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. of vacancies in the civil line of the Company's service it

India to the civil servants of the Company. They directed
accordingly, « that Mr. Wellesley be removed forthwith:
Thiﬂ letter, dated the 19th of August, 1802, transmittad;
as was legally necessary, to the Board of (ontrol, was 1@
turned, on the 20th of September, with a prohibition 0
express for the present any decision upon the appointmﬂﬂ*‘
of Mr. Wellesley, for the following reasons ; first, because
the service to which Mr. Wellesley was appointed, being
not in the fixed and ordinary line of the Company’s 56
vice, and not permanent, but extraordinary and temporar¥s
it did not appear that the rights of the covenanted s€
vants, or the law which prescribed the mode of supplyRé
vacancies, were infringed; secondly, because occasio
might occur in which, for extraordinary duties, the enks
ployment of persons, without the line of the Corapany#
service, might be expedient ; thirdly, because if there €3
isted any such cases, it was proper to wait for the reﬂso”s,
of the Governor-General, hefore a decision was pronguncé®’
especially, as Mr. Wellesley, it was probable, would ba¥e
resigned his office, before the order for his remd
could be received, and as he had disinterestedly declined
all emoluments beyond the amount of what would hav®
belonged to him, as private-secretary to the Governor
General ! ]
On the 13th of March, 1802, the Governor-General wrote
to the Court of Directors in the following words : * 1 h8¥?
the satisfaction to assure your Honourable Court, that tH¢
settlement of the ceded provinces has proceeded with &
degree of facility and success, which has execeded my DO
sanguine expectations.” e
A business, relating to another territorial cessior n
the mean time occupied the attention of the Licutens?
Governor. In addition to the territorial cessions \‘_?111 :
Liad been extorted from the Nawab Vizir,was the t}"bu
paid to the government of Oude by the soyerelgl o .
Furruckabad. The ancestors of this Prince had Ia;;g
solicited, and enjoyed, the protection of the Hast IB
Company, against the wish to dispossess them, which &

-knew was cherished by the Nabobs of Oude, Their P

cipality extended along the western banks of the Gang®
I Papers, ut supra, i, 42—44,



OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL. E

e e north-western houndary of the principality BOOK VI.
~Mudea space of about 150 miles in length, and a cmap. 1x.
third of ‘that extent in breadth ; yielding a revenue of
?eaﬂy ten and a half Jacs of rupees. It was surrounded -1802.
°F the greater part by the territories belonging to Oude,
Which had been recently transferred to the Fast Indis
Eu;n_l-"ﬂny. For terminating the disputes, which had long
o Sisted between the princes of Furruckabad and Oude,
& Teaty, under the influence of the English government,
5 a8 concluded in 1756 ; according to which it was agreed,
_"‘F the Nawab of Furruckabad should not retain any
Military force beyond what was requisite for purposes of
State ; "that the Nawab of Oude should always maintain
ttalion of Sepoys in Furruckabad for the protection
O the torritories and person of the Nawab; and “on
2%e0unt,” gays the treaty, “of the troops which the
awab Asoph ud Dowla shall so maintain, the Nawab
J#uffer Jung will pay him the sum of four lacs and
wh'y thousand rupees yearly, instead of all the sums
¢ 1ch the gajd Asoph ud Dowls, in capacity of Vizir, used
shrgﬁe}ry to take from him ; and henceforth his people
s °¢ ab his own disposal”’ The English government
| llpcg‘% I its quality of protector, quartered a Resident
YMady he Nawab of Furruckabad, and a use having heen
Hia atof his power, which the Marquis Cornwallis, in a
igp ¢h to his masters, described as “having ever been
¥ offensive to the Vizir, as having in no degree pro-
o hw_ﬂle lnterest or the satisfaction of the Nawab, and
| s Mg — while it produced no sort of advantage to
Of thy Mpany — by no means contributed to the credit
Nor, iy Bovernment of Hindustan,” that Supreme Gover-
I“l‘l;m 1787, determined, “That the English Resident at
a&em"k&b&d ghould be recalled, and that ne other should
T ards be appointed.” /
i ctﬁ; eldest gon of the Nawab Muzuffer J ung being con-
oy, of the murder of his father, was cn._rrtled to Liuck-
Mo and ponfined by orders of the Vizir, when the
Now, 5100 deyolved upon the secoud son of the late
Pegea : b that time a minor, The appointment of g
- bllt Was reparded as & point of too much importance
\ang © lefy ¢, the Vizir ; the English government interfered,
Made choice of an uncle of the young Nabob, who
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“had formerly been minister. On the visit pal
oita . late Governor-General to Lucknow, in 1797, he

—— waited upon by the young Nawab, and the Regent, Who

1802,

had numerous complaints to prefer against oue another:

The Regent was continued in his office, and terms were
‘drawn up for better regulating the administration. T
Marquis Wellesley, in his progress towards Oude, b
required the presence of both the Nawah and the RegeX
at Caunpore, and had carried them with him to Tucknow:
His purpose was, both to receive their acknowledgemer
upon the late transfer of the Furruckabad tribute ; 8
4o adjust,” as he himself expresses it, © the terms ©
a new and improved arrangement of the affairs of theb
(principality — upon terms caloulated to secure itS proz
perity, and beneficial to the interests of the Homml‘f’!’i‘a
Compuny.” The pressure, notwithstandiug, of other & at
prevented him from engaging in the business of the Jo5:
ditated changes ; and he left the execution of them
the Lientenant-Governor of the ceded country, tO_W’h'JIﬂ
the Nawab and Regent were desired to repair W)
practicable expedtion.!

The termination of the Nawab's minority was nov ap”
proaching, when he desired that the power and man
ment of his prineipality should be put into his own hand®
In writing his instructions to Mr, Welles]ey, the Glovern?: ¢
General remarks, that the time was now come, when !
became necessary either to vest the Nawab with ha:
genaml government of the couniry, or to demad i
cession of it to the Honourable Company.

The advantages of the cession to the Company; g e
in a political and pecuniary point of view,” he said, * ‘“?ul
obvious.” And to leave the principality to the rig‘g‘w;‘
heir of its ancient masters, was extremely objection® |
inastuch as the Regent, who had an interest in defa o |
him, had given him a very bad character. It is tru pub |
Nawnb had also given the Regent a bad character j '
the Regent, it seems, met with belief; the Nawab, BO= o

Pwo remarks are here unavoidable. The first 15 “op
whatever were the springs of action in the mind © .

ard®h
i s

1 Papers, ut supra xii. 9. See also the article of charge again
Wellesley, relating to Furruckitbad, For the statistics of Furrue

Reunel and Hamilton's East India Gazetteer,
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eneral, he was foroibly drawn to believe, in BOOK VL
?°{lf0rmif.y with his wishes ; and few men, where the case cuar.ix,
ISInvolved in any obscurity, are capable of believing in
9Ppusition to them. The next remark is, that we haye 150%
ore another instance of the doctrine, taught to the
World, hoth by the reasonings, and still more remarkably
¥ the practice of the Governor-General, that, wherever
ﬂ}ﬁ character of a sovereign is bad, and his government
€ither bad, or so much as likely to be so, he ought to be
Sposed, and his power transferved to hands, in which a
etter use may be expected to be made of it.
It is not to be supposed, that the Governor-General
Would wish to narrow his doctrine to the basis of his
Particular case ; because that would reduce it to the atro-
®lous Machiavelism, That it is always lawful for a strong
Plince to depose a weak one, at least if he has first kept
m a while in the thraldom of dependence, whenever he
SH00ses to suppose that he himself would govern better
than the weak one,
csoho Regent arrived at Bareilly which the Lieutenant-
overnor of the ceded districts had made the seat of his
Ministration, on the 230th of April, 1802, a few days
farlier than the Nawab. The Lieutenant-Governor re-
g]“‘-‘ﬁtﬁd to know what plan of reform he would recom-
it eud, for the government of the Nabob's country. “He
Dheared at first,” says the Lientenant-Governor, “ very un-
that,ng to disclose his sentiments, stating in general terms
host he was unable to form any judgment of what was
s for the country ; but that he was willing to subseribe
any arrangement which the Governor-General might
fem advisable” The Lieutenant-Governor, proceeded to
'Ezesa him, declaring to him, that “without a free aud
int:"sel‘ved communication, on his part, no confidential
Sta Teonrse could subsist between them.” The l_'{a_ganb
ted his wish to decline the suggestion of any opinions,
&n',i_EHtmated to hear what were the designs of the
"tish government, * Being desirous,” says the Lieute-
:&“ GO\'emor, “that the proposal, of vesl.i‘ng the civil
I::d Military guthority in the hands of the British govern-
3 0t should originate with the Regent, I continued to
e him to an unreserved disclosure of his sentiments
With Tespect to the most eligible plan for the future
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VE government.,” He then stated, that three modes 0¢

< to his mind. One was, that the administration shonld

still remain in his own hands. Another was, that the
Nawab, upon the expiration of his minority, shonld assumé
ihe reins of government. The third was, that the Engliﬁé
should take the government to themselves. As to the
first plan, the Lieutenant-Governor replied, that the sver
gion of the Nawab would render it impracticable, From
the second, if the character ascribed to the Nawab, BY
the Regent himself, were true, the effects of good gover?”
ment could not be expected. Remained, as the only uB°
objectionable scheme, the transfer of all the powers @
government fo the Honourable Company. *Here,” 587®
M. Wellesley, in his account transmitted to the Governcr:
General, “I stated, that your Lordship had long been !
opinion that this was the only arrangement which co™!
ultimately afford satisfaction to all parties,and establish th
welfare and prosperity of the province upon a secure 81
permanent foundation.” The Regent was assured th®
a liberal provision would be made for all the persons
whom this arrangement affected, and that his interests
particular would not be neglected. The Regent “ Ht“t_”d
in reply, that he had the fullest reliance upon the British
government ; and that he was ready to promote the Gover:
nor-General’s views, by all the means in his power.”

Upon the arrival of the Nawab, a ropresentation was
made to him of the necessity of a radical reform in
government of his country, and of tho plan which ' the
Governor-General approved. Requesting to receive tB°
proposition in writing, it was transmitted to him in
following words ; “That the Nawab should be contin®
on the musnud of his ancestors with all honour, consigh®
ing over the civil and military administration of the P
vince of Furruckabad into the hands of the CompaBy®
government: that whatever balance should remain £r0
the revenues collected, affer paying the amount O tho
Company’s tribute, the charges of government, and
expense of a battalion of Sepoys, in the room of an armY
now maintained by the Regent, should be paid withot®
fail into the Nawab's treasury.” What is here remarks
is the Zanguage ; the Nawab was to be continued ont
throne of his ancestors, with all honour ; at the S8
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s :
e-éliat"the government and dominion of the country BOOX VI.

Were wholly and for everto be taken from him, and Le cnar. ix.

W45 to be reduced to the condition of a powerless indi-
¥idual, @ mere pensioner of the state. A new degree of
Skill, in the mode of stating things, had been acquired
Since abdication was proposed to the Vizir. The Nawab
®Monstrated, in moderate, but pathetic terms: “I havo
Understood the proposition for delivering up the country
Of Furruckabad into the hands of the Company’s govern-
nt. T have no power to make any objections to what-
e"ﬁl_‘ You propose: but youknow that the Governor-General,
Quring my minority, delivered over the country to Khirud-
und Khan, as deputy ; now that my minority has passed,
‘When I was in hopes that Ishould be putin possession
of the country and property, this proposition is made to
126 Tam totally at a luss what to do. If I deliver over
the country to the English government, all my relations
and my neighbours, and all the nobility of Hindustan,
Will say that I have been found so unfit by the English
Sovernment, and they did not think proper to intrust me
:ﬂ’:h the management of such a country: and I shall
Sver e3cape, for many generations, from the sneers of
.2 Peoplo.  Tf, on the contrary, I say anything in disobe-
mien?'-‘ to your orders, it will be against all rules of sub-
58lon and propristy.”” He then proceeded to propose,

& a6 the English government should appeint one of its
ta? *ETvants, as superintendent of revenue; who should
© Cognizance of the collections ; send even his own
ﬁe{:tﬁ Yo the villages, to act in common with the Fur-
t—hc abag collectors; and transmit the stated tribute to
i OMpany. “In this way,” said he, “ your wishes may
&;; &cccmplished, and my honour and name preserved
; O0g the people.— As hitherto, no person throughout
md“ﬁtﬂn. without a fauli, has been deprived of the Com-

g-‘lu} s fiiendship and generosity ; if I should also gain my

B8lves, it would not derogate from your friendship and
Crosity.»

e Lieutonant-Giovernor immediately replied, that his

E?oi?ﬁ-‘sibion wag inadmissible ; that, acc.m‘diug to the con-

th:hon of the (overnor-General, nothing but transfor of

), B9Vernment, could answer the ends proposed: and
® Yenewed that proposition with an earnest request tliat
Vor, vy, o

1802,
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. the Nabob would take it into his cool"a.nd'dj’apassicmf@

consideration”” The Nawab, still venturing to declare it
#gxtraordinary, that no other mode could be devised,” for
the rectification of what was amiss, entreated to be fur:
riished with astatement of the revenues, of the demands of
the English, and of the balance which would remain for
his subsistence, after deduction of them was made. By
the account which was delivered to him, it appeared that
he would receive 62,366 rupees, per anmum. The Nawal
offered little further objection. Some moderate requests
which he preferred were liberally granted. And a treaty
was concluded on the 4th of June, 1802, by which the
qountry was ceded in perpetuity to the English, bub
instead of the balance of the revenues, a fixed sum of
one lac and 8000 rupees per annum was settled on the
Nawab.

«Tt may be proper,” says the Lieutenant-Governor, in
concluding his report, upou this transaction, to the
Governor-Gleneral, “to observe, that Khirudmund Khan
(the Regent) has afforded me no assistance towards ob-
+aining the Nawab's consent to the cession, although upen
his arrivel at Bareilly, he confessed himself to be aware
of the necessity of it—I have great reason to be satisfied
with the conduct of the Nawab ; who, if he hLad been
suffered to follow the dictates of his own judgment; would,
Iam pemnadad, have ﬂ-‘?"e“ﬁd to your Lordship's pr’opmsals
with very little hesitation. He has invariably expressed
himself desirous of promoting your Lordship's views, by
all the means in his power™ The ground, then, upon
which the necessity of taking the country was fo,llﬂdﬂl},
namely, the bad character of the Nabob, was discovered,
and that, before the conclusion of the business, to e false.!
«Tt js satisfactory,” says the Lieutenant-Governor in
another despateh, “to reflect that the transfer of the pro-

vince

Proyiously to my departure from the ceded provinces, b

had an interview with the Nabob at Furruckabad, who

psprogsed pimself highly gratified by the arrangemen®

which had taken place; and whose respectable appearant®

sorrounded by his family and dependants, furmed a striking |
1 o , Ut pupre, xii, 028,

of Farruckabad has not been less beneficial to the |
interests of the Nabob than to those of the Company- |



mtrast with the state of degradation in' whick Be ap- BOOK VL
Peaved, when the affairs of Furruckabad were administered onar, 1x.
by his uncle, the Nabob Khirudmund Khan)'s It is
Curious enough to observe the doctrine which is held 1802,
forthy by the Anglo-Indian government. Uniformly, as
they desirs to transfer the sovereignty of any prince—the
Nabols of Furruekabad, the Nabob of Oude, the Nabob of
the Carnatic, the Raja of Tanjore—to themselves, they
Tepresent it asno injury to the Prince to e deprived of
hﬂsﬂvrem'gnty; but; on the other hand a benefit, and a
8reat ong, if they are allowed to live upon a handsome in-
ome, as private men. Do the Hast Indiv Company, and
- 36 servants and ' masters of tho Fast Indis Company,
limit their doctrine to the case of East India Princes, or
o they hold it as a general doctrine, applicable to princes
M every part of the globe ?

In what was called the settlement of the country, for

Which the Lieutenant-Governor was specially appointed,

]?rincipal duty which he prescribed to himself, the
Delpal duty which was expected of him, was to put in
Play the English machinery for the collection of the
TeVenue. The English collectors were distributed ; and,
ter as much knowledge as they could, by inquiry and
Persopal inspection, obtain respecting the ability of the
sontributors, an assessment &t so much per village was

4 on the land ; and the terms of it settled for three
g:h““ _In some of the districts; in which the present

Solation seemed easy to be repaired, an increase of rent
Was to be levied each succeedine year,

1o Sayer, including duties of trausit, and soms other
*es, the Lieutenant-Governor found here t6 be charac-
Y12ed by the same inconvenience which had recom-
Mendeq {he abolition of them in Bengal ; namely, great
;"Pﬂnsa of colleetion, great vexation to the people, and
1tElg Yevenue to the government. He, therefore, took
. W wway « and established a regular oustom-house tax,
I8 theiy place,

Palt in the ceded districts, had heretofore only paid
YeMain quties to the government ; and was imported into

® distriets by dealers. These dealers aro represented

9 Lieutenant-Governor as few in number, able to

1 Papers, ut supra, 1 86,
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Zsipport o kind of monopoly, and regulate the

s Aheir will. The sale of salt was now erected into a mo-

nopoly in the hands of government. The ILieutenant-

1802.  Governor calculated, that the profit to government,
“without,” he says, “materially enhancing the- price t0
consumers,” would be eleven lacs of rupees per annum.

The commereial resources of the country presented t0
the Licutenant-Governor an object of particular care.
There was no obstruction, but what might easily be e
moved, in the navigation of the Jumna, from its entrance
into the country, to its junction with the Ganges. BY
removing the evils which had driven commerce from this
river, piracy, and vexatious duties, he expected to increase
eXceedingly the commercial transactions of the country,
and to render Allahabad, which was a sacred city of [—!“ea‘8
resort, o remarkable emporium between the eastern an
western quarters of Hindustan.!

The Commissioners of the Board of Settlement, in ad=
dition to their administrative duties, as assistants f{f th_a
Lieutenant-Glovernor, were appointed the judges of cirouit
and appeal ; and six judges, with the title of registrar®
were destined to hold Zillah Courts, at the six pri:.wiP“l
places of the country.?

In the new country were several Zemindars, who, 88
usual under the native governments, had enjoyed & sort
of sovereignty, and of whom little more was exacted than
an annual tribute, and sometimes the nse of their troop®
in war. In the first year of the Company's Ijossuaqion,
these Zemindars were only required to yield the same
tiibute which they had paid to the Vizir, To the alters
tions which were proposed in the second year, a Baj%
named Bugwunt Sing, who possessed the two forts ©
Snanee and Bidgeghur, and maintaided an army of 20;
mon, showed an aversion to submit, He was given
understand, that in the terms no alteration would
made, and that non-compliance must be followed by the
surrender of his forts. It was deemed a matter of mOr°
ihan ordinary importance to dispossess Bugwunt Si6g °l
these two forts, both as they rendered him too pOWaTﬁl

for o compliant subject, and as his example afforded 88
cotragement to other Zemindars.

1 Papers, ut supra, 1. 34—42. 7 Ihid, p. 64.
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SIEGE OF SASNEE, LJ}
s 12th of December, 1802, Lieutenant-Colonel BOOK VI:
Blair, with a force consisting of four troops of native ciar. 1x.
cavalry, four battalions of native infantry, and a supply of ————
ordnance, took a position ahout two miles distant from the 1802
forlt. of Sassnee, He was not ready to commence the '
Operations of the siege till the 27th, when the approaches .
Were begun, at the distance of 800 yards from the place.
On the 25th the garrison began for the first time to fire.
On the 30th, towards evening, a sally was made against
the head of the trenches, and repulsed with a very trifling
loss, On the 3rd of January, 1803, about the same time
of the day, another sally was made on the trenches, by a
large body of infantry, under cover of a heavy fire from
the fort; but though some of the enemy rushed im-
Petuously into the trenches, they speedily retived. The
breaching and enfilading batteries were completed on the
Hight of the 4th. It was found necessary to increase the
f""‘fﬂ, employed in the reduction of the Raja. The 4th
Tegiment of native cavalry, the 2nd battalion of the 17th
Tegiment, and five companies of his Majesty's 76th regi-
ment were added ; and the Honourable Major General
Bt John was sent to take the command, On the evening of
the 14th, Lieutenant-Colonel Blair, judging the breach to
¢ Practicable, selected fifteen of the flank companies for
¢ assault, and ordered them to storm a little before day-
reak, while o false attack was made on the opposite side
Of the fort. They descended into the diteh, and planted
their ladders ; but unhappily found that by the unexpected
depth of the ditch, and the sinking of tho ladders ih the
g, they came short of the necessary length by several
feet,  After an ineffoctual endeavour to mount, and after
the sepoys had remained fifteen minutes upon the ladders, |
$3posed to a heavy fire, the party was withdrawn, with the
958 of ten men killed, and somewhat more than double
© number wounded.
The Commander-in-Chief repaired to Sasnee with the
*einforcement of another regiment of cavalry ; joined the
®Siegers on the 31st ; ordered the approaches to be ad-
Vanced 200 yards, and the place to be invested as closely as
Dossible, (Jn the Sth, the town adjoining the fort was
aken, The enemy defended it feebly ; butmade a strong,

though unsuecessful, attempt, to recover it the following
Night,
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bl About eight o’clock on the evening of the 11th, the gar-

ciar. 1x- Tison evacuated the fort without being perceived. As

goon as the event was known, a party of cavalry hastened,

1802,  apd with some success, to prevent them from getting into
the fort of Bidgeghur. The Raja withdrew to a fork
which belonged to him, within the line of the Mahratta
frontier.

The army proceeded on the 13th, and sunmened Bidge-
ghur, which the commander, without the consent of his
master; declined giving up., Weather being adverse, the
batteries were not ready till the morning of the 21st. On
the evening of the 27th, the breach was made practicable,
and at five o'clock in the morning, the assault was 0
begin ; bub during the night, exceedingly dark and rainy,
the garrison were discovered evacuating the fort, Though
many were killed, the majority, and all the principal lead-
ers escaped, The loss during the siege was trifling, bus
Lientenant-Colonel James (Gordon, an officer of merit, Was
killed by the explosion of a powder-magazine in the forts
the morning after it was taken.!

In the month of March, the commission appeinted for
the provisional government of the ceded provinces was
golved ; Mr, Wellesley resigned his situation of Lientenant-
Governor ; and immediately returned to Burope. In @
despatch, dated 19th of November, 1803, the home sutho-
rities declare their entire approbation of the late transae-
tions with the Vizir ; “the stipulations of the treaty being
caleulated to improve and secure the inlerestsof the Vizgil
as well as those of the Company ;” nay more, ¢ to provi
more- effectually hereafter for the good government of
Oude, and consequently for the happiness of its inhalbi-

, tants” “We cannot conclude,” they say, “without expres-
sing our satisfaction, that the cessions in question bave
been transferred, and provisionally settled, with so litto
delay, as already to admit of their being brought under
the general administration of the Bengal government.
The special commission, at the head of which Mr. Henry
Wellesley was placed, sppear to ms ‘to have executed
their drust with zeal, diligence, and ability ; and the et~
tlement of the revenue, which they have coneluded for s
period of three years, holds out fattering prospects of

5 Papers, ut supra, Sapplement, No. 2, 45 -vol. i,




MENT OF THE CEDED DISTRICTS.

U8 much satisfactory information with respect to the re-
Sources of the upper provinces; and we are happy to
 this occasion of approving the conduet, and acknow-

Yedging the serviees of that gentleman,™!
4s the temptation of administrators to exaggerate the
Success of their measures is almost irresistible; as the
distance of Indian administrators affords them, in this
Yespect, peculiar advantages; and as it is pleasing to be
led‘ by flattering representations, this is a deception against
Which the public, as yet, are by no means sufficiently on
their guard. “Itis with the highest degree of satisfac-
Yon,” says the Governor-General in Couneil, in a despatch
1 the revenue department, to the home authorities, dated
20th of October, 1803, “that his Excellency in Council
Atquaints your Honourable Court, that the wisdom of
08¢ measures, adopted during the administration of Mr.
Weﬂesley, for promoting the improvement and prosperity
of the ceded provinces, appears to have been fully con-
thmcd by the tranquillity which has generally prevailed
‘rough tho country, and by the punctuality and facility
7th which the revenue, on account of the first year of
: trionnial settlement, has been realized.”* From such
Tepresentation as this, every man would conelude, that
8reat contentment and satisfaction prevailed. Hear Mr.
d-iiie.!f, who was appointed judge and magistrate of the
a3 .rmt of Et.t_nwah, in February, 1503, and there remained
Co 1805. Being asked, as & witness before the House of
Hmong, on the 20th of June, 1806, “ Were the Zemin-

S 68,

Papers,
2 3,30
nn“l'u £, it gupra, p. 4G. ' The satisfaction,” says the ‘fudicial lottor f
Ottoher, In the department of the codid inces, dated on the same S0th of
Provinee

gencrally manifestéd dey-all ptipna of persons in the ceded
Trovinces, a the tranak o thasaips 1o he of the British
Ay 6N, and the unh:tcnux:d which led the
Llam ander the tion of tho G G in Connell, by the lsts
um““’"llnt-uovcruur. and the Board of O for the tab

MENL of the authority of the Biitish government in these previne
ey, lohbﬂ:udhng&nmﬂtu-luwm room to doubt nrm ex:::
ingee?. ©f immediately introducing into the ceded provinces the system of
T4l govermnent estabifshed fn . It fawith the bighest degree of
Whjgaotion, His Exoelleney fn Oownoll (sensbled 40 add, that the tranquillity
huln_ 1 previdled 1% the country, and the submission
Alfory o6, manitested by all classes of people to the anthorkty of the laws,
" tlmumtpmnt,bo\hofmhn;ahhl "P&“m?“g“lfgc-mmwuc

E:m;‘lti.md of the cxpediency int .t

: crease. The general report, delivered in by Mr poox vi.
weuﬁalc_\,-, on.the termination of his mission, has afforded opap 1x.

1802.
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d,dars, and higher orders of the people, attache
" government during the whole period you were judge and
magistrate of the Etawah district?” — he answered;
“(Generally speaking, I believe the higher orders of peoplo
.in our district were not at all well-inclined to the Britis
government.—Do you not believe that they ave ripe for &
revolt if & favourable opportunity should offer 7—They
certainly showed that disposition once or twice during
the time [ held that office. During your residence there
did the inhabitants become more, or did they become less
reconciled to the British government3—I conceive they
were subsequently much less reconciled, certainly, that
they were at first.—To what cause do you attribute that ?
o their being dissatisfied with the rules and reguld
tions introduced into the country for their government.—
Did that prevail principally among the Zemindars, or the
inhabitants in general 7—The inhabitants, in general, a1¢
so influenced by the conduct and desires of the Zeminder™
who are independent princes, that their desire is prit-
cipally that of the head men.—Do you consider that the
Zemindars, while they were nominally under the Nabots
considered themselves as independent ‘princes, and Bct.e
as such 7—Certainly, they considered themgselves as 1H°
dependent princes”! Tt by no means follows, that any
blame was due to the government, on account of the dis-
affeotion of the Zemindars ; because they were dissatistied,
from the loss of their power; and so long as they retain®
it, good government could not be introduced, Vet a desir®
existed, on the part of administration, to conceal the fact,
to conceal it probably even from themselves.

After several manifestations of a refractory spirit, t2°
Zemindar of Cuchoura agreed to deliver up his fort.
the 4th of March, 1803, an English captain, and two com*
panys of sepoys, were admitted within the outer Wo'u
when the army of intimidation, which had accompani®
them, was withdrawn. After they had been delayed
under various pretences, for several hours, a gun was 1'“3
out from the upper fort to a position in which it coul
rake the passage in which the sepoys were drawn up, 8¢
the parapets of the walls on each side, were lined immet
ately with about eight hundred armed men ; when a me®
1 Minutes of Evidence, p. 54—50,
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wTeceived from the Zemindar, that unless they BOOK VI.
retired, they would all be destroyed. As nothing could ciae. ix.

 "®gained by resistance, the commanding officer obeyed

| 30 was not molested in his retreat. When the army had 1803,

- Wken up its position before the place, the Zemindarwrote

- letter, in which he afirmed, that he had been treated

- With indiguity by the gentlemen who had arrived to de-

- Mand surrender of the fort, that hostilities were begun by

 the English troops, and that so far from intentions of war,

| 1@ Was ready to yield implicit obedience. After whabshad

|

|

ha}.‘P&ued, he was told, that nothing would suffice but the
conditional surrender of himself, and all thab apper-
tained to him. The trenches were begun on the nizght of
the Sth ; the breaching battery opened on the morning of*
tl}'-’ 12th ; and before night, had made such progress, that
With $wo hours more of daylight, the breach would have
‘6en effected. Between seven and eight o'elock in the
:?ening, the enemy rushed from the fort, with a resolution
% force their way through the chain of posts which sur-
B:ifnded them. They were attacked, and pursued for
o‘eml mmiles with considerable slaughter. The principal
hiﬁlﬂf the English was in Major Nairne, an officer of the
B 'BSt promise, who was killed by a matehlock ball, as
Was leading his corps to the charge.!

€ evidence of disaffection in the ceded districts broke
"“ltm;n 2 manner somewhat alarming, at the commence-
1803 of the Mahratte war. On the 4th of September,
e 2 party of Mahrattas, led by a French officer, made
ia;"_ﬂummn in the neighbourhood of Shekoabad, in the
o et of Btawah. Mr. Ryley is asked by the House of
nh?mﬂn?, “ Did the Zemindars and the other people not
not - W inclination to join him 1” He answered, “They
hiﬁ?}‘ly showed an inclination, but they actually did join
u.nTha Raja Chutter Saul possossed the fort of Tetteeal,
pod- fad yiot only shown a refrsctory, buta predatory dis-
Sition ; he was therefore considered in rebellion, and a
Ly ;
tl;: ‘z‘:npsai ]::z'E{f{:;fc?p;??;.m"ﬁ?&fnmﬂ:g]‘gléknml spirit of revait which

trediuidarg of this conntry exhibited, on the small check which our teaops

Epy Eﬁi 8L Shekoabad, &e." saysa lstter of Captaia M, White commanding ut

Yol {jj "t Hated 19th September, 1803, Papers, ut supts, Supplement, No. 2,
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- resward offered for his persen, either dead oralive. Onthe

30th of September, Licuterant-Colonel Guthrie marched
to Teeteeah ; and, as it had been dismantled by a detach-
ment of the British army a few months before, expected

4o take it by assault. After a severe contest of some

hours, he was overpowered by the enemy, and sent a mes-

to Captain Dalston to hasten to his relief. On the
arrival of that officer, he found the force under Colon_el
‘Giuthrie completely broken, and sheltering themselves 11
the diteh, immediately under the wall of the fort : while
the people within, not able to take aim at them with their
matchlocks, were throwing powder-pots, which exploded
among them in the ditch, and the people of the surround-

ling villages were assembling to attack them from without

Captain Dalston with his field-pieces soon cleared the tops
of the walls ; and enabled Colonel Guthrie and his P_‘“'t'y
to make their escape from the ditch. Theloss was serions
(olonel Guthrie and three other English officers weré
wounded, the first mortally. Of the native officers: nearly
one third were either killed or wounded. They were W2
able to bring off either their gun or tumbril, of which the
one was spiked, the other blown up. On the followits
night, the enemy evacusted the fort, and the Reja fled
the other side of the Jummna.

W hatever belonged to the offenders was, in thess ¢as®”
taken as forfeited to the government ; for their persops
all the more eminent arong them found the means of
escape.!

e

CHAPTER X.

The Nabob of Surat deposed— The Raja of Tanjore dor
posed— The Nabob of Arcot deposed—|The Governo!”
General resigns.]

THE city of Surat, situated in ‘the province of Gujrah :

on the south side of the river Taptee, was by far =

greatest place of maritime commerce in India, when *

1 Minutes of evidence, p. 55.—M, Whatever may be thought of thag':t;s
by which possession of these districts was obtalned, the octurrences of
4 the text are stromy proofs that the change of mesiers was for the Nﬂ:"“e
the conmtry. 1t was quite Tnpessible for awy movernment to subsist ¥ g |

: hief intraviched himsell in bis eastie, andl was able 0 Mﬂ*‘
t red |
t

every petty o
liege lord at defiance. IW the power and vigonr of the B
government to put u ¢nd to state of anarchy In the —W.



Communicating easily with some of the cmar. x.
tchest provinces of the Mogul empire, it was conveniently
Suated not only for the traflic of the western coast of 1800
[nd""; but, what was ab that time of much greaterimport-
0ce, the trade of the Persian and Arabien gulfs. As it
Wa?. the port from which a passege was most conveniently
e to the tomb of the prophet, it acquired a peculiar
€ss in the eyes of Mussulmans, and was spoken of
unde_;- the denomination of one of the gates of Mecca. It
:f_qm!‘e(l great magnitude, as well as celebrity ; for, even
1t had confessedly declined, it was estimated in 1796
(4% 800,000 inhabitants; and though it is probable that
i his amount exceeds the realiby, Surat may at this time be
{*®garded as the largest city in India. When thevotaries
|9F the ancient religion of Persia, of which the Zend, and
Us Sommentary, the Pazend, are the inspired and sacred
lboolm, were driven from Persia, and the tolervating policy
1 OF Akbar drew a portion of them to India ; Surat, as the
| 198t celebrated landing-place from Persia, became the
il‘m}c.’i’al place of theirabode ; and there, about 14,000 of
e W descendants still preserve their manners, and adhere
| ¥ theip worship,
Present fort or castle of Surat was evected aboub
of (o odr 15643, when Sultaun Mohammed Shah was King
Gujrat, As this kingdom soon after yielded to the
D Larmg, Surat became subject to the government of
4. It fell in with the Mogul policy; to separate the
mdmml!tmtim of the city, from the government of the
Shatie, _The Governor of the castle, and ifs garrison, wero
tained Ly lands or jaghires, and tunkas or assign-
ents on fhe pevenws, The Governor of the town received
% customg, or faxes on exports and imports; the taxes
19lled molgats, on almost all commodities ; and the land
| TeVeno, subject to certain deductions for the Delhi trea-
Y, af sar ing districts.
|, Fop tﬁﬁmmﬂpﬁm of the westem side of
Idiy, the Mogul government established & fleet. Iis
| “SPense, jn tho wholo or in part, was defrayed by assign-
en the pevenues of Surat, Some time after the
®Mmang of this fleet had fallon into the hands of the

| Shiegy callod | the Siddess of Rajapoor, or about the year

the
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'ﬂ 74,1734, the Malirattas, carrying their conquests over almos

|

all the province, reduced the revenues of Surai to the |
taxes levied within the town, and the produce of a few

remaining districts. The Nabob of Surat, thus straitened

in his resources, began to fail in his payments to the fleet:

Thereupon the Siddees blockaded the port ; and compelled

him to appropriate to those payments the revenue of the

principal district from which any land revenue was noWw
derived, as well as a considerable part of the duties cok

lected within the town. In the year 1746, died the Nabob

Tee Beg Khan, and was succeeded in the Nabobship bBY

Sufder Khan, whoss son, Vukar Khan, entered at the

same time upon the government of the castle. Bub Men

Achund, who had married into the family of the late Na-

wab, and was supported by his widow, and some of the

leading men, contrived to possess himself of the castle, t0

the expulsion of Vukar Khan. He also applied to the

Mahratta, Damagee, the ancestor of the present Gaekwal

princes ; and promised him a portion of the reventes of

Surat, if aided by him in expelling also the Nabob of the
town. By this, commenced the Mahratta chout, which

was afterwards shared with the Peshwa. An officer, 85 |
collector of chout, was established on the part of the |
Peshwa, and another on the part of the Gackwar prince$

who, under the pretence of its affecting the revenués |
and hence the Mahratta chout, interfered with every

‘act of administration, and contributed to increase the |
misgovernment of the city. Even when the English,

at a much later period, conceived tho design of forcing

upon the Nawab a better administration of justice, they

were restrained by fear of the Mahrattas, to whom the

chout on law-suits (a fourth part of all litigated ]_:H"f-‘Pf’}'t.‘lr

was the fee for government) was no insignificant portion

of the exacted tribute.

Mea Achund succeeded in expelling the Nabob of the
city, and was himself after a little time compelled to Iy ;|
but a second time recovered his authority, which he per-:
manently retained. Amid these revolutions, however, the
government of the castle had been acquired by the Sid-
dee. But the use which he made of his power was 50|
oppressive to the city, that several invitations were sooni
after niade to the English-to dispossess him ; and take:
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vorl ng themselves with the Mahrattas, and the danger  cinse, x.
of deficient funds, kept the English shy till 1758, when an
Oufrage was committed upon some Englishmen Ly the  1800.
People of the Siddee,and all redress refused. The Nabab
agreed to assist them in any enterprise against the Siddee,
Provided he himself was secured in the government of the
town, A treaty to this eftect, reserving to the English the
Power of appointing a Naib or deputy to the Nawab was
concluded on the 4th of March, 1759 ; and on the same
day the Siddee agreed to give up the castle and the fleet.
S‘_lmluds were granted from Delli, vesting the Company
With the command and emoluments of both; in conse-
Quence of which, the Mogul flag continued to fiy on the
Castle, and at the mast-head of the Company’s priucipal
Cruiser on the station. The annual sum, allotted by the
Sunnuds for the expense of the castle and fleet, was two

CS of rupees; but the sources from which it was to
be derived were found to be far from equal to its pro-

Hetion,

. In 1763, the Nawal Mea Achund died ; and, under the
Influence of the Bombay government, was succeeded by
Son. In 1777, the office of Naib was wholly abolished,

¥ consent, of the Company ; and its funds transferred to

e Exchequer of the Nabob.

_Another suecession took place in 1790, when the father

ed,. and the son, in right of inheritance, avowed Ly the

glish government, ascended the musnud. His right
Wag exactly the same as that of the other governors, whose
Power hecame hereditary,and independent,upon the decline
of the Mogul government ; that of the Subahdars, for
S¥ample, of Oude, of Bengal, and the Decoan, or tho
awab of Arcot, acknowledged and treated as sovereign,

.él‘edita.ry princes, both by the English government, and
the English people. ;
. The exponse which the English had incurred, by hold-
g the castle of Surat, had regularly exceeded the sum,
which: notwithstanding various arrangements with the

ah‘-‘b, they had been able to draw from the sources of

Yenue, Towards the year 1787, the English authorities,

9th at home and ab the spot, expressed impatience under

5 burden, and the Nawab was importuned for two




cmAr.x. government in the city; and an enlargement of .
~——— English receipts. The expedient in particular recotd
mended, was, to disband a great proportion of his o®2 L

1800.

undisciplined soldiery, and assign' to the English _
‘sufficient’ for the maintenance of three local battalions-
“The Nabob,” says Governor Duncan, “betrayed an i
niediate jealousy of, and repugnance to, any’ concession 7
as well on the alleged ground of the inadequacy of 1
funds ; as of the priuciple of our interference with 1
administration ; which he declared to be inconsistent
with the treaty of 1759.” Notwithstanding this, he Was
induced, after a pressing negociation, to consent to pa¥
one lac of rupees annually, and to make other concession®
to the annual amount of rather mote then 30,000 rupoes:
But on the 8th of January, 1799, before the treaty wWo#
coneluded, he died. He left only an infand son, who st&
vived him but a few weeks: and his brother, as heir; 1aid
claim to the government.

The power of the English was now so great, that withotrt

their consent it was vain to hope to be Governor of Surﬂf_-'r
and it was resolved, on so favourable a conjunchure to
yield their consent, at the price alone of certain cone®s”
sions, These were; the establishrment of a judicature, a¥

the payment of a sufficient quantity of money. The nege”
tiation continued till the rionth of April, 1800. The ch_lﬂ

difficulty regarded the amount of tribute. Inlpm'f»"!l’:"ﬁ-‘r
was carried to the very utmost. The re-establishment of
the naibship was the instrument of intimidatior; for the
right; of the claimant wasregarded by the Bombay goveri-

ment as too certain fo be disputed. Governor Dunean, 124

his letter to the English chief at Surat, dated 15th Aptih
1799, describing a particular sum of money as no MOre

than what the Nabob cught to give, to ensure his =ut~
cession, and prevent the English from appoeinting & naib; |
adds, *which we have ag clear a right to do, a8 he lias to |
become Nabob ; or to enjoy the fruits of our protection t',':’i
his family and himeelf. Both points stand equally spect
fied in the treaty” With regard fo the right, however
of re-establishing a maibship, after having sanctioned 8

abolition, the caso was by no' meaus clear. The Court 0
Directors, in their letter to the Bombay Presidency, dated

HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. é ;l |

T. things ; the adoption of measures for the reform of

l
|
:
|

A
|
|

i
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1:0F February, 1797, had declared, ¢ Although it BOOK VI,
i e denied that the present Nabob, his father, and emar, x.
his grandfather, owed their elevation to the influence of
Ne Company ; we doubt our right to impose upon the 180
‘abob an officer under this denomination ; from the con-
eration that the first naib, nominated by the Company’s
Tepresentatives in 1750, was appointed under an express
artiele of a written agreement with the then Nabob Mea
Achund, and that upon the death of a second naib the
Ollice was consolidated with the office of Nabob, and was
1ot renewed upon the succession of the present Nabob.”
Ith regard to the right of inheritance in the present
climant, beside the declarations of Governor Dancan, of
Which that above quoted is not the only one, Mr. Seton,
chief at Surat, in his letter to Mi. Duncan, of the 26th
o' Dace-mber, 1799, says, “The Supreme Government
termined the musnud to be the hereditary right of his
Tother, and from that decision, consequently now his
established inheritance.”
The claimant consented to pay a lac of rupees annually
f’ Peérseveringly insisted that beyond that sum the
:‘:‘ enues of the place would not enuble him to go. After
o 1Y mode of importunity was exhausted, and every spe-
h'&s of Inquiry was made, Mr. Seton became satisfied, that
18 Statement was just, and on the 18th of August, 1799,
“y t? to the Governor of Bombay, in the following words
R Ve lef nothing undéne; and pressed him to the
Most. T am convinced he has not the means, or believe
ietl'e&]ly would pay more. Poor Mr. Farmer has been led
N0 g false opinion of the resources of Surat; and I could
alnl?sfi venture to stake my life on it, that niore than the
1510 to be got by any meana short of military force.
ke the Government from the family, and pension them
(though sucli a measure would, in my humble opinion, ba
| “Ontrary to good faith), T searce believe, after all endea-
| Yours, that the Company with these pensions, and the
l Nerenseq necegsary establishments, would be more in
Bocket, than they will now with their present establish-
et and this donation. What were the views of the
oo pany in possessing themselves of the castle? What-
Ver they wave, they are not altered, and they were then
Ent'”!fled with the castle;, and tunka revenue, which is only
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e R
FOOR v, diminished from o decrease of trade ; and here a lac is
ear x. unconditionally offered, which exceeds the amount of
castle and tunka revenue by 25,000 rupees per annui;
1#00.  yet the present government are not satisfied therewith
“and still want more ; which cannot be raised, if the Nabob
does not squeeze it out of the subjects.” A
A despatch from the Governor-Gieneral, dated 10th
March, 1800, was in due course received, which ordered
the Nawab to be immediately displaced, and the govern-
ment and revenues to be wholly assumed by the English.
This was the most unceremonious act of dethronement
which the English had yet performed ; as the vietim was
the weakest and the most obscure, Some of the explana-
tions with which this command was accompanied are not
much less remarkable than the principal fact. Not nego-
tiation, but dethronement, would have been adopted from
the first, except for one reason, namely, a little danger.
«The exigencies of the public service,” says the Goyernor-
General, ©during the late war in Mysore, and £he negotia~
tions which succeeded the termination of it, would have |
rendered it impracticable for your government to furnish
the wilitary force, indispensably necessary for effecting @
reform of the government of Surat, even if other con-
siderations had not rendered it advisable to defer that
reform until the complete re-establishment of tranquillity |
throughout the British possessions in India” It is here |
of importance, once more, to remark upon the phraseology |
of the Governor-General. To dethrone the sovereign, 1@
glter completely the distribution of the powers of goveri-
ment, and to place them in a set of hands wholly different
and new, though it constituted one of the most complete |
revolutions which it is possible to conceive, was spoken © |
as a “reform of the government.” |
The reasoning, by force of which the Governor-General
claims the right to make such a reform, cught to be heard.
“0On o reference,’ says he, “to the treaty of 1759, con-
cluded with Mayen-ed-din, we find that it was only 8|
personal engagement with that Nabob, and that it did 110*':
extend to his heirs, Independent of the terms of t‘ne}
traaty, the discussion which passed in 1793, on the death off
Mayen-ed-din, as well as the letter from your government,
dated the 25th of March, 1790, when the office of Nabob




4 me vacant, prove it to have been the general BOUK VL.
Febse, that the operation of the treaty of 1759 ceased on CHAR X
demise of Mayen-ed-din. The power of the Mogul g
¥ing also become extinct, it follows, that the Company :
being restricted with respect to the disposal of the
office of Nabob by any specific treaty, are at liberty to
Yispose of it as they may think proper.?
L 2ere fwo things are assumed : first, that the English of
that day were not bound by the treaty of 1750;: the
Seeond, that, wheresoever not bound by specifie treaties,
® English were at liberty to dethrons any soversiga
Whony they pleased ; or, in the language of the Governor-
Bheyal, « o dispose of the office of Nabob, as they moy
thigk proper,” Upon no part of this reasening is any
Mment yequired. !
Abtention is also due to the conduct of the Bomibay
Tlerg, ﬁoveruo} Duncan and Mr. Seton, had, both of
%W, Previously declared their conviction of the clear
¥18ht of the Nabob, not only to the Nabobship by inherit-
408, bt to tho support sad alliance of the English, by o
"Paty which their acts had repeatedly confirmed, Yet,
(2 800ner did they receive the command of the Governor.
“8eral o dethrone him, than they were ready to becoma
° active instraments of that dethronement, and, as far
on: PPears, without so much as s hint, that in their
BNion the command was unjust.
it Governor-General noxt proceeds lo say, that the
Of government which was performed by the Nabob,

E Xceedingly bad. Neither was the defence of the city
intzl €xtornal enemies in a tolerable stabe ; nor was its

oo ™hal government compatible with the happiness of the
Ple, under the prevailing “frauds, axactions, and mis-
gement in the collection of the revenus, the avowed
o Uption in the administration of justice, and the entiro
*loiency in the police. It is obvious,” he continues,
s
o : to deth th
unw;:?wmmi“ mpebarvaglyloy Sl B R
wr‘l'i“g afficer of the l;ll:sul empire. Supposs that by any rﬁm
s tie king of Delhi m&?mﬁm:hﬁw:“ga bqv‘::
urat, unless tliat oficer had returned tu his subordinate position >
Enilisn tad nppropriated, in tils part of Lodia, the po A
1 Hﬁ;ﬂwumm.ﬂ.mmmmmmm. 1t was
aivegets mderation, thab

s in mony otliers, nob their swbition, but their
"05.%5“ embarrassuent avd intonsisteney. —I¥,
VI, g
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. “that these important objects,” namely, the security an
GiAT, x. good government, of Surat, ©can only be attained by the

—— Company taking the entire civil and military government

1800,

of the city into their own hands: and consequently,” he

adds, “it is their duty, as well as their right, to have

recourse to that measure,”

Here again we sée the doctrine most clearly avowed, and
most confidently laid down as a basis of action, that bad
government under any sovereign constitutes a right, and
even a duty, to dethrone him ;! either in fayour of the
Fast India Company alone, if they ought to have the
monopoly of dethronement ; or in favour of mankind ab
large, if the privilege ought to be as diffusive as the
reason on which it is founded. :

It being deemed, by the Governor of Bombay, that _hla
own presence would be useful for effecting the revolution
at Surat, he left the Presidency in the end of April, and
arrived on the 2nd of May. After endeavouring to secute
the co-operation of the persons, whose influence was most
considerable on the mind of the Nawab, he opened the
business to that ruler himself,on the 9th, and allowed him
till the 12th to deliberate upon his answer. At the inter-
view, on that day, the Nawab declared ; that he counld not
survive acquiescence in the demand; not only from &
zense of personmal degradation ; but from the odium he
must incur among all Mussulmans, if he consente to
place the door of Mecca in the hands of a people who
another faith. The steps necessary for accomplishing the
revolution without regard to his consent, were now it
sued ; and preparations were made for removing his troops
from the guard of the city, and taking possession of it, by
the Company's soldiers, the following morning In the
mean time, the refloctions of the Nawab, and the remon
strances of his friends, convinced him that, 01’?"51“‘0“
being fruitless, submission was the prudent choice; he
therefore communicated to the Governor his willingness
to comply, and the treaty was mmuinally signed o1 the
following day. Tt had been transmitted by the Governor=
General, ready drawn; and was executed without alterts

. 3
1t shonld yather ba stated, the mal-sdminstration of a snbor\‘llnl:?a f;;:fc

tintiary constitutes a right and duty to dismiss ! ito 8
Y ) 3 vim s this is not quite
thlng a8 the right to depose independent ao:!migns.—w.



""9 the Bast India Company. And on their part, the Com-
Pany aoreed to pay to the Nabob and his heirs one lac of
Dees annually, together with a fifth part of what should
Main, a5 surplus of the revenues, after deduction of this
.g}Owt::nce, of the Mahratta chout, and of the charges of
~Vlection.
'E-nw?mn the powers of government were thus vested in
o glish hLands, establishments were formed for the admi-
LStration of justice, for the superintendence of police, for
€ collection of the revenue, and for the provision of the
“Ompany's investment. For this purpose, the Governor-
q“11&1'3,1 had given two leading directions ; the first was,
S0t ench of these departments should be committed to
¢ Bt oy persons ; and the secoud, that the powers vested

"985ikle  with those of the corresponding officers in
“fhgal. They have, therefore, no need of deseription.
hough stripped of all the powers of government, and a
-'ﬁm'& pensioner of state, it was still accounted proper for
®er Nagseer ud Deen to act the farce of royalty., Ilis
\ ‘CCession to the musnud of his ancestors was now ac-
o Owledgod by the English government, and he was placed
~ b with the same pomp and ceremony, as if lie had been
'j]f"ei\'ing all the powers of sovereignty, on the day after
% had for ever resigned them.
- The great difficulty was, to obtain deliverance from the
inl“r‘L‘I'y of the Mahratta chout. The Gackwar prince ex-
- "ssed the greatest readiness to compliment the Cum-
| '_?I!y, to whom he looked for protection, with the share
Vhich belonged to him. With the Peshws, the business
"8 not 5o easily arvanged.!
i In the despatch of the Court of Directors, dated  Poli-
| ey Departmont, 16th Qctober, 1797,” and addressed “to
2R Pregident in Council af Fort St. George,” they say,
1" We have requested Lord Mornington to make a short
m&y at Madras, previous to his proceeding to take upon
‘ IR:,‘SW 4 folio voluime of 533 pages, of papers relating to this transaction solely,

i e ; House of Commons, dated 14th July, 1806, and fur-
i '-hl.hmd“%\‘l:oﬂ?;\?:|:.v].m{lhlu of coutents, by which every papar, 1o which tho

1 3 refarence, will g easily fund.—3.
| ey Despatches, i1, 222, 959, 708.—-V.

==

W the several officers should correspond as nealy as

vy, with all its emoluments, power, and privileges cnar. x.

1800.
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Aimself the Government-General of Bengal, for {fie pi

. pose of endeavouring to provail on the Nabob of Avcob

agree to & modification of the treaty with his highness i
1792 Lord Hobart had just been recalled, because I
differed with the Government-General of that day, in ¥
gord to some of the expedients which he adopted for t°
abtginment of this modificationt The Directors, notwiti |
standing, go on to say, “It were to be wished that ;:5 ‘
zealous endeavours of Lord Hobart, for that purpose, b B
proved successful ; and ag, in our opinion, nothing short &f
the modification proposed is likely to answer any bene
cial purpose, Lord Moraington will render a most essents L
service to the Company, should he be able to accomplitd
that object, or an arrangement similar thereto, Bub fet
ing, as we do, the necessity of maintaining our credit wit
the'country powers, by an exact observance of treaties
a principle go honourably established under Loid Corin
wallis’s administration—we cannot authorizs his Lordsh ¥
to exert other powers than those of persuasion to indo
the Naliob to form a new arrangement.'? Tt is sufficient’
remarkable to hear ministers and directors conjunctly ¢
elaring, that “the prineiple of an exact observance |
treaties” still remained to ®be honourably establishe’
ab the time of Lord Cornwallis's adminigtration. It wit
the desire of eredit with the country pewers, that no¥ |
congtituted the motive to its observance. Buf if 17 |
Company when weak could disvegard such credit with £
country powers, they had much less reason now to dre.
any inconvenience from the want of it. Besides, 1
question is, whether the country powers ever gave thel®
or gave any body, credit for a faith, of which ttmyei'._
so little form @ conception, as that of veguwrding *
treaty any longer than it is agreeable to his interest
do so, i
In o lebier in council dated Fort William, 4th Jo'8
1798, the home authorities ave told, thad ¢ immediate !
on his arvival at Fort St. George, the Governor-Gien o |
lost no time in teking the necessary steps for open i |
|

negotiation with the Nabob of Areot, with a view 0

T Vide supra, p. 49, <
3 Papors retaling fo the oftairs fs oo™
Commons h“be prinl:.}l. I:Ammwt‘w i



WITH THE NABOB OF ARCOT.

! ent of your wishes, with regard to the modifi- BOOK VI
Cation of the treaty of 1792—The Governor-General, how- cuar. x.
ver, found his Highness so complately indisposed to that
“ruigement, as to preclude all hopes of obtaining his 1800,
consent 1o it at present”” The letter then promises, ot a
future day, a detailed account of the communications
Which: had pasded between the Governor-Gleneral aud
abob: but this was neversent.
& 1799 the Giovernor-General, when ho was again at
and war with Mysore was begun, thought another
favourable opportunity had arvived of urging the Nabob
afresh on the subject of changes so ardently desired. The
by of 1792 gave a vight to assume the temporary go-
Vernment of the country on the ocourrence of war in the

Datie, To this measuve the Nawab and his father had
Ways iwanifested the most intense wversion. It was
hoped that the view of this extremity, and of the burden
of debt to the Company, with which he was loaded and
ganed, would operate foreibly upon his mind, The
Governor-General accordingly proposed that he should
!!_Bd? to the Company, in undivided sovereignty, those
Tifories which were already mortgaged for the payment
of his subsidy, in which cese he would be excmpted from
_9pevation of the clause which subjected him to the
::&‘““Pf-ion of his country ;-while it was further proposed
Um'-‘;lﬁke over to him, in Hquidation of his debt to the

bany, certain swms, in dispute between them, to the
MMount of 2,350,040 pagodas.

These conditions were proposed to the Nabob by letter,
Sated the 94th of Apri. The Nabob suswerel by the
Lo’ medinm, deted the 13th of May. The season for

"Ming him, by the assempbion of his conutry, wes
&“ﬁd’ Seringapatam being taken, and the war at an end,

Naloh, therofore, stood upomn the strength of kiis
M; which he represented as so wise, and so adwirable,
bt o change oauld be made in it without the sacrifice
by

Y8 cominy “:lﬁ ,,..o?;?w, which, thinaks o the Divine
Revoy, was b present far from the cuse ; nay, “were the

il inconvenience #en times grenter,” the sacrifice
Would bo cheerfally made, “rather than consent to the
{3 Papers, ubwupee, p, S04,
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terzd.ion of the treaty, even in a letter” Besi

1800.

were other engagements, by which the Nabob must eve!
hold himself inviolably bound. These were, respect for
“ the loved and revered personages” by whom the treaty
was framed, and the dying commands of his honouréd
father, to which he had pledged a sacred regard, He als®
plied the Governor-General with an argument, which t¢
his mind might be regarded as peculiarly persuasive—2a"
argument drawn purely from parliamentary stores—e*”
perience against theory; “I cannot,” said he, *overlo®®
a circumstance, which, in affairs of this sort, must nati”
rally present itself to the mind of your Lordship; that
the treaty, which is now suggested to be defective, ]1“5
badia trial, my Lord, of more than seven years; and, with?
out a single exception, has been found, for that period, not
only sufficient for all common purposes, but has secu
the fulfilment of every condition stipulated in it, with &
harmony uninterrupted ; and perhaps, I might add, almo®
unprecedented in any country or age.”?

The Court of Directors, in their political letter to Fort
St. Ueorge, dated the 5th of June, 1799, say, “ We hav?
been advised, by the Earl of Mornington, that the Nabi’{h
continues to oppose a determined resolution to the mod
fieation of the treaty of 1702, which has been repeatedl_
proposed to him, At the same time, we observe, that s
Highness has distinctly acknowledged, that he is in
practice of raising money annually by assignments of the
revermes of those distriets, which form the secuiity of
the payment of the Company’s subsidy” They add, “
this practice is unquestionably contrary to the lettes; 8
subversive of the spirit of that treaty, we divect, thab, i
mediately upon the receipt hereof, you adopt the nectﬁ;
sary measures for taking possession, in the name of
Company, of the whole, or any part, of the said dia’m‘ﬁ‘z
the revenues of which shall appear to be so assigned ; 15
that you continue to hold the same, and collect the ré?
thereof, in order that the Company may not in future
deprived of the only security which they possess, under *
belore-mentioned treaty, to answer any failure in the Fsb?r'
in discharging his subsidy, You will immediately com? 5
nicate to the Nabob the determination we have ©

1 Papers, ut supra, p. 313—216,
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L)
Point 7t

.Th.e affirmation, relative to the assignments on the
districts in pledge, is contrasted with the following affirma-
bon of the Nabob, in his letter of the 13th of May, just
Quoted, in which he answers the proposal and reasonings
Which the letter of the Governor-General had pressed upon
MStind: “T do most uueguivocally assure your Lordship,
:n the word and faith of a sovereign, that no one foot of

he _d:atricts set apart by the treaty of 1792 have been, or
4Te in any manner or way, directly or indirectly, assigned

J e, or with my knowledge, to any individual whatso-
“¥er; and, having made this solemn and unreserved declar-
ation, T would hope, that I need not urge more.” ?

With regpect to the command of the home authorities,
t0 take possession of the districts, and all the rest of their
®Xpedients, the Governor of Fort St. George, on the 11th
Of April, 1800, writes, “Your letter to the Governor-

eneral, dated the 16th June 1799, is still under his Lord-
SUp's consideration, But it is material for me to repeat—
and with impressive earnestness, that no security, suffi-
$,outly extensive and efficient, for the British interest in
“he Ca.matic, can be derived from the treaty of 1792 ; and
bt no divided power, however modified, can possibly
tt the utter ruin of that devoted country.” #

On the 13th of J une, 1799, the home authorities wrote
0 the Governor-General, “In the event of a war with
PPoo Sultaun, the respective countries of the Nabob of
¢ot, and the Raja of Tanjore, will of course come under
¢ Company’s management ; and we direct, that they be
not, relinquished, without special orders from us, for that
DUrpose ; in order to afford sufficient time for the forma-
ton of arrangements for relieving those respective princes
from all incumbrances upon their revenues.” Upon this
Subject, the Governor-General writes, on the 25th of
vduary, 1800, “ The short duration of the war rendered it
Mexpedient for me to assume the management of the

Pective countries, of the Nabob of the Carnatic, and of

© Raja of Tanjore, on behalf of the Company. The im-
Mediate effect of such an assumption would have been, a
Considerable failure of actual resource, at & period of the

" Papars, ut sugra, p. 216, 3 [id, p. 214, 2 [bid, p. 216,

ave

he orders you have received relative fo this BOOK 1V,

CITAT. X,

1800,
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/wtmost exigeney. | I shall hereafter communicate my 568~

timents ab large, with respect to the state of Tanjove, and
the Carmatic. The latter now oceupies my particula
attention ; and I fear that the perverso councils of the
Nabob of Arcot will prove a serious obstacle to any €&
fectual improvement of your affairs in that quarter.! .

Tuljajee, the Raja of Tanjore, died in 1786, and W&
succeeded by Ameer Sing, his son. The conduct of thi®
prinee gave so little sstisfaction to the English, that, after
the peace of Seringapatam, which Lord Cornwallis con
cluded with Tippoo in 1792, they deliberated concernit
the propriety of trusting him any longer with the civd
administration of the country. But the supreme goverd
ment “were of opinion, thet, under all the eireumstan
in Wwhich the question was involved, it would be mor®
suitable to the national character, to hazard an error o
the ‘side of lenity, than to expose themselves to the 2
putation of having treated him with excessive rigoufs
Accordingly, a treaty was coneluded with lim, dated ﬂ"
12th of July, 1798, and his country, which, like the Caf"
ngtic, had been taken under English management du
tho svar, was vestored to him, in as full possession ®?
before.

In the year1798,a convenient discoverywas made ;_fh’*'
Ameer Sing was not the legal heir to the musnud of TH8°
jove; but Serfojee, the adopted son of Tuljajec., THC
question of the rights of these two princes remains i
obscurity. The documents have not yet been made 8¢
wessible to the public ; and we know not npon what gwlma’
the decision was formeds This only we know, that it W8®

VP 0 -

8 T ctarnsimossof this e e s e, i 1 valbi? extile
ordinary tha autbor shonlid wot have heard of them, and failed to trace 8 T
a neconmt.  The discovery was not made in 1788, The pml!':"
disputo were woll known at Amar Shig's aceession, ‘bt :judmml’;‘:ﬂ.‘.ﬂ
pronounced, which subsequent investigations, vesumed in 1794 and t o
‘only dn 1997, Jed both Lord Cornwallis and 8ir John Shore to consiler 5“’
roneons, and at-the latter date Jt was propounced to be #o Ly the Cuﬂ::.%tg

rectors.  Amar Sing was the half-brether of Tuljajee ; thedatter, when
46 378Y, ndopted Barfijeo as his som, phucing lijm under the private £

#likp of the selehnated snisvianary Sarts, and thie public tutalage nf A

Opon the Taje's Teath, the validity of the sdoption was disputed 6

groundy, the jmbecile state of the Haja's mind, the age of the boy, en ¥oud

Which it wos affivmed exceeded that legally quw;rlnghim -ﬂ:r.ﬂnjﬁﬁ”"' e e

i bt aw£hm alsoneld & ll'gnlmh?::l*Buﬁm. L?:,"M
, : ~ . iy sprobatio

of , carledlled the adoption, and placed Amar Sing apon the llns'!w e
<o gredl treatment of Serinfoe by the Raja was repeatedly brought




S FOUND AT SERINGAPATAM.

deétermiined to dethrone Ameer Sing, and to set up Serfojee BOOK V1.

1o Lis stead. Serfojee was obviously in a situation to sub- cmar.x.

Wit implicitly to any terms which the English might -
proper to prescribe. After some months, therefore, 150

of preparation, a treaty was concluded with him, dated the

25th of October, 1799, by which he resigned for ever all

L€ Powers of government to the Iinglish, and received a

Pension of one lag of star pagodas, with a fifth of the net
Tevenyes

On the 7th of April, 1800, the Governor-General for-
Warded to the Governor of Fort St. George, certain letters
2ud papers, found by the English in the palace of Seringa-
Patam, These docnments related to a correspondence of
the two Nabobs of Arcot, the father and the son, with the
Sultan of Mysore, The Governor-General directed Lord
Mhive to proceed, without loss of time, in conducting an
quiry inko the eircumstances of which the papers ap-
Peared to afford indication, and in partiewlar transmitted
& list of witnesses whose evidence was to be carefully and
“ealously collected. In the mean time, he himself had
Somplotely prejudged the question; and did what de-
Pended wpon him to make Lord Clive prejudge it in s
Similar manner, “A deliberate consideration,” says he,
& *’hﬂ_ viry letter which divected inquiry, © of the evidence
Tesuibing fror the whole of these documents has not only
-"-_'-'—-———_

i “g the British authorities by the vigilanee of his reverend guardian ; and
insistod reprosentations, and those of the Residont, the Madras Government
upan the removal of Serfufee and the surviving widows of Tullajes,
Ty CX¢ o objocts of the Haja's oppression to Madras. This'took plade in
!ur:{wm waa follawed immediately by auappeal to the Governtoent againat its
vl Qecision pdverse to Serfujee's p i The quostion was fully ¢n-
Pun nto by Sir Joun Shore, and as opinions wers received from varions
4its of Jearning nnd character, which interproted the Jaw in favour of the
Aption, the British authorities dad no other slternative than to correet on
Yeur of their pwn commissio, and, resiove Serfijes 1o thatehrone, of which
165 had, in the mistaken belief that they were seting neeording to the Jaw,
d'm’@ﬂ him, 3t was not for thelr own convenience, thovefors, that they
{%M Amar Sing and set up Serfojes in lis steud, altlough it wis true that
L ehange way for the better, as the admimistration of Auar Sing hud been
Bt iujurious 4o the resourecs of Taojore, ‘The partioulars of {licwo fransae-
Ao gt ingly and autl My velated from the corvespondence of
Dt and the records of the Tudia House, by the yenerable missionary's
mﬂm. B, Pearsow. Til of Swarts, fl. 132, 263, and 814, Reja Sar-
Pretor a8 ho i3 more sectrately mamed by """‘{-,.P.,H"-“" was visited by that
ot Jate in 1896, and (s deseribed by him s com inigsmuny of the best traits
- e native chardcter with Eu tastes and habits. Lettor to R. W,
taon, Esq., Heber's Journal, i, 485 See glso Desp, i 41, and v 47.—W,
b 4128 cerlain docaments in the Second Report of the Select Comwittee, 1810,
- Hidgy,

oyt

Bf
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V1. confirmed, in the most unquestionable manner, my gus- |

cuAr. x. picions of the existence of o secret correspondence be” |

1800,

tween the personages already named, but satisfied mY
judgment, that its object, on the part of the Nabobs
Wallajah and Omdut ul Omrah, and especially of th®
latter, was of the most hostile tendency to the British
interesta—The proofs arising from the papers would c€™
tainly be sufficient to justify the British government 1%
depriving that faithless and ungrateful prince, of all mears
of rendering any part of the resources of the territori€®
which he holds under the protection of the Compatis
subservient to the further violation of his engagemen
and to the prosecution of his desperate purposes ©
treachery and ingratitude.” !
Towever, the Governor-General thought, it would, not-
withstanding, be more consonant with “the dignity, 8%
systematic moderation of the British government,” not ¥
take the country from its prince, till some inguiry B
first been made. But he says, “Although it is my Wi
to delay the actual assumption of his Highness's gD""ﬂ,’;
ment until that inquiry shall be completed, I deen !

= -

|

necessary to authorize your Lordship to proceed imme” |

diately to make every arrangement preparatory to P10
measure, which now appears to have become inevitable:
Nothing, surely, ever was more fortunate, than such *
discovery at such a time. This the Governor-General hgs‘
the frankness to declare. “While those orders Jate
conveyed by the Honourable Court of Directors relativ®
to the Company’s connexion with the Nabob, were und®

my consideration, a combination of fortunate cireU®"

stances revealed his correspondence’”® When the
vernor-Gencral, and all his superiors, and all his 1
dinates, in the government of India, were languishing 2%
panting for the possession of the Carnatic, but afrdi®
without some more plausible reason than they y_‘Bt
sessed, to commence the seizure, here it was provi

ther in extraordinary perfection. But the very circuB® |

stance which recommended it to the eager aﬁ‘egtioﬂ”ths

the Bast India functionaries, will recommend it to ily
rigid seruting of those whose minds are more hapP
situated for appreciating the facts,

1 Papers, ut supra, p. 2 Also Do hes, i, 95 5 liran)
M T reettien 1;—?&.‘1;?4‘.&”"

PD_S’ '
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L.

' ocuments on which so extraordinary a value was BOOK V1.

86t by the Goyernor-Gieneral, consisted almost entirely of cmap. x.

Certain things picked out from a mass of correspondence
Which purported to have passed between the “Presence”
(the title which Tippoo bestowed upon himself), and the
tWo vakeels, Golam Ali Khan, and Ali Reza Khan who ac-
Sompanied, in 1792, the hostage sons of the Sultaun to

Adras, Besides these, only two letters wero produced ;
one from a subsequent vakeel of Tippoo at Madras ; an-
Other, supposed to be from Omdut ul Omrah, but under a
fictitious name,

It is proper to ascertain the value of one circumstance,
On which those who are not partial to the British charac-
ter will not fail to apimadvert. As the British govern-
ment was situated with respect to the papers of Tippoo,
1 was, it may be affirmed, the casiest thing in the world
to procure evidence for any purpose which it pleased :
and I wish we could say that civilization and philosophy
Ve made so great a progress in Burope, that European
l‘lllf.‘m would not fabricate a mass of evidence, even where
a kingdom is the prize. The time is so very recent, when
Such expedients formed a main engine of government, and
© Progress in political morality appears to be so very
oW, that it would be utterly unsafe to proceed upon the
SUpposition that forgery is exploded as an instrument of
80Vernment, Yet in the case of the British government,
50 much the greater number of those employed in carry-
10g it on would probably refuse to share in the fabrication
Ol 8 masy of eyidence, that the small number of indi-
Viduals who might have no insuperable objection to it
Would find it, in few cases, easy ; in most, impossible, to
Secomplish their purpose. With regard to Lord Wel-

“sloy, even his faults bear go little affinity with this
SPecies of vice, and his mosk conspicuous virtues aré =o
iectly opposed to it, that we may safely infer it to be as
Unlikely in his case, as in any which can well be supposed,
that }e would fabricate evidence to attain the objects of
. desire ; notwithstanding the violence with which he
Was apt to desire, and the faculty which he possessed of
Detsuading himself, that everything was rightoous by

Which his desires were going to be fulfilled,
Ut an argument, more conclusive than any argument

&l

1500,
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I from character, either national or individual, can elmos®

omAr. X, gver be, at apy rate to strangers, and those whose P&

tiality one has no reason to expact, is this; that 1hE
papers prove nothing ; which most assuredly would 0%
have been the case, had they been fabricated for the pu¥-
pose of proving. On the other hand, if they had exhibite
a proof which was very strong and specifi, it would hev®
been no easy task, afier the very exceptionable manner
which they were examined, to have proved that all U
picion of them was ntterly groundless, :
Among the objects recommended to the vakeels Whe
accompanied the ons of Tippoo to Madras, one, very ns;_
turally, was, to communicate to him useful intelligence &
every description. They had even a partioular conumis
sion with regard to secvet intelligence, in which a de
lineation of the defensive works of Fort St.George e
particularly included; snd they weve furmished with &
cipher for carrying it on. 1
With other articles of indelligence, which the wakee®
ayailed themselves of their sitnation to transmit to ﬂ‘eﬂf
royal master, an-account was given of the deportment ¢
the Nabob of Arcof, towards the princes, and tow
themselves; and of the conversations which took PI#®
between them. The letters relating to this subject ™
those which were vegarded as affording evidence ags!!
Wallajab, the dsccased, apd Omdut ul Onral, tho reigé
abob. i .
1t is to be remarked, that Lord Cornwallis, atter he h“a
reduced Tippoo to a situstion, in which he vegarded hm;
as top weak fo be any longer formidable, adoptad‘&jf
liberal design of conciliating his mind, and gaining 3%
possible, by a respectful, genevous, and even M‘ﬂ'ﬁg
style of intercourse; to a state of good-will towards g
English nation. The sawe course he recommended 025
Nabol, Wallajah, who Lad suffered so deeply by the reisiie
of Tippoo's house, and towards which he had often me¥"
fested so great a degree of contempt and aversion.! W
There were various circumstances which just ob

i bicaugneide ton wor i
: m ¥ Have Teen given, but dhe only evidenc® = ga
Fam ‘:Jﬂ';'!m recaived whh:é?t auestion, appears to I;c nng sdtv:ﬁ' d,ﬂe
74 RAger e circumatances, an atteny 1o windicfi
his ‘iaster Cromthe e il ances YR e ing 2o yuboels
fiee subsequont ; : the




Mg Indieed the Nabob to follow these injunctions of the BOOK VI.

CInor-General with great alacrity. The fame and au- cmar. x,
thority of Tippoo were now sufliciently high to render his
frmudahjp an object of importance. The Nabob of Arcof, 1800.
on the other hand, felt himself in a state of degradation,
and reduced to g ciplier among the princes of India. It
Soothed his vanity to hold some intercourse with as many

18I a8 possible ; and not least with one who now oe-
Sipied o large a space in the eye of the world as the
Sultaun of Mysore. It increased his dignity and conse-
Auence, when he induced other princes to use towards him
the language of friendship, and to treat him as a prince
Upon q level with themselves. This rendered it more
dificult for the English to accomplish their design of di-
¥esting him, as he dreaded, of all his sovereign powers,
d reducing him and his family to the condition of mere
Pensioners of state. He seems, accordingly, to have been
Very eager, to add the forms of a eonfidential intercourse
With Tippoo to the other circumstances which held him
. orth to the world as & sovereign prince, and which he re-

urded with justice as the only barrier between him and
dethronement,

Attentions to the princes while at Madras, with assur-
aMees of his favourable sentiments towards the Sultan,
38 of his ardent, desire of & suitable return, were the ex-
Pedients of which he made use. Oriental expressions of
Sompliment are all extravagant, and hyperbolical ; and we

t, on such an occasion, suppose, that the Nabob
“ould use the most feeble aud cold. Another civcum-
stance of great importance to be remeumbered was, that
&he lotters contained not the expressions of the Nabob,
but only the expressions of the vakeals veporting them ;
id that Indian agents, reporting o their prineipals, sel-

Pay any regard to realities, but, as far as they ean go
. With advantage to themselves, heighten whatsoever they
- $hink wij e agresabls to their masber, extenuate whatso-
| ®verthoy think he will dislike. Now, when all the expres.

Stons which the valeels of Tippoo report to have been

USed by the Nabob and his son are tortursd to the ntmost,

Nothing can be extracted from thein but declarations of

S semtiments, in an hyperbelical style. Even the
Pﬂnim translator of the English government, who drew

IR R
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/up a report upon the documents, highly praised by the fl

Governor-General, and in which every effort is made t0
draw from them evidence of guilt, has the candour to 545
“The accuracy of reports from agents, natives of Indis, 10
their principals, cannot, under circurnstances, be impli-
citly relied on; and in one of the reports of the vakee!
which contains the substance of a conference betwee
themselves, the princes, and the Nabob, at which Coloné}
Doveton was present, a speech is ascribed to thab gentjl_"'
man which is evidently fabricated ; a circumstance Whl"?’_
tends to weaken the validity of all their reports ;—and if |
the evidence of the Nabob's conduct rested solely upo™
them, the proofs might be considered as extremely €
fective and problematical.””?

Thus far, then, the ground is clear. But, beside the
veports of the vakeels, what further proof is allege® = |
TThere are the letters of Tippoo, and the key to the ciphef*
The letters of Tippoo contain no more than a returt of
the eivil expressions of the Nabob ; vague declavations =
good-will, couched in a similar style The key to the
cipher shows that Wallajah was designated by the ter™
Well-wisher of Munkind, the English by that of New-
Clomers, the Nizam by that of Nothingness, the Malrattss
that of Despicable; and 2o on. And this is the whole
matter of evidence which the papers contained.

To establish still further the dark designs which th¢
Governor-General firmly conicluded that a few hyperboll
expressions had already proved, n list of nine witnesses
was transmitted to Madras, of whom the two vakeeid:
Giolam Ali Khan, and Ali Reza Khan, were the chief.
commission consisting of two of the most approved Se&
vanis of the Company, Mr, Webbe, the secretary to t;
Madras government, and Colonel Close, were selected 0
conduct the investigation. Every precaution was takeny
auch as that of preventing communication between the
witnesses, to get from them either the evidence pure: o
the means of detecting its irapurity. ¢

It was resolved to begin with the two vakeels, whf’;ﬂ
conrse could best elucidate their own correspondence. -
farm o proper judgment of their testimony, sever .
eunistances ought to be remarked. In the first place; they

1 Papers, ut suprd, p. 4.
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feat:s-depeuded, to regard very little the connexion between
their words and the corresponding matters of fact, but
chleﬁ:y' the connexion between those words, and the im-
Pression, favourable or unfayourable, which they were
kely to make on the minds of the great persons, on
Whose power the interests of the speaker most remarka-
bly depended. In the second place, it is impossible to
couceive any dependance more abject, than was, at this
time, the dependence of the khans, Golam Ali, and Ali
upon the English government. The government,
Under which they had found employment, was totally
destroyecl. Tvery source of independent subsistence was
Cuk off; they lived upon a pension which they received
from the English government, and which it was only ne-
Cessary to withhold, to plunge them into the deepest abyss
of human misery. They had every motive which inferest
could yield, to afirm what would be agreeable to the
anglish government. They could haye no interested mo-
tive to speak what would be agreeable to Tippoo, Wallajah,
Ot Omdut ul Omrah. In these eircumstances, if they had
8lven a testimony in every respect conformable to the
mﬂbﬁa of the Knglish government, what depended upon
their affirmation would have been regarded as of little or
16 value hy any impartial judge. But in as far as they
83ve a testimony in opposition to those wishes, that is, in
Oppoaition gs they must have believed, to their own in-
vests, their testimony has some of the strongest possilile
claims upon our belief,

_Every thing was done to remove any obstruetions whioh
Wight exist in the minds of the witnesses to the produc-
tion of such evidence as was expected. They were given
to understand that no blame would be attached to them,
who only acted under legitimate orders, for their instru-
Mentality in the designs of their master. And they were
assured in the strongest language, that any appearance of
& design to. conceal the truth, and they well knew what
eRstern rizlers were accustomed to call the trath, would be
:‘.iisit.ed_ upon: them with all the weight of English indigna-

an,

Of the two vakeels, Ali Reza was fesiding at Velore,

L,

iénfals ; that is, men, accustored, in the use of BOOK VI.
age toward those on whom their hopes and their cmwe x.

800,
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({\‘
1. Golam Ali at Sevingapatam, As least remote, Ali Rezh

cwmAr. X, Was examined first. In him, the examining commissionét®

18¢0,

say, in their report to the Governor, “we think it neces-
sury to apprize your Lordship that we discovered &
earnest disposition to develop the fruth. Golam Ali they¥
accused of base endeavours at eoncealment, The evidenc®
of botliy taken together, tends not to confirm one single
suspician, if any could have been justly derived from the
papers, but to remove them, every one.

They both distinctly and constantly affirmed, that the
expressions of good will towards Tippoo, made use of i%
their hearing by Wallajah or his son, were never under™
stood by them in any other sense than that of vague com-
pliments. Ali Reza gave testimony to another point, with
rogird to which the Persian translator, commenting on }3‘5’ :
evidence, thus declares: “In the report of the Persianh
translator,” namely, the report on the documents, ‘e
has been observed, that the expressions of attachment 82
devotion, ascribed by the vakeels to the Nabob Wallajaly -
and. Omdut ul Omah, are probably much sxaggemw;
and that little dependence ought to be placed upen the
existence of facts, inferred merely from such expression® f
this conjecture is confirmed by Ali Reza Khan, who 8¢
knowledges they were much exaggerated, and that it Wa8
customary with the vakeels to heighten the cxpressions
regard, which fell from Tiord Comwallis, or the Nabob
Wallajoh, for the purpose of gratifying the Sultan;9od
observed very justly that the people of this country
constantly exaggerate their expressions of regard to 8%
extravagant degree.”!

The vakeels reported several cxpressions of the Nabob,
complimenting the Sultan as & pillar of the faith, and ad~
miving the union of Mussulmans ; certain articles of intel”
ligence which he was deseribed as convéying y and expe”
dients of secrecy which lhe was described as having
employed. All this, however; is only the report of the
vakeels, which is acknowledged to be incapalls of proviP¥
any thing, and which, as it forged ® speech for Colene
Doveton, would just as probably forge for the Nabob sud
his son, But the circumstances, even if the mmﬂ*
of them is supposed to be just, afford no ground for ¥

! Fagars, ut suprs, p. 47

4



Tence:df guilt, To call Tippoo a pillar of the Moslem BOOK VI,

f‘}‘ L e of the most flattering of all compliments to his omar. x.

bigoted mind, was not criminal ; nor to speak with appro-
tion of the union of Moslems, which might be an exhor-  1800.

tation to the Sultaun to favour the Nabob, that is, the

English, who always represented their interestssas the

Same with his.

The articles of intelligence which he is said to have con-
veyed are exceedingly trifling; and have at any rate the
appearance of having been conveyed for a good, not for an
evil purpose ; for the preservation of that harmony between
Tippoo and the English, which at that time the English

very earnestly at heart. Having learned, that suspi-
cions were caused, by some intercourse which appeared to
take place between the Mysore and Mahratta Durbars, the
Nabob sent him his advice, that it would be better he
should desist, and suspend his negotiations, at least during
the administration of Marquis Cornwallis. Again, having
learned the existence of a French war, and that Pondi-
¢herry was about to be attacked, the Nabob sent his
advice to the Sultaun to withdraw his vakeel from Pondi-
cherry, and to intermit all correspondence with the
Tench. This is the whole of the intelligence, the con-
‘f‘z}ance of which was construed into direct acts of hosti-
1y,
A few expressions of want of regard for the English,
Mmixed in the reports of the vakeels, hardly deserve at-
tention ; both because nothing was more likely to be in-
serted by the vakeels, they knowing nothing much mare
likely 40 be agreeable to their master ; and because, if the
attachment of the Nabob to the English had been ever so
entire, it was perfectly in character with oriental sincerity,
to affect to despise and abhor them, in order to conciliate
2 mind by which it was known they were disliked.

As to the appearance of a concern about secrecy, it is
well known to be o feature of the human mind in the state
of civilization under which the Sultaun and Nabob were
educated, and in India to a singular degree, to make a
Breat affectation of secrecy on very frifling oceasions ; and,

or the show of importance, to cover every thing as much
8 possible with a veil of mystery. Under the designation
of “the affair you know,” something was mentioned in the

VoL, vi. Q
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V1. letterssof Tippoo and the vakesls; and underithis myste-

rious appellation the deepest villany was supposed to be
couched. On this, after examining their witnesses, the
commissioners report, “We have the honour to inform
your Lordship, that the expression of ‘“the afair known of;
so freqeently repeated in the correspondence, appears £0
refer to the subject of a proposed connexion by marriage
between the families of Tippoo Sultaun and the Nabob
Wallajah.” !

On two occasions, while the vakeels remained ot Madras;
the Nabob made appointments for meeting with them
pecretly. But both of them persisted in steadily affirming,
as witnesses, that nothing passed beyond general profes
siong of regard. The affectation of a wish to-conceal from
the English the warmth of the attachment he professed,
might well be one of the artifices made use of by
Nabob for extracting those appearances of regard from the
Sultaun, which it was at this moment his interest to ob-
tain, Inesact conformity with thisidea, he made offely
upon the departure of fhe vakeels from Madras, to esti-
blish a cipher for the purpose of secret communication:
But so little value did the Sultaun attach to any expected
communication from the Nabob, that he treated thi®
proposal swith total neglect ; than which a stronger pro®

can hardly be expected of the innocence of all the

communications which from that quarter he had ever 18-
ceived. . A

The commissioners say, “We examined CGholam Ali
Meer Suddor, the Dewan Purninh, and the Madonshe®
Hubbeeb Olla,” that is, the men above all others 8¢
quainked with the secrets of Tippoo’s governmont ; “pub

as their testimony did not establish any fact, we thought

it unneeessary to record their evidence.”? ;
Not only does this evidenee afford no proof of a criminsl
oorrespondence with Tippoo, on the part of the Nabob:
Lut the total inability of the English to produce further
evidence, with-all the vecords of the Mysore government i

I

! Pazars, ut supra, p. 36 o of the |

2 Thid. p. 89.—The papers from Soringapatam, and the examination 9% g
4 are in s callection of Houso of Commions “ Papers concerntif
late Nabob of the Carnatic, ordered to be printed 21st of Joue, 1802 ey
ﬂl:fv :f the documents are in the yolume of pepers quofed lmme :
il .
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ds, sand «all the living agents of it within BOOE VI
_thejr absolute power, is a proof of the contrary; since cmir.x.
1t ds nob credible that o criminal correspondence should

Ve existed, and not have left more traces of itself. 1800,

It is just to bewail the unhappy situation, in which the
minds of Englishmen in India ave placed. Acted upon by
Circumstances which strongly excite them, their under-
Standings are dragged, like those of other men, towards a
conformity with their desives; and they are not guarded
against the grossest illusions of self-deceit by those salutary
influences which operate upon the human mind in.a more
favourable situation. The people of India among whom
they live, and upon whom the miserable effects of their
delusion descend, are not in a situetion to expose the

. Sophistry by which their rulers impose upon themselves.

ey neither dare to do it, nor does their education fit
them for doing it, nor do they enjoy a press, the instru-
ment with which it can be done. Their rulers, therefore,
¥6 no motive to set a guard upon themselves;and to
SXamine rigidly the avgnments by which they justify to
themselves an obedience to their own inclinations. The
uman mind, when thus set free from restraint, is easily
Satisfied with reasons for self-gratification; and the undet-
standing waits, an humble servant, upon the affections.
Not only are the English rulers in India deprived of the
Salutary dread of the serutinizing minds, and free pens, of
80 enlightened public, in the regions in which they
3 they well know, that distance and other circum-
stancey so completely veil the truth from English eyes,
that, if the case will but bear @ varnish, and if they
take care to stand well with the minister, they have in
England every thing to hope, and seldom any thing to
dread, from fhe suceessful gratification of the passion of
3U1I.‘.iri.ng. ! :
It is most remarkable; that of all the Englishmen in
India, of whose sentiments upon the dccasion we have
eny record, the (lovernor-General and his eouncil, the
tovernor of Fort St. George apd his council, the ex-
Athining gommissioners, and the Persian translator, the
Very foremost men in Indis, not one appears to have
doubted, that the eyidence we have examined estab-
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shed undeniably the facts which they so eagerly desired
to infer.!

The examination of the witnesses was closed, and the
report of the commissioners drawn up, and signed ab-
Seringapatam, on the 18th of May, 18004 It was not till
the'28th of May, 1801, that any further instructions of the
Governor-General were despatched. In the memorable
document of that date, addressed to Lord Clive, he states
one reason of delay, as follows : “The critical situation ©
the negotiation depending with the Nizam, appeared t0
me to render it advisable to postpone the adoption of
measures required for the security of the Cainatic. The
successful issue of that negotiation appeared likely to
facilitate the arrangements which became indispeﬂsﬂ!ﬂy
necessary in the Carnatic; while a premature prosecution
of these arrangements might have impeded, and perhaps
frustrated, the successful issue of the negotiation at H)’d_al"'
abad.” Another reason was, that for some time he 1
dulged the hope of being able to employ the weight of his
own presence,in removing the obstacles which he expactred
to oppose the intended revolution in the Clarnatic, When
thet hope was relinquished, he desived that Mr, Webbe,
the chief secretary to the government at Madras, might
join him in Pengal, to communicate a more minuteé
knowledge of circumstances than he could otherwise
acquire,

! A disposition to disbelieve is quite as likely to misjudge the weight of evidence
A3 4 disposition to believe. Scepticisin is as unpropitions as creduolity to the
appreciation of trath. It may be admitted, that tpon the face of the eorre-
spondence little appeared to convicl the Nawabs of the Carnatie of actusl
treachiery against tie British Government, yet there can be little difficulty in
eréditing that they entertained hostile sentiments towards it, or that they ex=
pressed those sentiments to Tippoo's vakeels, It is possible that the v
exaggerated the expressions of the Nawabs to gratify their master, but it can=
not be reasonably doubted by any who know the passion of native princes
intrigne, and the inlense detestation borne by all Indian Mohwmmedans ""i;
wards their Chiristian masters, that much that was conveyed to Ti,pg:_lo by i
agents, was said and intended by Walsjah and his son. The inferiority of
Tippoo's origin was & much greater bar (o any eordial intercourse between the
Kuwabs and the Sultan ; bot that wonld probably have given way before com-=
munity of religious intolerance, if the former conld have anticipated any
prospect of benefit to themselves from the latter's success. Although, thely
the correspondence with Tippoo may not substantiste any conspiracy ﬂs“'“‘ I
the English power, it is impossible to question the inferoncs that is reasonably
deav from it, en inference whiclt scarcely required such tostimony :—ThE%
Ho reliance could be placed npon the fidelity or attachment of the Nabobs
Areot.  Thelr political position and their religious créed rendered them frre=
concileable foes, and with this conviction it wonld have heen folly to have

intrusied them longer with any de of political power.—W.
2 Daspatches, 1. 515.—W. sl i
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y,” says the .Governor-General, “which has BOOK VI.
‘red, has enabled me to receive the sentiments of the cmar. x.

President of the Board of Commissioners for the affairs of

India, and of the Sceret Committee of the Court of Di-  1800.

Tectors; on the subject of the correspondence of the late

and present Nabob of Arcot with Tippoo Sultaun. Those

Sentiments entirely accord with your Lordship's, and with

inine, on the same subject.”

He proceeded to declare, that from the evidence which
we have examined, he confidently inferred the existence of
@ criminal correspondence between the Nabob and Tippoo;
and that the measure which, in consequence, he resolved
to adopt, was the dethronement of the Nabob, and the
transfer of his sovereignty to the Company.

An attempt, however, was still to be made, to obtain an
appearance of the Nabob's consent to his own degradation.
“I consider it,” says the Governor-General, “to be ex-
tremely desirable; that the Nabob should be induced to
accede to the proposed arrangement, in the form of a
treaty. In order to obtain his Highness’s acquiescence in
t.lqs mode of adjustment, it will be proper for your Lord-
ship, after having fully apprized the Nabob of the nature
of the proofs which we possess of his correspondence with
Tippoo Sultaun, to offer the inducement of the largest
Provigion to be made for his Highness's personal expenses,
and in that event I authorize your Lordship to insert in
the treaty the sum of three lacs of pagodas.”

e Governor-General had no very sanguine hopes, that
‘”{lﬂ Nabob would smooth all difficulties by resiguing the
dignity ta which he clung. He gave dirvections, therefore,
on the contrary supposition, and said, “If the Nabob,
Omdut u] Omrah, by refusing toacquiesce in the proposed
arrangements, should compel the British government, con-
travy to its wishes aud intentions, to exercise its rights
and its power to their full extent, I authorize aud direct
Your Lordship to assume the civil and military govern-
ient of the Carnatic.”

The Governor-General anticipated even another con-
fingengy, «It is possible,” says he, “that in the actual
State of his Highuess's councils and temper, the Nabob
May be disposed to appeal to the authority of the Honour-
able the Court of Directors” Well, and what was his
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i xcellency’s determination it that event ? “Being o
ciAr. x. ready” said he, “in possession of the sentiments of the
Secret Committee, founded on the discovery of the Nabob's
180L  faithless conduct, I shall consider it to be injudicious.and

unnecessary to admit the appeal': and by that admissiont
to énter upon a formal trial of his Highness's criminal
conduct.”?

Now, finally, the case stood, therefore; as follows. In &
dispute, in which. the Company, or their representatives,
the rulers in India, on the one hand, and the Nabob on the
other, were parties, and in which a great kingdom was ab
issue, the first of the parties not only resclves upon de-
ciding in its own cause, which in the case of disputes
about kingloms can seldom be avoided, but, upen & mass
of ovidence of its own providing, evidence altogether 62
parte; evidence which it examined Dby itself and for itself
and npon which it put any construction which it pleased,
did, without admitting the opposite party to a hearing:
without admitting it to offer a single article of counter
evidenee, to sift the evidence brought to condemn it, or 89
much as to make an observation upon that evidence, pro
coed to form o decision in its own favour; and to strip the
opposite party of a kingdom. It is perfectly obvious
that, upon principles of judicature such as these,a decision
in favour of the strongest will seldont be wanting:

Had the actions of the Nabob corresponded with the
inference which the English rulers so eagerly drew, their
conduct would still have implied a most extracrdinary
assumption. The principle of their conduct was, that, if
an Indian prince did any injury, or but showed that he
meditated injury, to the English, thatmoment the English
were'entitled to dethrone him, and take his kingdem 10
themselves. If the Nabeb had actually contracted ant
alliznce offensive and defensive with Tippoo, he was nob 8
gubjéct of the British government ; he was a sovereign
prince ; and the utmost such an action implied was & vio-
Jation of the treaty which subsisted bebween the Eﬂg]-_‘ah
and him, ~ But all that is necessarily done by the violation
on one side of a treaty between sovereign states, is only
reliove the party on the other side from all the obligations
which it imposed’; to leave the two parties; in. short, 18

VFor tlio above extoucts, seo papers, vol. f: ut'suprea, p. 42-<47,
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situation, in which they would have been, if the BOOK VI
treaty had not existed. It may happen, that, in such & cmar. x:
€ase, it would be improper, in the obeying, so much as to
-war upon the infringing party: That would entirely 1801

dﬂp?nd upen other questions, namely, the refusal of redress

T injury, or of security against indubitable danger. But,
even when war takes place; and two princes stand in the
rolation of active encmies, it is not the principle of just
and. polished nations to push the warfave to dethrone-
Dent ; nor can it ever be any thing but the height of
njustice to carry hostilities beyond the line of redress for -
indubitable injury, and seourity against indubitable danger.
How the assumption of the English, in the case before us,
can be reconciled with these established principles, it is
not difficult to determine.!

1 The conclusiohs ara wrong because the premisea are so.  The Nabab had
never been a sovereign prince. The ministers of the British crown had,
indeed, most impolitically and mistakingly treated him in that capacity, but
the listory of his connexion with the Company was an irrefutable nr
af their error.. The Nabob of the Carnatie was: originally nothing move than
an officer of the Subshdar of the Dekhin, nppointed and removed at the
plessure of his superior, That Le had becn rendered independent of the
Subabidar was not oven his own act, it wes.the work of the Eoglish;
he owed every thing to their protection: be was their creature, not their.
€qual, The dispute lay not between two potentates of indépendent orighn

the

::gjeigﬂh bat between thie master and servant— the: sov
the infe

The timidity and the ignorance of the snperior lnd suffered
to-appropriste what did not appertain to'him, end had recognised
Imetensions to which ie had po claim, THat 15 o reason why tho error was:
.‘i,"’ be perpetnated, or that it should not be remedied when it was discoverod.

e established principles which reguiate even hostilities briween sovereign
:::ll-.‘s were here inapplicable—fox, the sovercigh stato was one, there werenot
w“ Bovereign states, donsequeitly there conld not be hostilities between them.

hutevoramay be the law of nations in rogard to the treatment of indepemdent
Sovereigns, it will scarcely be denied that the sovercign has a right 1o degrade
A re ory or rebellions dependant. 1t is troe, however, that the Govérnor-
General diprived himself of any ad trom  this view of the case, by
teatiug the Nawab as n soverclo prinee in alllajco with the English.  Ha
Olseryves ;¢ The case requives thut'we should act s against a state, on the
Disis of the general law of pations, and, tl:#' we should employ the, pawer of
the British empive in India to demind, and if neeessary, to enforce an adequate
Seenriby for our rights sod intorests ageinst the tions of a
ally, who has violajed the fundamental prineiples of a gublic alliance to tiss
extent of placing himself in e Hght of & public enemy." ' Despatehes, i, 523.
means, it issto be pressmed, thata soverelgn who is.an: enewmy, and who,
i8 t00 woak:to resist, may be deprived of bis iguty : but even if this doe-
trine weie generally teue; wiieh it 1s not, the pasie tostility of the Nawab of
the Carnatie, had not been so decisively menifosted a3 to justify such cxtreme
Dunishiment. The inconsistencies and umandnmdmnf_a( our attempls to
cate our political meastres in Indfs are undeniable. It would have been
More Lionest and hononrable to have confined ourselves to theavowal that the
maintenance of the British dominion in India was the main-spring of all ou-
poliey.  Itmight also have besn safely asserted, on this on at deast, that

10 intorests of the people demanded the sepavation of the double administoar
tion of the affiirs of the:Carnatic, and an.cmd being put to the misgovernment.
Of thie Navebs of Arest—W.
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As if aware, after all, how little all other pleas were

ciar. x, qualified to support the measure which he was eager to

1801,

pursue, the Governor-General forgot not his standard
reason for the dethronement of princes ; namely, the bad~
ness of their government. He affirmed, that no other
expedient but the dethronement of the Nabob of Arcot,
and the total transfer to the English of the government of
the Carnatic, afforded any chance for that reform whick
the impoverishment of the country, and the misery of -the
people, so forcibly required. Here, at last, he obtained &
ground, on which, if the end for which government was
instituted, and for which it ought to be upheld, is worthy
of being regarded, he might stand with perfect assurance.
Though we may suspect the servants of the Company of
some ‘exaggeration, when they describe the horrible effects
of the Nabob's administration, there is no doubt that they
were deplorable. It is equally certain, that no considex-
able improvement could be introduced, while the powers
of civil administration remained at the disposal of the
Nabob. And, though what the Company had attempted
for improving the condition of their subjects, where they
possessed the undivided powers, had hitherto displayed but
little either of skill or success, some efforts had been nobly
intended, and will doubtless be followed by more judicious
expedients. . Even under the bad system of taxation, and
the bad system of judicature which the English would
employ, the people would immediately suffer less tham
under the still more defective systerns of the Nabob ; and
they would reap the benefit of all the iraprovements which
a more enlightened people may be expected to introduce.
On this ground, we should have deemed the Company
justified, in proportion as the feelings of millions are of
more value than the feelings of an individual, in seizing
the government of the Carnatic long before ; and, on the
same principle, we should rejoice, that every inch t?f
ground within the limits of India were subject to their
sWay. In matters of detail, I have more frequently had
decasion to blame the Company’s government thsn to
praise it ; and, till the business of government is muech
better understood, whoever writes history with a view
solely to the good of mankind, will have the same thank-
less task to perform ; yet I believe it will be found that
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¥, during the period of their sovereignty, have BOOK VI.
done more in behalf of their subjects, have shown more of cnar. x.
good-will towards Lthem, have shown less of a selfish attach-

ment to mischievous powers lodged in their own hands, 1801

!mve displayed a more generous welcome to schemes of

improvement, and are now more willing to adopt improve-

ments, not only than any other sovereign existing in the
same period, but than all other sovereigns taken together
upon the surface of the globe.

When the instructions for assuming the government of
the Carnatic arrived at Madras,’ the Nabob Omdut ul
Omrah was labouring under an illness which he was not
expected to survive. In these circumstances, the Governor
forbore to agitate his mind with the communication of in-
telligence, which he was expected to receive with agony.
On an occasion, when the whole family would naturally
wish to be assembled, the younger son of the Nabob arrived
from Trichinopoly with his attendants, who are not de-
Scribed as being either more numerous or better armed,
than those who usually escorted a person of similar con-
dition, Upon a report to the Governor, that some of these
attendants had been, or had been proposed to be, admitted
into the palace of the dying Nabob, the Governor imme-
diately concluded, that this was for some evil purpose
unknown, and resolved to anticipate the effects, by taking
Dossession of the palace immediately with an English
force. Communication was made to the Nabob, with all

| t.he delicacy of which the circumstances admitted, preven-
tion of confusion at his death being the motive assigned ;
and the troops took a position commanding all the en-
trances into the palace, without resistance or commotion.

8 commanding officer was directed “to exert his vigi-
lance in o particular manner, to prevent the removal of
treasure from the palace, sufficient grounds of belief exist-
Ing that a considerable treasure, a large sum of money, had

een acoumulated by their Highnesses, the late and

Present Nabob.”® The English, even yet, were but iil

Cured of their old delusion, that every Indian prince was

nnormc,uﬂh. vich., Of this supposed treasure we perceive

1ot another trace.

3 Despatchies, 525, 533,

w’ Such are the words of the Governar of Fort 8t. George, in a letter to Lord
Cllesley, 7th of July, 1801 ; papers, ut supra, p. G5,




cuar.x, died. Immediately a commission was' given to the two

1801,

gentlemen, Webbe and Close, to state to the family the
crimes which were charged upon the two Nabobs deceased,
and to demand, with information that a due provision
would be made for their support, that their consent
should be given to the destined transfer of the Carnatic
government,

The business was urgent ; and, without permitting the
lapse of even the day on which the sovereign had expired,
the gentlemen repaired to the palace. They were met by
some of the principal persons in the service of the late
Nabob: They first requested to know if any particular
armangement had been traced by Omdut ul Omrah. Hav-
ing been informed’ that a will existed, they desired that
it might be produced. Being informed that, without the

HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA, L
“VI. On the 15th of July, 1801, the Nabob Omdut nl Omrah

violation of all decorum; the son and heir of the deceased -

could not be called upon to attend to ordinary business,
before the ceremonies due to his royal father were per-
formed, they replied that on ordinary cecasions it was the
principle of the English to respect the feelings of indi-
viduals, but, where this respeet interfered with the busi-
ness of a great government, the less must, in propriety;
yield to the greater interest.' The persbnngas, who received

their commands, retiréd to deliberate; and had not long |
returned with a declaration of submission, when the young

Nabob was introduced, bearing the will of his father in
his hand. The will directed, that Ali Hoosun, his eldest
son, should succeed to all his rights, all his possessions,
and “the sovereignty of the Carnatic:” and that the

Khans, Mohammed Nejeeb, Salar Jung, and Tuckia All,

the individuals now present, should be regents, to Nﬁi'?f'
the young Nawab in the affairs of government, till his
arrival ab competent maturity of years, ;

The Nabob retired, and the commissioners desired,
that the rest of the conversation should be private, be-
twoon the regents and themselves, The pretended dis-
coveries were describied. The following passage, in the
report of the commissionsrs; is memorable: ©Nejeeb
Khan expressed his surprise st this communieation ; Pro-
fessed his entire ignorance of the subject; and.
that it was impossible for the Nabob Omdut ul Omrah to
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© intentions imputed to his Highness. Some of BOOK VI
the principal documents having been produced, Nejeeh ocmar. x.
Khan asserted, that they contained none but expressions .
of civility and compliment ; that the Marquis Cornwallis ~ 180%
had repeatedly enjoined the Nabobs, Mohammed Ali, and
Omdut ul Omrah, to cultivate a friendly interconrse with
Tippoo Sultaun ; that the whole tendency of the corre-
Spondence produced was: directed to that: ohject, in con-
formity to the injunctions of Tiord Cornwallis; and that
the Nabob Omdutul Omrah had recently addressed him-
self to Lord Cornwallis on the subject of these communi-
cations, The particular warmth of the expressions used
by Omdut ul Omrah; in his letter addressed to' Gholam
Ali Khan on the 14th Mohurrum, 1209, having been
Pointed out to Nejeeb Khan—he observed that it was
nothing more than an expression of civility, which might
have been used on any ordinary occasion. On the eipher,
of which a proposal appeared to have been made to the
Sultan, and which proposal he entirely disregarded, the

n observed, “that the moonshee of the Nabob was
Present, and could be examined with respect to the au-
thenticity of the hand-writing, that the cipher might have

0 conveyed into the archives of Tippoo Sultann by the
“nemies of Omdut ul Omrah;” and concluded Ly a
most important request, that the family should be fur-
Nished with the evidence; stated to exist, of the suppoesed
eriminal intercourse, and have an opportunity- of offering
Such explanations as they might be able to give, and of
Presenting such counter-proofs as they might have to fur-
nNish; when, said he, “the proofs being compared, the

mpany might form & complete judgment.” :

A more moderate proposition; on such an ocoasion, was
certainly never advanced. He did not so muoh a8 appoal
from the judgment of an opposite party ; ke only requesiod
that puity to look first at both sides of the question, If
the ohject lind been to explore the truth of the aceusation,
it Wwould have beon easy to-soeure: the papers of the late

abob, in whioch, if nomarks of a eriminal correspondence
Existed, it would neb be very probable thiat it had ever
talkon place. =

“Thik discotrse’ say the commissioners, “being appa-
vently intended to confound the object of our deputa~
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tion,” — yes, that object, to be sure, was a very different

thing— “we stated to the two Khans, that the British

government, being satisfied of the sufficiency of its proofs,

1801 had no intention of constituting itsélf a judge of the con-
duct of its ally” There is here one of the most astonish-
ing instances, which the annals of the human mind can
exhibit, of that blindness, which the selfish affections
have a tendency to produce, when, unhappily, power is
possessed, and all prospect both of shame and of punish-
ment is removed. The Brifish government had taken
evidence upon the conduct of its ally, had pronounced &
sentence of condemnation, and was proceeding, with im-
petuosity, to carry its decision into execution, yet it would
not “constitute itself a judge of the conduct of its
ally I Asif one was not a judge, so long as one abstained
from hearing both sides of the question; as if;, to all
intents and purposes, saving only those of justice, it Was
not easy to be a judge upon very different terms !

The whole of the conference of this day, it appears, was
spent, on the part of the Khans, in “asserting their dis-
belief of the hostile intercourse with Tippoo; and in-
sisting on the reasonableness of their entering into the
defence of Omdut ul Omral’s conduct in regard to the
several points in which he was accused. When the day
was far advanced, they were permitted, on their earnesb
request, to retire for the purpose of making the necessary
preparations for the funeral of the deceased Nabob, and &
second interview was appointed for the evening of the
following day.

At this meeting, the evils of a divided government, the
abuses which prevailed, and all the other arguments, which
had been so often urged to prevail upon the Nabobs to re=
sign their authority, were stated to the regents ; they were
assured that no remedy would suffice, except the revolu-
tion proposed ; and they were asked, whether they were
prepared fo enter into an amicable negotiation for that

purpose. They remarked, that, “if the entire governi-
ment of the Carnatic should be transferred to the hﬂﬂ'fa
of the G6mpany, the station of Nabob of the Carnati®
would b annihilated.” The answer of the commissioners
is momoérable, It seems to prove, that the English n
India have solong, and successfully, made use of fiction,

aT0) (4
CITAP, X.
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&
1 y take their own fictions for realities, The com- BOOK VI.
missioners had the confidence to tell the regents, “that cmar. x.
the rank and dignity of the Nabob of the Carnatic
could not be injured,” by actual dethronement, Nay, 180L
What is more, they state in their report, that the argument
yvhlch they made use of to prove it, for they did not leave
1t without an argument, “was admitted by the Khans to
€ conclusive.” The Khans, notwithstanding, declined
80y answer, on a proposition of so much importance, till
they got the benefit of consultation with the different
heads of the family ; and they were allowed till the next
day to prepare for a final declaration,
On this occasion, they began by representing, that the
whole family, and the ministers of the late Nabob, having,
been assembled to deliberate, had come to certain conclu-
sions, All these persons were convinced, that the British
government wonld not insist upon the utmost severity of
- the terms which had been recentl y announced ; and they
ad ventured to propose a different plan, by which, in
. their opinion, the security, which was the professed aim of
e & Company, would be completely attained. Their pro-
Dosition was, to give up the reserved sovereignty over the
olygars, and the right of collecting the revenues in the
8ssigned districts, and along with this to make some
ebter vegulations in regard to the debts. The commis-
8Sloners repeated that the proposition for vesting exclu-
Sively in the hands of the Company the entire adminis-
| tion of the civil and military government of the Car-
| Datic, contained the basis on which alone the proposed
| Arrangement could be founded.” After strong expostitla-
: tion, on both sides, the Khans declared, *that they were
. Prepared to give a decided answer; and that the propo-
81tiony which they had offered, and of which they deli-
Vered a written statement, contained finally, and unequi-
Vocally, the terms on which they could accede to an ar-
Tangement of the affaira of the Carnatic by negotiation.”
he commissioners resolved to accept of an ultimate
refusal from mo lips but those of the Nabob himself,
Pon their request that he should be introduced, the
ans manifested considerable surprise ; and expostu-
ted against the proposition, on the ground both of
demmm, from the recency of his father's death, and the
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QOR P immaturity of his judgment at -eighteen years of age.
cmar.x, “It was not,” say the commissioners, “without a very 1
long aud tedious conversation, that we obtained from the
1801,  Khans the appointment of a time for our receiving, from
the reputed son of Omdut ul Omrah, his own deter-
mination on the proposition communicated to the two
Khans.”

On the second day, which was the 19th of July, the
projected interview took place. The proposition was ve-
stated, to which the acquiescence of the young prince was
requived ; and the consequences held up to his view:; the
title of Nabob, with the dignity and emoluments of the
head of the family, if he complied ; the loss of all these
advantages, if he refused. “ He replied, the Khans being
présent, that he considered them to have been appointed
by his father for the purpose of assisting him ; and thab
the object of his own eouncils was not separate from thab
of the Khans? He was then given to understand that
Lord Clive, the Governor, required an iuterview with him.
To this proposition also, the Khaus manifested reluctance,
but theywere immediately informed that it was altogether
useless. During a shorl absence of the Khans, for the
purpese of preparing the equipage of the prince, “the
young man,” say the commissioners, *with much appm-aub
anxiety in his manner, whispered in a low tone of voice,
that he had been decéived by the two Khans., Alf
Hussain, accordingly; proceeded, without further comnmi-
nication with the two Khans, to the tent of the officar
commanding the troops at Chepauk, at which place we
had the honour of & personal interview with your Lerds
ghip” The attendants of the Prince, including even the
regents, were ordered to withdraw. At this meeting, it
appears that the prinee was even forward to declare his
disapprobation of the refusal givén by the Khans to the
proposition of his Lordship ; and “ proposed that a treaty
should be prepared, upon the basis of vesting the entire
civil and military government of the Carnatic in the hands
of the Company ; and stated, that he would be ready t@
execute the instrument, with, or without the consent
the Khang, at another separate conference, which was
appointed, for the next day, within the lines of the Britisk
troops.”
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~Abthat interview, however, Ali Hussain withdrew his BOOK VI.
cquiescence of the former day, which he described as cmae. x.
the sudden and inconsiderate -suggestion of the moment, —
Ho was again conveyed to a tent, to meet with Lord Clive, 1800
apart from his attendants and advisers. Being informed
that his sentiments of yesterday were understood to be
Still his yeal sentiments; that his altered declaration
Might be the offspring of fear ; that he was at present,
however, within the British lines; and, if it was necessary
should recsive the effectual protection of the British
Power; he said that he acted under mo constraint, and
that the determination ho had now expressed was that of
his own deliberate, clear, and unalterable judgment. It
Was  then explained to him,” say the Commissioners,
“that no pains had been omitted, which could warn him
of the consequences he was about to ineur; that the
Quties of humanity towards him, and the duties of atten-
¥on to the national character of the British government,
Ad been satisfied ; that he had himself determined the
Sltuation in which he would hereafter be placed ; and that
Fﬂ'lrle'dsh ip, with concern for himself individually, now
8pprized him that his future situation would be that of
& private person, hostile to the British interests, and de-
Pendent on the bounty of the Gompany.—This deelaration
1 Hussain received with o degree of composure and
CPnﬁdcnco, which denoted that he acted from no impres-
Sion of fear ; and & smile of complacency which appeared
% his countenance, throughout this discussion, denated
valntem[ satisfaction at the line of conduct he was pur-
Suing,  Being asked if he wished to make any further
ﬂbsel-mtiun, he said that he did not ; and being also.asked
Whether he had any objection to the introduction of the
015 into the tent, hesaid he bhad nonej which k_)oing
8ccordingly. done, he was directed by your Lordship to
fave the tent’s
¢ British rulers had all along reserved to themsclves
1 expedient against Ali Hussain, to wit, chicanery about
& birth, and hai regularly denominated him the reputed
Son of Omdat ul Omrah; though all that is stated is
that his mother, which, according to the Mussulman law,
18 & matter of indifference, was not the principal among
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.j)ZB women in the zenana ;! and though, at last,

ipi% precluded themselves from this pretence, by choosing him
———— asthe man with whom, in preference to all the rest of his

180L.  family, they wished to negotiate, and at whose hands to
accept the grant of the sovereignty.

Negotiation beifig in this manner closed on the part of
Ali Hussain, the son of Omdut ul Omrah, the English
yulers divected their attention to Azeem ud Dowlah, a son
of Ameer ul Omrah, who, since the death of his father,
had been kept in a state of great seclusion and indigence.
To make known the intention of dealing with him as
successor to the Nabob might shorten his days. But the
English soon found an occasion of delivering themselves
from this difficulty. The family resolved to place the
soh of Omdut ul Omrah on the musnud, to which they
held him equally entitled by his birth, and by the will of
his deceased father, The English held it necessary 0
prevent that ceremony; for which purpose the troops
alrendy commanding the entrance took possession of the
palace, and placed a gnard of honour about Azeem ud
Dowlah. He was not long kept ignorant of what was t0
be done with him. The forfeiture of the government by
Omdut ul Omrah, and ©that satisfaction and securityy
as they expressed it, which. the English rulers ¢deemed
to be necessary to the preservation of their interests int
the Carnatic,” were explained to him ; and he was asked
whether, if acknowledged as the head and representative
of the family, these were terms to which he would sub-
mit. He made as little difficulty in expressing his com-
pliance as the circumstances in which he was placed gave
reason to expect? A reflection, however, suggests itself;
which, at the time, the English rulers were probably t60
full of their object to make. If Azeemn ud Dowlah had
to the inheritance of the family any title whatsoever
beside the arbltrary will of the Englisherulers, his title
stood exempt from that plea of forfeiture on which #he

! Lord Mornington writes, * It is certain that the mother of the young mai
was of low origin, and that she was never married to the Nabob.” This would
nf!gel:l his pretensions, according to the Musswlman law, Despatches, i

2 The report from which the above particalars and quotations are taken, is
in the volume of papers (p. 8—25), ordered by the House of Commons o U®
printed, 21at and 23vd of June, 1501,
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of dethvonement was seb up. It was not so BOOK VI

much as pretended that his father; Ameer ul Omrah, had cHap: x.

ny share in the pretended criminal correspondence of the
_te and preceding Nabob ; and to punish a man for the
S10s of his grandfather, however it may be reconcileable
With some systems of law, will not be denied, it is pre-
Sumed to be utterly irreconcileable with the essential
Prineiples of justice. Besides, though in a certain sense
Pf the word, a prince may forfeit his crown to his subjects,
it was nob in the relation of subject and prince, that the
British Company and the Nabob of Arcot stood ; and in
What sense it can be eaid that ene prince forfeits his
Cr6wn to another, it would not be easy to explain.
. A treaty was immedistely drawn, up and signed, accord-
ing {o which all the powers of government were delivered
Over in perpetuity to the English, and totally and for ever
Tenounced by the Nabob. Yebt such is the memorable
rmony between the language which the English rulers
desired to employ, and the actions they performed, that
the first article of the treaty stands in the following
Words: #The Nahob Azeem ud Dowlah Behauder is hereby
formally established in the state and rank, with the dig-
Dities dependent thereon, of his ancestors, heretofore
abobs of the (larnatic; and the possession thereof is
ereby puaranteed by the Honourable East India Com-
Pany o his said Highness, Azeem ud Dowlah Behauder
Wh“_hﬂﬁ'accordingly succeeded to the Subahdarry of the
ritories of Aveob.”

& provision for the new Nabob, including the main-
tenance of the female ocstablishment, or Mhal, of his
faﬁhar, one-fifth part of the net revenues of the Camatie
Werg ptedgad. The Company engaged to makea snitable
Waintenance for the rest of the family, and took upon
8elf the whole of the debts of the preceding Nabobs.!

Against thigwvevolution, there was transmitted to the
me authorities & remonstrance in the name of the
Yegents. A letter, as from the rejected Nabob, setting
forbh, in vehement and pathetic language, the proceedings
®hich had takes place, and the cruel effeots, as rogarded
imself, wigh which they were attended, was transmitted
two gentlemen in England, of the names of Hall' and

1 See the Treaty and Papers, ut supra, i. 74,
Yor, v1, R

1801,
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ohnstone, who acted there as agents of the deceased

AP X, Nabob. The rest of the family continued to venb t];eﬂ'._

indignation, in acts of disrepect to the new Nakbob, and i
such other demonstrations as they dared to risk. The
displays of their dissatisfaction were sufficiently active
and manifest to give not only displeasure, but some degre®
of disturbance to the government. In due time the ap*
probation of the Honourable the Court of Directors: ®
favour as often as acquisitions were made, not often denieds
arrived in proper form. “We have been induced,” sal

the Secreb Committee, “to postpone expressing our opiniol
on the Jate important transactions in the Carnatic, from
a desire to be preyiously furnished with every information
which could bear in any material degree upon the ques
tion ; and we have accordingly waited with impatienc®
for a review of the circumstances which led to the laté
arrangement in the Carnatic, which the Goyernor-Generith
in his letter of the 28th of September,1801, to the Secréb
Committee, acquainted us he was then preparing, an®
which he proposed to forward by the Mornington packet-

The Morningbon packet arrived, and the promised revieWw
was not received. It was never sent. The Directors
accordingly were compelled to approve without it. “We
do not,” they say, “feel ourselves called upon to enter
into a detail of the circumstances connected with this
case ; or to state at length the reasoning upon those cil~
cumstances which has led to the conclusion we haye com®
to, after the fullest and most deliberate congideration:
It is enough to state to you, that we are fully prepﬁl'ed
upon the facts, as at present before us, to approve &

confirin the treaty in question; and we' are of opinioh
that, acting under the instructions of the Governor-
General, you stand fully justified, upon the evidence
written as well as oral, on which you proceed, in deeming
the rights of the family of Mohammed Ali, as existiig
under former treatics, to have been wholly forfeited DY
the systematic perfidy and treachery of the late Nabobs
of the Carnatic, Wallajah and Omdut ul Omyah, in breach
of their solemn treaties with the Company, The clain®
of the family having been thus forfeited, and right having
aceruad to the Company of making provision, at their
discretion; for the future safety of the Carnatic, we 8¢
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opinion that the nature of the security which BOOK VI.
been provided by the treaty, for the defence and GfAFR. =
f"esﬁrvatinn of our interests in that quarter, is of a satis-
1Y description.”t
1 expression alone, in this quotation, appears, on the
say e;]:;t occasion, to require any comment. The Directors
wii h at the Nabob Mohammed Ali forfeited the rights
But—.c he enjoyed “under treaties with the Company.”
not Suvely his right to the throne of the Carnatic wus
Creéated by any treaty with the Company. It had for
- O0g seripg of years been acknowledged, and proclaimed
the English, as resting on & very different foundation.
= he commencement of their political and military
pe}‘ﬂ-tiunﬂ in the Carnatic, the right of Mohammed Ali
¥ Inheritance, to the musnud of his ancestors, was the
0d plea which they made use of against the French;
8 zeal for the rights of the lawful prince, was one of
© colours with which they were most anxious to adorn
ie‘? conduct, If, by the violation of a treaty, an here-
:‘7 sovereign incurs the forfeiture of his sovereignty,
gi Would the case stand, not to speak of other sovereigns,
5 the Hast India Company ? At a previous epoch, the
reat"t(‘m themselves had vehemently declared, that the
% li; was violated ; namely, by the assignments which
9 Nabob had granted on the districts seb apart for
il 0g the subsidy. All the rights, therefore, which a
it:;“’ﬂ of the treaty could forfeit, were of course for-
on that oceasion. Yet the Directors by no means
on tendeq that they had a right to dethrone the Nabob
*hat occasion.?
In the letter of Ali Hussain to the agents of the family
b ‘}E]&nd, “ Being informed,” he says, “on the 29th, that
a“bhc notification had been made through the different
°n’eﬂta of Madras, that the Ameer’s son wauld be placed
5 the musnud on the 3lst instant, under the infiuence
w_ government, I immediately addressed the Governor
} h the advice of the regents, on the suggested measure,

Proposed to aceept the terms which had been at first
ﬁﬁ'em a

1801,

: & measure which my mind revolted at, but which

1
an‘.:.-c'.!cp fiom (e Secret Committee of gae Court of Directors, dated 20th of
i m,:"ﬂmr. 1802, to the Governor in Counzil of Fort St. George; papers, ut
3 Vidt' T T
&

Supra,
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B0 mad to be.demanded by the trying exigenoi 1

#®,~moment : and I felt confidence within myself, that, if 2

1.

offer had been accepted, the libemlity of the Britisl
nation would have never held me bound by eondition®:
which had been so compulsorily imposed on me; or w0
have ameliorated a situation; that had been produced P¥
means, which: neither honour nor justice could hLear to
contemplate. My address was wholly and totally di#
regarded,”! '

Of this ofier' no mention whatsoever appears in the
correspondence of the Company’s servants with theif
employers, !

On the 6th of April, 1802, the deposed Nawab died:
He was residing in the apartment of the Sultapa NizZ®
Begum, his paternal aunt, when the malady, suppaaﬂd“‘
dysentery, began; and, in display of the reseutmantﬂ_f’f
the family, his situation was concealed from the Eng
government, and the medical assistance of the English
refused, till the caso was desperate. Nearly at the sam@
time, died Ameer Sing, the deposed Rajah of Taujores?

Pondicherry having been restored to the French, agree”
ably to the treaty of Amiens, Bonaparte alarmed the
English by sending out a great list of military officers
seven generals, and a proportional number in the inferio®
ranks, with 1400 regular troops, and 100,0007 in speci®
The speedy ronewal of the war gave them relief fropd
their fears. Possession of Pondicherry was vesumed BY
the Hnglish in 1803 ; but the French Admiral, Linoify
had intelligence sufficiently prompt, to enuble him @
escape with the fleet.?

Several ocourrences of interest took place in this and the
immediately subsequent period of the administratio?
of the Marquess Wellesley, which as they are 1o
adverted to in the pages of the original, it will be
convenient to notice in this place.

Doring the year 1800, the Isla of France had: been th9
resort of @ number of armed: vessels, which with singulst
Pupers; vt supra, opdered to b ﬂ?ﬁed 215t and 23vd of Taue, 1802,

2 Papmes, ut wapra, £, 95, 96, 146, 146.
4 Papers ordered to be printed in 1806, No. 5, . 192,
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affordeq by the presence of his Majesty’s ships of war was
of Comparatively little avail against the sudden and rapid
Oberations of the French privateers ; and grievous injury
4 inflicted upon the country trade, and even upon that
;’t“‘ean England and Indiat It was computed that be-
+¥een the commencement of the war and the end of 1800,
€ Taval force of the French islands had carried into
9t Louis, British property to the amount of above two
Millions sterling, That such. a source of annoyance and
Wjury, such a rallying point for any armament which
Tight be equipped from France egeinst the: Britisl pos-
S6ssions in India, should be suffered to exist, was as dis-
creditable to the national reputation, as it was destractive
the mercantile interests of British subjects, and incom-
Patible with the safety of the Indian tervitories of Cirent
tifain, Tt was not to be expected, therefore, that’ o
Governor-General of the energetic character of Lord Mor-
Diigton would fail to attempt the extinction of the
evil 'g_y the subjugation of the islands of Mauritius and
ur 06,
-Aﬂcor.dmgly, in the latter months of 1800, as soon as
¢ affairs of Mysore wore settled, three of liis Majesty’s
Tegitients, with 1000 Bengal volunteers, and details of
Pakive and Buropean artillery, were ordered to assemblo
at Tr-mcomalee, on the Island of Cleylon, under the com-
Mand of Colonel Wellesley, to-he employed towards the
% ¢ of December in an expedition against the Jsie of
rance, if the accounts from Burope and from Egypt were
& nature to leave the Uovernor-General ab liberiy to
Taake the attempt® At the same time the plan of the
expedition was communicated o Admiral Rainier, who
Commanded the British squadron in the Indian Qeean,
nd he was earnestly requested to proceed o Trineomalee
meet the force and trensports assembled there, and
Co-operate in the attack upon the Isle of France, the

1 The K, dinmon was eaplured by a French privateer off the Sand
Re-a..m';‘ﬁ'; '}:;. of ' Oetober, n!t?}r an getion of ‘an hour wnd three-quarters,
5he Was carried by boardilig, and i¢ peseengers anll crew were tredted aftor

18 capturs with Drutal barbarity. Despatehes, il 395, a

* Letter to ihe Hon, Col. Wallesley, 5th Kov, 1800, Despatehes, i, 413,
See alsg Wellington Dospatehes, i. 24, 81,

»

AEYIby’afid bolaness carried ona predetory warfare against BOOK VI
o o8 commerce in the Indian Ocean. The protection cumar. x.

1301,
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ceessful result of which admitted of noer

.doubt, from- the feeble means of resistance which the

colony possessed.!

The attempt upon the Isle of France was vetarded;
however, by the extraordinary scruples of the British
Admiral, who withheld his concurrence in the propose
expedition, chiefly because, in his opinion, no such enter”
prise could with propriety be undertaken, unless by the
express command of the king, signified in the ususl
official form to the DBritish government of India, and t0
the commanders of his Majesty's sea and land forces, 1
is difficult4o believe how such a plea could have satisfied
the understanding of a British officer, or that a mere
defect of form should have imposed upon the Admiral the
duty of frustrating or impairing the use of such means a8
the government of India might possess, for the seasonable
annoyance of the enemy, instead of zealously seizing the
opportunity to direct against them such additional and
powerful resources, The principles urged by Lord Welles-
ley in reply to the Admiral's objections,? received the
fullest sonfirmation fromn the home authorities 3 and Tord
Hesberl axyressly states that ih is of tha whimost i paslancd
that it shiould be undewstoad that in the distant possees
gions of the British wopire during the existence of wer
the want of the regular authority should not preclude ap
attack upon the snemy in any case that mity appear cal
culated to promote the public interests.* Full credit 8
givan to Adrairal Rainier ior having acted under n sensd
of public duty, but it is impossible to aveid suspecting
that he was influenced, however unconsciously, by a jealous
tenaciousness of authority which disdained receiving or-
ders from an Bast Indis Company’s Governor, a feeling
which has on various occasions been mauifested by thos?
intrusted in India with high naval commands, to the
Berious detriment of the public cause, On the present
occasion, its effects were most mischievous, for the prie
vateers of the Isle of France continued, during sever
subsequent years after the renewal of the war, to harass

! Leiter to Adiniral Rainier, 22nd Oct. 1800, Despatches, i, 360, Seo 410
Letter to 8ir G. Younge and Siv Roger Curtls,  1bid,

. ¥ Deapatelies, Appendix, 753, 756,

? felter from Lord Hobart to the Marquess Wellesley, 13th Sept. 1502
Duspatcties, 700, .

1
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Rainier yyaq found insnperable, the Governor-General re-
Solved to resume a design which had been suspended for
3 Season, and gend the troops collected at Ceylon against
.avial  Before this project could be realized, instrue-
1005 were received from England to undertake an expe-
}iitn_m in a different direction, and to send a force from
ndig, to Egypt, to assist in the expulsion of the French
oI that country? The instructions had been in some
degroe anticipated, and the destination of the troops
45sembled at Trincomalee was dependent upon the nature
of the advices which should be received from England,?
and which it was thought probable would direct the
Squipment of an armament for the Red Sea, The force
8ssembled in Ceylon was therefore despatclied to Bombay,
to be joined there by 1600 native infantry, which had
€en held in readiness for foreign service.! The force was
Placed under the command of Major-General Baird, who
lofy Bengal on the 14th February ; and after touching at
: l}g)’h}ll proceaded to Bombay, where he arrived on the 31st
Fishi. :
Thé foress eollooted for the Hepphian expadition wese
Stubarked ns fash g iransports opuld be provided for them;
““':l i suecessive detachments saniled to lMm‘:l.zu as the first
Point of yendezvous, They had besn preveded in Des
“ember by Rear-Admiral Blankett, with a squadron of the
OMpany's oyuisers, and a suall bady of troops, intendod
Ac¢t as an advance-guard to the expedition, and prepare
¢ way for its reception. Letters were also addressed
by the Governor-General to all the principal Avab chiefs
b the const of the Red Sea, to couciliate their good oftives
4nd secure their assistance.®
_After touching at Mocha, (feneral Baird proceeded to
*1dda, where he arvived on tbe 18th of May, and way
Joined by Siy Home Pophsin, who had been sent cut from

! Weny 155,

A Mlll.-:g;::t;?l:;g“]l{‘ﬁi Hom. H. Dunidas (o the Marquess Wellesiey, 6th
.a._el.. 1803, Dospatclies, ii. 436, ‘The measure had Ueen suggestad by
D::Ieshy long before. Letier to the Right Hon. H. Dundas, 16th May, 1799,

; Mitchies, §, 587, o
) : rom Mnrquéas Wellesley to Major-General Baird, 10th Feb, 1801,
Despatonies, it, 440, 2 Ibid. i, 471,

k.

et with impuuity the commercial navigation of BOOK VI
rn sens, When the reluctance of Admiral cmar x.

1801,
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. England to take the command of the naval )
expedition. There also he received intelligenc
action which had taken place between the Trench army
and the British forces on the 21st Aarch, the defest of
the former,’and «death of Sir Ralph Abercrombie. Pro-
ceeding to Koseir, General Brird arrived there on the 8th
June, and having concentrated his troops, commenced his
march towards the Nile, The passage of the desext
although impeded by a variety of vexatious embarrass-
ments gnd delays, was efiected without any serious 1oss,
and the troops performed the rest of their voute down
the Nile in boats.

By the 27th of August, the whole of General Baird's
force, amounting to 7000 men, was assembled in the Isle
of Rhouda. Thence they marched to Rosetta, with the
hope of contributing to the capture of Alexandria, bub
were there met by intelligence that the French were in
treaty for smrender; and with this event terminated hos-
tilities in Egypt. {

After the cessation of active operations, the two armies
from Indis and England were united under the command
of Lord Cavan, and the Sepoys were to be marched 10
Alexandria to form part of the garrison, The blending
of #wo bodids, differing in many respects as to their pay
and organization, was ill-ealeulated to give satisfaction 10
either, and the detention of the native troops to perford
the dubies of garrisons would have been a breach 'of the
implied obligation under which they had counsented t0
engage in foreign service, These ohjectionable projects
were, liowever, obviated by the intelligence that prelimi:
naries of peace had been signed ; :and by the end of AP
orders-were received for the return of the native troops
and a portion of the Européan to Indis. They were e
barked at Sues, in the beginning of June, 1802, 80
arrived at the Presidencies to which they severally b{;
longed in the course of the two following months.' Tb{:
demonstration of the power of the British empire, Wh“iﬂ
thus brought together numerous and offective armamen of
from $he West and from the East, to fight the battles =
England, wpon the Banks of the Nile, was calculated ¥

! Do e’ Depatons oF Lisrd Welles] i oy
; ey and the Dhike of We
£2& the Life of 'Sir David Baird for llh'sq.luulld o{hcr details,



EY OPPOSED BY THE DIRECTORS.

renown, and confirm her moral, as well as BOOK VI.
iSpy r political strength. The demonstration was omap, x.
10t needed ; there was already, as the event proved, a
sufficient force to overpower the reliques of the French  180L
8y, and it would have been economy both of blood and
tr?&faure, to have adhered to the Governor-General's
Original design, and been contented with the less splendid
b more gerviesable conquest of the Isle of France.
olore the return of the troops from the Egyptian ex-
bedition, Lord Wellesley had tendered to the Court of
rectors his resignation of the government of India. On
16 st of January, 1802, he conveyed to the Court his
Wish 1o be relieved before the end of the current year.
his despatch to the Court, he assigned no other causes
for thgt step than the successful accomplishment of the
Most essential branches of his general plan for the se-
cm-j:ty of India ; the prosperity of the existing state of
Mrs, and his expectation of completing in the course of
¢ Year as great a proportion of improvement in the
4rs of India, as he could hope to accomplish within
My period of time, to which his government could be
m“n&bly protracted.! In a letter addressed to M

- oer o Dgbon, the Secretary of State, his Lordship is more
1 Plicit ;. his continuance in India, he states, is precluded
¥ Powerful causes, and his administration is brought to
Dremature gonclusion by the authority most interested
el S extension ; that is, by the Court of Directors, whom
in ﬁh&?‘gaa with having manifested a wank of confidence
" W, svith having interfered in details of local adminis-
Yes 10m, usnally left to local authority, and with havitg
Y8ed their sanction or expressed their disapprobation

- Mrangements which he had adopted, upon & convie-

thn of their expedience or necessity. Ho then specifies
hezdgﬂi'tiunlm‘ cases, included under these fhreo general

)

. Without following the Governor-General through all the
Umstances which he details, it will be easy to select

a8 will prove that hisaccusstions were not unfounded

"8 that the Gourt of Directors had adopted towards him,

i
3 8tter to th Court of Divectors, dst Jan, 1803, Despatches, ii, 616.
nqm'::mr 10 the Night Hon. H. Addington, Cawnpore, 10th Jan, 1802, Doge
b Il Tutrodaction, p. Iv.
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Jlogpinions and feelings, with the influence of

Ap- 3. /continuance in his situation was wholly incompulx

They had learned to lock upon him with digtrust and
fear, on various grounds, some of which were not Wllﬂ_uy
untenable, but of which others were inconsistent Wi
the extension of the British power in India, and the moré
decidedly political nature of the position in which the
Company had been placed by the results of the war with
Tippoo Sultan. Unquestionably the accession of territory
acquired by ibat war; the more complex relations 1
which it had involved the British government with t_ o
neighbouring states ; and the continuance of hostilities
in Hurope, fully justified Lord Wellesley in making 8%
addition to the strength of the Company’s army. 5
Court of Directors, influenced by considerations of eco™”
omy, which, to say the least of it, were ill-timed, disaP”
proved of the augmentation, and peremptorily ordered
reduction to be made. To have obeyed theso order™
would not only have incapacitated the government ffc{n
co-operating in the Egyptian campaign, but would hay® s
exposed the newly-acquired provinees to be the prey
rebellion or invasion. Lord Wellesley was therefore comt”
pelled to suspend obedience to the orders of the Courls
and they never were obeyed. The Mahratta war, whi¢
presently followed, was an unanswerable argument again®
any diminution of the military strength of British %7
vernment.

Some of the proceedings of the Court regarded e
abolition of various salaries and allowances which ﬁ_c
Governor-General had sanctioned or granted : this 33":
him deep offence, and he resents it in strong temus. “1 ‘
cannot be denied,” he observes, “that the Court, by * as
ducing the established allowances of Colonel Wellesley;
offered me the most direct, marked, and disgusting P
sonal indignity which could be devised. The effec
this order must be to inculeate an opinion that I 1‘“;;0
suffered my brother to derive emoluments be)'oﬂ‘d Led '
limits of justice and propriety, and that I have exbib*
An example of profusion and extravance in an allow®
granted to my neavest connexion. I have already 5%®
that the groind of the order is as unjust and unwarra® 1o
m point’ of fact, as its operation is calculated ¥ ,



: jmn' TENDERS HIS RESIGNATION.
s and humiliating to my reputation and honour) BOOK VI,

IP would appear that the Court had not sufficiently con- cumar. x.
Sidered the nature of Colonel Wellesley's political as well
85 military functions in Mysore, or the unavoidable ex- 1802
Denses of his situation; and it is undeniable, as Lord
ellesley urges, that if the Court conceived Colonel
W Cllesley and the Governor-General capable of the con-
duct which their orders insinuated, they should not have
stopped short with such imputation, but should have
*emoved Colonel Wellesley from his command, and Lord
ellesley from his government,
sides objections to the amount of remuneration for
Public services, the Court of Directors assumed a right to
Momingte individuals to offices of trust, and to displace
thoge appointed by their Governors in Indin. Thus a
l‘emmptm-y order directed Lord Wellesley to appoint a
pmiiculw person to be Acting President of the Board of
tade, to the supersession of another individual, who had’
een placed in that office by the government; and at
adras the Court, in opposition to the opinions and wishes
of Lorq Clive, removed the chief secretary to the govern-
Ment and appointed another, displaced a member of the
9ard of Revenue, and directly nominated two members
© that Board, and granted one of thé most important
Sommercial residences on the Coast in reversion upon the
Vacancy. These measures undoubtedly constituted
R usurpation of patronage contravy. to the letter and
Spirth of the Act of Parliament of 1793, which, in vesting
€ privilege of nomination to all offices under Members
Council in the local authorities, subject fo the control
of the Court of Directors and the Board of Commissioners
Ot the affairs of India, did not intend to give to either of
the latter more than the power of checking any abuse of
Ocal patronage, and protecting the just rights of their
Setvants in India: where these were flagrantly and sys-
“Matically invaded, it was, nodoubt, the duty of the autho-
Hties iy England to interfere, but it is obvious that if the
Wherforonce is perpetually called for, the legitimate remedy
8 not g4y azsumption of the patronage, but the removal of
- e offender,
In addition to the counteraction and mortification thus
Complained of, the Governor-General, at the time he wrote,
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00K “¥U anticipated exposure to still further offence | :

- menaced,” he observes, “with angry orders of variou$

deseriptions, for the subversion of many of the most im-

1802, portant acts and institutions of my administration,and for

the entire change of its general tenor and spirit” Al
though not mentioned, he especially alludes to two gets O
measures in which he took an active interest, and in whic
he was most pointedly abt variance with the Court _'Jf
Directors—the establishment of the College of Fort Wil
linm, and the extended facilities afforded to private trade
in Bengal.

It has been already noticed, that in compliance with ‘*_41‘-"
requisition of the trading interests of England, a provision
was dntroduced into the charter of 1793, by which 3000
tons at least were to be annually allotted to Pfi‘f“’w
merchants. Two objects were propesed by this conditior
which was considered to be consistent with the gener
‘principle of the Company’s monopoly.  These were, First
the angmented export of British manufactures ; Secondls?
the remittance direct to England of that portion of Britist
capital which the Company’s investment could not t‘}ko
up, and which was therefore sent in articles of India®
export by foreign shipping, whenever British tonnage W2
deficient. ‘T'he provision had failed in both respects. TH
high rate of freight charged on the Company's shippiné
aud $he delays and interruptions to which “their vess
wore subjected, were justly complained of as deterrios
Flerchauts and manufacturers from engaging exlensiv
in the trade. In fact, however, there was no great dom
in India-at that time for British goods; and the amots
of exporttonnage, even if the expense had boen rednte
would probably have beenmore than equal to the demi? 3
The case was different with Indian goods, There ¥ o
large capital in India, in the forbunes of individuals, th
wanted ‘employment, and there was a very extensive
mand in Burope for a variety of articles besides ¥/
which the Company reserved as objeets of their oxclIETZ

" trades! comsequently, the tonnage offered to private

! Uhe wnioant of private, exclnsty a from BEG
; 5 ra of privilege goods, shipped thns
:‘n‘t!eiﬂ period betw.]f_mn the pussing of thoﬂ]\'et n!gl’g'.:iamcnt aad w’j\o’nf
e ons, Tons. :
{!N-b 475 7967 4059 70— 99 GEEL
AE the Tatinr pesion g ve 10,001 3787 apag—1800 T, fon
dered for the voyage 1y ;:ngﬁ:g? SPEQ ity bost 1 T0

des |



OURAGEMENT OF PRIVATE TRADE,

the Company, was: wholly insufficient for their BOOK VI,

Wants, besides being ruinously costly and uncertain, So cmam x.

Strongly was this felt, that the Court of Directors, in May,

1798, authonized the government of Bengal to take up 1802
Ps, on the account. of the Company, for the purpose of
te-lotting, on the same account, the tonnage to the mer-
chants of Caleutta. Their plan, however, was objection~
8ble on the same grounds as before, expense and delay;
and, the principle having been admitted, the practice was
Wodified by Lord Wellesley so far that the merchants and
Ship-owners were permitted to make their own arrange-
Dents for the extent and rato of the freight, and the
Espatch of the vesszels, subject to such conditions as were
fhought necessary to protect the Company's privilegeld
discretion thus exercised created exceeding alarm and
Abger ab home, As the ships taken up were India-built,
the ship-builders of the Port of London anticipated the
estiuction of their business, and the Uourt of Directors
Procliimed that the Company's monopoly was subverted.
16 views of the (lovernor-General were advocated by a
t];mltg mercantile interest in England, and were upheld by
e Il'e_raidant of the Board of Control, so that the disap-
Fmbt;t{on of the Court was nob allowed to be directly and
_mmedm.tely expressed.2  The Governor-General repeated
1% same arrangement in 1800, and in his report of the
“reumstance to the Court, declared it, to be his decided
d conscientious convietion that the permanent esta~
1E‘hll.‘.v.%n.‘a of a systematic intercourse between the portsof
16 and that of London, regulated by principles similar
9 those adopted by his government, had become indis-
Pensable to the united and inseparabla interests of the
Ompany and of the nation in India.  The liberal and un-
Mswerahle arguraents by which this opinion was vindi-
ted, were not calenlated to render the measure accept-
& to the narrow and selfish. jealousy of the ship-owners
9 of tha Court of Directors. That the Governor-General's

u""{“‘ferll!aemnnt_of_thu Board of Trade;, Caleutin, 5th Oet. 1798, Deapatehen
7 iend, 736, = ~
+ Lotter from the B Hon. B, Dundas to the Committee of Ship Builders
iﬁ,g.ﬂl{-. 1797, and to-igl:chnimnm of the: Hon. E. Indin Company, 2nd Apil,
By Wellesley Dospatches; vo 117, 121 Letfer from the sawe to Lord Mor-
DNy 1th 1709.. Ibid. 1101, Lettertothe Conet, 30th Sepb. 1800,
Batches, i, 576,
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unpopularity with both at this early period of his admnl=

. nistration must be mainly referred to the encouragement

which he thus afforded to the private trade of India can-
not be doubted, and was his own impression, “I appre-
hend,” he observes, “that my conduct on the question of
the private trade has been the main source of the VIt~
lence which has been bhetrayed by the Court on various
other topics.'!

The support given by Lord Wellesley to the trade froi
India to England in British-built ships, was the result of
the calm and deliberate consideration of a measure coil~
cerning which he himself declares he felt no particular
solicitude, The same indifference did not attach to 62
institution of which he was the creator and fosterer—the
College of Fort William—and in respect to which he was
fated to encounter the no less strenuous opposition of the
Court of Directors.

The alteration which had taken place in the situation of
the Company in India, and their assumption of a p()litll:l?!I
to the comparative extinction of a mercantile charactel
had permanently changed the objects which their ¢V}
servants were appointed to accomplish, and the denom*
nations of writer, factor, and merchant, by which they
were still distinguished, were utterly inapplicable t0 the
nature and extent of their duties and occupations.
only had they for the greater part ceased to have any 0%
nexion with trade, but they were bound by oath to abstall
from every commercial and mercantile pursuit, and it b
now become their fask to maintain civil order through a
extensive and populous country; to dispense justice
millions of people of various languages, manners =
creeds ; to administer a complicated system of 1"?73.“8
and finance ; to conduct difficult and intricate negﬂfﬂﬂt“’}; F
with all the powers of India ; and in several of the ¢BX
native states to exercise, as Residents, a peoulist #7

Lo
! Hee Lelter of Mr, Grant and Mr. Twining, two of the I)irecfol'ﬁrhtéagtle—
Wellesley. Dospatches, v, 142, 143; also Marquess Wellesley to LOF Gp ude.

reagh, 19th Feb. 1803. Despatches, iii. 54. Papers on the f’ri\;:.lll!Is aame
Asiatic Aunual Register, 1801; also Debates at the India House 0 0, I‘ll::.
| ty
recently bean chairman, asserted, that © it was through the mgnhted
what they wanted and what the i T a1 i
] y enjoyed.” Thid. p. 176, S0 i A
mann's Obseryations.on the Reports nf! the Court of 1I.lirm‘:i;i:ﬂ‘-’v; 1801, ot

sublect, In a debate on the 23th May, 1801, one of the Directors Y0

Al
Jord Wellosley's conduct that the agents and merchants were 8 o
ber’s Rise and Progress of the British Power in India, ii, 232,
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ontrol over vast principalities. They were BOOK VI,
4 yin short, o discharge the duties of statesmen in  cuar. x.
every other part of the world, but under difficulties of a
Characteristic description, arising from the total dissimi- 1802 |
riby that existed between the languages, manners, and
“Pinions of England and India — between all the ciroum-
Stances in which the public functionaries had been edu-
Cated, and those to which the fruits of their education
Vere to be applied. It may seem extraordinary, that the
iBcongruity of the twe had not previously been disco-
Yered, and that it was reserved for the M arquess Wellesley
9 discover that a knowledge of the languages spoken by
he people of Indin, and of the people themselves, was
A1 essential part of the education of those Englishmen
Who were to be charged with the offices of magistrates,
J“dges, collectors, ambassadors, and governors in India.
e views entertained by the Marquess Wellesley of
.8 sort of instruction required, although sound in prin-
€Iple, wers of an extent which it would be difficult under
40y eircumstances to realize, and which in India it was
ODeless to attempt. The state of preparation in which
.© Junior civil servants of his day were sent out, Justified
M, 10 doubt, in desiring that even their European edu-
“ation should be continued after their arrival. Some of
© Writers ho describes as unfit to execute any duties
wond those of a copying-clerk, whilst of those who had
, eelved the benefits of a superior education, the studies
en prematurely interrupted at the age when they
Were about 4o yield the reward of application, An ade-
Quate remedy for this was not to be found in India, but in
tgland ; and the attempt to prolong a course of European
udy in Bengal, where few of the inducements or facilities
Or 8uch an object wero available, and where the services
Competent instructors could not at all times or for a
??ntinuance be procured, was jusily condemned by the
SOULE of Diractors as an unprofitable expenditure both
Money and of time.
| Whilsl;’ however, it was obviously a matter of easy
' I'(’Ellh?.t.ion to enforce, in the case of every junior eivil
' &:’-'V_ant, the acquirement at home of the highest possible
Winments that could be gained by English education, it
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. was equally evident that certain loeal qualifications were

indispensable, which could not at any time be conve-
niently, or ab that time be ab all obtained in Euvope. Ib
was scarcely possible to add to the most approved eourse
of juvenile instruction in England, an intimate acquaint-
ance with the history, customs, and manners of the people
of India, with the Mohammedan and Hindu codes of law
and religion, with the commercial and political interests
and relations of Great Britain in Asia, ov with the code ?f
regulations and laws' enacted by the Governor-General 1B
council, for the purpose of securing to the people of Indid
the bénefit of the ancient and accustomed laws of the
country, administered in the spirit of the British consti=
tution. Knowledge of this description could be acqmit®
only in India, and an adequate provision for its beilg
effectively imparted was well worthy of the cave anc
encouragement of the state. Thero are, however, in the
constitution of the civil service, and in the condition
society in India, serious obstacles to this part of the plan
and the only realizable results of the projected establish=
ment were the means of nequiring a conimand of the lan-
guages of the country, of receiving through their litefature
an honést and authentic expression of the feelings and 5€2°
timents of the people, and of learning something of their
history, institubions; and laws. The plan of the Collég®
also afforded oceasions of intimate and creditable inter-
course with natives of leamning and talent, by which mﬁ_ﬂy
ignorant prejudices were removed from both the nati¥®
and Enropean mind, and mutually favourable impressiqﬂﬂ
were acquired. It also offered encouragement to native
learning and talent, and the plan extended throughot®
Hindustan the reputation of the Company’s governmer™
Although, therefore, its operations were not as °°'_m.’w”
hensive as its founder designed, the college of Fort Tillie #2
was productive of important public advantages, exet@® o
for several subgequent years a beneficial influence “Psd.
the character of the junior servants of the Compasy * i
was instrumental to the service and credit of the state: =
Spirit of refrenchment and private interests at Iosb con¥
immd‘w effect: its extinction, leaving in its room o 1 o
contrivaneo for teaching the smallest possilile qﬁ-‘mmﬁ!



the mere speech of the people,:
The arguments urged by Lord Wellesloy with consider<
able ability, and in general with unanswerable truth, as to
© Necessity of an improved seale of education for their
Servants, and the expedience of a collegiate establishment
1 Indig for their use, failed to satisfy the Court of Di-
rectors, who alarmed at what they termed the considerable
And unknown amount of the expense by which it was to
be attended, and entertaining an exaggerated apprehension
" Of the financial embarrassments of the Indian government,
Ofdered its immediate abolition. At the same fime they
Could not deny the necessity of providing for instruction
I svme of the native languages ; and they furnished s
tch of a more economical establishment which they
Were Prepared to sanction. Although, in obedience to the
Ofders of the court, the Governor-General announced it to
© the intention of the government to abolish the college,
€ Postponed, for various reasons, the actual abolition,
until the close of 1803, expressing his hope, that in the
Jean time, the representations addressed by him to the
gourt might prevail npon it to suffer the establishment to
Temaip unaltered, until he should be enabled to report in
Person the condition and effects of the institution, and
Submit such details as wight enable the court to exercise
1% final judgment on the whole plan. This representation,
backeq by the decided support of the Board of Control,
WaS not without effect upon the proceedings of the Di-
TSctors; and the sanction of the Court was eventually
8lven o the continuance of a college for the instruction
of Bengal writers in the Oriental languages in use in that
bart of Tndia. Arrangements of a more restricted nature
Were adopted, forthe like instruction to be given to the
Young civilians of Madras and Bombay, in the languages
f the Peninsula ; and a college was a few years afterwards
foundeq in England, for the better education of the junior
Civiliang of all the Presideneies, in the usual objects of
.Wopean study, es well as for a preparatory instruction
m the languages of the East, However mutilated, there-

! Notes 1 Governor-General on the foundation of a College &t Fort
‘lv“lh\m, 100 ?:ﬂy. 1800, Despatclies, il. 325, Regulations for the Foundae
0, &e. Ibid. 356,
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* fore, by the economy or jealousy of the Court of Directors,
the projected college of Lord Wellesley had the merit of ©
awakening public attention to an object of vital impOl‘t"
ance to the prosperity of British India, and of originating
useful, although still imperfect measures for its abtain-
ment.!

The announcement of Lord Wellesley's wish to be re-
lieved from the labours of his government, proved accepl-
able to neither the ministry nor to the Court of Directors,
and both addressed him tourge his remaining in India for
a further period?® at least until the month of January,
1804, In writing to his Lordship on this occasion, the
Court of Directors expressed their persuasion, that 11
another season the Governor-General would be able t0
terminate, with honour to himself and advantage to ?he
Company, every measure of importance connected wit
the recent acquisitions, perfect the retrenchments, as We
those resulting from the peace, as others of which thelr
affairs might be susceptible, and in concert with the home
authorities lay the foundation of an efficient system, for
the liquidation of the Indian debt. These expectations
were disappointed. The war with France was speedily
renewed, and the war with the Mahrattas called upon the

Indian governments for renewed exertions and augmente
expense,

CHAPTER XL

Two Sets of Princes connected with the English ; one, whom
they made resign both the Military and the Civil Powers
of their Government ; another, whom they made 7€ ?
only the Military Povers.— Endeavour to muke the
Pestova resign the Military Part of kis Gavernmért=—
Negotiations for that Purpose, from 1798 to 1802.— S
gotiations with Dowlut Rao Sindiak for a similar P w“
pose—~The Dependance of all the Mahvatta States &
Pected as the Effect of the Resignation to the Eﬂgm‘r‘ %

it grard Castlereagh to the Marquess Wellesley, 25th April, 1803, Despatehe®

2 From Lord Castloreagh, President Augus]
; ‘antle y of the Board of Control, 1080
?ﬂ:&ge&f"mg”m- Despatchies, 1ii, 31,33, From the Conrt of Dereeto™ R
nor-Gengral, 26th Sept. 1802 Deapateh, i Infroduction, 357



ONS WITH THE PRINCES OF INDIA,
ALt ry Power of any one of them.— Negotiation B

olkar—The Peshwa driven from Poonah—Forthe Sake
of being restored by English Arms, the Peshwa consents
to the Resignation of his Military Power—~A T'reaty for
that Purpose signed at Bassoin— The Governor-General
expects that the other Mahratta States will not dare to
Quarrel with the English on account of the Treaty of
Bassein.—Sindibh assembles his Troops, and marches to
the Vicinity of Boorkanpore.— Lersevering Attempts to
make Sindiah execute @ Treaty similarto that of Bassein.—
The Peshwa vestored.— Probability of a War with the
Makratta Princes on account of the Treaty of Bassein.—
Junction of the Armies of Sindiak and the Raja of
Berar—Sindiak and the Raja required by the English o
quit their present menacing Position, and replace their
Armdes at their usual Stations—Sindiak and the Raja
evading Compliance, the English regard them as Enemies.
~—drguments by which the Governor-General endeavoured
80 prove that the line of Policywhich led tothis Crisis was
good.— Investigation of those Arguments,

THE relations, which the British government endea-
. Youred to establish with the Princes of India, were
ifferent in different cireumstances. They with whom
161r connexion was the most intimate, the Nabob of the

Thatic, the Raja of Tanjore, the Nabob of Oude, formed
One class,  Another was formed by.those who stood in the
Sircumstances of the Nizam, of the Peshwa and other

hratts powers.

From the Princes of the first class, it had Intely been

& object of the British government to take away not
only the military, but likewise the ecivil power, in the

Sountries to which their titles respectively extended ; and,
€aving them the name of sovereign, to make them simply

Pensioners of state. With the rest, this objeet had been

Sompletely attained: with the Nabiob of Oude, it wag
ound expedient to make something of a compromise, A

Sort of delegated administration, which, however, he bound
imself to carry on according to the pleasure of the dele-

gator, was loft to him in civil affairs, in a portion, not

Jouch more than a third, of his former dominions,

LenwitheSindiah ingifectual—War between Sindiah and cnae. xn

802,
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. To this point the pretensions of the British government
had advanced by degrees. Af fivsh they were neither very
high, nor very definite. The English, for their own sect-
rity, found it necessary to aid the Princes in defending
themselves ; and the Princes agreed to re-imburse the
English for the expenses swhich they incurred.

The powers of government, that is, in India, the powers
of the sovereign, may be looked upon as divided (in Tndis
they are very conspicuously divided) into two portions;
the one, the military power; the other, the ciyil power;
the one consisting in authority over the military forca. 3
the other in the administration of what is called the civil
or non-military affairs of the state, the collection of the
revenue, judicature, and police.

The English arrived at the first remarkable stage, when
they made the Princes, with whom they were most nearly
connected, strip themselves of their military power, t0
place it in the hands of the English. At thisstage aflairs
remained during a considerable number of years. The
sovereigns, placed in these circumstances, held their civil
power in a state of absolute dependence. When the civil
power, also, was taken away from them, nothing of sove-
reign remeined, but the name. They werein the situation
of the Raja of Sattarah, only in the hands of a people, 0
whom it was agreeable to treat them with more indul
gence,

With the Princes of the second class, the object at
which the British government had begun to aim, was, t0
make each of them resign the military part of his power
to the Fnglish, In respect to the 'Niza,m,.the business
been effectually accomplished by the treaty of 18003
when he agreed to receive the subsidiary force of _the-
Euglish, and alienated a great proportion of his dominions
to defray its expense! The eagerness with which Lo
Wellesley ‘endeavoured to establish the same velations
with the principal Mahratta states, he himself informs W
was extreme,

It had suited the English, in their transactions with the
Malivatta poople; to suppose, in the chieftain called tb';.
Peshwa, o species of sovereign wuthority over the est ©
the Mahratta potentates; an authority, which it W&

! Desputlies, . 135, 234, 970, 275, and Appendix, 709, 725.
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@ally evident that the rest of the Princes paid cmav. s
o respect.! In the spirit of this policy, it was the wish
of Lord Wellesley to induce the Peshwa, in preference 18502
to all the rest of the Mahratta chiefs, to consign the
defence of his government and dominious to a British
force, and to alienate a part of those dominions for the
Mamtenance of that force ; an arrangement which that
Governor denominates, “an intimate alliance, founded
upon principles which should render the British influence
and military force the main support of that power.”?

In 1795, when the Nizam consented to transfer the mil-
Itary powers of government within his dominions to the
Bnglish, a similar proposal of  general defensive alliance,
and mutual guarantee,”? as it is called by Lord Wellesley,
Was strongly pressed upon the Peshwa. The moment was
conceived to be favourable. “The authority of Bajee Rao,”
8ays the Governor-General, * was then reduced to a state
of extreme weakness by the imbecility of his councils, by
the instability and treachery of his disposition, and by
the prevalence of internal discord : and in that erisis, his
Bovernment was menaced with destruction, by the over-
bearing power of Sindish. It was evident that the Pesh-
Wa could not expect to be relieved from the oppressive
Control of Sindiah, and to be restored to a due dogree of
authority within his own dominions, by any other means
than by the aid of the Biitish power.”s The Governor-

! The wiigle history of the Mahratta states shows, that the Peshwa's suprem-
Ay was naot merely what it suited the English to represent it, bat was an
essential part of the constitution of the state. The overgrown power of some
of the elifefs had, it is true, rendered the Peshwa's authority Nl more than
Hominal as regarded them; but even Sindiab and Holkar ever professed to eon-
Silder the Peshwa as their sovereign, or at least as their sovercign’s vepresenta.
Uve, The title by which they held their lands was origially a grant from
the Peshwa in consideration of military service. Undoubtedly, as far as this
Kind of contract was & leading feature in the fendal system of Europe, the
54108 Kystem may be said to have been found in India. Territory held Ly the
&enure of military service oeonrred throughort India, and was the loose band
Which hield the Mahratta chiefs together under a common head.  With excop-

ol tob, of some of the most powerful of the chiefs, the Peshiwa’s authority
Was exercised over the Mahratta Jagirdars or feudatories.—W,

3 Qovernar-General’s Narratiye of the late Transactions in the Mahratia
eMpire: Fast India Papers, Mshratta War, 1803, ordered to be printed 5th
ANd 29nd June, 1804, p. 304.—M. 1 L 2

Besides the Narrative, the same collection ¢ unr‘t]{cr nication

1 Lord Wellesley, entitled Notes relative fo the late Transactions in the

falivatin Empire. This was separately printed, with an appeudix of official /
Ujumems, by Debrett, 1804, See also Despuatches, iii. 26.—W,
S 1bid.

4 Guvernor-General's instructions to the Tesident at Poonah, dated 23rd
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& -
. General informs us, that Bajee Rao did even apply to hint

cmar. x1. for assistance. But when he was made to understand, that

1802

.

it would be granted only on the condition of permanently
confiding his defence to a British force ; that is, of trans-
ferring his military power to the hands of the English,
4he deliberately,” says the Governor-General, «preferred
a situation of degradation and danger, with nominal inde-
pendence, to a more intimate connexion with the British
power ; which,” adds the Governor-General, sufficiently
disclosing his views, “could not be formed on principlleﬂ
caleulated to secure to the Peshwa the constant protection
of our arns, without, at the same time, establishing our
ascendancy in the Mahratta empire”! The length of
time, during which the Peshwa amused the Governor-
General, is thus commented wpon by that disappointed
ruler, Subsequent ovents justify & conclusion, that the
long and systematic course of deceitful policy, pursued by
the Peshwa on this occasion, was not less the result of &
determined spirit of hostility, than of his characteristic
jualousy and irresolution.’

The prospect of the war between the British power and
Tippoo Sultaun ingpired not the Peshwa, we are assured, by
the Governor-General, with any of the sentiments of a ge-
nerous ally ; but furned his attention solely to the advan=
tages which the crisis presented “to the faithless and
sordid policy of that Prince;” who not ouly, “by a course
of studied and systematic deceit, avoided all active inter-
ference in the contest, but actually maintained an amicable
intercourse with the enemy,?

The Governor-General even makes profession of having
been duped by the Peshwa. ©His Excellency,” says _1‘“’
speaking of himself in the third person, a novelty which
this (Governor-Gleneral introduced, and of which, in the
end, the Directors complained, *“in a letter addressed
to the Honourable the Court of Directors, under date the
20th of March, 1799, expressed his conviction, that the
disposition of the Courf of Poonah continued perfectiy

At e

of June, 1802, transmitted in a lotter from : Secrek
- Eoh 3 A the Governor-Gereral to the D&
Commitée, dited 2471 of December, 1802, and reccived tho 9th of May, 1903
. p. SU—M. Tiespatelies, 1il. 3, 12,—W.
Despatehes, i, 12, 2 Thid
3 Lottirs, uk supra, p. 84, !



e the sole cause of its inaction, in the event of a cuar. x1.
War with Tippoo Sultaun.” The course of the war, how-
ever, he says, suggested doubts ; and at the termination of 1802
it they were confirmed, ¢ by the correspondence between

Ippoo Sultaun and his agents at Poonab, and by letters

om Nana Furnavese, and other Mahratta chieftains, to

ippoo Sultaun, which were discovered among the records
of Seringapatam. The combined evidence of those docu-

Wents, and of the Peshwa's conduct during the war,
affords unequivocal proofs of the hostility of his dis-
Position towards the British power; and justifies a con-
clusion, that, if fortune had appeared to favour the
@lemy, the Peshwa would openly have espoused his
Cause,” 1 ;

Here was the conduct most exactly, which had been
Aseribed to the Nabob of Arcot, and by which that prince
Was declared to have forfeited his throne, The Nabob of
Arcot, and the Peshwa, were hoth princes, connected, by

Teaty, in alliance with the British power. Both were ac-

Cused of violating the obligations of that treaty, by cor-
*esponding with Tippoo Sultaun. We have seen the treat-
ent bestowed upon the ane ; it remains to contrast with
1, that which was bestowed upon the other, of the two
offenderss

“ Although,” says the Governor-General, “the faithless
Conduct of the Peshwa not only deprived him of all title
to participate in the advantages of the war, bub exposed

1 to the just resentment of the allies, the Governor-

Genoral detormined to refrain from any measures of a
Vindictive nature; and to adopt the more liberal pelicy

—of conciliating the Peshwa's interests—and of providing

for the security of the allies, and for the general tranquil-

lity of India—by repesting his invitation to the Peshwa
accede to the proposal of general defensive alliance and
mutual guarantee ; which his excellency had before unsue-

Gessfully offered to the Peshwa's acceptance.” s

! Lottor ra, p. 34
B aervad, thal iy, wera ptiuatod. i talation 'k
the Dritish power, in totally dissimilar circumstances: the mere existence ofa
Tealy with each constituted no analogy: the identity or difference depended
Hpon the conditions and objects of the treaties made with them,—\W,
% Letters, ut nupra, 1bid. p. 84,
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Such was the difference of treatment intended for the

cnae.x1. Peshwa. The following was the result. “ At the cloge of

1802.

the war in 1799,” says the Governor-General, “the propo-
gitions for the conclusion of defensive and subsidiary en-
gagements with the Peshwa were renewed ; under civeum-
stances of peculiar advantage to the latter; who, by
acceding fo those propositions, would not only have beett
emancipated from the oppressive control of Sindiah, and
have been reinstated in the due exercise of his authority—
but would have been admitted to a participation in the
conguered territory of Mysore.

“But, after a vexatious and illusory discussion of the
propositions, during a period of several months, the nego~
tiation was closed, by the Peshwa's rejection of the condi=
tions of defensive alliance, under any admissible modificas
tion of them.

“The circumstances of that negotiation afford the
strongest reasons to believe, that the Peshwa never
seriously intended to enter into any engagements, on the
hasis of those propositions ; and that he had no other in-
fention, from the commencement of the negotiation, than
to avoid the consequences of an unqualified refusal 10
treat ; to deceive the public, and the Governor-General,
by the appearances of a disposition to concur in the views
of the British government for the tranquillity of India;
and to deter Sindiah from the prosecution of his ambitions
designs, by persuading that chieftain, that the Peshwa had
it in his power, and in his contemplation, to avail himse
of the protection of the British arms.”!

Nor were these the only occasions on which the Peshwi
had been importuned on the same subject. “Tho negotia-
tions,” continues the same high reporter, “which followed
the renewal of the Governor-General’s propositions in the
month of April, 1800, were conducted, on the part of the

! Lottars, nt supra, Ibid. p. 34.—M.

These were, no doubt, hE\ intentiond ; as beside his own very l“’“”"mﬂ;ﬁ:
aversion to arrangements which would have placed the Peshwa under the
control of the English, the same policy was always enforced npon him b B~
sagacity of Nana Furnavese, who, to the period of his death in 1800, Was Fo-
cldedly averse to the admission of o body of foreign troops in the mnﬂﬂ*”'}g 1o
Josed b thie Marquess Wellesley, i€ thi energios of tlie Government o
:Immu Without their ald, Nauna Farnavese respected the English, & mies
i mm“‘mf!' anid the vigour of their governimint, but as political emL
188, themy with more jeslousy and alarm. Mahr, HIS
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Studied-evasion, which characterized his conduct in every cnar. x1.
Previous discussion. His long and degrading subjection
to the power of Sindish; his repeated experience of the 1802
Perfidy and violence of that unprincipled chieftain ; the
ternal distraction which prevailed in his government ;
&nd the consciousness of his inability torelieve himself
om the pressure of his accumulated difficulties, and to
Secure the efficient exercise of his authority ; were insuf-
Uelent to subdue the emotions of his jealous fears, and to
Iduce him to rely, with confidence, on the protection of
thag state, which alone possessed the power and the will
extricate him from his embarrassments, and to place
i in g situation of comparative dignity and security.
0se negotiations were closed in the month of September,
800, when various unprecedented acts of violence and ex-
Ttion, on the part of Sindiah, had aggravated the pressure
9f the Peshwa, and virtually annihilated his authority —
Y the Peshwa's absolute rejection of the principal articles
Of the Governor-General's proposition.
“And he may be considered to have rejected those pro-
Positions again, by his refusal to become a party in the
Teaty of general defensive alliance, concluded with the
zam in October, 1800, which was tendered to his
8cceptance.” t
But the complaints of the CGlovernor-General are not
Coifined to the arts by which the Peshwa endeavoured to
' Dreserye the advantage of appearing to enjoy the friend-
i ip of the British government, and at the same time to
. 8V0id the transference and loss of his military power.
" “ While these several negotiations were depending,” says
© pregt informant, “the Peshwa was ab different times
a'mployed in carrying on intrigues at the court of Hyder-
. 8baq, {0 effect the dissolution of the alliance between the
'OIGpany and the Nizam, and to engage his Highness to
. Unite with the Mahrattas, at any future favourable oppor-
. Wity for the subversion of the British power.”?
b §
Towards the end of the yoar 1801, the Peshwa came
f‘:’1"‘«’12.1':1 with a proposal ©for subsidizing a body of British
| froops” o this, according to the Governor-General, he
| Was «jnflyenced, either by views and intentions similar to

I Letters, ut supra, Ibid. 35, 2 Inid,




HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA.CS‘
I ¥). those which regulated his conduct during the negoftiations
vomaLXl. of 1799 and 1800 ; or, if sincere in his proposal, by the
hope of obtaining the aid of the British for the re.esta-
802, plishment and security of his authority, without hazard-
ing the introduction of that degree of control and ascen
dancy, which,” says the Governor-General, “it must be
our inferest to establish in the Mahratta state, and which
it is his object to avoid.”!

“The Peshwa,” continues the Governor-General, “is
aware that the permanent establishment of a British
force, in the vicinity of Poonah, would immediately place
him, 'in some degree, in a state of dependance upon the
British power. And, therefore, he has stipulated, that the
subsidiary force shall be retained within the Company’®
dominions at all times, excopt when he shall require it#
actual services? TFor the charges of the troops, the
Peshwa proposed to assign a territory, in a part of the
Mahratta country over which he had only a nomin
authority, and “the cession of which,” says the Goyornot”
General, “would not in any degree contyibute to render
the Peshwa dependent on the support of the British
power.” ¢ Because this smangement would be extremely
advantageous to the Peshwa, without yielding corre-
spondent advantages to the British government, it was the
opinion of the Governor-General, that it ought to be re
jected. . But he was of opinion, that rather than not get®
British force subsidized, as he termed it, by the Peshwi
that i3, placed in the service, and at the expense of thi
prince, it was advisable to consent to his proposition with
regard to the station of the troops, provided he wo
make an acceptable provision in land, or even in moneYs
for their maintenance. The Governor-General reasoned
thus : “The measure of subsidizing a British foroe, ve
under the limitations which the Peshwa has annexed
that proposal, must immediately place him, in som®
degree, in a state of dependance upon the British power;
provided that measure be uncombined with any © d
arrangement, caleulated to defeat its operation, The 4%
Pendance of a state, in any degree, upon the pﬂ“’er.to.
atother, naturally tends to promote a sense of seouritys
derived from the support of a foreign power ; produc®®

! Letters, ut supra, Ihid, p. 35, 2 Ihid, * vid.




TON OF THE MAHRATTA STATES.

3 of vigilance and caution ; and the operation of ROOK VI.
Datural causes, in augmenting the deépendance of the cmar. xi
Peshwa on the British power, under the operation of the ————
Proposed engagement, would be accelerated by the effect 180
Which those engagements would produce, of detaching the

State of Poonah from the other members of the Mahratta

empire.” 1

When “the Governor-General,” these are his own words,
“notyithstanding his frequent disappointment in the ac-
complishment of his salutary views, determined, in June,

1802, to renew his negotiations for the conclusion of an
Improved system of alliance with the court of Poonah ;
the increased distraction in the Mahratta state, the rebel-
lion of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and his success against the
€ombined forces of the Peshwa and Sindiah, appeared to
constitute a crisis of affairs, favourable to the success of
the proposed negotiation at Poonah, In the course of the

iscussions which ensued, the Peshwa manifested a desive
%o contract defensive engagements with the Honourable
‘ompany, under circumstances of more apparent soli-
Citude, than had marked his conduct at any former ocea-
8lon, The Peshws, however, confinued to withheld his
Consent to any admissible modifications of the Governor-

eneral’s propositions, until Jeswont Rao Holkar, at the
hiead of a formidable army, actually arrived in the vicinity
of Poonah.”?

The crisis to which the Muhratta affairs were then ap-
Droaching, was preceded and produced by the following
Cirenmstances.

Mulhar Rao Holkar, one of the leaders in the army of
he first Peshwa, was instrumental in pushing the con-
Quests of the Mahrattas towards the north ; and, according
0 the usual poliey of the Mahratia government, received
& Portion of territory, in the province of Malwa, for the
Support of his troops. This hapgﬂﬂed about the year
1736 ; and laid the foundation of the sovereignty of the

olkar family ; for, as the power of _u‘..ha primary govern-

Ment declined, that of the principal viceroys, according to
Custom, became independent ; and, although the memory
Of the primitive connexion with the Peshwa was not obliter-

1 Letters, ut snpra, Thid. p. 87.
2 Governol-General's Narrative, Thid, p.30s,



HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA.

i,/ated, they not only acted as his equals, but frequently as

masters ; and on no occasion, except when it suited their
interest, allowed their will to be governed by his, Mulhar
Rao Holkar died in the year 1766, IHe was succeeded by
his nephew, Tukajee Holkar. This prince reigned till the
year 1797. He left four sons, Cashee Rao, Mulhar Rao,
Htojee Holkar, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar; the two former
alone by the wife or principal female in the harem. Cashee
Rao succeeded Tukajee, as the eldest son by his wife. A
dispute, howevyer, soon arose between Cashee Rao and his
brother Mulhar Rao, who elaimed an equal share in the
inheritance ; and they both repaired to Poonah, for the
purpose of settling their disputes by the intervention of
the Peshwa.! ]
Dowlut Rao Sindiah exercised at that time a despotic
authority over the Peshwa ; and regarded the occasion 85
highly favourable for adding the possessions of the Holkar
family to his own, Having made his terms with Cashee
Rao, who is said o have renounced a claim of sixty, and
paid a sum of six lacs of rupees? he surprised and slaugh-
tered Mulhar Rao, with all his ‘attendants, at Poonah, i
the month of September, 1797, The wife of Mulhar Rao,
left in a state of pregnaney, produced a son, who was nam
Khundeh Rao, Sindiah possessed himself of the person of

! Mulhar Rao, named Holkar, or, more properly, Hulkur, from the village
of Hul, where lie was born, was of the Dhoongur or Shepherd caste.
father was & small farmer, and be himself, whilst a youtli, tended the flocks of
the family ; he was afterwards enlisted in his troop by an 1mele whe com=
manded a small party of horse in the service of a Mahratta chief, Distin
guishing himeelf as 4 brave and active soldier, he was taken (nto theservice
of the Peshwa, the first Bajee Rao, was appointed to the and of five
hundred horse, and, in the course of a short time, acquired higher distinetions.
The first grant of land for his services was made in 1724, In 1738 he coul=
manded the advance of the Mahratte srmy which conquered Malwa 3 and, _"’
the following year, Indore, which Leeame the capital of his descendants, ‘“";
assigned to him for the support of his troops, To the territory round Iuﬂf);‘
Lt miade large accessions, so that, with exception of one district, all tlm:{ -
Tonged to his successors was bequeathed by Mulhar Rao, ‘The only som t ":ﬁs
dee Rao, being dead, he was succeeded by his grundsan, Mallee Hao, '-'“' tlia.
prince reigned only nine months, Upon his deccase, a distribntion orm_
Vowurs of the state of Indore took place, which, however, 8 ]m'l!“I:'J' polh'ué
rlous, cantinued undisturbed for thirty years. Alin (Ahalya) Hhye, the mu)udll
of Mallee Itao, widow of Kundee Huo, the son of Mullar Huo, boldly “z; fuinl
e affice of regent, and elected for the commander of the anny, and shi
those duties which she conld not as a femnle perform, Tukajee Haolkar, '01;] i
of tho same irile, Lut no way related to Mulhar Koo Alialya Biye died J
1705 ; Tukajoe fn 1797, Malcotn's Centra) Indin, 1. 1. 143, “Tho charscier
Abalayd ithye s thre delineated at lenath in the most favonrable colours:
Bhe wis undoubtedly a woman of singular inerit—W.

% Fifteat accordlig to Malcolm ; ten (30 canls, and five in the morignge. of
the revetinge of Amber in the Decean. Central India, L 17.~W.
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fant retained Cashee Rao in a state of dependence ; BOOK VI.
osed to govern the Holkar dominions in his cirae. x1,
Uame, The two brothers Etojee and Jeswunt Rao, had
Aftached themselves o the cause of Mulhar Rao, and were 1802
both at Poonah at the time of his murder. Etojee fled to
\olapore, where he was taken, in the commission of hos-
ifies ; sent to Poonah ; and deprived of his life." Jes-
unt Rao, made his escape to Nagpore ; and was protected
for some’ time; but the instigations of Sindiah at last
Prevailed, and the Raja placed him in confinement.
€ contrived to effect his escape, and fled to Muheswar,
90 the Nerbuddah.? Sindiah, at that time deeply engaged
i hig gochemes for securing the ascendancy of Poonah, had
U0t leisure to pursue the fugitives with vigour and expe-
dition, and probably thought his resources too contempt-
le to excite any apprehension. This remissness enabled
eSwunt Rao to avail himself of the means which so
Plentifully exist in India, of collecting an army of adven-
Yurers, by the prospect of plunder. It was nob till the
Year 1801, that Sindiah really became alarmed at the pro-
Bress of Jeswunt Rao.* He then began to collect an army
9 the Nerbuddah, and ordered the chiefs in his depend-
Mice to join him with the smallest possible delay, On the
4th of October, 1801, a general engegement took place
tween the armies of the two chieftains, in the neighbour-

h-: Maloolm ssys he had joined a body of freebooters, and being taken, was
hhmiﬂud to death by an eleplant, Grant Dufl gives a purticnlar jseconnt of
Tipy, eeution and the savage exultation of Bajee Rao athis destruction, Mahr,
8E. 114, 199.—W.

4y, Jowunt Rao, after escaping from Nagpoor, took refage at Dhar with
And lian, of the Puar tribe, to whom be rendered some important srvice,
gﬂ'm:tel]eu by the threats of Sindiah to withdraw his protection, the chisf of
hat gave him a small supply of tmoney, with which be raised a force of fonr-
teay horsemen, and & hundred and twenty ragred, half-anned fost.  With this
"0ail Bund he commienced 8 course of depredations, the siccess of which
8ded 1o bis ndherents. Being the son of & concubine, Jeswunt Hao refrained
from claiming the rights of legitimacy, and professed himself the servant of
fondes Rag, the infant son of the murdereil Mullisr Buo, a prudent regard
e I\!eIi:ugs of his fawily sud clan which contributed materiaily to his
'tmn:;u:. He next formed an alliance with Awir Khan, a Mohsmmedan
&F, who like the Mahratta became, subsequently, of great eelebrity in the
| Nu‘“‘ﬂ? warfare of Hindustan, was eventually joined by the Lruops of Knsl
M0, yeecmbled at Indore, and by the.end of 1788 was at the head of u consider-
VI8 ey hie enconmtered Sindish with betwuen 60,000 and 70,000 men.

Uetitea) 1idia.  Sec also Life of Amir Khan, by H. T, Prinsep.—W,
&b There is sone disagreement i the dates of these events between the dif-
1 TO0L anthorites. Accurding to Maleolm, Sindish marched against Holkar in
IMQ Grant says, he meyed from Poenal in November, 1800. The battle f
Q‘%re, aceording to the Istter, was fought upon the day mentioned in fhe

L Mahr, 10ist, #, 201.—W,
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":?./hood of Indore, the capital of the Holkar family.~ Holkat

(ap-%r was completely vanguished, and fled with the loss of his

——— artillery and baggage.?

1802.

In this situation of affairs, a favourable apportunity
appeared to the Governor-General to present itself, of
extending his favourite plan for engrossing the military
power of the princes in India, or (as he himself choseé
rather to name it) “the system of general defensive alli-
ance and guarantee.” Colonel Colling, who had acted fof
some time as resident at Futty Ghur, was, in the month of
December, 1801, directed to repair to the camp of Dowlub
Rao Sindiah. And in the instructions of the Governo!
General to that officer, dated the 15th of January, 1802
are the following words : “The events which have lately
oceurred in Hindostan, and the actual situation of the
affairs of Dowlut Rao Sindiah, appear to his Excellency 10
afford a more favourable opportunity than any which bas
hitherto offered, of persuading that chieftain to become #
party, in the proposed system of defensive alliance ab
reciprocal guarantee, under the provisions of the treaty
concluded with his Highness the Nizam, on the 12th of
October, 1800.” Z -

The next paragraph of this official paper is importants
as exhibiting the views of the Governor-General, with 1¢°
gard to the effect which this defensive alliance, with any 08¢
of the Mahratta powers, would have upon all the rest
According to him it would produce one of two effects:
Either it would compel them to give up their mili
power, in imitation of the state which had submitted 0
that stipulation; or, it would place them “in a dependen
and subordinate condition,”—a condition in which “
their ambitious views, and aggressive designs, would b9
controlled” “It may reasonably,’ says the (loverno™
General, “be expected, that the success of a negot.iaf:l"n’
for that purpose, with Dowlut Rao Sindiah, wiil materia®,
promote the complete accomplishment of his Excéllency B
views, by inducing the otherMahratta powers to concur int1°
pProposed arrangement, with a view to avoid the de;wﬂd’”
and subordinate condition to which they maust be redil
by their exclusion from an alliance, of which the operali?®

! For these particnlars of the dispute betwoen Si . L
v o ndish and Holker, s6¢
same volome of Parliamentary Pn:un. P 208,11, 5, i



préssive designs on their part, without affording to cmar. x1.
those powers the benefits of the general guarantee” The
doctrine of the Governor-General, therefore, was, that, in 1802
this manner, every one of the Mahratta states would be- °
Come dependent upon the English government ; those »ho
accepted the alliance, by the alliance; those who did not
8ceept it, by being deprived of it ; the same happy effect,
n two opposite cases, by the same ingenious combination
of means,
In regard to the ferms of the proposed alliance, the
ocument in question says, “The general conditions to
Which, in conformity to the proposed arrangement, it is
desirable that Sindiah should accede, are, 1st. To subsidize
& considerable British force, to be stationed within his
Ominions : 2ndly. To cede in perpetual sovereignty to the

Ompany, an extent of territory, the net produce of which
shall be adequate to the charges of that force: Srdly. To
8dmit the arbitration of the British government, in all

I5putes and differences between Sindiah and his Highness

¢ Nizam, and, eventually, between Sindiah and the other
States of Hindustan: and 4thly. To dismiss all the sub-
Jocts of France now in his services and to pledge himself
Nover to entertain in his service persons of that de-
SCription,”

It was declared to be “ extremely desivable that Sindiah
Should subsidize the same number of British troops, as are
Subsidized by his Highness the Nizam. If Sindiah, how-
S¥er, as was suspected, would not, unless in a case of
Sxtreme necessity, agree to that proposal, the Governor-

eneral was inclined to vome down in his terms. He
Would consent to such a number of troops as even that of
%Wo battalions. The obligation of submitting Sindiah's
Yelations with other states to the will of the English, it
Was not, in the opinion of the Governor-General, very

laterial o exact; for this reason, that, if the other con-
ibions were accepted, this would follow, as & necessary

Nsequence, whether agreeable to Sindiap or not, “Hig

“Leellency,” says the paper of ms_xl,ruction_s,_ “ gonsiders
digh's positive consent to the third condition, to be an
Ohject, of jnferior importance to the rest: as, without any
SPecific stipulation, the arbitration of the British govern-
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« yent will necessarily be admitted, to an exten -

tioned to the ascendaney which that government will
obtain over Sindiah, under the proposed engagements—
and to the power which it will possess of controlling his
designs. !

Though Sindiah had not only been disposed to receive,
but forward to invite the British Resident to his camp;
he would offer no specific proposition when Colonel Colling
arrived. It was the wish of the British negotiator, who
joined the camp of Sindiah on the 20th of February, 1802,
to draw from that chieftain a declaration of a desire for
British assistance ; and afferwards to present the scheme
of the Governor-(eneral as the condition on which thab
advantage might be obtained. Sindiah, however, would nof
admit that he had any other motive for desirving the pre=
sence of a British Resident, than to cement the friendship
which already subsisted between him and the British
government ; and to possess a more immediate channel
of communication: especially, “as he was guarantee t0
the treaty between the English government and the
Peshwa ;” in this expression, exhibiting, even at this
early period, his jealousy with respect to the negotiation
which was now carrying on at Poonah, for superseding the
existing treaty with the Peshwa, by a treaty upon the
Governor-General's favourite system, called “the system
of defensive alliance, and mutual guarantee”?

Afterallowing time for ascertaining the state of Sindiah’s
councils, the Resident informed the Governor-General, thab
“Sindiah was anxiously desirous to preserve the relations
of friendship at that time subsisting between him and thé
English government. At the same time,” said he,“I consider
it my indispensable duty to apprize your Excellency, thab
I am firmly persnaded he feels no inclination whatever
to improve those relations.” In other words, he was no
yet brought so low, as willingly to descend into that sitt-
ation in which a participation in the “system of defensiv®
;lliauca and mutnal guarantee” would of necessity place

im, 4

It is important, at the same time, to observe the opl® |
nion of this select servant of the Company, with reg®
to the influence which the treaty so eagerly pursued with
' Papers; ut supra, p. 79,




L HOLKAR. kit
uld have upon the interests of Sindiah ; an BOOK VI.

nence sufficient to make him court asa favour what cmar. x1,
_h° now rejected as equivalent to the renunciation of his
'ff‘dépeudenca and power. “Indeed” says the Resident, 1802
. ere the Peshwa to accept the aid of a subsidiary force
' our government, I should, in this event, entertain
frong hopes, that Sindiah, apprehensive lest the authority
Of the head of the Mahratta empire might be exerted
Yainst himself, would solicit as a favour to be admitted
’ the benefit of the treaty of general defensive alliance.”
b Resident, in this instance, declared his belief, that
16 same effect would result from this treaty with regard
) Bindiah, as the Governor-General had stated to him
| Yould be the effect of suck a treaty, with any one of the
hratta powers, upon every one of the rest.!
_As the Resident was convinced, that, in the present
‘ “roumstances, it was in vain to hope for the submission
% Sindiah to the system of the Governor-General, he
ought the dignity of the British government would
. "8t be consulted, by forbearing to present the propo-
| Ell,i,m-,
'+ Holkar repaired so quickly the disaster sustained near
In{iore, that early in 1802 he resolved to change the scene
his operations from Malwa to Poonah. Cashee Ruo,
¥ho had been allowed to repair to Kandeish, had for some
lm'ﬂ shown a disposition to aid in carrying on a joint war
i st Sindiah, for the preservation of the Holkar domi-
h?_‘““a; but as the resources both of his mind and of
'S fortune were small, so he had latterly professed his
?tel‘mmatien to adhere to a system of neutrality in the
pute between Sindiah and Jeswunt Rao. The release
O the infant Khundeh Rao had been always demanded

t 3

On this - o farther says, in the same despatel : Tt must Hkewise
l’: “Ona!dere?hgj?ﬁ' Rnﬂ.-,w mup{;ﬁi; way be to the interest of the Peshwa to
txo ke in the defensive alliance, with a view to the restoration of the due
BeSTeiBe of his authority, as head of the Mahratta empire : yet that Sindish is
(3 10 Meang in o similar predicament. On the contrary, s the Maharaja
R‘:i‘ndim, ); by the real superiority of his power, isnow enabled to intimidato

o6 R

a0 into jons suitable to his purposes, he is apparently urged, Ly
t;l;'eimeu of mﬁfir:\cérmag:, not only to dect o party in the
B bt morsover to exert his ntmost I1lﬂqunm.1n order to prevent the
l W from entering into engafements which, if carried to the extent
! :@ y

nal) 4, wonld completely render him all"nks independent of Sindiah,

o u\}'.t‘.pr;n m::r chieftain of the Mahratia state. 4

! Ibmse" the despatel of Colonel Collins, dated Ougeln, 8th of March, 1802
Mpagys,

VoL, y1, T
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K. ¥K by Jeswunt Rao, as a condition without which he wot
.xr. listen to no terms of accommodation, Representing

Cashee Rao as incapacitated by mental imbecility for the
exercise of the powers of government, he proclaimed the
infant, head of the Holkar family ; demanded, as uncle
the custody of his person, and the administration of hi8
dominions ; and gave out his design of marching 10
Poonah, for the purposs of receiving justice at the han
of the Peshwa ; that is, of putting down the authority of
Sindiah, with respect to whom the Peshwa had long beet
placed in a state of prostrate subjection.

Before the middle of the year 1802, Holkar had pre-
pared alarge, and, as compared with that of his opponents

\a well-disciplined army ; and began his march to_the
south. Sindiah, alive to the danger which threatened s
interests at Poonah, detached a large portion of his army
under one of his principal generals, Suddasheo Bhao-
This force arrived in the vicinity of Poonah, at the close
of the month of September: and afterwards effected &
junction with the troops of the Peshwa. On the 25th of
October the two armies engaged. After a warm cannonade
of about three howrs, the cavalry of Holkar made &
general charge. The cavalry of Sindiah gave way, wheo
that of H?lkar cuttin_g in upon t.he line of infantry, pub
them to flight and gained a decisive victory.:

Colonel Barry Close had been sent in the capacity of
Resident to Poonah, in the month of December of the
preceding year, with much reliance upon his approved

1 Papers, ut supra, p. 258, 343 —On the 8th of March, Colonel Collins, in £h€
eamp of Sindiah, estimated the prospects of Holkar thus: “ Since the defeat 0
Jeswunt Rao at Indore, where he lost the whole of his artillery, this chief has
merely been able to carry on a depredatory war ; and as he possesses 1o other
means of subsisting his iroops, than by plundering, it is not unlikely that they
may disperse during the rainy monscon. Yet should he even find it 1“"“:;
ticable to retain them in his service, still they are not so formidable, clthl;s
from discipline or numbers, as to create any serions grounds of alarm o L0
court.” (Ibid.p, 14.) The Governor-General, in his letter to the 5-‘-““":
Committee, 24th of December, 1802, speaking of the situation of the chlwai
previous to the battle of the 24th of October, says: *“The ﬁ“l’crh"‘f‘m
Jeswunit Rao Holkar's troops, in number and discipline, to those of the Pesiin ;3
and Dowlut Rao Sindiah, rendered the issue of any contest nearly certain.
Inid, p. 29,—D, the

The cavalry of Holkar gave way after sn unanccessful charge upon tion
Peshwa's household horse, but they were stopped, and led again into nc ta
by Holkar himself. The victory was owing to his personal efforts, and ¢
stendiness of hiy infantry, under Europesn officers.  The fullest account ¢ t
is given by Grant: that of Maleolm agrees with it in the most essential F:élf.:

'y

Holkar's own share in i Y . lii. 206, Central
LREE,_w.“ are in restoring the day., Mahr, Hist. lil. 206, Centra



ECTS OF HOLKAR'S VICTORY.

Ment, on the subject of the defensive alliance,
A few days before the arrival of Colonel Close, the
eshwa had communicated to Clolonel Palmer, his prede-
Sessor, his consent “to subsidize a permanent force of the
Company’s infantry, to the extent of six battalions, with
he corresponding artillery, as the Governor-General had
- DProposed ; and to assign territory in Hindustan, producing
Wenty-five lacs of rupees annual revenue : but that the
t1'00119 should be retained within the Company’s dominions
8 all times, except when the Peshwa should formally
Yequire their actusl services.” There was still a great
Istance between the compliance of the Peshwa, and the
Overnor-General’s demands. “I am to have my last
Erivatﬂ audience of the Peshwa,” says Colonel Palmer,
this evening : when I will make a final effort to convince
Highness of the lasting security, power, und pro-
~ "Perity,” (such was the language which the Governor-
| “neral and his agents held even to one another upon
€ir scheme for reducing to dependance the Princes of
Ndustan,) “ which he will derive from embracing your
dship’s proposals; though I apprehend, that nothing
Short of jmminent and certain destruction will inducs
M to make concessions, which militate with his deep-
Tooted Jjealousy and prejudices,” (so the aversion to a final
enunciation of all independent power was coolly deno-
o ated ;) “of which he thinks,” continues the despatch,
that he had already made extraordinary sacrifices.™
he negotiation languished for six months, because
r Governor-General, who, during a considerable part of
a?’“f time, was earnestly endeavouring to accomplish a
Wilap treaty with Dowlut Rao Sindiah, did not transmit
% the Resident his instructions upon the subject of this
Pogal, till the month of June. !
iring this interval, the new Resident had time to
E“Rkn his observations upen the character and views of
be Peshwa, of which he delivered a most unfavourable
l Tonovt, “Tvery doy's experience,” said he, *fends to
b fengthen the impression, that from the first, your Lord-
ﬁ D's amicable and liberal views, in relation to this state,

1 Papers, ut supra, p. 39, 40,

=Ty

1802,

b,

ilify, and/diligence for leading the Peshwa to & con- BOOK VI,
fortnity with the earnest wishes of the English govern- cuar. x1.
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7k have not only been discordant with the natural di
of the Peshwa; but totally adverse to that selfish and
swicked policy, which, in a certain degree, he seems to

1802.  have realized : a slight recurrence to the history of hi8

machinations is sufficient to demonstrate, that, in the

midst of personal peril, and the lowest debasement, he
viewed the admission of permanent support from your
] Lordship with aversion.”

-« With regard to the Peshwa’s government,” he says;
it seems, if possible, to become less respectable every
day. The great families of the state, with whom he is ab
yariance, prevail over him at every confest.”

When the instructions of the Governor-General arrived,
he remarked, upon the stipulation of the Peshwa respect-
ing the station of the subsidized battalions, that “if the
Péshwa should ever conclude subsidiary engagements 011
these terms, he would never apply for the aid of the stipu=
lated force, except in cases of the utmost emergency :
and his expectation probably is, thab the knowledge of
his ability to command so powerful a body of troops would
alone be sufficient to give due weight to his authority, and
to preclude any attempt which might otherwise be made
for the subyersion of it.”

On the next great point, “as the Peshwa,” he saidy
% probably derives no revenue from the territory which
he proposes to assign for the charges of the snbsidiary
force ; and his authority in it is merely nominal, his power
and resources would not in any degree be reduced by the
cession ; and the situation of the districts would be too
Jistant and distinet from those territories in which the
Peshwa’s authority is established and acknowledged, 0
excite in his mind any apprehension of being Oyerawe
or controlled by the proximity of the Company's terri=
torial power and resources. In his Excellency’s judg-
ment, therefore, the cession of the proposed territory 12
Hindustan would not in any degree contribute to 1'&!1{101‘
the Peshwa dependent on the support of the British |
power.”

The expense, also, both of taking and of retaining pos
session of these territories, surrounded as they were b3
the territories of other Mahratta chiefs, and subject 10

1 Papers, ut supra, p. 42, 46,

|
|
!
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ground of objection.

Upon the whole, he observes, “ By this arrangement, the
Peshwa would derive the benefit of our support, without

coming subject to our control.” Me, therefore, con-
cludes ; & Under all these circumstances his Excellency is
decidedly of opinion that an unqualified concurrence in
the Peshwa's propositions wonld produce more injury
than benefit to the British interests in India” At the
Same time, “From the view,” he declares, “which has
thus been taken of the disposition and conduct of the

‘eshwa towards the British power ; and from a considera-
tion of the actual condition of his'government, with re-
ference both to its internal weakness, and to the state of
1ts external relations, it is to be inferred, that in the
actual situation of affairs, no expectation can reasonably be
entertained of the Peshwa's acquiescence in any arrange-
ment founded on the basis of the Governor-General's
Original propositions.”

What was then to be done? Was the pursuit of the
subsidizing arrangement to be resigned ? The desires of
the Governor-General were too ardent for that conclusion.
He resolved, on the other hand, to accede to the wishes
Of the Peshwa, in regard to the station of the troops, pro-
Vided he would either assign a less exceptionable terri-
50‘1‘)’, or even engage to pay a competent annual sum from

treasury.!

Of the discussions on this new proposition, the detailed
Teports have not been communicated to parliament, and
hence the particulars are unknown. Though Bajee Rao
Manifested, as the Governor-General informed his honour-
able masters, a solicitude apparently more sincere than
formerly, to contract defensive engagements with the
British government, he would assent to no adissible mo-
dification of the proffered plan, till Jeswunt Rao Holkar

, Was in the vicinity of Poonah.

To whomsoever of the two antagonists the impending

. contest should yield the ascendancy, the Peshwa perfectly

foreknew that the result would be equally fatal to his
authority. On the 11th of October, he transmitted

1 See, for these facts and quotations, Governor-General’s Tnstructions to the
Restlent at Poonah, duted 3nd of June, 1802; papers, ut supra, p. 33—309,

aj/fmsnmx FLIES FROM POONAH.
i ims, was stated by the Governor-General as a BOOK VL

L

CHAFP. XI.

1802,
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rough his principal minister a set of proposals

t
./ British Resident. In these,i* was proposed to agroe, that .

the troops should be permancatly stationed witain his
dominions, and that a district should be assigned for their
maintenance in his territories bordering on the Toom”
budral We are informed by the Governor-General, that
“during the discussions which ensued on the basis of
these propositions, the evasive conduct of the Peshwd
excited considerable doubts of his sincerity, even ab that
stage of the negotiation: and that on the 24th of Oc- |
tober, when the army of Jeswunt Rao Holkar had arrived
within a few miles of Poonah, the Peshwa despatched ®
deputation to that chieftain, with distinct proposals f?"’"
an accommodation, which Jeswunt Rao Holkar rejected.

On the day of the action, the Peshwa, surrounded by @
body of troops, waited for the vesult, and then fled}
leaving in the hands of his minister, for the British Rest
dent, a preliminary engagement to subsidize six battalion
with their proportion of artillery, and to cede a countrys
either in Guzerat or the Carnatic, yielding twenty-five
lacs of rupees.

The wishes of the Governor-(eneral were accomp}isheds
beyond his expectation., And he ratified the engagemen"
on the day on which it was received?

Two grand objects now solicited the attention of the
British government. The first was the restoration of the
Peshwa ; and his elevation to that height of power, whic
nominally his, actually that of the British governments
might suffico to control the vest of the Mahratta states:
The next was, to improve this event for imposing @
similar treaty upon others of the more powerful Mahratts l
princes ; or, ab any rate, to prevent, by all possible means
their alarm from giving birth to an immediate war, whicl l
(especially in the existing state of the finances) migh
expose the present arrangement to both unpopularity 88 &
trouble.

The following oceurrences were meanwhile taking place:

1 Papers, ut supra, p. 63. affirms
2 Thid, .3'1‘—31. ‘I‘phe propossls were no dpubt insincere, for Grant ThY
that the Peshwa entertained no doubt of Holkur's being defeated. ¥
PUrport of the only mission noticed by the anthor of the Muhratts HIsto,
w? A comvmand to Holkar to retire, iii. 206.—W.
1bid. p, 30, 64,
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eshwa, having repaired in the first instance to a BOOK VI

fortress, not far distant from Poonah, afterwards pursued cnae. xt

?J-is flight to the fortress of Mhar, on the river Bancoote,
1 the Conean, a maritime country on the western side of
the Ghauts, Holkar, whose object it probably was to ob~
W possession of the person of the Peshwa, and to make
16 same use of his authority which had been made by
Sindiah, attempted, but not with sufficient rapidity, to in-
tercept his flight.
Disappointed in this prospect, Holkar turned his views
Amrut Rao, the adopted son of the Peshwa's father, the
late Ragoba ; and detaching a body of troops to the place
of his residence, brought him to Poonah. The Peshwa’s
flight from his capital was treated as an abdication, or
akin to an abdication, of the government; and affairs
Were administered in the name of Amrut Rao.!
. To the British Resident, who remained at Poonah, when
1t fell into the hands of Holkar, that chieftain, as well as
Amruat Rao, diligently represented their views as friendly
toward the British state, or even submissive; and they
fmployed their earnest endeavours to prevail upon him to
*eain at Poonah. As this, however, might appear to
afford the sanction of his government to the new au-
thority, he thought it his duty to withdraw, and having,
ot withont difficulty, obtained that permission, departed
o0 the 28th of November,
’ “At the conferences,” says the Governor-General,
holden, by the Resident, with Amrut Rao and Jeswunt
Holkar, on the eve of the Resident's departure from
pﬁomh, both those chieftains expressed the solicitude for
the preservation of the friendship of the British govern-
ment ; and directly and earnestly appealed to the Resident
or his advice in the present situation of affairs. Jeswunt
0 Holkar expressly intimated a wish for the mediation
Of the Resident, for the express purpose of effecting an
fcocommodation with the Peshwa.” *
The Peshwa seemed unable to believe himself in safety,
In any place accessible to Jeswunt Rao Holkar; and

! Not as Pashwa but as Regent for his son Vinayak Rao, who was placed
by Holkar on the musuud, The Government was, however, conducted by
Amrut o, Bahr. Hist. lii. 223. W,

* Papers, ut supra, iii. p. 42, 253,

1802,
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QEV1. requested that a British ship might be sent to Bancoote, 10
HAP. X1 convey him, when he should account it necessary, to Bom=
~———— bay. This determination the Resident at Poonah thought

1802. it would not be advisable fo encourage. But, “under the

determination,” says the Governor-General, “which I had
adopted, of employing every effort for the restoration of
the Peshwas authority, and in the actual situation of the
Peshwa’s affairs, it appeared to me, to be extremely de-
sirable, that the Peshwa should immediately place hiraself ¢
under the protection of the British power, by retiring t©
Bombay."?

The Resident from Poonah arrived at Bombay on the
3rd of December. The Peshwa, notwithstanding the per -
mission to place himself under the protection of the
British government at Bombay, had yet remained in the
Concan, with a declared desire, however, of repairing 0
his own city of Bassein, where he would enjoy the protec
tion of a British force. His minister arrived at Bombay
on the 8th of December. At a conference, the next days
with Colonel Close, he expressed the earnest desive of his
master to conclude the proposed engagements with the
British government ; to the end that, all its demands
‘being complied with, and all obstacles removed, he might
as speedily as possible be restored to his authority by the
British troops. On the 16th, the Peshwa arrived at Bas-
sein ; and was presented with a draught of the prop
treaty. The 18th was appointed for the day on which the
arrangement should be completed. After a long discus
sion, the whole of the draught was accepted, with som®
alterations in one or two of the articles. And the treatys
-called, from the place of transaction, the treaty of Bas-
sein, was signed on the 3lst.

The great and leading articles were those to which the

1 Papers, ut supra, p. 31,32, I considered,” he further says, * that this m;?:ﬂ
sure wonld preclude all hezard of precipitating hostilities with Jeswunt B
Holkar, by any advance of tife British troops, for the protection of the | eeb\:‘ialll
B rentt Hon, Falkes ok tho restorstion of tha. Peshipa o i musmdd
Poonah, under every circumstance of advantage. This event woul !

enable us to combine with our other measures, under great advantage: =
proposed negotiation with Sindiah, for the conclusion of defensive arrad 1
ments. It was obvious, also, that the Peshwa's arrival at Bombay "‘”-‘:he
afford the most favonyable opportunity for the adjustment of the terms of i,
defensive alliance with the Peshwa, on the basis of my original prﬂ]‘il’ﬁb"j:“u
with the addition of\such stipulations as might appear to be expediett
reference to the sctdal'crisis of affairs.”
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WyAY TREATY PRESSED UPON SINDIAH.
i engaged himself, by a paper left behind him, when BOOK VI.
he fled from Poonah ; the permanent establishment within cuae. xt.
his dominions of the force hired from the Company ; and

€ assignment of a portion of territory, convenient for 1802
the English, as the equivalent in exchange. Of the re-
Maining articles, the most important was that by which
the Peshwa bound himself never to make war upon any
state, but to submit all his differences with other powers
tU_ the English ; and, in short, not to hold any intercourse
With other states, except in concert with the English
Bovernment.

A local affair of ¢onsiderable importance was cornmo-
diously regulated through this treaty. The pecuniary
claims of the Peshwa upon Surat, and the territory lately
ceded by the Gaeckwar in Guzerat, were commuted for a
territory yielding a revenue of the same annual amount,

In ong respect, this Mahratta ally was left in a situation

fferent, from the situation of those other allies, the Na-
bobs of Oude and the Carnatic, In their case the English
ilers insisted upon @ power of ordering, agreeably to
their wisdom, the internal administration of the country ;
T, rabher, of taking it wholly into their hands ; alleging,
a3 cause, the bad government of those rulers, which it was
either gonsistent with the interest, nor the humanity,
nor the honour of the English zovernment, to render itself
the means of preserving in existence. With regard to the
e of these powers, the design was partially, with regard
to the other, it was completely, executed. With the
PeﬂhWa, for the present, the same demand for good go-
Yernment produced not the same effects, In the 17th
article of the treaty, “The Honourable Company's Go-
Vérnment,” it is said, “hereby declare, that they have no
Ianner of concern with any of his Highnesss children
Telations, subjects, or servants ; with respect to whom his
Highness is absolute,” Nay more, “the subsidiary force
18 to be at all times ready for such services as the due
correction of his Highness's subjects and dependants, and

the overawing and chastising of rebels, or exciters of dis-

\ turbance” In other words, to what degree soever of
misury the vices of the Peshwa's government may reduce
his subjects, the English have “no manner of concern ” with
hat: but, if these unhappy subjects make any effort to
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w.\. r lieve themselves, the English troops shall be employed

CHAF. XL in exterminating them. When combinations of rulers

1802,

take place, and the control of subjects is sufficiently re-
moved, the treatment which is carved out for subjects 8
pretty much the same, whether the soil be Asiatic or Eu- |
ropean ; the subjects, Mahrattas or French.!

The turn which the councils of Sindiah might take, or
might receive, in consequence of the present transactions
with the Peshwa, was the object which next solicited, and
that in a high degree, the attention of the British govern-
ment. By a letter dated the 16th of November, 1802, the
Resident at Poonah is apprized, “that it is the Governor-
General's intention to avail himself immediately of the
state of affairs at Poonah, and of the defeat of Sindiah's
troops by Holkar, to renew overtures to Sindiah, for the
purpose of inducing that chieftain to enter into the terms
of the general defensive alliance” And along with the
notification of the engagements concluded with the
Peshwa, Sindiah received an invitation to co-operate with
the British government in the restoration of that chief to
his throne, and also proposals for a treaty to be concluded
with himself, on terms similar to those which had heen
accepted by the Peshwa.?

In another letter, on the 22nd of the same month, the
Governor-Gieneral still further unfolded his policy. “In
fulfilling the obligation now imposed on us, of reinstating
the Peshwa in his government and restoring his authoritys
his Excellency is anxious ; first, to avoid all contest with
Sindinh or Holkar ; and secondly, to vefvain from checking
the progress of the present warfare between these chief~
tains” As the immediate march of the British troops
for the restoration of the Peshwa would be likely to begit
a war between Holkar and the Company, and to ter-
minate that between him and Sindiah; as the inter-
mediate period, at the same time, “presented the most
favourable crisis for the accomplishment of his Excel-
lency’s views of defensive alliance with Sindiah ;” and, 88
“g delay in the advance of thie troops might afford the

1 This is an unfalr view of the stipniation, which was not designed for ﬂ:]ef

people, but their chiefs, wiose turbulence and power, as in the cass

Sindia gnd Holkar, dowanded thot the Peshiwa should be protected sgainst
. W,

2 Papers, ut supra, p.6d, 67.
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alliance with the Peshwa, by obtaining his consent to cmap. x1.

those conditions which he theretofore rejected,” the Resi-
dént was informed that there was no oceasion to be in a
hurry, in commencing operations for the reinstatement of
the Peshwa,!

Though the Governor-General expressed his conviction,
that “nothing but necessity would induce Sindiah to co-
Operate in the success of the present arrangement;” he
Yet entertained the hope, that he would perceive his
nability to prevent that success ; and, as the engagement
With the Peshwa would place him under the power of the
English, whether he consented to the plan of hired troops,
or did not consent to it, that he would account de-
pendance, with the benefit of their alliance, less objec-
tionable than dependance, without it.* The home autho-
rities, accordingly, who are always presented with the fair
face of things, were told by his Excellency, under date the
24th of December, 1802, “I entertain a confident expecta-
tion of the complete accomplishment of all our views, and
of the restoration of tranquillity within the Mahratta
dominions, by the means of amicable negotiation. It
appears probable that Sindiah will cordially co-operafe
with the British government, in the restoration of the
Peshwa’s authority ; and will consent, in the actual state
of his own affairs, to become a party in the proposed sys-
tem of defensive arrangements.”?

Yet the Resident at Poonah is told, in a letter dated the
30th of the same month : “ Notwithstanding the Peshwa's
recent recognition of his engagements with you, his Excel-
lency the Governor-General is induced to approhend, from
the general tenor of the information contained in your
despatches, and from the character and disposition of the
Peshwa, that his Highness is more disposed to rely on the
exertions of Sindiah, than on those of the British govern-
ment, for his restoration to the musnud of Poonah.”
Under such views, “ his Highness,” he added, “may possi-
bly evade the conclusion of a definitive treaty, on the
basis of the preliminary engagement. This result will be
rendered still more probable by an accommodation between
Bindiah and Holkar., Theintelligenoe containedinadespateh

1 Papers, ut supra, p. 04, 65, 2 Thid, p. 67, 3 Ihid, p. 33,
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ovent. And it is apparent, that the principal inducement,
both of Sindiah and Holkar, to enter into such accommo-
dation, is the apprehension which they entertain of the in-
terference of the British power, for the restoration and
establishment of the Peshwa's authority. It may be ex-
pected, therefore, that an accommodation between these
chieftains will be accompanied by proposals to the Peshwa,
under the mediation and guarantee of Sindiah, of o nature
which his Highness may be disposed to accept, rather than
be indebted for the restoration of his authority to the in-
terposition of the British government.” ! It was the 10th
of February, 1803, before the Governor-General disclosed
to the home authorities his opinion that, “the know-
ledge,” as he expresses it, “of our arrangement with the
Peshwa, may induce Dowlut Rao Sindiah, and Holkar, to
compromise their differences ; and to offer to the Peshwa
proposals for restoring his Highness to the musnud of
Poonah, which his Highness may be disposed to ac-
cept, notwithstanding the actual conclusion of engage-
ments for that purpose with the British government.”?

With regard to the policy which the state of things
created by this conduct would suggest, he says: “In such
an event, it is not my intention to attempt to compel the
Peshwa to adhere {o the faith of his engagements, at the
hazard of involving the Company in a war with the com-
bined Mahratta states.”?

This is an admission, that the probable evil of a Wwar
with the combined Mahratta states was more than &
counterbalance for the probable good to be derived from
placing them all in dependence; the effect, which the
freaty with the Peshwa, he said, would produce, whether
they entered, or refused to enter, into the scheme for hir-
ing the British troops.

Notwithstanding this opinion of the preponderant evil of
a war with the combined Mahratta states, the Governor=
General declares, that, if the Peshwa adhered to his engage-
ments, and had the concurrence of his principal subjects
he should not allow the charice of any other opposition 10
deter him. Yet from that preponderant evil, the power of

! Papers, ut supra, p. 76. 2 Ibid, p. 68, 3 1hid,
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Power of the Peshwa, the Governor-Gieneral was amply in-
formed,: 1802,
To one view, taken by the Marquis Wellesley, of the
Question of restoring the Mahratta sovereign, philosophy
Will not withhold unqualified praise. “The stipulations
of treaty” (says he, in his instructions, dated 2nd of Fe-
bruary, to 1803, the Governor of FortSt. George), “on which
founded my intention to facilitate the restoration of the
eshwa's authority, originated in a supposition that the
Majority of the Mahratta jaghiredars and the body of the
eshwa's subjects, entertain a desire of co operating in
that measure. Justice and wisdom would forbid any
atternpt to impose upon the Malirattes a ruler, whose
Testoration to authority wasadverse to every class of his
Subjects, The recent engagements with the Peshwa in-
volve no obligation of such an extent. Whatever might
be the success of our arms, the ultimate ohjects of these
engagerents could not be attained, by a course of policy
50 violent and extreme. If, therefore, it should appear,
that a decided opposition to the restoration of the Peshwa
15 to be expected, from the majority of the Mahratta
Jaghiredars, and from the body of the Peshwa's subjects, I
Shall instantly relinquish every attempt to restore the
eshwa to the musnud of Poonah,” *

' Tt made o very material difference, however, whether the Peshwudesired
10 depart frinm the conditions of the treaty, or whether he desired to observe
then. The Governor-General would not compe! hiin to ndbere to the faleh of
Lngagement, but if he did so volnntarily, it was, of course, incambent upon
the Exylish faithfully to falfil the promisesof support which they had mude to
im, It was not a question of the degree in which the Peshwa's co-operation
might or might not diminish the chances of insuccesaful war, bul whether the
ritish character for faithful obsetvance ol thelr political engagements should
forfeited or preserved, No risk of war could be put in balance with national
TeDutation. 1t is true, that the Peshwa had scarcely signed the treaty of
sein, when, with that duplicity which terized his wholg reign, and
eventually hurled him from his throne, be bewan intrigaiue with Sindiah and
the Ruja of Berar, to instigate them to hostilities against the English, with the
Professed, but, possibly, insincere hope, that they wm‘lm release him from the
pendence to which Ire had precipitately subjected himself. Thisx negotiation
Was kupt secret from his new allies ; and any show of réluctance on thelr part
reconduct hin to Poonah, wouid, no doubt, have betn met by the mosg
Yehement remonstrance, and eariesi protestations of fidelity and attachment,
They had no present reason, therefore, to suppose that they were forcing upon
the Peshwa an uuscceptable alliance, and as long as he manifested the will o
keep his engagements, they were bouud in honour and i policy to hazard
war, if war was the consequence of the treaty which they had formed.—W,
2 Papers, ut supra, p. 78,




