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pRAQ GORA KIiPURI says iln his article (P:A.TRICYr 
Sunday -Magazine, 22 Dec�mber) that the Hindi 

movement began more ,than a hundred y � ago. Thhf 
shoWs that he is either ign orant of linguistic history , or trying t6 downgrade Hindu eultur�' " 

, 

' 

,
If

, he .cares to learn , linguistic 
' , ' 

h istory he :will find , tha:t ., 
��ven � 

or eight hund�ed years have pass· . 
ed since poet ,Chandrabardai 

rote a historical work ·'Pdthvi· , 
raj Raso' on 'the life and 'worJ( 
of Empe�or Prithviraj. Its I�n! 
guage is, very close to the

' 
Brij . , . 

. 
bhasha

� spoken, in MatlJura ,dis· " , ,
' , , 

''t,ict. 'Tulsidas wrote th� Hi,ndi sh9U'Id be its historll, traditions, 
' 

Ram'ayana ' about 'SOD years ago. etc. We" should' also consider, 
There wer,e oh'e,s w,ho w,rote, In what lang,uages were used

' 

as 
that language at about the sal;ne olf:icial

, languages .

' 
at pedads 

time: Kabir, SUrdas, Chaitanya when ,the count{y: was ,politicalty 
and Ouru Nanak, 

.r
, a sl11,gle unit ami with what 

. '. , ' elted. If experience and practl. 
Fqaq says Urdu spread from. cal uti�ity are the tests iH;indi can

,North to .so�.th �nd . East, to w�st 
not be acceptable. 8'engali. Ma-

!nd that .HI�dl dl� not fe.ach ra.tni, Tamil, Telugu and, Kannada ':J lht;re. ThiS IS <� misconception. are not spoken or understood out, .. _ 

HI Centrat Provmces., H!ndr ,was 'side their respective re�ions. the Court , language l:Iu[lng the '
. 

.' , ' , ' 
' , 

Bri�ish period, and .M�slil1ls ther� ,The' three languao-es. which 
I;(lU,d, use pure Hmdl. Bengah Q�ve b'tjen used as the. otficij1f 

M�slJm� al
,
way� u�ed Bertga�j· in language in tile pa'st, in this cO\1n· 

th� B€',f.gah �cnpt. ' All the HlfJdu trY'lare English, Palj and Persian. 
states,of �ilJPiltana .and the Ma· 

, 
Englisn was impose� ,oy th� BTl

!'atha staies use'j Hmdl. ' Ush and never reached the 
'mass

, Fir�q dtscrlbe� Hindi as "no
'

, \!s. H 
'js O.nly natuns

'
l that we 

laflgvage", as, "dead and lifeless, sho�ld
. grad!lally eliminate its use 

ug1ly and yulgar, cheap' and tenth" lis Qfficia'l language. Pali was 

rilte"., Wl'\a� arc Urdu, poems? India's, national language for a 

()ne poet sings: "0 sakhi, let me 
long ,

bime but declined with Bud· 

drjr,� we) I, and Tet me drink"ln dhism. Its revival would be una, 
,the lI1os

,

gue " .. NinetY'five, per wiSe aild' i
mprac

ti
cal

.' 

·cent of the Urdu poems �elate to
'

. 
" ; 

. , . . I
" 

� ?rinking "arid prostitution. Lac� ' 
, " 

�h at leaveS us '
,

-!'�tli, Persl.an 
, Il:\g ,in poetic v/llues, they are which had served o,f

flclal' and cui-
inVitatiol1s, to d¢bauchery. 'On 

t�ral 
,needs f.or

. 
6ve� 300 years. " 1 

the contrary Hindi I is the Ian., �ve'.l . 
!(>d�y It' IS widely known 

gua.gE. of saints, warriors,' trad. ,
In I nd i a and as. an Ar'Y�n rS!lgu-

ers etc. �indi u't�rature is full of a�e Is as sa,
cr�d as 1�5 'sIster 

heroic wnthags. fIindi poems are' lang�a�e Sanskrit. P�rslan was 
c;omp0'sed according to wen.e.s�" nqi.. 

unposed on �nd,la, 
by 

. 
any 

tabli&hed rules ' .foreigner,. It was A,kbar s HJndu 
, � . 

. ,minister 'Raja Todar Mal �)lo 
' 

Kashln,ath 'made
' 

it the official 'language. 
' 

If " ' 

Mathura ',' , '.lndia,restores tb it the position of' . 
.............,_ __ 

_;_ 
__ �....: .-'o--� ,_'official lan

'
guage fl,nd " ,Pakistan 

. .
' follows suit w:e will haVe a large 

solid linguistic blqck, extending 
from 

B
enga'

l,to Bas��, with India: 
naturally playing the leading role 

•

• 

I have dl�cirded 'Sanskr,it and 
, Urdu because ot}e 

is qat ,spoken 
• 

or understood by, the people 'in 

generaJ in any part of India lind 
the otlier is the product. of a, de· 
cayll1g age and there, ,are u· 
dicE:� aga inst it sma 

section of the
. p,eoplEl. 

Deihl 
R�hm Ali 
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'
�h�Hn 

INDI'A
'
1s a niultilingu

'
�1 s9bcon. 

tinent. In'deciding its official' 
la.rjgul\ge the important fac, 

.
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