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| FOREWORb

THA-K:)RSERI JESSRAT S1NGHJT has asked me, as one who
 has passed most of his life in India, to write a Foreword
to this little book to speed it on its way. The object the

. - Thakur Sahib has in writing it is to benefit the fund for

the widows and orphans of those Indian soldiers killed
in the present war. To this fund he intends to give 50 per
cent. of any profits that may accrue from its sale. I have -
therefore much pleasure in complying with his request.
~ Purchasers of this little book will not only be getting
. information about a noble Indian people—the Rajputs, to
the Seesodia clan of which the Thakur Sahib belongs—but
they will be benefiting those gallant soldiers who are now
bravely fighting for the Empire in Europe, Asia and Africa.

English people are often reproached with their i ignorance
of India. There is, however, some excuse for theiri ignorance
in the vastness of the subject. It is quite impossible for
any man, be he European or Indian, to understand it
completely. No man can know India ; the best informed
on the subject can but know parts of it. The only way to
gain a knowledge of the great dependency is to read such
books as this, and to make the acquaintance of one tribe
‘or one part of the vast country called India at a time.

The Thakur Sahib in his book introduces the reader
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to the Ra]puts a F 1ght1ng Race, to ‘which people he‘ :

himself belongs. Moreover, he belongs to the Seesodla. e

clan, the noblest of these noble people, the head of which
is His Highness the Maharana of Udaipur, “ the Sun of
the Hindus.” He is thus well qualified for the task he
has undertaken. | o » |

I have passed many years of my life among Rajputs;
I have lived in close intimacy with their chiefs and nobles,
with whom I have spent many happy days huntihg and
shooting, sports in which they all excel; and I have listened
to these stories and folklore, and those of their bards and
retainers, told round the camp-fire in the evenings. I
have many valued friends of all classes among' them. I
can thus vouch for the accuracy of the account given of
them by the Thakur Sahib. They are, and ever have been,
honourable, brave and true.

I will say one more word: of the population of India
only a certain proportion are warlike. o

There are many educated Indian gentlemen who do
not know English. ' |

These two facts are often ignored by those possessing
a very superficial knowledge of India, but they are facts

to be remembered by those who would understand that
country. ;
: O’MOORE CREAGH,

General.
November 29, 1914.
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i 10UR ob]ect in offenng thls volume to the British pubhc is
"“’to stlmulate its interest in India and her people, especially
in that rulmg class of Indian society whose loyal action at
v‘the present moment calls for an appreclatlve understand-
ing of its motives. I refer to those princes of warlike
~ race who are rendering such signal service to the British
i Emplre by manfully comlng forward to its help in this
“hour of crisis.
An attempt has been made in the following pages to
give some idea of that inviolable principle, the corner-
stone of the social fabric of Hinduism, Whlch alive now
as ever, underlies the loyalty and patnotlsm illustrated
‘to-day in a manner unparalleled in history by these
heredltary warriors of India. That. principle is swami-
‘dharma, a Sanskrit word implying the duties of fidelity
and grétitude,, which has no exact equivalent in any other
language. |
The German Emperor apparently counted on the dis-
loyalty of India at this juncture to abet him in his ambitious

projects; his calculations and conclusions have proved
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false, and the direct lie has been given to hlS expecta.tlons i
by the princes of India who are marchmg with their
armies side by side with those of the Allies agamst his
imperial hosts. ' L ,‘

The short sketch of the warlike races of the East included
in this book will open the eyes of Britain’s enemies, and
show them and the world at large that they have both the
will and the ability to maintain their ancestral traditions.

It will be generally and readily appreciated that men
recruited from races who have from time immemorial made
a profession of war must from a military poiﬁt of view be
superior to troops raised offhand, however excellent their
training; and that these races, who have more campaigns
and battles to their credit within the last century than any
European army—the German army lacking conspicuously
all recent record of active service—must constitute a
formidable power when their full fighting strength is
brought into the field.

While the 70,000 men already at the front can be
easily reinforced, and, as the Times of India pointed out,
100,000 men be regularly supplied every month for the
next two years, the magnitude of this proffered‘help counts
for less even than the fact that it will be spontaneously
forthcommg

India is participating in the present conflict, firstly, in
loyal support of the British Empire; secondly, to defend
her own country from the chance of ruthless spohatxon by
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““'vxctory‘ffor the Gefman arms Whlch would be followed by
o wholesale repnsals for her intervention in the war, involving
 the destructlon of her homes and industriesand the com-
‘ ‘plete paralysm af her natmna.l actlwty India, after her

mamfold experiences at the hands of European powers,
| has certainly no desire to be dominated by Germany, and

to see the principles of democracy and all that they imply

\ b trodden underfoot by the iron heel of the German uhlan.

‘Last and not least of her reasons for willingly taking up
_arms is to uphold that form of liberal government which
Bntam has helped to create and develop, and which
: Germany would certamly destroy. The part that India
will play in the present war will be of absorbing interest,
and as its part is essentially on the side of justice, honour
and dharma, there can be but one issue of the war—
that is, victory for dharma.

JESSRAJSINGH SEESODIA.

. Westwoop HOUSE,
210, HIGH HOLBORN,
Lonpon, W.C.

 June, 1915,
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. THE RAJPUTS: A FIGHTING RACE

(L CHAPTER 1
THE INDIAN EMPIRE

OF all the countries on the face of the globe, India, from
the earliest é.ges, has excited the greatest interest and
enjoyed the most fabulous celebrity. The exploits of the
conquerors who made it the object of their warlike ex-
* peditions won it renown even in a remote period of classical
antiquity, and reports of its wealth of natural products
and works of art were carried far and wide by the traders
of the ancient world.

The imagination of the West has at all times pictured
it as adorned with whatever is most gorgeous and attrac-
tivé, glittering, as it were, with gold and gems, and
redolent of fragrance and delicious perfumes. Though

_there may be in these magnificent conceptions something
romantic and illusory, still, it cannot be denied that India,
so lavishly enriched and beautified by nature, so gloriously
decorated by the hand of man, has just claim to the old
world-wide fame that is attached to it. It possesses a
further and more hidden attraction as the home of the

earliest civilization, and its laws, art and customs recall
;



2 THE RAJPUTS- A \FIGHTING RACE
an immemorial past Whlch still casts its spell over the
land. The strong interest thus created in so many ways
in India itself is greatly heightened by the fact that it is
considered the ““ Brightest jewel in the British Crown,”’

India at the present day, in regard to its political con-
stitution, may be regarded as a federation of governments
and states, all in more or less direct subordination to the
central Government of India. Some of these governments
are directly administered by British officers, and these
Governments constitute what is commonly called British
India. There are twelve parts or divisions of British
India, comprising an area of about 940,000 square miles
and containing a population of about 250,000,000.

The other states of the Indian Empire are ruled by
Indian princes, under the protectlon and general control
of the supreme Government. These states are bound by
treaties to render certain feudal obligations to the para-
mount power in return for its protection: as, for instance,
to furnish a certain number of troops in time of war. The
princes govern on their own lines, and are generally bound
to govern justly, and to submit the conduct of their
external relations to the Imperial Government. Including
petty feudatories, there are no less than 700 such states
in various parts of India, comprising an area estimated
at 690,000 square miles, and containing a population of
over 66,000,000. The intimacy of the relation with the
paramount power varies in different states. In the more
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important a British officer, called a Resident or a Political

Agent, is stationed, whose functions are, broadly speaking, -

to act as the medium of communication between the prince
and the supreme Government, and to advise the prince
_in matters of moment.

A few settlements are owned by foreign European
Powers. Of these, Goa, Diu, Daman, belong to Portugal;
Pondicherry and Karikal on the Coromandal Coast, Yaman
on the Orissa Coast, Chandernagore on the Hughly, and
Mahé on the Malabar Coast, to France. '

According to the Census returns of 19rr, the total
population of the Indian Empire is no less than 315,132,537.
Racially it consists of two main divisions—the Aryan and
the non-Aryan. The former comprises nearly all the
population of Northern and Western India; the latter, the
Dravidians of Southern India. These main divisions in-

clude many distinct races, differing widely in habits,

customs, language, religion, and even in appearance.
Thus the general term ‘“ Indian,” like the general term
“ European,” stands for people of diverse nationalities.

Outside these divisions there are other races—the
Gonds, Bhils, Santals, Todas and Kurumbas, who are
commonly described as the aborigines of India.

Classified according to religious denominations, the
population of India consists of nearly 240,000,000 * Hindus
and nearly 64,000,000 Muhammadans. Those who profess

* Including the Buddhists.

THE INDIAN EMPIRE 3
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4  THE RAJPUTS: A FIGHTING RACE

Christianity number a little over 3,000,000, and the
aborigines, who are animists, nearly 8,000,000.

For diversity of races thereis, pefhaps; no other country
the equal of India. There is a corresponding diversity
of general character, some being, by inheritance or choice,‘
given to deeds of arms, others being docile and given to
the pursuits of peace. In the long run they have all
benefited greatly by this fixed division of labour, for the
particular achievements of each race have supplemented
those of the others and given rise to mutual profit.

The British are stri‘vin'g' to fuse all these different
elements into one compact Whole-——an ambitious experi-
ment, none known ever more so, and its result is being
eagerly watched by the people of India as well as by the
British themselves, :

The Hindus form the vast majority of the population,
as shown above. Hinduism is professed by races of various
origin and embraces many sects. According to Abul
Fazal, Akbar’s famous minister, uniformity among the
Hindus ends with a general profession of faith, for on
careful examination, he says, it will be found that in
temper and disposition the individuals of every race differ
in some respect or other. He further remarks that the
Hindus are disposed to carry either virtue or vice to an
excess, and that there are some among them who for the
merest trifle will commit the greatest outrages. Speaking
briefly, however, they are religious, affable, courteous to



PRESENT POLITICAL DIVISIONS.

Area in

12 | UNDER CHIEF COMMISSIONERS. :
Central Provinces .. = .- | 100,345 | 13,916,308 | Nagpur Hmdx dlg;:hmth:, Urdu, | Hindus and Muhammadans | 22

13 | Baluchistan s e vs | 45,804 414,112 | Quetta Baéx&mbimshtu, and | Muhammadansg 6

No.  Administration. Squars | Population. Capital |1 amguages of the Provinces  Religious Sects. Dists.|
UNDER THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 2
e oF Inpia, : _ ; :
1 | Ajmir-Merwara .. = = 2,711 501,395 | Ajmir Marwad; Urdu and I—hﬁdus ains, and Mu- 2
2 | Coorg 53 si s o 1,582 174,976 | Merkara Tulu amd Kanarese Hindus and Muhammadans =3
- 3 | North-Western Frontier Provinces | 16,466 2,196,976 |Peshawar | Pushtu and Pun;abi ..' %hua:xgmadaus Sakhs.and ==
us = =
i UsDER GOVERNORS. : = :
4 adrgs = <« | 141,746 | 41,405,404 | Madras | Tamil, Te]egu,Kanarse, Hindus, Muhammadans, | 24
’ : and Malayalam ‘and Christians ' -
Bombay .. = = -+ | 127,532 | 19,672,642 | Bombay | Mahratti, Gujrathi, Sin- | Hindus, Jains, Muhamma- | 26 : :
2 and Kanarese dans, Parsee, Christians = b
Bengal e — <+ | 78,412 | 45,483,077 | Caleutta | Bengali, Hindu, and | Hindus, Buddhists, Mu-| = |
Urdu hammadans, and Jains 28 | =
UNDER LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS. ; = == =
Assam = e = - 52,959 | 6,713,635 { Dacca - Assamese and Bengali 'Hmd&xs, duaghammadans =~ e
- an S ==
8 | United Provmces of Agra a.nd Oudh 107,164 | 47,182,044 | Allahabad Hindi and Urdu .. | Hindus and Muhammadans | 48 Z :
9 | Punjab 97,299 | 19,974,956 | Lahore ~ | Punjabi, Urdw, and | Hindus, Sikhs, and Muham- | 20 o
Pushtu madans
10 | Burma .o i «» . | 236,738 | 12,115,217 | Rangoon | Burmese e = 'Bti‘dd.'msts Hmdns and Mu-| 41 g
> ammadans >
11 | Bihar and Orissa o -+ | 83,205 | 34,490,084 | Patna | Urdu, Hindi, and Uriya | Hindus and Muhammadans | 21 :
:

INDEPENDENT RULING"PRINCES ON THE INDIAN FR’ONTIER.

Area oj"

Relations with the |

- o | Lopula- | Revenue, . Geographtcal - :
X 3 State n e 7
State. Name and Title. S‘}ﬁ;ﬂ“. s (Rs.) Race. Posmon Capital  Imperial Govam-
Afghanistan| H.M. Amir Sir Habibulla Khan, Barakzai [ On the N.W, of | Cabul | The Government of
1 BONG 270,000 | 5,000,000 | 10,400,000 | 5 opian India India pays a sub-
sidiary allowance
: of 30 lakhs to the
H.M. Maharaj Adhiraj Sri Gri Seesodia | In the Himalaya | Khat VOﬁ oiCaguld
M. ara; iraj Sri Gri- 0 the Himalaya - ensive an e-
raja Chakra’Churamani Nar- | 7$:990-14,000,000 | 15,000:000 Rajput Mountains mandu | fensive treaty
Naryanetyadi Vividhabiru- : - 2 : - ;
davali Virajman Manonnat
Nepal Sriman Maharaj Adhiraj Sri
Sri Sri Sri Sri Maharaja Tri- E
bhauna Vir Vikram Jang Ba- O
hadur Shah Bahadur Sha- : = TEE :
Bhut I-I.ml-.;‘hel§ an.g Daji, Deb Bhutia North East Bhutan | Ditt Ditto
utan ., am Saugay Da e o1 ern u itto
Raja sl 20,0004 250,000} 200,000 | Buddhist part of Bengal '
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1

VENOAL Y-

State.,

 Name and Title of the Chief.

Aiirlgarh
aypur
Alwar .
Bansda
Banswarra
Baraundha
Bariya. .
Barwani
Bhavoagar
Bijawar
aner
Bundi ..
ggamba
atarpur
Charkari

Chota Udaipur

Cutch
Danta ..
Datia ..
Dharmpur
Dhrol .

Dhrangdhra

Dungarpur
Gondal. .
xaar: iy
aipur

aisalmer

ghltllcmpurh
ishan
Kotah gfu‘
Limbdi
Lunawarra
Mandi ..
Mewar . .
Morvi ..
Mysore
Nagod ..

e * e e .

. s

. . .
e

.
.
.
.

.
.
.
.

.
o
.

Narsmghga.th §é

Navanagar
Nepal .
Orcha ..
Palitana
Panna ..
Partabgarh
Porbandar
Rajpipla
Rajkot

| Wankaner

| Rao Durjansinghiji

H.H. Maharaja Sir SawEa.i Ranjorsingh Bahadur, K C.I B

' Raja Pratabsingh, C.I i Wi
HL.H. Maharaja Sawai Jamnghjl, Bahadur Hr i il
Maharaul Sri Indrasinhji . iy S
Maharaul Sri Prithismghxi Wi K ik ALy i
Raja Gaya Prasadsingh o i i A i

. Raja Ranjitsinghji i % o G ik L

.H. Rana Rangxtsin S VAN
H.H. Maharaja Sir Bhavsmghjl Tﬂchtsingh o 5
Mahataja Sawantsin

Major H.H. Mahata Ra Ra]eshwar Sir Gangasin&b Baha

H.H. Maharao Raja Sir gh'abh'sin§h Bahadur, CI E.,

H.H. Raja Sir Bhure Singh, K

Raja Diwan Gangasmghji Bahadur §

H.H. Mahara

Maharaul Shrj Raja Fatehsinghji 4
Maharao Mirza Sir Khengarji Bahadut, gein |

Rana Jaswantsinghji .. 4 A
aharaja Lekendra, Govindsing i it

Maha Rana Shri Mohandeon . P e

Thakur Sahib Daulatsinghji i B o

Raja Ghanshyamsingbj: i i .

H.H, Maharawal Bijaisinghji Bahadur i 2 y

H.H, Thakur Sahib Bhagawatmgh]x, GO X

Maharaja Daulatsinghji*

e = »

.
.
.
-
-
«
.
.
.

H.H. Raj Rajindra Sri Sawai Sir Madhosmghji GCS, )1 G (04 1
- H.H, Maharawal Jowhirsinghji

-

.

HH. Maharaj ng Ptatabsingh G.CS1. .Z Sl st
H’H Ra] Rana Sir Bimwanism gh, K.CS.1.! e

LRaJ&shwar Maharaj Sumersmghji v e
H H Maharaja Sir Bhanwas Pal Deo, GG ok

H H. Maharaja adansm%

Major H,H. Mabarao Sir medsinghji KCBL

Thakursahib $ir Daulatsméhgi s Gr

Ra%xa Sir Wakhtsinghji, K
Raja Gajendra Sen

« % e e s
TaSreste
-

e .
.

H.H. Maharana Sir Fatehsinghii Bah%dur, G c.s'l Hindupati Hindua

H.H. Thakur Sahib Sir Waghji, G.C
H.H. Maharaja Sir Knshnara)a Wadi
ﬁa}j_‘ adabindarsingh s i
HH. amShnRanltsinhi p §
H.M. Maharaja Tnbhauna Vir Vikra.m-{\mg Babadur e
H.H. Maharaja Sir Pratabsingh G.C.8 p
Thakureahib aha ursinghji &y b
H.H. Mabaraja Jadvendrasin, h]i .n 4

. . LR
. e

aja Ar;u:nsmgh e

e
.

.
o

Ty b el on A0 il R

H.H. Rana Shri Natvarsin h)i ! 4 iy
HH. Raja Chhatatrasioghji o4 0 i Wk
Thakursahib Lakaji Bawaji .. A oy g o

H.H. Raja Sajjansinghji

heut -Col. H.H. Mahara]a Sir Venkat Ramansxzégh G G S I.

H.H. Maharao Sir Keshnsmghji, G.C.LE, K.C
Raﬁa Dhiraj Naharsinghji i diw
Raja Sir Jashwantsingh, I sl 16 fitt i
H.H. Sir Amar Parkash, Bahadur, K.CS.1. ¥
H.H. Raja Sir RamSmghp Bahadur. K.GLE Wik

Raja Joravarsinghji . i a
Thakursahib ]‘asrvantsinghji iy o ¥ iy
Raja sahib Amarsinghji WA Wk i

hiraj Sir Malkhansm;;hji Deo Babadur, k ol

e

.

PSR e
s b

B % aaw e
v e ey .

. s

* His Highness Major-General Sir Pratapsinghiji Bahadur, Maharaj Adhiraj of Idar, has abdicated the
during the minority of His Highness Mahara]a Dhiraj Raj Rajeshwar
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~ (WHO ARE RAJPUTS)

. Areaof | i :
| State én | Population, | R;;’W‘ L Ol Divisson, Geographical Possison,
Sq. Miles, | el i Y !
802 93,048 | 228,000 | Bundela Sombansi Bundelkhand, Central India
8oo 4,100 1 100,000 Rathor Rughubansi Malwa, Central India
3,141 828,487 8,200,000 Cutchiwaha Rughubansi Rajputana
215 41,000 370,000 Solanki Sombansi Gujrat
1,322 165,276 | 300,000 Seesodia Rughubansi ajputana
230 | 14,000 28,000 Raghubansi |  Rughubansi tral India
oL 52,421 175,000 Chohan icula Central India
1,363 | 76,066 687,700 Seesodia Rughubansi Malwa, Central India
2,860 | 467,382 4,600,000 Gohil Rughubansi Kathiawar
920 102,000 225,000 Bundela Sombansi ' Bundelkhand, Central India
23,311 584,627 2,600,000 Rathor Rughubansi Rajputana :
2,200 171,227 800,000 Chohan - Agnicula Rajputana
3,211 134,315 700,000 — Surajbansi Punjab
x,zgo 170,000 | 250,000 |- Puar Agnicula Bundelkhand, Central India
861 121,000 500,000 Bundela Sombansi Bundelkhand, Central India
873 02,133 '} ,000 Chohan Agnicula Rewa Kanta
6,500 500,000 | 3,600,000 hareja Sombansi Kathiawar
230 11,762 45,001 aramar Agnicula Kathiawar
930 180,000 1,000,000 Bundela Sombansi Bundelkhand, Central India
794 100,500 500,000 Seesodia Rughubansi - | Gujrat
282 21,906 150,000 areja Sombansi Kathiawar
1,142 37.94% 400,000 hala Sombansi Kathiawar
1,000 | 100,01 170,000 Seesodia Rughubansi Rajputana
1,024 162,959 1,876,000 %hareja Sombansi Kathiawar
¥,000 168,55 490,000 athor Rughubansi Mahi Kanta
15,579 2,658,666 6,205,321 Cutchwaha Rughubansi Rajputana
16,062 75,370 100,000 Bhatti Jadva| Sombansi Rajputana
80,000 2,906,373 7,304,000 Dogra Sombansi Kashmir
1,500 55,000 225,000 Rathor Rughubansi Central India
810 00,175 800,000 hala Sombansi Rajputana
30,943 1,935,565 7,600,000 athor Rughubansi Rajputana
1,242 56,786 427,154 adon Sombansi Rajputana
204 30,000 175,000 hichi Agnicula Mal wa, Central India
&’g 90,070 550,000 | Rathor Surajbansi Rajputana
5,684 544,379 2,813,000 Hara Agnicula Rajputana
344 46,000 200,200 hala Sombansi Kathiawar
838 74,813 125,000 olanki Agnicula | Rewa Kanta
1,200 181,110 500,000 —_ Chandravanshil Punjab
12,753 1,018,805 4,000,000 Seesodia Rughubansi Rajputana
8,222 90,616 655,000 hareja Sombansi Kathiawar
21,924 5,443,923 22,100,000 | Yadva Sombansi Southern India
450 75,000 150,000 Puribar Agnicula Baghelkhand :
720 87,800 400,000 Umat Sombansi Malwa, Central India
3,791 290,847 3,500,000 ghareia Sombansi Kathiawar
54,000 4,000,000 15,000,000 eesodia Surajbansi epal
2,000 195,000 00,000 Bundela Sombansi Bundelkhand, Central India
288 51,256 00,000 Gohil Surajbansi Kathiawar
2,558 183,000 500,000 Bundela Sombansi Bundelkband, Central India
886 gz,ozs 175,000 Seesodia Raghubansi Rajputana
636 2,077 00,000 Jetwa Sombansi Kathiawar
1,514 120,036 00,000 Gohil Surajbansi Rewa Kanta
282 36,770 160,000 Jhareja Sombansi Kathiawar
729 83,775 900,000 Rathor Surajbansi Malwa, Central India
12,676 132,507 2,800,000 Waghel Sombansi Baghelkhand
1,964 154,544 300,000 Chohan Agnicula Rajputana
400 25,000 600,000 Seesodia Surajbansi Rajputana
500 27,000 121,400 Rahtor Surajbansi Malwa, Central India
1,100 135,678 600,000 Bhatti Jadva| Sombansi Punjab
350 20,400 150,000 Rahtor Surajbansi Malwa, Central India
390 49,675 80,600 ar Agnicula Rewa Kanta
237 45,431 350,000 hala Sombansi Kathiawar
370 28,750 925,000 ala Sombansi Kathiawar
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NON-RAJPUT RULING PRINCES OF INDIA.

Areaof :
No. State. Name and Title of the Chief. e [due Race. G‘;g‘:ﬁé‘;‘“‘
Miles.,
1 | Bahawalpur H.H. the Nawab, Muhammad Bahawal Khan | 15,000 2,600,000 #%20,877 | Muhammadan vaiv -
ajputana
2 | Bamra = H.H. the Raja, Tribhuban Deb, = vo | T,088 — 123,298 | Hindu {Kshatriya)? Cen_trjapl Pro-
ce
3 {Baroda .. : Hlé the Maharaja, Sir Sayaji Rao Gackwar, | 8,570 13,350,900 | 2,185,005 | Mahratta (Hindu) Bo;nbayPrest-
ency
4 | Bastar . .+ | Raja, Rudra Pratap Deo 13,062 310,852 306,501 | Hindu (Kshatriya)? | Madras
§ | Benares ., .. | H,H. the Maharaja, Sxx Prabhu Narain Smgh 998 - 882,084 | Bhumihar-(Hindu) | United Pro-
Bahdr, G.C.1. - vinces -
6 | Bharatpur .. . |H.H. the’ Maharaja, Kishan Singh 1,074 { 2,800,000 | 645,540 Jat {Hindu) Rajputana
7 | Bhopal .. % H(I_‘;IC tlhﬁ Begum, Sultan Jahan, G CS. I 6,873 | 4,000,000{ 951,901 thaadann )( uham- Central India
8 | Cochin .. ‘| H.H. the Raia, Rama Varma .. 1,361 | 2,049,280 | 600,258 | Hindu (Kshatnya)? South India
9 | Cooch Behar «. { H.H. Maharaja, Jitendra, Narayan Bhup 1,307 | 2,400,000 | 566,973 Brah;gm {Kshatri- | Bengal
10 | Dewas (Sen. Branch){ H.H. the Raja, Tukaji Rao .. == = 446 357,000 62,312 Ma.hra:ta {(Hindu) | Central India|
11 | Dewas (Jun. Branch)} H.H. the Raja, Malhar Rac .. : = 440 350,000 54,904 | Mahratta éHmdu) Central India
12 | Dhar = .. { H.H, the Raja, Udaji Rao . oo | L,740 900,000 | 149,244 Mahratta Hmdu) Central India |
13 | Dholpur .. .. | H.H. the Maharaja Ram Smgh, K.C. I E <+ | 1,200 I,305,720| 249,657 {H indu) Rajputana
14 | Faridkot .. H.H. the Raja Brijindar Singh : 612- 300,000 97,034 | Jat Hmdu) Pmuab
15 | Gwalior .. Col. H. H. the Mahara]a, Sn- Madho Rao 29,046 | 12,000,000 | 3,115,857 | Mahratta (Hindu) tral India
gcll)n%xa %CSI G.LCVO., GCPM, : : -
16 | Hyderabad H%-?Itﬂ;f}hzamé%ust{smanlm Khan Bahadur | 98,000 | 40,000,000 | 9,845,594 | Turkman-Sayed Deccan
aten jung, 3
17 | Indore ., .. | H.H. the Maharaja, Tukoji Rao, Holkar .. | 8,400 7,074,400 | 1,054,237 | Mahratta {Hindu) | Central India
18 | Jind o .. | H.H. Maharaja Sir Ranbir Singh, K.CS.1. .. | 1,259 1,500,000 271,725 | Sikh (Hindu} | Punjab
19 | Junagadh .. .. { H.H. the Nawabh, Mohabat Khanji .. 3,283 | 2,000,000 | 387,490 | Muhammadan -{ Kathiawar
2¢ | Kapurthala .. | H.H, the Raja, Sir Jaga tpt Smgh K.CS. I 620 1,800,000 501,018 | Sikh (Hindu) Punjab
21 | Kolhapur .. . Héictshg héa.l(a:ataga, ir Shahu Chhatrapatl, 2,816 | 2,219,760 800,:89 Mahratia (Hinduj | Bombay
22 | Mohurbhanj Maharaja, Sri Ram Chandra BhanjDeo .. | 4,243 205,000 | 385,737 | Hindu {Kshatriya)? | Orissa
23 | Nabbha = = gar Mabaraja Ripudama Singh Malvan- | 928 650,000 | 261,824 | Sikh (Hindu) Punjab
24 | Pudukotta,, = er(hl?nrxhadaml’;::wi Suét[éréhanda Bhairava Ton-{ 1,178 | 1.600,000| 411,878 Kalan (Hindu) Madras
an, B ur, G. - = ==
25 | Patiala = .. o3 HgahMghar%aCS%r Bhupindar Singh Mahindar | 5.412 | 7,200,000 | 1,407,659 | Sikh (Hindu) Punjab ==
adur, == -
26 | Travancore = H(I;IC%‘; h%aharac s }}Ba, Sir Bala Rama Varma, 6,730 | 10,022,540 | 2,401,158 }ﬁndu(Kshatn'ya;? South India |
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|  THE INDIAN EMPIRE va
0 stra.ng‘érs,\ cheerful, enamoured of knowledge, given to
retirement, fond of inflicting austerities upon themselves,
lovers of justice and fair dealing, able in business, and
distinguished, above all, for wisdom, disinterested friend-
ship and obedience to their superiors. Their character
shines brightest in adversity, and, valorous as enemies,
they take no account of their lives when driven to
despair.

‘The civil polity of the Hindus is based on the Institutes
of Manu (Manavadharma Shastra), which is one of the
oldest and most venerated of their Law Books. Sir William
Jones, in his preface to the ‘‘ Institutes of Hindu Law,”
says: “ The Hindus firmly believe these laws to have been
ordained by Manu, son or grandson of Brahma, or, in plain
langﬁage, the first of created beings, and not the oldest
only but the holiest of all created things. They are con-

siderably older than those of Solon or even of Lycurgus,
although the promulgation of them might have been coeval
with the first monarchies established in Egypt and Asia.”
Sanskrit, in which is written the ancient theological,
philosophical and religious literature of the Hindus, is the
sacred language of India. Sir William Jones describes it
as a lahguage of wonderful structure, more powerful than
Greek, more copious than Latin, and more exquisite than
either. It has reached a high pitch of excellence as a
written language, and there is a music in its mellow phrases

' that no other language can fully reproduce. " An enthusi-
2
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10 THE RAJPUTS A FIGHTING RACE

astic French authority maintains that Sansknt was Spoken
zby the gods of Homer, and if not, was worthy to have
been so spoken. ‘

The principal modern Indian languages are Hindi,
Urdu, Punjabi, Sindhi, Mahratti, Gujrathi, Pushtu, Uriya,
and Bengali. They are dialects of the Sanskrit. The
Dravidian languages of Southern India are Telugu, Tamily
Malayalam and Kanarese. Though independent of Sans-
krit in their construction, yet they are indebted to it for
« their technical terms in Philosophy, Theology, Science
and Art. Urdu or Hindustani is the camp language
formed of Hindi, Persian and Arabic, and is the lingua
franca of India. '

The Muhammadans form a larger proportion of the
inhabitants of India than of any other country. The
doctrines of Islam are summed up in the Koran by the
Prophet of God. During the last few years the Muham-
madans of Bengal and Northern India have made great
progress in general culture and education, The Persian
and Arabic languages are cultivated by the Muhammadan
aristocracy.

We may state at once that those Muhammadans who are
not descended from the original Muhammadan conquerors,
or from converted Hindus, are excluded from this analysis.
The number of the present-day descendants of converted
Hindus is estimated at nearly one-half of the whole Muham-
madan population. The Muhammadans are chiefly found
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~ in the ﬁpper basin of the Ga.n‘ge’s,‘ and form an important

element in the pqpixlation of Northern India. They are

divided into four classes—Sayids, Moghuls, Pathans, and
Sheikhs, The Sayids claim descent from the Prophet,
taking the prefix Sayid before their names. The Moghuls
are, as their name implies, descendants of the companions
or followers of the Tartar conquefors of India, and are less
numerous than th‘e’other classes. The name, however, is
commonly applied to Persians resident in India. They are
 often known by the affix Beg, and sometimes use the
prefix Mirza. The Pathans are of Afghan origin, and are
always known by the affix Khan, The Sheikhs are a mis-
cellaneous class, generally including all those Muham-
madans who do not belong to any of the other classes.

Among the races professing Hinduism are the Sikhs,
Gurkhas, Mahrattas, and Jats. 3

The Sikhs, a well-known and remarkably warlike race,
live in the Punjab, mostly in the north of the province.
The name Sikh signifies Sishya (disciple) of Gurn Nanak,
by whom the sect was founded in the time of Baber. Its
doctrines embrace the worship of one God, prohibition of
idolatry, disbelief in omens, charms and witchcraft.

Socially the religion of the Sikhs has abolished caste
distinctions. It is imperative that every Sikh should bear
the five marks known as the five K’'s—the hair uncut
(Kes), the short drawers (Kachh), the Kara, or iron bangle,
the Khanda, or steel knife, the Khanga, or comb, and that
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he should abstain from tobacco. The religious formula of
Nanak was the unity of God and the Brothethood of Man.
The strength of Sikhism lay not in the novelty of its méssage,
but in the social observances prescribed by it, which were
designed to stimulate equally the patriotism of the indi-
vidual and the race. ] :

The Gurkhas, who are famous as valiant fighters and
have been well known in many a war since the beginning
~of the nineteenth century, are descended from the royal
house of Udaipur. ‘ .

They migrated from Rajputana to Nepal, and conquered
the Newars, the original inhabitants of this country of
which the Gurkhas themselves are now the ruling race.
They retain traces of their noble descent in face and figure,
although they have deteriorated considerably in appear-
ance by intermarriage with other races. Tliey are devoted
to a military life, and the bulk of them are by instinct
soldiers. In this capacity they hold high rank, and are
regarded by many leading authorities as the best fighting
material in India. The Gurkha is described by many
authors as a specialist in all that concerns war, This
should remove the misconception generally entertained of
the Gurkhas being of different race to the Rajputs.
 The Mahvrattas are another warlike people. They sud-
- denly developed martial activities under the inspiring
leadership of Sivaji who laid the foundation of the Mah-
ratta Empire which afterwards became a powerful organi-
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zation. Their achievements in peace and war form a

‘con‘Sidera;ble portion of Indian history in the sixteenth,
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Though the lust
of power and the greed of wealth prematurely developed
in them the characteristics of freebooters, yet, practically
speaking, they are patient, hard-working, polite and honest
people like the rest of the Hindus. Three centuries of
warfare made them a race of fighters, and they now con-
stitute some of the finest fighting material in the hands of
the British Government. They inhabit the mid-western
portion of India and the Deccan, and speak Mahratti,
which, as we have mentioned before, is derived from
Sanskrit. They have afforded a good example of the
danger of ignoring the possibilities and the potentiality of
the Hindu race.

The Jats deserve mention, as they are typical fighters,
like the Rajputs and Pathans. They formerly exercised
a great control over Northern India, and left a deep impress
on the history of the country. They, too, like the Mah-
rattas, contributed not a little towards the disturbances
of the last century, and the British Government found it a
hard task to make them pursue a lesss dangerous avocation
in life, They have in general the usual characteristics of
the Hindus, and mostly inhabit Northern India.

It will be seen from the above sketch that among the
population of India there are only select races who can bear
arms, the Rajputs, the Sikhs, the Mahrattas, the Jats,

6L
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the Pathans, and the Khas Ghurkas all of Whom are
Aryans. ' To these ma.y be added the Gurungs and Magars,
who are Indo-Mongolian, and the Reddies, Velmas, Mara-
wars and the Vellalas of the south who are Dravidians.
These races, the inheritors of a warlike tradition are
naturally best suited for military fmining, and they have
now learnt to apply modern weapons to their own hered-
itary mode of warfare. All the Aryan troops are fine
infantry and cavalry men, while the Dravidian troops have
chiefly diétinguished themselves as infantry.

In many a famous battlefield of the eighteenth century,
in the hard struggle with the French for supremacy in
India and in wars with some of the native rulers of the
land, Indian troops rendered yeoman service to the English.
In the battles of Arcot, Plassy, and in the wars against
Tippu Sultan, the Nizam and the Mahrattas, they fought
some of the fiercest and most decisive battles of that
century, supported by a comparatively small number of
English troops.

In the next century men recruited from these warlike
races, trained and equipped by the French: and the
English and used in the most up-to-date warfare of
that time, fought with and against the English. Led by
brave native officers they made the battles of “Assaye,
Aliwal, Gujrat and Sobraon historical, and some of the
British Generals, among the greatest known to history,
who took part in them testified to the stubbornness with
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which these men invariably fought elther as frlends
or foes.

; Thpse who are now fighting against the British Empire

- may be grimly reminded that, with these reserves of

fighting material—not manufactured in a decade or
decades and endlesély replenished by fresh generations
of men—the capacity of India to supply the forces neces-
sary to outnumber their own, and to withstand the on-
slaught of even the most powerful army in the world, is
established once for all,

A short account of the Indian Army may be added to
the above sketch as a tribute to its fine services in many
- parts of the Empire. The germ of the native army was
the little force enrolled for the protection of the factories
of the East India Company. Sepoys were recruited in
considerable numbers in the seventeenth century, but the
native army first became a well-organized force about the
middle of the eighteenth century, in the days of Stringer
Lawrence and Clive. After the Mutiny, when the ad-
ministration of India was taken over by the Crown, a new
army was formed, including remnants of the old, and it is
now a magnificent body of troops, chiefly, but not entirely,
recruited from the warlike races.

Dr. Stanley Reid gives a brilliant summary of their
many years of service under the British flag in the *“ Indian
Year-Book *':

“ The military history of the world presents no more

q
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remarkable spectacle than that of the great army of
soldiers of fortune wﬁich, led by a few British officers, has
carried our flag into every corner of the Eastern Hemisphere
during the past hundred and fifty years. Soldiers by birth
and breeding, who with their first accents learnt to lisp of
war, the Sepoys of Hindustan and of the four quarters of
India have served the Empire from Northern China to
Ceylon, and from Egypt to the islands of the Eastern Seas.
The very men who at one time opposed us so courageously
in war—Sikhs, Gurkhas, Pathans of the North-West
Frontier, Jats and Rajputs—have fought with no less
valour in the ranks of our army. They braved the terrors
of the black and unknown seas in sailing to the conquest
of Bourbon, Mauritius, and Java. With Cornwallis and
Harris they traversed the passes which, dark with jungle
and worn by mountain torrents, led them to Mysore and
Seringapatam. Under Stringer Lawrence, Clive, Eyre
Coote, Lake, and Wellesley, they helped to oust the French
from Southern India. The great theatre of war in which
they fought was diversified by every physical feature, and
characterized by considerable varieties of climate. It was
inhabited by peoples of many races and many tongues.
Pathans, Mahrattas, Sikhs, and Rajputs represented the
civilization of the Orient; aboriginal Bhils and Gonds shared
with savage beasts the fastnesses of forest and mountain.
“Not only the hostility of man, but the forces of
Nature had to be encountered and overcome. There were
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ranges of rugged mountains abounding with wild beasts
“and clad with dense forests, whose solitudes were seldom
disturbed by the presence of man, and culminating in tall
peaks, crowned by massive forts, hoary with age and
bnstlmg with guns. There were rich alluvial plains, dotted
‘with villages and large and populous cities, and watered by
- mighty rivers, whose streams poured in turbid floods during

the rainy season, but shrank to silver threads in the fierce
heat of summer. Death lurked in many shapes. Cholera
followed in the track of the troops, and fever claimed

numerous victims. Even the wild beasts with which the
jungles were infested took their toll from the advancing
armies. i

“ The Sepoy emerged triumphant from the difficulties
and dangers which beset him. Led by British officers and
in company with British soldiers, he helped by his dis-
cipline and valour to add all this country to the Empire.
Peace was established in the land which had been racked
with anarchy The tide of war rolled to the north, never
to return. From Chitral to Makran our soldiers have
followed in the footsteps of Alexander the Great. On the
banks of the Hydaspes, on the very ground where the
Macedonians defeated Porus two thousand years before,
they fought the Battle of Chilianwala against the Sikhs,
who have themselves since been among the bravest soldiers
of our army. Every pass on the frontier traversed by the

invaders of old contains the bones of brave men who have
: : 3
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fallen in our service. The rude mountaineers of the frontier
have eagerly entered the ranks of our army. Beyond the
limits of India our soldiers have entered most of the
capitals of the East. They have carried the flag to Cabul,
to Cairo, to Lhasa, to Peking, to Ava and to Mandalay.,
Sepoys accompanied Baird, and eighty years later Wolseley,
to the Nile’s enormous images. Their bayonets have
flashed in the sweltering sun of Egypt and the Sudan, in
the dense jungles of Burma, in the inhospitable regions of
Afghanistan, and on the torrid and desolate shores of the
Persian Gulf. The clangour of their trumpets has re-
sounded beyond the snowy passes that lead to the Roof
of the World. They have ranged equatorial Africa from
the deadly swamps of the maritime plains and the water-
less regions of Somaliland to the dark and gloomy forests
of Uganda and the far interior. The dark page of the
Mutiny is itself illumined by many gallant deeds performed
in our service by the native soldiers of the Empire. Luck-
now was not defended by Europeans alone; amongst the
bravest men on the ridge before Delhi were men of Indian
races; in the glorious campaign in Central India in 1858
the wings of Sir Hugh Rose’s army were composed of
native cavalry. The Mutiny veterans who tottered into
the arena at the Coronation Durbar at Delhi had in their
ranks many soldiers of native race.” :

His statistics of the Imperial Service Troops are of
especial interest just now, when the chief native rulers of
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‘war.

bad, when an expensive war was imminent in 1885, was
supplemented by similar offers from other feudatory states.
Government then proposed that the native states should
help with troops instead of money; the offer was accepted,
and since then the chief states have taken their share in
the defence of the Empire, placing troops recruited from
their respective subjects at the service of the Government.
The troops are trained under the supervision' of British
officers, and consist of all arms of the service. They have
taken their share in campaigning in China and Africa, and
in expeditions against the frontier tribes in the North-West
of India.

Dr. Stanley Reid gives their numbers as follows: ““ At
the beginning of the decade (1gor-0z to 1911-12) twenty-
three states between them supplied a total of over 16,000
men. Some additional offers of contingents have since
been accepted, and the total strength on April 1, 1912,
was 22,271, towards which twenty-nine states contributed.
The total included some 10,000 infantry and 7,500 cavalry,
while transport and camel corps contributed 2,700 and
700 men respectively. Sappers also numbered about 700.
Gwalior contributed nearly 4,000 men, and Kashmir over
3,500; Patiala, Hyderabad, and Alwar contributed over
1,000 each.

~ India are sendmg their forces to take part in the European

A patriotic offer of money from the Nizam of Hydera-
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ESTABLISHED STRENGTH OF EUROPEAN AND NATIVE ARMIES IN BRITISH INDIA (EXCLUSIVE

OF NATIVE ARTIFICERS AND FOLLOWERS) FOR THE YEAR 1911-12.
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CHAPTER 1II

INDIAN PRINCES IN THE BRITISH EMPIRE

THE present seems an appropriate moment for endeavour-
ing to dispel the ignorance of the British public as a whole
in the matter of India and of her native rulers.

Hitherto the names of the Indian Princes have only
been mentioned to excite curiosity in the minds of English
readers. To describe their gorgeous costumes and the
lavish display of Oriental pomp and pageantry has been
~considered a fine performance by some of the most brilliant
journalists of the day. Of course, there are a few ob-
servant Byitish writers who have endeavoured to awaken
the people of Great Britain to a sense of the immense
potentiality underlying all this outward show, and of the
hidden force which would be of supreme aid to the British
Empire if brought into play. But, generally speaking,
no serious account is give1 of the sovereign princes of
India, who hold in their hands the destinies of over one-
fifth of India’s vast population. Probably this strange
indifierence could only have been possible with the British
people whose distaste for general information is notorious.

23
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If the ruling princes of India had merely been so many
strange personalities like the numerous chiefs of Africa,

even then there is not the slightest justification for Great

Britain looking upon them merely as so many individuals
who deserve no special attention. But when they actually
form part of the Empire, it is more than criminal neglecty
. to ignore them. The sovereign princes of India form an
integral part of the British Indian Empire, not only
because, out of 1,766,642 square miles of India, 690,000

square miles are under them, as are 66,000,000 out of
‘ 320,000,000 inhabitants, but because they constitute the
aristocracy of the country.

Their prestige and position extend even beyond the
limits of their own territory, and some of them hold the
moral allegiance of millions of people. The Maharana of
Udaipur, for instance, is the acknowledged head of the
Hindu races, and 240,000,000 of His Majesty’s subjects
are bound to him by ties of religion. His Highness the
Nizam of Hyderabad, though only the ruler of Hyderabad,
with its population of 11,000,000 and its territory of
82,608 square miles, commands the moral allegiance of
60,000,000 Indian Muhammadans. In fact, the 700 sove-
reign princes, from the Nizam to the least of them, with
a few square miles of territory only, and a few thousand a
year of revenue, constitute a formidable body in themselves,
and hold an enviable and respected position in the eyes of
the many millions of India. So great is their hold on the

T
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minds of the Indian masses that the latter would willingly
undergo any amount of suffering and sacrifice if it were
merely to render the least possible aid to the former.
You can never dissociate the popular idols from their be-
liefs. From time immemorial they have been taught to
revere and venerate them. Lord Lytton understood the
significant position of the Indian princes, as he thoroughly
realized their importance in the Indian Empire. Writing
in 1876 to Lord Salisbury, then Secretary of State for
India, he thus delivered himself: “1 am convinced that
the fundamental political mistake of able and experienced
Indian officials is a belief that we can hold India securely
by what they call good government. .. . Politically
speaking, the Indian peasantry is an inert mass. If it
ever moves at all, it will move in obedience, not to its
British 'benefa.ctors, but to its native chiefs and princes,
however tyrannical they may be.”

It is needless here to recapitulate the thousand and one
services which the princes of India have rendered to
Great Britain in the past. How they effectively stemmed
the tide of disaffection and sedition in the days of the
Mutiny by their staunch and unflinching friendship to-
wards the British is a part of the history of the period.-
There is not a single ruling prince of India who has not to
his credit or to the credit of his father and forefathers some
signal service rendered to Great Britain, and the princes are

now daily adding to the account due to them on this score.
4
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We can recall particular instances where some sove-
reign princes have placed their friendly services at the
free disposal of the British, even at the risk of terrible un- .
popularity, and at a time when such avowed friendship
for the British meant danger. When a section of the
Indian people were assiduously infuriated against the
British Raj by the vile machinations of a few powerful and
self-seeking intriguers and- advehturers, when conspiracy
spread from one corner of India to another—when, in
short, a formidable opposition was studiously raised against
the British Government—a few Indian princes, such as
His Highness the Maharana of Udaipur, Sir Salar Jung,
the late Khande Rao Gaikwar, and Jung Bahadur of
Nepal, came forward boldly to the rescue, risking their
well-earned reputation, well-established position, and even
their lives. Those who are inclined to belittle the signifi-
cance of the great service rendered by the sovereign
princes in the foundation, formation and preservation of
the British Indian Empire will do well to take these facts
into consideration. An exaggerated value has been set
on the valour of a few British officers who would not have
accomplished what they did had it not been for the sub-
stantial support given them by the Indian princes, while the
mainstay of the British Empire, the vital force that helped
to construct a grand Empire, has been ignored. Mr. John
Dickinson only represents the bare truth when he remarks
in his monumental book, headed * Dhar not Restored”:
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' “In fact, not only were Madras and Bombay unsafe,
but only one thing was wanting to set all India in a blaze,
_ and that seemed imminent, the defection of the native
| princes. Their armies, their people, even ladies of their
- zenana and members of their families, urged them by
every motive they could appeal to, to attack the hated
foreigners at the head of their countrymen. It was felt
that their opposition to the national movement deprived
it of all moral sanction, and neutralized its temporary
advantage of physical force. The body wanted a head to
command it, and the most passionate efforts were made
to gain over such princes as Scindiah, Holkar, the Nizam,
the Banka Bai, and others. They were promised empire;
‘they were menaced with the extremities of popular fury;
they were bitterly reproached with cowardly betrayal of
their ancestors’ fame and their own and their people’s
interests; they were reminded how immensely we were
outnumbered, how nearly we were exhausted. The mass
of vulgar minds (English as well as native) could not
understand why Indian princes, why all the most en-
lightened of the Indian race, should support the foreigners
in such a crisis.”

Many more extracts from the writings and speeches of
prominent British statesmen, writers and politicians, could
be quoted to show how immense have been the sacrifices
made by the ruling princes of India on behalf of Great
Britain—sacrifices inspired by no other motive but that
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of pure and simple good-will and friéndship. This mag-
nificent spirit displayed by them in the past has not
abated a jot in modern times. Ample testimony was given
to prove this when His Highxiess the Maharaja Sri Ganga-
singhji of Bikanir actually fought in China at the head of
 his camel corps, and His Highness the Maharaja of Gwalior
volunteered his aid to maintain a battleship for the Chinese
expedition; and renewed testimony is forthcoming to-day
on the battlefields of Europe. The maintenance of the
- Imperial Service Troops by the sbvereign princes at a
huge expenditure is proof sufficient to show to what extent
they are capable of sacrifice. But the most authoritative
of British writers on this subject only dismisses them with
the following words: J :
“The control which the supreme Government exer-
cises over the native states varies in degree; but they are
all governed by the native princes, ministers or councils,
with the help and under the advice of a Resident or Agent,
in political charge either of a single state or a group of
states. The chiefs have no right to make war or peace,
or to send ambassadors to each other, or to external states;
they are not permitted to maintain a military force above
a certain specified limit; no European is allowed to reside
at any of their Courts without special sanction; and the
supreme Government can exercise any degree of comgrol
in case of misgovernment. Within these limits the more

important chiefs are autonomous in their own territories;

G
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some, but not all of them, are required to pay an annual
fixed tribute.”

 These clauses and conditions are readily and eagerly
conceded, but the question is whether there has been any

reciprocal aid from the British Government. Apart from
the fact that they act as custodians in safeguarding their
interests—and this is a praiseworthy task—the British
Government have not given tangible shape to their
reciprocal obligations. Lord Lytton attempted to handle
this subject, and after the Durbar, held in his régime,
special boons followed the proclamation. “The pensions to
ancient families were increased, and titles of honour were
conferred. There was, besides, an actual proposal to
associate the sovereign princes in India with the Govern-
ment in an advisory capacity. ‘ The Councillors of the
Empress ’ was the designation to be given to them. By
this method they were to be brought in close and intimate
contact with the Government. The genius of Disraeli was
not slow to appreciate his scheme, and it was generally
believed that he gave his consent to it. But somehow or
other the scheme never matured, and up to now nothing
has been done in this direction. :
The princes of India, by virtue of the important posi-
tion they hold in the country and on account of their
peculiar adaptability to administer and rule over vast
regions, should be brought into close contact with the
Government of India. They should form an advisory body

SL.



30  THE RAJPUTS: A FIGHTING RACE
to counsel HIS Majesty’s Indian Government i in all matters ‘
of administration and policy. |

If this was only done, as proposed by Lord Lytton I
am confident that the much-discussed sedition and dis-
loyalty of the present would never have been heard of.
By placing them in a position of vantage to advise or |
instruct their own people, whom they know 'better‘ than
any British administrator, the British Government would
not only have fulfilled the many promises repeatedly given
by statesmen, but would also have given full effect to the
policy of Great Britain of ruling the people of India
through their own princes. Then the Government of
India would, strictly speaking, be an Indian Government,
and not even the most impassioned Indian agitator would
have anything to say against that form of Government.
Lord Curzon, than whom there is no better statesman
as far as India is concerned, speaking at the Guildhall in
1904, said:

“1 have always been a devoted believer in the con-
tinued existence of the native states of India, and an ardent
well-wisher of the native princes; but I believe in them
not as relics, but as rulers; not as puppets, but as living
factors in the administration. I want them to share the
responsibilities as well as the glories of British rule.”

But they cannot share the responsibility as well as the
glories of British rule as long as they are kept at arm’s
length in all matters of policy, diplomacy and administra-
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tion. As long as the orbit of a sovereign prince is re-
stricted to the narrow limits of his own territory and his
interest confined to the few millions of subjects over
whom he holds sway, it cannot be argued that he enjoys
the full confidence of the British Raj.

By the present tendency of segregating the ruling
 princes from the Empire by limiting their activities to
their own territories the feeling of Imperial patriotism
which is so urgently needed at the present time is killed,
and in its placé arises a provincial sentiment. If after a
century and a half of British contact with India it is not
found that the wall of aloofness standing between the
British Raj and the sovereign princes of India can be
broken down, I do not know when the day will arive to
justify such action. It is not a sane policy to continue
on the same old lines when new conditions have arisen
- and new problems have presented themselves for solution.
No one is now concerned with provincial questions. All
serious problems, like the eradication of sedition from the
country, the defences of India, are Imperial and affect
the rulers of Indian states as much as they affect the
British Government. Any change in administration, any
departure from the present policy, is interminably bound
up with so many considerations that the aid of the Indian
princes in shaping them to their final form is almost
indispensable. The approbation of these natural leaders
of India would carry far more weight in the estimation of

QL.
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the multitudinous races of India than all the conjoint ex-
hortations of influential officials. When a particular
measure is known to bear with it the consent of these
great princes, and when it is known that they have been
partly responsible in bringing it about, that measure will
instantaneously be popular.  All the manufactured agita-
tions of the so-called leaders of India would fail to carry
out their nefarious purposes. Discontent would disappear,
and the clouds of unrest that now loom large on the political v
“horizon would be dispersed in a moment; normal condi-
tions in the political life of India would be restored, and
that would be achieved which a dozen legislations have
failed to achieve. This is the psychology of the present
situation. This is where it would be so beneficial to invite
the combination and co-operation of the sovereign princes of
India. In whatever way one regards this proposal, whether
as a statesmanlike or practical step towards the consolidation
of the Indian Empire, it will be found well worth a trial.
The chief princes of India should be induced to form

themselves into an advisory body, as stated above. By

associating them with the Imperial Government a new
and congenial element would be introduced into Indian
politics and prove a clear safeguard against all the tem-
porary outbursts of the educated classes. By undertaking :
this onerous responsibility a fresh burden would 'be
entailed on the sovereign princes of India, but the com-
pensation would be worth many times the sacrifice of time
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~and Ve‘n'ergy.‘ It is a well-understood principle, and suc-
cessive Viceroys have repeated it ad nawuseam, that it is
the mission of Great Britain in India to improve the ad-
ministration of the country, and better the lot of the
peoples of India, who were for long in the harsh and un-
sympathetic grip of rapacious tyrants and autocrats.

~ What better opportunity could be found to carry out
 this principle, to introduce the breeziness of British political
institutions into the dreary atmosphere of Oriental con-
ditions, than this, where the princes themselves would
‘be the means of introducing it? To-day, while in the
British territory reforms of a far-reaching character are
being carried out and the people are making rapid strides
in sanitation and education, the populations of most of
the native states lag behind. This state of order is not
conducive to the development of India. The more a
portion of India is debarred from the benefits of an en-
lightened rule, the more arduous will be the task of carry=
ing out a policy of reform in the country. The Indian
states need to be brought into line with the British terri-
tory. . The only way in which this can be done, consistently
with the policy of Great Britain in preserving these states,
is to associate the Indian princes with British administra-
tors. It is only responsibility that makes a man efficient,
and the more the princes are given a share in the responsi-
bilities of the British Raj, the more they will develop
capability and skill in administration.
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Isolation and segregation are permissible at an early
stage in the formation of an empire, but they are suicidal
at a developed and ultimate stage. Unification should be
the watchword at this hour. The first step towards this
~end will be to invest the sovereign princes of India, who
form a powerful unit in the Empire, with sufficient powers
to advise the Government of India on all Imperial ques-
tions. ‘ o
They should be “ Councillors of the King-Emperor,”
instead of being merely “native chiefs” and “petty
chiefs.” Then, and then only, will their right position in
the British Empire be assured, and only then will the
pledges of Great Britain be fulfilled. Their staunch friend-
ship with the British Government through thick and thin,
their repeated sacrifices on its behalf, their significant
position as the aristocracy of India, demand and justify
such a step, and it is to be hoped that those who are
responsible for the conduct of the Empire will carefully
consider this proposal. ' v
Secing the innumerable dangers that threaten the safety
and the permanence of all great empires, nothing should
be left undone to assure the consolidation of that of Great
Britain, and first and foremost the vexed problem of
Indian unrest should be solved once and for all. It calls
for a close and careful study of India’s conditions, and it
calls for increasing attention to be paid to the sovereign
princes of India, who are the mainstay of British rule.
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THE FAMILY DEITY OF THE SEESODIA RAJPUTS



CHAPTER 1T
WHO THE RAJPUTS ARE

In the Institutes of Manu, the ancient law-giver of India,
Hindu society is divided into four classes. The first is that
~of the Brahmins, or clergy, to whom is entrusted the
spiritual welfare of the Hindus; the second is the powerful
class of the Kshatriyas, or warriors, who are the rulers and
temporal guardians of the nation; the third class com-
prises the Vaishyas, or mercantile population, whose duty
it is to watch over the agricultural and commercial interests
of the people; and at the bottom of the social scale come the
Sudras who are hereditary servants and manual labourers.

This explicit classification defines the position of the
Rajputs, who as the lineal descendants of the ancient
Kshatriyas are the hereditary royal warriors and the
admitted nobility of India.

Their claim to be among the oldest ruling dynasties in
the world is incontestable, as shown by Colonel Tod: ‘ If
we compare the antiquity and illustrious descent of the
dynasties which have ruled, and some which continue to
rule, the small sovereigixties of Rajasthan, with many of

35
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celebrity in Europe, supenonty will often attach to the

Rajput. From the most remote perlods ‘we ‘can trace

nothing ignoble, nor any vestige of vassal orlgm Reduced
in power, circumscribed in terntory, compelled to yleld |
much of their splendour and many of the dlgmtxes of birth,
they have not abandoned an iota of the pride and hxgh o
bearing arising from a knowledge of thelr illustrious and
regal descent. On this principle the various ;evolutlons in
the Rana’s family never encroached, and the nﬁghty Jehangir
Rimself, the Emperor of the Moghuls, becé.me, like Ceesar,
' the commentator of the history of the tribe of Seesodia.*

The potentate of the twenty-two satrapies of Hind
dwells with proud complacency on this Rajput king'heving ‘
made terms with him. He praises heaven that what his
immortal ancestor Baber, the founder of the Moghul
dynasty, failed to do, the project in which Ht(ma.yun had
also failed, and in which the illustrious Akbar, his father,
had but partially succeeded, was reserved for him. It is
pleasing to peruse in the commentaries of these conquerors,
Baber and Jehangir, their sentiments with regard to these
princes. We have the evidence of Sir Thomas Roe, the
Ambassador of James to Jehangir, as to the splendour
of this race; it appears throughout their annals and those
of their neighbours.

¥ Seesodia is the last change of name which the Rana’s family has
undergone. It was first Suryavansa, then Grahilote or Gehlote, Aharya,
and Seesodia., These changes arose from revolutions and local circum-

stanees,
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o The Ra}put prmces of India, therefore, hold a very
mﬁermti@51t;0n to the mushroom princes belongmg to

who are not dependent for their titles on past or present
,soverelgns Few even of the peers of Great Bntam can
boast with them of a royal ancestry.

The Rajput princes of India trace their descent from
the ancient Emperors and rulers of India; and, though
politically’ subordinate to the Imperial Government, tﬁey
have a hereditary claim to royal authority. The question

may arise why all the ruling princes of India at the present

time are not acknowledged as Rajputs. The answer is,
because the sacred lore as well as the laws of Hindustan
admit only those as Rajputs who are descended from the
thirty-six royal Kshatriya clans mentioned in the sacred
- books, the Puranas, and in the two great Indian eplc poems,
the “ Mahabharata ”’ and the “ Ramayana.”

Sir Alfred Lyall, in his famous work, ‘ Asiatic Studies,
Religious and Social,” speaks of the ruling dynasties of Raj-
putana as ‘‘ the most ancient families of the purest clans.”

“ To the Seesodia clan, the oldest and purest blood in
India,” the same author says elsewhere, * belong the states

e _"]a.s ‘ manufaétured indlscrlrnmately by the British Govern—_
ment stand on any sort of equahty with the Rajput nobles,

G,
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of Udaipur, Banswarra, Dungarpur, Pertabgath and Shah-
para.” As to the distinction between a,se1f~styiéd chief and
a hereditary king of the blood-royal Sir Alfred writes:
“ No ordinary reader would suspect a radical difference of
constitution between the Maratha group and the Rajpuf' ‘
group, between the state ruled by Maharaja Sindia, for
instance, and the conterminous state of Jaipur or Udaipur.
Any difference existing between the two states would
probably be assumed in England to mean this, that the
Maratha prince ruled over Marathas, and the Rajput
~ chief over Rajputs.  But this would be all wrong, for there
are very few Marathas in the dominion of Sindia, the
Maratha prince, while he probably has more Rajput sub-
jects than the Rajput chief of Udaipur, the oldest Rajput
territory. The real difference is that Sindia is the repre-
sentative of the single family of a successful captain of
armies who annexed in the last century all the territory he
could lay hands on, and whose son finally encamped so
long in one place that his camp grew into his capital some
sixty years ago; while the Rajput chief is the head of a
clan which has for many centuries been lords of the soil
which now makes up the Udaipur state’s territory. And
this distinction of origin represents a vast distinction in
the whole constitution and political classification of the
two states. Sindia is a despot of the ordinary Asiatic
species, ruling absolutely the lands which his ancestor
seized by the power of a mercenary army; but the Rajput
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| ch.tef’cmn is a very d1ﬂerent personage, of a much rarer

‘ ‘and more instructive type politically and socially, inso-

much that some accurate description of this type may be
useful and interesting even to general readers in England.”

The thirty-six royal clans referred to above are classi-
fied as follows: | ,

. The Suryavamsies, or Raghuvamsies (the clans of
the Solar dynasty), descended through Manu, Ikshvaku,
Harischandra, Raghu, Dasaratha and Rama.

2. The Chandravamsies, or Somavamsies (the clans
of the lunar dynasty), descended through Yayati, Deva
Nausha, Puru, Yadu, Kuru, Pandu, Yudhisthira and
Krishna.

3. The Agniculas (the clans of the fire dynasty),
descended from Agnipala, Swatcha, Mallan, Gulunsur,
Ajpala and Dola Rai. :

The names of the thirty-six royal clans are:

| SURYAVAMSA OR SoLAR DyNnasty.
Seesodia, Kachhwaha. Balla. Byce.

Rahtor. Gohil. Birgujur. Chola.
CHANDRAVAMSA OR LUNAR DyNasTY.

Yadava. Jaitwa or Camari.  Gherwal. Nicumpa.
Tuar or Tomar, Sawya or Sariaspa.  Sengar, Rajpali.
Chawara, Silar or Sular. Sirkerwal. Dahirya.
Hun. Dabi. Dahia. Dahima.
Catti. Gour. Joyha. Jit.
Jhala. Doda. ‘ Mohil. Pandya.

AGNICULAS OR FiIrE DyNasTY.
Chohan. Purihar. Pramar. Solanki.
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The Rajputs, true to their descent, are born wa‘rri‘oi's,‘
and no family of the human race ever possessed so liberal
a portion of that essence of reckless daring, called ucghi‘valry‘
by poets and romancers, as the Rajputs. Chivalry and
heroism are as much a part of their blood as honour and
pride. To write at any length about the Rajputs is to
relate the deeds and vicissitudes of one of the noblest and
most ancient of known races, and to enliven many pages
of the world’s history with startling episodes of romance.
Their fame is recorded on every page of the stirring annals
~ of the Rajput States of India. The glory of their mighty
achievements is reflected in the works of evefy chronicler
of Europe and Asia, beginning with the father of historians,
Herodotus, who was the first to allude to their heroic
courage. : :

- The Rajput code of honour calls for a very high standard
of character, and that this high standard has been un-
interruptedly maintained is shown by their present ready
response to the call to arms. i

The Rajputs, both in their lives and aspirations,
remain true to the traditions of their race, and are
characterized in all their ways, as their ancestors before
them, by the .pride and dignity that betoken men of
destiny. Napoleon once exclaimed : ‘‘ Give me a few
men of destiny to create mine; give me mine, and I

E/ 33
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CHAPTER IV

RAJPUT BRAVERY

ConspicUuOUS among the many noble qualities that dis-
tinguish the warlike Rajputs is their unwavering fidelity.
From the beginning of their history they have been noted
for intense devotion to their chiefs, and in times of adver-
sity as well as prosperity the clans have stood as one man
by their hereditary and accredited heads. Fluctuating as
was the fortune of these leaders, they would hardly have
been able to preserve their race traditions untarnished but
for this fidelity of their followers. :

On the advent first of the Pathans and then of the
Moghuls the loyal and martial spirit of the Rajput clans
was not subdued even in defeat. Year after year they
fought for supremacy and independence with a valour that
surprised their Muhammadan enemies. Medieval Indian
history furnishes most inspiring reading as to their field
strategy, their bravery and their recklessness in facing
death. Many a glorious page relates how stubbornly the
Rajputs of royal race resented and resisted the repeated
invasions of the Pathans after the death of the all-powerful
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| ‘Pnthvx Ra], the great and the last Hindu Ernperor of

Hmdustan | v o

in spxte of racial and religious hatred and ]ea.lousy, the
Moghuls under Akbar could not withhold their admiration
and astonishment at the magnificent stand made by the |
Rajputs before the fall of Chitor, and at the valour with
which their Muhammadan hordes were always met by the
Rana’s loyal clansmen. : |

Colonel Tod, the Froissart of the Rajputs, has pre-
served for us the following narrative, which gives a fine
illustration of the fierce devotion of the Rajput race, no
son of which was ever known to turn his back on the foe.

““ When Jehangir had obtained possession of the pal-
ladium of Mewar, the ancient fortress of Chitor, and driven
the prince into the wilds and mountains of the west, an
opportunity offered to recover some frontier lands in the
~ plains, and the Rana with all his chiefs were assembled for
the purpose. But the Suktawuts asserted an equal privi-
lege with their rivals to form the vanguard, a right which
their indisputable valour (perhaps superior to that of the
other party) rendered not invalid. The Chondawuts
claimed it as an hereditary privilege, and the sword would
have decided the matter but for the tact of the prince.
¢ The harawal (van) to the clan which first enters Ontala’
was a decision which the Suktawut leader quickly heard;
while the other could no longer plead his right when such
a gauntlet was thrown down for its maintenance.
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“ Ontala is the frontier fortress in the plains about L

eighteen miles east of the capital, and covering the road
which leads from it to the more ancient one of ‘Chitox". It
is situated on a rising ground, with a stream flowing beneath
its walls, which are of solid masonry, lofty, and with round
towers at intervals. In the centre was the Governor’s
house, also fortified. One gate only gave admission to this
castle. |

“ The clans, always rivals in power, now competitors
in- glory, moved off at the same time, some hours before
- daybreak—Ontala the goal, the harawal the reward ! Ani-
mated with hope; a barbarous and cruel foe the object of
their prowess; their wives and families spectators, on their
return, of ‘the meed of enterprise; the bard who sang the
praise of each race at their outset demanding of each
materials for a new wreath, supplied every stimulus that
a Rajput could have to exertion.

¢ The Suktawuts made directly for the gateway, which
they reached as the day broke, and took the foe unprepared;
but the walls were soon manned, and the action com-
menced. The Chondawuts, less skilled in topography, had
traversed a swamp, which retarded them, but through
which they dashed, fortunately meeting a guide in a shep-
herd of Ontala. With more foresight than their opponents,
they had brought ladders. The chief led the escalade,
but a ball rolled him back amidst his vassals; it was not
his destiny to lead the harawal! Each party was checked.
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The Suktawut depended on the elephant he rode to gain
admission by forcing the gate; but its projecting spikes

~ deterred the animal from applying its strength. His men
were falling thick around him, when a shout from the
other party made them dread their success. He descended

from his seat, placed his body on the spikes, and com-
manded the driver, on pain of instant death, to propel the
elephant against him. The gates gave way, and over the
dead body of their chief his clan rushed to the combat !

But even this heroic surrender of his life failed to purchase
the honour for his clan. The lifeless corpse of his rival
was already in Ontala, and this was the event announced
by the shout which urged his sacrifice to honour and
ambition. When the Chondawut chief fell, the next in

rank and kin took the command. He was one of those
arrogant, reckless Rajputs who signalized themselves

wherever there was danger, not only against men but
tigers, and his common appellation was the Benda Thakur

(‘mad chief’) of Deogurh. When his leader fell, he

~ rolled the body in his scarf, then tying it on his back,

scaled the wall, and with his lance having cleared the
way before him, he threw the dead body over the parapet
of Ontala, shouting: ‘ The vanguard to the Chondawut !

We are first in!’ The shout was echoed by the clan,
and the rampart was in their possession nearly at the
moment of the entry of the Suktawuts. The Moghuls
fell under their swords; the standard of Mewar was erected
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in the castle of Ontala. but the Ieadmg of the vangua.rd
remained with the Chondawuts

When Napoleon aspired to the conquest of India, as
a stepping-stone to that conquest * Le petit Caporal ”
marched on Egypt, but after the Battle of the Nile his
progress eastward was successfully checked by Sir Sydney
Phillip. This General Phillip was charmed by his French
opponents, and he referred to them in one of his diaries
as “our sweet enemy.’”’ The same epithet of * sweet "
was applied by the great Akbar to his enemies, the Rajputs.
 He had a full taste of the warlike ardour of these indomit-
able foes before the fall of Chitor, which followed upon a
siege that is among the most famous events of an eventful
history. '

After a first unsuccessful attempt to take Chitor, Akbar
renewed his plans for attacking the city, and collected an
immense force. In the twelfth year of his reign he taxed
every resource of his wide and powerful empire in order to
make neceséary preparation for his successful advance upon
this capital of the noble and haughty Seesodia Rajputs,
the lineal descendants of Manu, Raghu, Rama and Bappa
Rawal, which had been regarded as ‘‘ the abode of royalty
for the past thousand years.

Receiving news through his jasuds (spies) of some
internal troubles between Rana Udaisinghji and his nobles,
Akbar judged the moment favourable for starting opera-,
tions. He was eager to win the renown that would ensue
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~ to him from the ‘capture of this far—fam'ed fortress, which

towered above the rocky summit of an isolated mountain,
some twelve miles in circumference at the base, and was

considered impregnable. So without delay he ordered the

impenal forces to ma.rch for Chitor.

Rana Udaxsmgh]l hearing of the approach of the
Moghul army under Akbar, left the fortress in charge of
Rawal Sahidas, chief of Salumbra, the leading noble and
the commander-in-chief of Mewar, and retired into the
Aravali mountains to conduct operations from the outside.

Rawal Sahidas, at the head of a large body of brave
Rajputs, prepared himself for the defence. He filled the
’gfanarfes with food-supplies, stocked the magazines with
arms and ammunition, and manned every defensible
position with his Rajputs. Other noted chiefs under his
command were Rawut Dudaji of Madiaria, the chief of the
Sangawut clan; the chiefs of Baidla and Kotario, descend-
ants of Prithwiraj Chohan of Delhi, the Paur of Bijolli, the
Jhala of Sadri, Sonigurra Rao of Jahlore; Eshwardas
Rahtor; Karmsingh Kachhwaha; Duda Sadani Kachhwaha,
a son of Baghsinghji of Deola, and Ramsinghji Tomar, the
exiled Prince of Gwalior. These, with a numerous body of
brave Rajput clansmen, stood ready to receive the enemy.

Meanwhile the plains and valleys around Chitor, as far
as the present city of Udaipur were laid waste by the com-
mand of Rana Udaisinghji. Food-supplies and ammuni-
tion were stored in the forts of Gogunda, Komulmir and

a7
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Mandalgarh and were left m charge of brave and falthful
- chiefs.

Akbar advanced by the Dholpur route, taking the forts
of Sivapur and Kotah. On his way he dispatched a part
of the Moghul army, under Asaf Khan, against the sur-
rounding forts. ‘

Mandalgarh was the first to be attacked, but Asaf
Khan was repulsed by the faithful commander, Ballu-
singhji, a brave Salonki Rajput. He then turned his
attention to Rampur, which was taken after a hard struggle.
Rao Durgasinghji, the Kiledar, heroically defended his
post to the last, but, unable to cope with the overwhelming
Moghul forces, escaped to the Aravali Mountains with his
Rajputs, and joined Maharana Udaisinghji in his retreat.
Husain Ali Khan, another of the imperial generals, was
now dispatched by Akbar, with a large body of forces
under his éomma.nd, to attack the Maharana. He was
defeated, and the Maharana fell back upon the stronghold
of Komulmir, and during the confused search for his where-
abouts by the Moghuls he carried out a further retreat
to the forests of Rajpipla in Guzerat.

Akbar, in the meantime, had reached Chitorgarh, and,
surrounding it on all sides, began operations against it in
right earnest, throwing up earthworks for the protection of
the besiegers and choosing his points of attack. Of the
three most important positions occupied by the Moghuls,
the one in front of the main gate was in command of the
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Emperor Akbar himself, with Kazi Ali Bhagdadhi, Rai
_ Pithamhardas and Hasain Khan, as his principal officers.
- The two others were held respectively by Raja Todar Mal,
‘Sujaut Khan and Kasim Khan, and by Wazir Khan and
Asaf Khan.

The besieged Rajputs seized every opportunity for a
sally, and fought their way into the very heart of the
Moghul camp, while Akbar’s men were not slow in taking
their revenge ‘by counter-attacks. At last the Emperor,
seeing that no impression was made by his besieging forces,
or by cutting off supplies, advanced his earthworks to the
very foot of the rock, in order to undermine the fortifications,
an undertaking which cost him dearly in men and money.
The skilled Rajput marksmen stationed on the battle-
ments above, armed with matchlocks and bows and arrows,
effectually prevented the imperial workmen from com-
pleting their entrenchments or mining operations. The
enraged Emperor then erdered large shield-like con-
trivances, made of iron and hide, at an enormous cost, to
protect the men at their work, but this precaution seems
to have been of no practical use, for we hear of 200 work-
men being killed daily by the deadly missiles of the brave
defenders of Chitorgarh. As the frightful havoc con-
tinuevd, the daily wages in the Moghul camp rose high, for
it was difficult to get men to endanger their lives in this
bazardous undertaking, notwithstanding bribes of large
sums of. mbney distributed among them by the Emperor,
7
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who a.ctually paid a gold mohur for every basket of earth

" used in the protective earthwork thrown up to enable the |
men to approach the walls of the fortress. :

Finally, the imperial forces succeeded in laymg two
mines under the walls of Chitorgarh ; 120 maunds of
powder (9,600 pounds) were used in one, and 80 maunds
(6,400 pounds) in the other. The imperial forces waited
in readiness to storm the breach. On Pous soodi saptamsi
Bhud, S. 1624 (January, 1568) one of the mines was fired,
with the result that a bastion, with a large number of
. Rajputs, was blown up.

The imperial forces rushed forward, and in their turn
were blown up by the second mine, which was late in
exploding. The shock was félt at a distance of eighty
to ninety miles around the fort. The loss of life on the
Rajput side was 9o, and on the imperial side 200. The
Rajputs, at great risk of life, had now to repair the
breaches, while they defended themselves against a general
assault made by the imperial forces. The assault, how-
ever, failed, and the Rajputs succeeded in driving the
enemy back to his entrenchments. Akbar himself con-
ducted operations and took part in the siege with his
musket which he used with deadly effect, stationing him-
self in’ a raised gallery whence he had a good view of the
combatants. Among the incidents of this siege, it is
recorded that one Rajput marksman played great havoc
among the officers of the Moghul troops, by picking them
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off one by one. The Emperor, howéver, was an equally
good marksman, and after carefully noting whence the
shots came, took aim at the Rajput and shot him dead.

It was at the assault just mentioned that the brave
Rawal Sahidas, chief of Salumbra, fell defending the
“ Suraj Pol ”— the Gate of the Sun.”

The command then devolved on Pratap of Kailwa, the
chief of Jugawats, and one of the sixteen superior nobles
of Mewar. Colonel Tod, in his annals of Mewar, says:
“ He was only sixteen; his father had fallen in the last
shock, and his mother had survived but to rear this the
sole heir of their house. Like the Spartan mother of old,

she commanded him to put on the saffron robe and

to die for the honour and glory of the Seesodias like a
brave Rajput. But, surpassing the Grecian dame, she
illustrated her precept by example, and, lest any soft
‘ compunctious visitings’ for one dearer. than herself
might dim the lustre of the Seesodias, she, armed and
mounted and accompanied by her son’s young bride,
descended the rock of Chitor, lance in hand and died
heroically charging the imperial forces.”

The Rajputs, inspired by the heroism of their wives
and daughters, grew more reckless in their onslaughts.
They had suffered the horrors of a protracted siege, but
they bad no thought of surrender. The youthful Pratap
performed deeds of valour unparalleled in the annals of
Mewar, and met a glorious death in the defence of his

QL.
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country. Jaimul Rahtor, of the Mairtea house, the bravest
of the brave clans of Marwar, succeeded to his command.
The heroic achievements of these two men, unsurpassed
in the history of any race, were immortalized by the
Emperor’s own pen; and the names of Jaimull and Pratap
have become househeld words in Mewar. They are still
held sacred by the bard, and will be honoured by the
Rajput as long as he retains a shred of his inheritance and
a spark of his ancient recollections.

The imperial forces made another general assault in
Cheit Badi Dasmi, S. 1624 (April, 1568 A.p.), and suc-
ceeded in storming the fort at several points. The struggle
- raged till midnight with a heavy loss of life on both sides,
the besieged fighting with ever-increasing desperation.
The Seesodias armed the battlements and simultaneously
strove to repair the fresh breaches made by the enemy.

Rao Jaimull went his rounds among the defenders
night and day, exhorting them to continue their stern
resistance and endeavouring to instil them with his own
courage. He attracted the notice of the Emperor who
inquired of his attendants whose figure it was that he saw
so constantly on the battlements; and on being informed
that it was the noted Rajput commander, he immedi-
ately sent for his favourite matchlock * Sangram,” and,
waiting his opportunity, fired at Rao Jaimull who the
next instant had fallen mortally wounded. ;

Rao Jaimull revolted at the idea of ingloriously perish-
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ing by the hand of an uﬁseen‘foe. He saw theré was no
~ ultimate hope of saving the fortress, the northern defences
being entirely destroyed, and he resolved to make a signal
end to his career. He forthwith commanded the awful
rite of johar. He ordered wood, ghee and grass, to be
collected at three different places, while 8,000 brave
Rajputs ate the last beera together, and put on their
“ saffron robes.’”” The three places of johar were the
house of Seesodia Pratap Juggawat, Rao Jaimull Rathor’s
camp and the palace of Eshwardas Chohan.

As the sacrificial flames rose into the air they became
visible to the Moghul camp and Akbar gazed at them
in some amaze inquiring what they meant. One of his
retinue explained what had probably taken place within
the fort, as the Rajputs, despairing of further resistance,
had no doubt determined to court the death they could
not escape. The Emperor immediately ordered the en-
trenchments to be reinforced and the sentries to be doubled ;
men in such extremity as the Rajputs and of their temper
were, he feared, capable of some deed especially daring
in order to immortalize their race. &

Meanwhile, within the fort Rao Jaimull and his brother
chiefs were informing the women of their decision and
exhorting them to meet death bravely. Smiling the
brave Rajput women replied: * This night we shall pre-
pare, and by to-morrow’s night we shall be the inhabitants
of ‘Bhanuloka,’ ready to meet you all there.” They
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}ba‘de* a last farewell to their husbands, brothers, sons and
other male relatives,and then courageously leaped ihto the
fires prepared for them.
 After witnessing this awful sacrifice, the Ra]puts,_
clad in their “saffron robes,” rushed to their posts—and
threw open the gates of Chitor, revealing an appalling
scene within of flames and smoke rising from the johar
and guns belching fire from the fort. A hush fell on the
imperial camp, for no one knew what alarming action the
Seesodias were preparing for the morrow. |

. Next day was Aditwar (or Sunday), the day sacred to
the sun, the divinity of the Seesodias, and the imperial
nakkaras sounded the advance. The Moghul forces were
led by the Emperor in person. Outside the ‘ Phuta Pol,”’

“ the broken gate,” they were met by the renowned

]almull, carried on the back of Kallasmgh, a brave clans-
man, the wounded Rajput commander being determined
to strike a last blow at the enemy, and so die fighting,
The imperial forces were repulsed with loss, and though
the Emperor rallied his men and exhorted them to ad-
vance, he could not get them to face the reckless onslaught
of the desperate Seesodias, whose daughters, sisters,
mothers and wives having perished by fire, had more to
gain by death than life. A thrill of fear ran through the
enemy’s lines at the sight of their set faces inflamed with
wrath. The Emperor, seeing the impossibility of forcing
his men to advance, ordered the Elephant Brigade, com-



RAJPUT BRAVERY s
‘ ('posed of 550 elephants to charge the Ra]puts, and with
the help of these must elephants the imperial forces
gained entrance into the fort. The Rajputs met death
bravely, fighting over every inch of ground with the huge
animals. Eshwardas Chohan, encountering one of the
elephants, asked the mahavat its name. Being told it was
¢ Madhkur,” he seized it by one of its tusks, and plunged
his dagger into the trunk, saying: “ Gujraj, will you con-
vey my salutation to the Emperor?” '

“In this way,”’ says Tod, ‘‘ the Emperor entered Chitor,
when 30,000 of its brave defenders became victims to the
ambitious thirst for conquest of this ¢ guardian of mankind.’

‘“ All the heads of clans, both home and foreign, fell,
and 1,700 of the immediate kin of the Rana sealed their
 duty to their country with their lives. Chitor, the rock
of their strength, was despoiled, and the temples and palaces
were despoiled. To complete her humiliation and his
triumph, Akbar bereft her of all the symbols of royalty—
the nakkaras (kettle-drums), whose reverberations pro-
claimed for miles around the entrance and exit of her
princes; the candelabras from the shrine of the °great
mbther,’ who girt Bappa Rawal with the sword with
which he conguered Chitor; and, in mockery of her misery,
her portals to adorn his projected capital Agra.”

Maharana Partap, the son and successor of Udaisingh,
was a high-spirited prince, endowed to the full with all the
chivalric qualities of the Rajput. Alone amongst the sons

QL
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of Ra]put royal families, he scorned matrlmoma.l aﬂianm“ ,
with the Moghul imperial family of Delhi. |

Nine years after the fall of Chitor, hoPeIess as was the
Rajput cause, Partap would not allow that his country
was conquered, and determined to strike ome more blow
for its independence. He assembled a force of 22,000
Rajputs on the field of Huldighat, and a battle followed
which will be remembered as long as a Seesodia occupies
Mewar, or a bard survives to relate the tale. The in-
vading Moghuls were commanded by Akbar’s son, Selim,
the Prince Imperial of Delhi, who was guided by the
counsels of Raja Mansingh and the distinguished apostate
son of Sagurji, Mohabet Khan. Pa.rtap trusted to his
native hills and the valour of his 22,000 Rajputs to with-
stand the imperial army. The divisions of the Moghul
army encountered little opposition at the exterior defiles
by which they penetrated the western side of the Aravali,
concentrating as they approached the chief pass which led
to the less impregnable part of this intricate country.

The range to which Partap was restricted was the
mountainous region partly surrounding, but lying chiefly
to the west of, Komulmer, the new capital, stretching
south from this point a distance of about eighty miles, and
nearly equal in breadth. The heights are clothed with
forest and cleft with valleys and streams. The approaches
to the capital from every point—north, 'west, and south—
are through narrow defiles running between lofty, per-
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L ‘pﬂndwular rocks and of scarcely breadth sufﬁment to

 allow of two carnages abreast. Across these is flung at
intervals a natural rampart, such as is known in Europe
as Col, which may sometimes open into spaces sufficiently
capacious to encamp a large force. Such was the plain
‘of Huldighat, at the base of a neck of mountain which
~ shut up the valley and rendered it almost inaccessible.
~ Above and below the Rajputs were posted, and on the cliffs
and pinnacles overlooking the field of battle the faithful
aborigines, the Bhils, with their natural weapon, the bow
‘and arrow, and huge stones ready to roll upon the com-
batant enemy.

At this pass Partap was posted with the flower of
Mewar, and glorious was the struggle for its maintenance.
Clan after clan followed with desperate intrepidity, emu-
lating the daring of their prince, who led the crimson banner

_into the hottest part of the field. Straining every nerve,

he fought his way to where Prince Selim commanded. .

The Moghul guards fell before Partap, and but for the steel
plates which defended his howdah the lance of the Rajput
would have deprived Akbar of his heir. » Partap’s steed,
the gallant Chytuc, nobly seconded his lord and is repre-
sented in all the historic drawings of this battle with one
foot uplifted against the elephant of the Moghul, while
his rider hurls his lance against his foe. The Mahavat,
being without means of defence, was slain, and the in-
furiated animal, now without control, carried off Selim.
8
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The carnage on this spot was immense : the Moghuls eager
to defend Selim, the heroes of Mewa‘r‘“ to second their
prince who had already received seven Wdunds. The i
“ Royal Umbrella,” which he would not lay aside,"madé
Partap a conspicuous mark for the enemy, and thrice
was he surrounded by the foe, and thrice rescued from
their midst. He was at length nearly overwhelmed, when
the Jhala chief gave a signal instance of fidelity and
extricated him at the cost of his own life, Manah seized
the insignia of Mewar, and, rearing the “ gold sun’’ above
~his own head, fought his way to another part of the field,
drawing after him the full tide of battle and diverting
attention from his prince who was forced from the scene
of action. The noble Jhala fell with all his brave vassals,
and in remembrance of his deed his descendants ever since
the day of Huldighat have borne the regal ensigns of
Mewar, and enjoyed ‘‘ the right-hand of her princes.”
But this desperate valour was unavailing against a force
with a powerful field artillery and a dromedary corps
mounting swivel guns; and of 22,000 Rajputs who fought
that day for the defence of Huldighat, against‘ 100,000
Moghul warriors, only 8,000 quitted the field alive,

On the 17th of Sawan, S. 1632 (July, 1576 A.D.), a day
ever memorable in her annals, the best blood of Mewar
was spilt in the pass of Huldighat. Of those nearest of
kin to the prince, 500 were slain; the exiled prince of
Gwalior, Ramsah; his son Khande Rao, with 350 of his
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o bra.ve Tuar clan, paid the debt of gratitude with their lives.

| ‘Slnce thelr expulsmn by Baber they had found sanctuary
_in Mewar, whose princes diminished their feeble revenues
to mamtam 1nvmlab1e the rites of hospitality. Manah,
the devoted Jhala, lost 150 of his vassals, and every house
of Mewar mourned its chief support.
 But the wise and conciliatory policy subsequently
‘adopted by the statesman-like Akbar healed the breach
* between the fallen Rajput princes and the imperial house,
and after a matrimonial alliance between the Emperor
and a Rajput princess of the royal house of Jaipur the
Rajputs were givénhigh military and administrative posts
at the court of Agra. Mansingh, cousin of Akbar’s wife,
was ho_minated" governor and commander of the forces of
Cabul, and another Rajput prince was given a similar high
command in the home army. This connection with the
Rajputs was one of the chief assets in the consolidation
of Akbar’s power.
His son Jehamgir, who had Rajput blood in his veins,

‘and his grandson, Shah Jehan, were as much attached to
the Rajputs as they were to the imperial Moghul throne
‘and the empire. But, unfortunately, the foolish policy of
bigoted and fanatical Aurangzeb caused a gulf of separa-
tion between the two races which was never again bridged.
Cruel indignities inflicted by Aurangzeb drove the Rajputs
away from the Moghul Court, but as Rajputs they did not
resort to vengeance against that “ hateful enemy of man-

Q
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kind.” They became hostile to him, it is true, but theu:"'“ L
hostility did not assume any aggressive form. Their with-
drawal alone meant the collapse of a main support to

Aurangzeb’s Moghul throne. “And when in an evil hour
Aurangzeb estranged them, ‘the power of his house received
a mortal blow and rapidly declined, to rise no more.”’*

“ The alienation of the Rajputs, even if it did not
amount to active hostility, could not fail to sap both its
material and moral strength,”’t says the learned author of
thé “ Fall of the Moghul Empire.”

They left Aurangzeb alone—alone at the tottering
helm—to seek his own salvation, and his chicanery and
cunning paved the way for the downfall of his empire.

As a prince, this haughty and ambitious Moghul had
aspired, and even conspired, to snatch the imperial crown
from the head of his father, the old Emperor Shah Jehan,
He rebelled against his imperial lord and father, alienated
some of the leading Moghul nobles from their loyalty,
instigated the populace to revolt, and, as a climax to his
youthful career of infamy, waged open war against the
imperial authority. At that time the Rajputs stood by
the Emperor and fought and fell for him. In one of the
contests between father and son for supremacy “ heavy
was the loss on the imperial side,” says Professor Sarkar,
i his admirable work ‘““History of Aurangzeb,”i * and

* “ India on Eve of British Conquest,”” by Sidney J. Owen, chap, iii.,
p- 56.

+ “ The Fall of the Moghul Empire,” by Sidney J. Owen, M.A., p 14.

i Chap. xv., p. 25.
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the main portion of the loss was borne by the Rajputs. . .
Every clan of Rajasthan contributed its quota to the
band of heroes who sacrificed their lives in their masters’
service (swamé dharma). As the bardic chronicle records
it: ‘ The onset cost seventeen hundred Rathors, besides
Gehlots, Hadas, Gaurs and some of every clan of Rajputs.
This was one of the events glorious to the Rajput, showing
his devotion to whom fidelity had been pledged—theaged
and enfeebled Emperor Shah Jehan, whose salt they ate—
against all the temptation offered by the youthful ambi-
tion. . . . The Rajput sealed his faith in his blood, and
none more liberally than the brave Hadas of Kotah and
Bundi. The annals of no nation on earth can furnish
such an -example as an entire family (the house of Kotah),
six loyal brothers, stretched on the field.”

The fidelity of the Rajput towards his friends and allies,
his chivalry towards enemies, and his unswerving faith to
. his given word, are all part of his heritage from his illus-
trious forebears, and no vicissitudes of fortune have induced
him to depart from their ancient code of honour. Even
when their fair land was devastated by the Muhammadans,
their ardour damped and their spirit broken, their, moral
integrity was not impaired.

The history of the Hindus is replete with tales of rulers
and sons of rulers who scoffed at a throne, and calmly
resigned themselves to oblivion rather than fail in the per-
formance of their filial duty.
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One of the most remarkable illustrations of fraternal
affection and duty recorded in all the annals of the world
is that mentioned in the Hihdu epic poem Ramayana.”
Unsurpassed in its intrinsic worth and unique in its classical
value, the epic is even more remarkable in its portrayal of
the history of the greatest Imperial family of Hindu India.
Rama, the heir to the throne of Ayodhya, was sent away
as an exile for a period of fourteen years by his father,
Dasaratha, through the machinations of Kaikeyi, the step-
mother of Rama and his father’s favourite consort, who,
carried away by ambition and desire of power, plotted for
her own son Bharat to succeed his father. Her scheme
was successfully carried out while Bharat was on a visit
to his maternal grandfather. He was still absent when
the aged Emperor Dasaratha, repenting his heartlessness
in having banished Rama, died of a broken heart. When
Bharat, ignorant of the exile of his brother and the death
of his father, returned to his mother who conveyed the
news to him, thinking that her son would welcome the.
prospect of ruling the greatest empire of that time, so strong
was the instinct of filial duty and brotherly love in Bharat
that he scorned to sacrifice these noble virtues for a throne.
He at once set out to seek his brother and induce him to
occupy his right place. But Rama would not break his
promise to his father, and refused to return from his exile.
Whereupon Bharat returned to the capital of the empire,
taking with him his brother’s sandals, which he placed on
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the throne. These Were;'h he proclaimed to the people at
large, the emblems of the real ruler, he being only the
Viceregent of his brother. Comment on this heroic act
of fraternal devotion is needless, but it shows unmistakably
that in a state of affluence and favourable circumstances
ambition and avarice never succeeded in quenching the
Rajput’s fidelity which stands out in this tale in striking
contrast to the lack of scruples and brotherly love of the
Moghul Emperor Aurangzeb, as described elsewhere.
| Many similar instances of the unflinching observance of
the duty of swémi dharma on the part of the Rajputs
could be quoted. The spirit which has dominated them in
all ages and amid all changes of fortune.s not found want-
ing at this critical moment, and as long as they remain
true to the principle of swami dharma no better and more
courageous fighting men could be found than in their ranks.
Their inherited chivalry, roused to martial ardour, is
now ready to come to the aid of the Empire, and out of
a population of nearly 9,000,000 to put 2,000,000 men
in the field. In conjunction with their warlike brethren
the Sikhs, the Mahrattas and the Pathans, India is able
to pour into the West an inexhaustible stream of fighting
men, the flower of Indian manhood. Over 10,000,000
men can easily be raised to defend the Empire, actuated
by the same spirit of loyalty towards the British Raj as
the Rajputs, in particular, have exhibited in different
periods of Indian history.




CHAPTER V
RAJPUT CODE OF HONOUR

THE duties of a Rajput are laid down in the great epic
poem Mahabhirata * as follows: , ‘

“ Bhishma says; * A Kshatriya must not put on armour
for fighting a Kshatriya unclad in mail. One should fight
one, and let the opponent alone when the latter becomes
disabled. If the enemy comes clad in mail, his opponent
“also should put on mail. If the enemy advances backed
by an army, his opponent should challenge him to battle
backed by an army. If the enemy fights aided by deceit,
he should be met with the aid of deceit. If, on the other
hand, he fights fair<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>