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f^ R iM E  M i n i s t e r . 
I n d i a .

SSCRaT <Sr P.JRSQI^AL 

Hew D eTh K -

2 9  Dece inbei ’ 1 9 4 7 .

rViank y>u  Tor y o u r  l e L U n r  oT t h e  2 9 tl'i 
all  .uL A jm e r .  I  uj.- s o r r v  Sharikar Fx'a.'ia'l ha-s ' e l b  
a t  a l l  i o y s t l ' ’ l e d  o r  u p s ^ t  o r - tm a j^ in e ' l  tViat t h e r e  
wap any  - tn iu l i ’y *  w'riole o b j e c t  o f  l e n g a r

• -V g o i n ; : . t h e r '  v a s  t-J conv-ey my p e r s o n a l  r e g r e t  a t _
' 'v i n a b i l i t y  t o  go  an'l my p e r s o n a l  i t j t e r e s t  to  
th e  v a r i o u s  nr »ople c o n c e rn e d  wno w ere  much a g i t a t e d .  
îx1 t e  a p a r t  ‘ ro.n t>i*J ' a c t ,  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  the  

'• ius li ' i ' i  o '  A j ’iter w e re  t e r f i T i e d  and w e r e  l e a v i n g  
III l a r g e  n in'uers. As I  had t o l d  you  i  h a v e  r e c e i ' - ’ cd 

'm ro  IJnd a ' s o ,  -a-w»ng them L‘rf>n' P r o ' .  
MaVc^anl, t o  v i s i t  A jm e r  Ittui l a  t e l  y  in  o r d e r  t o  
c a l r .  do>''n - t i t e -ap j j r eh en s  i  >ns of* t>ie Muslims t h e r e ,  
hapu liad l i k e w i s e  asl-ed ;no t o  do  s o .  . .

I t

le i i g-.  
'e  no't g o t  
i'T~^end I L

’ d lr l .-l^ 
1 t  w1 t>i 
to  you .

e rre a r e p o r t - » m> > ii s  r e t u r n ,  
n’e ,  b u t  I  s 'na ll  t r y  t o  l iucl

I  uu<'®erstand t h a t  a b o u t  1 0 ,tlOO o u t  
' r̂. , 0 0 0  Musli fns  h a v e  1 e en  l e ' ' t  i n  j j. jmsr and fu e  
exodus  c o n t ' i n ’ i e s .  I  d o  n o t  know how ' a r  t h e s e  

a r e  c o r c i t c t .  T i l l s  I n d i c a t e s  t h a t  w h i l e  
-the s I L u a f l  mn 1 s ' u l l y  un. ier  c o n t r o l ,  ther^l i s  
'■»^ar among L 'l e Muslim.s o f  " u r t u e r  a t t a c k s  upon 
tVie' i. ,  I  <io n o t  .vnow I f  tnt .s ' e a r  i s  j u s t t r i e d .  
bu t  we sh ou ld  t r y  t o  ceiriove. I t .  The R . , ? . ? .  t h e r e  
4 no f i l s e w ' i e r o  la. Jji  a . ^ g r e s s l v e  niond and I s s u e s  
t i v r e a t s  wVdch ' ' r i g h t e x i  many p e o p l e .

■ b-
The  H o n 'b l e

S a r d a r  V a l l a b h b h a l  P a t e l ,  
1 i iurang.<ieb R oad ,
i. ew D e lh  1.

NATIO
NAL A

RCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



X

NATIO
NAL A

RCHIV
ES O

F IN
DIA



A C k n o w le d

- tfo i«  t*  OJ p«* i‘ ■• J  i* t  i u i n r / t»  TTTTia-.)
r»tc«i«w ktagiUtaivd*

.3 3 . . ^  bC— . )  ,

t fK  lU. ' .
■ t W.I,l.to, ( -  ~r< .)
Cigns'ur* c i  ftddreitea * C-^
D*U «J 3  / ■ ^ ^  y//̂  -
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S e c r e t  A  P e r s o n a l .

NEW DELH I,
2 9 th  D e e r .  1947 ,

Thank you  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  N o .PU  329 d a te d  th e  
2 9 th  D eceiubcr 1947 , __ __

1 a g r b e  t h a t  th e  m a t t e r  had o e t t e r . b e  d is c u s s e d  
a t  a C a b in e t  m e e t in g  and f i n d  t h a t  one  had a l r e a d y  been  
c o n v e n e d .

A b ou t A jm e r ,  I  e n c lo s e  a cop y  o f  a l e t t e r  w h ich  
Shankar P ra s a d  h as  w r i t t e n  t o  Shankar and w h ic h .w a s  r e c e i v e  
ed  by him  to d a y .  You  w i l l  n o t i c e  t h a t  l e n g a r 's  v i s i t  has 
had a d v e r s e  r e a c t i o n s  l o c a l l y  and h as  c o n s id e r a b ly  u p s e t  
S hankar P ra s a d  h im s e l f .  1 am g la d  you  a g r e e  t h a t  Shankar 
P ra s a d  I s  an a b le  and c o m p e ten t o f f i c e r .  1 s h o u ld  go, a 
l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  and sa y  t h a t  o f f i c e r s  c f  h i s  c a l i b r e  a r e  
r a t h e r  r a r e .  We can  l l i - a f f o r d  t o  k e ep  such  o f f i c e r s  d i s 
c o n te n te d  f o r  no f a u l t  o f  t h e i r s .  1 am a l s o  s e n d in g  a copy 
c f  th e  l e t t e r  w h ich  Shankar I s  s e n d in g  t o  S hankar P ra sa d  
u n d er my i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  b u t I  h o p e , i f  you  v i s i t  A jm e r ,  you  
w i l l  su c c e ed  In  rem ov in g ' th e  im p r e s s io n  b o th  fr o m  h i s  m ind 
as  w e l l  a s  fro m  t h a t  o f  th e  l o c a l  p e o p le  t h a t  t h e r e  was 
any k in d  o f  I n q u i s i t i o n  a t  a l l ,  o r  t h a t  t h e r e  was any la c k  
o f  c o n f id e n c e  on  o u r  p a r t  In  Sheuikar P r a s a d 's  I m p a r t i a l i t y  
o r  e f f i c i e n t  c o n d u c t o f  a f f a i r s .

I  l i^ a rn  fr o m  Shankar P r a s a d 's  l e t t e r  t h a t  le n g a r  
v i s i t e d  c e r t a i n  p la c e s  and saw some p e o p le  I n  A jm e r .  1 do 
n o t  know i f  le n ^ a r  h as  p r e s e n te d  you  w i t h  any r e p o r t  on 
h i s  v i s i t  t o  A jm e r .  I f  he h as  done so  and I f  you  h a ve  no 
o b j e c t i o n ,  I  s h o u ld  l i k e  to  h a v e  a  copy o f  th e  r e p o r t  f o r  
my in fo r m a t io n .

Y o u rs  s i n c e r e l y ,

Th e Hon. P a n d it  J a w a h a r la l  N ehru  
P r im e 'J l in l s t e r  o f  I n d ia ,
17 Y o rk  R oa d , New D e lh i .NATIO
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SECRET. 1-
M in i s t r y  o f  Ho b *  A f f o l r s ^  
Mow D * lh i ,  2 9 .1 2 .1 9 4 7 .

Thank you  f o r  y o u r  l * t t * r  o f  t h *  22nd 
D e e r .  1 9 4 7 , w h ich  I  h a v e  p la c e d  b e f o r e  H .M .

He h as  a sked  s e  t o  sayy  o n  th e  a u t h o r i t y  
o f  th e  P r im e  M in i s t e r !  t h a t  l e n g a r 's  v i s i t  was in  
n o  way in te n d e d  t o  be an e n q u ir y ,  b u t was s o l e l y  
due t o  th *  P r im *  M in i s t e r * *  i n a b i l i t y  t o  v i s i t  
A Jn er and t o  h is  d e s i r e  t h a t ,  e v e n  th o u g h  he 
c o u ld  n o t  h im s e l f  g o  t h e r e ,  h e  s h o u ld  m a in ta in  
th ro u gh  le n g a r  p e r s o n a l  to u c h  w i t h  th e  l o c a l  p e o p le  
In  th e  d is tu r b e d  c o n d i t i o n s  th ro u g h  w h ich  th e y  had 
J u s t p a s s e d . I t  was f e l t  t h a t  su ch  a  v i  i t  w ou ld  
h ave  a  s t e a d y in g  i n f lu e n c e  on  th e  l o c a l  a tm o s p h e re . 
T h e re  was no su4. g e s t i o n  w h a ts o e v e r  o f  t e s t i n g  th e  
v a lu e  o f  y o u r  s ta te m e n ts  o r  o f  any la c k  o f  c o n f i 
d en ce  in  y o u r  a b i l i t y  o r  e f f i c i e n c y .  On th a t  
p o in t ,  H .M . h as  a sk ed  me t o  say  t h a t  you  e n jo y  
th e  f u l l  c o n f id e n c e  o f  G overnm en t and t h a t  G o ve rn 
ment f e e l  t h a t  you  h a ve  managed a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  
s i t u a t i o n  w i th  t a c t ,  s k i l l  and i m p a r t i a l i t y .

Y o u rs  s i n c e r e l y .

(V .  S h an k a r) 
P r i v a t e  S e c r e t a r y  to

Shankar P ra sa d  E s q . ,  
C h ^ e f C osm alssloner^  
A rf M B

IC S ,
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C O P Y .

C b le r  C o o u n ls s io n e r 's  O f f i c e  
A jm e r , D ecem ber 2 2 , 19474

d e a r  V ld y a  S h an k a r,

Now th a t  th e  d is tu r b a n c e s  a r e  ovex-, I  ta k e  
th e  l ib e r - t y  o f  r e f e r r i n g  t o  th e  hang o v e r .  |

2 .  Iy e n g a r  ra n g  me up on my r e tu r n  fro m  J a ip u r  t o  say\
th a t  he w ou ld  be In  A jm e r  on  S a tu rd a y  D ecem ber 20 t o  lo o k  
I n t o  e v e n t s  h e r e .  A s  1 was n o t  c l e a r  a b o u t th e  n a tu r e  \
o f  h l - s - - b r le f ,  I  ra n g  you  u p . When le n g a r  a r r i v e d  h e r e ,
he t o l d  me th a t  he w ou ld  In s p e c t  th e  dam age, and a ls o  
m eet th e  membf-rs o f  th e  A d v is o r y  C o u n c i l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
M e s s r s .  Y u k ar B lh a r i  L a i  and K a u l , who had a p p a r e n t ly  
p r o v id e d  th e  Im p u ls e  f o r  th e  i n q u i s i t i o n .  7’e  v i s i t e d  
th e  c i t y  a ccom p an ied  w ith  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  n o n - o f f i c i a l s  
i n v i t e d  by me and f i n a l l y  la n d e d  in  th e  D urgah . A t  th e  
D u rga li, K had lm s, and M uslim .' r e q u e s t e d  Iy e n g a r  to  
r e c e i v e  a d e p u ta t io n .  He c o n s u lt e d  mo and I  sai\d th a t  
he may r e c e i v e  th em . The f o l l o w in g  m o rn in g , he r e c e i v e d  
s u c c e s s i v e ly  In  d e p u ta t io n  th e  M u s lim s , th e  K h ad lm s, th e  
members o f  th e  A d v is o r y  C o u n c i l ,  th e  M ahasabha,' ikhe A ry a  
Samaj , and th e  P r e s s _ A f  t e r  a d i s c u s s io n  w i th  nfe, he 
l e f t  Sunday n oon .

3 . I  am r a t h e r  m y s t i f i e d  a t  th e s e  p r o c e e d in g s .
The o b j e c t  o f  th e  in q u i r y  was c l e a r l y  t o  t e s t  th e  v a lu e  
o f  my s ta te m e n ts  th ro u g h  an In d e p e n d e n t  o b s e r v e r .  As
I  a id  n o t  w is h  t o  im pede th e  i n q u i r y , I  d id  n p t  s ta n d  
in  th e  way o f  any o f  th e  nxm erous d e p u ta t io n s .  Appa
r e n t l y ,  i t  has n o t  been  c o n s id e r e d  a d v is a b le  t o  commu
n i c a t e  t o  me w h a t g rou n d s  t i . e r e  a r e  f o r  an ope/l e n q u ir y ,  
n o r  w hat has b een  -the r e s 'u l t  o f  I 'u r th e r  r e s e a r c h e s .
As th e  In q u l r ^ , was • h e ld  a f t e r  th e  Is s u e  o f  t l»e  G o v t ,  
co ii.m uniquc, th e  im p r e s s io n  c r e a t e d  in e v i t a b l y  l A  a l l  
q u a r t e r s  i s  t h a t  I  had n o t  or.ly* n o t  su c c e ed ed  Ih  c l e a r 
in g  th e  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t had p o s s lb l .  m is le d  G overnm en t 
I n t o  a c c e p t in g  f a c t s  and c o n c lu s io n s ,  w h ic h , th ou gh  
an n ou n ced , w e re  g r a v e l y  open  t o  d o u b t. Such an Anam o- 
lo u s  p o s i t i o n  d i s c r e d i t s  b o th  m y s e l f  and th e  o f f i - c l a l  
p ron ou n cem en t. I  do n o t  know w h e th e r  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  
fu r t h e r  i n q u i r i e s  G o v t ,  in t e n d  t o  r e a f f i r m  o r  m d U lfy '.th e  
o r i g i n a l  p ron ou n cem en t. T h ese  u n u su a l p ro c e e d in g 's  h ave  
w eakened  a y . . .p £ 3 lt io n ,  b red  p u b l ic  d i s t r u s t  and arou sed , 
b i t t e r  p a r t i s a n  com m ent. A s  a p u b l ic  s e r v a n t ,  1 know th a t  
I  h a ve  no r i g h t  t o  q u e s t io n  th e  d e c i s i o n  o f  Gov;t'. and 
w ou ld  n o t  a p p ea r  t o  be d o in . s e *  My p e r s o n a l c r e d i t  
and p o s i t i o n ,  th o u -h  o f  c o n c e rn  t o  me, can  o f  c o u rs e  be 
o f  no con seq u en ce  t o  G o v t ,  i n  th e  i s s u e .  H o w eve r , I  f e e l  
t h a t  1 am a t  l e a s t  e n t i t l e d  t o  know w hat I  h a v e ' done t o  
d e s e r v e  such  open  la c k  o f  c o n f id e n c e  A h a t a  p u b l ic  
i n q u i s i t i o n  by a s u p e r - o f f  i d l a l  s h o u ld  h a ve  been  consld*. red  
n e c e s s a r y .

4 .  I n  c o n c lu s io n .  I  w ou ld  r e q u e s t  jou t o  bri,n& my 
s u b m is s io n  t o  th e  n o t i c e  o f  th e  H o n 'b le  M in i s t e r .

Y o u rs  s i n c e r e l y , '

8 d / - Shankar P ra s a d *
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C h ie f  C o m m is s io n e r  s  O f f i c e  

A JM l:R.

(LCe. IVW IrCv Z1 4̂ 7

'V vi,^  (iw etcv V , S' U.o.»v \va-v

UXrtvC^

Kr i/w c*Jsj~

C7V Cs ^ 'T L L ^  Vt<

‘̂ l> w  ■i \» t-CV Iv 2-̂ v-tf

UlL cl-I-<3 Iw v  l"Tt^C4-<r

'V  Cr

\lZji- ^  W 4 ^

jv^ e Co

^V Cv%A/5 r̂-i/\/L . V^> 9 WX^ -V-

cJLj-,"^— V t t  ^   ̂ ^
i>A/|̂  .  ̂ Ct-CA-w W 0

C v ^  W tv».^

\ C7 jL  ^1, fitw tfi-. CtX^ e  \ w e< -C r  LCZ

J\ UuM, î a r V ^  CiTU-,^ c,v<^ ^ 2s ^rC ‘-^■^  ̂ *\v».C-v»^^

cv. tvXr ' l-M-C >x «,^  W  tx. uX   ̂*nr£^
X  W  \p V iA. t #4 V tL   ̂ U-^I?

\ ^  _ V »^ f^ re X -
G-C-C. ir\^\  t~ v>- w ,/ . '^A/CC ^ V  I- *«. 11 i - x  WtTu. -  '• ^

V vfcvX iiL  —*-
yt^  'A '  ̂  *v€_ . Uvi, < WU. 6. X w -

\xv u.VwSu*s C^'^ *9 tL  k*F \ Z e , 0 KX, &.

y  uX ̂ w G, tAv . C v '^  ^  X  u «.fc Ofĉ <. X .  ^ 's-*v<,<C.

 ̂^ , *L̂ »< t^_
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^  X -V ^ T U .
WU-/vAwv^».^ VCl. c v»-^4-cv» tt

\*. Cc

v t *

i,C ^Cfc \‘̂  s

U i  9 r £ S 5  ,

^  I * ■ trft .

I tyj ̂  rVv^ C-JVc--*̂

^  U.'VWtv^ C*

U-viX
■i , CCvv*. \  CxJX^ Vv-y» V" e X ,;^  tCZ o

rt.C a. ^  C ' ^ t X r  ‘'\  ' ' '^ \ * " ‘^ ‘■̂  '- '■^  ,
Vb V̂ aJĉ  VuS.—̂ .£ "l^c*X £ u-̂

c c^  U^ X ^  \ -C.̂  X ̂  ,sX- A ru ^vt-t^  . -V-? ? xl^

v A "  W k-ix. V»^Y-< X t  ') X -aX  i^.

> c?— X  V- \ < -  “V   ̂ ' V  '
cCtf V k1-'rXCA\- S . , I- V - ■ ‘t' -W V^L- A.-Ci£ v̂
XtTVvi b. X  C*vC X  Cv X  V ivX 'X i. LtJ ^._*Av^ ‘ *^  kt,--wfc-

kjA ^ cJ t  lA tv* . X - ) ^CXX- . _ CL-^

W -V «;X:“  A~Nfco "W t-w  \a  \*^ u<xX”  ^ u-a-XCL.

M-^ (-X «^  . v V )  V X t  V v -  -€w:0c < C

\ t i .  vV 4 X »^  1-^ \XZ. C-v i,\Ar“  C ^ c '\ v -iw  w. «.fc<. V C t

\svwNf (v X .^  X *  Vv^ €  V*' V C WvA ^XX. ^wv-Ct

VI \ t X X ^  ^ ^ \ “ * ►'\wX_  ̂ ^  "^-A-wtc ^  e  <X 4. ^

vm. C, ̂  t  tv \  ^  '- ^  X. tAfc ^rv^X.— 4>- X _

Np iS>9 ^Vw k.9 I  e X - ^  ‘ V t.\»%. Vv<. e  wiiT" - - v ^  C^ tw  c c  *  ^  t  v—- *

fcXT’ * CiL.— ^  '-■'-v cX-i-v ^ C 1A.W 5 UrC_i, *X^  ̂ VX. “V ^  C*. W lA .t-

s jW  ‘^ v t a v c I ^   ̂ C I .  4fv-X*Xr *
Ck. W  bw IVv rX. tAV-7 ^  c*> v C A v .  C '^ X v C T  ■^^\Ca  'V n.

o->vX - k 'V ^ t A k v X .  Y ^  X - ( ^  \-

^\iww\^T“ VjX kvX C ^  k'Y_ \ j * A ^ X t ^  Ww k-Vk-x IX
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^  \L C*.
^v" A^ fVvwt* ^

-^ICV «. W 4- U_ \C A \^ #C.
S%Ŝ  U—'zX^ CL\>mĴ

vs Vv\

V U u .  LCvv U^ 1̂  k;C.
Cl iT\V

\ t l
rX.*.* >—

W «< )L  Y
y<i/v\^c^^" CLj%s*w,cw«r ^  ^V-D V

^  V-w-rtV ^ W-c
C^v^.«,Cr^ \ t ^  <fi-*A^stwv C-, A/\—

V—/V" - Cl̂ VV*"*^
t/vfcXjkT Cckw (fi*. Y-.3 iX ^ A v  Vfc L. C^WC&A-*^ t&“

 ̂ c«»-w  »Y  C t fw s i^  Ci/Wy ^

\_p C.-» iTvV* Vv», VCc s/ty-i-vs.̂  . U-Av/-«. v/"*-*. ^ ^Ca-C.

> X ^ _  ĉ -vv̂  c ^  Ut-y\,3—

^ - t  CwV^ tfC-t/wC, V^ ’ t—isCfc

Xi^tyU V n ^ -  £;̂  ^  LwirC-

9 wX*. fcTVs. ^ -  “W '"  ̂  ■* L—
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