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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA-HOME DEPARTMENT, 

JUDICIAL CONSULTATION. 

12TH NOVEMBER 1858. 

No. 6. - F1·om Doctor .T. P. W ALKEU., Superintendent of the P enal Settlement of Port 

Blair, to C. BmAD::>N, E3quire, Seeretary to the Government of India, No. 305, dated the 

4,th September 1858. 

Trrn last communication I had the h onor to address to you on the state of 
this Settlement, was letter No. 268, dated 14th ultimo, despatched by the Hon'ble 

Company's Steamer Fire Queen to Moulmein. 

The Fire Queen returned to Port Blair on the 29th ultimo, from M oulmein 
:rnd Tavoy, with stores and thatching materials, and having discha,rged and coaled, 

1 eft for Penang on the 31st idem. 

3. On the 31st ultimo, the Barque A lrna arrived here from Moulmein, with

coals, building materials, plants, &c. &c. Her cargo is now about half dis­

charged. She has brought over the m:tt erials of a barrack for E,iropean soldiers 
erectecl about three years ago at Moulmein. It is 160' x 25' with 10 feet ve­
randah all round. I am about to have it erected on the North Hill, on Ross Island, 
for the Na val Guard. 

4. The Alma will leave for M oulmein in a few days, and by her the 1fou1-
mein workmen, with the exception of the blacksmith, and one or two carpenters, 
will be returned. 

5. rrhe llon'ble Company's Steamer A1tsfralian arrived here on the 1st
instant from Calcutta., bringing 282 convicts, 30 carpenters, six sweepers for the 
Hospital, two Native Doctors, 10 men for the Naval Guard, stores and a Mail. 
She leaves on the morning of the 6th instant for Mergui, Tavoy, and Moulmein, 
for thatching materials, and for the four Elephants sanctioned for the settlement. 
'rhere is difficulty in getting thatching beams at this season. Captain Man writing 
from Moulmein, informs me "with regard to leaves they ca,nnot be supplied from 
this station. I have been paying more than double the usual rates, and could 
only obtain a scanty supply." From 'l'avoy I only received 50,000 in good con­
dition, but I trust that the Australian may be able to bring back from Mergui 
and Tavoy 250,000. Supplies of such materials will only be required at the 
formation of the settlements. When the main land is occupied abundance of ma­
terials will be available, and the convicts who are learning all building trades, will 

soon be expert in working them into the required shapes and applying them. 

(!) 


























