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~ PROVINCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS,

&c. &c.

C H A P .  I.

J7i<? ■ Principle o f the Company $ Government 

at the .Period o f the 'Jcqu iftm  o f the-*. 

Dewanee.

L o r d  C L IV E  Rated his opinion o f  the 

nature of this government on a minute, 

dated Odober 28, 1 76 5*. 44 As I am

not a very young fervant o f the C om 

pany, and have been twice honoured w ith 

the Prefidentfhip o f this ietdernent, { Cal

cutta)  I think I may, . without vanity, 

prefume, that rny knowledge is not. in-

* Appendix to Bolt's Consideration of India, p. 7S*

(im)
' x  *
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• jglMot to Mr. * * *  on the power and duties 

o f  a Governor.

“  T he refped I have for the laws o f 

m y country will always prevent my ex- 

ercifing a military force to apprehend any 

Britijh fubjeft, unlefs in cafes o f a very 

heinous nature, and when the offender 

might otherwife efcape from the julfice o f 

a civil power, to whom he mull o f courfe 

be given up.

“  But with regard to the natives of In

dia I cannot confider them as Britifh 

fubje&s; and the Court of Directors has 

cautioned us againlt putting our laws in 

execution on them. W ere we to confider 

them as Britifh - fubjects, our political go

vernment would be at an end; the power 

o f the Governor and Council would be 

transferred to the Mayor’s Court, and with 

it the whole authority of the Company, 

as if the charter for the eftablilhment of 

that Court had been obtained, to make the 

Mayor and Aldermen mailers over the 

Company. Belides, were the natives with

in our diftridrs to be, on every occafion,

(35p
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\V<^j4]fccu.tfed by the laws o f pur cmjnteylM' 

Inns o f Court would hardly be able 

to fupply us with a fufficient number of 

lawyers; awl the obje&ion would never- 

thelefs remain, that, i f  the Indians w ill 

not' o f their own accord comply with the 

forms of the laws of England, we have no 

right to compel them ; for what they have 

faid is true, that no Prince has power or 

authority over the fubjeds, of another 

Prince, unlefs it be by refiling in his 

dominions, or by voluntary conceffions, 

conient, & c .; and there are undoubtedly 

inftances where the Company s fervaiits 

could not juftify themfelves, i f  they were > 

to admit the natives to the benefit o f our 

laws, even at their own requeft.

“  T he Company’s advantages and pof- 

feffions in India are maintained by the civil, 

joined with the military, pow er: the ad- 

miniflration o f their Settlements, fo far as 

refpe&s * the id T e a s  o f Great Britain, is 

purely civil, except in l'uch cafes as come 

peculiarly under the cognizance of martial 

la w ; but the civil admuiiftration has a 

right to command the affiftauce o f the mi-

iS^f) f 1
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S i r y  in fecuring offenders. T his is aW  

lowed o f by the laws o f England, and 

is frequently pradbifed, though the two' 

powers there, are rather more diftindt than 

in India : here the civil Governor has a 

commiffion, as a commander in chief o f 

the forces, and, as fuch, has power in him- 

felf to exercife a military force in fupport 

o f the civil. T his is an inftitution founded 

on a very wife and evident reafon, for 

as the Governor mull always have the ear- 

lieffc intelligence o f matters relating to his 

government, and of importance to the 

public interert, it is neceflary he fhould be 

inverted with the power of providing in- 

rtantly for the fecurity o f the ftate; nor 

can that power be dangerous to the liberty 

of the fubjedt, whofe military difeipline is 

regulated upon the model o f civil admi- 

niftration.

“  But we are not to imagine that cri

minal addons alone endanger our principle 

o f government; it is endangered by licen- 

tioufnefs, extortion, venality, by whatever 

eludes, though it may not totally fubvert 

the la w s ; thefe, among numberlefs other

/
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Vv\ 3p f i4 y  will fall in) mediately under, the 

^ ^ ^ fva tio n  of a Governor, -and it is his duty 

to endeavour to eradicate them with :^ery 

exemplary fevcrity, when oceafion de

mands it. If in the execution o f his 

office he is guilty o f oppreffion towards t 

any o f His Majefty’s fubjefts, an a d  o f 

Parliament points out a legal mode o f re- 

drefs; if; his oppreffion falls on a fubjedl, 

he is ftill amenable to juft-ice. In any tri

fling eaufes, eipecially againft a Britifh 

iubieri, a Governor w ill act merely as a 

Juftice o f the Peace, but in cafes w hich  

afledf the Company’s affairs, m cafes o f a 

villainous nature between man and man, 

particularly extortion, which too happens 

among the natives o f this defpodc empire, 

whether fupported or not by u s; in cafes 

where the temper, moderation, the juftice 

o f the Company’s government is con

cerned ; in cafes of fuch a nature,. I fay, 

a Governor w ill not only aft as a Juftice 

o f the Peace, but as Governor ; he will 

not only, as a Magiftrate, commit to con

finement, but w ill, if  he judge necefiary, 

as Commander in Chief, a flume his m ili

tary power to prevent the offender s ei»

(fi? )
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• ;. ^ > e .5?—r “  A  black man aceufed o f  a hejjs- 

nous crime, meditating an efcape from 

juftice, is confined to his houfe by a few 

fepoys, and upon this circumftance alone 

M r. * * *, like a true leader o f party, 

thinks it incumbent on him to ftand forth 

the champion o f  his injured country, de

claims upon the Britijh Conftitution, civil 

rights, military force, arbitrary power, 

the liberty o f the fubjedt.— “  I demand,”  

fays he, “  that the guards be removed 

“  from the houfes o f the inhabitants, that 

44 not only I, but the whole fettlement, 

44 may in confidence and fafety attend the 

44 Company’ s and our own concerns.”  In 

a London newfpaper fuch an harangue 

might ferve to alarm weak minds, and 

draw recruits to the ftandard o f faction, 

but on the face of our confultations, where 

truth and fa fis  are confpicuous, it m ull 

appear a falfehood o f the moft dangerous 

tendency, calculated to anfwer the word: 

purpofes— I therefore defire the following 

queftion may be put, &c.

(figned) C l i v e .”

(3*r>
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(ifI f  n  33
From the above minute we may krtow* 

what was the Government at the period 

o f the acquifition o f the Dewannee, and 

we may alfo, on equal certainty, date the 

principle and practice o f the revenue fyftem 

at the fame period.

- /I' ■"
T he principle o f  the Company's revenue 

fyftem, applied to their territory, prior to, 

and at the period of, the acquifition o f the 

Dewannee, was a fyftematic deviation from 

the equity of the Moghul fyftem, as is 

fairly Hated by. Governor Holwell in the 

following extracts * :

“  T o  form a juft eftimate o f  the value 

and importance o f thefe provinces, we 

muft confider them at the period when 

they were governed by the younger 

Princes o f the Blood Royal, and fome 

years before Jaffier Khan's Soubahjhip, for 

in his time they began to decline and 

decreafe in their worth, from caufes-j- al

ready inveftigated.

* Interefting Hiftorical Events, 2d edit. Vol. I.

p. 178.
t  Ibid. Vol. I. chap. 2 .( 3 ' ^  I



' .. ......* ...l

f l l  1 m 1 .Q r
W s ^ t;^ / rom his demife, the country fo r ^ J L i 

u w  t^ars recovered and began to flourilhj. 

until within two years o f the deceafe of 
Sujah Khan, when, by the rapacity of 

Hodje.6 Hameti the Rajahs and Zemindars 
were again cruelly opprefted and plun- 

' dered and were 'thereby difabled from 
making good their contrails to Govern

m ent; foon after that period commenced 
■ the ufuipation of J!liver di Khan, that drew 

; on the Mabratta invalion, which over
whelmed, the country in mil cries of every 

kind for eight years.

“  The peace which the ufiirper made 

with theft invaders in 1 750 teemed for 
four or five years to promiie reiteration 
o f vigour to this handled country ; but 

its fluttered conftitutibu was fcarcely be
ginning to revive, when the ralh coududt 
o f the fucceeding young tyrant reduced it 

again to imminent peril, a juft vengeance 
and neccfiity drew the Englifh arms againft 

him and his country, which produced a 

revolution fatal to himlelf and family—  
neceffity again produced a fec'ond revolu- , 
tion— wantonnefs, a third— and when we
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fhall flop, time only will difclofe. A  few 

individuals may benefit by this fluffing 

fyftem ; but the total ruin o f the trade o f  

the provinces, and to the Company, muft 

manifeflly, in the end, be the confequence 

o f this continued warfare, i f  not timely 

prevented, notwithstanding the flattering, 

fallacious fuccefs o f our arms.” — “  T h e 

country is capable o f being reftored under 

a proper fettled government, and lafting 

peace; warfare fwallows up new-acquired 

revenue, turns the heads, and bewilders 

the Company’s ferv&nts from attention to 

their mercantile bufinefs; and the D irec

tion muft labour under heavy embarraflf- 

ments in conducing the two branches o f 

war and trade* —  A  trading and a fighting 

Company is a two-headed motifter in na

ture that cannot exift long, as the expence 

and inexperience of the latter, muft ex

ceed, confound, and deftroy every profit 

or advantage gained by the former.” —  

Let us boldly dare to be Soubah ourfelves, 

our own terms have been more than once 

offered to us by the Emperor; w hy fhould

* Intereft. Hiftor. Events, Vol. I. page 180.
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get hefitatc to accept them? —  
at fcrupled. to feize and poffels part 

of his territory with violence; furely it 
would be more coafcieQtious, and more 
confidant with the laws o f nature and 
nations, to hold the whole of tbefe pro
vinces under him by his own appointment.

“  We canhot enough applaud the lea- 

fonable measure of fending out Lord Clive, 
which we efteera a happy event. I think 
the Public will not doubt this opinion to 
arife from a juft regard to his Lordihip’s 
character, as they know we lie under no 

obligations to that quarter that might 
excite our pa rtiality

«* To fum up the whole, we venture to 
flake our credit and veracity on the affer- 

tioni, that the two provinces .of Bengal and 
Bahar will fully yield a revenue of eleven 
crores of rupees, or^.13,7 50,000; if  it yields' 
this under a defpotic, tyrannical govern
ment in time of peace, and- currency of 

trade, what may we not more expert from 
its improvement undera mild Britilh one* i ”

* Intereft. Hiftor Jgvehts, p. 204.
\ ljQO \



^  Governor Ilolw ell, in 1 759, had con

vinced Lord Clive and the Board that his 

reafous for the public Lie of the rents o f 

the Company’s lands by auction were unan- 

fwerable ; and the fale was unanimoufly re- 

folved on : he explained the whole to John 

Payne, Efq. the Chairman o f the Board 

o f Directors —  “  I had taken great pains 

to ferret out the real value of the lands, 

which was covered with almoft impene

trable obfeurity and difficulty. B y an efti- 

mate I gave Colonel Clive at his return 

from the Patna expedition, I ventured to 

pronounce they would yield feven lacks and 

a half, and the total of their fale on the 

13th July amounted to 7,65700 ficca ru

pees per annum, exclulive of ieveral referves 

in favour o f the Company, fuch as a con- 

fiderable tract o f land taken from the per- 

gunnahs adjoining Calcutta, to extend its 

bounds, and all the advantages refulting 

from holding the royalties and judicial pro

ceedings, &c. in our own hands on the 

Company’ s account: fo that I judge the 

whole produce of thefe lands (the before- *

* Intereft. Hiftor. Events, Vol. I. p. 230.

A ) O | )



vj r e fe r s  ̂ included) will be a ^ R T  i

'■  inttally  between nine and ten lacks, the 
film 1 gue .fifed, when in conference with 
you in England on the lubjefL

<e Methinks I hear you cry out, what 

the devil became of this difference laid 
year ? as it muff have been collected, be
yond a doubt; or from whence can this 

advance an fiver to the prefent farmers l 

T h e aofwer is eafy and obvious; the dif
ference fell -fhort in its way to the Com
pany’s treafury, by the felf-lamc roads 

your former revenues were diiHpated, prior 
to the reform of your Zemindary. As your 
former Zemindars could not juftly be deem
ed culpable in that cafe, from the frequent 
change of poll, fo in the prefent no blame 
properly falls on your colletlor, the truft 

being too extenfive for any one man exift- 
_mg; and though, frauds are equally ob
vious from the extraordinary increafe at a 
public fate* from farmers, fubjedk to every 
poffible check and reftraint that can either 
prevent their debafmg their lands or op- 
preffmg the tenants, yet. there is a moral 
certainty or profit to him, at the expira-
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\\X €|tionyof three years, and that they \Q y[ 

then yield a farther increafe to the Com

pany.

£{ I w ill clear up a circumflance that | 

poffibly may be caufe of wonder to you ; 

by what means I arrived at their real value.

“  In the firft place, I had long and full 

conviflion that the fame fyftem of fraud 

and chicane ran through every Zemindary 

of the provinces, and from a general know

ledge o f the country granted to us, it ap

peared to me aftonifhing they fhould yield 

no more than was brought to the Com

pany’s credit, at the clofe of the year in 

April 1758, when fo fmall a territory as j 

Calcutta produced, on a fcrutiny and re

form, an increafe of 73 to 80,000 ficca 

rupees per annum. I tried various means 

to trace out a fatisfaftory reafon, and to 

account to myfelf for it, but without fuc- 

cefs, until I learnt by accident that three 

or four o f the old Jlandards, employed as 

tax gatherers and writers in the pergunnahs, 

had been difmified at the inlligation of the 

new operators : I fent privately for one or

f h  - ; ■



{ ê rcoft creditable of them, L f f  f..j

'f^ifiqfiired into the caufe o f their dif million, 
and this brought on an opening of the 
whole fcerie, and gave me a fufficient foun

dation for forming my la  tter of the n t h  

June, IJ5 0 -

« Thus having made you matter o f the 

fubjedt in as fhort a detail as poffible, I 
fhatl dote it with this remark, that the 

• fame chain o f frauds runs through the 

whole empire, but more particularly in 
thefe provinces, to the heavy annual lofs 

o f the Crown, a circumftance which may, 
in a, future, favourable -conjundlure, be well 
worth confideration; at prefeat we have 

but to afk and to have a more eafy acqui- 

ution of the Souhahdary than we have al- 
•\ ready obtained of the Pergtanabs, but. the 

times (1759) are not yet ripe for fo great 

a grafp, nor have we fufficient ftrength. to 

hold it; though it is certain, were we 
Soubahs of the provinces, the Emperor *

* Interefting Hjft. Events, Vol. I, to C. Maiming- 

ham, Eft}, and Council, p. 226 j and farther detail of 
the value of the Pergunnahs under different manage

ment, Vol. 1. p. 216. f

'• CC * X '  "
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" would receive more than double the re- m 

venues .thefe. provinces ever produced to 
him, and the Baft-India Company would , 

become in a ihort tune the richeil body of 

fubjt&s in the world*.

"  On a candid and attentive perufal of 

my third chapter f ,  it will be obvious, 

from the whole tenor o f it, that it is cal
culated to incite you to attempt the pof- 

feffion of this country in trufifir., the Em
peror, and thereby put a period to a dif 

truftive and inadequate war : but can you 

imagine I excite you to this from the con- 

fideration o f the worth of the provinces, 

according to the rates (landing on the 

King's books ? no ; it; is from the confi- 

de,ration, o f their real value and aMual pro

duce, and the farther 'confederation o f how 
much this produce would certainly be in- 

crcafed under an Englifti Souhah

* Interefting Hift. Events, Vol. I. p. 231.
t  Ibid. Vol. I. p. 177.
+ Ibid. Vol. I. p. P tl, fupplsmentary letter to 

H . C.Bsulton, Efij. and the Dinners, December 1765*

'feoSJ
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44 You have been told, gentlemen, that 

the revenues o f Bengal are rated in the 

King's books under three crores of ficca 

rupees ; i f  it is faid the lands are fo rated, 

you have been told the truth ; thefe only 

go into the Royal Treafury, and, to the 

bell of my remembrance, are rated two 

crores feventy-£ve or feventy-fix lacks, 

and fome odd, thoufands rupees. Ought 

this information, without looking farther, 

to be taken as a proof o f my exaggeration ? 

when my eftimate exprefjly includes the rents 

o f the lands, and the revenues arifing from  

' their produce, which I have eftimated con- 

jundlly at eleven crores, and now proceed 

to the proof*, refting it upon what thofe 

converfant in your affairs in India will ad

mit to be an indifputable fa£t, that the 

lands throughout the provinces bear nearly 

a proportional value to each other.”

I
I repeat then, and infill on m y eftimate, 

that excluftve o f the royalties, upon an 

obvious and fair calculation, the whole 

lands of the three provinces have never

* Statement of the value of the Pergunnahs, Intereft,- 

Hilt. Events, p. 2i6*

W f
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v^Tylefded lefs than j i crores 40,000 ficcS 

rupees fitr annum ; and deducing for OrilTa 
1 crore and a half, at which the lands and 

revenues of that province are uifually efti- 

ittated,' there w ill remain nine crores and a 

half for Bengal and Bahar, to which annes 
|he royalties, and they will more than 

make good the above deduction for Orifla,

Though I have, in my general eftimate, 

Confined m y f e l f  t.o the conficleratie n of the 
known and eftabluhed rents and revenues 

of the’ provinces," yet the extra items fpe- 

tijied above no lefs conftitute a fiart oj'th-ir 

value, and though thefe items have for a 

long courfe of years been concealed and 

embezzled from the government, that is 

no reafon why they may not in future be 

brought to m ount by a Britijh Soubah at 

the head of it, an event which I will M l  

hope is not far diftant.

Governor Holwell concludes his Letter 

to the .Directors, December, 1765*, “  with

* Interefting 2d edit, Vol. I, p.-aao.
( i p 7 "j |
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a few anecdotes relative to the lands and 

revenues of Bengal.

“  The rents of the lands are the pro

perty o f the Emperor, in confequence of 

which he has a royal De%van in every 

Soubahdary, but there is always a good un- 

derftanding between the Dew  an and the 

Soubah ; they never are at a lofs in preten

ding reafons for the rents falling Ihort, 

though the whole is ftridtly and fully col

lected : what is diverted from the royal 

treafury is divided between the Dewan and 

the Soubah, o f which the latter always 

takes the lion’s fhare^

“  Though the amount of the rents on 

the King’s books is near three crores a year, 

yet the higheft ftipulation made with the 

Emperor was one crore one lack one thou- 

fand one hundred and one rupees, by the 

Soubah Soujah Khan, and this was regu

larly remitted to the royal treafury until 

the ufurpation of Aliverdi. He, on pre

tence o f the diftreffes o f the provinces,

(to which diftreffed Bate he himfelf had 

brought them) made a new ftipulation of
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V' - t w o  lacks per annum, to which be paid 

no regard longer than the Vizier hlmfocr 

J it KhaHH.itmf was within, a few days 

march of Patna, A. D. ly  50; nor has the 

royal treafury benefited a rupee from theft 

provinces fince that period,

u  The eftabliihed ground rent is three 
ficca rupees per Begah % about one third 

of an Englilh acre, throughout the empire : 

but Aliverdl Khan made the firit innovation 

in. this eftablilhed law, and afieffed the 

land four annas ficca, or a quarter of a ru

pee, upon each Begah, on pretence of the 

Ckout paid to the Mahralfas, and railed ; 

the rents of the Rajahs and Zemindars in 
that proportion ; .theft had no other means 

of reirnburfing themfelves but by levying 

it on the farmers, and they again on the 

tenants,

“  Subfeqnently, the lands were, on va

rious pretended exigencies, at different pe

riods, affelTed to ten fifteenths of a rupee, ! 

though every additional tax on laud above

( V 6 ff  ' ' ' |
' " t  Rcyutty.
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three rupees per annum is contrary to the 

fanding law  of the empire, which, until 

Aliverdi's time, had been held facred and 

inviolable.

“  In the year 1732, your Governor 

and Council had in agitation the raijing the 

rents o f your own Zemindary o f Calcutta, 

which, being rumored abroad, they recei

ved a peremptory Perwannab from the 

Soubah forbidding them, in which the Sou- 

bah told them that they were prei'uming 

to do a thing which he himl'elf had not 

power to do, and that i f  they perlifted 

they would, by the laws of the empire, 

forfeit their lands.

“  Frauds throughout the empire in letting 

the lands are manifold : for inftance, the 

Rajah and Zemindars, by private compact 

with the Soubah's officers, who are charged 

with the management o f this department, 

obtain more lands than by their Sunnuds 

(or grants which are commonly called 

Pottahs)  appear, and confequently pay no 

rent to the King for the furplus land.

T he fame artifice is pra&ifed between the 
/  41 o



j"* 'Q^Wam of the Rajahs and Z emindars 

the I%ardars or farmers, .and, the tenants 

(Reyut) or common Pottah~holders trader 

them, by bribing the officers of the Jum- 

rnabmiy and thofe. entndlcdi with the men- 

fur entente of the lands, that they may en

joy the benefit of the furplus land s and I 

may juftly aver, there is not a tenant hi 
Hlndojlm but poflefies and occupies a grea

ter quantity of land than bis Pottnh ex

prefifes, eotdequenfcly it is the tenant (Reyut) 

that ultimately enjoys the benefit- of the 
furplus land, thus gained by corruption 
from the Souhah's minifters, while the 

King fpecifically fnffers in his rents. It 

extremely well anfwersthe tenants (Reyut*} 

purpofe to poflefs, if he can, by a finall 
bribe, more land than he pays for, becaufe 

himfelf and his heirs enjoy the profit: of 

it for perpetuity ; trace, by a fundamental 
law of the empire, their Pot-tabs are irre

vocable as long as they pay the rent rated 
in them refpecKvely; and fo tender and 

indulgent are the laws of Hindojian in this 
particular, that no tenant forfeits his land 

before he has failed in his payments twelve
' y . t-
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months, though the land tax by the fame 

laws Is to be paid every three months.

“  This method of fecreting or purloining 

the land from the King and the Souhah has 

been pradlifed time out of mind ; and it is 

quite in point to mention a flagrant inftance 

that appeared in the year 1753, when, in 

confequence of the general fcrutiny made 

by your order in your Zemindary of Cal

cutta, it was demonftrated that in your 

fmall diftrirt, upon a favourable new mea- 

furement of your land, there were near 500 

Begahs fecreted in this way and fraudu

lently enjoyed by your tenants, for which 

you had received no ground rent from your 

being inverted with the Zemindary, o f this 

you may be convinced by turning to your 

Jummabundy, or regirter of your lands, 

fubfequently by me tranfmitted to you.

As you, gentlemen, have by that mealure- 

ment gained 500 Begahs of ground upon 

a pofleffion of 6,200, you may judge from 

thence what an aftonifhing additional re

venue would arife to you, when Soubab 

o f the provinces, from a new though favou

rable meafurement of the whole lands.
( t f l  5./'
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^ ^ .w ^ W h en  the revenuesariling from the lands 

o f this country are retained in the propri

etor’ s hands, that is, not farmed out, one 

univerfal chain of roguery rans through 

the whole, as well as in the rents of the 

lands, and there is a fellow-feeling between 

every one employed in the collections, from 

the Dcwan to the lowcft Moree or writer, 

and this the Rajahs and Zemindars, the 

great proprietors of the land, are no more 

exempt from than the Company is, not- 

withftanding the utmoft integrity o f their 

covenanted lervants : but I have fo clearly 

traced and laid open the nature o f thofe 

frauds, which are fimilar throughout the 

empire, in my Bate o f the Company’s re

venues Zemindary, dated December 15, 

1752, that I need not trouble you further 

on the fubjedt than to refer you thereto.”

In another part Governor H olw ell*  

mentions an anecdote which recalls the at- 

■ tention o f Great Britain to the rights o f 

the natives o f the Bengal provinces ; that 

when the Hindoo Rajahs, or Princes o f
i

* Interefting Hift. Events, Vol. I. p. 37.

(H jr) ' |
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fhudbrtan fjjbmitted u  Tamerlane, it was 

oxprefsly flip ala ted . that the Emperors 

ftsoukl never irnpofc the Jeflerab. or poll 

fax, tipbu tlje .Hindoos,
.

But to bring forward au authoritative 

!: ,;u,live. voucher .of the peculiar rights and

cuftoms of Bengal .and Ba.ha.r-, I fhall, in 
phis place, infers extracts from the Jyeen 

Al.br. In //.’ 'Viiihal oj Bengal “  the 

Subjects are very obedient, to Government, 
and pay, then: annual rents In eight months 

by inrtaUmentsp ihemielvts..bunging Mo- 
bun, and Rupees to tire, places appointed 
for the receipt of the revenues, it not be

ing cuftornary in tins Soubah iov the Huf- 

bmlmeti and Government to divide the crops. 

Grain is. always cheap, and the produce of 

' the lands is determined by bGiffuk : His 
Ma.jefty has had the goodoef’s to confirm 

thole curtains.” —r the term fflujuk is ex

plained in the article relating; to the duties 
of the Collector of Revenues, and conne&s 

the curtain of Bengal and Bahar under the 
4e.lcrip.tion Kunkoot, Kim in the Hin-

* A.ycen Akherry, Yoh l l . p .  9,

;:t . f f h )
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dooec language fignifies grain, and 

meaning o f Kcot is conjecture or eftimate : 

the way is this, the land is meaftred with 

the crops handing, and which are eftima- 

ted by infpedfion ; thofe who are conver- 

fant in the bufinefs fay, that the calcula

tion can be made with the greateft exadt- 

nefs : if any doubt arife, they weigh the 

produce o f any given quantity of land, 

confifting o f equal proportions o f good, 

middling, and bad, and form a compara

tive eftimate therefrom *. “  The Nef-

fuck  is the eftimate of affets o f revenue ■ +'”

T he cuftom of Bahar. “  It is not 

cuftomary in Bahar to divide the crops ; 

the Hufbandman brings the rents himfelf, 

and when he makes his firft payment he 

comes drafted in his beft attire j .

This book being made up of extradfs at 

length, as far as poflible to enable every 

one to draw his own conclufions, it wall

* Ayeen Akberry, Vol. I. p. 379.
t  Ibid. p. 381.
X Ibid. Vol. II. p, 31.

Vf!T; |
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^G liLLecefiary to make feme very jfhort ob- 

fervafions to refcue this period from hafty 

eriticiftus qf the fuperficial reader.

Prior to the aequifidoti of the Dewamee, 
the Company, in. the-martagetnent of their 
landed territory, did not feel a common 
it)fereft in the rights of the natives, nor of 

the Moghul, nor in the confequences of 
their trade on the general profperity o f the 
country. Governor Ho/wc/l and the Com
pany only confidered how much they could 

get in the let-amble.

Lord CUve, with an ability and ciecifion 
winch marked hi a character, and A judi

cious uic of the technical term Dewan, 
acquired an empire, and combined a com
plex government, capable ot being thus 

kept together by power as abiolute as that 
of the Moghul, and by ability eminent 
as Iris own, until an- avowed fovereign 
could be held forth to refcue the country 
from the inevitable abates of nominal fo~ 
yercignty. The minute above recited fhews 

I,old Clive to be feniible of the difficulty 

anti peril to which his lyftem was expofed,!j ■
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but he did wonders in grafping for Great 

Britain an empire which his abilities had 

brought within his reach.
'w

Before we take leave of this period, td 

which, for the purpofes of good and per

manent fyftem for Britifh India, we fhall 

often recur, more for inftruction than 

imitation, we muft remember the concur

rent plans of France, and the ability of 

Bufy

“  The French appear to have been the 

firfl European power that trained the na

tives of India to regular difcipline, as well 

as the firft who fet the example of acqui

ring territorial pofleffions, o f any great 

extent, in India*, in which they have 

been fo fuccefsfuily followed by the En- 

glifh.”  In another part o f his Memoir, 

with a liberality o f fentiment, and a love 

of truth which guides the pen of that in

valuable geographer, Major P ênnell informs 

us that, “  had it not been for the marches 

o f M. Bujfy (the only monument remain-

* Rennell’s Memoir, Introd. p. xci.
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^  jngfo  tire French nation of their form a “ ‘  

fhort-lived influence and power in the tie- 
can) the geography of thole parts would 

have been extremely irnperfect; but they 

extend through more than, four degrees of 

latitude, anti more than five of longitude.”

Mr. Grant examined in detail the financial 
plans of Mr. Bujfy in the Decan, inter

rupted by his being recalled fuddenly into 

the: Carnatic by Laity, juftly accufed o f be

ing jealous of Bujjy s fame. It will always 
be an honour to the British name, that the 

character of that great man, M. Bujjy, has 

been refcued from the nibblers at his fame, 
by Mr. Orme s investigation of his military 

’ and political career— .by Mr. Rem ell in his 
geographical —• and by Mr. Grant in his fi

nancial plans: and it will be gratifying to 

every Englifhmtm, that an English Clive, 

in ability, decifion, and fuccefs, fhould live 
• preeminent in the page of hiftory ; and it 

is no frnall confirmation of Mr. Grant's 

opinions, that, on a plan firnilar to his 

own. Bujfy intended to eflablilh the power 

of Prance in India. .7'.,a
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H a v i n g  Hated the principle o f govern

ment and revenue at the period o f the ae~ 

quifition of the Dewannee, we mu ft enu

merate the financial experiments o f the De- 

Wan, under the orders of very refpedlable 

and able fervants of the Company, to vvhofe 

lot it fell to endeavour to combine all the' 

profits o f the Moghul, the peculations o f 

the Soubah, to a rack-rent of the territory, 

by a revenue-adminiftration fuppofed to 

correfpond with the Moghul fyftem, fup- 

ported by the force of the Britifh arms.

T he veil o f a nominal government natu

rally threw the whole of the detail into 

the hands o f native managers; and the 

above extracts from Governor Holwell fhew 

how little the natives had to expedt from 

the moderation in the demands o f Britifh 

management, and how difficult it wras to 

inveftigate the native forms or inftitutions,
, (/ j C{



v̂fr, Crant- admits* that Lord Clive cou^^ 
not have found a. more refpedtabie MuJTul- 

man than Mahomed Reza Khan, a more 
experienced Hindoo than Rajah Doolubram, 

.nor a more intriguing and fkilful manager 
of the complex and involved obfcurity of 
Indian finance, that Rada Kunt Singh, the 
elder brother of Gunga Govind, father of 

Praen Kijhen; yet under their manage
ment every iource o f information was 
completely flopped, and fiiccefiive govern- 
ments have been foiled in every attempt to 

execute their plans.

During the firft period of the Dewannee, 

or M. R. Kharis adtuiniflcation, the veil 
o f nominal Moghul government was fin e 
ly adhered to ; but the Company’s govern
ment, after a very fhort trial, found its 

profits not corresponding to their expecta
tions, to which, indeed, they themfelyes 
do not feem to have placed limits. The 
luhieC was taken up in Parliament, and a 
Committee of the Houfe of Commons en-

* Analyfis of the Revenues of Bengal, MS.



to develop the Intricacy of 

double government in British India; from 
the Reports o f which Committee, in 1772, 
1773, and Mr. Grant's Analyfis o f the Re

venues of Bengal in 1785, any diligent 
financier may afcertain the innovations 
artfully introduced in the revenue iyftero, 
o f the Bengal provinces at this period, 
both in the definition of perfons and things, 
to render the Moghul iyftern unintelligible, 
and to cover their peculation from the pof- 

fible control of the Company; o r ,, if. in 
candor we can give to the native admini- 
ftration the colour of pious fraud, to fave 
their countrymen from the avarice of their 
new conquerors, and to obtain the cxclulive 
direction o f the internal government.

C H A P .  III.

Second Period Dewannee,

U n d e r  ail this l-eal and artificial con- 

fufion began the fecond period, by Mr.

(S D 2
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fEpfttt called Provincial Adfniniftration: V

'• ?; -v~vCy!. .-■ rv; ■•''• ,
Jummabundy o f the Detvanny lands was 

fettled with Zemindars by the Council of 

Revenue at Moorjhedabad in 1771 to aid 

and control Engli/h J'upervijors, then re

cently appointed to aft in the laft year o f 

the Naibut of M . R. Khan; they depended 

chiefly on him for official information, and 

conformed, for the moft part, to his fyf- 

tem. Mr. Hajlings at this period was called 

on to produce an oftenfible plan, which is 

recorded- in detail in the Reports o f the 

Committee o f Secrecy o f the Houfe of 

Com m ons; the occafion arofe from the 

neceffity o f putting a period to the native 

adminiftration, under the veil of double 

government, impenetrable even to the Pro

prietors and Directors *. T he Bengal Go

vernment was informed that “  the Com

pany have determined to Jland forth as 

Titian f ; the fervants employed in the 

collections fhall be filled Collectors" inftead 

o f the prefent appellation of Supervifors; 

a fixed Tew an  to be nominated by the

* Eaft India, 6th Rep. Cbm. Seer. p. 307. 

t  Letter of the Dire&ors per Lapwing, par. 12.
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v^% oard; lands to be .let for five years, fipjL/ 

^  w oonfift o f an entire Pergmnah, not ex
ceeding one lack of rupees ; the Bundebufi 

to be made by a Committee of the Board in. 
a circuit of the province: theie were the 

outlines of the revenue plan; it was im- ,, 
mediately executed, and the plan of iet- 
tlement for five years, exduiive of the 

form of Jeafe by auction, feems generally 
modelled to . the Bundebufi of r. 765 ; and 
its improved amount, by "Mr. Grant's calcu

lation, exceeded Coffim A ll's net Ma!goo%ary 

revenue by three lacks.

The, flattering prcfpccts which were 

held forth, and had influenced the mca
fe, re of appointing a Committee of Circuit,, 
With, powers to make a, five years fcttle- 

ment with temporary farmers or renters 
of the revenues, foon vanifhed, and doled 

the farming fyftetn ; for inflead of profit, 

there enfued alarming diminution of re
venue, joined to an ineftafied expenditure, 

without a poflibillty to foreiee or preferibe 

a limit to the mifehief. The Zemindars, 

excluded from the fun&ionS of their office 

in colkSltng the rents from the Reputs;

....; iz
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• 6£hich gave them influence in the country, 

exeufed themfelves from performance of 

their jujHciary duties, whereby, in all the 

principal towns, Moorjhedabad, Patna, 

Dacca, Houghly, Purneah, Rajemal, &c. 

the Soubahdar himfelf, his Naib, and Fou- 

gedars, refided with falaries, ftipends, and 

allowances, more than fuflicient to fupport 

all the tribunals of criminal juftice necef- 

fary for all Hindojlan; while another fet o f 

individuals was in veiled with the rank and 

dignity of thofe officers, with appointments 

larger than they could have enjoyed in the 

moft fplendid periods of the Moghul go

vernment. This impolitic expence and 

parade to the delegates o f Britlfh admini- 

ffration, diverted the refped o f the natives 

from the B ritifj to their native agents, 

who, to increafe their patronage and pro

fits, fuggefted leffer Fougedary tribunals, 

and had the art to continue thefe Fougedary 

incumbrances, even after the Zemindars 

were reinflated in their full j  urifdidlions, 

when all fhould have reverted to the for-

. mer order.

( i i V *  '
|

• 'll ■ ■ ■ iI- ' - • -
m' ■

' :■ vri-'ri ;
j . , .'



/ ^ m A M  1 ■
i ( g ) i  C 34! ] VfiT

C  H A P. IV .

The fecond Period, corrected by A  Si o f Par

liament.

I n  this Hate was the fytlem of revenue 

management when the Leg-Mature o£ Great 

Britain preferlbed an amendment; a Su- ! 

preme Civil Government, a Supreme Court 

o f  Judicature, a limitation o f the Com 

pany’s dividend, an affumptioiv o f three 

fourths, o f the furplus of the net re

venues in behalf of the nation, and the 

reparation of the revenue from the com- ", 

mercial department, were the principal f  

features o f  Lord North's plan for the 

better adminiftration o f Briti/h India, to 

preferve it, for Great Britain, after he 

had ably aflerted the rights of the State 

againft the claims o f the Company to the 

territory. A t the expiration o f the five 

years fettiement o f the Committee of Cir

cuit, Mr. Hajiings, profiting by experience, 

wifhed to revert to the coufhtutional fyf- 

tem of Moghul fettiement on the belt in

formation he could . pbta'm : lus real diffi- 

^ Z T )
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%  culty, his miftruft o f Atneens and convic

tion of abufes, and o f an exifting regular 

fyftem in the country, by this produc

tion a Kurcha * o f a Reyut Ihould be 

taken collectively with the acknowledge

ment which clofes Mr. Hajhngs' minute 

o f the 12th November, 1776, “  I arn not 

prepared to propofe a complete plan, and 

decline giving a premature and partial 

opinion while I am profefledly feeking for 

the grounds which are to determine i f f , ”  

they fully evince the mind o f the Gover

nor General, and the motive of his expe

riment. T o  Mr. Francis it appeared, on 

the contrary, that there was no neceffity 

for the interpolation of Government be

tween the Zemindar and Reyut; “  i f  they 

are left to themfclves they will foon come 

to an agreement, in which each party will 

find his advantage J “  we have no fafer 

rule to direft us, than the aCtual receipts 

of the three laft years, becaufe they Ihew 

bejl the actual Hate o f lands;”  “  that Go

vernment mull make an eftimate for a

* Account current.

t  Mr. Francis' Original Minutes, p. I5 5 -

+ Ibid, page 55.



V  Opermsuent eftabli foment, civil and nu!|>| j

and kiyeftrneqt, with a reafonabSe 
allowance of fur plus to anf-ver the poffible 

•exeefs of difburfc-raents beyond the elli? ,; 
mate; that flu. revenue of 1776 of itfelf 
would leave a fujficknt jurphis to provide 
for unfareieen emergency, and fo far from 
wifhing to iucrc.ifc it, he conceited it 
would be aeceflary to tern it part of it: in 

the future coikfbons, left the 'accumula

ting fur.plus fliould at lbsb all .the circula
ting fpecie of the country.”

It is not necelifry to enter farther into 

the controversy, than to ftate that whatever 
degree o f nvalihip or perfbnal ammouty 

unfortunately exilted between M-. Hafiitigs. 
and Mr. Francis, the point of political dit~ • 
fereuce in 1766 appears limited to the 
revenue iyftem. Mr. Francis agreed that 

the appointment o f the Nai'b Sub ah was a 

proper beginning, which the propofed 
farther mveftigadoti of the Fougedary and 

Zemindary jurifdidiion might render appli

cable to the country and fo the reduced 
■ ftate o f thg Zemindars 1 but to- Mr. Haf- 

tings* plan of fetdement Mr. F t mis op-

&
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\-'\ <f£fed- with an acknowledged want <§fi 

Information, entire dependance on the 

fingle principle o f permanency to ren

der unequal affeflfnent, and an abfo- 

lute dependance of the Reyut on the Z e

mindar, unprodu&ive o f inconvenience. 

T he original minutes and the plan o f fet- 

tlement of Mr. Francis, I may again revert 

to ; but at this period it is fufficient to ob- 

ferve, that Mr. Raftings' Aumeen plan 

was adopted, and the refult o f that 

fettlement certainly produced only a 

larger remiflion o f the diminifhed Jumma 

o f M . H. Khan, a farther increafe of 

charges, farther diminution of income, and 

balances as large as ever. Mr. Grant has 

inveftigated in detail the accounts o f this 

■ period ; and he makes it evident that the 

whole o f thefe confequences were imputa

ble to the want o f a fyftem founded on fixed 

principles o f finance applicable to the date 

o f the country, and not merely to cafual 

increafe o f charges ; for the income o f the 

Soubah, collected from Zemindars and far

mers, or the 'Malgoozary, is demonftrated 

to have been lefts, even where the coun

try was improved, and where the Reynts

I . i
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V V actually paid, in the name and behaigroi 

Government, more than they paid on the 

higheft ftandard o f former years ; ftill the 

balances increafed, and appeared to grow, 

in the inverfe proportion to irregular, 

injudicious fu ll remiffion of the flipulated 

dues o f the Exchequer.

In tracing the revenue arrangements, 

which engaged the controverfial talents o f 

Mr. Hafings and Mr. Francis, I men

tioned that the Fougedary fyftem, by the 

appointment o f a Naib Soubah, or Deputy 

Soubah, was not objected to by Mr. Francis: 

this department, including all the criminal 

juflice o f the country, was not wantonly 

taken up for the purpofe o f reform by Mr. 

Haftings, any more than the Revenue De

partment ; Parliament had appointed a 

Supreme Court o f Judicature by the aft 

1773* ’ 011 the fuppofition that a Mayor’s 
Court would not be adequate to the ad- 

miniftration of the provinces. It is not 

neceflary to Hate the confequences of B ri- 

iifh law, and o f the King’s writs having

* Vide Act 13 Geo. III . cap. 63. fee. 14.

\ ’ty f f b-ji



\-A ' jj&nkrfcv through the provinces.; or. o f rro| 
.' Ova^llcatipu of the law to perfom .ignorant 

of European process,, and then helves un

defined by Brtiijb-Governors ;• it is enough 
to obferve, that, fd early as March, 1776, 

the majority .of the Supreme Council' of 

Calcutta confirmed, the opinion o f Mr. V$? 
reljl, that Bengal could not: be held by Bri- 

fi/Jj laws, adminiftered to the natives by 

th e, Judges of His Majefty’s Supreme 

Court of Judicature * ,  and farther latis- 

fa$ory dem'onftration .of tire 'ijc.ceffity of 
conOant reference to Sunnud, for the pur- 

pofe of correct definition, appears in Mr. 

Grant's ihrtement .of ' the proceedings of 
the Courts in the cafes of Zemindars f .

T h e  Legiikture o f Great ■ B> Item wag 

not inattentive to the cqnfufi.o.n it had oc~ 

cafioped, and, in .; 78 ■ , toot the bejft 

meallire, as a preliminary^to more effectual 

regulation, to grant: a general indemnity, 

s i .  Geo. III. cap. JO , fee. 28, “  and wh ere-

.*■  M r. Francis’ Letter to Lord Jforth,. p. 4.1. 

t  Inquiry into Zeniindary tenures. Debrett, 1790, 

p. 9. and Appendix, No. 4, C. D . K. F. G. H.

f  13 ;3 l
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\vVjjpj? ag in the late diflentions between Ifr# - j  

__■*? Governor General and the Judges in 

44 Bengal many things have been done not 

“  juftifiable by the ftridt rules o f the law ,”  

it is farther enadled that 44 the faid G q- 

44 vernor General and Council, and Ad- 

44 vocate General, and all perfons adding 

44 under their authority, are leVerally and 

44 jointly, fo far as relates to the reliftance 

“  to any procefs of the Supreme Court,

“  indemnified and faved hartnlefs,”  & c. 

And by fedtion 8 of the fame add, it is 

enadled, that “  the Supreme Court fhall 

44 not have or exercife any jurildi&ion in 

44 any matter concerning the revenue, or 

44 concerning any add or adds done in the 

44 collection thereof, according to the ufage 

44 and practice o f the country, or the re- 

44 gulations of the Governor General and 

44 Council.”  And by fee. 9 it was farther 

enadled, that 44 no perfon Ihall be fubjedt 

44 to the jurifdidlion of the Supreme Court 

44 on account o f his being a land-owner 

44 or farmer o f l a n d — this was coimedled 

with the other claufes o f the lame adt in- 

ferted at length which guarantee the 

* Page
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lig h ts  .met authorities of fathers of familidfe. I J 

x̂ f£tf'm afters o f families, according as they 

might have been exercifed refpeftiveiy,, by 

Gem'ii or - Mahometan law ■ *.- And it muft 

be particularly attended to, that the aft of 

1781 reduced the Supreme Court of Judi

cature, iqfHtuted in 1773,  nearly to the 

limits o f jurifdiction of the Mayor's Court, 
according to its original charter lu ll e x it 

ing at Madras and Bombay ; but the forms 

and increafed expence incident to the great 

fcale o f the Supreme Court, perhaps ne- 
cejfarily, have been, continued to the pre

fect period.

I remarked that at the period the Direc

tors flood forth as D ewans, the commer

cial and revenue departments were intended 

to be d iilin fl; it was obvious at that pe

riod that the lauded revenue was the bails 

o f the commercial and political greatnefs 

o f the Company, and having lean that 

the Revenue Department alone had abfor- 

bed the zeal and coni:efts of the Govern-

* Vide A<£t. 21. Geo, III. cap. 70.
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no one of the plans intended to render the 

country profperous had been attempted: 

the  'fubjidiary principle which, in 1773,  

fucceeded the unjuft auctioneering practice 

o f farming, on the avowed principle o f 

collecting as much as poffible from the 

country, has* fully employed the ta

lents of Mr. Hajlings and Mr. Francis, and 

Sir John Shore and Mr. Law, who all have, 

and they profefs to have, the fame fubjidiary 
principle, o f forming a fettlemcnt to the 

amount, which, from paft experience and 

conjecture (exprefsly excepting aCtual mea- 

furement and aCtual valuation) they feve- 

raily, in honour and continence, believe 

the country capable of paying into the 

Exchequer, without a poffibility of out- 

ftanding balances ; it is therefore neceffary 

to refcue that period o f Lord North*s ad- 

mi niftration from obloquy, by ftating an 

extraCt of fome fpeculations, and practi

cable means o f giving profperity to Bri- 
tijh India, compofcd by Sir Jam es S tewart, 
at the defire o f the Eaji-India Com-

A / l s )( ’ .>'• " .7,..



’] and printed at their expence, .. ;
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. C H A P .  V.

M . h-)iU propojld by Sir James Steuart/sr 

•’ rztending■ Gnuhtion-by the Means o f Pa- 

f e f  Credit in Bengali

L E T  us now fttppofo that the nature o f 

the (kiln s  which tend to diminifh the cur

rent coin o f Bengal have been pointed out, 

and that the methods for reftifying the 

abufcs have been tinderftood as hints for 

making future aceaVafc^lithoveries upon the 

true fb te  of thefe important obje&s ; the 

next obje&s of” inquiry are, ‘the proper 

methods for accelerating circulation ; for 

by accelerating the circulation of the coin

** A  mcuiorandurn in the copy I bought at a book- 
feller’c. ftatcs that it was not publiflied, but circulated 

by the Directors in 17,7a to particular perfons.

# , )
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yoii have, you virtually increafe the quaSt**  ̂ j 

tity o f i t ; that is to fay, a lefs quantity 

w ill be neceflary- for performing the fame 

purpofes.

T he great branch o f circulation in mod 

modern ftates, and in Bengal like the reft, 

is the collection o f the public revenue, 

and the expenditure o f it; promptitude, 

and punctuality in this particular, work 
ftrongly by example upon every private 

tranfadion.

T he revenues o f Bengal are, properly 

fpeaking, the land rents of the country ; 

thefe have at all times been let in farm by 

the fovereign, to Subas, Nabobs, and the 

greater fubjeets, who, paying a fixed tri

bute to the Prince, parcelled out their dif- 

tridts to perfons o f an inferior rank : each 

of thefe in his fmaller department did the 

fame, until the loweft in this fubordination 

o f leffees colle&ed his proportion from the 

labourers o f the land.

W e  need not travel fo far as Bengal to 

find examples of this ceconomy : the cuf-



torn o f farming every branch o f revenu^' " • 

was very common over ail Europe not

■ ' many centuries ago ; and the method of 
firming whole eftat.es, or of collefting the 

rents of landed property by an interpofed 

perfon, is at this day very well known in 

Prance. The cuftom of letting leafes'of 

very extended property in land, to people 

who farm it out, differs very little from 

the fyftem of Bengal.

Reticles the great lofs to the Company 

In continuing to follow this plan, the un

heard-of extortions, and the oppression o f 

the body of the people, which arc the oon- 

fetfuences o f it, call loudly for a'-change o f 

management.

The money paid by the labourers of the 

ground is at prelent interrupted in its courfe 

at every change of hands, until, by the 

repeated fhroffage, it comes at lafl reduced, 

as I may fay, to a fhadow, into the Com

pany's treafury; this abufe is fe.lt and ac
knowledged by every body; anci unlefi. it

be reformed, the revenues., o f  the Company
1 (h 3 4 )
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K^sxrW uK daily diminish, and be, in the tnbafir^ 

T ^thney very precarious.

It is, no doubt, an arduous talk to un

dertake fo great a reformation ; but abjfolute 

power, fupported by juftice and common 

lenfe, will get the better o f  obftacles, 

which in other countries would be unfur- 

mountable.

It will require the greateft talents, and 

the beft information as to fads, to bring 

fo great a change to a perfect execution ; 

but let it be remembered, that Wililcmt the 
. Conqueror made a complete furvey and va ~ 

luation of a country left known to  him 

than Bengal is to the Eaft-India Company; 

and nothing prevents the Company from 

availing themlclves o f the principles o f the 

feudal fyftcm of government in the execu

tion o f their plait.

I f  the whole lands of Bengal be valued; 

i f  a book be made out for every dilbricb o f 

the country, and for every city and prin

cipal town, and the rent payable to the 

Company by every pOfleflion be therein fpe-

(W  V a
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• it w ill be an eafy matter to eftabliujjj

a fort o f quit-rent which may be payable 

by the whole diftridt to fome man o f  con- 

fequence, who may be confidered as the 

fuperior lord o f it, without giving him any 

jurifdi&ion which may enable him to op- 

prefs the people or interrupt the fettled 

plan for levying the revenue. By this re

gulation the rents o f the lands will pafs 

diredtly from the occupier into the hands 

o f the Company ; the circulation o f money 

w ill be quicker; the revenue will be greatly 

augmented, and feveral o f the moil confi- 

derable people w ill be provided with reve

nues, independant of every one but the 

Com pany; inftead of the wealth o f  the 

country being fwallowed up, as at prefent, 

by the Shroffs, a fet o f people of no con- 

fequence for fupporting the authority of 

government, but who, like a canker-worm, 

are always preying upon the vitals o f the 

Hate.

W ere this firft part o f this plan put in 

execution, another may be made to fucceed.

T h e  labourers in Bengal are, for the

(H I?.)



manufacturers ; part.,of 

rents, inftead o f being made payable in 

ficca rupees, might be made payable in 

goods ; and ftamp offices might be efta» 

bliihecl to afcertain their being made with

out defedf.

In the proximity o f great cities, and 

in very populous diftri&s, granaries might 

be eftabiilhed, .and part of the rents might 

be received in grain for thf, fupply o f mar

kets, at a price proportionate to the plenty 

o f the year. Even thefe granaries may be 

converted into banks for grain, according 

to a plan which may be contrived for the , 

circulation of fubfiitence, and even of pa- 

per credit within a final! diftri£t.

Thefe are mere hints which point out 

progreffive improvement; but were I here 

to enlarge upon them, they might appear 

fo very chimerical, as even to diferedit the 

thought itfelf. Let it, however, be ob. 

ferved, that what is here propofed is not 

intended to be executed by dintof authority ; 

it is calculated foas to execute itfelf, as (bun, 

as the utility  of it is perceived, and the 

A a ■*
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blifhed.

I have, without fuccefs, inveftigated 

every principle upon which a paper cur

rency, under the authority, and upon the cre

dit, o f the Company, can be eftablilhed; but 

the principle upon which this branch of 

credit is grounded is totally incompatible 

with fovereign pow er; it is founded on 

private utility, and it has even occafion for 

a fuperior authority to keep it within bounds.

W ere the Company to open a bank in 

Bengal, flieh as the Bank o f England; 

were this bank to become there as the other 

is in London, the center of all circulation ; 

and were it to get poffeffion o f a great part 

o f the coin of Bengal, what fecurity could 

be given, that, upon a prefling occafion, 

this treafure might not be fpent in the de

fence o f the country ? were it made a bank 

purely o f depofit, like the banks of Am- 

ferdam , Venice, Nuremberg, and many 

others upon the continent, the depofit con

tained in it would be expofed to the fame 

danger. Were it eftahlifhed upon the 

mortgage of land property, and upon the
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-*perfonal fecurity, as the banks e l^ X lJ  

'^fjSfthed in Scotland are, the former incon
venience would not indeed be fo great, be- 

qaule the quantity of the bank treafure 
never could carry fo high a propertibh to 

the notes in. circulation. But, on the other 
hand, where is there to be found a folk! ; 

property in land to be mortgaged for iu'ch 

an irntftenfe quantity ot paper as is the un
avoidable confoquence of this plan of bank

ing? and this growing deficient, the 

powers of fuels a bank would be very. It- ;i | 

united.

A  fyftem of paper credit, fhnilar to that 

eftablilhcd m the Colonies of North .Ame
rica, where the paper is iffued upon no 

other'fecurity than the bare promifo of the 
Colony to make it efie&ual, with an ob

ligation to receive it in payment of their | 
taxes, but without providing any fund to 

pay upon demand either the capital con

tained in the note ip fpecific coin, or even 
an intereft correfpouding to the fum during 

the delay of payment, is fo defective a 
fchenn , and one fo liable to great objections, 
particularly,fo that of gradually debating
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tH© value of their money of account, that 

I never can recommend it to the imitation 

o f any trading nation.

But although I am o f opinion that no 

bank can be eilablifhcd in Bengal under the 

authority o f the Company, with the fame 

advantages as in Europe, where govern

ments are better eftablithed, and property 

well fecured, Fill I am far from believing 

that the circulation o f Bengal may not be 

greatly affifted by the ufe of paper cur

rency.

I have obferved above, that the lending 

o f  money to grangers by the fervants of 

the Company, who have a redundancy o f 

wealth, contributed not a little to produce 

a drain o f fpecie from Bengal; I have alfo 

hinted, that certain reafons might engage 

the Company to borrow this money from 

them upon reafonable terms.

From this circumflance, I think there 

is an opening for the eftablilhment of paper 

credit. ,
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X * T ^ f Let us then fujppdfe'rhe money borrowed 
by the Company from their iervants in In- 

Jm  to be fufficient to coflipenfate what the 

latter now lend to ijraiigers.

Were it propofed to them, either to fub- 

fertbe their claims upon the Company into 
•a banking fund, or to receive reimbnrfo
ment from the Company to the extent of 
what may be fiibfcribed by others for this 
parpofe; this new fund may be divided 
into fhares, of rupees, transferable
as the funds jure in England, bearing per 
cent, intereft, irredeemable, by the Com
pany for years; and an exclufive pri
vilege may be granted to the fubfenbers for 
the fame number of years, for the purpofe 
o f carrying on a banking trade; by tire 
iffuing of notes in the- difcounting of goods, 
bills payable in days ; or in coniidera- 

tion of pledges of treafure, jewels, or pre
cious efFeds, depofited in the bank ; or 
upon the mortgage of good property, and 
the heft perianal iecurky, for fueh length 
of time as may be judged reafonable and 
lafe ; or in thepurchafe of gold and ftlverf 

or, laftly, for advancing certain lums of

. ' _ (^ {\% )  ■ t |
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m'bncy to the Company, upon the fecurity 

o f  their annual revenue, according to the 

practice o f the Bank o f England. A ll 

thefe articles of credit to be given in con

federation o f fuch rates o f intereft as to 

the Company may feem reafonable, and as 

the fame may be regulated by the Com

pany in the charter to be by them granted 

to the faid banking company.

But the faid banking company fhall be 

prohibited from launching out into any 

precarious objedt o f commerce, or from 

iffuing their paper upon any other fecuri- 

ties except thole above fpecified. Under 

thefe, and fuch other regulations as the 

Eaft-India Company may think proper to 

add, this banking company may be laid 

open to natives as well as Europeans: it 

may begin to difcount bills and notes of 

hand at fhort dates, which it may renew 

according to the goodnefs of the fecurity ; 

and the Eaft-India Company may with 

fafety receive in payments the paper it if- 

fues upon difcounting fuch bills and notes, 

to the extent of the money owing by them- 

felves; or they may furnilh out o f their
/



treafures what coin may be n e cefla ry ^ f  ̂

the ready difcharge of fuch notes as may 

, be prefented for payment at the bank.

It will, no doubt, be neceflary that the 

managers of the banking trade fhould quar

terly lay before the proprietors an exadt 

ftate of the notes in circulation, and o f  

the fecurities received by the bank, at the 

time o f their being ilfued. And for the 

greater fecurity againft the malverfation of 

thofe who are in the diredtion o f the bank, 

and who mult be chofen into the direction 

by the body of proprietors, let it be de

clared, that the fum o f in the*

banking flock fhall be neceflary to intitle 

any one to be a Director: and farther, that 

the whole property (in India) of fuch D i

rectors fhall be pledged, while they hold 

their office, as an additional fecurity for 

their good adminiflration.

It is impoffible to fay what operations 

may be carried on by this bank, and how 

far it may in time extend its credit. It may 

for this purpofe open offices in all the prin

cipal cities o f Bengal; which will be admi-

(Ji HS
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,/■"'■ rabiy well calculated for calling in and re> 

coining all the old and unequal coin. The 

S&n.fs will naturally become • proprietors, 
and will lend their affifiance in this par
ticular, which will be a douceur for them.
They cvi.ll be employed in a trade fome- 
thifig' like what they now carry on ; but 
it will be fo fenced in by proper regulations, 
that it will have every advantage and none 
of tbe'inconveniences of the prefe.nt.prac- 

. tree.

If it be thought expedient to eftablifh 
granaries, or banks for the circulation of 
grain, this Company will be at hand for 
carrying'on the operation.

In fhort, it is impdffible to foretell the 
many advantages which, may follow the 
eftabHfhment of credit, fecured upon a fo- 
lid fund of property, in the hands, and 
under the protection, of the Company, 
who are to have no fhare of the profit, and 
the greateft intereft in preventing the iffu- 

liig of paper upon precarious fecurity.

It: would not, f think., be proper to ad*

(M4C
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Ink any perfon o f the Council to be either 

a Governor or a Director o f this bank; but 

I think it would be expedient to fecure 

the property of the fund for the payment 

o f  the bank paper, exclufive o f all other 

engagements the banking company may 

contract.

I f  vve confider the rate of money in 

Bengal, there will be, perhaps, 8 per cent, 

upon the bank ftock, and 8 per cent, more 

upon difcounting loans, &c. both together 

w ill produce fo great an emolument as to 

engage people o f wealth and property in 

the banking fcheme : befides, the very no

tion of Handing upon a folid and indepen

dent footing, will be extremely flattering 

to many o f the natives. And as the efta- 

blilhment is planned upon the fame prin

ciples as the Bank o f England, it is natu

ral to fuppofe that it may produce limilar 

effects in fupporting the credit o f the Com 

pany on one hand, and in being fupported 

by the Company on the other.

As I have been inveftigating every me

thod to improve and augment the riches

6 w



\  '^d'lyiirculauon of Bengal, I cannot omkJht. « 

: "^eolarging upon fome circumftances relating 
to what I may call their foreign trade.

I have endeavoured to find out a method 

for conducting thofe refources which pro-. 
c:eed. from herfelf' (namely, the money (he 

; at prefent poffeiles) into a channel which 
may let new engines to work in order, to 
augment circulation and encourage her ma
nufactures, inftead of ferving as a bare 
equivalent for thofe at prefent produced: 
this, I hope, will be accomplifhed by the 
cftabliflunent of a bank, which is a more 
profitable employment for the Bengal me 

ney than lending it to our rivals in. trade.

The confequence o f this will be, that 
more European filver will flow in upon 
her, from fotirces which we oitifelves at 

prefent are (hutting up.

As toon, therefore, as the Company’s 
inveftments are made, and that the annual 
revenue .• from certain diftri&s are paid, or 

credit P-ivcn for them, let all the Bazars 
be thrown o: .n to every,iftjeigft merchant;

( n s )
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lefthefe be confidered as the fellers ofJUv^%. 

not as the purchafers of goods; let not 

the Company grafp at the higheft profit 

poflible upon their trade, but let them be 

fatisfied with the higheft profits compatible 

with the profperity of the country which ■ 

enriches them.

W ere this regulation eftablilhed, every 

ftranger who lhould pretend to trade in a 

diftriCt which is in arrear o f rent to the 

Company will be confidered as a fmuggler, 

and the profped o f obtaining a free trade 

by the payment o f their rents, will be a 

powerful motive for the inhabitants of every 

diftridt to make the promptitude of their 

payments a common caufe.

T his will engage them to apply to the 

bank, and in order to obtain‘relief from 

this quarter, they muft eftablilh their cre

dit.

In this view the bank w ill be a check 

upon every one who may have it in his 

power to opprefs the labourer or the manu

facturer ; becaufe the profits o f the bank
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jkpend much upon the credit'of 
: inhabitants, and upon the prefervation of

their property.

What a new-phenomenon in Bengal, a 
Shroff director of a bank, from a blood- 

fucker, is become the protestor of the la

bouring man! Intereft does a ll; he lucks 
the blood becaufe it is his intereft fo to do; 

he gives his protection from the fame mo
tive : by direfling the intereft of individuals 
to a proper o’heel, stood government is 
eftablifhed.

The foreign trade of Bengal is what 
alone can increafe her wealth, or, at Jeaft, 
keep the ciftern full, in lpight of its many 

leaks.

It is a general maxim, that, exportations 
enrich a country, and that importations 

impoverilh it; but this is to be underftood 
in the way of trade.

The exportations made from Bengal by 
the Eaft-India Company do not enrich it, 
any mere than the importation of the

h; 5  O
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o f the world impoverifhed ancieiitLj

Home.

T he foreign trade o f Bengal, as I am 

now to confider it, confifts in the raw ma

terials for their manufactures, and in that 

part of fuch manufactures as is fold for 

money brought into the country.

T he raw materials are principally cotton, 

cotton-yarn, and filk. T he trade in thefe 

articles ought at lead: to be free, not clog

ged with any duty, left entirely in the 

hands of the natives, and every protection 

and encouragement fhould be given to thofe 

who are concerned in i t : even bounties 

might be granted if  neceflary.

4  ■■ ■

That the manufactures of Bengal need 

encouragement, is certain, fince the qua

lity o f goods is faid to be inferior to what 

it was fome years ago, while the prices are 

higher, and the fupply le fs; this never 

can be the operation of trade ; it muff pro

ceed from fome internal defeCt, which 

ought to be well examined into, and its 

caufes removed.
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\ That the inveftments of the CompafcjW-J 

~$k>uld be made in the heft goods and the 
c hoice of the market , is juft and reafonafale; 
but care fhould be taken to prevent the 
Company's fervants from becoming the 
purchafers of what remains, with a view 
to make a profit upon It in the retail to 

ft rangers.

i do not objed againft this purchafc be- 
caufe a profit upon it does ajife to the fer- 

van# of the Company ; this, in my opi
nion, fhould rather be a rcafou for appro
ving; it, both in favour o f the fervants,
;:nicl hecaufe it is a drawback upon the pro
fits of thole who rival the Company in its 
trade: but when we coofider Bengal to be 
a country belonging to the Comptu.y, 'ex- 

poled to many drains in confequcnce of 
this1 property, and to one among the reft 
not inconfiderable. viz. the price paid fat 

■ the raw materials- of all the goods exported 
by the Company without any profit to 
Bengal, it will be expedient, to encourage 

as much as pofilble the fale of all that is 
over the inveftments of the Company, in 
fuch a-way as to increale the demand of

C- | f  $»
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V . fin gers* which cannot be fo well ax> . 

complifhed, as by leaving a reafonable pto- ■ ! 

fit both to maniiFa&urers and to foreign, 

merchant. .Had, indeed, Bengal no dc« 
cation fbr foreign reiources, l  thoulci pro- 

pofc no 'farther re&ri&iouson the Company’s 
fervaats in buying up goods upon, their pu- 
vate account, than what might; be necei- . 

fary for the protection of the imnufaftmes..

To enter particularly into the regulations . 

proper to be made with refp & to the trade 

of Bengal requires the n-ofi mtnwte ]w0 d  
ledge o f Ae fa te  o f every brand of i t ; I 

{hall, therefore, content, niyfelfw kh fug- . 
gelling the objects of iuch regulations. 

Theft: I take to be,

Mtjl-i The branch of importations by 
the Company, As to this, the regular . 

tions will relate to the public Uic* of the 
goods imported, and to the rule., to ..be fol- ; 

lowed, by all thole .who are to vend fuch 
goods, in every part of the country, Uni

formity m«ft here he obferved: it every 
prirchaler be not intided to the lame free

dom 5 i f  every purchaler be not fubjefted 
i ..'0 B b
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to the fame duties upon retail; and if  thefe 

liberties aud thefe burdens be not exa&ly 

fpecified ; this branch o f trade will never 

flourilh as it ought to do, for the emolu

ment o f the Company and the ready fupply 

o f the confum er: and as I am informed 

that there is very little abufe in this parti

cular branch o f trade, it w ill ferve as a 

good model for regulating the reft.

Secondly, T h e  inveftments o f the Com 

pany for the European market. Here all 

proper encouragement m ufl be given to 

manufacturers : i f  it Be thought proper to 

accept o f part o f the rents o f  the lands in 

goods, fuch goods muft be o f  a determinate 

kind, fo as to come under a regulation o f  

prices ; and although the nature and the 

profperity o f trade require freedom on all 

hands, ftill this freedom is not incompa

tible with* fuch regulations as may infure 

to the manufacturer the prices and profits 

which the Company fuppofe to be confif- 

tent with the intereft o f their own trade, 

and fufficient to produce a living profit to 

their induftrious fubjefts, which from 

abufes they are fometimes deprived of.



Thirdly., The .internal < ade o f Bengal; 

or the foie o f its nianuft&ure? for ihe.' con- 

furhptton o f the country, and the Ripply 1 
o f all other markets, by merchants, who 

are, or. who.are not, in the Company’s 

jfervlce. W hat .1 fhall" obferve concerning ; 
this is, that regulations ■ ought to be marie . 

general with rtrfpefl tes all 'infer. : what- 

ever cuftom, duty or esche be laid on, let; 

them affeT every trader equally.; lot. she : 

general and only P-"rwam&h lie tire Com-' 
pany’s regulation ; let the only dujhek be a 

permit Irma the Cuftom Hoirfe.; let frauds 

by the merchants, let oppreffions by the 

Company’s fervants, be putufhed by cour.s 
o f juftice, who thenW ill have a written. . 

law before them to regulate their decifions."

The fourth and hi ft branch of trade is, 

the importations, from the Afiatic nations,' 

principally con liftin g of the raw "materials •• 
for manufactures:';' of this enough has been 

already laid; 1 jfhali only add, that pre- . 

miuros may he given to thole who will 

explore the rivers and avenues leading; to 

the countries which abound in luch .ptor" 

duCtionSj and fecurity granted to the ha-



fives who will bring fuch goods te 

market.

Many bitter invectives have been thrown 

out againft the excife impofed upon fait, 

beetle-nut, and tobacco ; and becaufe thefe 

articles of confumption have been mono

polized, and that the profits have fallen 

into the hands o f private perfons, it is 

raflily concluded that the trade in them 

fhould be laid quite'open. I eonfefs that 

I fee the queftion in a very different lig h t: 

the beft of all taxes are moderate excifes ; 

the molt productive excifes are thofe im 

pofed on the neceflaries of life ; they raife 

the price of living univerfally and propor- 

tionably, and therefore enable every induf- 

trious man to raife the price o f his labour 

ill proportion to the tax he pays: they are 

hurtful to the id le; but I do not attend 

to the intereft o f the idle, any farther 

than to difcover methods for making them 

induftrious.

T he plan followed in France for levy

ing a tax upon fait and tobacco will fur- 

nifh the Company with many good hints 

for eftablifhing one branc'i of excife upon
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be impaled upon r tides of con inn prion., 

•except when it can be eafily levied with

out opprehion; it i.s therefore contrary to

the principles o f all ■ e.xcifes to fubjeft to 

that duty what may eafily be ccnfumed * 
without paying it. y

Rut fiib. is not a common pn\tu£U ,a of 

Bengali the places where n can be made 

.are. lew, and a great diftance from the 

places .were it muft be confumed. i dub 

not pretend to lay down a plan for putting' 

fait under an e.tcife, but i ih^li fuggeft the 

principle1; upon which the phv. may be 

formed.

The fak works muft he .exelufweiy in 

the hands either of the Company or of their 

farmers; in 'Frat, ,r they are in the hands 

of the farmers. -If in the hands o f the : 

Company* ad the dak muft be coll<vled 

into certain magazines, ate 1 fold at: a yxt-

.. V ■ r : ■ i f



tain rate to perfons who ihall engage to 

fupply every particular diftrid of the coun

try with fait at a certain fixed price. T he 

difference between the prime coft o f the 

fait to the Company, and their felling 

price to the merchant, is the excife.

T h e price at w hich the buyer o f  the 

fait for the provifion o f a particular diftrid 

is obliged to fell it to thofe of the diftrid 

is the aQize; winch affize fhould be as 

many per cent, above the felling price o f 

the Company, as to indemnify the mer

chant for all expence o f tranfportation, rifle, 

& c. and alfo to afford a living profit for 

himfelf.

W ere this regulation made, and prices 

fixed for every diftrid, people would be 

found who would make the proper provi

fion at the Company’s magazine, and who 

would tranfport it to the place o f confump- 

tion.

V As it cannot be fuppofed that every indi

vidual can go for a fmall quantity o f fait 

to the office of the diftrid, retailers fhould
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' -fo-fobe appointed by die felt office for dithribu- 

tmg the felt, at a rriodmt# profit; ak)V‘e 
the office felling price, in every country-' 

village.

Thefe arc the. outlines of the plan adop
ted in Frans, both fos felt and tobacco, 
with tome fro ail variations., howevei", ia 
conference of particular cm.amilanvrs 
relative ro their method of farming- and 
the like, and alfo to local exemptions from, 
this duty upon felt, vduc.’i make, it vety 
oppreilive in. thofe .4iftri.fi-!; where k  iincofe 
Jefh.d, but which will be 'avoided in Jfofo 
m l, firft, becaufe there mc-ft Be.no local. 
exemptions.; iecondiy, becauie there caa ■ 
he no foreign, ia.lt introduced, except by 
per mi ftion of the Company.; and, iu1 the 
laft place, becauf • the duty impofed tmift 
be fo.fmali as not to coil - the con firmer 

’ above the aluc of two rupees .. .for ' ne 
Maund of 8p-.pounds- weight, eigept for 
account of extraordinary mbuiccs, oi oi 
countries of very difficult acceisj wh-e,;e, 
in every way the trade can be carried on, 
the commodity nftft bear an advanced price,

'v  ' fcsft) ' ' ' j
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From this branch o f  excife, properly 

laid on, a great income will arife to the 

Company, and the country will be better 

fupplied, than by any other method which 

can be contrived. It is not true that an 

open trade is always the beft ; the argu

ment for it is, that the competition between 

dealers w ill bring down the price, but this 

competition is very fmall in the fale o f a 

neceflary o f  life, little different in its qua

lity, and proportioned, in its quantity, to 

the confumption of the inhabitants. Under 

thefe circumftances, I  fay, competition 

w ill never take place, except when the 

quantity provided is not fufficient for the 

demand, and on every fuch occafion, prices 

w ill rife confiderably, and the advantage 

from the competition w ill not counter

balance the advantage o f  a Heady and re

gulated price at all times.

L et me here obferve, that when trade 

has for its objects fuch goods as are produ

ced or manufactured in different places, 

under different advantages or difadvantages, 

natural or accidental, no excifes can pro

perly be impofed ; becaufe prices cannot
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then be put tinder any regulation: the 

trade muft be left free, and thofe who fell 

cheapeft will fupply the market.

But in this trade in fait the cafe is diffe

rent ; all dealers in it w ill buy at the fame 

price, and all o f them muft fell with the 

fame profit.

There is no rifk or expence which w ill 

not be compenfated with a correfponding 

allowance on the affize or price o f retail; 

there can therefore be no occafion to encou

rage the ingenuity and {peculation of mer

chants for the fupplying o f markets w ith 

this commodity. T he fait manufactured 

w ill be in proportion to the confumption 

o f  the inhabitants; and as the demand for 

it w ill be regular, and the profits to the 

dealers in it w ill be certain, the only ob

jects to be compafled by ■ the regulations 

upon the trade will be, to raife a branch o f 

income to the Company, to fupply the 

confumption o f  the inhabitants at a mode

rate and fixed price, and to allow a certain 

and regular profit to the merchant.
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w ■'Here again the bank will prove, of no
table advantage'. T h e  undertakers .for the 

fait office in a diilanj: part; of Bengal may 

.obtain credit1 from 'Che bank at the Com
pany's ■ fait' magazines fo r xht quantity re
quired iri the T iftfiT , It is the intereft o f 

the bank to take fcenrky fur the delivery 

of the felt into the particular fait office, 

and when this is done, the general mgu~: 

ions will prevent ail abides in the rcdffiT'.

Thus have ] endeavoured tt> lay down 
she principles of money, as far as they can 

• apply to the, prefent fitoalio® of Bengal, 

i confined to a fiver currency; and 1 have 

.. provided an expedient which, will be ready 
atlnud, whenever circnmiVmce* may re- 

quire the xffiffimee o f gold: the only thing 

' ne-edfary for this purpofe bc'ug, to give a 

legal denomination to the g nl coins, .ac

cording to the miftuatiiie proportion of the 

metals in the Bengal market,

. f  The I st.a& from Sir f « w s $ t n  r / 's  Tron.ifeon 
the i W y l s s  of Money appi.ed (o B e n g a l might end 
here; the remaining fctUvrr.ee:: art* added tli.it die eX- 

■ trafh, nay ferve as a direfiory to lie interefiing parts 

of the. treatife ncccSferily omitted. _
fy, r' .■ ' '• . . T k fi  1 / .«j f

f V :"



I have, to the beft o f my information, 

inveftigated the caufes o f that fcarcity o f 

the precious metals fo univerfally complai

ned o f; and, in. contriving methods for 

correcting this inconvenience, I have alfo, 

in proportion to my knowledge o f the ftate 

o f  the country, thrown out hints which 

people of experience w ill be better able to 

improve than I can be to analize them.

T he reformation upon the method of 

collecting the revenue direCtly from the 

occupiers o f  the land ; the converting o f 

a part o f it into goods manufactured, or 

into articles o f  fubfiftence ; the forming o f 

granaries, and the adminiftration o f  them, 

muft be the work o f tim e ; and the pof- 

fxbility of carrying fuch ideas into real ex

ecution, w ill be difcovered by circumftan- 

ces only, which have not hitherto exifted, 

and which the greateffc human forefight 

cannot foretell.

The fuccefs o f the bank, and the prof- 

perity of paper credit, will folely depend 

upon the credit o f the fecurities taken by 

the bank upon iffuing their notes. I f  ever
- : Y 'if .,1
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.. ' h i'm! ’.ry on trade; if ever'

they <fit.il i/av for goods with their own 
'■' riper ; ifevtr they ihalJ knd this paper on. _
V ]„,'caiious fccurit) ; Lie min ol i .c l>aul. 

ando. tnr -rcdil n nie J^inpan / in Bing#* 

v.;ii 1.' the mfcliidk- c(.)i.ei.x,iK.e.

C H A  V . VI.

q%rd 'Period of Revenue 'Management,

| ;\f proceeding, to the fhort adminiftration 
of Sir John Macpherfin, we muft uot be 
led to the political'.or private, traoiafbms of 
UrrHafiPgi government, at prelent the 
objects ofpublit inquiry; but having dated 
that the reVon.tea had diinin;died, and the 
charges of niatiageincut incr afed, during 
Mr. ĤaJirngP admlnillratibn,: it would be 
mjuflkc not to king under dorbuleration. 
that an accunjuladng debt wok to an <o» >i- 
roous amount, from the wide-extended 
difficulty and warfare which -at tliat time
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threatned the exigence of the Britifh em

pire in India : and it is remarkable that, 

in 1782, the increafe o f the revenues and 

decreafe o f charges in collection appear 

to have been 10,00,948 rupees; and iti 

twelve or fourteen months of the fame 

period, Bengal fupplied Fort St. George 

with C. R. 1,33,65834

And Bombay with - j , 02,04175

2,35,70007

Befides providing an inveftment by a fub- 

fcription loan; but i f  the exertions were 

extraordinary the preflure o f public dill refs 

inevitably followed; whether public cala

mity was wantonly aggravated by M r, Hlif

tings will be declared by the judgement of 

the molt high and Supreme Court o f cri

minal jurifdiction o f Great Britain, on the 

prefentment made by the mod: folemn, 

grand inqueft of the kingdom.

On the 5th o f February, 1785, the go

vernment devolved on Mr, Macpberfon, by 

the relignation of Mr. Hajiings. Mr. Shore 

returned to Europe with Mr. Hajiings, and 

bore with him the teilimony alfo from Mr.
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■̂ dStgipherfm., o f  hift be l a g  o n e  o f th e  m o lt  

in t e l l ig e n t  and  e x p e r ie n c e d  a f  th e  C o m 

p a n y 's  it T O ii'- . d u r in g  . th e  p a ft m a n a g e 

m e n t  o f  the Indian t lm iie e .  , But Mr. Mac- 

pherfon appears to h a v e  though. * v e r y  o x e r - ... - 

't io n , new in v e iH ga fib n  an d  e x p e r im e n t ,
33 well a,:! eJ:te£iiuil reform,, rjeeeffary to 

keep she affairs of the Company from fink
ing. The attention of A c Company and 
of Parliaraent was at the fame period un- 
remittiag, and very important changes had 
ari.fen. tri the 'public mind, and in one point 
only they ail coincided :̂ vizi the neceffity 
of deriitvc meafures ; confequently, the 

Gov-erno.i- Gen.erai, Mr. Macpherfon, ia Ben- 
gal,. was. employed in reducing to .practice 

reforms, •which in England file  greateft-
, abilities were engaged in reducing to prac

tical, theory. It appears, however, extra

ordinary, that, in the valuable and bulky 

vplutnc o f Pirns for Britijb India % not 
one word rclating’to the difference of plans*- 
or indeed any thing to lead to any'part of 
Mr, ■ Macpherfon*% admiruftration, appears, 
notwithftatiditig papers- leading. to the ii-

* " 'Ians for India, 4*0. D el-m l, 1793, 7
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X  nancial meafures o f his government had 

been laid on the table o f the H oule o f  

Commons to meet the notification o f  the 

propofed fettlement o f Bahar in 1790 

M y  attention was therefore led to account 

for the omiffion, and, in great meafure, I 

am fatisfied that the concurrent proceed

ings in Great Britain and Bengal having 

proceeded on different views o f the fubjeft, 

the Board o f Control to this day have only 

feen through the medium o f Mr. Shore, 

M r. Roufe, and other fenfible men, wedded 

to old fyftems, and prejudiced or commit

ted in the old Britijh Dewannee fyftem, and 

confequently has laid afide all Mr. Grands 

proceedings and reports, as SeriJJjtadar, fol

low ing the advice of Mr. Francis; who af- 

fured the Houfe o f  Commons, in 1790, 

rhat o f all laborious and Herculean under

takings he had overcome, none equalled the 

perufal of M r. Grant's papers, which M r. 

Greville had moved to be laid on the table 

o f the Houfe, and alfo wifhed to be prin

ted at the expence o f Parliam ent; this fadl 

at lead: (hews that Mr. Grant's fyftem was *

*  Inquiry into Zemindary Tenures, Appendix.



X n .'w n  to  e x lf t  a m o n g  th e  record;-* of tn 

C o m p a n y , o f  th e  B o ard  o f  C o n tro l, j'atul o f  
p a r l ia m e n t . It. nor. only re m a in s  fo r  rrur 

to  fh e w  that th e re  e p l l a T a  r e m a rk a b le  

co n cu rren ce ' b e tw e e n  r ite  G o v e rn m e n t G e 

n e ra l in  Bengal, , arid .’ t h e  D ire c to rs , B o a rd  

o f . C o n tro l, an d  'F ftr lk if ie m :, in  Great Bri- 
ialru

In January, 1784. Mr. Macphtrjon ad- 
drefied a feparate letter to the PkeiSfcors/ 

• with an outline of a general plan of reform 
and regulation of Indian finance. The 

Reports of the Houle of Commons of ■ Fe

bruary and M ay, 1,784, were uiider confh 
deration of the Bengal Governor in De
cember, .17S4, '.and Hide minions of the 

Governor General, and Council recorded, 

and promise of :cuei ponding exertions of 
.the Supreme Government. in Bengal was 
promised to the Direflprs, The 1 ft of Fe

bruary, 1. 785, Mr, .Hdftings refigned the 
government to Mr Macpherjln, The re

form of cftabUlhmeitf. was begun, the 
14th of ■ February,by the reduction of the 

'Governor’ s body guard, and in general the 

reforms ordered by the Dire&ors in JLmloiu 
.. yr: ( '5 ■' -
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'-FBevgiil )n February, Met :B, gpid /fei/Tf ■
' 785 - ' ' '

~rh<; pI:.Ui lot • i: .Ilf* h,.rgf ( f  ill ' (Srn 

pany s bond'd ■ debt. ordered on liit; i s t h '  
o f  Seplembyr, 1785, in England, ' Kj., - r r 

failed,, though iifjpatcls d tree. the ?m\i 

Houle before Mr. Macpba/onF piar for the 

feme object ■ arrived ; and the I ) k  ftor;. in -',' 

formed him, that they had rone, to tbc '' ■. 
refokitivjn c»f leaving the f>rit mine I ion-, o f ■ . 

their feveral efbblifhmcntS' in Ins Irindsg 
reforv'jtig to themielvei the iin J reviiiot? *,n

The revenue' plan 'was ordereci b) fb<s 

B enga l Government in: April, 1785, and \  
on the lame * lonthn rath of .April, ry86, 

the Company * orders lor their revenue 
plan were figeeci in L , <k r.

i he dear cafe of charges in rhe diitcrent 
departments., during Mr. M a cfb er fa h  thort 

adruniflratibn, forms fo grout a rc.'utirce 

to the Oocernmei'pof Bengal, that it ought

Diib<Sors Letter, 7ift Septctubtr, Far. 4.
C C



k ct to have paffed unnoticed by any accn-, 

rate examiner of the different adminiftra- 

tions, with a view of eftablithing princi

ples of fixed government.

Mr. Ha/lings, during his whole admini- 

ftration, was under the prcflure o f compli-i 

cated claims from Proprietors, Directors,

• and Minifters, to participate in his patron

age ; Mr. Macpherfon Was relieved from 

this complicated uncontroled fvftetn, by 

the arrival of Mr. P itt's India Bill, the 

26th of February, 1785, at Calcutta: but 

the firft advice o f the Company’s orders 

to liquidate the India bond debt by bills on 

England was received at Calcutta the 6th 

of February, 1786; conlcquently all the 

financial efforts of the Bengal Government 

were not then aflifted, as they have been

t fince 1786.

The arrangements introduced by Mr. 

Macpherfon, immediately tending to a real 

diffulion of knowledge, and to a real practi

cable control of Britijh India, which have 

been approved and continued, were, a 

new calendar, or abridgement o f the Ben-



;; -  ] 4 - f
' xjrgfu/ Govrrar-.;r. to < r  ion i nffiedrtjPJLj 

ever fine..' been ufuallv mune -'a ■; of the■ . , ; .. '̂ .... "f: f. j *■ : ..  ̂ _ riV/v,' 1 f ff'p ' ■
Court C t’eivui In, X'up/w' ; i iu^ ^ a. 
pi feci by ?. Cptnnun.t; oi the beads f rhf* ■ 

hiifticnl officer)j in 1785'. u\d .was in be, 

prefh iii [angary, 178?'. ' l ie ftabluh 

incut for ihe Cotnpuuy’s ihippiug at 
i%ajld Paint, Ere effoldai ment of i v fu~ ' t 

fiemont of Prhicv oj h iks < iff uir 
corrnierciaI and political {Wipe fif$r '• t v* 

commercial d^gjbeiaiioiif; \\ tt . the ufo 

]■ ■  an foreign chief., and the political cot)- a1 

fide 1 atiom relative ro r!>e i.ative pott a , < 

nr. f  ad are entiled to genet 1 vic\, r fame 

o f the otijeds of into a,d ;,'/n --mutm >i‘ - 

:pear, mom puhlb' adecici'emet t, or in the 

Pencil- con/ldiarioiv,, to be podjH'ncc for 

\lie uc dw.j 'tucru u on of 3’ W 1 nci 1 • 
rhe police o f Calcutta, the tt-rv; .-Ian of 

Baza/ . a  id 'vciucln),. of opr _ raxes 

on prov iti is , appeared pradicabio; 10 1

M irp’-r fon. frofrs tin . '-rumple o f Ck'^p^a,
St cunpan aft'i ( ’oau \mix.in 1 cl hi out 

log-.European facto ieS; id  ji tig ■ iouud 

difficulty in . foLYntou; n . legal and "■ efjfe&u. ■

■ * Bengal C, onfdVailons, 05th of Maitsh, 5.78s.'

:



rem edy; the markets however, were, r e ^ S L  

g  abated; wages of fervants could not, 

though there appeared to be in Calcutta 

2o,oao fervants and 6000 horfes, and the 

wages one half more at Calcutta than at 

the above-mentioned foreign factories. A 

bank wao eftablifhed by individuals in Cal

cutta ; the Bengal Gazette, 23d o f March,

1786, contained the plan, and the legal 

opinion o f M r . Dunkm  and Mr. Davies, 

which enabled every perfon to know that 

the plan flood on private confidence until 

the Legiflature, or a charter from tne 

Crown, incorporated and regulated a 

bank. . But Mr. Macpherfin's certificate 

plan eftablifhed at once confidence in the 

Company’ s paper, which he lfiued, as a 

fubftitute to the deficiency of Ipecie from 

the remittances, to the Coaft and China; 

he publifhed in the Bengal Gazette the 

names o f the holders, and number o f the 

certificates, and pledged payment o f every 

certificate according to priority o f date, 

whereby it is obvious he deitroycd the 

poffibility o f continuing private manage

ment or preference to the prejudice of the 

' Company’s creditor, f j p



] (qt
Vv- fey a regulation or March* 178 c,. . >:■ , r I":-.

r^ventv department, every farmer,. *:■><’ 
tnindar, or landholder, war required,, at. • 
tire dole of the ■ year,■ 10 p,o>. hh bond,, at 
12 per cent intcred, to v e  Cornp, 07 for 
whatever bafouce remained unpabi, to b- 
canc’d. able only by the order of Ihrectotra, 
whereby it ;G o,m on; he cut tip 1 he (ykotri 
of fraudulent balances and eompoiV.iOB , 
diele appeared foudanoental pntvy.es, i 
and led'me to imdligate the deg no; of >, 
fccurity which was. given to the mean clt 
landholder, native potttfk holder, bound 
by his. heritable foiich or grant, to pay a 

' w »tai/j portion of the pr-.dree ar an- * qui* 
vakut iu money, to "the prut- ciing' love - 
reign: the reference I nnke to Mi. Gtm t‘y\ y 
information is fuff; hem. to. fhew at leaft 

' tint: I  have been c o m  need hi. iyfo n rw 'h j? , f  

will rcahle piiTkaUv Sen.dry <:o hbtiu. 
landholders, , ml to tut. nation.
The honouruble'■ <' 1!K;; (Xiotx of. a ■ Ba ronef- 
age conferred.o.n Mr. Macr>hc'•Jon. followed ; 
his fupcrcciiton, and the thanks of the 
Company, h him no without their iihculitv, 
have acknowledged the extent, of 'the

" l i e
d :i " :.; . v  "■ d v'' ;ii ;
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reforms completed during his adminiftra-

Grand total eftablifhed charges o f the 

Bengal government, as they flood 31ft of 

January, 1785, when Sir John Macpherfon 

received charge o f the government, per 

month, - C . R . 29,60,627 2 3

Grand total o f the fame 

charges, as they flood 

30th June, 1786, tw o 

months and feventeen 

days before Lord Corn- 

‘Wallis'sacceffion to the 

government - 19,76,742 4 3

Total monthly decreafe

of charges or reduction 9,83,884 14 o

B Total annual reduction in the eftablifhed 

charges o f the Bengal government, from 

the 31ft o f Juhe, 1785, to the 30th o f  

June 1786, 1,18,06618 8 current rupees, 

or about £ . 1,200,000 fterling.— See com

parative account charges o f Bengal govern

ment, difpatched from the Accomptant

h7 u



v \  ^  C feher.^’ s o ffic e ,' Fori William,
'texuber, 1786 ,

(S igned ) J . C h b a  p , D . A c.. G en.

F  eG  per /‘‘ •w^./.r.pacqiK-ti 

in  England, A p m , 1787,

I  w in  i n o t.  pad. ov t r t in '’ period., fro ro  

.w hich J  .have derived m uch a u itu A io n ,,  

w ith o u t d u e l in g  "G  'ic  a ic n '. i im  u. i t . ,  
p ^ rr ic i fiju l y  ,v> S ir ‘John Af.icfi/it'f/on hab fo r  

fo n ic  Csrpe .beep, a flo a t n n v r  ;j the -DnriafS. 
o f  the pen tinept: o f . Evrr.ope,..and: M 1;. C a, :i 
has f u  1 ju d te i »idi ■ Ending t > J)> *,•

ftwittypujl w i t h  hi-, teutons in  xhc.Ntfrtb o f 
di 0. U\n,df h  11 ere t in Board o f Go m  <d n . ■ ph t 

je jxd fo r  1 he r n p n ’a i na tive  ac^ou ii* > o f  

B ritijh  India, t n d u - th e  fifygb"! fe d  o f  b 

o ffice , and io r ,  .the valuable d d d o n c a l ! i-  

b ra ty , n j t ' ’ jian, w h ic h  w ith , {b rn u c f 

t$l jd 'd H  M r .  (juta! re fers to in. th e  .extradf 

J ha te  no iJe fro n t h . > 'po litica l f r v t ' f v  o f  

th e  tHcrth-ru C irctvt, w h ic h  m to r in a iio n ,

I  behave, could no t be ol.ra ined h i v  , 

p u b lic  o r  o th e r p riva te tco llsd lio n  in  E urope, 

ifftC')



C H A P .  V II.

On the Certificates concerning the Defini

tion o f Zemindars.

M u c h  ft refs has been laid on the defi

nition o f the word Zemindar; in Europe 

it may appear excefsof delicacy and purity 

o f Britijh adminiftration ; in India it can 

only appear evidence o f our extreme igno

rance. I f  we are ignorant, we ought to 

be cautious from what fource we gain in

formation ; and the neceffity o f connec

ting the definition o f office with the Sun- 

nud, w ill appear even from considering the 

Company’s tenure o f their Jageer in the 

Carndtic, and their Zemindaries in Bengal. 

Mr. Dalrymple informs us *, that he ufes 

the term Jaghire geographically only, for 

if. it was properly Jaghire, there would be 

fervice due ; whereas,'* the lands being free

* Short account of the Gentoo mode of collecting re

venue, p. 5. Mtmjley, 1783. ■
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of all fervice, he clafl'es the poffeffioir A  

Inaum.

Mr. Grant informs ns, that Zemindary 

tenure in Bengal implies official fervice, and 

that i f  it was an heritable grant, it would 

be Al-tumgha, only in ufe fa ce  1 7 6 5 * ;  

confequently a definition of thefe two im

portant terms in the revenue divifion of 

India, mifapplied as a general definition o f 

Jageers and Zemindaries of the Moghul go

vernment, mull involve us in infinite con- 

fufion ; and.this has aftuaily happened, by- 

referring to the interefted native officers for 

proper definition of thefe terms. The im

propriety and fallacy of the evidence o f 

the officers who anfwered the queftions 

propofed by the Governor and Council in 

1773, is fully fated by Mr. GranAf  ; it 

will therefore be only neceflary fummarily 

to refer to a lentence in his analyfis o f the 

revenue o f Bengal. “  W e muft admire 

the candor and Ampacity of the Pundits or

* Inquiry into the Nature of Zemindary Tenures, 
p. 1. Debrett, 1790.

t Inquiry into Zemindary Tenures, p. 37.

- . Y 7 ? '
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Jclru'd lir.ibm < fid,’us, 'vL u anp'i.d tc r̂ J 

" i l f  3 7 73 , to  expound  the  dodtri-.e  o f  Cnc~ 
ceflion  to Zennndttrhs in  Bengal; w h e th e r 

by  civ'/y o r hereditary l ig h t i t  devolved to  

th e  lin e a l ddcepdae.f of ih  la f t  r o  tpant, 

o r  in  v 11 in. o f  Sutmitd o f  th e  P rin c e  ?

J T h e y  elector■', “  i t  is not w r it te n  in  th e  

Shajterd' 0 ; d iv in e  books f ip p o fe d  to  be 

p rom u lga te d  if .oao. years i before d ie  p o l i 

t ic a l i i i f i i t :  n s o f  d ie  ddogkd E m p e ro r  n 

Mindcfat' , ; s yd  wsy rn u ft  c o k a f t ,  n o t  

w ith o u t  in d ig o  a tw a ,  the  reference o f  th e  

yp ib  Sul,bah to th e  fc . ip tm a l code o f  th e  

Leg ijh icr o f Arabia* pubn 'd  in  the. 7 th  

c e n tu ry , as the  ro le  o f  duct.;!, ori to Umdpa 
/eranh u a f< t ov t ' l  u> u  f  | i  |*a 

a tohde rib fid  in  th e  Koran, and l l r f  iu tro -  

1' daced F'hb. ■ ;t&e MogbA s b u q u e f to f , Bm~
A  fa n ,  . litn o ft jooo  years A t t r ; befideo 

which, perv.edion .of chioti.oltigj, it: was a 
*• tminnl pervoriion of one or the beil-'un- 
der floodi fundamental ayd iacred principles,

. o f  Malone Jan fa ith , fo r  a Mujjidtmn to  ac

know ledge  a r ig h t  o f  te r r ito r ia l in h e rita n ce , 

in iie p  ,i.l ,t o f  v u t i ia l  lu p i m e -a u th o r ity , 

to  be; ve iled  in' any conquered infidelfubjtitA  
M r ,  R o if ,  how ever, refts ve ry  m uch  o nI ' 'V mi

V  ■ ■ " t f . .. > ■ •

0..ilk.,.... m k m  .....it...................._................ ......



' ’ tills evidence, though he admits “  fcdraf- •’ 

if  there fhould be contradidion on fnuilar 

queries, propofed even to other perfons oc

cupying their fiat ions, it would certainly 

weaken the firft evidence; but i f  from the 

very perfons themfelves, would not only 

difparage the firft, but render the tefti- 

mony o f fuch perfons altogether inadmif- 

fible*.”

M y private opinion^ was fatisfied with 

Mr. Grant's objection to the channel of in

quiry ; hut having heard that ftmilar. in

quiry had been inftituted, 1787,  in the re

venue department at Calcutta, by queftions 

to perfons more or lefs under the difquali- 

fication imputable to the reipondents o f  

1773, and that fimilar queftions. (IJsqlieve 

with an additional one) had been fubmit- 

ted by Colonel J . Murray, for his ,own in

formation, to fome o f the moft refpedable 

natives o f Hindoftan, whofe fkuation and 

character placed them above fufpicion o f  

intentional mifinformation, 1 was fo lucky 

to obtain a copy o f their anfwer in 1790,

* Roufe’s Differtation, p. 133. Slochlale, 1791

: :s i % -  ' ■



^fifequetuly my opinion w a s  ftrengthenr^^I-J 

but from th e  above pafLge of. Mr. fiou fe $ 
book I ihoulc! have ■ tehivecl that the 

: other ar.ftvers obtained by the B engal
governin'"t, i. (78.7, were nor o coaclu- 

fire to Mi. t fw fez  argument as thole in,
..17 7 '.;, o th e r  w ile , h e  w o u ld  h av e  p u b iifh ec l 
th e m , : a i l '- 'i ’J  os rcp iuT h .fg  ih p ie  a r rh v e rs ’"

•v ! .ich  M r. h / .iu / f  Had o u b lh B M  i , i f  l ie  
h ad  n o t to ld  th a t  h e  had i(i in / p e tfed  a l l  

th e  tn ire v ia i p ro c e e d in g s  of th e  t 'o r n p a n y ’ s- 

adm in iftratitv :*  at h m  w  and  ab ro ad , f a c e  
:,uiy w avs'" , r e la t in g  to tZerm:idanst 

(e x c ep t' dvme th a t  m ay- h a v e  a r r iv e d  w i t h ' 
in  ; ‘u s  J a i l  ' vvf ivt m o n th )  and I d e c la re  I  

h a v e  n o t feeu  a n y  th in g  l ik e  th e  c o n tra d ic 

t io n s  i ’u g g e fte d  . by Mr. Grant M r .

■ G -uni's le t t e r  to  Sir John Shore § ,  to  which 
" M r . Hmtfcs d iffitil ik o n  io a i id i i . 'w e r ,  o u g h t 

to  h av e  d irected  M r . Ronfe to th e  r u m i n a 
t io n  o ; th e  Bengal rev en u e  p ap e rs  r< e h u d  

in. 1 7 8 9  an d  9 0 ,  an d  h e  fltouH  h a v e  m ade 

i. fiverj! in m s h y  befo re  h e  ‘ v e n tu re d  to  it ife .

* iinu.fe'% "Wenation,, appendix, N«- 8,:
t Origins! niimiits, p. 71 • SteehLdi, I'fitH.
$ DalcrtatiO'- p. 134.
$ inquiry into Z im in  J u ry  tenures, Appendix, No. 3.,

;■ n&M: V gy,
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v \  i | L d te '‘ £ that M r. Grant would feem to>fo|’f  J; 

yite this country to ret rad its flighted fa ith  

in their fa vo u r*;”  particularly as, in the 

page preceding, he had faid with candor,

“  I muft do this gentleman (Mr. Grant)  

the credit to fay, that bis fentiments are 

here delivered without any tinclure of party 

fpirit or perfonal inveftive, except only 

againft the Mahomedan and Hindoo officers, 

whofe opinions have been quoted by Mr. 

Francis." Leaving therefore the contro- 

verfy of thefe relpedtable and able gentle

men, I ffiall ftate the anfwers above men

tioned, which I conlider conclulive againft 

the faffiionable definition of Zemindar: 

ye t I am very far from imputing blame to 

the different adminiftrations in Bengal for 

confulting their native officers, under the 

impreffions o f caution. The opinions 

contained in the following papers, may 

be faid to evidence the opinion o f the Car

natic and of the Decan, o f Oude and of Ben-

Eal'

* Diflertation, p. 22.

■ -
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WL'.-c is the Mt,;re -gf ,he Zm m hr’i: 
pr/axr 'End authorit /r.

1  ** §1 i  m m  1 ij ,*'<s ■
h i1 i 1 » \

Que^l'km Y . .

What Is the. origin of the jurifliiHon.. 
\ the rights and power of tire JageerJars ?



Queftion V I.

Whiat is the a&ual jurifdi&ion and au

thority o f the 'TakoktLrs f

Queftion V II.

In what manner ufed the Zemindars and 

Talookdars to d'(charge their feveral obli

gations o f Mal-guzari and N al bundi to Go

vernment ? and what tvas the nature o f 

the fervices rendered by jageerdars ?

Queftion V III.

W hat were the ancient limits and na

ture refpeftively of the jurifdiftion, rights, 

and powers o f Zemindars, 1 ’alookdars, and 

Jageerdars ? how were the feveral claims 

o f  the ftate as S'al-bundi, Mal-guzari, and 

fervices afcertained and regulated ? and in 

what manner are thefe points at prefent 

fettled ?
*" • }

N . B. T h e  originals had been fent by 

Colonel .Murray tb Mr. Dundas before I 

was favoured with the tranflation.

/  L 3 9 9  1  ( ,  .



i \ 1 th is  ; !»■  .■ t f b  l'-nt

c u ltiv a tio n .; and the  Huki>p g*vtn  In m  fo r  

... the  tanw .na  o:o ropt .  :.m iro m  too ( th a t  is, 

f’ -'hoih, haclt laud; tax i’-a .-•)
h i v , '  , '( J R  . ' !]"** ’ v .

' * 1 ' ■ ’ :■

t - V ; . /. r ''ht -..! a t ; ■ .

V» ■ ■  t § 8  , ti a .. h Sfi  I i....,........ .........
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.Anfvver to,the Fourth Qi»e(̂ oa,

The power1 ’arid aiitbrtrity of tbs Z'min- 

uut have been already defined, Ho Be law as 
a, iervanpof the Hak'tn,

AafWer to the Fifth Question. •

The origin oi .lie ji.nfihcHon o f JlgUT- 

dars is this , when a Servant of the crow a 
rendered any eminent fervice, fee (tifualh) 

had a Jtigeetr conferred upon him, which . 
y&geer was confidered in the fimae iigL: a;;, 
the ground forming rhe *uea of his iioufy, 
and equally with that efteemed hit-home 
or property fo, long. as he was not guilty 
of di&bedience o.f rebellion,

1 he An!wet' to the 6th, yth» a;'d 8th 
Qnellions isrom p relied by hiji Highnefs 
nun his anfwer to the 6th. '

Alt tbefe (that is, all thfelh .'various |f<y 
feripttons of perfonS) are feryauts of the 
Crown : firft, tiK'Wakim, called alfb Na-" 

%mk, or deputy; next, the ta&oM an, other- • 
wile Turajuurs. to vvhoit authority thtZeZ,  

mtndars and Jageerdars are- in the-
h,$V H o d



fame manner as the 1 ’alookdars are fubjeft 

to the authority o f the Hakim, and as the 

Hakim is fubjeCt to the authority o f the 

King : in fine, whatever orders, either King 

or “Hakim ilfues, are as obligatory on the 

Zemindars, Jageerdars, and fialookdars, as 

the holy law .’

*TranJlation o f the Anfiwer o f Meer Abul 

Coffim, Amlaffador from the Nizam,, and 

Meer Bend Ali, a Native Judge in Ben

gal, to the aforefaid Eight Sfiefiions.

Anfwer to the Firft Queftion.

T h e proprietor o f the foil is he who 

renders it flourifhing, whether it be the 

Reyut, (that is, fubjeft) by the permiffion 

of the Hakim, or the Hakim himfelf. In 

the former cafe the Sovereign is entitled to 

tribute from the foil, as the price o f pro

tection; hence it follows that the Sovereign

( h u e



can In laid to be entitled to tribute -ni/ 

v/hen he effts itualiy prorefis thfe •■ fubjcfil: 
from the opptefiions and injutlibe of ttfar-" 
per* or hwleis tyrants.. :.r '

Anfwer xo the Second Queinori.

The jurifliiflton of the Zemmdar1- is de
fined in the Zcmmdarj Smnnd, oi .patent ; . ••• 
and ..is .juft as cxtenftve as is therein .est**, ,, 
pfefied,,

Aiifma1 to the Thi'xt ^icitiou, .

The?e are aifb defined lit th e  K‘>itituuh*

Anfwer to the Fourth Qii. eftioti.

The powers of the Zun.-idar extend to  

far only a.s they are fixer! by the Hakim'S 

authority; thefe arc alio Hated in  f he Sum  

nud.

. Acfwer to the Fifth .Quefiion*

All the rights of die State or Crotvii, 
agreeably to the nature of the Kakm *i 

(perhaps it fhould be the So> creign’j) 
bounty, are veiled in the Jagecr Jar. 

hfV/
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Anfwer to the Sixth Queftion.

Thefe points are all fettled ip the Sunnud 

o f every T’alook, from the terms of which

it is not ufual to deviate.
*

Anfwer to the Seventh Queftion.

Sunnuds were introduced in order to re

move all doubtful points : all the particu

lars o f thefe feverai heads are fet forth in 

the Sunnuds, and alfo appear on the re

cords : it is with the fame view that writ

ten inftruments are taken from perfons en

tering into engagements with Government.

Anfwer to the Eighth Queftion.

In order fu lly to explain the ufages of 

former times, and o f the prefent, it would 

be neceflary to enter into a minute.detad ; 

nor is it practicable, without coufulting 

Sunnuds and Muchclkehs, (or engagements) 

to treat at all o f fuch intricate and con

tradictory matters in a narrow compafs.



ISi.B. The charafler of the Nkam 's Ml- 
nifter h  publicly known to be highly re- 
fpe-flable for ability am! intelligence.

The charrfter of the native Judge m 
Bengal is authenticated by a tranflatiou of 
the Teftimortial of Mr, Petrie, lit Perjian.

Thefe are to certify, that Meer Bandah 

A l\  Duroga, of the Calcutta Utna/af, 

coiuiv.dec* the bufinels both of the Four,- ■ 
durry and  Dtmmmee /Udmvlu'f., d u r in g  the;  

whole time, of ray holding the office of 
Judge and Mugiftrate, (till (uceeedeb by 
Mr, GLAwinj with p ro p r ie ty  and great- : 

ability ; and that I was well iat* Tied vivi-. 
his;conduct, which.,, as'tiir art I know, gave 
general fa tb: faff; on

(Signed) |

_ f O H H . JP G T RIK.
Odlober 29., 1785.

■ *Vjf *  ̂ ^  Vfi1
C a l c u t t a ,  Ja.n, it8; 17*86.

Meer Bundah Aly  having reijuefted dut 
I would.poruis the above-written Tpfttnio--



mat, and certify what I know o f his cha

racter and conduct, I think rnyfelf bound 

in juftice to fay, that, in my opinion, he 

fully merits all the praife which Mr. P etrie 
has given him. W hile Chinjura was un

der Britijh  Government, and I prefided in 

the Court o f Juftice there, the late Mr. 

Thomas D ug a Id Campbel aCted under me as 

Zemindar o f Chinjura, and M eer Bundah 
Aly was his Daroga, in that capacity, as 

well as in the Calcutta D ewannee Adaulut; 
I had in that fituation conftant opportunity 

o f  hearing what the natives faid o f him, 

and o f feeing the ability and temper with 

which he conducted bufinefs, and from 

what I have feen and heard of him, I think 

him a very fit man to be employed in the 

adminiftration o f juftice.

(Signed)

R o b e r t  C h a m b e r s .

- -
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>c h U 'i  te a fu re .

A.*«r tf> r|,« :**>».! QioWof.. ■:
The olsjef!’ t)t the it ■ »

mindary office is to promote iumtftiy among; 

the Reyuts.
' j ]

Anivvar to the T h id  Qneftion.

T he Zemindars. who 'wire mduftty 
among their Reyna-, are emitlid, in con-

■ 6?_ f
I  ' • ' ■ -V

, ;:v .; ■■ ./ 0 . . .  p .
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fidsration thereof, for every B ega  ( dttely 
cultivated) to two B ifivah s: or, as in fome 

Soubahs, to a premium of five per cent.; 

.and this reward is called Nunkar. T h ey 

alfo are indulged by the Aumils with in- 

confiderable farms.

Anfwer to the Fourth Queftion.

T h e authority o f the Zemindar extends 

to the realizing o f  the dues o f Govern
ment.

Anfwer to the Fifth Queftion.

A  Ja g e e r  is granted as a fort o f increale 
upon the falary o f  a fervant.

Anfwer to the Sixth Queflion.

Talookdars enjoy no fort o f rights; (that 

is, exclufive of particular rights) being o f 

the clafs of farmers of the revenue.

Anfwer to the Seventh Queftion.
*

T he Zemindars and Talookdars uled to 

account to Government for the (fettled ) 
taxes, leviable or due on the lands in cul

tivation ; and the Jageerdars, in return for



the bounty they enjoyed in their 

ufed to perform the duties of fervice.

Anfwer to the Eighth Queftion. I

T he rights of the Zemindars, in con

federation o f their promoting the cultiva

tion o f the foil, were afeertained (in the 

manner before Jlated : )  but indigent and 

powerlefs Zemindars realize but a fmall 

portion o f their juft claims ; while fuch as j 

are refractory pay themfelves the amount 

o f  their Nankar out o f their refpeCtive 

JummaSy and even keep back annually 

ibme part o f the collections (in the form 

o f  balances.) The Jageers conferred upon 

Jageerdars were in confideration, o f the 

duties of fervice to be performed by them; 

at prefent the bufinefs affumes various 

forms : and as to the Jageerdars, all their 

Jageers have been refumed.



C H A P -  VIII,

w E are now arrived at tho important 
period of the gpvrrmncrt* <R the Marquis 
CormsMllh, with Su John Shore z* the head 
0; thr revenue d p rtment: the tirft re- 
wif ac meafure. appeared, in the Codes for 
the general reguiatici of Cohehlors in the 
revenue department;, ami regulation in 
the adminitliraiun of j nice in the courts 
of- Jtcivannee Adintkf*. and in the frouge- 

tLrty, or criminal courts, publifh.d in 
j ySp  Mr. (drmi; &  the office of Se- 

rj/btadm, having iiegrfPv to execute tin- ie» 
venue plan which Sir JohnMacfhcrfon .had 
approved, on tin oaiormation contained in 

i tic  Analvf'a of the Revenues o f Be/igd, 
and compiled by him in conformity to 
the ad of 1784, then c.oniklered as the 
Padi.urnntan Charter of Rights to the 
natives of Brin/b India*, it .became neceff. 

fary for Sir John Shore to introduce his

'» InUixiuaioB to the Analyfis of Revenues of Bm~
gul} MS. e'tRM, '
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plans on the inveftigation required by me 

aCt, before he fuperfeded Mr, Grant's opi

nions, to which the new code of 1787 

were not applied. T h e  firft queftion at 

iflue was no lefs important than whether 

Zemindars were the legal real proprietors 

o f  the foil as landlords, or whether they 

were officers of the Moghul, collectors o f 

the revenues in behalf o f the fovereign 

proprietor o f the foil ? but it appears that 

the Board meant to j  uftify, by the anlwers 

to certain queries, a prejudged opinion of 

the queftion itfelf.

T h e  inftruCtion o f the Board to M r, 

Grant, March, 1787, was, “  to prepare 

and lay before the Board a feries o f que

ries for the purpofe of afcertaining, as 

correCtly as the nature o f the fubjeCt will 

admit, what are the real jurifdiCtions, 

rights, and privileges o f Zemindars, Ta- 

lookdars, and Jageerdars, under the con- 

ftitution and cuftoms o f the Mahomedan 

or Hindoo government, and what were the 

tributes, rents, and fervices, which they 

were bound to render and perform to the 

Sovereign pow er; and in like manner thofe
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from the Taloohkrs to their immediate 

JLtkge -Lord' the. Zemindar; and by what 

role ox ftandarcl they were, or ought, fe~

... verally to he regulated/' The obfervaiibn 

■ of .Mr, G n it ii  on the inode 'he Board called 

o n  him to propound queftious relative; to 

the public revenue to intetefhd individuals,' 

and 110.1: fb.anfwer r.he c|uerics officially con

nected with hi. department, appears in an, 

appendix to the treiti.e he published in 

■ London*.-. The qr.ehions which, as Sc* 
riijbhidar., he had atmvered, ate the fame 

to -which the nnfwrrs of different natives 

are. detailed io the preceding page?. I re- 
■ hi ro Me Gf£Uh'';> a-ilwer as of the fir  ft 

authority;; and it will a*, ail times be found 

, policy, by minute mveftigarioa .of mtelli- 

peab covenanted iVrvants, lo fup. rledi the 

fitceflity off a public parade of ignorance, 

for, cxcluffve o f the inconvenient:- .which 

now exifts from the erroneous, dectiion o f . 

this queidion in .1789, it may occafion. 

devious politics! inconvenience, by encou- 

' raging ‘every dependant :on' the B'rjtifh
dm . w A ,  111! ’T’t," PTriflllh, J§?§ *V‘’ \ a V » Alf f/t 1 MM fj l *ii V , ' ( / ’ r 1 } 1

*  Inquiry info ZemindarjT en u icf > Append, f i d . ;}. 

p. .5o. • Dtbrttt, *790, '4  {i$.k



power, to inftitute claims, on our igno

rance, incompatible with the rights and 

exigence of the power of Great Britain in 

Britijh India. The public, in the above- 

mentioned treatife * o f Mr. Grant, the late 

Serijhtadar, may examine the arguments 

which Sir John Shore rejedled; and by pe- 

rufing the treatife publilhed by Mr. Law  f ,  

late a Member of the Council of Revenue 

in Fort William, may examine the argu- I 

ments on which Sir John Shore adopted, 

in 1788, the Mocurrerry plan, ordered by 

Lord Cornwallis in 1789. It is fufficient 

for me to refer to thefe documents to ju s

tify my opinion o f the inveftigation o f  

1788 and 1789, and it will not be difputed 

that the revenue and criminal regulations 

were publilhed in Bengal in 1787,  and that 

the definition o f the perfons to whom they 

applied was not decided in 1788, nor pub

licly determined before the date o f the fol

lowing order.

* Inquiry into Zemindary Tenures. Debrett, 179°.

t  Sketch o f the late arrangements in Bengal. 

Shckdale, 1792. ,



7 a John Shore, Efq, Prefideni, and Mem
ber of the Board af Revenue.

.>■ •> yard- ■: ,
Kif-mf  : . , ... V ■■■:.. , ,

m  ■ , ! '» » w t t  gg 1
• Tov. r Witi.iam, 'M*y *. 1789..

OlfclWtli'Wttflt,

" W IT H ' '.a view.' to. carry into': executiOtt 

t'' ;dorders of the Court of T)itaftor& fora,
H ['■ o'rrdW ' v: W■dd r i d d t i  f - ' r '-. ,-\> if-i,. -.■■■': •.;•■'•:..V

fettle? cen to f the Bttbdf provintw, wo have 

thong;-. it expedient to take the 1 object in*- 

-to our eon'‘.deration at this early period, 

that, at the expiration of the Fijillee year, 

in Sepfemtrcr next, the mea lit re may bfe 

Vv-hollv icco«tpli(hcd,-or, as tar as pra&ica- 

bfe carried into execution,.

C  ur mftru&ions to the Colledldia of B a

bur, regarding the lettlement of laft year, 

were preparatory to the meaftlrt*, add had 

a reference to it; we have accordingly .paf- 

led the following fefolutton, with A view 

to the final attainment of the intended ob- 

; jecl. fVc$>.’V
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ift, That at the expiration o f the pre- 

fetit Fu^Uee year a new fetdement of Bahar 

be concluded with the Zemindars, the affinal 

proprietors o f the foil, whether at prefent 

independent or dependent upon any other 

Zemindars paying their rents immediately 

to Government*

ind, That the fetdement be made for 

a period o f ten years certain, with a no

tification that, if  approved by the Court 

o f  Directors, it will become permanent and 

no farther alteration take place at the end 

o f ten years.

3rd, That the Jmnma which each Z e 

mindar is to pay, be fixed by the Colle&or, 

with the referve o f  the approbation o f the 

Board o f Revenue, on fair and equitable 

principles, according to the bed: accounts 

which he can procure of the value o f the 

• lands, ‘without a meafuremeni o f  them ; that 

i f  he Ihould deem it eligible, he may call 

upon the. Zemindars to deliver in propofals 

for renting their lands, but that his judge

ment is to determine the amount.



id i, That the Ganges, be not included in 
any Settlement with any Zemindar... but 

tl• ar f fo the prdent, they remain under 

the excluuve jurifiliation of an officer ap

pointed by the Col kfitor. ■■ who is. to propose 
fuch regulations as he may think bell cal

culated for regulating and fixing ibe dudes,

5th, That the Jumma o f each Z e
mindar,: being a(TeiTtd, the' ambunt thereof 

ilia i! be apportioned by the different, villa
ges in it, if  poffibfe, piertous to tK  cotl- 

elution. c f  the -Sudder jumma,■ .either, by 
the ZminMr, who is.'to be required to 

make this diftribution, or CddieSior; orfub- • 

foquent thereto, under, a. cliufe binding 
each ZemmJv to deliver .u.s an account,of 
the aiifeffinent on the villages apportioned 

, to the Sudden jumma within three months 

from the iigriat.11.re o f the Cabarjwt.

6th, That if there.are villages of which 

there are no proprietors, the fettlemtnt o f 
• them be. made as above with a farmer,

yfh, Thar the Sadder KijUmndy be fo re
gulated, as to affi rrd tht. Zemindars ail pof-
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lihjc convenience on the ci '• try© of ttre/r^

' tents w ith. a ■ cute r, gr.nl to the iccurity 

o f  (iov-etnmenr, and that fh< Collector re- 
*jJort whether any. and v, hv., inconveni

ence uoaltl entue froni tAtendint; the pcrjpd 
of the Suddtr anti Mtjujjil Kijlbiindy to-"tsyo 1 
months ,'uftead of one.'

3th, That the Collector !o alfo nltablifli ' 
the. M'jnjjii Kifibundy jn fich a form as 

may bet moft ecn.enient for the Rcyuf:, 
without rriking the feettrky of their pay- 
i-Tiu to Go\ r .-■ iment.

!i * 1 * * ’ 'I
p.th, That as- the number o f.. renters 

paying ■ revenue immediately t&"'Govern- 
r'ueat trlay„ hi conieqnence or h^rxuhg a 

(fttlerncnt with the Zemindars., be’gty;; iy 

iufcreafen, the C'olloffors report.if it will 

he necofli.try and adviieabJe to appoint, Teh-. 

Jdiitars to receive the ■ revenues from a cer

tain number o f the. landholders, and who 

trier, any, .and u .i t. additional expenee 

will he required ou this account.

loth, That every 'Zmdndar, or. Tabok  ̂
aar, who is a ruinqr Oi fni ,i; . be declared

f  d f' C C T r f i T f  c l i f c T c ' . - ' h r d f f e v r ;  p-.y .. ,v y  f  x fT c if lT f.h h ffv ft T i  fh  i i i b i b d b : ' f #
.1 :pT ic e e.



incapable of having any concern whatever 

in the? management of: the revenues, and 
that no engagements for the payment 
thereof be contracted with any Zemindar 

under this ddcription.

The management of the revenues of 
Zemindars who are minors or females, (hall 

be affigned to a perfon efpecially appointed 

by Government for this truft, to be deno
minated Serbuzacar, or Manager, who, 

previous to the receipt of his com million,, 

is to execute an obligation binding himfelf 
to a faithful difeharge of the duties affign

ed to him, and no farther.

t

The Manager is to be chofen by the Col

lector, fubjedt to the approbation of the 

Board of Revenue, and his commiffion is 
to be figned by the Collector, and to be 

authenticated by the official leal. In re

commending the perfon to this truft, the 

following confiderations are to be obferved:

In the firft inftance, a near relation of 

the Zemindar is to be preferred to all others ; 

in the fecond, a creditable fervant of the

;se|)

. -a •- .



'I  and 1  ̂ a p t  {

connected withd i t : capacity lot the bull •
. o Ĥ ff'Chc ddr!\f'y: ,''>■.■■■'. '‘';i';uwif4f:teĉ

neis is imderftodd . to. be a ccvtirry quali

fication, and to be * arti ulm y ;>fiVided to- 

itj determining the preference.

:: ' ■ : £;':: f  f - ’ '' :g f fw' ^te f
v L u n a c y ,  co jit u to a c y ,  o r  tu forim t-; .p ro-

fligaey o f  character, are to ter dcm ied d :( • . , 

qualifications o f a. Z em in d a r, .add let- ■ 

'dement, it  Inch cafes, h  to b re »vi m i 

by the piovifions above laid down with, re

gard to the lands olteminors a J females ; 

hul no Z^ m uiJaf is u  be e x c  ■ te<< for any 

o f  the- ch (qualifications n u r i  i u in this 

article without the previous approbation or • 

the Governor f/oaenil n Council.

n th ,.  Thar the tu g  , l . r a r .  uitli the 

Zem indars', and F a rm ,'?i be rrridi. for-S iccu  I 

.rupees,' and.In order’ to obviate .ft mooli»

’ violence .Which"' may mi ft trom ihttre act 

being* a fujficjeiit rm ttfpr o f  B kca - rupees 

in circulation for theu-vTucnl o f  the re vie-' ">fe "V gib.: • "i 4 bf.'fv 0 qfe'.fe g ."-.'V, C'Pgpb i i’: Hf,
n u e s , that th e  O tm e fs  an d  Zemindars be 

*■ allowed, rill the e x p ira t io n  of c.lie Fujillds 

year, t tyy,  the option , o f ’paying; their 

re n ts  in  Skcai,  o r  ir i Sonams a t  th e  Bufia
f Cgy EC a



at winch the latter are reduced into Siccas^  

in the* treafury account of the Collector. 

That the Collectors do either remit fuch 

Sonant to the Prefidency, or in the event 

of their being obliged to pay them away to 

anfvver bills drawn on them in Siccas, they 

inlert in their treafury accounts the profits 

or lofs, or on the difpofal of them, under 

the head of profit and lofs on exchange. 

That after the expiration o f the year 1197 

no other rupees except Siccas be received 

at the treafuries of the Collectors, it being 

the intention of Government to put a flop 

to the currency of every other fpecies of 

rupees by that period.

W e direCt that the above refolutions be 

tranfmitted to the Collectors of Batsar, 

and that they be d ire cte d  to prepare for 

the formation of a fettlement accordingly, 

to the prescriptions of them, adviting you 

bv the end of June, if any objections fhould 

occur to any of them, either as to the pi 0- 

priety or practicability of them, to fubnnt, 

with fuch objections, any other propor

tion's which they may deem more eligible.

'fe i;
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T w foT T T h b  ten years feulertfwnit, anl/ncw de•

■hnifion o f perfons, de libe ra te ly  re to lved 

o n , w ere p u b ii l lu d ,  Zemhidars w e re • m V i- ’ 

ted to I ’u W c rib e ’ 10 i t ,  b u t ica rtte  iw d  they - 

reached the  raore  In fan t {ra tions th a n  th e y  

w e re  fo llo w e d  by-orders .cance lling  parts  o t . - 

th e  ay; c e m e n t; f|V  G o v e rn m e n t fo u n d , b y  

the-' experience o f  th ree . raobu iS , f tro n g  

obje iio n s  w h ic h  o u g h t to  have been to r t r  

leers by a c u rfo ry  v ie #  o f  tire  proceeding:; 

o f  th e  revenue -departm ents, re fe rre d  to  -ia 

th e  above ordc , and pas“ieu t ir ly  oy 'n r  

corre fpondenoe o f bn- ytrhn Shore a tttl M i. , 

Law % T h e  f u l l  o p e ra t io n o f i ! e ' ic ic le  , 

a ffe T tn y  Abfeniees appeared in  th e  accounts 

Ha-villa: Bahar, in  t lip fe  d i f t r ic l -  o f  U > 
sn w h ic h  the  Mocurrcrry le ft fom en t Tan! 

th e n  taken  place ; t h o V w l y  defined- p ro 

prietors w ere  d ii'po lls ;lied  Jouly on  a ccoun t 

o f  th e ir  ab fe ticc  ; o f ’to  v illages,: C o n till-  

in■.>; o f  :3:045a. Begas. a lle fle d  at 10 ,5 5 5  

rupees ; and 40 villages o f ro ,y 6 o  Jsega** 
a f id f o i  at i o , 560 rupees, w e re  r-fufed by 

th e  -proprietors on the  c o n d itio n s  o ffered by  ' *

*  S ketch  o f  late  /V'uingem suits, Si .Mute, 1 7 9 ;:..  

t  Ibid. p. 117- - 1 -
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the Colle&or ; and 4 villages, confining 

o f 2,679 Begas, afielfed at 773 rupees, 

were taken from proprietors without any 

caufe aligned ; and in other parts o f  the 

return the detail was by no means fuffici- 

ently explained. Sir John Shore could 

not with (land public opinion, fupported by 

fuch official evidence, and he confeffed that 

the Mocurrerry plan, profeffing to eftablilh 

hereditary efrates with fixed rents * , in prac

tice, eftablifhed an Ideal permanency ; that 

the rules which he had deemed adequate to 

lecure Zemindars in their rights, and the 

Reyuts from oppreffion, though numerous, 

had proved indefinite and arbitrary ; that 

the undefined relation o f Zemindars with 

1fialookdars and Reyuts, which he conceived 

would have been fettled by defining the 

relation o f Zemindar to the fovereign, and 

by leaving the Zemindar to fettle with the 

dependants on his landed property, had 

brought forward cafes which the Revenue 

Board were unable to underfland or define;

* Sketch of late Arrangements; Mr. Law’s Letter 

to John Shore, Efq. Prefident, and Members of the 

Board of Revenue, p. 48.
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v <  a id  in  common: &Aiss th >. .v a n ,. o, da ta pm . 

eluded decifio r: on  p rinc ip les  of j" i. 're  and 

'.policy. ; a|d  that 'uncertain decifloa^ied In -

v a r ia b ly ' e ith e r  to f m .  n . r a  o f  e v e r  a e ,

or to confirmation o f  ( p p-. 'five exaction 5 

that be was 'thereforeconvinced, i f  the 

Z m in d a r i  were; left toiinair.e'r;hejh arrange- 

ments with th e K ey u is, ■. w hich  \yas the 

fundamental prindfk of' the Mocurrerry 
' plan, the canfuJion could never be adjtided.

In,- this dilemma* S|r John Shore ■ ■ ■ coin- 

m en led that the; ten.years n t t H c  -nt, .p r o - .. 

inulgateci to the. - co u n try , as permanent,

' A b out: L* c o rf fA 'rc d  by G overnm ent- a s  a 

pvt sod o l\  \pe « n c .d  ; i f  it fh p a l.d  be ro u n d  
I  ru ra c tir ..:> le  to  c Ik G  th tribute u n d e r  

th e  adgnov.- ied g ed  i rocjiiu liry  o f  a f le f tm e n t , 

n iu c  d iftp b ritro r i o f  i t  m ig h t  p re v e n t; the 

dii ino t- ri o f  r e v e n u e t h  •. th e . neivpr.tt- 
e ft  w o u ld  be Ix n ic r  in tro d u c e d  b y  d e g re e s  

th an  e f ta b liit ie d  b e y o n d  t l ic  p o w e r , o f , re* 

v o c a t io n , bur th a t  d ttrin  , th e  ten. y e a r s  

th e  ajfeffmeni a t  all events t l .n u id  he umitc ■ 
rake ; th a t  h e  w a s  n o t l o r r y  Mr. L a w 's : 

p lan  had  been e x e c u te d , a s  th e  e x p e r im e n t  

w o u ld , le ad  to  f a r th e r  e x p e r ie n c e , Vv-.ii.ch 

m a y  a ftilf  in  d e te rn f t im ig  th e  g e n e ra l q ye fi-

■ I ' l -  ' '  jg|



tion; but he was convinced that many 

confequences o f the plan appeared in a dif

ferent light in pradice than they appeared 

to him when under difcuffion; and on the 

whole, that the fundamental principle o f 

the plan, i f  confirmed, mufi be correded 

by annulling the parts which have a dired 

tendancy to fubvert it, and Government 

mull fubmit to reicind what it has ap

proved *  I trace Sir John Shore's explo

ded opinions, fupported in England by do

cuments, for which M r. Roufe acknow

ledges his obligation to Sir John Shore in 

his anfwer to Mr. Grant's Inquiry into Ze- 

mindary T en u res+. It is no part o f my 

investigation to afcertain in what degree 

Lord Cornwallis Was embarraffed when Sir 

John Shore left him to amend his acknow

ledged errors; I make no doubt, all the 

circumftances were confidered; otherwife

he would not have been recommended to
'

the honourable marks o f  Royal favour, 

and fent back to India as fuccelTor to the

* Subftance of Sir J o h n  S h o r e ’a  Minute, 8th Dec.

1789' . . 0
t  Mr. Roufe's Differtation, 1790,
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Marquis Cornwallis-, but while the public 

opinion in England was reconciled to the 

definition of the Zemindar adtual propri

etor and iiege lord, by the learned differta- 

tion o f the Secretary of the Board o f Con

trol, the opinion o f that meafure in India 

may be colledled from the Dedication o f 

Agricola's Letters to Thomas Graham, Efq. 

Prefident of the Board o f Revenue *  in the 

following extract:

“  W hen I firft committed my fenti- 

ments to the public on the finance o f this 

country, I little expedled the important de- 

cifion regarding the Zemindars' proprietary 

rights in the foil would be fo foon palled, 

or I Ihould have forborne treating o f the 

fubjedt, or endeavoured to do it on a plan 

confonant to fuch decifion. I fhall avoid 

giving my opinion at prefent on the pro

priety or neceffity o f fuch an acknowledge

ment on our part, nor is it any longer 

neceflary to invefligate their claims to it,

* General Obfervations o f the Mode of Aflfefling 

and levying the Land T ax, by Agricola. Calcutta,

|79I* V



I  hazard  any decilive  o p in io n  on th e  above,

.pe rm it t ic  to  a lk , w heShcr ou r dydenv o f 

finance is nor. w buh 'y  founded on th e  con- 
■ ts r rv  k c a . v ia . 4‘ ih ? t the  Zemindars are 

n o t the p rop rie to rs  o f . the."lo ll ; a t leaft I 

s' e:ar p ie ty .. if in ,  t ia p th e i . l ig h t : : I  have e r -  

dcavoMjted to  expofe the  Id ve n ty  and im pe  . 

l ie y  o f  ou r c o n d u it ,  even under tha r c<-n* 

j l tU & io r i o f  th e ir  p riv ile g e s , b u t I ,  even 

n o w . quefticOT 'whethot* thtpterrn.s ii i ju f t ic e  

atid v.ole. * ~ are r  -t n .o rc  ap; iicctb5e and 

■esDreftiV'S' o f  it .
|  S * ,** W'i 4l oHi, >■

‘ •".M r." L a w , : ;ui..vhis 'Mocarrerry. p lan , 
l>,as ta c it ly  denied the Ze-Midafs’ p rop rie 

ta ry  r ig h ts  in; the foil., and l  am induced  to  

..ft: ihtu'c th e  m any lm  outilte tyrico w h ic h  

he , has fa llen  ■ in to , to  d m  d iff ic u lty : o f ac- 

k i io w le d e it if f  Inch r ig h ts  w ith o u t adopting  

an. en tire  new  iy f ib m  ■ fur i t ; w i l l  d e a f ly  

appear,, i f  th e ir  r ig h ts  be a d m itte d , th a t 

a it oar regu la tion s  are d ia m e tr ic a lly  in. op-



| * )|  t w  i % L
pofition to their exercife thereof. I f  the 

Zemindars are the proprietors of the foil, 

may I alk Mr. L aw  on what authority or 

title he claims about one fixth of the coun

try as Crown land before we even invefted 

them with this nominal right? we ncver 

confidered the cultivated and uncultivated 

lands as the property of different perfons, 

and under the Moghul government the 

Zemindars were afleflcd for both a like; 

a plan which ftrikes me to have equity 

and good policy for its principle, and which 

I have adopted. Notwithftanding Mr. Law  

has made this curious refervation, he yet 

talks o f the advantage the Zemindars are 

to derive from the increafed cultivation o f 

their eftates, which leaves a doubt of his 

meaning when he fpeaks of Crown lands.

“  I cannot but regret that the Zemindars 

are declared the proprietors o f the foil, as 

it mull; prove an almoft infurmountable 

obftacle to lecure the Reyuts from oppref- 

fion, without a continued infringement of 

their privileges, of which, no doubt, they 

will become highly jealous, whenever they 

come to underhand more fully tire mean-

( S t ) ;
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■fefeg o f  p io p e r t j ,  and d ie  ih c o n te flib le  r ig h ts

’ i.s e d  th e re to , and .'feeured by Britijh 

la w s . F o r m y  p a rt, I  th in k  th e y  w o u ld  

Ijc . iiiih ifie d  b i appealing-, on a lm o ll every  

e x i t in g  re g r lo t io n , to th e  Courts, a t h om e , 

and doub t iu , t  b u t d u y  w o u ld  cau ie  th e m  

to K  uoi.o a w a y , and w co ve r hem  y dam a

ges ol the C o m p a n y .

“ ■ 1 i: i i  f u l l y  perluaefed we.had th e  ;im e  

a u th o rity , fo r  c o n iid e rin g  m a n y  clail.es o f  

Reyvii p ro p r ie to rs . o f  th e  fo i l ,  and the. 'be

n e fits  ( o be lo o ke d  to r f ro m  .fuch a . m ea lu re  

fa r  exceed th o le  we can derive  fro ru  th a t 

o f  deck)dug th e  Zemindars, and a fe w  fa- 
■ look'darsvfhe only p ro p r ie to rs ; n o r w o u ld  .' 
‘In c h  a deck o n io n  have in v o lv e d  us in  to  

m a n y  inconTiftencies in  m a k in g  a fu t lc m e n *  

ifh r  :rh.e re v e n u e s fe n tt  had we .not ta ke n  

fu c h  id  u n p rodu c tive  Hep, w e . ih o u ld  have  

been at l ib e r ty  to  d ivide th e  c o u n try  in to  

moderate' p o ru o n s , ;uid to  i d  e ft the  m o i l  

. co m p e te n t ?,>d d - ie i h n g  pe'bhns fo r  fa r

m e rs , to  the im p ro v e m e n t o f  the  revenues 

■and ie c u m y  o f  rh u  Reyes ; w e cou ld  have 

ra ile d  a n um erous  clefs o f reputable yeo

m a n ry ,  in ftead o f ag g ra n d iz in g  a / m y ' a t

< , >< L\
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O f  expcnce of hundreds of thoufands; w e- 

have now blafted the ptofpedt o f exciting 

emulation and induftry ; we ihould then 

have had real Crown lands to look to for 

a future increafe of revenue. It is a ridi

culous idea, to talk in the kune breath of 

afle fling a country at a permanent amount, 

and yet fubjeft the people to unknown 

exactions, under the plea of political ne- 

ceffity. A  little attention to the flu&ua- 

tionof the value o f money, in the courie 

of a few years, will fhew the falacy of a 

fixed and permanent rate of affeflrnent on 

land in this country, where every other re- 

fource is fo cramped and limited, or, I 

may fay, where there is no other. An 

infuperable objection to Mr. L a w s  plan 

is, that it i’ubjeels the interefts of thou

fands to the caprice o f one, and is, in faft, 

inconfiftent with theobje'a aimed at.”

Having found the difficulty o f com-' 

prehending the outlines of general policy 

in the plans for India, I at leaft had given 

credit to their local information ; but it is 

impoffible to explain the acknowledged ei- 

rors o f the fettlement of 17S9, without

■ ■ ( p % ;
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die' ov S adder 'I aubuods without recoiled:- ;;
lug that rhe Takokdars were, nine out of 

ten, rnprcfutl by the 'Zemindar v*. The 
corrective meafures adopted !>y I/'u l Corn- 

| ‘walks "appear to . be' toumlecl on Sir John 
; ShotTs 'vj'npto, and Mr, Law s zeal, com

bined with information publlfnct’. by A ijt - 
cola* The lirff. innovation of the. iTJe- 
meet ot B t i p8y , vvrfs introduced 

with the tet’ iemciit <T Biu^al, or ft red zta/ 
to be made with Mw 'soorf Tii/cokdars pn.v-. 
inff-e.tftrooan Zemimars,. out with Zwtm- 

: die diftonSioo Mufc-'.nry Tabokdar 

. was found to ha'edit fete ft. and at foil a h  ex- 
piodcd y „ and they were dec ah reel

■ brebrision ot the foil eompofour their Ta~x , _ -■ .*. ■ w
.looks; and to produce unity of tyin-rn, this 

dil'eovery was extend -d to die filth meut 
of Hahar.

i ' ' i ) o'. <f«

ih e  regulations relative to ,h®r or m- 

terns! chides, were _i afleu by the Governor

dr; Ltver an-
t Skeicli of leie 'Arrangements, p. 48 ant! p# *44.

A ,
' f i f  I , k  ~ v

WA-et1 ■ i r w r . , '  w t ., 1 ' 1 . : a: .

m  -’‘ A w , , . / ,  w M  >b
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in council in June, 1790 s ; they refunbefi*-- 

Ganges, Bazars, and Hants, which had 

been included in all former fettlements, 

and compenfation was ordered, amounting 

to one tenth o f the net receipts, to the 

Zemindars and holders of Maigoozary lands, 

who had been permitted to colleft thofe du

ties as part o f their fettlement; and officers 

were appointed by Government to colleft 

the duties in the Ganges, Bazars, and 

Hants, in the Maigoozary and rent-free 

lands +• T heSair  duties, including Aboabs, 

were abolithed, with the exception in be- 

. half o f Government of Calcutta and govern

ment cuftoms; the duties levied on pil

grims, at Gy a and other places o f pilgri

m age; the Akbe.rry, or tax on fpirituous 

liquors; and the collections made in the 

Gunges, Bazars, and Hants,, fituated in the 

limits of Calcutta, and with the exception 

in behalf of the adlua!proprietors, accord

ing to the pnblifhed refolutions o f n t h  

June, 1790, o f Aboabs, denominated in 

the Sair account Phulker, Bunker, and Jul-

* Sketch of late Arrangements, p. 245.

+ Ib id , p. 257.
5 ‘
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t # t  yruuorl, apd f  faeries, nieaorx hated by 

i •• ilv U' i order as o. the narurv of rents and 

p ro p , obj< f b  o f  ttnauthtirtjrJ taxation * :

, bur j{ -lift® that die 'extent o f  thefe re-
% :-i V : . l  P 'h y  ■ .. ' . •/. n.V ' . .Isy f :,,,f f 'y  y- : ,

; ■: fum ptiov i* w  ?.'strict ur-.tier {teed • fem e were 

1 ailuiryd and reU nqu ilhed  half a ao/O n t ;  e , „ 

in  the t i r f t  year, to,, ren tie r then} com patib le  

< >:th  the i n k  of G o - e rum en t k  l im ite d  in -  

■ f. ,cr ’-o't o f  its  lo le n c i d e c la n tio n  in  the
f1 y ffb  i 1 *'of hiff f y f e'''f  ' fiafi 'j a d" -i fa 'ly fb  ': ' -'f; f/*'f’'.'fttti'' f 1 y f y - y  ■1 v ̂

pu ca d iti',’ . '0 f r f ; the fe  d ifficu ltie s " .not
‘ ' V a ( . 7 " ' ; 1 _ * t ' ■■■'; .. i  1
o/,1 delayed tiff left! rnenr many months,

\ri . ‘ . (* V'i ' ,'f • , ' '' 1 .'

but e *ed a general bbliden; e in thceotin-
y ly y i; ' y f fy  y>;yyfy : .f'.- ydy;':. iev-eivab-". f V a  s yyyk^ yyu;

\ try, ant! convinced the tfrihinadr's .that the 

" t io. ! / '<‘,u.kbufi could tint be parnjaneiit;,

_ f f u r n m ,  nf u e y ' - u i y  em br ailed, for 

. . I ' u, ’ > l ' f  ti t h e  principle o f  the

. f y ' . r r  hr. at i , f  u it Dw1 n o ' l ’ >. Err 

thatJ#t the r c g n ln i  la i f s F %  i > reader 

them  a sp!’ -„.[ k- t s the p u r p r f e > o f  r e t  ulie 

,ai i rl Pi inajn a i , j’lidky to re In  the '■ ■ Srngaf-.mo: 

v./ic : s ; th e  arfti ucu-d code \ra.s pu'.iHthc.i 

•V in . NowuMswi, ■ 17 1 r, '  and fr'.ther 'amend™

. :<i,sS vane .tliii v. an;,ins?1, w hich w ill

0 '/>  ‘ibs itivo f Jate .Vraiigenwiits, p. v fi.
: t 4 . o !«ett 1 i f > 157., | f



me to explain die progrefs oi l

• judicature in B e n g a l . . .
* .<

C H A R  IS.,

■ .....  ' • ' .
' The ■ P'rsgrefs o f Courts of Judicature ••/ 

TMti/h India. . • '

T  ' ’ ’
I T  will be. retnetnbeied a Mayor’s Cooxf, 

at Calcutta, iucli as if now exifts. at 

drqfs and Bombay, by royal > barter. h?4  
been, found- adequate lt> the {vurpA.::: of. 

juftice and police pit.'-nous to 1757* 

period at which the Company w<r obliged 
to apply to the King for powers to relent 

itnjuftice,. and to recover-from .the Harpers 

of the Mogul's, power the prwdeces which 
bad been granted, to trie Company, by the 

Mogul. The King of Gtecu Britain granted 

to the Company it- 1757 his-right.to the 

plunder and booty cl warfare; .and the 

fucceffes of the Company not only repaid 

their lofTes, but rendered them^thc molt 
■ d '...,. " - f  f 'f .S r i



powerful among the ufurpers; and the 

Mogul finding it impoflible to reinftate 

himfelf in the Bengal provinces without 

the aid o f the EngliJJj, threw him felf un

der their protection; they pleaded their 

faith to ufurpers whom they had fupported, 

and the Mogul was under the neceftity o f 

figning the partition o f his empire in the 

manner which Lord Clive dictated, judi- 

eioufly and politically ftated according to 

the circumftances o f the Englijh at that 

period, with a view o f eftablifhing the em

pire of Britijh India-, but foolifhly and un- 

juftly, i f  Delhi and Allahabad is permitted 

to become an hoftile inftead o f a friendly 

bariier; and if  Oude, inftead o f a powerful 

dependant, becomes an opprefled or an in

dependant power. T he northern defence 

being fecured by Lord Clive's partition, 

and the north-weft barrier o f Bengal being 

in the hands o f independant Rajahs, who 

had preferred their faftnefles with limited 

diftricts to fubmifiion to Mahcmedan or 

Mahratta government, required no change; 

the Circars were at that time important, 

from being the quarter in which the French

could prahtife the leflbn which the Englijh
■
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- '-fed fo aptly learnt, They were not re* - 

.fponfibk to the prejudices and coniTui- 

tionai jealoufy' o f .a free government, but. 

they were beat oh attaining power m In
dia, and it faked the Br'tijh policy to grovel 
with the Company’s agency, 'under native 
grants er as allies, to rout the trench in 

the Greats as allies to the Nizam, rather 

than to refill and defeat the policy of France, 

by a general war. The gran’ of the Circuit 
by the Mogul was made a paramount legal 

title to its foveireipoty, and was ettahli&ed 

alfo.by the Britijh army; but the Mogul's 

grant o f the Bengal ..provinces was framed 

to be compatible with the Company's E u

ropean and Indian interefr, and apparently 

with their engagements to the Nabob 

whom they had made, The Company 
became Dmkms, or receivers of the Sove

reign’s revenues, not accountable to the. 

Mopul, -to .cover by that nominal office 

whatever revenue they could not Hate as 
plunder and booty in  thdf ^account with 

the King of Great Britain, and having got 

the purl’e, they were not inclined to let 

others participate of the fflion ; they fet

tled a .pen lion on their Nabob, and ap - 

F f a



pointed ati intelligent native to execute the 

fundions of Nazim ; from ^which period 

the fovereignty has been exclufively in the 

Englifh. T he Company might have cheat

ed the ftate if  their fervants could have 

been permitted to adopt fimilar definitions; 

they had feen the profit of monopoly and 

inland trade, which they knew to be dif- 

tind from territorial revenue, or the Com

pany’s commerce, and thought it reafon- 

able that they ftiould enjoy them as per- 

quifites under the veil o f the native govern

ment ; the chief fervants, civil and mili

tary, therefore entered* openly and largely 

in mercantile concerns, with the powers of 

government to enforce privilege o f mono

poly. T he Company was unable to con

trol their principal fervants; their princi

pal fervants were unable to control tliofs 

who were not their partners; and the Com

pany could not proceed without applying 

to Parliament: this neceffity may be ad

duced as a political lefifon, and in confir

mation o f the excellence of the Britijh 

confhtution, which poflefles in itfelf the 

principles of renovation and felf-corredion, 

whenever the tempe'r of the times or the
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'jaecefTi'ty of particular cafes force its fub- 

jcdts to appeal to conftkimbnal prmcipres.v

A t the period the above-mentioned -mi

nute * was entered on their proceedings, 

Lord Clive and thc'SeJedb Council ro.UI the 

Directors + they were become “  the Sove

reigns o f a rich and potent kingdomj ?

“  not only the collectors, but the proprie

tors, of the Nabob’,i dominions-.’’’ "Gover

nor Hohvell made them remember that the 

plunder of the-provinces during the decay 

of the Mogul government had been divided 

between the Soukih and the Deiv'm, and 

that the Scubah had the-lion’s lhare. The - 

Company appeared to approve the idea of 

retaining the whole legal and illegal profits, 

by faking the Mogul’s fihare as Detvan un

der his grant, 'and alfo the Souhuh's c.vic- ' 

tions, and the Dewar?., peculations, toge

ther'with the whole yearly - produce of the 
country. Governor HohvelFs valuation 

above hated J has been reckoned much

* Page 308, 28th October, 3:765.

t Letter irara F o r t  ( f i l l i a m ,  30th September, 1765.

t  / j t .:



exaggerated, but i f  confidered as the whole 

yearly produce, w ill not appear either high 

or very inaccurate.

T h e  Company thus obliged to apply to 

Parliament, and convinced that the tem

porary expediency o f  the veil o f  native ad- 

miniftration could not be rendered perma

nent or effedual, determined, 111x771,  to 

hand forth as Dew ans, and to realife a 

fubfidy equal to the whole refources of the 

country, as before dated *. T he, ad  o f  

x 773 w ent much farther than the C om 

pany w iflied; and the* application o f its 

powers not only gave rife to differences 

between the judges and the government 

in India, but between the Governor Gene

ral and his Council, during w hich period 

every circumftance tended to delay the 

eftablifliment o f  good order and o f effec

tive control. W h en  the Com pany ap

pointed fupervifors in Bengal, the re

venue and adminiftration o f  juftice was 

vefted in them ; a Council o f  Control at 

Moorjhedabad and one at D acca  were ap-

, ■ s r p
* Page 338.
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■ ^jr.fSfoted to control the coiledors. and theta 

were Subordinate to the Supreme Council 

o f the Prc udency. On the palling the a it ' 

o f 1773, the Khaifa, or head revenue, 
court, was moved tram Mosrfhedaftad to 

Calcutta, and the two provincial councils 

of control were aboliflied, and the whole 

control veiled in the C ouncil of Calcutta,
I f  the parliamentary prom illy which I 

have called the Charter o f Rritijh India'*, 

is. not dead letter, the cafe of NrnJcomar 
need not be prcfented to excite contrition.; 

eloquence and ability have not been want 

ing to reprefeut %to the feelings o f Great 

Britain, but.I.much queftion -whether Bri- 
tijh judicature would not have been left to 

its cosu-fe, if fortunately it .had not alfo 

impeded the current bufinefs of the re
venue, as . the letters of Mr. Ff/rings f  

and thofe of Mr. Francis above, listed ref 

t i f v I t  is propofed to faew in what 

manner the Cupreine government got. fid. of. 
the fupreme judicature, and induced Par- >■

*  Page 135,
t  Later from the Governor General to the Direc

tors, j.i.twiy l j j b  fey;
346.



liament to con feat to emancipate the re

venue and the natives o f India from Bri- 

tijh law.

In 1774 the colledors were recalled, 

and the diftrids divided, and provincial 

councils eftablilhed at Moorjhedabad, D ig- 

nappre, Dacca, Burdwan, Patna, and Cal

cutta, and the adminiftration o f juftice in 

a Member o f  Council by rotation. T he 

new fyftem o f management, o f a fingle 

fuperintending Committee ftationed at,the 

Prefidency, w ith the additional charge o f 

feven lacks, connected with the eftablifh- 

ments o f Dewanny Adaulet amounting to 

fix lacks more, evidently intended to efta- 

blilh a Court o f Exchequer according to 

the Mogul Jtyfiem, totally diftinct from 

other tribunals of the empire, and to ex

tend the forms o f its civil jurifdidion over 

all natives paying rent or duties; it was 

obvious to thofe who underftood India that 

nine tenths o f the people came under this 

defcription, claffed either as farming land

holders or manufacturing Reyuts; by fup- 

porting this diftindion the warrants and 

writs of the Supreme Court became ufe-
, ■ f dLPi j



lefs, and two or three cafes were fnfficient 

to fihew that Britifh law adminiftered to the 

natives, without attention to their cuftoms 

and opinions, would prove intollerable. 

I have already obferved * in what degree, 

by the a d  of 1781,  Parliament reduced the 

jurifdidion of the Supreme Court o f Judi

cature, on the general opinion o f Britifh 

flatute law being inapplicable to the man

ners o f the E a ft; it only remains to date 

the modifications of the native courts, pro- 

fefledly to conned the adminiftration o f 

juftice of the country with the realization 

o f the revenues.

It was propofed in 1770 to veil: the re

venue caufes exclufively in the Provincial 

Council, and thereby diftinguilh the jurif

didion o f revenue caufes from the jurif

didion o f the Civil Court o f Dewannee 

Adaulet and Fougedarry or Criminal Court, 

both newly modelled ; but the acknow

ledged oppreffion o f the Reyuts or Pottah 

holders was fo great, that Mr. Hajlings ap

pears to have thought it impoffible for the

*  Page 346.



provincial council to do them jttftice and 

manage the collodions, and therefore to 

have given the cognizance of exactions not 
warranted by Potiahs. or ieafes to the court 

Jldaukt- ■ :D-e<tvannee Zillagmt *. In 1780 
the adratiiUtration of juftiee was feparnted 

from the control of the revenues; .but in 
feme diftri&i, as at Chlttrah, Bpgkfore, 

JfunnabcuU and Pungpore, the collectors for 
the time being were made the judges in 

the courts M ofujii Dewannee Adanlet in 

■ i-781 , the period of the increaie of the 
courts of Adauki and of the eiiabliihment, 
which continued during Mr.Jrlafiings ad- 

miniftratioii; it would therefore appear that 
the juftiee: of the country was fufficieatly 

dependant on the. revenue, but it did not 

*; prove fir: the criminal jurifdidtkm bad 
been at ah times diftmef from the civil, 
and a colle&or, alio judge, both of civil 

and revenue caufes, might be embarraffed 

by the chicanery- of. the FougeJarry or N i- 
%arns courts, if r. native chanced to incur 

the penalties or wilfully claimed thejurif- 

diefcion. of . the criminal court to avoid op-

($ 'X O
* Plans for Biitipb India, p. 1.14*
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preffion or complicated civil procefs. It 

was by no means impoffible that one ma

nufacturer, being alfo cultivator o f laud, 

as they moftly are, might have a Peon in 

purfuit o f him at the fuit o f the receiver 

for rent; another on a civil fuit in the 

Dewannee Adaulet, of which the collector 

was judge; another at the fuit of the com

mercial agent, for the produce o f his labor 

as manufacturer, to which private Brttijh 

and foreign companies, and individuals alfo, 

often inftituted concurrent claim, on ac

count of their advances o f cadi to the ma

nufacturer, which they followed up by 

arreft, on their own authority, though ge

nerally under the claim of privileges, exer- 

cifed under the PhPmaund of the Mogul.

It is ficlear that half-finilhed clothes cut 

from the loom cannot fatisfy the juft 

claims o f the trader, and that it matters 

not whether an exchequer, or a civil or a 

criminal meffenger, arrefts, fuch delinquent 

muft be ruined, and the adminiftration of 

juftice is endangered either by its iubfer- 

viency to revenue, or by oppreiiive and 

indefinite concurrent jurifdiCtions, incompa

tible with European or Mahomedan policy.



W hen Parliament had curtailed the pre- . 

tenfions of the Supreme Court o f Judica

ture in 1781, theft cmharraffnients in the 

native courts were confidered ; the Fouge- 

darry and Tannadaj efkbliftimenfs were 

abolifhed; and civil judges, being Com- 

■ •jpaay’a covenanted fervants, were appointed 

to aft as magift rates, to apprehend perfons 

charged with the commrdion of wrong, or 

crimes, or a;Sts o f .violence, but were re

quired to make reports unto a department 

o f the Prefidency under the control o f the 

Governor General* ; and in this date the 

courts remained til! 1787, when, according 

to Sir John Shores fyftem, the collectors 

were made judges of IXwannce Adauki, 

and magiitrates with Fougedarry)m\{<Mtioi\% 

judges of petty criminal caufes,' tOjinflid 

c o r p o r a l  pyniiiunont, or to impofc lines on 

the 'offenders + ; and his power extended 

to the commitment oi Zemindars or land

holders for breach of the peace, or conni

vance At the fam e j , T h is gave the full

* Plans for E i  t i i/ b  L ,d ia ,  p. 395.

1 Ibid. 396.

t  A r t .  13- Regulation pi' F a u g td a r t^  or Criminal 

Courts. C a lc u tta , 1787. y  X $
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meafure o f  power to the collector of' rt- 

venue, making him party and judge in re

venue caufes, and uniting in his perfon all 

the civil, and great part o f the criminal, 

juftice o f his diftridt; but the jurifdidtion 

o f  the Nazim  was ftill oftenlible, for the 

magiftrate arrefted, and m ull fend to jail, 

but he had not permiffion to releafe him i f  

the examination convinced him o f the pri- 

foner’s innocence *. B y the regulations o f 

1787 the colle&or was to become a check 

on the Fougedar, or Nazim , and the collec

tor’s reprefentations againft his negledt 

were to be tranfmitted to the Governor 

General, who was to reprefent thereon to 

the Nazim  + ’• the reports o f the Fougedarry 

collectors loon convinced the Marquis Corn

wallis o f  the neceffity o f more prompt and 

impartial juftice, and he propofed the mea

fure of removing the Nizamut Adaulet, or 

chief criminal court, from Moorjhedabad to 

Calcutta, and to inftitute courts o f circuit, 

three for Bengal and one for B abar; each

* Sketch of late Arrangements, p. xxi. Mr. Law’s 

note.
t  Tenth Regulation of Fougedarry or Criminal Court, 

1787. ; F g i f



ttKnf fiiperinteaded by two covenanted 
fervants, a Rifted by a Gauze e and M ufti. 

and by the prefent act, the Supreme Court 

of Judicature is to tiiue commiffions of the 
peace, arid juftices fo appointed may fit 
alfo in the• courts of Oyer and Terminer*, 
and the juftices may afterdate with the 

- judges in caufes appealed; cmifequently, 
i f  the collector fhall be juftiee of the peace 

in addition to. bis other powers, as Juftiee 
he will fit in the court of Oyer and Termi
ner' to execute the law of England; and tf 
he remembers the 21 ft of Geo. III., cap. 70, 
fee. 7, he will be able to elude the pofli- 

. bility of .an appeal laying either in Briiijh 
or native .courts; for it is there ehach'd, 
« that the fa id fuprerae court Jhall not 
have, or exercife, any .jurifdiaion in any 
.matter concerning the revenue, or con

cerning any iSt or ach? ordered or done in 
the colleflion thereof, according to the 

iftage o f the country or the regulations of 
v the .Governor General and Council."

I refer to the late ft information, which 

« Flans tor SritifiJndia, p. 13a. .

/ " . -€SP
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has been publilhed by the permiflion of 

the Board o f Control this year*, in which 

Mr. Bruce has hated the regulations of 

1787, and the amended code of 1791;  

I  was rather furprifed to fee the code o f 

1787 fo foon amended, and notwithftand- 

ing I remembered Governor HolwelVs opi

nion, that a collector had fufficient bufinefs 

i f  he attended to his duty of colledtor +, I 

did not conceive, it poffible for any fyftem 

to have occafioned fuch complicated bufi

nefs, as appears by the returns from  the 

difriSls to the Revenue Board at Calcutta 

in December 1791 ; at which period 

the undecided caufes amounted to feventy- 

feven thoufand, exclufive o f Mhal caufes, 

and dil'putes between Reyut and Reyut, 

and between Zemindar, or Renter, and Re

yut ; and alfo exclufive of caufes in the 

Fougedarry departments, all which were 

' then under the collector, together with his 

collection. It is expedted the powers of 

the Naib Nazim, as head o f the Nizamut

* Plans for Britijh India, part 2, fee. 2. Dclrett,

*793- v .
+ Page 318.
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jMauki, being veiled in the Governor Ge

neral and Supreme Council, affifted by the 
CanuteulCczaat, or bead Mahomsdan judge, 
and two Mufties, will be able to revile 

all the proceedings of criminal cafes tried 
before the Courts of Circuit, .previous to 
the execution or judgement: and that a 

'farther amended code, in 1793, will amend 
the t wo former codes pub!idled fince Lord 

' Cornwallis'& arrival at Calcutta-, the Collec
tor mud: then again define his Exchequer 
authority, and the civil and criminal jurif- 

didtions will be again fepanited» the regu
lations may define the leverahjiuikhctions 

with accuracy; they did fo before they 
were univerfally united hi the colle&or in 
1787;  but the cafes were lb blended i,u 

' practice, that it was, and will continue to 
be, impofhble to daft, them, and determine 

to which tribunal they belong. It is not 
> Itippofod that the Supreme Board of Judi

cature.can be again thought of as a fubfti- 

tute for thofc defects of reyen ue judicature; • 
that court remains under the prefeut act as 

iti Hood fine© the a&. of 178.1, with the 
addition of being new made a court o-f
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and will ifTuc eam m lirionO lLj 

the peace ordered by the Governor Gene- 

rial; with feme encouragement, the .old 

conteft .for jurifdi&iotv. might,;be revived, 
and an acl of indemnity would Igafe he 

nectffary; but the coufuquenc.. which 
Lord Clive predicted * is nor hkr^ u ariie, 
if the Court of DireGors,, win.-, arc deemed 

by Parliament competent to lelccV gover
nors, (hall acquieice in tie pretentions of 

th court to refufc a barrider the benefit 

of their licence without a ; [on a Tig 

ic> long as the Supreme Court of Judica- ■ 
ture exults, reference to tire Chief Juftice 

of the King’s Bench fhould fao&ion the 
.licence o f Diieftors, without which no 1 

one fhould pradile Rt/gii/h. Inv in Indian 

the judges in Bengal fhould be, reipunfible. 
for the purity of .the praOnce in their 
Court; but Sciaar Juchces fejus dicere, 

rim dare, Leges-'. iotcrprccari, not), con- 

tleref.” We. are at pr dent in rm danger 

from Brki/h of from Hindoo iavv, hist wg 

are likely to become adepts in the Maacmê  

dan law. .eg am;

* Page 309. Bacon, . \i
, ' - G ft ..OC

• fig f. . • * w>



W hen we refer to the Koran as the uni- 

verfal code, we cannot be fuppofed to look 

for a definite ru le ; a celebrated writer *  in

forms us, the fubftance o f  the Koran, un

created and eternal, brought from heaven 

b y  the angel Gabriel, was revealed in feraps 

by Mahomed according as it fuited his po

licy  or paffion ; they were collected two 

years after his death and publilhed, and 

the facred volume, in all its various edi

tions, boafts the miraculous privilege o f 

an uniform and uncorruptible text. A t the 

end of 200 years the Sonna, or oral law, 

preferved by his'w ives and companions, 

was fixed and confecrated by the labours 

o f  A l Bochari, who diferiminated 7275 

genuine traditions from a mafs o f 300,000 

reports o f more doubtful or fpurious cha

racter; the work has been approved by 

the four orthodox feels o f  Somites, It ap

pears that w e have feledted the commen

tary of Mobumed and Yu%ef; we are told -j- 

that for thirty years w e had wavered

* Gibbon’s Decline of the Roman Empire, Vol. V,

C a p -50- .
t  Plans for Britijh India, p. 403. A.'-
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' ’ 'between their doctrine which made 

ten?Ion, the criterion of guilt ; and /Iboo 
llnneejh, who made the manner or inljtu- 

menfs with which murder was committed,, 

the rule of determining the pimifhment, 

and that the- qheftion had been lately de

termined by turning Aboo out of couri.

„ On'later information o f Sir IVillum Jm n, 

we are referred to A l Serafyah, aft before 
ft- ted \yho declares his diftent to certain 

doctrines*- as incompatible with juft ice and 
with the do&riues o f Omar and of AIL I 

am very well convinced that no 'noneft fol

lower of Omar, or o f Alt, thouglvrequired 

by aft of Parliament to take the pro • 

fbribed oath every fix days inftead of 

every fix mouths, would pur. it ?u com

petition with the fundamental principles 

of the. law of Mahomed, or fentence to 

death i f  the heir pardons f  much itsfa ft* all 

we have from the follower of Ora at ’ a tear 

of pity, fuch as Mahomed ihed over the 

tomb of his mother, for whom he was for

bidden to pray; though by his faith he mufr 

continue to believe the Brliifh conqueror 

doomed to the loweft: abyfs of everLiting 

* ' ' ■
4 Intrb(iu’ftion, page iv.
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torments. W e might expert better chance 

from the twelve Imaums, or heads o f faith, 

deduced from Fatima, the daughter of M a

homed, given in marriage to A ll, whofe fol

lowers, more tolerant, acknowledge the 

feriptures, but deny the divinity o f Chrift, 

and firmly believe all nations will be con

verted to Mahomedfn on the day of judge

m ent*. Even chequering the jurifditftion 

o f MuJJulmen and Hindoos by making Muf- 

fulmen collect from Durburtur and Bermut- 

tur lands t ,  and Hindoos collect from Khy- 

uat lands, may vex, but would fail in efFeft, 

i f  the tax is not defined with juftice, and 

abufe controlled with vigour.

T h e  humanity of Akbar, in a variety of 

codes, enumerated in the Ayeen Akberry, 

recorded fpecial grants to different clafles 

o f fubjefts whom he governed ; by huma

nity and policy he foftened the independant 

fpirit o f fanaticifm with which the Mahomp- 

dan religion, deftitute of priefthood or fa-

* Franklin's Tour from Bengal to Perfia, p. 74,

>788- '
t  AgricoJas Letters. "
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' --crince, iooked down on the fiaves .or

~ . p e t f t it io n . T h e r e  c a n  .be n o  d o u b t b u t th e  . 

P a r l ia m e n t  o f  Great Britain, c o n f id e n t ly  

.w i t h  th e  p r in c ip le s • o f  a f re e  co n f.icu tio n . 
and th e  in fl.u en ee  .of C h r i f t i a n k y ,  m a y  .froo i 

th e  code ' o f  Akhar f e l e d  th e  r u le ,  and  b y  

its  v ig i la n c e  g r a d u a l ly  d if fu ie  th e  M ef lin g s  

o f  i t s  p ro te c tio n  to  a n  in o ffen s iv e  people,, 

T h e  d e fe r ip t io n  o f  Cauaefs in  1 7 8 9 * ,  a n d  

in  th e  rep o r ts  o f  th e  C o m n tk r c c s  o f . th e  

H o u le  o f .  C o m m o n s , c o n c u r  th a t  u . th e  

v e n a l i t y  of Cauz-ees T d .c e  th e  (C o m p an y ’ s - 

ac ce f iio n . to  th e  Deimwriee ad d e d  h e w  ta x e s , 
o n  Reyuis an d  c o m p re m ife d  c r im in a l  o f 

fen ce s  T  . ; I ih o u ld  a s .m u c h  qttefuo .n  th e ir  
a b i l i t y  as th e ir  p ro b ity ,

1 'V . \ 0 . i - t ' ' Jk , 1 i iTv h TThg-Tf \:vf :
I t  does- n o t  r e q u ir e  p ro fe il io n a l k n o w 

le d g e  to  f y m p a th h e  w i th  d ie  Biit-jh n a t iv e  

fu b je e f  o f  India, w h o ,  g r ie y o u f ly , o p p re f ie d , 
h a s  h ith e r to  fo u n d  th e  c o u r ts  o f , ju f l ic e  

f h u t  to  h is  f u it j  i f  e n o u g h  o f  h is  p ro p e r ty  

does n o t r e m a in , a f te r  fe e in g : th e  l a w y e r s ,

* Sketch of late .Arrangements, inliod, p. xiii and 
j>. xx. ‘

t  Seventh Report, p. 327. - I ' '



to make a depofit o f money in court pr6~ ■' 

portioned to the greatnefs o f the caufe, 

that it may be admitted to a hearing. 

T h is might be necefl’ary when the courts 

claimed the Chout or fourth o f the amount 

o f all fuits for their perquilite; and the 

credibility o f one Mujfulman oppofed to 

two Hindoos *  might fuit Alahomedan con

querors ; but the continuance o f  fuch dif- 

tin&ion between fubjefts is neither confif- 

tent with policy nor juftice; and yet the 

jury o f MuJJttltnen and Hindoos f ,  as recom- 

meuded by Mr. L aw , appears not lefs in

expedient : becaufe we know that the ef- 

fential rights o f Cajls would be perpetually 

violated unnecefiarily, i f  perfons, ignorant 

o f the diftin&ions, formed what they 

thought a creditable lift o f jurors, merely 

to affume the form of Britiflj juries. Par

liament is pledged to refpedt ufage and 

opinions, but not to perpetuate the abufes 

o f ufurpers.

* Sketch o f late Arrangements, Introd. p. xviii.

f m .  P. xxi. S 3 g



r i Q r

C  H A  P. X.

Alienations o f Revenue 'connected with poli
tical Error. ..*■

I  C O N C LU D E D  the analyfis of the Pro

vincial Ei'tablifhmertts o f  Mahomed,-m Con

querors in the countries cdniHtixting' Briti/h 

India, by m  illuilration. o f the expediency 

o f native forms * previous to the confirmed 

abufe f  o f viccroyal afleflinents by Zemin- 

dary junfdi&ions in 1 730, which ever fince 

has influenced the appropriation o f the ter

ritorial revenue collected from the Reyuts. 

The extra&s from Mr .-'Grants analyfis of 

the revenues of Bengal, and his political 

furvey o f the Northern Circars, brought 

us to the knowledge of the amount of die 
fundamental alienations at the period of the 

acquifitiob of the Dewamiee, and of the 
extent to which the peculation of native 

and European managers, or the ignorance 

or inattention, of Parliament, had allowed 
the actual collections on the country to be

* Page 231. t P i - f t  Page io i .

0



diverted from the public treafury. 

remarks apply to the naturally intricate 
part of Indian finance to the Mofujfil Ze- 

mindary *, or ordinary eftablilhment of in
ternal government of the provinces, and 

are connedted to the circumftances of the 
Bengal provinces in 1784. The Stickler, or 

extraordinary civil and military efrablifhment 

incident to Britijh government, has hitherto 
been more complicated and artificially in

tricate from a variety of circurnftances, 

particularly from combinations of proprie

tors and directors to maintain the veil of a 

double government and elude the claims of 

the public; from combinations of the 

Company’s fervants to elude the claims of 
the Company ; from the combination o f 

natives to elude both ; and alfo from the 

preponderance of oratory in and out of 

Parliament, during the contefls for power 

which connected the exiftence of the King’s 
adminifiration of the Britifle empire with 

the felectiou of a plan to control the Com-
V  #  1

pany’s admiuiif ration in Britijh India. The 

conftant. exertion of the patience of Parlia-

■
* Page 271.



ment during the inveftigation of r aft tu ^ - 
adtions in India, at fhort intervals, brought 
forward the general ftaternent of the Com
pany’s affairs : at the period of the coali
tion adminiftration, they were ftated, as 
far as the accounts were intelligible, with 

arithmetical truth, by Mr. Fox, and yet 
Mr. Pitt's prophetical ftaternent proved 
true; I have ftated the amount o f the re

form in 1 785* ,  which will fufficiently 
explain this paradox. The ffeadinefs with 
which Mr. Dundas promoted inquiry in 
Parliament was employed by fome Mem
bers in 1790 to explain particular opinions, 

and by others to complete the average ac
count of receipts and diiburfements in the 
Company’s revenue and commercial ma
nagement from 1785 to that period ; they 
furnilh the complete documents for the 

comparifon of the three firft years of Lord 
Cornwallis's financial management. The 

approaching expiration of the Company’s 
charter, and the neceflary inveftigation 
previous to the introduction o f the bill, 

adopted by Parliament this year, occafioned

{§$ $  - j
* Page 390.
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, a g e tk ra l p u b lic  re v ie w  o f  th e  accounts., 

fo r  th e  pu rpo fc  o f  c a lcu la tin g  the  a m o u n t 

o f  th e  n e t fu rp lu s  b y  trade as w e ll as re 

venue reafonab ly to  be expected fo r  th e  

p a rtic ip a tio n  o f  the  C o m p a n y  and th e  

p u b lic ,  acco rd ing  to  the  p ro v is io n  o f  th e  

fo rm e r  a its , d u r in g  a fa r th e r period o f  

•' tw e n ty  years, M r .  Rujfel, S o lic ito r  to  tire  

■ B oard  o f  C o n tro l* ',  as an M aft-lndia pro
prietor, “  on a u th e n tic  docum ents, and on 

h is  know ledge ; o f  the  fin a n c ia l concerns o f  

the  C o m p a n y ,”  f ia te d  h is o p in io n  o f  th e  

fu rp lu s  ■: th e  E a ft- In d ia  C om pany  p u b iif i i-  

ed a lio  th e ir  o p in io n  and e ith e r  account 

appears fu f f ic ie n t ly  accurate fo r  the fb je c t 

o f  th e  inve /U ga tion , w h ic h  w as ob v io u fly  

to  afeerrain w h e th e r  the  ru le  o f  appropria

tio n  e ffab lifhe d  b y  th e  L e g if la tu re  fh o tild  

be co n firm ed  at varied.

I t  feems th a t M r.. R '$e l fo rm e d  h is  fta te - 

te e n t on average, and th e  Com pan}’ *« had 

no t been governed b y  the m e d iu m  o r ave

rage, e ithe r, of. receipts o r  adtua! d ilb u rfe -

*  A fhori Hiftory of the Eajl-lndia Company, firfl 
edit. .1.79.3. . • " a-'
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mc’nts for any former period, but h<n4.4

given their reafons for departing from the 

one and the other; in confequence their 

receipts are not increafed, though the new 

ceded countries o f Tippoo Sultaun are 

brought into the account, while the pro

bable diiburfements are augm ented: the 

refult of the whole is, that the probable 

net revenues o f the Indian poffefiions, in

cluding the new ceffions, are eftimated by 

the Company only at £ .1,6 2 1,0 50 , from 

which £ .561,923 per annum is to be de

ducted for the intereft: o f the India debt, 

leaving a net furplus o f £ .1 ,0 5 9 ,12 7 : to 

this fum th6y add £.350,000 a year for the 

produce o f imports and certificates in India, 

making £ .1,4 0 9 ,12 7, from w hich fum 

they take £ .1,127,000 for an inveftment 

o f Indian goods, and £.250,000 towards 

an inveftment of China goods, leaving a 

furplus in India o f £ .3 2 ,12 7 a year ; with 

thefe *aids they compute on fucb yearly 

fales as, with their annuity and profits on 

private trade, will produce a net furplus in 

England o f  £ .1 ,2 0 7 ,114 , after paying a 

dividend o f 8 per cent, on the prefent capi

tal flock o f five millions, and the intereft
(0 S ;
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' fogmsPithbir: band debt, the expences of 

'em its rod all other. current charges at 

home.,' and the cfhbliihm ent for 'St. H e -  

l e n a * ”  M r. R u jfe l 's  furplus amounted to 

^'.1,3150,000, eoufequently his difference 

with, the Company was only 142,886, 

dvhich appears a clofe approximation i f  

compared w ith the oppoiite il.ucir.ents in 

i a S3. It is not material to decide between 

arbitrary deductions from . inaccfffate docu

ments, but it is material to render vouchers 

correct, ihat fyilogtlins may not he want

ed to make up for arithmetical inaccuracy. 

Government and Parliament -wiil.find their 

advantage in keeping o ff  the Veil from the 

arcana o f  Indi-vi politics ; the nation will 

fuppe; t w hat they underftand, and if any 

part o f  the artificial management o f  former 

periods ilia 11 be allowed to revive, public 

opinion 'and the control o f Parliament will 

be eluded by colhifion o f  irrefponfible p ro

prietors w ith refponfibis miniiters, and Par

liament itfelf, which can wilhftand all open, 

attacks, w ill be lapped to its very foundation,

* Sliprt Hiftosy,'. p, 51;

1
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Parliament was informed in 1 7 7 2 *

“  Y our Com m itte have been obliged to 

m ake up the account to  different periods, 

as the Com pany’ s Prefidencie$ do not ob- 

ferve the fa m e  periods for forming the an

nual accounts tranfmitted home.”  “  Y o u r 

Com m ittee alfo find feveral articles o f  ex

pence w hich ought to be charged to the 

account o f territorial acquisitions involved 

in the expences incident to the com m erce 

o f  the Com pany, and to the-general m a

nagement o f  their affairs at home, & c. 

under the m any difficulties in w h ich  this 

part o f  their inquiry is involved, the C o m 

mittee can only ftate Inch materials as w ill 

enable the Houfe to form a g en e ra l  ju d g e

m ent o f the fu b je & f .”  I am fa r e  that 

the fame rem ark applies to the prefent 

period, and the powers o f  the prefent acff 

are fully ample for co n tro l; and the in te- 
r e ji  o f  the Com pany and o f  the public 

combine in fim plifying the Com pany’s ac

counts, and in defining the principles o f

* Third Report of Secret Committee, p. 59.

t  Ibid. p. 72. C g .g  ')
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both .form the common flock.

W h a t has been adduced by M r. Grant 

on the M ofu JJil Zemin ia ,y  and on the defi

nition o f  Z e m in d a rs  u i the preceding chap

ters, will point out a clear diftin&ion be

tween cJte M ofuJJU  aud 'Sudder charges *.

T h e  Com pany’s m ilitary audit is already 

fufficlently correct for all purpoles'of con

tro l; but the civil audit requires extended 

and ddinfo powers to connect the I'ervices, 

and by a general review to correct errors,

. demopfonhly of European origin, reducible 

to .control by reftoring to Ajiaiic accounts 

o f  the territorial revenues and civil difbuffe- 

mextts? their former iim plicity.

I have ftated f  that a C o rn  R e n t , or a 

diviuou o f crops, bad been the rule o f  

• tribute .from the eatlkdi: periods,, and that 

the C h a rte r  o f  R ig h ts  granted by A k im -  to 

the natives o f  Brksjb India had been in

violate fubfequeot to the usurpation o f 

J a f t e r  K h a n , and until the B r i f k  conque-

f l  f '  i  S  i
* Page 270. tfp!i|&Tloo-arid 3*3;.
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'Sirs, ’found it convenient to elude control 

-either o f  M ogu l or o f  Britijh  governm ent.

It was hardly to be expected that M ahom ed  
All K han  ffiould impofe on h im felf all the 

control o f  the pure fyflem  o f  Akbar i f  the 

Com pany chofe to Hand forth D ew an s  and 

not Soubah, when they allowed the territo

rial revenues to be received in their behalf. .

T h e  alienations in the B en ga l  provinces *  * * §, 

and in the northern C ir ca r s f , at the ac- 

quifition o f  the D ew annee, and fince the 

year 1 765,  could not have efcaped detec

tion i f  the regifter office, under the name 

o f  Canongoe in B en ga l,  and o f  D ejpandeah  
in the D ecan , had been reftored to the ex-, 

ercife o f  its duties defcribed on M r. Grant's 

information W ith o u t an argum ent, its 

difufe is evident, by reference to the re

cords o f  Parliament for the definition o f  

the “  Canongoe office

* Page 267.

t  Page 240.

+ Page 149.

§ Sixth Report o f the Committee of Secrecy, p. 3!^,. 

I773<



Hiv- nature and jfervices of. this oflfeeJ^ 

are fully explained ni the proceedings o f 

the M(jO''jhedab(id Cou'WiI of Revenue, zd 

July 1772; the Co mm it tee v e  o f opinion 

that their utility is aloaeft IbppveBecl, from 

the change which has taken: place in the 

revenue fyftem ; out of tendernefs, how

ever,, to the ancient form of government, 
and deference .to the grants which they 

hold for. their office, from the Court o f 

Jjaht, the' Committee think the Head Ca~ 

ttengoe .may be .continued, either receiving 

their prefent Rujjbom, of whatever may be 

considered, as an adequate pmjion, but that 

all the 'clues allotted for the 1 up port of 

tlicir officers ' (infon.n Canongoes) in the 

difrriers may .be attached, and thofe officers 

enrolled among the! monthly officers o f 

car h Culdherrt % thus the government will 
f i l l  reap the benefit of their knowledge 

md experience in cat tying on the bub Is, 

while a corgi Arable faring will be produced 

from the refumption of the dues they have 

hitherto received,.”

.None-*'- “  The office of Cmongoe is o f

» Sixth Report, Committee of Secrecy, p, 314,

t k ' k
fp "fN , i ’* " cj, ' j *\ i 1 * ( /
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f  ,\ iB y a t  inftttuiiou, of long (landing., a d ^ - L  

v . in many places* hereditary;• it is frequently 

texercifed 'by deputy,, though the emolp- 

meats are enjoyed- by the principal; in 

fom« diftfifts it has been long aboltfhed,,

T h e  Cetmngoes have u(unity had the cab.-’ 

o f the Sadder and -MtfvJU. records, and all 

papers attested by the Canongne ate received 

as. authentic arid decisive in. <1.1 difpufea ■ * 

relative to lands* their boundaries, or pro

perty of that nature,”

It is farther obferved in the reports*, 

that “  Cormgoes, Regifters o f land? fiayp i*6? 

authority, but caufes o f land are often re

ferred to their decifion by the Nazim De- 

w on,"

When 1 looked into the Aytvh Akberty 

for the defeription of the. ihfer'or Cd?iW» 

goes of diJ'irifds thrown off from the Head 

Cdamgoet it appeared that, by the regula- 

lions of Abhor, Canongoes were paid by 

Government according to their rank, and 

, Patwarrm  were pkd'by.the villages by a:

* Seventh Rgpoit.pf Committee of Secrecy, f . 3^*,

' . >,d V ‘Z- ’ tr h
..| ■ y k / i ■ ■ kfeij

:>fyd'kayfe''’"kV- : fikuc'-oikd--k-k'i:';v- k'KhivfyV-kiTvi.y' .. ' k :;v, fed-
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Suddtl~cy, or allowance o f  2 l  per c e $ \ - i  

they are thus defined : “  T h e  Pulw arry  is 

employed on the part o f the hulbandman 

to keep an account o f his receipts and dif- 

burfements, and no village is w ithout one 

o f  thefe. T h e  Canongoe is the protestor o f 

the hulbandman, and there is one in every 

purgunnah

I f  the Canongoes had little to do in 1772,  

w e fhall find, by the Bengal revenue con

sultations in 1789, that the Mocurrery plan 

did not include thofe officers +. “  T h e

Canongoes w ill have nothing to do when 

the village allotment takes place/’ “  W h en  

the MocUrreys lhall be confirmed the Ca

nongoe office becomes ufelefs ; the old offi

cers may receive their falaries for life, for 

as the rent o f  each village w ith  its mea

surement are herein particularifed, the old 

records are not neceffary J.”  “  I ’ehfeeldars

m ight em ploy the ufelefs Canongoes in the *

* Ayeen Akberry, Vol. I. p. 358.. 

t  Mr. Law  has withheld his Appendix E  relating t® 

the Canongoe o-ffice, p. 223. Sketch o f late Arrange- 
merits. _

% Ibid, page 170. /
. ffl; •



" \ H©riipts V *1 la  Bahar the Cawtigoe's l

jm r d a m h y  on  th e  rep ort o f  th e  T eh jfa l$ tir9 
w as ord ered  to  be abolished as an hnpoii-X "rf r

t i w \ * ' k T h e  coflfcqtterir. a lte ra tio n  o f ' t h e f i t

k ey it t  s f i t #  :ion is f in  to n e  in  e v e r y  iio in t

o f' v i e w i : f | ] ( t e a d ( o f  h is  U rb a b k  F m d h
reg b iered  b y  th e  Cmpongoe and gu aran teed

b y  th e  S o v e r e ign ,  h o d s  turned o v e r  to th e

Z em indary h is lie g e  lo rd  an d  p ro p rieto r o f

th e  jo ii; A  t i lla g e  b y  th e  Moeurr\-:yy  p la n

is h ta f  n ed  to be u  ah  a v erag e  a f ie f f ih e n t 'o f

a n ; e x te n t o f  foil., w h ic h  th e  p ro p rieto r

m n ft a llo t in th e  held’ m od e fo r  M m fi/ fY ;**. ■
find |t b e in g  gen eral a  a llo w e d  th a t  th e  a f -

f t o e n t  was: u n e q u a l, and th e  m e a la re -

. m e n t -in accurate-§ ; M r , S hore  o b & r v e s ,

“  th at irregu larities, in th e alhhlinenfc are

a c k n o w le d g e d  to be o f  i d s  im p o rta n ce  to

the .Ante than the variable uncertainty’ of 
* „ „ *'
its amount is to the nibjcfi; it is, however,
a d efirab le  objed: in f ix in g  the q u it  ren t in

p e rp e tu ity  .to ren der it in th e  or$: in .fiance

as eq u a l as portable; w h e tli'er, un d er all eir-

* Sketch •: • late Arranr.en.crm, p. 170. 
t Ibid. ?>. 147. ' , ,, .

i " a ih% .¥ , * ,

f  ib id . p„ 99. p y

§ Ibid. p. s 06.
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xumflances, it would be adyifeable to delay ■ 

the plan w ith a yjew to this object is am - 

ther? n̂4 ferxous, conhderatipnd’ The  Pfe- 

fident o f the Board o f Revenue* Rated 

that 4 4 M r. L aw  obferves, the Canongoe's 
meafurement cannot be relied upon; he has 

inferted in the Pottah  and Cabooleat the 

term m ore or lefs. In reverting to the co

pies o f thefp inRruments, accompanying 

the Collector’s letter o f the 24th o f Octo

ber, I pould not find the term m ore or le fsP  
Thefe obfervadons lead to the explanation 

o f the Collector's arbitrary ride o f correct

ing the defe&sf : he “  had only to dimi- 

nilh upon the highly cultivated, and con- 

fequpntly heavily aRefled villages, and in 

fo.me inftances to increafe a little the Ju m -  
ma p f a few villages with an extenlive 

traCt o f land which paid almoft nothing.”

By freeing the Mocurrydars from the ca

pricious claims of head Zemindars, “  it 

Were nearly impoRible to over aflefs any 

villages %”  In refpea to boundaries, “  ful-

* Sketch of late Arrangements, p, }o6.

X Ibid. p. 106. S 6-

'
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f y a w d r e o f  the' cfltifequeiTces- fro m  b r ig a fe d  

lim its , I  (Mr. L a w )  fafertcd tlve c la u fe  hr 

th e  Foil tab, or title  deed, fo t  th e  fe c ip m c a ! 

& eatUf. an d  landhold er
u On referen ce  to the P e ff ta n  g r a n d  tin f 

w o  tel Tuefo'ieriwn m  ie ic r te d , b a t, b y  ■ b m e 

m i fin ite, t i e  co p ier o f  th e  f tn gh jb  P 'oiiab  
t'fin frn iu ed  tee d ie  Board' K s  o m itte d  its  

t rdt ifl :ite e/f. dtM ed More o r  fe/sf.™  . 6<. SoO-ixch ■ 

dr .Liter the village holders- will tr&n mark1 
th e ir  bom idam s", which, are i efficiently as

certain ed  n o w , b a t th e y  co u ld  not hti 
relied  upon  fo r a r e p o r t ; fir fi from  th e ir  

relodfafice ' to  irVCnr trouble? -and etp'epOe. ;

1 eeondi v from fear of expofinr; themfd^ds 
to higher rerit, of from a with to dbiam 

lower: x blvdl v to fhar liability' to erf, from
, . ■ - f  ... ■ .. • .  • ■ v  , . . 1 5. *•,,

ignorance Of ntegfedl:. No report cam ex
clude d:u* H.eiliorr of yfdaHkiS w&eh dru 
putes arife; id attempt defining every limit’ 
Would be to" dxche a fplflt of uiipute and1 

eiici'-oa.chmenf. itfifead of preventing i f  
*fh6 C olleeim 's ajjifiard wonltl be.apt to trrii- 

- take, find his menfunitron could not Li- in

*.• Sketch of late Arrangements, p. rag, 
f  Ibid, p« 107. ’i d-,

NoNN rd̂Lddid-iV.'. '-. id1.,. y .fdbfhdLud'NLh'wdbropyU ib-NbS oL.ubhdLdfdib hLN;db'iL%dhL:Ui:h.hLLLvv''' L'du’V--



juftice a bar to the Court’s inveftigation 

upon an appeal, and therefore his trouble 

ab initio be nugatory *.** Th is important 

word “  T’uc'kmenum” w ill leave every grant, 

or P ottab  where boundaries are afcertained, 

open to the decifion o f the A dau let; and 

where boundaries are not afcertained and 

increafed, cultivation fhall make it worth 

difpute:.44 the courts o f juftice w ill decide, 

in  what manner is immaterial to the Go

vernment, whofe quit rent cannot be en

dangered

Having thus fettled the affeffment, i f  the 

land proprietor refufe the’quit rent allotment, 

he w ill receive permanent compenfatlon | o f 

one ten th ; i f  he .accepts, he mult make good 

his payments, or the lands mud: be fold 

privately § by the Z em indar, or publicly 

by the Collector, fubjedl to the fpecified 

tax ||. 46 A  purchafer’s refufal o f the quit

rent cannot be admitted, elfe the applica-

P * Sketch of late Arrangements, p. in . 
t  Ibid, p. no.

^ Ibid. p. 42. ., /
§ Ibid. 121.
11 Ibid. p.
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dons fo r deductions on various pleas w o u ld  

be e n d i e H i h o u l d  an earth q u ak e happen, 

o v erflo w in g  riven .d ep ofle  fluid, o r -m jlak eh  
ajfejjmmt- render th e  v illa g e  inadequate to 

hear th e kind tax , t h e  -proprietors  fhoul.i be 

at lib e rty  t o .n f ig n  the eilapy- ( f  ie q u it re n t 

bains'-the condition  n f  !u / te n u r e )  unci t h e "I. ‘ '■ V;1 vOtj ■ .y ' v',.yy giAAVAA k-.-V k‘ ;v' V--; ■ '  'l ' !g p J VCt 'v-1

Board o f. R even u e m ay  afterw ard s gran t it. 

to another V ’; T h e  R eynU -can ia f i ly  mo'v •

' i from  oiie M ocir r e y d a rz  dilate ro a n o th e r ; 

u  thus oppreifion w ill be p reven ted  A 
<:c- T h e  Adaukts w i l l  presen t opptefJion, 

a'nd'as.' ra c k -re n tin g  can  'only, -drive theefe*- 

yuts  to. a n eig h b o u rin g  M ocurrery^  th e y  w ill 

return im m e d ia te ly  upon a .ch an ge o f  p ro 

prietor J .”  It appears that (b m u ch  o f  th e  

old eidiom , o f  co rn  ren t  had prevailed d u rin g  

the ("om pa.'.yh; fa rm in g  iVfrem,, that th e  

R eynt  had th e  option  o f  d e liv e r in g  r i c e  m  
k ind§:; if . he cu ltivated  valuable article?,

■ col ton , fug-arcane, op iu m , dec, M  w av' IT - 

able t o  p a y  th o le  c r o p i in co in  \ tire e x a c 

tions of m e %•;,<;;/Airs had lefien ed  the

* Sketch of liite Arrangements, £>..9$.' ■
■ - • f  Ibid ■ p. 6o. -Rf fhr\

..... i b i d ,  p .  9 0 .  '. ;■ >

■ ' $ ibid, p, 6o» y



cultivation o f thofe articles ; i f  th e  Z em m  
da r or farmer demanded during thq fa rm in g  

Jy jiem  more than his proportion o f the crop 

o f rice ; 44 the R eyu t refuted to cut it down* 

and teeals enough at night for fubfiteence, 

leaving the remainder to rot on the ground *** 

but by the M ocu rrery  plan, the heritable 

| Rot tab  is o f no avail, the R eyu t mute fub- 

mit to exaflion or run away.

I am unable to teate the charge of this 

fyteem. It appears that a Tehjildar y a native 

I ■ officer mute be appointed to collect in each 

Purgunnah  f  at an allowance o f 2§ per 

cent, and 44 as the country becomes flou- 

ri filing, offices under government w ill be 

follicited more for honor than the falary +" 

when Zem indars are deprived o f 44 the ma

nagement o f their own lands, they are, 

agreeable to the conjiitution o f the Soubah, to 

receive permanent allowance o f 10 per 

cent. M alconnah on the net Jum m a  o f the 

Zem indary §. M r. L aw  obterves 44 that

* Sketch of late Arrangements, page 60.
t  Ibid. p. 92.
X Ibid. p. 57. ( 5 5 6  )
§ Ibid. p. 240.



every year, every month, every day, alters 

the cultivation in each village, in  quality 

and quantity. The idea o f a general ap

preciation by this means, incurred great 

expence, diffipated much ability, and de

feated a M ocurrery plan under Mr. H ajiings's 
adminiflration” * ; and Mr. L a w  explains 

the neceflity o f deviating in fome parts 

from M r. Francis's plan for fixing the de

mands of Government upon the Zemin
dars, and o f reflorin g the old feodal fyflem. 

He could not admit M r. Francis' calculation 

o f a fur plus o f revenue which he flated in 

1776 like ly to abforb all the circulating 

fpecie o f the country, becaufe a different 

conclufion was eftablifhed by M r, Dumbs*s 

flatement o f difburfements + ; he could not 

confirm all the Zem indary prerogatives, 

which would prevent Government from 

refuming criminal jurifdiction, or providing 

for unavoidable emergencies. “ Much cre

dit is certainly due to Mr. F rancis for his 

fenfible minutes, but he w ill no doubt ac- 

quiefoe in  the fnperiority o f the prefent

* Sketch of late Arrangements, p. 115.
t Ibid. Introdu&ion, p. iii.

; j  y  ' :
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arrangem ents: w h ic h  have lim ite d  th e  d e 

m ands on th e lan d , w h ich  h ave  aboliO ied 

a ll feu d al h n p o fitio h s, and le f t  taxation in 

th e  hands o f  G o vern m en t, M r. ftaftings 

d eem in g th e hoard not liiffi.cien tly  in form ed  

fo r  fe tt lin g  a land-tax on p e rp e tu ity , recom - 

ra e n d e d : ;deputatidti y b f h ;; 

th u s  M r*;P rdticts>$ p la n  w as p oflp o iied d ' *

I t  Is n o t 'm y  \\\(}\ lo  ih v c liig ? te  the p r i

vate  opinions o f  p u b lic  m e n ; it  is, h o w 

e v e r, p ro p er to d a is  p u b lic m en  as th e y  

plealh: to  d a is  th e m lo .lv e s; raeafb res arc 

th en  e d d y  d if in g ih liv id  from  p ro fe h io n s, 

an d  ju d g e m e n t b ecom es foun ded on e x p e 

rien ce , m ftead o f  b lind • cut, hdeuec.

M r. Freft a s  dated to the public his plan 

o f  Ictflem cu t f ; h e  a lio  ftated to p arliam en t 

lbs opinion o f ' th e  m an agers mi th e  landed 

'reven u e; h e to i-1 th e H r ••life, th at M r, Shore* n 
epu|ion  co in cid ed  w ith  h is o v u ,  and n ot 

w it ! ’ M r . . H ajlm gs. M ajor S co tt  a llured  

the Boiifb that M r , Hajtmgs an d  M i;, Shore

' Sketch of Arrangements,' Introiluc p, viii.
1 Original Minutes, 1776, D ciire^J783,

■ v ,! ■ ! /*C/** 'ft
J  ̂ ‘ © /  v i t  w;’ 1 .J • / *■ , f ,  ,, d" ’ ■ * * '///,* .

■ .'v . •; • V* \ .



entirely managed the revenues after M r. 

Anderfon had left C alcutta *. M r. F rancis 
concurred w ith M r. Shore in combating the 

report and ftatement o f M r. G ra n t; con- 

fequently the demonftration o f the errors 

o f Sir J o h n  Shore appear to be at the fame 

time the demonftration o f M r. F ran cis's 
error, fo far as relates to the definition o f 

Zem indar and its confequences.

As to the nature and amount o f tribute, 

all the managers, from Governor H olweW s 

time to the year 1785, had adopted either 

the fa rm in g  or f u b f  d ia ry  principle o f cohe r

ing revenue. M r. R oufe informed parlia

ment that M r. H aftings and council enter- gj 

tained an opinion that Government had a 

right to the f u l l  p rodu ce o f  lands, allow ing 

compenfation to the Z em inda rs; his prede- 

ceflors had done fo before him. Th e  dif- 

tri&s o f B u rdw an  and K lfte ga r  had been 

let to farm, and meafures had been taken 

toafcertain the g r o fs p r o d u c e  of all the lands, 

yet no charge had been laid again ft the hu-

* Parliament Debates, Vol. 39. page 116.
\ '<Cr 'f  • '



A s  t o  the a m o u n t and ra te  o f s r f fM in a t t ,

there appears Aft W  wniforw w m t a f  V 

ig n o r a n c e . M r . R&ufe toM  p a rlia m en t 

,ri w h a t  t? t o w  th e  flanxlara r a f f  o f  th a t  

s ffe ffo ie n t in  B enga l*  or w a e th e r  d ie rc  w'as 

a n y  u iu v e r fa t ita n d a rd , h e  h a d  n e v e r  been,

\b!e to  le a rn , e ith e r  fro m  b o o k s  h r  in q u iry  j 

, btrt h e  u n d e r flo w  th a t  In- th e  p ro v in ce 1, oi:

MaJhtr th e  k n o w n  and eHahfjbfhed p r o fit  hr 

c fe fta  o f  th e  Z e m n ia r  w a s  o n r t e n th  O n ly  

o f  t h e  p r o d u c e d T h e  fam e o p in io n  WM 
p u b iifh e tl in  1790]'.' b y  M r . R m f i ' t  a n d  

th e  R even u e- Hoard in  B en g a l  co n tin u e d  in  

a-- # 9 ,  a d ilig e n t in q u ir y  a fte r  a  r e g u la r  
y . : l im w n  JyJMm o f  r e v en u e  in B a h a r ^  M r .

L a w  anfw eTS j f  I k n o w  -of rtohe” *— ^  re
v o lu tio n s  n ju ft  h a v e  b een  freq u en t*  f t b *  

v e r ffv e  o f  a ll re g u la r  fy fte m  o f  reven u e. **

W h e n  M u  H o lm an s fubckied  th e  c o u n tr y  . 

t h e y  fo u n d  a 'M aha ra jah , in fe r io r . Raj.Ss'y

® Parliam ent D e b a te s ,. V0.U39, p 4gP 125,

T  f Ibid. . 1 |f ■
+ Mr. Route’s Oiflcrtation;
§ Sketch of late Arrsngetfltfnts, page 127

I  ' A ^ 0 y > '
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and Reyuts ; and to this day the R ajahs in 

the hills have continued tributary land

holders * and Mr. L a w  farther fays, he 

is “  not acquainted w ith any fixed rules o f 

taxation, the divifion o f the crop except

ed ” <s I underjiand that M r. J a m es  Grant 
has written, with afiiduous refearch and 

great ingenuity, an analyfis, and I trufi: to 

be excufed referring thereto for what has 

efcaped my knowledge” ; and this reference 

is the D elphic anfwer to four queries o f the 

Board o f Revenue -f. The flatement o f 

thefe opinions is fufficient for an anony

mous writer, who “  E rrare potejl, litigiofus 
effe non v u l t The reader w ill be able to 

purfue thefe curious inveftigations in the 

publications referred to. I have juRified 

my own opinion, and have no occafion to 

p refs arther on the bad fuccefs o f Sir John  
Shore's financial experiments on the landed 

revenue, fan&ioned by the publifhed opi

nions o f M r. Francis, o f M r. R ouje, the 

late Secretary to the Board of Control, by 

the fair fupport o f the Dire&ors and Board

* Sketch of late Arrangements, page 127 1
t Ibid, pages 129 and 130



o f  C o ir tr o ] ,. and- b y  th e  w e ig h t  o f  L o r d  ■ ^̂   ̂ ^

: C o r n w a l l ' s  a u th o rity .

H avin g- traced  th e ib v rce s  o f  erro r in 

th e  m an agem en t o f  T e rr ito r ia l R evenue.,

• i t  m a r  be nece'ftafY to  ad vert -to th e  errors
■ Tftralfd■' 1 y »" ; i .

w hich.-tend ■ to perpetuate a n a r c h y 'and p e- 

. . d ila tio n  in th e  other b ra n c h ^  of re v e n u e .

I f  (Pj f im ■ AU. co u ld  hare; lim ited  the 

■ ;. C o m p a n y f > trad e to- the im port and e x p o rt 

.trade o f  its tadtories, as before .175 7? . th e  

M ogu l's  Phirntu.und,, and th e C o m p a r e s  

c h u n o  > w o a id  hove a n iw e re d -e v e ry  -com- '-

m c r c id  p a rp o k . o f  .the C o m p a n y  ; hut th e  

C o m p a n y  - g-m fpm g a t : u fur pat ton a o f  love- 

'r e ig n ty , 'an d  th e  C o m p an  C s  m ry a n t7 grafp - 

iu g a t  aU ;.he internal trad e o f  to e  C o m p a n y , 

th e  ■ one ■ let' o p  .the .pm enfipri .o f le v y in g - .

. d u ties, and hvireicn  C on ip an ies fo llow ed  

■ C :h i j 'exam ple -at' far. as. they- c o u ld . T o n - . ' 

cinefl h a v in g  th row  fit th e  pow er in to  - th e 

h an d s o f  th e  JRhgiifli, th e  pretcnfiom j o f  '

.the C o m p a n y  w ere  ! m otioned h j P f0 ~ 
m am tdss  b u t th e fort anils o f  th e  C o m p a n y  

•v. e m p lo y e d  them" b y  no oth er ru le th an  their 

private m te t'd ty  t o ' {L e n g th e n  m o n op olies,

' ■ ■ ■ yfaflifff. '■  h - c -  . r



and eftablifhed decided fuperiority in their 

adventures over foreign companies and pri

vate traders *. Th^xtention o f privileges 

and exemptions granted to the fervants of 

the Company, could not be granted to fo

reign companies, without granting in fa&, 

a participation o f fovereignty; for the 

Company’s fervants varied the internal du

ties, at the w ill o f their agents or B an 
ya n s , and o f their Faftors, or' Gomajfahs, 
fuperfeded the civil and criminal jurifdic- 

tion o f the country. Parliament is pof 

fejffed o f ufeful information on this period f .

The violation o f the rights and fources o f 

the revenue o f the fovereign is plainly Ha

ted by an able fervant o f the Company +. I  

The Nabob Cojfim All, finding it impoflible 

to participate o f the M ogu l's revenues, 

threw open the trade o f the country, but 

the country was not permitted to enjoy his 

largefs, for he was depofed, and M e e r j a f -  
f e e r  was reflored under the condition o f 

im plicit obedience to the Company’s fer

vants. A t length the abufe of unautho-

* Fourth Report Committee o f Secrecy.

+ Reports of Eafi India  Select Committee, 177a.

* + N r . Vanjittart, 2d voi. page 99— 104,



fifed taxation endangered the territorial re- 
venues * ; and iiotwithdanding the reports 
in Pa rliament, and Mr, Grant* a reprefetua-

S >n.‘v. conned r.he principle and pra&ice of 
fuipation with the decline of the Mogul*a 

oWer, yet all the experiments o f reform 
ave hitherto tended only to prune-ahuics 

a ad leave-deep-rooted error to invigorate by 
multiplied fpm ifrs of corruption. 1 ihall 
■ iliuft'fate this obferyation by tracing., curio* 
X:\y} the iyilcrn of Government tmpolls 
or Sat) -'”, under ohe Company’s manage

ment pmvious to GT73" -N*0® Govern-
men! Chokes< were dependant on three pria- 
ctpafC«ftr,-rn-houles the Patkefra&t Moor- , 

jheddba'dt the Bmbunder at Houghley, and the 
Sfytr&b under at Dacca; arid the Z  m ind ary 

t, as well, asThe Nhamut Ghokees had hpeii 
extended proportionably to Aboahs -under 
u-hich they Included all aosiithorika end

y
xi uconlomn-onal iivpofts. The Committee 
of circuit, ir 177^.} fettled the cuftoms, 
bv allowing Zemindars a- cornu “nlatioo lor

* Fourth Report Corn, of Srcr. 1773— Ninth R e

port, 1792., 

t  Page 164.
"'+ SixthReporf; ;̂0(pimifctsc.of ,5ec«cy,
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fe v c ra l C hohees  th e y  had e fb b u fh e d , to  

th e  a m o u a t 0i  $,'/)■>7^ 7 . R u p e e s  a n n u a l 

ab a tem en t o f  i e r r h o r tS  1 erit, ■ and cm- a . 

rep! d e n ta tio n  , th a t export goods', h ad  tife u  .; 
b e jo i id  th e  p rice s iu ite d  io r  th e  C o m p a n y  a 

p ro fit in th e  E u ro p ea n ' m a rk e t,' th e  G overn-- 

m e rit d o ty  w a s  nuliietid to  2 |  per c e n t1; 

th e  ' g o o d s' o f  the '•'•Coixipany’ s fe ry a n ts  ,;| 
w e re  a lio  w e d  E xem p tion s from , d u ties and 

to l ls ’; and fo reign  co m p a n ies  w e re  co n fin e d  

to  th e  p riv ile g e s  o f th e  Phm tm rym di  th e y  

w ere  1 a llo w e d  to  d e c la re  th e  ca rg o  ; an d  

iiid iv id u a ls , u n d er th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  th e ir  

flings, c la im e d s im ila r .fa v o u r. It; by not. fu r*  • 

p r iz in g  that clifputes m u ltip lie d , and th e  ' 
re v e n u e  d lro m ith sd  u n d er r i d »i y i b m .

It. may be neceflapy to ftate that the e.fh- . 
bliihment.of 0. Board of C idioms in 1 y y 3 

; confi-fteti of. one member o f  ctmieul and 
four fembn coven an red for van t s, Tin' G o 

vernment t ufiOip.-houfes at M '̂>rJI:cdahtc\ 
Haughty, and D acca*  were continued ; and 
one eflablifhed at Patm^ nurd; another at 

•. C a lcu t ta : which ' brought.' the M m iil  o r  

(ddvemuK-at CullefH m within the Com
pany *s bo uhdaiic.s : t  wo cither Cuftom - ho u ■■

1 * % v £ $  \ V 'v/^1



fes were eftablifhed, one at Malda, to col

led  duties on goods exported to the Nor

thern parts o f H indojlan; and one at . . .  . 

to colled on goods exported to the W eft- 

ward. The Company’s cuftoms were un

der the cuftom mafter.

I think it may be plainly deduced from 

the examination of this period, that the 

Company endeavoured to reduce the impor

tance of Government duties, and to throw 

them into the fcaleof Phirmaund privileges, 

combined with Ae intereft of the Com

pany’s fervants; and it became neceflary 

for that purpofe to confound inland duties, 

and the import and export duties.

It is certain that the M ogul's Phirmaund 
granted exemption only to articles o f im

port and eJjport by (hipping to or from fac

tories or privileged fettlements ; all articles, 

whether o f manufadure or produce o f the 

country, for exportation, were fubjed to 

the fame charges which affeded the natives. 

M r. V a n fitta rt and Mr. H a jh n g s could not 

cfefeiit from Cojfim AH on this definitioif;



th e C o m p a n y ’ s acco u n ts .proved th e  C o m -  ^  

p a n y V  pa) m e a t o f  iisLtnd d u ty  on f),k * ; - 

b u t th e C o m p a n y ’ s . Servants voted th a t y 

. P hk m ^ un l;  gave .exem p tion s from  ii tcrn al !  
dudes.. w a s  depofccl, and M ew
y ^ f f e i r  by tre a ty  f  exem p ted  th e  C o m p a n y . 

.fro m  all duties ex cep t d ie  d u ty  o f  2-| p e r  
cen t,  on  ia lt ; w h ic h  iiren.gthe.ned d ie  m o - 

n o p o ly  o f  th e  i;-:wants o f  C fo  C .c n p a a y , 

by iu h jfod m g foreigners' to  tu e gcCri a m e n t ; 

d u ties fro m  w h ic h , th e y  e x e m p te d  t lu / r
. ■ . . C ■■'!' y_y chvhf'd'̂ .':fov.;' 1 I * . '• ■ V.y'yv fo. 'CvCCyfoC/C

ow n. c o n c e r n s ; and a lio  fro m  Z m in d l y -
; -I: ' , V'

•'duties, b y  in d e m n ify in g  Zemtntipr*  b y  th e  v 

g o v e rn m e n t rents ; .a n d  th ere w a s  a d egree  

o f  in d u lg en ce  to foreign ers actu a lly  a n 

nexed; to th e  reg u latio n . 1 l i e  F r e n c h  and 

D u t c h  had been th e  c h ie f  im porters o f  ( a l t ; 

and ..y  a .. u b ie q u eu t in v e flig a tio n  in  .177 6 . • 

th e  report: o f  the ColkMor o f  €ujhm$>  an d  

o f  th e  .Camngoes., a fee fta m ed  that th e  old  

d u ty  on / a lt f  had been 2J p e r  cent*  on
f ' ' - • r * ‘ ’ n ^

* Ftwfttiart, 2d voi. page-*43.—
. t  Fom-d' Select Repou, p . ^ i ,  1772. Com pany’s

printed.Treaties, p. 114- > ;y  , * _ * , ' ! f ,

f t  T h is lilies not appear u* have been the general 

tar'-ff on all- articles-1 the C of’e6tc>i of Patna .-eported! 

la  ' 1‘ 73, that the Hindoos u fe lfo  pay j< per cent* on 

Broad Cloth. ■



Mujfulmen; 5 and 6 p e r  cent, on Hindoos, and

4 p er  cent, on European importers. The

foreign companies therefore continued to

import to their factories fubfequent to 1773,

and paid 2! p e r  cent. 011 exporting it from '

thence into the country. The Committee

o f Circuit and the Bengal Government an-

I
ticipated the order o f the ad o f parlia-- 

ment*. The abufes and fmuggling were 

laid open; the revenue on fait had funk 

under 5 lacks; and the refumption of the 

fait r n a h a lsand the fale o f fait by public 

audion, was fettled in 1772, for the pur- 

pofe of bringing to the account of Govern

ment all the profits which the Company’s 

fervants and their Banyans had received from 

the period o f M eer J a f f e e r s  treaty; and 

the Diredors confirmed the arrangements 

in 1775 and in 1776 -f. The difficulty 

which then occurred feems imputable to 

the impoffibility of annihilating competi

tion, the natural corredive of extortion*

M r. Francis inveighed flrongly again ft the & 
monopoly o f fait in 1775, for it then ope-

* Bengal Letter, 7th February 1773. 

t Ninth Select Eaji India Report, x 783. Appendix 
No. 30.—No. 33.
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rated to  an n ih ila te  its m an u factu re . T h e  

cb n iu n icjiio ji o f  Tab in B en ga l  was. th at 

y e a r  co m p u ted  at 20 Jacks, o f  w h ic h  15 

la ck s  w ^h Im ported fro m  tb e  e o a h , . M r, 

H aflidr s oropoietl to (Iren gth eo  th d  m onw . f  
p o ly  h y  a total p roh ib ition  o f  im p ortation  ; 

and M r. F ran cis  ad m itted  th a t i f  a' p ro h i-
jj *'] y ’ ' ' h ' h M ^ ' r v r b / w )  w-'\...shdvw-MV , 11 ,d ;r-•' bd; ttM m m  Md Vf

bitu.ui w a s  not: iflued , th e  E r e a c h , 'Panes-, 

and P a t c h ,  w o u ld a b fo r b  alt th e fait tra d e ; 

bu t  that fu ch  p roh ib ition  w o u ld  riot he ac- 

q u iefeed  in . I t  w as deem ed exp ed ien t to- 

c h e c k  d ie-im p o rt o f  .(alt, b y  an additional 

d u ty  Oil co'untr) v e lid s  of: 20 ru p ees per 

i q o  -naund. o f  1 alt, w h ic n , w ith  the old 

d u ty , m ade it am ou n t .to 310 rupees. E m m  

" pean y e ile ls  w e re  to  refoaih  o n  th e  old o m y .

A n  European- on h oard , or an E u ro p ean  c e r 

tificate, h o w e v e r, ch id ed  the. re g u la tio n  

Ay’ and a n e w  e x p e rim e n t becam e ne.ceilay

M r. H qjtin g^  24m  S ep tem b er, 5; 7.6* fu g -  

gefted  th e  d ifferent m odes o f  b etter m anage 

. in.g th e h i t  tna& alsi ; and in 1 7 7 7  th e  : 

p lan  w a s ' pro-.ofed to  farm  th e  in aha is ; to  i  \ 
m ak e n o  ad van ces, out to  in c lu d e  th e d u ty  

in th e  ren t, to he: paid  id  c o in , and. to  AtU- 

* m it  o f  no balance?.; c o n ilq u e n c ly . m e  laic: ..
/° ,A V,' ;

V o p

.. * Ninth Report Selcdi ConitnUtcCj S7̂ 3* 
t  Appendix No, vo. . vy

^■ y ^ !/.'/fitE:uVdvEi:d(ViE'-'f- ' Av.yiy \'c M . d 1; bpby‘E':b?bp Ef



and diftribution of fait was to be at the

rifque of the farmer. Zemindars were to

have the refufal o f their diftriCts; but it

was obvious that the farmer muff have

great capital and mercantile connections, ;

and muff be found chiefly in other defcrip-

tions o f men, The Zemindars would not

engage on this plan; ,and an additional duty

of 30 p er  cent, was added to foreign fa it;

and an offer was made by Government in

1780 to make advances to Zemindars if

they would engage ; but they {fill refufed.

The plan of Mr. H ajiings, in September 

1780% on the principle of the firfl mo

nopoly o f the Prefident and Council, was 

adopted by the Board. His minute ex

plains the caufes o f former failures, and 

heir remedy. A ll the fait of the pro- 

nces to be provided for the ufe of the 

Company, and fold for ready money, by 

agents fuperintending the manufacture in 

fix different diffriCts, under a Comptroller 

and his eftablifhment, with an allowance 

o f a commiflion of io f  p er cen t, befides 

their falaries, to be eflimated on the “  dif-
f g g  • A ' 7 -/

* Ninth SeleCt Report, 1783. Appendix, No. 91.



ference between : ft of ,1!
; cedent expert, of .whoever kkW ,«»

Ihe produce of the kies, the uufy inUtshu

o f  o il rh e:'f b r o u g h t  to  :u  '<•, e  o f  th e  

C o iu m n y  in  the. d iv ilio u , w h e r h e r  h y  m a- 

m ifad:u.fc o r con •"''••cation, to DC' ductf.buted 

in  proportion  o f on e fou rth  to  toe C o m p 

tro ller , th ree fo u rth s to  th e age  a t ,  or each 

division re fp ecfcive ly ; ”  m d  to  1 t o u g h e n  y  

th e  m o n o p o ly , a  to ta l prohibition  w as laid 

on the im portation  o f  coaft or fo re ig n  unt, 

w h ic h  took  effect on xith J a n u a ry , 1$% '* 

and fa it has ever h n c e  been a p ro o u cm  e
■' • * 1 • < '!«.,• . , I i \ s i f v ' , . lt,, , whyi • :>

(ource o f  revenue,
> > i s At • l h i  ■ , ”sl

*• • ; 1 ■

T h e  foreign-'com panies app ealed  m th e ir 

-P h in n a u m h <, in w h ic h  t h e y  c o u lu  wet huh 

’ > th e  ri*^ht to co n tro l th e h oveicrgU  rwii.*, 

hut hatl rin q iieih oiiab le  nghtSji if  th e  VwOtii~ 

p$by*s co n ftru & k m  o t  a- Tbirntatm&  »a;>

a llo w e d  to  be co rre tU  Jhdi iLHgfyh m e t- 

, ch an ts, w lv )  had pus t li r e g u la r o n  o f o j -

, ties to fd efian ee, co u ld  nor evad e a gen eral 

n ro h tb itiu o , ioided tit, dam oxn a ga in  w th e  

m o n o p o ly , as opp  re f live to th e  c o u n t r y  

and {Im ported th e pretentions o t foreign ers 

• i  - as the tneans of ^ irancipatin^ W fito le ,
<■ j ■ '



T h is  period was alfo diftinguifhed by 

the abolition o f the old Board of Cuftoms, 

eftablilhed in 1773- A  new code o f re

venue regulations was perfected in May 

1781 by a new Board; Collectors were 

Rationed at C alcutta, M oorfoedabad, P a tna ,

and D a cca ; G overnment cuftoms were fixed
■

at 30 ficca rupees per 100 maunds on 

* beetle-nut and tobacco, and z\ p e r  cent, on 

all other goods; Company's culfoms at 4 

p e r  cen t, on the Calcutta price o f all foreign 

imports or goods from fea; 4 p e r  cen t. on 

the A urung price of grofs inland imports, 

or goods from A urun gs; 2 p e r  cent, on 

goods from the A urung, fuch as piece 

goods, raw iilk , and cotton yarn. The  

book of rates to be iffued annually o f the 

fixed prices o f imports for the enfuing 

year; R owanahs to pafs for one year, and 

- not to be detained for examination above 

one day ; double duty on goods which had 

no R o iv a n a h : covenanted fervants were -:p
alfo ftationed at N ea S era i, Scrool, and 

M alda; vigilance was ftimulated by a com- 

miffion o f 15 p e r  cen t. on their grofs col

lection. It is not intended to trace all the 

changes o f ftations, but to trace general
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principles. At this period the hr ft regula

tion* was, that 64 no diftinCfions be made 

in favour of particular perfons, or goods, 

or places:”  we ftiall examine how far this 

% fundamental rule applied to the Govern

ment duty and to the Company’s duty. 

The firft exemption o f Government duty 

was in favour o f the Company’s inveft- 

m ent; the difputes between the Board o f 

Trade and the Collector o f Cuftorns were 

fettled by an order o f the Supreme Council 

that the goods o f the Board o f Trade ftiould 

pafs free o f inland duty.

The Collectors find it difficult to colieCt 

the inland duties without additional Cho
kies ; feveral are ordered in the P atna  divi- 

fion, w ith an increafed eftablifhment, an 

affiftant to the Collector, and fifty-nine 

native officers; in other divifions the C o l

lectors fpread officers where they thought 

neceflary, and complaints o f oppreffion or 

interference from all quarters crowd on the 

Commiffioners. The interference o f C o l

lectors w ith the farmers o f B azars was fet-

* Regulations of th,e New Board, 1781.



The profits-cf tlu; Cojje&ors 'were cur- 
tailed as much as pohible Wuhodt abandon- 
Ing the tyf'nm: theregulation, o' T<>wa- ■

. tubs, or permits, jft'itl Ui-iiir* J tb  nec'iftty . 
or diflijginfilhig the colit &ion 0/ Govern
ment duties' from the oolle&ion of- the 
CompanyV* duties. The oihcc of Dejiiity 
Cuilom Milter was revived; the Oommif- 
ftomn- w ere' allowed to mpropn..tc 1 5  p t r  
cem\ oi thefo coheftionf incloaieg 'duty ■ 
o n  the Company’s mveftment, among their 
officers; hut the Ctiffem Mafttr wa$ mads

; mucpfiidetit o f tin; Coiftmifhoners i n  ad» _ 

jufting amounts, and in itihiog his Ro~
Whtnabs; this operated as a double charge 
on the traders; and the Gavfcrtrihem duer-

d were -"eluded hi both. f- v j
t ' ' '  d  : n /  i  ■
 ̂ 'W l u y ; Vtv,;,, «**; , v i , ;■
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The import duty of raw materials for 

cordage was 4 p e r  cen t.; it was dated to 

the Board that cordage manufactured be

came fubjeCt to a duty of 9 p e r  cent, befides 

the fees, and foreigners only paid 6| p e r  
cen t. ; the Board ordered that only one duty 

fhould be required: Surat cotton was under 

the fame predicament, but could not be 

included in the fame rule without ruining-
O

the collection, and thefe goods were either 

fmuggled into Calcutta or carried into fo

reign factories, from whence they were 

exported without duty: this occasioned 

new arrangements in 1782 ; two new Cuf- 

tom-houfe * Stations were eftablifhed at 

H oughly Point and Keeble Canal to inter

cept goods and colleCt the duty; and the 

Cuftom-houfes at Scrool and Malda were 

difcontinued, and the Government cuftoms 

to the northern and weftern parts o f Hih~ 
dojlan were thereby abandoned. A  new 

>. participation o f the commiffion on the co ll

leClion was ordered at the fame time ; the 

firfl commissioner, as Prefident, was allowed 

five fhares, and four to each Commiffioner, 

and two fhares to the Secretary and Ac- 

comptant; the whole commiffion was thus



‘ ■ 1 ,

d ivid ed  in fifteen  (hares. T h e  X iire & o rs , 

in  J a n u a r y , t '/ M - m ia p p ro v ea  <d th e  ar

r a n g e m e n t  and recopaocicndcd a gen.:, \il 

re  virion. In  A p r il ,  i 7$ 5 , th e y  ordered the 

B oard  or. C u ffo ra s  to  be a b o b fh e d , and the.

;a llo w a n ces ' o f  C o U e & o rs  to b e red u ced  to 

th e  iUnd-i'-ti m  > ■;■/<■, n td  d i e G o v  rn in tn c 

c u h o in s  t o  no  xnana^ed, and tr.e tx p e u c e s  

defrayed., rrom  -be a llo w a n ce  to w in c h  the 

rev en u e d ep artm en t w as. th eft lim ited .

T h e  fo reign  co m p an ies a le r te d  them  p r i

v ile g e  o f  PhtmuiumU  ana e x e m p tio n  from  

th e  C o m p a n y  s e ijifo m s. T h e  refined.??/'/- 

tifii (ta td rn an  w h o  iM tted th e  . tre a ty  of 

fmL- -p er fm iles ■ ifttrod uce.cl a .ticw a d ^ crip tio n  o f  

• id b ie & s  to th e  B nli/b  e m p ire ; th a t tre a ty  

guaran teed  th e  H’eta o tn  oz trade to  th e  

'i fr e n ch *  in, B riii/ r Ltd/d.>wsi M r. fthicpher~
■bn e n d e a v o u re d / b y  rw g o d a  tion to  render 

d ie  th irte e n th  artic le  io rd lig U  Ic and p ra c

tica b le ; !ri£ p roh ib ition  o f  im p afftin g  c o a fl

l ilt w as m aintained  by c c n c c d u ig  a p a rtia l
*■ . t ■

ex em p tio n  to  th e  fo reign  fe u ie m e n ts  o f  a 

lim ite d  q u a n tity  q f  f jd t .’ T h e  other., p riv i- . 

l e w a o f  1‘h innaunds  w e re  m in  led on very  

.im portan t, an d  it w as proposed to  reduce

e v e n  th e fe  c la im s to a d cfm ite  and c o n v e -
1 ' ’ J <S,

’ ’ "fir'm-'- 'rfo Jf.V-- • tr : ?'h;

' 1 . • ■ , ■ ;< . ;P ;
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ment extent; the honourable Charles Cath- 
ca r t was entrufled by the Governor Ge

neral, and his able negociation w ith M . de 

Souillac, the French  Governor General, 

brought this important explanation to a 

crifis. The Diredors had formed a treaty 

w ith the Directors o f the French F a jl-Ind ia  
Company in 1785, which the Comptroller 

General o f Finances rejeded; the agree

ment o f M r. M acpherfon  relative to fait 

was alfo difallowed by the F rench  Govern

ment in In d ia ; and another plan w hich the 

foreign merchants folicited, met w ith fa

vour from the Governor General; but it 

occafioned much clamour at Calcutta, and 

was not confirmed by the D iredors and 

Board of Control. The foreign merchants 

were w illing  to carry on their trade from 

Calcutta inftead o f their fadories, provided 

they were allowed to pay the fame duties # 

which they paid in their fettlements; and 

the whole argument which fupported the 

clamour o f the £»g,/y#*merchants confifted 

in  dating, that they Ihould fiill be liable to 

pay to the Company’s duty, from which 

the foreign merchant would continue to be 

exempt, and they prevailed in perpetuating

1



ft th e  h opes o f  future, e v a flo o s  u n d er fo reign  

pri-vdleyes,- Bur G o v e rn m e n t w as aw are o f 

d ie  form er ev-iftohs w h ic h  the .(do n ip  an y 

eor/ipl'ahnd o f, a-n<l ad o p ted  the e x p e d ie n t

#  o f  c lu c o iT n u in g  the in la n d  • G o v e rn m e n t 

d u t y  on form t nciH, iocl le ft th em  to  m ak e 

th e m o ll o f  ilie ir  B h iftn aundh  T h e  con - 

V- n tio ii fe ttle d  y ro v ih o n a l^  b y  M . d e  •Sha

ft' i l i a c  and C o lo n e l  C aih ca ri  war. -reduced in to

a definite ex p la n a tio n  o f  th e  trea ty  o f  Ver~ 
tanks b y  T u r d  Auckland, th eo  p len ip o te n -

J ‘ ' . ■ * ■ ft . : " '
t i a r y  -Jit P a n s , ,  and h r c^ ch  iu b jc c is  w e io  to • 

be--as. .B rh ijh  iu b je d s  in  co m m e rc ia l co n - 

cc n iS 'i tin s  exp la in s to e  c u n o u s  (M flincfion . 

a b o v e  rr. i ntiobea.l -1 ui h ie  ititrodtt^bioiij 

v m  F ren ch  firb jects are ay J i r l t lp  fu b je & s , 

o th e r  arc n o t as x*i ui/h nift-. . w

;m  B riP fb  Ind ia  P  I t  is a n c c e fla fv  and im - 

. p o rtan t o b je f l  o f  the D ire c to rs  an d  B oard  

o f-C o n tro l to  rev ile  th is  fu b je fd ; 'th e  p o w e rs  

o f  the p re te n t a ft  ire co in p etcn  and the 

d efin ition  o f  p riv ile g es tn n ii bo ren d ered

* . ■ uniform aod juft,. f  - "S'. J' /f f t- ' O; :- '■:;■

. .. 1 fh o u ld  n o t  have d w e lt  fo  m u ch  o n  the

*  P av e ,  a m  f t  a n d  P la n s  fo r  Brhljb India, P- 4TZ-

, . rft.'ft/' -ft/
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’ *■ e , , ' * ' « d  ,  ' „ 1
progrefs o f the Company’s collections i f

the attention o f Parliament, and indeed o f

the Board of Control, had been fufficiently

directed to the Company’s policy. A n

erroneous definition o f perfons and things
. v- " ft

is B ill infifted on ; the ftatement o f fecu- 

rities to the proprietors o f Ind ia  flock, on 
t e r r ito ry  and cu jlom s in BritiJJj Ind ia , m ight 

have paffed without obfervation fo long as- 

the enumeration refted on the opinion o f 

an anonymous proprietor o f India flock ; 

but as it forms an important addition to 

the fecurity which M r. RuJJ'el*  ftates to 

belong to the Company, and its amount 

correfponds to the fum ftated by M r. D un- 
das in  opening the new India  b ill this year, 

it becomes necefiary to fhew that the Com 

pany’s cufloms are the Government cuf- 

toms, and that the attempts to elude the 

rights o f the Bate have hitherto been 

equally ruinous to the intereffs o f the 

Company and to the rights o f the public, 

and i f  permitted to continue, w ill fuperfede 

the benefits o f the prefent aCt.

•# ^
* Short Hilfory, p. 36.



I
 T h e  C o m m itte e  o f  C ir c u it  m  1772 re-
spied. Z em inda ry  C hok es  by a b atem en t o l  

ZiTl l  n iPces o f  te rrito ria l rent,, an d  th e  

G o v e r n o r  and 0o u n c e  red u ced  th e  c u flo r a s  : 

o f  G o v e rn m e n t to 23 p e r  c e n t , ; th e  averag e  

m od fa rn o«. tlx  y e a n  G o v e r n m e n t c u fto m s  

fu h fe q u e n t to  that, period  p ro d u ced  o n ly  

? 94-33 ru p ees m,' 1  'he balances and re- 

m iffio n s in  landed rev d h o e  on re co rd  fo r  . 

t h e  f o e  y e a rs  fe tt le m e h t n m o im ted  _'t0' ■

l o c , ' “'0-jOGo rupees, or t o o  la c k s  {-„ T h e  

;h’l '  e c o n o m ic a l pirn .o f 1781 m cre a fe d  t h e . • 
ch a rg e s  o f  c o lte & io n , an d  “  in  th e  y e a r  

x 78 th e  ch a rg e s  ol collc£tk>ii w e r e  d o u b le  

w h a t  t h e y  w e re  m  1 7 0 6 , and tl.ie .n e t re 

v e n u e  fro n t th e  ■ te rr ito r ia l ac a u d it  ion in  

’BefWvd w a s  one n u ll v .r r  iterling,. le fs  th an  it. 

w a s  th e  f ir ft  y e a r  after th e  a c e d lio n  to th e 

Tk'Wcmnet J T  T h is  ffo tern en t cor.relponds 

w ith  Z lrd  G rand  s  ca lcu la tio n  on th e  ' -re

v e n u e s  p t detailed nucha d iticre tit

periods o f  th e  arid m il. t- an y e a rs  o f  t h e  ' . *

C o m p a n y 's  B e w w n e e ,  and p ro v in g  th at

* Revenue C.onfultaticms, 238 April, 1761.
t  DlreSors’ Letter to Bengal Government, 12th

f  A \ April,' *?S6. . /; >,.* . , ;.y
I ;  \ Ibid* ■ ' f -■

J
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e ffiv e  d e c lin a  of^ fe y e ^ u e  an d .iri*  ,| j

M e a t  d ata  to  p red ict w ith  m oral 

c e r ta in ty ,-  i f  th e  iy ir e m  w a s  c o n tm m V  .-or 

fo r ty - f iv e  y e a r s  lo n g e r , it  w o u ld  g r a d u a lly  

a b lb r b  an d  a lie n a te  a il th e  k n o w n  fe u rc c s  

o f  p u b lic  in com e. and im p ro v e d  te rr ito r ia l 

fu n d s o f  8 0 ,7 9 7  fq u a re  rtiile s .’ * '• . r V y

W h e n e v e r  o ffic ia l d o c u m e n ts  (h a ll a feer- 
- - ,,

tarn th e c o m  ro ta tiv e  e x p e n c e  o f  th e  c o d e c -  
 ̂  ̂ ‘  ̂ ' s ' '  

tio iis  d u r in g  th e  firil; y e a r  .'of ".Lord C orn -
-.fv-ay . f t >’" -ofhv1 !;l|u yv'W'f y ’w Gf'\ byi'V v''iafirC'yhyCf'■r;'V^yry7vv>;:'Cyy;!yC:̂ av---y CV. W- yyWy|yjs

w a l l i s ' s  g o v e r n m e n t , 1 7 8 7 ,  an d  o f  ■ .the.
■ * i vi r  t

y  p r e le n t  .y e a r , 1 7 9 3 , th e  a llo w a n c e s  o r  th e

n e w  native- c o lle c to r s , and th e  p u ll-ion s to  

* d ilp o ife fie d  Zemhufnrs., arid th e  G o v e r n 

m e n t  d u ty  given u p , m ull a ll  be taken, 

in to  th e  a c c o u n t ; o n e  plain  c o n c lu iio n  

may be p re d ic te d , th e  c h a rg e s  w i l t  h a v e  y. 

'me mu led , - and  th e  fy f te m  A ll  ( t ill  re q u ire  

a m e n d m e n t ;  th e  r e m e d y  h as been  c o d - . . . -  

f ta n t ly  w b h u  th e reach, both  o f  th e  D i m  - 

to rs  and : f  th e  B o a rd  o f  C o n t r o l ; th e  C o -  . ; 

v e r o m u it  c u fto m s  Ih o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  e ffa -  ■

■ h lifh e d  an d  th e C o m p a n y ’ s cuftom s- a B o- . 

l i lh e d , .-for'the re g u la tio n s  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  

c u fto m s  w i l l  in c lu d e  a l l '  d e f e c t i o n s  o f  

: v - , ' - ( £ & » ,  s k  . C h y



H
 traders; and the Company’s cuftoms ne> 

cefi'arily require different heads o f receipts 

and different titles, and perpetuate the rui-
i j.

nous evafions o f control.
'' ' ■■■■/.

\

, ; ; ■■

C H A P .  X I.

n r*
i  H E  circumftances of Britifh  India re

quire the conftant fuperintendance o f a juft 

and provident government. v

I have dwelt fufficiently on the errors of 

a modification o f M r. Francis’s plan o f 

fettlement in Sir John  Shore’s hands ; and 

M r. Francis’s furplus has been (hewn to 

be inadequate to the exigences o f current 

dilburfements. I am equally inclined to 

check the extravagant expectation o f in- 

exhaufHble furplus from opprefiion and 

rapine, and muft ftate the neceflity o f in

vestigating the circumftances o f the coun

try, to avert the calamities arifing from

phyfical caufes. n  j -
. . .



■
n  ta n k s  o f  rc fe rv o irs  'lu r in g

i, fo r  the* p u rp o fe  o f  g iv in g  

:r.ias w h ich . frstVe 'n o  r iv e rs ,

>tl are m p re  e x p o fe d  to  g re a t  ̂  

a elu d ed  in  th e ,.g en e ra l  fu p e r- 

th c  B o a rd  ot^j-Control a n d  |j|| 

'D irectors, b y  th e  a f t  o f  17 9 3 *  i"h.c charger: 

o f  repairing e m b a n k m e n ts  arc in d u c e d  

u n d er th e  h ead  o f  P oolbudJy  in  B en g a l :

I
 in  th e  C arna tic  th e rep air o f  Tanks is p ro 

vided b y  a ta x , an d  th e  C irca rs, fro m  t h e  

n e g le d  o f  its co n q u e ro rs , c o n tin u e s  e x -  

poled  to  th e  d ek d atio n  o f  a n a r c h y  and o f  

im p ro v id e n c e .

Lord C f W w e l l  k n e w  th a t th e  E uphra tes ,  . 

u n d e r e n lig h te n e d  co n q u e ro rs , r w h ,  h a v e  

p re le rv e d  to  th is  d a y , b y  re g u la r  and m o 

d erate c h a r g e s , th e  fe r t il ity  o f  its  b a n k s , 

w h ic h ,  fr o m  fin an cia l m ore th a n  fro m  >h>> 

•ficai c a u fe s , w i l l  p ro b ab ly  n e v e r  oe restored  

to th a t o n ce  happy C ountry ; h e  conlidered. 

it of g re a t p o litic a l an d  p h y ftc a l im p o r- . 

t a n c e , ' an d  this, h ead  o f  e x p e n d itu re  w a s  

o n e  o f  the. job s  im p u te d  to L o r d  C li v e ; hss 

fflm d p ro p o rtio n e d  e x p e n ce s  to  th e  m o g u l"

,ic k i ^ 3  )



. tu d e  o f  o b je c ts ,;  h e  re p e a te d ly  to ld  th e  D i -  

n*;;lors and P a r lia m e n t that: a lib e ra l a l lo w -  

•/ • a n c e  w o u ld  b e c o m e  an in to le ra b le  c h a rg ev/ . O

w ith o u t a r ig o ro u s  co n tro l o f  e x p e n d itu r e ;  

w h e r e  ta x e s h a d  b e e n - co U e fle d  b y  M ah o 
m e ta n  c o n q u e ro rs  for .ta n k s ' an d  e m b a n k -  

m e rits , th e y  h ave n o t been d ife o u tin u e d  

b y  B n t i j b  c o n q u e ro rs , b u t th e  a p p lica tio n  

o f th e  m o n t v  c o lle c te d  h as been iih 'fv ite - 

: m a d e , an d  St n ail req u ire  a ferio u s it iv e il i-  

g a tio ii ;ot th e  c o m m u h o u e rs  u n d e r  th e  pro- 

i t n t  a { t ,  n o t o n ly  to  e n fu re  th e  e x p e u d i-  

 ̂ o f  th e  m o n e y , bur a lio  its  ju d ic io u s :

a p p lic a tio n  o n  th e  .report o t  e x p e r ie n c e d  

'..engineers,, w h o  m a r  c o m b in e  E urop ean  
f.e ien ce to  In d ia n  e x p e r ie n c e , an d  re n d e r 

th e.-w orks: b o th 'p n  m  mien t  a n d  ad eq u ate  to 

■ th e  u t je c u  ■ T n c  di virions o f  d e p a rtm e n ts , 

in tro d u ce d  in  2 7 8 5 , are Pull c o n tin u e d  in 

th e  1 v llern  o f  B r t i ’ifh I n d ia ; S ir  '"fohn * f a c -
• f ib e r  f o r  at t h a t  t im e  pro.nofed to  le t th e  Ze~

■ • ; , 1 . , , , ' 
m n r fa r s  m a n a g e  -tne. rep airs ch a rg e d  m  th e■ J * ' .O
Jy ■ % •> ■ -i I  -A s* . -v , . t , 1 1 '{ ' yW -i t iJhtnuM accounts under the head Pmwmdv, 

w h ic h  th e  D ire c to rs  a p p ro v e d , fu b ie c t to 

.,;'c (u p e n n h  n d a n e c  o f  th e  S uprem e. G o -
i\ '’P ft," ■ t ' 1 *, • f  ̂ '■■■' •. ■ ■" ' V ’

v  e m in e n t . I am  not ab le  to  ft ate h o w  th e ie  

c h a rg e s  are  c o n n e c te d  # lth . the.' M o cs u r r e r y

f t ® ® !
■ •M 5$ S  a K* *■ jjflh I * Vk> . m'5’* \ ’w i - 1 , JjpP n r , Ij ( ;
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p la ii b y  S ir  J o h n  S h o re ; th e  Z em inda rs  h a v e  

no p o w e r  to artels th e  'd irtr id s . A l l  th e  

c h a rg e s  in c id e n t o n  lan d  a re  th r o w n  o n  the.
*—■* . V f,

la n d , and “  fh o u td  a n y  earth q u ak e; h a p p e n , . .■ 

o v e r f lo w in g  f iv e r s  d ep o iit la n d , o r m vftakep. ■ 

a l le ilm e p t  re n d e r  th e  v i l la g e  in a d e q u a te  to 

b e a r ih d ia n d  ta x , th e  p ro p rie to r  ih o u k l be 

at l ib e r ty  to  - iC lig n  th e  erta te , ( t h e  q u it  

re n t b e in g  t h e  condition, c l  h is  te n u r e )  

an d  th e  B o ard  o f  R e v e n u e  m a y  a fte rw a rd s  

p r in t  it  to  a n o th e r  C C  f| iid  w h e r e  n e wO u ,f ;p

a q u e d u c ts  and m o u n d s are to  be m ad e, 

tile  S u p re m e  B o a rd , as P a r lia m e n ts  m  

E n gu n d ,  e o n fu k in g  g e n e r a l u t i l i t y ,  w i l l  

g ra n t p a r t ic u la r  l i c e n c e s f .  1 n eed  n o t 

c o m m e n t o n  th e  ju ( l ic e  a m i p o lic y  o f  th is  

o p in io n  : I Sh all p ro ce e d  to  .date d r e u m -  

f ia n c e s  w h ic h  p ro v e  th e  e x te n t  a n d  th e  

n e ce rtfty  o f  a. lib era l e x p e n d itu r e , a n d  rti- 

m u la te  th e  fu  perm  te n d a n ce  o f  d ie  C o m -  v 

m iflio n c r s  u n d er th e  p r e le n t  a d  to th is  

f u b je d ,  w h i c h  p retfes on  o , h u m a n it y ,  

'a n d  is in  f a d  in t im a te ly  c o n n e c te d  w it h  

th e  m te re rt, o f  G rea t B r ita in .

*  Sketch o f  late Arrangements., p. 9 p

t  Ibid, p., n g .  r^l-
.■ ■■■ ' .• 5 > *'■ -■ ■ ■  !



r i  Lord Cornwallis, having traverfed the 

Carnatic and the M yfore w ith  a victorious 

army, w ill judge whether the regulations 

I o f Tippoo produced greater profperity whereI * I they extended, than the Company’s fyf- 

tem o f alignments has produced in the 

C arna tic : Lord C ornwallis's honourable 

adherence to the C orga R ajah , on the final 

partition fettlement, and his decided fup- 

port o f the Rajah o f T ravan core, put him  

above the reach o f detraction, and render 

him the faviour o f the Hindoos in the pe- 

ninfula of Indian, during his adminiftration 

he has had opportunity to know that ftorms 

and droughts require the vigilance o f a 

protecting government, both in B en ga l and 

* in the Carnatic, to preferve the people, 

who, by the right o f the fword, are pro

perly called our fubjeCts in B ritljh  India.

I was favoured by Dr. Anderjon with his 

laft publication *, and the follow ing paffage 

in his letter to Colonel K yd  is an exifting .t

evidence of the neceffity o f a protecting 

Government.

* Additional Letters, M adras, 1793.



I am  fa v o u re d  w ith  v o u r  le t te r  o f  2 6th  
M a y , a c k n o w le d g in g  th e  re c e ip t o f  th e  5 

p u b lica tio n s  .1 le n t  y o u ,  from - w h ic h  y o u  

h a v e  e x tra c te d  w h a t  regard s th e  fa il  o f  

rain,- in  fu e h  a w a y ,  'as to  d ra w  a  c o n d o *  

lion, th a t  a gree s w it h  e x p e rie n ce  ; fo r  b e 

tw e e n  th e  Jab  rude, o f  16  and 18  d eg rees o n  

th e  C o a ft th ere w a s  fo  lit t le  ra in  fell, d u r in g  

th e  y e a r s , 1 7 6 4 ,  1 7 6 5 , .  and 1 7 6 6 ,  that t h e  
c o u n tr y  w a s  d e io la ted  b y  fa m in e .

T h e  fa m e  th in g  h a s  400? h a p p e n e d  a g a in  

in  t h e ;fa m e  part o f  th e  c o u n tr y , m fo m u c h  

th a t , I  a m  c r e d ib ly  in fo rm e d , on e h a l f  o f  

th e  in h a b ita n ts  are n o  m o r e !  an d  th e  re 

m ain d er T o  feeb le  an d w e a k , th a t ,  on  th e  

rep o rt o f  rice  c o m in g  fro m  th e  M alabar  
C o a ft , b y  o r d e r  o f  th e  G o v e r n o r  G e n e r a l, 

5,00.0 p o o r p eop le  le f t  R m am undry., and 

.very fe w  reach ed  th e  fea  o d e , a lth o u g h  th e  

d ifta n ce  is o n ly  f ifty , m i le s ; th e  p e ftile n ce  

occasion ed  b y  fa m in e  is better: p re v e n te d  

th an  c u re d ,

I  w i l l  leave it to  o th e rs  to. d eclare  th e
, '-.ft, /.mi if

y / w y s y g ;  ■ • y : r  /



caufes of the uncertain fall o f rain at the 

mouths of great rivers, for E gypt is re

markable for drought, and the G oadaveri 
fpreads cut into a Delta at Rajamundry in 

the fame manner as the N ile, fo that its 

mouths occupy fifty miles o f the fea coaft; > t

and the Kijlna likewife falls into the fea in 

the fame manner about fifty miles fouth o f 

the Goadaveri, and their waters are united 

on the intermediate fiat country in the 

months of Ju ly  and Augufi: when they 

overflow their banks.

It is curious that thefe two great rivers 

fhould proceed in oppofite directions to join 

their waters in a country where, perhaps 

from the caufes you have mentioned, o f 

the participation o f different monfoons, the 

fall o f rain is moll irregular and uncertain; 

one thing, however, is moft certain, that 

the bulk of mankind reap little benefit from 

fpeculative obfervations, otherwife the wa

ters o f thefe rivers would long ere this 

time have been converted to the purpofes 

o f agriculture. I have heard fay, for I was 

never at the place, that near cfem er ico tta  
the Kijlna is precipitated from rocks feventy
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0 % ^  fe e t, w h ic h  is a fu f f id e n t  h e ig h t  to  c a r r y  

its  w a te rs  o v er th e  P a in a u d  an d  G untoor 
c o u n tr ie s , and d re a m s fro m  th e  G oa d a v er i 
m ig h t n o  d o u b t be carried  o v e r  th e  M u f-  , 

ta p h an a gu r , F JIore , and R a jam und ry  C ir- 

c a r s , as even  in  th e  f ir d  w e e k  o f  J u n e , 

w h e n  its w aters a re  at th e  lo w e d ,  th e  

ch a n n el in  its bed is n e v e r le fs  th an  a 

q u arter o f  a m ile  in  w id th  an d  th re e  feet 

in d e p th  o f  ru n n in g  w a te r  D r .  A nder- 
f o n s  le tte r  is dated in  A u g u d  1 7 9 2 . D r .  

R ox bu rgh 's  le tter, th e  G d o b e r  1 7 9 2 ,  an d  

C a p ta in  G eorge B ak er 's ,  N o v e m b e r  1 7 9 2 ,  

h ad  been laid  b e fo re  S ir C harles O akeley, 
th e G o v e r n o r  o f  M a d ra s , b y  M r . A n d r ew  
R efs , w h o  im m e d ia te ly  rep resen ted  th e  

w h o le  to  th e  M a rq u is  C ornw a llis , and o b 

tain ed  Ids w a r m e d  a ffu ran ces o f  co-opera

t in g  and abiding; th e  b e n e v o le n t in te n tio n s  

o f  th e  M adra s  G o v e r n m e n t.

*

,, I  d o  n o t pafs o v e r  L o r d  C orn w a llis 's  h u 

m a n ity  in  th is in d a n c e  c o ld ly ,  to m a k e  

re m a rk s , w h ic h  dom e m ay th in k  u n n e c e f-

# Some additional Letters by James Anderfon, M . D . 

and A. M ., &c. Madras,179 3 .
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tfsofe who have fsen ĥ  h i

v i& o r y ,  and  at periods - w h ic h  app ealed  to  

ins. h e a rt, m a y  fe le ft  th e  v e r y  m a n y  m o - 

m e e ts  o f  h is life  to  e v id e n ce  h is  e levated  

m in d  i -when: l ip p o d *s h o fta g e  Jons e x p e r i

en ced  b y  .L o rd  C ornw a llis  s re ce p tio n  th a t 

th e  ex u lta tio n  o f  v ic to r y  an d c o n q u e ft  h ad  

n o t (lifted  th e fe e lin g s  o f  a  fa th e r , th e  e y e s  

rnci hearts- o f  Ind ia  paid  tr ib u te  to  th e  e x 

ce lle n c e  o f  B rh ifh  ch a ra d le r , and revered  

1d m  : an o b lig a tio n  is not c o n fe rre d  on  

L o r d  Cornwallis b y  f la tte r y , b u t b y  p o in t

in g  o u t th e  m ean s to  ren d er h is  ob jects 

p ra & ic a b ie . T h e  c irc u m fla n c e s  co n n ected  

w ith  th e  C arna tic  ev id en ce  the n e c e fiity  

n o t o n ly  o f  h u m a n e  in te n tio n , b u t o f m a 

tu re  reflection  a n d , H iv e ifig a tio o ,' fixed  r u le , 

and fle a d y  c o n tro l, to  d ig e ft  th e  p la n , on  

p r in c ip le s  and b y  fo rm s, i f  p o fh b le , e q u a l

l y  a p p lica b le  to  e v e ry  part, o f  B rttijf) Itiaia.

C a p ta in  B ea tfon  in fo rm s u s  * ,  th at th e

, *  M r. D a h m p h 's Memoir on W atering the Circars, 

p. * 2 ,17 9 3 . ‘ £ c - n . :
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Company’s J a g e e r  owes its fertility to 

1,480 Tanks, or refervoirs of water, fome 

o f confiderable extent. M r. D alrymple, 
who had been one o f the Committee o f 

C ircuit appointed by the Dire&ors, in

formed us*, that the Tanks were in a 

worfe ftate in 1776 than in 1764, though 

the annual taxes collected for their repair 

was very confiderable ; the renters, it is 

faid, have ufually appropriated to them- 

(elves the Jha re o f the p rodu ce colledied for 

this purpofe, and the temporary and partial 

repairs tb p  Tanks have received were inef

fectual, and generally done at the extraor
dinary expence o f the inhabitants.

jl
Dr. AnderfotCs letter, and the merito

rious intentions of the Governor General, 

and o f the Governor o f M adras, are more 

likely to be directed to their objedl, from 

the comment o f M r. D alrymple, printed 

laft month f , than from the zealous and 

well-intentioned exertions o f gentlemen in

* Short Account o f the Gentoo M ode o f co U e^ n g 

Revenue, London, 1783, p. 11.

t  M em oir on W atering the Circars, June, 1793.
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---'hydraulic u ru m w en aen ts, w h o  w e r e  w it h 

o u t fu c h  irt/rrurimifs zs a le v e l ;  his in te r e ft-  

irrg o b ie rv a tio o s  fu g g e ft ,  that p re v io u s  in -  

v e ft ig a t ic n  ’ Is nece/Tary to  decide on th e  

p ro p rie ty  an d u tility  o f  tu r n in g  th e  co u rfe  

o f  th e  K ifin a .  T h e  le v e ls  o f  th e  w h o le  

ad ja ce n t c o u n tr y , an d  th e  n atu re  o f  th e  

•foil, can a lon e d ecid e  w h e th e r  th e  n e w  

co iir fe  o f  th is  v a il  bod y o f  w a te r  w o u ld  

ta k e  th e  p ro p er d ire c tio n , and w h e th e r  th e  

■ fopembundariee o f  w a te r  m a y  n o t d e ftro y  

th e  d ry  g r a in ,  w ith o u t  e v e n  p ro m p tin g  th e  

c u ltu re  o f  r ic e ;  b u t ab o ve  a ll, y y h q ta e r  it  

w o u ld  n o t ru in  the* c o u n tr y  to th e  .w eft- 

w a rd  o f  M iM k a ta m ,  an d  w h e th e r  th e  

Goadti'Ven m a y  not: b etter lu ir th e  p m p o ie  

th a n  th e  K ifin a - W e  nraft: a d m it .th e n e- 

e e ffity  an d  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e le  w o r k s , 

w h e n  w e  read l )x, A fuhr'jon 's le t t e r ;  b u t 

in  th e  peiu .n lu la  o f  In d ia , -w e  n it if f  a lio  

r m em b er, that: th e p r o fp e n ty  o f  th e  c o u n 

t r y  d ep en d s m u c h  on  its  rivers . T o  th e  

Nabob- o f  J r c q t  and th e  R ajah  o f  f a n fa r e  
a .m ound has been th e  fre q u e n t fo u rc e  o f  

feriovis cou tcftw ’ , T h e  C'oieroon, p ro p e r ly

! *  M em oir on W atering the Cinarrt 'p,  J2.
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th e  A nnacatt  in to  t h e . (M e r cm .  an d  th e n
'''yi’s, ' •’' ! . o • >« i ' ' \ ■■, '••• ...i , j. “ \ fv.VW

ru n s  w a its  to  tii ■ lea . T h i s  E f f ic ie n t ly :  

e x p la in s  't h e  n a tu r e  an d  ob jects o f  th e  Xt£ 
w o r k s  n ec-ciiary to  a v e rt fa m in e , an d  a lib  

d e m o n ftra te s  th a t it  m irft be th e  w o r k  o f .
Hy-or e-e. Ov.-./yy-- 1 . ’ i ; . y'.v. AA ■ 'AAA‘A:.

. t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ; • c o n fe r]u e n tly , th a t , e x - • 

c lu fiv e  o f  m ilita ry -  co n s id e ra tio n s , e c o n o -
' 'vf:v'lxV«k)ir \ i.’.'o'/'i' '• '■! W' ''A • '/•: ■' ’ ■ • iS • V ;•> Vv: AGGA A'A

m ic a ! p n rp o fe s  .req uire u n ity  o f  p lan ,, a n d  ' 

e q u ita b le  diftribticion, o f  th e .w a te r s ,  fo  fa r  - 

• as th e y  ca n  ciiflu ie  p r o lb e r ity  o v e r  th e  

la n d s  b e tw e e n  th e  G haut a and  m e  lea*

O r .  -Koxhjfr^hy  a t S sth til Got ah* o n  .2 i l l .  

J a n u a ry ., 1 7 9 3 ,  in form s- M r , l l o f s  at" M a 
d ra s  '•, unit '■ *' tt  js to o  tar u u vsu ccc i in  th e

' ■ ■ * Memoir o.t .lining the 6 . , i .-jt, p, ',:o. ■



'deaian. to  b egin  .any g r a n d  w o rk ,  in c h  as 

a  dam  sicrofs th e  K iftn a ,  b u t th e  lo o n er 

Tanks on a . fm a ll • fe d e  are ' b e g u n , th e  

■ lo o n e r  w i l l  the- r em a in in g  f a r t  o f  t h c  p o o r  
b e enabled to  live*  T h e  R ice  g iv e n  a w a y  

jit charity^  an d  tinder treat nam e,- fiitee- trie 

fam in e  b e g a n /  w o u ld  h a v e  c o n ftr u & e d  f e 
d e r a l  la r g e  Tanks, and d on e infirm  e ly  m ore 

Food ; for th e n  th e  p oor  w o u ld  h ave  fou n d  

%Vork and f o o d  a t or n ea r th eir h o u fe s , 

w h e re a s , as i t  w as, th e y  w e re  o b lig e d  to , f  y  

le a v e  th e  in lan d  p a r ts ,  an d  tr y  to c r a w l  to  

th e  f e w  p la c e s  o n  th e C onjl w h e re  r ic e  w a s  

to  be had , an d  v e r y  f e w  ever re tu rn e d .5''

A n d  h e co n c lu d e s  w ith  an oth er observa

tio n  * 44 Should th e  fu c ce 6 o m g  le a io n s  be as 

favourable to r  th e  crops as th ere is a r ig h t  

to  expelT, w h a t  is to  b e  done w ith  th e  

o v e rp lu s  p r o d u ce  ?  for th e re  are n o t in h a b i

ta n ts  le ft ftd fic ie n t to  e a t h a lf  a g o o d  cr o p  : 

it- ca n n o t - be ex horted  on a cco u n t o f th e  ex - 
■ orb it an t  in la n d  du ties> to r o n ly  b e tw e e n  d ie  

h ills  and th e  f e e s  n ear th is ,  th e y  c o m e  to 

a b o u t '20 p er  cent*  on  g r a in , a lth o u g h  th e 

d !d a n c e  is o n ly  t w e n t y  m ile s , M r . I k *  

r ym p l e  d a te s , chat ab u n d an ce  o f  te e k  w o o d  

in ie b t  com e down, th e  (Toadavert i f  th e  in -  -

m f  • :Vf



'/5& G%X v v ** 1 ' ' ;r
/^\ '

[ 5 11 ] -V

land duties did not amount to 375 p e r c e n t  
according (as it is faid) to a ftatement o f 

the Committee o f C ircu it; and he tru ly 

obferves, that it would be o f infinite bene

fit to abolifb inland duties equitably to the 

renter, but it does not fo llow  that the na

tional obje&s which M r. G rant connects 

w ith this fupply o f timber fliould become 

private or public monopoly; their com

bined remarks prove that Government can- |

P
not longer avoid a d irect and minute atten- /'$ 

tion to the circumflances o f the country 

and o f its inhabitants *:•

Under different circumftances o f G o

vernment, in B en ga l, in the C irca rs, and 

in the C arnatic, different arts o f manage

ment and fubferviency have opened to M a- 
hom edan  and Hindoo officers a participation 

in  the rents o f the country, but the R eyu ts, 
or P ottah  holders, on all fides appear con- 

figned to oppreffion. In the Carnatic every 

religious and focial counteranion o f the 

natives having proved inadequate to afford 

the R eyu t prote&ion, no matter whether

*  Memoir on Watering tiie Circars, p. 30.

■ 'V • • '■  '



fro m  Bnii/k  h e g le d ,  ig n o ra n c e , or avarice,- 

o i from  Z em m da ry  ex to rtio n  and on p red io n ,

M oqcLz K ljin a  in fo rm s u s, 44 th a t  m  m a 

n y  v illa g e s  o f  th e  C arna ik  th e  .inhabitants 

h ave m ade a g re e m e n ts  o f  r e i ln t l io n  b e 

tw e e n  th e m fe lv e s  to la v e  th e  w r e c k  o f  

th e ir  p r o p e rty , and nor fe ll th eir Lords to 

a n y , even in tim e o f  th e ir  e x t r e m ity ,  b u t 

to  c u ltiv a te  fu c h  part o f  th e ir  re ip e c liv e  

iliare  as th e ir  a b ility  m a y  a ffo rd , and to' let 

th e  re m a in in g  pari h an d  if  i l l , and be 

u fed  b y  th e  R eyu ts  and o th e r  in h a b ita n ts, 

u n til  th e  o w n e r  o f  th at fh are ca n  Itrd  

m ean s to  c u lt iv a te  it. T h e  v illa g e s  under 

th e  above re llr ld lio n  are ca lle d  P a jh u n ga r e , 
b y  w h ic h  is u n d erw o o d , that n o  la u d s  o f 

In h e rita n ce  ca n  be fo ld  th ere  b y  an  in d iv i

d u a l in h e r ito r  ; w h e re a s  m o t h er v illa g e s , 

w h ic h  are ca lled  A rd ey cd ra , Chares o f  lan d  

ra a v  be fo ld  and b o u g h t  a cc o rd in g  to th ej  iji w

y fu a l  co u rfe

F.rmft M r. D d rym p k  I h rft le a rn t th at 

th e  " fageer  te r r ito r y  had been a c c u ra te ly  

fu r y e y e d  b y  MV. B a r n a r d i  and th e  p e ru ia l

. * Pcftfcript td' Mr. Daltyinph’s A$$unt, 1783. p. 7,
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’ ^ o f  on e p a g e . In w h ic h  h e  H ates th e  m in u te  

a c c u ra c y  o f  th e  f u r v e y - f ,  rata o f  a ta b le  to  

arra n g e  th e. detail o f  the. in fo rm a tio n  --con

n e c t eu w i t h  th e  f iu 'v e y , w h ic h *  i f  th e y  h ad  

co m e  to w o u ld  be 3 f n f f i d e n t  ::n-

f w e r  to  th e  financial; c b e c r i lh  fo r  B en g a l ,  
w h o  re c k o n  stcen:rJc n ie a lu re m e n t a m i 

eq u a l ^T<jfilnent ■ im p r a c tic a b le * : t f t  all 

th e re fo re  o n ly  add o n e  fa r th e r  a b le r  r a t io n  

od D rake, w hich , is  • e v e r  d u e t o  M r ,./ f t / -  

r ymbl e  s in m a d lb c s . a d h e re n ce  to  c o r r e c t  

in fo rm a tio n . H a v in g  o b k r / e d  th e  G en iu s  
w o r k  to g e th e r , m d fubrmfc fHeir a c c o u n ts  

t o  th e  v illa g e  accom pli;’, • it, & c*  h e  had 

con clu d ed , t h e .c o m m u n ity jo in t ly  cu ltiv a te d  

and (h ared  th e  p ro d u ce , w h ic h  o p in io n  d  .• 

M r . . £):ajrym f‘k ■ p u b lish ed  .h e

rece iv ed  o th e r  in fo rm a tio n  in  1 7 8 c s w h ic h  . 

h e  im m e d ia te ly  p u b lifte d  j t  M os^o JC tfina , 
th e  C o m p a n y ’ s D ubajh-i\ t M ad ra s ,  w r o te ,  

u  . t h a t . e v e r y  .R tp-uf c u lt iv a te d -h is  diftki.eh ■ ;

flia rc  o f  la n d , an d  .receiv ed  th e  d u e  £hare-- * 1

o f  th e  p r o d u c e ; ’ * a n d , h e  adds, u  M r .  B a r -

# Podfcnpt to Kft. Dulrympk’s. Account,- p.,-6; '
( A  jfhort Acecmnt of tiie Gentoo Mode-of Callefting 

Revenues'oh thoCoaft of €orr:tahaeit 1783.. .
.. d-d/d % Poftfcript to Mr . DalrympiYs Account; %e, 1785,
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nard 's account o f the furvey mud certainly 

give a full explanation of all the particu

lars regarding the nature o f the inheri

tance, &c. in the country, which may be 

found in the Company’s office.”  “  T o  

colled the produce in kind is the bed mode 

that can be thought of, but it mud be at

tended with fome pains and trouble ; it 

requires patience on the part o f Govern

ment to convert or to receive them all in 

money, whereas, i f  the country is let to 

R enters, an immediate payment in cadi 

may be expeded from them ; but this w ill 

o f courfe produce an'oppreffive manage

ment of the R enters over the Reyuts, who 

w ill thereby be impoveriffied in the highed 

degree; in the prefent* fituation of the 

Company’s affairs, they can neither have 

patience to wait to receive the produce in 

its kind, or to be converted afterwards into 

money; nor can they place confidence 

I  in thole managers who may be employed 

in the room o f the renters to do lb; fo

* Auguft io, 1784, is the daid'of Moodo Kifina's 
letter from Madras , ,

40f *' ' " V-'' ’ *
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th a t t h e  cetj-ntry m t$  J iibm k .to  th e  p re fe u t 

in c o n v e n ie n c e s .'3 '

! S n ch  a lfo  m^ffc'bd th e  t a n f i o n  o f  |

India, u u n i a g e n e ra l (y lls iu  fh a ll  be dk~ 
in cd .  b y  a .y^W 1 t o d e ; p ro p erty  a feerta ia ed  .

a$Ci:d n'leatpreTTieiit ;tkf r e g i f k y ; and 

com. ;■ i option  o f  a fixed  proportion  o f  a fh ia l  I 

p io d u ce , ascertained by aontsal vJduaeibri,

° r  by t h e  average m e d ia n , o f  ie v e r a l y e a r s  

va lu a tio n  on a ten. years .letliem en,?;: r lifc i 

b-.-aJi ( io v e m m e n t;  an d  lu o je & s , b y  bare : 

iiifpecVion o f  t h e  re co rd s , m ay fee .a n d  d if- 

t t n g u fh  th e  lig h ts  o f  lu d ivid iu  *s and o f  

!;■ ; th e f flare . •

C R A P .  t l h

On th e  p o lit i ca l N ece jfiiy  o f  a  P la n  f i r  |

. India.

had ■ been o fte n  la id , w h e n  -fShstil w e

affix, b o u n d s |.o th e  co n q u cffir  In India I  I f

w e  had ex ceed ed  th e  g e o g ra p h ic a l lim its  b f  
. , r

■ A.*;, i M  1> 1 2
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military defence, or the fcale o f dominion 

effential to preferve the fources o f revenue 

and commerce, by which the naval inte- 

refts o f G reat B rita in  are maintained again# 

European competition, tending to annihilate 

both its fovereignty and commerce in 

India, I fhould not be an advocate for ex

tended dom inion; but if  natural barriers o f 

mountains, rivers, branches o f the fea, and 

deferts, give fecurity with dim inution o f 

expence, it mu# be from the inhabitants 

within fuch natural boundaries, being either 

fubjecis or allies, penfioned by, or pen- 

fioning, the protecting power, or they w ill . 

be mo# formidable enemies in war, by 

their free accefs to the heart o f the coun

try, or in* peace, by rendering a war efta- 

bliOiment neceflary, I f we have had no 

fixed rule o f eohdud with our fubjeCts in 

B en ga l and in the C arnatic, it w ill not ap

pear extraordinary that no fixed policy has 

guided our influence over the fovereigns 

whom we have created, prote&ed, or con

quered, to become the allies o f Great Bri~ 
ta in ; or that the exercife o f our in 

fluence has often been as ruinous to the 

country as the ravages of a ftate of war*
• : {  7 v ^ 7 ; ' '  '■' 7  7 7 7 7 -  5  7 '. i ■ ;  , 7  : ,
•%. ’ £  jQQ* t ’
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B
 it is not heceflarjr to jlluftrate. the
rk by the/ imlaxices of bale iniquity 
ted to Governors, or which the mo- 
of recitation,' or pu«

ouit isirretrievably pad. and there-' 
for the credit of Great Britain, ought 

,’er to be kept under a  c lo u d , but for 
mure fhfety to the honour of Great 
in  ought: never to be out o f  the me- 
of the executive 'and legiflative Go- 

, t • , w  v e m m e n t. .* “■ '■ y y *> - .

y  r
■ I t  does - n o t  require. extraord in arypen © ** 

tration  to  dK fhigniifh  th e  d r c u m & m c c s  in  

"' w h ic h  th e  in te re fls  o f  R ritiff) India an d o f  1 
its  n e ig h b o u rs  in In J ja  c o n c u r  o r  d i f f e r ; it 

.perm an en t iy flem . can  o n ly  f % i i c  fro m  

. f lro n g th e iiin g  a c o m m o n  ii)tereft, I  h r  ill  

llln ftra fe  th e  n e c e fiity  o f  g e n e ra l p r in c ip le s  e  

fo u n d ed  - o n  a ccu ra te  in fo rm a tio n , b y  th e  

tra n fa fH o tis  in  the C arnatic d u r in g  the.act- 

minift:ration, o f  L o rd  M acartn ey, an bo 

n'ourahi.c. m a n , w h o , o n  th e  f b t e m e n t  o f  . 

his. c o i id u d , d u rin g  a p eriod  o f  d i f f i c u l t y , . 

h a s  received * re r o m p e n c e  and - a p p ro b a tio n  

; fro m  th e C o m p a n y  arm, th e  M in i ite rs  ; and :

the' le g a l o p in io n s w h ie h fa H if le d  m m  are
; vfift :: 'v P ity'ftyvtft,- 'i'e--' f v' TO'̂  - y:. b: By ft. 'i’d; Ldi yt t f : fyivy y p':'

t’ . , '' i t y , hft • .



o f lateadduced * as conclufive to queftions 

| o f great political importance.

In the early period o f the Nabob's eleva

tion, by the protection o f the Company, 

the Nabob o f /Jrcot had the entire command 

o f A rcot and its dependancies, w ith his 

own cavalry and feapoys, and an efhablifh- 

ment o f ten battalions, paid by the Com 

pany, for which he allowed about four 

lacks o f rupees p e r  annum . The  Company 

fold to the Nabob cloathing, arms, & c . ; 

his payments were ftipulated to be month

ly , and the revenues o f A rcot were always 

mortgaged by anticipation for that pur- 

pofe. The early wars o f 1756 to 1763 

againft H0 er , began the Nabob's debt; 

the expedition againft l*anjore and againft 

P on d ich erry  in  1778 increafed it in a de

gree, that his ill-paid army became rather 

an object o f terror than o f protection; 

mutinies were frequent, and the garrifons 

I were dilmantled. The Company and the 

K in g 's  M in ifters took into coniideratiou 

the rapid growth o f the defpair or ambi-

* Short Hiftory, 2d edit. p. 72.
: | V A. f) .■ '



'w h ich  th e  u e c v t ft ie s  o f  o u r ally ,- .an d 'th e  

d em an d s <\ th e  C o m p a n y 's  fe rv a n ts ,' te n d --. 

ed : at !a it5; b oh ad o b e in g  prescribed. to  hid .:

a : ■' ^

? ^  1 •* ' ‘ ' i ‘ ^ ^ • \;;
th*:. aaTCi. m erit to  be arm ruled. .L ord  M-.t-

V ' 1 - 1c&rtney toon c n a rp e  or th e  g o v e r n m e n t m  . 

J u n e , t. c 8 i ; Lei aid not a p p ro ve  part o f  

th e  trea ty  o f  A p r i l ,  r ; 3r ;  h e  d a te d , ;?,d 

J u ly ,  and 15 th  A u g n fb , I ' B i j  th a t  th e  

C G  ■ .a F fab oF i  hxfehagers d efeated  'fh^attainDQisBtt.'J'C 

0i aid fro m  :hk> cornu r r .  O n  th e ad  o f  
J u n e, 1 7 8 2 , th e G o v e rn o r. G e n e ra l an d  

C o u n c il  rep eated  to r c ib C  r  (junctions to 

reaJite e v e r y  p o fu b lo  p C p o ree  o f  ..the C ar- 
hmk»  H is  L o r  K h ip  obtain ed  fro m  th e 

• • • Nabob a n e w  a l ig n m e n t  o f  th e  r e y e ip e s  

o f  th e  l i l t e d  in th e  gen era l le t 

te r , F ort o t ,  G eo rg e ,  2.6th o f  J a n u a ry , 

x 7 8 2 ;  th e  S u n rn d  m ade an u b lo iu te  aiIGn~ •- 

m en t o f  th e  re v e n u e s , re tlo v in g  to  th e



Nabob one fixth o f the net colle&ions for 

his perfonal fupport.

In the M adras correfpondence, 23d of 

May, 1783, that Government acknow

ledged to the' Nabob, and to the Governor 

General and Council, that the late arrange

ments were founded on the B en ga l treaty 

o f 1781, and virtually conflituted a part of 

it. The B en ga l Government confidered it 

as a modification o f the 8th article o f that 

treaty. T h e  treaty o f 1781 having been 

annulled by the D ire&ors, the Nabob re

filled the rigorous exaction o f the fecond 

alignm ent, and the Governor General and 

Council refunded it alfo, as being part of 

the firfl treaty.

The Nabob forms a third agreement; 

to give one third more in money, cattle, 

and provifions, than Lord  M acartn ey had 

colle&ed in  an equal period in his country, 

and to procure Bankers' fecurity for the * 
payment; or, in failure of his engage

ments, he fHpulated to leave the ultimate 

and abfolute difgofal o f the country, and 

its management, to the Directors or Go-
0 /  p i  jk4 \ ■ |v ■ { & xy i

1: ‘
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 vernor General; which the Government 

o f B enga l approve. It is not difficult to 

imagine the irritable and ruinous uncer

tainty of fuch a mode o f fettling w ith  the 

a lly  o f Great B rita in , had it been in times 

o f profound peace, but it happened in- the 

period of famine and warfare, while the 

country was overrun by H yder. T h e  cal

culation o f the depopulation o f the Carna- 

t i c  during that period was fent to me in 

1783 by an eye witnefs o f the mifefries of 

that unfortunate country.

•

The number o f inhabi

tants deftroyed w ith in  

the J a g e e r  by R yd er 's  
invalion -  - - 1781, 15 0 ,0 0 0

Died by ficknefs at M adras 1782, 2 0 ,0 0 0  

Ditto, by famine at M a
dras, inhab itan ts o f  h  - 1782, 10 ,0 0 0  

Ditto, at M adras, inhabi

tants o f the country, 

forced in by Hyder - 1782, 5 0 ,0 0 0  

Died in removing north

wards from M adras in  

confequence of the fa-

m *ne * 1782, 4 0 ,0 0 0



It appeared 10 v e r y  extrao rd in ary . t r n . i  

' ' co u ld  1.M h ave  cred k ed  a n y  co u n try  e x ift -  

in p  under fu c h  comj.ir_a.ted m is fo r tu n e ; 

fro m  a ll quarters' T heard o f  the m erit o f  

th e  gen tlem en  w h o  s ite d  o n  the part o i 

\ th e * C o m p a n y  w it h  Sir C hark s O a fa le f^  th e  , ^

prelen t G o v e rn o r  o f  M a d ra s ; but ab ility  

and hum an ity c o u ld  o n ly  palliate fu ftu n iig s ,
1 n o th in g  can  render th e  fy fte m  o f  affigii*  

m e a t  and irre g u la r  tw .& io n  ju f t  or p o litic .

1 h . ,j i • *,iAr •? 1 ■ .■ ‘i’ r

I had heard o f  that ftupendous b u ild in g ,

:h e public g ra n a ry , at T an jorc,  and 1 w as 

le d  to  inqui/e w h e th er firoilar sftab iilA - 

m e n ts  in th e  C ^ rna ir  and. the Cirears^
w ith  o th e r jc fo u tv c s  b x . u ity iu a i :A *L..

T 'V  ■■■ f b i c .■•■■■■ p -h  i s p i
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nagement, had operated during this period 

o f public calamity, while H yder was fub- 

fillin g  on the country, and the fupply in  

the Company’s llore proved infufficient 

both for the people and the Government. 

Every confultation w ith commercial men 

preceded the final determination o f 

Lord M aca rtn ey , by his proclamation, to 

feize a ll the rice for the ufe o f Govern

ment, at a price l o w ,  comparatively w ith 

the prices given by individuals; this in a 

degree prolonged the fcarcity by decreafing 

the import; the period was calamitous, 

and the means o f the M adras Government 

were limited, confequently its pofitive en

gagements -fhould have been proportioned 

exadly to its means; the credit o f the 

Company, and o f B ritijh  India, could alone 

make up the deficiency w ith favour to the 

diflreffes of individuals, who rifqued for 

the public, even in preference to the Com 

pany, when the individuals and the Com 

pany became competitors in  the market.

Th e  C ircars and B en ga l were the fources 

o f fupp ly ; gentlemen in the C irca rs were 

induced to exert themfelves by the promife



o f  b e in g  r e g u la r ly  paid, at M & fuhpdtrm ; at 

1 f  rffc th e y  w ere  paid by b ills  on a S h ro ff,
w h o  p a id 't h e m 1’in  P a god a s % th e  feco n d  

car.on w a s  paid' b y  bills on th e  C h ie f  an d  

C o u n c il  o f  MafuSpalam-, w h ic h  th a t B e a rd

prom Lled to p a y  w h e n  .th e  Z em inda rs  i t , i t  

ia  th e ir  ren ts, w h ic h  w as rule, to  g e n tle -  . 

m en  w h o  w ere  p a y in g  i z  p e r  cen t, fo r P a r  
&oJas to on reb ate  th e  rice th e y  had fens, on  . 

. tfctt-ir tail’ll in  th e  M adras  ( h ' vdmpren.c>

O t h e r  tra d ers, w h o  had' tit ted  out v e f ld s  

to im p o rt rice , w e r e  d ifgu iled ' by r e q lm n g  

in p a y m e n t b ills  o u  the. f real u ry  o f B en ga l?  
th e y  had d o  a ltern a tiv e  b u t to d iico u iit  

* th e ir  B en g a l  b ills  a t M adras, w ith  th e  lo fs 

p i  'X i] p e r  cen t, i tlie fe  ca lcs can. o n ly  be a c 

co u n te d  for b y  th e  G o v e rn m e n t’ s w a r t  of 

in tin L.ite Jsriow ledge <V. th e  c irc u m h a n c e s  

o f  th e  c o u n t- y . T h e  ' fu p p ly  on w h ic h  

th e  M adras  G o v e rn m e n t ca lcu la te d , an d  to 

; w h ic h  th e ir o ffers w ere  app lied , proved  

m fin ite ly  g re a te r  chan t u c y  co u ld  m a lts  

<-'ood.; but. its  m o n o p o ly  o f  th e m a r k e t  

a fte r  th e  n e c e lh ty  wan pail., can-be co n  fi

de r e d  o n ly  as a, h icrificc  o f  p o litica l ju f l ic e  

to  co m m e rcia l iL t e r d ls ;  tive. c h ie t d ep en -
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dance o f the M adras Government was in 

fuccour from B en ga l, and, by the exertions 

o f M r. H ajlings and the Supreme Council, 

an aftonifliing fupply o f grain was fent to 

M adras. In Auguft, 1783, when the

dread o f famine was over, and the rice 

market had been opened, without redac

tion, an order o f Government prohibited 

the difpofal o f private rice, until the fu- 

perfluity o f the public granary was fold, 

at the Company’s price, which, though 

not high, diftreffed the poor people very 

much, by being twice as dear as the coarfer 

rice, which was to be had in the markets 

and in the M adras road; the merchants, 

without demurrage, were delayed in the 

fales o f their cargoes, and as foon as peace 

was proclaimed they fent their Ihips p f 

rice and flour to the French at Cuddalore.

Thefe errors o f judgement were o f tem

porary effeS ; but the jfyftem of a lignm en t 
appeared too like ly to become the perma

nent plan of rendering influence produc

tive, and accordingly we have feen, lince 

that period, alignments neceflary to realife 

our deliberate liquidations o f the Nabob's
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»■ m n ts  to th e  o-maiK*,'. Cil his a llies , a.ad 

hrm /ii arm ies h ave been U nce, at tim e?, 

e m p lo y e d  to  co iled l th e  Nabob's, ren te an d 

t r ib u t e s ; and .neither the Brit/jb G o v e rn - 

nvsiit - at h o m e, n o r its  G o v e rn m e n t in th e  

C arnatic, ears te ll w h e th e r  th e  d em an d s 

vvere j u f t ; and h o w  Oiould th e y  be c o m 

p eten t. iudsres, vphen th ey  are cn con  raved 

W  be lie v e  th at, h i th e  h ih o r y  o f  Indian  
H naocc, no C andard o f  taxation occur;- but 

•file w i l l  o f  th e  def'pot ? T o  c o m p le te  the 

pi& vrfe, th e  Nabob  had been , d u r in g  th is 

period, and, I b e lie v e , is  at th is  tim e , a 

fu ito r in  th e  C o u r t  o f  C h a n c e r y , app eal

in g  b y  le g a l p ro cefs to  th e  e q u ity  o f  th e  

•High C o u rts  05 W c h r a if if te r  to  b rin g  th e  

C o m p a n y  to  a Statem ent and fe ttle m e p t o f

J; .th eir a cc o u n t c u rre n t w ith  h im -; th is  c a a V  ' 

n ot be m ade th e  ru le  o f  fu tu re  p r a c t ic e ;

Its n e c e fftty  m u ft  be iu perfected, for th e  

pracftce under a n y  m od ification  can n o t be 

d ecen t i it arole .from-' E uropean  m an age- 

m erit, fo m e tirscs  to  co n tro l th e  C o m p a n y . 

fcm e C m e s to b lin d  th e  peop le o f  E ngland
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to their rights and intereft, and to turn 

public opinion in favour of fervants elu

ding the Company’s control, and even in

B
 favour of the Company eluding the rights 

o f the Crown. The eyes of the public 

have at times been opened by particular 

adts o f rapine and abufe of power, which 

have been exaggerated or foftened by the 

political regulator o f European politics or 

o f Britifh  party.

* The fighs o f oppreffed Reyuts fcarcely 

have aecefs to the Collector’s ear, but the 

Nabob found diredfc accefs to the K in g 's  
Minifters, which fortunately attached re- 

fponfibility more immediately upon them ; 

Parliament, by the prefent a£t, has com

pleted their refponfibility by defining the 

objects and extent o f the M in ifter’s con

trol ; heretofore the fluctuation o f fyftem, 

and the periodical changes o f opinion, di

verted the confidence o f , allies from the 

oftenfible M iniAers to private agents, and 

i f  Parliament had not attached to the 

K in g's M inifters the degree o f confidence 

and power which made it their intereft to 

account frequently to Parliament, and to
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e x p la in  th e  ru le  o ffe o n n e ft io n  vto  w h ic h  

th e  K in g  o f  G m ?/ B rita in  /hall be a d v ile d , 

fo  o fte n  as th e  occaliori ih a ll  a n  lib, th e  in 

trigu es o f  d elud ed  Indian  P rin ce s  and th eir 

treaftuy- w ou ld , h ave beten b ro u g h t ia to  ac

tion  th ro u g h  th e proprietors o f  Ind ia  (lock-; 

th e  politics o f  Ind ia  w o u ld  h ave b e e n 're g u 

la te d  bv p a r ty  h o m e -p o litics , and th e  in - 

te re p s  o f  G rea t B rita in  h a v e  been managed, 

b y  in v ih b le  Indian  corrup tion  • but ib  lo n g  

as P arliam en t w i l l  en fo rce  re/po nubility., 

an d  fre q u e n tly  examine- the practical defi

n it io n  o f its p o w e rs , India  w ill  rem ain  an 

• iroportam; and p erm an en t refou rce to  G reat 
Britain.

C H A P .  X I I I .

-/ % \)n$he com m ercia l N eceffiiy  e f  a  g en e r a l  P la n  
f o r  B iit ifh  In d ia ,

I T  cannot be doubted th at th e real inte- 

re fis  o f  the C o m p a n y  and o f  G reat B rita in  
. d ep en d  on th e  ju d ic io u s  exercife  and co n -
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tro l o f  th e  p o w ers ' o f  th e  IZcift-fndta  a$i t ' '  

th e  C o n i pan j  c a n n o t d isprove that a iy i t e m  

o f  wal^e and extravagan cs: in. d ie  c o m m e ,-  

.d a i d ep a rtm en t w o  a id con fu m e all the p ro - | 

.fits o f  co m m e rce  ; o r  th a t  th e  te rr ito r ia l - 

iw/enue,, w h ic h  g iv e s  th e  a d v a n ta g e s o f  in -  

c r e a f d  cap ita l, m a y  bo p e rv e rte d  iq fo  a 

p o fw r  Off m a k in g  h ath  tfap jm H c e  -u k ! p a - 

■ lice  o f  $he counta v fid) fe rm e n t to d ie  m lf-  

•; m an a g e m en t o f  its  c o m m e r c e ,. -I h a v e  e<~ .

" plained * th e  g e n e r a l p o w e rs  o f  th e  B o a rd  

o f  C o n tr o l to  c h e c k  th e  ab erm  and to  d i-  

r e c t  th e  co m p h ca ted  in terefts o f  th e  C o e  1 

pan y and o f  t h e . State :' I fh a ll h a te  a f e w  

c lr p u n / b n c c s  w h f . h  induced r«e. to  i-uhn: 

th e  o p in ion s o f  S ir  Ja fttto  S teu a r t  B? o n  trie, 

p ra ctica l .m eans o t re a li u n g  th e re v e n u e  

and co m m e rce  w ith o u t  ru in in g  th e  c o u n 

tr y . M r.. Rt̂ JW in fo rm s us $, “  Iris p r e t

t y  w e ll k n o w n  n o w  w ith r e fp e d  to  t h e  

- debts o w in g  in In d ia ,  that th e  g re a te ft  p art

is d u e  to th e natives.., w h ic h  a cco u n ts  f o r . 

no m o r e  o f  it  h a v i n g . been d ra w n  h o m e

* Inttw!u&k>a> page Alvin*
■ ■ ■ t  Page 350. ; ......  ■ ■ .

 ̂ Short .Idfiftoxy, p S0^

''i f  M Ttt '■



upon the transfer plan. It is evidently 

wife and politic to leave a confiderable 

debt among the natives at an annual inte- 

reft : ”  i f  fo, it becomes doubly important 

to guard the India debt, and to render it 

applicable to the relief of the country, and 

particularly to leffen the artificial flu&ua- 

tion which the realization of the revenues 

in coin occafions. Advances for manufac

ture, and even for agriculture, are necef- 

farily in filver; and the Zemindar collect

ing grain from the Reyut, mu ft fell the 

grain before he makes his payment: Shroff
a g e  feems inherent in the fyftem, and its 

fluctuations have proved the fource o f ca

lamity to European as well as to native ad

venturers.

I perufed the interefting letter * by which 

Mr. L aw  fuperfeded his obfervations on 

the neceffity o f emancipating the fupera- 

bandance o f Indian produce from exorbi

tant freight, and I hope to be excufed for 

inferting, as a fupplement to that letter, a 

paragraph in my pofieffion, by the fame

(6/ 1J ■ •
* Sketch of late Arrangements, Introd. p. xxy.



I
 of th e  degree and' ihSueoce of the ffusSua- 

tio n  of the value, o f  money in B e n g a l  
<f> I do not obferve to you that mone/ is 

:f"! ' only the tign of wealth, or a ' raeafure ,
wil e re uy we ■■ compare the vjaltaib of one 

commodity with another, co n fcm iea -./y  its
•*- f</ ' f

v a lu e  /KbitId be d e te rm in a te , and n o t lia b le  

to  flti& uation-': h o w  d iffere n t is o u r  ik u a -: .1 ,/ ....... , . ' _ - 1 ”, ;."4

tion  h e r e ! In th e  m o n th  o f  N o v e r o b c r ia fe ,
* , "  . \  \ j  1 $  w j  w  7 ;  |  1 y  &  y /  I u  1 1 f  M w  ' f c f e l f '  t U f t V f  ,  SK * |

m o n e y  co u ld  n o t be le n t a t m o re  th a n  

8 p a r  t en t ,  p e r  a m u m  } in th e  m o n th  o f  

M a y  it  w as not to  be b o rro w e d  fo r  le fs  than.

2 f o r  cen t.  pes -m onth, as ih o rt p erio d s, o r  

' m o re  th an  24 p e r  cen t, p er  annum ; fo th at 

it's p r o d u c t v e  v a lu e  roife u p w a rd s o f 200 

p e r  cen t,  in  a m o n th , a  f le & u a t io a  th a t 

w o u ld  n o t be cred ited  in  a n y  o th er c o u n t r y : 

W h a t  is th e  c o n ie q u e n ce  o f  th is  ? e v e - v  

com m od ity  w h ich  .m oney re pre Cents l in k s  

in  th e  fam e p r o p  rtion-; th e  m e rc h a n t, th e  

trad efm an , th e  a rtific e r , and the h n fb stid -

• : ' ■ . f ;’ v . • •; r £2 f 'i ’ $  ' | |

* Sketch of late .̂ hmgemeats, InUodu&iQij, t$ 

follow the fifth line o f page \x;:

M m 2



iiiaTK, e ltv r  ruined, or, if able to ftand 
th,:- ihoojk, are taxed in all the amount ol 

die i'jcreakd. Value, to add to the over- 
' grown fortunes  ̂ ol ufhrcrr? and monied . ,*

Government iulters in the lame propor
tion, apd ever mud:, while the prefect iyf- 

• . tem uf finance e,xifh ; the remedy U obvi
ous, and k  of ealy attainment; it cannot 
have escaped you t.fca:^«othiug more vs ne- 
ceflary than for Government: to give, cimu
tation- to.its own paper illues, by receiving 
back what it pays, this would at once add 
a. i.um to the circulation ui the place eC[uai 
to the.whole amount of .ceitihcar.es ifiued*; 

e' to which I might n1fo add nr: ncr ■ , ior 
Jihodi would become ready, m oney, hear- 

hut interefl,- the belt circulating m e d i u m  

perhaps in the w o r l d .  , I hut the i  object c i  
■ fiaance, however' much interwoven with 
commerce, I ijiufi, for many rea?.0 ns, avoid »
I fKail therefore or'. if-aher, .

* Decsinb iyc». the ye&y in wb'u/ this letter was 
written), they amounted to rupees 2,40,90817: to: 7.

\  v  / d b
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upon clue b a n efu l in flu xn cs w h ic h  h ig h  iu -  

tcreffc am i q u ic k  ch a n g es in  th e  v a lu e  o f  

m o n e y  have on  the trade o f  th e co u n try  ; 

■ that: th e  late, f i f e  in  the valu e o f  m o n e y , ,. 

an d  depitecilitioii o f  pap er, w ith d r e w  f r o  in  .

. ■ ..c ircu la tio n , and o f  co u rt)  fro m  th e ca p ita l 

of th is c o u n tr y , ;.i fu m  eq w ti to a ll th e  . 

C o m p a n y ’s p a p e r in  ifliie , w h ic h , w  h i I ft 

at; p a p  was. n e a r ly  .et|iial to ..m on ey as a f a ~ , f  

c ite  m ed iu m  o f  e x c h a n g e , b u t - w h e n  at a 

tiifto u n t, "as w e  h.WC la te ly  ie e n  o f  I 8 p e r  , 
c e n t was a Johng c o m m o d ity , th a t th e  ; 

o p u le n t lo ck e d  u p  in th e ir  ch ef Is 'to  w a i t  r 

fo r  a fivu tirabk : ch a n g e , an d  th e rn erdbaipy 

contradio,'j or f e r v e n t  w h e  h ad  ta k e n  it 

from th e  C o m p a n y  as a m o n e y  eo nival one, ■

. pteffed by their neceffoics, fold' io the, 

ufurer as fall as wfoilde, at'any lufo, to 
avoid a ilUlgn.ai.ep wiio of ccav fe w ith  - ■

" drew it from circulation until he could fell 

'it to- advantage.**Q ' - ■ ■

A bank,, it has been before observed, 
was cltabluhed iu i y ‘S  ’ at C a l c u t t a ;  its 

capital, did not exceed lacks: it*. iecurity

| j o , ’ v y  ; r.£ , Ml



and control not being defined by ad of 

Parliament, became inadequate to its avow

ed purpofes and to the aid o f the induf- 

trious. The well-intended fupport o f 

Lord  Cornwallis to that inftitution was 

founded on an engagement o f the bank to 

furnifh a fum not exceeding 8 lacks, at 

8 p e r  cent., weekly or monthly. The bank 

notes obtained circulation in the public of

fices and in the remittances o f the revenue, 

which enabled them to colled the circula

ting fpecie, and whether it was exported 

by Government, or fent up to the higher 

provinces by the bank to be coined for its 

emolument, is immaterial, the fpecie was 

withdrawn from the feat o f Government,

f  in a degree ferioufly to affed both the 

merchant and the manufadurers. Specie 

lent to the favoured was at the rate o f
i '

12 p e r  cent. for four months, under faleable 

fecurities, renewable three times in the 

year; and the orders of the Board o f Re

venue on the Colledors paffing into circu

lation as the merchants remittances o f their 

advances to the manufadurer, i f  ever they 

proved anticipations of revenue, unlefs 

realized by difcount, they retarded the ad-
r  ’ , « / r ? g
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vnncesy o n  th e  e a r ly  p a y m e n t o t  w h ic h  

th e  w h o le  o f  the m e rc h a n t’ s fuccefis; an d  

p rofits  d ep en d ed  : theft: and o th e r  cirCwm -. 

{lan ces co u n te ra c te d  th e  real u t ility  o l  th e  

b a n k , and  te rm in a te d  in  its  to ta l fa ilu re .

)/si I  • .V If M f iw ifp ffe  } btM v I S  §  ? M> ,% Ĵf :■
^ ‘*1’ ^  w. c '* ’'/■ ■; 'f'.̂  ■ 4>p. i' ■* Cf
' It w il l  b e th e  f u b je a  o f  fe r io u s  c o n d d e 

ration  o f  C o m m iffio o e rs ' and D ir e c to r s , u n 

d er th e  p r e fe n t a d y  to a fc e ita in  in  w h a t  

d e g re e  a bank, is n e c e ffa ry , and iin d e i w h a t  ■ 

re g u la tio n  it, m a y  p ro m o te  th e  in te r e f l  o f 

rlie  co u n try  and o f  G rea t B ritain-. I  h a v e  

d ated  fu ff ic ie n t  to  f l ie w  th a t  n e ith e r  th e  

capita) n o r m ftitu t .on o f th e  late  bank, w a s  

ad eq u ate  to  th e  o b ject p ro p o fe d  b y  S ir  Ja m es  
S m a r t  in  1 7 7 2 ; '  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  p u b lic  

iu ic c  th a t p erio d  h as b een  a ttra cte d  b y  d if

fe re n t fh t e m e n t s ,  an d  th e  co n tro l o f  G o 

v e r n m e n t has been  d it c d c d  to  c o n n e d  ty f*  

terns a b fh lu te ly  ir re c o irc ile a b le ,b e c a u fe  th e y  

tend to fa v o u r  d iffe re n t in te re fts , a n d  b y  

d iffere n t m o d ifica tio n s  to  p e rp e tu a te  d e fe c 

tive  p r in c ip le s . T h e  p re fe n t a f t  h a s  c o n 

firm ed  th e  e x c lu fiv e  tra d e  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  

in  a rtic le s  h e re to fo re  o f  c lo fe  m o n o p o ly ; 

le a v in g  th e re fo re  to  o th e r s  th e ir o w n  o p i

n io n , 1 { h a ll  g iv e  th e  r e fu lt  o f  m y  p r iv a te  

; y ; f ' : 7 w '  ; S ; y i  a / f l i t  i .  . -y
' 1 ■ f ' '****wr*4»#"~* ’, , 0 •- • • , ' • . • - • ' • 
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inquiries, both as to the object and extent 

o f the Company’s authorised preference, 

and hazard an opinion as to the beft ar

rangement under the prefent a£t to collect 

the inveftment and maintain legalized mo

nopoly.

I  ■ ' ■ 1

Invejlm en t o f  P ie ce  Goods*

In the firft place, it  is admitted univer- 

fallv, that without advances to the manu- 

| fadturer no goods can be obtained; the mo

ney advanced to the weaver is in great part 

advanced by him  to the fpinner, who can

not obtain cotton without advancing to the 

farnier; what is retained by the different 

people is to enfure fubfiftence by cropping ' 

their land, or by purchafing rice; thus the 

advance for manufu£lure, in fa<£t, influences 

the general profperity o f the country; 

when they are not made in time, the wea

ver cannot affort his thread, which he 

would w ifh to do by letters for warp and 

w o o f; and private merchants, Briti/h or 

foreigners, wait the Company’s advances, 

left the Company Ihould feize from the

■ \ 6 Xq1
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looms whatever goods they found, whe

ther they were begun on the Company’s 

advances or not, therefore i f  they ventured 

to make advances, they ftrengthened them- 

felves on the privileges of foreign compa

nies or on the privileges o f Engltjb fub- 

jedts; and thefe bickerings were often 

magnified by their trail fit to Europe into I 

great national queftions, or became fub- 

jedts o f declamation or of crimination. The 

various fyftems of management by which 

the inveftment has been coliedted did not 

appear fo defedtive in principle as in prac

tice ; too much depended on the individual 

ability and honefiy o f the Company’s 

agent. In the end of 1786, I was intro

duced to M r. Smith, a gentleman who had 

managed a diftridt o f weavers according to 

his own way, and the bafty minutes o f a 

converlation on that fubjedt, he obligingly 

put on paper at the time, were literally as 

follows :

44 The advances are made in fpecie (no

minal) o f the diftridt, in which there is 

always a lo fs; this might be rectified by 

eltablilhing only one coin throughout the
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' ~ 'p r o v in c e s .  A t  th e  p eriod  o f  a d v a n c in g , 

y f t  . th e  w e a v e rs  w e r e  a flem b led  a t th e  w a jh h tg  
or head f w i c r y  o f  each  d iv is io n , and th e r e  
paid  th e ir  a d v a n ce , h a v in g  U ;:fhe lam e 

tim e d  liv e re d  to  th e m  a ..paper, c a lle d  H und- 
hdlf as. th e ir  a cco u n t cu r r en t , in  w h ic h  th e y  

w e r e  debited  -for th e  fu m  paid th e m ,. .and 

w h ich ., -they a c k n o w le d g e d  a fte r w a r d s  to

(
th e  p e rfo n  k e e p in g  th e  J ln g llfh  a c c o u n ts , 

w h o  c h e c k e d  .o f f ; th e y  alfo  a t th e  la m e  

, tim e  a c k n o w le d g e d  their; ba lan ce  o f  th e  , 

fo rm e r year, as id i f  th e y  h ad  in h e re d  any 

g r ie v a n c e s , th e n  Hated th em . A f t e r  th is  

c h e c k  th e y  w e n t  h o m e , and as t h e y  d e li

vered  th e ir  c lo *h , received  a d epo fit r e c e ip t  
fr o m  th e  G omqjiah  o f  th e  d iv i l io o ; w h e n  

th e ir  d o t h  w as v a lu e d  at th e  w a lk in g  fa c 

to ry , th e ir  a c c o u n t co u ld  he m ad e u p ; fre -  • 

q u e n tly  th e  c lo th s  w e re  re tu rn e d , b e in g  

too bad. P re v io u s  to th e v a lu a tio n  o f  a n y  

c lo th  fo r  the y e a r , a m e e tin g , b y  o rd er, 

w a s  h eld  at th e  head fa c to ry  o f  all th e  

w e a v e r s , th a t  is , each  d iv ition  fen t tw o , 

th re e , or fo u r, as th e y  p lea fed , to  repre

sent th e m  ; t h e y  w e re  g e n e r a lly  tw o  d ays 

adju  f l in g  th e  p rice  o f  the co tto n  th re ad , 

en d e a v o u rin g  to  o b ta in  as la rg e  an  a llo w -

' . ’ { G i t ~ Y
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ance as they could, although they ought 

to have had the real and true price only ; 

in this article they were always gainers 

confiderably. The price o f the thread ad

jured, the whole was completed, and the 

paper was drawn out hating particulars; 

thus the value o f each piece was afcer- 

tained, the weight, length, breadth, and 

number of threads conftituting that breadth 

were f?t down, and the price of the cot

ton per S e e r ; to this ŵ as added the fixed 

price allowed for weaving each piece, and 

the true price o f the beft piece that could 

be made was fettled. The  weavers then 

endeavour to im pofe: I have known one 

fixth, nay one fifth, o f the number o f 

threads deficient, confequcntiy the piece 

muft be in ferior; for the valuation I em- 

ployed brokers, at an allowance per piece, 

and they valued in the prefence o f all who 

chofe to attend; fome weavers were a l

ways prefent; they made a proportionate 

value of A , B, C, D , &c. thus they could 

do their bufinefs with eafe and expedi- 

tioufly, I am clear, if  the Company adopt

ed this mode throughout their whole pro-

vifion o f invehment, that they would pro-
* *
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c u re  ii.r ge.iie a5 b etter goods aiid ch e a p e r, 

h a fter a llo w in g  th e ir  agdni co m m iffio n  o f  

r Per c en t . in cob. and. ch a rg e s , .Mid § 'per
•j i ^ Ml « j|

cf.'.M.. fo r  lo b es, as fom e m u lt  happen and 

l b  b a la n c e s  a cru e , th e  a g e n t i W earin g h e  w i l l  

siot a d  'o th e rw ife  than' for th e  a d v a n ta g e  

o f  th e  C o m  p a n e , to th e b e lt o f  Iris a T o c y .

I snrrj*f»hcnti th e  d iftere.fi,c6' b c ic  ecu th e  

C o m p a n y  a f e n c m g  th e m fd v e s  th ro u g h  

C o lo rs  to the w e a v e rs  cn  a . p e r  cent* to rn - 

m illio n , p ayab le  at th e end o f  each y e a r , 

w o u ld  be a  g a in  o f  ? 6 -per a n t .  to  th e m , 

b ecam e,'con tract in clud es e n ra g e , c o if, and. 

profit j p f% id iO g  th ro u g h  a g e n ts , prod uces 

■ a .la r g e r  q u a n tity  of goods fro m  th e  w e a -  

v< f o r  th e  nr o r  ortionate a m o u n t, and th e
v i ■ i

c h a rg e s 'a re  m o n th ly  o n ly , th e  t o  p e r  cen t. 
p ro fit is th e r e fo re  an extra  cp n iiiu ty  o f  . 

b o o d s. T h e  fam e fixed  fe rc a n ts  for th e  

ifio ii o f MO5O00 pieces, o f .m v e ftm e n t 

#.■ !*. o‘Cf v’ n \ hick.s, th e  c h u iis tc  therefore, 

is t h u s : S la c k s  at 3 rupees c o b  m  a m e- 

diuni from  the \v< a v e r , and x ru p ee ch arg es 

f  . fo r  ie rv a n ts , rep a irs , p ro m s, tra u lp o ita - 

tiori, & c . 7 is 4 ru p ees a pie'cep m a k in g  

1 2 %.000 pieces in; contra®  J n o w , 1 n n a- 

p ine th a t  6 o ,u o o  rupees w o u ld  do fo i ail,

".. u fC v  i " y V p p  } ■ ' f  -



ex p en ses, c o n ie q u c o tiy  4 ,4 0 ,0 0 0  ru pees ■ 

advanced,: produces' at 3 rupc ss 1 ,4 0 ,0 0 0  

piecew  or ?j , o o q  pieces ga in  fh n a  this* at • . , 

4. rupees, §4,0,00;. be club: 5-1 / w  cent, co m - 

m id io n  on 5 la ck s , 7 7,5 0 0 .. leave? 5 6 ,5 0 0 ,

; or 10, p e r  cee/-,, p tv fk . T in s  c;di;uhuont 

w i l f  hold through- the w h o le  invefhTKni!:,, 

but not node, a provihoa o f  5 lacks In free .■  ■ 

goods. , T h e  advances should be m ade re 

g u la r ly , an d  th e  e x p a ie c s  paid m o n th ly , 

to  fixed i^ rv a m s; to o th ers, as neceiftry- 

fo  i the h e ff m a?tagefnenr, the. profits on. 

th e  defective goods Odd b y  aubHon wUL r e 

turn  a great pijrt o f  the ej> pence? a t th e  

end of each  feat bn : th e n't pence,-, m ig h t ho 

i o ,o c o  .rupees more; th a n  th e above d l i -  

m ate.: this is o n ly  a rough eftim ate, .

hv : O f  gin a lly  th e  w e ig h , n u m b er o f  th read s, .

len g th .a ,a d  breadth, and th e  price fixed  fo r  ■ 

w e a v in g , w as th e  m ode b y  w h ic h  th e  

w h o le  in v e ftm e p t and a ll the clo th es w e re  

provided ; it has la tterly  hcen m u ch  ou t 

o f  u le , t hoy git i n . fam e places p artly  en 

deavoured to be kept; up, T h e  m a n a g e 

m en t o f  th e  A u n iw  o f  w h ic h  I had ch an m  

w as as f o l lo w s : T h e  w h o le  w as divided



in to  fevcft parts, te im sd  g ra n d  J iv lilo n s ; 

th cfc  ■ d iviftons w e r e  again • divided in to  

o th e r s ;  at all tb o k  ( t lv d io n a b o u t  th irty *  

one w as n Coin a ft ah  ; th oie  a t ; th e  gran d  

d ivifin us w e re  fu p erip  Cendant s o( th e  o th ers 

■ In th e ir d ivifion , and had th e  ch arge o f  

b le a c h in g 'a n d  dr effin g  the c lo th s  o f  th e ir  

divffiqm ;, and o f  c o n v e y in g  th e m  to th e  

grand m a g a zin e , h tu ated  on th e  bank? or 

th e  r iv e r , in order to  then- b e in g  tratif? 

ported to the C o m p a n y ’s w areh o ri& s ^ h e n  

a h.. iiicii'iif ca.uint.ity w as toheefew »i each  

g ra n d  ihv'J iov idtowafttih  had a h o  under h im  

a M ohirir  and Nath, o r  c le rk  an d  a .flu b n t, 

to en able bin- to  k e e p  his acco u n ts exa£b 

T o e  G'ondftahs o f  h is d h ffib n  h ad  only to 

colicdx in to  th eir Cooties., or fu & o rie ? , the 

clo th s .fro m  th e w e a v e r^  ro u g h  as th e y  

crime fro m  th e lo o m , to  m ark  th ereon  with 

ch arcoal th e  w e a v e r ’ s .names, nod to fo r

w ard ' th em  to th e  GoMaJicih o f  th e  giarid  

or w a fh in g  d iv in o n , w h ere  th e y  w ere va

lued, an d  the w e a v e r s  nam e sn d  valuation 

re c o rd e d ; m e  clo t its w ere  iier* delivered 

. to the w a fh e rm e a  to  be? b leached  ; there 

w ere  Tugudgears, h aften ers, w h o  w en t 

fro m  h o u ie  to  h o n fe  to  in luedt th e  w o rk ,
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and fee it was getting forward. I effected 

a complete regifter o f the weavers under 

the whole A urung, particularizing names, 

and the number o f men and looms in each 

houfe; thus I could form an eftimate what 

. fums were neceflary to be advanced to each 

fam ily; thefe advances ought to be made 

twice in the year, the firff in or about 

January, and the other in or about Ju ly , 

the inveffrnent would then be got up w ith

out difficulty, fo as to come home in all 

February following.

A fter the advances had been made a 

reafonable time, a month for inftance, and 'b  
few or no cloths brought in, and they were 

wanted, every GomaJlah was written to, to 

notify to the weavers, that i f  they did not 

fupply as they ought, MohuJJils* would be 

placed on them ; they generally took no 

notice o f this, therefore MohuJJils were fent 

out. In my regifter were about 6,000 fa

milies o f weavers ; about 50 or 60 M ohuf- 
J ils , twice in a year, being on each advance, 

was fufficient to anfwer the purpofe o f

* M ohujfil fignifies arreft.

' - I
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g-tn\n% iu their, cloth s h i general. bccaufi.- 

M ohujfiis b^ ing len t o a r , ip  read th ro u g h  

th e  U ran c  in a fe w  fay:.;, and the w eavers 

b ro u g h t in- th e ir  clo th s to  prevent M okujfds 
b e in g  placed over: th em , and th ole len t o u t  

w ore: C'enerallv d ifo fh k d  b y  th e  G omaliah 
in a day n r  tw o . T h ere are good am i bad 

in  all bodies o f  m en, and air me th o le  . 

w eavers it w a s  ib m etim e s n eceffary to  len d  

o i|t 'MohuffJs to  a cf as lie  o u g h t, th at is,

'' n o t  perm it th e  w e a v e r  to do other b u ff-e is , 

t i l l  he had fu u ih ed  his q u o ta  o f  c lo th , fo 

t h a t ’’ fe verity- w a s . hi io m e itijflatiees abio~ 

lu t e ly  n e ce fia ry . W h e n  I w as n n l  ap 

p o in ted  to m y  ib ition , I. d ifap proved  o f  th e  

Gomaftdks, as was., . and had been, th e  cu f- 

to m , pi -cing M$hu£ik at th e ir p iea fu re , 

n iwi ordered th at no Gomci/lah ih o n h i .do it, 

on  m y  p re te n ce , in fu tu re  ?"' that th e y  , . -

fh o u id  addrcls m e for ord ers, and i f  I  fa w  

i t  to. be p roper, I w ould  p lace  thorn. F o r  ■ 

th is  piirpofe 1 had a deal cu t large  in. th e  

P e r jh n  ch a ra c te rs , the im preffio ii o f  v. h ich  

was m ade in  in k  on the MohuJJil C hltty  
an d to w h ic h  w as alio nay fig n a tu re  and *

* Cb;i, or Chltty, is a letter in"writing >ti paper,
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d ate  ia  Engi/jh i th e  p a rtic u la rs  w e r e  m  

B en ga le fe  y  w e a v e r s  n a m e s, v i l la g e , C ootie * 
p ieces a d v a n ce d  fo r , p iece s  re c e iv e d , an d  

b a la n c e ; • an d  th e n  re c ite d , c* y o u  are  a  

p e r  lo ti ad van ced  t o ;  m a k e  ladle., an d  d e

l iv e r  y o u r  g o o d s a cc o rd in g  to  y o u r e n g a g e -  

m e rits .”  T h i s  w a s  d e liv e re d  to  a P eo n ,  
w h o  h ad  h is n a m e  le t  d o w n  at th e  b a c k  o f  

it  as M h u fjtk  and th e n  e n te re d  in  a h o o k .; 

w h e n  h e a rrived  at d ie  C ootie,  th e  G otm J- 
ta b  co u ld  d ifc h a r g e  th e  M ohu jfil o n  a n y  

fu ff ic ie n t  re a fb n , an d  w a s  .th en  to e n d o r ie  

lit th e 'h a c k  o f  th e  Chit th e  n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  

th a t  h e  h ad  a cte d , fo r  w h ic h  th e W e a v e r 

p a id  h im  7 P u m  o f  C o'w rees  p er d a y ,  f 4  

p u n s  are an A nna ),  an d  th e  C hit  w a s  th e n  

b r o u g h t b a c k  to th e  h ea d  f a d o r y  an d pur. 

o n  a file in  cafe, o f  re fe re n c e . S e v e r a l w e a 

v e r s  in d e b ted  in  large  .fu m s .w ould  a b fc o ild , 

a n d  w h e n  fo u n d  o u t b y  'th y  ie rv a n ts ,. a n d  

I  had fe n t P eon s  to ap p reh en d  th e m , h a v e  

a p p lie d  to th e  F ou g ed a r r y j  c o m p la in in g

R
a g a ia f t  G om aftahs, P eon s , & c .  and I  g e n e 

r a l ly  co u ld , n o t  in  fu c h  ca ie s  e ffect th  

b e in g  b ro u g h t to  m e , a lth o u g h  m y  p e o p le , 

adding b y  m y  ord ers, had a u th o r ity  to r

w h a t  th e y  d id ;  I for w h a t  I  d id ;  and  th u s

N O  P A  ■■■
' ' Mfy '* | t by ,y v̂ ,p* m * t \ „ * ’ gt » > i

■■ ■ ; -T . " ‘ - '' ., f,: g.;/ ' . ■''' d'--.' . ■ ' ■: 7 7'.';'1 7 . ' ' '.7 A
' • ' • .■ ••'p.fo'7 'pip ... -iiyrV'C ■' ■ '• ' • • . : v'
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the weaver complaining, fought the F ouge- 
da rry  againft the factory. By this fort o f 

bufinefs the A urung was thrown into con- 

fufion, every man being w illing  to keep 

what he had in advance, and it was im - 

poffible for me to do otherwife than com

plain, for the Tannadars, the force of the 

country, were ordered to protect thefe 

my debtors a gain ft me, by which I lo fe ‘ 

fome 8 or 9,000 rupees, as thefe difputes 

were never fettled wholly.”

From  the above information, I was en

abled to confider the pretenfions of the d if

ferent competitors for the labour of the 

manufacturer, and to eftimate the impor

tance of good adminiftration. I f the Com

pany w ill not,, at all events, provide ad

vances for the manufacture, at proper 

times, and to certain amount, the country, 

as w e ll as European traders, w ill fuffer.

It is clear that i f  the power o f arrefting 

a debtor is withheld, and the power to ap

point M ofujfil to fecure advances is allb 

forbidden, and an appeal to Adaulets and '? 
F ougedarrk s is made necefiary in pvery 

cafe, the merchant would be ruined; to



p o f f ih i c ; t o  g iv e  th e  p o w e r  to c e r t e i f  

c la fie s  o f  m e rc h a n ts  w o u ld  m ftitu te  p e t t y  

m o n o p o lie s , -which, 'W o u ld  becom e- g re a t 

m o n o p o lies . T h e  C o m p a n y *  to  th e  e x te n t  

o f  :ts  ad van ces,-. b eco m es e n t it le d . to  th e  

p r e fe r e n c e , b e ca u te  it c a n  a p p ly  the. re
v e n u e  h? aid to  c o m m e rc e , and to  th e  

■ w e l l - b c n g  0f  th e  n a t i v e : ^ I t  is n o t  o t  
im p o rta n ce  to  eflim atfe th e  p rop ortion  o t  

th e  m a n u fa flu fe  w h ic h  p a i l  a d v a n c e s  

h a v e  co v ered , th e  irre g u la r  ad van ces a n d  

d em an d s o f  th e  C o m p a n y  enable v e r v  d if -  

f e r e i i t ' fk te m e r its  to be m a d e  in  d iffe re n t 

y e a r s .; i t  ca n n o t be d ifp iitcd  th a t m a n u fa c -  

to r e s  can b e p u fh e d  f:o a n y  e x te n t  to  w h i c h  

a d v a n c e s  (h a ll be' m ad e, fo r  d oth , as w e l l  

as  fo r  o th er m a n u fa ffn r e s  an d p ro d u ce .'; 

b u t  i t  is e q u a lly  o b v io u s, char, th e  occu+ 

fio tia ! m a r k e t, o p en ed  b y  an  m ea n  o r  

i m p e n d  .Chip, c a n n o t be th e  fou n d ation  o n  

w h ic h  .even fa  g a ts  can e n r ic h  3 e n ? a l* ; 

n o r o u g h t  th e  a g r ic u ltu re  to  d ep en d  o n  
f o r t u n a t e  c o n t in g e n c y  f  o f  d ro u g h ts  on th e

* '.Sketch of late Arrangements, p. 73.'
I Ibuit p • t (>« /

N l ? n ’... ] V
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M alabar coafi:; nor the fait diftridts or

Sunderbunds o f B en ga l be defertecl to extend 

the fale o f bay fait from the coafl:. It is 

known that competitions in the M ofujfil 
are not fo much w ith foreigners as w ith 

Englijh under foreign names; thefe cafes 

may be all confidered independantly o f

each other: a very Ample addition to the 

regifter o f the Company’s commercial

agent m ight complete a diftridt regifter 

o f all advances, and it would be to the 

•advantage o f foreigners and merchants 

often to l'upply themfelves from the Com

pany’s warehoufes, at a fixed per centage 

on the A urung coft and charges, in lieu of 

intereft o f money, lofs, &c. The  only re- 

quifite checks appear to be, an immediate 

control o f the exports by the Supreme 

Board; an abfolute prohibition to the 

Comptroller and his deputy engaging in 
any fo r t  o f  inland trade; and a general pro

hibition to the indirect trade o f the Com

pany’s revenue fervants, and to the com

mercial agents’ trade in thofe articles which <0

compofe his provifion for the Company, 

under pain of immediate difmiftion o f the 

fervice ; to in fill on balances being paid in

• '



.50 dtbw * w ay  -th a n  b y  th e  a r t ic le s  co n * p 

m e t e d  f o r ; ' m i  to: g iv e  w e a v e r s , n o t u n d er 

■ .ad van ces, t h e  o p tio n  o f  th e ir e m p lo y e r . ■

T h e  d elay  sol" w e a v e rs  are n o t a lw a y s  fra il-  

d  ulerrf icues to  extfure i n b fifcen ce  t h e v

w il l  len d  to  th e  R eyu % :  th o le  w h o  h a v e

n o t ‘TucCiWee* or a d v a n ce s, if»uft b o r r o w e d
■ #: ■

S'hroffs^ot o f  m a n u fa c tu re rs , a n a  th e  m a 

n u fa ctu re rs  o ften  r e c e iv e  2% - f i r  c e n t  per 

m onth. I f  t h e y  ca n  d elay , th e ir  c o n tra c t ,

T ir e  c o m p o fifio n  o f  b a la n c e s . h as p ro v e d  . 

in  a ll ■ p e rio d s 'a n d . i.11 a ll b r a n c h e s 'o f  m a 

n a g e m e n t, th e  fo d r e e  o f  o p p reflio n  and p e 

cu la tio n  ; b e fo re  th e  C o m p a n y ’ s ad m in  i- 

ftfa tio h s  th e  R a jah  o f  w a s  k e p t

Up to h is  ch in  in  o rd u re  "to m a k e  h im  p a y  

h is  balan ce ; he. h e ld  o u t t ill  h is  P’a k u l  re 

tu rn ed  fr o m  D elh i,  w h e r e ,  b y  a bribe o f  1 9  

la ck s  h e  avo id ed  p a v in g  i^ J a c k s .  ' R e n te rs  

n ow . e m p lo y  a g e n ts  to  g a in  a llo w a n c e s , 

o r  to lirfler p u n ilh m e n t fo r  d e la y s ; and in - 

fiances' h a v e  b een  h a te d  to  .me o f  'an a g e n t 

h a  v ia ?  fu b m itte d  to  fe v e ra l ■ floggings b e- ■ 

fore h e  p rod uced  th e . re q u ire d  p a y m e n t 

from ; h is  g ird le  o f  w h ic h  h is  e m p lo y e r  h a d  

feed  h im  to  fu e  tire i'crniilion  ; n o n e  o f

.. f  ' J
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thefe abufes and horrors need exift under 

a fimple fy flem : to perpetuate unequal 

affeffment and ignorance o f internal ma

nagement, is in  fad to perpetuate pecula

tion ; and partial reforms are both ineffec

tual and oppreffive. I may include what 

is farther neceffary to be confidered in an 

attempt to fim plify the fyftem in fome ob~ 

fervations on
*

M O N O P O L Y .

-.. :‘v i # '  ;> - ;

Sa l t , the firfl: article fodenominated, has
• .

always been the fource o f opulence to in 

dividuals or to Government; it is flated to 

have been a monopoly, better controlled for 

the benefit o f the people by the M ogul, 
than by the B ritijh  Government '*; the 

Zem indars appear to have had the manage

ment o f the M ahals in their diftrids, for 

on that title the Company began their 

claims, and refumed them on the principle 

o f engroffing every flage o f profit, even to 

affed the hereditary employment o f fait

* B elt, Vol. I .  p . 174. C -  :
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' -m erch an ts in  t i tb fe  d i f l r i f t s ’f .  T h e  . G o -  •
' 1 J1 : v ' ' i, ' : S3,$

. v-ernraent -d uties on ialr^, as 3 b e fo re  re- 

m a r k e d , w e r e  re fe rv e d  b y  M eer  J e r f f t e r ; 

b u t  th e  w i l l  o f  the. cpnquerpr d ec id e d ;th e . f  , 

am ou n t. M r . F an jr tta .i  had agreed  p i t h  

M eer  Cfijjim  to  p a y  g  p e r  c m * g o i n g  clow n 

th e  river,’ b e  in q u ire d  o f  th e  b o a tm e n , 

w h o  in fo rm e d  h im  th a t th e y  p a id  2 5 -p e r  7 y  

cm U , th e re fo re  h e  fn p p o fe d  a ll a b o v e  9 pj>* 
cen t,  to  be Z en m d u r y  itn p o fitio n , an d  h e 'a p *  

p lie d  to  M eer  Cojjim  a ■ e q u a liz e  th e  d u t y  ‘ 

a t 9 p e r  c e n t , ; M r ,  H a fim gs  a lon e c o n c u rr e d  

w it h  h im , and th e  m a jo r ity  fe tt le d  th e  

d u ty  to  b e  %\ p e r  cm ip M  T h e  im p o r ta n c e  

an d e x te n t o f  th e  o b je ft  ca n n o t be .w e ll  u u -  

d erfto o d  -w ith o u t a p a r tic u la r  in q u ir y  ; and  ■ v 

th e  ■ la It m o n o p o ly  b e in g  o n  a ll o cc a fio n s  

in v e ig h e d  a g a ia ft  in  a p o lit ic a l an d  co m - 

j n e r c k l  v i e w ,  it  w i l l  be m o re  e o n e lu fiv e  

to  ftatc  w h a t  it  re a lly  is ,  and in fe r t  an s l>  |  

f t r a f t  w h ic h  l  m ade, o f  M r .  G raht's, a n a ly -  

:tis o f  the, rev e n u e s o f  l i e n g jL  w h e n  1 e x 

a m in ed . h is  co m m u n icatio n , o n  th e  fa it  re- ,f

*  Fourth Report Select Comm ittee,. 1:77*> P* 

t Fdnftiiart, Voi. I L  p. -'.399, ^65? 1 9 3 ,1 4 0 ' '•
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venue, prefented to the Houfe of Com

mons in  1789 by M r. Dundas.

“  M r. Grant obferves, that Sunderbund 
by fome perfonV is derived from Soondery, 
a wood which abounds there ; by others 

from Soonder, beautiful woods and jungle ; 

but he derives it from Chunder-bund, or 

offspring o f the Moon. The beft and richeft 

Snnderbunds are in the P ergunanh , Chunder- 
deep , or lunar territory, fait marfhes, for 

the moft part overflowed by the fea.

*
The diftriCt o f fait lands in  which the 

B en ga l manufacture is carried on, for the 

fake o f diftinCtion, he terms N oondeep; 

it borders on the fea coaft, in a curve, 

ftretching acrofs the mouths o f the G anges,
> about 330 B ritijh  miles from Tella fore W efi, 

on, the frontiers o f the Chucklah o f M idna- 
pore irr O r Ufa, to IJlamabad, the port and 

capital o f C hitta gong, near the fouth-eaft 

extremity of B en g a l; it comprehends, in- 

clufive o f the Snnderbunds. an area of at 

j leaf! 7000 fquare miles, in continent or 

iflahds comprifed in the general dimenfions 

o f the Soubahj and always o f confiderable

-k> .y< J: ■
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political importance as a ftrong natural bar

rier againft foreign invafion ; as yielding the 

neceflary article o f fait for home confump- 

tion, it appears to have been the fource o f 

oppreffion, whenever corrupt F ougeda rs and 

a few M ogu l or other merchants pofiefled the 

whole trade; the country then fupplied irre

gularly, and the larger body o f natives em

ployed in this, as in every other branch o f
f

commerce, merely as their brokers, Shroff's,
. or agent B anians, w ith indefinite commif- 

fion s; they fettled at their difcretion the 

Sovereign’s rights to the wafte, to the tim 

ber, and his allowances for maintenance o f 

works and pay o f M olungees and boilers, 

who are kept conftantly in pay, and re

ceive, befides an allowance o f at lead: one 

rupee p e r  m enfem  each w h ile  employed as 

ufual, in their fix dry months occupation, 

a farther conftant annual fu ll fubfiftence, 

in  free produce land, fet apart for their 

maintenance, under the head o f K h a r je  
Ju m m a  o f Chakran, or fervants, to be cu l

tivated by themfelves ; a ll thefe a llow 

ances became the benefit o f individuals 

inffead o f the flate, though it is certain



rateable p ro p erty  o f  th e  S o v e r e ig n  as th e  

n a tu r a l y e a r ly  g r o w th  o f  th o fe  lan d ? te rm 

ed K im fs  and Cotnar, c c c u r r ic g  e v e r y  w h e r e  

< M lv th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n tr y , w h ic h ,  b e- 

com itt u for a n in e  tu t te n an ted , are. c u lt iv a t e d .
■ -c -O ^

h y  h ire  o r c o n t r a i l  on th e  ip e c iu l a c c o u n t 

.o f  th e  fla t'e v ... I  lie  v ir t iie  an d  p o litic a l e c o 

n o m y  o f  -' B rii jfh  a d m in iftv a tio h  in  In d m  
o u g h t  to  be- a c k n o w le d g e d  a t  l e a f  in  t h e  

. in fla n c e  o f  th e  re fu m p tic n , w i t h  im p ro v e - 

" m erits o f  this, h ith e rto  rn ilappkeci -fource o i 

p u b lic  {apply" u n d e r  th e  h ead  o f  F eroojb  
N m u ek , or tales o f  m a n u f a f t a e d  or purr- 

fled fa it ,  at: all. p e rio d s-ch a rg ed  w i t h  a d u t y  ... .. 

on th e  co u n try ,; b u t  o n ly  rea life d  in  th e  

Exchequer iirvee th e  y ea r 1 7 8 0 . T h e . a n - 

rA{?| co n fu ro p tio ri o f  B en ga li  e ftim a ted  at 

20 L ack s o f  'M m m d s . i tach o f  8 9  pou n d s 

W’eifi'h t, is p ro d u ce d  b y , th e  .lab ou r o f  

.,k ,o o d  M o lw g e e s ,  w h o , w ith  -fupetionr 

.agen ts, i tc ln d in g  all -exp en ces. .paid- 111 

m o n e y ,, w e re  e n tit le d  to  m  a llo w a n c e  o f  

2 c  ru p e e s , u fually^ad v anced b y  co n  t r a d in g  

1 ■ m e rc h a n ts , betides .w h a t w a s  d e e m e d  e q u i-  

' v a le n t to  40 ru p ees m o re , iu r n ilh e d  c o n - ,

yfh.hytchhf . ' fTd' hhtvf t l Tf ' - ' hkc-,;'.t



ftantly in land, was returned to the ft ate by 

the original ftandard price o f delivery at 

H oughly, fixt latterly at 60 rupees per io o  

M aunds.

The, benefit o f the manufacture was af

terwards enjoyed by a few  M ogu l monopo- 

lifts, whofe ch ie f was denominated Fakher 
u l t fe ja r , moft exalted o f merchants, and 

the price enhanced in the different markets 

o f the Soubah, on a medium to, at leaft, 2 

rupees the M aund  ;fbut fince the annexation 

o f B aha r  to B en ga l, the home confump- * 

tion has increafed 8 lacks o f M aund s; for, 

before that event, B aha r  was, and the 

greater part o f upper H indojlan is ftill, flip- 

plied w ith fa it from the lake o f Sam bhur,
* in A jmere : at prefeiit not only B aha r , but 

fome export o f fait to AJham and N apaul, 
and other neighbouring inland ftates, has 

been opened, and may be extended.

The  extra demand was at firft imported 

from the coaft o f Coromandel, in what is 

called M adras or B ay  fait, o f bafer quality 

and value, being produced by the dimple 

operation o f the fun on fea water, intro*
/ C.i i '■ to

r „,v _ ; . ■ ' y

ii .



E
>- (h a llo w  pits, p rep a re d  n ear t h e  

: on th e e i la b l i f t  m erit o f  th e  p ri-  

■ty Hi 1 7 6 5 ;  and iin c e  a g a in , or;, 

ition. o f  t i e  p re le n t p u b lic  p la n , 

und e x p e d ie n t to  prohibit, th is  

Ind ian  e o a ftm g  t r a d e ; and n o w  

th e  w h o le  q u a n tity , in  y e a r ly  d em an d  b e 

in g  o n  a m e d iu m  28 lack s o f  M m n d s„ is 

m aB u fiid lu red  in  p ro p o rtio n  o f  One th ird  in  * 
th e  C ed ed ,  and t w o  thirds itr. th e  D ew a n n y  
lands o f  'B enga l, - fo r  th e  u fe  p ro b a b ly  o f  

ten M illions  of fo o ls  th&re, and one fo u r th  

t v  .'Or th a t  n u m b e r In B a h # ), im p o fm g  o n ly  a  

m o d e ra te  ch a rg e  fo r  one o f  th e  c o m fo rts  

o f  l i f e ,  a t th e u.tm o ft c a lc u la tio n  o f  fix- a n d  

«t h a l f  A nnas, o r  P en ce  e a c h  in d iv id u a l lf, 

pe< a n n u m , a llo w in g - th e g r o t ’s f i le s ,  in -  

c lu fiv c  o f  ail e x p e n ce s  In ftcca -rupees, f i f t y  • 
fo u r  la c k s  and o n e --h a lf

Feroo/h NefttueJt,  annual, g r o fs  

.(a le s  o f  28 .la c k s --o f  M ounds- S. IL 
fa it co n tin u e d  5 4 ,3 0 ,0 0 0



S e r i n j a m m y  Charges o f ManufaBure and

Sales.
■ \ ■. ■ ': *■  ■ ■ ^ 0  ■ ■ .

i # Dadney Molungian, original 

complete advance of wages 

now paid in money to about 

60,000 fait manufacturers o f 

all denominations, engaged 

for the dry feafon from N o 

vember to M ay following, at 

the rate o f about 40 rupees 

> I per 100 Maunds, being near

3 rupees each perfon per men- 

fem for 6 months moderate 

g labour - - - 11,20,000

2. Akherajat Aiirung, expence

o f tranfportation to the place 

o f fate, weighmen, ereCtion 

o f ftore houles, purchafe of 

utenfils requifite for carrying 

on the works, &c., w ith all 

contingent charges, on an 

average - - - 450,000

3. Rufoom, or commiffion o f 10
. o . p? .. \ p .
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p e r  c e n t. to  E uropean  fu p e rn ir  

te n d an ts  on  the. n e tt  proceeds,, 

fu p p o fe d  38- la c k s  - 3 8 0 ,0 0 0  

i  . ' • — —  1 9 ,5 0 ,0 0 0

T o t a l  n e t a n n u a l fales o f  

fe lt ,  r e q u ir in g  a lw a y s  an ad

va n ce  fo r  1 8 .m o n th s  o f  15  

la ck s o f  rupees to  anfWfcr 

c h a rg e s ,, b efore  c o m p le te  r*> 

tu rn s can  he m ade to  .G o vern 

m e n t, . w h ich ., Cin ee th e y e a r  

1 7 8 1 ,  has re lu m e d  its  r ig h t  

to  th e  net .profits fro m  th e  . 1 

m am ifa & u re*  'The- lim ited  

part, p re v io u sly  b ro u g h t to  w
p u b lic  cre d it, :■ w a s  under 3 

heads, w h ic h  h a v e  b een  co n 

tin u e d , b e in g  a d e q u a te 'to  th e  

p u rp o lcs  o f  a c c o u n t and o f  

c h e c k  ©f a g e n c y , to  be d edoc- 

ted firom  th e  w h o le  c lear p ro 

d u ce, a m o u n tin g  to  - -  3 5 ,0 0 ,0 0 0

h ; ‘-

'• lo f  'v;4h "■■•v'9 r.i.. ..nyur v\r.; nor 9. ■■ ,\ v  yr-;;'0 • y y  ,-r. ,. . .
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T e h s i l  S o u b a h d a r r y , Collection o f  
R evenue to th e Y ear 1170, o r  1763.

1. H aJJilK ah larry, making part 

o f the Bundobujl Yejhhees o f 

M eer CoJJim, including the 

T ’om arry or original ground 

rent o f all the fait lands

,2 j2  jpO O O

2. M hafool Sair, duty on a ll the 

fait, imported, manufactur

ed, and confumed in B en g a l  
and B ahar, &c., reckoned at 

28 lacks o f M ounds, at 25 

per hundred M aunds 70,000

3. K e jfy e t , or ufual profit o f the 

C irca r  on .the delivery o f 8| 

lacks o f M aunds, made in  

the d iftrid  o f H yclee, and 

credited in the Jum m a  at the 

flandard valuation o f H augh
ty, after deducing a lack o f

Q '.$  /■  ■ -1



rupees as the proportion of 

ground rent received as above

2 .5 0 .0 0 0

T o t a l  r e v e n u e  o f  fa it ,  ac

co u n ted  w it h  th e  f la t s  to  1170  

or 1 7 6 3  R u p ees 5;,45,000

T e h s i l  D e w a n n y .  A dditional C ollections 
f r o m  1 x 7 2  to 1 1 7 o r  17 6 5 ' to  1 7 7 2 ,  

■ in clu jtv e ,

1 .  2* Nernuck , as e lb .b -

liihed- at- th e  en d  o f  M ahom et 
R eza K h a n 's  ..adm im ilratkm  

.1 0 1 7 7 1 - 2 ,  b ein g  f e r t h e r & b  

la rry  an d  Rmvarmy d u tie s  as ' 

a lread y  .R ated , e x c lu s iv e  or 

the M b a jo o l , 2 and -J

1 2 .9 5 .0 0 0

T o ta l n e t  rated co l l.cdlioas, 

m ade o n  a cc o u n t o f  fa it ,  to 

U 8 7  l b  o r  A . D . 378 0 , 

th o u g h  p e rh a p s n e v e r  fu lly  

re a d ie d  b e fo r e  the e x c e lle n t  

A m plified  inftirim on. o f  th at

year - . -  **. ~ » 1 8 ,4 0 ,0 0 0
■ f ' ■ c  4 fr Vd7\ ■
ij j*<5 f h /
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3- b a lan ce  of

p ro fit a ii fm g  on. tl:te m od erate 

o rig in a l fe llin g  p rice  o f  ia lt, 

b efore  app ropriated  to  partial 

benefit o f  in d iv id u a ls , b in  

n o w , w ith  g re a t p ro p rie ty  

anti ju iS c e ,  f c  fu m e d  and in 

co rp o ra ted  w ith  th e  p u b lic  

re v e n u e . S ic c a  rupees i 6 ?6 o ,o o o

• B y  th e  d ift in d  h ead s o f  n a tiv e  a c c o u n ts , ‘ 

th e m o n o p o ly  o f  Cojrtfih I fax eed?  protected

b y  a d u ty  pf. b e tw e e n  40  and :; o  p e r  anL  
on im p o rte d  or fo re ig n  fa it* *  u n d e r th e  

M ogu l  G o v e rn m e n t,v m a y  be in ve.lfigated  ;

. and B r it i fh  m c n o p p ly  o r reven ■ .« m a y  be 

■ . b o th  in v e fb g a te d  ■ a n d , co n tro lled  ; but th e '

1 hriti/h  a cc o u n ts  h a v in g  con fou n d ed  grou n d  y  

ren t, roan pfaC rure, an d  trade, th e  general 

balance o f  profit o r  io fs  lias; been, ai pertain 

ed b y  o p p ofin g- g ro ts  receip ts to  g ro ts  dib- 

y g v ■ ■ : bu d e m e n ts  ; and the. re iu ll w i l l  .-thereby;

appear as fo llo w s  . fo r th e firft t w o  o r  th ree 

y ea rs, a fte r  th e  acq in fitio n  o f  .the D:~

* Ex trad; from the Rq>or* of fits Naim, in sy?6»
or. Salt. ;/ ■'

1 1 1  o  o  i
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w annee the profits o f fait revenue were 

about 130,0001; in 1775-6 the charges ex

ceeded the receipts 1500I; and fubfequent 

to the refumption o f the rights o f the date 

in 1780 the profits have exceeded 6oo,oool.

The political and commercial objections 

to the prefent fait monopoly need not lead 

us to the controversies o f M r. H ajlings and 

Mr. F ran cis previous to 1780. Mr. H ajl- 
in g s*  admitted, that the changes in depart

ments had given great advantages to the ar

tifices o f individuals; that the intricacy o f 

accounts, by fucceffive transfer o f fait 

from Collectors to the Prefident and Coun

cil, from them to the Governor and Coun

cil, and from them to the Commercial 

Board, had occafiqned much perplexity ; 

that the defective fyflem o f fales had occa- 

fioned great lodes, and that the import o f 

coaft'fait had thereby arifen to great extent; 

that the meafure o f the Commercial Board 

to check the import of fait, by glutting 

the market w ith  the faleof 3 years produce

* N inth Report, Seleft Committee, 1783, Appen

dix 91. M r . H ajlings 's M inute, 19 Sep. 1780.

' ') ■: ' ■
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a t  o n e  tim e , e q u a lly  i W  tin. im pcjtt afui

th e  m a n u fa d u .re ’3 iu cl w h e n  li^ pro poled

th e  re fo rm  in i  p 8 o> . the C alcu tta  C o r  ft i ill t r e e .

cou ld  n o t Jet th e  (alt M a h d :  At m y  n tc *  | *

r  I f  is ee id etit shat the ad van ces o r  o u t la y

.fhr th e  m anufactures is b e y o n d  th e  fc a je  o f  

p rivate  a d v e n t u r e , ' and th e  lim p ly . o f  fd
*V- . ■ 7 7"; ' .*:*• “C.
tie ce n a rv  an "article o t fs m  n o t t o  d e p e n d

n';.-: 7: . ■ ■ * ; ' > 7  7" . * '
on c h a n c e ;  w h e n 1 th e  co n fu m p tio v . o f  A 

co u n rrv  Can he elH rnated, h  is o b v io u s
‘ ' : A r t d f  '' r; V ■,;Sj,7"‘:\j ■ 1A■ V f o fo .'foCt'Ai,,,'C'..■•' !, ■ ..... ■ t it;. ,.yp i/V'"i '.(fojfo'f'' '‘‘0. 'I'C-.

that p. p ro v id e n t O dv$ n) orient w il l  provid e 

im e x c h fs j to ’ be able at a ll t im e  a  to  forlrfo  I .
:■ -.'0: '' h, '■ .a . .: a , . ... w. . . •> 'hV'gofo ,i , a.’,:'

b o te  th e  la ir  at s a iy  p rices.rfo ttie  itifon d  d if-  

triers, t h e  cjnecfcs fc.em obyHJus ; —**n r .• 

G o vern m en t*  to/faye ad van ces and ch arg es*  

m u tifo & a rts  le ft talc than  th e  e ih m ated  de~ ' 

m a u d  o f  the c o u n tr y , and Ceils th e  redo: ed 

. q u a n tity  at an ad van ced  p r ic e , it realilos; 

th e  reven u e, b u t d efrau d s th e  c o u n try  | th e  '?
ft'. ..‘''.a'C a''.'-:';' •■'' a,A :ftaAyfoa.fc > ••'• ift _... ., . a a  ftf f̂tfofoA.v.9i a  c ■ • ft. a •„ ’• 'Aî fov •

q u a n tu m  o f  th e  e x to rtio n  w il l  appear o n  
th e  face  o f  th e  accoun ts * h  th e cro fter 

q u fo ih ty  b  m & isu h id h rcd  and . a v e ra g e d  

th ro u g h  th e  c o u n tr y , th e  tem p tation  to 

d iftrets  th e  fro n tie r  diftritffo, b v  e x p o rtin g  

in lan d  th e  fklt in ten d ed  fo r h o m e  c o n h im p "

. tio n , can, he caeaked by ju d iciou s form

s * ■ '-i; -'* * u  o  ss f  |  a . g



tion, and the export fhould be under the 

control and on the account o f Govern

ment, not raftily to be extended. In no 

political view can it be policy to abandon 

the internal confnmption o f B en ga l to a pre

carious fupply ; and we mull; remember 

merchants have lefs intereft in the fupply 

o f the country than, the Company, and 

w ill not be content w ith lefs profit. I f 

fait (hall be raifed to 4 or 5 rupees p e r  
Maund, it mud: be from ignorant or corrupt 

mifmanagement, and is eafily corrected; 

but the extortion of merchants is not eafily 

diftinguilhed from natural fcarcity by an 

improvident or ignorant Government, and 

cannot be controlled without much invefti- 

gation and judgement, even when inquiry 

is inftituted with integrity and humanity.

As to the other articles o f monopoly, 

Saltpetre and Opium, they ftand on very 

different grounds: their produce do not

materially affed the country or the revenue, 

and notwithftanding it may be true that the 

d iftrid  o f Patna furnifhes th ree fourths, 

and P urneah  and Oude the remaining fourth 

part of the faltpetre colleded for the Com-

! ? , ' '   ̂ ( s f a > -



p a n y , It vs n o t  to  be th o u g h t  th a t .it m ig h t  , 

n o t be ob ta in ed  in  o th e r  pares o f  th e  ca irn - 

■ , tr y  ; a n d  it ra u ft b e  coutid* • • ’ u . >\ u •

p o ly  in  th e  b a n d s o f  th e  C o m p a n y  as a 

c o m m e rc ia l body!:.an d  (b oo  id be m a in ta in e d  

at th e  c h a rg e  -of th e  C o m  par* yy b y  v fo id b  

ly m e a n ,  that: fo r  t t i  ‘fo  riG so v e n u e  n eed  

n o t .uecefoirify  m a d e  ad V in cey  fo r  th is  

Ip:.:cfo> C . 'p  . C M -  fu>m t K  fo il ,  b a t  mere** ; : f l |  

l y  to  p a y  te n a n ts  a fte r  fu lf i l l in g  th e ir  e n 

g a g e m e n ts  a c c o rd in g  to eon tn u d  : tiiu s  th e  

a d van ces o f  G o v e r n m e n t  fo o u ld  be. l im ite d  ■ ;

.to t o e  m am d n b tu ;#  o f  c lo th , h d t , an r p ro  • 

d u ce  o f  grapin; a ll o th e r  a r t ic le s  o u g h t  

n o t, an d  are .not "taken  In kind.,,: b u t w h e n  ..
y ■■••: ■' •. v • vy.ipVG v ph .■  h;fo,.;h : f ■ p pfo\rt; ; . fopyc

cu lt i c ite d , th e  fd fo iled  ren t d o  c o in  fo e  o ld  

be fu d d lo o te d  to  t h e  le g a l and e id lo t r u r y  

te n d e r -o f  .th e  p o r tio n  o f  produce,. f .  , • ■ ,■

H ok pein  n e c e fo ir ily  w i l l  be; a lw a y s  an 

a rtic le  o f  im p o rta n c e  to  th e  .C o m p a n y , 

b oth  fo r  th e  fu p p ly  o f  the Ind ian  e A a b lilh -  

rn e n t, and: fo r its  im p o r t  "to  Jlkrope*  • T h e  ; 

re g u la r  r< p ls n ilu in g  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  {lores', 

b y  th e  • C o m p a n y , m a y  b e m ad e m k f e l f  

profitab le? and fo e  fo p crab u n d su ice  m a y  be G

P ... : :G .  ;

1 1 1  r  r  1  @ T
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fold to profit: as a commercial concern, the 

above con ft ant demand w ill be a fufficient 

encouragement, without the aid o f rigorous 

exclufion o f competition in the inland 

market. The  comparifon of German and 

Englijh powder fhews the difference o f a 

fupply by contrail, partly paid in damaged 

powder, or by manufacture in the labora

tories o f arfenals, where the purity o f the 

ingredients cannot be evaded. T h e  regular 

fupply does not require monopoly ; the na

tives could fupply any quantity on timely 

notice; but this articl% from its nature, 

fhould remain more than others under the 

control o f the Government; and in this view 

# the right to monopoly, founded on ufage, 

ought to be exercifed according to circutn- 

fiances.

As to Opium , unlefs not only the whole 

produce o f the article in  Benga l, and alfo 

all the produce of Oitde, is lubjeiled to the 

Company’s monopoly, the Vizier s Opium 
w ill open evafions ; and therefore it appears 

better to give up a monopoly which fanClions 

improper interference in the cultivation of 

the country, than to extend itg influence,

m IK ■ ■
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T h e  C o ra m tflio n e rs  au th o r lie d  b y 'p a r 'h a -  

m eats, w ill n o t o v e r lo o k  this' ob viou s ca n - 

fideration  i th e y  W ill a lio  trace the degr.e 

o f  its  Im p o rta n ce  .os an. artic le  o f  e x p o rt  

fro m  B  en g  o f ,  an d  o f  Im port in th e  m a rk e ts  

to  w h ic h  it is fo n t. 1 o n ly  egdea'vour? to  

d em o n ftrate  the: xieeefrty; u f  accurst^  in v e fr  

ligation* arul m \ a fished  th a t m y  in q u iries  

auth  mile th is cor.' dufion ; t h a t  e v e ry  a r

ticle  o f  m an a n t m e a t m a y  be reduced  to 

v e r y  fim|>le and. prablicaM e ru le ,', but .th at 

th e  in e q u a lity  o f  o ffices, and in e q u a litie s  o f  

a fle ffm en ts u n o c c d fr r i ly ' m aintained., are  

th e  fo u rees o f  co rru p tio n  ca d  abuie., I 

h a v e  en d eavou red  r.o trace p rin cip les, an d  • 

to ih e w  th e ir confequenec.a w h e n  red u ced  "

;y‘C f to. p ra ctice  k  w i l l  he n e e e b m y . th ereto  m 

t.c rem em b er, tit a t 1 am I h ush ed  that th e 

CP d eb tor o f ’ reyetu ie-s,. \vj icth er Z em inda r  
or co v en a n ted  ie rv a u f, in  the- Britijk  as 

' .  w e ll  as M ogu l  u  fte m , o u g h t to be; paid b y  a . o 

per c c r t ta g e ; th a t cpU cctions fh o o ld  lie as re

g u la r ly  d iv id ed , do. exten t •of in cot& e and u i 

fro a b le , as pbfltble ; a n d r 1 \ at the af.ra h  ge  - 

mom. ot co ile frio its  .need n o t co n fid e  

r ig h ts  nor te n u re  o f  any  P cttah -ho ld^ -a  o r  

R fy t i t : that the agen ts fu p e iin te n d u  g -'he

-f:d ■>’1’ :■ r'fa■ ' ' ^ : * ;,oP ' yl • * ■



manufacture o f cloth or fait, might alfo he 

handfomely paid by a per centage, but that 

the quantum of the per centage, whether 

equal in all, or varied in the different 

branches o f revenue as at prefent, muff be \

the refult of deliberate confderation, as 

muff alfo the diffribution o f infpeCtion 

o f fuperiour Boards. I conceive that a 

landed revenue Board might control all the 

collections o f territorial revenue, and the

commercial branches, in which advances
.

are neceffary ; for where manufactures can 

be bed: promoted, an inveftment agent 

might be appointed: where fait is the 

manufacture, a fait agent might be appoin- 

* ted; and where there is no manufacture, 

advances to the Reyut mud: be made by the 

Zemindar, or the collector. The confiern- 

ment of goods and the trade, both import 

and export, might become a Simplified lyf- 

tem, under the head of foreign import and 

export; for no inland trade, according to 

Such plan, would befubjeCtedto Government 

taxes, except fait and grain; the one Ope

rating as an excife by the fale o f fait, ahd 

the other as a provident regulation to avert 

famine and encourage f agriculture, by the
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management o f public granaries, and the 

regulation o f B azars, on certain report o f 

' the circum fiances o f the country, and re

corded evidence o f the fupply o f grain in 

every diflridt. It is no wonder Govern

ment has been puzzled, and that orators 

have not found lim its to their imagery.—« 

Merchants, who are oppreffed w ith vexa

tious reftri£tions in the branches o f trade 

which are left to them, are not unlikely 

to exaggerate ; but commiffioners under 

the prefen t a <51 and directors, muft invefli- 

gare and difcriminate real from artificial 

grievance, and draw the line o f policy and 

juflice : by fome reprefeh cations it might 

be fuppofed, that the prohibition o f import 

o f coafi: fait, was a prohibition o f the rice 

trade. A  zealous advocate for the encour

agement o f agriculture in B en ga l, admits 

that under the difcouragement o f the ex

port o f grain freighted in veffels which re

turn empty from the coalf, the corn trade 

has produced, one year w ith another, 20 

p e r  cent profit W e have known the ex

tent to which the B en ga l provinces af-

* Agricolas Letter 5, p. 27.
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horded rice  to th e a  hi: in : 7 8 2 ; and i  h ave 

t e r d . :  th a t  -the $ # e  o f  rice  ro fe  itx 1 78 3  

o n  au cRib(U'|0 b e in g  laid on its expox ?-*<« 

tioxi. T h e  d a n g er o f  le tt in g  :.o h .u rop c,'a  
{peculation  u n co n tro lled  in to  in lan d  trade* 

xnay  he ev id en ce... b}- 11e confeq  uei»ces o f  the 

■ . partia l in im d a tto if in 17 8 7  *^nS iZ- * r*lce 

th en  advan ced  - t o  p a r  cen t, h ig h e r  in 

p rice  than it had been d u rin g  th e  real fa 

m in e  o f  1 7 7 1 .  I f  G o v e rn m e n t is e ith er 

ig n o ran t or c o rru p t, th e  people .ire e q u a lly  

-ajpoied to fnfiitious and to  real (carcity .

H a v in g  b ro u g h t to v ie w  t h e . n e ctn a t y 
co n n ectio n  o f  ia . anchd and co m m ercia l m - _ , 

t c r e lb  o f  B r ii lfh  Ind ia , I m u ft n o t Qir.it to 

d a t e ,  th at a lu b fe r v ie iic y o f  th e  in te r e lb  of 

corn m a r e  t o  th e  political lim its  Q f -the • 

Company's fe ttle m e u t at C alcu tta , tc h -  

erected  in to  an in d epen d en t Kingdom, 

fo rm ed  part o f  th e phantom  w h ic h  v a n ilh - 

f  ed w h e n  th e veil w as d raw n  from  Indian 
p o litic s . T h e  m tifc ia l  dei.m m ination o f  

im p o rt and e x p o rt to and fro m  C alcu tta  b y  
! I h ip p in g , and the •im p o rt and export: by 

boats to and fro m  iLalcutta n ilarai, to cn - 

g ro ts , a cco rd in g  to c iic u m fta iic e s j a il th e

.
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exactions o f which E uropean and M ogu l 
practice could afford a precedent, proved 

unprofitable to the Company, and cannot 

be maintained in any degree under the 

prefent aft. I have inferted the revenue 

regulations o f Eippoo Sultaun to guide our 

view o f a native government, from my 

conviction, that i f  a defpot finds the necek 

fity o f reducing his government to definite 

rule, a B ritijh  Parliament w ill not be fatif- 

fied w ith emulating his juftice, but w ill 

alfo avert his opprefiion. The  coafting 

trade o f B ritijh  India might be extended to 

confiderable importance ; it was but the l  
other day that T illich erry was to be aban

doned ; and our prefent more-extended 

profpeCts o f benefit from the M alabar 
* coaft: did not arife from the commercial

views o f Directors or Government, but 

from the honourable principle of Lord  

C ornwallis, who would not defert the Cor- 
g e e  R ajah. And notwithftanding C urw a r  
and M angalore remain to I ’ippoo, and we 

have not a port fouth o f Bom bay, a provi

dent ufe o f the coaft fouth o f M ount D elh i 
* w ill amply repay the protection o f the 

\vhole M alabar coaft, Baliapatnam  was



th e  em p oriu m  fo r th e n i’ e^piocfuce o f  Cor* 
\ e e .  and th e  fo u tlie n i h ranches o f  its river 

penetrate  th ro u g h  th e C b e n c h i  c o u n try  

in to  C oijete, therefore B a lfa p a tm m ,  or th e  

G reat C' t y , m ig h t  again en quire m ore than 

n om in al greatrvefs, and th e  prod uce o f  the 

c o u n tr y , n o w  carried o v e r  lan d  to Tffli- 
cherry, m ig h t, w ith  m an y o th e r  a rtic le s , 

b e  eorw eyed b y  w ater. O n  th e  fam e p r in 

c ip le  o f  lo ca l co n v e n ie n ce , Bey p ou r  has the 

advantage, o f  C ail cut ; an d  fo rm e rly  the 

Z■~morins' d om in ion s f a p p lied  tire d o ck  

yard  at B om bay  w ith  th e  heft tim b e r for 

b u ild in g  and rnafls, A m o n g  th e  favou rab le  

p ro fp e e b  o f  co m m ercia l ip e cu ia tio fi opened 

to  Brit://.: Ind ia  m ay be reckon ed  th e  d e c a y  

o f  Tippoc s, co m m e rce , w h o  p o ilib ly  w a s  

ad vlk x l to im itate  flic. C o m p a n y 's  la te  f lu c 

tu a tin g  policy and m o n o p o ly . I t  h a s  been 

o h ie r v .d  b y  a gen tlem an , w e ll  in fo rm ed , 

th a t U ppS y  b y  his ex-torcion, has lo ft h a lf  

o f th e re v e n u e  from  co m m e rce  w h ic h  his 

fa th e r  .received ; for H yd er  A liy con curred  

’ ia d ippoo 's  p o litica l op in ion  o f th e  p r o 

p r ie ty  o f c b  co k in g  E uropean  tra d e , to  

th r o w  th e  fp e c ie  into th e .hands,of th e M u j  
c a t  m e rc h a n ts 4;; and .he loaded th e  com -
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merce with heavy duties, which produced 

a confiderable income; but fmce 1782 the 

commerce has been totally funk, and with 

it Tlppoo has loft his duties. I f the policy 

of H yder Ally had operated on the coaft 

fouth of Mount D elhi, he probably would 

have monopolized the P epp er and Carda- 
mums, and left the other articles open to 

all traders paying heavy duties. Under 

Tipp 00* s policy, his father’s monopoly 

would be maintained at the fmalleft ex

pence, by lowering the Hilaries of the ma

nagers at the ports o f export, and their 

neceffities would oblige -them to participate 

in the abufes which their duty directed 

them to check ; and if  they realifed the 

limited monopoly on behalf o f Tlppoo, they 

would monopolize all the other articles on 

their own account in the name of native 

merchants, at firft by arbitrary duties 011 

the trade o f others, balancing their official

, accounts, and exempting their own con

cerns from duty, till the whole trade would j 

abfolutely veh in their hands, and the trade 

becoming unprofitable to the importer, 

would be abandoned; and when no, part

o f the open trade ̂ remained, the Govern
o r ?  )
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m e e t.-m o n o p o ly  w o u ld  be p e rverted  to th e  

f ben efit o f  th e  officers* and p robab ly, b y  

f it t ila r  co n n iva n ce  w ith  n a tives  or fo 

re ig n e rs , fca-rcefy fu if ic ie u i profit w o u ld  

be"-Spared to  th e  Ibvereign  to  en ab le h im  

to  d e fra y 'th e  m iferab le  ilip en d s of the eftst- 

h lh h m eiit. T h e fe  con.feqoerices m ig h t  be 

uvkanoed m  th e  C lom paayls fo rm e r  i y i t e m ; 

but th e  preheat a $ y  p ro p e rly  cx ercifed , 

cu ts  up d ie  ie u rc e  o f  e v i l ; th e  p a rti

cipation  o f  profits can n o t be m aintained  

■ w ith o u t stress p e rju ry , from  th e  D ire cto rs  

d o w n w a rd s, and th e penalty an d  c o n v i o  

. d o n  ss A m p lif ie d ; there is, h o w e v e r , o n ly  

one plain  and h o n e d  w a v  o f  m a n a g in g  th is 

d ep artm en t, w h ic h  w ill  apply to all oth ers t 

'"live a fa ia rv  adequate to 'h e  trufi: to th e  

officers n e c e fla r ily  'e ffitb H fh ed ; fu b je tt  all 

articles y f  im p o rt o r E xp o rt to  eq ual p riv i

le g e  or to  em utl d u ty  in ai! th e  Brittf!) 
ports o£ India  \ the. d u ty  oil go o d s im ported  

by th e C o m p a n y ' fh o u ld  be b ro u g h t to a c 

co u n t w ith  v o u c h e rs , as w en  as p rivate  ad

ven tu re ; an bsfpedlor G en era l o f  im p o rts  

and exp o rts  fh o v id  a n n u ally  m a k e  o p  th e  

gene*al acco u n t o f  all th e  fe td e m e n ts  to 

be len t h o m e  by th e G o v e rn o r  G eneral*
< £“* :§) y
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The Company’s commerce would not be 

more burthened than it is at prefent, but 

the accounts would check fraud, and regis

ter the aCtual ftate o f the commerce. But 

■?. to fuppofe that a country can profper un

der monopoly o f all its produce, or that 

officers w ill give up the prime of life  w ith

out the hopes o f earning a reafonable in 

come for their latter days, cannot enter 

into the contemplation o f Commiffioners, 

or o f Parliament, consequently the whole 

o f the commercial eftabliffiments muft be 

carefully, but liberally confidered, and con

nected with the general fyftem : it w ill be 

difficult for theories to fubfHtute powers 

more adequate to this purpofe than thofe 

which have obtained parliamentary Sanc

tion, i f  exercifed w ith intelligence and 

probity.

'' % -

i _ • ■ .
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c d fa ty  o f  co n tro l to  p referve  th e  p r in c ip le s  

o f  G o v e r n m e n t  iu  India, en d an gered  b y  

i l c e n t i o u % f s ,  e x to rtio n , v e n a lity ,  and by 

w h a te v e r  t i ld e s )  th o u g h  it  m a y  no to ta lly  

fu b v e r t , th e  laws %  t h e  C o m p a n y  th o u g h t  

it  n e ce fla ry  to  adopt v e r y  a rb itra ry  ru le s , 

w h i c h  th e y  p ro m u lg a te d  ill g e u e ia l  or- 

d u r s t  to  n a rro w  th e  ap p ea l o f  co v en an ted  

it/ v a n ts  to ju f t ic e ,  d e n o u n c in g  im m e d ia te  

cb h n u E on  fr o m  th e ir  ie r v ic e  to e v e r y  fe r 

v e n t w h o  th o u ld  g o  to Europe, to m il i t a t e  a 

|  • i u i t ,  o r l e e k  red  refs for g r ie v a n c e s :  an d  . 

h a d  th e  co v e n a n te d  for y a rn s , a c c o rd in g  to 

rh e fs  o rd e rs , rem itted  th e ir  c o m p la in ts , 

p e rh a p s  th ro u g h  th e  v e r y  p erfon  c o m 

plained  o f ,  n o  ru le  o r p eriod  w a s  lim ite d  

fo r  th e ir  exp eed ation  o f th e  d e te rm in a tio n  

n f  th e  D ire c to rs , In  * 7 ^ 5  t îe  b h v e c to is  

f / ( f j* p  \

* Vide 310. t #I a  177* and 17 7 s *

# • 0  ' ‘ ' , ‘ 1 ’ .



n o t o n ly  in fo rm ed , th e  g o v e rn m e n ts  in  /«- . 

d ia  that i f  il  co p ies  o f  a n y  papers., cornel ■ 

p o u d a n ce  or reco rd s, fh a li be d lic o v e r e d  

w ith  .an y  p e rfo n s n o t w a rra n te d  to  h a v e  

th e m , a t h o m e  o r ".abroad, w e  fh a il  ta k e  

m e a iu re s  to d d c o v e r  b y  w h a t  no can s th e  

c o m m u n ic a tio n s  have' b e e n  ntu 1c, an-.* d ii-  

m ils  fro m  o u r  fcrv ic e  th o fe  w ho. llia ll h a v e  

m ade fu c h  c o m m u n ic a tio n  .C b u t a lio  d e 

n o u n ce d  44 th e  le v e r e if  to k en s, o r  o ilp icd -  

lu re  to  th o le  w h o  d ilb b ey ed  th e ir  o rd e r to 

d ilc o n tiiiu e  u n re fe r ved co rre fp d n d a n c c  w ith  . 

p rivate  p e rfo n s on  p u b lic  affairs. *

P a r lia m e n ta r y  in v e ft ig a t io n  d em o n lira -., 

te d  th a t  th e  a Q: o f  1 7 8 4  co u ld  n o t  be in -  

v e lo p e d  a im  e x e c u te d  in  in y fte ry  5 th e  re-* 

co rd s o f  th e  C o m p a n y  w c r e ; .o p e n e d  to 

c o m m itte e s , an d  th e ir  co n te n ts  m a d e  tin: 

i i i b j e a  o f  p a r lia m e n ta ry  d eb a te . M r .  M a c  - 

p h e r fo n s  record ed  o p in io n  w a s  q u o t e d * by- 

M r . F ra n d u  4S l  fh o u k l  be p a r t ic u la r ly  

h ip p y  to  fee th e  C o m m it te e  in  a c a p a c ity  

to  e x e c  ute  th e fe  im p o r tan t d u tie s , in  d e p e n 

d a n t o f  th a t  g e n e ra l a g e n c y  and im p r o p e r

* Parliamentary Debates, vol. 39, p> 108.
yrifrify/f f  ’ Cvrim;f v :c p ; :fff|; o ' )



authority o f a native D ew an , or, in plain 

Engli/h, native Chancellor o f the Exche

quer.”  The opinion on which this expec

tation was founded was referred to in the 

Houfe, loon after its arrival in E urope, by 

a Member of the Board o f Control*, and 

thole who got accefs to M r. G rant's analy- 

lis  of the revenues o f B en ga l were encou

raged to proceed, by being informed in 

the fird  page, that evidence o f the mif- 

management o f natives had been kept 

back, and the dale excule o f the troubles 

o f Cojjim Alii had t ill then  been accepted as 

an apology for withholding vouchers ; and 

that 44 the a<d o f 1784 may be conlidered 

tritely as the g r e a t  ch a r ter  o f  r igh ts , i f  not 

to the whole body o f national reprefenta- 

tives i'11 Afia, at lead to a ll E af-Ind ia  fub- 

je<fts o f Great B rita in , who enjoy the in- 

edimable advantage o f liv ing  under a de

legated fway, thus tempered for the flrd  

time in H indofan , with the milded influ

ence o f pra&ical enlarged didributive ju- 

dice.”  _;

*  Lord Frederick Campbell. Parliamentary Debates.

• 1 1



I
 th e ir  p lO nkuck ac«. .">«d \ug tt> the’

tiont o f  India-i e v e ry  h in t to a {certain  th e  

nature and m ode o f  m an agem en t,, fo rm e r  

and a& u al - a m o u n t o f  th e  d la h liih e d  re- 

ven u e o f  th e  Soabab  o f  B inpt/ , w ill- 'h e  

co im e fte d  w ith  th e  h o n o u j o f  fan  B rh ijb  
n a tio n .”  !

i m ;

■ D r .  M ok rifon ,  in  'j 7 9 1  i  h a d .o b fe ry e d , i n ' 

h is n o t e *  c o n c e rn in g  th e  te n u re  b y  -w hich 

th e  R eyu is  o f  W n d y ftm  h o ld  th e ir  p o i e f -  ^

in te r e ib n g , as th e  fu tu re  iy i fc m  o f  Br.itijh  ' 

fin a n ce  in Ind ia  appears to h in g e  in  a n  

dlcn-tial d egree  u p on  it., perion s w e l l  ac

q u a in ted  w ith  th e  ftate  o f  India  h a v e  n o t

* u ' a  aMp . d 'r t!-U8h^  a  ^



the opinion o f the Committee of'Revenue, 

compofed of perfons eminent for their 

abilities, leans to a conclulion againfl the 

hereditary right o f the Zemindars in the 

foil, yet the Supreme Council, in 1786, 

declined, for good reafons, to give any de- 

cifive judgement on a fubjed o f fuch mag

nitude. Th is  note was fent to the prefs 

before I had it in my power to perule 

M r. R oufe's ingenious and inRrudive dif- 

fertation concerning the landed property of 

B en ga l; in it he adopts an opinion con

trary to that o f M r. Grant, and maintains, 

w ith that candor and liberality o f fenti- 

ment which are always confpicuous where 

there is no other objed than the difcovery 

o f truth, that the Zem indars poflefs their 

landed property by hereditary right.”  In 

the former part o f this note *, that learned 

and much-lamented hiftoriographer to His 

Majefty had Rated, “  that the Monarchs 

o f India were the foie proprietors o f land, 

is aflerted in moft explicit terms by the 

ancients: the people,(lay they) pay a land 

tax to their Kings becaufe the kingdom is

* Hiftorical Difquifltion, p. 344.
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regal property*, This was not peculat ■ 
India; j o  all the great monarchies of fobs 
Eafl the foie property of land feems to be 
veiled In the Sovereign as lord paramount.” 
After being apprized of the publication by 

. the Secretary of tie- Board of Control, he 
jteaves giving an opinion; ii Did I poffefs 
fuch 'knowledge, either of the Hate of India 
or of the lyftem of adrniniflration efta- 
blillied there, as would he reouifite for 
comparing thefc different theories, and de
termining. which of them merits the pre
ference, .the fobject of my re searches does 
not rende r it neceffiry to cuter into fuch a 
dif mifitton.”

The iupplerncnial information on which. 
Dr. Rohrtfons opinion, waved in opnofdcn 
to his own ref arches, have been demon- 
fora ted in the preceding pages- to he un
founded ; and it docs not appear that he 
was cor ref Uy inform -d of the judgement 
formed in 1786. He might even have had 
accefs to the Directors* letter of the 12th

* Strabo, lib. xv, p, 3:030, Diodirus 'Sirulus, lib.
■ >># P* *53 » w h ' : .  f t f t : ;■ , ft



April, 1786, to the Governor General and 

iC ouncil, without being relieved from his 

perplexity, for it might be read by Sir 

Joh n  M acpherfon, the Governor, to whom 

it was addrefled, as a complete explicit 

approbation o f the retrenchments Rated in 

1 the B en ga l inspection letters, 25th March 

and 31ft Ju ly, 1785, and o f the fyftem in 

: the revenue letter, if f  Auguff, 1785, as 

an acknowledgement of his zeal and acti

vity, and an aflurance of a co-operative 

fupport to Sir J oh n  M acpherfon, both from 

the Directors and from the fuperior admi- 

niflration, in the mofl liberal and ufeful 

extent, which he had folicited in his let

ter o f the 25 th M a rch : it alfo exprefsly 

ffates that the Committee o f Revenue had 

done properly in Rating queries before they 

proceeded to fettlement o f B. year 1192, 

or 1785, entered in the revenue confulta- 

tions, 6th June; and that the Directors 

had entire fatisfaCtion in Sir J o h n  M acpher
f o n  s conftruCtion o f the ftatute o f 1784,

Tbofe who know the different fyftems 

or opinions, and read in the fa m e  letter 

that the ultimate determination of the D i-

r.
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redors were confirmed by M r. Shore,
“  whofe judicious refled ions had been pe- 

rufed .with much attention,”  and that M r. 

F r a n c e s  opinion, in January 1776, is re

ferred to in confirmation o f it, w ill not be 

furprifed that the fame letter fhould follow  

up the approbation, w ith doubts o f the 

propriety o f Sir J o h n  M acph erforis inftruc- 

tion to the Committee o f Revenue to en

courage Z em m dars to pay their revenue 

immediately to the KhalJIoa, and to rejed, 

as nugatory, both Sir J o h n  M a cph er fo r is  
plans to avoid balances; the one in O do- 

ber, 1783,. to appoint a department to col

led  balances o n ly ; the other in 1787, not 

to remit balances without the exprefs order 

o f the D iredors, but to accept the fecurity 

o f the Z em indary, and legal filtered: on the 

amount o f the arrears ; the latter judicious 

meafure, to cu£ o ff the traffic o f remiffion 

or fraudulent balances, in the letter or  

12th April, is called, <c charging Z em in
dars in arrear w ith an additional afleflfnent 

of 12 or 13 p e r  c e n t . and when the let

ter is found finally to conclude w ith laying- 

down the D iredors’ principles and rules o f

conflrudion o f the ad  o f 1784, and the
f  ( F - 1)  \

\ .
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n e c e ifa ry  to  p reced e th e  e x e c u tio n  o£ 

th e  fy f le m  r e iu lt in g  fro m  th e ir  refea rch es, 

th o u g h  e n iru fte d  o fte iiiib ly  to  S ir  Joh n  
M acph er fon 's  in te g r ity  and z e a l ,  le e m  in  

: f a d  in te n d e d , as th e y  p roved  to  b e, th e  in*

.? ilrvibtiori to his fucceflor, and to anticipate 
■ a fandfion to the fyftem which Sir J o h n  

Shore  executed immediately after the arri
val of the. Marquis C orn w a llis  in Ind ia ,
T h e ie  obferstations I m ean  to apply to th e  

n c c e ffity  o f  co rrect in v e ft ig a tiu n  as th e  

balls o f  co m  prehen liv e  c o n tro l, fo r  th e 

p u rp o fc  o f  fu b ftan ria l ju f l ic e  to  th e  in d iv i

d u a l, o r  to  th e  p u b l i c ; th e m te re ft o f  an 

in d iv id u al in  a h ig h  fta tio n  w a s  h ere  in 

v o lv e d ;  b u t  it is  u n u e c e fla ry  for m e  to 

complicate th e  p re fe n t in v e ft ig a tio n  w it h  

th e  in te re fts  o f  in d iv id u a ls . S ir J o h n  Mm'» 
fh e r jo n  h ad  fu e c e e d e d ’ to  th e  g o v e rn m e n t 

u n d er th e  provd ion  o f  an e x ift in g  act o f . 

P a r lia m e n t; and  a b o u t tire  date o f  th e  

\ abov e w n e n tio n e d  le t te r ,  a fr ie n d  o f . S ir  

J o h n  M a cp k er fo n s , th e n  in  P a r lia m e n t,

’ “who had. 00 claim to miniflerial confidence,
Hated his-conftruchon of the a&, and in
quired whether Sir J o h n  M a cp h sr fin  was to 
be iirnerfeded from motives - of expediency

\ e s . m v ;  - . y r



or o f difapprobation. M r. JDundas, in my 

hearing, told the member, that though he 

had a good opinion of Sir J o h n  M acpher- ; 

fon t and he had recommended him to a 

mark o f his Majefty’s favour, he thought 

it his duty to endeavour to fend to India 
a perfon whom it would be no difgrace 

to Sir J o h n  M acpherfon  to make way 

for. A n  opinion fo given was no fhite fe- 

cre t: whence it follows that there was lefs 

management or concealment in the Prefi- 

dent o f the Board o f Control, than in the 

correfpondence of the Directors, Sir J o h n  
M acpherfon was created a Baronet, June io , 

1786. Lord C ornwallis was appointed 

Governor General, and the defe&s in his 

appointment were legalized by a fpecial ad 

o f Parliam ent: the defeds in Sir J o h n  
M acpherfon 's removal from his Government 

were not legalized, poffibly from the con- 

fideration, that the facrifice o f the fituation 

o f an individual, to the public, migh t fafely 

be left to the generofity o f the Company 

and of the Board o f Control, who had 

not, on fuch occafions, been deficient in n .
juftice or in liberality. Confining myfelf,

therefore, to the public confideration, as
%  "\
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mansBm& with parliamentary control, I

■

the f fe a o r d ' Letter of A prilt y U }

k ctmlrvaidn of the a& of 1784* o '

‘ ' They “  apprehend the deftgd of the •
Leg'flat are was merely to declare general 
principles for the regulation-of -their com 
-duct towards natives, tK>t to 'introduce a 
m t l  fyftern.; ”  and that the 391:}!. fedtion 
of the act required an Inquiry 46 into the 
cauies and f  >u»dations of die complaints, 
and to fend orders tcJ redrefs the lame, con
fident with jtflti'ed and. the c'uitoms of the 

ooufiattV.” l  -am enabled to trace with 
what comment this coirlirviwfio-n was adop- - 

ted in Bengal by Sir John Shore»

Mr. Law  obferves “  bow lately the Ze
mindars were publicly adjudged devoid of 

property m the foil*.”  “  In limiting the 
land tax, the Bri&fh nation voluntarily has 
granted a novel tenure to a dais o f fubjefb 
Who had only a fallacious title to XJjpuJlfuĤ  
while* tire quantum depended upon the del-
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pot’s confidence *, (for laws between em- 

peror and fubjedt are ideal).”  “  Laws 

and conftitutions o f India is a general ex- 

preffion. It cannot be fuppofed that the 

Britijh adminiftration had then any deter

minate rule ia  view ; permanancy was the 

objedt, and a definite ly fiem f.” “  M y 

opinion is, that the Zemindar is indifputa- 

ble proprietor of the foil, and the Reyut 
but a Vajfal or p ea fan t, who becomes a part 

of his necefiary property J The  Pottahs 
of my plan are for one year, confirmable 

in perpetuity i f  approved from G reat B ri
tain. The political ends and pecuniary ad

vantages I have already enumerated ; the 

queftion appears to me rather what lyftem 

fhould be adopted, than what has exifted 

“  In granting M ocu rrerees, Government 

confers a novel poffeffion ||.”  And Sir 
‘J o h n  Shore obferved, “  that the plan pro- 

pofes nothing fpecific for the fecurity o f 

the R eyu ts ; but, confidering the impofitions 

to which they have been fubjedl, w ill not

* Sketch of late Arrangements, p. 155.
t Ibid. p. 131. f  Ibid. p. 51. § Ibid. p. 133.
1J Ibid.”p. 116. V  ' : b  f \ ■-
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fome be neceflary in the commencement r 

T h e  operation o f the principle in time w ill ,

1 doubt not, be a fufficient fecurity, and 

perhaps the plan relies upon th is. *. M r.  ̂

L a w , to o %  fome analogy to the native 

Pm ahs, quotes the origin o f  copyholds—

“  the common law , of which cujlom is the 

life . And Sir John Shore appears fatis- 

Bed, that the New Dewanne “  courts, by 

a limitation to ten or more years, will gra
dually decide all inferior rights, and their 

decrees fix ultimately every tenure” %.

It forms no part o f m y review to invef- 

tbyte how far deviation o f individuals from 

their duty, has eluded control, im.ee the 

year 1784.. It can be no reflexion on G o 

vernment, i f  particular inflances of pri

vate peculation or breach of duty, (hall be 

traced in individuals; for to fuppofe, that 

’ none have exifted, is to fuppofe ail mankind 

hoireft ; but the integrity of the Governor 

General is above fufpiaon, and where the 

fource is pure, the different branches to

* Sketch of late Arrangements, p. to t .  y ,  / > '

t Biacfjione,
;  Sketch o f late Arra-genccnts, p. 100.

f i r M  ’ n
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which it, extends pragreflively, miift par

take o f its ■ purity; and for the credit o f 

the Company’s .fervice, the mod rigid in- 

veftigat: ju of the w ord periods proves, that., 

the.abides in India have not arbon from a 

'general depravity or.dishonour o f : he CcHii- 

party’ s Brhijh covenanted Servants, but i o n  

t ho ah nil of power and peculation ta home 

of ■ thei higher departments : and this fe- 

curity will always remain to the natives o f  

Britj/b 'India, tint young men of good birth 

and education, w ill carry out good princi- 

"pies, and until, encouraged in extrava

gance;, .they, give themftIves up to a native 

Banyan, avowedly to parti- ipate o f an abu.c 

of power without couhclcring the objects 

of. rapacity, from common Britifi. lend- ; 

merit they will abftain from- the tnlferable 

gleanings .and ihabby plunder o f all op- 

prelled tenantry: .but when bad fyfte.ro 

ftia.il have pampered up a Nabob or a Zemin

dar beyond, his maft extravagant preten- 

fions-f the magnitude o f the prize w ill 

baffle every.check to dtlunite A jia tk  rapine 

from Briiijk fytiem.

'The compa-rifon/ which. I have made,
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probably did n e t  dcape Mr, Dundas's dh> 

fcrvntioii, and, i f  I may guefs, not having 

the opportunity to know his .private fcoti- 

teiwieclto induce him to difoover 

the b»<i* o f his opinion and fyftem more 

fu lly  than his duty to the public .and official 

. *ocurments, cotmeflsed • wi t n- his annual r®f 

; pore to Farli.a neat, required., T h e  volume;,

, publifhed this year by iris perteiffion, is 
evidence of the mmifterial inveffigattons tvf 
the Board, and of.the difficulty owli gelling 
\ olemin >us official documents, or oi .con
necting parliamentary reports and private 
information. If I have been encouraged 
by ns - peruill to overrate . rny own opinion,
I'certainly fbould not. have brought It for- 

I ward to the public eye. i f  Mr. D undas bad 

ju-r overrated the proiperity of the natives 

. Htitij/j India , and, by the preceding 

euradt. from his fpcech*, he had not fluted 

r l  Pailiarn/jit his belief, that no extraordi

nary na'ifftty now cxiftcd o f protecting, the 

mrds of native hibjefts in Br'itijhIndia  from 

\jf opptslKdn.. W hat farther fhalt be jftated 

in iliuftration o f the benefit of parliarnen-

I |  •V ' J  |  ’ .
. . * Introdtt&iop, page xSs, ■
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ktry control, will be limited to the inveiti- 
g?.t;:»n and correction .of the error which 1 

retmiked* to  -have been adopted by Mr, 
D i m d a s  ; but forrunaudy nothin®, in  the 
prefent aft appears to •ftablilh .or confirm 
if. T h e  curiory obfervations which I 

made in the introdu&ory pages, were fuch 
as occurred after pending Mr. D unda/s 

fpeech, an® the third chapter of a Short 
Si I liftory ot the Eafi- India Company -f ; they
| were printed before I law the fuppkmcutal
I or 1 5 th chapter, in the leco«d edition |»

to which the initials of Mr. R ujfdl\s name 
I' are iofertecL u The queftion as between
l the C r o w n  and the Eqft-India Company, in

refpeft; to the -property of the town, port,, 
a and diilrict of MafuiepaUm; and a|.fo ia

rcipt i to the Northern C rears, on the coqft. 

of Cormiandel, hated and dilcufled,” by a 
gentleman Co .relpeftable, and his argument 
and calculation adopted by Mr. D undasiu,

' f ;h<
* intxadu'fiion, page x x xtx .

t  Short Htftcffy o f the: E a ft-  In d ia  Company, by a 

E a jlr it id ia n  P r o p r ie to r ,. Feb, 1793.

t  Short Hiliory, &c. 2d edit. F . R . 1793, P r a m  

RajfPi, Efq, Solicitor to the Board of .Control.
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Parliament, ceafed to be o f little, magni

tude:; and havingexceeded the limits I 

had origi lai'v given to m? mvettig .-‘ -on,

I am induced to make feme reference to 

the h (lory o f thote treaties which are now 

ib pathetically recommended to the faith of 

Great Britain, and fc nearly conneded with 

the profperiry o f the natives o f Britrjb 

, India *,

It ' not for the purpofe o f Invalidating 

the principle ot practice o f  humanity and 

honour, that I bring forward thefe /objects.

In to< .plans for Brhtfh India, we have a 

certain evidence, that Mr. hind, liftin- 

gailhed by his Letters on P o la n d w ith the 

dreurnlhnecs o f  which country he waa 

converfam, having educated die King o f 

Poland's nephew, when he was engaged by 

Lord North to unravel the principle by 

which India- could be cornered with Great 

Britain, was obliged to confefs, that the op- 

fite ftatemeats and Jhbuies, which dm - 

>d the various parties in England and India,

re irreconcilable. Mr. Bruce, felefled
‘Pp vpMPrrWPPPiB - 'fh h

, .... v  f '  , ,
fntroJuctjon, p a g e fx s 1 - and 'Plans for India.
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.for his ability ,ma chara&er to the molt 

confidential. truths b y  M r, D unam, having 

been engaged to profecute die fame re- 

fearch, has jfhewn much ability1 in fcle&ing* 

out o f the chaos o f records, an appearance 

o f iyftem but the circunmanbes o f the 

natives, and o f the E nglijh , at the periods 

under eonfkieranois do not juftify the c o d - 

clufions, and the ethical, arrangements rik 

which he appears to be authorifed by offi

cial records, T o  fubftitute a perfect fyfrern 

would require more ability than J am pof.

- feffed o f ; and the information relative to

B riti/ b India* as yet, is not hifficiendy clif- 

tiiibt to aflame the form o f a perfect fyf- 

tern, This object can only be attained hv 

afccrtaiiutig the real drcuraftanc.es. o f G reat 
B rita in  and of Bnt-ijh I n d ia ; deductions 

arifing from pad experience, at any rate, w ill 

prove file r guides .than Ipecuhrdve ftate- 

rnents and {peculativfe opinions, pafticu~ 

larlyty when a negled: of known principles 

is > required, previdds.. to the admiftion o f 

the, new theories.

h i die f i r p l a c e ,  therefore, 1 {hall ex* 

amine frbvr§r.'humanity and honour can 
(& 7  ? '  *
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be applied to B ritijh  Ind ia  from precedent, 

which w ill conned what is neceflary to ad

duce in oppofltion to M r. B ru ce and to M r.

R ujfell on this point. I fhall be led to a 

more diffufe and general review, by the ob- 

fervations which arife from contemplating 

the extent o f Mr. RuJfelPs affertions. I 

fhould have looked on this fubjed with 

great delicacy, i f  this gentleman’s opinion, 

from  his public fituation and communica

tions, had not, in many refpeds, defervedly 

great weight in the public eftimation ; and 

i f  there did not appear a coniiderable degree ■ 

o f fyftematic pertinacity in keeping afloat 

- a queflion pregnant w ith  m ifchief to the 

natives, derogatory to the rights o f the 

date, and, in my opinion, not founded on a 

review o f the proceedings of Parliament, 

or o f treaties and grants, by which, d e ju r e  
& f a l i o , the rights of the Crown Hand para

mount to the privileges o f the Company.
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