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From

Sir,

QMO.'}B‘
et No. 323/ 77

Political DEPARTMENT.

Political BRANCH.

Hon. Mr. V. Levinge. I1.C.3

Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal,

To

The Secretary to the
Government of India
Home Department.
Dated the 8th. October 1910.

e

I am directed to submit for the information of
the Govt. of India the following report regarding the pro-
ceedings of the "Ben@}\ Prov1ncial COnference" whlch was

held in Calcutta on the 17th and 18th Sept anber 1910
2.

rjeeling?

R h el DAL L B T i
Bdnie S TSPESSST SRR PR T NTENR

The Conference meets annually, -and its ob,]ect

is to discuss matters of Provincial interest as distinct
from questions that affect all India. On a reference to
3ir Charles Allen's letter 10.1889.P.D., dated the 20th.
Septanber 1309, it will be seen that the Conference which
was held last year at Hooghly dissolved without fixing a
place or date for this year's session. It was not till
early in September that a small party of leading politicians,
presided over by Basbu Sux;(endra Math Banarji, decided to

hold a conference. A 1ist of the promoters is attached.
Notices were issued/and arpeals were made to the public to .
attend the Conference and to elect delesates.  Some of
the promoters also toured in the mafassal, both in this
Province and in Eastern Bengal and Assam. These measures,

however, met with very 1ittle response, arnd in particular

Chief Secretary’s half sheet.
P.S. Press—2-9-1910—612—2,000—H. L. D: \_/\
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the so-called elections, in this province at least, fell
distinetly flat. It may be noted that several persons
who were described in the newspapers as delegates had not
even been approached in the matter, and that certain resi-
dents of Calcutta posed as delspates from the mafassal
districts with which they were comnected althouch they
had not as a matter of fact either sought or obtained
election. A recepticn Committee was fomed, a list of
the manbers of which was published in the '"Bengalee"
(copy enclosed). The list contained all the most promin
ent names of both thunoderate and extreme partles and

e e AT i e g BTN 1 oy,

is open to con31derab1e suspicion.

3, The vroceedings of the first day commenced
with the singing of "Bande Mataram', after which Rai
Jatindre Math Ray Chowdhury, -amindar of Teki, President
of the Reception Cormittee delivered an address, in which
while comdemming the doings of the anarchist party, he
criticised the restrictions imposed upon the press and
platform. The Hon'vble Mr. Bhupendra Math Bose proposed
the election of Babu Arbica Charan Mazumdar as President
and was supported by Mr., A, Rasul and others. The
President then delivered a long oration in which he painte
in sombre colours the pres-en{; chdition of the country.
While repudiating anarchism‘he devoted himself largely

to attacking the measures adopted to repress it. Be
also touched upon the subject of the boycott and it is
reported that this was the one *\ortion of the speech ¢
which succeeded in arousing the enthus1asm of the audienc
4, The secend day's sitting was; devoted to the |
passing ‘o/f resolutions. Proceedings commenced with y
the singing of "Amar Desh". The first four resolutions
were put from the chair and carried unanimously. The
others were moved by various delegsates. In bringing /
forward the 9th. Resolution asminst the 3editious Meeting
and Press Acts, Babu Bechu Ram Lahiri of Nadia indulgedf
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3.
in an attack on the C. 1. D. which was greeted w:th ap-
plause. Bsbu Gispati Ray Kabyathirtha, who moved the

4
10th. Resolution in condemmation of house searctes, aroused.

great enthusiasm withan impassioned speech in Bengali. -l
In seconding the 13th. Resolution, protesting against the
Rules and Regulations under the Reform Scheme, Babu Jatindra
&n Banarji adopted an obaectlonable tone, alleg"mp that

the scheme had brought to the country dlssensmn and dis-
union. In openirg he attempted to traverse the wording
of the Resolution, which expressed appreciation of the
efforts of Government to associate the people more largely
in the administration, and for this he was effectively
called to order by the Chairman. The proceedings were
brought to a close by Babu Surendra Math Banarji who devoted
hﬂrselrfr‘]%gl ’(Yhe necessity for keeping alive the agitation
agairst the Partition.

d. Copies are enclosed of the Resolutiors and of

Speech of Rai Yatirdra Math Rai Chaudhuri. ) the principal speeches
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Hon'ble Mr. Bhupendra MNath Bose. ) as noted in the mergin.

Babu Arbika Charan Mazumdar. 6. The Conference
Babu Gispati Ray Kabyathirtha. aroused little enthu-
Bahu Jatindra Lal Bamarji. siasm. The attend-
Babu Surendra Math Banarji. ance was not large;

on the fias;;, day not more than 1,500 were present, and on
the second/the nunbers dropped to 700. The tone of the
speeches was free from objection, with some exceptions,
the principal of vhich are indicated above, and the Resolu-
tions were moderate. The proceedings were more orderly
than those of last year, amd Sir mward Baker infers from
this that the leaders had the fear of Government and of
the present law before their eyes.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your me t obedient Servant,

e 6
Chief Secretary to the Government of Rengal. y

2 ettt Bt







Aegrta

’S 5

{ UNITED BENGAL PRO-
VINCIAL CONFERENCE.

e ————

The Following gentlemen have besn
elooted members of the Rssception Com.
mittee of the Qonference to be" held in
Caloutta on the 17th and 18th of Bsp.
tembor next :—

Raya Yatindranath Chaudhari, Chairman,
Raja Pyari Mohan Mukerjes, Dr. Rash
Behari Ghosh, Babu Moti Lall Ghosh,
Hon, Bhupendra Nath Basa, Mr. J.
Chaudbury, Mr A N Chaadhuri, Mr 8
N Chaudhuri, Mr T Patit, Mr A Raeal,
Me J Ghosal, Mr A H Ghazoavi, Mr
Abul Kasim, Hon. Mr Ridhs Charan
Pal, Mr Ramendra Sander Trived’, Mr
Sstyendra Nath Tagore, Kumar Manwatha
Nath Mitter, Mr Kishori Lall Goswami,
Babu Dcva Komar Roy Chowdhary,
Babn Gauesh Chandra Chandsr, Babu
Haran Ohandra Banerjes, Babu Raga-
nanda Chatterjee, Babn Moni Mohan
Chatterjes, Babu Jatindra Nath
Basu, Mr B Chakravarty, Mr 8 R Dass
( Jonior ), Mr @ Chaudhuri, Mr C R-
Dass, Mr A K Ghose. Mr P Roy Chaun-
dhuri. Mr 8 A Asghar, Mr B M Chatterjee,
MrB Chatterjee Dr Sudbix Kumar Bose,
Mr- B8 M Bose, Mr J N Ry, Mr
'8 C Moukerjee, Mr S K Lahiri, Babu.
{ Manoranjan  Bauerjes, Babn  Kedar
| Nath Ghosb, Babu Narendra Nath Dss,
i Babn Muralidhar Roy, Rai Sitanath Roy
Bahadoor, Kavicaj Bijoyratna Sen, Kaviraj
Nagendra Nath Sen, Kaviraj Up ndrs
Nath Sen, Dr. Nilratan Siroar, Dr. Pran
Krishua Acharjes, Dr. R, G. Karr, Dr.
Protap Chandra Mczumdar, Dr. Chandra
S¢khar Kali, Dr. J. N. Ghoss, Dr. J. N.
Mozumdar, Dr. 8. N. -Chaudhari, Dr:
Horidhan Datt, Dr. Amgita Lal Siroar, De.
8. K. Bose, Dr.
Basaota Kumar Bose, Babu Jogesh Chandra
Roy, Mahomed Yusuf Khan Bahadoor;

Chandra Ghosh, Babu Kisori Lal Sircar,
Mr. H. Bose, Mr. J. M. Bose, Mr.T. P,
Mitter, Baba Sares Ohandra Somajpati,
Babu, Horendralal Ruy, Babu .Annada
Charan Sen. Mr, Golam Hossein Ariff,
Dr. Indumadhab Mallick, Baba.
Lalitmoban Ghosb, Babu
Mitra, Babu . Bepin Chandra Maullick,
Babu Rajohandra Chunder, Mahomed
lshfak, Prof Jitendra Lal Bome D,
Satya Saran Mitra, Baba Brecksli ~ Ghose,.

{ Babu Abinash Chandra Gabs;
;j Bandu Guba
1 8e0
1 Babu Brojendra

/ ©

Mr. J B Sén Babu Akhoy Kumar De, Babu-
Awmrita Chandra  Ghose, Babu  Gispiti:-
Kabyatirtha Babn BSachindraprosad Base,
Babuo Spilendra Nath Mitra, Rai Srospath
DPal Bahadoor, Baba Bejoy Lul Dntt,:gyu:
Bachindra Nath Mauakerjee, Prof, Bures’
Ohaundra Roy 2abn Hifa Lal Chakravarty,
Babu Khetra Nath ;Ghosh,. Hajes Nar
Mohomed Jacksria, Mdjibar Bahman, Babu
Surendra Nath Sen B Bu Brofendrs Kishors
Roy Ohowdhari, M¢. R} C. Sen, Mr, 8, P. .
8en Gnpta, Mr. Nisith ‘Chandra Ben, Mr."-
Gobinds Chandra Da” Roy, Mr. Dasaratht
Sanyel, Mr, Sirat Chendea Roy Ghowdhae,
Dr, Sundari Mohsn Dass, Biba- Burendra-
Nath Roy. Baba Nibaraa Chaddrg Makerjee
¢ Bpbu Akbil
Baba .Bankim! Qhandra
Bhudeb Ohsndra* Roy
Nath  Ohatterjse, Babu
Ghosh, Biby stenidﬁ

Baba

Chandra Kanta g
Chandra Mu'lick, Babu :Diirendra

.} Kastagiri, Baba Dwaraksy ‘Nath = Mitrs,

Baba Qovinda Ch Roy, Babu'Gopal Ch Das, -
Bsba Gurads Charan 8m, Babu'' Hara

8. B. Mittra, Eaby

Bsbn Hemendra Nath Bep, Babun Jo%ondr& .

Manindra
Nuth Bhattasharjes, Babu Sorashi Charan

prosad Chatterjee, Babu Harendita Narayge
! Mitter, Baba Jyotipresad Sarvadhilisri,

Babn Krishnaprased : Bawvadhikeri,
Mohomed Habitulls, Mohoxied Jahe,
Babu Mukuoda Lal [Boy, Babn

Rejendra Chendra Guba, Babu. Samat
Chandra Roy Chaudhuri, 'Baba Satyendra
Nath Roy, Babu Sudhendranath Tagore,
Babu Surendra Nath Gaha, Babu Burendra:
Nath Roy Baba'Sarat Chandra Mukarjes;”
Babe  Upendra Narayan cMulkherjee,
Baba Raj Chandra  Cliindér—" Babu
Priyanath Sen, Baba Jyotindre Nath Basn,
Babu Dwijendranath Basa, Mr. Moliai
Mohan Chatterjee,Mr, Abinash Chaudra De,
: Mr. Dhanna Lal Agarwalla, Mr, J. C. Dutt,
! Mr. Manmatha Nath 8en, Babu Narecdra
Kumar Bose, Dr. 8. K, Mullick,- Babu
-Bejoy Krishna Bose, Mr. R. C, Bauerjee,
Bu{m Sorendra Nath Banerjea, Lieutengnt
Colonel U, N, Mukerjee, Babu Lalit Mohan

Das, Babu Narendra Nath Sett, " 8aba
Naresh Chaudra Sen Gapta, .Baby_ den-
dra Prosad Ghoy, Mr 8. N. - Haldar,
‘Basba Muralidhar Roy,. . Babu .

Hemendra Nath Sen, Babu Pramathanath®
Banarjes, Babu Satvendia Nath HBose, Sabu
Haridas taldar, Moulavi Deday’ Buksb,
Babu Krishna Kumar Mittra, Babu:Ramesh
Ohsudra -Ben, Babu Jogenis Nath Muker-
jes, Babu Gopi -Krishoa Kouila. Hebw::
Prithwis Chandra Roy, Mr B N:Roy, Balin:
N

Sarendrs Nath|Mullick.
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JUNITED BENGAL PRO
“CONFERENCE.

VINCAL

S8ECOND DAY'3 SITTING.

The Oonfersnoe held its second  sitting at
11 ». m. oa Saodsy. Tas oumber of
visitore inoreasad considerably aod the
nnmbar  of delegates roce to 73,
What strack  us as A ne#
feature was the presence of some Beharee
youog men ‘among  the  visitnrs, The
Heu'ble Mr, Dip Narayau Singh attended
the Conferenc:.

The proceedings ocommended as usual
with a song and thia time the e.ag was
“Amar desh” sung by Baba Raj Kamar
Baaerjee.

~=RESOLUTION I.

Lare Kinoe-EMPBROR,

The follsw.. ¢ resolation wis pat from
the ohair the and carried wosnimously
~=whole assembls risingin eolemn sileacs.

That this Conference places vu record its
profonad eorrow al the death of King.
Emperor Edward VII. whoss sympathy
with tha psople of Indis and interest in
their welfare, as evidenoed by His gracions
Meseags to the Pricc:a and Poopla of
India on the 50:h anpbiverssry of the
Proolamation of 1858, will ever bs cherish.
ed by the paopla of this country.

REIOLUTION 1I,

Mz, Rk C. vorr.
. The President put the aext resolution
alss from the chair which was oarried by
acolamation by ths Coofersnoe etandicg
in 3olemn silenoa,

That this C,oferecce records ite ssnse
of {rrepirable losas wuich the country has
a .stiined by tha death of Me, Roms:sh
Chuader Datt, whose great pablio servioss
and patriotio devotion to the oause of the
oountry will ever remain enshrined ia the
gratelul memory of his countrvmea.

RE3SOLUTION IIL.
M=axog1ar 1o Lora Ripor.

The following  resolution  was also put
from the ohair whioh was osrried
“Mpem con. "’

“Phat this Oonfarenos exprossesits full eym.
‘pathy with the movemeant which hais een
insogur:ted for an  all-India Memorial to
the late Lord Ripon, whoss memary will
always be cherished by the pavple of this
country for the !Loon of Looal Self-
Government; i India and the general
liberality of his poliey.

RESOLUTION IV.

OoLoNIAL SELF-GOVERNMENT.

Tue Presruent put the npext resolation
from the ohair whioch rupe:— 2

That thia Confarence is of opinion
Tip st the system of Quvernment obuaining
‘o the pelf-g.verning  British  Coloaies
shoeld be extended to India.
It was oarried by acclamation,

RESOLUTION 1V A,

Posr Rasant KanTa,

The following resolution was put from
the ehair which was adopted by
the Conferenca standing in solemo
gilence, That thia Confersnce recorda its
senss of ragret at the notimely death
of Baba Rsjani Kanta Sen, after a protraoted
illaess, who held & high positioa as a litera

.mnnand—" -

e o e AR

RESOLUTION VI

GoveeNMeNT OFFICERS AND PoPULAR

REPREIENTATIVE.

Baba Kishori Monaa Coaudbari, M. & ,B L,
of Rajehaht moved the following rosolation :
~That this Confersnoce desices t1 placeon
reoord its appreciation of the iantentinsol
Government to promte friendly relations

betwesn the Government offisials and the
represantatives of the paopls with a view to
their h4rmoaioui od-operatisza in the in-
teresta of public welfsrs aud good government
and the Cinfsrends exprasses ths  hope that
prac.iosl effect will bs givea to these
1atantions.

In doing eo, he 8ail: =

Yoo koow thaton the 14th  Maroh laat
a Governmeat Ciroalar L:t'er was issued to
Looil Governments. It was issnsd from
 the Seoretary to the Home Department,
[ believs 8ir  Harcll Btoart  was then
3eoretary of the Home Depariment. Sr
Stoart was for some time Direotor General,
if [ mistake mnot, of the Crimina!
Iavestiga:ion Dapartment. Ha hai
peculiar opportanitiezs uf eramining ths
means at the disposal of  Governmsnt of
knowing the wishes and  intentions of the
people at large. You koow that at presen:
the Police Department practioally supplied
the necessary information. At  the
o:test I might say that there may be some
misconesption as to our expressing this to
@overnmentifor the Ciroular Lstter, whioh
spsaka of combating the sitmation, Bat if
you read oarefully [ meen Parss: 6 and 11
you will see that it generally enauaistes the
policy which they gave to tha Distriot of-
fisialy, speoially to toaring offiosrs and Divi-
wional Commissioners as well. Wae are grate-
fal to Govarnment in both ways. In the
Circular Letter it distinotly speaks of the
nature of the seditions movement. It
admits that it was from the woinformed.
and less-acquainted with the workings
of Govarnment that ths fesliog generally
emanated anl the polioy was enunociated
that Distriot Officsrs and responsible
Government officers  should taka speoial
oars not to come to any hasty conclaeion snd
should be thoroughly acqasinted with ths
views of the people and should at first try
to eradioats the ev.l, to remove the misosu-
oeption; and to demonstrate the good
inten'ions of Government to the people in
general 80 that thers may not be aoy mis-
concsption and that there may not be mny
seditions movement at all. The prosperity
of s nation depends npon peacs and
oontentment of the rpeople, and it is
necesgary that the peaos should be main-
tained, and, at the same  time,
it is nesessary that  Exoceutve offiverss
or the officers specially entrusted with th”
daties of maintaining peace and order should
uot come to hasty oconclusion or shoul
not take hard mensures withoat resorting to
less or other ooociliatory masares at first.
Aa [ eaid before, thatin bath ways we are
gratefal to Governmeant. [he fires thing i3
that the presant m1des of sapplyiag informa.
tion are defeotive, and the reaponsible heads
of Govarnment should not accspt them, and
another thing is that here is a partial
reaounition of the prinoipla that we havs

4.} _ozfo~aza wlatforms that the (.-

of protest sgainst popua- messirer
(g oirsumstances wers somewhat
@forent in those days which I eonld
eall “Pre-terroristic Jdays,” but after the
tesrorism has begun the sitaation s
shanged. Now the avala-che of the Govern«
mont wrath threatens to make s olean
oweep of all our natiomal adiviries
‘All our public

movements are urder .

espionage and our very mnsbionsl ufe
{s threatensd, Now Aes no other i
way eave and  except co-oprratiom °

with the author.tiss, Everything, passive 1

to-istance, the b yeott and tne bomb

—averything hae failed and the triumph °

of the antooracy bhas besa oompirie.
Ouar boyoott movement has bsen bombad
by the tercorists. I see w+ have nc ~aps
for boyestt or passive resictance any wurs.
[ brlieve in Extremism if paesive resistanes
be extremism, bat I do not believe that we
cau pursus the boyoitt or passiva resistance
anymore after the introduc‘icn

and aft-r thess politiosl crimeshave tiken e

placs. Qar ecounatry is now passing throngh a
state of transition, and our l-aders should
now oo-operate with 'he rulersat leastin snoial
fuaotions, then the curb of tran+ition will no
doubt be shortened. Nothing shcld bs done
now to widen the culf that exist: between
the Government and the papole, Everythiog
will now be misand rstood, F.r the time
being we ana!l hava to
shartayming of the
opsrate with them; and tr makeall oor
sooisl and moril foroes ral'y round the
(Lverntment in order to m.ks political
crimen a thing of tha past,
The res:lution was carried nem con.

RESOLUTION VII.
ParriTion oF BENGAL,
Mr, A. Rasul propos:d the following res -

lation ;=
That this Conference strongly urges upoa

overlonk the smal.
@overnment and 02~

the (Jovearnment to raverss the Partition
of Bengal or tas modify it in suwsh
a maaner a3 to pliws thy  entire

Bengalse-speaking ocommanity under one
and tne.same administeation, Tha Coafer-
encs cannot acoept the  Partition of Benga

a9 a asttied faot aud urges the people to
continue the agitation against i*,
In doing he delivered the following

speeoh which was applauded every new and
then and produoad an axoeilent effect upon
he andiencs, Mr Rasul said: —

Mr.Coa nan,and  Brother Delegates
—=I have by 1 osl ed upon to move this resc-
lution, bu- » at is thera tosay about the
partition [ thiok every thing that oan ba
said has be. « «id about the partition. 8till
[ suppose w: must eay something. We
koow that our Sesretary of 3tits Lord Mor.
lay, has said :Lat it is & settled fact,
This morning wa saw the “Statesman.”
aaid that it was a dead is-ue. Tf it is dead,
T suppnss no'hing mre oan be said. I do
no think, howavar that  i: ia dead, on tha
oontrary it isvery mch alives I do m .t
kaow wiether any reprisrof the “‘States-
man'" is prewnt he:e. 1 shuld like bim
trte hara Yes, the *‘g'atesman” oan
oertainly afford to eiy 1t is dead beoanse
all eense of gratiiade, a3 far as
ths “3Jtateman” is coancernel is dead,
I will not say anything more. Gentle-
men, you know all  about the ‘Itates
man (a voice Feienl of Indin), yes, »
varitahla friand iad.ed, how it wia martared
by the [ndiacs, bat now it has beatsan the
Englishman hollow as an offisial papsr sap-

haon «il along advoeating on the Coagress

porting the Governmont I wlil ast say any-

—————tgaghathae it ia. dand. bat wa






OHAIRMAN'S SPEECH:
The Chairman of the Reception-Committee,
Rai Jotindranath Ohandhuri dhea deliversd
the following speeoh :—

Gentlemen,—In the nams o* the members
of the Reception Committee of tbe United
Bengal Provincial Conference, '1 beg tp:
offer you a hearty weloome to this town.
The very exosptional eircumstanses aadef
which we have invited:you all are our:
apology for the many ehortcomings in out
arrangements to give you a suitable
raception. This year we have bhad to make
very hastily 'the necessary arrangements
for the sittings of the Conferenocy and
wo therefore crave yoar indulgence to ascept
our wish for the deed and to exocuse us for
the many iunavoidable inconveniensces you

éz ,] e mll have to pat up with during your stay

I know that all of you are inepired
vnth 8 highJsenss of patriotism and devotion
to daty towsrds oar commoa motherland. I
‘haveno doubt that our request fills on in.
dulgent ears. Again I thank you, gentle.
mep, for the tronble you have taken to come
over here to guide the delibsrations of this.
Conference,

LT )
Gentlemen, theve are panods in tho

to De out of gear; we ars passing throngh) &
goriod liks tbis in our own history. Fhe
seling betwaen the yulers aud the raled
and that between the Hindus and the Musa.
| Imang—=the two g'ent races peopling. nea:ly
the whecle of Lacis mare mafortunately nat
only not what they -honld be Ili’ut they qs, 1
dosply regret to  Biy; bevoming, day
by day, moremd more strained, o -state of
things ovzhwh s ‘disastrony o "the b-sl;i;gi
mu ourcommon oountry. Pl

itatim .8 pnouully diad.
nOH RS | | gymg B fﬂi!’
t the mhs\ntanta of ;this ,donutey

ey may be. hauled - -up any dsy for
wlnt they mlght have sald: 'ithrm nohes

:siolmy of ‘the Government, -Thers: are
geensions amongst the peoplen. themselves,
whmhy joint action has begome vory. dxﬂ-
-onlt if not adtaally .imp '-su"ble Qgper &
:?ve thess there are aﬁll. we tndt ady
our shame, fow’ misguided young mad
-wha have brought disgracs apod the hame
‘and. fame of theloyal:[ndians by ests-of
violenda and aseassiaations whioh -hawe
sonsed deop ablrorenes "t the part’ of, the
i.l»‘yﬂ ILudisus. Ounr m‘l‘;:' tﬁ m;:tmntﬂ:
o0 atrocitien ;have A& polidy no
known before andet Brit'sh ‘administestion;
Theps and sevaral othar facts nave prodused
8 lull in our politiasl motivitise and have
chilled the formep spirit of enthuslasm
amongst our countrymen,

b2

bistory of Nations when everything seoms"

any other time by way of critieising the.



But to me it seems that the state of things

stimuloue to joint efforts sash as  areto be
found in our Congresers and Conferenees;
All our leaders shou!d pat their heads-{o-
gether to devise means tv combat anarenisn
‘whick ie still lingering inthe coutntry’ and’ fo
putour house in order #o that we maygo
on with oar work of political activities with
unabated energy. Trug grentness lies not'in
success alone but it liés fn overdoming failntey
| which we cannot aveid gltogether in thiys
| world  of ouss. Bomambn ‘that the gyes
of the whole world .are wuwpon u¥;
Jif we oan overcomsé ouy present diffioalties and
turn the facts now obtaining in the country
to our advantage :! removang the evil nmib
taking -dvsntsge the' good, then Iwe shal ﬁ
be abls to justify our politioal wmbifions
before the whole civilieed world and the bax’
{ of humanity, Ttis therefore time . thstm
‘should put asde ‘our inertia sodput: our
lhollders to the task -of cur national regener-
‘ation. Before I address s fow worda with

je to the subjects to be bronght
befare this Couféersnce for dircussion,: I
‘musk rafer to the. spirit of anarchim' which
-svidently ofill. exiate . amongst some
-misguided  yonths. who, bat far their
‘orimes og hh‘mu‘i:x:mn:l -of “inpogent
persons and. their. o esigny. in some
‘oades ab lonst:againet the preent administza-
| tion of the country, wonld have been- thé
wbjects of our pity. . A. strong voicsof.
condemnation should 'go forth from s
puombly for these ‘acts of brutal srimes=="
-erimes which ‘herm. ‘our people more ‘thau
‘they harm our Goverament.. It shonldi.
 disbinotly enunoiated that thdmhonl abhg
‘nothipg move then marder and assassinsti
-swmbe itjfor political, . social, religions and’ nn;y
qther purposis. The country of Fiord Buddba
‘and Liord Gouranga ean “heva: not.hing todo
‘with alnm of qn,y sort,. e?ﬂnch leeahomleidal
Forimen. AF ‘

Bovemgn they are only'm s ‘fo-otir fell:

iug to our Gody whose earthly; roprmatbtlﬂ
tho fo:meris. As for'the Hindus, of w! T
‘oan. qpuk ‘with _sproe- amount of - con '
and certain'y no.. réligiona -ceremony esn bs
“hiel Hinde ; hmoholﬂ i withait phying

Hindus 0 long th p inain Hindupto

on%ortdn sny; oﬁhetbd'ﬂg than: that oﬂoul
tawards. llmr Som-xgn._ Ths

sketohed before furnishes us, or st lesab it
should furnish us with -sesd adiitiona ? T o
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our ocountrymen, the very spirit. of
Swadeshism (by  whioch expession I‘
understand  the spirit of kesping, one’s
solf true to the distinotive charaoteristics
of one's own country and of heing imbued
mth an active respecs for what is in
one’s own oountry, and a feeling of ocon.
demuation for base imitation of foreign
ideas, eto.) wiil sound the death.koell f
anarchism. It is therefore bad polioy on
the part- of our Jovernment to try todo
snything whioh would stop the growth of
this spirit of Bwadeshism. The trae
Swadeshism, [ take lt. therefore, will not
ooly prove iour ecomomif salvation but £
will goa grest way ‘to .destroy that
form of uorest in the |country which
manifests itself in anarchieal onmes. 1
therefore make myself bold to recommend
to the Government to reconsider their atti-
tdde towards Swadeshi an< to look upon It
with sympathy so that it may be a sourecs
of strength not only to the peopls but to
the Government alsa. If the éonlnment
had from the very begioning adoptpd
friendly attitnde towards it aud tried to
guide the movement properly, the oountry
would have been spared the gloom aspect
ich it mow wears. Our duty therefore to-
wards this form of unrestlis simple and plaic.
We must oreate a strong feeling of pub-
lio indignation against the anarchioal crimee
in any shaps. I trust that the Oonference
will not fail todo ite duty in thiaj vespeot
To these miguided youthe, if my voice reaches
them, I wish to say one thing. They should
ponder over tneir doinge aud ses what in.
caloulable harm they are doing to themuelves
and to their country in ?eninﬁng in muoh 4
sinister listy of action. . “They must furthar
'consider bhow they are lnll)mgthum
name of their own eountey by sheit
deeds.. If the anarohioal crimes, vhielmn
iwestern. imports make -this opuntxy their
permansnt home as'in ' Etuope. Isho
think the consequences” which they will
‘upon.: out golnutrygmn and the"h

nature-=h thivg which I valu-m
than earthly treasurs -as & legaoy Jegeivnd:
Tonetatha

from our pious ang - mmd
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This leads me to the question of Re-
pressive measurss recently pisssd by the
!@overnment of India, OF thgse, the two
Aots, namely, “‘an Aot for the prevention of
inoitements to murder and to other offsnces
in Newspapers,” Act VII of 1908, and
*an Aot te provide for the better control of
the Press”. Aot Iof 1910, deal a serious
blow at publio oritisisms of Government
measures by our Press, No doubt some

Indisn papers indulged in eeditious
writings and openly preached murder and

asseasination for political purposes, but tha™

doesnot justify the praotioal gagging o
tho whole Indian Press. Panish byall
means those who openly instigate orime and
murdey, but do not make pubiie oritioism
difficuit by putting a halter round the meck
of the Editors of the Indian Press generally,
The matter is aggravated by its praotical
sdministration inasmuch as the writings
which ‘are oonsidered to be  seditious or ex-
ociting race.hatred when they appear ia jthe
Indian-edited Press, are passed over when
they appear in the Anglo-Indian  Press.
Now, if this state of things be silowed to
g0 on, it is not unlikely  tim$ the firmn faith
of the Indisns in the fairness aud impartial
justics of the British rule in this ocouuntry
may recsive & rade chook. This
firm faith of the Indians ia the
impartial eense of  British justics, 1

{need hardly say, is an asset more valaable

for the permanency of the British rule than
all the (military strength put together and,
for the matter of that, it is an essential
facter-for the welfare of both England and
India. I do not intend to give you ims.
tances in which tae rabid writings of &
section of the Anglo-Indian Press are
pastad without notice, even when the at-
tention of the Government was called to it
nor do I wish to place before you those
ingtances in whick comparatively harmless |
writings in the Indian-edited papsrs brought
trouble upon their  _unserupulous
Editors. Over and above these, the Aot VI
of 1907, being “an Act to make better.
provi.ion for the prevention of Puablie
Meetings likely to promote. sedition or- to
cause a disturbance of publio tranquility .
which you all know has been recently
given a further leass of life by Qontinning:

Act (Aot XVIL, ‘of . 1010) gives the,
Exeoutive authorities to suppress any mest-
ing and sllows the Police Officer & right to
enter into the mesting place and to take
notes of the proceedings. In the areas
proclsimed under the Act, Bo public meet-.
ing oan be held without the permission; of:
the District Magistrates in the {Muffieil’
and the Commissionars of the Polics in the
Presidency towns, Now it is almost impos-
sible to call any mesting under 0 many res-
triotions, and it is {absolutely impossible to,
,nxgms‘ our thoughts freely and to critioise

ublio men and measures with independence
Ewit.hont which no criticism is usstul) ; the:
Aot is said to beintendasd for the prevention
of public meetinga likely to promote sedition
or to oause a disturbanes of publis tinqui-
lity. If any man is foolish anough to preach
esdition in{a public] meeting thers - is
the ordinary law. (by (which- seditions
of all kinds are exhaustively dealt
witlig thatcan be easily invoked, Byta
public meeting oreating a disturbancs of
publisftrdnquility jg nowhere existe qmpt__'
porhaps in the heated imagination of somé

of United Bengal, of which I know some:
thing, 1 am-aware of n0 such publis mesting
‘whiok dirsctly or ‘tndirestly oan be : legiti-
mately held responsible for any disturbance
of the public peacs. Bat I know 'that at
least ons poecefilpublic meeting “wie moat
' ' d ' peacsful agd res.

otable gentlemen atbmdih%“it " from’
EO different Distriste of ‘Bengal - wats
not aware what ' the peacefsl and hg;?l

respeotable delegates: of ~ the . Barfial.
Conferencs did to meet “with the irestment
they received  thete, After this, tosiy.
thist the public mestings ip this' country
require to be looked sfter so~as to prevent
from being » soures’ of pablio

of our over-zealons Police;Officers, Bp',epkihi‘l

disturbapee ia.to diatort the trath and to

eup 4 Fraukenstein for nol:hm&//;l

”




The Government of Indis, in an exosllent
Res~lution, dated the 14th  of Maroh last,
inaugarated a pslicy of reconoiliation
which is very opportune and  oalonlated to
do immenss good if the imstructions
contasined in it are judioiomsly and
vympathetically  carried out. Now I
ask the  Government to  compsre
the contents of this Rssolution with the
text ofthe Repressiva Aot mentioned
before and to reconcile the two. I am
sure that they will agres that the formeris’
a oalm and statesman-like doocument in-
spired with the nobls desire -of the Govera.
ment to prevent rather than to punish;the
, I fear, cannot be desorivsal i.ntlmJ

same term$5, Thereis another aspeot of the
question with reference to which I wish to
eay a few words. These restriotions put
apon the press and the platform are sc many
weapons whioh ematculate the Indians
even to the extent of waking them power.
lesn to atand for their legitimate rights and
to oo-operate with the Government in their
efforts to restore order where anarchical
orimes prevail. I am not roferring here
to Baocon’s dictum, namely, that te suppresd
sedition, we should remove ¢'the matter of
sedition,” What I mesn hers is cimply
this that the Qovernment, by curtailing the
right of fres disonssion, in the Press and
on the platform, of public men and
measures in this ocountry and of our grie:
vanoes (whioh are just and many i~ tha
worda of Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, the J:.nd
Old man of India) are really strengthoning
the hands of the anarchiats and weakening:
f;oportionntely the hands of :he l.yal
ndians. Now to say the least of it, this

is highly ing;igdjpllt and uawise,

The Government of our good Viceroy,
Lord Minto, at whose initiation mainly we
have got the recent reforme, is entitled to
our highest gratitude becanee during 'his
Qovernment the Indians, for the first time,
wers given opportuanities to  show their
qualifioations which fit them for the
highest appointments, and bacause daring
this period, several otner liberal measures
were adopted whioh open to the Indian mind
a leng vieta of faturs prospeots. The
Roform Sohemé of whioh we  hava heard
80 muoh , is a beginning for whioh we must
be gratefal to our ralers.

This Soheme gives us  additional
facilities of discnesing the Budget, . for
putting supplementary questions aricing
out of the interpellation and £or the
«/ futther expfnsion of our Legislative

Counoils both Imperial and Local. Forall
thess we are, and we sught to bs, thankfal

to the Goverament. Bat at the same tims

it oannot be denied that some of these

|- reforms at least were overdus by meny years

and some at least donot  go saffici ntly far
enough to be fully useful bdoth to the Gov-

ernment and to the people, I shall presenily

show what I mean. Ths prinoiple of elegtion
recently introduced is, I am afraid oa)folatsd

to do more herm than good espacially in

reepact of the ultimate fugfon of the differ-

entnations of India " ioto & common.

‘nationality. I fdo nmot gradgs that

the Mahomedens when they  themselves

edmit that they are far less advan-

ced than their Hindu brethreh shonld

be given isome additions]l facilities to:

proteot their rights as the rights of the
_minority, This can bs easily done b

‘keeping open few eeats to ba filled by the

_Government ou the nomination of races
(iajuriously affected  according to some

rales specially framed] far the purpose.

What I objsot to is to give the membera of.

one race, even in thoes parts of_|
E@

where they ave no  minority, an unfair”
advantage over the other races whoee only.
faults are apparently that they are io
the majority] and they are more ad-
vauosd fthan the former, In & oountry
Jike Indin whers the -people ars  not
Momogensna thers . should bpat lessfGne. ..
E‘u where they should neoesarily think that.
they 816 Tndinna firet and {Hindus, Mshom:
‘dans, Parels and Christluns aftarwards, And
¥ place Is {befter suited for this: purpore
: our Loegislative Counoili® 1 submit
Ahst:none meed enter theassored portals of
g Qouncils who oignot for the purpeess-af
sniissing publi¢ -measures at least pat aside:
s.astrowness’ of such _paroshial feeling

4=
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as that of oonsidering themaslges
| Hindos and  Mahomedase etfe., and not
Todiaas. We have no p:rliamentary Givare.
-ment and we have not the prospect of having
suy withia a  reisomable time, bsoause our
Seorstary of  Btate Lord Morley has takea
artionlar oare to divest vurselves of that
des ; our position as mambers of the Legis:
1ative Counoils here,and I mean no offence
to the pressnt Hon'ble Membars, is no
better than that of our Pleaders and Coun.
sels befere &  judioial tribunal. Now I put
this question serionsly, whether it is desirable-
tbat in appoioting oar lawyers, should wa bas
restrioted in our selection of them by esn-
sideration other than that of fituess ounly P
1f not, why shonld we ba handioapped in
selesting our representatives ia  the Lwegi-
slative Conaoils whose number is not ad-
equate by cansiderations other thad ftness
end fitness alone? By introducing
csiderations of rmoe into the eleoction of onr
representatives to the Legislative Councile, a
wall of partition has been raised between
the different oummunities, This partition
will bring in its train, discord where
 thers was  harmony, ill-feeling  where
thers was good feeling and  amity,
and a strife where thers was not the least
ohanoe of differencs. Taking this view of
the matter I hold this partition, that is to
say, the partition of the diffarent races and
communities in India in the matter of
their franohise is even more injarious to our
true interssts than the most unfortuanate
Partition of Bengal, It 1is pregnant.
with more evil [consequences than
the other partition is. ’

Already you must have noticsd that some-
of our Mahomedan fellow countrymen ere
tryiug to have special'seats allotted to them.

Rural Committees. In another word, they

into the distant villages where ‘the inhabi-
tants will be taught to think that they ars
no oo-villagers having similar righta and:
identioal interesta but they are Hindusand

agenoy or machinery better oaloulated to
bring about disanion amongit- our villagese
and todestroy the little amount of corporat-
ed feeling which they still have, I do not
[ inean that our Government hae conssioualy
done all this, but what I beg to submit is
that the oae inevitable conseqnence of this
method of elaction andof the granting of

| the franchise, will be the fcstering of thera.
1 hatred and thersby patting back the-

lock of political progress, ¥ appeal to the
leaders of the Mahomedan ocommanities not
to pursue this fatal policy and to ponder
'lover the necsssary conssquences thereof.
'T thiok there is no Hinda in this country
who will not lend ihis helping haad to bis

less advanced brother of the Mahomedin

community and who will try to usirpall
rights and facilities and keep theseto
themselves only,

"If we analyss the Reform Scheme oriti-
oally we shall be able to find that in the
reosnt soheme there isnot moch which will
lead s larger number of men, than hitherto,
to take part in the election and, which wili
open & wider field of eleotion, that ié to say,
o wider eleotoral area from whish weare.
to choows our representatives. I submit
that everyone will agrse that these twoare.
the ohief faotors for judging the respective
merits of the different methods of election..
The-¢ller sckeme, whioch the uew scheme.
ted, gave ue practieally &5 many

.
‘alxqtots as the present scheme does, eave and

‘exeept &  fow  Mahomedans who.
aze newly ‘enfranchised, If we eéxclude”

‘Mahomedans who have been enframochissd
8 Mahomedsne; Tdo not iad any enlarge.
-&ont of the elaot»rlliéhllis even t{o PrOpos~

,,,,,

evon ia the Distriot and Loeal Boards and:

intend to carry this difference desper even-

Mahomedans, Idonot know of any other



franchise Indian commigreisl osm<
munity has been voted by ‘odr*phi‘oih{ho":f
Secretary of State. OF cours? I do not iB;J
that the landholders have been granted the
right Lo elect five representatives to the
Loeal Oouncil sud one to the Supreme
Couneil and the Distriet Boards and Munim-.

ities, instead of being alternately allowed

take part in the election, have under the
present echeme, been prastically allowed to
take part in every eleotion. But all this osnnaot
be aaid to enlarge the elestorasl basie, inas-
much as the eame individuals taking part in
the cld elections, *will be allowed to take
part in the new elections. In coneidering
the present electoral basie, I exclude the
Planters, Euoropean Merchants snd Land-
holders, becauss they in some way werxe

allowed to take iurt in irevious elections.

Regarding ths functiots of the newly
.enlarged Legielative Councile, the , addi-
tiona; focilitles for the  discuesion
of the "annual Financial Statement in the
Locsl Legislative Council (with which I am
chiefly coneerned hare ), the granting of the -
power to the members to put eupplementary

ueation for the purpoes of further elucidat-

g sy matter of faot regarding which a
request for information has bean madein
their original question, snd the right
newly granted to the members for the dis-
ougsion of matters of general publio interest
in the Local Council, are most impo.tant
and very useful. For all these we are
thaokful to our Government. These con-
cessions contain germs of great fatore
poseibilities. 1f these are properly used by
our representatives, which I have no doubt
they will do, and sympathetically watehed by
4he Government, they w1l surely lead
to ithe removal c¢f moch of our
griovances. Amongst thess the grant:
ing of the powerof putting supplementary

ussticn and of the additional faoilities for

e disouesion of the Provinoisl Budget are

sortainly overdne by ‘many iears.

1f we look into the mannerin  which our
representatives in the Councils have used
the right of interpellation ard, if Iam
permitted to eay. into the general evasive
way in which the cIficisls ars compelled
?erhape by many ciroumstances to furnish
he wformatior, it is only natural that ad.
ditional facilities should be givea to elu.
oldate the subject-matter of the original
uestion. Regarding the disonssion of the
'rovincial Budget, the old rules only
suppled Bthe non-official membera of
the Counicil with an  opportunity te
deliver & spesch when everytbing was
over with reapect to the allocation ofi
the Provincial finance; it was at best an)
-aoademical debate which affested notin
the least the arrangement previously made
by the Goveramevt. Nowin thes inter-:
mediate stagea of the Badget debate ws srxe
sllowed, through our representa‘ives, to
icipate in the discussionand to forma-

e definite proposals regarding the Provia-
cial ﬁnnnm;%nt the Government has takin
special care and has ruled that no member
in the final etage shall be permitted o5
move an{ Resolution regarding therets,
nor shall the Badget bs submilted to
the wote of the Council. Having
regard to the fact of the practioal:
useleseness of the Budget disenssicn -under
the older rule, can wo not say that we
were entitled to the present oconceesions.
long, long ago? Aftezall the eduocational
improvement in the country, can wénot
‘voasomably ask  for the grunting of somne’
real power to our countrymen and  of some.
pen] cimtrol over the finanoe and  adminis-
tiation of our country? There sre mauy
matters of purely  domestioc ecomomy
‘sad-  adminfstration regarding whish .. the'
Government can safely grant some - amount

| A
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of sutovomy to our countrymen./ Is it
too much togeix that in euwoll harmlees’
matters as- education, eanitation sad
other ate matters sffecting our
bearth and home we should be given statu-
tory right to the effeot that in cases relating:
there.to, say, if two-thirde of the non.official
members are of some.defioite opiniom, that
opinion shall prevasl. ;The grantivg of some
sach power will really raise the status of the
‘people and will fi'l the minds of our repre-
sentatives with s trne sense of responsibili-
without which noserious businesa can be
ealt with eatiefeotorily. This wili go =
great way to 1econocile the people and to
semove the growing wunrest in the
oountry, Thiewill to a great exient take .
the wind out of the eail of the anarohists
and restore psace to the ovuntry. 1 read
theother day that the Government of
‘Madras is engaged in ocodifying the rules of
oonduot for the Earopean officiale in their
bebaviour towards 2the :‘inhabitants of this
oouutry. I greatly appreciate the efforte
of Government in  this direction, but I
fear that 'as o laws of Parliament oan
make 8 man moral, so no cedification of
rules will make our officials, except in rare
onses, learn to respeot our comutry-
men as fellow-subjests of our common
Soversign, Now it is neadless for ms to
say that without true respect there osn be

ao true symgthi and no true friendship.

Our grisvanoes are many. It is impossible:
to deal adequately with them all in a single
paper like this, 1 shall therafore touch only
with the ealient amongsts thepgq. The
prinple of Local Self.-Government—ths

atest gift of our Jate noble Viceroy Lord

ipon—has  practically \windled into
nothingness + The Corporation of Oal.
outta and the Calentta Universlty hace
been praotically offio:alised. It has been
trolp said that the Municipalities are
nureries for the training ofa peoplein the
principles. of Self-Government, By taking
away the oontrol of the Coﬁrparution of
Qalontta from the rate payera a great"
wrong wasdoue not only % them but an in |
oslonlgble injuryis done tothe cause of
the principle of Self-Government in-
tbis country by depriving the people of
the first and foremost training ground for
their education in that respect. I hops
and troet that firm but respeotful  voice
mrillgo forth from this assembly proteating !
‘against the whittling down of the little:
powsy of Self-Government which the people.
of the country enjoyed and affirming that we "/

want further expanfion of that principle. .
In this connevtion * we may support: our,
argument by quoting from the rebommen-
dations, bearing upon the point, made by:
the Roysl Commiegion upon. Decentralisation,,
The question of the supply of good drink-"
ing water and of the construction of
drainage in the Muffasil isa question of life
and desth tows. Ourthanks are due to the
ent Lientenant Governor of Bengal for

all that he has done for the supply of good
drinkiog water, but 1 regret to may that
still it is inadequate -to ¢dpe with this’]
problem. By the recent amendment of the-
sl Local Belf-Goyérnwment Act, :the
money realised as  Road-Coss _ has. been

‘earmarked for the special _parpose —_—
for : which it was .oviginally levied.: At /(\w-j
For. the remote viilages L/ :ﬁu.—"_

io'necessary for the Cproper.. use of the
‘money lem‘df.rdmthem::o; atthe inhe .
‘tants thareof may enjoy. its bewefit ,dirspt:

g




Iy. Thers must bs feome 'agency, I mesd,
‘rGL Panchayets in the village or 'gwu.p,ét
will which will be trusted

J L]
with-the duty of keeping the villages|
in 8 reseonsbly good sud sanitary
.:mditi&n nm:ﬂ wl;iohA d-il;dhigke : oarel
or o supply of good ~drinking’ water,
For these purposes, the village Pﬁ;hnyet,
should have, at their disposal & certsin
‘| share of the land.tess levied in the village,
spscific ohars of the Givernment grants
.t the District Boards for sapitary and
|other parposes; special grants for partioular
objects of local importance and, receipts
'from village ecattle-pounds entrusted t«
their managemen( within the village
When this is done,” I  hope we
ehall see better days in our villages and
we shall be able ts cimbat with such
-scourges as Malaria and Plague better. Av
,In.the ocase of the principle of the Linoal
Belf-Government, so in this inetanos aleo,
we may avail of .the recommendations
of the above Royal Commission and
.strenghthen our arguments by quoting their
,;nthcrity in oar favour.

In the pressnt time when Boliﬁonl agita-
tion bai besn made practically impissible
in the country, some of our leaders are of
opinion that we should, for soms time at
least, bid good-bye to politios and devote our
attention to social and economie questions
only. Ido not deny that there is some
trath in it. 1€ we try to eradioate some of
‘the accial evils now rampant in our aociety
end to improve ourselves edusations!ly and
to develop our) resources, we ars told, we
sball not bring ourselves into ocollision with
our officials and we shall ia thet case be
able to do more by way of ameliorating
the oonditions of our oountry them
otherwise, Bat there iss difficulty special-
ly in economio questions, Woe exp=oted that.
as India has not the financial lndependence
toadjust its tarif duties with refereacs to
foreign.imported goods, our Government
would support us in our Swadeshi efforts,
but as fate would have it, this has not been’
done. 1n his oonversation with an Ameri.
can journalist, onr good Viceroy expressed
his wonder why the Inoiaa peopls
without orying for a protectiva tariff should
hava preferred to eschew foreign goods by
their efforts knowa as Swadeshi-Boyeott.
Ounr explanation with referencs to this
wonder remains why it is that His Excel-
lengy’s Governmaat do not see their way to
give the people.their moral support for their
S #adeshi movemeat. 1t will ba sesn there.
fore that there iano  easy-sailing at least
with soms of our purely domestic conocerns.
I do not at the ssme time deny that by
?utning our own house in order wo may

ollow the line of least resistance to soms
extent and thereby we may improve our
oondition to such a state in which wa may
nsturally outgrow the present system of
administration and our rulera  cannot _bat
acceds to us some of the poliical rights for
which we are in vain raising our ¢oice now.
My hombls advics to you iu this re i
—along with your other activities fregflate,
your conduet in such s way that cur comtry-
men may not come into collision with the
Government officials,

I bave already trespasssd much upon your
valuable time; [ now ask you to proceed
i to your businese, One word moreandj
have done. Welive in strangs times when
everything ceems to be out of joint, we:
should therefore all bo united in thonght
and aotion and  we should forget our nwn
narrow s:lf aod forego all psrsonal egua-
-tions aud devote ounr heart aod soul to.the
true interests of our mther lanil. Lst:tha
celebrated revelation of old :— )

“SRITR wEfes it TR

TR QA KA I 3 PAYACS )
be a living trath with us. Again allow me
entlomen, to acoord you all @ most haarty
[ welcome.
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ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. .

The Hon'ble Babn Bhnp;ndm Nath
Bose Lon'

gentiemen,
{ have been called apod; sinocaj I enterad this
);{al\to l:lm";i th;:kBa:: ﬁ.‘u_lbica Charan:

ozumdar do e the ¢ u,{ﬂlﬂmﬁ N
it is & call, from the ohair, whioh I donit wish.
to disobey. You will ali admit that the
present times are very difficult indexd
sud I betray no secret when I say that
amongat ourselves thers was a eomeiderabls

difference of opinion as to whether, bhaving
regard to the diffioulties of the present

situation, the Bengal Provinoial Conferenca’

should be held at all. Well, jgortle.
men, after a great deal of deliberation
an not withont muoh misgivin
ws decided to hold the Conferenos, whio
your presence to.day has made a suceses.
But, gentlemen, though we decided to hold
the Conference, we cannot conceal from
ourselves, we  cannot put away from our
vision, the difficaltiss that surround end
confront us. We bhave, on the one
hand, the growth of an anarchical
spirit amonget sume of our young men
resul.ing in violence, and orimes againet
pereon and property; ws

on the other hand/Tepressive legislations
coming one after the other, hurled from tha.
heights of 8imls, Under these circom.
stanoes having decided tohold the C mnter.
ence the question aeoss as to who shonld be
the manjwho would guide the deliberations of
the Conference. That also was a very difficult |
question; for, gent:iemen, you will-ull
admit, that the man, who woald bs ocalled
upon to preside on such an ocoasion as this
must ba possessed of great pawers gaid-
[ ng) deliberations moderately and at - the
same time, with crorage sod strength,
avoiding, on the one haad, all undus
icenve and maintainiag on ths other,
s oprit lof moderation and sabriety
in the resolutions and wspeeches that
we put before the Conference. Gentlemen,
unanimously the choice of the iecsstion
Committee fell upon my friend Babu
Ambica Oharan Mozumdar (cheers). Who
more than he, in all Bsngal, Kact and West,
has devoted the beat part of an active and
energetio life in the services of his mother- |
land? Who more than he, has the
sllurements of office and temptation of power
and privilege and has preferred to remain
with the people for whom he has fought eo
valiantly and at such tremendous eaorifices P
Whose services are greater than his P
He has worked not only in the fisld of
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polities but also in the jmore dangercup
land  diffioult spere=wthat of  aocial
reform in Bengal. Wheraver & grieven
bad td be redressed, either political o
social, wheraver any depressed clads,
either politiosl or social, had to bs raisede;

ths voice of Babu Ambica Charan

slways heard, firm and strong, in the cauke
of justice, trath and liberalism.? (Applause)
Qentlemen, sush 3 man was  wanted
to preside on an cooasion like this
and if the times hawve been diffioals
the man, we have - ochosen,is worthy. 1.
will not recount to you the olaimas of my
friend to ocoupy the position that we have
acoorded, or are going to accord to him on
this occasion. To all Bengal he is as well-

{kmown a8 tome. 1 will appeal to you,

delegates and visitors, to lend to " him, sll
your moral support on an occcasion so diffi:-
oulty Iappealto you to exercice the
strongeet of restraint and moderation

upon Il you do and eay, so that

e
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you can make the path of my friend ler
rdiﬁoult than i$ ordinarily is. Thers are,no
doubt, olouds on the harizon, dark, disma'
and threatening ; but we have a good helms.
matat our bead and Iam eure he will bs
able to steer our course safely throagh sll
the diffionlties of the present situation, I
therefore, appeal to you with all confidencs,
that you will acospt with soelamation
my proposal that over this Conference Babu
A nbios Charan do preside.

Mr. J. Ghosal ssconded the resolation in
the course of whioh he said :—Ladies and
goutlemen, after the beauntiful speech which
you have just heard from the Hon’ble Babu
Bhugandm Nath Bose, there is  very little
left for me to say about the president to be
elected. Ofcourse, I do not mean_ to say that

“1 he has exbausted the subject. 1 oould kesp you

the whole day by ennmerating the servioes
of Babu Ambica Charanif 1 were to state
them hers., He is well.knowa to you all, to
all Bengal and for the matter of that tothe
whole of India. He has been a Congresei-
man from the very beginning of the:
movement and his figare has alweys
adorned the platform of the Congress. His.
speeches have been great!y edmired by the
whole asudience. You have heard under
what diffisalties this year’s Conference has
been held.  Uader these ciroumstances
we wanted the safest mau and the
ablest pomsible man who has not only got
the general expsrience, but who has presided
before at soother Provinoial Conferenoe
sad his experience in the past will also be
a safe guide to him on this cosasion. I need
not say anything farther. I heartily second
the proposal.

Mr. A. Rasul supported the proposition,
He said : =Mr, Chairmaa, ladies snd geatle-

| men: I have been ocslled upon to support

the  resslation. The previous speakers
have said ell that can be said about Baba

| Ambioa Charan Mozamdar. I don’t think

I need say anything more than this that
he is a leader who is unizersally respacted
by Hindus and Mahomedans alike,
(Jheers) I have great pleasure in supporting
that Babu Ambiea Oharan Mozumdar
do take tha ohair on this ocossion.

Babu Jogendra Nath Muakherjee ‘lent
his support to the resolution. He said:e=w
Ladies and gentlemen, I have great pleasare
in supporting the resolution. Babu Ambiea
QGharan has been s publie man in “engal
for many years and we have listened to

‘('the eloquent terms in which the hon'ble

mover of this resolution has referred to
his merits, I need hardly dilate on the
exoelient mervices done by him in the Legis-
lative Coancil suoa the pablic platforms
tin Bengsl snd above all, the excelledt
! work-==the silent, . upobirusive work—=that
he has doae in his day-io-day lifs. Gan'le-
men, I have great ploaiurs ia associgting
myself with this resolation. .

The resolution being further supported by
Babu Kishori Moban Chaadhury " of
Rajshahi, Rai Debendra ‘Caandra Ghoze
Bahadar and Bai Srinath Pal Bahadar, it
was carried 'with asclsmation,

N
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SIDENT'S SP ,...H.
Tht-7 residen eliverad his wpeec
l.y..hnmd-mb-ﬂtﬁr‘bnted
bl:nﬂl.—-.Em. tering poriada-.asdeliveced
mthumnu.hf:f hel .

ld-the——whele-gathering
W"‘“’”“m‘
rother Delegates,

Iam no doabt thankful to you for the
honor you havedonse me by eleoting me
a second time as the  President of this
Conterencs; bat I must oaonfess toas
fesling of no emall embarrasement in
being summoned to fill this post on the
present acoasion, not only bsoause of the
suddenness of your mandate, but still
more on account of the extremely diffioult
and delioate nature of the present eituation
and the very unfavourable condition in
which ws meet here to-day. The
ocountry is passing through a aighty
transition big with the fate of a struggling
people and the  political atmosphere is
enveloped in deep aud dark clouds, surchargsd
with violent oturrents of oppasing forees,
while the anewering waves of tremendous
reaction are in bewildering sucocassion surging
from one end of the conntry to the other,
Doubl suspicion and distrast surround us
on all sides, while prejudice and passion seem
to have darkened the path that lies before.
ud, At such a oritical junoture yon really
needed the services of the expert mariner to
steer your deliberations  clear through
Boylla and Charybdis and not of a freshwater

sailor who might dash against the onein
his anxiety to avoid the other. You have,
howsver, mada your ochoica and the

responeibility muetaleo be yours,
THE PRESENT SItUATION.

Gontlemon, it is the there of the hour. It
is the one engrossing topio in every maa’s
mouth as it is in everv man’s heart. But
as in natare,ilso in pohtms, thinge most
commonly talked of are eometime: the leasi
understood and the prisent sitaation in India
has beo)mse one of thoss problema for whisch:
almost everyone ofus seems tohave gots
ready solution, bat of whioch very few of us
have problbly got a dispassionate snd
adequate conception, That sitnation on the |
faoe of itis neither & rebellion nor a revolu.
.tion, butthe first distinot manifestation of
an evolution in the natural development of
a people elowly nurtured and strengthened
for over a century under the bracing
inflaenos of tha fres
institotions  of one of the most sdvaned
nations in the worll, The sitas.
tion was long foreseen and anticipated by
those who are really responsible for it and.
who took 8 certain smount of just pride in’
i havieg sown the eeeds for it. o

Lord Maocaulay, speaking in 1833 )
on the renewal of the charter of the’
East India Company, eatd :="It may
be that the public mind of India|
may expand under our system ; that
by good government we may ednorts our
subjeots into a oapacity for bstter govern-
ment; that having  become " instracted in
Enropun knowledge, they may in some
| fature age demand Earopean fnstitutions.
Whether sach a day will ever come I know
not. Bat never will I attempt to avert or
| rotard it.

and progregsivs
1 oA

. Wnenever it comes, it will be the | 7% /f/[ M)
goudut day in the history of Enghnd p

pfortunately, however, though the * pron-

dest day”’ has dawned, that just pride has

{ cav, 6“4‘—’ ¥
degenerated into ]eulousy and  suspiciong &A—M / '4’
converged an

Parallsl motions have

colliding interests have clashed and strained
jthe ocordial relation between & dominant
and a subject race. Doubt and suspicion’
on_the one hand, aud want of oonfidence
and Qistrost on the other, have distorted.
and-megnified the real view of the situ-
.ation, while interested parties, no less than
acsorupalous elarmists and sensation-
mongers, have not been slow to fan
‘'the fire into a blazs whioh has spread far
-and wide and now threatens to consums the

f'ﬁoh éountry.
In giving this short and hiqulp
‘version of the situation I by no meane

ignore the exossses to which the rising tide
bas led, the ravages it has already done snd
. the dlsustrom oansequences with whioh it:
stilt threatens the constitution, An udne|
fortunate reaction in the polioy of ° thlt
constitotin had visibly set 1n for some tit
paat when the ungenerons snd rvelenmt
‘attitade of sn oneympathetio mohm
administrator complotely unhinged the r
of a handful of misguided youngmen who:

m lmok ﬁndtho inesne vmoodmg!‘
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of this  mioroseopioc  minority ever
so negligible in other matters and on
other ocoasions have at onoes alienated
' the sympathies of the dominant race and
coversd a subject peopls with uomerited in-
famy and disgrace, Apart from the moral
iniquity of these impious procsedings, they
bave produced a most disastroue effect npon
that natural evolution which inspite of many
diffioulties bad been steadily working ite way.
Like Empedocles, thesse mad men have
leaped into the fiame in the wain delusion
of being retarned to the gode little
reoking that it was possible for the gods to
have drawn the entire nation into the
?iutor and destroy them in the consuming
re.

-

[ If any of these fanatical philosophera
;is present in this assembly and  within the
reach of my voice, him Iask in your name
and in the name of the country, whom are
they serving by their dark and' dasterdly
proceedings., Is it their own interest, is it
the interest of the country, jor the interest
of humanity that they are advancing by
their atrocions and abominable conduotP
[Mtrtyrdomm never be the reward of
cowardly assaesins, traitors have nowhere
verved their motherland and humanity
has in all ages positively refused
to recogniza the brotherhood of ssorat
murderers, The vyrimeaval curse of the
man that first lifted his baod against a
brother has in sll coantries dogged the
stops of these common enemies of soviety,
while history, mythology and tradition have
all alike banded down their nymes to

osterity branded with infamy and disgrace.

oubtless they have firs in them ; bat it
cannot be the Promelhean * apark, though
it may be the consumiung fire that eteroslly
barne in the snlphurions region below. The
noblest of sentiments like the parest of
i fountains when defiled bscoma _the souree
"of the deadliest of poisons./ Tn the name of
that eacred semtiment of Patrioti:ma by
which  they are said to bs guided, or
rather misguided, in the nams of all that is
i dearest and neareat totheir heart, I appeal
' to these youngmen, more in sorrow than in
snger, to seriously consider the position into
whioh they haveeo madly dragged them-
selves and theic country, to think of the
precious lives that have bsem wantonly
saorificed, of the splendid opportunities whieh

ihave been reoklessly blasted and of the |

miseries which have followed in the train of
treir insane proceedings and then oconfers to

their own conscience if they are not |,

ilty of the direst of offences-=the
ideous offence of being. theugh uncons-
oioumsly it may /be, the traitors to their
mother land. If noother voics will satisfy
them, let them listen to the solemn warning
which that venerable Rishi, the Neator of
new India aud the politioal. Guru of m
Indiaps, Mr, Dadabhai Naorojijhas theough'
his unerring tongue, guided by an uanerring

again repeat,” says the Grand Old Man, “not

grievancea aro many and they are just.
Maintain the straggls for  essential
reforms ' with unceasing endeavour and sélf.
gaorifios sfully, patiently and psrsever:
vingly and appsal without fear or faltering to-
‘the . oconscience snd righteousneds of the
‘British nation,” and, I wounld add, to thé!
meroy and protection of Him who watohes

vision, voiced forth from his sick-bed, “f|

to resortto violence. I have said our|]

r‘"[ Ao, /e,..f)

(fflwes

with'equal cate the angel’s dight and the
aparrow’s fall. -
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" But, gentlemen, it iis very unfortunately
forgotten that anarchists belong to no' eonn:
try and tono nation. Theyare.a rase that
stands by itself and is the common enemy of .
humanity, They are monster bieths and

| whether owing to any abnormal conditien in
their physiologisal struoture or any oconval-
eions of their brains they belong to the des-
truotive elements in naturs, They may have
travelled frcm the West to the Enst, but they
are neither Asiatics nor Earopeans, neither
Bongalees or Mahrathae, nor Americans
or Italians in their origin. The Indian
anerchist belongs to the eame stock to which
' the murderers of Garfisld,Liocoln and Carnot
belonged and it'would be positively a¢ unfair
and unjust to brand the Bengalees and the
Mahrathas with anarchism as to charge the
Americaos and the ftalians with it, It isto
be deeply regretted that this aspsct of
the eituation should bave been praoti-
eally ignored by the authorities sud an
open orusade declared against an entire

en equally iavolved with the guilty, I
do not, no reasonable maa can, balieve that
if one.millionth part of the populatien of
this vast continent had actually joined a
revolationary movement, any government
however strong or powerfal, conld have
within sach ehort a time and so  effaotively
quel{ed the di:iturb?lnooshl hlat th;ve unforlg:-
nately ocoarred within the last few years
a fow pieces of legielation onl_y[’Eﬁﬂ"ﬁvu—
peoﬂle are not wanting who, apparently
with & view to satisfy their vanity
or feed their grudge, would etill

"BWEA I hope, ;gentlemen, this great dis-

trampet to the world that there has
been a deepssated and wide-spread oon.
spiracy throughout this hapless land which
,tll:e Governmeat have unearthed and are now
busy engaged in driviag from pillar to post
with a view to its extirpation. They aee
nothing but seething dieaffeotion mud rank
sedition etalking even in broad day-light
through the streets of our ocities and towns.
With them there can  be no political meet-
ings without sedition, while some bave gone
so far as to  snspeot even inoflensive racial
gatherings for the amelioration of the aocial
oondition of the unfortunate depressed
olasses. And, gentlemen, the climax of this
terrible faros has recently been reached by
one of thess eoothsayers who haa discoversd
a gecret meaning even in the movement of
the Kayastha community i

wearing the sacred thread/and I shall not be
surprised if he will shorbly follow up this

that thid thresd should be included either in
the Arms Act or in the Explosive Sabstahots

goverer also will soon find his way in
Parliament and beoome knighted is
ugeless to argue with men sabject te sueh

‘hallacinations. I would leave them to the
:::der cars of the members of the healing

L N
. ‘Qentlemen, a correspondent of the ZTimes
Tswspaper appears to have -recently given
$o0 muoh timeand attention to this country
-and taken considerable paing to enlighten the

-| here and in misleading thefpublioc

British publio og the actual coadition of the
Present situation. EHis views are of course
ontirely onesided and largely leavened with
the official prejudices, Whoever he may
be, he seeme, however to have indolged only .
in doing scant jnetica to _th iti

1t is no faithfal description that he has
given :either of the present situation or of
the present policy. He has irdeed exhausted
all his powerful energies in flogging thefead.
borse instead of breaking the living one. He
thas made & sustained effort in impressing |
upon the British poblie, and, tor aught we
know, may have sven partially suoceeded in
making them believe tbat India still eons
tinues to be ina state of armed insurreotion
.and the fate of their Indisn Ewpire ieeven:
now tremblivg in the balance, and, that if-
' the Empire is not to be given up, sitil moee’
‘drastio measures muet be resarted to. Gentle
‘man; Sir Henry Cotton, who hay always been

ne of the greatest and trusst frisids of
ndiRaid who is sver watohful in: guanling |

3
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disoover* by an appropriate recommendation |

g:pulation in which the innocent hg!g,——-—c #‘w’ Mg )
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her , interests against unmerited oslumnies
and minopaenhﬁom, has at once given a
short but inoisive reply to this writer. He
has with his characteristio insight into men
and matters truly pointed out the root cause
of the Indian unrest as having been always
desp-seated in the aagympathetic and
retrograde polioy of the latter.day adminis.
tration of this ecountry and not inany
frenzy or inordinate ambition of the people
for throwing off the British yoke, Ia fact
we all know that the' temporary  outburst
of lawlessness, which was  neither so
orgapizid norso wide-spread, has nearly
subsided, though the feeling of dis.
content, of which it was o wild
manifestation, na doubt still existe and is
perhaps eilently deepening owing to the
extremely drastio measnres adopted aod
persisted in by Government in dealing with
the sitoation. These mensures, if not
wholly unjustified under the firat impulee of
a pinio, have been throughnut out of all
proportions and are singularly insppropriate,
if mot positively harmfu), to the preeent
sitaation, Gentlemen, neither you nor I
can believe that any secret soociety now
exists in this ocountry, Those that were
hatched have been successfully tracked and
nipped in the bud. The few incidents
whioch have lately occurred and given
freah  shock to the people and the Go.
veinment are not, calmly considered the
work of any living organization, but the
spasmodio efforts of the acattered remnants
of the defunot associations, To supposs
that these societies still exist, or that new
oneshaves bsen formed,is t) draw very
largely upoa suspicionsnd to fruitlessly
pergist in a wild goose ohase to the worry
of the Government, to the aanoysnce and
distarbance of the publio, but to the bensfit
of none, except perhaps the mammoth
C. 1. D.and a special ssction of the geutle-
men of the long robe. Gentlemen,
oven the authorities themselves seem to be
not very oonfident of 'unearthing fresh
developments; althongh there are thoss who
would yet fain exaggerate the situation in
order to magnify their achievement. One
day it is reported that the etate of the
country is infinitely better and things are
improving politically, aud then within &
“brief. epace of time a drastioc measure id
recommended and the whole country is
startled with the news of the unearthing
of formidable conepiracy which afterwards
toros out to be nothing mors than the
.1eking up of old ashes and the opening up,
| of new gores in the bitier imemories
of the past. And there are thore )
whose oooupation would be AR il| Ane o))
the sénsations wera at am  end.| \.

Gantlemen, the British publio sre naturally
bewildered amidst the mase of conflicting
reports and oontradietory informations whisk
are virtually the productions of thase sagen-
oies and the British Parliament is easily dis-
inclined to interfore and find it mors con. |
vonient to allow mattera to'drift, the respon-
sibility being with the infallible man on the
epat. The Government of India is also not
able to resist the preswure of the Jooal Govern-
ments and the Loosl Governments of the B
Magistrates. And what are the Magistrates, |-~ 7/ ‘ML PR (VP )
but the mouthpiese of the great O, I. D.f L '

Thusit is the redoubtable ©. I. D,
that really pressea the key ‘and commands
the tons, The whols machinery moves
responsive toita touoh and sings the song
arcanged on the record. And in this manner
'the repressive measores continue to be
tightened at every step amidst congratula
tory reports and eensstional misrspresenta-
tions, Bat what are wa to believe P If the
reports are true that the situation has
::ﬂov , the continuance of the repreesive
i mehaures is & grievous injustios to the people
and a deception to the ,Government!; wherezs
if the repressive messnres are otill justifiad,
he congratalations are simply undeserved.
"You oanaot bara the eandle st both w
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Gentlemen, the history - of [these re-
pressive measares, though short, ie yet a
very painful chapter in the bistory of British
rule in India and the bewildering suocession
in which they have closely followed at the
hedla of one another and the tenmacity with
which they are still sought to be maintained
amidst glaring contradiotions, inconsistencies
and misrepresentations contain an indictment
from which either the administrations or the
people oan hardly esoape unscathed, These
repressive measurss as you are all aware ficet
appeared in the form of certain famoue cir-
oularsin conneotion with the Partition of
Bengal and the Swadeshi movement. These
‘are now matters of history. They were
followed by an  Ordinance, the validity of
which was doubted by compstent authorities
both here s well @ in England. All tiis
was then legalized and the Prevention of
Seditions Meetings Act was paised in
November, 1907, for o period of three years.
This was quiokly followed by the Newspaper
Aot passed in June, 1908, for the prevention
of inoitements to murder and other offsnces
in newspapers and for the forfeitare of the
preas used in printing sach papers.
Within a brief spase of six months
the Indian Criminal Law Amendmont
Aot was forged for giving short shrift
to political ofendera and the establishment
of special tribunale for their trials. Then
oame that Gagging Aoct, the Press Law of
February, 1809, followed by the re-ensotment
of the Seditious Meotings Aot in anticipation
of its expiration by efflux of time,

Gentlmen, such a budget of reprewire
meagsures was nof presented to the ocountry
even in the dmk daysof 1858. And the
modest reoommendstion of one of the
solf-constitated advisers of Government
yot is to assimilate the laws of
the oountry with those of the Penal
Settlement in the Andamsns  and
“quietly convert this vast Empire into
-8 oonviot seftlement. Gentlemen, if thia
recommendation ever comes to be acoepted,
it would indeed be the proudest day in the
history of British rule in India and I for one
would readily vote for this veritable Draco
to be the firat lifs governor of thia great
eettlement; for Mintos and Bakers, Clarkes
and Hewetts would then no longer be
| required for the administration of this
Empire, Gentlemen, the bare possibility of
a shameless suggestion like this in the heart
of this great Empire itself carries with it
the idea of the height from which and
the depth into whioch some of us

‘Jmay be fallm under the intoxicating

inflaence of the measures that have
been paesed within the last two years and in
“fhe situatiohs, which we gre placed. And,
gentlemen, what is the result of these
repressive measares? The right of fresdom
of sepeech and the [liberty of the
press —the two most  precioas snd boasted
privileges of the British constitution and of
the British subject bave for the time being |
been abrogated and British lswa praotiosliy
suspended in the administration of at least &
part of oriminal justics.in this country. The
_piatforma have bsen  effeofively closed and
i the 1ndian press has been practically muzzl-
ed, Neither the one nor the othsr can
now be heard to freely voice forth]
the real grievances, the sentimenta
and opiuions of  the  people and
political lifs in India hae well-nigh  become
extiact, Tho suthorities have beenrid of
the inconveniant ind much abused politieal
agitator, while the Indian press though
not wholly devoted, as my friend t

Hon'ble Bhupendra Nath Basn wouldny,
to “the disoussion of the state of affairs in-
Timbuobu or Kamschatks, axithe agricultural

a/‘!
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) condition of Brasil or Mexioo™ are yet able
vary little to say with perfect om
about the utui oondition of thingsin the
either provinces of Bengal or in Bombai
snd Madras, 1t has been shorn of muo
of itslegitimate dutiea as it has been
laced in constant dread of those whose aots
t1is its bounden duty to critieise and whose
veiuios its legitimate funotion to bring to
light and expose. The smoothness with
whioh publio affairs may be ocarried on
under such a system may be good for the
bareancracy ; but it cannot be good for the
people, nor in the long raun good for an
enlightened administration. A  servile
people, & subservient press and an ealigh-
tened administration can go ill together,
I am no prophst; buk very little
knowledge of propgnocy ie required to prediot
tbe inevitable consequences of the violation
of any fundamental principle of natare. If
you have to associate with debased and
degenerate paople,syon must sooner or later
yourself descend from your lofty pedestal,
And gentlemen, neither you nor I can doubt
that if the present state of things will con.
tinue for auny length of time, the Government
may bave to regret even more than the
people themselves for the lamentable con-
sequences of its present polioy. Bven if the
eituation were worse than it is,these measures
wonld b worss than the {disease. They are
no remedies for the sitnation, mno not even
palliatives, they are mere make ahifis.

Gentlemen, the most serious objestions to
the new Press Linw ooneists firstin the tight
steel carb it hasput into the moath of the
existing papers and secondly in the cheok it
has permanently placed apon the growth of
new ones, Inmany a less important matter
Governmoant has wisely reserved to itself the |
right to aninitiative as a safeguard, and it }
is to be deeplyiregretted that in am impor- |
tant matter like the developmeut of the

ress the entire control either divectly or
indireotly ahould have been practically vested
in the Magistrates who are mostly raw
young civilians of very little judgment

and still lees experience. It is diffioult to L —

conceive either the propriety or the wi '
of a polioy under whioh these officers,’ who

are directly in contact with the people and
c3n as such hardly divest themselves of their
personal likes andy diglikes, are baing provi-
ded ootopus-likeiwith| tentacles to oarry on
'4fieir operations in almost every direckion,
"l‘heym after all human beings though
! belonging toa heaven.born service. Noris
" the spectacle either ennoblingor edifying of
having the habitus! thief, the regular publie
man and the professional journaliet all
grouped together under the same ocategory
and handed over t1 the Magistrate for

geourity for good behaviour, Then
gentlemen, althongh the bigger am
more  advanosd provinces, which have

already forwed aud developed a press of
‘their own, may be able somehow to tide over
tke strong onrrents of this retrograde polioy,
what would be the fate of the mewer and
more backward proviuoss or
language of the provinces of Eastarn
Bengal, the Punjab and the North-Western |

“Frontier which are lighted psriodically lonly |

through the aurora borealia of offioial |

communiques and reports, or at best |
the  etruggling  borrowed  light
of luminaries in other spheres ill

suy independent press, ths f[res and
fearless exponent of publio thought and
opinion, ba possible in any of thess provin- |
oos under the present law? Perhaps the

reply may be that it is uot wanted, Gentls- |
men, I am not connected with the press and |

my old oolleagues in the congress may

remember how 80 early as 1887 I raised my ]
feeble warning voioe against sourrillous news-'}

apers and  suffered for my opinion, Bl
?n’y heart achsaae I refleot how the Indian]
s stands to-day quite emasoulated when'
after more than fifty years of struggle it had’
fairly establishedits ~ olaim to the rank-apd:
‘the rights and the privileges of the fouwrth:
"atate, By all means curk and control the
‘tabid papers; but for God's eake and
'the sake  of this glorious empire do not
1sy the axe at the root of healthy, vigorous

FERVEESAS

in plainer |

and independent journalism,
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Then, gentlemen ‘as to the re-mactuent O
the Bodikgms Mestings Aot, Iam afraid the 4
gupreme Government has yeilded rather too
sendily to the prassure'of the provincial gov-
proments and administrationefin granting a
farther leage of life to this piece of un-British
legislation. One thing bhowever vary re-
markable abont the opinions of these losal
governments is that the more backward an
administration the more pronounced has been
ite opinion in favour of this vepressive mea-
gure. Bat, gentlemen, apart from the earnest
demands of these local governments, whom
no onejever expested to bein favour of the
yemoval of @ sinzls engine, rusty or fresh,
bluat or sharp, from the armoury of Govern. |
. ment after it had once found its placs there,

one would in vain seek for anadequate ox-
planation in the elaborate procsedings of the
Buprems Counoil in support of its extension.
fis Exoellonoy the Viceroy in winding up
‘the debate while fullyirecognizing the soznd-
ness, truth and commonsense of the opposi |
tion of the “wild Olll'?m" pmtiully gave
out the whole truth in acsents whish conld
pot ba very much mistaken when he eaid, <'I
do not think it would be right either by
yopeal of ths Saditioua Meetings Aot or by its
revenactment in Perpetuity to commit my
sucoessor to a polioy whish he had nof
mfficient opportonity of judging and of
which he might not spprovs, 8o  that the
Vioeroy was svidently consultiag neither his
own views nor the  views of some of his
jmpatient oconnoillors, but was wsolely
thinking of his successor whom he was
most generonsly 8nxious not to commit
'to & polisy t0 which he was no
party ani  as togthe |avundness of which,
reading between the lines, he himseelf after
fall three years’ exparimsnt was apparently
vot eouvinged,” ButhisjLordehip evidently
forgot that he was not called upon to repesl
this enactment whioh wounld die & patural
death in course of & fow months if only no
attempt were medo'to keep up its vitality
by means of artifioial respiration ; and as|
to His  Bxeellency’s most laundabla |
‘anxiety for not committing his euccessor, 1
sm afraid thathe has defeated his own |
POYpOas by re-enacting the measare and
Aas committed his successor to the  present
 policy. Liord  Hardings upon ‘assuming his
high officse will .find this measare on
.the Btatue Book snd for aught we know may
very well foel the same delicaoy in disturbing |
the poliey of his more exnerienced predecssor. |
8o betwaen the interchange of these delioate |
consideration and the exchange of offisial
complementa . and oourtegies the Seditious |
Meeotings Act bids fair notto be disturbed at
all,  On the other hand,igentlemen would it
not bavs bean morein econsonance with the.
generous intention of Hia retiring Exoellency
to have allowed the measare to expire by
| efflax of time snd leave his snccessor's hand
completely unfettered. The Aot- would have
expired in November next and even if Liord
fardings could nat have assumed offics
immedistely on ita expiration a short inter-

¢ / num of :a few weeke for this imperialistio

|

ssure could not have very much altered
eitustion. )
!'—ghamnﬂomm,‘we all‘z\ow ‘that Lord Minto
'Mcﬂ to o legacy of tronbles whioh wers
& qelyand wholly the oreation of his anto.
ontio predecessor and although Tord
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. hae-ipiitd humoufonaly told e that
ot -the fg:%q perfactly quiet neither
sitporary nor future verdict will acquit |

m of f the ibility of the
% ationA But deplorable as it may
o, ~be-the faot remains that one of the darkest
. B ters in 1ndian history will have to be re-

o in the name of the generous Earl of
L Minto. All the repressive ;measares bslong

~— o to his reign and though he may have been
- driven to them by the exigenoies of the earli-
er situation it were very much to be wished
and indeed the Indian public hnd fondly
hoped that soms at least, if not all, of these
excoptional measares would be buried before
he laid down the reine of his great office.
When the day comes, and come it will as the.
day f-llows the night, it will be the glory of
‘some fature Ripon to crder Jthejfuneral |
of (these extraordindry ‘messares and then |
partisan journalists and uncomprcmising
beauracrats will join in smging the awfal
dir eI while dtl:bious oou:;:illon angdminisltlers
ill jvie Jwith one ano in adding their ; )

shovel fall of earth to bury those:mefsnrovr " /ﬂl “"P, /W‘”k
The veil will be uplifted, the freedom of
speech and the liberty of the press will be
restored and India will once again rejoice
in the glorious eunshine of pesce, progress
and gontentment,

Gentlemen, it is the bad soil whioh is

=  the most oongenial to  the trapid and
lururiant growth of “rank weads; and theas
Tepressive measures have nowhere shown
such a remarkable vitality as in the
backward  provinces. @ The (Meetings
Ordinance was isemed in March and

the Seditions Meetings eﬁ A8 mﬁg -
in November, 1907 ; ow many distriots M
in West Bengal, Bombay or Madras have at

any time been procleimed either under the
one or the other 7 But look to the New
Provincs, ever since the promulgation of
the first Ordinance, with o few short in-
terregnum here and there, mearly the whole
of Eastern Bengal proper has been placed
under the ban and even now three out
of the four distriots in the premier divieion
of ths provines continue to be proolaimed,
while fthe only other epot within the
Empire which has been marked for this die-
tinotion is Rhotak in the Puojab, an equally | 4 MA/M 7
benighted province, We have had (“within
this period no less than five Distriot Con.
ferences either broken up or prohibited in
Eastern Bengsl; but how msnyof such
performances and instances of vigorous and
effecient administration bas the Govern-
ment of Bengal to boast of? Again look
intothe heavy list of booksjand publications
saribed, for whioh we are indebted to our
Iriend Babu Bhupendra Nath Basu, and
there you meet with & similar result. The
Central Provinces have got the highest
number 63 and the North-Western Fronties
rovincs comes next with 60, but while
gal has got ouly 39 the proud
province of Eastern Bengal and Assam hes
soored 58. But the humour is, that out of
this légt number of books and publications
nearly three.fourths were written, printed
and published in West Bengal though many
of them have passed through her ceneorship.
Gentlemen, even presoribed text-books have |t!
not esoaped this rigorous prosoription, and | t!
although a British politician. and .writer, .} 2
s veritable Tartar in the chase, may have |8}
come out with flying colours in & sharp duel | ¥
on the Eoglish goil, he has yet received no
mport for His Majesty’s Indian territories,
tlemen, the last Bengal Provincial Con:.
ference was held at Hughli and iis present
seagion ought properly to have been held;
¢ somewhers-in: the Eastern Distriota. But
2£; Bastern Bengal has been palitically converted.
#¢" into an "asylum forthe deafand ths dumb.
:; ond so we have been driven back to mest:
> $ again in this oity and in this historio hall, the
proud heritage of the pastand from which
one branoch of the family has now been|
disinherited, not through anmy fratermal}
difterences' or disputes, but by a oigel
fate ainet which both the branched}

have desperately fought and signally
failed, Gentlemen, even the inful |
humour of this situation is not out it

lesson. When the three Conferences.in
Eastern Bongal were suppressed in March
Jast one of the grounds urged for the step
taken was that they would be instrumsntal it
importing sedition from Calontta but now
that it has become poseible for Kast and Weat
Bengalto effect al junction inspite of this
jealonsy of Caloutta influenoe; and the cordon 'z/p,l

/ - spread round thenew province, it wors well
: L“‘"?’V&/ W&q, - to congider whether it be a question of expott
d )'W the open door 'gf free trade were

. ’ ‘not always the best in pelitios as it is in
-@Qinmeree. :
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Institutes for anti-rabi invoulation of
. boys through the agenoy of the Ednoltlwi
/ D m Daring the A .ﬁt there

Gentlemen, the Indian polics have, I fear,
soquired rightly or wrongly an unenviable
npntation, and its omnisolesoe  had

inoreased by an moceszion to
its strength in the§ formation of o
Criminal Investigation Department
whose nlnbtlo tngl uere:o d];rmnoo thm any
given place would seem to defy even the most * 4% f"dﬁ .
modern applisnces  forthe  baoteriolo oql ~Z MM v )
analysis of the air and  the water.
raids and house-searches have bmmotho
order of the day and no body, however high
or low, can'go to aleep in fall uourltyor-
knowledge as to what the ‘mornin
bring forth, Full99 per oent. thon
Taide prove abhortive and -tilltluﬁ
‘they come’. Nothing is mud not! J
:::'n:' uo?‘ro ]ngnlmt these }logtlub‘

508, ove-: atterl. oorrespondencs be.
tween husbands and wives, whose inviolable:
confidence is respected even in  barbarons
mohea, h\:n:ergo the ﬁn:lt prying examina-

which no usses Wo
tolerated if heoould help im— ( Aeas
gimpleat and most ordinary ex ressions .
of sympathy even from M.P's are
not spared in these high-handed and
irritating  prooeedinge, Geotlemen, the
regular polios which are bad enough have
come to be regarded as almost saintly in
oomparison to their new comrades. I do mot
mean to say that there should be a0 house-
searches at all ; but what I do say is, thet
it is quite pcmble to bring this carmival
of house-rpide within reasonable and
legtimate bounds and make them miors:
&.‘,Mive and less galling and irritating to-

people,

Qentlemen, such is the present ritustion
, and we esrncstly request the Govern-
"ment calmly to consider  whether |
the drastioc  treatment  whick it
is still persuing is likely to mnedé or 40

pess )

aggravate it. Political meetings have been
atopped, the press has been emssoulated .ni
the schools bave been converted Tito Pas

were no pohtml mestings either in the.:
new or in the old Province, several news.
pers have been confiscated, while others .
ve been successfully mussled and our
young men have been effectively ugngsbed.
Buot what is the - result? Ingpite
thdee preomhonry measute
murders have  been’ commttod -and
gang vases are still pending. The olios are
more busy in hunting the Swadeshi than in
‘sftendipg to their legitimate duties and
times are necessarily ‘glomg an increasing by
leaps and bourds. b ‘Cosirk: hu ‘00
zout, the vmontnopuulmltho
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country no security of lifs and propesfy.:
"lhn why persist in-these repressive measures

whioch do not and cannot tonch this sbnormal-
manifestation of seorst violenes, but serve
only to harrass and alienate the ivoffensive

bulk of the population? Incitements to.
secret, treasonable offences cannot bs preach-’
ed in open meetings, or in the columns

of the public press, and if they are

done 80 the breeding ground can be

the more easily spotted and dealt

with being exposed toopen  day-light. On|
the contrary the olosing of the platforms
end the mumlingof the press  have the
effect on the one hend  of oniting off all
conneotions between the better mindsin
the country and the publio and on the other
hand of opening additional opportunities
for evil'doers to carry on, if thev choose,
their seoret propagasnds exparie. Theee
repressive measures therefore c«n only bs
justifisd on the serumption that the whele
or the bulk of the population is particeps
crimints in  these  atrocious proceed-
ings. But, gentlemen, I presume we
bave not yet arrived at such a stage in
the disoussion of the present situation, and
God willing we bope never to come to it.
We therefore earpestly hope Government
will take & calm, dispassionate and rational
perspective of the situation and remove these
unjust and unmerited elur and stigma oo &
ioyal, law-abiding and rising people.

t Gentlemen, even the darkast olouds have

gometimes their silver linings and amidnt‘

all these repressive measures and methods

the Government of Lord Minto is distin- |

guished for.
THE REFORMED COUNCILS,

Thess Qouncils may Wot count for much, 3¢ /.

although they do ocount for something, in
their present shape and constitution ; bat
they are the embryos whioh foreshadow a
great birth in that nataral evolution of the.
national life to}which I have already referred,
and unless Providenoce should otherwise
ordain Lord Minto is destined to be ome
day recognized as the Simon de Montford of
an /ndian parliament. But, gentiemen, in
this, as in many other matters of reform, &
olage and powerful besuracracy has done all
it could toretard if not to destroy the
vitality of thess embryonic institutions.
The Regulations by introducing = ourious
and mi:chievous form of representstion
by ocaste and creed have marred)
the prospects of & great scheme and
divested it of much of ita usefulness an.
woll meits aftraction, Qentlemen, it was
t8ir Edward Baker who while opening his
first new ocouncil -truly peinted ont that
the suoeess of the new constitution depended
not only upon the people’s representatives,
but aleo upon the afficers and  ministera of
the State: for it lay oo them to give the
scheme n>t only a loyal, but a thorcughly
ungrudging and  sympathetio  reception.
Unfortunately however Sir Edward’s

snerous exhertation has up to this time
follen practioally on  deaf ears, and men.
| are not wanting who in open dis-
regard of the dignity and majesty of the
| Senate are found to indulge in -uneeemly

railleries at the ‘expenee of their colleagues
| who may have the misf.rtune of not bsing
.ble to appreciate the very kind attention
80 generously paid to * distinguiened
{ oulsiders” visiting their territories. Thus
the relation between the wild curates and
‘the wise pastors still ocontinues to bsas
unsstisfactory as it used to he under the old
‘system, It is bowever confidently boped
that the, Regulations will be materially
:altered at the next eleotions and the houses
putin better order than at present,

Gentiemen, I have neither the time, n“'
‘the strength, to enter inte a disenssion of

.l the burning topios of the day. Most of |

‘these will receive your attention during the:

| amit from my: address at leasta passing

|

{debates of this Conference. But I eannot
“reference to that topio of topice, the queetion
lilt’@}“j“hjlbi‘.‘dp ey Ry
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Me Swrndeatl meonme_

whioch unde: a divine inflaence has broken
the slumber of ages and made the dead bones
in the valley instinot with lifs, We have
been repeatedly told thatthere could be no
objection to it if only it were divested of the
»boyoott, whichis as much as to say that:

there would be no objection also to the boy- :
cott if only it were divested of the Swadeshs f——'C/
Gentlemen, we might with equal complacence -

be assured that the Seditions Mestings Aot

would not be proolsimed in any distriot if
only we were to guarantee that no publi I - M /Yt ay
meetings would be held in the country ° p ’

certainly deprecate violence either in Swa.

desbi ther matter; but boyoott y
esbi or any other matter; but boyeott or “/ W ’ W/“’“‘“")

no boyoott we are pledged not to Wee foreign
articles so far as practioabls, and7othat

ledge we adhere. call the: movement W )
y any name you ohoose., God is our
witness, that movement is not based upon
jealousy or hatred, but upon love and in-
stinet of self-preservation, Gentlemen, if
the 16th of Ootober ia the darkest day i —
history of Bengal, the 7th of Angust{is the Z WW )
brightest in her annals and the fatute his-

'\ torian is bound to record on that day the

M ‘(“'I /[ birth oF a newnation;x As Bengal was never
/ / more united than when she was divided, the
Bonfnlees were never 30 inspired with lofty
ideals as when the Swadeshi movement was
started. Gentlemen,apart from the manifold
blessings whioh this movement has eecnred
to the country in its economic develop-
| ment and material prosperity, whioh I need
not recount, it has done a muoh greater,
work, nobler in conception, far-reachinyg in!
its operation and more enduring in its
results: It has elevated the tone of the
moral ocharacter and® strengthened the
moral fibre of the people, The much-abused
lawyer no doubtexists as he is bound to
existe, but the rage for the lawyer's profes-
sion is on the wane. Thoungh shadowed by
others the Hindus of Bengal at sll events
have given up the mean practice
of shadowing the officials for favours
] and  preferments. They have at last
Jlearnt to stand oa their legs. I am not
] altogether unthankful to Government for
having cast away my race, for it will make
| them more elf-respecting, more self-relinnt
.and more resourceful in the end. Gentle.
men, I feel bound to give expression to the
profound feeling of disappointment in the
coantry owing fo the [ailare of the 7th
Avugust Colebration this year, It counld
not be doné in the baokward-forward
province of Eastern Bengal as it was under
the proclamation ; but it i? a matter of the
deepeat regret that an administrator like |

ir Edward Baker should have thought it
neocesgary {o probibit it in the older provings,|

e 45 |and even in this city, the metropolis ¢
o ’# |the Empire, particularly as at" no
L time in the history of this celebration has

. ,,f'”’ A there been a single inecident affecting. W‘;
v the elightest degree 41

S the
e tzanquility of  the publio, f Gentlemen, it
e ought to be borne in mind that as thers is

superstitisn  in avoiding  superatition, eo
theré may be boycott in preventing boyoots.:
But gentlemen, celebraticn or no  ocelebra-;
tion the Swadeshi which is the bagbear

of the Indisn besurcoracy has onmeto — )
I stay in the country snd is not likely .t { 4'""‘" *
be beaten out of it under any circumstan ‘(/——/

Gentlemen, I now 2comei #tolthe last: but W -~ “”‘4"

perhaps the foremost of cur grievanoces, the -— :
most painful sore  that afflicts onr nl:l;,q‘r‘&" ?’ ﬁa"‘""* /—t“"("""-u‘

and the despest wound whioh rankles'in;
q‘r.: eadt.
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. /Geptlmen, again snd. egain Tit hat
ﬂhn o tatively stated that the
Patition of Bengal ina settled faot and|
thit there i nothing further to be
eaid or domne about it, but, again
aud again have the people of Bsagal with
equal pertinacity though not with equal
i‘ 3 [ authority refused to accept it asa settled
/ “| questidmEhat the Partition “*has gone wholly
. snd decisively againet the wishes of the
majority of tbe people concerned”is admitted,
that it has been oneof the “hugest blandere’,
ever ocommitted under British rule is
frankly confessed, and that it has been the
root cause of the present unrest has been
offisially recognized. But though this
bungling measure still continues to be as
unpopuler and irritatine as ever, though it
has tarown a pesceful country almost intoa
boiling cxuldron and pat snch & ssvere strain
upon the resources of Goavernment in
maintaining peace and order, and though
after four years of experiment it stands
openly condemned from all sides, whils there
is no longer any one so bold as toadmit either
its authorship or its responsibilities, yet by a
stzange irony of fate both the Secretary of
State and the Prime Minister have openly
declared with ail the emphasis they counld
command that the present arrangement
was unalterable and they would be
no party either to its  reviteal or <&
to its modifioation, as if the rectifioa.
tion of an admitted blunder could be ¢ver
construed as other than an i nnmistakable
act of generosity and wise statesmanship
on the part of a strong Government. There
is indesd sunch staggering inconsistency
between the verdiot and the eentence pro-
nounced in this particular oase that one
wonders if there is really a myaterious and
misohievous fatality dogging the steps of
the wsolution of this vexed question
which has throughout ‘bafll:d all attempts
to secvre a fair and adequate oonsi-
deration onite merits, At its initial etage
this fatal measare, which did not at sll
| affeot party politics in England, as indeed
po measure ever does which concerns India
alone, wad ovnoeded as a sop for the humi.
liation of a retiring Viceroy, while in ite
subsequent stages it was practically shelved
to silence &  heokling opposition under
oircumstances of no ordinary  difficulty and
embarrassment, [t sesmns however mever '
to have ocourred to either party in England
how these repeated and emphatio pronounoce-
ments of the highest authorilies in
the Empire and how  these repres.
eive measores vigorously oarried on for
four years have failed to silence the people
;who still persist in their despsrate resolve
to alter this unalterable arravgement by
means of constitutional agitation. Is it not
ab least proof présumptive of one thing that
| the grievanoes of the Partition are not
quite so0 imaginary as they were at one
| tima supposed to be and that the wouod
caused by it is too deep to ba healed np by
sny but the most sympathetio treatment P
-Gentlemen, it has almost grown intoa:
fashiem ia certain quarters to discount the
agitallen againet the Partition ss biing
based apon mere sentimental oonsideration,
asif. whenthat is said sll is eaid
in  justifioation of & measure whioh
i hae prodused such »  deplorable tensioa
] between the rulere and the ruled and oreated
sach an intolerable eitustion both for the:
‘Government as well as the people, Thia
s after all a atook argument whioh in one
‘shape or anotheris not altogether unfamiliar
'even in ordinary life when in faot there
is no other argument to advance. BSenti.
;ments begotten of common origin and
“sintionality nurtared by .dommon iaterests,
mobual.  co-operation and fellowship,
devsloped and str-ngthensd by odmmon
yeligion, languags, menners, customs
-and  observances of ocountless Zenera- |
fiens, sanctified by natural ties and traditions
of centuriea and inspired by common hifipsa
and aspirations, form the essence of patris’
tism and constitute the balwark of even ths'
~raoet advanced nations in the world, and they
mh ) eullil{. despissd in a -t igg s
cBstorn people like the Bengalees. lﬁ
tiotiam is an active virtos'in: the West, it
reppnot be a mere morbid sentiment in the'
Bk, Conoeding for argument’s eake thad'
the opposition of the plopls in the present

has:no nore solid hagis._for its eupport
181 wonsld
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sontimental wonsiderations, is not -
sstnt | deplovable. ‘sitnition with all\
ohto dinorder aad - confasion iu_waish
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@W —/’—‘m while addressing & British
sudienoe, if Lord Morley{ were to appear

tatingly grasp the modifieation and let go the
~— — —great reformrx, Now if that is the =otual

the country is involved aad are mot-the
diffioulties and complications into whioh thia
iil.starred messure has plunged = ‘peacefal
administration, & euffioieht grouad fore me
sort of wod:fioation of the present arrange-
meni? [n the graphic language of my esteem-
ad friend and ohief, Mr, BSorendravath

befors the Bengal publio with a modifiestion
of the Partition in one hand and his Reform
Soheme in the other and sk them t¢ make
their ohoice, can thers be any d.ubt
what the ochoioe of the majority of the peopie
of Bengal would be? They would wunhesi.

feeling in the country, does not mentimental
ocounsideration assume the form and proportion
of a tangible grievance P '
SRR

But epart from mere sentimental considera-
tioue there is quite s number of real tangibls
and serious grievanoes to account for the stub- !
born and protrasted opposition of the people
against the Partition. They are both positive
and negaticeintheir character, as well as
immediate sud prospective, in their conse-
quencss, These have been repeatedly pointed
times without number and many of tnem have.
‘been actually verifiad by the experienos of the
last five years, The Partition has manifestly '
weakned the Hindus as a political anit in
the administration of both the provinoes,
while it has caused a most deplorable eplit
between the two great communities, the
Hindus and Mussulmans of Bengal. It
was the late Sir Syed Ahmed, than whom
the Mahomedan community in Indis has
not perhaps produced « more genuine patriot
and & more keen-sighted politician since the
time of 8ir Balar Jung, who said that “the
Hindus and the Mussulmans were like the
two eyees of a fair maiden, you cannot injure
the one without injaring the other.” Under
the operation of the Partition the right eye
of the ‘‘fair maiden” hasbeen injared and
bowever exultant the left eye may look
through its coloured  speotacler, it ia bonad
at no distant date to share the misfortupe
of its fellow, For the first time in the
'history of British rule in Jndia racial and
religious distinctions hava been openly recog-:
‘nizad asthe pivot of its administrative
' machinery and the leading prinoiple of ite
i politioal oreed. If the Reform Regalations:
| have  revealed this new oreed rost
' glariogly to  the notice of the publis,:
its first epunciation was formulated
with no uncertainty in the Resolu.’
tion for the Partition of Bengal. 1t was
openly and pointedly stated that one of the
objects of the Partition was the ereation of a
‘Mahomedan ;Provinge,. This open detlara-
‘tion, sa formulated in tha Partition Resolu-.
tion and subsequently enforced in ite preoi-
okl application to the varions departments of
1hs State, tonding towards'a sad ‘snd sudden
 revereal of‘i;;t'lilgg&ion(mml’ poliey. of im-
. peztial nealyality ‘and evenly dist¥ibuted eym- |
‘pathy ‘betweenithe two races, has-nederaarily i

shaken the aonfidsnos g tho one and jnspired §
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. iz
ofdiisbe ambition in’ the othen ’ﬂm
mm?bw " making thh. t'extny

in making the mos .
vagant demandslin every direction and
olaiming for themsalves the fabalous share:
of the lion in the unearned booty t1 the
ohagrin and dissppoiutment of the other
beasts of the forest. All intoxicants are
artifioial stimulants which in their reastion
gerve only to inebriate and not to invigorate
the syastem. Gentlemen, it cannot be denied
that the Partition bas atirred up the dying
swbers of those retigions  differences and
raoial animosities between the Hindus and
thse Mahomedans whioh it was the!
highest endeavour and the proudest
achievement of all past administrations to
emother and to  extinguich., The better
minis of both the commanities are no doubt |
fally alive to the common danger ahead and
tkeir utmost energies are baing sorely taxed
to rally and kesp them together against
the strong ocurrent of this short-sighted
polioy not only to divide and soatter th:m
bat to placs them in position of permanent
sntagenism toeach othar, What the ul.
timate result of this policy may bs, if per-
sued for any leogth of tims, it may not be
possible for the present generation exaotly
to foresee ; but it has undoubtedly torz up
Bengal in a way that can never be good for
| the Bengalees.

Another serious grisvanos in disguise is
the establishment of two separate legisla-
tares for the two Provino:a., The legisla.
tare of a country is the barometer whioh
marks the weight and measures the pressare
of its politioal atmosphere and regula“es the
rise and fafl in the constitutional status of
its people. The two saparate legislatures
whioh ars apparently a great concession sre
in reality the thin end of the wedge to drive
the split deeper bstween the twn branches
of the peopls of engal. These two
separate legislatares are bound to introduce
different policies of administration and
eatablish divergent  oonditions in the
politioal rights and priviloges of the
peoploin  the two provinoes. To begin
with, the Reform Soheme hes at oace
dieclosed ths difference in the treatmsnt
] of the two  provinces. Bpeaking in 19C5

Lotd Curzon,;apparently to allure a oertais
seotion of the people, said that the two
provinces would ba of “equal etatus and
digoity.” No one in this coantry believed
Lord Curzon at the time, a3 noue has
velieved him since in anything that he has
everesid or dooes about it; but all the
"same it remains an aot of breach of faith
which hag radely shaken the oonfidence of
the paople in the fairness, honesty and good
faith of the poliay whioh dictated the
Partition of Benga!l. . Almost at the outsst
West Benga! has been raised to the dignity
of a major province with an exeoutive
counoil ; whereas the severed distriots, which
but for the Partition would have participuted
in this reform, have been quietly relegated
to an inferior administration at the bottom
of sll the independent provinoes
in the Empire. It may reasonably
. be ueged  thet while the two pro
vinoes have got one University and
one High Oouit in comypon between them,
they might with equal advantage have baen
placed under one andthe same legislative:
machinery to tarn out laws for them  hath.
Itia to be desply regretted thata  states-
‘man of Lord Morley’s breadth of views
shoald have missed snch a splendid oppn-
tunity of at onoe disarming the opposition
of thie peopleand securing the eomplste
‘sucosss of chis Reform Soheme, Having
regard to the trend of public feeling
inthe country it was not diffisnlt to
-foresse that sach a step would have re.
eonoiled the Bengaleas toa very large
extent even to the invidious and irritating
distinction made between the two
Communities not only ian oonnection
“with the reformed oouncils, but alsoin
m‘i other mattors® oonneetsd with the
publioservices, honours and prefermen(s: If|
“$he Partition bs abrolutely irrevocable, there
-{in'tt 1east room for this elight modification.
Call the new Provinee by any name you. lile
‘igall it:a liemtenant.govarnorship, osll it a
commissionership asin Siudb, orcall it pn
-Afeadia if you obouse, kaep ita administra.
‘tive funetion with all tha sdditional loaves,
‘09 fivhes which the Partition has secared

for the heaven-born services in tact, preserva |
ry
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the aspecial advaotages secared to the |
Mshomedans under its  operation:
the Hindus will not grudge them;but
let there be only one legislative body|
for the entire province even though it may
be under a favourad-nation  treaty andits|
water-tight compartmeats. That iaa

consnmmation which is yet devoutly to
be wished. 8uch an arrangement will|
_clearly simplify snd economiz 4 the adminis- |
 tration, avoid muoh of the complioations
end diffloulties with which the oconuntry
snd ths Government are imwmediately and
prospectively  threatensd  and above all
remove the present  diso'utent by eafe.
goardiog to a vary Iatge extent the politieal

rights avd privileges, as well aa the otber| -
interests of the-owbironpapubsbion [ finorrse <,
SONERSRENVETREND

'Another vjsible banefal result of the Part-
tiou is the deplorable tansion it has produeed
batween the rulers and the ruled. No Gov
ernmeut, however strong or benavolent 1t
may be, can be sucoesefnl in ocarrying out |
sven its best intentions without the sympathy |
snd oo-operation of its subjeots. Matual
trust, confidence and sympsthy are as muoh |
negessary in the mansgement of ordinsry
oarporate bodies as in the vastand compli-
oated grganization of the Government of &
country, partioularly where, as here, the Gov- ! .
ernment and its subjects are slisas to alse 4197
other, The Government Técoznizss
this faot in the repeated demands- it
bas. recently made uwpon the active
op.operation of the leading men in.
the country to euppress lawlessness aund '
restors peace and order. But the Govern.
ment apparently fails to recognizs the :
faot, that so appral to the leaders[is only
a mandete. to  them for & correrponding
lml to the people and_that nnless the
leaders oan. successfully eulist the active
gympathies «f the latter the appeal to them |
8. bound to beinefféotusl. A dozen lesding
men ip & provinse ean, withoat ench
sympathies, render po  more active
sasistanos to-the ‘admipisteation than an}
[aroay of pylice ofibéis aotively engaged.|
fa- the ; Mippression of .orimes, It ix
‘only whea the comwniencs of the publio is ~
J ronsed to o sense of ita duty that effectival —7h x 7"
1 publie co-operation cam be eecured, sndgthis
can hardly be expeoted in Bengal aa long e
Wélm«lm¥ 'tl;mhtlfm: *besn no
ond of preaching by thoughtful men in
’ Iﬁoq of law vnd‘dfdeg‘an&  the trae’
lssderw have nowhers - failed ainidst.insults,
salumsirs and”  misrepressntations of those |
ju authority to denounee violatios dnd up-.
oonstitutisngl, agitation. It is perhaps the:
8 ol OB ﬂnl; '~‘do’vo‘;:;df'meu 153
.. pgainay- “they  hodesly  am
sinceri’y of ¥:their de¢nyncia oﬂ,y
 doubtless true,. s - urged - qui"‘a

touh/

i Ve

4

'Government that meré denunoistion

‘the press. or .the platform are/ of ¥
avail to the, administration, Bat i€ is-equally]
true that some -eonocession is necesary B
.touee’ the public: from their present:
despondency and:anlist their notive sympathy.
‘and go-oparation. It would be' as neeless to'
lisguine aa barimful to sffcot to- ignore this.
fach that . el




«UAbough pomphreys may easily b- killed by

gJosley of the “public wre uqmﬂmﬁ
-0f - to unoconsitutiensl -mesns- atd-
‘methode and ltrongl{lnbhorthuo dark deeds.
of violence which have recontly dll%ruﬁ
the baet traditions of this country, the Parti.
tion Ofﬁo?t:fﬂ' ithe'manner in  which it hes
boen e and the poliey by which it is
still sought to justify and eapport it,
without the slightest oonsideration for the
feelings and sentimeats of the psople and the
loast regard for their grievances, have so far
alienated the bulk or the ‘public, that they
look upon the situation with absolate
hopelesaness and despair and are not animat-
ed by that zsal andlearaeatness whioch alone
ean inspire oourage snd seonre active
sympathy and* co.operation, Avagainst all
the argnments advanced by the psopls
there was bat one argament pet forth by
the Qovernment'in favour of its project, that
is~=qdministrative convenience. But it is to
be deeply regretted that while there were
many ways of meeting thst convenienoe the |
one most irritating to the people should |
have been Girat adopted.and then stubbornly
poroleted in in the faoe of a frantic  opposi-

.ministerial establishments. Qae wbale ie

‘self-interest hatohed in secret aand omried

.fo @ain by euch au extravagant arramges’
‘ment, If {be British Exohequer had to;

tion of the people.

| » Gentlemen, if the Partition stands, the

bresking up of the High Court is ouly a
question of time and opportunity, Recent
events, mnot altogether unconnected with
Partition, have sufficiently proved whate
oalamity it might be to both the provinces
if either the strength, statusor dignity of
thie Kugast tribansl were in eny
way interfered with. The eass of
Gullab Banoo in the North.Western
Frontier Provinoe may under similar
ciroumstance repeat itself in North.
Eaatern Frontier also, The spirit of ravolt
against the judiciary ia slrerdv & remark-
able featare of the Exeoutive in this country
aud it will be an evil day for the people
when the only oheok on the shesmg bureau.
eratio rale wilt be either removed or im.
paired. N

Gentlemen, the financial difficulties of
the Partition had besn fally anticipated by
the people, and though3thess wers  ropea-
tedly urged oo the attention “of the
Qovernmeat, Lord Carzon haviog, 8sg
legacy from his predecessors, s large:
surplus  in the Impoerial KExohequsr
was able to shut out all discuesions on this |
sorious mepect of the question. Bat although,;
he wae ableto launch the Partition with the
help of this sarplus, Gve years have not yet
elapsed before there has been almost & som-.
plete breskdown in the financial position of,
the newly-created  province, necessitating
ourtailment of exvenditure in every imporfs:
ant and useful direction and a  whol:sals.
reduction of poor, ill.paid, bardworked

mgre than ten thousand pomphreye, bub:
thonsande, it is rather diffisalt to. hook
ong single whale. Conosived in the spirit of

out in defianes of pablic opinion]
Partition has imposed an intolerable burden’
apon the moat costly administratioa in the
world. The difficulty, hardehip and injustios
of maintaining two equelly burdensome:
sdmipistrations out of the resonrces of
one provines, howsver manifest in them.
golver, 4> not appeal to the British publia
a8 they have uothing to lose bub something,

éontribute even a thousand pounds towprds |
this gigaatie project, which is now mo.q‘
phlesophically viswed as a more territorie}.

vedistribution, it would bave b:en’ eith:a?x,#;

knocked on the head as son W
proposed, or even il it oould have paesed

tirough the Iodia Offiss the scane of the].
sati-Partition sgitation would have m .

shifted from the Indian to the British

It does not require too much of imagination’y

%o foresee that if this naw Provinoe u-ig

justify ice existenos. fresh taxzation will ber]

come unsvoidable. The people  ars already!
maush too heavily taxed and if they aredp
)ay an edditional penslty fir Lhe Parhtia;f}

¥

A

1t miay prove to bs the last . atraw on tha
; ng:' bagk. Imperial subsidy amu@a

€ if it were, it would béums
—i!;lll.'}lnd unjostifiable to appropriste -thi
Jadisn tax-payers’ money town?ﬂi;.,f.; 1
wpilintenance of the “Empire's moat fatted]
prodigaleon.” — —
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#linen, the above 'is & summary “of
{ha mos’ vital sad _tangible grie.
vaxoes of the psople ander the Partitisn of
Banvzal™ e8 bas already been vorilied by
aptas! experionce. There are other evils of;
-thixill starred measurs which it would be
iffoult to exhavst without erbauating
your time jaad yoor patience, But those
which have besn  enumerated mmay
be sufficient to indioate the npature
avd obaracter of the eituation oreated
snd which has rendered it almost
impoesible for the’ vait msjority of tue
peopls concerned to be so  easily reconeilsd
to the Partition. It is positively uofair to
treat thequestionasa merely sentimental
one and eupremely unjast to proacunos it to
be a settled Fact. @entlemen, it is said that
the egitation against the Partition has sub.
gided. You may as well gag a man's month
and then denonsce him tobe dn'vth. Re.
pression may or may pot  sucoeel M sileno-
Ing the agitatioa; but it can never carry
with it conviotion which alone can disarm
-oppodition. Repeatedly has the G .varn-
ment callsd uponithe peop'e to  co-operate ;
but mote passionately have the people ap-
pealed toths Government to remedy this
onesore which e0 grievously affliote
them. It is no doubt the duty of every
honest oitizen to oo-operate with the Govern-
ment in the task of administration, bat
osn there be any hearty co-operation with-
out oorcesponding  genunine  sympathy
'and kindness? The demand and the
sppeal must go together and aot and
react upon each  other. The present
situati .0 is mare intolerable to the psaple
thsn to the Government and however
much their aotion may bs caviled or
oritioised the agitation is no pastime tn
them. The Partition has proved a veritabls
Pandora’s Box. It has let loose all the
ovils which affliet the eountry, hope slens}:
remaining. It may be ‘hat but for
the bideous orimes perpstrated by the
svarchists the Partition would have been
erelong modified and .that the repeated |
miedeeds of these peats of society atill etand
as & stumbling block in the way of its
reconeideration. Bat I have already eaid
tbat anarchists belong to no country and
no nation, And British statesmanship may
well be expected to rive above all feelings
of revenge and not vieit the offence of s
handful of fauatics upon & whole mnation.
1t i Lord Morley’s own sublime pbilosophy

that “'the one commnndiw G
men shonld do right ¢ very heavens
fall”’ Let us hope ke will yet translate this
M' diotum of his own into action and
remedy the great wroog which he#s baen done |
toan ucoffending people whose  loyalty to
| British rule ,thdugh now nearly forgotten ,

| was at least as valanbls an asset t0 it in the;
i darle daye of ite early history as any thatis
of

gow priftercd to itin the zenith of ite glory
-and greatness. The rectifization of this

| i wrong.will pot involva the fali of the heavena {
no, not even of,eibgle star in the brightfir,
“‘/ mement but will only remove the ban nL{
iufluence of one solitary malignant meteo

Thioh in an evil hour came to rule the desti
W/
{

jos of thia oountry snd whioh though fallen* |
Yig yot b{dlmum proosss ‘iuthe sscem«
-dsat in oounselsof the Empire as far ag.
this unforunate question is oomoerned. i:.
. Gentlemen, T havedone and I thank you.
.mout sinoersly for the very patient and ine
Mgmt hearing you have given me. We are
a no donbt passing thyough gfinost evitisal sl
£nation; but let us not deepair, Remember the -
‘dsirkest night may be followed by the brights
[est dawn,The trisls and tribulations

| which we are passing may at first sight sedme}
to be shattering our national existencs ,but ia;
fact they sre ovly strengtheming it. 1tia
J through defeat that viotory is achieved, and:
‘the defeatq we have sustsined ought only
to stiffen our backs, It is through strugglad
that it is possible for nations like individualy:
tp attain to heslthisr, nobler and manlisr
lifs ,Whether marching in the sunshineof"
sucoese ,or groping our way in the darknesy:
of defeat or despair letus not_gw
inch from the path. of fduty. Let us
work patiently ,firmly and ecnatitutionally.
Lot us sorew up ouc courage to the sticking
ﬂlu and wejshali not fail, Gentlemén,

lways ‘

_ % Bsware of desperats thoughts;

darkest day,

Live till to-morrow, will have

amy.” ;
BANDE MATARAM..
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Speech of Pandit Gispati Kabvatirtha, \&7’

Respected President aus Amwde oeys®,
You have unanimously carried the 6th.

Resolution. The 6th. Resolution was this that the Goverrment
intended to establish friendly relatioms between the Govermment
Officlals and the representatives of the people. We do not
understand how this will be carried into effect. Certainly
the Circular is a good one. We do not understand how this
friendly relation was being used before the issue of this Cir-
culat. We do not understard whether the Police comes in the
same caetegory as the Government officials. We have now be-
come S0 very thick and thin with the police that we have been
obliged to give access to them even in our conversation as well
as in correspordence between husband and wife. This is very
shameful and at the same tine very disgusting to us. M such
practice is prevalent in any country and even in any Sastras
(religious books) but we are suffering from that,  We are
compelled to bless them (the Police) though not _:"Z word but
from the core of our heart. (3poken sarcastically). ‘This is
not all. We are compelled to bless th?’/ with all our
friends and relations. Tow we wish that thls sort of rela-
tion misht not be the object as well as the ultimate result
of the Circular. If it be so, then we should pay our res-
pect to the Circular from a distance. It is not my inten-
tion that the object and ultimate result of the Circular
should turn out to be so. Ia this case only the Friendly
relation can be possible.

The Police unhesitatingly enters our harem and
searches among our wife and children. If this search be-

comes useless we camnot bring any charge either against the
Police or against the false informer,. If the Police, either
to exculpate themselves or to remove swspicions from their
minds, wart to search for the second time we have no means to
oppose them. I have got two minutes more. Theredore 1 f
do not want to speak anything more about this. I suhmit

before you this provosal. 7 G




e e X \Q

Although I had never been a victim to search but
there are many present here, whose houses had been searched.
I need not say about this. There is another kind of search
that i3, Search of Persons, no matter whether they are inno-
cent or guilty, those who wgnt to work for the country by
helping the poor, by attending to the sick - this sort of

search is for then all. That search is made by these -,
(pointing out to the C. I. D. reporters) C.I.D. officers.
You should Judge as well as the Government. Tnis is an

actual fact known to the public.

Three years before, some volunteers went to at-
tendtend to the pllgrims at Tarkeswar. These among the
unfortunates vho volunteered their services at the time -
thoug- they could not do as they had wished - yst they did
mch. At that time they (volunteers) took the help of
the local police also and they were rewarded by the local
educated men. But they got also another reward at the
sane time, viz., the Police compelled me to supply the names
of the volunteers and I supplied the 1list. The Police
gare usS hope that it would do them no harm, neither would
there be any zoolum, But afterwards it so happened that
they went to their respective houses amd engquired about
their characters from their parents and gwmrdians, and
threatened them not to be volunteers. There is fear
even in serving the country, attending to the pilerims and
the sick. Let Government say how we can co-operate with
them, and and how we can get their mercy.



BABU JITEN Ds:'i’.;h-\ L BANNERJEK'S

There were maoy mi-t. koo in the report of
Babu Jitendralal Ranerjes’s speech which
appeared in our issue of Torvday Ja-t.
We publish belows revised versia  of

the same, . rend
thought at first th.tfr’;.h.«, Pecer > 27
d

leal

/Wprofito. But pew I fi-
that a tiny bit of & prefio: wili bs peo-- wrv

before 1 begin. 1n the resslution ! F v
me I find that this C .nferenca’ axppre-
ciates” the effirts of the Governmeai to
assooiate the peopls of the country with
affairs of administration. Now 1 do not
wish to go behind the words -of .he
resolution, but. epeaking as & hvmble
private individusl, I must say that eo far-
an 1 am concerned there is no sppreciation
ot all.” (Loud spplanse) -

Babu Bhupendra Nath Baga :=1 rise to a

irs of order.

Toae President :=1 must sk the speaker
to keep to the resolution ou the lines sgr-ed
on by the Committee, This is not the time to

zess his personal feelings. . .
“gitondn. Babu :==My pemsonsl opinion ¢ W &

The President:==My ruling is thetyou __ ) >
shounld nots gahehind the mopde-—ol-the-re- \'W londh M Coerlc Move, #» L~ 4o

oy \

= Jitendra Babau (continuing) :==Had there

been any honest int-ntion on the part of the

Government to sssociate the peaple—
President s=Order, order shouts of *go

0n.” “go on” from the sadiengey ... — — gt olecct”
Jitendra Baba :==All right, I shall omit

0! .M.
—Wﬂm resolution ¥ find that L g4l

Conference is *oonstrained” to

eoviain—objestions-to the rules and regs. .
Jations framed under, 1he Reform Schems, W‘ 7
Now, so far as I am concern«d, and here the :
| President’s objection does not apply, thers is
! no constraint whatever==(Applause). I coms
. forward to raite objeotions to thess rules
| and regulations with great glee, with a foel-
ing of unholy pleasure: and I do so because
I sm convinoed that this reform ascheme is

no booa to thecountry, but a ourse, (Loud acl

ohears.) It has brought to ne not the olive < A PPN

beanch of pense but: the ew oordy - —— >’ S -

L“ has divided brother from  brotbaer, j
Hinduwfrom the Mabomedsns «Bat J /hope Liwgir s !

tandency of the reform schems/ and
determined to eheck and ‘
) aw I ahall

turp to the rules snd  regulstious them-

selvas, With regard to every gsoheme

ey, o oesbions ury b bt Y o

eoun me 1. How - .
. og tlunbol; :

)

é

y

;

%
o

- ad 4 o s
oonoerned, it is too large to be dealt with
by me within the sbort time at my disposal.
I shall therefors ocontent mys-It with
tsking s rapid review of the so.oalled
extentions of power which have been
| groated to the logislative bodies.




. . I
vesolutl i administrative
utions n)-“nnld-

mensures § (tii Inst and most bleased

boou of JI. " tary questiona,
Now » ‘ how do welstand P
In the y's Council, the non-officlal

members posssss B0 majority whatever ;
and even in the vainagnl Councils their
e et They T mousese s mejorlty 1
gron a 0 possess a major

the Provineial Counoils and gnntijng that
this msjority is effective what oan they
do? 1f they pass any bill obpoxious to
the Government why, it will forthwith
be vetoed by thajGovernor-General’s Couneil
where-the offisiale are 1n ‘s permanent
majority, Bimilarly if they prevent any
bill from being passed, upcen whioh the
Government has set its heart—why, it will
ofill be passed by that emsme Supreme
Leglalative Oouncil. This power therefors
;ﬂ:dm iteelf to nothing whea olosely ane-
yoed.

Let me pass on to the second head of our
count, It is said that we can now pass reso-
lutions as vegards administrative measures
and that this is o real and substantial gain.
No doabt we csn move resolutions, and in
Tare eontingencies pass them too, But what
thens Well, we are sweetly told that the
resolutions will rot be binding upon the
Government, In other words, you may
move and carry your resclations; but onee
ﬂlor are passed, they will not for ever on the
shelves and archives of Government offices.

But there is mnother matter still
oft—=the  non-officisl members ean ask
supplementary  questions. Well, suppose
they osn, an supposs they do.
What next? This business of askin

dialogue in Shakespeare. “I ocan eall
spirits from the vasty deep,” says Owen-

londower, *Yes, but will‘they eome
when you calls” is Holspur's blunt reply.
8o is it with these supplementary questions.
We ask them no  doubt; but will they be
answered when they are puts On that
point the = regunlations are moat ex&lipit.
Non.official mambers are quite at liberty
to put eupplementary questions; but they
will have to wait till eternity before they

| gok their answers,

With these words, T beg to support the
resolution which ie before this Conferenoce,
(Loud lpxlsun and shouts of ¢ Bande

mtmm_ )

supplementary questions reminds me of 'Y

.



. . friend has 8) exerciseed this dicoretion as to
+ A»—:v )Aﬂ-m«-e )_\ add one more to the mauy ties of gratitude

Q dofeats together—and now in the evening
7% Tn'lﬂ_.ﬁ!."hm oompanionship with him
and othera whom [ ses gathered round this

*3 SPEROH:
tlu.nl_n

‘BABU SURENDEA m‘f‘.”

In  propoeing a vote of
the Cha! r, Bnbu Smendn

and

Prem ont, Brother-delegates,

Mr.
gentlemen,—J rise to perform o very agree-
able duty, whioh I am sure will meet with
your enthusiastic coneurrence. I beg to move
-] that the gratefal thanks of this Confarence
be aceorded to Batu Ambiks Charan Mazam-

der, (spplauge.) for having taken the
troabls to coms over aud preside over this Con-
focence, aud for his wmmy able conduoet in the
chair. Gentlemen, to ‘preside over a Confer-
enoe of this ki.d ia a task of enormous diffi-
oculty, Oarsis a demoeratic mssembly. Itis
without a constitation. The President is the
muster of the situation, the king. lord,
dwotator of the assembly. His will is lnw.
his discretion is absolutef(unferféred.
Bt he is to exeroise his disoretiod in such a
wayas to win forhim the unstinted alle-
gisoos and the—mulling acquiesosnce of
those whom he ocontrols, Gentlemen, I think,
I voice the sentimeats of all present here,
when [ say that my old and distinguished

which bind us tc Jhim, A (spplause )
4 deepensthe love, esteom and regurd that is
m throughout the two Beogals,

If I may be permitted for one mommt t)
introduce » personal reminisosnee I will say
this, that Babu Ambika Charan Mezomdar
and myself have b:en lifs-long friends. Wa
have been for the life-tims of a generation
0¢-workers. We have fought together—we
have trinmphed together —=we have snstained

.platform—ai@ my thoughts involuatarily
-1evert to the memories of thajblessed oncs who
| have passed away into that lsnd from whose

bourne ‘no. travellary retorne—and now

in the evening of my days [ find myself
asdociation with him Wﬁhﬁ'

-through one of the moit momentous perioda.

1is eaveloped ;n derkoess. But I will say
this that I bave faith, undying|
{faith, i the destiuies of my_ . ceuatry,
in’ tlh triumph of right and = justior,
even in regard to political matters, whers,
as we'all know, the canons of morality are

_moee elastio and lesd abringent than what
mtmlthe ualions OF Inam'kuill— A

NATINEXLLELOLTS.
ﬂll‘,viny friend lika. many of his ooll
hu been the vietima of interested erit
 alembinhasd

tion: It is »_common enough ~practice. on
th of the -enemies ‘of Indian: pro-

gress—and the latter-day professors of that
m& hive reduced it to a fise srt—to sesk to’

!
fo!

in the history of our couatry, God " alone}
)| knows where wa are drifting to. The futurs’|

malicions mmopusenh- '

diseredit the Indian natioas] movement by]
 diserediting ite trasted loaders. They ‘are}
' Mgh erunss n;‘: -

\A

w‘- L~

=
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Bule, no Mmon ®
ocenik mémorial of British adminjatration,. ﬁhan
the’ grnt intelleotus! and moral awakening,
which is  visible in ofi¥ midet, It
is the proudest trinmph of British
rale in  India, We bave been
told by & writer, who bad been six
weeks in thie oountry, the veracious
columns of the “Times"” that this anrest
is due jto Brahminioal asoendency and

| Brahminioal iofuence and to the dissatis-

faotion which is fell with English
eduoation and English oolture. Un-

| monest dictates of prudence point t.o oan-
| stitutional means as the only legftimate,

1 It:bas ignominiouely Jfailed in the Wast,

v hsomdﬁng influénoce of theye seductive
ings, ' Young men whom 1w lnforem-. v
ear _in mind . the

fortanately for the purposes of this theory,
Brahminical inflnence is as old as thé
bills, while the unrest 1is only of
modern origin; end so far from
there being eny  disinolination for
Euoglish education, why Bir, and [apeak
a8 & school.-master, the Collages and schools
which;teich English are orammed to over-
flowing with stadents and we osnnot find
accommodation for them. The unrest, acoen-
tuated and decpened by administrative and
politioal oauser, to whioh our rulere, I fear,
deliberately shat their eyes, is of the West.
Its roots are to be traced to the West, 1t re-
presents the consummation of that dream to
which you so eloquently adverted yesterday,
when Macaulay looked forward to the advent
of that doy when the subjects of England
in;India trained in western education would
aspire to Western institutions.

However that msy be, we cannot deny that
we are passing through ome of the most
oritioal periods {n the hlstory of our country,
full of i lmmenso potentialities, for good or
for evil. »We'dan make or mar the future.
Violenoe "in the pursuit of our polmoll

rogramms or apathy or interested timidity
f regard to our public duties will blast
the brilliant prospsots which are opening
out to us nndp which follow in the train
of all national Mnknnmg Whatever
differences of opinion thers may be
amongst us, I know [ speak the senss of
those who are sssembled in this hall, under
the auspicss of this Conference, when I
say that we are all agreed that comatitv-
tionalism is to be our motto and unewerv.
ing allegiance to law and order the domi-
nating principle of our politionl oresd.
Apart from the higher moral eonsiderations
which in the long run govern the affaire.
of men—for there is a suponntondmg
Divinity which watohes over the destiniss’
of nalions—apsirt from those higher soral
prinoiples which have bsen presched \;i
our sagee, sung by our poste, whi
run through  the blood of our la{
which are s part and parcel of tho ﬁ;: o
the. individual and of tke
nation—apart from them, the

:the only usefal weapon in politiosl warfare.
leoncyo has baenpotrudpfn tho‘“Wut.

It ‘recoiled upon those who need it
It has afforded the justifioation for re-
premion. An emacculated Duma was ths
reply of the Tear to Russisn anarchism,

-ADVICE TO YOUNG MEN,

snedesafnl ravolntien are lntrephhouul it
lll]IH—I have seea pamphleta of I:lul kind

‘w=whan these stories are ciroulated te poison |
thnﬁndl of our young men, my - advivs |
b0 themm is: to be on their guard lgluut ﬂu ;

'b' -on: youp - ‘md' oar
roumatanomct today are WO o i
shd  other laaders ‘of M |

:";mw:- ey g
ate W inap &
Fmodern: nlmhou in Ilyldll. Bear thiaf.

;qnnd of

Judgmnnt -
‘guidance in tln tnhm. 10! ynu
Vheoitizens of the. fobure. Saturabs yiur
winds with ndmcf mtriotism,
{dess.of devotion to duty, leavened by . pfu::
‘denes; ;uﬂgmonﬁ snd doe regard. for- m
eanyironments” But 1 have nQ “fon

on ‘this ssore, I have trust in the
‘Yo\;ﬂn of my country, 1 have trust
0 commoneenss, 1" ahafs—th
hope thet was expressed By you, Biz, that
the ecloud, o little oloud which has

qathered on tha hneisa-
l'e:.xq 103 pom\nuﬁ

:&d ueeq BASY BARYOT] ssxw pue ueddixe

o stz adao ‘gopuory

of B' ﬁhow of do highes . Mihuvement o k.

- 8i¥; the applinnm of modern science{S
:hﬁo made modern Governments invinel-
 ble and firresistible. When the stories of

‘_X (‘—1.‘)
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{ of national life and the Promsthoan spark:

and law-abiding peopls. . 1n. the. mean.’
——-«m,-—n—trmg: daty ‘so fo: arrange
the  sooia forces as to render

impossible the'recurrence of thess dastard-
lny orimes. We ought to afford mo justi-
cation for further represeive measures,

OUR DUTY IN THE CRISIS,

Sir, we have aléo another daty to
perform, equelly urgent aad paramount.
We find ourselves face to faos with an atmos-
phere of great}depression. There] is, indeed,
nothing nnusual about it..Aotion3is followed
by reaction. That is the universal law, in the
moral as well as in the material warld. The
strenuous effortsa of the last few years
have produced alull, 1 hope, only a temporary
lull, in our politioal activities. And it h
been despened by the restriotive legislation o
the last few years, which I deplore, whioh 1
protest against, which 1 consider to be
unneoessary, and it has been further aoccen-
tuated by an extensive polics surveillancs
whioh now prevails, [ have bsen
told that inrome towns in the Mofnesil,
it is imposeible forhalf a dozen friends to
meet together for any publio purpose
without baving the police at their heels. I
have been told that canvaseera for Swadeshi
concerns and bawkera of Bwadeshi goods, if
they happen to be of the bhadrolok blasr,
are sbadowed by the police. This is
deeply to be regratted, It is inosomsistent
with the noblest traditions of British rule
and is entirely in confliot with the oiroular
letter to whioch you, Bir, ralerred, in which
the Government enjoias ths oultivation
of friendly relations bstween the officers of
Government and the representalives of the
peaple. When will our rulers lesrn that
suspicion begets saspision and engenders
an atmosphere of mistrust ioh~mAREE
oo.operation between the people and the
! Qovernment impossible?

THE SITUATION AND OUR
DUTY.

This is the sitaation and the eitaation
imposes & duty upon us, and the graver
the situation ths more serious are our
‘obligations. There are those who tell ns that
in view of the present state of things and
the attituade of oar rualers we should do
nothing, take to our beds and go.to sleep.
1 protest against this dootrius of inaction.
Mow if ever the time for aotion has come;
now if ever our people must bs roused from"
the torpot  of apathy, Now if ever the
‘datk atmosphere of depression mast be
dlssipated and a new lifs and a new impetus
- dommunicatsd to the slumbering impolses

revitalized into a flame, If your Confsrence
'aven in a small measure gives this impalse:
to the waning life o the nation, it will have’
dous a great service and you will have)

entitled yourselves to the admiration
sbd gratitade of your oountrymen by
uoble service nobly rendered, You have
‘laid  down lines of action which we
-ought to follow.

THE PARTITION.
. You |have ‘expressed your dissatiefaction

ation to oontinu
against the partition unmtil 1t has been
modified or withdrawo. Well, 8ir, my friend
Mr, Rasul in his admirable speech this-
. morning referred to the dead issue of the
‘Btatesman.” | will not repeat hiv argument.
I will not seek to spoil the effeot of bis|
eloquent worde whioh are still ringing in
my ears, but I will eay this that we|
are resolved to convert the dead issne into s
living, vital ‘and vitslizing problen, |
‘Other matione have done the eame]
thing ia the past. We are golng’
to _follow their great example. 5
‘degive to tell. fhe “Btatesman™ ‘andsll
olse whom it may concern that when
a people have made up theitr mindé

- if they are-persistent and painstaking, they

thata partionlar problem affecting their wal. |
fare shoul? bs solved in a particnlar manney, |

"are boand to have their own way. Yon and I
‘may not live to witness the triamph of this

WY

Uiod™ «-

with the Futibion and you have reaffirg- "’WW
‘od " your reso {!’ﬂfiﬁm?;
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.J thet ‘triumph, though long deferred, will
‘] come as sure a8 the night follows the day.

Generations of Irish leaders have come and

gone—with the hope of success glowing in

their patriotio bosome—wgo will it be with

us, You and I will pass away and the curtsin

will fall upon the scene of our loved
!labours ; bat the enthusiasra which glows in
"our breast =the divine and holy enthusiasm
whioh animates us in regard to this sagita-
tiop, we shall commauanioate to our descen-
dants fron generstion to generation,
until the triumph has besn achieved
and the vistory is ours. It hes been
safd by the veracious eorrespondent
of the “Times” that the sentiment b ut
the partition is on the wane, appareatly
because the manifestations of feeling about
the partition have not besn s0 frequent.
You enact a law whioh, to pat it very miidly,
disconrages publio meetinge==you proolaim
whole distriota==and then you say that the
[seling against the purtitiin has dieappsared
beoause forsoeth there have bsen no public
meetings, The transparent dishonesty of
such a plea must be appsrentto ths most
obtuss. No, Sir, the feeling against the
partition is not on the wane. It is there,
desp down iu the national heart. The 16th
of Ootober is approaching, We shall then
be in a tion to show what we feel about
the partition and that it i not dead. (Lond
| cheers.) Take the vow even now that ss you
:go back to your homes, you will on tuat
day give the lie direct to this faleseand men-
dacious report. On that day the voice of
Erobest, the woios of lamentation will be

eard in every town, in every village,
inevery housshold in Bengal, And then
perhaps it will be said by the same
‘tribe of veracions  oarrespondeats and
others of that ilk that the demonstrations
have not bsen s0 numerous or that
they have not been marked by the same
measure of enthusiasm as before. But the
trath will prevail, and I am sure the
voios of interestsd mendacity will be
hushed into silenes in the presence
of the huge demonsteations that will be
oalled into bsing an the I6th of O:stober next.

SWADESHI

Youhave taken the pladge to o9n-
tinue the Swadeshi movement and I am gled.
that you have done 8o, You will snon
have the upportunity of redesming that
pledge. The poojahs are approsching,
when large purchasss of piecs-goods will be

gt —— e Tt i Sl ot
‘grest mo g pa [ eading
the prosecution ina famous

oounsel for

Yoaseemges fo it that the wonhipwf
her whom ‘the Hindoos oa ivine 718

performed inan atmosphere fragrant with:
the breath of Swadeshism.Do not pollute her
by the pressnce. of imported articles -re-
pugnant to the. pledge which you have;taken.
Yfear T have alresdy trespaesed -mpon
your patience~~(No,.no, osrtainly not)—
Swadishism s thse calt of the
oountry. It has become & part of our baing.
1t is enthroned in our hearts. Tt hav'pene-
i trated our homes. Viait sa lndian me -
and you will find it saturated with the
Bwadeshi apirit. Swadeshi has. come to:

 stay, ¥ well in resolut:ly aticking toit.
stay. You o;i, mﬂn' iy hi‘ oite

VA
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 May I saya word or two about the
QOongress P May I give you a bit of advise P
1 think [ am entitled ¢t do so by my age and
the privileges whioh belong to ags, I sm
about the oldest manin this hall, excep’
perhaps Mr. Ghoeal, [Mr, Ghosal—I em
your senior] I iavite yom to join the
Congress—=to join It in liwrge numbers.

We oannot keep away from the CTongress.
We caonot like Aohilles lie sulking in our
tents. We ounnot keep ourselves in isola-
tion from the publio life of India, We
need the sympathy of all lndia in the
struggle in which we are engaged. Iu the

we had an abuudant measare of that

sympathy. In the futare too we shall need it.
Uaited we'stand —=divided we fall. You may
not like the conetitution of the Congress, 1
donot likeit 1 protested and 1 fought ageinst
some of its prinoipal features, but 1 wes van-
quished, beoause we were so faw ia namber.
Yy advice to you, therefore, is to join the
.Oougress in largs numbers so as to sscure
the acosptance of your views By
remaining aloof ycu canngt inflaence the
Cougress. By joining it in considerable forca
you cannot fail to guide ita deliberations.
Bangul hascontributedivery largely to the up-
building of the Congress. Ars we goin
g0 baok upsn our work and undo it? /Hetleot
upon what I havsesaid, think over ths sitoa-
tion and make up your mind to attend the
-Congress in large numbers.
CONCLUSION,
y Oneword moreand I am done, In the
long history of our race we have passed
throngh many orises. We have lived to over-
come them a!l, For we have never failed to
adapt oursslves to our environments, The.
ssme inimutable Iaw, the sheet-avchor of
uur race, will beour guide in the present
situation, The law we salisll never break,
With ths law, through the law, aided
by the law, waehall sesk to work
our eal ation. It is only the ocoward and
the paltroon who megleots his daty in the
hour olf!e arisis. L::;l “hph’ d:ln paet ﬂo:!.
méen. speoti s law, adqring the
oonstitution wl;lgioh‘ opens out o us wast
poseibilities’ of political progrése, 1ot wa-
ride above the depressing atmosphers. whish.
sutrounds us and ocarry on otr 6ld work
in accordanes with our old " traditfona~~

,apirit and the’ “Swadeshi"’ onlt-r ]
darkuess whioh surronnds us will disappear
snd we shall have laid broad and desp the
foundations of that fabrie of constituticusl
libsrty which I balieve in the destined
heritage of the subjeots of the British
Bmpire, Oacoagain I begto plase -before
you the vote whioh I-bawa mowad .
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abave all, let us prove trme tojthe "sn%' oghi™
odthe
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