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SECTION I.
P

I ntboductory,

It wt>uld be outside the scope of this memorandum to describe the 
geiieral nature of the agitation against the Ro\^latt Act which was carried on 
^roughout India during February and March, and which terminated in the 
disorders of April of the present year, Neither the agitation nor the disorder 
which followed it were confined to the Punjab. Nor would it be germane to 
the present purpose to discuss those general conditions which contributed to 
give the agitation so widespread a character or secured for it such ready support 
from large sections of the population w'hich had hitherto borne no conspicuous 
share in political movements. The general stimulation of political life and 
the expectations of political concessions which accompanied the discussions on 
the Reforms Scheme; the disturbance of economic conditions due to high 
prices and the restrictions on traffic facilities in military interests; the wave of 
social unrest set in motion by the A^r;* the influence of the definite adoption 
of the Home Rule programme at the All-India Congress meeting of December 
1917; these were factors in the situation which were common to the whole of 
India. The following pages will attempt merely to examine such conditions as 
were special to the Punjab, to estimate their value in determi/ning the sinister 
aspect eventually taken by the agitation in that Province, and to describe the 
disorder which resulted from it. The method adopted has 1)eeu to refer first, 
in the present section of the memorandum, to such general conditions as may 
«eem to have acted as causes predisposing to unrest in the province, and to set 
out in summary form the nature of the disorder; in the sec ond section to give 
a general history of the events of last April ; and in a third section to describe 
the steps taken by requisitioning the aid of troops and by the administration of 
Martial Law to re-establish order. The information contained in those sections 
is based on the fuller details giv en in the district accounts which follow.t Those 
of chief importance are Amritsar, Guj ranwala and Lahore; the records of 
Lyallpur, Gujrat and Multan, though of lesser importance, also merit study.

ISVhen the Rowlatt Bill was under discussion in the Imperial Legis 
lative Council, its opponents issued an emphatic warning that if it passed into 
law it would be met by widespread agitation throughout- the country.

And the last ground why I  oppose this measure is th a t 'I  do not wish to state it  h j  
way of threat or intimidation to Government, but I  wish .to state it because 
it is my duty to tell you that, if these measures are passed, you will 
create in the country from one end to the other a discontent and agitation, 
the like of which you have not witnessed, and it will have, believe me, a 
most disastrous effect on the good relations that have eusted between the 
Government and the people. J •

To those who at the time conternplated the possible consequences of 
the extension of this agitation to the Punjab, it did not appear that there were 
nny circumstances, which would either cause it to take an extreme form, or 
involve eventual disorder in the Province. It is true that in 1914i and 1915 thp 
conduct of a large number of emigrants returning to India from the colonies had 
necessitated ai wide resort to the provisions of the Ingress Ordinance;. numbers 
had been interned, others had been prosecuted for outrages committed within 
the Province. Again, there had in 1915 been agrarian outrages over a large 
nrea of the South-Western Punjab. But the emigrants had after the summer 
of 1915 given no further trouble, and the majority had been released from 
internment ; the agrarian trouble had shown no sign of recrudescence. The 
Province had made a response, unequalled by any other part of India, to the 
appeal for recruits, and had subscribed so freely to the War Loans that the 
Province ranked third in the general list of contributors.

* “ Perhapn the greatest factor of all at this juncture is India’s response to the rrave of political and social 
ssrest set in motion by the War and now creeping throughout the world. The new spirit impels men and 
-women in all conditions to examine the social structure eritioaUy and to  question all existing forms of mvernt 
m sn t"—The Timet, April 9th, 1919.

t  They are, for facility of reference, anw ged alphabetically and not by divisions, me

X'Slr. Jinnah in the Imperial Legislative Conqcil, 6th Febntary 1919, *
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It has indeed been suggested that the efforts made by t|^e civil authorities 
to secure thes  ̂results were themselves a predisposing cause of disorder. ,It is a 
suggestion capable of easy disproof. The Punjab had-during the war enlisted 
over 360,000 men, of whom 300,000 were combatants. There had in many diŝ  ̂
tricts been an intensive campaign for recruiting conducted by district officers. 
The response to that campaign showed that the pressure exerted was not on the 
whole resented by the people ; many classes which had before been conspicuous 
for their disinclination to enlist had produced large numbers of recruits, and if 
in some isolated instances (such as in the Shahpur and Multan Districts) there 
had been incidents which showed' that sections of the people resented the 
efforts of recruiting parties, it was clear that this feeling was far from being 
general. An examination of the district figures of enlistment gives in- 
teresting and convincing resulcs TheJRawalpindi district headed the list with 
30,000 combatants, and Jhelum followed with 26,000; but neither district 
was seriously involved in the disturbances. Lahore provided only 8,000 men, 
standing seventeenth on the recruiting l is t ; Lyallpur provided only 3,000; 
but both were among the districts proclaimed under Martial Law. Again, if  ' 
recruitment had been a cause of discontent, it is difficult to suppose that 
the large numbers of demobilized men returning to their homes in April would 
Jiave evinced no sign of "empathy-^th the agitation. But save for one or two 
isolated Cas<i3 'bf^en^who JornecT in attempts at pillage, there was no evidence 
of their having taken part in the disorder. Disorder was, with few excep
tions, confined to the towns; and the towns were the parts of the province 
least affected by the recruitii^ campaign! I f  the towns had been influenced 
litany of the efforts m ^e to secure co-operation in war purposes, it was that 
in favour of the War Loans which would have had most effect on them. But the 
figures of subscription show that districts such as Hissar, Jullundur, Ludhiana,. 
Ferozepore and !^walpindi, in which there was no breach of order, were 
in proportion to the wealth of their ti’ading classes, not less conspicuous in 
their efforts than those in which the agitation was most successful. Amritsar, 
jiossibly the richest trading city in the province, was by no m ^ns high up in 
the list of subscribers to the War Loans.

A further cause has been suggested for the unusual measure of support 
given by the Punjab towns to the agitation against the Eowlatt Act. I t  is 
based on the assertion that the Punjab administration had for some years mani
fested an attitude of hostility to the aspirations of the politically-minded classes. 
It has been adduced as one proof of tlijs that the local Government had for over 
two years maintained an order of exclusion against Tilak and Bepin Chandra P a l; 
and it was asserted that it had utilized, with a severity unknown in the rest of 
India, the restrictive provisions of the Press Act. , The question opened up by 
this charge is a wide one and would involve a retrospect of Punjab policy 
which would be beyond the scope of tliis memorandum. One fact, however, 
seems clear. I f the policy pursued by the local Government in this respect 
was resented by advanced political thinkers, its direct effect must be sought 
rather in the fact that it stimulated them to take a prominent part in the 
agitation, than in the fact that it had itself any definite influence on the 
feelings of the rank and file. The decision of the All-Indian Congress 
Committee to hold its 1919 session at Amritsar led, as the district reports 
will show, to some stirring of political life in Amritsar, Multan and Lahore; 
but there had been little in the nature, of demonstrations of political interest 
among the population at large during 1917 and 1918. It was not' until fJie 
movement for an All-India demonstration against the Rowlatt Act had reached 
the Punjab that the people of the Punjab towns began to frequent mass meet
ings or to show any signs of an active sympathy with the aims of local 
politicians.

So far the analysis of the causes put forward as accounting for the 
prominent share taken by the Punjab in the agitation has yielded a negative 
result. constructive explanation can possibly be attained by focussing atten
tion on the different classes which finally interested themselves in the agitation. 
It is clear that the educated classes as a whole, and pleaders in particular, were 
deeply Interested in i t  in the Punjab as elsewherej and they nodoubt felt that the 
termination of the war would mean the removal of the restrictions on agitation 
which had' been necessary so long as it continued. There is a further fact which
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has some significance m estimating the share tidcen by Uiis class in the agitation 
in the Fuajab towns. For many years tlie agricultural classes in the Punjab 
had been improving their position in relation to the professional and trading 
classes, from which the educated classes are mostly drawn. The extension 
of canal irrigation had greatly improved their material position; the Land 
Alienation Act had given them a statutory recognition which they themselves re
garded as privileged and which the monev-lendinp and profeBsion^ classes,largely 
debarred from investment in land, cnallengcd as invidious! efforts made by 
the larger land owners and men of leading in rural areas to promote recruiting 
during the war had brought their class into pirominence, and had sectored a 
generous recognition from Government. The rural classes had demanded in the 
local Legislative Council that a definite share in all Government posts should 
be reserved to the land-owning clas.ses ; tiiey had during the discussion on the 
new Franchise scheme asked that the representation of rural areas should be 
confined to members of the statutory agricultural tribes. There was an un
doubted feeling on the part of the professional classes that their position had 
been invaded, and a not unnatural desire to assert their political importance... 
They would, however, have achieved little success in the agitation but for 
the ready support of the shop-keeping and trading classes. It was tho 
adhesion of this class whicn seeurea tne success oi the agitation. In many 
eases the hartal of the 6tb April appears to have owed little to direct organiza--, 
tion by public men ; so ready were the trading classes to accept the suggestion, 
for a universal demonstration that the closure of shops. appeared to many 
observess to be almost spontaneous. It is not to be supposed that this claw- 
had, as a whole, been largely influenced either by the newspaper campaign or 
by political teachings. They were perhaps affected to some extent by such 
factors as the new Tncnme-tax Act and the more searching methods of enquiry re- • 
cently introduced, as well as by the direct interference wdth trade conditions which 
was necessary during the war; but far the mo-st likely explanation, is that they 
were genuinely frightened by what they heard about the Eowlatt Act. As a class 
they come less into contact with Govertimeut ulBcH-sThan do Ihe leaders of the 
agricultural community ; timid and suspicious by tradition, they are very suscep
tible to any suggestions of oppression by police or cf&cials, and fell a ready prey 
to the distorted versions which were circulated about the Act. To this may Tje • 
added another cause, though it does not apply equally throughout the Province.. 
The Arva Samaj community is a growing one among the Hindu members of 
the trading classes; and as the experience of ] 907 shows a section of its mem
bers is in times of public excitement, susceptible to anti-European propaganda. 
Finally, the prolonged duration of high prices had affected adversely all the lower ’ 
classes in the tow ^ . The monsoon of 19IS hafi been the worst for 47 years, and. 
foodstuSTEacTsuffered an increase in price equal almost to that of imported 
articles. Wheat was 47 per cent, in price above that of 1914, European cotton 
cloth 175 per cent., Indian cloth 100 per cent., ginned cotton 310 per cent., sugar 
68 per cent. Those on fixed incomes suffered in special degree from the increase,, 
and economic difficulties largely explain the fact that the railway subordinate 
staff were in a state of discontent which made them give reaJy su^pbHTd’the- 
agit ~ ■tion.

These causes may perhapsvappearto;some as insufficient to  account for the 
events of April last. But it is necessary to distinguish the course of the agitation 
from that of the disorder which followed it. The movement against the Act, 
working up to the general demonstration of the 6th April, was not in itself of an 
exceptional nature. There was not, as far as be ascertained, any general 
intention of carrying it beyond the stage of political demonstration and pas
sive resistance. Tlio .<8afyp|yTgtig. Tvm-pomPTif definitely contemplated disobedi
ence to law ; but there is no"*evidence that there e x is ts , at all events during

almost everywhere in the hands of local leaders, and the character of the 
agitation varied in proportion to their individual influence and activity; there 
seems to have been little in the nature .of concerted action among them.  ̂ At 
Amritsar it early-took a more violeidl form under the guidance of Hr. Saif-ud- 
din Kitchlew, a barrister who had received oi his education in
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Germanji of Dr. Satyapal who had served for a time, under the military- 
authorities as â 'tomponJiî y' medical officer, and of Dina ~N~ath. a newspaper 
editor. At Lahore, it was guided mainly by Duni Chand, president of the 
Indian Association, and Ram Bhai Datt, who had beea the Punjab repre» 
sentatire of the Swadeshi agltatioa in Bengal. Rlsewhere there was ijo 
local leader who stood out conspicuously. The ain  ̂of the agitation at this 
stage probably extended no further than a desire on the part of the local leaders 
to put such pressure on Government as would force it to withdraw the 
Rowlatt Act. It is possible that the Act was not in itself the real objective. 
There was no doubt a genuine dislike to it on the part of niodernte politicians 
as a measure which conflicted with the claims of India for a material recogni
tion of her loyalty and support during the war; and this class of thinker 
would in any case be opposed on principle to a measure which gave to 
executive authority a position independent of judicial control. There was 
probably among this class little genuine mistrust that its provisions would 
lead to misuse of authority though they were undoubtedly much impressed by 
the unanimous opposition of the Indian non-official meiabers of Council. The 
advanced thinkers, however, such as those at Amritsar and Lahore, probably 
■aw far more than this in the Act. It afforded an opportunily of a unique 
nature for a, general agjtojHon against_jQasanunent, ah agitation which, if 
successful in securing the withdrawal of the Act, would demonstrate concluf 
lively the power of the political classes to force the hands of Government on 
any question on which popular sympathy could be roused. In their hands, 
the agitation was to be used as a weapon for the ultimate intimidation of Gov-- 
ernment. "

If this analysis of the position is correct, thejobject of those responsible 
for the agitation, at all events up to the 6th of April, was not primarily to produce 
disorder. Consciously or unconsciously, they succeeded, however, in producing 
an atmosphere which ngade.̂ dia0.rder ; indeed, as some observers thought,
made it inevitable. “ I ventured to "urge before this movement began,” 
Bays Mrs. Besant, “ that its logical result was riot and bloodshed,”* and 
Mr. Gandhi had himself to admit that when he embarked on a mass move
ment he “ underrated the forces of disorder.”!  It was in the period of violent 
excitement which immediately followed the hartalX of the 6th April that dis
order was incubated; there is no doubt that in the minds of many who attended 
the meetings of the 7th and 8th, and shared in the Ram Naumi celebrations 
of the 9th, there must have risen the idea that a policy of active resistance and 
intimidation was the natural sequel to the demonstrations of the 6th. I ’or the 
disturbapees which ensued we must mainly look to local causes. The account of 
events at Amritsar gives in some detail the local factors which resulted in turning 
what started as a protest in force against the, deportation of Drs. Kitehlew and 
Satyapal into mob violence marked by murder, pillage and incendiarism. The 
demonstrations at Lahore followed on the news of the outrages at Amritsar 
and the exclusiop of Mr. Gandhi from the Punjab; the precise degree of violence 
intended by the crowd may be doubtful, but the danger that violence might 
arise was open to no doubt, and the progress of the mob was rightly checked 
by the authorities. The outrages at Amritsar and the check administered to 
the crowds at Lahore were followed by something like a state of open anarchy 
in both cities, and a definite exhibition of anti-Rritish and revolutionary feeling 
commenced in the cities of the central Punjab. This would not have been 
possible but for the atmosphere of excitement and opposition to authority 
created by the passive resistance demonstration of the 6th, and it is equally 
this which is responsible for the violence of the sympathetic outbreaks at Kasur 
and Gujranwala. In the latter alone does there appear to be any evidencje that

*Neto India, Madras, dated 21st April 1919.

TtTnet of India, Bombay, dated 19th April 1919.
Compare language used by Swami Shraddhanand (alias Munshi Rim) in ap open letter to Mr. 

Gandhi. ** I  am therefore oonTinced that nnder the present oonditiong in India the uiril breaking of laws 
without prodneing an upheaval among the masses (for which neither you nor any Satyagrahi is morally 
responsible) is impossible '̂—Independent, M a y  1919.

!  Rartal is thus defined V  Platts (Hindustani Dict'ionary, 1881):—“ Shutting up all the shops in a 
|a u k e t (on aecoont of oppression, or as a paasive resistance to eu a tip n );—passive resistance "
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the leaders of the agitation were responsible for the direct organisation of 
violence; an!d the tSiMpiracy to-this end'does not seem to have dated back 
further than the disturbances in Amritsar and Lahore. In Lyallpar the 
unrest had somewhat different causes; while there was vigorous agitt^ion by’ 
political leaders, much of the unrest was directly due to Sikh colonists from 
the Manjha, who had close conneotion with Amritsar.

Such in rough outline is the explanation now offered of the unusual 
course of events in the Punjab. The agitation drew its strength from causes 
which did not materially differ from those which regulated its course in 
other parts of India; the resultant disorder was due to local causes oper
ating in the dangerous atmosphere created by the agitation, an atmosphere 
of peculiar danger where the population is as virile and quick to action as 
that of the Punjab. What the Bowlatt Committee wrote of the Sikh popula
tion is true of many other classes in the Province.* “ With the high-spirited 
and adventurous Sikhs the interval between thought and action is short. If 
captured by inflammatory appeals, they are prone to act with all possible 
celerity, and in a fashion dangerous to the whole fabric of order and constitu
tional^ rule.” Fortunately the excitement caused by the agitation had not 
penetrated deeply into the rural areas; the worst of the disorder occurred 
when" t̂fifeT6\iltivatbrs'were ehg^ed in cutting their harvest, a fact which in 
itself contributed to divert their attention from i t ; and though subsequent 
events proved that where villagers thought that law and order had broken 
down, they were ready to join in the disturbances, the prompt action taken 
by Government to quell disorder speedily turned the balance in its favour. 
Many of the leaders of rural opinion from the first demonstrated by their 
attitude that ^^y hpd^o sym pathy^th the agitation, while the best of them 
were throughout ready^foT'lenEtEeiraisT^^ to que 
followed it.

quell the disorder which

It may be noted here that the Punjab 
unaffected by the agitation, though the IBSSr

.Kative Stetes were virtual^ 
w ay^ laff’s&tioned therein wiw 

imnlved in the prevalent disaffection. The three Phulkian States at the request 
of Government undertook the protection o f^ ^ ’̂ raffwa^"'lines and stations 
within their jurisdiction by Imperial Service Troops, the work done Jn Patiala 
in this respect under the personal direction of His Highness the jBaBaiaja 
being particularly valuable. The States of the Sahaw^pur Agency were 
equally ready to assist Government, the Bahawalpur~1Darbar making admirable 
arrangements for protecting railways while the P^dkpj; Saippeis aed Miners 
did excellent work in the Ferozepore Brigade. The assistance rendered by the 
Kapurthala Darbar during the period of unrest at Jullundur was warmly 
euIo^se3^hy .the Commissioner of the Division.

* Bowlatt Committee ■ Beport, pangnph IM.
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SECTION II.

T h e  Course o r the A gitation and R esultant Disorder.

The agitation against the Act commenced in February, and ultimately 
extended to every town of importance in the central and South-East Punjab- 
In its earlier stages it was largely in the hands of the Provincial Congress Com
mittees and of such bodies as the “ Indian Association ”* of Lahore ; the most 
prominent of their members were in nearly every case pleaders and vakils, but 
they found a ready sympathy in the eommereial and ^dasses. The
leaders took their tone from the articles in the provincial press, which from 
the first showed its determination to inspire the most uncompromising opposi- 
tion to the Act. While the Bill was still under consideration the Tribune' 
newspaper^ had written:

No civib’zed Government would adopt a policy of repression in the teeth of opposition^ 
from the public. There are now two ways open to us. Ope is that we- 
should, h'ke the dead, put the noose of this law round our necks, bury in 
oblivion our ever fair name, as also that of our great men, and sound the 
death-knell of the so-called liberty of India. The other is that we should 
afford proof of our life by refusing to accept the law in question.

Another paperj on about the same date (the 12th March) calls on 
Indians to show that they are not prepared to accept a law “ calculated to 
gag their mouths, close their eyes, and bind them hand and foot.” “ There 
will now,” says another paper, “ be caused such unrest in the country no 
parallel to which will be found in the history of the world.”§ Numerous 
meetings were held to protest against the Act, but at the outset, except in 
the hands of extremist members of the convening bodies, the criticism of the Act 
was not accompanied by violent attacks on Government; its main lines may be 
summed up in the charge that the Act threw unjust,ifiablA pnwpr intn f.hp 
hands pL-tbe^lice, and it soon became a catchword that the new Statute would! 
permit “ Na Vakil, na dalil, na appeal.”ll There appear to have been few 
attempts Td^xplain the real purport of the Act. At a mass meeting held at 
Amritsar on the 23rd of March, the audience asked that this should be done, 
but the chairman remarked that this was “ somewhat of a difficult task ; and 
his promise that a subsequent speaker should undertake it, remained unfulfilled. 
When speakers of a more advanced type held the field—as for instance in the 
case of Lahore and Amritsar—criticism went much beyond the condemnation of 
the Act on its menls. It was represented as the typical product of a bureau
cracy bent on crushing India, in spite of her services during the war, “ The 
Boers bit like ants ” said a speaker at Amritsar .on the 23rd March,-

but the British bite like scorpions. When they are in need of help they take it, 
and then forget it. I t  was said that this Bill** was intended for a few men 
only. I f  this was the case why did the bureaucracy place it like a hanging 
‘sword over the heads of all Indians to harass them ? . I f
bureaucracy after the experience of a reign of 150 years over this country 
could not control ten or twenty revolutionists, it ought to select another' 
country to rule over.

The speaker compared the Act—and he could in the Punjab use no more 
damning simile—to the pr^eedinga ,o£ Nadir .Shah. Such criticism, not 
without danger when addressed to a large audience of townspeople unaccustomed 
to sift the value of political declamations, became additionally dangerous when 
accompanied by an appeal to racial animosity.

We are told in the schools of the benefits of Telegraph, Post Office and Bailways jtl" 
they are said to be for the benefit gf the public, but we know that the 
contrary is the case. We realize now that famine prevails on account of the 
Bailwa} s, which are for the benefit of the Rulers only. Oh I wretched

* Martial Law CommiBsion Case, decided 5th July 1919, file No. 114. 
t  Tribune, Lahore, 11th March 1919. 
i  Punjab Darpan, 12th March 1919.
§ Wagt, Lahore, dated 29th March 1919.
II Martial Law Commission Case, decided 5th July 1919, file No. 114, page IL  
T  Martial Xaw Commission Order, dated 5th July 1919, file No. U3, pago t .
•* Fde No. 4994, pages 14-15. 
t t  File No. 4994, pag« 14-15.
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IndianSj look at the plight yoa are in ; .if you vent yout thoughts you are 
lial)le to get your necks cut, if you move your hands, they will be broken. 
Despite your degraded condition, new laws in the shape of Black Cobras are 
being thrust on you.

At another meeting, the point was emphasised that the Act constitated 
Tndia*s sole reward for loyalty during the war; and it was a common charge 
that the Act showed t ^ t  the talk of Reform was nobbing ^hort of 
hypocrisy^

We were encouraged by the Government and our hopes rose. We nsed to think 
that we should be given self-government and that both Hindus and Muham
madans would be r e d in g  over our country. We nsed to think that we 
would m ^ e  progress in the world, that our children would receive such 
educatiipi as we wished, a n ^ h e t  they would be ready with everything for 
their nation and country, but we see with regret that all our hopes have 
turned into dust. As soon as the war has ended, instead of self-government 
this Act is imposed upon us.

Such arguments are not dissimilar to those used in the Imperial Tiegis- 
^ativft (Iniineil when the BilT was under discussion; but they were then directed 
to a different class of audience. Nor was it then sought to drive the lesson 
home with appeals such as that which follows.

In  the world's war only fifty lakhs of people died, bat one crore and ninety lakhs
have died of starvation in India...............  I  tell you, that the stores of
grain in India are the greatest in the world, but unfortunately they are nob 
in the hands of Indians. Students are. not even allowed to attend politicall 
meetings. Ordinarily he who is given food by anyone will not in.iure him 
but the bureaucracy passes biUs like this though we feed them. The thirty 
crores of Indians are not dacoits ; a pleader can be procured for a dacoit, 
but cannot now be procured for yon. , . . Government says, do not speak, 
do not write, do not have weapons, and be deaf.

At meetings of the class described, the speakers made no appeal to 
yiudenee; the doctrine of passive resistance had already been preached from 
Bombay, and it was to pas s iv ^ esisbance that the speakers pointed as the single 
weapon by which the Acts could be countered. “ Mr. Gandhi,” said a speaker
bn the 23rd March,* “ is determined to overthrow bureaucracy.

was of a verydegree of passive resistance which they advocated _____ _
type. The audience were called upon to sacrifice their lives if necessary.

But the 
advanced

Let the sword cut fall, but you should not even move an eye; if your hands are cut, 
let them be cu t; let fetters and handcuffs be your ornaments, let prisons be 
your masques and temples ; then indeed shall freedom kiss your feet.f

The objective of the agitation at this stage was, indeed, pointed witli 
sopie force by a Lahore paper in its issue of the 23rd March J in a para
graph which was given the additional distinction of being printed with a heavy 
black border.

“ Government by its deliberate contempt for the Indian point of view has shown 
that it  is not in a mood to be sympathetic towards our aspirations. I t  is now 
our duty to put Government to trouble in^_eyery _ constitutional w Unless 
Government repents of its unwisSom, as it had to do in the partition of 
Bengal case, we sihotild do our utmost so to confuse the authorities as .to 
render their work in the country almost injpossible."

These are typical of the criticisms of the more advanced speakers and 
Tvriters; in a large number of centres Where meetings were held the language used 
was far more temperate. But the organized agitation against the Act, and its 
universal condemnation, had a widespread effect in persuading people who usually 
took no interest in political questions that a dangerous weapon had been forged 
against their liberty and peace of mind. Government had as yet taken no de
finite steps to explain the Act tft.peftpk..9't)argg; it was n6t indeedTiintil after the 
hartaLof April the 6th that the Punjab Publicity Board took steps to distribute 
copies of it in large numbers. In  the presence of a concerted agitation by the 
majority of the educated conununity, supported by the trading classes, it was

•  File 4994, page 19.
t  File No. 4994, page 91.
j  JVcw Herald, Labove, 23rd l l a r ^  1919.
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only natural that the most simmer rem^ about the Act should gain credence' 
among the l '̂ êr classes in the toims-ffiad among the rural 3>op.ulation at large. 
.It is not”clear "how far the leaders of the movement can be held responsible 
either for initiating or encouraging such rumours; it can only be said that 
there is no evidence that they took steps to correct thern. Of their character 
there is ample proof. The Deputy Commissioner of Lyallpur was himself told 
by shopkeepers who were closing their shops on the 6th April that the reason 
for doing so was that Governmtmt had passed a law forbidding more than 
fpur persons to meet together. - The Deputy .GommissTonef of Jhelutt, who, as 
ah Tndian gentleman and a rejsident of the Punjab, was in a position to acquire 
first-hand information on the subject, writes as follows about his district: —

The majority of the population consists of illiterate Muhammadan agriculturists 
hundreds of whom are serving in the military departmeiri;. They renderedi 
conspicuous services in connection with the Great War, and they knew 
nothing about the Rowlatt Act. So certain bad characters set afloat false- 
rumours that Government'Would take hal^produce instead of cash revenue;, 
that not more - than four men would be allowed to accompany Tiiherals and 
marriage processions; that rupees fifty would be charged per marriage of s  
girl, and that if more than four men were' found togewer at a place they* 
would be aiTCsted by the police.

A manifesto issued by a number of prominent land-holdters* after the* 
"disturbances had terminated referred to rumours that Government would 
charge fees on birth, death and marriage ceremonies, that ho land-holder would 
be allowed to keep more than a few acres of land, and that Government would 
take a one-fourth share of theh produce. One of the Martial Law Cbmmissione 
recorded its impressions on the subject in an interesting passagef :—

There may perhaps have been some few persons who believe that the Rowlatt Sills,, 
if enacted, were liable to abuse, and doubtless a good many more were roused 
to opposition by the speeches in the Imperial Council and the campaign in  
the press, but the bulk of the city population do not read newspapers and 
would have remained in complete ignorance not merely of the objections - to-, 
the Bills, but even of their existence, unless other steps had been taken to  
educate them. The unanimity which had been announced and was required 
had to be preached, and preached it was, with a very considerable measure o f 
success. But even of the educated few hardly any one appears to  have read 
or'considered the Bills for himself, and it was not the business of anyone to  
combat all or any of the lies;and misrepresentations which were in circulation. 
I t  is true that at one meeting Gokal Chand did give reasons of a legal and 
technical kind for his objections to the first of the two Bills, but the class of 
persons, who attended the Lahore meetings, did not go there to hear legal 
arguments apd did not carry them away. W hat they learnt generally was 
that in spite of the opposition of the whole of India and in particular of a 
saint named Gandhi, who, they were taught to believe, was the Rishi of th e  
Hindus and the Wali of the Muhammadans,, an alien Government was 
trying to pass and eventually did pass an exceedingly harsh law which, 
threatened the liberties of the humblest individual; and that nnless all classes 
and religions united against the Government there was m> hope of averting 
the imminent peril. This teaching was enforced with all the arts o f 
demagogues, who were unsparing in their abuse of a Government, which, 
they said, was meting out tyranny in return for loyalty and sacrifice. Such 
speeches fell on the ears of ready listeners, some of whom, deliberately or 
<^herwise, must have retailed a still more garbled version of the iniquities of 
Government. As the result, the catch phrase “ Na Vakil, na dalil,.na appeal"  
was on many lips, and it was commonly believed that all and sundry, though 
innocent of all crime could be arrested at the will of the police and condemned- 
without tr ia l ; that all assemblies of more than three or four people would be 
prohibited; and that in some mysterious way even the women and children 
would he made to suffer.^

From an early date i;i the agitation certain sections of the press had 
published cartoo^.. aeid articles about the Act which tended to add to-the 
general impre^on of its injustice. Thus the Waqt of Amritsar on the 22nd 
of March puhlisted a cartoon showing “ the Secretary of State in the act of 
handing the order of liberty to India, when a black cobra, released from a

* Civil and Military QazetU, lOlh May 1919.
t  Older dated fith July 1919, file,lji<̂  114̂  page 10.

{ A rumour was reported to be eurreut that no m airii^ would be allowed to tdee place until the 
parties had. beep mediaally examinSl by a OovsnuBOBt ofttar.' '
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basket by Mr. Rowlatt, bites her.” further cartoons show the funeral of 
liberty, Indian soldier, who, returning aa a'conqueror from the
war, is given an iron box as a reward. The Jftab,* in a poem published by it, 
actually gave authority to the rumours to which reference has been made 
above. *

" Its  (Rowlatt Bill’s) object is that all persons should be separated,from one another^
“ Even four friends should not sit together anywhere.
" Father should be separated from his son and brothers should be separated from 

brothers. ’
Nobody should come to us and we should not go anywhere.

“ One should not express one's views to another.
“ They should not consult each other in connection with important matters.”

The better class f>apers gave the widest publicity to the accounts of 
protest meetings ;Hbut they did n^hing to correct the distcfftedLEersitms current 
as to the provisions of the Act. The Tribtme,f indeed, seemed to think it unneces
sary that correct information on such a subject should be conveyed to the 
masses.

I t  is absurd to seek to minimize the character of the demonstrations by saying that 
the multitude which took part in it did not knoW what the Rowlatt Act was.t 
It-was not necessary for them to know the detailed provisions of the Act. 
No multitude ever knew the details of any Act. I t  was enough for them to 
be told by their leaders, by men in whom they had the fullest confidence, 
that the Government had passed a measure by which one of their most 
fundamental rights, a right which was the chief security for all their other 
rights, had been considerably curtailed.

Such was the general character of the agitation in its preliminary stage, 
that is, the stage previous to March 30th. Its intention up to this date did not 
probably extend further than the desire to promote , a g e n ia l demonstration 
against the_A.ct. manifested mainly by adhesion to the movement for passive 
resistaBee. It was believed in many parts of the Punjab that the 30th March had 
3een appointed by Mr. Gandhi as the date for his general Satyagraha demonstra

tion. That belief was subsequently shown to be an error, but on the 30th a complete 
h a ^ l  was observed at Amritsar and 1VTnlfji.n. in some towns in Ferozepore and 
in Hoshiarpur and Kamal.| The hartal at Amritsar and Multan was complete and 
was proclaimed by the Lahore newspapers as a triumph for its organizers. The 
hartal at Amritsar was followed in the evening by a mass meeting, estimated in 
various quarters as consisting of from 15,000 to 40,000 persons. The speeches 
were on the whole of a somewhat less provocative nature than those delivered 
in the course of the agitation for the hartal ; perhaps the only passage which ] 
calls for notice was a reminder by Dr. Kitehlew that India could very easily 
have turned out the English during the course of the war, had they chosen to ) 
organize a revolution.§ The news of the outbreak at Delhi on the 30th might 
well have conveyed to the leaders of the movement a warhmg of the dangers 
which underlay the agitation. It was far from doing so. On the contrary, the 
general tendency. was to speak of the event as a militarist outmge|| and to 
treat as martyrs those who were killed by the fife of the droops. On the._29th 
March an order “of the Punjab Government had been served on Dr. Satyapal of 
Amritsar, forbidding him to speak in public, and on the 4th of April, a similar 
order was serve3”on Dr. Eitchlew, Pandit Dina Nath, Pandit Kotu Mai, a.nd 
Swaipi Anhubhava NandTaH of whonThad taken a prominent part in organiz
ing the Amritsar meetings. Encouraged by the success of the preliminary 
jiartal at Amritsar and Multan, the promoters of the movement now made 
strenuous efforts to secure a hartal, on even more complete lines, throughout 
the Punjab on the 6th. The papers^ insisted on this as a manifestation of the 
sympathy of the Punjab with Mr. Gandhi’s movement, and his proclamation 
was given wide publicity.

•  Aftah, Lahore, 8th April 1919.
t  Tribune, Lahore, datra 8th April 1919.

C Partap, Lahore, 1st April 1919.
X < l^b u n e , Lahore, 2nd April 1919.

(. Lahore, April 1919.
File No. 4M8, pam 7.

e.ff. ^ h u n e ,  M  1919v 
q  tf^bkne, d^ed i t t i  April 1 ^9 :
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boars thsi,* conotiDg irom the  last meal on the preceding n i ^ t ,  eho«Id be 
~obBerve3 b ^  all ^u lts, unless prevented from doing so by considerations of 
religion or health. The fast is not to he regarded^ in any shape or form, 
in the nature of a hunger-strike or designed to put any pressme upon 6ov- 

o emment. I t  is to be regarded by SatyaOTahis as necessary discipHne to fit
him for the civil disobedience contemplated in this pledge^ and for all others 
as some slight token of the intensity of their wounded feelings.' All work 
except s u ^  as may be necessary in the public interest, is to  cease.

UniTcrsitv studenta. were coaspicuoug in  th^ir zeal for the hartal, sub
scriptions were raised for the purchase of  mourning badges, and poems about 
th« Act were composed and recited in the hostels. I t is possibly toTlie*sBudent 
class that must be attributed the crop of posters on the subject of the hartal 
which began to appear in the streets of Lahore. The following are typical :— 

Alas the tyraoits with gallows are ready to hang me. O  ! my two sons, Hindus and 
Muslims, wouIdnH you help me in my release from this distress? Is your 
silence through fear of these tyrants the reward fo r having brought you up ? 
No, never, my sons are not so timid. My sons like Mahatama Gandhi and 
Mr. Shaukat Ali are still alive. They would certainly endeavour ;to e»ve me 
from the galTowsI 0,! residents of Lahore you should follow the footsteps 
of these two Mabatamas and should comply with their commands. You should 
observe a fast (&art) for full 24 hpui-s on Sunday the 6th April and should 
all clo.<:e your business for tbe day. I t  was the only means fm' the welfare of 
your motherland otherwise you should bear .in  mind tha t yon ah will b« 
ruined.

H e who tears this up shall go to Hell.

‘Think for a while that your country has to face a mountain of troubles and yet yon 
refrain from helping her. Who would like to be so wretched as not to 
keep fast and close shops on Sunday ^the 6th instant) and not partake in the 
distressed condition of the country, klay they go to hell who will not sbb̂  
pend their business and keep fast.

(Open your eyes,t oh ! children of Bharat, see what tyranny is being done to your 
■countiy. These tyrants are determined to annihilate you. Remember if 
you donT give up your lives, each child of yours will be laid low by the guns 
of the tyrants.

The hartal duly took place on the 6th Auril. and there can be no doubt 
of the sUcgessTli^ieved by those who had organized the movement. The 
northern districts yrere little affgpted, and there were a few outlying areas 
sucE as Attock, Kangra, Dara GTiazi Khan and Mianwali, which wereJiardly 
touched by the agitation. .Kor-BcaaJiiere up to this point .̂ny Hympathy with 
fEe^ovement manifested by the^gricultural classes. The rumours set on foot 
regarding the Act were such as would ^ e c t  them in an especial degree; 
hut the cultivators were occupied in preparations for cutting. their harvest, and 
even had they, as a whole, been moved to unrest by such rumours, the 
moment was inopportune for any demonstration on their part. The great 
majority of the towns of any importance in the Punjab, however, observed the 
hartal, accompanied in many places by a complete fast, and followed in the 
evening by meetings of protest against the Bowlatt Act. The demonstrations 
were. unmarked by violence. In Amritsar a notice posted in the Clock Tower 
called on tEe people to “ die and kTll,” but the general attitude of the people 
wras (ndt^ly; and the Jarge mass meeting held in tbe evening passed off with
out any Incjklent of note. In Lahore the crowds were tumultuous and there was 
at one time a risk ^f serious collision with the police and troops, but the 
danger^waEEverted with assistance from the leaders of the crowd. The mass 
meeting whiclTlissembled in the Bradlaugh fia ll duringEEe afternoon was 
unusual in size, and betrayed mneh excitement. I t  hissed the police officers 
present, and passed a resolution of sympathy with the “ innocent persons shot 
without justification at Del h i . T h e  crowd on dispersing showed some active 
resentment against certain Honorary Magistrates who were believed to have 
attempted to persuade their tenants against the hartal and against all sup
porters of Government. One cry raised by the crowd was “ Death to tliese 
Glovemment stallions and all our enemies." Copies of the Bowlott Act were 
publicly burnt. If in the course of the pititSilt 'meeETnj  ̂ throughout the

* Tribune, dsted 6ih April 1919, file No. 40S1.
t  File No. 49^1i«ge.i79 .
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proTince there was a general condt maation of the attitude of Government, tli« 
crowds in the streets on the 6bh displayed no personal hostility to Europeans 
or Government ofiBcers. Many may have doubts as to the exact value 
which must be attributed in India to organized demonstrations of this 
nature. Those who have experience of the ways of Indian cities know that it 
is not difiicult to promote meetings, and that it is an easy task to organize pro
cessions ; they are not always prcof of sympathy or even of great interest in the 
objects of the promoters. Fasting has always a certain air of merit in the 
East, and a call to fast will always find a readier support tlian it would be likelj 
to acliieve in Europe. Employers of labour knew only too well the readi
ness with which their employees take any excuse for a holiday. But it would 
be a mistahe to allow these considerations to minimise the substantial success df 
the movement. The 6th of April showed^that tbe people of the Punjab towns 
had, rightly or WTOiigly, been atkred.to deep feeling on the subject gf the Rowlatt 
Act. There was little evidence of real coercion by those interested in the hartal i 
in very many cases there had been so little previous organization or canvass that 
it might almost be described as spontaneous : and where persuasion was needed, 
the response was ready and unliesitating. More than one Indian ofiicer of 
Government was struck by the unanimity with which all classes of townspeople, 
even the lowest, joined in the closure of shops or abstained from labour. On the 
other side of the account, it  was freely admitted in the Press* that the autho- 
rities had acted with tact an(i._foiibearance. On the 2nd of April public 
processions in  the streets had been forbidden in Lahore under the Police Act.t 
Processions witliout license thus became technically illegal, but on the 6th 
the authorities did not take steps to disperse them, as they showed no inclina
tion to violence. The crowds were tumultuous, and at one time there was 
danger of serious collision with the police and military, but no actual disorder 
resulted.}

It at one time seemed possible that with the successful conclusion
of the hartal and day of fasting on the 6th, the agitation had achieved its
object, and that no further demonstration would occur. But the agitation
had created an atmosphere of tension which had in it many elements of danger.
The appeal had b e^  for a peacJFul resort to passive resistance ; and passive
resistance is not a solution tlmt easily commends itself to the Punjab character.
A quotation from a speech delivered at the Lahore mass meeting of the Gth
shows that others than the officers of Government were alive to this difficultv.*
It was reported in the press§ as follows :—

Passive resistance was not mainly a matter of undergoing physical suffering, but 
it was a question of soul force, and for that reason it m ight not be easy for Punjabis. For 
them it was the easiest thing to lay down their lives in a just cause, but to bear every 
humiliation, to  undergo every indignity, to put up w'ith every suffering, not to lift the 
little finger, and not to let the heart feel the slightest resentment, that vras a task indeed 
and required tha t the heart should undergo a transformation. For the other provinces it 
was easy to resort to passive resistance, but for the Punjab it was far more difficult.

The Martial Law Ccmmission|l speaks of the temper of the people at 
Lahore as being in a dangerous condition as the result of the hartah 
A leading Lahore newsjpaper,*f whose editor was afterwards prosecuted for 
the articles written during the peried following the 6th April, itself admitted 
that the atmosphere was “ highly surcharged,” and that tlte public mind 
was “ in a state of unusual excitement.” I t  is clear that, whatever the 
feeltrtg elsewhere, there was at all events no iuLtention on tlte part of the 
leaders â  ̂Amrit^r** to allow tbis^xeitenient to die down. They continued to 
hold a series of private meetings to concert measures' for keeping alive the 
agitation; while at~Lahore the papersff contributed to the excitement by their

r Tribune, Lahore, dated Gth April 1919.
 ̂V Lahore, dated. 8th April 1919.
1 A fltb , Lahore, dated 8th April 1919. ,
V. Paisa Akhbar, Lahore, dated 8th April 1919.
t  Section 30, Act Y of 1861, as amended by Act V III of 1895.
1 See page 72.
§ Tribune, Lahore, dated 8th April 1919.
II' Martial Law Case, decided 5th July 1919.
^  Tribune, Lahore, dated 9th April 1919.
** Martial Law Ca^, iileFl9. U.3, order, dated Cth. Jnly 1919.
++ Martial law  Care, decided 28th M ar 1919, file Ko. 71.
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criticism on the steps taken to suppress the riots at Delhi. At Multan, 
which was closely connected politically with Amritsar, the hartaT siill ^6h- 
tinued in full operation. On the 9th April was celebrated the Bam Naumi, 
a Hindu festival of some Importance to the townspeople "of^the'^nfral 
districts of the Punjab, such as Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Gujranwala and Lahore. 
The authorities nowhere took any steps to interfere with the celebration, and it 
was nearly everywhere m ^e to assume a political asjject. Writing of the 
celebration at Amritsar an Indian officer of high standing, himself an 
eyewitness of it, noticed “ the very high pitch which the feelings of 
the people against Government had reached” and stated that to him it 
“ appeared not a religious but altogether a political function.” In Lahore 
the Martial Law Commission considered that the procession* was of a “ highly 
seditious and inflammatory character. ” In the larger towns it was the 
occasion for scenes of public fraternization between Hindus and Muhamm^ans, 
The growth of these demonstrations during the progress of the agitation 
deserves some comment. The strained relations between the two religions 
which have led to outbreaks such as those at Shahabad in Hehar or of 
Katarpur in the United Provinces, have been less marked in the Punjab. 
Even in the agrarian disturbances in the South-West Punjab of 1915, the 
underlying motive of attack on the village Hindus was economic rather than 
religious. Keligious antagonism has, however, been a standing feature of 
municipal life for many years in Delhi (where it led to the outbreak .of 1887) 
and in some of the districts of the old Delhi Division. Por the last two or 
three years, a political rapprochement between Hindus and Muhammadans 
has been a feature of Delhi Congress and Home Rule politics ; and in the 
early days of the present agitation, the movement extended from Delhi to the 
old Delhi districts of Hissar, Karnal and Rohtak. It now became a prominent 
feature of the agitation in Lahore, Amritsar and Multan. In the meetings 
leading up to the general hartal of the 6th, constant allusion had been ma<le 
to the necessity of “ unity,” and the meetings had resounded with the 
cry of “ Hindu-Musalmanon ki jai.” While the majority were acclaiming 
the name of Gandhi, the stauncher- Muhammadans joined with his the names 
of the Pan-Islamist internees, Muhammad Ali and Shaukat Ali. Speakers 
and newspapers alike made much of the growing spirit of unity between 
the communities ; and at Amritsar, in particular, every effort had been made 
by the Congress Committee to enlist Muhammadan support by demonstrating 
sympathy with the Turkish cause. The celebration of the Ram Naumi gave 
an opportunity for more practical demonstrations of unity. In  the principal 
towns the Muhammadans joined in celebrating the festival, and the cry of 
“ Hindu-Musalmanon ki jai ” was substituted for that of the names of Hindu 
deities. At Amritsar the Hindus drank formally out of vessels held by 
Muhammadans ; at Lahore drinking booths were erected for the common 
use of both communities ; at Batala the crowd had the names of Ram and 
Allah, and the word Om stamped on their clothes as a mark of union. The 
celebration of Ram Naumi added much to the general excitement ; and even if 
there was no disorder or open exhibition of racial feeling, it is clear that the 
spirit which produced the subsequent disorder was bred in the three days 
w-hich followed the hartal of the 6th.

Late on the evening of the 9th, the local authorities at Amritsar re
ceived the orders of the Punjab Government for the deportation frtHn Amritsar 
of Drs. Kitchlew and Satyapal. As already shown, previous orders had issued 
prohibiting their speaking in public, and they had not taken an open part in 
the meetings immediately preceding the hartal of the 6th. But, as the evi
dence subsequently taken before the Martial Law Commission showed,  ̂they 
had continued en active agitation during the 6th, 7th and 8th, and the orderf 
of the Commission held that agitation to have been of the nature of a 
criminal conspiiacy. It was now decided to remove them to Dharamsala. On 
the same day occurred a further incident which was destined to affect materi- 
ally the subsequent course of the agitation. Mr (jl^ndhi. on his way up to 
the Punjab, was detained at Palwal by an order u ^ er  the Defence_  ̂of Indj^

* JUai-tial Lav Caje, dec dei 6th J a i /  1910.
t  Martial Lav Commltaioii Cm  Oidar, dated Jul/ 1919, ila  No. 119,
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Act, and required to return to Bombay. There is no need to dilate > on the' 
importance attached in the Punjab towns to his approaching visit, or to the 
extent to which the expectation of his arrival had kept alive the agitatiom 
after the 6th. The leaders of the movement had freely invoked the 
inspiration of his Satyagraha vow in advocating the hartal of the 6 th ; 
people at large had learnt to look on him as the national saint and hero 
who would remove the burden of wrongs under which they had been told 
that they were suffering. A speaker at Multan on the 9th of April had 
likened the coming of Mr. Gandhi to the birth of Moses, the coming of Jesus> 
Christ, of Muhammad and Sri Krishna. It is probable that in the Punjab there 
were few (except perhaps in Amritsar) who actually took the Satyagraha vow ; 
and it is clear that th^ Punjab to'wnspeople understood little of its real import. 
But the invocation of Mr. Gktndhi’aname became a  habit* throughout the hartal 
period ; Eis”p5rtratt headed the processions on the 6th, and continual shouts of 
“ Gandhi ki jai ” punctuated the periods of the speakers at the protest meetings.
So fixed was the habit, and so little did it connote any real appreciation of 
the Satyagraha intention, that in the subsequent scenes of outrage, men com
mitted arson and assaulted womenf with the name of the apostle of passive 
resistance on their lips. The case for excluding Mr. Gandhi from the Punjab 
was clear. “ Mr. Gandhi ” said an Indian paper{ “ was proceeding to Delhi 
On a peaceful and high mission. His object was not to fight the authorities 
there, but to preach to the people la noble aspect of the Satyagraha movement, 
namely to learn self-restraint and not to retaliate even when wantonly op
pressed by the police. The Governments of the Punjab and Delhi ^ould  
have welcomed him as a friend.” Mr. Gandhi’s mission may have been j»eace- 
ful and his motives high. But the townspeople and the Punjab had been 
thrown into a ferment by an agitation which largely centred round his name. 
The excitement in the towns was still acute; and Mr. Gandhi’s arrival in the- 
Punjab would only give it renewed vigour. What, it might reasonably be' 
askedr would be the effect when this excitement extended to the rural areas, and. 
they learnt that the man, whose name was known only to them as the leadeir 
in the attack on Government, had been allowed by Government to pursue his 
mission in the Punjab ?

It'has been. suggested§ that the action of Government in ordering,, 
pmctically at the same time, the deportation o f Drs. Kitchlew and Satyapal, 
and the exclusion of Mr. Gandhi from the Punjab, was a provocative act lead
ing directly to the subsequent outrages. That they followed immediately on 
the news of the order of Government becoming known is of course the case. 
But it is always a question of the greatest difficulty to judge whether preven
tive steps such as those then taken will, in a time of high popular excitement, 
quiet the general atmosphere, or produce active disorder. The probability 
seemed to be that they would achieve the former result. The deportation of 
Lajpat Kai and A jit Singh in 1907 quelled at once an agitation w'hich was 
rapidly assuming a dangerous form in the rural areas. The element of difference 
in the present case lay in the much more highly charged atmo^here created by 
the agitation for- passive resistance, and in the recent success of the Bombay 
device of an universal hartal.

Drs. Kitchlew and Satyapal were remove^ from Amritsar at lQ-30 A.M.
• OP the i^rning ot'^faB'TOtKr'Bjr 'ihidiKv a mob, bent on violmce and, in- 

cendiarismT hela noss^sion of the citv. The exact cb u i^ '^  events rŝ ’gi'ven in  
detail in the district report ;|| it will suffice to say here that collision -with, 
authority first occurred when the crowd, bent on making a demonstration in

* Defence witness Xo. &4 before the Martial Law Commisaion (5jth Jnly 1919) stated “ I  bar*' 
no notion whether Gandhi is a man or a thing. And do not know what the “ R o ^ l" (etc) Act ie."

t  Martial Law Commission Order, dated 29th May 1919, file No. 70. Compare Mrs. BeiaatV 
letter in Timet o f India, dated I9th April 1919.

J The Amrita Bazar Pairika, dated 12th April 1919.
'A m rita  Bazar Patrika, dated 12th April 1919.

Vitvoa Mitra, dated 19th AprQ 1919.
Steadethabhami, Madras, dated 9th MaV 1919..
Makorot tra, Nagpur, dated 16th April 1919.

^Independent, dated IskMi^ 1019;
I See pages 35-8.
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Civil Station, attempted to fojce ]back a pig[Pet J*osted at the HaU Gate 
Bridge and were fir^ on bj the trTOps. Ujp to that time they had committ€4..no 
act OT ^olehc^ Bepulsed by the piqnet, Towiver, they Brbte loose in the 

'city, an d lt^ n g  courage from _the inactivity of the police at the Central . 
Pnlieft miifrlCTiM five EuropeahsrTmrnt 'bants, anS"¥ostT)ffice^ and
destroyed a Missiofi Church. Ijg.ter îfl,thc fisy* and on receipt of the news from 
Falwal and Amritsar, the crowd at Lahore attempted to force back a small 
body of police stationed"'51i the" ^ p e r  MaH to prevent their progress towards 
the Civil Station, and were_fir€4 ,pB,...by the .pplipe. Later on, at the Lohjg i 
Gate, a further collision ^curred a^ police h ^  again, ts»,.iire. Here, again, 
IE5 full details are given in the district report.* Both at Amritsar and Lahore 
further outrage was prevented by the arrival of troops, but the Amritsar mob 
had already initiated.the attack on communications which was afterwacds^so 
m ^ f ^ a  fejature of the ~ f i i ^ 5 ^  It h ^  burnt Bhagtanwala Eailway Station, 

'about a mile fronilinifitsar, anS an attack bad been made ou the Chheharta 
Station a short distance away. Qn the 11th the mob were report*^ as in practical 
possession^of .̂nd the exeitemenrEaTc^mmunicated itself to Multan.
JuTIundur, anfi Gujranwala. In Lahore all the shops were closed, and there 
was a large and violent mass meeting in the Badshahi Mosque—an incident of 
peculiar significance in the progress of Hindu-Muhammadau fraternization. 
An organized band of roughs began to parade the streets, and the mob 
destroyed pictures of the King-Emperor. Attempts were made to close the 
railway workshops. For all practical purposes, the mob ruled the city. On 
the following day, the 12th, the mob still had the upper hand in Amritsar, and 
were only kept in order by the exhibition of military force; and an attempt on 
the Tahsil at Tarn Taran showed that the mischief was spreading to the rural 
areas. In the Lahore district there were violent disorders at -Kasur, ending in 
the wholesale destruction of Government property,! the murder of two Europeans 
and a violent assault on two others. In Lahore itself the crowd stoned the 
cavalry brought in to clear the streets near the Badshahi Mosque, and the 
police were obliged to fire on them. Elsewhere, as at Jullundur, Karnal, 
Eohtak, Gurdaspur, Gujranwala and Multan, the revival of hartals seemed to 
portend the prospect of active disorder. The growing menace to com
munications was evidenced by the cutting of the telegraph wire at Jullundur, 
and by attacks on Khem Karan and Patti Eailway Stations. On the follow
ing day, the 13th, despite the most’ careful precautions to proclaim throughout 
Amritsar city that meetings would be dispersed, a large meeting was assembled 
in the Jallewalian Bagh, and dispersed by the Officer Commanding the Troops, 
There was evidence of renewed attempts at Lahore to paralyze the railway 
system by causing a strike; at Lyallpur, where at the time no troops were avail
able, crowds adopted a hostile attitude and seemed to be prepared for violence. 
The attacks on communications were again such as to cause great anxiety. 
The railway telegraph wires were cut near Barara on the North-Western 
Eailway; the line was cut between Chheharta and Khasa near Amritsar and a 
goods train derailed ; damage was attempted at Chuharkana on the Shorkot 
lin e; the telegraph wires were cut near Batala in Gurdaspur, and Wagah 
Eailway Station was burnt. '

This, then, was the general situation which Government had to meet on 
the. 12th and 13th April. The agitation for a general manifestation of 
passive resistance had resulted in grave disorder in two of the principal 
towns of the Punjab, and to a series • of attacks on communications. There 
was every indication that disorder might spread widely throufh the rurq,! 
areas. The Martial Law Coe^missions which afterwards sat in judgment oî  
the cases arising in, Amritsar and Lahore w'ere of opinion that there had 
been at the fo rmer town a criminal conspiracy against Government commence
ment from the 30th of March and at the latter commencing from the 11th April. 
But Government could, at the moment, deal only with the visible manifestation 
(Of disorder. The generally peaceful demonstrations of the 6th had given 
place, in Amritsar and Lahore districts, to an attitude which was definitely 
anti-Govemment and anti-Britiab. Europeans had been murdered and assaulted,

* See pegee 73-7. 
tSee pege 84-6.
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GoTernmezit prop^ty had been singled out for destruction, banks had been 
burnt and.leoted. The attacks' on the railways and telegraphs bod not indeed 
igiven evidence of any concerted and organized action, but were so general as to 
show that if they were not speedily countered, they would paralyse communica
tions and prevent the movement of troops. On the 13th Lahore was practically 
cut off from communication with the supreme Government, except for the wire
less installation. The Punjab was full of lately demobilized soldiers, and though 
the event showed tliat these nowhere gave way to the agitation, it was not at the 
time possible to say with^certainty that they would withstand the temptation to 
join the forces of disorder. The public fraternization of Hindus and Muham
madans had been pushed to such lengths, that Islamic leaders had afterwards 
to complain of the misuse of the Badshahi Mosque at Lahore as open sacrilege. 
Portraits of the King and Queen had been deliberately destroyed. There was 
evidence that, efforts were being made in the worst affected centres to excite in 
every way the animosity of the lower orders against the British Government.
A poster in Lyallpur reminded the crowd that there were European women to 
be ravished. The Daada Akkbar* in Lahore spoke of English ofhcials as 
‘ pig monkeys’, and announced that the Sikli regiments had revolted in 
Amritsar. It called on Sikhs, Muhammadan and Hindus alike to rise and kill 
the Kafirs. Deliberate attempts'! had been made to seduce the police from their 
Allegiance. The judgments of the Martial Law Commissions, dealing with 
isolated cases of attacks on the communications, show that in more than 
•one of the central Punjab villages there wm a growing belief that the power 
« f the administration |io maintain law} and order had broken down. So far the 
administration had adopted no repressive or punitive measure of an unusual 
nature. The military had been called in to assist both at Amritsar and 
Lahore; in the former case they had not fired until th^y had been ordered 
to do so by a magistrate, whose small force was being pushed back by an angry 
mob. At Lahore only the police had fired, and in each case in ord^r to quell 
deliberate disorder. Of civil measures of an unusual nature, the only one so 
far taken was the sanction given to the application§ of the Seditious Meetings 
Act to Amritsar and Lahore.

It was in these circumstances that the local'Government applied to the 
Government of India on the 13th April for exceptional powers]! to meet the 
situation. I t had to utilize the wireless telegraph to get into communication 
with Simla. It requested sanction to suspend the functions of the ordinary 
criminal courts in Amritsar and Lahore District, to establish Martial Law 
therein, and to direct the trial of offences under Section 2 ô  Bengal Regulation 
of 1804. The Regulation is an antiquated one, and its application gave rise to 
some difficnlties of detail; but it seemed to possess the definite advantage of 
giving legislative sanction for putting Martial Law in force. The matter was 
one of extreme urgency, and in the circumstances narrated above it was 
impossible for the snpreme Government to come to any other conclusion than- 
that the districts named were in a-state of open rebellion. The required sanc
tion^ was, therefore, given, but subject to the modification that for the ordinary 
Courts Martial would be substituted tribunals similar to those constituted under 
the Defence of India Act. The nature of the various ordinances issued to mreet 
circumstances as they arose from time to time will.be subsequently described; 
it is advisable to resume here the interrupted narrative of events. Sanction to 
the proclamation of Martial Law was given on the 13th, but owing to delays in 
the communications** it was not until the 15th that the proclamations were 
issued in Lahore and Amritsar. On the 14th the Governor-General in Council 
issued a Resolution stating his determination to use all the forces at his command to 
quellMisorder, and promising support to all who were charged with the duty of

* Martial Law Commigsioa Case, decided 5th July 1919, page EL See also page 78 below.
t  Crown vertut Moti Ram,
X See e.y.. Martial Law Commission Order, dated 6th May 1919, Aulakh Case, and the Qumanpura 

Case, decided 12th May 1919.
§ r  Punjab Goremment Telegram, dated 11th April 1919.

iGoTemment of India Notification No. 511, dated 13th April 1919.
II Wireless Telegram, dated 13th April 1919.
^  Telegram P., dated 13th April.
** GoTemment of India Telegram No. 56I*P., dated 15th 1919.
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•nppres^ng it.* Meanwhile disorder had continaed to spread. On the- 14th 
attempted dacoities in some force occurred at the villages of Makowal and' Jag- 
deo Ehurd in Amritsar, and fresh danger at Tarn Taran was only averted by the 
arrival of British troops. The Gujranwala districtt now show^ itself to be 
seriously affected by the example of Amritsar and Lahore. At Gujranwala a 
crowd attacked the railway station and though at one time driven away hy the 
police, returned and set Are to it, looting the goods shed of property valued at 
eight lakhs of rupees. They set fire to the Tahsil, Dak Bungalow, Court 
House and Church. They were more than once fired on by the police, though 
with slight casualties, and did not disperse until the arrival of aeroplanes sent 
from Lahore. At Hafizabad a serious attack was made on a European traveller 
in a passenger train. Much damage was done to the railway communications 
at Sheikhupura and Sangla; and at Moman the station was burnt and looted 
by a mob of villagers. At Lahore persistent attempts were made to deter- 
railway employees from going to work, and telegraph wires were cut in three- 
places on the Amritsar line. The local Government took action against the- 
principal leaders in the agitation, Messrs. Bam Bhaj Batt, Harkishan Lai and 
Duni Chand and ordered their deportation under the Defence of India Act., 
At Lyallpur affairs took a serious aspect, and dednite attempts were made tô . 
incite the agricultural classes to disorder. Elsewhere sporadic attacks were- 
made on the communications; telegraph lines were cut near Siaikot; at 
Pathankot and Okara attempts were made to interrupt the permanent way,’ at 
Bahadurgarh a railway bridge was set fire to. Serious;unrest began to manifest 
itself in the railway stoff; there was a strike at Jakhad â d̂ Tohana, and the 
staff came out for a time at Samasata.

The news of the outbreak at Gujranwala on the 14th made it neces^ry 
to seek sanction for the application of Martial Law here also ; this was duly 
accorded on the 15th, though proclamation^ was not made tiH the . following 
day. Meanwhile the Seditious Meetings Act was proclaimed on the 15th. 
There was no further disorder at Amritsar, now held in force by the 
military; Martial Law was now formally proclaimed. Disorder still con
tinued in Gujranwala, though the headquarters town was held by the 
military. At Akalgarh and Hafizabad damage was dbne to the station by 
a mob ; Banmagar distinguished itself by burning the King in effigy; at 
Chuharkana the station was burnt and looted and the railway lines tom  
u p ; railway lines were cut at Sangla, and at Wazirabad a mob, undeterred 
by the presence of a military detachment, did some damage to the station, cut 
the wires, and burnt down a missionary’s house at the neighbouring village- of 
Kizamabad. Trouble, though in less serious a form, extended itself to Gujrat. 
A crowd attacked the railway station and burnt the telegraph and telephone 
instruments; it did not disperse till fired on by the police. Martial Law was; 
proclaimed in Lahore and the first of the Martial Law Begulations issued. Thfe 
hartal continued, and there was still disorder in the area outside the Lahore- 
City, a train being stoned at Kot Badiia Kishen, wires cut and obstructions 
placed on the line at Chhanga Manga, and Grass Farm stacks burnt at other 
stations. In the Lyallpur District hartals still continued, and a crowd at Gojra 
tried to prevent the starting of a train. In other places, such as Bawalpindi 
and Bohtak there were isolated cases of wire cutting. The unrest among the 
railway staff continued to causie anxiety; there was a strike at Kundian and an 
incomplete strike at Ehanewal.

As shown abovej Martial Law had been proclaimed at AmritsW and 
Lahore on the 15th, and it was proclaimed at Gujranwala on the 16th. From-the 
16th order began slowly to assert itself ; no large town was henceforth sertously 
affected and disorder was confined to isolated attacks on the communications, 
and to outrages by villagers. Thus at Aulakh in the Gujranwala district a body 
of villagers burnt the village records ; villagers attacked and’ burnt the Dhaban 
Singh Bailway Station; there was wire cutting at Muridke and Baroha, and at 
Sangla a fanatic Sikh made a murderous attack on a European Telegraph 
Inspector. In Gujrat there was an incident of minor importance at Jalalpur

* Resolution No. 549, dated 14th April 1919.
t  See pam  47-49.
1 Poo jab ^legrain, dated 16th April.
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Jafcian, but a smons attempt to interrupt commnnications was made by a small 
gang at Matatwal. They removed a rail on the main line cansing a serious 
accident which resulted in the loss of two lives. Again, in the Jhelum district, 
which hitherto had had no record of disorder, a gang of inen removed a rail at 
Kala and succeeded in derailing a passenger train. In both cases members 
of the railway staff had shared in tlie attack on the permanent way. Matters 
were still in a serious condition at Lyallpur; there were seditious meetings in 
the villages, and the canal telegraph wire was cut. In  view of the reports of 
continued hartals at Jullundur and the delivery of undesirable speeches at 
Multan, the Seditious Meetings Act* was on this day extended to both these 
districts.

The 17th April showed a further imp^rovement in the recovery of law 
And order. By this time not only had Martial Law been proclaimed in the 
worst affected districts, which were also being patrolled by mobile columns, but 
detachments of troops had been despatched to the more important railway 
stations and to the headquarters of outlying districts. There was some wir$ 
cutting in 6  urdaspur and Jullundur and Mian wall districts, and an attempt 
was inade by villagers to derail a train near Jallo in the Lahore District ; but 
the only district which gave signs of still halx)uring nnrest of a serious type 
was Lyallpur, where there was good reason for believing that villagers were 
concerting an attack on the Government property at headquarters, and a fire 
which destroyed a large quanity of straw belonging to Government took place 
near the railway station. The record of the 17th repeated itself on the 18th. 
There were still sporadic attempts on the communications ; an obstruction 
was placed on the line in the Ferozepore district, and' the telegraph "wire waa 
cut in the Jullundur district. There were some attempts to revive the hartal 
at Karnal, apparently due to influence from Delhi, but again Lyallpur was the 
only area which caused serious anxiety. There was a rumour of an impending 
attack on Mcmun Kan jan Station, and a party of Sikhs tried to wreck the 
line between Toba Tek Singh and Janiwala.

On the 19th matters may be said to have definitely begun to return to* 
the normal in the greater part of the province. The derailments of trains in the 
Gujrat district had seemed to require the application of some special measure of 
protection for the railway, and the local Govemmentf had on the 18th recom
mended the application of Martial Law to this district for the purpose. This 
was sanctioned and proclaimed^ in the district on the 19th. With the exception 
of the burning of a store in the lines of an Indian regiment at Ambala—an 
incident of doubtful origin—nothing further occurred on this date calling for 
notice. The 20th was equally devoid of serious incident, though lihe reports of 
the attitude of the villages in Lyallpur caused the local Government^ to ask 
for the application of the Seditious Meetings Act to that district. San.ction|| 
was given on the same date. For the same reason the local Government^ 
applied on the 21st for the application of Martial Law, and this was sanctioned** 
on the 22nd April, being proclaimed at the district headquarters on the 24th. 
April.

There is no further record of open disorder. The five proclaimed districts 
were under the administration of Martial Law, and steps were being taken to  
bring to justice as rapidly as possible-lihe chief agents of disorder. The Com' 
missions opened on the 23rd April and showed great expedition in diisposing of 
the simpler cases which first came before them. Except in some of the towns 
in the old Delhi Division, where the influence of Delhi is still strong, agitation 
rapidly died down throughout the province. Even before the actual restoration

* Gorenunent af India Notification No.. 670, dated 16th April 1919. I t  was not actually proclaimed^ al: 
Multan till the 18th.

t  Telegram No. 67-C. S., dkted the 18th April 1919‘. 
t  Government of India telegram No.. 620, dated the 19th ApTll 191S..

§ Telegram No. 16-S. W., dated 20th April 1919,
II Government of India Notification No. 623, dated the-20th April 1919;. 

q  Telegram No. 67-C. S., dated the21st April 1919.

** Government of India telegram No, 646, dated the 22nd April 1919,
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o£ order, th«‘e had been iniuij proofs thai reepoQsible aAd moderatjO opinioiÔ  
was declaring itself against the campaign of lawlessness. On the 13th A^ril 
the Hon'ble Sardar Bahadur Gujjan Singh issued a manifesto exhoriang 
Sikhs to stand aloof from the agitation. On the I7th two nmnifestos issp^  
from Bohtak contradicting the unfounded rumours in regard to the Bowlatt 
Act that were current in the villages; on the 18th a manifesto signed by h 
number of prominent men in Ourdaspur advocated a return to order; a 
similar manifesto issued from Ferozepore district; on the 20th a number of 
the leading Muhammadans in Jjahore, on behalf of the leading Muhammadan 
Associations, condemned the passive resistance movement, and its results Oh 
the 21st a manifesto issued from the Chief Khalsa I)iwan, the chief political 
organization of the Sikhs, urging the latter to stand by Government. On the 
24th the Punjab Zamindars Central Association, Lahore, impressed on all laod.- 
holders the paramount necessity of putting an end to “ the sad conditions resulting 
from the passive resistance movement,” and on the 25th the leading Hindus of 
Bahore issued a manifesto condemning in the strongest terms all resistance 
to law and order whether active or passive. A similar manifesto was also issued 
hy the Anjuman-i-Ahmaddijya, Lahore. On the 23rd May the Pirs of the Chief 
Muhamm^an shrines in the Punjab assembled at Lahore, and expressed their 
sense of loyalty to Government and their condeni.uatipn of the recent disturbances-

Even the Indian papers in some cases showed a tardy regret that the. 
notation ter passive resistance had led to deplorable active disorder, and that 
.doctrines of this nature could not safely be preached in the Punjab. “ Even 
îf, the passive resistance movement ” says the Desk of the 21st April “ be 
admitted to be constitutioBal, its offshoots are, in the existing condition of 
odtu^tion and civilization, dangerous and fatal.”*

^ (  Se«^BO Siyatat, 2nd Mnj ISIS.
( .i’aifa Akibar, 29th April 1910.

IP

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



SECTION in.
T he hsb o f  *raE MiLrrA.EE poecbs and afA ication of MAunAL L aw.

It is proposed now to give some fuller detail of the use made of military 
forces to restore civil order, and in particular of the administration of Martial 
Law. It may be well to state with some precision the points which this will 
cover. Martial law was applied by proclamation in five districts only, namely, 
Amritsar, Lahore, Gujranwala, Gujrat and Lyallpur. In these districts there 
Ŵ a a preliminary period before Martial Law was proclaimed, during which 
Oncers Commanding troops were called upon to take certain action in assistance 
of the civil power ; in a number of other districts troops were called in, and 
were utilized in various ways and in various degrees, for the maintenance of 
order. All these cases stand on the same basis; the legal sanction covering the 
action the Commanders of Military forces was that their aid had been 
requisitioned by the civil authorities for the restoration of order. With the 
di^nite proclamiation of Martial law in the five districts, and while such pro
clamation remained in force, military action fell into a somewhat different 
category ; the authority wielded by Military Commanders was exercised under 
the terms of a statutory proclamation. Whatever the ultimate constitutional 
difference between these two conditions, it is convenient for practical reasons to 
deed with them separately.

I t  may be said at once, that in the great majority of cases in which troops 
were called to the assistance of the civil power, they were simply held 
in reserve as a precautionary measure; detachments were sent to guard 
railway stations ; in some cases they were marched through a district. They 
proved of the utmost value in restoring an atmosphere of confidence and dis- 
pielling unrest, but were not called on to share in punitive or repressive 
measures. There were other cases in which they were called upon to take a 
direct share in dealing with disorder, and at the risk of some repetition, it is 
advisable to treat of these in some detail, district by district. At Amritsar 
they were on the 10th April utilized as piquets on the approaches to the civil 
station, and they fired on the crowds at the Hall Gate Bridge. Here they 
were at the disposal of a Magistrate, and fired at his request when they 
were being driven back by the crowd. Later in the day, the Officer Com
manding at the railway station used part of his piquet to protect the Telegraph 
Office from the crowd which had destroyed the goods shed and murdered a Guard. 
In the afternoon they again fired on the mob at the Hall Gate Bridge, this 
time at the request of the District Magistrate. On the arrival of the Commis
sioner on the night of the 10th he informed the Officer Commanding the Troops 
that he was “ to consider himself in charge of the military situation and take 
whatever steps he thought necessary to re-establish civil control.” In pursu
ance of this, the General Officer Commanding on the 11th and 12th established 
piquets over the approaches to the town, and also marched his troops through it. 
Purther, on the 13th he, at the request of the District Magistrate, issued 
proclamations prohibiting public meetings and processions; and at his own 
initiative dispersed by fire the crowd in the Jallewalian Bagh.* He also 
issued notices prohibiting egress from the city, and confining residents to their 
houses at night, notifying that those disobeying the latter notice were liable to 
he ^ ot. Martial Law was proclaimed on the 15th, and any subsequent steps 
taken by him were under his authority as Martial Law Administrator. At 
Gujranwala the first step taken by the military authorities to quelKdis- 
or^r was tilie dropping of bombs by aeroplanes on the evening of the

Gujranwala accountf shows, one bomb dropped also 
measures, other than that of patrol were taken 
15th, and on the 16th Martial Law was declared, 
of cavalry had been sent to protect the railway 

station, and when it was attacked on the 15th by a mob, the cavalry dispersed 
them by a charge (which does not appear to have caused casualties) and on a 
second occasion fired into the air. No further military action was taken until 
the proclamation of Law on the 16th. In the Sheikhupura Sub-Division

* Amritamr mceonnt, pages 39-4Q. 
t  Gvjcaiiilikk ace g nt, pages 48-40.

lA th ; there was, as the 
on the 15th. No other 
by the military on the 
At Wazirabad a party
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of the Gujranwala district an armoured train, manned by a detachment of 
British troops, dispersec  ̂ by machine gun fire a large crowd which on 
the evening of the 15th had* assembled to attack the grain market. The 
]>roclainatioa of Martial Law at Gujranwala on the 16th applied also to the 
Shcikhupura Sub-Division and the incident at Chuharkana* in which troops 
sent to arrest suspected rioters fired on them, causing a number of deaths, 
falls into the Martial Law period. In Gujrat district troops were from the 15th 
to the 19th used for piquet and patrol, and also to guard Malakwal and Lala 
Musa Junctions; but they did not, save for the small incident of the l7th  
at Malakwal,t come into active use for quelling disorder. Martial Law waw 
proclaimed on the 20th. Troops were used freely in the Jhelum district, but only 
for patrol work in association with the civil authorities; the Same is true of Jullun- 
dur. At Lahore, the troops were used on the lOth in support of the police to push 
the crowd back into the city after the firing on the Upper M all; they were not called 
upon to fire. On the 12th a considerable force was marched into the city and 
cavalry were used to clear the space in front of the Badshahi Mosque, but the 
actual firing at Hira Mandi was by the police. Martial Law was sanctioned on the 
13th and was actually proclaimed on the 15th. On the 14th April control of 
petrol was establish^; but this was an act of civil not military authority. At 
Kasur troops arrived soon after the outrage on the 12th, but were only used 
for general guard; the declaration of Martial Law at Lahore on the 15th 
applied liere also, but it was actually proclaimed on the 16th. The flying 
columns which moved between Lahore and Amritsar, and Kasur and Patti, 
started after the proclamation of Martial Law. At Lyallpur and Multan t ^ p s  
wei e used in association with the police, but did not come into conflict with th« 
crowds.

The record of tlie use of military, other than under declared Martial 
Law conditions, contains therefore few cases which call for detailed comment. 
Tiiere has never been any doubt as to the legality^ of calling in troops to aid 
the civil magistrate in dispersing not only “ unlawful assemblies ’* but any 
assembly “ likely to cause a disturbance of the public peace ; ” the law on the 
subject is clear, and the only condition laid down is that the military officer on 
wiiom such requisition is made shall “ use as little force, and do as little injury 
to person and property, as may be consistent with dispersing the assembly and 
arresting and detaining ” the persons composing it.§ The Indian statutes give a 
furtiier authority to a military officer to act .on his own initiative, when the 
public safety is manifestly endangered by such an assembly, and when no 
Magistrate can be communicated with.|l It has more than once been suggested 
in the press that it is incumbent on troops when coming into conflict with a 
mob in such circumstances, to fire blank cartridge before using ball.^ A con
vincing answer to this suggestion is contained in the speech of Mr. Asquith, 
as Home Secretary, in relation to the tiring in the Featherstone riots. 
“ Nothing could be more prejudicial to the maintenance of peaee,** and nothing 
in the long run could be more contrary to humanity than that soldiers should 
be allowed in such. circumstances to use blank cartridges.” The danger and 
futility of such a practice is brought home by the incidents at Wazirabad, where 
the troops fired into the air.tt The only instances in which the degree of 
“ force ” used by military officers would appear to demand any species of justifi
cation, are the dispersal of the crowd at Jallewalian Bagh, and the use of bombs 
from aeroplanes at Gujramvala. Neither case can be treated entirely as an isola
ted incident. At Jallewalian BaghJ J a military officer, charged by civil authority 
to prevent assemblies among a town population which had for some days been in 
open rebellion -  and the term is true not only in a practical but in a legal sense,—■ 
found a large crowd collected in circumstances which proved clearly that it had

* Sheikhupura account, pages 61-55.
t  Gujrat District account, page 68.

X Chapter IX, Criminal Procedure Code.
§ Section 130 (2), Criminal Procedure Code.
II Section 131, Criminal Procedure Code.
^  See e.g., Bengali, Calcutta, dated the 13th April 191fi.
** Debates, House of Commons, dated 10th Januarj 180A 

Gujranwala account,^gei 40-50.
f  f  For full detail's see page 39.
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cdme iogether in open defiance of authority. I f the suitability of the 
degree of “ force*’ used remains a question for discussion, two points are 
nevertheless ijot open to doubt. It was his duty to disperse the assembly by 
iiny means in his power ; and the effect of the action taken by him was 
d e^ itely  to settle the attitude of the inhabitants of the central Punjab. In 
regatd to the use of aeroplanes at Gujranwala, the question is less one of the 
proper use of “ force ” by the officer in charge of the aeroplanes than of the 
discretion exercised by superior authority in utilizing this Weapon to cofiabab 
disorder. Here also the general circumstances surrounding the case are- 
of importance. The police had asked for aid early in the morning; since 
then all communication had been cut off. The aeroplane afforded the speediest 
and most certain method of conveying assistance to the local authorities. There 
is no need to repeat at length here the circumstances in which bombs were 
dropped ;* the facts given in the detailed report show that their actual discharge 
was neither inopportune nor unjustifiable.
, So much for the use of military forces, and the discretion exercised by 
the. Commanders, otherwise than under the authority with which they were 
invested in five districts by the application of Regulation X of 1804. The 
circumstances leading up to the use of that Regulation have already been 
described. I t would clearly have been within the competence of Government, 
in the exercise erf its general authority as representing the Crown, to notify 
the existence of a state of what is usually termed “ Martial Law ” that is, the 
■extrarlegal state in which military authority takes administrative control, and 
displaces the eiyil magistrate by its own Commanders. “ Martial Law ” says 
Professor Dicey—,

is' sometimes employed as a name for the common law right of the Crown and its 
servants to repel force by force in the case of invasion, insurrection, riot or 
generally any violent resistance to the law. This right' or power is essential 
to the very existence of orderly Government and is most assuredly recogiuzed 
in the most ample manner by the law of England.

The existence of the extra-legal condition known as Martial Law would 
have justified the military authorities, in whom, under such a condition, the con
duct of affairs is vested, in setting up Courts-Martial for the trial of all offences 
not only directly connected with disorder, but in any way incidental thereto. 
This was done in South Africa in 1900-1902. It would perhaps have been more 
convenient in some ways if Government had had recourse to its general powers in 
this respect. It was, however, decided to apply Regulation X of 1804, and 
Martial Law thus acquired a statutory sanction in the proclaimed districts, in
stead of being simply the notification, or the de facto  recognition, of an extra- 
legal condition of affairs. I t  will be necessary to detail with some precision thfe 
consequences of the application of this Regulation. It, firstly, gave formal 
sanction to the establishment of Martial Law ;t secondly, it suspended 
the jurisdiction of the ordinary courts in so far as concerned charges 
against those who “ shall be taken in arms in open hostility to the 
British Government, or in the act of opposing by force of arms the authority 
of the same, or in the actual commission of any overt act of rebellion against 
the State or in the act of openly aiding and abetting the enemies of the British 
Government within any paid ” of those districts; and thirdly, it directed the 
immediate trial by Court Martial of all such offences. The penalty provided 

the Regulation for all such cases is death and forfeiture of property. 
I t  was, however, decided that instead of Courts-Martial constituted in the 
usual manner such offences should be tried by tribunals similar to those 
under the Defence of India Act. The action taken, to legalise such courts 
was not under the Regulation, which did not in itself permit of any 
variation of the method of disposing of cases due to the offences described 
in its second section. I t was necessary to establish the tribunals by resort 
to the powers vested in the Governor-General in Council, under the 
Government of India Act, 1915. That Actf gives the Governor-General

* See Gajranwala Report, pages 48-9. 

t  Section 2 brRegalatlon X of 1804,

Section 72, Gorersment of Indin Aot  ̂191B..
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authority to promulgate Ordinances (which shall remain in force up to six 
moutlis) having tlie same force of law as Acts of the Legislative Council, 
hut subject to the same restrictions as in the case of Acts* of the Legislative 
Council as laid down in section 63. The Ordinance was issued on the 14th 
April as the Martial Law Ordinance of 1919. Briefly it (1) empowered the 
Local Government to appoint Commissions of three persons, at least two of 
whom should be persons who bad served as Sessions Judges or Additional Sessions 
Judges for not less than three years, or persons qualified under section 101, Gov
ernment of India Act, to become Judges of a High Court; (2) gave the Com
missions the power of a General Court-Martial under the Indian Army Act, 
1911, and declared that their procedure should be regulated by this Act, with 
permission to try cases as a Summary General Court-Martial if necessary; (3) 
declared that the sentences of the Commission should not be subject to confirma
tion ; (4) confined the scope of trial to persons charged with offences committed 
after the 13th April. A subsidiary Ordinance No. I I  of 1919, issued on the 16th 
April, applied the provisions of the first Ordinance to Gujranwala, to which 
Begulation X of 1804 had been extended on the 15th, and gave authority to 
the Governor-General in Council to apply that Ordinance in aJl areas in which 
Begulation X of 1804 might in future be applied, t  On the representation of 
the Punjab Government that the sentence of death was not suitable as an in
variable penalty, a third Ordinance} (III  of 1919) was issued on the 18th April 
empowering Courts-Martial or Commissions appointed under the Martial Law 
Ordinance to give sentences of transportation for life or for a period not less than 
seven years, or of rigorous imprisonment for a term of not less than seven years or 
more than fourteen years. It also gave power to remit the penalty of forfeiture 
of property. A further difficulty now revealed itself in the legal position aris
ing out of the concurrent effects of tlie Begulation and the Martial Law Ordinance. 
The earliest sanction given to the proclamation of the former had been the 13th 
April; and the terms in which the latter had been issued accordingly confined 
the powers of the Commissions to cases of persons charged with offences com
mitted on or after the 13th April. The first rioting h ^  however occurred on 
the 10th and the Punjab Government had before them information which 
seemed to point to direct incitement to offences before that date. They there
fore asked that the date should be taken back from 13th April to the 30th 
March, the date of the first trouble in Delhi. It was therefore decided to issue 
another Ordinance (No. IV of 1919)§ which empowered the Local Government 
to direct that Commissions should try any person charged with any offence 
committed on or after the 30th March. The wording is important, because 
the Ordinance was intended to grant powers not only to try offences as 
defined in Begulation X of 1804, but to try offences other than those specified 
in the Begulation. The judicial scope of the Commissions was thus greatly 
extended ; they could try offences committetl before the Martial Law pro
clamations came into force, and offences arising out of the ordinary muni
cipal Law. They had to this extent ceased to occupy the character under 
which they were originally constituted, that is, tribunals substituted for General 
Courts-Martial ; and this departure was only possible because they ultimately 
derived their legal powers not from the Begulation of 1804, but from the Govern
ment of India Act of 1915. Their precise legal position may be said to be that 
of concurrent Courts, with defined powers, which by arrangement tried cases 
which would otherwise have been tried by General Courts-Martial. Four 
Commissions were appointed by the Local Government, and dealt with the 
bulk of the serious cases arising out of the disorders. But before dealing 
in detail with work discharged by them, it will be necessary to allude to the 
other conditions, judicial and administrative, which arose from the proclanpiation 
of Martial Law in the five districts.

* Section 65, Gorenunent of India Act, 1915,

t  I t was so subsequently applied to Gujrat and Lyallpur.

fi Its full title was the Martial Lav (sentences) Ordinance, 1919.

§ Its full ^ e  was tkeMartijil Law (Further Extension) Ordinance, 1919,

\ X
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The provision made for trying cases by Commission instead of Courts* 
Martial did not, of course, materially ^ e c t  the main position created by the pro
clamation of Regulation X of 1804. As already shown, the Regulation definitely 
introduced Martial Law in the five districts. The effect of this was to give the 
General Oflicers Commanding troops the necessary authority, as far as these dis
tricts were concerned, to suppress disorder and re-estaMish order. This was 
implied rather than expressed in the proclamation of the Regulation ; at the 
best, it only gave statute^ recognition to the existence of an extra-legal position; 
it defined neither the limit nor the extent of military authority; nor indeed, could 
any statute pretend to define the limits or the procedure of such authority in 
extra-legal conditions. Ror any such definition we must fall hack on the 

‘ limits set by convention and usage to the powers of those administering Martial 
Law in the circumstances in which it is usually brought into effect, that is, in 
which its only recognition is not a statutory declaration but a notification by' 
executive authority. By common consent, in suck circumstances— ând they are 
the circumstances in which a state of Martial Law would be introduced in  
any country not possessing a statute such as Regulation X of 1804—the noti
fication of Martial Law is only the notification of an existing fact, not the legal 
creation of that fact  ̂and the amount of authority exercisable is one which 
Jurists as a rule prefer to define in negative rather than positive terms.
“ Troops are .entitled ” says Fitz James Stephen “ and are bound to destroy life 
and property to any extent which might be necessary to restore order. They 
are not justified in the use of cruel and excessive means, but are liable civil% 
and criminally for such excess.” The steps actually taken in the Punjab 
under Martial la w  did not involve measures so stringent as those indicated. 
On the proclamation of Martial Law in Amritsar and Lahore the General Officer 
Commanding the 16th Division issued a proclamation (dated the 19th April 
1919) laying down certain preliminary regulations whfch formed the basis on 
which Martial Law was to be subsequently administered. It defined os Martial 
Law offences the act of being in arms against the State, or inciting others to be in 
arms (No. 2); assisting or harbouring rebels (No. 3); failure to report gather
ings of rebels (No. 4); use of language or issuing publications likely to foment 
rebellion or promote hostility between different classes of His Majesty’s 
subjects (No. 5); interference with railways, eanals or telegraphs (No. 6); 
possession of a motor vehicle without permit (No. 7) ; departure from or entry 
to a proclaimed area save under conditions to be prescribed (No. 8) ; convening 
or attending a meeting of more than 5 persons (No. 9); escaping or attempt
ing to escape from legal custody (No. 10); disobeying an order given by a civil 
or militai-y officer in the execution of his duty, when administering Martial Law 
(No. 11); disseminating false intelligence likely to cause alarm or despon
dency (No. 12); destroying Martial Ijaw notices (No. 13); refusing to give a 
correct name and address on demand (No. 14); committing an act in pre
judice of good order or public safety or calculated to hamper or mislead H ia  
Majesty’s forces (No. 16). Offences against those general regulations were to,v 
be tried by officers authorized to dispose summarily of an offence against 
Martial Law (Summary Courts). The powers of these officers were to be 
limited to sentencing an offender to two years*̂  rigorous imprisonment or fine not 
exceeding Rs. 1,000 or both, and to whipping in addition to or in lieu of any other 
punishment. The officers so appointed were to be known as Area Officers,- 
and in addition to all officers especially designated as such this term was 
to include every Officer Commanding a Station or Regiment, every field 
officer and every Officer Com^nanding a Brigade, and all officers nominated by the 
OfSkjer Commanding, Lahore Civil Area, or by the Local Government. I t  will be- 
advisable, in order to follow the working of the conditions introduced by this 
General Proclamation, to describe the action taken in each proclaimed district. 
In the Amritsar district, the General Officer Commanding the Jullundur Brigadei 
became the Administrator of Martial Law; he had at first, one Area Officer o f  
Major’s rank.* As shown in the Amritsar District report,f he subsequently issued, 
a number of Regulations supplementary to the main Martial Law Proclamation 
of April 19th. Cases aris^g out of breaches of these Regulations were tric|d 
by the Administrator or his Area Officer. It. should here be noted, tiiat op

* Punjab Notiiontion Ne. 10657, Hom^-MQ'itaiy,'doted tha90Ui A-priP. 
t  Amritsar Report, page 41. He « u  known a t Amritaar as thaPtoroat Marshal. >5
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the issue of the general prcclamation, .the local Glovemment, utilizing th* 
authorib; declared to it, ^zettedanumber of civil officers, aU being magistmtes* 
of-the ffist claest as having the powers of Summary Courts. There were thus 
in each distriot a number of civil magistrates of the ffi’st class empowered to 
try as Summary Courts offences against the Martial Law Regulations; hut 
their se)twices were not utilized to any considerable extent in this respect. 
When Martial Law was declared in Gujranwala, the General Officer Command
ing, 2nd Rawalpindi Division, issued a Proclamation (dated 20th April) of 
which the terms were precisely similar to those of the Lahore Division general 
Proclamation. The Administration of Martial Law at Gujranwala was 
carried on by the General Officer Commanding the Sialkot Brigade, who 
moved his headquarters to Wazirabad. He also issued, as shown in the 
district repQrtt a nnmber of detailed regulations supplementary to those 
contained in the general proclamation. The Deputy Commissioner, Gujran- 
wala,t was notified as Area Officer for Gujranwala, an officer of Major’s 
rank as Area Officer for Wazirabad, the Joint Deputy Commissumer for 
the Sheikhupura area, an officer of Captain’s rank for Hafizabad. When 
Martial Law was declared in Gujrat, action was taken on the general Rawal
pindi Proclamation,§ and an officer of Lieutenant-Colonel’s rank appointed as 
Area Officer; subsequently some of the regulations issued for Wazirabad were 
applied here also, and Area Officers were appointed for Lala Musa and 
Malakwal. The details of the administration of Martial Law in this area are 
given in the Gujrat District report. | The formal notification of Martial Law at 
Lahore found the district already divided, into two areas (1) the Lahore Civil 
Area (composing Lahore City) and (2) th© Lahore District outside the city. 
The administration of the Lahore district area was in the bands of the General 
Officer Commanding, Lahore Brigade, that of the Lahore Civil Area in charge 
of Lieutenant-Colonel P. Johnson, D.S.O. The latter was given three officers of 
or above Major’s rank as Area Officers.^ The Administrator in the Lahore 
district area was subsequently given a separate Area Officer,** of Captain’s 
rank for Kasur. As shown in the Lahore District report,tt the administration 
in the Lahore Civil, i.e.. City area was more intensive than elsewhere. Though 
the Lahore Civil Area came under the general terms of the Lahore Divisional 
Proclamation of April 20th already referred to, the Administrator had already 
begun to issue detailed Regulations on the 15th A pril; a very considerable 
numher of these were issued as time went on, and action was as a rule taken by 
the Summary Courts under the Regulations of the Lahore Civil Area Ad
ministrator ]^her than under the general orders of the Divisional proclamation. 
LyUrllpur was latest in order of the districts to be proclaimed. It came under 
the general terms of the Rawalpindi Divisional Proclamation. A local Area 
Officer of Lieutenant-Colonel’s rank was appointed; and subsequently certaiu 
local regulations were issued) as shown|| in the district report, based on the 
Wazirabafi Regulations.

A further exercise of powers arising from Martial Law must be 
notice4. The. major offences arising out of the disorder were triable by 
Commission; breaches of Martial Law Regulations were triable by the 
ATOa^Officers and other Officers (including Civil Officers) especially empowered 
iijt tbi^ behalf. It. becams necessary to make provision for the trial, by

*Se« Panjab 6ojernmmt: ̂ ol)(0ca!bron» No».1085S, the 20th April 1919; IIOI6, dated the 32nd 
Apithl9i9; ili82;dat^Hthe’81tii'iLpii’il 1919; and-ilmilarrabseqaentnotificatkma,-

t  Gujranwala District report; page 62.

i  Ibinjab Gorervnient Notification No. 12197, dated Otb May 1919.
^ Pnajqb (lo re n u t^ t Notification No> 13197, dated dth April 1919,

|| Gujrat District report, pages 6a69;

q P tu i j^  Gkrernn^ei^ Notifioatum No, 1()657, dated 20tk April 1919.

**Piifijal>.Qovwnineat Notification No. 11130, dated 28rd April 

f  t  Lahore District report, pages 79r80.

I I  Lyallpnr District r ^ r l ^  pafita M.*>92.
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Bome more summary process than that of the ordinary criminal law, of 
the large number of minor cases arising out of the disorder, which occurred before 
the proclamation of Martial Law. The existing Summary Courts could deal 
only with cases arising since the Martial Law Proclamations had i^ued. 
The two Generals Commanding Divisions therefore issued notifications* 
empowering certain officers, to be nominated by tlft Lieutenant-Governor, to 
>bxercise the powers of Summary Courts in respect of offerees against the 
-̂'ordinary law arising out of the distubances, but committed before the pro- 

'^clamation of Martial Law. With the exception of certain officers who were 
Cantonment Magistrate-!, all officers so nominated were Civil Magistrates 

'enjoying first class powers. Their authority was defined as follows :—
Such courts {a) shall only take cognizance of cases sent for trial by the Police; 

{&) shall not try any person for any act which is not an offence un ler the 
ordinary law ; (e) shall not try any person for any offence which is shown a» 
triable exclusively by the Court of Session in column 8 of schedule I I  of the 
Criminal Procedure Code, 18d8; (ti) shall not in respect of any offence pass 
any sentence which is not authorized by the ordinary law for that offence 
(see column 7 of schedule I I  aforesaid and also the Indian Whipping Act, 
1909) ; and (e) shall not in respect of any offences pass any sentence which 
could not be passed by a 1st class magistrate (see section 3d of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure, 1898).

Their powers were limited under the tQrms of the orlgiail Divisional 
Commanders* proelamatio>nsy to sentences of two years or a fine of Rs. 1,09-3, 
dud their orders were not to be subject either to confirmation or appeal.

The consequence of these various orders was, therefore, that in the > 
Martial Law districts the more serious cases, connectedwiththedisorders - 

^ o m  the 30th March onwards, were tried by the four Commissions deriving 
"^eir authority from Ordinances issued under the sanction of the Government 
^  India A ct; minor offences occurring daring the period from the 30th MArch 
up to the 19th April w'ere tried by Civil Officers sitting as Summary Courts 
under the authority of the two notifications of the General Officers Command- 
Jpig Divisions; breaches of purely Mirtial Law Regulations were tried by 
"Military Officers as Summary Courts. The ordinary Criminal Courts continued 
|D sit for the trial of cases nob connected with the disorder.
5  The description of the steps taken to establish a Martial Law Adminis- 
l^ tion  in the five districts, to issue Martial Law Regulations, to institute 
iiourts for the disposal of cases arising out of the disorders and out of breaches 
of Martial Law Regulations, has involved an explanation of some intricacy and 
Retail. It has been explanatory only and does not show the actual working 
of the processes thus created. That is, in large measure, supplied by the full 
details given in the district reports. But it is well to attempt here something 
like a combined picture of the effect of these measures in, the five districts 
during the continuance of Martial Law conditions. In the* Amritsar, Lahore, 
Ji^asur, Gujranwala and Wazirabad toAvn areas the Martial Law Adminis
trators to a considerable extent assumed executive control of all matters arising 
|rom the disorder. Elsewhere, as in Gujrat and Lyallpur, the extent of 
their control was far less pronounced. In some cases, and particularly in 
^Lahore, numerous regulations were issued supplementary to the general pro
clamations, and such regulations involved no inconsiderable interference 
y ith  the ordinary life of the people. The “ Curfew ” Regulation restricted 
|heir going out at n ights; the traffic regulations prevented their travelling 
fvithout a pass (and this was a measure the influence of which was felt prac- 
Really throughout the province and not only in the proclaimsd districts);

tntors, bicycles and even horse vehicles were commandeered; assemblies and 
eetings, except under permit, became illegal. At Lahore, Amritsar and 
ujrat, Regulations, often of a very detailed character, were introduced for the 

Control of prices. At Lahore students, and at Wazirabad schoolboys, were forced 
.to attend a roll-call; in Lahore a number were interned in the Eortf for one day 
'Only. Each of these measures had its own justification, hut the total result was 
restrictive and to some extent punitive; while the Martial Law Regulations 
;^endered penal a large number of actions which do not ordinarily come within

•  Fanjab GrOTernmsnt Notlfioations No. 12341-A. an! B-, dated 5tb May 1919. ........— ■
t  Digoiplinary action waa taken by tbe Ftincipala of 7 colleges at Lihore against stadents who bad mU- 

eondneted themselrea. In' all 794 students were p-anished, 34 by explusion, 624 by fines ranging from Bi. 3 to 
Rs. 20, and 136 by roatication', forfeiture of scbolarsbipa, loss of seniority and similar penalities. These figures, 
do not include 4%  students wbo-were r^nired to furmsh searily  for^ood behstdour.
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the purview of the criminal law. The stories of promiscuous whipping* under 
Martial La^, without discrimination of age or social position, are of courS3 
without foundation. Cases of breach of Martial Law were tried summarily, 
but came before men of senior standing, and there is no reason to conclude that 
they were disposed of without proper deliberation. The spirit in which the 
Administrators sought to secure the execution of their orders is illustrated by 
the order issued on the 18th April for the guidance of officers in the Lahore 
Civil Area. It is given at length in the Lahore report ;t the salient portion 
will bear repetition here.

(3) The punishment of whipping in particular, whilst probably the most efficacious 
and convenient method of summarily dealing with most minor breaches of 
Martial Law Regulations, requires tact and commonsense in its infliction. 
Under no circumstances should old or feeble men be flogged, and the social 
status of the offender also needs consideration.

(4) I t  cannot be too clearly impressed on all ranks that the temporary superses* 
sion of the ordinary process of Civil Law by the introduction of Martial Law, 
does not mean that justice ceases to be administered; on the contrary, the 
suspension of the usual safeguards makes it doubly imperative tha t all 
concerned should bear in mind that it is '  up to them ' to see that justice, and 
not irresponsible violence, is administered.

It is possible that in isolated cases officers may have exercised their 
discretion wrongly ; one case at least has been mentioned in the Lahore Dis
trict report.  ̂ Other such cases may j)ossibly come to light, but the military 
authorities appear to have taken every precaution to secure that what must 
always be an unpopular and distasteful species of administration, should be 
carried out with as little injustice and with as systematic a procedure as 
the circumstances would permit. Evidence was not recorded, but in the 
mijority of cases notes of the evidence for the prosecution and the defence were 
kept and reasons given for the finding. In all 51i3 persons were charged before 
Summary Courts and 386 were convicted. In  102 cases sentences of imprison
ment were given, 22 being for the maximum (two years) and 8 for one year. 
There were 123 sentences of whipping, the whipping except in certain cases at 
Easur (where the regulation cat was used), being inflicted with a cane, and in the 
great majority of cases being confined to«boys and young men. It must be 
remembered that these figures include more than mere breaches of Martial Law 
Begulations. Throughout many serious cases of ordinary crime were tried 
by the Summary Courts; thus all the offenders in the attack on Patti were so 
tried, and many of those concerned in attacks on the Railway in Gujranwala, 
while similar instances of serious offences being tried in this manner are given 
in the Easur Report.§

We may now turn to the work of the Commissions. As has been shown, 
four such bodies were constituted. The cases for presentation to them were 
prepared by the police; on the receipt of the papers by the Convening Authority 
(the Legal Remembrancer, Punjab), they were examined, and if there was not 
aprim'i facie case against the accused, he was discharged. Some 80 cases were 
so treated. I f  the matter appeared to be of minor importance, the case was 
returned for presentation to the Summary Courts constituted under the two 
notifications Nos. 12341-A and B,|| dated the 5th M ay: that is it was tried by a 
Civil Officer with first class powers acting as a Summary Court. In all about 
250 accused were so referred back. In the majority of cases where the nature 
of the acts committed were serious, the accused were charged under Section 
121, Indian Penal Code; where, however, the nature of the acts |Jommitted wm 
not so serious as to come within the technical definition of “ waging war,” the 
accused were charged under the section of the Penal Code applicable to the 
particular act. The Commissions began their sittings on the 23rd April. Their 
procedure has been described as follows by one of their members:—

In  all essentials the procednre followed, though conforming to the requirements of 
trials under Martial Law, has been that of a Sessions trial. At the prelimi
nary proceedings, when the accused were first brought before the Court, they 
were fully informed of the charges against them ; were given the names of 
the prosecution witnesses; had a precit of the prosecution evidence -read over

* See e.g^ Independent of AHaha1>ad, dated Sth Kay 1019-. 
t  Laboie Bepor^ p a p  82.
i  Lahore Begirt, p a p  83.
. "Bepori, p ip  87.

- ll See pagip zfc.
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io ihem, and w«r« called on to gire at once the namee of euth defence 
witnesses as they wished called through the Court; being at the same time 
informed that they could produce other witnesses themselves (should they 
.so desire) at the further hearings.

Further details as to procedure are furnished by the following extract: —
(1) No restrictions were place! on the number of the witnesses whom they were 

allowed to call; and although the Court declined to procure witnesses asked 
for after a certain date, except for the purpose of rebntting some additional 
evidence which had been produced for the prosecution, they were always 
allowed to produce for themtelves as many witnesses us they chose. This they 
had no difficulty in doing. Each accused was also allowed to examine any 
defence witness called by any other ai;cuBed, a concession of which the fullest 
advantage was taken. They were allo>^ei very great latitude in the matter 
of issuing interrogatories, although practically none of these were at all neoes* 
sary in the interests of justice.

Witnesses summoned through the Court received diet money and travelling 
expenses. (In the Lahore case one accused alone called about 400 witnesses.)

(3) The Courts also admitted without proof many documents of which, strictly 
speaking, proof should have-been required.

(4i) Free use was regularly m ale of Police diaries iu the intere.st of the accusel.
(5) According to law the Commissions were not required to write judgments ; and 

under the Ordinance their decisions were not liable to appeal. The fact, 
however, that judgments have been written appears to have assisted the 
convicts in appealing to the Privy Council.

In  spite of the fact that under the procedure prescribed for Summary 
General Courts Martial, accused persons cannot claim as of right to be defended by 
counsel, counsel were allowed to appear and a standing counsel was engaged by 
the Crown for those who were otherwise unrepresented. Here it is necessary to 
allude to the issue of an order, limiting the choice of the accused in respect of 
counsel, which has elicited much criticism in the press. On the 14th May 
the General Officers Commanding the Lahore and Rawalpindi Divisions issued 
proclamations to the effect that “ legal practitioners, whose ordinary place of 
business is outside the Punjab, will not be allowed to enter the Martial Law 
area included in the limits of the Lahore and Rawalpindi Divisions, without the 
permission of the Administrator of Martial Law.” The intention of this order 
was not of course to prejudice the accused in their defence; it was dictated by 
the desire to prevent the disturbance of the political atmosphere, now rapidly 
clearing, by outsiders whose main purpose would not improbably be the revival 
of agitation under the protection afforded by appearance before the Courts. 
When the order was issued, the Frontier War had commenced, and it was 
essential, on military as well as general grounds, to prevent any recrudescence 
of unrest. The result of the order was to put the accused in precisely the same 
position that they would have been in had they been arraigned before the High 
Court at Lahore. Nor could it fairly be said that the accused were prejudiced 
in their defence ; in what was known as the Lahore Leaders’ Case -  over which 
the question primarily arose—no less than thirty counsel appeared for the 
accused. In some of the eases which were decided after Martial Law had 
been withdrawn, outside counsel were heard. There is another matter 
to which reference may be made here, since it has also been represented 
as acting to the prejudice of some of the accused. When towards the 
middle of May the question of the abrogation of Martial Law was under 
consideration, it wa  ̂ pointed out that there were a number of cases still 
under consideration by the Commissions which it would be undesirable to 
withdraw from their purview. An Ordinance (No. VI)* was therefore 
issued on the 27th May, providing that should the application of Regulation X  
of 1804 he cancelled in any district, every trial pending at the time of such can- 
cellation before a Commission appointed as a result of the application of the 
Regulation, should be continued by such Commission, and any accused in such 
trial might be convicted and sentenced as if such cancellation had not tahen 
place. As regards trials commenced before Summary Courts, it provided that 
they should be continued before any competent court which would, save for 
the existence of Martial Law, have had jurisdiction over the case.

•The full title the Mrkrti'il
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The Commissions had before them in all 114 cases, involving 852 
accused. Of these 581 were convicted. The majority of convictions were 
recorded under section 121 of the Indian Penal Code, and the proportion of 
severe sentences was therefore high. 108 persons were sentenced to death, 26o 
for transportation for life, two to transportation for other periods; five were' 
sentenced to imprisonment for ten years, eighty-five for seven years, and 104?* 
for shorter periods.

The circumstances under which a number of officers (mainly magistrates' 
of the 1st class) were authorized to try as Summary Courts minor charges 
connected with offences committed between the 30th March and the date ofi 
Martial Law proclamation, have already been described. Many of these 
offences were serious. Thus in the Chuharkana Sub-division, where three rail
way stations were burnt, railway and canal bridges were destroyed and tele
graphic communications w'ere persistently attacked, only seven cases involving' 
82 persons came before the Commissions. All other cases arising from the 
disorder were disposed of by Summary Courts. The latter, again, tried the 
persons concerned in the abortive attack on the Tarn Taran tahsil. In  Lyall- 
pur district, only one case came before the Commission, and all other cases were 
tried by the Summary Courts. The total number of persons charged before, 
the Summary Courts in the five districts was 1,142, of whom 837 were con
victed, by far the largest number of charges and convictions being in Chuhar-  ̂
kana Sub-Division and Lyallpur. 766'. were sentenced to terms of iinprison-- 
ment, 296 being sentenced to the maximum period of two years, and 233 for a  
period of between one and two years. 51 were sentenced to whipping.

To complete the account of penalties imposed under Martial Lawrmeidion' 
must be made of the communal fine of Rs. 70,00(1 imposed- on- the town of 
Wazirabad, of fines (amounting in each case to half the land revenue) imposed; 
on 5 villages in the Lahore district! and of petty fines aggregating Rs. 36̂  
levied in Amritsar.

It is not unreasonable to ask, and needless to say the question has been 
asked with some insistence, what was the justification for making so elaborate" 
a use of Martial Law administration, and establishing a separate judicial system 
for cases arising out of the disorder, apart from the jurisdiction' of the ordinary 
Criminal Courts. In Amritsar and Lahore the civil authorities had already, on-. 
April 15th, requisitioned the aid of the military and obtained it im sufficient; 
force to crush any active disorder; in Guj ranwala additional'troops were easily 
available on the 16th; in Gujrat and Lyallpur, open disorder had termi
nated some days before Martial Law was declared. Again, assuming that it 
was necessary, in the first instance, to give additional powers to military com
manders, what was the justification for maintaining a special form of military 
administration, long after all signs of disorder had died out ? The narrative o f  
events shows that there was no open disorder after the 20th of A pril; but 
Martial Law administration was only finally removed on June 12th. These 
questions require an answer. As to the initial introduction of Martial Law at  
Amritsar and Lahore; the narrative of events given at some length in a previous 
section of this memorandum supplies a sufficient and an ample justification. J It 
is not necessary to repeat here the evidence which persuaded the supreme 
Government that there was practically open rebellion in these two districts ; 
tdiat the communications were in serious danger, and that a situation had in 
fact arisen with which the civil administration was powerless to cope. The 
existence of such a state of rebellion necessitated not only the practical handing- 
over of the situation, as far as the quelling of disorder was concerned, to the 
military authorities, but the institution of special courts to deal with major 
cases of disorder.. The extraordinary difficulty of speeding up the processes of 
Indian law is sufficiently illustrated, if illu-tration is really required, by the 
course of the Katarpur trial, which though conducted by a special tribunal 
took over seven months to reach its decision. Given the existence of a 
recognized state of rebellion, no responsible administration could have ventured 
to face the task of restoring order without arming itself with special legal.

*InclndIn0 3 aentenced to imprisonment pending the rising of the Court..
t  See page 83.
J See p̂ gea 1Q-J.6..
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process for the speedy trial of rebels, the- proclamation of MaSrtial Law 
in Gnjrat and Lyallpur a somewhat different argument applies. In the one 
case, though disorder of a pronounced type had not been prevalent in the 
district, there had been a marked series of attacks on the main line of com
munications ; in the latte^ case, disorder had subsided in the towns but there was 
grave anxiety regarding the rural areas. In the rural area of the neighbouring 
district of Gujranwala, actual rebellion had been rife ; and in one short length of 
line, three stations had been burnt and two others attacked. But, it may be urged, 
granting that Government had to declare Martial Law in the first instance to 
quell disorder and protect its communications, and granting that this, in the 
first instance at all events, carried with it the necessity for establishing new 
legal processes for trying rebels, what was the justification for authorizing the 
introduction of an intensive system of Martial Law Administration? The 
answer must be, that in order to re-establish order, to safeguard communica
tions, to effect that change of morale which was essential to the restoration of 
civil order, a new type of administration was for a time required. It was 
necessary that it should be in a position to secure unquestioning obedience 
to its orders; and it was inevitable that it should be given summary powers 
of a type which would be impossible in ordinary circumstances. That the 
administration of Martial Law should cause inconvenience to many who 
were not directly concerned in, and did not even sympathise with diwrdeF, 
was inevitable; bnt it is eqnally clear that it succeeded, and with a speed 
that must be its best justification, in restoring an atmosphere of law 
and order in the proclaimed districts^ The district accounts Lahore emd 
Amritsar will show that substantial relaxation was made in the stringency of 
Martial Law Regulations as soon as this was felt to be possible. But for the 
outbreak of war with Afghanistan, the whole of the restrictions- imposed might 
have been removed at an earlier date. That war* was in itself due in no small 
part to*the encouragement offered to the Ainir by news of the disturbances in 
the Punjab, and the situation demanded that there should be no suspicion that 
a return to sucli conditions was possible. The administration of Mhrtial Law 
was finally withdrawn on dates between the 28th of May and the 11th June; 
except as regards Railway lands. I t  was finally withdrawn from those on the 
25th August.
------------------------- --------------------------------------------- --- ----------u--------------------------------------------------- J

* A Parliamontary White Paper is quoted in the Pioneer of October 2nd, 1919, an showing that in the 
course of a Firman, dated the 4th Mav, AitaannUah repeated for the benefit of his Euhjecta the untruthu that we^ 
being propagated in India about the Bowlatt legislation. “ Fractichlly all, Muhammadan or Hindu," he said, 
" have remained sincere and faithful to GoTemment and proved themselTea to he loyal Subjects; hut the; hatn
been rewarded by all kinds of cruelty and injustice affecting their religion, honour and m ^ e s t j ................Thq
account receiTcd of these injustices shows that no body, whether Hindu or Muhammadan, will hare any: 
right'to own either his land or his property or power to speak ; nor may more than three men stand together 
m one place; nor may they go to their isaosques, nor Hindus to their temples. If  they do go there u d  
assemble together they will he punished at the mere word of the Criminal Investigation Department, and without 
any investigation of the matter.” I t  adds that evidence of the connection between the agitators and the 
invaders is also contained in a telegraphic report from Sir George Boos-Eeppel giving from an Afghan soum 
an outline of what the Afghan plan of campaign was to be, and. concluding: “ At the same moment riota 
immobilising trp^s will break out all over India.” A manifesto was discovered at Thai said to have been 
issued by the “ Provisional Government of India.” The following extract is typical: " A compact has been 
entered into with the forces of invasion by the Provisional Government. Your real interests wonld oe destroyed 
by fighting against invaders. You should therefore not do this, hut rather use every possible means to kill 
British, continue to tear up railways, and cut down the telegraphs, and refuse to help the British with men 
and money, supply the armies of the invaders with provisions. Thus shall you earn peace at their hands and 
earn sanads of honour." The documents published in the White Paper also prove that attempts. Wane u ^ e  te. 
tamper with the loyalty of Indian troops. On the 7th May the A^han Postmaster wrote a letter to Amanulla: 
in the course of which he informed the Amir that “ Sikh rsgiuients - have assured-. Hikdus that they loiak 
lisaleiiw as. brethyau, and will net fim uppu theua."
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SECTION IV,

Civil Abministbatiok.
JPart A.—The Period o f ihe Disturbances.

The nature of the steps taken by the Civil Administration to meet the dis
orders of April has already been indicated in the. previous sections, and further 
details will be found in the detailed district accounts. It is not proposed here 
to detail purely administrative measures such as the recall of officers from leave, 
or the duplication of civil staff in the disturbed areas ; but it is necessary to refer 
to certain measures of an exceptional nature taken to deal with the agitation and 
disorder.

Early in the course of the agitation it was found necessary to take 
notice of the publication of newspaper criticisms of a violent or inflammatory 
nature. The editor of the Waqt, Amritsar, was warned on account of 
an article published in his issue of the Iflth February, and early in 
March an order under the Defence of India Uules was issued against 
Habib Shah (formerly of the Naqqashj Calcutta) directing him to refrain 
from writing on politics or addressing any public meeting. On the 7th 
af March the security of the was at the instance of the local Govern
ment, raised by the District Magistrate to Rs. 2,000. On the 31st March an 
order had been issued requiring the editor of the W aqt of Amritsar (Dina 
Nath)* to submit the whole of his paper to precensorship, and the paper ceased 
publication in consequence- On the 11th April, following on the disturb
ances at Amritsar and Lahore, a notice was issued under the Defence of India 
Rules, to all papers requiring them to submit to preeensorship articles or 
news referring to the disorder. It has been suggestedf that this order 
did not apply to Anglo-Indian papers; it was, however, applied to all- papers 
without discrimination. On the 12th the Partapt (which was afterwards 
prosecuted for the tone of its articles during the previous week) was ordered 
to submit the whole of its matter to precensorship; it ceased publication and 
has not since appeared. The Parkash, owned and edited by tiie same person, also 
ceased but reappeared at the end of June. Shortly afterwards a number of 
extra-provincial papers (the -Congress, Vijaya, Inqilab (defunct) of Delhi, the 
Medina and Al-KhaiU of Bijnor, and the Independent of Allahabad) were 

- excluded from entrance to the Punjab. The orders were for sometime held in 
abeyance in regard to the surviving Delhi papers {Congress and Vijaya) so long 
as they were being compulsorily precensored by the Delhi administration. 
Subsequently both ceased to appear until September when they were revived. 
Their exclusion still continues. At subseqiient dates a number of Lahore papers 
were ordered to submit the whole of their matter to precensorship; namely the 
New Herald (15th April), Aftab Leader (19th), Arya Gazette (22nd)
and Siyasat (25th). The Siyasat and New Herald thereon suspended publica
tion, but the former subsequently re-appeared; a few days after the issue of the 
■orders requiring preeensorship of news regarding the disorders, the Tribune 
and Punjabee suspended publication. The former re-appeared in July and the 
latter has not since re-appeared. Early in May, orders were issued extending 
the exclusion order to the Qaum (defunct) of Delhi, the Hamdam and 
Akhuwwat of Lucknow, the Swadesh of Gorakhpur and the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika  of Calcutta; directions were issued to the District Magistrates for th« 
increase of the security of the Punjabee and Tribune; and instructions were 
issued for the prosecution§ of the editor of the Vakil for an objectionable article 
in its issue of April 9th but the prosecution was waived subsequently. The 
general orders requiring the submission to preeensorship of all news regarding 
the disorder were withdrawn on the 24th of May, but the orders of complete 
preeensorship directed against the seven newspapers already mentioned remained 
in force. The case of two editors (the Tribune and Partap) came before the 
Martial Law Commission; the former was sentenced to 2 and the latter to 1^ year’s

* Aftenrarlg prosecuted. See Martial Law Coiomission (ader 6th June 1919,
t  m v  India, Madras, 16th April 1919.
X Martial Law Commission Case, decided Yth June 1919, file Mo. 69;
I  The ease wee suheequently dropped on the aprdogy of tite editor.

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



SI

nuprisomneiit (bdth being redooed by Gh)Teminent to 8 months). The precea- 
sorship order in regard to the Aftah and the exclusion order regarding the 
Leader were withdrawn in August; the remaining orders are still in force, 
but as three of the papers are d^unct only the Siyaeat and Arya Gazette are 
actually affected. At the same time the orders issued in 19lb-excluding the 
Nets India and Commonweal from the Punjab were withdrawn. At the end of 
August the Yasrab (a new incarnation of the Medina) was excluded.

B-eference has been made elsewhere to the orders issued to Dr. Satyapal 
•of Amritsar (29th March) and to Dr. Kitohlew, Pandit Kotu Mai, Dina Nath 
and Swami Annubhara Nand of Amritsar (April 4th) prohibiting them from 
speaking in public ; also to the deportation of Dr. Kitchlew and Dr. Satyapal 
from Amritsar on the 10th of April. On the 14th April Lalas Harkishan Lai, 
Bam Bhaj Datt and Duni Chand were deported from Lahore; all these 
were subsequently tried and convicted by a Martial Law Commission. On 
the 18th April the Government «f India empowered* all Commissioners in 
the Punjab to authorize complaints to be made in respect of offences prescribed 
in Rule 25 (1) of the Defence of India Rules committed within their jurisdiction, 
*nd this authority was subsequently extended to all District Magistrates. 
On the 19th April, the local Governmentt issued a notification empowering 
all District Magistrates under Rule 12 of the Defence of India Rules, 1915, 
to prohibit or limit access to any building under the control of Government. 
On the 2nd May, the Government of India, at the instance of the local Govern
ment, added a new Rule 12-A A  to the Defence of India Rules, 1915, in order 
to give authority to any officer of Government especially autliorized in that 
behalf to arrest without warrant any person against whom a reasonable suspieidn 
existed that he was promoting rebellion against the authority of Government; 
and by notifications, dated the 8thy' and 9th of May the local Government 
extended! fbis authority to all Commissioners, District Magistrates, and Superin
tendents of Police.

The special section of the Police Act (section 15-A) enabling compensa
tion to be recovered for damage done by rioting or disturbance was applied§ to 
a large number of districts between the 15th and 21st April. Ihwas held|| that 
the provisions of this section should not be deemed to sanction the recoveries 
by way of levies of the cost of military operations, additional fortifications 
and bonuses to troops and polioe, or to cover the imposition of levies on com
munities in lieu of punitive police, for which separate provision is made 
in the Police Act.^ In the Lahore, Gujranwala and Amritsar districts the 
amounts claimed as compensation under the Act were very large. In Lahore a 
sum of Rs. 3,07,505 has been assessed. In Gujranwala Rs. 6,03,420 has been 
assessed on account of damage to Government property and private claims for a 
total of approximately Rs. 66,000 are under inquiry. Property to the value of 
Rs. 8,20,000 was alleged to have been destroyed in the fireat the goods shed but 
claims have only been put in for Rs. 62,000 and it has been decided not to 
entertain any further claim on this account. In Amritsar claims to the amount 
of Rs. 11,14,462 have been passed. The claims of the National and Chartered 
Banks for approximately 29 and 1^ lakhs are still under examination.

In other districts the amounts claimed are comparatively trifling. In 
Gurdaspur, JuUundur and Lyallpur claims have been admitted to the value of 
Rs. 1,580, Rs. 150 and Rs. 2,900, respectively, while in R oht^  and Gujrat 
claims for Rs. 100 and Rs. 165 are under consideration.

Under section 15 of the Police Aet, 19 Punitive Police Posts have been 
sanctioned, in most cases for two years, at a  total annual cost to the localities 
concCTned of Rs. 3,05,659. Of this amount Rs. 1,08,750 and Rs. 82,871 are

^ f  GoTemment of Indi* telegnniB Kog. 597 and 622, d a t^  the 18th .and the 20th May 1919- 
(.Punjab GoTcrnment Ijotification No- 11362, dated the 26th April 1919.

tPunjah Goremment Notification No. 10550, dated 19th April 1919-
4- r Goremment of India Notifications Nos. 801 and 805, dated 2nd May 1919.

I  Punjab Goyeramenit Notifications No. 12702, dated 8th Mly and No- 12813, dated 9th May 1919.
IFusjab  Goyemment Notifications N«. 10223, dated 15tb, No. 10518, dated 17th-and No. 10771, 

dated 21gt A-Pfil-
llPnnjab Goremment letter No. 955-S[. W., dated Ifh  June 1919.
•^Under section 15. For action taken under this section see below.
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chargeable to Lahore and Amritsar Cities, respeetively, irhile- a total of 
fis. 7,137 is payable by other localities in the Amri^ar district. Gujranwala 
City pays Bs. 11,672 and the district including Sheikhupura a total of 
Bs. 29,759. Gujrat City pays Bs. 14,755 and Jalalpar Jattan (G u j^  district)' 
Bs. 7,862. Three localities inLyallpur are chargeable Tr;ith a total of Bs. 18,859,. 
while Gurdaspur district pays Bs. 21,580. Nakodar (Jullundur district) payS' 
Bs. 4,192 and Ehidwali Sanghi (Bohtak district) Bs. 3,218.

B .—The period subsequent to withdraical d f Martial Law.

It may be of advantage to note briefly some aspects of civil administra
tion subsequent to the wilJidrawal of Martial Law. The first point which 
calls for attention is the action taken by the Local Government to review a 
number of the sentences imposed by the Martial Law Commissions, and the 
Summary Courts. The policy underlying the action thus taken was explained 
in a speech delivered by the Lieutenant-Governor in the Imperial Legislative 
Council on September 10th. The keynote of tbe policy was, he said, the desire 
to refrain from anything savouring of vindictiveness and to do all in the 
power of Government, even at some risk of untoward results, to ease the ten
sion arising from the events of April. The Martial Law Commissions had in a 
large number of cases no power to pass-any lesser sentence than transportation 
for life ; and Sir Edward Maclagan emphasized the fact that though he had not  ̂
in his examination of the cases, found any reason for impugning the substantial 
accuracy of the courts’ findings, he had considered it advisable to exercise clem
ency in regard to the sentences passed- It may be here noted that at an earlier 
stage the Local Government had, in pursuance of the same policy, interposed with 
a view to prevent the institution of cases in excess of the obvious requirements; 
of the situation. On June 6th, 1919, instructions were issued to all districts in 
which Martial Law had been proclaimed forbidding the institution of magis*- 
terial or police inquiries into any case without the express sanction of the* 
District Magistrate, who was required to report the grant of any such sanction, 
to the Commissioner and was further instructed to grant sanction in serious 
cases only. On June 16th a further order was issued with special reference to- 
Amritsar under which any person voluntarily restoring property stolen during 
the disturbances of April lOth was to be immune from prosecution except in  
cases where the District Magistrate had reason to believe that he had personally 
been a member of the unlawful assembly in the course of which the property 
had been stolen.

The result of the review by the Local Government of sentences; passed 
was as follows :—

Of the 108 death sentences passed by the Commissions, 23* only have* 
been maintained. Of the remaining 85 sentences, 23 have been commuted to* 
transportation for life, 26 to rigorous imprisonment for 10 years, 14 to 7 years, 
one to 6 years, 10 to 5 years, and 11 to periods ranging from one to 
four years. As regards commutation of the sentences of transportation for 
life, only two out of the 265 sentences have been wholly maintained. 
In 5 cases Government ordered immediate release of the convicts while the 
remaining 258 sentences were commuted to terma of imprisonment, which in 
two cases only were for 10 years, the remainder ranging from one year to sevem 
Two sentences of transportation for 14 and 10 years, respectively, were 
reduced to 3 years’ imprisonment. One-hundred and ninety-one effective 
sentencesf of imprisonment were passed by the Commissions. In 53 cases only 
was the sentence allowed to stand in fu ll} in 2 cases the convicts were released, 
and in 136 cases reductions were ordered,, the average periods of sentence before 
and after reduction being approximately 5 |  and I f  years, respectively. Coming, 
to the sentences passed by Summary Courts appointed to try offences under the 
ordinary law committed between March 30th and the proclamation of Martial 
Law, it has been noted on page 28 that 766 sentences of imprisonment were

* In  6 of these cases execution has been stayed pending decision of appeals to the Privy Connoil..

t  Ignoring 3 sentences till the rising of the Ck>i;rt.

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



31(A)

passed by these courts. 186 of the persons affected were released by Gotrem- 
ment and 428 reductions of sentence were ordered, the reduction being in almost 
every case^to half the original term. Sentences imposed by Area Officers and 
other officers appointed to try offences against Martial Law were not reviewed 
individually, but 29 of the persons still confined under sentence of imprisonment 
passed by these Courts, whose offences were not in the opinion of the Local 
Government tantamount to serious offences under the ordinary criminal law, 
have been released under orders of the Government of India.*

The results following the introduction of Martial Law were subject to a 
vigorous criticism in many Indian newspapers; it is noticeable, however, that 
the bulk of such criticisms have come not from the Punjab, but from the United 
Provinces, and other parts of India. In July two leading members of 
the All-India Congress Committee toured through the districts in which. 
Martial Law was proclaimed, and the-material collected by them in the course 
of their tour formed'the subject of a number of attacks relating to details of 
Martial Law .administration. These attacks were renewed in the meeting of the 
Imperial Legislative Council which took place in September. A very large 
number of questions were put before Government asking for statistics regarding 
punishments awarded, and the like, and for details relating to particular incidents. 
On the 10th September the Hon’ble Pandit Madan Malaviya moved n Resolu
tion asking for the appointment of a Royal Cemmissien, consisting of gentle
men unconnected with the Indian administration, to enquire into the canses 
of the disturbances and the propriety of the measures adopted in dealing 
with them ; with power to annul or modify sentences passed by the Com
missions or Magistrates. The Council was, however, in possession of the 
facts regarding the steps already taken by Government to institute an en-' 
quiry into the history of the disturbances, and the Resolution received the 
support of only five non-official members; it was negatived without a division. 
On the 18th September the Government introduced a Bill “ to indemnify 
officers of Government and other persons in respect of certain acts done 
under Martial Law.” The Hon’ble Menaber, Home Department, in introducing 
the Bill took the opportunity to announce that Government had arranged that 
all sentences, other than those passed by the Commissions, should be examined' 
by two Judges of the High Court, one Indian and one European, in order that 
they might recommend either to the Viceroy or to the Lieutenant-Governor, as - 
the case might be, such action as they considered desirable. An amendment 
was proposed by the Hon’ble Mr. Kamini Kumar Chanda, suggesting the 
postponement of the Bill until the submission of the Report ^  the Committee 
of Enquiry; the debate on the amendment lasted for two days, but it was finally 
negatived without a division and leave to introduce the Bill was formally 
accorded on the 19th. On the 24th September the Bill was taken into con
sideration, and after a considerable number of amendments had been negatived, 
was finally passed on the following day.

* Gorernment of India, Iloni* Department, letters-No. l964, dated 17tl Sej tcmier 1919, and- So.- 21C1,, 
dated 8th Qototer 1919.
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Ambala D istbicx.

The agitation against the Bowlatt Act produced but little excitement 
in this district, and such demonstrations as occu-rred were of a mild character. 
Ambala Cantonment and Ambala City are the only towns of any siiie; tbe 
other towns in the district are little more than large villages, and the popula
tion generally—except in one Tahsil—is /of a weak and unenterprising 
type. The attitude of the few landholders in the district was from the first 
unmista3ceable. There is evidence that a certain amount of pressure was 
exerted from outside—notably from Delhi—to induce proofs of sympathy with 
the agitation; but it had little practical effect in the district.

No demonstration took place on the 30th March, but meetings were 
held in Ambala City on the 2nd and 3rd in order to promote a hartal on the 6th. 
The result was a partial success only, as by midday only half the shops were 
closed and they opened again in the course of the afternoon. The movement 
was somewhat more vigorously pressed in the Bupar Tahsil, where the Arya 
Samaj society took a leading part in it. But the campaign resulted only in a 
partial closing of the shops in Bupar on April 6th, and Manimajra on the 
14th; in other small towns the traders refused to give it practical support.

On the 11th April the news of Mr. Gandhi’s exclusion from the Punjab 
caused a further attempt to organize a hartal, but this also was unsuccessful, 
and a meeting of leading residents and legal practitioners of Ambala City,, 
assembled by the District Magistrate on the 12th, pledged itself to assert its 
influence for the maintenance of confidence and tranquillity. Prom that date 
there was no public demonstration in Ambala City, but the traders in the 
Cantonment acting, it is said, on pressure from Delhi and Lahore, observed a 
complete hartal on the 13th. At a meeting held on that date resolutions were 
passed containing a strong attack on Government. Shortly after this telegraph 
wires were cut on the railway near Barara Station, the only instance of 
wire cutting in the district. In the middle of the month a delegation of 
Delhi butchers visited Ambala Gity, and endeavoured to stop cow-killing, and 
an emissary of Swami Shraddhanand also arrived from D elhi; in neither 
case was their reception encouraging. Towards the end of April, the authori
ties allowed the annual Pankah Pair to be held ; it was numerously attended, 
and no excitement of a political nature was observable. On the 19th and 
22nd April there were two cases of incendiarism in the Pioneer Lines at Ambala 
Cantonment, but it is by no means certain that this was the act of agents 

• outside the regiment.
The uneventful progress of the movement rendered it unnecessary to take 

any unusual measures to protect the public peace. Neither the Seditious 
Meetings Act nor the socia l provisions of the Police Act were extended to the 
district; but it was considered advisable to organize village patrols for the 
protection of the railway lines, and the more important railway bridges were 
guarded by troops. No prosecutions were undertaken. ‘
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Aubixsak DiSTSicrr.

The record of Lahore is of importance because it is the political head- 
- quarters of the province; the record of events at Amritsar is of even greater 
importance, since it was here that the general agitation against the Act first 
took an acute form, and eventually resulted in the gravest disorder. Elsewhere 
the judges who sat on the various Martial Law Commissions* were unable to 
assign an earlier date than April 10th as that on which the agitation assumed 
a criminal character ; in the ease of Amritsar they decided that there was a 
cdnspiracy of a criminal nature in existence on the 30th March. Not only 
is this the case, but it is clear that the outbreaks at Lahore, Gujranwala and 
Kasur were directly due to the previous occurrence of such outbreaks at 
Amritsar.

The precedence taken by Amritsar in both agitation and disorder was 
due to special causes peculiar to that city: I t is the chief distributing agency 
for piece goods in Northern India, and the piece-goods traders had been 
peculiarly affected by the difficulties arising from the war> There had been* 
great variations in price and much speculation ; the piece-goods trade, more 
perhaps than any other, had felt the enhancement due to the strict control of 
railways in the interests of military tradic. They had many Marwari con
nections, and the Marwaris alike in Bombay, Delhi and Calcutta have fof 
the last two years shown an unusual and somewhat surprising sympathy with 
political agitation,! The wholesale grain merchants -  and Amritsar is also 
an important centre of speculative dealing in grain—had been adversely 
affected by the orders restricting export from the Punjab, and by tfie 
purchases by Government on the public account in November and Decem
ber of 1918. Both classes of traders were feeling the effects of the new 
Income-tax Act and the more searching methods of enquiry into the returns of 
income. So much for the wealthier members of the community ; there were 
other causes which affected the lower strata of the population. The city 
contains a considerable number of Kashmiri Muhammadans, who gave a 
ready ear to the efforts made to arouse Islamic feeling to open sympathy with 
Turkey and with the propaganda for the protection of the Holy Places. 
And there was finally a factor which, if it may seem unimportant in 
itself, yet undoubtedly had a considerable share in providing the material 
from which the forces of disorder Avere recruited. The municipal elections 
had been held in January 1919, and had roused much excitement. So keen 
had been the competition, that candidates had organized the bad character.s 
of the town into regular bands, and the captains of these bands were every
where conspicuous in the acts of violence and pillage on the 10th April.

These causes mainly affected the town population; they were not 
such as would in themsglves have much direct influence on the rural areas. 
Though (as subsequent narrative will show) many of the villagers in the 
neighbourhood gave way to disorder, this was not until the widespread 
violen.ce of the 10th April had led them to believe that the administration of 
law and order had broken down. It was only in the natural order of things 
that they should then seize the opportunity for pillage. The large crowds 
of villagers which had assembled for the Baisakhi Horse fair on the 10th did 
not as a whole take any part in the disorder, but individual members came 
in subsequently to share in the loot of banks and piece-goods godowns. 
There were a considerable number of peasants present at the Jallewalian Bagh 
meeting of the 13th but they were there for other than political reasons. In  
short, beyond the natural desire for pillage where occasion seemed to present 
itself, the agricultural classes were not affected by the unrest.

The history of the agitation dates back further even than in the 
case of Lahore. The fact that the meeting of the All-India Congress 
Committee of 1919 was to be held at Amritsar had brought into promi
nence the local Congress Committee (founded in 1917), and the account 
of events t in Multan district Avill show the interest which that CommitteeJ 
took in extending the sphere of its political activities. There was particular

*Martial Law Commiaaion oaae, decided 6tb July 1919, file No. 113i
t<^>peeeh of tite Gorernor of Bengil, dated 13tli April 1919. 
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;«axlet7 to bring the Punjab peasant into the Congress moTement, and earlj 
in  the day the Committee decided to remit all delegates’ fees in the case of 
-agriculturalists. The Committee was not in itself an * extreme ’ body.
When Amritsar was faced with the prospect of actual disorder, many - 
members of the Committee interested themselves in deprecating agitation ; but 
there were extremist members, such as Pr. Kitchlew and Dr. Satyapal, to 
whom counsels of moderation did not appeal. As early as August 1018, 
Dr. Kitchlew had made himself conspicuous as the advocate of a policy which 
should ensure that, to use his own words, “ even the English would not be 
allowed to land in India without the orders of Indians.” It was he and 
Dr. Satyapal who had later on been successful—or had at all events claimed 
the credit for success—in a local agitation which arose out of the objec
tion of the Railway authorities to allow platform tickets at Amritsar 
Railway Station. The ordinary leaders of the Committee among others had 
complained, and nothing had been done ; it was to an open agitation conducted 
by these two men that the town attributed the withdrawal of the Railway 
authorities from their position, though the concession had been given on 
its merits, and on the advice of the district authorities. A meeting was held 
by the Committee on the ^Ist January in which resolutions were passed about 
the fate of Constantinople; on Eebruary 6th was held the first meeting of 
protest against the Rowlatt Bill. Speakers from Lahore came down on 
February 9th, and the same subject was dealt with. There was a mass 
meeting of Muhammadans on February 13th, addressed by Dr. Kitchlew. 
On the 21st February the Muhammadans held another meeting which dealt 
with the Holy Places, and at which the Hindu Dr. Satyapal spoke; similar meet
ings, again addressed by Dr. Satyapal, iverelield on the 22nd and 23rd February. 
On February 26th the opportunity of a public meeting to consider the opening 
of cheap grain shops was taken by Dr. Kitchlew to lay the blame of 
the high prices on Government, TOd to make the unfounded assertion 
that grain which was being acquired by Government under tlie Defence, of 
India Rules was being exported to Europe. Another meeting to protest 
against the Rowlatt Act was held on February 28th. After the passing of 
the Rowlatt Act there was apparently a short pause to see what was being done 
at the headquarters of the mo\iement against it. It was on March 23rd that the 
first meeting was held to support the Passive Resistance movement, but it was 
not disclosed what line the movement would take. This appeared at a meeting 
of the 29th in which a bartal was declared for the following day. The tone of 
the speeches at these meetings had been growing higher and higher; and when 
■afterwards the Martial Law Commission came to deal with the case of Drs. Kitch
lew and Satyapal, they stated it as their conviction that their speeches* were 
” calculated to bring, and made with the intention of bringing, the Government 
established by law in British India intb hatred and contempt.” The violence 
of the political campaign at Amritsar had attracted the attention of the local 
Government, and on the 29th March an order was passed under the Defence of 
India Rules forbidding Dr. Satyapal to speak in public. The hartal announced 
for the 30th was duly observed, and was unexpectedly supcessful; the whole 
business of the city was stopped, but no disorder resulted. Next day 
brought the news of the riots at Delhi, I t  seeifts to have been felt by those 
behind the movement that there was a danger of a premature explosion, as one 
Bwami Satya Deo, a follower of Mr. Gandhi, came down on Api’il 2nd to lecture 
on “ Soul Force.” He preached abstention from violence, and even from holding 
pqblic meetings till the time should come when Mr. Gdndhi should ijssue his 
Satyagraha manifesto. On April 4th orders were served on Dr. Kitchlew, Dina 
Nath, Swami Annubhava and Pandit Kotu Mai not to speak in public.

It was, after this, doubtful if there would be another hartal on April 
6th. The local Congress Committee, alarmed apparently by the events at Delhi, 
declared against it, and the District Magistrate was assured by a meeting of 
the chief citizens on April 5th that it would not take place. It was not until 
the evening of the same day that certain of the leaders decided that it should 
be held. The rapidity with which a demonstration' of this nature can be 
organized — given the previous existence of a suitable atmosphere—is proved

* M utid L»w cue, decided July 1919, file Na*113.
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hj tlie fact that when the hartal was duly held next day, the 6th April, it was 
as complete as that of the 30th March. There was, however, again no disorder 
or collision with the police, the only disturbing feature being the exhibi
tion of a poster on the Clock Tover, calling on the people, of Amritsar to 
“ die and kill. ” Though no disorder occurred, a state of tension undoubtedly 
existed and a private meeting was held on the 7th to consider the continuation 
of the hartal.* The previous course of the agitation had been pronounced, and 
the Lahore press was interesting itself in keeping the excitement alive by all 
means in its power. The district authorities took no steps to interfere with the 
celebration of the annual Earn Naumi festival of April 9th. Though it is a 
purely Hindu festival, it was on this occasion here (as elsewhere) * celebrated 
by Hindus and Muhammadans alike. There was much public ^atemizationr 
Hindus drinking out of vessels held by Muhammadans ; for the usual cries in 
honour of Hindu deities, the crowd substituted shouts for Hindu-Muhammadan 
unity and for Gandhi. At the same time there was no hostility or even dis
courtesy exhibited to Europeans, who moved freely among the crowd, as they 
had done in the hartal of the previous Sunday.

It was at this juncture that the Local Government, which had been con
sidering the effect of the speeches of Hr. Kitchlew and Hr. Satyapal, decided 
on their internment under the Hefence of India Rules, and conveyed orders t»  
this effect to the Histrict Magistrate. The justification for their action is the 
subsequent judgment of the Martial Law Commission that they were among 
the prime movers in a “ conspiracyt having as its object the dissemination of 
sedition. ” It has been argued that such action, taken at such a time, was 
directly provocative. It is difficult to accept this charge. In  the great 
majority of towns in >the Punjab there had been a hartal on the 6th, and no 
disorderj had followed. The Lahore pa ||rs, while interested in maintaining the 
general excitement, had quoted the ge i^ a l course of the demonstration on the 
6th as reflecting credit both on the character of the crowds and of Government. 
There was admittedly a state of tension ; there was also a reasonable certainty 
that such tension w'ould lead to further agitation •, and .the continuance of 
agitation was likely to have very undesirable consequences — given the character 
of the people in the central Punjab—on the rural areas. This was the danger 
which the Local Government had to consider. The disabling orders passed on 
Kitchlew and Satyapal had not prevented them (as the proceedings of the 
Conunission afterwards showed) from continuing to direct the movement for 
agitation ; and a fair estimate of the probabilities seems to indicate that their 
removal was far more likely to disorganize an agitation rapidly growing danger
ous, than to lead to open disorder. The case was almost exactly parallel 
with that of Lajpat Eai and Ajit Singh in 1907.

The Histrict Magistrate when informed of these orders on the evening 
of the 9th, did not anticipate any local disurbance other than a possible demon
stration in the Civil Lines. His estimate of the situation was based on the fact 
that during the hartal of the 6th, and even during the excitement of the Ram 
Naumi on the 9th, there had been no tendency to violence, and no demonstra
tion of open hostility to authority. In order to prevent crowds demonstrating 
in the civil station, it was decided to prevent them crossing the railway line ; 
three European Magistrates were sent to the main crossings, which were piquet- 
ted by mounted troops and police ; there had for some days been a piquet at the 
Railway Station. A force of British infantry was kept in reserve in 
the Bambagh Gardens. Arrangements were also made for collecting the 
residents in the Civil Station if real danger threatened ; but since it was 
anticipated that the trouble, if it occurred, would be only in the direction of 
the Civil Lines, it was not thought necessary to issue any special warning to 
bankers and others whose business took them to the city.§ It was thought that 
the peace of the city would be sufficiently safeguarded by a force of 75 arm ^ police 
under an Indian Ifeputy Superintendent in the Central Police Station. Hrs. 
Kitchlew and Satyapal were brought to the Histrict Magistrate’s house at 
10 A.M., on the morning of the 10th ■without any disturbance being created, and 
at 10-30 were sent off to Hharamsala in motor cars; About noon crowds

* M utial Law ease, decided 6th Jn lj  1919, page 3. 
t  Martial Law case, decided 6th May IttlO, page 2.
^ See pages 110-13.
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began to collect in the city and a telephonic message was received that they 
were moving towards the Civil Lines. Up to this point therefore the anticipa
tions of the local authorities were correct; and it may further be noted tliat the 
crowd passed several Europeans on the way but did not molest them. At 12-30 
the District Magistrate found that tlie crowd, finding itself checked at tlie Hall 
Gate Bridge, was angrily opposing the small piquet stationed there: the piquet 
was ston^, but the arrival of mounted supports held the crowd temporarily. 
The District Magistrate rode off to summon military assistance; in his absence 
the mounted troops were again pressed back and heavily stoned, and the first class 
Magistrate, who had written instructions to deal with any crowd attempting to 
pass this point as an unlawful assembly, called on the troops to open fire. A small 

^number of rioters were killed jmd wounded. A body of police soon after arrived, 
together with reinforcements of troops, and the crowd was driven back on the 
railway line, but'not before the infantry had been again obliged to fire. Up to 
this point the casualties in the crowd had been small.

Simultaneously with, or immediately after this, the crowd repulsed from 
the crossing had attacked the Telegraph Office and destroyed the Telephone 
Exchange, but before they'could do further damage were beaten off by a 
detachment of the Kailway piquet which had been sent forward by the 
Officer Commanding at the Kailway Station; the Telegraph Master was 
actually rescued by a Jamadar of the 54th Sikhs while in the grip of the crowd. 
Another part of the crowd turned to the goods yard where they did con
siderable damage and there, in the words of the Martial Law Commission 
“ caught and brutally murdered Guard Kobinson.”* They also chased the 
Station Superintendent, but were turned back by the station piquet. The 
Station Superintendent had the initiative to detain a detachment of the 
l/9th  Gurkhas, about 260 strong, who were in a passing train. They were 
unarnied except with Kukria but formed a useful Edition to the piquet at the 
Kailway Station.

Meanwhile another section of the mob, joined by part of the mob repulsed 
at the crossing, had broken out in violence inside the city itself. Though the 
accounts given at tke various trials place most of these events approximately at 
the same time, viz., between 1 and 2 P.M. it would appear that the events now 
to be narrated followed, and did not precede, the repulse of the crowd at the 
Hall Gatd Bridge. Led by two Hindus who were,- as the Commission noted, 

known as the lieutenants of Kitchlew and Satyapal,”f  a mob attacked the 
National Bank, murdered Mr. Stewart, Manager and Mr. ^Scott, Assistant 
Manager, sacked and burnt the Bank, and looted the godown which contained 
cloth and other goods to the value of several lakhs of rupees. The Commission 
describes the murder as “ brutal” ; it appears that the Manager and his 
Assistant were killed with sticks and that oil was poured on the furniture; 
which, with the bodies, was then set alight. The Chartered Bank was attacked, 
and the door and windows set alight, bnt in this instance the European Manager 
and his Assistant, who had hidden in an upper storey, were rescued by the 
police. The Alliance Bank was also attacked, and the Manager, who had 
attempted to defend himself with a revolver, was murdered. The Commission 
describes the murder as follows

After the mob had sacked the'National Bank an attack was made on the Alliance 
Bank,J and the Manager, Mr. Thompson, was cruelly murdered—his 
assailants even going back a second time, on a rumour that he was still 
breathing, and brutally assaulting him again with^ clubs—and was flung 
from an upper balcony into the street where the body was burnt under a pile 
of Bank furniture drenched in kerosine oil.

The finding of the Commission that this murder followed that 
at the National Bank disposes of the allegation that the violence of the mob 
was due to the action of the Manager of the Alliance Bank in firing his 
revolver.§ It should be noted here that the Commissioners commeutedll 
unfavourably on the inactivity of the force of 75 armed police who, as

^ Guard RobLnson Murder Case, file No. S3, Order, dated 7th June 1919.
t  Martial Law Commission Order, dated 2nd June 1919, file No. 76.
t  Martial Law Commission Order, dated 4th June 1919, file No. 76.
I  Independent, Allahabad, dated 1st May 1919. Viawmitra, Calcutta, 19th April, quoting

Vijaya, Delhi.
II Martial haw Commission Order, dated 5th June 1919, file No. 80,
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shown above, were stationed in the Central Police Station. It was not, thej 
noticed, till the mob had been at its work of destruction for over half an hour 
that a body of 25 constables under a Sub-Inspector was sent across to save the 
Alliance Bank. The Religious Book Society’s Dep6t  and hall were burnt down, 
but the inmates, who were native Christians, escaped. The Town Hall and the 
Sub-Post Office attached to it were fired, and the Sub-Post Offices at the Golden 
Temple, Majith Mandi and Hhab Basti Ram were looted. The Ci^mission 
notes that the mob, when looting these offices,* did so with shouts of “ Oandhi 
hi ja i"  and “ maro luto. ” The Zenana Hospital was entered and every effort 
was made to find Mrs. Easdon, the lady doctor in charge, who however, escaped. 
The evidence given before the Commission shows that the search for her was 
deliberate, and the intentibnf of the crowd obvious. They broke open rooms and 
cup-boards, and after leaving the building once, returned, on information given 
by a disloyal servant, to search for her again.- They only left to  assist in loot
ing the National Bank godown. Mrs. Easdon was finally helped to the house 
of a Sub-Inspector of Police, by a chaprassi, who had remained loyal through 
out and now provided her with an Indian woman’s clothing. Miss Sherwood,^ 
a lady doctor who, as the Commission noted, “ had for many years been working, 
in the city and was greatly respected ” was brutally assaulted. It is worth 
giving the details, since at a meeting of the Bombay Provincial Congress 
Committee and All-India Home Rule League§ this occurrence was describe as  

a petty assault on a woman.”
When she was bicycling from one of her schools to another she encountered a mob- 

which raised cries of ‘ Kill her, she is English.' She wheeled round and tried 
to escape, but took a wrong turning and had to retrace her steps. She: 
reached a lane where she was well-known, and thought she would be safe but 
the mob overtook her and she was also attacked from the  front. Being, hit 
on the head with sticks she fell down but got up. and ran a little way where 
she was again felled, being struck with sticks even when she was on the- 
ground. Again she got up and tried to enter a house, but the door was 
slammed in her face. Falling from exhaustion, she ^ a in  struggled to get up,, 
but everything seemed to get dark, and she thought she had become blind.

The evidence deals only with a part of what occurred. The witnesses who are parti
cularly good and have been entirely unshaken in cross-examination prove that 
towards the end of the chase she was seized by Ahmad Bin, who seized her 
dress and throw her down. His brother, Jilla, pulled off her hat. Then 
Mangtu, Mela, Mangta, alia» Gidder, Lai Chand, struck her with their 
She got up and staggered on till Wilayati, caught her by her hair, and having, 
knocked bier down took off his shoe and gave her five or six blows on the head. 
She got up and struggled a little further, until she was finally knocked down, 
by Sundar Singh, who struck her on the head with his lathi.

On this the savage- mob which had been shouting ' Victory to Gandhi'  ‘ Victory to  
Kitchlew'  raised the cry ‘ she is dead ’ and passed on,

Miss Sherwood was afterwards picked up by some Hindu shopkeepers, who took her 
to a temporary refuge. She was conveyed out of the city in  the evening 
where the doctor who then attended her thought that she was still bleeding 
profusely from the scalp which was extensively wounded. If  she b?d not 
been treated then her injuries would probably have been fatal. She has siuce 

gone to England in a critical condition.

In the coarse of the afternoon the mob ajso burnt the Indian Christian 
Church, and attempted to fire the Church Missionary Society Girls Normal 
School, II fortunately, as the Commission remarks, without discovering the four 
lady missionaries, who were hidden by the staff. A European Police Inspector 
who had a piquet close by, hastened up with half his piquet and dispersed the 
mob. Pinally the Electrician to the Military Works, Sergeant Rowlands 
was caught near the Rigo Bridge, and murdered. According to the evidence 
before the Commission,^ he was endeavouring to make his way back to the

* Martial Law Commieaipa Older, dated 29th M&y 1919, file No. 70. 

f  Martial Law Commission Order, dated 2nd Jane 1919, file No. 78. 

t  Martial Law Commission Order, dated 31st May 1919, file No. 73.
S “ Bombay Chronicle dated 2nd August 1919.

II Martial Law Commission Order, dated 16th June 1919, file No. 103..

T  Martial Law Commission Order, dated. 27th May 1919, file No. &5.
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jporf Tfhen he Tras met by a crowd, and hie skull battered in. The culprits 
were subsequently found boasting of their offence.

The crowd subsequently made a further attempt to break into the Civil 
Lines, and shortly after 2 P.H., they were fired on again at the Hall Gate 
Bridge, after repeated warnings-from the District Magistrate. There were 
probably about 20 to 30 casualties on this occasion.* But the determina
tion to- violence which- had now seized the mob is shown by the fact 
that, before nightfall, they had made attempts to isolate Amritsar from 
all outside communication. Telegraph wires were cut, and a party set 
out to injure the line terwards Lahore; this was defeated by fire from the 
Bailway Police guard on. the down Calcutta ISlail. Bhagtanwala Biailway 
Station,! about a mile from the Golden Temple, was set on fire and the godown 
looted. Later at night the Chheharta Railway Station^ was attacked by a mob 
of villagers, but these only broke the lamps on the station itself and proceeded 
to b re^  open and loot a goods train standing in the yard. At about 10 f .k . 
some 400 re-inforcements arrived from LaJiore; the city v̂ as entered and at 
midnight the Central Police Station was visited in order to remove from it 
certain Europeans who had taken refuge there. The Commissioner of th6 
Division, who had arrived in the afternoon, in view of the serious nature of 
the disorder, told the Officer Commanding the Troops that he was “ to consider 
himself in charge of the military situation and take whatever steps he thought 
necessary to re-establish civil control.*'

On the morning of the 11 th precautionary measures were- taken to

Srevent any trouble over the burial of the rioters killed whom the leaders 
esired to bury in the Jallewalian Bagh ;§ it was forbidden to make 
any demonstration over them, and these orders were carried out. Further 

re-inforcementa had arrived from Jullundur, and troops were marched into- 
the city in the afternoon, and police investigations were commenced;. 
Indian officials and local notables were at the same time sent out with 
instructions to otganize measures for the protection of order in the villages and 
to compose the minds of the villagers. The District Magistrate circulated 
to several of the leading citizens of Amritsar a notice stating that the troops had 
orders to restore order; that no gatherings would be allowed, and would 
be fired on if they assembled, and warning respectable persons to keep in doors. 
That evening the General Officer Commanding, Jullundur Brigade (Brigadier- 
General R. E. Dyer, C.B.) arrived and took over charge of the military opera
tions. On the following morning a military force was sent round the city to  
prevent a threatened disturbance; the attitude of the people was one of hostility, 
many spitting on the ground and raising insulting cries. During the day 
a small detachment was sent to Tarn Taran where trouble was feared. On the 
force leaving, a body of villagers collected with a view to looting the Tahsil, 
but dispersed on a bold front being shown by the Inspector in charge, a number 
of the assailants being arrested. Late at night the line and telegraph 
wires were cut at Gumanpura between Chheharta and Ehasa and a go<̂ 8 
train derailed. The evidence given before the CommissionH shows that this- 
was due to the instigation of the headman of Sanghna, a village some four 
miles frofh Amritsar, who visited Gumanpura, described the insurrection in the 
city, and urged that^he line should be cut. In the evening a meeting was held 
at Gumanpura which stated that the British Government had been overthrown,. 
and it was decided to cut the railway line. This was done with the assistance 
of railway gangmen who lived close by.

Though the city was now to some e^ent under nnlitary- control, it must 
not be assumed that normal conilitions had been restored. The civil authorities 
state that when out of the sight of the military, the crowd boasted that Govern
ment control was limited to the outside of the city, and the Martial la w  
Commission^ of 5th July 1919, recorded that “ the city was in the hands of the

*In all, only 73 tooiuIb were fired by troops on the lOtb. This does not inolude firing by the police., 
t  Martial Law Commission Order, dated 29lh May 1919, file No. 67.
X Martial Law Commission Order, dated 13th Jane 1919, file No. 101.
§ For Jallewalian Bagh see page 39.
y Mart al Law Commission Order,.dated 10th May 1919, file No. 391 
T  Martial Law Commisaion Order,-dated.5th July 1919, file No. 113..
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insargents till the 13th April/^ Villagers were now pouring into the city, and 
rumours freely circulated in the countryside that the bazars were to be idoted. 
There is little doubt that the peasants of the district, who are not of a type 
which will keep the law unless its guardians show themselves able to enforce 
it, were not so far persuaded that order had been- re-established in Amritsar, 
This fact gives particular importance to the incident which occurred on the 
afternoon of the 13th. In the forenoon the Officer Commanding the, troops, 
Brigadier-General Dyer, had inarched round the city, accompanied by the Dis
trict Magistrate, with the object of giving a clear warning that no meetings were 
to be held; and at every important point the column stopped while this was 
announced by beat of drum. (It may be here noted that the Seditious Meetings 
Act had actually been declar^ in force at 4 a.m. on the 13th.) As it has 
been alleged that insufficient warning was given against the holding of meetings, 
it is well to state that the District Magistrate has categorically stated that 
every possible precaution was taken in this respect and every quarter visited 
.where it was desirable that the announcement should be made. Nor can any
one who knows the speed with which information of this kind is transmittedL in 
Indian cities, have any doubt that all those chiefly concerned were perfectly 
well acquainted with the fact that meetings had been prohibited. It is stated, 
though there is no direct proof of this, that as soon as the troops had passed, a 
counter-proclamation was issued declaring that the British rule was at an end, 
and that the troops would not dare to fire. In spite of the precautions taken, in
formation was received about 4 p.m., that a meeting of about 1,000 persons was 
assembling in the Jallewalian Bagh. This area is not, as its name might denote, 
a garden, but is a sunken space, oblong in shape, and rather over 200 yards in 
length. There are houses on all four sides which project in some places into the 
oblong. There are three,or four passages leading into iVand in certain places 
the boundaty walls are low enough for a man to climb over without difficulty. 
This open space had regularly been used for public meetings. Large assemblies 
had been addressed here by the heads of the agitation on 29th and 30th March’, 
and on the 2nd A pril; a dense mass meeting had assembled here during the 
hartal of the 6th, and had listened to speeches which the Martial Law Com
mission pronounced to be intended to bring Government into hatred and con
tempt ; and after the outrages of the 10th, attempts had been made to bury or 
bum there the bodies of those who had been killed in the rioting. It was not 
a place of interment, but as one witness stated, it was intended that this 
action should ‘ sanctify ’ it. The Martial Law Commission* noted that the 
meeting was organized by Dr. Muhammad Bashir, who had throughoub been 
conspicuous for his inflammatory language, and was sentenced to death as a 
member of a criminal conspiracy. It was addressed* by Dr. Gurbaklish Rai 
and Abdul Aziz who were convicted as members of the same conspiracy, and 
by Brij Goj)i Nath, who was sentenced to transportation for life by a Tribunal 
under the Defence of India Act. It has been alleged that the meeting was a 
fortuitous one, largely attended by villagers who h ^  come in for the Baisakhi 
fair. It is clear that a considerable number of them did attend as spectators; but 
the meeting was clearly not fortuitous, nor was its object anything but seditious. 
It has also been suggested that the villagers were attractedf by a runjour that 
the Chief Khalsa Diwan intended to hold a meeting there^ The Chief Khalsa 
Diwan had issued no such notice, nnd had never held a ineeting in the Bagh.

The District Magistrate had,- when the news was received that the meet
ing was assembling, already left for the Port; the column had returned, and the 
greater part of the force had been disposed in picquets with their necessary 
reserves. The General Officer Commanding hafi received definite authority froin 
the Commissioner “ to take whatever steps were necessary to re-establish civil 
control,” and in pursuance of those orders he considered it his duty to dis
perse a prohibited and unlawful meeting. Without disturbing his arrange
ments regarding picquets and guards, he was not able immediately to provide 
for the purpose a larger force than 60 Indian troops, namely, 25 men of the 
9th Gurkha Rifles, and 26 men of the 54th Sikhs and 59th Rifles, together with

*Maitial Law Commission Order, dated 5th July 1919.
4 ( Leader, Allahabad, dated 4th July 1919.
' l^Indepandent, Allahabad 1st May 1919.
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40 Gurkhas armed onlj -with kukris or kniTes and accompanied by thft 
European Superintendent of Police he took these to the Jallewalian Bagh. 
He had ~with him two armoured cars in reserve, but the lane through which 
he entered -was too narrow to admit them and they were left in the street out
side ; he took no machine gun ^ith him. When he arrived, at about 6 o’clock  ̂
he found that the crowd had swollen to several thousands, and it was being 
addressed by a speaker on a raised platform. His troops deployed on either side 
of the entrance, the ground on which they stood being some feet higher- 
than the general level of the enclosure. He did not order the crowd ta  
disperse, but proceeded to take action to disperse it at once by fire. 1,650 rounds 
were fired, fire being directed on crowds not on individuals, and redirected from 
time to time where the crowds were thickest. The ammunition used was the- 
ordinary '303 army cartridge. On the conclusion of th.e firing the troopa 
retired ; the number of casualties were not counted.

It is alleged that some of the bodies were subseqnmtly plundered either by 
troops or police, but no evidence has come to hand of the truth of this allegation.. 
All the troops and police were under definite command either in picquets or 
otherwise; and subsequent events proved that the discipline observed was strict.
I f there was any plundering, it must have been done by bad characters in the 
city. No accurate calculation can be given of the casualties. It was estimated 
at the time that between two and three hundred nnist have been killed, and a. 
considerable number more wounded. A subsequent enquiry made by the Civil 
authorities, in the course of which the public was invited to give the namea 
of those who had died as the result of the firing, indicated that about 290? 
persons were killed. It was asserted that these included m ^ y  small children, 
but enquiries have only been able to establish the death of one boy under 10- 
and four under 15 years. There was a further allegtdion that two -months 
afterwards a well in the Bagh still contained dead bodies. An examination, 
proved this to be groundless..

Of the immediate effect of this drastic action^ there can be no doubt. 
Beyond an attempted dacoity by the village of Ballarwal* on that of Makhowal 
(which wad beaten off by the villagers of the latter place), and one or two- 
cases of wire cutting, hardly any further disorder occu'rred, and it was notice
able that throughout the district a number of those whose attitude had pre
viously been in doubt a t once came in with offers of assistance to the authorities., 
A resident in the district of over forty years standing, well-known for his. 
devoted work among the lepers at TamTaran, wrote as.follows

' ' I t  was not until April 13th that the people realized that Government was ih- 
earnest and that it was determined to protect them even against their own, 
will. Till then it was generally thought that such scant measures had been 
taken -to bring to justice murderers and rioters that Government was power
less to cope with lawlessness. I t  was -then that bad characters began -to flock 
in from the district for loot and plunder. I t  was only after the Jallewalian, 
Bagh incident that a diSerent opinion began to be held, and a totally different, 
attitude on the part of the people became evident. For some time after I  
toured the Tarn Taran district. . . .  and held vast m atings of villagers to, 
endeavour to pacify them and give them a correct view of things. Dm'ing the 
-time thus spent in the tahsil, I  heard on all sides and from all sorts an|l con-, 
ditions of men that i t  was this incident alone which, bad saved the situation, 
and that is my own private opinion."

Another resident, of over thirty years standingj and equally in a positioiL 
to gauge the feelings of the people wrote that “ I  have no hesitation in saying- 
that, from the evidence I received from naany parts of the Amritsar district, 
that particular punitive incident averted other serious trouble. But for the 
news that reached the villages of the military action in Amritsar, Government 
would have had to face a serious uprising throughout the district during that 
week.” It may, finally, he noted that it is from the date of this occurrence- 
that the Martial Law Commissioners state that the city was released from the  
possession of the mob.
 ̂ 1 ■■■. ■ I . - I . . t I I  ̂ ■ ■ V . . . .  ■ ■ ■ .

* Martial Law Conmission Order, dated 9ih June 1919, file No. 8fi..
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Martial Law waa proclaimed in the district with effect from the 15th 
April.* Actual disturbance was over, but the proclamation afforded a speedy 
and efficient means of restoring normal conditions : nor is it possible that, had 
the civil authorities been confined to the ordinary resources of the Criminal Law, 
they would have been able to deal as quickly and effectively with the investiga
tion into and disposal of the cases arising out of the many outrages commit
ted on .the 10th of April. The actual administration of Martial Law was 
confined to the city: and with the exception of the despatch of a further 
detachment of troops to Tarn Taran and a visit to Bajasansi and Atari. by a 
moveable column (commanded by the General Officer Commanding) no measures 
of a military nature wete undertaken outside the city area. On the 13th, 
that is previous to the formal declaration of Martial Law, <the General Officer 
Commanding had, acting under the authority given him by the Commissioner, 
issued two notices. The first prohibited all meetings, and warned all persons 
that damage to property or incitement to violence would be punished by Martial 
Law; the second prohibited any one from leaving the city without a pass 
and announced that any person found in the street after 8 p .m . would 
be liable to be shot. After the formal declaration of Martial Law, the area came 
within the scope of the Divisional Commander’s Proclamation of the 19th April. 
The administration was in the hands of the General Officer Commanding the 
Jullundur Brigade (General Dyer) assisted by an Area Officer, here called 
the Provost Marshal. A number of supplementary Begulations were issued by 
the Administrator, the majority being contained in a notice dated the 25th 
April. On that date regulations were issued (1) prescribing a Curfew between 
the hours of 10 p .m . and 5 a .m . ;f (2) prohibititig all processions and meetings 
(except funerals and religious ceremonies) of more than 10 persons 
(3) prohibiting violence or obstruction to any person desirous of opening 
his shop arid conducting his business,§ (4) prohibiting, the issue of third or 
intermediate class tickets i|| (5 ) protecting Martial Law notices;^
(6) prohibiting the carrying of cudgels;** (7) prohibiting more than two 
persons from walking abreast on sidewalks or pavements;ft (8) declar
ing it illegal to carry on a hartal ; | t  (9) arranging for the calling in of 
arms;§§(10) calling up bicycles owned by others than Europeans.|||1 A  
number of additional ‘orders were subsequently issued, commencing from the 
1 1 th May. The chief of these orders, similar to those issued at Lahore, provided 
for the regulation of the price of grain and other conunodities,^^ In addition 
an order, necessitated by the outbreak of war with Afghanistan, was 
issued requiring the registration of Afghan subjects.*** The remaining orders 
referred only to the gradual relaxation of the orders about Curfew and prices, 
and the restoration of bicycles. The Curfew orders were relaxed on the 16th 
May and removed on the 23rd May out of consideration for Muhammadans 
observing the B>amzan. The majority of the restrictions were removed by the 
5th of June and the operation of Martial Law was entirely withdrawn on the 
9th June.

The operation of Martial Law was in many respects less intensive 
at Amritsar than at Lahore, and fewer regulations were issued. Those 
relating to the Curfew, to the holding of meetings and the prohibition of hartal,

* The special sections of the Police Act were also applied on this date.
t  Volume of Martial Law Orders, page 61, Ko, 1.
X Martial Law Order No. 3.
§ Martial LaV Order No. 4.
II Martial Law Order No. 6.
^M artial Law Order No. 6,

** MartiiEd Law Order No. 7.
f t  Martial Law Order No. 8.

^  Martial Law Order No. 9,
§§ Martial Law Order No. 12.

III! Martial Law Order No. 13.

T T  Martial Law Coders Nos. 14,16, 21, 23,26, 26 and 27.
*** Martial Law Order No. 16.
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and 'the cartying of cudgels, were essential to the early restoration ô  order. 
The prohibition of the issue of third class tickets naturally caused incon
venience to the travelling public, but was held to be essential in order to 
prevent communication between agitators in the city and outlying areas : and 
to thia extent must also be viewed as a precautionary measure undertaken in the 
interests of restoring order. It is, however, a restriction of somewhat too 
extensive a nature for general use. The regulations for fixing prices cannot, 
on the whole, be regarded as entirely successful. Prices were laid down at a 
time when there was every expectation that prices of food grains would fall, as 
they generally do at harvest tim e; but the general tendency of prices was 
to rise, and the fixed prices prevented grain coming in. It was necessary 
to raise prices week by week, and also to publish notices that carts coming 
into the city would not be commandeered, and it was finally found necessary to 
discontinue fixed prices altogether. They rose but very little on the removal 
of restrictions. Charges involving breaches of the Regulations were all tried 
by the General Officer Commanding at, Amritsar, or by the area officer (Pro
vost-Marshal), sitting as Summary Courts. The cases involved were not numer
ous. Sixty persons were charged in all, of whom 50 were convicted. Twenty- 
three were convicted under the general head “ disobedience of orders* and 
obstruction of officers ” twelve under the head “ omission and commission of 
acts incdntraventionof Martial Law orders,” t  six for having in their possession+ 
a motor without permit, four of disseminating false intelligence.§ Nine were 
sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for two years, one to one year, three for 
6 months, 16 for less than six months. In 6 cases fines of small amount were 
inflicted, and 12 persons were sentenced to whipping.

It remains to deal with several isolated incidents connected with the 
administration of Martial Law at Amritsar, since those have a bearing on 
chargee which have been levied against the character of that administration. 
The first is that relating to the closing of the Kucha Tawarian. This was the 
street in which Miss Sherwood was attacked. There is evidence|| that this 
incident caused very deep resentment among the British troops in Amritsar, and 
the General Officer Commanding, in the interests of discipline, took occasion to 
warn them in a public manner against an attempt at reprisals on this account. 
He subsequently decided to close the street to public traffic, placing a piquet 
at each end, and in doing so, ordered, rather as a hrwtum fulmen than otherndse, 
that if anyone desired to go down the street he would have to do so on his hands 
and knees. It shortly afterwards became necessary to conduct a party of prison
ers past the picquets in this street and—though this was not contemplated when 
the prisoners were sent by this route — the picquets put in force the orders about 
crawling through the street, which is about 150 yards in length. The matter 
was brought to the General’s attention, but in view of the circumstances 
under which it originated, he decided not to cancel his order. Prom the first it 
was clearly understood by everyone, that it did not apply to women. The 
order was actually in force between the 19th and 24th April, and in all about 
50 persons complied with the direction to go through on all fours. The houses 
had back exits and the picquets were on duty only between the hours of 
6 A.M. and 8 p .m. The Sergeant in charge pf the picquet subsequently stated 
that one man “ actually crawled through three times, and had to be stopped 
by the piquet from giving further exhibitions. ”

A  second incident also calls for notice. A rumour was widely circulated 
that a number of Sikh girls and women had been assaulted by soldiers at 
the Amritsar Railway Station. The actual facts were that the attention of 
the authorities was drawn to the fact th a t' a party of Sikh girls, travelling 
under the escort of three men, had with them a number of Sikh daggers or 
kirpans. The existence of the kirpans was pointed out by the girls’ escort. 
There was some doubt whether these should be taken away, but the party was 
not searched ; such enquiries as were made in the matter were made by a Sikh

* General proclamation dated ISth April, sections 11 (a),.(i). 

t  General proclamation dated 19th April, sections 15 (a), (5).

X General proclamation dated 19th April, section 7 (1).

§ General proclamation dated 19th April, section 12.

U See Deputy Commissioner’s letter Ko. 234, dated 4th Aognst.
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Gazetted Police Officer* who happened to be at the station, and it was settled 
subsequently by the Commissioner in the course of a visit to the station. ' The 
girls were allowed to retain possession of the kirpans, and were sent on by 
the next train, and made no complaint of molestation. Men were from the first 
forbidden to search carriages containing women.

It has further been stated that a platform was erected for public whip
pings. It appears that such a platform was actually erected near the 
Port but never used. A number of triangles were also erected in the city, 

•but were used only in the cases noted below. There were in all twenty-six 
men sentenced to be flogged by the' summary courts. The only floggings 
that could be considered to be in any way of a public nature were first, that 
of six men who were flogged in the street in which Miss Sherwood was 
assaulted. These men were implicated in the attack on Miss Sherwood, but 
were actually flogged after conviction by a Summary Court for offering vio
lence while in military custody at a date subsequent to April 19th. The street 
as has already been noted was closed at both ends when flogging took place. 
Pour whippings were carried out at the city police station, and three men 
sentenced for threatening witnesses were flogged at area headquarters, 
but this could not of course be considered a public place. In the remaining 
cases flogging was altogether in private. It is categorically stated that no 
person was whipped save after due trial by a Summary Court acting under the 
authority of the proclamation of April 19th. No whippings took place before 
that date,

Allegations have also been somewhat freely made that both police and 
soldiers were guilty of wholesale extortion in the course of the administration 
of Martial Law. That cases could be altogether avoided, in regard to tha 
police, was impossible. Actual investigations were in charge of gazetted 
European officers; but it is not always in the course o f.investigations, or 
in the course of regular proceedings that bribes are offered and taken. They 
are as often offered to prevent threatened arrest. It is this fact, among others, 
that rendered it imperative to initiate and conclude investigations at the 
earliest possible date, an operation greatly facilitated by the existence of 
Martial Law. Two cases of extortion were discovered and dealt with. One 
was that of an ea?-sepoy enlisted as Constable; he was prosecuted but dis
charged by the Provost Martial for lack of proof; he was however dismissed 
from the police. The second case was that of a Head Constable, who took 
Rs. 500 from the brother of one of the accused in order to effect his discharge. 
On complaintf being made the Head Constable was at once arrested and 
prosecuted.

The major charges arising out of the disorder were tried by the Martial 
Law Commissions, 62 cases in all being put before them, involving 298 accused. 
Of these 218 were convicted. Fifty-one were sentenced to death; 46 to 
transportation for life, 2 to imprisonment for 10 years, 79 for 7 years, 10 for 
5 years, 13 for 3 years, and 11 for lesser periods. In six cases whipping 
was inflicted. Minor offences atising out of disorder between the 30th March 
and the date of the proclamation of Martial Law were tried by Civil 
Magistrates with 1st class powers' empowered by Notification No. 12341, 
dated 5th May 1919, to sit as Summary Courts. Only 22 cases were dealt 
with, involving 143 persons ; of these no less than 102 were connected with the 
attack on the Tam Taran Tahsil. In all 105 were convicted, all con'victione^ 
being registered under sections of the Indian Penal Code or Railway and Tele
graph Acts. Of these 82 were charged with joining an unlawful assembly to 
loot Tarn Taran Tahsil, 6 for dishonestly receiving property belonging to the 
National Bank, 4 with trespassing in post offices to commit offences, 3 with 
damaging telegraph wires. The sentences inflicted were; 24 to 2 years im
prisonment, 69 to 1 year or over, 7 for 6 months, 5 for shorter periods. No 
sentence of whipping was passed.

Claims for damage done to property amount altogether to between 30 and 
35 lakhs of rupees, excluding claims for compensation to dependents of those 
killed. The question of the recovery of these claims, under the Police Act or 
otherwise, is under consideration.
___________________________ «- -  --------- ■ -

* Press communiqvi, Civil and M ilitary Gazette, dated 1st May 1910. 

t  Chief Seeretaiy's letter No. 464 dated 13th May 1919.
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AriTOCK I)isiniicT.
This district contAiss no large towns; its ^nhammadan pc^nlalaon has 

distinguished itself in recruiting and other war efforts; and it contained,no 
element which seemed likely to sympathise with either agitation or distur
bance. There was no response to the appeal for a gener^ demonstration on 
the 6th April, and the only eirents calling for record appear to he the posting 
of a seditions handbill ub Camphellpur on 22nd April, and an attempt to 
hnm the High School at the same town on the 9th May. The latter event 
cannot he tr^ed to any connection with agitation. Ko precautionary measures 
of an unusual nature were required. I t is clear that in this district the 
leading men, who have considerable local influence, were not interested in the 
agitation; and that the district authorities were able to count on their 
assistance in the judicious efforts made by them to prevent the spread of an 
atmosphere of suspicion or unrest The district was, as a precaution, pro
claim ^ under the Police Act on the 21st April.
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Dejia][Ghazi K han.
In this district, isolated from the railway, and marked by the exis

tence of tribal leaders exercising' both authority and influence, there was 
little excitement and no disturb^ce. There were, previous to the 6th of 
April, the iisual distorted versions current as to the effect of the Act, but they 
found little response in the district. No meetings were held , at the head
quarters of the district. A small meeting, promoted mainly by unemployed 
youths and non-descript characters, was held on the 6th April at Jampur with a, 
view to arrange a closure of shops on the following day; no hartal, however 
followed. A second meeting was held on the 6th April, hut though the 
speeches are reported to have been of a vehement character, the meeting was 
smaU.and unrepresentative, an^ no demonstration of any kind resulted.

Administrative action was taken by the district authori^^gg against 
certain of the speakers who were in Government or local fund ®Diploy : but up 
prosecutions or other measures calling for notice were necessary ’
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F brozefobb, District.
Though at one time a considerable state of tension arose in this area, 

there was no actual disturbance of the peace. The district, mainly Sikh in 
religion, had been the scene of a successful recruiting campaign in 1918, and 
considerable support had been received from the towns for war funds, Red Cross 
and similar objects. It has been stated that pressure used in the campaign for 
recruiting, and for subscription to such funds, were a direct cause of the sym
pathy evinced in the agitation in the Central Punjab ; it is the more noticeable 
therefore that in Ferozepore neither rural nor urban areas showed any consider
able reaction to the agitation which was prevalent elsewhefe, nor were they 
appreciably affected by the accounts of the incidents which occurred in the 
neighbouring cities of Lahore, Amritsar and Kasur. Had excitement become 
at any time aecute, the character of the district, which has more than once been 
conspicuous for the prevalence of dacoity and violent forms of crime, was such 
that grave apprehension might reasonably have been felt as to the result. The 
district authorities appear to have received willing support from the rural 
notables, including the leaders of the Sikh community. Such demonstrations as 
occurred in the towns were promoted by pleaders, but they received a good deal 
of support from the trading class—especially those of the Arya Samaj com
munity, and a few Muhammadans of pan-Islamic sympathies.

On the 29th March some members of the Arya Samaj community con
vened a meeting at Fazilka and arranged for a hartal on the following day; 
this duly took place, but the shops were reopened in the afternoon on the advice 
of the Sub-Divisional Officer. There was considerable discussion on the subject 
of a hartal at Ferozepore between the 1st and 5th of April, and local opinion 
on the latter date seems to have decided that no demonstration would take 
place. Shops were, however, generally closed on the 6th both in Ferozepore 
City and Cantonments and at Abohar and Gidarbaha. A meeting of some size 
was held at Ferozepore in the afternoon, but the speeches were not inflammatory. 
On the 12th, owing to the news of rioting at Kasur, police and military pre
cautions were taken in the event of trouble spreading to the city, thus demons
trating the intention of the local authorities to make full use of the services 
of the large force of troops stationed in the Cantonments. Nothing of note 
occurred till the 16th when a number of students of the Harbhagwan Arya 
High School went on strike. This was, however, quelled by the managers of 
the school and the parents of the boys. On the following day some seditious 
posters were found ; on the 18th an iron gradient post was found placed on the 
railway line between Makhu and Butewala stations. It is stated that men out
side the district were responsible for this. From this date onwards, though the 
district authorities felt the existence'of a state of tension, no overt act occurred 
which calls for mention.

Though police and military precautions were taken, no unusual steps 
were necessary, either of a preventive or repressive character. Guards were 
placed on the principal stations, important points picqueted, and police patrols 
moved about in the district. But a great deal also appears to have been done by 
the dissemination of accurate information regarding the real course of affairs in 
Amritsar and Lahore, and by enlisting the assistance of men of local influence. 
I t is noteworthy that the considerable number of returned Sikh emigrants and 

Ghadr " men in the district took no interest in the agitation. No prosecutions 
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GrJBAinrAiiA Disibict.

Fart I.—Gitjranicala District excludmg Sheikhujmra Sul^Division.

The disorder at Gujranwala was of a serious type; it led to a widespread 
destruction of Government propraty; and had there been a scattered European 
community such as that at Amritsar, it might have led to outrages such as 
those which occurred in that city on the 10th April. The prompt arrival of 
troops limited the field of disorder to the towns, in which it had originated; but 
for this, it is clear from what occurred in the Sheikhupura Sub-revision that 
disorder might have extended, and with disastrous results, to the neighbour
ing rural areas. As it was, the peasantry at large remained unaffected. The 
district, for many years a noticeably poor recruiting area, had been the scene 
of an intensive campaign from November 1917 to November 19li8; and were 
it true that such campaigns were in any direct sense a predisposing cause of 
unrest, the district is certainly one in which disorder might have been expected 
to occur in the rural area of this portion of the district.

Agitation and disorder, then, were confined to the towns; and it seems 
clear that, while strenuous agitation had been carried on from the 6th April 
onwards, actual disorder was due rather to the desire to emulate the outrages of 
the mob at Amritsar and Lahore than to any long premeditated organization 
for violent ends. This indeed is substantially tbe conclusion of the Judges 
composing the Commission* which tried the principal movers in the disorder 
“ We are not satisfied” they say “ that prior to April 12th any indict
able conspiracy had come into existence.” The original promoters the 
agitation were pleaders, but they secured a very willing support among the 
traders; and it was noticed that members of the Arya Samaj community 
were, everywhere prominent in the movement. The actual leaders in rio^ 
ing are seldom the same as the promoters of the agitation which pre
cedes i t ; when outrage and violence begin, men of a different type step 
in as leaders. A conspicuous feature of the rioting at Gujranwala—as also 
to some extent that at Kasur-was the activity of large numbers of youths 
of the schoolboy class. As to the character of the disorder, its primary 
object was no doubt the destruction of Government property and the inter
ruption of communications; but it rapidly assumed (as for instance at 
H^zabad and Wazirabad) an anti-British character. It did not go further 
and become anti-Christian; though a church was burnt, Christians as such 
were not interfered with.

Gujranwala did not partake in the preliminary hartal of 30th March, 
but on April 5th the local pleaders made arrangements for a meeting of protest 
against the Act. It was fairly well attended by all classes but with a strong 
predominance of Hindus. The Act was denounced as a shameful recompense for 
India’s loyalty during the W ar; its provisions were not explained; but it was 
tersely summed up as allowing “ Na Dalil, na appeal, na Yakil.” A  speaker 
who asserted that be had been an eye-witness of the events at Delhi, described 
the official account of the rioting there as grossly inaccurate. The meeting decided 
on the holding of a hartal on the following day, the 6th. The hartal was duly 
observed, but . passed off without incident or open excitement, the open exhibi
tions of lamentation and fasting manifested elsewhere being absrat. I t  seemed 
at first as if the agitation had spent itself with the conclusion of the hartal, 
and though there was still some evidence of excitement in the city, it took no 
outward form; not even the news #f the occurrences at Amritsar on the 10th 
produced any manifestation. On the 12th the District Magistrate left the 
district on transfer, and on the same day, a number of magistrates and local 
notables left for Lahore to attend a Divisional Durbar. I t  appears that the 
local leaders held a meeting on the evening of the 12th to decide as to the future 
action to be taken; but arrived at no conclusion. At a private meeting held on 
the 13th, however, more definite counsels prevailed; it was subsequently judically 
established (Commission order dated 17th June 1919) that at this meeting it
was decided “ to follow the example of Amritsar.........and arrange for the burning
of bridges and cutting of telegraph wires.” Additional proof of this is afforded 
by the fact that in the evening the American hOssionaries received a

*MaTtial L«w Conuiuaiioii Okie, decided l7 th  Jane 1919.
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hint from some of their converts that it would be wise for; them to FeavO' 
the town. They did so,̂  on the assurance that the Indian Christians would 
be safe without them. Early next morning (the 14th) began what appears 
to have been a concerted—even if hastily planned—attempt to promote- 
disorder.. Crowds went round thfr bazar, enforcing the- closure oi shops.
A calf was killed and hung up by the neck to the railway bridge 
n ^ r the station, and rumours circulated that this was the work of the- 

.police. Part of the crowd in-vad^ the railway station,, and stoned the- 
passenger train proceeding to Wazirabad. Some evidence o f pre-concerted 
action is also found in the fact that leaders of the crowd dissuaded pas
sengers from Gujranwala from starting for the Bai^khi Pair at W aziral^.
Part of the mob the^ set on-fire a small railway bridge opposite the Gurukul.
At this point the Assistant Superintendent of Pblice, despatched' by his superior 
officer with a small guard, arrived on the scene, and'dispersed'the crowd without, 
difficulty. It was found' that the telegraph wire had been cut on both sides of 
the station  ̂but the telephone was intact and a message was sent to Lahore- 
asking for assistance.

The train was now (9 a .m .) despatched to Wazirabad, but shortly after
wards part of the crowd returned', and' set fire to the Katchi Bridge near the 
station; all communications both with Lahore and Wazirabad were now for a 
time cut ofE. The crowd had now (10 a .m .) greatly increased in numbers, and 
one or two black fiags made their appearance. Parts of the crowd appear to have 
been taken off to. the city by their leaders, where more inflammatory speeches 
were delivered. Meanwhile sporadic attacks continued on the railway premises; 
in one place the crowd began to demolish the permanent way near the distant 
signal, but were chased' off by the police; at another, they gained access to ths^ 
Post Office from the rear and set on fire the inner rooms of the Telegraph 
Office. This could not be extinguished as the pumps had been previously 
damaged. Finally, an attempt was madie to seize the Superintendent of*' 
Police, who had to use his revolver; the police also fired a few rounds o f' 
buckshot, and this section of the crowd dispersed. Two men who had bden 
wounded with hucksbot were carried off into the city,, and their arrival greatly 
increased the excitement of the crowds.

M^nwhile two other sections of the crowd had’ crossed the lines- soma - 
distance from the station, one going towards the Tahsil and Jail, the other 
towards the District Court and Civil Bungalows. The Superintendent of Police ■ 
and his Assistant followed them with the forces available—and it may be- 
remarked here that the force of police maintained at Gujranwala was clearly 
inadequate for protective purposes —but by the time they arrived the 5rowd had 
already set fire to the Tahsil, D&k Bungalow and District Court. They were- 
driven off from the Jail, but a guard placed on the Church had' failed to pre
vent them setting fire to it. The police fired on the crowd whenever it got within 
reach, but it scattered on their approach, and apparently few were wounded.. 
While the Police were dealing with these scattered elements of disorder, a further 
section of the crowd found its way to the now unprotected- railway station 
and set the building on- fire; another party set fire to the goods shed and 
what property was not . burnt was pillaged by the bad'characters who had 
collected on the spot. The Casson Industrial School was also gutted; At this, 
juncture three aeroplanes, despatched from LahOTe, arrivedl The aeroplanes 
had been sent off as the speediest method of meeting the demand for assist
ance conveyed in an urgent telephone message received: about 1 P.M . It  
^as 3'10- P.M . when- the first machine arrived, and at the time of its. 
arrival the Railway Station, Church and' goods yard were seen- to= be on- 
fire. It is clear that at the time the police were still engaged, in, different 
directions in the attempt to prevent further damage; as the previous narra
tive shows, as soon as their backs were turned, the crowd: again came on 
and recommenced its work of destruction. Only one of the aeroplanes dropped, 
bombs, the first discharge being at 3‘20 p .m . after the officer had circled 
round several times: for the purpose of observation; Two bombs were first 
dropped, being aimed at a large party of people at a village (Dhulla) outside 
Gujranwala, the officer no doubt believing them to be rioters going or coming 
flrom the city. One bomb fell through, the roof of a house and flailed to - 
explode; one fell among the party, killing one woman and one boy and 
slightly woimding two men.. 50 rounds ftom the machine gun. were also>
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Ared Into the party< Shortly after another bomb was dropped at about 
fa mile south of this place, another crowd being observed. The bomb dropped 
into a dry pond and did not explode; twenty-five rounds were fired from the 
machine gun, but as far as is known without damage. At 8*35 the officer 
attacked a crowd of some size near the Khalsa High School and Boarding House 

the outskirts of the town; one bomb was dropped, and thirty rounds fired 
from the machine gun. As far as is known, on this occasion, one man was hit 

a bullet, one student by a  splinter, and one small boy stunned. At 3A0 f .m., 
two bombs were dropped near a mosque, in the town; these failed to explode. 
The aeroplane was now directly over the scene of the worst of the disorder. A  
hundred and fiftj^rounds were fired from the machine gun at crowds in the street; 
••ne bomb was dropped on the crowd near the burning goods shed, killing 
four and wounding five m en; one bomb was dropped on the crowd in 
front of the station,.killing two men and wounding six. This makes a  total of 
eight in all. The rumour that a large number more were dropped is probably 
.due to confusion between the dropping of bombs and the firing of the machine 
gun. The aeroplane left at 3-50 p.m. A second aeroplane, which arrived 
at 3-25 P.M. fired in all 700 rounds, but dropped no bomb. The third aeroplane 
neither dropped bombs nor fired its machine gun. As far as has been ascerA’ned 
up to the present, the total number of persons killed by the police was three, and 
by the aeroplanes nine; 27 in all were wounded by police and aeroplane. There 
can be no sort of truth* in the assertion that the aeroplanes appeared when the 
crowds were already moving off, and that consequently their bombing and 
firing on the crowd was unjustifiable. The charge appears to be founded on a 
mistaken newspaper reportt published soon after the event. The buildings were 
still burning when the aeroplanes appeared; and crowds were still moving in 
the neighbourhood of the goods yard and station. Troops did not become 
.available till much later.

Towards the’evening the District Magistrate who was in Lahore en route 
for Ambala, returned by motor, and took over the direction of affairs, which 

‘ had up to the present been practically left to the Superintendent of Police 
and his Assistant (the only European Officers presefft); towards 9 o’clock a 
detachment of troops arrived from Sialkot. This finally quieted the situation. 
On the following morning the District Magistrate, accompanied by a party of 
Military and Police, went round the city, and made a number of arrests, in
cluding several barristers and pleaders. He also gave orders for the institution 
of a system of village patrols to guard the line. It would appear that 
the District Magistrate had asked for further aeroplane assistance when 
making his visit to the c ity ; an aeroplane came over from Lahore, and 
a bomb was dropped on a small crowd at Garjakh village outside Gujran» 
wala. It fell on a house, but fortunately no casualties were caused, and the 
owner was awarded compensation. On the following day, the 16th, Martial 
Law was proclaimed, and the application of the Seditious Meetings Act to 
the district was also notified.f

The occurrences at Wazirabad may be noticed separately. The agitation 
here appears to have been led mainly by local men, shopkeepers with some 
Muhammadans. There were here a number of Muhammadans of extreme views 
who during recent years had been under the influence of a Wahabi, Pazal Ilahi, 
.and also of the well-known pan-Islamist, Zafar Ali. The Arya Samaj element 
:was again prominent in the disturbances. As will be seen, the disorder also ex
tended to the agriculturists of some of the villages close to the town. On the 6th 
April the Hindus attempted to hold a hartal; but this was frustrated by the action 

' of prompent Muhammadans. No further incident occurred till the 12th when at 
a meeting held at the house of a Municipal Comihissioner, it was decided to 
hold a hartal on the 13th; at the request of the sweetmeat sellers (who feared 
interference with their Baisakhi earnings) it was decided to postfione it till tho 
loth. On the fourteenth arrived the news of the riot at Gujranwala, and the 
local agitators used the opportunity to reinforce their demands for a haiial. A  
meeting was held in the Juma Masjid at which Hindus as well as Muhammadans 
attended, and a Hindu presided; after dark groups marched through the stjroets

^ r  Amrita Bazar Patrika, Calcntta, dated 4th June 1919.
XStarchlight, Patna, daW  8th June 1919. I

t  Vmil ^  Military^ Gazette, Lahore, dated 1st May 1919.
lt.hnd been aanefioned in Gorentment oi India, NobfiwtionlSro. BtK); dated 16th April
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cmging inflammatory ballads. The hartal arranged for was duly observed on 
the 15th. Mobs went round the city, closing shops by force; they also visited 
the schools and closed them, thus adding to the ranks of the crowd. The 
order of the Commission* which tried the persons subsequently arrested for 
riot at Wazirabad shows that at this stage fiery speeches were delivered 
“ undoubtedly stirring the mob to violent action.” In spite of the attempts 
of the local Revenue Officer (the Tahsildar) to restrain them, one portion of 
the crowd went to the engine shed and attempted to induce the employees 
to strike; a second portion damaged the Telegraph wires near the Dak 
Bungalow. A party of Cavalry had been sent from Sialkot to protect the 
railway station ; these dispersed the mob by a charge, but the mob returned and 
stoned them ; the officer in command did not consider that he had authority to 
fire on the mob, and ordered his men to fire into the air. Though the crowd 
ceased to stone the cavalry, they were not deterred from further acts of violence; 
part moved on to the Palku railway bridge, which it set on fire, and cut the 
railway telegraph wires.f This part of the mob was dispersed by a police charge 
and the fire extinguished. Another portion went to Kizamabad village — where 
the village headman had proclaimed a hartal—set fire to a gang hut and did 
what' damage it could to the railway bridges and level crossing gates. What 
followed may best be described in the words of the Commissioni  ̂ which tried 
the rioters in this case—

“ At this point they found themselves within reach of the house belonging to the 
Bev. Grahame Bailey, a Chnreh of Scotland Missionary. The ringleaders 
-suggested that they should go and burn it. Some of the mob demurred 
saying that Mr. Bailey was an Irishman and therefore against the Govern
ment but the more violent elements in the crowd prevailed and the whole 
body (with one or two exceptions) marched on the house. Fortunately 
Mr. Bailey and his family had been removed to Wazirabad on the previous 
afternoon by the military who had been expecting trouble. On reaching the 
house they were met by Mr. Bailey’s servants who begged them to spare the 
house. The servants were brutally commanded to go unless they wished to 
he burnt along with the house. A desperate scene of rioting and looting 
was witnessed; the house was thoroughly ransacked for treasure and then it 
was set ablaze. Damage to the extent of Rs. 40,000 is said to have been 
caused, and Mr. Bailey states that this does not include the cost of the house 
itself. Sated with their work, and probably anxious to dispose of their 
ill-gotten gains, the mob theb dispersed. In  the meanwhile the inhabitants 
of the neighbouring village of Wairoke had come to the spot, and the sight 
of so much abandoned loot proving too much for them, they picked up what 
the rioters had left and decamped with it to their houses.

Mr. Bailey had resided for m aiy years in. the town and was, as the 
Judges remark later, “ deservedly popular in this part of the Punjab; ” he is 
a  linguistic expert of distinction, and the fire destroyed a valuable collection 
of manuscripts, the fruit of many years’ labour. The crowd then gathered 
before the Post Office, but were driven off by the police. The Com  ̂
misrion took a severe view of the action of the mob at Nizamabad; they 
considered that they had “ with deliberation set out in strength to do all that was
in their power to damage the Government...............  All who took active part in
the operations were guilty of an offence punishable under section 121, Indian 
Penal Code.” The sentences imposed on the leaders were severe, but the Judges 
viewed the action of the villagers (many of whom voluntarily returned the 
property stolen by them) with greater leniency. I t is only necessary to add 
here that on the following day additional troops reached Wazirabad, and the 
arrival of the District Magistrate from Gujranwala completed the restoration 
of order.

The disturbances at Hafizabad occurred on the same dates, and allowing 
for the smaller damage done, followed the same lines as those at Wazirabad. 
The agitation, which was mainly confined to shopkeepers, appears to" have been 
largely due to the infiuence of members of the Arya Samaj community. There 
was a meeting of this society on the 5th April, and on the following day a 
hartal was observed, but with only partial success. Another meeting was 
called on the 12th to promote a hartal for the 14th and this duly took place, 
A  considerable crowd collected in front of the Tabsil, but went away on the 
insistence of the Tahsildar; it reassembled however outside the 4own, and

* Martial Law Commtssion case, decided 31gt May 1919.
fThe wires were cut in 24 places between Wazirabad and SiallMt on the 15tkal«^- 
f  Ma r̂tial Law Commiselnn rase, derided 15tb May 1919.

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



51

proceeded towards the railway station. Speeches of a very inflammatory nature 
were made in the neighbourhood of the goods shed, and while these were going; 
on, a passenger train came into the station, in the first class carriage of which 
Lieutenant Tatam of the Military Farms Department, was travelling with a 
small boy. The crowd made an attack on the carriage with sticks and stones 
breaking the windows; two or three Indian gentlemen present with great 
courage came to the rescue, and prevented further mischief by persuading the 
Station Master to move the train on. The enquiry into this case before 
the Commission* shows that the attack was a determined one, directly due 
to the incitement of orators who had urged the crowd to take active steps 
against Government; and the Judges expressed the opinion that but for 
the intervention of the Indian gentlemen referred to, and for the fact that 
one of the leaders of the crowd (Muhammad Din) changed his mind 
and tried to allay the storm he had raised. Lieutenant Tatam and the  
boy would have been killed. A hartal was again observed on the following day 
(the 15th); a crowd again visited the station, damaged the distant signal and 
cut wires. Two men were arrested by the police and taken to the Tahsil, and an 
attempt at rescue was only prevented by the police opening fire from the roof. 
They do not appear to have wounded anyone, but the crowd dispersed. On 
the following day, shops were reopened and no further disturbance occurred. 
The events of the 15th formed the subject of a separate order by the Com- 
mission.f Though the damage done was not great, the Judges considered 
th e . disorder serious as it was linked up with the systematic attempt of 
the rioters at Gujranwala to paralyse communication and thus prevent the 
arrival of troops. Two' at least of the leaders were shown to have been con
cerned in the agitation which led to excesses at Chuharkana and Wazirabad: 
the smallness of the damage done was due to  the half-heartedness of the mob 
and not to lack of virulence on the part of the leaders. The sentences 
imposed were mainly on the leaders.

The events at Akalgarh and Ramnagar were, but for one disgraceful 
incident, less serious. Under the influence of a number of Hindus, shops were 
closed on the 6th April in both places; but the speeches at the meetings do not 
seem to have been immoderate in tone. On the 14th of April, on the receipt 
of news regarding the disturbances which had taken place elsewhere, a mob 
collected at Akalgarh and forced the shops to close; they threatened to bum  
down the factories of those' who refused to join in the hartal. No actual 
damage was however done. On the following day slight damage was done 
to the telegraph wires at Akalgarh, signal lamps were broken, and a 
halfhearted attempt made to burn a bridge. The Commission+ which 
subsequently tried the persons accused of rioting at Akalgarh did not re
gard the facts as showing evidence of very serious disorder. “ The leaders 
were able to obtain only lukewarm support and the people were not pre
pared to go to extremes. The mob, never a large one, was kept off the 
station premises without difficulty, and its proceedings were a mere parody of 
rebellion.” The sentences imposed were consequently lenient. At Ramnagar a 
significant and disreputable incident occurred. A party of Hindus collected, and 
proceeded to the b a ^ s of the Chenab, where they produced a small rag effigy 
of the King-Emperor, and proceeded to bum it with every species of insult. 
The ashes were thrown into the river, and after a ceremonial bath of purifica
tion, the crowd returned to the town. Twenty-eight persons were subsequently 
tried for this offence, and sentenced; under section 124-A of the Indian Penal 
Code, and Regulations 5 {a) and 15 {a) of the Martial Law Proclamation, to 
two years imprisonment.

One other isolated incident remains to be recorded. In the large Jat 
village of Aulakh it appears that two of the headmen and some of the land- 
owners of the village were persuaded that the power of the administration had 
broken down, and that as the village records kept at the headquarters at 
Gujranwala had been burnt, they would gain some ^vantage by destroying tho 
copy kept in the village. They accordingly attacked and burnt the “ Patwar- 
khana.”§ The Commission which dealt with the accused in this case state that 
they “ violently prevented an attempt to put out the fire, gave vent to treasonable

* Martial Law Commiesion oase, decided 17th Maj 1919.
t  Martial Law. Comntigsion case, decided 6th June 1919.
t  Martial Law CemmiBeion case, decided 14tb Maj 1919
§ Martial Law CommiBsion cage, decided 6th May 1919.
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cries announcing that Laliore, Amritsar and Chuharkana had been burnt, that 
the British Eaj was extinct, and that by burning the records they would get their 
land back ; they also threatened that' any supporters of Government would b.9 
thrown into the fire. ” The sentences imposed were severe.imp(

As already shown, Martial Law was proclaiiped in the district on the 
16th April. In view of the violent nature of the disturbances at Gujranwala 
itself on the 14th, at Wazirabad and Hafizabad on the 15th, involving as they 
did persistent attacks on the railway communications, and of the fact that serious 
unrest, as shown by the outbreak at Aulakh and the outrages on the Sheikhu- 
pura line, had already manifested itself in the purely rural areas, the proclamation 
cannot be considered as otherwise than timely. The military authorities acted with 
great promptitude in despatching troops to Gujranwala, Khanki (the headworks 
of the Chenab Canal) and Hafizabad ; the Sialkot Brigade headquarters were mov
ed to Wazirabad, and detachments were also sent to Aulakh (where on the 18th 
they arrested the ring leaders of the offence of the 16th), to Akalgarh and Bam- 
nagar. In addition to the Begnlations issued under the general proclamation 
of the General Officer Commanding Rawalpindi Division, dated April 20th, 
a number of Supplementary Regulations were issued for the Gujranwala area.

On the 18th April a general order* was issued forbidding meetings, and 
processions ; on the 19th a Curfew order was put in force at Wazirabad, con
fining residents to their houses between 8 p.M. and 5 A .M .,t a similar order 
being already in force at Gujranwala; on the 20th an order  ̂ issued at Wazir*- 
abad required villagers to patrol telegraphs and railways and made them respon
sible. for their safety ; on the 21st an order§ was issued applying to the whole 
district regarding the use of proper respect to European civil and military 
officers. It directed that all olhcers should be accorded the salutation usually 
given to Indian gentlemen of high social position; that is to say, persons 
riding on animals or in wheeled conveyances will alight; persons carrying 
open and raised umbrellas shall lower them, and all persons shall salute or 
‘ salaam’ with the hand. On the 22nd an order,|| applying to Wazirabad, 
required all persons to observe the rates for articles fixed by the civil authority; 
on the 25th an order,^ applying to the whole district, required passengers 
(other than Europeans or Anglo-Indians or their servaitts) to obtain passes 
when travelling by railway.' On the 29th April a notice** mitigated the 
severity of the Curfew order in Wazirabad and Gujranwala; on the 5th of 
May an orderff applying to the whole district ordered a parade, once a day or- 
oftener, of all schoolboys at any place at which there was an area officer; on 
the 8th May an order,applicable to Gujranwala, Wazirabad and Hafizabad, 
notified that the property of persons who were fugitive from those towns would 
be considered to be confiscated ; a general order,§§ dated 16th prohibited legal 
practitioners ordinarily residing outside the Sialkot Brigade Area from entering 
that area without permission; an order of the 19 th May withdrew the orders 
about patrol of railways and telegraphs.

The area officers appointed under the proclamation were, the District 
Magistrate in the case of , Gujranwala, a military officer of Major’s rank for 
Wazirabad, and a third officer, of Captain’s rank, for Hafizabad.

The Curfew was put in force only in towns where there were troops, 
and was eased off at an early date, as it interfered with the movements of carts 
and hack animals to market. The order restricting travel was common to all dis
tricts in which Martial Law was proclaimed; iits primary intention was 
to prevent comniunication between affected areas. It undoubtedly caused 
much general inconvenience, but was justified in the early stages of Martial 
Law administration as the only measure by which agents from the towns 
could be prevented from exciting unrest in the rural areas. As regards the 
order requiring schoolboys to parade the previous narrative will show that

* Martial Law notices, page 7&.
+ Martial Law notices, page 77, No. 3.

 ̂Martial Law notices, page 7fc, No. 6. "7 
§ Martial Law notices, page 78, No. 7,
II Martial Law notices, page 79, No. 8.
^  Martial Law notices, page 80, No. 11.

• •  Martial Law notices, page 8 ,̂ Np. 18. 3>
t t  Martial Law notices, page M, No. 26. /

Martial Law notices, page 87, Nos. 28, 29,
§§ Martial Law notices, page 98, No. 36, /
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schoolboys and students had taken a considerable share in rroting in this district, 
and there was evidence of great lack of discipline in the schools. A rumour has 
been circulated that owing to this order several schoolboys at Wazirabad died 
of sunstroke: the actual fact is that on one occasion at Wazirabad four c»f the 
smaller boys fainted from the heat> but sufiPered no serious effects. The mid-̂  
day roll-call was tlien abandoned.* Offences against the Martial Law Begulai- 
tions were tried by the Area Officers as Summary Courts; in all 89 cases 
were tried involving 92 persons of whom 58 were convicted. Two persons 
were sentenced to imprisonment for two years, one to one year, one to 
6 months, and six to less than six months'. In 40 cases fines were inflicted. 
Whipping was inflicted in 20 cases; all whipping was carried out in private, 
except in one instance which occurred before instructions in this connection 
had been issued. The majority of persons sentenced to whipping were youths 
or persons found disobeying the Curfew regulation.

In addition to these measures, a fine of 70j000 rupees was imposed on 
the town of Wazirabad. The operation of Martial Law was withdrawn on 9th 
June.

As regards judicial measures, 14 cases were tried by Commission invoK 
ving 233 persons, of whom 149 were convicted. Twenty-two were sentenced ta  
death, 10b to transportation for life, two to imprisonment for 10 years or over, 
one to seven years, one to five years, eight to one year, and two. to six months or 
less. Fines were inflicted in six cases, and whipping in five.

Minor offences committed between 30th of March and the date of the  
proclamation of martial law were tried (under notification No. 12341, dated 
5th May 1919), by Summary Courts. There were 89 such cases  ̂involving 168. 
persons of whom 142 were convicted'. Eighty-firve persons were sentenced to  
imprisonment for two yearn, two to one year, twenty-one to six months and. 
nine to less than six months. Fines were imposed on 85 persons, and whippin|^ 
inflicted on four.

As regards other measures, additional police have been imposed on the- 
disturbed area, at its cost, to the extent of two Inspectors, and 312 subordinate- 
officers and men. Cjaims under the Police Act have been noted on page 31..

GttjranwaI iA District.
Fart Il.-^Sheikupura Sub-Division^

It will be convenient to deal with this sub-division separately j it consist* 
of two Tahsils (Khangah Dogran and Sharakpur) of Gujranwala District, but w ill, 
with effect from next October, be constituted a separate district. The story 
here is one of damage and outrage done largely by agriculturists, excited by an 
agitation conducted in their market towns. The towns (themselves are either 
entirely of new growth, or have increased rapidly in prosperity owing to the- 
extension of canal irrigation; the peasant community had, till recently, a 
traditional reputation for crime and cattle stealing, and their recent accession o f  
wealth has been too rapid to be accompanied by a relative increase in civiliza-  ̂
tion. They have few natural leaders, and the ordinajfy conditions of old 
established village life do not apply to them. As already indicated, the area is 
unusuaHy prosperous ; recent economic conditions had been favourable ratber 
than otherwise; and comparatively few of the villages affected by the disorder 
had contributed, recruits to the Army. The trouble must be attributed entirely 
to the excitement of an indisciplined peasantry influenced the example of 
their mai^st towns.

The only town in the area which observed the usual hartal of the 6th 
April was Sheikhupura; this was followed by a mass meeting in the evening,, 
but the language used was not inflammatory. The leaders here appear to have 
been a retired Inspector of Police and a number of pleaders.. For some days no 
other toum made any movement, but on the 11 th a meeting was held at a soap 
seller’s shop at Sangla, promoted by a strange Brahmachari (Gpbind Pershad) 
who for some weeks had been lecturing in the town. The views of the meet
ing were undecided, and a second meeting of about 500 to 600 persons, largely 
of the trading class, was held later on in the day. It is known that the most 
inaccurate statements were made about the Act; indeed, one of the subsequent

* Bepuly Commiaeiouer 8 letter July 24th, 1919.

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



54

outrages (Moman) was directly due to the excitement caused in the minds of 
several agriculturalists present, after hearing the Brahmachari’s description of 
the Act. A hartal followed at Sangla on the 12th, observed by the whole town 
except the ginning factories and a drug shop. There was public bathing in the 
morning, followed by a procession; excited speeches were inade, and extracts of 
papers read out giving an account of events at Lahore and Amritsar. The crowd 
went to the railway station, but took no other action than to hoot a missionary 
who had arrived by the train. In the evening another meeting was held, at which 
even more excited language was used. Incidents of a similar, though less 
inflammatory, nature occurred at the market town of Chuharkana. A meeting 
of townspeople was held in the mosque on the 11th, attended by both Hindus 
and Muhammadans, and it was resolved to hold another meeting to which 
a^iculturalists from the neighbouring villages should be invited. Here the 
leaders appear to have been the dismissed manager of a Khalsa School named 
Eartar Singh; an Updeshak, named Teja Singh, who had frequented seditious 
meetings at Lahore; a patwari from the United Provinces; and a sprinkling 
of Arya Samajists. A hartal took place on the following day, the 12th, and 
a meeting was held attended by a considerable number of agriculturalists from; 
outside. The language used was strongly condemnatory of the Act, and contained 
the usual misstatements as to the increased powers which it would give the 
Police.

The effect of the hartal at Sheikhupura on the 6th and the meetings at 
Chuharkana and Sangla on the 1 1 th and 12th soon became apparent. The 
neighbourhood was engaged in celebrating the Baisakhi festival on the I3thi 
(at which at least one inflainmatory lecture was given), but on the' 
14th outrages occurred in four different places. At Sheikhupura a party which 
went down to the station to learn the latest news from Lahore and Amritsar, 
damaged the signals on their way back. They then, after assaulting a man 
who had not observed hartal, cut the Post Office wires, and lotra* on cut the 
telegraph wires between Sheikhupura and Lahore. At Sangla a crowd, collect
ed at the railway station and stoned the Calcutta Mail (diverted by this route 
to avoid the damaged station at Gujranwala). At Chuharkana an unruly crowd , 
invaded the railway station with a view, it is stated, of maltreating any European 
who might be travelling. A more serious outrage occurred at Momam It has 
been stated above that a number of agriculturalists were present at an inflamma
tory speech delivered by the Brahmachari at Sangla on the 11th. Two of 
these, Harnam Singh and Banta Singh, were so excited by his description of the 
terrors of the Act, that on their return to their village they proceeded to collect 
volunteers for an attack on Government property. They found a number of 
men assembled at a village ceremony at Wara Labh Singh on the 14th, and 
persuaded them to accompany them to an attack on Moman Station. The- 
station was looted and the buildings set on fire.

Disorder was renewed on the following day, the 15th. Some Sikh 
Kambohs of Nawan Pind village summoned a meeting, announced that the 
Golden Temple at Amritsar had been bombarded, and urg^  their hearers to cut 
the railway communications. A mob of agriculturalists marched down to the 
railway about a mile and a half from Bbaban Singh Station, tore up rails and 
cut the telegraph wires. Subsequently collecting more men from Mahnianwala 
village; the leaders of the mob attacked, looted and burnt the railway station 
itself in the early hours of the morning: The Commission which subse
quently* tried those accused of the attack on the Dhaban Singh Bailway 
Station considered that there was good evidence to show that the leaders 
had cut the line for the express purpose of preventing the passage of 
troops. In the morning, of the 15th again, a large party of men from the 
Chuharkana market went to the station and began to pull up the permanent 
way. Shortly after a special troop train arrived, and the Officer Commanding 
detrained a party of his men to protect the station; but on the departure 
of the train later in the day, the crowd reassembled and recommenced the 
work of destruction. A passenger train which arrived from Lahore was 
attacked, the break van looted, and the engine damaged; the station staff 
was assaulted, the safes rifled and the station set on & e ; two bridgea

* Martial Law CommisBioa cage, decided. 11th June 1919..
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were damaged by fire and the telegraph wires cut. After dark a mob 
gathered with the intention of looting the grain market; but by this 
time fortunately assistance was on its way. An armoured train approaching the 
station from Laliore, and manned by British troops under an Indian Defence 
Force Officer, picked out the crowd with its search light, and dispersed it with 
machine gun fire. As far as is known two men were killed on this 
occasion*. The Commission which afterwards triedf those accused on 
account of this outrage characterized the action of the crowd as tnarked by 
great determination, and pointed to the cutting of the wires as proof of their 
desire to effect a complete rupture of rail and telegraphic communication 
with Lahore. Later on at night, the telegraph wire was cut by Sikhs between 
Sangla and Salarwala at a distance of about a mile from Sangla Station.

The arrival of the armoured train restored order at Chiiharkhana but 
mob law still ruled at Sangla. On the following day, the 16th, a Sikh, named 
Harnam Singh, backed up by a large crowd from the town, rescued a military 
prisoner from a detachment at Sangla Station, and in the afternoon of the same 
day he made' an attack on Mr. Wale, a Telegraph Inspector, sent to repair the 
line. Mr. Wale, though badly wounded by his assailant, managed to shoot him 
down. An urgent report reached the Deputy Commissioner of the neighbouring 
district (Lyallpur) that Sangla Station was in danger from the mob, and he 
succeeded in getting a small detachment of troops there by nightfall. On 
the following night, i.e., between the 16th and 17th, the villagers of Barhoa 
cut the telegraph wires pn the Shahdara-Lahore line near their village. The 
Commission which subsequently tried the persons accused of this offencej 
found that the act was very deliberate. “ A gang formed of the Barhoa 
people had collected on the 15th and gone to Sangla in order to get instructions 
in the art of cutting wires without risk to the person cutting them ; they then 
went to the Sangla-Wazirabad line and tried their hand at i t ; on the 16th in 

‘ the evening they collected once more and went through Barhoa village getting 
recruits, and trying to induce those who would not willingly join to do’ so ; 
and finally the whole gang went to the Sangla-Shahdara line and cut the wires/' 
On the 17th a small body of troops specially despatched from Lahore to prevent 
further interruption of the communications visited Chuharkana in order to make 
arrests of those charged with burning the station. They had with them a 
Magistrate and Police Officer. In attempting to capture a party of suspected 
persons, who had fled into a wheat field, fire was opened by the troops at the 
order of the officer in charge, and one of the party killed. Eight persons were 
subsequently arrested. Another body of troops under a British Sergeant, 
which had followed up another party of fugitives, reported that it had come 
across a number of armed men, some of whom were mounted. It was stated 
that two were armed with rifles and two with guns. The Sergeant in charge 
opened fire on them and killed four men ; he subsequently arrested four others. 
No arms were recovered.

With tbis the chapter of the actual disorder closes, but it had been of a 
really serious nature. Of the seven stations on this length of railway, three 
had been burnt and one only saved by the arrival of troops ; between the 
stations bridges had been burnt and telegraph communication completely 
destroyed. The safety of the railway line was henceforth secured by the 
ccmst^nt patrolling of the armoured train, and on the 19th Martial Law was 
proclaimoi, in the district. A pumber of arrests at Sheikhupura, Dhaban 
Singh and Sangla were made by the civil authorities on the same day; on the 
21st a systematic investigation Commenced under a Joint District Magistrate 
specially appointed to the sub-division.

The administration of Martial Law in the sub-divisional area was 
nominal only. The provisions of the proclamation of the Divisional Commander 
were of course in force in the sub-division, but little use was made of them, and 
in only three cases were persons proceeded against for offences against them. 
Two were convicted by the Summary Court, which awarded in one case 12 and 
m the second six months’. imprisonment, the offences being against Nos. 5 and 
3 of the general Martial Law Proclamation of 19th April. A  mobile section

•  DCj iity C&mtjliii-rievi letter Aû just §th, 1919.
t  Martial Law Oommiasioa case, decided 23rd Maj 1919.
j; Martial Law Commiasion case  ̂decided 10th Maj 1919.

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



of machine guns attended by cavalry was fient through the area, but the 
militaiy were not, except for the incident at Chuharkhana recorded on the 
1 7 th, used for punitive purposes.

The damage done by the. mob has been assessed at Rs. 27,367, mostly 
on account of attacks on the railway stations. This is in process of recovery 
under the Police Act.

As regards judicial measures, 7 cases, involving 82 persons were sent for 
trial by the Commissions; 24 persons were acquitted and 58 sentenced ; 8 to 
death, 30 to transportation for life ; five to three years and fifteen to two years’ 
imprisonment. The Summary Court empowered under notification No. 12341- 
B, dated 5th May, tried 39 cases, involving 499 accused, of whom 323 were 
convicted, in nearly every case the conviction being under sections 147-438-149 
of the Indian Penal Code and 25 of the Telegraph Act. The great majority 
of cases were tried by the Joint District Magistrate, the remainder being tried 
by the Additional District Magistrate. One hundred and seventy were sentenced 
to imprisonment for 2 years, 2 to eighteen months, eighty-three to one year, ten 
to nine months, eight to six months and four to less than six months. Pines 
amounting to Rs. 23,160 in all were also inflicted and there were forty sentences 
of whipping. In nearly every case these were juveniles, and the sentence was 
executed in the compound of the bungalow in which the Court sat, following in 
this respect the practice in vogue in the Punjab until a few years back. No 
sentences of whipping were given for any offence committed after April 19th.
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QUJBAT DlBfM C T.

Xt is clear that such agitation, and its accompanying disorder, as occurred 
in this district was primarily due to influence exerted from outside. The 
district itself has no ‘ political ’ history. Its rural population, predominantly^ 
Muhammadan, though it is by no means conflned to agricultural pursuits, 
since it has supplied considerable numbers of men to the army, and largtf 
numbers to the police forces in the Far East, and to the labouring and trading 
communities in Africa and elsewhere, has seldom shown any signs of interest 
in outside affairs. It is noticeable that the demand for a universal demcns- 
tration on April 6th met with absolutely no response in the district; there 
were no protest meetings held, and no demonstration of any kind was 
reported. Messages are said to have been received from Amritsar urging, a 
hartal on that date, but if so, they were entirely without result. If Gujrat 
had not been situated on the main line, it would probably have escaped 
entirely the influence of the movement which took place in the central 
Punjab. As it was, it is clear that between the 6th and the 14th its inactivity 
attracted attention from outside, and in at least two cases prominent resi
dents of the city were urged from Sialkot and Lahore to bring Gujrat into 
the field of agitation. But it was not until the 14th that any signs were 
noticed that Gujrat was likely to join in the movement. On that date two 
inflammatory notices were found posted in the city possibly written by stu
dents returning from Lahore—stating that there would be a meeting on the 
following day in which Europeans and Christians would be massacred. 
Early on the same morning a band of Baisakhi revellers from Wazirabad had 
returned shouting ‘ Gandhi ki jai ’ and -similar cries, but had immediately 
dispersed to their homes. At about 9 A;M. the shops closed without previous 
warning and—as far as can be seen—without the previous knowledge of a 
number even of those who had been instrumental in advising this action. 
A procession was formed in the city, which exhibited a black flag and a 
picture of Gandhi and “ uttered cries of lamentation. ” In view of ŵ hat had 
occurred at Amritsar, the local authorities took the precaution of asking for 
troops, and a small party arrived from Jhelum on the morning of the 15th. 
The shops remained closed, and during the morning a somewhat excitable 
crowd, mostly youths, marched about the city. Ab©ij,t 10-30 a .m . they went 
to the Mission High School and compelled it to close, after breaking a number 
of windows and doors. They visited other schools, but they had already 
closed. In the afternoon the crowd reassembled, and was observed to be moving 
towards the Bailway Station, which was unguarded either by police or troops, 
both of which had been detailed on duty in the town itself. After smashing 
a number of lamps on the way, it reached the station, and swarming into it 
began destroying the telegraph and telephone instruments and furniture and 
setting fire to records. It had been followed by a force of police with 
a senior Indian Magistrate; in view of the damage which was being done to 
the station the latter ordered the police to open fire on the crowd. A few 
shots were fired -a s  far as is known without effect—and the crowd dispersed, 

.some arrests being made.* Additional troops were pow sent for and arrived 
at midnight; but it was not found necessary to utilize these, or the small force 
already in the city, in quelling disturbances. On the following morning (the 
16th) notices were issued prohibiting meetings and processions without license; 
practically all the shops were opened during the day and no further disturbance 
occurred.

At Jalalpur Jattan trouble—though not of a very serious nature—»• 
occurred on the same dates, viz., the 15th and 16th. In consequence of a meet
ing held on the 14th shop  ̂were closed on the 15th and a crowd paraded the 
small town with the usual shouts about Gandhi and the Browlatt Act. It com
mitted no violence, and was watched by two magistrates with a small force of 
police and sowars. In the morning, however, the telegraph wire was found to 
be cut in two places. On the following day the crowd gathered again and

*9vt above facte eee Martial Law Commiaaion Caeca, decided 2nd, 7tii and 23rd Maj.
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shops were closed. A number of Municipal'Commissioners had assembled in 
the'Town Hall to discuss measures to prevent disturbance; these were insulted 
by the crowd and turned out of the building and some damage was done to the 
furniture. Outiside speeches were made against Gk)vemment and the Bowlatt 
Act. Windows and doors were also broken at the Mission School; but shortly 
afterwards news arrived that firing had taken place at the Railway Station 
in Gujrat, and the crowd dispersed. The Commission* which tried the case of 
those arrested for this disturbance did not regard the occurrences as very 
serious; the crowd >was, they remark, mainly composed of Rashmiris and 
was not prepared to go to extremes. “ The occasion seems rather to have been 
taken to emphasize the mob’s antipathy to the Municipal Committee—yet 
the object of the leaders was to excite disaffection against Government.” The 
shops were reopened on the following day, the I 7th.

The trouble at Malakwal—a railway junction situated in the district—  
also took place on the same dates. There is situated here a railway colony of 
some dimensions, and it is stated that for some time past the staff had been 
showing signs of discontent. They were visited on the 15th April by two 
Arya Samaj lecturers from Miani w'ho gave an inflammatory lecture about the 
Rowdatt Act; in the order of the Commissiont which dealt with the 
Malakwal case it is stated that these two men were professional agita
tors who went to Malakwal with the express purpose “ not only of bringing 
the Government into hatred, but of exciting the inhabitants to the waging of 
war.” On the following morning a crowd, interested apparently in promoting 
a strike, proceeded to the station, but found there a body of troops (which had 
been sent from Jhelum on the previous day), and no violence occurred. A few 
gf the men on duty struck. Later in the day a meeting was held at the mosque 
at which Hindus attended; and it appears that after the meeting one Raja 
Ram, an car-student who had spoken at the meeting, agreed with one Sarwar to 
join in definite action in interrupting railway communication. He assembled 
some volunteers (including some &emen and shunters from the station), of 
whom one party went out in the evening and cut all the telegraph wires, and 
then joined with the remainder in taking up a section of rail with the 
sleepers. Early next morning a train, which h ^  been allowed to proceed at 
caution without a ‘ line clear,’ was derailed, two lives were lost and several 
persons injured. The Commission in the decision, already referred to, found 
that while the speeches of the agitators had fortunately little effect on the 
general public, this small band of conspirators, encourag^ by the speeches, 
“ had determined to wage active war against the Government.”

Slight trouble was caused at Kunjah by a mistri who succeeded in 
arranging a partial hartal on the 15th. On the same day indiscipline was 
reported among the students of the Engineering College at Rasul. They 
refused to attend lectures, but did not resort to violence; it is noticeable how
ever, that a meeting of Canal officials was held in the mosque,at which prayers 
were offered for the repeal of the Act. A small body of troops was sent to the 
College, and on the return of the Principal, who was absent on the 15th, he 
took disciplinary measures against the ringleaders.

The preceding narrative indicates in the main the steps taken by the 
civil authorities up to the 17th to quell disorder. In addition to the steps 
taken, patrols by house-holders assisted by military pensioners from outside 
villages were instituted in Gujrat City, and the railway lines were from the 16th 
patrolled by villagers. There was by this time a considerable force of military 
in  the district, and these were utilized not only to guard imx>ortant points 
on the -raiMay, but to send detachments to the scenes of local distur
bance, such as Jalalpur Jattan. On the I7th the district was declared 
under the Police Act as disturbed. All active disturbance had ceased, when 
Martial Law was declared by Government on the evening of the 19th ; it 
was actually brought into effect by a proclamation by the General Officer 
Commanding, Rawalpindi, on the 20th. The justification for the introduction 
of Martial Law lay mainly in the necessity for preventing recrudescence of the 
attempts to interfere with communications, which had already led to one very 
serious outrage and loss of life. The first Martial Law Regulation issued

* Martial Law CommisBlon Case, decided 8th May 1919, file Ko. 27.
t  Martial Law Commiasion Case, decided I7th June 1919.
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as applical;>le to the district was dated 24th April,* and provide for the 
civil patrol of the Railway line ; the majority of the notices issued for Gujran- 
walaf were subsequently made applicable, but it is clear that Martial Law, 
as generally understood, was not enforced .with ’ any stringency in this 
area. Some difficulties were caused by the order cimtrolling, pricies, an 
order not perhaps of great necessity in a purely agricultural area, and it 
was necessary to restore confidence by consultation with the traders and 
an agreement as to prices. Offences against these proclamations were dealt 
with by Summary Courts-Martial, the total number of persons brought up 
being 14, of whom two’ were acquitted. The following sentences were 
inflicted on the remainder ; rigorous imprisonment for two years, on e, and 
for six months, two ; simple imprisonment for six months. One. Seven 
Vere sentenced to fines varying from Es. 20 to Ks. 200, and three to whip
ping. The latter sentences were inflicted on a charge of spreading false 
reports ; the culprits were a shopkeeper and two goldsmiths. No whipping 
was inflicted in pubbc.

The major offences were brought before the Martial Law Commissions. 
Nine cases were sent up involving 86 persons, of whom 43 wefe convicted. 
Two were sentenced to death, 27 to transportation for life, two to lesser 
terms of transportation, and twelve to terms * of imprisonment. In addition, 
pne man (the author of the incomplete strike at Kunjah) was tried and 
sentenced under section 25 of the Defence of India Eules.

The record of the disturbances in this district discloses no evidence of 
organization. Such trouble as occurred was confined practically to two days, 
and with the exception of the deliberate derailment at Malakwal, reveals lii|tle 
concerted action to cause a serious breach of the peace. The early drafting of 
armed forces to various points in the district may have been responsible for the 
fact that there was no recrudescence of the tropble which occurred on the 15th 
and 16th ; but the nature of the course taken by the demonstration does not 
suggest that there was at any time ever any danger of outrages so grave as 
those which occurred at Amritsar and Gujranwala. The operation of Martial 
Law was withdrawn on 28th May.

* Martial Law notices, page 80, No. 10.
, t  See Gajmnwala district report, page 52, there were minor £fferenee3 ; in the ease of the parade of schoolboys, 

the father waa ordered to attend in the absence of the hoy (Martial Law notices, page 86, No. 33), and there was a special 
regulation prol^iting Sadhns to leave the city (Martial Lur notices, page 88, No. 32).
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GxjfiDASPUB D istrict.
The importance of this district lies in its proximity to Amritsar, and in 

the fact that many of its towns, such as Batala, had of recent years taken a 
keen interest in political affairs. Though there was no actual disturbance of 
the peace, there is no doubt that very high tensfon prevailed ; the tone of the 
towns was strongly against Government, and there were constant attempts to 
interrupt communications. European non-ofiBcial residents of long standing in 
the district received information from their subordinates which led them to 
entertain serious apprehensions for their safety, and in some cases distinct 
threats of attack were held out. The legal community has considerable influ
ence in Gurdaspur, and, in spite of repeated warnings addressed to them, they 
deflnitely used their influence to provoke demonstrations against Government. 
The schoolboy and student classes joined prominently in the agitation. It is 
clear that, for about a week following on the disturbances at Amritsar, the 
general state of the district was such that trouble of a grave nature might 
easily have occurred; and that the agitation resulted not only in the exhibition 
of strong feelings against Government, but in demonstrations of racial antipathy. 
Nor was the exhibition of this feeling confined entirely to the town population.

On the 3rd April, Committees were, at the suggestion of members of the 
Bar, organized at Gurdaspur and Batala,* for promoting a hartal on the 6th.* 
The result was a complete closure of shops and cessation of labour on that date at 
Gurdaspur, Batala, Pathankot, Dinanagar, Dhariwal, Sujanpur and in most of 
the smaller towns of the district; at Sohal, Eadian and Aliwal the closure 
was partial only. In the larger towns protest meetings were also held 
and were very largely attended. The celebration of the annual - 
Hindu festival of Ram Naumi on the 9th was made the occasion for 
scenes of Hindu-Muhammaian fraternization, and here as elsewhere, the 
cry of “ Hindu-Musalman ki jai ” carried a distinct connotation of anti- 
British feeling. The receipt on the l l t h t  of the news of the occurrences 
at Amritsar was received by the local authorities with not unnatural apprehen
sion, and the members of the Bar who had promoted the hartal were asked to 
join in a declaration against acts of violence or disorder. The response was half
hearted, and in the evening a joint meeting of Hindus and Muhammadans was 
held at a mosque. As a result presumably of this meeting, the hartal was 
renewed at Gurdaspur, Batala, Kalanaur and several other places on the follow
ing day, the 12th. Considerable excitement was manifested, and the district 
authorities thought it advisable to ask for the assistance of troops. A 
small detachment arrived, before nightfall. There was a further mass 
meeting at Gurdaspur on the evening of this day, at which inflammatory 
language was used, and there is some evidence of a suggestion being made 
for raiding the civil station. On .the same date an Indian Magistrate, who 
had been sent to Batala, was warned by a small mob there that the arrest of 
their leaders would lead to rioting. The arrival of troops at Gurdaspur appears 
to have exerci.=ed a quieting influence at the district headquarters, and no further 
demonstrations took place there ; but on the following day commenced a series 
of determined attempts to interrnpt communications. Railway, Postal and 
Canal wires w*ere cut eight times between the 13th and 25th April, in some 
cases long lengths of wire being removed. There were on the 13th strong 
rumours of an impending attack on the Dhariwal Mills near Gurdaspur, and 
a small armed force was sent there. In spite of this, the reports of impending 
attack continued for some days later. It appears, indeed, that though the 
despatch of troops to the district had prevented any actual violence, it did 
not suffice to prevent attacks on the communications (on the night of the 
14th an attempt was made to obstruct the railway by burning sleepers on 
the line near Pathankot), nor did it materially affect the attitude of those 
interested in the agitation. Thus when the District Magistrate interviewed 
a number of pleaders on the 15th they were still in the position of desiring 
to bargain rather than to offer assistance. Several of the local officials had 
begun to show signs of sympathy with the agitation, and on the 15th the

* A local Congress Committee was instituted at B tala on the 3rd mainly by members of the Bar.
t  A private telegram had been leoeived. by lh.j Station jffaeter on the loth bat the news had been kept 

bajk by him, file No. 6013.
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Deputy Commissioner found it necessary to take action against the Tahsildar 
at B^tala. The state of excitement still prevailing is shown by the fact that on 
the 16th a lighted torch was thrown into a motor car, containing an English 
lady, which was passing through Fathankot. On the 17th a canal road was 
found to he blocked by a temporary barricade. It was not until the 19th 
that a number of local leaders, who before the agitation had been known 
as strong supporters of Government, found sufficient resolution to unite 
in putting forth a manifesto condemning disorder and agitation ; the members 
of the Bar did not signify, a change of attitude until the 21st when a movable 
column arrived from Amritsar, under the command of the General Officer 
Commanding. Martial Law had not been proclaimed in this district, and no 
punitive measures were undertaken by the column. Five persons who were 
said to have been concerned in the hartal, and one person who behaved in an 
obstructive manner were however arrested by the General’s orders and removed 
to Amritsar (22nd April). They then presented a loyal address. The General 
Officer Commanding visited Dhariwal and Batala, and the general situation in 
these places and at Gurdaspur itself soon afterwards began to assume a normal 
condition.

In addition to the military precautions already referred to, the district 
authorities took steps to have the railway lines patrolled by. villagers. On 
the 21st April the district was proclaimed under the Police Act as a disturbed 
area. Orders were issued under the Defence of India Rules confining one 
Munshi Ram, Sewak, a prominent agitator, to his village ; and on the 2nd May 
nine arrests were made at Gurdaspur and Batala, under No. 12-A of the same 
rules, of persons charged with attempts to create disaffection against Govern  ̂
ment. These included a number of pleaders. On a full consideration of the 
case it was decided not to prosecute them and orders for their release were issued 
on the 5th July.* With these exceptions no measures of a special nature were 
undertaken.

•  File 6013,
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OUBOAON DI8TBICT.
There appears to have been no concerted agitation in this district. The 

only town of any importance, Rewari, was stirred to some action by the 
example of and perhaps by influence exerted from Delhi ; other small towns 
observed a short-lived hartal, but such demonstrations were neither persistent 
nor accompanied by very great tension of feeling. The movement seems to 
have been confined almost entirely to the trader class ; the headquarter 
pleaders did not at any time assume the direction of affairs ; and there was 
no manifestation of interest by the agricultural classes.

The part of the district which first felt the effect of the trouble at 
Delhi on the 30th March was Rewari. It is stated that on the 3rd and 4th of 
April a number of men who had been at Delhi urged the closing of shops 
on the 6th ; the suggestion was appai’ently accepted without difficulty by the 
traders, and there was a complete hartal on the date fixed. This apparently 
caused little inconvenience to customers, who had been duly warned, and 
had purchased the necessary supplies in advance. There were small meetings 
in the town, hut there was no organized demonstration, and no disorder. That 
there was no further demonstration was probably due to the attitude of some of the 
leading residents, one of whom kept 25 men in readiness to put down 
any sign of disorder and in addition had 200 men ready at a day’s notice. 
Towards the end of April, one Sarustigarh, alias Sanwal Ram, a precocious boy, 
aged 13, appeared at Rewari from Delhi, where he had been sentenced to 
whipping for an offence committed during the disturbances, and proceeded to 
publish a number of falsehoods regarding his Delhi exploits and previous history. 
His movements were subsequently restricted to Gurgaon under the Habitual 
Offenders’ Act. At Palwal there was a hartal on the 6th, and again on the 
10th to the 13th ; at Hodal on the 11th, due apparently to the persuasion of a 
Delhi emissary, Surendra Nath SharmA At Ballabgarh and Faridabad the shops 
were closed for a couple of hours only on the 6th. At Nagina and Firozpur 
there was a hartal on the 13th ; and on the 23rd a further demonstration 
was attempted at Firozpur by the emissary above referred to, Surendra Nath 
Sharma. He is proved to have stated that Government was arranging to have 
beef thrown into the temples and swine’s flesh into the mosque—an asser
tion for which he was subsequently tried and convicted under the Defence of 
India Act. A closure of shops at Nuh on the 13th was followed by protest 
meetings, one of which took place in the mosque. There was an attempted 
hartal at Taoru on the same date, accompanied by incidents of Hindu-Mu- 
hammadan fraternization. At the district headquarters no action was taken until 
the 10th, when as the result of the detention of Mr. Gandhi the night before a 
meeting was convened which arranged for a hartal on the 11th and on the last 
Saturday of every month till the Rowlatt Act was cancelled. The first took 
place on the 12th, but then ceased. The close connections of Gurgaon with 
Delhi led to some local excitement, but it was short-lived, and the local Bar, 
which had begun to interest itself in promoting meetings, ceased further action 
on the advice of the local authorities.

The subordinate Revenue staff seem to have succeeded in most cases 
in checking demonstrations, and no exceptional measures were taken by 
the administration. A small detachment of troops were sent to the district 
on the 16th April as a precautionary measure, The district was on the 21st 
April declared a disturbed area under the Police Act. No prosecutions were 
undert^en other than those already noticed.NATIO
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H issar D istrict.

Although there \ras little in the way of organised agitation in this dis
trict, and no open violence, every section of the urban population was, on 
the evidence of a competent Indian observer, affected by the movement. 
The rural population, on the other hand, appears to have been untouched. 
There had been a vigorous recruiting and war loan campaign in 1918, which 
the district had responded well, but the experience of this district would seem 
to demonstrate the falsity of the assumption that such a campaign is a predis
posing cause of unrest among a rural population. It is indeed possible that, 
but for the fact that Bhiwani and other towns were closely in touch with, 
Delhi, there would have been little excitement in Hissar. The demonstrations^ 
which occurred ran a normal, and somewhat uneventful, course; and it is notice
able that the promoters seemed to lay almost as much stress on the promotion 
of Hindu-Muhammadan unity as a factor in the political organization of the 
country, as on the repeal of the Rowlatt Act.

The initial demonstrations which occurred elsewhere on the 30th March 
do not seem to have affected Hissar, but a complete hartal occurred on the 6th 
April in Hissar City, Bhiwani, and an attempted hartal at Hansi. There were 
protest meetings and demonstrations of public mourning at Hissar and Bhiwani. 
On the following day a Vaish Sabha meeting was held at the latter town, in. 
wliich Muhammadan-Hindu unity was advocated, and strong resentment against 
the Act was expressed. A further unity meeting was held at Bhiwani on 
the following day, and another meeting of the same character at SIrsa. Th& 
news of Mr. Gandhi’s exclusion from the Punjab led to attempts to organize ar 
hartal at Bhiwani on the 10th and 11th, but without result. On the 12th a. 
telegram, addressed to “ all railway officials postal and telegraphic. In India 
was received from Delhi at the Hissar Canal Telegraph office. I t ran as follows.*" 
“ Urgent, every despateher to leave work after to-night Satyagrdha and start 
resistance at once waiting for whom Mr. Gandhi arrested oath.” The exact origin, 
of this wire has not been determined, but it seems that a movement was un
doubtedly on foot among telegraphists to strike or obstruct traffic. On th e  
11th a message was received in Delhi from Lahore stating that the railway 
servants there had decided to strike and suggesting that others should be asked 
to follow suit. There was also evidence of a similar tendency among the railway 
staff, and on this date a Bailway Guard at Hissar City refused to start his train 
for Jakhal. Oh the same day a protest meeting against the action taken in 
regard to Mr. Gandhi was held in the Juma Masjid at Sirsa. Numbers of Hindus 
as well as Muhammadans attended. The attempts to organize a hartal at Hissar 
City succeeded on the 13th, and in the evening there was a mass meeting in the- 
Idgah, but the tone of the speakers was moderate. Protest meetings were 
held on the same day at Hansi and Tohana. On the 14th shops were closed 
again at Tohana and also at Dabwali. No further incident occurred till the 21st, 
when inflammatory notices were found posted at Sirsa; their origin has not been 
discovered. It is worth quoting one of these to show the virulent form 
which notices of this kind sometimes assumed.

You know that some Englishmen came as merchants to India in the days of Jehangir,, 
But what do you see now ? They are the masters of India in these days,.. 
They carried on an excellent business indeed, for they made India their slave,, 
converted part of it to Christianity, and used the knife of irreligion. . The- 
Punjabis have vowed to go on fighting till Emperor Gerogfr V ' and other 
Englishmen die. Kill with the sword whenever you come across them.

From this date onwards there seems to have been no further- 
excitement. There was all the appearance of a distinct change of atmosphere, 
and numbers of persons who had previously joined in the demonstrations, or 
had preserved an attitude of indifference to them, made public expression of 
tiieir disapproval of the agitation. A small meeting of Muhammadans was- 
held at Hissar on the 22nd April to denounce Satyagraha, and on the 24th a  
mass meeting was held in the Juma Masjid with the same purpose. A joint 
Hindu-Muhammadan manifesto expressing indignation at the mob violence

• FUe No. 6083.
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of other districts was issued on. the 24th, and a loyalty meeting of Muham
madans was. held at Hansi on the 24th. Similar meetings were held at Sirsa (in 
the Jum a Masjid) on the 27th and again at on the 29th.

As'already stated, there is no doubt that where hartals were observed 
all c la s^ , even ineniate,'joined in them, ahd that the movement to that extent 
obtaMed a  general support-in the towns. The demonstrations did not, however, 
take a course which rendered exceptional measures necessary. A detachment 
of cavalry was sent to the district on the 19th April and made a tour to 
Bhiwani and back; it was everywhere well received by the population. The 
local authorities appear to have achieved a good deal of suc ŝess by a systenuitic 
course of oral propaganda for the correction of mistakcii rumours. No prosecu
tions were undert^en.
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H osHUSFTTB BiSTBlOTi

This district "was as a vhole little affected by the agitation current during 
March and A pril; it would perhaps have been entirely unaffected but for in
fluences derived from Jullundur. Though almost entirely agricultural in 
character, the district is not one which could be described either as backward 
or apathetic; it contains a considerable military element, and large numbers 
of the rural population resort either to other parts of India, or to countries 
outside India, in search o f . employment. There are numerous returned emi
grants, especially in the Sikh villages. It is clear, however, that interest 
in the general movement was confined to a number of young men of education 
(of whom the Arya Samajists showed most enthusiasm) and to the shopkeeping 
or trading class. Here, as elsewhere, the ready adhesion of this class con
stituted a novel feature in the situation. Neither the pleaders, as a whole, 
nor the students (except in the case of two schools, the Islamia High School at 
Hoshiarpur and the D. A.-V. School at Mukerian) were prominent in promoting 
demonstrations. Though wild rumours were in existence against the Rowlatt 
Act, there does not appear to have been any definite organization either for 
agitation against the Act or attack on Government.

There were few incidents calling for record. On the 30th March a 
hartal was observed at Mukerian; it does not appear to have been preceded 
by protest meetings and was probably due to the action of the younger mem
bers of the Arya community, which is in some force here, and is closely con
nected with Jullundur and Amritsar. On the 2nd April proposals were ven
tilated at Hoshiarpur to invite Dr. Kitchlew over from Jullundur; but the 
suggestion was not followed up. On the 3rd April a Jullundur politician came 
over to discuss the holding of a hartal on the 6th, and local Muhammadan and 
Hindu leaders were approached on the subject, both on this date and on the 4th. 
A meeting held on the latter day decided that Hoshiarpur must fall in line 
with the rest of the Punjab, and on the 5th a notice advocating the hartal was 
issued over 53 signatures. A counter notice, issued by some of the leading 
citizens, carried no effect, and on the 6th there was general closure of shops, 
not only in Hoshiarpur, but in most of the small towns in the district, and many 
villages. A mass meeting held in the evening at Hoshiarpur was attended by 
a crowd estimated to contain from eight to ten thousand persons. The news of 
events in Amritsar and Gujranwala caused little outward excitement, though 
there was a strong feeling of tension observable on all sides; there was a hartal 
at the small town of Garhdiwala on the 15th and an attempt to organize one, 
but without success, at Fna on the 18th. On the 21st April the railway telegraph 
wire was cut near Dasuya; but the agency has not been discovered. Ganda 
Singh, a returned emigrant, was prosecuted before a tribunal constituted under 
the Defence of India Act for sedition and for spreading false rumours in 
April and May. He was convicted on August 16th and sentenced to 6 months’ 
imprisonment.

No steps of an unusual nature were taken by the district authorities. 
The headquarters police were strengthened; arrangements were made to 
despatch armed belies of police to the district; and on the 15th of April a 
military detachment was, as a precaution, sent to Hoshiarpur. In  view of the 
character of certain parts of the district the precaution was not unnecessary, and 
no doubt had a steadying effect. Much was effected by a steady exercise of 
influence through men of local position and the prompt contradictions of alarmist 
rumours. The district was on the 21st April declared a disturbed area under 
the Police Act,
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J h a n g  D is t m c t .

This district, loug regarded as one of the most isolated and backward in 
the province, has of late years grown in importance owing to the extension of 
canal irrigation. But it still retains much of its old character, and even the 
town communities have so far taken little share in politics. There was little 
excitement manifested in the district ; the rural population were entirely 
unaffected ; and such demonstrations as occurred in the towns were short-lived. 
The most noticeable feature was the readiness of the response made by the trad
ing classes to the suggestion of the legal practitioners that they should close 
their shops. The more backward Muhammadan tribes in the district had shared 
in the agrarian disturbances of 1915, and it may readily be assumed that if the 
towns had given any strong evidence of disaffection, breaches of law and order 
would have occurred among certain classes of the rural population.

A meeting promoted by members of the' Aiya Samaj community was 
held in Jhang on the 29th March with a view to arranging a hartal on the 
30th. Shops were closed on that date, but were reopened on the District Magis» 
trate bringing pressure to bear on the traders. There was a short-lived hartal 
at Shorkot on the same date. No attempt was apparently made to institute a 
hartal at the district headquarters on April 6th and arrangements hiade for 
the closure of shops at Shorkot and Chiniot broke down. A loyalty meeting 
convened at headquarters for the 14th April, broke up in some disorder owing 
to the interference of a prominent Arya Samajist who had been instrumental in 
arranging the attempted hartal of the 30th March, accompanied by a number 
of students who had been sent to their homes from the Lahore Colleges. An 
irregular and rowdy procession went through the bazaar, but dissolved of itself. 
No further demonstration occurred. The railway telegraph line was reported 
as interrupted between Jhang and Subhaga on the 16th, but this is believed 
to have been due to the action of railway subordinates. On the same day 
there was a strike of railway subordinates at Maghiana, but they returned to 
work before night-fall.

No special measures, repressive or punitive, were undertaken by the 
administration. As a precaution a small body of troops were quartered at 
Jhang-Maghiana, and a patrol of the railway line (60 miles) was carried out 
by villagers. The only prosecutions undertaken were those of four .persons 
convicted under the Defence of India Act of disseminating false rumours ; these 
cases were dealt with by the ordinary magistracy.
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J h ELTJM D lSTfilC T.

Tins district, almost entirely inhabited by Muhammadans of a vigorous 
and martial character, and conspicuous for its efforts in recruiting during the 
war, did not as a wliole come under the influence of agitation. Such excite* 
meut as was observed occurred almost entirely in Jhelum City (the only town 
of any size in the district) and the one serious incident which falls into the 
record was the derailment of a train near Kala.

The general campaign of agitation against the Rowlatt Act elicited ho res
ponse in the district till the 5th April, when a small number of traders and 
leaders were reported as interesting themselves in persuading traders to close 
their shops on the 6th. It is note-worthy that the men most prominent in the 
movement at the outset seem to have been of small importance or. position; 
three were dismissed Government servants, and two at least were relatives of 
men who had suffered punishment on charges of conspiracy against the Crown. 
Their efforts, however, resulted in a general closure of the bazaar and the 
assembly of a meeting attended by about 1,000 townspeople—on the evening 
of the same day. Both Hindus and Muhammadans app^r to have been repre
sented ai tlie meeting, and the chief speaker is stated to have asserted that this. 
Act was “ the only reward which the country would receive for assisting 
England in the war.” The meeting confined itself to passing a resolution 
against the Act. From the 6th to the 12th no incident of any importance 
occurred; on the 13th a rumour that a second hartal was intended decided the 
Deputy Commissioner to call a meeting of the chief inhabitants, and in 
response to his warnings the attempt was abandoned. As a result of the news 
received from Amritsar and Gujranwala, however, the military authorities took 
steps to protect the cantonments, and a number of the inhabitants in the civil 
lines were removed to the Cantonments. On the evening of the 14th April an 
unsuccessful attempt was made to start a fire at the Railway Station, but there 
is reason to believe that this was the action of a railway clerk. Early on 
the morning of the 15th the engine of a passenger train proceeding from 
Jhelum was derailed near Kala. An early investigation was made into the 
affair; it appeared that a number of railway employees had determined to 
wreck a troop train expected to arrive from Rawalpindi, and had taken up part 
of the line near Kala village. The passenger train arrived first and was derail
ed, but without loss of life. The railway employees concerned were mostly 
gangmen resident in the neighbouring village of J^ a . Twenty-nine persons 
were subsequently sent up for trial in this case, of whom four were convicted, 
two were sentenced to imprisonment for ten years, one to seven, and one to 
five years, the convictions being registered under the Railw'ay Act IX  of 1890. 
At Chakwal there were eontinu^ efforts from the 14th to the l7th  to 
promote a hartal, but the local'- authorities were able to dissuade the people 
from committing themselves. At Dhudial there were also abortive endeavours 
to carry on an agitation.

The agitation resulted in no further excitement or disturbance in the  
district, and the activity displayed by the military authorities must have 
tended to prevent any further demonstration in the city itself. In the 
rural area there had not, as already stated, been from the first any interest 
manifested in the agitation; and it is clear that .the attitude of the leading men 
of the district was definitely against the movement. It was unnecessary for 
the civil authorities to take any exceptional measures, other than the patrolling 
of the railway hy villagers, and the prosecution of the accused concerned in the 
case of the derailment at Kala. The district was proclaimed as disturbed under 
the Police Act on April I7th.*

*PunJab Notification No. 10616-Police, dated 17th April 1919.

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



68

JuLLUNDVR District.
The importance of this district during the months of March and April 

lay in the fact that it is the political headquarters of the thillundur Division, and 
much, therefore, depended on its attitude. Jullundur had been selected for the 
meeting of the Provincial Conference on the 18th and 19th April, and during 
March a good deal of preliminary work had been done by sympathisers to 
interest both town and rural communities in the approaching Congress. The 
district contains a vigorous and enterprising population; there were many 
returned emigrants ; and it had experienced during the last three years a 
strenuous campaign in the interests of recruiting and subscription to the war loan.
In Jullundur itself the Arya Samaj community has both strength and influence. 
Though no organized disturbance took place in the district, a marked 
feeling of tension was created, and the attitude of a portion even of the 
rural population became one of hostility to Government. There was, in 
addition, a series of attempts to interrupt telegraphic communications. The 
presence of a considerable body of troops in Jullundur, and the utilization of a 
mobile column during the later stages of the trouble, no doubt exercised a 
steadying influence on the rural areas.

The course of events was as follows. On the first and second of April 
Provincial Conference mass meetings were addressed by Messrs. Kitchlew 
and Dina Nath of Amritsar, both of whom spoke in much the same 
strain as marked their speeches at Amritsar. Dina Nath in particular made 
a fierce attack on Government on account of the action t^ e n  at Delhî ôn 
the 30th March. Under their influence arose a sti'ong local agitation against 
the Act, in which the local Bar and the Arya Samaj community took a 
leading part. They found a degree of support among the trading community 
for which previous experience afforded no parallel. Students and schoolboys, 
on the other hand, took no active share in the demonstrations. The agitation 
resulted in the holding of a complete hartal in Jullundur City, Nawashahr, 
Banga and Bahon on the 6th-; in most of these places mass meetings were held 
and speeches of the usual type delivered against the Act. On the 9th April 
the annual Ram Naumi procession was made the occasion for further demon
strations ; it was attended by about 80,000 persons, and there were scenes of 
public fraternization between Hindus and Muhammadans. The receipt of the 
news of the Amritsar disturbances and of Mr. Gandhi’s exclusion from the 
Punjab led to a further hartal in Jullundur City on the 11th April. It 
was considered advisable to send a detachment of troops to the railway station 
and civil lines, as a precaution against disorder, and the mobile column visited 
a number of villages in the neighbourhood of Cantonments. On the following 
day, there was a closure of shops in Nurmahal, and the telegraph wire there 
was cut—the offence being traced to an Arya Samaj enthusiast. On the 
15th a hartal was observed in Nakodar, Shahkot and Mahtpur, and on the 
following day a number of wires were cut just outside Cantonments. Under 
the orders of Government a proclamation was now issued extending the Sedi
tious Meetings Act to the district. On the l7th, telegraph wires were cut at Bit 
Pind and Litran near Nakodar. The district was now proclaimed as disturbed 
under the Police Act, and to prevent further injury to the communications, 
village guards were posted on the railways, under the supervision of local 
notables as patrolling officers. On the 18th the telegraph wire was cut in 
Husainabad near Nakodar, and Sidwan flag station near the same town was 
burned down. The authorship of this was not traced, but suspicion fell on one 
of the railway staff. The interruption of communications had now been so 
constant that a small military column, accompanied by a civil officer, was sent 
out to visit Shankar, Nakodar, Bilga, Jandiala, Bundala and Phillaur ; it under
took no punitive measures. An educated Bengali Swami and a Sadhu were 
arrested and prosecuted under the ordinary law for seditious preaching. After 
this no further event of interest occurred.

With the exception of the precautionary measures above alluded to, no 
steps of an unusual nature were undertaken by the civil authorities. The 
district vas on the 21st April declared a disturbed area under the Police Apt,
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K angea D isteict. %
The agitation does not seem to have reached this district, which, ia 

isolated from the railway, and is largely in the hills, During the s^ond 
Week in April there appears to have been some talk of observing a hartal in 
the bazars of Nurpur, Eangra and Pragpur; but a meeting held by men of 
local position was sufficient to dissuade those interested in the movement. 
The attitude of the chief inen of the district was unequivocal, and relying on 
their support the district officer was able to offer the services of a large body 
of men to the Gurdaspur district, had necessity arisen. On the 20th April the 
telegraph wire on the Chakki Bridge was cut, but this has not been proved 
to have had any connection with the agitation,
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K aenax D isthict.
There is little to record either of disturbance, or indeed of serious agita

tion in this district. There are no towns of any size; the rural population ia 
distinguished neither by vigour nor martial qualities; and there are many 
families of position both in Xamal itself and the rural areas, who from the 
first showed their determination to exercise their authority on the side of 
law and order. The legal profession, elsewhere one of the main promoters of 
the movement, is not strongly represented at Kafnal; and its most prominent 
members appear to have used their influence against agitation. The district 
has, however, one feature which presented the possibility of counteracting 
influences. It is within easy reach of Delhi; its traders especially those 
resident in Panipat—have always had close relations with that city; and 
it therefore offer^ a convenient field for the spread of the agitation which 
for .some weeks dominated the Imperial Capital. That Delhi brought much 
influence to bear on Karnal is clear; but the field was not a congenial one for 
agitation, at all events of an extreme type, and the district as a whole renaained 
unaffected.

The record, therefore, is mainly one of protest meetings and short-lived 
Iiartals. On the 30th March a number of shopkeepers at Panipat closed their 
shops as a prote^ against the Rowlatt A ct; and a meeting was held to advocate 
Passive Resistance. Notices posted up in Karnal on the same day advised 
Passive Resistance as the only resort since arms were wanting for more forcible 
resistance and on the 4th a meeting was held to arrange for a hartal on 
the 6th. Nothing further occurred till the 6th April, when in answer to 
Mr. Gandhi’s demand for a universal protest on that date, shops were closed in 
Kamal, and an attempt, which proved unsuccessful, was made to induce a similar 
closure at Panipat. At a meeting held at the latter place strong language was 
used on the subject of the action taken to put down rioting at Delhi. Shops 
were also—apparently as the result of a message received from Delhi closed 
at midday at Ladwa. The annual celebration of the Jain festival of the 
Rath Jatra on the 9th April was made the occasion for Hindu-Muhammadan 
fraternization at Panipat, and on- the 11th the same town—which had in 
the interval been visited by a Delhi agitator named Bhagwanji who was 
subsequently prosecuted* under the Defence of India Rules for language used 
on this occasion—again closed its shops as a protest against the reported arrest 
of Mr. Gandhi. On the 12th a number of Hindus and Sikhs visited the 
Muhammadan imambara at Shahabad, and made arrangements for a hartal 
which duly took place next day. On the 13th and 14th there were further scenes 
nf Hindu-Muhammadan fraternization at Panipat, and a ‘communal* fine was 
inflicted on a sweetmeat seller who had refused to close his shop. On the 18th a 
further hartal was observed in Kaithal; a small crowd—mainly consisting of 
hoys -  tried to induce the staff ,of the railway station to strike, and subsequent
ly broke a few lamps and window panes. The incident was preceded by 
another scene of Hindu-Muhammadan fraternization, in which a Muhammadan 
Honorary Magistrate drank publicly fyMn a vessel previously *used by a Hindu 
boy, and a  Hindu was allow^ to lecture in the mosque.

No need arose to take special measures for the preservation of law and 
order. Special police guards were, as a precaution, posted on railway bridges 
and the line was patrolled by villagers. On 18th April a small detachment of 
troops arrived at Namal and marched through part of the district: it is 
noticeable that no further demonstrations occurred after this date. Panipat 
beld a loyalty meeting on the 27th April and on the 2nd May, the Karnal Bar 
decided that Satyagraha was not suited to the circumstances of the country. 
In addition to the prosecution mentioned above three persons, conspicuous for 
agitation in the pan-Islamic interest, were restricted under the Defence of India 
Rrules to Hie limits of the towns of which they were resident. The district was 
declared a disturbed area under the Police Act (April 21st),

^Judgment hae net yet been pronounced,
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Lahobi! D im iclf,
Parf I .—D istrict {excluding Kasur Sub-Division).

The events in this area require treatment at length, not only because 
of the importance of Lahore as the political headquarters of the Punjab, but 
because the administration of Martial Law was here more intensive than 
elsewhere.' The refcord is limited almost entirely to Lahore City. Though 
there were some sporadic attacks on communications outside, the unrest in the 
rural areas never reached serious proportions, nor did it lead to widespread 
outrage such as that which marked the rural areas of Gujranwala district. 
Those who remember the excitement which arose over the “ Punjabee ” case 
in 1906, and the more serious unrest of 1907, will readily agree that Lahore 
city, with its growing industrial population, its wealth of legal practitioners 
(whose numbers have of late years outgrown the public demand for their 
services), and its large community of students, contains much material of the 
class which reacts freely to the stimulus of political excitement. Recent 
economic conditions, involving a great enhancement of house rent, and an 
increase in prices not only of food grains, but of clothing, oil, milk and other 
necessaries, must have contributed to predispose the working classes to dis
content, and had especially affected those on fixed incomes. It is no doubt to 
these causes that should be referred the discontent which all accounts agree in  
finding to have been prevalent among the subordinates in railway employ, 
Those factors, however, applied with far less force to the trading classes,' and 
the ready support given by this class to the forces of disorder, and their easy 
acceptance of the distorted accounts current regarding the Rowlatt Act, can 
only be explained by general causes affecting the Punjab as a whole.

The agitation against the Rowlatt Act began at an earlier date in 
Lahore than in most of the other cities of the province. Its course is described 
in some detail in the order of the Martial Law Commission dated the 5th 
June 1919. There was a protest meeting held at the Bradlaugh Hall on the 
4th of February, while the Bill was still under discussion in the Imperial 
Legislative Council. The meeting was organised by the “ Indian Association ” 
and convened by its Secretary, Duni Chand, subsequently convicted in the 
order of the Commission just referred to. It is noticeable that he was also 
Secretary of the Arorbans Association, which includes numerous shopkeepers. 
The Bill was referred to a select committee on the 10th February ; and on the 
1st March Mr. Gandhi published bis first manifesto, including his Satyagraha 
vow. A second protest meeting was then held at the Bradlaugh Hall on the 9th 
March. Among the speakers on this occasion were Dr. Kitchlew of Amritsar, 
and Rambhaj Datt, both of whom were subsequently convicted by Martial 
Law Commissions for their share in the disorders at Amritsar and Lahore. The 
Bill was passed on the 18th of March, and on the 26th Mr. Gandhi’s message 

yoi the 23rd was published in Lahore. It was at the time assumed that 
the message advocated a general passive resistance demonstration on the 
30fch March, and a third protest meeting was accordingly fixed for that day, 
hut was not held as the date of the demonstration was postponed to the 6th 
of April. In the* meanwhile, however, it is clear that the events which 
occurred in Delhi on the 30th, and the news of the orders served on Dr. 
Satyapal and Dr. Kitchlew of Amritsar on the 3rd and 4th, were freely 
used not only by the original promoters of the movement, the members 
of the Indian Association, but by others also to reinforce the agitation for 
a public demonstration on the 6th April. The local newspapers published 
distorted accounts of the events at D elh i; it is for one of these accounts (issued 
on the 2nd and 3rd April) that the editor of the Pdrtap* newspaper was subse
quently convicted under the Defence of India Act. The. attitude of the leaders 
of the movement on the subject of the Delhi riots is clear from the language 
used on the subject in the current journalism. The troops “ opened fire on 
unarmed people in a devotional mood; ”t  elsewhere the action of the authorities 
was spoken of as “ cruel and unprovoked barbarity.” I t is also clear that much 
direct pressure was being brought to bear on the local shopkeepers. A notice

*MaTtial Law Commurion, caae decided 7th Jane 1019, file No. SB 
A 1 Andrapatriia, dated ll th  April 1019.
' t  Amrita Bazar P atrika , daM  ISth April 1910.

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



72

removed from the Gumti Baza» on the 3rd April has been quoted b7  the 
ya-^ial XiMr Commission as typical of the nature of the persuasion used.

Coniider awhile.
I f  the mountain of calamity be about to fall on your motherland, and you do not 

render a bit of assistance to your country—who would be smih a wretch aa 
would not join id the mournful state of his country by closing hia shop and 
observing a fast this (next) Sunday.

May God cast them into Hell who do not close their busineas this (next) Sunday 
and do not keep a fast.

The following poster is also quoted
(1) That which we apprehended has happened. The future of India in falling has

assumed the form of the- Rowlatt Bill.
(2) There is confusion in every town, province and'throughout the Empire. Is this

the law OF the tremour of an earthquake 7
(3) To practise tyranny and to give it the name of love, what a fine trick is this of

the civilization of the West,
(4) This pitcher of the East was full of the honey of loyalty, and now its sweetnesa

has become bitter to the British.
(5) Muhammadans and Hindus raised a thousand cries and Tamentatians, but could

not cure Government of its obduracy.
(6) Their arguments had no effect on Vincent th<»gh Jinnah much Beat his face and

Sapm struck his head a great deal.
(7) In  vain have we rubbed our foreheads for years in the ConnciT Chamber. Nowi

we are going to search for Gandhi’s threshold.
In  view of the open violence which had accompained the hartal at Delhi 

the Superintendent of Police issued, on the 2nd April, a notice under the Police 
Act forbidding public processions in the streets for one month; and on the 4th 
April the District Magistrate called up the signatories to the appeal for a 
hartal, and warned them of the consequences of disorder. The signatories 
offered to take complete responsibility if the police were withdrawn; and 
though they did not obtain a guarantee to this effect, they succeeded in obtain
ing a promise that no force would be used by Government to compel shop
keepers to open shops if they were unwilling to do so. The published accounts of 
the interview* show that they gave on their side an undertaking that no pressure 
should he used to force people to close their shops. The hartal which followed 
on the 6th was complete. The evidence quoted before the Commission tends to 
show that there were isolated acts of coercion against people who did not wish to 
close their shops; the press accounts make it clear that it was necessary in some 
eases to dissuade menialsf from work by telling them that the bazar was closed 
by order of Government, On the whole, however, the promoters obviously 
received an almost universal measure of support from the shopkeeping class. 
There were very large crowds in the streets. During the course of the morning 
processions were formed (usually preceded by a black flag with Mr. Gatidhi’a 
picture on it) which were with some difficulty controlled by the pplice, but the 
leaders were interested in preventing disorder, and on several occasions were 
instrumental in controlling the movements of the crowd.' Hie processions 
were illegal, hut steps were not taken to disperse the crowds as they did not 
appear to he bent on viplence. More than one Indian paper recognized that 
the police and authorities:^ had acted with tact and forbearance. In the course 
of the afternoon a large mass meeting (with an overflow meeting outside) 
was held at the Bradlaugh Hall. The tone of the meeting is best shown by 
the fact that European police (^fleers who attended were loudly hissed ; that 
there was a perpetual shouting of 'the names of Glandhi and Hlak, and that 
one of the resolutions expressed sympathy with " the innocent persons 
shot withbut justification at Delhi.” The meeting broke up before sunset, 
and. proceeded to the city with the cry of lamentation (which had for some 
time been adopted by the crowds) of ‘ H aiH ai Eiowlatt Bill,’, and the some
what characteristiG shout—now fest observed!—of “ Biai Hai George margiya.” 
On its'way it'bnm tfhe explanatory copies of the Bowlatt Act distributed 
by the Publicity Committee ; and’ a section went round to Honorary Magis
trates’ houses, hooted and t h r ^  stones. The presa§' had made &ee 
allegations that some of those gentlemen had attmnpWito prevent the hartal; 
and it would appear that cm the advice of the Districii Magistrate they

* Tribune Lahore, 6th April ISIS, 
t  Aftab  Lahore, Mh April 1919.
j  Deth Lahore, 8th April 1919,

8th April 1919.
§ See e.g., Punjabee Lahore, 8th' April 1919.

Paisa Akhbar Lahore, 8th April,1919.
Paisa Akhbgr Lahoip, ,8ffi Aprifi . 1919. Afiab Lahorey
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bad in some cases endeavoured to dissuade shopkeepers. In  one case an 
Honorary Magistrate had used some pressure on his oTrn tenants. But this is 
the extent of the alleged “ undue pressure of. the authorities to suppress the 
movement.”*

On the 7th and 8th business "was resumed as usual. On the 9th the 
annual Bam Naumif procession was held, the authorities deciding that it 
was inadvisable to interfere with it. It was made the scene of public fraterni
zation between Hindus and Muhammadans. The Commission speaks of the 
temper of the populace as still being in a dangerous condition ; and suggests 
that the cause of Hindu-Muhammadan unity, otherwise laudable, can on 
t^ s occasion only have been preached as meaning unity against Govem- 
ment.^ Elsewhere it speaks of the procession as being of a “ highly seditious 
and inflammatory character.”§ It was known that the Honorary Magistrates 
and others who had attempted to dissuade shopkeepers from the hartal had 
been threatened to stay away from the celebration, on threat of violence. 
The Lahore papers continued to print articles, referring to the incident 
at Delhi, couched in language which one of the Commissions considers 
as “ indefensible; ” it was indeed for articles published at this time, 
and in this connection that the editor of the “ Tribune ” was subse
quently convicted. II That paper itself admitted that the atmosphere at 
the time was “ highly surcharged ” and that the public mind was “ in 
a state of unusual excitement.”^  At the same time, it does not appear that 
the leaders of the movement had as yet any definite idea other than that of 
keeping the popular excitement alight. It was indeed the deliberate decision 
nf the Commission, that no charge of fomenting sedition** could be maintained 
for any action committed before the 10th April.

It was on that date, after the receipt of the news of the outbreak 
at Amritsar) that violent disorder first occurred. A very clear account of the 
occurrences on the 10th is given in the order of the Commission, dated 6th
M ayl919.tt

News of the detention of 6andhi, and of the rebellion at Amritsar reached Lahore on 
the afternoon, of the 10th April. Telegrams giving some details of what had 
happened at Amritsar were received between 3 and 4 F.u., and the news 
became public property. Towards evening a large and excited mob collected 
in Lahore City. Leaflets were distributed to it, and some of its members 
were heard shouting both in English and in vernacular that Amritsar had 
been taken and the situation was well in hand in Lahore, as three gates 
were already held and a fourth would soon be closed. Headed by a 
man carrying a black flag, the ’ mob proceeded with shouts of "  Gandhi 
ki J a i"  and “ Shaukat Ali ki J a i ' '  from the Lohari Gate through 
Anarkali to the Upper Mall. Some of its iqembers entered the compound 
of the Government Telegraph Office, but turned back on seeing a detach
ment of the Royal Sussex which were guarding the building with fixed 
bayonets. By the time the mob had got as far as the Lawren Statue, it 
numbered some thousands. There it  was intercepted by two I ndian Police 
Officers, with a handful of armed constables who were brought up at the 
double from Anarkali Police Station through the High Court grounds. 
These police lined the road in front of the mob, but they were pressed back 
for a distance of about 200 yards as far as the Soldier^ Club. I t  was then 
getting dusk.

A t this juncture Mr. Pyson, the District Magistrate, Mr. Cocks, Deputy Inspoctor- 
General, Criminal Investigation Department, and Mr. Cl.uke, Deputy 
Superintendent, Police, arrived on the spot. Mr. Fyson ordered the mob 
to retire, but they pressed round him. One of them seized him by the 
shoulder from behind and they began to go through the thin line of polioe. 
They also attempted to get round them by going through the compound 
of the Soldiers' Club. After some minutes, Mr. Fyson, who, owin '  to the 
uproar, had difficulty in making himself heard, ordered the poli>;e to w thdmw 
a little further up the Mall in order to prevent them being overwhol ued by 
the mob, and then, as there was no other means of stopping its ogress, 
^ v e  the order to fire. About a dozen rounds were fired and therr rde mob 
W&s pressed slowly back to the city. Near the Bank of Bengal M Clarke 
was thrown down, but his assailant escaped.

."r--1 " L -- ■ ’ -----. -------------------------- '
e Independent, Allahabad, 1st May 1919. 
t  Celebration in Lahore of Bam Chander'g birthday.
' Cage decided 6th Jane 1919, page 3.

Case decided 5th June 1919, pag^ 12.
.. Case decided 29th May 1919, file No. 71. 
f  “ Tribune," Jiahore, dated 10th April 1910,
**Case decided 6th June 1919, page 12. 
ffLahore Upper Mall Case, file No, 22.
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I t  is beyond doubt that tbe Lahore mob which marched on the Civil Station ot 
Lahore was actuated by the same motives as that of Amritsar. I t  was 
essentially part of the same insurrection, and it was fully aware of what 
had happened in the neighbouring town tlie same day. I t  was rapidly 
becoming more threatening, and had already displayed its contempt of the 
authority and person of the District Magistrate. A collision was inevitable, 
and had the mob proceeded a little further up the Mall it would have 
found a supply of deadly weapons ready to hand. Had it not been 
checked where it was, there was the gravest danger that it would have 
hurried on, in the confusion and darkness, to the commission of awful crimes.

It may be added, that the casualties caused by the fire of the police 
amounted to one killed and seven wounded.* The salient point of the order 
quoted above is its deliberate expression of opinion that had tiie mob not been 
checked, it would have been led on to commit serious outrage. This opinion 
is reiterated in a second order, dated 5th July 1919.t “ Open rebellion
and murder had occurred in Amritsar, and if in Laliore it had not been possible 
by the prompt employment of military force to push the mob back to the city, 
like causes would niost probably have been followed by like effects.*’ The 
point is of importance, because it has more than once been represented ]; that the 
collection of the crowd was purely sppntaneous; that its only intention in 
persisting in pressing its way down t'le Mall was to demonstrate peacably in 
front of Government House, and that its pacific character is evidenced by 
the fact that it did no damage to European shops on the way, nor did it 
molest Europeans. That its collection was more or less spontaneous the judg
ment of the Commission agrees ; it is true that it did no damage to shops, nor 
had it, up to the point at which it encountered the Police, assaulted any 
Europeans. The danger lay in the fact that the crowd was well aware of what 
had been done but a few hours before by a mob in Amritsar, under the influ
ence of an agitation precisely similar to that conducted at Lahore, and with no 
different justification for their action than existed in tlie case of Lahore. It 
would have clearly been impossible for the civil authorities, who equally shared 
the knowledge of what had happened at Amritsar, to have taken the risk of 
allowing the crowd to proceed, and the opinion subsequently expressed by the 
Commission as to the motives of the crowd affords the best justification of the 
action which the authorities decided to take.

On the receipt of news that the crowd was collecting, a message had 
been sent up to Cantonments asking for the assistance of troops, and a party of 
cavalry arrived soon after the police had fired. The police and military pro
ceeded to clear the Mall and approaches to the civil station; and in the course 
of this a further incident occurred. It is preferable here also to give the details 
in the words of the Commission§ which dealt with those subsequently charged 
with rioting on this occasion.

When the mob was driven back from the Mall it did not dissolve, but was slowly 
pushed by a small force of police into the Nila Gumbaz Chauk and up the 
Anarkali towards the Lohari Gate. There it was reinforced by a crowd issu
ing from the city, and the police under Mr. Clarke, Deputy Superintendent of 
Police, were held up at a point a little short of the cross-roads where the 
Circular Boad cuts across the Anarkali. Mr. Broadway, Superintendent of 
Police, came up with a small body of police and cavalry, but even so the forces 
of order were unable to disperse the mob which showered brickbats upon the 
police and sowars. Two or three rounds of buckshot fired at the roofs of some 
houses from which the shower of missiles was most persistent failed to do 
more thafti check the attack from that quarter. A message brought Mr. 
Fyson, Deputy Commissioner, to the spo t: lie went forward into the crowd 
and endeavoured to reason with Pandit Bambhaj Datt or Lala Duni Chand 
(he does not remember which) who were there, but all efforts to disperse the 
mob failed, and at last some half do^en rounds of buckshot were fired. The 
mob was then dispersed without further firing.

W e commend to the notice of Government the almiiable conlqot of 1̂1 concerned in 
dealing with the mob,

Three men were wounded and died later; it ia estimated that twelve 
others were wounded. It has been statedjl that the leader of the crowd at this 
point, Pandit Bambhaj Datfc, asked the District Magistrate to allow him time 
to disperse theni and was allowed ten minutes for the purpose; that the crowd

* Deputy OnnmiBsioner’g letter, dated 21st Angojt 1919. 
fLahore Leaders case, file No. 113, page 13. 
t  See e.a., Amrita Bazar Patrika, dated 12th April 1919.
§Lohari Qate Case, File No. 36.
^Independent, Allahabad, 1st May 1919.
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then sat down and was addressed by their leader ; that on the conclusion of the 
ten minutes, he asked for a further interval, and was given only two minutes 
more ; that the crowd was then in the act of dispersing when the police fired, 
using bullets as wall as buckshot. The real coarse of events is, however, 
clearly shown by the evidence taken by the Commission. I t  may he added that 
the police are usually armed with buckshot, but some rounds of hall cartridge 
had been given out ; one round of ball was fired on the Upper Mall and two at 
Hira Mandi subsequently (page 77). These were the only occasions on which 
ball cartridges were used by the police. A statement* subsequently circulated 
that the wounded were purposely neglected in hospital and that some died 
because the staff refused to extract the bullets. Enquiry shows that the Pro
fessor of Surgery was himself on duty at the Mayo Hospital (regarding which 
the allegation was made), and that he attended to the wounded himself, and 
only ref mined from operating when the patient was in a dying condition.t 
A number of the more slightly wounded were removed by their friends and were 
not taken to the hospital.

Whatever may have been the real temper and intentions of the crowd in 
the events narrated above, it is clear that the city was, on the night of the 
10th and for some days following, in a dangerously disturbed condition. It 
was the opinion of the Commission that from this date the agitation, originally 
political ia its character, assumed a criminal aspect. ** After weighing all the 
evidence we are of opinion that the prosecution has established that there was 
an active conspiracy in Lahore, to bring about the repeal of the Eowiatt Act 
by criminal means, namely by- waging war against the King, and that in 
furtherance thereof war was waged from the 11th onwards.” The military 
measures taken on the niglit of the 10th had only extended to ‘the protection 
of the civil station and its surroundings. On the morning of the 11th all shops 
Were closed and an enormous crowd of Hindus and Muhaihmadans (said to 
number 25,000 people) collected in the Badshahi Mosque, inside the gate 
of which a banner was hung bearing the inscription. “ The King who practices 
tyranny cuts his own roots underneath.” The meeting was subsequently stated 
in an Indian paper to have “ passed off quietly.” The true account, as 
taken from the evidence given to the Commission is that the crowd was 
addressed from the pulpit by Rambhaj Dattf and others, and was told to 
stand and face death if necessary. He referred to an expected decision of 
the Satyagraha§ committee that the orders of the police and other laws shonld 
be disobeyed even if death were involved. After the speech of Rambhaj 
Datt a railway khalasi named Balwant Singh, an ear-sepoy, was brought in. 
This incident is thus described by the Commission|| which tried the case on the 
28th April 1919 :—

He shouted a false stoiy that Indian regiments had mutinied in Lahore Cantonment 
and were marching on Amritsar and Lahore. He also stated th a t they had 
killed about 20U-250 British soldiers and that he himself had killed six. He 
claimed to be a soldier and was dressed as one. He was garlanded and carried 
in triumph to the pulpit of the mosque where he was called upon to make a 
speech. This he was unable to do and he shortly afterwards disappeared.

More speeches were made and a committee of management of the hartal 
was elected. “ As the result of this orgy of oratory ” states the Commission, 
“ the rabble left the mosque headed by hooligans carrying sticks and marched 
through the city,^ shouting seditious cries and destroying pictures of Their 
Majesties.” The allusion to the band of hooligans is to an organized body 
called the dandayvfwy. This body, the Commission states in another ordbr, 
■paraded the stress of Labor®.** from the evening of the 11th.

They marched two deep carrying their Bticks as if they, were rifles a t the slope or 
trail. At constant halts they knelt, by numbers, as if in a firing position. 
On numerous occasions Chanan Din made inflammatory speei^hes proclaiming 
that he and bis band were rebels' an'l looked, not to His Majesty the King, 
but to Germany, Turkey and Kabul as their suzerains. He invoked the 
assistance of God and of these powers to overthrow the British Oorvernment. 
He also made r^erence to the Bowlatt Bill. Chanan Din's speeches were 
applauded by the mob, and the “ F au j"  as it passed along, was joined by 
recruits who were supplied with sticks.

*Indepe‘ndent, Allahabad, 4et May 1919.
t  Letter dated 3rd September 1919.
i  Labbre'Lesdere Case, derided 5th June 1919, file I fa  113, page 9.
§ Lahore Leaders Case, decided Cth June 1919, file Na 119, page 14.
II Crown rerttii Falwant Singh, file No. 2.
^  Lahore Leaders Case, file No. 113, decided 6th Jane 1919, page 9.
** Banda FauJ Case, decided 29fb April 1919.
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 ̂ '^Earlier in th e  morning an incident had occurred near the Lahori Gatie, 
which formed the subject of a  further order* by the Commission and is 
worth repeating a t length.

An armed guard of police, under the command of Mr. Gray, Resetve Inspector, wm 
proceeding from the Anarkali Police Station to the Lahori Ghcte. A crowd 
was collected near the Lahori Gate, and the accused Moti Bam, in a frensied 
state and bare-headed, shouted out several times to the police turn kamart 
hhai ho hamare goth ghahid ho. The use of these words by the accused is posi- 
,tiVely' sworn to by the witnesses, including Mr. Gray himself, who at once
arrested the accused..............We cannot imagine any more flagrant example of
an attempt to excite disaffection (which words include *' disloyuty and all feel
ings of enmity "  ) against Government,. than the use of the words which we 
have quoted addressed to armed Police in the presence of a mob. The 
obvious intention of the accused was to excite such disaffection as would 
seduce the police from their duty and induce them to join the mob against 
the Government. In  the  circumstances the invitation to armed police to 
become “ martyrs ” was an offence of the greatest gravity; and but for the 
staunchness which the police displayed, might well have led to a very serious 
catastrophe.

, During the day strenuous attempts were made to promote a strike among 
the large number of hands at the B,aiVway Workshops. Leaflets on the subject 
of passive resistance were distributed, and an attack was made by a small 
crowd on the Time olfice, in the course of which the Locomotive Supemntendent 
was stoned. The police was called in, and had -to disperse the crowd with 
fixed bayonets ; there were, however, no casualties. The men returned to work 
to the extent of about 36 per cent, of their usual numbers.

On the close of the meeting at the B^idshahi Mosque ou the Ilth> it had 
been announced by Duni Chand that a further meeting would take place on the- 
following day. It is as well to remark here on the very unusual nature of a'mass- 
meeting in such a place. The view taken of these meetings by orthodox Muham
madans was clearly expressed by the Secretary of the Muslim League—itself 
a political organization—who described them as “ sacrilege.” The custodians of 
the mosque, the Ahjuman-i-Islam subsequentlyf published a manifesto regretting 
the use to which the mosque had been put, and stating their intention not to/ 
allow its repetition. The use of the mosque for a mass meeting, therefore, 
emphasized the real nature of the temporary rapprochement of Hindus and 
Muhammadans ; here,' as elsewhere, the cry “ Hindu-Musalman ki jai ” connoted' 
a union that had only one purpose, a combined attack on Government. The 
meeting which took place was subsequently described in an Indian paper as 
“>absolutely orderly and peacefuh” J The view of the Cpmmission was that it was 
“ even more lawless than that held on the previous day.” An incident occurred 
during the meeting which fell in due course for treatment by the Commission,§ 
and may be narrated in their own words.

A meeting with political objects was held in the Badshahi Mosque, Lahore. I t  was 
to be addressed by leading Hindus. Many Hindus were present and many 
people armed with sticks. Maulvi Abdul Hai having recognised Chandhari 
Ali. Gauhar, a Criminal Investigation Department Inspector, who was pre
sent in plain clothes, made an inflammatory speech a g a ii^  the Criminal Inves— 

'tigation Department in general, saying that no progress with their objects 
was possible until the Criminal Investigation Department were eliminated, 
and pointed out.Ali Gauhar as an  object of immediate attack. Maulvi AbduL 
Hai and the , other accused then ' set npon Ali Gauhar who was beaten with 
sticks on the body. His assailants had him at their mercy hnt did not k ill 
him. Followed ny the mob he was chased to his house where he shut himr 
self in. There Were shouts of “ bum the house'’̂  and the door was battered,, 
hn t the- mob ,did not proceed to  ̂ extremes. AU- Ganhar’s pagri was after
wards burnt in the mosque.

It was shortly after this fncident that .a mixed force of police and mili- 
,t»ry, accompanied by civil officers,-which ha(  ̂marched into the city at 9*30 A.M., 
approached, the Badshahi Mosque. At the nsk  of interrupting the narrative, it 
may be well to note|| here a charge which has been made thiat the sending of 
thi» force into the city was a breach of an/agreement made with the leaders of 
the hartal movement. The allegation is that the District Magistrate had pro
mised those gentlemen on the previous day (the 11th). that if they undertodc

* Crown vergkg Mott Bsm, decided 3rd Ifiiy 1919, file No: 191 
t  Iceaed 35th April 1919.
X Independent, Anahshod, lot May 1910.
§ Badshahi Mosqoe Case, file Ko, 1, dMided 2SUt April ̂ 1 0 .
II Iniepm ltnt, let May 1919.
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tliat crowds should not go into the Malh no military or police should be sent 
into the city, and there should be no firing. That such an undertaking was 
ever given was categorically denied by the District Magistrate; and the story 
was not believed by the Commission. Their conclusion was that it was “ quite 
possible that Mr, Fyson had said something which Sambhaj Datt* either mis
understood or chose to misunderstand. *’

To resume the narrative of events. The demeanour of the crowd, as the 
force approached the mosque, was hostile, and at the west end of Hira Mandi 
the space in front of the Mosque and Fort had to be cleared by the cavalry 
moving in line. A Muhammadan Provincial Service Officer was then sent into 
the mosque with an order to the crowd to disperse; this was done, and the 
entrances piquetted. Shortly afterwards the force was obliged to take more 
serious action to restore order. The incident was described in the order of the 
Commissionf dated 15th July 1919 as follows :—

On reaching the entrance to the Tibbi Bazar this force which was accompanied 'b j  
Civil, Military and Police Officers found itself ^o hainpered by a large and 
unruly mob which had collected in its rear that it faced about and endeavoured 
to disperse the mob by pushing it back along the Hira Mandi. I t  reached 
the turning leading to the Badshahi Mosque and was there held up hy the 
crowd which had assumed a very menacing attitude. Constant warnings had 
been addressed to the mob to induce it to disperse and at the turning final 
efforts were made to do this by peaceful means. These failed and the order 
to fire was given by the Deputy Commissioner. Not more than eight rounds 
were fired by the police—the troops were not called upon to do so—and this 
quieted the mob sufficiently to allow of its being then dispersed without the 
use of further force. ^

The officer in charge of the troops states that the reason for firing 
was that a portion of the cavalry had become separated and were being heavily 
stoned. His account states that nearly 20 rounds were fired, and this is 
probably the more correct as one student was killed, and 28 paenj wounded of 
whom one died subsequently, but no arrests were made. The crowd then 
dispersed but very large crowds attended the burning of the body of the student 
who was killed, Muhammadans joining with Hindus in carrying the bier. It  
was subsequently asserted that the firing had been commenced by an Honorary 
Magistrate and that the police had fired no less than nine shots§ into the boy who 
was killed. The first part of this allegation is disproved by the order of the 
Commission; the latter is proved by medical evidence to have been without 
foundation. He was wounded by buckshot but actually died of shock. Later 
in the day it was necessary to send a military detachment to the Railway 
Workshops to keep order; most of the men had returned to the carriage shops, 
tut there were veiy few working in the locomotive sheds.

Towards the afternoon some of the more moderate leaders of public 
opinion in Lahore —who had not personally been concerned in the agitation— 
got into touch with the promoters of the hartal and the Badshahi Mosque 
meetings, and endeavoured to arrange terms of agreement with Government, 
The popular part^ would only accept mediation on condition of the with
drawal of troops from the city, the release on bail of all persons arrested 
and the restoration of the killed and wounded. These terms were actually 
conveyed to Government by the intermediaries. There would perhaps never 
have been at any time a possibility that such a proposal should be accepted ; 
the receipt during the day of the news of the events at Kasur, proof of the 
rapid extension of the area of violence and outrage, made not only the grant 
but even the consideration of such conditions unreasonable. The best that 
the intermediaries could do was to arrange a further meeting for next day (the 
13th) at the Town Hall at which both the popular leaders and the Deputy 
Commissioner were to be present.

The meeting duly came off on the 13th but without result. The popular 
leaders reiterated their demand ; the Deputy Commissioner insisted that as a first 
proof of good faith the shops should be opened. The Deputy Commissioner sub
sequently summoned a number of leaders, and read to them portions of Bengal 
Regulation X of 1804, warning them that Martial Law would be introduced 
unless the hartal was stopped. The Martial Law Commissionll subsequently

* Lahore Leaders Case, decided 5th June 1919, page 16. 
t  Hira Handi Case, dMided 16th July 1919. 
i  Htpn^DomiiMsatoiier’s letter, dated 21st Angoat 1919.
$ Iitieptnitnt, Lahore, May 1st
If Lahore Leaden Case, decided 5th Jane 1919, page 17..

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



78

expressed its opinion that there was no evidence that this warning was conveyed 
to thie people; at all events the hartal continued, and the popular leaders 
brought into effect the scheme, inaugurated on the 11th and then liberally 
subscribed to, for instituting langars (or free messes), and for cheap food shops. 
The city continued to provide a striking spectacle of unrest; peace was kept 
by the presence of a considerable body of troops, but there was much excite
ment. The Commission* quotes a poster, the Banda Akhbar, published at 
this time, as illustrating the prevalent temper of the mob — *

Banda Akhbar.

Firtl event.—When Mahatma Gandhi arrived at Palwal, the English monkey in
formed him that his entry into the Punjab was forbidden, and that he should 
please go back. He replied that he would never go back; then that pig 
monkey arrested him. Reports of his arrest reached here at once.

Second event.—When the news reached Amritsar, the Banda Fauj of the brave Sikha 
set fire to the Bank, the Railway Station and Electric Power House. They 
cut the telegraph wires and retuoved the railway line. The Banda Fauj of 
Amritsar, bravely killed a number of European monkeys and their Sikh regi
ments have revolted and deserted. O Hindu, Muhammadan and Sikh 
brethren, enlist at once. in the Danda Army, and fight with bravery against 
the English monkeys. God will grant you victory. Do not apprehend that 
God does not help us. Cast away such a notion out of your heart. God 
helps us at all times 'and hours. Conquer the English monkeys with bravery, 
God. will grant victory. Leave ofE dealings with the Englishmen, close office* 
and workshops. Fight on. This is, t̂he command of Mahatma Gandhi.

Third event.—0  Hindu, Muhammadan and Sikh brethren, do you know of the 
incident that took place at the Mall Road on the night of the 10th April ? 
The Hindus and Muhammadans who were martyred that day were your own 
and they sacrificed their lives. Does not this incident excite you ? W hat 
is the reason ? Were not those who were made martyrs in Hira Mandi 
on the 12th April your own brethren, and died at the hands of the tyrants ? 
Does the Prophet of God command you not to fight against the tyrant ? 
No, never, the Prophet himself fought, and has commanded us too to destroy 
the tyrants as he did. Should we not be ashamed ourselves that while the 
tyrant is up to all sorts of cruelty, we are sitting quiet ? 0  Hindu, Muham
madan and Sikh brethren, raise the cry of Allah Akbar and kill the Kaffirs. 
Get reidy-soon for the War and God will grant Victory to India very soon, 

^ Fight with enthusiasm and enlist yourselves in the Danda Army.

The district was now proclaimed under the Seditious Meetings Act, 
and notice given forbidding all assemblies of more than ten persons; all whole
sale and retail liquor shops were also ordered to be closed throughout the city. 
Before the day ended a serious outrage occurred at Wagah on the Amritsar 
line. “ At the Baisakhi fair held at l^n iala  village in the Lahore ' d strict” 
says the order of the Commissionf which subsequently tried the ease, 

an impromptu meeting was held; speeches were made attacking Gov
ernment, and a rising was advocated. That night in consequence of this 
conspiracy, the Wagah Railway Station was sacked and burnt, telegraph 
wires were cut, a length of line taken up and an armoured train was 

• consequently derailed; but there was fortunately no loss of life.” The 
principal mover was a havildar' in a .Sikh regiment, a man hitherto of 
exemplary character. The outrage was not apparently organized from Lahore, 
but was directly due to excitement arising from the Lahore agitation. Next 
morning, the 14th, three of the leaders, Pandit Bambhaj Dutt, Lala Har 
Kishen Lai and Lala Duni Chand were deported from Lahore, action being taken 
under the Defence of India Act. The hartal still continued—it did not indeed 
terminate till the 18th when it was ended under the operation of Martial 
Law—but no public meetings were allowed. At Kot Radha Kishen stones 
were thrown at the train, and telegraph wires cut at Wagah, Jallo and Attari. 
Guttings of wire on the railway had now become so persistent that Lahore was 
practically isolated except by wireless. There is no doubt that’ unrest was 
steadily extending to the villages on the Agiritsar line, and there was a suspi
cious assembly, convened by beat of drum, held at Padhana. The attempts to 
prevent railway workmen getting to the railway shops also continued, and 
were only frustrated by employing police with! ffx^  bayonets to disperse the 
crowd.

* Lahore Leaders Case, decided 6th June 1910, page 8, 
t  Wagah Station Caee, decided 7th Jqne 1919, V
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We now enter on the final stage of the narrative-the steps taken to 
restore orde". Oa the following day, the 15th, a proclamation was issued 
declaring Martial Law throughout the district. Two areas of administration were 
formed, Lahore City and Civil Lines being placed, under the name of the Lahore 
Civil Area under Lieutenant-Colonel Frank Johnson, D.S.O., and the Lahore Dis
trict being administered by the Officer Commanding the Brigade, Lahore. In the 
succeeding narrative, reference will he made only to the administration of the 
Lahore Civil Area, the operations of Martial Law in the rest of the district 
(except Kasur Sub-Division, which is separately dealt with) being compara
tively unimportant^ On the 15th were issued the initial Martial Law Regula
tions (1) proclaiming a Curfew* between the hours of 8 p.m. and 5 a.m., (2) call
ing in all vehicles,t (3) prohibiting the issue of third and intermediate class 
tickets on the railway,! and (4) suppressing langars.^ The hartal still conti
nued in the city itself, but shops were now re-opened in the suburbs. Sporadic 
attacks on the communications outside Lahore still continued; a train was 
stoned at Kot Badha Kishen, wires were cut and timber obstructions placed on 
the line beyond Changa Manga. T^o Grass Farm stacks were burned at 
Banghali and Padri.

On the following day, the 16th April, a certain number of arrests 
were made by the Police, and Martial Law Simulations were issued (1) requiring 
the registration II of lawyers’ agents and touts, and forbidding them to leave Lahore 
without permit, (2) instituting a roll-call for the D. A.-V. College at Bradlaugh 
Hall,^ (3) providing for the protection of Martial Law notices,** (4) forbidding 
the carrying of cudgels, (5) forbidding more than two persons to walk abreast 
on any pavement or the sidewalk.ft A flying column under Lieutenant-Colonel 
W. R. Bourne, and accompanied by a Magistrate, left Lahore and visited the 
villages of Sahajpal, Bhangali, Chavindi, Barki and Hudiara. At Bhangali 
nine men were arrested as suspected of being concerned in burn
ing the Grass Farm stack on the previous day, and at Chavindi six men 
were arrested on the same suspicion, four at Barki, and two at Hudiara. 
Minor outrages still continued on the line of communications; several pas
sengers were injured by stones thrown at a train at Kot Radha Kishen, 
and a gate-keeper’s hut was broken into near Patti.

On the 17th, a Martial Law orderf! was issued requiring the general 
opening of shops. A notiee§§ had issued late on the previous day requiring 
the shops in the Anarkali Bazar to open; on the news that the general 
order was issuing the hartal began to come to an end. A number of shops 
re-opened in the city, and the remainder re-opened on the following morning. 
The last of the attempts on the railway to be recorded was made on this day, 
an endeavour being made to detail the train between Jallo and Harbanspura. 
The flying column visited Padhana, Atari and Wagah. An enquiry was made 
at Padhana as to the origin of the unlawful assembly reported on the 13th, 
and nine men, including two headmen, were arrested. At Wagah the village 
headman was arrested as likely to have cognizance of the burning of Wagah 
Station, which is close to the village. The Officer Commanding directed 
the arrestllll of the students of the Sanatan Dharam Hostel, where Martial Law 
notices had been defaced: they were interned in the Fort.

The close of the hartal on the 17th marks an important stage in the 
restoration of order. The order of the Commission, dated 5th July 1919, 
demonstrates the importance which the leaders of the crowd attached to its 
continuance, and the extent to which it was responsible for the disorder in the 
areas outside the city. “ It was obvious that unless the hartal ended at once 
further discontent, tumult and outrage must necessarily result, and it was the

* Martial Iaw notice No. 1 
t  Martial Law noticee N d*. Sand 3.
X Martial Iaw notice No. 4  
§ Martial Law notice No. 6.
K Martial Law notice No. 6.
T  Martial Law notice No. 7.
** Martial Law notices Noa. 8, and 9. 
t t  Martial Law notice No. 12.
! !  Martial Law notice No. 14.
§§ Martial Law notioe No. 10. '
nil Martial Law notioe No. 12.
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plain duty of every loyal subject to do all that lay * in his power to qnell the 
excitement, and to get the people hack as soon as possible to peaceful employ
ment.” The steps taken by the Officer Commanding and the civil 
authorities for the next fortnight were, partly subordinate to the main purpose 
of ending conditions created by the hartal in the city, partly directed to 
restoring normal conditions in the rural areas. On the 18th a Regulation* waa 
issued dealing with the spreading of false, inaccurate, and exaggerated 
reports in connection with ‘ the Military or Political situation ’ and on the 
same day the students of the Dyal Singh College, who were alleged to have 
been engaged in spreading such rumours, w'ere ordered to report themselves 
four times a day to the military authorities.f On this date the flying column 
visited Narwar, and Jallo. Local information asserte(  ̂that the persons who 
had biynt Wagah Station came mainly from the former village, and as the 
village headman and others refused to produce any evidence as to the persons 
culpable, the officer in charge of the column ordered three headmen and four 
others to be beaten by a cavalry sowar. The zaildar, two headman and five 
others were subsequently arrested. The column then returned to Lahore.

On the 19th a Martial Law notice was issued calling up motor cycles 
and a certain number of foot cyclest and on the 20th an order issued providing 
for the calling up of firearms,§ whether held under license or otherwise. On 
the same day another flying column went to Muridke and Kamoke, between 
which places the telegraph wife had been cut; this column was accompanied by a  
Civil Officer, and the latter, acting as a Summary Court, sentenced the headman 
of Kamoke to a fine of Rs. 200 and a whippingfor obstructive behaviour. On the 
21st a slight relaxation was made in the Curfew orders|| and further orders^ fol
lowed calling up cycles other than those owned by Europeans, and also requisition
ing electric fans** required for the use of troops. On the 25th April ordersft 
were issued to the students of the King Edwdtd College similar ,±o those which 
applied to the Dyal Singh College ; the Medical students had been found in 
possession of illustrated newspapers containing pictures disfigured by obscene 
allusions to Europeans. On the 25th also began a series of ordersft the object 
of which was to regulate the price of commodities, as it was believed that high 
prices had caused and were still causing discontent. With the exception of a 
notice§§ dealing with attempts made to extort bribes or gratifications in con
nection with proceedings under Martial Law, and two notices||ll necessi
tated by the receipt of news regarding the outbreak of hostilities with 
Afghanistan, the remainder of the notices issued referred to the gradual re
laxation or total cancellation of ordinances previously issued. The orders 
regarding the Medical College students were withdrawn on 5th May^^'on proof 
that the College authorities had taken disciplinary action against the students ;*** 
the orders against other colleges were withdrawn in similar circumstances on the 
1 2 th ttt and ISth .ttt Eurther relaxations of the ‘ Curfew ’ order were announced 
in notices,§§§ dated 12th May, 15th May, 24th and 31st May. On the 20t'a May 
an order|||||| restored the full use of the Badshahi Mosque to the Muhammadan 
community and in doing so reminded the community of the fact that by the 
arrangements made in 1856, when the mosque was handed over to the Muham
madans, it was within the competence of the Commandant, Lahore, to deny 
access to it on necessity arising. Eans, bicycles and motors were restored 
by orders, dated 6th and 9th June. All Martial Law restrictions were finally 
withdrawn on the 12th June.

* Martial Law Botioe No. 16. 
t  Martial Law notice No. 16. 
t  Martial Law notice No. 17.
§ Martial Law notice No. 18.
H Martial Law notice No. 20. ■ e
q  Martial Law notices Noe. 21 and 21.
** Martial Law notice No. 26. 
f t  Martial Law notice No. 27.
i t  Martial Law notices Nos. 20, 31, 32, 34, 36, 37, 38, 38.40, 41, 47, 48, 52; 68. 60. 61 tad  02l
§§ Martial Law notice No. 33, dated 2nd Maj.
jljl Martial Law notices Nos. 42 and 43, dated lOtk May.

Martial Law notioe No. 36.
• • •  See page 26. 
tttM artia f  Law notioe No. 44.
W  Martial Law notioe No. 46.

Martial Law notices Noa. 46, 49,10.67, 69.
Qllll Martiid Law notice No. 63.
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The actaal period of disorder maj, as already indicated, be said to hare 
•aded ^ith the termination of the hartal. The course of Martial Law adminis- 
tiation subsequent to that was really in the nature of a substitute civil 
administration, of a  summary type, of which the primary objects were to 
establish a morale which would aflbrd a guarantee against the recrudescence 

disorder, to safeguard the rail and telegraphic communications against 
further interruption, and to restore the position of Grovemment as the guarantor 
of peace and good order which had been sacrificed during the disorders of the 
10th to the I7th of April. I t  was inevitable that an administration of this 
nature should be vested with powers which could compel unquestioned com-

Sliance with its orders; it was equally inevitable that it should involve a 
egree of interference with the ordinary life of the people which would be 

impossible, and indeed undesirable in ordinary circumstances. Its regulations 
necessarily assumed in some cases a form which was based on racial dis
tinctions; the Curfew order, the restrictions on travelling, and other orders  ̂
of the same nature, were so framed that they did not apply to Europeans. But 
Martial Inw was introduced largely because of the attacks on one section of His 
Majesty’s subjects, and in the protection of that section, some of its ordinances 
could not but assume a racial aspect. It was, as has been explained in a pre
vious section of this memorandum, maintained for a somewhat longer period than 
would otherwise have been necessary owing to the menace of the Afghan War. 
The Curfew orders, the restrictions on travelling, the impressment of vehicles, 
the orders regarding roll-calls, unquestionably involved much inconvenience 
to the people of Lahore; the orders regarding prices were less open to 
criticism on this account, and in many quarters appear to have attained 
a certain measure of popularity. They were not, however, of uniform success 
as economic measures. No ..difficulty seems to have arisen over the orders 
regulating tlm price of vegetables or salt; but some difficulty arose on the 
price fixed for milk owing to the extent of the adulteration to which people 
had previously been accustomed. The most serious difficulties occurred over 
wheat and atta, as the import was seriously affected. On May the 28th it 
was found necessary to raise the prices fixed; and at the beginning of June 
it was found advisable to abolish the fixed rates, to suspend the levy of 
octroi on imports and to arrange with the Municipal Committee for the opening 
of cheap grain shops for the poor. The action taken was successful and imports 
were resumed, nor did the general prices rise as a result of the suspension of 
restrictions.

The authority to punish breaches of the Martial Law Eegulations was 
vested in the area officers and other officers nominated in accordance with the 
General Officer Commanding’s proclamation of 19th April 1919 (page 23), 
such officers sitting for the purpose as Summary Courts. Until the formal 
nomination of such officers, breaches were punish êd under the orders of the 
Officer Commanding Civil Area, Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson; these officers 
were subsequenty nominated as area officers, and as shown in a previous 
section, a certain number of civil officers were also given powers under the 
Divisional General’s proclamation. As the administration of Martial Law 
Regulations was more intensive here than elsewhere, it may be well to 
uialyse in some detail the nature both of the offences against the Regulations, 
and Uie punishments awarded. In all, charges were laid against 277 persons 
of whom 69 were acquitted and 208 convicted: of these 140 cases were 
dealt with by Lieutenant-Colonel F. Johnson and Major Barnes, and 
137 by the Civil Magistrates specially empowered in this behalf. There 
were 66 convictions for breach of the Curfew order ;• fpur persons were 
imprisoned for^ ân average period of one month, 32 persons were flogged, 
30 were fined, the average fine being about Rs. 13. Thirty-one persons 
were convicted! of taking part in a procession or illegal assembly; 10 
were flogged, and 21 fines were inflicted, the average being about the 
same. Five persons were convicted^ of tearing down Martial Law notices, 
two were sentenced to imprisonment for six months each, four were flogged

*  No. 1(1). 
tN a  1.(4)..
JNc. 8.
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and one fined B b. 250. Klne peraons in all wiBre convicted of refusine 
to carry on work or business ;* one was imprisoned for a month, two were flogged 
and 5 fines were inflidied. Fifty-one persons were conricted of refusing to sell.t 
adulterating or over charging for milk ; three were imprisoned for an average of 
€ weeks, three were flogged, and 48 fines (of an average of Bs. 55) were inflicted. 
Eight persons were convicted of breaches of the order} regarding bribes or 
extortion; seven were flogged, and one fined. Eight were convicted of a breach 
of the order requiring registration of stocks of wheat!;§ fines only were inflicted, 
the average being Rs. 57. The number of convictions for breaches of other 
regulations Were unimportant, the only other ceise calling for mention being 
perhaps that of a person convicted of referring to British Bubjects|| in words of 
contempt, and sentenced to three months’ imprisonment and ten stripes. In all 
twenty persons were imprisoned, with an average of about months each;
€6 persons were flogged, the average number of stripes being 12, and 136 
persons fined, the average being Bs. 50. The figures of flogging are of interest in 
view of the allegations made tĥ at whipping was “ promiscuous ’’in' and so severe 
that some persons died of it. Only young and able-bodied men were whipped 
and as far as possible efforts were made to avoid whipping men of any social 
standing; 55 persons were flogged in the Jail, and 11 persons were flogged 
in the compounds of the Telegraph Office, the old Kotwali or the Reservoir 
chowks. These places were sufficiently open to be described as semi-public. The 
flogging was with a rattan or cane. An order** of the Officer Commanding in 
regard to the discrimination to be exercised by his officers is worth reprinting —

(1) In order to prevent the occurrence of regrettable incidents, it must b a  clearly
understood that the existence of Martial Law neither necessitates nor justifies 
the committal of excesses either in—

(а) the maintenance of order;
(б) in enforcing obedience to Martial Law .Regulations; nor 
(c) in the infliction of punishment.

(2) The guiding principle to be borne in mind is that the force required in (a) and
(6) and the ensuing punishment should never exceed the necessities of the 
case.

(S) The punishment of whipping in particular, whilst probably the most efficacious 
and convenient method of summarily dealing with most minor breaches of 
Martial Law Regulations, requires tact and commonsense in its infliction. 
Under no circumstances should old or feeble men be flogged, and the social 
status of the offender also needs consideration.

(4) I t  cannot be too clearly impressed on all ranks that the temporary supersession 
of the ordinary process of Civil Law by the introduction of Martial Law, 
does not mean that justice ceases to be administered; on tbe contrary, the 
suspension of the usual safeguards makes it doubly imperative that all 
concerned should bear in mind that it is “ up to them "  to see that Justice, 
and not irresponsible violence, is administered.

No whipping, except those imposed by the flying column and above 
referred to, was inflicted save in respect of a definite charge against the Regula
tions, and after a summary trial. Only ope case has been brought to light in 
which the authority given can be said to have been abused. That is the case of 
an Anglo-Indian Magistrate who without proper justification sentenced,several 
members of a marriage party to be whipped as forming an illegal assembly. 
He was promptly deprived of his powers by the local Government.

In  addition to the penalties described above collective fines were imposed * 
by the Officer Commanding (Lahore Area) on villages suspected to have 
been concerned with the burning of 'Wagah Station and the illegal assembly at 
Fadhana. They amounted in all to Rs. 6,600 (being the equivalent of half the 
land revenue), and were collected by the flying columns.

•Nos. 10 and 14. 
t  No. 31.
:No.33.
§No. 34.
II No. 30.
q' Ind»pemdt%t, AllahaW, lat Kay 1919.
** laatnietioii 9, datad 19ft April 1919.
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There were some suggestions that the existence of Martial Law con
ditions led to much bribe-taking on the part of subordinate officials. The matter 
is always one difficult of complete control in India, hut there was on thi» 
occasion at all events no inclination, to overlook offences* of this nature. The 
authorities inflicted somewhat severe punishment in eight such cases; 
and in one case of extortion detected by the Police the Martial Law 
Commission awarded a sentence of three years' imprisonment.* In regard 
to the conduct of troops, there seem to have been few allegations or 
rumours of excesses committed. It was asserted that some five or six men were 
shot at night; but as far as can be ascertained the only shots fired after the 
introduction of Martial Law were from a rifle accidently discharged while 
being cleaned in camp, and three shots fired (without injury) at a motor car 
containing Europeans who failed to stop when challenged.

In regard to judicial measures, the Martial Law Commissioners tried 
15 cases* involving 72 accused of whom 58 were convicted. The cases tried 
were of ccmsiderable importance, as they included the prosecution of the leaders 
of the agitation in Lahore, and of two newspaper editors. No sentence of 
death was inflicted, but 42 persons were sentenced to transportation for life and 
12 others for minor terms of imprisonment.

Minor offences, not tried by the Commissions, but occurring between the 
30th March and the date of the proclamation of Martial Law were tried by the 
Magistrates empowered as Summary Courts, under Notification No. 12341-A., 
dat^ 5th May 1919. 20 cases were so decided, with the result that 2 persons 
were sentenced to 2 years' rigorous imprisonment, 3 to 1 year's rigorous impri
sonment, 8 to whipping and 17 to fines under Es. 50. 2 persons were acquitted.

*C»ae decided 30tk April 1919, file No. 4. 
tSzdndee figoree foi Kmut Md Ehem Ki
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Lahorb District.

Part I .—Kasur Sub-Division.
Kasur is a town of only 25,000 inhabitants, but it contains a very unruly 

element of the menial, leather-worker and butcher class. The record of 
April last shows how q^uickly a mob composed of those elements, excited 
by an agitation promoted primarily for political reasons, may give way 
to violence and outrage; and it illustrates clearly the incapacity of political 
leaders to allay or even to direct into less harmful channels the excite
ment they have aroused. It does not appear that the agitation in the town 
was of long duration; there is indeed no record of meetings or propaganda 
before April, the 10th, and the town did not even observe the general 
hartal of April 6th. It is safe therefore to exclude any suggestion that 
disorder was long premeditated or due to a definite organization to that end. 
Kasur came, in fact, under the infiuence of the disturbances at Lahore 
and Amritsar. On the lOth April there was a rumour in the bazar that outside 
traders were likely to boycott the town unless it took a share in the agitation; 
on the 11th a hartal was started. It appears to have been primarily due to the 
action of a Muhammadan shop-keeper (Nadir Ali Shah), a master of the High 
School, and a tailor, who assembled a crowd of men and went round the town 
closing the shops. For the most part they seem to have found a ready com
pliance with their demands. Subsequently, however, more infiuential figures 
appeared on the scene, and a crowd was addressed at the Hari Har Mandi by a 
number of pleaders and some members of the Municipal Committee. With 
the exception of that of Nadir Ali Shah, the shop-keeper already referred to, 
the tone of the speeches was moderate..

The hartal continued next morning, the 12th April, and while the 
pleaders and other leaders concerned in the agitation were discussing the institu
tion of free common messes for Hindus and Muhammadans during the strike, 
a large crowd again collected. This time it was joined by a number of 
schoolboys, who, in this instance, clearly bore a considerable share in adding to 
the excitement and instigating disorder. The crowd rapidly grew to several 
thousands; excitement was enhanced by bringing out at its head a bed covered 
with a black flag, as an emblem of the death of liberty, and about ten o’clock 
it took its way, under the direction of Nadir Ali Shah, to the railway station. 
It now resembled a Muharram procession; there were general cries of lamen
tation, and beating of breasts; it was deliberately working itself up into the 
state of frenzy which Muharram processions frequently exhibit. Up to this 
time apparently the intention had merely been to make a violent demonstration. 
A rriv^ at the station the crowd did considerable damage by breaking door.s 
and throwing stones at windows, but did not penetrate the station or interfere 
with the permanent way. It then commenced to turn away, but at the direct 
incitement of some of its leaders, surged back and commenced a more serious 
work of destruction. It burnt an oil shed, damaged the signal and telegraph 
wires, smashed a quantity of furniture, and looted the ticket ofi&ce.

Three trains had been drawn up at the distant signals, and to one of 
these (the Ferozepore train) the crowd, now in a thoroughly violent mood, made 
its way. The train contained several Europeans, Mr. and Mrs. Sherboume and 
their three small children; Captain Limby, H.E., and Lieutenant Munro, 
X V II Loyal Regiment; two warrant ofB.cers, Master Gunner Mallet and Con
ductor Selby; and Corporals Sattson and Gringham of the Queens Regiment. 
There were also a number of Indian gentlemen, including Mr. Ehair Din, In
spector of Railway Accounts. Seeing the crowd approach, the latter advised 
the Sherboumes to seek refuge in the gateman’s hut, and he and the two 
corporals helped them inside it. Here the party was attacked by the crowd, 
the two corporals—they were unarmed—were dragged out and knocked down, 
bnt though injured they managed to escape, Gringham reaching the Ferozepore 
Road and BaRson ultimately, with the aid of a Sikh villager, mounting one of 
the other trains (the Lahore train) which was standing nearly a mile off. 
Mr. Khair Din was hustled and pulled out of the hut, and in spite of his 
help and that of one Ram Chand of Ehem Karan, the Sherboumes would 
probably have fared badly but for the persistent efforts of. Mr. Ghulam
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Mabjuddin, pleader. “He had been one of the promoters of the meeting on th e , 
previous day and tra clearly recognized by the crowd as a leader; bat he 
now showed undoubted courage in dissuading the mob from violence. TJltimately 
he and Mr. Khaip Din took the Sherbournes oS.to the hamlet of Kot Halim 

'Khan on the other side of the line, whence they<were ultimatelf rescued by the 
police.

It is time to turn now to the fate of the remainder of the European pas
sengers in the Ferozepore train. The two officers had endeavoured to induce the 
driver to back the train away; instead of doing sQ.he drove on into the station. 
The officers then ran down the line towards Ferozepore and were pursued and 
struck several times. Lieutenant Munro was severely, and Captain Limby 
slightly injured,, but both ultimately escaped. The two warrant officers refus^  
to leave the train ; they were am^ed “with revolvers and apparently relied on 
these to protect themselves. When the train reached the platform th ^  got 
out and stood at the door of their carriage; the crowd, which had now followed 

■ the train to the station, stood some' distance off and proceeded to stone them. 
They fired off their revolvers, but apparently hit nobody, and the crowd then 
closed in gn them. They ran down the platform, and vainly sought assistance 
from some Indian Eailway o^cials; two railway constables on duty at the 
station had fled. The crowd hemmed the two men in near the waiting shed, 
and beat them to death with sticks. A party of Indihn civil officials, headed 
by the Tahsildar, had some time before reached the station, but had gone off 
to obtain the assistance of the Indian Deputy Supmintendent of Police. When 
the latter arrived with a party of men, accompanied by the Tahsildar and 
other officials, they found one of the warrant officers dead and the other dying. 
They went off to rescue the Sherbournfes in the hamlet of Kot Halim Khan.

Meanwhile the crowd had, after murdering the two warrant officers, cut 
all the telegraph wires, and pausing* on the way to- loot the Wheat 
Mandi Post Office, near the station, concentrated on the Main Post Office, 
which they quickly set on fire. In doing so they passed the City Police 
Station, but the subordinate officer in charge, though he had six men armed 
with rifles, did nothing to interfere with them ; the Deputy Superintendent 
of Police and the main body, of his men had, as already shovrn, proceeded 
to Kot Halim Khan to rescue tjie Sherboume family. The crowd then went 
on to the Munsif’s Court and Tahsil ; the Tahsildar had now come up, accom
panied hy one or two officials, and did his best to restrain them, but after a 
short delay they set fire to the Munsif’s Court., In the Tahsil was a party of 
police about seventeen strong, with nine rifles. Some of the party fired a few 
shots, but apparently fired into the air. Their fire was at all events without 
result. At this juncture the Deputy Superintendent arrived with his party, 
and obtaining the leave of the Senior Magistrate present, opened fire on the 
crowd, the constables on the Tahsil wall joining in. Fifty-seven rounds in 
all were fired, but Only one man ŵ as killed, and as far as can be ascer^ined, 
seven or eight wounded. The crowd fled, and were pursued by the constables 
and some Tahsil subordinates; eight were' apprehended, of whom five were 
wounded. The total deaths among the crowd due to the police  ̂fire appear to 
have been four, as three of the wounded subsequently died.*

An Indian gentleman on the Ferozepore train had, as soon as it reached 
the Kasur Station, taken a tonga and driven to Ferozepore for assistance, 
and a. party of troops arrived from that cantonment in the course of the after
noon. No further trouble occurred, but unfortunately no steps were taken 
either by the civil or military authorities to effect arrests, either'on the day 
of the outrage, or on the 13th or 14th. On the 15th a moveable column arrived 
from Ferozepore,'and on the 16th Martial Law was declared. A European 
Sub-Divisional Officer also arrived to relieve the Indian officer who had been 
in ' temporary charge, and aoting under the orders of the Commissioner, the 
autliorities began to make arrests of the leaders and participators in the rioting. 
Twenty-one arrests were made on the 16th, thtee on the 17th, four on the 
18th, forty on the 19th and twenty-two cm the 22nd. The arrests were made 
mainly on the identification of the Europeans and civil officials, large crowda 
of suspected persons being assembled for the purpose.

* Dq>nlj' CommiagioiMT’i  letUr dated S6th July 1919.
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The events at Kheni K m n  and Patti Vreî  of less unlpertance and "riiSf 

be disposed Of moî e briefly. Khem Karan is a small ^ tio n  about six miles 
j^om Kasur, on the 12th April seme damage was done here by a gang of 
about twenty men, mainly sweepers from'the neighbouring village, of Patti. 
They seem to have been instigated by two men who had come from Kasur, 
immediately after the oui^ge at the” station. They were driven off with the 
help of some Khem Karan peasants.' The Commission which subsequently 
tr i^  the persqns charged with the attack On the station* were of opinion 
had timely assistance not b^n available, it Was thê  obvious intention of the 
rioters to set ffre to the furniture and possibly to the building. Patti is 28 
miles from Kasur. The> townspeople here had been e x c i t e d t h e  lecti^res 
of one Durga Das of Amritsar at meetingis convened by the local Arya Sajnaj, 
and by Amritsar people on the passing trains. On the 12th April a crowd 
composed of the riff raff of the bazar did some damage at the station, but Were 
restrained from doing any great harm by a few of the officials and leAdffig 
inhabitants, aided by the Police.

With the exceptions just noted, the disorder was confined entirely 
to Kasur town. The original leaders were pleaders; their invitation .to 
observe hartal was freely supported by the traders, and in the general 
excitement produced by the hartal the baser elements of the crowd, 
with schoolboys and'‘.students to encourage them, and firebrands to direct 
them, broke out into open outrage and incendiarism. The movement Waa 
from the first anti-Gdvernment and under the influence of growing excitemez^ 
became anti-British ; it was not necessarily anti-Christian. There was no 
attempt to wreck'the buildings or bungalows of missionaries. A final feature 
of note is ' the attitude of the railway subordinates. It is “stated that they 
were in a strong state of unrest before the 12th ; in any case their attitude ^  
Kasur on thht date was one of general sympathy with the fioters, and disincli
nation to do anything to assist the Europeans in danger from the .crowd. .

As already stated Martial Law was declared on the 16th. After tho 
restoration of order in the town, a moveable column proceeded alohg the railway 
line vid Patti to Amritsar and returned the same waiy. Accompanied by 
European Magistrate, it made a certain number of arrests, and in some cases 
took “ hostages ” from villages which were known to contain bad characters; 
no floggings were inflicted. The Martial Law orders issued in the first instance 
were the same as those for the Lahore (Civil) Area, but these were subsequently 
varied to meet the special circumstances of Kasur. A Special Martial Law 
Administration Officer was appointed for Kasur on the 21st April. The 
reguhitions issued as applying in particular to Kasur Were first proclaimed 
on that date. The first (No. l ) f  laid down a Curfew between 8 p.*li. and 5 A.M., 
prohibited processions and gatherings of more' than 10 persons, requisitioned 
all tongas and, turn turns, and bicyeles, (Nos. 2'and 3) prohibited alt pleaders’ 
agents from learving Kasur without a permit,, (No. 4) and declared a hartal 
illegal (No. 6). In  order to fiicilitate the process of identification of those 
who h ^  taken part in the rioting, a regulationt (No. 9) was issued on April 
25th forbidding any person to leave Kasur and announcing that measures 
would be taken against the property of all persons not returning by a certain 
date. In  view of the belief at first held that religious mendicants had largely 
been concerned in fomenting disorder, a regulation was also issued (No. 10) 
for the registration of all religious mendicants and for a daily roll-call of them. 
The fixation of prices (No. 13) was not on the whole successful, as agri
culturalists took their supplies to Eerozepore and other neighbouring towns, 
and the regulation§ which was introduced on May the 7th, was withdrawn 
on May the 1.7th having on the whole failed to effect its object. ; The Curfev 
Order was somewhat relaxed by regulation No. 14, dated the 7th May, 
but the orders placing restrictions on-travelling, which had been introduced by 
the General Martial Law Proclamations, remained in force for Kasur after

*MkrtiaI Law CommUBioii Case, decided 16th Maj 1919. 
tU artial Law notices, page 68.
{Martial Law notices, page 66.
§Martial Law notices, page 67.
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ifattt date though relaxed elsewhere (No. 16). This was the last order issued. 
Offences again^ the Martial Law orders were tried Summary Courts; the 
Courts sentenced 49 persons; the total imprisonmezit inflicted vas 228 months, 
605 stripes were also inflicted and fines amounting to Ks, 1,165. To the 
punishments thus awarded must he added the infliction of a caning of six 
schoolboys by the Officer Commanding before the proclaniation of Martial Law, 
This was done at the suggestion of the Headmaster of the Municipal Board 
School. This was the only whipping carried out in public ; the rest were all 
tarried out on a portion of the railway platform to which the public had no 
access. The cases in which whipping was inflicted were usually serious ; four 
persons were whipped for rioting at a station; two for attempts to escape from 
custody; five for trespass on a woman’s apartments when drunk ; three for 
cheating by impersonating an official. The only case of whipping of a person 
not of the lower classes was that of a Ticket Collector at Kasur, Except in 
tiie case of the schoolboys the regulation ‘ Cat ’ and not the cane was used for 
whipping. On the whole the administration of Martial Law seems to have 
caused more general inconvenience at Kasur than at Lahore ; the town is small 
and the military administration was of a more intensive nature. It also un
fortunately happened that on two occasions, once at Kasur Railway Station, and 
once in a neighbouring vilfage, men were shot by sentries ; one while running 
away from a challenging sentry, and one while resisting. It is further stated 
that on several occasions military subordinates were detected in theft. Never
theless, it is clear that the-administration of Martial Law had a useful discip
linary effect in an area in which the lower elements of the population h w  
temporarily 'gained the upper-hand, and was a powerful element in the 
restoration of normal conditions. It was withdrawn on the 9th June.

The major cases of rioting were tried by Commission. There were in 
all 67 accused, of whom 26 were sentenced to death, 17 to transportation for 
life and 24 were acquitted ; 2 on account of their youth, were sent for trial 
to the Summary Court at Kasur. In the case of Khem Karan there were 16 
accused of whom seven were convicted, two being sentenced to transportation 
for life and others to varying terms of imprisonment. The Patti cases were 
all disposed of by Summary Court. As shown at page 25 the usual procedure 
elsewhere in the proclaim^ districts was for such cases to come before a Civil 
Officer (District Magistrate or Magistrate of the First Class), who had been 
given powers to deal with them as a Summary Court under the notifleation 
No. 12341 A, dated 5th May; here, as the cases were not numerous, they 
were all tried by the Summary Court originally appointed under the Divi
sional Proclamation to try cases connected with breaches of the regulations. 
Of 85 persons charged 55 were convicted, thirty-six for rioting, twelve for 
mischief and the rest for minor offences. These were all, of course, convictions 
registered as offences against the ordinary law. Three persons were sentenced 
to imprisonment for two years, twenty-five for one, ten for six poô ithB, Seven 
persons were sentenced to whipping.
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Ludhiana District.

Such excitement as occurred here was confined to Ludhiana City and to  
the small town of Jagraon ; there seems to have been little interest manifested 
in the villages. The district contains a considerable number of returned 
emigrants and “ Ghadr ” men, but in no case did their conduct come under 
unfavourable notice, and local notables of all classes responded willingly to 
the appeal for assistance made to them by the local authorities. Ludhiana 
occupies an important position on the line of communications and had the 
agitation resulted in any widespread disorder, the effect would no doubt have 
been seen, as elsewhere, in interference with railway and telegraph communica
tions. The actual course of events showed considerable activity on the part of 
pleaders, and some adhesion, more or less of a passive nature, from traders; but 
there is reason to believe that the latter were affected to some extent by pressure 
from outside. The record of events is, on the whole, brief and uneventful. A 
women’’s meeting to protest against the Act was held in the Arya Samaj temple 
on April Ist^ one of the speakers being the daughter of Munshi Bam (Swaitad 
Shradha iN̂ and). A second protest meeting was held at the Qaisarganj grain 
market on the 3rd, and a third on the 5th April at the same place. These meet
ings resulted in the holding of a general hartal in Ludhiana on the 6th, followed 
by a general meeting on the evening of the same day at the Budha Nala Ghat. 
On the lOth April a meeting was held at the Qaisarganj grain market, its 
announced objects being the furtherance of Hindu-Muhammadan, unity and 
the issue of an invitation to the Provincial Conference to meet in Ludhiana in 
1920. A meeting was held on 12th April to protest against the exclusion of 
Mr. Gandhi from the Punjab ; and this was followed by an incomplete hartal 
on April 16th. The promoters of these meetings and the majority of the 
speakers in each case were pleaders. The receipt of the news of the outrages 
at Amritsar appears to have caused some apprehension to the ladies of the 
Womens’ Medical School, and to some of the Missionaries, who collected at the 
Bailway Station on the 15th and remained there for some days; the Missionary 
ladies at Jagraon also, wired to Perozepore for military aid. However reasonable 
these apprehensions may have appeared at the time, it is not now clear that 
there was any valid ground for serious alarm. But it is well ascertained that 
attempts were made by agitators to cause a strike among th e' railway staff, 
which is of some size, Ludhiana being the headquarters of a Locomotive Dis
trict. As a precaution a detachment of troops was sent to Ludbiana, in order to 
guard the railway station and its approaches; a number of the most important 
points were held by Imperial Service Troops from Kapurthala, and armoured 
trains regularly patrolled the line. The line was in addition patrolled by 
villagers, organized under the supervision of headmen and local notables.

No other steps of an unusual nature, either preventive or punitive, were  ̂
necessary and no prosecutions were undertaken. The district was proclaimed, 
under the Police Act on April 21st..
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Ltaxipub Disteict.

The experience of 1907 showed that this area was liable to be stronply 
influenced by excitement prevailing elsewhere in the Central Punjab. The 
district owes its existence to the extension of irrigation from the Upper Chenab 
Canal ; the market towns are of recent origin and largely inhabited by traders 
from Lahore and Amritsar districts ; the peasant colonists were drawn largely 
from the central Punjab and maintain constant communication with their old 
homes. It is true that both classes owe their greatly improved circumstances 
to the direct action of Government, but this does not in itself guarantee a sense 
of solidarity with the administration. The eastern view of Government is still 
that of an external agency whose sole function is the protection of life and pro
perty, appreciated most highly perhaps when it is least in evidence. The close 
relations into which colonists have been brought with Government, the neces
sity for regulating in the first instance conditions of tenure and the like, the 
sense of dependence on the good will of subordinates in the matter of water- 
supply, have created a relation which does not appeal to the mind of the 
Punjab peasant, and contains many possibilities of friction. There is at all 
events now little sense of obligation remaining on account of the grant of land 
on what even the peasant himself would admit to have been undoubtedly easy 
terms. Coming moreover into the new conditions of the colony, the settlers have 
left behind them that atmosphere of conservatism and traditional submission to 
authority which have hitherto characterised Punjab village life. In the 
course of the agitation of April last, not only did tho market towns manifest 
a strong anti-Govemment and anti-British feel'ng. but there was a degree of 
unrest in some parts of the rural area which might easily have led to serious 
disorder. The former was in great part due to local agitation, promoted at all 
events in Lyallpur by the pleader class, but supported wi*̂ h unexpected enthu
siasm by a great number of the traders, to whom anti-British propaganda seems 
to have made an easy appeal. The bitterness of the feeling which was evoked 
is shown by the fact that it extended not only to demonstrations against Gov
ernment, but even against Indian Christians. There were many complaints 
from this class that they were threatened and roughly treated, and deprived of 
their dues as menials, tenants, or harvesters. The mcviag spirits in the agita
tion were mainly Hindus, and among them the Arya Samajists were 
conspicuous for their activity. The Neo-Sikh with Arya sympathies, was also 
prominent, especially in Lyallpui:. On the other hand, few Muhammadans were 
involyed, and there was no movement on the part of the pan-Islamist element. 
In the rural areas outside influence, originating from Amritsar or elsewhere in 
the central storm area, could be traced in every instance.

The excitement at the district headquarters was not apparently due in 
the first instance as was the case in some districts, to the effect of the disturb
ances in Amritsar and Gujranwala, but had an earlier origin. The District 
Congress Committee (of which 18 out of the 33 members are pleaders) held a 
meeting of protest against the Eowlatt Act on the 5th April, and as a result a 
general hartal was observed at Lyallpur on the 6th. At a further meeting 
held by the Congress Committee during the course of the day, there was a very 
general misrepresentation of the purpose of the A ct; but the behaviour of the 
crowds was orderly. An attempt was made on the 6th to promote a hartal at 
Jaranwala by some Arya Samaj employees pf the Japan Cotton Trading Com
pany, and subscriptions were collected for the Delhi “ martyrs,” who were 
represented as innocent victims of the British soldiery. A  pleader from Lyall
pur and a number of local Arya Samajists, also attempted to organize a hartal 
at Gojra; agents of the same class were also partially successful at Tandlian- 
wala and Toba Tek Singh. The demonstrations do not up to this point seem to 
have been other than of a purely political nature; there was no exhibition of 
anti-British feeling, and a competent observer thinks that at this stage the only 
intention of the movement was to assist “ in forcing Government to a defeat 
over the Eowlatt Act and then to wring concessions from a discredited 
bureaucracy which would be much in advance of anything included in the 
Beform Scheme issuing under Government approval.” By the end of 
the week, however, fhe receipt of the news from Lahore and Amritsar
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indu((ed a markedlj anti-British atmosphere. There was general excitement on 
the 11th when information was received of Mr. Gandhi’s exclusion from th« 
Punjab, and ^ e  Congress Committee showed great activity on tiie 12th. On 
the 13th it became clear from the demeanour of the crowds in the streets at 
Lyallpur tliat the city was in the grip of very dangerous excitement. All the 
shops were closed, and the bazar was full of restless and unruly crowds. That no 
open disorder occurred was probably due to the personal intervention of the Dis
trict Magistrate, who had for many years held charge of the colony; but the 
attitude of the crowd was hostile and threatening, and he was on more than 
one occasion openly abused. Posters of a violent character were put up in 
different parts of the city ; one of these reminded the crowd that there were 
European women in the Civil Lines who should be ravished. The excitement 
was not conffned to Lyallpur; at Jaranwala a petition-writer, returning from 
Delhi, interested himself in getting together a band to promote a coercive hartal, 
disseminating a strongly anti-British propaganda; at Gojra the local C.M.S. 
Missionary was obliged to flee from the town by threats of murder and incendiarism. 
The local authorities considered it advisable to collect under protection in the 
civil station the families of the considerable number of Canal and other Govern
ment officers scattered through the district, and in the absence of troops, a number 
of horsemen were obtained from the regimental Cavalry Euns in the district. 
Sixty drivers of the Grantee Camel Corps about to entrain for Nushki were- 
stopped and utilized to assist the police (by now inadequate for the greatly 
increased duties thrust on them), and volunteers were called for from the 
“ jangli” colonists—the representatives of the old semi-nomadic tribes who 
inyhabited the Chenab upland previous to colonization. They responded freely 
to the call, and for some time furnished patrols on the railway and elsewhere. 
By another fortunate inspiration, the District Magistrate arranged to relieve 
railway gangmen of any tools which could be used in injuring the permanent 
way; and also enlisted.the services of respectable military pensioners and gun 
license holders as additional guards on the rural police stations.

The hartal was resumed on the 14th; the pleaders absented themselves 
from the Courts, and a fresh copy of inflammatory posters appeared in the city. 
There was evidence that false rumours were being circulate with a view to 
influencing the rural population, particularly the Sikhs; it was stated that the 
Golden Temple at Amritsar had been burnt; that a number of Sikh girls 
belonging to the Kairon School had been outraged by British soldiers on the 
railway ;* that the police had taken the side of the mob at Amritsar; and that 
the Sikhs in the regiments at Ferozepore and Multan had mutinied. Attempts 
to hold public meetings in the morning were frustrated, but in the afternoon a. 
mass meeting, largely of Hindus, was suddenly got together at the Idgah. 
The presence of the District Magistrate, with a few cavalry volunteers, served 
to prevent any violent demonstration; but the general attitude of the meeting 
was extremely hostile. Persistent efforts were also made by the crowd to induce 
Government servants to join in the general strike. At Jaranwala the efforts 
of the petition-writer already referred to resulted in a coercive hartal; and a 
Muhammadan was asked to preside over a meeting in the Hindu Thakardaicara. 
A  meeting of Hindus and Muhammadans was held in the Idgah at Gojra, and 
it  was decided to commence a coercive hartal in that town also.

On the following day, the 15th, the hartal was resumed at Lyallpur,- and 
the city was again placarded with seditious posters. It became necessary to 
open shops, under special protection, in order to fe«i the Police and other 
Government officials; and the advent of more horsemen from the cavalry farms 
made it possible to watch communications between the town and villages to 
which it was believed that emissaries had been sent. Special precautions were 
also adopted to supervise the students returning from the Lahore colleges, which 
had been closed down; these had been oonsipicuous among the crowds on the 
13th and 14th. At Gojra the coercive hartal for which arrangements had 
been made on the previous day, came into action. There were violent demon
strations and the crowd, after mobbing the refreshmeht vendor on the rail
way platform, attempted to prevent the driver of a train from starting. 
The leaders of the crowd informed him t! at Multan Cantonment had been

*See Amritaar District report, {:ag9 42.
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burnt and the British soldiers there murder^ There was a funeral procession 
of the Bowlatt Act accompanied by a black flag. A hartal began also at Dijkot. 
A fresh cause for anxiety now came into evidence. News of outrages in the rural 
areas of the neighbouring Gujranwala District had become widely disseminated^ 
and caused a serious apprehension that the agitation, hitherto more prominent in 
the towns, might lead to disorder in the Lyallpur villages. It was known that 
emissaries had been sent out from the towns, and though the rural population (now 
engaged in cutting the harvest) for the most part remained unaffected, certain 
villages had begun to manifest signs of unrest. Instructions were issued to 
prominent landholders on the Guijranwala border not to allow undesirable visitors 
from Gujranwala into their areas. On the 14th a small party of Indian Infantry 
had arrived from Multan, but the news from the Gujranwala border was so alarm
ing that the major portion had to be sent up to protect the railway station at Sangla, 
reported to be threatened by the crowd which had burnt the Chuharkana, Moman 
and Dhaban Singhwala Stations on the previous night. The remainder were barely 
sufficient to take over the piquetting of the civil station from the Police. On the 
arrival of the troops at Lyallpur the hartal had been temporarily suspended, but 
on the 16th there was a fresh issue of seditious notices. The hartal was 
resumed at Gojra, but the shops were opened towards nightfall. That the 
apprehensions regarding the spread of unrest to the villages were not 
without justificatipn was proved by the receipt of news of the cutting of the 
telegraph wire nine miles from Lyallpur, and the holding of a seditious 
meeting at the village of Ehiala Kalan.

On the following day, the I7th, a second detachment of Indian Infantry 
arrived. The hartal was resumed in the city, and representatives of the towns
people visited Ehiala Ealan, at which a Editions meeting was held. It is 
known that plans were discussed for looting and burning Government property. 
A party from Lyallpur also went out to Chak Jhumra ; and though they fa il^  
to gain adherents there, they broke a number of telegraph insulators and cut 
wires on their way back to Lyallpur. In the evening a serious act of suspect
ed incendiarism occurred at Lyallpur, Government bhusa stacked near the 
railway station being burnt to the value of Rs. 50,000.

On the 18th reports arrived of danger threatening at Moman Eanjan 
Station, and an armoured train was sent there. A gang of villagers in the 
Toba Tek Singh tahsil (mostly Jat Sikhs from the central Punjab) under the 
leadership of a deserter from the Army, attempted to wreck the line between 
Toba Tek Singh and Janiwala, overturned a number of telegraph posts and 
cut the wires. Most of these were tracked to their villages by the police next 
morning and several arrests were made. In Lyallpur itself the arrival of the 
troops had checked further demonstrations and the hartal was abandoned. On 
the following day, the 19th, the moveable column arrived, and all further 
apprehension of serious disorder at headquarters was at an end.

The next few days were occupied by the moveable column in making 
disciplinary visits, in the course of which nine arrests were made at Gojra on 
the 21st, ten at Lyallpur on the 22nd, thirteen at Ehiala Ealan on the 23rd, 
five at Jehangir (where canal telegraph wires had been cut) on the 24th. 
On the latter date the district was proclaimed under Martial Law. 
Disturbances had actually ceased when the proclamation was made, and 
the presence of the moveable column had secured the district from any serious 
apprehension of the recrudescence of disorder. The. measure was, however, of 
considerable value in assisting the resumption of business and trade, and 
constituted a salutary but not a severe measure of discipline in restoring 
normal conditions. Given the character and previous history of the district, 
the proclamation of Martial Law, and the temporary maintenance of a military 
force in the area was probably the most direct and efficacious method of dis
pelling the atmosphere of unrest created by the campaign which had been 
carried on in the market towns. The general orders contained in the procla
mation of the Divisional Commander, Rawalpindi, dated the 20th April, applied 
to this district, but supplementary orders were issued by the Martial Law 
Administrator which were identical with a number of those issued for 
Gujranwala and described in the report of that district.
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A special order dated 30th* April provided for the issue of passes for 
persons connected with the grain trade; the ordersf regarding “ salaaming ” 
and roll-call of schoolboys were specifically applied. An orderj dated April 
26th, confined a number of persons, mentioned by name, to their villages, 
and there was also a special order§ regarding the reservation of grazing on 
public land for military purposes. No Regulations were issued for the control 
of prices. A considerable number of the restrictions were removed by an 
order^ dated May 18th.

Of these orders, the only one which could be said to cause general in
convenience was that restricting movements by train, since it tended to 
hamper the financing and management of the wheat and cotton trade. The 
control of communications is, however, a potent factor in preventing agitation, 
and the measure may be held to have been justified on that account. Cases of 
breach of the orders issued were not numerous. Twenty-six persons were tried, 
and twenty-four persons sentenced by Summary Court. An analysis of the 
cases shows that one person was convicted of promoting hostility between 
different classes of His Majesty’s subjects; nine for exhibiting lack of respect 
towards civil and military oificers of His Majesty’s service; seven for com
mitting acts to the prejudice of good order and public safety; one for defac
ing a Martial lA,w notice; eight for harbouring rebels. Of the persons 
convicted, two were sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for one year, ten for 
rigorous imprisonment for six months, and others to minor periods. Thera 
were two sentences of whipping; these sentences were not carried out in public. 
Martial Law was withdrawn on June 9th.

The chief measures of a preventive nature taken by the local authorities 
have already been alluded to in the preceding narrative. In addition, the 
district was declared under the Police Act as disturbed* (21st April) and 
was also proclaimed under the* Seditious Meetings Act (17th April). As a 
result of the conduct of the villages concerned, punitive police posts have been 
quartered on Khiala Kalan, Jahangir, and Chak No. 150, Gugera Branch, the 
cost of which will be borne by the landholders of the villages. The claims 
made under the Police Act amount to Rs. 53,422 the chief item being Rs. 3,000 
for damage to telegraphs and Rs. 48,000 for damage to Government bhusa 
by fire. As incendiarism ,was suspected only and not proved in the case of the 
Government bhusa burnt the claim for compensation was subsequently ruled out.**

As regards judicial measures one case, that relating to the cutting of the 
telegraph wire between Toba Tek Singh and Janiwala by 18 young men of 
Chak No. 150, Gugera Branch, was sent for trial by the Commission. They 
were convicted under section 25 of Act X III of 1885, and section 149, Indian 
Penal Code. In their order, dated 6th June 1919, the Judges stated that it 
had been shown that a relative of the leading men had actually received a bullet 
wound in the course of the riots of Amritsar. In view of the fact that the 
damage done was slight, and that the offenders had surrendered themselves 
to the police, the Judges were inclined to lenience. One offender was sentenced 
to rigorous imprisonment for 3 years, 7 for 18 months and 10 for 1 year; 
fines were also inflicted to the amount of Rs. 2,700. In addition to this, thirty 
four cases were tried by a Magistrate, 1st class (sitting as a Summary Court 
under the special powers conferred by notification No. 12341-B., dated 5th M ay)tt 
relating to offences committed after the 30bh March, but before the date of 
proclamation . of Martial Law. These cases involved 247 persons of whom 
212 were convicted. Of these 46 were convicted of unlawful assembly, 47 
of rioting, 51 of criminal intimidation, 20 of mischief, 12 of injuring telegraph 
instruments, the rest of minor offences. The sentences inflicted were, im
prisonment for 2 years, 15; imprisonment 1 year, 34; imprisonment 6 
months, 100; imprisonment for less than 6 months, 33. In addition 35 fines 
of Rs. 200 and over were inflicted, 4 of Rs. 100 and over, 5 of Rs. 50- and 
over, one of Rs. 20. There was no sentence of whipping.

•  Martial Law Oi-ders, page 83, No. 17. 3
t  Martial Law Orders, page 84, No. 19, page 86, No. 26, and page 9]lt, No. 41.

the parade to salute the Union Jack, 
t  Martial Law Orders, page 84, No. 21.
§ Martial Law Orders, page' 92, No. 42. If 
[j Martial Law Orders, page 98, No. 37. /
^  Martial Law was withdrawn on June 9th.
** Deputy Oommissioner'i letter No. 7964, dated 5th July. 
tt8 « a  P*g« 25.
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Mianwau DisTaiCT.
I n this district, sparselj inhabited by a semi-pastoral Muhammadan popu

lation and containing no towns of any importance, there was little excitement 
(Hr disturbance. Such trouble as arose was not part of, or at all events not 
directly due to the agitation for a universal demonstration on April 6th. There 
was no closing of shops on that date, nor did the subsequent news of Mr. 
Gandhi's “ arrest ” provoke any movement of sympathy. I t  was not until the 
14th of April that any symptom of trouble was noticed, when it was reported 
lihat a Bailway Sub-Assistant Surgeon at Kundian (Kishan Chand) had con- 
yened a meeting of the railway employees at that station. This was fol
lowed by another meeting on the following day, which resulted in a strike by a 
part of the railway staff. The complete success of the strike was frustrated by 
the refusal of the Station Master and some of the senior officials to join i t ; but 
the strikers succeeded in so far that they prevented any train leaving Kundian 
for the rest of the day and managed to cut off communication with other 
stations. A few stones were thrown at the European officers stationed at 
Kundian who tried to reason with the staff, but no further damage was done. 
A  party of armed police was despatched during the night by trolley from 
Mianwali, followed early next morning by a detachment of Gurkhas, whose 
mumey had been interrupted at Cambellpore while on their way on leave to 
Xlehra Dun. The strike subsided at once on their arrival.

The railway junction of Kundian is not situated on the principal line of 
communication ; but an'interruption of railway traffic is always a serious matter, 
and it is fortunate that the early arrival of troops prevented the spread of the 
strike to other stations. The movement was largely due to the efforts of one 
individual and was-confined entirely to the railway staff; no sympathy was 
.evinced by the residents of the district. On the day following the closure of 
the strike (the 17th April) the telegraph wire was cut near Daudkhel, but it is 
■possible that this was done by the railway staff. No further trouble occurred.

The chief promoter of the strike (Kishan Chand) was, as a preliminary 
measure, bound down under Section 40, Erontier Crimes Eegulation and dis
missed from Government service ; he was subsequently convicted (22nd August 
1919) by a special tribunal and sentenced to nine months’ imprisonment. 
Five other men were sentenced by the same tribunal, one to one yearns imprison
ment, three to six months, and one to three months. Two other persons were 
bound down under the Frontier Crimes Regulation. With the exception of 
the proclamation of the district as a disturbed area under the Police Act 
(April 21st), and tlie issue of an order requiring villages to patrol the line, no 
further measures of an exceptional nature were taken by the authorities. The 
patrolling of the liqe was undertaken without objection by the villagers.
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Momtoomsbt District.

The greater pait of this district is inhabited by Muhammadans who 
were till lately of semi-pastoral habits, and there was little likelihood that they 
would be affected by the appeals for demonstrations of a political nature. The 
towns, owing to the introduction of irrigation from the Lower Bari Doab Canal, 
will no doubt in time assume the character of the markets in the similar area of 
Lyallpur, where much excitement and unrest was manifested; but they are 
still in the initial stage of their growth, and do not as yet contain the elements 
which make for demonstration^ on any considerable scale. As a result, the 
district was little affected by the course of events in the central Punjab; and 
any movement observed was largely confined to members of the local Bar. 
The district contains a number of the “ Jangli ” classes, the remains of the 
bid pastoral tribes who inhabited the upland between the Ravi and Ghenab 
rivers. These were traditionally addicted to cattle stealing, and their modern 
representatives differ little from the men who were responsible for the outbreak 
at Gugera in 1857. Any breakdown of law and order therefore might readily 
have been frought with danger in this district. There was at headquarters a 
military force sufficient to deal with trouble in the immediate neighbourhood, 
and to prevent trouble arising in the large central jail, with its population of 
2,000, mostly long-term prisoners. But widespread disturbance would have 
been difficult to cope with.

On the 1st April a preliminary meeting was held of the pleaders practising 
in Montgomery to discuss the action to be taken against the Act, but it does not 
seem to have been able to decide on the policy to be adopted. On the 5th 
instant a number of posters were brought down from Lahore calling for & 
closure of shops on the following day, and were issued under the signature of a 
number of local pleaders. Next morning the majority of the shops were closed. 
On the same day a hartal was observed at Kamalia, followed by a protest 
meeting convened at the instance of a prominent member of the Arya Samaj, 
and attended mainly by followers of the same society. A ginning factory 
owner at Chichawatni also closed his factory for the day. No other demons
tration occurred in the district. The attitude of the railway staff caused 
some apprehension of trouble; a loose coupling was placed on the line at 
Okara on the 14th April, apparently with the object of causing a derail
ment, and there was a general rumour of an impending railway strike. 
As a precaution a military guard was posted at Montgomery station, and 
on the following day a system of patrols instituted for guarding the line. 
The work was undertaken without objection by the villagers, in spite of the 
fact that the harvest was being cut. Where villagers in the immediate vicinity 
of the line were insufficient for the work, volunteers were obtained withoiit 
difficulty from other villages.

No prosecutions or measures of a punitive character were undertaken. 
The district was proclaimed as a disturbed area under the Police Act (April 
21st).
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 ̂ Multan DistiiicT.
Though no active disturbances occurred in the Multan District, it affords 

an interesting example of the manner in which an area, hitherto not conspicu
ous for its interest in political matters, was brought by outside influences into 
the general agitation against the Act. As might he erpected in a district largely 
inhabited by Muhammadans who in the last generation were largely graziers, 
and who still maintain something of the old tribal and family traditions of life, 
the political movement was conned entirely to Multan City. Nowhere does 
the agricultural class appear to have taken an interest in the agitation against 
the Act, a fact of some importance, since the district was for sometime notice
able in its disinclination to meet attempts to promote recruiting, and in at least 
one instance was the scene of an open attack on a recruiting party. Though 
the local rural leaders did not, as they did in some other districts, at once come 
forward with offers of assistance to the district authorities, their attitude on the 
subject was never in doubt. In Multan City itself neither the student nor 
schoolboy class was prominent in the agitation, and the Arya Samaj community 
as a rule held aloof. It is here a small body and is under the influence of a  
senior pleader of much respectability.

The initial stages of the agitation may be traced to the- efforts of 
the Provincial Congress Committee to instil life into the District Congress 
Committee of Multan, hitherto apparently a quiescent and inactive body. 
Public meetings were held on the 22nd, 23rd and 24th Pebruary, ad
dressed by Dr. Chet Ram of Sind, and ^heir initial success led to E ither  
meetings on 15th and 16th March. The latter were addressed by Mr. 
Duni Chand and Mr. Mohsan Shah of Lahore and Dr. Saif-ud-din Kitchlew of 
Amritsar, whose speeches constituted a vehement attack cm the Bowlatt B ill. 
In the meantime an association of independent growth, the “ Hindu-Muham- 
madan Panchayat,” had also taken the field. It was composed for the most 
part of retired officials and a number of smaller merchants; distinct as an 
organization from the local Congress Committee, though in sympathy with it, 
it appears to have contained elements which were prepared for a more active 
policy than recommended itself to that body. On the 29th of March it resolved 
to hold a hartal on the following day, in supposed compliance with Mr. Gandhi’a 
intentions; thi i was duly held, and met with sufficient support to convince its 
organizers that they would not lack following in a policy of active demonstra
tion against the Act. Ih a' meeting held on the 4th April, and presided 
over by a retired railway booking clerk, they resolved to frustrate a formal 
reception which the Municipal Committee had decided to offer to the 2/30th 
Punjabi Regiment, lately returned from active service in Egypt and Palestine. 
The Vice-Presidents of the Municipal Committee waited on the Panchayat, 
to protest against the resolution; but in spite of their protests, and of a warning 
delivered by the Deputy Commissioner to the members of the Panchayat on the 
following day, the opposition to the welcome was sufficiently marked to neces
sitate the piwtponement of the visit of the regiment to the city. It is at the 
same t>me only proper to state, that when the members of the Municipal 
Committee attended the lines of the regiment in order to entertain it there, some 
of the persons who had been conspicuous in the agitation against the recep
tion accompanied them.*

The hartal of the 30th March had, as already stated, been initiated in a 
mistaken belief that Mr. Gandhi had indicated this date for his general demon
stration against the Act. On learning that the date really intended was the 6th 
April, the Hindu-Muhammadan Panchayat, acting apparently in consultation 
with a certain portion of the Congress Committee, decided to renew their efforts 
for a hartal on that date. The closure of shops’ was complete, and it continued 
on the two following days. The incidents of these three days were not such as 
to require the local authorities to take any definite action, other than the issue 
of personal warnings to the chief agents in the movement, and to hold police 
and troops in readiness in the event of disturbance.

On the 11th April, however, when news was received of the occurrences 
on the previous day at Amritsar, there seemed some reason to suppose that 
trouble might occur in a more active form. The shops, which had bwn opened 
on the 9th and lOth, again closed; and the Deputy Commissioner deemed it

* On the 17th April, after the general excitement had anbiided, the Faaohayat ■nbmitted a formal reeohi- 
tien denying their ahare in the matter.
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advisable to move a small force of troops and armed police down to the Haram 
Gate of the City, to call up and warn anew the principal, supporters of the 
hartal, and to forbid processions and meetings in public places under section 30 
of the Police Act. On the following day (the 12th) a mieeting of the more 
influential inhabitants was addressed by the Deputy Commissioner, and a 
number of pleaders who expressed a desire that an opportunity should be given 
them to advocate the maintenance of order, were allowed to hold a meeting 
in the afternoon. A somewhat disorderly procession was reported to be 
moving through the city soon after midday, but by the time that the police 
sent to control it arrived on the scene, it had already joined the meeting 
convened under the permission above referred to. The spellers, while expres
sing sympathy with the oppositioi^ to the Act, observed the pledge given by 
them to urge abstinence from disorder or violence. The hartal however was 
not raised* and actually continued until the 14th though it was partially raised 
on the 13th for the sake of the Baisakhi celebration. Prom this date the excite
ment in the city began to subside; shops were re-opened, and though small meet
ings continued to be held, affairs took a more normal course. As aresult of the 
reports which had been received from the district the Local Government had 
applied on the 16th for sanction to the extension of the Seditious Meetings Act to 
i t ; and sanction was received on the same day. It was not proclaimed in the 
district till the 18th. The district was proclaimed as a disturbed area under the 
Police Act on April 21st. On the 28th there was a case of incendiarism in 
the lines of the 2/72nd Punjabis, the origin of which has not been traced. 
A body of troops was as a precaution retained in the Government High' 
School, but on the 1st May a deputation, consisting of the Municipal 
Committee and other influential inhabitants, waited on the Commissioner, 
expressed regret at the excitement which had prevailed, and asked that, in 
view of the restoration of quiet, the troops should be withdrawn. This was done 
the same evening. There had not, during this period, been any indication that 
the agitation was otherwise than of a purely political nature. At two of the 
meetings indeed, a poem of seditious tendencies had been read; but there 
appear^ to be no organization for disorder, and there were no demonstration^ 
either against Europeans or Christians. The outstanding feature of the agitation 
was the extent to which its promoters were able to engage the support of the 
trading classes; the hartal continued longer, and was more complete, than in 
any of the Punjab cities outside the area of active disturbance.

It has already been shown that outside Multan City, the district was 
little affected by the movement. An attempt to institute a hartal at one of the 
smaller district towns (Shujabad) found no support and collapsed. At the point, 
however, at which excitement in the city began to subside, an unrest began 
to be manifested among the railway staff at Samasatta and Khanewal. On the 
afternoon of the 14th April the greater part of the staff at Samasatta came 
out, the telegraph wires were cut and the signals damaged, but the loyal portion 
of the staff was able to communicate with Multan by telephone. The staff return
ed to work in the evening. As a consequence of this, the Kailway Defence 
Scheme was brouglit into operation on the 15th, and troops were posted at the 
main stations, Multan, Multan City, Lodhran, Samasatta, Sher Shah and 
Ehanewal. The Khanewal staff came out in the forenoon but resumed work 
on hearing that troops were arriving; an invitation issued by Khanewal to 
renew the strike was refused by the Samasatta staff. It is doubtful if these 
strikes, though indirectly due to the agitation, were organized from Multan 
itself, and they were probably caused in part by previous uniest among the 
railway subordinates. As alre^y shown, they subsided at once on the despatch 
of detailments of ti:oops to the stations affected.

Ko prosecutions were instituted as a result of the agitations in Multan 
City, and the only other step taken by the administration to prevent dis
order, other than those mentioned, was the guarding of the railway line by 
village agency. The latter work was undertaken wit)iout objection by the 
villagers, though the harvest was being cut at the timd. As a result of the 
tronble on the Kailway, a Sub-Assistant Surgeon at Khanewal was tried under 

Defence of India Act for inciting the st{^ to strike and received a sentence 
of 2-J years’ imprisonment; and some persons were also prosecuted - again in con
nection with the railway strike—at Bahawalnagar; elsewhere the North-Western, 
lailway Administration itself took departm ent action against the strikers, j
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MvZAFrABGAKH DiSTBICT.
In fchis district, almost entirely rural in character and predominently 

Mahiunmadan by religion, there was little agitation and no disorder. The 
members of the Arya Samaj community at Kot Adu (a small town in the 
Sanawan Tahsil), held a meeting on the 30th March, and an employee of the 
Lahore Arya Smnaj delivered a lecture, containing a strong protest against the 
Bowlatt Act, at the same town on the 5th of April. As a consequence a 
nnmber of shops were closed at Eot Adu on the following day, the 6th April. 
At the district headquarters, the movement was not confined to Hindus; a 
certain number of Muhammadan pleaders and traders joined with the Hindus 
in a small meeting held on the morning of the 6th instant, and as a result a 
few shops were cl(»ed during the day. Thbre was no procession or other form 
of demonstration.

The news of Mr. Glandhi’s exclusion from the Punjab produced no farther 
effect than the posting of anonymous notices at headquarters ; the news of the 
measures taken after the 15th of April to restore order in the central Punjab, 
tended to prevent any subsequent demonstration on the subject. The district 
reports indicate that such interest as was taken in the agitation against the 
A ^  was confined to the trading class and the legal profession; there was no 
movement of any kind among the rural population.

No exceptional measures of precaution were considered necessary, other 
than the patrolling of the railway line. The length of line in the dirtrict is 
abont 120 miles, and the duty was carried out without objection by the inhabit' 
ants of the villages through which the railway passes.
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B a.walpuo>i  Distbiot.

iThe district, though situated on the main line of communicatione. w u  
very little affected by the agitation against the Bowlatt Act. A few pleaders 
(but not the more senior members of the Bar) appear to have interested them* 
selves in promoting a hartal, hut their activity stopped at this point. Even when 
the news was received of the occurrences in Lahore, Amritsar and Gujranwala, 
there was no escitement in the towns, where the traders as a whole showed 
little of that sympathy with agitation which characterized their class in other 
parts of the Punjab. Nor did the school boys and students take any apparent 
interest in the movement. The district had distinguished itself by its ready 
response to the recruiting campaign, and were it true that intensive recruitment 
constituted (as has been stated) one of the factors contributing to sympathy 
with the agitation, the rural classes of this district might well have been expect
ed to manifest such sympathy. They were, however, entirely untouched by 
the events in the central Punjab. The Muhammadan of Bawalpindi and the 
northern districts is of a virile and militant character, quick to resent personal 
injury or affront to his family honour, but contemptuous and distrustful of 
townspeople, and little accessible to political arguments or appeals to racial 
antipathies.

A public meeting was convened by the local Congress Committee on the 
bth April to arrange for a hartal on the 6th. The promoters were personally 
warned by the District Magistrate against the use of language inciting to disor
der, and the speakers at the meeting appear to have confined themselves to an 
«xhortation to prove to the rest of India that Rawalpindi was not politically 
asleep. A  general hartal followed at Rawalpindi on the following day, but was 
unaccompanied by intimidation and caused no trouble; a special meeting was 
called by the Khalsa Young Mens’* Association to condemn the Rowlatt Act. 
On the receipt of the news of the disturbances at Lahore a second meeting was 
called on the 12th. As the result of a further warning by the District Magist
rate, the President and one of the Joint Secretaries of the Congress Committee 
resigned their posts, as they were unable to persuade the other members of the 
inadvisability of holding the meeting. It was decided to hold a hartal on the 
13th, but the influence of the authorities with the leading citizens of the town 
caused this proposal to fall through. On the night between the 15th and 16th 
the telegraph wire between Rawalpindi and Murree was found to be cut, and on 
the 18th some s^itious notices were found posted in Rawalpindi City; in neither 
case did enquiry elicit any clue to the perpetrators . On the 15th there was 
some trouble in the railway workshops, but this seems to have been due mainly 
to the non-receipt of the men’s monthly pay, and speedily came to an end on 

‘the money being advanced by the local authorities from the Treasury. There 
was no further trouble of any kind, and the only measure of an unusual nature 
which the local authorities found it necessary to undertake, was the patrolling 
of the railway line by village agency. The work was carried out without 
objection by the villagers. The district was proclaimed as a disturbed area 
under the Police Act on April ^Ist,
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R o h t a k  D is t k ic t .

Except for dne incident, the agitation led to no sierions disturbance 
in this district; but it produced a considerable tension of feeling, the more 
noticeable since it extended in parts to the rural population. Of the three 
main ag^cultural tribes in t)ie district, the Jats predominate in- numbers; 
they have always had the character of a simple and somewhat bucolic peasantry; 
they showed unusual activity in recruiting during the war; and their previous 
history would not lead to a supposition that they were likely as a community 
to take any interest in political movements. Of late years, however, they 
have shown signs of combination for ^communal purposes, and their leaders 
have done much to excite an interest in the general advancement of the 
community. The Arya Samaj has moreover acquired a wide popularity among 
them, and they have begun to show themselves accessible to the political 
as well as the religious teachings of Arya Samaj lecturers. Much of the 
enthusiasm for Arya Samaj would appear to be due to the fact that it  
admits the claim of the Jat to be ranked as a Bajput, and thereby uplifta 
him on the social scale. It is clear that to this influence must be attri
buted a good deal of the excitement shown by the Jat agriculturalists during 
the recent agitation; an excitement which was fostered by the proximity of 
Bohtak to Delhi. During the first fortnight of April, large numbers of Jata 
resorted daily to Delhi, and the gatherings in the Bohtak grain market,, 
after the arrival of the evening train from Delhi, constituted for some time 
an addition to the difficulties of the local authorities in a period of tension.

It is stated that on the 3rd April the chief movers in the agita
tion at Delhi decided to extend their campaign to the neighbouring dis
tricts, and on the 5th April a meeting was held at Bahadurgarh- a 
country town with a small grain market  ̂which was addressed by Pandit 
Tota Bam of Aligarh. His speech was aggressive and he ended by tracing 
all the differences of Muhammadans and Hindus to the trickery of the 
English. It is obvious that Bohtak town had also become interested in the- 
agitation, for on April 6th there was a complete closure of shops in that 
towti, followed by a protest meeting in the evening. The hartal was also- 
observed at Sonepat, and there was a further meeting at Bahadurgarh. It was 
a noteworthy feature of the hartal at Bohtak, that some opposition was shown 
to the digging of a grave for the Bev. Mr. Carlyon, a missionary who had lived 
25 years in the town, and was well known to all classes of the people. No further 
incident occurred till the 11th April, when a mass meeting was held at Bohtak, 
at which the sale of proscribed literature was advocated. On the same day a 
hartal—organized as a protest to the exclusion of Mr. Gandhi from the Punjab— 
was held at Bahadurgarh, and at the small town of Jhajjar. There was also a 
liartal on the 12th at Beri. On the 14th April the members of a Joint 
Hindu and Muhammadan Committee at Bohtak (founded as a result of the- 
meeting on the 11th) refused the offer of the District Magistrate to enlist them 
as special constables for the preservation of order in the town. This perhaps is 
a matter for no great astonishment; but is noticeable that on the same day a 
leading Jat, member of the Punjab Legislative Council, and the recipient of both 
honours and material rewards for recruiting work, confessed his inability either 
to get any residents of Bohtak to join him in a loyal manifesto, or to issue one 
over his own signature only. On the same day occurred the most serious 
incident connected with the agitation in the district—the attempt by a mob to 
damage the line at a railway bridge crossing a drainage about a mile from 
Bahadurgarh. Plates were loosened, sleepers demolished and a piece of the 
bridge injured. It appears that this wa  ̂ the joint attempt of traders from the 
neighbouring bazar and of railway employees, who had more than once given 
evidence of disaffection, and were known to be in close touch with D elh i; it 
resulted fortunately in no serious damage to trains.

On the following day a military detachment arrived at Bohtak, and 
except for sporadic attempts to interfere with telegraphic communications, there 
was no further demonstration. On the 15th the railway telegraph wire waa 
«ut near Bohtak ; and the postal telegraph at Gohana. On the 18th a rumour 
was put in circulation that a  woman had been outraged by one of the European
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soldiers stationed at Sohtak; but the local authorities were able to secure 
the assistance of the “ Passive Besistance Committee itself in contradict
ing this. On the 20th the canal wire was cut near the Jat School at 
Bohtak. Meanwhile the district authorities had issued personal warnings 
to the leaders of the agitation, and a mass meeting fixed for the 18th 
at Sonepat was abandoned by them. Their attitude now had become far 
more reasonable and they agreed to discourage all forms of popular demonstra
tion while tension lasted. On the 28th April one Tek !^m , a Jat, a man 
of bad character, stated to be guilty of inciting Jats to violence, was arrested 
under the Defence of India Eules. The authorities also made some use 
of the preventive sections of these rules ; in two cases persons suspected of 
inciting to violence were restricted to their residences ; the Jat Gazette was 
forbidden to publish accounts of the disturbances ; and a notice was issued 
forbidding the use of public places for meetings. The district was proclaimed 
as a disturbed area under the Police Act on April 21st.

As elsewhere, village patrols were utilized for guarding the railways 
and postal wires, and it is perhaps worthy of note that this is the only 
district in which there were objections to undertaking this duty; a number of 
Arya villages on the 24th April showed opposition to the patrolling order. In 
addition to quartering a military detachment at Rohtak, an armoured train 
was despatched to Bahadurgarh and small bodies of troops were taken about 
the district on tour by motor lorry. Nineteen persons have been prosecuted in 
the Court of a special Magistrate at Rohtak for the moh action at Bahadurgarh,* 
and action has been taken to place punitive police posts on the Jat villages of 
Khidwali and Sanghi.

___________________________________________________________ _ »
* The case has resulted in the conrlction of the majority of the accused.
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Shahpuh B istsict.
The tranB>Jhelum portion of the district contains a somewhat sparse popul

ation 6f Muhammadans, militant in character, but little interested in political 
questions, and no trouble was to be anticipated in this area. Sut the cis-Indus 
portion has since about 1902 come under irrigation from the Lower Jhelum 
Canal; it has been largely colonized from pien from other districts; atid 
Contains a number of recently constructed but flourishing market towns. 
It might, therefore, have been expected that trouble might arise here 
similar to that which occurred in the colony district of Lyallpur. That it did 
Oot do so is probably due to the fact that the colonists, who are predominantly 
Muhammadans, were drawn from the northern rather than the central Punjab, 
and that the trading classes have less connection with centres such as Lahore 
and Amritsar. Much also is probably due to the determined attitude of the 
more important Muhammadan landlords, the Tiwflnas and Xhns, who from the 
first showed themselves ready to put levies of horsemen at the disposal of the 
authorities to check disorder. Even the villages of Lak, notorious for a concerted 
attack on a recruiting party in 1917, offeredtheir services to the authorities. It 
is, in any case, clear that the district was little affected by the call for a universal 
demonstration on the 6th April; no meetings were reported, and the 
only notice taken of the appeal was the closure of a few shops at 
Sargodha, the headquarters of the Colony area, on April 6th. A med^ing 
was subsequently convened at Bhera, a town lying outside the Colony area and 
long distinguished by an unenviable reputation for domestic intrigue. Here also, 
however, the effort fell flat; and an attempt ^ t Hindu-Muhammadan fraterni
zation was terminated by the refusal of the guardian of the Mosque to admit 
Hindus to itt While the district generally remained-almost «itirely unaffected, 
there was considerable excitement observed among railway employees and 
telegraph signallers. This did not, however, result in any overt incident; though 
two trains were delayed in starting on the 16th April and telegraphic messages 
were for some days subject to great delay in transmission. It was deemed 
desirable to protect important points on the railway lines by Police guards, and 
until their arrival the duty of organizing guards and patrolling the line was 
undertaken by the leaders of the Tiwana and other prominent local families. 
The patrolling of the railway lines was subsequently entrusted to the residents 
of the villages through which the railway passes, a duty willingly undertaken by 
them. On the 16th April a detachment of troops was sent to Sargodha, but no 
occasion arose to utilize their services. A fire which occurred on the night 
of the 18th-19th on the goods platform at Sargodha was at first attributed to 
incendiarism but was probably due to accident. On the 20th seditious notices, 
describing the English as ‘ monkeys, ’ and asserting that the Sikhs in the 
colony were prepared to rise in revenge for the thousands slaughtered at Amrit
sar, were found at Sargodha; these were probably the work of students return
ing from Lahore. No prosecutions were undertaken in the district; the district 
was proclaimed as a disturbed area under the Police Act on the 21st April.
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Bulkot Distsict.
Though the district is bordered by the Amritsar, Lahore, and Gujran' 

irala districts, it was not seriously ^ected by the course of events in those 
areas; this may perhaps in some measure be due to the fact that the com
munications are not good; indeed Sialkot has always had to some extent a 
eharacter of isolation. It maintains its own local newspapers, and does not 
appear to have kept in close political touch with the larger cities of the 
Province. The leaders of the Bar seem to have stood aloof from agitation; 
th e promoters of the protest meetings were not men of strong local influence, 
and were themselves strongly averse from any demonstration likely to lead to 
violence. The tone of the two local papers remained satisfactory. In fact, with 
the exception of the students of the Murray College, who displayed an un
healthy interest in events at Amritsar, Gujranwala and Lahore and were 
believed to have been responsible for the exhibition of a poster calling upon 
the public to “ use force agaist force,” no section of the population appears to 
have shown any great interest in the agitation. Even in the course of the 
various meetings held, attention seems to have been directeds rather to advocat
ing Hindu-Muhammadan unity than to denunciation of Government or the 
Bowlatt Act. At the same time, the district did not entirely escape the 
effects of the violence prevailing elsewhere; attempts were made more than 
once to interfere with communications, and there were sporadic manifestations 
of lawlessness.

A public meeting held ou the 5th of April, preceded by house to 
house visits and much personal canvassing in which the studente of the 
Murray College appear to have taken a prominent part, arranged for the 
usual hartal on the 6th. This was complete as regards Sialkot City, 
but the shops remained open in Cantonments; there were a number of 
processimis, that, which proceeded through Sialkot city being estimated to 
number over 20,000 people. This was followed in the evening by a mass 
meeting of equal numbers. The proceedings were, however, orderly and the 
speakers paid a tribute to the conduct of the police. A noticeable feature of 
the proceedings was the fact that large bodies of Muhammadans offered prayers 
at the Idgah for the cancellation of the Act, and were there joined by a con
siderable number of Hindus. The attempt to promote a hartal at Haslm broke 
down on the interference of men of local position. At Pasrur a leading agri- 
eulturist appears to have succeeded, by threatening personal violence, in scaring 
away emissaries sent from Sialkot to arrange a hartal. There were small meet
ings at Sialkot on the 10th and 11th, but no other demonstration. The receipt 
of the news of the distrubances at Amritsar caused a number of missionaries in 
the city and district to be apprehensive of their safety, and they were as a 
precautionary measure accommodated in Cantonments. The step does not 
appear to have been due to any actual threat of violence. On the 13th 
the Baisakhi fair was held, and passed off quietly. There were rumours of a 
railway strike on the 14th, and a mass meeting was held in the city; on the 
same day the telegraph wires were cut between Wazirabad and Sialkot. This 
was, however, attributed to Baisakhi revellers returning from Wazirabad. A 
similar party under a local bad character, drunk at the time, made on the 
following day an attempt to burn a railway carriage in a siding at Sialkot. On 
the 16th two anonymous notices, inciting to violence, were found posted up at 
Sialkot, and two fish plates were removed from the railway line. On the l7th  
an attempt was made to set fire to a bench outside the Post Office. The 
incident was of minor importance; it was due to a few bad characters and boys, 
and the fire was very easily extinguished. No further incident occurred 
deserving of record. «

There was a large force of troops in garrison at Sialkot, a fact which in 
itself no doubt had a steadying influence on the district. Piquets were 
stationed in the cantonments and civil stations, and small detachments were 
sent out on patrol to Daska, Pasrur and Marala. Arraagements were made to 
patrol the railway by village agency. The district was proclaimed under thg 
Police Act ou the l7th April. No other steps of a special nature were taken.
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Simla District,

There was no agitation or idisorder in Simla. Shops were closed on 
the 6th in accordance with the programme for a general demonstration on that 
date, and a meeting was held in the course of the morning to protest against the 
Bowlatt Act. There was no excitement, and little real interest manifested. 
There appears to have been a half-hearted attempt to close down business again 
on the 12th April as a result of the news of Mi. Gandhi’s exclusion from the 
Punjab, but little result followed.
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CHRONOLOGICAL STATEMENT..

The 2nd February 1919.
L ahore District.

Lahore.—Meeting of the Indian Association to condemn the Bowlatt

Sod Febra> 
miy toSEid 
Febnury.

The 4th February 1919.
L ahore D istrict.

Xaftore.—Meeting in Bradlough Hall to oppose the Bowlatt Bill.

The 5th February 1919:

A mritsar District. 
Amr»<«or.—Meeting on the Bowlatt Bill.

The 9th February 1919.
A mritsar D istrict.

Amritsar.—Dr.. Gokal Chand Naurang came from Lahore and spoke on 
the Bowlatt Bill.

The 11th February 1919.
A mritsar District.

Amritsar.— Public meeting over subject of platform tickets.

The 13th February 1919:
A mritsar D istrict.

Amritsar.-— D̂r. Kitchlew addressed a National meeting of Muham
madans.

The 16th February 1919.
L tallphr D istrict.

L yd lpu r .—^Meeting of Local ’Congress Committee to protest against Row- 
latt Bill.

The 19th February 1919.
P erozepore District. 

Ferozepore.—Sewa Samiti branch started.

The 21st February 1919.
Amritsar D istrict.

A m ritw :—Another Muhammadan meeting regarding the Holy Placea 
and Muhammadan internees, at which Dr. Satyapal spoke.

The 22nd February 1919.
M ijitan  D istrict.

I
Mutton.—A  public meeting was held in the Kup Sabzi Mandi under the: 

auspices of the District Congress Committee to protest against the Bowlatt Bill. 
The meeting was largely attended, chiefly by the try in g  class. Dr. ChOt 
Bam of Sind delivered an address.
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The 22nd-23rd Febraaiy 1919.
Ahbitsab D istbiot.

Amritsar.—Anniversary of Anjuman-i-Taraqqi-Taliin which was made 
the occasion of political speeches, among the speakers being Satya Fal.

The 23rd February 1919.
Mtjitan Distbict.

Multan.—A meeting was held in the Kup SabziMandi to protest against 
the Browlatt Bill. Br. Chet Bam again speke.

The 24th February 1919.

H um an  Distbict.
Multan.—A meeting was held in the Galla Mandi under the presidency 

of a Sindhi. Dr. Chet Earn again spoke; his speech was a violent advocacy 
of Home Eule and condemnation of the Eowlatt Act.

Thb 26th February 1919.
A mbitsab D istbict.

Amritsar.—At a public meeting held to consider the question of opening 
cheap grain shops. Dr. Eitchlew took the opportunity to lay the blame of the 
high prices on the Government, stating that grain taken over under the Defence 
of In^a Act was being exported to Europe.

Th« 28th February 1919.

A hbitsab Distbict.

Atnritsar.—Another meeting' to protest against the Eowlatt Bill. 

L ahobe Distbict.

Lahore.—Punjab National Volunteer Corps started by Duni Chand.

The 1st March 1919.
L tallpub D istbict. 

Lyallpur.—Sewa Samiti branch organized.

The 9th March 1919.
L ahobe Distbict.

Lahore.—^Meeting held at the Bradlaugh Hall presided over by the 
Hon'ble Mian Fazl-i-Husain at which a pleader M. Ohulam Muhiy-ud-din 
from Easur and others used intemperate language. Sayed Habib Shah, the 
Cidcutta Journalist, made a violent speech.

The 15th March 1919.
H u m a n  D istbict.

Multan,—A  meeting was held at Baoli Seth Kuman Das, oytside 
Delhi Gate, under the auspices of the District Congress Committee. It was 
addrtfsed by Saif-ud-Din Eitchlew, Amritsar, Hr. Duni Chand and Hr. 
Mohsan Shah, lAhore, whose speeches were in support of Home Buie and 
against the Bow ^li BilL

0
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The 16th March 1919.
Mttltan District.

IBth Muck
toSOth
Manh.

Mnltan.—A  meeting was held at the Galla Mandi, which was addressed 
by Dr. Saif-ud*Din Kitchlew, Amritsar, Mr. Duni Chand and Mr. Mohsan Shah, 
l^ore<

The 18th March 1919.
Eowlatt Act passed.

The 20th March 1919.
L tallpitr District.

XyoWpar.—Private meeting of Congress Committee to discuss^ituation.

The 21st March 1919.
A mritsar D istrict.

Amritsar.—First of waqt cartoons published concerning Rowlatt Act.

The 23rd March 1919.
A mritsar District.

Amritsar.—First mass meeting held in support of passive resistance.

The 29th March 1919.
A mritsar District.

Amritsar.—A meeting held in which it was decided to hold hartal on 
the next day. Orders served on Dr. Satya Pal prohibiting him from speaking 
in public in consequence of the speech made by him on the 23rd.

F erozepore District.
Fazilka.—A local pleader, an Arya Sadhu and Swami Barmanand, 

assisted by Arya sympathisers held a meeting at which it was arranged to 
hold hartal the next day and to raise subscriptions for a Satyagraha Library.

J hang District.
Jhang-Maghiana. — A private meeting held in the house of a Pleader, to 

promote hartal. A public meeting was held later and the decision to hold hartal 
on the next day was announced by beat of drum.

Multan District.
Multan.—A meeting was held under the auspices of the Hindu-Muham- 

madan Panchayat, when it was decided to hold a hartal the next day (30th) in 
supposed obedience to the orders of Mr. Gandhi and as a protest against the 
Rowlatt Bill.

On the same day a printed notice was published in the city over the 
signatures of the Joint Secretaries of the District Congress Committee,^ calling 
on the people to observe the hartal.

The 30th March 1919.
A mritsar District.

Amritsar.—Complete hartal but no collision with the police. Mass 
iheeting'^eTdr^" ’

F brozepore D istrict.
JlBEitio.—Hartal observed hut shops were opened towards the afternoon.

H oshiarpur D istrict.
Mvkeriaa,—The Arya Samaj party secured the observance of complete 

hartal. —— ~
J hang D istrict.

Jhang-Maghiana.—The hartal decided on at previous evening’s meeting 
started but was finally stopped by the leaders at the instance of the Deputy 
Commissioner.

/ ' )
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E abnax Ditsbict.
Karnal.—An Urdu manuscript notice with headline "30th March—day of 

hartal -  sign of mourning ” found stuck up in the bazaar. This notice advocated 
mourning and prayers for passive resistance, and declared that two methods 
of opposing the Rowlatt Act suggested themselves, i.e.. Revolution and Passive 
Resistance, but as arms were wanting for the former, the latter course should 
be pursued.

Panipat.—Parf.iA.1 Tia.i4-a1 observed and a meeting was held in the town 
i^vocating passive resistance.

Multan Distbict.
Multan—A. complete affecting both Hindu and Muhammadan

shops waslield. Meetings were held at the Narsinghpuri shrine at 11 A.M., at
the Prahladpuri shrine at 1 p .m. and at Kup Yangigaran at 4 p .m. 
speeches were mostly directed against the Rowlaii Bill.

Muzappaboabe Distbict.
K ot Adu.—A meeting was held by the local Arya Samaj. 

condemning the Rowlatt Act were delivered.

The

Lectures

 ̂ The 31st March 1910.
SiALKOT D istbict.

Sialkot.—A private meeting held to arrange a hartal for the 6th. 

JULLUNEUB Distbict.

Jullundur.—Provincial Conference mass meetings addressed by* Dr. 
Eitchlew and Dina Nath of Amritsar.

L udhiana Distbict.

Ludhiana. -  A meeting of women protesting against the Bowlatt Act was 
held in the Arya Samaj Temple, when the daughter of Munshi Ram of Delhi 
addressed some women and spoke against the Act.

The 2nd April 1919.
Ambala Distbict.

Ambala.—Meeting held at which it was decided to observe hartal in 
the city on the 6th.

A mritsab Dis ’̂ bict.
Amritsar. -  Swami Satya Deo, a follower of Grandhi, lectured on “ Soul 

Force ” and endeavoured to dissuade the people from violence and from holding 
public meetings until the issue of Gandhi’s manifesto.

H oshiabpub D istbict.
Moshiarpur.—Suggestions made to invite Dr. Kitchlew, who happened 

to be in Jullundur, to address a meeting but the proposal was not acted on.
JuLiuNDUB Distbict.

Jullundur.—Provincial Conference mass meetings addressed by Dr. 
Kitchlew and Dina Nath of Amritsar.

L ahobe D istbict.
Jjahore.—The Superintendent of Police forbade public processions in 

streets for one month under the Police Act.
Montgomebt D istbict.

Montgomery.—^Meeting in the Bar room to promote hartal.
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The 3rd April 1919.
A mbala District..

Std̂  AptU to 
4th AprU.

Supar.—A. meeting was organized which passed resolutions condemning 
the Rowlatt Act and deplored the results of the Delhi riots. This was followed 
by strenuous efforts to secure complete hartal for the 6th.

Guedasptjr District.

Batala.—A committee formed in the local Bar room to promote hartal.
Ourdaspur. — A committee formed to organize a hartal for the 6th.

Gurgaon District.
Bewari.—A small number of arrivals from Delhi spread the idea of 

hartal in the town.
H oshiarpitb D istrict.

Hoshiarpur.—Apparently on suggestions made from Jullundur, a 
leading Arya Samajist and a few pleaders and traders discussed the observance 
of hartal on the 6th. In evening two agitators (one of whom has since been 
prosecuted at Lahore), got up a Muhammadan meeting nominally about 
innnicipal affairs, but hartal was discussed and a prominent Muhammadan' 
pleader was subsequently asked to assume leadership.

L udhiaka D istrict.
0

Ludhiana.—A second meeting for the purpose of protesting against the 
Rowlatt Act and urging upon the people the necessity of holding a hartal, was 
held at Qaisarganj grain market.

SiAXKOT District.

(Sia/ftof. —Shop to shop visits carried out to promote hartal, also a private 
meeting held for the same purpose.

The 4th April 1919.

A mritsar District.

Amritsar.—Dr. Kitchlew, Phndit Kotu Mai, Dina Nath and Swami 
Anubhava Nand served with orders not to speak in public.

H oshiarpur District.

Soshiarpur.—A meeting was held by leading pleaders and traders, 
which it was decided that Hoshiarpur City must fall into line with the rest of 
the Punjab on the subject of hartal. It was decided to issue a notice, fixing 
hartal and a public meeting for the 6th.

L ahore D istrict.

Lahore.'—The Municipal Members and Honorary Magistrates and well- 
disposed traders were urged in the morning to do their best to prevent hartal 
and disorders on the 6th. Lala Duni Chand and Chaudhri Shahab Din spoke 
against the Rowlatt Act at this meetihg. The promoters of the hartal fixed 
for the 6th were warned by the Deputy Commissioner that they would be 
held responsible for any disorder occurring on that date. ^

Multan D istrict.

Multan.—A meeting of the Hindu-Muhammadan Panchayat was held, 
at which it was decided to frustrate the welcome which the Municipal Com
mittee had decided to give the 2/30 Punjabis who hafi recently returned from 
active service in Egypt and Palestine. The Vice-Presidents of the Municipal 
Committee vainly remonstrated against the proposed action.

K arnal DisTRicr.
Karnal.—A meeting was held to arrange for the hartal on ̂ h^^b;

SiALKOT D istrict.

Sialkot.—Hand bills issued in furtherance of tlje hartal fixed for the 6th.
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Bth Ariii. The 5th April 1919.

A mbitsae Dmteict.

hartal

Amritsar.—Local Congress Committee alarmed by Delhi riots, declared 
against hartal on the 6th. Le^ing citizens assembled at the house of the Deputy 
Commissioner whom they assured that there would he no hartal, but about 
5 p.M. Drs. Satyapal and Kitchlew and some others decided at a private meet
ing that hartal should take place.

Dera Ghazi KhAN D istrict,

Jampur.—A private meeting by a few Muhammadans to proinote 

I F eeozepoee District.

Ferozepore.—Hartals had been under discussion since the 1st April and 
it was eventually decided on the 5th evening to hold hartal on the 6tli-

Gujranwala District.
Gujranwala.—Barristers and pleaders arrange a meeting, the notice 

regarding whieh was hurriedly printed and circulated through the town. In 
the afternoon the Deputy Commissioner sent for the leaders and warned them he 
would hold them responsible for any disorder. In the evening a meeting, 
largely attended by Hindus, was held af which the speeches denounced the 
Bowlatt Act as a shameful recompense for India’s loyalty. One individual, 
speaking as an eye-witness of the Delhi incident, alleged that the official 
account was incorrect.

Hajizabad.—Local agitators hold secret meeting to discuss measures of 
passive resistance, a special delegate being sent to Lahore to concert action.

H oshiarpur District.

Soshiarpur.—A notice under 53 signatures issued, directing hartal to be 
observed on the 6th. A few leading citizens whom the local authorities advised 
to stand out against hartal, issued a notice against it without effect.

J helum District.

Jhelum.—A private meeting- held by certain residents decided to pro
mote hartal on the following day.

L ahore District.

Lahore.—The promoters of the hartal attempted to obtain full control 
of the city by offering to take responsibility if the police were withdrawn. 
They took full advantage of the assurance given that Government would not 
forcibly compel shopkeepers to open or close shops and employed a good 
deal of pressure to promote the hartal. Notices and placards issued. Arrange
ments were made to parade military forces round the Port Road and elsewhere.

L udhiana D istrict.

Ludhiana.—A third meeting for purpose of protesting against the 
Rowlatt Act and urging the people to hold a hartal, was held at Qaisargan j 
grain marke*

L tallpur  D istrict.

Lyallpur.— T̂he District Congress Committee held a public meeting of 
protest against the Rowlatt Act. • It was resolved to institute a hartal on the 
following day.

M ontgomery D istrict,

Montgomery.—A large number of posters inciting people to protest 
against the Rowlatt Bill was brought from Lahore and placarded all over the 
town.

K arnal D istrict.

Karnal.—Mass meeting to arrange hartal.

\ \ ' \
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Multan D istbict. 5th April 

to eth April.
Multan.— T̂he Deputy Commissioner called up 16 of the most prominent 

memhers of the Hindu-Muhammadan Pauchayat, and warned them that 
^violence in enforcing a hartal would be treated as criminal. The warning,was 

received in silence. The proposed visit of the 2/30 Punjabis to the city was 
postponed.

Muzaffaegarh D istrict.
K oi Adu.—Pandit.Lok Nath, an employee of the Lahore Arya Samaj, 

'delivered a lecture at a public meeting condemning the Rowlatt Act.
Muzaffargdrh Town.—In the evening the Secretary of the Local Branch 

•of the New Muslim League announced he would hold a meeting in his house 
•on the following (6th) morning.

E awalpindi D istrict.

Rawalpindi Mass meeting took place to protest against the
Eowlatt Bill and advocate a hartal.

E ohtak District.

Bahadurgarh.—A meeting was held at which a lecture was given by 
Pandit Tota Earn of Aligarh.

X SiAiKoT District.
Sialkot. — Mass meeting at the Earn Talab to promote hartal. Speeches 

dealt with necessity for Hindu-Muhammadan unity. The local leaders warned 
by the Deputy Commissioner that violence would be suppressed by military 
force.

The 6th April 1919.
A mbala D istrict.

Ambala C ity.—An incomplete hartal. In the evening a meeting pro
testing against the Eowlatt Act.

Rtipar.—P§jl4al,..hartaii- Certain Arya Samajists opposed the Sub- 
Divisional Officer in his efforts to explain the Eowlatt Act to the people.

A mritsar District.

Amritsar.—A manuscript notice was affixed to the Clock Tower calling 
on the people to “ die and kill.” Complete hartal but no collision with police, 
the organizers avoiding anything t?]U^ify'm1Eerveution.

Dera Ghazi K han .

Jampur.—Public protest meeting held, which was attended by Hindus 
and Muhammadans.

P erozepore D istrict.

Ferazepore City and Cantonments.—TLsixtoX observed. In the morning 
there was a large meeting at which the spee^es were directed against the 
Eowlatt Bill.

Ahohar "I Har^l observed, and a public meeting ŵ as held
Gidarbaha . . . )  at J^ohar.

Gujranwala District.

Akalgarh.—^Members of the Diw'an family, descendants of the Multan 
rebel Diwan Mulraj, with other Hindus went round the bazars inducing shop
keepers to close their shops. In the evening a meeting was held but speeches 
were moderate.

Gn/raatca/g.—Complete hartal„pbserved wdth meetings at ivhich mis
representation of the EowlatFXcl was industriously carried on.

Hafizabad. -  A partial hg.rtal observed and in the evening meeting held, 
at which speeches againsfTOTRbwlatt Act w'ere delivered.
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stk April. SamnagaT.—Hartal observed.
Sheikhupura.—'S.axtaX and a protest meeting of Hindus and Mubaita.> 

madans.
Wazirabad.—Efforts of Hindus to force a hartal frustrated by prominent; 

Muhammadans.
Guedaspub Disteict.

Batala
Bhariwal
JHnanagar
Gurdaspur
Pathankot
Sujanpur
Aliwal
Radian
Sohal

A complete hartal observed. 

. . J

... I A partial hartal observed. 

Guegaon Disteict.

Ballahgarh.—Under pressure from Delhi a hartal was started» abandoned 
after about two hours. '''

Faridabad.—Hartal was observed for two days.
Pa/ico^.—H aj^l observed. Meeting was held and collection raised tpr 

defence of those who might be prosecuted in this connection.
iJewari.—Hartal observed. The people were restless and moved about 

in crowds. The StaEibh was visited and refreshment rooms forced to close.
H issae Disteict.

Bhiwani Compete harteil and a mass, meeting. Some persons,
went about in mourning garB,'16^®^Tng black flags.

Hissar City.—Complete^iartal. A meeting was held in the morning 
to protest against the Eoudatt Act. Another meeting was held in the evening 
to offer prayers for the withdrawal of the Act, and speeches were also 
delivered.

Sansi City.—Attempts made to promote a hartal but no result was 
reached.

H oshiaepxte Disteict.

Roshiarpur.—General h§rtjal was observed but some shops continued to- 
supply regular customerTtn an unobtrusive manner. In the afternoon a public 
meeting protesting against the Eowlatt Act was held, at which the attendance 
was fairly large, and speeches, misrepresenting the Rowlatt Act, were delivered. 
One speaker made inflammatory reference to the Delhi riot. The audience 
was quiet. Hartal was observed in most towns and larger villages near towns.

J haito Disteict.

Chiniot.—An abortive attempt at hartal.
Shorkot.—Another attempt at hartal stopped..

J helttm Disteict.
Jhetum Ct/y.—Complete hartal, and in the evening a protest meeting.

J tjiitjkdue Disteict.
Jvllundur City 
Rawanshahr 
Banga 
Bahon

^ ________  1. Mass m eetings and speeches against
the Bowlatt Act.
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K ajinax D isxbict._ _ •
Karnc^.—gartal obBerved^
Fanipat^—Unsuccessful attempt to observe hartal.

L ahoke District..
Xafcere.—In the morning crowds collected at the Uavi, these gradually 

filtered back to town and about noon formed a procession down Anarkali Bazar, 
carrying a black flag bearing Gfandhi’s picture. The crowd forked at Nila 
Gumbaz Chauk after pushing aside a police piquet, and one part carrying the 
fhig and apparently led by pleaders or other educated persons was stopped by a 
force (rf Police sowars and cavalry, and was led oU to Bradlaugh Hall by Dr. Gokal 
Ghand Naurang. The other part of the mob were stopped at the Market Chauk by 
cavalry and cars. Some men were, arrested for violence but released almost at 
once. Dr. Gokal Chand also assisted in leading this crowd away. The cavalry 
then assisted in clearing the Anarkali Bazar up to Nila Gumbaz. After the" 
packed' meeting at Bradlaugh Hall, there were no more processions till after the 
military had been withdrawn at night, when a crowd went round to various 
Municipal Commissioners,*  ̂ Honorary Magistrates’ houses, shouting abuse and 
throwing stones. There was a complete closure of shops and cessation of labour 
throughout the day.

L eikhiana District.
Ludhiana.—A gen ia l hartal and in the evening a meeting at the ■ 

Budha^Nakk Ghat, HaT^l atSBrbbserved at Khanna and Sahnewal.
L yALLPUR D istrict.

Gq/ra.—A pleader from Lyallpur and some local Arya Samajists tried' 
to organize a hartal, but failed.

Jaramcala.— Attemps were made to promote a hartal and subreriptions ■ 
were collected for the families of the “ Delhi martyrs. ”

L y allpur City.—A general hartal was observed all day. The District 
Congress Committee held a public meeting in the evening at which resolu
tions against the Act were recorded. The b^aviour of the crowds was orderly 
and there was little excitement, though there was much misrepresentation 
of the objects of the Bowlatt Act..

Tandliamcala.—AJiartal was organized after the arri.val of the morning 
train (8 a .m.) which lastecTfrU sunset. This was instigated by local merchants 
(mainly Arya Samajists) who had arrived from Lahore.

Toba Tek Singh.—There ivas a public meeting and a verj^ brief _hjMtal- 
at Toba Tek Singh organized by two local pleaders. ' "

Montgomery D istrict.
The Ginning Factory and one other factory stopped work.

Kamalia.—Hartal and a protest meeting.
Montgomery — A pmplete h îrial observed.

Multan D istrict.

Multan City.—A hartal was observed at the instance of the Hindn- 
Muhammadw Panchayait. A  large meeting was held outside Delhi Gate in the 
evening,, at which speeches were directed against the Bowlatt Bill.

M uzaefargarh District.
K ot Adu.—In the morning a public meeting was held' at which resolu

tions condemning the Bowlatt Act were passed. Hindus|^^o£s were mostly 
closed, and fasting was also observed by some of the Hindus. ^

Muzaffargarh -The meeting convened by ^the Secretary of the
local branch of the New Muslim League was .held and attended by about 300 
people. Speeches were delivered against the Eowlatt Act. A number of shops 
were closed, but there was no procession or other incident of importance.'

E awalpindi District.
Boitealpindi City.—A special meeting of the Khalsa Young Men’s Asso

ciation was held protesting against the Eowlatt Act.

I I ?

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



MhAptQto 
9lk April.

113

R ohtak District.

Mandi.

Bahadurgarh.— l̂^eetiug in the evening with an address by Pandit Tota 
Pam of Aligarh. ^

Hartal followed by a meeting in the evening. Opposition 
shown to making a bler and digging a grave for the Bevd. Mr. Carylon who 
had died that morning.

Sonepat. —Hartal during the day, fpllowing by public meeting in city

SiAiiKOT D istrict,
SicUkot City.—Hartal. Shops were closed, tongas stopped running and 

processions held but’lIfSCbedings were orderly, A large n ^ s  meeting hdd ii} 
the evening.

SfiHA D istrict,

SiffUd.—Hartal 'vras observed and a meeting was held.

The 7th April 1919.
A mritsar D istrict.

Amritsar.—Private meeting held to consider the continuation of the 
agitation.

H jssar District.

Bhiwani City.~~A Vaish Sabha meeting held, where in addition to other 
objects, Hindu-Muhammadan unity was preached; and feelings against the 
Rowlatt Act were expressed.

M ontgomery District,

Satgarha.—Hartal observed.
M ultan District .

Multan.—The general hartal which had begun on the 6th was continued.

The 8th April 1919.
H issab D istrict.

Bhivoani City.—A Hindu-Muhammadan unity meeting was held.
Sirsa.—Hindu-Muhammadan meeting to protest against the Rowlatt Act,

J hang District.

Chiniot.—An endeavour to arrange another hartal failed.

M ultan D istrict.

Multan City.—ThQ generalbarlal. which had begun on the 6th, was 
continued. A meeting was formed to arrange for the settlement of all cases by 
Panchayat.

The 9th AprU 1919.

A mritsar D istrict .

Amritsar.— T̂he Hindu festival of Bam Naumi was celebrated by 
Hindus and Muhammadans alike. During the procession, instead of cries 
giving honour to the Hindu deities, the political shouts of “ Hindu-Musalman 
k ij a i ’* and “ Mahatma Gandhi ki ja i” were raised, but little evidence of 
active feeling against Government discernible, though a party of Muhammadans, 
dressed to represent the Turkish Army, made somewhat offensive demonstration. 
In the evening, orders wsifi-tficeivcd from Government by the Deputy Cojnnus- 
sioner for the depoFEa^n (rfDrs. KUcHlew and Satyapai.

V
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Guhdaspub D isteict.
Batala.—Fraternization between Hindus and Huhammadans during 

.celebration of the Hindu festival of Bam Naumi. There was much shouting 
for Grandhi, and in some instances the words Allah, Bam and Om were im
pressed on the clothes of the crowd to betoken union.

K aenal Disteict.

Tanipat.—Celebration of the Rath Jatra, at which Hindus and Muham
madans fraternized, and organized demonstration in honour of Gandhi,

L ahoee District.

Lahore.—The Ram Naumi procession was utilized by the popular 
leaders for the display of seditious sentiments and fraternization bety^een 
Hindus and Muhammadans. Lala Duni Chand led it on horseback.

Gijrgaon District.

Po/?co/.—Mr. Gandhi prevented from entering the Punjab and served 
irjth an order to r^ide within the Bombay Presidency^

9th April t« 
10th April.

The 10th April 1919.
A mritsar District.

Amritsar. —Deportation of Dr. Satyapal and Dr. Kitchlew, at lOrSO A.M,
A  little later crowds began to collect m'TEe City and AifcTiiSoirPatk; the 

^Military warned. An angry crowd drove back a small mounted piquet at Hall 
i X  Gate Bridge to get to Civil lines and the troops were eventually ordered to fire ; 

a  few rioters were killed and wounded. This was about 1 p.m. The forces

/ being further augmented by a British Infantry piquet, the crowds were driven 
back over the railway line after being fired upon again. The crowd then 
divided, one part attacking and destroyingthe telephone exchange. Another 
part turned to the goods yard which they set on fire and cut telegraph wires, 
killed Guard Robinson and chased the Station Superintendent, but were turned 
baĉ  ̂ by the railway station piquet. Chance arrival of a detachment of 
Gurkhas finally secured the Railway Station.

In the City, all European and Government property was attacked. The 
National Bank of India was sacked and burnt, the Agent (Mr. Stewart I and 
his Assistant (Mr. Scott) being murdered. The Alliance Bank was attacked 
and the Agent Mr. Thomson murdered. The Chartered Bank also attacked, 
but the Agent, ME J . TVTThomson, and his Assistant Mr. Ross, were rescued 
by police. The Religious Book Society’s Depot and Hall, the Town Hall and 
the Sub-Post Office attached to it, were set on fire, while the Sub-Post Offices 
at the Golden Temple, Majith Mandi and Dhab Basti Ram were looted. Mrs. 
Easdon, Lady Doctor of the Zenana Hospital, narrowly escaped being mur
dered ; Miss Sherwood, a Mission Lady, was brutally attacked. The Indian 
Christian Church was burnt and an attempt made to fire the C. M. S. Girls’ 
Normal School. Sergeant Rowlands, Military Works Electrician, was mur
dered near Aitchison Park. The telegraph and telephone wires throughout the 
city and suburbs were cut to pieces.

The mob made another attempt at about 2 P. M. to burst into the civil 
lines, were fired on at the Hall Gate Bridge, resulting in 20 to 30 casualties. 
Commissioner on arrival in evening places military authorities in charge of 
situation. About 10 p .m. 400 re-inforcements arrived from Lahore. The city 
was entered and the Kotwali occupied at midnight.

JShagtanwala Bailway Station on the Tarn Taran line was burnt and 
looted and te le ^ a ^  broken. An attempt was made uu the mail! line toward: 

y/liahOTWiraf was defeated by fire from the Railway Police Guard on the 
w Calcutta Mail.

t

s

f

t
Ch^harta Railway Station.—N igh^ttack by a mob of villagers 

broke the^winddw's^ oFthe station and'Chen pidcemed~l:o Toot a goods 
that was standing in the yaril "

who
train I
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letk April 
UlUh 
April.

Gthigaon Disteict.

L/

Gurgaon.—Partial hartal lield. At night a large meeting was held at 
which it was decided to hold hartal on the next day and on the last Saturday of 
every month till the llowlatt. Act was cancelled, but this latter suggestion waa 
not carried out.

Palical.—Hartal renewed.
H issae D isteict.

Bhitcani City.—An unsuccessful attempt was made to hold another 
hartal. »

J.UIiLTTNDUE DiSTEICT.

Jullundttr.—News regarding the Amritsar disturbances arrived in tho 
evening, and caused some excitement.

L ahore D istrict.
Lahore.—The news regarding Gandhi’s arrest and the Amritsar 

disturbances arrived late in the afternoon and about 6 p .m. a crowd of 
several thousands began moving up the Mall, pushing hack a small force 
bf police constables which had been hurriedly sent off to arrest their ad
vance. The Deputy Commissioner then afrived and as the police were being 
surrounded, they were ordered to fire, upon which the crowd dispersed. .One 

killed and seven wounded. Later Cavalry arrived. At the Lohari Gate 
a 'laFgr~fflCft""sfo5ed the Senior Superintendent of Police and the police force. 
The Deputy Commissioner arrived on the scene and as dhe stoning continued 
he was obliged again to open _fire. resulting in 15 being wounded, three 
dying later. A small police force encountered rioters with stinks in the Dabbi 
^2ar"But these dispersed on finding themselves in danger of capture.

L u m ia k a  D istrict.

lAidMana.—A. meeting^was held at the Qaisarganj market for the pur
poses of furthering Hiudu-Muhammadan unity, of considering the construction 
of a National Hall in Ludhiana, and of inviting the provincial conference to  
Ludhiana in 1920.

Sialkot D isteict.

/yialA-o/.—Abdul Hai, a Lahore agitator, addressed a meeting.

The 11th April 1919.

A m b a i a  D i s t r i c t .

Amhala. — Another hartal attempted but without success. A' meeting 
was held in the evening.

A m  BITS AE District.

Reinforcements arrived from Jullundur. Burial of rioters 
killed on 10th, took place with a large procession. Troops marched through thd 
city.

GrjBAWAiiA Disteict.
Chtaharkam.— Protest meeting in Mandi mosque attended by Hindu* 

and Mussalmans. Hartal urged.
Sangla.—Meeting held, deciding upon hartal for the next day.

G t jr d a spije  D is t r ic t .

Oiirdni>pur.—The Deputy Commissioner assembled all available members 
of the local bar in his Court in the forenoon, and asked them in view of the 
seriousness of the situation, to come out unmistakably on the side of law and 
order. The response was half-hearted and in one instance churlish. In the  
evening there was a joint Hindii-Muslim Meeting at th^ Armanwali mosque.
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G u r g a o n  D i s t r i c t . lllfe Af(U.
Gvrgaon.—H&rtal continued. Hindu-Muhamniadah meeting in the 

Arainwali Mosque.
HqrtaLfor one day was observed.

Sodal.—Surendra Nath Sharma, a Delhi emissary, got up a meeting 
which was primarily responsible for a hartal being observed for one, day.

Pa/tcaZ.—Hartal continued.
H i s s a r  D i s t r i c t .

Bhiwani City.—A hartal for the 13th was proposed, and a trader went 
about with a black flag to announce it but without success.

JULLTJNDUR DISTRICT.

Jullimdur.—News regarding Gandhi’s arrest arrived early and hartal 
was observed in the city. Troops were despatched to the Railway station and 
the civil lines to prevent an outbreak of disorder.

K a r n a l  D i s t r i c t .

Panipat.—Observance of a complete hartal in connection with the arrest 
of Gandhi. Seditious speeches were delivered by a Delhi agitator, Bhagwanji, 
for whose arrest a warrant under the Defence of India Act was subsequently 
issued.

L a h o r e  D i s t r i c t .

Kaxur.—Hartal observed. A crowd led by Nadir Ali Shah went round 
the city forcibly closing shops and business places. The crowd then gathered 
at the Hari Har Mandar where several persons addressed it. On the whole the 
speeches were moderate, though one leader made a violent speech against the 
llowlatt Act.

Lahore. —City in the control of the mob all day and night. ‘ The closure 
of shops begun the evenmg^reviouslToMThued for"sevefaTdays. Early in the 
morning an attempt was made by one Moti Ram to pursuade the police to join 
the rioters. Large crowds gathered in the Badshahi Mosque, where Hindus were 
allowed to address them. A band of half drilled club men, called the Danda 
Fauj, also permitted to enter the Mosque. '

During the breakfast hour, two Sikh students distributed passive resis
tance leaflets at the Railway Workshops, and this was followed by an attack on 
the Time cffice, stones being thrown by boys. The Loco. Superintendent 
was stoned. The crowd was dispersed with the assistance of the police and 
cavalry. One Balwant Singh, an ex-sepoy on an invalid pension, proclaimed 
in the city and the Badshahi Mosque that Indian regiments had mutinied in 
Lahore Cantonments and were marching on Amritsar and Lahore, and stated 
that they had killed about 200-250 British soldiers, he himself having killed six. 
After the meeting the crowd marched through the city, destroying portraits of 
Their Majesties.

L t a l l p h r  D i s t r i c t .

News arrived at Lyallpur of the Amritsar and Lahore riots' and the 
turning back of Mr. Gandhi from the Punjab ; this caused general excitement, 
but the action taken prevented demonstrations.

M u l t a n  D i s t r i c t .

IfuWow.—News regarding the disturbances at Amritsar reached the 
eity early in the morning and at about 9 a . m . shops began to close. The 
Deputy Commissioner called up the promoters' of the hartal and again 
warned them of the consequences of disorder. The Superintendent of Police 
issued an order under section 30 (2) of the Police _ Act, forbidding proces
sions and meetings in the city, while military and police forces were kept 
in readiness.
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R a w a l p i n d i  D i s t e i c t .

T

Satealpindi City.—A meeting was held to express sympathy with those 
killed at Delhi.

R o h t a k  D i s t e i c t .

Hartal held.

Rohtak.—Mass meeting at which sale of proscribed literature was advc 
cated. Formation of a Joint Hindu-Muhammadan Committee. A few of 
local pleaders made inflammatory speeches.

SiA LKO T D i s t r i c t .

P<wr»r.-—Secret meeting in the house of a Barrister-at-Law.

force.

- f

i

The 12th April 1919.

A m e i t s a b  D i s t r i c t .

Amritsar.—A  threatened disturbance averted by display of militari 
A number of important arrests made.

CAekarta.—Telegraph jwirM ^ut b^tireen this and^^^
Tarn Taran.—A small force with armoured train arrived as trouble wa 

threatened, but owing to a misunderstanding this force did not remain. Aftc' 
their departure some villagers collected to loot the Tahsil but were dispersed b̂ i 
Inspector Aziz-ud-din and a others. A permanent foî ce arrived early th» 
next morning.

Asiapur.—^Mission buildings threatened. Flying columns sent out,

^urm ar |  Tejegraph wires cut between these places.

^heharta }  wireis cut between these ^laee§,

A m b a l a  D i s t r i c t .

Amhala City.—Mass meetihg to protest against deportation of Mr. 
Gandhi.

F e e o z e p o e e  D i s t r i c t .

Ferozepore. -  Troops were despatched to Kasur, and police and military 
precautions were taken in the event of trouble spreading to Ferozepore.

G i t e d a s p u e  D i s t r i c t ,

Pa/a?o.—Another hartal observed. While the local agitators were being 
warned the mob whlcli followed, threatened to cause riot if the leaders were 
arrested.

Gurdaspur.—Another hartal observed. As situation appeared grave, a 
small force of one officer and 50 men arrived from Pathankot to support local 
police in case of necessity. At night meeting of Hindus and Muhammadans 
held in the Jama Masjid, when same dangerous language was used ; it is stated, 
that a suggestion was made to raid the civil lines.

G i t j e a n w a l a  D i s t r i c t ,

(7AwAarAo«a.—fiartal and protest meeting.

Sangla.—Hartal observed. Mourning bathing ceremony performed in 
canal followed by Recession with black flag and effigy of Rowlatt Bill.

Another meeting held to organize hartal for the 14th.
Wazirahcid,—At a secret meeting held in house of a Municipal Commis' 

sioner a hartal on the 13th decided on, but it was postponed to 15th on account 
of the Baisakhi fair.
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Gxjrgaon D i s t r i c t . ia |» A p riL

Ptf/ecffli.—Hartal continued.
H i s s a r  D i s t r i c t .

Siasar City.—A telegram purporting to be from Delhi was received 
at the Canal Telegraph O ^ e  urging “ All Indian brothers ** to strike.

A North-Western Railway guard refused to start for Jakhal.
Sirsa.—Hartal and a protest meeting against the arrest of Gandhi in 

Gxe Jama Masjid. Hindu speakers were admitted.
Hartal was observed in most towns and larger villages near towns.

JuL L U N D U R  D i s t r i c t .

Hartal observed. Telegraph wires cut between Nurmahal 
and Nakodar and insuTators broken. '

t
K arnal District.

Karaal. -  General Railway, Post and Telegraph strike threatened. 
Shahabad.—^Meeting held to arrange for observance of hartal the next

day. In the evening Hindus and Sikhs 
fraternired with Muhammadans.

congregated in the imambara and

Lahore District.
Kasur.—A meeting of the local leaders was held at the house of a 

pleader, to discuss the institution of Hindu-Muhainmadan mess houses. 
Hartal was again observed. Crowds paraded the city, closing shops and 
schools, schoolboys taking a conspicuous part, a large crowd following a 
charpai covered with a black flag as an emblem of the death of liberty, 
moved towards the railway station. When about to leave, after doing con-' 
siderable damage to the station, the leaders again urged them to more violence. 
They then returned, and after burning a small oil-shed, damaging signal and 
telegraph wires, smashing furniture and looting property, they made for the 
Rerozepore train which carried several Europeans, i.e., the Sherbourne family 
(consisting of Mr. Sherbourne, his wife and three children). Captain Limby 
and Lieutenant Munro, Corporal Battson and Lance-Corporal Gringham 
all of whom narrowly escaped being killed, while two others. Conductor 
Selby and Sergeant Mallett were beaten tQ-deathJiy.iafAM?. ’

Telegraph, wires were. desijxtyed.ioiLhalf a. mile and posts . uprooted, the 
Wheat T0^di Post Office looted and gutted, the main Post Office burned, the 
Munsif’s Court set on Are, and an attempt made to burn the Tahsil which 
was saved by the police flring on the crowd, one being killed and several 
wounded,of whom thre1F¥fterwards died. Eight persons wefe^affested. Troops 
arrived in the afternoon.

Khem Karan Sailway S t^ ia^  — Damage done by about 20 men mainly 
sweepers from PaEl5u~village, who were driven off by some local zamindars.

Lahore.—In the morning a military force composed of British and Indian 
troops, machine guns, and cavalry, accompanied by police and civil authorities 
marched through the city. The demeanour of the crowd was hostile. Cavalry 
cleared off crowd that had gathered in front of the Fort and Badshahi 
Mosque. A Criminal Investigation Department Inspector in plain clothes was 
severely assaulted by large crowd in the Mosque. On crowd being dispersed, 
the entrance to Mosque were picketed by cavalry. The crowd, carrying 
sticks, formed a Muharram procession, and on reaching the bazar, began 
stoning the cavalry there, whereupon an armed police force was brought up 
and four constablesLwere.order^ tq.fi.re as the stoning and excitement had in
creased. One student killed an31iwenty-eight men wounded-of whom one affer- 
war^,ifled! Tlie crowd"EKen dispersed.

About noon a meeting to discuss matters commenced in the Town Hall 
and lasted for some 3 hours. The Deputy Commissioner was told that shops

- t  ®
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uth April would remain closed unless the military and police were removed. Free food 
shops were opened by the leaders, several persons making large money contri
butions. OfPensive notices were found posted, and Government clerks and' 
railway men were deterred from Working. All shops remained closed and 
restless crowds j}araded the streets all day and several days following. In the 
evening the Deputy Commissioner warned the leaders that Martial Law would be 
introduced unless the hartal ceased.

P atti.—Rioting from about 8 to 11 p. M., some damage done to the 
station. Telegraph wires cut.

Jallo ... I Telegraph posts broken and all wires cufr for two
Harbanspura j miles. “ ——

H oshiarptjr D istrict.
Sdshiarpvir.— Meeting to protest against deportation of Mr. GandliL 
Mukerian. — Hartal here and at other places in the district. \ 

L udhiana D istrict.

XadAwww.—A meeting was held at the Qaisarganj market to protest 
against the arrest of Mr. Gandhi.

L taU iPur District.
Lyallpvnr Reported to be very restless, and the District Congress

Committee active with protest propaganda. Hartal decided for 13th.

M ultan D istrict.

Multan. — In the morning the Commissioner assembled at his house a 
meeting of Military and Civil officers. Raises and Pleaders, to whom he explain
ed the Rowlatt Act  ̂ and called on them to allay excitement and prevent 
disorder. Several pleaders undertook to endeavour to dissuade the people from 
violence or unconstitutional action, and were accordingly permitted to hold a 
public meeting that afternoon in the city. The hartal still continued. In the 
afternoon h disorderly procession of about 500 people proceeded to march 
through the city but was pursuaded to join the permitted meeting. This was 
orderly, the spe^ers, while sympathising with opposition to the Rowlatt Bill 
and expressing admiration of Gandhi, urged abstinence from, disorder or 
sedition. Strike threatened on railway.

Muzaffargarh D istrict.
Muzaffargarh.—Posters calling for hartal were posted in the city. 

R awalpindi District.
Bawdlpvndi City.—Railway workshop employees threatened to go on 

strike, but action seems to have been due only to the non-receipt of their pay.
R ohtak D istrict.

Her*.—Hartals held, said to be after pressure from Delhi.
Simla D istrict.

Simla.—A  meeting was held to protest against the order detaining: 
Mr. Gandiii.

The 13th AprU 1919.

A mbala District.

Amhala Cantonment.—Complete hartal in the Sadar Bazar, said to be- 
due to commercial pressure from Delhi and Lahore. In the afternoon a large 
public meeting in the Sadar Bazar at which one or two very objectionable 
resolutions were passed.

Barana Station.—AW Telegraph wires cut near this siatiOTi.—(North- 
Western R a i l w a y ) . -------- '

\
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Amritsa-R District. ISa Aprî

Amritsar.—In. the forenoon the Officer Conimanding Troops, accom
panied by the Deputy Commissioner, marched through city at head of some 
troops, announcing by beat of drum at every important street, that no meetings 
would be allowed. Notwithstanding this warning, just after the troops had 
returned (about 4 p .m) a meeting began assembling at the Bagh Jallewaliau 
and this large crowd only dispersed on being fired on by troops, the casualties 
being considerable.------

About 2 A .ii the line was cut between Chheharata and Khasa and a 
goods train derailed., ~  -----

Seditious Meetings Act applied to district. Notices issued by General 
Commanding, Amritsar, prohibiting egress from the city and forbidding residents 
to leave their houses at night.

Gujranwala District,

Chuharkana.—Lectures given at the Baisakhi fair incited people to 
damage railway line.

Gujranwala. — A rneeting of the local leaders, at which it is alleged that 
a  definite decision was arrived at to repeat the incidents of Lahore and Amrit» 
sar.

Gurdaspttr District.
Pathankot.—Hartal.
ToipoTapli Bitala aiid China a a i Jaiutipura and

betw'een burdaspur and DhariwaT " - —— -
tSTTROAON District.

Firozpur
Nagiua
Nuh

Shadi Lai, a

I Hartal observed under outside pressure,

Palwal.—Hartal discontinued during the day.
Taoru. -Hartal observed under pressure from Gurgaon, 

local agitator, gave lectures directed against the Rowlatt Act.
H issar D istrict.

Hansi.—A meeting took place at which. Gandhi’s message was read and 
hartal was proposed, but no action followed.

Hissar.—Hartal again observed, but it broke down towards evening. A 
mass ineieting was held in the evening in the Idgah, which was moderate in 
tone and helped to quiet the situation. At this meeting the President of the 
local Arya Samaj was called to the pulpit.

Sirsa. -  The “ Hindustani Ittihadi Sabha ” was formed.

Tphana.—A meeting held in the dharmsala in the evening. Hartal 
proposed and a lecture given on Hindu-Muslim unity.

Bhiwani.—Hartal announced, but fell through.
JCLLUNDITR DISTRICT.

JuUundur Cantonments.—Fire in a militar
J hang D istrict.

Jhang-Maghiana.—Loyal meeting of Muhammadans.
K angra D istrict.

Kangra.—A circular letter was issued to all important persons in the 
district directing them to take action to preserve the peace if necessary and 
to contradict false rumours. Loyal replies were received from all.

t +
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13 til Apni to 
14th AprU.

E aBNAIi Dtsteict.

r
f

+
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Pam/jaf. -Hindus and Muhammadans fraternized again and proposed 
to settle Hindu-Muhammadan affairs by a “ Communal Law. ” They levied 
a contribution on a hahcai who had not observed the hartal.

Shahabad.—A complete hartal was observed,
L ahobb D istbict, ^

irt/mre,—Hartal continued. Another meeting of the leaders was called 
by the authprities. The Seditious Meetings Act was proclaimed in the district, 
and assemblies of rnore than ten persons were prohibited. Wholesale retail 
liquor shops were closed. An attempt was made by the crowd to get the 
Hallway Guards to strike. Organization of village patrols on railways and 
night patrols in the civil station begun by the authorities.

Khem Karan Raihcay Station.—Telegraph insulators stolen.
Kasur between.
.KhCffl J ___ — ----
Khem Karan ... |  i,etween.

Manihala.—Meeting held at Baisakhi fair and people urged to help 
Amritsar.

Wagah Kailway Station. -  Station s^kcd £mid_ burnt mostly by people 
from Manihala and Narwar where seditions meetings HainBeen held; the 
armoured train was^dfiiailsd. T^res were cut and the line breached in several
pTacesT ' ------- -

L yallpttb Djstbict.
Jaranwala.—Nand Lai, petition-writer, returned to Jaranwala from 

Delhi and tried to organize a coercive hartal on the next day. His propaganda 
wfis strongly anti-British in form.

Lyallprir. A general hartal was observed, accompanied by open 
fraternization of Hindus and Muhammadans. Attempts to hold public meet
ings were frustrated by the authorities, but towards the evening crowds in 
the bazar became unruly and some coercion was applied by them to shops which 
attempted to open. Some small riots occurred. Posters and notices advocating 
continued strike and expressing hatred of British and Government appeared; 
some of them appear to have been due to students arriving from the Lahore 
colleges. Towards niglit the crowds became distinctly hostile and were with 
difluculty prevented from becoming an angry mob.

M tjltan D istbict.
Mnltan The hartal begun on the 11th continued till the evening.

A meeting was held’outside tlie city at Bawa Safra at which speeches against 
the B,qwlatt Act were delivered. Shops were partially opened for the Baisakhi 
fair.

The 14th April 1919.
A mbaxa D istbict.

.JfowiwKyVa.- Hartal, organized mainly by Arya Samajists, has partial 
success. Demonstration against the Eowlatt Act collapsed at the last mo
ment,

A mbitsab D istbict.
An £|ttack by the villagers of Ballarwal on the neiglxbouring village of 

Makhovval was dispersed.
Jagdeo Khurd.—A  body of some 20 men attacked and wounded several 

shopkeepers but wereJ)(^ten. p|P hy the villagers.
Tarn Taran. -  A sympathetic hartal, but arrival of British troops averted 

possible danger. Telegraph wires cut between this and Jandoke and Gholwar,
Mananwala.—Telegraph wires cut between this and Amritsar.

K aror  I  Telegraph wire between these places cut.
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Bahawalpur State. Aprt**

SaHawalnagar. — Strike by r^lway olficials: telegraph wires cut.
Gtjjranwala District.

.4 Aa/flforA.—Shops opened as usual but about 9 A.M., on news regard
ing the Kasur and other disturbances being received, the crowd formed a proces
sion and enforced a hartal, threatening to burn factorie^pf those who refused 
to join. The mob did no damage! "  '

Ohuharkana.—Demonstrations on the station platform on arrival of 
trains. Telegraph wires cut.

Gujranwala.—Early in the morning a calf was killed and hung up on 
the Katchi Railway Bridge, rumours being circulated that this was done by the 
police. Crowds moved about the bazars raisiug various cries and closing 
ahops. They suCTounded and stoned  ̂ a train, attempting to damage the 
engine; burnt a small railway bridge opposite the Gurukul, and cutJthe ■ 
telegraph wires for several "“mTies-—on~ both sides of the sta^bn and' 
g a sh e d  450 insulators. An hdtfl? 'later K af^  OlTtfie Lahore
side was set on fire. The mob next had to be driven off from the dis
tant signal on the Lahore side, where they had set about destroying the. 
line. The Superintendent of Police with his force were storied and had to 
use firearms ; this part pf the mob cleared off after setting fire to the Telegraph 
Office and Post Ofhce, all water and fire-pumps having been pfevTously re
moved. Later on two other mobs crossed the railway line and set fire to the 
T îhsil Bungalow and Kucheri and the Church, but were beaten off from 
the police lines and jail. M ean^ile in the absence of the police, the first 
section of the mob returned and burnt thft railway statimiT Casson Industrial
School and the..railway goods shed, in the latter what property escaped fire was 
looted, the total loss of goods being valued, at eight. Jaj£hs..Qjt .rupees. On 
arrival of three aeroplanes from Lahore, which dropped bombs on the rioters, 
the latter dispersed. Later in the evening troops arrived from Sialkot.

Hafizabad.—Hartal, as previously arranged. A crowd assembled outside 
the town and proceeded to the station where at the goods shed speeches openly 
advising rebellion were made. A passenger train steamed into the station and 
Lieutenant Tatam with a small boy, who was travelling in it, narrowly escaped 
being killed by the mob ; but were saved by the plucky action of two'dftEree 
Indian gentlemen.

Momari.—The station burnt and looted^by mob of villagers.
Sangla.—The Calcutta Mail stoned while leaving the station.
Slheikhupura.—Hartal again observed, shops being forcibly closed and 

litngar opeped. Distant signal damaged railway and Jiostel telegraph wires 
cut. — ■  

Wazirabad.—News regarding the- Gujranwala riots spread and local 
agitators exhorted people to observe hartal. In the afternoon a Hindu- 
Muhammadan meeting held at the Juma Masjid at which the President, a 
Hindu, and others denounced the Rowlatt Act and preached hartal. After 
dark groups marched through the streets singing inflammatory ballads.

GirjRAT D istrict.

Gujrat.—Two manuscript notices inciting to mutiny were posted up in 
the bazar. About 2 a.m. a band of Baisakhi revellers returned from. Wazir
abad shouting for Gandhi, Muhammad Ali, etc. Hartal was observed.

hartal foi* the next
day.

Jalalpur Jattan.—Meeting held to arrange

Alitcal
Kanjur
Dhariwal
Kanjur

Gurdaspur D istrict.

I  Wires cut and 900 feet wire stolen between these places.

) Telegraph wires cut and several hundred; feet wire 
. ) “ stoteh between these pTacesT" ..................

I
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iMh Gurdaspur.—Orders under the Punjab Patrol Act issued for the patrol
ling of railway lines in the district.

Pathankot.—An attempt made to damage the railway _hy firing per
manent way sleepers near the station. '3)

-t

1

i

+

5o^aZ.—Telegraph wires cut.
'  GTJBGA.ON D is TKICT.

Nuh.—Hartal continued but ceased the next day.
E a s n a x  D is t e ic t .

Thanesar.—^Efforts to form Hindu-Muhammadan panchayat to settle
cases.

H issar D isteict.
Tohana.—Hartal in the town and Mandi. Strike at Jakhal and Tohana. 

'Bailway Stations, said to be organized by emissaries from Delhi who came on 
via Bohtak.

J hano District.

Jhang-Maghiana.—A Hindu-Muhammadan meeting convened to express 
loyalty was dissolved in disorder owing to the behaviour of Raja Ram, Vakil, 
supported by some Lahore students, who endeavoured to provoke the 
police.

J heltjm D istrict.

Jhelum.—The Deputy Commissioner summoned the leading men in -the 
morning at the Town Hall and explained the B owlatt Act, requesting them 
to assist in averting hartal, and as the result of this, the second hartal decided 
upon the previous day, was abandoned.

.^n unsimcessful a^mpt^_tp..,jj,et,,^e tp the railway _steti^ made
at night, apparently by^some railway clerk.

J tjllundur D istrict.
JuUundur.—Committee of the Provincial Conference postponed their 

meeting because of the arrest in Lahore of their chairman (Lala Harkishan 
Lai) and other important delegates.

L ahore D istrict.

iaftore. —Deportation of Pandit Ram Bhaj Datt, Lala Harkishan Lai 
and Lala Duni Chand. City quiet, though necessary precautions were taken. 
The persistent attempts to deter railway workshop employees from attending 
their work, were only frustrated by employing police with fixed bayonets to 
disperse crowds at the workmen’s trains. The telegraph traffic with Amritsar 
was again interrupted. " ~ ,

Control of petrol and requisitioning of niotor-cars for military purposes
begun.

K ot Radha Kishan,—Stones thrown at the l7-TJp train.

^Uari }  wires at these stations cut.

I  cut between.

Padhana.—An assembly met by beat of drum and there was a general 
feeling of unrest in villages along the Amritsar line.

L tallpttb District.

Gojra.—Efforts were made to start a hartal. Hindus met at the crema
tion grounds in the morning and joined hands with the Muhammadans at 
the Idgah afterwards. A Muhammadan was elected president of a Hindu 
meeting. The Missionary of the Church Mission Society was forced to leave 
Gojra, after being warned that his house, the Church and other public build
ings of the town were to be burnt.

\  C 9 ,
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Jaranwala.—A meeting was organized by Nand Lai and his friends, 
followed by a coercive hartal. Disloyal propaganda of an anti-British type April, 
was used and a Muhammadan was asked to preside over a meeting in the 
Thakardawara.

Lyallpur.—The hartal begun on the day previous in the city continued' 
Members of the Bar and petition-writers went on strike and did not attend the 
courts. More definite attempts were made to excite the agricultural classes and 
thfe posters took a more violent form; it was considered advisable to collect the 
Europeans at the Ballying Postj while some cavalry sowars arrived from 
neighbouring cavalry farms. Attempts to hold public meetings in the morning 
were frustrated, but in the afternoon a big public meeting was got up in the 
Idgah, at which the proceedings threatened to become violent, but the presence of 
the Deputy Commissioner with a few cavalry sowars had a beneficial effect. A 
committee was formed to decide whether the hartal should be continued or \ 
not, and during the day strenuous attempts were made to induce Government 
servants to go on strike. '

M ianwali District.

Kv/ndicm.—Meeting of railway employees to arrange strike interrupted 
by weather.

M ontgomery D istrict.

Montgomery Mailway Military guard posted as there was much
talk of striking among the railway staff.

dkara.—An abortive attempt made to derail trains b j placing a loose 
coupling,on the line near this station.

Multan District.

Multan City.—While excitement in the city showed signs of abating, 
unrest among the railway staff made its appearance.

In the forenoon the railway staff struck. Signals were 
damaged and telegraph -vnres were cut, but the Iopd"“staff were able to com
municate with MuTtah by telephone. Staff resumed work in the evening.

E awalpindi District.

Mawalpindi Seditious notices were found, calling on the people to
rise during the night. " ’ .........

B ohtak D istrict.

Bahadurgarh.—Attempt by a joint mob of rioters from the Mandi and 
railway staff to damage a railway bridge, and wreck a.^mail train. The cry 
of the mob was “ Break up the bridge; the rule of the English has dis
appeared.”

Bohtak.—'Offer of enrolment as special constables made by the Deputy 
Commissioner to members of the Hindu-Muhammadan Committee and refused 
by them.

SiALKOT D istrict.

Siedkot.—Meeting of agitators at Tollinton Park. Tdegraph wires cut 
between Sialkot and Wazirabad. Bail way strike threatened. t

The 15th April 1919.

A mritsar D istrict.

District proclaimed under section 15 of the Police Act. 
.iw f  i^sar.-r-Martial I^w...pfefelaimed.
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1 6 th  April. G tTJRANWAIiA DISTRICT.

Distfict pi'oclaimed under section 15 of the Police Act.
Application of Seditious Meetings Act to district.
Akalgarh.—A meeting arranged to promote'Hindu-Muhammadan unity 

fell through as leading Muhammadans refused to join. A mob cut all 
telegraph wires, smashed 75 insulators, broke signal lamps and attempted to 
bum /^ridge.

Chuharkana.— The American Missionary’s house and hospital burnt and 
looted. Telegraph wires cu t ; railway lines tprp »p g^l - bridges
damaged by fire. _Stet̂ ign. burnt q,nd looted ; train damaged and looted, station 

j X staff assaulted at night ; rioters from .nutlyiag villages procppdpfl tn lialH up 
i l /  train 'and loot Mandi but wer^disjiersed by gun firairom armoured train.

—Some 23 persons known to have been among the leaders.

- t ®
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were arrested.
Safizabad.—Hartal again observed. Mob prevented from damaging a 

culvert but it damaged the distant signal and cut all wires and smashed̂  140 
insulators. ’Two menwere arrested, and on these two "Being taken to the Tahsil, 
d’lIUJb collected and stoned the building, but dispersed on the police firing into 
the air.

Ramnagar.—A party of Hindus collected on the banks of the Chenab,
where they burned a small rag effigy of the King-Emperor with every snecies 
of insult. Th(} JiSh'es were thrown into'”the water and the crowd then had 
bath'"in token of purification and returned in triumph to the town.

Sangla.—J.
Sangla Hill on the Lyallpur and Lahore line.
damaged. Station attacked by mob ; all wires cut and insiilators smashed.

Wazirabad.—A  general hartal observed, schools forcibly closed by 
mobs who refused to disperse on being advised to do so by the Tahsildar. 
Some of the crowd visited the engine shed and tried to induce railway employees 
to strike. Another section de^rqyed the tdegraph wires near the dak bungalow. 
A party of cavalry guarding tEe railway sratioh partfafiy dispersed the mob, 
which however returned and pelted them with stones ; the military then fired 
in the air4o scare the mob. Part of the mob proceeded to the Palku Bailway 
Bridge, where, they cut the telegraph wire?, damaged the distant signals 
and set tb.e__bridge on fire. The mob dispersed by pbTIce"'^wEb extin- 
guish^^The fire. The mob reassembled, d|d some wire cutting ne^r the Civil 
Hospital and were again dispersed by the police. Another ’mob went towards 
Nizamabad, where, being joined by a crowd of villagers, it burned a gang 
hut, damaged railway bridges and level crossing gates, and burned and looted 
the Bev. Gfahame Bailey’s house. Telegraph wires cut at 24 places between 
"VVazirabad and Sialkot.

Mansurwali.—Telegrapb, w1J6 cut, insulators smashed between this and 
Wazirabad. “

Gttrdasptjr District.

Tibri.—W ires cut and 2 ^  feet stolen near Tibri.
Gujrat District,

, Gujrat.— Hartal observed again. A crowd, composed piostly of youths, 
collected at thie Shishanwala Gate, with a black flag and a picture of Gandhi. 
Crowd forcibly closed the Mission High School, damaging some furniture and 
assaulting the teachers. The Zamindara School and the Government High 
School closed before arrival of crowd. In the evening the crowd proceeded to 
the railway station and destroyed the telegraph and telephone instruments 
and furniture and burnt tEelrecoras, tlfiey were dispersed on being fired on byf t  '—    ̂ V A

«v/ the police ; none were wounded but seven arrests were made on the spot.

t
Jalalpur Jattan.—An enforced hartal observed and crowds paraded town 

with usual shouts about Gandhi and the Bowlatt Bill. The telegraph wires 
•were cut in two j lw e s  in jUie

^ 0
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K m jah .—An attempt at hartal failed. 15th April.
MalakwcU.—A meeting held in the dharmsala at tyhich an inflammatory 

lecture against the Howlatt Bill ■was delivered. It was decided to observe i 
hartal and hold another meeting the next day, also to start a railway strike. A \  
crowd proceeding to the railway station to enforce a strike, was turned back 
hy troops, and dispersed without casualties.

— Engineering College students refused to attend lectures. A 
meeting of canal officials was held in the mosque, at which Hindus attended, 
and prayers was offered for repeal of Rowlatt Act and for unity.

H issar District.

Dabwali.—Hartal in the' Mandi. A meeting was also held and lectures 
4ind speeches delivered.

HosniARP^R D istrict.
GarAdttrola.—Hartal observed and meeting held.
lloshiarpur,—A military detachment arrived from Jullundur.

JniiLUNDUR District.

Nakodar
Shahkot
Mahtpur

Dhudial
Chakwal

.1Hartal observed.

J helum District.

) Attempts to promote hartal broke down because 
) Muhammadans refused to join.

Jhelnm.—Seditious notices posted. Attempt to hold hartal failed.

L ahore District.

District proclaimed under section 15 of the Police Act.

Lahore.—Hartal continued save in the suburbs. Proclamation issued 
declaring Martial Law throughout the district. The first Martial Law Re
gulations issued by ColonelJohnson, Commanding Lahore Civil Area. Curfew 
order enforced, and langars used for assisting the hartal were suppressed.

K ot Radha Kishan. —^ train  stoned.
Chhanga Manga.—Wires cut and timber obstructions placed bn the rail

way line. .

Banghali a7id Padri.—Two grass farm stacks burned.

L tallpijr D istrict.

D ijkot.—Hartal began, and the Zaildar was flouted by the professional 
and trading classes when he tried to reacTout and explain the Rowlatt Act.

Lyallpur.—TLa.rta\ continued at Lyallpur but a few shops opened in the 
evening. A fresh crop of seditious posters were observed.

Gojra.—A coercive hartal began, accompanied by .anti-British demon
strations. The crowd^jEisited-^the-mRway. station, where the refreshment 
vendor ŵ as mobbed, and forced to stop work. Some of the crowd climbed up 
into the engine of the Khanewal train and endeavoured to persuade tlie engine- 
driver not to take on the train. There was a funeral procession of the Rowlatt 
Act in the Mandi accompanied by a black flag.

Sangla
Salaricala I  Wires cut.and pulled down between. 

Toba Teh Singh.—Threatened hartal did not materialise.
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M ianwali D istrict.
«

Kunditin.—An ijicomplete strike among the railway station staff, who 
cut the wi'rM in rho ogoTiirig ftrijr fra.i'T, qt engine
leavmg.

Montgomery District.
Village patrols introduced for protection of railway lines in the district.

Multan District.
The Railway Defence Scheme was brought into operation and.,Jijroop» 
at the main railway stations, Multan, Multan City, Lodhran, 

Sama^tta, Sher Shah and Khanewal.
Khanewal.—The railway staff struck in the forenoon but resumed work 

in the evening before troops arrived.”  ^
Samasatta.i—̂ iaS. refused invitation from Khanewal to resume strike.
Arrangements for protection of railway lines by village guards were 

introduced.
R aw alpindi D istrict.

Telegraphic wires cut between Rawalpindi and Murree.
E ohtak D istrict.

^amargopalpur }
Ganaur.—Meeting of butchers, held under threat of injury from Hindus 

to stop cow-killing.
Gohana.—Postal telegraph wires and post damaged.

Seditious notice found posted on Delhi Gate. Railway tele- 
graph wires cut at mile 357. Arrival of troops.

ing in the siding

I  Telegraph wires cut between these. Xilaces.

(9

t

Sanepat.—Mass meeting held at Imambara.
SiALKOT D istrict.

Begowala Ghartal. —Telegraph^wires.Ti^
Sialkot.—An attempt wasjaade tp sei. fire to a railway carriage stand- 

This was done under the leadership of Sundar, a local bad . 
character, since arrested.

A mritsar D istrict.
Jandiala 
Butari

Sangrana |  Telegraph insulators broken.
Bhagtmtcala... )   ̂ v . . ........

Shahptjr D istrict.
Malakwal \
Pakhowal > Partial strike of North-Western Railway signallers and
Mithalak ... j , great excitement at stations.
Bhulwal.—Attempt to hold unity meeting fell through.

The 16th Aprill919.
F erozbfgrb D istm ct .

SarhhagusaH Memorial Ary a High School.—A number of students went 
out on strike.

Gujranwala D istrict.

A w/difcA.—The patwari’s records burnt by two lambardars and some local 
zamindars.

Bhaban Singh Bailway Station.—Early in the morning, the station 
attacked by a mob which bmned the office and looted the safes, after having, 
during the night previous, l^rned a r a il^ y  briJ^, damaged the permanent 
way, and cut the telegraph wires in several places.
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Gujrantcala.— M artial Law proclaimed ovfer the district and Seditious l#® April. 
M eetings A ct applied.

JTq^jaSarf. —Sh(^s opened as usual and no further disturbance occurred.

Muridke J J l ir e c ^ t .

Moman.—-EaUway Station looted and burnt and all telegraph wires cut.

Sangla. A  m ilitary deserter rescued from custody and th e m ilitary  
escort assaulted. M urdefous'atlack by Harnam Singh on Mr. W ale, Telegraph  
Inspector. A t n ight tbe Baroha villagers cut th e telegraph yrire on th e Lahore 
line. ~

Wazirahad. —Arrests of certain leaders were effected.

Gu jrat  D istrict.

Oujrat.— Shops opened. Public m eetings and processions prohibited  
under th e Police A ct.

Jalalpur H artal continued. W liile  members of th e m unicipal
com m ittee and other leading men were discussing measures to stop trouble, 
th e crowd insisted on them  joining in the mourning and s lig h tly dam aged the  
furniture of_idie M unieipal H all where the discussion was held. Crowd then  
proceede3~to dam age the M ission School and made some police constables 
rem ove their

Malakiohl. ^ M eetin g  at the mosque attended by H indus. A t n ight th e  
telegraph wires were cut, the distant  signal lamps were removed. E a ils  were 
remiovea^vnuclTcSuSed the derailm ent“6 f a l r a i h  th e'n S st m orning, resu lting in  . 
tlieTbss'bf tw o lives.

Gu r d aspur  D istrict.

Pathankot. — A  lighted  torch was thrown | t  an E n glish  lady rid in g  in  a 
motor car.

J hang  D istrict.
JTiang-3Iaghiana. -  The E ailw ay telegraph qgmmunication between Jhang  

and Sub^haga tem porarily interruped but wires were noTciit.

J hrlum  D istrict.
Kala.—A  passenger, train derailed near th is station as th e result of the  

rem oval of a  rail by some railway m en whose apparent intention was to  wreck  
a troop-train expected from  Pindi.

Chakwal.—Meeting took place to arrange hartal and protest m eeting.
JuLLuiJDTia D istrict.

Jullmdur.— A  number of w ires cut and insulators broken ju st outside  
Cantonm ents.  ̂ ' ~~

Nakodar and JAaW Ai. — Between these p la ces, wire.,jefltiuift»kwo places.

Seditious M eetings A ct extended to  Jullundur.

L ahore D istrict .
Kasur. -M a rtia l Law proclaimed, a Darbar being hel4  for th e  purpose. 

T w enty-tw o arrests made dhring th e day and langars were closed by order.

K ot Badha Kishan.—A  train was stqnM , and several people includ ing  
a European lady injured. ....... “ ' i

P atti. —G atekeeper’s hut broken open.

Parki Thana villages.^Pljing  colum n from  Lahore yisited  these v illages  
ta k in g  prisoners in  four of them .

V(dtoha I  between cut.
Gharutla... )
Changa Manga and Pattoki.— Telegraph wires interrupted for one m ile  

betw een  th ese  places.
Premnagar. —W ires cut.
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i8 fh  April iaftore.—Tiiird and Inter, class bookings stopped. Eegistration begun
to 17th agents, touts, etc., of pleaders, who were forbidden to leave Lahore without 

permit. Roll-calls of D. A.-V. College were begun four times a day at the 
Bradlaugh Hall. Owners of property made responsible for the preservation of 
notices posted thereon. Carrying of lathis in Lahore Civil Area forbidden.

Bahawalpuh.

Bahawahiagar.—The disaffected railway strikers were turned out of rail
way precincts by military and traffic was resumed

L tallpuk D isteict.
Gojra.—The hartal was resumed and disloyal demonstrations repeated 

after wfiich the shops were opened.
Lyallpiir District.—Disaffection began to spread to villages. The 

canal__tg]jegjapL c in Mauza 253-R. B., nine miles from Lyallpur.
ifKere was a seditious meeting in Mauza Khiala Ealan, some nine miles from 
Lyallpur.

Some troops arrived at Lyallpur but a portion of them had 
to be sent off at once to save Sangla Station from the mob which burnt Chuhar- 
kana, Moman and Dhalmn Singhwala Stations the night before. TPEe n^ws of 
the outrages on the Sah^'^iahdara line caused considerable excitement. The 
hartal was temporarily suspended at Lyallpur, but there was a new crop of 
seditious notices.

L udhiana D isteict.
Ludhiana. — Another hartal, though not complete as most of the shops 

in Wakefield Ganj, a new quarter of the town, remained open. The meeting 
held at the Budha Nala Ghat passed resolutions protesting against the exclusion 
of Gandhi from the Punjab.

M ianwa:li D istrict.
Kundian.—Railway station staff strike ended on arrival of a sinall 

detachment of troops.
R aw alpindi District.

Rawalpindi City. — Seditious pamphlets posted.
SiALKOT D istrict.

5'iâ Arô . —Secret meeting held at the house of a pleader. Anonymous 
notices inciting to violence and extolling the Gujranwala rioters, were posted 
up. Two fish-plates removed from a railway line.

The 17th April 1919.
P erozepore D istrict.

District pi[oclaimed under section 15, Police Act.
—Some seditious posters were found posted in the city and 

being circulated in the neighbourhood.
Gujea t  D istrict.

District proclaimed under section 15 of the Police Act.
Jalalpur Jirttaw. — Shops began to reopen.
Malakwal.—Troops arrived.

Gujranwala D istrict.

Gujranicala,—Seditious Meetings Act proclaimed.
Guedaspur D istrict.

District proclaimed under section 15 of Police Act.
G«rda«j7Mr.—Telegraph wires between Chhina and Dhariwal c u t ; canal 

telegraph wires between Kalar Xalan and Konjur cut; l.SOO feet of wire 
removed. Canal wire at Gharjikot cut, 200 feet of wire removed.
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G u b g a o n  D i s t h i c t . 17th April

Gwr^aow.—District proclaimed under section 15, Police Act.
J h e l it m ; D i s t e i c t .

District proclaimed under section 15 of the Police Act.
Chakwal.—Proposed hartal and protest meeting abandoned owing to 

intervention of the authorities.
jTTLLTrNDTJR DISTRICT.

B ir Find and Litran near AbAodar. —Telegraph wires cut at these two 
places. "

Jnllundur.—District declared under section 15 of the Police Act. Village 
guards posted on railway lines and Zaildars and other leading men made 
special constables for patrolling.

^  L a h o r e  D i s t r i c t .

> An attempt made to derail trains between these 
) two stations. ....

Wires cut between..

Jallo
3arbansjmra
Changa Manga and Pattoki.—Kailway telegraph wire cut between..
Ohariala )
P atti j
KofSur.—Arrests continued.
Lahore.—Martial Law Orders issued for shops to open but they had 

begun to open before the orders were distributed. Unrest began to subside. 
B ^ h a b i mosque closed to public.

M u l t a n  D i s t r i c t ..

Mvltan City.—Subscriptions being collected to finance agitation. District 
declared under Seditious Meetings Act.

L t a l l p u r  D i s t r i c t .

Lyallpar Seditious Meeting Act proclaimed. More troops arrived
in Lyallpur. The hartal was resumed in the city. A stack of 24^000- maunds 
hhusa belonging to Government, worth Rs. 50d)Q0 was burnt.

Lyallpur District.—A seditious meeting was held in Khiala Xalan to  
which emissaries from neighbouring villages colonized by Manjha Jat Sikhs 
from Amritsar were called. The meeting was also attended by representatives 
from Lyallpur City. Plans for looting and burning,QtjSowrnment buildings, 
etc., at Lyallpur were discussed.^

Gatti.—A party from Lyallpur proceeded to Jhumra and though 
they failed to gain ^herents in the town, they returned to Lyallpur by 
road, breaking telegraph insulators and cutting telegraph wires near Gatti 
en route.

A fifiaSiJwr.—Telegraph wires cut and posts uprooted near Abbaspur
Station.

M i a n w a x i  D i s t r i c t .

Daud Khel Bailtcay Station.—Telegraph wires cut on the Jine towards 
Massan. A strike-leader arrested. —

L u d h i a n a  D i s t r i c t .

Ludhiana.—District proclaimed under section 15, Police Act.
Samrala.—Hartal observed.

R a w a l p i n d i  D i s t r i c t .

Bcttcalpindi.—District proclaimed under section 15 of Police Act, 1861. 

Gujar Khan.—Telegraphic lines interrupted.
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mAptoto 
18A J«flL

E ohtak Di ^tbict.

&

Rohtah.—District proclaimed under section 15* Police Act. Leaders 
of Hindu-Muhammadan Committee warned by Deputy Commissioner.

Shahptir Distbict.

Bhera.—Attempts made by students to hold unity meeting in mosque 
Prominent Hubammadans refused to allow it.

SiAiiKOT Distbict.
District proclaimed under section 15 of the Police Act.
Sialkot.—A. feeble and abortive attempt to jQity Post Office was

made by some bad characters and boys. ’

+

4

The 18th April 1919. •

(Mr. Gandhi advises the suspension of civil disobedience.)
F ebozepobe D istbict.

An iron gradient.,,|>Qatv..j8Ea3 placed on t he j ia e  between Makhu and 
Butcwala Railway Stations.

Gjfjbanwala D istbict.

AulaTth.~^h& Assistant Superintendent of Police with a party of British 
soldiers and police, arrested all those concerned in the burning of the Patwari’s 
records two days previously.

Gubdaspub District.
Chwhan. -^ anal wire cut.
Chhina 
Bharitcal
Chhina ) -yyjj.gg between these places.

H oshiaepub D istrict.

JJna.—An unsuccessful attempt was made to hold hartal here. 

JULLUNDITB DiSTEICT.

Susainabai {near Nahoiar). —Wire, cut.
Sidhwan Flag Station {near iVh.toiar).—Burned down, but 

if this due to outside agency. "t * ' ‘ -----
K arnal D ist r ic t .

doubtful

Panipat.—Considerable excitement prevailed owing to Delhi intrigues.

Fatehpur {near P u ndri).~A  meeting was held at which a speaker 
addressed the people advising them to follow Gandhi’s footsteps.

Kaithal.—Observance of hartal, during which a mob of about 100, 
mostly Hindu and Muhammadan boys visited the railway station, and after 
failing to induce the staff to strike, smashed a few lamps and window panes.

Karnal.—A bpdy of cavalry arrived from Meerut, followed the next day 
by a detachment of infantry. The cavalry after marching through Kaithal 
and Panipat returned to Ambala.

Ladvoa.—^Visited by an unknown Muhammadan, bare-footed and bare
headed, who convened a meeting of Hindus and Muhammadans, whom he 
informed that the people of Delhi had given up cow-killing and urged them 
to follow Delhi’s example and promote Hindu-Muslim unity. He also told 
his audience tl^at the Delhi people had vowed to remain bare-headed and 
bare-footed till Gandhi was set at liberty.

P m dri.-^A n  unsuccessful attempt at hartal.

%  ic>
V'7

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



132

L ahore D istrict.
Lahore City.—^Majority of shops opened by .Martial Law order. Students 

of Sanatan Dharm College arrested for tearing down Martial Law notices. 
Martial Law tribunals appointed.

L tallpur D istrict.
Lyallpur.—On the receipt of report of danger at Moman Kanjan Station 

it  was visited by an armoured train. The hartal finally collapsed at Lyallpur. 
A gang of villagers from Chak 150, Gugera Branch, a village colonized by 
Manjha Jat Sikh colonists, came out at night and tried tq_ wreck the line 
between Toba Tek Singh and Janiwala; overturning tejegraph poles' and cutting 
w'iriiT' MosT of these were traced by the police next morning, an3 induced to 
surrender.

18th AptO to 
19th April.

Gatti 
Chak Jhumra . M Insulator broken between.

M ultak D istrict.
Multan. — The application of the Seditious Meetings Act to the district 

was proclaimed.
E ohtak D istrict.

Sonepat.—Wass meeting fixed fo^this date was abandoned owing to the 
action taken to warn leaders.

P atiala State.

Rom u .—Wises cut between this and Shahgarh.
Shahptjr D istrict.

Sargodha.—A fire which did some dafnage occurred on the Railway 
platform, but was probably not due to ineendiarisru.

SiALKOT D istrict.

Regowala.—Telegraph wires cut.

The 19th AprU 1919.
A mbala D istrict.

Ambala Cantonments.—Store burnt in the regimental lines Depot, l/34th  
Sikh Pioneers. ----------

Gujranwala District.

Muridke.—Wire cut.
GrjRAT D istrict.

Oujrat.—Martial Law proclaimed in the district.
Gurdaspur D istrict.

Lalhousie Road.—13 miles from Pathankot wires cut and post broken. 
H oshiarptjr D istrict.

.Hbsftiary«/r. —Meeting held to promote HinduMuhammadan unity.
L ahore D istrict.

Kasur. —40 more arrests made.

Valtoha "> 3qq stolen between.
Manihala... )

i -

-1

L tallpur D istrict.
Lyallpur.—The movable column arrived in Lyallpur.

" r o Z ie k  Singh }  spots between
these places ; insulator broken ; posts uprooted.
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I'Sth April (0 
l i f t  Apri.

+

B awaxpindi D istrict.
Rawalpindi Cantonments.—Notices posted and fire occurred in ^oods shed 

but origin of this doubtful.
Shahpitb D istrict.

Sargodha.—A fire at Railway Station  ̂ origin doubtful,

SiAiiKOT D istrict.

Sialkot,—Wires cut between Sialkot and Wazirabad.

t

*+

The 20th April 1919.

Gurgaon D istrict.

BiwGM.—Visited by Surendra. Nath, from Delhi, subsequently convicted 
under the Defence of India Act.

K angra District.

Ckaleki Bridge.—Te^graph wires cut on the Pathankot-Nurpur road.

L ahore D istrict.

Lahore.—Several prominent rioters were arrested and Martial La\y orders 
for surrender of arms issued.

Kasur. — Arrests continued.
L yallptjr D istrict.

— Punitive measures and arrests were begun by the Deputy 
Commissioner with the help of the moveable column, and the situation begaa 
to improve rapidly.

Shahphr District.

Seditious notices posted in bazaars and anonynjous letters 
were received threatening loyal Indians.

E ohtak D istrict.

Bohtak.—Canal wire cut near Jat High School.

t

The 21st A piil 1919.
G urdaspijr D istrict.

District proclaimed under section 15 of the Police Act.
Gurdaspttr.—General Officer Commanding, Amritsar, and his moveable 

column arrived in the forenoon and in the afternoon, General Dyer addressed a 
meeting of pleaders and local notables in the Town Hall.

^ a d fw ^ r  1 Wires cut and insulators broken between these places.

H issar District.
I

Sirsa.—Tvro iaflammatory manuscript notices were-discovered posted at 
Sirsa. They were possibly the work of an outsider.

H oshiaepub  D istrict.

District proclaimed under section 16 of the Police Act.

Bastiya. -  The railway telegraph wire was_cnt near this place (author, 
ship untraced). *—
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JuLLUNDUR District.
^hillaur.—A Bengali Sadhu was arrested preaching Sedition.

lines cut.

K aknal D istrict.
Panipat.—Alleged pressure from Delhi on merchants to liquidate all 

debt in cash.
L yalltur District.

District proclaimed under section 15 of the Police Act.
Jjffallptir,—Deputy Commissioner with part of moveable column paid a 

disciplinary visit to Gojra and made arrests.
Seditious Meetings Act proclaimed.
The Districts of Attock, Gurgaon, Jullundur, Karnal, Ludhiana, .• Mian- 

wali, Montgomery, Multan, Rawalpindi, Rohtak and Shahpur proclaimed 
■under section 15 of the Police Act.

21st April to 
22nd April.

The 22nd April 1919.
A mbala D istrict.

Amhala Cantonment.—Office of Depot l/34th Sikh Pioneers burnt.
Attock D istrict.

Campbellpur.—Seditious handbills posted up.
Gurdaspur D istrict.

Batata.—^Visited by the moveable column under General Dyer, who 
addressed two meetings (town and country separately).

Bharitcal.—Visited by the moveable column under General Dyer, who 
addressed a meeting of pleaders and local notables.

~  H issar D istrict.

Hissar.—A meeting of Muhammadans to denounce Satyagraha. 
J ullundur D istrict.

£

"1Shankar 
Nakodar 
Bilga 
Jandiala 
Bundala 
Pbillaur . . . }

A small flying column visited these places.

L yallpur D istrict.

Were visited by aeroplane as a demonstration.

Lyallpur.— T̂he moveable column moved through Lyallpur City. Ten 
arrests were made including that of a well-known agitator and three ple^ers.

R ohtak D istrict.

Bohtak 
Satnpla 
Bahadtirgarh 
Sonepat |
Ganaur ... j

P atiala Statk.

Bhatinda.—Attempt to cut telegraph wire near Bhatinda.
M ultan District.

Khanewal.—Telegraph line interrupted between Khanewal and Multan.

4I
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Simla D isteict.
to 27th

Simla City. —Keported e5ort3 by people from Delhi to cause butcher
strike.

The 23rd April 1919.
L yallpijb D isteict.

Lyallpur.—Deputy Commissioner with part of the moveable column 
visited Khiala Kq̂ lan, where meetings had been held, and a conspiracy to loot 
Lyallpur treasury had been formed. Thirteen arrests were made in this and 
five other neighbouring Manjha Jat Sikh colonist villages.

Montgomeey D isteict.
M o n t g o m e r y station master arrested for trying to persuade- 

gangmen to damage line.

The 24th April 1919.
H issab D istbicx.

Stssar.—A mass meeting of Muhammadans in the Jama mosque tot 
aflBrm loyalty and to denounce Satyagraha.

L yallpue D isteict.

Lyallpur. —Martial Law was proclaimed in the district a t 10 A.M., &■  
parade being held for this purpose at headquarters. Moveable column visited 
Jehangir, a village where canal telegraph wires had been cut, and made 5 arrests.

R ohtak D isteIct.
I

Signs of resistance to regulations regarding patrolling shown
by Arya villages.

The 25th April 1919;
Guedasphe D isteict.

Alivcal.—Canal wire cut, 900 feet of  wire removed.
H issae D isteict.

Missar.—A joint Hindu-Muhammadan manifesto issued, expressing' 
loyalty, and indignation at violence used by mobs elsewhere.

K angea D isteict.

Kangra.—Appearance of anti-kine killing snowball letters;
L yallpue D isteict.

Lyallpur.—Moveable column visited Toba Tek Singh and Chak loO, 
Gugera Branch. The missing members of a gang which had cut telegraph 
wires and tried to wreck the railway line between Janiwala and Toba Tek Singh, 
were arrested.

The 23th April 1919.
H issae D isteict. \

Hiiwar.—General meeting of rural notables of the Hissar District, pre
sided over by the Deputy Commissioner to consider measures to deal with the  
situation.*

The 27th April 1919.
H issae D isteict.

Ha/nsi.—A  loyal Muhammadan meeting.
(Jirsa.—Loyal Muhammadan meeting in the Jama Masjid. Manifestos 

issued and committees formed for oral propaganda work in the villages.

\ 0 . 0
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L yallptjb District.

, Lyallpur.—Moveable column with Deputy Commissioner, visited Sohal
village and made some arrests,

E ohtak D istrict.;

Bahadurgarh.~Ms^s meeting fixed for this date abandoned owing to 
warning issued to leaders.

K a r n a l  D istrict.

Parayjaf,—Meeting to prevent disorder and mischief ^  result of Rowlatt 
Act agitation.

27Mi April 
to 1st Msf.

The 28th April 1919.

Gurgaqn District,

Sodal.—A loyal meeting was held.
M ultan District.

Multan Cantonments. — Case of incendiarism in office pr 2nd/72nd Punj
abis (originl doubtful).

E ohtak D istrict,

Mohtak.—Arrest under the Defence of India Rules of Tek Ram, Jat, a 
man of violent character and a likely leader of a Jat mob.

The 29th April 1919.

H issar District.

Pawst.—Loyal Hindu-Muha.mmadan meeting, and also meeting of the 
local Hindu Pattidars.

Mangala.—Muhammadan meeting to refute false remours and issue 
loyal manifesto.

R awalpindi District.

Bduialpindi Anonymous seditious poster placed on the gates of
the municipal gardens.

Mawaljnndi Cantonments.—Anonymous seditious poster placed in the 
Gwal Mandi.

The 30th April 1919.

Gurgaqn District.

Pahcal.—A resolution of loyalty was passed by the municipality, many 
of whose members had taken part in Satyagraha meetings.

H issar D istrict.

Sirsa.—Hindus passed resolution of loyalty and issued manifesto.
Multan D istrict.

Multan City.—The municipal committee waited on the Commissioner, and 
in the presence of civil and military officers, Honorary Magistrates and Raises, 
expressed regret at the excitement which had prevailed, reported that there was 
no ground for apprehending further disturbance, and asked that the troops 
should be withdrawn from the Government High School, where they had been 
posted since the 11th. Troops were accordingly withdrawn from the city.

The 1st May 1919.

L yALLPUR District.

Lyallpur,—Moveable column departed for the Gujranwala District
J helum District.

Jhelum.—Seditious poster found.

/q;
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The 2nd Hay 1919,
Bahawalfuk State.

Telegraph wire cut between Minchinabad and Macleddganj.
GuEn^saPUE P isteict,

Gardo/'^ar, —Nine persons arrested under the Defeixce of Indi^' Act for 
attempting to create disaiSection'towards the Govenmmt.

The 3rd May 1919.
V
H issae Distbict.

Bhiveani.—Loyal manifesto issued by members of extreme party.
M ultan D istbict.

Village guards (introduced to protect the railway' pepmanent 
way) were discontinued,

The 4th May 1919.
R aw alpindi D isteict.

vSiAflia.—Shot said to have been fired at a train; found to be a case of 
stone throwing. >■

The 6th May 1919.  ̂ ,d

News published of out-break of war with Afghanistan.

The 9th May 1919.

Attock D istbict.

Ca»»pJcWy>Mr.—An attempt (origin unknown) was madejip bum the Ideal 
High School, ' - "

The 22nd May 1919.
H oshiaepub D isteict.

Pa»dor». —Ganda Singh, a revolutionery returned emigrant, arrested.

The 28th May 1919.

Martial Law withdrawn from rural areas of Lahore, Amritsar, Gujranwala 
and from whole of Gujrat, excepting all railway lands.

The 9th June 1919.
Martial Law withdrawn with effect from midnight from Lyallpur Dis

trict, the remaining areas of Amritsar and Gujrauwala, and from Kasur 
Municipality, excepting railway lands in each case.

The 11th June 1919.
Martial Law withdrawn with effect from midnight from Lahore ■ Civil 

Area and Cantonments, excepting railway*lands.

The 25th August 1919.

Martial Law withdrawn with effect from this date from all railway lands 
in the districts of Iiahore, Amritsar, Ghijranwala* Lyallpur and Gujrat-

lU CS—210—11-10-19—SdPP Sima Bmach.
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ẑ -
^ u -
5 ^ v -  ■-
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