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D.O.Be. 235 DFm/SO
Now Delhi, 29.9.1980.

Ry dear Sri Prakass,

Thank yéu for your letter of the 24th September
1980, regerding the use of saloons by Ce inet Ninisters.

As I sesid in my last letter, I fully appre-
ciate your situation and have some sympathy with 1t,
but the whole question ia of
Cabinet Ministers, obviously, we
standard in thia respect. e the anxiety of both
myself and the Prime Minister not to extend the
present privileges wnich Csbinet Ministeirs enjoy.

You have sa’d that a Firet Class compertment
will cost ap wuch as the haulage of & saloon. I find
from engqiries that this ie not eorrect. A bLbroad
gauge saloon when occupled costs Government Re.1l/-

@ mils and when not occupied As.~/10/- a mile.
ZVvery time a saloon 1s reqiired by a Calinet Minister,
empty heulage is generally involved. There 1s no
such empty haulage in the case of Firat Class
eompartment. The broad uge charges for 4 Pirst
Class tickets are AI.—/B,: e mile. Apart from
this difference in thes charges, Covernment has to
pay Ra. 30 to 40 thousands & year, if not more, en
depreciation snd maintenance of .the saloons. You
will thus notice that the reservation of a 4-berth
First Class compartment is definitely cheapyer than
requisitioning a saloon. Apart from this, normally
I should expeet that, when a Minieter is travelling
mlones, he.ocould take a coupe instead of a 4-“erth
©compartment.

However, 1 think the best courge would be
for us to diseuss this matter in the C t and I
an ‘suggesting to the Prime Ninister accordingly.

Wwith kind regards, Yours sincerely,

8d. Vallabhbha! Patel.

The Hon'ble

Shri Sril Prakasa,
Minister for Commerce,
New Delhi.




You will recall/lour previous correspon-
dence as regards Shri P asa's suggestion that,
if Cabinet nisters take their family with them
in t he saloons, they should be allowed teo do so
free of cost. I aw sending herewith a copy of his
subsequent letter and reply thereto. You will
no that he has now o fied his proposal end
has suggested that a S¢cond Class ticket may be
purchased and that the dn‘(xux:.on of /family may be
restricted. I belilsesve Y.fmtlon of family

purposes of rules 1is a x‘.Q y resiricted.in the mermiger
he desires. The only HQuestion that nison therer

fore, is whether we shjould allow.Cabinet Ministers &m
to purchase only a Se nd Class ticket for each
member of the family takes in his saloon.
ir allowed this 1in 'tha c -o of Cabinet dMinisters,
we would have to al 17 to other officers

as well who may trave in a. oons Oor reserve
Pirst Cless compartmehits. I)lsuggest that the
matter may be mentionjod In"t Cabinet and the
views of our colleagues/6n thila question might
be obta’ned.

:f(){ / n A a 84 Cdmonn (rlit

The lon'ble
Pandit Jawaharlal Neliru,
Prime Minister,
NYW DELMI .



My dear Sardar Saheb,

I am grateful to
and 676-DPM/50 from New
August 21 and Septem er
Cabinet Ministers. The
yourself must be final
matterss but I ’should

and
like

2, King Edward Road,
New Delhi.

September 24, 1980.

von for wyour D.O.'s Nos.599-DPM/5
Do1hi ani Bombay datel respective
6 regordins the use of saloons

of the Prime
conclusive
. with

decision Ministe
in this as 1in

your permission,

sometiring 1n this connection. I fullv agree with t
Cabinet Ministers should avoid the use of Railway oons .
Iuniarstand that we have a few and we shall hgve sut them
to sor.e use as long as they are there. That owev2®, 1 noil
my presaent concern. I finl that you racom er compartment.
I unierstand that the cost of the haulag-~ saloon 1s annas
twelve a mile and 1if a first eclass compar - reserved for
fo:r tieckaets, the cost, 1 brilave, will B SAm-2 .
Then I also fimnd that 2 g 1 fltted
vit rriangements for o' wiid ,arct it nay be that
o fstar might nav. ! b inn a4 Rail'way siding
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"_ae far.as my own portfolio is concern=2, I find -
t‘Ihave nqmoé 4te-go out of D~1hi ‘0o often ani
avoi _ % ‘also. I have secen your note 1in th
e o »my prodgcessor to th> effact that tours should
be.-aveolded in the interest of economy. Personally
v e very Strictly followed -rour wilshes as expresseld
s:in/that . nofe. Some journeys, how>-2r, have zot to »2 made
'.nnd I do propose to visit Vi“f ou~ centres of comierce
from time to time. I have baeen on'v to Bomthay so far ~h’
‘am-"visliting Kanpur at the end of ti.is monrti, I 70208
t6 'go td Calcutta and Mairas later an’ s"Hu'd fea 11v like
-to travel by train €wery time unloss I shoull i : P
be. 1in a hurry when tie air trave?l rcatirl y 15 ) +
The problem that I crlgirall-r zai T e A }
*f'permission being aChorJOI to memtie T the Minils! . ‘
" famlly being allowel to travel it YA, WLy
travel, .a first class tickst has ~ot t. e saivehad
him o6r her, which I think 13 very ? i S
Ministers like me wo:11d trav.l nt
in private 1ife. I .£find that th
travelling vith a Minist - -mn v ¢
ticket. My request 1is thit wier )
Secretary can traval I L v
may also be permitte: ¢
members of his family fns:
informed th:t ten - v fieit
in the saloon.
= Yau rx‘_f‘,,r‘ to th.o L 5
Perhaps the fr¢ s the .
number ﬁ?f”%.*wﬁ in hi >
to tak. mambor: f A‘:’ P £ ,
perhaps make zsome sort fata —
Sf a v 'ly 11ke wifa, -1
permit* 4, In any caso f
that a Minister mav be ‘
‘wIiE:} him, sh certai: fraor 19
-¢4£Zt1~1-IA41LAkGOL nﬁad»t—ara-rgnyu_Aan‘,,,xryg4-~.¢,u¢uvn~4
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Yours sincerely,

Homourabdle
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PRIME MINISTER.
INDiIA

No. 1148-P.M.

New Delhi

Aupust 22, 1950
Q\éo
| O

Your lette: ... .
Sri Prakasa's about memb
travelling in railway s
agree with you in this
sometimes hard, but a salutary ru
to prevent abuse of x ilere. {ndee..
we should not encourdgey the use of saloons

at all and I have that more than once
as you have doneg.
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e Hon'ble Sardar Va!l!abhbhai Patel.
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Yours sincerely,
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2, King Edward R3ad, New Delhi.
August 17, 1950.

My dear Sardar Saheb,

- You may perhaps recollect that I had troubled yow
from Shillong about a Governor's privileges as regards Mis
party when travelling about¢ and you had very kindly ang,
generously put matters right by your ruling that a Governers
could travel about with a party consisting of not mor
six members and you also gave him the privilege of choo:ing
his own party. I scarcely travelled in a party of more than
three including myself, the others being one personal servant
or chaprasi, and one A.D.C. or secretary. Sgnet,imes if any

{ member of my family happened to be there - son, daughter or
I Y daughter-in-law - he or she also formed a _member of the
v ~ b party.

Here I find that a Cabinet Ministem,cén take a
Railway saloon but no one can travelgwith him. If anyone
travels, a first-class fare has to be paid for him. The
other day when coming back from Banaras,, a member of my
family travelled with me and I paidjaafdrst-class fare for
her. I also understand that when 4the,Prime Minister or
yourself travel, and Indiraji or Mandben are also travelling,
full fares have to be paid for them. I know it may be
embarrassing for you to give @gndeécision on this matter but
I do think that the positdomyneéds reconsideration.

When a saloonq4isggoing where there are various
compar tments and berths,0r when a chartered aeroplane is -
going, I do not seefwhy {f, members of the family of Ministers
are also travellinry they should have to pay any fares. I
can und-rstand th@t ‘whem Ministers are travelling by service
planes, they may pay [Or members of their family who may be
travelling withQfAom®thourh I think even there, parhaws a
small concesgi on Wouali not oe improper.

I doffiot however press for that but | cannot help
feeling that cbncession might be made where a rallway saloon
>br a chartered plane {s used. A chartered plane, in the very
nature oOf things, will be a rarity, for it {s only used on
very (Sspecclafl occaslons; but railway saloons will be often in
use and/ perhaps Cabinet Ministers could be permitted to
takie mémbers of the.familges> tH the extent H»f the berths _—
REQYYded withgut boing charjyed g Rlarac g [CFejer @l Kyss @hine
R D Ao b nlany

You will pleass pardon me > r 'roubling you but
INf6lt that the rules in this behal? could be reasonadly
r®#considered. 1 may state that Sir James irigg when he was
Pinance Minister her«, told me that before h!s time, wives of
Ministers could travel with them in the saloons free but when
Zafrullah arrived with two wives, Government felt that that

was a little too much and so th withdrew all concessions.
And the fares of avarybody, bgpddys the Fxacutive Councillor
Mimaalf, hadl to ha patd for. <
Wit rospactf il ragards,
I am,
Yrurs sincerely,
N al
~ i
A7 e e
(4r! Prak
The HHon'ble Sardar Vallabhbhat Patal,

Minister,




2, King Edward Road, New Dei1..

August P, 1950. \

"My dear Sardar Saheb,

The other day 1 sent a lette. . ! . . ssaiding
the desirability of allowing Cabinet Mimisters when using

railway saloons, to take some members of eir families
with them i1f necessary. I forgot tom on therein that
in case you should think that this 1d not be desirable
and that Ministers shoyld pay for embers of thelir
families travelling with them, should 1ike to suggest
that they may at least be piv t concession of only

paying intermediate or at bes sacond-class tickets. So
many of us have been used t elling in those classes

in private 1ife and would > oing back to them on relin-
quishing these offices. t s indeed hard to have tH» pay
first-class fares for e ember of otne's family.

e 1s no objection to thelir having
mémbers of their fam ies with them. Perhaps a similar

c ncession coul be granted 'h11g% ey are travelling by
train. I am ver sorry to troubl 1th such a small matter
and I hope you please excuse.

{ € Easvaotrul reyards,
I am,
Yours sincerely,
2 o ) '
‘/<:?\. <. T /;711<:L£:5‘\

(Sr!' Prakasa). \\\
Hon'ble Sardar Vallabhbhat! Patel,
uty Prime Minister,

DELAT.

I may also_a that Ministers can travel iIn cars;
and when they do SO,V





