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SECRET.
NOTES-

POLITICAL—A., APRIL 1921. 
Nos. 319—321.

HUNGER STRIKE OF ONE BHAGWANDIN IN  THE SEONI JA IL WHO WAS SENTENC
ED TO 18 MONTHS’ IMPRISONMENT FOR A SEDITIOUS SPEECH.

Telegram from the Gotermhent o f  the Central P rotinoes, dated the 3rd April 1921. Pro. no. 310.
For information. The Central Provinces Government ask for instmctions as to  the mode

of treatm ent of prisoners th a t ffo on hunger strike, o , ngns , noa. . Mahbub Shah* will, however, be
remembered. This man to start with went on hunger strike for about five days and in view of the 
trouble he caused, the Bombay Government enquired whether he should be forcibly fed or allowed 
to  die of inanition. In  accordance with the policy adopted in Bengal and accepted by the 
Government of India, th a t Government was instructed to continue forcible feeding and apparently 
the same coarse should be pursued in this case,nf and when, Bhagwandin goes on hunger strike.

J .  McD.,—1-4-21. ,
The course proposed by the Inspector-General of Prisons is, I  think, the best. As far as I 

recollect, P ir Mahbub Shah recanted, and the Bengal prisoners very soon desisted from hunger'
Btriking. We need simply reply th a t the course proposed by the Inspector General in th k  .
instance is approved. There is no need or occasion to  wire genei^  orders. \

^ ^  C. W. Gwtnnb,—4-4-21.
Submitted for His ExceUency’s consideratioa.
The Hon’bleHoIneMefnber to  whom I  have spoken, consideiB th a t the course proposed by 

th e  Inspector General of Prisons of the Central Provinces should be approved. If His Excel-\ 
kn cy  approves, the Central Provinces Government m aybe informed accordingly.

S. P. f b  O N N EIL,- -4-4-21.
Private Seoetaiy to  GovenuH-GenetaL

Yes.
R[eadino],—13-4-21.

I

T n E G R A M  FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF THE CENTRAL I^ O y iN C E S , DATED THE 14TH A f RIL 1921. P lO . nO. 320.
1. We are now informed th a t Bhagwandin has refused food and water for two days and fhat 

i t  is likely he will die if he ccmtinues on hunger s trike ; still no concession is recommended. The 
papers about H r  Mabbnb Shab of Hyderabad of last year are pu t up. Please see spedMly the

PoBticrf A. Aneust 192a nos. 431-49. , telegram from the Bombay Govemipent, dated the ̂ , ngns \ August 1920. Of the four altmnatives recom
mended in tlds case, release was considered out of the question as this wonld be absolotely fatal to 
anthorily if prisoners accused n n d »  tiis ordinary law were permitted to  extort this concesskm by 
means of a  hunger strike. This case was taken in Council when i t  was decided to  resort to  foiciU^ 
feeding till i t  was declared dangerous by the medical adviser. The Seramtaiy State was 
informed aifd approved of the pcdiiy adopted.

- *  '  *  ,2. A sH bn’U eM m aberisin  LahorBas also His Excellency, we may repeat this td egrara to
him -and ask for instxnctions. D i ^  snbnutted. (Bhagwandin’s carc was nkntioned in  the

last weddy td^rano .) The Amrita Bazar PatrUtif
states th a t be has been on hm ^er strike rince

31st March which is appam ntlj incorrect /
Vide K.W.

i .  McD.,—154-21.
Issoe the draft to  Hon’ble Member.

C. W. OwrHNE,—15-4-2L
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s
Telegram no. 654, dated the 15th Appl 1921.

From—The Secretary to  the (xOTemment of India, Home Dq>artment,
To—The Home Member, Lahore.

(Repeated to Viceroy’aCatof),)
^Clear the line.—The file containing the telegram from the Glovei^ment of the Central 

Provinces, dated the 3rd April, regarding the hunger strike of Bhagwandin was sent to  the 
Private Secretary to the Viceroy' from Delhi on the 5th instant for approval of the soggestioa 
th a t forcible feeding of the prisoner who refuses jail diet, shonM be resorted to. The local Gov-< 

^(^EQment just report he has refused food and water for two days and th a t he is likely to  die unless 
his request to be supplied with food from outside is granted. The Inspector General of Prisons 
recommends no concession. Local Government ask for instructions. I  suggest th a t no con
cessions be allowed and th a t prisoner, if necessary, should be forcibly fed unless and until it 
is declared dangerous by the medical authorities. Please wire orders.

Telegram dated I^ahore, the 16th April 1921.
From—The Private Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy,
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depiartment, Simla.

Clear (he line.—T ourclearlineof 15th April to  Home Member. Bhagwandin. Please wire 
if file since received.

P to. so* S21«

The draft telegram below may now issue.
J .  McD.,—16-4-21.
Issue telegram to the Central Provinces.
2. Issue draft below to the Private Secretary to  His EzccBency the  Vicei;(^-

C. W. GwruBTE,—16-4-21.
Tbleokah to thx Govxbnhent of the Central Provinces, *no. 662, dated the 16tb Apb il

1921.

T el^ram  no. 663, dated the 16th April 1921.
From—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Deparbnent,
To—^The PriyaMSbcretaiy to His Excellency the Viceroy, Viceroy’s Camp.

Clear the line.—Your clear line telegram. Bhagwandin file just received and tcdegraml 
to  Central Provinces.
Ex. by—E.C.M. ’
878Bi)
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PBOOEESINOS o r  THE
HOME DEPARTMENT, APRIL 1921.

Hanger strike of Bhagwendln. [Pro. nos. 81ft—3S1.

HOMGEB STRIKE OF ONE BHAGWANDIN IN THE SEONI JAIL WHO WAS SENTENCED TO 
18 MONTHS’ IMPRISONMENT FOR A SEDITIOU^ SPEECH.

Telegram P., dated the 3rd April 1921. Fro. no. 819,
From—The Chief Secretary to the Government of the Central Provinces,
To—The Secretary to  the Government of India, Home Department.

Bhagwandin, the favourite disciple of Gandhi and on whom he confen«i title of Mahatma, has been sentenced to eighteen months’ imprisonment on charge of 
sedition. He pleaded not guilty and refund to defend himself. He refused to take food unless he was permitted to obtain it from outside the jail. I t is reported that he observed a himger strike in JuUundur in 1920. The Inspector General of Prisons piopos^  providing him with sp^ial diet sufficient for his health but to refuse his request to get his n>od from outside. If necessary, he will have him forcibly fed by stomachic tube. As general orders have not yet issued for treatment this class of n 
ofienderl, ocal Government desire to receive instructions from Government of India.

Tdegiam P., dated the 14th Apnl 1921.
From—^The Chief Secretary to the Gfovemment of the Central Provinces,
To—The Secretary to  the Government of India, Home Department.

Please refer to my telegram* of the 3rd April r^arding Bhagwandin. He has 
•Above. refused food and water for two days andis likely to die unless supplied with non- Govemment food from outside. Inspector-General of Prisons reconomends no concession. Please tel^raph instmctions.

Pro. no. 330.

T d ^ ra m  no. 662, dated Simla, the 16th April 1921. Fro. no. 331.
• s r

From—^The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department,
To—^The Chief Secretary to  the  Government of the Central Provinces, Nagpur.

d ea r line.—Correspondence ending your telegram 14th instant.. Govern
ment of India agree to course proposed by Inspector-General Fnsons for treatment 
of Bhagwandin.
Exd. by—K.C.M.

TnaHD
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