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My dear Jairemdas, . -

. Thenk you for your
letter of the 10th June. I have’
written to l.ho-be__er about
‘to N s

Yours sincer=ly,

The Hon'ble
Mr.Jeiremdas n.nhtr-.
linister for and

for Pood
mm.z.!m Pl.co, =



» 1, York Place, 1#f
New Delhi, the 10th. June 1958

s CXX 5

My dear Vallabhbhai, ,

I have Just received the following telegram from -
Sind Congrewsmen at Bombays ’
3 "EVERY MEHBER REFUGEE FAMILY INCLUDING LADIES ASKED

_PRESENT POLICE STATION SIGN REGISTRATION FOBM B
RECORD - IDENTIFICATION MARKS SEEKING KDVICE BEFORE

FINAL STEP" - -
5 I am afraid forcing 1adies and others through this_'

process of signing and recordiﬁgAidéhtificéﬁish marks and

~. that also at the police st-tionﬁ will only lead to untoward

_results and very unfortunate developments. I think the only
“7 occasion for recording’ identification marks is when persons
-are put into prison or when they are condemned as members of
a eriminal tribe. How can’ any Provinecial Government be
allowed to deal with these unfortunate persons in such a way.
I would request ¥ou to intervdne immediately.
" . Yours sincerely,

Hon'ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, -
Deputy Prime Minister of India, - ) =
‘Camp, Deradun. - = =
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— My dear Jd.r“-, -~

se nroreomrlotto rccu-<
ﬁnrut&ttqotr g:nmr .ﬁ
ob:n:: now .-t'ﬁo me hheom.n-
dence tha s ssed o:!oq and your-
- self, 8ince {: are in direct contact with
R R s
£ d

s t-oo.u.ry ror me to inter-
As far as 1

oovmt
. 40 realise r rc-pon :ln tho matter.

. ‘vours uncorclr.
L 3

-~

p. Hon. Mr, Jdir‘l-t n-htn-.

Ninister for Food oﬁ? ture,
b S !0’! ’1.“., -.' D

J
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; Secretariat, = ¢
Bombay, 18th June 1948. K. 3

e ‘ vuy dear WM

' p & received your,;_tter of ‘the 12th
instant. I am afraid the man who sent that
telegram to Jairamdas that womeén are compelled
to go to Police Stations and show identity -

- - marks did not know all the facts. Our Refugee
Act is almogt a copy of the Government of India
Act and is a very necessary -easure{ but Mr. - -
‘Shamdasni.and a few Sindhi friends thought
otherwise aﬁd‘sought Jairiidas' help.

~

) "I enclose herewith copi of the corres-
pondence which has. qssed between Shri- Jairamdas
‘and myself. You will seée therefrom what .the
facts are and how ankious_we are to see that
— ° the operation of the Bombdy . Refugeds Act, 1948,

- does not lead to any harassment of the rerugees. A
~We are doing all we can and the reasonable ————
among them have reelised this and will do so ey

. ?re and morec 2 : )SL vl"? :

‘b-'.&'/-. ) RE . g 5
Sal o8 ‘Hon'ble Sardar Va i Patel, =y
s puty Prime Minister of India,
re "DPoon COurt,"c.mp: Dehrg&, Dun. >




Personal. ‘ ‘5
: 1 York Place, 7
s ‘New "Delhi,the 28th May 1

My dear Kher,

I am writing this with a‘héavy heart. During the last
few weeks I have asked myself repeatedly whether something 1is
wrong elsewhere or is it that there is something wrong wi%h
me. I seem to see things—differently from what some of our
Administrations are séeing. If as a result) of a combination

__ of circumstances I had not been implanted here as- Central
Government Member, I would have .been like lakhs of other
Indians who, are now plain refugees within our beloved Mother-
land; and I would have been asked, if in Bombay, that.if I did

not lnd register myself within 15 days, I would be fined Rs,500/-
‘though as a plain refugee 1 wouldi like thousands and thousands,
h

have probably not even Rs.100/- wi
months' stay in a place like Bombay.~ I would also have run
the risk of being sent to prison under- the same penal law.
Our unfortunate country has had often-te face natural calamiti

me at the end of a few =~ -

es.

It has been our privilege to do a little bit of humble service

in trying to come~to the rescue of the afflicted from famine 1

or flood or earthquake. I-ask myself if I have-lost the power! _

of assessing the situation correctly or/else-why do others,
for causes which may be unknown, deal with thousands upon
thousands of cultured refugees as if ‘they were men with
criminal intent. The bitterest of cries have reached me from
the gentlest of hearts, and again I ask myself is something
wrong with me that I sﬂouldWassess things like this or is it
that things are misjudged elsewhere. I thought under a )
sympathetic and understanding rule of those who have served
humanity all their life, it would have served the ends of

=——t©o refugees"had at the most been prescribed by the new Bombay
law which is now a damocles sword on_these poor refugees. The
attitude of a few ought not to saake us deal with all as if
they were l1ike the few. The fear that they would not get
loans, the fear that.they will not be eligible for accommoda-
tion, the fear that theéy would not be otherwise rehabilitated
would have been ample and more than ample guarantee that all
registration would be completed within the narrow limit of

"administration 1f-the penaltty of loss of "facilities available

time: 1aid down by the new law, But again I ask myself whether

.. I have changed in my conception of how to deal with our own
people and striken people or is it that things are viewed

-

differently by others, who look upon the refugees as a criminal

tribe who can be coerced into speedy registration only by
threats of fine or imprisonmerit. Where are we driving our
own people whose life 1s already one blank uncertanity.
s I am in no mood to blame anyone but India 1s passing through ©
.one of its greatest tragedies and the greatest tragedy of all
is that e man who had the heart and vision to deal with i
conflicting duties with belance and help the striken even
while helping administration is now no more with us.

— Yours si;kérely,

s Sd/-_ Jairamdss.

The Hon'Be Shri B.G.Kher, s
Premier ,Bombay Governmen%
Bombay . .

e . —— =



. followed shortly afterwards by the U.P. Government who passed a

.of the refugees themselves but also as a measure of security.
‘Please -see Ordinance XXIV-.of 1947 of the_ Government of India,

‘measures- for préventing epidemics. Our Act was actually passed-

@ : ) Schotnriat
- 8 [ vsM #5338 Be.b-y, 2nd June 1948. -

My dear Jairamdas,

I am pained and surprised to receive your ‘letter of
tho:ﬁath May 8. { am pained because I feel that you have written this |
ltiﬁiztin .a-poignant state of mind. It is only natural that you

be distressed by the reports you are receiving from the

unfortunate people who have migrated from Sind under conditions
for which'they are not responsible, and I sharée your feeiing in’
this respect. But as practicéal men, it is no use brooding over the:-
past byt we must do ourbest and face the situation as hoperully
astwe can. )

~. 2. You seém to be_ under the impression that Bombay has-taken
the lead in imposing restraints on the liberty of the refugees. - 1

Actually the Government of India advised Prov;agial Governmegts :
t teps to I3 er a refugees not only in e Inte

Section €. This Ordinance in connection with registration was
passed by the Government -of India on 1llth October 1947 gnd it was

similar enactment. We were very reluctant to enact a similar -
legislation but the events forced our hands. In November last
about 4000 refugees from Sind occupied the Hospital Barracks of
the Dharavi Municipal Hospital by force and all our efforts to
persuade them to leave the Barracks in favour of the sick patients
‘and” to° go to-Visapur where a camp had been set up for them failed.
The situation in which we found ourselves clearly established the
necessity of registering the refugees and regulating their movements
in order to enable us to preserve law and order in- the camps and
outsidej; to maintain—sanitary conditions at thé camps and -to take -

at the instance of- your Government in the year 1948, I-fully.

realise that registration involves some inconvenience and that

it also gives rise to a feeling that-the refugees are looked upon
as foreigners, but it is far from my mind-and,]1 can assure you,far from .

the,ninds of ihe people of this Province to treat the refugees as

aliens. We -are most axnious to help them and with that very object

the Refngees—Act-has been passed so that Government will know the

total number of refugees who have come into this Province,and they

will be able to take effective measures to spread them ou% and to

-make-satisfeetory arrengements for their relisf and rehabilitation.

Voluntary registration was tried but it failed, and therefore we

had no gtion but to enact—the-Refugees Act in March last. Although
this legislation has now been brought into force, no action has been
taken against anybody for failure to register himself. It is not our
intention to prosecute any r efugee until we are satisfied that

the object of the. provisions of the Act is fully understood by

the refugees and the failure is due to an attitude of defiance. -
The penalty prescribed in the Act is identical with the penalty -
prescribed in the Ordinance "(No.EXIV of 1947) issued by the — e
Government of India and the Ordinance (No.X of 1947) issued by o
the Government of U.P. As experience had shown that with certain
refugees loss of facilities etc. would have no effect, and that it
was.only the fesr of punishment of fine andof imprisonment that
might induce them to get themselves registered, we felt that a

penal provision was necessary in the enactmentzcopy enclosed)
whose main object was to ensure registration of the refugees.

T think you are unnecessarily worried about registration. Cultured
and educated people ¢ould easily go to a registering office and

get themselves registered. I am sure if you had been one of xmmk

the lakhs of refugees you would straightway have gone . and register-
~ed yourself as I am sure I would have done., It 'is only in cases
where refugeeswhave to be shifted owing to congestion in the . camp

or for any meausre of permanent relief or for rehabilitation that
resort to the provisions of this Act may have to be made-for re-
gulating their movements. If this Act had not bemn passed

3 g it
would bé impossible £o remove troublesome refugees to ano%her.ﬂ

——.camp and use of force in such cases would obviously create » situation

“which I am sure you would not. 1ike us to face.

. 3, Uﬂnldsbevso,graterul if you understood our difficulties . .



‘difficulties,refused- to doubt your lifainng colleagues and
_condemned faise and stupid attemptw to discredit us in the way -
the accompanying newspaper cuttings will show. There 1s not even
a ghost of a basis for the malicious allegations against Morarji
I know as I was present.. e, T

4. I can assure you that we sympathize. most sincerely with
the refugees in their present plight and we should like very
much to do whatever we can to help. them. in their distress. It
was with this objegt that we wanted -that the administration of

_relief eamps etc. should continue with usy but you seemed -to
.think -otherwise and the administration’ of relief camps etc. was
taken over -from us by the Government of India. The refugees
.themselves have riow demanded that the administration should

be retronsferred to this Province,.and the Government of India

", have asked us to re-assume the responsibility which we have

. 'readily agreed to. We have now asked ‘for the return of one or
two-of .our officers who could be entrusted with this work,but
_the Government of India are not prepared to-release them. I am
mentioning all this not in a sgEx spirit of complaint but just
to point out to you the difficulties which we have to encounter
in the gigantic .task that lies ahead of us and that while we are
doing our best for the refugees, our actions are likely to be——
misunderstood by othefs. T am-sure you w111 not be one of them.

With wermest regaras,' 3 .

.Yours sincerely,

5 sd/- B.G.Kher.
The Hon'ble Shri Jairamdas Doulatram, :
Minister for Food,

Government of India,New Delhi .-

e




Food Member of Cabinet. ‘ ' (/C?

: - 1,York Place, g
_ New Delhi the -10th June 1948.
My dear Kher, : :

I have received your letter. T realise your‘ditficulticli
but we have still to find our way out of them and do justice to
suffering -Humanity whiech has sought shelter under you as .repre-
senting the Congress for which many have given their all. . - .

I had only emphasised that jail and fine for coercing -
mere registration as 'refugees was injustice and a cruel procedure.
I still maintain that to send a refuﬁee to ja3l or fine him
simply becsause he does not register himself, is extreme injustice
and cruel-heartedness. That a man like me is feeling like this
may still be -an- indication that something is_wrong somewhere.

-
1 have just received the following telegram:

"EVERY MEMBER REFUGEE >FAMILY INCLUDING LABDIES ASKED ; '
PRESENT. POLICE STATION-SIGN REGISTRATION FORM RECORD
IDENTIFICATION MARKS SEEKING ADVICE BEFORE FINAL STEP"

I am afraid forcing ladies and others through this
process of signing and recording identification marks and that
also at police stations will only lead to untoward results
and very unfortunate developments., T think the only occasion
for recording identification marks is when persons—are put
into prison or when theéy are.cendemned as members of a criminal
tribe . Congress women who went to Jail fighting for -India's
freedom shoulder to shoulder with those of us who are now inm
office, are now to be forced by our -own Governmént to show
their identification marks including the late Congress

President's niece at police station for having committed the
- sin of not agreeing to be:econverted or die in Pakistan and of
coming for shelter to fellow 1nd1v1duals within Indian Dominion.

I don't know.to what action the Bombay Government is
driving the helpless Sind refugees. Words that come to my-
mouth are that "don't-send them to jail but throw them into
the oc¢ean." Why should such words come to the mouth of one o=
like me who has good relations with you. It is my prayer that
something may yet happen to prevent a great blot on our own
Government, ¢ e

‘I hope Mrs.Kher and the family”are doing well.

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely, Lt o

;*Sd/- Jairamdas.

The Hon'ble Shri B.G.Kher, kS
Prime Minister of.Bombay éovernment,

Bombday,



> . Se : i.t' 2 - " _Ji-'
Bombey, 16th June 1948. Q/

¥y dear . ’ ; ¢
am in recolpt of your 1ett.r dntod
the 10th June 194E

: - I am afreid we are looking at the
: grdblon from different points of view. There
s no question of coercion. In the larger
mtcroat: of the refugees themselves and ot

people among whom they have to live,
x'oo:l. t 1t is sbsolute ouontl to han
ormation about
htom; Province owing to tho tur of
.eim disturbances in Pskistan. Since it is
not possible to get such info tion voluntari-

ly in ail uus,v. have been lled to pass
an Act. need was der strated two days
ago when 5/000 refugees Punjab went and.

unsuthorisedly. occupied mt-r- ecnstmctod
> ~by their own people and
havoMnod to vacate. °

There 1§ no mmvor for any
m—.bidm refugee to fear: that provisions
: the  Act would be used to harass him. Strict
iu ticno—h:vo boca ‘4ssued :: ﬂu Police
n respect and m uur re as that
e s T e ; ‘3:98.2“

1y - P A:{ and
even . % w
Ziven to him ' m«wmu .
; b nm stration is required
- ‘-“”}nmntsa oan&-pcnnltrh
provi

a person carries om s particular
tg‘ont rc;iltrutid:.q l:n objects =
. - pmz_ty on. tho gtedhd ‘that 1cgntrution

:lnvolves ce-reicu. e :

.- T eeumeetiin: wiih e - ilesres: cuntil -
by you I reproduce below section 4 of the !
e . Refugees
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MRAOSINGH BUILDING. \ B
shyam i’.Shi sani, M-Block,Connaught Circus,
r,Sind “ssemb! Ccmgress Party,

New Delhi 22,5,1948

Lu dear Sardar Valabh'—‘iﬂrai,.
£ : I am sending"yi:rewith ¥om extracts from two
1315:.91'3 I have received yesterday. One letter is from Bhawnagar written
,by;_g’reéposible persqn,g and the other from Kotah w-rit;ten by a Sindhi
- refugee Congress Worker who has migrated to that places
You will see from these extracts 7t1:ait7 the Sindhi
’H:!.ndus have fallen from fraying pan into fires They left Pakistan
bacanse of the zulims of Muslim League Govermments only to face similar
z'ulims at. the hands of Indian Muslims: § In many towns they have been
xikaexed victims' ofimuslim attacks. Instead of receiving sympathy from
loecal people and officials,they have 1in most.cases been held reanﬁ‘ible '
f.or trouble and found- themselves oonfined i& lock-ups. The Muslim
cnlprits have e:lther #‘ set free or been dealt with mildly.
It apnears to me that between Hindus of Pakistan and
Huslims of India, the M:Bei‘ is a more favoured community in many
l‘é&pect’s. Kot mﬂ.’

n Mualim troubles in India refugees from Sind

: are being reu-imw in their former posts ‘

§of’iiois'!‘rm ,?w who were ‘a.Iio\vad to fill the vacancies- l
Ercat%d ‘py t‘heir departui‘e have ‘been ‘turned out or given notice to quit. L

‘hkve learnt that about 20 reruaaes from Sind were taken‘ n the Excise {

rtment in the ’Bom'ba'y Pres!.denty have received notices to quit as
‘.}lims who occupied thoga pbsts formeriy have returned from Pakistan,

u refugeesj.n A:mar vmo hnd been taken Wp An- Railway Department
been, I am to].d, s:.n:.larly treated. 'l‘his is very unfair to them.
May I request you to kindly lodk into the above matterg and see-

Ps240.s.



: | e

that neeessary instructions are sent to Provincial & stat.e Gov : ii

and various departments of the Government of Ind!.a. As for naw to ?LA

Sindhis who were taken up in the Excise Departmen‘b 1! thg.my Pre-idenqy
o

iL would request you to kindly send ome immediate letter’ tf the - mnilter : 1

concerned to withdraw the noticess If the muslims who hayw. rnturqad
had @pted for Pakistan provisionally, their period of.option expired
in the month of Feb. 1948, I understand that they returned to India in
- April. However I am not sure of this. % 7 =
Requesting favour of an early reply and thanking you,

With best regards,

Yours Sincerely

{M%..'Z J‘l-a-‘--.

Encle 2 ) (Ghanshyam J. Shivdasani )

|
|
b """) M.‘h.“__




| Dotk 1t Mgy e | L
Extract from the lcm, uldressed to Prof. Glnnshym from m:wna
- '.l'he Sindh Refugees have been sellj.ng vegetables near market for
last one month. On 7th police under orders of the Collector

A

.

surrounded them and asked them to go away as local munieipality

and contactors found them a competibion in trade. They were denied
——=%he chanve of self rehﬁbilit;tion. While police surrounded them,

and I was trying to soothe them along with Sagrishtra Camp Officer,

Muslims threw stones on them. About 15 muslim&@ were arrested

on th#pot from a hotel and 3 muslim constablés were arrested.
The trouble spread in the towne. A big mob - of muslims killed three

S:Lndh.i Refugges. By 1 'O clock we brought all refugees back in
camp. After that all incidents of loot, arson and killing was _
going on between local Hindus and muslims for two days.

-
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_.SI!D PROVINCIAL éOHGBISS REFUGEE RELIEF CENTRE I:}

Umraosingh Bldgs
Block, Connaught Circus,

New Delhi: 22nd May, 1948

Yesterday in Sabzi Mandi at aﬁﬁﬁt 9-30 A, M. 3 baskets

of vegetables were sold by a muslim woman vendor to the‘Hindu
(Sindhi) for Ese 24/=. But again the same were given away %o a
muslim, Thsreubon the Sindhi Refugee (buyer) asked the muslim vendor
4s to why he was giving the sold articles to that muslim. &

At this stage the husband of the vendor arrived on the
scene and started abusing the Sindhi. There ensued wordy warfare
in which thrée»or four persons on either side participated. The
whole dispute mould have been averted at the intervention of some
people, But soon a large groop of muslims came and started attacking
all the -Sindhies it who werc there and also others who were passing
bye They numbered about 200, (The ascault was made with Imife,
stones and weights of the vendor. Several Sindhigs were injured.
Three or four of then have Teceived seriéus injuries and one of
them is in a precarious condition. All this took place in presence
of axBmitx lfuslim Policeman who it appears instigated the lluslims.
His number 1s 1134 and his name is Md. Hussain,
N = A few lfuslims have also received some injuries which are
the result “of Sindhies fighting in self-defence.

.So for three lMuslims have been arrested but against

this eleven Sindhis have been arrested. All of them are in an

injured state.
 }
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Copy of the telegram forwarded in confirmation by post.
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Camp: Doon Og::t-.
1st June 1948. ‘ ,7/

My dear Dr.Cholthram,

N I have seen the oorrespondence between
you and Shankar row.tnc Gh. ml&-bta Deoli.

b Ok
I amn aurpr!.b-d ih-t you r.ol aggrieved on

that ground. dnquiries which bhave bean made confirn
that the refugees were Lo blame. It 18 too much
to expect that a mesre Sub-Inspector can run the whole
adainistration of the district and influemce high
orficers like the Chief Commissioner, th® District
Magistrate or the Magistrate who conducted the
enjuiry. Zven otherwise the Magistrates are not now
functioning under the old regi=me and can be expected
to take a Qetached view of the case. In any ocase,
since the matlter 18 before the Court, a Judiclal
verdict would sutomatically be gliven.

I am also surprised at the attitude which
you have taken in your letter. I have seen the
correspondence which you had with Kajaji and was
shocked to find thut even a leadsr cf your position
could not, rise above the past. You 4dc not sesn to be
aware of the fact that some <indhil refuzees in
particular have bshaved in a nanner which has arocused
hostilicy instesd of sympathy aaons uhe people with
whaa they are staying. Instead of using your influ-
ence to oreate better faddfmganfibm such refugees,

I am afrald your attitude wilill -nerely accsntuate

that hostility. I would still ask you to reconsider
the matter and not be led away by mere asentiment,

but to wiew the probluam factually and waxke your
contritiution to the cresaiion of more friendliness
between the Sindhl refugees and indigenous popuiation.

Yours sincserely,
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THE SIND PROVINCIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE

REFUGEE RELIEF CENTRE

Umroasingh Building,M-Block,Connaught Circus,New Delhi é;

26th May 1948

Dear Shri Shankar,
I am in receipt of your letter dated-15th instant.
- »
I will be fallthg in my duty if\I dd not convey

, to you my feelings after going through the contents

of your above letter. -

there is nothing new if the Magiatéri;l Enquiry
shows that 'the firing was justified and the rlefug-
ees are to be blamed'. If that had not been so, the
police officer who fired at the refugees and killed

—one of them,would not have continued to function as

police officg__in Dggli Camp. It was therefore that
we were demanding an independent judicial enquiry
into the whole painful episode.

As regards the enquiry from independent sources,
you yourself say 1n‘ your above letter that it
'appears to confirm it'. Thne wofd "appears" is
significant and needs no comment. This leads me
only to one conclusion that even after the advent
of freedom, the old beauracratic regime mot only
continues, but seems to flourish particularly in

the pro;incea of Ajmer-Merwara, which, you are aware,
C:)n’tz, Sheet No. II




CONT: SHERT NO: II _ 26.5.1948
you are aware,
~is, in no~wav democratically g_cvémed'.’ ‘(q
I now realise my mistake in expecting that the
unfortunate refugees will get justice. dea.y,, iihen
lacs of refugees éq.‘e i:.nd.r’going untold éﬁfferings,
it seems -to be of no concern to anyone, if one
refugee is killed and a few dther;_;.{'e made to
suffer abject humiliations and ultimately meet the
same fate.
You will excuse me for being rather-a bit frank.
If you deem it necessary, you may kindly read
this letter of mine to Sardar Sahib who 1s the real
head of administration of Ajmer-Merwara.

Yours sincerely,
2 oY, .» s :
(DR. CHOITHKAM P.GIDWANI)
Shree V,?ank'ar. Y :
Private Secretary to the 4 %
Deputy Prime Minister, =

&i' Birla House,
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Rloos Eamnght &lrous
Dear atw, /o~ 2 Vol abltas »
X am sending to you herowith a copy of the teleogrem
st by me today to &l B.0.Ohar, premier of Bomtay alomg with
a typed capy of the Act refurred to in the telegram.
I would wrge you to kindly do wintever is possible to sce
et this Act is ressindod stonoe. '
You oan ey well realisze what resentmont this insulting
I #nll fes) groteful to hear from you what action you
aye faking in regard €0 this juportant matter.

”.._ >
Ch Ao RPN
(Chndthran P.Gidwand )

-
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CORFZRIICE OF REPRESEGTATIVES OF REFUGEE ORCANISANIONS
OF WESTERN PAKISTAN HELD UDER MY CHAIRMARSHIP OF TWERTYSNCOND
MAY PASSED FOLLOWING RESOLITIONS USBANDMOUSLY REGARDING BOMBAY ACYT
NOEER TUERTYTWO OF EINTEENEUDRED FORTYEIGNT SroP RESCLUTION
READS THIS CONFERENCE HAVING CONSIDECRED POMBAY ACTY TURNTEIWD OF
NINTEENRID ED PORTT=SaT RECORDS ITS EMPEATIC PROTESY AGATESY
DOTS THE SPIRIT AND THE PROVISIONS OF THE ACT SYoP WIIREAS
WOLUNTARY RECISTRATION HAS BEEN PRESCRIBED ELSEMIERE AS A LINK IN
THE CHAXIN OF FPACILITIES OF LOANS EIC ¥0 BE PROVIDEDR BY THE
COVERTENT THE BOMPAY COVERIMENT SEEMS TO REGARD REFUGEES AS A
FOREIGHER AID U"DESIRABLE ELEMENT IN TUS BODE POLITIC SroP THE
ACT PROVIDES FOR THEIR COMPULSARY REGISTRATION ON PAIN OF
DIPRISONMENT OR FINE OR BOSH THUS CONSTITUTING PIAGRANT INPRINGMENT
OF THE PUIDAMEOTAL RIGHTS AS ENVISAGED IN THE NEW COUSTITUTION
ABD VIRTUALLY BRANDING REFUGEES AS CRIMINALS STOP THE CORFERENCE
I8 OF THE OPINION THAT THIS ACT RUIIS COTER 70 THE POLISY OF THE
BATIONAL GOVERNMENT OF IHDJA ATID ALL INDGA CONGEESS COMMITTES AS
IAID DOWN IN ITS RESOLUTIONS PASSED IN ITS NOVEMDER AND SUBSBQUENT
SESSIONS STOP WITH ALL THE ENPHASIS AT ITS COMIAND THE CONFERENCE
APPEALS TO TUE PRIME MINISTER OF INDGA AND THE CONGERSS PRESIDENT
TO INTERVENE AND USE THEIR GOOD OFFICES TO IIPRESS UPON THR
BOMBAY GOVERINMENT THE NECESSITY OF RESCINDING THIS CBNUXIOUS
PEICE OF THE LEGISLATION SYOP RESOLUTION NDVWED BY NINCHALDAS
SECOHDED BY SARDAR SANTSINGH EXMIA CENTRAL CARRIED UNANINDUSLY
STOP LEART POLICE COMUSSIONER ISSUED NOTIFICATION CALLING UPON
ALL REFUGEES TO RECISTER BY PIFTEENH JUNE STOP NENS CAUSED
- GREAT RESENTNENT STOP URGE EARNESPLY RESCIND ACT SYOP PLEASE —




Whareas with a view te,sscuring public safety, maintaining order
» pulbiie healthrand sanitation and avoiding pressure on accomedation
nu_mummmwmumamm
ef refugees and for eertain other purposesj It is heveby enacted as
followss-
e 1, This Act may be ealled the Bombay Refugees Act, 1948,
2, It axtends to the whole of the Provinee of Bombay |
2. In this Aet, "Refugee® means any person who has siges the first day |
ctmtmv,mmmootmy,mmzmm- i
pm.dmmmaowmtot-lﬂumunurbamos }
in that place or the fear of such disturbamces, '
3, In Greater Bembay the Commissioner of Police for the Greater Bombay
and elsewhere the Distriet Magistrate ahall, as soon as may be Wy
& special er general order, establish in respect of:-
2, each eamp in which refugees are being accomodated and ;
be @ach particular area spscified by him, a registration centre for the |
registration of the refugees, and and shall appoint a person or a

!
|
1
1

esmittes of persens to be the registering authority in charge of
esach such sentre, S ‘
4. (1) Every refuges for thentime being in the provinece of Bombay shall |
.~ wAtidn 15 days frem the coming inte operation of this Act or |
within sewen days frem the date of his arrival in the province,
whieh ever is later, register himself at the registration reemtre
2f the eanp in vhich he is being ascomodated oxr if he is being
assemodated or is residing elsewhere than in a eamp for which a
mmmummu,s{ﬂnm
eentre of the ares in which he is being aceomodated or is residingg
k. - PeeyiMed Shat a refugee who is the head of the family shall
e responsible for the registration of members of his family for
T Provided further that vhere a refuges is a female, a minor,
a“,u“cam”ﬂ.hmdhﬂu“

. - ' B




Te

),

‘for his registration

= .
er infirm of attending at the registration cemtre, the pevwen whe Wy
for the time being be locking after sush refuges shall be respessible

(2) A refugee registering under sud sectiom (1) er a pewsen
respensible for registration of a refugee under the sald sube-sestion
(1) shall, to e beast of his ability, esrrestly fill uwp, or canse
nwmmw.mmmmﬁmmm
The registering authority shall issus to every refugee registering
mm-Mamuotna-munmtmrammm
mthesocondlch.dtno.
(1) If a Refugee seases to reside at a address recorded in the
certificate of Registration issued under section 5, he shall,
Hithin?day:otnnyamhmc_i’uddnu,mtom-wm-l
to the Registering authority by which the certificate of Wﬂm
was 1ssued and if the new address is within the jurisdietion of
another Registering Authority, to that other registering autherity,
and shall at the same tame forward the certificate of the registration
umtmmnmnmwmmtmtmmmu
mybemtarodthno:!.nl
mdmtm.amuiammmcmm,
theﬂoudotthotamily,tmlwhmnnm“uafmlo,th.m
vhomyforthotineboingbolookinxmmmm
intimate the change of address and forward the certificate of
registration to the re@istering authority as a.tmd.
(2)Both1nginsub-mticn(l)dhllapplymth.chnn¢oot
address recorded in the certificate of mtim}l_@ to a
tquthmengtmtwtommmy-nmm
' The Provincial Government may, by order in writing direst any
. refugee or class of refugee to reside in any camp or place or within
n;yamortolnnanycanporpkcooram-ndmtomm
mmoummnporphe‘orunmtmmoctw‘iﬁﬂn
npcri.odlp.ctfi.dinlmhm : =7
ummmu'm~mﬁ,mae!,um¥
uﬂxmm-ummv,m-yh“wqm
officer or any persen authorised by the Previneial Government in this
belalf from such camp, place ar area in swh mamer as mxy de
Mﬂ"ﬁnmmwnm-mm
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Te

-mum-m;muawmuumaummn

’tpmod-p.uﬁ.dmsmhordc

. 2R
er infirm of attemding at the registration ewstre, the pevsen whe WAy :
mmmuumm-—nw.’iﬂnm
for his registration
(2) Awmammum(n-gm
Tesponsible for registration of a refuges under the sald sub-sestien
(1) shall, to ¥he beast of his ability, verrestly fill uwp, o cause
30 to be filled up, the form set out in the first scheduls,

The registering autherity shall issue to every refuges regiwtering

in the second schedule,
(1) If a Refugee seases to reside-at a address recorded in the
certificate of Registration issued under section 5, he shall,
within 7 days of any such change of address; intimate his new address
to the Registering authority by which the certificate of Registration
msiammummumumm jurisdietion of
another Registering Authority, to that other registering autherity,
and shall at the same tome forward the certificate of the registration
to that other registering authority in erder that the new address
mybo.ntcrodth.rd.nl
Provoded that where a Refugee is not the head of the family,

the Head of the family, and Where a refugee is a famale, the person
- who may for the time being be looking after such refugee shall
intimate the change of address and forward the certifiecate of
registration to the registering autherity as aforesaid.

(2) Bothing in sub-section (1) sPall apply where. the change of
addrtsamardedinthecctiﬁcatootreﬂ.ltmt&mhd-@a
‘temporary absence not intended to exceed 30 days in dwretion.

' The Provincial Govermment may, by order in writing direet sny
refugee or class of refugee to reside in any camp or place or within
mmutolnnwcmuphcoammdmhaﬂm
mmoﬂmm-porp]morarninthsmuncoctmuﬂﬂl

nmmmumaﬂw“,mam,hm 4
uﬁmm“mmv.mwu——aw-m :
specified by the Provincial Gevernment by a general or spesial grder,

4
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.10,

13,
4.

any person in respeet of any thing in good faith done or intended

g in thiks section shall affect the liablity of sush refuges $o &
) P ty peovided in seetiom 0.
,,{nhmmwu-muomtmm-m
may,by erdsr in writing require a refugee or any person responsible
for the registration under sub-seetion (1) of section 4, to get
himself or the refugee for whose registeration he is so respensible
vaceinated against small-psx or inocculayed against Plague, Cholera
er Typhold with-in fifteen days of such order, except where the
outanuuu'w:a—awmurwumu
from a yascinator or inocculator duly authorised by the Provincial
Govermment in that behalf that suesh refugee ¥Yas been vaccinated
.a.WnWM.nmmmyu. by him
um;mmwmmdauo:ﬂnm.
(a)mnmmmmmmmbntyorm
mumwammmmuccmudormmm
mwmforth-tin.bominfmo

Whoever refuges or without lawful excuse negelects to cemply with
th.roqurmtnotmﬂmalwmudnécrmam
particulars in £illing the foerm under sub-section (2). of section
4 which are false and which he either knows or believes to be
m«mmmammum of this Aect
or any rule made thereunder or any order made in pwrsuance of
this Act shall, on conviction be punishable with imprisonment

. which may extend to three months or with fines which extend to
B.800/~ or With both. ' S
,m“u-ﬂc#ac—ltm;mm;-ugim
.Wm-utunammmamwm
Provincial Government to remove a refugee under Sc, 8 shall be
muuammummmase.a1orm
mmm. i
bmt.mumwmmnn-m‘” E

%o be dome wnder this Act or any rule or order made thereunder,
mmf:"’ under this mmnb-m 3
mmwm,wmmmtumzm
mmmtwmw.cwauwwm




1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
e.
7.

0.

uwtnum.mu.:nmm—‘h-ra‘
eonditioms, if any, as may be spesified in the #fvestien, be
exsreised or discharged by such officer, not being fm the epiniom

of the Provincial Govermment below the rank of a Gullesber, as mmy be
so speeifisd,

Al

(1) The Provineial Government may, by notification in the Gffistsal
Gagzette, make rules for earrying out the purposes ef this Aet.

(2) In particular and without prejuiice to the gemerality of the
foregoing power, sush rules may provide for:- »

(1) the prepartion and maintainance of registers of refugees register
-ed under seetion 4§ : ~

(11) m-mummmumnu-m
Acts and
{m)mncmummmumotmmmo.

EIRST. SCHEDULE
see section 4(2)
Form of Registration
GOVERNMENT OF_BOMBAY

Name of a; in full
(in capi letters with surmame first)

Age
. mﬂnm‘
of “""ﬁr p and ages.
gxﬁm‘emm-mﬂuy TG
prior to migration. -

ﬁrou dcs‘tim.um. Tahisgil |
Present _turu- (Building,Flcer, Strest,Road, etc etes)

muetud:tantm wa. m
eoffiecial or through
un,m\dn‘r

moveaile or imovable dﬂmhﬁ.m
Afz-mmmm- and 1ts value,
lﬁ.p-utunm

MOfmdecﬁn - ‘



8o ‘S
- 1le Period of residence from which migrated.
12, Date and place of arriwval in the provinee of Bombay.

13, Whe he wishes to stay in the Province of Bombay
if so long.

- RO RN Bl = .
REMARKS,
Ftﬂoﬁz;-b ;l.nmssion and/or photograph ©f the applieant

Place is4

negi.fstering authority
SECOND SCHEDULESF -

(mee section 5)

Form of certificate of registration

~~ Goverrment of Bombay o

, PElitieal & Service Department

Serial Wo. . .
Reception Camp No.
Registration office No.
Name of refugee in full.
Address before evacuation, L | , _
Name of head of family,
Identification marks.
Signature or finger print of refugees.
Office of registration. o e
Registered by .
Date _ : . ' —

Registering Authority



i ﬂ INDIAN PO /m & rmcmﬂs D'PARTMENT /,‘e-”

' ! A
» /(91/’ ncx . Rs. /=77
This form mn# @ompiny inqui y made :cspccung this tele g am - = | 5

au |YMJ " :

:/3%4%& 2 &u.ﬂtlww /&
/‘;%‘f C‘feﬁat—#"‘tp«ﬂv (r.vq, i

7@6!-1!('4 a,fﬁx.w R %y




WD) Swsuiee SARDAR VALARSENAY PATEL DEIRADT
(¢ - BABU RAJENDRA PARSAD s N
(3) k SERIHATI RAMESIWARI HEIRU ose

CONTINUATION YOSTERDAYS TELEGRAM RECEIVENG REPCETS OF !MNY PAMILIES.
RETURNING GIND OTUERS CONTEMPLATING RETURN BEING _ SHELUERLESS ARD
PREATED AS ALIERS STrOP CONVERSIONS TO ISTLAM mopmcmu.so
REPGRTED SrOP DOUBAY ACT mmumnmmm
mmmmnmm  OFFRNCE PUIISHABLE WITH
DORISONMENT BEHINCIENT OF ROWIATT ACT STOP SUBMIT THREE TIWDIATE
m FIRST ISSUE CLEAR DIRECTIVE PROVINCIAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS
TREAT REFUGEES AS INDIAN CITIZENS AND DMPROVE CAMP CONDITIONS SECOND
HAVE DBOMBAY mmmmsmw RELIFF AND REHADILITATION
BE OVERHAULED AND MANNED BY OFFICERS WITH VISION AND SYMPATHY STOP
 APPRNNEND SITUATION OTHERMISE WILL GEJOUT OF CONIROL VITH IAKMS |
mmmmm SroP DIFFICUIT FOR TRUE CONGRESSMEN
TAKING EXTREME MEASURES WHICH MIGHT EMBARBASS OR WEAKDYN GOVERNMENT




Dr. Choitram Gidwani,N.Delhi. Dt. 5.6.48
- L ] L]

.

EXPRESS ‘ j ETATE
DR. CHOITRAM ozmmrz
UMRAOSINGHE BUILDING
M BLOCK CONN AUGHT PLACE NEWDELHI -

-

CONSIDER : MATTER €AY BE SUITABLY REPRESENTED = TO
lIlIs‘l‘m FOR RELIEF &/BI-ABILITA}ION STOP STILL IF YOU LIKE TO COME ;

IOU ARE WB.G)EE ON mmﬂ NINTH AT FOUR P.M.

VALLABHB_BAI



S i AR o e
’—0.‘, ..\.r —

»¢,—

A 2 g” ‘V ?‘ZLA‘VPVQ

—7{1', ‘*w ,g,.. :

& y




127 Mahatma Ganﬂhl‘ndad‘
- Fort, Post Box 0. 459

i - Bombay = S
- - - June 7, 1948.°
My Dear Sardar Sahib,

I am enclosing herewith two resolutions passed
by the Managing Committee of the Sind Hindu Seva ti,
Bombay. Do kindly pay your personal attention to this
serious question. ok

In October 1947 Government of India had- thought
it fit to issue an ordinance requiring the refugees in
Delhi to register. But even that ordinance did not con-

- oy tain any such provision regarding notifying change of

P o address and the power to forcibly remove the refugees.

— Again, that was merely an ordinance to meet the emergent
R v circumstances. As far as Bombay is concerned there is
vA YT ek no emergency at all. In fact most of us have been in

_Te Bombay for the last 9 to 10manths and many of us have
A been living in our own privately hired houses. The
t o Bombay Government also might refer to the Lucknow Ordi-
1{, & : nance. But again that was merely an ordinance to meet
. ,\"n , Co a temporary emergency. This is an-Act of the Legislature’
M,U,.A-N of a permanent nature and it is much worse than the
inances, which have long since expired.

6 : -~ - I might inform you that many Sindhi refugeese>
1—?" are contemplating not to have themselves registered and
i‘g submit to.the humiliations provided in the Act.. That
: would create a delicate condition. I would, therefore,
n - N request you to have this Act scrutinized. ,i am informed
Sf' "- P‘ ~ that the Hon'ble Premier of Bombay is also referring the
matter to you. The cémpulsory registration has been
ordered by the Govermment to be completed before the
15th of this month. We have requested in our resolutions
‘“that immediate order should be issued suspending the exe-
cution of the orders regarding the registration, pending
. the final decision about the withdrawal of the Ag}:_,‘ o
attach a copy of a press report. >

Thanking you in anticipation and with kind
regards, I am, *

F | Yy © ) : ' Yours sincerely, X _
. e . Nicraldae. € VeRypeose

(NIHCHALDAS C. VAZIRANT)

Hon'ble Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel bl
Deputy Prime Minister

Government-of India -

New Delhi.

- — - — s
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MONDAY, JUNE 7, ig4g

SAYS A CORRESPONDENT

mms

The Bombay Refugee ‘Act is veral Cf‘:u‘al “andProvincial sér-
: vide: t has made the
in nd way less insulting and re- Assesml::y members - :o treat !;t‘))::b?z

pressive ' than the Ghetto and fugees in this manner?
Pegging Acts of South Africa Sl:ork
| and - the treatment meted " out

thheNamanSA writes ‘!‘hlsActhasmllymtous-g
a shock. This Act is really worse than

a correSPondeﬂt‘ t.he colour bar prevalent in. South
% . ‘ Afife.” T E < s
~He. says:> “Aecordlng to th\ Re- ‘Are "our sacrifices im the fight
fugees Act, the refugees have got to for frecdom im vaim? . Did we fll
regllhr ‘themselves :- at the nearest jails and ‘our _youmg and old
Police’ station, take an identity card ‘men | by bullets to get this
-nd are - .their 'ar- " treatment from meighbours?

report. our o
rival and depanum and -the change’ No_refigee with the least bit of
ofaddrea._;, - ‘el(mr-w:ﬂolplrn

Over and above this the Govern- ict with
' ment ):oempowe?!d to onderlarry Te- m;l‘hh Nt is ln direct mﬂcofwme
reside in- a particular area it not tter of ?
or*locality or o leave 3 patticular WIS nonindians e stay 1 Do
place and go a 1’ reside anotel'h‘ as citizens of Bombay why is dif-
“plate, “without any r Tay!nuﬂ ~treatment meted out_to re-
humngm.nuebymnn m“f_f:” W‘“pl",‘:’_;"“ ""’“""“;
' ordér:: any police dfficer or an o S 'R
u"’““'"’" pereon. ""I : “""","‘ humma o =
g — On the one hand the Government
. of India ie hvouﬂng meu“::llcy '(:f
o Baide.t.hntherefpe re reguir- and b on thes
ed .fo - “.nds S - other hand a prwlnm is. .maisusing
The .of such, things is pumish- its: power. Bombay Goverament has -
able with imprisonmient . which may taken this unwanted step in spite of
extend to mree months or with fine the fact that the Government:of In-~
which may extend to five hundred dia is P
rypees or wiﬂ! both. and have. appointed M offic-
ers for that work in tbeir Provlnne
What doet all this® show? ' The

:‘g 1ts face is :: disgrimn-' Not Refugees
ll‘mm h’{ulresto condemn- . el ¥ shde =
wPelIed

,E;Actumum rrlght
is a brgach of the
-pim braSorhoodJJf lndhns
&th an -Act’ is<deplorablé at this

time ! when the wounds: of refugees Indians and
are stil bleeding. 3 v - 8

i
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: J 4
The Bombay kmgee Act i.s Central _and Provmckal ser-

vl& what . has inade ~ the . Bomba
it in-ne way less insulting and re- Assernbly. merpbers - to -treat ‘the =k

'_-zhan the Ghetto -and fugees in this manner'
Acts of ‘South “Africa *

,m@t_ment meted Tout 2G|
Des - s.ﬁwri nlsAethnlmumms
o tes ~a-shoek. This Act isireally wm“m;;'
. 8 “~the colour bar yrevahm ln South
ecording. - to the Re- -~ -Are our vgerm in- ‘the n;m
: : y 5t Did-we fll

hm? ‘lt is pity that the -Govern-
using powers- like this against

. uptmtéd and dlstressed people. It is
humiliating.

3 W""- ‘toleration. and brotherhood and on thes

W&: hand a -province- m-:husmg
2 ; its: power. Bombay -Government

taken this unwanted: step- .lll‘plte of _

&9 fact that the GW jof In-




o REFUGLL ACT XXII OF 1948

Resolution passed at a-iieeting of the ianazing
Committee of the Lind Hindu Seva Secmiti
* on the 3rd June 1948

The Managing Comaittee of the Sind lindu beﬁu

. “amiti have carefully conéidered the.variocus nrovisinus

~nf the Bambay Act Ho.XYII of 1948 YAn Act to prowide ~
for the coﬁpulsory rezistration of refuees Dtc.*, and
ore consﬁrained to come to the conclusionrthat the Y —
provisions of the Act are obn&xious anc¢ deyrive ras. - )
p;;table Indian Nationals of their fundamental rijht, - -
of free movement in thé'IndiaA terfitory ana{deal with
ﬁhem not only as enemies but as members bélonging to

the notorious criminal tribes. They totallwv belie the
assurances kindly held out by the belo;ed leadeFEiQf'“
India, viz. Pandit Jawaharlal anc Sard;} Patel to the-
effect that thé refﬁgees would ‘be treated as ecuals and
as well as any other Indian. ‘The Comnittee observe. with

regret that such aan%nOXieﬁg Aet shoulcd have been put ~

__into force with effect frémifhe 1st June 1945 cfter the

overnment of India's:decision to transfer the care and

welfrre of the refujzees to the Provincial Governments. .

The Committee therefore éﬁronglv’urge u}oh'fhe Government

cf Bombay toltalkelimmediate steps to have this Act e

repealed and_rembved froi1 the statute book. - 2

~The Act applies to -&ll persons who have come

to the),Province of Bombay from Pakisten or elsevhcere .

‘ after the lst august 1947 on account of civil distur-

Bances or the Fear of civil disturbances.— Thus, the

Act‘wouLg‘a,ply even to persons who had their business

as well as a rlace-of reésidenee in the Province of —

Pombdy since several vears but-whose princijal place

of residence was outside the Prnvince, and who have- = -

now permanently_left‘thet disturbed area énduhage*i’ g

“

) -~ v
been living in the Province of Bombay since the last

ten months. As the definition of the word “Refugeet -

-] - e s
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7:£f§§§§du; it applies to even persons who have come from
sther Indian Provinces or States. Such persons are .
dofined as refuéees even if they require no help or
assiggéggg;gyom gh; Government. - —
kgfﬂECés are required to get net only them
selves but their ladies and chilcdren re ,istered at
_;réscribed ?olic; Stations, which in several ca-es

are azﬁ; “istance of 3 or 4 miles from their rocidences,
Wwix within = the 15ﬁh of this mongﬁ;or within a Qnek ‘
of their arrival. Ther have all to show their ddentity
marks énc Lrocuce iﬁentlty documénts. I'aillure én their
part makeu them liable to suffer 1mprisonment.for & —
period of three months and they can be further fined
upto 15, 500/ =, et

‘A provic 1on of this kine éan only be necsscary
for members of some notorlougicriminal tribes or fofﬁ
aliens in pimes of war., Pt whis is not the only
hu;iiiation to which a refﬁgee is subjectod. if he- » -
another +lace of residence he}has to notify the change
within a week anc if he fails o :do so he incure: the —
liability of Baiﬁﬁfconfined to jail for a }e;goh 6t .=
three months and of aying a m'inevu‘tol‘.sL'EOO/-..

But even that is mot all. The ”fivinciélA

Government are inves%ﬁp with the 1ower to orcer eny

rtfhgee or refusees to res1de -dn anv cam or place or

area and to ledve -any camp~or .lace or area wvhere he

:~A@hy be recidin;,. - kallureépn_his_part to do qoraga;n ;
makes him liable to the punishment mentioned above,
: __There are o@her uncalled- for provisions, but -

..we have confined ourselves to the most iﬁ;bftant’dnes,gr

It apjears that the prov131ons of this Act
have been drafted on the llneu of™ the Acts repulating

thermovements of foreigners and quminal trlbes and we



e sy
CRe ﬂﬁ e
beﬂ.eve t.hat even thoae Acta. d&m%;m &ﬂ’ SER
..... rx"
A8 what :
t,he 1iborty ot 1nd1v1d\uu.s. i whmpo..sa that -

pre> ,.- 49, ‘i« e
all the .bovn-mutmﬁ fallutes on uu#uu N}y i, o
made coonizablc crim:l.nal o.ffoneoa with the relult ; [V

that any pelice officerin charg- of a police

statinn; even'a head constable, can arrest ever

the most tespectab.l‘ lady or gentlenan without

any warrant and put that person to Mrmsm.nt and

WOrrys .

~ The provisions of this Act have civea rise ¢a

very stro'hgg righteods.i.ndigxnt}gn_ among - chos_é_;hd

are designed to be the-victims of 1t and we cannot

condemn the Act too strongly. )
We urgé that, pending the withdrawl of the

Act the orders reardiag régistiation which havé

‘been issued, should be immediately suspected.

_ NANIK G. IOTWANE
- HON . GEN, SECRETARY .
, SIND HINDU SEVA SAMITI

MGD.
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e ﬁréamble is aimed at securing

health and sanita-

B m—

The Forelﬂners

2 any—-nemsltjn-for hian.

.'1 fO'the State.  In the case

'Tribes éggl_zg_relates to the Tribes which

.ggg g Ve “ﬂnntstakabie~proof~ofAthelr partlclpa- R

subversive activities. But even in

n?rlbes tne ~trend of modern-legal opinion
on like this which suspects a, whole
t history of the tribe and the -



P

‘all refugees as criminals, imposes restraint on ¥

ments and. confers powers upon the Provincial.Govorunﬁnﬁ'to‘
remove the refugee from any place where he may be reaidihg

(even in hig own rented or owned house) to any oeher place

and may employ force for carrying out their orders, _The

plan of the Aet-in a nutshell is this: ) \

It defineés who is refugec (5.2) - It provides for \

the compulsory registration of the refugee (S. 4) the noti=
fication of ény chanze in the address of the refugee, PRower

to Government to direct that the refugee shall sremove from
any particular place‘where he may be residing’téiény other

tlace - (846) Ori the forcible . carry1n~ out ofithese- orders

(s.8) and for compulsory vaccination etg. «{S5.9) In uofault;m

“thHe refugee is punishable with imprisonment whigh may

extend to (S.10). The offences arejcogsiizable (S.13).which

means that any Folice Officer (meaning any. constable even)
may arrest a person contravening the provisions of this. act

" without any warrant.

X The changes»iﬁ address éreArequired-to'be’éﬁb&ﬁpa—
nica by the}certificafq_po_ke.issued'and the certificate
would~6ﬁenfberforwafdéa to the Police Station in the Juris-
diction of whi¢h the refusee would go to reside (S.6)
Thiswisvin main a summary of the impo~tént provi-

'smngwf the, Act+ — : g

There are only two -considerations from which legis-

latlon like this can be judged (1) Does it help thg refuzee
and (2) Is-it needed in the interest of public safety. Judged
from” both these tests, the Act wéuld a}pear'to be useless and
7ent1rely unnecegsafy. - It does not help the refugee in any ‘
;ﬁy. It hurts where-it ghould heal. The provisions for com-
pulsory registration are unnecegsary and irksome. No other :
Prov1nce Eag-felt,the need of any such legislation desklte

the fact that as against about 5 millions of refugees else-
whe;e, the Bombaz_Government has as yet received only 1% lads

in the camps the rest having made their own arrangements.



The definition of the word "“REFUGEE" is wide and confusing. o

',,While we can understand the need of voluntary registration = - -
of certa;n'classes of refugees who may need Governmeet aid : '
for rehabilitation or relief, the compulsory rezistration’
of_gi; refugees regardless of whether they need Government <
helpor not is‘sweeping. One can understand the needlfor N\
legislaﬁien wﬁereby the inmates of camis are made amenable'
to some disc1pline and their entry to, and exit from éﬁgh--

cgmpe regulated But it 1rritates the refugee.who has suf-

fered for no fault of his to know that he is treetgd on the __

~—same lines as an alien or a criminal.
‘The »artlcul rs which are called for are neither
necessary nor desirable. The reference ‘to mark; of identi-
ficatiee-is ridigulous.( ”he prov131onsrregard1ng the change
 ‘bf ahdressiere revolting as they tend to'treat a ﬁetional;of
~Incia as if he were a Forei.: ner,‘ynd a sufferln and persecuted
«class as ii they were crlmlnals.' The 1owero veated in uovern—
" ment ﬁhereov they can control moé@ment of all refuaees (1nc1u~

d1n~ those who may "be ownlng ;roreLty and be fully~rehab111tated)

C-are: 1ncom}at1ble w1th_the "FREM“0du" assured to every citizen

of India by the constltutlon of 1RE‘ INDIA. 'To that extent._
this Act would appear to be ultra vires the Prov;ncial—ﬁe"is—

,lapion;tf

' n negard to vacc1nation etc. there are enough other

No where while passiﬁg an order is Govern—»

These

t‘.give reasons for any such order.




with the ob:)adt “of pmppiagaup es 'qd '

onse withdraw the Act. ~No refugee 1eaderro
was consulted when the Act-was. on the

have come" over following upon ehe parb:l.tioir#

rrrrr -easy to follow. Surely ~the- refugee is nqt:’g

"Sub National" of Indla.

: reg:!:gterlng._ Tt opens the door to corrul.t:lon and‘otficiir-
high handedness.' -3t creates bitterness ’betw(een the: refngeea'

and?overnmént 5

been ».Congress-mj.nded. and. he has suffered Abecam of

'lﬁnings. His trade and comercial conne

been with the Bombay

Presidency and the U ’
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2 _help and whom t.he Prov:.ncial uovernment seeﬁg\'ﬁm- R
- ‘bilitate dn the provim:e¥ We_have  just endM era

: "bringin_g abOut. conflict betWeen ‘Government and c&

*:tt."‘will 1ea3' f,o the_breeehgn of Act on a mas" ‘B¢a

of peoplo whomn the Government—shwln be anxiou o

B

of bitter controversy and non—cocpeta;;l.oa vuth the

foreipn quornmg_t. It would be trar,ic AT the mew .. =

National Government should start. w:Lth demon.,trﬁtlons

of ill will which we fear may téke 11'wce if this Act

is forced _upon ‘the rcfugees aﬁ‘ﬁ ‘vhlch we are most—‘* =

‘anxious shouId in the_ fal:r* name of the. Conv'res., be o

av01ded. y = i S o
SE - We shall bc ha Py to. wa:_t upon you and .dlscuss

the matter further with you. ) o
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