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on the 19th when the railway station was
sacked, records burnt, and telegraphs
destroyed all along the line. Martial Law
was extended to Gujranwala District on
the 16th, to Gujrat on the 20th, and to
Lyallpore on April 23. The proclamation
of Martial Law had a beneficial effect, and
Jdhe outbreak and outrages ceased soon
afterwards, ;

I have shown already that martial law

Martial Law

“was proclaimed in only five districts—

Lahore, Amritsar, Gujranwala, Gujrat,
and Lyallpore. It was abrogated in
Gujrat District and most rural areas on

o May 28../0n June 9 it was discontinued
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everywhere except the railways and Lahore
and on June 11 it was discontinued at
La.hore.‘ s

The information which the noble Earl |

wanted with regard to the Regulation of
1804 is this.” It was an ancient law re-
vived for a particular purpose. The im-
pression which the noble Earl had with
rrd to it is hardly correct. The Regu-
I n'of 1804 merely empowers the
Governor-General in Council to declare
Martial Law when there is open rebellion
or surrection. That power exists by

" virtue of that Regulation, and was revived

By legislation of the ordinary kind in 1872.
“mat regulation therefore means nothing
Vmore than this, that when there is insur-
rection or rebellion in any pact of India it
is. competent to the Governor-General to
declare Martial Law over these arcas, and to
continue it 8o long as the insurrection or

" rebellion exists.
¢ (-1 will deal

next with the tribunals
which administered the law during the
time that Martial Law was in operation.
They were of the following kind. First
there was the special Commission; to which
I referred just now,-composed of two

s experienced Judges and one Indian magis-

trate which dealt with offences under

" Regulation 10 of 1804—that is to say,

offences committed by people who had
been taken, so to speak, fagranti delictos
Later on, by another Regulation which the

© noble Earl mentioned, all other offences

(/

of a serious nature which the Local Govern-
‘ment directed them to try or committed
_to them for the purpose of trying, were
dealt with by-them.” That is the highest
kind of tribunal that existed during this
time. Then there were Courts-martial
which summarily disposed of offences
against Martial Law—for example, Orders
ssued by the General Officer commanding,
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Curfew Orders ordering people not to go
out at night after a certain time, Orders
controlling the price of commodities such
as foodstufis, Orders to open shops, and so
on. These were minor offences—breaches
of rules and regulations made by the
military authorities—and were punished
by Regulations made by them which also
defined the penalties. The offences were
summarily tried and are in any case not
punishable with higher punishments than
two years imprisonment. There werc also
in operation the ordinary Criminal Courts
which dealt with ordinary offences as well
as offences ariging under these disturbances,
Just as Martial Law has been altogether
abrogated in the whole of the area since
June, so all Martial Law tribunals have now
been dissolved, and there is only one
tribunal under the Defence of India Act
still sitting and it has one or two more
cases ro try.

I will now give your Lordships the
number of persons convicted by these
different tribunals, the nature of the
sentences, and what has been done by way
of commutation. “The most serious cases
were all tried by the special Commissions.
They tried 852 persons altogether, and
582 of them were convicted and 270 were
acquitted. Offences against Martial Law
Orders disposed of summarily, so far as
figures are available up to now, were
altogether about 1,500 cases. These were
disposed of either by the summary Courts-
Martial or by the ordinary Courts, I have
already mentioned in connection with the
sentences inflicted that it must be borne
in mind that the special Commissions only
tried cases of the most serious nature in
which people were charged either with
waging war, or with sedition, or with
something of that kind, and under the law
most of the offences were punishable,
without alternative, either with death or
with transportation for life. But sentences
have from the beginning been subject to
revision by the Local Government and the
Goovernment of India. < Reductions in com-
mutations have been decided on by the
Local Government, and in nearly 500 cases
large reductions have been granted. Apart
from the above, all sentences by forfeiture
are. without exception, being remitted by
the Local Government.)

Eart RUSSELL : I do not know if the
noble Lord gave the sentences actually
imposed in the first instance. T do not
think T caught them.
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