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All commanications to 
Government shoald give 
the Number, Date, and 
Subject of any previoat 
Corretpondenee, and be 
addressed to the Secre
tary of. the Department 
concerned.

r'

From

No.

P o lit ic k  DEPARTMENT.

P olitica l BRANCH, 

ffon. Mr. S. V. Levinge. I.G .3.,

Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengali

T o *nie Secretary to the
Government of India

HDine Department.

Confidential.

S i r ,

6th. October 19I0.
'To

IVuv- 0ej

(V__
) 1  - q

I am directed to submit for the information of 

the Govt, of India the following report regarding the pro
ceedings of the "Bengal Provincial Conference” ^ ic h  was 
held in Calcutta on the 17th. and 18th. September 1910.

2. The Conference meets annually, ând i t s  object

is  to discuss matters of Provincial interest as d istin ct  

from questions that a ffect a l l  India. On a reference to 

Sir Charles A llen’s le tte r  lt).1889.P.D., dated the 30th. 

Septanber 1909, i t  w ill be seen that the Conference ^ ic h  

was held la s t  year at Hoof îly dissolved without fixing a 

place or date for this year’s session. I t was not t i l l  

early in September that a small party of leading p o litic ian s, 

presided over by Eabu Surendra Ife,th Banarji, decided to 

hold a conference. A l i s t  of the promoters is  attached. 

Notices were issued/and .arpeals were made to the public to 

attend the Conference and to elect delegates. Some of i 

the promoters also toured in the mafassal, both in this 

Province and in Ehsteni Bengal and Assam. These measures, 

hov/ever, met v/ith very l i t t l e  response, a.nd in particular
chief Secretary's half sheet.
P. S. Press—2-9-1910—612—2,000—H. L. D. V / \
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the so-called elections, in this province at lea st, f e l l  
d is tin c tly  f la t . It may he noted that several persons 

who v/ere described in the nev/spapers as delegates had not 

even been approached in the matter, and that certain resi

dents o f Calcutta posed as delagates from the mafassal 

d istr ic ts  with v/hich thqy were connected although they 
had not as a matter of fact either sought or obtained 

election . A reception Cormiittee was foimed, a l i s t  of 

the members of ^ic3i was published in the '’Bengalee"

(copy enclosed). Ihe l i s t  contained a ll  the most promin 

ent names of both the moderate and extreme parties, and 

is  open to considerable suspicion.

3. ’Sie proceeding of the f ir s t  day comnenced 
with the singing of "Bande Rlataram", after vhich I^i 
Jatiridra I^th Bay Chov^hury, zamindar of Ibki, President 

of the Reception Corrmittee delivered an address, in v;ftich 

v/hile comdemning the doin^ of the anarchist party, he 

cr itic ised  the restrictions imposed upon the press and' 

platfom . The Hbn’ble Mr. Bhupendra Ifeth Bose proposed 

the election  of Babu Aribica Charan Mazindar as President 

and was supported by Mr. A. Basul and others. The 

President then delivered a long oration in vhich he painte 

in sombre colours the present cjidition of the country. 
Miile repudiating anarchism^he devoted himself largely

to attacking the measures adopted to repress i t .  He 

also touched upon the subject of the bo^/cott and i t  is  

reported that this was the one portion of the speech i 

which succeeded in arousing the enthusiasm of the audienci

4. The second day's, s it t in g  devoted to the ’ 

passing of resolutions. Proceedings comnenced with
J

the singing of "Anar Desh". The f ir s t  four resolutions 

v/ere put from the chair and carried unanimously. The 

others were moved by various delegates. In bringing ^  
forward the 9th. Resolution against the oeditious Meetir 
and Press Acts, Babu Bechu Bam Labiri of T^dia indulged-
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3.
in an attack on the G. I . D. lAhidi vras greeted with ap

plause. B^u Gispati Bay Kahyathirtha, moved the  ̂

10th. Resolution in condemnation of house searcies, aroused< 

great enthusiasm with'an impassioned speech in Bengali.  ̂
In seconding the 13th. Resolution, protesting against the 

Rules and Regulations under the Refoim Scheme, Bahu Jatindra 

Banarji adopted an oh;5ectionahle tone, alleging that 
the scheme had hroi:ght to the countly dissension and dis

union. In opening he attonpted to traverse the WDrding 
of the Resolution, v^ich e^^ressed appreciation of the 

efforts of Govemnent to associate the people more largely  

in the administration, and for this he was effective ly  

called to order hy the Chaiiman. The proceedings were
hrou^t to a close hy Bahu Surendra I&th Banar^i i^o devoted 

mainly
him self/to the necessity  for keeping alive the agitation
against the Partition.

5. Copies are enclosed of the Resolutions and of

Speech of Rai ^ tindra Ifeth Rai Chaudhuri. ) the principal speeches

i-
M
f»

11

11

11

Ifon*hle Mr. Bhupendra Ifeth Bose. 
Bahu Amhika Charan Mazumdar. 
Bahu Gispati Ray Kabyathirtha. 
Bahu Jatindra Lai Bamrji.
Bahu Surendra Ifeth Banarji.

as noted in the margin. 
6. The Conference 

aroused l i t t l e  enthu
siasm. The attend
ance vjas not large;

on the f ir s t  day not more than 1,500 ;were present, and on 

the seconcythe nunhers dropped to 700. The tone of the 

speeches was free from objection, with some exceptions, 
the principal of vhich are indicated above, and the Resolu

tions were moderate. The proceedings were more orderly 

than those of la s t  year, amd Sir aiword Baker infers from 

th is that the leaders had the fear of Government and of 

the present law before their eyes.

I have the honour to be.
Sir,

Your mcst obedient Servant,

r r 6
dhief Secretary to the Government of Beng^. j
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■ UNITED BENGAL PaOVINGlAl 
CONFE^ENOE.

Having regard to tha exceptional 
state o£ things, we, the undersigned, 
think it advisable th»t the United 
Bengal Provincial Conference should 
be held this year in Calcutta on Sa
turday and Sunday, the 17th and 
the 18th of September next. We 
appeal to the associations and public 
bodies in all districts in United 
Bengal to elect de'legit-s to the 
Conference.

Peary Mohsm Mnliherji 
Buktmthanath Sen ( SerliaTapar)
A '̂aada Ohsndrs Say (Bacoa)
Motiial Ohote.
Snteadranath Bacerjea 
Bhupandra Nash Baaa 
Aew ni Komar Datri 
Krishna Kumar liitta r 
Yot’ndranath Boy Ohowdhnry 
Ambioa Charan Majumdar fPsiidpur) 
Anath Sandhu Gtuha (fiSymenaing
Kiahoii M. Ohaudhtui (Eajihahi) 
Hadhaoharaa Pal 
Ka’ipada Ohoae (Banchi)
A. Eamt
B. Ohakravarti
3. :lh08hal
Jogo idrauath Bose (Ohaadejnagore ) 
NiiVitan 3arcar 
At K. Ghi.z.9hTi 
A, Ohaudhcri 
Jogen.'.rauath MuVherji 
Upandra Neth Baa 
Batyauauda gose 
Prithwis Chandra Hay 
^.amanauda Chapter ji .
Dedat Bux
Pramatha tfath Banorjee 
Jogenira Ohandra Ohakravarti > (Dinaj- 
Lalib Oh. Ben j  pois)
Nabin Oh. Bacerjea (Birbhuin)

Bishuupad* (Jhatterjaa (Hoogbly)
J  Chaudhntl 
D. N. Mnkerjea
Peary Sankor Da* Gupta (Bogra)

UNITED BENGAL PROVINCIAL 
CONFERENCE.

The Bengnl Provincial Conference 
will he held in Calcutta oa the 17th 
and ISth of Seotember n°xt. All 
political Associations and public bodies 
are earnestly requested to elect dele. 
Sates at ouc« ,i.id Knud the names of 
,tho dice led delegates to ■■

^ The S egset.ABIES,
Reception Committee of the Conference. 

dS, Bow Bazar Street.
- zm rn .

B. S. Press—3-9.19CS—9S2F—3,000-Ii. C. E.
7
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(; UNITED BENGAL PRO
VINCIAL CONFERENCE.
The following gentlemen bevn been 

elAoted membere of the Reception Com* 
mittee of the Oonfereooe to be' held in 
Calontti on the I7th and 18th of 8ep> 
tembar next

Raya Tatindranath Chandhnri, Chairman. 
Raja Pyari Mohan Mnkerjee, Dr. Raah 
Behari Qhoah, Babn Moti Ltll Qhoeh, 
Hon, Bhnpendra Nath Baan, Mr. J. 
Ohandhury, Mr A N Chandhnri, Mr 8 
N Chandhnri, Mr T Falit, Mr A RaenI, 
Mr J  Qhoaal, Mr A H Ghaznavi, Mr 
Abnl Kaaim, Hon. Mr Rtdha Charan 
Pa), Mr Ramendra Snndar Trived', Mr 
Satyendra Nath Tagore, Knmar Mamuatha 
Nath Mitter, Mr Eiahori Lall Qoawam', 
Babn Dtva Knmai Roy Chowdhnry, 
Babn Qaeeah Chandra Chnndar, Babn 
Haran Chandra Banerjee, Babn Ritqâ  
nanda Chatterjee, Babn Moni Mohan 
Chatterjie, Babn Jatindra Nath 
Baan, Ur B Chakravarty, Mr 8 R Daea 
( Junior), Ur P Chandhnri, Mr C R - 
Daee, Mr A K Qhoae. Mr P Roy Chan* 
dhnri. Mr 8 A Aeghnr, Mr B M Chatterjee, 
MrB Chatterjee Dr Sndhii Knmar Bose, 
Mr' 8 M Boae, Mr J  N R iy, Mr 
8 C Mnkerjee, Mr 8 E Lahiri, Babn. 
Manoranjan Banerjee, Babn Eedar 
Nath Ohoeb, Babn Narendra Nath Das,.

1 Babn Mnialidbar Boy, Bti Sitanath Boy 
' Bahadoor, Eariraj Bijoyratni Sen, Eariraj 
Nagendra Nath 3en, Eaviraj Up ndra 
Nath Sen, Dr. Nilratan Siroar, Dr. Pran 
Krishna Aoharjee, Dr. R. G. Eatr, Dr* 
Protap Chandra Moznmdar, Dr. Chandra 
Sekhar Kali, Dr. J. N. Ghose, Dr. J. N. 
Moznmdar, Dr, 8. N. Cbandhari, Dr; 
Horidhan Dntt, Dr. AnviitaLal Sinan .Dr* 
8. E. Rose, Dr. 8. B. Mittra, Babn; 
Basanta Enmar Boae, Babn Jogssh Chandra 
Boy, Mahomed Ynsnf Khan Bahadopr  ̂
Bsbn Hemendra Nath Sen, Babn Jogendra . 
Chandra Ghosh, Babn Eieori Lai Siroar, 
Mr. H. Bose, Mr. J. M. Bose, Mr. T. P. 
Mitter, Babn Bares Chandra Bornejpatf, 
Babn  ̂Horendralal Boy, Babn -Annada 
Charan Sen, Mr, Golem Hosmu AriS, 
Dr. Indnmadhab Mnlliek, ^ 1>a 
Lalitmoban Ghosh, Babn Uanindra. 
Nath Bhattaeharjee, Babn Soraihi Charan 
Mitra, Babn Bepin Chandig Mnllfok, 
Babn Bajohandra Chnnder, Uabpined 
lehfak. Prof Jitendra Lai Bmer^e,
9atys| Satan Mitra, Babn BtsekaU

Mr. J  B Sen Babn Akhigr Enmar Dp, Babn 
Amrita Chandra Gboss, Babn GispAti :' 
Eabyatirtha Babn Badrindraprosad Bm , 
Babn Sailendra Nath Mitra, Rii 2Sre^i&
Pal Bahadoor, Babn Bejo^ Ltl f>att,.Bii^ 
Saohindra Nath Mnkerjee. Prof, Barm' 
Chandra Roy ^ b n  f ^ a  Lai Chakravarty, 
Babn Ehetra Nath ^Choeh, Hajee Nnr
Mohomed Jaokeria, Mo^ibar Rahman, Babn 
Snrendra Nath Sen B ra Btojendra Kishore 
Roy Ohowdhnrl, Mr.- R  ̂ C. Bsn, Mr. 8. P*, 
Sen Onpta, Ur. Niai^ ‘ Chandra Saii, MtF 
Gobinda Chandra Da^Boy, Mr. jDasmatht 
Sanyal, Ur, Sirat Chandra Roy i^owdhnr.
Dr, Snndaii Mohan !]UaB,;Bkba,,Snrendm 
Nath Boy. Bsbi Nibaraa ChaiMra Uaketjee 
Babn Abinaah Chandra Gahv 6|h a  Akbil 
Bandn Gnha Babn Binl^m;’ Ohandm
Sen Babn Bhndeb Chandra* Boy
Babn Brojendra Nath ChattiSTjse, B ^n  
Chandra Eanta Ghoeh, Rsh? Dsvendia 
Chandra Un'liok, Babn il^irendra Lai 
Eaatagiri, Babn D'waraki Î N̂ath Ultra, 
Babn Govinda Oh Roy, Bapn^opal Qh Pas, 
Bibn Gnnada Charan Ssh, Imbn' Mara
proead Chatterjse, Babn Hotendra bTanyaa 
Mitter, Babn Jyotipraaad Sarrsidli^ari,
Babn Eriahnapraaad =_ Ssmadhikaii. 
Mohomed HabitnIU, Moboaed Jabe*,
Babn Mnknnda Lai rBby, Babn 
Rajendra Chandra Gnba, Babn. Sarat 
Chandra Boy Chandhnri, Rabn S^endta 
Nath Roy, Babn Sudbendranatb Tagore, 
Babn Snra^ra Nath Gnha, Babn S^rendrir 
Nath Boy Babn'Sarat Chandra Miikerjee>' 
Babn Upendra Narayan sMokharjee,
Babn Raj Chandra Chnndw^ Babn 
Priyanath Seiî  Babn JyoHndra Nath Baan,
Babn Dwijendranath Baan, Mr.' Mohiiii 
Mohan Chatterjee, Mr. Ahinaeh Chandra Dr,
Mr. Dhanin Lai Agar walla, Mr, J. C. Dn*t,
Ur. Manmatha Nath Sen, Babn Narecdra 
Earner Rose, Dr. 8. E. Mnlliok, Babn 
iBejoy Krishna Bose, Mr. R. C, Banerjee,
Babn Snrendra Nath .̂Banerjea, Lieaten|nt 
Colonel U. N. Mnkerjee, Babn Lalib M<£an 
Dae, Babn Narendra Nath Sett,' Babd. 
Naresh Chandra Sen Gnpto, . BibS-A||inen.. 
dra Proead Ohore, Mi S. N. ~ m ldar,
Babn Mnialidhat Roy,., v ' R^n.  
Hemendra Nath Sen, Babn Prs^aRiai4tb 
Banerjee, Babn Satyendra Nath Rose, Rabn 
llatidae Haidar, Monlavi Dedaf Bnkah,
Babn Krishna Knmar Mittra, BabtRamesh 
Chandra Ben, Babn Jogenia I^ th  Mnker. 
jee, Babn Gopi Eriihna E^tdii. Rkhm: 
Pritbwia phandin Roy. Mr B I|.TRoy> R^Rbr.o.: 
Sniendra Ne^bjMaUiek. }  i H
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JMITED BENGAL PROVINCIAL 
TMNFERENCL.

SECOND D iT ’a SITTINO,

Tht Oonfennoe keld its •ea9ad sitLiag at 
11 a. m oa Saodiy. Ta.* oombti of 
viaitnri increased oonaidsrably aad the 
nambar of delegate) tee  to 75. 
What etrnok ue ai a ne« 
'featare was tha pteseDoe of eome Beharee 
young men 'amaofr the vieitors. The 
Hau'ble Mr, Dip Natayan Singh attended 
tile Conferenc.-.

The prooeedioge oammended as nsnal 
with a aoag and tbia tirne tbs s mg waa 
“Amar desb” anng by Baba Raj Samar 
Banerjee.

■wRESOLCTION I.
Lara S ino'Empbros,

Tbs folluivi.g icsulatiju wm pat from 
tba chair tha and carried ananimmsly 
^whola aaaeuiblr rieingia eolemn sileaoe.

That thia Conference places uu record its 
profonad eorrow at tha death of Sing- 
Emperor Eiieard Vil. whose sympathy 
with tha people of India and intersHt in 
their welfare, aa evidenced by Hie graoioaa 
Message to the Price;a and Paople nf 
India on the 50:h anniversary of the 
Proolamation of 1858, will ever be cherish
ed by the people of this ooantrv.

BE30LITT10N II.
Mb. U. 0. Lt0Tt.

The President pat the next resolntion 
also from the ohair which was carried by 
acclamation by ths Conference etsndicg 
in solemn silence.

That this Ojofereoce records its sense 
cf irreparable bss wnich the oonntry has 
s stiined by ths death of Mr. Romseh 
Chnoder Datt, whose great pablio servicss 
and patriolio devotion to the oanse of the 
oonntry will ever remain enshiined in the 
gratetnl memory of hit oountrrmen.

RESOLUnON III.
MbmobiaIi to Lobci Rifok.

The following resolution was also put 
from the ohair whioh was otrned 
«tem  oon. "
, That this Oonferenos expresses its full sym- 
:pathy with the movemnuc which has een 
inangnr>ted for an all-India Memorial to 
the late Lord Ripon, whose memory will 
always be cherished by the people of this 
aonntry for the Iboon of Looal Self- 
Governmentl in India and the general 
liberality of his poliey.

RESOLUTION IV.

OoLdNiAL S elf-G overnment.
Tue Presthent pat the next lesclat'on 

from the ohair whioh rnns:—
That thia Gonference is of opinion 
it the system of Qovernmenc obiaiciug 

a tha self-g /verning British Ooloaies
should be extended to India.

It was carried by aoclamation.

RESOLUTION IV A.

P ost Rajani K anta.
The following resolution was pat from 

the ohair whioh was adapted by 
the Conference siandicg in solemc
lilenoe. That thia Conferenos reooids its 
sense of regret at the untimely death 
of Baba Rajani Santa 8eo, after a protracted 
illcess, who held a high position as a literas^

. nfopoid—*“ ’ -

BESOLUnON VI. 
G otsbnhent O fficere and P opular 

R epreeentativki.
Baba Eishori Mouan Ouauabari, u. a ,B l, 

of Rajahthi moved tha following resolntion ; 
■•That this Conference desires to place on 
reuerd its ippreciation of ths intenti >na of 
Oovernment to prom >te friendly relations 
between the Govsrnmeat officials and the 
Apressntativss of the people with a view to 
their hsrmoaions oo-oparatioa in the in* 
terestsof pablio waif trs and good government 
and the C mferenos eipreiies ths hope that 
prac:ical eSset will be given to these 
intentions.

In doing so, he Bail:«
Yon know thatonths 14th Hatch lait 

a Goverament Ciroular Litter was issued to
Locil Gcvernmmts. It was issnsd from 
ths Secratsrv to the Home Department.
I bslisvs Sir Ht nl l  Stnart was then 
Secretary of the Home Department. S r 
Stoart was for some time Dircotor General, 
if I mistake not. of the Criminal
Investigaioc Department. Hn hal 
oeculiar opportnoities of examining ths 
means at the disposal of Gavernmsnt of 
hnowing the wishes and intentions of the 
people at large. You know that at present 
the Police Department praotioally snpplied 
the neoessary information. At the
0 itset I might say that there may be some 
misconeeption as to oar expressing this to 
Governmentlfor the Circular Litter, which 
speaks of cambating the sitnatioc. Bat if 
yon read oarefnlly I metn Paras: 6 and 11 
you will sea that it generally ennooiates the 
policy whioh they gave to the District of- 
fliials, speoisMy to touring oSesrs and Divi
sional Commissioners as well. We are grate
ful to Government in both ways. In the 
Circular Letter it distinctly speaks of the 
nature of tha seditions movement. It 
admits that it wis from ths nuinformed- 
and Iras-acqaainted with ths wothings 
of Goverameut that ths feeling generally 
emanated and the policy was enanciated 
that Distriot Officers and responsible 
Government offioets shonld take speoial 
oare not to coma to any hasty oonolnsioa and 
shonld be thoroughly aoqiainted with the 
views of the people and should at first try 
to eradioate the eVil, to remove the misoju- 
oepticn; and to demonstrate ths good 
inten'ians of Government to the people in 
general so that there may not bs any mis- 
oonoeption and that there may not be any 
seditions movement at all. The prosperity 
of a nation depends upon pesos sod 
onntentment of ths people, and it is 
neoessary that the peace shonld be main
tained, and, at the same time, 
it is neieiBary that Exocnt va offioets • 
or the offioers specially entrnsted with th ' 
dnties nf maintaining peace and order shoal" 
not come to hasty oonelnsion or shouT̂  
not take hard measurea withont resorting to 
less or other ooooiliatory masnres at first.
As I said before, that in both ways we aie 
gratefnl to Gavernmsot. The first thing is 
that the present modes of snpplyiag informa
tion are defeotive, and the responsible beads 
of Government shonld not aooopt them, and 
another thing is that here is a partial 
riHjoijnition of the prinoipla that w» have 
Os. ii oil along advocating on the Congr^aJJy
1 ’''•tforms that j ha—G/*-

■■7 of protest ogalnit p^paft' meMiret 
Iho eiienmetanoM were eomewhat 
ACerent in those days whioh I  oonll 
m I  "Pre-terroristio daye,’’ bat after the
taRoriem has began the sitnation is 
dunged. Now the avalacohe of ths Govern* 
■snt wrnth threatens to make a olenn 
■WMp of all onr national ac'ivi-iee 
‘All onr pablio movements are nrdet 
Mpionage and onr very nationsl life 
b  threatened, Now I see no other 
way save and exoept eo-op*ration 
with the anthor.tiM, Evrrything, passive 
re iitanos, the b 'yeott and tiia bomb 
— everything has failed and the triampb 
of the antooraoy has been oomplna. 
Our hoyoott movement has been bombed 
by the tennnete. I see w* have no —ops 
for hoyoott or passive resistanos any more.
I bri eve in Extremism if passive resistines 
be extremism, bat I do not believe that we 
cau pursns the boyodto' passive resistanoe 
anymore after the iatrodne'inn 
and aft r these po'itioal orimeshave taksn—> 
plaos. Onr conutry is now passing tbrongh a 
state of transition, and^onr l-aders shonld 
now oo-operate with 'he rnlersat least in snoial 
fnaotions, then the curb of transition will no 
donbt be shortened. Nothing ah luld bs done 
now to widen tha gnlf that exist i between 
tha Governmeot and the pspole. Everything 
will now be misnnd rstood, V it ths time 
being we eua'l bavs to overlook tha smal. 
ahortoiming of the Government and oo- 
opsrate with them; and to make all our 
sooial and moral foroes ral'y ronnd tba 
rVoverntmsnt in order to m<ks political 
crimra a thing of t"ia past.

The res ilution was carried nem cen.
RB80LDT10N VII.

Partition of BiNaiL,
Mr. A. Bunl proposed tha following res i' 

lotion
That this Conferenos strongly nrgss npaa 

the Government to rnvsrse tha Partition
of Bengal or to modify it in snob
a manner as to pi toe the entire
Bengalse-spaaking oommnnity under one 
and tne.sams administrati'in. The Confer'
enos cannot aoospt the Partition of Bang) 
as a settled fast and nrges tha people to 
oontinue the agitation against iS

In doing he delivered the following 
epesoh which was applauded every new and 
then and prodneed an exoeilsnt eSeot npon. 
he andienoe. Mr Rssnl said : —

Mr. Cca nan, and Brother Delegatee 
—I have bi i oal ed npon to move this resc- 
Intion, bu' at is theia to say abont the 
pertition I think every thing that o»n be 
said has be-- i aid about ths partition. Still 
I snppose w! mast say something- We 
know that our Secretary of Stets Lord Hor- 
ley, has said : bat it is a settled fact. 
This morning we saw the “Statesman." 
said that it wae a dead ie-ne. If it is dead,
T enppose nothing m ire oan be said. Ido 
no think, howsvsr that i: is dead, on tha 
contrary it is vary m loh alive. I do n t 
kn iw wiiethiir any repirtsr of the “States
man" is preiant here. 1 sh mid like him 
to be hare Yes, tha “g atrsman" oan 
oertainly afford to aay it is deni beoanse 
all sense cf gratirnde, at far as 
ths “Statssman” is conoernel is dead.
I will not say anything mote. Gentle
men, yon know all about the 'States- 
min (a voice Frienl of India), yss, a 
veritable frisnd ind.td, howit w.xa nurtnred 
bv tha Indians, hut now it has beaten the 
Englishman hollow as an official paper cap* 
porting the Governmant I will nit say any-

ojghsthsf jt-ia—-daaj. b it  WC
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UNiiED '̂ ef̂ G\L m m
" COHFERENCE. ’

jtionof laai oonld bs prefmnH v«ior* •

(Continued Jrom pa^e 6.)
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able I 
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we ate iweetly told that the Besolation 
mast be biadiag oa the QoTernmeat.

Then as regards aapplemeatary qaestions 
that rtminda me of a saying in Shaheepeair. 
<•**1 ean call epirits from tbe vasty deep ” 
to which Hotepnr replied—“will they come 
when we call them." So as regtids the 
sapplementary qaeetione yon may pat them 
will they be answered when they ate patf 
Yoa may pat the qieatione, bat yoa may 

>iq e ‘pj«>«ve to wait till eternity till yoa get the 
■ (Ohesrg and loud cries of Bande

“ o ' t ' *
(•ra -a I I  ‘og  (jdeg -p ae a )

BMSl u

•Ml 0!lt.Ol"

'Mdeg-i
•qSnis

The qaestion of 
deal with tureadba 
newspapers sod vn tbe 
1 hope that I need not e 
of this Sesolation, 
andoabtedly eauseJ a g 
people of Bengal; but bj 
have been benehted ia tl 

to 'move the 
ao)<)OQ }o

JO 'IF80-* aqi o q i  'joiinq 
‘asojjoni-oq 3[jom m« p9̂ pe|d 
pavsnoq) ema /|paj 04 popioep 
qoQĵ a fijoq<|o esqns ̂ nq 'Znp-04 
Bj8ii[00 nnuqmwioq!! eejqq pan 

'61 ‘1*1*8 aopnoaisnoqq ueejJtqjj 
(•“ • • I I  ‘0?
<  >S 'P09a)*iw « ---- —

The text paper which I have received 
to a qaestion which asks For an 

their V'y the public funds which haVe 
white oollected in our province from time to 
the pso^ out pahllc paposee. Now
distroisP,^> you will remember that last 

R “ Ooghly gnffioisnt explanation as 
I funds had been given by Mr. A. 

Baba S7’ and Babu Bhnpendranatb 
the followil?. not think, therefore, that I

"JlHOAl

■8i 8i a o
.18 fSAiivnadO

j --------
=moo NvisapiYO

aenn|dojeteaoi;ibinbsj neeq eanq 
'0  •‘IS jtt* Bdjqwiy •sniSnoo 
osiij.̂ qar.ninnico eq!) Jiepnn sanlS 
eqqSoip'^iM  QOO'lC JO eoio} 
qjeqa0ĵ *̂ n̂ig „ oqq pun jcmnjj

P9H.. OOOig00 liu»
confess td

the ol^-jfqnam^**” je^nnranioo Bunlf.qqbiie 
are reJWfasilo. '̂l 
oirenmstanoes. u, . ^ 
were to bs told, we must 
oarselvrs that Psz Britinioa is a necessary 
oonditioa of that process of re.adjustment 
and evolution which we most work out 
through slow and peaosfal stages of 
progress.

Can the anarchical ,a>C!r*ment by 
. any' means prove trathfnl to that 
process of readjastmsnt and evolution P 

I That is the qaestiou before ns and we have nc 
! tslternative bat to answer it in thf«yiegativ«

P3 u^lieve me, gentlemen, that if Vhaee oot- 
B .rages remain unchecked at the outset, if the 

^ i r i t  that is behind them be not at once 
pi tampted out of existence they are sure to 
\  reak t^ ^ g h  their present narrow limits 
i  0od wili'nltiirately threaten the well-being 

theCthtire commanity, and put an end to 
‘ at process of nationslisation from which 

ft /!*■ expect so much,
11 ifeThe proposition was recorded by Babu 

']['}osanuo Kumar Bose of Mymensingh,

•Hvqanw aei

. ( tai< 1.
doing so 

It could have 
Q0 fow misguided

he the
for

saidth.t 
no -ympathy 

yonngmen who were 
oted to anarohiosl ways. The people of 

ns ooantry were alyays loyal—they always 
Cia^roper homage to the sovereign. The 

• jUa worship the king as God- They did 
daring the reiga of the Moslems. 

i îVCdo exsolly the same thing, now -they 
j t̂pon the sovereign as God. Daring 

' ^ahomedan rule, the Hindns considered 
lUlding of Delhi as God-—so goes tha say- 

Delhisioaroba Jagadieuaroba, No
I 4 or otiiet oeremouiss can be performed 

■D.er,pt first worshipping the Bhuswami

•SaiBBim
81 ae«gg qiJM ?«oq oqq qnq ‘dn po^oid 
B«M qj •ni neoqqlSie qqiM qvoq qivJqs 
BB«q pau[Bi HO pÔ OSJM
naeq s«q Aenp^g jo j {oodjoAirj 
nuuf „^*g nosavnavOx “' l l  

*61 'ideg ‘nopnoq 
( m -d g ‘61 -qdeg poog)

•QSlNOagiM dTHS Y
‘000'9i  sqapvo nBgeaqBtiy

aoj Bogia qq8.11 boO'OS J® •**‘H-*“J 
% qsjp poanoas aeq tavq8aioMig 

gf ‘qdsg *aopno7 
( ta d g ‘61 -qdag ro»H)
•saT:.aiB iHonjaM aaaao

action o. ....TMagis'trate (HearlKe^.~
This is an instaaoe there are many of *'bis 

sort which can be enpplied to yoa which will 
show yon that the District Magistrates rsally 
do not know bow to deal with 
the people, who like ourselves r'ghtiy 
or wrongly are known is represent* 
ative of the pnbiio. My tims is np I 
have already stated to you chat in both 
ways we are grateful to Government, and 
we hope that real effect will be given 
to the Cironlar Letter. Up to this
moment we do not know of any 
cironlar letter issned —at least it has 
not been pnblishel m any newspapers 
in this part of Bengal. However, we know 
that the Local Govornment has issned a 
Oircnlar Letter, and we hope that real 
effrot will be given to it.

There are diflScalties. The District 
Officers of the time are officers of the rink 
who are less sympathetic* who are less 
tolerant to the opposite views. I think a 
great deal therefore of their nombers yoonld 
bs leasened and minimised ; and other 
sympathetic persone, men of a iietter class 
should be entrnsted wich the cares 
of the District; asd really the
benevolent intentions of Govern
ment that they shonld know tbe
views of the people and that they shonld 
shape their actions accordingly. With 
these few words I move the resolntion.

The proposition was recended by Baba 
Haridas Haldor with the following

That thi«I‘i* question at this Conference 
of the oonntfodra Nath Banetjea then rose to 
devising a tee of thanks. He was receiv'd 
country and ^prolonged cheers and shoals of 
the misduevoD'.*®*- When silence was 

, s-A nUoi Snrendrq Nath acl i.t-Aifioit «-v>»
p p o q i BdiqBO|qq*q oA«q "SBOiq* q«qq bb 
•qVOOApu pn"S sqqBnonpvnjp oMq jo noiq 
-otuqBUoo oqq paetDOiooeo o'-!* giM e g  
'l«u«o vmvnvg oqq jo noiqvogiqjoq J0|  
'̂‘• 11* G “oill!™ <’*‘1 J*’ aoiqvijdojdd* 

eqq eyajSaoQ aqq oq pnotntnoooj giAA 
eq q«qq peoanoauv B«q faopiBBJj 

‘01 *)d*̂ ‘a'.pnoq 
( ‘ra og-o ‘os ‘qd»S ‘pasH) 

gXHUnON
•a?aaa ao NoiionaisNOo

GVNYO I
YWYNYHiflO NOIXVQMIJ,HO.aB

qouj go
qqm pBqnionbDW 8ni9q q n saviivxqBtiY 
‘sxBBBaA eqq eqoqB giM BJojtvB qsiqug 
•qqnoraeqjog q» Xfaoannfj ni poatujq 
Baeqajqsny AqaoABB }o mbjo « qqua 
Aeap^g JO} qqHomsqjoj raoj} pogHB 
BA«q ,.BqqutnvJJVj,. pn* ..BJtBi,, 
BJoXojqsep nvjjBjqBny 
n.. I* I'lie Nawab Babadar of

speeeb.
He said :—

a tm« Land-Lord. The leaders cannot Mr. President, Brother Delegates and 
held responsible for tbe work of a jGentlemen,—-Ibave much pleasare in seooad- 
osoopio minority whom nobody ling this Resolution. Some of yon may 

'8. These misdeeds most be the I wonder how one who had all along advocated 
ime of empty unemployed minds. It I a policy of passive leeistanoe shonld now 

I > -beyond the power of the people of tbe I support a resolntion of co-operation with ths 1 ’®‘try to stamp oaf “ ^ ̂ try to stamp out the anatohieall spirit. Government. 1 owe yon* an explanation. 
The resolution was pat to the Conference ‘ Formerly, I  believed, the snhjeot rocs conid' 

i^Icarrwd raumimouly; legitimately talk of.poBeiTc raaiatanoe by
I — a  A njor avoxdod.
titira is no denser from blood pois o re- 
ng from a wmad wh-n O'lamterlAin’e 

• aim is appJiu-t. It is an antiseptic 
lent. For sale by all Obemists and 
akeepers. Price He. 1 and tts 2.

Uial
Cbittsgoug had sUv 
Taniiflipti, as the ^  
on the bn:k tf  toe . 
with China and

. gentlemen, still p rMisc in sendiug aw*' 
wssith to other onuntriea by using** 

. goods P (oiies of no no). f
One word about the words. '* 

sacrif’ce" that noonrs in theoonelnding 
of this Resrliition and 1 have  ̂

< Gent'emsD, some people object to thti 
being imerted broanse it conveys* 
ter motive ss the term Boyoott. 0 
wish_ t"

Dacca was told *' yon hjld only a second 
place in United Bengal, after Partition yoa 
Will be the premier nobleman in Esstisra 
Bengal." That was a great temptation 
indeed(langhter.) I do not know whether yon 
arc aware that a msetiug was held in 
the room of the Beoga Landholders 
Association in Calcutta. At that meeting 
every Mahomedan of Eastern Bengal who 
was anybody was ''pres-nt and opposed the 
partition. 1 donotbsli-vs chat the Parti
tion has done any sabstantial g ■ >d to tbs 
Mabommodans, and I do not ihiok it will 
do any good to them, (hear, hear, bat on the 
contrary they will bear the brant of 
taxarioD.

Yesterday tbe Preside.it said that tha 
Government of £. B and Assam 
was bankrupt and it mssnt to Isvy fresh 
taxation. If so, the Mah.>mmadaas being 
in tbe majority in Ea.lern Bengal mast 
have to bear the bigger share. The 
Mahomedans might have speuial privileges 
even though living in ihe same provinos 
under tbe same Governrneut. I do not 
think there are Hindns here who would 
grudge it at any rate they ought not to 
grndge.No, no.Why not? '*‘eeaus'i they onght 
to look upon the Mahomedans as their 
yonnger brothers. If ths Mahomedans 
are sbowi. any sort of political favonr 
DO Hindn onght to gradge it hear, heat). If 
yon wish to show special favour to ths 
Mahomedans, do so, but keep both the 
Hindus and Mshomedans, at auy rate, 
the Bengali-speakiag Hindns and Maho- 
madans under one and the same Gtovernment, 
(Load and prolonged cheers.)

It wag lesended by Baba Tinoowti Ghost, 
of Uiabeiia who said—

Cl

be
4f
an
I.

If?

la

yi *W» O WPI'̂
^  Had 
/ our just 

/strate, the 
^  greater dis-

_-‘5̂  ^/ixolnsiv.ness 
• / . / h a s arrived 

ger oveil.ook 
[.portion of your 

4i. olasres require

{»a 
the

allowed. tifte'U pir I praSllBtr uujuj—— of
was Acqui'cd aga\g88t that the Qovsrgi:__ M
owner That fif .ee once undertake, among , 
eets cf 1.H ma le reclamation of silted 
provision should bof g od drinking water,
Act. Then again iglei and the drainage of 
tight of apptral had 
jway. No appeal jjj

id that if Government 
politioal Qonoesslons they

lie 
nominate t! 
taken at] 
objector 
assrSkOr no 
which will 
lately the 
case, and 
entirely tal

to a sk jo  place themeelve',„;-^,u.,aal wi

village of the plain'
Bverywherc in Bengal yon find a living 
embodiment of such Aabnrns, perhaps 
Sweeter, bat such Anbarns are becoming 
things of the past, not only in Earope bat 
also in Bang 1. If the village ties and bonds 
be broken how will you baild np a nationali. 
ly, with whom will you build up the nati n. 
1 come from the villas and 1 know many 
of th'-ir grievanoaa. Until you have rc 
pieseur.atives, until yon let villagcts come 
to tt •  Diatriot Boards and from the Distriot 
Boat let repreasatativea come tow ------- in

----- r i iMMntion atl
they prayed for in 

other onsideta* 
vun. The eolaqi^ 
be of no avail 

stamp out Malarial 
On the reformed

the

this
tiont would go ia 
ed conneils would 
if they could not 
Fever from the 0 luntry.
Connoils they wanted men like the Prestdent 
and like Babas Surendranath, Bhupendra 
Nath and Bahiodranath, hut whst could 
their represcutatives do if they had to go 
there wiih eulargsd spleen and Uvsr and 
wrapp'd up in quilt lor she rigour of 
malarial fever ? The months of As ̂  and 
K̂artiok weiw—•i ’ b. mJ »■ * i* " -
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V

OB;AIBai4N’8 SPEECH:
The Chairman of .the RoMption-Cdmmittee, 

Bai Jotindranath Obsadhnii thm drliverad 
the folia epeeoh :—

Gentlemen,—In the name O' the membere 
of the Beoeption Committee of the United 
BMgal ProTinoial Conferenoe, '1 beg t^ 
offer yott a hearty weloome to thie tottB: 
The very exoeptional eiroamstanoee andeii 
which we have invited !yon all are onr 
apology for the many ehortoominga in «.nt 
arrangementa to f|ive yon a anitable 
reoepfion. Thia year we have had to make 
very hastily 'the neoeeeary arrangementa 
for the eittinga of the Gonferenos and 
we therefore orave yoar indalgence to aeoept 
onr wish for the de^  and to exoose ns for 
the many ivnavoidable inoonvenienoea yon 

.will have to pat up with daring yonr atay 
EefBT^I know that all of yon are inepired 
with a high leenae of patriotism and devotion 
to daty towards onr oommoa motherland. I 

[baTe no doubt that ear reqaeet ftila on in« 
dnlgent ears. Again I thank yon, gentle* 
men, for the trouble yon have taken to oome 
over bare to guide the deliberations of this 
Conferenre.

Gsuilemen; thdn ate periods in tbd. 
Uatory of Natirmi when everything seeaia 
bo be out of gear; ws are pasaing thronghj a 

like 3)is jm Onr own hiatory. Thh 
teeing hetwaeB-the yuleta and the m l^  
and t u t  between the Hindus arid the Mhta.: 
Imana—tbe two g'«at raopa paopUng hsa'^T 
the whcls of In<!ia ware vi^rtiinptely not 
only not what they thonld be bat they ay^ 1 
do^ly regret to aay, bsMbUhg. day 

day, in<we and more strained, a state of 
thiitge vhhioh is disartroue to the best ip- 
fereste of oaremman ooantry. FeliKstt 
s^tnlirn u  predtioaBy dsa& 
Thei^ V . ia a* ^Owipg fear 

an|tngst Hie mhahitanta o  ̂/th>a idbitatty 
iba tuey  ina^ be han i^  dayior
what they might have s^d edthoftt^ holaes 
any other time by w ayu oriidesnng tbe 
jjgdioy of the Qoyi^iileiat. There are 
^•wnmniis a m u g i t ^  peoj^jiieinselree, 
whinel^ jodni aetiea has heeopu>*i^ diffll* 

if hot a^hally imp-roeibiê  had 
m v e  those there are etUI, we matt My tp# 
.toiut ehiihe, few' 'mlej^lded yrnutg^mel 
who heye broaght di^raoS’apoa the .hame 
and Ihjan of tim Ihyhi tadians b y acts of 
violenoe and aseaeidiiaitQnB whioli have 
lonsed deep abborenw ip  ]Sie pint ’ of ihe 

foyp Ihdisheb Oat rnlsia in losehtmenthi 
thehs jdinoMiiea ihhyo ad^tp^ n  p<̂ «ly hot 
knoara hefomifendei Briteh adminiittald(p<i 
Thejee andseMral other:faots nave prodnhiP 
a lidl in oar poli^aid ae^viti^e. and have 
ohilled the former spirit of eathnelasm 
amonget oar ooanttjmen.

/
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Bat t» me it geems that the etete of thiage 
iketohed before fainighes ag, nr 
ghonld faroieh ae with —)t additioaa.
etimaloag to joint efEoitg goeh ag are to: be 
fonni) in oar Congiegera and Oonfereqoi^ 
All onr l^aderg ghonld pat their heads 
getber to devise means to oonibat ana^iidkL 
vhioh is still lingeringin the ooantrj> and to 
pat onr honge in order So that we may go 
on With oar work of poUtiiial aotivities w ^  
nnabated energy. T m ' grSiitlMm lies not !fn 
snoeesg alone bat it lies in ovsrdotning failqte> 
whioh weoannot avoid altogether in thV^ 
world of onie, Bemember that the eyes 
of the whole World on npon n i ; 
if  we can oyerooms onr present diffidatties and 
tnrn the fadtsnow obtaining in the oonnh^ 
to onr advantage by removang the evil and by 
taking advant^of tbs good,‘'thenJwe 
be able to jnstify onf ^lltioal ambititoif 
before the whole uvilinn world and the bat 
ofhninanity. Itis  therefore tinie ,:thlljr^^ 
■honld pot aside ^nr inertia andvMt'bht 
shonlden to the task of onr hational togeiMr- 
ation. Before I  address a few worde with 
refeto»de to the snbjeeto to be broni^t 
befon this Confersnoe for diionseion, 1 
mnat infer to  the epirit of aharobiim wlid|to 
oytoently etill. exilte amongst eoine, 
rniegaided yoaths who, bat for their 
ortoteS of aeeaaelnatione of ianooeiit 
pereone arid th^:: ^letor? deeigna  ̂iii eomo 
daees a t letot agetoet the jnelent adiisinietra* 
BorkOf the ooiwisx, wbnld have breh the 
•bjedto of onr pity, . ^  etoong voioe of. 
oondentnition ehonld go forth from this 
SmeniNy for those hot e of brntal drimee>« 
otiihto hsrto; onr people meto ' thiil 
Bmp harm onr Oovomment I t  dieald jbi 
diethtotly enanoiated ̂ a t  theflitdiiins a h l^  
hothtog more than mnrder dnd . BegasainaB^ 
!^be it|for politioal, eoriri, religions andjtop 
#h*r pnrptoee.- Tho toasti|y of Iind Baddbs 
itod Laid Qonianga oan havs nothiag tovdo 
iBth oitlnitoMAnp eort, mneh less hotob^d4 
eeimeit Ae to e«r feeltogOi towai^S' o ^  
Sovenlign, tom ato only etoond; to onr f^*  
ing to onr ̂ Gbd, whoso earthly; ropregentobura 
the former is. As for the Hnidae, pf whom 'I 
oanspeak-with eotoe i^onnt of 
and eertainiy no totigibna eeremony edtt bd, 
held in, a B ^ n  hcnm elA ; withtort pbying 
onr nbeisairae to onr^ ShMewami *. e., onr 
Bovereign. Tborefaraitisjm|P8iibtolarths 
Bindni so long thep renmip Hiiidne to

devoBiim towarde, Bieir Soveriign, Vhs 
Spirii aharetDem m ^ o 3  nre
mtorni is  Ba ttrigp _snd As t̂iptoeBA 
spader Bw eirecM  
I^M^totkaal:

inM BilUi W'tKa u i  
‘ fa

%
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OUT ooantiyinMif the very epmt> of 
Hwadeshiem (by wMoh expeeeioa I 
anderetand the epirit of keeping, otte'e 
eelf true to the diatinotive ohusoterietioe 
of one's own oonntry and of ^eing imbued 
with an active Tupaoc for what is good in 
one’s ownoonntty, and a feeling or con
demnation for base imitation of foreign 
ideas, etc.) wili sound the death-koell if  
anarchism. It is therefore bad polioy on 
the part' of our Government to try to do 
anything which would stop the growth of 
this spirit of Swadsshism. The true 
Swadeehism, 1 take it, therefore, will not 
only prove lour eoonomij/ salvation bat 
will go a great way to. -destroy that 
form of unrest in the |eountry which 
manifests itself in anorobinal crimes. I 
therefore make myself bold to recommend 
to the Government to reconsider their ntti- 
tdde towards Swadeshi an*'' to look upon it 
with sympathy so that it may be a sonree 
of strength not only to the pe^le but to 
the Government alio. If the Goveroment 
had from the very beginning adopted a 
friendly attitude towaras it and tried to 
guide the movement properly, the oountry . 
would have been spar^ the gloom aspeot I 
whieh it now wears. Our^duty therefore to* 
wards this form of unrestlis riihple and plain. 
We must create a etrong feeling of pub
lic indignation against the anarchical crimes 
in any shape. I  trust that the Oonferenoe 
will not fail to do its dnjty in thiaj respect 
To tbeae migaidedyoutha,if my voice ceawes 
them, I wish to say one thing. They should 
ponder over tneir doings u d  see What in- 
oaknilaUa harm they are doing to themeelkcs 
and to titeir countiy in pecsisting in each i  
sinister liifê  of action. . mast fht^Hhr
conaidar bow tiiey are sajlying^^tke^hr^ 
name of thw  own cpuntry fheGfes^ 
deedfe If the Shaieliical Crimea, w l^ n rs  
'Western import! inakavti^ congti;* l ^ r  
pannaaent home a» in Burope, 1 ehnmdi  ̂to 
think the cohaequenem whi^ they irilth^ve 
Upon our conntrj^tn and the” havodl 
yrhieh they will makr~nipQn our ̂ ^unaF 
natnife tldng wihioh I  valna ihtth' 
thah earthly tteasiite . as a legacy «Taô (*d> 
from our pious ahli ^revered £i|^EathHis. V..

5
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i

Thia leads me to the question of Re
pressive' mea'^ores recently psessd by the 
Government nf India. Of t h ^ ,  the twj 
Acts, namely, "aa Act for the prevention of 
incitements to matder and to other offences 
in Newspapert,” Act VII of 1908, and 
“an Aot to provide for the better control of 
the Press”. Aot I of 1910, deal a sSrions 
blow at public criticisms of Government 
measures by our Press, No doubt some 
Indian papers indulged in seditious I 
writinp and openly preached murder and 
assassination for politioal purposes, but thap* 
does not justify the practical gagging of 
tho whole Indian Press. Punish by all 
means those who openly instigate crime and 
murder, but do not make public criticism 
difficult by putting a halter round the neck 
of the Editors of the Indian Press generally. 
The matter is aggravated by its practioal 
administration inasmuch ns the writings 
which'are considered to be seditions or ex
citing race-hatred when they appear in {the 
Indian-edited Press, are passed over when 
they appear in the Anglo-Indian Press. 
N6w, if this state of things be allowed to 
go on, it is not unlikely that the firm faith 
of the Indians in the fairness and impartial 
justice of the British rule in this country 
may receive a rude ihock. This 
firm faith of the Indians in the 
impartial sense of British justioe, 1 
need hardly say, is an asset more valuable 
for the permanency of the British inis than 
all the (military strength pnt together and, 
for the matter of that, it is an essential 
footer for the welfare of both England and 
India. I do not intend to give you ins- 
tanoas in which t'le rabid writings of a 
section of the Anglo-Indian Press are 
passed without notice, even when the at
tention of the Government was called to it 
nor do I  wish to place before you these 
instances in which comparatively harmless | 
writings in the Indian-edited papers brought 
trouble upon their .nnsempulons 
Editors. Over and above there, the Act VI 
of 1907, being *' an Aot to nuke better 
providon for the prevention of Publlrf 
Meetings likely to promote sedition or to 
cause a disturbance of public tranquility ” , 
which you all know has been recently 
given a farther lease of life by Oontinning 
Act (Act XVn. ’o f, 1910) gi^es thg 
Executive authorities to sappreea any diaet-. 
ing and allows the Police Officer a r^h t hr 
enter into the meeting place and to take 
notes of the proceedings. In the areas 
proclaimed under the Act, no public naset* 
ing can be held without the permission/ o f  
the District Magistrates in the (MuffCeil' 
and the Commissioners of the Police in the 
Presidency towns. Now it is almost impos
sible to call any meeting under so many res- 
triotaonB, and it ii 1 absolutely impossible to 
express our thoughts freely and to o tltii^  
PudBc men and measures inth independeeiM 
(wiGiout which no critimsm is useful) ; the 
Act is uid to be intended for the prevshtibn 
of public meetings likely to promote saditlon 
or to cause a disturbance of public tranqui
lity. If any man is foolish enough to 
sedition in ; a public) meeting there is 
the ordinary law (by (which seditions 
of all kinds are exhaustively dealt 
with) that can be eosiiy invoked. But a 
pnbuc meeting otuting a distnrkanee of 
pnbli^rdnqauityjB^ nowhere exiata emept
peylups in the heated imagination of some' 
of oUr over-zeslous Police'Qfficeis, Epr^iiiff; 
bf United Bfugal, of Srhioh I  knber aome? 
thing, 1 am a ware of no such publis meeting 
which direoQy or indirectlycan be j  iMiti- 
inately held tesyoiasible f<w any dietarhaaoe 
of thepnhlie pcMK». Batlknow ^ ^ t  Ut̂  
leutbnafeMefn^n^ meeting stUeiimit 
Utblteiily d lip e i^  and peaeefnl aiid ree-

Ketahle gantlemeu attendiim* it feem’ 
e different Oietriets of Bengal 
treated ImtbhMly- tip to wHy, t  aiU 

not aware what the peaeetui and, 
reepeotable delegates of ths^ ; 
Conferenoe didto meet with the ti^tment 
they leoeived theite. After Uder tnbey 
khat the pnblio msstiiigs ip thib o^ntry 
require to he looted nter so as to prevent 
th m  front being a Mnroe of pnblio 
dlitoflM|see is to distort the truth and to 

ffrankensteln for nothing.

A -/
/
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Tha Qomnmanl; of India, in an axoellent 
Bea-'lntioD, dated tha 14th of Maroh laat, 
inangarated a pilioy of reoonoiUation 
whiah ia very oppjrtnne and oalonlated to 
do immenie good if tha inattaotiona 
contained in it are jadioionaly and 
Kympathetically oanied out. Now I 
a«k the Government to compare 
the contenta of thia Besolntion with tha 
tfztofthe Bapreaaiva Act mentioned 
before and to reconcile the two. I  am 
rare that they will agree that the former ia 
a calm and etateaman-like document in
spired with the noble desire •of the Govern
ment to prevent rather than to pnniihi'thn 
Jitter, 1 {mt, cannot be desaribieL in the

■ameterm5. There is another aspect of the 
question with reference to which I wish to 
say a few words. Theie restrictions pat 
upon the preae and the platform are eo many 
weapona which ematcalste the Indians 
even to the extent of making them power
less to stand for their legitimate rights and 
to co-operate with the Government in their 
efforts to restore ordtr where anarchicst 
crimes prevail. I  am not referring hare 
to Bacon’s dictum, namely, that td euppre^ 
■edition, we should remove “the matter of 
sedition.*’ What I mean here is simply 
this that the Government, by curtailing the 
right of free disoussion, in the Press and 
On the platform, of public men and 
meaenres In this country and of our grie
vances (which are just and many the 
words of Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, the i r  -ol 
Old man of India) are really strengthening 
the hands of the anarchists and weakening, 
proportionately the hands of ohe 1 >yat 
Indiana. Now to say the least of it, this 
is highly insipsdient and unwise,

The Government of onr good Ticeroy, 
Lord Minto, at whose initiation mainly we 
have ^ot the reosnt reforms, is entitled to 
onr highest gratitude bsoanee daring hie 
Government the Indians, for tbs first time, 
weie given opportunities to show their 
qnalifioatione whieh fit them for the 
nigheet appointments, and because during 
this period, several otner liberal messarea 
were adopts whioh open to the Indian mind 
a long vieta of fntare prospeots. The 
Beform Sohemg of whioh ws hav« heard 

' so muoh, is a beginning for whioh we must 
be grstefol to onr rulers.

Thia Soheme gives ns additional 
fsoilities of disonssing the Budget, . for 
patting eupplementety queetione aruieg 
out of the' interpellation and for the 
further ezp/osiou of our Legielstive 

/  Counoile both Imperial and Local. For all 
' thtss we are. and we ought to be, thankful 

to the Government. But at tha same time 
it oannot be denied that some of these 

! reforme at least were overdue by msny years 
and some at least do not go sofiSoi' ntly far 
enough to bs fully uselul both to the Gov- 
erneneat end to tCs people. I ahall presently 
ehow what I mean. The ptinoiple of eteotioo 
reeently inboduoed ie, I  am afraid cajKalatsd 
to do moTC harm than good ■apscially in 
respect of the nUimate'faybn of the differ
ent nations of India into a oommo t̂- 
nationality. I  Ido not grndge that 
the Mahomsdsna when they themielvss 
admit that they are far less advan
ced than their Hindn brethreh ehonll 
be given 'some additional facilities to- 
protect their rights .as the rights of the 
minority. This ean be easily done by 

' keeping open few eeets to be filled by the 
. Government on the nomination of raese 
rinjorioUsly affected according to some 
rules epeoially framed| for the pnrpoee- 
Whst I  object to ia to give the members of. 
one race, even in.thoee partsjoLtbe 
where they are noUf^minority, an unfair” 
advantage over the oner reces whose only 
Fanils are apparently that they are id 
the majority] and they art more ad
vanced ithan tha former. In a cohntiy 
tike India where the -people are not 
ll^mogeneoae there.. ehbnld he at loae^ne: 
Millie where they ehoald neoeharily think that 
.nty ate Indiana and tSu^as, Alahom- 
.•ji«il, ,PaTsl8 and (%rietlin| terwaras. Aul 
,ti^arpIaoe Ia .{befUr raited for thir parpoic 

our Lsg'slative Cenhoirtf 1 nbaiili 
natihOue ncMcntor ^eao red  pottaleof 

Otnnoi for the pn tpcesaqf 
imUfe hMaanree at least put aside 

tinniwmwneai dfi each patoahial feeling
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as that of ooiuideiiog Uumiutint 
SioAos and Mahomadaag ato., and not 

'lodiajB. Wa have no pirliamaatary Gtivnn- 
mant and we have not the proepaat of having 
any withia a reasonable time, beoanae onr 
Senatary of State Lori filotlay hae taken 
partionlar oars to divaat onreelrea of that 
idea; oarpoaition ae mambere of theLegli’ 
lative Oonnoile here, and I  mean no oSenoe 
to the preeant Hon’ble Mambare, ia no- 
better than that of out Pleadere and Tonn- 
aelabeferaa jndioial tribnnal- Now I pat 
this qneation aerionsly, whether it ia daeirable 
that in appoioting oar lawyers, abonld we be 
restrioted in oar Selection of them by o an - 
sidarn^on other than that of fitness only 
If not, why ehoald we be handicapped in 
ealeoting onr repreeantatives in the Legi- 
elktive Genacih whose namber is not nd> 
equate by oanaiderationn other tbad fitness 
and fitmesB alone f  By ihtrodacing 
cmsideratione of race into the election of out 
lepreeentativee to the Legislative Connoile, a 
wall of partition has been raised between 
the different ojmmnnitiee. This partitioa 
will bring in its train, discord where 
there was harmony, ill-feeliog where 
there wee good feeling and amity, 
and a strife where there was not the least 
ehanoe of diSarenoe. Taking this view of 
the matter 1 bold this partition, that is to 
■ay, the partition of the different racee and 
eommanitiee in India in the matter of 
their franohise is even more iniatione to onr 
true intereats than the moet nnfortnaate 
Partitian of Bengal. It is pregnant 
with more evil feoneeqaenoes than 
the other partition is.

Already yon mast have notioad that some- 
of onr Uahomedan fellow ooantrymsn are- 
trying to have epeoial,'saate allotted to them, 
even ia the Diatriet and Looal Boards and 
Rnral Committees. In another word, they 
intend to carry this difference deeper even̂  
into the distant villages where 'the inhabi- 
tente will be taught to think that they are 
no oo'villagers having similar rights and 
identical intereate bat they are Hindus and 
Uahomedane, I do not know of any other 
agenoy or machinery better oaloniated to 
bring about disanioa amongst onr villageie- 
and to destroy the little amount of oorporat- 

.ed feeling which they still have. I do not 
mean that onr Government has ooneeionily 
done all this, bat what I beg to sabmit u  
that the oae inevitable ooaseqnenoe of this.

' method of election and of the granting of 
the fronohise, will be the fcetering of thera- 

hatred and thereby patting book the' 
clock of political piogrees, 'I appeal to the 
leaders of the Mahomedan oommanitiee not 
to parsne this fatal polioy and to ponder 
over the neoeaeary oonseqnenoes thereof. 
I think there is no Hiodn in this ooimtiy 
who will not lend 'hie helping band to hm 
leas advanced brother of the Mahomedan 
oommanity and who will try to nanrp alt 
rights aod fabilitiee and keep theeeto 
themselves only.

I! we analyse the Reform Soheme oriti  ̂
oally we shall be able to find that in thr 
reosnt soheme there is not mnoh whioh will 
lead a larger number of men, than hlthsrti|, 
t6 take part in the eleotion and, whieh wUl 
open a wider field of eleotion, that is to say^ 
a wider electoral area from whieh Wa ore 
to choose onr representatives. 1 sabmif 
thst everyone will agree that these two are 
the chief factors for judging the reepeetive 
merits of the different metohd* ot eleotion. 
Tbrdlder soheme, whioto the new soheme. 
sUppianted, gave ns praoUoally ds many 
eloatora as the preeant scheihe dose, eavs and 
eioept a few Midioniedane who. 
aite newly enfmnohised. If wa exoldde 
Mahomednns w^o have been enfranehissd 
■a Mahomadans  ̂I4 a not find any enlarge, 
nsent of the e le^ a l, h o ^  even the piopos'
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t l  ly 1̂ !l.v6oT«iiiiiinit 
fru raJn  ts the Indian oannherdllt o ^ ^ i 
fuimlty has been voted bjr orit (ihi'«lhplUe:i 
Seereta^ of State. Of oonree I do not dehjr̂  
that the Undholdeis have been a^anted the 
right to elect five repMaentativee to the 
Local Oonooil end poe to the Supreme 
Connril and the Diatriot Boards and Unnia- 
p^tiee, instead of being alternately allowed 
to take part in the election, have under the 
present rcheme. been prastioally allowed, to 
take part in every election. Bat all this cannot 
be aaid to enlarge the electoral ba îs, inaa> 
'inneb as the same individnals taking part In 
tl^old electione, Twill be allowed to take 
p u t in the new electione. In considering 
the present electoral basis, I  eaclade the 
XHanters, European Idercbants and Land- 
holders, beeanae they in some way were 
allowed to tabs part in previous elections.

Bsgarding the fanctioca of the newly 
enluged Legislative Cnnncilr, the | addi- 
tional isoilities for the dieonssion' 
of the 'annual Financial Statement in the 
Looal Legislative Conncil (with which I  am 
ridefly concerned here), the granting of the 
power to the members to pat snpplsmsntary

gneetion for the purpose of farther elncidat* 
ig any matter of fact regarding whioh a 
nqnest for information haa bean made in 

their original qneetion, and the right 
newly granted to the members for the die* 
onniou of matters of general pablio interest 
in the Looal Conncil, are most impoitant 
and very nsefal. For all these we are 
thankful to onr Government. These coo- 
eeaaione contain germs of great fatnre 
pceaibilities. If these are properly need by 
OOJ representatives, which I have no donbt 
they will do, end sympathetically watched by 
the Government, they will snrely lead 
to ithe removal cf much of onr 
grievanoee. Amongst these ths grant
ing of the power of putting sapplementary 
-qnssticn and of ths additional facilities for 
we disenesion of the Provinoisl Budget are 
certainly overdue by i many yeare.

If we look into the manner in which oar 
representatives in the Connoils have nsed 
the right of interpellation and, if lam  
;permitted to say. into the general evasive 
way in whioh the clf iciale are compelled 
fMrhape by many ciroamstanore to famish 
the informatiOD, it ie only natural that ad. 
ditional facilities should be given to eln- 
oldate the enbject-matter of tb» original 
qneation. Regarding the dieonssion of the 
Pfovinoiol Budget, the old rules only 
rappled I  the non-official members of
the Connioil with an oppoitnnity to 
deliver a tpseoh when everything was 
over with respect to the aljooation o£| 
the Provincial finance; it was at best an i 
-Boademical debate whioh affected not in 
the least the arrangement previously made 
hy the Gavernmect. Now in the inter-: 
mediate stages of the Budget debate w» Ue I 
allowed, thtongh oar represeota'ives, to 
partiripate in the disonseion and to forma- 
w e  definite proposals regarding the Provin- 
aUl finance; out the Government has taken 
apeeial care and haa rnled that no msinbet 
in the final stage shall be permitted tb 
move any Beaolntion regarding theiehto 
nor shall the Budget be snbmilted to 
the vote of the Conncil. Having:
ng^id to the fact of the pradtiou 
OmlesraeMof the Budget dieonsiicn under 
&e older rule, can we not lay that we 
wmeatitled to the present ooncessioni ' 
long, long agof After all the ednoatibnal 
iupipyemnt in the eonntry, esnwe niri 
teawBably ask for the graatiag of soda* 
real power to onr countrymen and of eoina. 
pbal control over the finance and adminlgî ' 
ilrwoa of onr ooniatiyP There ere rnaoj' 
mattere o f  potoly domeetio eeeaotoF' 
and adflaiaitbrariini regarding whieb tlya 
OovemniBiit oui'*tfely grant aome amon^
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of ratoDomy to our oovntty9ieii./(lait 
too maoh to aok that in eooB hainilMO' 
matters as ednootion, sanitation and 
other oonats matters sfieoting onr: 
hearth and horns we should be given statii> 
tory right to the elEeot that in ossss relating: 
ihere>to, say, if two thirds of thenon^ciGcitl 
memhers are of loD̂ O dcfioite opinion, that 
opinion shall prsTaiL ^The granting of some 
sneh power will rosily raise the 'statns of the 
people and will £.'1 the minds of onr repre' 
sentatives with a true eenee of responeihili-

Sf withoot which no serions bnsinesa can be 
ealt with satiafaotOTilj. This will go a 

great way to leoonoile the people and to 
remove the growing unrest in the 
oonntry. This will to a great eitent take 
the wind out of the sail of the anarohitts 
and restore pesos to the country. I read 
the other day that the Oorernmsnt of 
Madras is engaged in codifying the rules of 
oondnot for the European officials in their 
hshaviour towards *tbe :*inhabitants of this 
nonntry. I greatly appreoiate the efforts 
of Government in this direction, but I 
fenr that as fno laws of Parliament oan 
make a man moral, so no osdifioation of 
tnlea will make onr officials, eioept in rare 
oaeer, learn to respect onr oountry- 
man as fellowsubjeots of our common 
Sovereign, Now it is needless for me to 
say that without true respect there oan be 
ao true sympathy and no true friendship.

Onr giisvanoes are many. It is ioDpossible 
to deal adequately with them all in a single 
paper like this, 1 shall tbersfore touch only 
with the ealient amongsts thep^. The 
prinple of Local Self-Government—the 
neatest gift of our late noble Viceroy Lord 
ttlpon'—has praotioally \lwindled into 
nothingneae • The Corporation of OsU 

entta and the Calontta TJniversJty have' 
heea praotioally offioialised. I t hae been' 
truly said that the Mnnioipalitiei are 
antstiea for the training of a pewle in the 
prindplea, of Self-Government. %  taking 
away 4110 oontrol of the Co^rpsration of 
Calontta from the rate payers a great 
wrong was done not only‘o them bnt an in 
oalonlsble injury is dons to the oanse of 
the principle of Self-Government in- 
tbia oonntry by depriving the people of 
the first and foremost training ground for 
thdr ednoation in that respect. I  hope 
and tmet that firm but res^tfn l voice 
will go forth from this asssmhly protesting 
a g a ^ t  the whittling down of the little 
power 6f Self-Government which the people 
qf the oonntry enjoyed and affirming that wjt 
want further expanj^n of that principle. 
In  t ^  eonnebtion ' we may support'onit 
argnmentby quoting from the rebommeui- 
jlationf, bsaring npon the point, made by' 
the SoyalCommMiop npoa Dseentraliaationf 

The question ,of the supply of good drink-' 
ing water and of the oonstmetion of 
dninage in the Muffasil ia a question of life 
and death to ns. Our thanks are due to the 
]^naent Lieutenant Governor of Bengal for 
all that he hse done for the supply of good 
drinking water, bat 1 regret to say tbati 
a^ l it is inadequate to ops with this; 
mwblsm. By the recent amendment of the 
Bengal ^Loeal Self-Gorerninent Act, ;ti»S 
rnoney realised as Boad-Cess has;besi| 
earipiths4 for the spsrigl .pqrpose 
f ^  ' tshioh it was origurily levied 
FiV the remote viilages miliiiii, T̂tTiiH 
i»>ncoefHar̂  for the ^m per nee of Ua 
inoney levud from them so inheMi^
temtethaiBof may enjog. iti
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. ly. Tlltn malt bs |aom« ’ag w y i I  lun iil 
t«aPkaohtyat«ia the vilUye or gnrap of 
eilligw, whidi wiU be wtnuM^ 
with the daty of kMjping the villegei | 
ia a naronebty good aad s a a i t^  
ojoditioii aod whieh wiU take oare 
for theeapply of gobd driohing watw. 
For these parpoaes* the ^li^;e PattMhayet 
^ o l d  have, at thn i disp(^, a eertaia 
■bare of the laad<eew lened in the village, 
speeifie share of the Gtvemmehb grants 
to the Dlsiriet Boards for sa^tary and 
other pirpoiee^ spMial grants for partioalar 
objeots of local importanoa and,reeeipti 
from village eattle-poonds entrnated t( 
their managemenC within the village 
When this is done,' I  hope we 
shall see batter days in onr viltagaa and 

shall be able to ombat snob
loonrges as Malaria and Plagne battari As 
In the em  of the principle of the Loeal 
Sdf-Oovernment, so in this inatancs als<̂  
we may avail of .the reoommendatione 
of the above Royal Oommisrion and 
strenghtben oar argamenta by quoting chair 
^nthority inoo^svonr

In the present time when political agita
tion bai bean made practically impisaibta 
in the conntry, acme of oar leaders are of 
opinion that we shoald, for soma time at 
least, bid good-bye to politics and devote onr 
attention to social and economic qaastipns 
only. I  do not deny that there ie some 
troth in it. If we try to eradicate soma of 

'the socialevila now rampant in oar aooiety 
and to improve onrselves edacationally and 
to develop onr] resonrces, we are told, we 
ehall not bring oorselvea into collision with 
onr officials and we shall ia that ease be 
able to do more by way of ameliorating 
the ocnditionB of onr oonntry than 
otherwise. Bnt there is a diffionlty special
ly in eoonomio qaestions. Weexp-oted that 
ae India has not the financial independence 
toadjnetits tariff duties with referecoe to 
foraign-imported goods, onr Government 
wonld support ns in oar Swadeshi efforts, 
but as fate would have it, this has net bsen 
done. In his oonversation with an Amsri- 
can jonmalist, oar good Viceroy expressed 
hie Wonder why the Indian people 
without crying for a protective tariff ahonld 
have preferred to eschew foreign 'goods by 
their efforts known as Swadeshi-Boycott. 
Onr explanation with referenoe to thie 
wonder remains why it is that His Excel
lency's Governmect do not see their way to 
give the people,their.moral anpport for their 
,S vadeahi movement. It will be seen there-' 
fore that there is no easy-sailing at least 
with some of onr purely domeetic conoeroe. 
I  do not at the same time deny that by 
putting onr own honse in order we may 
follow the lice of least resistance to some 
extent and thereby we may improve onr 
condition to eaoh a state in which we may 
nBtnrally outgrow the present system of 
administration and onr ralera cannot but 
accede to ns"eome of the political rights for 
which we are in vain raising onr voice now. 
My hnmble advice to you in this 
—along with } onr other activities 
yonr opndnot in such a way that o' 
men may not come into ooUision with the 
Gov« foment officials.

I have already trespassed much upon yonr 
valuable time; 1 now ask yon to proceed 
to yonr basiness. One word more andX 
have done. We live in strange times when 
everything seems to be out of joint, .we 
ehonld therefore all be anited in th o n ^ t 
andaotioD and we ehonld f.>rget onr nevh 
narrow self and forego all personal eqaa- 
tions and devote onr heart acd soal tO;t^ 
tme intereeta of oar mother land. 
eelelwated revelation of o l d —

be a living tintii with ns. Again allow me 
i^ ^ m e n , to aoCord yoa all a most hearty 
wcilepme.

*r-»-
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BLEOTION pF  PRESIDENT.
Tba Hon’bla Baba Bhapendra Nath 

Boaa fiwnnily piMpuBuil ttiiiill" Biilni' 
Jbabw a^iC hw " >»«■■■ dw b» liaiiiid 
pMiMin aw—
aaid;.^Er. Chaitman/jMiaB and gantlaman 
I hava baan called apao7 aineaS I antered tlw 
ball to mova that Baba Ambica Chafanv 
Uozamdai do taka tba obair^ I38BIIASIB̂ ' 
it ia a oall, from tbaahair, whioO d o m ti^ h  
to diaobaj. Toa will all admit that tba 
pnaant timea am verp diffiealt indatd 
and I batiay no aacret wbaa I  aa| that 
amoDget ouTaalvea thata woa a eonaidarabla 
diffaranoa of opinion as to whether, having 
regard to the diffioaltiea of the praaent; 
aitaation, the Bengal Piovinoial Confetanae ’ 
ahsnid be held at all. Well, |geqj:l»< 
men, after a great deal of deliberation 
aoi^ not without mnoh miegiving 
W8 deoided to hold the Conferanee, whioh 
yonr preeenoa to>day haa made a anooaaa.
Bat, gentlemen, tboagh we deoided to hold 
the ^nferanoe, we cannot conceal from 
oaraelvea, we cannot pat away from oar 
vieion, the diffioaltiea that enrioand and 
confront aa. We have, on the one 
hand, the growth ol an anaiohioal 
spirit amongst some of oar yoang men 
reenLlng in violence, and crimes against 
parson and nTnna.tv. rnif.irr^nnaralr
on the other hand/'npresaive legislatioos 
coming one after the other, hurled from the. 
heights of Simla, Under these dream •
stances having decided to hold the C >nf!>r< 
ence the qaestion aeose as to who shonld be 
the man|who would gaide the deliberations of 
the Conference. That also was a very diffiealt 
qaeetion; for, gentienun, you will "all 
admit, that the man, who would be called 
upon to preside on each an occasion a< this 
jmut be possessed of great powers atrgaji. 
ingy deliberations moderately and at th,« ^  
same time, with ciarage end strength, 
avoiding, on the one hand, all undue 
lioente and maintainiag on the other, 
a spirit |of moderation and sobriety 
ill the resolutions and speeohes that 
we put before the Oonference. Qentlemen, 
unanimously the ohoioe of the Reosetion 
Committee fell upon my friend Baba 
Ambioa Charon Mozumdat (oheera). Who 
more than he, in all Bengal, East and West, 
has devoted the beat part of an aotite and 
energetic life in the services of his mother-. iJUu
land? Who more than he, hae/T6o3‘'th* 
allurement 8 of office and temptation of power 
and privilage and has preferred to remain 
with the people for whom he has fought so 
valiantly and at snoh tremendous seorificea P 
Whose eervioes are greater than hie P ■
He has worked not o^y in the field of I 
politicB but also in the fmore dangeroue<^' 
and diffioult e^re-~that of aooial j 
reform in Bengal. Wheraver a grisvenoJ 
had to be leueaaed, either political or 
social, #hsTever any depressed olads, 
either politioel or social, had to bs ru a e d s i^  
the voiee of Bahn Ambioa Ohotan wmh ’ 
ale ays heard, firm and strong, in the caine 
of jastioe, troth and libetaliem.i 
Qentlemen, soeh a man was wanted 
to prmide on an ocoasion like this 
and if the times have been diffioalt 
the man, we have' ohoeen, is worthy. 1 
will not reooant to yon the claims of my 
friend to oconpy the position that'we have 
acoorded, or are going to aooord to him on 
this occasion. To all Bengal he is as well- 
known as to me. 1 wUl appeal to yon, 
delegates and visitors, to lend to ' him, adl i 
^Cnr moral eopport on an ocoasion so dM-1 
oolV 1 appeal to yon to ezeroise |tl(e |  a /  
eti^gest srato of reatnmt and moderation I /
upon n  that yon do and eay, so titiiiA '

h'
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ijtm . e u  sake th« patii of m j to ta l lad 
*diffioolt thaa it oraJuaril^ ii. Tkoro an , no 
donbt^ olonds on the liarnson, dark, dismal 
andibntaning: bat we have agoodhalnu* 
mai^t onr b e^  and I  am ran  he will b» 
able to steer ear ooniie safely throngh all 
the diSoaltiea of the present sitnation. I 
thenfon, appeal to yon with all oonfidenos, 
that yon will accept with aealamation 
my proposal that over this C^nfennoe Baba 
A nbioa Oharan do preside.

Mr. J. Ohosal seconded the resolation in 
the coarse of which he said Ladies and 
gentlemen, after the bsantifal speech which 
yea have jost heard from the Hon’ble Baba 
Bhapendra Nath Bose, then is very little 
left for me to say about the president to be 
elected.,Ofeonrse, I do not mean, to say that 
he has esbansted the snbject. 1 could keep yon 
the whole day by enumerating the services 
of Babu Ambioa Charan if 1 were to state 
them hen. He is well-knowu to yon aU, to 
all Bengal and for the matter of that to the 
Whole of India. He has been a Congresei* 
man from the very beginning of thev 
movement and hie figure has always 
adorned the platform of the Oongrese. Hie 
speeches have been greatly admired by the 
whole audience. Yon ha'fe heard under 
what difflsaUies this year’s Confenuce has 
bsen held. TTuder these oirenmstanoss 

wanted the safest man and the 
ablest possible man who has not only got. 
the general expsrienoe, but who has presided 
before at another Provincial Conference 
and his experience in the post will also be 
a safe guide to him on this ocaasion. I  need 
not say anything farther. I  heartily second 
the proposal.

Mr. A. Bssnl snppoited the proposition.
He said ; '•Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentle
men: I  have been oelled upon to support 
the resilotion. The previous speakers 
have said ell that can be said about Babu 
Ambioa Charan Moznmdar. I don't think 

need say anything more than this that 
he is a leader who is universally respected 
by Hindus and Mahomedans alike.
Jheers) I  have great pleasure in snpporting ^  

that Baba Ambioa Charan Mozumdai 
do take the chair on this oooaeion.

Babu Jogendra Nath Mnkhetjee '.lent 
his support to the reiolution. He said:~>
Ladies and gentlemen, I have great pleasure 
in supporting the resolution. Babn Ambioa 
Oharan has been a public man in ’̂ e n ^  
for many years and we have listened to 
'the eloqaent terms in which the hon’ble 
mover of this resolation has referred to 
his merits. I need hardly dilate on the 
ezoelient eeivioss done by him in the Legis
lative Connoil ana the pnblio platforms 
in Bengal and above all, the exoelleiit 
work-~the silent,; unobtrusive worft-~that 
he has done in bis day-to-day life, Grsn*le- 
men, I  have great pleaiure in assooiating 
m ys^ with this resolation, ,

The resolution being farther supported,by 
Babu Eishori Mohan Ghandhury ' of 
Bajshahi, Rai Debendra Chandra Ghore 
Bahadur and Rai Srinath Pal Bahadur, it 
was carried with abclsmatioa.

/ /
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rather Delegates,
I am no doabt thankful to yon for the 

honor yon have done ms by eleoling me 
a second time as the Preeideot of this 
Oonterenoe; bat I mast oonfess to a 
feeling of no small embarrassment in 
being sammoned to iill this post on tbe 
present ocoasion, not only bsoanse of the 
suddenness of yont mandate, but still 
more on oocoont of the extremely difficolt 
and delioite natnre of the present sitnation 
and the very nnfavonrable condition in
which we meet here to-day. The
oonntry is passing through a mighty 
transition big with the fate of a straggling 
people and the palitical atmosphere is 
enveloped in deep and dark clouds, surcharged 
with violent Currents of opposing forces, 
while the answering waves of tremendous 
reaction ore in bewildering succession surging 
from one end of the oonntry to the other.
Doubts suspicion and distrust surround us 
on all sides, while preiudioe and p^ion seem 
to have darkened the path that lies before 
ns. At such a critical juncture yon really 
needed the services of the expert mariner to 
steer your deliberations clear through
Scylla and Charybdis and not of a freshwater 
sailor who might dash against the one in . 
his anxiety to avoid ths other. Ton have, 
however, made your choios and the
responsibility must also be yours.

THE PRESENT SITUATION.
Gentlemen, it is the theme of ths hour. It 

is the one engrossing topic in every man’s 
mouth as it is in everv man’s heart. But 
as in natare,*iso in politics, things most 
commonly talked of are sometimes the least 
understood and the present situation in India 
has bee ime one of those problems for which 
almost every one of ns seems to have got a 
ready solution, but of which very few of ns 
have probably got a dispassionate end 
adequate conception. That situation on the . 
face of it is neither a rebellion nor a revoln- 
.tbn, but the first distinct manifestation of 
an evolution in the natural development of 
a people slowly nurtured and atrengthened 
for over a century under the bracing 
influence of ths free and progresfivc . 
institutions of one of the most advane( -•'C 
nations in tbe wetlJ. The sithe*
tipn was long foreseen and anticipated bjr 
those who are really responsible for it aim 
who took a certain amount of just pride in 
hsviug sown the seeds for it. ^

Lord Macaulay, speaking in 1833̂
on the renewal of the charter of thC;
ESast India Company, s a i d ' ‘It may 
he that the public mind of India 
may expand under our system; that 
by good government we may ednorte our 
subjects into a capacity for batter govern
ment ; that having become ' instructed in 
Enropean knowledge, they may in some 
fntnre age demand European Institutions.
Whether such a day will ever come 1 know |
not. Bnt never will I  attempt to avert or | / /  /  \
retard it. .Woenever it comes, it wilt bo the j
Mondest day in ths history of England.^^
Ujtfortunat^, however, though ths *' prou^l '  1 »
dost day" hha dawned, that just pride has, / />  ̂ •. ^r*-**-^ f
degenerated into jealousy and snspicioi^ - —
Piuallel motions have converged and | 
polliding interests have clashed and straine4 
the cordial relation between a dominant, 
and a subject race. Doubt and snspioiOBi 
on the one hand, and want of ooufideniiie 
and distrust on the other, have distorted 
and-magnifled the real view of the dtUr 
ation, while interested parties, no leu than 
utserupalons alarmists and sensation- 
mongers, have not been slow to fan
^0  fire into a blazs which has spread fair 
f^d  wide and now threatens to ooneums the 
ivihiolo bountry. ,
‘ In giving this diort and simple 
version of the sitnation I by no meant 
ignore the excesses to which the rising tide 
has led, the ravages it has already done and 

. the disastrous oaosequences with which it 
still threatens the constitution. An Un
fortunate reaction in the policy of that 
constitutim bad visibly set in for some time 
past when the ungenerous and relentlsaB 
attitude of an uneympathetin MwtionanJ 
administrator completely unhinged heads 
of a handful of miagiraed yonngmanwho 
u u  amdt sasd the insane pnoeetUnge
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of thif mioroBOOino minority 
u  negligible in other mntteie nnd on 
other ooeidone hnve at onee alienefad 
the ^n ^ th iM  of the dominant race and 
oorerM a eubject people with unmerited in
famy and diegraoe. Apart from the moral 
iniquity of these impious proeeedings, they 
have produced a most disastrous e S ^  upon 
that natural evolution which inspite of many 
difficulties had been steadily working its way. 
Like Empedocles, these mad mrn have 
leaped into the fiame in the vain delusion 
of being returned to the gods little 
recking that it was possible for the gods to 
have drawn the entire nation into the 
crater and destroy them in the consuming 
fire. ___iarnmmmrnimmmm.

If any of these fanatical philosophers 
: is present in this assembly and within the 
teach of my voice, him I  ask in yonr name 
and in the name of the country, whom are 
they serving by their dark and' dastardly 
proceedings. Is it their own interest, is it 
the interest of the country, 'or the interest 
of humanity that they ate advancing by 
their atrocious and abominable oondnotP 
Martyrdom can never be the reward of 
cowardly assassins, traitors have nowhere 
nerved their motherland and humanity 
has in all ages positively refused 
to recognizs the brotherhood of secret 
murderers. The primeaval curse of the 
man that first lifted his hand against a 
brother has in all coantries dogged the 
steps of these common enemies of society, 
while history, mythology and tradition have 
all alike Imnded down their nsmee to 
posterity branded with infamy and disgrace. 
Doubtless they have fire in them ; bat it 
oonnot be the Promethean spark, though 
it may be tbe oonsamiug fire that eternally 
bums in the snlphnrions region below. The 
noblest of sentimients like the purest of 
fountains when defiled baoome the souree 
of the deadliest of poisons.^/'In the name of 
that sacred sentiment of PatriotLa by 
which they are said to ba guided, or 
rather misguided, in the name of all that is 
dearest and nearest to their heart, I  appeal 
to these yonngmen, more in sorrow than in 
anger, to seriously consider the position into 
which they have so madly dragged them- 
selves and their country, to think of the 
precious lives that have been Wantonly 
Boorificed, of tbe splendid opportunities which 
have been recklessly blasted and of the 
miseries which have followed in the trun of 
tceir insane proceedings and then confess to 
their own consoienoe if they are not 
n ilty  of the direst of offences^the 
hideous oSence of being, though qnoons- 
c^onsly it may ;be, the -traitors to their 
mother land. If no other voiee will satisfy 
them, let them listen to the solemn warning 
which that venerable Rishi, the Nestor of 
new India and the political Gbiru of modetri, 
Indians, Mr. Dadabhai Naorojij|1ias thrnagh 
his unerring tongue, guided by an unerring 
vision, voiced forth from his sick-bed. "I 
again repeat," says tbe Grand Old Man, “not 
to resort to violence. I  have said odr 
grievances are many and they are just. 
Maintirin the struggle for essential 
reforms with unceasing endeavour and srif- 
aacrlfies peaojfully, patiently and petsever-f 
ingly and appeal without fear or faltering to 
bhe oonseience and righteousness of the 
Britiah nation," and, I  would add, to the 
mercy and pr^eetion of Him who watches 
with equal care the angel’s flight and the 
sQBiTOw’sfall. __
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But, gtntlemen, it is vBtj Ai^rtansteiy 
forgotteo that aasrohnti bslong to no oonn' 
try and to. no nation. They are a raee that 
•tande by itself and is the oommon enemy of 
hnmanity. They are monttei bieths and 
Whether owing to any abnormal eondition in 
their physiologioal strnotnre or any oonml- 
eions of their brains they belong to the des- 
tmotiTS elements in c stare. They may have 
tiamlled from the West to the East, but they 
are neither Aeiatios nor Europeans, neither 
Bengalees or Mahrathae, nor Amerioans 
or Italians in their origin. The Indian 
anarohiet belongs to the same stooh to whiob 
the murderers of Gaiiield,Liaooln and Carnot 
belonged and itWonld be positively as unfair 
and unjust to brand the Bengalees and the 
Mahrathas with anarchism as to charge the 
Americans and the Italians with it. It is to 
be deeply regretted that this aspect of 
the situation should have been praoti- 
oally ignored by the authorities and an 
open crusade declared against sn entire 
population in whieh the innocent havi 
W n equally yivolved with the guilty/' I 
do not, no reasonable man can, believe that 
if one>millionth part of the population of 
this vast continent had actually joined a 
revolutionary movement, any government 
however strong or powerful, oonid have 
within such short a time and so effsctively 
quelled the disturbances i hat have unfortu
nately occurred within the last few years by 
a few pieces of legislation onlyz-rAnii y«  
pMple are not wanting who, apparently 
with a view to satisfy their vanity 
or feed their grudge, would still 
trumpet to the world that there has 
been a deepseated and wide-spread con
spiracy throughout this hapless land which 
the Qovernment have unearthed and are now 
busy engaged in driving from pillar to post 
with a view to its extirpation. They see 
nothing but seething disafieotion and rank 
sedition stalking even in broad day-light 
through the streets of our cities and towns. 
With them there can be no political meet
ings without sedition, while some have gone 
so far as to suspect even inoBensive racial 
gatherings for the amelioration of the social 
condition of the unfortunate depressed 
classee. And, gentlemen, the climax of this 
terrible farce has recently been reached by 
one of these soothsayers who has disoovered 
a secret meaning even in the movement of 
the Kayastha nnnimnnify in R«iiî al fnr
wearing the sacred tnread/andl shall not be 
surprised if he will shortly follow up this 
discovers by an appropriate recommendation 
that this thread should be included either in 
the Arms Act or in the Explosive Snb'stahcee 

'%atTxI hope, 'gentlemen, this great dis
coverer also will soon find his wav into.. 
Parliament and become knigbted/'TEie 
useless to argue with men subject to sneh 
hallnoinations. I would leave them to thp. 
tender cate of the members of the healing

Gentlemen, a correspondent of the Times 
newspaper appears to have recently given 
too mnoh time and attention to this country 
and taken considerable pains to enlighten the 
British public op the actual condition of the 
present situation. His views are of course 
entirely onesided and largely leavened with 
the official prqndices. Whoever he may  ̂
be, he seems, however to have indulged only 
in doing scant justice t.n tlm anThriritiiy 
here and in misleading theAublio 
l i  is no faithful description that he has 
given teithei of the present situation or of 
the present policy. He has indeed exhaiuted 
all his powerful energies in flogging the/ecd 
horse instead of breaking the living one. He 
has mads a sustained effort in impressing 
Upon the British public, and, tor aught afo 
know, may have even partially succeeded id; 
auaking them believe that India etitl eon-' 
tihaes to be in a state Of ttmed insuriaotian 
l̂ nd th* fete of their Indian Empire ie even 
now ttembliug in the balanSe, and thatif 

' the Em^re ie not to be given up, st^l more 
draetie meaaures mnet be Teeorted to. Gentle 
men. Sit Henry Cotton, who has always hwn 

i e  of t̂he greatoet and trhMti ftwida of 
a  who io etet wahdM M gaiiffihfil j
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her,faltered uunwited mlDoiBiei
andmiinipaaaiitttioiM, h u  at once giv«a a 
■hoit bat inoiiiva nply to this writw. Ho 
baa with bio obanotariotio ioaight into men 
and mattoia truly pointed out the root canoe 
of the Indian nnrest oo haring been alwayo 
deap*aeated in the naaympothetio and 
retrograde polity of the latter-day adminia* 
tration of tmo eonntry and not in any 
frmizy or inordinate ambition of the people 
for taw in g  off the Britioh yoke. In fact 
we all know that the' temporary ontbnrot 
of lawleeoneH, whioh woe neither so 
organizjd noreo widespread, has nearly 
enbaided, thongb the feeling of dio* 
content, of whioh it woe a wild 
manifeetatioo, no doubt atill eziote and io 
perhaps ailently deepening owing to the 
extremely draatio measarea adopted and 
peraioted in by Government in dealing with 
the eitnation. Theie meaaaref, if not 
wholly nnjaatafied under the Grat impnlee of 
a pinio, have been tbronghont ont of all 
proportione and are aingnlarly inappropriate, 
if not positively hannfnl, to the present 
eitnation. Gentlemen, neither yon nor I 
can believe that any secret ssciety now 
exists in thii eonntry. Those that were 
hatohed have been snooessfnlly trooked and 
nipped in the bad. The few incidents 
whioh have lately ooonrred and given 
fresh shook to the people and the Go
vernment are not, calmly oonaidered the 
work of any living organization, but the 
spaamodio efforts of the scattered remnants 
of the defnnot associations. To suppose 
that these societies still exist, or that new 
ones have bron formed, is to draw very 
largely upon snepioion and to frnitlesely 
persist in a wild goose ohase to the worry 
of the Government, to the annoyanoe and 
dietnrbanee of the pnblio, bat to the bensGt 
of none, exeept perhaps the mammoth 

jC. I, D. and a special section of the gentle
men of the long robe. Gentlemen, 
e r a  the snthorities themselves seem to be 
not very eonfident of nnearthing fresh 
developments; although there are those who 
wonll yet fain exaggerate the situation in 
order to magnify their achievement. One 
day it is reported that the state of the 
eoantry is infinitely better ohd things are 
improving politiodly, and then within a 
-brief, space of time a drastio n^easnre is 
recommended and the whole oodntry is 
startled with the news of the nnearthing 
of formidable conspiracy whioh afterwards 
tarns ont to be nothing more than the 
raking np of old ashes and the opening np,

I of new sores in the bitter (memories 
of the past. And there are those 
whose oocapation would be /(fanr if~ 
the sensations were at an end. 
Gentlemen, the British pnblio are naturally 
bssrildered amidst the mass of oonilLating 
reports and oontradietory informations whiiA 
are virtually the prodnodons of thsee agen
cies and the British Parliament is easily dis
inclined to interfere and Gnd it more con
venient to allow matters to drift, the respon
sibility being with the infallible man on the 
spot. The Gcvernmmit of India is also not 
able to resist the pressnre of the looal Govern
ments and the Looal Governments of the 
Magistrates. And what are the Magistrates, 
bat the moathpiees of tiu great 0, 1- D.l?̂  
Thus it is the redoubtable C. I. D.^ 
that really presses the key and commands 
the tons. The rriMdn machinery moves 
responsive to its tonoh and sings the song 
arranged on the reoord. And in this manner 
the repressive measnres eontinne to be 
tightened at every step amidst oongratnla 
tory reports and sensational misrepresenta*. 
tions. Bat what are we to helieve P If the 
reports are true that the sitnation has 
improved, the eontinnonoe of the repreeafim 
niMsares is a grievons injnstiee to the peo^e 
and a deoepdon to the lQovernment|; wherws 
if the repressive measnres are still justified, 
the oongrotdi^oaa are simply nhdasaitadi 
Tam omnnt team the eandle at' bd^ ipndi.
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Gentlemen, the hietory ■ of , |thew re* 
preBsive meunree, thoagh ebort, i« yet e 
very painfal ohepter in the history of British 
role in ladio and the bewildetini; snooession 
in whioh they have closely ftdlowed at the 
heels of one another and the tenaoity with 
which they are still sought to he maintained 
amidst glariag contradictions, inconsistencies 
and misnpresentations contain an indictment 
from which either the administrations or the 
people oan hardly escape nnscathed, Thtse 
repressive meaentes as yon are all aware first 
appeared in the form of certain famous cir* 
ouhsrsin oonnectioo with the Partition of 
Bengal and the Swadeshi movement. These 
are now matters of history. They were 
followed by an Ordinance, the validity of 
which was doubted by competent authorities 
both here as well as in England. All this 
was then legalized and the Prevention of 
Seditious Meetings Act was paieed in 
November, 1907, for a period of three years. 
This was quickly followed by the Newspaper 
Aot passed in June, 1908, for the prevention 
of incitoments to murder and other offences 
in newspapers and for the' forfeiture of the 
press u i^  in printing such papers. 
V7ithin a brief epaee of six months 
the Indian Criminal Law Amendment 
Aot was forged for giving short shrift 
to political offenders and the establishment 
of special tribunals for their trials. Then 
came that Gagging Aot, the Prese Law of 
Pebmary, 1909, followed by the re-enactment 
of &e Seditions Meetings Act in anticipation 
of its expiration by efflux of time.

Gentimen, such a budget ofrepressire 
measures was not presented to the country 
even in. the dark days of 1858. And the 
modest reoommendation of one of the 
self-constituted advisers of Government 
yet is to assimilate the laws of 
the oountoy with those of the Penal 
Settlement in the Andamans and 

' quietly convert this vast Empire into 
a eonvict uttlement. Gentlemen, if this 
reoommendation ever comes to be accepted, 
it would indeed be the prondeet day in the 
hutory of British rule in India and I  for one 
would readily vote for this veritable Draco 
to be the first life governor of this great 
settlement; for Mintos and Bakers, Clarkes 
and Hewetts would then no longer be 
required for the administration of this 
Empire, Gentlemen, the bare possibility of 
a shameless suggestion like this in the heart 
of this great Empire itself carries with it 
the idea of the height from which and 
the depth into which some of ns 
may be fallen under the intoxicating 
influence of the measures that have 
been passed within the last two years and in 

'the Bitnatiolt> which we ore placed. And. 
gentlemen, what is the , result of these 
repressive measures? The right of freedom 
of speech and the liberty of the 
press—the two most preoioos and boasted
privileges of the British oonstitntimi and uf 
the British subject have for the time being 

I been abrogated and British laws praotiOtliy 
I suspended in the administration of at least a 
i part of oriminal jnstioe in  this country. The 
platforms have been effeotively closed and 

I  the Indian press has been praotically muatl- 
ed. Neither the one nor the othar can 
now be heard to , freely voice forth 
the real grievaiioet, the aehtimoits 
and opinions of the people and 
political life in India has well-nigh become 
extinct. Tho authorities have been rid of 
the inoonvmUntlmd much abused politiud 
agitator, while the Indian press thoh|b 
not wholly devoted, as ray friend the 
Hon’ble Bhnpendta Nath Basn wouMen^t 

1 to "the disonsaion of the atate of ajEfurs in 
I ’̂ b a o tn o i Kamsphatka, odiho agriwiitiirM
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MBditiaa'of Bnuil or Meiiop” BieTotobla 
Tory little to n v  with perfeot ireedom 
about the aotoal oonditlon of thinge ia the 
either provinoee ol Bengal or in Bombay 
and Madrae. It has been ehom of muon 
of itel^itimate datiee ae it hae been 
plaoed in oonetant dread of thoee whose aoti 
it is its bonnden duty to oritieise and whose 
vegaries its legitimate fnnotion to bring to 
l in t  and expose. The emoothneae with 
wnioh pnblio affairs may be carried on 
nnder snob a system may be good for the 
bareaneraey ; bat it cannot be good for the 
people, nor in the long ran good for an 
enlightened administration. A servile 
people, a snbservient press and an enligh
tened administratton can go ill together.
I  am no prophet; bnt very little 
knowled^ of prophecy is repaired to predict 
the inevitable eonaeqaenoes of the violation 
of any fundamental principle of natnre. If 
you have to aasooiato with debased and 
degenerate people.^on most sooner or later 
yonrself descend from your lofty pedestal. 
And gentlemen, neither yon nor I  can doubt 
that if the present state of things will oon- 
tinne for any length of time, the Government 
may have to regret even more than the 
people themselves for the lamentable con- 
sequences of its present policy. Even if the 
situation were worse than it is,these measures 
would be worse than the rdisease. They are 
no remedies for the situntion, no not even 
palliatives, they are mere make shifts.

Gentlemen, the most serious objections to 
the new Press Law consists first in the tight 
steel curb it has put into the mouth of the 
existing papers and secondly in the check it 
has psimanently placed apon the growth of 
new ones. In many a less important matter 
Government has wisely reservM to itself the 
right to an initiative as a safeguard, and it 
is to be deeply’regretted that in an impor
tant matter like the development of the 
press the entire control either directly or 
indirectly should have been praotically Tested 
in the Masistrates who ore mostly raw 
young civilians of very little judgment 
and still less experience. It is difficult to ^  
conceive either the propriety or the wis)iJoii/' 
of a policy under wbioh these officers,' who 
are directly in contact with the people and 
cdn as such hardly divest themselves of their 
personal likes and dislikes, an  being provi
ded ootopus-like^witbl tentaoliM to carry on 
-tfieir operations in almost every direction. 
They an  after all human beings though 
belonging to a heaven-born service. Nor is 
the speoteole either ennobling or edifying of 
having the habitual thief, the regular publib 
man and the professional journalist all 
grouped together under the same category 
and handed over to the Magistrate fOr 
security for good behaviour. Then, 
gentlemeu, although the bigger ano- 
mote advaucsd provinces, wUch have 
already formed and developed a press of 
their own, may be able somehow to tide over 
the strong currents of this rebograde policy, 
^hat would be the fate of the newer and 
more backward provinces or in plainer 
language of the provinoes of Eastern 
Bengal, the Punjab and the North-Western 
Frontier which are lighted periodically {only 
through the aurora horealit of offioiu. 
eommuniquet and reports, or at best 
by the struggling borrowed light 
of luminaries in otiier epheres  ̂ Will 
any independent press, this free and 
fearless exponent of pnblio thought arid 
opinion, be possible in any of these ptovin- 
ees under the present law 1 Perhaps Um 
reply may be that it is not wanted. GimtlŜ  
men, I am not connected with the press Uid 
my old colleagues in the congress may 
remember how so early as 1881̂ 1 raised my 
feeble warning voioe against soarrilloas hewa- 
papera and suffered for my opinion. Bil|. 
my heart aches as I  reflect how the Indhilt 
press stands to-day quite emasoulated sriteit 
after more than fifty years of stnggle l t l^ >  
fmrly artabUshedits olaim totlm ranks^: 
tfie rights and the privileges of the fodrj^ 
State* By all means enrh and oontrid tlw 
tabid papers; but for God's sake and 
the sake of this glorious empire do not 
j|iy the axe at the root of healthy, vigorous
j|nd ihdepeadent journalism,
" ^ .......... ''
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Th*n, wnUemea ’“ to <̂*9 
the Sediiaoae Meetinga Act, I  m» »*'«<> gapreni® Qoy«niin*ttt hft# yeildŵ ratljyf too 
feadily to the pM«8«»Io£ tho prorinoial gov- 
efnmeiita and adminlstiationolin granting a 
laithei l«aw of life to this piaoaof nn-Bntuti 
legulation. One thiog however vary re* 
0aikabla aboot the opiniona of thrae local 
governments is that the mote backward an 
administration the more pronoonoed has bean 
its opinion in favoat of tbis xepraiaive msa* 
■are. Bat, gentlemen, apart from the earnest 
demands of these local governmanta, whom 
no one>ver expected to be in favour of the 
removal of a single engine, maty or fresh, 
blant or sharp, from the atmonry of Govern* 
ment after it had once found its place there, 
one wouU in vain seek for an adequate ex* 
planationin thê  elaborate proceedings of the 
Buprema Oounoil in support of its extension. 
Sis Excellency the Ytceroy in winding up 
the debate while fnUy^reoognizing'the sonni* 
nuf, truth au i commonsentg of the opposi 
tion of the “wild ouratee’’ praotieallj[ gave 
out the whole truth in aceents whioh could [ 
not be very mueh mistaken when he said, “I I 
do not think it_ would be right either by 
repeal of the Seditioue Meetinga Act or by its 
re*eoaotment in perpetuity to commit my 
snooeisor to a policy whioh he had not 
eoffioient opportunity of judging and of 
whioh he m ^ht not approve, eo that the 
Viosroy wasjevidently oouaultiog nmther his 
own views nor the views of some of hie 
impatient oounoillor ,̂ but was solrly 
thinking of hie suooseeor whom he was 
most generously anxious not to commit 
to n policy to which he was no 
party ant as tooths jabundness of whioh, 
reading between the lines, he himself after 
full three years’ experiment was apparently 
not eouvinced,’’ But his|Lordship evidently 
forgot that he was not called upon to repeal 
this enaotment whioh would die a natural 
death in oonrse of a few months if only no 
attempt were made to keep up its vitality 
by means of arti&oial respiration ; and as 
to ^His Bxoellenoy’s most laudable 
anxiety for not committing his suooeseor, 1 
am afraid that he has defeated his own 
piurposs by re-enaating the measure and 
has committed his sueaessor to the prisent 
policy. Lord Hardings upon assuming hie 
high office will  ̂find this measure on 
the Statue Book and for aught we know may 
very well feel the same delicacy in distuibiog^ 
the polioy of his more exoarienoed piedeeasm. 
So between the interohonge of these delieate 
consideration and the exchange of official 
eomplementa, and coarteeies tlm Seditiaos 
Meetings Act bids fair not to be disturbed at 
alh On the other himd, (gentlemen would it 
pot have bean more ip eonsommca with the 
ganerous intention of His retiring Bxoellenoy 
to have allowed the measure to expire by 

{ efflux of time and leave hia aueoeaeor’e ^ n d  
oompletoly unfettered. The Aet would mvo 
expired in November next and even if Inrd 
Q^dinge eould not have aaiamed office 
{jumediatiMy on its expiration a ehiihtt inter.

/ ^ n u th  of la few weeks for tffis im^iialistie 
^asore could not have very mnoh altered 
I (jip ajtuation.

I r ^ n t l ^ e n ,  we all know^thot Lord Minto 
' ̂ ^hc^9d to a legacy of trouUes whioh were! 
^^ely nud wholly the creation of his auto, 
uta^o predecessor and although Lord
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Inimoi^Bly told no that 
tha ronnt^ peift^y quiet neither 

OoilfeiiiipoTaî  nor fotare verdiot will acquit! 
Mmof OM not of the r^boneibility of the 

latioia^ Bnt deplorable as it may 
the faot remains that one of the d^keat 

ohimtere in Indian histo^ will have to be re- 
eorded in the name of &e*generons Earl of . 
Minto. All the represaiye ‘meaenres belong | 
to hie reign and tbongh he may have been 
driven to them by the exigenoies of the earli
er aitnation it were very mnoh to be wiehed 
and indeed the Indian pnblio had fondly 
hoped that lome at least, if not all, of these 
exeeptional meaenrea wonid be bnried before 
he laid down the reins of hie great offioe. 
When the day oomes, and oome it will as the 
day fallows the night, it will be the glory of 
some fatnre Bipon to crder |the|fnneral 
of Itheee extraordinary 'measarea and then 
pa^san jonmalists and unoomprcmieing 
bsanraorate will join in singing the awfnl 
dirge while dnbioaa oounoillora and ministers 
will (vie ‘with one another in adding their 
shovel foil of earth to bury these"meaenrea/ 
The veil will be nplifted, the freedom of 
speech and the liberty of the prsea will be 
restored and India will onoe again rejoice 
in the glorione eonsbine of peace, progress 
wd contentnient,

the most ooogenial to the rapid and 
Inxnriant growth of 'rank wooden and theae 
lopteaiive measarea have nowhere ehown 
■nch a remarkable vitality ae in the 
baokward provinoee. The iUeetinga 
Ordinanee was isened in Maroh and 
the Seditions Meetings Ant wm natp^  
in ^vsm W , 1907 ; lij^rbow many distriote

w

/  /  - -

in West Bengal, Bombay or Madras have at 
any time been proclaim^ either nnder the 
one or the other ? Bnt look to the New 
Province, ever einoe the promnigation of 
the first Ordinance, with a few short in
terregnum here and there, neaily the whole 
of Eastern Bengal proper has been plaoed 
under the ban and even now three out 
of the four distriote in the premier division 
of the province oontinne to be proclaimed, 
while |the only other spot within the 
Empire whioh has been marked for this dis- 
tinotion is Bbotak in the Paujab, an eg nail v 
benighted provinee. We have had.,^ williia '  
this period no lees than five Diatriot Oon- 
farences either broken np or prohibited in 
Eastern Bengal; bnt how many of anch 
performanoes and inetanoae of vigorous and 
eSeoient administration has the Qovem* 
ment of Bengal to boast of? Again look 
into the heavy list of boobaland pnblioationa 
noBOtibed, for whioh we are indebted to onr 
iriond Baba Bhnpendra Nath Basn« and . 
there yon meet with a aimilar resnlt. The  ̂
Gentru Provinoee have got the highesit 
number 63 and the North-Weetem Front ieg 
provinoe oomos next with 60, bnt whUs 
Bengal has got only 39 the prond 
promca of Esetern Bengal and Aesam has 
Mored 68. Bnt the hnmonr ie, Biat ont of 
this ligt number of books and pnblioationa 
nearly tbree-foarths ware written, printed 
and published in Weet Bennl though many 
of them have paeeed throngn her oensorship. 
Qentlemen, even pteeoribed text-books have 
not eeoapad this rigorone proaoription, and 
alihongh a British, politiaian and writoTr 
a veritable Tartar in the ehasr, may have 
oome ont with flying oolonrs in a sharp duel 
on the Eoglish soil, he has yet leoeivtd no ’ 
pMsport for His Majeety'a Indian torritoriee. 
mntlemen,the last Bengal Provincial Con- 
ferenos was held at Hnghli and ita present 
session ought properly to have been. bol4  ̂
somewhere-in the Eastern Diatriote. Bnt 
Eastern Bengd bee been poUtiqaUy oonveited;, 
into an ' asylum for the deaf and the dnmV; 
and BO wo have been driven bsok to mart; 
again in this city and in this hutorio hall, tin 
proud heritage of the past and from wliioli 
one branch of the family has now been 
disinheiited, not tbrongh any fratemat, 
diflerenoes or diepntoe, but by a 
fate against wbioh both the branohol! 
bave desperately fought and dgasBy 
failed. QeUtlemen, even the painfol. 
hnmonr of this aitnation ie not witnont ifiii 
lesson. When the three Conierenoee in 
Eastern Bengal were suppressed in March 
last one of the grounds urged for the stop 
token was that they wonid be instnnnantal i4 
importing sedition from Oalontta hot now 
that it tiM beeome pomblo for ESst and West 
Bengal to effect ai jonotion ins^te of this 
jealonay of Oalontta inflaenoe; and the ootdon 
i p r ^  ronndthsnew provinoe, it were well 
to flonsidot  whether it bo a qustion o | export 

ffijpRti^ the open door ot free trade wore 
not uways the beet inpelitioB as it u  in 
•ommerae.
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Gentlement the Indian polioe have, I fear, 
aeqnited rightly or wrongly an nnenvieble 
ropntatloD, and ate omnieoleDoe had 

ineieased by an aeoeadon to 
ite etnngth in the| fonnation of t  
Criminal Inveetigation Depaitment 
whoae enbtle and leeret preeenoe in any 
given place would seem to defy even the moat 
modern applianoee for the baoteriologio^ 
analyais af the air and the water, ̂ j^ liea  
laida and honae-eearehea have bioome ihe 
order of the day and no body, however high 
or low,oan'go to eltep is  fall eeonrity or 
Imowledge in to what morning may 
biteg forth. Fnll99 par enat. m theie 
raida prove abhortive and atill tlu ery ia 
‘they oome'. Nothing ia eaored, nothing : 
nfeand aeonre against these legalised 
trwpasaes. Love'latters, eorreapondenee be*' 
tween husbands and wives, whose inviolable 
eonfidenoe is reapeotad even in barbarons
aoeietiee, undergo the most prying examina- 
tion whieh no Bonssean wqgJdJiazB /  t/^  ^
tolerated if he could help i^vrlSethe '  (, /
umpleat and most ordinary espreasions
of sympathy even from H. F.’a are 
not spared in these high-handed and
irritating proceedings, Gratlemen, the 
regular police which are bad enough have 
oome to be regarded as almost saintly in 
eompaiison to their new oomradea. I  do not 
mean to say that there ahonld be no house*
Mrohes at a ll; but what I do say is, that 
it is quite pcasible to bring t lu  carnival 
of house-raids within reasonable and 
legtimate bounds and mahe them nkne 

e^btive and lees galling and irritatlag to 
the peetie.

Gnntlemen, such is the present eituatioh 
 ̂and we eemostly request the Govern
ment calmly to consider whether 
the drastic treatment whieh iti 
is still persuing is likely to remedy or tO 
aggravate i t  Political meetfogn uve been: 
stopped, the press has been eBSOecnlated and 
the schools have been converted ittito Pastdbk 
Institutes for anti-rabi inoouldtim of our 
boys through the agency of the ']Cdnoati(^>
De^inmlSh^ During the last year there 
were no political meetings held either in the \ 
new or in the old Province, several nodS: {

Spers have been oonfieoated,;, while 'othere < 
ve been sncceesfnlly musaled and onr 
yonng men have been effeotively aegregated.
But what is the .. reeultP Inspiti 

of thhse prsoButioip^ : maasniet 
mnrdm have been committed and |
gang easea are still pending. The polioe ate 
more bney in hunting the Saadetii Uum in 
nttendipg to th«r legitimate dntiee and 
erimeeareneoesaatily gi&gan inosaein^hy 
leaps end bonvds. The High OoiM has no I 
les^ the Government no panro and ibel
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eonabyno weari^ of liCs and {(ojpaol .̂ ! 
Than whj ̂ eniit in thtoe lopnaiiTa nieomm 
which do not and cannot touch tUa abnoimnl'̂  
monifactation ol cecrct Tiolsnec« bat imva • 
only to bairaw and alienate the inofEenciTe 
bulk of the population P Ineitemcnta to 
icore^ treasonable offences oannot be pnaoh- ‘ 
ed in open meetinge, or in the columns 
of the public piees, aud if they ore 
done 80 the b r^ ie g  ground can bo 
tbs more eaeily epotted and dealt 
with being expoBid to open daj-light. .On 
the contrary the oloeing of the pUtforms 
and the memlingof the prene^ have the 
effeot on the one hand of oalting off aU 
oonneetioDB between the better mindein 
the country and the publio and oa the other 
hand of opening additional opportunities 
for evil-doers to carry on, if thev oboosr, 
their ceoret propiganda exparte. These 
tepreseive measures therefore c^n only ha 
justified on the assumption that the whole 
or the bulk of the population is partieeps 
eriminis in these atrocious proceed
ings. But, gentlemen, I presume we 
have not yet arrived at such a stage in 
the disoneeion of the present situation, and 
Ood willing we hope never to come to it. 
We therefore earnestly hope Qoveinment 
will take a calm, diepassionate and rational 
perspective of the situation and remove these 
unjusb and unmerited slur and stigma on a 
loyal, law-abiding and rising people.
t Gentlemen, even the darkest clouds have 

sometimes their silver linings and amidst 
all these repressive measures and methodc 
the Gevernment of Lord Minto is distin
guished for.

THE REFORMED COUNCILS.
These Counoile may count for mueh, 

although they do count for something, iu 
their present shape and constitution ; but 
they ore the embryoa which foreshadow a 
great birth in that natural evolution of the- 
national life tojwhioh I have already referred, 
and anises Providence should otherwise 
o rd ^  Lord Minto is destined to be one 
day recognized as the Simon de Montford of 
an Indian parliament. But, gentlemen, in 
this,' aa in many other matters of reform, a 
close and powenul heauracracy has done all 
it could to retard if not to destroy tiie 
vitality of thess embryonic institutions. 
The BegulatkOns by introducing a enriens 
and mischievous form of representation 
by caste and creed have marred 
the prospects of a great scheme and 
diyeeted it of much of its usefnlneas aa 
well ae its attraction. Gentlemen, it was 
tSir Edward Baker who while opening his 
first new council '  truly pointed out that 
the enoeess of the new constitution depended 
not only upon the people's representetives, 
hut also upon the officers and ministers of 
the State: for it lay on them to give the 
scheme n it only a loyal, but a thoroughly 
ungriudgine and sympathetic reception. 
Unfortunately however Six Edward's 
'generous exhortation has np to this time 
fsllen practioally on deaf ears, and men 
are not wanting who in open dis
regard of the dignity and majesty of the 
Braate ore found to indulge in -unseemly 
railleries at the 'expdhee of their colleagnM 
who may have the misfortune of not being 
able to appreciate the very kind attention 
so generously paid to " dietiugnisnsd 
:outsidera" visiting their territories. Thus 
the relation between the wild curates and 
the wise pastors still continues to be as 
unestisfactory as it need to be under the old , 

.system, It is however confidently hoped 
w t  tba. Regulations will be materially 
-altered at the next elections and the houeea i 
put in better order than at present.

Gentlemen, I  have neither the time, nor 
tbs strength, to enter into a dieonssion of 

the burning topiiM of the day. Most of 
these wilt receive your attention during the 

' debatss of this Conference. But I eanhot 
afnii from nsy. addrm at least a passing 
referanee to that topic of topiae, the question 
pf ntnob-abaeed >

i -

/o

r l

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



m

X'

whioh nndet a divioe ioflaenos has broken 
the slambn of ages and made the dead bones 
in the valley ins^ot with life. We have 
been lepeat^y told that there oonld be no 
objection to it if only it were divested of the 

’boyoott, whioh is asmnoh as to say that 
there would be no objection also to t u  boy-; 
eott if only it were divested of the Swadethi i f  
Qentlemen, we might with equal oomplaoenoe 
be assured that the Seditions Meetings Aot 
would not be proolaimed in any distriob If | 
only we were to guarantee that no pnbljflj 
meetings would be held in the country,^^We 
certainly depreoate violenoe either in Swa-' 
deshi or any other matter; but boycott or 
no boycott we are pledged not to ^ee foreign 
articles BO far as practicable, audio that 
pledge we adhere, call the' movement 
by any name yon choose. God is our 
witness, that movement is not based upon 
jealousy or hatred, bat upon love and in
stinct of self-preservation. Gentlemen, if
the 16th of October is the darkest day hLiluL_
history of Bengal, the 7th of Augusts the 
brightest in her annals and the f̂ ntnfe his- 
tori|m is bound to record on that day the 
biitii or a new nation^ As Bengal was never 
more united than when she was divided, the 
Bengalees were never so inspired with lofty, 
ideals as r^en the Swadeshi movement was 
started. Gentlemen,apart from the manifold 
blessings whioh this movement has secnred 
to the country in its economic develop
ment and material prosperity, whioh I  need 
not recount, it has done a much greater i 
work, nobler in oonceptioo, far-reaching in ' 
its operation and more enduring in its 
results: It has elevated the tone of the 
moral oharaoter andr strengthened the 
moral fibre of the people. The much-abused 
lawyer no doubt exists as he is bound to 
exists, but the rage for the lawyer’s profes
sion is on the wuie. Though shadowed by 
others the Hindus of Bengal at all events 
have given up the mean praotice
of shadowing the effioials for favours 
and preferments. They have at last |
learnt to stand oa their legs. I am not 
idtogether unthankful to Government for 
having caat away my race, for it will make 
them more self-respecting, more self-reliant 
and more resourceful in the end. GentlC' 
inen, I  feel bound to give expression to the 
profound feeling of disappointment in the 
oonntry owing to the failure of the 7th 
August Celebration this year. It could 
not be done in the backwhrd-forward 
province of Eastern Bengal as it was under 
the proclamation ; aut it is a matter of the 
^ p e s t  regret that an administrator like 
Sir Eldwatd Baker should have thought it- 
necessary to prohibit it in tbe older province  ̂
and even in this city, the metropolis of
the Empire, particularly as at iu> 
time in the history of this celebration has 
there been a single incident affecting 
the slightest degree the 
tranquility of the public./tTe^lemen, it 
ought to be borne in minf that as there is, 
enperstition in avoiding superstition, so 
there may be boycott in preventing boyoottij 
But genllfmen, celebration or no celebra
tion the Swadeshi whioh is the bogbear 
of the Indian beauroctaoy has onme -to 
stay in the country and ie not likely to 
be beaten out of it under any oironmstau'cc.

Gentlemen, I now ^comei i^tolthe last b p  
perhaps the foremost of rnr gtievanees, the 
most painful sere that afflicts our natnte 
anfi the ^ p e s t  wound whioh rankleo^
os» beaut..
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; JfdflUyaMiit ffiain «ul. ■gain Ht ba*
J biM antiutitahvely abttad tliat the 
(ite titim  of Bmgal ia a aettled faet anl 
I t e t  theta is nothing farther to he 
laud or done ahont it, bnt, again 
and again have the people of Bewal with 
eqnal perianBoity though not wiu equal 

1 anthority r e ta i l  to aooapt it ae a rattled 
I qheah<nn|phat the Putition ‘‘has |one wholly 
I and decisively against the mhee of the 

majority of the people oone8med*’is admitted, 
that it has been oneof the“hageet blandeta', 

lever committed under British mle is 
frankly confessed, and that it has been the 

I root cause of the present nniest has been 
I offirially reocgnized. Bnt though this 
bungling measure still oontinnes to be as 
nnpopnlar and irritatine as ever, though it 
has thrown a peaceful country almost into a 
boiling oanldron aod put such a severe strain 
npon the resources of Government in 
maintaining peace and order, and though 
after four years of experiment it stands 
openly’oondemned from all sides, while there 
is no longer any one so bold as to admit either 
its authorship or its responsibilities, yet by a 

I strange irony of fate both the Secretary of 
State and the Prime Minister have openly 
declared with all the emphasis they could 
command that the present arrangemint 
was unalterable and they would be 
no party either to its rev̂ itsal or 
to its modification, as if the rectiiioa- 
Hon of an admitted blunder could be ever 
oonatrned as other than an i nnmistakable 
act of generosity and wise statesmanship 
on the part of a strong Government. There 
is indeed such staggering inconsistency 
between the verdict and the sentence pro- 
nonnoed in this particular case that one 
wonders if there is realiy a mysterious and 
misohlevons fatality dogging the steps of 
the solution of this vexed question 
which has throughout baffled all attempts 
to secure a fair and adequate consi
deration on its merits. At its initial sta^e 
this fetal measure, which did not at all 
affect party politics in England, as indeed 
no measure ever does which concerns India 
alone, was ounoeded as a eop for the hnmi- 
liation of a retiring Viceroy, while in ita 
subsequent stages it was praotioally shelved 
to lilenoe a heokliog opposition under 
oiroumstanoes of no ordinary diffionlty and 
emharrassment. It seams however never 
to have ooonrred to either party in England 
how these repeated and emphatic prononnoe- 
meats of the highest authorilies in 
the Empire and how these repres- 
eive meaaorea vigorously oerrisd on for 
four yeata have failed to silenoe the people 
,who still persist in their desperate resolve 
to alter this unalterable arrangement by 
meane of oonstitutional agitation. la it not 
Kit least proof ptesnmptive of one thing that 

grievaneis of the Partition are not 
quite BO imaginary as they were at one 
time enpposed to be and that the wonrid 
oaneed by it is too deep to ba healed np by 
any hat the moat eympathetio treatment P 

Gentlemen, it has almost grown into a 
fashitn in oerbain quarters to disoohnt thO 
agitsdplen against the Partition as bring 
barad upon mere mntimental oonsideration, 
as if when that is said all is said 
in jnatifioation of a msasure whioh
has prodneed snob a deplorable teosioh 
between the rulers and the ruled and oreated

Ieuoh an intolerable eitnetion both for tlm 
Govenunant ae well ae the people. This 
is after all a atook argument whioh in one 

|idmpe or another is not altogether unfimiliaT 
I'eyen in ordinary life when in faot there- 
is up other argument to advance. Ssnti- 
tiarata begotten of eommon origin and 
riaHpnslity nartured by xdommon iatsreste, 
tautual oo-opeiation and felloriahlp, 
devstoped and str.-ngthsnsd by odtamion 
xeligion, language, manners, ouatoma 
' Imd obastvanoss of eountless genera- 
Hane, sanctified by natural ties and traditions 
of centatira and inspired by common h^ea 
and Mirations, form tbs eaeenra of pa&ic  ̂
tasm and oonetitute the halsrark of even the 
mbat advanced nations in the world, and they 

' be so eanly dsspissd in a H i  
people like the BtUriilecs.* 
i is a» ootiva virimain tim W e«t, ^  

he a mete mmrlrid eaiitiinent id ^  
lilL ' ̂  for argnmeni’e sake th p  ’

. ^  (jppDiitiQn rS tha ptopte in the pteseoii 
n a  no mote solid basis for its snppirt 
i ppRly seaHmen^bon^eiatioa8,is not 

ai^depll^p^e; with ell|
>,dhh»d^ ihd bahfmdon iu waioh 1

n' L
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tlM Oonntrj is involved and are not-th« 
difflonltiM and oonplioations into whieli this 
UUetarred met sate hat plunged a peadefal 
administfstinn, a enffioieht gronnd for s >me 
ton of niod f̂ioation of the preteht arrange* 
meat T In the giaphio language of my esteem* 
ed friwid and chief, Mr, Surendrakath 
Banerjel) while addressing a British 
andienor, if Lord Morleyl were to appear 
before the Bengsl pnblio with a modiBeation 
of the Partition in one hand and his Bsfurm 
Sobeme in tbe other and esk them to make 
their ohoioe, oan there' be any d.nbt 
wbat the ohoioe of the majority of the people 
of Bengal would be P They would unhesi 
tetingly grasp the modifieaiion and let go the 
'^attefoifip^ Now if that is the sotual 
feeling in the oountry, does not sentimental 
oonsideration assume the form and proporUou 
If a tangible grievanoe P

But apart from mere sentimental considera- 
tione there is quite a number of real tangible ; 
and serions gtievanoes to aeoount for the stub*' 
born and protraoted opposition of the people 
against the Partition. They are both positive 
and negative in their oharaeter. as well as 
immediate and prospeotivr, in their eonss- 
queocss. These have been repeatedly pointed 
times without number and many of bnem have' 
been actually verified by the ekpsrienoe of the 
last five years. The Partition has manifestly 
weakned the Hindus as a politioal unit in 
the administration of beth tbe provinees,

I while it has caused a mast deplorabis split 
between the two great communities, the 
Hindus and Sdnesulmans of Bengal. It 
was the late Sir Syed Ahmed, than whom 
the Mahomedan aommanity in India has 
not perhaps produced a more genuine patriot 
and a more keen-sighted politician since the 
time of Sir Salar Jung, who said that “the 
Hindus and the Mnsenlmans were like the 
two eyes of a fair maiden, you cannot injure 
the one without injuring the other." Under 
the operation of tbe Partition tbe right eye 
of the “fair maiden" has been injured and 
however exultant the left eye may look 
through ita oolonted apeotaoler, it ie bOnnd 
at no distant date to share the misfortaho 
of its fellow. For the first time in the 
hiatory of British rule in India raeialhnd 
religions distinctions have bean openly reoog* i  

; nizsd as the pivot of its administrative 
! maehinsry and the leading principle of its 
; politioal creed. If the Reform Begnlations'
! have revealed this new creed ihoet;
I glaringly to the notlee of the pablic,: 
ite fir.̂ t enunciation was formulated 
with  ̂ no uncertainty in the Itesoln-' 
tion for tbe Fsrtitioa of Bengal. I t was 
openly and pointedly stated that'one of the 
ohjeots of tbe Partition was the orehtion of a 
Mahomedan ^Provinee. This open deelara- 
tion, as formulated ill the Pdriition Besoln- 
tibn and euhseqnimtiy enfmt^d in ite prsoci- 
C|H applibatlon to the Karims de{mrtmente of 
the htate, l^ ^ iig  Inwards a sad 'a i^  sadden 
rsvenml of wUii^-hoiioare$ polity of In- 
ptttlad heblgqBl^hiid evenly dietidoated sym* j 
Phihy^'betws^the twoisoae, harmiMssarily I 
e l ^ a  the oonfidMm^the one asdjiupusd ]

/ d
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i o i i l i i t t  0 ' ^
g W dtmM aod damoaHdog iadtilgMiM 
offintad|(» the Mabomedana haalnatunlly 
eaeoDfaged tbemin makiiig the mpet extra* 
▼agent demandelin every direction and 
oW^in^ for themeelves the fabalone ehate 
of the lion in the nneamid booty t i  the 
ohegrin and diaeppointment of the other 
beeete of the forest. AH intozinante are 
artifioiel stimolants which in their reaetion 
aerre only to inebriate and not to invigorate 
tbe ayatem, Qentlemeni it oannot be denied 
that the Partition baa stirred np the dying 
embers of those religions diSetenoea and 
raoisl animosities between the Hindus and 
the Mahomedans whioh it was the 
highest endeavonr and the proudest 
achievement of all past administrations to 
smother and to eztingnish. The better 
minds of both the oommnnities are no donbt 
fully alive to the common danger ahead and 
their utmost energies are being sorely tazed 
to rally and hasp them together against 
the strong onrrent of this short-sighted 
polioy not only to divide and scatter them 
but to place them in poeitioo of permanent 
antsgoniem toeaoh othsr. What tbe ul
timate resnlt of this policy may bSi if per* 
sued for any length of time, it may not be 
poeaible for the present generation ezaotly 
to forreee; bnt it has nndonbtedly torn np 
Bengal in a way that oin never be good for 
the Bengalees.

Another seriona grisvanos in disguise is 
the establishment of two separate legisla- 
tnrea tor the two Ptovino.-a. The legisla- 
tare of a oonntry is the barometer whioh 
marks the weight and msaanres the preesnre 
of its politioal atmosphere and regnla'As the 
rise and fafl in the oonstitntional etatna of 
its people. The two separate legislatures 
whioh are apparently a great oonosasion ate 
in reality the thin end of the wedge to drive 
the split deeper bstwesn the twe branohea 
of the people of ^engal. These two 
separate legiilatnres are bound to introdnos 
different polioiee of administration and 
establish divergent oonditions in the 
politioal rights and privileges of the i 
people in tbe two provinoes. To begin 
with, the Beform Scheme hes at onoe 
discloeed the difference in the treatment 
of the two provincee. Speaking in 19C5 
Lofd Cntzon,>appaiently to allnre a certaio 
eection of the people, eaid that the two 
provinoes would be of “ equal etatnsand 
dignity.” No one in this oonntry believed 
Lord Carznn at the lime, as none has 
believed him since in anything that he has 
ever said or done about i t ; bnt all the 

' same it remains an aot of breach of faith 
whioh hss' rudely shaken the oonfidenoe of 
the people in the fairness, honesty and good 
faith of tbe polioy which dictated thk' 
Particion of Bengal. . Almost at the ontsetj 
West Bengal has been rsieed to the dignity 
of a major province with an ezecntive 
oonUoil : wbereaetbe severed dietriote, wfaich 
but for the Partition would have participated 
in this reform, have been quietly relegated 
to an inferior administration at the bo>ctom 
of all the independent provinoes 
in the Empire. It may reasonably 
be urged that while the two. pro* 
vinees have got one University and' 
one High Oonirt in oomavon between them, 
they might with eqaal advantage have been 
plaoed ander one and the same legislative 
machinery to turn out laws for them bath. 
It is to be deeply regretted that a statee- 
man of Lord Morley'e breadth of views 
ehould have mieeed enoh a splendid oppot- 
tnnity of at onoe disarming the opposition 
of ttM people and eecnring the omplite 
inooass of'his Beform Soheme, Having
regard to the trend of pablie feeling 
in the country it was not diffisnit to 
fotssee that snob a step wonld have re* 
eonoiled the Bengalees to a very large 
eztaat even to the invidions and irritating 
ffittinolion made between the two 

I Communities not only in oinneotlon
vriUi tiho mformsd oonnoils, but also in 

tnv other matters' oonnsetsd irUh the

/

pitIliuoeervieeB, hononis and prsfermeh{?! If 
the Partition bs absolutely irrevocable, there 
ieAb least room for this alight modifiratioa. 
jjOhBtWiMw Proviiioe by any name yon like 
‘̂-‘oall l t  a lieutenant-governorslup, call it a 
commiaaioaership as in dindb, or o ^  it pu 
Afeadia if yon onoase, keep i<a admintetra. 
tiive function with all the additional loaves 
and fiihss whioh the Partition has seddreil 
:1m tlio heaven-born eetvicee in taot, preee^a

n
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ths ■paoitl tdvaiitkifes Moared (o tbd 
Mdhomrdun nnder its opBration: 
the Hindus will not gradgs thooi; but 
1st thsrs bs onl^ one legisUtiTO body 
fat the entire provinos evrn thoagh it mey 
bo under n fevonrad'antion treaty end its 
water-tight oompartments. That ia a 
ooneammation which is yet devontly to 
be wished. Snob an arrangement will 
olearly simplify end eoooomtz i the adminii* 
tration, avoid mnoh of the oomj îoations 
and difflenltiea with whioh the ooantry 
and the Qnvemment are immediately and 
proipeotivelp threatened and above all 
remove the present disc mtent by safe- 
goarding to a very large extent the i^itiosl 
rights and privileges, as well as the other 
intersits of the untira^oftetiw^

Another visible banef ol resnlt of the Parti* 
tiou is the deplorable tension it has prodno*d 
between the inlsrs and the ruled. No 0ov 
emment, however strong or benevolent it 
may be, oan be snceesstnl in osrrying out 
even ite best intentione without the sympathy 
and oo-operation of its sobjeots. Matnal 
trneVoonfidenoe aid symptthy are as muoh 
necessary in the management of ordinary 
eorpnrate bodies as in the vast and oompli- 
oatM prganizatioi of the Government of a 
epnnlaiy, partioularly where, as here, the Gov* 
emment and its anbjeots are aliene fai faah 
other. The Government 
this fsot in the repeated demsadw'it 
has reoentiy made upon the active 
oO'Operstion of the leading men in 
the oonntiy to enpprees lawleeeness and 
lestore pease sn4 order.  ̂Bnt the Govern
ment apparently fails to reoognizs the ot)L 
fiot,thsc pn appeal to the leaderefli onI_ 
a m)uidate-to them fpr a ootreeponding 

' appM to the people and^that unless the 
lepms oan anoeessfolly enlist the active 

‘ gyaapathiee i f the latter the appeal to them 
is^lmnd to beineffMtnal, A.dozsn leeding 
inOn in a provinoe ean, withoat ench
g^pathieOr render no more aotive
iiieistasoa to the admieistrntion than an 
luiaty of .p^ce offisets actively e o g ^ ^  
ip\',,tiie ''; nppreesion of .erimse , I t  is 
only whm this oonetienoe ôf the pnhlic Is 
rphsed to a eoUe of its duty that effeoti' 
|nblie oo-eperation pan be seenred, and(f&te 
eU hard ly^  expeoted in Bengal as long os 
Ilka ^here has vheeh no

of pteadnhg 'hy thonghtfnl men in'
tavooi of law' and'Order an d ' the true 
lead ^  hainfnosrhera failed ainldst.insnUs, 
t^nn-nirp and misESpreaentntloas cf those 
^ '  authority to  denonnea violehoeand nn- 
ppnstiliatieiid. ngititVon. It is .perhaps thg 
.proeaeeh- Jibe^ on ^ s e  devoted men to 
ihsindaUfy. againsi? ’the hodeel^ and 
sioeeil-]! of t t ^ v  dpnnneiatiotM. - I t  ' & 
doubtless fihpi. sp ' urged by, . ■ 
Government that mere dsnnnoutioae. ftoto> 
the press or tbs platform are/of nit' 
a veil to the, adminiatiatiPn, Bntjf isegnel^j 
true that some PitoeoMion is npeesisiy^ 

iro'nse' the pnUie; from their prespi^ 
dlepoadeiny and pnliet their epHve lynipaii^ 
add op-opbration- It would be ns n seW |s '

I dtsniee ea ham ial to pS«ot to ignore the i 
l^ngly fa e ii^ t  alUioiigh aa Ovwwhelmla|i|
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of the *paUia vii lUiqiuitloHdw
__  to aBMoaitakknil mtiam- «m

tMtb>di anditrongly abhoithow darkdoMÛ ; 
of tidanm whloh hava nonitlj .diKrtsld 

W t tradltioiu of thii eonatiy. tkaTailir 
tion of Bengal, ttbe'manner In whiehit hat 
bean eSeotad and the policy by which it ia 
itQl Bought to jnatify and eopport it, 
without the elighteat oonaideration for the 
feeliage and eentimentB of the people and the 
leaat regard for their grievanceE, naue ao far 
alianatM the bulk or the ‘public, that they 
look upon the situation with ahiolnto 
hopeleaaneee and despair and are not animat
ed by that zeal and'earnestneea which alone 
can inapira conrage and aeonre active 
sympathy and ‘ oo-operatioD, Aa against all 
the arguments advanoed by the people 
there was bnt one argument pot forth by 
the Glovecnment in favour of its projebt, that 
is-^dminiatrative oouTrnianoe. Bnt it is to 
be deeply regretted that while there were 
many ways of meeting that oonvenienoe the i 
one moat irritating to the people should | 
have been drat adopted >and then ^stnbbornl^ 
peraisted in in the faoe of a frantic oppoai- 
tion of the people.

Gentlemen, if the Partition stands, the 
breaking up of the High Oonrt la only a 
question of time and upportnnity. Recent 
events, not altogether unconnected with 
Partition, have snfiiciently proved what a 
calamity it might he to both the provincea 
if either the strength, status or dignity of 
tbit ^ngnst tribnnal were in any 
way interfered with. The ease of 
Gnllah Banco in the North, Weatern 
Frontier Provinoe may under similar 
oironmstanoe repeat itself in North* 
Eastern Frontier also. The spirit of revolt 
against the jndioiary ia alrerdv a remark
able feature of the Exeontive in this country 
and it will be an evil day for the people 
when the only oheok on the #aan^ bnieau- 
cratic rnls will be either removed or im. 
paired. *

B B B M iafaW IrttnC B afB B . 
Gentlemen, the financial diffioolties of 

the Partition had bsen folly anticipated by 
the people, and thonghStheas were repea
tedly urged on the attention '‘of the 
Government, Lord Cnrzon having, 
legacy from his predeoeasors, a larg# 
surplus in the Imperial Exchequer 
was able to shut out all discnssions on this 
aerions aspect of the question. Bnt although.- 

I ha was able to launch the Partition with the 
help of this Burplns, five years have not yet 
elapsed before there has been almost a com 
plate breakdown in the financial poaitibn nf 
the newly-created province, neeeasitatipi|; 
curtailment of ezoenditure in every impo^: 
ant and nseful direction and a wholtssls 
reduction of poor, ill-paid, baidwurked 
ministerial eetabliehments. One wb^e is 
mptc than ten thousand pomphrê ŝ, fiu,b 

xfi^brngh pomphreys may easily b- hxllad by 
tt^sands, it ia rather drfficnlt to hook 
one single whale. Conceived in the spirit of 
self-intarest hatched in secret and cairied 
out in defianee of pnblio opinion 
Putition kas imposed an intolerable bur&n 
upon the most costly administration in the . 
trorld. The difficulty, hardship and injurtiea l 
pf. muntaining two eqnelly bntdeaeosaCt 
idminiatrations out of the resouroea of 
ope province, however manifeet in them’r 
Ssivsr, do not appeal to the British publld 
aa ttiey have nothing to lore bnt something; 

/to (^ n  by such an extravagant arrange,/; 
,'maht. If the British Ezohequer had to 
eontribate even a thousand ponnds towprto 
this gigantic project, whion ii now 
phslaeophically viewed as a msre territorial 
redietribation, it would have b:en eithto 
kpocked on the head as aoin uf 
ptopoaed, or even if. it canid have paesto; 
thropgh the India Office the eesne of t ^  
nti-Partitioa agitation weald have bsaai) 
alufted from the Indian to the British scif  ̂
It .does not require too mneh of imaginatiop  ̂
to foresee that if this new Provinoa ia ^  
jnatify ica existence fresh taxation will bfi{; 
come nnavoidable. Tne people arc alcsadg: 
mnsb too heavily taxed and If ihiey p rrto

n an additional penalty f;icihe Pwtittpj 
Improve tobathelaat a^awopf* 

hack- Imperial aubaidy eapad^ 
ha available to a Icoal goveremehta'l 

if it . _ were, . it w-dpld'.bi^^; 
npd pujaetiftahla to appropriam th; '̂ 

to^-imyera’ mopay towards 
Igpajfeptoec of tbs “Bmpua’i meet fptttif ̂  
jiddigM toa," _______,-------- (7
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10) tile above Tie a enmina^ of ’ 
most vitil aad ^taaglbte île> 

fMiliM of ti>e people noder the Partition of 
*a has already bean verified by 

OOtnai ezperisnoe. There are other evils t>̂ ' 
starred measure which it would be 

viffioalt to evhacit without eihauating 
your time'and yoar patience. But tboae 
Which have beau enumerated may 
be enflfiaieot to indicate the nature 
aed character of the eilnatiou created 
•nd which hae rendered it almost 
impossible for the'vait majority of toe 
people concerned to be so easily rrconcilad 
to the Par'ition. It is positively unfair to 
treat the question as a merely sentimental 
one and supremely anjnst to prononnce it to 
he a settled fact. Qentlemen, it is said that 
the agitation sijsinst the Partition has sub
sided. You may as well gag a man’s month 
and then deuoncoa him to be dnn^. Re
pression may nr may n it sucoeeoTni silano- 
ing the agitation ; but it can never carry 
with it conviction which alone oan disarm 
opposition. Repeatedly has the G ivorn- 
ment called nponjthe peop'.e to co-operate; 
but mote passionately have the people ap
pealed to the Government to remedy this 
one sore which so grievously afflicts 
them. It is no doubt the duty of every 
honest citizen to co-operate with the Govern
ment in the task of administration, bat 
oan there be any hearty oo-operation w’th- 
oat corresponding gennine sympathy
and kindness P The demand and the 
appeal mast go together and act and 
react upon each othtr, The present
sitaati a is more intolerable to the people 
than to the Government and however 
maoh their aotion may bs caviled or 
oritioised the agitation is no pastime to 
them. The Partition has proved a veritable 
Pandora's Box. I t has let loose all the 
evils which afflict the country, hope slrns 
remaining. It may be 'hat bat for 
the hideoas crimes perpetrated by the 
anarohists the Partition would have been 
erelong modified and that the repeated 
misdeeds of these pests of society still stand 
as a stumbling block in the way of its 
reconsideration. But I have already maid 
that anarchists belong to no oonntry and 
no nation. And British etatesmanship may 
well bs sxpected to rise above all feelings 
of revenge and not visit the offence of a 
handful of fanatics npon a whole nation.
It if Lord Morley'c own snblime philosophy 
th»t “tbs one commanding l»w is liiat 
men sbcnld do right i t  Ihe very heavens 
fall.” Let ns hops he will jet translate this 

diotnm of his own into action and 
remedv the great wrong which has baen done 
to an nnoSending people whose loyalty to 
British rule ,thdngh nntv nearly forgotten , 
was at least as vidnabl- an aseet to it in the; 
dark days of its early history as any that is 
liow prfftarrd to itin th : zenith of its glory 
and greatness. The reotifi ration of this- 
wrong will not involve the fall of the heavens 
no, nut even oLeihgle star in the brighter, 
moment bnt will only remove the banmnl 
inflnenoe of one solitary malignant meteo|| 
which in on evil hour came to role the desti 
lies of this oonntrT and which thongh fallen'

I f  far J i t  ProoM* td 'O ia  aMca >
d n t  In  the eoancetc'of the SIm pirs n  fa r  i t :  
tiu n in fo m n a te  queatioD is oonoamed.

Gontlcaan,! havedone and I  thank jlfa 
nuat aiiioersl  ̂for the very patient and iner- 
dvlgsnt hearug yon have given me. Wa a n ' 
rm donbt pawing throngh l^ o s t  eritiOal 
.tmtion; bat let ns not derpair. Bsmember Uui '• 
darkest n ^ t  may be followed by the bright^ 
£ st dtwn,The trials and tribnlationB tb is ii^  
which wa an  passing may at first sight saOtt 
to bo shattering onr national existence .bnifa: 
fact they are only strengthening it. Itfai 
throngh defeat that victory is achieved, and:' 
thedefeati|we have anstained oogUt only, 
to stiffen ,onr backs. It is throngh s ^ g ^ e i  
that it is pofcsibls for nations like indiviandp; 
to attain to hetlthisr, nobler and manlinr 
life .Whether msrohing in the sanshine 
snosese ,or groping our,way in thedarknq^l 
of defeat or dsspair let ns not 
inch from the path., of /3aty . Let da 
work patiently ,firmly and ecnstitatioiiall^; 
Lot ns sorew np onr oouraga to the etiekiii{t 
plaee and we)shalt not fail, Qentlen|l|i). 
•Iways . " iii

“ Beware of dasparata thonghtibfti^ 
darkest day, _

; Liya till to<monoW, will hays 
away."

BANDS MATABAV.
'1=,' T h w jiseting tk sm dispwnsd. —-----

Bnbisets—fninmittin
held -latst on in the jnnms of tfanin Indiin
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Speech of Pandit Glsmtl Kabvatlrtha.

Hespected President
You hs/e mmnlmoisly carried the 6th. 

Resolution. The 6th. Resolution was this that the Govermient 
intended to establish friendly relations hetv/een the Govermient 
O fficials and the representatives of the people. We do not 
understand how this w ill be carried into e ffec t. Certainly 

the Circular is a good one. We do not understand how this 
friendly relation was being’used before the issue of th is Cir- 
culat. We do not understand whether the Police comes in the 

same category as the Government o f f ic ia ls . We have now be
come so very thick and thin with the police that v/e have been 
obliged to give access to them even in our conversation as well 
as in correspondence between husband and vdfe. This is  very 

shameful and a t the same time very disgusting to us. No such 
practice is prevalent in any countinT- and even in any 3astras 

(religious bools) but we are suffering from that. We are 

compelled to b less than (the Police) thou^ not Ip word but 
from the core o f our heart. (Spoken sarcastica lly ). This is 
not a l l .  We are compelled to bless th ^ w ith  a i l  our 

friends and rela tion s. Now we wish that this sort of rela
tion might not be the object as v/ell as the ultimate resu lt 

of the Circular. I f  i t  be so, then we should pay our res
pect to the Circular from a distance. It is  not my inten
tion that the object and ultimate resu lt of the Circular 

should turn out to be so . Id this case only the Friendly 
relation can be possible.

The PQlice unhesitatingly enters our harem and 
searches among our wife and children. I f  this search be- j 
comes useless we cannot bring any charge either against the 

Police or against the fa lse  informer. I f  the Police, either 

to exculpate therrs elves or to remove suspicions from their  

minds, v;ant to search for the second time we have no means to 

oppose them. I have got tm  minutes more. Therectore I j 
do not want to speak anything more about t h is . I subrpit

before you this proposal. ^
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I had never been a victim to search hut 
there are many present here, whose houses had been searched.
I need not say about th is . There is  another kind of search 

that i s ,  Search of Persons, no matter whether they are inno

cent or gu ilty , those ^ o  w^nt to work for the country by 

helping the poor, by attending to the sick  - this sort of 
search is  for them a l l .  That search is made by these 

(pointing out to the C. I. P. reporters) C.I.D. o fficers.
You should ;3udge as well as the Government. Tnis is  an 
actual fact known to the public.

Three years before, some volunteers went to at- 
tendtend to the pilgrims a t Thrkeswar. Th®e among the 

unfortunates vho volunteered their services a t the time - 

though" they coiiLd not do as they had wished - yet they did 
rnî ch. At that time they (volunteers) took the help of 

the local police also and they were rewarded by the local 
educated men. But they got also another reward at the 

sane time, v i^ ., the Police compelled me to supply the names 
of the volunteers and I supplied the l i s t .  The Police 
gave us hope that i t  \V)uld do them no hairo, neither vould 

there be any zoolum. But af termrds i t  so happened that 
they went to their respective houses and enquired about 
their characters from their parents and guardians, and 

threatened them not to be Volunteers. There is fear 
even in serving the ooimtry, attending to the pilrrims and 

the sick . Let Government say how we can co-operate with 
them, and and how we can get their mercy.

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



i t  ^

BABU JITEND iAii^L BANIfEUJBE’B
aPEEOlT.

Then wwe mtoy mi*t><h«e in the report of 
Bebn JitendnUl Renerjee’s epeeoh which 
•ppeared in oar iMce of Tae»dey Js-t. 
We pablish below a revised Terei ic of 
theeaine.

thonght at  fltat that ehnnldl 
begiiTwitnonl^preftee. Bnt neer I find 
that a tiny bit of a pref«o» wili b* oeo- i*. rv 
before 1 begin. In tbr reeoJution t , f r ' 
me I find that this C inferenoe “ appre- 
eiatea” the tSdrti of the Goretomeet to 
BMoeiate the people of the eonntry with 
affaire of auiinietration. Now 1 do not 
wiah to go behind the worda >of .be 

jreMlntion, but. epeaking ae a hnmble 
prirate individnal, I  moat n y  that an far 
aa 1 am ooneetned there ie no appreciation 
at all." (Loud applanie )

Babn Bhnpcndra Nath Bam !» t  rise to a 
poir* of order.

Toe Freaident :» I  moat wek the epraber 
to keep to the rraolntion on the linea agreed 
on by the Committee. Thia in not the time to 
aipieu hia pemnal feelinga.

Jitendra Babn >>Uy ptimnal opinion 
domjinihiwd the renfaienea.

mie Preeident:»H3 mling if that yon 
ihenld no t, go behind the weida of the^e- 
foktion.
TJitendra Babn (oontinning) :»Had there 
been any boneet iot^ntion on the part of the 
GoTernment to aaaoeiate the people— 

Freaident r»  Order, order ahoata of " go
on." " go on ” from the mdionnri ---- -

^tandia B a h n A l l  right, I ahall ondt 
‘ LMtl) BT IDflOh. —

- ’ S T iM o lo t io n r^ X ih ^  
• -Confmneo ia **eonattained" to 

eeatoin ohjeeUena to the rnlea and regm> 
lationa framed nnder, ihe Beform Scheme, 
Now, ao far aa I am eoneemfd, and here the 

i Preeident'a objection doeo not apply, there ia 
' no eonatiaint whaterer—(Applanar). I come 
j forward to raite objectiona to theee mlea I  and ngnlatiana with great glee, with a feel
ing of nnholy pleaanre: and I  do to beoaoee 

: I am oonvinM that thia reform nohtme ia 
no boon to tbaaonntry, bat a earaa. (Load 
ahaan.) It haa broaght to aa not the olive 
haanehnf paaee hat the ewer 
It haa dividad brother frem brother,,. 
HMWfromthe M ahamedan/^ot.^hepo 
that Mile dlviaion will not go onjsurthar 
for we have found cut tiie diif ty«^hOnral 
tendanpy ot the reform eohomp/^end w
determined to eheeh and^Ai^rate it. go 
mneh for the n r o f a o e ^ B o w  I  ehall 
turn to the rnlee and legnlatioua theia- 
eelwa. Wi& mgaid to every eohemo 
lot lalannng the legielative bodiea ot n 
eeantiy, two qnealione may he aeked: l i  Hdw 
doee it afteet tko^owete of them hodiae 

$. Bow doaa it tegnlata ^  modo of 
ahaUon f  8o far aa tb« aaaond gneatiik" b  
aonoanMd, ft b  too large to hr dealt liith 
by me wt&in the abort time at my diapooal. 
I ahall therefewa eontent myadf wfth 
taking n ra|nd review of tke 10.001104 
extantioM oi power wbioh have brnn 
granted to the tagidativb bediee.

i

V

— oC c**^'

_____ - ^

fir  ^  ^

;6 a . ‘ w* ^

^
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Bdtflr ■F«ikiiC than powm fall a n te  
afMhtMi-(i) «m»Ibk biDa or praTastlag 
tkoa from bcUg poaitd t (11) paariag 
iaaolatloBt aa ; n a r a  odmliiinmtfva
miMvoat #i4uHt aad moat Utaaa4 
iMioa of all. OilEteafMplamaatory qatatloBO, 
Kow aa lanrda tsa haw da wt|ataod f 
la  Kho Twaioj’a Oouial, the non-odhial 
memban patama bo maiwitj wbatarw; 
and artB la tka PtoTiacfu UoonoUa tiiair 
majorltj la moi araaiaat than laal. Bat 
fiaatiag that thap do pomam a ma^oti^ in 
tha Prorlnaial Cranoila and granting tkat 
thii majority la affaotiyt what oan thay 
doP If thay paaa any bill obnoiiooa to 
tba Oovammant why, it will forthwith 
ba aatood by tha|QoTamoi-Qanaial’a Oonaoil 

Miw ttw offiriala ato in |a pannaaant 
ijority, Bimilnrly if thay prarant any 

bill from bring paaaad, upon whioh tba 
OoTommant haa aat Ita haar^why, it will 
atill ba paaaad by that mma Baprame 
Lagialatava Oonnoil. Thia powar tharaforo 
radneaa itaalf to nothing whoa oloaaly ana- 
lyiad.

Lri ma pars on to the aaeond head of onr 
oonnt. I t  ia aaid that wa oan now paaa raao- 
Intiona aa ragar&a adminiatratiTa mananraa 
and that thia ia a teal and anbatantial gain. 
No donbt we oan mara raaoUtiono, and in 
rare oontinganeiaa paaa tham too. Bntwhat 
thana ^all, wa are aweetly told that tha 
raoelntionf will rot be binding npoa the 
OoTemmant. In other worda, yon may 
moTe and oarry yonr raaolationi; bat onea 
they are paaaad, may will not for erer on the 
ahalTea and arohivea of Goyemment offioaa.

Bat there ia another matter atill 
aft—the non*offirial membara oan aak 
anpplamantary qoaationa. Well, anppoae 
thay oan, and onppoaa they do. 
What next P Thia boainaoe of aaUng 
anpplamantary qaaottona ramlnda me of a 
diriogna in Bhakeapeara. "1  oan call 
Muita from tha yaaty deep,*’ oaya Owen* 
Qlandowar, "Taa, bat will^thay eomo 
whan yon ealla” ia Holapor'i blunt reply. 
So ia it rrith theaa anpplamantary qnaationB. 
We aak them no doubt; but will they ba 
anawriad whan they are put a O n ^ t  
point the regiriationa are moat azplioit. 
Non.offi^l main bora are quite at libar^ 
to put anpplemantary quaationa; bat they 
will haya to wait till eternity before they 
gat thrir anewan.

With thaae worda, I  beg to aupport the 
raeolntion wUrii ia before thia Confarenoe. 
(Load applanoe and ahonta of " Bande 
matoram . )

' i n
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V.-lV

BABU SUBKBDBA Ifiplif^SSPBROH'

In propoein; a vota of 
the Ohair, Uaba Satendianath 

a<bAe4eHewi»gtfpw5E
1 B u^u iiy  Iwtn

Hr, Preei^pnt, Brpthar<delagata«, and

f u  tuCC

gentlemen,—;Jrise to ^rforma very agree
able doty, whioh I am bon will meet with 
yoar enthneiaetio oonenitanee, 1 beg to move 
that the giatefal thanke of thie Confaienoe 
be Boeorded to Bakn Ambtka Charan Blezam' 
dat, (eppUuee.) for having taken the 
trouble to oome over and preeide over thie Oon- 
faience, and for hie able oondnot in the 
chair. Gentlemen, to preeide over a Confer
ence of thie kl id ie a task of enormone diffi- 
oolty. Oare ie a democratic areimbly. It ie 
without a conatitntion. The Preeident ie the 
muter of the eitnation, the king, lord, 
dictator of the aasembly. Hie will ie law, 
hie diecretion ie abMlate^anfetfSred. 
M  he ie to ezeroiee his diecretion in enoh a 
way as to win for him the nnetinied alle- 
gianca and the willing acqnieeoeooe of 
those whom he controls. Qentlemen, 1 think,
I voice the eantimeats of all present here, 
when I aay that my old u d  dietingnished 
friend has e i ezerciied thie discretion as to 
add one inore to the many ties pf gratitude 

. ilrbioli blhd ne to )^m7t(tpplanae ) awds9n»> 
y-f daepenithe love, tMesieemaadregard that ia 
> ' feiieitwdMm thronghont the two Beo^als.

If I  may be permitted for one moment to 
introdnoe a personal raminiaoenee 1 will aay 
thia, that Baba Ambika Oharan Ueznmdar 
and myself have bten life-long friends. V7s 
have been for the life-time of a generation 
oo-workers.' We have fought together—we 
have tiinmphed together—we have snstained 
deteata togethei—and now in the evening 
ef my lad,2in oompanionehip with him 
and othera whom I eee gathered round this I 
platform— my thong hte involnatarily 
levsrt to the msmoriee of the]bleaeed ones who 
have passed away into that land from whuie 
bontne no travellers refnroe—and now
lathe evening of my days 1 find myeelf 1 
natoiatioh with him and ittmenpaeelng 
ihtODgh one of the mort mbmentone periods 
in the history of oot oonatr^, God ahme 
knows where we are drifting to. The fatare' 
ia enveloped >n daiknees. Bat I  will aâ J 
this tiiat 1 h*** faith, undying
faith, io the deeduiee of my . oadotiy ,̂ 
in the trinmph of right and ' jdaBcr, 
even in regard to politioal mattere, Whetê  
aa W(y all know, the oanone of morality are 
m m  ciaedo and lees atringent than - what 

the entiMrot indiviaaaU.

uB i.iiiiu T  ■■leAUhLlla
' $ir,imy friend like many of hie oollewesi 

hat been the vietim of ioteiested eriroimn 
and:afanilfinMnA mhlieioa* nrierapreneata- 
tiom ; I t  is a Mittmih edongh ^actipe ^  
thgipait. of the enamiei > f Indian; pro-;
•gnMe—«nd Bn latter-day profansora of thkh 
P^t have reddoad it to a flee ert-^to eeek to 
4leondit the Indian natwnal movement by 
dbenditing ita, tniatedileadata. They are 

*i«naatm*«A high erimae aad 
lywith wriring ptiinmi 
Hxmiirin no prefeeae, ht̂  

laughhir . hiw applanea 
ig epBReelohdeDoe with meihbeM> 

i t  id e rim ^ t^  SamHh, who havd neve# 
kesB mernb^ of miah flhwiWs at  '
remnreee bfl' im
<zfaatteted,W the p i ^  of, hiehpl^ J a r i^  
mmdiiiged.^ ta; aoeOBnt for an  t t h m u T l ^  
moph ofvv VriiiBh isr; perfeetly Icgltiihaty, 7  
;mnib of 'vriiioh is doe to the: inflaene*. 
cgBni^ah edneadctnandveiiltnie. ,

/
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aw of do biglw* :e6hie?eme^ 
of Bole, no MUio^mpra/8tHi57
oent tnainoriol of Britiah odiiiiifi;wtiation,tlian 
tha grMt intelleotunl and owakaning, 
wlueli IB viaible in oiM midit. I t 
is the prondeit tiioiqph at Brltiab
^ le  in India. We have been 
told by a writer, who had been aix 
weeks in thia oonntry, in the Teraoiona 
eolnnuiB of the “Timea” that bhia nnreat 
ie dne [to firahminioel asoendenoy and 
Brahminioal io£aenoe and to the dieeatie- 
faction which ia felt with Bngliah 
ednoation and Engliah cnlture. Un
fortunately for the pnrpoaea of thia theory, 
Brahminioal indnenoe ia as old ae the 
billa, while the nnreat ia only of
modern origin; and eo far from
there being any dieinolination for 
Bnaliah ednoation, why Sir, and I apeak 
aa a aohocl-maater, the Collegee and eohoola 
whioh'teioh Engliah are crammed to over
flowing with atndenta and we cannot find 
accommodation for them. Tbe nnreat, acoen- 
tnated and deepened by administrative and 
political oanaei', to which oar rulers, 1 fear, 
deliberately ahnt their eyes, ia of the Weal. 
Ite roota are to be traced to the Weat. It re
presents tbe ooDsnmmation of that dream to 
which yon ao eloquently adverted yeaterday, 
when Macaulay looked forward to the advent 
of that day when the enbjecta of England 
inilndia trained in western education would 
aapire to Western inatitntlone.

However that may be, we cannot deny that 
we are pasaing thron^h one of the moat 
critical perioda m the hutory of cur country, 
fall of immense potentialities, for good or 
for evil./^We'can make or mar the fntum. 
Vlolence^in the poranit of oni ^olitieil 
programme or apathy or interested tumidity 
in regard to one public dnliee will blast 
the brilliant proapseta which, are opening 
cut to na and which follow in the train 
of all national awakening. Whatever 
differences of opinion there may be 
amongst na, I know I apeak the eanaa of 
those who are easambled in this hall, under 
the auspices of this Oonferenoe, when I 
aay that we are all agreed that conatltu- 
tionallam ia to be our motto and unswerv
ing allegiance to law and order the domi' 
nating principle of our political creed- 
Apart from the higher moral eoneidetationa 
which in the long run govern the affaire 
of men—for there ia a superintending 
Divinity which watches over Ihe destiniee 
of nations—apart from those higher moral 
priitoiples which have been preaofasd by 
our esgee, sung by our poets, whiM 
run through the blood of our j^p le ,' 
which are a part and parcel of the l f̂e of 
tlm. individual and of the life of the 
nation—apart from them, the ooam.- 
moneet dictates of prndenee point to 09n- 
stttutional means ai the only legitimate, 
the only useful weapon in political syarFain. 
Violenoe has been tried in the West. 
It has ignominional} |failed in the West. 
I t recoiled upon those who need i t  
I t has afforded the iuetifioatidn for re- 
pteaeion. An emasenlated Dnma was the 
reply of the Taar to Bussian anarchism,

ADVICE TO TOUNO MBH. 
ffv; the appUances of modem soience 

haVs made modern Governments inviael- 
ble and Ibiesistible. When the _ ^stories nf 
sueesMfnl revolatien are eurreptitioutiy mr- 
en la^ ^Ih av e  seen pamphlets of j^ a ’ldha 
l^wItothaaC itoties are <nroahrted & ^
^  n^ads of . onr* young men, my wivhM 
Ih thailia to heon their ^nard against' t&i

.5,— ,3

ii^is, ’ Yoang men whom ][ see Jisfore als,' 
be ■ on yow guard, bear ia , nuni 
jj^mnetaaoeaiff to-day are whiwdiffet|ee 
ftimn those of : ̂  time <4 M aa^ f 
ipd other loaders of reyowting^ 
uuivsiasnts ahd that the lemmu whuh' 
Qiey teach ate wholly inappUeablc to tto' 
<flii»ern litaa ti^  in India. Ik u  
tvellin mind, all of you who arn r^thth tdih 
jspimd of my voioe. Impisss i t  oh; 
jud^nent and your oonsoienee and 
guidanes in tlm fntare; for yua 
^ecitixens of the;: futnre. Satur^i-xduk 
uffods with heedlhy ideas <4 patiiiimem. 
ideeaof devotiim to dnty, leavened by pfhf 
dinm^ |adgmeht and due regud for yw|i 
enyironmhnts.* Bnt 1 ham no' fsem 
on this s C ^  I  have trust in  tkh
r th  ̂of my oonntry. 1 _have trnht 

thwr oommonsensB. "eIBBHr‘̂ flir 
hope that was expreeasd by you, Sir, that 
the cloud, s littls cloud, whioh htSi 
gathered on t.Vwi k~.:—  ' !
^  10} patqmu!

aoaq OAuq OAOUO'I pun uaddiJQ
• 1 o -mlao ‘qcipnOT________________

H'1^
/
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rad law-abiding peopti.. l a  tba mwd*' 
ti«e< i|] iBTOi daty as to bnuga 
Uta SMiar foroea aa to render 
impoaaible the'reoarrenoe of theee daatard* 
ly orimea. We onght to afford nojaati- 
neation for farther repreaeiTo meBanrea.

OUn DUTY IN THB CRISIS.
Sir, we have aleo another duty to 

perform, eqnally argent and paramonnt. 
We find ontiel ves faoa to fees with an atmos
phere of greatldepreseion. There' is, indeed, 
nothing anasaal about it.‘Aotion«ia followed 
by reaction. That ia the nniyerial law, in the 
moral as well as in the material world. The 
atrennona efforts of the last few yeate 
have prodnoed a loll, 1 hope, only a temporary 
loll, in onr politioal aotivitisa. And it hai 
been deepened by the rratrictive legielation of 
the last few years, which 1 deplore, which 1 
protest against, which 1 ooneider to he 
unnecessary, and it has been farther aocen- 
tnated by an extensive police Batvaillanoe 
which now prevails, ( have been 
told that in some towns in the Mofnseil, 
it is impossible for half a dozen friends to 
meet together for any pablic purpose 
without having the police at their heels. I 
have been told that canvassers for Swadeshi 
oonoerne and hawkers of Swadeshi goods, if j 
they happen to be of the bhadrolok hlasr, 
ore shadowed by the police. This is 
deeply to be regretteJ. It is inconsistent 
with the noblest traditions of British rale 
and ia entirely in oonfitot with the cironUr 
letter to which yon. Sir, referred, in which 
the Government enjoins the cnltivation 
of friendly relations bitween the officers of 
Government and the representatives of the 
people. When will onr mlers leern that 
enspioion begets suspicion and engenders 
an atmosphere of mistrust whioW^mdkhs 
oo-operation between the people and the 
Government impoesibUP

THB SITUATION AND OUR 
DUTY.

This ie the oituation and the sitnation 
imposes a duty upon ns, and the graver 
the sitnation the more ssrions are onr 
obligations. There are those who tell ns that 
in view of the present state of things and 
,the attitude of our rulers we shonld do 
nothing, take to our beds and go to sleep.
1 piotmt against this doctrins of inaction. 
Now if ever the time for action has oomê  
now if ever onr people must be roused from 
the torpot of apathy. Now if ever the 
dwrk atmosphere of depression mast be- 
dtssipated and a new life and a new impetus 
oommunioated to the slumberiog impoleee 
of national life and the Promethean epailc 
revitalized into aflame. If yonr Confennee 
even in a email measure gives this impnlsO 
to the waning life of the nation, it will hato 
doue a great service and you will have, 
entitted' yonreelvea to the admiration 
abd gratitude of your eonntrymen by 
noble service nobly rendered. Yon have 
laid down lines of action whioh we 
ought to follow.

THE PARTITION.
You |have'expressed yonr diseatisfaetion 

rrith the partition and yon have reaffirm- 
ed yonrresointion to oontinad tBt agitation 
against the partition until it has been 
modified or withdrawn. Well, Sir, my friend 
Ur. Rasul in his admirable speech this 
paotning referred to the dead isme of the 
'Statesman.” I will not reprat bis argument. 
I  will not seek to spoil the effect of hie 
eloqnent words whioh are still ringing in 
my ears, bat I will say this that we 
are resolved to convert the dead issue into a 
living, vital and vitolizisg problem. 
Other nations have done the 
thing io the past. We are 
to, follow tbeu great exampisb 
diMretotoll the ''Statesman'* 'andaiU 
else whom it may ooncern that wimn 
a people have made up theu mindb 
that a portionlar problem affeoting their wel
fare shpuld be solved in a partiei^r manner, 
i t  thoy are-pereistent and painstaking, they 
are bonnd to have Jtheir own way. Yon and I 
may not live to witness the tnumpk of Urn 

tAieli wo have SftIhUUj

-gy. ^  iu itA ,’ U‘

NATIO
NAL 

ARCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



that trioinph* thoa|>1i long dofanad, will 
ooma M a m  as tha night follows the day. 
Generations of Irish uadcrs have ooma and 
gone-«with the hope of sneoess glowing in 
their patriotio boaoms-»so will it bs with 
ns. Ton and I will pass away and tha onrtain 
will fall npon the seana of oar loved 
labours ; bat the anthnsiasm which glows in 
onr breast ‘•the divine and holy enthasiasm 
wbioh animates ns in regard to this agita- 
tioPt we shall oommnnioata to onr deeoen- 
dants fro.n generation to generation, 
until the triumph has been aohieved 
and the viotory is ours. It has been 
said by the veraoious eorrespondent 
of the "Timee” that the sentiment abmt 
the partition is on the wane, apparently 
beoansa the manifestations of feeling about 
the partition have not been so frequent. 
Ton ennot a law which, to put it very mildly, 
disconrages public mMtings«yoa proolaim 
whole districts—and then you say that the 
feeling against theptrtiti>n has disappeared 
beoanse forsosth there have been no publio 
meetings, The transparent dishonesty iA 
snoh a plea must be apparent to the most 
obtuse. No, Sir, the feeling against the 
partition is not on the wane. It is there, 
deep down in the national heart. The 16 th 
of October is approaching. We shall then 
be in a potion to show what we fe«l about 
the partition and that it is not dead. (Loud 
oheers.) Take the vow even now that as you 
go hack to your homes, you will on that 
day give the lie direct to this false and men- 
daeions report. On that day the voice of 
protest, the voice of lamentation will bs 
heard in every town, in every village, 
in every honsehdd in Bengal, And then 
perhape it will be said by the same 
tribe of verooious osrrespondeats and 
others of that ilk that the demonstrations 
have not been so numerous or that 
they have not been marked by the same 
measure of enthusiasm as before. But the 
truth will prevail, and I am sure the 
voice of interestsd mendacity will be 
hashed into eilsius in the preeenee 
of the huge demonetratioiu that srill he 
oalled into being on the 16th of October next, 

SWADESHI
Ton have taken, the pledge to oo<i> 

tlnue the Swadeshi movement and I am glad 
that you have done so. Ton will soon 
have the bpportunity of redeeming that 
pledge. The poojahs are approaching, 
when large purenases of piees.goods will bs 
made. See to it that the worship of the 
greet m o tbe^I beg pardon of leading 
coutuel for *the proseoution in a famous 
cose—see to it that the yjworship oL 
her whom the Hindoos oalrj^ivine /'^s 
performed in an atmosphere fragrant with' 
the breath of 8wadeshiem.Do not pollute her 
by the preeenee of Imported articles re- 
pngnant to the pledn whWh you have|tak«n, 
I'fear I  have already trespassed upon 
your patienoe-r(Nd,. aô  eertunly not)-^ 
Swadishism is thn cult of the 
eduntry. I t  has beoome a part of but bring, 
t t  is enthroned in bnr hearts. I t  hah pane* 
tratad onr homes. Visit an Indian home, 
and you will find it is^rated with the 
Swatohi spirit. Swadeshi has eome to; 
stay. You do vrril in resolntdy athking tett.
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May I My a word or two about the 
Oont̂ ress P May I give yon a bit of advloo P 
I tbink I am entitlad t i  do so by my ag« and 
tbs T>TtTilsgei whioh belong to age, 1 am 
abont the oldest man in this hail, exoapt 
perhaps Mr. Qhosal. [Mr. Ghosal—I am 
yoni senior] I  invite yon to join the 
Oongreaa—to join it in lirge nnmbers.

We oannot keep away from the Congnss. 
We oannot like Aohillea lie sniking in onr 
tents. We otnnot keep onraelves in isola
tion from the pnhiio life of India. W» 
need the sympathy of all India in the 
atmggle ia whioh we are engaged. In the 
past we had an abnndant meaanre of that 
sympathy. In the fntnre too we shall need it. 
ITaitsJ welatand divided we fall. Yon may 
not like the oonstitntion of the Oongresi. 1 
do not like it 1 protested and 1 fonght againet 
some of its principal featnres, bnt 1 wes van* 
qniehed, beoanse we were so few in number. 
My advice to yon, therefore, is to jmn the 

.pongtesa in large numbers so as to seenre 
tbs acceptance of yonr viewj. By 
remaining aloof yen canngt inflnenoa the 
Congress. By joining it in ooneiderable force 
yoxi cannot fail to gnide its deliberations. 
Bengal hnscontribnted|very largely to the np- 
bnilding of the Congress. Are we goina 
go back upon onr work and undo ItP /Keneot 
upon whet I havosaid, think over the sitna- 
turn and make np yonr mind to attend the 
Oongrese in large nnmbersl

CONCLUSION.
’ One word more and I am done. In the 
long history of onr race we have passed 
tbrongh many crises. We have lived to over- 
oome them all. For we have never fMled to 
adapt ourselves to our environments. The 
same immntable law, the sheet-anehor tit 
out race, will be onr guide in the piMOUt 
sifiuation. The law we shall never bisak^. 
With ths law, through the law, aided 
by the law, we 8hM seek to work ' jiuir 
out sal atioh. I t ia only the coward and 
the paltrooa, whn negleete his duty iu the 
hour of crira. Let us play the paiit oC 
mOn. Respotting the law, a iring  t o  
oonstitutioa which opens out to na 
poadbilities! of politic progress, let tui: 
■liM above the depressing atmosphsii. wdtoa 
sntTonnds hs and carry on otir 0{d wow 
in aceordanea with our old ' traditloDS<  ̂
above all, let nt prove true tooths *'5wngeto"" 
spirit and the '‘Swadeefai'* onlt«^iiU'‘t o '  
darkness whioh sntronnd* ns will duappear 
and we shall have laid broad and deep the 
foundations of that fabric Of oonstitntKNtBa’ 
liberty whioh I  believe is the deatiaSd 
heritage of the subjeots the Bri&h 
Bmpire. Oooe again 1 b« to  plaes b efto  
yon the vote which

A

'u :  ^  ^

4<a* ^ t i s i i  wot. ^
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