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CHAPTER VI

JTHE STRUGGLE BETWEEN FRENCH AND
BRITISH

(Map II1.)

ABOUT the time when Nadiv Shah was sacking Dethi;
Robert Walpole in England was lamenting the violent
s outburst of public feeling which plunged the country into a
struggle with Spain. That Spanish war was in a way the
beginning of the fierce contest for dominion beyond the seas,
which terminated after a complete triumph of the British in
the Peace of 1763 Commercial rivalry with Spain in the

South Seas, colonial rivalry with the French in North America,

and commercial rivalry with the French in India, induced
wars which by sea, or on the American continent, or in India,
continted practically without an interval for twenty-four years
and ended by giving Britain the complete dominion of the
ocean, and expelling the French as a Power from America
and India alike.

When Walpole went to war with Spain very much against
his own will, the prestumption was strong that sooner or later
Trance would throw her weight into the scale along with the
sister Bourbon Monarchy, A secret treaty for the aggrandise-
ment of the Bourbon houses was in existence ; and it was the
Inglish minister’s firm conviction that the combined fleets of
France and Spain would prove too strong for that of England.
But war, declared against Spain in 1739, was not formally
declared with France until 1744 ; in 1746 Great Britain was
finally freed from the haunting spectre of civil strife which

The
coming
Waorld-
contest,

i

Summary
of the

struggle.

had vexed her statesmen ever since the expulsion of James |

11., by the collapse of the last Jacobite rising ; and when a
; i 6
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general peace was concluded in 1748, she had definitely
: . suceeeded in. holding her own, though no settlement was
0 reached of the questions which had been the ostensible
causes of the conflagration. The strugzle was renewed in
1756, when the British under the guiding genius of the
elder Pitt developed an overwhelming naval supremacy which
paralysed the resistance of the French in lands which could
only receive reinforcements by sea, Had Britons and French
.in India Dbeen left to fight their quarrels out between them-
selves, it is at Iéast possible that French, not British, would
have becomé the arbiters of India. But they were not left
to themselves; their baftles’ were fought at Quiberon and
Quebec as well as at Trichinopoli and Wandewash; and
afterwards France was never able to place a rival armament
Lt in:India, i
Prospests At the time, however, when the challenge was planned,
| ofthe the chances of the issue were  extremely doubtful. ' Had
ARSI rance pursued in the first war, o had Pitt failed to purste
in the second, a vigorous naval policy, the position of affairs
might very possibly have been reversed. As it turned out
it is hardly too much to say that the British entered upon
L1 ithe inheritance which Dupleix prepared.
. Dupleix at | ‘Dupleix had been for some years at Chandernagat on
i Eﬂz;; the Hugli when he was appointed to the leading post of
: | Governor of Pondichery in succession to Dumas, There he
Al artived in 1741, About the time when bhe was leaving
‘Bengal, Ali Vardi Khan, previously Governor of Behar, had
intrigued himself into the position of Nawab of Behar and
Bengal. | In the Carnatic Dupleix found a new Nawab,
Anwatud-din, only just appointed by the Nizam, to the
exclusion of a family which had held the office for thirty
years. A year or two earlier, Nadir Shah had sacked the
home of the Padishah himself. The instability of Oriental
; dynasties, in short, had only just been emphatically and
Vi3 variously illustrated, and the already immense age of the
Nizam pointed to a prospeet of its further illustration in the
immediate future. ) i
o Thel Hence two ideas presented  themselves to the mind of
ik ‘%‘;;‘,:,:f Dupleix in’ close association. If the Europeans gave their
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\Qéﬁli, “doing it they could make themselves the: deter-
mining factor in the rivalries of natives; if the French got
rid of the English they could secure that position for them-
selves, and if they worked skilfully for that position they
would be able to get rid of the English. =Further, although
in the field Dupleix was not adapted for soldiering, he had an.
intelligent perception of sundry toilitary principles whereby
hte formulated the law that the kind of discipline preyailing in
the levies of native princes was of very little value against
the kind of discipline which prevails among the most in-
adequate European troops, while the European discipling
could be imparted to native troops by European officers.

In 1744 France and Great Britain went to war; but the Check to
French and British East India Companies’ Directors at home Fhe,?'“iﬂ‘
were ‘thinking about dividends, not politics, and instructed Bleiat
their officials in India to maintain friendly relations,  Their i
officials in India saw matters in a different light.. Governor
Morse at Madras, and Governor Dupleix at Pondichery, each
meant to use the opportunity for' a blow at his commercial
rivals.  Dupleix, however, had laid his plans: Morse had
not, . The British at the outset found their intention of
marching on Pondichery frustrated by a warning from the
Nawab that they would move at their peril: nor had it
pocurred to any one that such a threat could possibly be
defied.  Dupleix had taken time by the forelock, and secured
the condescending protection of Anwar-ud-din till he himself
should be ready to strike.

This, however, was a merely precautionary mové. At La Bour-
that time, the islands of the Mauritius were a French Naval donnais.
station. . The Commander there was La Bourdonnais, a man
of great ability and energy. Dupleix had been for some time
in communication with him, when an English squadron under
Peyton appeared before Pondichery, prepared to ignore—
from the sea—the Nawab’s prohibition of hostilities. ' But
Peyton had hardly arrived when La Bourdonnais also came
on the scene of action with ships and troops. - Peyton found
Himself obliged to withdraw. La Bourdonnais sailed for
Madras; the Governor made a vain appeal to the Nawal
for the protection previously extended to the French; there




“Fle was no force in the place to tesist La Bourdonnais, an
© Gaptutes September 1746, after a short bombardment,  Madras| sur-
138 rendered. | The Admiral had promised that the town: should

be restored on payment of a ransem; but Dupleix repudi-

ated the terms, declaring that La Bourdonnais thad! acted
without authority, ~ There was a hot altercation, but Dupleix

was in the stronger position: and La Bourdonnais’s ships

were naot in a condition to await the approaching ‘monsoon.

He had to withdraw, leaving some troops, to the Mauritius—

whence he was almost immediately recalled, to be thrown

into prison by way of encouragement—and Dupleix took
possession of Madras, explaining to the Nawab that this

i was merely a preliminary to handing it over to him.

It was not long, however, before Anwarud-din,came fo
the 'conclusion that the presumptuous Frenchman meant
to' keep Madras himself; whereupon he sent his | son | at

' the head of some ten thousand men to compel obedience.
Dupleix Then Dupleix put his theory to the test. (The garrison,
defeats the pumbering not more than five hundred men, sallied ‘out
Nawy " against the Nawab's troops, and routed them. Reinforce-
ments, consisting of two hundred and thirty Edropeais,
and geven hundred sepoys—natives drilled on the European
model, and under European officers——were on their way
to Madras, and again scattered the native levies. ' Quite
suddenly it was revealed that odds of twenty to one were
by no means sufficient to ensure victory against Huropeans
and sepoys in combination,
Defence of | Madras had fallen, and its English. occupants had been
l{}mt .S,:t paraded through Pondichery as prisoners of war, but Fort
Wi% St ‘David, a hundred miles to the south, Was standing.
Two attempts to capture it were, however, repelled, and the
appearance of a small British squadron under Griffin sufficed
. to check active hostilities without enabling the British to
. ' assume the offensive. In June of the following year (1748)
i the attack on Fort St Dayid was vigorously renewed, but
_ triumphantly repelled by Major Stringer Lawrence who had
recently taken over the command, In August a considerable
ficet from England commanded by Boscawen appeared off
Pondichery, and the French port was besieged, | The siege

. g\ : |

forces.
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I VELY manaé_ed, and the defente brilliantly conducted. Defence
Aflter fty days, Boscawen was obliged to withdraw by the of Pondi.
approach of  the monsoon — for the harbourage on the ey
Coromandel  coast was!| quite madequate under these 'con-
ditions. ' The raising of the siege was ‘a triumph for the
French, whose military prestige was now  incomparably -
higher than that of their 'rivals and their interest at the
Nawab's. court proportionately stronger: and the news of
the Peace of  Aix-la-Chapelle 'prevented ''the returm of Pmce of
Boscawen when the monsoons should be over, ' c;:‘ dan

apelle,

One result of the treaty however, was not to Duplerxsand Yed. [
taste." In the' course of the war, the British in America storation
had }aken Louisburg on the St Lawrence from the French : °f“';' gl
and bu_p}erx had ‘to give 'up Madras in' India 'in return T
for the restoration of Louisburg in Canada, |

There was peace between France and England, and  the
" two Companies were no longer at liberty to make war on
each other; both however, wete bent on carrying on the
struggle, and a means of doing so was promptly discovered,

But while the British waited upon fortune, Dupleix created
hig own dpportunity.

Anwar-ud-din had been, as we have observed, appointed Rival i
Nawab of the Camatic by the Nizam in 1740 : displacing a rfr“m:"'.’ e
familyiwhich, in the person of Sadutulla, had begun to rule Nawab. .
ingyro. Sa.du:ul]a had been succeeded in 1732 by his ship./© | '
nephew. Dost | Ali; both had '/ been good and popular
governors and the Nizam had not found it convenient
to interfere. | 'A few years later, the Marathas raided the
Carnatic in force: Dost Ali was killed.  His son, Safdar Ali,
in turih was proclaimed Nawab: | He had two brothers-in-
law: one Chanda Sahib, who was able, popular; and bore a
very high character.  With the connivance of Safdar Ali, who
feared Chanda Sahib as a possible rival, the Marathas attacked
and captured the latter and carried him off to Satara, where
. they held ‘him  to ransom. 'He however, in anticipation of
disturbed times, had 'already placed his family in charge of
Dumas at Pondichery; a confidence of which, as we have
seen, the Governor had shown himself thoroughly worthy.

Then Safdar Ali had been assassinated by the 'other brother~

K



s i faw s the Nizam had considered it time to interfere with a
' strong hand ; Anwarud-din was appointed Governor, and
| Guardian of Safdar Ali's young son, and on the boy’s death
shortly after was formally made Nawab.
Thus, when the war between French and English formally
Dupleix terminated in 1748, Chanda Sahib represented the family of

and Ga dutalla, which had during its power endeared itself to the

Cé’:,:‘;}: population. He himself was deservedly a favourite with them:

but he was a prisoner at Satara. Anwar-ud-din‘was an old

and fairly capable soldier, but was disliked both personally

and 28 a supplanter of the popular house, = Chanda Sahib

was bound by strong ties to the French.  Dupleix con-

ceived the idea of obtaining the release of Chanda Sahib

and establishing him on the throne of the Carnatic: and

as the first step, provided a ransom sufficient to satisfy the

Marathas. :

' King-making in the Carnatic was the scheme by which

" Dupleix intended to accomplish his purposes; but eircrem-

Rival stances enlarged the scope of his operations. Just at this

claimants time the old Nizam Asaf Jah himself died ; whereupon the

mm,f succession was immediately seized by his son Nasir Jaug,

ship. and claimed by a grandson Muzaffar Jang : who affirmed ‘that

the Mogul himself had made the appointment. It was

natural that the two claimants, Muzafiar Jang, and Chanda

Sahib, should make common cause against the e facty

Nizam, and Nawab, while Dupleix could support them under

colour of loyalty to the Imperial Power.  Muzaffar Jang

and Chanda Sahib marched into the Carnatic, accompanied

by a contingent of French and Sepoys under the able French

general Bussy.  Anwar-ud-din was defeated and slain at

AmburJuly 1749), while his son Mohammed Ali escaped

/'to Trichinopoli ; Bussy and his contingent having rendered
invaluable service in the fight. :

Blunders  Meantime the British had been wasting their energics in

s thea futile and aimless attempt to restore the incompetent ex-

By “Raja of the little Maratha principality of Tanjur, in the '

place of his brother the reigning Raja.  The attempt failed,

and the Company gained nothing but the cession of the

fort of Devikota, Nor could they rise to the occasion when

]



essful move of Dupleix ought to have opened  their
eyes to the necessity for prompt and energetic action, They
allowed the fleet and ‘most of .the land forces to depart for
England ; and, in response to Mohammed Ali’s ‘appeal for
their assistance sent him a hundred and twenty men.

.. Dupleix saw that the course for his candidates for office
to follow was the immediate and complete suppression of,
Mobammed Ali; which would then enable thém to cons
centrate against Nasir Jang. But Chanda Sahib wasted
time in a prolonged attack on Tanjur: so that before he
could: move on Trichinopoli, Nadir Jang had himself ap-
peared in the Carnatic with a vast army, joined by a British
contingent from Madras under Major Lawrence.  As the
result of an engagement, Muzaflar Jang fell into his unclé's
hands and Chanda Sahib had to fall back on Pondichery.

| FRENCH AND BRITISH 67\

The resourceful | Frerchman however, at once opened Trtnmph

negotiations with Nasir Jang, in the course of which he dis- of
covered that several of the chiefs were ill-affected towards
" b, With them, he immediately began to intrigue; and
while Nasir Jang layidle at Arcot, made a dash at Masuli-
patam vihich was captured, attacked Mohammed Ali and put
him to flight, and scized the strong fort of Jinji., Nasir ]’ang
was now. disposed to revert to Dupleix’s terms, which in-
volved the liberation of Muzaffar Jang and the recognition of
_ Chanda Sahib as Nawab of the Carnatic : but an engagement
was brought on by the French force marching from Jinii,
which was unaware that the treaty had been actually ratified:

Nasit  Jang was assassinated on the field of battle: and

Muzaffar Jang was again hailed as Nizam, |
This tock place in December 1740, The result was that
» Dupleix’s candidates now appeared to be completely masters
of the Dekhan and the Carnatic; and he himself received the
~official Nawabship from the Mogul, Nor was the position
materially affected by the death of Muzaflar Jang in Jani
‘1750 in a skirmish with rebels on his 'way back to Haidaras
. bad : for Bussy, who was with him, secured the successionto
~ his own nominee, Salibat Tang, whom he accompanied to the
_capital,

Dy pleut s ..
schemes,

Wlth his instinctive appreciation of the effects of display .
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' ‘The turn
of the tide.

Robert.
(Clive.
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en6n Orental minds, Dupleix set up a piliar near the's

| H” where Nadit Jang fell recording his own glories, and _-nafhéd'

the place Dupleix-Fit¢habad—the city of the Victory: of
Dupleix. !

Mohammed Ali however, was again holding Trichinopoli,
and Chanda Sahib marched against him early in 1751, But
the tide of Dupleix’s success had now reached its highest

int, i
p_DA new Govetnor, Mr Saunders, had recently arrived, at
Madras, who was alive to the immense need of vigorous
counteraction to the French. | He dispatched reinforce-
ments to the force at Trichinopoli; but, what was of mote
importance, he gave an independent command to, Robert
Clive,

The founder of our Indian Empire was now in his twenty-
sixth year,  He had arrived at Madras in the capacity of ‘a/
« writer "——i.e. a junior clerk in the employ. of the East India

. Company—at the age of nineteen. At the first outbreak

Capture of
Arcot,

of ‘hostilities, he had volunteered ; when Madras fell, he
escaped fo Fort St David, in the defénce of which, as well as
in the operations against Tanjur, he had shown conspicuou®

bravery and coolness ; and was allowed to exchange  his
writership for a commission in the Company's service.  Now
his opportunity had come. He¢ pointed out to Saunders that
a dirsct relief of Trichinopoli would be vain, but that a
diversion might be effected by a blow at Arcot, the Nawab's
capital. . Desperately audacions as the scheme was, Saunders
resolved to take the risk.  With eight officers, only two of
whom had been in action 'before, two hundred British
soldiers, and three hundred Sepoys, Clive started on his
perilous expedition.  So suddenly was the blow conceived,

so swiftly exccuted, that on his arrival at Arcot the garrison
was seized with panic and evacuated the fort without a
blow. i

The young commander made instant preparations to stand
a siege. The fugitive garrison, far more numerous than his
own little force, rallied and encamped close by,  Chve again
surprised them in a night attack, slew large numbers of them,
and withdrew without loss. :
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: spéc:ﬁc Ob]E('.t was perfectly attained.  Chanda Sahib Defence n{
at. ’I‘nchmopoh immediately divided his forces, (thereby Atios |
affording considerable relief to the beleaguerad troops), in
order to send four thousand ' of them to recover Arcot.

These, with! other detachments collected by the way—in-
cludmg a small’ body of French from Pondichery-—formed
an’investing drmy of ten thousand men: with Chanda
Sahib’s son Raja Sahib in command.  For fifty days, Clive'
with ‘his little force, already much: reduced, held the fegble
fortifications of Arcot. The fame of the hold defence
spread: the native chiefs began to revise their estimates of
British enterprise’ and valour, hitherto painfully low, The
sepoys in the' little garrison shewed. their devotion by offer-
ing'to live on the water used for boiling the tice in order
that the grain might be reserved for lh(. Europeans.  Raja
Sahib, fearing that relief might come, resolved to storm the
place' but Clive was mady. The desperate valour and

:jastivity of the besieged completely foiled the besiegers
after a 'hot contest. | The siege was raised and' Raja
Sahib retired.  Clive sallied forth and again defeated him
at Arni, and yet again, having been at last joined by
considerable ‘reinforcements and by a band of  Marathas,

/ at Kaveripak : presently thereafter razing Dupleix- Fa.tehabad
to the ground, '

The defence of Arcot (1751) was the tirn of the tide, ity
The prestige which ‘had hitherto accompanied the French

+ arms was now matched if not excelled by that of the British. it
A new and brilliant leader had suddenly come to the front,
and Stringer Lawrence was just returned to the scene of
action.  The very able French commander; Bussy, was at
Haidaradad ; in ‘the Camatic, Law of L'Lurcston (of an
exiled Scotthh house):—an admirable subordinate but an
Incapable chief~—was with Chanda Sahib’s forces,

Lawrence and Clive proceeded against the investing army
before Trichinopoli, where Mohammed Ali had purchased by
promises a very unsubstantial assistance from Morari: Rao, wench
the Maratha chief of Gati, and from the Raja—or rather the surrendee
régent—of Mysore.  Trichinopoli was relieved : Law with his & T“‘h"_
armyand Chanda Sahil’s were manceuvered into an 1mp0531ble g
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“position, and compelled to surrender; and Chanda Sahib
himself was murdered. If Bussy had secured the Nizam,
| Mohammed Ali, the British protégé, was at any rate Nawab
of the Carnatic (June 1752).
Super-  Dupleix However, continued to display an astonishingly
_’B’:"’]".“f resourceful activity in carrying on the contest: nor was it
PE% fnally the British, but they of 'his oy household, that
| destroyed him, His imperial schemes awakened no responsive
ardour in the breasts of directors at home; but for his
enormous personal outlay in giving them effect, they would
have broken down long before for want of financial support.
The French East India Company resolved to supersede the
too -enterprising Governor, who returned home in 1754 to
meet with nothing but insult and spoliation ; leaving a safe
commercial gentleman in charge at Pondichery.  Both Clive
and Lawrence returned to England, The two Companies
agreed to interfere no more with native politics, | Despite
these amicable arrangements, the declaration of war between
Britain and France in 1756 caused the renewal of active
hostilities in India in r758: and in the meantime various
events had taken place which were not without influence on
; the course of the last struggle. '
Busyat  Salabat Jang, the last Nizam placed on the throne by the =
Hﬂkltm' turn of fortune’s wheel, had retired to Haidarabad in the spring
“ of 1751, and Bussy had gone with him. The succession
was of course disputed by a brother, who bribed the Peshwa
! (now definitely supreme in the Maratha confederacy) and the
Bhonsla to attack the Nizam; but Bussy's military skill, his
. troops, and his artillery, played havoc with the invaders, who
I were finally conciliated by a cession of territory. Shortly
| afterwards, a similar cession—that of the Northern Sarkars
or Circars, a large and rich district—was made to Bussy
himself for the maintenance of his forces. In 1755, the
'Nizam made an expedition to the south against Morari Rao
and the Mysore Raja, in which Bussy again illustrated the
'+ inyincible superiority of European methods in the field.
| Attempts were made to upset his influence, but they were
| foiled, and in 1757 he was still supreme at Haidarabad., But
' in 1757, Clive also was back in India; not in. Madras, but
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fed with the conquest of Bengal, which placed new and
fmmense resources in the hands of the British Company.

It was generally understood in 1756 that war was so00n o Renewal
be expected in Europe, and the attitude the Companies ﬁ;ﬁma"
would adopt towards each other in India was uncertain, i
Clive, returning to India after a visit to England where he
had been very warmly received, intended himself ‘and wag |
intended by the Directors in London, to take aclive measures
for counteracting Bussy at Haidarabad; but found himself
precluded from so doing by the convention between the
Governors in the Carnatic. Having first, with the aid of
Admiral Watson, suppressed a piratical chief named Angria,
at Geriah on the west coast, he was at the end of the year
dispatched to Bengal on account of ‘the proceedings of the
‘Nawab of that province. During preyious disturbances,
Caleutta and Chandernagar had abstained from hostilities,
but on the news arriving (1757) that war had been declared,

_Clive at once seized the French settlement, Bussy was

not disposed to weaken his grip on Haidarabad in order

to contest the position in Bengal: and hostilities in the
o south) only reached an acute stage with the arrival of
Lally. ' I3
The chances of the French in India depended on two The last

' things—persistence in the policy of Dupleix, and support o

from France on a scale equal to that given to the British by

the home authorities, But Lally was ordered to leave the

native courts alone, confining himself to divect contest with

the British ; while the inauguration of Pitt’s ageressive naval |

policy very soon ensured full ogcupation in the West, for any

ships that could make their way out of French ports; France

was not willing, and lacked the power if she had been willing,

t0. do more than let the forces actually in India win if they

... could. The opposed forces on the spot at the beginning of
{ 1B58 were not unequal; but the French were fighting in *
{ isolation, the British with almost unlimited reserves from

England to bring up if required; and time after time the
- French operations were baffled by the appearance: of an
* ‘unopposed British squadron, '

'\ " Lally arrived in India at the end of April 1753. ' An Lally,



¥z THE RISE OF THE BRITISH POWAN L

AIrishman, born in exile, the son of ‘one of the valiant de-
fenders of Limerick, he had served brilliantly in the armies
of France. . But his valour in the field was counterbalanced

by a disposition so overbearing and tactless that his officers
could bardly keep on terms with him. Many of them were
in a habitual state of practical if not technical mutiny, and

the Natives were enraged by his' total disregard for the senti-
ments  prejudices and principles which were a part of their
being  The labour and the supplics readily provided for the
diplomatic Dupleix were grudgingly and with every. possible
evasion and delay extracted by Lally, . !
. Vet he began successfully enough with an attack on Fort
St Davidy; which, sheuld have been' able to hold out in-~
definitely, but surrendered within a month.  He could not
however, get money from the civil authorities at Pondichery
80 attempted to acquire the sinews of war by compelling  the
Raja of Tanjur to pay moneys due. The Raja resisted ;
Lally was on the verge of capturing the town and burning his
last cartridge in doing so, when a British squadron appeared

Fruatra. off Karikal, at the time Lally’s military base. ' He had to
ton of leave Tanjur, and hurry back to Pondichery, while Y Aché,
Lally's . } i i
plang, ' command of the French squadron with which ‘he- had

i arrved, declined to do battle with the British and withdrew

i | to the Mauritivs. ' ) T

el Lally now summoned Bussy and the troops from Haidar:
abad and the Sarkars to his assistince. Bussy obeyed the
order, and his obedience destroyed the last chance of CANrys
ing out the Dupleix policy. Lally laid ‘geige to Madras in
December ; but there was a sufficient garrison, with Lawrence
in command. After two months siege, Lally was about to
storm;; when once more a British squadron’ appeared on the

/| 8cenes, a panic seized Lally’s troops, and he was obliged to
_.xetire precipitately to Pondichery, leaving many of his guns

~ behind, | (Feb. 1730). L i

/ In this year, Lally paid the penalty for withdrawing Bussy
from Haidarabad, and the officers and troops from  the

: Sgrka_ts-. Ta them he might have looked for the supplies
and the mongey which were not forthcoming in the Carpatie,
| Bussy’s influence with  the Nizam amounted to very little,
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p wrthe great soldier and his forces were at a distance and Captare
in & subordinate position : the Sarkars, instead of feeding the -.Mm s
French, fell a prey to their opponents, | The immense vahie Forde. ©
of that district was apparent to Clive at Calcutta; and bR

. spite of his scemingly precarious position there, he dispatched
Colonel Forde, in the autumn of 1758, with every available W
soldier, on- an expedition’ against: Masulipatam trusting to /)
his own prestige, and his. own unmatched audacity and
resourcefulness, to maintain his position in Bengal. Forde .|
‘conducted his operations with brilliant success, and though
the Nizam at last moved in support of the French, Masuli-
patam was taken in April before he arrived. Consequently
the Nizam, instead of = attempting force, transferred  his |

» alliance to the British and made over formally to them the
territories previously granted to Bussy.

© Meantime Lally, with troops ragged, halfstarved, and more
than halfmutinous, was quite unable to operate effectively in _
_the Carnatic, | Here towards the closé of the year the |
command of the British| was' taken up by Colonel Eyre Fiyre
Coote, a brilliant officer sent down from Bengal by Cliye, Coote.
who Mad recognised his abilities at Plassey.  Coote recovered
 Wandéwash, whi¢h bad been occupied by the French.

Lally'’s attempt to recapture it resulted in the battle of
Wandewash (Jan. 21, 1760) which was practically decisive. Wande- '/

* Coote had under his command rather less, Lally rather more, wash,
‘than zoog Furopeans. There was also 2 much larger body |
of Sepoys and Marathas present, but these took practically
no part'in the engagement,  The fight was well contested
,but the British victory was complete. Bussy himself was

‘ among the prisoners,  One after the other, the French posts
fell into the hands of their rivals. Pondichery itself was

" invested in October, and surrendered 'in January (1761) 5.

Jand although the trading stations were restored to the French
as trading stations when the Peace of Paris was concluded in
1763, they were dismantled and made permanently useless
for military purposes. Twenty years later, in the hour of |
Britain’s worst peril, it'seemed for a moment possible that a
blow might be struck for France; twenty years after that

_ again the shadow of Napoleon vexed the souls of Indian
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‘statesmen; but the question whether France or Britain |
" should dominate India ceased in actual fact to be a question
from the bour of Lally’s final failure.
Fateof = For Lally himself, with his valour, his arrogance, and his
Lally. gyeat talents, France reserved a fate appropriate to the
successor of La Bourdonnais and Dupleix. Slandered by
his own countrymen, he returned to Paris, to be flung into
the Bastille, and later executed with extreme ignominy ; ‘a
doom more shameful to France than even that of Admiral
Byng to England, ten years before,
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éunprm VI
THE CONQUEST OF BENGAL
(Map IV.)

THE wars in which the British were engaged in Sonthern

India for fifteen years, from 1746 to 1761, were
directly or indirectly waged against a rival European Power
Neither British nor French had levied war directly upon any
Native State; in form they had only lent their help toone or

another of rival factions within a State, where the legitimate |

souereignty was in dispute. The primary purpose was the

suppression of a commercial rival: the secondary purpose, -

influence at Native Courts.

In Bengal, however, the situation from the outset was
quite different. The commercial rivalry of French and
British settlements was but an accident in a greater conflict.

Different
nature of
the contest
in Bengal.

R

The British 'as a grievously insulted Power attacked the .

Power which had insulted them, overthrew it in the field,
and found themselves with no alterndtive — even @ had
they desired one—to the substitution of  their own effective
dominion for that which they had demolished. We have
noted already how substantially their conquest aided them in
the last phase of the struggle in the Carnatic : yet in itsell it
was not part of that struggle, but was the first positive step in
the direction not of influence but of dominion,

Between the time of Nadir Shah’s invasion and the
collision between the Bengal Court and the British, the
position of affairs in Hindostan had not materially altered
except for an increased definiteness in the independence of
the provinces. The Maratha chiefs who supported  the

Paosition of | i

the Nawab 1
of Bengal.

Peshwa had marched up to the banks of the Jamna. The

Berar Raja, otherwise known as the Bhonsla, had penetrated
o G ey 75

%




| The
British at

| Caleutta,

The ‘assassina-
tion of Nadir bhah had enabled Abmed K.han_. chicf of the
Abdali tribe of Af'g,hans. to'become Ahmed Shah the king of
Kabul, and, in virtue of incursions which Jed to anocther sack:
ng of Delbi, more or less the acknowledged lord of the
Panjab and Sirhind, © Safdat Ali, Wazir and Nawab of Qudh,
had dropped the functions of Wazir and confined Lis energies
to securing the practical independence of his province, Al
Vardi Khan had made himself Nawab of Bengal and Behar,
and come to terms with his dangerous neighbour of Berar, No
one in Hindostan attached politica] significance to the British
and French factories at Caleutta and Chandernagar ; even the
startling deyelopments of x747-1751, amounting in . the
Dekhan to a revelation and a revolution, had hardly been
recognised in their full importance when 'Ali Vardi Khan
died 1n 1756, and was succeeded by his youthful gram!son.-
the incapable and unspeakable Suraj-ud-daulah.

Fort William, the British scttlement in Calcutta, was in
smgulmly incompetent hands. | In spite of repeated and
pressing advices from the Directors in London, the Governor,

" Drake, had completely neglected the defences of the fort, and,

‘Saraj-ud-
daulah.

" even in immediate anticipation of a Franco-British War made

only the most elementary provision for contingencies ; doubt-

less réckoning that Fort William and Chandernagar would

keep the peace between themselves as they had done before

Suraj-ud-daulah had a singulatly keen scent for treasure;
The breath was hardly out of his grandfather’s body when he
sent from Miirshidabad to Calcutta to-demand the person

. and the property of a wealthy Hindu recently arrived there's

following this up by an order to demolish the fortifications,
By way of reply to a remonstrance, the Nawab. commanded
his. army to march on Calcutta, | Drake and the military
comnmandant stole out in boats to the British 'ships on the
Hugli ; the ships dropped down the river and left the factory
to its fate ; after a brief but hopeless resistance, Fort Willian

The Black was cﬂpturﬂd on July z1, 1956, Then ensued the ghastly

Hole.

tragedy of the Black Hole, The prisoners—-a hundred and
forty-six of them-—were thrust into a room where they had
about two square feet apiece for standmg—room, and nothmg'-
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"ﬁ/‘?{] .grating to let in air. It was in Calcutta and
\\i@vas‘-“"' idsummer. ' When the survivors were allowed to
stagger out in the morning there were one hundred and
twenty-three corpses 'in (the chamber. iy
" Early in August the hideous story reached Madras. Two
months later) Clive and Admiral Watson, fresh from destroy:
. ing the pirate Angria, sailed for Bengal to exact restitution
and reparation from the Nawab: on December 15 they
came with their ten ships to Fulta on the Hugli, where

Drake was lying, The fort of Baj-Baj was promptly cap-The .
tured; on Jan, 'z the avengers were in Fort William, 1::““‘;'1’
A week later the fort of Hugli was taken. The Nawab’s jin =70

troops scattered before them.  Within a month the Nawab
had colleeted his forces, marched on Caleutta, suffered con-
siderably 'from' an assault conducted by Clive (which was
deprived of its full effect and almost converted into a disaster
by the rising 'of a fog), fled back to Murshidabad, and con-
cluded a treaty of restitution and compensation.

" "Wow Suraj-ud-daulah had been possessed with a conviction Intrigues

o y H - of Suraj- |
that 'the Europeans were to be utterly despised; in the . " ah,

course of these two months that opinion had been rudely
shattered ; consequently, while the publicly eringed to Clivey
privately he began to entreat for assistance from the French
at Chandernagar and in the Sarkars. A combined movement
against the British in Bengal might have very serious results ;
and the official news that war had broken out between France
and Britain decided Clive and Watson to strike at Chander-
nagar forthwith. ' In spite of the remonstrances of the Nawab,
they proceeded against the French settlement, capturing it
after a gallant resistance, and securing some five hundred
prisoners (March 23). If Bussy in the Sarkars had been
doubtful 'before whether to listen to Suraj-ud-daulah, . this
success settled the question. There could be no co-operas
tion from' Chandernagar, and his troops would be of more
use in the Dekhan.

To decide on the course next to be followed was no easy The
matter. There were urgent reasons for withdrawing from British -

Bengal and' concentrating troops in the Dekhan for the
coming struggle.  But to do so would involve leaving the
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7= British scttlement again in the hands of the incapable Drake,

and at the mercy of the Nawab, whose promises depended

| for their value entirely on 'the presence of fear, while he

was very indignant at the disregard of his authority shewn

in the attack on Cbandernagar.  How was he to be muzzied,
§0 as to make the desired withdrawal of troops possible?

The practical answer was given by the Nawab’s own

ministers. A monarch so bloodthirsty, so capricious; and

S0 greedy, made every man’s life uncertain. His commander-

 Conspiracy in-chief Mir Jafar, and his chief financial advisers, conceived

s,,?ff;ﬁ‘g.t-tha idea of deposing him and placing Mir Jafar on  the

daulah, throne ‘with British assistance,  Communications were

i opened between the conspirators ‘and the British through

the agency of the Hindu Amin Chand, popularly’ known

as Omichund, It is commonly believed that European

diplomacy consists largely of skilful lying ; Oriental diplomacy

. may be said to discard truth altogether.  The general

| iprinciple which has guided the British in dealing with

Orientals is that of being absolutely straightforward, standing

) fast by every pledge, and securing confidence by force of

et frankness,  The only alternative  course is to accept not

the European but the Oriental standard, and act down to

it. On this one occasion Clive adopted the latter course.

1t is not impossible to find excuse for the theory of meeting

" guile with guile and treachery with falsehood; but imorally

| it-cannot be justified, and its expediency is more than

doubtful in the long run, Sometimes, however, it is a policy

which ‘succeeds. !

. The Red It succeeded now. In the early stages of the intrigue,

‘?F'LB:E‘C: it was only so far called into play that the British maintained

| TR N their correspondence with the Nawab an air of unsuspect-

ing friendliness, while they were as a matter of fact arranging

with  his courtiers for his overthrow.  The hiuge act of

deception was perpetrated in dealing with Omichund,

When the crafty Hindu had all the threads of the plot in

i his hands—when it was in his power to shatter the whole

it scheme by a word to Surajud-daulah~—he suddenly put

' forward the most extravagant demands as the price of silence,.

" requiring their embodiment in the treaty to be drawn up
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n (he British and Mir Jafar. To refuse meant ruin :

~t6 submit to so vast a levy of blackmail-<-considerably over

" a quatter of a million sterling—seemed preposterous. The
(Calcutta Council accepted Clive’s method of solution.  ‘Two
copies of the treaty were made, one of which, written  on
red paper, contained Omichund’s clauses: the other copy
omitted them. The red treaty only, signed by the members
of Council, was shown to the Bengali who did not know
that ‘one signature, that of Admiral Watson, had been de- .
liberately forged on his refusal to set his hand to the fraud,
The other parties to the contract signed the White Treaty
(May 19), the Mussulmans swearing on the Koran fo be
faithful,  Omichund was satified. (A

Then Clive’s tone to the Nawab changed.  He wrote, The gge

setting forth the British complaints, and announced that! he Ofoate
was coming with his men to Murshidabad to take the opinion if
of the Nawab’s couseil or Durbar thereon. After which virtual
declaration of war, the Nawab with his, army moved: down-

#iwards and Clive with his army upwards towards Plassey,

Clive's letter was despatched on June 13, and he com-

' menced his march the same day with his whole force~-1,100
Europeans, double that number of sepoys, and ten guns. On
the 18th, Katwa, with a fort and granary, was reached and
seized, ' ‘Then came a pause. There were rumours of Mir
Jafar’s defection. The monsoon set in stormily. ~Advance

~ meant triumph or annihilation. Retreat meant collapse
There remained the alternative of entrenching at Katwa,
and negotiating with the Marathas—with a risk off, Bussy _
intervening. ~ Clive hesitated for long.' On the z1st he Clive's
called & Council of War, and announced  that his own vote 9Bl |
was against advancing.  Eleven of the council supported E?,‘:,?:;l :
him:  seven, headed by Eyre Coote, voted against hini ]

. Clive retired, and spent an hour by himself debating in
solitude,  The promptings of andacity gained the day:
He rcturned to camp, and simply announced that the
advance -would be renewed next MOrning.

A stream lay on the British front which was crossed at an

early hour.  Messages, reassuring but not convincing, came Arrival at j

from Mir Jafar, The army went forward, reaching Plassey Flassey:
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: ﬁermldmght 3 when the presence . in the immediatd

(With' the early dawn Clive drew up his men; Europeans.in

. the centre, sepoys on the wings. | Facing these wero fifty
| thousand men; of these fifty thousand, how many were going

to ‘fight, how many to desert, how many to stand by and
Wait on events, no one kney, | -
| There were fifty French with the' Nawab »y at 8 o’clock on

(the morning of June 3y 1757, their cannon began, the fight |
. " on which the destinies of Bengal depended. A cannonading.
! Victary of duel was kept up for three hours, and still Mir Jalar made no

| Plnssey. giom, Clive prepared to maintain a defence throughout the

Mir Jafar turned, and were ' chased. over the frontier by Eyre Coote, .
proclatined To  the | general astonishment, the | revolution  was ‘not

wgwﬁb"suqceeded. by 2 massacre; and Mir Jafar must have been |
immensely relieved to find that Clive was carrying out the.

- bargain as if he had fulfilled his own part to perfection,  (On .

o June ‘27th ke was proclaimed Nawab  in Murshidabad, and) '
* the ' British: were virtually lords ' of Bengal, || The ‘hapless |«
| Omichund was calmly thrown over. . The shock, when he

s

day, and trust to darkness and relaxation of discipline in the
énemy's camp'to enable him to make a successful night attack,
But early'in the afternoon, some movefacnt was evidently on

foot| in the Nawab’s army. | Then the French were seen to |
withdraw from their position ; it was promptly seized by a '

British officer, a move which made a general engagement!

nevitable : Clive turned a heavy fire on the enemy’s gung, ./
throwing them completely out of action ; then Kis whole line |
advanced,  The rout of the Nawab was immediate and com.'
plete; so prompt was the flight, that only five or six hundred.
of his army fall, the victors losing but seventy men. The _

- Nawab escaped at speed to Murshidabad; not fCeling safe

there, he attempted further flight in disguise, but was tecog- |

nised, brought back to his capital secretly, and then flung
into prison and murdered by the son of Mir Jafar, = A body

! b
wserbourhaod of the enemy, sipposed to be some miles off, was
— ' discovered,  The British, who 'had had a drenching and
fatiguing march, bivouacked as Best' they might in a grove,

of French troops had been on their way from Patna o, join |

‘the Nawab, but in the light of recent developments they
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) t he had been tricked and was to receive nothing,
tatnéd his brain, | _ |
Although Mir Jafar was Nawab, all power was in the Supremacy
hands of Clive. In the eyes of every native he was ine°f Blive:
comparable, invingible ; his personal prestige was without
parallel. | With a word he might have doubled or trebled
the immense sum allotted ‘to him from the royal treasury;
others of the English received vast gifts ; the compensation
awarded to the Company was ample. |

For the next two years and a half Clive found his hands His
full. Mir Jafar expected to reap the benefits of royalty in 8‘""“"'{
the ordinary Oriental fashion, but the natives found in Clive Eﬁéﬂ? |
a protector not to be trifled with. He restrained the Nawab ; ' -
he quelled revolts almost with a word. He never played
any man false except Omichund, and that single lapse from
rectitide appeared to the native mind so entitely normal
that it in no way injured his repute. About the end of the.
year, an invasion was threatened by the Nawab of Qudh:
but the danger was quelled by the mere approach of Clive,
The task of at once controlling and couciliating the natives
was singularly difficult; bappily the British officers at Cal-
cutta were so far from being jealous of him that when a
singularly clumsy scheme of government omitting him entirely
was propounded from London, they practically combined to
subordinate themselves to their great chief; the Directors
shortly afterwards making the amends for their blunder and
appointing him Governor with many compliments, -

In 1758, Clive despatched to the Sarkars the expedition
under Forde, whose successful course has already been
narrated. . The risk he ran thereby was illustrated  early in
the following year by the reported advance of the Nawab Tavasion
of Oudh in conjunction with the Shahzada, the heir of the 2‘{.,,‘1',‘:, i
Mogul (afterwards Shah Alam), upon Patna, Mir Jafar repelled,
wanted to buy them off. ' Clive would have none of it.  The
Shahzada promised the Englishmen unlimited territory for
his support: Clive declined.  With four bundred Europeans,
two thousand five hundred sepoys, and some troops of the:
Nawab'’s, he marched four hundred miles in twenty-three
days to the relief of Patna which was holding out stoutly.

E
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he Shahzada’s army scattered, and he himself fled.’ Clive
4 accepted as a reward what is known as his jaghir, the' quit-
! yents of the districts granted to the Company on Mir Jafar’s
| accession, :
‘Collision ' This took place about the time when Forde was capturing
B‘\‘t::ge Masulipatam. Later in the year there was to be still another
(PUB: ohisode of conflict with a European power—the Dutch this
time. The story illustrates the idea hitherto prevalent that
the Commercial Companies were quite entitled  to wage war
with each other irrespective of the amicable relations of their
\respective governments. The Dutch' at Chinsura were not
profiting by the British ascendancy, = Mir Jafar, who was
very ill pleased at his practical subordination, entered on an .
intrigue with them : in consequerce of which, a flest of seven
‘Dutch ships from Batavia appeared in the Huaglt in October.
They required a free passage up the river to Chinsura:
Clive, suspecting their purpose and the good faith of Mir
Jafar, was still uncertain how to treat the ships of a pro-
fessedly friendly nation, when they gave him his cue "by
seizing some English vessels, Forde, back from the Sarkars,
i ) attacked the Chinsurd gartison ; on the river, Captain/ Wilson
[ ‘with thtee ships attacked the seven Dutchmen. = Both
| actiond were brilliantly successful,  The Dutch had to sue.
for Clive’s protection against the Nawab’s son who, was
possessed with a natural desire to trample on the tnsuccess-
ful, whom he had previously intended to help; ‘and the
Dutch opposition was terminated by a treaty under which
they acknowledged their aggression, made due compensation,
iy . and agreed to maintain no more than one hundred and
I twenty five soldiers in Bengal. o ]
| Déwartire | This for the time concluded Clive’s sojourn in India. " In
' "ol Clivé, February (1760) he sailed for England, though he was still
' toreturn once more for a salutary if brief visit, e



CHAPTER VIl
TRANSITION

(Maps I and II)

‘ﬁ JHEN Clive left Bengal, and) the struggle between A period
French and English on Indian soil was virtually of transi-

over, the Company had not yet acquired Sovereign rights.
The rulers of Bengal and of the Carnatic were both in
effect the servants of the Company’s Servants; the British
had suddenly taken undeniable rank as a military Power ;
bt technically their lands were held by them as semindars,
t.¢. landholders paying rent to the crown ; and their dominion
was the,,ascenclf_mcy of advisers who can compel obedience,
Both, Bengal and the Carnatic remained in form Native

‘States,  The exercise of the avowed dominion. begins with

the Governor-Generalship of Warren Hastings ; the interval

1s a transition period, to a large extent chaotic, but with the

elements of order emerging.

In the two preceding chapters, we have followed the first

steps by which the British Power was established in India
between 1745 and x5761. Before proceeding to its further
' stages, we have to observe the developments which took
place among the Native Powers during the same period ;
culminating, in 1761, in the crushing blow dealt to the
Marathas by Ahmed Shah Durani, at Panipat in Hindostan,
and the seizure of the throne of Mysore by Haidar Ali,
creating a new and aggressive military Power in the South.

Nadir Shah, the Persian, after his sack 'of Delhi, de: Ahmed

veloped  the worst characteristics of Oriental Tyranny. | A

few years later, he was agsassinated ; and in the rggulting

confugion Ahmed Khan, chief of the Abdali tribe of ans
) il

D“mi.'\ u .‘_\-.i-..' !
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it .pendent monarchy there

For some supersutlous reawn, ha
renamed his tribe During instead of Abdali; in consequence
of which he became known indifferently as Ahmed Shah
Abdali or Durani. Fe led a series of invasions into the

s Paniab and Sirhind between 1749 and 1759 with by no

Pr resy
the

means uniform success, but with the result that the Panjab
became practically a province of the Kabul Monarchy, matead
of the Mogul Emplre

In the meantime the Maratha dominion was mcreaSmg.
‘The Berar Raja had obtained the cession of Orissa, and

‘iiamhas levied chauth from Beogal and Behar. = The Peshwa,

Balaji Rao, secured recognition as the head of the whole.
confederacy, with Sivaji's descendant at Satara for a ﬁgum
head. His armies pushed up to the banks of the Jamna; his
brother Ragonath Rao, commonly khown as Ragoba, marched
into the Panjab, and for a time expelled the Durani Goyernor,
In the South, while Bussy remained with the Nizam, neitber
the Peshwa nor the Bhonsla could operate effectively against
that monarch ; but the withdrawal of the Frenchman 'at
Lally's call increased Maratha activities, and prodvced tha
cession to them of further territories; though when they
invaded the Mysore district, they found their match ‘in

‘Haidar Naik-—alterwards known as Haidar Ali—the Mussul-

man adventurer who had become chief of the Mysore army.

‘Nevertheless, the Marathas’ domain was now so vast, the

dread they inspired so great, that they had begun to count
upon establishing a Hindu Empire on the ruins of the
Mogul dominion. Fortunately, their ¢ hallenge was taken up
by the Durani: the Mohammedan and Hindu Powers met

Tattle of in the tremendous shock ‘of Panipat, The Marathas were

Fanipat,

shattered ; the campaign cost them 200,000 men ; and though
they remained collectively the greatest Power in the Penin-
gula, the danger of their overwhelming predominance was
indefinitely postponed, and rivalry among the great chiefs

* for supremacy within the confederacy was renewed. The

Peshwa, Balaji Rao, died shortly, and was succeeded by his
energetic and capable son, Madhu Rao; whose supremacy

‘howeyer, was less assureds than his hthers had been.,




oo QOn'tie other hand, the victorious Durani made no attemipt
to organise 2 State in the North-West, but retired across the
ntountains, carrying away loot, and leaving behind Governors
to exatt tribute. 1t may here be remarked that a colony of
tribesmen from the Afghan borders had a few years before
established themselves under the pame of Rohillas in the
distriet west of Qudh knewn as Rohilkband as masters of the
Hindu population. The services rendered by them fto
Ahmed Shah at Panipat confirmed their position in Rohil-
khand, while establishing a hostile tradition between them and
the Marathas. The Mogul himself—now that same Shah
Alam whom Clive had dealt with as Shahzada——while his
authority continued to be recognised as Padishaly and titular
head of the whole Empire, was practically without territories
of his own, ot means of enforcing his decrees.

. About the same time Haidar Naik compelled the Raja of
Mysore—a Hindu State which had never hitherto played
‘more than 4 very minor part—to abdicate in his favour; and
‘assumed under the name of Haidar Ali a Sultanate which
his genius rapidly transformed into a great military Power.
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Results of :
Panipat.

Rise of
{:;lidm' \

Alis

" In 1465 Clive, returning to Bengal, obtained from the |

Mogul, then residing at Allahabad, two decrees: one of
them constituting the Nawab of the Camatic independent
of the Nizam, to whom he had hitherto been technically
gubordinate ; the other bestowing on the English as from
the Imperial authority the Sarkars which had been held
gince ‘1750 as from the Nizam, -

Thus in the south there existed four military Powers ; the
British of the Madras Presidency with the Carnatic virtually
under their control: the Puna branch of the Maratha con.
federacy: the Nizam: and Haidar Ali. The sconduct of
affairs by the Madras authorities was consistently incom-
. petent, The Nizam, the Peshwa, and Haidar were 'in. &
petpetual  condition of forming and dissolving various com-

The :
Madras |

Govern-
ment,

binations against each other; the British making treaties with -

one or the other, of which the 'intention was to avoid
'military operations and. the practical outcome was to drag

them into war in support of one or other ally, Nor had



repaid by desertion as soon as the tug of war commenced
even agreeing to pay the Nizam a heavy rent for the S&rka'rs
in spite of the Mogul's decree. | Although the military skill
of ‘the British commander, Colonel Smith, enabled him to
win victories in the field, he was so hampered by the civil
authorities that those victories could never be turned to
account; and in 1769 mismanagement had reached such a
point that Haidar dictated the terms of an accommodation
under the walls of Madras, at @ time when Smith, if he had
been allowed to act, was in a position to 1nﬂ1ct certain defeat
upon him,

By this treaty the British bound l:hemselves to assist
Haidar in case he should be attacked by the Marathas or
the Nizam ; hut when in the following year the Marathas did
attack him, they refused assistance on the ground that the
provocation had been Haidar’s.  The Mysore Sultan had
much the worse of the encounter, and he never  forgave, the
British for what he regarded as a treacherous desertion.

Renewed The Marathas, who had somewhat recovered from the
advance hlow at Panipat, again began to assert their dominion | in

(of the
Marathas.

upper Hindostan about 1769, and two years later restored
Shah Alam to the throne at Delhi,  They then proceeded to
attack Rohilkhand, retiring presently on the promise of a
payment by the Rohillas of forty lacs of rupees (£400,000),
guaranteed by the Nawab of Oudh, who felt himself very
seriously menaced by the proximity of the Marathas.  Out
of this transaction a little later arose the Rohilla war of
which we shall hear in the time of:Warren Hastings.
Outside of Bengal then the positive changes during this
transition period are the development of a new military power
in Mysore, the extension of Maratha ascendancy, and the
decline of the Nizam ; negatively, the check to the Marathas
inflicted by Ahmed Shab, and the diplomatic failures of the
Madras Government, who lost with the native princes much

. of the prestige which had been gained by the overthrow of

the French. i
- We can now follow the course of events in Bengal, and
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inftiiences comie{:ted therew:th in London, which led up’
to the first expertlnmt in' British Government carned out
under Lord North's Regu!atmg Acts. :

Clive’s departurefor England in February 1760 was the signal
for the commencement of a period of grave misrule in. Bengal,
In spite’ of his absence, the military prestige/of the
British was well maintained during the first months by
. Colonels Calliaud and Knox ; Shah Alam having again in-
. yaded ' the country and laid siege to Patna, and being.
thoroughly routed by them. -
_The position at. Calcutta was on¢ offering immense British
temptatlohs to the Couneil in charge. . Clive was gone: “gfem»
three or four more of the most capable officers were withdrawn' meat in
on account of differences with the Directors ;. Vansittart, the Bengﬂl_ |
' Goyernor, though well meaning, had neither the nerve, nor
the weight for anything in :he nature of a crisis, | Uncon- ' |
trolled, the ‘Company’s servants scandalously abused’ their
: pr(’)sig‘.idn_._ They were preposterously underpaid : private trads |
ying had always been looked to, to supplement their incomes,
and they peglected the Company’s intervests for their own,
The Company had trade privileges and exemptions from
duties © the Company's servants claimed those privileges and ||
sexemptions for themselves, and their native agents. The agents
‘behaved as if the Company’s troops were at their begk and
call, exercising every form of oppression in the certainty of
immu_nity-from punishment, . The extortion of presents from
wealthy natives 'was carried to an outrageous extent. The
Couneil, so far from interfering, were the worst offenders ;
Vansittart found only one man, Warren Hastings, who was
disposed to support him in resisting the majority. Mir
Jafar, his treasury depleted by the loss of revenue as well
" as by the extravagant expenditure, was unable to pay the
Council's claims, and was compelled to abdicate in favour of
. his son-in-law Mir Cassim. :
' Mir Cassim, once in power, resolved to free himself from Revolt of
the. intolerable yoke laid on him by the British: but he g'
worked warily. | He privately drilled an army on the sepoy’ i
model.  Finding that he could not enforce the trading duties
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cdgainst the British he removed them altogethor, so that the
British were.no longer at an advantage. By the abolition of
wasteful sources of expenditure, he found sufficient means to
discharge his actual obligations. By 1763 he had immensely

| improved his position, and was then allowed by Vansittart,
despite the protests of Colonels Coote and Carnaoy to fall

Jupon the native Governor of Patna and others, and All his

own coffers at the expense of theits, Matters came to a

. 'head when Ellis, in charge of the factory at Patna, seized

the town, and was in turn scized and imprisoned with his
companions.  The Council declared war on Mir Cassim,
proclaimed  Mir Jafar once more Nawab, and advanced

against the reigning ruler, who was defeated after a hard

baftle, . Mir Cassim in consequence massacred his prisoners

at Patna, and when that place was captured escaped over the

border to Shuja Daulah, the Nawab of Oudh,

Munro’s  Some months later Shuja Daulah resolved to invade
vietory t Bengal, A mutiny among the sepoys was sternly crushed
i by Major Munro, who had the ringleaders blown from guns’:
and later in the year marched against Shuja  Daulah on !

. whom he inflicted a complete and crushing defeat a% Buxary:

or Baksar (Oct. 1764), which he followed up by marching
on Allahabad ; thereby impressing on the Nawab the folly of
making war against the British, and bringing Oudh into “the.

sphere of British ascendancy. -
In January Mir Jafar died, and his son was proclaimed |
Nawab: then, happily for the good name of the British,

. Retum of Clive himself reappeared in May as Governor, with absolute
Clxi"s.“’ freedom of action, only nominally fettered by a Council of
"™ four members chosen by himself, : -
The It was evident that the servants of the Company must

- ’;‘:Egﬁ" either have adequate provision made for them by the Com-

S pany, ‘or must be expected, 'whether with of without per-
mission, to make provision for themselves from other sotirces.
A strong Governor might keep them within bounds ; but there
v .owould be no permanent improvement until the temptations |

. to misconduct were removed.  Clive acted with his acous-
- tomed energy. Orders were issued forbidding the Company’s |
sarvants to receive presents or to carty on private trade,

.".



i€ {gt' e agents were forbidden to trade under eolouy' of
1t pany’s authority, By way of compensation, the
profits of the trade 'in' salt of which the Company had
the monopoly were to be added to the salaries of the
officers. . Evety civilian in Bengal was furidus; but it was
"'mo use to be furious with Clive., - i

The military body in turn had its collision with the Suppres-.

P - sion of the
Governor: with the usual result. = Extra pay, known as military

porary grant after Plassey ; they had grown to regard it as a tion,

“double batta,” had been awarded to the officers as a. tem.

right, ' In January (1766) double batta ceased by Clive's
order. . The officers agreed among themselves to 'resign in
a body on June 1st, demanding the restitution of double.
batta.  They were astonished to find that Clive was quite
prepared to accept all their resignations, re-officer his army,
and inflict condign punishment net only on them but also
on any of the Company’s civilian servants who ecotmntenanced
them, | Ringleaders were placed under arrest and shipped
olt to England. Of the rest, those who wete pronipt to own
their folly, were for the most part reinstated, Clive had
dealt with the crisis in such a manner as to win a victory

not less complete, and not less honourable, than that of

Plassey.

It is to be observed that Clive had arrived intending to
abolish the salt monopoly altogether ; ‘he retained it, that the
profits - might be used in the manner explained. ' This
arrangement was cancelled by the directors: who made an
increase in the salaries, but not o ‘sufficient one. As a
consequence neither  private trading nor the receipt of
presents disappeared, but continued to be abuses for several
years, though not on the same scale as before,

The army in Bengal was also re<organised on the basis of
an establishment of 3000 Europeans, with Sepoys in due
proportion formed in three brigades.

~ Clive’s first reform was in the direction of controlling the Clive

SN RGO i
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Company’s setvants.  The second was the reconstruction of and the

relations between the Company and the Bengal Government,
Hitherto, the Council had imposed their will upon ' the !
Native Government, but had entirely refused responsibility,

e

wani.
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Clive’s.
attitude to
the Mogul,

i\ .M."i.l it ad

Clive now. accepted from thr: Padishah the istamm, |hes the
‘control of ‘the, revenues of the Province. The Company
I 'themselves, were to be responsible for collecting and ad-
‘ministering the revenues, subject to specific payments to the
Padishah and the Nawab, the army being removed from the
control of the latter. | They thus became not only virtual
but. responsible rulers of the country, at the same time
acquiring a source of ample and legitimate reveuue,

In the next place, Clive had to lay down the lines, of
foreign policy. | The first article therein was the recognition

of the Padishali’s formal authority ; the power of appealing
to the Imperial decrees, and so providing the Company with
a legitimate backing.  On this ground, the proceedings of
August 12, 1765, are of special importance,  On that day
Clive met Shah Alam, and received from him not only the

* Diwani of Bengal, but also the cession of the Sarkars; hesides

,obtaining the separation of the Carnatic from the Nizam's

" dominions., | The titles of the Viceroys being held also from

1 Clive
‘and the
Countr)r
| Powers,

the Moguly repudiation of the title conceded by him to the
Company would be formally an act of rebellion on their
" part. '

‘Next, Clive recognised in the Marathas the most formtd~_
able Pc}wer in India; while he was of opinion that the
territories now in the hands of the British were as much as

. they could properly manage. = Further conquests were not to

| be thought of. Consequently the Berar Raja, whose terri-
tories lay between Bengal and the southern British districts,

was to be conciliated ; the payment of chauth was to be
conceded in return for zemindari rights in Orissa,  The
Peshwa was to be balanced in the Dekhan by support of the
Nizam, and Maratha aggression on the N,W., was to be held
in check by the establishment of Oudh as a buffer State.,
By all Oriental precedent, the British after the battle of
Buxar had not only the power, but also the right, to take

| possession. of that province. Instead, Clive reinstated the

“Clive's
achxmc»

Nawab, only the districts of Allahabad and Kora bemg.
ceded and then transferred by him to Shah Alam. ¥

Clive' had returned to Bengal in May 1765 ; he left it
&nally in_ January 1767. In those two years he had_pgi;_
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\\w% the country with a permanent Constitution ; yet it
would Be hard to overrate the value of his services during
that time, He terminated the  anarchy and oppression
which he' found, and would have done so  still more
effectively if his measures had not been in part overridden by
the directors. . He put the Company’s servants in a position

« to learn how the country ought to be governed'; he curtailed
expenditure ; he laid down the rules for the definite foreign
policy which he initiated, the soundness of which is beyond
question 5 and he did it all in the teeth of the most rancorous
opposition and insubordination, absolutely for the public
good, with no sort of advantage to himself, and at the cost
of raising up a host of bitter enemies whose malignity
pursued him to the end of his life. Not his own countrymen
only, but the natives of India, and most among them those
of Bengal, owe an incalculable debt to Clivc, the ! daring
in war,” daring in peace, *fearfully courageaus.” ~

Thc first time Clive returned to England with the laure!s Englnsh
won at Arcot, Pitt had not yet won the lead in English P“l
politics, though the country was already looking to him as P°
its greatest statesman. During Clive’s second sojourn in
India, Pitt and Newcastle had made terms with each other,
and Pitt had already in 1760 raised Britain from the depths |
of humiliation to the heights of triumph. 'Quiberon had

_ beeny won and Quebee had fallen, before Clive set sail from,
Calcutta. = But he had hardly reached England when' the
old king died, George IIL ascended the throne, and his
favourite Bute became a political power,. In 1761 Pitt
resigned and Bute ruled supreme. Bute made the Peace of
Paris, and then the Bedford ministry folowed, with George
Grenville, Wilkes prosecutions, and 'the American Stamp
Act.  While Clive was setting Bengal in order, the Rocking-
ham ministry came in; did what it could to palliate the
harm done by its predecessor, and went out again. Clive
was still in Bengal when Pitt again consented to take office,
was made BFarl of Chatham, and then became totally in-
capacitated by ilkhealth. =~ When Clive re-appeared in
England in 1767, Chatham was still nominal head of




ministry which was carrying out none of 'his plans, habitually
. ran counter to his principles, and was doing everything in
its power to undo all that the great administration of 1187
1761 had accomplished, | Before 1770 when Lord North
. began his long and disastrous rule, Great Britain was already
being ignored ' by Europe and defied by her ‘Ametican
Colomnies. I } -

Attitude, Tt is hardly too much to say that during the whole of
of Parlia- this  period there were in England only two statesmen with
wards Enough imagination to realise either the possibilities or the
Indian responsibilities of our newly born Empire in India, = Those

aflars, two wore Pitt and Edmund Burke ; and to neither of them

was it given to control the policy of Britain.  Had either
been able to do so, the course of events would undoubtedly
have been very different.  Clive at one time certainly con-
templated the transfer of authotity from the Company to the
Crown-—an idea carried out a hundred years later : but at
that time he was reckoning on Pitt being the mian to carry
the scheme through.  Pitt himsell was in favour of it, and
might have done it, but for his bredk-down. Without Pitt,
no one knew hetter than Clive that it was not possibie:
To other politicians, India represented in the main two ideas
=& country where private fortunes could be made with
unequalled rapidity; and a country out of which the
Company could suck revenue like a sponge—and sponges
may be squeezed. The Company should be taxed tothe
utmost for its privileges: and the clients of the CGreates
to whom clients were useful—might at the! worst have
prosperous occupations found for their sons. ' In addition
to ‘which, the Great themsclyes, as well as  their clients,
could arrive at satisfactory understandings with the #“Nabobs?
=~a3 the gentlemen were called who about this time began
returmning from the East with defective livers, and swollen
money bags.

Direstors  The ultimate control of the Indian Presidencies, the
aad Pro- appointment of the officers, and the dictation of policy, lay

™ with the Company’s Courts of Directors and Proprictors /in
London. . The Government' at Westminster collectively
coutld ‘bring pressure to bear on the Company collcctively
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%ﬁiﬁ{ olding or granting military assistance, by threats of iR
challenging the Company’s right to hold territorial acquisi-
tions, by implying that Charters require periodical renewal
and may demand #modification even between renewals,
Individually, politicians might acquire influence by accumulat
ing shares and extending their representation as Proprietors
and on the Directorate, It is obvious that such a state of
affairs gave almost unlimited play to personal preferences,
jealousies and animosities, besides intensifying the normal
desire of any Commercial body as such to show the biggest
possible revenue from year to year.
. 'Thus, when a crisis arose in Bengal so serious that Clive’s Parlia-
return as virtual dictator was clearly the only chance of avert- mentinter
ing a huge disaster, Clive’s party carried the day triumphantly nepo
in Leadenliall Street : but when sucha crisis was not on hand,
Clive’s enemies cancelled a great deal of what he had accom-
plished——very much as parliamentary factionstreated Chatham,
At last, however, the chaotic results of the existing method of
carrying on the government of the Provinces, made a change
absolutely imperative ; and the first experiment in Imperial
censtitutian-making was embodied in North's *“Regulating
Act ™ol xry3.
By this Act the authority of the Courts of Proprictors and North's
Directors was retained ; but the Government of India was Regulating |\
effectively vested in two bodies—a Council, appointed in the ©=
. first instance by Government, and a Commission of Judges.

The Council consisted of five members: the Governor of
/ Bengal became Govemor General and Fresident of the
Council, the Governor and Council of Bombay and of
Madras being subordinated ; but the supreme authority was
not the Governor General himself, but the majority of the
Council for the time being, the majority vote being con-
clusive, Where the vote was even the Governor General had
a casting vote; otherwise, against an advetse majority he was
powerless,  Warre». Hastings, already Governor of Bengal,
was made the first Governor General ; with one experienced
Indian official, Burwell, on the Council. The other three
were Philip Francis-—almost universally identified with Junius
of the Letters=-Monson and General Clavering, who were
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-~ /apparently selected on the ground that they bad ! already
prejudged and condemned the opinions and actions of their

0 President for the future as well as for the past. '
Xi74:1785 | The new #égime began with the amival 'of the Members
of Council at Calcutta in 1774. It was terminated by
. the India Act of 1784. Outside of India these years were
among the most disastrous of the British annals, The war
with the American Colonies broke out in 1775. At the end
of 1777 it turned definitely against the Mother Country,
with the surrender of Burgoyne at Saratoga.  Early in 1778
France took up arms in support of the Colonies. ' In 1979
she ‘was joined by Spain. By land the British were out-
generalled ; by sea they were out-numbered, For three years
~ Gibraltar was besieged ; it was not till the naval power of the
allies was broken by Rodney’s victory of the Saints' that the
i | | country could begin to breathe freely; and before  that
o Britain and the thirteen American colonies had already

i 'been irrevocably parted . g

.‘Iﬂﬁf:'.' !



CHAPTER IR

WARREN HASTINGS AND THE COUNTRY
\  POWERS

(Mags I, ITL, 1V., VIIL)

'ORD NORTH’S Regulating Act did not take effect
< until 1774. Between 1770 and that date events of ™
some consequience had occuwrred in India. | First in time was The
the great famine in Bengal of 1770, which emphasised the E‘f‘“i“?
necessity for a strong administration of the Diwani ; since it bl
appeared that the English, instead of devoting their efforts to
- the alleviation of ‘the catastrophe, preferred to use it as a
means to their private enrichment by buying up grain and »
then selling it at a merciless profit, 4
About the same time Shah Alam put himself in' the hands Further | |1
of the Marathas by accepting their offer to replace him on sdvance \
the throne of Delhi, contrary to the advice of the Caleutta gg;‘:m gl
Council.  The Marathas under Sindhia and Holkar took .
advantage of the position to make themselves masters of the g 1 i
Jamna districts, enter Rohilkhand and threaten Oudh, retiring |
on the promise of a heavy cash payment.  Shah Alam- had
proposed to reward them by the cession of Allahabad, granted
to him by Clive in 1763 ; but, as this was by no means in
accord with the objects for which the grant hiad been made
the British reoccupied the district,
In 1752 died the Peshwa Madhu Rao, who had givén The i
promise of a great career. His younger brother and suc- Peshway
cessor in the office was assassinated nine monthis: later; ™
according to general belief, by the order of his uncle
Ragonath Rao, otherwisc called Ragoba. Ragoba became
Peshwa : but his predecessor’s widow bore a son who was
immediately proclaimed Peshwa, and a Council of Regency




= N-ma Farnavis,
HW’"N“ In 1772, also, the Governotship of Bengal was busmwed
Gomon® upon Warren Hastings, whose abilities bad attracted Clive’s
of Bengal, atténtion in 1757, He had then been made Resident at
| Mir Jafar's court; had been honourably distinguished among
A Ithe Caleutta Council in the evil years for his rectitude and
L E his support of Vansittart; and had subsequently, after an
LR interval in England, held an appointment at Madras.
DSthJ; For some time past, Shuja Daulah, the Oudh Nawab,
sad the had been hankering after Rohilkhand which lay on his North
Kohillas. West frontier. The Marathas had just retired from 4n
incursion thither, and he feared or pretended to fear that
the Rohillas would join hands with that aggressive Power
and seriously endanger his position. The normal popula-
tion of the country consisted of quite unwarlike Flindus;
the Rohillas, few in number but fine soldiers, had not been
in possession for so much as forty years. \According. to
| Qriental international éthics, he was quite entitled to'turn
them out by force of arms if he could : but he wanted the
help of the British, A bargain was in processiof cons
pletion, by which the Aliahabad district was to be transferred
«to the Nawab by the British, and garrisoned by the latter
. o at the cost of the former. Thus a convenient oppertunity
Ll presented dtself for appealing to the British for assistance;
A To obtain that, he was aware that some plausible excuse
beyond mere aggression was needed; and he accordingly
: supported his application to Caleutta with a moral argument
iy and a material one. The moral one bhad just enough re-
: U lation to the truth to pass muster—he averred that the
Rohillas  had been delivered from the Marathas by the
presence of his own army, and the British froops in Oudh,
backed by the payment by him of forty lacs of rupees
(about £ 400,000) which they had undertaken (o repay;
that they had repaid nothing and were intriguing with the
Marathas, The material argument was, that the Company
would be remunerated in hard cash,
.. .The evidence is obscure ; but the fact appears to be that
the Nawab had guaranteed the forty lacs, had not paid it
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kI:ta\{t‘j% i rathas; but had received a first: instalment from

ihe Rohillas who were not unwilling to compound, Hastings Hastings '
however was easily satisfied. The security of Bengal de: SyankEG
pended a ' good deal on the security of Oudh, which would ooy
be very much increased if Rohilkhand and the line of the Nawab,
Ganges were held by the Nawab instead of by ‘a fighting:
. community which might turn its arms against him and
help the Marathas to an entry. 1If the Nawab had a tolerable
excuse, the British would have reasonable  ground  for
helping him. The excuse put forward was tolerable, Then
the material reasons came in. « The Directors in England
were bombarding Calcutta with demands for retrenchment
and money.  Here was 'an opportunity. The army, which
could not be dishanded, would find employment at' Shuja
Daulah’s expense, and there would glso of course be a
substantial cash payment, } _
The bargain was concluded. Forty lacs were paid . to
the. Company, who were to receive a subsidy for maintaining
* tpoops in’ the Allahabad district, They ‘were to send & 1
contingent to help the Nawab in coercing the Rohillas. ' 1
Tiie precaution, the need of which has since been fully
recognised, of securing control to the British commander,
was omitted ; and the coercion was carried out with gross
and superfluous violence. The Rohillag were crnshed, and 1
Rohilkhand became a part of Oudh. On the ground  of Conquest
expediency, there was much to be said in favour of  the of Robilk.
transaction; and its moral gnormity has been absurdly i
exaggerated. | The inducement fo Hastings was particulacly
strong, and it did not occur to his censors in the Company
eithet to restore Rohilkhand to the Rohillas, or to refuse
the price of the offence. Macaulay’s rhetoric bears little U
relation to the facts, except in so far as the reigning Rohilla it
chief happened to be a good ruler. Nevertheless the affair i
was discreditable. | A better case for attacking the Rohillas
should have been required, and a strict adherence demanded
to the rules of civilised warfare, as a condition of the
. employment of British troops. ;
/The Rohilla war was carried through by Warren Hastings in '
his capacity as Governor of Bengal ; and before his appoint-
G / !
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he/ment as Governor-txcneral /the Bombn} Presidency b
o8 seduced into mixing itself up with the Maratha affairs—the
aml (he three Presicencies being at the time independent. _
Peshwa- | Madhu ' Rao 'Peshwa  died in Nov. xyy2: his brother
SHip. Narsian Rao was assassinated in August 1773, when Ragoba
became Peshwa. . In January 1774, Nana, Farnayis and his
party set up a Council of Regency on behalf of the expected
posthunmons son of Naraian Raoj the babe was born in
G April and . promptly proclaimed  Peshwa.  Ragoba however
JLL e obtained the support of Sindhia and Holkar, the Malwa chiefs,
[ negotiated with | the Bhonsla and the Gaikwar, 'and finally
it laid proposals for assistance before the Governor of Bombay.
i Bombay wanted to acquire the neighbouring ports of Salsette
) . and Bassein, but this was at first too much for Ragoba to
agree to.  In the meantime, however, the Puna regency had
bought over Sindbia and Holkar, while the Bhonsla and the
{Gaikwar were in no haste to commit themselves to' either
party. . Ragoba narrowly escaped capture, fled ‘to, Bombay,
' Trenty of and 'in March (1775) concluded the Treaty of Surat, ceding
Surat: Salsette and Bassein, assigning some additional territory, and,
promising an annual cash payment; for which the Britich *
‘were to furnish three thousand troops to aid him. In/signing
the treaty, Homby the Governor of Bombay exceeded his
authority ; as by this time the Presidencies were subordinate
to the Governor-(General and his' Council.. A couple of
Battle months later there was a sharp engagement at Arras in
of Aras. Gujerat between Colonel Keating and a Maratha force ; in
which the British, though severely handled, drove the enemy
in; rout, across the Nerbadda~—whereby the Nizam ' was en-
couraged to give his support to what looked like the, wmnmg
gl side,
i A Maratha war was the last thing wanted at C alcutta ; but
Hastings was aware that Bombay had practically rommxtted
him, ‘and that as it was too late to draw back the only safe
course. was to fight for conclusive victory.  Unfortunately,
. the Council established by Lord North’s Act could over-
Lk rule the Governor-General,  There were four members,
' besides Hastings, and three of them acted consistently
" against him. = The Triumvirate—Francis, Clavering and
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~gquashed (he treaty of Surat, and despatched an o
“Colonel  Upton, to Puna, to negotiate with the
Regency.  The result was the new treaty of Purandar Treatyof
(Poorunder), March 1776, which cancelled the pledges given irandar. |
to Ragoba and retained for the British only Salsette and a ||
contribution towards expenses.
Hastings, was' at daggers drawn with thel Triumvirate s
Bombay was furious with them : and in August, dispatches
arrived from ' the Directors approving the treaty of Surat:
whereby Bombay was encouraged. - _ .
Early in the next year a French adventurer, St Lubin, Complicas
appeared at Puna promising French assistance ;. by this timie tonsab |
Great Britain was in the thick of the struggle with the C:E:t?tgé' -
American colonies, and the prospect .of a French interven-|
tion therein was really imminent ; the Puna Regency received
St Lubin with open arms ; and in the meantime Bombay was
giving ‘an asylum fo Ragoba, contrary to the terms 'of the
Purandar Treaty. = Then came more dispatches from the
- Directors, ratifying the Purandar Treaty under protest, as
being now impossible to 'repudiate except on thé ground
¢of infractions by the Puna Government,  Meantime, | the
Maratha chiefs were quarrelling, and Holkar changed sides ;
while at Calcutta, Hastings at last got the upper hand with - :
his Council owing to the successive deaths of Monson and R
Clavering.  In March (1778), he wrote to Bombay practi
cally authorising war, and prepared to send ‘an ‘expedition
across) India., In' November, a new treaty was made with '
, Ragoba on the lines of the Surat treaty: and then came a
disaster. ;
Bombay wished to have to itself the credit of victory. S0 The
an expedition started from it in December, without waiting disaster of
for the Bengal contingent, But the leadership was in hope- Yargsen i f
lessly incompetent hands; having got within twenty miles of ||
Puna, the chiefs were seized with a panic ; it was only the
brilliant behaviour of the rear-guard under Licutenant Hartley
that saved the force from being cut up; and on Jan, 12 the
disgraceful Convention of Wargam, made with Sindhia, threw
over Ragoba and gave up everything that Bombay had
hitherto obtained, ' A




" France had declared war against Great Britain on be
‘of the American colonies in the summer of '1778; affairs
were going exceedingly ill in the western hemisphere and
the prospect of French intervention in India had become
extremely serious. Hastings was taking energetic measures.
‘Goddard’s for strengthening the forces, and an expedition under Goddard
| mardh. wag o its way to Bombay, which had got as far as Burhampar
|| (about roo miles north of Aurarigabad) with some agsistance
from the Raja of Bhopal, and also from the Bhonsla, when
the news of Wargam arrived, Goddard at once made a swift
march for Surat; covering some 3oo miles in 20 days, and
by his timely arrival preventing any further disaster.  Shortly
afterwards Sindhia, who was now aiming at being the arbiter
among the Marathas and posing to the British as their friend,
allowed Ragoba, who had surrendered to him, to escape fto
Surat. Nana Farnavis required that Ragoba and Salsette,
should be handed over as a preliminary to further negotiations,
Goddard replied by making overtures to the Gaikwar, en-
forced by a military demonstration ; captured Ahmedabad in
February (1780); and dispersed the troops brought against
him by Sindhia and Holkar. Jine
A A little later in the same year, a detachment was sent from
_ diversion Bengal under Captain Popham to create a diversion in the
in Malwa, Northern part of Sindhia’s country, at the timely request of
. the Rana of Gohud; a little principality some sixty miles
from Agra on which the Marathas were encroaching, -
But the sudden and tremendous invasion of the Carnatic
by Haidar Ali in July gave the war a new aspect, and we
. must now turn to the events in Southern India which led up
to that great irruption. _ ) _
_The Throughout the sizties, as we have seeny the government
%"?‘E of ‘the Madras Presidency had been distinguished for its
_ Alifland general incapacity ; and, the close of that decade found both
Madras: Haidar Ali and 'the Nizam very ill’ disposed towards the
" British Power. Matters were by no means improved during
the ‘decade ensuing,- The Nawab of the Carnatic or of
Arcot—to adopt the more familiar title—a singularly worth.
less monarch, was very much in debt to the Company, and
'also to sundry servants of the Company who held security in
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Wy of mortgages on lands ‘and revenues, It seemed
good to him that his coffers should be filled by appropriating
Tanjur: the Madras Government found it reasonable to
support this idea, on the theory that Tanjur might, if treated

“ with sufficiently consistent injustice, become hostile to the

British. = So at the end of 1773 Tanjur was compulsorily
transferred to the Nawab, The proceeding was so shameless
that the Directors in London dismissed the Governor of
Madras, and sent out Pigot, who had previously done good

‘service in the same position, to replace him. Pigot set

about rectifying the prevailing abuses; but in the attempt to
override the corrupt coterie at the head of affairs, he exceeded
his constitutional powers, and was deposed and imprisoned

by the stronger party. He died before the next orders

arrived from London, and was presently succeeded in office
by Rumbold, who appears to have regarded his position
primarily as a cover for the illegitimate acquisition of wealth,
Within two years, Hastings as Governor-General had practi-
cally suspended him, but not before mortal offence had been |
given to the Nizam, by cool proposals to ignore inconvenient
points inthe existing treaties with him, This took place at

" the beginning of 1779 when the convention of Wargam had

just reduced British prestige to the lowest point. Con-

sequently the Nizam devised and set abont actuali§ing the

project of a great confederacy of all the southern Native
Powers against the British. : . _
In the meantime, Haidar Ali had been taking cvery Increasing |
advantage of the Maratha complications. The Marathas powerof
were too much occupied with internal rivalries turning on Ap 0
the contest betwéen Ragoba and the Regency, and with the . I
hostilities: and negotiations with Bombay and Calcutta, b
concentrate against him,  So from 1773 to 1779 he steadily®
enlarged his dominions ; not only absorbing minor prineipal- yof (| i L
ities southwards, but pushing steadily north to the river =
Krishna, ~Angry as he was with the British, he was far too
astute a statesman to allow his feelings to control his. policy,
and made repeated overtures to them, which, however, were
received with extreme covlness. Then came the prospect of
renewed hostilities between France and England, and Haidar
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opmed commumcatxons with the Mauzitius.  In 1778, war

was actually declared.  Hastings issued prompt orders for
the seizure of all French stations. Pondichery was captured;
s0 was Malié on the west coast.  But'Mahé was, in Haidar’s'.
view, uhder his protection ; that protection was ignored by

Anti- the British, and Haidar felt that the cup wasg full. A few
British months later the Nizam made his proposals for' the great

combina-
tion.

Bmam
st bay,

jjoint attack. ' The Bhonsla was to deal with Bengal : the
iwestern Marathas were to deal with Bombay: Mysore and
Haidarabad were to invade Madras, Haidar was prepared
‘to compose his differences.  He had for lohg been building.
up such an army as no Indian monarch had ever brought
into' the field before; suddenly in Jaly 1780 the great
ivasion burst like a tornado upon the Carnatic, _
Thus, in this summenof 1786 it was not only in India but
in every quarter of the globe that Britain' was battling for
bare life.  Since 1775 she had been -fighting her ‘American

‘colonies, in whose favour the tide of war had definitely turned

with ' Burgoyne’s surrender at Saratoga in the endof 1777.
In the following spring France had declared war, and ap-
{peared capable of keeping the British fleets very thoroughly
occupied. By June 1779, Spain had added herself and her
fleet to the anti-British combination, |’ It seemed that there

' was more likelihood of French than of British armamentsand

. Invasion
of the

Carpatic
by Hmdar
! Ah

/ by Lleutena.nt Flint, = At the ‘beginning of Septem

reinforcements finding their way to India. And in India
itself, the only compensation for the bad business of Wargam
had so far been the successes of Goddard i Gujerat and on
the Nerbadda ; while it appeared that owing' to 'the Nizam’s
‘guccessful combmatlons, evety native army in Indm was: 'to
“wbe hurled simultaneously upon the British,

Madras, with the fatuity which marked its rulers, bad made
no preparation for the storm.. The General in command was
Hector Munro, the hero of Buxar——but the energy and .ilbl}ity
he had then shown weré now no longer forthcoming  For
six’ weeks Flaidar and his hordes swept the Carnatic with
“firé and sword, ravaging and pillaging almost to the gates
of ‘Madras, withoat 18t or hindrance save for the splendid
defence of an occasional outpost, such as that of Wan wa«h'

)
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g mnde to tlnlte the rna.m ‘Madras ccdumn undet
; wuh a column fwm the Northern 'districts under
Bmlhc. but| the "incapacity  of the’ commanders allowed

. Maidar to drive ‘a wedge between thetn, cat up Baillie’s

army, and dmre Munro back' bn Madras in precxpnata-- gt
vetreat, X

In other’ ﬁr,lds, fortunately affairs were taking a different
course;  During the summer Popham in northern Malwa
had been operating with success against the Marathas in
that region ; 'on August 3rd he, with his subordinate Bruce,
startled the Indian world and retrieved completely the fame
of the British arms by the brilliant feat of captunng by a The
surprise the all but impregnable fort of Gwalior. ' The effect capture of
on our prestige was immediate and striking ; and the in- bt
fluence on the Confederacy of the change was invaluable

, ‘The Bhonsla had never been more than halfhearted and the Reaults; |
Nizam was aln.ady half repentant. Beyond this, the capture

‘Smdhw.s .mercy, when by the daring counsels of Bruce a
" sudden attack entirely reversed the position, and Smdhm’
. army: wa.s completely routed. )

had a most important strategical result, inasmuch. as it at
oice Wwithdrew Sindhia from the south to take care of his
own dominions, Goddard’s earlier operations had suceess-

Tully sepmrated the Gaikwar from the Confederacy, so that |

now the Bombay forces had only the Regeney and Holkar
to deal with, !
This was particularly fortunate, as the affairs of Madeas | At
demanded every rupee and every man that' Bengal could |
provide, and Bombay was' left entirely to its own resources.
The ' Governor,' Hornby, displayed a  seasonable energy. it
Before the end of the year the Konkans wete cleared of the -
enemy by Hartley (who had almost saved the situation at
Wargam)' and Goddard. ' In the spring the' British. met with
areverse i aitempting to attack Puna, the credit of which

el to H,dlkar, but this was ceunterbalanced by another
" success in the north. Popham had been inexplicably supet-

seded. ' In April his successor appeared fo be practically at

]

|
(Y
o

i _Smdhla‘ whose' hosnhtyt to the British bad neyer been




serlously, and beg&n to look to dlp]omacy as the means to
. recover his lost ground. The Bhonsla some time before had
come to a private understanding with the British, and was
helping rather than hindering Hastings in sending a force
overland from Bengal to the Carnatic, In short, after April
1781 actual hostilities with the Marathas practically ‘came to
an end.
In the Carnatic, however, the war with Haidar Al con-
tinued to rage. = On the news of the irruption and of Baillie’s
Eyre disaster, Hastings acted boldly and vigorously. = Sir Eyre
%}’fjjﬂ‘: Coote, the victor of Wandewash, now a member of Couneil
and in supreme military command, sailed from Calcutta for
Madras, which he reached in November 1780, and the old
Sultan of Mysore knew that he had a great soldier matched
against  him, Coote was scandalously hampered by the
incompetence of ‘the Madras authorities and the want of
supplies ; nor was it till June that be wasable to take the
offensive.  In three months from  July 1st, Coote was
victorious in three engagements—at Porto Novo, at Pollilar
(the scene of Baillie’s disaster), and at Solingazh, neas
Vellur. In June a.new Governor, Lord Macattney, amved
at | Madras with news that Holland had declared war on
England ; and Macartney, conscious of the uses to which
the Dutech ports might be put under the circumstances,
suceeeded in raising an additional force, which captured :
Negapatam in November, and Trincomali in Ceylon in
Jinuary,
Impmved Thus in the fifteen months since Baillie’s dlsaqter the
f pﬂs!tm position of the British had greatly improved. © The Bhonsla
Sou‘tlhm had definitely withdrawn from the Confederacy.  Sindhia
y was' conducting negotiations on the basis of the Purandar
treaty ; the Dutch declaration of war had been converted to
. the advantage of the British; and Haidar Ali, though not
expelled from the Carnatie, had more than found his mateh
whenever it had been possible to force an engagement.  The
cutting up of a detachment under Colonel Brathwaite was
counterbalanced by a disaster to, Haidars forces on the
Malabar coast, followed by the revolt of the principalities




Britain’s enemies were stﬂl facmg her on equal terms hy
sea y and 'a French fleet, and French troops under| Bussy,
were 'a very imminent danger. Already a squadron under
D'Orvés had appeared, ‘which, with a ' more capable ‘com-
mander, might have completely paralysed Coote.  Fortunately
it had retired, and the British squadron under Hughes was
now a fairly strong one.

Hardly, however, had Trincomali been taken when a Suffren =

new French squadron arrived, under Sufiren, perhaps the best
naval commander France ever produced. Four times in the
course of the year the two. squadrons met and fought stub-’
bornly, © In none of the four fights could it 'be saic that
cither side had inflicted defeat on the other,  But Suffren
was enabled to throw reinforcements into ‘the Carnatic and
to | recapture Trincomali, while the  operations by land

praduced little advantage to either side. At the'end of the |

year Coote's health broke down completely ; but to counter

balance that, Haidar Ali died at the advanced age of eighty, Death of
lcaving his son Tippu Sahib to succeed him;  This turned "‘“dﬂ

the scale as concerned the Marathas. | The Puna Govern-
_ ment, which had hitherto held back from finally committing

itself to peace, signed the proposed treaty forthwith. The
arnval \of Bussy at Gudalur or Cuddalore early in the year,
its investment by a strong British force under an incompetent
commaneler, the return of Suffren on one side and Hughes
on the other, pointed to a crisis in which the odds were in.

favour of the triumph of Bussy and Tippu, when the 'main With-
hostilities were suddenly terminated by news of the peace d;&:’a'

between France and Great Britain.

/Tippu was now the sole open antagonist left. He was on
the Malabar coast, and Colonel Fullarton was sent to operate
in Mysore, which he did with great success until the Madras
Goyernment, in the exercise of its recently habitual functions
as the evil genius of the British Power, chose to negotiate
with Tippu, and to order Fullarton to cease hostilities and
abandon  his conquests. ' The cabal against Hastings in
England 'had by this time gained the day, and the great




overnor-General was unable ‘to compel the obedien
the Madras Government.  Tippu succeeded in making it
appear that the British had sued to him for peace. The
Madras ‘Government succeeded in making it’ appear that
they would submit to any ignominy for the sake of coming
to terms. i \
Trea}g Peace was finally concluded with Mysore on the basis of
With & general restitution of conquests. ‘The struggle with: the
TipPR Marathas had concluded with the resignation of Ragoba's
¢laims, and the restoration of territories as they were before
the Purandar treaty.
The  The only addition to British territory in India made in
i J:f]’c‘;‘gcﬁ the time of Warren Hastings was that of the zemindari of
lwamn Benares, coded by Oudh.  But it was the genius of Hastings "
Hastings, which mainly saved India at all in a period of extraordinary
| peril. = His own policy was one not of extension or aggres-
A sion, but of consolidation and coneiliation, "War was forced
upon him by the blunders of Bombay and the blunders of
| ‘Madras, Whet he had to fight, his plans were ‘laid with
" equal audacity and skill, for he knew that in  India he
| must fight to win. The disastrous errors of Bombay weic
. redeemed by the brilliant audacity of Goddard’s march across
the peninsula, ‘and the no less brilliantly conceived and
"executed movements of Popliam and Bruce in the north.
The folly of Madras brought the Southern Powers upon us
| in a mass at the time when half Europe was attacking us in
the west; the skill of Hastings broke up the confederacy by
detaching the Bhonsla, neutralising the Nizam and flattering
'Sindhia. « Thwarted at every turn, sometimes by the in-
| capacity and quite as often by the insubordination and
rancorous opposition of subordinates and colleagues, he
nevertheless maintained the position in India against
enormous odds, whilst his enemies made him the mark of
every species of obloquy and misrepresentation at home, | In
| s conduct throughout the Maratha and Mysore wars, his
| ‘worst enemies can now hardly find apportunity for detrac-
tion.  Inm the next chapter we shall examine that portion of
his public career-—his administration in Bengal—-for which
he has been most severely censured. e e



CHAPTER X

WARREN HASTINGS, THE (,OUNCIL AND THE
GANGES PROVINCES

(Mfzjls‘ 4 and IV.)

THE acceptance by Clive for the Company o. the Bengal Lack of |

Diwani in return for an annual payment to be made to ;’]’f:“;s“ !
the Padishah, failed of the intended effect after Clive's de- Benga:'
parture. | ‘The Company’s servants in Bengal had not them-
selves the knowledge and experience requisite for organising
a revenue department, and the authority was placed primarily
in the hands of a Native, Mohammed ~Rheza” Khah, with
Native revenue collectors. A little later, British collectors
were a.ppumtcd to| superyvise ‘the natives; but instead of
supervising they practically worked with 'the Native sub-
ordinates, to their mutual pr:vate profit, and the loss of the '
Company. It was with the intention of remedying this state P
of things that Warren Hastings was madeé govertnor of Bengal - i
inl 1772, being then forty years of age, “For the past two
years, he had been rendering excellent service in Madras,
after an interval of four years spent in England.

The rule of Hastings falls into four periods, Tn the first Fuur‘ '
penad he was Governor of Bengal, and supreme in his Fs o the AEH A
provinée, | This lasted from April 1772 to' October 1774: of Warren
In that month, the néw members of Couneil and the four Hastings.
Judges reached Calcutta, and the system devised under Lord
North'’s Regulating Act came intoforce.  From that time until
Monson’s death in Sept. 1776, Hastings was systematically
over-ruled by his' Council, nor did he definitely recover
control until the''death of Clavering, a year later, 'From
1377 to 1782 he held the suptemacy, though with ‘4 somie-
what uneertmn tenuze, and again from that time to h:s




departure from India the ‘attitude of the Directors atf home
enabled his opponents in India to thwart him at every
tum. il
Hastings | In ‘the matter of the Diwani, Hastings took prompt and
and the effective steps. | Under the existing conditions the soil was
Diwanl; iiifod by the zyeds or peasants, paying rent to the semindars
or landholders, who in turn paid a tax or rent to the Govern-
ment, | Between zemindars and Government collectors, it
was certain that the amount which reached the treasury was
Al not what it ought to have been; but the data for a new and
sl sound assessment were insufficient, = Hastings adopted the
i plan of putting up the land to competition—making the
highest bida rs zemindars—for a period of five years. Control
of the department, now made more simple by definiteness, was
trapsferred from Murshidabad to the Company's headquarters
at Calcutta. At the same time, courts of justice with
European magistrates were established in each district, with
a court of appeal at the capital. In connection with these
reforms, Mohammed Rheza Khan was removed from office,
pending inquiry into various charges of peculation which had
been brought against him, by order of the Direclors; who
were ready enough to attribute the deficiencies of revenue to
fraud in a Native. The charges were energetically pushed
by the notorious Nuncomar (more correctly Nanda Kumar)
a high-caste Brahmin who had acquired much power, and
wished to supplant the Mussulman ; but the completion of
the new arrangements preceded that of the investigation,
when Mohammed Rheza Khan was cleared of suspicion.
Nuncomar however had in the interval succeeded in obtaining
for his own son the post of manager to the Nawab's house-
hold, or more accurately the household of the Mani Begum,
widow of a former Nawab, to whose care the infant ruler was
entrusted.
The new  Im October 1774, the new members of the new Couneil
Members reached Calcutta.  Without delay the Triumyirate-—Francis,
of Councll, Cjavering and Monson-—proceeded to set themselves openly
. against Hastings and his loyal supporter Barwell They
condemned everything Hastings had done—the transfer of
Allahabad to Oudh, the Rohilla war, the presence of British
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Oudh, and the new revenue arrangements. They
withdrew the Resident placed by Hastings in Lucknow, the
Oudh capital, and sent a nominee of their awn in his place. ' '
They even demanded to see the private correspondence
between the previous Resident and’ Hastings. ! :

In January, Shuja Daulah died, and was succeeded by The
Asafud-Daulah,  The Begums—Shuja Daulah’s mother and g':;”ﬁﬂ
widow——claimed not' only an immense proportion of  the Uudil: T
late Nawab's accumulated treasures, biit also the revenues of Nawab.
large estates, under a will which was not! produced. There
were no documents to support the claim ; even if there had
Leen it is more than doubtiul whether the depletion of the
State treasury involved could have been regarded as legal,
while its inexpediency was patent.  To support the claim of
the Begums was to cripple the Nawab. But it was the aim
of the policy of Hastings, as it had been of Clive’s, to
strengthen the Nawab's Government 5 his vehement opposi-
tion, to the Bégums was enough for the Triumyirate. They
were the majority ; they compelled the Nawab to submit;
they guaranteed the property to the Begums on behalf of the
Buitish 3 and on the plea that Shuja Daulah’s death cancelled
obligations entered upon to him personally, they required the
cession of the zemindari of Benares and an increase of his
subsidy on pain of withdrawal of the British troops.. As the
Nawab's own troops were in revolt for lack of pay, and the
Begums had all the money, Asafud-Davlah was wholly
dependent on the'British troops for the maintenance of his
throne, and had no choice but to submit. The responsibility
for thege transactions lay entirely with the Triumvirate, Hastings
beirig at every point opposed, by them ; but technically the
Trivmvirate’s doings were the deings of Government.

The next move was a personal attack upon Hastings.  It5 The
interest is, strictly speaking, more personal than political, but attack on
it looms so large in the pages of historians as to demand full Eiratings
relation. For it has, in fact, been used to: blacken the '
characters of Hastings and of the Chief Justice Impey, very
notably in Macaulay’s Essay, whereas the investigations of
later judicial enquirers show conclusively  that no real
reproach attached either to the one or the other,
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San | Tt had become evident, from the moment of the Trinm-
") yirate’s arrival, that they were prepared to welcome any sort
of evidence which would tend to' diseredit the Governor-
. General and to shelter his accusers. | CHarges against him
of having received gratifications—otherwise called bribes-«
Nun- began to ‘appear before the Council. Nunecomar, whose
‘i"-‘ma"l_s enmity towards him dated back as far a3 1764, came forward,
SHATBES with a string of charges and documentary, evidence of gross
corruption, including what. purported to be' a letter written
by the Mani Begum which referred to bribes in connection
with the guardianship of the young Nawab: The signature
was doubtful ; the Begum repudiated the letter: the seal
appeared genuine, but a perfect counterpart was subse-
quently found among Nuncomar's effects. = The Triumvirate
demanded  that Nuncomar should be heard before  the
Council. Hastings declined entirely to preside at his own
trial, refused Nuncomar a hearing, but offered to submit the
charges to a Commitiee. Thrice he hroke up the Council,
and on his retirement with Barwell the rest carried on the
sittings, . At last he resolved on a counter-stroke, indicting
Nuncomar for conspiracy.  The Council ostentatiously teak
Nuncomar’s part, i
Mohan The upshot was doubtful enough, when a dews ex maching
Persad. appeared,  For years a legal feud had been carried on with
. Nuncomar by a native named Mohan Persad. 'The estab-
lishment of the new High Court with its English Judges and
- English law presented an unlooked for opportunity to this
5 man’s legal adviser. The Brahmin was indicted for forgery—
2 a minor offence in the eyes of the Hindus, but a capital one
at that date in the view of English law. | Nuncomar was
tried before the full court, found guilty, ‘condemned and

executed. : i
The There is no shadow of evidence that the trial was con-
eﬁw‘i?ln ducted otherwise than with absolute fairness. The Judges
comay, WErE unanimous ; nor is it disputed that the evidence was
. conclusive.  The propriety of the sentence can only be
40 questioned on the ground that it was in accord not with
Hindu but with English law; but that fault belonged to the
(constitution of the Court.  There was sufficient reason. for
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Codncil to obtain a respite in order to refer the matter = ]
to England; but when the Triumvirate, the friends of
Nuncomar, refused to move, it was hardly to be expected
that Hastings should go out of his way to protect his own
énemy, Nor is there the faintest evidence that Hastings
had pulled the strings which set the trial in motion. The
circumstances are fully sufficient. to account, without any
imputations on the Governor-General, for Mohan Persad’s
action; the charge was brought by him with a vindictive
intent, when he realised how much heavier the blow would
be in consequence of the establishment of the Supreme
Court, Hastings  himself made oath that he had neither
suggested nor encouraged it. But it fell so pat-it, so
completely served the purpose of wrecking the attack on
Hastings—that the mere human tendency to disbelieve in
convenient coincidences remains as a sediment at the bottom
of the otherwise empty cup of evidences against the Governor:
Geperal.
* 'With Nuncomar’s death, the case against Hastings col-
lapsed completely.  This took place in June 1775 In the Al
zevious March, when the discussions in the Council were| ot
raging, Hastings had written to his agents in England '
authorising them to lay his resignation before the Directors,
if his conduct in regard to the Rohillas and Oudh were
censured,’ In May, he had retracted this authorisation;
nevertheless his resignation was subsequently submitted, by
his agent in England, to the Directors, and acted upon by
them.

For the next twelye months, the struggle between Hastings The
and the majority of his Council continued ; his arrangements s“‘ﬁgle _
establishing district courts of justice were cancelled, and the %%’ani& :
jurisdiction was restored to the Nawab’s officers; Mohammed |
Rheza Khan being reinstated to that end, « The difficulties
of the Bombay Government with the Marathas narrated in
the previous chapter ‘at this time offered the principal
problem, the Surat treaty having taken place while the
Nuncomar affaiv was in progress, and that of Purandar in
the March following.  Much of the Council's time wasialso
occupied in conflicts with the Supreme Court, to which we
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shall presently revert.  Monson’s  death it 177 e
Hastmgs predominance in the Council, and in the followmg
year came, the information f{rom London that the resigna.

- tion of Hastings had been accepted; that a Mr Wheler was
appointed to take his place, and that Clayering was to act 'in
the interval. Hastings repudaated the resignation ; he and
(lavering issued antagonistic orders to the M]htary, who
supported Hastings, and each claimed to act as \Governor-
(General ; finally the question was referred to the arbitration of
the ]udges, who unanimously decided in favour of Hastings.
Shortly afterwards, Clavering died ; Hastings was confirmed
in his' office by the Directors and Wheler arrived to take
Monson's place, the fifth seat on the Council being filled by
Eyre Coote as military member.  The re-establishment of
Hastings was probably in part due to the disastrous turn of
events at this time in America, which made the maintenance

! of a strong chief in India the more imperative,

Hastings  The change inaugurated the third phase of Hastings's
dominins, Governorship—the second after he became Governor-General.
“ It is necessary to observe that broadly speaking, bis rule
coincides in time with 'that of North’s ministry in: England;
Burgoyne’s surrender at Saratoga corresponded with Claver-
ing’s death at Calcutta: from that time till Rodney’s victory
of The Saints in 1782, the war by sea and land went steadily
against the British, and Hastings was not only left to his
own resources in combating the coalitions of Native Powers,
but was expected to find profits for the Company to pay in

to the Treasury,
Two' reforms he was enabled by his newly acquired
The superiority in the Council to carry out.. The first was the
Rg:"“" establishment of a Board for the systematic exarninatioh of

ard
: land tenures, and for the provision of a sound basis of
‘assessment—a matter of the utmost importance, where the
Government revenue 1s in the main derived from land. = The
second was the reconstruction of military arrangements in
The Qudh-—the first example of the “Subsidiary Alliances " which

Subsidiary [ater developed into an immense instrument of ascendancy.

1AnCE 1 nder treaty, the Oudh Nawab was bound 'to maintain an

with
Oudh, army for the defence of the Ganges provinces :' assisted by a
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\‘:y‘ of the Company’s troops. [t was now arranged that the

awab should have an army drilled, officered, controlled and
paid by the Btitish, who in retum were to have the revenues

of certain districts allotted to them for that purpose:  Systeny

atically applied, it is easy to see that such an arrangement

would have far-reaching effects, practically turning the Native

ally into a protected instead of an independent State, while

in effect ‘adding the allotted districts 'to the Company’s

territorial possessions.

Now also Hastings was enabled to deal with' one of the
most serious problems created by North’s Regulating Act—
the position of the Supreme Court,

From the outset this was a most extraordinary anomaly.

The device of a Council ruling by a majority vote was The

gufficiently strange; 'but on to this North had tacked 't‘“":fm"'

High Court, consisting of four judges to administer the law, '

without defining the relations between ther and 'the Council,

. The Court then declared that its members were responsible 1) 11
to the Crown at home, and to no one else, though they were: Rl
acting in 'a country where professedly the Nawab ' was sl
sovereign, subject to a sort of undefined allegiance to the
Padishah ; while the de faclo ruler, controlling the military
forces, which are the ultimate sanction of every govetnment,
was the Council. | The ' Court claimed the xight of haling all Contest
cases ‘before itself, constituted itself a general authority for between
hearing and deciding on all complaints, and refused to recog- ;‘:’ "E";‘:"J.‘
nise any superior authority., The Company's servants' up- Council.
country, and the zemindars, found themselves liable to be
dragged down to Calcutta every time that it suited an
honest or dishonest person to make a charge [rivolous,
frandulent or genuine, Such a state of affairs was manifestly
intolerable.  Hastings at an early stage endeavoured to urge
upon Lord North the need of terminating it by the definite
assertion of the sovereignty of the British Crown in the

' Coempany’s territories ; 'but North was not the man to carry

out such a scheme. ' At last matters reached such a pitch

that Hastings, despite his personal friendship with Impey,

was forced to join with Francis id asserting the authority of

the Council 5 the process of the Court was disregarded by

H ' i
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‘otder of the Council, backed by the troops; the Court issul"
writsy sammonses, and  fulminations Jagainst the Couneil and
its abettors, who ignored them. ' The remedy was deyised

. by Hastings. i
Hastings's | The Council had seen fit to restore the Nawab's criminal
[ Uarrange- jurisdiction in the districts of the Provinces, the civil and | |
mat fecal jurisdiction being combined in the hands of the Com-

pany’s revenue officers, Hastings now separated thel civil

and. the fiscal; established civil courts in the districts, and

transferred the appeal, which had lain to the Council, to &

Court of Appeal—the ! Sadr Diwani Adalat”-—in Caleutta,

and offered the position of chief in this couxt and general

supervisor of the system to Impey as an officer under the

Company.  Impey accepted, the deadlock was removed, and

it was immediately found that the new system promised to

work very satisfactorily, = Hastings has been charged  with

giving, and Impey with receiving a bribe., But the plain

fact is that 2 compromise between the two rival authoritics

was the only available method by which cither could escape

without diseredit from ‘an impossible situation, and the
compromise was acted upon loyally and judicirusly,  aidl

entirely to the public advantage. i
TR Gl Two more episodes of his Govemor-Generalship! were

Uy afterwards ‘used against Hastings with great effect, and do,
as a matter of fact, illustrate the great difficulties of his
position and the undesirable expedients which he was forced

to adopt-—not in any sense to his personal advantage, but to

‘obtain the funds without which the position in India would

' have been untenable, « These are the affairs of Benares and

. of the Oudh Begums. .

| The | Beénares was transferred to the British on the accession of
j BI::}R of Asafud-Daulah, which in effect meant that the Raja of
Benatss- panares paid a tax oy tribute to the British instead of to the
| Nawab. The title of Raja does not imply independence ;
' there is no precise European equivalent; it was borne both
ik by independent ' sovereigns and by vassals of fthe ‘great
potentates. The Raja of Benares held his province by a

I'sort of fendal tenure analogous to, but niot identical with, the

| tnedisval tenures of the West, Thus it is clear that while



_I'NGS-'ANID'GANG'ES PROVINCES 1{5 :
s ordlnary mrcumstanceq he was' liable for the amount '
of hig tribute or rent and no more, he was also in time of
war, ‘or under other eeraordmary conditions, liable to be
called on for additional contributions by his superior, the
rights having been surréndered by the Oudh Nawab to the
British. | It was a matter of course in the East that any
vassal thinking himself strong enough to tesist such claims
should do so; but so fat as the term ‘legal is applicable to
rules depending for their enforcement mainly on the relative
strength of the individuals concerned, the claims to extra:
ordinary aids were legal,

Now the Raja, Cheyt Singh, was quite strong enough to Hasi_mgs i
have resisted pressure from the Qudh Nawab ; pressure from and the o
the British was another matter. ' In 1778 I-lmtmgs, embar- Ra;a.
rassed by the financial strain of the Maratha troubles, } b
demanded anextra contribution of five lakhs—=.£ 50,0004 1100
from Benares. o This was paid.  The demand was renewed |||
next year, and again paid, but only after much delay.  Then
ifa contingent of horse was called for, but not provided ; and
the ‘suspicion grew very strong that between Haidar Ali
fuicl the Marathas, Cheyt Singh thought the British wete
sufficiently deep in difficulties to warrant him in an attempt
to throw off the yoke. Hastings, on the other hand, con-
sidered that the utmost severity was needed in dealing with
any sort of recaleitrancy under such conditions, and that the
Raja might very well be compelled to pay heavily, to the
advantage of the Calcutta coffexs. = Therefore, instead of
modifying 'his demands, he ordered Cheyt Singh to' pay a
fine of fifty lakhs, and proceeded to enforce the demand in
person, entering the Raja’s territory with what was, under
the ecircumstances, a very small escorti |The Raja was
placed tnder arrest in his' own capital; thereupon  his The
soldiers rose and cut up the sepoys; he hinself escaped to Biﬂ’::z
one of ‘his fortresses ; and Hastings had to effect a rapid gigp,
withdrawal to Chunar, a few miles down the river,  From
thence be conducted operations and carried: on  business
with = extraordinary coolness and ' yigour. The  nearest

?cachments of troops were ordered up, and Hastings was
1u ky in having Popham to command them. ' The district
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"had broken into a flame, but! it was ‘quenched with great

158 ‘O THE BRITISH PO

promptitude. and skill.  Cheyt Singh fled to Bandelkhand,

and a new Raja was set up, whose family still hold the
position. . It was while at Chupar that Hastings carried on

' those negotiations with Sindhia which. led definitely to the

The Oudh
Begums.

‘Maratha's adoption of a friendly policy. Sl

‘At Chunar also the Nawab of Qudh came.to ‘see Rimiy
Hastings wanted money from the Nawab, whose subsidies
were much in arrear, and Asafud-Daulah took the ophor-
tunity to point out that while he bad none, the Begums had
plenty which really’ belongéd’ to him, It was only | the

/| British who .prevented him from claiming his own, and if he

did claim it, and get it, the Brisish could have a share. | It
was true that the British had guaranteed the Begums their
jaghirs or estates: but this had been done in despite of
Hastings, and there was a plausible case for maintaining that .
the Begums, by fostering the Benares ingugrection and acting
against the British, - had forfeited. the support promised. .
Hastings was ' quite satisfied with the argument, which

|| afforded fair justification for withdrawing British protection

from the Begums ; but he went further, ordered  the Naweb
to seize forcibly not only the jaghirs, but also the treasures

in the palace of Faizabad (the abode of‘the Begums), used:

_the Company’s troops, and sanctioned, a severity and &

'._.'H'Wsrren
oo Hastings s
i1 eiples and

chaxacter.:

violence in carrying out the programme of compnulsion which

“.were an outrage to HEuropean ideas though mild enough
| according to Oriental practice. | The Begums, however, were

granted an abundant pension, while the Nawab was enabled
to pay up his arrears. |

Hastings acted with his eyes epen; he reckened on being
held up as an object of horror to the British. public; and he
accepted the obloquy for himself that the State might have
the gain. , In the case of Nuncomar, the worst that can be
said of Hastings is that he did not. go’out of his way to be

" magnanimous, In fact, magnanimity appears to hive been
/~ the great want of his character.  To friends he could be

' generous, towards opponents he came perilously near to
being vindictive, He freated the politics of India as a

matter of business in which there was no room for sentis
-,"\\' 4 L ?




ntal considerations,  The three episodes on which hostile
historians fasten’ aré the Rohilla war, and the affairs of Cheyt

Singh and of the Oudh Begums. It is probable that in each

of these cases Hastings honestly persuaded himsell of the y
justice of his'course, In none of the three is it possible to

find a hint of any personal benefit to himsell as a motive.

By all three, the Company profited greatly. On each of the

three ‘occasions revenue was raised which was imperatively

needed in order to avert disaster, and each time it was
obtained from parties whose supposed hostility to the British

gave the exactions the colour of reasonable if severe penalties.
To a man endowed with a larger natural magnanimity, the
penalties would have seemed extortionate, and the proof of

the justifying hostility inadequate; yet it is extremely doubtful

whether such a man would not have failed where Hastings j
sueceeded,; under the actual conditions, The difficulties were .00 e
enormous; the stake was enormous; European dominion i
among Orientals was in its infincy. We have learnt by
experience that European rulers must apply European stan-
dards to the ethics of government ; but Clive in one notable
instance Lad deyiated from that tule and declared ever after

that he had taken the right course, Hastings was satisfied

to know that not the most enlightened of Orientals would
have had a moment’s scruple in taking the course which he
took., « The British reaped the ‘advantages, and 'Warren
Hastings paid the penalty. In 1785 he returned to Eng-
land, and was attacked with all the virulence of Francis, the
dramatic sensibility of Sheridan, and the moral lightnings of
BEdraund Burke, The exigencies of party politics turned the
seale with Pitt and Dundas; Hastings was impeached ; and
alibough after some years the Lords gave him honourable
acquittal, the man who saved India and whose departure
from Bengal was genuinely lamented by the natives, is stilly

to the eyes of many of his countrymen, presented as the
type of all that a pro-consul ought not to be. Rl

Clive after his retirement from India became the target of

the bitterest animosity in England. Warren Hastings was !
impeached. Wellesley was censured. Lord Hastings died
the victim of unwarranted attacks. Later years have not




Deen lacking in parallel cases. The treatment by the IIE€_
" Nation of the men who have to solve the problems: of
| government in remote territories is scarcely a source of self-

~congratulation. « Perhaps the best that can be said for it is,
that at the worst, it has never been quite 80 scandalous as

the treatment of La Bourdonnais, of Dupleix, and of Lally,







CHAPIER XI
NEW CONDITIONS: CORNWALLIS AND SHORE
(Maps 117, and VIIL)

ROM the foregoing chapters, the reader will have learnt, Growth
if indeed he had not previously realised, the intimate of the.

inithe West,  The first stage of our struggle on Indian soeil
and in Indian waters had been one of rivalry with France:
its outcome had depended less on the comparative capacities
of French and English in India than on the naval contest
foight out for the most part in European seas. As its

result, the French rivalry was permanently removed from

the effective to the merely potential sphere; so that the
British were 'enabled to réap unchallenged the fruits of
Clive's triumphs in Bengal. | In the second stage, the
British were inyolved in prolonged complications with the
Country Powers, in which they were forced to depend
entirely on their own resources in India; and to strain those
resources to the vety uttermost, because the Mother Country

chose to involve herself in a conflict with her own American

colonies, which expanded into a struggle for life against the
combined forces of France and Spain.

Throughout both phases, the chief authority in India was
perpetually hampered by the authority in Leadenhall Street,
which 'in its turn was largely manipulated according to the
exigencies and the varying influences of parties and groups
at Westminster, which cared little and knew less about the

actual conditions prevailing in' Hindostan and the Dekhan,

The genius and resolution of Warren Hastings achieved

victory in the face of difficulties to which almost any other

man would have succumbed; but at the cost of stuch mis-
: 2

relation bietween the course of events in India and occurrences g“ﬂ"‘h

OWer.



TS rcpresenkat:m and whﬁcatlon of that grqar\ s'ta‘teé'ihan at

it has taken the best part of a century to restore-—and not

;| ]

ERAEE ough hever to have been robbed, b3l

1

v Miutnal ! From the'peace of 1783 tll the outbréak of. '.he war w1th ;

influenck 7 i
ik o the French Repubhc in 1793, and indeed for S0mMe years.

5y Bast longer, affairs in India ceased to be affected directly by the
| and West, Buropean relations of Great Britain. ' Then, as the yast
designs of the rew Military Chief of Fra.tlce began to be
revealed, ‘the idea of French intervention again assumed
huge proportions in the eyes of Indian statesmen, and
dominated their policy, until that Titanic careerwas checked
" by, Nelson: and finally broken by Wellington. But af
European international politics cease for a time to influence
the palicy of Indian Governms, the period before us opens
i with.a pax;llamentary struggle at Weqlmmster as ‘a factor. of
1401 primary 1mporhncc Indian affairs playmg a very large part
* therein. . For «t is:a mutnal influence that we haye to
« ‘recognise: the influence of India in 'England, as well as that
of England in India. -
The long and disastrous govemment called Lord Nmth’q,
"but in truth that: of King George I11, himself, bad at last
given place to a Whig Administration: but when after a
few months Jf.ord Shelburn¢ became its head, parties broke
up and the famous Coalition ministry rr,sulted—the ministry

" evén now completely to restore——the good name oi‘ whhfh he

in which Fox aud North, who held no political principles -

X whatever in common, combmed th drive. out Shelburne,’
It was recogmsed on all hands that a new system must be"
introduced in Indta. and the Coalition Govemment bmught
in an Indian Bill.

Fox's It was manifest tha.t wha.tew: thc new Constitution for
India Bill. India might be, two things were absolutely necessary. ‘The
Governor-General must ‘have immense latitude of ac:tion_;
and political control could no longer be allowed to restin
the hands of.a body of men who in the nature:of things
could not depose Dividends flom bunb their Ilrst and second

1

and third consideration. Government must assume a largely i
increased share of the responsibilities, Fox's bill how ever,_
whlle covering “these WO pomts: ,!ncluded as 3¢ rdtqa.l

L 1 \
Ay \ et \_

-




ofit a proposal which aroused the passionate opposition

fie King, the Company and eyery politician whao 'was not.

~_ in the Coalition. Control was to be vested in a body of

" seven commissioners, appointed for a term of four years by

the legislature; who should not only dictate policy,  but.

__~should hold the bestowal of all appointments in their bands.

< i he patronage of the Crown, snd the patronage of the

" Company were annihilated ;- and to make matters worse,

. aven' the commercial management was to be transferred to

2  new body not elected by the Company but chosen by

the legislature—that is, by Government——from among the

‘Proprietors. . A storm of opposition arose ; it was a - trick,

men said; by which ministers hoped not only to enrich

‘their own followers forthwith, but to acquire duting the four

years ensuing such a force of ‘‘Nabobs” behind ‘them as

| would give a permanent control over parlidmentary tlections,

Secure in a big majority, ministers defied the storm ; their

Bill went triumphantly through the Commans ; but the King,

in Hagrant violation of constitutional practice, gave the Peers |

to understand that he would regard their' votes as personal

- g himsel.  The Lords threw out the Bill; the King re-

quired the resignation of ministers; to the general astonish-

ment, the young William Pitt accepted the leadership, and

fought almost singlehanded for three months against | the

' banded forces of the ablest debaters and most experienced

" parliamentary hands ; while his popularity rose, the majorities

‘against him diminished, and the mockery of his antagonists

. gave place to alarm. In March 1784, parliament | was

dissolved : when the new one met, Pitt’s minority had been
turned into an overwhelming majority,

L)

The regulation of Indian affairs was now in the hands of Pitt’s

Pitt and his right hand man Dundas. The India Bitl
' brought in by them supplemented by a declaratory Act a few
years later, remained the instrument under which our Indian
possessions were governed, with minor modifications, until
the extinetion of the Company in 1858, - -
The vital features of Pitt’s India Act were these. Each

of the three Presidencies of Bengal, Madras and Bombay,

was to have its own Governor, and its own Commanderin-

Indin Bill,

”
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Chief, and two other members of Coungil 3 Lut t-heﬁ.dov'_. '
\and the Commander-in-Chief of Bengal were to be supreme

‘dlso over the other two provinces.. The Governor-General

had very full powers, which were so far increased at the

insistence of Lord Cornwallis that he could act on/emergency
without his Council.  He was, however, to abstaip from com-
promising - alliances without directions from home.  The "
Directors retained their patronage, and their general power
of issuing instructions; but| they were subordinated to g

~ parliamentary Board of Control, changing with the ministry

' Lord
Com.
wallis.

of the day, with a minister at its head, having access to all
correspondence.and general powers of supervision. Thus
while the Directors retained the bulk of the patronage, the
Board  of | Control-—in other words the ministry-——could
exereise a very eficctive share therein (utilised, as some com-
plained, by Dundas, who was first President of the Board,
to inundate India with’ qmtsmcn) and practically ha.d the
most irportant appointments in its: own hands,

The first Govigrnor-General appointed under the new
system was Lord Cornwallis; a man whose sterling character
and high' ability were sufficiently’ demonstrated by the fact
that he retained the entire confidence of the public in spite
of his having been in command at Vorktown when it was
forced to surrender, and thereby end the effective contest
between Britain and the American colonies. The office of

Governor-General was held ad fnferim from the recall of

Hastings to the arrival in India of Cornwallis in September
1786 by Sir John Macpherson. It had been ‘intended to
appoint Lord Macartney, the Governor of Madras ; but the-
clainmis to authority which he desired to have formally ratified
were made an excuse for cancelling the appointment, which
was unpopulay, although the same claims were conceded to
Cornwallis, The final appointment was made in accordance

. with ‘the rule generally but not quite universally récognised

thereafter, that while the Council should consist of Tndian
experts, the Governor-General should be a man tramed in

. another arena.

Cornwallis reached India in Septcmber :786 with  the
avowed intention of carrying out a policy | not of expanﬂgn__-



NEW CONDH‘IQNS

0 "ahdatlrm and tet:enchnmnt Like not a fcw pf
his successors, however, he found that, opposed as he nght,
be to British . aggresslon, anti-British aggression demanded a

Tesponse More: strmgent than dlplomacy and that in India;
the policy of restoring conquest% alter victory is not under-’

stood, but regarded as af 'invitation to chailenge a fresh
contest at'a convenient opportunity.

The Marathas, as we haye seen, made their| peace with: The

the British when Haidar Ali died. Tippy, the new Sultan P°3']“:S

of Mysore had also ‘made his peace some while after; but D&km

on ' terms, and under circumstances which ' the fatuity or the
Madras Government had  enabled him. to regard and to

represent a8 | magnanimous | concessions  to the humble

entreaties of 'the British., His subsequent conduct showed

that he was filled with extravagant ideas of his.own power .

angd abilities, and of his réle as a propagandist of Islam,
He forcibly converted tens of thousands of his subjects,
Hindus, or. Christians, to the Faith, with sundry barbarities ;
and Nana. Barnavis, at.Puna became seriously alarmed;
the more 50 as the recent proceedings of the British did not
point to thair taking an active part in keeping the Sultan in
check,, ‘Now the Nana'’s theory of allies was that they were.
meant to serve as catspaws. The most effective catspaws
failing, he fell back on the Nizam: who, however, held his
own theory smutalis mutandss.. So the Nizam and the Nana
continued to operate against the formidable Tippu, each
seeking to shift the burden of work on to the other with'out.
prejudice to his own elaim on the spoils.

The Puna Government had another reason for actw:ty ‘\ufadhrw!.

in the Dekhan. Madhava. Rao or Madhoji Sindhia in i{?ﬁﬁns

Hindostan was working out a palicy of his own. We have

already observed, how that able diplomatist had made it
hig ‘business to fulﬁi the role of conciliator and arb;trator,
with a particularly keen eye to his'own advantage in every
instance.  So  skilfully had he handled  his opportunities

that even the disasters inflicted on him by Popham and

Bruce had not prevented him from emerging successfuily
out of the treaty of Salbai with dominions and prestige un»
diminished. = This threatened ascendancy was eyed askance

s




el by tha Puna Durba: none the less as the ambitions of the

B . Gwalior chief bccame ‘more cléarly revealsd. The object

i ) ito which he now devoted himself was in fact the domination

| ) of Upper Hindostan, under a specious display of ostentatious

.- personal humility and loyalty to the ghost of an Bmperor

{4 0 at Delhi, and the ghost of a Peshwa at Puna; whose

: "\ 'ancestors had been served by his own in the capacity of

o n 0 slipper-bearer,  The very ingenious pose: adopted was that

: of a mere insttument of the Padishah, who was lord of

| India, and of his nceberent the acknowledged chief of the

Vil Marathas, | The Panjab “was beyond Sindhia’s range ; the

| frradual mastery of Mohamiedan rivals at Delbi, and of native

chicfs in Rajputana, sufficiently occcupied his energies. The

peculiarity of the position lay however in this ; that ostensibly

the Pafez! as he was called, assumed no rivalry with other

Maratha chiefs, made no attacks on them, and gave them no

opportunity for attacks on him. The only method of counter-

balancing his power was for them to' achieve indepenclent
sucecesses in other regions——that is to say in the Dekhban,

Sindhin | Sindhia's attitude to the British is open to various inter-

.E?t'iisge pretations.  He has been credited with a life-longiendeavour

" 'to combine the natives of India against them. On the

* other hand he has been credited with anticipating the attitude

. adopted in the Panjab at a later date by Ranpt Singh, of

seeking a steady alliance with them, much in the same way

as he anticipated that astute monarch’s schemes of military

reconstruction ‘on a European basis, The latter theory

appears at least to be nearer the truth than-the former,

But it is not altogether the truth. In the seventies, the.

military strength of the British was an uncertain quantity.

Well led, they were invincible: but there was no certainty

that they would be well led, Sindhia, therefore, was only

inclived to oppose them as one who might desire their

v friendship ‘to-morrow. | The vicissitudes of Ragoba's wars,

i lestablished in his mind two convictions; one, that if they

showed ' military. .incapacity in one quarter, they were

' tolerably certain to redress the balancd with startling efiect

in another : the second, that the folly of subordmates could

" TPatel, sometimes written Potail, is the title of a village head-man,
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€l, howeu,r it might hamper, the supretne cap-\c:ty
Tastings. Thereupon, his attitude  unidérwent a slight |
change. | He became the friend of the British, with a . &
méntal Teservation : remaining on the watch for any display '
of weakness. ' 'No sooner was Hastings out of the country, and
control for the time vested in Sir John Macpherson, than
‘ie put the new chief to the test by reviving the Brmperor's
‘claims/ to tribute. . Sir John’s reply was decisive, and the
demand was promptly withdrawn with explanations,  The |
experiment  was repeated with a like result towards the
close 'of the  Cornwallis administration.  Briefly, if' the
British  should  show a 'becomingly retiring ' disposition,
Sindbia meant to take full advantage of it: but he was quite
resolved to have no war with them, to display no active
bostility ' in| 'his own person, unless| quite unexpectedly
favourable circumstances should arise,
- Thus when Cornwallis appeared in India in the autumn (:cmwnllls
of 1786, he found Tippu in the Dekhan waging war with and the
the Nizam and the ‘Southern Marathas, on the whole to Pg:‘é‘g
the advantage of Mysore, while Madras stood alaof; and
ia working out his own private policy in Uppar
Hindostan,  Here, there was certainly no demand  for |
intervention ; while a reorganisation of the military establish-
ment in the South was a sufficient warning to Tippu, that
if intervention there should become necessary it would be

. effective.  For the time being therefore, peace was restored
in the Dekhan, and the Governor-General was able to give
hig attention to the reform of abuses, and a modification
of ‘the treaty with Oudh, where the incapacity and misrule
of 'successive Nawabs was to be a' perpetual source of
perplexity to one Governor-General after | another On |
this oceasion, the Nawab’s Government was hardly touched,
but his finances were assisted by a reduction of the suhmdy
claimed by the British, and by the repudiation on his behalf
of the private debts, most of which in fact if not in form
were in the nature of otitrageously usurious loans,

The abuses attacked at this time were of the personal Reforms.

kind—jobbery, corrupnon and extortion,  The great weight wfafh‘;""
of Cornwallis’s name enab!ed him to take a firm stand, !

¥
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Wi EXTENSION OF SUPREMACY

) ,d ﬂatly mfuse to pay attention to the countless | app i
~tions which poured in from influential quarters-—from the
Prince! of Wales downwards-—for posts for incompetent or

‘worse than incompetent protégés: and even to force upon
the Directors what the Governor-General's predecessors had
{ . striven for in vain, the appropriation to the Company's |
!l servants of  salaries reasonably commensurate with'  the
Fesponsibilities of their position.
! It was not till 1788 that the relations with the Countrv
Powers began to look threatening: As long ago as 1768,
The  treaty had been made between the Nizam and the Madras
Nizam. Government, by which the former agreed that on the
demise of the then Governor, Basalat Jangh, brother of
i the Nizam, a district known as the Guntur Sackar should
| be ceded to the British., ' This cession had never been
. carried out ; and Cornwallis, in accordance with instructions
from home, having waited till the Nizam was free from the
embarrassments of his. quarrel with 'I‘appu, now: required
that the provisions of the treaty should be given immediate
effect. ' To the perplexed astonishment of the British, the
Nizam replied by a prompt expression of his readiness o
effect the cession, if they would ‘duly carry out their part
of the contract, and supply him on demand with forces
to recover certain districts usurpad——as the old treaty put
it=—by  Haidar Naik.” However awkward or unreasonable
now, there stood the obligation by treaty, though in the
interval, the British had twice over formally acknowledged
Haidar and Tippu as sovereigns of the districts in question.
In short, the ingenious ineptitude of the Madras Govern-
ment twenty years before was responsible for a very awkward
situation,  ‘The British: claim 'to the Guntur Sarkar' had
been quite independent of conditions; yet a pledge had
gratuitously been given which retained a technical vahdlr),
| though iits fulfilment had been rendered impracticable in
the interval, ;
Comi i The solution found by ‘Corwallis  was a compmnuse
I:tﬂi“’t : There was no sort of doubt that Tippu was merely waiting
the N:zam. his opportunity to repew hostilities with the British—that
their extermination was the object he had mest at heart ;



~yuhile-Comwallis was not disposed to 'take the initiative and,
make the atfack himgelf Accordingly he wrote 'a letter to
the Nizam, on July 7th, 1789, explaining his view of the
obligation imposed by the treaty. « The troops as :st.ip'q.;}_a_-t.e(.’l:1_t
were to be supplied to the 'Nizam, but were not to bed
. employed "against any_Power in alliatice with the British. |
Lf the districts named should come into possession of the
British by the Nizam’s help, they should be handed over
to him. A list of the *allies” was appended,. in which
‘Lippu, was not.named. ' The letter was virtually an under- _ ;
taking that if the Nizam attacked Tippu, he should have the i
assistance as stipulated. ' On the other hand it required the '1
active co-operation of the Nizam, and threw upon him the
onus of challenging Mysore, -

The India Act had expressly forbidden the formation of The _
allignees without authority from Tondon; but it was one of ST
the many advantages of the Cornwallis appointment that he feagom -
could take risks which no other man could have done, and of action.
was able to establish invaluable precedents. 1fa Clive ora
Hastings cut through red-tape for the public service he did
it ‘at the wisk' of his own ruin. Comwallis, 'without any
pretensions to the genius of either of those great men, but
with the advantage of 2 high and unsullied name, was able by |
sheer force of character and a sound and sober intelligence
to achieve such a measure of public confidence as rendered
him unassailable,  In spite of technical restrictions, he had
in fact a free hand, and the precedent greatly increased the
freedom of his successors. Al

It is impossible to judge whether the letter to the Nizam'@ -
precipitated Tippw’s action : his preparations for a movement Tippu
were already virtually complete. By the treaty of Mangalur ;!;:::; 3
at the conclusion of the Jast war, Travancore. at the extreme gy
south of India, much coveted by Tippy, had been placed :
under British protéction,  Now, in spite of warning, Tippu
attacked Travancore before the end of December. ~He was
repulsed, and thereupon gathered a great army to effect the
desired conquest,  The gage of battle was fairly flung down,

The Nizam and the Puna Government were both ready to
combine in the attack upon him after their own fashion,

T




'\ The Bnt:sh army was p]aced under the command of (xeneml
Medows, |
Openmg ‘Owing to the deliberate, continuous, and cummaJ neglect
| __"“:P:!‘E:t of the Governor of Madras, who took an early oppartunity
' T';?‘ i - of leaving the country, Medows found himself in. difficulties
1790. from lack of “supplies and of transport, very much as Eyre
Cloote had done in the war with Haidar, | The Madras army
was to operate on the south of Mysore, while a second army
was to march down the coast from Bengal and to co-operate
from the North East of Mysore later in the year, - Medows
in course ‘of time captured Koimbatur (July 1790); but
when he attempted to advance through the passes to
Seringapatam ' he was foiled by the superior skill of his
opponent and forced to fall back. In August, the Bengal
army reached the Carnatic, and in' despite of Tippu a
junction was ultimately effected towards the cloge of the
year': but the only satisfactory feature of the campaign was
the brilliant success of a small detachment on the Malabar
coast under the command of Colonel Hartley.
Cornwallis now resolved to conduct operations in person ;
for he himself, a distinguished soldier, held  the office of
_ Commander-in-Chief as well as that of Governor-General.

Cormwallis In February (1791), having concentrated his army at Yellur,

: ‘3"]=€8 ‘hc some seventy miles' from Madras, he marched up to the
79 ‘ Mysore plateau, evading Tippu whom he had successtully
misled as to his intended ronte; and captured Bangalur,

oneof Tippu's most important strongholds, before the end

of March. This success had the effect of bringing up the

Nizam’s army, which had hitherto been amusing itself’ o

the northern borders of Mysore territory, and of cnconraging

the Marathas who had been similarly employed in a more
westerly direction,

. But the advance of the Marathas was unknown to the

. British, and the arrival of the Nizam's forces had enormously
increased the difficulty of maintaining supplies, without pro-
ducing any corresponding advantage. Cornwallis fought a
suceessful action; and arrived before Seringapatam in May :
General Abercromby (not Sir Ralph) was on' his way up from

‘the Malabar coast: but by this time, men and catile alike
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such a condition that offensive Opemtlons had .
hu:ome impossible; and Cornwallis was obliged to order a
retreat, . The' arrival of the Marathas did not facilitate
ma.ttérs ;. in fact they seized the opportunity to ask for funds;
and with' the implied alternative of ‘their transferring 'their
allidnce there and then to Tippu, Cornwallis/felt obliged to
' ieomply with the demand. ' The Marathas under their famous
leader Hari Pant then retired to the North West, the Nizam
to the North' East, and Cornwallis himself Eastwards; to
spend 'the remainder of the year in reducing the fortresses of
the Baramahal district lying between Vellur and Bangalur.

The Mysore Sultan’s calculations were however much Third
disturbed when he found that in the following January the campaign
Governor-General, was again on the imarch with ‘an atmy -ﬁ;‘;ft
better equipped with war material and supplies than he had 1792,
yet brought into the field. This, the decisive campaign, was
a short one. The British force was not only the best
equipped but the largest that had ever taken part in an
Indian Campaign.  On February sth it was before ‘an en-
trenched position, in sight of Seringapatam, The definces
were extraordinarily strong, hut the English Chief planned
and executed a night attack with entire success. - Abercromby
was coming up with reinforcements, and Tippu found that -«
his' best hope lay in submission. By the terms: dictated, Resunmg
nearly half of Tippw’s dominions were surrendered, as well as acquisi-
the persons of two of his sons and a heavy indemnity, | In {i‘;ﬁ&i
_spite of the discovery of documents which proved that both - i
the Nizam and the Marathas had been corresponding with
Tippu throughout the war: in spite also of the purely
imaginary character of the assistance they had rendered:

~ Cornwallis treated the bargain with them as binding, and
gave to each one-third of the ceded districts and of - the
indemnity, | The British retained for thermselves the Baramahal
distriet; before mentioned, in which were important passes into
Mysore, with other regions on the South and the West coast:
these last being attached to the Bombay Presidency.

This acquisition: of territory, was of course attacked in Ap \ral
Parliament, but Cornwallis was' triumphantly vindicated, and of gm
rewarded with a marquisate, The Statesmen of India and ¥ pnlu:y

A
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His further

i _._/ Westminster alike viewed territorial expansion with no little
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apprehension.  But it was thoronghly understood  that there
was no one more thoroughly opposed to an | aggressive
policy than Cornwallis himself: it was felt that if he trans-
aressed his own theory, it was only under the conviction of
imperative political necessity. However reluctantly, it bad
to be recognised that the only way of dealing with'a resolutely
aggressive Native potentate was to curtail his dominions ;
whether the districts’ of which he was reft were taken
under direct British ‘control or only under British! pro-
tection, Where: there was no representative of ' a re-
cognised aud long established authority, the presumption
was in . favour of direct rule rather than the setting up
of an authority incapable of mamtaining itself upaided;
but the decision in such cases could not profitably rest in
othér hands than those of the supreme British Authority
on the spot. _
Not only did Cornwallis conduct a great war to a successful

reforms. jgsue; and set a precedent in foreign policy ; under his rule

His retire~

were also effected far-reaching administrative changes. 'These
will be examined in detail in later chapters; here it will be
sufficient merely to mention the famous " permanent seftle-
ment * of Bengal under which the land-revenue was established

/U onva permanent system ; the final separation of the funetions

of Collectors ‘and ‘Magistrates ; the re-organisation-—with
very qualified success—of the criminal courts; and the
codification of the law, whereby an extremely elaborate cods
replaced the simple one previously framed by Sir Elijah
Impey. ; G

Cornwallis retired from India at the close of 1793, just

ment. after the declaration of war between Great  Britain 'and

the Revolution Government in France, of which the only
immediate effect in' India was the seizure of Pondichery,
Loyal, just and resolute; he bad confirmed the best traditions

' of British policy and British character ; happy in that free

exercise of control which had been so desperately needed
by his predecessor, and for the lack whercof that predecessor
had won through so hardly, and with eternal discredit to
the foes that were of hig own honsehold,
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- tenhon of those who had framed the new consti-
tutlon for British India’ was, that the ' Governor General
should be chosen from among men at home who combined 2
a confirmed social position with recognised poht:ml ‘talent,
strong ‘enough to resist' the pressure  of private mﬁueme,
. and free from the stereotyped prcconceptmns likely to be

Cyroduced by an exclugively Oriental training,  But such
men were not easy to find, and Cornwallis was actually
succeeded by an Indian ' Official, ' Sir Jobn Shore: an
admirable adviser, who had done excellent service in
connection with' the -land- settlément; but wanting 'in the
vigorous self-reliance required to cope successfully with the
complex diplomatic and military problems to ‘which in
India the term “ Political ” is appropriated,

The departure of Cornwallis was followed by a rapid
suceession of changes in the personnel of the Maratha chiefs.
Shove 'bad no confidence in Sir Robert Abercromby, his
own cominanderin-chief, and was unduly afraid of risking
Maratha hostility. In consequence, a good deal of the
prestige | gained under Cornwallis was lost during  his
dtifainistration. The great Sindhia, Madhava Rao, died in

Hls it
sugdessor ¢
Bin }ohn |

Maratha
affiirs,

)

¥

1794, and was succeeded by a boy Daulat Rao : after two i
or three changes, a new Baji Rao became Peshwa and ;l;j

Nana's ascendancy at Puna was very uncertain ; Flolkar

growing more independent. All were disposed to treat
British  pretensions with diminished respect. = Cornwallis
had wished to cap the overthrow of Tippu by a guarantes
treaty between the 'Marathas, the Nizam, and the British, to
prevent any of the three being dragged into. hostilities Mth
Tippu by one of ‘them, or'any one of them adopting an
aggressive’ attitude towards another.  This agreement had
been avoided by the Marathas who now proceeded to attack
the Nizam. Shore persuaded himself that, as the league
was broken up, he was not called upon to defend the Nizam,
who had to make submission and cede territories to Puna:

?.
fo

and that ‘monarch, disgusted by the desertion, attempted to

secure his own position by raising fresh troops under the
command of 'a French officer, Raymond, who had already
rendered him  efficient service, Fortunately the internal
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ol ..pa'..rtis:tu' troubles of the Marathas called them off from
further aggression, and the British saw the necessity, of

substituting their own suppost at Haidarabad for the possibile
dangers of a force under French control.

\Sir John . In Oudh, Shore was more successful, The total incapacity

Shore in of the Nawab kept the whole Provinee in a state of flagrant
udh, . 7 : el
mis:government. In 1797 he died, and was succeeded by ¥
reputed son, Wazir Ali. | But Wazir Alis title was challenged, -
and on enquiry the Governor-General was fully convinced
that he was not the son of the late Nawab at all 1 nor was
thete any son alive, Sir John accordingly informed  Saadat
Ali, brother of the late Nawab, that the British intended to
place him on the throne, at the same time requiring -him
to accept a treaty on these terms, A British army of ten
L thousand men was to be maintained in Oudh, supported by
\ | an annual subsidy. The Nawab’s own army was not to
| ekceed thirty-five thousand; and he was to have na in-
! dependent diplomatic relations with other powers. Allahabad
| was to be in possession’ of the British. Tt was a definite
assertion of that British supremacy in Oudh which had been
implicitly but not explicitly recognised ever since.a previous
Nawab had been replaced on his throne by grace of Robert
Clive. . While the arrangements for Wazir Ali's removal were
being made, Sit John remained imperturbably at Lucknow,
the Oudh capital, calling up no military assistance ; being
perfectly aware that he might at any moment be assassinated,
but that on the other hand a collision ‘between the British
and Wazit Ali’s followers might set the whole province in
2 flame.  Eis cool courage triumphed. =~ Wazir Ali’s followers.
fell away day by day ; when Saadat Al arrived at Lucknow,

i all opposition had been withdrawn without disturbance, and

his rival was removed to meditate revenge, on a comfortable
pension,
. His Very different was the Governor-General's management of
contest  preceding episode, to which brief reference must he made.
with the miie was the wvirtnal mutiny of the European officers of
" the Bengal army in 1795-6. The Company’s army had in
fact been seething with discontent for a long time past.
The total military establishment consisted partly of King's
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roopside. regiments of (the Regular army, pattly of
Company’s troops, that is regiments, of which some con-
sisted of Europeans but most of Sepays commanded by the
Company’s officers. There was extreme jealousy between
the King's officers and the Company’s officers, and hiétween
the Company’s officers and theit Civilian fellows; who in
| seir view wére unduly favoured as compared with themselves
under the new system of payment which Cormwallis had
succeeded in introducing. ~ Cornwallis had proposed a scheme |
for amalgamating the two military branches; but this had
not found favour at home; and the expected alternative
scheme of re-organisation was so unsatisfactory that the
officers united to demand that certain concessions should be
guaranteed, failing which they should seize the government.
In effect, Sir John and the Commanderin-Chief surrendered
at discretion and granted everything 'in their power. The
Ministry in England entreated Cornwallis to save the situa-
tion by returning to India, and he agreed; but when he
found that Ministers themselves were negotiating with repre-
sentatives of the Mutineers in London, and were on the
point of inviting him to sail with ingtructions to concede _
everything, he resigned in disgust. The office of Governor- Fnd of -
General was thereupon accepted by Lord Mornington. Shore 3311:::1;
however had time to retrieve his reputation in Oudh, and to grytion.
justify the bestowal of a peerage-—he became Lord Teignmouth
—-befere Mornington’s arrival, ' |

The tact, firmness and courage displayed by Sir John Shore
in the Oudh affair contrast curiously with his failure in other
cases where vigorous action and readiness to accept responsi-
bility were demanded, = His persistent avoidance of interfer-
ence in the Dekhan had only produced in the Nizam an
impression that the British Power was but a broken reed,
and in the Marathas and Tippu a belief that its decay was
setting in only rather more rapidly than was normal among
the eternally changing dynasties of the “unchanging East,”
The delusion was to be ruthlessly shattered by Sir John’s
formidable successor.

‘,_‘_‘__“



CHAPTER XIX s P

LORD WELLESLEY: (1) 1798-1802
(Map L)

The new | ORD MORNINGTON, better known by his later title
_,G'?.?'_em"' as the Marquess Wellesley, was thirty-seven years of
At age when he was nominated Governor-General of India.
He was a brilliant scholar, and had already won considerable
distinction as a speaker.  On intimate terms with both Pitt
and Dundas, he had! already been for four years on the
Indian Board of Control, and had a thorough knowledge,
from that point of view, of Indian politics, as well as of
Buropean affairs.  The policy of deliberate expansion with
which he identified himself was to a great extent engendereu
by the progress of Napoleon, whose vast designs were
beginning to be recognised at the time of Wellesley's
appointment.
Indian  The dominant conception in Indian statesmanship had
Ii?::ﬁ]cgﬂ hitherto been the preservation of 3 balance of power between
the three great States of Southern India, Mysore, Haidarabad
and the Maratha confederacy, The feasibility of that policy,
if no' extemal factors were considered, was still doubtful;
since it depended largely on the acquiescence of the three
Powers, which could by no means be continuously depended
upon.  Aggression was ingrained in the 'minds of Oriental
princes, as being, so to speak, part of their profession.
" None would have had the smallest compunction about '
“annihilating another, if the opportunity occurred.  Still the
effort was made : and so, when Cornwallis had Tippu under
his heel, he did not take advantage of the fact to destroy
him, but " only to reduce his power for mdependent
‘aggression.
36
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. Now however, the external factor had to be reckoned The
with, No one could foretell the developments of French ‘3*11’-‘2“
power under the guidance of a military genius with an p‘,::,ce_
unbridled  imagination. © If | France should succeed |in
achieving a renewed footing on Indian soil, as the ally of a
rative' Power, the British would certainly have to fight for
“fe.' | Before Nelson's great victory of the Nile (Augi 1708)
such a consummation was by no means impossible: even
after it, the impossibility was very far from clear, ' To
counteract the danger by alliances with Native courts was |
insufficient, because no Native court could be relied on to
maintain an alliance for a day, il any immediate advantage
for itself ‘could be aequired by desertion.  Hence no oppor-
tunity must be lost whereby the British could obtain in the
native States a de facfo military control,  This was the more
imperative, because each of the States bhad French officers
and sepoy battalions in their service. Madhava Rao Sindhia
had achieved the ascendancy, which he bequeathed to the
young Daulat Rao, by entrusting his military organisation to
a Frenchman, De Boigne : the Nizam, denied assistance by
Sir John Shore, had organised a force under the Frenchman
Raymond : Tippu had French officers in his pay, and was
alteady very strongly suspected of being in correspondence
with France.  Finally, Napoleon was now making Egypt his
immediate objective ; and Egypt was regarded as the balf-
way house to India

Wellesley touched at the Cape on his voyage to India, in The
February (1798). There he discussed the . situation with 5"“3“0"
sundry Indian experts——Lord Hobart, the last governor of !
Madras 3 Macartney; and others who had a thorough know-
ledge of the native courts, . Hence when he reached Calcutta
in May he was already ful]y informed of the situation, and
was prepared to act with the utmost promptitude and vigour,
The danger was much more pressing than had been supposed
when he left England, becanse there appeared to be a further
probability that the Afghan monarch of Kabul, Zeman Shah,
was about to invade India; and his strength, though after
events. showed it to have been vastly exaggerated, was
believed to be very great, rendering the prospect of his
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<" alliances with the Mussulman zealot' at Mysore particularly
+ alarming! | : A {
|\ Wellesley had- hardly arrived when, in June, a proclamation
“awas printed in Caleutta which had been issued some months .
. earlier by the French governor of Mauritius, inviting French
' lcitizens to take service| with Tippy, in accordance with. .
‘proposals  received fromy that monarch,, Tippu's intriguet
for French assistance wéte thus no longer a matter of
suspicion but of absolute certainty. W
Prepara. | The Marathas were for the time sufficiently occupied with'
| Hons for a their own rivalries.  Tippu required immediate attention; so
| Myeor® gid the Nizam, lest he should be drawn with his French
! force into alliance with Mysore. Wellesley forthwith set
about preparations for a war with’ Mysore, and brought
immediate. pressure to bear on Haidarabad in order to
remove danger in that direction.. The Nizam succumbed to
the judicious vigour of Kirkpatrick and John Malcolm who
were sent fo negotiate with him. ' The French corps known
as Raymond’s was disbanded : a British subsidiary force
‘was substituted, and the Nizam undertook to employ no
Europeans without assent of ‘the Company. . Malcolm
remained at Haidarabad as Resident, his tact and vigilance
securing freedom from any further danger in that quarter.

To render Tippu harmless was a much heavier tasky
involving at least the acquisition by the British of the whole
of the Mysore litoral : since, once completely cut off from
the sea, the Sultan would not be able to work in concert
with the French. The reasons for avoiding a war were
sufficiently strong. = The Madras authorities; both civil and
military were full of apprebension; they remembered how
Medows and Cornwallis himself in his first campaign had
been foiled in the last war, in spite of the victorious termina~
tion of the final campaign. = There was still no prospect of
efficient help from the Nizam, and a presumption that if the
Marathas took a part at all it would be against the British.
Wellesley however, had made up his mind : and happily he

received dispatches from England which fully supported him.
He made strenuous preparations, while pressing Tippu to .
make an amicable agreement, reject the Frénch alliance;s

L
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SIMIAs a!l French oﬂicels, and accept the presence of
a British Resident. As the year went on, he was able to
emphasise’ his representatibns by reports of French mis
fortunes in Egypt.  His demands were met only by constant
evasions, | By the New Year, there was still no hint of an

.+ decommodation being effected.  Wellesley, knowing that 'the
' .conditions of weather and climate demanded that the cam-
paign should be finished decisively by June, resolved to
strike at once. '

A Bombay army was collected at Kananur on the Malabar The.
coast, close to Mahé, to advance from the West under Mysore
Genud.l Stewart, Tllf.. main Madras army, commanded lry cmpa}gn
General Harris, and accompanied by the Governor-General’s
younger brother, Colonel Arthur Wellesley, afterwards Duke
of Wellington, was to enter Mysore by way of Bangalur,

By March (1799) the advance had begun.  Tippu, who

had shewn a good deal of his father’s military capacity

on occasion, displayed little of it in this campaign. = He
attempted to crush Stewart’s smaller- force on the South
West ; but when his attack was repulsed after hard fighting,

iie changed his plans and fell back to oppose the advance

of Harris on the North East. He was again defeated, and
retired  to cover the expected route of the invaders to
Seringapatam : but Harris evaded him, by following a more
southerly line of march, which aflforded better faclities: for
transport beside simplifying the junction with the Bombay
force : ‘and Tippu had to withdraw rapidly to Seringapatam.
Early in April, sicge works were advanced close to the town ;
about ‘the middle of the month, Tippu was sufficiently
alarmed to open negotiations. But the Jenerals tetms
were too severe for him, and he reject:cdthem with great
indighation. . The besiegers, howe=¥¢h Jere in desperate
M of supplies: a protractesd Si€ge was out of the
question, and on May ' 4th Seringapaiim was carried, by Fall of
storm.  The fight was very fierce; great numbers of the Seringa-
defenders were killed, and among them Tippu himself, P40
whose courage at lea.bt did not fail him. With the fall Uf
Seringapatam, the rule of the Mussulman dynasty of Mysore

was ended



The Mysore war differs from! those that fo!low it in| this} .
MFW‘ that /it was a ‘war against a Dynasty, while they wers wars
¥ with races. The hostility of Mysore to the British ceased
with the fall of the house of Haidar Ali.  There was no
Mysore People with a tradition, ' But Marathas and Ghurkas
and Sikhs retained a mational tradition, however their wafs |

with ‘the British might result. | In Mysore Haidar himsel!
was but a Mohammedan adventurer who occupied | the
" throne of a Hindu principality and made the neighbouring
principalities subject to. himself.  Tippu has been made the
subject of panegyric ; but his fanaticism and his cruelties are
" unquestionable facts, while his virtues appear to be quite
apocryphal. | The motal claims of any rule obtained by the
. sword can be tested only by the beneficial character of the
govérnment and its power of resistance to adversaries: at
least until a considerable period has' elapsed since its
establishment,  But the Mussulman dominion in Mjysore
lasted for less than forty years. The Sultan’s kin were the
only losers by its annihilation; and membership of ‘an
Oriental royal family carries with it so many rlsks as to be

an extremely doubtful privilege.
" Partition - The division of the spmis offered a serious problem. The
of Mysore: Nizam had actually given help and was fairly entitled to a
share ; policy required that the Marathas should be offered
a sharc also, On the other hand, it would be unsafe for
the British either to seize too much or to give away too
I much.' The solution’ arrived at was ingenious.

A large portion of the territory was reserved infact, and the
repracentative of the old Hindu dynasty was made Raja under
British protectiors< that is, under conditions which precluded
the protected Staf sfrom assuming a hostile attitude. The
Marathas were offe®d tihe north-western districts, on condi-
tion of an anti-Freich alliatyce, an undertaking to emplov-no

v Europeans without tne Lompany‘s consent, and a promise to
guarantee the inviclability of the new Mysore State, They
rejected these terms, and the territory was consequently appro-
" priated partly to the British and partly to the Nizam, | To the
Nizam also were assigned the districts' from Chitaldrug to
Guti, his boundaries being thus carried some way south of



they had' been driven back by the aggressive Mohammedan
chiefs, | The British took the lion's share, appropriating all
the Mysore litoral and the southetn districts below the Ghats
as well as the control of the forts commanding the passes,
including Seringapatam ; the British and the Nizam between
them thus almost completely encircling the new Mysore State, | W
The value of the conquest was completely secured by a Subsidiary
further treaty with the Nizam in 1800, That monarch found E;fﬁ:)(tha
himself in serious difficulties. He was not strong enough to Nijam :
resist the constant pressure and claims for chawth - of the 1800,
Marathas, or to control his own tributaries who found it
safer to resist his demands than those of Puna, | Hence
also his subsidies to the British fell in arrear. He there:
fore finally accepted British protection.  In return for a
British force of ten thousand men— available, not as
before only in case of open war, but for general defence
against aggression—and in liew of a subsidy for their
maintenance, he handed over to the British bhis share of
the Mysore territories; at the same time agreeing to, sub-
riit all his disputes to British mediation. = Thus the only '
independent Power left in the Dekhan was that of the
Marathas ;  while this immense advance of the British
supremncy had been effected in a manner and under con-
ditions  of 'which the legitimacy was beyond dispute;
although 'the Governor-General had carried the theory of
his right to act without specific authority to its extreme
limits.
A like extension of supremacy was about to be effected in
Oudh ; while in the south a supremacy already existing was Ammexas
converted 'into practically direct dominion. =~ Questions of "gf‘ff
succession arose at Surat and Tan)ur, both small States ; in Tapjur,
both cases, the British government coupled its recognition of nnd Arcot.
the heir with a treaty which transferred the entire administras |
tion '¢civil and military to its own hands. More important |
was the términation of the system of dual control in the '
Carnatic, Hitherto, the treaties had provided that the British
should protect the Nawab’s territories in return for a subsidy:
that they should not interfere with his administration ; but
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other powers. | On the failure of subsidies, districts had been
assigned as fixed sources from which the payment should be
drawn. ' The Nawabs however continued to gink deeper and
deeper into debt, ‘privately, giving mortgages even on' the
assigned dlstncta, while their general administration was
hopelessly incapable ; and finally, cormncmg evidence was
| produced that the reigning Nawab was in treasonable corre-
spondence with Tlpyu ‘even at the time of the last war, These
discoveries were not hastily acted upon; but in 1801, Lord
Clive the Governor of Madras was instructed to make strong
representations to the Nawab, Omdal ul Qmrah. Action how-
ever was suspended owing to the Nawab’s illness.  On his
death'in July, there was as usual a disputed succession ; and,
also as usual, no decisive rule for judging the force of the
respective claims, | Government could recognise whom it
would ; and it put a price on ‘its recognition—the accept-
ance of atreaty. Under this instrument, the entire adminis
tration was transferred to the Company, which took over the
responsibility for the liquidation of legitimate debts; while .
the new Nawab kept the title and dignity, and an asmgnmgm '
of an adequate revenue,

Thus in 18¢x all India south of the ’I‘ang,habadra and
Krishna rivers was under direct British domirtion; except the '
new Mysore State and some small pri_ncipalities which' were
however effectively under British control ¢ whilst the Nizam’s
independence had become very little more than a figure of
speech, Inthe same year, the defensive position in Hindo-

The stan was secured by the enforcement of a new treaty
o?oth upon Oudh.  There the prevailing conditions were exceed-

ingly anomalous. = Oudh lay as a buffer between the
British dominion on one side, and on the other Sindhia’s’
dominion, or any invader from beyond the Satlej; whether
‘the Sikhs, who were hardly yet recognised as formidable, or the
Afghans who were supposed to be more formidable ‘than the
facts warranted. | Hence the vital importance 6f Oudh being -
‘thoroughly defensible.  Under the existing treaties, a British
army was already maintained in Oudh, by means of a subsidy
" which had been in fact commuted for the cession of territory,
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widitidn, however, the Nawab of Oudh maintained an

of his own, over which he could exercise only very
inefficient ‘control’; so much soithat while it/ was of the
utmost | importance to  keep the | whole Britishi force
ready for action on the frontier, a large portion of it
was required to dominate the Nawab’s own troops. More-
over the internal administration of Qudh was conspicugusly ~
bad. ] '
Wellesley then came ' to ‘the conclusion that the Nawab's Nﬁm{"‘ <
own army must be reduced or disbanded and the British f:‘:ﬁ‘;ff::{h

contingent increased. This would involve an increased Qudh.

subsidy ; which could only be sicured, in the existing state

of  the Nawab’s finances, by a cession of territory;  the il

territory required being roughly Rohilkband and the district i,

known as the Doab lying between the Ganges and  the LAl

Jamna, The necessity for this arrangement was impressed
- pn Saadat Ali, who protested vigorously against it, and !
' declared that he would abdicate,  Wellesley replied that Tl

if he abdicated the Government must be handed over gl

entirely to the Company, since, if he with all his experience

fvas unable to cope with the difficulties of the situation,

obviously bis youthful heir would be no better off. The

Nawab withdrew his suggestion of abdication; Wellesley

replied that in that case the cession of the districts and the

reform: of the army must be forthwith carried out, and the

right of the British admitted to advise on internal administra-

tion, though this had hitherto been expressly negatived in

the treaties, Saadat Ali argued that as he was not in arrears

with his subsidies, the British had no right to make new

-demands.  The Lechnical answer to him, that there was no

security for his solvency in the immediate future, was clearly !

insufficient.  In effect, the Governor-General's real position eroudl

was that the public safety imperatively required a reorganisa-: it

tion, and since the existing ' treaty did not provide for it, the | i

Nawab must accept a new treaty whether he liked it or not. S

- The negotiations were entrusted to another of the Wellesley

brothers, Henry, afterwards Lord Cowley: and finally the

Nawab' submitted under protest, declaring that he did so

only because it was not in his power to resist, -
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The justification of the Governor-General's high-handed
action lay in the two principles; that under Oriental condi-
tions, no existing Government in India could be held to have
really acquired the full status of what international jurists
mean by a State; and that a State in the Oriental sense
could not be allowed to subsist on the British border under
conditions which made it a standing source of peril To
this it is fair to add that Oudh itself had always stood in a
peculiar relation to the British since the battle of Buxar,
By all Oriental custom, it had then become forfeit to the
British, having been overthrown in a war in which it had
openly acted the part of aggressor entirely without provoca-
tion ; and there was always a tacit sense that ‘while the
British had shown a surprising generosity in not claiming
the forfeit, their title to do so on occasion still remained
morally valid, .

During the first period of his career, the Governor-General's
energies were by no means restricted to dealings with the

Wellesley's Country Powers. ' His views of Indian policy had their root
sehemes i the problem which Bonaparte was presenting to the states-

agalnst

France.

men of Europe. Having a grasp of the principles of maritime
defence, Wellesley would have crippled the activity of the
French in Eastern waters by falling upon their naval station
at the Mauritius ; which they were able to use greatly to the
detriment of the traffic round the Cape, and would have
bacome ‘trebly ‘dangerous, if the maritime supremacy of
Britain could have been shaken, as a base for attacking India
itself.  In this, however, he was foiled by the obstinacy of
Admiral Rainier, who refused to carry out his instructions
without orders from the Admiralty ; and the opportunity was
lost.  Similarly his efforts to make use of Ceylon were foiled
by the obstinacy of the Governor, and the refusal of ministers

‘to incorporate that island with the Indian dominions. His

activity however was congenially displayed in the dispatch to
Egypt in 1800 of an expedition commanded by Sit David
Baird. The troops on their arrival found no fighting to do,

©‘as their approach decided the French to capitulate to the

force from England which was already there.. The idea of
a combined Franco-Russian invasion overland also led to






CHAPTER X111
LORD WELLESLEY : (2) 1802-1805
(Maps V. and VIIL)

‘N?ELLESLEY’S Mysore policy and his triumph over
Tippu had been hailed with universal applause,

bis- alike in England and in India, The subsequent application
srovalof of the same root principle, the flat negation of the ideal of

non-interference, was viewed with much disfavour in Leaden-

Hadia hall Street and with only halfhearted approval by the ministry
House. in' London. In fact, the Directors and FProprietors were

growing distinctly hostile to the Governor-General, | Other
causes were combining to this end. The Governor-General
was exercising patronage extensively. His appointments
were indisputably excellent, but the Directors felt that a
privilege which they still regarded as their own was slipping
froni their hands, They required the cancellation of the
appointment of Henry Wellesley. to the administration of
the districts ceded by Oudh, which were afterwards known
as part of the North West Provinces; as well as of other
appointments ; to the extreme disgust of Ford Wellesley.
They were indignant with him, because he recogmised what
had now become the necessity of admitting merchants other
than the Company to the privileges of trade; since they
believed that their financial interests would suffer by any
relaxation of their monopoly.  Wellesley perceived  the
urgent need of educating the Company's servants in Tndia
for the performance of their functions as rulers, and on his
own responsibility established a college in Calcutta partly
' for that purpose. The Company demanded the abolition of
the college, and only under pressure from the Board of
Control assented to its maintenance in an eviscerated form.
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