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BOOK VI. This virtuous example, till such a time as the nHyontJ1 
(ruA-priti. of the people in every, civilized country have become suffi-
---------  ciently enlightened to see the depravity of the case in its

1S02. own easeuce, -will help to stamp with infamy the most 
flagitious perhaps of all the crimes which can be com­
mitted against human nature, the imposing upon a nation, 
by force of foreign armies, and for the pleasure or interest 
of foreign rulers, a government, composed of men, and in­
volving principles, which the people for whom it is destined ( 
have either rejected from experience of their badness, or 
repel from their experience or expectation of better. 
Even where the disparity of civilization and knowledge 
were very great; and where it was beyond dispute, that a 
civilized country was about to bestow upon a barbarous 
one the greatest of all possible benefits, a good and benefi­
cent government; even here, it would require the strong­
est circumstances to justify the employment of violence or 
force. But, where nations, upon a level only with another 
in point of civilization, or perhaps below it, proceed with 
bayonets to force upon it a government confessedly bad, 
and prodigiously below the knowledge and civilization of 
the age, under the pretence of fears that such a nation 
will choose a worse government for itself, these nations, or 
their rulers, if the people have no voice in the matter, are 
guided by views of benefit to themselves, and despise the 
shame of trampling upon the first principles of humanity 
and justice.

In paying the homage which he counted due to the 
will of a nation of Mahrattas, the Marquis Wellesley was 
not making a sacrifice of interests which he hold in low 
esteem. In his address to the home authorities, dated the 
24th of December, 1802, he declared his conviction, that 
“ those defensive engagements which he was desirous of 
“ concluding with the Mahratta states, were essential to 
the complete consolidation of the British empire in India, 
and to the future tranquillity of Hindustan.” 1 Yet the 
complete consolidation of the British empire in India, and 
the future tranquillity of Hindustan, which could never 
exist till a sufficient bridle was put in the mouth of the 
Mahratta power, he thought it his duty to sacrifice, or to 
leave to the care of unforeseen events, rather than violate 

1 Papers, u t supra, p. 33.
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of will, in this important concern, of the BOOS VI. 
pebple of one of the Mahratta states. c h a p . x i .

T\ hen the Governor-General resolved on restoring the ---------
I esh-iva, upon the supposition that he and his subjects 1803.
ATie consenting to the plan, a very low estimate of the 
opposition to be expected from other quarters was pre­
sented by the Governor-General to bis superiors, in his 
language of the 10th of February, 1S03. “No reason,” 
said he, “exists, to justify an apprehension, that in the 
event supposed, Sindiah would proceed to such an extremity, 
as to make opposition, either singly, or united with Holkar.
A or is any such desperate course of proceeding to be ap­
prehended from the Raja of Berar. Uucoiubined with the 
Power of Sindiah, Holkar will not probably venture to resist 
the Peshwa. Holkar also has anxiously solicited the ar­
bitration of the British government with respect to his 
claims. He has transmitted distinct propositions with 
that view to Lieutenant-Colonel Close.” 1 

The substance of the propositions was that the Peshwa 
should give to him a crore of rupees for the paymeut of 
his troops ; that he should also give to him a fortress, as 
ho had given Ahmednuggur to Sindiah; that he should 
effect the release of Kundee Rao, and grant him investi­
ture, as the heir and representative of the Holkar family.
Loth the Governor-General and the Peshwa held these de­
mands inadmissible. So far from yielding money to 
Holkar, the Peshwa thought ho ought much rather to get 
money from him, on account of the depredations com­
mitted on his dominions. Tho gift of a fortress to one 
person was no reason, he said, why he should be called 
upon to give one to another; and as to the proposition for 
disinheriting Cashee Rao, it was forbidden by justice, aud 
by tho investiture which had been bestowed upon him 
during the life of his father ; at the same time there was 
au expedient for reconciling the interests of both, as 
Cashee Rao had no children, and might secure the succes­
sion of Ivuudee Rao by adoption. The Governor-General 
held, that the rights of Cashee Rao, founded on descent, 
should on no account be allowed to be disputed. But ho 
w&a of opinion, that tho Peshwa ought willingly to grant a 
considerable sum of money, to obtain the departure of

i Papers, a t snpra, p. 69.
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BOOK VI. Holkar ; and was even ready to guarantee a loan ralSeiTfcf I 

c h Ap . S'i. that purpose ; and, if the grant of a fort and jaghire would
---------- suffice to a v e r t  a rupture, it would not, he conceived, he

1802. good policy to withhold it.1
“ On the receipt of these instructions,” says the Governor- 

General, “ Colonel Closo endeavoured to persuade his 
Highness the Peshwa to offer to Holkar such concessions 
as might induce Holkar to compromise the subsisting dif­
ferences, and to admit his Highness’s peaceable return to 
his capital. His Highness, however, manifested an in­
superable aversion to offer any concession to Holkar, whom 
he considered to be a rebel against the legitimate authority 
of the sovereign power of the Mahratta empire.” I t then 
remained for Colonel Close to communicate by letter to 
Holkar, the sentiments of the Governor-General on the 
subject of his demands; the assurance, that the British 
government would use its influence to adjust his claims 
upon Siudiah ; an offer to guarantee any adjustment which 
he might accomplish with the Peshwa; and lastly, the 
expression of a hope that he would not oppose the execu­
tion of the recent engagements between the British and 
Poonah states.1

The expectations of the Governor-General that he might 
be able, through the operation of the new treaty with tho 
Peshwa, to intimidate Sindiah into an acceptance of the 
chains which he had forged for him, he did not easily 
relinquish. That chieftain, after such operations as he 
had in his power for the increase and equipment of his 
army, pr oceeded towards the south ; crossed the Nerbud- 
dah on the 4th of February ; and on the 23rd arrived in 
the vicinity of Boorhanpore. Colonel Collins, who had 
left the camp of Sindiah early in the preceding May, but 
had received in the month of December commands to 
return for the purpose of proposing to him a treaty, on 
similar terms with that of Bassein, arrived at his camp on 
the 27th of February. “ The advices," says the Governor- 
General in his address to tho home authorities of the lbth 
of April, 1802, “ which I received from that officer, and 
from other quarters, induced me to entertain suspicions 
that Dowlut Rao Siudiah meditated an accommodationwith 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar ; and confederacy with that chieftain,
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1 Papers, u t supra, p. 414, 415, 82, 83. 3 Ibid, p.86, 87.
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V Baja of Berar, for the purpose of frustrating BCteJ
spcejeSs of the arrangements concluded between the c h a p . x i .

UrTtisn government and the Peshwa: without, however ---------
intending to proceed to the desperate extremity of pro- I n ­
voking a contest with the British arras.

“ This suspicion,” he adds, “ was corroborated, by the 
artifices practised at the camp of Sindiah, upon the ar­
rival of Colonel Collins, with a view of eluding the com­
munication of the propositions with which Colonel Collins 
was charged, under ray authority. And the appearance 
uf Sindia’s intentions became still more unsatisfactory,
Irom the evasive, and indirect, or vexatious replies, which 
Colonel Collins received to my propositions, after he had, 
at  length, obtained access to Dowlut Bao Sindia.”

At an interview, which the Resident at last obtained 
with Sindia, on the 24th of March, that chief informed 
him that a messenger was on his way to his camp from 
the Peshwa, for the purpose of explaining to him the 
nature and extent of the engagements recently concluded 
between the Peshwa and the British government, and 
that till the communications of this agent were received, 
he could not give a decided answer to the proposition 
about concluding with the English a treaty similar to that 
°f Bassein. He gave, at the same time, the strongest 
assurance, that he had no intention to obstruct the execu­
tion of the agreement between the Peshwa and the British 
government; on the other hand, that he desired to im­
prove the friendship at present happily existing between 
that government and the Peshwa, as well as himself.

in this declaration, the Governor-General professed his 
belief that Sindia was perfectly sincere. “ Nor is that 
sincerity,” said he, “ inconsistent with a desiro to delay 
bis assent to the treaty of Bassein, and to the propositions 
immediately afiloting his separate interests, until he shall 
have received a direct communication from the Peshwa;
°f incompatible with the project for a confederacy be­
tween Sindia, Holkar, and the Baja of Berar, for purposes 
° f  a defensive n a t u r e -  which I  consider to b e  the extreme 
object of Sindia, in negotiating such a confederacy, with­
out any views whatever of hostility towards the British 
power.”

Berar was the next, in power and consequence, among 
Vol. vi. U
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\  'i.BQOj&^YI/the Mahratta states. “  The intelligence w h ic lti nave 
received from the court of the Raja of Berar,” says the

---------  Governor-General, “ indicates that chieftain’s dissatisfac-
1 8 0 3 . tjon (.j^g conclusion of defensive engagements between 

the British government and his Highness the Peshwa.—• 
Whatever may be the aversion of the Raja of Berar to 
the interposition of the British government, in the affairs 
of the Mahratta empire, any attempt, on the part of that 
chieftain, to obstruct the execution of the treaty of 
Bassein, would be inconsistent with the systematic cau­
tion of his character ; and imprudent, in the actual state 
of his military power, and in the exposed situation of his 
territories.” 1

At so late a date, therefore, as the 19th of April, 1803, 
the home authorities were assured by their Indian sub­
stitute, that no prospect of a war, the offspring and con­
sequence of the treaty of Bassein, presented itself in any 
quarter.2 The same language was employed even so late 
as the 20th of June. “ Every circumstance,” he assured 
them, “ connected with the restoration of the Peshwa, 
justifies a confident expectation of the complete and 
pacific accomplishment of the beneficial objects of the 
late alliance.—Although the information,” he added, “con­
tained in Lieutenant-Colonel Close’s address to your 
Honourable Committee, and the tenor of latest advices 
from the Courts of Dowlut Rao Sindia, and the Raja of 
Berar, tend to countenance tho rumours of a projected 
confederacy between these chieftains and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, the existence of any such confederacy is still “ 
subject of considerable doubt.—If any such combination 
has been formed, its object is probably restricted to pur­
poses of a defensive nature, without involving any views 
of hostility towards.the British power.—The local situa­
tion, and comparative power and resources, of Sindia and 
Ragojee Bhonsla, preclude the apprehension of any attempt •

• For the despatch from which these quotations and facts are extracted, see 
papers, u t supra, p. 85—91.

j  i t  cannot be justly affirmed that they were assured there was no prospect 
of a war. The especial purport of the despatch of the 19th of April, was to 
report upon the suspicions conduct of the Mahratta chiefs : that it might not 
cud in war was argued upon obvious considerations ot what their interests 
were; but it is no where positively affirmed tha t there would not be war, 
and its possibility is implied by the whole tenor of the le tte r . Despatches# 
iti. 78.—W.
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(  8  )  }] MILITARY m o v e m e n t s . ( f i l l
NKjjSes^jjmefs to subvert the Peshwa’s government, or BoOK*lr 

the tteaty of Bassein, at the desperate hazard of a war c h a p . xt.
with the British power. The situation of Holkar’s power ---------
is entirely precarious and accidental. The instability of ls<l3- 
the resources of that adventurer reduces the continuance 
of his power to the utmost degree of uncertainty ; and 
absolutely deprives him of the means of opposing any 
systematic or formidable resistance to the operation of 
an alliance -with the Poonah state.'—My instructions to 
Colonel Collins, of the 5th of May, and to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Close, of the 7th Ma}’, together with my letter of 
the loth May to the Baja of Berar, have probably already 
produced an arrangement of a pacific nature with all the 
chiefs of the Mahratta empire, whoso formal accession 
to the treaty of Bassein has not yet been signified 
to me.” 1 * 3

The Peshwa received not the treaty, ratified by the 
Governor-General in Council, earlier than the 18th of 
March, 1803. The Governor-General informs the Court of 
Directors, that “ he received it with demonstrations of 
tho highest satisfaction.” ■

As early, however, as the month of November preceding, 
the Governor of Fort St. George, under intimations from 
both the Governor-General and the Resident at Poonah,
Was induced to assemble a considerable army at Hurryhur,
°n the Mysore frontier; which, under tho character of 
an army of observation, might be ready to be employed 
^  events should determine. The Governor of Bombay

1 Papers, u t snpra. p. 98, 99.—M. Despatches, iii. I t is very evi­
dent, from the tenor of the letter of the 20th of June, that the tiovernor- 
Generul was now too sanguine in his anticipations of continued tranquil 
relations with Sindiah and the liaja of Berar. Ho gave them credit for a 
more accurate estimate of their own force, and that of the English, than they 
were capable of forming; and he was not aware of the encouiugemeut to in­
terfere widt h they rt celved from the Peshwa. At the same Ume it is equally 
evident that he considered tlie result as uncertain, and the home authorities
must have -en clearly the prcbnoilUy of hostilities. Ii cannot K  al i i ...... ns
it is the object of the text, to insinuate, that they were imposed upon bj. partial 
misrepresentation. The possible occurrence of the events which took place, 
however improbable it muy have been thought, is decidedly expre-sed ui th s 
Paragraph of the letter of the 20th of June: “ The judicious airangements 
which SIuior-Gcnoral W ellesley haa effected for the disposition of the troops 
Under Ills' command is calculated to meet every emergency of album, even 
Under the improbable supposition that .Sindiah, the Raja of Berar, ami Jeswunt 
ltao llolkar, have rcslly entertalned designs of a hostile nature agaiust the 
British Government or the allies.”—W.

3 fiovemor-denortl’B Narrative of the late Transactions in the Maluatta 
Empire. Ibid. p. 309.
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^RoSS^rv-i-eceivecl, in like manner, instructions to hold in reltavness* 
WdlAfCWf for immediate service the disposable force of that Presi-

----- —  dency. And a considerable detachment of the subsidiary
force at Hyderabad was, through the Resident, directed to 
be placed in a similar state of preparation.1

At the end of February, the wholo of the subsidiary or 
hired force in the service of the Nizam, under the com­
mand of Colonel Stevenson, together with 6000 infantry, 
and 9000 of that Prince’s native cavalry, marched from 
the capital towards the western frontier of the Hyderabad 
dominions, and reached Paraindah, distant 116 miles from 
Poonah, on the 25th of March.

From the army assembled at Hurryhur, under the im­
mediate command of General Stuart, the General-iu-Chief 
of the forces under the Presidency of Madras, a detach­
ment, consisting of one regiment of European, and three 
of native cavalry, two regiments of European, and six 
battalions of native infantry, with a due proportion of 
artillery, amounting, in the whole, to 1709 cavalry and 
7890 infantry, exclusive of 2500 horse belonging to the 
Raja of Mysore, began to advance towards Poonah, on the 
8th of March. For the command of this detachment; a 
service, requiring, as he affirmed, considerable skill, both 
military and diplomatic ; the Governor of Fort St. George 
recommended the brother of the Governor-General, Major- 
General the Honourable Arthur Wellesley, as a man who, 
not only possessed, in a high degree, the other requisite 
gifts, hut who, by his command at Seringapatam, had 
been accustomed to transactions with the jaghiredars of 
the Poonah state, and successful in gaining their con­
fidence and respect. A man so related, and so recom­
mended, was not likely to see the merits of any competitor 
set in preference to his own.1

On the 12th of April, the force under General Wellesley 
crossed the Toombudra. On the 15th, tho distance was 
not great between him and Colonel Stevenson, who arrived

1 Narrative, ut supra. Ibid. p. 307.—M.
These arrancements were subservient to the restoration of tho Peshwa ui 

case of opposition. Apprehended chiefly from Holkor.—W.
- The spirit < f ti.' remark cannot lie mistaken ; but it is not the less trttC 

that ( rcn rn .i Wellesley was eminently tilted for the duty by his popularity 
with the Miihratca Jagiidars of the South, and his knowledge of the country 
and the people. See his Memorandum upon Operations in the Muhratta ter­
ritory. Despatches, i. I l l ; also, Correspondence, 91, 92, 94, etc.—W.
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wtCflehJoss. Jeswunt Rao Holkar, who had some time BOOK VI. 
quitted Poonah, arrived at Chandore, 300 miles from c h a p . :<i .
Poonah, on the same day on which Colonel Stevenson ---------
arrived at Aklooss ; and nothing remained to oppose the JS03. 
British army. It was unnecessary, therefore, to carry the 
whole of the troops to Poonah, where the country was 
too recently and severely ravaged, to yield any supplies.
Colonel Stevenson was directed to place the troops of the 
Nizam at Gardoon, within the Nizam’s frontier, and to 
take post with the subsidiary troops, augmented by the 
King’s Scotch Brigade, further up the Beema, near’ its 
junction with the Mota Mola.

Amrut Rao was left at Poonah, with a guard of about 
1600 men, alone, and helpless, when Holkar marched. It 
was, nevertheless, reported, that this defenceless individual, 
who from first to last is represented, by the English them­
selves, as utterly averse to the part which he was con­
strained by Holkar to act, had it in contemplation to burn 
the city of Poonah ; that is, to render his peace imprac­
ticable with the people into whose bauds he saw that he 
must inevitably fall. Intimation of this report, and, it 
would seem, of some belief in the danger which it an­
nounced, was transmitted (repeatedly we are told) by 
Colonel Close to General Wellesley. The Peshwa, by whom 
it is not wonderful that it was believed, transmitted an 
urgent request that General Wellesley would detach some 
ot the Poonah officers with their troops to provide for the 
safety of his family. Counting the Poonah officers, with 
their troops, a security ill-proportioned to the danger,
General Wellesley resolved to attempt an unexpected 
arrival Intelligence was received on the 19th, that Amrut 
Kao was still at Poonah on the 18th, and had removed 
the family of the Peshwa to Servagur; which was con­
cluded to* be a step preparatory to the burning of the 
town. General Wellesley, therefore, taking with him only 
the cavalry, and making a night march through a difficult 
pass, and a rugged country, arrived at Poonah on the 20th, 
having accomplished, from the evening of the 19th, a 
march of forty, and from the morning of that day, that 
is, in a period" of about thirty-two hours, a, march of sixty 
miles.1 Amrut Rao heard of the march of the British

1 Despatches of the Duke of Wellington, i. 142.—W.
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;jX*pi»valry on the morning of the 20th, and quitted Poonali, 
chap. Xl but without any act implying that he had ever entertained 
---------- a thought of setting fire to the place.

1803. in conducting the Peshwa to Poonah, it only now re­
mained to provide a sufficient quantity of pomp. The 
description shall be given in the words of the Governor- 
General himself. “ During these transactions, arrange­
ments were made by the Governor of Bombay, and by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Close, for the march of the Peshwa 
towards Poonah. A detachment, consisting of his Majes­
ty’s 78th regiment (which left Bengal on the 7th of 
February, and arrived at Bombay on the 5th of April, 
1803), five companies of his Majesty’s 84th regiment, a 
proportion of artillery, and 1035 sepoys—in all 2205 men, 
was formed, and placed under the command of Colonel 
Murray, of his Majesty’s S4th regiment, as an escort to 
his Highness, who left Bassein, attended by Colonel Close, 
on the 27th of April.

“ On the 7th of May, the Peshwa passed General Wel­
lesley’s camp, at Panowallah, near Poonah. On the 13th, 
his Highness, attended by his brother Chimnajeo Appa, 
and by a numerous train of the principal chiefs of the 
Mahratta empire, proceeded towards the city of Poonah ; 
and, having entered his palace, resumed his seat upon 
the musnud, and received presents from his principal 
servants.

“ During the procession, the British Resident, accompa­
nied by his suite, paid his compliments to his Highness, 
when a salute was fired by the British troops, encamped 
in the vicinity of Poonah, under the command of General 
Wellesley. .This salute was immediately answered from 
the fortress of Seonghur.

“ While the procession passed the bridge into the city, 
a second salute was fired from the British camp; and as 
the Peshwa approached the palace, salutes were fired from 
the several posts of the Mahratta troops. A t sunset, 
salutes were fired from all the hill-forts in the vicinity of 
Poonah.” 1

Notwithstanding the confident expectation which the 
Governor-General had expressed to the home authorities, 
not only on the 19th of April, hut as late as the 20th of 

’ Governor-General’s Narrative. Ibid. 307—311.
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no war would rise out of tlie treaty of BasseinBOOK VI. 
yet before that time, as he himself informs us, “ he had chap. xi.
great cause to doubt the sincerity of Sindiah’s profes- ---------
sions; while the increasing rumours of a hostile con- 1803- 
ederacy against the British government, between that 

chieftain and the Baja of Berar, rendered it indispensably 
necessary to ascertain, with the least practicable delay,
Whether the British government were likely to be exposed 
o a contest with the confederated chieftains. These con­

siderations determined tho Governor-General to lose no 
ume in furnishing Colonel Collins with detailed instruc­
tions for the guidanco of his conduct, in this important 
and delicate crisis of affairs. With a view to expedition, 
the Governor-General’s instructions were, in the first 
instanco, transmitted in tho form of notes, under date 
the 5th of May, 1803, and were afterwards formed into a 
detailed despatch, which was forwarded to Colonel Collins 
on the 3rd of June.” 2

Nay, when the time arrived, at which it was desirable 
to make it appear, that tho hostile mind of Sindiah, and 
not provocation by the British government, had produced 
. “e calamity of war, tho Governor-General actually enters 
mto an argument to prove, that from an early date, he had 
evidence which rendered in no respect doubtful the exist­
ence of hostile projects in the mind of Sindiah. After a 

isplay of the motives, in their own ambition, which 
, nuliah and the Raja of Berar, had for aversion to the 
roaty of Bassein, “ The belief,” ho says, “ that those 

chieftains entertained designs hostile-to the British go­
vernment, at the earliest stages of the negotiation be­
tween the resident and Dowlut Ran Sindiah, is supported 
ny the information which the Governor-General has from 
time to time received of the proceedings of that chieftain.”
Of this information he specifies three instances ; one con­
tained in a letter of Colonel Collins, dated the 9th of 
March ; a second received on the 17th of Juno ; and the 
third alone, not more conclusive than the former, sent by 
Colonel Collins on the 14th, not received till after tho 

, tlate of his pacific declaration to the home authorities.
“ These facts,” he then subjoins, “ reciprocally confirm

* Vide supra, p. 290.
Narrative, ut supra, p. 317, 315.—M. Despatches, ili. 120.—W,
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' BOOK Vl/each point of the evidence of Sindiah’s hostile projects; 
tiiApcv. and combined with information, at various times com- 
— —-— municated, by the Resident with Dowlut Rao Sindiah, of

1803. tire proceedings of that chieftain, with the repeated ru­
mours of the formation of a hostile confederacy between 
Dowlut Rao Sindiah, and the Raja of Berar, and Jeswunt 
Rao Kolkar, and with the tenor and result of the Resi­
dent s negotiations, must be considered to amount to full 
proof of the alleged design of subverting the alliance formed 
between the British government and the Peshwa.” 1 

The Resident with the Dowlut Rao Sindiah, having re­
ceived the Governor-General’s instructions, obtained an 
audience of that chief on the 28th of May. lie  was 
encamped at a place called Chickley, not far from Boor- 
hanpore, where his own dominions border on those of the 
Raja of Berar. The conference was opened, on the part of 
the Resident, by communicating to Sindiah the treaty of 
Bassein, of which a copy was presented and read. “When 
the whole of the treaty had been distinctly explained to 
the Maharaja, I  then asked him,” says the Resident, “ whe­
ther he thought it contained any thing injurious to his 
just rights; since I had reason to think some doubts had 
arisen in his mind on this head?” — It was one of his 
ministers who thought proper to reply; “ acknowledging,” 
says the Resident, “ that the treaty did not contain any 
stipulation prejudicial to the rights of the Maharaja; to 
which the latter assented.”

“ I proceeded,” says Colonel Collins, “ to state — that 
negotiations had of late been carried oil between Dowlut 
Rao Sindiah and the Berar Raja — that these chiefs were, 
I understood, to have an interview shortly, somewhere in 
the vicinity of this place — that the Maharaja had con­
cluded a peace with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, in whose camp 
a vakeel also now resided on the part of Ragojee Bhonslah 
— that Sindiah had likewise avowed an intention of pro­
ceeding with his army to Poonah, accompanied by the 
Berar Raja — and that, on combining those circumstances, 
I  could uot but suspect that this court meditated designs 
adverse to the interests of the British government; — for, 
since his Highness the Peshwa was restored to the musnud 
of Poonah, the presence of the Maharaja at that capital

1 Narrative, ut supra. Ibid. p. o34.
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be of any use, but, on the contrary, might BODIv - f i r  
0f evjj consequences—nor could the longer chap. xi.

1 continuance of the Maharaja in the Deccan be necessary ----------
to his security, since he had come to an accommodation 1803. 
With the only enemy from whom he had any thing to 
apprehend south of the Nerbuddah ; that, therefore, I felt 
it my duty to require an unreserved explanation from 
. his court, as well respecting the intent of the proposed 
interview between the Maharaja and the Berar Raja, as 
icgarding the nature of the engagements entered into by 
those chiefs with Jeswunt Rao Holkar—as their recent 
union and present proceedings induced some suspicion,
[hat they were confederated, either for the purpose of 
invading the territories of our allies, his Highness the 
Peshwa and Nabob Nizam ; or of subverting the arrange­
ments lately concluded between the British government 
an,5 Bajee Rao.” 1

The Resident repeated the assurance of the peaceable 
nnd even amicable views of the British government; and 
plated the arguments of himself and of tho Governor- 
'eneral, to prove to Sindiah, not only that the. British 

government and the Peshwa had a perfect right to contract 
,,lc engagements into which they had entered, but that 
T? interests of Sindiah, by that means, were in no respect

affected.
, ® n the part of Sindiah it ,vas, in like manner, affirmed, 

at he had no intention whatever to invade either the 
orritory 0f his Highness the Peshwa, or of the Nabob 
12am. But in regard to the negotiations with the Berar 

vaja and Itoljiar, the Resident was informed, that Sindiah 
o°nld afford him no explanations till the conference bc- 
Ween him and Ragojee Bhonslah had taken place. No 

lQodo of address, conciliatory or menacing, was left untried 
j uy the Resident, to extort a declaration, whether opposi- 
Itl0tt to the treaty of Bassein was or was not in contem­
plation. Sindiah was informed, that if he maintained his 

| Present suspicious attitude, the British government would 
, 0 called upon to make preparations upon his frontier, 
y-’liioh would be attacked in every part, the moment that 
HiteRiyence was received of his accession to any hostile

‘ Colonel C ollins’s dispatch, (luted 29th May, 1803. Ibid. p. 153— M.
^ P a tc h e s ,  iii. 169,—W.

f t  o f  h o s t i l e  d e s ig n s  i n  s i n d i a h . ( C l



^-BQ&lL VI. confederacy. After various expostulations, both with the 
chap, xl ministers and Sindiah himself, the Resident says, that he 

‘— turned at last to Sindiah, and “ conjured him, in language 
1&03. both urgent and conciliatory, to remove all his doubts 

and suspicions, by an immediate and candid avowal of 
his intentions.”

“ Dowlut Rao,” he continues, “ in reply to these instances 
on my part, said, that he could not, at present, afford me 
the satisfaction I demanded, without a violation of the 
faith which he had pledged to the Raja of Berar. He 
then observed, that the Bhonslah was distant no more 
than forty coss from hence, and would probably arrive 
here in the course of a few days: that immediately after 
his interview with the Raja, I should be informed whether 
it would be peace or war.”

It is proper to state, that the Resident, in answer to his 
remonstrance against the march of Sindiah and the Raja 
of Berar to Poonah, received a solemn assurance, which be 
appears not to have disbelieved, that the Peshwa, after his 
return to his capital, had repeatedly written to the .Maha­
raja and the Berar Raja, inviting them both to Poonah. 
I t is also proper to give the following circumstance, in the 
words of the Resident; “Neither Sindiah,” says he, “ nor 
his ministers, made any remarks on the treaty of Bassein, 
nor did they request a copy of it.” 1

It will hardly be pretended that the words of Sindiah, 
“ after my interview with the Raja, you shall be informed 
whether it will be peace or war,” yielded aDy information 
which was not conveyed by the more evasive expressions 
of his ministers; “ till after the Maharaja’s interview with 
the Raja, it is impossible for him to afford you satisfac­
tion with regard to the declaration which you require. 
That the words were intended by Sindiah to convey a 
menace or insult, there is not a single circumstance to 
countenance the slightest suspicion. And it is visible 
from the words of the Resident, that they were not by 
him understood in that sense. “ Theso words he deli­
vered,” says he, “ with much seeming composure. I then 
nsked, whether I must consider this declaration ns nna 
on his p a rt; which question was answered in the afhrrna- 
t ive by the ministers of Dowlut Rao Sindiah. Here the 

1 Despatch, ut supra. Ihiti. p. 153, 154.
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conference, which had lasted three hours, ended; and I BOOK VI. 
!o™ after took a respectful leave of the Maharaja.” chap. x i.

,*le Governor-General describes as very great, the effect -------- -
lich was produced upon his mind, by the phrase of the l80*. 
aharaja. “ This unprovoked menace of hostility,” says 

e> “ and the insult offered to the British government, by 
e erence of the question of peaco or war to the result of 
conference with the Raja of Berar, who, at the head of a 

®°hsiderable army, had reached the vicinity of Dowlut 
jj0 Sindiah’s camp, together with the indication which it 

°rded of a disposition on the part of those chieftains to 
1 osecute the supposed objects of their confederacy, ren- 

®red it ihe duty of the British government to adopt,
"Rhout delay, the most effectual measures for the vindi- 
Cation of its dignity, and for the security of its rights 
atX interests, and those of its allies, against any attempt 
011 the part of the confederates, to injure or to invade 
‘hem.” !

I '1 consequence of a movement of Holkar towards the 
• 0llt>er of the Nizam, and some depredations committed 
c . le vicinity of Aurungabad, General Wellesley, at the 
B . of April, had directed Colonel Stevenson, with the 
of ^  ôroe under his command, and the united troops 
the 6 ^ zam> move northwards to that city. Towards 
c en(f of May, General Stuart, with the army under his 
ai,. *Uand, amounting to three companies of European 
n ,. cry> one regiment of European, and two regiments of 
t  v®, cavalry, three corps of European infantry, and live 
tit m '°ns °f sepoys with a large train of artillery, crossed 
t i , ,  ̂°°mbudra, and proceeded forward to Mudgul, a posi- 
j(,r n 'vtere, without abandoning the defence of the English 

Jotier, was sgRiciently near the scene of action, to 
jjJ’Povt the advanced detachment, and overawe those who 
y  ‘out be found refract ory among the Maliratta chiefs On 
p  0 ^th of June, Major-General Wellesley marched from 
^ Jl)Hah, with the main body of the forces under his com- 
f  ' 1lu> «nd on the 15th, encamped at Vugah, near Sindiah’s 
mil °£iS of Ahmednuggur, at the distance of about 60 
s 0fi from Poonah. “ The total number of British troops,”

- 15 the Governor-General, “ prepared on the 4th of June,
Rid, e“c1r4 from Qovenior-Qeneval to liorno authoriUee, dated 1st August.



1803, on the western side of India (exclusive of Guzerot), 
cha'p T x i . to support the arrangements with the Peshwa, amounted
---------  to 28,244 m en; of this number, 1 G,823 were under the

1803. immediate command of General Wellesley, and d e s tin ed  
for active operations, against the confederated chieftain^ 
in the event of its being necessary to proceed to h o s ti l i­
ties against those chiefs.” 1

The expense of bringing such an army as this into the 
field was no trifling price to pay for those “ arrangements 
with the Peshwa,” which this great force was “ prepared 
on the 4th June, 1803, to support.” Yet tliis was net 
enough ; for, immediately on the intelligence of Sindian s 
phrase about “ peace or war,” the Governor-General issued 
private instructions to the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Company’s forces in India, to assemble the Bcugal army 
on the Company’s western frontier, and to prepare for aI1 
eventual war.

I t deserves to be noticed, that the letter of the G® 
vcruor-General to the home authorities, assuring the® 
confidently that no war would rise out of the recent alli­
ance contracted with the Peshwa, was dated ou the 20th 
of June. The instructions to the Commander-in-Chicn 
which directed the assembling of the army, and laid do"® 
a plan of the war, were dated on the 28th of the sa®° 
month.

In the demand for prompt decision which might aria® 
in the present eventful position of the British government 
with the Mahratta states, the Governor-General considered ■ 
that his own distance from the scene of action would re­
quire a dangerous suspension of operations, if the p°we 
of adapting measures to the exigencies as they arose w® 
not consigned to some individual upon the spot. So muC„ 
would of necessity depend upon the person at the head 0 
the military force, that a peculiar advantage would an 
from combining in his hands, if adapted to the trust, , 
political powers which it was thought advisable to convej' 
In General Wellesley the Governor-General imagined 1 | 
saw the requisite qualifications very happily combi*® ‘ ; 
That officer was accordingly vested with the general 
troul of all affairs in Hindustan and the Deccan, relati
either to negotiation or war with the Mahratta states. j 

> Narrative, u t supra. Ibid, p, 325, 320.
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i l i zfjy' ' '
u strrm th ffis w ith  w h ich  h e  w as fu r n is h e d  fo r  g u id a n ce  in  BO O K  V I .  

c“e u s e of th o s e  e x tra o r d in a ry  p o w ers  a re  d a te d  on t h e  chap. x i .
otli of Juno. The new authority was to pass to General ---------
tuart, as Commander-in-Chief at the Madras presidency, ■ l803- 
C11'eumstances (an oxigeucy very unlikely to arise) should 

fender it necessary for that officer to unite the whole force
0 the army in the field, and to assume in person the ge- 
~eral command. And the plenipotentiary commission of

Bneral Wellesley remained subject, of course, to the com­
mands of the authority from which it was derived.1

Gn the 13th of May, the Governor-General addressed a 
^Uer to Sindiah, and another to the Raja of Berar. These 
etters, while they paid to these chieftains the compliment

01 conveying immediately from the head of tho English go­
er n men t, intimation of the treaty of Bassein, and affirmed 
oat no injury was done to the rights of either of them by 
hat engagement, which it was within the undoubted compe- 
®noe of the Peshwato contract, offered to each the benefit

a similar engagement, if they were sufficiently wise to 
,ee h°"' deeply their interests were concerned in i t ; as­
serted the pacific views of the British government, even if 
k ey should reject this generous offer; informed them,

Wevcr, of the suspicions, which several parts of their 
toCpTlt °°n^uo  ̂hed a tendency to raise, of their intention 

torrn a hostile confederacy against the late arrange- 
^ ; directed them, if they wished that their pacific

clarations should be deemed sincere, to abstain from 
„ °uPying with their armies an alarming position on the 
Rentier of tho Nizam, the British ally; desired Sindiah,

; Particular, to carry back his army to the northcru side 
^ue Nerbudda; and declared to them, that, if they 

-̂ '’rtisted in maintaining a warlike attitude, the British 
government must place itself in a similar situation, uud 
i T° Moment they rendered their hostile designs indubita- 
, . e> would in its own defence be constrained to attack 
theory

u n ’ffrative, ut supra, p. 149, 163.
I>. 133-136,—M.

or, !cry  waa Other coiTrson-ier.ee with tlio Raja of Berar. Prior to the dote 
a- rd Welled, vsh •. ,T on the 411; of May, tlio Raja wrote to the Nizam, to 

his proposed Interview with Sindiah, and thus explained its object. 
rih„ r t  « inrotiiig Shall have taken place, and an arramtoment for the r,von- 
cir,! !”" and union between Sindiah and Uollcir shall have been effected, a spe- 
•himi n for >hc adjustment o; the state and governmem of Rao Pundit lVud- 

■ Wie Ptshwa,) such us tlio honour aud integrity ul' tho Ilauj iudia-

-



w B E S ^ d H / The Raja of Berar, having arrived within one^aM h-^  
Sindiah’s camp on the 3rd of June, was met by that Princ° 

—— — on the following morning. “ The secretary of the British 
180̂ . Resident, who was despatched to him with a compliment­

ary message on the 5th, he received with distinguished 
attention: and he expressed with apparent sincerity, 
says the Governor-General, “ his solicitude to maintain 
the relations of friendship which had so long subsisted 
between the British government and the state of Berar. 
A conference between the chieftains took place on the 
6th. On the 9th, the British Resident sent to importune 
Sindiah for the answer which he promised after his inter­
view with the Raja of Berar. Having received an evasive 
reply, the Resident addressed, on the 12th, a memorial to 
Sindiah, informing him, that if he should now refuse 0 
give an explicit account of his intentions, and should con­
tinue with his army on the south side of the Nerbudc a, 
“ such refusal or delay would be regarded as an avowal o 
hostile designs against the British governmen..' 111 
Resident requested either the satisfaction which ho v a3 
commissioned to demand, or an escort to convey him from 
Sindiah’s camp.1

Having received a verbal message, which he regarded a3 
an evasion, stating that tho required explanation should bo 
afforded in two or three days, the Resident informed the 
Maharaja, that he received this communication as a fiuw 
answer, refusing the satisfaction which the British govern­
ment required ; and that he purposed leaving his camp 
without further delay. Tho two Mahratta chiefs invented 
expedients for preventing the departure of the Resident, 
and at the same time evaded his endeavours to obtain a 
declaration of their designs. A t length, on the 4th 0

1 usably calls for, and is calculated for the prosperity of tho country, 
with a due attention to the complexion of the times, be maturelyflcyiscu * ^  
executed.” This letter was. of course, communicated to the itriu-h t~‘ r 
ment, and Lord Wellesley again, on the 22nd of May, address- ' the ^ v‘,j 
Kaja to exjiri ss his surprise and disappointment at learning f plain an a\ ,,‘t3 
of an intention to form a confedi-t .iey for tiie subversion of the i.rrangtin. 
concluded with the l ’eshwa. He also apprized the Lam, that any ao 
into tlie territories of the Nizam, would be considered a-; an act ot 
agression; exhorted him earnestly to return peaceably into his , tVv'0 
and distinctly intimated that the question of peace or war between tnc • 
states depended entirely upon the ! -ia’s conduct. The interview th.n 
lowed w is, therefore, most unequivocally an act of defiance, and equivaic 
a declaration of war. despatches, iii. 104, and App. G6I.-—W.

1 Narrative, a t supra, p. IGG, 323.
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(̂ ^ T W ^ tn in e d  an audience of both together in the tent BOOK VI.
' “e-tnfja of Berar. He entertained them with the old chap. xi.

® ory That the treaty of Basseiu” (I quote the words  ̂^ 1 
^ 'e  Governor-General, as combining his authority with lb '■*'

- at of his agent) “ contained no stipulation injurious to 
^ ® rights of any of the feudatory Mahratta chieftains ;

’ 011 the contrary, expressly provided for their security 
tli' -in<?ePendence —That the Governor-General regarded 
I] tlaja of Berar, and Sindiah, as tho ancient friends of 
j 0 British power; and was willing to improve the exist- 

; 8 connexion between their states and the British govern-
0 p — That the British government only required a 

oufirination of the assurance made by Sindiah, that he 
. I oo intention whatever to obstruct the completion of 

eugagements lately concluded at Bassein, together with 
similar assurance on the part of the Raja of Berar— And 
at it was the earnest desire of the Governor-Geuerai to 

Promote tho prosperity of the respective governments of 
- l o t  Rao Sindiah, and the Raja of Berar ; so long as 

tl from committing acts of aggression against
English and their allies.’!

re -he ^ a l̂ratta chiefs did not think proper to make any 
]> , at'ks upon the assertions and argumentation of the 

Resident. They contented themselves with de- 
0 ,n& through the mouth of the Berar minister, by whom
rrasG*' *)ar* discourse was principally held, that it 
^  the duty of the Peshwa to have consulted with them 
tr0 j of the Mahratta state, before he concluded a 
an 1  ̂ 'riuoh so deeply affected the interests of that state; 
n. ’ moreover, that they had a variety of observations to 
j> lSfi Upon the stipulations, themselves, of the treaty of 
^assein. The British minister insisted, as he had done so 
g e n t l y  before, on tho right of tho Peshwa to make a 

eatyfor himself; but, with regard to the observations 
P’oposed to be made upon the several articles of the 
t^ a ty  °f Bassein, he requested they might bo committed 
q Writing, and submitted to the consideration of the

'cinor-Oeneral.
Notwithstanding these allegations of grounds of com- 

toa‘ut> the Mahrattaa re-affirmed their sincere disposition 
dec]CUltlVate the friendship of tho British government; 

iared that they had no dosigu whatever to oppose any

;; TO GENERAL WELLESLEY. v J J
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'•CboqJ&^R engagements with it into which the Peshwa might ha '1- 
chap. xi. entered ; and promised that their armies should neitho
---------- advance to Poonali, nor ascend the Adjuntee Ghaut, acr<--

1803. the mountainous ridge which separated their present po'1' i 
tion from the frontier of the Nizam. Remarking, ho"' 
ever, that the British troops had crossed the G o d a v e P  

river, and were approaching the Adjuntee G haut; the) 
requested that Colonel Collins would use his e n d e a v o u r s  

to prevent their advance. The Colonel replied that it "Tl9 
incumbent upon Sindiah to lead his army across the M 1' 
hudda, and the Raja of Berar to return to Nagpoor, if they 
wished their actions to appear in conformity with the* 
pacific declarations; and in that case, the British arroyi 
he doubted not, would also be withdrawn.1

On the 14th of July, General Wellesley addressed 
letter, couched in respectful terms, to Dowlut RaoSind11 ' 
setting before him the reasons which the British govern 
ment had to consider his present menacing position 
indication of designs, which would render it necessary 
act against him as an enemy, unless he withdrew his arn'J 
across the Nerbudda; but making at the same time t 
correspondent offer, that, as soon as the Mahratta cbn 
should lead back their armies to their usual stations, & 
would also withdraw from its advanced position the Britis 
army under his command.

A conference on the subject of this letter took pi**0 
between the chieftains on the 21st of July. To a note, th® 
pest day addressed by the Resident to Dowlut Rao Sindia >> 
requesting an answer to the letter of General 
no reply was returned. The Resident received the &e>u  
ral’s instructions to urge them once more on the sepa1*̂  
tion of their arm ies; and received an appointment l°r 
conference with Sindiah on the 25th. On this occasion > 
was told, “ that the forces of Sindiah and the KSJ* 
Berar were encamped on their own territories ; that tn 
chieftains had solemnly promised not to ascend the 
juntee pass, nor to march to Poonali; that they 
already given to the Governor-General assurances 
writing, that they never would attem pt to subvert ■ ^ 
treaty of Bassein, which assurances were unequn0'^. 
proofs of their amicable intentions ; lastly, that the tre® - 

1 Narrative, ut supra, p. 324.



\M  jJaKnjm o under negotiation between Sindiah and Hoi- B0©£A4r 
p ^ S ^ H o t  completely settled ; and that until it should c h a p . x i . 
ce finally concluded, Dowlut Rao Sindiah could not return —— " 

j 0 Hindustan.” The Resident remarked, that, as the ac- 1-°0- 
^al position of the Mahratta armies could afford no 

advantage to their respective sovereigns, unless in the 
eveut of a war with the British power, the British govern- 

1 rner>t could not conclude that the determination of these 
sovereigns to keep their armies in such a position was for 
a’V' other than a hostile purpose ; and that, for the negoti- 
‘ ion with Holkar, Boorhanpore was a much more conve- 
^'ent situation thau the frontier, so much moro distant, of 
he British ally. After much discussion, the 28 th was 

filmed, as the day on which the Resident should receive a 
'incisive reply. The 28th was afterwards shifted, ta  the 
29Hi; the Resident threatening to depart, and making 
yefiomeut remonstrance against so many delays. The. 
interview on the 29th was not more availing than those 
*Moh preceded. The Resident sent forward his tents on 

le30th, intending to begin his march on the 31st, and 
. iaed to attend a conference to which he was invited 

j'd h  Sindiah and the Raja of Berar. As ho was prevented,
<nvever, from setting out on the 31s.t, by the heaviness of 

ra'n, he complied with a request from both chieftains 
J meet them on the evening of that day at the tents of 
le Raja of Berar.

i . Rfcr the usual topics wore once moro gone over, the 
1 iratta chieftains offered the following proposition: 
a” the forces of the Raja and of Sindiah should, in con- 

)miction retire to Boorhanpore ; while the British General 
i°uld withdraw his troops to their usual stations. As 

‘ Use respective movements would leave to the Mahratta 
fifiieftains nearly all their present power of injuring tho 

*'itish state, while they would deprive the British govern- 
iient of the security afforded by the present position of its 
roops, the Resident assured them that a proposition to 

®fi®ct could not be received.
1 ho Princes made a second proposal. That the Resident 

j/ymld fix a (jay; ou which both the Mahratta and tho 
^.rilish armies should begiu to withdraw to their respeo- 
' Ve Nat ions. Beside that the Resident had no power to 

g!l§« for the movements of the British army, ho plainly

i f  W  NEGOTIATIONS BROKEN OFF. \ C p



\ V ® B O T i  gave the Princes to understand, that their proukw-fc^^ 
withdrawing their armies was not sufficient security to*

' the performance.
•1803, They lastly offei'ed to refer it to General Wellesley, to 

name a day on which the British troops, and theirs, should 
begin their march; to name also the time at which b® 
thought the British troops might reach their usual sta- 
tions, when they too would so regulate their marches as to 
arrive at their usual stations at the same precise period 01 
time. If this proposition was rejected, they said the? 
could not retire without an injury to the honour and dig' 
nity of their respective governments. .

The Resident consented to postpone his departure, tu 
time was given for referring the last proposition to Genera
Wellesley; but required,as a condition,that the letters 1
that effect should be with him for transmission before 
of the following day. The letters camo ; submitting for °e' 
cision, however, not the last, but the first, of the 
propositions which had been previously discussed. 0  ' 
serving this coarse attempt at more evasion and dckO> 
this officer made immediate arrangements for quitting I'1® 
camp of Dowlut Rao Sindian, and commenced his maio 
towards Aurungubad on the 3rd of August.1

Aware of the great unpopularity in England to wb>c 
wars in India, except wars against Tippoo Sahib, were >’X 
posed ; aware also of the vast load of debt which his 1111 
ministration had heaped upon the government of India, ® 
load which a new and extensive war must greatly augni°njj 
the Governor-General has, in various documents, present0” 
a laboured argument to prove, that the appeal to axif1* 
now made by the British government was forced, and nR 
gether unavoidable.4 I t  may be requisite, as far as it 
be done with the due restriction in point of space, to she 
how far his arguments are supported by the facts. j

When Dowlut Rao Siudiah and the Raja of Berar unit‘d  
their u-mies, under circumstances so warlike and in a 
sition so threatening, as those of the union which to°

1 Governor-General's Narrative, It,id. p. 327—331 ; Notes relative to ttio Jf*. 
Itrastfsaetions In tile IM bnttu Empire, Iliid. j>. 220—230; I.elirr iron fr 
vernor-General in Council to the home authorities-, dated 25th of 
ISO:;, ihid. j>. 170—176.—M. See «No l iv patches, iii. 159, 170. 230 — "  • u pf .

- In his Narrative, ut niipra, p. 331 • Notes, ut supra, p. 230; Desi’*1 
the23th of September, 1803, ut supra, 17G.—Ai.

•Despatches, iii. 330.—W.
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P^gjSfl^tne borders of Nizam Ali’s dominions in 1803; BOOR VI. 
aiJd when the English, should they begin to act in the c h a p . x i .
yainy season, would enjoy important advantages, of w h ic h ,---------
d’ they left the enemy to begin operations in the dry 1808. 
Reason, they would be deprived, it will hardly be denied 
bat the English had good reasons for commencing hos- 
•uties, if no other expedient could be devised to procure 
tle dispersion of those armies, the position of -which 

®r«ated that danger, which it was the professed object of 
war to avert.

Still, however, two questions will remain, bo‘ It of which 
dlUst be clearly and decisively answered in the negati ve, to 
lllako good the Governor-General’s defence. In the first 
1'lace, allowing the necessity of war in August, 1803, to have 
Jcen evor so imj,erative, was it, or was it not, a necessity 
of that Governor’s own creating, a necessity of whose 
®*istence he alone was the author, and fur which it is just 
tilat he should be held responsible ? In the next place,
" ° re the objects, on account of which this necessity was 
Rested, equal in value to the cost of a war 1 In the last 
l-pce, was it true, that the alleged necessity existed, and 

st no expedient but that of war could avert the danger 
bich the new position of the two Mahratta chieftains 
bpeared to involve.

the answer to the first of these questions will not 
‘quire many words. The necessity, whatever it was, 

j lch existed for war at the time when hostilities com- 
j j. .°n°«d, was undoubtedly created by the Governor-General 
I The proof is so obvious, that hardly does it

p cluire to be stated in words. That necessity was created 
’T the treaty of Bassein ; and the treaty of Bassein was 

q1® Work of the Governor -General. Tho Goveruor-
,°nsral had no apprehension of war, either on the part 

: ^judiah, or of the Baja of Berar, previous to the treaty
u Bassein, as is proved by all bis words and all his 

, :tl°ns. If we are to believe his solemn declarations, he 
kittle apprehension of it, even after the treaty of 

nay till six weeks before the declaration of war.
I believing that, but for the treaty of Bassein, war,
! w . on the part of Sindiah, or of the Raja of Berar,
‘ v,dS itl uo degree to be apprehended by tho British go- 

' lhmeat, the current of the history, the circumstances

(if (fiT
\vA  ^ p c f r a s lT Y  OF THE WAR NOT PROVED. □ »  J
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\J|©QKN$X and character of those- Princes, and even the succeeding 

c h a p . xi. results, prove that he had sufficient and superabunda11
---------- reasons. Undoubtedly those reasons must have been

1803. strong, when they sufficed to convince the Governor- 
General, even after these Princes had received all the alarm 
and provocation which the treaty of Bassein was calcu­
lated to produce, that they would yet be deterred from 
any resistance to the operation of that treaty, by the awim 
chance -■ of a conflict with the British power. The weak­
ness of which these Princes were conscious, as compared 
with the British state, was the first solid ground of tn 
Governor-General’s confidence. The extremely indoleu^ 
and pacific character of the Baja of Berar was another. 
Unless in confederacy with the Baja of Berar, it was not 
be apprehended that Sindiah would venture upon a w® 
with the British government ; and scarcely any thing le' “ 
rousing to his feelings than the treaty of Bassein won l- 
have induced that unwarlike Prince to form a confederacy 
with Sindiah, in defiance of the British power. As 1° 
Holkar, it was the weakness of Sindiah which made 1*1!U 
any thing ; and the united force of both, if, without tn 
treaty of Bassein, it would have been possible to unite 
them, would have constituted a feeble source of danger to 
the British state.

The treaty of Bassein, therefore, as it was the cause 
assigned by these Princes themselves for their union mu 
the warlike attitude they had assumed, so it will hardly 
admit of dispute that it was the real cause. The Go­
vernor-General himself, when he came at last to ^ e 
endeavour of making out as strong a case as possiblo f°* 
the necessity of drawing the sword, exhibits reasons whu 1 
operated both on Sindiah and the Baja of Berar, for g0JI’° 
to war on account of the treaty of Bassein, reasons wine > 
to men of their- minds, he seems to represent as little 1®’ 
than irresistible. “ The conduct,” says he, “ of U°w 
Bao Sindiah towards the Peshwa, during a long course 
time antecedent to the Pexhwa’s degradation from 
maenad of l ’oonah, and the views which that obiem1 ’ 
and the Jtgia of Berar are known to have entertained w'1 
respect to the supremo authority of the Slahratta ” 
afford the means of forming a correct judgment of 
motives which may hare rendered those chieftains dt sif0 ‘



X®^^brgttfng the treaty of Basseiu.” Of these views he BOOK. VI. 
tllen exhibits the following sketch. “ The whole course,” c h a p . x i . 
8ays he, “ of Dowlut Rao Sindiah’s proceedings, since his — —— 

j accession to the dominions of Madajee Sindiah, has mani- ls03* 
t osted a systematic design of establishing an ascendancy in 

he lUahratta state upon the ruins of the Peshwa’s au- 
hority,” After adducing a number of facts in proof of 
his proposition, he draws the following conclusion : “ The 

aotual re-establishment of the Peshwa in the government 
0 hoonah, under the exclusive protection of the British 
Power, and the conclusion of engagements calculated to 
Secure to his Highness the due exercise of liis authority 
011 a permanent foundation, deprived Dowlut Rao Sindiah 
°* every hope of accomplishing the objects of his ambi- 
fron, so long as that alliance should be successfully main­
lin ed . This statement of facts sufficiently explain.-, the 
anxiety of Dowlut Rao Sindiah to effect the subversion of 
the treaty of Bassein, and his prosecution of hostile de­
igns against the British government.” 1 “ The motives
which must he supposed to have influenced the Raja of 
Rerar, in combining his power with that of Dowlut Rao 
bmdiah, for the subversion of the alliance concluded be­
tween the British government and the Peshwa, were rnani- 
estly similar to those which actuated the conduct of 
owlut Rao Sindiah. The Raja of Berar has always main­

lined pretensions to the supreme ministerial authority in 
. 0 Mahratta empire, founded on his affinity to the reign­
ing Raja of Sattarah. Convinced that the permanency of 

> e  defensive alliance, concluded between the British go­
vernment and the Peshwa, would preclude all future oppor­
tunity of accomplishing the object of his ambition, the 

of Berar appears to have been equally concerned 
With Dowlut Rao Sindia in the subversion of that 
alliance.”

The Goveraor-General subjoins a reflection, actually 
njuuded upon the improbability there was of a union 
between those Princes, till the treaty of Bassein gave them

transcribing the*- words, I Imre left out three egressions, t wo of vague 
and i w>tkh ihr Governor-General bestows upon the actions ol Sindi,ih,
a  1 one of applause which ho ta lo n  ,  upon his own. because they have only 
PoiVf, Bc-T to substitute i l l ' opinion of the Goverrew-Uem-rnl upon these 

»• for tile opinion which the pure facts may suggest; and l have so altered 
llei of the expression:, us to render it grammatical.

u( Je )l (ct
\- V H iin:.'.n:TA w a r  caused  by  t u e  t r e a t y . n t 9 1! \  -ioX/ * T  .A._^



JiOOK VIJ so extraordinary a motive. “ Although the views ascribed 
to those chieftains,” says he, “ were manifestly incoro -

------ -— patible with the accomplishment of their respective de'
180u. signs ;  the removal of an obstacle which wTould effectually  

preclude the success of either chieftain, in obtaining 1,11 
ascendancy at Poonab, constituted an object of common 
interest to both.”

The Governor-General then states his conjecturo of th6 
mode in which the treaty of Bassein induced them t0 | 
reconcile their sonflicting interests. “ I t appears,” he 
says, “ to be chiefly probable, that those chieftains,sensible 
that the combination of their powrer afforded the only 
prospect of subverting the alliance concluded between the 
British government and the Peshwa, agreed to comprom>s° 
their respective and contradictory projects, by an arrange" 
ment for the partition of the whole power and dominion oI 
the Mahratta stato.”1

The circumstances on which these conclusions art 
founded were all as much known to the Governor-Gc" 
neral before, as after he concluded the treaty of Basseim 
He was, therefore, exceedingly to blame, if he formed tb®* 
agreement, without an expectation, approaching to a fm 
assurance, that a war with the power of Sindiah and t-b« 
Raja of Berar, if not also (as might have been expected 
with that of Holkar combined, would be a part of th« 
price which the British state would have to pay for the 
advantages, real or supposed, of the treaty of Bassein-'

■ See Governor-General's Letter, a t supra, p. 179, 180 : Narrative, ut supi'9' 
p. 331,332.

5 It is admitted in a preceding pr.je, that, according to the Govern;'1' 
General’s solemn declarations, lie had little apprehension of war, even ti*1 
few weeks before the declaration of it: he had, therefore, no expectation, y c 
proaching to a full assurance, that hostilities would be the consequences of” , 
treaty of Bassein. Then, says our author, “ lie was exceedingly to bla,ri 'e 
because the circtunstance3 on which lie accounted for the eventual ocenrron 
of the war, must have been known to him as well before, as after, be | 
eluded the treaty ofBtLssein.” It is one thing, however, to discover m“tp' ( 
for actual conduct, and another to anticipate their existence; it is also,L,y | 
from a necessary conclucion, even when motives may be suspected, that th  ̂
will 1m? followed by nets, especially when it is obvious that other w ot"1’* 
equally or still more cogi nt, must exist, by which the former nny be ! 
tralizcd, and that the acta are so obviously impolitic as to render it 
that they will not be perpetrated. That the interference of the 
in behalf of the l’eshwn, might be distasteful to the principal Mahratta chJCj_ ( 
may have been littic doubted, bui it could scarcely have bc -n deemed of 
cient intensity to instigate actual hostilities, particularly when such iJ. rLT’5ii 
was incompatible with all rational policy. It was thought likely that Sindt 
would know his strength rather than to hazard u contest with the British v -^  j 
'em inent; that the Kaja of Berar, beside his inactive temperament, had m

I
|
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W A R  CAUSED B Y  T H E  T R E A T Y .  O j L J

1 ̂ ^question, then, or at least one of the questions, to BOOR VI. 
"'hich he should have applied the full force of a sound chap. xi.
reflection, equally free from oversight or prepossession, —-------
"’as> whether the benefits, which could reasonably be ex- 3808‘ 
Pected from the treaty of Bassein, were a full compensa- 
'on for the evils ready to spring from the wars to which 

|  was likely to give birth : on the contrary, if ha allowed 
,ls mind to repel from itself, as faras possible, all expect­

ation of the expensive and bloody consequences likely to 
!ssue from the treaty ; and, fixing his attention almost ex­
clusively upon the advantages painted in his imagination, 
decided upon what may be regarded as a hearing of only 
°uo side, that the treaty ought, if possible, to be made, he 
Pursued a course which, in the management of public 
affairs, is indeed most lamentably common, but which on 
^hat account only deserves so muoh the more to be 
Pointed out to the disapprobation of mankind.

The discussion of a question like this requires the use 
so many words, because it imports a reference to so 

inauy particulars, that it would produce an interruption 
incompatible with the duo continuity7 of a narrative dis 
course. It may, notwithstanding, have its use to point 
ut merely the paths of inquiry.

0 them, on whom, in this instance, peace or war dc- 
^  belonged to ask themselves, whether the act of • 
a  ̂a new s°t of advantages, in relation to other 

&oL°S’ p ac  ̂^  *s Prctty certain that those states, or 
0 of them, will hostilely resent, does not constitute

that to those of Sindiah, which rendered their union improbable ; and
ta t >s . ‘ Should it take place, and Holkar be joined with them, tlio confede- 
thp5e J nU(1 still be too doubtful of their strength to risk the encounter. That 
H‘s.sein 1 iratta  chiefs had no real grievance to complain of, that the treaty of 
Xviatev ,''n7 0;ldu‘l1 noton  their territories or their legal authority, and that 
ten sir ,' r obstacle the English alliance might qppotc to their unjustifiable pre- 
h'Ueh r 10 and danger of removing it by an appeal to arms, would be so 
Hms o n , 0re cquivnlont to any possible advantages to be. attained, ware
"°h ld  l_ au th°rizing the conclusion that the absurdity of hostile collision 
Sl,-aeit to° °hvious to the understanding of princes, not devoid of political 
flc,v„ _y or knowledge, to permit of their adopting such a !ine of policy. The 
attaci r T ; (;eneral was mistaken in supposing tha t the Mahratta princes 
to ju.s'-if , 4 we‘ght to  those considerations, but they w< rc sufficiently palpable 
that tin 11,11 in believing that thev would not have 1- n disregarded, and 
*nu Wo,,ld have formed a counter,- is.e to feelings of personal mortification 
Ue w JJI,I>?" nt|nent sufficient to have prevented the actnul occurrence of war. 
appro i ,,t* therefore, exceedinglj to blame in entertaining expectations, 

to full assurance that the treaty of Bassein would not be followed



vP’otIR y% the war, a war of aggression, on the part ofMjMstSr 
Xj^on<x$ x t .  which wilfully performs the act out of which it f°reSC.

---------  that war will arise. A war, which is truly and indisputa
1803‘ defensive, is a war undertaken in defence, that is, to p '‘ 

vent the loss of existing advantages. And though a st® 
may justly assert its rights to aim at new advantages, ) ' 
if it aims at advantages which it cannot attain with® 
producing a loss of existing advantages to some ot« 
state, a loss which that state endeavours to prevent W*  ̂
a war, the war on the part of the latter state is truO 
defensive, on the part of the other is truly an aggresS1' 
and, in almost all cases, an unjust war.

The Governor-General is so far from denying that ^  
treaty of Bassein did import the loss of advantage ^  
Sindiah, that we have just heard him enumerating the . , 
vantages of which it deprived that Mahratta 0 1 ^  
advantages on which it was natural for him to pl»ce ^  
highest possible value ; the power, as he i m a g i n e d ,  0 ^
tablishing his controlling influence over t h e  Peshwo, ^  
through him, over the whole or the greater part 0 
Mahratta states. • e3..t'-

Many times is the answer of the Gk>vemor-Ge 
repeated in the documents which he has liberally 3uPl"(iV 
These advantages, he cries, on the part of Sindiah, e**'eto- 
only for purposes of injustice ; his complaints are,1 
fore, to be treated with indignation.

The man who carefully visits the sources of IndiM1̂  . 
tory, is often called to observe, and to observe 
astonishment, what power the human mind has Aj 1 
luding itself; and what sort of things a man c0,n jusj; 
upon himself for conclusive reasoning, when those Co JI 
whom his reasoning operates are sure not to bo 
when he is equally sure that those to whom his 1 ^ vC n* 
is addressed, and whom he is concerned to satisfy, 
the requisites for embracing delusion ; to wit, gtioi* 
negligence, and, in regard to the particulars n* j . ¥trgi)W 
a supposition, at the least, of concurring, no , j
interests. . I

I t  is truly surprising, that the object, wnic pit!’* 
by the Governor-General as the most profliga e 
and the most odious injustice, cruelty, and OPP t>. 
Dowlut Itao Sindiah, to aim at, is the same objoc ,

I f  i f f  j l  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDTA. j



/ s / i T v A

af which ho himself was aiming, with so uncommon a BOOK VI. 
degree of ardour and perseverance, and at the expense of ch a p . x i . 
®° many sacrifices. The object, incontestably, at which —-— ■— 
both were aiming, was an all-controlling influence over 1803- 
ne Peshwa, and through him, as far as possible, over the 

nther Mahratta governments. As far, then, as concerned 
, “e object of pursuit, the coincidence is complete, mani- 
est, and indubitable, between the ambition of Sindiah,

■md the ambition of the Govornor-General. Wherein, 
non, did the ambition of these two leaders differ, so as to 

entitle the Governor-General to cover the ambition of 
kmdiah with the epithets most expressive of the disap­
probation and abhorrence of mankind, his own with 
epdhets the most expressive of their approbation and 
favour ? One mighty difference there was ; that the one 
^as the Governor-General’s own ambition, the other that 
°f another m an; and a man the gratification of whose 
ambition in this instance was incompatible with the gra­
tification of his. Another dift'erence, which would be felt 
"hero it was desirable for the Governor-General that it 
?h°uld be felt, was, that the benefits, which were said to 

!? great, arising from the accomplishment of this object 
? Governor-General’s ambition, were to be English 

. From the accomplishment of the same object 
'”'.ncbah‘s ambition would arise nothing but the pre­

vention of these English benefits. Under this mode of 
th T 'c r’ 1uestiou, however, it cannot be disguised,
_a Sindiah would have the same grounds exactly for 
I p ying epithets of applause to his own ambition, and of 
?se f° fbat of the Governor-General.1 
■but differences, such as these, are more frequently the

Sinrn!1iurc is '* »  im portant difference in the relations in which the English and 
dlnw™.st00d te the Peshwa, which is wholly overlooked in tills argum ent; tint 
enil'll mode in which tl-ey prosecuted tlie objects of their, lie it mimm t,
j S j u  ambttten. Tho English acted with Urn professed acquiescence of the 

- on hi.?.* sindiah notorious!e in his despite. The Engli di placed the 1 i -nw* 
nient , lrone-, and kept him there, and allowed him tire independent enjoy, 
foivi 0 extensive authority; Sindiah occupied Poonali with an almost boslite 
to im p e lled  the Peshwa to submit entirely to his will, and was yet unablo 

1 hoi I , ut him  against his enemies. The English did not march t-> roonah to 
I h ’lim  I e t ,a  to subjection; the Peshwa tied to them, and was glad to 
! till., ; ,is Principality under tlie shadow 1 their banners. Admitting,

Uovei at tlle establishment of B >1 a t l'oonah was the result of the
I to "p rienera l’s ambition, that ambition differed from Mntliah’s in seeking 

in It„„ 1(3 objects by gentle, not by violent m eans: with the eoiieurrence, not 
nance of, those over whom it aspired to rule.—W.
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VJ^vjBgpi^'Yi. grounds of action in human affairs, than acknowkdlA-Hf 
even known, to be so ; since nothing is more easy for the

— ------ greater part of men, than to he ignorant of the motives
1803. jjy which they are actuated, and, while absorbed in the

pursuits of the most vulgar and selfish ambition, to he 
giving themselves credit for the highest virtue, before the 
tribunal of their own consciences. What then will he 
said 1 That of this controlling power, at which Sindiah 
and the English both of them aimed, Sindiah would make 
a bad use, the English a good one 1 If one ruler has a 
title to make at his pleasure this assumption in his own 
favour, so has every other ru ler; and a justification is 
afforded to the strong, who are always in the right, for ex­
tending, as far as they please, their oppressions over the 
weak.

If we should allow, that the English government would 
make a better use of new power than a native one, as it 
would be disgraceful to think it would not, the reason 
would go further than the Governor-General would wish ; 
for upon this reason not. one native government should he 
left existing in India.

But beside this ; what is it that we are precisely to un­
derstand by a better use : is it' a use better for the Eng­
lish 1 Or a use better for the English and Mahrattas both ? 
This latter assertion is the only one which it would 
answer any purpose to make ; meaning, in both cases, the 
people at large, not the handful of individuals c o m p o s i n g  

the government, whose interests are worth no more tluU1 
those of any other equally minute portion of the comm011 
mass.

That the use of it, on the part of the English, would 
be good even for themselves, was so far from being a d°' ! 
cided point, that all connexions of the same description 
stood condemned and forbidden, by a memorable clan*® 
of that very act of parliament on which the governm611 
of the East India Company rested, and of which, by con­
sequence, the treaty of Bassein was a flagrant violati011' 
By how many of the Court of Directors, not to speak 0 
other classes of men, it was condemned as injurious 1° 
British interests, we shall afterwards have occasion ^  
observe.1

in lm ' i of the principle of tile extension of the British pow'c i -
the Court of Directors, and by the Parliament, waa much too 1 ,J
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W v ^ ^ r O T E R E S T S  O F  T I I E  M A II R A T T A S . i

fn it^ v ila te v e r  th e  e ffe c ts  in  reg ard  to  th e  E n g lis h , u n le ss  BO O K Y J .
■t appear that the control over the Peshwa and the Mali- c h a p . i x .
ratta states, which was equally the object of ambition to ---------
Sindiah and the Governor-General, would have been at- 1803. 
tended with worse consequences to the Mahrattas, if in 
the hands of Sindiah, than if in the hands of the English, it 
will be difficult to show in what respect the ambition of 
Smdiah was selfish and wicked ; that of the English full 
of magnanimity and virtue. In what respects then were 
the people of the Mahratta states to be the better for the 
control of the English'! Not as regarded oppression at 
the hands of their several and respective governments; 
i°r, in regard to the treatment which those governments 
might, yield to their subjects, the English were ready to 
mud themselves not to interfere; and wo have seen, in the 
case of tho Nabobs of the Carnatic and of Oude, that the 
motives of misrule in the native governments, upheld by 
British power wero not diminished; but increased a 
hundred fold.

the grand benefit hold out by the Governor-General is, 
that the Mahrattas would be withheld from war. But 
'his, if foreign war is meant, the Mahrattas had always 
regarded, and except in a few instances, had always found, 
a smu-ce of benefit, rather than harm. If internal wars 
aro meant, these, it is plain, would be as effectually pre­
sided , if the control of Smdiah, as if that of the Eng-

1 linnSl!'1*1 t0 1,0 of “ y Practical applicability to the mingled character of 
v, IS J“\ 0ccmTences- 11 might have had some credit for benevolence, if there 
Pervnm Y 5,l*,on t0 bel,evo tliat it was prompted, in some degree, by thirty and 

' have v ‘ feeling. It is not entitled to commendation for foresight, as events 
. f‘10Wn it to be idle : and it deserves not the character of wisdom, for it 

f0. nl.r‘ tieoncileable with the whole position of the English in India. The very 
emniv °n °f a r'obtU-al power involved the consequence of extension: ait 
mult ?’ 0IIC0 Panted >'n India, must cither have been soon rooted up, or it 
and t i Ve 001'tinned to grow. The sagacity of Clive foresaw the necessity, 
atj_ . nad told the public that it was impossible to stop. We were in a situ- 
v. ' 1111 which we must either go forw >,rd or backwards; our whole progress 
a M i«e of a£Kr‘";;‘on, and it is much less easy to defend our being in India as 
the ' ltu’nl Power at ali. than to justify our digressing nil the political powc - of 
ProfH°Uu>ry' ()nce tborci as rulers' and princes, it was for the honour and 
t0 , of Great Britain that we should be paramount. It is not necessary here 
it ,ij °cate tho extension of British power as conducive to the benefit of 

What statesman or historian will venture now to affirm that the exten- 
fcvtr* the British Indian empire has not been advantageous to Great Britain.
0o steP of advance made in India h»«s opened new fields to British in- 

• and 2  ’ bas added largely to British capital; lias augmented our population 
tattr« a,lth* and has extended the resources, whilst it has elevated the renu- 

n °f the ruling state.—W.
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* lisli, became complete over all the Mahratta staiejjj/
Xv.M- ca&^ria. Sindiah, had he been as skilful a rhetorician as the Engbs 1

—------rulers, would, as gairislily as they, have described the pre-
1803. venting of internal war, and the union and tranquillity of

the Mahratta powers, as the grand, the patriotic, and 
virtuous aim of all his thoughts, and all his actions.

But this is not all. Not only did Sindiah lose advan­
tages, in respect to a favourite object of ambition, which 
was exactly the same object, by the gaining of which the 
English had deprived him of those advantages ; but, if he 
had been the greatest lover of peace and justice of all the 
princes upon the face of the earth, he would still have had 
the greatest reason to resent the formation of the treaty 
of Bassein, and to resist to the utmost its execution. 
What is that, on the strength of which we have already 
seen the Governor-General boasting of the prodigious 
value of the treaty of Bassein 1 Not the circumstance 
of its having made a dependant of the feeble and degraded 
Peshwa. This in itself was a matter of little importance. 
The treaty, for receiving the British troops, concluded 
with one of the chief Mahratta states, was declared to bo 
valuable, because it afforded a controlling power over all 
the other governments of the Mahratta nation.2 And

1 The benefits of British supremacy, as far as the people of any Indian
are affected, is a very different question from the advantages to Great lintai • 
The results ure of a more mingled nature; many are evil, but the g ° c ’ 
perhaps, predominate, at least we would wish to hope so. In tiiis partieui* 
instance, however, the argument confined to the suppression of internal 
amongst the Mahrattas is easily answered, as it turns upon an impossible t‘‘ 
dition. If the control of Sindiah became as complete over the Mahratta si 
as that of the English, internal wars would be as effectually prevented. 1 jj0 
Sindiah could not acquire such control was clear: lie had tried it and iailed» 
had been baffled by a rivul who commenced his career with seven Jiorse11 
Holkar, at one time little better than a petty freebooter, had driven Sindia 
the Peshwa from Poonah; what guarantee of internal tranquillity corn 
power of Sindiah afford 9—W. _ *« Tf th° ■'

2 The following are some of the Governor-General’s expressions : ,.u,te
negotiation shall prove successful, there is reason to expect that it will p«‘ ■ l(yj 
the complete accomplishment of the general system of defensive all,a‘lnent—'[ 
inducing the other Mahratta powers to concur in the proposed arrange' ^y! 
with a view to avoid the dependent and subordinate condition to whir . „ t 
must be reduced by their exclusion from an alliance of which the °PC'',,si\ o 
with respect to them, must be, to control all ambitious views and agg . tj,e 
designs on their part, without affording to those powers the benefit ^  
general guarantee.” (Narrative, ut supra, p. 10.)—“ The same cony-■> i( nt 
will furnish you with a detail of the negotiations conducted by the Kesn» t()C 
Poonah, under my authority, with the view to the accomplishment 1 ‘ p io 
important object of comprehending the Mahratta states in the general
of defensive alliance with the Honourable Company and its allies, onitjy ,ptT« 
of the treaty concluded with his Highness the Nizam, in the month mic$ 
ItiuO.” (Ibid. 29 ) — •' The Intimato connexion with the Peshwa, on PrUJ
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WiatiggrUeant by a controlling power ? The power, un- BOOK VI. 
doubtedly, of preventing them from doing whatever the cha p . xr.
English government should dislike. But the state, which ---------
is prevented from doing whatever another state dislikes, 18t)3> 
is in reality dependent upon that state ; and can regard 
itself in no other light than that of a vassal. If the loss 
of independence, therefore, is a loss sufficient to summon 
the most pacific prince in the world to arms, Dowlut Rao 
. indiah, and the Raja of Berar, had that motive for offer- 
ln§ resistance to the treaty of Bassein.

I t will not weaken the argument, to say, that the 
Governor-General was deceived in ascribing these wouder- 
iul powers to the treaty of Bassein ; because it was not 
surely unnatural in the Mahratta princes to apprehend 
that which the Governor-General hoped, and to do what 
*ay in their power to prevent it.

It was idle, too, in the Governor-General unless for the 
sake of immediate effect upon the minds of his ministerial 
and directorial masters, to which it was not ill-adapted, to 
declare so often, and with so much emphasis, that Sindiah 
Wniself was unable to show wherein ho was injured by the 
treaty of Bassein, and could not deny that his rights con­
tinued unimpaired. What then 1 Because Sindiah and his 
ministers were far less skilful than the Governor-General 

use of language; had objections to the treaty of 
Bassein which they did not think it politic to acknow­
ledge; knew not how to separate the objections thev might 

from those they did not wish, to avow ; anil agree- 
aljly to the rules of Eastern etiquette, which never in 
general terms condemns, but always approves of, every 
thing proceeding from the will of a superior, did, in general 
courtesy, when urged and importuned upon the subject,
®Ppty a vague negation of injustice to the treaty of Bassein ; 
does that hinder it from being now clearly seen that the 
treaty of Bassein had an operation injurious to that prince,

^ 'd in ted  to secure to him the constant protection of the British arms, could 
H, , i>e formed, without nt the same timo establishing our useendanev in the 
* “hratta empire.” (Ibid. 34,)—in the next pago (3») lie calls it '■ that degree 
j. control and ascendancy, which it must lie our interest to establish in the 
t», flr,lttu st;Uc, and which it is his object to avoid." — “ The i'eshwa is aware 

t,l° permanent establishment of ft British force in the neighbourhood of 
would immedi itcly piace him, in some degree, in a state of de. 

hluuce upon the British power." (Ibid.)

h S ) 3 VfiT
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V'^SSSS^-YI. an operation which the Governor-General regardkdM&tf 
great source of all the good which it was expected to pro- 

---------  duce 11 * * *
1803. One thing, indeed, is to bo considered, that in a great 

part of all that is said by the Governor-General, it is pretty 
distinctly implied that to render the Indian princes depen­
dent upon the British government was not an injury to 
them, but a benefit. If this were allowed to be true; and 
if it were possible, in other indulgences, to make up to a 
prince for the loss of his independence; yet, in such cases, 
the consent of the prince in question would seem a requi­
site, even were his subject people, as they usually are, 
counted for nothing; because, if any ruler, who has the 
power, may proceed to impose by force this kind of benefit 
upon any other ruler at his pleasure, this allegation would 
prove to be neither more nor less than another of the pre­
texts, under which the weak are always exposed to become 
the prey of the strong.

In the only objections which Dowlut Bao Sindia and 
the Raja of Berar explicitly produced to the treaty of 
Bassein, it must be owned they were not very happy- 
Sindiah observed,that he was guarantee of the treaty which 
was in force between the British and Poonah governments 
at the period when the treaty of Bassein was depending- 
And both princes affirmed, that the Peshwa, as a member 
of the Mahratta confederacy, ought not to have concluded 
a treaty but with consent of the leading chiefs of whom 
the confederacy was composed. „

"With regard to the first of these pleas, the answer o 
the Governor-General was conclusive. When a comp'*c 
is formed between two parties, the office and duty 0 
guarantee is, to hinder one of the parties from noglcotlUc.> 
while the other fulfils, the obligations which it impoS ’ - 
He is not vested with a right to hinder them from m J

1 The pains taken in the text to show that Sindiah had reason to beui-~ ^  j,c
with the treaty oi' Bassein are very superfluous. Undoubtedly he ,lttU* 3 ti‘e
was not ihe principal party to be consulted. The question at «s-'ue . 0f tl»e 
restoration of the l’eshwa, the nominal, and until lately, the actual )lC‘| ;l ri.gllt:
Mahratta confederacy. As a former ally, a friendly potentate, h< ‘ #ef0 
to the good offices of the English; he had called for them, anu 
granted on conditions unquestionably beneficial to the English, unci *»)aji<io, r  
tioii, at least, beneficial to the Peshwa. It would have been a base . 
nienr of positive obligations, as well as an improvident rejection 0 ;l i oi >
tnzc.j, to have withheld all assistance from the Peshwa, through 
Sind lull’s displeasure, or apprehension of his power.—W.



x t$ > ^ y ^ a n n u llin g  th e  o b lig a tio n s , i f  b o th  o f  th e m  p lease . BO OK V I 
it  w as n o t  b y  th e  d isso lu tio n  o f  th e  t r e a ty  o f  S a lb y e , n o r  chap. xi.
w his capacity of its guarantee, it was by the formation of --------- '
the treaty of Bassein, and hia capacity of a sovereign 1803. 
prince, that Sindiah was injured, if injured at all. 

l In the answer of the British ruler to the second of those 
Pleas, there is something which will require rather more 
of development. That the Peshwa had a right to con­
clude the treaty of Bassein, without consulting any of the 

ahratta princes, makes a great figure among the argu­
ments of the Governor-General. The idea of a confederacy 
does not imply that a member shall make no separate en­
gagement, only no separate engagement which in any 
lespect affects the confederacy. The Governor-General 
truly affirmed, that there was nothing in the treaty of Bas- 
Sem> which affected the Mahratta confederacy, that is, 
directly ; though it was not less true, that, indirectly, it 
dissolved it. The Governor-General calls the other Mah- 
ratta princes, as distinct from the Peshwa, “ the feudatory 
chieftains of the empire,” though feudality is a sort of 

ondage which never had existence in any part of the 
'v°rH  ^ut ia Europe in the barbarous ages. And under 
,tUs Action, he proceeds so far as to say, “ it may be a 
question, whether the Peshwa, acting in the name and 
aader the ostensible sanction of the nominal head of the 
cuipire; ” (that is, by the right of a gross and violent 

surpation, and in the name of a man whom he kept a de­
graded, wretched, and hopeless prisoner;) “ might not 
c mclude treaties which should be obligatory upon the 
subordinate chiefs and feudatories, without their con­
currence.”

The Governor-General proceeds to speak a more rational 
unguage, in the words which immediately follow. “But,”

Sa}'s he, it would be absurd to regulate any political 
question, by the standard of a constitution, which time 

events have entirely altered or dissolved. The late 
ufiarajak Sindiah and Dowlut Rao Sindiah, have uniformly 

Zeroised the powers of independent dominion — by 
raking war on the neighbouring states, by concluding en- 

^gements with them, and by regulating tlio whole system 
j. Iheir internal administration— without the participa- 
l'l0a> or previous consent of the Peshwa, whose supremacy,

V * v f §  /INTERESTS OE THE MAHRATTAS. U t L j



' ̂ OORjYT however, both Maharajah Sindiah and Dowlut Rao Sindiah 
c h a p . xi. have uniformly acknowledged ; Dowlut llao Sindiah, t  ere
----------  fore, could not—even on the supposed principles oi tne

1803. original constitution — deny the right of the Peshwa ° 
conclude his late engagements with the British government, 
without impeaching the validity of his own proceedings, 
and those of his predecessor. Nor could he — according 
to the more admissible rules, derived from practice and 
prescription —justly refuse to admit the exercise of these 
independent rights of dominion, on the part of the Peshwa, 
which both Sindiah and his predecessor assumed, in a stato 
of acknowledged subordination to his Highness's paramount 

t authority.” 1 _ ,
The observation is emphatically just. I t is the weak­

ness of pedantry, or the villany of imposture, to affect to 
“ regulate any political question by the standard of a con­
stitu tion ;” when, however, the name may remain as it 
was, the thing is wholly or materially altered. And the 
inference is conclusive, that, if Sindiah and his predecessor 
had a right to adopt, without reference to the other states, 
what measures they chose in regard to foreign policy, so 
had the Peshwa ; if it was not unlawful in the Peshwa, it 
had in them been heretofore unlawful. In his anxiety, 
however, to uphold the fiction of a feudal superiority m 
the Peshwa, the Governor-General uses a language almost 
contradictory, when he says, both that Sindiah and his 
predecessor had “ uniformly exercised the powers of indo* 
pendent dominion,’1 and that they had “ uniformly acknow­
ledged the supremacy of the Peshwa: ” the uniform exercise 
of the powers of independent dominion is the negation or 
all external supremacy. Besides, the word supremacy 13 
a great deal too strong to express the sort of relation whicn 
the Peshwa ever bore to the rest of the Mahratta rulerS‘ 
I t  imports, as borrowed from European affairs, a combina­
tion of ideas, which represents not any thing which evel 
existed in India; and, if employed as an accurate rep1® 
sentation of any thing which ever existed in India, is °u ^ 
calculated to mislead. .

I t is curious to observe with what assurance * 
Governor-General makes, and repeats again and agalU’

1 G overnor-G eneral1.* N arra tiv e , u t  su p ra . lM d. p. 319. Also the  GoVcrI[o9 , 
G eneral’s  in structions to  th e  R esid en t w ith  D ow lu t itao  S ind iah . Ib id- P*
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. af.!3ffi>tion, that “ the treaty of Bassein not only offers BO O K V I. 
no injury to the independence of the feudatory Mahratta chap, si.’
cuiefs ; but expressly provides additional security for it.”1 ---------
t  h e t r e a ty  w as so  w ord ed , a s  n o t, in  i t s  te r m s , to  c o n tr a -  1803.
®ct such an assertion. But what sort of a conduct is 
this? Does it justify the attempt to pass upon the 
oehef of other men a proposition, if it is true only in 
sound, how great soever the difference between the sound 
and the substance ?

The only article of the treaty of Bassein, which referred 
directly to the other states, was the 12tli; according to 
Which the Peshwa bound himself to make no war upon 
other states, and to submit all his differences with them 
to the English government. And to this it is that the 
Governor-General iu his said declarations refers. But 
what was this except transferring the power of attempting 
to subvert the independence of the “ feudatory Mahratta 
chiefs” from tho Teshwa whom they did not fear, to the 
■English whom they excessively feared ? In this manner 
n  was, that the treaty of Bassein afforded additional 
security for their independence ?

But let us pass from the question, whether the Mahratta 
wets had or had not just reason for resonting the treaty 
1 Bassein: and let us consider tho question of English 
nterests naked, and by itself. What benefits to that 

Peoplo was it calculated to yield? And those benefits,
ere they an equivalent- for the evils which, as it did 

Produce them, so it ought to have been expected to 
Produce ?
. 11,6 Governor-General’s own opinion of the good things 
ukely to flow from the treaty of Bassein, is adumbrated 
in a great variety of general phrases, though they are ex­
hibited nowhere in very distinct enumeration. We shall 
atWuce a specimen of the more remarkable of his forms of 
expression, and endeavour, with as much precision as 
Possible, to ascertain the particulars at which they 
Point. }

“ The stipulations of tho treaty of Bassein have been 
ramed exclusively with a view to maintain tho general

too r„0r.*;'” s specim en, see G overnor-G eneral's N arra tiv e . Ib id . p. g \g . g eo 
-a ’ J in . Also his instructions to the  R esident, a t  supra, p. 129 ■ a,,,i . i J  

2fith Septem ber, 1803, com m encing Ib id . p. 189.
VOL VI. Y
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V,A ^ ® K /y y  tranquillity of India, by in-eventing the destruetlonyl ^ S  
Peshwa’s power, and by securing his just rights ffotn

1803. “ The object of Lord. Wellesley’s policy is to establish a
permanent foundation of general tranquillity in India, by 
securing to every state the free enjoyment of its just 
rights and independence, and by frustrating every project, 
calculated to disturb the possessions, or to violate the 
rights of the established powers of Hindustan, or of the 
Deccan.” 2

“ Every principle of true policy demands, that no ertoiv 
should be omitted by the British government to establish 
a permanent foundation of general tranquillity in India, by 
securing to every state the free enjoyment of its jus 
rights and independence, and by frustrating every project, 
calculated to disturb the possessions, or to violate the 
rights, of the established powers of Hindustan, and ot
the Deccan.” 3 _ . ,

«The conclusion of the treaty of Bassein promises to 
establish the British interests in the Maliratta empire, on 
the most solid and durable foundations ; to afford addi­
tional security for the permanent tranquillity and pro­
sperity of the British dominions in India, and to effectually 
exclude the interests and influence of France from the 
Mahratta empire.” *

The object of the Governor-General, as ho himself >s 
fond of describing it, was, “ A system of general defensive 
alliance between the British power and the several states 
of Hindustan.” 5 This was indeed a great and operose 
scheme of policy. Equally great, however, were theenec s 
which the Governor-General expected from i t ; pernianen 
tranquillity, as he thus declares, aud justice, over the who 
of India. .. . „

When the Governor-General, however, after ascrl 1 
these grand effects to tho consummation of his propos 
alliance, not with one, but with all, or most of tho lea< !,jo 
states of India, proceeds, in the warmth of his min( >

* G overnor-G eneral's N arrativ e . Ib id . p. 312. "Ibid.
3 Ibid. p. 303. 4 Ib id . P - 3 , f ' Hong to
5 instructions to  Colonel Collins. Ibid. p. 8. See, too, bis ,n ‘ . r* ^  4q« & 

the  liesident at. Poonah, 22ml of N ovem ber, 1802, w here he d esen re  ^  „f 
plan “  to combine the  principal powers o f H industan  in a  general A ral’s 
defensive alliance and  g u a ra n te e .1' Ib id . p . 65. See also Governor- 
N arrative, Ibid. p . 30V..
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■ Go$ X

O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R -G E N E R A L . J

a ll to  th e  s in g le  tr e a ty  w ith  th e  P esh w a, w e BOOK V I

c a t i , - 7 “f P îa c tf nS a  v ery  o rd in a ry  fa lla cy , th a t  is , p r e d i- chap. ' ,
o f  th e  I a ,p a rt’ 'T | a *  ou£ h t  to  liav e  b e en  p red ica ted  o n ly  ------------ -
constitute0 6 ’ ^  lfI *Jeca|1f 3 the head, limbs, and trunk, 1803.
f o o t “ 7  l t 8 h ? Uld b e  a ffirm ed  th a t  t h e  h u m an  m o t is  a  ra t io n a l a n im a l

th a t  t h e ™  bea;  , * ? .b e  a ® rn le d > in  a  d is t in c t  p ro p o sitio n ,
P e sh w i ! , ad i l t ! 0I\ ° f  th e  ln co n sid era b le  p o w er o f  th e  
a n d b s o fo t°  6 B n t ' f h  g o v e rn m e n t s u c h  a  co m m an d in g  

j u s t i S  S i  t v ° 'VOr, r  ° VeL In d ia  M  ev ery  w h ere  to  se c u re  
obedience t  .™n q m lb ty  ; th a t  ls> to  co m p el u n d e v ia tin g  

^ n t o n  i t  l r e T  ° “  ? - e r n -

t h J S h ’ ^  “  Wel;° aIl0Wef1’ fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  a rg u m e n t, 
i t  fo llo w  ?  P+ru P0Sltl0D  W ere 0 ap ab le  o f  beiD S  m a in ta in e d , 
q u iie d  t  w  n  0  treueral s y s te ra  o f  aU lan ce w as r e ­
e f  th e  e ! f  r a r ce  W ith  th e  P e sh w a alou e’ e x c lu s iv e  
th a t  1  t h e  In d ia n  p r in c e s , a cc o m p lis h e d  s im p ly  a ll

an d  C b l T  t0i ^  a °,corfll,lis h e d > b ?  th e  im m e n se , 
w ith  aU t h !  ’ a n d C ° 7mpJ 10ated  m a c llin e r y  o f  a ll ia n c e s

v ern o i i t  . a? 1' " 0 6 8 / 11 ^  W h *  t h e u - did the < * > -r i je n e i a l  a im  a t  a n y  m o re  ?

G c n e r a l t 8011^ 16’, h ? T 8TOr' to  su p p o se, t h a t  t h e  G o v e m o r-

n a m % t w ! V Wht h 6  80 0 t n t e l l s  US t b a t  b e  m ea n s,
* > d e i  i  16 albanC e W lth  P e sh w a  w as to  b e  co n - 
o n lv  in  so  r b ° ,d  fu J dl th e  h o p es  w h ich  h e  h e ld  fo r th , 

a iice s  f r „ n f j i f 8  lfc ■ KU a  te u d e n o y  to  p ro d u ce  o th e r  a l l i -  
e r e a t t : ? , th e U m r 0 t w M ch ’ aI1 ta k e n  to g e th e r , th o s e  

B u t  i m ig ,l t  b e  e x P eoteil  to  proceed .
P e s h w , + a t  t,eu d eu °y> th eD > h ad  th e  a llia n e e  w ith  th e  
W e n t 0  p io d n co  o th e r  a llia n c e s  o f  t h e  s a m e  d e s c r ip tio n  ?

G en era l Seen ’ a ,re a d y ’ in  w b a t m a n n e r  th e  G o v e rn o r- 
th e m  m}Kl b ' S a g e n ts  suPJ,oseJ< th a t  i t  w ould p ro d u ce  
p ow er ■ ■' s n P P °se d  th a t  11 w ould p la ce  th e  B r i t i s h
r a tt- 10 a  ® itu atio n  to  co e rce  c o m p le te ly  th e  o th e r  M a h -  
o0 llrs  SoI e r c ig u s  ; th a t  is , to  r e s tr a in  th e m  fro m  e v e ry  
d i8 ' 0 o f  a c t io n  o f  w h ich  th e  B r i t is h  g o v e rn m e n t sh o u ld  
c o g /  .Pr° Ve 1 a n d  th a t  th e  M a h r a tta  s o v e re ig n s , s e e in g  t h e  

b e n o ^ ? 11 unaw °idablG , w ould ch o o se  c o e rc io n  w ith  t h e  
th e n , ° n  h a v in g  t h e  B r i t i s h  g o v e rn m e n t b o u n d  to  d e fe n d  

> la t h e r  th a n  c o e rc io n  d e ta ch e d  fro m  t h a t  b e n e f it , 

p e r ie n c e , in  a  v e ry  s h o r t  t im e , d e m o n s tra te d  t h e



lacy of these expectations. The treaty with thJSfSlEJI 
x^cHAPpci. did not produce an alliance with any other of the Mali-

— -----  ratta states whatsoever. I t did not produce the tranquil-
1803. j i ty  0f ap  India. I t produced one of the most widely

extended wars which India had ever seen. If this war 
reduced the Mahratta princes to the necessity of submit­
ting to the will of the conqueror, it was not the alliance 
with the Peshwa, but the wrar, by which that submission 
was produced ; an effect which the same cause might hare 
equally secured, if the treaty of Bassein had never ex­
isted. If it be said, that the treaty of Bassein produced 
the effects which the Governor-General applauds, by pro­
ducing at any rate the war out of which they flowed , 
what is this, but to say, that the treaty of Bassein was 
good, only as creating a pretext for war; and that it was 
fit and proper to be made, for the mere purpose of creating 
it? But to perform a public act, with an intention to 
produce a war, is purposely to be the author of the war, 
only with a machination contrived to impose a contrary, 
that is, a wrong belief, upon the world.

The good things derived from the treaty of Bassein, 
must, then, be regarded as all summed up in these two 
effects ; first, the war with the Mahratta chiefs ; and, se­
condly, the means which it contributed to the success or 
the war. As to the war, if that was a good thing, lb 
might have been easily produced without the treaty 0 
Bassein. Therefore the treaty of Bassein deserves bu 
little admiration or applause upon that account. As to 
the other question ; namely, in what proportion it contri­
buted to the success of the war, the Governor-GeJie' '1 
presents an answer on which he appears to lay the grea 
stress. The treaty of Bassein was a contrivance to Pr®' \  
the union of the Mahratta states. I t is necessary, thel 
fore, to inquire, how far the truth of this allegation e
tends. ^, llic

The treaty of Bassein was calculated to witlihoi ^  
Peslnva from any confederacy hostile to the Engl's • 
was so far from calculated to prevent, that it was c ^  
lated to produce, a confederacy hostile to the Engbh 
all the rest of the Mahratta states. j  ;

A very limited question thus remains to be ansW 
namely, how much the chance of the accession 0
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add to  th e  d an g ers a r is in g  fro m  th e  ch a n c e  BOOK V I.
?, a eonfederacy, hostile to the English, among the other chap. xi.
Mahratta states ; and how much would those dangers be ---------
lessened, by the certainty of his absence 1 The item in 1803.

6 acc°nnt, it is evident, is the power of the Peshwa; 
aud, that being remarkably small, as the danger of a con- 
ederacy could not be greatly augmented by its presence, 

so it could not be greatly diminished by the reverse.
There is, however, a view of the danger, which is drawn 

•y the Governor-General, in very frightful colours. He 
that either Sindiah or Holkar must have prevailed 

m the contest subsisting between them at the time when 
the treaty of Bassein was framed ; that the successful 
Prince, whoever it was, would have engrossed the power 
of the Peshwa ; would thence have become too powerful 
to be resisted by any of the other Mahratta princes ;
Would of course have subdued them all; and, uniting under 
"is sceptre the whole power of the Mahratta nation, would 
lave become a dangerous neighbour to the British state, 
drum this danger it was delivered by the treaty of Bas- 
aem.

To make of this an argument in favour of the treaty of 
Eassein, two things must be allowed: it must be allowed 
bat the danger held forth was such as it is represented ; 

and it must be allowed that there was no better method 
o averting that danger. Both may be disputed. First, 
jt is by no means certain, that the Mahratta state would 
iave assumed a shape more formidable to the English, had 
te contending princes been left to themselves. It is not 

®V0U probable. The probability is, that Biudiali and Hol- 
'•®r> “either being ablo to succeed to the extent of his 

wishes, would have been obliged to compromise their dif- 
lerences ; and the Peshwa might have acquired rather 
more of power and independence, than he had previously 
““joyed. But if Sindiak prevailed ; as the greater power 
°i that chieftain rendered it probable, if any of them pre­
vailed, that he would be the successful contender ; in what 
respect would his power be greater, than it was before 
Holkar appeared 1 At that time, he was master of the 
Teshwa ; and yet so little had he increased his strength, 
that a mere adventurer was able in a few years to raise 
au Mmy, an army against which ho found it diflieult to

\  OF THE TREATY OF BASSEIN. ,



BOOK VI. contend. Sindiali possessed not talents to bind togetherTfrtr 
parts of an extensive dominion, as discordant as those of

---------  a Mahratta empire; and had he united the llolkar pos-
1803. s e ss io n s , a n d  ev e n  th o s e  o f  th e  P esh w a, to  h is  ow n, h o  

w ou ld  h a v e  d im in is h e d , r a t h e r  th a n  in c re a s e d , h is  e ffic ie n t 
p o w er. E x p e r ie n c e  show’ed  t h a t  b y  th e  a t te n t io n  h e  w as 
o b lig e d  to  b e s to w  in  h o ld in g  in  o b e d ie n ce  th e  P e s h w a  s 
d o m in io n s  in  t h e  s o u th , h is  a u th o r ity  b e c a m e  l i t t l e  m o re  
t h a n  n o m in a l, o v e r  h is  o w n  in  th e  n o r th .

I t  would be tedious to run over all the possible shapes 
into which, if left to themselves, the Mahratta states 
might then have fallen ; but it may safely be affirmed that 
no shape which they had any chance to assume would have 
been so formidable to the English, as that into which they 
were thrown by the treaty of Bassein.

But if the reality of the danger, which the Governor- 
General thought he foresaw, were as well proved as it 
appears to stand unsupported by proof, it would still 
remain to inquire whether it might not have been averted 
by other and better means, than the treaty of Bassein. 
Had the mind of the Governor-General not been imperi­
ously guided by his passion for “ the system of general 
defensive alliance between the British power, and the se­
veral states of Hindustan,” he might have interposed, 
with so much effect, in the character of an arbitrator, as 
to establish a balance in the Mahratta empire ; and a 
balance, which it would have been easy for the British 
government to keep perpetually trimmed, He might have 
so terminated the subsisting disputes, as to make the 
power of Sindiah, of the Peshwa, Holkar, and the Raja of 
Berar, nearly equal. In tho contests which would of 
course prevail among them, the British government, by 
always showing itself disposed to succour the weakest 
party, might have possessed a pretty complete security 
for maintaining the Mahratta empire, if there was any use 
in such a care, in the shape which it had thus been inten­
tionally made to assume. Not only did the power of 
British state enable it  to interpose with a weight which 
none of the parties would have been easily induced to 
resis t; but such was in fact the state and disposition of 
tue parties, that they all appealed eagerly to the British 
government, and most earnestly solicited its interference.
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(if vfiT
\- \  ®HwATTA WAR CAUSED BY THE TREATY. J

.Governor-General, by rushing, with eyes fixed on BOOK Yl. 
nothing but the beauties of his “ defensive system,” to c h a p . xi.
the conclusion of a treaty which gave to the British the ----------
government in fact of one member of the Mahratta state, 1803. 
and threatened in a most alarming manner the independ- 
once of all the rest, sacrificed the high advantage of 
acting as a mediator among the Mahratta princes, and 
created a confederacy which hardly auy other combination 
of circumstances could have produced.

The Governor-General ascribes to the treaty of Basseiu 
only one other advantage, of the importance of which it 
seems desirable that an estimate should be made; namely, 

destruction of the French influence in the Mahratta 
state. In the first place, it was not the treaty of Basseiu 
by which that destruction was produced ; it was the war 
with Sindiah ; and a war with Sindiah, if it had been 
Worth a war, would have produced it without the treaty 
°f Bassein. But, though what the treaty of Bassein did 
not produce was the destruction of the French influence, 
what the treaty of Bassein did produce was the union of 
Sindiah with the Raja of Berar, and the necessity, in order 
bo accomplish that destruction, of vanquishing both of 
those princes together, instead of one.

-I he Governor-General, as suited his argument, and 
Probably at that time his state of mind, represents the 
danger from French influence as prodigiously great. Not 
°uly does ho affirm the power possessed by the French 
officers in the service of Sindiah, to have been highly 
alarming to the British government; but he holds it out 

probable, that some of the contending parties in the 
Mahratta state would have solicited the aid of the French 
government, have received a French army from Europe, 
have prevailed over all its opponents, and so have estab­
lished a great Mahratta empire, supported and governed 
by the French. Upon this theory of evil it will probably 
hot be expected that I should bestow many words.

The influence of the French with Sindiah was at this 
time so far from great, that it was completely undermined, 
aild tottering to its fall. So well aware of this was Per- 
fhh, the officer at the head of the French party, that he 
bad already intimated to the English an intention, which 
be soon after fulfilled, of withdrawing himself from the
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Mahratta service. Not only Sindiah, but all his duels, 
^ -c io tkx i. had become jealous of the French to the highest degree.

---------  I t  was known to the English, that he meditated, and had
1803. already begun, a reduction of their power ; 1 the English 

found, at the end of the war, that, instead of objecting to 
the condition which they proposed to him, of excluding 
the French from his service, he was eager to close with 
i t ; and there seems little room for doubt, that if the 
treaty of Bassein had not been concluded, the Governor- 
General might, if he chose, have made an arrangement 
with Sindiah for discharging the French, without the 
lamentable expense of war.2

But if the condition and influence of the French officers 
had much more nearly corresponded with the apprehen­
sions of the Governor-General, it is high time that a more 
sober estimate of the danger, than hitherto they have 
been accustomed to make, should be suggested to him 
and to his countrymen. If the assertion were marie, that 
it would not bo in the power of the French officers to 
render Sindiah, or any native power, much more formidable 
than it would be without them, it would not be easy to 
refute that opinion. What renders the native sovereigns 
weak, is less the badness of their military officers, than 
the badness of their governments; and, under such go­
vernments, no officers can bo very instrumental in the 
creation of strength. If the commanding officer has not 
land assigned for the maintenance of his troops, he is 
always without resources: if he has laud he becomes a 
civil ru ler; and the multiplicity and extreme difficulty 
of his civil functions leave little of his time for military 
cares. Besides, he has then an interest in peace ; both 
because his country yields most when he is most attentive 
to it, and because his troops arc more easily maintained 
at home than in the field. In the next place, to form a
right judgment on this important subject, it is necessary
duly to consider how many powerful causes must all 
united, all operate in conjunction, to produce an effici011 
and formidable army. Of these, some of the most i® ' *

* Col. Culllns’8 D espatch. Ibid. p. 17,18. ,nt
2 The Governor-G eneral him self was of th is  opinion, w hen he ^ rS, , n0t  

Colonel Collins to  the c:imp of S indiah, w ith iui expectation th a t he would j 
only dismiss the F rench  officers, but accep t the  English subsidiary force ; 
ls ’ give up his m ilitary  pow er e n tire ly  to th e  English.
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P o r ta n t  a re  in cap ab le  o f  e x is t in g  in  th e  a rm ie s  o fficered  BOOK V I. 
h y ^S ttrO p ean s in  th e  se rv ic e  o f  th e  n a tiv e  p r in c e s  o f  chap. x i.
India. Allowing, what never would happen, that the ---------
physical requisites of an army were all provided, and ISOS, 
bearing in mind that all the efficiency of these requisites 
depends upon the sort of machine which the officers, 
considered as an organized body, compose, the reader will 
easily perceive, that of the causes necessary to render 
that machine a good one, some of the most important 
cannot, in the circumstances we are contemplating, ever 
be found. To give to a body of men, that most peculiar, 
that highly artificial, mid, when contemplated by itself, 
m°st extraordinary turn of mind, which is necessary to 
convert them into an organ of life, of unity, of order, of 
action, and energy, to the animate and inanimate mate­
rials of an army, requires the utmost force of the legal 
and popular sanctions combined. But neither the legal 
nor the popular sanction can be made to operate with 
any considerable force upon Frenchmen, in such a situa­
tion as that of officers in the army of an Indian Prince.
What is there, in such a situation, to restrain the opera­
tion of private views, arising from the love of money, or 
the love of power, from pique, from joalousy, from envy, 
d°m  sloth, and the many thousand causes, which are 
always producing opposition among men when they are 

under the operation of the strongest motives to resist 
hem 1 Under a European government, it is not the 

power of the General, which produces that unity of will 
by which an army is animated. In general, his power 
Would be far from adequate to so extraordinary an effect.
Ihe whole power of government, operating with unlimited 
command over the means both of reward and punishment;
Ihe whole foroe of the popular sanction, holding forth the 
hatred and contempt, or the love and admiration, of those 
among whom he is to spend his days, as the portion of 
every man who conforms, or does not conform, to what 
Iis expected of men in his situation, are not only added 
1° the authority of the General, but, so difficult is the 
effect accounted, that, oven when all these forces, operat­
e s  together, produce it to any considerable degree, the 
World thinks that it never can express sufficient admira­
tion, never bestow a sufficient portion of applause. Which
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those great, and indispensable powers, had anyeftsP 
^^SnSR-ia. ence in the case of Perron, or any other officer, in a similar

---------  case ? Upon his officers, it is plain, the popular or moral
180S- sanction had no means of operation. What cared they, 

what should be thought of them by the people of Sindiah’s 
court or kingdom, as soon as it was more agreeable for 
them to be gone than to remain ? What cared they for 
his punishments, when they had it in their power to make 
their escape from his dominions ? A body of officers, in 
such a situation, is a rope of sand. The General who 
leads them is their slave ; because he can retain their 
service only by pleasing them : he can seldom please ono 
set of them, without displeasing another: and he dares 
not restrain their excesses ; which produce two deplorable 
effects, the unavoidable loss of discipline, and the hatred, 
wherever he advances, of the people whom he is unable 
to protect. The chances, therefore, are innumerable, 
against the event, that an army, officered as that of Sin- 
diah by Frenchmen, should ever become formidable to one 
officered as that of the British in India.

Of this truth, the Governor-General himself appears 
to have been not altogether unapprized. The evidence is 
exhibited in the instructions which he issued to the Corn- 
mander-in-Chief, at the commencement of the war, for 
holding out to the French officers inducements to abandon 
the service of Sindiah ; and in the hopes which he enter­
tained that those invitations would produce their effect.  ̂
I t  is exhibited also in the declarations which he makes ot 
the acquiescence with which, in several states of circum­
stances, he would have beheld the continuance of the 
French officers in the service of Sindiah. Thus, the Go­
vernor-General, when he conceived suspicions that t 
Peshwa, even subsequent to his flight from Poonah, wo 
refuse to execute his engagements for receiving the ne 
lisb mercenary force, declared that be would not attemp^ 
compulsion, nor risk a war with a combination 01 
Mahratta powers, even for the mighty benefits o 
treaty of Bassein.2 Again, when he despaired of induci b 
Sindiah to accede to the terms of bis defensive alliance, 
assured him, that the English government would 8 1

' See papers of Instructions. Ibid. p. 156, &c.
2 Papers on the Mahratta War, ut supra, p. 68.
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I  f # H ^ ^ 0 V ERN0R-GENEEAL’S BEPOKTS. I Q I

\  with him the relations of amity and peace, BoJl&Mi—̂
^W^tpdjVo did not resist the treaty of Bassein, or in- c h a p . x i .
-imge-the rights of any British ally.1 In other words, ------ —
had the Peshwa not agreed to put his military power into 1 8 0 3 .

e hands of the English, the Governor-General would 
lave quietly beheld the whole of the Mahratta states, 

kindiah’s Frenchmen and all, existing in their usual inde­
pendence and turbuleuce, rather than incur the evils of 
11 war for the sake of producing a change ; and had Sindiah 
hot assumed an attitude which implied a determination 
0 lesist the treaty of Bassein, the Governor-General would 

hot have made war upon him, in order to effect the de­
struction of his European force; a war which, nevertheless, 
had that destruction been essential to the security of the 
^tate which he ruled, it would have been incumbent upon 
him to make.2

As to the chance of the arrival of a French army from 
Europe, a chance which the Governor-General represents 
hs most formidable, how that was diminished by the 
reaty 0f Bassein, it is not easy to perceive. If anything 

v,’aa likely to induce Sindiah and the llaja of Berar to seek 
assistanco from an army of Frenchmen, of whom they 
Wue jealous oidy somewhat less than they were of the 

hglish, it was the treaty of Bassein. If it be said, that 
10 reduction which was effected of the power of Sindiah 

Would have deprived a French army of the assistance to 
Which it might otherwise have looked, it was the war, by

! JE 'cni or-General's letter to Sindiah, Ibid. p. 134, also 129. 
he I, , 11 ti,e Governor-General, it may lie further observed, tells Sindiah, that 
11 nil not t!le bo-ois of defending himself against t ire miserable power of 
his h 1 Bbid. 1’- 13b 133,) he surely made a very small account of l'erron and 

8 battalions. It has been given, In parliament, us the opinion of two men, 
j. \  nl“  to agree oil disputable ground, of both Hastings and Francis, that 

“G'bc.m officers, und disciplined battalions, were to the native princes, espe- 
, a -v the Miihrattas, a source of weakness, not of strength, who, though 
ortnidable by their Irregular warfare, could not be so in a pitched battle. See 
ieport of the debate, on the state of aftairs in India, 3th of April, 1803. It was 

. '" ‘■inert on that occasion by Mr. Francis, that after the minutest Investigation, 
oe found there were not more than twelve French officers in the whole 
-*aliratta service. And it is worthy of remark, that no specific statement of the 

umber, nothing but large general expressions, is given by the Indian govom- 
nent. Francis,' moreover, affirms, that of the force under the command of 
.,o-rron* tile greater part were ordinary Mahratta troops; but a small porUou 
““Jeered by Europeans, or disciplined in the European manner.—M. 
oft?1 18 ve,‘y certain that Mr. Francis's information was incorrect. Forty 
bra t 1?' British subjects, serving in Perron’s brigades, left the service on the 
. caking „ut „f (|,e war, und were pensioned. There wore as many more 

wnchmcn and foreigners. Sketch ol Native Corps, CO.—W.



X ^tiO K ^yW hich this effect was produced, not the treaty of TiasSfim 
^clyjgixi; This is another argument which proves that the treaty of

---------- Bassein was good only as furnishing a pretext for the war
1803. with Sindiah and Berar.

Had Englishmen been capable of forming a sober esti­
mate of the circumstances of France, at that time in a 
situation' very little calculated for sending an army to 
India, the value attached to this contingency would not 
have been great. Neither would it be easy to show, that 
her chances of success, had France conducted an army 
to India, would not have been fully as great, at the close 
of the Mahratta war, as before. A prospect of deliverance 
from the English would probably have roused the whole 
Mahratta nation, then peculiarly exasperated, to have joined 
the invaders. As for the loss of Sindiah’s French officers, 
it would have been easy to supply their place, and to 
incorporate with the European battalions as many native 
troops as their funds could maintain. In regard to pecu­
niary supply, Sindiah could not be less capable of aiding 
them after tho war than before. He was totally incapable 
at both times.

Tho Governor-General not only made a very high esti­
mate of the advantages arising from the treaty"of Bassein: 
he had a contrivance for making a very low estimate of 
the expense which it produced. I t produced, indeed, a 
war, which laid upon the East India Company a frightful 
load of debt. But the contending armies of Sindiah and 
Holkar could not, the Governor-General informs us, have 
been kept in the field, without ravaging tho territories of 
the English and the Nizam; and to stand protected against 
this danger, armies must have been placed on the frontiers, 
which would have cost nearly as .much as the war. This 
is one of those vague assertions, which, without much 
regard to their foundation, arc so often hazarded, when 
they arc required to serve a particular purpose, but which 
answer that purpose only so long as they are looked at 
with a distant and a careless eye. In the present case, 
it may be safely affirmed, that all the expense which a 
plan of defence required would have been tho merest trifle 
m comparison with the enormous expenditure of the war. 
That much would have been required for defence, is fully 
contradicted by the Governor-General himself; who con-
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his belief, that the treaty of Bassein, BOOR VI 
a«ttpYa>iflarmiug and odious to Sindiah and Holkar, would cu \e xi- 
yet be unable to move them to hostilities, because they 
huew their own weakness, and the dreadful consequences 1803. 
of a war with the British power. If for the mighty 
interests, placed at stake by the treaty of Bassein, it was 
yet mqn'obable they would dare to provoke the British 
anger, it was next to a certainty, that they would be 
careful not to provoke it for the sake of a little plunder.

do have placed the subsidiary force with the Nizam 
upon his frontier, and to have increased to the necessary 
extent the troops stationed in Mysore, presented but little 
Remand for expenditure, beyond what the maintenance 
°f that portion of the army would have required in any 
ether station. If  some little expense must have attended 
tnese movements, it would be absurd to speak of it coolly 
?? to be compared with the huge expenditure of the 
Mahratta war.

Wo are now then prepared to exhibit, in a few words, 
he statement of profit and loss by the treaty of Bassein.
V llat "’as gained by it was, the dependence of the Peshwa, 

and nothing m ore: what was lost by it was, all that was 
•°8 )y the Mahratta war. The loss by the Mahratta war 
8 t “° excess of what it produced in evil above what it 

produced in good. Of the good and the evil which was 
Produced by the Mahratta war, nothing can be spoken 

‘th  precision, till it is known what they are. An account, 
herefore, of the events, and of the results of the war, 
nl usefully precede the portion which remains of the 

mquiry into the nature and effects of the treaty of 
■Bassein.

h“™ fully exposed tile fallacy and nflfldniess of the assertions in tile 
bn* would have been necessary to have followed it almost phrase byphrase; 
liac 1 ■ would have involved a prolixity equally tedious. In addition to what 
e \!  J^peded, therefore, it will be sufficient to point out a few' of the leading 
^’^I'bflcations of want of candour or correctness, as far as they can be ex- 
4 from a very discursive and prolonged scries of cavils. In profeasing to 

the question of English interests, ‘naked’ as the writer expr >sses it, 
le*lUr*d hy tl,e treaty of Bassein, he docs little more than strain Lord Wel- 
« .r , *v 3 vague phraseology to conclusions to which it was not intended to lead 
frm, 8tiPulations of the treaty of Bassein,” says Lord Wellesley, “ have k  u 

anieu exclusively to maintain the general tranquillity of India, bv preventing 
W.ni tructiGn of the Peshwa’s power.” Therefore, argues the author, Lord 
ah Jh c*v either mistook a part for the whoie, and identified the Peshwa with 
L,*]!0 Powers of India, or ho concluded that the Peshwa’s aid was to give the 
q Mish the power of controlling or coercing all the rest. Now the Governor- 

“Aral’s object, although he does not always very guardedly express :t, is

(* M i l  # /M A T E BY THE GOVERNOR-GENE HAL. w l 3



\ /B ^ O T v  r f y .  clearly the annunciation of a system, not of a particular case. A system of 
general defensive alliance between the British power and the several states of 

CHAP. XI. Hindustan. The policy and practicability of such a system may require inves-
--------- — tigation; but it is an unworthy occupation to squabble about words, and for a

18(1!1 loose phrase or two to fix upon Lord Wellesley the absurdity of confounding 
u * the Peshwa with all the states of Hindustan.

The alliance with the Peshwa did not, it is urged, produce a general de­
fensive alliance—it produced war; therefore a war was the good thing 
realized for the British by the treaty of Basscin. But war, as has been ob­
served, was not the necessary, it was only a contingent consequence of that 
treaty, and one regarded as improbable. It was a contingency too, worth 
risking for the establishment of a controlling authority at Peonah, by which an 
accession of territory was obtained, means of enlarging our military resources 
acquired, chance of annoyance from foreign foes obviated, and the dominions 
of the British and the Nizam placed in a position of improved security and 
strength. These were solid advantages, and that they were worth fighting for 
was proved by the result, as they were not only preserved, but were largely 
extended at the termination of the war. So far, therefore, it may be admitted 
that the war was not a bad tiling, but it was not the proposed nor the neces- 

, sary consequence of the Treaty of Bassein. That in the war which ensued, it 
was an advantage to have the amity instead of the enmity of the Peshwa, no 
one but our author could seriously have questioned. That the Mahratta con­
federacy, concentrated under one powerful head, would have been a dangerous 
neighbour, is undeniable, although we may admit there was little probabi it} 
of any such consolidation, And the benefits expected from the pacific media­
tion of the British power, between the Mahratta states, are controverted ny 
fact and likelihood. What had been the result of a pacific mediation between 
the Mahrattas and the Nizam ? The almost extermination of the latter. Nt 
interposition but that of force could have been of the slightest efficacy. “  nia> 
reasonably be doubted if the British Government, by always showing 
disposed to succour the weakest party, would have been less mixed up with 
Mahratta politics, would have incurred less trouble and cost, would less 
as. uredly have engrossed the whole military control of the country, than by 
the Governor-General’s system of subsidiary alliances.

The apprehension expressed by the Governor-General of the French in the 
Mahratta sendee, may have been exaggerated, but the hostilities that followed 
showed that the danger, although not such as to have authorized a war, ot 
which the sole object should have been its removal, wa!s not imaginary. The 
force under General Perron was numerous and well organized, and other dis­
ciplined brigades, even without their European officers, were far from being 
insignificant opponei ts in more than one engagement. Whatever may have 
been the probability of succours from Europe, it was infinitely diminished by 
the Treaty of Bassein, which placed the maritime provinces of the Feshwa, 
and the subordinate chiefs who were faithful to him. under British military 
control. That aggressions against the territories of the Company and the 
Nizam would have occurred, is exceedingly probable, and the means of guard­
ing against them might have been less simple than the text supposes; at any 
rate, it was a contingency against which it was incumbent effectually to Pr0'  
vide, and this provision involved a certain expenditure, as well as a precarious 
state of relations to which it could not be expected that any government o 
character would long submit. * .

In conclusion, it is said, that nothing was gained by the treaty of Basse,n 
but the dependence of the Peshwa, and all that was lost by the war was ^ 'c 
by the treaty. It will be seen, that very great advantages were gained by t* 
w ar: the immediate gain was also much more than the dependence of ti 
Peshwa. An advance was made in the extension of the British power, n 
only of immense magnitude in itself, but fertile in consequences the n'o<t n 
mentous to our dominions in India. As these results were not fully fore.v'^  ̂
they form no part of the merit of those by whom the ground was prepared _ 
them, but they establish a balance of advantage which is fairly to bo tak 
into account in estimating the consequences of the Mahratta war. We 1TVg 
reply confidently, then, to the two questions of our author, — first, that t 
tn aiv of Bassein did not create the necessity although it involved the 
tmgcncy of w ar; and, secondly, that the advantages realized by the treay 
were not only of sufficient value to render the contingency worth hazardd>b>
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\- \  WAR WITH THE MAHRATTAS. ' n »  ,\  4 \  ifww /   ̂ ^  J
p-t^b^y. ̂ ant^Miot have been declined upon the plea of such a contingency, in BOOK VI. 
JUstfce-oi'-vvffh honour.

'Hie prospect of the war with Sindiah and the Raja of Berar, was contera- CHAP. x i.
l'lated with uneasiness by the authorities in England; and pending instruc- ------------
hons from the Select Committee, Lord Castloreagh addressed to the Marquis iso °
'• ellesley the views which lie had been led to entertain, in the form of distinct 10
,,0tes. Although much that is remarked in these notes is just, yet the con- 
cmslon is the recommendation of a line of policy which would have led to the 
®a,1ie consequences. It was proposed to modify, not to annul the treaty of 
Bassein; to retain the lauds assigned for the subsidiary force, am} to hold that 
°>'ce always disposable for the service of the Peshwa, although not stationed 
' ' ‘thin his dominions, and its employment being discountenanced as much as 
Possible by the Resident. The object of this modification was to avoid the 
"?n'blance of interfering with the Mahratta confederacy, but the appearance 
Jetted  little, as long as the interference was real, and the subservience of a 

*|ritish force to the will of the Peshwa was not likely to be an inoperative in- 
trUment in his hands. The other Mahratta chiefs would have had as little 

f ^ o n  to be satisfied with this plan as with that actually adopted, the modifi­
cation of which was prevented by the occurrence of hostilities.

Lord Castlereagh's observations were referred by Lord Wellesley to 
^'fieront persons of eminence in India for their opinion, and his printed des- 
M-tches contain the remarks of Major General Wellesley upon t’.ie document.
Recording to General Wellesley’s notions, the poliev of a connexion with the 
f^lirattus, did not arise from the connexion subsisting previously t  > the cou- 
Jln'-’st of Mvsore, between the Company, the Mahrattas, and the Nizam, by the 
V:erdy concluded in 171)0 at Poonali; but subsequently to the conquest of 
jV'sore, it originated, 1st, in the necessity of preserving the state of the Nizam 
V} ^dependence ; 2ndly, in the unjust claims of the Mahratta nation on the 
"*2am; Srdly,in the certainty that those claims would be asserted in arms, 
aUli that the Nizam must submit, unless he should protect himself by raising 
, ! army, to be officered by European adventurers, particularly Frenchmen ;

the necessity of preventing the Nizam from entertaining those adven- 
j)U f rs, and of affording him protection at least to equal that which he would 

Procured for himself, by those means, even at the risk of a war with the 
of tK Mahratta nation. There can be little reasonable doubt that the security 
tj tlle Nizam, by the protection given him by the British, was looked upon by 

e Mahrattas as snatching from their grasp a certain victim, and that sooner 
v *attir they would attempt to vindicate their pretensions by arms, The pre- 
obi 011 ot t*1's particular event, was, according to General Wellesley the main 
a,,J,ect of the views of the Governor-General in proposing a general defensive 
of Ilee* In the difficulties attending a general alliance, he sought for that 

llle Peshwa as dividing and diminishing the Mahratta strength. Another of 
w ^ ra l  Wellesley’s arguments in favour of the treaty is, that at the period 

it was formed, all the Mahratta forces, Sindiah and Holkar included, re- 
t  urged the Governor General to settle the Peshwa’saffairs ; and what-
bv , ,m&y have been the insincerity of the two pi i:u ipal parties, it was proved, 
ti> the alacrity wlth which man v- of the chiefs of the Deccan joined the English,
3i.n,futhey were well pleased to see them afford succour to the Peshwa. “ The 
Wi em ^iefs, who arc the principal support of the government or Poonah,
R.-11’01 submitted to Holkur, they were in arms waiting for the arrival of the 
hoi. iS,i troops, and they joined the army when it arrived in their neighbour- 
HlS; ’ The stipulations of the treaty of Hussein, therefore, were not u. oppu.

the sentiments professed or enterU.nc.1 by the rnttfontjof the 
.4 hratta Chiefs Of the general policy of such Hlhances General Wellesley 
£ % * * ' ,  that in' the actual state of politics among Asiatic powers no verma- 
8tr,, ^ te m  could be adopted which would preserve the weak against the 
k»i ?• and would keep all for any length of time in their relative ..t.n.tions, 
the .*10 "hole In peace, excepting there should he one pnwu. wit.,a cither by 

•)kL " 'harlority of its strength, its military system, or ns to o  .mat, shonM pre- 
C„‘a,erate and he able to protect all. That preponderating power was the 
c.-.^hny, and the exercise of its authority In defending the weak: against the 
m is s io n  of the 5t in preventing nil unjust wars, m prohibiting, in tact,
0  Within India, was a magnanimous and wise policy, which, althougn not 
iM n 'fh t to  operation without redstanec, and not wholly effected upon the 

'tples which inlluenced Marqtds Wellesley, lias ultimately succeeded.
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y :V V ^20iC ^'V ^. Some of the more powerful of the aggressors have, in defence of J
commit aggression, provoked the British power (o inflict upon them political 

FfAIv  x  T. extermination, but the greater number of the weaker princes have been rescue4* j
—.....- -  from the most grievous and intolerable oppression, the people have been piy

1000 tected from plunder and devastation, and the general condition of India lift® 
ouo* been changed from a scene of perpetual warfare to a state of universal trah' | 

quillity. Wellesley Despatches, vol v. ' Letter from Lord Castlereagh, Pres'* 
dent of the Board of Control, with paper of observations, 4th March, 130*» 
p. 302. Major General Wellesley’s observations on the preceding docU' 
raent, p. 318.

CHAPTER XII.

O b j e c t s  t o .  w h i c h  t h e  O p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  A r m y  i n  t h e  N o r t h  

w e r e  t o  b e  d i r e c t e d .  — O b j e c t s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  O p e r a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  A r m y  i n  t h e  S o u t h  w e r e  t o  b e  d i r e c t e d .  — M i n o r  O f f  

j e c t s  o f  t h e  W a r .  —  G e n e r a l  T a T c e  t a k e s  t h e  f i e l d .  — N ' " '  

t o r y  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  F o r c e  i n  t h e  S e r v i c e  o f  S i n d i a h ,  O t J ’ 

o f  h i s  P o s s e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  D o a b .  — H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  E r n p e f 0 '  

S h a h  A u l u m  c o n t i n u e d .  — B a t t l e  o f  A l l y g h u r ,  a n d  C a p  

t u r e  o f  t h e  F o r t .  — B a t t l e  o f  D e l h i ,  a n d  S u r r e n d e r  

t h e  E m p e r o r  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h .  — A g r a  t a k e n .  — B a t t l e  ° J  

L a s w a r e c .  — F r e n c h  F o r c e  i n  t h e  S e r v i c e  o f  S i n d W 11 

d e s t r o y e d ,  a n d  h i s  D o m i n i o n s  i n  t h e  D o a b  t r a n s f e r r e d  G  

t h e  E n g l i s h .  — O p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  A r m y  u n d e r  G e n e r C '  

W e l l e s l e y  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  — A h m e d n u g g u r  t a k e n .  —  

o f  A s s y e .  — B o o r h a n p o r e  a n d  A s s e e r g h u r  t a k e n .  —  

d i a h  m a k e s  a n  O v e r t u r e  t o w a r d s  P e a c e .  — B a t t l e  

A r g a u m .  —  S i e g e  a n d  C a p t u r e  o f  t h e  F o r t  o f  Q a V j  

g h u r .  — O p e r a t i o n s  i n  B u n d e l c u n d .  — I n  C u t t a c k .  — ™  

O u z e r a t .  — N e g o t i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  R a j a  o f  B e r a r .  —  B  

c o n c l u d e d .  — N e g o t i a t i o n  w i t h  S i n d i a h .  — T r e a t y  c ° y  j 
e l u d e d .  — E n g a g e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  m i n o r  P r i n c e s  n e a r  l,tL 

J u m n a .  — S i n d i a h  e n t e r s  i n t o  t h e  d e f e n s i v e  A l l i a n c e -  j 
G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l ' s  A c c o u n t  o f  t h e  B e n e f i t  d e r i v e d  f t 0 ’’ j 
t h e  d e f e n s i v e  A l l i a n c e s ,  a n d  t h e  M a h r a t t a  W a r .  — •* 
r e s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h a t  A c c o u n t .

COR the war, as soon os it should begin, the Govern*^. ' 
‘ General had prepared a most extensive sebern®  ̂
operations. To General Lake, the Commander-in-Ci1̂  
at that time present with the army on the upper front'-1; 
instructions had been sent on the 28th of June ; ..
out, not only the necessity of placing the army unde* - ^  
command, with the utmost expedition, in a state of P1
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*1 rtC*^".fcr ^ l0 but also, though briefly, and in the EOOllb-Tl. —̂  
| tllB ot)Jocts to tlle attaini»ent of which the chav. xii."

eperaitorts of that army would immediately he d irected .---------
I On the subseqtient exertions of the Oommander-in-Chief, 1800.

0 make ready for action, the Governor-General bestows 
Unqualified praise. “ By the indefatigable activity,” says 
le> zeal, ability, and energy of General Lake (whose per­

sonal exertions have surpassed all former example, and 
nave been the main source of the success of the war in 
nat quarter) the army of Bengal, on the north-west fron- 
>er °f Oude, was placed, towards the close of the month 
, nly, in a state of preparation and equipment favour- 

' We to the immediate attack of M. Perron’s force, as soon 
^  authentic advices should be received of the commence- 
nient of hostilities in the Deccan.” 1 

In this part of the extensive field, which the plan of 
, the Governor-General embraced, he gave notice of two 

Military, and two political, objects. The first of the mili- 
ary objects was to conquer the whole of that portion of 

’ nidiah’s dominions which lay between the Ganges and 
* J unma ; destroying completely the French force by 
lch that district was protected ; extending the Com- 
?y.s frontier to the Jumna ; and including the cities of 

t . an<J Agra, with a chain of posts, sufficient for pro- 
tli "tS tlle uavigat>oQ of the river, on the right bank of 
rtif Jujnna- TIle second of the military objects was of 
p j??r importance; the annexation of Bundelcund to the 
’ jtish dominions.

th i Political objects were also two. The first, to use 
sj,6 auSuage of the Governor-General, was, “ the posses- 
Sa‘n °f the nominal authority of the Mogul that is to 
of\ t h e  possession of his person, and thereafter the use 
c . i s  name, to any purpose to which the use of that 
cit otight be found advantageous. Together with the 

of Delhi, the person of the Mogul had for a series of 
p.^!s keen subject to Sindiah ; more immediately, at that 
iu ‘ lcular moment, to Perron, as the vicegerent of Sindiah 
Co.j - * Part °f his kingdom. The acquisition of the 
O  would, of course, place the Mogul, too, in British 

' The second of the Governor-General’s politi- 
0bjects was, an extension of his general scheme of

1 Letters, ut supra, p. 154, 234.
^  VI. 2
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alliance. He desired that the whole, of the petty states fo 
^ chspTxu. the southward and westward of the Jumna, from Jynegfeui'

---------  to Bundelcund, should be united in “ an efficient system
1803. 0f alliance” with the British government.1

Such were the ends to be pursued in the north ; for the 
accomplishment of which the Commauder-iii-Chief was 
vested with the same sort of powers, which had already 
been conveyed to General Wellesley, for the more securo 
attainment of those which were aimed at in the south' 
General Wellesley was expected, with the force under his 
command, to defeat the confederate army of Sindiah and 
the Baja of Berar; to protect from all danger, in that 
direction, the dominions of the Company and their allies , 
and to establish, in their subsidizing form, the govern­
ments of the Nizam, the Peshwa, and Gaekwar.

The province of Cuttack separated tho Company’s do 
minions in Bengal, from the Northern Circars. By tb* 
conquest of this district, the territory of the English 
nation in the northern part of India would be united, on 
the eastern coast, with that in the south, and would ex­
tend, in one unbroken line from the mountains on the 
frontier of Tibet to Cape Comorin ; the Mahrattas ou tha 
side of India would be deprived of all connexion with tb® 
sea, and hence with the transmarine enemies of tho Angl°' 
Indian government; a communication not liable to tli0 
interruption of the monsoons would be formed betweeh 
Calcutta and Madras; and an additional portion of th® 
Beugal frontier would he delivered from the chance 0 
Mahratta incursions. The province of Cuttack belong®” 
to the Baja of Berar. Preparations were made for 111 
vading it about the time at which the operations of 
principal armies should commence.2

Sindiah possessed the port of Baroach, and a coutig110’1'
1 Governor-General’s Letter to the Commander-in-chief, dated 

July, 1803. Ibid. p. 156. . j[ar-3 Whatever difference Of opinion may prevail as to the merits of tnc  ̂^  
qne»s Wellesley’s public correspondence relative to Mahratta r iia‘l
the war, it is impossible to withhold admiration from it after the"» ,j. 
become inevitable. It is a remarkable exhibition of activity and compr  ̂ ufo 
sivt ness of mind. All the great objects both of a political and mUitaO'j j,i'. 
are pointed out with u most perfect knowledge cf tlio situation and 
stan. .-s of the different native chiefs, and with a distinct and full euuin• ‘ j,e 
?f the purposes most advantageous 10 British inteicsts. At thermae 1 {0 pe

ns by which the objects
eflccted, am! most prodigal in bis gratitude for their successful occoj 1
ment.—W.
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^iW i^S n /tfa i coast of Quzerat. The government of B O o k jlI  j  
ready to seize them, as soon as the war cuapTxu.

sool® fe^eclared . ---- -----
General Lake took the field with an army of 10,500 1S03*

tQen, consisting of about two hundred European artillery, 
flivee regiments of European, and five of native cavalry,
One regiment of European, and eleven battalions of native 
'Tfantry. Beside this force, about. 3,500 men were as- 
s®tnbled near Allahabad for the invasion of Bundelcund;

about 2000 were collected at Mirzapoor, to cover 
t'3uares, and guard the passes of the adjoining moun­
tains.

The army of Sindiah, to which General Lake was to be 
opposed, was under the command of a Frenchman, named 
t^rrou, and stated by the Governor-General, on grounds 
°f course a little uncertain, to have consisted of 16,000 or 
',000 infantry, formed and disciplined on the European 

Wen ; wpth a large body of irregular infantry, from fifteen 
to twenty thousand horse, and a train of artillery, which 

Governor-General describes, as both numerous and 
'Ver'j appointed.1

To understand the nature of the power of Sindiah, in 
p S quarter of India, a short history is required, not only 

The peculiar composition of his army, but also of the 
O'fitorial acquisitions which he there retained. Deboigne, 
hough not the first Frenchman who was admitted into 

, army of Sindiah, was the first who obtained any cou- 
kterable degree of power. Bor" a Savoyard, of parents 
esPectable, though poor, afte; wing served some time

k . h t o  Governor-General's Notes relative to the late transactions in the 
fcXn empire, ibid. p. 235. It is instructive to observe the prevalence of 
4hr^erati°n : Col. Collins, in his letter from Sindinh’s camp, dated 7th of 
r ‘ 1K02, 8av« “ Since my arrival at this court, 1 have obtained more aeeu-
1:, j  Information of the stole of the regular infantry in the tervire of Dowlut 
t!,„ “initial, than L heretofore possessed. I believe your Lordship may rely on 
h^fbu-oetness of the following statement. General Perron commands four 

of native infantry, each consisting of ten battalions or sepoys.
; by , Complement of a battalion is 71G firelocks, and every corps is commanded 
I iiiC.® or three European officers..’ Ibid p. 17. By this statement, Perron's 

U,, ,,ry amounted to 28,(110, more than one-half beyond tm  estiinat. of the 
InTfer-G eneral, which vet we may suppr so beyond the mark,—M.

'tt,,"6 author of the account of the Corps in the Service of Native Princes 
"f 7(,n' "'at Perron commanded at the tec ikta«r out of the war, forty battalions 
be,-.,, taen each, with a train of 140 pieces of cannon, and 500J cavalry. Go 
'v'ut-h , Boigjje’s own statement to Colonel Irancklin was, that the force 

i raised was of three brigade*, amounting to 24,000 men, with 130
ot Cannon. Life t f Shah Alein, 192.—W.
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a the army of his own prince, he entered the more 
chap. xn. splendid service of France, in quality of an ensign in the
---------  Irish brigades.' In the vicissitudes of his early life, we

1S03. must content ourselves with effects ; the causes very ft’0" 
quently remain unknown. We find him, next, an ensign 
in a Russian army, serving against the Turks. He was 
here taken prisoner ; carried to Constantinople ; and sold 
as a slave. After the war, being redeemed by his parents, 
he repaired to St. Petersburg, found means to recommend 
himself, and was made a lieutenant. He was detached to 

- some Russian post on the Turkish frontier, and had some 
fortune to command the escort which attended Lord Percy 
in a progress among the Grecian Islands. In consequence 
of the impression which he must have made upon that 
nobleman, Lord Percy furnished him with two letters oi 
recommendation, one to Mr. Hastings, Governor of Ben­
gal, and another to Lord Macartney, Governor of Madras, 
to whose acquaintance, it is said, he had already been ad­
mitted, during the residence of that nobleman as British 
ambassador at St. Petersburg. I t is surmised, that he 
obtained the consent of the Empress to make a voyage to 
India, from which he was to return by way of Cashmere, 
Tartary, and the borders of the Caspian Sea. Be that as 
it may, he arrived at Madras in the year 1780, and engaged 
as an ensign in the service of the Nabob of Arcot. Iu 
1/82 he repaired to Calcutta, where the letter of Lord 
Percy procured him a favourable reception from Mr 
Hastings. A\ ithout disclosing his connexion with the 
Russian government, he described to that Governor the 
journey by Cashmere, and the shores of the Caspian, aa 
the object which he now had in view ; and was furnished 
by him with a recommendation to the Nawab of 0 "de, 
and the British Resident at Lucknow. I t  is said, that h0 
was accommodated by the Nawab with a bill of oxchang0 
on Cashmere for 6000 rupees, with which, instead of prflr 
secuting his journey, he purchased arms and horses, ai'“ 
entered into the service of the Raja of Jeypoor; tb*1® 
upon intelligence of this proceeding he was ordered do"'11

’ This sketch of the history, both of Deboigne and Perron, for which 1 hfL0 
liLon obliged to trust to sources a little uncertain, is given, as exliib^1 ^  
whl'-ii is enough fertile present purpose, nn Idea, correct ns to the cla‘* Q 
men to which they belonged, rather than, in every minute particular, a3 
the individuals who are named.



!° Lucknow by Mr. Hastings, whom he thought it his BOOK VI. 
Juterest to obey ; that he found the means of exculpating Ciia f . x ii .
biinself in the mind of that ruler, and was permitted to ----------
Jeturn to Lucknow ; that he now engaged in trade, which 1803.

prosecuted with success ; that he came to Agra, in 
■*•784, at which time the Rana of Gohud was closely be­
sieged by Madajee Sindiah ; that he suggested to the Rana 
a plan for raising the siege, but Sindiah intercepted his 
Correspondence, and, impressed with the proof of military 
ulents which it displayed, consulted Mr. Anderson, the 

British Resident, on the propriety of taking him into his 
service; that Mr. Anderson, to whom he had letters of 
recommendation, sent for him, introduced him to Sindiah, 
aJid procured him the command of two battalions, to be 
disciplined in the European style. The terror which Siu- 
‘liah found to march before the grape and bayonets of 
Leboigne’s battalions, and the effects which they pro­
duced in the battles of Lallsort, Chacksana, and Agra, 

j j r°m 1784 to 1789, made him eager to increase their num­
ber to eight, then to sixteen, and afterwards, it is said, to 
twenty battalions, at which amount they remained. A 
battalion complete, consisted of 500 muskets, and 200 
gunners, with four field-pieces and one howitzer. The 
bulitary talents of Deboigne, and the efficiency of his 
r°°ps, were the grand instrument which facilitated, or 

tather produced, the victories, and enlarged the domi- 
b’on.s of Sindiah, in the region of the Jumna. In 1792,
^>th eight battalions, he fought the desperate battle of 
j7airIa against a great army of Rattores, a warlike tribe of 
'■\jpoots. In the samo year, and with the same force, he 
Seated, after an obstinate conliiot at Patun, the for­

midable army of Ismael Beg. In 1792, he defeated the 
arniy of Tuckojec Holkar, containing four battalions dis- 
U1l>lined, and commanded by a Frenchman; and at last 
1;>ade Sindiah, without dispute, the most powerful of the 

i !?ative princes in India. Deboigne was a man above six 
e'Jt high, with giant bones, large features, and piercing 
y  ; he was active, and laborious to an astonishing de- 

; understood profoundly the art cd bending to his 
, Imposes the minds of men ; and was popular (because 
1 felt the benefit of his equitable aud vigilant ad-

1 ( 1 ) 1  ( f i l
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'iiO O K 'm in istra tion ), though stained with three unpopulrfrffcA 
emaexii. jealousy, avarice, and envy.1
---------- Perron came into India as a petty officer of a ship

1803. either with Suffrein, or about the time of Suffrein’s ar­
rival. Having travelled into the upper provinces, be 
first received employment in the army of the Rana ot 
Gohud, where he served under the immediate com­
mand of an Englishman. After the destruction ol 
the Rana, he joined, in quality of quarter-master-ser- 
jeant, a corps commanded by a Frenchman in th« 
service of Sindiah. Though he soon raised himself to * 
higher command, his corps was reduced, upon the return 
of the army into cantonments ; and he was even unsuc­
cessful in an application for employment in the army 01 
the Begum Sumroo. When the brigade of Deboigoe 
began to be formed, the prospects of Perron revived. 
received the command of the Boorhanpore battalion; an1 
had an opportunity of distinguishing himself in tiro batt-1' 
of Tatun. He commanded the detachment of Deboigne 
army which besieged Ismael Beg in Canoor : and it wast0 
him that Ismael Beg surrendered. To the honour of the*1 
European education, Deboigne and Perron resolutely pr° 
tected their prisoner from the death which Sindiah, 
had suffered from his prowess, thirsted to inflict up0’1 
h im : and he remained in the fort of Agra, with a co*1 
siderable allowance for his subsistence. When the corf® 
of Deboigne became sufficiently numerous to be divide 
into two brigades, he gave the command of the first tl) 
M. Frimont, and that of the second to M. Perron, 
accordingly, upon the death of M. Frimont, became bbooO 
in command. When the ambition of Sindiah to estabb-’ 
a control over the Peshwa carried him to Poonah, i t  v' j 
the brigade of Perron which attended him thither, 
formed the principal part of his forco. Perron, thus abo1̂  
the person of Dowlut Rao from the moment of his 
cession, and one of the main instruments of his P°'v̂  
easily succeeded to the whole authority of Deboigne, wb1-

■ This account, which savours of exaggeration, is derived from tin 
gentleman, who served -it the saipe time with Deboigne as an officer in sn -' 
army. See Asiut. An. Kegistcr for 1805, Characters, p. 22.—M. f

It was written bv Major L. F. Smith, and is added to his Sketch ^  
history of the Disciplined Hegfrneiits in the Service of Native Princes, 
published iu Calcutta—reprinted in London. 1805.—W.
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ill 179$, the commander withdrew with his fortuno to BOOK VI. 
i E urS peX ^ CHÂ  xn.

M. Deboigne had received a large tract of country, in. '
the region of the Jumna, in assignment for the main- ls0lJ 
tenance of his troops. Not only the territory as well as 
the army which had devolved upon Pei'ron required his 
Presence upon the departure of Deboigne ; but the pre­
sumption of the Governors both of Delhi and of Agra, 
had so much increased by the long absence of Sindiah in 
the south, that it seemed to be high time to reduce them 
to obedience. In the month of October, 1798, Perron sent 
two battalions, commanded by Oolonel Sutherland, one of 
the Englishmen who helper! to officer Sindiah’s regular 
brigades, with an expectation that the Kelledar would 
deliver up the fort ; but disappointed in that hope, he sent 
three battalions more, and the place was invested. I hough, 
from a humane regard to the aged Mogul and his family, 
who were kept as a sort of prisoners in the fort, much 
caution was used in firing at the place, it was ready for 
assault in nineteen days, when the Kelledar capitulated 
and surrendered.2

This was the occasion, on which, for the first time, the 
custody of the Emperor was placed in the hands of a 
Frenchman. Ho had now, during ten years, been subject 
to the power of Sindiah, under which ho had fallen by the 
following means.

In 1782, when Mr. Hastings so eagerly made peace with 
the Mahratta powers, their dominions were bounded, on 
the north, by that great chain of mountains, which oxtends 
in a direction nearly east and west, from Cuttack m the 
Fay of Bengal to Ajmere, and forms a great boundary be­
tween the southern and the northern portions of the 
Indian continent. This physical barrier against the 
gangers to which the English dominions in the north of 
India were exposed, from the vicinity of the Mahiattas,
Tsas uot all. On the western half of this chain of moun­
tains, on its northern side, and immediately bordering 
uPon the Company’s frontier, or that of their dependant,
-  1 These Darticnlam collected bv the well-informed editor of the earliest 
Vdttmes npthc v ' An iree. (seeV.l. iii. Charac. p. 39), are confirmed by 

history in ait the leading and material points. 
r , hco letters from an officer in Perron’s army. Asiat. Ail. Register, vol. i.
Ulro». p. so.



the Nabob of Oude, were placed, forming anotlrer'lwie-*,t 
defence, a number of small independent states, all jealous

---------  of the Mahrattas, and all dreading any extension of their
1803. power. The whole of that wide ex pause of country, which 

extends from near. Allahabad on the east to the river 
Sutledge on the w est; bounded on the south by the 
mountainous ridge just mentioned ; on the north, as far »'• 
Shekoab, by the Jumna ; thence by a line passing near 
Secundra to the Ganges, and by the Ganges to Hurdwar; 
was, by the policy of Mr. Hastings, left open to the ambi­
tion of the Mahrattas. This country contained, among 
other principalities, the territory of Bundelcund and 
Narwar; that of Gohud, including Gwalior and Bind; and 
the great provinces of Agra and Delhi, including the Jaat 
country, and nearly one half of the Doab, subject chiefly 
to the Emperor Shah Aulum, and a few other Moham­
medan chiefs. Sindiah was the Mahratta prince, who, 
from the vicinity of his territories, and from his poweb 
was best situated for availing himself of the offered advan­
tage ; and ho did not allow the opportunity to escape 
Another Mahratta. chieftain, indeed, found means to get 
partial possession of Bundelcund, while Sindiah was en­
grossed with the business of other acquisitions; but a" 
the rest of that extensive country was wholly appropriated 
by the latter chieftain.1

Sindiah had already made great progress in subdum£ 
this region, when, with Ismael Beg, he approached Dell® 
in 1788. Gholam Kadur, a son of Zabita Khan ; who, 
having from some cause of displeasure been banished fro®1 
the presence of his father, had received an asylum from

1 See Kennel. Asiatic An. for 1804, Miscel. Tracts, p. 77: Hamilton’s 
Iml. Gazetteer. The policy of letting him take possession of this country 1 
thus represented by Lord Wellesley: “ The territories of Sindiah between t1 . 
Jumna and the Ganges, interrupt the line of our defence in that quarter; 
some of his principal posts are introduced into the centre of our dominion^, 
while the possession of Agra, Delhi, and of the western and southern bonks  ̂
the Jumna, enables him to command nearly the whole lino of the west®1 
frontier. In the event of any considerable accession to Sindiah’s power, or 
the event of his forming any connnexion with France, or with any en0 nW‘ 
the British interests — the actual position of his territories and forces in 
dostan would furnish great advantages to him, in any attack upon the 
pany s dominions.” Governor-General's Instructions to the Commander-1’
' Jiief, dated 27th July, 1803, Ibid. p. 166. As the Governor-General "" 
making out a case, allowance is to tie made for exaggeration.—M. a .

*liert,J3 no exaggeration in the Governor-General s assertion, that theT% cr 
t)oii of Sindiah was favourable toun attack upon the hi Kish provinces in GjP1 ' 
indta, including those recently ceded by the Nawab Vizir.-—\V.

' e° z ^ \
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Shall Aulum, and growing into his favour, hacl been created BOOK VI., 
by him Ameer ul Omrah ; enjoyed at that time the prin- c h a p . x h .

I C1pal power at Delhi. The Emperor appears to have been --------- -
desirous of emancipating himself from the dominion of 1803- 
Gholam Kadur, a man of a haughty and ferocious cha­
racter; and informed him that, having no money to 
carry on the contest, he regarded resistance as yain.
Gholam Kadur himself undertook for resources; only 
Jl'Sisting, that, as “ the presence of the monarch was half 
the battle,” the Emperor should head the army in the 
b'-ld ; and to this the Emperor assenting, commissioned 
Gholam Kadur to make the requisite preparations for 
War. Next day, it is said, a letter from the Emperor to 
^indiak was intercepted, in which the Emperor exhorted 
khndiah to use the greatest possible despatch, for the pur­
pose of destroying Gholam Kadur; “ for Gholam ’Kadur,” 
said he, “ desires me to act contrary to my wishes, and 
pppose you.” Upon this discovery, Gholam Kadur, burn- 
lng for revenge, ordered an attack upon the fort, in which 
&hah Aulum resided ; carried it in a few days; flew to 
tbe apartment of the monarch, whom he treated with 
every species of indignity ; and then put out his eyes.
Alter plundering the Emperor and his family, and sparing 
!|c expedient, however degrading, to strip the females of 
jdl their valuable ornaments, he fled upon the approach of 

lr«liah ; who thus became master of the legitimate so- 
vereign of India, and of all the territories which yet 
0Wneq his sway.1
.y ' 5^  this, as 0f other parts of tho Maliratta history iu which the English 
j„ , ri'jt immodhuelv concerned, when our knowledge is sufficiently certain 
Cuia ■ 110 points of any material importance; we must, for the minute parti- 
Tlte ’ 1)0 satisfied to know that they cannot he very remote from tire truth.—
V 1,7 ^maintain history of (iholum Kadur is short. lie  took refuge in Agra, 
n ' y 11 Sindiah besieged Seeing resistance hopeless, lie took advantage of a 
tlief,m?,ht> stuffed his saddle with the Jewels which lie had plundered from 
1‘ re  Uy “f the Emperor, and with a few followers took his flight towards 
hi. On the second night, having fallen from his horse, lie gave time to 
for frl'vs"->-= to come up, and make him prisoner. Smdiuii, niter expos,,,,; mm 
ea-s ‘line, first in irons, nest in a cage, ordered him to be deprived m his 
to',:v.,lose. hands, feet, and e jes, in which deplorable condition he. was lelt 
the „ Tim party who pursued him was commanded by a b rem liman of 
fir,," 1 n,i «  Lostoneanx. It was under him that Perron is said to have been 
«e, j e t t e d  into the service of Sindioh. when he served as a q.urtcr-mastcr- 
Q |,„,"'t r '■mioneanjt is said to have got possession of the saddle w.ndi 
k i w ,  Kudnr is supposed to have stuffed with diamonds, this at least is 
liis ’ ilhtt ho soon alter contrived to slip away, and returned to Europe, 

corps breaking up after his desertion, Perron was m dancer of losing em.
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BOOK VI. Though the Emperor was allowed by Siudiah T e^rm nw 1 
11. in the fort of Delhi, with the nominal authority over tlrt !

--------- city, and a small district around, ho was hold in a state of
1803. poverty, in which not only the decencies, but almost the 

necessaries of life were denied to him and his family. A 
Keiledar or Governor was placed in the fort, by whom ho 
was guarded as a prisoner. And Sindiah at times had 
made him set forth his claim, not only to the tribute 
which the English had covenanted to pay to him for 
Bengal, Which they had so early found a pretext for not 
paying, and which now, with its interest, amounted to a 
great sum ; but to the wide extended sovereignty which 
had ceased to he his, only by successful usurpation and 
-rebellion. i

As there is no reason to believe that Perron behaved 
not to Shah Aulum With all the humanity and delicacy 
practicable in the circumstances of Perron, so there >s 
reason to believe that the condition of the unhappy 
mouarch was ameliorated after he became subject to thad 
European officer. M. Perron is represented, by all those 
from whom we receive any accounts of him, except the 
English rulers, as not only a man of talents, but a man cd 
humanity and moderation.1

ployment, till Sindiah’a general Rave him a battalion of hit own Asiat. An- 
lies, for 1804, Citron, p. 03.—Also for 1801, Citarac. p 30 —51 

The l.rst of tl: :aj accounts is a very loose mid inaccurate statement. 111 
Mabrattas had been in possession of Delhi before Uliolam Kadur's last adm1' 
nistrat.on; ne had recovered it by surprise, but conscious of his inability”  
resist the advance of Sindiah’s general, liana Khan, resolved to plunder 111 
palace and retire. Shah Alcm’s Inability to comply with the Kohillas’ requts1'  
ttons of treasure, was resented by the most brutal .treatment and the loss 
his eyes. The ruffian fled to Meerut; not to Agra. See Krancklin’s SW** 
A lem .-W . .

1 The English officer, from whose letters, in the Asiat. An. Reg- vfd-. 
Chron. p. 50, we have the account of ti.e surrender of Delhi to Perron’s ha 
rations, says, “ The General from that amiable humanity, which is a 110 jn 
trait in his character, endeavoured to avoid recourse to hostile measures- 
regard to the old king, the numerous princes, and princesses, who arc 1 
tamed in the fort: and even when the siege was laid, it was with full perI!l, / p  
Sion of the king, and every measure adopted to obviate any possible injury... 
the r hi monarch and the royal family. T hough the troops in the fort, ann111'. j  
ing to (100, were debarred from ail exterior supplies of provision, yet tlene if 
Perron ordered that the royal persons should be amply supplied, and r - j 
provisions pass unmolested." 'Hie author of a very Intelligent letter hp 
Oude, November, 1709, on the military state of the north-west part "j g 
Company's frontier, published in the Asiat. An. Register for 180-1, - -
Inner-,. p. 77) e.ys 0 General Perron, a Trench officer of great experience t 

annate abilities, both as n statesman and soldier, represents D°

l (  TO j !  HISTORY OF BRITISH IN D IA yV  I



^

' ^ f i ^ H j W K s t a n c e  fit w h ich  S in d ia h , w h ile  en g ag ed  in  BOOK V I. 
c s ta H is h fn g  h is  a u th o r ity  in  th e  s o u th , w as k e p t  fro m  c h a t . x n .
his dominions in the north, the administration of tho -----—--
government of his new acquisitions, in the region of tho i803- 
Jumna, fell almost entirely into the hands of Perron, who 
Was present with an army, and had a large portion of it in 
assigmnent for the maintenance of his troops. We have 
He testimony of a most unexceptionable witness, Colonel 
—oiling, both that he made a wise and excellent use of his 
Power; and that tho success of his administration had 
C1'eated incurable jealousy and hatred in the breast both 
°f Sindiah’s nobles, and of Sindiah himself. “ I have it,”
Says that Resident, in his letter dated 30th of March,
1802, “ from good authority, that tho Sirdars of this 
°ourt have frequently remonstrated with tho Maharaja, 
on the subject of the extensive authority vested in 
General Perron ; and I have also been told in confidence, 
that, whenever the disturbances in this quarter arc com­
posed, so far as to admit of Sindiah’s repairing to Agra, it 
18 He intention of the Maharaja to deprive the General of 
. 6 command of those [fortresses which he now possesses 
JQ Hindustan. Nor do I  doubt the truth of this informa- 
1011 ; when I reflect on the general disposition of theMah- 

Ktttas; they being, as your Lordship well knows, at all 
•unes inclined to suspicion and jealousy; of which I saw 
r°ng symptoms, at my audience with the Maharaja on 

. 27th ultimo. The minister’s, who were present at this
Interview, having put various questions to me respecting 
' lu state of Sindiah’s possessions in the Loab, I purposely 

spoke of them, as being in tho most flourishing condition,
^scribing the same to the able management of General 
‘ ei.r°u, to whom, as your Lordship recollects, they aio 
S igned  in jeydad. 1 also noticed the unwearied attention 
°f He General, to improve and strengthen the works of 

10 different fortresses garrisoned by his troops; and 
|'Qentioned likewise the high estimation in which he was 
p !d t>y all the Kajpoot and Seik Sirdars, who were chiefly 
SWdcd by his councils and directions.”1 Though we i Lay
I* -----------------------------------—--- ----------- *------------- *--------- ---
“uthnin<iiah hi Hindustan i and is invested with the most M l and absolute 

lty °vor cvcrv ib-sni tment or the government, civil and military.— i ttia 
Judinn" c-wrdses with great moderation, at the same time with » degree of 

1 fan aml enemy, that evince very superior talents."
pei'8 relative to the Alahratta war in 1803, m supra, p. 17.
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. BOOK VI. easily enough suppose in this language a degree ofew tg^' 
ch.ir.-rn. ration, to which the occasion may be supposed to have
----------presented temptation, yet we cannot suppose a gentleman,

1(103. of an English education, and of a high character, to have 
made a deliberate statement for which he knew there was 
nofoundation in fact. In his next letter, Colonel Collins says, 
“ Such Mahratta Sirdars, as are envious or jealous of the 
power of M. Perron, do not scruple to affirm, that ho by no 
means wishes the total ruin of Holkar ; since, in this event, 
the Maharaja would be enabled to repair to Hindostan, and 
to take upon himself tho chief direction of affairs in that 
quarter. Whether or not Sindiah has been influenced by 
these suggestions, I  shall not presume to determine ; hut
1 believe it to be an undoubted fact, that General Perron 
has been given to understand he must relinquish the col' 
lections of all the districts which he now possesses in Hin" 
dostan, excepting those appertaining to his jeydad, the 
annual revenues of which are estimated at forty lacs 01 
rupees; at present the General collects nearly eighty lacs.’ 1 
From Futty Ghur, to which, for the purpose of avoiding 
the unhealthy season, he had returned from Sindiah’s 
camp, having by the way paid a visit to Perron at Ids 
head-quarters at Cowle, Colonel Collins, on the 24th 01 
-Time, 1802, wrote again, as follows : <■ General Perron has 
been peremptorily directed by Sindiah to give up all tb0 
Mebals in his possession, not appertaining to his o"'11 
jeydad. And I understand, from good authority, that th® 
General is highly displeased with the conduct of Sindiah’3 
ministers on this occasion ; insomuch that ho entertai n3 
serious intentions of relinquishing his present command 
the service of the Maharaja. Indeed, when I was at Cowl®> 
he assured me, that ere long I might expect to see him a 
Futty  Ghur.’' *

The first object to which General Lake was command® 
to direct the operations of the war, was the destructi011 
of the force of General Perron. This force the Govern05 
General, though he very seriously,, not to say violent ,?> 
dreaded it, yet at the same time, with a very P°s&','w 
inconsistence, so much despised, that he confide’11 j

Letter to Governor.General, dated Camp, near Ougein, 1st!) Apb'> ,‘r eG 
notes’ ibid l' ,,1,’ir are tee statement of 1,35,00,000 in the Governor-®110

2 ibid. p. ii!" 222‘
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\ (  <̂ ^ :17 7 '0 DETACH PERRON FROM SINDIAH. v C | l )
expectod the. complete annihilation of it, before the end of BOCTK Vi. 
ttio rajiiH. “ I  desire,” says he, “ that your Excellency will chap. xii.
compose the main army, and regulate the strength and ---------
operations of the several detachments, in a manner which 1803- 
shall appear to your judgment to afford the most absolute 
security for the complete destruction of M. Perron’s force 
before the conclusion of the rains.” 1

arms alone, other expedients were to be employed, 
bt would be highly desirable,” says the Governor-General, 

detach M. Perron from Sindiah’s service, by pacific 
negotiation. M. Perron’s inclination cortainly is, to dis­
pose of his power to a French purchaser ; I  should not 
be surprised if he were to ho found ready to enter into 
terms with your Excellency ; provided he could obtain 
sufficient security for his personal interests.— I empower 
your Excellency to conclude any agreement for the secu­
rity of M. Per ron’s personal interests and property, accom­
panied by any reasonable remuneration from the British 
government, which shall indued him to deliver up the 
' '  hole of his military resources and power, together with 
118 territorial possession, and the person of the Mogul,

Tl ^e’r a P P a r e n t,  into your Excellency’s hands.
0 same principle applies generally to M. Perron’s Euro- 

P> an officers. And the proclamations with which I have 
! 8e|? lsbed your Excellency will enable you to avail your- 

th 0PP0rt unity of offering propositions to
086 officers, or to the several corps under M. Perron’s

commands.”2
1 the 7th of August, the General marched from Cawn-
! „ re' On the 28th he reached the frontier ; and eai-ly on 

com ing °f the 29th moved into the Mahmtta terri- 
°ries> "’ith a view of attacking a part of M. Perron’s 

artoy assembled near tho fortress of Alighur. Tho British 
i „  my reached the enemy’s camp about seven o’clock in 
I n e 1U01'ning ; and found the whole of his cavalry drawn 

to i>D the Plain> close to the fort of Alighur. Appearing 
fort atroug1y posted, with their right extending to the 
m0r of Alighur, and their front protected by a dee{> 
lefj. ajf  > bbe General resolved to make his attack on their 

Wank, which had no protection except from two

a t0 Lord bake, 27th July, 1803. Ibid. P- 159- Bisratches, ill. 208,
>ut supra. Ibid. p. 101.

—>
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V^B^^-Y-Iyuutaohod villages. The British cavalry were f o S ^ l u l f  
two lines, supported by the line of infantry and guns ; 

—  but the enemy retired as they advanced, and quitted the 
1803, gej(j without an engagement. They were estimated at 

15,000 strong. As if to show the extreme want of all 
cohesion, and hence of stability, in the materials of P®r" 
ron’s power, the Commander-in-Chief informs the Gover­
nor-General, and the Governor-General with exultation 
informs his employers ; that upon so very trifling an 
occasion as this, “many of the confederates of M. Perron 
left him ; and “ I learn,” says the General, “ from all 
quarters, the most of the enemy’s cavalry who opposed us 
yesterday, have returned to their homes, declaring their 
inability to oppose the English.” 1

The town of Coel immediately surrendered to the 
English; but the garrison of Alighur resisted all U10 
motives with which Lake endeavoured to persuade -them- 
After consideration, he deemed it practicable to carry the 
fort by assault; and this-he preferred to the slow opera­
tions of a siege. The place was strong, with a broad and 
deep ditch, a fine glacis, the country levelled for a 'm il13 
round, and exposed in every direction to the fire of th° 
fort. Lieutenant-Colonel Mouson was chosen to lead th® 
attack: and the preparations were completed before th® 
4th of September. A t three o’clock on the morning 0 
that day, the troops moved down to a distance of (i0(1 
yards from the sortie. After waiting till half after fouft 
the storming party advanced under cover of a heavy hr® 
from the British batteries erected for the purpose, auu 
arrived within a hundred yards of the fort before the? 
were perceived. There was only one passage across t 1 
ditch into the fort, by a narrow causeway, where,  ̂
enemy having commenced a mine, but omitted a di’a^j. 
bridge, the British troops were enabled to pass,and ass& 
the body of the place. As soon as Colonel Munson l,c1̂  
ccived that the garrison had received the alarm, hepusm^ 
on" with two flank companies of Europeans, hoping 
enter the gate along with the external guard. The gat® '  ^j 
found s h u t; and the ladders were applied. Majoi iVte®1®^. 
of the 76th regiment, and two grenadiers, began to m°u 
but so formidable an array of pikenien appeared to re®

1 L etter, lit supra. Ibid. p. 207, 20S.
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it would have been vain and foolish to per- BOOK VI, 
Wst. A gun was now required to blow open the gate. chap. xu.

°mg situated near the anglo of a bastion, it was d ifficu lt---------
0 Pia°e a gun in a situation to act upon it. Four or five 1303- 

rounds were fired, before it was blown open ; the troops 
^ere stopped about twenty minutes ; during which they 

ere raked by a destructive fire of grape, wall-pieces, 
raafchlocks; Colonel Monson was wounded; six 

officers were killed ; and th-' principal loss in the assault 
'as sustained. A narrow and intricate passage of coll­
ide rablo length, all the way exposed to a heavy cross fire 
11 every direction, led from the first gate to that which 

opened immediately into the body of the place. To this 
l Was a work of great difficulty to bring up the gun, 

and when it was brought up, the gate was found too 
wong to be forced. In this extremity Major Macleod 

Pushed through the wicket with the grenadiers, and as-.
Ct‘nded the ramparts. After this but little opposition 
'ffis made. The garrison endeavoured to escape in every 
lection. Many jumped into the ditch, of whom some 
et'e drowned. About 20(10 perished. Some surrendered, 

in Vn'-8re Permitted to quit the fort, by the Commauder- 
an t ^ Ŵ ° wa* °l°se to the scene of action, to witness 
tjj a which nothing but the persevering bravery of 
fift ni-3a Perm‘tted to succeed. The English loss was 
. y-moe killed, including six, and 212 wounded, iuclud-

tan ' >6 *'°ld’ Was ^teemed an acquisition of great impor- 
being the ordinary residence of M. Perron, and 

"I] f 11Dcil’ut place of deposit for his military stores ; of 
it ,C 1 quantity found by the English, probably because 
d o c^  Ûcons‘derable, is not specified, in any of the pointed 

cun,ents jQ w]1j0]1 tfi9 value 0f the acquisition is pre- 
to view.

ffiai ) 65(111:16 day 011 which Alighur was taken, the Com- 
tneft f f?UDcl ‘t  necessary to send a considerable detach-. 
a C[) ’ ^  join the officer left at Futty Ghur, charged with 
on6aVOyfo1' tbe army. Five companies of sepoys, with 
(i0 . §Uu) under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 

ngham, ieft at Shekoabad, had been attacked on the
* Sc i

<J°nili t n ('iLGovr 1 nor-Gcner.il’s Notes, Ibid. p. 247 — and the Dispatch of the 
ueri p. 2G8.



' BOOK iv. 2nd of September, by a body of cavalry, comm;We#-k?
a Frenchman of the name of Floury. Though much

--------- superior in force, the assailants were repulsed, but _ re-
1803. turned to the attack ou the 4th, when the English capitu­

lated, their ammunition being nearly spent. Before the 
reinforcements sent by the General arrived, the enemy 
crossed the Jumna, and disappeared.

On the 5th of September, M. Perron addressed a lettei 
to General Lake, which was received on the 7th. In that 
letter Perron informed the British Commander, that ho 
had fesigned the service of Dowlut Ruo Sindia, and re­
quested permission to pass with his family, his effects, 
and the officers of his suite, through the Company’s donim- 
ions to Lucknow. The instructions of the Governor- 
General, to purchase, if possible, the surrender of tuo 
military resources of Perron, have already been mention® ■ 
We are informed by the Governor-General, that “ on th 
20th of August the Commander-in-Chief received a lettei 
from General Perron, indicating a desire on the part o 
that officer, to effect an arrangement, which might preclu 
the necessity of an actual contest between the British 
and those under the command of General Perron ” 
learn, on the same occasion, from the same high author! ■}> 
that some time previously Perron had applied for lea'  ® 
to pass through the Company’s territories, as being ab°u 
to resign the service of Sindiah ; and had, at the reques 
of the Commander-in-Chief, sent to the English camp a 
confidential agent, with whom a discussion took place 0® 
the 29th of August. All that we further know is> 
the agent departed without effecting any arrangenien • 
The Governor-General tells us, that “he evaded the PJ _ 
positions of the Commander-in-Chief, for the sun011 ^  
of M. Perron.” 1 Perron might have received a large s 
of money, had he bargained for his own retiremen , 
transferred to the English any considerable portion ot " 
military resources with which he was intrusted. e 
retired, without bargaining at a ll: and, although ® ^
the greatest cause of resentment against his e m F ^ of 
without transferring to his enemies the smallest poi 10 
the resources with which he was intrusted. ,e(j

'The Governor-General informs us, that M. Perron 8 tl 
1 Letter from Governor General in Council, 25th Sept, 1803. Ibid- P* ^
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\%ro-laet^'>^ich remarkably conBrm what I have already BOOK Vi. 
sn^felledfwith regard to the miserable foundation and ciiir. m .
feeble texture of all such power as his. “ M. Perron s ta te d ,----- ~ “
that his reason for retiring proceeded from his having re- 1S03- 
ceived intelligence that his successor had been appointed ; 
and was actually on his way to take possession of his new 
charge. M. Perron also observed, that the treachery and 
ingratitude of his European officers convinced him that 
further resistance to the British arms was useless.” 1 

General Lake, who estimated, and knew that the Go­
vernor-General estimated, highly the value of removing 
M. Perron, granted him, in a prompt and handsome man­
ner, the indulgence which he requested; and that General 
proceeded in consequence to Lucknow.

On the same day on which General Lake received the 
letter of Perron, measures being completed for the posses­
sion of Alighur, he began his march for Delhi. On the 
8th of September, he reached Secundra ; and during the 
next two days advanced about eighteen miles beyond 
Scorajepoor, when intelligence was received, that the army 
which had belonged to Perron, now commanded by ano­
ther Frenchman of the name of Louis Bourquin, had 
crossed the Jumna from Delhi during the night, with a 
' lew meet and repel the British army.

The troops, fatigued with eighteen miles of march, and 
, heat of the day, reached their ground of euoampment 

' Slx miles from Delhi) about eleven o’clock, and had 
scarcely pitched their tents, when the outposts were at­
tacked. The General, having reconnoitred, and found 
fue enemy drawn up in order of battle, immediately 
ordered out the whole line. The position of the enemy 
was on a rising ground, with swamps on either flank; their 
lont, where alone they could he attacked, was defended 
:y a 11 uni crons artillery and a line of iutrenchments. The 

number of the British troops amounted to about four 
thousand five hundred men. That of the enemy is stated 
td nineteen thousand. The British infantry were ordered 
t(1 advance from the right of battalions in open columns 

companies ; and during this operation, the cavalry were 
“'"hnianded to precede. Advancing two miles in front,
UoJ were exposed for one hour to a severe cannonade

‘ Governor’s-GcueraVs Notes. IMd.p.24S.
V°L. VI. A a
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before they were joined by the infantry; the Conmmww* 
iu-Chief had his horse shot under him ; and a considerable

--------- - loss was sustained. As the infantry approached, the Gene-
1803. rai ordered the cavalry to fall back, with a view both to 

cover the advance of the infantry, and if possible to draw 
the enemy forward from their intrenchments upon the 
plain. The enemy fell into the snare, believed the move­
ment a retreat, and advanced, shouting, with the whole of 
their guns. The British cavalry retired, with the utmost 
steadiness and order, till joined by the infantry, when they 
opened from the centre, and allowed the infantry to pass 
to the front. The whole were instantly formed, the infantry 
in one line, the cavalry in a second, about forty yards w 
the rear of the right wing. The enemy had halted, on 
perceiving the British infantry, and began a tremendous 
fire of round, grape, and chain shot. The General having 
placed himself on the line, the men advanced with steadi­
ness, and without taking their muskets from their shoul­
ders, till within a hundred paces of the enemy, who be­
gan to pour upon them a shower of grape from the whole 
of their guns. Orders were given to charge with bayonets. 
The line fired a volley and rushed on, with their gallant 
commander at their head, when the enemy gave way and 
fled in every direction. As soon as the troops halted 
after the charge, the General ordered the line to break into 
columns of companies, which permitted tho cavalry to 
pass through the intervals with their galloper guns, and 
complete the victory. The enemy were pursued with 
slaughter to the banks of the Jumna. This battle, though 
small in scale, and not very trying, from the resistance or 
the enemy, affords a high specimen both of the talents ol 
the General, and the discipline and bravery of the men.

The enemy left the whole of their artillery, sixty-eig1 
pieces of ordnance, with a great quantity of ammunition* 
and two tumbrils containing treasure, on the field. ^  
men, their loss was estimated at three thousand: that 
the English, in killed, wounded, and missing, was f°® 
hundred and eighty-five. After being seventeen non 
under arms, the British army took up fresh ground towai 
the river, and next morning encamped, opposite to 
city of Delhi. As the enemy had evacuated both the ci . 
and fort, Shah Aulum sent a message to express hie desir
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\^^5Sife>Jjimsolf under the protection of the victors. An BOOK VI.
been opened with him before, and means had chat, xii, 

eon found to convey to him a letter from the Governor- 1803-
General, promising to him, in case he should find the ---------

cans, during the present crisis, “ of placing himself under 
' le protection of the British government, that every 
omonstration of respect and attention would be paid 
owards his Majesty, on the part of that government, and 
Qat, an adequate provision would be made for the support 
1 Ms Majesty, and of his family and household.” To this 
ecret communication a secrot answer was received by the 

Gommander-in-Chief on the 20th of August, “ expressing,”
®ays the Governor-General, “ the anxious wish of his 
“ajesty to avail himself of the protection of tho British 

S°vorumont.” 1 On the 14th the British army began to 
cross the river. And on the same day, the General Bour- 
qum, who commanded in the late action, and four other 
,/,enok officers, surrendered themselves prisoners to Gone- 
Tl the 16th he paid his visit to Shah Aulum.

e language of the Governor-General, on this occasion, is 
-wnething more than pompous. “ His Excellency, the 
to , mander-in-Ohief, had the honour to pay his first visit 

' fajesty Shah Aulum on the 16th of September; 
tho co °01ip ’atulate his Majesty on his emancipation from 
and d"1 a French faction who had so long oppressed 
direct ^ra , h*1*1, His Majesty was graciously pleased to 
Akbar q? , est son> antl heir apparent, the Prince Mirza 
royal b“ah> to conduct the Commander-in-Chiof to his 
Oomm^lefeil°e‘ I’rinco was to have arrived at tho
reach a’lc °r-in-Chief’s tent at twelve o’clock; but did not 
By British camp until half-past three o’clock, p, m.
rnoui T i 16 kis Boyal Highness had been received, ro­
il w  , on his elephant, and the whole cavalcade formed, 
mile‘ half-past four o’clock, The distance being five 
BeliP l0i P0ramander-in-Chief did not reach the palace at 

rmtil sun-set. Tho crowd in the city was extra-

governor-General in Council, to the Seorc-t Committee, 12th 
l^ed , aji, i ,1 “l'evs-relatins to the Kins or Mogul at Delhi, ordered to he 

tiio I ’ 80 fu-rfn cl1’ See alEO the Message ot the Kin :, ibid. p. p,
« '•"stlir.h frora espn-sir.g great anxiety uf wish, exhibits m uclniistnut of 
hiln o "'heu’ t W P , in® of their late conduct, and declaring an apprehension 

'  Sam possession of the country they may prove forgetful of

(f ( E n g a g e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o e -g e n e e a l . v k l i



BOOK YI. ordinary; and it was with some difficulty that the caval- 
c h a p . x ii . cade could make its way to the palace. The courts of the
---------- palace were full of people; anxious to witness the deliver-

1803. a n c e  0 f  their sovereign from a state of degradation and 
bondage. At length the Commander-in-Chief was ushered 
into the royal presence: and found the unfortunate and 
venerable Emperor; oppressed by the accumulated cala­
mities of old age, degraded authority, extreme poverty, 
and loss of sigh t; seated under a small tattered canopy, 
the remnant of his royal state, with every external ap­
pearance of the misery of his condition.” 1

In another passage the Governor-General speaks of this 
event, as “ delivering the unfortunate and aged Emperor 
Shah Aulum, and the royal house of Timour, from misery, 
degradation, and bondage ; and rescuing his Imperial Ma­
jesty, the Mogul, from the hands of a desperate band of 
French adventurers.”"

With regard to the French officers, this is a language in 
the highest degree illiberal, if not unjust, and moreover, 
indecent. I t  was not they who degraded, if that was a 
crime, the house of Tim our; it is in evidence that they 
improved the condition of its surviving members; it ie 
not in evidence that they did not improve it as far as that 
improvement depended upon them. I t  is manifest, that 
certain forms of respect, and a less penurious supply of 
money, was all that could depend upon them. Of these 
there is no indication that the first were withheld. Of the 
second, the French had little to bestow. The revenues of 
Perron’s government must, with great difficulty, have met 
its charges, and he departed at last with no more than the 
fortune of a private individual. Whatever he afforded to 
Shah Aulum beyond the allowance prescribed by Sindiab, 
he must have paid out of his own fortune. And had 
Shah Aulum been supported out of the pocket of any 
English gentleman, of the Governor-General himself, 
though doubtless lie would have dealt by him kindly, 
and even generously; yet I  may venture to affirm, that 
his “ royal state,” would not have exhibited great mag­
nificence.

Besides, who would not imagine, upon hearing this lftU'
’ Papers relating to the Mahr.itta War, ufc supra, p. 249.
* Papers, ut supra, p. 234.
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gttage-0f the English ruler, that he was about to restore BOOK VI. 
u*s *• Imperial Majesty, Shah Aulurn (whom his subjects c h a p . xn.
J' ere so anxious to see delivered from a state of degrada- ---------
non and bondage,”) to his lost authority ? to those terri- 
Tories, from which lie had been extruded, only by successful 
Usurpation and rebellion, territories, of which the pro­
vinces held by the Company formed a material part ? or,
!f he was not to give him any of the usurped territories 
vhich hail fallen to the lot of the English, not even that 

. tribute which they had stipulated to pay him, and which 
they had long withheld; that at any rate he was to 
nestow upon him those territories, of which Sindiah 1 id 
deprived him, and which the English had just retaken, or 
Vere about to retake ? Not an atom of this. The English 
"'ere to restore no territory. Even that which they were 
n°w taking from Sindiah, and of which by Sindiah the Em­
peror had but lately been robbed, the English were to keep 
to themselves. The English, therefore, were to hold his 
‘ Imperial Majesty ” still degraded from all sovereign 

P°wer: still in bondage, as much as ever. The very 
Words of the Governor-General are, that only so much 

regard should be paid to the comfort and convenience of 
“s Majesty and the royal family as was consistent with 

. duo security of their persons," in other words, their 
Uuprisoument. Wherein then consisted the difference of 

u* treatment 1 In this alone, that he tvoiild enjoy more 
1 the comforts which in a state of imprisonment money 

Can bestow, and „ »s secure from personal violence.
Ine lofty description afforded us by the British ruler,

S°es on in the following words; “ It is impossible to 
describe the impression which General Lake’s conduct ou 
. Us interesting occasion has made on the minds of the 
‘“habitants of Delhi, end of all the Mussulmans who have 
ila<l an opportunity of being made acquainted with the 
occurrences of the 16th of September, 1803. In the meta- 
Puorieal language of Asia, the native news-writers who 
‘‘escribe this extraordinary scene, have declared that his 
; ‘ajesty Shah Aulum recovered his sight from excess of 
a i ' In S'lMtiou to many other marks of royal favour 
aua condescension, the Emperor was graciously pleased to
th0 h!tuj; 3aii something not less extravagant, when he passed into

(f( f  J  (flT
of the governor-general. k J £ ? J



BOOK VI. confer on General Lake the second title in the Empire, 
chap. xii. Swmsttm u dowla, ashgar ill m.ulk. Khan dowran Khan, 

— General Gerard Lake lahadur, futteh ju n g : The sword of 
1803. yjg st,at ej the hero of the land, the lord of the age, and the 

victorious in war.” 1 2
Though mention is made of the surrender of no more 

than one other French officer, named Dodemeque ;3 the 
letter to the Secret Committee, dated the 31st of October, 
says, “ The Governor-General in Council has the satisfac­
tion to inform your Honourable Committee, that no French 
officers of any consideration now remain in the service of 
the confederated Mahratta chieftains.” 3 This, then, was 
a danger, of which, whatever else may justly be said of it, 
there was little difficulty in getting rid.

Appointing Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony to hold the 
chief command at Delhi, and leaving a garrison of one 
battalion and four companies of native infantry, with » 
corps of Mewatties, newly raised under the command of 
Englishmen who had quitted the service of Sindiah at the 
beginning of the war, the Commauder-in-Chief began his 
march to Agra on the 24th of September, and arrived at 
Muttra on the 2nd of October, where he was joined by 
the troops from Futtyghur. On the 4th he arrived at 
A gra; and immediately summoned the garrison, but no 
answer was returned. He received information, that con­
siderable confusion prevailed within the fort, where all the 
European officers were placed under confinement.

Finding that approaches could not be made, unless 
seven battalions were dislodged of the enemy’s regul3*' 
infantry, who, with several guns, were encamped withou 
the fort, and occupied the town of Agra, together wit i 
the principal mosque, and some adjacent ravines, Genera 
Lake gave directions for attacking the town and th

1 How often, in looking narrowly into the conduct of public affairs,ha': j*1’!
friend of humanity occasion to lament the low state in which p o l i tic a l  v  ^  
i t o  remains.! its deplorable rtate compared even with private morality ! ~Li0 
many men would disdain the practice of hypocrisy in private, who, m P . 
life, repaid, it, even in Its grossest shape, as far from importing the same u 
ness of mind. Notes, nt supra, p. 240. . 0W

2 It is scarcely worth making any remark on this statement, except to s j
its spirit, t he same sentence that mentions M. Dodernctiue’s (Dudeynaig ,
surrender, adds, ho was accompanied by a French officer in Sindiah’s sei' 
our author should therefore have admitted that there were at least 1 
Frenchmen in the Mahratta army. Despatches, Hi, 426.—W.

3 Notes, ut supra, p. 203
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rsvy ea h hdilie 10th, both at the same time, the one -with BOOK VI. 
a brigade, the other with three battalions of sepoys. The ciur. xu. 
attack succeeded in both places, though not without a "
severe conflict; and the troops engaged in the ravines, 1803-
Being carried by their ardour to quit thorn, and gain the 
glacis, for the purpose of seizing the enemy’s guns, were 
exposed to a heavy fire of grape and matchlocks from the 
fort, and suffered proportionally both in officers and men.
Another occurrence was, that the defeated battalions 
agreed afterwards to transfer their services to the British 
commander, and marched into his camp, to tho number of 
2,500 men, on the 13th of October.

On that day the garrison desired a parley; but while a 
British officer, sent into the fort, was endeavouring to 
remove their objections to the terms of capitulation, they 
recommenced firing, and would admit of no further inter­
course. The breaching batteries, however, having opened 
°n tho morning of the 17th, and threatening a speedy 
catastrophe, they capitulated in the evening, on terms of 
safety to their persons and private property.1

A force, composed of fifteen regular battalions, sent 
north by Sindiah at the commencement of tho campaign, 
and of two battalions which had joined them from Delhi, 
aBur the battle of the 11th of September, still remained, 
rhey had occupied a position about thirty miles in the 
rear of the British army, during the siege of Agra, but 
W ithout attempting interruption. And they were under-- 
■dood to have in view a march upon Delhi, with the hope 
°f recovering that important post. In quest of this 
enemy, the British anny moved from Agra on the 27th of 
October. Retarded by the heaviness of the rain, they 
lcrt the heavy guns and baggage at Futtvpore, and on the 
3°th and 31st, marching twenty miles each day, they 
encamped on the 31st, a short distance from the ground 
'Obeh the enemy had quitted in the morning. The 
Ocnoral conceived the design of overtaking them with the 
cavalry, and givjng them, by a slight engagement, inter- 
^PUou till the arrival of tho infantry. Marching from 
12 o’clook on the night of tho 31st, till sunrise the next 
^erning, a distance of twenty-five miles, he came up with 
“c enemy, retreating as he imagined, and in confumon,

1 Notes, ut supra, p.281.
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ROOICYI. Eager not to permit their retreat to the hills, and to 
c h a p . x ii . secure their guns, he resolved, as he himself expresses it,
---------  “ to try the effect of an attack upon them with the

1803. cavalry alone.”
The advance of the cavalry was slow, the road having 

been rendered difficult by the water of a reservoir, the em­
bankment of which the enemy had cut. The British 
General, having commanded the advanced guard and first 
brigade, led by Colonel Vandeleur, to march upon the 
point, where the enemy, who had for some time been 
covered by the clouds of dust, had been observed in 
motion, directed the remainder of the cavalry to attack in 
succession as soon as they could form and come up. When 
they advanced sufficiently near to perceive the enemy, 
they found them occupying an advantageous position, with 
their right upon a rivulet which the British had. imme­
diately passed, their left on the village of Laswaree, and 
their whole front amply provided with artillery. The point 
to which the advanced guard and first brigade were di­
rected, was found to be the left of the enemy’s new posi­
tion, which, without hesitation, they attacked. They forced 
the line, and penetrated into the village, Colonel Vandelem' 
having fallen in the charge ; but they were exposed to so 
galling a fire of cannon and musquetry, that it was impos­
sible to form the squadrons for a second attack, and the 
General was obliged to draw them off. They left for want 
of draught cattle, the guns of the enemy which had fallen 
into their hands ; and the other brigades retired from tho 
fire to which they found themselves expqsed, without being 
able to discover the enemy, though they fell in with and 
carried away a few of their guns. The British infantry, 
which had left thoir former ground at three in the morn­
ing, arrived on the banks of the rivulet about eleven- 
After so long a march, some time for refreshment was in­
dispensably required. During this interval a proposal was 
received from tbe enemy, offering on certain conditions to 
surrender their guns. The General, eager to stop the effu­
sion of blood, offered immediately to comply with theif 
terms, and allowed them an hour to come to a final deter­
mination. In the meantime, the disposition was made for 
battle. Tho whole of the infantry was formed on tho left, 
with a view to attack the right flank of the enemy, which,

if( I f  VflT\  • \3 H S ?  / • /  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. I  ;
Y % X ^ ^  '•-/ ^



'xhxofJieTuorning had been thrown back to some distance, BOOK VI. 
leavtnZan interval to the rivulet. The British infantry chap. su .
Was formed in two columns, the first destined to turn the —------
right flank of the enemy, and assault the village of Slohaul- 18u3- 
pool', the second, to support the first. The cavalry was 
formed into three brigades, of which one was to support 
the infantry in the attack of the enemy’s right, another 
'"’as detached to the right of the British army, to watch 
the enemy’s left, avail itsolf of any confusion, and attack 
them in their re trea t; the third composed the reserve, and 
'"'as formed in the space between the preceding two. The 
enemy were drawn up in two lines, which had the village 
°f Mohaulpoor between them on the left, and extended 
heyoud it on the right.

The time for parley being expired, the British infantry 
ttoved along the bank of the rivulet, through high grass 
and broken ground, which afforded cover. The enemy, as 
soon as the movements of the British columns to turn 
their flank became visible, threw back their right, forming 
an acute angle in front with their former position, and ren­
t i n g  it impossible to turn their flanks. As soon as the 
■British columns became exposed to the enemy’s cannon, 
the field-pieces which they had been able to bring up, and 
Jhe galloper guns attached to the cavalry, formed into four 
batteries, began also to fire. The cannonade on both sides 
'"as very spirited and severe. The King’s 76th regiment,
^hich headed the attack, and had often signalized its dis- 
®*phne and courago in India, had arrived, together with a 
battalion and five companies of native troops, within one 
hundred paces of the enemy, while the remainder of the 
b°hittm, impeded in its advanoe, was still at some distance 
behind. This advanced party were exposed to the enemy’s 
®1’6 > and the men were falling very fast. Thus situated, 
l ho General thought it better to advance with them to the 
‘ddao.k, than w aitrill the remainder of the column should 
I f  able to form. As soon as they arrived within reach of 
tl19 enemy’s canister shot, a tremendous fire was opened 
uPon them ; and their loss was exceedingly severe. The 
1 ̂ Sularifcy of their advance being disturbed by the severity 
Z  khe cannonade, the enemy’s cavalry were encouraged to 
j f arge. The steadiness, however, of “ this handful of 
ber°e,s>” ^  they are justly denominated by their grateful
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BOOK VI. commander, enabled them to repulse the assailants with 
c h a p . x ii . their fire. They rallied, however, at a little distance, and
——---- resumed a menacing posture ; when the General ordered

1803. an attack by the British cavalry. I t  was performed, with 
great gallantly and success, by the 29th regiment of dra­
goons, whose commander, Major Griffiths, was killed by a 
cannon-shot immediately before the charge. The infantry, 
at the same time, advanced upon the enemy’s line, which 
they broke and routed. The remainder of the first column 
of British infantry arrived just in time to join in the 
attack of the enemy’s second line, of which the right had 
been thrown back in the same proportion as that of the 
first. Major-General Ware, who commanded the right 
wing of the British army, fell about the same time by a 
cannon-shot. After a good resistance, and losing all their 
guns, the enemy were driven back towards a small mosque 
in the rear of the village, when the three brigades of Bri­
tish cavalry, advancing upon them from their different 
positions, charged them with great execution. A column 
of tho enemy on the left attempted to go oft'in good order 
with a part of the baggage: but were turned by the bri­
gade of horse which had been detached to the right of the 
British army, and shared the same fate with the rest ot 
their companions. About two thousand of the enemy, 
seeing it impossible to escape, threw down their arms, and 
surrendered themselves prisoners, with the baggage and 
everything belonging to their camp.

This battle appears to have been gained principally by 
the admirable discipline and bravery of the 76th regimen • 
Of the commander, the gallantry was probably more re­
markable than the generalship. He was frustrated 
two of his p lans; in his attack with the cavalry in tj10 
morning, and in turning the flank of the enemy in t  0 
afternoon; and the victory was gained at last by m01 
dint of hard fighting, to which the general himself set 
conspicuous example. He led the charge of the cavalry1 
the morning; and at the head of the 76th regiment ('wbic 
ho allowed to come up too soon) conducted in person ever, 
operation of the day. Two horses were shot under hii» < 
and his son, acting as his aide-de-camp, was wounded b) 
his side, in circumstances resembling those of poetic dis 
tress. The son had but just persuaded the father to moub



«r one of liis own had fallen under him, BOOK VI. 
lJiBicea oy several shots, when he himself was struck chap. xii.
With a hall ; and at that instant the father was obliged --------- -
fo lead on the troops, leaving his wounded son upon the 1S03- 
field.

With seventeen battalions of infantry, the enemy are 
supposed to have brought into the action more than four 
thousand horse. Their guns, in number seventy-two, being 
a"  taken, were more precisely known. The English loss 
amounted to 172 men killed, 652 wounded. Three months 
°nly had elapsed since General Lake crossed the Mah- 
l'atta frontier; and not only the whole of that army 
Which the Governor-General had treated as an object of 
80 much apprehension, was destroyed, but the whole 
°f that extensive territory in the region of the Jumna, 
which the predecessor of Dowlut Rao had so laboriously 
^Ided to his dominions, was placed in the hands of tho 
English.1

1 ^sotes, ut supra, p. 251 to 254, 288.—M.
Although the account given of the battle of Laswari, in the official despatches,

. repeated verbally in the Notes on the Mnhratta "War, and Major Thorn’s 
«m°ir of the War in India, there is some indistinctness in the early part of 

‘if  narrative, and it is left doubtful by the Dispatch whether the Mahratta 
'yas attacked by the cavalry before its change of position. There can 1x3 

° doubt, however, that it was so attacked, hut without effect, as the new p o  
ei»\°U waa tal'fn up without any serious opposition, by noon, ilie  charge then 
tkpCted by the advance ami first brigade was evidently a failure also; although 
0 ' y broke through the first line, it would seem, that they made no impression 
f0 second, and were exposed to so heavy a lire that it was impossible to 
stat*!t,le S(lua^rons f°r ft second attack, and the enemy kept their ground. The 
the 1Tlcn* that th® other brigades were unable to discover the enemy, altliough 
c,,.ey h*ll in with find carried'uway a few of their guns, is M.rxwhm inc •ngm- 
Oft. Und is incorrect. The third brigade was ordered to turn the right flank 
h t,lc enemy, and failed not to discover and to feel them,, '.though their guns, 

concealed by a high grass jungle, became perceptible only when a tiv- 
«QHdous shower cf grape and doubk-headed shot poured upon the ad vim cm g 

tipadrons. The cavnlrv, however, it is said, broke through tho line, although 
tK  8«ns were chained together, and charged backwards m.d torvvnrds three 
till „es' “ore. again, is some ». precision, ns it is added that their Uat- 

which wore drown up i.ind a deep uurenohment, kept up a ml ling 
bSJrtth  musqqrtry, which dul great execution. Their hue, therefore, was not 
S b " ’ although it might have been penetrate 1 by the cavalry, who suffered 

severely in these fruitless displays of headstrong\tdour. It undent*
‘herelore, that until the iufaniry came into ̂ u n  Uie Mal.ratto hn.Uhe

ttaf f ,llc day; and after thev were attacked by the whole Brush W o , they 
£*">Uined a'stunt resistance, and infl.cted terrible destruction upon their 
p l a n t s  i t  is lastly  M ark ed  by Mdlor Thout, that throughout the war, 
tiirfy. °°uflict gave credence „f the improvement. made liy tlx  natives m mili- 
tSknow ledfS , through their connexion with the trench On the present 
th l^ o x  the effect of their influence and instruction was fully experienced in 
o r\ Wir-ation of the artuv of t-iudiah, whlrb evinced ail the characteristics 
lhib!" ':!,can arrangement and discipline. It is worthy ot remark, t o, that 
is ,1 <li- iblined battalions were in the l. tile of Liswanlelt to themselves. It 

U0ul)iiui if they had any European ©fliteri wi.it them; certainly they had
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BOOK A7!;' During the time of these exploits, the great division oi 
cjhp. xh. the English army in the south had been employed in the
---------- following manner. The strong fortress of Ahmednuggur,

1803. held by Sindiah, with its adjoining territory, was the object 
of the first operations of General Wellesley. He moved 
from his camp at Waikee on the 8th of August, and, arri­
ving at Ahmednuggur, took the pettah by escalade, on the 
same day. The English had thirty-three men killed, and 
eleven wounded. They opened a battery against the fort 
on the 10th; and on the 11th the Kelledar or Governor 
offered to negotiate ; and on the 12th evacuated the fort, 
on condition of safety to the persons and private pro 
perty of the garrison. This acquisition was of some im­
portance ; one of the strongest fortresses in India, in 
good repair, on the frontier of the Nizam, covering Too- 
nah, and a point of support to the future operation m
advance.’ <

In taking possession of the districts of 0,34,000 rupees 
estimated revenue, dependent on Ahmednuggur, an 
making arrangements for the security of the ioit, t  io 
General was occupied for several days, and crossed the 
Godavery only on the 24th. On the same day, Sindiah, 
and the Rajah of Berar, having ascended the Adjuntee 
Ghaut, entered the territory of the Nizam with a large 
body of horse. On the 29th, General Wellesley arrived at 
Aurungabad, between which place, and the corps under 
Colonel Stephenson, who had moved to the eastward 
toward the Badowly Ghaut, the enemy had passed, »u< 
had reached Jalnapoor, about forty miles east from Aurun­
gabad.2 The enemy continued their march in a south-oas 
direction, with a vie w, as was reported, to cross the Go a 
very, and march upon Hyderabad. To intercept them 1 
this intention, General Wellesley regained the rive’, '111 _ 
moved eastward along its northern bank. The enemji 
however, soon altered their course, and proceeded to tb 
north of Julnapoor. Colonel Stephenson returned b 'M,j 
the eastward on the 1st of September, and on the ->u

none of character, The cavalry, ton, although it has been affirmed that 
Maliratta chiefs should have looked to that as their national and1 oidv eftt 
three, gave no support to the infantry in this engagement. Hunt! s
of the Campaign in Hindustan, 219.—W. . w

• Notes, lit supra, p. 239, 200.—M. Wellington Despatches, i. 299.—W.
'i  Wellington Despatches, i. 344.—W.



V^HffgESd^aijd carried the fort of Julnapoor.’ After this, BOOK Yl 
“^SfifilhAeveral attempts to bring the enemy to action, chap. xii.
aud actually surprised their camp on the night of the 9th --------- -

September. They continued their northern movement 1803. 
°ward the Adjuntee pass, near which they were joined by 

a detachment, it is said, of sixteen battalions of Sindiah’s 
Regular infantry, commanded by two Frenchmen." On the 

1st, the divisions of the British army were so near, that 
the two commanders had a conference, and concerted a 
1’lan for attacking the enemy jointly on the morning of 
the 24th. Colonel Stephenson marched by a western 
i°ute, General Wellesley by the eastern, round the hills 
between Budnapore and Jalna. On the 23rd, General Wel­
lesley received intelligence that Siudiah and the Baja had 
tooved off with their cavalry in the morning; but that 
the infantry, about to follow, were still in camp at the dis­
tance of about six miles.
. This intelligence, from which the General inferred the 
'Btention of the enemy to escape, made him resolve to 
attack them, without waiting till the following morning 
01' Colonel Stephenson. He found the whole combined 

near the village of Assye, encamped on the bank of 
he Kailna river. His road brought him first in front of 
heir right; but as it was composed almost ontirelv of 

?avalry, and the defeat of the infantry was mast likely to 
0 effectual, he resolved to attack the left. Marching 

1,Jllnd, he crossed the Biver Kailna, at a ford beyond the 
6l|etny’s left flank ; and formed the infantry in two lines,
?.lld the British cavalry as a reserve in a third; leaving 
he Sfahratta and Mysore cavalry on the other sido of the 
^ ‘lna, to hold in check a large body of the enemy’s 

^•alry, which had followed the British army from the 
rieht of their own position. As soon as the enemy por- 
jC-jv«d the intention of the British general to attack their 

they changed the position of their infantry and guns.
^ ° th e r  stream, called the Juah, of nearly the same size 
5?**l the Kailna, flowed in a parallel direction: at a small 
/ystance beyond it, the enemy formed a line, having its 

dht on the Kailna, and its left on the Juah. This lino

SUiftTi'°y " xtc i S J S S U  of CoL Pohlm,m> M. Dupont, and Be- 
au>uroo. Ibid. 386,—W.
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B O O K  YI. aiul that of the British army faced one another; xffiOlre 
>Sa!<S8Srfi. enemy formed a second line on the left of their position, 

—- nearly at right angles to their first, extending to the rear 
1803. along the hanks of the Juah. The fire of the enemy’s 

guns performed dreadful execution, as the British army 
advanced. The British artillery had opened upon tho 
enemy at the distance of 400 yards; but the number of 
men and bullocks that were disabled soon rendered it im­
possible to bring on the guns ; and as they were found to 
produce litTe effect, the General resolved to advance with­
out tliem. The right of the British line was so thinned 
by the cannon of the enemy’s loft, that a body of their 
cavalry was encouraged to charge it. A body of the Bri­
tish cavalry, however, were prepared to intercept them, 
and they were repelled with slaughter. The steady advance 
of the British troops at last overawed the enemy, and they 
gave way in every direction. The cavalry then broke in, 
and charged them with the greatest effect. The onerny 
fled, but the force of the English was too small to render 
the victory decisive. Some of the enemy’s corps went oft 
iD good order ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell was killed, 
i i charging with the British cavalry a body of infantry, 
who had again formed, but soon resumed their retreat. 
Many also of the enemy’s guns, which had been left in the 
rear by the British line as they advanced, were, by a prac­
tice common in the native armies of India, turned up00 
the British by individuals who had thrown themselves a3 
dead upon the ground. Tho General thought it necessary 
to take a regiment of European infantry, and one of nativ° 
cavalry, and proceed in person to stop this fire, which l ',r 
some time was very severe. His horse in this ope ratio0 
was shot under him. The enemy’s cavalry, which had been 
hovering about during the action, continued for some tim0 
near the British line. But at last,, the whole of the enemy 
went off, leaving ninety-eight pieces of cannon, and seven 
standards, in the hands of the English, with 12(J0 m en,1 
is said, dead on the field.

I t required no ordinary exertion of discipline and cou­
rage in the men, to advance with so much steadiness unde* 
the carnage of such a fire. The personal courage, too, 
abundantly displayed, of the General who led them o°- 
And unless in as far as the wisdom may he questioned
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(I ( ^ J e MTIONS OF COLONEL STEPHENSON. V S T

\% ?^ ^ ag W > in g  so great a number of men for the only BOOlfytA“  ̂
p5j«sE^lfen could be attained by i t ; nest, of not waiting citAr. in.
f  arrival of Stephenson, when the victory would have -------—

®en attended with much greater, perhaps with decisive 1803- 
all tS’ cont ûc  ̂°f f te  a°fi°n) >t is probable, possessed 

i-he merit of which the nature of the case allowed. Of 
th' arm7> 428 were killed, 1138 were wounded. As

o whole are said to have consisted of only 4500 men, 
eit.|Ween °De ^ ' rt4 and one half of the whole army wero 
1 cr killed or wounded. This was paying very dear for 
0 indecisive an affair.'
Colonel Stephenson, though his march had been re- 

arded by some unexpected impediment, arrived on the 
■*ln ; and was immediately sent after the enemy, whom

Sit^p cs’ llt suPra> P* 230, &c. and 2S0.—’I. Despatches, i. 336.
. .  Thomas Mumo thus expresses the opinion upon the battle of Assye that 

^ Sf. Very generally entertained in India:—“ If there was anything wrong at 
rw j'f Was in giving battle; but in the conduct of the action everything was 
p;fr£ General Wellesley gave every part of his army its full share, left no 
-with ?° f unpir>ployed; 'but supported, sometimes with cavalry, sometimes 
nc-eeV« utry’ every point that was pressed, at the moment that it was most 
1.804 . ]ry' Mfe’ *• 3̂ -  The letter, in which this occurs, is dated February,
'VeliAcj :3 0Pinion had not been changed, therefore, by the letter of General 
action th to llira of the lst Nov-» in answer to lus objection to the 
letter * , t Stevenson had been detached. General Wellesley, in this
303t [n his own remarks on the notion, published in his despatches, i.
VoidabiB ? “ ,at tllC separate march of his corps and Col. Stevenson’s was una- 
'vherc o’ hut that it was so arranged us to have brought them to the point, 
time/ ’ 5.Cc?rding to their intelligence, the enemy was to be found, at the same 
u d i s L ^ n g  to a misapprehension of the intelligence, by which the name of 

i cHision (i" confounded with that of a village in it, and the consequent con- 
■<vssye 1 ,a- they were in the village of Bokerdur, instead of tlie village 

at a  , district of Bokerdur, General Wellesley came upon the r left 
thr-v ° at (̂ 1 villa£®» six miles ncarer than the former. Here he learned 

^Uhtioi' Were retr0Gtir,g- lie conceived it dangerous to ascertain this by a 
'vhole 5*tnce of part of his force, and to have reconnoitred them with the 

• a,1u then attempted to retire, would have been difficult, if not impos- 
| ‘he face of their numerous cavalry; he, therefore, with the prompti-

*0» ft rcsolute judgment, determined to make it a battle. That the losa 
I ^ v‘e»'o was in part attributable to tlie officer who led the picquets on the.
I keL- followed by the 79th direct upon the village of Assye, instead

w' HeVi? "lil of the range of the shot, os he was directed, tlie British c< m- 
thJlaviQg determined to mancauvre by his left. The corps on the right 

1° a t r . ' i ' 8tiParated from the left by a large break, and were not only exposed 
x **1* 141 , cannonade from Assye, bntwere charged by the enemy’s cavalry; 
fa*, im, "*is charge the British cavalry were brought into action sooner than 
v 1: i t . ■ It was thus brought into the cannonade; horses and men were

a e s f - ^ c d  among broken infantry, and separated; the unity ot the body 
y !ien i.^oyed, and it was no longer possible to use ft as had been planned,

I'hiccd in the third line to pursue and cut up the defeated and 
°hooX5my* Fl'ui» this vindication of his measures ft is clear that the 

i f,1 d not havo beon avoided without mischief, and that the cost of its
e- t,K' lii.fr1lg.ht » been less but for one of those chances which, according 
t ,; -forian of it-,-- Dnke of Wellington's Peninsular campaigns — and we 

for better authority — so frequently influence the fate of bat-

' G° ^ \



.pOOK YI. the state of the troops under General WelleSieyl't®- 
dered him unable to pursue. The enemy had been so

---------- little broken or dispersed by their defeat, that they had
1603. pttle to dread, from the pursuit of Colonel Stephenson; 

and proceeded westward, along the bank of the Taptee, as 
if they meditated a descent upon Poonah by a march to the 
southward through the Caserbary Ghaut. General Wel­
lesley imagined that this was a demonstration to prevent 
a northern movement of the British troops against the 
city of Boorhanpore, the fortress of Asseerghur, and the 
rest of Sindiah’s places in Candesh. But that General 
deemed himself sufficiently strong, both to proceed 
against the places in question, and to watch the move­
ments of the enemy towards the south. Remaining with 
his own army to the southward, he sent his commands to 
Stephenson, who had descended the Adjuntee Ghaut, hi 
pursuit of the enemy, to continue his march to the north­
ward, and attack Boorhanpore and Asseerghur. As soon 
as tho plan of the British General came to the knowledge 
of the enemy, the Raja of Rerar and Sindiah separated 
their armies, the former marching towards Chandore, the 
latter making a movement to the northward, for tho pur' 
pose of yielding protection to his threatened possesions- 
General Wellesley followed to the north, and descended 
the Adjuntee Ghaut on tho 19th of October; Sindiah- 
upon this, instead of continuing his movement to the 
north, gave it an easterly direction through the valley 
formed by the Taptee and Poorna rivers ; while the R;1Jft 
of Berar passed through the hills which formed the 
boundary of Candesh, and moved towards the GodaverJ;,. 
This seemed to require again the presence of Genera* 
Wellesley in the south, who accordingly ascended tiJ 
Adjuntee Ghaut on the 25th of October, and, continuing 
his march to the southward, passed Aurungabad ou t '1 
S29tli.

In the mean time Colonel Stephenson had easily 0 
complished the service upon which he had been detach® , 
The city of Boorhanpore was evacuated on his approac J  | 
and was entered by the British troops on the lDfcb 
October. On the 17th he marched upon Asseerghur, t  j 
importance of which, in the estimation of the peopl® ̂  
India, may be conjectured from a name by which it i
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\ W ^ 9̂ a /  the Key of the Deccan. On the ISth 
^JpjjeO i^phcnson attacked the pettah, and of course cha p . six .
'rith-milccess. On the 20th the batteries were opened --------- -
Against the fort, and within an hour the garrison offered 1803.
0 accept the conditions which the British commander 
ad proposed on summoning the place. In this manner 
he fortress was placed in the hands of the English on the 

st, and with it the whole of Sindiah’s dominions in the 
cecan. The opei’ations of the army were now turned 

against Berar. Colonel Stephenson began an easterly 
ovement towards Sindiah; and received the commands 
the General to prosecute his march as far as Gawilghur, 

lay siege to that, the principal fox-tress belonging to 
l he Raja of Berar.*

In the first week of November, Jeswunt Rao Gorpai-ah, 
and another person of inferior rank, arrived in the British 
camp, commissioned, they said, by Sindiah, to treat with 
general Wellesley on the subject of peace. As soon after 

0 battle of Assye as the 8th of October, the British 
general had received a letter from one of Sindiah’s mi­
sters, requesting that he would send to the enemy’s 

t0* f t  one of the British, and one of the Nizam’s officers,
^  settle the terms of a peace.2 With this request the 
Coi^ei'a' deemed it, on two accounts, inexpedient to 
ahth • ’ because the letter bore no stamp of the 
n Sindiah, who might afterwards disavow i t ;
a mi ’ because a British officer in the camp of the enemy,
Petit-10 aPPearance! on the part of the British, of being 
of 10I*ers for peace, would reanimate the dejected minds 
box 6 et*erny’s troops. But he expressed his readiness 
cbiefUrably 1° receive any person whom the confederate 
catu S IB*ght, for that purpose depute, to the British 
to v  ®everal subsequent proposals had been submitted 
n^Khhr but all, through channels, which the principal 
Pam nave disavowed. Even Qorparah, and his com- 
h e r a i^ b e n  requested, at their first conference with Ge- 
prQ'c| 'V L'llesley, to exhibit their credentials, had none to 

| , ll0e- Though liable to be dismissed with disgrace,
I W ellesley’s D espatch , T apers re la ting  to  E ast In d ia  Affairs,
I R- bit- e-1«06,) x„. :>•„ p. 82.—M. Wellington Despatches, i. 413 _\Y.
I Ct,,°51nr, w as n o t from  one of S indiah’s m inisters b u t from  ilalloojce

W eiehW I 1,1 .!.*•' -hwa’s m ost confldentia! agen t, who, no w ith stan d in g  th e  w ar,
“uSton T, lliah’s tamp. Tor Ucncxal Wellesley’s reply to his letter, see 

I Vop, ^Patches, i. 426.—W.
■ Vb B B
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BOOR-YI. they were told by the British General, that they might 
chap. xii. remain in the camp, till they had time to receive froin
--------- - their master those powers which were necessary to enable

1803- them to treat, and those documents to substantiate their 
powers, without wldch they ought not to have been sent. 
In the meantime a letter arrived from Sindiah, declaring 
his intention to send another commissioner, and disavow­
ing Gorparah and his companion. General Wellesley, who 
believed, in this case, that the master was the impostor, 
not- the servants, sent for the unhappy men, and mad® 
them acquainted with the dangerous situation in whic 
they were placed. They convinced him, that, on thei 
part, there was no fiction, and gratefully received his as­
surance that he would not render them the victims of tb 
duplicity of their master. In the mean time, Gorparah 
application for powers, and his account of his recepti® 
by the British General, had been received by Sindiah, au 
determined that unsteady chief to send him the requisi 
powers. They arrived in the British camp a few bou 
after the conference on the disavowal had taken place, » ^  
were still defective in one essential po in t;1 for amendm® 
in respect to which, the General advised Gorparah and b 
colleague again to apply. In the mean time, he solicit^ 
an armistice, and that for both confederates. This, as 
ambassador, or expression of a desire for peace, had 
arrived from the Baja of Berar, and as it was impolitic 
allow the hostile princes to negotiate in common, ”  ,
lesley positively refused, in regard to tho other chieftaJ^ 
but granted to Sindiah for the troops in tho Deccan, 
was dated on the 23rd of November; requiring, that t 1 
diah should take up a position agreed upon, and not W 
proach the British camp nearer than a distance of 
coss. Calculating upon the division of the confederaW. 
finding that the Baja of Berar was proceeding towards , 
own territories, that the number of troops he had * ,j; 
him was small, and diminishing every day ; ceasing. ̂  
consequence, to have any apprehension for the territ® ^  
of the Nizam, Wellesley descended the Ghaut by K»J

,aA
i They were essentially detective, ns they did not enable the envoys 

nnv portion of the territory ns compensation to the Uritiah ° ‘;V 
the allot,;., which was required os the basis of the pacification. '-c.il 
£61. See also Wellington Despatches, i. 495, 514, 522.—W.

w



\ - \  S  / • /  BATTLE OF ARGAUM. ' \ |  .K S  J
wh^ - jvJbw to support, and cover the operations of Ste-BOOK VI. 
Phenson against the fort of Gawilghur. The principal emir. xn.
Part of the army of the Raja of Berar was encamped ---------
u»der the command of his brother, Munuo Bappoo, not 1S03. 
for from Elichpoor ; and the cavalry of Sindiali, who had 
1101 yet ratified the armistice, was encamped at about four 
f ile s’ distance. Colonel Stephenson had advanced as far 
as Hattee Anderab, on the 28th of November ; when, 
being apprized of the situation of the enemy, and the ap­
proach of General Wellesley, he prudently halted, to 
pnable both armies to co-operate in the attack. They 
joined, on the 29th, at a place within sight of the enemy’s 
camp. Upon the approach of the British, the enemy' re­
tired ; and as the troops had performed a very long march 
°n a very hot day, the General had no intention of pur­
suit. Bodies of horse were in a little time obsorved in 
front. And, on pushing forward the piquets for taking up 
the ground’ of encampment, the enemy were distinctly 
Perceived, drawn up regularly on the plains of Argaum. 
forte as was the period of the day, the General resolved 
to attack. The distance was about six miles. The British 
amiy advanced in a direction nearly parallel to that of the 
enemy’s line, in one column, led by the British cavalry, 

covered on the left and rear by the cavalry of Hy­
derabad and Mysore. The enemy’s line extended above 

v° miles. Sindiah’s part of the force, consisting of one 
>,ei'y heavy body of cavalry, was on the right, having some 

jndarees and other light troops on thoir outward flank.
^he village of Argaum, with its extensive enclosures and 
Sm-dens, was in the rear of the euemv’3 line ; in its front 
,Vl* a plain, cut by a number of water-courses. The 
J^ tish  army was formed iu two lines ; the infantry in the 

the cavalry iu the second ; the British, to support 
u n tigh t, the Mogul and Mysore, the left. Tire British 
>  "’as n0t  formed exactly parallel to that of the enemy, 

with the right a little advanced, to press upon the 
O fa y ’s left. Some time was spent in forming-the order 
* battle, because part of the infantry which led the 

"°lumn got intQ somo confusion.1 As soon as the hue was

A s l ^ rce r a- which had behaved admirably at
end «< re running off. .*«  the cannonade 

■ ^ e d  r o e n e ^ ’e to k y  M  luckily ut hand, and was able to rally
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m s k  yi/formed, the whole advanced in the greatest 
\ r e g i m e n t s  on the right were attacked by a largebody ®

....... '  Persians, as was supposed, whom they destroyed; fl
1803. battalion also on the left received and repulsed a charge 

of Sindiah’s cavalry. As the British line advanced, the 
enemy retired in disorder, leaving thirty-eight pieces of 
cannon, with their ammunition, in the hands of the as­
sailants. The cavalry continued their pursuit by moon­
light ; but night rendered it impossible to derive many 
advantages from the victory. The British loss, in tin9 
battle, if battle it may be called, was trifling; total in 
killed, wounded, and missing, 346.1

After the battle of Argaum, the General resolved to los0 
no time in commencing the siege of Gawilghur. He a1 
rived at Elichpoor on the 5th of December, where 
endeavoured to collect information for the attack. Gavvn' 
ghur stands upon a lofty point of a ridge of mountain9 
between the sources of the rivers Poorna and Taptee. 1 
consisted of two forts ; the inner, fronting to the sou*** 
where the rock is most precipitous ; and the outer, covering 
the former, toward the north-west and north. Up01* 
deliberation, it appeared advisable to make the princip1* 
attack upon the northern side. To this service the corp9 
of Colonel Stephenson was destined, having been equipp®. 
for that purpose at Asseerghur. On the 7th, both divJ' 
sious of the army marched from Elichpoor; that und® 
Colonel Stephenson, by a road of about thirty miles 1 
length, through the mountains, the road which led w0’, 
directly to the point of attack ; that under General ” 
lesley, with all the cavalry, in a different direction, with 
view to cover, and if possible assist them, by other atta® 
on the south and the west. The march of Colonel S ^  
phenson, through the mountains, was attended with altf>° 
insuperable difficulties. The heavy ordnance, and stor^j | 
were dragged by hand, over mountains, and thro*1̂  
ravines, for nearly the whole distance, by roads which^,
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------;ilCe4
them and restore the day. Ho adds, “ If I had not been there, I am con' ^ lCy  
wc should have lost the day. As it was, so much time elapsed hem* flj* 
could be formed again, that there vvas not daylight sufficient for e,, **
that might have been performed.” Letter to Major Shawe, D espot 
633.— W . a _  r v c . I®0 1

1 Lieut. Gov.-Gen, in Council to the Secret Committee, dated 2«th v  1j05, J> 
ibid, p, 297 ; a!so Calcutta Gazettes, ibid. p. 290—295.—M. De»F‘u 
628.—YV.

1
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*( jiSORT OF GAWILGHUR TAKEN. \ V p

fin I,rovio,lsly necessary for the troops to make. BOOK VI.
the tilth, Colonel Stephenson reached his ground, and chap. xii.

at night erected two batteries in front of the north face ---------
O- the fort. On the same night the troops of General 1803.

ellesley constructed a battery on the mountain under 
he southern gate ; but as it was impossible to get up the 

. eavy guns, it proved of little advantage. On the even- 
lu° of the 14th, the breaches in the walls of the outer 
ort wero practicable. Preparations were made during the 

j and the assault was to be given on the following 
Dooming. Beside the party destined for the storm, two 

etachments were led, one toward the southern, another 
toward the north-west gate, for the purpose merely of 
drawing tho attention of the enemy, as neither of them 
could get into the fort till tho storming party should open 
the gates. The troops advanced about ten o’clock ; and 
the outer fort was soou in possession of the assailants.
The wall of the inner fort was then to be earned. I t bad 
Dot been breaclied, and attempts were made in vain upon 
the gate. A place, however, was found, at which the wall 
ttught be escaladed, when Captain Campbell mounted with 
the light infantry of the 94th regiment, and opened the 
gate. After this the garrison made no resistance. “ Yast 
Dumber,s of them,” says tho Goneral, “ were killed, par­
ticularly at different gates.” 1 

While the two great divisions of the British army wero 
hus engaged, the minor objects of the war had been no 
css successfully pursued.

The detachment of British troops which had boon as­
sembled at Allahabad, under the command of Lieutenaut- 
tjolonel Powell, for the occupation of Bundelcund, crossed 
the Jumna, and entered that province, on the 6th of 
September. The situation of the province at that period 

briefly as follows : —
■ huttersaul, having succeeded a long lino of Hindu 

“Dceators, in the Bajaship of Bundelcund, of whom a con­
querable number bad existed in the state of vassals to 
1 le Mogul throne, availed himself of the decline of that 
Monarchy, not only to re-establish liis independence, but 
CDlarge his dominions. Alarmed, however, at the prospect 
°‘ what was likely to follow from the power and disposi-

i Despatches, i. 550*

/'"V



^SOCQPyRytion of his Mahratta neighbours, he sought for profficwon 
efetrSw nto his house, by securing the favour of the most powerful
----------of the Mahratta leaders. For this purpose, though tho

1S03- father of a numerous offspring, he adopted Bajee Rao, tiie 
first Peshwa, as his son ; and left him a third part of his 
dominions. The rest he divided equally between two of 
his sons. Further subdivisions took place in succeeding 
generations. Jealousies arose amongthe different branches 
of the family ; and wars ensued. The country, as was the 
habitual state of Hindu countries, was perpetually ravaged 
by hostile contentions; and at last so much enfeebled, 
that it offered an easy prey to any invader.

While Sindiah made his conclusive attempt, in 178(5, 
upon the expiring sovereignty of Delhi, the Peshwa joined 
in the expedition, with a view of joining also in the 
plunder. His object was to obtain the Doab, or district 
between the Jumna and Ganges ; and he placed Ali 
Bahaudur, the grandson, by an illegitimate father, of 
Bajee Rao, the first Peshwa, whom he destined to govern 
it in his name, at the head of the troops whom he sent to 
join in the expedition. In the course of tho enterprise, a 
breach ensued between Sindiah and Ali Bahaudur, who 
was joined by another chief, named Raja Himmut Bahau- 
dur.1 Frustrated in their views upon the Doab, which 
Sindiah destined, probably from the beginning, for himself* 
these two chieftains directed their arms against Bundel- 
cund. From the distracted state of tho country, it was 
speedily overrun, and apparently subdued; but in a moun­
tainous region, where every village was a fortress, the 
authority of the Mahratta government was not easily* 
indeed never completely, established. Ali Bahaudur 
agreed to yield obedience and tribute to the Peshwa, the 
latter of which was never in his power. Ho died in 1802, 
having spent fourteen years without completing the reduc­
tion of Bundelcuud, one of the fortresses of which, tho 
celebrated Callinger, he was fruitlessly besieging at the 
time of his death. His son, Shumshere Bahaudur, eighteen 
years of age, was then resident at Poonah; and the Raj*

1 Uimmot Baliadnr was a religions character, or Gosain, and also a soldi'1'1' 
of fortune, who was first in the service of the Nawab of Chide, Ho avails 
himself of itie state of anarchy of Bundelkand to establish himself ill the Pr ° “ 
vlncc, and is said to have invited Ali Bahadur to invade it,—W.
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Sifflairfc 'Baliaudur, who had always retained a great share BOOK VI. 
ot power, aud who now found the government at his dis- chap. xii.
P°sal, appointed a distant relation of the family re g e n t---------

uring the absence of the prince.1 In this situation were 1803. 
e affairs of Bundelcund, when the Peshwa was driven 

lora Poonah, and the war broke out between the British 
government and the Mahratta chiefs.

In the month of August, 1803, certain alterations were 
'oieud upon between the British government and the 

eshwa, in the terms of the treaty of Bassein. Of these 
no principal were, that the English, in lieu of some of the 

c°ded districts, and as a compensation for an additional 
number of subsidized troops, should accept of territory in 
Bundelcund, which it remained for them to subdue, 
gelding, by estimate, a revenue of 36,16,000 rupees.- As 
rtiinmut Bahaudur, in the probable success of the Eng- 
nsh, anticipated the loss of his own power, he inge­
niously resolved to assist them in their project, on condi- 
'on of obtaining an advantageous indemnity to himself. 
ie was accordingly ready, with a force of about 13,000, of 
' )000 men, as soon as the detachment of the British 

U' my entered the territory of Bundelcund. He joined the 
®”achment on the 15th of September; on the 23rd they 

ai'nved, in conjunction, on the bank of Hie river Cane; 
f°und the troops of Shumshcre Bahaudur, a cousi- 

m’uble force, encamped on the opposite side. After 
®ducing several forts, and establishing the British au- 
lority in the adjacent district, they crossed the Cane on 
le 10th of October; and on the 12th gave battle to 

‘-Uutnshert. Bahaudur ; who retreated with loss, and shortly 
‘e!'> despairing of his ability to maintain the contest, 

crossed the river Betwa, aud retired from tho province. 
l‘ur seizing the province of Cuttack, a part of the

of J f te  circumstances are, elsewhere, somewhat difi'ercntly related. The uncle 
Sol 111“usher Bahadur, Canoe I! liiadur, placed on the nmsmul another of his 
U„; le"'s. Znlphik u- Ali.nn infant, intending to establish ins own authority 
li .I,'1', »'*e title of lie-cut, with the concurrence of Htmut Bahadur. Shamsher 
n e w .  however, with the sanction at Ararat Bao, whilst temporary Peshwa,
«ova ca t<) Bundelkand, threw his uncle into confinement, and assumed the 
hiio Htmut Bahadur, although he is said to have Invited the Raja
Warn™ country, and to have aided him in the recovery of his rights, became 
to ' 'oh nt his violence, and sought his own safety by proposing to the British 
li„ ,, ,? r  into the province, and co-opcrated with them in its subjugation.
S,; 7 f  on liumtolcund, Asia*. An. liog. 1»M. Pogson’s Account of tho 

»Ta«»«--W .
v otter, nt supra. Ibid. p. 200, 535* j
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BOOK VI. northern division of the Madras army, doing duty in the 
chap. xii. Northern Circars, was destined to march from Ganjam,
-------— and to be reinforced by a detachment of 6216 men from

1803. Bengal. Of this detachment, a body of 854 were collected 
at Jalasore, to be ready to penetrate into Cuttack, as soon 
as the movements of the principal force should render it 
necessary; 521 were to take possession of Balasore ; and 
1300 were to occupy a post at Midnapore, with a view to 
support the detachments at Jalasore and Balasore, and 
afford protection to the Company’s frontier against any 
sudden incursion of the Raja’s horse. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell, the officer chosen to conduct this expedition, 
having been seized with an illness which threatened his 
life, Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt was appointed to act in 
his stead.

The troops marched from Ganjam on the 8th of Sep­
tember, and on the 14th took possession of Manickpatain* 
whence the Mahrattas fled upon their approach. Apph' 
cation was made to the Brahmens of Juggurnaut to plac® 
the Pagoda under British protection; and with this they 
complied. The next object was Cuttack; but the inun­
dations produced by the rains allowed not the march 1° 
begin before the 24tli of September, and even then ren­
dered it so laborious and slow, being also, in some degre°> 
harassed by the parties of the enemy’s horse, that it was 
not completed before the 10th of October. The town 
yielded without resistance, and operations were begun 
for the reduction of the fort. Of the other detachments 
that appointed to take possession of Ballasore had then’ 
landed on the 21st of September, and soon overcame all 
the resistance by which it was opposed. The detachment 
formed at Jalasore left tha t place on the 23rd of Sep' 
ternber, and on the 4th of October arrived without opp0', 
sition at Ballasore. On the 10th of that month, a force o 
810 men marched from Balasore, by order of the Governor 
General, to aid Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt in the redu<’ 
tion of Cuttack. Barabutty, the fort of Cuttack, was <* 
place of considerable strength, and had only ono entrain’®’
by a bridge, over a wet ditch of enormous dimensions.
battery, which opened on the morning of the 14th, in ' 
few hours took off nearly all the defence, and silenced ^  
guns on one side, when it was resolved immediately to tv



i P ^ m g  tho bridge, the storming party, BOOK VI
■ & b u yt ^ u1tena^ c^ ioiiei  ° iayton’ —  « p ^ d *0 a : r : ; -

a n il k  * ^ ' dlreoted fire of musquetry from the fo rt; ------ -—
I irio-  ̂ iy  “ mutcs eIaPsed before they succeeded in blow- 1803. 

T™ i t in ^  Wlcket- at wbi°h the men entered singly, 
p o t h e r  gates were forced open after some resistance ;
Of this r l T T  r  hast“nf l t0 abandon the fort. The fall 
tack W  dehvered the whole of the province of Cut­
tack mto the hands of the English 1

Si nJia1h’8° ten :ito r ies iu  <?“  w as 
K S  w T  BT bay> 00csi3«»g of one European
mand n  T f  VT° f ° n T  °f nrtmei’>’ “ d sepoys com­
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel VVoodington. They inarched
rom Bared.ion the 21st of August, and oncam ^d^ifhS  

Wo miles of Baroach on the 23rd. Though the next day,
When the English advanced upon the place, the enemy 
were seen posted, as for resistance, in front of tho pettah, 
they wore soon compelled to retreat within the fort. Next 
morning, Colonel Woodingtou took possession of the 
Pettah; and on the 29th, the breach in the fort was 
0?_°tlted P!'a.otlcabl°' Tile storming party were led by 

Bichard son, and displayed the virtues seldom 
enem77Lm iB,Ttla c ^ P *  on such an occasion. The 
but thm  flteid ^  oousiderablft spirit, for a little time; 
the canture^f B*th  sl,lsht l0S8 to the assailants, lifter 
revenue nf l Baroach and its dependencies, yielding a 
ceeded no- °^ruPees> Colonel Woodiugton pro.
diah M  S Champaneer, the only district which Sin. 
def-nle7 u°SSeSSê  *u tbe Province of Guzerat. I t  was 
hills ’ ; f°rt> 0n Powaughur, one of the detached 
in In p111011 ,orm 80 many places of great natural strength 
will ■ pamPaneer, the pettah, was carried by assault 

» ^considerable loss. At first tho Kelledar of the fort 
iscd to surrender; but, on the 17th of September, 

la‘77 PreParations were made for the assault, he capitu- 
r?,. aad fhe fort was occupied by the British troops.8 

« f- "Babrafta chieftains were now eager to escape by 
0 « ° n  the ruin which their trms were unable to avert, 
bottl16 6Ven*n^ od fhe 30th of November, the day after the 

ie of Argauin, a vakeel arrived, bearing a letter from
a M snPr,i. n>M.24a-5— M. Despatches, til. 373. 130.—W '

^ “ r> ut supra. Ibid. p. 213.—M. Despatches, iii, 41G, 432—W .''
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Raja of Berar, and requesting a conference W iA M  
Xxuie^»rirtif British General. First, a discussion arose about the origin

—-------  of the war; the vakeel maintaining that tho British go-
1803. vernment, General Wellesley maintaining that the Baja, 

was the aggressor. The vakeel alleged, that the war com­
menced, because the Raja did not obey the orders of 
Colonel Collins, in withdrawing with his troops: Wellesley 
affirmed that the war commenced, because the Raja, along 
with Sindiah, had assumed a position which threatened 
the British allies. The vakeel contended that the troops 
of the Raja were on his own territory: that his presence 
there was necessary, both because the contest between 
Sindiah and Holkar was destructive to Hindustan, and 
because the Peshwa had made a treaty with the English, 
contrary to the custom of the Mahratta states. Wellesley 
replied, that for mediation between Sindiah and Holkar, 
the position taken by the Raja was unnecessary, and that 
with the treaty of the Peshwa the English would give him 
no leave to interfere. The vakeel, as the representative ot 
the weakest party, at last declared, that, however the war 
began, his master was very desirous of bringing it to an 
end. He was then questioned about his powers, but said 
he had only a commission to learn the wishes of tl'° 
British General, and to express tho desire of tho Raja t' j 
comply. Compensation for the injuries of aggression and 
for the expenses of the war was declared to he the only 
basis on which the English would treat. Tho vakeel 
applied for a suspension of arms, which was absolutely 
rejected; and leave to remain ill camp, till he shook 
receive powers sufficient to treat, which was also refused, 
and he -was advised to take up his intermediate resident'0 
in some of the neighbouring towns,

A second conference took place on the 9th of Dece 
her, when the vakeel produced letters from the Raja, ex­
pressing assent to the conditions which the British Geuy1̂  
had presented for the basis of negotiation. The ces8i°n 
demanded by the English, to effect the stipulated con 
pensation, were then described. For the. Company,  ̂
whole of the province of Cuttack, including the p°_J . , 
Balasore. For their ally the Nizam, the country 
between his own frontier and the river Wurda tf"' . 
eastward, and between his own frontier and the hiR®

\  ) l ,  HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. \ C |



wbi^arbsituated tlic forts of Gawilghur and Nernulla, to BOOK VL 
the northward ; together with renunciation of all the chap. xii.
claims which the Raja might.liave ever advanced on any ------- -
part of his dominions. And for their other allies, any of 1803- 
ttie Zemindars and Rajas, the tributaries or subjects of the 
Raja, with whom the English had formed connexions during 
the war, the confirmation of all their engagements. The 
Vakeel exclaimed against the exorbitance of these de­
mands, which were sufficieut, he said, not only to reduce, 
hut entirely to destroy the state of his master.

Major General Wellesley replied, that “ the Raja was a 
great politician; and ought to have calculated rather 
better his chances of success, beforo he commenced the 
War: but that having commenced it, it was proper 
that he should suffer, before he should get out of the 
scrape.” 1

After several discussions, iu which General Wellesley 
relaxed only so far os to reserve to the Raja the forts of 
Gawilghur and Nernulla, with contiguous districts yield­
ing four lacs of annual revenue, the terms of the treaty 
were arranged on the 16th, and signed by the British 
General and the Maliratta vakeel, on the 17th of December, 
dCU. The forts were left to the Raja, as not being caleu- 
ated to be of much advantage to the Nizam, while they 

"ere necessary to the Raja for coercing the predatory 
People op the hills ; and the contiguous districts were 
granted, in order to leave him an interest in restraining 

e depredators, to whose incursions these districts, toge- 
with the rest of the adjoiuing country, wore eon- 

mually exposed. Of the country to which the Raja was 
ins obliged to resign his pretensions, ho had possessed 

a sort of divided sovereignty, in conjunction with the 
1 lza-in. It was originally apart of the Suhah of the Deccan; 
nit the Mahrattas had established over it a claim, at first to 

-fifth, afterwards by degrees to one-half, at- last to four­
ths, and in some parts to the whole, of the revenues, 

though an extensive and fertile country, it was not, bow- 
®Ver> computed that the Raja had annually realized from 

in ore than thirty lacs of rupees.
of jdwnorandum transmitted 1>t General Wellesley to the Governor-General 
T anerco™renees between him and tlio Ambassador of the Haja of Berar, 
mo J  . latinS ‘-' least India affaire (printed by order of the House of Com- 

June, 1306VEo. 25, p. 124..,
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BOOK VI. Tq some other articles ; as, the exclusion fromJas*2̂  
vice of Europeans and Americans, the mutual appoin

■«--------  ment of resident ambassadors, and the renunciation 0
1803. the confederacy ; scarcely any objection was experience 

on the part of the Raja.1 .
If  he had not prevented further hostilities by oomph" 

nnee, the British General was prepared to pursue him t° 
Nagpoor, the capital of his dominions, while the troops m 
Sumbulpore and Cuttack were ready to co-operate, ah 
General Lake, having subdued all opposition in Hindustan, 
was at liberty to detach a force into Berai-.2

At the very time of negotiation, the Governor-Genera1 
prepared a copious delineation of his views respecting t  9 
objects to be obtained by concluding treaties of P®®1"® 
with the belligerent chiefs, and sent it, bearing date the 
11th of December, under title of Instructions, to General 
Wellesley. Even now the formation of what is calle( 
defensive alliance with Sindiah, that is, the substitution 
in the service of Sindiah of the Company’s troops to fam 
diah’s own troops, was an object of solicitude with tne 
British ru ler: And he prepared two plans of concession > 
one on the supposition of his accepting ; another on t ® 
supposition of his rejecting, the proposition of a subside 
ary force. The singular part of the offer was, to mainta'h 
the subsidiary force, if equal to that which was placed a 
Hyderabad, without any expense to Sindiah, and whol'J 
at the Company’s expense; for it was distinctly propose , 
that for the expense of that force, no assignment of tor 
ritory beyond that of which the cession would at all oven , 
be exacted of him, nor any other funds whatsoever, sho u 
be required.3 r

By the ratification of the treaty with the Raja of I e 
the whole of the forces under General Wellesley were • 
to act against Sindiah : the troops which had been 
ployed in reducing the possessions of that chief m 
Herat, having accomplished that service, were now rf® ^ 
to penetrate into Malwa to his capital, Ougcin, for w n ^ 
purpose they had actually marched to the frontier of ' 
nerat: and the detachment which had been prepared

1 Memorandum, a t supra; Letter of General Wellesley to the Govern 
General; mid copy of the treaty. Ibid. ;>. 122—13a.

- Notes relative to the peace. Ibid. p. 183.
3 Instructions of Governor-General, parag. 02. Ibid. p. 121,



wCilOijllJKato to co-operato in the subjugation of Berar, BOOK VI. 
Might now commence operations on the unsubdued do- CHAP- xn- 
minions of Sindiah.1

It was not till the 8th of December that the various 
artifices of that chieftain, to procrastinate, and to evade 
the proposition of admitting compensation as the basis of 
negotiation, were terminated. His vakeols insisted that, 
as his losses were still greater than those of the English, 
if compensation were the question, it was to him that the 
greater compensation would be due. I t was answered, 
that he was the aggressor. But 'this was the point in 
debate; this was what Sindiah denied. He was given, 
however, to understand, that he was the unsuccessful 
party, and of this he had a bitter and certain experience.
A long discussion ensued on the cessions to which, under 
the title of compensation, the English laid claim. A fur­
ther conference took place on the 11th. Other conferences 
followed, on the 24th, the 2Gth, and the 28th; when com­
pliance was expressed with the terms, from which it was 
found that the English would not recede. Oh the follow­
ing day, the treaty was signed. The Maharaja ceded all 
his rights of sovereignty, in the country between the 
Jumna and the Gauges, and to the northward of the terri­
tories belonging to the Rajas of Joypoor, Jodepoor, and 
johud ; he ceded the fort and territory of Baroach; the 
011 and territory of Ahmednugger; all the possessions 

ich he had held on the south side of the Adjuntee hills 
o the Godavery river ; all claims upon his Majesty Shah 

Au 1 urn, or to interfere in his affairs ; and all claims of 
every description upon the British government, or any of 
its allies, the Subahdar of the Deccan, the Peshwa, and 
Anuud Rao Gaekwar. Provision was made for tho inde­
pendence of all those minor states, in the region of the 
Jumna, which had formerly borne the yoke of Sindiah, but 
had made engagements with the English during the recent 
war. The fort of Asseerghur, the city of Boorhanpore, 
tho forts of Powanghur, and Gohud, with the territories 
depending upon them, were restored. Sindiah was also 
allowed to retain certain lands in the vicinity of Ahmed-

1, 1, j l 0,cs relative to the pence with the confederate ilahratta chieftains. Ibid,
*' i.—JSt. Despatches, iii, 497.-W .
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B O O K  Y l-  nugger; and within the cessions which he had made in  
c h a p . xii. the north, his claims were allowed to certain lands which
---------- he represented as the private estates of liis family, and to

1808. the possession of which none of the rights of sovereignty 
wore to be annexed. Certain Jaghires and pensions, which 
SiDdiah or his predecessor had granted to individuals, 
either of their family, or among their principal servants, 
in the ceded countries, or upon their revenues, were con­
firmed, to the amount of seventeen lacs of rupees per 
annum. Sindiah most readily engaged not to receive into 
his service any Frenchman, or the subject of any Euro­
pean or American power, that might be at war with the 
British government. Lastly, an article was inserted, 
leaving the way open to form afterwards an additional 
treaty for a subsidiary alliance ; which, in this case, was 
not to be subsidiary ; for the English government stipu­
lated to afford the troops their pay and subsistence, with­
out compensation either in money or land.1

Of these cessions, it was agreed, between the British 
government and its allies, that the territory situated to 
the westward of the Iliver Wurda and the southward of 
the hills on which wore the forts of Gawilghur and Nur- 
nulla, together with the territory between the Adjuntee 
hills and the River Godavery, should belong to the Nizam; 
that Ahmednugger and its territory should belong to the 
Peshwa, to whose capital it so nearly approached; and 
that all the rest should belong to the English. The minor 
princes in the region of the Jumna, who formerly bore

1 The reasons for this measure are thus explained by General Wellesley • 
<• Under these eircumstunces,” (the inability of Sindiah, with his reduced r 
sources, to resist Hulkar,) “ i thought it expedient to hold forth to Sindian “ 
option of becoming a party to the general defensive alliance; and as a tu™ 1 
inducement to him to agree to that treaty, to engage that the assistance to' ■ 
given to him should occasion no further diminution of Ins revenues. ) ]d 
induced to make this last engagement by the consideration that Sindiah * > 
not arree  to the treaty nf general defensive alliance, although ins mini, 
proposed that lie should unite himself more closely with the Company, « 
£•*» to he obliged to pav for the assistance which he should receive ; and tin ' 
If ho does agree to tha t treaty, the peace of India is secured as far as itc au  n 

. by human means. I have every reason to  believe also, tha t when Sindian’
wind up his affairs at the close ot this war, he will not have a disposable cl 
revenue such as the British Government would require to pay the expens'i = 
the force which might he giver, to him .” Wellington Despatches, 1. SB1. 1 
reasons, therefore, were simply that S-ndiah would not, and could not Deali 
cost of the subsidiary force; and as it was considered an object of great P 
tic,:! importance tha t it should lie furnished, the British Government »co 
su  lly applied to it a portion of the revenue which they had taken away " "  
Sindiah.—YV.
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r .  \ {§ § »  t r e a t i e s  w i t h  n a t i v e  p r i n c e s .

V ^ ^ f e - O f  Sindiah, and whom it was the policy of the BOOK. VI. 
wv'erfior-General uow render dependent upon the Bri- chat. i n .
tish government, and to form of them a sort of barrier on ---------
the British frontier against any aggression of the Mah- 1803- 
ratta powers, were the Rajas of Bhurtpore, Jodepore, Jye- 
poor, Macherry, and Boondee, the Rana of Gohud, and 
Ambajee Rao Inglia.

With the first five of these minor princes, who wero 
already in possession of acknowledged sovereignties, trea­
ties of alliance were formed, on condition that the English 
should take no tribute from them, nor interfere in the 
affairs of their government ; that, in case of the invasion 
of the Company’s territory, they should assist in repelling 
the enemy ; and that the Company should guarantee their 
dominions against all aggression, they defraying the ex­
pense of the aid which they might receive. The case of 
the remaining two chieftains required some further ar­
rangements. The Rana of Gohud had been dispossessed 
of his territories by Sindiah ; and all of them, together 
with the neighbouring districts, had been consigned to 
Ambajee, one of Sindiah’s leading commanders, as renter.
Ambajee had deserted Sindiah during the war ; and it was 
now determined to make a partition, in sovereignty, of the 
territories which he rented, between him and the liana of 
Gohud, reserving the fort and city of Gualior to the Com­
pany. The same condition was contracted, as in the cose 
of the other three princes, respecting mutual defence ; but 
1 was aPpointed that three battalions of the Company’s 
sepoys should be stationed with the Rana, and paid for 
by him, at the rate of 75,000 rupees a month.1

The condition to which Sindiah was reduced, by the 
war, and by the sacrifices which ho had made for the at­
tainment of peace, excitod in his breast the liveliest ap­
prehensions with regard to the power and designs of 
Holkar; and he now applied himself in earnest to inter­
pose, if possible, the shield of the Company between

,-Jfcmorandum of the confferrueea between Major-General the Hon. Arthur 
Wellesley, am] the Ambassadors of Dowlut Bao S in d ia h ;  Letter from General 
"  ene ley t<) Govunnr-uencr.il; Treatv of peace with Stndutb; aim treaties 
" 1th  the linjas of Bhurtpore, Sec. 1W<1. p. 132- H i t :  and the Governor- 
ueneral’s •• kotes relative to the peace concluded between the British Govern- 
nient awl tho confederate Mahratta chieftains, and to the various questions 
anstng out he  terms of the pacification." Ibid. p. 177— HO.


