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RS ——

a has the sound of u in but or muimur,

a . s a in bhath or tar.

e , . e in ecarte or al in maid.

i » » i in bit, or (as a final letter)
of v in sulky.

I . o ee in beet.

o . . o 1 bore or bowl.

u . ' u in put or bull.

U s s 00 in poor cr boot.

N.B.-—The abbreviations found in the book, viz., M. C. R. and E. R. E.
stand for Madras Census Report and Encyclopzdia of Religion and
Ethics, respectively.
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INDIAN CHRISTIAN.
(Roman Catholics.)

Tae Catroric CHURCH IN MysSoRE—PoPULATION AND HABITA-
TroNS—DooTRINE—THE Diving Trintry—JEsUS CHRIST—
Tag Howny Cataoric CnureH—TAE SEVEN SACRAMENTS—
RELIGIOUS WORSHIP AND DEVOTIONAL PRACTICES——MARRI-
AGE AND CELIBACY—THE PROPERTIES OF MARRIAGE : UNITY
AND INDISSOLUBILITY MATRIMONIAL IMPEDIMENTS——
MARRIAGES AS CONTRACT AND AS SACRAMENT—PREPARATIVES
T0 MARRIAGE : BETROTHAL AND BANNS—SOLEMNIZATION
oF MARRIAGE—MARRIAGE AND FAMILY—PREGNANCY AND
CHILDBIRTH—BAPTISM—(JASTES, (OCCUPATIONS AND OTHER
UsAGES—FUNERAL (ustoMs-—Ocdcuration—Foon—DrESSs.

HE close connection of the greater part of Mysore
with Malabar and the Western Coast affords
grounds for supposing that Christian influences

may, at a very early period, have been extended
to this country. But the first systematic attempt
to convert Mysore to Christianity was made by
the Dominicans about 1325 A.D. The leader was
Fra Jourdain Catalanus de Severac who, on his return
to Rurope, was consecrated in 1328, Bishop of
Quilon at Avignon by Pope John XXII. After
his consecration he came back to India where he was
put to death by the Muhammadans at Thana near
Bombay. The converts by the Dominicans, in the
territories which later on went to the Mysore

Tag CaTHO.
vic CHURCH
IN MYSORE.
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Province, numbered at least 10,000, but nothing is
known of what becamie of them. There is, it is
true, a statement that in 1445 a Christian was
Dewan of Vijanagar. He may have been a des-
cendant of those converts.* But it is really from
the capture of Goa by Albuquerque in 1510 that
we may date the foundation of the Roman Catholic
Church in Southern India.

Through the Bijapur conquest of the North and
East of Mysore and the intimate relations which
existed between the Bijapur State and Goa, Christian
influence and preaching found their way to Mysore.
There is a tradition that St. Francis Xavier, the
zealous disciple of St. Ignatius of Loyola, who came
out: to India in 1542, traversed Mysore on his way
to the South, but his attempts at conversion among
the Canarese people proved fruitless.t _

The Franciscans found their way to Mysore from
Goa about 1587 A. D. We have no definite infor-
mation on the result of their preaching, but when
the Jesuits appeared on the scene in the beginning
of the following century, they found Catholics in
the Mysore Territory : a special mention is made
of & flourishing congregation at Seringapatam.

Tt was the Portuguese Jesuits who founded the
Canarese Mission. They came from Satiamangalam
in Coimbatore, where they had a large number of
Christians, through the wild tracts of jungle on the
borders of the Cauvery, and established congregations,
the descendants of whom are still to be found, in a
few villages in the south-east of Mysore. On one

® Du Brahmunisme et de ses rapporis avec le Juduisme el le Christiu-
nism, by Myr. Laocuenan, Fondickerry : Ist. p, to. 11, pages 402-403.

tOn the strength of an inscription purporting to have the words
“Jesu Nader1” and the date 1400 engraved at the foot of a Cross it had
been asserted that this was the most ancient known Catholic Station in
the province but on further investigations it has been proved that the
stone is an ordinary boundary stone with a cross but withont date.
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spot, at Basavapatna, is pointed out a ruined chapel
marked by four large stones, on which are inscriptions
dated 1704 a.uthentlmtmg the g gift of the land to the
““ Sanyasis of Rome.””  Father Cinnami made
Seringapatam the head-quarters of the Jesuit
Canarese Mission. The number of Christians in
Seringapatam itself was greatly increased when
Hyder Ali brought thither nine thousand Catholics
from Ma.nﬂalole Some of these Catholics were
enrolled in the army, and put in charge of one of
the forts of the city, others were employed in manu-
facturing arms and in looking after the horses. At
Palhallv near Seringapataim another Christian congre-
gation was formed, but we do not know at what
date. There is a tnmb stone in the church bearing
the name of one Father Michael and the date 1781.
Gadanhalli had its first Chrigtian converts in 1760.
It contains the tomb of one Father Rajendra with
the date 1776. When Hyder Ali conquered Nagar in
1763 Konkanis came to that place where they built
a chapel of which nothing remains. It 1ssaid that of
the two bells which were in the church the larger one
is in a Hindu temple at the foot of the Ghats and the
other one in another temple near Nagar itself. In
Tumkur District, Sira had a Catholic church in 1770.
In the east, a Telugu Mission was established in
1702 by two French Jesuits, named Boucher and
Mauduit, who came from Thakkolum about eight
niles fcom Arkonam and who built chapels at Banga-
lore, Devanhalli, Chik-Ballapur, Hoskote, Anekal,
Kolar and other places. Abbé Dubois from authentic
records computes the number of Christians in Mysore
in 1750 at about 35,000 but then the limits of Mysore
were different from what they are now. They did
not include the region North-East of Bangalore nor
the kingdom of Bednore but on the other hand Coim-
batore was a part of it, and probably the bulk of these
1 3
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Catholics belonged to the Coimbatore District. Yet
the Telugu Mission may have probably made up for
it, so that we can accept that total as being approxi-
mately the number of Christians in the middle of the
18th century in what now forms the Mysore State.

In 1775 there were thirteen Portuguese Jesuit
Missionaries in the Canarese Mission and about the
same number of French Missionaries in the Telugu
Mission.

The progress of the Missions received a severe
check from the suppression of the Jesnits in 1759 in
Portugal and in 1773 all over Europe, which stopped
the supply of Missionaries, and from the fanatical
persecution of Tippu, who wag determined, if possible,
to extirpate Christianity from his dominions. By
his orders almost all the churches and chapels
were razed to the ground, with two remarkable
exceptions : one a small chapel at Grima near
Hagssan, which was preserved by a Muhammadan
Officer, and the other, that in the Fort of Seringa-
patam, which was protected by the native Christian
troops under their Commander Strappa.

For a few years Indian Priests sent from Goa were
in charge of the few Christians who remained. In
1777, the Holy See entrusted the care of the Carnaiic
Mlssmn, with headquarters at Pondicherry, to the
Society of the Foreign Missions of Paris, and Mysore
became a part of that Mission. On the fall of Tippn,
a member of that Society, the famous Abhé Dubois,
wag sent to Seringapatam where he was well received
by Colonel Wellesley He remained, assisted by
four Gloanese priests, in charge of all the Christians
in Mysore. It has been said that this remarkable
man had escaped from one of the fusillades of the
French Revolution and sought refuge in India, but
this is incorrect. Abbé Dubois left Paris on the 19th
of January 1792, one vear before the massacres of
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the French Revolution began. On entering on
mission work, he resolved to follow the example
illustriously sot by de Nobili and Beschi, of adopting
the Indian costume and accommodating himself to
the customs and modes of life of the country.
“ During the long period,” hestates, “that T remained
amongst the Indians, I made it my constant rule to
live as they did, conforming exactly in all things to
their manner, to their style of living and clothing
and even to most of their prejudices. In this way
I became quite familiar with the various tribes that
compose the Indian Nation, and acquired the confi-
dence of those whose aid was most necessary for the
purpose of my work.” The influence he thus acqu;red
1s testified to by Major Wilks, who says:— Of the
respect: which his irreproachable conduct inspires, it
may be sufficient to state that, when travelling, on
his® approach to a village, the house of & Brahman
is uniformly cleared for his reception, without inter-
ference, and generally without communication to
the Officers of Government, as a spontaneous mark
of deference and respect.”

He was the foundexr of the Church in Mysore, and
of the Christian agricultural community of Settihall
near Hassan, and laboured in Mysore for twenty-
two years. He wrote a well-known work on “The
Customs, Institutions and Ceremonies of the People
of India,” the manuscript of which was purchased
by the British Government. He is also said to have
introduced vaccination into the Province. He left
India in 1828, the Government paying his passage
and giving him a pension. On his return to France
he became one of the Directors at the Seminary of
the Foreign Missions in Paris, and died universally
respected in 1848.

Mysore remained a part of the Carnatic, or Coro-
mandel, Mission till 1844 when it was erected into a
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sepatate Vicariate Apostolic. It included then the
Mysore State, the small province of Coorg, and
three Taluks of the Madras Presidency, namely
Wynaad, Collegal and Hosur. Its headquarters
were fixed at Bangalore and it was governed by
Vicars Apostolic assisted by Furopean Priests (all
members of the Society of the Foreign Missions of
Parig) and by Indian Clergy.

In 1887 the Hierarchy was proclaimed in India, and
the countries above mentioned were erected into a
Bishopric, under the title of < Diocese of Mysore,”
the headquarters remaining at Bangalore as before.
In 1923 Wynaad taluk was detached from Mysore
to be part of the newly formed diocese of Calicut.

There are at Bangalore a Cathedral for Europeans
and Anglo-Indians, and five Churches for Indians.
The outstations of the Diocese are divided into
sixteen districts, of which eleven are in Mysore terri-
tory, all heing under the ministration either of
Furopean Priests gent by the Society of Foreign
Missions in Paris, or of Indian Priests.

By the end of the year 1927, there were in the
Mysore Diocese 50 scheols both for girls and boys
with 7538 pupils. The most important Institution
for boys is St. Joseph’s College in Bangalore, which
receives European and Indian students and teaches
up to the B.A. The Chief educational Institution
for girls is the Sacred Heart College, also in Bangalore,
and teaching up to the Intermediate.

There are at present one Bishop styled “ Bishop
of Mysore ” with the headquarters at Bangalore,
39 Kuropean priests, 6 Anglo-Indian pmests and
23 Indian priests in the whole diocese.

The Religious Communities of men ave the brothers
of the Immaculate Conception and the Franciscan
Missionary Brothers of Mount Poinsur, near Bombay,
both engaged in educational work in Bangalore.
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The Religious Communities of women are :—

1. The Nuns of the Good Shepherd with headquarters in
their Convent in Bangalore, and branches in St. Martha’s Hospi-
tal and in Mysore, all engaged in educational or Hospital work.

2. The Magdalenes, ander the direction of the Nuns of
the Glood Shepherd.

3. The Sisters of St. Joseph’s of Tarbes at Cleveland Town,
Bangalore; with branches at Champion Reefs, Chickmagalur
and Mercara, for Educational work; and at Bowring Hospital
at Bangalore for Hospital work.

4. The Little Sisters of the Poor, Home for the Aged,
Bangalore.

5. The Catechists of Mary in Bangalore City and at Setti-
hally near Hassan.

6. There are also Indian Sisters attached to the Convents
of the Good Shepherd, of St. Joseph andof the Catechist Sisters.

Agricultural farms with villages populated chiefly
by famine orphans have been established at Siluve-
pura, Nelamangala Taluk, and Mariapura, Kankan-
hally Taluk. Over 1,500 orphans, both boys and girls,
are supported by the Mission.

The total Catholic population of the Mysore
Diocese 1n 1927 was 60-377, roughly 56,000 in Mysore
and the rest in British territory. Two per cent were
Europeans and 3 per cent Anglo-Indians, the remain-
der being Indians.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Mysore can boast
of splendid buildings, more specially in Bangalore.*

The Roman Catholics form three-fourths of the
Christian population in Mysore State (Protestants
being roughly 20,000). And among them, as already
stated, 95 per cent are natives or Indian Christians.
The reasons why the Indian element is far larger
among them than in other Christian communities
are chiefly three :—

(¢) Roman Catholicism has been longer in the State ;

* I am indebted to the late Rev. Father Tabard for the early Church
History.

PoruraTioNn
AND DIsTRI-
BUTION.
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(b) The Roman Catholic ideal of self-denial and
celibacy in its priests together with its elaborate
and festival-loving ritual has a fascination for the
Indian of any caste ;*

(¢) Conversion to it involves the least amount of
disturbance in the customs and manners of the
convert,

The Roman Catholics are thus distributed through
the State :—

WesToRN DISTRIOTS. EasterN Districrs.
Mysore, roughly .. 4°300 Bangalore, roughly .  30-000
Hassan . .. 3+000 Kolar s .. 10-000
Kadur v .. 4:-000 Tumkur by es +400
Shimoga ,, . 4000 Chitaldroog ,, .. <300

Their habitations are similar to those of Hindus,
the well-to-do families oceupying decent houses, and
the poorer ones, houses corresponding to those of the
lower classes.

The Roman Cathelics no less than the Muhamma-
dans and the Protestants are strict Monotheists and
repudiate any sort of Pantheism and Polytheism.
Their teaching involves no doctrine or practice which
is idolatrous or magical ; though we must confess
that through erroneous interpretation of some of
their religious practices, the accusation of idolatry
and magic is common enough among a certain set
of writers, either through mere ignorance or through
wilful prejudices.

For Catholics the supreme aim of life is to live
according to the will of God ; and by this to obtain
at death the beatific vision in which God will reveal
himself directly to the human soul and satisfy it to
the utmost. This is called salvation and the loss
of it is called damnation. Now to live a life according

* Y. C. R, 1921, page 35.
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to the will of God, a Catholic has to observe three
chief things; 2., to give his assent to the truths
that have been revealed by God ; to observe in his
conduct the moral principles revealed also by God ;
and to adopt certain practices of worship or asceticism
established by God or His Church, some under pain
of sin, and some as optional for greater spiritual
perfection.

As soon as a Christian child comes to the age of
learning or an adult from another religion wishes
to become a Roman Catholic, these are the things
which he is made to learn. TFor this purpose a small
summary of the essential doctrines has been composed,
which in English is called * Catechism,” in Tamil
¢ @W@@u@ﬁ&i eialen o Slmply ¢ @F@@q@ﬁ&d}”
and in Kanarese ‘@R Re(RuIn XogezD.”  As far
as possible they are made to learn it by heart, and
at the same time they are given suitable exp]an‘xhons
to understand the meaning and the practical impoit
of it all for their life.

Moreover, the principal truths have been summed
up in a short formula called <“Apostles’ Creed > which
dates from the first centuries of the Christian era.
The following 1s the formula :-—— I believe in God the
Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth ; and
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was con-
ceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead
and buried ; He descended into Hell ; the third day
He rose d“aln from the dead ; He ascended into
Heaven ; from thence He shall come to judge the
living and the dead. I helieve in the Holy Ghost ;
the Holy Catholic Church ; the Communion of Salnts
the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection of the body ;
and life everlasting.”

As to the great principles of morality, they arve
contained in the ““ Decalogue” which was revealed by
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God to Moses on Mount Sinalabout 12 or 14 hundred
vears before Christ. It reads as follows:—

1. “T am the Lord thy God ; thou shalt not have strange
gods before me. Thou shalt not make to thyself a graven thing,
nor the likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or in the
earth beneath, nor of those things that are in the waters under
the earth. Thou shalt not adore them nor serve them ; I am
the Lord thy God, mighty, jealous, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation
of them that hate me ; and shewing mercy unto thousands to
them that love me and keep my commandments.” (Imagesand
likenesses forbidden by this commandment are those which were
made to be adored and served as idols or worshipped with divine
honour ; not those which were made for some legitimate purpose,
as can be seen from others passages in Holy Scripture.)

2. ““ Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God
in vain ; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that shall take
the name of the Lord in vain.”

3. “Remember that thouv keep holy the Sabbath day.
Six days shalt thou labour, and shall do all thy works. But on
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; thou shalt
do no work on it, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy
man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy beast, nor the
stranger that is within thy gates.” (N. B.—In honour of
Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead, which happened on a
Sunday, from the Apostle’s time the Christians changed the
day of the Lord from Saturday to Sunday.)

4. ““ Honour thy father and thy mother that thou mayest
be long-lived upon the land the Lord thy God will give thee.”

“ Thou shalt not kilL.”

6.  Thou shalt not commit adultery.”

7. °* Thou shalt not steal.”

8. “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbour.”

9. “ Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house.”

10. ““ Neither shalt thou desire his wife, nor his servants, nor
his hand-maid, nor his ¢x, nor his ass, nor anythmg that is his.”

> o1

—Exodus XX. 2-17 Douay Version,

These ten Commandments are further summarized
into two shorter ones : love God above all things,
and love your neighbour as yourself, which is the



A CATHEDRAL AT BANGALORE (INSIDE VIEW).



VOL. 11| INDIAN CHRISTIAN 11

equivalent of the words of Jesus Christ himself :
‘““Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole
heart, and with thy whole soul, and with thy whole
mind. This is the greatest and the first Command-
ment. And thesecond is like to this : thoushalt love
thy neighbour as thyself.” (in Mt. XXII, 37-39).

To the observation of these commandments of
God, which by Roman Catholic theologians are
considered as the embodiment of the Natural or
(Conscience-Law, the faithful are to add the observa-
tion of certain other p?*e(‘epts imposed by the Church
with regard to certain practices of worship or asceti-
cism. The following are the most important :—

1. Assisting at the celebration of Holy Mass, and abstaining
from servile work, from going to courts and offices, and from
trading, on all Sundays of the year and on several feast-days.
These feast-days are ten for the whole Church, but by special
privilege to the Church in India have been here reduced to four,
viz., Christmas on the 25th December ; Ascenston of the Lord and
Corpus Christi (the Blessed Sacrament’s feast) coming in the
months of May and June, their date depending upon the date of
Easter Sunday ; and the Assumption of Our Lady on the 15th
of Aungust.

2. Confessing one’s sins at least once a year.

3. Receiving Holy Communion at least once in the year,
and that, as far as possible, during Easter-time.

4. Abstaining from eating meat on all Fridays of the year
and certain other days which in India are reduced to Lent Wednes-
days * and the Vigil of the Assumption feast.

5. Fasting on certain days, which in India are reduced to
the Fridays in Lent and the Vigil of Christmas. We must remark,
however, that among Roman Catholics fasting does not mean
total abstinence from food and drink ; it means that one should
limit himself to any one full meal for that day (of 24 hours),
with permission of taking a little food in the morning and in the
evening, the quantity and the quality of which is to be determined
by local customs. This law is binding only on persons having
completed their 2Ist year of age and having not reached the
60th, while the preceding laws 1 to 4 begin to bind Catholics

* Lent is a time of penance, preparatory to Easter Solemnities,
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from the time they have reached the age of discretion, which
for most people begins towards the 7th year.

Such are summarily the three great and essential
constituents of the Roman Catholic Religion. We
can see now with more details some special points
which are already implied in the above constituents
and are distinctively Catholic.

Tee Drvixe  In the Apostles’ Creed mention is made of God the

TRoNIry. Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost. This
Trinity in God is quite a different thing from the Hindun
Trimirti of Brahma, Vishou and Siva, whether this
is understood as three distinct gods or whether it is
understood as three distinct manifestations of Brahma
the impersonal Being., The Catholic feaching is,
that God is perfectly one in essence and nature, but
that he has a threefold personality, nature and person
not being correlative in God, as it is among creatures
for whom there are as many persons as there are
rational beings. Theologians admit that the existence
of one God in three distinct persons is a mystery of
the first magnitude, which therefore was unknowable
to reason and even after revelation remains to a great
extent above human understanding. Some explana-
tions, however, are given which help to understand
something of it. God does not subsist without having
his own life which is spiritual and internal. Thislife con-
sists in understanding and loving himself ; in this way
we have God principle of life, God understood and (xod
loved ; it is these three distinet things or absolute
attributes which constitute God the Father, God
the Son and God the Holy Ghost, and the word
“ person ” has been chosen for want of a better word
as rendering better than any other word the distinct-
ness which exist between these three consequents
of divine life without dividing however the unity of
(tod’s essence and nature.
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Another remarkable belief of Roman Catholics
is their belief in Jesus Christ. Jesus is the personal
name of the founder of Christianity ; it is a Hebrew
name which means ““ S8aviour.” Christ (Christos) is the
Greek translation of the Hebrew noun * Messiah,”
which means ‘““the anointed one.” It is this last
noun which was chosen by the Greeks of Antioch in
Syria to designate the followers of Jesus, as we read
in the Acts : (Paul and Barnabas) * taught a great
multitude, so that at Antioch the disciples (of Jesus)
were first named Christians.” (Acts XI, 26.)

The origin of this belief in Jesus Christ is as fol-
lows :—

God had created the first man and woman in a
state of perfect innocence and with immunity from
concupiscence, ignorance, suffering and even death,
so that after a time on earth they would pass dlrectly
into the state of Beatific Vision. These privileges
were also to be transmitted to their posterity. But
God wanted that man should have a certain amount
of co-operation or merit to this favour. In this view,
He put Adam and HEve, the first parents of
humanity, on trial, giving them a certain prohibition
which if they would observe faithfully, the above
privileges were to remain permanent in them and
their posterity. Unhappily Adam and Eve, after
some time, infringed the command given to them,
and committed what is called the omgmal sin. By
this they brought on them the displeasure of God,
and lost for themselves and for their posterity the
privileges granted to them at first. God however
had pity on them and resolved that the original sin
should be forgiven and man should be given the
means to attain the Beatific Vision, though he would
remain deprived of the immunity from concupiscence,
ignorance, suffering and death. To redeem man from
orwmal sin and reinstate him in the possibility of

JEsUS
CHRIST.
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attaining the Beatific Vision, God decided within him-
self that He should incarnate and suffer, in the human
nature assumed by Him, for the sins of man. It is
indeed what he promised to Adam and Eve in an
apparition to them after their sins. ““And the Lord
God said the serpent (the devil who had induced Eve
to eat the forbidden fruit) : because thou hast done this
thing, thou art cursed. I will put enmities between
thee and the woman, and thy seed and her seed.
(N.B.—this last word is to be understood of Jesus
Christ) ; and this shall crash thy head, and thou
shalt lie in wait for its heel. = To the woman also He
said : T will multiply thy sorrows and thy concep-
tions ; in sorrows shalt thou bring forth children,
and thou shalt be under thy husband’s power, and
he shall have dominion over thes.—And to Adam
He said : Because thou hast harkened to the voice of
thy wife, and hast eaten of this tree, whereof I com-
manded thee that thou shouldst not eat, cursed is
the earth in thy work ; with labour and toil shalt
thou eat thereof all the days of thy life ; thorns and
thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; and thou shalt
eat the herbs of the earth ; in the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat thy bread till thou return to the earth,
out of which thou wast taken.” (Genesis ITI, 14-19).
Such is the first promise of a Saviour to the human
race, which had merited to this passage the name
of Proto-Gospel. The rest of the Old Testament
is but the history of the way in which God prepared
the coming of His incarnation in Jesus Christ, the
New Testament on the other hand being the histo