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C FXRET.

NOTES.
P O L IT IC A L -A ., M ARCH  1916. 

N 0 8 .6 1 V -6 6 5 .

SED ITION IN  TH E  BURM A M IL IT A R Y  PO U C E. 

TH E  PY A W B W A Y  CONSPIRACY CASE.

Demi-official tdegram from the Chi^ Secretary to the Gaeemment of Burma to the Seerdary to
the Oooenment of India, Home Department, no. 121-W., dated the let December 19IS.

Report for tlie second half of November 1915 on the internal political sitaation in Banna. 
There has been nothing noteworthy except the discovery o f a conspiracy which affects the 
reserve battalion of the Burma M ilitary Police at Pyawbway in Upper Borma. I t  has been 
ascertained that some months ago six seditionists from Siam visited the battalion. A  havildar 
who has confessed has su rren d er a Browning pistol and some explosives. Som etim e ago five 
of the seditionists were arrested and confined, but they had approached the battahon before their 
presence in Burma was discovered. The sixth seditionist has not yet been arrested. Only two 
or three members of the battalion besides the havildar have so far been implicated by tbe dis
closures, but inquiries are proceeding. A  full report on the matter w ill be made separately. 
Otherwise there is at present no reason to modify the previous favourable opinions about the;. 
M ilitary Police and Troops in Burma. Under other heads, except that one Burman was ordered 
to remain at a village till further orders, there is nothing to report.

A duplicate copy of the above report just received from Banna is submitted for infonn- 
ation (the original is being printed up and dealt with on the usual lines). The Burma Govern
ment have promised a separate report about the tampsring with the reserve battalion of the 
Burma M ilitary Police at Pyawbway in Upper Banna.

A. L .,—2-12-16.

Army Department and Diiaotor, Criminal Incelligonee, may see.

S. R  HiairaLL,—2-12-16.

His Bxcdlenoy dioold also see.
H. W heeler,— 3-12-15.

R. H. C[raddock],— 3-12-15.

The Burma telegram of the 1st instant is submitted for His Eixcellency’s information.

H. W heeler,— 3-12-15.

H [ ardinob ], — 4-12-15.

Demi-officialfromH. A. F. Metcalfe, Esq., Assistant Private Secretary to H. B. the Viceroy, lathe 
Hon'Vte Mr. H. ^Wheder, C.S.I., C.I.E., Secretary to the Oovemment of India, Home 
Department, dated Delhi, the 11th December 1915.

I  think you ought to see this telegram, though possibly no action is required. I  am not 
repeating to  H ia Excellency as it  is hardly worth while now (6 f .u .), the telegram having only 
just reached me, but I  w ill see that it  is brought to his notice as ^ n  as he leton is te-inorrow 
morning.

Derni-offiddtWS^fi^ ' f i ^  the tAesOetuM-Gooernor, Burma, to Hie EaeeBeney the Viceroy, no. 
547, dated Victoria Point, the 10th Decemher 191S.

I arrangedl>efore l^avi^ Rangoon to remove Mbola Dawo^ who acted as Turkish Consul before the outbreak of war who is the head of Hie pro-Gennan Miduunmadan party in 
S13Hlj
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P/0. no. 620.

2
Rangoon and twelve others to Island difficult o f aooeas. W e have information indicating con
spiracy in Rangoon. Action has been taken. I  do not anticipate tro.i^Ie. On the ninmiii? <>f 
the 14th I reach Rangoon. Major Steiner, head of Siamese Qen<l irnierie, who has been sent 
here to report to his Oovemment tells me that there is nothing aerious here.

Pro. no. 619. T blbgbam fbom the Go veb kh eiit of Bcbma, ho. 139-W ., dated  th e  11th  D bcbhbeb 1915.

Tdegram from Burma, no. 547,—For information.

Telegram from Burma, no. 139-W.—For information. Director, Criminal Intelligenoe, and 
His Excellency may eo;. I t  is for orders whether the India Office should be informed. 
Arm y and Foreign and Political Departments may also see for info,^piiation.

(W e have not yet received the full report from Burma promised in their telegram of 1st 
December.)

A. L .,— 13-12-15. •

I  don't think we need inform the India Office at this stage. Our information is nut very 
complete.

S. R. H io n b u .,— 13-12-15.

Director, Criminal Intelligence, and His Excellency may see.

H. W heeler,— 13-12-15.

R. H. C[baddock],— 13-12-15.
Director, Criminal Intelligence.

^om e Department.
C. R. Clevelahd ,— 15-13-15.

L etter from th e  Governkem t of Bobisa, ho. 27-W.-1A.-5, d a i
1915.

The main Ale containing two telegrams from Burma regarding thearreatof certain persons 
in Rangoon was sent yesterday to Director, Ctimmal Intelligenoe, to  see. This file may be 
sent in continuation.

A . L .,— 14-12-15.
S. R. H io h ell,— 14-12-15.

Yes. They have evidently tampered wiHi men o f the M ilitary P ohee, but Au BOt s m b  to 
have made much way.

Director, Criminal Intelligence.
R. H . C[RADDOOE],-^4-ia-lA

The main file was returned to Home Department under my endmaement no.
610-N.N., dated the 16th December 1915. For the present I  have retained the eaelneuree to  the 
Burma letter under consideration as they are o f special interest and n^ijante wDtldii^ on in 

Yes; 1 agreed. office. I  apoke about th is 'to  Mr. Wheeler.
H. Wh bsub ,—17-12-lS.

C. A  Clbfrlam d ,— 17-13-15.

Home Department.

Submitted for orders whether His Excellency dionld now toe—vide notes above. The 
enclosures to the Burma Government have been Irapt by Director, Criminal Intelligence.

A . L .,— 18-12-15.

8. R . H io k e ll ,— 18-12-15.

His Excellency has already seen the Burma telegram of the 10th instant. The recent 
letter without the detailed statements contains little new. W e may await further devebpmenta 
but let Arm y Department see the file now.

H. W heeler,— 19-12-15,

Arm y Department.
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[N otes in  the  General Staet Branch.]

Seen in the General Staff Branch with thanks.
W . C. Black ,— 22-12-16, 

U . 0. 3.
M aj be returned with thanks to the Home Department.
Submitted for information. The enclosures to the Burma Government letter of December 

2nd have been retained by Sir C. Cleveland.
B, H ollow ay,—24-12-16.

B. D [off],— 24-12-16.
Home Department.

Demi-official tdegram from Vie Chit^ Secretary to the Government of Burma to the Secretary to the 
Goiermnenl of India, Home Department, no. I62-W., dated the 17th December 1915.

The following is the report on the internal situation in Burma during the first 
fortnight of December. Nothing noteworthy has occurred except in connection with the 
conspiracy discovered in the reserve battalion of the M ilitary Police, which has already been 
reported, and the precautionary measures taken in coimection with certain Germans and Indians 
o f which the Government o f In (^  is already aware. Investigation into the conspiracy is stiU being 
continued, but nothing definite has been ascertained beyond the facts which have already been 
reported. In consequence o f the receipt of information leading up to the discovery o f a pro- 
German party at Rangoon twelve Indian merchants and others believed to be ringlraders were 
ordered to reside at Eyaukpyn and proceeded there on His Majesty’s Ship “  Psyche.”  Similar 
action has been taken in respect of a Burman who was in 18^  transport^ for life. His 
inclination to rebellion since his return from the Andamans has been apparent in 1912 and 
recently. Thirteen Germans and one Austrian, o f whom twelve are British subjects, are also 
about to be sent to Ahmednagar. As regards the above-mentioned Indians who were removed 
from Rangoon, their houses were searched but nothing incriminating discovered. In  conse
quence of information having been received from the British Minister at Peking that a Jew 
named Joseph, formerly residing at Rangoon, was suspected of communicating with the enemy, 
search warrants were issued and a note-book and letters were discovered written apparently 
in Yiddish. These are bang translated, but the contents are not yet known. Sanction has 
also been given to the prosecution o f four Gurkhas residing near the r^m en ta l lines at Maymyo 
for attempting to excite disaffection by making certain statmnents w  the men of the KHh 
Gurkha Rifles. Their motive, however, was apparently spite against the regiment and not any 
intention o f assisting the enemy. There is uf definite inlormation at present requiring any 
modification o f the mvouiable opinions jnevioualy ezpieased regarding the attitude of the M ili
tary Police and Indian Troops in  Burma, except for the conspiracy at Pyawbway and the sus- 

^ ttflt'ltfs 'M aoh ed  further than has yet been ascertained.

A  spare copy of the Burma telegram rectived yesterday is submitted for informatiui. (The 
original is being dealt with along with other fortnightly reports. The main file about sedition 
amongst the M ilitary Police is at present with Aimy Department.)

A . L.,—22-12-15.

H . W heeler,—22-12-15.

R  H. CfRADDOCK],— 22-12-15.

Let Army Department see.

H. W heeler,—25-12-16.

Arm y Department.

------- \______

Seen in Gfeneral Staff BtancL

W . a  Black,— 24-12-15, 

I f .  O. 3.

Seen in A . 0 . 10.
(N otes in  the  Adjutant General ’s Branch.]

Boitie D^ltfCfgfent.

H . Barstow ,— 29-12-15. 

R  Hollow ay,— 30-12-15.
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Pro. no. 621. Tslsobam non the Goverotieht of Bokxa, ho. 26-W.P., dated the I.Vth January 1916.

There are two pointa for considention :—

(1) the extension o f sections 3 to 11 of the Defence of India Act to the whole of Borma ;

(2) enquiry whether the Siamese Government have any objection to the six Indians
mentioned being placed on their trial.

No. (1) is to some extent dependent on no. (2) and we may therefore dispose of no. (2) 
f before considering no. ( 1).

A  draft telegram is placed below to Hia Majesty’s Minister, Bangkok, for approval. Foreign 
and Political D c^ itm en t may be asked whether they see any objection to its issue.

A, L.,— 18-1-16.

The Burma Government has not explained why it is necessary to  extend the sections to the 
whole of Burma. A fter issue of the telegram below, I think we may enquire from Burma a* 
above.

8. R. HroNEu-,— 18-1-16,

The telegram may issue if tbe Foreign and Political Department concurs.

2. As regards the extension o f sections 3 e' req. of the Defence of India Act the Benares 
and Balasore precedents are in favour o f a more limited extension than to the whede province. 
We may point this out to Burma and ask why it w ill not suffice.

H. Wheeler,—18-1-16.

T ea ; certainly. To extend these sections to the id iole o f Banna is 
also creates a false impression about the state o f Burma.

Foreign and Political Department.

maAib

R. H. C[baddoox],— 19-1-16.

The Siam Government have been most accommodating and have handed over the men in
•. „  .1. . .u o- questioii and others to us, in a more at iM  «xec*-

ment are quite indifferent a. to how we treat the manner, to deal* w itt as we thmk fit. To
deportees. address them now through the Minister and ask

A  H. Grant. them formally to agree to judicial inooeedings
against men deported from Siam without the regular procedure o f extradition, coiud only put 
the Siam Government in a somewhat awkward position, and force them for the future to recon
sider their position in r^^ard to such deportees. Unless the law makes it'M H U tial th it there 
should be on the record o f the case some formal declaration from the Siam Government stating 
that they agree to the proceedings, I  would strongly deprecate any lefsrenee to  the ffiam Gov- 

. ernment through the British Minister. The most I  would recommend is that the IGnister him
self should be informed o f tbe action which it is proposed to take, and thRt tm  shMild add that 
we presume that, in spite the fact that there has beoi no formal extradition, there is no 
objection to the proce^ngs. I  would suggest, therefore, that in the draft tel^ram  for the words 
*' As formal e x tr^ tio n ......... any objection ”  the following should be snbstitnted

“  W e presume that, although no formal extradition proceedings were takmi in r^ard  to 
these persons, there is no objection to proceeding against at once. I t  would
possibly embarrass Siam Government to consult them about this matter and would 
raise question of extradition, which had better be avoided. [Please telegraph 
if you agree.] ”

2. If, however, for the purposes of law it is absolutely essential that a declaration should 
be obtained from the Siam (^vernm ent to the effect that they have no objection to the proceed
ings, we must concur in the draft as it  stands.

A. H . Grant,— 19-1-16.

Home Department.
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1 AgMe that Mr. Grant’s draft is preferaMe so long as there is no legal objection, bat we 
had better let the Legislative Department see.

H. W hbblxb,— 19-1-16,

R. H . C[ra]>dock],— 19-1-16.
LegislatiTe D ^ertm ent.

I  can see no legal reason whatever why any reference shoold be made to Siam. The 
question whether these men ought to have been handed over is a qneetion for the Biameee 
authorities who, presumably know their own law. In any event it cannot affect their trial 
now. I f  regxilar extradition proceedings had been taken the case might have been complicated 
by the question whether their offence was of a political character. I  put up the Extra
dition Treaty with ^ m  but 1 do not think it affects the case.

1 entirely agree. 

Home Department.

A- P . MUDDIltAN,— 19-1-16.

6 . R . I(ow ia>K8],— 19-1-16.

In  view o f the above notes I  would omit the last five words of Mr. Grant’s draft amend
ment.

A  telegram to Burma is also submitted.

H . W h u ix b ,— 20-1-16.

R. H. C[raddock],— 2̂0-1-16.

T bleorak to H is Britannic Majesty ’s Minister, Bangkok, no. 127, dated the 20th Pro. no. 622.
January 1916.

T elborah to the Government of Burma, no. 128, dated the 20th January 1916. Pro. no. 629.

T rI.EORAM from the Go^ !̂RNMENT of BurmA, NO. 31-W., DATED THE 18tH JANUARY 1916. PtO. RO. 624.

The Government of Burma request that—

(a ) (1) Cholia Ram, son of Shankar Das. and

(2) Bassawa Singh, son of Chanda S in ^ ,
be sent to Rangoon. From the correspondence on page 14 and from the linked 
file it will be seen that these two people are at present in custody in Calcutta.
W e may telegraph to the Government o f B e i^ l to send them to Rangoon.
Draft put up.

(h) The Straits Settlements Government be asked to send Amar Singh, son of Warriam 
Singht to Rangoon. A  draft to the Straits Settlements Government is put 
up.

(c) The British Minister, Bangkok, be asked to move the Siamese Government to hand 
over the four persons mentioned to the Burma authorities. W e may telegraph 
to the British Mini ;ter as in draft below. The Foreign and Po litick  Depart
ment and the Director, Criminal Intelligenoe, may see before issue.

A. L .,— 21-1-16.

Drafts Nos. 1 and I I  may issue. I  cannot follow the request of the Burma Government 
contained in the last part of its telegram. Penang is, 1 understand, a purely British Settle
ment, and I cannot see where the Siamese Government comes in. We had better make 
a further reference to the Burma Government on this point.

S. R . H io n ell,— 22-1-16.

Unless IMrector, Criininal Intelligence, knows of any reason to the contrary the first 
and seeund drafts seem sintable.

1 agree that the third point is unintelligible unless the Director, Criminal Intelligence, 
can throw some light upon it.

H . W h e e l s ,— 24-1-16.

Director, Ctimmal Intelhgenoe. 
S13HD
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Pro. no. 625. T ileoram fbom H is Majesty’s Minibteb, Bakckok, dated the 21st Jakuabt 1916.

Mr. Vinc«nt handed me the above communication to-day. I t  i ; an anawer to our tele* 
gram of the 20th instant but Director, Criminal I ntelligonce’s OflSce did not know to what 
it referred and hence the delay. The reply is satisf jctory.

2. In  the absence of Sir C. Cleveland, Mr. Vincent also returned thn file. He thinks there 
is no objection to the drafts to Bengal and Singapore, which may n issue. He does not 
understand the reference in the Burma t<‘legram of the 18th instant to four men at Penang, 
and can only imagine it is a mistake for Bangkok. He also aaya they cannot trace who Bhad- 
whan Singh is. He suggested that we might authorise Burma to address Bangkok direct 
but I think this is on the whole ihadvisable. A  draft reply to Burma is submitted.

H. WBEEI.BB,—26-1-16.
R. H. CfRAonocE],—26-1-16.

Pro. no. 626. Telbobam to the Government of Benoai., xo. 167, dated the 26th Jakuabt 1916.

Pro. no. 627. T elegram to the Co io x ial Secretary, Singapore, No. 168, dated the 27th January
1916.

Pro. no. 628. Telbobam to the Government of Burma, xo. 172, dated the 27th January 1916.

Pro. no. 629. T elegram from the Government of Burma, no. 36-W ., dated the 22xd January 1916.

Director, Criminal Intelligence, may see for remarks both requests, viz., ( 1) for sending 
the documents and articles found in the possession of Ishan Das in VancouTer and (2 ) about 
addressing the Canadian Government.

A. L.,— 25-1-16.

Director, Criminal Intelligence. 

Home Department.

8. R . H ignet.1.,— ^25-1-16. 

H. W heblkb.— 25-1-16.

F. A. M. H. VnicEKT,— 25-M6.

Pro. no. 630. Telegram from the Government of Burma, no. 89, dated 25th January 1916.

In  anticipation of the revised proposals now submitted by the local Government being 
accepted, a draft notification extending sections 3— 11 o f the Defence o f India Act to the distneta 
o f Burma named in this telegram is submitted for approval. The Government o f Banna 
may be informed o f the issue o f this notification as in the draft telegram submitted.

There is, perhaps, no need for the Legislative IXparm ent, Arm y Department or 
Director, Crimiaal Intelligence, to see this file again at this stage.

A. L .,—28-1-16.

8. R. HraiTBix,—28-1-16.

We may accept this reduced list o f districts. H is Excellency should see.

H. Whsekes,—88-1-16.
R . H . C[baddocx],—28-1-16.

Summary.

His Excellency will remember that certain men were arrested in Burma who had come 
across from Siam and endeavoured to tamper with troops, etc. This has led to the iTistituticn 
o f a conspiracy case against some 15 accused (thia number may eventually be raised slightly).

In s telegram of the 15th January Sir H. Butler asked for the extension to the whole o f 
Burma of sectious 3 rf of the Defence of India Act in order that the case could be tried ly  
R special tribunal and finished quickly. The Home Department tdbk exception to so wide an 
extension, and in his telegram of the 25th instant the Lieutenant-Governor has ndoeed hia 
request to the districts of Rangoon Town, Amherst, Yamethiu, and Mandalay.
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The Home Department support the pro] os-;1 in that form un i with His Excellency’s permis* 
aion the necessary notiAcation may issue in to-morrow’s Gazette.

It  will be observed that the personnel of the tribunal w'ill be strong, namely—

Mr. Justice Robinson
> of the Chief Court.

Mr. Justice Maung K in Sha Kiang )

Mr. McCoU (probably), Jorlicial Commissioner, Upper nurma.

H. W hkklkr,—28-1-16.

HfABDINOE],—28-1-16.

Notutcation no. 187, dated the 28th Jahuart 1916. Piro. no. 631.

T elegram to the Government ot Burma, no. 196, dated the 29th Jandabt 1916. Pro. no. 632.

We may now forward copies o f the notification to the India Office and the Govemment of 
Burma, and the latter may also be asked according to precedent to issue instructions to secure 
the exemption from the juiisdictitMi o f any Commissioners appointed under section 4 of the Act 
of European British subjects bom in Europe or their children. Drafts submitted.

A. L.,— 30-1-16.

S. B. Hignell,— 1-2-16.

H. Wheeler,— 1-2-16.

L etter to the Government of Burma, no. 423, dated the 2nd Februaet 1916. Pro. no. 633.

L etter to the India OrncE, no. 424, dated the 22nd February 1916. Pro. no. 634.

I. T elegram from the Government or Burma, no. 45-W., dated ;the 29th January 1916. QO- ^35.

I I . T elegram from the Government of Burma, no. 45-W., dated the 30th January 1916. Pro. no. 636. 

I IL  L etter from the Government or Bengal, no. 1537-P., dated the 28th January 1916. Pro. no. 637.

I . W e may now ask His Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Bangkok to move the Siamese 
Govemment to deport the individuals the Burma Government want. Draft telegram sub
mitted.

II. The Colonial Secretary, Singapore, may be asked to comply w itii the Burma Govern
ment’s request if there is no objection. Draft telegram snbmittied.

I I I .  For information only. No orders.

A fter issue o f the above telegrams the Army Department and the Director, Criminal In tel
ligence, may see.

A. L .,—2-2-16.

S. R. H ignell,— 4-2-16.

H. W heeler,— 4-2-16.

T elegram to the Colonial Secretary, Singapore, no. 450, dated the 4th February 1916. Pn>. no. 638.

T elegram to His  Bbitannic Majesty’s Minister at Bangkok, no. 455, dated the 5th  Feb- Pro. no. 639.
RUABY 1916.

I . T elegram from the Government of Burma, no. 52-W., dated the 2nd F ebruary 1916. Pro. no. 6l0.

I I .  L etter from the Government of Bengal, no. 209-X., dated the 5th Febeuaby 1916. no. 641.

I I I .  T elegram from the British Min i.stkr, Bangkok, dated the 7th F ebbuary 1916. Fro. no. 642.

1. From another file we know that (% et Ram is at present at Oalcatta. A  draft telegram to 
the Government o f Bengal asking them to comply with the Burma Goveminmit’s request is 
accordin^y submitted for appzovaL A fter issue the file may be passed on to the Army Depart
ment and the IMractor, (Criminal Intelligence, as ordered above.

I I  is for information only.
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Pro. no. 643. 

Pro. no. 644.

8
I I I .  The word "  Kingon ”  is evidently n mistake for '* BaDa ’ ’ for by the change o f one fijgure 

the word "  Kingoa "  becomes "  Ralla ”  and "  Ralla ’ ’ S in ^  is one o f the four referred to in the 
Burma telegram of the 1st January 1915. W e may telegnph as in draft I I  to BangkoL

X  L.,— 7-2-16.

B. R. Hiokell,—8-2-16.

Tkleoram to His Majbstt ŝ Mihistkb, Bavokok, vo. 474, datkd thb 8th Fbbbuabt 1916. 

Teleobam to the GovEBmiEHT or Bengal, no. 475, dated the 8th Febbdaet 1916.

Pro. no. 645. T elegram from the Colonial Secret art, Singapore, dated the 7th Febbdart 1916.

His Britannic Majesty’s Minister may be addressed as in the draft telegram submitted. 
A fter issue the file may be passed on to the Army Department and Director, Criminal Intel
ligence, as ordered above.

X  li.,—9-2-16.

S. R. H iqnell,—9-2-16.

H. Wheeler,— 9-2-16.

T elegram to H is Britannic Majesty’s Minister, Banoeoe. no. 604̂  dated the IOih
February 1916.

Fro. no. 646.

P.m. no. 647.

Pro. no. 648.

Director, Criminal Intelligence.

Home Department.

Seen.

C. R. Cleveland,— 11-2-16.

Telegram from Hib BEif amnio MAnsir’s Minister, Bangkok, dated the 12ih  Febboart
1916.

For infomiation. This telegram may be repeated to the Govm im ent of Burma for their 
information, l^ a it  submitted. A fter issue Efiieotor, Criminal lutdligeoce, may see. The 
Arm y Department have also to  see tiie file, vide notes p a ^ '7  sills.

Issue witiiout troubling Secretary, who is in ConnciL

X  L.,— 14-2-16.

8. B. HnmELi.,— 15-3-16.

Telegram to the Government of Burma, no.-638, dated the 15tb Ferruabt 1916. 

Director, Criminal Intelligence.

Seen and returned with thanks.

D. Petrie,—22-2-16.

Home Department.
Arm y Departmmit.

[N otes in  the General Staff Branch.]

Seen in the General Staff Branch.

W . C. Black ,— ^25-2-16,

M . O. 3.

May be retuiiied with thanlra to the Home Department.

E . X  D.,— 25-2-16.

X  H. 0 . Spence,— 25-2-16.

Home Department.
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[Notes ih the Cbimihal Ihteluoehoe OmoE.]
I  submit s d n ft tdegm m  to Secretary of State which explains itselL

C. R. Cletelakd,—11-2-lft.

Home Department.

8. B. Hiohxll,—12-2-16.
H . Whbbleb,—12-2-16.

R. H . € [raddocx],—13-2-16.
Private Secretary Yicen^a office may be asked kindly to issue. His Exodlency need net 

be troubled.

H. W heeleb,— 13-2-16.

Telboeah to the Sbobetabt or State, no. 206, dated the 14th Febedabt 1916. Pro. no. 649.

Lbtteb fbom the Govebnhent op Bengal, no. 413-X., dated the 18th Febbdabt 1916. Pro. no. 660.

Submitted. (The main file was sent to the Army Department under nnoffidal no. 1097> 
dated the 23rd February 1916.)

A. L.,—25-2-16.

Add thus to it on its return.

S. R. H io nell,— 25-2-16.

T bleobaii pboh the Govebnhent of BxmMA, no. 86-W., dated the 23bd Febbuabt 1916. Pro. no. 661.

Submitted. W e asked the Secretary of State on the 14th instant to obtain, if possible, 
from Canada the evidence wanted by the Government of Burma. So far we have not beard 
from the Secretary of State. A  remuKler hardly seems called iat as yet.

A. L .,—25-2-16.

W e can hardly remind before March 1.

W e can teD the Burma Government o f the action taken by os in the matter.

S. R  H ionell,— 26-2-16.

W e cannot remind, but we might wire to  the Secretary of State in continuation as drafted.

H. Wheleeb,— 27-2-16.

R. H. 0 [baddock],— 28-2-16.

W ill Private Secretary to Viceroy’s office kindly issue. His Excellency need not be tumbled.

H. W heeleb,— 28-2-16.

Teleobam to the Secbktaby op State, no. 26C, dated the 29th Febbdaby 1916. Pm. no.

Teleobam  n o H  the GkivxBNHXNT OF Bubma, no. 97-W., dated  the 26th Febbuabt 1916. Pko. no. 663.
4

Bpdha Singh and Inder Singh are two of the men who weresent to  Calcutta from Singapore
^  „  T _  inwi ODQ oe and about whom orders were issued on the 18th.Folitioal B., JannsTT 1916, noa 383—85. „  . . i .  . . . t. n.-
PoUtical B., Felwnaiy 1916, noe. 248—49. February that they should U  sent to Ddhi. I t

has just been ascertained informally from the 
Chief Cynmissioner’a Office that these men left Calcutta on the 27th and are expected in Delhi 
on the 29th (to-morrow). W e may accordingly ask the Chief Commissioner to send them to 
Burma at once. A  draft is placed below. Director, Criminal Intelligence, may see after isnw 
as Mr. Petrie may nant to see the men before they leave.

A. L .,— 29-2-16.

V

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



10

Director, Crim iiul InteDigenoe, may see s t once. 

Director, Criminal Inteffigence.

Seen and returned with thanks. I  do not want to 
> both very deeply involved in the Siam plot.

Home Department.

8. B . R m n u , — 18-9-16.

these men beftire they go. They

D. Prm iB ,--29-2-l€.

Pro. no. 6M .

The draft may now issue.

A. L .,— 29-8-ie.

8. R. H i n n u ,— 28-2-16,

L r t b b  to thb CmBr ComaauoKBn,. Delhi, no. 8S0, datei» the 1st JIabch 1916.

Pro. no. 665.

Pro. no. 666.

Pro. no. 667.

Telegram fbom the SEcnBTABr or State, dated the 2nd March 1916.

Repeat this to  Burma with reierence to  previous eorre^ondsnoe.

H . W hkbleb .— 6-S-16.

Telbobam to n s  Government or Burma, no. 876. dated the iiH  March 1916.

[Notes in  the Cbdohal Imtellbence O rm B .]

V k h  refesenee to this office unofficial no. 1472-26. dated the 11th February 1916  ̂w ill tb » 
Home Department kindly let os knosr whether a reply hna been received to the till gssiii to th » 
Secretary o f State for India asking for certain evidence from Canada in the case against H an w A  
Singh (dSahri. I f  no reply has been received, I  suggest that a tenundet be issued. A e  matter 
from the point o f view o f Burma is somewhat urgent.

D . P b t r b ,—8-8-1&

Tfomp Department.

W ith reference to  the above note. Director, Criminal IntelBjgenee, maiy see the tetegraaia 
to  and from  the Secretary o f State dated the 29th February and 2nd March B16. resp ec tiv^ .

A -L .,—6-3-16.

8. R . gEUtEix.—7-3-16.
D iiectw , Criminal InteDigenoe.

Seen and returned with thanks.

Home Department

D . PWttMt.—8-^Uk.

Telegram troh the Sbcretahv ot Btatb , dated thb TTh Habch 1916.

As directed verbaDy by Secretary this telegram may be repeated to  Burma, who m ^  1m  
asked to conummicate the views o f the local Government to  ua. D raft put up- A fter issue 
Director, Crtimnal IntelhgeDce, m ay see.

A . Li.,—8-3-16.

8. R . 8-3-16.
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Tb im r a k  to thb Govebnhemt aF BcutA, no. 911, dated 8tu March 191S. 

Director, CriminRl Intolligenoe.
Pro. DO. 6S8.

Detective Carlow win be of no oee whatever. Canada, I  think, have not deariy ondentood 
what u wanted when they write "  There is no substantial evidence to connect Wî rnMn Singh 
with the O iair.” We neve# expected this from them. What we do want is evidence to connect 
Ha main Singh with his own papers found in Victoria w h id  speak plainly enough as to bis connec
tion with the Ohadr, without any further evidence. Hopkinson’s letter to the Minister for the 
Interior, dated 17th September 1914, which was alluded to in the first telegram to the Secretary 
e( State, clearly states that Hopkinson took two city detectives with him to search Hamam 
Singh’s premises. I t  also makes it clear that Hopldnsoo found Harnam Singh's conespondence 
witii the wife of one Baboo, a white woman, who actually made it over to Hopldnson. We 
particnlarly want to enable Burma to prove these letters and this woman would be just the 
witness ne^ed, as she must also know Hamam Singh. The question is very important and I  
put up a fresh draft telegram, which I  suggest Home Department might send d i t ^  to Canada 
(in view of the oigenoy o f the case), sending a copy to the Secretary o f State.

D. Petbie,—10-3-lG.

Mr. Petrie's aoto and Ae draft telegram explain the case and its urgency.
P. A . M. H.VINCEST,— 10-3-16.

Home Department.

Fbr orders whether the draft telegram may issue.

A. L.,-^10-3-16.

Y e s : if Burma laipes any further point we can telegraph in continuation.

H . W heeler,— 11-3-16.

TtL'ORAM TO THE GoVERMOR-ObNBRAL OF CANADA, BETBATKD TO THE SeCBBTART Of StATE, P cO. DO. 669l
NO. 313-314, DATED THE U th Mabch 1916.

TBLBORAii FBOM His Britannic Majesty's MinisiejeatBanokok, dathd the lO n  March Pro. no. 660.
1916.

This tefegram may be repeated to the Government tA Burma for information. Draft sub- 
Riitted. A fter iasue Director, Criminal Intelligence, may eee.

J L L .,— 11-3-10.

S. R , H ig nsll,— I1-3-I6.

T elbqram to the Government of Burma, no. 968, dated the U th March 1916. Pro. no. 661. 

Director, Criminal Intelfigence.

Seen and returned with thanks.

Home Department.

D. Petr ie ,— 16-3-16^

Tbleobam from the Government of Burma, no. 145-W., dated the 14th March 1916. Pm. no.

The main file was sent to the IXrector, Criminal Intelligence, yesterday. This telegram 
may be passed on to him in continuation for favour of remarks.

A. L .,— 15-3-16.

Director, Ounihat In telli^ace.
S. R . H io nell,— 15-3-16.

W e may, I  think, a o o ^  the Burma XSovemment’s view. 

Home Department.
C. R. Cleveland,—16-3-16*
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Pio. no. 668. Tblboeaii n o ii tee Qovnvo»<}BHKBAL or Caeada, dated the 16th Habch 1916.

This telegram may be passed on to the Direetor, Criminal Intdligenoe, at onee as in view 
of the telegram received from the Qovemment o f Bnnna yesterday it may not be neoeaury 
for Detective Carlow to come to India.

A. L.,— 16-8-16.

Director, Criminal Intelligence.

8. B. Hionell,—16-3-16.

W e may reply to Canada that no evidence from there is now teqnired.

C. K  Clbvblahd,— 16-8-16.

Home Department.

Please see Director, Criminal Intelligence’s notes of to-day’s date. A  draft telegram to 
Canada is submitted for approval I t  is addressed to Canada and not the Secretary o f State in 
view of the urgency of the matter, Canada having definitely stated that they are sending 
Detective Carlow. This telegram may, however, be repeated to the Secretary o f State. There 
is, perhaps, no need to trouble His ^cellency.

A. L .,— 16-3-16.

8. K  Hiohell,—16-3-16.

As proposed ; I  wiU speak to Hon’ble Member (who is not immediately available) after
wards. •

H. W x h b u b ,— 16-3-16.

Pro. no. 664. Teleoeaii to the Govbbnob-Genhbai. or Canada bbfbatbd to the Secbetabt or State,
NO. 331-332, dated the 17th Mamow 1916.

Pro. no. 665.

The papers are for information. W e should let Burma know that the idea of Canadian 
evidence has been dropped.

H . Wh eeuk ,— 18-3-16.

B. H . 0[baddock1,—18-3-16.

In  compliance with Secretary’s order above a draft telegram to the Govennent Banna 
is submitted for approval

A. L  ,-18-3-16.

S. R. Hiohell,—20-3-16.

Teleobax to the Qovbbnhent o r Boexa, no. 1034, dated the 21st Maeoh 1916.

End. —^B.A.
S13HD
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE

HOM E DEPAR TM ENT , MAKCH 1916.

Sedition in the Bunns miitsry Poliee. 

The Pyswbwsj Conepiraey Csie. [Hot. 619—<21.

SEDITION IN THE BURMA HIUTART POUCH.
THE PYAWBWAY CONSPIRACY CASE.

EXTENSION OF SECTIONS 8—11 OF THE DEFENCE OF INDIA ACT TO CERTAIN DISTRICTS OF
BURMA.

Telegram P., no. 139-W ., dated Rangoon, the 11th December 1915. 

From— Chief Secretary to the Government of Banna,

To— The S^retary to the Government of India, Home Department.

Pro. no. 619.

It  is Teported for infonnatioii that the local Government has ordered the 
removal from Rangoon under the Defence of Iddia Rules of Eiteen Indian residents 
of Rangoon and has required them to reside at Eyaukpyu until further orders. 
Amongst the number is an Indian merchant who before the outbreak of the 
war was Turkish Consul here. The reasons which have induced this actiop. are 
the discoveiy of a conspiracy affecting the Military Police, which has already 
been reported to the Government of Incffa, and owing to the receipt of information 
by  the Criminal Investigation Department of a plot in Rangoon in which twelve 
of the persons are ringleaders. The remaining three individuals are servants. 
Owing to the interruption of the ordinary steamship communication with the 
Arakan Coast the deportees were conveyed on H . M. S. "  Psyche.” They left 
Rangoon on the 8th instant and arrived at Kyaukpyu on the 10th, where accom
modation has been provided for them.

No. 27-W-1-S-5, dated Rangoon, the 2nd December 1915.

From— T̂he H o n ’ble  Mr. W. F. Ric e , C.S.I., I.C.S., Chief Secretary to the Govern
ment of Burma,

To— The Secretary to the Govenunent ^  India, Home Department.

I  am directed to report the discovery of an attempt by members of the sedi- 
tionist party from Siam to corrupt the men of the Reserve Battalion of the Burma 
Military Police at Pyawbwe in Upper Burma. I  am to enclose, for the inform-

_  . ation of the Government of India, a copy
•No. 702-C., dat̂ Kl the let December 1916. ^ Inspector-General of

Police, who personaUy investigate! the matter at Pyawbwe ; and I  am to 
enclose also copies of statements made .by Havildar ^ r p a  Ram, Lance Naick 
Pertab Singh, and Bugler Puran Singh, all of the Reserve Battalion. The full 
extent of the conspiracy hM  not yet been ascertained. The matter is being 
thoroughly investigated, and a further report will be submitted to the Government 
of India in due course.

Pro. no. 620.

Telegram P., no, 26-W.F., dated Rangoon, the 15th January 1916. Pro. no. 621.

From— The Chief Secretary to the Government of Burma,

To— The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

The invesi^igation into the conspiracy which was engineered in Siam-and which 
resulted in emissaries being sent to tamper with the Military Police at Pywabway  
and the Mountain Battery at Maymyo has been concluded and the case will now 
be ready within a fortnight for tria l Fifteen accused are in custody. A  greater 
salutary effect will be p iw uced if the conviction of these men is not Hnduly delay
ed. I ^  Honour has consulted the law officer as well as the Criminal Investiga
tion Department ceusidera it desirable that Commissioners should be 
appoin t^  under section 4, Defence of India Act, 1916, to try the case. H is 
Honour also proposes, with ^the cememsenee of the Chief Judge, to appoint 
Mr. Justice Robinson and Mr. JustioeMaiing K in Sfaa Kiang of the Chief Court to
S13HD
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PSOCKECINaS OF THE

H O M E D E P A B T M E N T , M ARCH  1916.

ROI. 62E-624.]
Sedition In the Bnrnm MOItiry PoUee. 

The PynwbwsF Conspinej Cue.

be Commissioners and the third officer will probably be Mr. McCoU, the additional 
Judicial Commissioner, Upper Burma. His Honour recommends that sections 3 
to 11 of the Defence of India Act should be brought into operation throughout 
Burma at once. Please info/m m ; by tdegram when a notih^atioa to that effect will 
be issued and the date of it. Among the accused there are the following six Lidians, 
vtz., Jewa Singh, Amar Singh, Bissawa Singh, Chalia Ram, who were dep'jrted by 
the Siamese Government to Singapore, and Narinjan Singh and Pala Singh, who were 
deUvered by authorities in Siam to the officers in Burma. H is Honour the Lieute
nant-Governor thinks that as these six persons were captured without formal 
extradition proceedings it is probably desirable that the Siamese Govermnent 
should be informed of the intention to place them on their trial and ascertain that 
that Government have no objection to this action. His Honour suggests that the 
British Minister at Bangkok should be addressed accordingly if the Government 
of India see no objection.

Pro. no. 623.

Pro. no. 624.

Pro. no. 622. Telegram P., no. 127, dated the 20th January 1916.

From—The Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department,

To— His Bri annic M ajesty’s Minister,

Conspiracy engineered in Siam. The invest^tion  b  finished and the case 
is ready for trial. There are six Indians amongst the accused, viz., Jewa Singh, 
Am ar Singh, Bassawa Singh, and Chalia Ram, who were deported by the Siamese 
Government to Singapore, and Narinjan Singh and Pala Singh, who were delivered 
by authorities in Siam to the officers in Burma. Although no formal extradition 
proceedings were taken in regard to these persons we presume that there is no 
objection to taking action against them at once. It might possibly embarrass the 
Siamese Government if we consulted them about the matter. It would also raise 
question of extradition which had beft be avoided.

Telegram P., no. 128, dated the 20th January 1916.

From—The Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department,

To— The Chief Secretary to the Government o f Burma.

Please refer to your telegram no. 25-W .F., dated the loth January 1916. The 
British Minister, Bangkok, has been informed of the action which it is contem
plated to take but it is not considered desirable to consult the Siamese Government 
which might needlessly raise difficulties about extradition. As regards the exten
sion of sections 3 to 11 of the Defence of India Act to Burma, the Government of 
India consider that such action would be calculated to give a false impression of 
the state of the province and it is unnecessary. In  w e  Balasore and Benares 
precedents the sections of the Act were extended to the district only. The Gov
ernment of India would accordingly be glad if the recommendations were curtailed 
by the Government of Burma.

Telegram P., no. 31-W ., dated the 18th January 1916.

From—The Chief Secretary to the Government o f Burma,

To— The Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department.

Please refer to the Burma Government’s telegram no. 67-p.W ., dated the 1st 
January 1916. His Honour would be glad if following persons who were arrested 
in Siam  and deported to India could be sent to Rangoon for trial in the Pyawbway  
conspiracy case, viz., Chalia Ram, son S ^ n k a r Das, and Bassawa Singh, son Chanda
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE

HOM E D E PAR TM E N T , M ARCH 1916.

Sedition in the Burma HlUUry PoUee. 

The Pyawbwaj Conspiracy Case. [ If os. 625—628.

Singh. It is also proposed to place Amar Singh, father's name Wairiam Sin^h, 
now in cii.stody in Singapore, on his trial in the same case. If there is no objection 
to Amar Singh being tried His Honour would be glad if Straits Settlements Gov- 
crnnient could be asked to send him to Rangoon. Finally, if British Minister, 
Bangkok, may be asked to move Siamese Government to deport the following four 
men who are now at Penang, and if they could be sent to Burma in custody they 
would be included amongst the persons to be tried, provided there is no objection to 
this arrangement, viz., Ralla Singh, Bur Singh, Gayan Singh, and Bhadwhan Singh.

Telegram P., dated the 21st January 1916.

From—His Britannic Majesty’s Minister, Bangkok,

To— The Director, Criminal Intelligence^ Delhi.

Reference your telegram no. 127.
In case of seditious Indians, Siamese Government have always avoided extra

dition. Minister for Foreign Affairs has always spoken of their deportation as 
imdesirable.

Narinjan and Palla were sent back by Siamese High Commissioner across 
frontier I gather from His Mijesty’s Consul, Chiengmai, despatch 46 (confidential), 
January 1st, because they had no passport and were reported suspicious and sed
itious and were consequently undesirable. (Copy of this despateh he sent you 
under flying seal of Burma.)

W e may assume therefore that Siamese Government deported them as such 
and put them because of their propinquity at moment across border quietly instead 
of bringing them here.

ConfidetUial. I cannot think Siamese Government likely to take in any 
Indians whom they have deported as undesirable any further interest and I  do not 
propose to consult them.

Pro. no. 625.

Telegram no. 167, dated Delhi, the 26th January 1916.

From—The Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department,

To— T̂he Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Calcutta.

Burma Government desire that Chalia Ram, son of Shankar Das, and Bassawa 
Singh, son of Chanda Singh, who were sent to Calcutta by  Straits Settlements (Gov
ernment on board S. S. “ Japan” may be sent in custody to Rangoon. Please 
comply in direct com m unication  with Burma Government.

Pro. no. 626, ^

Telegram no. 168, dated Delhi, the 27th January 1916.

From— T̂he Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department,

To— T̂he Colonial Secretary, Singapore.

Government of Burma desire that Amar Singh, son of Warriam Singh, now in 
cnBtody in Singapore, be sent in custody Rangoon. I f  no objection please comply 
in direct communication with Burma.

Pro. no. 627.

Tekgiam  P ., no. 172, dated Delhi, the 27th January 1916.

^oo ftr-T h e Secretary to the Government of India, Home ‘Department,

To— T̂he Ohi^ Secretary to the Government o f Burma, Rangoon.

Please refer to your telegram no. 31-W., dated the 18th January 1916. The two 
persons Chalia Bam  and B a W w a  Singh are now in Calcutts and the Government

Pro. no. 628,

IF
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of Bengal have been asked to send them in custody to Rangoon. The Government 
of Singapore have also been requested to do same with A ^ r  Singh. Both these 
Governments have been asked to address you direct in the matter. The state
ment regarding the remaining four men who are said to b « at Penang is not under- 
stopd, for if they are at Penang then they must be in British custody. Do you 
mean that they are at Bangkok ? Bhadwhan Singh’s name is also not traceable 
here. I f  it is desired that the British Minister at Bangkok should be addressed 
it is desirable that further particulars about these men should be furnished 
to the Government of India. W ith reference to my telegram no. 128, dated 20th 
instant, the British Minister at Bangkok fully accepts the view expressed by the 
Government of India and says that the Siamese Government is unlikely to take 
any further interest in the undesirables who have been deported from Siam.

Pro . no. 629. Telegram P., no. 36-W., dated the 22nd January 1916.

From— The Chief Secretary to the Government o f Burma,

To— T̂he Secretary to the Goveimnent o f India, Hcsne Department.

Please refer to my telegram no. 31-W., dated the 18tii instant, on the o b jec t  
of the Pyawbway conspiracy case. Idran Das, alias Ham am  Singh, of Sahri, is 
one of the most important accused, mentioned on page 72 of the Ghadr directory, 
and is in custody here. I f  the documents and other articles which were found m 
his house at Vancouver could be produced at the trial, together with evidence to 
prove them, the case against him would be much strengthened. It  ia believed 
that the documents are in the possession of the Criminal Investigation Department 
in India, but the attendance of the witness who conducted the searches at 
Vancouver will be necessary. His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor after con
sulting Mr. Petrie strongly recommends that the Government of India should movo 
the Canadian Goverumeut to send this witness.

Pro. no. 630. Telegram P., no. 89, dated the 25th January 1916.

From— T̂he Chief Secretary to the Goverament o f Burma,

To— Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department,

Please refer to your telegram no. 128, dated the 20th January 1918, on the 
subject of the p ro p o ^  extension of certain sections of the Defence of India Act to 
Burma. The Commissioners who will be appointed will ait at Mandalay. The 
Government Advocate thinks that it would probably be sufficient to extend the 
sections in question to the Mandalay district only, but he fearS tbat this may 
encourage the raising of the question of juiisdictidn eapecisDy <as r^ a id s  the issue 
of process by the President at Rangoon beftHe the beginning of the trial. This 
procedure is desirable to save time and expense. The Government Advocate 
therefore advises the extension of the s^tions to Rangoon Town also. H e  
further desires that Amherst and Yam ethia districts should be included as 
important operations of the conspirators took place in those districts. The 
Government Advocate thinks that it wiU be safer to iiMilude these districts in spite 
of section 182, Criminal Procedure Code. Sections 3 to 11 of the Act should there
fore, in the opinion of H is Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, be extended to the 
four districts, namely, Rangoon Town, Amherst, Yamethin, and Mandalay of the 
Province of Burma.
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No. 187, dated Delhi, the 28th January 1916. Fro. no. 631.

Notification by the Government of India, Home Department.

In exercise of the power conferred by section 1, sub^section (3) of the Defence 
of India (Criminal Law Amendment) Act of 1915 (IV  of 1915), the Governor- 
General in Council is pleased to direct that sections 3 to 11 of the said Act shall 
come into force, with effect from the date of this notification, in the foUo^'ing 
four districts of the Province of Burma, namely, Rangoon Town, Amherst,
Yamethin, and Mandalay.

Telegtam no. 196, dated Delhi, the 29th January 1916.

From— The Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department,

To— The Chief Secretary to the Government of Burma.

Your telegram 89, dated the 25th instant. Notification extending sections 
3 to 11, Defence of India Act, to distriets named therein iraued in Gazette of 29th 
instanL

Pro. no. 632.

No. 423, dated Delhi, the 2nd February 1916l Y to. no. 633.
From— The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department,

To— The Chief Secretary to the Government of Borma.

In  forwarding, herewith, a copy of the Government of India notification*
•No. 187, dated the 28th J«»uary 1916. "ex ten d^  sections 3 - 1 1  of the Defence of

 ̂ India Act, 1915 (IV  o f 1915), to certam
districts of the Province of Burma, I  am directed to observe that the Act contains 
no clause excluding European British subjects or thm  children from the jurisdic
tion o f the Commissioners who may be appointed under section 4 of the Act.

, Theoretically, in view of section 46t of the
’ G o™ n m »»toJ  India Ant, 183S, t iia a k o .^

have been done, hut it was deemed in
expedient to emphasise the distinction involved. I  am accordingly to request 
that definite confidential instructions be issued to secure that no British subject 
bom  in Europe or the children o f such subject shall he tried for any offence by  
a Special Tribunal appointed under the Act, as otherwise the defence might hie 
tempted to raise the question of the validity of the Act on the groimd that it has 
created a Court with powers in excess of the limitations of the Statute of 1833.

No. 424, dated Delhi, the 2nd FelMuary 1916. Pro. no. 631.

From— The Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department,

To— Snt T. W . Holdbrness, E.C.B., K.C.S.I., H is M ajesty’a Under Secretary of Stata 
for India.

I  am directed to forward, for the information of His Majesty’s Secretary ol 
♦ XT 1 0 .T j  ¥ lAi.. State for India, a copy of a notificataontt  Na 187, dated the 28th Jannaiy 1916. , ,   ̂t j -  .

issued by  the Government of India extend
ing to certain districts in the Province of Burma sections 3— 11 o f the Defence 
of India Act, 1915 (IV  of 1915). .

2. This action has been taken to facilitate the speedy trial of a conspiracy 
case which has heen in sta ted  .agtunst certam persons who have endeavoured to 
tamper with the loyalty of the Indiaii troops and * N o ta ry  Police in that 
P r o ^ c e .  a 
S13HI>
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Pro. no. 636.

Pro. no. 637.

Telegnun P., no. 45-W., dated the 29th Jannar^ 1916.

From— T̂he Chief Secietaiy to the Goveniment of Bnima,

To— The Secretary to the Gkkvenunent o f Indian Home Deportment.

W ith reference to your teliegram no. 172, dated the 27th instant^ the four 
persons mentioned in my telegram no. 31-W ., dated the 18th January 1916, were 
said to be at Raheng in Siam, not at Penang. Their names are Gayan Singh, 
Bhadui S in ^  and Bnr Singh, three cousins who formerly lived at Mesort and are 
well known to the Consul at Chiengmai. The fourth is Eingoa S in ^  of Raheng 
and Chiengmai. Another man who is also wanted is Mul Grand, alias Mustapha 
Hussain, well known in Chiengmai, but who is now said to be at B an ^ok . 
A ll these men can be identified by a  shopkeeper at Raheng named Ismail.

Telegram P., dated the 30th Janoary 1916.

From— T̂he Chief Secretary to the Government of Burma,

To— T̂he Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department.

M y telegram no. 45-W., dated the 29th Janoary 1916. Another Indian 
named Maharaj Eishan who was arrested by  the SiameBB Government and 
deported to Singapore is required at Rangoon as a witness in tire conspiracy case. 
H e is now in Singapore in custody and H is Honour would be glad if the Straits 
Settlements Government could be asked to send hire to Rangoon for the purpose of 
giving evidence in the conspiracy case.

No. 1537-P., dated Calcutta, the 28th January 1916.

J'rom — A. Mar k , Esq., I.C.8., Additional Secretary to the Government o f Bengal,

To—The Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department.

1 am directed to acknowledge receipt of your telegram no. 167-Pofitical, dated 
the 26th January 1016, and to report for the information of the Government of 
India that the Governor in Council has issued orders under the Ingrom into India 
Ordinance V  of 1914 directing the removal under escort of Ghaliitram and 
Basawa Singh to Rangoon and their delivery on arrival to the Gonuniasioner of 
Police there. The Government of Burma is being informed aocotdinigly.

Pro. no. 638. Telegram P., no. 450. dated the 4th February 1916.

From— The Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department,

To— T̂he Colonial Seraetaxy, Singapore.

Please refer to my telegram no. 166  ̂dated the 27th Xannary 1916. The Gov* 
ernment of Burma now ask that another Indian named Maharaj Eishan who is 
now in custody in Singapore should be sent for purpose of ^v ih g evidence in con
spiracy case to Rangoon. Please arrange in directcommimieatioh witii the Govern
ment of Burma if there is no objection.

Pro. no. 639. Tefegram P ., no. 455, dated the 5th February 1916.

From— T̂he Secret&y to the Government o f India, HOmeDipittttaiient,

Britthnic M a j^ y ’a Minister at Bani^Hik.

Ydtn t^ g ra in , dated 21st ultimo. l%e Govenunini of India would be glad 
if-SfomBM Government were moved to deport as undesirable to Buxhia in direct

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



19

PBOCEBOmoS OF TtiS

HOM E D E PAR TM E N T , M ARCH  191«.

SedlUoD In the Bnrm* ttnUiy PoUeh. 

The Pjhwhwmy Comptraej Cue. [Net. eS«-M^.

communication with Iboal Government the following individuals who are wanted in 
connection with the conspiracy case which has been instituted in Rangoon. The 
names of these persons are Oayan Singh, Bhadui Singh and Bur Singh, three cousins 
who formerly lived at Mesort and are weD known to the Consul at ChiengmaL 
The fourth is Kingoa Singh of Raheng and ChiCngtnaL Theae four art said to be 
at Raheng. The filth is Mul Chand, a(uu Mustapha Hunain, well known in Chiengnui 
but who IS now said to be at Bangkok. Shopkeeper at R ^ e n g  named Ismail can 
identify all these people.

Telegram P ., no. 62-W., dated the 2nd Febm aiy 1916.

From—The Chief Secretary to the Government o f Botina,

To— The Secretary to the Government o f India, tfom e Department.

His Honour the Lieutoaant-Govemor would b O g ^  if Otdert oonld beisBued 
directing that C3iet Ram  who was deported in the SS. "  Japan ” atad who is no#  
interned in India be s « it  in custody and delivered to the Commissiooer o f Foficd, 
Rtmgoon. He is required either as a witness w  as an accused in the Fyawbway 
conspiracy case.

Pro. no. 640.

No. 209-X., dated Calcutta, the 5th February 1916.

From—A. Mark, Esq., I.C.S., Additional Secretary to the Government of Bengal,

To— The Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department, Delhi.

In  continuation of my letter no. I637-P., dated the 28th January I916i I  am 
directed to report for the information of the Govnnment of India that Chalia 
Ram  and Basawa Singh were sent niidhr escort to Rangoon on the Ihid February 
I91B by  the SS. Doneta. ”

Pro. no. 641.

Telegram P., dated the 7th February 1916. ĵ q g|2.

From—His Britanido Majesty’s IB m ttef at Bangkok,

To— The Secretary to  the GovemiUent o f India, Home D ^ rtin en t.

Please repeat the name of the fourth liidian referred to in your telegram 
no. 455. It is not likely that Kingoa Singh is correct.

Telegram no. 474, dated Delhi, the 8th February 1916.

From—The Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department,

To— His Britannic M ajesty’s Minister at Bangkok.

Your telegram, 7th, name is Ralla Singh, not Kingoa Singh; I f  necessary 
please consult Burma direct.

Pro. no. 643.

Teiegtam no. 47Ĝ  dated'Delhi, the 8th Febnury 1916. P ro . no. 644.

IVoiQ-^niB Srtretary to  the GoFeirtam it o f dmdS DispaM&lMt;

OUM B k ^ a ity  to the GoVetrim i^ o f B m g il

Chet jiam  eic SS^”  Japan ” laay be s ^ t  in 
custody arid ifeTnwilifMinrier of Police, Rangoon. W ith permission... .  ̂ ..V ' ^Brtct communic^on with Burma Government,
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Telegram P., dated tlie 7th February 1916.

From— T̂he Colonial Secretary, Singapore,

To— The Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department.

The person referred to in your secret tel^ram  no. 450, dated the 4th February 
1916, is not here, but in Bangkok, so it is b ^ v e d .

Pro. no. 646. Telegram P., no. 604, dated the 10th February 1916.

From— The Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department,

To—His Britannic Majesty’s Minister, Bangkok.

Home Department telem m  474, dated 8th February 1916. The Government 
of Burma ask that another Indian by the name of Maharaj Kishan who is believed 
to be at present in Bangkok should be deported and sent to Burma, together uith 
the Indians who were named in the Home Department telegram no. 455 of 5th 
February 1916. The Government of India trust that this can be arranged by you 
in direct dommunication with the Government of Burma.

Telegram dated the 12th February 1916.

.  From— His Britannic Majesty’s Minister, Ban^rok,

To— The Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign and Political Depart
ment.

Please refer to your t e le ^ m  504, dated the 10th February 1916. Maharaj 
Kishan is still in gaol here. 1 had already asked the Siamese authorities to have 
him sent to Burma over the frontier with the other five men who are not yet 
found. It will be difficult to trace some of these men.

Pro. no. 648.

Pro. no. 649.

Telegram P ., no. 638, dated the 13th February 1916.

From— The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department,

T o^ T h e Chief Secretary to the Government of Burma.

Please refer to your telegrams, dated the 29th and 30th ultimo. His Britannic 
Majesty’s Minister, Bangkok, telegraphs as follows on the 12th instant. Begins. 
Maharaj Kishan . .  . .  these men. Ends.

Telegram P., no. 208, dated the 14th February 1916.

From— The Viceroy (Home Department),

To— The Seeretary o f State for India.

W ill you please refer to your secret telegram of the 6th of October 1914 to the 
Viceroy regarding the Victoria bomb plot. The Government of Burma have now 
under arrest Ham am  Singh who was really the prime mover in the affair. This was 
fully established at the time, by  search of Ham am  Singh’s house and premises of 
which full details are given in letter of 17th September 1914 from Hopkinson to 
Ministry- of Interior. The Burma Government will shortly try Ham am  Sin^h 
and others for waging war against the King and consider that case against him 
would be materiaUy strengthened if they could produce in court e^4dence

" C
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obtained in Victoria proving Ham am  Singh’s connection with Ghadr party in 
America. This would involve sending to India an officer who conducted the 
search with all incriminating articles found, and official search list. The paper 
marked C alluded to in Hopkinson’s letter and all correspondence seized are now 
with the Indian Criminal InteUigence Department, and it is essential that 
the officer sent should be in a position to identify these. If the officer who 
conducted the search cannot identify Hamam Singh other witness or witnesses 
will be needed to prove that Hamam Singh is same man of that name 
w'hose premises were searched in Victoria. W e agree with Burma in thinking that 
the production of this evidence is important and request that you will move 
the Canadian Glovemment to hend it if available. The witnessed should reach 
Rangi>on by the middle of March or as soon after as possible, intimation being sent 
us of their departure. W e shall be glad to receive early iuformation as to 
whether Canada can send this evidence.

No. 413-X., dated C^cutta, the 18th Febmary 1916. Pro. no. 650.

From— A  MabR, Esq., I.C.S., Additional Secretary to Ihe Government of Bengal,

To— The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, DelhL

In  continuation of my letter no. 230-X., dated the 8th February 1916, and with 
reference to your telegram no. 475 of the same date, I am directed to report for 
the information of the Government of India that Ladha Singh and Chet Ram  
were sent under escort to Rangoon on the 10th Febm ary 1916 by the SS.

Bangala. ”

Telegram P., no. 86-W., dated the 23rd February 1916. Pro. no. 651.

From—The Government o f Burma,

To— The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

Pyawbway conspiracy case. My telegram no. 36-W., dated 22nd ultimo.
Could Government of India kindly inform us as soon as possil^e whether the evidence 
referred to is likely to arrive from Vancouver and when it will be received ? The 
conspiracy trial will begin on the 6th of March and the prosecution will probably 
close about the end of the month. I f by that time it is known that evidence is on 
its way it might be possible to procure an adjournment while the defence witnesses 
are being summoned. Unless the evidence arrives by the third week of April it 
is not likely to be of any use. H is Honour, therefore, hopes that it will be possible 
to have the matter expedited and information obtained at an early date as to 
whether and when the evidence is likely to arrive.

Telegram P., no. 266, dated the 29th February 1916. P fo . 552,

From— ^The Viceroy (Home Department),

To— T̂he Secretary of State for India.

Burma conspiracy case. Contitraation of my telegram, dated the 14th instant.
Trial begina on 6th M ardi and prosecution is expected to close at the end of that 
mondi. The Canadian evidence is not likely to to useful unless available by the 
third week in April at the latest. It  is requested by  the local Govem m rat that 
early intimation of intention may be given.
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Telegram P., no. 97-W., dated the 26th February 1916.

From— The Chief Secretary to the Government o f Burma,

To— The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

Pyaw bw aj conspiracy case. Reference correspondence ending my telegram  
no. 86-W., dated the 23rd February last. Following two persons are required for 
trial. They were deported from Singapore last D^em ber. First, Budha Singh, 
son of Sham Singh Aiora, of Philloke Killah, Daidar Singh Police Thana, Gujran- 
wala District, Punjab. Secondly, Indar Singh, son of Indar Singh Brahmin, of the 
same village. H is Honour would be glad if these two men could be sent under 
escort to Rangoon and delivered to the Commissioner of Police. The matter is 
urgent as the trial is fixed to begin on the 6th of March.

No. 850, dated Delhi, the 1st March 1916.

From—The Deputy Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department,

To— The Chief Commssioner o f Delhi.
\

In  continuation of the Home Department endorsement no. 658, dated the 
18th February 1916,1 am directed to forward for your information a copy of a tele
gram received from the Government of Burma, no. 97-W ., dated 26th February 
1916, and to request that the two persons named in the te'egram may be sent at 
once to Rangoon in custody and deliveied to the Commissioner of Police. I  am  
also to request that the date on which these men a n  despatched and the prob
able date of their arrival at Rangoon may be intimated as soon as possible to the 
Government of Burma.

Pro. no. 655. Telegnm  P., dated London, the 2nd March 1916.

From— The Secretary of State for India,

To— The Viceroy (Home Department).

[Please refer to your telegram of the 29th ultimo.] Trial of Ham am  Singh, 
Burma Government. Canada duly informed without de lay ; they are anxious to 
help but doubt whether any one but the late Mr. Hopkinson is in a position to be 
useful. 1 am pressing matter and will telegraph result as soon as I can.

Pro. no. 656.

(a) Vftrt within 
bnokeU 
•milted.

Telegram P., no. 876, dated the 4th March 1916.

From— The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department,

To— T̂he (!!hief Secretary to the Government of Burma.

Please refer to your telegram 86-W ., dated 23id ultimo.- The Secretary o f
[ ] State telegraphs as follows, (a) Bigins.* Ends. 

\

Pro. no. 657. Telegram P., dated London, the 7th March 1916.

From— The Secretary of State for Indian •

To— The Viceroy (Home Department),

Following is secret. Trial of Harnam Singh, Burma. The Governor-General 
of Canada has telegraphed to-day as follows. Begins. It is not possible to obtain 
a witness to identify Harnam Singh as visitor of house where outfit was found. 
Detective Ezra Carlow arrested Daljp and Gurdit carrying a bomb. Sworn state
ment, also judge’s notes at trial, can be secured. There is.no substantial evidence

f

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



23

PBOCEEDIN08 OF THE

HOM E D EPAR TM EN T, M ARCH  1916.

Mitlon In the Bnrmn Mill U r j PoUee. 

The Pyawbway Consplraej Can. [Not. 66»—66a

to connect Harnam Singh with Ghadr. Taraknath Das is now in Berlin. Gurdit 
would like to go to India but does not know Hamam S in ^ . Dalijp declined to 
talk. If required Detective Carlow would be ready to go to India. Ends. I shall 
be glad to have your views by telegraph.

Telegram no. 914, dated Delhi, the 8th March 1916.

From—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department,

To— The Chief Secretary to the Government o f Burma.

In continuation of the Home Department telegram no. 876, dated 4th instant. 
His Majesty’s Secretary of State telegraphs as follows. Begins. Following is secret 
*  * *  ♦ *  views by telegraph. Ends. Views of Lieutenant-
Governor should be telegraphed urgently.

Pro. no. 658.

Telegram P., nos. 313-314, dated the 11th Macrh 1916. P ro . no. 659.

From— The Viceroy (Home Department),

To— The Governor-General of Canada.

(Repeated to the Secretary of State for India.)

Please refer to the recent telegraphic correspondence on the subject of sending 
a witness to Burma in the case of Hamam Smgh. Hopkinson’s letter of 17th 
September 1914 to Ministry of Interior clearly states that he took with him two 
city detectives to search Ham am  Singh’s store and house. Either of these would 
be competent witness. It  is further stated in the same letter that one Baboo 
actually pointed out Ham am  Singh’s store and that latter’s correspondence which 
we particularly wish to produce in evidence against him was found in the posses
sion of Baboo’s wife, a white woman to whom it was made over by Hamam Singh 
himself. This woman should be an excellent witness if disposed to give evidence.
W hat we need from you is evidence that will prove that the correspondence in our 
hands is really Ham am  Singh’s. Internal evidence of correspondence itself fully  
connects him vith  Ghidr. W ould you kindly let me know early by telegraph 
whether detective or Baboo’s wife or both are available. You might also consider 
the possibility of using Baboo himself.

The above message has been addressed to Canada and repeated to Secretary 
of State with reference to corres{k)ndence ending with his tel^ram  dated 7th 
March 1916.

Telegram P., dated the 10th March 1916. Pro. no. 660.

From—^His Britannic Majesty’s Minister, Bangkok,

To— T̂he Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Departments

Please refer to your telegram no. 455, dated the 5th February 1916. Maharaj 
Eishan h v  been sqnt across the frontier. Including Bhadux Singh and Bur 
Singh and RaDa Singh, who are wanted by the Government of Burma to give 
evidence, seven Indians have been deport^  to-day to Singapore. The Govern
ment of Singapore has been informed.
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Not. 661—6«6.]
8e6ltlOB In the Bami« HlUtvy BoHm . 

Tk« PjTBwkwBj Couplney Casa.

Pro. no. 661. Telegram no. 968̂  dated Delhi, the 11th March 1916.

From—The Secretary to the Government o f India, Home Department,

^ To— The Chief Secretary to the Government o f Burma.

Following telegram received from His Britannic Majesty’s Minister, Bangkok, 
repeated for His Honour’s information. Beqint. Maharaj Kishan *

informed. End$.*\ • *  « 0
V

*
V

.V

Pro. no. 662. ^  Telegram P., no. 145-W., dated the 14th March 1916. 

* From—"fhe tihief Secretary to the G^\

Pro. no. 663.

ivemment of Boima, \

To-^T l^  Secretary to the Go^m m ent of India, Home Department.

BkaSe refer td~ydUr telegram no: 914, dated the 8tb March 1916. Little 
value would be attached to the evidence available in Canada. Recently we have 
obtained evidence lo c ^ y  which stiergtLens the case a g ^ s t  H i^ a m  S i^ h  so 
that we can di^>ehBp^th the witness Canada. HiBr^mO&vtheiefoieH^dPkiB 
lihat the proposal of getting evidence fiom that country may be dropped. ' ’The 

_ thanks of the Government ^  Bunr a may, H is Honour hopes, be conveyed to the 
Governor-General of Canada.

P .,'^ te d  16th A r d 6& M 6.> ^  .  »  A

From—His Excellency the Governor-General of Canada,

To— The Viceroy (Home Department).
\ v

V -

Please see your telegram of the isfth March. My Government states as follows. 
Detective Carlow will be sent to India. 'The other detective mentioned by Hop- 
kinson is dead. It is reported that Babu Singh and his white wife are in the Unitra  
States and we are endeavouring to locath them. W e cannot compel either of them 
to go to India or make any statement but if they go voluntarily we viB  send them.

Pro. no. 664. Telegram nos. 331-332, dated the 16th Harah 1916.

From— The Viceroy (Home Department),

To— The Governor-General obCanada. ^

(Repeated to the Secretary of State for India.)

Please refer to your telegram of the 16th instant. The Government of India 
are greatly obliged for Your Excellency’s reiadiness to assist and proposal to send 
Detective Carlow to India. Local evidence since obtained strengthens case against 
Ham sm  Singh and evidence from Canada can therefore now be dispei a d with. 
Carlow and other witnesses need not row be sent. Addressed Governor-Genera], 
Canada, and repeated to Secretary of State for India.

Pro. rto. 665. Telegram P., no. 1034, dated the 21st March 1916.

From —The Secretary to the (government of India, Home Department,

To— The Chief Secretary to the Government of Burma.

The Governor-General of Canada has been thanked for his readiness to assist 
and he has been informed that the proposal to obtain evidence from (Canada against 
Ham am  Singh has been dropped. This is with reference to your telegram no. 
146-W., d a t^  the 14th March 1916.
Exd. by— E A.
S13HD
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