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P«raoxiMJ. Mud

I am attaodlDii lierawltii ttia adl^orlal comaaiita 
or a laadlnis Contp*aaa dally ol' Poona 'Tda I<oka Shaktl*. 
A  few waoks baoa Mr* Joadl, tda Editor* tiad'sent b w  
eartaln outtlnt^a Trom aoma of tde Mabaraslitra praaa 
drawing attention to tine dangeroua aorb of inoiteaant 
tliat tliey were latiiflng and asking that Gowernaent ahould 
tSLke some action about it. I bad some correspondenoe 
witb d im about it* He bas sent tbe attaebed outtlng.

0

n ''
In tbia particular article be baa drawn pointed 

attention to tne cooL-aenta iir some important Haratbl 
papers wblob* in nis opinion* amount practically* not 
only to glorification of tne deed done b y  Oodse but to 
an incitement for further saou actions* It is possible 
to get tbe relevant extracts from tbe garatbl press if 
tbe Prime Minister so desires* But there Is no doubt 
that the tone of' a certain section of tbe Muratbl press 
has been such that it Is bound to Increase* at least in 
tbe minds of some people* tbe iueas aiid sentiments of 
tbe sSLiae type as those which leu Godse to perform bis 
nefarious deed*

1 do not know whether from tne legal poiixt of 
view articles praising aiiu glorifying Oodse can be 
considered as Incitement to .uurder* X personally 
think that tney can be and should be conslueiHsd as 
Incitement to murder* I aj.so feel that It is necessary 
to take some aetioti against this sort of open glorifica
tion of assassins and putting a hallow of martyrdom 
around txxelr brows* It Is for txxe Prime Minister or 
the Deputy Prime Minister to consider how it can be 
done but there is no doubt that these cookiients have 
created indignation and a wratiiful reaction all over 
Maharashtra and O o v e m m e n t * s  Inaction Is bound to taave 
a baa effect*

----''^•7/ • V ̂

.Copy to:Deputy Prime Minister*
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PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL.
New Delhi}
24th Novr. 1949.

My dear ^ J-
In the issue of Kesri fropi Poona dated the 

16th November 1949 the main article is on Godee 
and Apte. The title of the article is "National 
Victims of the Sentence jpf Hanging". The whole 
article glorifies murder. My attention was drawn 
to it by certain criticisms about the same in one 
of the Marathi papers. I read it twice over and 
passed it on to Bala Saheb Kher. He also agrees 
with me that it does glorify murder. J am sure 
the Govt, of Bombay will look into this. Mean
while} I suggest that why we should not take some 
action at least in the matter of discontinuance 
of patronage about advertisement to papers who 
write on these lines. I am writing this to you 
to consider and pass this letter on to Hon'ble 
Shree Dlvakar with such remiirks as you think fit. 
I had some discussion with him yesterday and 
simply asked him to read the article and tell 
me what he feels about it.

Yours sincerely,

(N.V.GADOID

Hon*ble Sardar Vallabbbhal Patel, 
Deputy Prime Minister, India,
1, Aurangzeb Hoad,
New Delhi.
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Vv\^yvv  ̂  ̂ Vv\£vv c||- '  A ft^ -v il^ 'te^  t w i^

r\XxW\_v,,,^,^cv^^4''VA'  ̂  ̂ V P/V ij^w -^

*XCv6^v'-^^ ^ A r^  ' " l ^  X i ^ C a  c'ji' ^ -A^J cX ed e itX '

ffvi'^er^o.feo fvw^ V-«^ coC^^ c/“

to 0 ^  &XC ^̂ CjL iJ-^w^ J

W'CvXJE. eoC-^CcA ’X y '^  Vv>^iA.^L^ . f i v X  '^ U V A ^  V f  Cj

v<^ t o  e ^ e - t J r A R ^  A6 8^(-rwdNATIO
NAL A

RCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



Co-'vwtx'-yvv'V-̂.ii- KvC'vt-' fe |iti-̂ '̂tKv
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j *î spi" A  c<VV«tXj. X*v 1 1;̂ ‘’
xA^'ul t x e c ^ ^  W  Ff>~e<jt̂
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Government of India. Overseas Communications Sernce.
K.P̂ «̂O»il00 wWvPiW*V -

1
N.B.:— <4AA tnqmir\€» rtgarding tkit Teltgram tkould b* madt to t • Oovcrnmant TeIrgrapH Drptt. accompanied by Ihie Form.

T H E  FtRfST Lrsr O F  Tlll/i T E L B O R A M  C O U T A I S B  
T H E  F O L L O W  ISO PA .TtCVLA RS IN T H E  O R D E R  tfA M E D  

L^t»ro and Nttmbor of M«9»tiQ9. Offiet of Origin 
tfnmbor of Wo^t, Dot*. Tin* JU*d, nnd Official Inotrnction— if ang.

RECD.

KPRJ^e W5 ?P ZURICH 45 I? i 7

PIT - H HISHKRRS THt 5 E NRR1LS n VRR  ̂OR i,' 

“ or l^'^IA HiEVTCLHI - ‘

V'lTV THE RUREERER I t-T IA KIEL RAKTHI ORCE 

4?A|F  • THE SM RIT 'liiTTHOUT URIN5 ANY' EORCE • 

' THE PEACE l!J ALL THE KORLC ANT HIRSELr- STOP 

LET O' VTRK FOR PEACE • IN EE'CS ANE' ’

ACTION'S - WALTER NOETHISER riHrMTH

ISfifk.GOTM B B 7
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a  K  C  R  K  T .

H0.1476-P.M.

My dear Kli0ry
You Bentlonad .to the other day that oertaln newapapers In Mahareahtra %rere glorlf^ng Qodae. My attention haa been dravn to thla by othera alae* A euttlng Yreai the **Loke Sbahtl* 

ot Poona dated 22nd Royeaiber. haa alao be«i aentto no In thla eonnoetlon, the *teke Sbaktl* In an edltorlaX article eondaana that aeotlon of the Mahareahtra Preaa %fhleh la pralalng Ck>dae and hla deed.
It la for you to conalder vhat legal action la poaalble. UndoobtedJ^, aneh action ahould be takenagalnat theae papera If uiere la any ground for It In lav* It la aeandalona that any powapaper or individual aboiild pralae nurder. axid more oapoclally the aaa4aalna> tlon of Mahatoajl*

Toura aineerely*

Sd/- Jawaharlal Nehru.

The Hon*bloShrl B.0« Kher* Prwier of Bonbay^ Oaapf Bev Delhi*

Copy to: '̂'(l) (2) The Hon'ble Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel. The Hon’ble Dr B.V, Keakar*NATIO
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S ̂  ih-cf-

6th November 1949

Manllal Gandhi supplies an 
Important omission by cable from Durban.

”Vu V, "5 »»' t,
> , L A ' i I a V

The honourable
Sardar Vallabhbbal Patel, 

Deputy Prime Minister.NATIO
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(Copy)

6 NOV 1949 
1725

GOVERNOR GENERAL NEW DELHI

REFERENCE MY CABLE APPEALING FOR GODSEfe 
DISCHARGE DESIRE INCLUDE NARAYAN APTE WHOSE 
NAME WAS INADVERTENTLY LEFT OUT = M.ANILAL GANDHI.
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Pllanl*
7th Vovr. 194

; /

n u m k  you for your lottor 
of Che let ffoveabar 1949.

X bare read (be enoXoswes 
and an returning tbe*~ herewith .

Tours sincerely.

Bis BxeeXleney 8brl C*Rajagopalaohar1, OovernorHlenaral oC India, Govemnent Bouse,Hew Delhi.
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N E W  BE

I y\. ^  ^

It,

7 _/V9' l i J T

C^/hZ 7  ‘

' "  7 - - ’  “ 7

f /L'L—7*5—7 ̂
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r'.-1 -<v-i

24th Ortober 1949
V r  ^

I,suggest the enclosed may be 

added to the draft already- sent.

The Honourable 
Sardar Vallabhbhal Pately

Minister 1/c Home Affairs, 
New Delhi*NATIO
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^  To be added to the draft already sent_«7

It Is suggested in some quarters that as 
Gandhijl favoured the abolition of capital punishment 
we ought to extend clemency to those who murdered 
him. We have not abolished the death penalty and 
those on whom the responsibility of government is 
placed cannot make a distinction and treat more 
favourably those who have chosen to kill the best 
among us while ordering the execution of the death 
penalty ^n so many other cases.
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24th October 1949

I am sending you the enclosed 
draft in pursuance of our talk this

The Honourable
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,

Minister i/c Horae Affairs, 
New Delhi.
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\ o

DRAFT

The question of clemency In this
case (Oodse) and in that of Apte was considered
by me and the Governor-General after the judgment
of the High Court had been delivered and before
the petitions for leave to appeal to the Privy
Council were filed. Now that the Privy Council
have disposed of the cases finally and petitions
for clemency having been received purporting
to be signed by the near rej,atlves of the two

0..-mK
condemned prisoner^, it is necessary once again 
to consider if we may extend any clemency in 
these cases. On the merits all the courts have 
gone into the evidence very fully and cprefully 
and there is nothing more to be said on the 
subject. The murder is certainly the most dis
graceful and treasonable crime that has been 
committed in recent times. The whole world was 
shocked by it. The two prisoners have not 
during the trial or subsequently expressed the 
least sign of regret or repentance although by 
age and education they were quite fitted to
realise the enormity of their crime./ There can 

that ^
therefore be no question bul^he law must take 
its course in both these cases.

NATIO
NAL A

RCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



y<f ra- 

f

l o

<^o  I  ̂ 1
£  I  ( a ^ c L k . ' ^ ' - ^

^  /R_o»-<=</V -ê<-o a9-«-̂ Aa' 1
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GOOSE’S PARENTS TO 
FILE APPM;''
FOR
(From Ottr O w m  Omvapotutent)
NEW  D E U II. Qct, 15.—The par«ts  

of Nathu Ram . Vlnwak Godse are 
ahortly arrivinc heie  Hie an apfeal 
for mercy before tbe Gavemor-General 
o f India for their eon. Oodae. It U fur
ther learnt, hae ilttiouMd Mr. Gai^at 
Rai not to Hie any mercy petition on 
his behalf.

His parents have, however, dfcre- 
garded the wishes of their son and 
have decided to approach the head of 
the State for saving the life of Aieir

It Is also learnt that Mahatma 
(•andhi's eldest son, Mr. Ram Dass i 
Gandhi, and his chief disciple. Acharya | 
Vinoba Bhave, have also requested the 
Governor-General to commute the | 
death sentence by granting mercy to 
the misguided, Visithi—I
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new D e lh i .
27t^. Septenbor 194D.

Tlianic you f o r  you r l o t t o r  o f  
th e  24th Sopterabor 1940.

The P res ld e :a t o f  th-^ la s * " . P ro 
v in c i a l  C d vrress  Concalttoe a ls o  
happesia tT  be a noabor r f  f  ;o Worlslxia 
C o o z ilt tc e . That c o a p le tc s  o u r *d ls -  
c o n f l tu r a * .  Sonct-laes, I  b o g ln  to  
wonder wliy so  aany o f  u s d is p la y  
s lc n s  o f  a  o o^ p ie ro  la c 'r  o f  sense o f  
psToportlcn . \AM»n p ersons so l i lg h ly  
p la ced  can in d u l^  in  such nonrsnso, 
v e  can v e i l  in a g ln e  why our th in gs  
a r e  In  a n ess .

Yours s ln e e r o ly ,

I l l s  Tbcoellonoy S r i C .P aJ agp a la^ u ir ly  
Oovej’".oi*-Gonoral o f  Tn<l?.c, 
Qoremr.iont U i is e . 
now D e lh i.NATIO
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■aiaT*»» I 9 a 1 » - ! r n “ '1 * p t , t “ r  r r o i ’i th p  
Asr=a'" P r o v 1  r tf '1 C o n p r o « ^  '"o'^-’'1 . t t e e  w '^l'^h 00 
y o o r  K l n j s t r y /

ro -sident, 
r; p rriF

J a r n n a l n l j i ’ s  s o n - lo - 1 s iw  
A g a r w a l  h o -j h 1s w i r e ,  V p . ia ls ^  « : v  ■ 1 
t-*>e1 r  r p t .< r n  f r o m  7 Vi-^d i . o f ^ e r
f'r'-y-’ h t ’’  ̂ f r o m  A’^ p r io : '  w>ie’' e l n  h e  hod  w r ' t t e r  In  tK e  
sam e s tr '- .- lr i a«5 tV i«  p r e s t d e - t  o T  th p  ' s s v n  P ro v :*  n ^ i  ><7 
C on P T es .9  C o n m i t t e e  en d  tH :> t u n lv p n s i . l  o n ln t o n  am ong 
t h o s e  wVioTn h e  ^ e t  jn  A m e r lo e  w as  In  T- V'> 
r e s n e o t l n ; ’: P a p u 's  t .e - 'O h in p s  b y  o T e " 'e n n y
w h o m u rd e r e d  h iTr f o r  t ’n o s e  v ^ r y  d o c t r i n e ® .  _ . . .
t o  *^rirnan N a r a y a n  a rd  ' 'a d a l . s a  w lien  T s- w th em  h e r e  
y e s t e r d a y .  I  cm u?d s e e  t h a t  t h e  . p i r l  w as  n u l t e  
c o n v in c e d  t h a t  t h e i r  p r o n o s s d  w as  w r o n g . T l’ e  h n s l'- 'n d
p A s o  a g r e e d  b u t  neT*> r.p<5 w 1 t ) jo u t  c o n v i c t '  •■ni

■"an Kar 
t e r d a v

o f
"Is 7>urdc

The Won'ble
Sardar ValTnbhbhai Patel 

1, *ur«tne7.eb Road, 
New T>elh1.NATIO
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■ 9XeA€4w-a/i. ^ xt/u naA .

• Frê deot A. P. C, C. ̂ *

i,u., -> SS-- g y<»
“ £ 3  . 9 - y  V  ^rjORiiAT,

*" ASSAM.

20th S«lpt'. 0
Sraddbeya Sri RaJasopalacharl^i»

C.I seek thla opportunity of besging 
you to execlse your Prerogative of Mercy and te aave the 
murderers of Bapujl from the gallows » because I feel It,..̂  
from the bottom of my hearty as also perhaps Billions of 

>. persons not only in India but all over the world> that if 
Bapuji'Would have'survived the attack he would uhdoubtsdly 
requestLH,he authorities to excuse and release the "»»****»*
assailants. Let us please recall the conduct of Ba^Ji 
after the Arabs assattA#sd him murderously when he arranged 
to take out the certificate of registration on the lOth of 
February, 1908, in South Africa..7

" The words had scarcely left his 
lips when he was struck on the bead from behind, and fell' 
to the ground fainting, uttering the name of Oo^» The
a*ttackers repeatedly struck and kicked him, ..... and
.when he recovex'sd consciousness he found Doks, his Baptist 
minister friend, anxiously bending over him. In great pain 
he accepted Doke's invitation to be looked after by him
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$D«Ae4aiti* :fxa »ca A . JORHAT,
Pfoidept A. P. a  C. ASSAM.

M«mber, Coogr̂  Working Committro. *

and his wife at thair hofoe. Baroz*e removal there;» he asked
for the release of his attackers o" .........  "Gendhl could
not rest until he -had telegraphed to the Attorney-General 
requestlr^. not to proceed against those who had, in their

• Ignorance assaulted him. He made it clear that should they be
* charged , he would bear witness against them.

Those who have coomitted the act did not know what they were
doing. They thought that I was doing what was wrong. They
have had their redress in the only manner they know.' . {

(pp 65,66 Mahatma Gandhi by Polak , |
srallsford and Pethick-Lawrenee.)

I deed hardly add any argument in support of my 
request. 1 have a feeling that what I am writing is already 
in your mind , as one so long and closely associated with 
BC^Jl could not have missed this aspect of the most tragic 
incident. I profoundly feel that we as a nation will prove 
unworthy followers of Mahatma Gandhi if we take the life of 
Godse and.Apte in retaliation under the fetish of a
section of the Penal Code , because such action would be 
conti'ary to the life-long preachings and practice of the 
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ZleSeAtta* iPxU unah.
Praideni A. P. O. C.

Merabi. Ccsfrea* Workxoc Cceoroittec.

oT tha Fat.har ot tha Hatlon.
• I am not unawara Of tha panning appaal, but 

ona doaa not d/ axpact tha vardlct to ba altarad ^  tha 
higher Tribunal.

With beat wla^^aa and regard#*

I am* Slncaraly Yours*
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Ŝ A-xA £2_X**̂-w4“ Liî
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N0.27/49-PA 

Government of India, 
DEPARtn^ENT OF PARLIAIVIENTARY AFFAIRS, 

•̂ o • o-

Council House,
New Delhi,16tb July, 1949.

Dear Friend,

During the last session of the Con
stituent Assembly (Legislative) some Honourable 
Members gave notice of questions based on certain 
rt-marks regarding the Police made by the learned 
Special Judge' in his judgment in the Gandhi Murder 
qaso. As an appeal against this judgment was filed 
in the High, Court of the East Punjab and the whole 
matter had become sub judice. these questions were 
for th.1- time being not admitted by the Honourable the 
Speaker. — —  . ~

The High Court of the East Punjab'ha's now 
doliverod its judgement in the case and has held that 
the observation of the learned Special judge in regard 
to the action of the Police was not warranted by the 
facts on rtscord. As it will be some months before 
the next session of tho^ Legislature is again svimmoned 
and there will, therefore, be no opportunity in the 
intervening period to mako a statement on the floor of 
the House, I am to bring to your notice the relevant 
observations of the East Punjab Hlgh^Court, a copy of 
which is ©nC'losod with this letter.

Yours sincerely

3B0
r n r r n r

All the Members of the Constituent Assembly of 
- • India (Legislative). ^
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V
Copy or an Extract from the Judgment of Hon'^ble 

Mr.- Justice Bhandarl dated the 2dst June, 1949 in the 
Gandhi Murder Case.

"To-wards the conclusion of his judgment the 
learned Special Judge has made certain observations which 
appear to Indicate that if the'police had been more vigilant 
in the discharge of their duties the tragedy which overtook 
Mahatma Gandhi on the 30th January may well have been averted. 
Mr. Daphtary contends that these observations are not 
warranted by the evidence on the record.

It is fundamental legal principle that no one Is to be 
condemned unless he .has had an opportvinlty of being heard.
Not a single question was put to any of the police officors 
with the object of ascertaining v/hether it was possible for 
them to save tho life of Mahatma Gandhi and if so why the 
appropriate measures were »ot taken in this behalf. Had the 
question been put and had an unsatisfactory answe-r been 
returned the 1 .-arned Special Judge would have been fully 
justified in making the observations that he made. That 
quo-stlon v(9s not put. Tho result therefore is that we are 
Ravelling In the realm of conjecture, because there is no 
proper evidence on the file on the basis of which it is 

_E03Slbls to say with any di^gree of confidence whether the 
police were or wore not negligent in the discharge of-their 
du ties.

Even on merits it seems to me that the remarks-are 
not justified. It is common grotind that the very first 
occasion on wi-ilch tho authorities camo to know about this 
particular conspiracy was at about 4 o'clock on tho afternoon 
of the 20th January wTfeh'Dr. Jain met Mr. Kher m  d Mr.
Morarjl Dusai by appointment at the Civil Secretariat at 
Bombay. He told them that Madanlal who was responsible-for 
tho explosion -of tho 80th January was a refugee from the 
Punjab whom Dr*. Jain had endeavoured to help; t h .A  before 
leaving for Delhi Madanlal had"TM?acuss Iona with him; that
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Madanlol had told him that ho. (Mad'^nlal) and his friends had\̂  
decided to tf’ke tho llfo' of a great leader whose nane the 
later stated to be- Meliatma Gandhi; that Dr. Jain had tried to 
to dissuade Madani.nl from his wild talk Tid wild plan;, that 
’Madanlal had Introduced to Dr.Jain a perso'n by the n.ame of 
Karkare v/ith whom Madanlal was working in Ahmednagar m  d who ŵ s' 
on friendly terms with him; that Madanlal had spoken d>out- /- 
this exploits at Ahmednagar; that Madanlal had told him that 
K.nrkfi.ro had taken Madanlal to Savarkar; that Savorkar 

, he.d a long talk with him for about two hours and that
Savarkar hni praised him for what ho had done, -had patted 
him on his b.'aok -■̂ nd had asked him to carry on; that Madanlal 
ha*, said that there v/as a dump of arms, r̂ jn-nuni tion and e x 
plosive at Ahmcdnng^JT* and that Mad'’nlnl and his companions 

' wore to proceed to Dolhi to carry out tho objects of the 
conspiracy. Mr. Desal nske^ Dr, Jain as to winy he did not 
toll him all about it immediately after he had come to know 
of it. Jain replied that refugees were in tho habit of t-'lking 
wildly and ho believed t h h o  had dissuaded Madanlal from 
doing what ho had intended to do.

On receipt of this information Mr. Dosai acted th 
commendablo promptitude. He sent immediately for Mr.Nagor- 
vala. Officer in charge of tho Intelligence Brmch.
Mr. Negaf^ala was unable to come .at onco as he was busy
at tho_t-imo, m d  Mr. Desal accordingly asked him to soo
Mr. Dosai at the railway station as ho leaving Bombay for
Ahmodabad.the snmo night. Mr. Nogarvala came to tho railway 
station at about 8-\5 p.m. pnd *“r. ITos-al told him what Di*.
Jain had said aa.d aakod him to take action in tho matter.
Ho askod Mr. Nogarvala to arrest Karkare, to keep acloso 

. watch on Savarkar * a houso «n d his movomonts and to find out 
tho namos of tho per'sona who wore involved'in tho plot.

NATIO
NAL A

RCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



-3-'
Mr. Dosni ronchad Ahmedp.bad on tho morning of the 22nd 
January and repeatod to 3ardar VQllabhbhp.l Patel tho story 
that had' been narrated to him by Dr. Jain,

Mr. Naganvela complied withtho Instructions 
without loss of time. Ho organised an unobtrusive watch 
oyer the house'of Savarkar from 5-30 p.m, that~ovoning.
Ho made arrangements for locating and arresting Karitare.
He made enquiries from the Ahmednagar poltce-wl th the object 
of ascertaining vdiethor Karkare whose detention had been 
ordered .under the Public Security Measures Act 10 or IS 
days before had been arrested. He contacted various 
informants of his to locate and EtJprehend Korkare 
and his associates. He also issued similar instructions 
to the various officials under him as he was giving topmost 
priority to this particular enquiry.

In the moantime enquiries were being made from 
Madanlal by the police et Delhi. Ho was interrogated by 
the police immediately after his arrest on tho 20th, but 
the enquiries do not appear to have revealed any useful 
information except in 'regard to Korkare. On being ques
tioned under section 342 of the Codo of Criminal Procedure 
Badge stated as follows;

"Tho police asked mo' names of the co-workers of 
Badge who wore putting up in tho Marina Hotel.
I told them that I did not know their names. I 
told them that Badge had told mo that tho co- 
workors were staying in acorner room on the firs.t 
floor of the Marina Hotel".

The police rushod_to the Marina Hotel with the 
object of apprehending tho conspirators. When they reached 
there they found that tho birds had flown. Enquiries 
wore made asto tho persons who were occupyii'S the c o m e r  
room on tho f ITs.-'j. floor but tho only information that tho
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raMiagemont of the hotol could supply to the police whs 
that two persons who hpd stayed under the nanes of Nil 
Deshpande m d  3. Deshpende had settled their bills and 
had left the hotel immediately after the explosion in such 
haste they did not even care to take their clothes with 
them. The police then visited the room in the Hindu 
Mehas^bha Bhawan which was said to'.have been occupied ^

by Badge, Shankar, Madanlal and Gopal. This room was 
empty end deserted for~Badge and Shankar had quitted the 
piece almost immediabeiy after the explosl-on. *^d what 
about Karkare and Gopal. Enquiry was made at the Sharif’
Hotel but no information could be obtained as to the 
whereabouts of Mr. B.M. Bias who had stayed there from 
the 17th to the 19th January and who had left the Hotel 
Q day before the explosion. So far as can bo judged e.von ^  
Madanlal did not know where his -confod'eratea had gone.
‘Gopal was in Delhi but he too made himself sc'-rce after 
the explosion. Ho did not dare go back to the Hindu 
Mahasabha, Office where he was staying the previous night, 
for he did not know th^t Madanlnl would not denounce him to 
the ai thorltics'. Both Karkaro and Gopal are said to have 'y 
spent the night of the 20th in the Frontier Hindu Hotel 
under the assumed names of G.M. Joshl and Rc/jugopalam. On 
the 21st January the .posltJ.on was that although tho police 
wore aware of tho existence of a consprif-cy to assassinate 
Mahatma Gondhl, the only conspl-rators who were known to 
them were Badge, Karkaro m d  Madanlol. A deputy Superin
tendent and an Inspector-of. Police left Delhi by air and 
reached Bombay on the 22nd. They desired tho arrest of 
Karkaro and his consprl ators in connection \wi th t ho bomb ex
plosion. They stayed in Bombay till tho 23rd and oftor their 
•departiuro Mr. Nagarvala continued the search for Knrkare 
and his associates, if any. Karkare was not known to tho 
Bomboy City Police. On certain information r ocel’vod by him.
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h3 Issued instructions for the srrcst of Badge on or 
about tho 24th January.' 'Mr. Rana, D.I.O. C.I.D. whose 
headquarters are.in Poona came to Bombay on the 27th 
Januai»v and reported developments to' him. On the same day 
Mr. ffagarvala ho,d a telephonic conversation with the 
Director of Intelligence Bureau, Delhi, to whom also the 
developments had been reported. Unfortunately Badge could 
not be traced till the 31st, a day after the tragedy had 
been enacted at Blrla House. Tho fatal shots were not 
fired either by Badge or by Karkare or by Madanlal and 
even if they had been arrested Immjt.iately after tho 
explosion the tragedy could not bo averted, "fhe•evidence 
on record does not show that the names of the other cons
pirators were known. If thelT names wefo not known the 
police could not very well put them under arrest. -

Tho movements of Karkare, Badge and Shankar during 
the crucial period com-nencing with the 20th and ending with 
the 30th January are not known. Karkare is said to have 
gone to tho Prori^tior Hindu Hotel on the 20th January, to 
have spent the night of the 20th January in that Hotel 
and to.have left that hotel on the 21st. He was seen at 
tho house of Mr. G.M.Joshl at Thaiia on tho 25th and at 
tho railway station at the 29th. He was not known
to tho Bombay Police. He did not visit his regular hauhts 
or if he did, his haunts wore not known to the Bombay Police. 
Bodge and Shankar could certainly have been arrested if 
they had gone back to Poona for they wore well known to 
tho Police. Orders for tho arrest of Badge wore Issued 
on or about tho 24th and Mr. Rana came to see T.ir. Nagarvala 
at Bombay on the 27th In connection with the arrest. It Is 
impossible to believe that if he had been anywhere near hts 
house he would not have been arrested. He.was\arrested on 
tho 31st when ho was returning from a certalh temple where
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he was .prasumt^lj corteoallng himself, Shankar was arrested 
near ihnleshwar on the 6th February, Ho too was arrested at 
a piece whore ho was not expected to bo.

The only person who' could h''vo boon- arrcated if tho
police want.cd’ to arrest; him v/as Gopal younger brother of *
Nathuram. This prisoner was nt the Frontier Hindu Hotel on tho
20th January, in the Elphlnstone roincxe Hotel for a short
time on'or about the 24th and in Thans on the 25th January,
Neither the Elphlnstone Hotel Bombay nor the house of Mr,
G.M.Joshi at Thanaare places which he was known to visit
but In any case the police could not know that ho was
concerned in Crime. On the - foil owing day, i.e, on the
26th January he went nne^ rejoined his appointment. He could
obviously have been arrested on that day if the police had
been aware that he was a member of this conspiracy but the
police v/ire not awrT'e of this fact and ho continued to be w
at large for a few days more. As soon as it v/as-known that
Mahatma Gandhi was the victim of n murderous assault furious
mobs attacked the houses of persons who were said to be
concerned In the crime. The house of Mr. oavarkar was
attacked f-nd was strewn v/lth broken glasses and other missiles,
Tho life of Gopal who,was known to be a brother of tho ,

>
assassin was in imminent danger and police protection had to bo 
given to prevent him from beirti lynched. 'He was rushed off bo 
hla native village where prejudice against him was probably 
not as strong as in the neighbourhood of Poona, He was 
arrested near Uksan on the 5tH February, his name having 
probably boon supplied by Badge who was arrested on tho 
51 at January or by Madanlal who was brought fronT~Delhi to 
Bomba » on or about tho 4th February,

And what about the movements of Nathuram and 
Apte? Nathuram and /Ipto loft Delhi for Kanpur by train on the 
night of thov20th and stayed in a retiring room rrt the railway 
station at Kanpur on 21st. They did not supply their
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names to the Booking dork. They left Kanpur on .the 22nd m  d 
reached Bombay on the 23fd. They went to the A i 'y e . Pathlk 
Ashram at about 9 p.m. and Apte,asked Tor a room with twa 
beds in the name of D* Narayan, No room with twx> beds was 
■available but they were allotted two beds in a room contain
ing eight beds. They left their luggage in that room and re
turned to the Ashram at 1 o'clock in tho night. The accommo
dation provided for them was not suitable and Nathurom and*
Apte shifted to the Elphlstone Annexe' Hotel on the 24th. They 
stayed there under the assumed names of N. Vinayakrao and a
friend. At about 6.30 a.m. on the 27th January, they left for
Delhi by air under the assumed names of D. Narayanrao and N.
Vinayakrao. They left.Delhi the same afternoon, reached Gwa
lior at night, spent the 28th January in Gwalt^r and returned 
to Delhi on the morning of the 29bh. Nathuram and Apte stayed 
in a retiring room of the railway station at Delhi on the 
29th and for a part of the 30th which had been booked by 
Nathuram in tho name of N. Vinayakrao. On the 30th January 
Nathurom went to the prayer meeting armed with a pistol and 
fired at Mahatma Gandhi. It was impossible for ar^ police 
officer, however capable and efficient ho might have boon, 
to have prevented Nathuram from committing the crime on which 
ho had sot his heart.' Ho was going about from place to place 
under assumed names, not staying in any one place for more 
than a day or two—and it was impossible for any police officer 
to catch hold of him particularly if ho was not known or 
suspected to be a co-ponspirotor, Apte was going about with 
Nathuram all the time. He too travelled about under assumed 
names. Even if tho police were aware on tho night of the 20th 
that Nathuram and Apte were concerned in the conspiracy it 
is extremely doubtful if they could have stopped them from 
achieving their end.
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The police did all that was reasonably possible 
to do. Immediately aftej? the explosion the police appeared 
•^d have ^ent e ntmber ,of persons to various railway stations 
In order to prevent the suspects from escaping by train.
Badge sta.tss that as soon as the tonga carrying him and his 
servant Shankar reached the railway station Now Delhi 
and as Soon as he had purchased 2 third class tickets ^

from Delhi to Poona ho found agreat commotion on 
the platform. Tho police were moving about. Sensing danger 
to himself he came out of the platform, got Into a tonga 
and set off for the railway station at Delhi. Ho slipped 
through tholr fingers because the police do not appear 
to have knov/n till that hour tsh at ho was concerned In 
the crime. Nor did they know anything about Nathuram or 
Apte. If the_ statement of Madanlal is correct that he did 
not know the names of the conspirators m d  did not supply 
them to the police it Is idle to contend that the police 
could h^ve prevented the tragedy notwlthst^ding the 
reticence of Madanlal. Nathuram had made up his mind and 
was prepared to risk his life In order to take that of 
Mahatma Gandhi. He took the risk of entering tho premises 
of the Birla House armed with a pistol and he actually 
fired the f atal shots v/herr-he was surrounded by a large 
multitude of people. He did not core to run away. He had 
come to the Birla House with a particular object and he 
was determined to achieve it. Ho was.prepared to t akc all r l.'.k 
and to ab'ido by tho Inevitable consoquonc os. Was It possible 
for the police tp stop a person whom they did not know 
o^ a person w ^  was going about from place to place 
ufider false naftnos or a person who was determined to 
commit, this particulfl^ crime regardless o t  coasoquences to 

• himselff Tho pollco^wore aware that something was{foot 
but they did not know w h o n ^ r  whore or by whom the blow 
was to be struck. Thoywfcre groping in the dark and could

< y
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not find tholr ŵ '.y. We know what has happened aid may bo 
.able to say that this proceious life could be saved this 
way or that" way, but It is -always easy to be wise after 
the event.

The evidence, on record satisfies mo (a) that no 
opportunity was afforded to the police to explain the 
circumstances which prevented therfr from t^prehendlng 
Nathur'=m before the 30th January <n d thereby saving the 
life of Mahatma Gendhl; (b) that Madanlal faile'd to supply 
the names of the c onsplrators to the police; (c) that even 
if those names were supplied it was extremely difficult, 
if not Impos^ib^,. for the police to arrest Nathuram who 
was going about from place to place under assumed names 
and who was determined to assassinate Mnhatma Gandhi even 
at the risk- of losing his own life.
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Copy of an extract from  the judgment 
of Honr’blo Mr. Justice Achhru Ram dated 
the 21st June 1949 in the Gandhi Murder 
c as e ,

Before concluding I w a n t  to advert 
to some rem a r k s  ma<^ by the learned Special 
Judge as to the slackness shovm in the 
i nvestigation during the pe r i o d  between 
the' 20th and the 30th January 1948 but 
for which, in the view of the learned judge, the 
tragedy could have b e e n  prevented. I must  
say that I have not b e e n  able to discover 
any j ustification at all fo r  these remarks 
which in my judgment w o r e  v/holly uncalled  
for .

S60
21.7,45.
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1  A u r a n c a s e b  B o t t d ,  , N«f«r Delhi, 2 0 . 7 ^ »

»y d Slmlcdhar,
Thank yoa Tor yoor letter regarding extraata of nMota In Qodae Tklal to be elrcmoatad to Mewbara of the Conatltnent AaaeabXy* I hare conaolted R«K* He vonld H k e  the f u n  extract fyon Bhandaarl*a Judgment end the reXerant extract of JUatlee Aahhru Ban* a Judgment to be elreulated to Membera*

Tours 8lneerea.y,

(V .S IiA H K A R )

Sri* 8*L*~ Slwkflhar, Department of
Ccmaell Hooae, HEV d Il h i

T.
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^ N0.27/49-PA,DEPARTMENT OP PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS, H®w Delhi, the 16th July, 1949.

Dear Ur. Shankar,
As directed by the Hon*ble Minister oT 

State for Parliamentary Affairs, I enclose here
with a copy of the extract from the Judgment of 
the East Punjab High Court regarding the action 
of the Police In the Gandhi Murder ease, which 
1s proposed to be circulated to the Hon'ble 
Members of the Assembly together with a copy 
of a letter from H.M. to them. I shell be 
grateful If you will kindly let me know if 
this Is In order so that It may be Issued.

Yours sincerely.

(S.L.Shakdher)

V.Shankar Esqr.,
Private Secretary to the Hon*ble Dy.Prime Minister, Ministry of Home Affairs,
Ooverment of India,
NEW DEIHI.NATIO
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Oovemmant of ^dla, DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS, -o t o-
\

Coimcil House,New'Delhi, the 16th July, 1949.

Do ar Prlend,

During the last session of the Constituent 
Assembly (Legislative) some Honourable Members gave 
notice of questions based on certain remarks regarding 
the Police made by the learned Special Judge In his 
Judgment In the Gandhi Murder case. As an appeal 
against this Judgment was filed In the H l ^  Court 
of the East Punjab and the vAiole matter had become 
sub Judlce. these questions were for the time being 
not admitted by the Honoura\jle the Speaker.

The High Court of the East Punjab has 
now delivered Its Judgment In the case and has held that 
the observation of the learned Special Judge In regard 
to the action of the Police was not warranted by the 
facta on record. As It will be some months before the 
next session of the Legislature Is again summoned and 
there will, therefore, be no opportunity in the Intervening 
period to make a statement on the floor of the House, I

\
am to bring to your notice the relevant observations 
of the East Punjab High Court, a copy of which Is 
enclosed with this letter.

Yours sincerely.

All the Members of theConstltuent Aaaenbly of 
Indla (Legislative).
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Copy of an extract from the Judgment of Hon'ble ^
Nr. Juatlee Bhandarl dated the 2tst June» 1949 In the 
Candhl Mux^er Case.

It Is fundamental legal principle that no one Is to be 
condemned unless he has had an opportunity of being heard. 
Not a single question was put to any of the' police officers 
with the object of ascertaining whether it was possible for 
them to save the life of Mahatma Gandhi and if so why the 
appropriate measures were not taken in this behalf. Had 
that question been put and had an unsatisfactory answer 
been returned the learned Special Judge would have been 
fully Justified In making the observations that he made. 
That question was not put. i'he result therefore Is that we 
are travelling in the realm of conjecture, because there Is 
no proper evidence on the file on the basis of which It Is 
possible to say witk any degree of confidence whether the 
police were or were not negligent In the discharge of their 
duties.

On receipt of the information from Dr. Jain that 
Madan Lai who told him that he (Madan Lai) and his friends 
had decided to take the life of Mahatama Gandhi, Mr. 
Morarjl Desal acted with commendable promptitude. He sent 
immediately for Mr. Hagarwate, Officer In charge of the
Intelltlgence Branch. Nr. Nagarvala was unable to come

Jat once as be was busy at the time, and Mr* Oesai 
accordingly asked him to see Desal at the railway
station as he was leaving Bombay for Ahmedabad the same
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night. Nr.Nagar-vala came to the railway station at about 
d-15 p.m. andMr. Desai told him what Dr. Jain had said emd asked 
him to take action in the matter. He asked Mr. Ma^rwala to 7 

arrest Karkare, to keep a close watch on 3avarkar*s house andhis
movements and to find out the names of the persons who were--
involved in the plot.

Mr. Desai reached A))medabad on the morning of the 22nd 
January and repeated to Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel the story 
that had been narrated to him by Dr. Jain.

Mr.- Nagarvala cc»nplied with the instruction without 
loss of time. He organised an unobtrusive watch over the house 
o-'f Savarkar from 5-30 p.m, that evening, ile made arrangements 
for locating and arresting Karkare. He made enquiries from the 
Ahmednagar police with the object of ascertaining whether 
Karkare whose detention had been ordered under the Public Securi 
Measures Act 10 or 15 days before had been arrested. He i
contacted various informants of his to locate and apprehends 
Karkare and his associates. He also issued similar instructions 
to the various officlalse under him as he-was giving toinost 
priority to this particular enquiiry. 1

X z z z z
z z z z z

On 21st January the position was that although the 
police were aware of the existence of a conspiracy to 
assTnate Mahatma Gandhi, the only conspirators irtio were known 
to them were Badge, Karkare and Madanlal. -A deputy Superiaten«» 
dent and an Inspector of Police left Delhi by air and reaehod 
Bombay on the 22nd. They desired the arrest of Karkare and his 
cemeptmatAens conspirators in connection with the bomb explo
sion. They stayed in Bombay till the 23rd and after thoir da— _ 
parture Mr. Hagarvala continued the searcH for Karkare anox 
his associates, if any. Karkare was not known to the Boml^y^

' City Police. On certain information received by him, he ' 
issued instruction for the arcest of Badge om or mbomt the J
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January* Mr* Rana^ D*Z*Q. C.X*^* whose headquarters are^in 
^oona came to B^bay on the 27bh January and reported developments 
to him* On the same day Mr* Nasarvala had a telephonic 
conversation with the Director of Intelligence Bureau, Delhi, to 
whom also the developments had been reported. Unfortunately 
Badge could not be traced til the 31st, a day after the tragedy 
had been en^icted at Blrla House. The fatal sh^^s were not 
fired either by Badge or by Karkare or by Madanlal and even if they 
had been arrested immediately after the the tragedy
could not be averted. The evidence on record does not show that th 
the names of the other conspirators were known. If their names 
were not known the police could not very well put them under 
arrest.

C X X X
X X X X

Orders for the arrest of Badge were Issued on or about 
the 2 4th and Mr. Rana came to see Mr. Nagrvala at Bombay on the 
2 7 th in connection with the arrest. It is Impossible to believe 
that If he bad been anywhere_ near his house he would not have been 
arrested. He was arrested on the 31st when he was returning from 
a certain temple where he was presumably concealing himself.
Shankar was arrested near Bhuleshwar- on the. 6th February, He took 
was arrested at a place whei'e he was not expected to be*
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And what about the ■oTenents of Nathuram and Apte?
Natburam and Apte left Delhi for Kanpur by train on thenlght of
the 2 0th and stayed In a retiring room at the railway station
at Kanpur on the 21st. They did not supply their names tg^be
Booking Clerk. They left Kanpur on the 22nd.and reached B<»ibay
on the 23rd. They went to the Arya Pathlk Ashram at about 9 p.m.
and Apte asked for a room with two beds In the name of ^.Narayan.
No room with two beds was available but they were allotted two
beds In a room containing eight beds .''^hey left their luggage
In that room and returned to the Ashram at 1 o*elock In the night.
The' accommodation provided for than was not suitable and Nathuram
and Apte shifted to the Elphlnstone Annexe Hotel on the 24th.
^  ___They stayed under the assumed names of N. Vinayakrao and a
fAiend. At about 6-30 a.m. on the 27th January, they left/Delhi
by iilr under the assiuned names of D. Narayanrao and N. Vinayakrao.
They left Delhi the same afternoon, reached Gwalior at nighty-
spent the 2dth January In Gwalior and retximed to Delhi on the
morning of the 29th. Nathuram and Apte stayed in a retiring room
of the railway station at Delhi,on the 29th and for a part of the
30th which had been booked by Nathuram In the same of N.Vinayakrao.
On the 30th January, Nathuram went to the prayer meeting armed wfith
a pistol and fired at Mahatma Gandhi. It was imp%kslble for any
police officer, however capable and efficient he might have been,
to have prevented Nathxiram from committing the crime on which

he had set his heart. He was going about from place to place
under assiimed names, not stayAng In any one place for more than
a day or two and It was Impossible for any police officer to
catch hold of him particularly If he was not known or supeeted
to be a co-conspiratort Kpte was going about iflth Nathuram all
the times. He too travelled about under aseweed names. Even if
the police were aware on the night of the 20th that Nathuram and
Apts—irare concerned In the conspiiaey It m is extremely doubtful '
If they could have stopped them from adhievlag their end.

j
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Mathuram had made up his mind smd was prepared to risk his 
life in order to take that of Mahatma Gandhi. He Xook'tlle risk of 
entering the premises of the Birla House sirmed with a pistol and 
he actually fired the fatal sh9X*^8 when he was surroiinded by a 
large multitude of people. He did not aare to run away. He had 

~'eome to the Birla House with a particular object and he was 
determined to achieve.it. He was prepared to take all risks and 
to abide by the inevitable consequences. 'A'as it possible for the 
police to stop a person whom they did not know, or a person who was 
-go.ing about from ^lace to place under , false names or a person who 
was determined to commit this particular crime regardless of
consequences to himself? The police were aware that something 
was aftfot, but they did not know when or where or by l»hom the blow 
was to be struck. They were groping in the dark and could not 
find their way. We know what has happened and may be able to say 
that this precious life could be saved this way or that way, but 
it is always easy to be wise after the event.

The evidence on record satisfies me (a) that no opportunit 
was afforded to the police to explain the circumstances which 
prevented them from apprehending Hathuram before the 30th January 
and thereby saving the life of Mahatm^Oandhl; ib) that Madanlal 
failed to supply the names of the conspirators to the police, |c) 
that even if those names were supplied it was extremely difficult 
if not Impossible, for the police to arrest Mathuram who was 
going about from place to place under, assumed names and who was 
determined to assassinate Mahatma Gandhi even at tt\b fisk of 
losing hi8own life*NATIO
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Copy or m  extract from tlia Judgment 'of Hon*bla 
Mr* justice AcUhiru Ran dated tbe Slat June 1949 In the 
Oandbl Murder Case.

**Before concluding I want to advert to scbm 
remarks made by the learned Special Judge as to the slacks 
ness shown in the Investigation during the period between 
the 20th and the 30th January 1948 but for rtilch, in the 
view of the learned Judge, the tragedy could have been 
prevented. I must say that I have not been able to dla* 
cover any Justification at all for these remarks which In 
my Judgment were wholly uncalled for**.
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3rd July 1949

Enclosed copy of letter from Rarr.das to 
the prime Minister may be seen by you, as It Is 
a satisfactory termination of the matter.

The Honourable  ̂ ,Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel,Deputy Prime Minister,
"Doon court", DKHR4 u •
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(Copy)
Khalasi Lines, ,
Nagpur, 26/29- 6- 49

Ky dear Jawaharlaljl,
I thank you for your letter of the 13th 

instant. Shrl Klshorllalbhal who. returned today 
to Wardha from Delhi gave me the gist of his talk 

. with Vallabh Bhai about the proposed visit to Godse. 
^nd also why the Judiciary should be allowed to deal 
with Godse as it thinks best.

As it. has never been my intention to do 
anything that all the three of you may not like,
I have decided to leave Godse*s case in the hands 
o^ Destiny. As it is Destiny that Impelled me to 
write both my letters to Godse.

Kindly forgive me for the embarrassment I 
must have Caused to all of you. With kindest regard!^ 

Yours ;
Sd/- Bamdas
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1st July 19-49

I

The latest dernand that the principle

n i l  that the -^Sr=??i,?L"rifcSS?a?riS«.
?iS;?e''2erS%hlfnJtrrai"and no ana -as J-hJllned to

based on ID-oonsldered notions of devotion and 
loyalty.

I have not rerlled to Mavalankaf except to 
say that I do not wish to correspond on the =”*’S*|* 
but will see hlir. If he should come to Delhi In the 
near future.

The Honourable ^vSardar Vallabhbhal Patel,Deputy Prime Minister^**Doon Court”, DKKRA. DUN.
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PERSQWAL.

No.B.1633/49.
Behramjl Geunadia Hill,

"Green Cottage", Ceirmichael Road, Bcanbay 26,
The 27th Jiine, 1949.

Dear Rajajl,
I trust you will excuse me the liberty I am taking in penning this letter. I am writing this to unburden myself 

and satisfy my conscience. It may be treated as a communication from a youngster to an elder.
- Though I know yotir views and the llmitatloQ.s, of yoxir position, I do not feel reconciled to the idea that, howsoever much we may abhor him, the murderer of Bapu should 

be killed on the gallows. Mine is not merely a sentimental reaction, though I admit that sentiment has a good deal to do with it,
I feel that capital punishment must be done away with. The State has been hanging so many people, and yel^ the incidence of crimes is not getting less. If we want to 

progress towards a non-violent society, as visualised by Gandhiji, we must not proceed with the idea of punishing, 
but we must gradually so arrange our affairs that the 
criminals would be treated more and more as objects of reform, as we may do with the mentally deranged. Capital 
ptinishment has been tried so long. Let us now try the other method.

The capital punishment does imply the old barbaric 
idea of "An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth". The execution of the idea is, no doubt, more himiane, but the 
essence continues to be the same. We shall not be able to progress to our ideal of non-v_9filent society unless we dis
card the idea of retaliatory punishment.

Coupled with this basis is the accident that ^apu 
had been the objective of the murder. Supposing Bapu ' ̂ s  only wounded cuid had outlived the attempt ? Would he not 
have Insisted that the assailant should not be met with any form of punishment in a spirit of retaliation. Why should 
the same consideration not anply merely because it happens that we have Bapi^ no longer with us, in our midst to Influence- our de<^sions  ̂ I feel, our approach to the3uestlon of punishment should not be a direct negation of andhian ideology, as would appear to be the casej if the murderer were to be put to death.

Ftirther, I believe, commutation of the sentence from death to transportation for ilfe is in su stance a greater 
punishment even if we are inclined to think that the murderer should be punished, according to our views. Death is really 
a lesser ptinishment, as the prisoner is saved the stay of 20 or 25 years in Jell. It appears bigger only because of 
our fear of death. I'know, when I urge this point, I may Kt bs sold ̂ o argue contradictory to what I have stated above.
My pleading is alternative.

Politically, I think, commut>,tlon will be a sign of strength of Government and not of weakness. What -can one nan in Jail dp to the Governmmtit? He will not have his 
liberties for any propaganda against Government, nor any 
effective means of organising any opposition to the Government.
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On the contrary, the chances are that the very commutation might lead him and others who think like hl9 ,to 
consider more dispassionately, the kind of Idealogy they have*It would be admitted that though the actual shot was fired by Godse, he cannot be taken to be a lone lunatic, but he 
represents an idea which many people hold. I k  it not possible that, the act of commutation will influence such section of the community, as thought and think on the same 
lines, as Godse, In respect of our dealings with our political opponents? If we. In power, consider hanging as a legitimate means, because of the Judicial machinery and the act of 
violence, are we not indirectly endorsing the Idea of use of-violence with respect to our political opponents

Even assuming that commutation will not influence 
such people: in my htimble opinion, we do not stand to lose anything. The responsibility_of setting an example In the- estab'Ishment of a non-violent society lies on us because we happen to be in power and claim to be the followers of- Gandhljl, and believe In a non-violent social order.

I have Jotted down the prominent points for your consideration, and I conclude this with an earnest request to consider them as sympathetically as you possibly ca-‘-
I am leaving this today for Ahmedabad. I expect 

to be in Delhi for a day or two for Sijrl Gandhi Samarak Nldhi, and then again from 1st to 3rd September for the Speakers’ 
Conference. I presume, the legislative session will come off in November, when I shall have to stay there for a longer time.

Kindly remember me to members of your family, Mrs. Mavalankar Is now feeling well, and Is free from her trouble.
With kind regards.

'̂ ours sincerely,
Sd/- G. V. Mavalankar.

His ExcellencyShri C. Rajagopelacharl,
Governor General of India, Government House,New Delhi.
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Canq?! Dun Couz^ 
Dehra Don.2nd July i»4d«

Hsr dear Satyanarayan BaDu,
I aa sending herewith /copies of extracts of Judgment deXivered in the 

Godse Trial on the sahjeet ef the allegod acts of ouissiata and eonraissiaa of the Police during Inrestlgation. H«H* would 
lUce these extracts to he circulated with reference to the discussions in the Party aeetlng on the original eOGsaants of the trying Court*

Yours sineerely.

(V.SHAIJKAR).

The Hon« Shri Satyanarayan Slnha* Minister of State for Parllttaentary Affairs,
Gorenanent of India*^
Counell House, WSM DEUTC*
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"The Retreat", Simla, June 2fo, 1949..

My d e ar
I an sending? herewith an extract from the 

Judgement of Hon'ble Justice Bhandarl. This 
relates to the observations made by the Special 
Judp-e v/ho tried the case and In which he stated 
that the' tragedy could have been prevented. I am 
also enclosing an extract from the Juagement or 
Justice Achru Ram. Justice Bhandarl has dealt 
with this aspect thoroughly and not only In a 
negative v.'ay as has apparently been done by Justice 
..ichru Rams This Is all to the good In view of 
the criticism that was levelled against tne 
Governnent of India and In particular against you 
by the Socialists maliciously and by some of our 
friends foolishly.

I arn returning to CeT^l on the 30th..
,/lth kindest regards.

Yours sincerely,^

(K .V.Oadgll ) .
Hon'ble Sardar Vallathbhal Patei 
Deputy Prime Minister, India,
New Delhi.
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L ^  ^  «xtnet tTxm th« Judewet of Hen'bXa 

Mr. BhMAarl dated tea 81a« Jw m  1»4» la

thm Oaadhl Nardar Oae#.^

Taaards tha etedloalen oT hta JiA^teat tha 1
laaraad dpaelal Jadsa haa aada aartala .oliaarratioas 

whloh appaar te iadleate that tt tha poUd* had baaa 

worm Tlgllaat la tha dlsaharca of tholr datiaa tha | 

tragadx ahloh ororteok Nahataa Oaadhl on tha 90th 

Jaaaarp mmy wall hava baaa arartad. Nr. Daphtaiy 

aoataada that thaaa obsarratloas ara aat varraatad 

bj tha arldaaaa <m tha raaord.

It la faaflaaaatal lagal prlaalpla that no ona 

la to ba ooadaaaad nalaaa ha haa had an opportonltj^ 

of balac hoard. Mot a alasla qmaatloa waa pat to 

aar of tha pollea offloara with tha objaat of 

aaoartelaias whathar it waa poaalbla for than to 

aawa tha U f a  of Nahataa Oaadhl aad If ao wlqr tha 

appropriate aaaanraa wara not takan la thla btfialf. 

■ad that qaaatloB baaa put aad had an naaatlafaatoxT 

anawar baan raturaad tha laaraad Opaalal Jad^o 

would hara baan fully juatlflad la uaktao tha 

obaarratloaa that ha aada. That quaatloa waa aot 

put. Tha raaolt tharafora la that wa ara troTalllac 

la tha raala of aoajaatara* baaaaaa thara la ao 

prapar aridaaaa oa tha f U a  oa tha baala of whlah
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*%• mmj ^ t h  mar A*sr«« of o M f  Idonoo 

^othor tlM '^olSoo woro ov ooro not nofllcoat 

In tho dlaohorso of thoir dntioo.

Boon on norlto It ooono to no tlwt tbo ronorko aro not 

Jmo'tlflod* It io ’oonnon g T i i i i  that tito Torjr flrat ooooolon 

on ohlgtt ̂tlio oMthorfttloo oono to know obont ^ l o  portieolor 

•onatlroagr ooa at abont 4 o*olook on tho aftomoon of tho 

WOth Jmmmmrr olMn ]>r. Ĵ ala not Mr. Khor and Mr. Morarjl 

Moaal bf a^i^lntaont at tho eirll Oaorotariat at Bonbajr.

Mm told than that Madanlal who waa raap<malbla for 

tho axploalms of tho Both Janoary waa a rofugoo 

fron tho Fvn|ab whan hr. Jala had ondoaTourod to 

holpi that boforo Xoawlns for Dolhl Hadaj^al had 

dlaaaaalena with hlni that Madanlal had told hln 

that ho (Madanlal) and hla frionda had daeidod to 

taka tho llfo of a'Croat loadar whoaa nano ho

lator atatad to bo Mahatna Qandhii that Dr. Jain
V

had triad to dlaaoada Madanlal fren hla wild talk 

and wild plant that Madanlal had Introdnoad to 

Dr. Jala a paraon bp tha nano of Karkaro with whan 

Madanlal waa working la dtanadnagar and who waa 

on frlondlp toma with hint that Madanlal had 

apohan abont hla axplolta at ibnodnagari that 

Mad an Xnl had told hln that Sarkara had takon 

to dararkart that Bamrkar had a long
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r r
telk hla t w  %vo tewra

hmA pralMd f«r wlia« 1m  M ^ M m * liM ■»(%»•* U b  

on h is  hsttk sad hsA nskstd h ia  t n 'n s n r  m i|

MnAanlsl hsd said that t h a n  «as a d » p  af ■ ana *  1

aannnitlon sad axplaslvas ah Ahaateacar and that | 

Madaalai and his ncMjanlimi varo te^^raeaed- to llalhl 

to oarzT' ont ths ehjaats ot tha rnhoflrair No»hasai 

askad Sr. Jala as to ha dtd aht’ tall hin all 

about It isMadlataly aftar ha had 'Oaaa to kaaw ot It j 

Jain- rapllad that refneass vara da tha habit oT 

talklnc vlldljr and ha baliatad that ha* had Clssoadad 

Madanlal from doing shat ha had* intaadad to do. j

\ On 'Tasaipt of this iafomaticaft>Dasai aatad I 
with acaaaodabla proaptttada. Ba eent-‘iaeadiatoly

Ifor Mr. Bagarrala, Offlaar in ahargd hf tha 

Intalliganaa Bxmash. Mr. Bagarrala was oaabla to 

ooas atoBoa as ha was boar at tha tinsy and Mr.Sasai 

aaaordiaglp askad htn to aaa Kr»- Sasai at tha 

railwap station as ha was laaaing Bahbagr far 

Ahnadsbad tha ssna night. Mr. Bagarwsla esna to tha 

railwap station at about 8-10 p.a. and Mr.Sasai told 

hin-jAat Sr. Jain had said and ashad him ta taka
\

aation in tha nattar. Sa askad Hr. Bagarmla ta ansa

NATIO
NAL A

RCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



*xv«st t* k««9 • «le«« watch on SaTarkar'a

hoaaa aaA his auT— rts and to flad out tho 

■ B M o  of tha arsons idw» woro iBrelwod ta tha 

plot. Nr. Dasal raaohod ihaartihail ea tha aonilac 

of tho 28ad âaaaapjr aad rapaatad to Bardar 

▼allathhhal Fatal tho atory that had haan aarratod 

to hla ty 9r. Jala*

Nr. Natarwala oiaipliod with tha laatruatlona 

without loss of tlaa. Ha orcaalsad aa aaobtraslTa 

watd& OTor tho houaa of Sawartar froa 6*30 p.a. 

that aToalag. Ha aado arraagasoata for losatlag 

and arraatiag Karkara. Ha aada aatuirias froa tha 

4haadBsgar poUoa with tha ohjaat of asoartalniag
Iwhathar Karhasa whoso dataatloa had boaa ordarad |

oadar tha Fohllo aaaurlty Haaanras dot 10 or 16 |
1

days bafora had boaa arrastad. Ha eoataetad warloas 

laforasats of his to looata aad apprahaad KarhaM 

aad his assoalatos.. Ha also Issaad siallar 

lastruatloas to tha warlous officials uadar hla 

as ha was ttTtmg tofaoat priority to this 

partlaalar oaHulry..

Za tha aoaatlaa aaqalrias ware balat aada 

froa Nad sal a1 by tha pallaa at Delhi. Ha waa
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[
isfcorrosat«d bjr %li« pell«« laaMlately mt%mr his 

arrMt on ths 20th^ h«% tbm saq^&lrlss do ho% oppoav 

to havo roToalod aajr uaofiil Infcraotlcn ozeopt la 

rosard to Karkaro. holnc qoootloBod tndor oootlaa 

34S of tho Coda of Crialnol Vrooodoro Badqo atm tod 

as foIXoaai

** ¥ba polloo aakad ao nammm of tho oo^oorhara 
of Badfo oho ooro pottlxic la tha aarlao 
Hotol* X told thoa that I did aot kaoo 
tholr naaaa* Z told thoa that Badco had 
had told oo that ttxm oo-oorkara aoro 
atajlas in a eoraor rooa on tho flrat 
floor of tho Harlaa Hotol.”

Tho polloo raahod to tho Harlaa Botol olth 

tho objoet of apprahoadlna tho eeasplzatora. Whoa 

thoj roaebod thoro thojr foaad that tho birds had 

floaa. Baqnirloa ooro aado aa to tho poraoaa oho 

ooro ooottpjrlag tha oomor rooa on ^ o  flrat floor bat 

tho onljr Inforaatlon that tha aaaasoaoat of tho 

hotol oeuld aappljr to tho p^loo oaa that -too poraeaa 

oho had atojod oador tho aaaaa of H.Do^^aado aad 

d.Doahpaodo had oottlod tholr bills and had loft 

tho hotol laaodlatolT aftor tho ozplosloa la aooh 

haato tbop did not ooon aaro to toko tholr olatiiaa 

olth than. Tho polloo thoa olaltod tho rooa la tho 

Hiado Hahasabha ■kaooa ohlah oaa aald to haoo boon '
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owepled hr li<lf t U§Awtilhl and QmmXm

BUia r*oH mmM mmpky and daaartad Tor Badga aad 

Wianirar h«d :̂iii%t«d thm plaoa alaoat. iMadlatalj 

aftar tbm axplMlen* dad aliad abent Karkar* and 

••pal T Itaqulrp waa aada a% tlia dharlf Hotal 

bad np Infoyatlaa ooold ba obtalaad aa do dba 

•haraabooda af Mr* B*V*Biaa «ba bad adapad tbera. 

rroa dba 17db do tho l»db January and «be bad lard 

tba Badal a dap bafero tba axploaion* do Par aa 

•an ba Judcad aron ■adanlaX did not baov a h w a

hla oenPodaradoa bad petia* dapaX aaa In OaXbl 

bud ba too nada blnaaXP soaraa aPdar dba azpXoalon* 

Ha did. nod dara so bank do tba Hindu HabaaaMia 

OPPloa abara ba naa adaplns dba praaloua al^d*

Per ba did nod knew dbad HadanlaX would nod danoonea 

bln to dba andborldlaa* Hodb Xarkara and Oopal 

ara aald da bawa apand dba nlsbd aP dba HOdb'ln 

dba Prondlar Hindu HedaX undar dba aaaunad ntfMa 

eP 0*H*Joabl and Hajugepalw* Chi dba Slat JanaMrp
V

thm paaldlan waa that altbousb dba pelloo warn 

awara oP dba aadadanoo oP a oonaplraop do 

•oaaaolaada Habadna Oandbly dba enXp oanaplradoro 

wba waaa knavi do dbaa wara Badsa^ Karkara and 

Bai— 1 aX* A dapudp BupavindanAand and an Xaapaador
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or Pell«« D«lhl bj mXT mad y  ohbJ m

t b m  22Bd« T h m T  d m m ix m A th« ef KerkErs-aeA

bis eoasplratora in eocm«otl«m «itlk %li« keal̂  

•zploslen. Th* 7  EtayEA In Benbay till ttoa 83vA anA 

mttmr tiMlr dEyartur# Mr, HacarEala E«atlaiUEA thm

EEareb for lerkare and hia aBEOElatEEf If any*

Karkara aaa not known to tha BoAbay City BoUaa* OA 

eartaln infomatlon raealyad by hln ha Isauad 

Inatruotlona fcur tha arraat of BaAga on or ahont tha 

24th January* IM* Hana 0*Z*0 * C*Z*D* idkoaa haaA- 

quartara ara in Poena oana to Bo^ay on tha 27th 

January ai^ raportad doTalopaMnta to hln* Qi tha aana 

day Mr* BagarEala had a telaphonio eonvaraatlon altt 

tha Dlraotor of JhitaUlgMoa BaraaUt Dalhl* to ahea 

alao tha doTalopnanta bad bean raportad* tfeuPortunataly

Badga eould not ba traaad till lha Slaty a day aftar

tha tragady had boon anaotad at Birla Honaa* lha 

fatal Shota i^ra not flrad althar by Wadga or 

Karkara or by Miilanl si and avan If thay had boon 

arrastad Inaadlataly aftar tbs Explosion tha tragady 

onld not ba aaartad* Sha ayldanaa en raoord doaa 

t show that tha naaas of tha othor sensplrators 

tara known* If thalr nanas wara not known tha poUwa 

could not Tory wall put than undaY aZYbbt.
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Xb« m evem ats ct K a rk e re , B a4c« and dhankar 

d v r lB S  tk a  e r u e la l  p a r la d  «a a M B «ia g  « i t h  t k «

8 0 tk  and a a d in f w lt l i  t lia  SO%k January ara  aok  

kaaua* K arkara la  a a ld  ta  haT# g«n a  t o  t lia  F r o a t la r  

Blndu B a ta l an tha  SOtk J a m a ry «  t o  kava apoat tha 

a lg k t  ot tka  SOtti January la . tk a t  k o t a l  and t o  

kava l a ^  tk a t  k o t a l  « i  tka  21 a t* Ha uaa soon a t  

tk a  kouaa o f  H r* 0 »M «Joak l a t  fkan a  on tk a  2d tk  

and a t  tk a  r a l la a y  a t a t le u  a t  ]> o lk l on tk a  29ttk* ka 

aaa n o t  kaoaa t o  tk a  Bonkay F o U oa * Ho d id  n o t  

▼ la it -k la  ra gu la r . kattkta or. I f  ha d ld »  k la  haunta 

aa ra  n o t  knoan t o  tk a  Banbay F o l le a .  Badga and 

Bhankar eou ld  e o r t a ln ly  kaaa boon a rra a ta d  i f  tk a y  

had sona back t o  Foona f o r  tk a y  aa ra  a a l l  knoan 

t o  tka  p o l la a *  Qkdara f o r  tka a r r a a t  o f  Badga 

a a ra  Issu ad  on o r  about tka Sd tk  and H r. Rana 

aaua t o  aaa R r^B agaraa la  a t  Bonkay on tka  27tk  

In  eon n aotlon  a l t k  tka a r r a a t .  Zt la  In p n aa lb la  

t o  b a l la a a  tk a t  I f  ka kad boon anyakara kaar k la  

kouaa ka aou ld  n o t kaaa baan a r ra a ta d . Ba aaa 

a rra a ta d  on tk a  B lo t  akan ka aaa ra tu ra ln g  fr o n  

a  o a r ta ln  ta n p la  akara  ka aaa praaunably oan ea a lln g  

k ln o a l f .  Bhankar aaa a rra a ta d  naar Bhulaakaar 

on tka  6 th  Fabrw ary. Ha to o  aaa a rraa ta d  a t  a
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»1>—  «b«r« IM « u  aot CTjattafl to

Tbo on ly  parson idio oeoXd h a iw  boon arreetoA  

IX  tlio  pblXoo w n tb il t o  s r ro s t  hlsi wms Oopol 7 ««mc«ar 

tnrotlior o r  Mottmran* Th is prlsonor woo a t  tho 

Varontior HotoX on tho aoth Jsaaor y »  l a  tho

Hlphlnstcno Annooco H o to l Tor o  Akort t ln o  on o r  

oboat tho 24 th  and l a  Thaaa on tho 8 0 th  Xaaasrp* 

S o lth o r tho XL^ilnsteno H otol Bonbay aoer tho honoo 

o r  Mr» 0 «M»Joshl a t Thano aro p laoos y^bXdki ho was 

known t o  v i s i t  bat l a  aagr easo tho poU eo  ooaXd 

not know that ho was ooneornod In  tho e r la o *  Gn tho 

roU ow lng day, l .o *^  on tho 2Sth Jaaaary ho wont and

ro jo la o d  h is  appolataont* Ho oonld ob v loas ly  havo 

boon a rrostod  on that day IT  tho p o llo o  had boon 

aWaro that ho was a oonbor o r  th is  oonspi raoy bat tho 

p o llo o  woro not awaro oT th is  ra o t and ho ecntlanod to  

bo a t la rg o  ror a row days aoro« As soon aa I t  was 

known th a t Hahatna Oanrtht was tho v lo t ln  a 

nordorons assaa lt ra r loaa  nobs attabkod tho hoaaos oX 

porsons who woro sa id  t o  bo oonoomod l a  tho or laa*

Zho honso oT Mr. Savarkar was attaokod and woa strown 

w ith  brokon glaasos ond othor a la s U o s *  Tho U T o  oX 

0opa3  ̂who was known t o  bo a bvothor oT tho asaaaala
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iB lHiia«it danc«r aad polio* protoet^loa had 

to lM slooR to pror*t bla froo bolns IpBobod*

Bo woo raobod ofT.to his notlyo wUlogo whoro 

‘preJedUleo ocolBst hlo was prohohly not as strcaag 

as la tho aol|^]M«tfhood oT Poona* Ho was arrostod 

BOOT PlrsaaB on tho Sth PohruarXf his nano having 

prohohlp boon snppUod bjr Badgo was arrostod 

on ^ o  aist Jainiapp or tqr MadaiiTal who was brought 

trcm Dolhl to Bcnbajr on or about tho 4th Pobruar3r*
And what about tho novenmts or Bathuran and i^toT 

Bathoraa. and Apto loTt DaLhl for Kanpur by train on 

tho n l ^ t  of tho aoth and stayod la. a retiring roon 

at tho rallwagr station at Kanpur on tho 21st* Thoy 

did not supplp- tholr naaos to tho Clark* Thep

loft Kanpur on tho 22nd and roaehod Bonboy on tho 23rd* 

Thoy wont to tho Arya PathUt Ashraa at about 2 p*a* and 

Apto asked for a roon with two bods In tho naao of 

O* Barayan* Bo roon with two bods was avallablo but 

thoy war* all^tod two bods in a roon containing sight 

bp^s* Thoy loft tholr luggag* In that roon and rotumod 

to tho AahTM at 1 o*olock la tho night* Tho 

oono^BOdatlan .pimldod for than was not sultabl* and 

Battaaran and Apto shlftod to tho Blphlnatono Annooc*
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Bot«l on tb« a4tli« StMqr wtmyma. t h m f  «aA«r tb* asMMft 

n— » ot H.Tlaaandarao and m. M.«ad* At ■>— t A*aO a«a*

on th« 27th Jamuopyi l>ft air

a«8tm«d names oT O^Vara^anrap and S* Tlmaxakrao.

Thwy left DeOhl tbe same aTtameoaiy raattied Owallor 

at spent tbe 28tli Jamuurx in QamlAer and

returned to Delbl on the sMRilng of the 8Mh«

Hattmram and Apts stayed la a retlrlas room of the 

railway station at Delhi on the S9th and for a part 

of the 90th r̂tileh had been booked ty Valdmram tA the 

name of S«Tlnayakrao» On the 90th yaaBary* Sathoram 

vent to the prayer meeting armed vlth a plate! and 

fired at Mahatu Qandhl* It was Impossible for any 

police officer^ howefrer capable and efficient he might 

hare been^ to hare prerented PathureB froai eoHdLttlag 

the crime on e h l A  he had set his heart* He vas gelag 

about fron place to plaee under ass— B d  nasfteSy met 

staying In any one place for more than a day dr ~two

and It was Impossible for any police effleer to eateh 

hold of him partienlarly If he was not kmewa or 

suspected to be a no» sensplrater* Apte waa galag abent 

with Hathnresi all the time* He too tvarelXed abent 

under assied nsBes* Bren If the peXlee were aware an
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Vm  night ot tb» aoth that »athnr—  and Apt# vara 

eottoaonad In lha oanagdLvaflr' It la aactrialy 

j[iwigtrii1 It thajr ooadjA hava at^ppad thaai tr<m 

aahlaalnc ttialn and*

Tha poUaa did all that vaa raaaonably posalbla 

ta do* laaadlataly aftar tha axploalon tha poUoa 

to hara aant a mahar of parsons to ▼arloos 

rallvaj' stations la ordar to prarsnt tha sospaots 

frcn asoapAng Iqr train* Badga statas that as soon as 

tha tonga oarrTlng him and his sarrant ShanTcar 

raaehad tha railvax station Hav Dalhl and as soon 

as ha had pur<diasad 2 third class tlokats fron Dalhl 

to Poona ha found a groat eonaotlon on tha platform* 

Tha polloa vara nosing about* danslng danger to 

hinsalf ha oaaa oat of tha platfomy got Into a 

tonga and sat off for ^ a  railvay station at Delhi*

Ba slipped throng thalr fingers baeansa tha police 

do net appear to hare kaovn till that hour that ha 

was eonaamad In tha arlna* Bor did th^ 

aaorthlag about Hathnran or Apta* If tha statanant 

of Madanlal Is oorraet that ha dld-not know tha names

tha sansplrators and did not supply tTr to tha 

paltaa It Is Idle to oantaad that tha polloa could 

hare prasantad tha tragedy notwithstanding tha
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n l  p r e w # 4  t* vlak his Ilfs la s v M r  ts tsks 

that of Mtfistas 0sn4hl» Bo took «ho vlsfc of .salsslas 

ttM pvsalsos of tho Biflo Ho m o  wamaA with o ylotsl 

sad ho o o t M U y  flaod tho fstol * e t s  H m r  ho woo 

o n m n a d o d  hr o lorso M l t l t ^ f  of >oopl.o« Bo did hot 

ooro to max orngr* Ho had o m o  to tho M o l o  noooo wltk 

o portloolas Ohjoot and ho woo dotoiodaad to oohl ooo 

It* Ho woo proporod to toko olX slOks and to ohldo tf 

tho laowltahlo oonsstoiooo* Was It poooililo for tho 

polloo to stop a poraon whoa thogr did not know, or a 

porson who was sodas ahoot^j^Ttfs plpjo to plaoo wador 

falsa naoos or a parson idio was dotanlaod to ooaslt _ 

this partloolar oriae ragardloss of oonassnisas to 

hlasolft fho polios wars saars that siaisttilin was 

afoot^ hat thogr did not know whan or a/hmra or hgr whoa 

tho blow W M  to bo strwnV* Ihogr wars gropdas la ttko

dork and oould not find thodjr wigr* Wo know that has;
hoppanad and nogr ba ahla to sagr that this proslano 

Ilfs ooold ba aawad this wsgr or thst wogr̂  bat It Is 

slwsys snagr to bo wlso sftar tho owaat*

aalisnsi an rtaard satlsfloo as Co) that wa 
is affordod to tho poltoo to siqpasla tho
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1 tmmmarr tuereler amlac 

«li« Itf* ar Million Ondhli that Miid«aia.ballad u 

t* amstuft̂  mammm ^  tte MMVdLrators t« ttaa poULo«|\ 

<•> ttKt ««<■» these -it- tt vere supplied It wee 

esekveHslar dlffleelt^ it net Supeealhle, fee the 

psfliss te sweet Bsttasmi e»s coins about W s a  

plsss 1M ptses twlsr assosad u m b s s and idae vas 

deterelesd te aeaasaiflate Wahatae Qandhi eran at 

tbs rliiK of lasing his aim Ure«~i
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Ab  froa th« of BMi'tol* Jfr*

A^hru Ra m d«t«d thm Slat Joaa I M S  la tk« 

Oaadhl M a M a r  Ca'aa»

Bafara aoaalodlac X vaat to advart ta saaa 

1 aaarka aada bjr tha laaraaA Byaolal Jadga aa ■ to tha 
alaakaaaa ahawa la tha lavaatlgatioa darlag tha ^rled 

batwaaa tha SOth and tha 80th ^aamaxy 1 M 8  bat tor 

ahloh* la tha Tlaw of tha laanad Jadfa» tha tragady 

ooold haTa baan praTaatad. I aaat aay that I haaa aot ^  

baaa abla to dlaooTar aay jaatlftaatloa at all for 

thaaa raaarba whioh In ay Jodgaant vara vholly nnaallad 

for- ''
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Kwnmmr fc y w t ia n i. .

oamot rwfcf 
S M

2teak yo» rwp yottP of
lt«fe ! « » ■ » « • •
I max—  to oloMttfta% TOO POT I X foOi %fca%»®00te to

u l  t S j w y V  **• -M. - * .•till MOMO to pooy^y
vAotloal oMMAAorotloos oftoa 
z^oo4« !*•• tito

% k lM tr>

tePMMI* • t p f i y  e o e r t o ^
« . . » SillI. p««BT t M t  aar oliMr oao

Xoar* •laeopoly*

axm j e e e l i w y  “ *>;,‘= »S a l« » * * * * * '* * * * ”

HOT n x u >
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V
Indian News Chronicle

f  BUN’DAY, JVNB 19. 19«9
ABOLITION OF THE DEATH 

PENALTY 
Should Free India Abolish 

capital punishmentT Speaking 
on the demand made by some 
members in the Constituent 
Assembly fo r  the conferment 
o f an unrestricted- right of ap
peal to the Supreme Court in 
all eases of death sentences a 
few  days ago, the La w  Minis
ter, Dr. Ambedkar. said: " I  
would much rather support 
the aboliticm o f the t'death sen
tence.”  The Law  Minister's 
suggestion deserves more at
tention than he himself seemed 
to have given it. In a country 
where Government spokesmen 
never tire o f claiming that its 
political life  is being moulded 
in the ideological framework | 
of non-violence it seems some
what ironical to  see the death 1 
penalty being upheld as a kind I 
of deterrent against criminal 1 
acts which may be due either I 
to the inflammable passion o f I 
the moment or to calculated I 

I retaliation fo r  some deeply fe lt I 
\ social wrong. Apart from  con- 

sideratiems o f  the ethics of 
non-violence and o f a more ra
tional attitude towards crime, 
even practical considerations 
do not Justify the retention of 
the death penalty fo r  any 
crime, however, heinous. For.
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SaCBMT

c « «p t  Ditfcn Dua«
16«h /tuM

Z now r * o « lT « «  tb* corvoapooAtttto*
wblob iMa paaa*4 b «6 «M a  Baedae «a A Oedee aa 
aXaa a copy o f  b la  la% tar «o  you. X adbara w  
^  p ra r la ia  vlaw  Cibat faa aaoolfl 'not aao oedao*
AO 1% l a »  t te ra  l a  arary  llkaXlOaod o f  <so otOaopt 
batao oado &o tjraat h lo  aa a a a r^yr. Ybo O io- 
aoaaloo ablah Kaadao prcpoeaa to  tMoa aooia ioaoa t 
too  Xaat daya o f  dcdao aotb a ea rto ln  aooont o f  
• lo r y *  To mo. I t  appaara aoaoaOat < io t*e tle  tfmt 
aoy a ttao p t abouXd ba aoda t o  ooavisoo a ooa itxo 
Oao Oeoo maO a OaatorOly axlao aoA tOOaa pslOa
iO  I t ,  , J , wtfV

foura
h ,  ,

TOO Beo*bXo X>Mdlt JamOaadal Baora; 
P r loa  MlxxlstaT o f  Xadla*
■aw D alh i.
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e t m f t  » o t m  cottpft.

dear
!fl3«u!̂; yvQ t*»F ym» l.*tiar no.747-PTT <Sa  l̂ ltH *»fn0 !»«<>•

f*.» I '̂i£Af--y uat >et T * M l v « d
l4uad*» Qan4^il*fi Is'&lser. X bave^Siew*

at;r«» vltH hlT» !ke9*i-jtiid Rot irlai% o<»AM «DA t^'t he had hettar leere rMtteee ta the heckde thoae vh<M« haelneae It le te deal«nth :;h)da«
Toure eteearely.

The BflBaapehle
Pendlt Jwhherlel Kebrti,PvlMft 'Al:\XmtmT ot Xadle*
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h ^ iM E  M i n i s t e r . 
In d i a .

Av. 7 - n -  •
New Delhi,
J \ m e  13, 1949.

You must have received Ramdas 
Gandhi’s letter with Its enclosures.
I enclose a copy of my reply to him.

The Hon* hie . . « i. tSardar Vallabhbhal Patel, 
1 Aurangzeb Road,
New Delhi.
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/W:
>•« M l k l ,

13y 1 M » .

7

Njr d«ar BaBtea,
I hava Jnat raoal^ad jatir lattar* t ••ttfaaa tlMt. jou h*va m  la a diffl* ealty* My own Ineliaatloii la to adwiao yon not to visit Vattewao Oodao. I do not think this visit at this stags ean sorwo any osoful porposs* Bnt in this oattor X should lika to ba guldod by wbat Unrl Rajagopalaehari and Sardar ratal advlaa*I an wararora writing to than on tala anh- Jset* Ton hava sant tha eoylaa of lattorn to thon.-4^ “-̂*-’ .

Yovra slnaaroly^

Sd/» Jawaharlal Ifahrn*

8hri Bandaa Oandhl, Khalaal Linasg Kagynr.
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laci Lin«s» llagpur. C.P.
r / -  1 3 th  J u n e  '1 9 4 ^ .

Jly d e a r  J a v a b a r l a l  j i  »

Ab  s t a t a d  i n  n y  l e t t e r  a d d r e s s e d  
t o  y o u .  d a t e d  1 1 th  J u n e  1 9 4 9 , I  n o w  e n c l o s e  
h e r e w i t h  c o p y  o f  a  l e t t e r  d a t e d  1 3 th  J u n e  1 3 4 9 , 
a d d r e s s e d  by a e  t o  G o d s e , i n  r e p l y  t o  h i e  l e t t e r  
d a t e d  3 r d  J u n e  1 9 4 9  .an d  r e c e i - v e d  by  .ne o n  th e  
9 t b J u o e  1 9 4 9 .

T o u  w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  i n  p l a c e  o f  
B a l k r i s b n a  B h a v e , I n  j i y  l e t t e r  a a t e d  l 3 t h  i n o t .  , 
t o  G o d s e .  1 h a v e  la e n t io n e d  th e  natae o f  3 h r i  
M a h o r l a l  J a a h r u w a la .  1  f e e l  t h a t  t b i o  c h a n ^  
o f  na ise  was n e c e s s a r y  a s  i i i a h o r l j l b h a i  i s  . . e f i n i t ^ l y  
i n  a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a  u e s i . e d  
c h a n g e  in  t tv )  o u t l o o k  an... w r o n g  p o l i c y  t o a t  h a s  
b e e n  p u r s u e d  b y  G o d a e .

Y o u  Know  t h a t  K i a h o r l a l b h a i  . p h y s i c a l l y  
i s  i n  n o  c o n o i t i o n  t o  s t a n d  a s t r a i n  o f  l o n g  jo u v n '^ y .  
AS s u c h  I  f e e l  t h a t  o u r  n o '^ t in g  w i t h  G o d se  s h o u ld  
ta k e  p l a c e  i n  D e lh i  i n  th e  P e d  F o r t ,  I  e x a c t l y  d o  
n o t  k n o w , b u t  1 f e ^ l  t h a t  no d i f f i c u l t y  s h o u ld  
e x p e r i e n c e d  by a l x  c o n c e r n e d  i n  b r i n g i n g  G o d se  f r o x  
S im la  t o  D e lh i  and l o d g e  h im  i n  B e d  F o r t .

I  am now  a w a i t i n g  t o  h e a r  f r o m  y o u  
a s  s j o n  a s  i t  m-iy b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  y o u  t o  in f o r m  
me w n e t h e r  th e  p r o p o s e d  m e e t in g  w i t h  G od se  w U T  b^. 
a r  r a n g e d .

4 i t h  k in d e s t  

S n c ls  : -  L e  t t e r .

Xo,
P a n d i t  J a w a h a r i a l  N e h r u ,
H i .  D..LBI.

■^garde.
T o u r s  s i n c e r e l y ,  

(  R .  U . G a n d h i . )
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Ikiilasi Lines, Negpur.-----
l i / -  Tbe Uth Juna 1949.

lear Jhri Nathuraa Godse,
I  hdve your le tte r uated th<? 3rd Juns 1949.
X am glad to that you ar*? always open 

to cooviotion. anu your desire to hare a heart to 
brart talk with me ana a close associate of ay father 
on the question whether ways and means adopted by you 
lia70 in ^ny way served or are lik e ly  to n n  evor prove 
fru it fu l in tbe future in maintaining the in t e g r iv  of
0 . 1  Dear Itotberland or tbe centaries old Hindu re llg io fi,
' !iich line all oth*r present day re lig io n s , is  free  of
<. i-> tine tion of any Kind, is  encouraging.

xiccordingly, without any cocaitaent on tbe 
^ »it  of the Govt, o f the Indian Dominion, nyself or 
t.i.s-? Abo acuoap-any me. to have a talk with you, I  am 
ie.^u<^3ting Pandit Jawanarlal Keh^ today to allow 
dhi i  Vinobha Bhave, 3hri K iaharila l ilachruwala and 
;t s^ lf to have a heart to h-»art talk with you on th*» 
i.l3v° subject, ac it  io your heart* o desire to do so.

Please note. hoA^ver, i f  i t  is destined that 
tL ' proposed ta lk  snould take olace, i t  w ill be only 
:o .e cay af tex* the 25th June 1949, as i t  is not possible 
[ lie to I ’ -ive Wagpur fo r Delhi ani thence to toe place 
v.herever you ar> lodged, befo.'<» 25th June 1949.

- t a »
1 feel.y/yourteu not stipulated thn condition, 

n Ti ly , '^Condition of tb« tolks muot be that we must 
stick to th*’ truth alone'', as i  think, i t  was not only 
uiui’io ' ssai’y in ay c .»ae. but also in the case o f any 
close associate of my ratner.

In tue aean-hil'», X would au^v'^st your devoting 
ui t i l "  that is available to you to self-in trospection 
Bi.. vith fu ll con.i.uencn in "m a" and pray that "Hi’* 
bestows on you "His Divine Graoe", as i t  is  such ^aee 
clone that a fe e l  w ill help you to see your aisfake and
1 ulise that i t  naa after a ll Gandhijl, who knew best
i:.e in terest o f our Uotberland and the Hinuu re lig ion  in 
i articu lar, could be protected from insu it or in jury. I f  
you do th is, I  aa sure, at the the proponed meeting,
tet.veen you and its, you w ill be able to sing us tbe
uroernoted shlok in the IBth chapter o f Bbagvntgita, a 
pi^oe of poetry fu ll o f meaning and oharn,

K "  , «r-M

Tours sincerely^ 

( R.M.Oudhi.)
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Khalasi Lines, 
Nagpur.

D/- the ll'th  June 1949..

My dear Jawaharlalji,
I  do not know what your reaction or fe ’='ling3 

w il l  be on reading the enclosed.
One is  the le t te r  addressed by aie to_.dhri 

Nathuram Godse. And the other is  his reply to me.
As Godse wishes' to see me. I  think, I  must pay him 
a v is i t ,  not minding what^utcome o f  my ta lk  with 
Godse may be. lifte r  having addressed a le tte r  to 
Godse, 1 do not see how i  can refuse to see him 
now, I  do not—pr-^pose to se^ Godse a l l  by myself. But 
I  want tobe accompanied by Shri Vinoba Bhave and his 
brother, Balkxishna bhave. As i t  is you, who can 
arrange thTs interview with Godse, kindly le t  me know 
by telegram what you propose to do in the matter. 
Personally, i  see no reason you should have any 
objection to Godse wanting to see me along with Ghii 
Vinobha bhave ana his brother,

I  may inform you that it  . . i l l  not be possible 
for me to leave Nagpur for Delhi oeior'=‘ 25th June 1949 
and thence_to the place where Godse may be lodged.

_ __ ____  ̂ _ copy of this le t te r  as also the
two enclosurea to VallaDbbhai and R aja ji,

1 am sending a

day or so, 1 -hooe to draft out my le tte r  to 
Godse in re p ly  to his le tte r  dated the 3rd June 1949, 

T forv.ard to you, as alsoa copy of which I shal'
Vallaohbhai ana fla ja ji.

I  know, you wil forg ive  me adding to th.e already 
heavy burden that you are called  upon to shoulder^
altheuuh this additional burdenttWI
equivalent to that o f a piass

only be in weight

Yours s incerely ,
sVr;

-( R.M.Gandhi. )
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^2S i a l « _ a z i  4* . \
SB«r Brother, Shri Raadas M«Gaadhl, \

iteoaived your most kix^ le tte r  yesterday o f  17th May 1949. I
Ab a human being I  hav  ̂ no eords to erpress ay fe^tllngm fo r  

the wounds that you anu your rpXatl^es must have reo^i'ved by the 
tragio end o f your rewnrea faJUie^ by w  hands. But at tfan same 
tlas  1 state that there is the'o^oer side also to  look at.

1 am not in  a position to write a l l  ay thoughts on paper -  
nor am I  in a position to see you personally. But certain ly yon 
are in a position to aoe roe in ja i l  before my execution.

Tou saythat you bav'̂  beard, that 1 am a man o f ’ Reason* 
ano *iu0 ^ o * .  Truet But you « i l l  be surprised to note th a t^am  
Q mao o f powerful sentiments also and ^Deyotlon to my Motherland 
is  the topmost one o f the same'*.

Tou say that "Once mind is  free from misundBrstanding 
then no doubt tnat 1 shall repent and realise my blunder'*^
Brotbert X say that 1 am an open^mindej man, always a subject 
fox- o o rr^ o ti^ . But what is the way to  remove my misunderstandings 
i f  any and to â kte ae r-'pent.

Gomtainly noitner the gallows nor any b ig show o f mercy 
to  commute ipy punishment. The only way is to  see me and nake 

XDT r'^alise. TJptilnow, 1 have co.a) across nothing whioh s i l l  
make S'} repent.

1 have : ''Chived several le tte rs  from some prominent 
'Christian U isoions', and acooraing to their fa ith  and th^

^teaching o f the ’ Holy B ib le*, they hove triea  to giv»' me ooy’ 
message. Their stan; is quite io te llig^ ib ls . But yours is the 
f i r s t  la tter that I h^ve r 'oe ived  w hi^  resembles to some 
extent to tae wel.-knovn, or aor known teachings o f your 
xev'Teci father. Baally this is  surprisineS I  hav« received 
n>ny le tte rs  fu ll o f aouses, 1 do not consider they were 
-written by any aisc ip le  o f your father.

Any way, 1 must humbly requ-^st you to see ms and i f  
possible, with some prominent d ioclp le  o f your revered fath-r, 
a rticu la r ly  who is  not interos^ed in any powmr p o lit ic s , and 

bring to a y  notice my most fa ta l mistakn.
Otborwis'*, 1 shall always fe . 'l that this ohow o f mercy 

is nothing bit Jtx eye-wash.
I f  you actually see me an; bav' a talk with me, e ither 

& 'ntiaentally or on reason, who knows you may be able to  ciiinge 
me and auxe m repent or X may change you and make you T^alise 
my stand.

The condition of the talks must be that w? must stick  
to the ’’ Truth alone'*.

Again, 1 express my utmost regrets as u human being fo r 
yo*r sufferings ai>» to the death o f your .eyered father by ay hands.

Tours s ioeerely , 
Bd/>Natburam T.Godam.

li.B. I f  you prefer, then please mend a copy 
or tbia to  H.S. The Governor General o f the 
Dominion o f Inula.
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KbaXasi Xa^es, 
Nagpur C.P*

D/- 17th May 1949.

Dear Shri Nathuram Godse,
The writer of this is the son o f one you seem 

to take great pride in having assasinated,
I  am sure, you ’Aill one day rea lise  that you 

have only put an end to my father’ s perishable body and 
nothing mXmm more. Because, not only in my case, but 
in the case o f m illions a l l  over the world, the sp ir it  
o f m,y father still rules over their nearts. This stands 
proved by the homage tnat has been paid to m̂/ father by 
nations and peoples a l l  over the world.

You know that to^3^ everyone a l l  over the world is 
th irsting and pinning for ^ace . But you must have stood 
aghast to find that amongst the b iggest wai’ -lords of the 
present age to say ana believe taat i t  is not the Atomic 
energy that is  going to bring peace to the world, but i t  
is  mutual, understanaing ana respect for one by the other. 
Better understood by the m illions of this country by the 
simple ana s ign ifican t words "Siitya'’ and ‘’.^hinsa” ,

I  hope, the above facts w ill  help m  in the 
dissolution o f th  ̂ mist of misunderstanding your mind
and vision seems tobe shrouded with. Once you rxd your 
mind o f this misunderstanding, I  have no doubt, you w ill  
repent and rea lise  that what you have done is a deed 
never again tobe repeated, but shunned for a l l  times, 
be i t  in tne interests o f one's own re lig io n  or p o lit ic a l 
creed .or anything e lse. You are reported to have stated _  
very recently that you are a man of reason ani log ic . I 

th»r-^fore urgs you.to ponder ovey .my above heart-pouring 
and I f  you can do so, you w i l l  see that you hav^not in 
the least served the cause so very dear to you-^»' bavins 
cone what you have done. /

Yours Truly,

^ 4 ^
(Ramdas U. Gandhi.)

P.S. 1 may inform you that on 1-5-49, 1 have addressed 
a le tte r  to the Governor General India, giving him 
my reasons why you should not be made to su ffer the penalty 
awarded by the Special Tribunal appointed to look into the 
charge framed against you.NATIO
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>rom: Sri S.Krlshnamurti

SECRET

14th June 1949
7-'

This is what His Excellency has 
written to Shri Ramdas Gandhi. Kindly 
place it before the Honourable Deputy 
Vrlme Minister

Ji.

.̂ri V.Shankar, I.C.S.,
Private Secretary to the Hon'ble 

Deputy Prime Minister,
Dun Court, DEHRA DUN.
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(Copy)

GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
NEW DELHI.

14th June 1949.

I would advise you to leave the case of 
Godse In the hands of Government. My emphatic advice 
to you is not to intervene in the case. I agree 
with Jawaharlalji that you should not visit the 
prisoner.

—  Sd. C. Rajagopalacharl

Shrl Ramdas Gandhi, 
Khalasl Lines, 

NAGPUR.

NATIO
NAL A

RCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



3j£k££-
Camp: Birla Houaa,

Uuaaoorie, 6 .5 «1946.

who/

Wy dear Syama Prasad,
rhanti you for your letter of tlia 4tb May deli

vered to me by Banerjl. I am «̂ ;lad to know that your 
dau‘̂ hter is steadily improving' and hope that the Improve- 
i3eno '.vill bo maintained.
2.. <iS regards Savarkar, the Advocate-General of
Bobibay, who is in ohari^e of the case, and other Leijal 
Advisers and ittvesti j^^tin: officers ;aet me at a conference 
in Delhi before I cuno here. I told them, m i t e  clearly, 
that tho ],uosLion of inclusion of Davarkar must be approach
ed purely from i lethal and Judlci-jl standpoint and politi
cal cc hsideratlono should not be Imported into the ^^atter.
My instructions were luite definite and beyond doubt and 

-I an sure they will bo acted £rpotrr~ I have also told them 
that. If they— cone to the view ulio t SavarkUr should bo 
included, the ĵax:iers should *be placed before iie before 
action is tuKen. This is, of course, in so far as -tixe 
iuootlon cf :ullt Is concerned from the point-of view of 
law and J.ustlce« Morally, it is possible that on«s con
viction nay be the other way about.
3. X lUite a ;ruo with you ttia t the HLiidu fahiSabha, 
ao an or^anLcation, was not concerned in Che conspiracy 
tiia w led to Gandhiji's ::iurler; but- at the sa;ju title, wo 
Cannot chut our eyes t<- ttie fact that an appreciable 
Xia:.iU>r of thu iwabors of the l.lutiasubha i;loated over the
’ux'i(:edy anl listributed sweets. On this natter, reliable 
reports have come to us fron all parts of tue country, 
f'ux’thur, militant co.-.unulism, ..hioh was preached until 
only a fe/< nontus a.jo by Ciuny spokesmen of the Uuhasabhu, 
inoludin : .len like Uabant Oicvijayu Nath, ITof. iiamsln^^.nd Dushpande, could not but be refjarded as a dantjer to 
public soourity. The same would apply to the a . 3 . 3 . , with the udlltional dant^er inherent in an orcaoisauion run in secret on military or seni-nllitary lines. Nevertheless, 
we have already decided upon a policy of ('radual releases* 
and more than fifty per cent, of those nelly detainedhave already been released in accordance with that policy.
It oould iwrlups be safely said now that a lar̂ ê majority of uhose/xluntt continue to be detained, consists of man 
whcee release would be a danjer to public seouri. ty or would lead to a resuscitation of the activities which we have 
banned. In the remaining; chree nwtho, however. It may be poo oi ble, if the situation in the country remolns satisfactory, to space out their roleioes. I should add that we 
have already received rather dls .uieting reports of the revival of uhoee aa'tlvitlea in some form or the other.
In any citse, as you probably know, none of the detained persons c m  be kept for a j't.riod longer than six months.
I shill, ho..ever, see what further steps we can taka to 
improve the present utoouphere in the country.
4. As rer:ards Itahant Ulgvljaya Nath, Prof. Harasingh and Deshpanda, they made very nasty speeches on the k7tb 
January for •yhioh they are beinî  put on trl'il. Their 
release tit this particular Juncture, ^ben ttie Hindu ueha- sa^hu at Delhi has pessad o raseXution occitrary to tha
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advice of Che i^oriclng Coiomlttee of the Mabasabha-'-aud 
reports ur<» beiu.-; received of revival of corxuunal acti-> 
vltl as--woul<l be fraushb with considerable risk. Aa 
far as I on aware, the order of detention luis nothin^: 
to~dO with Godse's trial. 1 niiould add thut Peshpande, 
before his Delhi speech, Indultjed In very poisonous out
burst In lutnu. There is no indication that any of the^t 
are wiser by expeli'eixce.
5. yvC reciurdo oonvonln,^ u :.^etin; of the -.'ox-*cin.:
Cocualttee and the /vll-lndia Co::u:ii ttee of ttxe Hindu 
Mahasabha, X would advise you to hold It at a place 
other ttian Delhi. Already your Local Corimitteo
has challenged the Central Body. The atxaosp^iere In 
Delhi h s now sotavdiat deteriorated. I tua very sr.nv* 
ho».ever, that it will not be possible for ue to advise 
Provincial ‘Gove^'n..ents to release any of the detenus
in ordo;- to attend the d ol 1 bo.-u ti ojjc of your CoMmlttees.
6, I foelin-^ .luch better and I a;i sure if you 
oould CO -c here a chan,:c v̂ lll do you so o ;ood. ,.’o could 
then discuss these and cthei* l:r.r>oi'tnit iittera .dien ..e

.V i-h  K in d u s .^  r e . - ; o r l s ,  

Youru sincerely.

The Uon. Dr. Dyars Prasad Mookorji, 
Minis Cor for Industry Supply,

' GoTom.ient of India,
4 Kitw, wdward Aoad, New Delhi.
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N e w  D e L H i .  
4th May 1948.

My dear Sardarji,
I -was very glad to know from. Dr.Roy that you 

were feeling better. I hope the change v/ill bring 
about rapid improvement. It is terribly hot at 
Delhi. I v/ent to see my dau/ghter at Kasauli during 
the week end. She is steadily improving.

1 wrote to you (and also spoke to Shankar) 
about the detention of persons connected with the 
2iahasabha. Those who are suspected of complicity 
in the outrage on Gandhiji will no doubt be put up 
for trial. I xmderstand Savarkar’s name is being 
mentioned in this connection. I do not -know what 
evidence has been found against him. I have not 
the least doubt that you will satisfy yourself that 
nothing is done which may give rise to the sugges
tion later on that he was being prosecuted on 
account of his. political convictions. I hope the 
records will bo placed before you before any' 
decision is taken. His sacrificEng and suffering 
in the past have been considerable and unless there 
is some positive proof against him, he should not, 
at this age, be subjected to a charge of conspiracy 
to commit murder. I leave the matter to your 
decision.

I am anxious to have a meeting of the All-India 
V/orking Com:.iittee and the All-India Committee of the 
Hindu Mahasabha convened some time in l>Iay, so that 
our future policy and programme may be discussed, and 
decided upon. You have always appreciated my own 
delicate position in the matter. I hope by now suf
ficient evidence has been placed before Government 
to show -fchnt. t.hft Mahasabha as an organization ha4 had 
nothing to do with the murder. I have always felt 
that it is only a handful of persons in Poona who 
might have been members of the conspiracy. But there 
Is a large section of people^amongst the Ma'hasabhaltsNATIO
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, A
includiils many in Poona who have always been <
against the activities of this small group.
It will' be a blunder not to isolate this 
group from the rest which is the vast majority.
If members outside the grpup are continued to 
be' kept in detention for®3ndoflnite period, 
unnecessary complications will arise.

In Delhi, several persons are now being 
de'tained Including Asutosh Lahirl, Llahant 
Digvijaya Nath, Professor Ram S i n ^  and Desh- 
pande. The last three are also being tried 
for scans speeches which were made at a public 
meeting in Delhi shortly before Gandhiji’s 
assassination. They v/ere also previously 
detained under the Public Security Act. Later 
on this hud lapsed and v/as not renewed. They 
were simply treated as under-trial prisoners — 
whose applications for bail were refused by tlie 
local Magistrate. The High Court has, however, 
granted bail to all of them. As soon as they 
were let out on bail, they were re-arrested 
under the Public Security Act and put back in 
prison. This obviously is a most unfortunate 
situation. The order under Public Security 
Act wes not continued against_ them and this 
should not have been rene%ved merely to nullify 
the directions of the High Court. I am told 
it may be undesirable to allow them to remain 
in Delhi so long as Godse's trial continues. If 
that is so, they may be asked to remain away 
from Delhi. I do not know what will happen with 
regard to their case which perhaps will be 
postponed automatically.

I hope you will be good enough to allow 
facilities to all members of the Woriciag Coim.ilttee 
and the All-India Comr.lttee ti’ the Hindu Mahasabha 
to attend the meetings unless tiiey are implicated 
in the murder trial.

The future of the R.S.S. woricers has also 
to be settled.- In view of the great complications 
which may arise in connection with Hyderabad and 
Kashmir, it is desirable that we shotild be able 
to create an atmosphere of confidence and security
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amongst all sections of tbe people provided we are 
satisfied that by a general order of release we 
are not Jeopardising the cotrrae of law and order.
1 have suggested that all cases of persons who 
are detained without trial should be placed before 
a High Court Judge who should go through the 
evidence, give a chance to the persons concerned 
to make their statements and then advise Govern
ment as to whether there Is sufficient Justifica
tion to continue their detention. This will 
satisfy public opinion that no one is being 
detained without fullest possible enq.uiry and 
Justification.

iI understand your Secretary is going to 
Ivlussoorie tomorrow. I am giving this letter to 
him, and I hope you will give him such directions 
as you think fit to meet the points that I have 
raised In the letter. *

There are several important matters which 
are coming before Cabinet. Your absence Is very 
keenly felt. X see no reason why a meetlug of 
the Cabinet may not be held at In^ssoorle once or 
twice a month to have the benefit of your advice 
axid guidance. This is subject to doctors allow- 

' Ing such a course of action to be taken.
With regard to qne matter, viz. appoint

ment of a Cabinet Co-ordination Committee, 1 
shall make th& suggestion at to-day*s meeting.
I am told you have already communicated your 
desire to the Prime Minister that this matter 
may be postponed until you have further considered 
the details.

V/lth best wishes , ____
, Yours sincerely, _

The Hon'ble Sifrdar Vallabhbhal Patel/ ~ '
Mussoorle.NATIO
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S, Barakhamba Road, New Delbi,‘J3ie 20th April 1948

My dear Sardarji,
I returned to Delhi yesterday after attending the meeting of the Xnter-Dominlon Conference. I tried to meet 

you yesterday afternoon but this, I was told, could not be arranged as you were busy otherwise. X have to go on tour again today. Aecoi^lng to a programme fixed about a month ago, X have to visit Calcutta, Jamsedpur, Madras, Bangalore, 
returning to Delhi on 27th.

Qie Xnter-Daminlon Conference was on the whole 
(.successful. Xt is obvious, however, that paper resolutions are of no effect but everything will depend on the manner in which the deci_^ons are implemented. 'ihings are not moving satisfactorily at all in Bengal, unless the iSast Bengal 
Government succeeds in creating a better atmosphere, eotodus will not cease. Xf our attempt to have a peaceful settlement falls, there is no other alternative but to insist upon 
exchange of population. We cannot obviously take back millions of Hindus from Pakistan and also encourage a large 
number of Muslims from Pakistan to return to India. However, this matter may be considered later on after we see how the agreements reached in Calcutta are implemented.

X wanted to apeak to you about the detention of a large number of Hindu Sabha leaders and workers. Obviously, 
those vdio may be implicated in any way in the conspiracy will 'be put up for trial. X have nothing to say about them but others should not be kept detained indefinitely. Slther they should be released or some speolfio charge shoxild be brought 
against them and they should be asked to answer it. X know a large number of people have bean released recently but quite 
a good number are still detained and I am being constantly approached on their behalf. Hiere are some persons against whom cases have been Instituted but there is a long delay in continuing the proceedings. Tou may ask your Secretary to 
look into the matter.

With regard to R.B.S. also the matter should be 
reviewed. Obviously it was not our intention to keep people 
detained merely because they belonged to the R.S.S. Perhaps it may be desirable to refer oases of detention to aNATIO
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Elgb Coiirt Judge so that none may have a feeling iof legitlnate grleTanoe. Perhaps some directives * kmay be issued to the province also so that one 
ooDmon policy may be pursued throu^out India.

I do not know what you are doing about 
Hjderabad. People generally are becoming very anxious ^ d  restive about the future relationship between India and Hyderabad. ‘Ihe time has coma vdien we should tell 
Hyderabad definitely that within a particular date pleblselte must be taken and the people of Hyderabad must AeoldS .for:'themselves vdie'ther they are going to Join Indian union or not. liean«rtiile, there must be an interim government. The present policy of drift may lead the whole 
coimtry to very serious consequences. No doubt you are thinking about all these matters but I felt I should give you an idea of the present reactions in the public mind. ^

I hope and pray that you will soon recover your health coai^letely.
With best wishes.

Yours sincerely.

'ihe Hon*ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Minister for Home Affairs,
New Delhi.

Bhopatkar has written to me suggesting that a meeting of the Working Committee and the All India Committee 
of the Hindu Mahasabha should be held at an early date to consider the future of the Hindu Mahasabha. A good 
number of members of both these bodies are now being detained. I shall feel particularly grateful if you will kindly consider the question of their release, unless there are any specific oases pending against them and they have been refused bail. Some of them are being detained by the 
Provincial Governments also.
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a _B C B E T. V7
RE« DBUII, 27.2.1M8,

(J niank you Tor youryour J.cttcr No« Pali. 481 dated the 
26th February 1948 which 1 received Just now.

I have kept myse'f almost in daily touch with the 
progress of 'the investigation regarding Bapu's assassina
tion case. I devote a large part of my evening to discus
sing with Sanjevi the day's progress and giving instruc
tions to him on any points that arise. All the main 
accused have given long d«'tailed statements of their
activities. In one case, the statement extends to ninety 
typed pages. From their statements* it is quite clear 
that no part of the conspiracy took place in Delhi. The 
centres of activity were Poona, Bombay* Ahmednagar and 
Gwalior. Del>il was, of course, the terminating point of 
their activity, but by no means its centre; nor do they 
seem to have spent more thsn a day or two at a time, 
and that too only twice between tlie L9th and 30th Jany.
It also clearly emerges from these r.tntotoents that the 
R.S.S. was not involved in It at all. It was a fanatical 
wing of the Hindu Mahasabha directly under Savarker that 
has the conspiracy and saw it thro'ugh. It also appears 
that the conspiracy was llsiited to some ten nen* of whom 
all except two have been got held of. Every bit of these 
statements is being carefully checked up and verlEled and 
scrutinised, and udiere necessary, followed up-, -.SaaJ^vi 
devotes a considerable time every day to It. Senior 
officers of Bombay and C.P. are in charge of the investi
gation. Dolhl Police hardly comes in the picture.

Of course, it is impossible for us at this stage 
to publicise any of these things or to say anything publicly 
about what is being done to unearth Uie conspiracy. Kvary 
item of information that Is being communicated to us 
through sources, known and unknown, real, anonymous or 
pseudonymous, is being investigated. More than 90 per 
cent of these have been found to be Just imagination. Most 
of these have been directed to the activities of R.3.8.aen 
in various centres. tfe have followed this up, and except 
vague allegations that sweets werw^istributed or Joy waa 
expressed, hardly anything of substance has been found in 
them. After having daalt with these matters at first hand 
and disoussad these matters in detail with Sanjavi and 
other officers who are in charge of this investigation, 
including the Public Prosecutor of Bombay, Hr. Pattigarah, 
who has baan advising tha Invastlgators on lagal points,
1 hava coma to tha conclusion that tha conspiracy of Bapu*a 
assassination was not so wida as is ganarally asaumad, but 
was rastriotad to a handful of men who hava baan his anaaias 
for a very consi^^erable time -- tha antipathy oan ba troead 
right to tha tima whan Bapu want for his talks with Jlnnah 
whan Qodsa want on a fast and soma othars of tho eonapiratoro
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w«at to Wardha to prevent hla from colxig. Of course, 
his assassination was weleosMd by those of the R.3.S. 
and the Hahasat^a who were strongly opposed to his way 
of thinking and to his policy. But beyond this, 1 do 
not think it is possible, on the ovldenoe whloh has 
come before us, to Irapllc^te any other members of the 
R.S.S. or the Hindu Mahosabha. *3ie R.S.S. have undoub<- 
tSdly other sins and crimes to answer for, but not for 
this one. If you have any tine, I would be glad to send 
to you Sanjevl and Rana, D.I.O.,C«1«D., Bombay, idio are 
here. Ihey could explain to you the whole case as it 
has emerged from the Investigation* They say they will 
take another ten days or a fortnight, at the end of which 
the case will be ripe for being placed In the hands of 
the Public Prosecutor, As soon as the Public Prosecutor 
is ready, we hope to appoint a Special Judge to try the 
case In Delhi.

As regards the R.8*3.--ln Delhi, I an not aware 
of any prominent men or active workers whom w<? have 
left out. We heor all sorts of reports fron soraebody 
or the other regarding a certain person being an active 
member or not. In some cases, on such reports, arrests 
were made, end we soon found representations coming from 
Congressmen themselves testifyinr to their Congress sym
pathies and nntl-B.S.S. views. V.'e hod to release them.
In other cases, on arrests of R.S.S. people being made 
on similar information, both and the Provincial Govts, 
are being accused of rounding up Innocent people. In 
the case of a secret organisation like the R.S.S. which 
has no records of membership, no reglstermm, etc., securing 
of authentic Information whether a particular Individual 
Is an active worker or not is rendered a very difficult 
task. nevertheless, I am assured lhat practically all 
the important workers of H.3.3. In Delhi have been rounded 
up. Indeed, some knowledgeable people tell roe that we 
have rounded up more than necessary. I havd alreody asked 
Provincial Covernments, Including Delhi, to let us know 
what has been the result of these arrests, how
many have bean arrested, how many hsve been released, 
what has been revealed In searches, etc. As soon as 
these reports omse In, we shall have to consider our next 
step. If there are any key-man who are still at large,
1 should like to know their names, so that we can follow 
^ e a  up.

I quite realiso that Police and the local autho
rities irtio are In Delhi or elsewhere have an appreciable 
number of-H«^.S. sympathisers. Here again , however, the 
difficulty is to locate the men. Whenever I have received 
the least Information about the name and particulars of 
wny R.S.S. men In Obv^mment service, I have communicated
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them to Sanjovl or Uehra. In some cases. Government 
servants In Delhi have already been arrested for K«3.S« 
activities. Delhi's quota of R.S.3. arrests compares 
favourably with that of any other place or province.
1 doubt, therefore, whether the aecmmatlon can be subs
tantiated that Delhi Police or local authorities have 
been Inactive on account of R.3.3. sympathies. However, 
1 shall again have a discussion with iiehra on the 
particular problems which you have mentioned and see 
irtiat further action could be taken.

Yo’irs sincerely.

The Hon. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Prime Minister of India,
17 York Road, HEtf DELHI.
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S E C R E T

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r . 
In d i a .

e n - H ' i - )
New Delhi*26 February 19«8,

You are so terribly busy, and I am pretty welloccupied, that I hesitate to add to your work « 1 f*eel
however that I must tell you what I have had in my mind 
for some days.

While the investigation about Bapu's assassina
tion by Glfodse Is proceeding here and Bombay and else
where, there appears to be certain lack of real effort 
In tracing the larger conspiracy. More and more I have come to the conclusion that Bapu's murder was not em 
Isolated business but a part of a much wider campaign organised chiefly by the R.S.S. A large number of R.S.S. men have been arrested, probably many of them more or 
less innocent. But a considerable number of their key 
men are still abssacd or underground or even sometimes flourishing In the open. Many of these people are In our offices and In the police.' It Is hardly possible to keep anything secret from their group. I was told 
the other day by a responsible police officer that no search could be conducted In secret because previously Intimation always reached the parties concerned.

The Delhi police has apparently a goodly number •_ of s^mspathlsers with the R.S.S. It may not be easy to 
deal with all of them. But I think something more than has been done can be undertaken. I have little doubt 
that the R.S.S. organisation Is still fairly active In many ways and will hit back when It can. To be complacent 
about It' might lead to fresh disaster. I am told that 
they have taken to a number of apparently Innocent activities and are utilising them to keep their organisa
tion In proper trim.

I do not know what exactly to suggest to you.
But I have a feeling of uneasiness about the situation 
In Delhi specially. I think the Police and the local authorities have to be kept up to the mark. They have 
a habit of slackening off after the spurt. What Is more dangerous Is that a number of them appear to sympathise 
with the R.S.S. Hence an Impression Is created that 
nothing very effective Is being done. Effectiveness 
does not mean mass arrests but the singling out of people 
who coxint^ and whose potentlality_fpr mischief Is great.

The Hon'ble Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel.
• -Co.NATIO
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P r i m e  M i n i s t e r . 
In d i a .

New20 February 1948.

Thank you for your letter of the 20th 
February, sending me a number of case diaries 
of Police officers. I am returning these 
diaries.

The Hon*bleSardar Vallabhbhal Patel, 
1 Aurangzeb Road,
New Delhi.
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21. 1. 1»4B 
12 noon

-do- 4
-do- 10»30 p«i

g f  9 U p y

Tughlak^Rped , Sew De3iil. 
-1-1948.

i**«a t> *

B o U e e  Sta'tions-
B.Z.R.Vo. 40 datad 20
Data &  Placa of ooeurrancat- Blrla Uooaa, aftarnoen on20-1-1948.

U/S 4/5 of tba olxploalve aot.
Crown Vas- Uadan Lai Accusad.
Prepared by->- Jaawant S l n ^ ,  0».S.P Haw Delhi.
written at}- Bombay.

1. Sir, Reference previous case diaries of this 
case, I submit, that Supdtt Police Haw Delhi 
ordered, that I and. inspector ifr* Bal Kishan C.I.D., 
should reach Bombay today for the InvestlRatlon-of 
this case by Air. He has arranged for the seats by 
Air for Bombay. He further said that In Bombay 
you should sea Mr. Nagaraala the Deputy Cosaiisalonar 
of Police l.e. Special Branch C.I.O. Bombay,, and 
give him the full facts of this case, who will help 
you, and In Poona, thex^ Is one Hr. Ouirtu,Assistant 
to D. I.Q/C. Z.D. , Hr. Hagarwala will give you 
necessary help. In case Hr. H ^ arwala thinks 
necessary for you to go to Poona, he will depute 
a special Police Officer with you. 
we left Delhi for Bombay by Air.
At this time we reached Bombay City. Zt Is raining, 
we stayed In Universal national SAaturent, and will 
see Mr. Hagarwala tomorrow morning. Case M a r y  
prepared.

21-1-1948. Sd/. Jaswant Singh, D.S.P.

Atteatedi true translation of C.D.datad21-1-1948.

Jaswant Singh, 
B^S»V«
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Cf ‘ h

Ir«B»l«tlon of C«»« Dl»ry d»%«<l

22-] -1948.

•do- d a*iB.

Casa F.I.R.HO. 40 datsd 20-1-19^8.
U/S 4/5 auplooive Act*

Cr» Vs. Vadan Lai aeeuaed.
Prepared byi D. S.P. Jaeeant. Singh- of New Delhi,
written att Bombay*
1. Baference Case Diary of yesterday, I with 
Inspector V. Bal Elshan left for the house of 
Mr. Ragarwala, by a taxi*
2. Reached at the house of Ur, Nagaxnrala.
Mr. Nagarwala met us, and tne full story of this 
case was explained to'his. Ur. Nagarwala after 
hearing the full story of this case said that he had 
information about this case, and he bad a talk with 
the hl^er authorities about this case by telephone.
He had already deputed his special men everywhere,
and for the suspects, about whom he got the Information 
and had also deputed bis men to locate them, and he 
had deputed his men on the Railway Station. He 
further stated that you should see him In his office, 
and we would have furth'er talks there, and he told 
me that he wanted that no one should know about your 
arrival In Bombay, and you should not stay In the 
city. He also said that If the party who is 
responsible for the case will come to know of your 
arrival then the whole plan will be smashed, and no 
arrest will be possible. Further he ordered me to 
remove your uniform and see him again In Maftl In 
his office.

\
▲t this time 1 with Inspector C*Z*D. Delhi, 

reached C.Z.D* Office, Bombay, In a taxi, and 
appeared before Mr. Hagarwala to whom I again gave 
the facts of the case, and also showed to him a written

•’•T-O.
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brief of the Statement of Mahan t.»i aceosad, «lth the 
written footnotes by S»P. Nee Delhi. It was prodoeed 
before Mr* Nasareala, who read It, and kept ite extras 
with him, he returned the original brief, which Is 
attached hereelth*

I again explained the full facts of KABXRA, 
before Mr* Nagarwala, and also I told Mr* Nagarwala, 
that Hadan Lai accused had stated that one of the 
accused was the iflditor of the ^irnl or Hindu Bashtrya 
Newspaper^ tie was of sallow complexion aged 33/34,
5/6" long and It le not known to him that whether he 
Is of Bombay or Poona. Besides these two, I had 
stated the description of three Uaharatas and one Raja 
Sahib. rhelr description was exx^lalned by me to 
Ur. Nagarwala. About Bditor "Hindu Rashtarya” or 
"Aglrnl" and Karkra, special request was made that they 
have been named by their co-accused, therefore, they should 
be' arx^sted first so 'that we may be able to get the 
clue of the others from them*
22-1-1^48 11/30 P.M. Mr. Nagarwala stated that his 
information Is that there are more persons In this party* 
This party le of about 25 persons, all are responsible 
for this conspiracy. Special arrangements for the 
arrest of Ksirkra have bebn made in Bombay and in Poona, 
Ahmednagar* About the other suspects, they have located 
3 or 4 at present, but our scheme is to first locate 
all, and then their a^rdat will be carried out* If 
at present we will arrest 3 or 4 from them, by doing 
this we will not succeed in the arrest of others*

About Ahmednagar, he said that he will accompany 
us, when he will get the Information, but you should 
nat go there now* He then sent for Mr*- KARGAOMNAR 
Inspector C*I*D*, Bombay, who csme inside his office* He
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order'ed bis lnsp«c'tor to arrange for/4o5glng at a place, 
where nobody can know about our arrival* aleo
inetructed ue, not %o give our Delhi address in Hotel's 
register and in our presence, he contacted one Police 
Officer on 'phone at Ahmednagar and also got New Delhi 
Immediate trunk call booked, for D.I»G*, C.X.D* Poona*
He aleo said that he would first conaalt the H*M. , Bombay, 
and then be will take further action against the 
accused*
22-l»1948* 2 P*M* At this time we reached at the 
House of Inspector llr. Kargaonkar, CZD., Bombay, with 
our kite, and staiyed in one room in the said Inspector's 
flat*
22-1-19^* 4 D .m * At this time we reached the CID 
Office, Bombay, ar>d Inspector, CID., Bombay, said that 
your presence here is not required; so we returned to 
hie house and reached his house*
22-l~w8. 74p .m . At this time, Mr, Kargaonkar, Inspector 
of PollceT CID., Bombay, with Deputy Inspector and Sub- 
Inspector came back to hie house and he said tnat they 
have located few suspects, and have deputed their Police 
for the other suspects, who are not located as yet* He 
is definite that they will succeed in tracing all the 
suspects*

For Karkra and the Sditor of "Agami" or 
"Hindu Rashtso'ya” newspaper, he said that one Inspector, 
Police, from Ahmednagar is coming tomorrow and will come 
to know about those two and then will arrange for their 
arrests*
a2«l»li>4S. 8 P*M* ^  Slept at Inspector CID'a Bombay house* 
Case Diary prepared and kept*

3d* Jaswant Singh 
D*S*P*Attested} true translation of C*D* dated 28«1«A8*

3ingh, D.
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23-1-48,
lOtA.M.

23-1-48 
11 A»y«

23-1-48, 12 A.M.

Oraalation of Dtmry d ^ f  d 8a-l-4»^

F.l.R. Bo. 2 40 d/ 20-1-1948.

C j 6

U/S 4/5 Sxploelve Aot,F.S. Tuablak Road.
’vrlteri
'written*

D.S.P. Jaswant 
at BccDbay.

Singh.

Sir,
Reference Case Diary dated 22-1-48, I sutiftlt that at 

tble time I with Uallk Bal Klshan Inspector, Delhi, and 
lir. Ke;rgaonkar, Inspr. CID. , Bombay, reacned the CID Office, 
Bombay, and met Mr. Magarwala who gave lists of passengers 
wbo left Bombay for Delhi from 13-1-1948 to 20-1-1948 
and said that be Is going for an urgent work, he Is coming 
back within no time and will, give further Instructions.

1 have gone through these statements and nothing 
fruitful came to my notice at present.

Mr. Kargaonkar, Inspr. CID., Bombay, Informed ua 
tnat Inspr. of Police from Ahmednagar has sjrrlved and he 
has been sent back again by the D.C. Mr. Hagarwala with 
special Instruction. Karkra Is not there. Inspector 
Police Ahmednagar has been ordered to sesiroh the Sdltor 
required In this case, CID., Bombay, has also received 
similar orders about the eesrch of 8dltor of "Agaml" 
or Hindu Rashtarya Hewepaper.

At this time, I enquired about the prc^vlous history 
of Karkra from Inspector of Police, Bombay, and requested 
him to give me some Idea of hie Information about the 
culprits of this case.

On this. Inspector CID., Bombay* said that\ Ksrkra* s 
full name Is V.R. Karkra who Is a Proprietor of the 
Deccan Quest House, Ahmednagar. He Is a prcmlxtent.worker 
of the Hindu Manasabba and a social worker. He used to go 
to refugees In Chambor Camp. His connections are with the

P.T.O.

NATIO
NAL A

RCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



• 2.

12 .30  p.j

S3-1-48 3 P.H*

bifi leattors ot the U.M.S. The following are his Co-acoused 
and aesoclatesi *

1. Mr. BAPg; of Poona, a worker of the H.lf.S.
2. Autar Singh, Punjabi Sikh of Amritsar (now proprietor, 

Sher-Punjab Hotel, Bombay^* He is the man who supplies arms 
and arremges for the collection of arms. He is under arrest 
and was In Jail before this occurrence.

3. Hr. TALWAR of Karachi now In Bombay.
4. Ur. BalraJ Hehta of Lahore (now Snlvajl Park, Bombay).
All the above parsons are workers of the H.U.5. and 

they often work with KaHKRA in such matters, and Inspector 
hesitated to give further details.

At this time, D.C. Bombay arrived in the office, and he 
said that he is doing his beet for the arrest of these 
suspects, and further remarked that you are not required 
here at present} when required, he will call you, and he 
ordered,that you should go back to Delhi. At this stage, 
again a request was made, that according to our accused 
statement, KARKHA and the Î d̂ltor of "Agarni" or**Hindu 
Rashtarya" are named In his statement, if they are arrested 
they should be sent to Delhi, who agreed with. Further 
the D.C. Bombay instructed us, that at your arrival in 
i>elhi you should inform the Bombay police about the further 
development from the statement of Uadan Lai accused.

At this time a brief note on this case with the 
neme and description of the accused wanted in this case 
was handed over to the Inspector, CID., Bombay* A request 
was made again that he should -Inform us about tns arrest 
of Karkra eukd the Sdltor of "Agami**’̂ md he will arrange to 
send them to Delhi.

'MB left Bombay by train. *

Sj. Jaswant Singh 
D.S.P.

Motet 24«1>1948» Arrived at Oalbi. Case Diary
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prepared and kept

Sd. Jaswant Sinj^,D. S.P.
Atteetedi true translation ot C«D. dated23-1-1948.

Jaswant ^In^. D.S.P.
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Bew Delhi.
VBtli Pebru«4Ty,1®48.

X :xm sending herewith copy of Uie translation of 
Case dixies of o-'flc«rs of the Delhi Police .*io wtfre asked to go to Bombay immediately after the bomb explosion In Blrl» house on the 20th January and effect the arrests of 
persons mho had been Implicated by Madan Lalj tho culprit.You will notice that they had definite instructions to 
arrest the persons named by him, that they approached the Bombay Police with that request more th-n once but the 
Bombay Police felt that all the conspirators should be located 
and t h m  their arrest should be effected. You will also notice txiat the Bombay Police did attempt to round up Uiese 
p.-rsons but the latter somehow eluded the attempts of the Bombay Police to locate them. On the 25th January when the 
two officers deputed for the purpose filially returned to Delhi and made their report to Ban.jevl, tli« latter sent 
for Ranu, 0»I.U. of Police, C.I.D. Bombay, who was at Delhi at the time in connection vlth the Conferttnce of Irovlnclal 
C.I.D. Chiefs, gave him a copy of Uadan Lai's statonent and 
iiiformed him o: the attempt^ 'hlch had been made by the Delhi Police to arrest the coj spirators and the reasons for the same. On the 26th Ur. Rana left for Bombay.
2. 1 myself would not like to create any intorat^ rovli^c ial dispute on this issue, but 1 thought 1 should let you know the facts In view of ti.e oft^repeated allegation' that efforts 
nad not been made to trace tlic coi.spirators named bybiadan Lai, particularly Oodsa «^o was described by him 1: toad
of being named. I thought I would let you know the history of the attempts made by the Delhi police to roi.nd them up.The attitude of the ixtmuay Police officers Is understandable. 
There was certainly a grave risk of the other conspirators 
going underground If only some wore arrested' even though they could be located. Being wise after the event we might Call 
It at worst an error of Judgement, but I feel that even the 
best of us .are liable to fall In that error.
3. I should be glad If you would kindly returii to me ' the enclosure.

Yours sincerely.

The Ron* ble pandit Jawahurlai Nehru, 
prime Ministor of India,
y »
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gBGHSC NO.-J5XB D.O. 61/48.
In telligence Bureau. '

(HOME DEPARTMENT.) 
G O V E R N M E N T  O F  I N D I A .

 ̂ ..... latH gebruaiy

lay u.ear ^adicar,
X eaclose, for h .U*s î ifbnna'tlon, copies of case 

alarles aateu. ^1.1.43, 2^,1.43 add 26.1.48, written by Mr.jasworit 
oxn^ ,x)y .6.P. ,ueim, wdo was sent by air wltb inapr.Balj^rishan of 
tbe jelnl c .i .d . on 21.1.48 to Bombay i‘or enq^ulrles In ret̂ axxi to 
tne stateuieat mane by MaO-an L>al on tne nlgbt of 20.1.48. The 
Case alarles were wvrltten by ur.Jaswant finish in uraa and the>« - 
translations vOt> up herewith axe also his.

2. Ur/ jasw2(ht 2lnt^ saw iiJS'On the luomlnts of 25.1.48 
ana report ea to ue v^at he had said In these case oleirles. i 
then sent for ilr. Baha, li.l.G-. iC.!.!). ,Poona, who was camplnt^ 
at Delhi at the tluje In aon.iectlon with the Conference of 
D.Is.G-. ,0.x .D. In tne intellltsence Bureau, t̂ ave him a copy of 
Uanan l.al*s detailed statement ana told him vihat all ur.Jaswant 
Sln^h naa reportea tu me ana stated In his case alarles. 
i.h'. Kana left the next aay for Bombay.

Yours sincerely.

.G. sanj^l)(T
V.8hanj£ar,ss^r. ,x.C.8. *Private secretary to the Hon*ble uember, 
home Se l.B>, New Delhi.
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O ff ic e  c4‘ the In s p e c to f-  
G enera l o f  P o l i c e ,

D e liii P r o v in c e . \

::o: I(JP .D .U .3 i /48. i;ev; D e lh i,
4 th  Pebru^ry 1948.

Liy d ee r _.hftn.krr,

R e feren ce  your s>^cret >x 

p erson a l D. doited 4th  :;’ebrupry 194b.

I  en c lo se  a n ote sen t to  ::ie 

by hehre v jith  my c o v e r in '' n o te .

Yours s in c e r e ly .

(T . j .D e i i je / i )

7. ^hani:r;r,D. I .G .C . ,  
p r iv v t e  ^ecrci^ury t o  the 
■*' ^ lo n 'o le  M in is te r  f o r  

hone A f f a i r s ,  
l«ev; D e lh i.
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O ffice of the Inapector-General o f Police, 
Delhi Prorince.

I  enclose a note in regard to  the protection a rran ^- 

nents madê  at B irla  House a fter the explosion of the • bomb 

at tile prayer meeting on 20,1.48. Ihe note is  submitted by 

the Deputy Inspector-Genei-el of P o lice , Delhi.

2. On the evening when the offence was committed the 

f'ollowing s ta f f  was on duty:- '

( i )  1 Assistant 3ub-Insp^tor, 2 Head Constables and
16 Constables Tiiiforme'd P o lice .

( i i )  1 Suh-Inspect or, 4 Head Constables and 2
Constables in p lain -clothes, a l l  armed with 
revolvers.

( i i i )  3 plain-clothes men on the path leading frcm
Birla House to  the p ltce where prayer meeting 
wa s held .

( i v )  s'biall detachment of troops for moving patrols 
a l l  round the compound.

3. . Ihe 1 Assistant Jub-Inspectcr, 2 Head Constables and 

16 Consta oles v^ere employed at the entrance to  Birla House 

and at various important points near the main building and 

at the place where the prayer meeting was held. The 1 

hub-Inspect(X*, 4 Head Constables end 2 Constables in p la in 

clothes and armed with revolvers, were deputed for personal' 

protection and were posted mixed with the crowd at the 

prayer meeting. The ij: duty was to watch suspicious 

characters and act promptly to  prevent an offence. Ihe 3 

p lain-clothes men on the path to the prayer meeting were 

employed fo r  the pxirpose of spotting possible offenders.

The uniformed p o lice  at the gate had instructions to  stop 

a l l  persons about when there was any d ou b t.T b s  police 

f e l t  that they should search every person going into the 

ofi^poiind fo r attending the prayer meeting and at other 

times. Both the Deputy Inspector-GSeneial of Police  and tbe
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S«p«^sdnteiident of Police .personally took tnis matter up, 

but they were prevented frcm doing anything. I t  v̂ qs a 

question of*any such action on the part of the police 

would not be tolerated^ Therefore , short, of searcning 

persons everything possible was done. 'The attack was 

sudden and from a posture which vjas intended to  prevent 

interference from tne police and t:ie people around him.

4. The police o fiic e rs  on duty were fu lly  instructed

in the description o f the men who ',/ere ’with Lladan .

when the bomb exploded, and they v/ore to ld  to keep a sharp 

look-out for those men. The descriptions j^iven by'Iladan 

Lai were most meagre and did not /ivc' ^ny correct idea

of the iden tity oi the accused. ihe G.I.D. and the 

unifoimed police were combing th§ c ity  fo r tnese men.

5. 'The bomb exploded on the aOth evening. Late that 

night, Uedan Lai made a stf-tement, implicating six others, 

of whom he knew the name of only one. In r̂ .’gerd to  two, 

he gave a vague description of the ir appas’ence . On the 

Elst afternoon, a deputy Superintendent of Police and an 

Inspected were floiivn to  i3ccabr.y " ith  a copy of the state

ment ma le by Ladan Lai. They contacted Mr. lltciervals , 

the Deputy Coiiinissioner of P o lice , ~pecial ortneh, G.I. D., 

Bciabey, end put nim in full-possession o f a l l  facts, known 

to  them so fa r . ^J?hese t\̂ o o ffic ers  were not clloivcd to 

make any enquiries and they e llege  tnat they ’ ’are ij )t 

even permitted to move out fre e ly . I  now'gvther that Mr. 

Kagarvale did t.iis , as he feared that theproBcnce of 

police o ff ic e rs  frcaa Delhi“ would oe e set-beck to  his 

e ffo r ts  in tracing the absconding men^ Tv̂ o d&ys a fter 

that, the two o ffic e rs  returned to Dalhi end brought no

 ̂ information o f any kind.^ the 25th, I  ga'™ the 

Deputy Inspector-General of Po lice , C .I.D ., Hcmbay, a
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copy oi : de',8iled statement made by Kadan le l.^^a went 

to bottbay on the 27th evening. Un e rr iv a l as arranged, 

he and Ivir. i^agarvela contacted me on the truxik-telephone, 

lilr. Kc'^arv la promised to send me a le t te r  by a ir  the 

next mornin,f̂  ̂, with a copy to the peputy Inspector-General 

of P o l i c e ,  ^ . x .D . , Poona. I  received no le tte r, t i l l  the 

1st morriinr,  \;;ien an o ff ic e r  from Bcmbay brought a copy 

of a l e tU  jabid to have been sent on the 30th. I  enclose 

a coijy o; iz for information. I t  contained no information 

about assassin. ___

(T.G. .ianjevi^
Ins p e c t or -  Ge ne r  a 1-.
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8ino« Mahataaa Gandhi's arrivalih D«lhl during the 
second week of Sept^eoberf 1947y a guard of 1 Head Constable 
and 4 Foot Constables had been posted at the Blrla House 
The main duties of the guard were to see that huge mobs 
did not gather Inside or In the vicinity of Blrla House 
so as to be a source of annoyance to Gandhlji, and to deal 
wlth~oceaslonal people vrtio objected to recitations from 
the Quran Sharif in Oandhijl's prayer meetings*

The bomb outrage at the Blrla House occiorred on . 
20.1.4Stand the Police guard of 1 H*C* and 4 P.Cs was 
Iramedlate'ly increusod to 1 A.S*I* - 2 H*Cs and 16 P.Gs.
In addition to this^a plain-clothes staff of 1 S.I. - 
H.Cs and 2 F.Cs (all armed 'vlth revolvers)' was also

C. v^/n^ detailed for duty* The Police on duty had f’lll instruct- 
^  Ions to watch people as they went In and to interrogate

suspicious-looking persons* The undfori-iod Police and the 
plaln'~<3lothes reaction were also to patrol tlie grounds of 
‘the Blrla House and the Inunedlate vicinity so as to ensure 
that no suspicious persons were lurking about the place* 

Imsedlately after the bomb outrage, Mr* Bhatla 
Supdt. Police, Kew Delhi, Interviewed Mr. BriJ Klshan 
Chanddwala, one of Oendhljl's secretaries^and also other 
members of the staff* Mr. Bhatla stated that a more 
strict supervision over the' visitors to the prayer meetings; 
was re<i\ilred and suggested that the Police on duty should 
search suspicious looking persons* This suggestion was 
not ogroed to by Gamdhljl's staff with the renarks that 
Bapu would never tolerate such a state of affairs* This 
remark was repeatod to the D.I*0* on the 21st January when 
he had a similar conversation with Mr* BrlJ Kishan • nie 
D*I*0* aleo saw Oaadhijl and suggested a stricter sereenlnf 
of vieltors to the prayer raeetirigs* Oandhijl would not 

, hear of this and sold that his life was in the hands of 
Ood an0 that if he had to die no precautions could save 
him* These faote were reported to the Xnspoctor^Oeneral 
of Police and It was agreed that short of searching

(next si
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-  2 -  , _______________

going in l^e pray«r loeating all possible steps should be 
taken by the Police on duty to ensure*Handhiji*s safety*. 
Instructions on these lines were given to the Police 
Officers on duty* - •

In addition to these precautions it was decided 
that the Supdt* of Police, New Delhi, would personally 
attend the prayer meeting as far as possil^e* The D«I*Q*~. ' * 
hlraself started attending the prayer meeting till he fell 
ill on the 24th January* The Supdt* of Police, N*Delhi 
attended the prayer meeting daily^but could not do so on 
thi) fateful day^.04 ̂ e had an important appointment in 
connection with the threaten^g stidke of some workers of 
the Central P.W*D*

In accordance with aandhlji*s custom he would 
walk to -the- prayer meeting at about 5 P*M* everyday* Near 

■ the meeting place people woxtld form a huiaan corridor from 
which Gandhiji would pass while people would touch his feet 
and pay their homage in other foras* It was stated that 
the. assassin^Qodsey^also bent down as if to touch Gandhiji'aj 
feet and then iraniediately fii^d three shots at him with his I
automatic pistol* Plain clothes policemen and policemen j

I
in uniform were present on the spot but t̂ ie dastardly act 
was done within a couple of seconds and before anybody 
c(/tild foresee what he kss doing* The man was insaediately 
arrested by the members of the public and~the jwllce aal'his 
wmapon was talean into possesslon'T It> could be thus seem 
that' all praeacutions, possibls tnvier ths ciroumatancas, 
ware taken by the local polica but fx^om the verjrnatmre of 
things, the great tragedy was ^avertable*

As mantloned above the bomb outrage oeourred on 
20*1*48* The accused Uadan L a i  was iMediately a r r ^ e t e *

and intarrogated by the Police* He made a statemeat la 
which he mentioned that the foUowlag persons were in the 
conspiracy to kill Oandhijl «-

1) Karkare *2) MaharaJ*3) A Marhatta of the deeoription •• Smllow oomplemlam heifht 6'-6** - aged 33/34* gemereTl.y keeps muffler round hia fees and meek* _
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4 )  Another M erhatta  o f  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  -  S a llo w  aomplesdcn 
S tron g b u i l t ,  lo n g  fa c e ,  keeps lo n g  f t ig l is h  fa sh ion ed  
h a i r . i  Prom inent e y es  -  h e ig h t  age 22 y e a rs .
Speaics M arh a ttl*

6 )  S ex tan t o f  Ho. 4 .
6 ) Another U arh atta .

P a r t ic u la r s  o f  th ese  p eop le  w ere conveyed t o  a l l  

P o l i c e  O f f i c e r s ,  and s p e c ia l  s t a f f s  wore d e t a i le d  t o  tra c e  

persons o f  such d e s c r ip t io n  and to  a r r e s t  them. In t im a t io n  

about the green  ca r in  which th e  accused had gone to  the 

back o f  the B l r la  House had a ls o  been g iv e n  to  th e  Junna 

B r id ge  ^ d  o th e r  t r a f f i c  p o in ts .  "^As i t  now appears from  

G odsey 's  sta tem en t, th e  ca r  In  <i^iestlon was a T a x i w hich- 

had taken the accused npto Connaught C ircu s o n ly . As . i t  

would appear from  G odsey 's  s ta tem en t* Apte and Godsey l e f t"V
D e lh i the same n igh t  by Howrah Express a t  10 P.M . l . e .  even 

b e fo r e  Uudari L a i had agreed  t o  make a c o n fe s s io n . K arkare 

and o th ers  p robab ly  a ls o  l e f t -  a t  about the same tim e because 

th e  P o l ic e  ra id ed  tlie  Marina H o te l and the Hindu Hahasabha 

Bhawan In  search  o f  those persons Immedlu-tely a f t e r  Mcidan La i 

had g iv e n  p a r t ic u la r s  o f  h is  fe llo w ^ g io n p ira to r s  but fo\md 

th a t  the accused had a lre a d y  l e f t *  Accordinjg t o  G od sey 's

sta tem en t a ls o ,  he r e c e iv e d  a message In  Bombay a cou p le  o f  

days a f t e r  a r r iv in g  th e re  th a t  K arkare had reached Bombay 

P ro v in c e  s a fe ly *

As soon as i t  appeared from  Uadan L a i 's  s tatem ent 

th a t  the p lo t  to  k i l l  G andhiJ i hud been hatched In  Bombay. 

P r o v ln c e ^ lt  was d ec id ed  in  ccm su lta tin n  w ith  th e  In s p e c to r *  

G enera l o f  P o l ic e ^ th a t  a Dy. Supdt. P o l ic e  and an In s p e c to r  

should be flo w n  to  Bombay arid take imree'tiate s tep s  th e re  to  

' t ra c e  ^ the peop le  named by Madcui L a i*  S . Jaawant S ingh ,

D .S .P . and In sp e c to r  B a lk r ish an  l e f t  D e lh i on th e  2 i s t .  Jany.i 

by -a ir f o r  Bombay,and th e te  approached U r. N agarw ala , Dy* 

C oB B lss ioner o f  S p e o ia l Branch* A cco rd in g  to  S .Jaswant 

S ingh,M r* Hogarwala t o ld  them n o t  t o  tatc* a c t io n  op t h e i r  own 

bu t le a v e  th e  m atter e n t i r e l y  *in  th e  hands o f  th e  Bombay 

S p e o ia l Branch. D e v e r ip t io n s  o f  the accused and -ether 

m a te r ia l  ga ined  from  Madan L a l* s  sta tem en t ware g iv e n  to
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U r. N agarw ala . A copy o f  Uadan La l*B  s ta te e im t  was

a ls o  g lv a n  t o  U r. Rana» D .X .O ./ C .I .D . Bombay Provtnoa '* 

on t lie  26th  J a zm a^  whan ha f la w  back t o  Bombay from  

D a lh l.  ,

I t  I s  n o t knovrn what s ta p s  w are takaz\ by tha  

Bombay S p a c la l Branch to  t r a c e  th e  paop la  mantionad by 

Uadan L a i  but I t  would appaar from  Q od sey 's  statam ant 

th a t  ha and Apta ramainad In  Bombay tT o m  th e  23rd t i l l  

28th  January. A cco rd in g  t o  Oodsay, ho ra tu m a d  to  

D e lh i tty a i r  on 2 8 .1 .4 8  and s ta yed  most o f  h is  tim e In  

th e  W a it in g  Room a t  th e  Da3Lhl Uain R a ilw a y  S tg t lo n .

His boddlnc and handbag ware xwcovarad from  tha F i r s t  

Class W aitin g  Room o f  th e  R a ilw a y  S^.atlon*

t t U .
1 - 2 - 1948.

mf

NATIO
NAL A

RCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



M y :/ A

'1

p«0.ae.
of tho ~Of* C.— lool— r of P^laot •m o IoI Brrnndhm C*I*D*.

^  ^  « ioBoarf I M S *

■f door Hr*
Z OB horovlth ottliBittiad o brlof roport — 

oboot tbo ooqolrioo In Beabof in connoetlMi vlth tbo 
ottOBpt on tbo Ilfo of aohotsojl on 21*1*48 ot O o ^ *
This is outeltiod OS por oor eonrorsotlon on tbo 
tolopbono*
2* Ho4onlol*s stotosfont oppoorod in tbo proso
to tbo offoet tbot bo bod eeao fron Bcnbojr* Aftor 
tbot, InTostlcotloQS wore tokon In bond forthwith*
In tbo courao of prollnlnory InTOStlgotlons, nonos o f  

ono BAUUJ HBHTA, ono KABXABX, ono TALWAb« ono BADOB, 
ono ATTAR8I2QH, ono CBATAR and ono 60101ATH KAPOOR 
tronsplrod* Out o f  tboso, Awtorslnch is undor orrost* 
CboTon is Also nndor orrost* Xhbjr oro both dotolnodN
undor tbo Bonboy Public Socurlty boosuros Act* BolroJ 
■ohto bos boon idontifiod ond o troll bos boon 
orgonlsod oftor bin* Soomotb wos soon in Bonbojr* but 
it bos not pot boon posslblo to orgoniso o 24»hour 
troll* This^^lng ottondod to* Korkoro ond Bodgo 
oro tbo two boborosbtrlon conponions of tbo oboy■■ sntionod 

I BolroJ ond Sonnoth wbo oro both Punjobls* Bodgo wos 
soon in Ahaodnogor throe doys ogo. Bowowor* it is 
now loomt tbot bo bos loft Abnodnogor* Z bowo nodo 
orrongoMonts to bring two infomonts frea Abnodnogor 
to Benboy who know both Korkoro ond Bodgo so os to 
boTo then idontifiod ond orrostod* Korkdro*s ronddswous 
in Bonboy is known to ns ond if bo conss to Bonboy 
it Boy bo posslblo to orrost bin* Tolwor bos not yot 
boon idontifiod* Beworor, bo is known to Onr eo^toot 
ond SBqnirlos in tbdt rospoot oro «
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3. Wrmt thm invAstltatloos mmdm mo tor it is
i M n t  tb*t thorm tm^m gong of SI Ponjabia Waba^ 
raabtriaaa with About 20 vorkara waAor aaeh naabay oT 
tlM gaac* Tba praaaat ebjaot of tha faiMtlen ot 
tbla gang la to ouat out Muallua and all tboaa aba 
ara In raaour of Kualljia froai tba Indian Oblaa*
To aeblaaa thia objaat of tba gaagy tba/ baaa 
eallaetad waapona of all aorta Ibeiudlag boaba* Zt la 
alao laarnt tbat an ax^CoX* Moban 81ngh of Z*g«A« baa 
organlaad tba i^ole gang and ba baa auppcrt of tba 
AkaXl Dal laadar baatar Tara 6angb« Z autnlt tbat 
tbla InfonatlOTi atlll ranalna to ba earroboratad 
and praradt but tha aourca fron ahlcb I hara raealrad 
tbla Infomatlon nay ba ragardad aa inpaacbabla and 
llkaXy to ba tma* Sonnath Kapoor and Balraj Habta 
wara aetlra-undarground'aerkara In Zt ia al'ao
Xaamt that a Blkh' TOfugaa was aant by tbla g a ^  to 
^th» apaakar of tbO O.P.Aoaaably for furthar oanaadta- 
tleoa aa to tbalr plan of eanpalgn^ Zt appaara tbat 
tba opinion anongat tha aanbara of tba gang la tbat 
It o U ^  ba aaay to win orar tha Dalhl Pollea ( Z naan 
no dlaraapaot to anybody In particular and Z an writing 
with all ay dua raspact and ragard to Dalhl Pollea^ 
but X aa Juat axpiraaaing idiat tha foaling In tba local ■ 
naabara of tha gang la*) and €6 kidnap Qaadbljl* Iba 
8ikh aant to 0*P. Spaakar waa In tbla coanaetlon* Tbla 
nan la axpaotad to ratum In a day or two*
4* Z again rapaat tbat tbla la tba only 1 nfiifa
tlon wa bawa eallaatad ao far and wa ara working an It 
to aaa how far It la trua* 3a bawa not ^rra^tad anybody 
and wa bawa bad no napna of warlfying wbat our aontaat 
talla ma* Tbla m a t  await till wa raaeb a ataga 
wban wa arrodt^dcac paa^a and tbay ara awailabla far 
na to gwaatlon tban*
3* Tba gang la allagad to paaaaaa anangat atbar

- J -
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M O  cvna and 8 lakh» rownda

aMsalMoA.* Our eontaet hmrm la balnc «atab«d bgr
tha vorkara of tha saag and It la with graat dlffl- 
awltgr that wa ara ahla to eootaat hla« Hewawar, ao 
far wa hawa aada a fal,r prograaa though wa would 
Ilka to hawa aada battar prograaa than wa hawa nada 
ao far* Tha ganaral pollex X proposa to follow - 
aad^r* Rana O.X.C. c;i.D. Poona agraaa with m« - 
la that wa ahenld flratarraat Karkara and Badga*
Thalr arraata ara not llkaly to rousa any ausplelon 
anongat tha nawbara of tha gang aa Karkara* a. nana 
haa tranaplrad In tha atatawant of Madanlal, and 
Badga la alwaya with'Karkara and thay ara known to 
tha pollca to ba good frlanda. Mr* Rana alao agraaa 
with aa that tha arraat of othara ahould await till 
all tha infozmution collactad by tha Dalhl PolioWf

5^  tha Poona ProwLnelal C.I»D. and by tha Bombay 
City Pollca la pooled together and a Joint and 
alknltanaona aetlon In all parta of tha country 
ahould ba taken* The H.k.U.r. of tha Bombay Ooram> 
want and Mr* Rana have antruatad the Inwaatlgatlons 
of tha case to m^ aa far aa It conoama thla Prowlnea* 
Raadlaaa to aay, I and my offlea'ra ara trying our 
baat and I hawa arary hope of producing aoma conerata 
raaults.
6* Z am sanding a copy of thla'D*0* to Hr* Rana
for hla Information*

Zonra alnearaly^
Sd/ j*D*Hagarvala*

( J *D*M a ga rra la )

T *0 *B am jaw l»B M *fZ *P * • 
n t r e e t d r ,  taB dU lgam aa Buraau,HlBlatvy af Mama iffalratOawmramamt af India*

Caagr farwardsd with -c< *C*i*D**Poona* for lnf<
Pollca*
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A ssa ssin  M akes Statem ent To Police
O r g r a n i s e d  P l o t  T o  Kill 

C o n g r e s s  U e a d e r s
<Bjr O ur Stall Correspondeat)

DELHI, Sunday.— Narayar. Vinayak Oodse, the at>aas?in 
o f MahatTna Gandhi, is alleged to have Involved a  prontin'. nt 
leader o f the Hindu MaHasabha in the conspiracy to mUrder 
Oandhiji. when he was interrogated at length by a sSnior 
officer o f  the Criminal Investigation Department in Delhi.

On the strength o f  Uie lav estigatlMis made so far, ube 
anthoiities, it la believed, have reached the conclusion tnht 
the recent abortive attempt o^ th « life  o f GandhIJt, the aiTCst 
of a man with hand-grenades « t  Amritsar at a meeting ad
dressed by Paadtt Nehm  and Gandhiji's — -  ^re 
parh- o f a deep-laid conspiracy on the part o f  an organised 
gang to murder pipmlnent Congress leaders.

The members o f the gang arc reported to be operating 
Bombay, East Punjab, Delhi and West Bengal. They aie

believed to be in po^ession of
The persons recently arrested 

ai Amritsar and those arrested on 
•uaplctoD in  Bombay , axkd Poona 
w;:i be brought here. The ser
vices- o f tn>o high C.I.O. oOulals- 
'.avc been secured for Interroga- 
lor. and investigation.
Two police officers from  Delni 

.nve already le ft tor Poona wiUl 
t copy Of the statement made by 
iouae Where a number o  ̂ ar
rests and searches are exp-teted 
to be made.

IrAtructtoiis have already ocen 
sent to rhe Ueada o( the police 
■ administration in Poona, isomuay. 
EwSt Punjab and West Bmgsl to 
g<raue their own Inquiries and 
to depute expert officials to carry 
or the investigation aod «o keep 
a strict survalience on the acti
vities of suspected persona.

11 Is be:ieved that although the 
lot al police have obtained a re
mand of 14 days..the investlga'lon 
iH'noi likely to be completed wUh<n 
this period and a further remand 
o( OocIhc to judicial lock up wdi 
be applied for after February 14. 
Similarly, the period of remand of 
M.xianlal. who waS. ArresUd to 
ei'iinectlon with the bomb expio- 
s.»n In Blrla House. wlIT be extend 
cC. Ihe remand will expire en 
February 3.

Meanwhile. Delhi police are 
making frantic effoets to srr-tst 
seine o f the associates o f uodse 
ai.d Madanlal. who arc b.-llcvixl to

and ammunitions.

It is ruvealed the 
alio provided thi 
clue to this plot.

t Madanlal h...u 
I po.tca wtvh-jt 
>n the itrsngUi 

o* wiiicn a iiign police Official 
Of Delhi told Mahatma Oandhi 
mat In view of an organised cons- 
p'facy to take his life, the jtol'cc 
should be permitted to search tne 
persons alU-ndlng his prayer meet- 
liTgH Oandhljl did not agree to 
*t:.c proposal. .

A strong contingent of police m 
plain c oUws. had. however. 

, ■>«-• n posted In and around Bir.a 
- Iloum to keep a strict watch on 

parsons attending the pray.ir*.
According to his- ■ atatament. 

j Ordsr arrive i here on January 'sS 
b] train and travelled In a second 
cakvs compartment In' reeponae Ui 
a letter alleged to have been

' written from "somewhere
t-v ik . •» “ - - -- - . -
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rl^HE ASSASSIN
> f  Our SpecUU Correspoodest)

i Oundhlii's aUeg*d MS«Mt9 sat in a 
dark imUghtod room at the Tughlak 

I Road polica atation. When 1 saw him 
'h e  was wearing a white shirt, a blue 
i pullover, grey trouser* and a khaki - 
I jacket.
- Blood was pouring from his tote- 
■ hesNl and had practically covered the 
whole left side of his face. This 1 was 
told was due to the blows which the ' 
spectatnra had heaped upon him. Th» 
police told me that contrary to the • 
original report the assassin, had not 
tried to shoot himself but some near 
by spectators who saw him shootins > 
at Oandhiji had pounced upon him 
and mauled him. , .

The alleged aaaassin Was handcufl 
ed. He got up from hia seat when 1.

, saw him. He gave hia name aa Nathu 
I Ram and said that he came from 
Poona. He gave kls age as 25. but he 
looked considerably older.

I **Not At All Sorry**
When asked whether he had any- ! 

thing to say., IM smiled blandly and ' 
repliM: ''Por-'tM present J only went ; 
to say that I anr not at all sorry for r 
what I have donk The rest I will cv [ 
Plain In ^urt," |

The -police disallowed any furthei | 
■ auastlosttng of the prisoner. M t I un 
I aerstand that currency note* of thr 
j value of about Rs 400 were touiwl In 1 h-s Doasession
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Kl-nd friends belonging bo all Sections 'of the people 
and from all over India and abroad have been sending tike 
messages of sympathy and condolence on* the ixreparable 
loss which the nation *has suffered on account of dandbiJL's 
death. It is Impossible for me to acknowledge these messages 
individually. 1 would, therefore, req..;:=t them to,accept 
this message in grateful acknowledgment of thier kindness, 
viandhiji belonged to-î the nation, indeed to all man-*klnd; 
individual sense of loss is, therefore, submerged in 
international mourning. Sorrow shared is sorrow soothed.
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