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SPEECHES
THE VICEROY AND GOVERNOR GENERAL OF
INDIA.

ADDRESS FROM THE BOMDBAY MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION.

[On Monday morning, the grd December 1888, the Marquis and 4rd Dec. 1888
Marchiones s of Lansdowne arrived in Bombay, where they received
a very heatty welcome,  Their Excellencies had joined the P. & O.
steam-ship Swtlej at Brindisi, and were accompanicd by the follow-
ing party, some of whom had embarked at London :—

Fady Fvelyn Fitzmaurice.

FLady Be:trice Fitzmaurice.

Lady Maad Anson,

Captain {1, Streatfeild (AD.C.) and Lady Florenee Streatfeild,
Dr. & Mrs. Fenn.

Colorel J. C. Ardagh, C.B, (Private Secretary).

Captain tte Hon. C. Harbord, A.D.C,

Lieutenant H. A, Pakenham, A,D.C.

On tanding at the Apollo Bunder, where a large number of Civil
and Military »fficials and members of the general community had
assembled to greetTheir Excellencies, Lord Lansdowne was presented
with an address of welcome by the Bombay Municipal Corporation,
to which His Fxcellency replicd as follows :—]

Mr. President and Members of the Municipal Cor-
poration of the City of Bombay,~1 thank you heartily for
the generouw: and cordial terms in which you have wel-
comed me; and I can assure you that we shall long re-
member the manncr in which you have received us within
vour city.  Sir, T shall not allow myscll to forget that the

it
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Addvess from the Bombay Municipal Corporation.

courtesy which you have extended to me is not an indica-
tion, entirely or mainly, of personal feeling towards myself.
I believe it to be the manifestation of a feeling which I
have no doubt is prevalent throughout British India, and
which I am sure is prevalent in the city of Bombay,—a
feeling of loyalty to the Qucen-Empress, and of pride in
membership of her Empire,—a feeling which leads you to
avail yourselves gladly of any opportunity of assuring the
person who happens to be Her Majesty’s representative
of your sentiments of respect for him. At the same time,
[ think I should be wanting in frankness, as well as in grati-
tude, if 1 did not recognisc in the words which you have
used, some indication ‘ol personal interest and good-will
towards myself. And 1 can assure you that, at the present
moment, those expressions of your sentiments are, in my
eyes, of the very utmost value; for [ can conceive no
moment in the life of an Englishman more solemn than
that in which he finds himsell called upon to undertake the
great task which is about to be committed to my hands,
Whether he looks back towards the long line of illustrious
men who have preceded him, and asks himself if he
will be given strength of mind and body to continue their
work, or whether he looks forward to the many important
questions which await solution at the hands of the Govern-
ment of India, he must be infatuated if he does not re-
cognise that he is about to submit himself to an ordeal ags
severe as that to which any public man can expect to go
through. At such a moment, the words of encouragement,
such as you bhave addresscd to me, sound most gratefully
in his ears. Let me say also that T do not think there is
any body of public men in this country who could ex.
press sentiments of that kind with greater weight and
authority than the Municipal Corporation of a great city
such as yours,~a city whose historical associations are
amongst the most interesting and remarkable in the annals
of the country,—a city which in our own time has achieved
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Address from the Bombay Municipal Corporation.

for itself a position, intcllectually and commercially, un

surpassced by that of any other city in this continent.  Sir,
I can assure you that any expressions of opinion on the
part of the representatives of such a city shall receive my
most careful and earnest attention. I did not fail to take
note of what fell from you in regard to the success which
has been achieved by the extension of a large measure of
local se f-government to your city, Municipal institutions
are on their trialin the great citics of India, and T am pre-
pared to find that the Municipal Corporation of Bombay has
achicved results not likely todisappoint the most sanguine
advocates of that great and salutary measure of reform.
(Hear, kear)) 1 alsonoted what you said with regard to
the duty which you believe attached to your Government,
of sccuring this part of the Empire against danger from
external attack. 1 entirely recognise that it is one of the
first duties of your Government to render the Queen’s pos-
sessions in this part of the world so secure as to give the
utmost scope to the progress of all peaceful pursuits. In
dealing with this and the other great questions which con-
cern the Government of India, those who are connected
with it have the great advantage of being assisted by a
body of pablic servants unrivalled in the service of any
Power in the world, in respect of their intelligence, ability,
and what ‘ might almost call their traditional aptitude for
the conduc: of public affairs, T trust that the support of
that distinguished body of men will be extended to me as
loyally as it has been given to my predecessors.  But, Mr.
President, [ should be sorry to think that I was to depend
merely upon the countenance and good-will of those who
will be asseciated with me in the performance of official
duties in this country. 1 trust that I may look for the
sympathy and co-opcration of the whole of the Queen's
subjects in this part of India, whether official or non-
official.  You refer in graceful terms to the fact that
Lady Lansdowne has nndertaken to continue the admirable

[E—d
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Addvess from the Bombay Municipal Corporation,

work inaugurated by the Marchioness of Dufferin in this
country. Let me say for Lady Lansdowne, as well as for
myself, that it will be our carnest wish to associate our-
selves with you in all your endeavours for the alleviation of
distress, and for bringing within the reach of those who
most require them, the appliances which science has devised
for the relief of suffering humanity. You were also kind
enough to refer, in passing, to my scrvices under the Crown
in another part of the Empire. The contrast between
Canada and India is a very marked and striking onc, We
have left a cold climate for a warm one, (Laughter.) We
have left a country, most of which has becn recently set-
tled, for a country with a very ancient and historical civil-
ization. We have left a country, in which sclf-governing
institutions are fully developed, for one in which they are
being tried with cautious and tentative steps in regard to
purely local affairs. I trust, however, that in one respect
I shall find a resemblance between Canada and India, 1
trust I shall find that here, as well as there, loyalty to the
Crown, and attachment to the British Empire, are terms as
well understood in the one country as I found them under-
stood amongst those good friends with whom I passed the
last five years of my life in Canada.

Sir, I thank you very cordially for your address, and 1
may express my great admiration of the manner in which
it has been enshrined, 1 accept it with the utmost grati-
tude, and thanks for the courtesy which you have extended
to me. (Cheers.)
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VISIT TO THE SCHOOL OF ART, BOMBAY.

[On th: afternoon of the 3rd December, Lord Lansdowne, accom- 3rd Dec. 1838
panicd by .ord Reay, visited the School of Art, Bombay., Their Ex-
cellencies acrived about five o’clock and were received by Mr, Griffiths,
Principal of the School, and others. After inspecting the various
objects of nterest in the several rooms of the institution, Lord Lans-
downe addresscd the students, who had assembled in considerable
numbcrs in the principal hall, as follows :—]

Mr. Griffiths and Students of the School of Art,—I1 do
not like to leave this building without expressing to you
the great pleasure it has given me to visit this insti-
tution on this the first day of my residence in India, I
sometimes think when [ hear people talking of our efforts
to teach art in this country that we should be a little
cautious s to how we attempt anything of the kind, be-
cause you have already in India so much good art of your
own, that I think we Europeans should think twice beforc
we arrogate to ourselves any supremacy in regard to
matters connected with art. - (Hear, Lhear.) But 1 do not
understand that your efforts here, Mr. Grilliths, and those
of your staff, are directed to anything like a supersession or
removal of Indian art. | understand, on the contrary, that
it is your object to encourage that art in its best and noblest
types, and we are well aware how excellent in all respects
those types are. I may venture to tell you that nothing
made mcre impression uwpon my fellow-countrymen in
England than the admirable art-exhibits of all kinds which
were sent from this country to the great Exhibition held in
London on the Jubilee anniversary of IHer Majesty the
Queen-Erapress, (Cheers.) While I admit that to the full,
and while [ admit that we in Europe have a great deal to
learn from. you——and we have learnt a great deal from you in
matters ¢f art—it is still possible that we may do some-
thing to oring within your reach types and forms of art
culture with which you are not already familiar, The ad-
mirable collection of classical casts round this room are a
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Address from the Bombay Chamber of Commurce.

fair illustration of my meaning, and I do not think that any
one who loves art for the sake of art can find nobler
designs or nobler ideals of art than those supplied from
such sources as these. | will only say one word more, and
it is to express the satisfaction with which I notice in this
room, and the room above, that art students are beginning
in a thoroughly conscientious and honest manner at the
bottom of the trec, and so working up from the first prin-
ciples of copying unambitious and elementary models and
designs, gradually to the top. [ believe, Mr. Griffiths, what
you told me just now_was well within the mark when you
said that the student who carried away the certificate of
this institution posscssed credentials which would satisfy
the public that he had had a sound grounding in the prin-
ciples of art. | have only once more to express the satis-
faction which this visit has given me, and to wish you very
cordially success in the careers which you have chosen for
yoursclves, and in which I have no doubt your studies here
will yield most excellent fruit. (Loud cheers).

ADDRESS FROM TIIE ROMBAY CIHHAMBER O
COMMERCE,

[On Tuesday alternoon, the 4th December 1888, the members of
the Bombay Chamber of Commerce presented an address to the
Marquis of Landsowne at the Sceretariat, His Excellency, on his
arrival at g} r.M., was reccived at the main entrance of the building
by the Mon. Mr, Forbes Adam, C.LE., President of the Cham-
ber.  He was afterwards conducted to the Council Hall, where Mr.,
Forbes Adam introduced the several members of the Chamber to
His Excellency and then read the address which dealt with a large
varicty of subjects, lord lansdowne replied as follows 1]

Mr. President and Members of the Chamber of Com-
mevce of Bombay,—The good will which the Chamber of
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Address from the Bombay Chamber of Commerce,

greatest value in my eyes, and I thank you heartily for the
courtesy which you have shown me, It is, I can assure
you, with the utmost satisfaction that I have learnt from
you, Sir, that my selection for the high office, which I am
about to undertake, commends itself to the mercantile
community of Bombay. No one is more ready than [ am
to recognise the high importance of the interests commit-
ted to your care—interests in which, not only India is con-
cerned, but which are indissolubly bound up with those of
the commerce of Great Britain, which is bound more
closely by commercial ties to your city than to any other
in this continent. [ am fully prepared to admit the ad-
vantages which may be derived by those who are con-
nected with the Government of India, from the existence
of bodies such as yours, the authorised exponents of the
views of the commercial community, and you will, T ecan
assure you, always find me ready to avail myself of your
good offices in dealing with that class of political questions
which most closely affects you. Upon the present occa-
sion you will, I feel sure, excuse me if I do not enter at
length into a discussion of the particular points to which
you have referred me, not because these are not matters
which I should be glad to discuss with you, I suppose,
indeed, that every new Viceroy arrives in India with
ideas of his own in regard to the great task which lies
before him, and the policy by which he would like to
be guided during his administration in dealing with ques-
tions, such as those which you have raised. There is,
however, one conviction which should, I cannot help
thinking, prevail with him at such a moment—the convic-
tion that any ideas with regard to Indian matters formed
at a distance, and of necessity without that full knowledge
which can be acquired only upon the spot, are almost sure
to be modified by subsequent experience of men and
things derived in the country, and from direct contact
with persons having an intimate knowledge of it to which
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Addvress from the Bombay Chamber of Commerce.

he cannot pretend. For this reason ordinary caution as
regards himself, as well ‘as the respect which he owes to
his future colleagues and advisers, demand of him that he
should be slow at the very outset of his career to give pre-
mature public utterance to his thoughts in regard to the
affairs of your country ; and you, on your side, will be slow
to find fault with him, if he exercises what I fancy most
" people will look upon as a judicious reserve in speaking
about them. I shall, however, not fail to take note of
what you have said in regard to the importance of conti-
nuing to develop the Railway system of India, both as a
means of increasing the material resources of the country,
and in order to diminish the risk to which it is liable from
those periods of scarcity to which it has been from time to
time exposed. I may mention that, on the eve of my
departure, this view was strongly pressed upon me by an
influential deputation from the Chamber of Commerce of
Manchester—a city with which you are so closely connect-
ed. I feel with you, however, that at the present time all
proposals involving an increase of the public expenditure
require the closest examination and scrutiny. There is
nevertheless, I am convinced, no duty more incumbent
upon your Government than that of extending the Rail-
way communications of the country, and of bringing to
light, and rendering available for human use, the wealth
which is latent within it. Nor is there, I believe, any
chapter of Indian history to which we have a right to-
recur with greater satisfaction than that which records our
past achievements in this direction—achievements, the
progress of which will, I trust, not be arrested during my
connection with your Government. [ thank youonce more
for the manner in which you have addressed me, and I
trust to be able, during my term of office, to recur to you
from time to time for assistance and advice,
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VISIT TO THE JUBILEE TECHNICAL INSTITUTE.

[On the afternoon of Wednesday, the 5th December, the Marquis 5th Dec. 1868

of Lansdowne, accompanied by Lord Reay, visited the Victoria Jubilee
Technical Institute, which was extensively decorated for the occas
sion. Their Excellencies were received by Mr. Forbes Adam and the
members of the Board of Management, and having inspected the
various rooms of the building and returned to the Board Room where
a large number of students were assembled, His Excellency spoke as
follows :—]

My, Forbes Adam and Gentlemen,—1 hope the students
who have been good enough to come into this room to meet
me are not under the impression that T am about to deliver
to them a lecture upon technical education, That is very
far from being my purpose. In fact, I feel that at this
moment 1 may fairly claim to be considered a student like
yourselves. I think an incoming Viceroy is likely to be,
not only a student, but rather a hard-worked student at the
outset of his term of office, and I think I might add, too,
that he ought to remember, as all good students must, that
he should not be above learning the details of his pro-
fession ; and that in India, coming as he does to a strange
country with which he is not yet familiar, he’ must expect
to find a great many details which it will take him some
time to master, and which he must approach with that
spirit of humility which every good student ought to feel
in approaching the profession for which he is studying.
(Cheers.) But what I will take upon myself to say is this,
that if my presence here this afternoon can be interpreted
as an official or quasi-official recognition of the great im-
portance of technical education in the city of Bombay, I
am very glad that such an interpretation should be placed
upon it. (Cheers.) It appears to me that those who with
you, Sir, have recognised the importance of this movement
have detected that there was in the system of your public
education in this country a vacancy which required to be
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Visit to the Fubilee Technical Institute.

filled. Tdo not know thatin any society, in any community,
technical education deserves a greater amount of support
than it does in your community. I look at the question
from two points of view. You arc endcavouring in India
to extend the advantages of elementary education to as
large a number as possible of the youth of this country, and
when you have carried them through their school or
college course, is it not true to say that you want some
practical outlet for them as a vocation which they may
follow in their maturer age? And may we not say that no
outlet is a better one than that which gives to an Indian
youth an opportunity of cmploying himself in a useful and
honourable manner in connection with any of the great
industries of this country? (Cheers)) Then look at it
from the opposite direction. Is it not true that the great
industries require encouragement in India? [ think it is.
I have seen it stated—! am merely quoting from memory,
but 1 know what [ say is correct in substance—that some-
wherc over scventy per cent. adult males of this country
are engaged in agriculture, and if you add to this those
persons who are indirectly connected with agriculture, you
come to this, that the great bulk of the population is en-
gaged exclusively in agricultural pursuits. Now I do not
wish to say a single word in depreciation of the honourable
position which agriculture has obtained for itself in the
world as a profession ; but [ do say that, in a community like
this, you have a right to look forward to the time when
your people shall be less exclusively engaged in agricul-
ture, and when a larger space shall be given to other
industrics and professions. (Cheers.) Nature has given
to your country a great many advantages which only
rcquire to be developed. [ saw when 1 arrived here, the
tall chimneys of your great cotton factories in the city
of Bombay. I saw on the other hand accounts of railways
and canals in progress, and of Government works of differ-
ent descriptions being carried on all over India. Is it
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Visit to the Fubilee Technical Institute.

too much to ask that some of those natives of this country
who have been educated in India should look forward to
taking up for themsclves an hénourable position in con.-
nection with the direction and superintendence of works
of this kind? I believe it is the case that up to the pre-
sent time, when you have required the services of skilled
‘foremen, you have been obliged to get them from Great
Britain. I hope it will be the ambition of those whom
I am addressing this afternoon to step into employ-
ments of this kind hereafter. I think I am justified in say-
ing there is room for the work ‘which your Institute has
taken in hand. (Cheers.) Let me also say how glad I am
to know that it has commenced its career under such ex-
tremely favourable and hopeful circumstances. 1 think
I am right in saying you depend partly upon assistance from
Government, partly from a fund which was collected and
subscribed as a tribute of respect and affection to a distin-
guished predecessor of mine—Lord Ripon—(cheers)—and
partly upon the great liberality of one of your most distin-
guished and honoured citizens—I mean Sir Dinshaw Petit.
(Cheers.) That, Sir, is a combined support whichany public
institution might consider itself fortunate in obtaining, and
I trust that useful institutions of this kind will continue to
be supported, as this one has been, both by your Provincial
Government and also by the liberality of men whose names
are household words amongst the citizens of Bombay.
(Cheers.) And now I think [ have said enough, because |
began by saying [ would not deliver a lecture or a long
speech. Let me, thereforc, end by saying it gives me
great pleasurc to meet you here this afternoon, and I cor-
dially wish you one and all every possible success in the
professions which you are about to join. (Loud ckeers.)

[One of the students then stepped forward and briefly thanked
Loord Lansdowne for his kindness in having addressed them,]
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OPENING OF A NEW WARD AT THE PAREL ANIMAL
HOSPITAL.

[The Marquis of Lansdowne, accompanied by Lord Reay, opened
a new ward of the “ Bai Sakarbai Dinshaw Petit Hospital” on Wed-
nesday afternoon, the 5th December. On arriving at the Veterinary
College Their Excellencies were received by the Hon, Mr. Justice
Bayley, President of the Executive Committee, and by a number
of gentlemen. After Their Excellencies had inspected the ward sthey
were conducted to a raised dais in the grounds, and when they had
taken their seats, Sir Dinshaw Petit read an address giving a brief
history of the institution. Lord Lansdowne spoke as follows :—]

Sir Dinshaw Petit and Gentlemen,—I| hope before
we proceed to the interesting little ceremony which you
are kind enough to ask me to perform, that you will allow
me to express the pleasure with which | listened to the
address which you have just been kind enough to read to
me. The annals of this institution are those of one the
operations of which cannot but commend themselves, I
think, to all of us, We meet here upon a common ground—
a common ground upon which all classes and persuasions
may well unite—the common ground of kindness and hu-
manity. The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals has done much, both in this part of the Empire and in
the British Islands, to alleviate the sufferings of those
dumb animals to which the human race owes so much, and
I am glad to find that the good work which has been done
at home is being carried on by philanthropic gentlemen in
this country,

« Pity for the horse o’er driven
And love in which thy hound hath part,”
is a sentiment ably expressed by England’s greatest living
poet, and I am glad to know it is a sentiment which com-
mends itself to you here. And 1 think we may say more
that that sentiment of pity which leads us to desire to
remove suffering from amongst animals, carries us a good
deal further still,~it inculcates in the minds of all of us



Speeches by H. E. the Marquis of Lansdowne. 13

Address from the Calcutta Municipal Corporation.

pity for our human fellow-sufferers. And those who are
kind and gentle iu their treatment of dumb animals will
probably be found to be equally kind and gentle in their
treatment of suffering men and women, [ think, therefore,
the work you are carrying on is an admirable one. Iam
glad to know it is progressing, and that you are increasing
the number of your wards, and I feel it a great compliment
that you should ask me to open this particular ward, which
the genefosity and kindness of Lady Petit is about to add
to this institution. I will now, Sir, if you will allow me,

follow you, and perform the ceremony under your direction.
(Cheers.)

[Lord Lansdowne then proceeded to the new ward, where Sir Din-
shaw Petit handed him a massive silver key, and formally opened the
ward, After Their Excellencies had been decorated with garlands of
flowers by Sir Dinshaw Petit, they re-entered their carriage amidst
much cheering, and drove to Government House, Malabar Point.]

ADDRESS FROM THE CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION,

[The Marquis and Marchioness of Lansdowne, accompanied by the 13th Dec. 1888
members of their staff, left Bombay by special train for Calcutta
on Thursday morning, the 6th December, and on Saturday after.
noon, the 8th idem, arrived in Calcutta, where they received an enthu-
siastic welcome from all classes of the community. On the following-
Monday morning Lord Lansdowne took his seat as Viceroy and Gover-
nor General of India, with the usual formalities, and Lord Dufferin left
Calcutta.

On Thursday, the 13th December 1888, Lord Lansdowne received
an address of welcome from the Calcutta Municipal Corporation, a de-
putation on behalf of which body waited on His Excellency at
Government House at 3 p.M, The address was read by the President,
Sir Henry Harrison, and was replied to by His Excellency in the
following terms :—

Sty Henry Harrison and Members of the Corpora-

tion of the City of Calcutta—1 have much pleasure in
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accepting the congratulations which you are good cnough
to offer me on my assumption of the Viceroyalty, and [
rejoice to know that, in the performance of a task, which
you have correctly described as an arduous one, [ shall
have the sympathy of a body of men who may fairly claim
to represent the opinions of the inhabitants of this great
city—a city which, eminent among the commercial commu-
nities of the world, also occupies a position different to
that of any other in the Indian Empire, inasmuch as it is
the seat of Government—a city towards which I may be
permitted to entertain feelings different from those with
which I canregard any other of the cities of India, inasmuch
as it will be, for some time to come, my home and that of
those who are dearest to me.

The domestic affairs of such a city could not do other-
wise than fill a large space in my attention, and | have
listened with interest and satisfaction to the account which
you have been able to give me this morning—an account
which, I may say, has been borne out by evidence that has
reached me from other quarters,—of the achievements of
your Corporation in providing for the needs of your citizens,
There is probably no more salutary boon which could be
conferred upon an urban population that that of providing
it with an adequate supply of pure water. 1 observed
with pleasure a statement publicly made a short time ago,
to the effect that, in the last twelve years, the daily
congumption of pure water had risen in Calcutta from six
to sixteen millions of gallons. Your efforts in regard to
drainage, lighting, and the improvement of your roads
have also, ] am glad to learn, obtained a large measure of
success.

I trust you will be not less fortunate in dealing with
the still more extensive areas, and I am afraid 1 must add
the still greater difficulties which you are likely to en-
counter in improving the sanitary arrangements of the
densely inhabited suburbs by which Calcutta is surrounded.
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It is useless to conceal from ourselves the fact that
such ameliorations of the physical condition of your people
will involve a further addition to the burdens which they
are called upon to bear. [ can, however, conceive no
kind of public expenditure more legitimate than that in-
curred with the object of protecting our fellow-citizens
from the cruel ravages of epidemic disease, and enabling
them to rear their children under circumstances compati-
ble with the growth of a healthy and vigorous race, The
time will, I cannot help hoping, come, when those who are
most nearly affected by those changes, will, if they are
carried out thoughtfully and with caution, acquiesce cordial-
ly in the policy which'you have adopted.

I heard with pleasure your statement that you have
been successful in obtaining by means of loans issued in
your local markets the funds neccssary to meet these
heavy expenditures, The excellent reputation enjoyed by
your securities affords a strong proof of the confidence re-
posed by the public in your municipal institutions, and in
the skill and probity with which their finances have been
managed. ‘

Sir, I take note, with deeply grateful feelings, of the
prayer contained in the concluding passage of your ad-
dress. If it were sought to express, in a few words, the
aspirations in which an incoming Viceroy might legitimate-
ly indulge, I do not think those aspirations could be em-
bodied in more appropriate or eloquent language than
that whicn you have chosen. Peace within the confines of
the Empire, and security from external danger, these are
conditions indispensable to a successful administration of
your domestic affairs, to the development of the resources
of your country, to the mitigation of those risks to which
your people are liable from scarcity, or from disease.
Under the wise administration of my distinguished prede-
cessor, who within the last few days took leave of you with
feelings of regret which I believe were shared by you, and
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whose carnest regard for the interests of the pecople of
India had perhaps exceptional opportunities of appreciat-
ing, steps have, I am glad to know, been taken calculated
to afford relief from any apprchensions of danger from
without. In other portions of the Empire troubles which
for a time promised to be serious have, by his energetic
action, been satisfactorily dispelled. 1 may therefore per-
haps join with you in expressing my earnest hope that,
during my term of office, pcace and security, such as that
which you have invoked, may, under Providence, be vouch-
safed to the Indian Empire of Her Majesty, and that those
who are concerned in its government may find it within
* their power to address themselves, unimpeded by external
or internal complications, to the task of wise and prudent
legislation for the domestic advantage of the people, and
to the introduction of such improvements in the machi-
nery by which your public affairs are administered as may,
from time to time, be required by the altering circum-
stances of the country and of its people.

[After the presentations were over, His Excellency inspected the
casket in which the address was contained, and, turning to the Depu.
tation, added :]—

Sir Henry Harrison,—I had not, when I replied to the
address, had an opportunity of inspecting the casket in
which you have enclosed it; I now take the opportunity
of observing its design and workmanship, and of expressing
my admiration of the artistic excellence of the one and
the skill of the other.
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[On Friday afternoon, the 14th December, a Deputation on 14th Dec. 1888
behalf of the Talukdars of Oudh waited on l.ord lansdowne at
3 o’clock at Government House and presented him with an address
of welcome, His Excellency replied to the address in the following

terms :—]

Jentlemen,—1 return you my cordial thanks for the
manner in which you have welcomed me to the Indian
dominions of Her Imperial Majesty. 1 can assure you
that I approach the task which has been committed to my
charge with a keen sense of the responsibility which it
involves, and an earnest desire to contribute, as far as my
opportunities permit, to the welfare of the vast population
which enjoys the protection of Her Majesty’s Government.

Irejoice to Jearn from your address that my selection
for this important office commends itself to a body of
Her Majesty’s subjects so worthy of respect as that
on behalf of which you have addressed me. My acquaint-
ance with the recent history of India is sufficient to
enable me to accept without question your statement that
your Province is second to none .in its loyalty and devo-
tion to the British Government. I may add that my
predecessor has made me aware of the hearty support
and co-operation which he received from you upon the
occasion of recent legislation by which your interests were
very closely affected. I feel no doubt that the spirit of
moderation and of impartiality which was then displayed
by the Talukdars of Oudh, will prove to be characteristic
of their conduct in the future.

It has ever been the guiding principle of the British
Government, throughout Her Majesty’s dominions, to re-
spect and to safeguard the rights of all classes of the
community, without distinction of race, creed, or station,
It will be my constant endeavour to pursue this course
during my term of office.

C
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I accept your address with the utmost gratitude, and
I thank you sincerely for the good wishes which you have
offered for the success of my Viceroyalty.

ADDRESS FROM THE BRITISH INDJAN ASSOCIATION,

[On Friday, the 21st.December, at 3-15 p.M., the Viceroy received
a Deputation from the British Indian Association, who presented him
with an address of welcome., His Excellency replied to the address
as follows:—]

Mr. President, Vice-President, and Members of the
British Indian Association,—1 have much pleasure in
accepting the address of welcome with which your are good
enough 1o present me on my assumption of office. I take
note, with satisfaction, of your assurances of loyalty and
attachment to Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, and | feel
sure that such an cxpression of your devotion, proceeding
as it does from a body of gentlemen representing a most
important and influential class in the Indian community,
will be highly satisfactory to Her Majesty. | observe your
frank admission of the numerous advantages which have
accrued to the people of this country under British rule,
and I am not without hopes that the more your fellow-
countrymen are able to give an intelligent consideration to
the policy which has been followed in administering their
Government, the more highly they will learn to prize the
benefits which you have enumerated in such well-chosen
language.

You are amply justified in your statement that it kas
been the object of the Government of India to associate
the people of this country with itself in the administration
of your local affairs, and l.am glad to learn from you that
the result of the measures which have already been taken
in this direction have had the effect of increasing the
interest felt by your countrymen in administrative work.
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I sincerely trust that nothing may happen to disap-
point the hope which you have expressed that the pros-
perity of the country and the happiness of its people may
continue to advance steadily during my term of office and
in years to come.

ADDRESS FROM THE CALCUTTA TRADES
ASSOCIATION.
[On Friday, the 21st December, at 3-30 p.M., the Viceroy received
a Deputation from the Trades’ Association of Calcutta, who presented
him with an address of welcome, His Excellency replied to the
address in the following terms:—

Master, Wardens, and Members of the Calcutta Trades’
Association,~1 have much pleasure in accepting the con-
gratulations which you are good enough to offer me on
my accession to the important office which has been
placed in my hands. 1 can well understand that the kind-
ness of your welcome should not prevent you from feeling
and expressing the heartiest regret at the loss which India
has sustained by the resignation of my distinguished pre-
decessor, whose conscientious devotion to your interests
has earned for him so large a share of the gratitude of
the people of this country. I rejoice that you should deem
tne worthy to take his place as the representative of the
Sovereign, and I feel no doubt that your generous refer-
ence to my services under the Crown, in another part of
the Empire, will give the greatest satisfaction to my
Canadian friends, whose countrymen have, for the third
time, seen a Canadian Governor General deputed to fill
the office which I now have the honour to hold.

I join with you in hoping that the condition of affairs
on our frontiers may continue to be such as to leave the
Government of India at leisure to devote itself to questions
aflecting the domestic prosperity of the land. I ‘must,

c2
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‘however, I am afraid, add that experience has taught us
how dangerous it is to build, with any degree of certainty,
upon hopes such as those in which we are indulging. I
can only offer you the assurance that my efforts will be
directed to avoid all unnecessary complications in districts
adjoining those under British control.

I observe the prominence which you have assigned to
the great group of questions which have arisen in conse-
quence of recent fluctuations in the gold value of your
Indian currency, and [ have referred with much interest to
the statements contained in the memorial presented by
your Association in 1886. 1 am glad to have the opportu-
tunity of expressing my sympathy with those to whom
these changes have occasioneu private hardship and suffer-
ing. The inconvenience which has been occasioned to
the Government of India by the derangement of its
finances, as well as the discouragement of private enter-
prise caused by uncertainty in the rate of exchange, are
so generally admitted that it is scarcely necessary for me
to say that I am fully alive to the magnitude of the issues
involved. You will, however, I am sure, agree with me in
considering that it would be altogether premature on my
part to attempt a discussion of the attitude which it may
become necessary, either for the Government of this
country or for the Imperial Government, to adopt in view
of the facts which have been brought to light by the Royal
Commission. It affords me some consolation to know
that, in the opinion of those who have the best opportu-
nities of forming a judgment, the general condition of
your country is a perfectly sound one, that its commerce
is expanding, and its revenues tending to increase, and
that, as far as the ultimate future is concerned, we need
have no serious apprehensions.

In conclusion, I have much pleasure in assuring you
that it will always be my desire to afford to your Associa-
tion the fullest opportunities of making me aware of its
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views in regard to that class of public questions in which
the Trades of Calcutta have an immediate interest. |
thank you for the personal good wishes towards myself
with which your address concludes, and I accept it with
much satisfaction.

ADDRESS FROM THE MAIIOMEDAN LITERARY
SOCIETY.

[On Saturday, the 22nd December; at 12 noon, a Deputation of the
Mahomedan Literary Society of Calcutta waited upon lord Lans-
downe at Government House and presented him with an address of
welcome. His Excellency replied to the address as follows :—]

Gentlemen,~1 thank you cordially for the hearty wel-
come which you have accorded me on behalf of the Maho-
medan Literary Society of Calcutta,

The objects which your Society has set before itself
are, in my opinion, entirely laudable. You desire above
all to encourage the growth of education amongst your
Mahomedan fellow-subjects. The value of education to all
classes of Her Majesty’s subjects cannot be called in ques-
tion. You have, however, admitted with a frankness which,
I think, does you credit, that the community with which
you are connected has, until lately, scarcely kept pace with
modern progress in this direction, and that you find your-
selves consequently in the disadvantageous position of
having to recover ground which has been lost at the out-
set. Let me assure you of the entire sympathy with which
1 regard your efforts, and of my desire to encourage them,
should any opportunity for so doing prove to be within my
reach. With this view you will at all times find me ready
to listen respéctfully to any representations which you may
be able to make to me in connection with these matters.

1 trust that your anticipations with regard to the peace-
ful prospects of my Viceroyalty may prove to be well-

22and Dec, 18|
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founded. I can assure you that nothing would be more
agreeable to me than to be able to devote my attention,
without disturbance, to the domestic requirements of the
country, and to the careful administration of its finances,
which, owing to the circumstances' which you have men-
tioned, undoubtedly require the most vigilant treatment at
the present time.

I observe with pleasure that your Socicty has endea-
voured to promote social intercourse between yout co-re-
ligionists and other communities, and that your fidelity
to your distinctive creed has not led you to stand aloof
from the rest of your fellow-subjects in taking an active and
intelligent part in the public affairs of India.

I did not fail to note your graceful, reference to the
Marchioness of Dufferin and Ava, who has won for herself
so large a place in the estimation of the people of this
country by her efforts to afford medical relief to the women
of India. It hasbeen asource of great satisfaction to Lady
Lansdowne to undcrtake the continuance of the excellent
work thus begun, and I am sure it will be agreeable to her
to know that she may count upon your approval and sym-
pathy.

I beg again to thank you for your welcome and for the

prayers which you have been good enough to offer on my
behalf,

ADDRESS FROM THE INDIAN ASSOCIATION.

[A Deputation from the Indian Association waited on the Viceroy
at Government House on Saturday, the 22nd December, at 1-30 p.m.,
and presented His Excellency with an address of welcome. Lord
Lansdowne replied to the_ address as follows :=—] | ¢

My, President and Members of the Indian Associa-
tion,—1 have much pleasure in accepting the address of
welgome with which you have been good enough to pre-
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sent me. It is most satisfactory to me to find that a
public body representing, as yours does, not only the
parent Association of Calcutta, but a number of local
branches in different parts of the country, is ready to come
forward, as you have to-day, in order to bear testimony in
unambiguous terms to the great blessings which your
country owes to British rule,

It is pleasant to me to learn that you regard my selec-
tion for.the high appointment, which I have the honour to
hold, with approval, and that you are ready to give me credit
for entertaining, with regard to the public affairs of this
country, the liberal views expressed by a distinguished
member of my family who, during a long and active public
career, earned for himself an honourable place among
British statesmen.

The kindness of your greeting, your ready recognition
of the services of my ancestor, and your kind reference
to my own desirec to do my duty by your country, are,
I hope, conclusive evidence that I shall approach my task
with the support of your sympathy. The subsequent por-
tion of your address, in which you enumerate a series of
great questions in the Solution of which you are interested,
shows me, however, that while you are ready to accord to
a newly-appointed Viceroy a liberal measure of indulgence
and of time in which to make himself thoroughly familiar
with the circumstances and condition of the country com-
mitted to his charge, he must not expect to be allowed to
remain for an unlimited period in the pleasant region of
memories derived from the past, and of agreeable, but
vague, expectations with regard to the future. He must no
more allow himself to helicve that he will be permitted to
enjoy such considerate treatment for an indefinite time
than he must allow himself to expect that the climate of
Calcutta, so delightfully temperate and enjoyable during
the last and first few weeks of the year, will continue to
deal with him as gently later in the season.
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I am, however, very far from complaining that you
should have laid before me a somewhat comprehensive ca-
talogue of the measures which are, in your opinion, most
urgently required by your educated countrymen. Those
who are concerned with the government of your country
can but gain by a knowledge of the thoughts and aspira-
tions of its people, and when these questions are approach-
ed in a spirit as temperate and conciliatory as that shown
in your address, it is impossible not to feel that we may,

_ at any rate, enter upon the consideration of these great
problems with the certainty that whatever the point of view
from which we regard them, we arc alike actuated by a
common desire to promote the true interests of the
Queen’s Indian subjects,

You have, with much thoughtfulness, plainly intimated
to me that in laying before me this expression of your own
views, you do not for the present solicit an expression of

‘mine.. Such an expression would, upon an occasion like
the present, obviously be premature, and you would be the
first to complain of me if, within ten days after my arrival
here, [ were to present to the public a completely developed
scheme for the revision of your adtinistrative system.

[ can, however, assure you that the suggestions con-
tained in your address shall have my attentive consider-
ation.

[ thank you for your courteous reference to Lady
Lansdowne, and for the good wishes which you have ex-
pressed for the success of the excellent work which she
has inherited from the Marchioness of Dufferin and Ava.

I will conclude my observations by expressing the
earnest hope that if 1 should, during my term of office,
have again occasion to meet the representatives of your
Association, that meeting may take place under circum-
stances as satisfactory and full of promise as those which
have attended your presence here upon this occasion,



Speeches by H. E. the Marquis of Lansdowne. 25

ADDRESS FROM THE PUBLIC HEALTH SOCIETY FOR
CALCUTTA,

[On Saturday afternoon, the a2nd December, at 2-45 o'clock, a 2and Dec. 1881
numerously attended Deputation waited on the Viceroy on bebalf of
the Public Health Society for Calcutta and presented His Excellency
with an address of welcome, Lord [.ansdowne replied to the address
as follows :—)

My, President, Vice-FPresident, and Members of the
Council of the Public Health Society for Calcutta,—I
thank you in Her Majesty’s name for this expression of
your loyalty to Her, and I gratefully accept the good wishes
which you have been kind enough to express for the suc-
cess of my term of office’in India,

The objects of your society have my warmest sympathy;
indeed although I can conceive that there should be differ-
ences of opinion with regard to the manner in which those
objects can best be arrived at, I cannot conceive that there
should be any such difference of opinion as to the objects
themselves. Healthis valuable to us all, whether we work
with our heads or with our hands. Itis the condition of
the effectual discharge of the duty we owe to society, what-
ever that duty may be. The promotion of mecasures for
the improvement of the public health is therefore a com.
mon ground upon which all classes can well afford to meet
with the determination to sink individual differences for
the sake of advancing the interests of the whole com-
munity,

I congratulate you upon the prominence which sanitary
questions have lately acquired in the public estimation,
ang I think you are right in regarding the recent Resolu-
tions of the Government of India as a substantive admis.
sion of the public importance of your aims,

The pramoters of sanitary reforms have in India a field
of almost boundless extent for their labours. I have seenit
stated that there occur every ycar in this country two and a
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half millions of deaths due to preventible causes. Allinves-
tigations which have taken place into these questions have
pointed in the same direction, and we must, I am afraid,
admit that, except in a few specially favoured districts,
the sanitary state of India is deplorably bad. The public-
ations of your Society, some of which I have had an
opportunity of reading, have done excellent service in
throwing a strong light upon the evils to which I refer.

While the facts which you and others have been able to
disclose cannot fail to shock us, and while we are tempted
to wish that we had within our reach summary means of
getting rid of a condition of things which appears to us
scandalous and intojerable, we cannot bear in mind too
carefully that these are problems which must be approached
with the utmost tact, patience and forbearance. The path
of the sanitary reformer brings him face to face, somctimes
with natural indifference begotten of ignorance, sometimes
with what appear at first sight to be prejudices and supcr-
stitions, but on closer examination prove to have their
foundations deep in the customs and traditional habits of
portions of the human race, When we Englishmen consider
what was the condition of our own country not so many
years ago, and what it is even now in some places not yet
reached by the spirit of modern improvement, we shall, 1
cannot help thinking, regard with a more indulgent eye
the shortcomings of our fellow-subjects in this part of the
Empire.

While I am painfully conscious of the difficulties which
lie before you, I may, I think, say confidently that much
can undoubtedly be done, notably in providing an adequate
supply of pure watcr, and in preserving the existing sources
of supply from reckless contamination, and also by the
adoption of comparatively simple and unambitious steps for
adding to the cleanliness of our towns and villages, Your
urban municipalities can do, and have, I believe, done a
great deal towards the improvement of the areas committed
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to their charge, In the case of the more inert and inac-
cessible population of the rural districts, the difficulty is
greater, and we shall have to be content with more
modest achievements.

In regard to the distribution of the work to be done,
I will venture to say that our great object should be to
stimulate local efforts, and, if possible, to render the people
themselves alive to the advantages of sanitary reform,
No inflexible and stereotyped method can be universally
applied. The circumstances vary almost infinitely, and
the systcm to be adopted must have in it sufficient elasti-
city to render it applicable to the varying features to be
found in town and country, or in one part of India and
another.

Central direction and guidance, and a liberal measure of
moral support, are all that you can expect from the Gov-
ernment of India, This support the resolutions, to which
you have referred with so much approval, were intended
to give. Much more, however, is needed than the enun.
ciation of a policy of sanitation, and a Society such as
yours will do excellent service if it is able to bring home to
the people with whom it is concerned the need for ener-
getic measures in order to remove a condition of things
which has rightly been regarded as a disgrace. Your
progress must, [ am afraid, be slow and laborious for many
years to come, but you may be content if with every year
that passes you are able to feel that some ground has been
gained by the cause which you have made your own.
Time, education, and the example set by those who have
successfully grappled with these problems, will gradually
overcome the obstacles which you have set yourselves to
surmount,

1 have much pleasure in accepting your address.
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ADDRESS FROM THE CENTRAL NATIONAL
MAHOMEDAN ASSOCIATION.

{On Saturday afternoon, the 22nd December, at 3-30 P.M,, 2 De-
putation, representing the Ceniral National Mahomedan Association
and the Branch Associations of the Society throughout India, waited
on the Viceroy, and presented him with an address of welcome.
The Deputation numbered 120 members, and the address was read by
Prince Ferokh Shah. His Excellency replied to it as follows :—]

Mr. President and Members of the Central National
Mahomedan Association,—I thank you for the hearty wel-
come which you have tendered to me on my assumption
of the Viceroyalty of India. Any expression of opinion
falling from you is entitled to the utmost weight, for you
are, I understand, able to address me as the accredited
representatives, not only of the Central Association, but
also of numerous branches in almost all the principal cities
of the Indian Empire.

I feel no doubt whatever that when you assure me of
your devotion and loyalty to the British Crown you are
not using a mere conventional expression, and it gives
me the greatest satisfaction to receive, as Her Majesty’s
representative, these professions of your high appreciation
of the benefits which you derive as citizens of the British
Empire. [ trust that these feellgs Will never cease to
animate your community, and I believe that you have
everything to gain by continuing to show your fidelity to
a.Sovereign under whose rule your country has made con-
tinuous and rapid progress, and in which the strictest
regard has been shown to the religious frecdom of every
section of the people.

It does not surprise me to find that, in addressing me,
you should dwell upon the difficulties which the Maho-
medans of India have had to encounter in their compe-
tition with other portions of the people of India. It is, I
believe, the case that you have to some extent suffered, as



Speeches by H. E. the Marguis of Lansdowne. 39

Addyess from the Central National Mahomedan Association.

you have pointed out, from the fact that your share of the
national wealth is less than that to which your numerical
strength would entitle you, and also from the want of a
proper organization, such as that to which other sections
of the community have had recourse. You might, perhaps,
also have referred to the fact that your literature and
learning, to.which you are naturally attached, represent a
kind of knowledge widely different from that which we
have been in the habit of recognising as the condition of
success in the liberal professions. It is, no doubt, owing
to causes of this kind that you find yourselves less strongly
represented than you might have wished in the Public
Service of the country.

I rejoice, however, to know that you do not intend to
content yourselves with looking regretfully towards the
past, and that you recognise the duty which lies upon you of
adapting yourselves to the circumstances of the age in
which you live. Although I should only be misleading
you if I were to encourage you to expect that the Govern-
ment of India will ever select a Mussulman candidate for
a public appointment, solely on account of his religious
denomination, and in spite ‘of the superiority of his com-
petitors, | am able to say, with confidence, that we shall
rejoice to see your co-religionists coming forward and
obtaining for themselves, in virtue of the many admirable
qualities, moral and intellectual, which they undoubtedly
possess, a larger share in the conduct of the public busi-
ness of the country. Courage and strength of purpose
have always been amongst the qualities which you have
regarded as your hereditary birthright, and I have no
doubt that they still survive amongst your people,and that,
if you direct them in the proper channel, they will stand
you in good stead in the future.

! shall watch with the greatest interest the progress of
the schools and colleges with which you are, I am happy
to say, provided in many parts of the country, institutions
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which have, in some cases, received a liberal measure of
support from the local Government. The Resolution of
the Government of India, to which you have referred in
your address, cmbodies a policy which will, I have no
doubt, be faithfully observed in its fundamental principles,
subject to such modifications as may be suggested by
enlarged experience.

I desire, in conclusion, to express my gratitude to you
for your courteous mention of Lady l.ansdowne, who will
endeavour, to the best of her abilities, to continue the
excellent work commenced by her predecessor the Mar-
chioness of Dufferin and Ava,—a work which, as far as I
am aware, has been supported and regarded with favour by
all classes and creeds in this country. I thank you again
for the kind wishes for the success of my administration
expressed in the concluding paragraph of your address,
and I accept them with the utmost gratitude.

ADDRESS FROM THE BENGAL NATIONAL CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE.

[On the afternoon of Wednesday, the gth January 1889, the
Viceroy received a Deputation from the Bengal National Chamber
of Commerce, who presented him with an address of welcome, to
which His Excellency replied as follows :~}

Gentlemen,—1 thank you for the address which you
have bcen good enough to present to me from the Bengal
National Chamber of Commerce. ,

I rejoice to find that your Association, which has a right
to speak for the Native mercantile interests of this great
Province, is disposed to welcome me so cordially on my
assumption of office.

I shall be sincerely glad if it should be within my power
to promote the interests of those who are, like yourselves,
engaged in the peaceful development of the arts and
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manufactures of this country., In no respect can the
Government of India do more for this useful and deserving
class than by assuring to it complete security from cx-
ternal attack or from domestic disorder.

I entirely concur in the opinion which you have ex-
pressed, in regard to the value to the inland, as well as to
the foreign, trade of India, of the great extension which
your Railway system has undergone. The state of the
national finances is at this moment such as to render im-
perative a close scrutiny of any proposals involving the
expenditure of public funds: important works of Railway
extension are, however, already in progress, and | shall
bear in mind your emphatic commendation of the policy
under which the Railway mileage of India has increased
until it now stands at a total of over 14,000 miles.

I shall not fail to take note of the terms in which you
have called my attention to the present constitution of
your Legislative Councils; others besides yourselves have
pressed this point upon my consideration. As the accre-
dited exponents of the views of the Native mercantile
classes of Bengal you are able to express upon this subject
an opigion of which I am fully disposed to recognise the
weight,

I thank you, in conclusion, for your generous reference
to my services in the Dominion of Canada, and for the hope
which you have expressed that I may have health and
strength to discharge the arduous duties belonging to the
government of this country.
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CONVOCATION OF THE CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY.

[The annual Convocation of the Calcutta University for the purpose
of conferring degrees was held in the Senate House of the University
on Saturday afterncon, the 1gth January. The Marquis of Lans-
downe, as Chancellor of the University, was present, and was received
at the Entrance Hall at 3 o’clock by the Vice-Chancellor (Sir Comer
Petheram) and the Fellows and Members of the Senate, and conducted
to the dais, After the degrees had been presented by the Vice-Chan-
cellor, His Excellency the Viceroy (who, on rising, was received with
oud cheers) addressed the assembly as follows 1]

Mr, Vice-Chancellor, Ladies, and Gentlemen,—Iunder-
stand that the duty which I am expected to perform on
the present occasion is that of introducing to you the
Vice-Chancellor of the University. I dare say it will have
struck those who are listening to me—gentlemen in whom
I have no doubt the faculty of criticism has been fully
developed—that there is something a little incongruous in
such a proceeding on my part, We are aware that, in
private life, it is usual for an old friend to introduce a
stranger, rather than for a stranger to take upon himself
the task of introducing an old friend, and if we%are to
apply the test of old acquaintance, Sir Comer Petheram
would certainly have a better right to introduce me than
I can have to introduce him. Upon the present occasion,
I was so strongly impressed by this anomaly that | was on
the point of proposing to him that he and I should change
places, and that he should present me on my first appear-
ance befare a University audience. Further consideration,
however, led me to the disagreeable conclusion that if T -
insisted upon this view of the case, I should be expected
to relieve Sir Comer of the task which he is about to per-
form—that of delivering the address to which we shall, in
a few moments, be listening, Your loss and mine would
have been too great, and I have therefore accepted, with
the best grace I can, the position in which I find myself.
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I must, however, before I procced to introduce the
Vice-Chancellor, ask permission to introduce myself to
you (applause), and I would do so, not so much in the
capacity of one who has been called upon to undertake
a high position in your country, but as an old University
man (applause) who owes whatever success he has achieved
in life to his University, and who rcjoices to find that
here, in this great Dependency of the Empire, not only the
Government, but the pcople of the.country have shown
themselves alive to the value of higher education, and
anxious to lay the foundations of a system which will in
time become co-extensive with the limits of the Indian
Empire itself. (Applause.) Addressing you in that capa-
city, I rejoice to have an early opportunity of expressing
to the students and graduates of the Calcutta University
my sincere sympathy with them, and with the efforts which
they are making, often, | am afraid, in the face of severe
trials and disappointments, to acquire that high standard
of culture which we connect with the idea of a University
degree. (Applause.)

I trust you will not suppose that, in making this refer-
ence to our English Universities, ] am unaware of the fact
that your University here is an institution of a very differ-
ent kind from the older English Universities of which we
are so proud. The gray quadrangles, the rich endowments,
the splendid heritage of material wealth and intellectual
tradition, are wanting here. These things may be forth-
coming at some future period in this country. It may be
that, even within the lifetime of those who are here to.day,
we may see an attempt made to render the Indian Univer-
sities something more than mere examining and degree-
conferring bodies. (Applause.) We are, I suppose, all of us
aware of the immense difficulties which will have to be suc-
mounted before such a result can be arrived at here. For
the present, we must, no doubt, be content to follow in the
foot-steps of the University of London, and to make our

D
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influence felt, on the one hand, by guiding, to the best
of our ability, the education given at the high schools and
colleges of India, and, on the other, by maintaining here a
kind of intellectual mint to which all who are the fortunate
possessors of the precious metals of intellectual culture
may bring them to be impressed with the stamp which a
degree confers. (Applause.)

I am glad to hear excellent accounts of the success of
your students in the Public Service, at the Bar, and on the
Bench, and I believe it is the case that the area within’
which they are to be found occupying positions of respon-
sibility is steadily increasing in extent. I am afraid, how-
_ ever, that we must not disguise from ourselves that if our
schools and colleges continue to educate the youth of India
at the present rate, we are likely to hear even more than
we do at present of the complaint that we are turning out
every year an increasing number of young men whom we
have provided with an intellectual equipment, admirable
in itself, but practically useless to them, on account of the
small number of openings which the professions afford for
gentlemen who have received this kind of education. (/Hear,
hear.)) 1 will only make one observationin regard to this
point, that I should be sorry to admit that a young man, who
had received a sound education and taken his degree, had
wasted his time because he was unable to find a suitable
career in one of the learned professions. 1 do not think
that there is any vocation in life, however humble, in which
an educated man is not better off than one who is ignorant,
and it certainly seems to me that society in India has more
to fear from a general dead level of ignorance, and froma
dearth of education, than from a slight excess in the sup-
ply of higher education and of highly-educated candidates
for employment. (Applause.)

I should like to add a word with regard to the alleged
danger to which we are exposed from having in our midst
a number of highly-educated young men without employ-
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ment suitable to their intellectual attainments. There is,
I fancy, an impression in some quarters that Government
is so much alarmed at this state of things that it has made
up its mind to stint higher education of the means which
it requires, 1 do not think there is the least likelihood
that any such reactionary policy will be pursued either by
the Government of India or by the Provincial Govern-
ments, (Loud applause.) We might no doubt, at the outset,
have deliberately determined to keep the people of this
country, as far as we were able, in a condition of ignorance
—if it had been possible to keep inignorance races, many
of which have shown a great desire for the acquisition of
knowledge and a singular aptitude for instruction. (A4p-
plause) 1 am glad to think that we have taken the
opposite line, and 1 have no doubt that we shall persevere
in it. On the other hand, the facts to which I referred
just now are not undeserving of attention, and, if experi-
ence has shown that our educational arrangements are not
as well adapted as they might be to the practical require-
ments of the country, it is for us to consider whether we
cannot remedy any defects which have been disclosed.
(Applause.) There seems, for example, to be growing up
“in several parts of the Empire a4 widesprcad feeling that
the existing system, whilst conferring great benefits, is too
exclusively literary, and that we should endeavour to
supply our students with a training which would serve
their purpose in the event of their ultimately electing to
adopt a profession in which literary attainments were not
indispensable. I am informed that this feeling has found
expression in a growing sympathy for the establishment of
technical schools as a supplementary branch of education.
Even in the bosom of the University, this feeling, I am told,
already exists, but it is checked by a not unnatural appre-
hension that any change, even of a supplementary kind, in
the existing curriculum would endanger the interests of
that purely literary culture which will, I hope, never cease
b2
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to be associated in our minds with University education.
To find some means of obtaining the desired advantage
without} encountering the evil results which are feared,
ought not to be a problem of insuperable difficulty, and I
would commend it to the careful consideration of the Uni-
versity authorities.

I have now only to express the great pleasure which it
affords me to have met you, and to offer my congratulations
and best wishes to those upon whom degrees have been
conferred this afternoon. Ican give them no better advice
than that they should bear in mind the solemn words in
which they have, each of them, been admonished by the
Vice-Chancellor. - They should remember, that if a Uni-
versity degree confers a right, it also involves an obliga.
tion, that of showing themselves “in their life and con-
versation worthy of the same.”

I now beg to call upon the Vice-Chancellor to address
the Convocation,

(His Excellency resumed his seat amid loud applause.
The Vice-Chancellor then delivered an address, after which the
Convocation closed. ]

MEETING OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,

[The annual general meeting of the National Association for sup-
plying Female Medical Aid to the Women of India was held at the
Town Hall, Calcutta, on Thursday afterncon, the 7th February, the
Viceroy presiding. The Marchioness of Lansdowne occupied a seat
on the dais beside His Excellency, and there were also present the
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal and Lady Bayley, Members of the
Viceroy’s Council, Judges of the High Court, and Secretaries to Gov-
ernment, while the gencral assembly was large and representative. In
opening the proceedings Lord Lansdowne spoke as follows : —)

Your Honor, Ladies and Gentlemen,—Before we pro.
ceed to the business which is before us, I should. like to be
allowed tosay a very few words in regard to my own
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conhection and Lady Lansdowne’s with the National Associa-
tion. It is not my intention to take up your time with an
explanation of the objects which the Association has in
view. They are well known and uuderstood, not only in
India but in England, where we have many excellent friends,
and where the progress of the Association is watched with
interest. Nor, again, do I desire to enter into details or to
anticipate those gentlemen who will presently address you
in regard to the affairs of the Association and the prospects
of the Fund. My desire is rather to make for Lady |
Lansdowne and myself what I can best describe as a public
profession of our faith in this most. important and useful
movement, and to tell you why it is. that we are anxious
to give it whatever encouragement it can derive from our
support, (Applause.)

We have, in the first place, given our adhesion to the
movement as a matter of loyalty to our predecessors—Lord
and lady Dufferin. (Apglause.) Their interest in it was
so decp and sincere, and their desire that those who were
to follow them should not be lukewarm in their allegiance
was so strong, that, even if we had. been less persuaded
than we are of its usefuluess, we should, I think, have given
the Association our cordial support. (Applause.) It may
perhaps interest you to know in this connection that one of
Lady Dufferin’s first acts, after she had become aware that
I was to succeed to the Viceroyalty, was to write earnestly
to Lady Lansdowne and to beg her that she would spare
no effort in order to carry on the work, the success of which
lay so near her heart. (Applause.) 1 need scarcely add
that that appeal was responded to cheerfully and without
hesitation. (dpplause.)

I should, however, be sorry to allow you. to suppose
that it was merely on account of our wish to please Lord
and Lady Dufferin that we have agreed to connect ourselves
officially with the Fund. Wec are, on the contrary, glad to
do so because we are convinced that the work on which



38 Speeches by H. E. the Marquis of Lansdowne.

Mesting of the Natsonal Association.

the Association is engaged is one of real and substaftial
usefulness to the people of India (2pplause), and that it is
capable of conferring almost incalculable advantages upon
our fellow.subjects in this country, by the relief of a great
load of human suffering at present endured patiently and
in silence without those mitigations which modern science
can afford, and by the improvement of the conditions under
which successive generations of the people of India will be
brought into the world and spend their lives in it.

The matter is one which really does not admit of argu.-
ment. When we consider that there are more than one hun-
dred millions of women in India, that of these all but a very
insignificant minority would sooner face disease or death
than allow themselves to be treated by a medical man,
" that the only attendance which they receive is, as a rule,
that of women so grossly ignorant of the primary condi-
tions which are indispensable to health that their neglect
would probahly be less dangerous to the patient than their
attention~—we are driven irresistibly to the conclusion that
the supply of properly-trained medical women is a matter
of the most absolute and urgent public necessity, If any
of us have doubts upon this point, | commend to their at-
tention the “ Record of three years’ work” which Lady
Dufferin has left behind her. (Applause.)

But, ladies and gentlemen, we should, I think, show a
_very imperfect appreciation of the real significance of this
movement if we allowed ourselves to believe that it would
have no effects beyond those which it may produce by the
alleviation of suffering and the proper treatment of sickness
and disease. These are its immediate objects, but are we
not justified in hoping that it may have remoter conse-
quences even more important than these? May we not
look upon the organisation which the Dufferin Fund is in-
tended to provide as a bridge, slender perhaps as those light
structures which span your northern ravines, but yet a
bridge thrown across the gulf which at present divides the
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Indian and European communities in this country, I can-
not help thinking that there must from time to time come
over most of us, certainly over those who are connected
with the government of this country, a feeling of dismay
at the depth and the width of the barriers by which we
are separated from -our fellow-subjects in this part of
the Empire—barriers not of our own erection, but built
up by the most deep-seated convictions, the most cherished
traditions and sentiments of the natives of this country, In
public life, I am happy to say that daily increasing oppor-
tunities are offered for contact and co-operation. In pri-
vate life those opportunities are still regretably few, and.
from the women of India we are, and must remain, as far
as the proximate future is coucerned, absolutely and com-
pletely cut off.

I therefore welcome this Association because it supplies
us at all events with the means of sending to them across
those barriers a message of friendship. We do not seek
to raise the veil which divides them from us, but we
may at any rate hope that our messengers will bear to
those who sit behind it, by lightening their load of suffer.
ing, by aiding them when their need is sorest, by making
their lives happier and morc useful, some tidings of our
good-will and of our sympathy. (dpplause.)

Now, ladies and gentlemen, as Lady Lansdowne and I
are joining you as recruits, we may, not unnaturally, ask
ourselves what is the outlook of the Association at the pre-
sent moment, I do not wish to form too sanguine an
estimate of this. Although the movement for supplying
female medical aid to the women of India is now fairly on
foot and is able to walk firmly and with its head erect, we
must not conceal from ourselves that we have up to the
present time only made a beginning, and that there has
probably been no moment in the short history of the Asso-
ciation when strenuous efforts were more necessary in
order to ensure a continuance of the success which it has
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achieved, (Hear, hear.) In one respect it is certainly at
a temporary disadvantage, for it has just lost the guidance
of its founders, the firm friends whose strong conviction
and keen sense of the needs of this country led them to
lay the first stones of the edifice which is slowly rising from
the ground. The Association can ill afford to lose the help
of the statesman whose eloquent voice so successfully plead-
ed its cause, and of the Lady President who combined all
that was most graceful and gentle in her sex with rare
practical sense and business ability. (Applause.) To
Lady Dufferin it will bring some consolation to know that
the people of this country fully realise the value of the
service which she has rendered to it (applause), and we
may, I think, predict with safety that, in years to come,
when of the questions and controversies which now agitate
men’s thoughts the greater number have been forgotten or
laid aside, when of the most prominent actors upon the
public stage the majority have passed out of mind, her
work and her devotion to her Indian sisters will be affec-
tionately and gratefully remembered. (A4pplause.)
1f she have sent her servants in our pain,
If she have fought with Death and dulled his sword,
If she have given back our sick again,
And to our breast the weakling lips restored,

Is it a little thing that she hath wrought ?
Then Birth and Death and Motherhood be naught.”

These beautiful lines, which are printed opposité Lady
Dufferin’s picture in the Report which lies before me on
the table, seem to express better than any words which I
can command the verdict which posterity in India will
accord to Lady Dufferin’s efforts in connection with the
Association. (Applause.)

While, however, we are alive to the extent of our loss,
and while we must also perhaps admit that the movement
has no longer that exuberant vigour which, in cases of this
sort, is generally associated with the earliest stages of
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youth, that its novelty is wearing off, and that we may
very likely find some of our friends becoming more re-
luctant to ask, and others to give, the support which the
Association needs so much, we may, on the other hand,
dwell with satisfaction upon one great fact which to my
mind outweighs all other considerations,—I mean the fact
that we have now had sufficient experience of this move-
ment to demonstrate that which was at first open to ques-
tion, namely, the absolute soundness of the principle upon
which the enterprise is based. It is no longer open to any
one to argue that there is no'room in India for trained
medical women, or that their ministrations are not accept-
able to the female population of this country. (Hear,
hear) Evidence on this point is forthcoming in abund-
ance. The number of our students is increasing., Those
of them who have completed their studies are doing well
as employés of the Association, or are working success-
fully in private practice, while the popularity of the medical
relief which we are able to afford is proved by the number
of women and children who flock to our institutions where
they are in existence, and by the demand which is spring-
ing up for it in new centres. That demand already large-
ly exceeds the supply, and I am assured that if at this
moment we could disposc of the services of a number of
trained medical women ten-fold that at our disposal, we
should find that there was room for them in the commu.
nity with which we have to deal. It is in fact the case’
that, thanks to the initiative of this Association, the public
mind of India has become accustomed to the idea that it is
possible to obtain for the women of this country the
services of trained medical attendants of their own sex,
and that the profession of Lady Doctor has taken its place
amongst the liberal professions of India, and is likely to
retain it. (Applause.) :

I feel some hesitation in offering to the Association any
suggestions of my[own in regard to the dircction which
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may best be given to its efforts. I will, however, venture
to say this much, that it appears to me that we should con-
centrate our energies, and spend our resources, as much as
possible, upon the one main object which is before us—I
mean the training of our students, and upon those pur-
poses which are immediately connected with it. Amongst
these I would dwell particularly upon the need of provid-
ing suitable boarding-houses for the students. Without
these it is difficult to see how young persons of the class
whom we desire to recruit, and who should be as carefully
selected as possible, can go through their course of study
under conditions suitable to a refined and highly-educated
woman. I cannot refer to this branch of the question
without dwelling upon the obligation of the society to the
Maharani Surnomoyi (applause), to whose liberality the
city of Calcutta owes a most admirable institution of this
kind., (Continued applause.)

There is another important matter in connection with
the training of our students as to which I should also like
to say a word—I mean the foundation of scholarships ten-
able by the students during their course. Some of these
scholarships have, I am very glad to hear, been endowed
by our Municipalities, thus affording a strong practical
testimony to the value set by the public upon the services
of educated medical women. I may mention herethat a
sum of R6oo is sufficient to cover the cost of such a
scholarship, and I cannot help hoping that in a country
where private liberality is as common as it is in this—and
I am well aware of the obligation under which the Fund
lies to those gentlemen who have so generously befriended
it—the foundation of such scholarships will become not
unfrequent. (Hear, hear.)

I will close what 1 have to say by expressing, on Lady
Lansdowne’s behalf, her gratitude to the many friends
who have practically contributed to the success of the
Association. Foremost among these come the Principals
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of the Medical Colleges and their Assistants who have
done their utmost to encourage the female classes. (4p-
plause) It is not too much to say that, without this sup-
port, success would be beyond our reach, and that any
indifference or reluctance on the part of these gentlemen
would be fatal to the progress of the Association, Lady
Lansdowne wishes me also to express her deep gratitude
for the assistance which the Association has received from
ladies all over India, who have devoted much of their time
to the work of local Committees and to the superintendence
of hospitals. (Applause.) li their active co-operation
had been denied to us,—if they had not interested them-
selves as they have in our students at the various colleges,
these would have been removed from an influence power-
ful for good and most useful in its effect upon the tone
and character of the classes.  Lady Lansdowne earnestly
trusts that these ladies will extend to the young female
practitioners, when they first enter upon their work, the
same help and sympathy which they have accorded to the
students,

I have now only to thank you for having allowed me to
interpose these few words before the business of the day,
and to assure you that if in your opinion either Lady
Lansdowne or | can promote the interests of the Associa-
tion by succeeding to the offices held by our predecessors,
we shall be glad to place our services unreservedly at your
disposal. (Loud and continued applause.)

[The meeting was then addressed in turn by Mr, Scoble, who moved
that the Annual Report of the Association be received and adopted ;
Mr. Gurudas Banerjee (a Judge of the High Court) and Mr. Syed Amir -
Hoosein, C.I.E. (a Member of the Viceroy’s Legislative Council), who
seconded the motion ; by the Lieutenant-Governor, who proposed a
vote of thanks to His Excellency for presiding, and to Lady Lansdowne
for undertaking the duties attaching to the office of Lady President,
and who at the same time reviewed the work done by the Bengal
Branch of the Association during the year; and by the Maharajah of
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Vizianagram, who seconded.the motion. His Excellency, in replying
to the vote of thanks, said :—] :

Your Honor, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I thank you
cordially for the manner in which you have received this
motion and for the thanks with which you have been good
enough to requite any slender service which I have been
able to render this afternoon. I observe that His Honor,
in speaking to the motion, very properly disregarded
the standing orders and virtually inserted an amendment
rendering the vote of thanks applicable to Lady Lansdowne
as well as to myself. (Applause.) [ have no objection
whatever to that course, because I always feel on an occa-
sion of this kind that if thanks are due at all, they are due,
not to the persons who come tosay a few words, but to
those who take a labouring oar and carry on the daily
routine and hard work which a movement of this kind
entails. (Applause.) It will always, I assure you, give me
very great pleasure to co-operate with those concerned in
the management of the affairs of the Association, and I
can only say that if you desire to encourage the work
which it has set before it; you cannot do better than by
taking to heart the excellent advice which His Honor has
just given to you, and making it your business to see that,
in this part of the Indian Empire, the Association is not
allowed to collapse for want of that support to which all
of us agree it is so well entitled, (Loud and continued
applause.)
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{On Wednesday afternoon, the 20th February, the Viceroy received
a Deputation from the Eurasian and Anglo-Indian Association who
presented him with an address of welcome. Ilis Excellency replied
to it as follows :—])

Myr. President, Vice-President, and Directors of the
Eurasian and Anglo-Indian Association,—I thank you cor-
dially for the congratulations which you are good enough
to offer me upon my appointment to the office which I
have had the honour to fill during the last few weeks.

It has been a source of the utmost satisfaction to me
to receive from public bodies, representing many different
sections of the population of this country, addresses expres-
sive of the sympathy and good-will which the people of India
are disposed to accord to me at the outset of my career as
Viceroy. These assurances would have been incomplete
if you had not been good enough to add to them a tribute
of friendly feeling such as that which you have embodied
in your address. Your community occupies, as you have
pointed out, a special and distinctive position, and I rejoice
that you have not stood aloof at a time when both natives
of India and European residents have come forward so
loyally to welcome me.

I have learnt with pleasure that your Association has
been actively engaged in promoting the interests of those
whom it represents. Insurance cffected upon sound and
carefully-tested principles, the provision of cheap and healthy
dwellings for the less aftluent classes, and the improvement
of education, are all objects the utility of which cannot be
contested, and which deserve encouragement and support.

I shall always be glad to listen respectfully to any
official representations which your Association may think
fit to make to me upon those matters of public concern in
which it bas an interest.

aoth Feb, 188g
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I have, in conclusion, to express the satisfaction with
which I have heard you place upon record these declara-
tions of your loyalty and devotion towards the Government
of Her Majesty, and I must add to this my own personal
gratitude for the generous references to myself with which
your address concludes.

[In reply to a question put by His Exccllency, the President of the
Association (the Revd. S. B. Taylor) said that, including brancheg
at Madras, Bombay, Allahabad, and Rangoon, there werejover 4,000
Members of the Association, and that all these branches looked upon
the Calcutta Association as the mouth-piece of their representations to
Government, ]

ADDRESS FROM THE BENGAL CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE.

[On Thursday afternoon, the 28th March, a Dcputation from the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce waited on Lord Lansdowne and
presented him with an address on the subject of Railway Extension
in India, The various points in the address will be apparent from
His Excellency’s reply, which was as, follows :—]

Mr. President, Mr. Vice-President, and Members of the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce,—] had much pleasure
in acceding to your request that I should afford you, on
the eve of my departure from Calcutta, an opportunity
of meeting me and of making me aware of your views
with regard to the important questions dealt with in your
address, Before, however, | say a word as to these, let me
offer you my cordial thanks for the terms in which you
have referred to my appointment to the office of Viceroy.
It is most agreeable to me to learn that a body represent.
ing, as yours does, the commercial interests of this great
Province, regarded my selection by Her Majesty with
approval. I can assure you that I set a very high value
upon the confidence of such a body, and that I shall be
glad, from time totime, to communicate with you in regard
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to any matters of public policy in which you have a special
interest.

It is satisfactory to me to reflect that, in so far as the
main objects which you have indicated are concerned,
there is no difference of opinion between the Government
of India and your Chamber. [f the Chamber has consist.
ently advocated the extension of the railway communica-
tions in this country, I am within the mark in saying that
successive Governments of India have not only supported
such extensions in theory, but have carried them out in
practice, until it has come to pass that the number of miles
of railway, either open for traffic, or under construction in
India, has risen from 400 miles, in 1857, to between 16,000
and 17,000 at the commencement of the present year,
There may have been moments when the rate of progress
achieved in this direction did not appear to be sufficiently
rapid. I am glad, however, to know that, of the three
projects specially referred to in your letter to the Marquis
of Ripon as requiring speedy completion, two—I mean the
Bridge over the Indus at Sukkur, and the Hooghly
Bridge—have been since completed; while the third—-
namely, the Bengal-Nagpur Railway—is making rapid pro-
gress. In regard to the two other points mentioned in
that letter, I observe that you are disposed to insist upon
the expediency of establishing what you speak of as “a
single and final authority in this country empowered to dis-
pose expeditiously of these railway questions as they arise.”
If it is your intention to convey to me by the use of these
words that you desire to see the Railway policy of India
entirely emancipated from the control of the Secretary
of State, I am afraid I cannot hold out hopes to you that your
aspirations will be very speedily realised. The Secretary
of State is responsible to the Imperial Parliament, and
I should be surprised if either you or I are able to per-
suade that assembly to abdicate the control which it now
excrcises over the larger questions of Indian administration.
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I may add that I do not believe that there is any differ-
ence of opinion in regard to the desirability of personal
communication between the heads of the Railway ad-
ministration and those directly engaged in the commerce
of the country, and that you will find the Honourable Mem-
ber in charge of the Public Works Department, and its
principal officers, disposed to facilitate such communication
to the best of their ability.

I will now glance very briefly at one or two of the
points to which you have called my attention in the subse-
quent portion of your address. ' You are of opinion that
there is some disadvantage in the arrangement under
which the Secretary of State receives the advice of a
Consulting Engineer who is also employed by many
Indian Railway Companies. =The matter has, I understand,
been frequently discussed. = The present arrangement is,
however, one that has come gradually into existence with
the growth and development of the Indian Railway sys-
tem; and even if it is in theory open to objection, it may be
urged that the questions in regard to which the Consult-
ing Engineer of the India Office is expected to advise
the Secretary of State are, for the most part, questions
in regard to which there is practically no conflict of inter-
ests between competing lines.

Your next suggestion is that the Government of India
should deal in a more liberal spirtt with the matter of
guarantees, and that these should be given, or withheld,
not merely with reference to the prospective profit or loss
of the undertaking. I am under the impression that, in the
case of Famine Railway lines at all events, the indirect
advantages to be derived by the community from the con.
struction of new lines of railway have again and again
been regarded as a sufficient justification, without reference
to direct profit and loss. This question is, however, one
which it is impossible to deal with within the limits of
an answer, such as that which you will expect from me to-
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day, and I will only add that I am not without hope that
you will think, as I do, that the Government of India should
examine with the utmost caution any proposals for the ex-
tension of the system of sterling guarantees to new lines
of railway—guarantees which, while the present state
of uncertainty in regard to the rate of exchange continues,
involve the assumption by the State of pecuniary obliga-
tions, the extent of which it is absolutely impossible to
foretell.

I pass from this matter to your reference to the need of
more direct through communication in Northern and Cen-
tral India. The line to which you refer more especially= I
mean the Bengal-Nagpore Railway—is, I am glad to say,
now well in hand, and will, I hope, be entirely completed
by the end of next year. Iunderstand that the comparative-
ly slow progress made by the Bengal section of this line
has been due, partly to local difficulties of a physical
character, and partly to differences of opinion as to the
most suitable point of junction with the East Indian
Railway.

During the shott time which I have been in this country
my attention has been called to the necessity of a shorter
line between Calcutta and the Upper Provinces, This
question forms the subject of a correspondence still in
progress between the Government of India and the Sec-
retary of State. Three surveys are at this moment pro-

~ceeding in conncction with this project, and I trust that it
may be my good fortune to see one of these alternative
lines carried to a successful completion. '

There is, 1 think, only one other point in your address
to which I need refer. It is your statement to the effect
that you have been informed that ‘it has been decided to
allow no new line in India to be constructed which may
compete with an existing line.”” The question of the
limits within which Railway competition should be en-

couraged is a fair one for discussion. I do not imagine that
E
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you arc preparcd to suggest that absalutely unlimited com-
petition, especially where large amounts of public money
have already been invested in railway enterprises, sanc-
tioned and supported by the Government, would be desir-
able. The question seems to me to be entirely one of
degree, and | am glad to be able to assure you that the
information which I have been able to obtain in the brief
space of time during which your address has been in my
hands, is to the effect that no such new decision of
which you are so apprehensive; has been arrived at, either
by the Home authorities, or by the Government of India.

I have now, I think, briefly noticed most of the sugges-
tions ‘contained in your address, but I shall have much
pleasure in considering them more fully than I have been
able to do in the two or three days during which they have
been before me. The intention of your Chamber was, I
imagine, not so much to elicit from me an announcement
of the policy of the Government, as to indicate the points
which, in your opinion, stood most in need of investigation
by Government. I am quitc sure that the Bengal Cham.
ber of Commerce is too well informed to be under the
impression that the Government of India, during its stay
in the hills, passes its time in idleness. If there was any
doubt as to this, you may console yourselves with the
thought that you have provided me with serious matter for
reflection during the next few months, and I can promise
that your views will receive the most careful considera-
tion.
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[In the Legislative Council held at Government House, Calcutta, on
the 2gth March, the Hon'ble Mr. Quinton moved that the Report of
the Select Committee on the Bill to authorise the imposition of a
Patwari rate in the North-Western Provinces and Qudh, and to make
certain provisions respecting Kanungos and Patwaris in those Pro-
vinces be taken into consideration. As the Bill was introduced main-
ly, but not solely, with the object of adding to the revenue, Sir David
Barbour, in the course of the discussion on the motion, took the oppor-
tunity of explaining the condition of the finances. The motion was
eventually put and carried, and the Council adjourned to Friday, the
29th March, when a discussion took placeon the Financial Statement
following on a motion that the Patwari Bill should pass.

At the close of the debate, [1is Excellency the President addressed
the Council as follows :—]

It will not be necessary for me to occupy the time of
the Council for many minutes, but there are one or two
observations which I should like to offer before this discus-
sion closes. It has been an unusually short one, but the
speeches which have been delivered afford an excellent
illustration of the advantage to be derived by the Govern-
ment of India, and by the public, from the practice of
affording to the Legislative Council every opportunity of
considering, reviewing, and criticising the financial pro-
posals of the Government. The ultimate responsibility for
such measures must, no doubt,remain with that Government,
but that responsibility will certainly sit more lightly upon
our shoulders if we know that our proposals have been
framed in such a manner as to stand the test of examina-
tion and criticism by our colleagues at this table.

It has, I believe, usually been hcld that the terms of the
Act by which our proceedings are governed, preclude such
exaniination, except when the financial arrangements for
the year involve legislation in Council. I will not pause to
inquire how far this view is borne out b~ the letter of the
Indian Councils Act. It has certainly been borne out by
the persistent interpretation which has been placed upon

E2

29th March 1889
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the Act both here, and by different Secretaries of State. A
case is, I understand, upon record in which a Viceroy drew
upon himself the censure of the Secretary of State for hav-
ing permitted a discussion of the Budget without the pre-
text that it was connected with one of the Bills brought
before Council during the session. The result has been
that the Legislative Council has, or has not, been able to
discuss the Budget according as it was or was not con-
nected with some change in the laws of the country, and it
has thus come to pass that,during the last twenty-five years,
the Budget has been discussed in Council upon twelve oc-
casions, while in the remaining years no such discussion
has been allowed to take place.

This seems to me, | must say, an altogether incongruous
and inconvenient arrangement, and | feel little doubt that
as far as the present ycar is concerned, Hon'ble Members
will share the opinion of my Hon’ble Friend, and will ap-
prove of our action in taking advantage of the passage of
the Bill which we are now considering, and which, to some
extent, touches the fringe of our financial arrangements, in
order to lay before Council the whole of our scheme for the
financial administration of the coming year. This course
is one which entirely commends itself to my judgment, and
I am glad to express publicly my opinion that the opportu-
nities accorded to the Legislative Council, for passing
under review the financial situation of the country, should
occur with regularity, and should not depend, as they de-
pend at present, upon what is after all a mere accident,—
I mean the necessity of financial legislation in any particu-
lar year.

Hon’ble Members are, no doubt, aware that this question
has been for a long time under the consideration of the
Government of India, and that the view which I have just
expressed was strongly entertained by my predeeessor,
who felt it to be his duty to makc a representation upon
the subject to the Secretary of State, Since my arrival in
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this country I have followed the matter up with the entire
concurrence of my Hon'ble Colleagues in the Government
of India, and I am glad to say that Lord Cross has given
his cordial adhesion to the proposition which I have just
advanced.

The arguments in its favour appear to me, I must say,
conclusive, and they are supported by a great weight of
authority, including I believe, that of all the principal
Chambers of Commerce of India.

I remember being much impressed at the time by an
observation from my Hon’ble Friend Mr. Steel, on the in-
troduction of the Bill now before us. If the imposition of
a new tax is a matter worthy of discussion at this table, it
is I'think quite true, that, as he observed, the remission of
an old tax is equally worthy of such discussion, I can con-
ceive no pretext upon which it could be held, that, in one
case, discussion is desirable, and in the other inconvenient, or
unnecessary, Itseems,indeed, to me that, if a distinction is
to be drawn, if the criterion is to be the public importance
of the step, the remission of an old tax may often require
more careful discussion than the imposition of a new one.
The imposition of a new tax is pretty sure not to be resort-
ed to without sufficient consideration. The measure is
bound to be unpopular with some one. Itis sure to pro-
voke criticism, and it will certainly be narrowly scruti.
nised, both by those who impose the tax, and by those upon
whom it is imposed. The abandonment of an old tax is,
however, a very different thing. The Exchequer may be
overflowing at the time: the remission is agreeable, both
to those who make it and to those who profit by it: the
temptation to be liberal, to spend the money while you
have got it, is strong: every one is pleased :—and it thus
comes to pass that, by a stroke of the pen, a permanent
source of income is lost or alienated, without that con-
sideration to which a step so momentous is entitled.

Even, however, if the Budget involves neither the im
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position of taxation nor its remission, but merely the re-
tention of existing taxes, it does not appear to me that we
are therefore relieved from the duty of taking Council
into our confidence. The proposal to retain an existing
tax may, under certain circumstances, be as fairly open to
question as the proposal to remit taxation, or to imposé it.
Every Budget involves proposals falling under one or other
of these three heads, and the conclusion appears to me to
be irresistible, that it is for the public convenience that
under whichever category the proposals contained in the
Budget of any given ycar may happen to fall, those pro-
posals should be submitted for your examination here.
Another consideration leads me to the same conclusion.
Financial criticism, if it is to be valuable, should be as
continuous as the financial policy which it criticises, The
financial history of a country is uninterrupted ; so should be
the watchfulness of those who are entrusted with the duty
of passing it under review. It seems to mc almost an
absurdity that it should depend upon the mere accident of
the introduction of a Bill, whether that review should take
place or not. Such a review should extend, not only to
the past and to the present, but to the future, with its
prospects and possibilities. Perhaps no advice is more
valuable than that which has reference to the remoter
future. The income and expenditure of the past year are
beyond recall, and, at the time when the Budget is framed,
it would be extremely difficult for the Government to
recede from the arrangements which it has made for the
year which is just about to commence. In regard, however,
to the years which lie beyond, the Government of India is
not committed to the same extent, and is still in the posi-
tion- to profit by useful suggestion and advice. I welcome
in this spirit that which has been given to us by the
Hon'ble Members who have placed upon record their
opinion as to the course which should be adopted, in the
event of our being hereafter in a position to remit taxa-
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tion. I trust that they are right in anticipating that we
may, bcfore we are much older, find it to be our agreeable
duty to consider what burdens we can rcmove from the
shoulders of Her Majesty’s subjects in this part of the
Empire, and I can promise them that, should the Govern-
ment of India, while [ have the honour of being connected
with it, find itself in the happy position of being able to
dispense favours, we shall be careful to do so, with the
utmost circumspection, and with a due regard to the argu.
ments which they have advaftced.

I mentinned just now that the Secretary of State had
expressed his concurrence in the proposal that there should
be an annual, instead of an occasional, discussion of the
Budget in Council. [ may, perhaps, take this opportunity
of mentioning that this subject appears to the Government
of India, as well as to the Secretary of State, to be closely
connected with another,—I mcan the propriety of giving to
Members of the Legislative Council of the Gevernment of
India, under proper safeguards, the right of addressing
questions to the Government upon matters of public in-
terest. 1 am in a position to state that we are in favour of
a change in this direction, and that this question is also
engaging our attention, and that of the Secrctary of State.
I make this announcement, however, subject to two impor-
tant qualifications. It will, in the first place, be necessary
to ascertain clearly whether the law, as it now stands,
permits the course which we should like to adopt, and if it
does not, how it should be amended. In the next place,
it will be necessary cffectually to limit the right' of inter-
pellation in such a manner as to preclude absolutely all
questions which could not be put without injury to the
public interest.  This is a point of the utmost importance,
and will require the most careful examination.

The case of the Bill before us shows how much easier it
is to surrender a source of income than to get it back
again. The evidence adduced has demonstrated that the
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remission of the Patwari Cess failed to have the cffects
anticipated from it, while it involved the sacrifice of a
large annual revenue. We have now to be content if we
can recover for the public a part of the resources which
we then abandoned, We shall also, I am afraid, be com-
pelled to admit that, to some extent at all events, it may
prove beyond our powers to distribute the incidence of the
re-imposed burden between landlords and tenants with
absolute fairness. It is difficult to disprove the state-
ment that the new law may 4nvolve a certain degree of
apparent hardship to those tenants who obtained no bene-
fit from the remission of 1888, and who having, upon that
occasion, failed to obtain any relief from the taxation to
which they were then liable, may now find that, under this
Bill, a new burden is imposed upon them. We may, how-
ever, | think, take for granted two facts,—first, that any
attempt to deal exceptionally with these apparently hard
cases, will involve the creation of a much greater number
of much harder cases. [ have little doubt that, as was
stated in 1884 by Sir Alfred Lyall, ““it is impossible to
resolve existing rents into their original component parts
and to lay down what portion of them represents the old
Patwari Cess;” and [ am also afraid that any attempt to
exempt tenants with occupancy rights from the new im-
post would involve the infliction of what would certainly
be regarded as a grievous wrong upon the tenants.at-will,
whom we could not protect, and who occupy nearly one-
half of the total area of these Provinces. In the next
place, it séems to me that, considering the smallness of the
rate for which the tenant is liable to be called upon—a
rate which cannot exceed, speaking in reund numbers, one
per cent. upon the annual rent of his holding; consider- -
ing also the fact that the tenants, as a body, have a large
interest in the effectual performance of the services ren-
dered by the Patwari, the grievance, if indeed it be one, is
of infinitesimally small proportions.
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1 will say one or two words only as to the Financial
statcment of my -Hon’ble Friend, and the obscrvations which
have been madc upon it. That statement appears to be
onc which we can contemplate, if not with positive satis-
faction, certainly with the feeling that much worse things
might have befallen us. During the course of last summer
my Hon'ble Friend and I were in constant personal commu-
nication with the Secretary of State, and with other per-
sons regarded as high authoritics upon Indian questions.
I think that, at that time, we should all of us have been
extremely gratified if there had been reason to anticipate
that my Hon’ble Friend would be able to show so satis-
factory a condition of things, either in respect of his anti-
cipations for the Budget of next year, or in regard to the
accounts of the year which is about to close.

That he should have been able to do this is partly duc
to circumstances which we can regard with unmixed satis-
faction. The downward course of the gold value of silver
has, for the moment, been arrested, and the elasticity shown
by the ordinary sources of revenue has, upon the whole,
been satisfactory. On the other hand, I feel bound to
express my regret that we should have found it impossible
to establish a financial equilibrium for 1889-go, without
again calling upon the Provincial Governments to contri-
bute towards our necessities from the balances at their
disposal. No one, whether an individual or a corporation,
particularly enjoys treatment such as that which the Pro-
vincial Governments have lately experienced at our hands.
It is trecatment which 1 have heard described in terms
which lost nothing of their severity from the fact that they
were usually couched in allegorical language. The Coun-
cil is well aware that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment of India to achieve its purpose by a more ingeniously
contrived, and more plausible, procedure than that which
we actually adopted. The scheme for the assessment of
the Provincial contributions, embodied in the well-known
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Circular of October 2nd of last year, is within the recol-
lection of Hon'ble Members, When I arrived in India
that scheme still held the field, and representatives of the
principal Provincial Governments had been invited to
meet the predecessor of my Hon’ble Friend in this city, and
to confer with him in regard to the proposals thcrein con-
tained, The conference took place, and it disclosed two
most important facts. The first of these was that the
Hon’ble Mr. Westland, after full discussion with the Pro-
vincial delegates, came to the conclusion that some of the
proposals, and amongst them those which had been re-
garded as the most important and cssential features of the
project, ought not to be insisted upon. We became aware,
in the next place, that the representatives of the Provinces
very much preferred the simple and unscientific methods
whickr my Hon’ble Friend has adopted to the more elaborate
and- ingenious procedure, by which the Government of
India bad designed to place the Provinces under contri-
bution. Under these circumstances one course only was
open to us. My Hon’ble Friend had but lately assumed the
duties of his important office. I had myself only been a
few weeks -in the country, and we were, under the cir-
cumstances, both of us eantitled to ask that any attempt
to dispose finally of this important question should be,
for the present, deferred. Itsecms to me that, under these
circumstances, my Hon’'ble Friend was amply justified in
abandoning the procedure- originally contemplated, and
in giving up for the moment any attempt at a scientific
re-adjustment of the basis of these Provincial contribu-
tions,  and in resorting to an ad inferim arrangement
which would give him the ways and means he requir-
ed, but which would leave the much larger questions
at issue still open for further review. 1 will add noth-
ing to this part of my observations unless it be to ex-
press, with reference to the remarks which have' just
fallen from my Hon'ble Friend the Lieutenant-Governor,
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my sympathy with the Provincial Governments which have
been called upon to submit to these sacritices for the sake
of the Imperial Exchequer. The balances upon which we
have indented may, in some cases, have been due to the
natural growth of the revenue; in others they may have
been the result of careful and economical administration
and of the wise husbanding of resources, in view of the
necessity of large expenditure on local objects of a useful
character, The sacrifices which the Provinces have been
called upon to make, have, no doubt, involved, in some cases,
the abandonment of cherished schemes of local improve-
ments, and we cannot expect the Governments concerned
to submit to such a sacrifice without a murmur. We can
only assure them that if the concession was disagreeable
to them, it was not less disagrecable to us to require it,
and that we have askcd them to subuwit to it upon a prin-
ciple the soundness of which they will not dispute—~1 mean
the principle that the solvency of the Indian Empire is a
matter of interest to every part of it ; that the finances
of India must be dealt with as a whole ; and that the rela-
tions of the Central and Provincial Governments should be
such as to place upon the latter the obligation of sharing
to the full the financial responsibilities and difficulties of
the Empire.

We are, however, I think bound to ask ourselves whe-
ther it would have been possible for us to avoid these
demands on the Provinces, or to remit any of the taxa-
tion which has recently been imposed by a retrenchment
of our expenditure. [ yield to no dne in my convic.
tion that watchfulness over our expenditure lies at the
bottom of sound finance in this country, and I agree
with what fell just now from the Hon’ble Raja Durga
Charan Laha, when he dwelt upon the urgent necessity
for exercising such watchfulness. But although I look
forward to the time when it may become possible to
keep_that cxpenditure within narrower limits than those
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within which it is at present confined, I am bound to
say that it is not easy to point to any items in the esti-
mate for next year in which an unreasonable demand has
been made by ‘the responsible Department.

My Hon’ble Fricnd has dealt fully with the question of
Army expenditure, These estimates show, no doubt, a
large excess over the estimate for the year which is just
ending. I have had frequent communications with the
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Military Department
upon this subject,and [ am bound to admit, not only that its
requirements do not appear to me to be extravagant, but
that it has had, in deference to our necessities, to abandon
more than one useful project which it might otherwise
have pressed upon’us.

We must not allow ourselves to lose sight of the fact that,
since 1883, the number of troops in India has been increased
by 30,000, and that the presence of so large an additional
force in the country involves, not only an increase under
the head of pay, but alarge consequential expenditure
under the head of barrack accommodation and other items.

Then, again, we have an incrcased expenditure of
£206,000 in England for mew rifles and guns, an ex-
ceptional expenditure incurred for an object absolutely
essential to the efficiency of the different arms of the
service. We have, besides, a sum of 20 lakhs for the
mobilization of our forces, an expenditure which I hope
we shall none of us grudge, but which is also an un-
usual onc, There'is, besides, a very| appreciable increase
of expense, occasioned by the higher prices which we have
lately been called upon to pay for provisions and for-
age. A small extra vote has also been taken for the
two sets of military operations at this moment in progress.
This expenditure is also exceptional in character, although
I am afraid that, with our extended frontier, we cannot
allow ourselves to look ‘forward in the immediate future to
a time when such expeditions will become unnecessary.
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I would make one general observation upon this ques-
tion of military expenditure. I trust that we may be
far remote from the time when it may becomec our duty
to make use of our military resources in actual warfare,
but it is idle to conceal from ourselves that we may
be called upon to do this, and that the call may be a
very sudden one. It scems to me that a solemn obli-
gation lies upon us to see that the defences of this part of
the Empire are maintained in a state of the highest effi-
ciency. The recent tenston and uneasiness which have
prevailed upon the western frontier of Afghanistan, afford
a good illustration of the risks to which the public peace is
exposed in that part of the world. I rejoice to be able
to state that all the information in my possession is to
the effect that nothing has been further from the thoughts
of His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan than to pro-
voke a collision, and that the measures recently taken
by the Government of Russia' were prompted, not by
any desire to court onc, but ratherby the apprehension that
the presence of the Ruler of ‘Afghanistan on the frontier
might lead to an outbreak of a kind which, even in the
absence of any desire to foment mischief, arises too readily
amidst the inflammable materials which are to be found
in that part of the Asiatic Continent. That tension has,
however, served to illustrate the precarious nature of the
conditions upon which pcace in this part of our borders
depends; it is our duty, under such conditions, to maintain
a high state of preparedness, and I trust that we shall not
cease to do so, and that we shall not regard with too much
rcluctance the sacrifices entailed by such a policy.

Great Britain is, at this moment, submitting to such sa-
crifices, upon a scale, by the side of which what we are
doing sinks into insignificance, with the object of strength-
cning herself to the point required by the huge armaments
and vast hosts accumulated by foreign Powers. It scems
to me that India may fairly submit to bear some share of
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the sacrifices thus imposed upon the Empire. The least
that we can do here is tocarry out, promptly and effect-
ually, the defensive measures which the Government of
India has already sanctioned. Nothing is more calculated
to produce a mischievous and mistaken impression than
any apparent breach in the continuity of our military
policy. I am glad to learn that the defences of our North-
West frontier are making satisfactory progress, and are
approaching completion ; that, out of a total estimated
expenditure of Rx. 13,500,000, assigned to frontier rail-
roads, Rx, 11,250,000 will have been covered by the end
of the next financial ycar; and that we shall, by that
time, also have paid for three out of five and a half
millions of expenditure assigned to Coast and Frontier
defences. In these matters a consistent policy, and the
rapid and uninterrupted execution of works, when once
they have been detcrmined upon, will, I am convinced,
be found in the end to be thc most economical course, and
I was glad to hear my Hon’ble Friend Mr. Steel state
as explicity as he did that we might rely upon the support
of public opinion in adopting that course.

If this is the opinion of my Hon'ble Colleagues, they will,
I hope, agree with us in believing that, under the circum-
stances, which have been so clearly set forth by the Hon'ble
Sir David Barbour, we were justified in not proposing to
the Council any important changes in the taxation of the
country, and in taking measures to secure, for the coming
year, the small additional amount of revenue required in
order te raise our income to the level of our expenditure.

We may, I think, dwell with satisfaction upon a well-
maintained increase in our L.and Revenue, and in our re-
ceipts from Railways, Post Offices and Telegraphs—an
increase which is likely to be sustained in years to come.
Let me, in connection with this question of the increase
of our revenue, express the satisfaction with which I list-
ened to Sir David Barbour's effectual vindication of the
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Government of India, and of the Provincial Governments,
from the charge which has been madc against them that
they have, in order to increase their receipts from Excise,
stimulated the consumption of intoxicating liquors and
connived at the spread of intemperate habits, [ have paid
some attention to this important question, which has re-
cently been under the carnest consideration of the Finan-
cial Department, and of His Honour the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor of this Province. The cvidence which has been
laid before me has entirely satisfied me upon three points,—-

(1) that an increcase in revenue from Excise does not
necessarily justify the inference that there has
been an increase in the consumption of liquor;
it has, on the contrary, in many cases, been
conclusively shown that an increased revenue
has bheen received upon a diminished consump-
tion :

(2) that it is idle to egpect that the Government of
India should be able to invent, or to put into
force, a uniform system of Excise administra-
tion suitable to the requirements of all parts of
the country ; and

(3) that if, during recent years, there has been in some
districts an unusual amount of illicit traffic of
loss of revenue, and of intemperance, these
have been in great measure due to the mis-
taken assumption that a uniform system was
practicable, and to the sudden oscillations of
Excise policy occasioned by this belief.

I wish, before I conclude, to add one word with regard
to our prospects in Upper Burma. Thesc are, [ think, such
as to give us every reason for dwelling hopefully upon the
future of that country. My Hon’ble Friend has pointed
out that the estimate for the net charge under this head
for 1889-90 is less by 25 lakhs than that for the year which
is just ending, This has becn the case in spite of a heavy
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additional expense for the new railway, and for the police
which we are employing in lieu of regular troops. The
cost of the new Province is still, however, largely in excess
of the return which we obtain from it. This is a condition
of things which will, I have little doubt, within a brief
space of time, have entirely passed away. In some dis-
tricts, no doubt, the inhabitants are still addicted to ' ir
old lawless pursuits, nor is it likely that they will siddenly
relinquish those habits, merely because their country is
becoming incorporated in the British Empire. Our diffi-
culties are greatly increased by the fact that, on three sides,
Burma is coterminous with zones of frontier territory,
inhabited by tribes subject to no fixed system of govern-
ment, and accustomed from time immemorial to warlike
and predatory habits. We are, 1 believe, slowly, but surely,
wearing down the opposition of these; it can be best
overcome, not by expensive military operations, but by the
persistent punishment of evil-doers, by the establishment
of improved communications by road and rail, and, above
all, by affording to the people of Burma practical evidence
of the immense material advantages which are to be de-
rived from British rule. - The completion of the railway to
Mandalay is a most important step in this direction, and I
am glad to observe that a sum is provided in the estimates
for next year for the purpose of prolonging that railway in
the direction of Mogoung. [may mention, in this connec-
tion, that 1 have lately received from the Chief Commis.
sioner most re-assuring reports as to the general improve-
ment of the country, [ learn from him that crime in the
Upper Province is steadily diminishing, that the people are
returning to their villages, and that the country is well cul-
tivated. The excitement, occasioned by the recent out-
breaks during the cold weather, appears to be passing off
and the police are gaining ground rapidly. In many of the
districts in which serious disturbances had taken place, the
cuuntry is now described as perfectly quiet.  In the Shan
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States too there is a marked improvement. Perhaps the
surest indication of the general progress that is being made
is to be found in the steady increase of the revenue, This
rose from 22 lakhs in 1886-87, to 50 lakhs in 1887-88, and
is estimated to bring in 68 lakhs in the current year, and
nearly 76 lakhs in the year which is about to commence,
"“ increase of the land revenue, which is virtually a tax
upon cach housebold, and which has risen from 16 lakhs in
1886-87 to about 41 lukhs in the present year—the estimate
for the new year being nearly 45 lakhs~—~may be regarded
with special satisfaction; every increase of ten rupees in
this tax meaning, as the Chief Commissioner has pointed
out to me, that a household has settled down to peaceful pur-
suits, or that a household, which had escaped assessment
owing to the revenue officers having been occupied in sup-
pressing disturbances, has now been assessed.

I venture to submit that it is our duty to fix our atten-
tion upon the general improvement denoted by the facts
and figures which have been given to us by my honourable
friend, and by the Chief Commissioner, rather than upon
isolated outbreaks, or small local effervescences., These
are to be expected, but their significance is not great, and
I think the Chief Commissicner may well be congratulated
upon the courage which he has displayed, and upon the
success which has attended him in the performance of one
of the most difficult tasks which a servant of the Govern-
ment of India has ever been called upon to perform,

As for the Financial position of India, it is, 1 have no
doubt, as Sir David Barbour has pointed out, in the main,
a sound one, although, at the present moment, for reasons
which he has given, our resources are subjected to an un-
usual strain. Under these circumstances the proposals of
the Honourable Member are, I think, those which best meet
the requirements of the moment. We may be well con-
tent if, in spite of the heavy loss by exchange to which he
refers, and of the fact that we are providing out of income
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for special defences to the value of Rx. 1,102,000, we are
able to anticipate a small surplus far the coming year. For
what lies beyond we must wait upon events, but we may, 1
think,do so in the hopeful spirit which characterised his
statement. If we are able to avoid needless and unprofitable
additions to the indebtedness of the country, if we can
bring to account its vast latent resources by the judicious
investment of capital in their development, if we arc able
to achieve these results without throwing forward upon
those who will come after us the burden of outlay properly
chargeable to the revenues of our own time, we need not
despair of the future.

LAYING THE FOUNDATION-STONE OF THE
VOLUNTEER HEAD QUARTERS.

{On Monday morning, the 1st April, at a quarter to 7 o’clock, the
Viceroy laid the foundation-stone of the new Head Quarters for the
Presidency Volunteers. - The site of the building is ncar the High
Court and close to the River. The Volunteers were drawn up on
the ground forming three sides of a square. On His Excellency
taking his place on the dais, Colonel Chatterton, in a brief speech,
requested him to lay the foundation.stone. Lord Lansdowne spoke
as follows :—]

Colonel Chatterton, Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers
and Men of the Calcutta Presidency Volunteersy—It gives
me great pleasure to perform this ceremony, and to lay the
foundation-stone of a building which will, 1 hope, be for
many years a Head Quarters worthy of the Battalion.
Twenty-six years have passed since it was first raised, and,
during that time, it has, [ belicve, been the constant wish of
the members of the Corps that it should be provided with a
permanent domicile, such as that which is about to be
erected on this spot. Your aspirations are now about to be
fulfilled ; I am glad to know that Government has thought
proper to supplement, by mcans of a loan which you have
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been able to raise from private sources, the funds for the
execution of this project. The fact that it has done so ap-
pears to me to be an emphatic recognition of the public
value of your services, and of the confidence which Govern.
ment places in the future of the Battalion.

There can be no doubt that the possession of suitable
Head Quarters will increase the stability of the Corps, and
will serve to hold together its component parts. The
necessity for such a focus, in which the activity and espr¢
de corps of officers and men will find a convenient centre,
is doubly great in the case of an administrative battalion,
comprising, as yours does, representatives of different arms
connected with different parts of the city and different
vocations of life.

1 am glad that you should have been able to obtain a
site which appears to be in every way central and con.
venient, and which has the advantage of being in close
proximity to a suitable drill.ground. I have little doubt
you will obtain the support necessary to enable you to
complete and equip the building in a manner suitable to
its purpose, and [ should be glad if you will allow me to
give some slight evidence of the interest which I take in
this matter by asking you to let me present you with a
clock, for which you will, I hope, find a place in the new
mess-room.

You have every title to any encouragement which I am
able to give you. As head of the Government of India I
cannot do otherwise than take a deep interest in the
Volunteer organisation of the country—an organisation
calculated to add materially to the strength of this part 6f
the Empire. As a resident in Calcutta, [ may be permitted
to take a special interest in the Volunteers of the Presi-
dency ; and as your Honorary Colonel—a position which
I am very proud to hold—I have a right to feel towards the
Battalion a sympathy greater than that with which I can
be expected to regard any other Corps in the country.

{His Excellency then performed the ceremony of laying the stone.]

P2
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REPLY TO AN ADDRESS FROM THE EURASIAN AND
ANGLO-INDIAN ASSOCIATION OF MADRAS.

To

Tue SECRETARY or tue EURASIAN anp
ANGLO-INDIAN ASSOCIATION, MADRAS.

Calcutta, 30th March 188y.

h March 1885, Sir,~I1 have had the honour to receive the handsomely-
illuminated Address, dated the 4th March 188g, which you
have been good enough to forward to me, on behalf of the
Eurasian and Anglo-Indian Association of Southern India.
It gives me much pleasure to accept the welcome which
you have so kindly offered to me, and your congratulations
upon my assumption of the high office which it has been
Her Majesty’s pleasure to confer upon me.

It was most agreeable to me, on my arrival in this
country, to receive from many different sections of the
Indian community expressions of encouragement and
support, 'and I am gratified to know that the important
section which is represented by your Association is ready
to take its part in these kindly manifestations.

It is a source of regret to me to know that the Associa-
tion has recently sustained so severe a loss in the death
of its late President, Mr, D. S. White, who was well known
to, and highly esteemed by, my distinguished predecessor,
the Marquess of Dufferin and Ava, and whose efforts on.
behalf of the Eurasian and Anglo-Indian community have
produced such valuable results. [ have learnt with
interest that he and other labourers in the same field have
been able to achieve so much in promoting habits of industry
and self-reliance amongst their fellow-citizens, and that what
you have described as tantamount to a silent revolution has
already been effected in the life and prospects of your com-
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munity. I trust that these efforts will not be discontinued,
and that the Building Funds, and other useful measures for
the purpose of encouraging thrift and prudence, which you
have described in your address, may prove productive of
the best results.

I shall not fail to bear in mind your observations in
regard to the disabilities under which you are of opinion
that the Eurasian population of India at present labours.

The conditions of admission to the Civil Service are,
as you are aware, at this moment under the consideration
of the Government of India and of the Secretary of State,
and [ have no doubt whatever that any recommendations
affecting your interests, contained in the report of the
Public Service Commission, will receive the attention to
which they are entitled, | shall give my careful considera-
tion to the suggestions which you have made in regard to
the exclusion of Eurasians from the army, and to the other
disabilities under which you conceive that they are at
present suffering. I will take upon myself to say upon this
occasion that I am convinced that no Government of India
has for a moment harboured any intention of deliberately
neglecting your interests or slighting your wishes.

Allow me, in conclusion, to thank you cordially for the
friendly wishes for the success of my administration
contained in your address, and for your reference to Lady
Lansdowne, who joins with me in warmly acknowledging
the good-will which you have shown towards us.

I have, &c.,
(Sd.) LANSDOWNE,
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ADDRESS FROM THE ALLAHABAD MUNICIPALITY.

{On Tuesday afterncon, the 2nd April, the Marquess and Mar-
chioness of Lansdowne left Calcutta for Simla, and on Wednesday
evening, the 3rd April, they arrived at Allahabad, where Their Ex-
cellencies halted for a day. At the railway sation Sir Auckland
Colvin (the Lieutenant-Governor), and a large number of officials and
non-officials, had assembled to receive Their Excellencies. There was
also a deputation from the Allahabad Municipality, who presented an
address of welcome, to which Lord Lansdowne replied as follows : —3 -

Mr. Pressdent and Members of the Municipal Board
of the City of Allakabad,—l tender you my hearty
thanks for the readiness with which you have come for-
ward to welcome me on my arrival in your city. I trust
that- it-may be regarded as some evidence of the interest
which I-feel in it that my first official visit, after leaving
Calcutta, should be paid to you. Allahabad has, as you
have reminded me, historical associations of exceptional
importance, and I am glad to think that, in recent times,
its central position, and the fact that it is the seat of the
Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh,
has tended to improve still further its position amongst the
principal cities-of India. I am also glad to think that it is
one of those in which the municipal institutions lately
introduced into this country have found a congenial home,
and_ that your people have shown a due appreciation of
the privileges of Local Self-Government thus conferred
upon them.

By affording to your citizens an abundant supply of
pure water you are conferring upon them one of the great-
est benefits which can be enjoyed by any community, and
removing one of the most formidable sources of those
epidemic diseases which have occasioned so much loss of
human life in this country. I trust that you will be en-
couraged by the success of your efforts in this direction to
persevere in other useful improvements,
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I have heard with much pleasure your reference to the
relations existing between the Municipal Board and His
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, whose wide experience of
the public affairs of this country has found so appropriate
a sphere of usefulness in the administration of these Pro-
vinces,

Allow me, in conclusion, to thank you for the kind
wishes which you have expressed for Lady Lansdowne and
myself, and for your hope that we may, before the conclu-
sion of my term of office, be able to pay a longer visit to
Allahabad. I entirely share that hope, and I can assure
you that it would give us the greatest satisfaction to revisit
a place in which we have been so gracefully and kindly
received.

ADDRESS FROM THE EURASIAN AND ANGLO-INDIAN
ASSOCIATION OF THE N.-W. PROVINCES.

[On Thursday afternoon, the 4th April, a deputation from the Anglo- 4th April 188
Indian and Eurasian Assoctation of the North-Western Provinces
waited upon the Viceroy at Allahabad and presented him with an
address of welcome. The points referred to in the address will be
apparent from His Excellency’s reply, which was as follows : ]

My. Vice-President and Members of the Furasian and
Anglo-Indian Association of the North-Western Pro-
vinces,—1 have much pleasure in accepting the address
with which you have been good enough to present me.
I am glad to say that I have already been made aware
from other sources of the loyalty of the Eurasian and
Anglo-Indian community, several branches of which have,
since my arrival, come forward to welcome me in terms
not less satisfactory than those which you have used. I
feel convinced that the Eurasians and Anglo-Indians
of the North,Western Provinces do not yield to their
brethren in other parts’of India in their devotion to their
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Sovereign and their desire to add to the strength of the
‘Empire.

You remind me that many of you have given a practical
proof of your readiness to discharge to the full the obliga-
tion of citizenship by joining the Volunteer organisation
of the country, That organisation is one to the efficiency
-of which I attach the greatest importance, and I trust that
you will continue to supply it with a number of recruits
proportionate to your strength.

My attention has already been called to your desire for
some change in the regulations governing the admission of
recruits for the regular forces, and 1 have promised to give
this matter my consideration. I may assure you, as I have
assured others who have addressed me on this point, that
you need have no reason for supposing that it has been
the intention of the Government to treat you with dis-
respect.

For myself, | may say that I am able to realise the some-
what difficult situation in which you are placed, occupying
as you do a position intermediate between the two great
divisions of Her Majesty’s subjects in India; that I give
you-the fullest credit for the enlightened manner in which
you have striven to surmount those difficulties; and that I
cordially wish you success in your endeavours to promote
thrift and self-reliance amongst your people, and to pro-
vide your children with the means of obtaining a sound
education. You will, I have no doubt, find the Govern-
ment of India ready to offer you, within proper limits,
every encouragement in its power.
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LAYING THE FOUNDATION-STONE OF THE HOSPITAL
FOR WOMEN AT LUCKNOW,

[On Friday, the sth April, Her Excellency the Marchioness of sth April 188
Lansdowne laid the foundation-stone of the central building of the
proposed Hospital for women at Lucknow. The proceedings took
place in the presence of a large assembly of ladies and gentlemen,
English and Native, amongst the latter being a number of the
Talukdars of Oudh. Their Excellencies on their arrival at §-30 p.M.
were received by Colonel Erskine, the Commissioner of Lucknow,
and other officials. An address giving an account of the work was
delivered by Pandit Sri Kishen, Rai Bahadur, after which His Excel-
lency spoke as follows :—]

Coloye! Erskine, Ladies and Gentlemen,—Lady Lans.
downe has commissioned me to express to you in her
name the pleasurc it has given her to undertake the duty
which you have now called upon her to perform, and to
lay the foundation-stone of the Hospital for women which
you are about to establish in this city. She has listened
with interest to the sketch which has been given to us by
Pandit Sri Kishen, Rai Bahadur, of the circumstances under
which this excellent work has been undertaken, and she
cordially wishes it the success which it deserves.

As you have been kind enough to refer to me as well
as to Lady Lansdowne in your address, 1 hope I may be
permitted to add a word of congratulation on my own
behalf.

Lady Lansdowne and I have already publicly testified
in another place to the importance which we attach to the
movement so courageously set on foot by the Countess of
Dufferin—a movement which I hope will always be asso-
ciated with her name in the minds of the people of this
country. It is, I think, quite impossible to overrate the
services which the medical training of women may render
to the Indian community. Whether we have regard to the
pussibility of mitigating a vast amount of suffering, which
is at present ncedlessly undergone, owing to the absence



74 Speeches by H. E. the Marquess of Lansdowne.

Laying the Foundation-stone of the Hospital for Women at Lucknow.

of proper medical attendance, or whether we consider the
improvement in the condition of the mass of the people
generally which may be effected by making them acquaint-
ed with the ascertained principles of hygienic science,
we must admit that there lies before those who are pro-
moting the medical training of women an almost unlimited
sphere of usefulness.

The experiment, although it must at the outset be tried
on a comparatively modest scale, is, if we have regard to its
possible consequences, one of the greatest that has been
attempted in this country. It is one which cannot succced
unless the efforts of its founders are loyally supported by
strenuous exertions in every large centre of the population.
It seems to me that what is most required is that we should
widen, as far as possible, the basis upon which Lady
Dufferin’s scheme rests, and that we should secure for it,
not merely the support of occasional and intermittent
generosity, but the consistent co-operation of all who are
able and willing to help us.

It is very satisfactory to us to learn that, in this Pro-
vince, so much interest is taken in the movement, and so
much generosity displayed in supporting it. The manner
in which the funds necessary for establishing the institu.
tion, of which Lady Lansdowne is about to lay the first
stone, have been provided appears to be a striking illus.
tration of the genuine and substantial interest shown in it
by all classes—English and Indian, official and non-official.
I understand that the credit of having originated the idea
of opening a school for the training of native women in
the art of nursing and midwifery is due to Munshi Newal
Kishore, C.I.E., who provided the munificent donation of
Ri15,000 towards the endowment of such an institution.
He was, I am glad to know, supported by the Municipal
Board, and by the Provincial Branch of Lady Dufferin’s
Fund, and the school was opened under the direction of
Lady Lyall, the wife of the distinguished predecessor
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of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, who has himself
shown so active an interest in all matters connected with
the affairs of the Fund.

It was subsequently determincd to make an appeal to
the public of Oudh in order to provide a hospital for the
purposes indicated in the address. I hold in my hand a
list of the subscriptions which have been promised, and I
find amongst them a number of extremely liberal donations
from native gentlemen of position, as well as grants from
the Hosseinabad Charity Endowment Fund, and from the
Talukdars’ Association, besides many smaller sums from
other subscribers,

I understand that the managing committee consists of
the Commissioner; that he is supported by more than
one English lady, and by a number of native gentlemen,
amongst whom are some of the most generous supporters
of the Fund. This committee, which is a thoroughly re.
presentative one, has the good fortune to command the
services of Dr. Cleghorn as its Honorary Secretary.

I have mentioned these details because it scems to me
that the most conspicuous feature in connection with this
particular project is that it is receiving support and en-
couragement, not from one section of the community, but
from all who are interested in the welfare of their fellow-
citizens. This seems to me to be the best guarantee that
the affairs of the new hospital, and the medical school
with which it will be connected, will be carried out in a
thoroughly practical and energetic spirit, and that its po-
pularity is not accidental or temporary, but will endure
and increase as time goes on.

I have now only to thank you for Lady Lansdowne and
myself, and to assure you that we both of us wish that the
building, of which she is about to lay the foundation, may
be of great and lasting advantage to the people of this
Province.

[The foundation-stone of the building was then laid by l.ad
Lansdowne,] ¢ e by LAl
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ADDRESS FROM THE LUCKNOW MUNICIPALITY.

(On Monday morning, the 8th April, a deputation from the Muni-
cipality of Lucknow waited on Lord Lansdowne and presented him
with an address of welcome, to which His Excellency replied as fol-

lows tv-]

Gentlemen,—It gives me great pleasure to meect the
members of the Municipal Board of Lucknow, and to re-
ceive from them, as the accredited representatives of their
fellow-citizens, the cordial welcome which you have been
good enough to offer me.  The kind and indulgent terms
in which you have referred to my selection for the appoint-
ment of Viceroy, afford me an encouragement which can-
not be otherwise than grateful to one who finds himself
called upon to undertake so difficult and responsible a
task. I trust that the good-will which you have expressed
for me will be shared by the people of all parts of Her
Majesty’s Indian Empire, and I can assure you that it is
my earnest desire, during my term of office, to contribute
to the best of my power to the welfare and prosperity of
Her Majesty’s Indian subjects.

[ shall watch with interest the work which is being
carried on in different parts of India by the recently in-
stituted municipal bodies. A very heavy liability appears
to me to rest upon their shoulders, for not only have they
been made responsible for the welfare and comfort of their
fellow-citizens, but they will, by their failure or success
in discharging the functions entrusted to them, vindicate

.or condemn, as the case may be, the policy of those who

determined to attempt this great cxperiment in the direc-
tion of municipal self-government. I shall follow the
course of your proceedings with the earnest hope that you
may be able to prove to the full your fitness for the work
which has been placed in your hands.

As trustees for the rate.payers, you are, I think, right in
addressing yourselves, in the first instance, to works of
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demonstrated utility, such as those which you have specially
mentioned in your address. No one can call in question
the wisdom of taking measures for the improvement of the
general health of the city, or for adding to the number and
efficiency of its schools. Pending the completion of these
measures, you may well postpone, for the present, attempts
at the embellishment of your city, for which nature has
already done so much, and which contains so many in.
teresting and historical features,

I notice with satisfaction your reference to the an-
nouncement which I was able to make a few days ago with
regard to certain alterations which the Government of
India desires to effect in the procedure of the Governor
General's Legislative Council. I feel no doubt that these
steps will, if they are carried out under proper safeguards,
add to the efficiency of the Government, without en-
dangering its stability.

I take note of the hope which you have expressed
that we may find it possible to allow the highest Ap-
pellate Court of the Province to remain in this city.
Without committing myself in regard to details, I think I
© may say that no measures at present in our contemplation
are likely to have the effect of removing from Lucknow
the chief Appellate Court of the Province of Oudh.

I thank you again for the manner in which you have
received me, and I can assure you that the recollections
which I shall retain of my first visit to Lucknow will be of
the most agreeable character.



toth April 1889,

18  Speeches by H. E, the Marquess of Lansdowne.

ADDRESS FROM THE SIMLA MUNICIPALITY.

| The Marquess and Marchioness of Lansdowne arrived in Simla
on the evening of the 1oth April, and were presented with an Address
of welcome by the Municipality, to which His Excellency replied as
follows : —]

Mr. President and Members of the Simla Munici-
pality,—I beg to return you my hearty thanks for the
alacrity with which you have welcomed us on our arrival
in a place in which we look forward with agreeable antici-
pation to spending a considerable part of the year during
our residence in India. I have listened with attention
and satisfaction to your reference to the manner in which
the Municipal affairs of this station have been administered
by your Board. No experiment that has been tried within

‘recent times in this country appears to me to be more

pregnant with important results than the introduction of
such municipal institutions. I am glad that you speak so
favourably of the encouragement which, up to the present
time, your Municipal body has reccived from the Govern-
ment of India. It is not too much to say that the Govern-
ment of India is under a special obligation to this place,
inasmuch as it is from its pure air and'invigorating climate
that those who are engaged in the administration of the
affairs of the Indian Empire have, for many years past,
been in the habit of annually drawing supplies of vigour
and health, which have, I hope, been expended in work
calculated to confer lasting advantages upon the people
of India,

If, in addition to the supply of pure air which nature
has given to you, you have been able to provide us with a
supply of pure water, we should certainly not be slow
to admit the importance of the service which you have ren-
dered. 1 shall be very glad if it should prove that these
are not the only useful measures which your Municipality
is able to carry through. The increasing number of per-
sons annually frequenting the station—a number which
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will no doubt be further increased when you are provided,
as | hope you will be before long, with improved railway
communication—renders these ameliorations, which, we
may anticipate, will be carried out under municipal aus-
pices, specially necessary.

I thank you for your graceful reference to Lady Lans-
downe, and to the manner in which she has endeavoured to
continue the admirable work so well commenced by the
Marchioness of Dufferin and Ava. Itis Lady Lansdowne’s
desire and mine to continue, as far as possible, the counte-
nance accorded by our predeccssors to deserving institu.
tions of this kind.

I thank you, in conclusion, for the wish that you have
expressed that I may be given health and strength to per-
form the important task which has been committed to my
charge, and I feel no doubt that, in this respect, 1 shall
have every reason to admit the extent to which I shall be
indebted to this station,

I trust that during my term of office in this country my
relations with the Municipality of Simla may continue to
be as agreeable as you have rendered them upon this in-
teresting occasion.



14th Aug, 1889,
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THE CANTONMENTS BILL.

[At a meeting of the Legislative Council, held at Viceregal Lodge
on the 14th August, General Chesney presented the Report of the
Select Committee on the Cantonments Bill. He explained that, in con-
sequence of a recent Resolution of the House of Commons, the Con-
tagious Diseases Act had been repealed in India with the result that
there had been an alarming increase of venereal disease among the
soldiers of the Indian Army, both British and Native. It was, he said,
the duty of the Government of India—a duty which they intended to
fulfil—to endeavour by every means in their power to minimise the
evil results which must arise from such a condition of things. Sir
Frederick Roberts spoke ta the same effect. ]

His Exceliency the President said :—1 think the Gov-
ernment of India is greatly indebted to the Commander-
in-Chief for the weighty and outspoken statement to
which we have just listened. If there was any room for
doubt as fo the gravity of the case with which we are
confronted, his statement has dispelled the doubt, and I
believe that those upon whom will be thrown the respon-
sibility of preparing Rules under the Bill now upon the
table will certainly endeavour to carry out as effectually as
possible the precautions which are suggested' by His
Efcellency’s speech. 1 say ‘as effectually as possible’,
because he las reminded us that we are not entirely free
in the matter, We are bound by the terms of the House
of Commons’ Resolution, to which he has referred, and as
long as that Resolution is in force, it will be our duty to
conform to its spirit. Now, that Resolution lays down
two principles; one that the Government of India is not
to encourage by its legislation the compulsory examination
of women; the other that it is not to give any facilities
for what is described as the licensing and regulation of
prostitution in India. I am not without hope that we may
find it possible, without overstepping those limits, to pro-
vide measures which will be effectual for preventing this
particular form of disease from being propagated, as it
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appears to be at present, without let or hindrance. The
Rules which we shall have to frame will, | apprehend
follow the general direction indicated by the terms of the
Bill, and will be directed mainly to the exclusion from the
limited area to which the Bill applies of individuals known
to be affected with this class of disease, and to the provi-
sion of hospitals in which they may be adequately treated.
To say that we are not to take steps of this kind appears
to me to be tantamount to claiming for a class of disease
which is probably attended with more disastrous conse-
quences than any other, both in reference to its immediate
and to its remoter effects, an immunity which is not
claimed for any other kind of contagious malady. 1 do
not believe that such an immunity will be claimed even by |
those who are most earnestly desirous of discouraging
immorality, and 1 hope public opinion will support us in
the reasonable steps which it will be our duty. to take in
order to carry out, within the limits which I have indi-
cated, this most necessary measure.



2gth Aug. 1889,
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THE FINE ARTS EXHIBITION, SIMLA.

[On the afternoon of Thursday, the 2gth August, His Excellency
the Viceroy opened the Annual Exhibition of Fine Arts at the Town
Hall, Simla, in the presence of a large assembly, including His
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and Lady Roberts, His Honour
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab and Lady Lyall, the Members
of the Viceroy's Council, and the principal residents, official and non-
official, of Simla. His Excellency, who arrived at the Town Hall at
5 p.M., was accompanied by the Marchioness of Lansdowne, Lady
Evelyn Fitzmaurice, and Lady Maud Anson, and was received by the
Members of the Fine Arts Committee. Colonel R. G. Woodthorpe,
Honorary Secretary of the Exhibition, commenced the proceedings
by reading the Annual Repott, from which it appeared that the con.
tributions in all classes numbered slightly morc than those of last
year. He was, he said, informed that the standard of the oils did
not quite come up to that of last year, and that that of the water-
‘colours was much the same. The finances of the Society were, he
regretted to say, at a low ebb, and, unless some improvement took
place in this respect, he feared that the Society would ultimately
succumb to inanition. The Bombay Fine Arts Exhibition, which
was held in February last, had proved a great financial success, and
the Society was able to offer a good list of prizes: unless Simla could
do the same the Exhibition would undoubtedly suffer.

His Excellency the Marquess of Lansdowne (who was received with
cheers), then spoke as follows :—]

Your Honour, Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentle-
men,—1 understand that it would be in accordance with
well-established practice that I should address a few words
to you before formally declaring that the Exhibition is
open. I wish I could bring myself to believe that any-
thing I could say was likely to afford encouragement to
the Society, or express adequately the interest which I
take in it. I feel, however, that [ am not called upon
to make any very serious effort for this purpose. The
Society is, fortunately, not an infantile institution needing
artificial dry-nursing, or the stimulating, but not always
wholesome, diet of compliments from those in high places.
(Applause) | believe I am right in saying that this is
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the twenty-second year of its existence, so that it has
already come, so to speak, to man’s estate; and, although
there was a note of warning in the observations wh:ch
we have just heard from the Secretary, I cannot bring
myself to believe that such a Society, in a place like Simla
will ever be allowed to succumb to inanition. (Applause.)
The Society is, I am glad ta see, able to offer a liberal
number of prizes to its competitors, and it is strong in the
support of a body of patrons and contributors, the indi-
vidual members of which no doubt change from time to
:ime, but which is likely to be numerous and influential sa
ong as the Government of [ndia annually repairs for a longer
»r shorter time to Simla and turns a deaf car to the voice
>f the wooers who so persistently assure her that “ Love is
of the vale,” or 1 suppose [ should say of the plains, and
hat it should lose no time in coming down from ‘ yonder
nountain heights.” (Laughter and applause.)

My disinclination to trouble you with a speech is more-
wver increased bv the consciousness that [ am very ill-fitted
o talk to you about art and artistic matters. My prede-
:essor, | believe, handled the brush with considerable skill,
»ut | am sorry to say that my own artistic career began
ind ended with the production of some execrable pencile
Jrawings which I produced at school, and which, indifferent
is they were, would have been even worse, if they had not
yeen liberally touched up by the drawing-master. (Laugh-
wr.) I should therefore be afraid, particularly in the pre-
ience of so many ladies and gentlemen who are accomplished
urtists, to betray my own ignorance, if 1 attempted to lay
lown the law, and my only excuse for saying the few
words which I am about to address to you must be found
n the fact that the whole race of Governor-Generals,
Sovernors, and other representatives of the Crown in
lifferent parts of the Empire, are permitted, upon occa-
dans of this sort, to assume an air of mild omniscience,
ind are privileged to speak upon subjects regarding which

G2
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they cannot pretend to have any very special knowledge.
And [ am not sure that the practicc does very much harm,
because, after all, when they talk about such subjects, they
do so, not as experts, but as representatives of the ordinary
work-a-day, imperfectly informed, commonplace British
public. [ believe, however, that in artistic matters the
public is not a very bad judge. It may be ignorant of Art
in its more scientific aspects, but 1 believe its instincts are,
in the main, sound. It makes mistakes in judging of poli-
ticians and public men, In that branch of life impostors
often remain undetected for a long time, but it rarely makes
mistakes in judging artists or their works. The pictures
which live, the men whose reputation endures, have, as a
rule, earned that reputation by sound and conscientious
work, and it is made for them by the public, and not by
their brother artists. (Applause.)

Now, we may, perhaps, ask ourselves with advantage
what is the criterion which the public ought to apply, and,
as a matter of fact, generally does apply, in forming its
opinion of the value of a picture, or of the merit of a
painter. I do not know whether you will agree with me,
but [ am inclined to think that one condition upon which
we should insist above all others is that the artist’s work
should be truthful, unconventional, {ree fram tricks and
mannerisms, or, in a word, faithful to Nature. (Adpplause.)
But we may go a little further and ask ourselves what we
mean when we talk about fidelity to Nature, There
is an oft-quoted line of Pope’s which says that *“All
Nature is but Art unknown to thee.” I am not sure, how-
ever, that the converse proposition is not even more true, and
that we may not say that all Art ought to be Nature, faith-
fully and intelligently reproduced by the brush, or the
pencil, or the artist. (4pplause.) What then do we mean
when we say that Nature is to be faithfully reproduced ? We
mean, | think,in the first place, thatwe do not wishour artists
to try too hard to improve upon Nature. I sometimes think
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that the photographers are great sinners in this respect. 1
am not speaking of the gentlemen who have contributed
some of those excellent works in the room below, but with
special reference to the photographers who take our pictures
singly, orin gracefully disposed groups, and who are very
fond indeed of trying to improve upon Nature. (Laugh-
ter) 1 am afraid, however, we encourage them in their
error, because we rather like—particularly in the case -of
our own pictures—to have a little improvement upon
Nature. (Laughter.) 1 will give you an instance of the
disastrous effects of this practice. I lately had an op-
portunity of seeing a picture of .a certain Viceroy, who
shall be nameless, surrounded by the Members of his
Council. [ should be'the first to admit that, in real life,
they are by no means an ill-looking body of gentlemen
(laughter), but 1 believe they are, all of them, shall I say,
over thirty years of age (Jaughter), and yet if the picture
is to be believed, the cares of State have left not a single
line or furrow upon their countenances, (Laughter,)
Any one looking at the picture would think that the rupee
was still at 15, 104, the Russian frontier close to the
Caspian, and that our official life was that careless and
frivolous existence which in some quarters is so constantly
attributed to us. (Laughter.)

Upon the other hand, we may, perhaps, also be allowed
to warn our artist friends against going to the opposite
extreme, and attempting a mere servile reproduction of
natural objects or scenery. I will illustrate my meaning by
repeating to you a little anecdote which was told me while
1 was in Canada. [ had among my friends there a very
learned man, who was connected with one of the Canadian
Universities, and who was in the habit of making an expe-
dition into the backwoods every autumn. He was an
admirable draftsman, and spent his time sketching in water-
colours, instead of pursuing wild animals. One afternoon
he had drawn up his canoe on the bank of a solitary river
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‘and »at down to make a sketch. In the foreground of it
re introduced the said canoe with the two Indiams who
were in charge of it. These were very picturesgue indi-
'viduals ; but as their clothes happened to be of a sombre
‘homespun, my friend in his sketch gave one of them a
bright red shirt in order to introduce a little bit of colour
into his foreground. When the sketch was finished, he
gshowed it to one of the Indians, and asked him what he
thought of it. After considering for a moment, the Indian
laid his finger upon the red shirt and sententiously observed,
“That damn lie !’ (Laughter) We may, perhaps, allow
ourselves to say that we should like our artist to avoid both
the extremes which | have mentioned, and neither to attempt
to rub out wrinkles on the face of Nature when they find
them, nor to imitate her with that pedantic exactitude
which found favour with the simple boatman whose em-
phatic and outspoken criticism, at the risk of shocking
your polite ears, | repeated to you just now. (Laughter.)
We may, I think, sum the matter up by saying that our
artists should not only be the students, but the interpreters
of ‘Nature ; that we leok tothem to discover her secrets, to
' give prominence to her most striking features, and to
reveal to us, whose eye is less observant and less trained,
the mysteries and beauties which she hides, or only half
reveals to the common multitude. (Applause.)

It seems to me that.it has been by working upon these
lines that our greatest painters have achieved their cele-
brity. Take the case of the portrait painters. No great
‘artist has ever made his reputation by mere flattering of
his subjects, by giving them good features instead of bad.
Where they have made themselves famous, has been by
detecting in the countenance of their sitters the character,
the .spirit, the genius of the man; by seizing upon the
attributes:which are comprised under the name of  expres-
sion"’—attributes without which the face of every manor
woman must remain meaningless and insipid. Of no
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portrait painter was this more true than of the great English
master whose premature loss we were deploring a year
ago. [ mean Frank Holl—a painter who, if he had been
the only British portrait painter of any mark produced by
our own -generation, would have saved that generation
from the reproach of obscurity. (Adpplause.)

Or, again, take the case of our greatlandscape painters.
Is it not true that the secret of their success has been that
they have been able, so to speak, to catch the expression of
Nature, to discover her mysteries, and to detect beauties, in
shape and colour, in things and scenes, which, unless vivified
and illuminated by their genius, would have seemed inca-
pable of giving pleasure to the eye? (Applause) In this

respect it has alwaysseemed to me that there is a very
close comnection between the work of the Painter and
that of the Poet, and I believe that we should find that in
the case of the one, as in that of the other, fidelity to
Nature has been one of the great secrets of success, [ will
take the case of two great Poets whose works are familiar
to many of us—I mean Virgil and Tennyson. Both of
them are frequent users of the simile, and both of them are
in the habit of drawing largely upon natural scenes and
objects for this purpose. It is scarcely possible to find a
hundred lines in the works of either without some inci-
dental reference to what is generally spoken of as out-door
life, and yet I would defy any one to lay his finger upon a
single passage in the similes either of Virgil or Tennyson,
which is open to criticism upon the ground that it gives an
inaccurate or careless representation of natural objects.
These similes are, in fact, illustrations to the poet’s work,
and they are as absolutely faithful to Nature as the de-
lightful wood-cuts in the earlier editions of Bewick, or the
charming descriptions of country life contained in the
writings of the late Richard Jeffries. (Applause.)

I trust, then, that the Simla Fine Arts Society will.allow
us, who are not artists, to express our hope that a careful
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though discriminating study of Nature, such as [ have
described, will be one of the objects which it will set itself
to encourage. And [ think the task should not be a
very difficult one, for there is certainly no country in which
Nature is more profuse in the attractions which it offers
than she is in India. Nowhere are the architectural re-
mains of ancient civilisation more interesting; nowhere is
human life more picturesque ; nowhere is there to be
found greater variety, more striking forms, or a richer
luxuriance of vegetation. Here in the neighbourhood of
Simla our artists need certainly not be at a loss as far
as the opportunities offered to them by Nature are con.
cerned. It is quite true that there is nothing particularly
inspiring in the volumes of mist by which we have been
enveloped lately, and that a group of shivering jhampan.
nies, or a high official swathed in water-proofs, are not
particularly picturesque objects. = On the other hand, it is
impossible to concelve anything more striking than the
atmospheric effects which we see around us at this season
of the year. Or, again, could anything be more picture
esque than the different types of the Native population which
we encounter at every turn of the road? Then, again,
although our vegetation has not the luxuriance of that
of the plains, we have many distinct and interesting types
of forest growth within a short distance of this place, Al.
together the neighbourhood of Simla abounds in features
which should help to inspire our artists, and I hope they
will not be slow to take advantage of them, (Hear, kear.)
Ladies and Gentlemen,—~1 feel some hesitation in pass-
ing from generalities and in saying anything about the
collection of works of art which hang upon these walls. I
had a hurried opportunity of examining them yesterday,
and [ must say that | thought the collection, as a whole, an
extremely creditable one. (4pplause) Iam glad to say
that I detected amongst the pictures much evidence of
a desire to work upon the lines which 1 have ventured
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to recommend. There seemed to me to be a great many
works in which the artist has endeavoured—and, as far as
I am able to judge, with success——to reproduce faithfully
the - characteristics of the country which he or she has
represented on his canvas. (dpplause.) I noticed with -
especial pleasure the number and excellence of the contri-
butions made by lady artists (applause), and, although
[ am loth to take upon myself to mention particular paint-
ings, | must be allowed to pay a compliment to that which
has carried off the Viceroy’s Prize—] mean the admir-
able picture of Back Bay at Bombay by Mrs. Jardine.
(Applanse) 1 noticed, too, some very spirited heads
drawn by Miss Home (applause), and 1 feel sure that I
shall be supported by you when | say that the etchings
contributed by Mrs. Hamilton form one of the most im-
portant and attractive features in the collection. (Ap-
plause) There is another lady artist who has contributed
several most interesting works. 1 will not refer to all
of them, but there is one the title of which, if not the
subject, must, [ think, have attracted the attention of visit-
ors to the lower room. It is a picture of which we may
say, with truth, that there is more in it than meets the eye.
We look at it not only with a desire to taste the fruit
which is so beautifully depicted by the artist, and to un-
cork the flask which is portrayed with so much fidelity.
(Laughter.) The real significance of the picture lies far
deeper. In our school-days we used to read in the Meta-
morphoses of Ovid how the gods and goddesses of anti-
quity used to transform human beings into different ani-
mate or inanimate objects. Some luckless mortals paid
the penalty for having incurred the divine displeasure by
finding themselves converted into birds or animals. One
unlucky young person was changed into a laurel bush and
became firmly rooted in the ground, but it has been re-
served to one of the divinities who inhabit the Olympus of
Simla to transform a Colonel of Royal Engineers into a
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dish of mangoes and a quart bottle of champagne.* (Much
laughter and applause.)

Ladies and Gentlemen,—!1 have only one more obser-
vation to make, and that is, that I noticed with pleasure the
good account to which several gallant officers have turned
their residence in the remoter parts of India, or upon its
confines, and amongst these I hope I may pay a compli-
ment to Colonel Hart for a number of excellent water-
colour sketches in the neighbourhood of Quetta ; to Captain
Donne, who has made us familiar with the scenery of parts
of Burma ; to Major Durand, whose spirited description of
the death of a tiger strikes me as one of the most courage-
ous drawings in the Exhibition ; to Colonel Strahan, who
contributes several admirable pieces, notably one in which
he seems to me to have depicted with extraordinary accu-
racy the forest growth of these misty mountain slopes; and
to Colonel Pullan, whose excellent colouring gives strength
and character to his performance, (Applause.) I think,
too, many of us must already have noticed the beautiful
pictures of hill scenery contributed by the Surgeon-Gen-
eral, whose approaching departure from this country will be
aloss not to the Simla Fine Arts Society alone. We are
also indebted to €olonel Tanner for a series of those re-
markable drawings in black and white in which he excels,
and which must, 1 am sure, inspire all those who see them
with a desire to visit those wondrous peaks whose majestic
features he knows so well how to render. Nor must [
omit to mention the name of Colonel Woodthorpe (ap-
planse), who, both as a contributor, and also as a most
painstaking and laborious Secretary, has conferred a great
obligation upon the Society. (A4pplause.) I also noticed
with pleasure that amongst our contributors are a consi-

® [t is undoerstood that the picture alluded to by His Excellency was
that by Mrs. Gatacre, described in the Catalogue under the title of “ Whaere
is the Private Secretary #” It was painted on a canvas upon which a

portrait of the Private Secratary to the Viceroy had previously-been com-
menced. .
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derable number of artists of younger standing whose work-
afford excellent promise of their success in the future, ana
we may congratulate His Excellency the Commander-in-
Chief upon the fact that Miss Roberts has been highly
commended for a spirited first attempt in oils. (dpplause.)
And this leads me to say that there is one respect in
which our artists can, | think, render a great public ser-
vice, and that is by encouraging others to follow their
good example and to take as early in life as possible to
the use of the brush or the pencil. I have myself always
entertained a strong belief that the education of a man or
a woman is incomplcte unlesshe orshe has some knowledge
of drawing.,  Of this, at any rate, I am certain, that
there is no man or woman who will not be a happier, as
well as a more useful member of society, by the possession
of this accomplishment.  There is no recreation better for
a busy man, there is no better pastime for an idle one.
(Applause.) We who can neither paint nor draw owe a
very great debt to those who can; they add greatly to our
enjoyment ; they afford us the means of beautifying our
homes ; they make us more vbservant of Nature and her
works ; and their taste and skill exercise a refining and
agreeable influence over our whole lives, (Applanse) 1
hope, therefore, I may be allowed, in the name of the
Simla public, to express our gratitude to the Fine Arts
Society of Simla collectively, to wish good luck in years to
come to the Society as a whole, and “more power to the
elbow” of every individual artist who has contributed, or
can or will contribute, to these Exhibitions.

Ladies and Gentlemen,—1 now declare the Exhibition
to be open. (Loud and continued applause.)
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THE MAMLATDARS' INDEMNITY BILL.

{In the Legislative Council, held at Simla on the 1gth September,
the Hon. Mr, Scoble moved for leave “to introduce a Bill to ins
demnify certain witnesses”” (who had given evidence before the Craw-
ford Commission). He referred at some length to the circumstances
which had rendered legislation necessary and described the scope of
the Bill. The Hon. Mr. Hutchins explained the part taken by the
Government of India in the matter, and the proceedings of the

Bombay Government.
His Excellency the President spoke as follows :—]

The events which have rendered it necessary for the
Government to legislate in reference to this subject are
so familiar to the public that it is scarcely necessary to
offer a lengthened explanation of them in this room, and [
have very little to add to the statements which have been
made by my honourable colleagues. The Bill before the
Council has been prepared with the object of enabling the
Government of Bombay to redeem, as far as it can be
properly allowed to redeem, the pledge which was given
on its behalf to certain persons implicated by their own
confession during the course of the proceedings connected
with the recent prosecution of Mr. Crawford. It is, I
think, very desirable that there should be no misunder-
standing as to the circumstances under which this gua.
rantee was given. The Bombay Government had satisfied
itself that there prevailed within a part of the Presidency
a system of wide-spread corruption, encouraged, or deli-
berately connived at in his own interest, by an official high
in the service of Government. Holding this belief, it deter-
mined to strike a blow at the system by proving the guilt
of the person who was believed to be mainly responsible
for its existence and inflicting exemplary punishment upon
him. The surroundings of the case rendered. it highly
improbable that the evidence necessary in order to obtain
a complete disclosure of the facts would be obtained,
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unless those who were able to give such evidence received
an assurance that they would be protected against the
consequences of their own admissions. Primd facie, and
putting on one side for a moment the purely technical and
legal aspects of the matter, I think the case was one.in
which it was entirely for the Government of Bombay to
decide whether such an assurance was or was not indis-
pensable. The object aimed at by the institution of these
proceedings was one of such vast importance, and the
necessity of purging the public service of abuses as flagrant
as those of which the existence was suspected was so
urgent, that it does not scem to me that any complaint
can, as a matter of principle, be made of the Bombay Gov-
ernment merely upon the ground that, in order to secure
the conviction of the person whom it regarded, and rightly
regarded, if his guilt was to be assumed, as by far the
most conspicuous offender, it was content to allow
others, whose guilt was, upon this assumption, infinitely
less serious, to escape the punishment which they de.
served. A promise of indemnity under such circumstances
was not, therefore, it seems to me, in the least reprehensi-
ble. Nor, on the other hand, was such a promise unusual,
for cases must be familiar to us all in which such engage-
ments are permitted to be given to lesser criminals in
order to obtain the conviction of more serious offenders.

I think, moreover, that we may go further, and say that
the offence which it was desired to condone, considering
the circumstances under which it was committed, was, in
the case of a large number of the persons to whom the
guarantee of indemnity was given, not of so heinous a
nature as to justify the view that any grave miscagriage of
justice would have been involved by allowing those persons
to escape the punishment to which they had rendered
themselves liable. It is difficult to read the papers which
have been submitted to the Governmeut of India in this
connection without coming to the conclusion that the
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Bombay Government is justified in its contention that a
large number, at all events, of the incriminated officials
are to be regarded rather as the victims of extortion than
as willing parties to corruption. In regard to this point,
I have only to add that the cvidence disclosed befors the
Commission appears to show that there were different
degrees of culpability amongst the persons by whom the
guarantee of indemnity was accepted, and that it does not
seem to be beyond our powers to distinguish between
those whose offence may, for the reason which [ have just
given, be regarded as comparatively venial, and these who
are guilty of corruption of a more serious kind,

To the whole of these persons apparently, without
reference to the degree of their guilt, a promise of indem.
nity was extended on behalf of the Bombay Government.
No question can arise as to the bdona fides of that guaran-
tee, or as to the sense of duty which led the Bombay
Government to give it.  The question seems to have been
regarded by that Government purely as one of policy, and
it is evident from the correspondence which has taken
place that no doubt ever arose in their mind with regard
to the legality of the action which they were taking.

It was not until several months after the engagement
had been thus entered into, and after the persons to whom
it had been given had tendered their evidence, that
the legality of the step was called in question. The point
is one involving the interpretation of a statute, and I will
not take up the time of the Council in discussing it. It
is sufficient to state that it did not occur at the time to the
legal advisers of His Excellency the Governor that the -
Act of Geo. I11. was applicable to the case with which they
were dealing, and [ understand that even now, when their
attention has been specifically directed to the matter,
they are not prepared to admit the' applicability of the
statute. Their interpretation of the statute has, hawever,
not been accepted by the Secretary of State, wha has.
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distinctly intimated that, in the opinion of Her Majesty’s
Government, the guarantee was ultra vires and illegal.
The reasons alleged by the Bombay Government in sup-
port of their view have been carefully examined by our
honourable colleague Mr. Scoble, and he has just stated
fully the considerations which have led him, and which
have led the Government of India, to concur with the opi-
nion which the Secretary of State has expressed.

What, then, is the position of the Bombay Government ?
Its good faith is not called in question for a moment;
the objects with which it acted were objects which
must commend themselves to all right-thinking persons,
and, as | pointed out just now, the engagement given
by them was not in principle abhorrent to our ideas
of morality, or in practice unfamiliar to our judicial
procedure. [t appears to me that, under these circum-
stances, it is our obvious duty to give the Bombay
Government every assistance in our power in order to
enable it to redeem an engagement which it has been
compelled to break. The faith of the Government of
a great Presidency is not lightly pledged, and that pledge,
once given, should be respected in the spirit as well as in
the letter, I can conceive nothing more unfortunate than
that an impression should be allowed to prevail in the minds
of the people of this country that the Government of India,
or any portion of it, is prepared to play fast and loose
with a solemn engagement deliberately entered into by
any person authorised to represent it, or to speak on
its behalf; and I believe I am expressing the views of the
Gvernment of India, as well as those of the Secretary of
State, whan I say that it has been our desire in this in-
stance, as far as it was possible to do so, to make good in all
essential respects the undertaking on the strength of which
these witnesses tendered their evidence to the Commission.

It appeared, however, to the Secretary of State that
there was a point beyond which our desire to redeem
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the pledge of the Presidential Government ought not
to be allowed to carry us, and that that point was reached
when the question became one of legislating for the
express purpose of retaining in office, and in the discharge
of judical and administrative functions requiring the high-
est integrity for their proper performance, persons who
had not only become legally incapable of serving the State,
but who, by their own admission, had shown themseclves
guilty of deliberate and voluntary corruption, and conse-
quently wanting in the qualities most essential to secure
for them the confidence of the public. The Secretary
of State believed thatif the guarantee given in such cases
was to be literally observed, if a law was to be passed with
the object of relieving from a statutory disability men whose
fault could not be regarded as a venial one, who were not
in any sense the victims of extortion, but the willing aiders
and abetters of corruption, a greater blow would be struck
at the purity of the public service by the condonation
of notorious guilt than by a. partial departure from the
terms of the bargain into which the Government of Bombay
had entered. This view is that which the Government of
India is ready to adopt.  Except in the cases of some of
the most gravely implicated officials, the engagement
entered into by the Bombay Government will be literally
fulfilled. In these cases we believe that, having to choose
between a partial cancellation of the guarantee, and the
retention in office of men self-convicted as unworthy of
public confidence, a partial cancellation of the guarantee
is the lesser evil.

The test which has been adopted in order to determine
in each case whether a more or less serious view should be
taken of the guilt of the person concerned, has been that
to which I referred just now. It is well described in the
despatch from the Bombay Government to the Secretary
of State dated May 3rd, which divided the incriminated
officials into two classes :—
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“The first comprising those—a comparatively small
number—who either practically voluntecred the payment
of bribes to secure their own objects, to gain undue
promotion, or to escape the results of previous miscon-
duct, or who on but slight provocation, or under slender
temptation, paid money to purchase favours to which they
had no substantial claim ; the second including those who
only -paid under extreme pressure, in order to avoid un-
merited degradation, unjust superscssion, or transfers
ruinous to their purse and destructive, as they feared, of
their health, or who gave money in despair and on re-
peated applications to prevent, as they believed, the
blasting of their official carcers.”

Adopting this distinction we have come to the conclusion
that those officials of whom it cannot be said that the acts
of corruption to which they have pleaded guilty were com-
mitted under compulsion, or pressure, must be suffered to
take a part at all events of the conseq uences of those acts,
and ought not to be relieved from the incapacity which the
Statute of Geo. IIl. imposes upon all persons guilty of
such offences. Even in these cases, however, the Bom-
bay Government will be authorised to make good, as far as
may be, the assurance which it had given by the payment
of an equitable compensation for loss of office to each
official removed from the service. The position of the
officials who fall within this category will, therefore, be
as follows:—The terms of the indemnity which they
received were intended to shield them in three respects:
it led them to expect, first, exemption from punishment
for an indictable offence; secondly, protection from pri-
vate suits and prosecutions; and, thirdly, retention of
office in spite of a statutory incapacity. In respect of the
first and the second of these engagements, the indemnity
will remain intact. The third engagement we are un-
able to make good, except to the extent of offering to

the persons concerned a pecuniary compensation for the
H
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injury which their professional prospects will sustain.
‘The dismissal of some of these persons has alrcady been
publicly announced by the Governmens of Bombay.

In the case of those whose guiit is proved to be of a
more venial kind, we propose, by means of a Resolution of
the Government of India, publicly to confirm the engage-
ment of the Presidential Government, and to announce that
no steps will be taken to disturb them in the offices which
they hold, The Bill now upon the table will protect both
classes from the suits and prosecutions to which they have
rendered themselves liable.

The solution which has been described by my honourable
colleagues will, I trust, meet with the approval of the
Council and of the public, not as being in all respects one
upon which we can congratulate ourselves, but as being
probably the best solution which the conditions of a very
delicate and complicated problem permitted. We have
endeavoured, as far as the circumstances allowed us, on
the one hand to uphold the credit of the Presidential
Government, and, on the other, to defend the purity of the
service, for the defence of which the Government of Bom-
bay, in the face of much hostile criticism, instituted pro-
ceedings against one of its highest officials, The two
objects were to some extent irreconcilable, and we have,
much to our regret, been constrained to require from the
Bombay Government in some cases a partial departure
from the promises which it had made. I must, in fairness
to that Government, insist upon the fact that, so far as the
dismissal of these persons is concerned, it has been a
reluctant agent, that it has throughout sought to respect
in their integrity the pledges which it had given, and that
it is only under the orders of a superior authority that it
submits to the decision which has been explained to-day.
The Secretary of State has already expressed in the
strongest terms his admiration for the courage and single-
ness of purpose with which His Excellency the Governor
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undertook a task which must have caused him infinite
anxiety. That admiration is shared by us, and we desire
to go, as far as we can venture to go, in supporting the
Government of His Excellency. If, to the extent whjch
I have described, we stop short of a complete confirmation
of the steps which it has taken, we do so with regret and
out of regard for the very consideration to which he has
himself given throughout these occurrences the foremost
place—the purity of the public service of India.
[The motion was put and agreed to }

THE MAMLATDARS' INDEMNITY BILL.

[The Mamlatdars’ Indemnity Bill was discussed again in the Legis.
lative Council on the 17th October 1889, and passed into law. The
Hon., Mr. Scoble, in moving that the Bill be taken into considers
ation, explained that a number of communications had been re-
ceived from Bombay objecting to the Bill; that public meetings
had been held at which resolutions: had been passed, and that
articles had appeared in many vernacular newspapers urging thag
British honour and prestige required that the indemnity given by
the Bombay Government should be maintained in its integrity, and
that the adoption of any other course would be fraught with evil re-
sults. Mr. Scoble dealt at some length with these protests, and
concluded his speech as follows : —

+ So far, therefore, as the persons affected by this Bill are concerned,
I think substantial justice has been done. I am not surprised that the
scttlement is not considered satisfactory by some of the witnesses and
their friends, and | am not astonished that there has been a good deal
of fervid eloquence expended on the subject : but I think the public
generally will be disposed to accept the solution at which we have ar
rived as just and reasonable, and will give the Government credit for
having honestly attempted to reconcile the observance of a somewhat
inconsiderate promise with the maintenance of that high standard
of duty without which public employment, especially in Oriental
conntries, is only too apt to degenerate into a means of practising op-
pression and extortion.”

H2

1st Oct. 1889.
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The Hon. Mr. Hutchins also discussed the criticisms advanced
against the measure, and announced that the Secretary of State
had authorised the Government of India to continue to the dismissed
officials the full pay which they were receiving.

His Excellency the President spoke as follows : —]

It certainly did not surprise me any more than it sur-
prised my honourable colleagues to find that this measure,
during the three weeks which have been passed since
it was introduced into Council, has excited a consider-
able amount of public discussion, and has encountered
from some quarters a good deal of adverse criticism. The
circumstances of the case are not of a kind which necd
render us particularly susceptible or ready to complain of
such criticism. We have never represented the measure
itself, or the arrangements by which it isto be accompanied,
as more than the most hopeful settlement of a question full
of difficulty in itself, and rendered still less easy of solution
from the fact that the Government of India was not called
upon to intervene until the eleventh hour, by which time
the situation had become very seriously complicated. All
that we claim is, as [ ventured to point out the other day,
that the solution which we have proposed is, upon the
whole, the most reasonable one of which the circumstances
admit, and the most just in regard to the various interests
affected by our decision, If 1 were to be called upon to
criticise the criticisms which have been directed against
our action, I should be inclined to say that most of them
were apparently made entirely with reference to the inter-
ests of one of the parties concerned, and that the interests
of all the rest appear to have becen almost completely
ignored. For we have a right to insist that in dealing with
this important matter we had to take into consideration not
only the manner in which the reputation of the Bombay
Government will be affected by a departure from the en-
gagement offered to the inculpated Mamlatdars, but the
duty which we owe to the people of this country, of whom
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we may surely say that their interests are largely involved
in the maintenance of the purity of the public service
which we have endeavoured to uphold. In respecting the
engagement of the Bombay Government we have gone as
far as we could, and I cannot help thinking that those who
have taken exception to the course which we are about to
adopt have not given us sufficicnt credit, cither for the
length to which we have gone in making good the guar-
antee under whichthese officials gave their evidence before
the Crawford Commission, or for the motives which led us
to stop short of a complete and literal fulfilment of that
guarantee. In regard tothe former of these points, one would
almost have supposed, from reading some of the observa.
tions to which publicity has lately been given, that it was
the intention of the Government of India to make no
attempt whatever to compensate the dismissed Mamlatdars
for the loss of the emoluments of the offices of which they
will be deprived. My honourable friend Mr. Hutchins has
stated to Council how we propose to deal with this part of
the case. Our proposals, which have received the consent
of the Secretary of State, will, I cannot help thinking,
be regarded as conccived in a most liberal spirit, and as
affording the strongest proof of our desire to make good, to
the utmost of our ability, the engagements of the Bombay
Government.

In regard to the argument that the guarantee, having
once been given, should have been made good even at the
cost of retaining in public employment persons who, by
their own admission, had incurred a statutory incapacity
for serving the public, I will venture to make one observa-
tion only. [ earnestly trust that those to whom this view
of the case commends itself will consider carefully the
import of the arguments which they may advance in support
of their view, and the legitimate conclusion to which they
will find themselves committed, if they push those argu.
ments too far. I own that it is not without misgivings that
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I have noticed the readiness which has beem shewn in
certain quarters to assume that the Gove rnment of India,
sooner than be a party to evenr a slight and limited de-
parture from the guarantee given by the Bombay Govern-
ment,—a guarantee which, remember, has been held on the
highest authority to be illegal and ulfra wires,~should
have recourse to legislation for the purpose of retaining in
official employment persons tainted with corruption, The
reckless use of language of this kind appears to me to
show a complete disregard for the interests of that section
of the community which, if these persons had not been
deprived of their offices, would have depended upon. them
for the due administration of justice, and which would
surely bave had a right to complain, if it had been called
upon to submit itself to the judgment of functionaries
whose integrity, after what has taken place, would always
have remained liable to be called in question. This is,
however, only one aspect of the case. But we run the
risk of finding ourselves face to face with a much more
serious one. It appears to me that those who contend
that the conduct of which these dismissed officials have
been guilty is not conduct deserving of serious reprobation,
or calculated to unfit them for the discharge of important
judicial and administrative functions, are striking a serious
blow at the standard of public morality in this country.
The argument is, in fact, this, that what would be regarded
in other countries as a complete disqualification for the
tenure of a position of public trust, or responsibility, is not
so regarded in India; that public corruption is more toler-
able here than it would be in England ; and the inference
is sugfested that Native public opinion is callous or in-
different upon this point, and that we ought to be content
that it should be so. I cannot conceive any line of action
more calculated to have an unfortunate effect on the public
mjnd here and elsewhere. It has been the policy of the
Government of India to increase, from time to time, the
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opportunities offered to the Indian subjects of Her
Majesty for serving the State in important and responsible
positions. I for one rejoice that this should have been the
case, and it is for this very reason that I should deplore
any action on the part of persons representing themselves
to be the friends and spokesmen of the Natives of India,
which might lead to the belief that public opinion here was
lukewarm in regard to this all-important question of official
purity. The Government of Bombay is given credit, and
deservedly so, for the manner in which it attempted to
deal with corruption when the person suspected was a high
English official. [ trust that the Government of India will
at least not be censured for having declined to tolerate
the continued presence in the public service of Native
officials who have been shown beyond all doubt to be
tainted with the same corruption.

OFFICIAL SECRETS BILL.

£ At the meeting of the Legislative Council- which was held at Simla, 19th Oet. 188
on the 17th October, the Hon. Mr. Scoble moved that the Bill
(which he had introduced at the previous meeting) to prevent the dis-
closure'of official documents and information, be taken into consider-

ation.
His Excellency the Viceroy spoke as follows :—}

Our honourable collcague Mr. Scoble, on moving for
leave to introduce this Bill, expressed his opinion that a
measure of the sort has long been required in India. That
opinion [ entirely share: I have seen enough, during,the
comparatively short time which | have spent in this
country, to satisfy me that, unless legislation of this
kind is resorted to, the interests of the public are likely
to suffer materially. It is scarcely necessary to enlarge
on the consequences which must ensue if the kind of
treachery which is involved in the disclosure of official
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documents and information, and in the procuring of such
information by persons interested in publishing it, is
allowed to remain unpunished; and I believe that it is
absolutely necessary for the Government of India to hold
in its hand a weapon which can, if necessary, be used
with exemplary effect against those who are guilty of such
practices.

I trust, however, that [ shall not be understood as sug-
gesting that, in my opinion, it is upon ﬁunitive measures
such as this that the Government of India should rely for the
maintenance of that degree of secrecy which is indispen-
sable for the proper conduct of certain classes of public
business. I rejoice to think that those whose opportunities
of divulging such information are greatest—I mean the
members of the public service—deserve, as a general rule,
the high reputation which they have earned for trustworthi.
ness and discretion. The opportunities enjoyed by such per-
sons for obtaining access to important public documents,
and for making known their contents, are almost unlimited.
Such information has, as we all know, an appreciable, and
sometimes: a very commercial, value, We are well aware
that persons are at all times to be found ready to encour-
age breaches of official confidence, and to throw serious
temptations in the way of those who are in a position tp com-
mit them. It is, moreover, a matter of notoriety that what is
sometimes spoken of as the enterprise of the public Press
has of recent years, and not in India only, led to the en-
couragement of such misconduct, Under such circum- .
stances it would be strange indeed if occasional breaches
of good faith on the part of those whose daily duties afford
them the means of acquiring official knowledge did not
occur, This Bill will give us the power of punishing both
the parties to such transactions,—the thief and the receiver
of stolen goods, —and there is every reason to expect that
the passage of the measure will have a salutary and deter-
rent effect.
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I may perhaps be permitted to enforce what I have said
by referring to a recent case in which a particularly scan-
dalous disclosure of official information has taken place.
A Calcutta Journal, the Amrita Basar Patrika,in a recent
issue, published what professed to be the text of a docu-
ment described as one ‘the original of which His Excel-
lency will find in the Foreign Office,” and ag containing
“the real reason why the Maharaja of Kashmir has been
deposed.”

The document purports to be a Memorandum submitted.
to the then Viceroy, Lord Dufferin, by Sir H. M. Durand, the
Foreign Secretary, in May 1888, and runs as follows :—

“ To His Excellency,—1 do not agree with Mr, Plowden,
the Resident in Kashmir, in this matter. He is too much
inclined to set Kashmir aside in all ways and to assume
that if we want a thing done we must do it ourselves.

«“The more [ think of this scheme the more clear it
seems to me that we should limit our overt interference
as far as possible to the organisation of responsible mili-
tary force in Gilgit, So far we can hope to c'arrylthe
Durbar thoroughly with us. If we annex Gilgit, or put
an end to the suzerainty of Kashmir over the petty
principalities of the neighbourhood, and, above all, if we
put British troops into Kashmir just now, we shall run a
risk of turning the Durbar against us and thereby increase
the difficulty of the position, [ do not think this is neces-
sary. No doubt we must have practicilly the countrol
of Kashmir relations with those principalities, but this
we already have. Indeced, the Durbar has now, since the
dismissal of Luchmun Das, asked Mr. Plowden to advise
the Gilgit authorities direct without reference to them.
If we have a quiet and judicious officer at Gilgit, who will
get the Kashmir force into thorough order and abstain from
unnecessary exercise of his influence, we shall, 1 hope,
in a short time, have the whole thing in our hand without
hurting any one’s feelings.”
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Up to this the document is a substantially accurate
reproduction of a Minute actually written upon the above
date by Sir Mortimer Durand, so much so that there can be
no doubt whatever that it must rave been communicated to
the Press by a person who had had an opportunity of
copying, or committing to memory, a part at all events of
Sir Mortimer Durand’s Minute. A few words only have
been misquoted, but they are not of material importance.
I think the Council will agree with me in considering that
there is nothing in .the passage which I have read which
could be legitimately construed as revealing iniquitous
designs upon the State of Kashmir on the part of the
Government of India. It will no doubt be within the recol-
lection of Honourable Members that, at the time when
the Minute was written, there had been considerable dis-
turbances on the Gilgit frontier, that the Chiefs of Hunza
and Nagar were in revolt against Kashmir, that Chaprot had
been captured, and other places within the territories of
the Maharaja threatened by the insurgents, who had defied
the' Kashmir authorities.

These events had shown in so striking a manner the
insufficiency and weakness of the frontier administration
of the Kashmir Durbar, that proposals were submitted by
the then Resident for the purpose of coming to its assist-
ance. With this object Mr, Plowden advised the appoint-
ment of an English Political Agent at Gilgit, and he was
further of opinion that it might be desirable to sead British
troops into Kashmir. These were the proposals to which
the Foreign Secretary, in the document of which I have
just read a part, took exception, and in the passages which
follow in the original Minute, which ' have lately examiued,
I find that his objections to the Resident’s proposals were
throughout based upon the reason which he assigned at the
outset, namely, that Mr. Plowden was disposed to rely too
much upon British intervention, and not enough upon the
efforts of the Durbar. Sir Mortimer expresses his belief
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that we should ‘““be able to improve and strengthen the
position of the Kashmir authorities ;" that any officer whom
we send up ‘“should act with the consent and assistance
of the Durbar ;" that ‘“ he should not take command of the
Kashmir troops or get up any military expeditions;" and
he was to “give advice to the Governor in his present
military difficulties ” only ¢ if the Durbar wishes it.”

Will it be believed that the whole of the portion of
the Minute from which [ have taken these extracts has
been omitted, or suppressed, and that in lieu of it has
been inserted the passage which I shall now proceed to
read ?—

“ Altogether I think our first step should be to send up
temporarily and quietly a selected military officer (Captain
A. Durand of the Intelligence Department) and a junior
medical officer. Both of them will have the support of the
Durbar when and where it will be necessary, and they will not
display any indiscretion, so that the Durbar may not have
any hint of the work they are about to undertake, and they
will have to obtain the consent of the Durbar in matters
concerning military difficulties, Once we can establish a
belief that our undertaking is nothing but the welfare of
the Durbar, we are surely to attain our ohject. Time will
show that my view is not a wrong one. In it lies, I ven-
ture to hope, the safe realisation of that object which was
once cantemplated in Lord Canning’s time and afterwards
it was abandoned after deliberation.”

The extract, with the exception of the first line and a
half, in which it is recommended that an officer should be
sent up temporarily to Gilgit, is a sheer and impudent fab-
rication. Not only is it not to be found in Sir Mortimer
Durand’s Minute, but it misrepresents him in all the most
essential particulars, It has thus come to pass that, on the
one hand, important passages of Sir Mortimer Durand’s
Minute have been altogether suppressed, and, on the other,
words have been ascribed to him which he not only never
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1sed, but which convey a meaning absolutely inconsistent
wvith those which he actually wrote.

[ have already called attention to the suppression of
hose parts of the Minute which most strikingly illustrate
‘he moderation of the policy which found favour with the
Foreign Secretary and which was approved by the Vice-
‘oy. When we come to the passages for which the writer
1as drawn upon his cwn imagination, we find a series of
eckless statements expressed in language which those
vho are familiar with Sir Mortimer Durand’s style would
1ot for a moment mistake for his, and abounding in sug-
zestions to the effect that our policy in regard to Kashmir
vas governed by motives of the most sinister kind. Of
such a description are the passages in which it is said that
the officers sent to Gilgit are to conduct themselves *so that
‘he Durbar may not have any hint of the work that they
are about to undertake,” and the statement that * once
we can establish a belief that our undertaking is nothing
but the weltare of the Durbar, we are surely to attain our
object,”’—an object which is subsequently described as that
“which was contemplated in Lord Canning’s time, and
afterwards it was abandoned after deliberation.”.

The newspaper version of the Minute ends with the fol-
lowing words :—

“ Eventually Major Mellis should go to Kashmir on
the part of the Durbar and submit a mature scheme for the
better administration of the State, which is at present very
badly managed indeed. This scheme should include the
outline of our arrangements for strengthening the Govern.
ment policy.”

“ After the expiry of six months we will be in a positior
to decide whether the permanent location of a Political
Agency at Gilgit, also a contingent of troops for the de.
fence of the frontier for which the Durbar have already
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agreed to put their resources and troops at the disposal of
the British Government,”

(Sd.) H. M. DURAND.
“ Very well, 6th May.
(Sd.) DUFFERIN.

1oth May.”

Upon these passages I have only to observe that the
earlier portion is rendered with complete inaccuracy, Sir
M. Durand never having recommended that Major Mellis
should submit a scheme for the administration of the State,
but merely that that officer should at a later date go to
Kashmir in order to confer with the Durbar in regard to
its offer of aid for the defence of the frontier. The con-
cluding sentence is a pure fabrication, none of the words
after “policy ” appearing in the original Minute. The
latter, I may add, received the Viceroy's approval, although
not in the terms mentioned in the fabricated version.

I have shown already what were the objects with which
the Government of India proposed,in 1888, to intervene in
the affairs of Kashmir, and within what narrow limits Sir
Mortimer Durand, with the Viceroy's approval, was pre-
pared to restrict that intervention, and it is unnecessary
for me to point out how full of mischievous and misleading
suggestions are the passages which I have quoted from the
spurious portions of his supposed Minute.

The responsibility which rests upon those who are ready
not only to give to the public documents which they
are well aware could not have bcen obtained except by
a distinct and criminal breach of trust, but who are
not even at the pains to satisfy themselves that these do-
cuments are genuine, is a very serious one.

In the present instance the spurious information can
have been published with no other abject than that of per-
suading the people of this country that the recent action of



110 Speeches by H. E. the Marquess of Lansdowne,

Official Secvets Bill.

the Government of India in Kashmir has been prompted
by motives which have been repudiated in official docu-
ments of the first importance, as well as by the public
statements of the Sccretary of State in the British Parlia-
ment. Not content with persistently misrepresenting
the Government of India, the publishers of the article have
not scrupled to present to the public a garbled version of
a confidential Note, writtcn more than a year ago, in order
to give an entirely distorted account of the then view and
actions of the Government, Neither then nor at the pre-
sent time has it been the desire of the Government of
India to promote its own interests at the expense of those
of the Kashmir State; then, as now, it was our desite
to see that State well and wisely governed, with a mini-
mum of intervention on our part, and without any ulterior
designs upon its independence. I am not without hopes
that the sincerity of our motives will in process of time
come to be understood even by those who have been misled
by the persistent misrepresentation which has taken place
in connection with these matters, and 1 believe that an
exposure of the practices to which our critics have not
scrupled to resort in the present instance may have the
effect of, in some degce, opening the eycs of the public as
to the methods which have been adopted for the purpose
of prejudicing its judgment in regard to this important
case. '

I have thought it my duty to bring this matter to the at-
tention of the Council, both for the purpose of affording an
illustration of the kind of malpractice against which the
Bill on the table is directed, and also because I think
it should be generally known that the new law is intended
to be put in force in such cases, and that those who
publish official documents without authority will come
within its scope, whether the persons by whom those
documents have been divulged are discovered or not, and
whether the documents themselves are published in their
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entirety, or, as in the present instance, reproduced in a
garbled and truncated form.

_The motion was agreed to. The Bill was subsequently passed into
law.’

ADDRESS FROM THE MUNICIPALITY OF
RAWAL PINDL

[On Tuesday morning,the 22nd October, at 10 a.M., the Viceroy,
with the Marchioness of Lansdowne and the members of the Staff,
left Simla on His Excellency’sautumn tour. Halting at Pinjore
for the night, Their Excellencies passed through Umballa on th:
following day, and, having been joined by the Licutenant-Govs
ernor of the Punjab at Lahore, arrived at Rawal Pindi at 6 p.M. on
the evening of the 24th. Their Excellencies proceeded to the Com-
missioner’s house, where they stayed during their visit, and here the
Municipal Committee of Rawal Pindi presented an address of wel-
come. The address referred to the past history of Rawal Pind,
its importance as a military garrison, and to the water supply re-
cently provided for the city. To commemorate Lord Lansdowne’s
visit, it was announced that the President of the Municipality (Sirdar
Kirpal Singh) and his nephew had determined to present the station
with a library, for Europeans and Natives, which it was their desire
should be named after the Viceroy.

His Excellency replied as follows : —]

My. President, Vice-President, and Members of the
Rawal Pindi Municipality,—I1 thank you cordially for the
manner in which you have welcomed me upon my arrival
at this place.

It is extremely agreeable to me to encounter these
expressions of your good-will on the occasion of my first
halt during a somewhat extended tour along the frontier
districts of the Indian Empire. You will, I am sure, not
be surprised that a newly-appointed Viceroy should take
an interest in the measures which have receantly been re-
sorted to for the purpose of strengthening our national
defences, or that I should desire to see with my own eyes

a4th Oct. 188g



112 Speeches by 11, E. the Marquess of Lansdowne.

Addvass from the Municipality of Rawal Pindi.

what has been achieved with this object, and to add some-
thing to my local knowledge in view of any further steps in
* the same direction which may be recommended to the
Government of India.

Rawal Pindi itself has, as you have reminded me, always
occupied a conspicuous position in the estimation of the
Military advisers of the Government of India, and it must
be satisfactory to you to feel that its selection as a great
centre of military strength should have been the means of
contributing so much to the wealth and prosperity of your
Municipality. I trust that I may regard the manner in
which you have referred to this subject as an indication
of the good-will which I am happy tothink exists between
our military forces and the civil population which surrounds
them.

I rejoice to learn that the Municipal body has not been
unmindful of the duty which it owes to the community
resident here, and that you have recently been able to pro-
cure for all classes an abundant supply of pure water. I
feel sure that you will never regret your exertions in this
respect, and that, in the increased comfort -and health of
your people, you will find a full requital for any trouble
and expense which you may have incurred.

Sirdar Kirpal Singh,—I take note with great pleasure
of the intimation which has been made to me that it
is your intention, aided by your nephew, Sirdar Sujan
Singh, to add to the public benefits which you have
already conferred by presenting the station with a library
building which will be open both to Europeans and to
Natives. The existence of such an institution will be an
unmixed advantage to all classes, and will, I trust, be the
means of affording another objcct of common interest to all.
If you are pleased to carry out your intention of calling
the new library by my name, the compliment will be one
which [ shall sincerely appreciate,

I have only to add to what [ have said that if my stay here
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is a brief one, it has been curtailed on account of the
numerous engagements which require me to lose no time in
proceeding upon the journey which lies before us,

My. President and Gentlemen,~1 shall carry away
with me a most agreeable recollection of the kindness
which you have shown me, I am sure that [ may regard
it as an expression of the loyal fcclings which you enter-
tain towards Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, and the
Government by which she is represented in this country.

ADDRESS FROM THE MUNICIPALITY OF PESHAWAR.

(The Viceroy, accompanied by the Lieutenant-Governor, arrived
at Peshawar shortly after 5 p.M. on the 28th October (having
ridden through the Kohat Pass), and was| received at the Commise
sioner’s house by Colonel Ommaney (the Commissioner) with his
Divisional and District Officers, the General Officer Commanding
the District (General Keen), the members of the Municipal Com«
mittee, and other Native gentlemen. On the following day His Excel-
lency, accompanied by Lady Lansdowne, Sir James Lyall, and several
Staff and Civil Officers, drove to the city. Arriving at the foot of
the Gor Kotri (one of the principal buildings in the city and one of the
most ancient and historical), His Excellency was received by the
members of the Municipality of Peshawar, who presented an address
of welcome in Persian. The Committee regarded it as a matter for
congratulation that they had for their Viceroy one *whose prero-
gative it always was to guard the frontiers and limits of the king-
dom,” and that in visiting the important frontier city of Peshawar, His
Excellency had evinced his anxicty “to fulfil his responsibilities and to
further the welfare of itsinhabitants.” The Committee also referred to
the general progress made in the affairs of the city and district during
the past forty years.

His Excellency in reply spoke as follows :—]

Gentlemen,~] am afraid | shall not be able to ex-
press myself in the language of the address with which

you have presented me, and I shall ask Mr. Merk to be
J

2gth Oct. 1889,
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good enough, for the ‘benefit of those who do not under-
stand English, to convey the substance of the observations
which I am about to address to you.

I have very great pleasure in accepting this address,
and I thank you cordially for the manner in which you
have welcomed me and for the loyal sentiments to which
I have just had the pleasure of listening.

I observe the reference which you have made to the fact
that the English title which I have the honour to bear is one
the original meaning of which undoubtedly at first conveyed
the meaning that the person who bore it was especially
responsible for the borders and frontiers of the kingdom,
and I hope, Mr. Merk, you will assure my friends that
they will not find me unmindful of these important mat-
ters which must of necessity come prominently under my
attention during my tour.

The importance of Peshawar as a great frontier city
" is fully recognised by the Government of India, and I have
taken advantage of my first tour in order to pay it a visit.

I have listened with especial satisfaction to those
passages in the address which have reference to the ad-
vantages derived by the people of this neighbourhood from
that which they have appropriately described as ‘‘the
beneficent sway of Her Majesty.” It is the earnest de-
sire of Her Majesty’s Government that the people of India
should understand that we take the deepest interest in
their well-being and prosperity, and I rejoice to find that
you are ready to admit that, in the case of Peshawar, the
last forty years have witnessed a general advance in respect
of the present security of life and property, of the pro-
gress of education, of the improvement of your railways
and other means of communication, which must be most
satisfactory both to those who are concerned in the
Government and those who are governed.

Gentlemen,—1 accept this loyal address as the repre-
sentative of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, and I will
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make it my business to inform Her Majesty of your desire
that she should be made aware of the feclings which you
entertain towards her.

I thank you very sincerely, in conclusion, for the kind
wishes which you have expressed for my own health and
prosperity, and I trust that it may be within my power, during
my term of office as Viceroy, to carry on successfully the
useful work which has been begun by my predecessors, and
which has produced so many good results for the people
of this country.

I shgll always look back with satisfaction to my meet-
ing with you, and 1 shall preserve your address and the
very handsome casket in which it is enclosed, as a plea-
sant reminiscence of my visit to your city.

[Mr. Merk, Deputy Commissioner of Peshawar, translated His
Excellency’s speech into the vernacular, after which some of the
more prominent members of the deputation were introduced to Lord
Lansdowne His Excellency and party! then proceeded to the tere

race of the Gor Kotri, whence an extensive view of the city and the
surrounding country was ohtained.]

ADDRFESS OF WELCOME AT THE “ EDWARDES'
CHURCH MISSION HIGH SCHOOLS.”

[Leaving the Gor Kotri Their Excellencies proceeded to the  Ed-
wardes' Church Mission High Schools,” visiting en youte « All Saints’
Church. At the Schools lord and Lady Lansdowne were received
by the Rev. Worthington Jukes, the head of the College, and other
members of the collegiate staff. On entering the principal room, His
Excellency was greeted with hearty cheers from about 350 boys of
various denominations who were seated on the gallery. In reply to
an address of welcome, read by the Rev. Mr. Jukes on behalf of the
schools, His Excellency spoke as follows :—]

Mr. Fukes, Gentlemen of the Mission, Masters and
Scholars of the Mission School,~l1t gives me very great
pleasure to rcceive this address at your hands, and to
: J2

2gth Oct. 18
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become acquainted with schools of which I have heard so
much and which have achieved for themselves so well de~
served a reputation. I am glad, as the head of the
Government of India, to express my appreciation of the
good work which the Afghan Church Mission has perform.
ed in this connection. When we are upon the frontier
our minds naturally turn to questions connected with its
defence, to the great lines of military railways which have
been built, to the fortifications which have been con-
structed, and to the efficiency of the troops which garrison
them: Now, it is very satisfactory to me to know 4hat the
Afghan Church Mission is supplementing our efforts by
turning out year after year, a number of young men who
will, I trust, receive here such a training as will make them
hereafter good and true men and worthy members of that
garrison of loyal and patriotic citizens upon whom the
Government of India will afterwards have to rely,

You have mentioned, Sir, the names of two former pupils
of the school, both well and honourably known men, as
having added to the credit and reputation of the institution,
and I have no doubt that, as time goes on, many more
such men will be found ready to contribute to the reputa-
tion of the Mission and to keep alive the memory of
that distinguished public servant after whom these schools
are named. I do not think that a young native of this
country could set before himself a brighter, or a worthier,
ideal than to follow in the footsteps of Sir Herbert Ed-
wardes, to whom this institution owes so much, and whose
name will always be a household word in Peshawar.

Before 1 leave this room I should like to say to the
scholars whom I see before me how glad I am to have met
them here to-day. Most Englishmen look back with affec-
tion to their old school, and I hope that the scholars of this
institution will take a pride in it, and feel that they are
each and every one of them able to contribute something
towards maintaining its reputation. 1f [ could venture
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to give you a word of advice on an occasion like the pre-
sent, I should be inclined to ask you to remember that edu-
cation in the true sense of the word means a great deal
more than book-learning, and that your object should be
to obtain, while you are studying here, that larger kind
of education which consists, not merely in proficiency at
your school-work, but in the acquisition of those qualities
which are indispensable in order to make either a good
schoolboy or a good citizen. Loyalty, respect for authority,
modesty and self-respect, truthfulness (I see the words
“ Honour and Truth” written upon the scroll which de."
corates the wall above your heads), and a keen sense
of honour,—these are lessons which no amount of reading
will teach effectually unless it be supplemented by other
influences.

And now I will conclude by saying that you have my
heartiest wishes for your welfare, and [ repeat that it has
given me great pleasure to meet you upon this occasion.
I thank you, Mr. Jukes, very much for the address which
you have read, and | wish these schools all success and
prosperitv. [Loud and continued cheers.]

[The boys then gave some recitations in English, Pushtoo, and
Arabic. His Excellency was much pleased with a rendering of the
Hubert scene from King Jobn by two Afghan lads and complimented
them on their efficiency in English. The proceedings were closed
with “three cheers” for Their Excellencies, called for by the Principal
and responded to very heartily by the boys.]
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PRESENTATION OF MEDALS TO THE MEN OF THE
KHYBER RIFLES.

[On the morning of the 31st October, the Viceroy, who was ac-
companicd by the Commander-in-Chief in India, the Lieutenant-
Governor of the Punjab, and their respective staffs, reviewed the
troops of the Peshawar Garrison, num bering 6,000 men, 1,000 horses,
and 6 guns, and made up from twelve different corps, After the
march past the troops advanced in line, when His Excellency pro-
ceeded to present medals to seven non-commissioned officers and men

-of the Khyber Rifles, who had distinguished themselves in the Black

Mountain Campaign. At the conclusion of the ceremony Lord
Lansdowne made the following remarks :—}

Sir Frederick Roberts,—It has given me great pleasure
to comply with your request that I should, before leaving
the parade ground, present Orders of Merit to the men of
the Khyber Rifles upon whom they have been conferred.

I understand from you that, when the Government of
India decided to send an expedition to the Black Mountain,
the Khyber Rifles, through their Commanding Officer, ex.
pressed their strong desire to be allowed to take part in
the expedition, and that a certain number of men of the
regiment were thereupon sent up. These men, [ was
pleased to learn, conducted themselves with much gallantry
and entirely to your satisfaction. The conferring of these
orders is, I need scarcely say, a compliment, not only to
the individual soldiers who have carned this distiniction,
but to the regiment as a whole. 1 shall be very glad if it
can be conveyed to them that I am particularly pleascd to
have had this opportunity of sccing the battalion on
parade, of observing their soldier-like bearing, and of con.
ferring on the men before me the orders which they have
just received.

[Colonel Warburton, Political Officer, Khyber Pass, translated His
Excellency’s remarks to the men.)
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OPENING OF THE KURRUM BRIDGE,

[Their Excellencies the Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief arrived
at Edwardesabad, at 1-30 P.M., on the 7th instant, accompanied by
Sir James Lyall, Sir James Brown, C.M G., and a numerous staff,

They were received by the Civil and Military Officers at the house of
the Deputy Commissioner, which was placed at the disposal of His
Excellency. In the afternoon an informal reception was held in the
public gardens, at whichthe various officers stationed at Edwardes-
abad were prescnted to His Excellency. The next morning His
Excellencv opened the Kurrum bridge. He was accompanied by the
Commander-in-Chief, the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, Sir
James Brown, Colonel Campbell, C.B., Commanding the Frontier
Force, the Commissioner of Derajat, and his staff. Mr. Fenner,
Superintending Engineer, having rcad an address to the Viceroy re-
garding the work—)

His Excellency expressed the pleasure which it gave him
to inspect this useful and important work. Of the material
benefits conferred upon the country by British rule, none
were more substantial or enduring than thosc resulting from
improvements in the meansof communication. Such im-
provements were the condition without the presence of
which all others, not only strategical, but commercial and
administrative, were impossible.

This bridge proved an essential feature in a great arterial
road uniting two great systems of railway, and connecting
some of the most important military positions on the fron-
tier.

Some of those who were present, amongst others His
Excellency the Commander-in.Chief, were able to bear

witness to the delays, risks, and inconveniences which had -

been experienced in the past, owing to the impossibility of
crossing the Kurrum river at certain scasons.

He heartily congratulated the Punjab Government, and
the officers concerned in the construction of the bridge,
upon the successful manner in which the work had been
carried through, in the face of difficulties well described
and certainly not exaggerated in the address.

8th Nov. 188
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He wished to express his entire concurrence in the state-
ment to which he had just listened in regard to the inci-
dental advantages arising from the employment upon such
works of the tribes occupying the adjoining districts, and
he trusted that this might not be only one of the many cases
in which such employment might be given to the tribesmen
at different points along the frontier,

The Viceroy was convinced that there was no better
way of habituating them to peaceful pursuits, and weaning
them from those lawless modes of proceeding which proved
a picturesque, but, he feared, an objectionable feature in
frontier life.

His Excellency trusted that the time might be distant,
when this bridge would be traversed by an armed force
proceeding to the frontier for the defence of the Empire.
If that day should ever come, he had no doubt that the
country would be grateful hoth to those whose policy had
determined that these strategical lines of roads should be
laid down, and to the officers whose skill and energy had
been instrumental in bringing the works to completion.

[l.ord Lansdowne then declared the bridge open, after which His
Excellency and party inspected the work.]

ADDRESS FROM THE RESIDENTS OF QUETTA.

[The Viceroy with the Marchioness of Lansdowne arrived at
Quetta at 6 .M. on Saturday, the 16th November. Their )Excel-
lencies were received at the railway station by Sir Robert Sande.
man, General Sir George White, and all the Civil and Military
Officers at Quetta, and by the Native Chiefs present, including the
Khan of Khelat, the Jam of Lus Beyla, and a number of Native
notables. A deputation representing the residents of Quetta pre-
sented an address of welcome to His Excellency, in which they pointed
out the progress made in the development of Quetta since its occu-

ation fourteen years ago, when it consistedo nly of a small bazaar
with the Khan’s fort. Reference was made to the advance of educa-
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tion and of medical science; to the disasters caused by the recent
floods and the efforts to introduce 2 more adequate system of drainage
to prevent their recurrence, and aid from imperial sources was solicited
towards this object as well as towards education. His Excellency’s
attention was also directed to the high local rates charged for passenger
and goods traffic by railway, and the address concluded by referring
to the wise administration of Sir Robert Sandeman, seconded by the
efforts of Mr. H. S. Barnes (late Political Agent), to which the present
prosperous condition of Quetta was largely due.

His Excellency replied to the address as follows :—]

Gentlemen,—It gives me much pleasure to meet you
here on my arrival in your city, and to receive these assur-
ances of the loyalty of the community on behalf of whia
you have addressed me. You have dwelt in graphic and
well-chosen language upon the extraordinary advance
which the town of Quetta has undergone during the com-
paratively brief period which has elapsed since its first oc-
cupation by the British Government. You would probably
be justified in saying that to no part of the Indian Empire
has that period brought a larger accession of prosperity.
Nor need you, I believe, apprehend that the progress
which has been achieved in the past will not be continued
in the future, or that the railway communications now
rapidly approaching completion will not still further
strengthen the claim of Quetta to a place amongst the
leading cities of this country.

I rejoice to learn that you have not only taken thought
for the material well-being of your people, but that you are
making adequate provision for the intellectual advance-
ment of the generation which will replace this, Iam glad
that that provision extends to the children of both sexes, and
you may depend upon obtaining the careful consideration
of the Government for the appeal which it is in your con-
templation to make on behalf of one of the schools to
which you have referred. 1 am also glad to hear that your
city possesses a suitable hospital and that you have attach-
ed to it a zenana ward connected with Lady Dufferin’s
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Fund, in the administration of which Lady Lansdowne
takes a special interest. I heard with regret of the injuries
recently sustained by the town owing to the sevcre floods,
and I trust that no difficulty will be experienced in guard.
ing against a recurrence of this visitation.

It is, I have no doubt, the case that, owing to the ime
mense expense at which you have been provided with
railway communication, rates higher than those obtaining
on other lines have been charged upon that in which you
are specially interested. The subject is a fair one for dis-
cussion, and I shall have much pleasure in conferring with
the Honourable Member in charge of the Public Works
Department in regard to it.  ‘The Government of India has
certainly no desire to fix those rates upon a scale calculated
to arrest the flow of that stream of commercial activity
which we earnestly desire to encourage by every means at
our disposal.

I have heard with satisfaction the testimony which you
have borne to the wisdom and energy with which the affairs
of this district have been administered by the Governor-
General’'s Agent—Sir Robert Sandeman—an officer who
has the confidence of the Government of India, and whose
name will, for all time, be honourably connected with this
portion of the Indian Empire.

I have given a practical proof of my concurrence in the
high opinion which you have formed of Mr. Barnes by
selecting him for employment requiring a high order of
ability in connection with that Department of the Govern-
ment for which I am myself especially responsible.

Gentlemen,—I notice with pleasure that you interpret
my presence here at an early period in my term of office as
an indication of the interest which [ take in your city and
in this part of the frontier. I fecl sure that the opportu-
nity which has thus fallen to me of observing for myself
what has been already achieved, and what yet remains to be
effected, will be of the utmost value to me.
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I thank you, in Lady Lansdowne’s name and my own,
for the friendly greetings and good wishes with which your
address concludes, and [ can assure you that you may
depend upon the sincerity of the interest which'l take in
all that concerns your welfare and prosperity,

DURBAR AT QUETTA.

[At 1 p.M. on Wednesday, the 20th November, the Viceroy held 20th Nov. 18!
a public Durbar at Quetta for the reception of His Highness the
Khan of Khelat, the Jam of Lus Beyla, and a number of Native
Chiefs and Sardars of Baluchistan.  The Durbar took place in the
Municipal Hall, and was attended by His Excellency Sir Frederick
Raberts, Sir Robert Sandeman, and all the principal Civil and Mili-
tary Ofticers stationed at Quetta. When the formal cercmonies
observed on such occasions were completed, and the Khan of Khelat
and the Jam of Lus Beyla had been presented to the Viceroy, His
Excellency rose and delivered the following address :—]

Your Highness, Chiefs and Sardars of the Khelat State
and of the Baluchistan Agency,~—1t is with great satisfac-
tion that [ find myself able to receive in Durbar Your High-
ness and the Jam of Lus Beyla, the Sardars of the Baluch
Confederacy, and the Khans and Arbdbs and leading men
of the Pathan districts under British control,

It will be in Your Highness's recollection that my pre-
decessor had hoped, on the occasion of his visit to Quetta
two years ago, to mcet you under similar circumstances,
and to make personal acquaintance with yourself and the
Sardars. The abandonment of that projeet I know occa-
sioned great disappointment to Lord Dufferin, who had
earncstly desired to take such an opportunity of publicly
cementing the friendship which exists between the Govern-
ment of India and the ruler and people of this country.

I rejoice that it should be within my power to give effect
to Lord Dufferin’s intention, and | esteem myself fortunate
in that it has fallen to my lot.to be the first Viceroy of
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India to interchange personal greetings in Quetta with
yourself and the Sardars and Chiefs who are collected in
this room.

. More than twelve years have now passed since the untir-
ing efforts made by Sir Robert Sandeman, the trusted
representative of the Government of the Queen-Empress,
especially during his Mission to Khelat in 1876, culminated
in the well-known settlement of Mustung,—a settlement
which was closely followed by the memorable Durbar held
at Jacobabad by Lord Lytton, the then Viceroy.

The Treaty executed at that time by the Viceroy, and by
Your Highness, bore witness to the reconciliation effected
between yourself, the Ruler of Lus Beyla, and the Baluch
Sardars, Such a reconciliation was urgently demanded in
the interests of peace and stable government, It was also
indispensable with reference to an object to which neither
the Khelat State nor the Government of India could be
indifferent. I mean the opening up of trade communica-
tions between our two countries and between India and
Afghanistan—a step which would have been impossible
without the removal of the risks occasioned in former
days by the unsafe condition of the principal trade
routes.

We are now in a position to look back to the result
which the arrangements of 1876 have achieved. They are
of a nature which must, I believe, be entirely satisfactory
to all concerned and not least to Your Highness. The
Bolan Pass has become a safe and peaceable highway, and
Your Highness’s wise action in subsequently consenting to
the commutation of the transit dues formerly levied upon
all commodities conveyed through the Pass has given a
further stimulus to commerce. The heavy cost of this
arracgement was cheerfully borne by the British Govern-
ment in the general interest.

I believe I am within the mark when I say that there is
not a chief or a trader in this part of the country whose
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wealth has not greatly increased in consequence of these
salutary changes, while the mass of the people, released
from the dangers and anxieties of internal disputes, have
experienced a general and marked advance in well-being
and prosperity.

Other roads besides that through the Bolan Pass have
been opened up, and your country has been thrown iuto
direct connection with the commercial enterprise of the
Indian Empire.

It would, however, be a grave mistake to regard these
improvements as affecting commercial interests alone,
They bave, I am happy to say, had the effect of drawing
closer the bonds of good-will which unite Your Highness's
State with the Government of the Queen-Empress; they
have, on the one hand, given to Your Highness a sense of
security {rom external attack, which you could not have
felt in the absence of a connection with us; they have, on
the other, given to the British Government, with Your
Highness's full concurrence, and upon terms just and
honourable to yourself, the means of consclidating its
authority upon this portion of the frontier, and of adopting
adequate measures for its own protection, and the protec-
tion of its allies, amongst whom Your Highness holds a
distinguished place. Last, and not least, the agreement
thus arrived at has enabled us to establish between the
regions lying to the East, and those to the West, of the
great Passes which pierce these mountains, a permanent
line of railway communication.

Having lately travelled over a part of the line, I am glad
to express my great admiration of the skill and courage
with which. our Engineers have, in the face of natural
obstacles of the most formidable kind, addressed them-
selves to a task which is, I am happy to say, now rapidly
approaching completion.

The political events which have taken place since the
new departure which | have described was happily made
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in 1876, have borne testimony to the wisdom with which
the policy then adopted was conceived, and to the loyalty
with which it has been carried out on both sides.

Within two ycars of the cxecution of the Treaty of
Jacobabad the sincerity of the Ruler of the Khelat State
was tested by the outbreak of the second Afghan War,
at the close of which the Marquis of Ripon conveyed to
Your Highness, and the principal Sardars, his high appre-
ciation of the loyalty and friendship which you had dis-
played and of the effective assistance which you had
rendered to British Officers during the military operations
in Afghanistan,

I feel confident that, should an emergency of this, or any
other kind again arise, you will be found ready to show
once more, by acts which cannot be misunderstood, how
fully you are convinced of the advantages which you
derive from your allegiance| to us, and how faithfully you
are prepared to carry out the engagements which you have
contracted.

I am sure Your Highness and the Sardars of the Khelat
State will give us credit for having, on our side. scrupu-
lously fulfilled the obligations which we have contracted
towards yourself. The distinguished officer, now entrusted
with the Baluchistan Agency, has from the beginning been
Your Highness’s sincere fricnd, and has, I believe, gained
the full confidence of Your Highness and your Sardars.
One of the chief reasons of Sir Robert Sandeman’s suc-
cess, and of the support he has received both from the
Government of India and from those with whom he has
been brought into contact here, is to be found in his
complete realisation of the fact that we desired, in all that
we were doing, to respect your rights, to have regard to
your traditional customs, and to avoid as much as possible
interference with your private and local affairs. Wherever
it has been possible to do so, we have relied upon the
machinery of your own tribal councils and upon the time.
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honoured institutions which govern the relations between
the Ruler of the Khelat State and its great nobles.

Much of what I have said has had special reference to
the country under Your Highness’s administration. But I
also wish to say a few words to those Khans, Arb4bs, and
other gentlemen present, who are now subjects of Her
Majesty the Queen-Empress of India. Hardly ten years
have elapsed since the districts of Pishin, Sibi, and Thal
Chotiali first came into British possession during the war
with Alfghanistan. Since then these districts have been
formally declared to form part of British India; while
more lately the Kakar country and the Khetran Valleys
have come under our administration.. During these years
you have had ample opportunity of judging what British rule
means. You will, [ hope, have learnt that this is founded
on justice, that the British Government neither exacts
heavy taxes nor interferes with your private affairs, that
it has no wish to meddle with your religion, and that it
desires to respect your ancient customs, so far as it is
possible to respect them without injustice to individuals.
The British Government desires to see its subjects pros-
perous, contented, and happy. The extension of the
railway, of which I spoke just now,—the construction
throughout your districts of good metalled roads,—the
execution in Pishin of important irrigation works,—have
all helped to bring wealth to the country, and have pro-
vided employment for thousands of your people. The
British Government has further shown its confidence in
you, by having resort to your co-operation whenever cir-
cumstances permitted. Your local levies have been em-
ployed for the purpose of maintaining order, and your
jirgas for the performance of the ordinary duties of civil
administration. In return for these benefits the Govern-
ment expect from you loyal and faithful service. Such
service has, I am glad to know, beenrendered by many
of you in the past, and I feel convinced that you will
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not fail to render it again should the opportunity be given
to you. Of one thing you may be sure—that the British
Government is strong and powerful, and that it does not
forget those who have deserved well at its hands,

I wish to add to what I have already said that I am glad
to see here to-day some representatives of the mercantile
community to whose zeal and enterprise during the last
few years the thriving town of Quetta owes much of the
prosperity which it now enjoys.

It now only remains for me to express the pleasure
which it has afforded me to visit this country and to become
personally known to-Your Highness, and to the Sardars and
Chiefs. I bid you farewell, and I assure you of my earnest
desire to uphold your rights and to promote your prosperi-
ty, and I trust that you will never cease to think of me as
a firm friend and a cordial well-wisher.

[ A translation of the address in Persian was then read by Mr,
H. S. Barnes; khsllats were conferred and other furmalities observed,

and the proceedings came to a close.]

ADDRESS FROM THE MUNICIPALITY OF LAHORE.

[Their Excellencies the Viceroy and the Marchioness of Lansdowne
arrived in Lahore from Quetta on Saturday morning, the 23rd Novem-
ber, at 10 o'clock. There was a large gathering of Native Chiefs and
Civil and Military officials  at the railway station. After Sir James
Lyall had introduced the principal personages present to His
Excellency, the members of the Municipal Committec of Lahore
preserted him with an address of welcome, the purport of which will
berapparent from the Viceroy's reply, which was as follows :—]

Gentlemen,—1 offer you my hearty thanks for the loyal
address with which you have bcen good enough to present
me, in the name of the citizens of Lahore, and [ am glad
that you have given me this early opportunity of express,
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ing the satisfaction which it affords me, after a somewhat
protracted tour throughout the frontier districts of the
Province, to find myself at its capital.

Your city, from its historical associations in the past,
and from the position which it occupies to-day as the
centre of the political life of the Punjab, is entitled to the
utmost respect of those who are concerned in the govern.
ment of India, and [ rejoice to receive from your lips such
emphatic testimony as that which you have borne to your
loyalty and attachment to the Crown, and to your approval
-of the results which British rule has achieved in this part
of India. You are, I believe, amply justified in regarding
the privileges which ‘attach to citizenship of this British
Empire as advantages of no ordinary kind, and I think you
are right in assigning a high place amongst those advant.
ages to the blessings which accrue to the people of this
country, owing to the assurance of peace, and the security
of life and property which they now enjoy. Holding these
opinions, you will probably not complain of me for having
made it the object of my first autumn tour, to obtain some
knowledge of your frontier districts, and of the measures
which have been taken in them for rendering this part of
the Empire safe against external attack.

[ notice with pleasurc your reference to the presence
in this country of the grandson of Her Majesty the Queen-
Empress, His Royal Highness Prince Albert Victor of
Wales. You have correctly interpreted the intentions
both of Her Majesty and of His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales, when you refer to Prince Albert Victor's
visit to India as an indication of the interest taken by our
most gracious Sovereign, and by the Heir-Apparent to the
Throne, in Her Indian Empire ; and I am glad to be able to
intimate to you that the Prince will certainly spend a few
days in Lahore, where he will be the guest of His Honour
the Lieutenant-Governor, the trusted Chief of the Govern-
ment of this Province.

K
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It only remains for me to thank you for the good
wishes which you have expressed for my health and success,
You will perhaps permit me to say that I feel greatly the
better for having spent a few weeks in the invigorating air
and fine climate of the Punjab frontier, Nor is it in health
alone that I hope to have gained somewhat by my visit to
your Province. It is one the public affairs of which
have played a conspicuous and important part in the
history of the Indian Empire, and which has always num-
bered, not ooly amongst its officials, but also amongst its
leading chiefs and rulers, men of the highest reputation
and ability. 1 feel sure that a Viceroy has everything to
gain by closer acquaintance and contact with the Punjab,
and my only regret is that I cannot pay it a longer visit.
I accept your address with gratitude, and [ earnestly hope
that it may prove to be within my power to conduct the
government of the country in a manner comducive to
your welfare.

OPENING THE LAHORE MISSION COLLEGE.

[On Monday morning, the 25th November, at 8 o’clock, the Viceroy
opened the Lahore Mission College. His Excellency was accom-
panied by the Lieutenant-Governor. Dr. Ewing, the Principal, open-
ed the proccedings by reading an address giving a history of the
Institution. The Viceroy in reply spoke as follows :~]

Dr. Ewing, Your Honour, My Lord Bishop, Ladies and
Gentlemen,— | have listened with attention to the very
interesting statement which Dr. Ewing has just placed
before me in support of his request that I would formally
declare these new buildings to be open, and I certainly
think that no one who has heard what fell from him could
fail to be convinced that there is every reason for looking
forward with confidence to the future of the College, and
for belicving that it has fully established its right to the
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measure of recognition which it has obtained from the
Provincial Governament. In every sense of the word, [
believe, Sir, that the foundations upon which you are build-
ing are sure and solid.

I do not propose to dwell at anyjength upon the excel-
lent work which the Board of Missions of the Presbyterian
Church of the United States has achieved i this city, but
{ cannot refrain from observing that, not only here in India,
but in almost every part of the world—throughout the
Continent of America, in China, in Japan, in Persia and in
Africa~~the Board of Missions has been actively engaged
in the diffusion of useful knowledge, and in exercising a
salutary and humanising influence upou the communities
with which its representatives have been brought into con.
tact. { think { am right in saying that altogether, in
different parts of the world, something like 1,600 mis-
sionaries are employed. In ladia we are under no slight
obligation to the Board, and in this Province alone, |
believe, you number some 7,000 pupils.

1 am very glad to be able, by my presence here, to bear
witness of my appreciation of the public services rendered

“by the Board of Missions; aund although you, Sir, and your
American colleagues are not subjects of Her Majesty the
Queen-Empress, we gladly call to midd the fact that you
belong to that same British race, of which Englishmen and
Americans are alike proud to be members, In whatever
part of the world they may find themselves situated, your
citizens and ours will, I trust, always co-operate as cordi-
ally and usefully as you have done wlith us in this Province.
Having myself spent nearly five years of my life in the
close neighbourhood of the United States of America, | am
glad to find myself oiice more in a position to téhder to its
representatives the expression of my hearty good-will.
Pertit me also to ekpress the pleasure which it affords
e to meet upon this octasion the two géntlemen—tlie
Revd. Mr. Newton and the Revd. Mr, Forman—who, no

K 2
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less than forty years ago, commenced the educational work
of the Mission in Lahore, It must be inthe highest degree
satisfactory to them to find that the seed which they have
sown has found in this country a congenial soil, and that
the institution which had its first beginning under their guid-
ance has now received so marked a recognition at the hands
of the Government of the Province. I feel sure that the
College will continue to deserve the support which the
Provincial Government has already, with much wisdom,
extended to it.

It now remains for me to declare these buildings to be
open, and, in doing so, I cordially wish the College, which
will have its home in them, a bright and successful future.
(Applause.)

[His Excellency was then conducted through the various rooms of
the College.]

LADY LYALL'S HOME FOR FEMALE STUDENTS,
LAHORE. LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE.

(On Monday afternoon, the asth November, Her Excellency the
Marchioness of Lansdowne laid the foundation stone of Lady Lyall's
Home for Female Students (Lahore) in connection with the Punjab
Branch of the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund. Sir James and Lady
Lyall and alarge assembly witnessed the ceremony. To an address
presented to Lady Lansdowne on behalf of the Managing Committee
of the Punjab Branch of the Countess of Dufferin’s Fuad, thanking
Her Excellency tor consenting to lay the stone and giving an account of
the proposed Boarding-Hause, the Viceroy replied as follows :—]

Your Honour, Ladies and Gentlemen—Lady Lans-
downe has requested me to express to you the great
pleasure with which she accedes to your request that
she should lay the foundation stone of this new building.

Since she has been in India—and it is now almost
twelve months since we arrived in the country~-she has
constantly endeavoured, to the best of her atility, to carry
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on the noble work which was so well begun by her prede-
cessor, Lady Dufferin. Lady Lansdowne has done this,
partly out of her sincere regard for Lady Dufferin, who
earnestly entreated her to spare no effort to see that the
work she commenced should not suffer by her departure
from India, partly also because Lady L.ansdowne is herself
deeply convinced of the immense value of the results which
the Dufferin Fund is able to achieve in this country.

Lady Lansdowne wishes me to say that it gives her
very great pleasure to find that the efforts which she has
made have been so well seconded in this Province, and
particularly in this city. Hitherto, I understand, it has
only been possible to use the funds at the disposal of
the Committee for the purpose of assisting other institu-
tions. You now, however, propose to found an institution
of your own—an institution which will be devoted to prob-
ably the most useful purpose of all those for which the
Fund is intended—that of affording suitable accommodation
for the female students who will pursue their course at the
hospitals and other places of medical education in this
city.

Lady Lansdowne, I am sure, would also wish me to ex-
press the great pleasure which.she experiences in observ-
ing amongst those who have comec here to meet her so
many chiefs and gentlemen connected with this Province.
She feels that this movement has no chance of success un-
less it is warmly supported by the people of this country;
that it is not sufficient that there should be few occasional
donations of large amounts~—such as the liberal and muni-
ticent donations of His Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir,
to which reference has just been made, and for which the
Fund is greatly indebted to him,—but that the Dufferin
Fund should, if it is to succeed permanently, receive the
general support of the community throughout India, It
is, thercfore, most agreeable to her to find that, in the Pun-
jab, that support is so liberally forthcoming.
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She is now ready, in compliance with youtr request, to
lay the foundation stone of the new Boarding-House.
[Her Excellency then performed the ceremony of laying the stone.]

CONVOCATION OF THE PUNJAB UNIVERSITY.

6th Nov. 1889, [The ninth Convocation of the Punjab University was held at noon
on Tuesday, the 26th November, in the Hall of the Government College,
Lahore, the Chancellor (Sir James Lyall, Lieutenant-Governor of
the Punjab) presiding. The Marquis of Lansdowne, as Patron of
the University, was present and took his seat with the Chancellor.
The hall was crowded by Fellows, Graduates, Undergraduates, and
spectators. After the reading of the Annual Report by the Regis-
trar, a Resolution was passed by the Senate declaring the Viceroy to
be a fit and proper person to receive the Degree of Doctor of Litera-
ture homoris causi. The Chancellor, assisted by the Vice-Chan-
cellor and the Registrar, then ‘conferred the Degree on His Excel-
lency. Degrees were next conferred on the successful candidates,
after which the Viceroy rose and addressed the Convocation as
follows :—]

Your Honour, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, Your Highnesses,
Senators, Graduates and Undergraduates of the Punjab
University,~I have, in the first place, to express my deep
obligation to the Senate of this University for the distinc.
tion which it has conferred upon me by admitting me to
the honorary Degree of Doctor of Literature Aonoris causd,
I can assure the Senate that I deeply appreciate this
evidence of their good-will, and that being already con-
nected with the University ex oficio as its patron, I am glad
to find that it has now spontaneously accorded me a place
amongst its members. DBut, Mr. Chancellor, I am con-
strained to confess to you that the plcasure with which
I learnt that this honorary Degree was to be conferred
upon me was, for the moment, somewhat diminished by
the announcement which attracted my attention not long
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afterwards, and which is, I observe, repeated in the agenda
paper of to-day—the announcement, namely, that I was
expected to address the Convocation after receiving the
Degree. During the last few weeks my occupation has
been of a kind which rendered it difficult for me to turn
my thoughts to matters which might be supposed to
have an interest for such an audience as this. In the
course of my tour along the frontier my attention has
been almost exclusively directed to a science which is,
I fancy, not included in any part of your University course,
and which, if it were recognised here, would, I suppose,
be described as the science of frontier prophylactics. I
have been sitting at the feet of the Commander-in-Chief
with the Quartermaster-General for my private tutor.
(Cheers.) 1 feel sure that if I were to enlarge upon such
subjects in this huilding you would call me to order, and [
will pursue it no further unless it be for the purpose of
saying that while [ have been greatly impressed by the
steps which have been recently taken by the Government
of India in order to make gonod any flaws in our armour,
} am still more impressed by the tremendous strength of
those defences with which Nature has provided the Indian
Empire at no cost to the tax-payers of the country—dcfences
which, with an efficient army and a loyal population behind’
them, ought to render this country invulnerable from ex-.
ternal attack. (Cheers.) Perhaps, however, the defence
of the Punjab fronticr and the affairs of the Punjab Uni-
versity are after all not so widely disconnected as one
would at first suppose, for it is surely no exaggeration to
state that unless our frontier is secure, unless we are strong
to resist aggression from without, the Arts and Sciences
are not likely to flourish within. (Cheers) Itis in any
case not amiss that I should be reminded by my partici-
pation in a ceremony of this kind that the duties of the
Government of India, although we may perhaps say that
they begin with the protection of the Empire from external
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attack, certainly do not end when that protection has been
assured, and that we are directly concerned with the steps
which are being taken throughout [ndia for the intellectual
development of the country and the spread of knowledge
amongst its inhabitants. (Cheers.)

The experiment which is being carried out here is one
of special interest and importance, and is being conducted
in some respects under conditions different from those
attending any other educational experiment now in pro-
gress in India. It is not for me to recall your attention
to the discussions amidst which this University was called
into existence, or to the doubts which were expressed with
regard to the policy of those by whom it was promoted.
I do not think we can veature to say that there was no
room for such doubts, or that those by whom the scheme
was criticised were not entitled to ask whether the time
had come for calling into existence a separate University
in this Province, and, if so, whether the objects which the
founders set before them were objects in themselves worthy
of the special kind of encouragement which they received.
All these things have now a historical rather than a prac-
tical interest, and, although;it would perhaps be premature
to say that the University has altogether emerged from the
experimental stage, or that the whole of the doubts to
which 1 have referred have been removed, I believe that
I am justified in saying that the University has been suc-
cessful in solving most of the difficulties which attended
the inception of its career, that its position is becoming
clearly and satisfactorily defined, and that it has at this
moment every prospect of vindicating the wisdom of those
who took a sanguine view in regard to its future. (Cheers.)

It has at any rate always seemed to me that the aspira-
tion of the Punjab to have a University of its own was a
natural and reasonable one. I am a believer in the main-
tenance of distinctive types in our educational institutions,
particularly in those connected with higher education.
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The danger with which one is sure to be confronted in a
paternally governed country with a centralised Govern-
ment, is that there will be a tendency to shape all our
public institutions too much in the same mould, that they
will not be sufficiently distinctive in type or characteristic
of the idiosyncrasies of the different divisions of the com-
munity. Such a state of things is no doubt to some extent
inevitable in India, but the evil should be minimised when-
ever an opportunity presents itself. In this Province we
have to deal with a population of twenty millions, excluding
the Native States, and with an area of about the exent of
the whole of Italy, That population includes national
types which are strongly marked, and which have a pro-
nounced individuality of their own. The races represent-
ed in the Province possess special characteristics, many
of them of a very admirable and remarkable kind. I can
well understand that the founders of this University should
have desired under such circumstances to secure for the
Punjab educational institutions of its own, and to save
them from inclusion within the mechanical trammels of
a system wanting in local colour and indiscriminately ap-
plicable to the whole of Northern India, 1 can understand
that for this reason you should not have been content
with a college under the direction and influence of an ex-
ternal body, and [ do not think that any one will find fault
with you if you regard your University with the same kind
of feelings as those with which Scotchmen regard those
Scotch Universities which in our own country have so
honourably maintained their special characteristics and
position in the educational system of Great Britain.

I am sure, however, that you will agree with me when
[ say that if you have been encouraged to insist upon this
view, you will do so under a heavy obligation that the
special type of education which you desire to maintain
here must not be one inferior to those to be found in other
Indian Universities, and that, just as a Scotch University
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Degree has a perfectly well understood and current value
of its own, although that value cannot be expressed in.
terms of an Oxford or Cambridge Degree, so it *will be your
desire scrupulously to maintain the value and repute of the
Degrees which you confer here, and to avoid any action
which may have the effect of deprec1at1ng them with re-
ference to the Degrees conferred in other Universities.
(Cheers.)

I am also able to understand without difficulty that the
founders of the Punjab University should have desired to
give a special prominence to Oriental studies. As an-
Englishman nothing would shock me more than the thought
that while we are forcing Western knowledge upon you,
we are thereby effacing or pouring contempt upon those
forms of culture which are indigenous to the soil of this
country. I think, therefore, that it was a wise and gener-
ous impulse which led the founders to determine that an
attempt should be made to rescue and to preserve here
whatever is best worth preservation in your Eastern culture..
(Cheers.) It has been stated upon high authority that the
educational institutions of India are open to the reproach
that they have achieved little or nothing in this direction,
and I shall be very glad if the Punjab University finds it
possible to remove this reproach. (Cheers.) Here again,
however, we must make it a condition that the efficiency of
your teaching, and the value of the intellectual discipline
to which your students are subjected, is not to be dimi-
nished by any preference which may be shown for Ori-
ental studies ; and [ am glad to learn that, in spite of that
preference even in the studies which are pursued within
the Oriental colleges, your students are not discouraged
from giving a prominent place to the study of the
English language, a knowledge of which will be valu-
able to you, not merely as supplying you with the power
of conversing in a foreign tongue, but because it opens to
you the mines of knowledge that Western science and
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research have stored up for those who hold the key by
which their.treasures can be unlocked. Nor, again, even
in your Eastern studies can you afford to dispense with
oyr Western methods of investigation, which are admit-
tedly superior in their accuracy and scientific value, 1
have no doubt that your students, whether they study the
laws of their own country, its history or its science, will
bear in mind how much their efforts will be assisted if they
are content to bring to bear upon the materials before
them the logic and the criticism of the West. There is
then, I think, every reason for hoping that the existence of
this University may influence not only the whole educa-
tion of the Province, but that it may prove a centre from
which a useful influence will be brought to bear upon the
public and social life-of the whole community. Mr, Chan-
cellor, I trust that we may look forward to a brilliant
and honourable career for this University, and I am quite
sure that nothing will more contribute to that end than
the support you have received, and which I hope you will
continue to receive, from the leaders of public opinion in
this country, from the Native Chiefs and gentlemen whose
position gives them an opportunity of influencing for bet-
ter or for worse the fortunes of such an institution as this.
(Cheers.) 1 cannot refer to this subject without expressihg
the great pleasure which it gave me to visit this morning,
in company with the Chancellor of the University that
admirable institution the Aitchison College, and to see
there a number of youths connected with some of the best
families of this Province pursuing their studies amidst sur-
roundings which must be in every way agreeable as well
as advantageous to them. I trust that it may result from
the efforts which have been made in this direction and
from the manner in which the University has been sup-
ported by Native gentlemen of high position, that the time
will come when those who are by birth the natural leaders
of the community will show not only by the financial
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support wlich they give to educational institutions, but also
by the personal interest which they evince in all matters
connected with art, science, and literature, their conviction
that illiteracy and ignorance, particularly in those who
occupy high places, are a national reproach. (Cheers.)
Now, Sir, it is generally usual for those who are argu-
ing on behalf of education to dwell upon the almost bound-
less. advantages to be derived from its spread. It has
sometimes occurred to me that in this country people go
a little too far in this direction and expect almost too much
from a University education. It might be worth their while
to remember that there are some things which it is beyond
the power of Colleges and Universities, however well organ-
ised, to achieve for those who are members of them, or
which at any rate they should not be expected to do for us
as a matter of course. [ have, for instance, noticed a
tendency on the part of our Indian students to expect in
the first place that a University Degree should not be made
too difficult of attainment, and it is assumed that if a con-
siderable number of those who compete for such a Degree
are unsuccessful, the fault is not so much with the com-
petitors as with the examiners. ' The suggestion naturally
follows that a remedy should at once be applied, not by
raising the proficiency of the candidates, but by diminish-
ing the stringency of the examinations. Then, again, [
have gbserved a tendency, no doubt not an unnatural one,
on the part of those who have taken the pains of going
through the University course, to cogsider themselves
personally aggrieved because they find that the public
service or the professions do not supply a sufficient num-
ber of openings for educated young men. Again, [ have
read many lamentations, the sincerity and earnestness of
which it is impossible to doubt, over the fact that our
Universities and Colleges are able to provide the student
with little except book learning, with the result that he
is turned out in the world with a fair intellectual equip-
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ment, but with a moral character perhaps weakened instead
of strengthened by the studies which he has gone through.
I trust that when I tell you that I think that you in India
sometimes expect too much in these respects from our
Universities, I shall not be understood as having no sym-
pathy with those by whom these cries of despair are from
time to time uttered. As an old University student myself
I can certainly sympathise with the griefs of those for whom
the examination papers have proved a little too stiff. 1
do not, I must say, remember that we ever proposed any-
thing approaching to a general lowering of the stand-
ard insisted upon by the examiners. (Cheers) My im-
pression is that in my time our discontent generally
took the shape of a belief that a singularly perverse fate
invariably prompted the examiners to set questions in
those particular branches of the subject which we had
omitted to study with requisite care. (Cheers and laugh-
ter) At any rate I earnestly trust that, in the case
of this University, the public will not press its authori-
ties, and that, if they do, the University authorities will
not consent, to-debase the intellectual currency in circu-
lation here. (Cheers.) 1t seems to me to be of the utmost
importance that, if the Punjab University is to justify a
separate cxistence, its degrees should be above suspicion ;
and I would certainly say that if we had to choose between
two evils, the maintenance of somewhat too high a stand-
ard would be the lesser evil of the two. Again, I can
well conceive the vexation and disappointment of the
student who has successfully obtained his Degree, and who
finds that his laudable ambition to serve the public is
doomed to remain unfulfilled. | am afraid, however, that
this disappointment is not likely to diminish as time
goes on. The number of young men receiving a high
education in this country is increasing annually, and, 1
have no doubt whatever, will continue to increase. The
number of appointments open to Indian students, if it
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is to be increased at all, canbeincreased but to a slight
extent. Even if we were to assume that the British
element were to be altogether eliminated from the pablic
service, the total number of appointments which it contains
bears an infinitesimally small proportion to the number of
the young men who, ten years hence, will probably be
receiving higher education of one kind or another. We
are, I am afraid, asking a great deal of our students when
we express a hope that they will learn to value knowledge
for its own sake, and not merely as a means of obtaining
preferment in the public service or in the professions, I
trust, however, that the time will come when the pursuit
of knowledge will be so regarded, and that both parents
and children will discover that there is no profession or
vocation, however humble, the duties of which cannot be
better performed by a man whose mind has gone through
a certain amount of ntellectual discipline. (Cheers.)
My warmest sympathy is, however, with those who ask-—
to use the eloquent expression employed by a writer upon
this subject in the public press—what sort of education
is that which only would force the brain and consider the
heart and sou! as of noaccount ? Inregard to this particular
count of the indictment, | would venture to point out to
you that if you allow yourselves to assume that training
of the heart and soul, as distinguished from the intellect,
is a work for which your public educational institutions are
to be held solely responsible, you are foredoomed to dis.
appointment, Whether morality is taught with or without
religious sanctions, whether it is or is not associated with
the dogmatic teaching of religion, I do not believe that
here, or elsewhere, the highest and best moral qualities
can be imparted as a portion of your college course in the
same manner as that in which law, or history, or science
can be taught to those who study them. They are certainly
not so imparted in our great English Colleges and Univer-
sities, and | believe that any member of an English Univera
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sity will bear me out when I say thatthe teaching of the
science of ethics, or of the dogma of religion and theology,
has borne a comparatively insignificant part in the forma-
tion of the character of our English youths. It is by agen-
cies other than these that the moral fibre of our young
men is strengthened in Great Britain: it is to agencies
other than these that we must look for the moral training of
our students in British India. For that training we must de-
pend to some extent upon the personal example of the
teachers, to some extent upon the tone prevailing amongst
the young men themselves, and upon the personal dispo-
sition of those who are most prominent among them : we
must depend upon those influences which surround our
students in their own homes, in which I will venture to say
more moral teaching goes on insensibly than in all the
class-rooms put together. Aud, above all, we must de-
pend upon the state of public opinion in regard to all
questions affecting moral rectitude or obliquity., The
school, the college, the university, iz generally a little
world of its own in which the prejudices and imperfections
of the outside world are reflected, often in a somewhat
exaggerated shape, and I do not think it is too much
to say that if society is lukewarm and indifferent in regard
to questions of moral conduct, we must expect similar
shortcomings amongst the youths who are now undergoing
their education at institutions such as these. (Cheers.)

I have dwelt upon this because I think it will be a serious
misfortune if the failure of our Indian students in these
respects is laid, as it seems to be, entirely at the door
of the colleges and universities. 'These can, no doubt,
do something, and the Government of India has admitted
this by a recent Resolution which is no doubt familiar to
those whom I am addrcssmg but I cannot insist too strong-
ly upon the fact that no efforts made by those who are
entrusted with the teaching of your young men will be
successful unless those efforts are seconded by the general
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tone of Native society, and by the cultivation of a healthy
public opinion, the sanctions of which will obtain, because
they deserve it, the general respect of the community.
Truthfulness and integrity, a sense of honour, respect for
authority, whether in the family or in the State,~~these are
all qualities which your Professors will inculcate in vain
unless they are insisted upon by the general sense of the
educated community at large. It is for the leaders of
public opinion in this country, for the chiefs and rulers, for
the learned men amongst you, for the public press, which
undertakes to guide and influence your opinions, and for
the heads of families, to show that the people of this coun-
try are not indifferent to these matters, and that they are
ready to supplement by respect and example the efforts
which the State is making to educate your sons. (Cheers.)
Your Honour and Mr. Vice-Chancellor,—~] have now
only to express again my acknowledgment of the dis-
tinction which the Senate has been pleased to confer upon
me this day. I shall always preserve an agreeable re-
collection of my introduction to this University, of my
meeting with those gentlemen who are responsible for the
guidance of its affairs, and of my introduction to the stu-
dents. I beg to congratulate those who have been success.
ful to-day in winning academical distinctions, and I can
assure you that if it should prove to be in my power to be
of any assistance to the Punjab University, it will be a
source of pleasure to me to co-operate with you to the
utmost of my ability, (Loud and continued applause)
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[The annual Convocation of the Calcutta University for the pure
pose of conferring Degrees was held on Saturday afternocon, the
18th January 1890, in the Senate Hall of the University, There was
a large audience, amongst which were many European and Bengali
ladies. The Viceroy, as Chancellor of the University, took his
seat on the dais at 3 p.M., the new Vice-Chancellor (Mr. Justice
Goonf Dass Banerjee), the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the Chief
Justice of Bengal, and the Director of Public Instruction occupying
seats on His Excellency’s right and left. At the conclusion of the
ceremony of conferring Degrees, the Viceroy, who on rising was
received with loud cheers, addressed the Convocation as follows 1]

Your Honour, Mr. Vice-:Chancellor, Ladies and Gentle-
men,—It is not my intention to stand for more than a few
moments between the Honourable the Vice-Chancellor and
the Convocation, but,with your permission, I have a few
words to say before I call upon him to address you. Itis
always agreeable to me to meet the members of the
University, and I should, in any case, have come here to-
day in order to show my respect for it and the interest
which I take in its affairs. (Cheers.) There was, however,
a special reason for which [ was particularly anxious to
attend this Convocation: I desired to offer my congratu-
lations (Cheers) to the newly-appointed Vice-Chancellor of
the University on his accession to that honourable office.
(Continued cheers,) He enters upon it with the good-will
of his fellow-citizens, of the University, and of the Govern-
ment of India. (Cheers.) 1 do not believe that any more
suitable selection could have been made. As a member
of the University conspicuous among his contemporaries
during his career as a student, as..a man of cultivated
tastes and scholarly attainments, as a distinguished orna-
ment of the Judicial Bench, and as a gentleman occupy-
ing an honourable position in the community which is most
largely represented amongst the members of the Calcutta
University, e is admirably qualified to take a leading part

L
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in its affairs. (Cheers.) It has been very gratifying to me,
as indeed it must have been to him, to observe the manner
in which his appointment has been received. (Cheers.) |
have been long enough in this country to become aware
that in such cases it is not always easy to please every-
one, but, as far as [ have been able to discover, no discord-
ant note has marred the general expression of approval
with which Mr. Justice Banerjee’s nomination to the Vice-
Chancellorship has been hailed, (Cheers.) I desire, there-
fore, in the name of the University, of the Government of
India,—and I believe I may, in this case, claim to be the
exponent of public opinion at large,—~to congratulate the
Vice-Chancellor and to wish him a very successful tenure
of office. (Cheers.)

There is one other matter, a matter of business, which [
should like to mention to the Convocation before I resume
my scat. It is the duty of the Viceroy as Chancellor of the
University to make the annual appointments to the list of
Fellows of the University, and this is the second occasion
upon which [ have had the honour of making such a selec-
tion, I have been led to pay some attention to the present
composition of the list. I find that, according to the
University Calendar, it contains no less than two hundred
and twenty names, The Statute prescribes thirty as the
minimum number. No maximum number is, however,
laid down, nor is there any restriction save that the
persons nominated are to be fit and proper persons.
Now, a Fellowship of the Calcutta University is not only
a high honour but also an important trust. The Senate
is the governing body of the University, and no pre-
caution should be neglected in order to secure that that
body is constituted in the best possible manner. Can we
say thatitisso constituted now? I am not quite sure that
it is. The list contains the names of many gentlemen
against whose character and position not a word can be
said, but who, either from the fact that they reside at a dis-
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tance from Calcutta, or from other causcs, are not in the least
likely to take a useful part in the aflairs of the University.

Iu past times it seems to have been usual to bestow a consi-
derable number of Fellowships, not.upon the ground that
the persons receiving them were likely to take an active
part in the administration of the affairs of the University,
or because they had specially connected themselves with
educational questions. Itis not difficult to understand how
this came to pass. Inthe early days of this University the
North-Westera Provinces and the Punjab were as yet with-
out Universities of their own, and a Fellowship of the Cal.
cutta University was the only means of recognising the
claims of gentlemen from: those provinces who had the
right to be given a voice in educational matters. Again,
a Fellowship appears to have been not unfrequently bes-
towed rather as a mark of distinction and as a compliment—
in fact, much in the same way as honorary Degrees are bes.
towed in our universities at home.

It appears to me that there is a good deal to be said for
the view that, if it is desired to confer an honorary acade-
mical distinction, the bestowal of a Degree is a more appro-
priate meauns of doing so than the bestowal of a University
Fellowship. Upon the whole, I have no doubt that the list
is needlessly large, and I am told that, as a rule, the ordi-
nary meetings of the Senate are not attended by more than
twenty or thirty members, a number which, when questions
of special interest are likely to be discussed, rises toa rather
higher figure. _

Under these circumstances, there is, I think, a great deal
to be said in favour of the view that it would be desirable
to effect a gradual diminution in the number of your Fel-
lowships, and [ propose to make a moderate beginning by
filling up cvery year only a portion of the vacancies which
arise. Upon the present occasion you will have observed
that only scven out of eleven vacancies have been filled
up.

L2
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There is another point in connection with the nomina-
tion of Fellows which I should like to mention. It is usual
for the Viceroy, before he makes his selection, to have re-
course to tke advice of the Vice-Chancellor, of His Ho-
nour the Lieutenant-Governor, and of other persons whose
opinion is worth taking upon such a subject. It occurs to
me that, in-reference to a part of the vacancies which
have to be filled up every year, he might go a step further
and ask the University itself to select a certain number of
names for submission to him, (Cheers.) There are several
ways in which this might be done. The most practical
manner of carrying out such a proposal would, I am in-
clined to think, be to allow the M.A.s to submit the names
of one or two gentlemen selected by themselves from
among themselves, upon the understanding that these
names, unless they were open to serious objection, which
would not be very likely, would, as a matter of course, be
accepted, (Cheers.) The final nomination must, under
the terms of the Statute, rest with the Chancellor, but,
speaking for myself, I believe that it would be to him
agreeable to receive the assistance of the University in the
manner and to the extent which [ have described. The
remainder of the vacancies would of course continue to be
filled up by nomination. This is, however, a question
which will require careful consideration, and that considera-
tion I propose to give it before another Convocation comes
round. I merely mention it now because, in a case of this
kind, I wish to take the University into my confidence at
an early stage and before any final decision has been
arrived at. (Cheers.)

I have now only to wish the members of the University
a very happy and prosperous New Year, and I call upon
Mr. Justice Banerjee to address the Convocation, (Loud
and continued cheers.)
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[On Monday afternoon, the 2oth January, the Viceroy, accompanied
by the Marchioness of Lansdowne, opened the Fine Arts Exhibition
(Calcutta) at the Indian Museum. Sir Steuart Bayley (Lieutenant-
Governor of Bengal) having addressed the assembly, His Excellency
spoke as follows :—]

Ladies and Gentlemen,—! gladly respond to the call
which His Honour has made upon me, although I have upon
more than one occasion found it necessary to disclaim any
pretensions to be considered an authority upon artistic
questions. There is an _ancient proverb which says that
men should learn religion from the irreligious, and it is
only upon a similar assumption with regard to Art that |
have a right to give vent to any ideas which I may have
with regard to it. [ may, however, at any rate express the
satisfaction which it gives us all to find that the friends of
Art in Calcutta have determined to hold a Fine Arts Exhi-
bition in the city, and I can assure you that it is very
agreeable to me to be able to take a part in opening that
Exhibition. (dpplause.)

We shall, I think, all of us be prepared to contend that
no community with any claim to a place amongst the edu-
cated and intelligent communities of the world can afford
to sit still and to do nothing for the promotion of the Fine
Arts. If that is true as a general proposition, it is certain.
ly true of Calcutta in particular. Calcutta is the seat of
government of the Indian Empire; it is the centre of poli-
tical and commercial activity, at all events for this side of
India ; and we may, I think, fairly urge that it should strive
to be a centre of artistic activity also. (Applause.)

Thanks to the kindness of the Committee, I have had an
opportunity of examining the collection which is hung in
the adjoining gallery. You will, I am sure, not expect me
to tell you that it is one by the side of which the Royal
Academy or the Paris Salon sinks into insignificance. We

3oth Jan. 18g¢
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have to judge it as a first attempt made in the face of the
difficulties by which first attempts are always surrounded,
and, judging it by that standard, we have, I think, no
reason to be ashamed of the collection of the works of
art which the Committce have succeeded in bringing to-
gether.

I also noticed amongst the paintings more than one
portrait which appeared, in my humble judgment, to pos-
sess considerable merit, I would venture to express the
hope that, if the painter’s art is to flourish in this city, the
art of portrait painting will come to the front. There is
no place in India in which, year after year, a greater num-
ber of notable personsis gathered together. High officials,
gallant soldiers, great leaders of commercial enterprise,
Indian Princes, and gentlemen of high station, are all in
the habit of resorting annually to Calcutta. Only, think
what a collection of the portraits of Indian worthies
might have been formed if, in years past, it had been the
custom for every distinguished man who came here to
have his picture painted! [ am glad to see that a
special prize is offered by my friend Sir Jotendro Mohun
Tagore, of whom, by the way, an excellent likeness from
Mr. Archer’s casel is exhibited, for portraits painted by
his fellow-countrymen (applause); and I cannot avoid re-
ferring to the pleasure which it gave me to see some ex-
tremely promising work in portrait painting exhibited by
students of the Calcutta School of Art——notably a most
conscientiously executed three-quarter length of a gentle.
man, whose name is not given, by Mr. A. P, Bagchi, the
Teacher of the School of Art, and an extremely clever and
really powerfully painted picture by Mr. Lalit Mohan
Bose, a young artist cducated at the same school,—a picture
which has, | understand, won the Maharaja's prize. (4p-
plause.)

I am disposed to take a very sanguine view of the future
of portrait painting in this country. The art itself, far from
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being strange to India, is indigenous in the country. No
one who has had an opportunity of examining the old In-
dian drawings and paintings to be found in your muse-
ums and collections can have failed to be struck by the
extraordinarily conscientious character of the human like-
nesses. It is quite true that the execution is often to our
taste hard and unsympathetic, and that the drawing does
not accord with modern ideas of art. The same remark,
however, might be made of some of the work of the earlier
Dutch and Italian artists. This, at any rate, may be said
without fear of contradiction—that your Indian students
_have displayed a rare power of reproducing upon canvas,
with correctness and fidelity, any object which they have
striven to depict. This characteristic is displayed to a
marked degree in the studies from still life exhibited at the
lower end of the room, and also in' the pen-and-ink archi-
tectural and technical drawings exhibited alongside of
them. These are qualities which only want careful train-
ing and the inspiration of true artistic feeling and artistic
taste in order to become fully developed into real artistic
excellence, and I sincerely trust that the School of Art
which has been ably presided over by Mr. Jobbins (ep-
plause), will, in no, respect, relax its efforts in this direc-
tion, .
While I earnestly hope that, as time goes on, the career
of an artist will prove attractive to many of our young men,
and will take its place amongst the liberal professions in
this country, I trust that the cause of Art will continue to
be advanced, as it has been in India for many years past,
by the efforts of our amateur artists, 1 was glad to recog-
nise, amongst the pictures exhibited, works from the studios
of such well-known contributers as Mrs. Jardine, Colonel
Strahan, Colonel Pullen, and Mrs. Kitchener, as well as
many meritorious pictures from the studios of Calcutta
amateurs, amongst whom the fair sex appears to hold a
very prominent place. (4pplause.)
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I trust that ladies and gentlemen who have already estab.
lished their own reputation as artists will, by precept and
example, endeavour to recruit the ranks of our amateur
artists. [ do not know any accomplishment which adds
more to the happiness of those who are fortunate enough
to possess it, and to that of their friends. It is an accom-
plishment which stimulates the power of observance; it
affords the most interesting of recreations to those who are
hard-worked, and the most agreeable of pastimes to those
who are happy enough to have leisure hours at their dis-
posal. The superiority of a person who can paint or draw
over one who can do neither asserts itself at every turn. [
will mention one case in point which came within my notice
not long ago. I had the misfortune, during my recent tour
on the north-west frontier, to mecet with a railway acci-
dent. It was an accident of the mildest and most harmless
description, but it involved a temporary arrestation of our
journey. Some of us hemoaned the hard fate which obliged
us to spend several hours in a remote locality with which
we had no special desire to form a closer acquaintance;
some abused the engine, others found fault with the line;
some thought of the anxiety which their non-arrival would
occasion to their wives; others, more materially minded,
asked whether there was any chance of getting dinner be-
fore midnight. But a not inconsiderable number of our
party belonged to the noble' army of artists, and it was
most striking to observe how what was a misfortune to the
rest of us was regarded as a positive piece of good luck
by them ; for before our train had been five minutes off the
metals, quite a little host had scized upon dominating posi-
tions and had begun with the utmost good humour to trans-
fer the scene of our mishap to their sketching-blocks. This
is only one illustration of many which could be given of the
advantages of being able to use pencil or brush, and many
more will, I have no doubt, occur to you; but we have
come here to see the pictures, and 1 will not detain you
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longer except for the purpose of reiterating what has been
so well said by His Honour—the expression of the obliga-
tion which we are under to the members of the Committee
for their exertions on behalf of this Exhibition, Few of us,
I expect, have any idea of the amount of labour which
such a task involves, To the members of the Committee
it has, | am sure, been a labour of love, but that ought not
in any degree to diminish our gratitude. And, ladies and
gentlemen, if our thanks are due to the Committee, they
are certainly due, in a special degree, to one member of
it—the gentleman who has undertaken the duty of Hon-
orary Secretary, and whose perseverance, courtesy, and
deep conviction of the strength of his cause have contri-
buted in no small degree to the success of the Exhibition.
(Applause.)

[ have now formally to declare the Exhibition open, and,
in doing so, I venture to express the hope that it will be
the first of a long series, that the Society will be well sup-
ported by the public, and that each Exhibition may be
better than its predecessor. (Applause.)
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MEETING OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION.

{The fifth annual general meeting of the National Association for
supplying Female Medical Aid to the women of India was held at the
Town Hall, Calcutta, on Friday, the 7th February, at 5 p.M. The
Viceroy, who was accompanied by Her Excellency the Marchioness
of Lansdowne, presided, and there was a large and representative
attendance of all classes of the community.

The Hon. Mr. P. P. Hutchins, C.S.1.,, presented the Fifth
Annual Report of the Association, and the Hon. Mr. Justice Amir
Ali, C.LLE,, and the Hon. Mr, Rash B hary Ghose, seconded the
adoption of the Report.

The Hon, Mr. Nulkar and Mr. A. M. Bose then addressed the
Meeting, after which His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor moved a
vote of thanks to the Viceroy for presiding, the motion being second-
ed by His Highness the Maharaja of Durbangah, K.C.LE. His
Excellency, who on rising was received with cheers, spoke in reply
as follows 1=}

Your Honour, Ladies and Gentlemen,—~1 thank you
heartily for the vote which you have been good enough to
pass, and I can assure you that the compliment was the
more appreciated by me from the fact that the motion was
seconded by so generous a friend of the Association as the
Maharajah of Durbangah, whose princely liberality has
been more than once referred to this evening in appropri-
ate terms. (Applause.) After what | ventured to say last
year upon the occasion of the annual meeting of the Asso-
ciation, it is scarcely necessary for me to assure you of the
deep interest which I take in its affairs or of my anxiety to
place at its disposal, whenever I can do so with advantage,
any services which I am able to render it. Upon the pre-
sent occasion those services have been of the slightest pos-
sible order. It has, however, been most agreeable to me to
take part in these proceedings and to listen to the state-
ments which have been made in regard to the affairs of
the Dufferin Fund by those gentlemen who have already
addressed you. The history of the Fund during the year
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1889 has a very special interest for l.ady Lansdowne and
myself. It is the first year during which she has occupied
the position of Lady President, and it is most gratifying
to us to find that she has been supported not less cordially
than her predecessor to whom the Association owes its
foundation. (Applause.) Besides this, we may, I think,
say that when an institution such as this has arrived at the
fifth year of its existence, it has emerged from the period cf
emotion and sentiment and excitement through which all
such institutions are bound to pass, into the more steady-
going and business-like surroundings amidst which its ex-
istence, if that existence is to be a prolonged one, must
be carried on. Of this Association we may, I hope, say
with confidence that ‘it has gone safely through the ail-
ments to which infancy is subject, and is entering upon
what promises to be a robust and vigorous youth,

The twelve months to which the Report has reference
are certainly months of substantial achievement and en-
couraging promise for the future. I notice with especial
satisfaction the account given at page 25 of the Report, of
the extension of our operations, so well described by the
Honourable Mr. Hutchins in the geographical excursion
throughout which hé¢ conducted us just now. That exten-
sion is graphically and conveniently illustrated in the little
map aitached to the Report upon which the various ficlds
of our activity are shown by red marks denoting import-
ant centres, hospitals, and localities in which Fund opera-
tions are in working order, or are being organised, "I be-
lieve that more than one Viceroy has been credited with a
desire to paint the whole map of India red, and I am not
sure that a similar accusation has not once or twice been
already levelled at my head. I am quite prepared to say
that, if by painting the whole map of India red is meant
painting it red in the sense indicated in the speeches of
the two gentlemen who have addressed you so eloquently
this evening, I am ready to commencec the process at
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once (applause), and | join with them in hoping that be-
fore very long this little eruption of red spots which now
somewhat sparsely ornaments the surface of the country
may eventually arrive at what is, I believe, known in medi-
cal phraseology as the confluent stage. (Applause and
laughter.)
I venture to refer to one other highly gratifying piece
of evidence mentioned in the Report at page 18—I mean
‘the notable increase in the number of purda-nasheen
women by whom our hospitals and dispensaries have been
attended during past years. No evidence could be more
conclusive of the growing disposition of the women of
India to avail themselves of the medical assistance which
the Association has placed within its reach, (Applause.)
The activity which has been shown by the supporters
of the movement throughout India is most gratifying. It
would be impossible to discuss in detail all that is being
done in different parts of the country; but as more than
one speaker has referred to the shortcomings of the Pro-
vince of Bengal, I will merely notice what they bave said
in order to express my earnest hope that the eloquent and
vigorous words which we have listented to this evening
upon this subject may not be without their effect. I can-
not help thinking that there is a great deal in what His
Honour said that truths of this kind require to be enforced
by a certain amount of repetition, and 1 have little doubt
that, before another year has passed, the Bengal Commit-
tee will have found it possible to complete in a thoroughly
satisfactory manner the building scheme which it adopted
at the time when my predecessor, almost I think as his last
public act in the City of Calcutta, addressed a Calcutta
audience in support of the proposal to found a new hospi-
tal here. (4pplause.) 1 cannot bring myself to believe
that the sum still wanted for this purpose, considering the
great liberality of the wealthicr classes in this Province,
will not soon be forthcoming.
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May I also be permitted to express my entire concur.
rence—and | am speaking for Lady Lansdowne as well as
for myself—in the importance which the Committee attaches
to the formation of fresh scholarships to be held by our
female students? The sum necessary for the foundation of
a single scholarship tenable for four years is not a large
one, and there is no more suitable shape in which assistance
to the Fund could be given by those who wish it well. 1
understand it is the case that, during last year, only one
such scholarship was founded—that, namely, which was en-
dowed by an English lady, a personal friend of Lady
Lansdowne's, who happened to be staying in Calcutta for
a time.
~ Before I resume my place [ must be allowed to express
Lady Lansdowne’s deep gratitude to the ladies and gen-
tlemen who have so loyally assisted her during the past
year. (Applause) Such assistance in this country is al-
most invariably given by persons whose time is already
fully occupied, and who, in order to promotc the objects of
an institution such as this; have to make large inroads upon
their already scanty allowance of leisure moments. Know-
ing that this is the case, Lady Lansdowne owes a double
debt of gratitude to her fellow-workers. (Applause.) She
wishes me more particularly amongst these to refer to the
Secretaries of the Provincial Branches, to the ladies who
have served on the different local Committees, and last,
but certainly not least, to the Civil Surgeons who have af-
forded assistance without which the Association certainly
could not have achieved the results for which credit is just-
ly taken in the Report. (Agplause.) As reference hasbeen
made to the ladies to whom the Association owes an
obligation, I desire to mention specially Lady Lansdowne’s
deep regret that the Association is about to lose in Lady
Reay one of its most energetic and intelligent supporters.
Testimony has been borne to the value of Lady Reay’s
services as L.ady President of the Bombay Branch at page
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8 of the Report in language which does no more than
justice to the services which she has rendered. (4pplause.)
We sincerely trust that the lady who is ahout to succeed
her may take a part not less useful in directing the affairs
of the Fund within the Bombay Presidency.

And now, ladies and gentlemen, I have said all that
I need to say, and it remains for me merely to express my
hope that a year hence we may find the affairs of the Asso-
ciation flourishing uninterruptedly, and that we may, all of
us, whatever be our race, creed, or origin, continue to work
in support of so good a cause as cordially as we have
worked up to the present time. (Loud and continued ap-
plause.)

INDIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE CULTIVATION OF
SCIENCE,

[On Thursday afternoon, the 27th March, the Viceroy laid the
Foundation Stone of the new Laboratory of the Indian Association for
the Cultivation of Science in the presence of a large number of Euro-
pean and Native gentlemen. The Meeting having been addressed by
Dr. Mohendro Lall Sircar and the Lieutenant-Governor (Sir Steuart
Bayley), His Excellency the Viceroy, who on rising was received with
cheers, spoke as follows :~]

Your Honour and Gentlemen,~More than one of my
predecessors, and more than one of the distinguished men
who have held the office now so honourably filled by Sir
Steuart Bayley, have, by their speech, and by their presence
upon occasions similar to this, borne witness to the estima-
tion in which they held this Institution. I am glad to fol-
low the good example which has been set me, and to show,
by readily consenting to your request that I should lay the
first stonc of your new Laboratory, that I am convinced of
the great value of the work which the Indian Association
for the Cultivation of Science has done in the past, and
is likely to do in the future. (Applause,)
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The object of the Institution is to promote the study of
Science by the young men of this country, and, in this view,
it has, I understand, endeavoured, on the one hand, to en-
courage the pursuit of scientific research and the study of
Science for itself, and, on the other, to familiarise our stu.
dents with the idea that there is a close connection between
Science and the Arts, and that the latter will not flourish in
a country in which the former is neglected. (Hear, kear.)
I will not take up the time of those who are listening to me
by endeavouring to show that the recognition of both pure
and applied Science is desirable. I think Ishall be express.
ing the general opinion of those who stand around me
when I say that, living as we are in an age remarkable for
the number and brilliancy of its scientific discoveries—an
age in which every civilised nation is contributing its quota
towards the general fund of scientific knowledge—~weshould
be reluctant to think that India, considering the intelligence
of many of the races by which it is inhabited, considering
too its early traditions of scientific culture, should fail to
bear its share in extending the dominion of man over the
natural world, (Applause.)

With regard to the Arts, we shall probably, all of us,
hold that in these days thcy depend more and more upon
the assistance which Science is able to give them, Every
year the competition between the different nations of the
earth becomes more fierce. A market is won to-day and
lost to-morrow by some slight saving in the cost of produc-
tion, or by turning to account some product which, until
now, has been flung upon the waste heap, Only those in-
dustries can survive which make the most of the material
resources at their command, and which leave nothing to
chance. Some of us may regret that this should be so, and
may believe that the Arts stood a better chance of arriving
at true artistic excellence in ages when the pressure was
less severe, and when work was done in a more leisurely
and thoughtful fashion. But, looking at the question from
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a material point of view, it is no use to dispute thefacts of
the case, or to deny that it is in the laboratories of the
world that its greatest artistic and industrial triumphs have
been won, (Applause.)

It is therefore no exaggeration to say that the commu-
nity, as a whole, will have an interest in the researches
which will be prosecuted here. (Hear, hear)) We shall
however, I think, be justified in saying that, even if we
leave out of sight for a moment the results which are
likely to accrue from the application of Science to the
Arts, an institution of this kind confers an immense benefit
upon the youth of the country by offering to them facilities
for continuing their studies after they have completed
their course at the College or University. It is, I am
afraid, a matter of notoriety that too many of the students,
after the modest amount of work necessary for the purpose
of obtaining an academical degree, scarcely open a book
and fondly imagine that they have acquired an intellectual
equipment sufficient to last them through their lives. I
believe that for such young men not only does the study of
Science afford a most profitable extension of the curri.
culum through which they have already passed, but that it
supplies a valuable complement, I might almost say a use-
ful corrective, to purely literary study. One of the great
advantages of an education into which a certain amount of
Science has entered is that such an education produces in
those who receive it a tendency to think accurately, and a
desire to get at the bottom of things, instead of remaining
content with a superficial examination of them. (Applause.)
A person who has received a scientific training, who has
learned what is meant by scientific truth, will, even in the
current affairs of every-day life, know how to distinguish
between careful argument and noisy assertion, between
hasty geuerallsatlons and deliberate conclusions based up-
on solid premises. We, therefore, who are responsible for
the government of this country, have in this respect every-
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thing to gain by the encouragement of studies likely to
have the effect of generating what may be termed a scien-
tific habit of mind amongst those who, owing to their
superior education, claim for themselves the right of guid-
-ing public opinion. (Applause.)

I said just now that the efforts of this Institution had
been regarded with favour by more than one high official
of the Governffient of India, It is, however, not upon as-
sistance received from Government, or upon the counten-
ance of high officials, that the success of the Institution has
depended. Its history has been one continuous record of
private generosity, and of the untiring efforts of a few men
who had faith in their cause and courage to support it.
(Aptlause) Eight years have passed since the founda-
tion stone of the existing buildings was laid by the then
Viceroy, You are now about to add to them a building
which will provide the Institution with that which is
undoubtedly a sime gud mon for any place of scientific
education—I mean a Laboratory. (dpplause.) No teach-
ing founded upon notes taken in a lecture-room will ever
produce the same results as work in the Laboratory ; but
while the want of laboratory accommodation is universally
admitted, the expense of providing it is often fatal. I had
the honour of serving for several years upon a Royal Com-
mission, to which was referred the task of considering
what steps should be taken to improve scientific education
in Great Britain, and I remember that, at every turn, we
were encountered by this difficulty—] mean that which
arose from the excessive cost of laboratory buildings and
of the appliances necessary to equip them. 1am not sur-
prised that the same difficulty should have been experi-
enced in India, but 1 confess that | read with surprise
the statement contained at page 6 of the Report for 1889,
which is to the effect that, throughout the whole length and
breadth of the country, there is not a single Laboratory
where research in any branch of Science is being, or may

M
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be, carried on. I rejoice to know that this reproach is
about to be removed, and as Patron of the Association, I
tender our cordial thanks to His Highness the Maharajah
of Vizianagram for the magnificent liberality with which he
has come forward in order to supply a sum not merely, as
he had at first intended, sufficient to justify you in under-
taking the commencement of this most useful and im-
portant work, but sufficient to bear the whole estimated cost
of the building. (Loud and continued applause) These
acts of true princely munificence reflect credit not only
upon the distinguished men who perform them, but upon
the order to which they belong, and to which their conduct
affords so bright an example. (Applaunse.) 1 trust that
those who, but for this decision on the part of His Highness,
would have contributed towards the Building Fund, will
come forward readily to assist the Association in providing
the Laboratory, which will be appropriately called after His
Highness, with a suvitable equipment, and in establishing
a fund wherewith to supply our other great need—I mean
permanent professorships paid and maintained out of the
revenues of the Association. (Applause.) It was my in-
tention to offer you a small contribution for the Building
Fund, and [ shall be very glad to transfer it for the purpose
indicated, (Agplause.)

Before | undertake the agreeable duty which you have
asked me to perform, I must join with Sir Steuart Bayley
in expressing our sense of what we owe to the specialists
who have contributed to the practical development of scien~
tific studies their talents and their time. (A4pplause) To
the Reverend Father Lafont in particular (applause) we
are indebted for having, by his lectures and demonstrations,
afforded to the students opportunities which, were it not
for such aid, the resources of the Association are as yet
inadequate to supply. (Continued applause) While the
Institution has friends who are able and willing to give it
such support, while it commands the services of gentlemen
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as devoted to the cause of scientific culture as its distin.
guished founder, Dr. Mohendro Lal Sircar (applause), who
has laboured with such singleness of purpose for its sake,
we can afford to look forward confidently to its future.
(Loud and continued applause.)

THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 1890-91.

[The Financial Statement for '18go-g1 was read by the Hon.
Sir David Barbour in the Legislative Council held on Friday, the 21st
March, and was discussed on the following Friday, the 28th. The
motion before the Council, on which the debate took place, was that
the Bill to amend the Excise Act, 1878, be passed, with the addition of
a section relating to the drawback of excise duty on export of malt
Hiquor. In closing the debate His Excellency the President spoke as
follows :—]

We have again taken advantage of the passing of a small
and comparatively unimportant measure affecting the Impe-
rial¥inances,in order togive Honourable Members an oppor-
tunity of considering and criticising the general financial po-
licy of the Government of India. Itwillbe in therecollection
of the Council that when, twelve months ago, a similar
opportunity was contrived, I was able to statg that, in our
opinion, the time had come when the right of discussing
the Budget should be secured to the Legislative Council,
and when the exercise of that right should no longer de.
pend upon casual facilities such as we have been able
to afford this year and last. I stated that this view was
shared by Her Majesty’s Government, and that the Secre-
tary of State had expressed his concurrence in gur pro=
posal that there should be an annual, instead of an occa-
sional, discussion of the Budget in Council. 1 added that
this subject appeared to us, and also to Her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment, to be closely connected with another, namely, the
propriety of giving to Members of the Legislative Council

of the Government of India, under proper safeguards, the
M2
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right of addressing questions to the Government upon
matters of public interest, and I stated that this subject
also was engaging our attention and that of the Secretary
of State. Since I made this announcement, steps have
been taken to make good the assurance which I was then
able to give. 1 was not without hopes that the legislation
necessary for the purpose of carrying out these important
constitutional changes might have been passed last year,
and that we might, ere now, have becn engaged in the
task of considering the regulations under which these
newly-acquired rights might be exercised, The Secretary of
State was fully prepared to introduce the measure during
the Parliamentary Session of 1889, Honourable Members,
however, are aware of the difficulties which attend Im-
perial legislation, and cannot have been surprised, even if
they were disappointed, to find that the attempt to pass a
Councils Bill during the Session of 1889 was abandoned.
A Bill is, as Honourable Members are aware, now before
Parliament. It contains provisions which will be effeetual
for the purpose of redeeming the pledges given last year,
and I earnestly trust that it may become law before the
Session terminates, Thisis, I need not say, not a proper
occasion for discussing the other provisions of the Bill,
with which Honourable Members are no doubt familiar—
provisior;s which affect the composition of this, and of the
Provincial Legislative Councils. I venture, however, to
express my hope that too much credence will not be at-
tached to the wholly unauthorised rumours, which are cir-
culated from time to time, in regard to the attitude of the
present Government of India towards this most important
constitutional question. For the opinions expressed by
us in the correspondence which the Secretary of State has
thought proper to lay before Parliament we accept the
fullest responsibility, For other opinions, confidently at-
tributed to us, but not, so far as I am aware, disclosed in
any statement of our views, official or unofficial, which
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has been given to the public, we disclaim all responsi-
bility.

I will only add that [ earnestly trust that even those
who would themselves desire to see a scheme more ambi-
tious and far-reaching than that of the Sccretary of State,
adopted by the Government of India and by Her Majesty’s
Government, will not, for that reason, allow themselves to
be led to disparage unjustly the measure which has lately
been passed by the House of Lords—a measure which, I
honestly believe, marks one of the greatest advances which
has been made for many years past in the direction of a
liberal reform of our institutions.

It will not be necessary for me to take up the time of
the Council with any lengthened observations upon the
Financial Statement of the Honourable Member. Ifeel sure
that [ am only expressing the opinion of my colleagues
when I say that we have listened to it with feelings of
much satisfaction. [ should be sorry to allow myself to be
drawn into an over-sanguine estimate of our financial situa-
tion in the future. Such anticipations are always danger-
ous; they are particularly dangerous in India, a country in
which a portion at all events of the population can never
be regarded as wholly beyond the reach of disasters involv-
ing the financial position of the Governmert for the time
being. I think, however, that we may, without erring in
this erspect, say that our present situation is eminently
hopeful, and that signs are not wanting to show that we
are at last emerging from that series of lean years through
which we have travelled with so much anxiety of late. The
steady increase in the volume of our trade, in the amount
of the receipts from most of our railways, and in our
income from land revenue and from the principal heads of
taxation, all point to the approach of a time when we shall
have less cause for anxiety than we have had for some time
past.

The proposals of the Honourable the Financial Member
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are simple and intelligible. There is no occasion for seek-

ing new sources of [Imperial Revenue. The measure now

before us, which adds a comparatively insignificant sum to

our income, is to be justified on political, rather than on
_financial grounds.

Some complaint has been made of us because we lLave
not at once taken advantage of the first symptoms of re-
turning prosperity in order to remit taxation. Those by
whom this complaint is made can, [ venture to think, not
have thoroughly realised our position. The Honourable
Mr. Nulkar referred to the reduction of the Salt Duty and to
the question of raising the minimum at which incomes are
liable to be taxed. The reduction of the Salt Duty by 8
annas to Rz, the rate at which it stood until the beginning
of 1888, would involve a sacrifice of revenue to the extent
of about Rx. 1,500,000. The raising of the taxable minimum
of incomes from Rgoo to Rt,000 would cost us about
Rx.300,000. It might perhaps have been possible for us to
reduce taxation under one or other of these heads, and
yet to make both ends meet in the financial year upon
which we are about to enter. I hope, however, it will not
be contended in this room that it is the duty of the Govern-
ment of India at once to remove taxation merely because it
happens for the moment to have at its command resources
which would permit it to adopt such a course. The removal
of an existing tax is very nearly as serious a matter as the
imposition of a new one. A Government has no right to
abandon revenue until it has a reasonable certainty that at
all events, as far as it is able to foresee the future, it will be
able to dispense with that revenue. A policy which would
impose taxes one year and remove them the next because
there was a break in the clouds, with the prospeet of being
compelled to reimpose them immediately afterwards, is not
worthy of the name of a policy, and would be fatal not
only to the stability of our finances, but to the comfort and
convenience of the public. We are, [ believe, not yetina
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position permanently to abandon revenue to the extent
involved in any of the above proposals. It may be that
the time will eome when we shall be able to consider them
favourably, and when that time comes the Honourable the
Financial Member will no doubt bear in mind the recom-
mendations to which we have listened. That time has,
however, not come yet,

I venture, however, to go further and to say that even
if our prospects were better assured than I believe them
to be; even if we were in no doubt as to the future of
exchange ; even if our income from Opium were less pre-
carious than it unfortunately is, the Honourable the Finan-
cial Member deserves to be supported in his determination to
give the first place, not to small remissions of taxation, but
to the restoration of the annual provision which, under the
arrangement come to twelve years ago, it was decided
to make as a national insurance against famine, It has
always seemed to me that that was an eminently sound
and prudent policy, in pursuance of which the Govern-
ment of India determined to make every year a fixed pro.
vision for the purpose of enabling the country to meet the
recurrent strain to which its finances have from time to
time been exposed from failure of crops involving failure of
revenue, or direct expenditure in relief. It is not necessary
for me to add to what the Honourable Member has said in
regard to the misconceptions into which the public mind has
fallen—misconceptions which, I am afraid, have not been yet
entirely removed—in regard to the nature of this arrange-
ment and the uses to which the funds provided under it
may legitimately be put, I wish, however, to express my ad-
hesion to the principle upon which the Honourable Member
has acted, and to say that I think with him that, now that
we find ourselves able to dispose of surplus revenues, our
first duty is to use them for the purpose of restoring the
annual Famine grant. [ trust that nothing may occur to
prevent those who are responsible for the government of
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India from henceforth giving effect tothe wise intentions
of our predecessors, and so regulating the income and ex-
penditure of the Imperial Government that the pressure of
the bad years may always be to some extent relieved out
of the affluence of the good. It was only in consequence
of exceptional pressure, only because its poverty, and not
its will, consented, that the Government of India found
itself constrained during the last few years to cease from
making this annual provision ; and, considering the nature
- of the taxation to which it had become necessary to resort,
I do not think it will be seriously argued that, in prefer.
ring a temporary suspension of the arrangements for in-
surance against famine to the imposition of additional tax-
ation, Lord Dufferin’s Government did not exercise a wise
choice. Our fiest duty, now that we find ourselves face
to face with a more promising condition of affairs, is to
revert to the sound policy instituted by our predecessors,
and to endeavour in each year to provide out of our current
revenues a substantial sum to be applied towards the alle-
viation of the permanent financial liabilities of the State.
I trust that a considerable portion at all events of the sum
thus appropriated, may be applied to the construction of
railways which, under less fortunate circumstances, might
have remained unbuilt, or for which it might have been
necessary to provide capital out of borrowed funds-—rail-
ways the construction of which will not only bring a direct
return to the National Exchequer, but also afford increased
security to a part of the people of this country against risk
from famine, I was not able to follow exactly the argu-
ment of the Homourable Mr, Evans, which had reference
rather to the manner in which this portion of the accounts
was shown. [ venture, however, to think that, if we have
regard to the essence of the transaction, we are entitled to
say that by thus applying our revenues eitherin diminution
of existing debt, or in avoiding the necessity of adding to
it, we shall permanently strengthen our finances and, in
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the truest sense of the word, make provision for insurance
against famine.

Of the duties which the Government of India owes
to the tax-payers of the country, the duty of, as far as
possible, avoiding an increase of the national indebtedness,
js one of the most binding. Whatever may be our appre-
hensions with regard to the future, we have at least the
consolation of knowing that the indebtedness of India has,
up to the present, been kept within the most moderate
limits, and that the burden of that indebtedness is fortu-
nately tending to diminish, and not to increase. 1 do not
know whether Honourable Members have had time to refer
to the extremely interesting paragraph which appears under
the heading of “ Interest on Debt’’ at page 25 of the State-
ment which lies upon the table. If they have done so
they will no doubt have observed the following facts which
appear to me to deserve special attention :—

Our total indebtedness in sterling at the end of the
present year amounts in round numbers to 98 millions,
of which no less than 32 millions was borrowed on account
of Railways and other profitable enterprises. When we
remember that of the 66 millions which remain, between
40 and 50 millions were incurred at the time of the Mutiny,
we shall, I think, congratulate oursclves that the obliga-
tions which we have inherited are not heavier.

Turning from the sterling debt to our indebtedness in
rupees, it appears, from the statistics given at page 26, that
by far the greater portion of that debt, or Rx. g6 millions
out of Rx. 113 millions, is represented by Railways and
Irrigation Works. Of the interest for which we shall be
liable next year, and which will amount altogether to Rx.
4,671,000, Rx. 4,000,000 in round numbers are chargeable
to Interest on Railways and Irrigation Works: in other
words, considerably more than three quarters of the whole
of our rupee debt represents expenditure upon remunera-
tive enterprises for which the State obtains a fair return, or
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for which, at all events, we have valuable assets to show-
The balance, which may be stated in round numbers at
Rx. 700,000, represents the ordinary rupee debt of India.
This, however, includes sums which have from time to time
been advanced by the Government of India to public bodies
or sums held by the Government as currency investments,
The amount annually recovered from the persons or Cora

_porations to whom money has thus been advanced has,
year after year, tended to bear a larger proportion to that
for which the Government of India has itself been liable,
and this increase has gone on until the amount so recover.
ed, which in 1882-83 represented little more than one
third of the total charge for interest, will, in the year upon
which we are about to enter, actually exceed the total
charge which we shall have to meet,

These are facts to which, amid much that is doubtful
and precarious, we can look with unqualified satisfaction.
Whatever be the trials which ‘may. await us in the future;
whatever be the strain to which, in years to come, our
financial resources may be subjected from war, or scarcity,
or failure of revenue, we shall be able to encounter that
strain in proportion as we have, during years of peace and
sufficiency, strengthened our finances and refrained from
adding to the burden of our public liabilities.

In another respect the accounts of the year which has
just come to a close must be most gratifying to us. 1 re-
fer to the proof which they afford of the continuous and
rapid improvement of the recently-acquired Province of
Upper Burma. The revenue of the Province, which has
doubled during the last three ycars, now exceeds a crore
of rupees; it is said to be collected without difficulty, and
the Chief Commissioner reports that he has every reason
to believe that it will continue to expand, Other indica-
tions are equally favourable. The receipts from the Upper
Burma Railway are highly satisfactory, and will, we expect,
exceed the working expenses by Rx, 50,000 next year,
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It may perhaps be interesting to Honourable Members to
know that the only item of Burmese revenue which does
not tend to increase is that derived from Excise, the dimi-
nution of which we shall no doubt look upon with tolerant
eyes. The country is rapidly settling down ;in fact, if we
exclude from consideration the operations in progress in
the Chin-Lushai country, there has been no employment
of troops, except in the district of Magwe and on the
Wuntho border, where there has always been a certain
amount of turbulence. Concurrently with the general re-
turn of the population to peaceful pursuits there has been
a rapid falling off in serious crime and in the number of
admissions to jail. These have, I learn from Sir Charles
Crosthwaite, fallen from 2,500 in the month of May last to
1,500 in the month of December. This fortunate state of
things has enabled the Chief Commissioner to recommend
a decrease in the Military Police Force employed in the
country, and there is little doubt that further reductions
will prove practicable before long. [ ventured last year to
cite, as an indication of the improvement which the coun-
try was undergoing, the increase in the number of house-
holds under assessment to the Thathameda or house tax.
The number of those thus assessed has, I understand, in~
creased by nearly 30,000 in the past twelve months——an in-
crease which, although partly explained by the closer
supervision exercised by the local authorities, is certainly
due in the main to the manner in which families at one
time either absent from the country, or in hiding, are now
settling down peaceably in their homesteads, Considering
that little more than four years have passed since Upper
Burma became a part of the British Empire, we are, I think,
justified in regarding with satisfaction the state of things
which 1 have described. '

I wish, before I leave off, to say a very few words with
regard to another item of expenditure—I mean that in-
curred our military operations against the Chin-Lushai
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tribes. The amount spent in connection with this during
the past year was certainly larger than we had any reason
to anticipate. 1 feel, however, no doubt that the money
thus laid out, as well as whatever additional expenditure
may be incurred during the coming year, will prove to have
been well spent. The British occupation of Upper Burma
has entirely changed the character of our relations with
the inhabitants of the mountainous Alsatia which lies be-
tween Burma and Chittagong. It would have been abso-
lutely impossible for us, now that it is flanked on each side
by British territary, to allow the tribes which inhabit it to
continue the lawless and predatory. existence which they
have till now followed. The operations which, as far as
the present seasonis cancerned, are now coming to a close,
do not deserve to be classed amongst the ordinary punitive
expeditions which have, I regret to say, been so common
upon the frontiers of India; expeditions which, for any
permanent results achieved by them, might in many cases
as well never have taken place. We are satisfied that in
the case of the Chin-Lushai country, the establishment of
through communications from the Burmese to the Bengal
side, and also with Assam, the construction of roadsand of
lines of telegraph, together with the exhibition of strength
which has resulted from the combined operations of the
different columns employed, will effect the permanent
pacification of these inaccessible tracts. Should this prove
to be the case, the 50 lakhs, at the cost of which this result
will have been obtained (I include the amounts taken in
the accounts of this year, and that provided in the Budget
for 1890-91), will certainly not have been thrown away. In
considering this point it is worth while to bear in mind the
expenditure which has been already incurred in these re-
gions—I will not say entirely without effect, but without
anything approaching to such a result as that for which we
have now a right to look. [ find, on reference to the offi-
cial records, that the Lushai Expedition of 1871.72 cost
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over 22 lakhs, and the Naga Expedition of 1879-80 17}
lakhs, while an expenditure of nearly 5 lakhs was incurred
on a punitive expedition against the Lushai tribes in 1888.
The operations now in progress, which have been carried
out with the greatest skill and courage by the officers en-
trusted with their direction, and which, but for the large
amount of sickness experienced by our troops in a singu-
larly malarious country, have been conducted at scarcely
any cost in casualties, will, there is every reason to believe,
prevent the recurrence of ‘outbreaks such as those which
provoked the expeditions to which I have just referred, and
will, once for all, convince_these lawless tribes that it is
for their own advantage to adopt peaceful pursuits and to
cease from molesting their neighbours.

INSPECTION OF THE CALCUTTA PRESIDENCY
VOLUNTEERS.

[On Saturday afternoon, the 29th March, His Excellency the Vice-
roy inspected the Calcutta Presidency Volunteers, and addressed the
Corps in the following speech :—]

Colonel Chatterton, Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers
and Men of the Calcutta Presidency Volunteers,—lt gives
me much pleasure, after the lapse of a year, to be once
more called upon to inspect the Battalion, and. it is my
agreeable duty to congratulate you upon the appearance
and bearing of the different corps of which it is composed,
and which I have had several opportunities of seeing during
the past winter.

The last twelve months have, I am happy to say, been
in every way creditable to the Battalion. I have, in the
first place, to refer to the important point of Musketry,
The first duty of a Volunteer is to make himself a master
of the weapon placed in his hands. I hope those who are
listening to me made it their business to read the admirable

agth March 18
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address delivered in my presence by the Commander-
in-Chief at Simla last year on the occasion of the annual
rifle competition held at that place. It is, as His Excel-
lency then pointed out, no use to place weapons of preci-
sion with every modern improvement in the hands of our
soldiers unless they will use them properly, not only by
learning to shoot straight in matches and competitions,
but by acquiring that discipline and steadiness without
which no amount of practice at the butts will make a good
soldier. The progress which has recently been made by
the Indian Army in this respect has been most remarkable,
and I trust that Volunteers will keep pace with their bro-
ther soldiers of the Regular Forces. I[n your case, I am
afraid, shooting has been somewhat interfered with owing
to the fact that the range has recently been closed for
some time, I am glad to hear that it will shortly be again
available for use. In spite, however, of this drawback, it
is satisfactory to me to hear that some excellent shooting
has been made by the Battalion. In the annual meeting Ser-
geant-Major Harwood won the Viceroy’s Prize with a very
fine score, beating by several points that made at Wimble-
don for the Queen’s Prize competed for under the same
conditions.

In the volley-firing competition a good score was made
by the winning team, F Company, showing an improve-
ment upon the winning score of last year. 1 am also glad
to hear that the medal given by Government for the best shot
in the Bengal Presidency was won by Lieutenant Spooner.
Some excellent scoring was also made in the local matches
of the Presidency Rifle Association. Amongst these,
Volunteer Spiers was successful, making ‘“a highest pos-
sible ’ at goo yards,

Turning to the different Corps included in the Battalion,
1 must, in the first place, express my deep regret that the
Calcutta Light Horse, by the death of Captain Thomas,
have lost a most efficient and popular Commanding Of-
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ficer. In spite of this severe blow, the Corps has worked
hard and has held a successful Camp of Exercise. It is
satisfactory to think that Captain Thomas has been re-
placed by the Honourable Sir Alexander Wilson, a gallant
Officer, who is equally at home in the Viceroy’s Council,
in the Chamber of Commerce, and in the Camp of Exer-
cise,

The Cossipore Volunteer Artillery has, I am glad to
hear, steadily increased in numbers and efficiency, the two
Batteries being now complete. It is to be regretted that
they have lost Lieutenant-Colonel Wace’s services as Com-
mandant. I have no dotbt that he will be worthily replaced
by Major Stewart, who succeeds him,

I have heard with satisfaction that the Eastern Bengal
State Railway Corps is about to be increased by a Com-
pany from the north side of the river. This arrangement
will bring the whole of the employés of the line into one
Corps of four Companies,

It was my agreeable duty last year to congratulate the
Cadet Corps upon the fact that it had increased in strength
by 200 during the previous twelve months. [ hear that
the Cadets have worked hatd, and have made great progress
in shooting. I trust that they will persevere and show a
further improvement next year.

I take this opportunity of expressing my pleasure at
finding that the Head-quarters of the Battalion, of which
I laid the foundation stone last year, are approaching com-
pletion. The building, which I hope to visit this after-
noon, is apparently a commodious and suitable one. I
venture to think that you are extremely fortunate in having
obtained so good a site, and I doubt extremely whether a
similar concession is likely to be made to any other ap-
plicants in future years.

Passing from these details, I think we may say that
during the past year the Volunteers as a force have cer-
tainly gained ground and acquired a more definite and
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important place in the defensive system of the Empire-
This has certainly been the case with regard to the Volun-
teer Force in Great Britain, Every Volunteer in that Force
has now a place assigned to him, and, on an emergency
occurring, will not need to enquire what he has to do, or
where he has to go. In Calcutta you were called upon last
month to take your turn at garrison duty in Fort William,
while the regular troops were engaged in opposing the
movements of an imaginary enemy upon the coast, and you
received the thanks of the General Officer Commanding for
the manner in which this duty was performed. Rehearsals
of this kind will help you to understand what you have a
right to expect, and what will be expected of you should
an emergency ever arise in this country. I trust that both
officers and mén will realise the weight of the responsibiii-
ty which belongs to them, and will endeavour, by their in.
creased efficiency, to add every year to the military strength
of the Indian Empire.
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OPENING THE DUFFERIN HOSPITAL AT PATIALA,

[On Tucsday morning, the 21st October 1890, the Viceroy, ace aznd Oct, 1890,

companied by Colone! ]. C. Ardagh, C.B. (Private Secretary), Lieu«
tenant-Colonel Lord William Beresford, V.C., C.L.E. (Military
Setretary), and other members of His Excellency’s staff, with Mr, W.
J. Cuningham, Officiating Foreign Secretary, left Simla for his autumn
tour. At B-18, on the morning of the 2and October, the Viceroy
arrived at Patiala, the object of His Excellency’s visit being to place
the Maharaja on the musnud and tu invest him with full administrae
tive powers. His Highness, accompanied by his State Officials, re.
ceived His Excellency at the railway station with the usual cere-
monies. Here also the Viceroy was met by Sir James Lyall (Lieu-
tenant-Governor of the Punjab), and a large number of Civil and
Military O ials of the Province, who had been specially invited to
Patiala by the Maharaja,
" "The Viceroy, accompanied by the Maharaja, drove to the large camp
pitched for the occasion,.and the forencon was spent in visits of cere-
mony between His Excellency and His Highness. In the afternoon,
Lord Lansdowne opened the Lady Duflerin Hospital, the foundatiou.
stone of which was laid by Lady Dufferin on the 1g9th of November
1888, A large shamiana had been pitched in front of the hospital, and
beneath this the Viceroy took his seat on a dais, with the Lieutenant-
Governor on his right hand and the Maharaja on his left, The Sir-
dars and State Officials were assembled to witness the ceremony to-
gether with a number of visitors from camp. Dr. Thompson, Superin-
tendent of the State Medical Department, read a statement in which
he gave an account of the various medical institutions in Patiala, in-
cluding the hospital about to be opened. At the conclusion of this
statement His Excellency rose and spoke as follows :—]

Your Honor, Your Highness, Ladies and Gentle-
men,—] am glad that my first public act in the State of
Patiala should be the opening of this Hospital. Its com-
pletion is a substantial addition tothestrength of a movement
in which I have, on more than one occasion, expressed my
interest—the great and useful movement commenced by
Lady Dufferin and bequeathed by her as a legacy to Lady
Lansdowne and mys:If.

The State of: Patiala already possesses the well-known
Rajender Hospital, which I hope to visit later in the after-
noon, and which was opened by Sir Charles Aitchison in

N
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1883—an institution upon which I believe your Highness’s
Government has incurred, up to the present time, an ex-
penditure of no less than a lakh and-a-half of rupees. In
addition to this, there is a Military Hospital, a Jail Hospital,
and a branch Dispensary, in the City of Patiala, besides 17
Dispensaries in the Mofussil. No special provision had,
however, been yet made for the treatment of women, and,
two years ago, on the occasion of your Highness's marriage,
you expressed your intention of erecting this Hospital, and
of setting aside R10,000 per ‘annum for its maintenance.
The foundation-stone of the building was laid by Lady
Dufferin, whose name the Hospital will bear, and whose
thoughtful interest in the people of this country could not
be morc appropriately commemorated. The Hospital is
now completed, and will be, in years to come, both a monu-
ment of your Highness’s liberality and a source of untold
blessings to the people of Patiala. That the buildings will
be suitable to the purpose for which they have been design-
ed, and will be a proper home for this valuable institution,
those who have seen them can have little doubt.

But, Ladies and Gentlemen, if we are to have efficient
hospitals, we want something more than commodious and
well-equipped buildings. It is absolutely necessary that
these institutions, which are intended for the relief of
women, should be presided over by a lady doctor, possess-
ing not only professional skill, but administrative ability of
a high order. One of the greatest difficulties with which
we have to contend in India is that of obtaining the services
of properly qualified ladies for this purpose. In this case
the difficulty has, I am glad to say, been successfully sur-
mounted. Miss Crawley, M.D., whose experience was
gained while she was in charge of an Edinburgh Hospital
of high standing, was engaged by the express desire of
His Highness, at the beginning of the present year, and has
been able to place the administration of the Hospital upon
a most satisfactory footing.

I learn that, since Miss Crawley has been in Patiala, no
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less than 3,400 visits have been made by patients to the
Dispensary, and it is particularly gratifying to find that the
number of visits more than doubled after the first two
months, and has increased steadily ever since. It is obvi-
ous that the difficulty of treating patients in the absence of
proper hospital accommodation was very great—so great in
fact that the attempt to treat patients in the Dispensary
had to be abandoned. The conditions will be entirely al-
tered with the opening of the Hospital, and we need, I
think, be under no apprehension that Miss Crawley will
find that its advantages will remain unappreciated by those
who stand in need of medical, or surgical, treatment.

I am glad to have this opportunity of expressing my ac-
knowledgment of the generous manner in which the Lady
Dufferin Scheme has been supported by the Princes and
Chiefs of this part of India, They were among the first to
come forward when thc movement was in its earliest in-
fancy, and it is most satisfactory to find that many of them
are now freely establishing hospitals in their own do-
minions and making arrangements for the maintenance of
those hospitals at the cost of their States. No better ex-
ample of this generosity on the part of rulers of Native
States could be found than that afforded by the hospital
which I am now invited to open, and 1 am glad to say that
a similar institution is now being built by His Highness the
Raja of Kapurthala, while the Progress Reports of the Com-
mittee of the Dufferin Fund show throughout India other
hospitals are rapidly coming into existence, in all cases
generously supported and encouraged by the rulers of the
different Statcs.

Before | conclude, 1 desire to acknowledge the great value
of the services which have been rendered to the Patiala
Hospital by Dr. George Thompson, the Resident Surgeon,
without whose friendly co-operation the hospital certainly
would not have attained the measure of success, which it
has achieved. | think both Dr. Thompson and also Mr,

N3
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Field, the Executive Engineer, who has, | understand, a
large share of responsibility for the design of these build-
ings, deserve our hearty congratulations upon this occa-
sion.

I will now, with your Highness’s permission, proceed to
the buildings opposite and declare the Hospital open to the
public. (4pplause.)

INSTALLATION OF THE MAHARAJA OF PATIALA.

[The most important ceremonial connected with the Viceroy’s visit
to Patiala took place on Thursday, 23rd October 1890, when the Ma-
haraja Rana was placed on the musnud, and invested with full admin-
istrative powers, he having enjoyed for some months past provisional
powers only. The ceremony took place in the large Durbar Hall in
the Palace which is usually chosen for functions of this kind. On the
dais were placed two silver chairs of State. flanking the musnud itself
on which His Highneas was to be installed. To the right rear was
placed the Patiala Standard which was presented to the late Maharaja
atthe Proclamation Durbar at Delhi in 1876. A guarde-of-honour
lined the approach from the Palace yard to the Durbar Hall, the ter-
race of which was covered over in shamiana fashion with brightly
coloured canvas, To the right of the dais were grouped the chief
officers and durbaries of the State, while British officers in full dress,
and visitors from camp were allotted seats on either hand of the entrance,
A number of ladies were also present to witness the ceremony.

. The Maharaja, accompanied by his officers, arrived some little
time before the Viceroy. Soon after nine o’clock a deputation, con-
sisting of four high officials, waited on the Viceroy in camp, and His
Excellency, escorted by a detachment of cavalry, drove to the Palace,
accompanied by the Lieutenant Governor, and attended by the Foreign
Secretary, the Private and Military Secretaries, and the personal staff,
The Vicetoy, on arrival, was received with 2 royal salute and a pro-
cession was formed to the dais, the Maharaja accompanying His
Excellency to his seat, while the Maharaja’s brother performed a
similar duty to the Lieutenant-Governor. The Viceroy, the Maha-
raja, and the Lieutenant-Governor having taken their seats on the
lower step of the dais, and the assembly being all seated, the Viceroy
rose and spoke as follows :—]

For the first time since my accession to the Viceroyalty
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two years ago, it falls to my lot to formally invest with full
powers the Ruling Chief of an Indian State. It is a source
of satisfaction to me that the State should be that of Patiala,
and that your Highness should be the Chief whom I am
called upon to instal,

The relations of the Patiala State with the British Govern-
ment have, for many years past, been of the most cordial
character., Upon three separate occasions during the course
of the present century your Highness's predecessors have,
at critical moments in the history of this country, given
practical proof of their fidelity, and upon each of those oc.
casions the forces of the State have co-operated with those
of the British Empire, and have rendered services which re-
ceived a suitable acknowledgment at the time, - The me-
mory of those services has not been forgotten,

In your Highness | am glad to recognise a Ruler who is
fikely to maintain these worthy traditions, and to strengthen
still further the feeling of friendship which unites the Patiala
State and the Imperial Government.

The circumstances under which your Highness's career
as a2 Ruler will commence are in every sense propitious
and encouraging. During your minority the affairs of the
State were wisely and prudently administered by a Council,
the Members of which—men of wide experience and excel-
lent judgment-—have, under the presidency of the late
lamented Sirdar Sir Dewa Singh, prudently directed its
affairs, and have been able to hand them over to your
Highness in excellent order and in a sound financial cone
dition. 1 feel sure that no one more cordially than your
Highness acknowledges your obligation to the Council, to
the excellence of whose work I am glad to have this oppor-
tunity of paying a hearty tribute. It is a matter of deep
regret that the President Sir Dewa Singh—who so long
and faithfully served the best interests of the State and of
his master, and whose advice and assistance, had he been
spared to live longer, would, | am sure, have been at your
Highness's disposal=is not among us to-day.
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In praising the Council of Regency for their good ad-
ministration [ do not forget the fact that an equal share
in the credit is due to the Ministers, or Heads of Depart-
ments, who worked vnder the Council with the same sense
of discipline and loyalty to the interests of the State which
they had shown under your Highness’s father, the late
Maharaja. [ am glad to know that three of these minis-
ters, who were appointed by your father, retained their
important offices throughout the administration of the
Council and still hold them. I refer to Khalifa Muham-
mad Hussan, Khalifa Muhammad Hussain, and Sardar
Gunda Singh, and I consider the Patiala State to be very
fortunate in retaining so long the services of three men of
such mature experience, and proved ability and integrity.

Your Highness has, I am glad to say, shown early in life
that you possess many of those qualities of head and heart
which are most essential to the success of one to whom is
entrusted the welfare of a numerous community, and the
intelligent interest which you evinced in public affairs justi-
fied me, upon the strong recommendation of His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor, in entrusting you provisionally with
full powers over the State some months before the date at
which you attained your majority.

I am glad to know that the powers thus conferred upon
you have been exercised in such a manner as to afford the
fairest promise for the future. You have shown that you
will not be content with the formal and ornamental functions
of a Ruler, but that you are prepared to interest yourself
actively in all that concerns the well-being of your subjects.
I have noticed with satisfaction the manner in which your
Highness has already identified yourself with useful move-
ments for the improvement of agriculture, for increasing the
efficiency of the military forces which the State contri-
butes to the defences of the Empire, and for promoting the
cause of education. The Patiala State was one of the first
to come forward under the scheme unfolded two years ago
by my distinguished predecessor, Lord Dufferin, in your



Speeches by H. E. the Marquis of Lansdowne. 183

Installation of the Maharaja of Patiala.

Highness’s Durbar, and [ am glad to say that the reports
which I have received of the spirit and discipline of your
Highness’s troops are most satisfactory and encouraging.

Your Highness’s interest in education has been illustrated
by your liberal donation to the Punjab University, which
appropriately commemorated the visit of His Royal High-
ness Prince Albert Victor of Wales to this country, and
also by your Highness's generous support of the College
which is about to be founded for the education of members
of the Sikh community. With this movement the Govern-
ment of India is in hearty sympathy. We appreciate the
many admirable qualities of the Sikh nation, and it is a
pleasure to us to know that while, in days gone by, we
recognised in them a gallant and formidable foe, we are,
to-day, able to give them a foremost place amongst the true
and loyal subjects of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress. |
rejoice that the Sikh leaders are now endeavouring by the
foundation of this Institution to secure in these more settled
times the intellectual progress of the Sikh people, and it
will give me the greatest pleasure to comply with the
request, which has teen made to me that I would, at the
proper time, give my patronage to the College.

It is not too much, therefore, to say that no circumstances
are wanting to render the prospect with which your High-
ness commences your career as a Ruler as bright and as
promising as possible. Upon your Highness's own con-
duct, ypon your ability to make use of the great opportu.-
nities which will be placed within your reach, upon your
power to withstand the temptations which surround the
path of a young Ruler, it will depend whether these bright
promises arc fulfilled or disappointed, I earnestly trust that
your Highness may be given those great qualities without
which wealth and power will be of no avail to you. Your
Highness has made an admirable beginning. May you have
perseverance to pursue, without turning to the right or
to the left, the path which you have marked out for your-



184 Speeches by H. E. the Marquis of Lansdowne.

Installation of the Maharaja of Patiala.

self. The mere initiation of useful measures, creditable
though it may be, is a comparatively simple matter. It is
only by sustained efforts, by continuous vigilance and
application, that you can hope to establish your reputation
as a Ruler and to leave a lasting mark upon the fortunes of
your State, It is, indeed, not too much to say that, of all
the qualities needed by one who, owing to the accident of
his birth, finds himself called upon to preside over the
destinies of a State, the quality of perseverance is the
most necessary of all ; for, Maharaja, your responsibilities,
the formal commencement of which dates from to-day, will
end only with your life. ' In this respect your position
differs widely from that of the high officials whose tenure
of office, like that of His Honor or mine,is a temporary
tenure. We can look forward to the time when our work
will come to an end, and when we shall step on one side
and see it continued by others. The burden which you
are taking upon yourself to-day, can never be laid down so
long as you are able to bear it. While, therefore, you have,
on the one hand, the prospect, denied to some of us, of
reaping the reward of your own exertions, you have the
knowledge that from those exertions you must expect no
relief. 1 wish you, therefore, above all else, strength and
courage to continue your work, and endurance wherewith
to complete it, and I trust that you may so make use of the
powers entrusted to you to-day that, during your life and
after it, you may be remembered by the Government of
India, by your subjects, and by the great Sikh commumty,
of which you are a distinguished member, as the wise, just,
and honest Ruler of a prosperous and contented people.

[At the conclusion of His Excellency’s speech, atranslation of it

was read out in Hindustani by Mr. Cuningham, the Officiating Foreign
Secretary, who then recited the Maharaja’s titles in full.

The Viceroy then addressing His Highness, said, ““I hereby de-

clare you invested with full powers of administration in the State of
Patiala.”
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The band then played the National Anthem and a salute of t7
guns was fired without the city walls,

The Viceroy’s khilat was then brought in, and His Excellency pre-
sented the Maharaja with a sword of State which was girt on by Mr.,
Cuningham, His Highness was led to the central seat on the dais
by the Viceroy, who seated himself on the right, the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor occupying the chair on the left.

The Maharaja then rose and addressing the Viceroy and the
Lieutenant-Governor spoke as follows :—]

Your Excellency, Your Honor,—It is with feelings
of the deepest gratitude and profound respect that I beg
to express my heartfelt thanks to your Excellency and
your Honor for the very great favour which the Imperial
Government has this day, through your Excellency, conferred
upon me and my State, by the confirmation of my ruling
powers, The double honour which the visit of both your
Excellency and your Honour, and the declaration which
your Excellency has so graciously made in my own capital,
have now conferred upon me and my people, is unparalleled
in the annals of the State; and when I recall to mind the
other important honours which were in this very hall, four-
teen years ago, conferred upon me, and my State, by His
Excellency Lord Lytton and Sir Henry Davies, I cannot
express my pride and my pleasure, [ was then only a child
of four years, yet notwithstanding my age His Excellency,
after the close of the memorable Imperial Assemblage, tra-
velled straight from Delhi to Patiala for the sole purpose of
installing me on the musnud of my forefathers. 1If I am not
mistaken, I believe [ am the only Prince in India who has
had the good fortune to receive such exceptional marks of
Imperial favour, and whose installation on his hereditary
Raja Guddee, and the confirmation of whose powers have
both been honoured by the personal presence of two exalt-
ed representatives of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress.
It is now only a year since your Excellency, on the recom-
mendation of my kind friend, Sir James Lyall, invested me
with ruling authority in my State. The confidence which
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the Imperial Government then reposed in me, and which
is still more strengthened by your Excellency’s kind expres-
sions on the present occasion, I have, during this short
period, as faras I possibly could, endeavoured to justify, and
it has given me great consolation and encouragement to
learn from your Excellency's speech that my labours have
not failed to give satisfaction to your Excellency and your
Honor. I beg to assure your Excellency that the well-
being of my State and people shall always be the chief aim
and the guiding principle of my rule, and that I shall ever
be desirous of doing all that I can to secure their prosperity
and happiness. Born to be the head of the renowned
Phulkian Houge, with an inheritance of proverbial fidelity
to the British Crown excelled by none of the Indian Princes,
I am fully conscious of the grave responsibilities of my posi-
tion, and of the great obligations which 1 owe to my own
people and to Her Majesty the Quecen-Empress.  Your Ex-
cellency has graciously spoken of the humble services ren-
dered by the rulers of this State, and I thank you for
making mention of them. It is now 87 years since Gene-
ral Lake first gave my ancestor the Maharaja Sahib Singh
the kind assurances of British friendship, The relations then
begun were followed by the formal protection of the British
Government being granted to the State a few years later,
and it will ever be the pride of my family that during this
long period the closest intimacy and most cordial under-
standing have invariably existed between us. The services
rendered by the State in the Gurkha war of 1814, in the
Kabul campaign of 1839, in the Sutlej war of 1845, in the
Mooltan insurrection of 1848, in the dark troublous days of
1857, and in the Afghan war of 1878, will ever remain a
standing proof of the loyalty and devotion of my house, and
will go far to show how highly the Sikh chieftains of this
principality have been capable of recognising the immense
boons and blessings which the British rule has conferred
upon this State and the country in general. The rewards
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and distinctions which the Imperial Government, as an ac-
knowledgment of these services, has, from time to time, con-
ferred on this house, are too well known to be related,
They may be briefly stated to have taken the form of a hand-
some gift of territories with large revenues, of the increase
of salutes, of the bestowal of the Most Exalted Order of
the G. C.S. 1. and other titles on my illustrious father and
grandfather, of the Viceregal visits to Patiala, of the visit
of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, who was
pleased to call my father his friend, and quite recently, for
which I have to thank the Imperial Government, your Excel-
lency and your Honor, in the shape of the visit of His Royal
Highness the Duke of Clarence and Avondale to Patiala.

I pray that the Imperial Government may never stand in
need of assistance from the Indian Princes, but should
the occasion arise I beg to assure your Excellency that
I should be found as faithful, as firm, and as staunch anally
of Her Imperial Majesty as my predecessors have been
before me. | have, as your Excellency is aware, already
allotted a portion of my army for Imperial service. The
regiments which your Excellency will graciously condescend
to inspect to-morrow are greatly improving in discipline and
efficiency. New cantonments, at'a heavy cost, are under
construction, and I take a deep and hearty interest in
the welfare of these troops. 1 wish to take this opportunity
of expressing to your Excellency the deep indebtedness of
the State to the Government of India and Punjab Govern
ment, for the cordial assistance and moral support which
have ever been most graciously and promptly extended to
the rulers of Patiala, whenever asked for, in reforming and
improving the internal administration of the State. Fully
recognising the immense benefits of works of public utility,
it has ever been their cherished ambition to follow the
Government in this respect, and through the timely and
gracious help given by the British authorities, without
which they could have done little, the result of their labours
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has been that the State now possesses a canal which
irrigates one lakh and fifty thousand acres of land, a
telegraph service, colleges, hospitals, workshops, and a line
of railway, running throughout the whole length of my
dominions, from Rajpura to Bhatinda. [ need not assure
your Excellency that | am earnestly desirous of following
the example of my illustrious predecessors in their public
spirit and desire for improvement, and I hope it will not be
considered improper if | here mention a few measures which
I have adopted during the short period of my administra-
tion, | had the good fortune to open the Patiala-Bhatinda
Railway, which has been constructed on the broad gauge
and is expected to become a most important commercial
and strategical line, when extended v7d Bahawalpore so as to
give direct communication with the seaport of Karachi. I
have sanctioned an expenditure of over five lakhs of rupees
in constructing a system of metalled roads, which will
connect the principal towns in my State with the new line
of railway, in order to serve as feeders. The Government
have sanctioned my request for a share in the new
Sirsa Canal project, and | have made arrangements for the
payment of Ri1,00,000 as my proportional share. My
forests in the Sawaliks and Himalayan ranges have
occupied the attention of Government of late ycars, and
the much-needed work of their regular settlement is now
steadily progressing under an energetic English officer,
whose services Government have been pleased to lend at
my special request. 1 may also mention among the new
works the Lady Dufferin Hospital, which your Excellency
was graciously pleased to declare open yesterday. An
experienced lady doctor with a European assistant has been
employed to control the institution. The Educational
Department is being formed, under the advice and
suggestions offered by my late able and respected tutor,
Mr. Sime, whom [ am glad to welcome here on this
occasion. A horse-breeding scheme is shortly to be taken
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in hand. Further arrangements have been made to light
the city streets, while greater attention is now paid to
matters of sanitation and public health, These are a few
of the measures of public utility which have been intro-
duced since ] attained my majority. I make now mention
of the mass of work of every description which | found in
arrears and have now cleared off. Your Excellency has
made kindly references to the active interest | have lately
taken in the matter of the higher education of my Sikh
co-religionists. I deem it an honour to be able to assist, in
however small a degree, in the cause of education, and the
step which your Excellency mentions was only a natural
outcome of this sincere desire, As a Sikh 1 feel bound
to thank your Excellency and your Honor for the interest
you have taken in the movement.

Before concluding | desire to acknowledge the kind words
your Excellency has spoken regarding the late Sirdar, Sir
Dewa Singh, whose death I greatly deplore. He had the
satisfaction of knowing that his duty was done before death
removed him from among us.

It now only remains for me to again thank your Ex-
cellency and your Honor for the kind favours bestowed
upon me to-day, and to express a hope that the gracious
patronage which the Imperial Government has so long ex-
tended to my illustrious forefathers may ever be accorded
to me and my State, and that I may always continue to
enjoy the personal fricndship of your Excellency and Sir
James Lyall. 1 am sanguine that all my officials and my
people join with me when | express the prayer that the
British rule, which is the source of so many blessings to all
India, may ever uninterruptedly continue, and that God
Almighty may ever preserve the benign shadow of our
beloved and kind-hearted Sovereign, Her Majesty the
Queen-Empress, who is the fountain-head of all the boons
and blessings which the Princes and people of India enjoy.
(Loud appluuse.)
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{His Highness spoke clearly and without the slightest sign of nerv-
ousness, laying particular emphasis on the passage referring to the
loyalty of Patiala to the Imperial Crown.

On the conclusion of his speech the Maharaja was congratulated by
the Viceroy, the Lieutenant-Governor, the Foreign Secretary, and
the Chief Secretary to the Punjab Government, on his accession to the
musnud.,

The Maharaja’s brother and the State officials, civil and military,
then presented nazars, which were touched and remitted by the Vice-
roy. Attdr and pin were distributed, and the durbar came to a
close. The Viceroy left the palace under a salute of 31 guns.]

BANQUET AT PATIALA.

13rd Oct. 1890,  [On the evening of the day on which the installation of the Maha-
raja of Patiala by the Viceroy took place, His Highness entertained
His Excellency, the Lieutenant-Governor, and all the guests in the
Camp at Patiala at a State dinner in the public guest tent. The
Maharaja had a renewal of a recent attack of fever and was unable
to be present after dinner as he had intended. The Viceroy pro-
posed the health of His Highness in the following terms:—]

Your Honor, Ladies and Gentlemen,~I rise for the pur-
pose of proposing a toast, which [ think we ought certainly
to drink before we separate this evening. It is the health
of His Highness the Maharaja of Patiala. (Ckeers.) | had
hoped that His Highness would have joined us after dinner,
but I am sorry to say that I have just heard that a slight
return of the fever, from which His Highness was suffering
a few days ago, renders this impossible, The attack is not
a serious one, but His Highness is perfectly justified in
taking the usual precautions, and in avoiding exposure to
the cold night air. I shall, if you will permit me, in pra-
posing his health, mention briefly one or two matters of
local importance, and I make no apology for doing so, for I
think that all of us, whether we are connected with the State
or not, take an interest in Patiala affairs upon the present
occasion, (Hear, hear.)
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His Highness, this morning, in the course of the admirable
and well-delivered address to me, to which all of us listened
with so much pleasure, referred to the fact that, during his
minority, and under the wise guidance of the State Council,
Patiala had obtained the inestimable boon of connection
with the railway system of North-Western India. It will
be remembered that, when the construction of the line
between this place and Bhatinda was begun, the Govern-
ment of India undertook that it would, at a suitable time,
complete those communications either by an extension of
the line from Bhatinda to Bhawulpore, or by placing Bha-
tinda in communication, on the broad gauge, with Feroze-
pore to the north. I am able to say that we are prepared
to meet our obligation, and I belicve that the best mode of
giving effect to the promise will be found in laying a third
rail between Bhatinda and Ferozepore4-an arrangement
which will place Patiala in direct communication, without
break of gauge, with the great railway arteries which ex-
tend between Karachi and Peshawur, (Cheers.)

There is another matter in regard to which | wish
to say a few words. T have noticed, since my arrival in
the State, and upon other occasions, the fine appearance
of the Patiala State Troops (cheers), which have, during the
last two years, undergone training as part of what we
generally speak of as the  Imperial Service Corps,” and I
am, thanks to his Highness’s thoughtfulness, and to the
consideration of his illustrious neighbours, the Rajas of
Nabha and Jheend, to have, to-morrow, an opportunity
of seeing the troops of the three States on parade. Iam
glad to say that I have received from Lieutenant Colonel
Melliss, the officer specially entrusted with the inspection
of the Native States’ forces, the most satisfactory accounts
of the spirit, discipline, and efficiency of these troops.
Colonel Melliss, in the Report which he has just submitted
to the Government of India, says that “ the selected War
Service regiments of the Punjab are composed of exceed-
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ingly fine men, full of martial spirit, well behaved, content-
ed,’and cheerful;"’ that the whole of these men are subjects
of their own States, a point to which I attach the greatest
importance, and ‘ that they vie with one another to become
smart and- efficient;” and he adds that ¢ the Chiefs and
Rulers take the greatest possible interest inthem.” (Cheers.)
The cavalry of the Punjab States was sufficiently trained to
admit of its attending the Cavalry Camp at Muridki last
year, where they took part in the march past and were
noticed with approval by His Excellency the Commander-
in-Chief, They were afterwards inspected by the Inspector-

General of Cavalry, than whom there is no higher authority
upon all questions connected with cavalry, and who on

parade complimented them highly on their smart and soldier-
like appearance and the satisfactory progress which they
had made. (Cheers.) It is a noticeable fact that, on the
march to and from the Muridki Camp, the little force con-
ducted itself admirably, and in such a manner that I believe
not a single complaint was made against it by the villagers
of the country through which it passed. (Ckeers.)

Now, ladies and gentlemen, it is particularly agreeable to
me to refer to this subject in this place, because the great
movement commenced by my predecessor, Lord Dufferin,
with the object of assigning to these forces, and those of other
loyal Indian States, a place in the defensive system of the
Indian Empire, may be said to have had its public inception
in Patiala. (Cheers.) Many of those who are listening to
me will probably recollect Lord Dufferin’s speech upon this
subject, when, in 1888, upon the occasion of His Highness's
marriage, my predecessor unfolded his scheme in the Dur-
bar then held in His Highness’s palace. It was upon that
memorable occasion that the Viceroy for the first time an.
nounced his intention—1I will use his own words—* of aske
" mg those Chiefs who have specnally good ﬁghtmg material
“ in their armies to raise a portion of those armies to such
“ a pitch of general efficiency as will make them fit to go
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* into action side by side with the Imperial troops.” Lord
Dufferin’s speech was followed by large offers from the
principal Native States of all parts of India, and, although
it was impossible to accept all of these, we have, I am glad
to say, during the two years which have passed since the
speech was delivered, made an excellent commencement,
There are at present under training, in round numbers, 6,400
Cavalry, and about 7,000 Infantry, a body of men well dis.
ciplined, thoroughly equipped, and in point of military
spirit and fighting qualities, fully fitted to take their place
in the general system of Imperial Defence, and I feel no
doubt that, as time goes on, we shall see our way to accept-
ing wholly or in part some of the numerous other offers
which are still open to us. (Cheers.) The case is, how-
ever, one in which I am amxious to proceed carefully and
deliberately, making sure of each step which we take before
attempting a further advance. (/ear, kear.) | have often
heard it said that the numbers which I have just given you,
although they represent a material addition to our resources,
might easily have bcen exceeded, and that, with a little
judicious pressure on our part, there would have been no
difficulty in obtaining thc adhesion of a number of States.
which have up to the present time taken no part in asso-
ciating themselves with the movement. I must frankly say
that this complaint is not one which causes me many mis-
givings, and | own that, if the Government of India is to be
found fault with in connection with this subject, I would far
sooner that we should be blamed for moving rather too.
slowly than rather too fast. (/ear, hear,) 1 have given
my anxious consideration to this question, and I have come
to the conclusion that we ought, on no account, to accept
assistance of this kind from the Feudatory States, except
in cases where there is the clearest possible evidence to
show, first, that the Ruler of the State in question is
honestly and sincerely desirous of placing his troops at our
disposal, and estecms it an honour to have those troops

Q
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brought into a line with those of the Imperial Government ;
secondly, that such service will not impose too heavy a
burden on the State, and that there is to be found amongst
its people a genuine and a loyal desire to accept such
service ; and, thirdly, that there exists in the troops them-
selves that military spirit so conspicuous in some of the
races of India, and which has given to our Native Army some
of the finest fighting material in the world. The essence of
the whole scheme is that there should be no compulsion in
the matter, and that only those States should be singled out
which are not only willing, but anxious to bear their part with
us in defending the Empire in the hour of need. (Cheers.)

I will add one word more of explanation. If these are
the lines upon which we are to work, it is, in my belief,
essential that we should, as far as possible, jealously
preserve the individuality of the force which each State is
permitted to contribute.| We wish to make these State
forces a matter of personal pride and emulation amongst
the Ruling Chiefs, and, for this reason, I have persistently
turned a deaf ear to all offers, however generous, which
have been made to me of assistance in money in lieu of in
men. (Cheers) We are not seeking to levy an Imperial
defence cess upon the Native States, and, for the same
reason, [ have discouraged several very well-meant proposals
which have from time to time been put forward for the
formation of composite corps made up of small contributions
of men from a number of the minor States. If such contri-
butions had been accepted, it would have been necessary
to merge these small bodies of troops into one or more
larger forces, which would not be representative of any
particular State, but of a group or body of States. There
would, under such an arrangement, have been no room for
esprit de corps or the pride of each individual State in its
own force. I hope therefore that you will agree with me
in ‘thinking that such offers, however creditable to those
who made them, were inconsistent with the principles
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which | have just enunciated, and that I was right in declin-
ing them.  (Cheers.)

The essential idea of the scheme is that we should select,
with the utmost care, the States which are to be allowed
to take a part in it, and that each of these States should
provide a small force of its own, composed of its own sub-
jects, and officered by its own gentry, identified as much
as possible with its own interests, and, in time of peace,
entirely under its own control. (Cheers.) Now it has been
very satisfactory to me to find that amongst the first to
give their adhesion to this great and important movement
has been the State of Patiala. ' (Ckeers.) As His Highness
reminded us in his speech this morning, the comradeship of
the British and Patiala forces is no new thing, It is now
some 75 years since they first werc companions in arms
during the Nepal War. Later again, in the dark days of the
Mutiny, good service, still fresh in our memories, was ren-
dered by His Highness's grandfather, Maharaja Narendra
Singh, and the Patiala contingent, and at a still more recent
date, during the Afghan War, a Patiala force served with
distinction with the British Army. I feel confident that
the troops which we shall see to-morrow will, in case of
need, prove themselves no unworthy inheritors of these
honourable traditions, (Cheers.)

Ladies and Gentlemen, | must apologisc for having
detained you so long. It remains for me only, before I
resume my seat, to ask you to join me in drinking the
health of His Highness. | am sure that every lady and
gentleman at this table will unite with me in cordially
wishing him long life and happiness, and in hoping that he
may be spared for many years to continue the useful work
which he has already begun. (Cheers.) Of the friendship
and support of the Government of India His Highness may
rest assured, and I trust, that, not only while I remain in
india, but long after I have left the country, I may have the
pleasure of watching from a distance the career which has
opened so auspiciously to-day, and of knowing that his

02
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public and private life are building up for him a reputation
for wisdom, justice, and integrity, and strengthening the
bond of good-will which has for so long united the State of
Patiala to the British Empire.

Ladies and Gentlemen, | give you the health of His
Highness the Maharaja of Patiala.

[The toast was very warmly seceived.]

PARADE OF IMPERIAL SERVICE TROOPS AT PATIALA.

24th Oct, 1890. [On the morning of the 24th October, the Viceroy witnessed a
parade of the Imperial Service Troops belonging to the Patiala, Jhind
and Nabha States. 'l'he troops were drawn up on the plain at Kheri-
ka-Kublar, some three miles from the camp at Patiala. The Maharaja
rode with the Viceroy, the Lieutenant-Governor and their respective
Staffs to the parade.ground, where they were received by Colonel
Melliss, the Chief Inspecting Officer of Imperial Service Troops
in India, and the British officers employed under him in the Punjab,
Captain Blythe, 10th Bengal Lancers, Captain Hogg, 14th Sikhs, and
Lieutenant Harris, 11th Bengal Infantry. The strength of the trocps
paraded was as followss—1ist Patiala Lancers, 400; Jhind Lancers,
113; Nabha Lancers, 108; rst Patiala Infantry, 824; 13t Jhind
Infantry, 479; 1st Nabha Infantry, 492; total of all ranks, 2,416.
The troops received the Viceroy in line, in open order, with a royal
salute. His Excellency, accompanied by the Licutenant Governor, the
Mabharaja, Colonel Melliss and their respective Staffs, and escorted
by a troop of the 1oth Bengal Lancers, then rode slowly along
the line inspecting each regiment in turn, His Excellency subsequently
took up his post at the saluting flag and the march past began, after
which the troops formed line of quarter columns, advanced in review
order, and gave a royal salute. The Viceroy then rode out and ade
dressed Colonel Melliss in the following terms : —]

Colonel Melliss,—Before I leave the ground I desire to
express to you the great satisfaction which it has given me
to see this fine body of troops on parade. The reports
which you have recently submitted to the Government of
India left me in no doubt that the forces of the three States
had made excellent progress in the period during which
they have been subject to your inspection, and that their
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efficiency, discipline and equipment were in the highest
degree creditable. I am glad to have seen with my own
eyes how much you, and the officers under you, have been
able to achieve in this direction, in a comparatively short
space of time, and I feel no doubt that, as you yourselves
have acknowledged in the reports to which | refer, the large
measure of success which has been obtained would not, in
the case of the Patiala troops, have been arrived at without
the support of His Highness the Maharaja, who has taken
so strong a personal interest in this important movement.
I shall be much obliged if you will kindly cause my approval
to be notified to the different regiments, in orders.

[Colonel Melliss in reply, said :=]

Your Excellency, Your Hosnor,~~On behalf of the
officers, non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the Im-
perial Service Corps of Patiala, Jhind and Nabha, I respect-
fully offer our grateful thanks for your Excellency’s appre-
ciation of the efficiency they have attained. They have yet
much to learn and have only reached the half-way-house on
the road to the goal we mean to gain. What has been
achieved is chiefly due to the high military spirit and cheer-
ful contentment of the men, to the earnest desire on the part
of the officers and non-commissioned officers to learn their
work, and to the ever ready and constant support, in all
matters military, and the keen interest taken in their soldier
subjects, by the Maharaja of Patiala, the Raja of Nabha, and
the Council of Regency in Jhind. Sir, I have been associat-
ed with these corps for now nearly two years. and I feel
sure that should the day ever come for united India to un-
sheath her sword in defence of the frontier, the Imperial
Service Troops of the Punjab Chiefs will bring to themselves
and their masters both fame and honour, and add a brilliant
page to the history of Imperial India. Your Excellency's
words of appreciation will be translated and read out at the
head of every corps.
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VISIT TO NABHA.

{Leaving Patiala on the afternoon of the 24th October, the Viceroy,
accompanied by the Licutenant-Governor, proceeded to Nabha, where
His Excellency and His Honor were received by the Raja and his
officials and driven to an extensive and most artistically laid out camp
which had been pitched by His Highness some distance from the
Railway Station. The evening was passed in the exchange of ceremo-
nial visits and in seeing the various places of interest. At 8 p.M. the
Raja of Nabha entertained the Viceroy, the Lieutenant-Governor and
their respective Staffs at dinner in the Fort. After dinner the Raja
entered and took his geat between the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-
Governor. His Excellency having proposed the health of the Queen.Em-
press, again rose and proposed His Highness’s health as follows :—]

Your Honor and Gentlemen,—| rise to ask you to
join me in drinking to the health of His Highness the Raja
of Nabha. I wish, in the first place, to thank him, and I
am sure you will allow me to do so in your name, as well as
in my own, for the generous hospitality with which he has
entertained us, although our visit was nccessarily a very
brief one. His Highness has made the most complete and
thoughtful arrangements for our comfort, and, short as my
stay in the State has been, | hope His Highness will regard
it as a proof of the good-will and confidence of the Govern-
ment of India. The Government of India regard His High-
ness as a staunch friend and ally who has well earned the
distinguished Order of the Star of India which he wears
upon his breast. The State of Nabha has, on more than
one occasion, proved its loyalty to the Crown. At the time
of the Mutiny, the then ruling chief co-operated with, and
rendered good service to, us, and during the Afghan War
Nabha was one of the seven States which sent contingents in
aid of the British forces. More recently His Highness has
placed a part of his forces under special training, in order to
fit them to serve with the troops of the Queen-Empress in
the event of a great Imperial emergency. This morning [
had the pleasure of reviewing those troops on parade. I
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had already heard from Colonel Melliss, the officer specially
entrusted with the inspection of the Imperial Service Corps,
of the progress whish they have made, of the martial spirit
which they have displayed, and of the interest which His
Highness takes in them. I am sure he would have been
pleased had he seen their performance on the parade-ground
this morning.

Let me, in conclusion, express to your Highness the
pleasure which it has given me to become personally ac-
quainted with you. Last year, much to my regret, you
were prevented by ill-health from meeting me. This year
you were kind enough to come to Simla to visit me, and
you have now been able to receive me hospitably in your
own capital. [ assure you that [ greatly value your friend-
ship, and that [ hope I may continue to enjoy it. Let us
now drink tothe health and prosperity of His Highness,

" The toast having been warmly responded to, Mr. Fanshawe

translated His Excellency’s remarks for His Highness, when
the latter rose and, in brief and well chosen words, expressed
the pleasure which it gave him to see His Excellency in his
capital. Under the benign rule of Her Majesty, His High-
ness went on to say, he enjoyed an amount of liberty and
security beyond his aspirations, and it was his constant
and sincere desire to serve the British- Government to the
utmost of his ability, The British Government was a bless-
ing to the Native States in general, and to the Phulkian
States, to which group he belonged, in particular. He
earnestly prayed for the health of ifer Majesty and the
Royal Family. His Highness concluded by expressing his
gratitude to His Excellency for the kind terms.in which he
had proposed his health,

[The party then adjourned to the terrace and witnessed an excel-
lent display of fireworks in the courtsyard below, 7The city and the
approaches to the station were brilliantly illuminated,

The Viceroy’s special train left at midnight, His Excellency being

_accompanied to the station by His Highness and the Lieutenant.
Governer,  Sir James Lyall took leave of the Viceroy here.]
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psth Oct. 8go, [The Viceroy arrived at Ulwar at 5 p.M. on the 25th October, and
was received at the Railway Station by the Maharaja, Colonel
G. H. Trevor, Agent to the Governor-General for Rajputana, Colonel
Muir, the Political Agent, and the Chief State Officials, A guard-of-
honour from the Imperial State Troops was in attendance, and a
salute was fired by the Maharaja’s own battery of artillery. The
Viceroy, accompanied by the Maharaja, drove to the Banni Bilas
Palace, where His Excellency and party were accommodated during
their stay. In the course of the evening, ceremonial visits were ex.
changed between His Excellency and His Highness, after which the
Maharaja entertained the Viceroy and his party at dinner in the city
Palace. At the conclusion of dinner the Maharaja entered and took
his seat near the Viceroy, The first toast drunk was that of the Queen-
Empress, in proposing which the Maharaja took the opportunity of
saying that Her Majesty had no more loyal feudatory in her wide
Empire than himself, and that the height of his ambition was to have
an opportunity of showing his loyalty by leading in person his troops in
the service of the Empire.  He asked his guests to join him in wishing
Her Most Gracious Majesty long life, health, and prosperity, and for
the Royal Family every blessing and happiness,

The terms in which the Maharaja proposed the Viceroy’s health
were :—]

I would express the great pleasure it is to me to be
honoured by the presence in my State of Her Majesty’s
representative, My only regret is that His Excellency
is mot accompanied by Lady Lansdowne. My hope is that,
on the next occasion, they will together be able to pay
Ulwar a longer visit. ! trust His Excellency will be
pleased with all he sees in Ulwar, especially with the Im.
perial Service Troops. I ask you to drink the health of
Lord and Lady Lansdowne, and may His Lordship's period
of office be a successful one.

[His Excellency, in replying, spoke as follows :—]

Your Highness, Colonel Trevor, Ladies and Gentle-
men,—1 have to thank Your Highness for the kindly words
ia which you have welcomed. me to the State of Ulwer
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and in which you have referred to my visit, 1 may be
permitted to share your regret that it should have
been impossible for Lady Lansdowne to accompany me.
She had looked forward to a tour in Rajputana, and it was
-only because it was absolutely necessary for her to revisit
England for a few months that she gave up her intention
-of accompanying me. For myself, Maharaja, let me say
what pleasure it gives me to find myself your guest here.
This is the second annual tour which I have taken since
my arrival in India. | was anxious to devote the first to
seeing something of those important defences, which had
been created, or which-were in progress for securing the
British Empire from attack from without, I propose to
devote the carlier part of my second tour to making myself
acquainted with some of the most important of those
‘Rajput States, which have played so conspicuous a part in
the history of this country, and which we are justified in
regarding as not only one of the most interesting, but one
of the most loyal sections of British India. (Hear, kear,
and applause.)

I am glad to be able to tender to your Highness within
your own capital my assurance not only of my personal
regard for you, but of the good-will and approbation of the
Government of India, (Hear, kear.) Your Highness has
shown yourself a capable and painstaking ruler, and the
condition of your State shows that its affairs have been
carefully administered. (A4pplause) Your Highness has,
I am glad to learn, evinced considerable interest in the
education of your subjects, an interest which we have a
right to expect from one who was, I believe, the first
student admitted at the Mayo College at Ajmere, which [
hope to visit within the next few days. (Hear, hear.) You
have been liberal in your support of hospitals, and more es-
pecially in your encouragement of the movement initiated by
Lady Dufferin and connected with her name.  (Applause.)
You are in the habit of freely visiting different portions of
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your State and of personally satisfying yourself with regard
to the wants and condition of the cultivators. (Hear,
hear)) Nor must I forget to mention the efforts which
your Highness has made to place a portion of your forces
in a high state of military discipline and efficiency, soasto
render them fit to serve in the field with our armies in the
event of a national emergency. (f/ear, hear,and applause.)
Some of these troops I have already had an opportunity of
seeing for a few moments, and I look forward to inspecting
the whole of them on parade before [leave Ulwar. To the
success of this important movement two conditions are in-
dispensable, on the one hand a martial spirit, and good
fighting qualities amongst the troops themselves,—charac-
teristics ' which are certainly not absent in the case of
your subjects—and, on the other, the close interest and
personal support of the Chief himself. (Hear, hear.) The
latter condition has, 1 am glad to say, been complied with
in a most consplcuous manner in your Highness's case.
(Applause.)

I believe I am right in saying that your Highness was the
first Indian Prince to place your troops under special dis-
cipline for ImperialService, and that.even before the publica-
tion of the scheme announced by Lord Dufferin, two years
ago, you had a carefully sclected body of troops in training
under the supervision of a British Officer with the object
of placing them at the disposal of Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment. (A4pplause)) The State of Ulwar may therefore fairly
claim to have been first in the field. Your Highness has
yourself the honour of holding a Colonel’s Commission in
the British Army, and I hope, before [ leave Ulwar, to see
you taking command of your own troops. (A4pplause.) That
your Highness wishes these soldierlike instincts to be per-
petuated amongst the Rulers of Ulwar is, I think, proved
by the fact that your son, who is only 10 years of age, al-
ready has a Resaldar’s Commission in the Cadet Corps and
will be in his place on parade next Monday. (Applause.)
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I have heard with much pleasure of your thoughtfulness
not only for the efficiency of your regiment, but also for
the comfort and well-being of the men. [ learn that you
are in the habit of yourself inspecting the recruits before
allowing them to be admitted, and Colonel Melliss informs
me that the result of your care and thoroughness has
been that a sense of the utmost contentment prevails
throughout the entire force. (A4pplause.) Your liberal ex-
penditure of no less than six lakhs in providing them with
suitable barracks will, I have no doubt, go far in securing
this object. (Applause.)

I now, Gentlemen, beg to propose to you the health of
Ris Highness the Maharaja, and, in doing so, [ am sure I am
only expressing the hope of all prescnt that the serious
illness from which His Highness was suffering a short time
ago has entirely passcd away, and that he has returned
from his visit to the Australian possessions of Her Majes-
ty,a visit which [ hope has not only thoroughly restored him
to health but given him an opportunity of seeing something
of that great British Empire, of which I am sure he is proud
that the State of Ulwar forms part and parcel. (Loxd and
continued applause.) Ladies and Gentlemen, I now give
you the health of His Highness, and I hope that he may be
spared for many years to continue the useful works which
he has in hand.

[The toast was very warmly reccived, the Maharaja acknowledg.
ing it in a few cordial words. The Viceroy then rose with the other
guests to inspect the collection of rare arms, books, manuscripts and
curiosities which were laid out in an adjoining room. Afterwards
the party ascended to the roof of the palace to witness the illumina-
tions of the city and a display of fireworks.

At Ulwar His Excellency’s party was joined by Colonel G, H.
Trevor, Agent to the Governor-General for Rajputana, Lieutenant-
Colonel G. F. L, Marshall, Secretary to the Agent, Governor-General
for Rajputana and Central India, Public Works Department, and
Lieutenant K. D. Erskine, First Assistant to the Agent, Gavernore
General for Rajputana.]
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INSPECTION OF IMPERIAL SERVICE TROOPS AT
ULWAR.

s7th Oct, 18go.  [On Monday morning, the 27th October, the Viceroy inspected the
Imperial Service Troops of Ulwar. Lord Lansdowne, accompanied
by Colonel Trevor, Colonel Muir, His Excellency’s personal staff,
and the Maharaja’s son, a Resaldar of Cavalry, aged 10 years, rode
to the parade-ground, where he was received by the Maharaja, who
commanded the troops in person. These consisted of four squadrons
of Lancers (492) and 820 Infantry. At the close of the inspection the
Viceroy addressing His Highness said :—])

Maharaja,—Before I leave the ground I wish to ex-
press the pleasurc it has given me to see the Ulwar Im-
perial Service Troops on parade, and I desire to compli-
ment you upon thcir admirable steadiness, and upon the
precision with which they have gone through the move-
ments | have just witnessed,

I should also like to tell you how much I have been
struck by the workmanlike character of the equipment of
the men, an equipment which has obviously been contrived
with the idea of fitting them not only for the requirements
of the parade-ground but for those of active service in the
field.

I have also been much pleased by the appearance
of the horses and by the excellent manner in which they
are turned out and groomed. If you will be kind enough,
Maharaja, to cause it to be stated in orders that I was
much satisfied with all | saw this morning, I shall be ex-
tremely obliged to you. ,

Let me say, in conclusion, that [ am sure that the troops
present to-day must have felt great pride in being handled
upon the parade-ground by your Highness.
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ADDRESS FROM THE AJMERE MUNICIPALITY,

[The Viceroy, accompanied by Colonel G. 1. Trevor, arrived at
Ajmere at 8 o’clock on the morning of the 28th October, On the
platform were the Chiefs of Bundi, Bikanir, Kotah, Kishengarh, Tonk,
and Tehri, with a number of Istumrardars, or petty chiefs in British
territory. The Viceroy. who was received by Colonel Biddulph, Com-
missioner of Ajmere, first inspected the Volunteer guard-of-honour,
after which the Chiefs were presented to His Excellency. The mem-
bers of the Ajmere Municipality were assembled in an adjacent hall,
and here an address of welcome was presented to His Excellency by
the Chairman, Colanel Loch., Its general tenor may be judged from
the points to which the Viceroy referred in his reply, which was as
follows :~}

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Ajmere Municipal
Council,—1 return you my cordial thanks for the manner
in which you have welcomed me to the ancient capital of
Rajputana, and I take note, with satisfaction, of the ex-
pression of loyalty to the British Rule, and of attachment
to the Person and Throne of Her Majesty the Qucen-
Empress which you have placed in the forefront of your
address.

I 'am glad to find that you prize, as it deserves to be
prized, the privilege of Local Self-Government conferred
upon your city six years ago, and that the Municipality has,
during the years which have since elapsed, been able to
effect substantial improvements conducive to the comfort
and well-being of the people whose interests are commit-
ted to your charge. You are justified in assigning a con.
spicuous place amongst the most important of such im-
provements to measures affecting the health of the com-
munity, and of these none is more important than that of
providing it with a supply of pure water. All recent
investigations tend to show that the possession of such a
supply is a condition to the absence of which are due most
of those epidemic diseases which have from time to time
occasioned such terrible ravages in different parts of the
country,

I trust that [ may interpret your reference to the subject

28th Oct. 1890,
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of Local Self-Government as indicating your consciousness
that the privilege—and you are correct in speaking of it
as a privilege—is one which confers upon those who enjoy
it, not only extensive rights, but far-reaching obligations,
The Government of India has watched, and will continue
to watch, with the closest interest, the manner in which
those obligations are discharged in the different centres of
population in which this great experiment is receiving a
trial. That Government is ready to encourage this and
other Municipalities in their struggle with the difficulties
which confront them, by granting them all the assistance
which they can legitimately expect. Such encouragement
can, however, only be afforded to those who show them.
selves worthy of it, and I may be allowed to express my
hope that in Ajmere, where much wealth has undoubtedly
accumulated under the protection, and indirectly through
the agency of the British Government, in a manner peculiar
to a large city surrounded by, and having dealings with,
Native States, your leading and wealthiest citizens will
show, by the active interest which they take in the affairs
of the Municipality, and by their liberal support of all
schemes of public utility, that they are alive to their
responsibilities in this matter,

I am given to understand that the sanitary arrangements
of your town and neighbourhood still require your closest
and most sustained attention, and I am not without hope
that you may yet be able to secure for yourselves an even
more satisfactory solution of the difficulties connected
with your water supply, than that which has been provided
in your present scheme for pumping water from the Ana
Sagar Lake. The young Municipalities of India have a
right to iusist that too much should not be expected from
them at the outset of their career. 1 am sure, however,
that you will believe that I am only giving you the advice
of a true friend to Municipal Government, when I express
my hope that each and every one of the Municipal Com-
missioners of Ajmere will take a personal and practical
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interest in maintaining the efficiency of those municipal
institutions, and in securing the observance of those muni-
cipal laws, of which he is a constituted guardian, You are
fortunate in having the assistance of officers belonging to
the staff of the Railway who may be trusted to contribute
their intelligence and energy to the work which devolves
upon you. There are, moreover, many capable officers of
the Government, both European and Indian, upon whose
assistance you can count, and you have been exceptionally
fortunate in obtaining the guidance of a Chairman—the
Revd. Dr. Husband—to whose signal services in this
respect my attention was;. | remember, drawn by Colone)
Walter soon after my arrival in India.. Dr. Husband has,
I understand, been replaced during his absence on leave
by Colonel Loch, who will no doubt prove a most efficient
substitute. With such materials as these you should have
no difficulty in achieving in future a large measure of suc-
cess, and in making the Ajmere Municipality a model for
other local Governments. | trust that you will accomplish
this result ; that you will not be content to allow the whole
weight of the burden to rest upon willing shoulders like
those of your late and present Chairman ; and that in your
deliberations in Council and in Committee you will show
yourself wise and business-like, and averse to the waste of
public time in mere empty discussion.

Be assured, Gentlemen, of my cordial sympathy with you,
and of my earnest hope that your important duties may be
discharged in such a manner as to earn for you the grati.
tude of the people of this State and the thanks of the
Government.

I have only to add the expression of my regret that it
should have been impossible for Lady Lansdowne, to whom
you have gracefully referred, to accompany me during this
portion of my tour. I trust that she may have another
opportunity of visiting Rajputana and your interesting and
important city. :
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DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES AT THE MAYO COLLEGE,

[On the evening of the 3oth October, a large number of the Euroe
pean and Native residents of Ajmere assembled in the principal hall
of the Mayo College to witness the distribution of the prizes to the
students by the Viceroy. The College is entirely devoted to the edu-
cation and training of the young Rajput Chiefs and Sardars who
reside in it.

Colonel Loch, Principal of the College, received His Excellency
and Colonel Trevar, and then read an address, giving an account
of the work done by the institution' during the past year. Attention
was drawn to the fact thal fifteen prizes were given for proficiency in
games, and the hope was expressed that the Viceroy would regard
with favour the number of rewards allotted for riding and athletics,
The interest of the Rajputana Chiefs in the College was proved by
their gift of 22 prizes annually. The Viceroy’s prize had been won by
Kanwat Dalpat Singh of Manadar Sirohi, and Lady Lansdowne’s, by
Maharaja Jai Singh of Bamolia, Kotah. His Highness the Maharao
Umaid Singh of Kotah was selected by the votes of the students
for the good-conduct prize medal. Colonel Loch added: “It is of
course impossible that the work of such an institution as this can pro.
ceed without having many difficulties to'contend against, or that unie
formly faultless results can be achieved, But the presence of the Vice-
roy, the Agent to the Governor-General, and several members of the
College council, should convince all present that the management are
endeavouring to carry out, to the best of their ability, the wishes of the
distinguished and lamented Statesman whose name the College bears,

The Viceroy then rose and spoke as follows :—]

Colonel Trevor, Your Highnesses, Studenls of the
Mayo College, Ladies and Gentlemen,—It has given me
great pleasure to be present on this occasion and to listen
to the President’s account of the condition and prospects
of the College. No educational institution in India is, in
my eyes, more interesting or remarkable than this. It is
an attempt to engraft upon the old aristocratic society of
Rajputana, a form of education adapted to the requires
ments of that society but to a large extent derived from,
and inspired by, that of which we Englishmen are so just-
ly proud—I mean the kind of education which the flowes
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of our English youth receives at the great public schools.
This experiment at once bears witness to the discernment
of the British Statesman, whose name will, I hope, always
remain connected with this College, and to the munificent
liberality of the great Rajput Houses, to whose gene-
rous contributions the College owes these splendid build-
ings, and the endowment upon which it depends,

The College has now been 15 years in existence, and I
hope we may regard its success as fully assured. Some
200 young Chiefs and members of the best families in Raj-
putana have received, or are receiving, here a training both
of body and mind which will, T have no doubt, stand them
in good stead, and which will enable them to discharge,
with credit to themselves and to their race, the duties
which they will have to perform when they arrive at full
age.

What is most wanting to ensure the future success of
the College is that the leading Chiefs and Rulers of Raj-
putana should give it their cordial support, They can
do so in many ways, They have already done so by the
exercise of a liberality which rendered it possible to incur
an expenditure of nearly four lakhs upon these buildings,
and over eight lakhs upon the endowment fund. I confess,
however, that what would be even more satisfactory to me
than this, would be to find a general disposition on the part
of the whole of the ruling families of Rajputana to send
their sons here,

As members of one of the oldest aristocracies in India,
I can well understand that the Chiefs and Nobles of Raj-
putana should be animated by what we should call a strong
conservative feeling, and that you should regard with sus.
picion any form of education which might have the effect
of breaking down traditions or customs to which you
are attached, There is, however, nothing in the education
which your sons will receive here which need do violence
tosuch a feeling. That education need not tend to weaken
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your loyalty to your own race, or your reverence for
the long line of brave men from whom you are descended.
Depend upon it, gentlemen, that a Rajput Noble will not
find his usefulness as a Thakur impaired, because he has
acquired herc some of the qualities which we endeavour to
instil into a young English gentleman of good family. It
is an education for which we claim that it will, in the first
place, engender amongst these young men that healthy
spirit of emulation, that love of fair-play, and that ability to
control their temper, which arc produced by the healthy
life of a public school, but which are rarely the result of the
education given to a boy in his own home. In the next
place, it is an education which will encourage the youths
of Rajputana to acquire proficiency in manly sports and
out-of-door exercises, and which will give them, not only
sound minds, but sound and vigorous bodies, and develop
those manly qualities, for the possession of which the Raj-
put race is proverbial.

But, Ladies and Gentlemen, while the education given
to the students of the Mayo College is designed to achieve
the results to which I have just briefly referred, we must
not forget that it is also intended to enable the students to
obtain a knowledge, not only of your own literature, but of
the English language, and of some of thoSe subjects which
are regarded as essential in a Western education. Tattach
the greatest importance to this point because, unless the
Rulers and Nobles in this part of India are prepared to ob-
tain for their sons a certain amount of this kind of educa-
tion, the rising generation of Rajputana will infallibly find
themselves unable to take the place to which they are en-
titled amongst the communities of modern India. Without
some knowledge of these subjects they will, in the first
place, be unable to understand the official language of the
country, to read our books and newspapers, or to appre-
ciate our policy or our motives. They will find that all
these things are unintelligible to them, and that it will be



Speeckes by H. E. the Marguis of Lansdorwne. 213

Distribution of Prises at the Mayo College,

out of their power to afford us that useful co-operation
which we have a right to expect at their hands, and which
they are, I am sure, ready to supply. [ should be sorry
indeed if, by neglect in these respects, the Rajput aristo-
cracy were to allow itself to fall behind and to be outstrip-
ped by others, In times gone by the different races by
which this country is inhabited were engaged in an unceas-
ing struggle for existence—a struggle in which the fittest
owed their survival to their pre-eminence in those qualities
which enabled them to hold their own upen the battle-field.
In these days of assured peace which all of us enjoy under
the Empire of Her Majesty that struggle is no longer car-
ried on; and, 2lthough I am far from saying that the day
has passed when cither the British Government, or the peo-
ple of India, can afford to be indifferent to the cultivation of
those martial qualites for which the Rajput race has always
been conspicuous, we cannot conceal from ourselves that
such qualities alone do not suffice to make a people prosper-
ous, or powerful, or to enable any section of the commu-
nity to hold a foremost place in the public estimation. I
trust that the Rajput race will not be content to rest
its reputation upon those splendid qualities of courage,
endurance, and gallantry in the field, which it displayed
in the historical times to which I have referred, and that
it will seek in future years to maintain, and add to, that
reputation by taking the place to which it is entitled
amongst the cultivated and cnlightened communities of
modern India.

[am glad to sce before me a number of gentlemen,
whom, if this were an English institution, we should de-
scribe as the “ old boys” of the Mayo College. Ihave been
at different times connected with the management of several
of our best known English educational institutions, and I
have always been struck by the interest shown in them by
those who had been educated within their walls. A sort of

freemasonry grows up amongst the old pupils of a great
P2
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school—a freemasonry which, with us, often lasts through
life, and which, I believe, has frequently been the means of
stimulating young Englishmen to an active and useful
career, in the hope that, by following such a career, they
may reflect credit, not only upon themselves, but upon the
institution in which they were brought up. Perhaps I may
be allowed to mention to you, in this connection, that
during the past summer a little party of old Eton boys met
together on the anniversary day of that famous school, at
which I had the good fortune to receive my education—a
little party which included the Commander-in-Chief—Sir
Frederick Roberts—the Lieutenant-Governor and one or
two high officials of the Punjab, and the Viceroy of India,
together with several members of his Staff; and 1 will
venture to say that although a good many years have
passed since the senior members of that little gathering
had been at the old school, their feelings of affection for it
were every whit as strong as upon the day when they left
it. (Appiause.) 1 trust that a feeling of this kind will come
into existence amongst the historical families of Raj-
putana, and that we shall find the Chiefs and Nobles, who
have received their education at the Mayo College, anxious
to show by their conduct that they have not forgotten the
lessons learnt there when they were lads. (Continued
applause.)

I desire in conclusion, Mr. Principal, to express to you
my acknowledgment of the excellent services which you
have been able to render to the College, in the affairs of
which you have taken so deep an interest. (Applause) It
has, I assure you, given me the greatest pleasure to accept
your invitation and to meet so large a number of the
friends and students of the College. (Applause.)

I will now, Mr. Principal, with your permission proceed
to distribute the prizes. The list is a long one, but it is
not too long when we consider, upon the one hand, that
no less than 22 of the Rajputana Chiefs have been good
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enough to offer special rewards to the students, and, upon
the other, that those rewards are intended to recognise,
not only proficiency in studies, but also pre-eminence in
good-conduct, and excellence in out-of-door exercises and
games. It gives me much pleasure to observe amongst
the names of the prize winners those of several of the lead-
ing chiefs, notably the Maharao of Kotah, (applause),
and I noticed with satisfaction the terms of high com-
mendation in which you spoke of the conduct of Kun-
war Dalpat Singh, of Manadar Sirohi, who is ending
a long and most honourable career at the College, and
of Maharaja Jai Singh of Bamolia, Kotah, a young prince
of very high character, who has been successful in arriving
at distinction not only as a student of the Hindi language,
but also for his exemplary conduct, and perhaps I may add,
for his attainments as a fieldsman at cricket, (A4pplause.)
We shall watch the career of these young men, and [ beg
to be permitted to offer them my sincere congratulations
and good wishes. (Loud and continued applause.)

[The Viceroy then proceeded to distribute the prizes, alter which
Colonel Trevor rose to request His Excellency to unveil a portrait of
Sir Edward Bradford which hung in the hail. In doing so he spoke
as follows :—]

Your Excellency,—On behalf of many friends and ad-
mirers of Sir Edward Bradford, European and Native,
I have to request Your Excellency to be kind enough to
unveil the portrait of him which is to remain in the hall of
this College to mark his long connection with Rajputana
as the Agent to the Governor-General and Chief Commis-
sioner of Ajmere and Merwara.

It may seem a little strange to some of those who sub-
scribed towards this memorial that, although it is now nearly
four years since Sir Edward Bradford left Rajputana, his
portrait has not yet been made public. The explanation
of this is that Art is long, and eminent artists require
many sittings; also, that when a portrait is painted in
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England it has usually to be exhibited in the Rayal Aca.
demy; and so it has come to pass that, only last February,
this portrait was received in India, just in time to miss
Sir Edward Bradford, after he had passed through Raj-
putana with Prince Albert Victor. This seemed at the
time a piece of very bad luck, but when we heard that
Your Excellency proposed to visit Rajputana we felt that
good fortune was in store for us, especially when you
kindly consented upon this public occasion to unveil this
portrait.

To the many here present who knew Sir Edward Brad-
ford, it is unnecessary for me now to speak of the various
qualities which made him an object of admiration to most
of us, including the boys of this College, and to all the
Chiefs of Rajputana, a real friend. I will simply ask Your
Excellency without prolonging these remarks to unveil his
portrait and declare it open to the public view. (Lond
and continued applause.)

[His Excellency then rose and spoke as follows :—]

Colonel Trevor, Your Highnesses, Ladies and Gentle-
men, —It is my agreeable duty to unveil the portrait of Sir
Edward Bradford which hangs upon the walls of this room,
Sir Edward Bradford is so well known to many of those
whom [ have the honour of addressing, so much better
known probably than he is to me, that | feel that any testi-
mony which 1 might bear to his character and public ser-
vices in this country may fall somewhat ﬁatly upon your
ears. His career in India was a long and eventful one.
He came out in 1854 at the early age of 18. In 1856 we
find him proceeding to Persia under General Jacob and re-
ceiving the Persian War medal for that campaign. Shortly
after his return to India he was appointed to Mayne’s
Horse and obtained the command of that regimentin 1859,
and afterwards that of the Central India Horse. It was
while serving with these regiments that he obtained politi-
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cal employment, first as Assistant to the Agent to the
Governor-General for Western Malwa, and afterwards as
Political Agent at Goona. During the mutiny he had his
share of service in the field, and was twice mentioned in
despatches besides receiving the Indian Mutiny Medal.

But it is above all in connection with Rajputana that Sir
Edward Bradford’s name will always be associated. His ser-
vicein Rajputana commenced in 1870 when he became Poli-
tical Agent at Jaipur, and although he was afterwards
employed from time to time in other parts of India, and held
for four years the important appointment of Superintendent
of the Thuggee and Dacoity Department, he seems to have,
80 to speak, gravitated back to Rajputana, and for the last
ten years of his Indian carcer he served almost continuously
as Agent to the Governor-General, and Chief Commissioncr
for the districts of Ajmere and Merwara.

His successful administration of that important trust is
known to you all, and [ am not surprised that his many
friends should have desired to supplement those honours
and distinctions, which he has received from his Sovereign,
by the presentation of this portrait (the work of one of our
best known Royal Academicians) to the Mayo College.
No more fitting home for Sir Edward Bradford’s portrait
could be found than the head-quarters of the district in
which for so many ycars he played a conspicuous part, and
in which he is held in such affectionate remembrance--an
affection to which witness has been barne by the manner
in which the Chiefs of Rajputana, as well as his private
friends, have come forward as subscribers to the fund out
of which this picture was paid for.

Amongst his European colleagues and subordinates, as
well as amongst the Indian subjects of Her Majesty with
whom he was brought into contact, whether in private
or official life, he has left behind him one of the brightest
reputations ever earned by an Indian official. 1 should
say that, of the many admirable qualities for which he was
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distinguished, none were more remarkable than those quali-
ties of tact, gentleness, and consideration for others, which
[ believe go further towards ensuring the success of those
placed in responsible positions than many more brilliant
attainments of intellect or knowledge. The students of
this College could scarcely set before themselves a fairer
ideal of that which a gentleman, whether English or Raj-
put, should desire to be. (Loud and continued applause.)

I have no doubt it was a subject of rejoicing to his many
Indian friends that, when he turned his back upon India, he
should have found employment under the Secretary of
State, in a high and responsible position at the India Office,
and that they did not fail to take note of the compliment
which was paid to him, when last winter he was specially
selected to accompany Prince Albert Victor of Wales on
the occasion of his visit to this country, (4pplause) He
would have been glad to continue in the discharge of those
congenial duties, but his many exceptional qualities of head
and heart attracted to him the attention of a public larger

than that which is interested merely in Indian affairs; and
" at a time of great anxiety in the history of the Metropoli-
tan Police Force he found himself, 1 believe most reluct-
antly, called upon to sever his connection with the India
Office and to undertake the arduous duties of Chief Com-
missioner of Police. In that most difficult position, his
firmness of character, coupled with rare powers of concili-
ating all with whom he was brought into contact, have
already stood him in good stead, and those of us who know
him, will have little doubt that he will be not less successful
in Scotland Yard than he was in Rajputana. (4pplause.)

There is one word more which I am anxious to say
with regard to Sir Edward Bradford, and that is to express
my deep sympathy, and I may say that of all who are list-
ening to me, with him in the overwhelming loss which he
has sustained through the recent death of his son, a youth
conspicuous for the simplicity and straight-forwardness of
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his character and for the blamelessness of his life. To
that promising young civilian, beloved and respected as he
was by all who knew him, we can accord no higher praise
than to say that in many respects he bade fair to resemble
his distinguished father.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the ceremony of unveiling the
portrait of a distinguished man is too often performed
when the subject of the picture is no longer with us, and
we have to be content to look back at the services which
he has rendered to his country, or at the affection or re-
spect entertained for him by his friends, while he was yet
amongst them. In this case Sir Edward Bradford has for-
tunately still the prospect of a long and useful career, and
I am sure that all of those who are listening to me will
join me in hoping that, in spite of the great calamity, which
has lately thrown a dark shadow over his life, he will be
given strength and courage to serve his country for many
years, and to build for himself in England a reputation as
solid and as brilliant as that which he gained in Rajputana.
(Loud and continued applause.)

[The Portrait was then unveiled.]



1st Nov, 18g0,

218 Speeches by H. E. the Marguis of Lansdowne.

OPENING THE VICTORIA HALL AT OODEYPORE.

[On the night of the 3oth October, the Viceroy left Ajmere and
arrived at Chitor early on the following morning. Here the Vices
regal party was received by a rcpresentative of the Maharana of
Oodeypore, who had pitched a small camp near the Railway
Station for theiraccommodation. His Excellency spent two hours be-
fore breakfast in visiting the Fortress of Chitor, after which the
party started in carriages for Oodeypore, a distance of 70 miles, which
was reached at 5 in the afternoon. The Maharana, with his principal
officials, was in waiting a short distance outside the city to receive the
Viceroy, whom he accompanied to the Shimbu Newas Palace, where
His Excellency remained during his stay. The morning of the 1st
November was occupied in the exchange of ceremonial visits between
the Viceroy, and the Maharana, after which His Excellency, accom-
panied by His Highness and Colonel Trevor, visited the Walter
Hospital for women, and then drove to the Victoria Hall, where the
following address was read on behalf of the Maharana by one of the
Court officials: —]

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,—1 esteem it a
great pleasure that Your Excellency has visited Oodeypore,
and | am specially grateful to you for your presence on
this auspicious occasion to open an institution which has
been erected to commemorate the completion of the fiftieth
year of Her Majesty’s illustrious reign.

Before requesting Your Excellency to perform this pleas-
ing duty, I think it proper to give you a brief account of
the building to be just opened by you.

To commemorate the Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen-
Empress by a permanent memorial it was proposed here
in February 1887 (when this celebration took place in
India) that a building be erected in the State gardens
which should contain a library, a reading-room, and a
museum for the indigenous products of Meywar, and that
a full length statue of Her Majesty be placed in front.

Accordingly I laid the foundation stone of this building,
the Victoria Hall, on the 20th June 1887, and the commis-
sion for the statue was entrusted to Mr. C. B. Birch, A.R,
A. of London, who has been most successful in carrying
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out the work. The statue, which arrived here in the begin-
ning of this year, I am glad to say, was unveiled by His
Royal Highness Prince Albert Victor during the course of
his visit in February last.

The building, which was designed by Mr. Campbell
Thomsoa, M.I.C.E., is now finished, and I am very much
delighted to know that the work is to be consummated by
Your Excellency, the representative of Her Majesty the
Queen-Empress of India.

This institution will always keep fresh and bright in our
minds the Jubilee of Her Majesty’s reign, which has en-
compassed and endowed the land with 'universal peace
and prosperity, has brought justice to every door, has con-
verted millions of barren acresinto well-watered plains,
which has sensibly diminished the risks of both famine and
pestilence, and has lit a hundred lamps of learning in the
centre of every populous district, and placed within the
reach of the humblest Indian student the accumulated
wealth of Western learning, science, and experience,

May Her Majesty live for many long years to come, and
may her rule continuc to shower the everlasting benefits
of civilization over her vast dominions.

The new building which you have so graciously consent-
ed to open to-day will be long and honourably associated
with your illustrious name, and will awaken ever after
pleasant memories of Your Excellency’s visit to Oodeypore,

I now request Your Excellency to declare the Victoria
Hall open,

[His Excellency replied as follows +—]

His Highness the Maharana has asked me to open this
Hall, which will, in years to come, be called after Her Most
Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress, It has been erected
by His Highness for the purpose of permanently comme.
morating the fiftieth anniversary of Her Majesty’s acces-
sion to the Throne. The celebration of that great event
occasioned throughout her wide dominions an unpre-
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cedented outburst of loyalty, which found expression in
every quarter of the globe.

Nowhere was that exhibition of loyalty more counspi-
cuous than in India, where the Chiefs and Rulers of the
different States vied with one another in celebrating the
fiftieth year of the reign of a sovereign whose rule has
been fraught with blessings to all portions of the Empire,
and not least to India, the moral and material progress of
which has, as His Highness has well observed, during the
last 50 years, been unprecedented. Iam glad to say that,
in the large majority of cases, these memorials have taken
the shape of works of public utility, and this is certainly
the case with regard to the building which His Highness
has caused to be erected in Oodeypore. It is a building
not only beautiful in itself, but designed for a useful pur-
pose. A part of it will be used as a reading-room and
library and another part of it as a2 museum, in which will be
exhibited the indigenous products of Meywar. In front
of it, and in order to place upon record the occasion upon
which it was built, stands the handsome statue of the
Queen-Empress which I have just had the pleasure of
seeing. The statue is the work of a celebrated British
sculptor and it was very appropriately unveiled last winter
by the Queen's grandson, Prince Albert Victor of Wales.

I trust that the Victoria Hall will be largely used by
the subjects of His Highness, and that it will serve to keep
alive in their breasts the same feelings of loyalty to the
British Crown which moved His Highness to undertake
the work, and to which he has so aptly given utterance in
the speech which he has just delivered. 1 have now much
pleasure in declaring the Victoria Hall to be open.

[The Viceroy’s remarks having been translated into the vernacular
for His Highness and the State officials, an ade of welcome addressed
to His Excellency in Hindi was read by the *Poet Laureate, his-
torian and member of the State Council,” Oodeypore, after which
the assembly proceeded to view the statue of Her Majesty crected in

front of the building.]
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[The afternoon of the 3rd November was spent by the Viceroy and 3rd Nov. 18
the Maharana of Qodeypore in inspecting the Meywar Bhil Corps.
His Excellency cxpressed to Colonel MacRae, the Commanding Offi-
cer, his pleasure and satisfaction at the manner in which the corps went
through the various exercises, requesting that his remarks might be
published in orders. In the evening the Viceroy and party returned to
the Shimbu Newas Palace by boats and witneased the illuminations on
the lake. The scene was a most beautiful one, the temples, ghits,
and water palaces being lit up, and a marvellously brilliant effect pro-
duced. His Highness afterwards entertained the Viceroy and his
party at a banquet in the palace and “entered and took his seat by His
Excellency at the conclusion of dinner.

After the Viceroy had proposed the health of the Queen-Empress,
the Private Secretary of the Maharana, on behalf of His Highness,
proposed the Viceroy’s health in Urdu, the speech being translated
by Mr. Erskine as follows :—]

I rise most sincerely to express the pleasure I have
received in seeing Your Excellency. Since Your Excel-
lency’s arrival in India I have been looking forward for
.an opportunity of meeting Your Excellency, having heard
the praises of your high qualities from the newspapers, and
books on renowned men of the times. Nothing can be
more gratifying than to have the occasion of welcoming
Your Excellency to the capital of my State, and thus to
see the object so long desired so happily accomplished.
The pleasure my eyes have derived from this joyous meet-
ing is beyond my power of expression, for the vocal faculty
is denied to the eyes, and the ocular to the tongue.
This visit of Your Excellency reminds me of the time
when, in 1818 A. D., the pleasing waves of the ocean
of the Marquis of Hastings’ civilising influence, washing
out the troublesome thorns of enmity, brought to blossom
the lotuses of my ancestors’ hearts, This is a truth, patent
to one and to all, that the British Government, whose
representatives have out of love visited my State from time
to time, and fulfilled the cherished objects of our hearts,
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has not only preserved the ancient glory of my house
intact, but also has kindly done much to increase it. |
assure you that we, myself and my subjects, bear a grate-
ful sense of the benefit done in the interest of Meywar—a
feeling of thankfulness which we shall not forget to the
last moment of our lives. 1 have a request to make which
I hope will be accepted by Your Excellency. In comme-
moration of Your Excellency’s kind visit to this State a new
bospital is intended to be built, which will prove of last-
ing benefit to my people, and be a source of health and
happiness to them., The Sujan Hospital being not well
suited, a new building will be erected in its stead, and will
be called after Your Excellency’'s name. The only thing
I regret is the absence of the Marchioness of Lansdowne.
I should be highly thankful if I could see you and Her Ex-
cellency together gracing my capital with your presence,
at some other time. 1 earnestly pray to God that the
remaining period of Your Excellency’s rule in India may
be brought to a happy and prosperous termination. May
the subjects of Her Majesty the Empress of India remem-
ber long the good deeds of Your Excellency. Ladies and
Gentlemen, 1 shall not take up more of your time, but sit
down asking you to drink with all enthusiasm the health of
my dear friend and honoured guest the Marquis of Lans-
downe, Viceroy and Governor General of India. (4p-
plause.)

{The Viceroy in replying spoke as follows :—]

1 tender to His Highness my hearty thanks for the kind
terms in which he has proposed my health. It has given
me the greatest pleasure to become personally known to
him and to be assured of his friendship.

His Highness is the Chief of a State which has always
been regarded as holding a foremost position among the
Rajput States of India, and is the representative of a family
which is justly proud of its descent, which has shown itself
tenacious of its dignity, and which looks back with pride
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to traditions conspicuous even amidst the long records of
chivalry which have made Rajputana famous, (Applause.)
Since His Highness’s election to the gadi, six years ago,
he has borne a high character as a Ruler, and has proved
himself to be possessed of many qualities which deserve
our sincere admiration. (Applause.) Amongstthese I am
glad to mention more especially the generosity which he has
shown to all useful public institutions, of which, whether
within the limits of his State or without them, he has been
a most liberal supporter, (A4pplause.) 1 have heard with
the greatest pleasure the announcement made by His High-
ness of his intention to erect in the city a new hospital in
the place of the somewhat inconvenient building known as
the Sujan Hospital, which I visited yesterday. Such a
hospital will be of incalculatle advantage to His Highness's
subjects, and I regard it asa great personal compliment to
myself that His Highness should desire to call the new
building by my name, I need not tell him that I readily
accord the permission for which he has asked. (Applause.)
But while I desire to pay honour to His Highness, both as
a distinguished Raput Chicf, and as a Ruler of high charac-
ter, I feel bound, upon the present occasion, to think of
him also as the kind and thoughtful host, whose hospitality
we have, during the last few days, so much enjoyed. (Ap-
plause)) For that hospitality I beg to return him my most
cordial thanks. I will venture to say for myself, and for
those who have accompanied me during my visit, that our
comfort could not have been more carefully provided for
and that we cordially appreciate the pains which have been
taken to render our stay in Oodeypore thoroughly agreeable
to us. (Applause) Of the many delights which His
Highness has provided for us none has however been greater
than that of feasling our eyes upon the marvellous beauties
of this city, in which art has done so much to cnhance the
great beauties already created by Nature, (4pplause.)
I venture to say that whatever we may have seen before,
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whether in or out of India, and whatever we may yet live
to see, we shall never forget the magnificent scene upon
which we have gazed from the Palace which His Highness
has so kindly placed at our disposal. If ever there was a
place worthy to be the home of an illustrious Chief, Oodey-
pore is such a place. (Applause) 1 may be permitted to
share the regret which His Highness has kindly expressed
that Lady Lansdowne should have been prevented from
accompanying me upon this occasion. It would, | am sure,
have given her as much pleasure at it has given me to visit
Oodeypore, and I shall not fail to convey to her the grace-
ful words in which he has referred to her absence.

I now drink to His Highness's health and I trust that His
Highness may live for many years to enjoy a spot so
full of interesting reminiscences and so unrivalled in its
beauty. (4pplause.)

[The toast was heartily drunk by the Maharana’s guests, and then

the guests proceeded to the terrace, whence a brilliant display of fire.
works was witnessed upon the lake.]
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REVIEW OF IMPERIAL SERVICE TROOPS AT
JODHPORE.

[The Viceroy, with the Agent to the Governor General and His Ex« 6th Nov. 18go,
cellency’s staff, arrived at Jodhpore at § .M. onthe 5th November, and
was received at the Railway station by the Maharaja of Jodhpore, Sir
Pertap Singh, all the principal officials of the Jodhpote State, and by
Colonel Powlett, the Resident, and other British officials. His Excel-
lency was accompanied by the Maharaja to the house appointed for
his reception, and near which a large camp was pitched for the accom-~
modation of the members of the Viceregal party. On Thursday morn=
ing, the 6th November, His Excellency, accompanied by the Maharaja,
witnessed a parade of the Imperial Service Cavalry, two regiments of
which, each 600 strong, are being gradually formed by the State, The
Cavalry, numbering 326, were under the command of Sic Pertap
Singh, with whom rode the heir-apparent, the Maharaj-Kunwar, a
boy of eleven years old, while four out of the five squadrons of which
the troops were composed, were commanded by members of the Jodh.
pore family.

After the inspection of the regiment by His Excellency, the troops
were put through some very striking movements designed to familiarise
horses and men with obstacles. These were carried out with consider.
able skill and spirit and gave evidence of careful training and discip-
line,

At the close of the parade His Excellency, addressing Sir Pertap
Singh, spoke as follows :—]

Before leaving the ground I desire to express the great
pleasure which it has given to me to inspect the Sirdar
Risala. The reports which I had received from Colonel
Melliss and Major Beatson referred to the extraordinary
progress which this remarkable body of men has made
since it has been placed under special discipline and train-
ing, and it has given me the greatest gratification to see
them with my own eyes and to observe the soldier-like
bearing of the force and the manner in which it is inounted
and equipped. You must allow me to compliment you
upon the precision and smartness with which the regiment
has gone through the movements which I have just wit-
nessed, and I beg that you will be so good as to notify in
orders, for the information of your officers and men, the

Q
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statement of my entire satisfaction with all that I have seen
this morning.
[The parade was then dismissed.]

BANQUET AT JODHPORE.

7th Nov. 1890.  [On the evening of the 7th November, His Highness the Maharaja
of Jodhpore entertained the Viceroy, His Excellency’s Staff, and the
visitors at the Jodhpore Camp, at a banquet, After dinner the
Maharaja, accompanied by Sir Pertap Singh, entered the room and
took his seat beside the Viceroy., The toast of the Queen-Empress hav-
ing been duly honoured, Sir Pertap Singh, on behalf of the Maharaja,
rose and proposed the Viceroy’s health in the vernacular, which was
subsequently translated into English by Colonel Powlett as follows : = ]
His Highness heartily thanks Your Excellency for having
honoured Jodbpore with a visit, and he greatly regrets the
abscnce of Lady Lansdowne. It has been the good fortune
of His Highness to receive at Jodhpore, a Prince of the
Imperial family, and, three times, a Viceroy of India, and he
is deeply sensible of the honour done him. His Highness
is ever conscious of the benefit he derives from the rule of
Her Majesty the Empress, and his father before him held
the same sentiments ; but until now His Highness, through
want of a well-organised force, has been unable to give any
proof of his readiness to serve Her Majesty in the field.
He trusts that the difficulty will now very soon be removed,
He cannot suppose that the Sirdar Risala, the organisation
of which began but a few months ago, is already equal to
the old cavalry regiments of the British Army, but he does
claim to have tried to do all that it was possible to do, in a
short space of time, towards making it fit for Her Majesty’s
service, and he is glad to know that Your Excellency consi-
ders a good beginning to have been made. Your Excel-
lency’s approval and gracious words are a great encourage-
ment to him, and he looks to the future to prove that his
troops are worthy of the high expectation formed of them.,
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Ladies and gentlemen, His Highness begs that you will join
him in drinking the health of His Excellency. (A4pplause.)

[His I';.xcellency the Viceroy in replying to the toast spoke as fol.
lows :—

Your Highness, Colonel Trevor, Ladiesand Gentlemen,—
! offer my cordial thanks to Your Highness for the manner
in which you have proposed the toast of my health, and
for the terms in which you have spoken, not only of me,
but also of Lady Lansdowne, whose absence during my visit
to Jodhpur I much regret.

I notice with great pleasure the manner in which Your
Highness has referred to the benefit which your State has
derived from the rule of Her Majesty, and to the fact that
your father before you was a good friend to the British
Government.

I can assure Your Highness of the great value which the
Government of India sets upon the confidence and good-
will of the Chiefs and Rulers of the States which owe
allegiance to Her Majesty, That these sentiments are
not mere professions, Your Highness has shown by the
manner in which you have supported the scheme initiated
in 1888 by my predecessor, the Marquis of Dufferin, for
giving to a portion of the troops of certain Indian States a
training calculated to fit them to co-operate with the forces
of Her Majesty in the event of any serious danger threaten-
ing the Indian Empire. (A4pplause.) 1 trust that Your
Highness will allow me to express my admiration for
the magnificent body of troops which appeared under the
command of Your Higness's brother, Sir Pertap Singh,
upon parade yesterday morning. The Sirdar Risala has, -
[ understand, been for less than a year under special
training, and the extraordinary smartness of the regiment
is only to be explained by the fact that to both officers and
men the service is a labour of love. (Applause). The Chief
Inspecting Officer, Colonel Melliss, has reported to me that
in no State has a greater spirit of enthusiasm been mani.

Q?2
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fested than in this—a spirit which I believe exists in the
breast of every one of Your Highness's Rajput subjects
from the Prime Minister downwards. (Applause.) | trust
that the time may be far distant when the Government of
India may find itself called upon to ask the Jodhpur State
for the use of its troops, but of this I feel sure, that should
that time ever come, the Sirdar Risala, and the distinguished
officer who commands it, will claim a place which will give
them an opportunity of showing that the chivalrous tradi-
tions of the Rahtore family have not been forgotten in
the State.  (Applause.)

It is satisfactory to me to know that your devotion to
military matters has not prevented you from bestowing
a close attention upon other questions concerning the
welfare and prosperity of the State. The Jodhpur State
Railway, the only one which has been built by a Native Chief
in this part of India, was opened eight years ago, and is, I
am glad to hear, working well, and at a profit, under the
management of the able engineer whose services the Gov-
ernment of India placed at Your Highness’'s disposal. [
trust that the Railway, now under construction from Jodh-
pur to Bikanir at the joint expense of the two States, may
be opened before the end of next year, and will be an
advantage to both of them.

In other respects the administration of Marwar has been
most creditable to those concerned in it. The finances of
the State, the condition of which must at one time have
occasioned Your Highness some uneasiness, have ,been
placed in order. Crime and outlawry have, I understand,
been put down, and Your Highness's Durbar has bestowed
much attention upon the wise project for colonising the
criminal tribes. Courts of justice have been established,
not only at the capital, but throughout the State, and are’
working under well-considered arrangements and rules,
Nor can I omit a reference to the reforms which have
been made in the Customs Department of the State,
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reforms by means of which many vexatious and unremu.
nerative duties have been abolished, whilst on other articles
they have been reduced. As recently as May last, Your
Highness, at the instance of the Government of India, was
pleased to abolish all transit duties, a step which will, [
believe, tend greatly to increase trade facilities, without in.
volving any material sacrifice of revenue to Your High-
ness’s Exchequer. [ may also mention the fact that a new
land revenue system has recently been introduced under
the supervision of Major Loch, the Assistant Resident, and
finally that several questions affecting the external bound.
aries of the State, which had for many years remained un.
settled, have been satisfactorily disposed of. All these im-
provements are highly creditable to the administration of
the State, and afford conclusive evidence of the soundness
of the advice which Your Highness's Durbar has received
from Colonel Powlett, who, I am glad to know, enjoys
Your Highness's entire confidence. = (Applause.)

Ladies and Gentlemen,~It is the health of the Chief
of this prosperous and well-administered State, as well as
that of the host who has so kindly and hospitably enter-
tained us, that I now ask you to drink.

I give you the health of His Highness the Maharaja.

[The toast was warmly received.]
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OPENING A NEW HOSPITAL AT JEYPORE.

[The Viceregal party left Jodhpore on the night of the 8th Novem=
ber for Mount Abu, where His Excellency spent a couple of days, as
the guest of Colonel Trevor, after which the party proceeded to Jey-
pote, arriving there on the morning of the 12th November. Here
His Excellency was received with the customary formalities by the
Maharaja of Jeypore, Colonel Prideaux,.the Resident, Surgeon-Major
Hendley, Residency Surgeon, and the principal officers and jaghirdars
of the State. His Excellency remained at the Residency during his stay.

On the afternoon of the 14th November the Viceroy inspected the
Jeypore Transport Corps, and afterwards laid the foundation-stone of
a new hospital (thetwenty-seventh founded in the State). A shamiana
had been pitched over the site, and the Maharaja with the principal
State officials received His Excellency beneath it. Dr. Hendley read
a statement of the reasons for building this new institution, and at its
conclusion Colonel Prideaux explained that His Highness desired
that the Viceroy would permit the hospital to be called after his name,
in commemoration of His Excellency’s visit to Jeypore. lLord Lans-
downe then spoke as follows :—]

Your Highness, Colonel Trevor, Ladies and Gentle-
men,—Your Highness has paid me a compliment, which [
greatly appreciate, in asking me to lay the foundation-
stone of this hospital. " It is, T understand, destined, pri-
marily, for the purpose of providing accommodation for
patients belonging to the new Transport Corps, which
Your Highness is now organising as a contribution to the
defences of the Empire. It is also intended to give medi-
cal relief to the employés of several most useful institutions
in which Your Highness takes a special interest, and which
employ some 2,000 work-people, and, in the next place,
for the benefit of the sick poor in this neighbourhood. I
feel no doubt that the work-peog.le employed in the Cotton
Press and the Water-works, as well as the sick and suffer-
ing poor generally, will derive the greatest advantage from
the hospital accommodation which will be provided for
them here, while the efficiency of the Transport Corps
will certainly be incicased by the reservation of a special
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ward, with a qualified staff ready to take the field with it
whenever it is employed on active service,

A great debt of gratitude is due to Your Highness and
vour predecessors for all that has been done in the Jeypore
State for the relief of the sick and injured. This is, as Dr.
Hendley informs us, the twenty-seventh institution of this
kind, which has been established in the State. 1 have
lately had the pleasure of visiting the admirable Mayo
Hospital, to which reference was made in your address,
and I can say, without hesitation, that it is one of the best
contrived, and most suitable, hospital buildings which it has
ever been my good fortune to inspect. The number of
cases which have been treated during the last few years,
show that Your Highness'’s subjects are not indifferent to the
great advantages which have been placed within their reach.

Your Highness's liberality to institutions of this kind
is valuable, both on account of the benefits which it will
confer upon your State and upon your own subjects, and
also from the fact that you are setting an example which
will, I have no doubt, be followed in other parts of India.

There is no claim to the gratitude of posterity higher
than that which is established by the creation of benefi-
cient institutions of this kind. In former days it was fre-
quently the practicc of Chiefs and Rulers to pesrpetuate -
their name by the erection of buildings designed rather to
gratify their personal caprice, or their love of beautiful
architecture, than to serve any really useful purpose. I
believe that those who, like Your Highness, are content to
be remembered as the benefactors of their fellow-men, will
earn for themsclves a more lasting distinction and popue
larity than the builders even of the most splendid monu-
ments. The magnificence of such monuments proves that
those who built them were indeed lovers and patrons of
art, but not that they possessed that sympathy with human
suffering and affliction which is one of the noblest attri-
butes of a great ruler,  (Applause.)
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I thank Your Highness in the name of the Government:
of India for the good work which you are about to add to
those with which your name, and that of your predecessors,
are already associated.  (A4pplause.)

I need not say that | most cordially accept Your High-
ness’s kind proposal that the new hospital should be call-
ed by my name, although I cannot help adding that it
would, in my opinion, bave been more appropriate that it
should have been called after its generous founder, the
Madho Singh Hospital.  (Applause).

[His Excellency then proceeded to lay the foundation-stone.]

DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES AT THE MAHARAJA'S
COLLEGE (JEYPORE),

:4th Nov. 1890, [After laying the foundation-stone of the hospital described above,
His Excellency, accompanied by the Maharaja of Jeypore, drove to the
“ Maharaja’s College.” It was prize-day at this institution, and the
quadrangle was filled with students and spectators. An address of
welcome was read by the Principal, on behalf of the professors and
teachers. Due stress was laid upon the advantages of a liberal educa-
tional policy, such as the Rulers of Jeypore had steadfastly followed
and which had resulted in increasing loyalty to the paramount Power
and the Maharaja, and Jeypore was described as probably the only
State in Rajputana that could boast of a goodly number of graduates
who had distinguished themselves in the higher examinations of the
Calcutta, Allahabad, and Punjab Universities.

At the conclusion of this address, His Excellency the Viceroy rose
and spoke as follows :~—)

Your Highness, Colonel Trevor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
—It gives me much pleasure to accept this address and to
pay a visit to the Maharaja’s College, in which, [ know, he
takes so warm an interest, and which is very appropriately
placed as it were under the very shadow of His Highness’s
palace.

I have listened with much satisfaction to the statement
showing the progress of education in the State of Jeypore,
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which has been made by the Principal of the College. That
statement is a most encouraging one. The JeyporeState has
many things to be proud of ; it is proud of its large popu-
lation, of its wealth, the beauty of its capital city, and of
the many improvements which have been carried out with-
in it, but there is no subject with regard to which the Jey-
pore State has more right to feel that it occupies a promi-
nent position than the subject of education. I understand
that there are now no less than 20,000 male Students under
instruction in the State, and [ believe it is the case that,
within the last year, no less than 4,000 additional students-
have come under tuition. ' That is a most remarkable and
a most satisfactory record, and it proves, I think, that the
Education Department,since it wasre-organised two or three
years ago, has been able to accomplish very creditable and
satisfactory results. I have lately had the advantage of
seeing a statement showing the success which has been
achieved by some of the Jeypore students in the attainment
of University distinctions, and [ find that no less than 93
students during the last three years have been successful
at the different University examinations, and that, of these,
two obtained M. A.and five B. A. degrees, These were the
first students in Rajputana to obtain any distinctions of that
kind. 1 alsosee in the same statcment that in the Oriental
Examinations of the Punjab University a similar measure of
success was arrived at.

I desire to congratulate His Highness the Maharaja upon
the good results which his liberal encouragement of higher
education have secured. If, however, Mr. Principal, | may
venture before I sit down to give one word of advice to the
teachers and students of the college it would be this, that
you should remember that University distinctions are not
the only object of education. I noticed, during my drive
through the city, upon one of the handsome arches which
have been erected in honour of my visit, a maxim with
which we Englishmen are very familiar—¢‘Fear God,
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honour the King."”"—That is a maxim worthy of respect in
all parts of the British Empire, and I have no doubt that it
is respected here. If you, Mr. Principal and your assistants
are able to teach the 20,000 of the rising generation of the
Maharaja’s subjects to observe that rule by showing them.
selves loyal, law-abiding, contented and industrious mem-
bers of the community, faithful to the State of which they
are subjects, true to their allegiance to the Government of
the Queen, and ready to do their duty honorably and con-
scientiously in the station to which Providence has called
them, you will reflect even greater credit upon this College
than if you enable any number of your students to win B.
As. and M. As. in the Universities of India.  (4Applause.)

I will now, if you will allow me, present some of the
prizes to the successful students.

BANQUET AT JEYPORE.

[(On Saturday evening, the 15th November, the Maharaja of
Jeypore entertained the Viceroy, His Excellency’s Staff, the Agent to
the Governor General, and a number of other guests at a banquet in
the palace. The whole length of the road from the Residency to the
city walls was brilliantly lighted, while the palace itself was also illu-
minated within and without. The Maharaja received the Viceroy, the
Agent to the Governor-General, and his guests, in the Banqueting Hall.
At the conclusion of dinner His Highness, accompanied by the princi-
pal officers of his State, entered and took a seat by the Viceroy. His:
Excellency proposed the health of the Queen.-Empress, and then the
Maharaja proposed that of His Excellency, his speech being read by
the Prime Minister as follows :—]

Your Excellency, Colonel Trevor, Ladies and Gentle-
men,~—1 am very thankful to Your Excellency for the great
honor you have been pleased to confer on me and my people
by this friendly visit to my capital, and for affording me
to-night the pleasure of your company.
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The accounts of the loyal demonstrations which have
greeted every step of Your Excellency’s progress through
Rajputana have given me great pleasure, while they have
increased a sense of diffidence in my being able to give
Your Excellency a reception such as I should wish.

I am very sorry that the Marchioness of Lansdowne
has not been able to accompany Your Excellency to Raj-
putana. The presence of Her Excellency among us would
have added greatly to the rejoicings upon this auspicious
occasion. | venture to express the hope that Your Ex<
cellency will be able to visit Jeypore again accompanied by
Lady Lansdowne. (A4pplause.)

[His Excellency the Viceroy then rose and said : —)

Your Highness, Colonel Trevor, Ladies and Gentle-
men,—I return Your Highness my sincere thanks for the
friendly and complimentary terms in which you have pro-
posed my health and Lady Lansdowne's. It was a source
of the greatest disappointment to her to forego her visit to
Jeypore, and [ am sure that she will be doubly disappointed
when [ repeat to her Your Highness’s expressions of regret
for her absence on this occasion.

For myself, permit me to say that it gives me the great-
est pleasure to renew my acquaintance with Your Highness,
to find myself Your Highness's guest in your own city, and
to have an opportunity of seeing something of this import-
ant State and of its capital, My visit to the city of Jeypore
bas been most interesting, and I cannot express too strong-
ly my admiration for all that I bave seen since I have
been here. The city, with its broad and well-paved an¢
well-lit thoroughfares, its admirable water-supply, the works
connected with which I had the pleasure of visiting in Your
Highness’s company, its improved conservancy arrange-
meants, its industrial establishments, its library and public
reading-room, its public gardens and its hospitals and
dispensaries, to which 1 have already had occasion to
refer, may certainly claim that it is in advance of any other
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city in this part of India. (4pplause.) 1hope we may ere
long be able to mention, in addition to the useful works
which I have enumerated, a railway extending from Jey-
pore in the direction of the Chambal River—a line which
could not fail to develope greatly the resources of Your
Highness’s State, and which, if constructed, would, in all
probability, some day form a portion of a much larger
system of railways, uniting Your Highness's territories
with important districts to the south and east of them, for
which reason you have decided that the line, if it is to be
made at all, should be made upon the standard gauge. It
has given me much pleasure, since my arrival here, to
place at the disposal of the Darbar the services of an
experienced engineer of the Public Works Department,
who will at once address himself to the business of making
the necessary surveys. (Applause.) | mustalsoexpressthe
gratification with which I have observed the efforts which
Your Highness is making for advancing the intellectual
as well as the material improvement of your subjects,
The college which I had the privilege of visiting yesterday
and the numerous other educational institutions of the
State bear testimony to this. Nor must I forget to men-
tion, as an educational institution of great value, the
Albert Hall—a beautiful and appropriate building, one
of many admirable buildings which this country owes
to Colonel, Jacob (applause)—with its interesting and in-
structive collections, which are, I understand, visited in the
course of the year by something like a quarter of a million
persons, a result which must be eminently satisfactory
to Dr. Hendley, to whose earnest devotion to this and
to all useful and beneficent works the State owes so
much, and who has been so liberally and consistently sup-
ported by Your Highness's Government. (Applause.) 1
must also express the satisfaction with which I was to-day
introduced to a somewhat kindred institution—I mean the
School of Art, a number of the employés of which I had an
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opportunity of seeing engaged upon the different indus-
tries, The success of the exhibition held a few years ago,
of the manufactures and art-works of Rajputana at Jey-
pore, and the excellence of the contribution made by the
State to the Indian and Colonial Exhibition in London, may,
I think, be regarded as a proof that the arts and industries
of Jeypore will not be suffered to lose anything of their
excellence owing to want of encouragement on the part of
the State. (Applause.)

One of the objects of my tour has, as Your Highness is
aware, been to see something of the corps which are being
organized in the different States for purposes of Imperial
defence, and I desire to take this opportunity of publicly
expressing my obligation to Your Highness for the service
which you are rendering to the Government of India in
organizing a Transport Corps to be used as part of the
resources of the Government of India in the event of any
serious danger threatening the Empire. (4pplause.) 1 think
that General Collen will agree with me when I say that
there is no portion of a properly organized army upon
which its success more depends than that portion which is
concerned with its transport.  Unless this is effectually
attended to, no body of troops, however well-armed,
equipped or disciplined, can be successfully made use of at
the moment when it is most required. It would therefore
be a very mistaken view to consider that the State of
Jeypore in contributing a Transport Corps to the Imperial
Service is making a contribution less valuable, or less
honourable to itself, than if it were to contribute, as other
States have done, a body of cavalry or of infantry. (4p-
plause.) '

Your Highness's Transport Corps will eventually consist
of no less than 1,000 ponies and 400 carts, and although its
organisation was commenced only a year ago, one-third of
these are now ready for service, and the whole will, T am
assured, be completed within two years. During the past
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year cart-sheds, harness rooms, lines for horses, and accom-
modation for men, have been provided, all of a workman.
like and useful description. The ponies which have been
purchased are, I am informed, excellently adapted to their
work, while the carts and equipment are of the strongest
and most suitable pattern obtainable.

The chief inspecting officer, Colonel Melliss, reports to me
that there is no transport corps in India better organized,
and General Badcock, the Commissary General, whose
authority on all questions of this kind is second to none, has
expressed to me his great admiration of the corps and its
equipment, and his surprisc at the rapidity with which it has
been called into existence. {(Applause.) I am glad to know
that while the corps will certainly be of material value to
the Empirc in time of war, it will also scrve to fulfil a useful
purpose to the Jeypore State in time of peace. Itis indeed
obvious that, in a State like that of Your Highness, there
must be abundant work, such as the carriage of coal,
grain, and grass into the city, upon which these carts and
ponies might be employed with good results to the corps
itself and to the State which provides it. The progress
which has been made by the corps would have been impos-
sible without the personal support which Your Highness
has given to the movement, and the energy shown by the
State officials who have been connected with its develop-
ment, and who have so cordially supported the British
officers specially employed in this service. (4pplause.)

With my visit to Jeypore my tour in Rajputana comes,
I am sorry to say, to an end. Ithas been most intcresting
and -instructive to me, and I shall carry away with me a
vivid impression of the kindness and hospitality with which
I have been treated by the Chiefs whose guest [ have been,
and of their profound loyalty and faithfulness. (4pplause.)

It has been specially gratifying to me to receive at the
conclusion of my tour the assurances of Your Highness's
personal good-will and devotion to the paramount Power,
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as well as your outspuken recognition of the fact that it is
the first duty of every Ruling Chief to promote the welfare
of his people and to secure the prosperity of his Raj. It
will be a great pleasure to me if I can at any time dur.
ing my term of officc be of assistance to Your Highness.
(Applause))

Colone! Trevor, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I now beg to
prdpose the health of His Highness the Maharaja, and I am
sure that you will all of you allow me to thank His High-
ness in your name for the great hospitality and kindness
with which he has received us at Jeypore. (4pplause.)

[The Maharaja’s health having been .drunk, Colonel Prideaux
briefly acknowledged it on behalf of His Highness, and all then pro-
ceeded to the terrace to witness a very fine display of fire-works.)

ADDRESS FROM THE DELHI MUNICIPALITY.

[His Excellency the Viceroy arrived at Delhi on Monday morning,
the 17th November, at g o’clock, and was received at the Railway
Station by the Lieutcnant-Governor of the Punjab and all the chief
Civil and Military Officers of the district, An address of welcome
was presented to His Excellency by the Municipal Commissioners of
Delhi at the Railway Station ; the subjects with which it dealt will be
apparent from the Viceroy’s reply, which was as follows : -}

Mr. President and Members of the Municipal Com-
mittee,—| tender you my hcarty thanks for the welcome
with which you have reccived me on the occasion of my
first visit to Delhi. It is a visit which, considering the
importance of your city, I must reproach myself for having
deferred until the end of my second year of office,

You have spoken of Delhi as an ancient and historical
city, and there is probably none of which the past glories
appeal so powerfully to our imaginations; you have, however,
reminded me that it has at the present a right to claim a
foremost place amongst the great centres of commerical and

17th Nov, 18g¢
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social activity, and a prominence not less creditable to itself
than that which it formerly enjoyed. -

It gives me much pleasure to hear you speak confidently
of the advance which Delhi has lately made in respect of
the arts and industries, in the case of some of which new
and important departures have recently been taken by your
citizens. I am also glad to be able to congratulate you upon
the success of your efforts to improve the sanitation of the
city, and its water-supply. The duty of seeing to this is one
specially incumbent upon Indian municipalities, and not a
month passes without reminding us of the fatal results
which have followed the neglect of this obligation.

You have also referred to the strong position held by
your city in consequence of the advantages which it derives
from railway communication with other parts of India,
There can be no doubt that in this tespect you are already
exceptionally favored. Of the three railway schemes
specially spoken of in your address, I may say that I note with
pleasure your mention of the fact that the important line
which is just approaching completion, and which will unite
you with Umballa and Kalka, will bring you 40 miles
closer to the summer head-quarters of the Government of
India.

You have also alluded in terms of encouragement to a
second scheme which would give you direct communication
with the great and rising port of Karachi, and you hint
that that scheme is one which might reasonably receive my
support. [ should be wanting in frankness if I did not teil
you that [ see no prospect of this project receiving direct
assistance from the Government of India in the immediate
future. It is, however, one for which, if it is really based
upon sound commercial principles, we might anticipate a
large amount of private support, and should this be the case,
you may depend upon it that the Government of India
would not deny to the promoters any facilities which they
could reasonably expect.
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In reference to the third project, that, namely, for the
construction of a line running along the right bank of the
river Jumna between this city and Agra, it will be sufficient
for me to say that I take note of the strong hope which
you have expressed that this line, if constructed, will be
of the standard gauge, that I entirely share your views
with regard to the serious obstacles which breaks of gauge
place in the way of commercial development, and that
this point, upon which I hold a strong opinion, is one in
regard to which } am glad to be supported by so decided a
recommendation on the part of the Municipality of Delhi,

It remains for me to express the satisfaction with which
I have listened to your rigorous condemnation of those
religious animosities which at one time promised to gain
for this neighbourhood an unenviable notoriety.

I rejoice to’ know that the leading men of both parties
have, since the year in which these discreditable incidents
occurred, united for the purpose of maintaining harmony
and peace, and that their efforts have been so far successful.
The Government has a right to expect that all Honorary
Magistrates and members of Municipalities should ‘exert
themselves for this purpose, and I trust that as holders of
honourable offices from Government, they will recognise
the obligation which rests upon them, These disputes are
the survival of an intolerance which should have no place in
a civilized community. Government can do something to
repress the commotions to which they have given rise, and
you may depend upon our doing our duty without flinching,
should this become necessary. It is, however, upon the
influence of public opinion, rather than upon that of repres-
sive measures, that I should much prefer to rely, and I
believe that if that opinion is wisely directed by those who
have a right to lead it, and if the authors of these disturb.
ances are made plainly to perceive that they are offending
not only the law of the country, but the honest convictions
of the grcat majority of their {ellow-citizens, these regrete

R
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able incidents will entirely cease to disfigure the records of
your city.

I must, in conclusion, offer you my thanks for your grace-
ful reference to lady Lansdowne, who will, I am happy to
say, join me here in the course of the next day or two.

ADDRESS FROM THE AGRA MUNICIPALITY.

[Their Excellencies the Viceroy and the Marchioness of Lansdowne
arrived at Agra on Saturday morning, the 22nd October, and were re-
ceived by Sir Auckland Colvin, Lieutenant-Governor of the North-
Western Provinces and Oudh, the principal Civil and Military author-
ities, and a number of Native Noblemen, chief among whom were the
Maharaja of Bhurtpore, the Maharana of Dholpur, the Raja of Kerow.
lie, and the Chief of Badawur. An address of welcome was presented
to the Viceroy on the station platform by the Members of the Muni.
cipality, to which His Excellency replied as follows :—]

Mr. Chairman and Members of Municipal Board,—
I return you my cordial thanks for the kind manner in
which you have welcomed me to this famous city, and for
the expressions of confidence and good-will with which you
have referred to my appointment as Her Majesty’s re-
presentative in India, My visit to Agra has been deferred
longer than I could have wished, a postponement which,
I trust, you will not regard as an indication of indifference
on my part, [ need scarcely assure you of the delightful
anticipations with which I have come here, and with whith
1look forward to visiting the marvellous edifices with which
the celebrity of Agra is so closely connected. | feel sure
that those anticipations are in no sense likely to be dis.
appointed.

It is perhaps not too much to expect that a city with
traditions and associations, such as those of which you are
so proud, should endeavour to make its present worthy of
s0 great a past. I rejoice to know that this feeling pre-
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vails in your Municipality, and that its members take a
personal interest in such matters as the promotion of edu-
cation, the extension of hospitals, and the introduction of
other valuable improvements. [ propose during my stay
at Agra to visit both of the institutions to which you have
specially referred—I mean the Agra College ard the Lady
Dufferin Hospital, in which I need not tell you that Lady
Lansdowne is prepared to take a special interest. Iam
able to bear my own testimony to the correctness of
your statement that useful movements of this kind have no
truer friend in India than His Honor the Lieutenaat-Gov-
ernor, upon whose co-operation you properly set a high
value.

Gentlemen, | feel no doubt that the hope to which you
have so kindly given utterance that our sojourn in Agra
may prove interesting and agreeable to us is likely to be ful-
filled, and considering that Agra is not only one of the most
interesting, but one of the most accessible, places in India,
I will venture, in spite of that tendency towards caution
which is generally observed by official personages, to ex-
press my confident expectation that our visit is likely to
be repeated before we leave India,

I tender you my thanks for your address, and have the
greatest pleasure in aceepting it.
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-a4th Nov. 1890. [On Monday afternoon, the 24th November, the Viceroy held a
Durbar at Agra for the Chiefs and Native gentlemen of the Agra,
Meerut, and Rohilcund Divisions of the North-Western Provinces.
The durbar was held in the large shamiana of the Viceroy’s camp,
and there were present about 4oo durbaris, besides a large number
of European community as spectators. After the ceremony of pre-
senting the durbaris personally to the Viceroy had been gone
through, His Excellency rose and addressed the assembly as fol-
lows ;:—}

Gentlemen,—It gives me great pleasure to meet so large
a number of gentlemen from the Agra, Meerut, and Rohil-
cund Divisions of -this Province. The tours which it has
been customary for the Representative of the Crown to
make in India have this advantage that they not only give
him the opportunity of making the personal acquaintance
of the ruling Chiefs, and the leading men in the States
which he visits, but also afford him occasions for meeting
the principal land-owners and gentlemen of the British
Indian districts through which he passes.

I hope I may be permitted to congratulate the gentle-
men whom I now have the pleasure of addressing, upon
the general prosperity enjoyed by this part of the country—
a prosperity which is all the more welcome from the
fact that at one moment, owing to the unwonted cessation
f the rains during the months of August and September,
the crops upon the ground were seriously injured, and the
prospects of the spring crop gravely imperilled.  The re-
commencement of the rains in the early part of the autumn
has, | trust, given a fair promise for the spring narvest.

The Government of India is always glaa to avail itself
of the assistance and co-operation of gentlemen of wealth
and position, such as those whom I see before me, and
in these days many opportunities are given to them of use-
fully exercising their influence. We hope, for example, to
find them taking a foremost place in the promotion of all
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enterprises of public utility, or calculated to promote the
health and the material well-being of the community.
Amongst such enterprises a prominent place should be
given to works of the kind recently undertaken by the
Municipalities of your principal cities, and of these works,
none are more valuable than those which have had for
their object the securing of a supply of pure water to the
people of the larger towns. In the promotion of such
works the City of Agra has, I am glad to say, led the way,
while Allahabad, Benares, and Cawnpore have followed
suit, and [ have no doubt that other important places will
profit by the good example which has thus been set them,

I am also glad to refer to the great liberality with which
the Dufferin Fund has been supported in these Provinces.
Medical schools and hospitals are now, I rejoice to say,
rapidly springing up in all parts of India, and it has given
me much pleasure to hear of the steps which have been
taken in this direction in the City of Agra

It has also been satisfactory to me to watch the efforts
which have been made in different parts of the Province to
encourage higher education, and [ trust that the Allahabad
University may be the means of greatly stimulating the
general interest in this important matter.

In this connection I may say that I shall await with
interest the schemes for the promotion of technical educa-
tion, which are, I understand, under the consideration of the
provincial authorities,

Another question of generalinterest to all sections of the
community is that of police administration, This question
is now under examination by a committee which has not yet
completed its deliberations, but its appointment has given
to all classes an opportunity of making their views and
requirements known.

I desire to repeat on this occasion an observation which
l lately made in the City of Delhi in reference to the un-
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seemly disputes which have from time to time arisen be-
tween the Hindu and the Mahomedan populations. Nothing
is more calculated to retard the progress of these provinces
than the perpetuation of a feeling of thiskind, Nor canany
censure be too strong for those misguided persons who
have been the means of fanning the slumbering embers
of discontent among the people. 1 may mention to you,
in reference to this matter, that Her Majesty the Queen-
Empress, whose deep interest in all that concerns India is
well known to you, and who watches the progress of events
in this country with the closest attention, has more than
once expressed to me her abhotrence of the feelings of in-
tolerance and bitterness which have engendered such
breaches of the peace. 1 was glad to be able to report to
Her Majesty that during the Mohurrum this year the con.
duct of the citizens of Agra had been exemplary, and I
trust that those to whom we naturally look as the leaders
of public opinion will use their influence not only to pre-
vent commotions and disturbances, but to promote amongst
the different sections of the community, regardless of their
religious denomination, feelings of mutual forbearance and
good-will. The Government of India is fully prepared to
do its duty in repressing disorders arising from this cause
with a strong hand, but it is for you, rather than for us, to
put a stop to the bitter antagonisms and sectional jealous-
ies of which these disorders are the outward symptom,

I have, during the last few weeks, had the pleasure of
visiting some of the principal States of Rajputana and [ am
glad to see the ruling Chiefs of three of those States—
Kerowlie, Bhurtpore, and Dholepore—in this Durbar, as
well as the representative of Rampur, one of the two
Native States of this Province. The young Chief of Tehri,
the other State, was amongst the youths introduced to me
at the Mayo College at Ajmere, and it was gratifying to me
to observe evidences of his educational progress. -

I should like to take this opportunity of mentioning a
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matter which has attracted my attention during my recent
visit to Rajputana.

Amongst the Rajput States there has, for some time past,
been in progress a most admirahle movement for curtailing
the ruinous expenses incurred in accordance with an-
cient custom in the celebration of marriages and funeral
feasts. This movement was initiated about three years
ago inaccordance with the wishes of the Chiefs and Nobles
of Rajputana, and suitable rules were framed for the pur-
pose of restricting expenditure of this kind. Each State
now has a committee of its own, whose duty it is to see
that these rules are observed.  The movement was of a
spontaneous character, and although it owed much to
the encouragement of Colonel Walter, the late Governor-
-General's Agent, who enjoyed so large a measure of the
confidence of the States concerned, there can be no doubt
that its success was due mainly to the fact that it afforded
a real and substantial relief to the persons most concerned.
The Chiefs and Thakurs of Rajputana are, 1 think, much
to be congratulated on the wisdom which they have shown
in this matter, and [ feel no doubt that they will persevere
in the judicious course which they have adopted. Their
example is, it scems to me, worthy of imitation, and will,
I cannot help hoping, be followed in other States. The
question is, howevcr, one which does not rest with the Gov-
ernment of India, and all that | can do, as the head of that
Government, is to express my admiration for the sagacity
and moral courage of the authors of the movement, and
my hope that they will not be allowed to stand alone in
supporting it.

I will not end what [ have to say to you to-day, nor take
leave of the ruling Chiefs of Rajputana, without acknow-
ledging the personal courtesy to myself and the loyalty
to the British Empire displayed by all the ruling Chiefs
whom it has been my good fortune to meet. The feelings
which they have professed are, 1 am sure, founded upon:
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a deep conviction that the treatment which they -have
experienced at the hands of the British Government is
such as to justify their entire confidence, They are aware
that we desire to offer them all the support and encourage-
ment which we can give, to avoid any encroachment upon
their rights, and to maintain their territories intact, and
their dignity unsullied..

ADDRESS AT THE AGRA COLLEGE.

7th Nov. 1890, [On the afternoon of the 27th’ November the Viceroy visited the
Agra Government College and received an address from the Manag-
ing Committee, His Excellency was met on his arrival at the Col.
lege by the Lieutenant-Governor, the Principal and the College
Commiittee ; a large number of the general public witnessed the pro-
ceedings. The address mainly dealt with statistics showing the pro-
gress of the College, and after it had been read His Excellency rose
and spoke as follows : —]

Your Honour, Gentlemen of the Managing Commiitee,
Ladses and Gentlemen,—It has gwen me much pleasure to
accept your kind invitation to receive this address and to
meet so large a number of gentlemen connected with the
Agra College and the other leading schools of this city.
I am much obliged to my friends who were kind enough
to arrange my Agra programme for having given me an
opportunity not only of seeing something of the famous
historical buildings which connect Agra with the past, but
also of those other institutions, upon the vitality and effi-
ciency of which the progress and prosperity of this city and
its neighbourhood so much depends (cheers).

I am glad to find that you are disposed to give credit to
the Government of India for taking a sincere interest in the
cause of education. 1 shall not, however, allow myself to
forget that the immediate responsibility for the control and
direction of public instruction has very properly been con-
fided to the Local Governments, and that if, in a city like
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Agra, educational institutions are flourishing, it is mainly
due to the efforts of the local authorities, and [ am sure you
will allow me in this instance to add to the personal en-
couragement of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, who
has, in word and deed, been a consistent friend of the
cause, (Cheers))

In the case of this College, its supporters may, as you
have reminded me, claim not only that it has now arrived at
a most creditable measure of success, but that a very few
years ago it was rescued from extinction only by the spe-
cial efforts of those who were reluctant to sce the disap-
pearance of an institution possessing so large a potentiality
of usefulness. That period of difficulty and suspense has,
I trust, passed away, never to return, and the record of the
distinctions attained by the students of the College during
the last five ycars, as well as the successful manner in
which the affairs of the College have been administered by
the Committee and by the able Principal of the College, Mr.
Thompson, whose energy and devotion, | am glad to ac-
knowledge, (cheers) justify us in anticipating for it a long
and satisfactory career. (Cheers). 1 notice specially the
good performance of the students who, in the spring of the
present year, obtained their Degrees at the Calcutta Univer-
sity, in which, as its Chancellor, I may be permitted to have a
special interest, and I observe that one of these students,
Babu Satish Chandra Banerji, achieved the remarkable
distinction of being first in the First Class in English
Honours, and of getting full marks in Philosophy. (Ckeers.)
I make this remark without any disrespect to the Allahabad
University, the influence of which is daily making itself
more felt in the upper part of India, and which will, I have
no doubt, greatly contribute to the progress of education
in the North-Western Provinces. (Cheers.)

I have heard with pleasure your statement that you are
about to add a fresh wing to the main building in order to
provide a Physical Science School, I have always been
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one of those who believed that it was a mistake to depend
exclusively upon education of a merely literary character,
I had the honor of serving not many years ago upon the
Royal Commission presided over by the Duke of Devon-
shire, and appointed for the express purpose of considering
what steps might be taken to promote scientific instruction
in England, and the evidence which we received convinced
me that the effects of a scientific training were of the
utmost value, and also that it was perfectly possible and
feasible to introduce instruction of that kind into the cur.
riculum of an ordinary school ‘or college. [ am inclined to
think that in this country, perhaps more than in any other,
our young students are likely to be gainers by taking up
subjects which will accustom their minds to those careful
and accurate modes of thought which we associate with
scientific observation and experiment. (Cheers.)

The same may perhaps be said of that kind of education

-which is commonly spoken of as technical, and which has
for its object the application of scientific methods and prin-
ciples to the arts and industries. An education of this
kind has obviously the advantage of offering an alternative
career to our young men instead of concentrating their
attention exclusively upon literary studies, and those pro-
fessions for which literary studies are regarded as a pre-
paration. -

It has the further advantage that it should tend to stimu-
late and to keep alive, or resuscitate, some of those arts and
industries for which India was famous in by-gone days,
but which will have a severe struggle for existence if they
are to hold their own in these days of low prices, fierce
competition, and that mediocrity which appears to dog the
footsteps of mechanical improvements, No one who has
travelled in this country, and who has seen the splendid
monuments, and the relics of its antiquity which are to be
found in almost every part of it, can doubt that the love of
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Art has, from time immemorial, burnt strongly in the breast
of many of the races by which India has been inhabited,
{ trust that the time is not coming when modern Indian
art will be represented by the cheap and, I am afraid I
must say, often pasty, productions which infest our Rail-
way stations, and when the Indian jails will be the only
place in which her textile industries are worthily represent-
ed, The architects, the workers in the precious metals,
the illuminators of books, the carvers in wood and mar-
ble, the weavers of textile fabrics of ancient India, have
left us remains equal in point of artistic excellence to the
most precious relics of European antiquity. [s it too much
to hope that the race of such artists may not be doomed to
extinction, but may rather flourish under the wisely-directed
encouragement of our colleges and schools ?

There is moreover, perhaps this advantage in favour of
artistic, or industrial, or scientific pursuits, as compared
with the pursuit of literary knowledge, that it is much
easier to detect real excellence, and to find out an impos-
ture in the one case than in the other. The person who
adopts the profession of an artist, or a handicraftsman, ot
a mechanician, or an engincer; practically finds that his
attainments are being continually tested, not only while his
education is in progress, but after it has been completed.
A bad enginecr, a bad artificer, or a bad draftsman, is soon
found out., He is confronted with his own failures, and
there is an end of him, but the shallow-brained holder
of an academic distinction, or of a university degree, the
fluent writer or talker of plausible commonplaces, the pro-
duct of a system of mere cramming and forcing, may, if he
“only looks wise enough, pose for a long time to himself and
to those about him as a superior being before he is de-
tected. In the latter case education may, and often does,
stop short when the degree, or the diploma, or the appoint-
ment has been obtained; in the former case it never
ceases. The career of the worker is, as it were, one long
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series of test examinations of the most searching kind, to
which he must submit, whether he likes it or not.

For all these reasons, [ shall not be sorry if the tendency
of the changes which are now in progress should be to
encourage students to take a scientific, or technical, as
distinguished from a purely literary career.

I am glad to notice in this connection your determination
to appoint a teacher of drawing and surveying, who will
prepare your students for the Rurki course, and | hope that
many even of those students who do not mean to take up
engineering, will find time_to learn, at all events, the rudi-
ments of drawing. s

I am glad to find that you make a special reference to
the position which you assign to discipline as part of your
system of education, and I am sure that I rightly interpret
your words when | assume that by discipline you mean
something more than the strict supervision of your pupils
and the exemplary punishment of irregularities, and that
you are alive to the necessity of accustoming them to the
recognition of authority, and to the observance of sound
moral principles. These things are of special necessity in
the case of institutions which, like yours, undertake the
duty not only of teaching their students, but, in some cases,
of housing them within the school premises.

I am glad to observe from your report that you propose,
with this object, to pay an increased amount of attention to
physical training and to the encouragement of manly sports
and amusements. There is, perhaps, no discipline better
than that which a boy learns in the cricket field. (Cheers.)

There is one other observation which I should like to
make. I notice that, out of the 200 students in the College,
190 are Hindus. 1 know how seriously many of my Ma-
homedan friends have lately been addressing themselves to
the promotion of education amongst their co-religionists,
and | cannot help hoping that, in future years, we shall
find the Mahomedan communities represented in colleges
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like this by a proportion of students even exceeding that to
which they are naturally entitled.

It now only remains for me to wish the young men whom
I see before me success during, and after, their school car-
eer, and [ trust that they will remember that, although
we are in the habit of talking of a school course as pre-
paratory for the university, and of a university course
as preparatory for an official career, lucrative professions
university distinctions, and the acquisition of official em-
ployment, are very far from being the sole end of edu-
cation. Whatever a man’s vocation in life may be, whether
humble or exalted, you may depend upon it that his work
will be better done if he addresses himself to it intelligently,
and with a well-informed, thoughtful and well-disciplined
mind. I hope that the time isapproaching when ignorance,
particularly amongst the children of the wealthier members
of society, will be regarded as a reproach, and when in.
stitutions like this will be liberally patronised, not merely
with the object of obtaining employment in the Civil Ser-
vice, or in a paying profession, but of giving our young
students an intellectual equipment, valuable for its own
sake, and calculated to make them happier, more intelligent,
and more useful members of society, (Loud and continued
cheers.)

[During the delivery of his speech, and both on his arrival and

departure, the Viceroy was enthusiastically cheered by the students
and their friends who thronged the College premises.]
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[During the Viceroy’s stay at Agra, he paid a brief visit to Bhurt-
pore, where His Excellency and his staff were received with much hos-
pitality by the Maharaja. On the evening of the Viceroy’s arrival
at Bhurtpore, the Maharaja entertained the Viceregal party at din-
ner, after which His Highness proposed the health of the Queen Em.
press, and then that of His Excellency in the following terms :—]

Your Excellency and Gentlemen,—It affords me much
pride and pleasure to receive Your Excellency here to-day.
I look upon this year as a most auspicieus one to myself,
for at the commencement of it I had the honer to receive
a visit from His Royal Highness Prince Albert Victor,
then in May, on the anniversary of the birthday of the
Queen-Empress, Government was pleased to increase my
salute from 17 to 19 guns, and now [ have the pleasure of
seeing Your Excellency here to-day; and had Her Excel.
lency Lady Lansdowne been able to accompany Your Excel-
lency my satisfaction would have been complete.

I am ever conscious of the benefits derived from the
British rule, and am glad of the opportunity of placing the
best of my troops at the disposal of Government. Your
Excellency is kindly going to inspect those troops to-
morrow, and I feel sure that should occasion ever arise to
call them forth to aid in the defence of the Empire, that
they will show by their behaviour on service the loyalty
and devotion they and their Chief bear towards the Queen-
Empress.

I regret Your Excellency’s stay here is so short, but
brief as it is, [ will always look back upon it with pride
and pleasure, and I hope you will enjoy it and take away
with you pleasing recollections of your visit to Bhurtpore,
And now, gentlemen, I ask you to drink the health of His
Excellency the Viceroy, and when doing so, to couple with
it that of Her Excellency Lady Lansdowne.
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[His Excellency the Viceroy replied to the toast as follows ; =]

I thank Your Highness for the friendly terms in which you
have been good enough to propose my health. Although
I have had the pleasure of exchanging visits with you and
meeting youa upon more than one occasion during my stay
in Agra, it is most agreeable to me to rcnew my acquaint-
ance with you in your own State. Nor can | upon this
occasion fail to call to mind that you were the first ruling
Chief who came to Calcutta to pay his respects to me after
my arrival in this country two years ago.

I listened with much pleasure to your reference to the
honour which has been done you during the course of the
present year, first, by the visit which the Duke of Clarence
paid to Bhurtpore, and sccondly, by the increase in the
number of guns to which Your Highness is entitled.

I am able to tell you that His Royal Highness regarded
his visit to your State as one of the pleasantest incidents
of his tour in India. The decision of the Government of
India to increase Your Highness’s salute was due to my
conviction that as a just and capable Ruler, and as the
Chief of the principal Jat State, you were entitled to this
distinction, which it gave me much'pleasure to confer upon
you. (Applause.)

I am sure that when Your Highness professes your
loyalty to the British Crown and your sense of the advan-
tages which you enjoy under British rule, you are express-
ing your real feelings and convictions. You gave proof of
their sincerity by coming forward at the time when my pre-
decessor, Lord Dufferin, agreed to accept the assistance nf
the Native States, and offering to contribute a large sum
of money towards the defences of the Empire, as well as
to place the whole of the resources of the State at the dise:
posal of the Government of India, The first of these offers
we were, for reasons of public policy, unable to accept.
I am glad, however, to know that Your Highness has, at
this moment, one regiment of cavalry and another of infan-
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try under special training, in order to fit them to take their
place as part of the defensive forces of the Empire.

I hope to have the pleasure of seeing these selected
troops on parade to-morrow morning, and I have already
had the advantage of seeing the cavalry regiment put
through the lance exercise by the gallant officer who com-
mands it, in the most creditable manner. [am glad to learn
from the reports of the inspecting officers that both regi-
ments have made considerable progress. Your Highness
is too good a soldier to expect me to tell you that in
the short time during which they have been under special
training, they have arrived at perfection. It is only by slow
degrees that such a force can be rendered fit to take the
field, but I believe that an excellent beginning has been
made, It is not easy at the ontset to secure the services of
a body of officers competent to take charge of such a force,
but I have no doubt that as time goes on these will be forth-
coming.

I hope also that after a while Your Highness will find it
possible to recruit both regiments from amongst the subjects
of your own State. We attach very great importance to
that condition being fulfilled. In the meanwhile it is
satisfactory to me to know that a fair measure of progress
has been arrived at, which I am certain would not have been
reached had it not been for the personal interest which
Your Highness takes in the drill and discipline of the force.
As to the loyalty and devotion of Your Highness’s troops,
and that of the Ruler of the Bhurtpore State, I feel no
misgivings whatsoever. (Applause.)

It only remains for me, before 1 sit down, to thank Your
Highness tor the manner in which you have referred to
Lady Lansdowne’s absence. 1am glad that she has already
made the acquaintance of Your Highness and of some of the
younger members of Your Highness's family, and I wish
it had been possible for her to accompany me on this
occasion.
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I now beg to drink Your Highness’s health, and td thank
you heartily for the hospitality with which you have re-
ceived us, (Applause.)

{His Excellency, His Highness, and the guests then adjourned to
the terrace, whence they witnessed a brilliant display of fire-works in
the court yard below.

On the following day the Viceroy and his staff visited the ancient
Fortress of Deeg, where they were entertained by the Maharaja at
luncheon in a picturesque palace standing on the margin of an

ornamental piece of water, In the evening they returned to Agra by
train.}

AGRA MATERNITY HOSPITAL.

[The ceremony of opening the Agra Maternity Hospital of the
Dufferin Fund Local Assaciation was performed by Their Excellen-
cies on Tuesday afternoon the 2nd December. The Lieutenant.
Governor and a number of spectators were present, and the proceedings
took place in a large tent erected for the occasion. Mr. Neale,
Chairman of the Committee, read an 'address to Her Excellency,
giving an account of the work under their charge, of the design and
disposition of the buildings, and acknowledging the services of
Dr. Willcocks, Civil Surgeon, and of Mr. C. F. Sheridan, Executive
Engineer.

The Viceroy replied as follows :=-]

Your Honour, Ladies and Gentlemen,—Lady Lansdowne
desires me to convey to you her thanks for your address and
to express the pleasure which it gives her to open this
Hospital. You know how keen an interest she takes in the
fortunes of this Association, and how anxious she is that the
trust committed to her charge by Lady Dufferin should not
suffer in her hands. She wishes me to acknowledge the
generous support which the Fund has received in these Prov-
inces—a support which has never been more usefully given
thaninthe erection of this Hospital. When this building has
been added to those already in existence, there will be no
institution of the kind in India more complete as a whale, or
better calculated to achieve the two great objects arrived at

S

and Dec. 18go.
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by thes Association. These objectsare, an the one hand, to
provide the women of this country, for whom skilled medical
attendance has till now been practically unprocurable, with
such attendance when they most require it, and, on the
other, to give medical tuition to female students of Indian
origin, The two objects are intimately cennected. It is not
too much to say that the success of the movement depends
upon our ability to train up in India a sufficeint number of
female students with the necessary skill and experience to
enable them to practise as doctors amongst the women of
this country. Unless we can dothis, unless we can raise up
a class of female doctors such as I'have described, the finest
hospital buildings will avail but little, and we shall make
but little real progress. The new Maternity Hospital will
serve both these ends. It will provide for the reception of
patients and for their treatment under conditions carefully
contrived so as torespect the religious and other scruples
of the different sectians of the community, It will also
afford to the studeats invaluable opportuuities for clinical
Instruction, which would otherwise be beyond their reach.

The experiment is one of the most important which has
been tried in this country. We have to overcome alt the
old aversion to western medical and surgical methods, all
the prejudices which, till now, have caused this particular
branch of the medical profession to be regarded as degrad-
ing, and to be relegated to persons of the lowest caste.

These are formidable obstacles, but although it would be
a mistake to underrate them, there are many reasons for
believing that they will be overcome.

It has, ! am glad to say, been reported to Lady Lansdowne
that the female students have, as a body, exhibited a most
remarkable aptitude for learning the theoretical part of their
profession. Whether they will in pratice show that they
possess those other qualities which are necessary for practi-
cal success in a profession requiring exceptional nerve and
judgment, time only will show. The result will depend to
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a great extent upon the personal influence exercised over
these young women by those who are now responsible for
their education.

That there will be an opening for qualified female practi-
tioners has, I believe, been already established, and it is cer-
tain that, during the course of the next few years, the demand
for their services will greatly increase,

I am glad to say that the Local Government has recently
given a valuable stimulus to the movement by issuing orders
which empowers the Municipal and District Boards to pro-
vide for the appointment of a succession of female students
to the post of hospital assistant. The public encourage-
ment thus given can scarcely fail to widen the field open to
our studentsand to extend the introduction of female medi-
cal aid.

We are, therefore, | believe, in a position to say that all
the facts point to the conclusion, first, that we shall be able
to throw open to the women of India this new profession
for which they will be trained here; secondly, that our
students will show that they are fit to discharge the duties
of that profession with credit to themselves; and thirdly,
that the time is at hand when that profession, far from being
considered to be a humble or inferior profession, will be
regarded as one of the most honorable which 2 woman can
" adopt, and when it will be admitted by the whole Indian com-
munity that no woman is more worthily or nobly employed
than that woman who is able by her skill and knowledge to
relieve or mitigate the sufferings of her sisters in the hour
of their greatest necessity.

Lady Lansdowne desires me to express her admiration
for the planupon whichthese buildings are constructed, and
which reflects great credit upon the architect, Mr. C. J.
Sheridan, and she feels no doubt that the thought which has
been bestowed upon their arrangement will be duly appre-

ciated.
She also wishes me to say that she has heard with much

S2
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pleasure the Chairman’s account of the work which is being
done in the Lady Lyall Hospital, which she has recently
had the pleasure of visiting since it was opened in the spring
of last year.

The number of patients who have been treated in hospital,
or who have visited the dispensary during the course of the
present year, shows beyond dispute that those for whose
benefit these hospitals were intended have not been slow
to avail themselves of the advantages placed within their
reach. She is also much gratified to learn that the students
attending the medical school have acquitted themselves so
creditably, and that so many of them have not only ob-
tained distinctions while they were under instruction, but
have done good work since they left the school. These
results must, I think, be very satisfactory, not only to the
Committee but to the two distinguished lady doctors, Miss
Morice and Miss Yerbury, who have had charge of the
hospital and school.

I'am also to express Lady Lansdowne’s gratitude to Dr.
Willcocks, whose services have been suitably referred to in
the address, and to Dr. Anderson, who was Principal of the
Medical School at Agra during a part of the years 1888
and 1889, and whose valuable assistance is specially noticed
in the annual report of the Fund for last year. The
Associationis well aware that the success of the movement
depends in a great measure upon the co-operation of the
Civil Surgeons who have, in all parts of India, shown them-
selves most loyal and indefatigable supporters of the move-
ment.

In conclusion, | am to say that Lady Lansdowne is most
grateful to all those who have, in these provinces, so
generously supported the Association, She hopes that the
good example which has been set by gentlemen like Sheikh
Hafiz Abdul Karim of Meerut will be followed by others,
and that the generosity with which the Association has
been supported since the date of its inception will remain
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undiminished while she has the honor of being its patro-
ness

I have now only to express the pleasure which it has
given me to take part in this opening cermony, and to wish
cordially that the new Maternity Hospital may have the
success which it deserves. (Applause.)

OPENING THE AGRA WATER-WORKS.

{On the forenoon of Wednesday, the 3rd December, the Viceroy 3rd Dec. 1890,
opened the Agra water-works, which have been constructed by the
Municipality with Government aid. - A large number of spectators
were present. Before proceeding to inspect the works and to declare
them open, His Excellency received an address describing the nature
of the undertaking and the difficulties which had to be encountered,
in replying to which he spoke as follows :—]

Your Honour, Ladies and Gentlemen,—1 have to thank
you for allowing mc an opportunity of associating myself
with you in the completion of this great and useful work,
I have listened with much interest to the account which has
just been given by the Chairman of the circumstances
under which this project has been taken up by the Munici-
pality, and of the process by which the city will hereafter
obtain the inestimable blessing of a pure water-supply.

The completion of these works will, I hope, for all time
render it impossible to say of the City of Agra, as you have
been constrained to say in your address, that it is one in
which, at certain times of the year, a draught of pure water
has been an almost unprocurable luxury.

I rejoice to find that throughout India the leading Munici«
palities are scriously addressing themselves to the task of
dealing with this grave question of water-supply, and | feel
no doubt that any pecuniary sacrifices in the way 'of in-
creased taxation involved by the construction of works such
as these, will be amply compensated by the results which
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will be achieved in improving the general health and lowering
the death-rate of the community.

The present death-rate in the larger towns of these Prove
inces ranges, I am told, from 40 to §5 per 1,000—a figure
which justifies the conclusion that, in the five largest Muai.
cipalities, the deaths due to preventible causes, probably
amount to 25,000 or 30,000 per annum, in a population
numbering less than a million. A mortality of this kind, if
it were caused by a sudden outbreak of disease, would occa-
sion a severe shock to public feeling, and probably provoke
a general outburst of indignation. We are, I am glad to
think, beginning to realise that the amount of disease and
loss of life traceable to these causes is a standing reproach
to those who are responsible for the health and welfare of
the population, and we are taking vigorous steps to effect
an improvement,

That the evil is one which can be controlled is, I think,
demonstrated by our own experience in other.parts of the
world. The death-rate in the City of London is said to
have reached between 70 and 8o per 1,000 in the seven.
teenth century. It fellto 50 per 1,000 in the eighteenth,
and at present stands at about ¥g or 20, Let us hope that
the sanitary conditions of Agra will in time to come approxi-
mate rather to those of London in the present day than to
those of London as it was a hundred yearsago. (A4pplause.)

[ trust that the citizens of Agra will cordially support the
Municipality both by submitting with readiness’to the pecu-
niary sacrifice involved by the necessary taxation~~a sacri-
fice which, I cannot help thinking, is infinitesimally small,
compared with the. advantages which it procures—and in
the practical observance of those sanitary rules, the dis-
regard of which involves such speedy and terrible retribu-
tion. A payment at the rate of something between three
and five annas for every thousand gallons of water supplied
certainly does not seem to be a very exorbitant charge,
and [ have no doubt that it will be readily submitted to.
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As for that prejudice to which reference has been made
in the addresswmi mean the prejudice against the use of
artificially- supphed water—we may, | think, look forward
confidently to its disappearance.

l can at any rate answer for the correctness. of your
statement that, in the great City of Calcutta, the people avail
themselves with avidity of the excellent pipe supply which
has been there placed within their reach by the Municipality,

The only objection which within my knowledge has
been taken to the Calcutta liquid thus furnished, was the
somewhat singular one, which was once utged by a person-
age of some distinction who had arrived from a distant part
of the Presidency to spend a few days in the capital, and
who told me that the Calcutta water did not meet with his
approval because it had no taste. I feel no doubt that if
my friend had been able to stay a little longer in that city,
he would have reconciled himself to the absence of the fuller-
flavoured fluid which he had been accustomed to imbibe.

I am glad that you have in your address referred to the
gratitude due to Mr. A, J. Lawrence, now Commissionet of
Meerut, whom I see here present, for having originated this
useful project, the completion of which must be a source of
no small pride and satisfaction to him. (A4pplause.)

I must be allowed also to mention the services of Mr.
Finlay, to whose administrative ability and energy it is in
great measure due that a work of great difficulty in all its
details has been successfully brought to its present stage
(applanse), and of Mr. Hughes, the Supervising Engineer, to
whose professional ability you have paid a well.deserved
tribute. (Applause.)

It now only remains for me to open the new works, and
in doing so, I trust that they may in years to come be the
means of bringing to this city health, comfort, and the
almost innumerable blessings which a pure water-supply
affords to those who are fortuhate enough to obtain one,
(Applause.)
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b Dec. 18g0. [His Excellency the Viceroy arrived at Benares on Thursday
morning, the 4th December, and was received at the Railway Station
by His Highness the Maharaja of Benares and all the principal Civil
and Military officers. The Municipal Commissioners presented the
Viceroy with an address of welcome, to which His Excellency replied

as follows :~]

My. President and Members of the Municipal Commis-
ston of the Town of Benares,—!| return you my hearty
thanks for the welcome with which, as the constituted re-
presentatives of this ancient city, you have received me on
my arrival here I attach a special value to your declara-
tions of loyalty and gaod-will, both from the fact that your
Municipality has been conspicuous amongst those of this
part of India for the energy and independence with which
it has discharged the important duties entrusted to it, and
also because your words, uttered in the name of the people
of a city which occupies so exceptional a position in the
estimation of all who profess the Hindu faith, must be re-
garded as having more than ordinary significance,

The Government of India has, as you remind me, been
careful to preserve a strict neutrality in all matters con-
nected with the religious faith of the people of India, 1
am making no departure from that neutrality when I assure
you of my sympathy with your endeavours to cling to, and

reserve, amidst the rapid changes, moral and material,
through which India is passing, all that is noblest and best
in the Hindu character and in Hindu traditions.

The sanctity of this city and the deep veneration felt for
it by the whole Hindu population of India have no doubt
added greatly to the difficulties encountered by those who
are responsible for the management of its local affairs.
The vast body of devout persons who, year after year, flock
to your shrines and holy places, while they, no doubt, bring
with them a certain amount of wealth, which must add to
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the prosperity of the resident population, bring also those
evils which are inseparable from overcrowding and the
aggregation of large bodies of human beings in places
where there is not sufficient accommodation for them. [am
glad to hear that you are facing these difficulties with
courage, and that you are being liberally supported by the
Government of these provinces, The case is one in which
I think you have a right to look also for some measure of
support from your co-religionists in other parts of India,
and [ learn, with satisfaction, that a special organization has
been provided for the purpose of enlisting support of this
kind.

I'take note of the hope, which you have been good enough
to express, that, when your new sanitary works have been
completed, I may be able to take part in the opening cere-
mony. Although it is impossible for me to give you a
definite engagement to this effect, I shall be glad, when the
proper time comes, to give your request the most favour-
able consideration which the circumstances admit,
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ADDRESS FROM THE KASI GANGA PRASADINI
SABHA, BENARES,

[At noon on the ath December 180 2 Deputation consisting of the
members of the fixecutive Councit of the Kasi Ganga Prasadini Sabha
waited upon the Viceroy at Nandesar House, Benares, and presented
an address to His Excellency. The object of the Sabha, or association,
will be apparent from Lord Lansdowne’s reply, which was as folléws :—]

Gentiemen,~| have listened with much interest to the
statemeat which you have been good enough to lay before
me on behalf of the Kasi Ganga Prasadini Sabha.

I have no hesitation in saying that the objects of your
Association appear to me to be entirely laudable. You are
seeking to afford your fellow-citizens some measure of relief
from the exceptional burden of taxation to which the large
expenditure incurred, or about to be incurred, on necessary
municipal improvements has rendered them liable, by en-
listing the support of devout Hindus in other parts of India.
That burden is, no doubt, an exceptionally onerous one, and
the resident population of Benares has, 1 think, a right to
expect that it should be assisted to bear it by the wealthier
members of the great Hindu community, which every year
sends to this city about half a million of pilgrims, whose
presence undoubtedly increases the difficulty of making
suitable provision for the sanitary wants of the place.

I rejoice to hear that you have already met with a con.
siderable amount of success, and that your appeal has been
liberally responded to by several of the Chiefs and Princes
to whom you have alrcady applied.

You are good enough to express a wish that [ should
afford you a measure of official recognition by allowing
you to connect my name with your Sabha as that of its
Patron. That request is one with which I do not hesitate
to comply, and I shall be very glad if, during my connec-
tion with the Sabha, you are completely successful in
achieving the objects with which it has been formed.
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LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE
ISHWAR! HOSPITAL (COUNTESS OF
DUFFERIN'S FUND).

{Her Excellency the Marchioness of Lansdowne laid the Found- sth Dec. 1890,
ation Stone of the Ishwari Hospital (to be built in connection with the
Countess of Dufferin’s Fund) at Benares, on Thursday afternoon, the
4th December 18g0. l.ady Lansdowne was accompanied by the Vices
roy and His Excellency’s Staff, and was received by the Maharaja of
Benares and the Reception Committee at the site of the Hospital. A
short address, describing the progress of the Benares Branch of the
Countess of Dufferin's Fund, was read, and presented to Her Excel-
lency, on behalf of whom Lord Lansdowne replied as follows 1 =]

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—Lady Lans-
downe desires me to tender you her thanks for the address
with which you have been good enough to present her.

She rejoices to know that the important movement ini-
tiated by Lady Dufferin for the provision of Medical Aid
to the women of India is receiving support in this city,
which is so closely identified with the national life of the
Hindu community.

She wishes me to acknowledge her great obligation to
the liberality of His Highness the Maharaja, to whose initi-
ative it is certainly due that we are able to meet to-day
for the purpose of layving the Foundation Stone of the new
Hospital.

That Hospital could not bear a more appropriate name
than that of His Highness the late Maharaja of Benares,
whose memory is so affectionately and respectfully cher-
ished by all who knew him, whether of Indian or British
origin.

- You have referred in language of regret to the fact that
the generous example thus set by His Highness, and
followed by the Maharajas of Bettiah and Vizianagram,
has not found as many imitators as you could have wished.

Lady Lansdowne shares your desire that the Association

should not depend merely on the princely gifts of the
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illustrious benefactors who have, until now, been its prin-
cipal supporters, and she trusts that, in time to come, the
financial stability of the Fund will come to rest upon
broader foundations,

Nothing, however, would be more opposed to Lady
Lansdowne's wishes than that this movement should owe
its existence to support reluctantly given. Nor could any-
thing be further from the intention of the Central Com-
mittee than that undue pressure, direct or indirect, should
be applied for the purpose of inducing anyone, whether
of high or low station, to become a donor or subscriber to
the Fund. It has been generously supported at the out-
set by large gifts from the leading Chiefs and Rulers of
India, but we should look forward to the time when the
different local institutions will be able to obtain a regular
income from local subscribers of smaller amounts. When
the immense advantages afforded by these hospitals come
to be realised, I feel no doubt that the communities direct-
ly benefited by them will sce to it that they are properly
maintained and provided with funds.

Lady Lansdowne trusts that you may have no thﬁculty
in completing this Hospital, and that it will be worthy to
take its place by the side of the other institutions of the
same kind which the city already possesses.

There is certainly no city in India which more requires
to be adequately furnished with hospital accommodation
than this city, which has to provide not only for its large
resident population, but for the vast concourse of pilgrims
who, year after year, flock to its shrines and holy places,

Lady Lansdowne cordially wishes success to the new
Hospital, and will now, with your permission, proceed to
lay its Foundation Stone.
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THE AGE OF CONSENT BILL.

{At the meeting of the Legislative Council of the Governor Gene- gth Jan. 1891.
ral heild on Friday, the gth January 18gt, Sir Andrew Scoble moved
for and obtained leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Indian Penal
Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure, with the object of raising
the age of consent of Indian female children from ten to twelve
years. Sir Andrew Scoble spoke at some length in explanation of
the measure, and was followed by Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter, who
opposed it on the ground that it involved an interference with orthodox
Hindu laws and customs. Mr. Nulkar, another Hindu Member (for
Bombay), spoke in support of the _motion. His Excellency the Presi-
dent closed the debate with the following statement :-~]

I do not think it necessary to add to what has already
been said in defence of the Bill on the table except perhaps
to the extent of observing that, while we shall always recog-
nize the high authority which attaches to any observations
falling from the lips of our Hon'ble Colleague Sir Romesh
Chunder Mitter, the Government of India, for the reasons
urged by the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Bill in his
opening statement, cannot admit with him that the existing
criminal law is sufficient for the purpose of affording protec-
tion to those whom we propose to protect under this Bill.
Nor can we accept his view that the Proclamation of 1858,
which the Government of India regards as in the highest
degree obligatory upon it,’can be considered as absolutely
precluding us from interference simply because for the pur-
poses of this Bill the same protection is extended to mar-
ried as to unmarried children. Nor, again, can we join
with him in thinking that, because there have been no
prosecutions under the existing section of the Penal Code
with its 10-year limit of age, that section can be regarded
as having no effect, or, as I think he described it,a “dead
letter.” I believe that I shall be confirmed by those who
are more familiar with Indian legislation than I am when
1 say that the effect of the law in this country is often
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valuable quite as much for its educative operation as for
any results which it may lead to in the matter of legal
proceedings or prosecutions. These, however, are points
which can be more conveniently discussed at a later stage
in the Bill. My object in now addressing the Councilis to
place Hon'ble Members and the public in complete pos-
session of the views of the Government of India, not so
much with regard to the special question dealt with in this
Bill, as with respect to certain other matters which are to
same extent connected with it in the mind of the public.

It has been very properly insisted upon by the Hon’ble
Member in charge of the Bill that it does not, in any way,
affect what may, for convenience sake, be spoken of as the
marriage law of this country. There is, as far as | am
aware, no social or religious custom or observance in
force among the Hindu community to which this Bill does
the slightest violence. We propose merely to protect
from the unquestioned evils of early prostitution or prema-
ture sexual intercourse that great body of the female chil-
dren of India which lies between the age of 10, up to which
the present law affords them protection, and the age of 12,
up to which we propose that such protection should be
extended. Our measure affects the marriage usuage only,
in so far as this protection extends to a married as well as
to arn unmarried child. Under the law, as it now stands,
no distinction is made between them for this particular
purpose, and we do not propose that, as a matter of prin-
ciple, any such distinction should be introduced now. The
immaturity of a young girl does not vary according as she
is married or not, and we cannot, therefore, consistently
give protection to the one class and deny it to the other.
Thatis the beginning and the end of the connection of the
Bill upon the table with the marriage law of India.

It is, however, withir the knowledge of Hon’ble Members,
and our Hon'ble Colleague Mr, Nulkar has dwelt with
great force upon the point, that the proposal embodied in
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the Bill has recently been associated with other proposals
widely different from it —proposals which do most distinctly
affect the marriage law and the religious and social insti-
tutions of the Hindus. This association has been {so0
closely maintained that the whole group of questions has
come to be regarded as indissolubly connected, and it is
inferred that, if the Government of India intends to deal
with any one part of the subject, we are, to a certain
extent, committed to deal with the rest.

I desire to correct this misapprehension, and, if Hon'ble
Members will allow me, I propose to place them and the
publie in full possession of our intentions, and to tell them
exactly, not only what we propose to do in regard to the
group of propesals to which [ have refcrred, but also what
we propose to leave undone.

The proposals, to which I refer, and which have lately
been brought prominently under our notice, are to be
found in a series of Resolutions lately submitted to the
Government of India by an English Committee numbering
amongst its members many persons occupying conspicu.
ous positions in public life, and connccted at one time or
anotber with high official employments in this country. It
is impossible to feel any doubt as to the sincerity of this
distinguished body of reformers, or as to the excellence of
the objects at which they are endeavouring to arrive, If
we do not entirely agree with them in their conclusions, it
is only because, being, as we are, in closer contact than
most of them, with public opinion here, we realise more
fully than they can the extreme gravity of any steps of
which it might be truly said that they involve interference
with the religious or social institutions of any large section
of the inhabitants of India.

t will, for the sake of convenience, refer, in order, to the
Resolutioas adopted by the Committee, and by it submitted

to the Secretary of State for India and the [ndian Govern-
ment.
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The first of these Resolutions is in favour of raising the
age of consent to 132, That is the proposal embodied in
our Bill, and I need not refer further to it except for the
purpose of mentioning that we decided to take this subject
up early in the month of July last, and consequently long
before we were aware of the movement which had been
set on foot in England.

I may also point out, in passing, that in one most im-
portant respect our Bill, in so far as it affects husbands and
wives, afford to them a degree of security against undue
or inquisitorial interference which.they do not, at present,
possess, It does so in the following way:=—My Hon’ble
friend has explained that in order to minimize the risk of
private persecution or of black-mailing by the Police, the
offence dealt with by the Bill has, in all cases where the
husband is the person accused, been made non-cognizable.
As the law now stands, with the lower limit of age, it is a
cognizable offence, even if the husband is the person who
has committed it. While, therefore, we have, in one sense
rendered the law more stringent by increasing the age-limit,
we have, in another sense, greatly increased our precautions
against an abuse of the law, and given the advantage of
this new security to a”large number of persons who are at
present entirely without it.

The second Resolution suggests the so-called ¢ ratifica-
tion” of infant marriages ‘ within a reasonable time of the
proper age,” with the condition that marriages, not so rati-
fied, shall be set aside. This proposal has, [ understand, re-
ceived a considerable amount of support in influential quar-
ters. I do not, however, think that those who have advo-
cated its adoption can have realised the tremendous gravity
of the step which they recommend. It is no exaggeration
to say that such a change in the law would simply revolu-
tionise the social system of the Hindus. We are all aware
that in their estimation a marriage contract, no matter at
what age it is entered into, is of the most absolutely bind-
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ng and sacred character. To enact that such a contract
should subsequently be made revocable, or, in other words,
that the original contract should become little more than a
formal betrothal, would involve an interference with the
domestic institutions of the people of India which neither
my Colleagues nor | are prepared to admit, To justify
such interference upon the ground that it would, to some
extent, assimilate the law in India to what used to be the
~common law as to child marriage in Christian Europe, ap-
pears to me to be entirely beside the mark. | am, more-
over, altogether at a loss to conceive how such a law, sup-
posing it to have been passed, could be enforced, and I
observe that even the authors of the Resolution admit that
the change could not be made without consulting native
Indian oplmon, and that they throw out the further sug-
gestion that, should the proposed change meet with seri-
ous opposition, it could, in the first instance, be made
binding only on such classes of the community as might
formally place themselves under it.

The third Resolution has reference to the much-debated
subject of suits for the restitution of conjugal rights. It is
- urged that such suits in their coercive form are open to se-
rious objection, and that the law, under which a decree
for the restitution of conjugal rights may be enforced by
imprisonment, should be amended. The Government of
India is invited to “reconsider the whole subject with a
due regard to the marriage law and the habits and customs
of the people of India.” 1 am in a position to say that the
Government of India have already, on more than one occa-
sion, given to this matter that reconsideration for which
the authors of the Resolution have asked. The subject is
one of extreme intricacy, and it would be impossible, with-
in the limits of these observations, to deal with it satisfac.
torily, but I may say that the result of our enquiries has
been to satisfy us that suits for restitution are common only
fn a few localities, and that in these they are usually con-

T
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fined to the lower classes of society, which naturally regard
such suits from a point of view different from that of their
superiors in social status, We have, therefore, had to con-
sider how these classes would be affected were we to de-
prive them absolutcly of any of the remedies which the law
now affords. :

Now it must be borne in mind that, in cases where the
husband or wife has property, the Court already has power
to attach it, and after a limited time to award compensa-
tion to the suitor. It can, therefore, only be in cases where
there is no property that any necessity can arise for enfor-
cing the decree by imprisonment, and in such cases impri-
sonment is probably often the only remedy available. We
are of opinion that a serious injustice would be done to the
poorer classes of suitors, were it to be enacted that under
no circumstances shall this remedy be resorted to. Such
an enactment would encourage lax customs in respect of
marriage where the customs are already deplorably lax, and
where it should be our object to render the marriage tie
more binding than it is at present. Whatever be the opi-
nion of the more educated members of the community we
have no reasou to believe that, among the poorer classes,
the enforcement of a decree for restitution by imprisonment
of the wife or husband at the discretion of the Court is
looked upon by either party as an outrage. We think,
however, that the existing law is capable of improvement,
At present the law leaves it to the decree-holder to de-
mand imprisonment as a means of enforcing the decree,
and if he does so, the Court has no option. We think
that such an option should be given, and that it would suffice
if a proviso were inserted in Section 260 of the Civil Pro-
cedure Code empowering the Court to refuse to consign a
recusant wife or husband to imprisonment, or, should the
Court order imprisonment, to restrict the term to such pe-
riod as it might think fitt We do not, however, regard
this question as one of immediate or urgent importance, and
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we propose to deal with it whenever we next have occasion
to revise the Civil Procedure Code. We see, at any rate,
no reason for undertaking legislation in regard to this point
concurrently with that which will be necessary with re-
ference to the wholly distinct question dealt with in the
present Bill.

The fourth Resolution has reference to the re-marriage
of widows, and asks that the legal obstacles that still stand
in the way of this should be removed. In regard to this,
two proposals are made. Of these the first is that we should
alter the law as it is expressed in Section 2 of Act XV of
1856, under which a widow forfeits her interest in her de-
ceased husband’s property on her re-marriage. Now there
can be no doubt that this section often has the effect of
placing a Hindu widow who marries again in a most la.
mentable position—a position which is all the more pitiable
because, as pointed out by the framers of the Resolu-
tion, it is a worse positien than that of the widow who,
without re-marrying, leads an unchaste life. The section is
however, one which we are certainly not prepared to repeal.
During the course of the long discussions which have taken
place in regard to this branch of the subject, nothing has
been more clearly established than that the right given to a
widow in her husband’s estate is one which she enjoys un.
der very strict and special limitations, She is allowed to as.
sume an interest in her husband’s property, not as its na-
tural heir, or with the idea that she is to be free to enjoy it
in such a manner as she may deem fit, but because she is
regarded as specially responsible for the performance of
certain religious acts essential to the well-being of the de.
ceased—acts which she could not adequately perform if by
" a fresh marriage she were to become the wife of a different
person, This aspect of the question was thoroughly con-
sidered' at the time when the Act of 1856 was discussed in
the Legislative Council, and I will venture to read an
extract from a speech delivered upon that occasion by

T2
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Sir James Colvile, who has expressed, in language more
appropriate than any which | can command, and with
an authority to which I cannot pretend, what seems to
us to be the sound view of the case. Sir James Colvile
said :—

“The right thus taken by the widow in her husband’s
estate was a very peculiar one, and very limited in enjoy-
ment. She had not full dominion over the property, for
she could not alienate any part of it except for purposes
of strict necessity, or for such pious uses as contributed
to the spiritual benefit of her husband. In fact the law
gave it to her not for her own benefit, but from the notion
that her prayers and sacrifices, and the employment of his
wealth in religious and charitable acts, would be beneficial
to her deceased husband in another state of existence. If
then this Bill had enabled her to carry into the arms of
another man or into another family the property which she
bad so acquired, its opponents might reasonably have ob-
jected to it, that it would aggravate those mischievous con-
sequences which often flow from the law as it exists, and
that, contrary to Hindu law and Hindu feeling, it enabled
the widow to enjoy her deceased husband’s estate freed
from the condition and the trusts upon which alone the law
gave it to her.”

This view of the case is, | apprehend, as sound at the
present time as it was when Sir James Colvile’s words were
spoken, and we do not propose to make any departure from
the wise policy embodied in the passage which | have just
read. :

The second of the alleged obstacles is said to arise from
the insufficiency of the protection afforded to widows de-
siring to re-marry under Section 6 of the same Act, which
runs as follows—‘ Whatever words spoken, ceremonies
performed, or engagements made on the marriage of a
Hindu female who has not been previously married, are
sufficient to constitute a valid marriage, shall have the
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same effect, if spoken, performed, or made, on the marriage
of a Hindu widow; and no marrtage shall be declared in-
valid on the ground that such words, ceremonies, or en-
gagements are applicable to the case of a widow.” This
section was obviously intended to afford facilities for such
re-marriages by giving them validity in spite of any eccle-
siastical opposition which they might encounter. These
facilities are, however, it is stated, of no avail in conse-
quence of the refusal of the Hindu priests to perform the
necessary marriage ceremonies, and it is suggested ten-
tatively that the State might perhaps provide-a form of civil
marriage before a Registrar for women desiring to cone.
tract a second marriage. _

I am constrained to express my opinion that those who
propose to overcome this obstacle by the adoption of such
a remedy have altogether under-rated the extent of the
difficulty with which they have to deal. In order to ex-
plain my meaning, | cannot do so better than refer to the
manner in which the same point has been dealt with by a
well-known writer on [ndian subjects, who has lately pub-
lished in the London 7imes a series of papers dealing with
these subjects. The writer of these papers sums up his
conclusion by advising us, not to provide an alternative
form of marriage, but to take steps in order to afford pro-
tection to individual Hindus who desire to avail them-
selves of the civil rights already granted to them by British-
made Acts against the public penalties inflicted upon
them by the Hindu ecclesiastical law, and he explains in
more than one eloquent passage that the whole of the
disabilitics under which Hindu women at present suffer
in this respect arise from the shortcomings of our legisla-
tion, * which allows the Hindu ecclesiastical law to inflict
penalties upon Hindu women for the lawful exercise of
their civil rights.”” He tells us that the rcmedy for this
state of things “lies within the power of the Anglo-Indian
Legislature,” and that * the Hindu ecclesiastical taw should
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forthwith be deprived of its power to legally punish women
for the lawful exercise of their civil rights.”

Now I think Hon’ble Members will agree with me that
when we speak of Hindu ecclesiastical law, and of legisla-
tion for the parpose of depriving it of any of its powers,
we should keep before us a clear conception of that which
is meant by the expression ‘ Hindu ecclesiastical law,”
ard fortunately the writer cf the papers from which I am
quoting has himself supplied us with an adequate defini.
tien, for he proceeds to explain that by the term “Hindu
ecclesiastical law’’ it is his intention to sum up “the
complex growth of ordinance, usage, and procedure, which
forms the religious side of the caste system, as distinguish.
ed from its social and commercial aspects.”” The struggle,
therefore, upon which the Indian Legislature is invited to
embark is a struggle with no less an opponent than the
whole system of Hindu religious caste. The hopelessness
of such a contest in reference to issues of this kind, even if
we were not deterred from it by other considerations, be-
comes evident if we consider the nature of the penalties
by which the edicts of this so-called ecclesiastical law are
enforced. Whatthen are those penalties ? We are informed
by the same authority that the penalties, which the Hindu
ecclesiastical law, as thus defined, inflicts upon a couple
who have the courage to avail themselves of the Marriage
Act of 1856 are threefold. The first of these penalties is,
he explaing, a social one. The married couple, and such
of their friends as have abetted their marriage, are cut off
from social and domestic intercourse with their families
and caste people. With this penalty the writer frankly ad-
mits that “ it would be practically impossible for the British
law to interfere.”” We may, therefore, assume that, what.
ever legislation we may resort to, this penalty, with all its
terrors—and it is not easy to over.estimate them—wil] re-
main in force, It is explained, however, that there are also
two religious penalties,~ ¢ the woman is denied admission
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“ to the temple for the performance of her habitual religious
* duties, as if she were living in open sin;”’ and besides this
““an act of excommunication may also issue against the
“married couple and their abettors, which completely cuts
“them off from all rightsand privileges to which they were
¢ entitled as members of a Hindu caste.”

It is against these penalties that we are asked to protect
those who are liable to them, and I gather from what follows
that it is intended that such protection shall take the shape
of a change in the law, which would render any attempt to
enforce such penalties punishable under the Penal Code.

We have anxiously considered this suggestion, and the
conclusion which forces itself upon us is first, that we
should not be justified in attempting so far-reaching an
innovation as that which would, for example, be involved
in compelling the admission of any person to the places of
worship of the Hindus in opposition to the religious scruples
of the rest of the community. And in the next place we
are convinced that any attempt to resort to such legal
compulsion would be absolutely illusory, so long as the
social excommunication, with which it is admitted that we
should be powerless to interfere, remains in force. The
social and the religious excommunication are two forms
of one and the same thing, and, so long as Hindu opinion
remains what it is upon these subjects, any attempts to
remove either religious or social disabilities in cases such
as that under discussion are, we believe, predestined to
failure. If any change is to be made in these respects, it
must come from within and not from without, and must be
the result of an alteration in the public opinion of the
people of this country, and not of a social innovation forced
upon them by the British Government Signs are, [am
glad to say, not wanting that, amongst the more enlightened
and better educated classes, such an alteration is already in

progress.
For the reasons which I have given we do not, with the
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exceptions upon which | have already touched, propose to
proceed in the direction indicated by these Resolutions,
We propose for the present to limit ourselves to-legislation
which, as my Hon’ble friend has pointed out, will not create
a new offence, and which will not touch the marriage law.
Our object is simply to afford protection to those who can-
not protect themselves—protection from a form of physical
ill-usage which I believe to be reprobated by the most
thoughtful section of the community —which is, to the best
of my belief, entirely unsupported by religious sanction,
and which under the English law is punishable with penal
servitude for life without any exceptions or reservations.

I teust that the measure, thus limited and restricted, will
receive the support of public opinion, and I cordially com-
mend it to the favourable consideration of the Council.

CONVOCATION OF THE CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY.

[The Annual Convocation of the University of Calcutta for conferring
Degrees was held at the Senate House on Saturday afternoon, the 24th
January 1891, His Excellency the Chancellor presiding. The audience
of visitors and students was a large one. After the Degrees had been
conferred, His Excellency the Chancellor, who, on rising, was received
with cheers, spoke as follows : —]

Mr. Vice-Chancellor, Your Honour, Ladies and Genile-
men,—Let me, in the first place, express the pleasure
which it gives me once more to meet the members of the
Convocation. They will allow me to wish them a happy
new year, and to express my hope that it may bring nothing
but prosperity to the University and to all who are con-
nected with it. On these occasions our thoughts naturally
turn to the year which we have just left behind. It was
marked by one incident which has attracted much public
attention, and which possesses a painful interest for us. 1
need not tell you that I refer to the case of the Ripon
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College and the serious irregularities which were dis-
covered in connection with it. The subject is one’ which
1 would gladly pass by without notice, but it would be the
merest affectation on my part to ignore it, and as the ques-
tion was one which was referred to the Government of
India—one, moreover, in which our action, or perhaps I
should say our inaction, provoked a good many comments—
I feel that I am called upon to say one or two words in
reference to it. I do so, not for the purpose of reviving
controversies which have been laid to rest, but merely
because I am extremely anxious that the attitude observed
by the Government of India should not be misconstrued.

Upon one point there will be no dispute. The facts
which were brought to light beyond all question disclosed
irregularities of the gravest kind—irregularities discredit-
able to the institution immediately concerned, and indirectly
reflecting discredit upon the University, to which the
College is affiliated. [ wish to take this opportunity of
placing on record my strong condemnation of those practi-
ces, and I say without hesitation that, if we could have
brought ourselves to believe that the authorities of the
University were likely totolerate, or to connive at, such
practices, the intervention of the Government of India
would have become inevitable.

It is, however, most important that we should remem-
ber how the case stood when it came before us. The ques-
tion had been dealt with, in the first instance by the Syndi-
cate, which may, I think, be properly described as being for
ordinary purposes the exccutive body of the Univers ' —a
body which, as I understand your constitution, derives
its authority from the Senate and acts under  mandate.
But when the case came before the Governnient of India,
we found that the Senate, acting within its rights, had
taken the matter out of the hands of the Syndicate and was
still engaged in dealing with it itself. The question which
we had to decide was, therefore, not so much whether the
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stronger measures proposed by the Syndicate, or the milder
courses which found favour with the Senate, best met
with the requirements of the case, as whether, while the
Senate was still dealing with the question, which undoubt-
~ edly concerned it, the Government of India ought to inter-
vene, and, upon the assumption that the University was
not fit to be trusted to deal adequately with the case,
resort to a kind of coup d’efat which would have had the
effect of, for the moment, superseding Senate and Syndi-
cate alike, We felt that, under these circumstances, we
could not, while the matter was still sud judice, without
dealing a blow at the authority of the University, take the
matter out of its hands. (Applause.)

Iam glad to hear that the persons responsible for the
administration of the Ripon College have been able to
satisfy the University authotities, including the members
of the Syndicate, that they have taken adequate precau-
tions against the recurrence of such deplorable incidents,
(epplause) and the question has heen disposed of in-and
by the University, and without the intervention of the
Government—an intervention which must always be cone
templated as possible in an extreme case, but which should,
I feel no doubt, be resorted to as rarely as possible.

The incident has been a most regretable one, but I
trust that it will serve as a lesson not only to those imme-
diately concerned, but to all who are in any way connected
.with the educational system of which this University is
the head. The University. owes it not only to itself, but
to every institution connected with it, and to every student
whose hopes are centred here, to uphold scrupulously the
standard of truth and morality from which so reprehensi-
ble a departure was made upon the occasion of which I
am speaking. '

The Vice-Chancellor, in concluding the discussion
which took place on the 8th September, referred in weighty
words to this sacred obligation, and I am glad to have this
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opportunity of expressing my entire adhesion to what then
fell from him, (Applause.)

Before I sit down I should like to refer for one moment
to another matter of interest to the University, a matter
of which I can speak without any misgivings or regrets.

When [ last had the pleasure of meeting you [ men-
tioned my desire to see the Fellowships of the University
conferred upon somecwhat different principles to those
which had previously governed the selcction, and I inti-
mated my readiness to consider, when the next series of
vacancies come to be filled up; the names of one or two
gentlemen submitted to me by the Graduates of the Uni-
versity for this high distinction. I have been able to fulfil
my pledge, and a few weeks ago the Graduates were given
an opportunity of making their selection. (4pplause.) They
have done so, and they have put before me the names of
two gentlemen, Babu Jogindra Chandra Ghose, and Babu
Mohendra Nath Ray. [ have ascertained that this selec.
tion has becen one justified by the character and ante.
cedents of the gentlemen selected. (4pplause.)

Babu Jogindra Chandra Ghose is an M, A. of eight
years' standing, and has been practising as a Vakil of the
Calcutta High Court for about six years. He is a géntle-
man of cultivated tastes, and has done his country and the
literary world good service by editing in a collected form,
and with an excellent introduction, the scattered writings
of the Indian reformer, Ram Mohan Ray. (A4pplause.)

Babu Mohendra Nath Ray is an M. A. of six years’
standing, and is one of the most distinguished Graduates
of the University. His academic career was exceptionally
brilliant ; he stood first at the F. A,, first at the B. A, and
first in his own subject at the M. A,, examination, and he
won some of the most important scholarships, prizes, and
medals that are competed for at the Arts examinations.
He is now one of the lecturers on higher Mathematics in

the City College, and in the Indian Association for the
Cultivation of Science.
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It therefore gives me much pleasure to include these
two gentlemen in the list of the Fellows who have been
appointed to fill existing vacancies. (4pplause.) You will,
by the way, notice that, following the precedent of last
year, only eight appointments have been made, although
there were 12 vacancies. This course has been adopted
with the object of gradually reducing the Fellows List to
more reasonable proportions. 1 am sufficiently pleased
with the results of the little electoral experiment which
we have conducted here to promise you that it shall be
repeated next year. The only improvement which I have
to suggest is that you may probably find it possible to
devise some means of giving what might be called your
out-voters~—! mean the M. Ass who are resident in the
Mofussil—an opportunity of signifying their wishes, as well
as the gentlemen who reside in Calcutta or the immediate
neighbourhood. (A4pplause.) 1 take this opportunity of
publicly expressing my thanks to a body of Graduates,
numbering nearly 200, who were kind enough to write me
a letter of thanks, in which they expressed their apprecia-
tion of the privilege conferred upon them. It is very
satisfactory to me to know that it possesses a real value in
their eyes, and I feel sure that they will continue to
exercise it with due care and a proper sense of respon-
sibility. (Applause.)

My. Vice-Chancellor,—It now remains for me only to
offer my congratulations and best wishes to all those who
have to-day received University Degrees at your hands,
and perhaps I may be permitted to add a special word of
congratulation to the ladies who came before you (ap-
plause), and whose success was evidently so entirely
acceptable to those whom I have been addressing. (Con-
tinucd applause.)

I now beg to call upon the Vice-Chancellor to address
the Convocation,
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[The Sixth Annual General Meeting of the National Assaciation for gth Feb. 1891
supplying Female Medical Aid to the women of India was held at the
Town Hall, Calcutta, on Monday, the gth February, at 4-30 p.M,
The Viceroy, who was accompanied by the Marchioness of Lansdownes
presided. The Hon’ble Sir Andrew Scoble prosented the Report and
spoke at some length, The meeting was also addressed by Dr. Mo-
hendra Lal Sircar, Mr. Amir Ali, Sir Comer Petheram, Mr., Chunder
Madhub Ghese, and Prince Furokh Shah.  Sir Charles Elliott proposed
a vote of thanks to the Viceroy for presiding, which was seconded by
the Maharaja of Bettiah. His Excellency, who, on rising to return
thanks, was received with cheers, spoke as follows ;=]

Your Honor, Ladies and Gentiemen,~1 thank you
cordially for the votc which you have just been good
enough - to pass. | have, since my arrival in this country,
so frequently expressed the interest which I take in the
affairs of the Dufferin Fund, that it is almost superfluous for
me to assure you that, if my presence upon an occasion of
this sort can in any way conduce to its success, | shall
always be glad to place my services at the disposal of the
Committee. (Applause.)

I listened with interest and satisfaction to the statement
made by Sir Andrew Scoble at’the opening of the proceed.
ings, in which he so clearly laid before us the gist of the
annual report—a report which he was amply justified in
describing as one which indicated sustained effort and
continued progress on the part of the Association, and |
trust that we are justified in believing that the year which
has just come to a close has brought a material accession of
strength to the movement., The increase in the number of
patieuts treated, from 280,000 in 1889 to 411,000 in 1890,
is very noticeable, Perhaps the most encouraging fea-
ture of all is the good progress of our students, and the
amount of recognition which they have received at the
hands of Municipalities and other local bodies. It has,
I think, now been amply demonstrated that the question
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is no longer whether India will supply work for female
doctors, but whether we can supply the female doctors
which India requires to do it. (Applause) 1 have, how-
ever, always' felt that the case was one in regard to which
we have no right to be over-sanguine. We owe the
success which the movement has achieved up to the pre-
sent time, on the one hand, to the munificent generosity
of a comparatively small number of supporters, for whose
liberal contributions we cannot be sufficiently grateful,
and, upon the other, to the devoted efforts of the ladies and
gentlemen who have had charge of the provincial branches,
and to whose sustained. energy alone it is due that those
branches have thriven as they have, At present there are,
I am glad to say, no signs of diminishing activity either in
the one case or the other. (dpplause.)

It was very satisfactory to me, during my recent tour,
to observe the manner in which, both in the Native
States and in British India, new hospitals were spring-
ing up and receiving endowmeunts from the Chiefs and
Rulers. [ had occasion to open such hospitals, or to lay
the foundation-stones of them, at Pattiala, where the Maha.-
raja has founded a hospital ;'at Benares, where the Maha-
raja, whom you will, [ am sure, join me in welcoming here
this cvening, (applause) has also founded a hospital ; and
at Agra, At Oodeypore and Ulwar I found hospitals open
in connection with the Association, while both at Jeypore
and Jodhpore attempts were being made to promote its
objects. (Applause) 1am glad to know that in this Prov-
ince a similar liberality has been manifested, and notably
by some of the gentlemen whom I see here this afternoon,
amongst whom I may be allowed to refer to the Maharaja
of Durbhungah, one of the Vice-Presidents of the Associa-
tion, who has it, I believe, in contemplation to build another
hospital in his Raj in connection with the Fund (ap-
plause) ; Sir Jotendro Mohun Tagore, a member of the
Central Committee (applause), and the Maharaja of Bet-
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tiah, who has been a most liberal subscriber to the Fund,
and who has to-night announced his intention of making a
further contribution to it. (4pplause.) While, however,
these gentlemen have fully upheld the credit of Bengal, I
am afraid that we cannot conceal from ourselves that the
amount of general interest evinced by what may be con.
veniently described as the rank and file of the Province in
the movement has been most disappointing. I do not mind
telling you in confidence that 1 came here this afternoon
intending to make one or two rather severe animadversions
upon the comparative illiberality of the support which the
Association has received in Bengal. But, since I have
been in the room, I have heard speech after speech direct-
ed to this point, and I have that feeling, which is so pre-
valent in the mind of every Englishman, that one ought
not to hit a man when he is down. (A4gplause.) 1 there-
fore do not like to add anything to the hard sayings which
have already been said about Bengal. 1 feel, moreover,
that, although the Viceroy is a migratory official, he is,
during a part of the year, himself a Bengal man, and, as it
were, one of the subjects of my friend the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor, and that thercfore any reproach which is cast in
the teeth of Bengal is to a certain extent a reproach with
regard to which he may be allowed to feel somewhat sensi-
tive. (Applause)) 1 will, therefore, content myself with
inviting your earnest attention to what was said last year
by Sir Steuart Bayley, what has been said to-night by more
than one of the speakers who have addressed us, and last of
all by Sir Charles Elliott, and ] may express the hope that
before we meet here again twelve months hence, this re-
proach—for it is a reproach—will be entirely removed from
this wealthy and distinguished Province.

There is only one other point to which I feel called upon
to refer before these proceedings come to an end, I wish
once more to express, on Lady Lansdowne’s behalf, her
thanks to the ladies and gentlemen who have, during the



288  Speeches by H. E., the Marquis of Lansdowne.

Meeting of the Nutional Association.

past year, worked so hard for the Association. The Pro-
vincial and Local Secretaries, the Civil Surgeons, and the
ladies who are members of the different Committees, have
been unremitting in their exertions. I doubt whether
there is any organization in the country for which so much
hard work is done at so small a cost. It ig indeed not too
much to say that the whole work of the fund is performed
by honorary officials, The fact that the Central Committce
has worked during the last six years at an average annual
cost of a little over R4,000, including salaries, establish-
ment charges, and office expenses, is, | think, conclusive
evidence that the Committee is determined that the whole
of the resources available should be spent upon the objects
for which the fund has been instituted with as few deduc.
tions as possible

Sir Andrew Scoble has referred in fitting and appro-
priate terms to the loss which we are about to sustain by
the departure from India of Captain Streatfeild, who has
so admirably, and with such general satisfaction, dis-
charged the duties of his office. (Applause) It has,
however, been the good Yortune of the Association never to
fail in finding some one ready to undertake these duties
and to carry them out successfully, When Major Cooper
left India we were able to obtain the services of Mr. Law-
rence ; when Mr. Lawrence left Calcutta, Captain Streat-
feild took charge in his place, and 1 am glad to say, now
that Captain Streatfeild in his turn is obliged to surrender
the Secretaryship, we have been able to obtain the assist-
ance of Mr. Hewitt, who, although he fills one of the most
hard-worked posts under the Government of India, has
readily consented to place his services at the disposal of
the Association. (Applause.)

Lady Lansdowne wishes me finally to add a word in
acknowledgment of the great assistance which she has
received from two members of the Central Committee who
are, to her great regret, about to vacate their seats upen
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it, | refer to Sir Andrew Scoble and Sir Alexander Wilson,
(Applause.) The latter has been obliged to leave Calcutta,
where his name has been associated with so many useful
public enterprises, under circumstances which have evoked
the deepest sympathy amongst all his friends. Sir Andrew
Scoble has, during the past two years, been Her Excel-
lency’s constant adviser in reference to the management
of the Fund, and she will feel his loss as a member of the
Committee as much as | shall feel it in the Viceroy's
Council when the day comes for him to turn his back upon
this country, (Loud and continued applause.)

DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES AT THE BETHUNE
SCHOOL.

[On Friday afternoon, the 12th February 1891, Her Excellency the 12th Feb. 1891,
Marchioness of Lansdowne distributed the prizes at the Bethune
School for girls. The proceedings took place in a Shamiana ecrected
in the grounds of the school. A number of ladies and gentlemen were
present. After the singing of some Bengali and English songs and
the reading of the Annual Report, His Excellency the Viceroy spoke
as follows :~]

Siy Comer Petheram, Ladies and Gentlemen,~For the
first time since my arrival in India 1 find myself visiting an
institution devoted to the education of the women of this,
country. The occasion is full of interest for me, and I
desire to express the pleasure which it gives me to be pre-
sent and to take part in the proceedings of this afternoon.

I am afraid we must admit that, while a great deal has
been accomplished within the last few years for the educa-
tion of the male half of the population, that which has been
done for the other half represents a comparatively small
measure of achievement. When the Education Commis-
sion of 1883 made its report, out of every 1,000 women in
Bengal, one only, roughly speaking, was under instruction.
The figure compared very unfavourably with that for
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Madras and Bombay. I gather from recent Provincial
reports that Bengal can now show a better proportion, but
the figure is still far below what we should all of us desire.
The difficulties which stand in the way of female education
in India are obvious to cvery one. They are most of them
inherent in the social system of the country. It is uscless
to ignore them or to hope that they will be surmounted
rapidly and without trouble. We may perhaps find some
consolation in the thought that, if the women wko have
received anything approaching a proper education in India
form a small minority of the whole female population,
India is certainly not the only country in which, whether
by accident or design, the women have been deprived of
their share of intellectual cultivation and mental discipline.
We have only to go back a few years in order to find our-
selves at a time when but a very small minority of the
women of Great Britain received an education worthy of
the name. You all know how rapidly this state of things
has been changed at Home.  We have now what is virtually
compulsory education for girls, as well as boys, in every
village of the United Kingdom. In nearly every city of
importance excellent high schools are growing up, while
at the great universities colleges have been founded for
the exciusive use of the female students, who are not only
admitted to the same degrees as their male competitors,
"but who have lately, in several conspicuous cases, utterly
distanced them and achieved the highest honors which the
University is able to award.

Here in India we are only at the beginning of this much-
needed reform, It is one which it is not for the Govern-
ment of India to impose upon the people of the country,
although it can do a great deal, and does do a great deal,
in the way of granting facilities; it is one which we may
safely predict that in good time the people of the country
themselves will insist upon effecting. This school pro-
mises at all events to be the means of making good one of
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our main deficiencies in this respect—I mean the absence
of a class of properly trained teachers, The Commis-
sioners of 1883 pointed out that one of the most serious
impediments in ‘the way of female education was to be
found in the fact that the supply of teachers was scanty in
quantity and unsatisfactory in quality. The Bethune School
will do a great service to the nation if it succeeds in fur.
nishing this part of India with a supply of trained teachers.
I need not remind my hearers that both the Lady Superin-
tendent and the Second Mistress of the school have receiv-
ed their education within its walls (applause), and itis a
temarkable fact that Miss Bose should be the first Native
Lady who has ever been entrusted with the chief charce of
an educational institution in India. (4pplause.)

That in point of intelligence and aptitude for receiving
instruction the women of India will show themselves fitted
for such recognition is, [ think, scarcely open to doubt.
The Commissioners of 1883 left upon record their convic-
tion that the ‘‘intelligence of Indian women was far in
advance of their opportunities of obtaining school instruc-
tion, and promises well for their education in future.”
That is an opinion which is, | believe, shared by all who have
had an opportunity of fairly considering the question, We
have already seen that in one profession, I mean that of
Medicine, the female students are taking a prominent
place. It was only the other day that a young lady—Miss
Sykes—at the Calcutta Medical College won the gold
medal for Surgery in competition with the whole of the
male students, and this is the second time that this feat
has been accomplished in Bengal. (Applause) At Lahore
again, another young lady—Miss O’Connor—defeated the
whole of her male competitors in the qualifying examina-
tion for the Medical and Surgical Degree. (A4pplause.)
Seven of the pupils educated in the College DNepartment of
this School are now practising as Doctors.

As Chancellor of the Calcutta University I may be per-

va
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mitted to refer with special satisfaction to the fact that this
school has since 1888 been affiliated to the University in
the Faculty of Arts. It gave me great pleasure to notice,
when | had the honour of presiding at the Convocation
of the University a few weeks ago, that several of your
students presented themselves in order to receive their
Degrees, and, judging by the rapturous reception accorded
to them, their success was certainly not unpopular with the
other sex. (Applause.)) It is satisfactory to know that the
three students who went up last year from this school for
the B. A. Examination, all passed with honors in English,
and that the three who presented themselves for the F. A.
Examination were also successful. (Applause.) 1am glad,
in.view of the excellent performance of your pupils during
the last year or two at the University examinatjons, to
know that the College Department of the School has been
steadily growing of late,

In the eloquent address which he delivered on the oc-
casion to which [ have just referred, the Vice-Chancellor
of the University, Mr. Justice Guru Dass Banerji, affirmed
the great truth that ‘“no community can be said to be an
educated commiunity unless its female members are educat-
ed; that is, not simply taught to read and write, but edu-
cated in the true and full sense of the word,” and he went
on to quote the noble saying of the great lawgiver Manu—
“ Where women are honoured there the gods rejoice:
where they are not honoured there all rites are fruitless.”
In these two wise utterances are summed up the objects
with which this school, which may fairly claim to be re-
garded as a pioneer institution of a great and far-reaching
movement, has been founded and maintained. (Appiause.)

It remains for me only to congratulate the pupils who
have been successful in winning prizes, and to express my
hope that their success will stimulate them to retain their
studious habits and to continue improving their minds after
they have left school. You may depend upon it, that if
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you do, your lives will be brighter and more useful for the
education which you have received here ; that it will render
you happier yourselves and better able to contribute to the
happiness of others; and that you will set an example to
your sisters which, with every year that passes, an increas-
ing number of them will follow, with results which cannot
be otherwise than most advantageous to the community of
which you are members. (Applause.)

The new building, of which 1 am about to lay the
foundation-stone, is intended to provide a home for the
boarders of the school ; it will accommodate 60 or 70, and |
hope that it will be filled in due time. The expense has
been met partly by a liberal grant from the Bengal Govern-
ment, partly from a fund collected some years ago for the
purpose of perpetuating the memory of Mr. Bethune, the
founder of the school, whose services to it could not, [ ven-
ture to think, be more appropriately commemorated. (4p-
plause.)

I will now only once more express the pléasure which
it has given Lady Lansdowne and myself to meet you here
this afternoon. (Applause)
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OPENING THE BENGAL-NAGPUR RAILWAY.

[On Monday night, the 2nd Mareh, the Viceroy, with a portion of
his staff, left Caleutta by special train for Chakhardarpore to open the
new section of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. Here His Excellency
was received at noon on the day following by Mr. Sanmel Hoare,
M.P., Chairman of the Comtpany, Mr. Miller, the Managing Director,
Mr. Wynne, Chief Engincer, Mr. Grimley, Commissioner of Chutia
Nagpur, and about 250 guests. His Excellency having formally
declared the line to be open, the whole party adjourned to breakfast,
after which the Chairman (Mr, Hoare) proposed the toast of the
Queen,and afterwards, in a speech of some length, the health of the
Viceroy, to which His Excellency replied as follows ; —]

Mr. Hoare, Mr. Grimley, Ladies and Gentlemen,—}
feel that I am to some extent in a false position upon the
present occasion, for 1 can claim no connection with the
inception of the great project of which we are celebrating
the completion, and which was, as you know, under-
taken and sanctioned long before I came to India. 1
am, however, probably not the first high official who has
found himself similarly situated, for I suppose it generally
happens that the Viceroy, or Governor, or Public Works
Member mainly responsible for the initiation of an import-
ant public work, has left the country too soon to see it
complcted, and so it comes to pass that not they, but their
successors, ceme in for the congratulations. I cannot ex«
pect to escape this fate, and as some one else will no
doubt be complimented for the construction of the rail-
ways which the Government of India has ushered, or wilt
usher, into existence during my term of office, and which
will be completed after that term has come to an end,
there can be no harm in my accepting the felicitations
which you bhave offered to me wpon the opening of this
line, (Cheers.)

I feel sure, however, that when you connect the name
of the Qucen’s Representative with a great railway enter-
prise like this, the question ceases to be a merely personal
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one, and that I shall not misinterpret your meaning when
I express my belief that you regard the Government of
India, no matter who may happen to be Viceroy, or Public
Works Member for the time being, as taking the deepest
interest in the expansion of the Railway system of this
country. (Cheers.)

I cordially share that view, and I hold that no obligation
is more binding on the Government of India than that of
improving and completing the Indian Railway system,
It is no exaggeration to say that of all the material im-
provements with which the Government of India has as-
sociated its administration, none are comparable in their
importance to the development of our railway communica-
tions. (Cheers.) If we had no other monument to leave
behind us, this at any rate would bear sufficient testimony
to the beneficence and usefulness of our rule. It is only
by making a violent effort of imagination that we can pic-
ture to ourselves what the India of to-day would be
like if we could suddenly obliterate the 15,000 miles of
tailway which we have spread over its surface since the
Mutiny, I remember, about the time that I left England,
reading a short review, published by the direction of the
Secretary of State, of some of the results of Indian admini.
stration during the past 3o years. In thatstatementit was
estimated that the public, as represented by the producers
of commodities, the tiaders in such commodities, and the
passengers who travelled by rail, benetited to an amount
equivalent to no less than Rs. 60,000,000 a year, by reason of
the mere cheapness of railway travelling and transport, as
compared with the old-fashioned modes of conveyance ; and
it was pointed out that this calculation did not take into ac-
count the saving of time represented by travelling at a rate
of about 400 miles a day, instead of 20. Add to that what-
ever should be added on account of increased administra«
tive efficiency, on account of additional security due to the
ability of moving troops with easc andrapidity, on account,
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of the development of new sources of wealth, on account of
the mitigation of famine and scarcity, and on account of the
increase of revenue accruing to Government, and we shall
arrive at a total almost beyond the reach of conjecture,
(Cheers.)

In the great Railway system by which these results have
been achieved, the Bengal-Nagpur line will certainly fill a
most important place. (Cheers.) Half a dozen years ago
a person, looking at the Railway map of India, would, I
think, certainly have been struck by the fact that, although
a pretty liberal provision had already been made for the
railway traffic of the extreme north, as well as the extreme
south, of the country, there remained, on either side of the
great arteries by which Bombay was connected with the
North-West Provinces, two huge parallelograms, lying re-
spectively to the north-west and south-east, in which lines
of railway were, to use a familiar bull, ‘ conspicuous by their
ahsence,” ‘I'be dearth of railways in the one case was to
be easily explained by the fact that in the centre of the
parallelogram lay the great deserts of Rajputana, the ter-
rors of which were quite sufficient to deter for a time the
boldest railway adventurers. = In the case, however, of the
other parallelogram, which may be roughly described as
bounded by the basin of the Godaveri River, the great
Indian Peninsula and East Indian Railways on three sides,
and by the Bay of Bengal on the fourth, no such reasons
existed. A great part of the country is not only thickly,
but densely, inhabited. It includes, moreover, some of the
most fertile districts in the whole Peninsula, districts of
which it is the boast that their power of producing grain
can always be depended upon, and which might fairly be
described as the granary of Eastern India; and, gentlemen,
upon the other hand, amongst the districts included within
the parallelogram are, I am sorry to say, others which had
earned for themselves an unenviable notoriety owing to
the fact that within them had occurred some of the most
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terrible of those periodical famines which have hitherto
been regarded as recurrent calamities in this country.

If the same person will now take into his hands the map
showing the Indian railways in existence, or under con.
struction, he will see that this great unoccupied space is
traversed, or is about to be traversed. by two railway ar-
teries of first-rate importance, One of them is the line
which has been formally opened to-day. (Chkeers) The
other, | need not say, is the great East Coast Railway,
running from Bezwada to Cuttack, and which will, there
can be little doubt, be eventually carried through to Cal-
cutta—an extension in 'which we can feel no doubt, after
what has been said by the Chairman, that the Bengal-Nag-
pur Company is intimately interested. (Chesrs.)

Of the Bengal-Nagpur line, | think we may safely say that
no sounder project ever received encouragement at the
hands of the Government of India, (Hear, hear, & cheers.)
This opinion has been held by a long succession of Indian
statesmen ever since the time when Sir R. Temple, and
after him Sir George Campbell, as Chief Commissioners of
the Central Provinces, first mooted the idea of carrying a
railway from Nagpur intothe heart of them, (Hear, hear.)
I am glad to say that this view has been persistently held
by a series of Indian Governments. Indeed, those who
are familiar with the history of the project are aware that,
although the construction of the line was commenced not
more than four years ago, the Government of India had for
many years pressed the project upon the Secretary of
State. Nor, if we are to assume that the construction of
railways by the agency of companies is ever to receive the
kind of encouragement which has been accorded to this
company, is it easy to conceive a case in which stronger
arguments were forthcoming than those which the Gov-
ernor General and his Council were from time to time able
to bring forward in support of this scheme. (Hear, hear.)
Railway lines have been, at one time or another, advoca-
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ted on account of the protection which they would afford
against famine, on account of their commercial prospects,
or an account of their strategical advantages, but [ doubt
whether any project was ever put forward which could be
justified from so many points of view as this. (Cheers.)
That it will be valuable as a protection against famine
scarcely needs demonstration. It was, as you are of course
aware, originally recommended as a famine line, and for
this reason supported by the House of Commons Committee.
I believe it is now an admitted fact that in no one year does
India ever fail to produce enough food to supply the require-
ments of its population. The mortality occasioned by recura
rent famines has been due, not to the fact that there was no
food for the people, but to the fact that the food was in one
place and the people inanother, and that there was no means
of bringing them speedily together, In the case of the dis~
tricts served by the Bengal-Nagpur line we have until
now been confronted with the melanchely and humiliating
spectacle of acute suffering from scarcity in one portion of
those districts, and a superabundant supply of food stuffs in
another portion, coupled witha deficiency of communications
which rendexed it impossible to supply the poverty of one
area out of the affluence of the other. A complete failure of
the harvest is, I believe, an unknown occurrence in the wheat-
producing region of Chhattisgarh, the fertility of which is,ex-
cept perhaps in the valley of the Red river, without a parallel
in the world : it has been called ‘the granary of India,’ and it
is a granary which has this peculiarity, that it is always full,
even when other granariesare empty ; but in bygone years
the surplus produce of Chhattisgarh has becn wasted or de-
stroyed because there was no means of bringing it to
market, while thousands of acres of productive land have
remained uncultivated, or imperfectly cultivated, simply
because their yield would only have swelled an already
useless and unprofitable surplus. Should it be the will of
Providence that any part of Eastern India should be again
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visited with a failure of her staple crops, we may rest as-
sured that this line, which will bring the great food re-
serves of the Central Provinces within reach of Behar and
Upper Bengal, will certainly go far to mitigate the sufferings
of the people, and to relieve the strain which would be
placed upon the resources of the Government, (fear,
hear.)

Of the commercial prospects of the line, I would rather
leave others to speak, but in face of the fact that it traver.
ses districts not only exceptionally productive of ordinary
trade staples, but possessing extensive mineral districts, in
which coal, iron, and lime are found in close proximity, and
also a large area of forest hitherto almost undeveloped,
there can, I think, be no doubt that its commercial pros-
pects are, to say the least of them, promising, and that the
company is justified in taking a very sanguine view of the
future of the line. I say nothing of those other enterprises,
one of which we had the pleasure of visiting this morning,
and which are connected with the production of another
metal. (Layghter and cheers.) So many of our friends
have a stake in gold-mining enterprises that I will not run
the risk of disturbing the share market by referring fur-
ther to this subject (lawghter), but I feel no doubt that, if
the historians and archaologists are ever able to locate
with precision the position of Tom Tiddler's ground, that
well-known mineral estate will prove to have been within
a convenient distance of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway.
(Laughter and cheers.)

To the ordinary traveller, whether he desires merely to
move with ease and comfort over this part of India, or
whether he desires to travel rapidly from east to west,
and to save, as he will, some 120 miles between Calcutta
and Bombay, the new route offers the greatest attractions.
(Cheers.)

I earnestly hope that the financial results will be satis-
factory to all concerned, 1am by no means disinterested
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when [ express this hope. The Government of India and
the Shareholders of the Company are in the position of
partners in the enterprise, and | do not see why both part-
ners should not find it to their advantage (hear, hear), and
this leads me to make another observation. [expressed at
the commencement of my observations a hope that my
presence here would be regarded as an intimation of the
interest which the Government of India takes in the ex-
pansion of ‘the railway system of this country. [ shall not
be sorry if it suggests another conclusion also. It has been
not unfrequently stated that the Government of India is ani-
mated by a rooted antipathy to the employment of the
agency of companies for the construction of railways, and
I have heard it said that we desire to keep such construc-
tion entirely in our own hands, and that in furtherance of
this policy we are always ready to find pretexts for exclud.
ing what is spoken of as ‘ private enterprise.” Let me take
this opportunity of saying emphatically that no misconcep-
tion could be greater. The work, administrative and exe-
cutive, which is already thrown on the shoulders of the
Government of India is of such colossal proportions that
you may depend upon it that we shall be only too glad if
some of it is taken off our hands by the intervention of
companies, (Hear, hear.) I, as is unfortunately the case,
we have not unfrequently been obliged to regard proposals
laid before us in the name of private enterprise with a cri-
tical eye, it has been for the reason that they have been ac-
companied by conditions so disadvantageous to those whose
interests are committed to our charge that it was absolutely
impossible for us to accept them. Insome cases the offers
made to us have involved the proposals that we should vir-
tually assume the whole of the responsibility for any loss
which the bargain might entailin the event of its proving a
disastrous one ; in others we have been asked to alienate
vast areas of land without any sufficient equivalent for
thus parting with the national estate ; in others, again, we
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have been pressed to concede monopolies of timber or mi-
nerals without really knowing what we were going to part
with ; in yet other cases we have found private enterprise
seeking to construct a section of some great railway, the
section selected being, I need not say, the easiest and most
profitable, with the certainty that Government would have
eventually to undertake the completion of the more diffi-
cult and unremunerative sections. Or, again, we have
been invited to sanction the construction of projects com-
petitive with lines already in existence, and certain, if
completed, to deprive these of a portion of their income.
Pray do not understand me as suggesting that the promo-
ters of Railway companies are seeking to take an undue
advantage of the Government of India. They are merely
endeavouring, as all men of business should, to make the
best bargain they can for their clients, and, so long asIndia
has to suffer, as we do at present, from a fluctuating ex-
change, it is useless to disguise from ourselves the risk and
uncertainty which attach to every Indian speculation, or to
expect that those who are engaged in them will not en-
deavour, by direct or indirect:means, to guard themselves
against the losses to which the vagaries of the rupee at
present render them liable. These are, however, matters
which it is impossible to deal with in the course of an
after-breakfast speech, and all that I need add upon this
subject is that we are not only ready, but anxious, to en-
courage private enterprise by affording it every facility in
our power, and within reasonable limits, by assuming a fair
share of the risks and responsibilities of the transaction,
(Cheers.)

And now, gentlemen, it remains for me to ask you to
drink the toast of the morning. 1 give you ‘“ Success to
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway!” (Loud cheers) May it
prove a source of unmixed advantage, not only to the
Company and to the Government, -but to the people of
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this portion of India. Their interest in this great enter.
prise is, after all, one far transcending in importance those
either of the Company or the Government. (Cheers.) 1
feel confident that one of the results of its completion will
be that the condition and requirements of these districts,
hitherto so completely isolated, will become better known
and understood ; that its leading men will feel that they
are no longer cut off from the rest of India ; that the Chiefs
and land-owners will be stimulated to carry out local
mprovcments and that the immense natural resources of
‘a region which has hitherto been backward from no
fault of its own, will with every year that passes undergo
a new measure of progress and development. (Cheers.)
Their country is one which till now, to use the words of a
friend of mine, who is with us, * has never had a history.”
If this is true, its history may be said to begin to-day. May
it be one of steady progress and increasing contentment and
well-being to all, from the Raja to the humblest ryot who
cultivates the soill (Cheers.)

I may be permitted toexpress the pleasure whichit gives
me to see here Mr. Samuel Hoare, the Chairman of the Lon-
don Board of Directors, who has come to India on purpose
tobe present upon this occasion, and who will, [ hope, for
many years, continue to take an interest in this enter-
prise and its possible development. I have heard it said
that a former Uommissioner of Chutia Nagpur announced
his intention of having nothing to say to the building of
bridges, or the making of roads, or the construction of
rest-houses, because the result of such improvement
would be to encourage what he spoke of as ‘‘the enter.
prising European’’ to visit the country and to pry into its
concerns, Well, gentlemen, we may regard Mr. Hoare as
an excellent specimen of the enterprising European (ckeers),
and we may be permitted to say that we are all of us de-

lighted to find gentlemen of his position visiting India and
' acquiring for themselves the kind of insight into its affairs



Speeches by H. E. the Marquis of Lansdowne. 303

Opening the Bengal-Nagpur Railway.

-which is obtained by those who undertake such a task as
that which he has taken in hand. (Cheers.)

Ten years have passed since his firm first entered into
negotiations with the Secretary of State, and there can be
no doubt that the successful issue of the negotiations was
largely due to its energy, and in a special degree to that
of Mr. Robert Miller, to whose watchfulness over all that
concerned the interests of the Company [ am able to bear
personal testimony. (Cheers.)

I must also be allowed to offer my congratulations to
Mr. Wynne, who has held the onerous position of Chief
Engineer and Agent to the Company.. (Loud and pro-
longed cheers.) Gentlemen, your cheers are more elo-
quent than any words which are likely to fall from my lips.
I will only say that he is the representative of a class for
which [ have the highest respect and admiration—[ mean
the Railway Engincers of India. (Cheers.) The comple-
tion of pover 8oo miles of railway, traversing a difficult
country and necessitating the construction of several im-
portant bridges and tunnels within a term of four years, is
an achievement of which Mr. Wynne and his able staff of
Engineers, several of whom I am glad to see here upon
this occasion, may well be proud. -(Cheers)) The work of
an Indian Railway Enginecr is more often than not carried
op amnidst dangers, difficulties, and privations of which the
public has little idea. The task is performed out of sight,
and consequently out of mind. I will not say thatitisa
thankless one, but I will say that it receives less than the
thanks which are due to it. It is only on rare occasions
that after the difficulties have been overcome and the
dangers surmounted, those to whom the credit is due
are allowed to receive a public ackowledgment of their
services. This is such an occasion, and I am glad to avail
myself of it in order to offer my thanks and congratulations
to Mr. Wynne, whose name | beg to couple with the toast.
(Cheers.)
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As | have said a word with reference to some of those
who are present with us, I must be allowed to refer to the
regret which I feel, and which | am sure is shared by my
hearers, at the absence of Sir Charles Crosthwaite, the Public
Works Member of the Viceroy's Council. It would, 1 feel
sure, have given him the greatest pleasure to be with us
to-day, and we must all of us deplore the fact that the un-
remitting labours in another sphere which he has lately
gone through have rendered it imperatively necessary for
him to rest for a while from the fatigues of official life, I
trust that he will return to us fully restored, and I feel sure
that no Ministerds more likely to take a keen and intelli-
gent interest in the question of Railway development than
he. (Hear, hear.) During his absence the Public Works
Department is fortunate in being in the charge of my old
friend Colonel Pemberton, who, I am glad to say, has heen
able to accompany me to-day, and whose intimate know-
ledge of the business ol the office has enabled him to enter
at once, and without difficulty, upon the discharge of his
important duties. (Cheers.)

And now, gentlemen, I will ask you to fill your glasses
and drink success to the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, coupling
with the toast the name of Mr., Wynne. (The foast was
drunk with loud and prolonged Cheers.)

[Mr. Wynne spoke in reply, and was followed by Mr. Miller and
Mr. Grimley, after which the whole party proceeded about 35 miles by
special train to Saranda to view the tunnel in course of construction
there, On returning, the Viceroy held a Durbar for the local Chiefs,

which was largely attended, In the evening after dinner His Excel.
lency and party left for Calcutta.]
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LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS—THE FINANCIAL
STATEMENT..

[At the close of the Legislative Council held on Friday the 13th 13th March 18g¢
March, His Excellency the President spoke as follows :—]

“I propose, if convenient to hon'ble members, that the
Council should adjourn to Thursday, the 1gth instant.
Upon that day we should take the Age of Consent Bill
and the Factories Bill. I would suggest that we should
hold another sitting on Saturday, the 21st instant, and |
hope that, on that occasion, we may be able to dispose of
the remainder of the business before the Council.

“[ understand that the Financial Statement of our
hon’ble colleague Sir David Barbour will be ready for pub-
lication next week. I am afraid that this year we shall not
be able to give the Council an opportunity of discussing
the statement. Hon’ble members are aware that the terms
of the Indian Councils Act render such a discussion im-
possible, unless financial legislation of some kind is pro-
poscd. The statement of our hon'ble colleague does not
involve any such legislation, nor is there before the Coun-
cil any Bill in connection with which the financial situation
could be discussed.

“ Hon’ble members will recollect that last winter, and"
the winter before, we took advantage of the passage of
two comparatively unimportant measures, which indirect-
ly affected the Budget, in order to bring on a general
financial discussion. | am afraid that that course is not
open to us this year. Hon'ble members will no doubt
have observed that the Secretary of State has already in-
troduced into Parliament his Bill for amending the Indian
Councils Act, and there is every reason to hope that it may
become law during the present session of the British Par-
liament. Should that anticipation be realised, this will be
the last session of the Legislative Council which will take
place without a full discussion of the financial situation and
the financial proposals of the Government of India.”

X
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THE AGE OF CONSENT BILL.

[At the Legislative Council held at Government House, Calcutta, on
Thursday, the 1gth March, the Bill popularly known and discussed as
the Age of Consent Bill” was passed into l.aw. The motion before
the Council was *that the Report of the Select Commttee on the
Billto amend the Indian Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, 1882, be taken into consideration,” and on this motion Sir
Andrew Scoble spoke at some length with regard to the main argu-
ments for and against the measure. He was followed by the Raja of
Bhinga, Mr. Nugent, Mr, Evans, Mr. Bliss, Mr. Nulkar, Mr, Hut-
chins, Sir George Chesney, and the Lieutenant Governor. The
Viceroy cloged the discussion as follows :—

I might almost leave the case where it has been left
by His Honar the Lieutenant-Governor. As, however,

-strong personal appeals have been again and again made

to me, either to cause the Bill to be abandoned altogether,
or to postpone its further consideration, I will say a few
words to explain why it is that the Government of India
cannot adopt either of these courses. It can, at any rate,
scarcely be contended that, during the months which have
passed since this Bill was introduced into the Council, its
provisions have not been 'adequately discussed. From that
day until the present it has been criticised and examined
with extraordinary ingenuity, and an amount of research and
erudition has been brought to bear upon its consideration,
so great, that we are justified in believing that little re-
mains to be said, either for or against our proposal. I can-
not therefore bring myself to share the opinions of those
who would have us postpone the passing of the Bill in
order to give time for further discussion—time which
would be used for the purpose of still further unsettling
the public mind, and misrepresenting the scope and inten-
tion of the measure.

The opposition which it has encountered has proceed-
ed from three quarters, There is, in the first place, the
general suspicion which has been occasioned in the public
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mind from the fact that the Government of India has
determined to legislate upon a subject which, although it
does not immediately affect the marriage law of any section
of the community, has an indirect bearing upon the social
usages of one of those sections. To the more ignorant
portion of the public, an appeal has been made upon the
ground that its religion is threatened by the action of the
Government of India; and this statement has probably
been enough to cause uneasiness to many who are eatirely
unaware of the rcal scope of the Bill, who do not read the
discussions which take place in Council, or even those
which are to be found in the columns of the newspapers,
and who are ready, upon the mere affirmation of the
framers of hostile resolutions, or the conveners of public
meetings, summoned under the circumstances so well de-
scribed by the Hon'ble Mr. Nugent, to testify their alarm,
and their conviction that their spiritual welfareis seriously
threatened. Of the opposition which we have encountered
from this quarter, all 1 have to say is that I hope and
believe that it will be of a transient character, and that the
Hindu community, and even the most unenlightened sec-
tion of it, will in time find out that its religion is not en-
dangered by what we are about to do. Although we can.
not blame the credulous listeners who are led to helieve
assertions of this kind, made on apparently good authority,
we have, | think, a right to complain of those who are
reckless enough to disscminate such statements and, upon
so slender a pretext, to fan the embers of a dangerous
agitation. I carnestly trust that even those who are unable
to support the Government measure will, at any rate, have
the honesty to see that its objects and effects are not ex-
aggerated or misrepresented, and that, if the Government
is attacked, it is not attacked for doing what it has neither
done, nor intends to do.

The main volume of the opposition with which the Bill
has met has, however, originated not so much in sources

X2
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of this kind as in the belief, apparently entertained by
many devout Hindus, that the new law will involve a direct
interference with a specific religious observance. We are
told that the Hindu religion requires the consummation of
marriage immediately upon the attainment of puberty by
the wife ; that puberty is not unfrequently attained prior
to the age of twelve; that, if in such cases the marriage is
consummated, the person who so consummates it will find
himself an offender against the Penal Code, owing to the
performance of an act which his religion requires him not
to leave unperformed. Such interference on the part of
the British Government is, we are told, in direct opposition
to the terms of the Queen’s Proclamation; and this argu-
ment has been largely, and I must say most unscrupulously,
used for the purpose of discrediting the Bill, and imputing
a breach of faith to the Government which has introduced
it. Now, with regard to this contention, let me say at
once that no Government of India has yet admitted, and
that no Government of India will, I hope, ever be found to
admit, that the Queen’s Proclamation, to which this appeal
is made, is capable of any such interpretation as that which
has been placed upon it by those who used this argument,
If that interpretation is to cover the case mow under dis-
cussion, we must read the Queen's Proclamation as a con-
tract that, whenever the requirements of public morality,
or of the public welfare, moral or material, are found to be
in conflict with the alleged requirements of any of the
various religions prevailing in this country, religion is to
prevail, and considerations affecting public health, public
morality, and the general comfort and convenience of the
Queen’s subjects are to become of no account. The con.
tention is, on the face of it, a preposterous one. Such a
contract would have been absolutely retrograde and out of
place in the great charter issued in 1858 by one of the
most humane and enlightened sovereigns who has ever
ruled over the nations of the earth.
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I will venture to say that, in the eyes of every reason-
able man or woman, the pledges contained in the Queen’s
Proclamation must be read with a two-fold reservation,
upon which the Government has always acted, and which
was not specified in the letter of the contract simply because
it had always been acted upon and was perfectly obvious
and well understood. The first of these reservations is this,
that, in all cases where demands preferred in the name
of religion would lead to practices inconsistent with
individual safety and the public peace, and condemned
by every system of law and morality in the world, it is
religion, and not morality, which. must give way, It
has already been pointed out that this reservation has
been invariably insisted upon, and examples have been
adduced in which, from time to time, the Government
of India has intervened in order to prohibit certain
acts, which unquestionably had the sanction of religion,
upon the ground that those acts were opposed to the
general interests of society. The precedents afforded by
our legislation against infanticide, against the immolation
of widows, and against the immunities enjoyed by Brah-
mins, have been appropriately cited in illustration of this
argument. Every one of these enactments were, if we are
to accept the narrow interpretation of the Queen’s Procla-
mation, acts of ‘interference with the religious belief or
worship’ of the Queen’s subjects from which those in
authority under the Queen were charged to abstain on
pain of Her highest displeasure. Sir Andrew Scoble has
very properly referred those who rely upon this construc-
tion of the Proclamation, and who hold that it entirely
debars the Government of India from legislating in respect
to any matters affecting the religions of the people of India,
to the provisions of the Act under which our business is at
this moment being conducted—I mean the Indian Councils
Act of 1861, which is the.statutory embodiment in precise
terms of the general principles set forth in the Royal Pro-
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clamation. Now that Act, far from absolutely precluding
the Government of India from dealing with matters affect-
ing religion, expressly contemplates the posibility of such
legislation becoming necessary, although it safeguards it
from irresponsible initiation. The words of the 1gth sec-
tion show as clearly as possible that, subject to proper pre-
cautions, legislation, such as that which is now taking place,
was contemplated by Her Majesty’s advisers, who were
responsible both for the Proclamation and for the Act from
which I have just quoted. But I will quote, as embodying
what I believe to have been invariably recognised as the
principle applicable to such cases, the terms of the judg-
ment of the Privy Council when the abolition of the prac-
tice of sa#f came before it upon appeal. The Council re-
commended that the petition should be dismissed for four
reasons, of which the third ran as follows :—* Because the
Regulation’ (that is, the Regulation forbidding sa#7) ‘ can-
not properly be regarded as a departure from the just and
established principles of religious toleration, on the observ-
ance of which the stahility of the British- Government in
India mainly depends; and because the rite is not prohibit-
ed as a religious act, but as a flagrant offence against
society,’ The framers of the judgment proceed to say
that ¢ it admits of question whether the rite is sanctioned
by the religious institutes of the Hindus; by many of the
most learned Hindus of the present day it is regarded as
absolutely sinful :” and it is added, in -the fourth reason,
that it was the duty of Government ‘to prohibit a practice
which so powerfully tended to deprave the national feeling
and character, and which taught preverted religion to pre-
dominate over the best feelings of the heart’ The rite
was therefore. pronounced illegal, and its observance
prohibited.

The words which [ have quoted appear to me to be
singularly apposite in the present instance, where we are
dealing with what may most appropriately be d escribed as
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a flagrant offence against society,” and the reservation is:
one which should, in my opinion, be made in reference to
all cases in which the sanctions of morality, and those of
religion, are in direct conflict. 1 would, moreover, ask
whether such a reservation is not especially necessary
when the religion with which we have to deal is the Hindu-
religion, I trust that neither here nor elsewhere shall I
allow myself to say a word which might sound in the ears:
of the Hindu subjects of Her Majesty disrespectful towards
the faith which they profess. It is a faith of which some
of the tenets are worthy of # place amongst the articles of
the noblest and purest creeds professed by the most civilis-
ed nations of the earth. But there is probably no religion -
more cumbered by super-imposed traditions, more hampered
by accretions of doubtful value, more perplexing to its .
votaries owing to its fluctuating and elastic character. It
is a religion which is co-extensive with the life—~social,
political, and domestic—of those who professit. Every act,
every incident of the daily life of a Hindu, has its
religious aspect, I believe I am right in saying that the
Shastras lay down that whatever a man does should be
done with a religious object. Let us give all credittoa
religion which obtains so strong a hold upon those who
profess it, and which so entirely pervades their existence,
But the very fact that we are concerned with such a reli-
gion renders it doubly necessary for those who are respon-.
sible for the governinent of the country to be cautious:
how they allow themselves to admit that religion must be
allowed to block the way, whenever it can be shown that
a religious sanction of some kind or another can be dis.
covered for the practice which it is sought to control -or to
forbid. To say that everything which such a religion en--
joins must be recognised as an insuperable barrier, to be
on no account traversed by the course of legislation,
would mean the complete and fatal paralysis of the law:
as a reforming agency. The question then which we have-
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to decide is whether we are to postpone, or to abandon,
a useful measure of reform, demanded in the interests of
humanity, calculated to effect a material improvement in
the Hindu race, and supported by a majority of the Hindu
community, merely upon the ground that it is objected to
by a minority of that community upon the strength of a
religious canon of doubtful authority, a religious canon
which rests upon sanctions so slight that its transgression
can be atoned for by the payment of a nominal fine.

What I have said seems to lead inevitably to the second
of the two reservations of which I spoke a moment ago,
It is this: that in all cases where there is a conflict between
the interests of morality and those of religion, the Legisla-
ture is bound to distinguish, if it can, between essentials
and non-essentials, between the great fundamental princi-
ples of the religion concerned and the subsidiary beliefs and
accretionary dogmas which have accidentally grown up
around them. In the case of the Hindu religion, such a
discrimination is especially needful, and one of the first
questions which we have to ask ourselves is, assuming that
the practice with which our proposed legislation will inter-
fere is a practice supported by religious sanctions, whether

_those sanctions are of first-rate importance,and absolutely
obligatory, or whether they are of minor importance, and
binding only in a slight degree.

Now, I venture to affirm that the discussion which has
taken place has established beyond controversy that the
particular religious observance which we are urged to res-
pect is, in the first place, a local observance, and one far
from being universally recognised by those who profess
the Hindu faith. Itisa practice which is, in the main, pecu-
lar to the Province of Bengal, and which is followed only
in a portion of that Province, and only by certain classes
within that portion. It will not be contended that devout
Hinduism is not to be found outside this restricted area,
but the Hindus of other parts of India do not share the,
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alarm with which this Bill is regarded in Bengal. In the
next place, it is admitted that the religious sanctions, by
which the practice is supported, are of the weakest kind.
The elaborate statement recently published by Dr. Bhan.
darkar, of the Dekkhan College at Poona, who is admitted
to be one of the highest extant authorities upon questions of
Hindu religious law, makes it perfectly clear that the pre.
cepts upon which the practice in question rests may be
regarded as permissive only. It is conceded on all hands
that, under certain circumstances, the consummation of the
marriage may lawfully be postponed, and that, even where
it is not lawfully postponed, the omission of the necessary
act is an offence which may be expiated by the slenderest
and most insignificant penalties. It was stated a few days
ago by Mr. Javerilal Umiashankar Yajnik, in the eloquent
speech delivered by him at the meeting recently held at
Bombay, that it might be said, without exaggeration, of the
eighteen millions of the Hindu population to whom he was
veferring, that the bulk of them not only did not perform
the Garbhadhan ceremony, but even the name of it is not
known to them. Look, again, at the evidence which we
have received from His Highness the Maharaja of Jeypore
with regard to the manner in which these questions are
regarded by the Chiefs and Sardars of Rajputana, who
are well described in Rao Bahadur Kanti Chunder Mooker-
jee’s admirable letter as ‘rigid and orthodox Hindus,’ and
far from likely to break the laws of their religion without
compunction. Look, also, at the outspoken utterances of
such men as our hon’ble colleague Mr. Nulkar, as Mr.
Telang, as his Highness the Maharaja of Travancore, as
His Highness the Maharaja of Vizianagram, as Mr, Justice
Muttusami Aiyar of Madras, and, even in Bengal, of such
men as His Highness the Maharaja of Bettiah, His Highness
the Maharaja of Durbhunga, or, in Calcutta itself, as Raja
Durga Churn Law, lately our colleague in the Legislative
Louncil, as Babu P, C. Mozoomdar, whose note upon the
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subject deserves the most attentive study, and as Dr. Rash
Behary Ghose, the eminent pleader, who has stated that,
within his knowledge, the Garbhadkan ceremony is ad-
mittedly not observed in many respectable Hindu families,
and is not unfrequently more honoured in the breach than
in the observance. [ cannot, in the face of the evidence
of such men as these, accept, without a protest, the state-
ment of our hon'ble colleague Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter,
whose absence from the Council I deeply regret, that we
are ‘forcing this reform upon an unwilling people.” To
them, and to many more who have raised their voices in
support of the measure, I desire to offer a public ac-
knowledgment of the service which they have rendered.
I feel convinced that the time is not far off when their
fellow citizens, without exception, will recognize that such
men as these, rather than they who have so noisily, and so
thoughtlessly, repeated the parrot cry ¢ our religion is in
danger,’ are the true leaders of public opinion in this
cpuntry.

I will, however, not further pursue this branch of the
subject, which has been fully dealt with by previous speakers.
If we can say not only that the observance under discus-
sion is far from being regarded by the majority of those
who profess the Hindu religion as essential, but also that
its practice is repugnant to common sense, abliorrent to
modern civilization, debasing to those who adopt it, and
detrimental to the physical and moral welfare of the race,
we may, I think, consider that we have placed it completely
outside the category of those religious customs and observ-
ances, on behalf of which the Queen’s Proclamation may
be invoked, and which are deserving of recognition and
protection at the hands of the responsible law-givers of
British India,

I will now pass for a moment to the third great objec-
tion which has been raised against the measure. It is the
objection founded upon the anticipation that it will lead to
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inquisitorial action by the police, to prosecutions instituted
from vindictive motives, and to criminal investigations into
family matters of the most domestic and private character.
Of this objection 1 will say that, whatever may be our
opinions with regard to some of the arguments which have
been brought forward against the Bill, there can be no
doubt as to the perfect sincerity with which this argument
has been urged upon us. The apprehension, considering
the conditions under which a great part of the population
of this country lead their lives, is a perfectly natural one :
we should, if we were situated as they are, probably enter-
tain a similar apprehension ourselves, I would, however,
in the first place, entreat the public to be cautious how, in
this or in any other case, it allows itself to be too much in-
fluenced by arguments founded upon the possibility that a
new law is likely to be abused in this manner If the
Government of India had been deterred from legislating
whenever it could be told that its legislation would place
in the hands of the police, or of private persons, a weapon
which they might vse in an improper manner, many of our
most useful enactments would never have found their way
into the Code. Now, as faras éond fide prosecutions are con-
cerned, the assumption that there will be frequent prosecu-
tions under the new section is obviously based on the antici-
pation that the law will be frequently broken, ‘Tam sanguine
enough to believe that this expectation will not be fulfilled.
It is an expectation upon which the frequently expressed
belief that the new law will be a dead letter is a somewhat
remarkable commentary. Our proposals, moreover, already
command a very large measure of public support, and I do
not doubt that, in the end, Native opinion, which has always
ended by supporting the law in cases of this kind, will end
by supporting it in this instance also. When once it has
become established that that which is, I believe, already re-
garded by a majority of the people of this country as a
moral offence, and which our hon'ble colleague Sir Romesh
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Chunder Mitter himself stigmatizes asa vice, and as a per-
nicious custom, is also an offence which will render those
who commit it, or those who abct it, liable to penal conse-
quences, the offence will, I venture to think, become one of
rare occurrence. | may observe, in passing, that it was
mainly in deference to the apprehensions of which I have
spoken- that we found ourselves unable to accept the well-
intentioned proposal that we should insert in the Bill, as an
alternative for the limit of age which we have adopted, the
attainment of puberty by the girl. This proposal, which
seemed to us open to objection upon other grounds, was
certainly open to criticism, for the reason that its adoption
might have led to investigations far more inquisitorial,
and far more repugnant to family sentiment, than any
which are likely to take place under the Bill as it
stands.

It is, however, contended that thc tendency of the Bill
will be to encourage proceedings which are not instituted
bond fide, but from malicious metives, and in order to bring
disgrace upon the family of the accused, and a moving pic-
ture has been drawn of the anguish and humiliation which
such proceedings will occasion, of the outrage to which an
innocent woman might be exposed before the question of
fact could be satisfactorily disposed of, and of the public
scandal which would be created if things which usually su«b
lodice teguntur are allowed to be openly discussed in a
public Court of Justice. The argument is one which, | can
agsure the Council, the Government of India has most
anxiously considered. We have, I think, shown our sense
of the necessity of guarding against these risks by making
the offence a non-cognizable one, and thereby increasing
the difficulties in the way of vexatious prosccutions. We
have also agreed to add to the measure a clause preventing
all but District Magistrates from dealing with cases in
which husband and wife are concerned, and precluding any
police officer below the rank of an inspector from making,
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or taking part in, the investigation, when one has been
directed by the Magistrate.

But it may be argued that these precautions will be of
no avail. It will be said :  The reputation of our families
and the sanctity of our homes will still remain at the mercy
of a dismissed servant, or an offended neighbour.” 1 can-
not bring myself to share these gloomy anticipations, or to
believe that false charges of this kind will be as common as
we are asked to believe. The pcrson who makes them
will, in the first place, render himself liable to the most
severe punishment. The very fact that the offence is to
be punished by ajheavy penalty increases, as the hon'ble
Member in charge of the Home Department has well
pointed out, that to which the person falsely charging such
an offence exposes himself, We should, moreover, remem-
ber that the false witness will have not only the law to
reckon with. If the charge which he makes is odious, how
odious will he be who invents such a charge, and how tre-
mendous will be the penalty which he will pay by attracting
to himself the indignation of the whole community to which
he belongs ! It is, however, not only to considerations of
this kinds that we must look for a saleguard against this
danger, We have to remember that the person who seeks
to prefer a charge of this sort must make out a primd facie
case, sufficient to satisfy a Magistrate of the highest posi-
tion and respectability—a Magistrate who, under existing
procedure, is bound to take into account the character of
the person by whom the charge is preferred. Is it likely,
under such circumstances, that a trumped-up accusation will
have the desired effect? s it not much more likely that it
will recoil upon the head of him who makes it ?

I do not, however, wish to press this argument too far,
and | will assume that, in spite of every precaution, there
will be cases—I do not for a moment believe that they
will be common—in which such charges will be preferred
from malice, or from othcr improper motives. Assuming
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‘this to be:the case, all that I would ask the opponents of
this Bill to do is to open in their minds what I might call
.a debtor and creditor account for and against this measure.
‘Let them set upon one side the risks:to which I have just
referred, and which I believe to be infinitesimally small;
and let them set upon the other side the certainty that this
measure will ‘remove a standing reproach from the
Hindu commumty, and that it will afford to their wives
and daughters a protection of which, after the ghastly
disclosures which have taken place during_the discussion
of thisyneasure,—disclosures of which, but for their horror,
more would certainly have been heard,—we cannot for a
moment doubt that they stand sorely in need. Which
way ought the balance to incline? ~Will not those whose
feelings are feelings of true patriotism reply—‘ We are con.
tent to-run this risk, we are content to expose ourselves to
the annoyance which once in a way the spite of a private
-enemy, or a corrupt informer, may occasion to us and to our
families, for the sake of the good which this change in the
law will bring to our sons, from whom it will remove a
-cruel temptation