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Further north, in the Doab districts, the location of the Aryan 
Tillages has teen a good deal interfered with by the .invasion 
of Ja t and Gujar tribes .1

To conclude with some of the Bohilkhand districts, ShShjah&n- 
pur 8 affords a typical instance. The TbSkur clans are strong, 
especially in Pargana Jalalabad. Here no less than fifty-four 
clans are found ; the Report specifies seventeen of the principal, 
of which I  will only mention bheG auhdn, with 8,555 members, 
Candela about 6,000, and, the smaller bodies, a.y. the Tumdr, 
numbering only 728. But none date Track beyond the fourteenth 
century ; and there was a settlement of the KatMriyiI tribe as 
late as the sixteenth * • It is also remarked that though, until 
comparatively recently, the Thaknrs were the principal land­
owners, 4 they were the dominant, class, but never formed the 
bulk of the population.’

I  shall conclude these observations with an extract regarding 
the Bareli district, bordering on (hulk, as it contains a quotation 
which suitably summarises what I have been attempting to 
explain.* In this district Mr.'Moehs gives an account of each 
of the Rajput tribes, beginning with the Jldhtar, who came to the 
northern pareganas, as clearers of the jungle, some ten genera­
tions back. All of them are, in fact, comparatively late historic 
arrivals. ‘ Thus; he says, ‘ all the chief tribes in every part of 
the district of Bareli concur in stating that on their arrival they 
found no Rajput tribes. The previous occupants are always

1 There is a good account of the matter, which is ,too long to quote, in 
CadelVs S. It., Muzaffarnagar District (Ganges Canal Tract), p. 24.

2 S. S . iSfifthjalianpur (1874), § 4.5, p. 24. There are also some good re­
marks about the effect of marriage alliances in bringing about a dispersion 
of small groups of different clans, because all were exogamous, and 
husbands of another clan must be sought for all the daughters,

* The Kath-eriyd were a powerful clan, who first established them­
selves in the twelfth century in this part of the country, so that it was 
called 1 2 Ka,titer.' There is a full account of their traditions in S. It. Bareli 
(1874i, p. 23 ff. In the thirteenth .century we find them in conflict 
with the Moslems; hut they were not thoroughly defeated till the reign 
of Akbar. The most probable account seems to be that they were a 
mixed race, possibly connected with the original Aryan rulers of the 
Solar line in Ondh.

* 8. It. Bareli (1874), pp, 20, 21.
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either A/wr, Bkm-ilhdr, or TiW, or else the land is unoccupied 
jungle. . . f 1 * He concludes by quoting Mr. (now Sir C. A.) 
Elliott's' Chronicles of Fnno, an Oudli district, in a passage which 
he says is 4 exactly supported by the state of things in Bareli ’ :

‘W hen the A ryan4 race invaded the Gangetic Valley and the 
Solar chiefs settled in Ayodhya, the natural resource for the 
aborigines would be to fly to the hills and find, refuge in the im­
penetrable fastnesses girded about w ith the deadly Tartu, the 
malarious country a t the foot of the hills. . . .  I t  has been before 
remarked that the mythic legends leave no impression of a large 
subject population existing in Ottdh, but rather of a  vast, solitude 
inhabited by a scanty race employed in pasturing cattle The scene 
before us at the fall of the historic curtain is an uninhabited forest 
country and a large colony of Surajbansl occupying Ayodhya as 
their capital. When the curtain rises again, we find Ayodhya 
destroyed., the Snvcty b a /bo utterly vanished and a great extent of 
country ruled over by aborigines called Ce-ru in the far Bast, Bhar 
in the Centre, and Raj-Pdsl in the West. This great revolution 
seems to  ho satisfactorily explained by the conjecture th a t the Bhar,
Ceru, &o., were the aborigines whom the Aryans had driven to the 
hills, and who, swarming clown front thence, overwhelmed the Aryan 
civilisation not only in Sahetaand the other Northern towns, but in 
Ayodhya itself, drove the Surajbarm  under Kansk Sen to emigrate 
to distant Gujarat,3 and spread over the country between the 
Himalaya and that spur of the Vindhyan range tha t passes through 
the south of Mirzapur.’

The view explained in this extract seems to mo to be very true 
in general; but I venture to think that, though there were great 
tracts of forests uncleared, and though the original population 
may have been found in detached kingdoms or scattered groups, 
the total amount of it was much less scanty than is supposed.4

i This tradition is curious, because each one of the tribes named 
is possibly a mixed race (more or less) of early Aryan connection, as we 
have seen.

- Chronicles of Undo, p. ‘21.
» in Upper 'Western India. Here (tradition says) they founded a city 

and kingdom at DwSrka, and possibly originated, the 'KatherigQ clan 
who afterwards settled in Bareli fp. 126, ante).

* See ante, p. 84 ff.
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Hut more especially there is no necessity, but rather the contrary, 
for assuming quite so much ‘ flight to the h ills’ ; for the Solar 
princes and their army could only have taken the rule, and 
established a military supremacy. Why should the inhabitants 
have fled at all? The conquerors would have hardly been 
anxious to drive out the inhabitants, at the risk of causing a 
famine; they would rather have been under the necessity of 
conciliating them, at least so far as to leave them in a position 
to cultivate and raise crops, without which tire Aryan armies 
and the Court could not have been supported for long. The 
return of the aborigines is spoken of as ‘ in swarms ’; had they 
fled to the lulls as a very scanty and defeated body, which is the 
hypothesis, it is hardly likely that they would have thriven there 
so as to multiply exceedingly before their return, and thus acquire 
a force against the Aryans which originally they did not possess.
I  believe, as a matter of fact, that the traditional evidence we have 
points far more to the Aryan clans coming m  a distinctly limited 
and ruling class, and that they subdued and came to terms with 
the * aborigines,’ who were already settled in the more open parts 
of the country, but left them very much as they were, while for 
a time cultivation extended and families of mixed blood multi­
plied so long as the Aryans maintained their supremacy. Such 
of the ‘ aborigines’ as fled at all were .either the immediate 
followers of chiefs defeated in battle, or particular clans who 
preferred a jungle life of independence to submitting to the 
Aryan dominion; the traditional, evidence does not, however, 
suggest any extensive fighting with the aborigines at ail. When, 
therefore, the Aryan rulers in their scattered forts and urban 
centres of rule were , in turn destroyed by their own internecine 
contests, rather than by any revolt of the ‘ natives,’ there was 
no need of any extensive movement to re-establish the Xi/utr, 
Seem, Paul,, and other tribes, in independent possession of the 
soil. These, however, were unable long to maintain a govern­
ment, and therefore fell before the Rajput chiefs on their 
return, and, I  suspect, not unfrequently gladly accepted their 
renewed rule and protection.

From  what has already been said of the Pan,JAB, we are 
prepared to  find hardly  any definite traces of an wnoient Aryan
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domination.1 No doubt some.of the older races may be derived 
from a mixed Aryan stock, and this may be true in spite of the 
present profession of Islam and the consequent tendency to 
assert descent from Muhammadan ancestors. So, too, the line
between Rajput and Ja t is here exceptionally difficult to draw; . :..
but still there are admittedly Rajput communities ; I hardly, 
however, know of one in the plains, that does not itself assert a 
comparatively late location. Around Delhi, for instance, the 
Rajputs are connected with.the 1'tandr (or Tvmwwf) and Qauhan; 
both of whom are * Agnikula, ’ clans, and, confessedly long subse­
quent to the original invasion. The BhalR (this is the Panjab 
form of the name, which is Bhatl in Rajputana) now trace their 
settlement to a body which emigrated to Pindi-Bhattian (Guj- 
ranwala district) front an earlier home in Bhattiana or Bhatner.
Near the Salt Range, Janjhud settlements -are found—possibly 
the relics of a local dominion 5 but the tradition they themselves 
have is that they are of Bahtor origin, coming originally from 
Rajputana. In the Western plains, the SuU are a late arrival; 
they claim to be Pwilwar Rajputs who moved westwards to the 
Jhang district, and formerly to Sialkot, which derives its name 
from them, during the first half of the eighteenth century.
Almost the only traditionally ancient Aryan relics are to be 
found in the Kangrtt Hills, and possibly in the Salt Range tract 
of tlii- North Panjab.

1 There are in the Kangrtt Hills some families of Katoch chiefs who 
are really ancient, and assert that they are older than either the Solar or 
Lunar princes. It is quite possible that they may be vestiges of the 
earlier Aryan movements. In the North-western. Panjab, the Gib- 
Rajputs, who still retain a number of villages (Crujriit district) claim a, 
similar antiquity, and are believed to be a branch of the Katoch. See as 
to the Pttranic tradition p. 07, ante.

K
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CHAPTER IV
CUSTOMS REGARDING LAND-HOLDING OBSERVED AMONG 

THE NON-ARYAN RACES

Section I  —The Tibeto-Btjkman Group

I n this group we naturally include the population of Burma, 
and in that province we are at no loss to trace characteristic 
customs. But in India the tribes referable to the same group 
seem to have been confined to the province of Assam, and to the 
north-eastern part of Bengal; and the customs affecting land 
which can be more or less distinctively ascribed to them are 
but few. While the Tibetan element is thus limited in the 
plains, it has. extended more widely in the hill and sub-montane 
country. I t  has certainly formed the basis of the agricultural 
population, all along the outer Himalayan districts, from Darjee­
ling as far as Kashmir. How far these are immigrant people com- 
ing from the north-east end of the range, and slowly advancing 
westward, and how far they have filtered, so to speak, directly 
through the hills from the Tibet plateau, it is impossible to say. 
Travellers will remember that beyond the Hills of Chamba and 
the Upper Sutlej Valley, and beyond the British districts of 
Kangra and Kttlfl, they come to Ladakh, Spiti, and other 
districts with a distinctly Tibetan population; and it is quite 
likely that Tibetan chiefs and Tibetan tribes may have formerly 
extended their rule through the hill districts, apart from any 
north-eastern immigration. Certain it is that the Khasa or 
Tvhasiya people found all along the range are of Tibetan origin,’ 
and that other mixed races, improved by a strain of Aryan blood, 1

1 See pp. 39, 37, ante. The central districts about Kumiion were for­
merly called ‘ Khasdes ’ from this feature.
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have much the same origin. Probably other races than Aryan 
may have made conquests in these hills. Nevertheless, we have 
some traditions and customs which seem to be indigenous and 
belong, at least, to non-Aryan tribes. In the first place, there is 
a tradition (both in Kumfton and Kangra) that the Hindu Rajas 
were preceded by petty local chiefs (evidently Tibetan) who had 
no centralized, government, and so fell an easy prey to the Rajput 
chieftains.'

Speaking first of the hill districts, the absence of village- 
communities and the artificial formation of estates and villages, 
have already been alluded to ; but the fact, justly as I think it 
may be ascribed to the physical conditions of settlement, is not, 
entirely independent of other causes. I t  is a matter of racial 
custom that joint holding is not recognised. In Kumaon, as in 
Kangra, all the family holdings are separate and independent.
Al few holdings may be grouped together, but that is not the 
same thing as a 1 village community.’ * The case is just the 
same with the Simla Hill States (under their Hindu chiefs), 
where no artificial village groups have been formed. ‘ There are

1 See the Kwmaon Collected Reports, p. 164, and of. Lyall’s Kangra 
S. Ii. § 79, pp. 1.06, 107. I  have already noticed the Kfttofh chiefs, who 
may really be relics of some previous early Aryan settlement. The 
same is true of the KatorA chiefs in Kumaon. In this latter case there is 
a definite tradition that the early conquerors were again defeated by local 
princes; but finally the local rule was destroyed by the Rajput princes of 
the Churn! line, whose success is held to date from about the twelfth 
century. In general the liujput chiefs date from the time when the 
Moslem invasions disturbed the Hindu kingdoms of the plains. Through­
out these hills, it is quite possible that there may have been an early and 
local domination by Aryan chiefs, who after a time disappeared, and who 
were only at the date of the Moslem conquest replaced by more com­
pletely Hindu successors of the same race.

* For the Kumaon tenures see Collected Reports, pp. 129, 180, 132,
‘288, 329. : See also Lyall’s Kangra S. R. p. 62, which also contains 
some interesting tables showing how far the foreign element is repre­
sented among the land-holding classes. Thus we find Brahmans represent 
18 per cent, of the land-holders: pure Rajputs' only 6 per cent.; Rajputs 
of the second grade (i.e. partly mixed), 15 per cent.; the more completely 
mixed races superior <)udras, Thskar, lliithi. and Kanet-87 per cent.; 
inferior Ciidra, 19 per cent.; tribes outside caste altogether, 2 per cent.
All who have  becom e Hindus adopt the  jo in t succession, bo th a t each farm  
will often be shared  between relatives (average two shares to a  holding).

1 2
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no village communities,’ writes Colonel Wace; ‘ each squatter held 
direct of the State. . . . To this day a land-holder (mmfrtdcvr— 
the term is used only in the literal sense) will speak of holding 
his f  attd, i.e. grant, or lease from the Raja. The holdings are 
aggregated in circuits called bhoj mainly for revenue and ad­
ministrative purposes.’ 1

In the inner ranges of the Kangra district we have, however,, 
an interesting survival which has apparently come down un­
changed, in that remote locality, from old times. In certain 
Kothis (old administrative divisions) of Bangabai, the dwellings 
are in clusters on the hill-side wherever there is space enough, 
and shelter, and a supply of water. The cultivation is provided 
for by taking up such patches or larger areas in the vicinity as 
can. he terraced or made into fields. Each such area is called 
nr, and every household has a holding called its vand; this 
implies a right to an equal portion in every sir attached to the 
group. But these several plots are not, therefore, divided into 
as many fields as there are households. To ensure equality, each 
'vand is held to consist of ‘ several small plots situated in every 
corner of the sir.’ When any patch of cultivation is destroyed by 
a landslip or other mountain accident, the custom is to redivide by 
lot what remains.2 These vand were not ancestral shares of a 
family, for the households in the hamlet were independent, and 
not even of the same stock. Possibly, however, in ancient times 
they may have had something of the character of clan or tribal 
allotments. On the death of the holder, the vand was not divided 
among his sons : the youngest son stayed at home to succeed his 
father; the eldest and other sons went to the chief’s army or to 
service, or started new households and obtained their vwtid else­
where. In  the. Kulu subdivision a very similar custom is still 
noticeable. I must add also Sir J. B. Lyall’s own comment on 
this custom.3

‘ Such a tenure,’ he says, ‘ I  believe to have prevailed from very 
ancient times in the countries far back in the Himalayas which 
border Tibet, or have a t one time or another been included in that

1 Waco’s Simla S. B. 1888, § 8.
3 Lyall’s Kangra S. B. p. 35. The lots are cast (jphoglu) with dried 

goats’-d roppings duly marked.
s Ibid. p. 120 If.
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empire. Every family or householder had its holding or share of 
one ; but such holding is not in the shape of an ancestral or custom­
ary 1 share of the fields round the hamlet, but rather in the shape of 
an arbitrary allotment from the arable land of the whole country. . .
All the arable lands seem to have been divided into lots, each lot 
being of presumably equal value, and calculated to be sufficient to 
provide subsistence for one household.’

After mentioning that in the course of time lots became un­
equal, and new plots were added on from the reclaimed waste, 
and by sales, &e., the.author continues:

‘ The original of it seems to be that each head of a household was 
entitled in return for rent, tax, or service due from him to the State 
or Commonwealth [might we not say as a member of the tribe or 
clan—in the stage probably then prevalent ?] to a lot or share of 
arable land sufficient to support one household. No man wanted 
more land than this, as, shut in by these high mountains, land was 
a means of subsistence, not a source of wealth. The lot being calcu­
lated to support only one family was not meant to be divided, and, 
with the house to which it was originally attached, was handed down 
unchanged from generation to generation. If a holder had several 
sons, those who wished to marry and live apart would have to look 
out for separate lots, and the paternal bouse and land would pass to 
one son only. ’ -

When the earliest Rajas established their rule in Kulu, they 
superimposed on this system one that recalls the arrange-

1 In making this reference to ‘ ancestral ’ and ‘ customary ’ shares, the 
author is thinking of the principles which are found to govern the sharing 
in the joint-villages of the plains. It will be noticed that he refers to 
Kulu as probably at one time belonging to Tibet, just as some of the inner 
districts do to this day. This would of course give a more directly Tibetan 
origin to custom than the mere fact of the ethnic connection of the 
Khasiyii and other hill people with the Tibetan ethnic stock, which is 
what I have chiefly relied on.

s A very similar custom prevailed in Kulu. In this valley, as else­
where, the right in the soil having been assumed by the Riijiis, the private 
right or idea of hereditary ownership is now centred in the family house ; 
and the Kulu saying is ‘ zamin Eai hi, ghar bai lei’ (‘ The land is 
the Baja’s, the house is the father’s ') (8. R. p. 120). The adoption of 
the Persian word zamin in this proverb shows that it only dates back to 
times when the Moslem languages had to a certain extent influenced the 
speech of India and penetrated to the hills.
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monte we shall describe in Assam. The system was known as 
jeold-bandi, and consisted in dividing the agricultural population 
into classes—one that was liable to military service and the other 
to menial service. The holder of land in the former class was 
allowed a portion of his land free of taxes (barto-jeolu) in return 
for his service ; while for the rest he paid revenue (hdnsili-jeola).
The menial holdings were known as gati, find paid no revenue, 
except the labour or services required.

At. present we have no other information about Himalayan 
tenures. Naip&l would be doubtless an interesting sphere of 
inquiry,; but it is not a very accessible one ; and 1 have found 
no specific information about the small portion of British terri­
tory around Darjeeling.

Leaving the Himalayan districts, we next turn to A ssam, 
where we find some races of Tibeto-Burman stock almost 
unchanged, especially in the hill country; while the valley 
population, originally of the same ethnical character, has become 
much mixed and subject to Hindu religious and other influences.
The Hindu system of caste and religion, in fact, completely dis­
placed the earlier Buddhism, which itself must have been a foreign 
importation. The local dialect, Assamese, is a comparatively 
recent modification of Bengali. Local traditions, and even 
written records, exist. Prom time to time the names of kings 
are capable of verification. From the remains of ancient temples, 
and still more ancient fortified cities of great extent, it is evident 
that traditional history is so tar correct in asserting the existence 
of organised States from a remote period. And then came a 
time whan Aryan or semi-Aryan chiefs had extended their 
dominion from the Ganges Valley as far as the western portion 
of Assam. The Aryan names, Kamrup, Brahmaputra, and others 
similar, are relics of this contact, i t  is fairly certain that A ssam 
was anciently divided into several, or many, small kingdoms, and 
that after the time of Buddha, the Western kings adopted the 
Buddhist faith..1 As might be expected, the western districts

1 This is doubtless referred to when the Annals (written by Brahman 
authors) speak of the kings as A sura or Danava, terms applied to 
‘ heretics.’ A good account of ancient Assam will be found in the 
Calcutta Review, xlv. S10, reprinted in 1H84. This is followed by a 
further article about the ancient religion, which is more speculative in
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are often found united under one ruler, whose *way extended as 
far westwards as Bihar or even Gorakhpur on the confines of 
Oudh. These Buddhist princes felt the effect of the Brahmanie 
struggle for ascendency and were ultimately overthrown.1

A distinction appears to have been early recognised between 
the west (Kdmrup) and the north and north-eastern part of 
the valley (Uttarkol). If was the latter that was most thoroughly 
Tibeto-Burman as regards its population. One of the most 
important immigrations was that of the Boro (or Bach.) tribe,3 
which had several subdivisions. A Boro kingdom existed near 
the modern Sadiya. The Meq and Kdmri tribes, who will 
presently he mentioned, are probably branches of this race.
The name ‘ Assam ’ (Asdm) is most probably traceable to (the 
Boro) lid-corn— the low or level country ; while the Boro word 
for water (dai or di) has remained in the names of rivers—e.g. 
Dai-kmug (the Dihong of the maps). Under the Boro rule 
• tradition states that the country was thickly populated, and 
reached a high state of civilisation. It was divided for the 
purposes of Government administration into numerous districts ; 
and the executive consisted of a body politic, selected from the 
moat wealthy and respected men in  each division. The King 
exercised but a nominal control over the deliberative assemblies.’ 3

character, and the chronology ia confusing. The name of King Bhagadatta, 
well known in literature, figures largely; he was a Buddhist, hut his 
successors became Hindus in the ninth century.

1 It is curious to observe how the traditions represent the oppressed 
Buddhists as seeking refuge through the hills as far west as Kashmir ; 
and, at least at one time, we hear of a prince ruling over Kashmir .leading 
an army into Assam. There are scattered remnants of these once ruling 
houses still existing under the name of the Kuliii or Kulitd caste.
A certain number, now Hindus, are in the Assam Valley. But two small 
colonies made their way to South-western Bengal, which has been a refuge 
ground to several tribes. One is now in the Native State of Bonaigarh, 
the other in the Sambalpur district of the Central Provinces. The came 
KuMta is supposed by some to mean hula (family), itd (gone or lost); but 
these Sanskritic derivations are open to not a little suspicion.

a In Bengal and Assam the ‘ b ’ is generally the result of the dialectic 
pronunciation of the 1 a ’ in the Sanskritic alphabets. Thus Bhagadatta 
is pronounced Bhogodott, and accordingly so written by some authors.

:i Quoted from the article referred to above. Perhaps we might put it 
in a little loss ‘ modern ’ administrative form if we said that the country
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I t  seems characteristic of Tibeto-Burman races that they have 
a number of separate local chiefs, who in many cases have no 
cohesion and no centralised control, so that in the course of 
time they fall under the dominion of some conquering prince.
And even then the sovereign seems always to act in concert 
with a council of the chiefs. Thus in Naipfil to the present day 
there is a State Council of twelve nobles.1 The old Borman 
State had also its Slut-daw  or council of chiefs, and we may 
well suppose its origin in a tribal form of government.2 Nor 
was the rule of these north-eastern tribes confined only to the 
upper part of Assam, for as late as the fourteenth century, 
when the last of the Hindu dynasties was overthrown before the 
Muhammadan King of Gaur (Bengal), we find a Met tribe ruling 
in Goal para, and also tribes of Koc or Kfec. Their rule was 
destroyed in the end of the fifteenth century. The memory 
of it still survives in the little State of Km-bihwr, in North - 
eastern Bengal. The Kuo still form the chief constituent in the 
population of the Western Dwfir districts, though at the time 
of the British occupation of that country they had fallen under 
the oppression of their neighbours, the Bhutiyd, The Met} tribe 
also musters strongly in the district of Goalpftrfi. Of the Safari 
we shall hear subsequently. But while these tribes were still 
ruling, an energetic race;—as it must once have been—the 
Ahum or Ahom;' was making rapid progress. They established

was, as so often observed, divided into districts or areas, probably con­
nected with the clan-divisions or clan-chiefs’ jurisdictions, and that the 
elders and wealthier men formed councils for the control of internal 
affairs, while a king or head chief had a general supremacy,

I he Gorkhii rulers of Naipill were Aryan (or semi-Aryan) conquerors.
They would doubtless, however, find it politic to adopt local or indigenous 
forms of administration.

 ̂ ■ At one time in the early Assam history we hear of a rnlership of the 
Bdra-bhuiyd, which may only mean ‘twelve chiefs,’ during a time when 
the supremacy of a king had been destroyed by war. Others have sup­
posed the term to refer to the temporary rule of a race called BhuUya- 
one of the many Pravidian races, relics of which, with this name, are 
still found in some parts of. Eastern India. The matter is, however, too 
uncertain to call for further notice.

It is sometimes said that Assam • (As-Tm)' derives its name from 
‘ ^ham ; ’ but the derivation is unlikely ; though the local dialect would 
easily soften an s into, an h, it is held that the contrary change here

— \ V \  '
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themselves at first in the extreme north-east; but it is im­
possible to fix a date for their arrival, which indeed was probably 
gradual. They ultimately extended their rule over the whole 
valley, and about the thirteenth century we begin to have some­
thing like an historic record. The M am  princes were able to 
withstand the Muhammadan power: their rule, in fact, lasted 
down to our own times.1 The race was completely non- 
Aryan., but their princes ended by adopting Hinduism; not, , 
however, till the close of the sixteenth century. The Aharn 
still number some 180,000, though now mingled with other 
castes.1' From. an. early time they had a king, and a number of •
‘ nobles ’ who bore, distinctive titles. I t  is stated in most of the 
accounts of Assam that I have seen, that the Baja, as conqueror 
assumed the right in the soil of his dominions; but this does 
not appear to me necessarily to be inferred from the facts. The 
King had, however, other and far more curious pretensions, 
which seem, characteristic of Ti be to- Bun nans. He organised the 
whole of the subject-population into groups, so that he might, 
exact military service, labour, and supplies, from all, rather than 
demand an over-lord rent from the soil, which, as cultivation 
was extremely sparse, would have been loss profitable.3 The 
grouping was carried out in this way. Every male above 
sixteen years of age was designated a 'pink. Each group of 
three plik formed a got—observe the adopted Aryan term for a

requisite, would be dialectically impossible. Altogether, the Boro name 
given above (p. 136) is more probable.

1 As usual with such dynasties, the end was brought about by intestine 
decay and family feuds. The interference of the Butman sovereign was 
invoked by one of the rivals, and the Barman rule, one of great cruelty, 
was for a short time established. As it is graphically expressed in a peti­
tion presented by certain inhabitants to the British Government, ‘ the 
country fell into the hands of the Barmans, and the people into twelve 
kinds of fire ’ (Mill’s Report on Assmn). The Burmans were driven out 
by the British in 1824,

3 The whole population consists of Ah/im, Rue, Mec, Kanari, Outiya, 
and a considerable admixture of Hindus from the west. Sir W. Hunter 
observes that the ‘ Assamese ’ are by no moans strict in caste ideas, and 
that intermarriages are common.

3 Not that he took no revenue from the land ; only it was not the chief 
thing as it was elsewhere.
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family or minor clan. One person in each got was always to be 
available for service, not only in the army, but in supplying 
carriage, collecting wood and grass, and, if a craftsman, con­
tributing of bis handiwork ; or be could be called on to aid in 
executing public works. The Aliam rulers left abundant traces 
of their zeal in providing tanks for irrigation, as well as other 
monuments. I t  will be observed that this obligation to service 
was not serfdom; there were large bodies, probably of the 
‘ inferior ’ and conquered tribes, who were actually serfs or 
slaves, and were employed in the cultivation of lands to which 
they were attached—lands held by the Baja or his chiefs, or by 
the religious grantees, who became numerous when the princes 
adopted Hinduism. In order to facilitate supervision and to 
ensure the due rendering of the service, the got were further 
aggregated into larger bodies called hhel: 2 0  got went to a khel.1 
I t  became the practice for the several khel to subdivide then- 
duty ; one undertaking the supply of wood and grass, another 
of fruit and betel-nuts, and so on; so that i t  became customary 
to speak of ‘ the wood and grass khel,' the betel-nut khel, &c. 
The khel-service could be assigned : e.g.to the King’s wife, or to 
a relative. And when land was granted to a Brahman, the 
service of certain khel was granted with it, besides the serfs 
belonging to the land.2 The working population, thus organised,

1 The terms used are modern dialectic forms which, perhaps, once had 
older indigenous equivalents, just as we find the Kol, Goad, and other 
races now using, in connection with their own customs and institutions, 
terms which they borrowed from the Hindi. The use of the term khel is 
somewhat remarkable, but perhaps it is only a coincidence of form. It 
may be compared with the Santul and Kolarian term kill for a sub-division 
of a tribe. There is a Persian word khel, which properly means a troop 
of horsemen and then a tribe. This may have gained currency in India. 
On the north-west frontier the village groups are called ‘Mel—sections 
of tribes. In Beriir the term khel was formerly used in connection with 
joint family holdings.

- It may be worth while to notice that this method of obtaining 
supplies for the Court was not unknown to the Aryan princes. In Manu 
(vii. 118) we hear of the Raja assigning to certain district officials as their 
perquisite ‘ such food, drink, wood, and other articles as by law should be 
given each day to the King by the inhabitants of a village.’ I t is also 
noticeable that in the Simla Hill States, and, indeed, throughout the 
hill country, certain of the lower castes had to give a certain number of
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was subject to a corresponding series of officials. Over each 
khel was a IJctru; over 100 got (i.e. 5 khel) was a Sciikyd ; and 
over 1,000 got was a Ilazcm. In  order to provide for the 
support of the people, each ydik was allowed a plot of land for 
his house and garden (b&ri) ! on this only a small ‘ hearth-tax was 
payable annually. Each also held a small allotment of arable 
land (called goamatti, said to mean ‘ body-land ’) amounting to 
about 2 § acres, which was held free of charge.'

I have not been able to trace any similiar organisation under 
the kings of Burma. But the latter were sometimes of Aryan 
descent, and the historical conditions were different. A nearly 
similar organisation was, however, imposed on the K ile and Meg 
tribes by the conquering BhUtiijU' in the West I) wars. I ho 
individual holdings of land (there called jot) were made to pay 
land-revenue; each small cluster of houses was headed by a 
pradhmi. Over several of these groups was a siya/nia.2 Over 
these, again, was a local collector, and finally' a chief of the 
district aided by a deputy.

In the Cachar district of Assam we are introduced to an 
interesting variety of the khel system. Cachar is now known 
principally as a district of tea-planters; its native population is  ̂
miscellaneous, largely made up of settlers from the hill country 
around it. I t fell under the dominion of a ruling house of the 
Kagan tribe as late as the eighteenth century.3 One of the

days’ unpaid labour (begdr), and, at the harvest, special offerings of maize,
&o., to the Baja, independently of the regular revenue dues. The obliga­
tion bo work and service was, in fact, imposed by many conquering rulers 
in India, in one form or another; the demand being, as a rule, confined 
to the lower-castes or out-castes. It was carried to great lengths in 
Kashmir, as the recent account of the country by Mr. Walter Law­
rence shows. Of. also H. E. Seebohm, The Structure of Greek Tribal 
Society (Macmillan, 1895), p. 115 ff, showing similar customs among the 
ancient Greeks, the Persians, and even the Israelites.

1 It is said that the goamatti was neither hereditary nor alienable, 
and that it was regarded as the property of the State or ruler.

s The reader will note these terms as reappearing in Kumaon, where 
the population was so largely Tibeto-Burman in origin.

3 I may repeat that the Meg, Kuc, and Kdgdri are believed to be 
branches of one tribe. Indeed, it has been thought that the term Kuo 
was only invented to distinguish those Kiicari who adopted orthodox 
Hinduism. The Kdgdri families dominated at one time a considerable



Rajas became a Hindu by the process, not unknown elsewhere, 
of placing himself and his son in the body of a cow made out of 
copper; of course they became * Bdjbarm,’ or ‘ Royal ’ Hindus, 
and claimed rank as Rajputs. The ILlcari kingdom, as usual in 
this group, included a number of chiefs under the' Raja (called 
in the hooks Bar-man, perhaps bara-manus — great man). The 
land-holders were grouped into khd, and the Raja had the right 
to demand service and supplies for the royal household, from the 
Mels. As. however, the kingdom was a new one, it was obliged 
to deal gently with the cultivators. By that time the neigh­
bouring province of Bengal had long been paying the State- 
revenue in cash, and doubtless this example was followed in 
Cachii.r. For this purpose each Mel formed a jointly responsible, 
body, the responsibility being, for a lump sum, assessed on the 
khd as a unit or whole. A headman called mukhtdr (agent) 
was appointed to each, and a number of khd united had. a rtij- 
makhtcw, or superior representative, with the State officials,1 and 
the group of khd so represented formed a raj or ray. The 
joint responsibility for the revenue was in fact a measure of 
protection against internal inquisition by petty officers of the 
State, with their frequent opportunities of levying fees on indi­
viduals. A lump sum, whether high or low, was (necessarily) 
fixed, and, on the official representative producing that, there was 
much less pretext for further interference. The responsibility 
was worked by means of a custom called ghasawat. I f  anyone 
failed to pay, unless some richer ^neighbour would make good 
the arrear and take over the land, the whole body contributed 
the amount and took the land. If  a whole khd failed, then the 
raj was answerable and took over the village land. I t  is quite 
certain that the system had nothing to do with joint-ownership

portion of Assam; and the district which ifow distinctively bears their 
name could only have been a lately occupied , southern territory taken 
when the tribes began to be pressed by other competitors. The earlier 
kingdom extended muoh more into the hill country. The last, Kacari 
Rtijit died in 1830 without heirs, and the country became an escheat to 
the British Government. Tire neighbouring state of Tiperah (Tripura) 
has still a ruler of Kacari descent.

1 These names of course are purely modern. Mukhtftr is the ordinary 
Persian word for an agent or attorney.

%LI  THE INDIAN VILLAGE COMMUNITY
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auch as exists in a North Indian village-: none of the groups 
had any tribal or family connection; they were miscellaneous 
and recent settlers. It is at best uncertain whether the joint 
system was imposed by the ruler or voluntarily adopted. I  
think the hitter the more probable. I t  is remarkable that in 
one of the northern districts of Madras (Cuddapah) a similar 
system, which could have no connection with Assamese customs, 
prevailed under the name of vlsabadi: there the villagers clubbed 
together to manage the whole of the lands, and to meet the 
revenue charges, on the joint-stock principle—each undertaking 
a certain portion of the area against a fixed fraction of the as­
sessment! The fractions were the series known to Tamil arith­
metic ($, jig-, See. ; visa =  ytjr). In  both cases I suspect we have 
a voluntary device which had nothing to do directly with cus­
toms of any particular race; but the matter deserved some men­
tion, as showing how an appearance of common ownership may 
be misleading if its origin is not inquired into.

In themselves, the Assamese land-holdings are always purely 
individual, and are based upon the right of first clearing; unless, 
indeed, they have arisen, as in the case of some larger estates, by 
the direct grant of the ruler.

There is no word for ‘ village ’ in Assamese nor in the older 
local dialects; the revenue term mauza has been introduced 
solely for administrative purposes, and is used, in a quite local 
and special sense, to indicate a circle of holdings under one 
petty official charge.

I t  will be permissible to make a rapid sketch of the modern 
land-holdings which have arisen out of this previous state of 
things. The province of Assam is treated in effect, though not 
called so officially, as raujatwtlr. The only exception is where 
some of the larger purchasers of waste-lands, or grantees and 
others, have become landlords or proprietors, or where certain of 
the larger land-holders were acknowledged as landlord-owners 
under the Permanent Settlement of Bengal, which extended to 
some of the districts. There are only some cases in which any-

1 See Munro’s Minute in Arbuthnot’s Sir J. Mmiro, &o., ii. 360. See 
also Godavari D. M. p. 314. This plan was accompanied by a rule that any 
co-sharer who thought his share was too highly rated might offer to exchange 
it with another; the details cannot be here gone into.
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' tiling like a village group is formed, although there are parts 
of the country where there is no physical peculiarity to prevent 
it. The genius of the people evidently does not lead them to 
any union ; and the holdings are completely independent. In 
some parts the assessment is still made annually; but in others, 
settlements for a period of years have been found possible; here 
especially, as cultivation increases, village-groups will probably 
be consolidated, but in a raiyobmn form.

In the country known as the Bhfitan-DwSrs there is a 
noticeable tendency to form what will become small landlord 
estates rather than villages. I find an interesting article on 
this country written shortly after its annexation at the close of 
the Bhutan war.1 The individual farmer or cultivating settler 
is called jot-dor, or holder of a jot—a term frequently met with 
in Bengal for the individual holding, whether (locally) as pro­
prietor or (more commonly) as tenant-farmer.

‘The whole of the land,’ says the writer, ‘ at present being 
held in detached farms, has a very marked effect on the arrange­
ments of the population, and . . . there is scarcely a village to be 
seen from one end of the I)wars to the other. The plan adopted 
is for every holder of a jot (cultivating lot) to establish his 
homestead on the most eligible site for building on, within the 
limits, of his jot; and around the jot-dor’s house those of his 
dependents cluster. . . . The size of these homesteads varies, of 
course, with that of the jot. Some contain as many as forty or 
fifty houses (be. cottages), whilst others have not more than six 
or e igh t; but in all, the same characteristics prevail: thejot-dm4 
is the head of the little community and is looked up to as the 
master over a ll; it is he who manages the affairs of the whole 
jot, lets out the lands to his under-tenants, and retains what he 
chooses for his special use. His word is law ; he is, in fact, a 
little patriarch living in the midst, of his family and dependents, 
whose influence for good or evil is felt by every member of the 
society.’ The whole country is dotted over with these separate 
homesteads.

1 Calcutta Beview, vol. xlviii. (January 1869). The two portions 
forming the Eastern and Western Dwars (or Dutlrs) have been attached 
respectively to Bengal and to Assam. The Eastern Dwars form part of 
the Jalpaiguri district; the Western, of Gofdparii.
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I  am not aware of any local peculiarity which would dis­
courage the ‘ village ’ formation; but apparently it  is not here 
in the nature of the people. I t  often happens that one man 
owns more than one j o t : in this case he lives on one, and lets 
the others out either to some substantial tenants (cnhmuiar, or 
mflh'.ndar), who agree with him for a yearly rental in cash, or to 
poorer people (called pa/rja or ndyatj, who, in fact, somewhat re­
semble metayers, receiving plough and oxen from the jotdar 
and giving him one-half or even two-thirds of the produce in 
kind.

I t  would he impossible to leave the description of Assam 
without some allusion to the hill tribes, who from their remote 
situation have been much left alone, and probably retain the 
customs of their ethnic group much unchanged. In  the northern 
hills are the Aha, Daphld, MM, and Abar tribes, at the western 
end, and the M'ishmi at the eastern. In the central ranges 
south of the valley proper, are the Gd.ro, Khdsl, and Nagd, In 
the hills on the south-east are the Kuki or Lushai tribes. We 
have but little definite information about their land-customs; 
but this is owing partly to the nature of the country, which lends! 
itself chiefly to shifting cultivation; 1 but there is evidence of 
some method of tribal allotment by which the various clan 
groups haye their own ‘ beats,’ doubtless indicated by natural 
limits of valley, ridge, and stream. I  have been told by persons 
of local experience that, within the last thirty years the men of 
one group in the Garo Hills would turn out in war array to 
resent any encroachment on their land or pasture ground. It 
will be borne in mind that the origins of these tribes are in some 
cases very doubtful. In the central hills, for instance, there are 
tribes whose language is not to he classified in the general 
group ; and it would seem that some considerable tribes uncon­
nected with the rest of the group found refuge in these hills.2 
In general there is a very loose cohesion; separate chiefs of 
territories are recognised, some with very little authority over 
the minor or local chiefs of villages or ultimate clan-groups.
Under such a state of things there must always he a natural

1 See ante, p. 52.
- See Census Report, 1891 {P a rlia m en ta ry  B lue  B ooh), p. 137.
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tendency for the chiefship to .remain in certain families, and for 
a chief of energy to enlarge his pretensions and become a sort of 
Baja over a number of others. Or, on the other hand, it is not 
difficult for some neighbouring foreign chief to compel a number 
of Ms neighbours to submit to his suzerainty. We should like 
to know for certain on what, principle the groups forming villages 
are separated. Fixed hereditary ownership of land is hardly 
possible, at least until the clan begins to adopt some customary 
principle modifying the shifting cultivation, or jwm.

Sometimes the village groups are placed so as to crown the 
tops of separate hills, and each is securely stockaded. The 
frequency of clan feuds and the malarious character of the 
valleys would combine to account for this. The Ndgd clans, 
for instance, live in stockaded villages : they acknowledge a sort 
of chief over a clan or group of villages; but he is not hereditary, 
and apparently his authority is not, strong. But in the north, I 
find it, noted that among the Mlrl (a branch of the same stock as 
the Daphld, Abwr, and Aka) the chiefs me hereditary; and it 
sometimes happens that one of them acquires sufficient influence 
to establish a kind of lordship over a considerable area.

In  the southern hills, the Lushai (or AW ) are said ‘ markedly 
to differ ’ 1 from the others, inasmuch, as the clan chiefs are not, 
only hereditary but are all taken from a certain ‘ royal stock,’ 
Captain Skakespear, who read to the Society of Arts the interest­
ing paper referred t,o in the footnote, has described how the chiefs 
are selected from one or two families in different parts of the 
country. Each village has its own chief also, and is located 
independently on the top of a hill. Some groups are large 
enough to have 200 to 800 cottages. An incompetent village 
chief"is removable by the voice of the villagers; or rather the 
villagers will desert the chief and build a new village (the 
bamboo structures are easily replaced) on another site. Each 
chief (I am not sure if this refers to village chiefs) is advised by 
one or two men called by a local term signifying ‘ old man/ 2 or 
by the borrowed (Hindi) term Jcclrbdri. Property, Captain 
Shakespear informs us, belongs to the family, not to the indi-

1 See Imperial Gazetteer (2nd ed.), xiii. 530, and Journal Hoc. Arts 
(■January 1895), xliii. 167 if.

3 Cf. the siydna («= wise man) already mentioned.



( ( ( ft }1) vCT
V A  g / 7  NON-A.EYAK CUSTOM- TIBETO-BUBMAN 1 4 .0 1  J

x%??
"vicinal .members; and the family ‘ lo t’ for j  urn cultivation, (hill 

rice being the chief crop) is worked by all the capable members 
together. Without' this co-operation such cultivation would 
be impossible. Fixed fields seem to be unknown. In some 
parts, however (as among the Chin tribes), Captain Shake- 
spear notes that the village-site is located not on the, hill-top, 
but on the slope, so that a local stream can be laid on to 
fields terraced for rice cult ivation. Here we have the beginnings 
of permanent land-owning.

The central hills (Qtvro and Khasi) have this difference, that 
the inhabitants have more intercourse with the level country 
both to the north and south ; and in the Khasi Hills we have a 
strange tribe, settled as already noted. We arc. not surprised 
to find that the chiefs ruling over a group of villages sometimes 
adopt the title of Raja. But the Raja’s authority is small, as 
everything is decided in the village assembly under the village 
chief; and contiguous villages will cause their chiefs to assem­
ble to discuss a matter that interests several, of them in common,

I  have come across an interesting article on the Khasi Hills.1 
The author states that these hills were divided into twenty-three 
petty ‘ States,’ each having its own ‘ Raja.’ This chief, however, 
has but little authority, except in administering justice; he 
receives a small revenue or tribute in kind from traders ami 
others, and has something from fines; there is no regular land- 
revenue, as there is but little permanent cultivation. As usual, 
public business is decided at a meeting called in the name of 
the Raja; and in each village any matter of local dispute is 
decided by such an assembly in the village.2 The proceedings

1 Calcutta Bevietv (Reprint of 1884), vpl. xxvii. September 1850,
2 See article alluded to, p. 24. ‘ The village is assembled by warning 

given the previous evening. The crier goes out at an hour when the people 
are likely to have returned home, and, placing himself at some suitable 
spot, where he is likely to be heard, he attracts attention by a prolonged 
unearthly yell, and then delivers himself of his errand: “Kmo l Thou 
a fellow-villager, thou a follow-creature, thou an old man, thou who art 
grown up, &o„ thou who art great, thou who art little ! H ei! in his own 
village, in his own place! Hei t there is a quarrel! Hei ! because there 
is a contest! Hei t to come to sit together! Hei / to come to deliberate 
together! Hei l ye are forbidden ! Hei / ye are scopjped to draw water 
then, to cut firewood then! No Hei I to go to work then ! No Hei I to

L



are opened by the village priest, and witnesses are heard. The 
chief at the end states what he thinks about the matter in 
dispute— ■ making at the same time a hearty appeal to the 
assembled villagers—“ Is it not so, my young, energetic ones ? ” ’
To which they respond unitedly, ‘ Yes, it is so, young energetic 
ones, ’ and the matter is thus settled. I t  will not fail to be 
noticed how prominent the idea of assemblies is in all the races 
of thifj group. We shall, however, find similar assemblies, both 
local and tribal, to be a feature of Yedic life among the early 
Aryans.

I t is to be hoped that, with regard to these tribes and the 
Shan and Karens in Burma, we may have more definite informa­
tion as to how the tribal, or clan, and village, areas for cultivation 
and for general occupation, are determined on. So much only 
can at present be said, that some such allotment is apparent, 
and that the tribal stage, with the feeling of equal right to a 
share for each household or family or individual, as the case 
may be, ia recognised. Community in property, except for the 
necessary co-operation of all hands in a family or household for 
forest-clearing, can hardly be looked for.

We may now turn to B urma, where we expect to find the 
most characteristic exhibition of the customs of the group we 
are considering. The population is, as a whole, scanty. It- is 
only, in fact, in certain districts in the rice-plains or valleys of the 
great rivers that the cultivation is continuous in area ancl the 
people fairly numerous. There are no jointly-owned villages 
on the Indian model; but villages of the other type are every­
where found, and there is a tendency, I  am told, for families of 
the same descent to settle together. In  Burma it is quite pos­
sible that elements of custom of diverse origin may be found ; 
there is of course the Mongol element (Sai or Shan) strongly 
represented; but there is reason to believe that some tribes, 
known as Talaing, were Dravidian and came from the South of 
India. They call themselves Mnn or Mwun. There was also 
a small Aryan element.

descend to the valley then ! H ei ! now come forth Hei I the hearing 
is to be all in company ! Hei ! the listening attentively then ia to be all 
together ! H ei ! for his own king 1 Hei / for his own m aster! lest 
destruction come, lest piercing overtake u s ! E a w ! come forth now, 
fallow-men 1 ” ’
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In early times, but at a much later date than the Barman 
annalists place it, 1 * some Kshatriya prince and his followers 
made their way, by Manipur, into the upper part of the Irawadi 

• Valley, and founded a kingdom at Tagong, on the IrSwadi, and 
afterwards one near Prome (Thare khetam).9 Another group 
appears to liave entered Arakan, which was not diffici7.lt when 
once Aryan influence had extended as far as Eastern Bengal 
and Chittagong. That such adventurers would be pure Aryan 
is, however, very unlikely. The Aryan element was Buddhist 
not Hindu, and its Pali language affected both names of places 
and the language generally ; but the Aryan people readily fused 
with the Mongoloid.3

As to the Mim or Taking, their chronicles have been so 
largely destroyed that little is known beyond the fact that the 
Irawadi delta and Martaban were anciently colonised from the 
East Coast of India, Taking is apparently connected with 
Tilincja,. The race is now represented (in a distinctive form) in 
Siam better than it is in Burma.4 * * * * The various Tai or Shan 
irruptions mentioned by Phayre need not occupy our attention. 
The overthrow of the Aryan dynasties was probably due to 
them. It is only needful to remark that there is nothing to 
show that there were no Mongoloid inhabitants in Burma 
previously; or that Aryans, or Takings, were the first settlers 
of all.

The Indian element, whether Dravidian or Aryan, can only 
have been comparatively small. I t  is not possible to trace any 
Burmese custom to either source. The Burxnan kings had 
‘ Royal lands,’ i.e. lands specially set apart to furnish an 
income to the Court; but this, though a Dravidian institution,

1 See Lassen, ii. 1047 ff, and Phayre’s History of Burma (Trttbner:
Oriental Series), p. 3.

3 This name Lassen thinks a modification of the Sanskrit Sri lehetrri.
See Phayre, pp. 10, 11, note.

1 ‘ The Indian settlers,’ says Phayre, ‘ gave to them (the indigenous
Mongoloid people) and adopted themselves, the name of Brahma, which 
is used in the Buddhist sacred books for the first inhabitants of the world. 
The term has survived in the form Mramnu'i (generally pronounced 
Bramrt). This term is evidently the origin of the entirely Anglicised
forms, Burma, Burrnan, or Burmese.

1 Phayre, History, p. 28.
t 2
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is also found among Other early races of Tibetan origin when 
they had Sovereigns and Courts. The joint succession of the 
heirs to property is not necessarily Aryan ; if it were, it would 
have become general in Burma through the influence of the 
Buddhist religion which spread over the country. Only one 
Mongoloid feature we notice, the tendency for the country to 
be divided under a number of local (probably clan) chiefs; 
these, when falling under some superior royal house, are 
regarded as subordinate, but are conciliated with local titles, or 
form a Council of State. Where there is a powerful sovereign 
like Alompya or Anawrahta. the kingdom is held together and 
extends its sway. When the reins of government fall into 
feeble hands, the dynasty perishes and the independence of the 
local magnates is reasserted.

Cultivation, in the hill country of Burma is by the shifting or 
temporary method (tmncjyu) ; permanent rice lauds and orchards 
are found in the level valleys only; we have no evidence, 
traditional or other, of any tribal settlement or allotment of 
lands. The early kingdoms, as I have said, relied rather on 
the possession of ‘ Royal lands ’ for their revenue, than on a 
system of land-revenue collected in kind, for the latter cannot 
be effective unless there is a fairly continuous area of cultivated 
territory. The kings did indeed exact a rice land-tax, but 
whether this was very ancient there is no means of knowing ; 
it never formed (even up to the date, of the Burmese war) the 
real, staple of the royal revenue, as the land revenue did (and 
still does) in India.

There is not, as far as I  am aware, any real word for 
•village.’ The term hrin  (otherwise written queng) is said to 
mean * level ground ’—i.e. rice cultivation as opposed to the 
temporary clearings on the hill slopes beyond. But though 
the various holdings are always independent, and nothing like 
a community of land or joint-holding of an entire village is 
known, th e ' holdings are in compact village groups, and the 
dwellings also are placed together, often on the banks of one of 
the numerous creeks or streams which so often serve also as 
boundaries between the Tcwm groups. Thus, without violence 
to terms, the /firm can be called a ‘ village.’ There is always 
the probability that such groups settled together originally

y^H
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on a clan basis; and we are nob surprised to find two local 
headmen, one chosen by the villagers themselves, and one 
(hjedtingyl) appointed hv the State, to look after the revenue and 
administrative matters. I have found no mention of any staff 
of artisans, serving only the one village, hereditary, and spe­
cially remunerated by free holdings or grain fees, such as we 
meet with in all Indian villages. 1

Land has at all times, in Burma, been, so largely in excess 
of the population to till it, that we may reasonably believe the 
first settlements to have been very much by choice—each group 
of settlers taking land as much as, and where, they pleased, but 
keeping together to a certain extent, both for safety against 
wild animals and against hostile incursions, as well as for 
society. The land is registered as the property of one 
man; and when he dies, his sons, and also the widow and 
daughters, succeed jointly according to Burmese law. If the 
holding is large enough, it will simply be divided into separate 
holdings for the several members of the family; if it is too 
small, the house-father will arrange before his death for one 
or two members to take the land and the others his moveable 
property ; or one member will possess and work the whole holding 
and pay rent to the other sharers, or will buy out their interest.
The Burmese idea of right in land is, as might be expected, solely 
based on first occupation and the labour of clearing. The later 
Burmese kings, at any rate, established the usual principle 
asserted by conquerors, that they had a superior right in all land ; 
but this was consistent with a practical hereditary right of private 
holding; and the seizure of occupied land was always looked on 
as an act of oppression.2 So strong was the right in private

1 In modern times, the land, revenue system is in effect a ra iy a h v d r i 
system; the hi.oin has become regularly demarcated, mapped, and regis­
tered as the geographical village division, which is essential to all our 
revenue systems (at least where great landlords are not dealt with). And 
there are now civil and police headmen, and accountant-surveyors to 
keep up the land records.

» See L. S. B. I. iii. 408, 404. The Burmese law originally recog­
nised seven modes of acquiring land : (1) allotment by Government
officers; (2) gift by the king; (3) inheritance; (4) gift; (5) purchase;
(6) clearing the virgin forest; (7) ‘ prescription ’ (as we should call it)
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"laild, that when it was mortgaged, no limit of time was allowed, 
to bar the right of the ‘ owner,’ or his heirs, to redeem. I have 
already given some account of the interesting phenomenon of a 
transition state, in which temporary taungya clearings are 
passing into permanent ownership.’

Our information about rights in land as understood among 
the hill tribes of Karens and in the Shan States is very limited. 
There are probably fixed territories indicated by natural features 
of hill and valley, in which the different clans and family 
groups have their several locations in which the taungya 
cultivation is practised over the suitable slopes taken in rota­
tion. Among some Karen tribes I  find it noticed that the 
bamboo dwellings are adapted to the method of living, so that 
there is no difficulty in abandoning one site and erecting a new 
abode. The houses, in fact, are like long barracks with a 
single entrance at the gable end. In these, several connected 
families live together, forming a sort of house-communion under 
the control of a family elder or headman.

Among the Slians, while the taungya, form of cultivation is 
practised by tribes in the hills, there is an abundance of per­
manent cultivation of palm-groves, gardens, and rice fields in 
the level, valleys and plains. Everywhere the organisation of 
agricultural society seems to be very similar to that of Burma; 
and the ‘ villages ’ are local clusters of families each with its 
own headman : a number of these ‘ villages ’ are united under 
the jurisdiction of' a local chief.2 One of the reports I have 
seen alludes to the difficulty of settling terms of protection 
or of relation to the British Government as regards trade or 
frontier affairs, because there is no really responsible authority 
over the territory to deal with. Here and there some chief of 
greater ability or energy will take the lead and maintain a kind 
of suzerainty for a time. It is obvious that a number of petty 
and loosely held local chiefships must always tend to fall under

or adverse holding for ten years with the knowledge of a former possessor,, 
who did not interfere to assert his own claim.

1 Ante, p. 55, and L. S. B. I. iii. 506.
5 There is a charmingly written paper describing the Shan States, by 

Colonel Woodthorpe in the Journal Soc. o f Arts, xliv. 197 (Ja unary 1896)..
But this gives no direct information about the modes of land-holding.
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some other authority. Hence i t  is that we see the Karen and 
Shan States, some independent and some acknowledging the 
control of Burma, China, or Siam, as the case may be.

In conclusion, it may be observed that, as regards India, these 
North-eastern races have become so mixed, and so altered by the 
adoption of Hinduism, that there is now but little in the way of 
distinctive custom to mark them. When they first settled in 
India, their stage of social progress was evidently a tribal one; 
and that resulted in the formation of small groups of families 
and a certain local dominion "of chiefs of territories. 'These from 
time to time are aggregated under the rule of some prince 
or dynasty strong enough to keep them together. No kind of 
community of ownership is traceable; but it is highly probable 
that every member of a clan considered himself, and was 
generally acknowledged, to have a right to a share in bis clan- 
territory, and to the use of the pasture grounds. Right by 
occupation and first-clearing seems to be the general (as it is the 
most natural) basis of title in a country where every acre has 
to be won from the primeval jungle under considerable diffi- , 
cullies.

S ection I I .—Kola run Customs

There is really no need for a separate section under this 
heading, except to contain a notice of the surviving and apparently 
unchanged customs of the Ho and MuiulCt, tribes (so called Kol), 
who found refuge in ancient days in the plateau-land of Chutiya- 
Nagpur, and to include some customs of the Santdl people 
in Bengal. These are distinctly non-Aryan customs; and they 
seem also to differ from the purely Dravidian customs also to be 
found in Chutiya-Nagpur, in Hill Orissa, and in the South.
They are accordingly described under a separate heading, but 
merely for convenience, and without any intention to formu­
late any opinion as to how far Kolarian races are ethnically 
distinct on the one hand from the Tibeto-Burman group 
with whom they have a certain amount of affinity, 1 and how

1 This curiously appears in small matters—e.g. that the Tibeto-Bnrmans 
make no use of milk, nor do the Kolarian. In point of language f am 
informed that the speech of the Ao, Mundfi, and SwUM tribes has points



far, on the other hand, they may be connected with some of 
the more northern-dwelling Dravidian races, which Dr, G. 
Oppert proposes to call the ‘Gaudian, ’ branch. .Nor need I 
enter on the question of the affi nities of certain hill tribes such 
as the Kurlcu or the Bcdga, since, being almost nomadic and 
living1 by t he chase, we have but little to learn about land-hold­
ing customs among them . 1

In this group, I will, however, mention the Bhilf as a 
portion of the race has locally settled down to agricultural life 
in the Vindhyan country; and here we see the outlines of a 
tribal settlement. ‘ In the Udaipur State,’ says Sir W . Hunter,15 
‘ they are now settled in little hamlets, each homestead being 
built on a separate hillock, so as to render it impossible for their 
enemies to surprise a whole village at once.’ I’y ‘village’ 
is meant a group of such separate homesteads, which is 
called para, or fa rm }  The groups are. small, and. separated by 
the cultivated and waste lands held by each. Each has a chief, 
called T am , In a tract sixty miles by ten (from Mandu as a 
centre) in Mftlwa, it was found that there were I 12  pdm, each 
on the average containing nine huts or cottages, with four or five 
persons to each, dwelling. There seems also to be some larger 
clan-grouping, but this is not clear ; and the Bhtls acknowledged 
a chief of their own, who called himself hv the Hindi title of 
R/lwat.6

of contact with that of the Klumiya hillmen of Assam, and that of the 
Mac in North-eastern Bengal See J. l i .  A. S. xx. part iii. 829 ; Cunning­
ham, Anc. Geog. p. 506.

’ Those tribes in the Melgluit Hills are in a very primitive condition, 
and are described as very dark-skinned and with Mongoloid features.
Even if they are of the same stock as the M anila  (compare Colonel Dalton’s 
description of those latter quoted in Cunningham, Anc. Geog. p. 507), we 
are quite familiar with the circumstance that races of the same stock, 
ethnically speaking, may be now in very different stages of civilisation.

' Following the Census Report of 1891, p. 147 (Parliamentary Blue- 
book).

3 See Hunter, Short History, Sc., p. 48, and Imp. Gazetteer, ii. 888.
1 Malcolm, Memoir o f Central India, ii. 58,54, and 184, In Appen­

dix XIV. C, the author gives a sort of census of the para and their popula ­
tion.

8 Some of the families may have a certain admixture of Aryan blood 
See p. 114, ante.
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Turning next to t ie  ewb ride of India, the interesting feature 
Of the Ol.utiva-mgpur districts is, that they afforded a safe 
refuge to Kolarian tribes who have remained to some e x t e n t  m -  

changed. The Kolariam also came in. contact there with tnbef 
of Dravidian stock, and accepted their m  e, when the bdtor 
pressed in their turn by enemies, found their way into ohe same 
fastnesses. The ‘ K ol’ appear to have had no centmlised 
government, hut a loose cohesion of clams under chieftains 
and the clans, again, were subdivided and grouped m -o vi ag
communities of a special torn). . , , , ,

On the north-east of Chutiya-Nagpur, again, we find the tract 
called the .‘ Sant iil Pergurmahs,’ from its being chiefly peop.exl 
by another tribe, the Scmtdl, also marked by Kolarian customs.
The settlement of these latter in. this locality dates only from 
the eighteenth century, when they were driven by the oppres­
sion of the Marathas from their former home m Orissa

The ‘ Kol,’ 2 says Mr. Hewitt, ‘ still form the bulk of the 
population in the east of Chutiyii-Nagpur ; but in the west they 
have been deprived of the best lands by the bond and Uraon (D a- 
vidian) invaders, whose superior organisation made them, perma­
nent rulers of the country.’ The British districts of H a.an- 
biigh (with. Lohardaga), Hinghhhiim, andM i:\nbhum, are Urge y 
peopled by Mundd, ItorM  (or Ho), and B k m y respectively 

Ho adds Munda,’ says Mr. Hewitt, ‘who now hold 
what must have been very early settlements of the race in 
their progress westwards from Arakan and Burma, have . • 
maintained themselves as a separate end distinct people from

. The S cm U ls  found the central hills of their new home already 
occupied by wild Paharia, or hill-people; but there was ampl 
the lower hills and valleys, into which the Pahiinas did not v

Art“0M^Uj ! r . ’ Hewitt was Commissioner of th is  division and know the 
people w ell; while his after experience of the more Dravnlian population 
of the Contra! Provinces gave him opportunities for comparing and con- 
trusting their customs. He has written an mterestmg articie on Chnt y 
Ntlgpur and its people (A s ia tic  Q u a rte r ly  R em ew , Apul ; . )■
S e  1 5  tribes are Ho and MancV, There are o&ers-he 
H u n t i a ,  &c„ but their numbers are few and their alhmties Utle k n o ^
The BMimj, or B huirljyd , are said to show certain marks of Uravid a
origin.
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the earliest times.' The Ho of Singhbhum have always remained 
independent; and though Uraon and other immigrant tribes 
settled in the Munda country and took the rule, ‘ tradition 
says that they were admitted peaceably: they imposed their 
own organisation on the Munda villages of the west, and left 
those of the east undisturbed .’ 1 The Rajas of the States 
formed in Chutiya-Niigpur were in fact Grond or Uraon in 
orig in; others in the neighbouring States are called ‘ Nagbansi ’
•—a Hindi name given to royal families of non-Aryan (probably 
mixed Dravidian) origin, and meaning sons of the Naga or 
Shake. Some of them have since been admitted to Rajput 
rank .2 In  fact, the loose tribal organisation of the Kolarian 
tribes invited the assumption of sovereignty by any neighbour­
ing chief whose family had attained sufficient dignity arid 
power.8 Of the other States of Chutiyfi-Nftgpur, Sirgujii (and 
with it Jashpur) is occupied by Goads and Unions.4 In  the 
western hills we find a separate Kolarian tribe, the Koriva, 
having the characteristic tribal organisation by totems 5 one part 
of them are stilt nomadic, but others are beginning to form more

1 Quoted from Jo u n . 80c. Arts, xxxv. 620. The Uriloii were a 
Dravidian people (see p. 110, ante), whose name is preserved in ‘ Urn a 
‘ Orissa ’ (= Ur,l or Odra-dcs), ■

- In the Central Provinces Gazetteer (Introduction, p, brvii.) mention Is 
made of ‘ the Munda Bujiis of Chutiyii-Nagpur; ’ but the Rajas them­
selves were either Union or from the Gond country. See also Journal 
As. Soe. o f Bengal for 1866, xxxv. part ii. 16. An inscription as old as 
a.d . 1078 shows the Raja of the Raster State as ‘ Nrigbansi,’ though now 
the chiefs are accounted ‘ Rajput.’ As to the advancement of the Nagti 
chiefs to Rajput rank, see some good remarks in tire Introduction to 
Central Provinces Gazetteer, p. Ixiv. ff.

:t I am not aware, of any instance of a certainly Kolarian clan giving 
rise to a ruling house. I t is probably by a mistake, originating with Dr. 
Buchanan-Hamilton, that the Ceru or Crm are sometimes called 
1 Kolarian.’ They certainly furnished rulers for a somewhat extensive 
kingdom in and about Bihar, but it is fairly certain that they were 
Dravidian-—possibly connected also with some other northern foreign 
race ; they were originally snake-worshippers, which Kolarians were not. 
Ultimately, of course, the still surviving remains of the race became 
Hindu (Beames’ Elliot’s Glossary, s.v. ‘ Cheru ’ ; and Journal M. A. 80c. 
xx. part iii. 354).

1 In Sirgujii State the Dravidians form 40T per cent, of the population, 
and the Kolarians 21-5 per cent. (Imperial Gazetteer, s.v. 1 Sirgujii. ’).
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permanent cultivating settlements. Mr. Hewitt notices one 
interesting point, which is that in this transition stage, though 
the families of the same totem make their dwellings together, 
they have as yet no fixed boundaries to the incipient villages,
■nor any village-hetulmen. At the same time the clan tpnitories 
are defined and well guarded, and there is an hereditary chief­
tain over each.

The separation of the several Kolarian tribes must have been 
of long duration, since the dialects, though radically connected, 
are distinct. The Ho tribe is divided into minor clans called 
kill, which are numerous, each having its own name. The 
Santala are also so divided.' The more settled tribes have villages 
in which the groups were (at any rate originally) formed by 
families with the same totem? The ‘ unions of villages or clan- 
territorial divisions of the country were called by some word 
which has survived locally as pwha. Each such parka contained 
from ten to twenty-five villages, and had a chief called manh (and 
by other names locally). Unless these chiefs became united in 
subordination to s o m e  ‘ Raja,’ they remained independent and 
hardly in a sufficient degree of relation to form a confederacy; 
though it seems that they met in assemblies to confer on any 
matter that concerned several of the parka in common. I he 
parha, or union grouping, is still traceable, and on festival 
occasions each one exhibits its own flag with the distinguishing 
device or totem.3 The parka, chief is not always hereditary, 
though he is so among some of the tribes. 1

1 Journ. Soc. Arts. May 1887, pp- 621 2. A nd see Dalton, Ethnography 
Of Bengal (Calcutta, 1872), p. 131 ff, The names of the Santal clans are 
believed to have meanings—perhaps names of the animals selected for 
the totem. One only is so recognised with reference to existing speech ; 
but the names may have been gradually corrupted. The _clans arc so far 
exogamous that a man of one totem has to seek a wife in a family of a 
different one. See also Risley, T. S  C. o f Bengal, ii. 280 (Glossary).

' See J. B. A. 8. xx. (1889) 830, where Mr. Hewitt remarks on 
the absence o! the village priest, and that the villages in one group or 
union are served by the same priest, who goes on circuit and propitiates 
both the village deity and the desaull, or territorial deities.

» Journ. Soc. Arts, xxv. 622; also Risley, T. $ C. of Bengal, ii. 105, 
Glossary.



Each separate group of families or village had its own 
headman, known as mtimM among the IIo and Manila tribes, 
mdnjiil among the Santal, and sinidr (a later borrowed H in­
dustani word) among the BhumijV In  the more settled Ho 
and Murnla districts we find the village-headman quite a 
permanent institution ; and there is a village-priest also, though 
not hereditary. There are some other village officers, but these 
were probably added at a later time by the ruler, for the pur­
pose of control and for facilitating his revenue collections.
When a permanent cultivating settlement was made, and the 
jungle was cleared, a grove (sarnd) was left as the sacred abode 
of the village gods; but the grove has often dwindled to a 
single tree.

I t  is worthy of remark that this idea of a village sacred 
tree or grove is not confined to the Kolarian tribes, though 
it may have originated with them in the remote past. I t  is 
noticeable among the Southern Dravidians (e.g. the Bevam-lmlil, 
or sacred groves of Coorg). True it  is that the circumstances \  
of Eastern life in all the provinces of the plains would make a 
grove or a large shady tree almost a necessity of existence 
where any place of public meeting was required ; but this alone 
Would not account for the idea of sanctity connected with the 
tree; and we find that in the provinces where the country is 
barer, the planting of a tree is an essential feature of the village 
foundation. In the dry and almost treeless plains of the South­
eastern Punjab, among a totally different class of people, we shall 
notice a  custom of driving in a stake ('morl), cut from a particular 
kind of tree, at the foundation of a ne^v village, and how very 
lucky is the omen if the stake should be induced to strike 
root and grow into a tree ; a result which would only occur with 
certain species and under favourable conditions.

But to return to the Kolarian village. The headman is the 
person to allot the lands within the area, and to settle any

1 This is perhaps owing to the circumstance that in Manbhum and 
Bantbhum districts the Bimmij have so frequently become g h a tw fd  or 
frontier militia and wardens of the marches under the local ru ler; hence 
they have become familiar with the modern military title S ir d a r  (= troop- 
leader).

t ip  §L
t h e  I n d i a n  v i l l a g e  c o m m iin it v
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dispute as to the location of a family. As each village begins 
fo outgrow its limits, small hamlets (to lc tj are formed outside, in 
the waste, but still consider themselves as portions of the parent- 
village ; for the headman is temporary and * acts, in concert 
with the original mv.wla} He only attains separate rank, and 
the office becomes hereditary in Iris family, when the hamlet has 
developed into a separate village.

The villages of the Santals have been picturesquely rather 
than fully described. Tribal areas, like the pwtia, are recog­
nised, and are under a chief now called pcm/anait: his functions 
are chiefly social, and he gives his sanction to all marriages and 
consults with the village elders on occasion, All the families 
have their separate holdings, and the headman settles any 
dispute; the stage of society is purely patriarchal.2 As the 
Santals have only moved within a century to their present 
home, every village must have been founded separately under a 
f.ianjhl? Accordingly, the spirit of the original head of the 
group (manjld-iumcm,) is worshipped in the village sacred grove, 
and the existing mamjH derives his hereditary authority from 
him. But there is a second headman (prarmml-) described as a 
‘ deputy,’ Both these officers are aided by an ‘ executive,’ jag- 
m injhi (also with a deputy), who sees to the actual execution of 
orders and the routine business, while themanjhi sits and issues the 
orders, and, as Hunter adds, only ‘ interferes on great occasions.’
The jag-mmjhl seems also to act as a sort of censor of the morals 
of youth; and his control lasts till they are married.4 Each

‘ Journ. Soc, A r ts , May 1887, p. 621.
2 A nnals o f  R u r a l  B engal, i. 217 ff j and see Eisley, T . A C. o f  B en ga l, 

ii. (Glossary), 234.
3 I write this word as I  find it. I  am not really aware whether it is 

manjlii or manji, and whether the a is long or short (a or i). Wilson 
gives tmnjhi, but then he identifies it with the Hindi word of the same 
form, meaning steersman of a boat; so does Eisley, who also say s that 
Wanda is Sanskrit. I should like to feel sure that these words and others 
of the kind are not much older than Sanskrit, and that they were not 
given to the literary language from an older dialeet.

4 The Santiils, like other Kolarians, do not adopt the plan of keeping 
all the youth of the village together—the males in one house, the girls in 
another. This is a Dravidian custom.
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village has its watchman and its priest (naihi) to scare away evil 
spirits. The pram&nik was specially concerned in  seeing that 
there was an equable distribution of land, so that all the families 
might share and share alike, and not that one set should mono­
polise all the good land and leave the bad to the rest. I t  will be 
observed that there is no appearance of any joint-ownership 
among the village bodies : the 4 title ’ to land is by occupation 
and clearing, under the direction of the tribal authorities; and 
the only idea of right in the uncultivated jungle is that it is 
within the territory of this or that parhd and cannot be en­
croached on by another.

A few words may be added about the organisation of the 
Kolarian population by the Rajas of frontier State . to form a 
militia to protect the passes. This has perhaps its points of 
resemblance to the organisation made by the Aham rulers (in 
Assam) of the subject people into groups for service. In Ohutiya- 
'Nagpur the plan had this advantage, that it conciliated the people 
by allowing a free holding of land to each man according to his 
grade ; and at the same time it utilised the superior knowledge 
they must have possessed of the byways and intricacies of so 
difficult a frontier. In organising the force, it is evident that 
natural clan-divisions and grades of authority were made use of, 
as being already familiar. The lauds held free on what is known 
as the ghdtwali tenure in certain British, districts originated in 
this w ay: the Raja’s rule has passed away, but the holders of 
land still remain, willing to perform frontier duty if required, 
but clinging to the privileged holding of land. In Bengal such 
tenures were common along the ‘frontier’ between the bill 
country and the plains of Birbham and the Ganges Valley : 
similar tenures are known in Berar and elsewhere. In Chutiya- 
N&gpur the rank and file of the militia (so regarded) are largely 
‘ aboriginal ’ tribes, though some of the upper grades of officers 
may be of different race. In the absence of any survey and record 
it very naturally happens that the area of privileged lands in­
creases beyond all bounds, and the Raja’s revenue is seriously 
threatened. Such a complication had arisen in Manbhum 
between the local chief and his subjects. A. British officer was
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deputed to settle the matter and determine what lands were 
ghdtwall, or privileged, and what were not so. 1

The rank and file of the clansmen (locally called chwlr) 
were grouped for service in small companies under petty officers 
called digwar— i.e. guide or way-shower A number of these 
were again subordinate to a superior officer, the sirdar ghatwal.
But in the land-holding arrangements for the remuneration of 
all grades we see something of the natural (tribal) grouping.
Each village had a headman called sirdar, who was, in fact, the 
mould already spoken of. Then a union or group of villages is 

k called 1 .ta/rfi and the union-chief is £ sirdar gkdtwdl.’ This latter 
officer, however, is one of the Raja’s creation, and he sometimes 
gives himself great airs of rank and dignity. But in fact he was 
found to he ousting or replacing another official called sadidl ; 
and at first various questions were raised as to what the real 
position of th is latter officer was. There seems to be no reason­
able doubt that in fact he was the indigenous chief, or mtinld, of 
the union; but in order to secure a preponderance of the Raja’s 
authority he was rather overshadowed by the sirdar ghatwal, 
though still left with certain privilege* and perquisites.

Section I I I .—T he Dravidian Group

Though the Dravidian races are very numerous and have 
formed the basis of a large part of the existing population, and 
though they are represented by existing languages liaviug a 
very distinct structure of their own, yet there has been nothing 
in their history or circumstances to prevent their progressive 
alteration and their fusion with other races, whether Aryan or 

. Kolarian. But, more than that, the gradual but complete adop­
tion of Hindu caste and Hindu customs has had a very great 
effect in obliterating the traces of earlier distinctive Dravidian 
tribal law or custom. The principal object of our remarks in 
this section is, therefore, a limited one; it is to endeavour to 
eliminate such vestiges of custom among confessedly Dravidian 
peoples as can be traced back to early times, before the Hindu

1 Mr. H. Risky, B.C.S. His elaborate Report to the Board of Revenue,
Bengal, full of interesting details, is dated December 20, 1883.

/^~% \ ' /<V
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influence was felt. These vestiges are more numerous than they 
are in the case of Kolarian tribes, but they are still somewhat 
scanty. ThecountryarounciChutiya-NagpurandIIil 1 Orissa—the 
refuge-ground, as I have called it, of early tribes—has also pre­
served to us the Dravidian village in what there is every reason 
to believe to be its original form. And there are a few other 
localities in which we find ancient Dravidian races evidently in 
varying degrees of progress; and here again customs regarding 
village life and land-holding have to some extent been preserved.
But Dravidian custom must necessarily have had a much wider 
influence than these special localities indicate. The main bulk 
of the population of India below the Vindhyan Hills was con­
fessedly Dravidian, and there can hardly he any serious doubt 
that the Central aucl Southern Indian raiyatwdri village, marked 
by the e dstence of an influential hereditary headman, and by 
the method of allotting free lands as the special privilege of the 
village chief and the accountant, as well as to remunerate its 
hereditary staff of artisans and servants, is the direct descendant 
and surviving representative of the old Dravidian form of agri­
cultural^ settlement.

I t  will be desirable, in the first instance, to give a brief 
r&»ume of what has been said as to the position of the Dravidian 
group of races in India. We observe that north of what I  have 
called the Viudhyan barrier we have now few, if any, traces of 
distinctively Dravidian custom. The Aryan population has there 
dominated, and has impressed its character and language on the 
whole country, so as to leave, it is true, a very large amount of the 
aboriginal element in tlie population, especially in the humbler 
castes and classes, but little of what can be proved to be non- 
Aryan custom. And not only Aryan invaders, but other 
northern races like the Jat and the Gujar, have had a large share, 
especially in the North-West, in modifying original, conditions. 
Nevertheless, there is reason to believe that extensive Dravidian 
races were once to be found even in Northern India. For this 
we have no direct explanation to offer. We know nothing of how 
such Dravidians came, and whether they entered by a route (like 
the Indus Valley) which would give access both above and below 
the Vindhyans, or whether they spread from south to north, or 
vice versa. The long course of time, and the absence of any
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apparent opposition to their spread, may have combined to make 
the diffusion of this stock on both sides of the Vindhyans pos­
sible. All we can perceive is that Dravidian races in  the North 
have gradually fused with, and merged into, a general ‘ Hindu ’ 
population, losing all definitely separate languages or dialects.
Even below the Vindhya, where the Dravidian element is far 
stronger, we find a distinction between the modified Dravidian 
type of the upper part of the peninsula and that of the South. , 
For this we can only partially account. In  the upper West 
of India, however, there is reason to believe that the introduc­
tion of an Aryan element—and very li kely a Scythic element 
as well—has been the cause of the difference. Indeed, wo meet 
with some curious local traditions which connect some of the 
(mainly) Dravidian peoples of the central region, such as the 
Gond, with the North.

At the eastern end of the Vindhyan country, as in Ohutiya- 
Nagpnr, the Dravidian races have become intermingled with 
the Kolarian, and to some extent with races o f Aryan origin, 
when these latter ultimately reached Orissa and the North of 
Madras—ah event which, naturally, could not have occurred 
till comparatively late  historic times.1 When we pass beiSvy-fhis 
Western and Central belt of .modified Dravidian tribes, we find 
the South occupied by almost unmixed Dravidian peoples speak­
ing their own languages; and, though these ultimately adopted 
Hinduism, it was by the. efforts of individual Brahman mis­
sionaries and possibly the occasional adventures of Aryan 
princes, not by means of any general Aryan immigration or 
extensive, fusion of races/2

Among these different Dravidian tribes and peoples it is 
evident that civilisation had made progress in varying degrees.

1 For instance, by tlio time the (Hindu) Grajapati kings occupied the 
plains of Orissa, they had developed the Puranic religion and a State 
organisation such as we find in Rajputana.

2 It is to be remembered that it is quite possible for the language to 
be much affected, consequent on the complete diffusion of religious and 
caste ideas, without any very extensive admixture of the people, and cer­
tainly without going back to any very remote period. The Orissa lan­
guage is very Sanskritic in character, yet no Aryans came there till the 
days of the OajapatikingB. The same is true also of the Marathi language.
(See p. 112, ante.)

M

11):



There was frequently a strong tribal organisation and govern­
ment, and we shall see southern kingdoms established in an 
apparently civilised form in very ancient times. Vast ruins of 
forts, tanks, and other works show that the Dra vidian people were 
builders; agriculture flourished among them, and it is impossible 
to suppose that the regular institution of villages, unions of 
villages, and territorial divisions, of which evidences meet us 
everywhere, could have had no existence until Aryan teachers came 
and introduced them. But in so vast a congeries of people it is 
not to be expected that there should be any uniformity as to 
custom, or as to the stage of civilisation attained. We find in 
some places tribes much more developed than in others. The 
physical features of the country had probably a good deal to do 
with such, differences. Some tribes would have been dwellers in 
the hills and so been less accessible to civilising influences. 
Others would have inhabited the broad and fertile plains, where, 
the difficulties of clearing the jungle once surmounted, every­
thing would have been favourable to the development of wealth 
and to the growth of the art of government. Whatever the 
cause, the fact of the difference cannot be doubted. The best 
races were civilised, and had cities and armies and a monarchy ; 
the lower races must have either fallen back, through defeat, 
subjection, and poverty, into a stage which we must call 
half barbarous, or have been isolated and never raised above 
a stage of society, which was primitive rather than uncivilised.
Nor must we forget that after centuries of local war, and, 
later on, of foreign conquest and internal feud, as well as of 
social and religious revolution, many changes, both in advance 
and in retrogression, must have occurred. Tribes may now 
appear enslaved or in the lowest rank, that once were important 
and wealthy. If, as appears to have been the case, the adoption 
of Hindu caste rules was,, in earlier days, the road to success, 
many tribes who clung to independence and refused conformity 
may have found themselves losers—forced back to a roving lull 
life and nomadic cultivation, or sunk to be the helots of races 
which marched more with the times. I t  is not surprising, then, 
to find that distinctively Dravidian customs can now only be 
found in certain limited localities where circumstances tended 
to preserve them. I t will be well to examine first the tribal,
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~~ and ultimately the monarchical, organisation, as it can be traced 
in Dravidian countries, and then to describe what are more 
specifically Dravidian land-customs, including the form of village 
settlement,.

The Dravidian Tribe and its Developments,

Of a very early tribal organisation, the Kandh clans1 afford 
us a still surviving example; and, from traces of tribal terri­
tories and subdivisions found in all parts of the South it is 
only reasonable to conclude that a similar organisation was once 
general. We also have some, indications of the way in which 
patriarchal government developed into the monarchical.

The Kandh tribes had long ago separated. One section 
simply merged into the low-caste population of the plains ; 
another allowed itself to be absorbed in the militia system of a 
neighbouring R aja; while a third section, which acknowledged 
the suzerainty of a neighbouring Hindu ruler, retained practical 
independence and its own patriarchal constitution.2 In some 
respects these latter clans represent very primitive ideas : wit­
ness the practice of human sacrifice, only abolished in our own 
times; in others they exhibit certain marks of advancement— 
a strong family organisation of an earlier type than the Hindn 
joint-family, and well-defined customs of social life. I t  hap­
pened that one principal section of the tribe inhabited a part of 
the country represented by the Bod and Athmalik States, and by 
what was once the Gumsiir State, near the Mahanadi River, now 
in the Ganjam District of the Madras Presidency. The rebellion 
and misconduct of Gumsfir in 18-35 led to the suppression of

1 The name is variously -written, as Khond, Iitindh, &o. The tribe 
will not bo confused with the 1 Gond,' from whom they are distinct, 
though ethnically of the same stock. ’Dr. Maeleana has collected a groat 
deal of the information about this people (Ethnology, i. 80-51). There is 
more than one dialect of Kandh speech ; the language is distinct from 
that of the Gond tribes, and has a resemblance to Tamil and Telugu.

* ‘ This section,’ says Sir W. Hunter (Orissa, ii. 72), ‘ wrung from their 
Hindu neighbours the position . . .  of free allies. A system of military 
aids, homage, investiture of the tribal chiefs and patriarch by the Rti,pl, 
and other feudal incidents, sprang up as the superior civilisation of the 
Hindu prince more and more exerted its influence.’
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the State, and consequently the Kandb. population, was brought 
under direct British administration;1 *

The Kandhs regard war and agriculture as the only business 
of life; they despise trade and money concerns of all kinds.
The families form connected village-groups; of these we will 
speak presently. These village areas are the locations of groups 
of families united in a larger clan-territory, now called by the 
borrowed Hindi name maltha. This is evidently the territory 
of some clan-division, which we also see as the nOd/u in so many 
of the other districts. Each village has its chief, and the 
mutthd has its chief, called ahtiya. When there is business 
which concerns-a number of villages, the village chiefs meet in 
council Under the presidency of the abaya. Just as the head 
of the eldest family in the village is the village chief, so the 
head of the eldest family in the whole clan-territory or muttha 
is the nbdyCi.- The general supremacy of the. various wulthfi 
has now passed to a Hindu sovereign; or, in the part of the 
country I  am describing, to the British Government; but in 
former days it would seem that the heads of clans would meet 
in council to settle matters of such wide import as to interest 
the several clans in common. There is another similar tribe 
called BhUyil, or BhvHily&, in the JCennjhar State,; but they have 
lost their original language and now speak Uriya. They have 
accepted the supremacy of the Hindu Baja, but it is curious to 
observe that they couple this with an assertion of their own 
independent title to the soil they occupy, which they maintain 
by insisting on the right to instal the Baja (putting on him the 
Utah or mark of sovereignty)—a right which they have again 
and again maintained by obstinate wars.3

1 They found a sympathetic superintendent in Lieutenant Macpherson, 
whose efforts in helping the tribes, and putting a stop to the sacrifice of 
aliens to the Earth Goddess, are justly appreciated in Sir W. Hunter's
Orissa. It is to Lieutenant Macpherson’s reports that we are chiefly 
indebted for our knowledge of details. Sir W. Hunter has rightly attached 
much importance to the customs of the Kiliwlhs, and the full account in 
vol. ii. of his Orissa makes it unnecessary for me to do more than notice 
those points of custom which have a direct bearing on our subject.

3 Each imitlhd has a priest of the Domna tribe for the whole territory.
This recalls the Kolarian Uaigd priest.

3 Of. ante, p. 89. An account of the matter will be found in Hunter’s
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Here we hare tribes with no monarch of their own, and
consequently...even with their strong feeling for independence
and tribal union-—obliged sooner or later to place themselves, or 
fall, as the case may be, under the protective suzerainty of some 
foreign ruler.

In Chutiya-Magpnr, on the other hand, the Dravidian chiefs 
developed a more centralised rule; and here we find the usual 
model—a central territory held by the Raja or greater chief, and 
outlying domains governed by lesser chiefs, in a sort of feudal 
subordination.. The ablest military leader among the chiefs is 
usually entrusted with tho frontier marches. We can still trace 
the site of the central demesne and its capital at Patknm, in the 
Manhhuni District.1 The outlying ohiefships were Dhalbhum, 
Barabhiim, &c. These chiefships at one tune fell under the 
suzerainty of the Haihaiya princes in the Upper Narbada 
Valley, but were not much interfered with. Descendants of 
the ancient chiefs still field the country when the Permanent 
Settlement of Bengal was made, and they were recognised 
as '■ Zamind&rs,’ of landlords of their territory, paying a fixed 
h< ad-revenue, or rather tribute.

All around this part of the country we have a series of Native 
States, and some chiefships not of sufficient rank to be * States,* 
but recognised as ‘ landlord ’ estates with special terms of Settle­
ment. Towards the west, beyond the territories of the Union 
chiefs above mentioned, are the lands of Gond chiefs and others, 
who were originally ‘ Nagbansi. ' 2 It is not known how ancient the

Orissa, ii. 114 ff. There are some interesting remarks about the Bhuirtya, 
in the State of Bonai, in Mr. Hewitt’s article above quoted (Asiatic Quar­
terly Review, April 1.887, p. 404).’

1 Hwen Thsang had visited this country, then called Kirana-Suvarua, 
in the middle of the seventh century. Ho found the poople ‘honest 
and amiable,’ and notes ‘ that they loved learning exceedingly and applied 
themselves to it with earnestness.’ General Cunningham supposes the 
capital to have been at Bftrabazur; but Air. Hewitt, with better local 
knowledge, points out that this place is not, near the Snbftnriltha River, 
as the traveller says the capital was; while Pailrum not only is so placed, 
but at Ilalmi Village in the neighbourhood, vast ruins of an ancient city 
still exist.

2 The Rajas and chiefs in time became Hindus and of course Rajputs; 
the Nilgbansi descent, of which they were once proud, and the snake-
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CLmtiya-Nagpur chiefs really are, nor when the idea of a mon­
archy was developed. In the case of the Gond dynasties of the 
Central Provinces, they did not emerge to notice till quite late 
times, and were overthrown by the Marathas. Seeing the very 
ancient establishment of some form of kingdom in the Narbada 
Valley, both in the lower valley and in the upper part at Garha- 
manclla, it is always possible that the Dravidian chiefs copied the 
institutions of their neighbours of Aryan or northern origin. In 
any case, it ia not easy to feel satisfied that these Union and 
other chiefships, though certainly Dravidian, were the result 
of a development unaided by example from without. Mr. Hewitt, 
however, to whose local knowledge great weight must be attached, 
thinks they were wholly indigenous.

We turn naturally to the more celebrated southern dynasties 
connected with the names of Pazidyd, (Jem, and Qold (Qord or 
iShozhd) , 1 which in early times extended over the greater part of 
Madras. The former was in the south (Madura, &c.); (Jem (or 
Kerala) was in the upper-west; and Cola extended over the 
whole Tamil country. They were known to the Greek writers 
three centuries B.c. In this case an indigenous origin can 
hardly be doubted, even if it be true, as it well may be, that 
the name Pafidyd is derived from, an Aryan prince. The 
other kingdoms have not even this asserted for them .2 Indeed,
symbol which they once engraved on their signet-rings, have gone out of 
tashion (see Central Provinces Gazetteer, Introduction, p. lxiv.).

1 Qold is spelt with the peculiar Tamil letter which is poorly repre­
sented by 11’ ; some think it, better represented by ‘ zh ’ or a liquid ‘ r - 
hence we sometimes find ‘ Sliozhii. ’ written. The QoU and Cera kingdoms. 
are mentioned in inscriptions of Asoku (circa 250 b.c.) Pandya was 
known to Megasthenes and Strabo. In  voh ii. of the Southern Archceal. 
Surv. Pep. there is an account of these dynasties by Mr. Sewell. For 
an estimate of their antiquity see Caldwell’s History of Tinnevelly, pp.
‘.16, 27, and Nelson’s D. M. o f Madura, part, iii, Professor H. H. Wilson’s 
sketch is well known (J. B . A. S. iii. 199).

- I t is quite possible that some wandering Aryan adventurer of the 
Panda House may have obtained a ruling position in the South ; and the 
capital, Madura, may thus be connected with the Sanskrit name of Mathura.
See G. Oppert, p. 98, as to the popular tradition and worship of Pdndavas.
Even if an Aryan prince did obtain the rule and give his name (or rather 
his patronymic) to the kingdom, it does not follow that the form and con­
stitution of government were Aryan, or that it was the first essay of the 
kind in the South ; such, indeed, is in every way unlikely.

■■ ■ ■ .
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given the strong tribal organisation which marks the Dravidian 
races, to start with, it is a most natural development that 
either in time of war with neighbouring tribes, or by the 
action of personal ambition, some chief of commanding ability 
should have taken the decided lead, and persuaded or Compelled 
others to act under him. That a chief thus exalted above his 
fellows should sometimes be a foreign adventurer coming with 
all the glamour of his romantic journey, as well as his personal 
superiority, and probable military skill, would be in no way re­
markable. All over India we are familiar with the manner in 
which princes have gained the rule over provinces or States 
with which they have no connection by birth, and in which they 
have no strong clan-connection or support. I. will only add that 
South Indian history has always shown the turbulent power of 
independent local chiefs, who evidently trace their origin to 
tribal chiefs of the nadu or local division of territory. In the 
days of peaceful tribal government such chiefs act in concert, and 
the n&l-kuttam, or territorial assembly, maintains its influence; 
but soon the chiefs are forced into more or less unwilling sub­
mission to some superior, or to the suzerainty of some (possibly 
foreign) dynasty; in that condition, they are scarcely heard of, 
but when the dynasty is overthrown they throw off all restraint, 
and resume their freedom, very generally becoming oppressors 
of their people. All over the South we find these chiefs with 
the title of ndyal-,' or palecj&m, and the like, who, after the over­
throw of the southern dynasties, became emancipated from all 
control. The result in modern times has been curious; for, when 
the provinces became British at the beginning of the century, a 
Permanent Settlement on the Bengal model was ordered; and, 
had these various local chiefs appeared in peaceable possession of 
their estates, and had they accepted the inevitable as the Bengal

1 Nnyak (Ndyakku, Tam.; Ndyadu, Tel.) in m id  to be a Sanskrit word. 
Caldwell (Qramm. 1 introduction, p. 29) refers these chiefs to ‘ the descendants 
of those soldiers of fortune by whom the IVuidy;! and Cola kingdoms were 
subverted.’ But in truth there is no occasion to come to any late event 
for the origin of local chiefs ; under whatever local name, the nayak or 
pdegdrn are among the earliest Dravidian institutions. Even in the 
days before the colonisation of (what afterwards became) Arcot, tradition 
shows the ancient Pallava territory divided into twenty-four kuttarn, 
each under its own chief.
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chiefs did, they would one and all have been recognised at least 
• as dignified landlords, with only a moderate permanent land- 

revenue or tribute to pay; and the prevalent tenure of the greater 
part of Madras might now have been that of considerable land­
lord estates or properties. But, so long had these petty chiefs 
been accustomed to turbulence and to unchecked indulgence in 
local lighting and marauding expeditions, ..m 'they could .not 
settle down to a new position ; consequently, they revolted, and 
for a time carried on what have been dignified with the name 
of * .Polygar wars ’ in the southern .Presidency. The result has 
been that they have disappeared—all, in fact, but a few of the 
greater chiefs, to whom the above description has no application, 
and a very few of the lesser ones.

There is one curious example of the growth of a Dravidian 
monarchy, and the subsequent conversion of local chiefs into 
landlords, which deserves mention. In Malabar, on the west 
coast, we know that the population was made up of various 
immigrant races from the South and other parts, including, in 
time, a colony of Brahmans*;* The ruling tribe which furnished 
the chiefs was called Ntiyar,2 The country and its language 
are Dravidian. There is a somewhat fabulous local history called 
the KemlolpaM. Of Brahmanic authorship, it is written to glorify 
the caste, whom it represents as the original owners of the whole 
land! But through the legendary matter runs a vein of real 1

1 Who must have been a comparatively late addition, as they came 
with developed caste and Puranic religious ideas, and so must have repre­
sented a time when the Aryan settlement in the Ganges Valley had long 
been consolidated,

* The Nair of books, Nayar is the plural of Ndyan. Mr. Logan 
derives the name from the Sanskrit Nayafta. I t is quite possible that 
the original name may have been different, and that this was adopted 
later with the Hindu caste. The whole details are to be found in Mr. 
Logan’s Malabar District Manual (2 vola., Madras Government Press, 
1887), which, in spite of some untenable theories about the origin of the 
Nayar claims to landlordship, is full of interesting information. The 
Bant caste of South Kanara has had an almost exactly similar history.
It is curious to observe that in this district, which adjoins Malabar, the 
date of the arrival of Brahman colonies can be fairly well fixed, and it 
docs not occur till about the eighth century of our era. (South Kanara 
D. M. i. 145). -
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tradition which is often supported by other evidence. 1 Prac­
tically, i t  seems that in  Malabar the Brahmans were content 
with a great measure of influence, while the Ntiyar chiefs were 
the military and ruling class—just as the Khsatriya 'Hajas and 
their Brahman counsellors became a feature of the Hindu polity 
in the North .2

W hat is important for our purpose is that this country was 
also from early times divided into districts called nud. ‘1 he iuld 
was.at a later thne subdivided into desum, which was a matter 
of military organisation, each desrnn having its quota, of men to 
send to the army. Traditionally, four of these w d  had the pre­
eminence, and the group of their representative chiefs formed a 
council to govern the country. But the plan was not successful.
Next we find that for a time a head chief was elected for three 
years ; but, this also failing, an assembly was held to choose a 
king from the neighbouring country of (Jem. (K m  was the more 
ancient title of the king.) This elected king was to hold efface 
for twelve years.3 it. is not necessary to pursue the history m 
detail; the time Came, as might be expected, when the overlord, 
by this time entitled 'jja/rwtnM, established himself foi life. At 
last the dominion broke up, when, as there is historical ground 
for believing, one of the kings became a convert to Islam and 
determined on a pilgrimage to Arabia. Curious enough are 
the legends telling bow, before his departure, he distributed Jus 
territories ; but they do not touch upon our point, and must be 
left aside with the remark that, though certain territories were

1 For example, the legend suggests that the Brahmans were  ̂troubled 
bythe ‘Snakes’ (Nagii, or Dravidian) races, and came to terms with them.
Malabar was once converted to the Jain religion, which seem:, m t >e 
South to have so often replaced the Dravidian snake-worship, as Buddhism
did in the North. - , .

« The Ndtjar could only be Cuclra, and are so ranked m the lirabmnmc 
caste-system ; but they are great caste purists, and regard themselves aa 
of very high rank with reference to the many grades below them (sec
p .  8 8 , ,.

3 Dr. Day (Cochin Past and Present [Madras, 1883], p. 42) mentions 
that at the end of the twelve years the proper course was for the king to 
commit suicide, or at least to retire into a hermitage. Dr. Or. Uppert 
(p. 60) mentions that the Valluva Icon, or Chief of the Valluva nad, was 
president of the elective council or assembly.
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aggregated under one head, the general condition which ensued 
was the resumption of local rule by a number of independent, 
and doubtless rival, chieftains. The lapse of years only aggra­
vated the weakness of such a system, and the chiefs fell before the 
attack, however short-lived, of the Mysore Sultans. Out of the 
ruins ultimately arose the claim of the Ndyar chiefs and their 
descendants to be jam/m.%, or hereditary landlords of the territories 
they once, ruled—a claim which was admitted by the British 
Government, though under much misunderstanding of its real 
history. This landlord ship, however, as usual, rather affected 
the legal status of the subordinate tenures than changed their 
form. Though not directly connected with our subject, I  may 
be permitted to mention that these tenures arose out of a system 
of ‘ fiefs/ or service-holdings, which Were provided for the minor 
chiefs and. yeomen of Ndyar caste, under the greater land-holders, 
or jemruddr, as they were called. Each of the subordinate holders 
had his land on permanent tenancy on condition of paying a 
cash deposit for the use of the superior or territorial chief; the 
interest of this sum was the equivalent, wholly or in part, of an 
annual rent. Such tenures were naturally not understood by 
British officers of the late eighteenth century; they accordingly 
were supposed to be a sort of ‘mortgage-tenure’ which the 
landlords had a right to redeem] and thus the position of the 
subordinate holders was materially lowered. Originally the 
idea o f1 mortgage ’ arose out of the fact, not only that the tenant 
paid a sum of money to the landlord, but there were customary 
rules for revising the terms on the death of the landlord or at 
certain recurring periods.

But to return to the monarchical organisation. Though a 
central government was established, the nad divisions long 
retained their importance. We continue to hear of a great 
council of 0 0 0  chiefs of nods assembled from time to time. 1 
This institution, in fact, lasted down to a late period, for in. 1746 
we find a British officer reporting: ‘ These Nairs, being heads of 
the Calicut people, resemble the parliament and do not obey the

1 See Logan’s Malabar D. M. i. 88, 89. It was probably a united 
assembly of the chiefs of the 150 tarn, or family groups, for each of the four 
leading nad.



King’s dictates in .ill tilings, but chastise Ms ministers when 
they do nnwarrantable things.’

'The earlier Dravidian plan seems to have been not to give a 
general produce-share or land-revenue to the chiet or sovereign, 
but to assign 1 : royal farms ’ or lands, cultivated by slaves, for 
the support of his dignity. We shall notice the same plan., on 
a smaller scale, in the mdnjhikas, or lands for the chief, set apart 
in each village of Chutiya-Nagpur. The same institution appears 
also in  the little kingdom of Coorg, where the panniya, or royal 
farms, were still recognisable at the British Settlement.1 2 In  the 
Chntiyii-Xagpur States we see further how the chiefs became dis­
satisfied, or unable to live on the original provision, and how 
they imposed the contribution of a share in the produce on other 
lands, exempting only the priest’s lands and those of the original 
settlers and privileged families who furnished the hereditary 
village-officers. -

Whatever, then, may be the antiquity of the monarchical, 
form among the Dravklians, and its claim to be pre-Aryan m 
point of origin, it is evident that from the remotest times a 
division of the country—evidently marking the territories of 
different clans under their chiefs—was a universal feature.  ̂ And 

• , this prepares ns to expect that some minor subdivision inside 
the nad was equally ancient.3

Dravidian Village-organisation in Orissa

Turning now to the village as found among Dravidian races,
I  will revert first to the less advanced members of the race, and 
describe the Kandh custom as regards the village, as I have 
already done on the subject of tribal-organisation. The tribe, or

1 See Logan’s Malabar D. M. i. 223, 225.
2 Coorg, it may be mentioned, is another instance of a country held 

by a number of proud independent chiefs of ndds withoutmuch coherence ; 
and so they fell under the power of a foreign Baja, who reduced the Coorg 
chieftains but left them their lands on permanently favourable terms, 
constituting the jamma tenure of Coorg.

3 In the early attempts to settle the ‘ Iaghire ’ territory about t hmglepnt 
in 1795-9 we find a class of people still surviving called Nutvdr (Nauttwar 
of the Reports j see Mimsi Papers, p. 8). These were certainly no,hi- 
vat, chiefs of the old nad divisions. Of. the Ndduvdr of Kanara.
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rather the clan, is first subdivided, it will be remembered, into 
mutthd, which I may call the minor-clan group, each descended 
from a common progenitor. 1 Each mutthd territory contains a 
number of hamlets or villages. We have no direct information, 
as usual, as to what caused the various families of one mutthd to 
separate themselves into smaller groups. But, however formed, 
these villages represent small aggregates of independent families, 
kept together not by any holding of land in common, but by 
some connection of totem or for some other clan reason, and 
under the control of a hereditary chief who was always, unless 
specially incapacitated, the head of the eldest family in the 
group.

The stage of progress represented by f he Kandh tribes does 
not place the family in the same position as the Hindu joint- 
family, where ancestral land is regarded as the joint property of 
the whole body, and the house-lather is merely the representative, 
and is strictly limited as to his power of disposal of any part of 
the ancestral estate.

Among the Kandh, the head of the family alone owns the 
homestead and all the land attached to it. His sons continue 
to live with him even after marriage; so that there is a sort of 
house-communion, and all share in the family meal prepared by 
the mother or—I  suppose, possibly—the grandmother . The sons 
have no property during the father’s life; it is only on his death 
that they will divide the land equally, daughters receiving [no 
share, on the ground that they are unable to defend their posses­
sion.2 The eldest son alone, unless incapacitated, succeeds to 
the chiefship if the father is village-headman. There is no trace 
whatever of each family having a certain fractional share in the 
entire village area, still less of any common ownership.3 There 
is no evidence as to what was the rule or principle of allotting

1 Maephorson’fl Keport, quoted in Orissa, ii. 72.
8 The father’s brothers succeed in default of direct descendants; and, . 

in default of all heirs, the land is divided among the other families of the 
village.

8 This is expressly stated ; see Orissa, ii, 72. Other Dravidian customs 
are noted, from Dalton’s Ethnography, in Dr. Balfour’s CyclopceMa, 
ii. (Art. Kandh), such as that the youth of both sexes are separated, the 
males having their own club-house, in which they sleep at n ight; all the 
girls are kept in a separate dormitory under charge of a matron.

■■■
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lands to each family, or even to each clan. I t is observed that 
the dan, or rather the minor-clan ( =fem/utthii) was recognised in its 
locale simply by priority of occupation; and within the mutthl 
it would seem that sometimes the boundaries of each village 
were fixed and the waste allotted to each. Throughout large ' 
tracts, however, the villages had practically no boundaries 
whatever, and a Karldh could claim any unoccupied land 
within the tribal area; that means, I understand, within 
the limits of his own midtha or immediate, clan territory.1 
Within the village areas, again, it seems that each family 
simply took put of the abundant waste 2 j ust , what piece of 
land suited its means and requirements to clear and cultivate.
Evidently a strong abstract idea of property in land had not 
arisen ; land became property when it was cleared and occupied ; 
while it lay waste it was hardly regarded as ‘property’ at 
all. No doubt, however, the entire area of land held within 
the wiiHhd location was regarded as a territorial possession, so 
that a hostile tribe trying to encroach would at once be driven 
out. Land once occupied and cleared was not only regarded as 
heritable property, but it could be sold by calling witnesses and • 
informing the muttha chief; this was done, not to gain his con­
sent (so Lieutenant Macpherson informs us), but to secure the 
transaction being 'known.® The farms or homesteads forming a 
village-group are not closely placed together; they are, however, 
so far in a group that there are recognised servile castes or 
hereditary menials, blacksmiths, potters, herdsmen, and dis­
tillers, who ‘ hang about the outskirts of the village or live in a 
separate row of huts assigned to them .’ 4 Thus in some parts 5

5 Macpherson’s Report, quoted in Orissa,, ii. 210.
2 In  1841 it was reported that only about one-eighth of the KiLndh 

territory was in the occupation of individuals, so that there must have 
been ample room for any settler of the clan to take up what he would, 
and acquire his ‘title ’ by occupation and first clearing.

3 The sale is completed by the vendor leading the buyer to the hamlet 
where the field lies ; and, calling together five husbandmen of the place, 
he delivers to him a handful of earth and publicly receives part of the 
price. I  find a similar form of land transfer mentioned among the 
Coorgs.

' This ia still the characteristic of Madras villages generally (see p. 68, 
ante).
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the Kandh village or hamlet consists of two ‘ streets’—one a 
double row of family houses with a barrier at each end ; the 
other a row of inferior huts for the servile families. In other 
parts the hamlet consists of a row of houses with the menials' 
huts clustered at one end. In  other hamlets, again, the 1 2 patri­
arch’s ’ house is in the centre, near the sacred tree, which was 
always either left when the clearing was made, or was planted 
on the establishment of a new location.

The village chief has no special holding of land in virtue of 
his official headship; nor do I  gather from the authorities that 
there are any village officers connected with the ‘ Raj ’ and con­
cerned with the collection of the Raja’s clues or with the exten­
sion of cultivation, This happens in later times. FFhe clan 
chiefs of all grades have no special remuneration beyond their 
personal holdings, though they receive occasional free-will 
offerings. Their authority is solely derived from the family and 
clan connection and eldership.

West Gocist Lancl-Tenwes
We may now turn  to the west coast districts, about the 

government of which we have already spoken. Here there are 
no village groups, and we have a totally different result of 
Dravidian customs. There seems here to have been, in very 
early times, some differentiating cause at work, because we have 
already, in the comparatively narrow space bet ween the mountains 
.and the sea, two different dialects, the Malavaiain and the T u la ; 
Kanarese 1 also appears in the north, and the Coorg (Kodagu) 
dialect may be reckoned as separate.3

Whatever may have been the original form of independent 
land-holding, we have now to take note of the Dravidian custom

1 Kanarese, or the language of Karnuia, more properly belongs to the 
north-west corner of the Madras plains—Bellary and the neighbourhood.
I t  will be remembered that, by a strange freak of accident, the term 
‘ Carnatic ’ has become applied to the east coast; really the Karnata 
district was in the north-west.

2 There is no doubt that India, show's many instances of the readiness
with which dialects become localised when there are any physical 
features of mountains and rivers to separate the people. In the Hima­
layan valleys it is quite surprising how the dialects differ one from the 
other, especially as to the vocabulary—the names for different objects.

■■ ■■__ ■ ■ ■



as affected by the adoption of caste, and of the joint-family 
idea which may have come from outside. Then, too, the whole 
country was dominated by local chiefs and their followers, with 
the result that, when their rule passed away their estates became 
landlordships with a number of subordinate tenures which 
represented the ‘ fiefs ’ or holdings of the minor chiefs and 
yeomen of the military caste, as I  have above described. There 
being no village-groups in the west coast country, the interior 
organisation of the jaurai estates was peculiar, and depended on 
the strong sense of union which the Nayar families possessed,
The basis of the territorial organisation, coming down from very 
early times, was the nad, and every nad contained a number of 
Nayar family groups called tam ,1 while Brahman groups were 
called grama and the inferior castes by other names. The lands 
belonging to each tam  were not, I  understand, necessarily con­
tiguous or even in the same jurisdiction. The group of blood 
relations forming the iwra is the taravada. Owing to causes 
which cannot here be gone into, the principle of the matriarehate 
prevails, and the members of the tam are as many of the descen­
dants from the common ancestress as remain 'united. The Nayar, 
and other families of rank, prefer to remain undivided; and the 
common property of the whole taravada is managed by the 
Kdmnavar, or elders of the group. The taravada Can at any 
time be completely separated into a number of new groups, but 
only when all consent. As long as they remain undivided, 
every member, male or female, has an equal share in the common 
'property, though no one can. claim to have that share separated of.
This family union does not prevent the members having the 
practically separate enjoyment of property arid of the isolated 
fortress-like houses, or rather premises, so picturesquely described 
by Mr. Logan. For each member who has his or her separate 
family house, with the fields around it, forms a branch called 
Mooli; only the theory is tha t the partition is not real till a 
legal deed has be*-it executed by the whole body.2 This associa­
tion, it will be observed, is very different from the Aryan joint- 
family, in which, apart from the fact that the descent is patri­
archal, the several members have larger or smaller shares

> See Malabar D. M. i. 82 ff., 181,138, 164-4.
- See especially Malabar D.M. i. 158.

( i (  ft)i (fiT
NON-ARYAN' C U .STOUT— I.)R A V I JUAN 1 7 5  I j l j



/xVXTxVx • : ^  ^

according to their place in the table of descent. The iarcivada, 
in fact, is a small ‘ minor-clan,’ sept, o r  gem, which recognises 
its continuing bond of union by blood as a matter of dignity, 
and has some at least of its property undivided.* But, in 
reality, the plan of separating off the residences and the fields 
attached to them (tavti/i) prevents the theoretic community of 
family property from being practically inconvenient. The less 
dignified castes, who have also the Hindu idea of the joint-estate, 
carry out partition without objection. * The process of disinte­
gration,’ says Mr. Logan, ‘ goes on continually, except among 
the highest classes, who pride themselves on maintaining a large 
common, stock.’ I should not fail to remark that the ‘ common 
stock ’ must, in any case, be maintained, under the Malabar 
custom of inheritance, I  had almost said, automatically. This 
kind of joint estate is quite unique, and could not occur in any 
community with different customs of inheritance. For. as each 
male member of a tamvmla dies, his share, as well as any 
property he may have separately acquired, must—unless lie has 
gifted i t  away in Ms lifetime—go to the whole family, for he can 
have no direct heirs; his children inherit, not from him, but in 
their mother’s taravada.9

To the north of Malabar lie the two districts of Kanara 
(Kannada). These appear to have had much the same kind of 
tenure as Malabar; only that, being nearer or more accessible to 
the neighbouring States, they had fallen much more completely 
under the power of the Hindu ’ dynasties. At one time 
Kanara formed part of the Kerala or QerCt. (Dravidian) kingdom, 
and then seems to have been conquered by Kadamba kings; in 
time it was prosperous under the rule of Vijayanagar and 
Bednur, and finally came under the Mysore Sultans. ‘ Prior to 1

1 W h ere  som e m em bers of the group h a v e  some h e red ita ry  local 
dignity  (ithanam), it is c u s to m a ry  th a t a  po rtion  of th e  jo in t  property  
should be m a d e  over, for life  only, to th a t m em b er for th e  su p p o rt of his 
position.

* T he t (travaila in no w ise resem bles the jo in t-v illage of th e  N o r th  Ind ian  
patlidari ty p e  ; bu t as a  g ro u p  i t  has po in ts of resem blance to  th c 'khel 
or m inor c la n  of the n o rth -w e s t fron tier in  w hich  com m on re la tio n sh ip  
is acknow ledged, and th e  e q u a l righ t to a  sh a re  in  th e  tr ib a l p ro p e rty ; 
only th a t  in  th is  la tte r case  th e  share is n e a r ly  alw ays d iv ided  ou t in  a 
separate lo t.

[ ! ( W f )  (St
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the introduction of Brahmans under the auspices of Kadamba 
kings in the eighth century /  writes the author of the S o u th  K cm ira,
I) . M ., ‘ the early agricultural population, of Tuluva seems to 
have held a subordinate position to the N d y a r  or B m t ,  who were 
military adherents of the chieftains who ruled as feudatories of 
an over-lord, who in his turn recognised some more distant 
suzerain.’ * In fact, the original separate holdings all over the 
district were gradually aggregated into lordships, under l im i t  
oasteinen, who were possibly of the same origin as the Malabar 
NSyar.® As usual, when <■ he chiefsliip decayed, the families 
clung to the lands as owners; and the principal kind of heredi­
tary estate, held by B a n t and also by Brahman castemen, was. 
the im llavarg, the estate going back to the '‘root’ or ‘ origin/
Owing to various causes, the estates became somewhat broken 
up, and so consisted of various plots scattered through several 
of the local aggregates of holdings (magane) which do duty for 
villages. They are held by undivided families ; and the same 
rule of inheritance by the sister’s son (here called the aliyc/r- 
srm tana  custom) prevails as in Malabar. The term vwrg seems 
to be derived from the registers kept up under the early kings ; 
a considerable estate of several plots would occupy a whole page 
in the palm-leaf books.’ 9

These superior holdings, which correspond to the jw rn i of 1 2

1 South Kanara I). M. i. 54, by J. S tarrock (Madras : 1894). North 
Kanara is described in Bombay Gazetteer, vol. xv.

2 They are now quite distinct. The Malabar Nii.yar have adopted car* 
tain limits beyond which their caste will not permit them to dwell.

* This word is derived, according to South Kanara D. M. i. 118, from 
the Sanskrit varga, which is said to mean ‘ a leaf.’ The writer of the 
North Kanara memoir {Bombay Gazetteer, xv. 182) interprets it ‘ account.’
But the Sanskrit varga means neither ; it means ‘ kind.,’ ‘ class,’ or ‘ cate­
gory,’ and is rather a term of art (used in grammar, philosophy, &e.), and 
so is unlikely to have come into use in connection with tenures—unless, 
indeed, it was locally adopted with some special meaning. On the other 
hand, many Arabic words found their way into use with the Mysore 
assessments, and very likely before that—e.g., waidegem, a tenant on 
special contract (Arabic, wa'da), and mange, majre ymauza, mazrd). I t  
seems possible, then, that the word is really from the Arabic warq, which 
does mean a ‘ leaf.’ Borne of the records spoken of (locally called hxdda,- 
tarn) were perhaps seen by Sir T. Munro as late as 1800, but they have 
since perished (I), M. i. 94, 95). I t is curious to observe that the superior

N
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Malabar, have, as might be expected, numerous sub-tenures, 
which really are exactly on the same footing as the M m m  
holdings of Malabar. The millgenl is the subordinate (military 
caste) holding under the mulavargdar. I t  is permanent, the 
rent cannot be raised; and the amount of rent is sometimes 
reduced with reference to a fee paid in advance, the interest of 
which is equivalent to a  portion of the rental. 1 Ordinary 
tenants are called ctiligene, or if with a specified term of years, 
vaidegSne.

In short, the anginal l>ravidian agriculturist holdings, of 
which it can certainly be said that there was no community or 
joint-holding in villages, were overborne by over-lord tenures, 
with their connected fiefs and minor holdings. Under these; 
the original inhabitants became serfs or, at best, tenants. The 
joint ownership of the superior estates themselves seems very

hereditary character of the varg was never lost. Similar independent 
holdings that have been established on escheated or abandoned lands are 
distinguished as swlairgeni i>arg—ijs. established under the authority of 
the Government. Though in every way as secure and as valuable, they 
are not niiila, or vested with the magic of high-caste 1 inheritance,’

1 oee bouth  Kunara D .M . p, 181. I  cannot understand why the Board 
oi Revenue in January 1818 should have written that the mulgenigarw^s 
a class unknown in Malabar. In  reality the tenure was exactly that of 
the MnaKkarar in .Malabar, only that in the latter country the details 
o!. tenure forms were better preserved, the country having been leas 
subject to changes by' foreign intervention. Extravagant ideas of the 
position of the ‘landlords1 were, however, early entertained; and, as was 
not unnatural in 1792, English ideas of tenure were largely imported 
nto the discussion. As already stated (p. 170), the holdings of the sub­
ordinate clauses of Nayar came to be regarded (and treated) by cur early 
English officials as ‘mortgages -with which they really had nothing to 
do.  ̂ Mortgages, as such, are well known in Malabar, but are quite 
distinct. This idea of ‘ mortgage ’ not being attached to the Kfinara 
■miilgeni, the two tenures were supposed to be different. But the Board 
themselves acknowledge the payment of the feo or premium, and in fact 
state all the features which show the real identity of the two tenures.
Both were in origin not contract tenancies, but subordinate ‘ fiefs ’ for the 
minor ranks under the greater owners who held the varg, or estate in 
chief. The mulgmi holding was originally not alienable; it seems pro­
bable that some of its early features bad become lost in Kunara, while 
they survived in Malabar,, and that thus the tenures came to be dis­
tinguished.

-s :
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likely to have been due to the adoption of Hindu caste; and 
i t  would certainly tend to keep up the position and the dignity 
of the families; while the peculiar customs of inheritance 
would help to maintain the joint-estate in the manner already 
alluded to.

Dravidian Villages in South-western Bengal

Leaving the W est Coast, as the home of so many curious 
tenures in which Dravidian custom has been only partially 
preserved, we pass to the other side of India—-to South­
western Bengal, where we have a survival of the Dravidian 
vill.a<ie-formtif\'.>n, and one. which indicates a somewhat more 
advanced stage than that which the Kaudh village represents.
The Dravidian form of village, as we see it in the Olmtiya- 
Nagpur districts, 1 was apparently based on the, Kolarian model, 
but more consolidated and better organised. Here we find the 
grouping of families, and their settlement in compact, village 
sites under their own officers and provided with a staff of artisans 
and menials resident and entitled to their regular remuneration.
We have definite village boundaries and arrangements for the 
extension of cultivation. Agriculture was always esteemed, and 
the strongest attachment to landed-property is manifested.2 In 
every village there seems to have been a more or less distinct 
plan or method of location, and of allotting the different hold­
ings. First, there was set aside an allotment of land (manjhi-has 
shortened to majhha.s), which, as its name implies, was for the 
support of the chief of the district (not village). Another land 
division, or khCmi (this is a borrowed Hindu term), was assigned

1 See pp. 153, 166, ante, where an account is given of the Dravidian 
occupation of these districts.

2 Mr. J. F. Hewitt remarks (Journ. See. Arts, xxxv- 622, May 1887):
‘The feeling of proprietary right in the lands bold by their forefathers 
was, among the families with privileged right, stronger than among the 
Kol. Members of these families believe firmly in the indefeasibility of 
their rights; and I have met Urti.on cultivators who have lived all their 
lives and held land in villages beyond the limits of their own country, 
who named to me the villages where their forefathers had owned lands 
which they had never Been, and believed firmly in their right to return 
and claim a share in the lands should they wish to do so.’

|  a



to the hereditary headman or chief of the village, mundd.1 A 
third lot went to the jpdJian, or priest, and waa called pahanai*

The families who represent the first settlers and original 
* first cleavers ’ of the soil are distinguished as bhuinhdr, and are 
regarded as privileged in, various ways : the family of the 
hereditary-headman always belongs to this number.

The rest of the ordinary, or non-privileged families and 
settlers (possibly of later date), have land allotments suitable to 
their requirements; but these were in  former days periodically 
redistributed, so as to give each holder his turn at both the good 
and bad. An exception was made in favour of certain holdings 
which were, fob special reasons, regarded as permanent: for 
example, those (now called jalsaztm, i.e. water-providing), for 
w hich the  cultivator had laboriously constructed a small reservoir 
by damming up the angle of some ravine, and so. supplying 
irrigation for his terraced rice-fields on the hillside. When 
new settlers were to be admitted, the whole of the holdings of 
the moveable class were redistributed, in conjunction, no doubt, 
with all the new holdings proposed to be created out of the 
waste.

W hen the princes of Dhalbhtim and its dependent States 
were well established, they introduced a change into the villages ; 
the old 1 chief’s’ lands (majhhas) were naturally appropriated to 
the use of the K ing; and a second headman, called mdhato, 
was appointed to look after the Raja’s interests ; accordingly, 
another special allot ment of land (mahtodi) had to be found for

' From this title of the headman it may suggest itself that the village 
had been originally established by Kolarian nm-ndds.

3 The pdhanai, or priest’s, land was curiously organised; it was sub­
divided into three fields to ma.ke provision for a triple order of worship.
First, there was the b hu t-khe tii, or provision for the local spirits (bhtit), 
and the divinities of the village (gdon-devatn), whose abode watt in the 

, sacred grove or tree belonging to the village; next, there was a field for 
the def ault, or deity of the whole district (des)—that is, the deity whose 
influence was conterminous with the clan-territory nnderthechief (manjhT) ; 
thirdly, there was the field called ddltkSiSri, or land for the service of the 
earth god (or goddess ?)—the general object of worship. Nat urally, in after 
times, as the people adopted the Hindu faith, the pillion tended to disap­
pear, and his holding diminished or else lapsed into the form of some 
revenue-free holding by the Brahman who took bis place.

»(®?j (fiT
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his support. And yet another group of fields was set apart; for 
it became the rule to allow what were called betkketd, or lands 
held free of payment, for the maintenance of the cultivators 
and labourers who tilled the £ royal ’ lands.1 2

But the time came when the requirements of the Baja’s 
Court could no longer be satisfied by the produce of the majhhas 
lands; possibly it was because the princes had in many 
instances granted or assigned these lands to cadets of their own 
family or as rewards to other persons. Whatever the motive, 
the custom soon arose of also levying a share of the produce ; the 
share was taken on all lands that were not privileged as belong­
ing to the deities, or to the bliutiiMr families, or to the village 
officers. I t  beca me the practice to designate all land which was 
thus made liable to the grain-share by the term rdjhas. When 
the days of the native rule passed away, and the Raja’s 
descendants were recognised as feudatory chiefs, or in other, 
cases as 1 Zainindara/ the majhhas lands (if not already assigned 
or alienated), became the ‘ Zamlndar’s ’ special holding, while 
the rdjhas lands became the ordinary rent-paying rcdyat's lands.
The older bhumhdri lands, under the theory of the landlord 
Settlement, fell into the category of ‘ tenant ’ lands also, and that 
without any legal provision for maintaining the privilege of the 
holders. This gave rise to many troubles and to more than one 
local rebellion ; for the older families had, as I  have observed, 
strong ideas about their ancient rights; they could not, and 
justly so, conceive how the Zaralndfir representative of the former 
ruling houses could be entitled to destroy old customary rights 
and privileges, merely because he had. become ‘ landlord.’ In 
the end our Government directed a special Settlement to be 
made, and enacted a law designed to preserve the tenures—viz. 
the ‘ Chutiya-Nagpnr Tenures A ct’ of 1869, supplemented by 
the local ‘ Tenancy Act’ of 1879. The bhumhar families are 
now exempted from any further increase of their ‘ rents.’i

1 In other cases we find the ‘ royal lands cultivated by slaves or serfs.
This was the case in Ooorg; the foreign (Haleri) Baja there assumed the 
right to the j lawniya lands throughout the province, and had them tilled 
by slaves. These Rajas also levied a land revenue, in kind, in addition.

2 I  will only add that there have been differences of opinion about the 
value and sufficiency of the legal provisions enacted. I  have been told



i shall not at this stage offer any remarks as to how the 
Dra vidian and other pre-Aryan institutions naturally produced 
the existing raiyatwari form of village; such remarks will be 
more suitable in another place, when we come to consider the 
connection of the tribe, or the tribal stage of"society, with the 
village grouping of land-holdings. But I  may notice how easily 
in the midst of such villages special lordships might grow up, 
and how in such a country as Malabar, for example, the excep­
tionally ‘ aristocratic ' joint-families, or taravdda, kept united by 
pride of caste and ceremonial purity, might have produced land­
lord-villages, held ‘ in common ’ or undivided, had not the 
features ol the country and other circumstances been unfavour­
able to the formation of such village estates.

But it will be observed that nothing in any Kolarian or 
Dravidian custom as such, suggests a joint tribal holding of 
village or other areas ; nor does it  show a village owned in shares 
by a particular group of families. Indeed, the joint-family does 
not yet seem to be in existence. I t  is only when we come to 
the Nayar families who have adopted caste and the Hindu law 
that we find their families keeping together and avoiding 
partition as lessening their dignity.

that protection was not carried far enough, and that in some cases the 
claims of the interested persons had not always been correctly understood.
I t  is only right to mention the fact, but f  cannot go into any argument 
on the subject. The whole of the details above given are derived partly 
from Mr. Hewitt’s papers and partly from various official reports and 
correspondence relating to the Tenancy Act and the recording of rights 
under the Tenures Act.
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CHAPTER V

TEE ARYAN AND LATER CONQUERING RACES AND THEIR 
CONNECTION WITH THE LAND

I s  the last chapter, endeavouring to discover specific customs 
characteristic of the early tribes over whom the Aryans obtained 
dominion, we could only light upon fragmentary evidence; we 
find indications afforded by occasional survivals in exception­
ally favourable localities, and we can take note of the general 
agricultural and social condition of parts of the country which 
are known to have been peopled chiefly by non-Aryan races.
We are entitled also to draw certain inferences from a number 
of incidents—each perhaps small in itself—which, combined, 
produce a conclusive effect on the mind. I t is hardly possible 
not to conclude that while the earliest settlements were in village 
groups, they did not represent bodies of men owning the land m 
common. If there was any general prevalence of the idea of 
a unit estate, or village held in shares at all in the manner of 
existing joint-villages, we should surely have some trace of i t ; but 
there is none. Nor does the ‘ Hindu ’ joint-family seem to have 
been known at first; we only find it among the higher Dravidian 
races, when they had taken, as they did almost with vehemence, 
to caste ideas and pride of religion. Once more, we cannot help 
noticing that the village of separate holdings is characteristic 
of the countries where the old or non-Aryan races were most 
widely spread, and were least disturbed. If, moreover, we turn 
to the indications afforded by the Aryan literature, we cannot 
help noticing that, whether in Mann, or the J'dtahas, or any 
other, when the village is alluded to, it is the raiywtv;uri form, 
with its hereditary ‘ headman.’ And in all the traditional

■■
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evidence we have of the early 'Rajas and their mode of govern­
ment, the villages are elearly groups of individual free cultiva­
tors, and not co-sharing lords of a petty manor. How, then, did 
the Rajputs (Aryans) get their joint-villages ? What notions had 
they about property in land ? As we have observed what we 
could of non-Aryan custom, so we may try and trace what ia 
specifically Aryan. And then J'at and other races have esta­
blished ‘jo in t’ villages as much as the Aryans, so that we must 
go on to see what further influence these later tribes have had 
on village land-holding.

Of the effects of the Aryan settlements in India itself in the 
earliest period, we have no real evidence beyond certain scattered 
allusions in Yedic literature, and some faint local traditions. 
We can fairly surmise that the chief feature of them conquest 
was the establishment of local kingdoms or chiefships. We also 
remember that one part of the Aryan tribes—that connected 
with the Panjab (or north-west Himalayan) Hills, the Indus 
Valley, and the upper part of Western India—was separated 
from the others, so that these ‘ non-Brahmanical ’ Aryans, as I 
have called them, had no part in the later development of caste 
and of all the peculiarities of the ‘ Hindu law.’ One result of 
this would have been that such tribes would mix more readily 
with other races, and with the superior tribes of the pre-existing 
populations, while very probably infusing into them something 
of their superior energy and organising power. I t  does not 
seem likely that the earliest Aryan settlers had yet any such 
definite forms of land-holding as to produce any great changes, 
except in so far as the erection of a local lordship is a change; 
such Aryan settlers of the humbler order as took to farming 
would in all probability form villages on the pattern they found 
existing. The more striking institutions which we associate 
with the name * Hindu ’—the quasi-feudal system of itajpu- 
tana, the old ideals of monarchy still traceable in the existing 
Hindu States, the Puranic religion, the law of the text-books, 
aud the complete establishment of caste, these are all due to the 
Aryans settled, beyond the Saraswati and the Jamna, in the 
Ganges plain. When we come to later and more settled times, 
under the influence of the Hindu system, the actual knowledge 
we hav.’ of Rajput and other similar tribally and individually
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founded villages, comes from local traditions, bardic legends, 
and sometimes from family histories, called kmmvall.

In the attempt further to describe specific Aryan (Hindu) 
customs of village-tenure, and the customs of the other North­
ern tribes who followed their footsteps and made Northern 
India their chief home, we shall find that the best illustration 
will be derived from actual examples rather than from general 
and abstract description. Nevertheless, a chapter must he 
devoted to the discussion of some general matters of Aryan 
custom. In the first place, we have often been told that there 
is a specially agricultural caste among the Hindus ; and this has, 
perhaps, tended not a little to spread the idea that Indian 
village institutions are essentially or mainly Aryan. This 
question of caste in relation to land-holding should he eluci­
dated. Then, too, we shall in our subsequent allusions to 
specific village histories continually mention the dans of Rajputs, 
and the establishment of Rajput monarchies and cbiefehips ; so 
that it is essential to give a brief account, of the constitution of 
the older Hindu society and its government—- as far as it bears 
on the land question. Lastly, we have some indications, in 
Hindu texts and elsewhere, of the general ideas held regarding 
property, and especially property in land, and these it will be 
well to consider. A final section on the effects of the settle­
ment of post-Aryan tribes and of the Moslem conquest can 
also most conveniently he included in this part of the work.

S ection 1.— A ryan  Caste in  its  R elation to  A griculture

Everyone who has opened an Indian Ce nsus Report knows into 
what a multitude of castes Indian society is divided; the system 
became so well established, and it. coincided so easily with dis­
tinction of race and clan, that, in a certain sense at any rate, it  
became applied to Sikh and Muhammadan people as well as 
those called 1 Hindu.’ These castes are the growth of centuries.
They have, in fact, multiplied, divided and again sub-divided 
times without number. Difference of caste, implying the general 
inability of one to eat, drink, or smoko with the other, and 
making intermarriage out. of the question, has arisen, partly out
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of religious distinctions, partly out of racial or tribal differences, 
and still more out of hereditary crafts, occupations, and modes of 
life.

In the Vedas we only see the beginnings of such a system.
But long before any idea of religious and ceremonial distinction 
was developed, the tribes appear to have, recognised a certain 
‘ classification.,’ which, in fact, became the foundation of the 
caste-system.

There were, from the first, priests, or rather singers of those 
sacred hymns and invocations, the proper use of which had the 
greatest effect in securing victory and abundant spoil. And the 
course of adventure which the advancing tribes were pursuing 
could not fail to bring into prominence the warrior class1 
—especially those noble and distinguished families which gave 
birth to the natural leaders of the clans, and which afterwards 
furnished the'Rajas and chiefs who arose out of the earlier tribal 
organisation. These two classes grew into the ‘ twice-born ’ 
(Brahman and Kshatriya) castes. Both, from the first, had the 
least possible connection with agriculture, except as over-lords 
of the soil and receivers of shares in the produce.

Setting apart these two chief castes, all the bulk of the 
people are merely spoken of collectively as Vig, which later became 
Vaigt/a—i.e. ‘the (Aryan) common people.2 Every invading 
army or colonising nation, however, comes with a host of camp 
followers and inferiors, probably of various origin; among the 
Aryans some had apparently been admitted at least to the outer- 
courts of t he community, and had conformed to Aryan customs. 
Accordingly, as the settlement progressed, so another (fourt h) 
group came to be distinguished. Perhaps one of the tribes early 
admitted within the Aryan *pale may have originally had the 
name of Qildra ; or it is possible that some of the camp-followers, 
or serfs, were called by this name.3

But no sooner were Aryan tribes settled in India than mixed

1 King Allred in his Saxon translation of Boethius remarks: ‘ Unless 
their are priests, soldiers, and workmen—gebedmen, fyrdmen, and weorc- 
men—no king can show his craft ’ : quoted in F. Seebohm’s English Village 
Community, 3rd ed. p. 138.

■' See Zimmer, p. 214.
1 That the fourth group was an after addition will, I think, be
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races began to grow up. In  fact, the Aryan influence extended 
as much by mixed marriages, Alliances, and conversions, as by 
direct conquest. Before long the converted aboriginal and mixed 
races acknowledging Hindu customs, alike required a new 
name ; they became fused into one general class, and were called 
(hlclra. The races who were not received into the pale at all 
remained ‘ out-caste.’

These broad divisions soon came to split up into many 
groups, and into subdivisions innumerable, and the old general 
names remained chiefly in books, and were used as generic 
terms rather than as actual caste-names.

The military caste of the older organisation is now represented 
by a few of the higher families, who still call themselves 
Ksho.triyd, as well as by the mass of ‘ Rajput ’ clans 1 and 
castes, some of, perhaps, 1 Indo-Scythian,’ and others of more or 
less mixed race. The bards early recognised thirty-six ‘royal ’ 
houses, which were divided into 1 Solar ’ and ‘ Lunar ’ branches, 
but included the later ‘ Fire-born ’ (Agni h d a )  houses,2 as well 
as, if Colonel Tod’s lists may be trusted, some Northern

admitted. The name Quilra, occurs but once in the Rgveda and that 
in the PurmhasuMa) but this mandala is, I  believe, held to be a late 
addition to the original. See Caldwell, Introduction, p. li.Ub am 
Zimmer’s note on Ptolemy’s Suclroi, p. 485 ; and on the subject gene­
rally, Zimmer, p. 204 ff. . . .

' I t  is curious that, as a general caste-name, Khsatnyii, or m the 
Hindi form Ohatri, has almost disappeared, except as presently noted.
It is commonly said that the largo caste of Khatri, the shop-keeping and 
trailing caste, derives its name from the Sanskrit Khsatnya, I  behave 
this to be doubtful, for why should the other form, Chatrr, also survive ?
The military, or royal caste, is now usually called Rajput (-sous of the 
king), and in some places, genetically, TJutltur, barons or lords ot the soil.
But it is curious to note that, as the Rajputs have in so many cases 
descended to the peasant rank, and become mere landholders ill villages, 
cultivating their own fields, the higher families disdain the name. In 
Oudh the chiefs always call themselves Chatri, and would be insulted if 
told they were Rajput. So it is in Kangri., (Ibbetson, Ethnography,
J, 450); the near descendants of the riding ehiefs returned themselves m 
the census as Chatri or Kshatriyd, to distinguish them from the Rajput
peasantry or cultivating landholders. .

3 This later addition is very remarkable, and points distinctly to an 
extension of the 1 military caste.' Sec p. 118, ante, and Tod, ii. 408 9, 
and i. 82.



princely houses-—the KrltM, Bala, Ih~.no,, &c. To these divisions 
belong all the multitude of Rajput clans of the present day—the 
Qmhdn, Twndr, Itahtor, Solcmkhi, Pramara, and many more 
whose names will occur in the sequel. Others, like the Jdrfu. 
Jkarej'l, and Summit, are probably still older, and connected 
with the earliest (non-Brahmanical) Aryans. The Brahmans 
have also split up into a number of distinct branches, many of 

1 whom are quite strangers one to the other, and are looked upon 
as inferior by the rest. Some have descended so low as to 
take to cultivation. AH the rest of the people, the original 
Vaigya and the Qudm, have long ago been classified anew into 
hundreds of castes largely dependent on trade or occupation, 
some of them being more nearly Aryan, and the vast majority 
being mixed, or more approaching the ‘ aboriginal ’ races.

That originally the Aryan tribes were a pastoral people 
is generally admitted. But a people occupying, even for a time, 
a country like that beyond the north-west frontier, consisting 
of mountain lands and intramontane valleys, could not possibly 
subsist without growing cereal crops ; and we are not surprised 
to find several allusions to agriculture as essential to life in the 
earliest Vedic hymns. 1

These allusions to agriculture in the Rgveda are often in­
troduced only by way of metaphor or simile ; and there is no 
description of any form of land-holding or mode of settle­
ment for agricultural purposes. The modes of tillage known 
seem to have been of quite a primitive character; but in many 
respects the same character attaches to the implements as well 
as the methods in use at the present day. I t  seems that as the 
Atharvan Yeda represents a later stage of Aryan progress, so 
the allusions in the book indicate a somewhat more extended

1 Kfshti, the Vedic word for ‘people’ in general, is connected with 
krx)ti=* cultivated land, and karsha, a plough (Zimmer, p. 141). But 
this merely shows that the general notion, of mankind living by the pro­
duce of the ground is very ancient. From the way in which the phrase 
panca krshtdyah, the ‘ five people or tribes,’ is used, it is evidently 
synonymous with panca-janah or panca miinava—i.e. the nation at large 
(see G. Oppert, p. 577, note). I t does not necessarily lead to the conclu­
sion that the early Aryans were naturally agricultural by habit, rather 
than pastoral.

(ffimv) (c t^ \ S y , J 8 . 8  THE INDIAN VILLAGE COMMUNITY □ L i



n

f ( i ) j )  S I
ARYAN CASTE, AND TSAIU.Y AGRICULTURE 189

or advanced agriculture. I t  is here alone, for example, that we 
hear of ploughing, evidently in the open fields and heavy soil of 
the G-angetic plain, with yokes of six and eight oxen.1 I t  is 
here also that we hear of the iron ploughshare (pavlmranta).
This, however, does not imply more than the primitive plough 
s till’in use. The plough—in two chief forms, one heavier 
and the other lighter—is to this day made in the rudest 
m anner; and the share is only a pointed cap of hammered iron 
covering the spike of wood which digs the furrow . As soon as 
the art of hammering the soft and excellent iron which abounds 
in the Himalayas became known, the preparation of this iron cap 
or point would be among the simplest discoveries, 2 So, too, the 
mention of water-channels (hhwnitra, Rgv. '•19.2) does not 
indicate any advanced artificial irrigation works ; it is just such 
a natural diversion of a stream in a valley aa can he seen in 
abundance all along the Haro river in Hazara, for instance, or 
in fact anywhere in the mountains where a stream is led on to 
the fields, and sometimes carried along the hillside for some 
distance.

There is no specific mention of the crops grown ; the words 
relating to the ‘ grain ’ are of general import only. It is clear, 
however, that though nothing is stated as to who cultivated the 
land, whether the tribesmen, or serfs, and subject people, there 
is no indication that agriculture was despised, as it  afterwards 
was. From several passages we gather that the plough as the 
producer of food was thought of importance; and in one place 
the singer, apparently addressing people in general, urges them 
to leave idleness and gambling with dice, and attend to their 
fields and to getting food. We shall have to apeak of the 
Vedic grama, or village, in another connection; but there is not 
the least suggestion that it is a group of land-holdings held in 
common, or in  any other way. But the idea of fields, owned by 
some one, seems familiar, from the allusion found to measuring

i Ath. Veda, 6.91.1; 8.17.8.
a The Sanskrit pavi evidently implies only such a rude iron tip or point 

as is in use at present; for the word also is used for ‘ spear-head.’ A 
rude process of smelting iron (in a malleable form) at a low temperature 
by charcoal, is evidently of great antiquity in the Hill States and in many 
other places.
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the fields with a staff of reed ; and to there being bare strips 
or balks (khilya) left between the fields.1

So far, then, as the early Aryans are concerned, agriculture 
appears to have been in no disrepute; nor can we learn whether 
it was the business of any particular tribe or class. I t  is 
probable that the very fact of settlement would have effected a 
sort of natural division of labour and adjustment of suitable 
occupations Some of the tribes or families would take to 
agriculture, and these would form the majority of those who 
remained stationary when the rest moved on. Naturally, there­
fore, the farther the Aryans moved into India, the more would 
the advancing body be composed of Brahmans and fighting tribes, 
and the more disposed these would be to relegate agriculture to 
the humbler classes, and to the conquered ‘ aborigines ’ and the 
mixed races who so soon sprang up and multiplied.

Whatever may be the true date of the Laws of Manu, we have 
no earlier literary mention of agriculture, after the Veclic hymns.
In Manu we are already in times of settled royal government.
The kingdom is internally organised into administrative divi­
sions under appropriate officers. The Vaiyya (the term is now 
applied to a caste) is represented by the merchant whose busi­
ness is with trade and with buying grain and other goods) he is 
regarded also as the owner of flocks and herds. ‘ The cultivation 
of land ’ is only casually thrown in among his permissible occupa­
tions as a subsidiary matter. And even so, the expression used 
seems quite possibly to refer to agricult ural land-holding, not as a 
personal occupation, but as a means of employing capital. At 
the present day the Khafri and Saniya  (traders and money 
lenders) i— the most non-agri cultural Hindu class in the 
country—are eager to buy and to hold land as an investment.
Thus in the 1 Laws ’ we read, ‘ to tend cattle, to bestow gifts, to 
offer sacrifices, to study [the Veda], to trade, to lend money and 
to cultivate land ’—are the ‘ duties assigned’ to a Vaiyya?

1 In Rgv. 1.110.5, the divine artificers (Jtbhti) are spoken of as 
measuring ‘ as a man measures a field with a staff of reed’ (Rohmtab 
in Grassman’s translation). In  ligv. 10.142,8, in a hymn to Agni, the 
bare strips or balks are mentioned.

* Miiimva Dharmasdstra, chap. i. p. 90. G. Biihler translates 
‘ assigned ’ ; Sir W. .Tones makes the Glossary addition * or permitted.’
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The author has indeed little feeling for agriculture, as in 
another place 1 he says that ‘ some declare that agriculture is 
something excellent; [but] that means of subsistence is blamed 
by the virtuous; [for] the wooden [implement] with iron point 
[the plough, be,] injures the earth.’ The idea that the Vaieija 
is the agricultural caste fw r  excellence is quite without foundation. 
Indeed, in spite of the employment of the term in Manu, Va^yu  
did not generally come into use as a caste-name at all. There 
is no general caste, so called, al though locally some unimportant 
groups may be found calling themselves so, for want of a more 
distinctive name.

What is perhaps stranger still, the Qud/ra caste, though it 
must, in the times we are referring to, have come to include a 
large body of settled cultivators of mixed as well as of non** 
Aryan race, is not treated as a specially agricultural caste, 
nor is there any allusion to ploughing or farm labour. And 
although the laws of Manu may deal more with ideals than 
with, actual facts, still it is very remarkable that agriculture 
should not have been specially attributed to the Qftdra 2 unless,

In  chap. ii. p. 31, we are told that a Vaigya’s name should be connected 
with wealth : in chap. v. p. 37, mercantile business seems to be the object 
of lus life. So in chap. viii. p. 118 the Vaigya witness is to be sworn 
1 by Ms kino, grain, and gold ’ ; if he wore essentially an agriculturist, 
attached to his land as Indian villagers notoriously are, surely the 
ancestral acres would be a much more natural object to swear by. So 
in chap. x. pp. 79, 80, agriculture is just mentioned as a means of liveli­
hood—when necessary; but trade is the most commendable for a Vcdgya.
Cf. also chap. ix. pp. 326, 827, 830, where the only direct indication of a 
Vaicya's interest in agriculture is that he ought to be ‘ acquainted with 
the manner of sowing seeds and with the good and bad qualities of 
fields.’

1 Ibid, chap. x. p. 84.
- Of a Cudra it is said, Manu, x. 99, 100, ‘ if he is not employed in 

waiting on twice-born men,’ he may principally follow such mechanical 
occupations as joinery, masonry, or the various practical arts, as painting 
and writing, by which he may serve the twice-born. 1 have not found 
any text which speaks of a Cudra agriculturist. The QM m  of the 
* Laws ’ appears rather to be regarded as the lowly camp-follower of 
the higher Aryan castes- but still within the pale; ho is not treated as 
wluit he really was, or very often was, an aboriginal tribesman who had 
accepted Hinduism, or a half-blood.



as seems probable, the then existing agricultural communities 
were largely, and indeed essentially, non-Aryan or of mixed 
descent, and therefore beneath the specific notice of Brahmanic 
authors. Nor can it be said that this proves too much ; it 
does not exclude the practical certainty that a large number of 
the humbler ranks of Aryans took to agriculture, or at least to 
farm management, with the aid of aboriginal and other races 
as their tenants and labourers. But it was just these humbler 
Aryan clans that were most likely in time to fuse completely 
with the original population. To summarise our conclusions, 
it may safely be asserted that all the upper classes of Aryan 
origin had little feeling for agriculture, and that India does not 
owe to them either the introduction of settled cultivation or 
(directly) any particular policy or principle of land-ownership.
To this day castes with some pretensions, though they may 
have been reduced to the necessity of cultivating their own lands, 
are usually in the position of proprietary co-sharers, or a t  least 
privileged tenants under greater landlords. The position is 
well stated by Sir W. Hunter when he says : ‘ We know that, 
the Aryan invaders never penetrated in sufficient numbers into 
India to engross any large proportion of the soil. That through­
out five-sixths of the continent the actual work of tillage 
remained in the hands of the non-Aryan or Sudra races, and 
that even at a remote time husbandry had become as degrading 
an occupation in the eyes of the Aryan conquerors as the 
tending of sheep was to the Mosaic Pharaohs. 1

S ection  I I . — T h e  A ryan  C lan- organisation and the  
‘ H indu S t a t e ’

I f  we make a general survey of the existing Aryan (Rajput) 
land-holding communities in Tipper India, and remember the 
fact already explained,2 that the present allocation is due" to 
an extensive redistribution and resettlement which occurred 
long subsequently to the original establishment of Aryan chiefs 
around Delhi, in Oudli, and in the Ganges Valley, we are

1 O rissa , ii. 206. 2 A n te , p. 121 ff.
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struck by one notable circumstance. Some of the Aryan 
agricultural communities appear in a still purely clan arid family 
stage, and have always remained democratic in their constitution. 1 
Otherwise, the Kshatriya class usually developed a monarchical 
system ; and this system appears in some cases constructed 
distinctly on dan-lines—that is to say,, the ‘ Patriarch/ and 
sectional chiefs become ‘ Rajas/ and Tliakurs or 1 barons ’ 
graded in a kind of ‘ feudal order. But very often also there 
is a single royal house or a single chiefship, which is quite 
unconnected with any clan-gradation, or with the presence of 
adherents of the same clan.

Both the chni-organisation, and the monarchical system as 
producing the Hindu State, are intimately connected with the 
history of village tenures. I t  is to the clcon-organisation of the 
Aryan tribes that we owe the features of those Hindu land- 
holding communities of the joint type, but which had nothing 
to do with aristocratic origin or territorial rale. I t  is also 
ultimately to the Hindu State system that we owe a large part 
of those greater landlord estates—the Zamlndaris, Talnqdaris, 
and other forms of general over-lord tenure— with which this work 
is not directly concerned.2 But it is also to the same develop­
ment, whether in the more perfect form of the Hindu State or 
in the mere local lordship of adventurous knights and scions of 
noble houses, that we owe many village communities of Aryan 
connection.

lb is, then, a matter both, interesting and important to trace 
back th.e Aryan polity to Vedic times, and notice liow ( 1 ) its 
clan-system was organised and (2) how the prominence of the 
Kshatriya or warrior caste has led both to the perfect ‘ clan 
monarchies, as 1 will call them, such as we see in RajputS,na 
and elsewhere, and also to those rulerships and chiefships in 
Oudh and elsewhere founded by single individuals without any 
clan connection at all.

(.1) The earliest Vedic accounts, though showing only the

‘ There are some excellent remarks on this in the district article 
Harden m the Oudh Gmeiteer, ii. 40.

• For the sake of clearness I omit, at present, all mention of the 
Muhammadan dynasties, which, in fact copied or adopted the Hindu 
system and thus gave rise to similar tenures among their descendants.

0
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germs of the casta system, always represent tile Aryans as con­
sisting of differently-named tribes, and as having divisions and 
subdivisions of tribes and clans, each headed by its appropriate 
grade of chief. We are also prepared to expect that this patri­
archal or social tribal system will be in part modified by a mili­
tary organisation; and the two together may be the source of 
some confusion in our minds.

The main groups or tribes in early Ary an times are described 
by the term janah, and the clans or larger branches by wig.1 
There is one passage in the Kgveda (2. 26. 8) which specifies 
the entire series of the divisions. The favour of the Father of 
the G ods, it tells us, is to be sought by sacrifices, &c., that wealth 
may be acquired through the tribe, the clan, the minor clan, 
and the families; or, as Zimmer translates : ‘ Wer den Vater der 
G otter fur sich m  gewinnen sucht . . . der erlangt Beute nnd 
Beichthum durch die Manner; durch Stamm (janena), durch 
Gau (viga) , durch Verwandtschaft (jawmcma), durch Farnilie 
(jrulraih) ■ 2 * Here we have the tribe or whole, then the clan 
(Gau =sc I'igii'). then the minor-clan (Verwandtschaft:
i.e. the wider kindred or body of related families that have still 
.some connecting link, whether.or not they have settled together 
in one village,® and lastly the close kindred—the existing single 
%mily—whatever may have been the customary limit of descent.4

There are various grades of leaders and chiefs; the ijrwrna we 
have already heard of as a cluster of buildings or fort of refuge,5

1 In the bardic records (and the Oar an, or bard, is a great personage in 
Rajput Courts) the whole tribe was called hula. The hula divides into 
■.■al M, or charts, and the clans into gotra, or got, which are septs or minor 
clans. In ordinary (non-royal) castes that had a tribal basis, popular use 
has adopted the Arabic word qavm for the whole ‘ caste ’ and got for the 
clan. Thus a man is described as Qaum Jat, got Sidhit, meaning a Jat 
of the Sidhu clan. Sometimes there is a further division of the got into 
al. The Hindi word al is traced to the Sanskrit avaU, or ali a line or 
row. There is also an Arabic word til, which has a somewhat similar 
.meaning -  progeny, ifeo.

a Zimmer, p. 160; Egv. 2. 26. 3.
. ’ The learned author thinks that jimmem refers to a * village eoinmu-

nity (‘ Horfgomeindo ’); but there is, as I  shall afterwards show, no 
authority for this whatever.

This question will be discussed when we speak of the tribe and the 
village, Chapter VI. 5 Zimmer, pp. 141, 142.
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S m  the leader or commander of such a place (grCmtmi or rrdja- 
pati) is apparently connected with the disposition of the quota 
which each centre of residence contributed to the clan forces ;— 
as Zimmer puts it, he is the ‘ Anfiihrer des Heerbannes der be- 
stimmten Ortschaft.’ 1 The clan has a chief called Viqjpatl.
Over the whole there is a Raja—such a rank at least is frequently 
mentioned; but the Yedic Raja appears very different from the 
autocratic ruler of later times. The office was hereditary, but 
sometimes apparently elective.2 No regular revenue or tax is  
yet, levied—in a stage of society which is still a continuous war­
like campaign—but contributions and gifts are ottered, and 
enemies are made to pay tribute. The king also, as such, re­
ceives a share in the booty gamed by a successful foray.3 The 
Ratjii is evidently not independent of some great popular assem­
bly ; and affairs seem generally to have been managed by coun­
cils of the tribe—of the clan, or of smaller groups, for more 
than one distinct term is used. The mbhd appears to be the 
council of the minor-clan, or other limited group; the samiM 
would be a larger gathering of the clan or tribe 4 over which 
the king presides-—rather, however, as primus inter pares,

(2) Out of such a social stage we pas® quite naturally to the 
later moimrehy. The tribal organisation has to be strengthened for 
war, or ultimately for the domination of a conquered territory; 
a greater degree of power in the king, and of military obedience 
and loyal service on the part of the chiefs, become a necessity 
of success. The king himself rules the central territory, and 
the chiefs take charge of districts allround; the frontier most 
exposed to danger of any kind being entrusted to the one who, 
as smapati, or captain of the host, has the greatest military 
skill.

The land-revenue, arises in the same natural order. When

1 Zimmer, p. 171.
3 Ibid. pp. 159, 162. .Possibly elective out of certain suitable families 

only. In  Bgveda, 10. 124. 128, there is mention of the clans (Gaue, as 
Zimmer translates) electing the king.

3 Zimmer, pp. 166, 167.
: Ibid., p. 174. We shall see afterwards how this idea persisted in 

Rajputana, where the chiefs considered themselves tiie ‘ brethren ’ of the 
Riijti, and often asserted their right to be consulted, which the Raja, was 
apt to forget.
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