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PREFACE

B

No apology will be needed for the publication of a book devoted

to an account of the ¢ Village' Communities * as fourld -in the

ceveral provinces of India.™ Tn this department, at any rate, @
there is a distinctly vacant place.  But an apology is very '
much needed for the imperfect manner in which the atterpt to
supply the want has now been made. 'That there are mistakes
of detail T cannob but fear; that there ave other defects will be
only too evident. = But the errovs will at least be such as admib
of ready correction by superior knowlf;dge.

There is another matter for apology. The acoounts of tEex
Tndian village which have hitherto appeared are either brief
and generalised, or they represent an ideal rather than an actual
form of the institution. There has been no means of testing
such account#; and it is small wonder that a particular  theory
of the Indian village has hecome accepted—and, indeed, some-
times taken for granted—by the ablest authors when discusging
the rules of Hindu law, or tracing the history of insbitutions. A,
Tt is impossible for any later writer wishing to give a faithful
account of village-tenures to avoid pointing out the errors which
an abstract and unified conception of ‘the village’ can hardly :
fail to produce. But, to borrow a phrage of Professor Ashley’s} ' R
¢ the piely of the disciple takes a controversial form * solely with
regard to this theory of Indian'villages ; and he intends neither
to tndervalue the works alluded to mor to show any want of
respect for their authous. ‘
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“Finaily, I cannot but anticipate that one class of readers
may be inclined to reproach me with not having more explicitly
pronounced a judgment, if it is only a provisional one, on the
facts set out. But, in truth, the present state of the question
| geems to me to be such that a contribution to the materials for

a decision will be more useful than any deductions whieh I
| could formulate, '

Whatever conclusions have hitherto been drawn from 'the
pbénomena of the Indian village have proceeded, almost un-
avoidably, from a slender basis of fact; they have been drawn,
too, in disregard of *a number of eircumstances, the importance
of whieh in forming a just opinion will be obvious as scon as
those circumstances are explained. 1 confess, therefore, to
haye felt more concerned about marshalling the facts of the
case and setting forth the conditions under which ‘those facts
are found, than with elaborating arguments and conclusions.
Nevertheless, the book will, I venture to think, bring out with
tolerable distinctness the view that the ‘joint-village”’ of India
18 not the universal or the most ancient form ; and that the
common-holding of land (where it is not the result of some
special voluntary association) is traceable only among the
superior tenures of the Hindu-Aryans and the later tribes who
settled in Northern or Upper India. Or, if T may state the
matter somewhat more particularly, that the so-called joint-
village followed, and did not precede, the village of separate
holdings ; and that in those cases where it represents a section
of a tribal or clan territory, it derives a rather delusive appear-
ance of being held ‘in common’ from certain features of clan
life and union ; while in the very numerous cases in which it is
a small estate connected with an individual foundar, the joint~
ownership depends solely ! on the existence of the ¢ joint-family s

(23
! That is, allowing (as above) for certain cases where & groap of colo-
nists or others has been formed by voluntary association and has culti-
vated on g joint-stoek principle—-a matter which has obvipusly nothing
to do with * archaic’ custom,
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of co-heirs in succession to an original founder or acquirer.

" the joint-family is not primitive, nor found among all tribes or

| races, and ig rather the special creation of the developed ¢ Hindu '

law and custom as such, and if it is only found among other
tribes after more or less contact with Hindu-Aryans, then the
joint-village cannot be demonstrably a primitive, still less a
‘once universal, form of land-holding. : J

B. H. BADEN-POWELL.

Oxwonp : September 1896,

How and when the joint-inheritance and the joint-family came |
| to be invented may be a difficult question; but if the idea of
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Errata

Page 136, line 24 ; for Ahom read Ahom

153, line 25; for The Ho adds Mundi read The Ho and
Munda i

177, note (bis) ; for Kanira read Kinara

187, note 1 ; for Khsatriyi vead Kshatriyd

210 (note), 219, 288; for Dakhin read Dakhan

279, line 28 ; for mijra read majri

287, 811, &c,; the more correct name of the clan seems to be
Candel not Cindel.



1LIST OF BOOKS REFERRED TO

Twe following Tist includes such books or periodicals as are quoted hy
abbreviated titles, or need explanation as to the particular edition or
reprint made use of,

¢4, R.'= ‘Sottlement Roport ' of the several distriefs. The date of
publieation or the suthor's name is added where there have been several
such reports.

¢, M. = the ¢ District Manuals’ for the several districts of the Madrag
Presideney, and which contain the information found in the other pro-
vinces in the ¢ 8. R.’ or in ¢ Gazetteers.

¢ Agrieultural Hiatistics’ (Returns ‘of Land-tenures, &e.),  Those
voforved to are called ¢ Returns of the Agricultural Statistics of British
India,’ published from time to time by the Revenue and Agricultural
Department of the Government of India (Caloutta : Superintendent of
Government Printing). The table showing ¢ Varieties of Tenure, &, is
¢ Form I-E 8, ;

¢ Ayin-i-Akbari® (translation), vol. i. by H. Blochmenn ; vols. ii; and
iii. by Colonel Jarrett (Bengal Asiatio Society: Caloutta, 1873-1894),
This is the ecolebrated work of Abu-l-Fazl, giving an account of the
administration of the Mughal Empire in the reign of Akbar.

¢ Archmological Survey of India Reports.’ Serinl volwmes from 1862
(the earlicr ones are by Sir A. Cunningham). This series is distinet from
that of the Archmological Survey of Sowthern India. (Quoted as ‘ Hep.
Arch, Surv.’)

Baden Poswell, ¢ The Tand Systems of British Tndia.’ 8 vols. (Claren-
don Press, 1892.) (Quoted as ‘ L. 8. B. 1.")

‘Bongal : a Statistical Account of.’ (Ed. Sir W. W, Hunter.) 20 yols.
(London : Tritbner, 1872,

¢ Rarir Ghzetteer. (Hd. A. C. Lyall) ' 1 vol. (Bombay: Hdueation
Soeiety’s Prass, 1870,

i Bombay, Gtazetteer of.! (Hd. James Campbell) 25 vols,  (Bombay
Clovernment Central Prees, 1880.) Some of the volumes are not yet out.
(Quoted as ¢ Bombay Gazetteer.')

Caldwell (Rev. R,, D.D.). ¢ A Compnrative Grammar of the Dravidian

'Langua.ge§ ' (Introduction and Text). 2nd ed. (Triibner : London, 1875.)
. (Quoted as Caldwell, ¢ Introduction.’)
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Jampbell (afterwards Siv ). The Essay on * The Tenure of Land in
Indin' alluded to is found in * Systems of Land Teénure in various
' Countries: a Serios of Bssays published under the Sanction of the Cobdan
Club,’ 2nd' ed. (London: Maemillan, 1870,)
¢ Central Provinees Gazetteer.” (Infroduction and text.) 1 vol.  (Ed.
C. Grant), 2nd ed. | (Bombay: Education Society’s Press, 1870.)
Cunningham (Sir, Al), ‘The Ancient Geography of India® (1. The
Buddhist Period), vol. i. (only this volume published). (London : riibner,
1871)  (Quoted as Cunningham, ¢ Anc. Geog.')
Elliot (Siv H. M.), ‘ The Races of the North-West Provinces of India,

&e." 10d, John Beames. (London : Tyiibuer, 1879.) 2 vols, (Quoted as’

¢ Blliot's GHloss.")

Flphinstone (The Hon. Mountstuart),  History of India. 6th ed.
(. B. Cowell), (John Murray, 1874.) (Quoted as Elphinstone, ! Hist.?)

¢ Fifth Report of the Select Committes on the Affairs of India, 1812,
Vol. I, Bengal, Vol. IT. Madras. Madras Reprint of 1888, (Quoted ns
¢ Fifth Report.") '

Torrest (G. W.), ¢Selections from the Minutes and other Official
Writings of'the Hon. Mountstuart Elphinstone.’ (Londen: Bentley, 1884.)
(Quoted as Forrest, * Elphinstone Minutes.')

fGazetteer,’ See under Bombay, Panjib, Noxth-West Provinces,
&e., &e.

Grant-Duff, * A History of the Mahrattas, Bombay Reprint of 1878,
2 vols.

Hunter (Bic W, W.), * Bengal MSB, Records, &e.' 4 vols, (W.H. Allen,
1892.) (Quoted as Hunter, * Bengal Records.') !

Hunter (Sir W. 'W.), {Orissa.’  (Smith and Elder, 1872) 2 wols,
(Quoted as ‘ Orissa.’)

Tbbetson (D. €. J.), “ Outlines of Panjib Ethnography ; being Extracts
from the Panjib Census Report of 1881, treating of Religion, Lunguage,
and Caste.’ (Caleutta: Buperintendent of Government Printing, 1888.)
4to.  (Quoted as Tbbetson's ¢ Panjib Hthnography.’)

Indin: Census Report of 1891, My reference is to the Parliamentary
Blue Book, which is & summary with tables, by J. A. Baines, Censns
Commissioner, 1898. There is a faller report published by the Superin:
tendent Government Printing, Calcutts, for all India, and the series of
Provineial Reports published by the local Governments.

India: * Imperial Gazetteer of."  (Bd. Sir ' W. W. Hunter.) . 14 vols.
(Liondon : Tritbner.)

India. ‘Btatement exhibiting the Moral and Material Progress.’
(Parliamentary Blus Book, Two parts, with Maps and Tables.) These
are published decennially. = My reference is to that of 1883, wyitten by
J. 8. Cotton, B.C,S, =

Lasgen (Prof. Christian), ‘Indigche Alterthumskunde. 92nd ed.
4 vols.  (Leipzig, 1867.) (Quoted as Lassen.)
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Tiaveleye (Emile de). ‘De la Propx‘tété et 'dp ses formes pnmttwea
(Paris: Bailliere, 1874.)

MoCrindle (3. 'W.),  Ancient India as deseribed by Megasthenes and

Arvian.’  (London : Triibner; Caloutta and Bombay : Thacker, 1877.)
McCrindle (J. 'W.),  Ancient India as desoribed by Ptolemy ' (1885).

Madras : ¢ Mannal of the Administration of the Madras Presideney.”
(Government Press. B vols. folio.) Vol T, is paged separately for each

division—History, Hthnology, &. (Quoted as * Macleane’s Manual.”)

Maine (Sir H. 8.), ‘ The Barly History of Institutions.’ (John Murray,

1875.) :
| 'Maine (8ir H. 8., ' Village Communitics in the Bast and West.'
3rd ed. (John Murray, 1876.)

Maleolm (Sir J.), ¢ A Memoir of Central India, &¢.’ 2 vols, Reprint |

of Brd ed. ' (Caleufts and Bombay : Thacker & (o) (Quoted as Maleolm,
¢ Cent. Tnd.’)

¢ Manu, The Laws of ! (translated by Georg Bithler), being Vol, XXV.
ofthe * Sacred Books of the Hast.' (London : Trubner.) (Quoted as * Laws
of Manu.)

‘Mayne (J. D.), ‘A Trealise on Hindu Law and Usage.’ d4th ed.
1888. (Loxdon: Stevens & Haynes.)

Muir, J., * Ancient Sanskrit Texts, &e.’ 4 vols. (Quoted as Muir,

AL 8. T
EN.-W. Provinces Gazetteer., 14 vols. (Allahabad: North-West
Provinees and Cudh Government Press.)

Oppert (Custav), ‘The Original Inhabitants of India. (Constable,
| Westminster, 1898.)  (Quoted as G. Oppert.) '

¢ Oudh Gazefteer.! 8 vols. (Lucknow, 1877.)

¢ Panjab Gazetteers,” in separate distri¢t volumes of various dates.
{Government Central Press, Lahore.)

* Papers on Mirasi Right selected, &e.' (Madras : Pharach & Co., 1862.)
{Quoted as * Mirasi Papers.’)

¢ Rajputing Crazetteer.” 8vols. (Calentta: Superintendent of Govern-
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* Royal Asiatic Society Journal.! (Quoted as *J. R. A. 8.)

' Society of Arts Journal’ (Cuoted as ‘J. Soe. Arts.’)

Tod (Liout.-Oolonel Jamos), ¢ Annalsand Antiquities of Rajast'han, &e.'

Third reprint, 2 vols, (Madrag: Higginbotham, 1880.) (Quoted as.
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Wilgon (Prof. I H.), ‘A Glossary of Judicial and Revenus Terms.’
(W. H. Allen, 1855). (Guoted as Wilson, ‘ Glogsary.’)

Zimmer (Heinrich), ¢ Altindisches Leben : Die Cultur der Vad_lschen_

Axien.'s (Berlin, 1879.) (Quoted as Zimmer.)
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NOTE ON THE SPELLING OF ORIENTAL WORDS

Teshnical terms in the Indian languages are printed in italio
letters and transliterated, ag far as possible, on the system used by
the Royal Asiatic Sociefy.

The reader not acquainted with any Indian dialect will have no
diffieulty in pronouncing the words if he gives the continental gound
to the vowels ; or comparing them with Hnglish words :—

a—i, 88 the u in ‘cut’—the a in ‘father.! The sound of
English ¢ in ‘flat’ is unknown to any Indian language.
i1, a8 ¢ pit '—* peab.’

u—it, as ‘ pull "= pool.’

o-——always full, as in ¢ depot.’

e—alwaysasthe ‘ay’in fhay’; ‘ai’ as the “i’in‘five’ ; fau’
ag the fou’ in ‘hough”: ‘y’ i3 always a consonant.

. Of the consonants, it 18 hardly necessary fso any anything for the

English ren.dtr except to notice that the ¢ g’ is always hard ; and
that the ¢j’ is employed with ifs usual (English) sonnd. The
inverted corama or apostrophé indicates the Arabic ‘ain; and the
‘two forms of the Arvabie kif arve distingnighed, as ‘k’and ‘q’ (in
the latter case without the conventional ‘u’ added). The kh and
gh (underlined) indicate the gurtumlq, i in a final syllable indi-
cates the nasal pronunciation, ¢ Th," it may compmmtly be added,
ig never sibilant (either ag in “thin’ or ‘this’) in any Indign
dialeet; 1 it ig ‘1’ with an added aspivate. I may call attention to
the ¢, which==ch, and saves the awkwardness of writing Hindi
forms when the letter is both aspivated and reduplicated, ag often
ig the case. In familiar words printed in ordinary type, I haye
retained the ¢ch,’ ag there it seems more natural.

T have used a modified spelling for the common words raiyat
(ra‘myat), Talugdar (Ta‘allugdar), end mauza (mawza').  Indeed,
when these words ave written in any dialect that does not use the
Porsi-Arabic alphabet, they are actually so spelt (very nearly).

When necessary to indicate the language or dialect, an initial
‘has been added in brackets: S=Sanskrit, H==Hindi, M=Marithi,
A=Arabic, P=Persian, Tam=Tamil, Tel=Telugn, Karn=Kan-
urese, or the Karnata language.

! It may be in Burmese: and, thongh if is frequent and varied ip classical
Arabie, it is not go sounded in Indian use.
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CHAPTER I
THE INDIAN VILLAGE AND ITS FORMS IN GENHRAL

SrorioNn I——THE COMMONLY RECEIVED VIEW OF
VILLAGE-TENURES

It may safely be assumed that the term ‘Indian Village Com-
munity’ will not sound strange or unintelligible to English
readers. As to the meaning which the term conveys, it is not
g0 easy to feel confident,  Our standard histories of India usually
present us with a picture (more or less detailed) of what ¢ the
Indian village, as an institution, is; and some of the passages
in which these acconnts are contained have, not undeservedly,
become almost clagsical. © 'We also, at the present day, instine-
tively connect the idea of ¢village community ® with that of a
survival of aneient forms of common ownership of land, a sur-
vival which the intense conservatism of Fastern counftries has
made possible. There is no onme book, as far as I am aware,
that, dealing chiefly or solely with village-tenures, contains the
collected evidence regarding the details of their history and their
varied forms ; it is not surprising, therefore, that such knowledge
of the subject as has become current is of a highly generalised
and oftén theoretical character.

It may be useful to recount briefly what is usnaily held
regavdmg Indian villages, and gee how far we can accept familiar
ideas s a groundwork for a more detailed examination of the
subject. It is understood, to begin with, that the country dis-

g B
by i L?
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triots are almost everywhere divided up into groups of holdings
which, for want of a better name, are called ‘villages' or
¢townships.” Here and there, and sometimes throughout whole
provinees, it is remembered, the ownership of ‘villages ' has
been absorbed by the growth of a wider landlord interest, as, ..,
in Bengal, and Oudh, and part of Madras. In these cases the
superior tenure has overshadowed the villages, and they have
become mere groups of tenants, or have always been so, being
located by the landlord himself. Otherwiso, the villages are
independent, and represent, in fact, the primary form of land-
ownership in general, and as such, constitute the chief agricul-
tural feature of numerons ‘districts.” ! If for a moment I may

[

illustrate the gemeral state of things with reference to familiar

English institutions, withont unduly implying any connection
hetween the institutions themselves, I might say that in
gome cases villages have been swallowed up in great ¢ manors,’

under the lords of them ; and in this case the village-organisation .

has often decayed. In other cases the villages have escaped
being so absorbed, either becanse no ‘lord’ has arisen over them,
or becanse such lords as once possessed them have disappeared,
being destroved by war or stress of times ; or, more curionsly
still, because such villages have become little * manors’ of them-
selyes ; the lordship that has grown up has either been conter-
minous with the village, or bas broken up into a number of
fragments which are ‘villages.! In all the latter cases we have
¢ villages * as the independent elements of the agricultural sys-
tem, with no ‘lord’ over them except the state or the ruler.

So far,? the general idea is quite in correspondence with
the reality of things. But when it is further inquired what is
understood to be the nature of the ¢village-community’ or
‘township,’ it will probably be most frequently answered that
the village, though existing in some vaviety of form, approxi-
mates in general to a single type, of which the important

1 Tho ¢ District’ (sometimes called Collectorate) is the administrative
unib into which each provinee is divided. TIn some respects it answers
to the ¢ county ' in England. See my Short Account of the Land Revenue
de. of British India (Clavendon Press, 1894, p. 22). 5

¢ And allowing for cases where, owing to physical conditions, village-
groups are not formed at all,
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feature is that there is some kind of ¢ holding in common’ of the
village area, either still surviving at the present day, or which
existed in former times. The village is further supposed %o
consist of the group of connected families which probably onee
acknowledged blood-relationship, butnow, having lost the recol-
lection of it, is only held together by the land occup1ed in eom~
mon.  For this reason the term ¢ village community ’ as applied
to India has been generally taken to imply not only a local
group of landholders, but something of a communistic type as
regards the property in land. Some writers also have made nse
of such ferms as ‘rural communes’ or ¢ village corporations’—
terms which we may allow to pass, though they can only be used
by way of a rather loose analogy.

" At this point the popular theory becomes, I fear, open to
several objections. The most serious is that it generalises in a .
way which is not warrantable; it igmores the fact that, even
taking the widest possible view of the subject, two types of vil-
lage must be recognised—one that has, and one that has not,
any appearance of joint or common ownership. In the latter
type, which for convenience we call the raiyatwdri, there is no
evidence that the holdings were ever otherwise than separate
and independent. But even in the ‘joint’ type, it is almost
equally important not to confuse the whole of the villages to-
gether, but to recognise the very different principles or bases
of union which exist : the joint-village on a tribal basis is very
different from that which depends on succession of joint heirs to
an individual founder, and that, again, is different from the group
formed by families on no tribal and no aristocratic basis, or on
voluntary association. The whole argument of this hook is not
so much to throw doubt on the general idea of early communal
ownership), as to insist on the specific facts of Indian village
history, and to the qualified sense in which such collective owner-
ship as is deemed predicable can be asserted. It is especially
necessary to point out that in all cases the collective ownership
has nothing to do with any social community of goods: it is a
question of some bond of union among conquering and superior
tribes, or, among a family proud of its descent from some aristo-
eratic founder,

Even so preliminary and general a criticism of the usnally
B 2
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received theory of Indian villages may be open to the objection
that it also calls in question to some extent the general conclu-
sions which have the authority of the late Sir H. S. Maine,
May I say once for all, that in respect and admiration for the
author of the Forly History of Institutions, and of the Vallage
Ovimmumities, 1 yield to no one ? But it seems to me that the
author himself would Jiave been the very last to hold that no
modification of his theory was ever poseible. The results arrived
at in these well-known works are professedly only probable
conclugions from such evidence as the writer had before him at
the time, and which he certainly did not regard as complete.
1t can hardly be doubted that the information available when
Sir H. §. Maine wrote was very far from being what it bas
since hecome. None of the reports on the Panjab frontier tribal-
villages were written-—or ab least were available in print; and
the greater part of the best Settlement Reports of the North-
West Provinces, Oudh and the Panjab, are dated in years
subsequent to the publication of Village Commuwnaties.  Further,
the Settlement Reports of the Ceniral Provinces, the District
Manuals of Southern India, and the Survey Reports and
Gazetteers of the Bombay districts, were many of them not
written, and the others were hardly known beyond the cenfines
of those presidencies. In this fact I find the explanation of the
total omission in Sir H. 8. Maine’s pages of any specific mention
of the raiyatwiri form of village, and the little notice he takes
of the tribal or clan constitution of Indian races in general, and
of the frontier tribal villages in the Panjab.!

If, however, it has become necessary to modify our concep-
tion of collective-ownership as applied to Indian villages, and
to recast some other conclusions, this modification will in no
respect suggest any diminution of the value and aunthority of the
works alluded to. They will still continue to be our lasting
possessions not only as models of lueid exposition, but as per-

1 This is the more remarkablé because Sect. 111 in the Harly Insti-
tutions deals with the clan and kinship; but the author evidently had
seon nothing directly to connect the clan and the village in Upper India;
he turns away to suppose the village-group fo helong to a stage when kin-
ship is largely forgotten and when the land (always supposed to be held
in eommnion) is the chief bond of union.

3
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" manent gnides to scientific method in the collection and use of

materials. Indeed, it is not too much fo say that we owe to

' Sir H. 8. Maine’s invaluable pioneer work the very possibility

of farther advance ; since his work has constantly suggested the
lines of inquiry which our later detailed reports have pursued.

But gome readers may farther be disposed to regard the
Indian case as necessarily concluded by a general verdict on the
Buropean evidence as to archaic common ownership of land. 1t
would be quite beyond my scope to discuss the wide question of

| early ‘collective ownership’ as a universal phenomenon of
ancient times ; but more than one of the hitherto received proofs
or instances has of late years been rendered ab least question-
able owing to the re-examination of texts and documents ; and
some cases of apparent common-holding supposed to be ancient
have turned ont to be comparatively modern, or to be explainable
on other principles. I would not, however, venture to approach
the subject, except for the one reason that if it is really the fact
that in all the countries of the West ownership of land ‘in
common’ was a recognised feature in a certain (archaic) stage
of social progress, then, no doubt, it might afford an « prior
reason, inclining us to believe that the Indian evidence must
support a similar conclusion in the Hast. Bub I submit that
under the circumstances of doubt that exist as to the Furopean
phenomena, the Indian case may with advantage be dealt with
on its own merits, and without any predisposition one way or
the other.

At any rate, T think that we have every right to insist that
the distinct existence of a type of Indian village in which
¢ ownership in common’ cannot be proved to be a feature either
of the past or present should be duly acknowledged ; and that
it is hardly possible to appeal to ¢ the Indian village community ’
as evidence in any general question of archaic land-custom or of
economic science, if we first obtain a single type by leaving out
of view the wide arean of country which furnishes divergent
forms or features. And further, when the details of the history
of the Northern Indian villages are so much better known, it
becomes imperative to give due weight to the fundamental
differences of structure and origin which exist among the ¢ joint’
villages themselves ; for these differences must largely affect the
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gense in which we predieate ¢ holding in common’ or ¢ collective
ownership 7 of any or all of them.

In the first place, then, in deprecating the ahsenca of all
acknowledgment of two broad types of village in India, I think
that I do not misrepresent the opinions actually expressed by
Sir H. 5. Maine when I conclude that distinctive evidence re-
garding one type of village was not before him—that type which
I have called the raiyatwdari village, in which the separate
holders (or vaiyat), whatever spirit of union they may have pos-
sessed, never represented co-sharers in a unit estate nor ac-
knowledged any form of common ownership.!

The following passages appear to me to be conclusive on the
subject, * Over the greater part of the country,’ writes Sir H.
Maine,? ¢the village community has not been absorbed in any
larger collection or lost in a territorial area of wider extent.
For fiscal and legal purposes it is the proprietury unit of lorge and.

THE INDIAN VILLAGE COMMUNITY

populovs provinces’ (the italics here and elsewhere are mine).

This may indeed be understood toallow that other provinces may
exhibit some differences ; but there is no hini that any such
differences may involve a distinction in principle, as they really
do. And in another passage in which the author eémpliasises
his desire to recognise considerable variety, it is still evident
that it is only variety within the general lines of common holding ;
it does mnot extend to distinguishing or accounting for the
rawyatwars principle. ¢ In the account of the Indian caltivating
group which follows,” he says, ‘¢ you will understand that T con-.
fine myself to fundamental points, and, further, that I am at-
tempting to deseribe a typical form o which the village eommamni-
fies appear to me on the evidence I have seen lo approzvmate,
rather than a model to which all existing groups called by the
name can be exactly fitted.’® This unity of general type indeed
nocessarily follows from the way in which collective ownership
is assumed to be universal as a primary stage. And the general
type is accordingly presented of a group of persons not only
connected (really or by a fiction) by common descent, bat who

L The word raiyat, sometimes written phonetically »yof, is (correctly)
the Arvabic ra'iyat, and means ‘ subject,’ ¢ protected,’ &e.; hence sny land-
holder subject to the Crown or o a landlord.

* VAl Comm. pp. 12, 18, 3 Tbid. p. 107.
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also own the land in common or collectively. This typical com-
munity is distingnished by the absence, originally, of any one
headman superior to the rest, the co-sharers being represented
by a council of heads of families or houses. Recognising also
that there often are inferiors and dependents (tenants) incladed
in the villags group, the author considers that these also formed
part of the ¢ brotherhood.’' 'The brotherhood, in fact, forms a
kind of *hierarchy, the degrees of which are determined by
the order in which the various sets of cultivating families have
amalgaruated with the community.”

In another place the author, speaking of ideas of ownership
in land as prevalent in India generally, remarks’ that ownership
was understood, ‘bub joint awnership by bodies of men was the
rule, several ownersbip by individuals the exception.’? And
in an interesting passage in the Harly History of Institutions,
the village group in general is traced to some form of expan-
sion of the single family, in which the sense of common descent
is gradually lost, and ‘the assemblage of cultivators is held
togethor solely by the land which they till in common.” In
India, even where division of the culturable holdings has intro-
duced separate ownership, and the waste only is held in common,
the Tndian village community is @ body of men held together by the

- Aand thet they occupy.t

Now, sfich a general typical deseription cannob be applied at
all to one class, and that by far the largest, of Indian villages.
The form of village of which it is to a great extent a true repre-
sentation is confined to India north of the Vindhyan Hill sevies
.. to the Panjib, the North-West Provinces, and Oudh,
probably in former times including the northern part of Bengal
known as Bihar. A fow villages of the same kind are found in
Upper Western India (Giujardt), and there are wide-spread

' Vall. Comm. pp. 123, 175, and compare p, 179, where some interesting
remarks are made on the position of the arain-dealer in the village.

2 Thid. pp.176,177. This is something quite different from there being
merely different grades of social rank in the village, such as landlord,
fenant, farm-labourer, low-caste menial, &c.; it is something within a
general * brotherhood.”

? Ibidy p. 222,

Al E_cerl’-y History of Imstitwlions, pp. T7-82.
passages are mine.)

(The italies in all these
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traces of formerly existing shared (or landlord) village estates in
the Dakhan and in certain parts of South India, But, broadly
speaking, this form of village was never universal : it always
implies, as I have said already, the growth of some individual
overlordship or sowe settlement of conquering clans or expansion
of families with their own notions of equal right and superiority
to inferior races: it never extended generally over the greater
part of Eastern, Central, Western and Southern India.

A better idea will be formed about the relative importance of
the aveas in which the joint and the ravyatwari villages tespec-
tively ave the prevalent kinds, if we set down the Provinces, with
their ares and population. :

1 W ‘:’ ean density of
e Provinces Area in square miles popnlation per
Buare mile
A (The Panjib 10,66 e i
epan R S i
gt DLl Total L e RASRAG B
Bengal L1 648 471
Bepavate ownership Bombay and 77,‘2.75']? 207 |
orrasyatwird vil- Sindh 47,789 | | 117 |
Ioges prevalent; || Madras 141,189 256
traces of joint. || Ajmer ! { 2,711 200
villages once in Coorg [ 1,588 109
existence locally, | | Central Pro- f
and from special [| ' vinces 86,501 125
causes | { | Beviiy | 17,718 168
ot ARSI ALY SR M T e O
[ | Total L eTE e

As to the second point—the real nature of the collective
ownership that is observable in the northern Indian Joint-village

! In Ajmer and in the Central Provinces the revenue system has pro.
duced artificially a new proprietary title to the villages; but it is un-
donbtedly the fact that, in both, the villages were naturally raiyatiudri,
I have alluded to the probability of joint-villages once exisfing in the
Bihir distriets forming & part of Bengal.  On the other hand, the sequel
will show that in Oudh and the old Hindu kingdoms of the Norih-west
the raiyatwari form of village was originally prevalent among the lower
eastes and aborigines when the Hindn Rajas held the dominion; so the
one case at least balances the other. If I added the Native®States of
Hijputina, Central India, and the Nizini's Torritory, the raiyatwiri aren
would preponderate still more, 3
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~my observations must be reserved to a later stage. Before any
- remarks on the subject would be intelligible it will be necessary
‘to consider a number of other matters, It will be desirable,
therefore, at once to present the reader with a sketch which aims
b placing before him the two forms of village in contrast. It ig
easy to describe the raiyatwari village, because in the nature of
things its form is one: more difficult is it to sketch the other
type, because its forme ave several—that is to say, putting aside
minor modifications in details of internal constitution, there are
some fundamental distinctions which co-exist’ with a certain
oatward appearance of uniformity. .
Without further prelude, however, the attempt to present
each type of village in its proper character must be made.

Secrioy 11-—THE Two FORMS OF VILLAGE-TENURE
| A. The Ravyatwari Village

In this form of village, so widely prevalent, the group of
holdings in no sense forms a ¢ proprietary unit;” and the term
¢ community ’ is properly applied to the group of landholders
only so long as it is employed to indicate the connection which
a group of cultivators must have when located in one place,
bound by certain customs, with certain interests in common, and
possessing within the cirele of their village the means of local
government, and of satisfying the wants of life mthout much
referancﬁ to neighbouring villages,

Tt is quite possible that when the first Dravidian and other
tribesmnen formed villages on this pattern, there was sorue
general idea of tribal union, and that every member of the clan
was entitled to receive an allobment sufficient for his wants ; but
there is no trace of any common holding of the land occupied ;
the several portions of the village are allotted or taken up
geverally, and are enjoyed quite independently from the firss. 1
make this allusion to the clan or tribe, becanse in the countries
marked by the prevalence of villages of this type we are almost
always able to note evidences of a tribal stage of society which
will be described in due course. There were clan-divisions of
territory, containing a number of villages, each under its own
headman or chief, who was a natural and essential part of the
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institution.  This alone places this form of village in contrast
with the other form, in which, as Sir H. 8. Maine has promi-
nently remarked, the ¢ headman ’is not originally a featnre of the
constitution. It may be concluded with reference to any possible
numbers of the earliest agricultural tribes, as well as to the
immense ares of the country, that the villages were at first
scattered over the jungle-clad plains at considerable distances
apart, but within certain general boundaries of clan-territory.
Each village group contained a number of household or family
holdings, the holdings being larger or smaller as the means and
the requirements of each suggested. In the oldest customs we
shall find special allotments of land reserved in each village for
the chief, for the worship of the deity, and so forth ; but there
18 no community of interest in the eultivated lots.

The cultivated arvea is naturally surrounded by waste and
woodland, which may extend for some distance before the
‘sphere ’ of another village is reached. 'We have no evidence,
as far as I can discover, of any formal tribal or other procedure
for allotbing the several village areas within the territory occupied
by the tribe or clan. The area available for tillage was very
large in proportion to existing tribal numbers ; and the naturally
connected groups of families could settle where they pleased
within the general area recognised as belonging to their clan.
As the headman or chief of each village was always an important
personage, it was doubtless by his influence that the site for
clearing and settlement was selected ; and several neighbouring

- headmen in consultation could prevent any clashing of interests,
even if such oceurred, which is not likely.! ~ Under the influeuce
of established custom—that potent factor in Indian affairs—we
find in later times that the headman regulated subsequent
extensions of the cultivation and disposed of disputes ahout the
occupation of fresh lands. When a Raja was (perhaps in still
later days) established, it was always understood that there was
no appropriation of waste land without permission, though in
practice such appropriation was often tacitly allowed, and indeed

THE INDIAN VILLAGE COMMUNITY

1 T am alluding, of course, to the earliest agrieultural villages founded
by the oviginal settlers, who could havdly have found any hummn enernies,
but must hayve found the available area enormously in excess of any pos-
sible requirements.
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freely encouraged ; for the early State anthorities were only too i
glad to see more land cultivated, becavse the King’s revenue
share of the produce, which was from very early times his chief
resource, was thereby inereased. '

Thus, the waste adjoining the village was not the * common
property ’ of the village, any more than it is at the present day.
And consequently in early times the boundaries between village
and village were rarely, if ever, defined. It was only if one
village was at enmity with the next that some definition of
« gpheres’ would be made. There is reason to believe thati only
the clan territories were more definitely demarcated, and that
encroachments on these would have led to resistancé. I have
been told of cases among the Assam clang, where one group
would tury out in war array to prevent a neighbouring group

* trespassing on their grounds, This is in the hill country, where
each group-area consists of a large tract of * jungle’ and only &
certain part of it is taken in hand at a time, by reason of the
practice of shifting cultivation.!

It is only reasonable to suppose that from the earliest times
of tribal settlement the several tribal or clan areas were
jealously guarded. But a general sense of right of some kind
over a given neighbourhood is quite consistent with very vague
ideas of actual ownership ; and there is not the smallest reason
to believe thet in any early non-Aryan village the adjacent
waste was ever regarded as a definite property available for
partition at the option of the resident group of enltivators ; nor
was it supposed that each man had a right to an area of waste
proportioned to his arable holding, or any other share such as 18
always recognised in case of the waste belonging to joint or
landlord villages. All traces of early custom show the villages
just in the same condition in this respect as radyatwari villages
of to-day. 1t should he remembered that the wasto was always
used for grazing, and that hay-fields and hay-cutting are still
generally unknown ; * hence there would be no need for dividing

I This is deseribed at p. 53, posé.

% Ty the hills between Simla and the plains, where there is no forest
but d large oxpanse of hill-side which does produce hay, there is an excep’
tional eustom of marking out the area into * doles’ or strips (ghasni),
which are allotted among the landholders; and the area is only used for
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grass lands into ‘doles’ for hay, as in the English village of
former days. Hence, too, there would be no opportunity for a
sense of ownership to develop. It is doubtless this absence of
definite claim to anything beyond the appropriated and eleared
holding that made it so easy for the first rulers to assime their
(very ancient) right to the waste. But wherever a village was
- made over by a Raja, who of course professed to assign the
State-rights only, to some courtier or cther grantee, the latter
immediately seized on the adjacent waste as one of the most
useful parts of his grant, and cultivated it, as far as the neces-
sary area for grazing, &e., permitted, for his own profit.

So little was the waste adjacent to the old raiyatwdiri vil-
lages deemed a property,” and so rarely was it demarcated,
that in the Reyenue-settlement arrangements of the Mughal
Hmperors, or possibly at a still earlier time, it was sometimes
necessary to define the limit of waste attached for grasing or
other uses to a village; and this process was effected by the
primitive expedient of sending the village watchman to stand
on the edge of the cultivated fields and shout, The waste re-
served to the village use was then held to extend as far as his
voice could be heard.!

common grazing when the hay is cut. These lands are nof the property
of the humlets, and pay dues to the Raji. T do not know of any instance
in the plains where artifielal cultivation of grass is vesorted to, No doubt
there are places where the natural grass, which springs up chiefly during
the rainy season, ls subjeet to o certain customary protection before grazing
or grass-cutting is allowed. But, spealing generally, hay-culture is un-
known.

! It is curious fo, note that the origin of the familiar Indian measure
of length, the kos (2 kos = 8 miles), is in this rough method of estimating
distance, The word kos (krogw) meant the distance to which a voice
would reach (/. K. As. Soc. April 1894, p. 238 ; and for an illustration
see the paper on the Burmese version of the Sima Jitaka in the same
number, p. 222). The indefinite length was gradually converted into a
fixed measure by substituting & given number of danda, or poles, of four
cubits ‘each. 1In the dyin-i-Akbari (Jarvett's Trans. ii. 414) there is
an elaborate account of the imperial krok or kos. In Hunter's Bengal
Records, 1. 87, there is an interesting notice of the subject; but the
learned nuthor is perhaps only speaking generally when he ealls the waste
within earshot the joint property of the resident husbandmen (in Bengal).
It was only when a village was made over to a grantee that the waste was



So much regarding the wasfe area. As to the residence of
the landholders, a central village site is usually established
within the group of arable lands. But circumstances may
cause outlying hamlets to exist also. In this village-site the
headman (called patel in Central India, but there are many
other local titles) had a residence larger and better built than
the others. In the Uentral Provinces the headwan’s residence
is often spoken of as the gurhi, or fort; and in former days,
. at any rate, it was large enough to afford accommodation for
the whole of his family and its dependents. Iustances have
oceurred where the headman made his house a veritable fort of
refuge, and defended his village against maraudersor the attacks
of enemies.'

Tt is sometimes stated that the headman was at first the
nominee of the ruler, and that the office became hereditary.? This
is certainly not the case ; the hereditary headman is a distinetly
original feature, and is traceable to old tribal times. But it was
. inevitable when the plan of taking a revenue by means of a
share of the produce was introduced, snd some kind of public
administration was organised, that the ruler should enlist the
efforts of the headman on the side of the State and recognise his
office and give him some additional privileges. As a matter of
fact, 1 believe it will be found that the first action of the Ra,]c"t,
when that stage of society was reached, was 1ot so much to
deal with the existing headman and his old tribal authority, as
to introduce a sort of second headman (mdhato of the Dravidian
villages), who rather overshadowed the original chief, because he
was necegsarily literate and could keep accounts, In time it
was found that both were gseful, and both were officially recog-

elaimed as distinet property under the grant,  For an ordinary raiyatwdr:
village of old times, as af the present day in Bengal, the waste was only
wsed by the villagers ; it could not be broken up, still less partitioned or
alienated, without leave of the authovities, or later of the landlord,

1 8ee L. S.B. 1 ii. 464 (note), where there is a reference to the
Chanda 8. I, ‘

2 See, for instance, Elphinstone, Hist. (6th ed., Cowell), p. 89. It will
often be noticed in villages of Dravidian origin that the ‘ headman’ is re-
garded as foo dignified for executive duty; he gives orders and decisions,
but has a deputy (¢aughala), also hereditary, who ateends to . practical
business (Grant-Duff, i, 28 and note).
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nised. ' However this may be, the second officer was the proto-
type of our modern village pafwari; * his office, like everything
in India, became hereditary; it is shill allowed to be go to some
extent and on condition of the efficiency of the heir. On him
the cultivators rely for a knowledge of the official entries in the
Records, and the survey details of their holdings; he it is who
makes out the receipts for their payments, and is the general
adviser. ' All village accounts and village statistical returns are
made ont by him. He also is the village notary for matters re-
quiring written documents such as bonds and land-transfers.
"T'he antiquity of this office is only second to that of the headman.

The headman was always, at least nominally, the superior,
for he had, and still has, small magisterial powers and various
duties of pohce and protection. The office was remunerated by
an important holding of land—often the best in the village-—-
which, in some cases, the ruler allowed him to hold free of
revenue. Besides this there were various much-cherished privi-
leges and precedence rights. The aggregate of these rights and
privileges (mdanpan), together with the official land, constitute
what was afterwards called the wafan (dialectically vatan). As
the whole was hereditary, it could be partitioned ; and in some
cases of necessity was even sold or mortgaged.? ' Otherwise, o
strictly hereditary and held by the family was the pdtelyi
(headmanship), that in former days the male heirs of the last
patel sometimes held the office jointly ; and as, of course, its actnal
duties and responsibilities could only be performed or discharged

! This officer is commonly called pafwdri in Bengal and Upper Indin;
in Madras he is kernam, and has other local titles ; in Bombay, kelkarni
or, if stipendiary and not hereditary (in certain parts), talifr,

* There is every reason to believe that the village chiet's ex-ofiicio land
' was always hereditary ) bub of course thiese special features of family
ownership followed from the general adoption of Hindn soeial and religious
ideas. InJ.R. 4. 8. iii. 850, Colonel Sykes has given a translation
of along nward relating to a dispute about partition, which incidentally
shows what a number of rights and privileges there were to be divided.
The headman’s precedence was laid down in detail : e.q., he had a right to
throw the first cake into the Holi festival fire; the right to have the
pipes played first at his house at the Dasalra fostival ; and to have his
cow’s horng fivst gilded at another festival, and so on. 'He also had
cerfpin dues of grain (80 many ser in each maeund), called gitgri ; certain
dues in oil, hemp, pots, shoes, eloth from the weaver, &e.



by one at a time, they adopted a sort of rotation. The hereditary
land was a much-cherished family possession, Similar holdings
were enjoyed by the accountant and, on a smaller scale, by the
arbisans and menials of the village, to be described presently.
Bit it is worth while mentioning that the Arabic name used
for this special holding (wafan) superseded any older indigenous
name, as this institution was wisely preserved by the earlier
Muhammadan - kings of the Dakhan; and the revenue- and
land-terms employed by them became locally current.! 'The
Marithas, on the other hand, nsed to impose a heavy jodt, or
rent-charge, which mnst have destroyed the value of such hold-
ings; and in some districts their harsh arvangements for
revenue collection eansed the wholesale disappearance of the old
pitels, and with them of course the wafon. Indeed, in the
central districts, land held on this tenure is now almost exclu-
sively found in certain districts in the Central Provinces and
Berar.? It is well known in the Southern Presidency, where,
however, the term wafan does not seem to be in uge,

| Watan means ‘ home ’—that which is the hereditary and intimately
valued property of the family, as opposed to any land they might hold by
purchase or on managing lease or other slighter tenuve. ‘When such a
holding aud privilege was attached to any hereditary official or member
of the family he was said to be waienddir = holder of n waftan. The very
fact of this distinetive possession shows that the headman was never owner
of the whole village. The strong attachment and loyal adhesion to the
Patel v Central India is vividly portrayed by Malcolm (Memoir of
Central Tndia, i. 12, and ii. 60). Great Mardthii chiefs valued the title of
Pitel.  Tf deserted villages had to be re-established, strennous efforts were
made to discover some descendant of the original headman (Maleolm,
i. 18, note). !

9 We shall see in the sequel that the plan of setting apart a special
holding in virtue of office for the headman and other village officers can
be iraced back to early Dravidian times. In the Laws of Manu we find
the King directed to let the headman of the village, as well as the officer
of larger revenue divisions, have a certain portion of his land free of
revenue charges. The wafan, it will be remetnberad, was not a State
grant of land, but an old enstomary hereditary holding in virtue of office ;
the only connection of the State with it was the privilege of remission of
the revenue dues. It may be well to add that, in some reports, the terms
watan, wqlenddr, are used as synonyms for hereditary land and its
holder in general; buf this ia not strictly correct. Owing, hiowever, to

the sale, &e., of watan lands, it is possible that plots may be claimed as
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Besides these two principal officers, who usnally in large
villages had deputies or assistants, there were others, such as
the village watchman, and the guardian of boundaries, and the
wessengers. In irrigated villages there would be also an official
to regulate the distribution of water.

But sowething else was wanted besides officers to make pro-
vision for the self-contained life of the ‘ community.” A village
group established perhaps in the forest at some distance from
any other village, to say nothing of larger towns, would need
some purely local means of providing for the simple wants of
daily life. And therefore villages of this, and, naturally, of the
Joint type also, have always solved the difficulty by attracting
to themselves a body of resident craftsmen and menials, who
are not paid by the job, but are employed by the village on a
fixed remuneration, sometimes of a bit of rent-free (and perhaps
revenue-free) land, sometimes by small payments at harvest, as
well as by customary allowances of so many sheaves of corn,
millet, &e., or certain measures of grain,' and perquisites in

on this tenure, though there is no existing conneetion with any heéad-
ship or other office.

As may be expected in a Dravidian country like Madras, the ‘ew-nfficio
holdings of the headwan, and also of the karnam, or village accountant,
and somctimes of other members of the village stafl, are well known
throughont the villages of the Presidency. As to the specinl holding of
the headman in Madras, see Mirdsi Papers (1862), p. 896, and many other
places, Wo find the village watch enjoying this remuneration (grima-
kiwel), and a similar privilege to cortain district police. The vattiyan, or
sweeper, has his hereditary land, and so has the panjangan, ov village
astrologer, who fixes the propitious dates for pleughing, sowing, and reap-
ing (pp. 180, 405).

! This custorn of paying the arlisans and menials by allowances of
grain (taken out before the division of the crop between the King's officers
and the cultivator) is very ancient. it is found in every province, either
accompanied by a small giant of land or as the sole allowance. So
varions ave the modes of payment that T can only select one or two
characteristic examples, which in this instance I take from the joint-
village provinces. Details will be found for Madras in Macloane’s
Administration Manual, 1. (Ethnol)), 102 (note), 154 ; Mirdsi Papers,
pp. 180 ff, 405, &e. For Bombay, any distriet Gazcéiteer may be
consulted: eg. Ahmadibid (iv. 47), or Ratnagiri (x, 189), Broach
(ii. 885), &¢. The usual features oceur of small land * vatans,” or allosw-
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kind, Fach is aléo given a house-site in the village, or in some
cases, as in Madras, in a group outside it, forming a sorh of
suburb. j - .

The list of artisans varies in different parts, though of course
some, being indispensable, are found in all cases, such as the
blacksmith, potter, shoemaker or cobbler, carpenter, washerman,
sweeper, and a barber, who also is surgeon, and is the proper
person to carry messages connected with negotiations for betro-
thals. In some villages there is a dancing-girl; in others an

ances in cash or grain or both. (See also Berir Gazetteer, p. 200 . It
may be neeessary to explain that the villagers supply the materials for
the work to e done, but do not pay for the labonr; a stranger getting a
job done would pay for both.

As @ cage in point T may instance the Gujrit district of the Panjab
(Qazetteer, Gujrit, 2nd eds p. 97).  The village servants are paid by grain.
fees, with allowances of 50 many bundles of the erop before threshing, as
there doseribed : and the *bundle ' (bhari) of wheat or barley means the
bundle tied by a string of thres straws lemgth. The blacksmith
affords & good exumple, as hiy work requives ‘a supply of iron and
also charconl. He mever provides the iron for the tools he makes
(reaping-hook, spade, ploughshare, &e.), but he does provide the chareonl
for the forge, unless, indeed, an unusual quantity will be required—-as
in making & great pan for gugar-hoiling. And in general, it is noted,
the blacksmith is allowed ag o perquisite, the roots and branches of any
tree cut by a village proprietor. As o sumple of the custor of grain pay-
iments in the North-Woest Provinees, I may quote from Mr. Hooper's Basti
8.R.(1801),§ 64. Ina village called Dhebarui, the following persons take °
ghares of grain (ealled jeora) amounting to four panseri (measures of two
sevs or four pounds avoirdupois each) for each * plough 'of cultivated land in
the village : the barber, washerman, carpenter, blacksmith, and eowherd.
These also receive afurther allowance (called kalydn7) when the * business
of the threshing-floor is over. Another series of smaller shares are
allowed to the Pandit or astrologer who determines the propiticus seasons
for sowing, &e.; to the kahdr, who attends on visitors, such us the
darogha of police, the revenue officer (chaprasi), and the ‘ exorcist ' (sokha)
who secures the village from evil spirits, and sets up the little posts called
Jik and Jakni outside the village. This person, by the way, is often of
the aboriginal tribes, because these are supposed to have the power of
eroroising the spirits of thewr old country. The three last-named only
get half a jeora and no extra kalyani, Besides these regular allowances,
certain other deductions are made from the grain heap before it is divided
between the tenant and landlord ; for examuvle, five anjurt (double-hand-
fuls) go for charity to Brahmuns and fagirs, The ploughman’s wife is
allowed to take up as much as she ean hold ¢ for luck,’

i
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“astrologer to announce the propitions seasons for agricultural
operations 3 in one account of the primitive villages in south-
west Bengal I find mention of a ‘ witch-finder.” And in Berar
(in the Amrioti district) some of the villages pay a gearpagan,
whose duty it is to avert hail by his incantations.'

This residence in a more or less isolated group, with the
common. use of the adjoining waste or grazing ground, submis-
sion to the village headman, and common employment of a local
staff of artisans and menials, were the chief circumstances which
formed the bond of union in a raiyatwiri village. Probably af
their first foundation the village families were more closely con-
nected by clan ties than they are now ; and there may have been
some further feeling of ¢community’ on this ground. The
nature of the revenue-system which early Governments adopted
in dealing with these villages must have greatly influenced their
solidarity. When the old custom of the State grain-share was
qguietly followed out, the headman managed the whole, and every
holder in the village knew what he had to contribute. But in
after times, when this system, with itz natural complications
canged by deductions and allowances on this account and on
that, and by the caleulation of average yields, proved too trouble-
some, the practice arose of fixing lump sums in cash, for which
various speculators contracted, and thus elements of oppression
were introduced. The government of the village by its own
headman was interfered with ; lands were sold and mortgaged to
the hankers and others who advanced, or were security for, the
revenue ; and in general the old order was npset, lands abandoned,
and the original holders ejected. The result of Mariithid mal-
administration especially must have been to disturb greatly the
old holding#, and, in fact, in the long course of years, to make
the village population a very mixed one.? I am unable to trace

U Berir Gazeltoer, p. 206, In L. 8. B. I 1. 150, I have given some
further lists of village craftsmen and servants. In the Maritha villages,
the complete number was supposed to be twelve, hence the term bara-
balite for the body of village artisans and menials, Balita (M) is the
grain-fee or allowance =merd@: of the south. . !

» Tt is one of the things much to be desired ns regards village statistics
that we should have some means of knowing how far the western and
gouthern villages under the raiyatwari system still eonsist of land-



perty between the different holdings, or anything in early
Dravidian custom that may have led to it. Theindividual holding
now passes, on the death of the holder, to the descendants
jointly, under the Hindu law ; and they subdivide it, as far as
circumstances permit. If the family is too large and more land
cannot be had, the gons come to terms, and some sell their shares
and seek new homes or other means of livelihood. Theve is, of
course, no joint responsibility of the separate families for the
Glovernment revenue,! The headman alone is, or was, respon-
gible for such village expenditure as entertaining guests, cele
brating & festival, and the like. In former days he, and the
officers of the superior revenue charges above him, used to levy
a tax, or cess, called sadir-wirid,’ to meet such expenses.

It only needs to be added, in conclusion, that the presont
rasyatwar holder of land has, legally speaking, a somewhab pecu-
liar position, which is the result not of bis original rights, nor
of the intrinsic nature of his tenure, but of subsequent historical
developments, especially in connection with the later claim of
the rulers to be superior owners of all land. This point, how-
ever, will be more easily explained at a later stage; and as the
modern legal nature of the tenure in a raiyatwari village holding
does not affect either the character of the village form or its
principle of constitution, there is no occasion to pursue the
guestion at present.

holders of the same clan or caste; it may be that there is more of this
than prima facie we should be disposed to expect.

1 The head of each family is alone responsible for the revenue of the
holding; the revenue system also has its rules for allowing partition
among the heirs on the death of a landholder, and for the separate shares
being erected into separate * numbers’ on the revenue register, provided
they do not go below a minimuwm of size.

¥ This means literally ‘ going out and coming in'-—referring fo the
arrival and departure of guests. The levy seems to have been the occa-
gion of many abuses. See Hlphinstone's Minute (G. W. Forrest’s Heprint,
p. 280). ‘The expenses of the pafel on public affairs . . . are defrayed
by a tax on the village, . . . This tax . . . is a great source of profit to
the patels and kulkarnis.'

¢2

at any former period, anything resembling a community of pro-
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B. The Joint-Village

If we now turn to the joint-village of Upper India, we have
no longerta simple form to deal with. 'Without any previous
knowledge of details, it will be obvious that, there being a joint-
tenure of the village, that which is joint may be in time wholly
or partly divided or partitioned : this alone will produce some
variety of condition. And when estates are joint the principle
of union need not be the same throughout. The former incident
produces only minor varieties, including such as arise when the
strict scale of shaves gets forgotten or altered. The latter, in
fact, produces important classes, in which the principle of sharing
is different. Some indications of such a difference are given by
those writers who speak of the ©aristocratic ’ and ‘ democrabic ’
constitation of villages. This distinction is not a convenient
one ; but it is quite true that some villages are so far ¢ aristo-
cratic’ that they hold in fiaetionul shares which indicate a family
property held in descent from a dignified (possibly once princely)
ancestor ; others are ‘ democratic’ in the sense that the groups
of families have a real common descent, but have adopted a more
equal mode of sharing, or that they are voluntary associations of
settlers. Neither term, however, serves to indicate the important
class of villages whose joint constitution is due to some form of’
iribal union and to surviving fribal or clan custom. I mention
this fact, and only mention it, at this stage, because there is
some obviously consequent danger of error in any generalised.
account of the joint-village, even when it has been acknow-
ledged as a separate type. There are, however, certain features
which all forms of joint-village possess in common, and these
may be usefully described. ;

In all cases the entire ares of the village forms something
like a uni’ estate.! The adjoining waste is here an integral part

! The village is not always, strictly speaking, itself the unit estate.
1t may happen that a connected group of co-sharers have come to be
owners of an estate comprising several geographieal villages, and that
the different branches of the family have not divided the whole so as to
make the separnted shares consist each of one or more entire villages.
Each branch may have taken its share partly in one place, partly in
another. Hence the real unif, for revenue purposes at any rate, is the
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of the property, and is at the absolute disposal of the owners us
much ‘as any other land. (onsequent on this universal and
ancient fact of unity, the waste is included by the Survey in the
' boundaries of the village, as well as the arable; and when the
waste comes to be partitioned, it will be 8o on a definite prineiple,
usually, but not always, having relation to the existing shares
in the arable area.!
1t is also in consequence of these essential features that the
modern Land-Revenue Administration is able to treat the village
a8 one estate, liable for one lump sum of revenue which is dis~
‘tributed over the holdings or among the co-sharers according to
their own principle of constitution: the whole Body s jointly
responsible, until what is technically known as ¢ perfect ' partition
severs the bond.? It is quite possible, and in former days was
nsual, to partition the holdings for several enjoyment without
dissolving the common respongibility. )
The body of owners who thus, whether their lands are
partitioned or not, still hold together and have a certain joinb
inferest in the village, arises in various ways, which will appear

madal, or group of lands held under one and the same title 3 and vegisters
aro prepared to show the list of lands brought together for this purpose
.on paper, but actaslly lying, some heve and some there, possibly, through
half a dozon mawza on the map. Still, there are & very large number of
\eases in which n single village is also a mahal, ox estate. In the Panjib
it is quite usual.

1 Tn provinces like the Panjib and the Central Provineces, where the
aren of waste was very great, andit would have been irpossible to suppose
it all really appropriated fo one or other village, a special rila was laid down
at the Land Revenue Settlement for allowing a liberal portion to each
village ; the surplus was reserved fo Government on the general principle
that waste not oocupied belongs to the State. Buch surplus aveas (ealled
pakh in the Panjib) are utilised for grazing reserves, for forest purposes,
and for eolonisation when & scheme for frrigation can be carried ont. In
the North-West Provinces, except in some special districts, the whole of
the waste was ineluded in the village boundaries ; and the Revenue Law
contains gome special provisions abont the area in caso it is so large as to

" be beyond the requirements of the village.

2 ¢ Tmperfect’ partition merely defines the severalty holdings, leaving
the body still jointly liable for the revenue. ° Perfoct ' partition goes
farther, and in fact constitutes so many new and distinet estates, The
law may differ in different provinces as to the freedom with which this
“perfect’ partition can now be applied for.
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presently. I wish first to repeat once more that in all
cases they are either a ruling, conquering, and often non-
agriculturist caste, who have taken the superior or landlord
position over an earlior evisting willage group of cullivators,
usually of aboriginal or some mixed or humbler descent ; or
else they hawve founded their own willage in the virgin waste,
either by their own esertions, if agriculturists by nature,
or by aid of tenants and dependents. But in either case, the
village owner, or body of village owners, has the same sort of
superior title. It depends on the locality which origin is the
more common. The North-West Provinces official is extremely
familiar with Réjput and other village owners, whose lordship
was established over existing villages by various means, and not
unfrequently has resulted from the prior existence of a tervitorial
chiefship, which being afterwards partitioned among the family
has left a number of individuals or families in possession of single
villages. Tothe Pan‘]a,b official such a proceeding is legs familiar
the joint-villages in the plain districts are much more frequ 3nt1y
the direct foundations of individuals and clan-groups and colonist
associates, who were agriculturists by nature and themselves cul-
tivated the land ; but they have the same ideas of united and
superior ownership.

It is not at all necessary that the joint-village should be
actually held undivided. In some cases it is 8o held; and the
reagon for it is plain ; but in the majority of cases there is a com-
plete separation of the individual or household holdings, and thig
may have been so from the mowent of first setitlement. Very
often the arable is divided, and the waste not, either because it
is more conveniently kept as a common grazing ground,! or
because it 1s not yet wanted for the extension of eultivation,

As to the extent of land included in the ‘ village,” in many
cases the estate is of what I may call 2 normal or average
size, varying from a few hundred to a thousand or twothousand
acres ; it represenits the limit to which the original grant extended,
and to which the body of descendants have succeeded by in~

1 As I have elsewhere remarked, grazing is usual, unless, from the
absence of grazing land, stall-feeding has to be adopted, with such grazing
on fallow fields us is possible. Hay-growing isnot practised in'the plains
hence divided meadow-land is not known.
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heritance, or the limit of the settlement of the particular group

who own it, or it is the result of a distribution of a larger area

among certain brauches of a fawily. But we shall meet with
some cases where a great area (of many thousand acres) has been
oceupied by a whole clan and divided by them into certain main
divisions for each of the minor clan groups ; and itis only gradu-
ally and nltimately that separate ‘ villages * have emerged. There
are also cases in which an extensive area was originally acquired
by one family which has in the course of time multiplied info a
clan, and €o covered the whole, also without the intervention of
any proper ¢ village’ grouping at all. Here, again, time usnally
produces a fission into ¢ villages ; ' but there are instances of great
areas still held directly in numerous individual equal shaves, and
to these it is difficult to apply the term village. Taking, how-
over, the average-sized village, there is little in external appear-
ance to distinguish the joint from the radyatwars form.'  There
is, of course, the group of residences—sometimes a ceutral com-
pact group, but often several scattered hamlets.” Close to the
village is a tank or pond, hollowed out by the process of digging
the clay to make the sun-dried bricks of which the cottages are
built; there is a dry dusty space around the group of houses
where the cattle stand and where the weavers stretch and prepare
their webs. There is also the village tree or grove, and the meet-
ing-place of the villagers, sometimes with a raised platform of
masonry to sit on. And the village will have its mosque or
temple, and its cemetery, if Muhammadan. The conditions which
attract a group of permanent menials and artisans to serve the
village are the same as in the raiyatwari village.”

But with the village officers there is a difference. The pai-
wiri—whose native title we inadequately attempt to translate as

‘| Fxcept that in Bombay and Madras, the reyenue system being
different and adapted to the rasyatwiri village, there is now a method of
demarenting field or holding boundaries which is peepliar and strikes the
eye of anyone familiar with the system, telling him that he has come into
a raiyatwars distviet. Perhaps also the raiyatwari village has oftener
the central residence of the headman as i prominent feature,

¢ Tn the next chapter will be found some aceount of the village build.-
ings and the circumstances which produce compact residence-sites or the
contrary.

I Bea p. 16.
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¢accountant’ or vlllage registrar '—is, of course, to be found.

Receipts have to be given, village accounts kept, and statistics pre-
pared, as much in joint-villages as elsewhere. Bub, as Sir H, 8.

Maine has pointed out, there is no real ¢ headman.’ ' The manage-
ment of the affairs of the joint body is properly by a committee
of headsof houses, or pamchayat. Bub some one must represent
them at the Collector’s office and be their spokesman, and also be
responsible for the daties which the State may require of the
village owners. Hence, at any rate, in modern times, & headran,
whose hybrid title (Icrmba:u?w' =holder of a ‘number ") ? indicates
hig recent origin, is appoinfed ; and his office is allowed to be in
sorae degree elective, while it also tends to become hereditary
if the next heir is qualified. = As most villages are divided into
certain main sections orpatti (of this hereafter), there will be a lam~
barddar for each section.  Inthe Panjib, where the palfy are often
numerous, it hag been found necessary to have a further single
representative of the several section-headmen ; such a person is
called the ‘ald-lambarddr, ov chief headman. These officials, as I
may call them, have now certain duties under the Crimina)
Procedure Law with 1'egard to reporting and aiding in the dis-
covery of crime, and in surveillance of bad characters; they
have also certain responsibilities connected with realising the
revenue ; otherwise they have only such authority as their public
duty and their family dignity and personal character give them :
they have nothing of the formal supremacy and precedence of
the genuine old patel of the radyatwiri village. Nor have they
any holding of land in virtue of office. The panchayat, at the
present day, has indeed lost much of its ancient power; partly
owing to the partition of lands, partly owing to the facility of
reference to the district law courts. In most cases it is hardly

1 Ante, n. T,

2 The name dates from the first quarter of this century ; the *number’
refers fo the Collector’s list of village landholders with s serial number
attached to each name, showing who is directly responsible for bringing
in the revenues of each section of the village. The Mughal system of
revenue mansgement, which was in mosi cades essentially raiyatiwdri,
unless a landlord or some definite superior was dealt with, recognised
the prineipal man in the village (or more than one), witholt, however,
defining any official functions, a8 the mugaddam = the first or forward
man.




ME\T 1) 45 PR AN T R A

THE VILLAGE AND ITS FORMS IN GENERAL 25(§L
in existence at all ; but it: will still assemble in connection with s
gome social or caste dispute, 1 confess, however, that I do not
know what is meant’ by the panchayat controlling the course of
cultivation, except in the comparatively rare case of some pecu-
liarly situated colonist villages, where the associated members
preferred to determine at the beginning of each year what lands
each could and wonld cultivate.! For by far the greater number
of villages the cnltivating holdings are either partitioned (andin
one large class of villages have always been so from the first)
or are held year after year in severalty by tacit consent, and
nothing of the kind is required. Perhaps the most frequently
surviving occasion of the panchayat’s action is in connection with
the adjustment of accounts which, in some villages, still takes
place annually or after each harvest. Then the proportion in
which the revenue-dues are to fall on the different holdings may
need to be adjusted ; and in any case the headmen (lambardars)
have to recover their expenditure under the head of malba—i.e.
common expenses of the village, such as entertaining strangers,
repairing the patwart’s office, expenditure on the village mosque
or temple, charities, religious offerings, and the like. The co-
gharers may object to some items as nob properly common ex-
penditure.

One other feature deseryes to be remarked on, as it may
occur in any kind of joint-village. Tn the many cases in which
the co-sharing proprietary body are of non-agricultural caste, ox
of such a caste as regards farm-worlk, or at least handling the
plough, as degrading, or where they have established their land-
lord position over the heads of an earlier cultivating body, the
larger part of the land will necessarily be held by tenants.”
The co-sharers will only have taken into their own direct posses-
sion the several home-farms (sir) which each enjoys. Some of
these tenants, no doubt, will be in a privileged position in virtue

1 And there are also certain villagessifwated on the banks of a variable
river, where a portion of the land lisble to unforeseen changes from river
action is. never permanently allotted, but managed from year to year for
the joint henefif,

2 Mhis is quite common in the North-West Provinces. In the Panjab, on
the other hund, the villaga-owners are mos frequently also the eultivators.
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of their possibly exproprietary character or other circumstance
as defined by the Tenant Law ; in other words, some may be
‘occupancy-tenants,’ others, ‘tenants-at-will” In some cases,
especially in the Panjab, there are tenants who not only are
allowed to have occupancy ights, but they pay nothing beyond
the Government revenue on their land ; they owe this position
most frequently to their having consented in former days to
come and help the village body in cultivating enough land to
meot the heavy assessment of some rapacious Sikh Governor.
But I am not aware that in any case tenants form part of the
‘brotherhood,’ or that they can be represented as occupying a
grade in any sort of hicrarchy formed hy the ¢brotherhood.’!
The proprietors alone have a voice in the management. Tenants,
even when they are of so privileged a class as to pay no rent
beyond the Government dues, vsually pay a nominal fee-—
perhaps a load of manure annually—for their house-site; they
often cannot sell the cottage; and it is a question of local
custom whether, on leaving the village from any cause, any
tenant or artisan can sell the house-timbers. No doubt good
tenants will be under the protection of the co-gharers ; but they
have no voice in the village council, no concern with profits or
losses, nor any share in the waste, beyond a probable right by
custom of grazing their cattle there. Still less are the artisans
and menials part of the ‘ brotherhood ’ in any degree whatever :
they are always of different (usually lower) caste. Indeed, the
idea that, e.g., a body of proud Rajput co-sharers would acknow-
ledge their cultivating tenants, and  fortiori the potter, the
carpenter, or the camar, as part of their brotherhood, only in
a lower degree, is something quite grotesque.

! Ante, p. T. It is quite possible that a person may have been in
past days formally admitted as a co-shaver (khatidir), and in time gets
supposed fo be of the “founder’s kin ; ° but that is quite a different mattexr
from cotning as a tenant, however independent and however valued.

* The low-caste cobbler, who has as a perquisite the skins of cattle
dying in the village. So far from the brotherhood including snything
beyond the actual co-sharers, absconding members who have returned
and got readmitted to the village and yot have been unable to pay up the
ervears on account of which they formerly threw up their holding will
very often nof be allowed to resume their full position, but be Admitted as
a sork of tenant without voice in the management or share in the profits.
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The co-sharing body, especially if they are of one clan, or
are the joint successors to one man who founded or acquired
the village landlordship, are often desirous of excluding
strangers, as well as secuving to themselves the chance of
augmenting their own holdings. This desire gives rise to a

eustom of pre-emption, which is not inconsistent with the fact

that, in former days, the pressure of a heavy revenue-assess-
mont compelled them fo take in special tenants, or even grant
shares in the village to outsiders. Nor, of course, does the feel-
ing prevent the custom (in some localities) of admitting the
family Brahman to & share. In general, the intending vendor,
whether of his whole share or of any field or plot, must offer it
at a fair value to one of the existing co-sharers (usually in
order of blood relationship to himself), and then to the members
of the same subdivision, before selling to any outsider.'

So much may be said regarding the features of joint-villages
in general : but it is impossible to form a just idea of such
villages as they actually exist in the different districts, without
understanding the principles on which the body of proprietors
who own the whole village are united together, and on which
the real or apparent collective ownership depends. The matter
cannot be fully stated or illustrated, because some other matters
have first to be considered. But 1 haye already indicated, as
. a ground for caution in attempting a general description, that,
apart from all those roinor varieties which ave the result of what
1 may call ¢ wearand tear "—the alteration of the strict shares, and
the more or less complete partition of joint-lands—there are
several clearly-marked principles of joint-constitution. The
application of one or the other is at once indicated by the mode
of sharing the village. It is hardly necessary to add that the

There are various cusboms regarding this readmission of absentees; for,

especially in former days, shavers often found themselves unable to pay

the revenue and live on the holding; they would go awsy until better
times, and seels, perhaps twenty years later, to return.

! The custom varies locally, It is only effective if the other co-sharers
are able to buy, or are willing to redeem the mortgages which are sure to
have been made before the sale ig proposed as a final measure. Tf may
b dotabted whether the custom has done much to prevent the lands of the
less successtul passing into the hands of money-lenders or capitalists,



THE INDIAN VILLAGE COMMUNITY =

difference ot constitution implies a corresponding difference in
the mode of origin or foundation. '

The first principle of formation depends on there being a
considerable clam, of which the village is part; indeed, in these
cases, the ‘village’ is often, as I have said, a very Secondaa’y
consideration, and the co-sharing extends over the whole of a
clan-areq, or over some primary divisions of it much larger
than ordinary villages. ;

The second principle iy always connected with the normal
willage avea, and is observed in that large class of cases where the
village body is a group of descendants from an individual founder,

A third principle, which involves a variety of forms of
sharing, may be also spoken of ; and it applies to all cases
' where the clun or tribal pnnmpla does not appear, and whero
also the special features of the sharing in descent from a single
aristocratic founder are not observed, ! :

The two salient cages of dan-settlement, and of individual or
joint=familysettlement, may bealittle farther explained, something
in thig way :

I. A whole clan has conquered or occupied a suitable district.
Under the guidance of its patriarch and chiefs, the land is appor- -
tioned in the first instance in large tracts for its several main
sections, or minor clans ; these effect among themselved the final
allotment to households and gronps of households, which ultimately
form villages. More commonly, however, the appearance of a
clan~settlement is due to the fact that a single enterprising
family, having no pretensions to nobility or territorial rule, had
ongmally located itgelf on a wide area—swhich good fortune
preserved to it intact; on this the existing c]an-gmnp has
gradually grown up 131]1 it has filled the whole. At fivst there
was perhaps only a father and four sons; but now, not only do
the descendants occupy the whole territory, but they may have
split up into villages all of the same clan. 1In these cases,
gome rule of equal division, snch as we shall hereafter describe
as the BrA1icuARA method, nearly always occurs, It is quite &
distinet and characteristic method." i

| The term bhaiachdrd itself has unfortunately become® misuged in
our offices, and has got applied to other forms also; but this is a detail
which 1 cannot hero enter info.
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L. In the other principal form, the estate originated with
one man (or possibly two or three brothers), to whom the village
was granted, or who simply usurped the superior position, or
. who gained a footing as farmer of the revenue or as purchaser
in later days at an auction sale for arrears of revenue, or other-
wise established himself in the management. New villages, too,
have been constantly founded by individual enterprise, with or
without the grant of a Raja or local potentate.

Very frequently, too, ander this head come the cages, ocour-
ring more especially in the North-West Provinces, where the
village bodies are descendants of former chiefs or of Rajas, or
of scions of princely houses or adventurous chiefs who once had a
regular (or irregular) territorial rule ; but the rolership has long
passed away, and remnants of the family, represented by two score
or move of descendants, have clnng to a village here, and two or
three villages there, and have then become peasant landlords
where they once were rulers. In all this class of cases; the
principle of sharing is, or originally was, notione of ¢ democratic’
equality of right in the area obtained, but one depending on #he
< place in the table of descent from the founder or acquirer, the
different heirs each taking the ¢ legal * share that belongs to him
by the law or custom of inheritance. This is what; is called the
ParTipiki principle of sharving.' Properly speaking, each takes
his share in the land or in the proceeds, if the land is undivided,
and pays the corresponding fraction of the revenue and other
burdens.?  If the waste has remained undivided and is afterwards
partitioned, the owners will ghare it in exactly the same fractions
o have dotermined their holdings in the arable. This is the
admitted theory ; but naturally it often happens that in the
course of years the strict shaves have been forgotten or changed,
and members not really of the founder’s kin-—perhaps members
of the wives families or other ¢ helpers in time of need —may

I Seo diagram at p. 81, note.

2 In estates of this kind the joint heirs may hold undivided for a
long period. ~But the profits and purdens will be shared on the same
principle (pattidr). Trom & fenure point of view there is mot the
slightess distinetion between the joint-landlord and the geveralty-landlord
village, as long as the ancestral share principle is followed in' shuring the
profits in one case or the fields in the other,
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have been admitted toshares. Shares may also have been sold to
outsiders under stress of necessity. Accordingly, where all re-
membrance of the correct fractional shares is lost, and each now
holds simply on the basis of his de facto possession, aud pays
the share of the revenue and charges according to an acreage-
rate agreed on for the number of acres actually held, the village
is officially put into another class—it coases to be pattidari, or
¢ ancestrally shared.” It also is often the case that a part of
such a village has been divided and part not ; and the divided
part is held in modified shares, or on mere de fucto possession,
and the rest still on the strict shares. All these are what T have
called minor varieties, which must not detain us at this stage of
our inquiry. This principle (pottidari, or ancestral sharing
according to the law of joint inheritance) is simply the result
of the joint succession of all the heirs together. It is in villages
of this class that it can truly be said that the village is the group
which is held together by the land which it ocenpies ¢ in common ’
—i.e. as joint-heirs or co-shavers. Tt is also in villages of this
class, as distingnished from those first mentioned, that we hear
of a person being a ¢4 ana’ sharer—i.e. owning one-fourth of
the estate, or being a ‘2 dna 8 pai 15 kawri’ sharer.! These
terms could not properly be used of the other estates where the
ghares ave so many equal lots, or are expressed in terms indica~
ting the peculiar method on which the clan or family has ar-
ranged the valuation of its land for the purpose of equitably
distributing the revenus sud other charges; nor where the
ho!dings are merely so many acres, or 5o many ¢ plongh’ lands,
not being shares of the wnit estate area o any principle what-
ever. !
When a pattidari village is divided—and this may have

! In these cases the whole estate is treated as ‘onernpee; ' oceasionally
the whole is ‘ one bigha’ (land measure); but as the usual divisions of
the currency or the square messure would not suffice to meet the
numerons small fractions of & much mnltiplied body of co-shavers, various
artificial sub-divisions have beeninvented. If the strict ancestral principle
ia maintained, the fraction indiecates also the shave of revenue payable;
and to say that a man owns 6 ‘4 @na share’ in the village is synony-
mons with saying that he pays ‘4 dnas’ of the revenue; 9t indicates
not only that he owns one-fourth of the village, but is consequently re-
sponsible for one-fourth of the assessment.



oceurred many years or generations ago—as soon as the existing
co-sharers were numerous enough to require i, it is found that
there are major and minor divisions. Sometimes there will be
a primary division into {arf, either because one whole section
became Moslems and the rest remained Hindus, or becanse tiwo
different parties originally founded the estate together, or both
got: hold of it together, by conquest.  But more ordinarily the
first main divisions are called paiti, and these often represent
the original shares of the sons of the founder and, naturally, are
considerable in extent and limited in number.! Of course it is
only in & very fow cases of late foundation that the present
representatives of the patfti have any personal ‘memory of their
head. Inside the paiti are the next grade of divisions called
thol:, and then the tul@, (or fola). Under one or other of such
final or ¢primary ’ divisions are grouped the many subordinate
later families; but their divisions receive no new designation,
So much may be ventured in this preliminary statement, as to
gay that in all probability the general prevalence of the three
primary, or larger, divisions in descending grade is essentially
connected with the close-kindred of the first founders—repre-
senting the shares of the founder’s son (puffs), grandson (thok),
great-grandson (tald).? TIn all families, and in clans as well,

' Orin a diagram:

Ancestor
I i A ool
Patti A Paitti B Patti O Patti D
f_] (i) f.at) (%})
de. ‘Thok (») Tfmz. () Thok (o)  de. do.
(each & of 1)

de. Tﬁzl_a.'f." T Tla IIl. (each & of § of )
! | |
1.2 3 4 IS ety s
and later descendants down to the existing holders
of ultimate shares (khatadar)
? These names are local, and arve varied in different disiricts. I have
met with the following series :
Parf, thok, nagli
Patti, tholy tiuld
Patti, thok, bshri.

17
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this series forms the natural basis of the grouping of the &ﬂ:er-
coming kindred. When occurring in villages, it marks the
completion of the fivst group of close-kindred ; and as the descend-
ants from each branch multiply, they retain their own close-
kindred connection subordinate to one or other of the ¢ primary *
groups. It may often be observed that long after the primary
partition has been carried out, some of the subordinate groups

~remain ¢ joint * among themselves. The different sections ofth e
estate may elso have different customs of sharing : one may have
lost knowledge of the proper shares, and adhered to de ﬁwto
holdings and so on.

Exactly the same primary divisions may be observed in clan
or tribal settlements, and in those areas held on the blaidehdard
principle, where a commencement was made with a single family
which (in the first instance) could only divide on this prin-
ciple. But here the areas for each branch were caleulated, not

‘a8 equal fourths, or other fructions, of the unit area, but in some
other way. And when there is the clan feeling in operation, it
may bappen that, subsequent to these primary divisions, no
further attention is paid to precise shaves, but all get, as far as
possible, equal lots, according to the number and requirements
of each family—as long as the area available admits of such a
plan. In rarer cases we shall find an entire clan (e.q. on the
Panjab frontier) following the ancesfral fractions taroughout—
in fact, carrying the pattidari principle through the whole body ;
whereas in most cases it is only found in the limited group of
descendants of a single founder in a village. Within either of
these two great classes of joint-village-—these groups illustrating
each a different principle of formation——there may be several

minor varieties, ag I have already indicated. '

111. Where the village is not tribal, and also not pattzdr,m,
there may be several modes of sharing the land, the detail of
which had better be reserved until a later stage; but one of
them may perhaps be mentioned here—namely, when the village
is formed by a voluntarily associated body of colonists, who

gree to be ‘joint’ as regards their liability to the ruler, or for
the general purposes of 4id and def‘enca, and who may also hold
the land on varions plans. One is a kind of joint-stock cultiva-
tion, in certain known shares, each shaver taking for the year
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only, a certam avea of land to cultwate or the produce of the
i whcie might be divided according to the bhares Another method
. of association will be described, in which the holdings were
made out from the first and were distributed by lot. I will
only add that villages originally raiyatwari, and which did not |
happen to have fallen under any superior family, may in modern

times become ¢ joint-villages ! by the action of the Land-Revenue i

system ; and so joint-villages may be artificially created.

This general sketch will suffice to call attention to the real
distinctions that may exist under the gemeral denomination of
“joint-village.” Tt is right, also, to remember that these different
JKinds, with their minor varieties, in the Upper dndian Provinces,
have long acquired an additional appearance of uniformity by
reason of the application to them all of a system of revenue
management which, varying much in detail, is essentially the same
in all the provinces, and hy reason of the uniformity of the
nomenclature applied in the official records and returns.

But before closing this chapter of preliminary statements, it
will be well to explain how it comes about that the primary
distingtion insisted on hetween the two diverse types of village
—~the ratyatwir: and the joint-village—has not hitherto been
more fully recognised, or, if recognised, has not bheen allowed
due prominence.

Ip the fivst place, most of the extant accounts or notices of
villages in histories and memoirs are based upon the earlier
published Minutes of various administrators which obtained
celebrity, and have thus got copied from hook to hook. = Now,
in the first instance, these original documents were written solely
from the administrative point of view, and to justify or recom-
mend a certain practical course of present action ; and it is often
forgotten that our earlier Indian worthies were great masters of
administration, but this did not necessarily imply that they had
a special knowledge of historical details or an aptitude for land=
tenure investigations. They had not either the means or the
time to examine village-tenures from the point of view of the
student of ancient institutions or of the historical economist.
Moreover, each was usunally closely connected with some one
part of India, and his remarks properly apply to that part only.
Locomotion wag not then as easy as it is now, and public officers

D
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had mnot either the opportunity or the need ’00 pass frequently

from one provivee to another. Elphinstone, for example, was
able to give us a good picture of the regyatwdiri village of the
Dakhan, bub he was not familiar with the details of the northern |
village ; on the other hand, Holt Mackenzie (and after him

Thomason) knew well the village of the North-West Provinces,
but evidently had not studied those of the South or of Central
India, Indeed,in Holt Mackenzie's time, the Central Provincss
were not yet annexed, and the Dalkhan was only beginning to
be settled provisionally.

Various later writers, especially those not practically ac-
quainted with land-tenures, have endeavoured to combine
together the different accounts of village-tenure which they
found on record ; and, secing that each of the existing authorities

spoke of one kind of village— that which was characteristic of

the province under his care or observation——they naturally
supposed that there was one kind only, and that they might
regard the different features described, as all helonging to
varvieties of one species. Thus in the elaborate treatise on the
L Reloting to the Land Tenures of Lower Bengal, forming the
Tagore Lectures for 1874-5,' the author, living in Bengal Proper,
where the village system (originally raiyatwdri) had fallen into
decay under the influence of the Zamindar landlords, and
haying no dirvect experience of villages, collected with exemplary
diligence all sorts of materials, and combined them into one
picture of ‘the village’; with the result of presenting in his
pages a form of < community’ which does not, and never did,
exist.

But some still later writers, having perceived that the
ratyetwart village, as now existing, is obviously different from
the joint-village, have attempted to argue that it is a form

' Caleattn, 1876 1 Thacker and Spink. 'Another example; one easier
to vefer to, is in Elphinstone's History of India (Cowell's 6th ed) At
p. 69-70 is an excellent account of the reiyatwdri village which the
author knew directly, and at p. 71 he has added a general account of the
northern joint-village, which, thongh unfortunately wrong in some minor
points, yet clearly explains the essential features of the eo-sharing land-
lovd class.  But the editor's notes in Appendix V., especially those marked
B, F, and Ga, ave likely to . %aleu.d chiefly thruugh aixing up totally
(Tlstmct 11'.|1l‘rﬂu'= A I-? i
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- which has resulted from a natural ¢ evolution’ of common owner- |
ship into severalty ; and they set; forth the stages of this process
in a manner which, plausible as it at first appears, does violence
_to many unquestionable facts. They have also found a cause
for the supposed change, in the wars and intestine commotions
and tyrannical oppressions which they assume to have broken
up the ¢ communities,’ and converted the villages into miscel-
laneous groups of now independent landholders, only loosely
held together by the circumstance of local aggregation snd by
the authority of the headman! At this early stage of onr
inquiry it would be inconvenient to go into details about the
progress of ideas of ownership or the fallacy of the evolution
argument, but it may be stated that, if such a view were correct,
and that all villages began by being held absolutely in common,
and gradually became meve and more divided, ill at last modern
individual ownership was perfected, the ruiyatwanr villages must
all be much later in date than the joint: whereas the evidence
is all the other way,® and some relics of very eavly Dravidian
villages, e.g., show no sign of any common holding ; moreover,
the raiyatwari yillage gives no indieation of being a decayed or
altered form of anything : the position of the headman and the
land-allotments held by the village chiefe—both of them foreign
to the joint-village—are ancient and original features. It is
perfectly true that there are in the South, and in Bombay, traces
of what weve apparently once jointly-held villages which have
decayed ; but an examination of these cases, which we shall
afterwards make, will show that they weve local and special
tenures due to exceptional causes:; and that in the Dakhan
ancient local lordships had probably been established which
passed away, and, the shares of the overlord-families having lost
their owners, the villages reverted to what was in fact their
oviginal raiyatwdiri constitution. But when it is attempted to
be argued that the Maratha and Mughal wars, and the oppressive

' Both these views will be found in M. J. D, Mayne's valuable and
compact treatise on Hindw Law and Usage, which, when T left India, had
reached a fourth edition. See p. 219 of this edition.

* We shall see hereafter, for instance, that the ratyatwdn: was the
form known to the author of the Lay Sageanr, and that it existed in
the ancient kingdoms of Oudh undgiiiio & W i Pl
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government of the former, caused the wholesale conversion of
the villages in the West and South, it may well be asked how it
was that similar wars, and the repeated invasions that ocenrred,
did not change them wholesale in the North? For it is
notorionsly the fact that the North was just as much the scene
of wars, invasions, and turmoils, as (lentral and Southern India—
indeed, as regards Madras, more so ; for the Southern Presidency
was never really subdued by the Muhammadan conquest, any
more than it was reached by the original Aryan invasion ; and,
though there were local invasions and cruel oppressions, there
were gtill parts whero no great changes could have oceurred.
Yot raiyatwari villages arve there universal in all the districts
alike. The joint-village cormamunity, we bave often been told,
is peculiarly strong, and able to withstand the shock of armies
‘and the fall of empires; how was it, then, that it survived all
over the conntry north of the Vindhyas, and generally suceumbed
in the east, west, centre, and south ?

I do not, of course, doubt that it is quite possible for a
shared-village to fall into poverty and ultimately to present &
sevies of repeatedly alienated and now miscellaneously owned
fields, the cultivators of which have lost all senge of union ; buf
such a possibility does not account for the wholesale change, over
wide areas, of the strongest form of village into another form ;
nor does it explain how the supposed decayed form comes to be
wniformly endowed with special marks and features which we
are able to trace back to very early times.

On the other hand, it will be observed, it would be quite
easy for raiyatwari villages to be changed into joint-villages, as
doubtless they were in many northern districts, by the simple
fact of conquest and the consequent establishment of overlord-
families who formed a new stratum of superior co-sharing owners,
and so constituted the village community, the older cultivators

1 And where joint-villages appear they'are exceptional and are assigned
to special causes and origins. Tn any case it is remarkable, on the view |
arn combating, that the ‘Jaghire teryitory’ (Chingleput distriet) of Madras
happens to be a district more eruelly ravaged and desolated under special
attacks, than almost any other part of the Presidency; yet this is the
wvery part of Madras where the (exceptional) joint or mirdsi villages were
best preserved in evidenco !
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sinking into the position of tenants. This may happen, and
certainly has happened, not only in individual cases, but over
whole districts at once, as actual examples in the sequel will show. |

‘We must now proceed to that detailed consideration of
village tenures which will justify what has here been asserted i
a preliminary way; and I will only add to this already lengthy
prefatory note that, in order to understand the real history of
villages, we ought to take into account all the factors of the
cnge.  We must first note the physical and geographical con-
ditions of India, both as regards the bearing they have on the
natural inclination of afl tribes and races who have found a
home in India to form village groups ; and as vegards the bear-
ing they had on the spread of the Aryan and other Northern
tribes, who had so much to do with shaping Indian ideas and
customs of land-holding.

We must, then, gather together what evidence we bave

vegarding the early non-Aryan races of India and their land
‘oustoms ; and also proceed to notice the effects of Aryaninfluence
on these, the real establishers of agricultural land-holding in
India. ,
Having thus disposed of the geographical, climatic, and
ethnic antecedents to the formation of village groups, we shall
be in a position to appreciate various local illustrations of the
actual growth and condition of villages in different parts of
Tndia, as these appear {rom the really authentic sources-—the
Settlement Reports of districts, and other similar manuals written
expressly on the subject and on the spot. These will make ifi
plain how villages arise out of tribal conditions of society, as
well as out of éndividual effort, Tinally, we shall be in a position
to consider what ¢ collective ownership’ or ¢ holding in common ’
veally means when applied to the class of village which we call
¢joint,” and how ideas of ownership in land seem really to haye
grown up in India,



CHAPTER II

TR GROGRAPAICAL AND PHYSICAL FEATURES O INDI4
AS AFPECTING THE MOVEMENT OF @ AGRICULTURAL
PRIBES AND THEIR FORMS OF LAND-HOLDING

Ir would not be fair to criticise too closely the meaning of
phrases frequently met with in books on India which seer to
indicate a belief that the villages are chiefly, if not solely, trace-
able to ‘Hindu’ (Aryan) influences, or which assign to the
Aryan element an almost absolute predominance in the popula-
tion of India. But it will be allowable to point out that the
non-Arvan races have of late years been more carefully studied,
and their importance as affecting the origin of many existing
castes and tribes is now generally recognised. And certainly
the vesult of such further study has been to establish the fact
that the non-Aryan races had a good deal to do with building
up the existing village land-customs. Hence it is that whatever
concerns the movements and the permanent location of these
races, and whatever hag in after times influenced the moyements
of Aryan and other invaders, has its interest and importance in
otir inquiry. And there are certain geographical features of
TIndia, more especially connected with its mountain vanges, which
have had an obvious effect on the movements of ab least some of
the tribes—facilitating those movements in one direction, and
restraining, if not altogether stopping, them in another. In
the third chapter I have endeavoured to give a brief sketch of
the population-—past and present—of the Indian provinces, as far
as it is connected with agricultural life, because the names of
the different tribes and people must occur again and again in
the course of our narrative, and it is desirable that something
should be said in explanation of those, in some cases unfamiliar,
names. This second chapter is, in fact, the natural if not neces-
sary preliminary to the third.
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There is also another matter which comes under the head of
physical features and their influence. It is impossible to doubt
. that while social customs, and often purely nataral liens of
kinship, have been the main factors in determining to what
| uxtent sections of tribes and clans, as well as closer degrees of
kindred, continue to keep up their connectior or effect a certain
fission and separation into groups, the * village,” regarded as au
aggregate of land-holdings, was suggested, not to say necessi-
tated, by the physical features of country and climate ; indeed,
thig is sometimes shown by the absence of villages and the sub-
stitution of isolated homesteads or small hamlets in certain
. localities. Lastly, the opportunity of a genersl chapter on the
physical factors of onr problem may be taken, to explain certain
forms of agricultare or modes of cultivation which indicate the
'stages by which permanent land-holding may be gradually
introduced.
SeorioN L-—~GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES
(1) The Northern amd Western Hill Eanges
If we look at a map of India,' it will be obvious that all
invasions of tribes by land must have been frotn either the north-
east or north-west end of the Himalayan chain. Any congider-
able migrations across the central ranges are as little probable
as they are without any traditional or historical suggestion. It
we ook first to the north-east corner as a convenient starting-
point, it will be observed that there is nothing %o prevent tribes
from the north-east coming to the Brahmaputra Valley, to the
central and southern hills of Assam, and to Eastern Bengal.
generally. ' How much farther such tribes would advance into
Central Bengal would depend on whether they were met by
othet people whose presence sufficed fo check their progress.
" As a matter of fact, the tribes from this quarter, which belong
to a distinctive group, did not affect the population far mto
Bengal Proper, as we shall afterwards sce. But many of them
found a congenial home in the outer slopes and valleys of the

1 Throughout this section it is necessary to assume that the roader
will have & fairly good map of India before him, showing the chief rivers,
mountaing, and provinees. 1t is impessible that the remarks made can
be intelligible without such an aid.
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Himalayan Mountains; and it is curious to observe that these
outer distriets of the hill country, a8 well as the twrii or malarious
Jungle country below if, became peopled, albeit scantily, by
early Mongoloid races. The descendants of these emly settlers,
some unchanged in race and much degraded, others improyed
hy more or legs admixture with other tribes, are found in con-
siderable nombers throughout the whole of the outer ranges
almost up to the river Indus itself.

But beyond the possibility of Mongoloid tribes entering
India from the upper north-east end, theve is little at present to
call ur further sttention to this quarter. The chief interest
| liés in the geographical features of the northewest Hiralayan
frontier, of the Indus Valley, and of those of the broad but low
ranges of mountains which divide Upper India from the Dalkhan.
The whole question of the facilities which existed for the advance
of the Avyan invasion is connected with the north-west Hima-
layan passes and those more westerly rontes through the hills
beyond the Indus Valley. The Vindhyan Hills, on the other
hand, afford an explanation as to why limits were set, ag they
were, to any Aryan advance en masse to the south, and why
Southern India remained isolated and only accessible to later -
Aryan influence in a totally different, anner, The Vindhyan
Ranges, too, are interesting by reason of the curious sort of ¢ re-
fuge-ground,” if 1 may use the phrase, which they afforded to
some of the earliest tribes which occupied Indian soil, and whose
institations can still be clearly traced in the plateau country
formed by the eastern terminal ramificutions of the monntains.

But first as regards the northern and western passes into
India. 1If we glance along the great line of Himalayan Moun-
tains as far as a point about due north of where Peshawar is
marked on the map,' we shall notice that while one chief line of
northern barrier mountains goes on more or less directly to the
west, and beavs the local names of the ¢ Hindi-Kish’ and ¢ Safed-
koh," another series, roughly parallel to it, forms a southern
or outer Himalaya, including the Pir Pinjal, which bounds
Kashmir, and further east the Dhauladhar, &. At the westem

! In the Parlinmentary Stutement of the Moral and Mudterial Pro-

gress of India, 1888, will be found an excellent map of the mouniain
systems of India, and another of the rivers.



“end this southern range branches off and twms southward, form-
ing a western frontier for India and skirting the Paujab and
Sindh.  Of this western hill-barrier there are two main lines or

| ranges ; the outer one, next the river Indus, is lower in general
elevation and terminates sooner; the inner one, or Sulaiman

Range, continnes, though with diminishing height and under
other names, almost as far south as the delta of the Induos.

Both the northern mountain ranges (at the north-west
corner) and the western (Sulaiman) barrier ave traversed by
several pusses. And these passes, speaking generally, are in a
double series: fivet crossing the highest, or farther rampart, and
then ecrossing a socond or plainward line of anonntan erests
before reaching the level country of the Panjab or Sindh respec-
tively. & i

Naturally, clans with their leaders, or conguering prinees
with their armies, coming from the more northern or north-
western regions, would enter the Himalayan group of hills by
the north-west passes about Kabul. It is also quite possible
for hardy northern races to have remained a long time among
the valleys and slopes of the wmountainous region about the
Upper Indus and its affluents, lying, ronghly speaking, between
the northern high-line of the Himalaya (vepresented by the
Hinda-Kiish and its continuation east and west) and the ouler
line of the same gronp. Once across the northern main ram=
parts, it would be possible to extend a settlement into the
intramontane valley of Kashmir and the neighbouring valleys
. of Chamba, &c., as far east as Kangra. Whether or not the
tribes made such a settlement in the Hill Country, it would still
be necessary to cross the remaining ranges in order to emerge
on to the plains in the vicinity of Peshawar, or of the Jihlam
River, as did Alexander.

Tn the case of tribes coming from the north-west and follow-
ing this general voute towards the plain eountry, it would be
possible either (1) to go south aleng the Indus Valley, which
presenits an open country, all the way to the sea ; or (2) to gpread
over the outer hills and also the level plains of the Panjab. Once
having reached those plains, the fribes and their followers could
advance eastward with no other difficulty than that of crossing
various rivers, to the Ganges plain or valley, and to the rich
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tracts of Oudh and Bihir. Ultimately Bengal Proper and the
Ganges mouths could be reached without any serious physical
obstacle. Supposing, again, that other tribes chose the Indus
Valley route, or perhiaps entered India lower down-—i.e, more
towards due west—these would naturally oceupy Sindh or would
proceed to the Southern Panjab. It it was in their mind to 20
still further south, their line of progress would be by Kagch to
Western India, as we shall presently see.

(2) The Vindhyan Berrier

Across the middle of India, just where the continent beging
to taper to its friangular form, and south of the Chambal, the
Jumna and the Ganges rivers, there is a broad but rather low
series of hill ranges, which forms, as a whole, a econtinuons
barrier almost from west to east. At either extreme end the
barrier can be rounded ; but the whole central portion hag, as a
mstter of fact, for many centuries afforded a practical line of
demarcation between ¢ Northern India’ (the basins of the Indus
and the Ganges), and the Dakhan and Southern India. This
barrier does mot strike the eye so much till its entire features
are taken in. There are, in fact, a whole sevies of variously
natned ranges, which it may be permitted to generalise under
the collective name of ¢ Vindhya,’

If we consider the main lines of greatest elevation, we shall
here also observe two general ‘ramparts.” The great valley of
the Narbadii (or Narmadi) river forms a convenient line tfo
guide the eye.! Along the north of this, there is one confinu-
ous and comparatively high line of hills—the Vindhya proper--
which continues far eastward in the Kaimur Hills, At the
western extremity—at some considerable distance from the
coast—this range turns somewhat suddenly northward, forming
the line of the Mahi and Arivali Hills; it thus encloses a partly
barren, partly fertile, table land of which the rich platean of

! These features are especially obvious in the ontling map of the hill :
systems in the Stabistical Atlag, 1885, prepaved by the Government of
India for the India and Coloniul Exhibition, and sold by Messrs, Fyro
& Spottiswoode; and better still by the beautiful map of the Hill
Ranges printed with the Parlinmentary (periodical) Statements on The
Moral and Material Progress of India.



Malwa, is the most noticeable feature. Bub it leaves the whole
country west of Malwa to Kacch, Kathiawar and the coast, open
to the north; the desert country being the only obstacle.

On the south side of the Narhadi, comes the second * ram-
part,’ marked by the great range of Satpura Hills, the Maikal,
Mahadeo, Melghat, and other ranges. This southern line unites,
at its western extremity, with the line of ‘Ghat’ or Sahiyadri
Mountains that extends southward along the western shores of
India at a limited but somewhat variable distance from the sea
coast, Below the junction is an opening into the Tapti Valley
which would give access to Berar, and thence without difficulty
to the plain of Nagpur, in the region of the modern ‘Central
Provinces.’

But on passing the second or southern high line of the
Vindhyan group, the country does not subside to a dead level,
as Northern India does when the last of the Himalayan outworks
are passed. Fov this reason the Vindhyan group, as a whole,
does not stend out sharply and separvately on the relief map;
the whole of the country inland of the Ghats and soufh of the
Vindhyas forms the somewhat elevated but varied table-land of
the ¢ Dakhan.’! This table-land is brought up on the east as
well as on the west side, by a range of hills along the sea-coasf,
The range called Sahiyadri or Western © Ghib,’ already men-
tioned, is higher and more continuous and in general much
nearer to the sea-coast than the so-called ¢Coromandel’ Ghit
skirting irregularly the eastern side of the Madras Presidency.

The general result of such a conformation is, that the whole
of Upper Western India is also open to an advance of tribes
from the Indus Valley or by the lower passages of the Western
Suldimin frontier.  The route is across the open desert of
Kagech and on to Gujarat.? Ouce in this position, it would be
a matter of no great difficulty either to turn eastward and domi-

! The dialectic form of ¢ Dakshinga,’ or ‘southern ' country, variously
written in books ns the ¢ Dekhan,' * Deccan,’ &e.

2 In early times there was, in all probability, a different conformation
of the country, and the river Indus had its mouth in the Bay of
Cambay. But this does not affect the use of the ronte spoken of. (See an
inferesting paper on Gujarit by Mr. A. Rogers in Asiatic Quarterly
Review for April 1896, p. 880,
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nate the Narbadi Valley, or, by the Tapti. to reach’ Berdr, the
Gondwina conntry, and the western plains of the Cenfral Pro-
vinces.  South and east, Lowever, of the Nagpur Plain the
country again becomes hilly and inhospitable, so the further
advance will not be likely, '

On the other hand, tribes reaching India by the north-west
passes, emerging on the Panjab and proceeding in an easterly
direction towards the Jamna and Ganges Rivers, would find, as
I have already e\p]mned the Panjab and the Ganges Plain as
far as Assam open.! But should such settlers have tried to ex-
tend southwards in anything like large bodies, across the wide
series of Vindhyan Hills, they wonld be checked by interminable
forests and hills. It is not until later fimes (apparently
about the eighth century) when the country south-west of the
Chambal River, Bundelkhand, &e., had been ocenpied from the
Ganges Plain, that the Milwa Plateau was reached, and thence
northern chiefs led their armies through the Mahi Hills into
Gujarit and through the Vindhyan passes to the Central Pro-
vinces,

Thiis, while the Vindhyan barrier generally restrained the
Aryan advance to the south, it did not affect the western ex-
tremity of the continent; and in Upper Western India we
have consequently to take accomnt of a double series of Aryan
movements.  First, in remote times, Avyan tribes came withont
hindrance from the Indus Valley ; next came Taranian or Seythie
tribes: and then, in much later times, Hindu Rajputs from
Malwi or Bundelkhand and Rajputana.

All later movements were facilitated by certain passes in the
Vindhyan lines themselves. There are two principal openings
through the higher ¢ rampart. One, at the eastern end gives
access to the wpper Narbada Valley (Jabalpur and Mandl).  The
other, at the western end, not only gives access to the lower
Narbada Valley owing to openings, by Mhau and Indor, in the
northern range, but also, by an isolated and somewhat wide
opening in the southern Satpurd range, to the Dakhan itself.
This latter opening is commanded by a fino scarped and table-
! Indeed, when once Bengal was oceupied and the mouths of the

Ganges were reached, adventurous parties could, and did, go by sea to
Arvakan, Java, and Ceylon (Lanki).
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toI:ped hill, called’ Aslrgarh, crowned with ‘a4 once extensive
fort. It is not surprising that this place has again and sgain
been the object of atback by northern avmies seeking to reach
the Dakhan from Delhi and Agra. It was taken by storm, on
the last occasion, in the Maratha war (1819). The Mughal
Eniperors in their endeavours to  couquer the southern kingdoms
by an advance from Ajmer and Agra had always to take account
of this pass.

The passage at the eastern end is thai: now made use of by

the vailway from Allahabad to Jabalpur.? Indeed, the existence
of the railway and other modern roads rather blinds‘ the tourist
of to-day to the real character of the Vindhyan Will country as it
must have been in old times. ‘Not many years ago,” writes
Mr. (Sir C.) Grant, * the passes which would now scavcely excite
notice but for the boldness of their scenery were looked forward
to days beforehand with dread by cartmen, and most of the
carriage of the country was effected by pack-bullocks, The
valloys were sufficiently smooth and easy in fair weather, but a
few hours’ rain wounld convert the track through them into a
trough of deep black compost, in which every step was a labour
to the most lightly laden animal.®

It may be worth while, in conclusion, to notice how the
actual condition of the ¢ Central Provinces ’ (immediately beyond

' Bee Imperial Gazetteer, (2nd ed.), 1. 888, A good view of the
fort ig obtained by travellers on the Great Indian Peninsular Railway
from Bombay to Allahibad,

* T venture to think that Lassen (i 112, 9nd ed.) attaches too high
importance to this east-end route when he calls it the *Hauptyerbin-
dungsstrasse ’ (¢ chief line of communication) Between Hindustin und the
Dakhan,” It never served fo do more, in early times, than enable an
Axyan, or more probably semi-Aryan, royal family to establish a Iocal lord-
ship in' the Upper Narbada Valley (Jabalpur and Garha-Mandla), It
seems algo to have led only @nto the valloy, and not given aeccess further
south; at any rate, the Haihaya kings whose dominion was early estab-
lished in this region only extended their sway to the districts of Chaftis-
garh (Raipur and Bilispur) in the immediate vieinity. All history
shows that, apart from the aecess to Western Indin by the Indus Valley
route, it was fhe passes at the weslern end that can be correctly de.
seribed by Lassen's phrase as giving access from Hindustin (z.e. Upper
India).

¥ Central Provinces Gazetteer, Intraduction, p. xx,
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T the dehysm hariier ) shows the effects of the qeographml
featnres 1 have sketched. The northern or Narbada Valley dis-
tricts contain most of the Aryan or northern element, as might
be expected ; not only because they are neavest the north but
because the valley was from the earliest times more or less open
to approach by the western (Indus Valley) route. Here it was
that one of the most ancient of the Aryan or quasi-Aryan
(Réjput) rulership was established in the well-known dynasty
of the Haihaya, whose first capital was at Maheswar.! After the
progress of the Hindn Aryan tribes in Réjputina and Bundel-
khand and Malwa, no doubt there would be more and more
intercourse with the Narbada districts and Gujarat. But in
reality it is known that the chief influx of Hindi-speaking
people from the north of India only occurred within the last
‘threa centuries (since the reign of Akbar)? = And the establish-
ment of Hindus with their Brahman priests has resulted in the
gradual absorption of many of the earlier races. But ‘ below the
(bt the country is more Dravidian, including a Marithi ele-
ment from the west, and a Telugu and Uriya éne from the east
and gouth.*
Another point deserves mention in connection with thege
Vindhyan ranges. =~ Not only have the western and central
Chills served as safe retreats for the velics of tribes like the

! Maheswar i8 now in the Indor State. Cf Central Provinees Ga-
setteer, Introduction, p. exxvi, ‘It [the Narbadd country] was ruled by
chiefs called ad usual’ Rijput, but these seem to have been days in which
Rigjputs ‘had not been thoroughly assimilated with the Hindu caste
gystemn ' [which, Imay add, wes hardly then in existence] ; “and it is quite
coneeivable that they may have reigned as a semi-foreign tribe divectly:
over the nhorigines without the intervention of any class of Hindus,'

= Central Provinces Gazetteer, Introduction, p. xv.  The gradual ab-
sorption of the population within the ranks of Hindnism was, as we shall
afterwards see, begun very early by Brahman hermits. Hills and woods
which eornpletely stayed theswaves of tribal emigration or the advanes of
largo armies proved mo obstacle to wandering hermits and those who
Aoy rht the merits of aseetic life in the forest,

30 As o mabter of fact (Census of India, thu.mentmy Blue Book, 1891,
p. 166), the Hindi-speaking population is now 80 per cent. ; the original
Drayidian-Gond element still a little over 9 per cent., whilé the Maritha
element from the west represents 19:6 per cent., and thc Uriya from the
oast, G35 per cent.



Koli, therBhII the Marla, and Kurkn who have not been assimi-
 lated with the general ¢ Hindu’ population, but the edstern ex-
tremity (South-western Bengal and Orissa) has its special foatures.
Here there is an extensive plateau-land in the provmce of
Chutiya-Nagpur (corrupted into Chota-Nagpur) and the adjoining
¢ Hill States.” In this we find the refuge-ground of interesting
races.  For the country is at once fertile within and inaccessible
from without.! Accordingly we find examples of the so-called
Kolarian tribal land-customs, as preserved by the Suntdl, Ho,
Munda, &e., as well as the Uriofl and other admittedly Dravidian
tribes. It was mainly owing to the local features of this region
that these tribes were able to establish a permanent home, and
to find land to cultivate, while they retained their own peculiny
cugtoms, safe from external attack. Hill ranges have often
served as the refuge for ancient tribes; but they afforded no
facilities for the permanent location of agrienltural villages. On
the contrary, they often directly invited a nomadic life and
subsistence by the chase ; and where cultivation was adopted as
@ necessity, it was carried on by a method of temporary clearing
to be described presently. Tribes placed in these situations
have ended by vemaining, or perhaps becoming, quite nomadic
and uncivilised, or else by de%end ing into the plaing, and more or
less comp]el:a‘y losing their individuality in the wiass of low-caste
Hindu agriculturists or farm-labourers. The districts of Chutiyi-
Niagpur, on the other hand, though shut in by the hills, contain
g0 much cultnrable land, that tribes finding a secure home within
their precincts were able to establish permanent cultivation, and
g0 to develop their najural tendencies towards this form or that
of village organisation. Thus we can observe in the plateau
lands, relics of early agricultural customs which we should seel
in vain in the forest-clad hills of the other Vindhyan ranges, and
these, under the circumstances, we may believe to be really

' ‘M'he central table-land on which the tribes rallied is admirably
adapted for defence. The approaches to it ave from the north, north-
west, east and south, and are exceedingly precipitous, the paths winding
up defiles which a handful of resolute men conld hold against hosts of
invaders.'  (Dalton’s Bthnography of Bengal, Calentta, 1872, pp. 150-235),
See also an interesting article on * Chota-Nigpur: its People and Re-
sources’ in the Asiatie Quarterly Revtew for April 1887,
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anctent since there was no external mﬂuence (at; least till quite
recent tnneb) to destroy them.

It is not, of conrse, claimed that geographical features ex~
plain everything ; hill ranges which have proved barriers to the
Aryan advance may not have always been aqua.lly impervious o
other tribes. coming, perhaps, from other quarters and moving
very graduslly, in small sections and under wholly different eon-
ditions. But the features above described had a very clear con-
nection with the facts of the Aryan advance, the oceupation of
the TIndug Valley, the early Aryan connection with Upper
Western India by that route, and the snbjugation of the Ganges
Valley or Plain, as well ag with the fact that no extensive Aryan
movement south of the Vindhyas tiook place.

We cannob, however, derive any definite information from
such features when we try to account for the first origin of the
ancient Dravidian races ; and how it is that we find people with
more or lesy distinetively Dravidian elements in their language
nt once north and south of the Vindhyas, on the border of
Biluchistin, and throughout the Madras territory.!

Suotioy TL—Prysroan avp CraMatTic PEATURES 'BEARING ON
TaE FoRMS of AGRIOCULTURAL SETTLEMENT

(1) General Remurks
The great diversity in abundance of rainfall and general
moisture which now exists must at all times have been expeni-
enced in different parts of India, and the striking differences in
soil, climate, and vegetation which follow from these differences
will naturally have had a great deal to do with the permanent
location of gronps of settlers and fheir customs of land-holding.

1 The question whence the Drayidian races came is 8o purely a matter
of speculation that it would be altogether foreign to my purpose totoueh
on the subject. It may only be suggested that if they ever came from
the west, following the indication afforded by Dravidian elements in
Biluchistin, they would naturally have taken the Indus Valley route and
gone first to Western India and Southern Indin, where they would have
multiplied and remained comparatively pure and unmixed; while those
of the races who gradually extended to Upper Indin, would be largely
influenced by the strean of Kolavian and Tibeto-Burman races from the
north-east, to say nothing of other possible northern tribes.
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. Such climatic variations are accompanied by diffevences in the
erops which it 18 possible to raise, and in the sort of treatment
necessary to the proper ntilisation of the soil. Different tribes
may also prefer different climates; and if they happen to have
markedly diverse cnstoms we may find peculiar fenures in cne
place which do not ocear in another. It has been observed in the
Panjab that the location of Muhammadan village-communities
usually follows the river lowlands, where cultivation is less
tronblesome, and a crop more secure, thongh the climate is' less
healthy. The Jats and hardier agricultural races, on the other
hand, follow the higher lands, where the soil is good but the
labour of raising a full crop is more considerable ; the climate,
however, is drier and much healthier. The customs of these
villages are not, in fact, markedly different, Yet, if there had
chanced to be some striking contrast, we should have had the
spectacle of customs changing with the contour lines of the map.
1 cannot help thinking that it is the peculiarity of Indian climatic
conditions that has prevented the early agricultural tribes from
following certain methods of co-aration and other customs which
seem to be always found among the early Celtic and Teutonic
tribes of Europe.

In Wales, for axample, in a moist and cool elimate, the ground
is covered with short grass suitable at all times more or less
for tribal grazing—and this we know to have been the principal
resource ; the tribes were more pastoral and predatory than agri-
cultural,  What land they actnally wanted for the yield of
bread-corn, they could easily reclaim every year by simply
plonghing it up. [Fvery fribesman had catble which he brought
to the work; strips representing o day’s ploughing—or some
similar area—-were arranged ; and the harvest was divided with
reference to the number of strips which fell to each tribesman’s
share, The harvest over, the shorti grass and herbage would
again' take possession of the fields, and if the tribe moved its
home, or required new plonghlands, nothing would be easier
than to settle on a new site for the purpose.

Anything of the kind would be impossible under any of
the ordinary climatic conditions of Indian provinces. Hence
we never hear of fribal co-aration. Small holdings may be
worked by people each of whom has only one bullock, so that

E
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they mist combine forces. And in some places local customs
will be foind of gathering together a number of ploughs to
treat a large area, and giving a feast to all the helpers.! But
that is nob co-aration such as we see in ancient Europe.  We
have also instances of jointly-worked village-colonies, where no
permanent allotment of the fields was made, apparently for a long
period ; the village heads determined each year what land each
co shaver should take in hand ; but that again is not co-aration.

The fact 18 that no system of the kind would in most cases
work. In all the numerous places where dense forest has to be
contended with, the fields, once laboriously cleaved, must be kept
clear, or the work would be undone in a few weeks or months ;?

\ E.g. the atari custom in the Akola district of Berar (Gazetteer,
p. 64). il

2 Tt may ba not quite useless to explain to English readers that the
work of clearing land and keeping it safe from the encroachment of the
jungle is in many parts of India a task quite beyond the experiences of
Favopean agricnliure, The following passage, relating to the eloaring of
jungle country in the remotest parts of the Central Provinges (Guratisor,
Initroduction, p. xxi), gives a graphic sketech of the ancient diffienl-
tios of ¢ first clearing.’  Of course the nature of the difficulty vavies from
district to district ; in one place the contention is only with a hard soil,
for which irrigation has to be laboriously provided ; in another, it is with
rank deeply-rooted grass of the Sacoharum and other species, which
gprings again if a vestige of root be laft, and soon chokes the ground with
graat bufts of leaves and tall lower-stalks twelve feet high; in another,
it 18 deep-rooted jungle of Prosopis swnd other dry spevies. Wherever
there is ‘semi-tropical’ forest and undergrowth, as in the eountry
deseribed, the labour, ag well ag the risk of faver, is great. The writer of
the extract which follows speaks of the life of a settler, even in moden
titiies, being ¢ a constant hattle against tigers and malaria,” ¢ At present,’
he says, ¢ it is almost incredible how quickly the ground which the hand
of man has patiently gained, inch by ineb, 18 swallowed up again by the
jungle, when the pressure of regular oceupation is for a moment inber-
mitted, Siv'W. Bleetnan, writing in 1826, records how a few days’ ill-judged
zeal on the part of a mere underling threw a flourishing fract of country
ont of enltivation for years. « . . There had been a bad season, and yet the
collection of the revenue had been pressed on, in one of the wilder
subdivisions of the Navsinghpur district, without allowance or eon-
sideration, by an over-zealons collector, The hill eultivators . . .
desexted in a body: when better times came it was found impossible
to repopulate the deserted villages, for they had been so grown over by
jungle in a yesr or bwo, that the very village-sites needed clearing, and



and this not only invites the separate demarcation of fislds and
develops the sense of a strong claim to what has been so
laboriously won, but it almost naturally produces a uanion of
families in villages ; for people cling together when they not only
need the help of one another in the fields, but when they are
liable to be harassed by wild animals, and subject to much sick-
ness—at least till a large open space has been cleared and good
drinking-water obtained—and where the demons of the woods
and the spirits of the solitudes have to be propitiated, beings
who excite in the minds of the primitive tribes an amount of
superstitious dread which it is hard for us moderns to realise.

In other places the village lands require irvigation of various
Kinds ; this is obviously opposed to easily shifted cultivation :
it; also requires fixed fields and a determination of shares in the
water. We shall afterwards notice that among  the earliest
allasions to agriculture in the Vedas we find the water-course
mentioned, and also the field measured with s reed and separated
by a balk or lince from the neighbouring fields.

In the dry plains of the Panjab and the Ganges Doab, early
cnltivation was probably confined to the immediate vieinity of
the rivers, where the soil was moist, and where wel I, if nsed at all
for watering the land, would have been, as they are now, mere
pits in the soft soil. It must have been some time before the
people learnt to cut canals inland from the rivers, or to sink
deeper wells, and raise the water by some mechanical device.
Here, then, we see no opportunities for co-aration and the
indeterminate occupation, by whole clans. of large areas of
land.

In the Hill Country and intra-montane valleys of the North
Country, again, the nature of the soil would require the perma-
nent terracing of the hillsides, the establishment of small irriga~
tion works along the hillside—or else the permanent utilisation
of all such level alluvial deposits as naturally become the sites of
rice-fields. Or, again, just below the hills, we find cultivation often
carried on solely by aid of oceasionally flowing, or permanently

tigers had so readily ocoupied the new coverts thus made for them that
even ftravellers shunned the country.” This state of things would he
reproduced even more easily in well-watered and tropical parts of the
eountry, in Hast Bengal, Burma, &e.

B 2
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"ﬂowing, streams, which are made, by very easy and primitive
devices, to water the land. There is little opportunity for chang-
ing the fields, which, moreover, are usnally terraced or embanked
with some labour. But the most serious and general obstacle
to easily moved agricultural settlement in the plains is the labonr
of clearing the soil already alluded to, Nothing suggests the |
open-field system of shifting settlements and the co-aration of
the whole.

To be sure, the extensive use of fallows is an early rescurce
of primitive agriculture ; and in the drier climates land is easily
exhausted ; but here it will generally be found that each holding
is large enough to include an area that is fallow while a small
portion ‘of it ig under cultivation; they do not shift the enfire
village or the entire tribal group of cultivated holdings from one
location to another. ' Temporary “cultivation is practised on
alluvial lands, which are unstable, and on certain soils where
either there is only occasionally sufficient moisture or some local
peculiarity. And this generally occurs where the herbaceous

vegetation dries up after the rains and can be removed by
burning.

There is, however, one general method of temporary cultiva-
tion which is still extensively practised in the remote districts
and among the less advanced tribes. It is confined, however,
to the forest-clad hill country in parts of the Eastern, Cen-
tral, and Southern Provinces of India. = 1t will be worth
while to devote some attention to it, for it i3 connected with
the customs of locating tribes and the allotment of territory;
and while, on the one hand, it seems to render the idea of fixed
ownership of land more or less impossible, on the other hand if
initiates various customs of united labour, of responsibility for
keeping fire away from the clearings, and of the establishment
of small family groups, as well as larger clan-settlements, in their
defined boundaries.  Ultimately we see how it gradually becomes
modified into a permanent right in the soil.

(2) Shifting or Temporary Hill-cultivation
The essential element is the existence of hills with a con-
venient slope and a sufficiently dense covering of vegetation to
yield an amount of ash which will snitably manure the ground,
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It involves also the distribution of certain beats or areas which
can be taken upin rotation ; and this gives the first idea of right
over a congiderable territory only a limited portion of which is
under treatment at any one time.! The first point is, as I have
said, to seleet out of the wooded area the slopes that have a
suitably thick clothing of vegetation and are sufficiently gentle,
This latter is important, since if the slopes are too steep, the '
¢ monsoon ” rain, descending on the smface bared of its tree-
shelter, would erode the soil and wash away the seed.

On the selected area, the working members of the families,
armed with their heavy knives (of the type of the Burmese da),
cut down all the smaller vegetation, bamboos, grass, and small
trees, which are then gathered in heaps to dry in the sun; in
‘some cases the larger trees are not cut, but ringed or ‘ givdled’
and left to die standing. At the end of the hot season, and just
before the summer rainy-season begins, the dry material is set
on fire; and when all is reduced to ashes, these are raked over
the soft forest Juunus soil, and seed (millet, hill-rice, and some-
times cotton), being mixed with the ashes, is dibbled into the
ground with a hoe. As soon as the rain falls the seed
germinates, and the family labour after that consists in repeated
weeding and in guarding against the attacks of wild animals.*

I This form of cultivation is known by various names. Itis jim in
Bengal, tuwmai (or kumari) in South India, ya or (in the Hills) faung-ya
in Burma; in the Central Provinces and neighbourhood it is dadfiya or
dahyd, the enclosed cleared fields being called bemar. It was known in
the outer ranges of the Himalaya, within the last century or still more
recently, nnder various local names, ¢?l, korali, &e. It was by no means
nnlnown in Europe. Tn Styria it is still practised under the name of
¢ Brandwirthschaft.! The French ‘sartage ' is, however, not the same
thing : that is a method of lightly burning over the soil to manure and
improve it; it answers more to the 72b cultivation of Western India,
where the permanently cultivated rice fields ave lightly covered with
leaves, bamboos, small branches, &e., and burnt, partly for the sake of
the ash manure, but still more, T am told, for the benefit to the surface-
soil by the slight caleining action of the fire. There is an account of the
Tt enltivation on the Weat Coasl, in Bombay Gazetteer, xv. (part i),
188, 189, and South Kanare D. M, i, 209.

2 Which latter is sometimes a very formidable business. Tor
example, in the Central Provinces Guzetteer, an account of the cultiva-
tion as practised by the Baigi tribe is given. There they seem to rely
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Whenthe erop is reaped, the soil may be considered sufficiently
fertile for another year's cultivation; but it is soon exhausted,
and then a move has to be made 6 a greater ov less distance
according to locality. It depeuds on the extent of suitable slopes
with sufficiently dense vegetation, and the velative numbers of
the tiribes, whether the sanie place isvaturned to after many years
©(20-40), or after bhe minimum number (5-7), in swhich a suificient

growth will cover the land and afford maberial for the next
burning, In scantily populated ranges, no care is taken 3 and
the fire applied to each cleared area is allowed to spread over the
adjoining forest, many square miles being annually burned. Bub
where the area is more restricted, the *villages’ have a well-
anderstood system whereby the fire from the prepared blocks
must be prevented, by cleared lines, &c., from spreading to
neighbonring blocks ; and a gystem of fines and mmpenaﬂtmns
woild be enforced in case of neglect.

To a great extent the allobment of these tribal areas is regu-
lated by Nature. 'There may or may not have been a conflict of
interests and fighting hefore a peaceable location is effected ; but
the natural barriers of river, ridge, and valley appear usually to
‘be followed as intimating the limits of clan-territory and its
sub-divisions. '

It is extremely interesting to be able to trace the stages by

on burning the large wood as well as the smaller stulf; sufficient being
ent ‘to cover pretty elogely the whole of the area. . ..In May and
June, jllﬁtc before the sattmg in of the rains, the wood and the brush-
wood in which it has fallen is sef five to: and almost before the fird is out
the Baigis may be seen raking up the ashes and spreading them over
tha surface of their field. 'This is, done with a bundle of thorns or long
baxnboos, until there is a superstratam of about an inch of ashes epread
over the ground.’ The grain sown eonsists of millets and Kodo (Paspa-
lwm sp.) and a poor hill rice. * When sown, the field is fonced round
very roughly and strongly; swmiall trees are felled 80 as to fall one on fo
the other; the interstices are filled in with batnboos, and the boughs ure
carefully interlaced so that the smallest kind of deer cannob effect an
entrance,)  Where bison or buffaloes are feared, which would burst
through an ordinary fence, they bury a line of broad-bladed spears
(d@nsd) at abont the spot where the snimals would land if they jnmpad
the fence. Watching an opportunity, they frighten the wild esttle, in-
ducing them to rush the fence, when some of thpm are sure to be woundei
and porhisps one or two killed ; anid he herd never visit the field again,
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which this nomad eultivation begins to change into permanent
allotment of holdings and to the fixation of villages. Such a
. process has heen observed in parts of Burma, where the Karen
population has come to press on the land and is unable or un-
willing to move elsewhere. The rich soil at the bottom of the
valleys first becomes permanently cultivated, and the slopes
above, still cultivated by burning the vegetation, are nevertheless
divided out, and worked in a strict rotation, under severa penal-
ties and well-enforced responsibility in the case of fire being
allowed to spread to the areas not yet ready for cultivation.
Sir D. Brandis has given an interesting account of the Karen
. tribes in the hills between the Sittang and Salween Rivers ' who
had afitained this stage of progress. ‘These Karens, he says,
“ have two clagses of cultivation : along the valleys and ravines
are extensive gardens of betel-palms, with ovanges and other
fruit trees carefully irrigated and admirably kept. Thess gardens
are strictly private property ; they are bought and sold, and on
the death of the proprietor ave divided in equal shares among
his children.” He then deseribes how on the drier slopes above,
lungy@ eatting is practised ; but the limited area availablo and
the necessity for carefully fostering the vegetable growth * which
yields the ashes necessary for sowing the hill-rice renders special
arrangements necessary. And he continues: ‘The whole of the
taungyd grounds of one village are divided into a number of plots,
each plot being owned by one of the proprietors of the village.
Well-to-do people own from twenty to thirty plots situated in
different, parts of the village area.” The boundaries of each
village are most distinetly defined, and jealously gnarded against
encroachment. The boundaries of the plots also are defined.
¢ These plots aro sold and bought . . . and when a proprietor dies
bis taungya grounds, with his gardens, are divided in equal shares

‘ Quoted at length in my Land Systems of British India, iii.
606 fl.  Sir D. Brandis was familiar with these tribes as Conservator
of Forasts, and again visited them twonty years later, when he was
Tnspector-Gleneral of Farests to the Government of Tndia.

* The vegetation that springs up after a season of shifting cultivation
ig interesting botanically, and is yery different from the original forest. In
the Karen Hills, the vegetation for burning is chiefly a tall reed-grass
(drundo ap.) interspersed with old gnarled frees, which ave pollarded
80 that the leaves and branches may be burned on the ground.




