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./ This virtuous example, till such a time as the JL

cHaP X1, of the people in every,civilized country have become suffi-

ciently enlightened to see the depravity of the case inits

own essence, will help to stamp with infamy the most
flagitious perhaps of all the crimes which can be com-
mitted against human nature, the imposing upon a nation,
by force of foreign armies, and for the pleasure or interesb
of foreign rulers, a government, composed of men, and in-
volving principles, which the people for whom it is destined
have either rejected from experience of their badness, or
repel from their experience or expectation of better.
Even where the disparity of civilization and knowledge
were very great; and where it was beyond dispute, that 2

l

civilized country was about to bestow upon a barbarous |

one the greatest of all possible benefits, a good and benefi-
cent povernment ; even here, it would require the strong-
est circumstances to justify the employment of violence or
force. But, where nations, upon a level only with another
in point of civilization, or perhaps below it, proceed with
bayonets to force upon it a government confessedly bad,
and prodigiously below the knowledge and civilization of
the age, under the pretence of fears that such a pation
will choose a worse government for itself, these nations, or
their rulers, if the people have no voice in the matter, are

guided by views of benefit to themselves, and despise the |

shame of trampling upon the first principles of humanity
and justice,

In paying the homage which he counted due to the
will of a nation of Mahrattas, the Marquis Wellesley was
not making a sacrifice of interests which he held in low

esteem. In his address to the home authorities, dated the

24th of December, 1802, he declared his convietion, that
“those defensive engagements which he was desirous of
“goneluding with the Mahratta states, were essential to
the complete consolidation of the British empire in India,
and to the future tranquillity of Hindustant Yeb the
complete consolidation of the British empire in India, and
the future tranquillity of Hindustan, which could never
exist till a sufficient bridle was put in the mouth of the
Mahratta power, he thought it his duty to sacrifice, or to
leave to the care of unforeseen events, rather than violate
1 Papers,; ut supra, p. 33,



ED OPPOSITION TO THE TREATY.

2, 1] of will, in this important concern, of the

le of one of the Mahratta states. 3

When the Governor-General resolved on restoring the
Peshwa, upon the supposition that he and his subjects
Were consenting to the plan, a very low estimate of the
OPposition o be expected from other quarters was pre-
sented by the Governor-General to his superiors, in his
lﬂi?guago of the 10th of February, 1803. “No reason,”
831d he, “exists, to justify an apprehension, that in the
eventsupposed, Sindiah would proceed to such an extremity,
83 to make opposition, either singly, or united with Holkar,
Nor is any such desperate course of proceeding to be ap-
Prehended from the Raja of Berar. Uncombined with the
Power of Sindiah, Holkar will not probably venture to resist
the Peshwa. Holkar also has anxiously solicited the ar-
bitration of the British government with respect to his
claims. He has transmitted distinet propositions with

t view to Lieutenant-Colonel Close.” !

Tho substance of the propositions was that the Peshwa
El.xould give to him a crore of rupees for the payment of
his troops; that he should also give to him a fortress, as
he had given Ahmednuggur to Sindiah; that he should
effect the release of Kundee Rao, and grant him investi-
ture, as the heir and representative of the Holkar family.
Both the Governor-General and the Peshwa held these de-
Mands  inadmissible. 8o far from yielding money to
Holkar, the Peshwa thought he ought much rather to get
money from him, on account of the depredations com-
Mmitted on his dominions. The gift of a fortress to one
Person was no reason, he said, why he should be called
pon to give one to another ; and us to the proposition for
ﬂlsinheriting Cashee Rao, it was forbidden by justice, and
by the investiture which had been bhestowed upon him
during the life of his father; at the same time there was
an expedient for reconciling the interests of both, as
Cashee Rao had no children, and might secure the succes-
8ion of Kundee Rao by adoption. The Governor-General
held, that the rights of Cushee Rao, founded on descent,
should on no account be allowed to be disputed. But he
Was of opinion, that the Peshwa ought willingly to grant a
Considerable sum of money, to obtain the departure of
1 Papers, ot supra, p. 60,
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HOE “,I,d‘fg olkar ; and was even ready to guarantee a loan r |
1. that purpose ; and, if the grant of a fort and jaghire wo d |
suffice to avert a rupture, it would not, he conceived, be
1802.  good policy to withhold it.!

; “QOn the receipt of these instructions,” says the Governor=
General, “Colonel Close endeavoured to persuade his
Highness the Peshwa to offer to Holkar such concessions |
as might induce Holkar to compromise the subsisting dif-
ferences, and to admit his Highness's peaceable return 0 |
his capital. His Highness, however, manifested an in-
superable aversion to offer any concession to Holkar, whom
he considered to be a rebel against the legitimate authority
of the sovereign power of the Mahratta empire.”. It then
remained for Colonel Close to communicate by letter to
Holkar, the sentiments of the Governor-General on the
subject of his demands; the assurance, that the British
government would use its influence to adjust his claims
upon Sindish ; an offer to guarantee any adjustment which
he might accomplish with the Peshwa; and lastly, the
expression of a hope that he would not oppose the execu
tion of the recent engagements between the British and
Poonah states.?

The expectations of the Governor-General that he might
be able, through the operation of the new treaty with the
Peshwa, to intimidate Sindiah into an acceptance of the
chains which he had forged for him, he did not easily
relinquish, That chieftain, after such operations as he
had in his power for the increase and equipment of his
army, proceeded towards the south ; crossed the Nerbud-
dah on the 4th of February ; and on the 23rd arrived in
the vicinity of Boorhanpore. Colonel Collins, who h
left the camp of Sindiah early in the preceding May, but
had received in the month of December commands t0
retmn for the purpose of proposing to him a treafy, of
similar terms with that of Bassein, arrived at his camp on
the 27th of February. “The advices,” says the Goyernor=
General in his address to the home authorities of the 19th
of April, 1802, “which I received from that officer, and
from other quarters, induced me to entertain suspicions
that Dowlut Rao Sindish meditated an accommodationwith
Jeswunt Rao Holkar ; and confederacy with that chieftainy

1 Papers, ut supras, p. 414, 415, 82, 83, 2 Ibid. p.86, 87.




Raja of Berar, for the purpose of frustrating
of the arrangements concluded between the
British government and the Peshwa: without, however
intending to proceed to the desperate extremity of pro-
Voking a contest, with the British arms.

“This suspicion,” he adds, “was corrohorated, by the
artifices practised at the camp of Sindiah, upon the ar-
tival of Colonel Collins, with a view of eluding the com-
Munication of the propesitions with which Colonel Collins
Was charged, under my authority. And the appearance
of Sindia’s intentions became still more unsatisfactory,

G,

CHAP. XI.

from the evasive, and indirect, or vexatious replies, which

Colonel Collins received to my propositions, after he had,
at length, obtained access to Dowlut Rao Sindia.”

At an interview, which the Resident at last obtained
With Sindia, on the 24th of March, that chief informed
him that a messenger was on his way to his camp from
the Peshwa, for the purpose of explaining to him the
Nature and extent of the engagements recently concluded

efween tho Peshwa and the British government, aud
that till the communications of this agent were received,
Le could not give a decided answer to the proposition
about concluding with the English a treaty similar to that
of Bassein, He gave, ab the same time, the strongest
f8surance, that he had no intention to obstruct the execu-
tion of the agreement between the Peshwa and the British
EO%ermment ; on the other hand, that he desired to im-
Prove the friendship at present happily existing between
that government and the Peshwa, as well ag himself,

In this declaration, the Governor-Gieneral professed his
b_elief that Sindia was perfectly sincere. “Nor is thad
Bincerity,” said he, “inconsistent with a desiro to delay
]_JIE assent to the treaty of Bassein, and to the propositions
Immediately affecting his separate interests, until he shall

ave received a direct communication from the Peshwa ;
or incompatible with the project for a confederacy be-
bween Sindia, Holkar, and the Raja of Beraz, for purposes
of a defensive nature—which I consider to be the extreme
object of Sindia, in negotiating such a confederacy, with-
Oub any views whatever of hostility towards the British
Powar?

Berar was the next, in power and congequence, among

VOL. V1. U
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he Mahratta states. #“The intelligence which

i received from the court of the Raja of Berar,” says the

Governor-General, “indicates that chieftain’s dissatisfac-
tion at the conclusion of defensive engagements hetweent
the British government and his Highuess the Peshwa.—
Whatever may be the aversion of the Raja of Berar to
the interposition of the British government, in the affairs
of the Mahratta empire, any attempt, on the part of thab
chieftain, to obstruct the execution of the treaty of
Bassein, would be inconsistent with the systematic cau-
tion of his character ; and imprudent, in the actual state
of his military power, and in the exposed situation of his
territories.” !

At so late a date, therefore, as the 19th of April, 1803,
the home authorities were assured by their Indian sub-
stitute, that no prospect of a war, the offspring and con-
sequence of the treaty of Bassein, presented itself in any
quarter? The same language was employed even so late
as the 20th of June. “Every circumstance,” he assured
them, “connected with the restoration of the Peshwa,
justifies a confident expectation of the complete and
pacific accomplishment of the beneficial objects of the
late alliance—Although the information,” he added, “con-
tained in Lieutenant-Colonel Close’s address to your
Honourable Committee, and the tenor of latest advices
from the Courts of Dowlut Rao Sindia, and the Raja of
Berar, tend to countenance the rumours of a projected
confederacy between these chieftains and Jeswunt Rao
Holkar, the existence of any such confederacy is still &
subject of considerable doubt.—If any such combination
has been formed, its object is probably restricted to pur-
poses of a defensive nature, without involving any views
of hostility towards.the British power.—The local situa-
tion, and comparative power and resources, of Sindia and
Ragojee Bhonsla, preclude the apprehension of any attemph

1 For the despateh from which these quotations aud facts are extracted, scé
papers, ut sapra, p. 85—21,

2 1t cannot be justly afirmed that they were assured there was no prospect
of a war. The especisl purpert of the despatch of the 19th of April, was to
report npon the sugpiclons condnet of the Mahratta chiefs : that it might not
ond in war was argued upon obvious considerations of what their interests
were ; but it I8 no where positively afirmed that there would not be waly
ﬂ.?dnm w_s.iib.ijity Is implied by the whole tenor of the Jetter, Despatches
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iefs to subvert the Peshwa’s government, or B
' y of Bassein, at the desperate hazard of & war CHAP. XL
with the British power, The situation of Holkar's power

is entirely precarious and accidental. The instability of ~ 1803.
the resources of that adventurer reduces the continuance

of his power to the utmost degree of uncertainty ; and
absolutely deprives him of the means of opposing any
systematic or formidable resistance to the operation of

an alliance with the Poonah state—My instructions to

Colonel Colling, of the 5th of May, and to Lieutenant-

Colonel Close, of the 7th May, together with my letter of

the 15th May to the Raja of Berar, have probably already
produced an arrangement of a pacific nature with all the

chiefs of the Mahratta empire, whose formal accession

to the treaty of Bassein has not yet been signified

to me! '

The Peshwa received not the treaty, ratified by the
Governor-General in Council, earlier than the 18th of
March, 1803, The Governor-General informs the Court of
Directors, that “he received it with demonstrations of
the highest satisfaction.”

As early, however, as the month of November preceding,
the Governor of Fort St. George, under intimations from
both the (overnor-General and the Resident at Poonah,

Was induced to assemble a considerable army at Flurryhur,
on the Mysore frontier; which, under the character of
an army of observation, might be ready to be employed
as events should determine. The Governor of Bombay

L

! Papers, ut supra. p. 98, 99.—M. Despatches, il Tt is very evi
dent, from the tenor of the letter of the 20th of June, that the Governor-
Genersl was now too ssnguine in his anticipations of continued tranquil
relations with Sindiah and the Raja of Berar, He gave them credit fur a
More gecurate estiinate of their own force, and that of the English, than they
Were capable of forming ; and he was not sware af the encouragement to in-
terfere which they received from the Pestiwa. At the same time it is equally
€vidant that he considered the result as uncertain, and the home authoritics
must hive seen elearly the probability of hostilities, It cannot be affirmed, as
it is the object of the text to Insinuate, that they were imposed upon Ly partial
Iistepiesentation. The possible oceurrence of the events which took place,
however improbatle it may bave been thought, is decidedly expressed in ths
Paragvaph of the letter of the 20th of June: *“The judicions arrangemcnts
which Major-General Wellesley has offe { for the disposition of the troops
under hfs command, is calculated to mect every emergency of affairs, even
under the Imprabable supposition that Sindiah, the Raja of Berar, and Jéswunt

Holkar, have really entertained ilesigns of u hostlle nature against tle
British Government or the allies"—W. [

2 Governor-General’s Narrative of thie late Transactions in the Mahratta

Empire. 1bid. p. 309,
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VI deceived, in like manner, instructions to hold in readifies
- for immediate service the disposable force of that Presi-

dency. And a considerable detachment of the subsidiary
force at Hyderabad was, through the Resident, directed to
be placed in a similar state of preparation.!

At the end of Febmary, the whole of the subsidiary or
hirved force in the service of the Nizam, under the com- -
mand of Colonel Stevenson, together with 6000 infantry,
and 9000 of that Prince’s native cavalry, marched from
the capital towards the western frontier of the Hyderabad
dominions, and reached Paraindah, distant 116 miles from
Poonah, on the 25th of March.

From the army assembled at Hurryhur, under the im-
mediate command of General Stuart, the General-in-Chief
of the forces under the Presidency of Madras, a detach-
ment, consisting of one regiment of Furopean, and three
of native cavalry, two regiments of Ruropean, and six
battalions of native infantry, with a due proportion of
artillery, amounting, in the whole, to 1709 cavalry and
7890 infantry, exclusive of 2500 horse belonging to the
Raja of Mysore, began to advance towards Poonah, on the
g8th of March. For the command of this detachment ; &
service, requiring, a8 he affirmed, considerable skill, both
military and diplomatic ; the Governor of Fort St. George
recommended the brother of the Governor-General, Major-
General the Honourable Arthur Wellesley, as a man who,
not only possessed, in a high degree, the other requisite
gifts, but who, by his command at Seringapatam, had
been accustomed fo transactions with the jaghivedars of
the Poonah state, and successful in gaining their con-
fidence and respect. A man so related, and so recom-
mended, was not likely to see the merits of any competitor
seb in preference to his own?® .

On the 12th of April, the force under General Wellesley
erossed the Toombudra. On the 15th, the distance was
not great between him and Colonel Stevenson, who arrived

1 Narrative, ut supra.  ITbid. p. 307 —M,

These arrangements were subservient (o the restoration of the Peshwa i
case of opposition, apprehended chiefly from Holkar.—W.

1 The gpirit of thi) remark cannot be mistaken ;. but it is not the les trae
that Generai Wellesley was cmitnently fitted for the duty by his popularity
with the Mahratta Jagirdars of the South, and his knowledge of the country

and the people, See his Memorandum upon Operations in the Mahratta ler=
ritory. Despatches, i. 111 ; also, Correspondence, 81, 93, 84, ete—W.
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ciooss. Jeswunt Rao Holkar, who had sowme time BOOK VI,
quitted Poonah, arrived at Chandore, 300 miles from chap 1.
Poonah, on the same day on which Colonel Stevenson '
arrived at Aklooss; and nothing remained to oppose the 1803
British army. 1t was unnecessary, therefore, to carry the

Whole of the troops to Poonah, where the country was

100 recently and severely ravaged, to yield any supplies,

Colonel Stevenson was directed to place the troops of the

Nizam at Gardoon, within the Nizam’'s froutier, and to

take post with the subsidiary troops, augmented by the

King's Scotch Brigade, further up the Beema, near its
Junction with the Mota Mola.

Amrut Rao was left at Poonah, with a guard of about
1500 men, alone, and helpless, when Holkar marched. It
was, nevertheless, reported, that this defenceless individual,
who from first to last is represented, by the English them-
selves, as utterly averse to the part which he was con-
strained by Holkar to act, had it in contemplation to burn
the city of Poonah ; that is, to render his peace imprac-
ticable with the people into whose hands he saw that he
must inevitably fall. Intimation of this report, and, it
Wwould seem, of some belief in the danger which it an-
hounced, was transmitted (repeatedly we arve told) by
Colonel Close to General Wellesley. The Peshwa, by whom
it is not wonderful that it was believed, transmitted an
urgent request that General Wellesley would detach some
of the Poonah officers with their troops to provide for the
safety of his family. Counting the Poonah officers, with
their troops, a security ill-proportioned to the danger,
General Wellesley resolved to attempt an unexpected
arrival. Intelligence wasreceived on the 19th, that Amrus
Rao was still at Poonal on the 18th, and had removed
the family of the Peshwa to' Seryagur; which was con-
cluded to be & step preparatory $o the burning of the
town. General Wellesley, therefore, taking with him only
the cavalry, and making a night march through a difficult
pass, und a rugged country, arrived at %’uauah on the 20th,
haying accomplished, from the evening of the 19th, a
march of forty, and from the morning of that day, that
is, ina period of about thirty-two hours, & march of sixty
miles! Amrut Rao heard of the march of the British
1 Despatehies of the Duke of Wellinglon, L 142.—W,
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tp. XL but without any act implying that he had ever entertained
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valry on the morning of the 20th, and quitted Poonah,

a thought of setting fire to the place.

In conducting the Peshwa to Poonah, it only now re-
mained to provide a sufficient quantity of pomp. The
description shall be given in the words of the Governor-
General himself. “During these transactions, arrange-
ments were made by the Governor of Bombay, and by
Lieutenant-Colonel Close, for the march of the Peshwa
towards Poonah., A detachment, consisting of his Majes-
ty's 78th regiment (which left Bengal on the 7th of
February, and arrived at Bombay on the 5th of April,
1503), five companies of his Majesty's 84th regiment, &
proportion of artillery, and 1035 sepoys—in all 2205 men,
was formed, and placed under the command of Colonel
Murray, of his Majesty’s 84th regiment, as an escort to
hiz Highness, who left Bassein, attended by Colonel Close,
on the 27th of April.

“QOn the 7th of May, the Peshwa passed General Wel-
lesley’s camp, at Panowallah, near Poonah, On the 13th,
his Highness, attended by his brother Chimnajee Appa,
and by a numerous train of the principal chiefs of the
Mahratta empire, proceeded towards the city of Poonah ;
and, having entered his palace, resumed his seat upon
the musnud, and received presents from his principal
gervants.

# During the procession, the British Resident, accompa~
nied by his suite, paid his compliments to his Highness,
when & salute was firel by the Brifish troops, encamped
in the vieinity of Poonah, under the command of General
Wellesley. . This salute was immediately answered from
the fortress of Seonghur.

“While the procession passed the bridge into the city,
8 second salute was fired from the British camp; and as
the Peshwa approached the palace, salutes were fired from
the several posts of the Mahratta troops. At sunseb
salutes were fired from all the hill-forts in the vicinity of
Poonah'!

Notwithstanding the counfident expectation which the
Glovernor-Gieneral had expressed to the home authorities,
not only en the 10th of April, but as late as the 20th of

1 Governor-General's Narrative. Ibid. 307—3811,
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£ no war would rise out of the treaty of Bassein ;! BOOK VI
efore that time, as he himself informs us, “he had ciae. x5
8reat cause to doubt the sincerity of Sindiah’s profes-
Slons; while the increasing rumours of a hostile con- 1808
federacy against the British government, between that
chicftain and the Raja of Berar, rendered it indispensably
Hecessary to ascertain, with the least practicable delay,
Whether the British government were likely to be exposed
to a contest with the confederated chieftains, These con
Siderations determined the Governor-General to lose no
time in furnishing Colonel Collins with detailed instruc-
tions for the guidance of his conduet, in this important
and delicate crisis of affairs, With a view to expedition,
the Governor-General's instructions were, in the firsh
Instance, transmitted in the form of notes, under date
the 5th of May, 1803, and were afterwards formed into a
detailed despateh, which was forwarded to Colonel Colling
on the 3rd of June.'*
Nay, when the time arrived, at which it was desirable
to make it appear, that the hostile mind of Sindish, and
1ot provocation by the British government, had produced
Phe calamity of war, the Governor-General actually enters
to an argument to prove, that from an early date, he had
evidence which rendered in no rvespoct doubtful the exist-
ence of hostile projects in the mind of Sindiah. After a
EBPI.&y of the motives, in their own ambition, which
Sindiah and the Raja of Berar, had for aversion to the
t“e_“ty of Bassein, “ The belief” he says, “that those
chieftains entertained designs hostile-to the British go-
Yorument, at the earliest stages of the negotiation be-
tween the resident and Dowlub Rae Sindiah, is supported
by the information which the Governor-(ieneral has from
time to time received of the proceedings of thut chieftain”
Of this information he specifies three instances ; one con-
tained in a letter of Colonel Collins, dated the 9th of
Mareh ; a second received on the 17th of June; and the
third alone, not more conclusive than the formor, sent hy
Colone! Colling on the 14th, not received till after the
. date of his pacific declaration to the home authorities,
“These facts,” he then subjoins, “reciprocally confirm

! Vide snpra, p. 290.
* Narrative, ut supriy 0. 317, 818~ Dospatches, fi, 120,
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each point of the evidence of Sindiak’s hostile projects;

. and combined with information, at various times com-

municated, by the Resident with Dowlut Rao Sindiah, of
the proceedings of that chieftain, with the repeated ru-
mours of the formation of a hostile confederacy bebween
Dowlut Rao Sindiah, and the Raja of Berar, and Jeswunt
Rao Holkar, and with the tenor and result of the Resi-
dent’s negotiations, must be considered to amount to full
proof of the alleged design of subverting the alliance formed
between the Brifish government and the Peshwa.”!

The Resident with the Dowlut Rao Sindiah, having re-
ceived the Governor-General's instructions, obtained an
audience of that chief on the 28th of May. He was
encamped at a place called Chickley, not far from Boor-
hanpore, where his own dominions border on those of the
Raja of Berar. The conference was opened, on the part of
the Resident, by communicating to Sindizh the treaty of
Bassein, of which a copy was presented and read. “When
the whole of the treaty had been distinetly explained to
the Maharaja, I then asked him,” says the Resident, % whe-
ther he thought it contained any thing injurions to his
Jjust rights; since T had reason to think some doubts had
arisen in his mind on this head ?” — It was one of his
ministers who thought proper to reply; “ackuowledging,”
says the Resident, “ that the treaty did not contain any
stipulation prejudicial to the rights of the Maharaja ; to
which the latter assented.”

#I proceeded,” says Colonel Colling “to state— that
negotiations had of late been carried on between Dowlut
Rao Sindiah and the Berar Raja~—that these chiefs were,
I understood, to have an interview shortly, somewhere in
the vieinity of this place—that the Maharaja had con-
cluded a peace with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, in whose camp
a vakeel also now resided on the part of Ragojes Bhonslah
—that Sindiah had likewise avowed an intention of pro-
ceeding with his army o Poonah, accompanied by the
Berar Raja—and that, on combining these ciroumstances,
I eould not but suspect that this court meditated designs
adyerse to the interests of the British government ;— for,
since lis Highness the Peshwa was restored to the musnud
of Poonah, the presence of the Maharaju at that capital

! Narrative, ut supra.  Ibid. p, 534.



SYNITOMS, OF HOSTILE DESIGNS IN SINDIAH. i;
IT5E Bow be of any use, but, on the contrary, might o
foditetive of evil consequences—nor could the lIonger cuap. x1.
Continuance of the Maharaja in the Deccan be necessary '
o his security, since he had come to an accommodation 1803
With the only enemy from whom he had any thing to
4bprehend south of the Nerbuddah ; that, therefore, I felt

It my duty to require an unreserved explanation from

218 court, as well respecting the intent of the proposed
Interview between the Maharaja and the Berar Raja, as
Tegarding the nature of the engagements entered into by

hose chiefs with Jeswunt Rao Holkar—as their recent
Uhion and present proceedings induced some suspicion,

that they were confederated, either for the purpose of
Invading the territories of our allies, his Highness the
 Poshwa and Nabob Nizam ; or of subverting the arrange-
Taents lately concluded between the British government
80d Bajee Rao.”
- The Resident repeated the assurance of the peaceable
and eyen amicable views of the British government ; and
Stated the argunients of himself and of the Governor-
| Gsnel'ﬂl, to prove to Sindiah, not only that the British
- 8oVernment and the Peshwa had a perfect right to contract
| :’};e Olgagements into which they had entered, but that
aﬁ.i;::imsta of Sindiah, by that means, were in no respect

On the part of Sindiak it was, in like manner, affirmed,
bt t he had no intention whatever to invade either the

Mitory of his Highness the Peshwa, or of the Nabob
R"_’t&m. But in regard to the negotiations with the Berar

48 and Holkar, the Resident was informed, that Sindiah
Sonld afford him no explanations till sthe conference be-
tween lim and Ragojee Bhonslah had taken place. No
Mode of address, coneiliatory or menacing, was left untried

v the Resident, to extort a declarabion, whether opposis

on to the treaty of Bassein was or was nob in contem-

tion, Sindiah was informed, that if he maintained his

Present, suspicious attitude, the British government would

8 callad upon to make prepurations upon his frontier,
!‘}khrch would be attacked in every part, the moment that

a igonce was received of his accession to any hostile

3 Colomay dorm 1803, 1Ibid, p. 153
i Colling's despateh, dated 29th May, . » B 153,
| Despatchies, i, 160,

|
|
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VI. confederacy. After various expostulations, both with the
cHAP. X1 ministers and Sindiah himself, the Resident says, that he
— turned at last to Sindiah, and “conjured him, in language
1808. hoth urgent and conciliatory, to remove all his doubts
and suspicions, by an immediate and candid avowal of

" his intentions.”

“Dowlut Rao,” he continues, “in reply to these instances
on my part, said, that he could not, at present, afford me
the satisfaction I demanded, without a violation of the
faith which he had pledged to the Raja of Berar. Ho
then observed, that the Bhonslah was distant no more
than forty coss from hence, and would probably arrive
here in the course of a few days: that immediately after

(his interview with the Raja, I should be informed whether
it would be peace or war.” f

It is proper to state, that the Resident, in answer to h13
remonstrance against the march of Sindiah and the Raja
of Berar to Poonah, received a solemn assurance, which 11_0
appears nof to have disbelieved, that the Peshwa, after his
return to his capital, had repeatedly written to the Maha-
raja and the Berar Raja, inviting them both to Poonah.
1t is also proper to give the following cireumstance, in the
words of the Resident ; #Neither Sindiah,” says he, ® nor
his ministers, made any remarks on the treaty of Bassein,
nor did they request a copy of it.” !

It will hardly be pretended that the words of Sindiah,
“after my interview with the Raja, you shall be informed
whether it will be peace or war,” yielded any information
which was nob conveyed by the more evasive expressiobs
of his ministers; “till after the Maharaja's in.tarview_mﬁh
the Raja, it is impossible for him to afford you satisfac-
tion with regard to the declaration which you requiré
That the words were intended by Sindiah to convey &
menace or insulf, there is nob a single circumstance
countenance the slightest suspicion. And it is visible
from the words of the Resident, that they were nob by
him understood in that sense, *Theso words he deli=
vered,” says he, “with much seeming composure. 1 t.]wn
asked, whether I must consider this declaration as
on his part; which question was answered in the affinne-
tive by the ministers of Dowlut Rao Sindiah. Here the

! Despatch, ut sopra.  Ibid. p. 168, 164,




R00n after took a respectful leave of the Maharaja.”
“1e Governor-General describes as very great, the effect
Which wag produced upon his mind, by the phrase of the
Mahif‘-!‘ﬁja. “This unprovoked menace of hostility,” says
€ “and the insult offered to the British government, by
Teference of the question of peaco or war to the result of
& conference with the Raja of Berar, who, at the head of a
wobsiderable army, had reached the vicinity of Dowlut
0 Sindiah’s camp, together with the indication which it
Iiﬁ“’Plled. of a disposition on the part of those chieftains to
DProsecute the supposed objects of their confederacy, ren-
ered it the duty of the British government fo adopt,
Withoyt delay, the most effectual measures for the yindi-
Cition of jts dignity, and for the security of its rights
d interests, and those of its allies, against any attempt
<91 the part of the confederates, to injure or to invade

em, "1

In consequence of a movement of Holkar towards the
Tontier of the Nizam, and some depredations committed
I the Vicinity of Aurungabad, General Wellesley, at the
%I:{( of April, had directed Colonel Stevenson, with the
Otptlah force under his command, and the united troops
the Nizam, to move northwards to that city, Towards
® end of May, General Stuart, with the army under his
&r:‘?m&nd’ amounting to three companies of European
Uery, one regiment of Kuropean, and two regiments of
Lo ‘f“. cavalry, three corps of European infantry, and five
ﬂ‘llona of sepoys; with a large train of artillery, crossed
! ti: 'lﬂomhudra, and proceeded forward to Mudgul, a posi-
' 2 ‘_"'h_ere, without abandoning the defence of the E;nghsh
f al’unt;er, he was sufficiently near the scene of action, to
i UDport the advanced detachment, and overawe those who
.;’llght. be found refractory among the Mahratts chiefs. On
Ip © dth of June, Major-(teneral Wellesley marched from
\mouu“h- with the main hody of the forces under l}.“ S
[ foﬁhd, aud on the 15th, encamped ab {mgﬂh, near Sindiah’s
lm‘-?‘&m of Ahmednuggur, at the distance of about 80
s B8 from Poonah, “The total number of British troops,”
I e Governor-(leneral, © prepared on the 4th of June,

¥ Ol
lhiﬂ]:k;ﬁrﬁ""i’m Governor-General to home authorities, dated 1st August,

1303,

]

Conference, which had lasted three hours, ended ; and I BOOK ‘\?'].’.-

CHAP, XI.
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V1. 1803, on the western side of India (exclusive of Guzerath

“OHAF. x1. to support the arrangements with the Peshwa, amountet

1803,

to 26,244 men; of this number, 16,823 were under e
immediate command of General Wellesley, and destined
for active operations, against the confederated chieftains
in the event of its being necessary to proceed to hostili-
ties against those chiefs.”!

The expense of bringing such an army as this into the
field was no trifling price to pay for those ¢ arrangements
with the Peshwa,” which this great force wag “ prepa
on the 4th June, 1803, to support.” Yet this was ﬂ‘,’*'
enough ; for, immediately on the intelligence of Sindial's
phrase about “ peace or war,” the Governor-General isst!
private instructions to the Commander-in-Chief of the
Company's forces in Indin, to assemble the Bengal army
on the Company’s western frontier, and to prepare for
eventual war,

It deserves to be noticed, that the letter of the Go-
vernor-General to the home authorities, assuring the? |
confidently that no war would rise out of the recent alli”
ance contracted with the Peshwa, was dated on the 20
of June. The instructions to the Commander-in-Chieh
which directed the assembling of the army, and laid do¥8
a plan of the war, were dated on the 28th of the sam®
mmonth. :

In the demand for prompt decision which might arise
in the present eventful position of the British goyernme?
with the Mahratta states, the Governor-General consider
that his own distance from the scene of action wonld T
quire a dangerous suspension of operations, if the powe
of adapting measures to the exigencies as they arose wore
not consigned tosome individual upon the spot, So 14°
would of necessity depend upon the person at the head ©
the military force, that a peculiar advantage would arise
from combining in his hands, if adapted to the trust, tho
political powers which it wasthought advisable to convey
In General Wellesley the Governor-General ima.giue‘_]
saw the requisife qualifications very happily cmnbmed'
That officer was accordingly vested with the general 9%
troul of all affairs in Hindustan and the Deccan, relat o\
either to negotiation or war with the Mahratta states. T

1 Narrative, ut supra, 1bid. p. 325, 326,
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REI‘ARATIONS FOR WAR.
) X -
ictions with which he was furnished for guidance in BOOK VI.

the use of those extraordinary powers are dated on the cmar. xn

b of June, The new authority was to pass to General
Stuart, as Commander-in-Chief at the Madras presidency, + 1803.
Circumstances (an exigency very unlikely to arise) should
Yender it necessary for that officer to unite the whole force
the army in the field, and to assume in person the ge-
2emal command, And the plenipotentiary commission of
“heral Wellesley remained subject, of course, to the com-
mands of the authority from which it was derived,
On the 13th of May, the Governor-General addressed a
lestor 4 Sindiah, and another to the Raja of Berar, These
Etters, while they paid to these chieftaing the compliment
O con veying immediately from the head of the English go-
Yernment, intimation of the treaty of Bassein, and affirmed
hat ng injury was done to the rights of either of them by
that engagement, which it was within the undoubted compe-
SHee of the Peshwa to contract, offered to each the benefit
oL a gimilay engagement, if they were sufficiently wise to
Se8 hoyw deeply their interests were concerned in ib; as-
Sorted the pacific views of the British government, evenif
€Y should reject this generous offer; informed them,
OWever, of the suspicions, which several parts of their
- Teeent conduet had a tendency to raise, of their intention
ot a hostile confederacy against the late arvange-
Wents . directed them, if they wished that their pacific
- declargtiong should be deemed sincere, to abstain from
¢Cupying with their armies an alarming position on the
|.i..r°ntier of the Nizam, the British ally ; desired Sindiakh,
| Partieular, to carry back his army to the northern side
 Of the Nerbudda; and declared to them, thaf, if they
Dersisteq in maintaining a warlike attitude, the British
BOVernmant must place itself in a similar situation, and
© Moment; they rendered their hostile designs indubita-

th
I
th
|

¢ ®, would in its own defence be constrained to attack
em 2

i

2 ﬁ'[?nth-la, it supes, b 149, 162,
- P 183 —136.—M.

Here . ice with the Raja of Bersr, Prior to the date

‘ :,t Lorg m;ﬁ'ﬂ'}fﬁ:iﬁpﬁ gmﬁ?&e 4th of May, the Baja wrote tothe Nizam, to

4 2UHRee Tis pignosed fnterview with Sindiah, and thus explained its objest,

| ﬁ" T8 meating shall bave taken place, and an arrangement for the recons

“"ﬂ‘m and union hetwoen Sindiah and Holkar shall have been effected, o spe-

- hlunm“ for the gdjustment of the state and government of Rao Pundit Prad-

| + (the Peshwa,) such as the honour and integrity of the Ravj iudis-

|
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{1/ The Raja of Berar, having arrived within on o1 |
<i. Sindiah's camp on the 3rd of June, was met by that Prince
——— on the following morning, ¢ The secretary of the British

1803.  Resident, who was despatched to him with a compliment

ary message on the 5th, he received with distinguish 5
attention : and he expressed with apparent sincerityy
says the Governor-General, “his solicitude to maintaill
the relations of friendship which had so long snbsisbe?;
between the British government and the state of Berat. |
A conference between the chieftains took place on the
8th.. On the 9th, the British Resident sent o importun®
{ Sindiah for the answer which he promised after his inter=
view with the Raja of Berar. Having received an evasive
reply, the Resident addressed, on the 12th, a memorial 0
Sindiah, informing him, that if he should now refuse to i
give an explicit account of his intentions, and should ¢oH=
tinue with his army on the south side of the Nerbudda :
¢ such refusal or delay would be regarded as an ayowal © ‘
hostile ‘designs against the British government.” The
Resident requested either the satisfaction which he Was
commissioned to demand, or an escort to convey him from
Sindiah’s camp.!

Having received a yerbal message, which he regarded 85
an evasion, stating that the required explanation shoul ‘l
afforded in two or three days, the Resident informed the :‘
Maharaja, that he received this communication as a fit
answer, refusing the satisfaction which the British gover®
ment required ; and that he purposed leaving his camp
without further delay. The two Mahratta chiefs invented
expedients for preventing the departure of the Residen
and at the same time evaded his endeavours to obtain af
declaration of their desigus. At length, on the 4th ©

pensably calls for, and is calealated for the prosperity of the countrys Eh"ll']ﬂ’ ‘
with a due attention to the complexion of the times, be maturely, dlc\'ﬂﬂd ?m.
exceted.”  'This lotter was, of course, communicated to the British ROTETL
ment, and Lord Wellesley again, on the 22nd of May, addressed the m
Raju to express his suprise and disappointment at lesyning so plaju an v i
of an Intention to form o confederacy for the subrersion of the nrmnl%“'"“"m,e
coneluded with the Peshws. He also spprized the Rajn, that any 84%,
into the territories of the Nizam, would be considered as an act of hnr‘lﬂ' ]
aggression ; exhorted him earnestiy to return pesceably into his forrito =y
and distinetly intimated that the quastion of peate or war between thie LY
states, depended entively upon’ the Haja's conduct.  The interyiew
lowed was, therefore, most anequivocally an act of deflanee, and equt
& declavation of war. Despatches, iii. 104, and App. 661.—W.
! Narrative, ut snpra, p. 166, 323,

that ful=
valent



CR TO GENERAL WELLESLEY. }

5 ;’Ww an audience of both together in the tent BOOK VL.
8- ja of Berar. He entertained them with the old ¢HAP. X1
Ly

— “That the treaty of Bassein” (I quote the words
:]ia e Governor-General, as combining his authority with
th b of his agent) “ contained no stipulation injurious to
® Tights of any of the feudatory Mahratta chieftains ;
ut, on the contrary, expressly provided for their security
angd Independence —That the Governor-General regarded
th: Ja of Berar, and Sindiah, as the ancient friends of
e Britigh, power ; and was willing to improve the exist-
123 Connexion between their states and the British govern-
3 0% — That the British government only required a
honﬁl‘mntion of the assurance made by Sindiah, that he
ﬂ:’d 10 intention whatever to obstruct the completion of
| '€ éngagements lately concluded at Bassein, together with
| & similay agsurance on the part of the Raja of Berar— And
b it was the earnest desire of the Governor-General to
| Promgte the prosperity of the respective governments of
OWlut Rap Sindiah, and the Raja of Berar ; so long as
¢ €Y refrained from committing acts of aggression against
® English and their allies.”
% he Mahratta, chiefs did not think proper to make any
B:?‘?"ks upon the assertions and argumentation of the
{ c:_lsh Resident. They contented themselves with de-
s g, through the mouth of the Berar minister, by whom
St part the discourse was principally held, that it
the duty of the Peshwa to have consulted with them
Shiefs of the Mahratta state, hefore he concluded a
Yy which so deeply affected the interests of that state;
g, morem‘er, that they had a variety of observations to
£

1803,

, € upon the stipulations, themselves, of the treaty of
| i_mﬁln. The British minister insisted, as he had done so
| ¢ duently before, on the right of the Peshwa to make a
| ’cﬂty for himself; but, with vegard to the observations
' t““l'lcsed to be made upon the several articles of the

Yeaty of Bassein, hd requested they might be committed
Writing, and ’Bubmjtged to the consideration of the

ernor-General,

' N.G“?ithstanding these allegations of grounds of com-
! pl.““lt, the Mahrattas re-affirmed their sincere disposition
5 “ultivate the friendship of the British government ;
°lﬂl'ed that they Lad no design whatever to oppose any



1803.

i

UBOOK V1, engagements with it into which the Peshwa might hav!
cnav. x1. entered ; and promised that their armies should neithe®
——— advance to Poonah, nor ascend the Adjuntee Ghaut, acros

HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA.

the mountainous ridge which separated their present pos
tion from the frontier of the Nizam. Remarking, ho¥:
ever, that the British troops had crossed the Godavert
rviver, and were approaching the Adjuntee Ghaut; they
requested that Colonel Collins would use his endeayoui®
to prevent their advance. The Colonel replied that it waé
incumbent upon Sindiah to lead his army across the Ner
budda, and the Raja of Berar to return to Nagpoor, if the¥
wished their actions fo appear in conformity with their
pacific declarations ; and in that case, the British armd
he doubted not, would also be withdrawn.!

On the 14th of July, General Wellesley addressed ¢
Jetter, couched in respectful terms, to Dowlut Rao Sindia®
getting before him the reasons which the Brifish govert
ment had to consider his present menacing position
indication of designs, which would render it necessary |
act against him as an enemy, unless he withdrew his arn
across the Nerbudda ; but making at the same time f'h°:
correspondent offer, that, as soon as the Mahratta chiel |
ghould lead back their armies to their usnal stations, B
would also withdraw from its advanced position the British
army under his command.

A conference on the subject of this letter took place
between the chieftains on the 21st of July. To a note, _ﬂm
next day addressed by the Resident to Dowlut Rao Sindialy
requesting an answer to the letter of General Welles!e¥
no reply was returned. The Resident received the GeB®
ral’s instructions te urge them once more on the separ®”
tion of their armies ; and received an appointment 107 5
conference with Sindiah on the 26th, Onsthis occasio? of
was told, ¢ that the forces of Sindiah and the Raj#
Berar were encamped on their own territories ; that tho?ﬁ
chieftains had solemnly promised ndt to ascend the ﬁ‘ﬂ&
juntee pass, nor to march to Poonah; that they i
already given to the (Governor-Gleneral assurances ihe

oM

writing, that they never would attempt to subvert
treaty of Bassein, which assurances were unequiV y
proofs of their amicable intentions ; lastly, that the groat

1 Nurrative, ut supra, p. 324,




GOTIATIONS BROKEN OFF. E

= ~thintetime under negotiation between Sindiah and Hol- B
a6t completely sebtled ; and that until it should cmar. XL
be finally concluded, Dowlut Rao Sindiah could nob return :
© Hindustan? The Resident remarked, that, as the ac- 1808
tual position of the Mahratta armies could afford no
Vantage to their respective sovereigns, unless in the
€Vent of g war with the British power, the British govern-
Ment could not conclude that the determination of these
Sovereigns to keep their armies in such a position was for
Ay other than a hostile purpose ; and that, for the negoti-
ation with Holkar, Boorhanpore was a much more conve-
Rient situstion than the frontier, so much more distant, of
© British ally, After muoch discussion, the 28th was
natl}ed, as the day on which the Resident should receive a
ecigive reply. The 28th was afterwards shifted to the
th; the Resident threatening to depart, and making
Yehement remonstrance against so many delays. The
Mterview on the 29th was not more availing than those
Which preceded, The Resident sent forward his tents on
- the 30t),, intending to begin his march on the 31st, and
efused to attend a conference to which hewas invited
With Sindiah and the Raja of Berar, As he was provented,
OWever, from setting out on the 31st, by the heaviness of
© rin, he complied with a request from both chieftains
meet them on the evening of that day at the tents of
© Raja of Berar,
er the usual topics were once more gone over, the
th;hmtta chieftains offered the following proposition:
2185 the forces of the Raja and of Sindiah should, in con~
- Junction retipe 4o Boorhanpore ; while the British General
Should withdrow his troops to their usual stations, As
58 reapective movements would leave to the Mahratta
Shisftaing nearly all their present power of injuring the
Titish state, while they would deprive the British govern-
| m.But of the security afforded by the present position of its
ti?f’l)ﬁ» the Resident assured them that a proposition to
o effect could not be received.
| Princes made a second proposal. That the Resident,
BhOUId fiy g gay, on which both the Mahratts and the
Tilish frmies ah;uld begin to withdraw to their respec-
Ve stations, Beside that the Resident had no power to
€4ge for the movements of the British army, he plainly

VoL, vy, X
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“¥V. gave the Princes to understand, that their pront i

. withdrawing their armies was not sufficient security HF

the performance. I

oS They lastly offered to refer it to General Wellesley, 0
name a day on which the British troops, and theirs, should
begin their march; to name also the time ab which he
thought the British troops might reach their usunal sta
tions, when they too would so regulate their marches a8 0
arrive at their usual stations at the same precise period
time, If this proposition was rejected, they said they
could not retire without an injury to the honour and dig*
nity of their respective governments.

The Resident consented to postpone his departure, iill
time was given for referring the last proposition to Gone!
Wellesley ; but required, as a condition, that the letters
that effoct should be with him for transmission before 109"
of the following day. The letters came ; submitting for d&*

cision, however, not the last, but the first, of the thre?
propositions which had been previously discussed. OV
serving this coarse attempt at more evasion and delafy
this officer made immediate arrangements for quitting the
camp of Dowlut Rao Sindian, and commenced his m
towards Aurungabad on the 3rd of August.! ;

Aware of the great unpopularity in England to whio¥
wars in India, except wars agninst Tippoo Sahib, were es
posed ; aware also of the vast load of debt which his 3
tinistration had heaped upon the government of Tndid &
Toad which & new and estensive war must greatly augme®
the Governor-General has, in various documents, presett
o laboured argument to prove, that the appeal to arus
now made by the British government was forced, and W3
gether unavoidable It may be requisite, as far as it
Bo done with the due restriction in point of space, tosh?
how far his arguments ave supported by the facts. y

When Dowlut Rao Sindiah and the Raja of Berar united
their armies, under circumstances so warlike and in & P
gition so threatening, as those of the union which 109

1 Governior-Geriernl's Navrative, Tuld. p. 8273315 Notes relative to tlie ’52
Transactions In the Mrnuu Empire, Ilid. p. 236—230; Letter !‘r'“?l b
vernor-Genersl in Council to the home authorities, dated  25th. of Sepiem
1808, 1bid. p. 170—176.—M. See also Tiespatches, ii. 159, 190, 236, W, f

% Tni his Narrative, ut supra, p. 331 ; Nofes, ut supra, p. 2303 Despateh =

the 23th of September, 1603, ut spra, 156.—.
Despatolied, 1. 390.—W. !
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ITY OF THE WAR NOT PROVED.

E

o
e - e borders of Nizam Ali’s dominions in 1803 ; BOOK VI.
ad when the English, should they begin to act in the omap, xi.
Tiny season, would enjoy important advantages, of which, 2
1t they left the enemy to begin operations in the dry 1803,
Stason, they would be deprived, it will hardly be denied
24t the English had good reasons for commencing hos-
m“ﬁ&% if no other expedient could be devised to procure
the dispersion of those armies, the position of which
:ﬁeﬂted that danger, which it was the professed object of '
- 1@ war to avert.
Btill, however, two questions will remain, bots of which
Must be clearly and decisively answered in the negative, to
Wake good the Governor-General's defence. In the first
Place, allowing the necessity of war in August, 1503, to have
0 ever so imperative, was it, or was it not, a neeessity
of that Governor's own creating, a necessity of whose
| “Xistence he alone was the author, and for which it is just
| that he should bo held rosponsible 7 In the next place,
fte the objects, on account of which this necessity was
“reated, equal in value to the cost of a war? In the last
{’L"‘:ep Wwas it true, that the alleged necessity existed, and
& 1o expedient but that of war could avert the danger
:hlr:.h the new position of the two Mahratta chiceftains
P}!eared to involve.
1 answer to the first of these questions will nob
;eq_““‘ﬁ many words. The necessity, whatever it was,
i ¢h existed for war at the time when hostilities com-
hian“'"d-; was undoubtedly created by the Governor-General
x WSelf. The proof is so obvious, that hardly does it
Uire to be stated in words. That necessity was created
tly the treaty of Bassein; and the treaty of Bassein was
8 work of the Governor-General. The Governor-

Geneml had no apprehension of war, either on the part

::. Sindiah, or of the Raja of Berar, previous to the treaty
g

4

: in, as js proved by all his words and all his
hm“-lona If we are to believe his solemn declarations, he
litile aprehension of it, even after the treaty of
Ba‘gaﬂih, nay till six weeks before the declaration of war.
eiiﬂr believing that, but for the troaty of Bassein, war,
oo T On the part of Sindiah, or of the Raja o'beerm',
,?& I 1o degree to be apprehended by the British go-
"""’lmant, the ourent of the history, the circumstauces
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< and character of those Princes, and even the succeeding

onAP, x1. results, prove that he had sufficient and superabundatt
——— reasons. Undoubtedly those reasons must have beet

1508,

strong, when they sufficed to convince the Governo™
General, even after these Princes had received all the alar®
and provocation which the treaty of Bassein was calci
lated to produce, that they would yet be deterred fro™
any resistance to the operation of that treaty, by the &
chances of a conflict with the British power. The Weats
ness of which these Princes were conscipus, as compare
with the British state, was the first solid ground of the
Governor-General's confidence. The extremely indolen®
and pacific character of the Raja of Berar was another™
Unless in confederacy with the Raja of Berar, it was not 0
be apprehended that Sindiah would venture upon &
with the British government ; and scarcely any thing ¥
rousing to his feelings than the treaty of Bassein woul
have induced that unwarlike Prince to form a confederaey
with Sindiah, in defiance of the British power. As !
Holkar, it was the weakness of Sindiah which made hm
any thing ; and the united force of both, if, withoub the
treaty of Bassein, it would have been possible to ul
them, would have constituted a feeble source of danger W@
the British state.

The treaty of Bassein, therefore, as it was the caus®
assigned by these Princes themselves for their union af
the warlike attitude they had assumed, so it will b
admit of dispute that it was the real cause. The G
vernor-General himself, when he came at last to the
endeavour of making out as strong a case as poﬁsﬂ‘lﬂ_a{
the necessity of drawing the sword, exhibits reasons whi¢
operated both on Sindiah and the Raja of Berar, for goit
to war on account of the treaty of Bassein, reasons whi¢™
to men of their minds, he seems to represent as little less
than irvesistible. “The conduct,” says he, *of Dowl?
Rao Sindiah towards the Peshwa, during a long coursé
time antecedent to the Peshwa's degradation from &
musnud of Poonah, and the views which that chieft#h
and the Raja of Berar are known to have entertained ¥
respect to the supreme authority of the Mahratta Sfﬁhs
afford the means of forming a cosrect judgment of : 5
motives which may have rendered those chieftains desifo™

|
:
!
|



TA WAR CAUSED BY THE TREATY. LJ

ng the treaty of Bassein” Of these views he BOOK VI
then exhibits the following sketch. “The whole course,” cmap. Xt
8955 he, “of Dowlut Rao Sindiah's proceedings, since his
8cession to the dominions of Madajee Sindiah, has mani- 1503,
' ‘98ted a systematic design of establishing an ascendancy in
the Mahratta state upon the ruins of the Peshwa's au-
th?ﬁtﬂ’-" After adducing a number of facts in proof of
this Proposition, he draws the following conclusion: *The
Actual re-establishment of the Peshwa in the government
of b oonah, under the exclusive protection of the British
POwer, and the conclusion of engagements calculated to
SCure to his Highness the due exercise of his authority
. °ILa permanent foundation, deprived Dowlut Rao Sindiah
of every hope of accomplishing the objects of his ambi-
Yon, 5o long as that alliance should be successfully main-
tained, Thig statement of facts sufficiently explains the
anxiety of Dowlut Rao Sindiah to effect the subversion of
t_he treaty of Bassein, and his prosecution of hostile de-
S1g08 against the British government.”! « The motives
Which must be supposed to have influenced the Raja of
erar, in combining his power with that of Dowlut Rao
Sindiah, for the subyersion of the alliance concluded be-
Eween the British government and the Peshwa, were mani-
estly similar to those which actuated the conduct of
D?wh\t Rao Sindiah, The Raja of Berar has always main-
:a“‘e‘l Pretensions to the supreme ministerial authority in
| the Mahratta, empire, founded on his affinily to the reign-
| I0g Raja of Sattarah. Convinced that the permanency of
® defensive alliance, concluded between the British go-
Yernment and the Peshwa, would preclude all future oppor-
Unity of accomplishing the object of his ambition, the
“Ja of Berar appears to have been equally concerned
With Dowlut Rao Sindia in the subversion of that
lidieg,” )
The Governor-General subjoins & reflection, actually
Unded wpon the improbability there was of & union
tween those Princes, till the treaty of Bassein gave them

fo

N transering ¢ [ have left out three expressions, two of vague
Teirobation wlt:i‘!:ltf .ﬁﬁ@?{ﬂ:ﬂﬁﬁh’ bestows npon the actlons of Sindich,
=3 ‘t-.mn of applanse which he bestows upon his own, becanse they have only

I poindency to gubstitute the opinion of the Governor-General upon these
an 118, for the gpinton which the pure facls may suggest; and Ihave so ultered

Other of the exproasions us to render it grammatical, /
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. to those chieftains” says he, “were manifestly ineo

patible with the accomplishment of their respective 48

1803, gions ; the removal of an obstacle which would effectuallf
preclude the success of either chieftain, in obtaining &
ascendancy at Poonah, constituted an object of comm!
interest to both.”

The Governor-General then states his conjecture of the
mode in which the treaty of Bassein induced them
reconcile their conflicting interests. “It appears’ B¢

84y8, “to be chiefly probable, that those chieftains, sensibl®
{  that the combination of their power afforded the only
prospect of subverting the alliance concluded between 't-}"’ ‘

British government and the Peshwa, agreed to compromis®
their respective and contradictory projects, by an arrsng®’
ment for the partition of the whole power and dominion of
the Mahratta state’”

The circumstances on which these conclusions 81°
founded weré all as much known to the Governor-q*""
neral befove, as after he concluded the treaty of Bassel
He was, therefore, exceedingly to blame, if hie formed that
agreement, without an expectation, approaching to & fi
assurance, that & war with the power of Sindiah and the.
Raja of Berar, if not also (as might have been expectét
with that of Holkar combined, would be a part of the
price which the British state would have to pay for theé.
advantages, real or supposed, of the treaty of Bassein’

'ag?“;;"zwﬁlor-cenem@ Letter, ut supra, p. 179, 180 : Narrative, ut sup™
p. 331, 332.
3 It is admitted in & preceding page, that, according to the Gwe‘f"'“:
General's solemn declarations, he had little apprehension. of war, even till &
few weeks before the declaration of it: He had, therefore, no expectations 'IF';
proaching to a full assuranee, that hostilities wonld be the consequences of il
treaty of Bassein. Then, says our author,  he was exceedingly to Dlame
because the circumstances on which he accounted for the eventual mnf%
of tlie war, must liave been known to him as well befrre, as wfter, lio P
clnded the treaty of Bassein.” 1t is one thing, however, to discover “‘n“}.r.‘- '
for actual conduct, and another to anticipate thelr exlstence; it is n?!":ﬂ |
from a necessary conclusion, even when motives may be snspected, that ! -
will be follawed by acts, especially when it i obvions that ather mo 4
equally or still more cogent, must exist, by which the former may bé PET
tralized, and that the acts are so obviously impolitic as to render it prﬂb‘}sal
that they will not be perpetrated. That the interforence of the Bfﬁnﬁ, :
in behalf of the Peshwn, might bo distasteful to the principal Mahratta chi o
may, have been little doubted, but it could seaeely have been deemed of 4‘"“‘;
cient intensity to instigate actusl hostilitics, particularly when such a rﬁuﬂ'
was Incompatible with sl rational policy. It was thought Hkely that Sit |
2 |

would know his strength rather than to hazard a contest with the British
yoernment ; that the Roju of Berar, beside his inactive temperament, had



A WAR CAUSED BY THE TREATY.

ion, then, or at least one of the questions, to BOOR VI.

Which he ghould have applied the full force of a sound cmar, x1,

Teflection, equally free from oversight or prepossession,
Was, whether the benefits, which could reagonably be ex-
Pected from the treaty of Bassein, were a full compensa-
ton for the evils ready to spring from the wars to which
1t was likely to give birth : on the contrary, if he allowed
15 mind to repel from itself, as faras possible, all expect-
ation of the expensive aud bloody consequences likely to
188ue from the treaty ; and, fixing his attention almost ex-
ﬁhtsiveiy upon the advantages painted in his imagination,
decided upon what may be regarded as a hearing of only
one gide, that the treaty ought, if possible, to be made, he
Pursued a course which, in the management of public
affairs, is indeed most lamentably common, but which on
that account only deserves so much the more to be
* Pointed out to the disapprobation of mankind.

@ discussion of a question like this requires the use
of 50 many words, because it imports a reference frO_BG
Maty particulars, that it would produce an interruption
hcompatible with the due continuity of a narrative dis-
fourse. It may, notwithstanding, have its use to point
8 merely the paths of inquiry.

0 them, on whom, in this instance, peace or war de-

Pended, it belonged to ask themselves, whether the act of -

EMasping at a new set of advantages, in relation to other
tes, which act it is pretty certain that those states, or

S0mg of them, will hostilely resent, does not constitute
P

{Eatsop :
POsed t) those of Sindinh, which rendered their unjon improhable ; and
r::;; STen shiouid it take place, and Holkar be joined with thom, tho confede-
thegg 32214 81l be too doubtful of their strength to risk the excounter, That
Bagaer hTaita cliiefs had no real grievance to complain of, that the treaty of
oL encranciiod ot on their territories or thelr Jogal anttiority, and. that
1%.3‘:"“’ Obstacle the English allisnce might oppote to thelr unjustifiable pre-
'ﬂ'uchm' the cost and danger of removing It by an appeal to arms, wonld be o
more thy equivalont to any possible advantages to be eitained, were
Wor L tithorizing the vonclusion thap the ahsurdity of hostile collision
d by » abvious to the understanding of princes, not devoid of politieal
ty or knowledge, to permit of their ado ting such a line of policy. The
Attt W0F-Goneral way mistaken in supposiog that the Mahratta princes
to gt S Qe weight to these considerations, but they were sniisiently palpablo
thag ot him in believing that they would not have been disregarded, and
g "lher Wonld have formed a counterpélse to feelings of personal mortification
My w3paititmant sufiicient to have provented the actual ocenrrence of war,
Bppirg. s 1Ob therafurn, excecdingly to blame in entertaining cxpectations,
l.lyr{"‘)ﬂvhluz t0 foli assurance that the treaty of Bassein would not be followed

1008 koa, vy,

1803.
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. the war, a war of aggression, on the parb o '
which wilfully performs the act out of which it foresé®
that war will arise. A war, which is truly and ind iapuﬂ‘w
defensive, is a war undertaken in defence, that is, 0 pre
vent the loss of existing advantages, And though & sts
may justly assert its rights to aim at new advantages, yetz
if it aims at advantages which it cannot abtain witho
producing a loss of existing advantages to some O,
state, & loss which that state endeavours to prevent ¥ A

.a war, the war on the part of the latter state is trU .
defensive, on the part of the other is truly an aggressi¥!
and, in almost all cases, an unjust war. 4he
The Governor-General is so far from denying that 10
treaty of Bassein did import the loss of advantages o
Sindiah, that we have just heard him enumerating the i
vantagos of which it deprived that Mahratts CHiG:
advantages on which it was natural for him to place o
highest possible value ; the power, as he imagined, ¢ ol
tablishing his controlling influence over the Peshw bt
through him, over the whole or the greater part of &

Mahratta states. < i

Many times is the answer of the Governor-GGDﬁ:
repeated in the documents which he has liberally SUPE M ‘

These advantages, he cries, on the part of Sindiah, eX

only for purposes of injustice ; his complaints aré; ==

fore, to be treated with indignation. . i

The man who carefully visits the sources of Indias wi“
tory, is often called to observe, and to observe Tup

astonishment, what power the human mind has ™ g

luding itself; and what sort of things a man eant st

upon himself for conclusive reasoning, when those agsl,nﬂ

whom his reasoning operates are sure not to bo B g

when he is equally sure that those to whom his dis0 0 J

is addressed, and whom hé is concerned to satisfy, kit
the requisites for embracing delusion ; to Wit igr uﬁ‘i
negligence, aud, in regard to the particulars ix l(llit r&’d
a supposition, at the least, of concurring nob A
interests. i g lthe
1t is truly surprising, that the object, wh_lch 18 lbiua_ﬁ
by the Governor-General as the most pz‘Dﬁlgat'e m;sioﬂli-" ;
and the most odious injustice, cruelty, and OPFE? ﬁd‘@|
Dowlut Rao Sindiab, to aim at, is the same ohje?




"SELF-DELUSION OF RULERS. 13 [

e himself was aiming, with so uncommon a BOOK VI
degree of ardour and perseverance, and at the expense of CHAP. XL
80 many gacrifices. Tho object, incontestably, at which
both were aiming, was an all-controlling influence over
the Peshwa, and through him, as far as possible, over the
Other Mahratta governments, As far, then, as concerned
the object of pursuit, the coincidence is complete, mani-
est, and indubitable, between the ambition of Sindiah,
and the ambition of the Governor-General. Wherein,
then, did the ambition of these two leaders differ, so as to
eutitle the (oyernor-General to cover the ambition of
Sindiah with the epithets most expressive of the disap-
Probation and abhorrence of mankind, his own with
Spithets the most expressive of their approbation and
&¥our? One mighty difference there was; that the one
Was the Governor-General's own ambition, the other that
of another man ; and a man the gratification of whose
ambition in this instance was incompatible with the gra-
tification of his, Another difference, which would be felt
Where it was desirable for the Governor-General that it
should be felt, was, that the benefits, which were said to
¢ great, arising from the accomplishment of this object
;f the Giovernor-Gieneral's ambition, were to be English
~ onelits, From the accomplishment of the same object
i Of Sindiah's ambition would arise nothing but the pre-
|
|

1803.

Yention of these English benefits. Under this mode of
:]11:“'“15 the question, however, it cannot be disguised,
3 b Sindiah would have the same grounds exactly for
Phlying epithets of applause to his own ambition, and of

4906 t0 that of the Governor-Gereral!
Uk differences, such as these, are more frequently the

e s o i lish
ne important difference in the relations in which the English and
g{gdumhm’“d Lo ‘hepgmhwu. which is wholly overlooked in this atgument: the
equtt mode in which they prosocuted the abjects of their, be 1t admitied,
10al ambitigy The English acted with the professed acquicscence ,of the
| 'on h\vn; Sindiak notoripnsly in his despite. The English placed the Peshwa
| 15 throne, and kept hin there, and aliewed. him the independent enjoy-
rrlt of extensive anthority ; Sindiah occapied Poonah with an almost hostile
to 85 compelled the Peshwa to submiit entively to his will, and was yet uniubie
horg Ce him ageiugt his enemies. The English did not march to Pooval to
s JBe Poshwa fn gubjection; the Peshws fied to them, and was glad to
Mgy 2 15 principality under the shadow of their bauners, Admitting,
ok that fiie estublishment of British cantrol at Popnah' was the Tesult of the
e;“'“‘.'—uelmra]'s ambition, that anibith 1 from Sindiah's in seeking
in don ¥ 18 objects by gentle, not Uy violent meuns; with the concurrence, not

& of, those over whom it aspired to rule.—W, |




HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA

. grounds of action in human affairs, than acknow
. even known, to be so; since nothing is more easy for the
greater part of men, than to be ignorant of the motives
: by which they are actuafed, and, while absorbed in the
pursuits of the most vulgar and selfish ambition, to be
giving themselves credit for the highest virtue, before the
tribunal of their own consciences, What then will be
gaid 7 That of this controlling power, at which Sindiah
and the English both of them aimed, Sindiah would make
a bad use, the English a good one? If one ruler has &
title to make at his pleasure this assumption in his own
favour, so has every other ruler; and a justification s
{ afforded to the strong, who are always in the right, for ex-
tending, as far as they please, their oppressions oyer the
weak.

If we should allow, that the English government woul.d
make a better use of new power than a native one, as it
would be disgraceful to think it would not, the reason
would go further than the Governor-General would wish ;
for upon this reason not one native government, should be
left existing in India.

But beside this ; what is it that we are precisely to ui-
derstand by a better use : is it a use better for the Eng-
lish 2 Or a use better for the Englich and Mahrattas both !
This latter assertion is the only one which it woul
answer any purpose to make ; meaning, in both cases, the
people at large, not the handful of individuals composing
the government, whose interests are worth no more than
those of any other equally minute portion of the commo®
mass.

That the use of it, on the part of the English, would
be good even for themselves, was so far from being & 0°°
cided point, that all connexions of the same deseriptio™
stood condemned and forbidden, by a memorable clau®® |
of that very act of pailiament on which the governmer™
of the East India Company rested, and of which, by e0® f
sequence, the treaty of Bassein was a flagrant viu]stidﬂ.;, :
By how many of the Court of Directors, not to speak & !
othier classes of men, it was condemmned as injurious ¥ |

British interests, we shall afterwards have occasion
observe :

! The condemnation of i i i W r. I
: the principle of the extension of thie British powe o
1 = t i) ension of the British po b
ndia by the Court of Directoys, and by the Parlinment, was much to0 PI'




atever the effects in regard to the English, unless BOOK VI.
it appear that the control over the Peshwn and the Mah- cmap, 1x.
 Tatia states, which was equally the object of ambition to
Sindish and the Governor-General, would have been at- 1603,
fended with worse consequences to the Mahrattas, if in
the hands of Sindiah, than if in the hands of the English, it
Will be difficult to show in what respect the ambition of
Sindiah was selfish and wicked ; that of the English full
of magnonimity and virtue, In what respects then were
the people of the Mahratta states to be the better for the
control of the English ! Not as regarded oppression at
he hands of their several and respective governments ;
9%, in regard to the treatment which those governments
Inight yield to their subjects, the English were ready to
- bind themselves not to interfere ; and we have seen, in the
©ase of the Nabobs of the Carnatic and of Qude, that the
Motives of misrule in the native governments, npheld by
British power were not diminished; but increased a
hundred fold.
The grand benefit held out by the Governor-General is,
that the Mahrattas would be withheld from war. But
s, if foreign war is meant, the Mahrattas had always
Tegarded, and except in a few instances, had always found,
& source of benefit, rather than harm. If internal wars
are meant, these, it is plain, would be as effectually pre-
Yéuted, if the control of Sindiah, as if that of the Eng-

iman oconrrences, 1t might have had some credit for benevolence, if there
Was not reason tn believe that it was prompted, in some degree, by party and
TSonal feeling, It is net entitled to commendation for foresight, as events
Y shown it t be idle: and it deserves not the character of wisdom, for it
W irreconcileable with the whole position of the English in India. The very
Undation of g political power Involved the consequence of extension: an
Mpire, gnes planted in Indis, must cither have been scon rooted np, or it
must have contimmed to grow. The sagacity of Clive fcrrsr!w the necessity,
nd he hud told the public that it was impossible to stop.  We were In a situ-
SHon in which we mus elther go forward or backwards; our whole progress
ime of aggression, and it la much less casy to defond our being in India as
tbelitical power at alf, than to justify our engressing all the political power of
Sountry, Once there, as rulers and princes, it was for the hooour and
| Prof op Great Britain that we should be paramount. It is not necessary here
Tnai . 2ate the extension of British power as conducive to the benefit of
| 8, What stutesman or historian will venture now to arm that the exten-
Blon of the British Indian empire has not been advantageous to Great Blrnaim
| QEErY step of advance made in India hns opencd new fields to British in.
¢ a"'“?l‘i has added largely to British capital; has augmented our population
| l;:‘d Wealth, and has extended the resources, whilst it has elevated the Tepu-
| Hon of the ruling state —W.

|
I
I ]"V'lﬂ‘ll'al to be of any practical applicability to the mingled character of
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BOOK V1. lish, became complete over all the Mahratta stafesk

Sindiah, had he beeu as skilful a rhetorician as the English |
rulers, would, as gairishly as they, have described the pre=
venting of internal war, and the union and tranquillity ©
the Mahratta powers, as the grand, the patriotic, and
virtuous aim of all his thoughts, and all his actions. 1
But this is not all. Not only did Sindiah lose advan- |
tages, in respact to a favourite object of ambition, which |
was exactly the same object, by the gaining of which the |
English had deprived him of those advantages ; but, if he
had been the greatest lover of peace and justice of all the |
princes upon the face of the earth, he would still have
the greatest reason to resent the formation of the treaty |
of Bassein, and to resist to the utmost its execntion:
What is that, on the strength of which we have alveady |
seen the (Governor-General boasting of the prodigious
value of the treaty of Bassein? Not the circumstance |
of its having made a dependant of the feeble and degraded
Peshwa. This in itself was a matter of little importance.:
The treaty, for receiving the British troops, concluded |
with one of the chief Mahratta states, was declared to be|
valuable, becauss it afforded a controlling power over il
the other governments of the Mahratta nation.? And ]

1 The benefits of British supremacy, as far as the people of any Indian stalo |
are affected, is o yery different question from the advantages to Groeat Britaiil
The results are of a more mingled natnre; many are evil, but the 1
perhaps, predominate, at Jeast we would wish to hope so. Tn this |..-|rlivll|“f|'-
instance, however, the argnment contlied to the suppression of internal wary
amongst the Mahrattas is easily answered, s it turns upon an impossible
dition, Il the ‘ccrnlrol of Sindiah became as complete over the Maliratts 5‘? t
as that of the Engiish, internal wars would be as effectually prevented. "&'“
Sindiah conld not acquire such control was clear: he had tried it and fnited §
had been baffied by a rival who commenced his career with seven hm‘s@—“‘ﬁ?:i
Holkar, at one time little better than a petty freebooter, liad driven Sindish BM
the Peshwa from Poonah; what guarantee of internal tranguillity could ¥
poswer of Sindiah afford >—W. . : o

2 The following are some of {he Governor-General's expressions: * i i
negotiation shall prove successful, there is reason to expect that it will pre vyl

the complete act tof the g 1 system of defensi nlhnnli‘“l{l el
fucing the other Mahwatta powers to conenr in the proposed arrangemeh
with o view to avoid the dependent and subordinate coudition to which iy

must be reduced by their exelusion from an alliance of which the operdtiog
with respect to them, must be, to control all ambitions views and agETes
designa on their part, without affording to those powers the benefit O
general guarantee,”  (Narrative, ut supra, p. 10.)—=" The same cum‘e}; 'u:a
the;

will furnish you with a detail of the negotiations condueted by the Rt‘!i’i‘{
Poonah, under my anthority, with the view to the accomplishment
imlm'lan! object of comprehending the Mahratta states in the ,;t',llt:n" syt I8
of defensive alliance with the Honourable Company and its allies, on the fory
of U\Q’antnty' concluded with hiis Highness the Nizam, in the month of U aled
1800.7  (Ibid, 29 ) —* The intimate connexion with the Peshwa, on pri® {



English government should dislike, But the state, which
18 prevented from doing whatever another state dislikes,
18 in reality dependent upon that state; and can regard
itself in no other light than that of a vassal. If the loss
of independence, therefore, is a loss sufficient to summon
the most pacific prince in the world to arms, Dowlut Rao
Sindiah, and the Raja of Berar, had that motive for offer-
ng resistance to the treaty of Bassein.

It will not weaken the argument, to say, that the
Governor-General was deceived in ascribing these wonder-
ful powers to the treaty of Bassein ; because it was not
Surely unnatural in the Mahratta princes to apprehend
that which the Governor-General hoped, and to do what

ay in their power to prevent it,

It was idle, too, in the Governor-General unless for the
Sake of immediate effect upon the minds of his ministerial
aud directorial masters, to which it was not ill-adapted, to
declare 50 often, and with so much emphasis, that Sindiah

Imself was unable to show wharein ho was injured by the
treaty of Bassein, and could not deny that his rights con-
tinued unimpaired. What then? Because Sindiah and his
Ministers were far less skilful than the Glovernor-General
I the use of language; had ohjections to the treaty of

sein which they did not think it politic to acknow-
edge; knew not how to separate the chjections they might
Wish, from those they did not wish, to avow ; and agroe-
ably to the yules of Hastern etiquette, which never in
general terms condemns, but always approves of, every
ing proceeding from the will of a superior, did, in general
Courtesy, when urged and importuned upoen the subject,
apply vague negation of injustice to the treaty of Bassein ;

068 that hinder it from being now clearly seen that the

reaty of Bassein had an operation injurious to that prince,

Menluted o seeure to him the constant protection of the British Arms, conld
Hot 1 formed, without at the same time establishing our gsceudancy in the
of ITuttn empire.” (Ibid. 34,)—In the next page (35) he calls it * that degren

SOntrol und aseendancy, which b must be our irl!o:"o_ﬁ} to establish in the
“’ ‘Tt stade, and wirleh it is his object to avold." — " The Peshwa Is aware,
5 8 the permanent establishment of n British furee in lllu_‘tiﬂ!j.;hbo:lﬂlnnd af
1"‘“"“!, would immediately place him, In some degree, in & state of dea
"lilance upon the British power.” (IbiL)

JERESTS OF THE MAHRATTAS.
G\&.
: eant by a controlling power ? The power, un- BOOK VL.

doubﬁadly, of preventing them from doing whatever the cmar. xr.

1803,
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K V1, an operation which the Governor-General regar
r. great source of all the good which it was expected to pro-

duce 1 .
One thing, indeed, is to be considered, that in a greab

" part of all that is said by the Governor-General, it is prebty
distinetly implied that to render the Indian princes depen-
dent upon the British government was not an injury #0
them, but a benefit. If this were allowed to be true ; and
if it were possible, in other indulgences, to make up 0 &
prince for the loss of his independence ; yet, in such cases;
the consent of the prince in question would seem a requl=
site, even were his subject people, as they usually are

, counted for nothing; because, if any ruler, who has the

of benefit

power, may proceed to impose by force this kind
ion would

upon auy other ruler at his pleasure, this allegat
prove to be neither more norless than another of the pre-
texts, under which the weak are always exposed to become
the prey of the strong.

In the only objections which Dowlut Rao Sindia and
the Raja of Berar explicitly produced to the treaty ©
Bassein, it must be owned they were nobt very happy:
Sindiah observed,that he was guarantee of the treaty which
was in force between the Brifish and Poonah governmet
at the period when the treaty of Bassein was depending:
And both princes affirmed, that the Peshia, as a membel
of the Mahratta confederacy, ought not to have conelud
a treaty but with consent of the leading chiefs of who™
the confederacy was composed. ;

With regard to the first of these pleas, the answer ©
the Governor-General was conclusive. When a compa®
is formed between two parties, the office and duty ¢ &
guarantee is, to hinder one of the parties from ncglectlﬂg!
while the other fulfils, the obligations which it ilﬂpﬂs"a__:
He is ot vested with a right to hinder them from ¥

! The pains taken in the text to show that Sindiah had reason to‘lmdis!\l]:ﬁﬂ:ll}
with the treaty of Bassein are very superfinous, Undoubtedly he hats “etiyg
Wwas not the principal party to be consulted. The question ab |9.‘-uf‘- of the
resturation of the Peshwa, the nominal, and until Jately, the actunl ln.llIrl rﬂ;"‘

Mahratta confederacy. As a former ally, a friendly Potenlme, he h:t: h
to the good ofiices of the English;: he bad called for them, and 0% G

granted on_conditions unguestionubly beneflcial to the English, 80 _m_ dof” |
tial, at least, beueficial to the Peshwa, It would have been & b;ﬁeuf wi""’;(

ment of positive obligations, as well as an fmproyident rejection @ gl
faees, to liave withheld all assistance from the Peshwa, through

Sindiah's displ e, or apprehension of his power.—W.
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flling the obligations, if both of them ploase, BOOK. VL

It was not by the dissolution of the treaty of Salbye, nor cuap. x1,

in his capacity of its guarantee, it was by the formation of
the treaty of Bassein, and his capacity of a sovereign
Prince, that Sindiah was injured, if injured at all.

In the answer of the British ruler to thesecond of those
Pleus, there is something which will require rather more
of development. That the Peshwa had a right to con-
clude the treaty of Bassein, without consulting any of the

ahrata princes, makes o great figure among the argu-
ments of the Governor-General. Theidea ofa confederacy
does not imply that & member shall make no separate en-
Eagement, only no separate engagement which in any
espect affects the confederacy. The Governor-General
truly aflirmed, that there was nothing in the treaty of Bas-
Sein, which uffected the Mahratta confederacy, that is,
directly i though it was nob less true, thaf, indirectly, it
dissolved it. The Governor-General calls the other Mah-
Yabta princes, as distinct from the Peshwa, “the feudatory
chieftaing of the empire,” though feudality is a sort of

ondage which never had existence in any part of the
World, but in Burope in the barbarous ages. And under
% fietion, he procesds so far as to say, “it may be a
Question, whether the Peshwa, acting in the name and
under the ostensible sanction of the nominal head of the
“lpire;” (that is, by the right of a gross and violent
Usurpation, and in the name of & man whom he kept a de-
wretched, and hopeless prisoner;) “might not
%oBclude treaties which should be obligatory upon the
Subordingte chiefs and feudatories, without their con-
Currenge,”

The Governor-General proceeds to speak a more rational
#guage, in the words which immediately follow. “But,”
Hays he, “it would be absurd to regulate any political
Question, by the standard of a constitution, which time

events have entirely altered or dissolved. The late
tajah Sindish and Dowlut Rao Sindiah, ha.\’q u_mformly
®Xeroised the powers of independent dominion— by
aking way on the neighbouring states, by concluding en-
CInents with them, and by regulating the whole system
")_f theip internal adrministration — without the participa-
on, op Previous consent of the Peshwa, whose Supremacy,

1803,
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" however, both Maharajah Sindiah and Dowlut Rao india

omar. x1._have uniformly acknowledged ; Dowlat Rao Sindizah, there-

fore, could not— even on the supposed principles of the
original constitution —deny the right of the Peshwa to
" conclude his late engagements with the British government,
without impeaching the validity of his own proceedings
and those of his predecessor. Nor could he — according
to the more admissible rules, derived from practice aud
prescription —justly refuse to admit the exercise of these
independent rights of dominion, on the part of the Peshwa,
which both Sindiah and his predecessor assumed, ina state
of acknowledged subordination to his Highness's paramount
¢ authority.”?

The observation is emphatically just. Itis the weak-
ness of pedantry, or the villany of imposture, to affect to
“pegulate any political question by the standard of & con=
stitution;” when, however, the name may remain 28 it
was, the thing is wholly or materially altered. And the
inference is conclusive, that, if Sindiah and his predecessor
had a right to adopt, without reference to the other states,
what measures they chose in regard to foreign poliey, B2
hiad the Peshwa ; if it was not unlawful in the Peshwa, it
had in them been hetetofore unlawful. In his anxietd
however, to uphold the fiction of a feudal superiority in
the Peshwa, the Governor-General nses a language almos
contradictory, when he says, both that Sindiah and his
predecessor had “uniformly exercised the powers of inde-
pendent dominion,” and that they had “uniformly ackno™"
ledged the supremacy of the Peshwa:” the uniform exexcise
of the powers of independent dominion is the negation ¢
all external supremacy. Besides, the word supremacy '
a great deal too strong to express the sort of relation whie
the Peshwa ever bore to the rest of the Mahratta ruler®
It imports, as borrowed from European affairs, 2 combing=
tion of ideas, which represents not any thing which ever
existed in India ; and, if employed as an accurate repré-
sentation of any thing which ever existed in India, i8 ©
calenlated to mislead.

It is curious to observe with what assurance t’!la

Governor-General makes, and repeats again and agoi
! Governor-General's Narrative. ut si )
1 5 Nr : pra. Ihid, p. 810. Also the GO¥e% a9,
General's instroctions to the Resident with Dowlut Kao Sindiah, 1bid- P 139



H INTERESTS, HOW AFFECTED.

rbion, that “the treaty of Bassein not only offers BOOK VI.
Do mjury to the independance of the feudatory Mahratta cmap.xr.
chiefs ; but expressly provides additional security for it.”! '
he treaty was so worded, as not, in its terms, to contra~ 1803
dict such an assertion. But what sort of a conduct is
this?  Does it justify the attempt to pass upon the
belief of other men a proposition, if it is true only in
Sound, how great soever the difference between the sound
and the substance ! '

The only article of the treaty of Bassein, which referred
directly to the other states,was the 12th ; according to
Which the Peshwa bound himself to make no war upon
Other states, and to submit all his differences with them
to the English government. And to this it is that the
Governor-Gieneral in his said declarations refers. But
what was this except transferring the power of attempting
%o subvert the independence of the ¢ feudatory Mahratta
chiefs” from the Peshwa whom they did not fear, to the
English whom they excessively feared? In this manner
16 was, that the treaty of Bassein afforded additional
Security for their independence ?
ut let us pass from the question, whether the Mahratta
chiefs had or had not Just reason for resenting the treaty
Of Bassein : and let us consider the question of English
Interests naked, and by itself. What benefits to that
People was it calculated to yield? And those benefits,
Were they an equivalent for the evils which, as it did
broduce them, so it ought to have been expected to
Produce |

. The Governor-General's own opinion of the good things
likely to flow from the treaty of Bassein, is adumbrated
g rreqt variety of general phrases, thonugh they are ex-
hibited nowhers in very distinct enumeration. We shall

duce g specimen of the more remarkable of his forms of
SXpression, and endeavour, with as much Precision as
Possible, to ascertain the particulars at which they
Doing,

“The stipulations of the treaty of Bassein have been
frameq exclusively with a view te maintain the general

! For thi ¥ see Governor-General's Narrative. Thid. p, 818, Seq,
$90, 5. 812, ""Also his inatructions to the Resident, ut supra, p, 130 ; and hy
©8pateh, onty September, 1803, commencing 1bid, p, 168,
YOL vr, X



tranquillity of India, by preventing the destructi
Peshwa’s power, and by securing his just rig
violence and usurpation,” !

% The object of Lord Wellesley’s policy is to establish 2
. permanent foundation of general tranquillity in India, by
securing to every state the free enjoyment of its just
rights and independence, and by frustrating every project,
caloulated to disturb the possessions, or to violate the
rights of the established powers of Hindustan, or of the
Decean.”*

“ fivery prineiple of true policy demands, that no effort
should be omitted by the British government to establish
a permanent foundation of general tranquillity in India, by
securing to every state the free enjoyment of its jﬁSt
rights and independence, and by frustrating every project,
calculated to disturb the possessions, or to violate the
rights, of the established powers of Hindustan, and of
the Deccan.”?

“The conclusion of the treaty of Bassein promises 0
establish the British interests in the Mahratta empire, o
the most solid and durable foundations ; to afford addi-
tional security for the permanent tranquillity and pro-
sperity of the British dominions in India, and to effectually
exclude the interests and influence of France from the
Mahratta empire.” !

The object of the Governor-General, as he himself i
fond of describing it, was, “ A system of general defensive
alliance between the British power and the several states
of Hindustan.,”® This was iudeed a great and operose
scheme of policy. Equally great, however, were the effects
which the Governor-General expected from it ; permanen
tranquillity, as he thus declaves, and justice, over the whole
of India, -

When the Governor-General, however, after ascribing
these grand effects to the consummation of his propes
alliance, not with one, but with all, or most of the leading
states of India, proceeds, in the warmth of his miBG

! Governor-General's Narrative,  Ibid. p. 312, 2 Ibid,

3 Ibid, p. 303. 1 1pid. p. 818 t0

 Instructions to Colonel Collins. Tbid, p. 8, Sce, oo, his instructioiify
the Resident at Poonah, 22nd of November, 1802, where e descrites 1t ‘_‘1’ of
Plan ** to combine the priucipal powers of Hindostan In & general 5‘:;:3'1=r,j's

defensive alljance and I . R e
Nartutive; ]bié.ep-‘ﬂéogf:.tarantee‘ Ibid; p. 65. Bee also Governo
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IEWS OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAT..
s
b them all to the single treaty

I

with the Peshwa, we BOOK Vi

find him Practising a very ordinary fallacy, that is, predi- onap. XN

cating of a part, what ought to have been predicated only
of the whole ; as if, because the head, limbs, and trunk,
Constitute a man, it should be affirmed that the human
0% is a rational animal,

It cannot bear to be affirmed, in a distinct proposition,
that the mere addition of the inconsiderable power of the
Peshya gave the British government snch a commanding
and absolute power all over India as every where to secure
Justice and tranquillity ; that is, to compel undeviating
Obedience to its commands on the part of every govern-
Mment on that continent,

Besides, if it were allowed, for the sake of argument,
hat such a proposition were capable of being maintained,
1 followed, that no general system of alliance was re.
Quired ; that an alliance with the Peshwa alone, exclusive
of the rest of the Indian princes, accomplished simply all
8t was proposed to be accomplished, by the immense,
and troublesome, and complicated machinery of alliances
With al] the princes in India. Why, then, did the Go-
Vernor-General aim at any more ?
. ‘b isreasonable, however, to suppose, that the Governop-
“heral means, what he 8o often tells us that he means,
Namely, that the alliance with the Peshwa was to be con-
Sidered as about, to fulfl the hopes which he held forth,
2y in 80 far as it had a tendency to produce other alli-

C&8, from the union of which, all taken together, those

at offects might be expected to procead
Ut what tendency, then, had the alliance with the
eshwa g Produce other alliances of the same deseription ?
g 4ve seen, already, in what manner the Governop.
Gengry) and his agents supposed, that it would produce
hem hey supposed that it would place the British
Power iy, 4 situation to coerce completely the other Mah.
g S0Vercigns ; that is, to restrain them from every
COursg of action of which the British government should
dm"'?i’l'ove; and that the Mahratta sovereigns, seeing the

Ercion unavoidable, would choose coerGion with the
1 efit of having the British government bound to defend
‘Ehe‘m, Pather than eoercion detached from that benefit,

L-‘Sperience, in a very short time, demonstrated the

1803,
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R/ Y lacy of these expectations. The treaty with tha P

wixd. did not produce an alliance with any other of the Mah-

ratta states whatsoever. It did not produce the tranguil-
lity of all India, It produced one of the most widely
extended wars which India had ever seen. If this war
reduced the Mahratta princes to the necessity of submit-
ting to the will of the conqueror, it was not the alliance
with the Peshwa, but the war, by which that submission
was produced ; an effect which the same cause might have
equally secured, if the freaty of Bassein had never ex-
isted. If it be said, that the treaty of Bassein produced
the effects which the Governor-General applauds, by pro-
ducing at any rate the war out of which they flowed 5
what is this, but to say, that the treaty of Bassein was
good, only as creating a pretext for war; and that it was
fit and proper to be made, for the mere purpose of creating
it? But to perform a public set, with an intention to
produce a war, is purposely to be the author of the wat,
only with a machination contrived to impose a contrary,
that is, a wrong helief, upon the world. :
The good things derived from the treaty of Passein,
must, then, be regarded as all summed up in these two
effects ; first, the war with the Mahratta chiefs ; and, 8¢
condly, the means which it contributed to the success ?
the war. As to the war, if that was a good thing *
might have been easily produced without the treaty ©
Bassein, Therefore the treaty of Bassein deserves Pl
little admiration or applause upon that account. AS 1o
the other question ; namely, in what proportion it contrl=
buted to the success of the war, the Goveruor—Gﬂﬂe"“l
presents an answer on which he appears to lay the greates
stress, The treaty of Bassein wasa contrivance to prever
the union of the Mahratta states. It is necessary, there”
fore, to inquire, how far the truth of this allegation ax
tends. he
The treaty of Bassein was calculated to with]:gold b .
Peshwa from any confederacy hostile to the Englisb- s
was 80 far from calculated to prevent, that it was &
lated to produce, a confederacy hostile to the English
all the rest of the Muhratta states. od';
A very limited question thus remains to be answer tht;
namely, how much the chance of the accession of



ECTS OF THE TREATY OF BASSEIN, l |

“oglwa winld add to the dangers arising from the chance BOOK V1.
@conifederacy, hostile to the English, among the other emap, x.
Mahratta states ; and how much would those dangers be
lessened, by the certainty of his absence? The item in 1803
the account, it is evident, is the power of the Peshwa ;
aud, that being remarkably small, as the danger of a con-
federacy could not be greatly augmented by its presence,
80 it could not be greatly diminished by the reverse.
There is, however, a view of the danger, which is drawn
by the Governor-General, in very frightful colours. He
says, that either Sindiah or Holkar must have prevailed
In the contest subsisting between them at the time when
© treaty of Bassein was framed ; that the successful
prince, whoever it was, would have engrossed the power
of the Peshwa ; would thence have become too powerful
to be resisted by any of the othor Mahratta princes ;
Would of course have subdued themall ; and, uniting under
is sceptro the whole power of the Mahratba nation, would
Ve become a dangerous neighbour to the British state,
‘rom this danger it was delivered by the treaty of Bas-
sein,
To make of this an argument in favour of the treaty of
ein, two things must be allowed: it must be allowed
that the danger held forth was such as it is represented ;
a0d it must be allowed that there was no better method
of averting that danger. Both may be disputed. First,
1t i3 Jyy no means certain, that the Mahratta state would
have assumed a shape more formidable to the English, had
¢ contending princes been left to themselves., It is not
Sven probable, The probability is, that Sindiali and Hol-
kar, neither being able to succeed to the extent of his
Wishes, would have been obliged to compromise their difs
“rences ; and the Peshwa might have acquired rather
more of power and independence, than he had previously
enjoyed. But if Sindiah prevailed ; as the greater power
of that chieftain rendered it probable, if any of them pre-
Vailed, that he would be the suecessful contender i in what
Téspect would his power be greater, than it was before
olkar appeared 1 At that time, he was master of the
Peshws; and yet so liftle had he increased his strength,
at a mere adventurer was able in a few years to raise
A1 army, an army agaiust which he found it difficult to
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: ;;ﬁ,&/ontend. Sindiah possessed not talents to bind toge y

ol a . . i H
440 X1 parts of an extensive dominion, as discordant us those of

a Mahratta empire ; and had he united the Holkar pos-
sessions, and even those of the Peshwa, to his own, he
awould have diminished, rather than increased, his efficient
power. Experience showed that by the attention he was
obliged to bestow in holding in obedience the Peshwa's
dominions in the south, his authority became little more

. than nominal, over his own in the north.,

It would be tedious to run over all the possible shapes
into which, if left to themselves, the Mahratta states
might then have fallen ; but it may safely be affirmed that
1o shape which they had any chance to assume would have
been so formidable to the English, as that into which they
were thrown by the treaty of Bassein,

But if the reality of the danger, which the Glovernor-
General thought he foresaw, were as well proved as it
appears to stand unsupported by proof, it would still
remain to inguire whether it might not have been n.vert_é‘d
by other and better means, than the treaty of Bassein.
Had the mind of the Governor-General not been imperi-
ously guided by his passion for “the system of general
defensive alliance betweern the British power, and the se-
veral states of Hindustan” he might have interposed,
with so much effect, in the character of an arbitrator, as
io establish a balance in the Mahratta empire; and &
balance, which it would have been easy for the British
government to keep perpetually trimmed, He might have
so ferminated the subsisting disputes, as to make the
power of Sindiah, of the Peshwa, Holkar, and the Raja of
Berar, nearly equal. In the contests which would of
course prevail among them, the British government, by
always showing itself disposed to succour the weakest
party, might have possessed a pretty complete gecurity
for maintaining the Mahvatta empive, if there was any use
in such a care, in the shape which it had thus been inten~
tionally made to assume. Not only did the power of the
British state enable it to interpose with a weight which
none of the parties would have been easily induced t0
resist ; but such was in fact the state and disposition ©
the parties, that they all appealed eagerly to the British
government, and most earnestly solicited its interferences
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)fm WAR CAUSED BY THE TREATY. I /
@0

Q. e nor-General, by rushing, with eyes fixed on BOOK VI,
hothing but the beauties of his “defensive system,” to omap. x1,
the conclusion of a treaty which gave to the British the -
government in fact of one member of the Mahratta state, 1808,
and threatened in a most alarming manner the independ-

ence of all the rest, sacrificed the high advantage of

acting as a mediator among the Mahratta princes, and

Created a confederacy which hardly any other combination

of eircumstances could have produced.

The Governor-(eneral ascribes to the treaty of Bassein
only one other advantage, of the importance of which it
Seems desirable that an estimate should be made; namely,
the destruction of the French influence in the Mahratta
State. In the first place, it was not the treaty of Bassein
by which that destruction was produced ; it was the war
With Sindiah; and a war with Sindiah, if it had been
Worth a war, would have produced it without the treaty
of Bassein. But, though what the treaty of Bassein did
ot produce was the destruction of the French influence,
What the treaty of Bassein did produce was the union of
Sindiah with the Raja of Berar, and the necessity, in order

accomplish that destruction, of vanquishing both of
S princes together, instead of one.

The Governor-General, as suited his argument, and

Probably at that time his state of mind, represents the
Anger from French influence as prodigiously great. Not
only does he affirm the power possessed by the French
Officers in the service of Sindiah, to have been highly
alarming to the British government ; but he holds it out
85 probable, that some of the contending parties in the
hratta state would have solicited the aid of the French
BOvernment, have received a French army from Europe,
ave prevailed over all its opponents, and so have estab-
1shed g grent Mahratta empire, supported and governed
¥ the French. Upon this theory of evil it will probably
ot be gxpected that I should bestow many words.

The influence of the French with Sindiak was at this
ime g far from great, thab it was complutcl‘y undermined,
ang tottering to its fall. So well aware of this was Per-
Yon, the officer at the head of the French party, that he

ad already intimated to the English an intention, which
© 8oon after fulfilled, of withdrawing himsolf from the
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W1. Mahratta service. Not only Sindiah, but all his ¢

had become jealous of the French to the highest degree.
It was known to the English, that he meditated, and had
already begun, o reduction of their power ;! the English
found, at the end of the war, that, instead of objecting to
the condition which they proposed to him, of excluding
the French from his service, he was eager to close with
it ; and there seems little room for doubt, that if the
treaty of Bassein had not been concluded, the Governor-
General might, if he chose, have made an arrangement
with Sindiah for discharging the French, without the
lamentable expense of war.? i

. But if the condition and influence of the French officers
‘had much more nsarly corresponded with the apprehen-
sions of the Governor-General, it is high time that a more
sober estimate of the danger, than hitherto they have
been accustomed to make, should be suggested to him
and to his countrymen. If the assertion were made, thab
it would not be in the power of the French officers ta
render Sindiah, or any native power, much more formidable
than it would be without them, it would not be easy to
refute that opinion. What renders the native sovereigns
weak, is less the badness of their military officers, tha
the badness of their governments; and, under such go-
vernments, no officers can be very iustrumental in the
creation of strength. If the commanding officer has nob
land assigned for the maintenance of his troops, he 18
always without resources: if he has land he becowes &
civil ruler; and the multiplicity and extreme difficul®y
of his civil functions leave little of his time for military
cares, Besides, he has then an interest in peace; bo
because his country yields most when he is most attentive
10 it, and becanse his troops aré more easily maintain
at home than in the field. In the next place, to form &
right judgment on this important subject, it is necessary
duly to consider how many powerful ocauses rust all be
united, all operate in conjunction, to produce an efficien®

and formidable army. Of these, some of the most %~

1 Col. Cullins’s Despateh, Tbid. p. 17, 18.

The Governor-General himself was of this opinion, when he first m::
C"“,:““‘ Colling to the camp of Sindiab, with an expectation that he wonld ™
?‘11 y dismiss the French officers, but accept the Englieh subsidlary forcei .

+ Bive wp hils military power entirely to the English.



ROM THE FRENCH EXAGGERATED.

capable of existing in the armies officered BOOK VL.

peans in the service of the native princes of omae. x1.

India, Allowing, what never would happen, that the

Physical requisites of an army were all provided, and 1808
bearing in mind that all the efficiency of these requisites
depends upon the sort of machine which the officers,
Considered as an organized body, compose, the reader will
easily perceive, that of the causes necessary to render
that machine a good one, some of the most important
Cannot, in the circumstances we are contemplating, ever
be found. To give to a body of men, that most peculiar,
that highly artificial, and, when contemplated by itself,
most extraordinary turn of mind, which is necessary to
Convert them into an organ of life, of unity, of order, of
action, and energy, to the animate and inanimate mate-
Tials of an army, requires the utmost force of the legal
and popular sanctions combined. But neither the legal
Lor the popular sanction can be made to operate with
any considerable force upon Frenchmen, in such a situa-
tion as that of officers in the army of an Indian Prince.
Vhat is there, in such a situation, to restrain the opera-
tion of private views, arising from the love of money, or
the love of power, from pique, from jealousy, from envy,
fom gloth, and the many thousand causes, which are
always producing opposition among men when they are
Dot under the operation of the strongest motives to resist
em? Under a European government, it is not the
Power of the General, which produces that unity of will
by which an army is animated. In general, his power
Would be fur from adequate to so extraordinary an effect.
e whole power of government, operating with unlimited
Command over the means both of reward and punishment ;
the whole fores of the popular sanction, holding forth the
tred and contempt, or the love and admiration, of ; those
Along whom he is to spend his days, as the portion of
évery man who conforms, or does not conform, to what
18 expected of men in his situation, are net only added
the authority of the General, buf, so difficnlt is the
eflect accounted, that, oven when all these forces, operat-
g together, produce it to any considerable degree, the
World thinks that it never can express sufficient admira-
00, never bestow a sufficient portion of applause, Which




HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. I

¥I of these great, and indispensable powers, had a1
. ence in the case of Perron, or any other officer, in a similat

case? Upon his officers, it is plain, the popular or moral
ganction had no means of operation. What cared they;
what should be thought of them by the people of Sindiah’s
court or kingdom, as soon as it was more agreeable for
them to be gone than to remain? What cared they for
his punishments, when they had it in their power to make
their escape from his dominions? A body of officers, in
such a situation, is a rope of sand. The General who
Jeads them is their slave; because he can retain their
service only by pleasing them : he can seldom please one
i set of them, without displeasing another: and he dares
not restrain their excesses ; which produce two deplorable
effects, the unavoidable loss of discipline, and the hatred,
wherever he advances, of the people whom he is unable
to protect. The chances, therefore, are innumerable,
against the event, that an army, officered as that of Sin-
dizh by Frenchmen, should ever become formidable to one
officered as that of the British in India.

Of this truth, the Governor-General himself appeals
to have been not altogether unapprized. The evidence is
exhibited in the instructions which he issued to the Coni-
mander-in-Chief, at the commencement of the war, for
holding out to the French officers inducements to abandon
the service of Sindiah ; and in the hopes which he enter
tained that those invitations would produce their effect.!
It is exhibited also in the declarations which he makes ©
the acquiescence with which, in several states of cireut®”
stances, ho would have beheld the continuance of the
French officers in the service of Sindiah. Thus, the &0
vernor-General, when he conceived suspicions that the
Poshywa, even subsequent to his flight from Poonah, WOt
refuse o execute his engagements for receiving the Eﬂgi;
lish mercenary force, declared that he would nob attemp
compulsion, nor risk a war with a combination of the
Mahratta powers, even for the mighty benefits © t.-,ha
treaty of Bassein? Again, when he despaired of inducing
Sindiah to accede to the terms of his defensive alliancé =
fssured him, that the English government would 8¢

1 3;‘.'.‘ papers of Instructions.  1bid. p. 156, &e.
# Pagpers on the Mahraita War, ut supra, p. 63



OVERNOR-GENERAL'S REPORTS.
‘pve with him the relations of amity and peace, BO
“hé did not resist the treaty of Bassein, orin- cuar. xr
g e rights of any British ally.! In other words, ———
the Peshwa not agreed to put his military power into 1803
- the hands of the English, the Governor-General would
h‘}"e quietly beheld the whole of the Mahratta states,
Sindiah’s Frenchmen and all, existing in their usual inde-
Pendence and turbulence, rather than incur the evils of
& war for the sake of producing a change ; and had Sindiah
N0t assumed an attitude which implied a determination
resist the treaty of Bassein, the Governor-General would
10t have made war upon him, in order to cffect the de-
Struction of his European force; a war which, nevertheless,
that destruction been essential to the security of the
State which he ruled, it would have been incumbent upon
im to make.?
As t0 the chance of the arrival of a French army from
Wope, a chance which the Governor-General represents
4 most formidable, how that was diminished by the
'eaty of Bassein, it is not easy to perceive. If anything
Was likely to induce Sindiah and the Raja of Berar to seek
Ussistance from an army of Frenchmen, of whom they
Were jealous only somewhat less than they were of the
English, it was the treaty of Bassein. If it bo said, that
@ reduction which was effected of the power of Sindiah
Would haye deprived a French army of the assistance to
Which jf, might otherwise have looked, it was the war, by

; GP\‘ernnr-Geneml's letter to Sindiah, Thid. p. 134, also 129, 4
h hen the Governor-General, it may bo further dhserved, tells Sindinh, that
2 had ngt the means of defending himself aguinst the miserable power of
Toliar, (Tbid, p. 181, 133,) he surely made o very small aeconnt of Pervon and
UIS battaljons, 1t has been given, in parliament, us the opivlon of two men,
Doy 2Dt to agree on disputable ground, of both Hastings and Fk‘_am'.ls, thaut
Eurtpean ofticers, and disciplined battalions, were to the native princes, espe-
y the Muhrattas, a source of weakness, not of strength, who, tlmu__t:ll
Tormdny, e Uy their irregular warfare, could not be &o in a pitched battle. See
STOTE of the debate, on the state of affairs in Iudia, Ath of April, 1805, Tt was
firmeq oy that occasion by Mr. Francis, that after the minutest investigation,
he Tound thiere were not more than twelve French officers in the whole
Mahrytyy service. And it is worthy of remark, that no specitic statement of the
Nl er, Iiulhimt.hm large general expressions, is given by the Indian govern-
n‘l(':n + Francis, moreover, atfirms, that of the force under the t‘.unuuuud_ of
lerron, the gr}:mr part were ordinary Mahratts troops; but a small portion
Offcnray by Enropeans, or disciplined in the Enropean manner.—M, ‘
Yery certain that Mr. Francis’s information was fucorrect. Forty
DBicers, British subjects, serving in. Perron’s brigades, left the service o tho
‘ifmuking out of the war, and were pensioned. ‘Lhere were a3 many more
Tetchmen and foreigners. Sketeh of Native Corps, 60,—W,
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EVE which this effect was produced, not the treaty of i
¢ This is another argument which proves that the treaty of

Bassein was good only as furnishing a pretext for the war
with Sindiah and Berar, y

Had Englishmen been capable of forming a sober esti-
mate of the circumstances of France, at that time in 2
“situation very little caleulated for sending an army to
India, the value attached to this contingency would nob
have been great. Neither would it be easy to show, that
her chances of success, had France conducted an army
to India, would not have been fully as great, at the close
of the Mahratta war, as before. A prospect of deliverance
from the English would probably have roused the whole

! Mahratta nation, then peculiarly exasperated, to have joined
the invaders. As for the loss of Sindiah's French officers,
it would have been easy to supply their place, and to
incorporate with the European battalions as many native
troops as their funds could maintain, In regard to pecu-
niary supply, Sindiah conld not be less capable of aiding
them after the war than before. He was totally incapable
ab both times.

The Governor-General not only made a very high esti-
mate of the advantages arising from the treaty of Bassein :
he had a contrivance for making & very low estimate of
the expense which it produced. It produced, indeed, &
war, which laid upon the Fast India Company a frightful
load of debt, But the contending armies of Sindiah and
Holkar could not, the Governor-General informs us, have
been kept in the field, without ravaging the territories of
the English and the Nizam ; and to stand protected against
this danger, armies must have been placed on the frontiers,
which would have cost nearly as, much as the war. This
is one of those vague assertions, whick, without much
regard to their foundation, are so often hazarded, when
they are required to serve a particular purpose, but which
answer thab purpose only so long as they are looked ab
with a distant and a careless eye. In the present case,
it may be safely affumed, that all the expense which &
plan of defence required would have been the merest trifle
1L comparison with the enormous expenditure of the war.
That much would have been requived for defence, is fully
contradicted by the Gavernor-General hiwself ; who con-



MATE BY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAT..

affitmed his belief, that the treaty of Bassein,
vérdlarming and odions to Sindiah and Holkar, would
et be unable to move them to hostilities, because they
knew their own weakness, and the dreadful consequences
of a war with the British power. If for the mighty
interests, placed at stake by the treaty of Bassein, it was
Jet improbable they would dare to provoke the British
Angev, it was next to a certainty, that they would be
careful not to provoke it for the sake of a little plunder.

To have placed the subsidiary force with the Nizam
Upon his frontier, and to have increased to the necessary
extent the troops stationed in Mysore, presented but little
demand for expenditure, beyond what the maintenance
of that portion of the army would have required in any
Other station. If some little expense must have attended

iese movements, 1t would be absurd to speak of it coolly
85 fit to be compared with the huge expenditure of the
Mahratta war.

We are now then prepared to exhibit, in a few words,
the statement of profit and loss by the treaty of Bassein.
hat was gained by it was, the dependence of the Peshwa,
*d nothing more : what was lost by it was, all that was
.5t by the Mahratta war. The loss by the Mahratta war
18 the excess of what it produced in evil above what it
Produced in good. Of the good and the evil which was
Produced by the Mahratta war, nothing can be spoken
With precision, till it is known what theyare. An account,

erefore, of the events, and of the results of the WA,
¥ill usefully precede the portion which remains of the

Wquiry into the nature and effects of the treaty of
ein.

To have fully expoted the fallacy and nnfairness of the assertions in the
text, it wﬂ“]d“:i,:;‘: 1,1:;;. necessary ‘:‘: have foillowed it almost phrase by phrase;
but this would have involved a prolixity equally tedious. In addition to what
U85 Dreceded, tharefore, it Wil be suficient o polut out a few of o leading
CXeMmplifications of want of candour or correctness, as fur as they can be ex-
Urnety, from a very discursive and prolonged series of cavils, In pmﬁ;asin;;_to
Qscuss the question of English inlerests, ‘naked' as the wrifer expresses it
YeSuted by the treaty of Bassein, he does little more than strain Lord Wel.
Sluy'y vigne phraseslogy to conclnsions to which it was not Inlcm'ie‘d to lead,

¢ Stipulations of the treaty of Bassein,” says Lord Wellesley, Lave henn

he e exclusively to maintain the general tranquillity of India, by preventing
*"_ Estruction of the Peshwa's power,” Therefore, avgues the author, Lord
Fellcaloy either mioor part for the whole, and identifled the Peshwa with
YLthe bowars of Tndia, or No concluded that the Peshwa's aid was 0 give the
G"‘Elisll the power of controlling or coercing all the rest. Now the Governgy-
Cliera'y object, althongh he does not always very guardedly express i1, is

3

BOOK VI
CHAP, XI-

1803,
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 clearly the annuncintion of a system, not of a particular case. A system o

neral defensive alliance between the British power and the several states of

indnstan, The policy und practicability of such a system may reguire inves=
tigation; but itis an unworthy occupation to squabble about words, and for &
loose phrase or two to fis upon Lord Wellesley the absurdity of confounding
the Peshwa with all the states of Hindustan,

The alliance with the Peshwa did not, it is urged, produce a general de-
fensive allisnce—it produced war; therefore a war was the good thing
realized for the British by the treaty of Bassein. Dut war, as has been ob-
served, was not the necessary, it was enly a contingent consequence of that
treaty, and one regarded as improbable. It was a contingency lou.}\'m‘ﬂl
risking for the establishment of a controlling anthority at Poonah, by whichon
accession of territory was obtained, means of enlarging our military resources
acquired, chance of annoyance from foreign foes obviated, and the dominions
of the Eritish and the Nizam placed in a position of improved security and
strength.  These were solid advantages, and that they were worth fighting for
was proved Dy the result, as they were not only preserved, but were largely
extended at the termination of the war, So far, therefore, it may be admitted
that the war was not a bad thing, but it was not the proposed nor the neces=
sary conseguence of the Treaty of Bassein. 'That in the war which ensned, it
was an advantage to have the amity instead of the enmity of the Peshwa, no
one but our anthor could seriously have questioned. That the Mahratta con
federacy, concentrated under one powerful head, wonld have been a dul1§,'clj*l?il‘-‘
neighbour, is undeniable, although we may admit there was litile probabi I‘Y
of any such consolidation, And the benefits expected from the pacific nicdlﬂ'
tion of the British power, between the Mahratta states, are controverted iy
fuct and Tikelihood. What had been the result of a pacific mediation between
the Mahrattas and the Nizam ? The almust extermination of the latter. Mf
interposition but that of force conld Liave been of the slightest eficacy. It “”‘%f
reasonably be doubted if the British Government, by always showing itse
disposed to succonr the weakest party, would have been less mixed up with
Mahratta politics, would have incurred less trouble and cost, would less
assuredly have engrossed the whole military control of the country, than by
the Governor-General'ssystem of subsidiary alliances. i

The apprehension expressed by the Governor-General of the French in the
Maliratta service, may have been exaggerated, but the hostilitics that followed
showed that the danger, althongh not such as to have antliorized a war, ©
which the sole vbject should bave been ts remaval, was not imaginary. Tgm
force under General Perron was numerons and well organized, and ofher dis=
ciplined brigades, even without their European officers, were far from beini
insignificant oppone: t8 in more than one engagement, Whatever may have
been the probability of succours from Europe, it was infinitely diminislied DY
the Treaty of Dassein, which placed the maritime provinces of the Feshwi
and the subordinate chiefs who were faithful to him, under British military
control. That aggressions against the territories of the Company and
Kizam wonld have occurred, is exezedingly probable, and the means of guare=
ing against them might have been less simple than the text supposes; at any’
rate, it was a contingency against which it was incumbent effectually fu pro=
vide, and this provision involved 2 certain expenditure, as well as a precariois
stale of relations to which it could not be expected that any government ©
churacter would long sabmit. o

In conclusion, it is eaid, that nothing was l?mmd by the treaty of B“’qst
but the dependence of the Peshwa, and all that was Jost by the war was [1 5
by the treaty. It will be seen, that very great advantages were gained by t1:e
war : the inimediate gain was also much more than the dependence of lo
Peshwa. An advance was made in the extension of the Britizh ]‘»O“"v‘rl“n_
only of immense magnitude in itself, but fertile in consequences the most f“n
mentons to our dominions in India.  As these resuits were not fully fureﬂ‘?m!
they form no part of the merit of those by whom the ground was prepared ol
thes, but they establish a balance of advantage which is fairly to be ARCE
into secount in estimating the consequences of the Mahrattawar., We ﬂ;m
reply confldently, then, to the two questions of our author,— first, that i
treatyof Bassein did not ercate the necessity although it involved the wl!
"_"#““CY of war ;- and, secondly, that the advantages rvealized by the tred
were not ouly of sufficient value to render the contingency worth hazarding




R WITH THE MAHRATTAS.

| J“ § ot have been declined upon the plea of such & contingeney, in BOOK V1.
i hononr,
|. - The prospect of the war with Sindish and the Raja of Berar, was contem- CHAF, XI.
Plated with uneasiness by the authorities in England; end pending instruc-
. Hong from the Select Committee, Lord Castlereagh addressed 1o the Marquis 1503
Woliesley the views which he had been led to entertain, in the form of distinct o
| 3. Although much that is remarked in these notes is just, yet the con-
- tinsion is the recommendation of a line of policy which would have led to the
. Mme consequences, It was proposed to modify, not to annul the treaty of
gﬂnein; to retain the lands assigned for the snbsidiary foree, and to hold that
l‘?e always disposable for the service of the Peshwa, althongh not stationed
his d e
I

hin his ini and its employ being ed as much as
Dossibio by the Resident. The object of this modifieation was to avoid the
ﬂll}i.mce ol interfering with the Mahratta confederacy, but the appearance
B ified little, as long as the interference was real, and the snbservience of a
Titish foree to the will of the Peshwa was not likely to be an inoperative in-
Hrument in s hands.  The other Mahratta chiefs would have had as little
S0n to be satisfied with this plan as with that actually adopted, the modifi-
$ation of yehich was prevented by the occarrence of hostilities.
d rd Castlereagh's observations were referred by Lord Wellesley to
"Tl!rcm persons of eminence in India for their opinion, and his printed des-
Patelios eontain the remarks of Major General Wellesley upon the d
#Wﬂlhlg to General Wellesley's notions, the poliey of a connexion with the
Ulirattys, did not arise from the connexion subsisting previously ty the con-
ANest of Mvsore, between the Company, the Mahrattas, and the Nizam, by the
,Iﬂty eoncluded in 1790 at Poonah; but subsequently to the conguest of
i , it ariginated, 1st, in the ity of preserving the state of the Nizam
i}iuﬁewuﬁmcn; 2ndly, in the unjust claims of the Maheatta nation on the
a3 Srdly, in the certainty that those claims would be asserted in arms,
1 that tie Nigam must submit, nnless he should protect himsell by raising
a4t Ariny, to be officered by European adventurers, particnlarly Frenchmen ;
lily, tha necessity of preventing the Nizam from entertaining those adven-
h Ters, and of affording him protection at least to equal that which he wonld
‘,? € procured for himself, by these means, even at the risk of a war with the
nr'“ & Mahpatta nation. There can be little reasonable doubt that the seeurity
thel & Nizam, by the protection given him by the British, was looked upon by
Mihrattas as snatching from their grasp a certain victim, and that sooner
Yeng b tiey would attempt to vindicate their pretensions by arms, ‘The pro-
%j’g'"ﬂ of this particular event, was, according to General Wellesley the main
alj €L of the views of the Governor-General in proposing a general defensive
of ¢ 1¢e, and in the difficulties attending & general alliance. he sought for that
G, he Peghywy gs dividing and diminishing the Mahratta strength. Another of
wh?"_“ Wellesley's arguments in favour of the treaty is, that at the period
Beag ¢ Was formed, all the Mahratta forces, Sindiah and Holkar iucluded, re-
-2

OF lgpy,

dly urged the Governior-General to settle the Peshwa's affuirs; and what-
8P miy have been the insincerity of the two piincipal parties, it was proved,
0 U:ealserity with which many of the chiefsof the Deccan Joined the English,
aithey wore well plensed to see them afford succour to the P'eshwa, * The

h tthern chiefs, who are the principal support of the government of Pounuh,
i 10t submitted to Holkar, they were in arms waiting for the urrival of the
i "’D troups, and they joined the army when _!I. arrived in their neighbour-
8t . The stipulations of the treaty of Bassein, therefore, were n_ot_in Oppo-
5':?1 10 the sentiments professed or enfertained by the majority of the
e tta chiefs, OF the general policy of such allisnces General Wellesley
Miayy, 58, that in the actual state of politics among Asiatic powers, o perma-
Sty Y5tem could be adopted which would preserve the weak against the
“\dl %, and would keep all for any length of time in their relative situations,
tig the whole in peace, excepting there should be one pawer which either by
“DomgqPeriority of its strength, its military systein, ov Iis resoutose; shonltd pro-
CopyYate and he able to protect all. That preponderating puwer was the
g A0 and flie exercise of ifs anthority in defending the weak against the
a1} ISI0T of the strong, in preventing all unjust wars, r'rr_lhlblﬂn‘g. in fact,
qﬁm Within Trdia, was b magnaninmous nd wise policy, which, ;II'I.'.augh not
Driged fito gperation without vesistance, and nob wholly effected upou the
“ibles wiiifoh infigenced Marquis Wellesley, has mitimately succecded,
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~ Some of the more powerful of the aggressors have, in defence of nt 4|
ecommit aggression, provoked the British power to inflict upon them |:o1iﬁ;§
extermination, but the greater number of the weaker princes have Lieen l‘e.!tlﬂ-"'d w
from the most grievous and intolerable oppression, the people have been P!"'s
tected from plunder and d ion, and the g 1 condition of ludia b8!
. been changed (rom a scene of perpetual wariare {o & state of universal & -
quillity. Wellesley Desparches, vol v. * Letter from Lord Castlereagh, Prest
dent of the Board of Comtrol, with paper of observations, 4th March, 180
p. 302, 3Nnjur General Wellesley's observations on the preceding doeW
ment, p. 318,

|
CHAPTER XIIL, !
Objects to. which the Operations of the Army in the North ‘
were to be directed. — Objects to which the Operations of 1
the Ariny in the South were to be directed.— Minor OF
Jeets of the War.— General Lake takes the field. — Hi%
tory of the French Force in the Service of Sindiah, a1
of is Possessions in the Doab.— History of the Emperd”
Shek Avdum continved. — Battle of Allyghur, and Cap !
ture of the Fort.— Baltle of Delli, and Surrender
the Emperor to the English.— Agra iaken. — Battle. "f|
Laswaree.— French Force in the Service of Ss'mi"“b;
destroyed, and his Dominions in the Doub trrm.gferred o
the English.— Operations of the Army under Gene’s
Wellesley in the South.— Ahmednuggur taken, — DAl |
of Assye.— Boorhanpore und Asseerghur taken.— S
dial makes an Overture towards Peace. — Baltle o
Argaum, — Siege and Capture of the Fort of G’B'?'I'
ghar.— Operations in Bundeleund, — In Cuttack. — I
Guzerat. — Negotiation with the Raja of Berar, — 218
concluded. — Negotiation with Sindiah. — Trealy aa
cluded, — Engagements with the minor Princes near’
Junmna.— Sindiah enters into the defensive Alliancd
Governor-General’s Account of the Benefit derived J1°
the defensive Alliances, and the Mahratia I‘VM-""I )
westigation of that Account, |

FOR the wan, as soon a8 it should begin, the Govﬁfﬂo::{

General had prepared a most extensive schem® ¢
operations. To Gieneral Lake, the Commanderin-CP%)
at that time present with the army on the upper fw?f" ind
instructions had been sent on the 28th of June; poiP¥
out, not only the necessity of placing the army unde®
command, with the utmost expedition, in a state




OBJECTS OF THE WAR.

=t for”the field, but also, though briefly, and in the BOO i
-of n the objects to the attainment of which the CHAP, XII.
Perations of that army would immediately be directed.

On the subsequent exertions of the Commander-in-Chief, 1800,
make ready for action, the Governor-General bestows
‘hqualified praise. By the indefatigable activity,” says

18, “zeal, ability, and energy of General Lake (whose per-

. Sonal exertions have surpassed all former example, and

~ 1ave been the main source of the success of the war in
t!iat quarter) the army of Bengal, on the north-west fron-

| 1er of Qude, was placed, towards the close of the month
of July, in o state of preparation and equipment favour-
able to the immediate attack of M. Perron's force, as soon
88 authentic advices should be received of the commence-
ent of hostilities in the Decoan’t

In this part of the extensive field, which the plan of *
of the Governor-General embraced, he gave notice of two
Military and two political, objects. The first of the mili-
tary Objects was to conquer the whole of that portion of

‘Udiah’s dominions which lay between the Ganges and
€ Jumna ; destroying completely the French force by
Which that district was protected ; extending the Com-
P20y’s frontier to the Jumna ; and including the cities of

L and Agra, with a chain of posts, sufficient for pro-

g the navigation of the river, on the right bank of

2 Jumna. The second of the military objects was of

R';‘Jf)r importance ; the annexation of Bundeleund to the

tbish dominions,

th he political objects were also two. The first, to use

. language of the Governor-General, was, “the posses-
10/0f tha norainal authority of the Mogul ;» that is to

o ¥ "jha Possession of his person, and thereafter the use

15 Iiame, to any purpose to which the use Of that

cis 26 might be found advantageous. Together with the

by of Delhi, the person of the Mogul had for a series of
e‘“‘{! been subject to Sindiah ; more immediately, at that

})a'mﬁlﬂar moment, to Perron, &s the vicegerent of Sindiah

l:) at part of his kingdom. The scquisition of the

Ry LY Would, of course, place the Mogul, too, in British

8. T gecond of the Governor-General's politi-
{ Ohjects wag, an extension of his general scheme of

¥ ¥ Letters, ut sopra, p. 154, 234,
OL vy, 7

tecti
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_ alliance. He desired that the whole of the petty states

o xF. 311 the southward and westward of the Jumna, from Jyneghur

1803,

to Bundelcund, should be united in “an efficient system
of alliance” with the British government.!

Such were the ends to be pursued in the north ; for the'
accomplishment of which the Commander-in-Chief was
vested with the same sort of powers, which had alrendy
been conveyed to General Wellesley, for the more secut®
attainment of those which were aimed at in the gonth
General Wellesley was expected, with the force under his
command, to defeat the confederate army of Sindiah and
the Raja of Berar ; to protect from all danger, in that

 direction, the dominions of the Company and their allies
and to establish, in their subsidizing form, the goverf
ments of the Nizam, the Peshwa, and Gaekwar.

The province of Cuttack separated the Company’s do-
minions in Bengal, from the Northern Circars, By the
conquest of this district, the territory of the English
nation in the northern part of India would be united, o2
the eastern const, with that in the south, and would e
tend in one unbroken line from the mountains on the
frontier of Tibet to Cape Comorin ; the Mahrattas on that
side of India would be deprived of all connexion with the
sea, and hence with the transmarine enemies of the Anglo
Indian government ; a communication not liable to the
interruption of the monsoons would be formed betwee®
Caloutta snd Madras; and an additional portion of the
Bengal frontier would be delivered from the chance ©
Mahratta incursions. The province of Cubtack belol.lgf’d
to the Raja of Berar. Preparations were made for i
vading it about the time at which the operations of the
principal armies should commence.?

Sindiah possessed the port of Baroach, and a contigud™

! Governor-General’s Letter o the Commander-in-chief, dated 2708 &
July, 1803, Tnic. . 156. ] ; o

Whatever differ¢nee 6f opinion may prevail as to the imerits of the fore
quess Wellesley's public correspondence relative to Mahratta politics wh&d
the war, it is impossible to withhold admiration from it after. the wan e
Dbécome inevifuble. It is a remarkable exhibition of activity and comPrey
siveness of mind. All the great objects both of a political and miligury Py
are 1lul_ntml out with a most perfect knowledge of the sitiation and ¢ 1atio
stanees of the different native chicfs, and with a distinct and full enUICT Fha
'l"f the purposes most advantageons to Lyilish intevests, At the same be
s nidst Hiberal in his confidence as to the means by which tha ofijects 8% I’“’h‘

;f;‘;:f‘_t:‘"r"“ﬂ nioss prodigal in bis gratitude for their snccessful aco



SINDIAR'S FORCE.

General Lake took the field with an army of 10,500
congisting of about two hundved European artillery,
tee regiments of Huropean, and five of native cavalry,
ke regiment of European, and eleven battalions of native
Wfantry. Beside this force, aboub. 3,500 men were as-
Smbled near Allahabad for the invasion of Bundeleund ;
and about 2000 were collected at Mirzapoor, to cover
ta.hm'ea, and guard the passes of the adjoining moun-
ing,

The army of Sindiah, to which General Lake was to be
“Dposed, was under the command of & Frenchman, named
Pﬂn‘on, and stated by the Governor-General, on grounds
9% conrse g little uncertain, to. have consisted of 16,000 or

7,000 infantry, formed and disciplined on the European
; with a large body of irregular infantry, from fifteen

to twenty thousand horse, and a train of artillery, which
¢ Governor-General describes, as both numerous and

1l appointed.!
th:IIU understand the nature of the power of Sindiah, in

18 quarter of Indin, & short history is required, not only

e peculiar composition: of his army, but also of the
“Titorial acquisitions which he there retained. Deboigne,
th"ugh not the first Frenchman who was admitted into
W % army of Sindiah, was the first who obtained any con-

Erable degree of power. Born a Savoyard, of parents
l.e”'lk’!c!ta.‘ole, though poor; after . «ving served some time

k:t;vmﬂ Governor-General's Notes relative to the late transactions in the
%““‘m empire. Ibid. p. 285, It is instructive to observa the prevalence of
& ration : Col, Colling, in his letter from Sindinh's camp, dated 7th of
r,';}_? Inng, sys, *¢ Since my arvival at this court, T I_\nv.e obtained mnore acco-
il In.'ur.nminu of the state of the regular infantry in the service of Dowlut
(T Sffl'ltlinh than 1 heretofore possessed. 1 believe your Lordship may rely on
%:?;;"“lncss of the following statement, General Porron commands four
The. of uative infantry, each consisting of ten battalions of sepoys.
tw‘“m&mcnt of & battalion is 716 firelocks, and every corps is commanded
inr“':“ Or three European officers.,” Ibid p. 17, By this statement, Perron’s
Gy, 10 amounted o 98,640, more than one-half bevond i estitiate of the
v‘ﬁ:"”hb‘(-uem:, which vet we may suppose boyond the mark,—M,
Wi, Buthor of the account of the Corpa in the Service of Native Princes
g 70 that Perrgn commanded uf the breaking out of the war, forty battalions
lle,“ Men encly, with a train of 140 pieees of canuon, and 5000 cavalry. Go-
"‘lhhne Bojgné’s own statement to Colonal Franeklin was, that the foree
Plogey ha raiseq was of three brigades, ampunting ;24,000 meu, with 130
Of canmgn, Life of Shiah Alem, 103.—W.

coast of Guzerat. The government of BOO

1808,
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.in the army of his own prince, he entered the more

splendid service of France, in quality of an ensign in the
Irish brigades! In the vicissitudes of his early life, W€
must content ourselves with effects ; the causes very fre-
quently remain unknown. We find him, next, an ensig?
in a Russian army, serving against the Turks. He was
here taken prisoner ; carried to Constantinople ; and sold
as a slave. After the war, being redeemed by his parents
he repaired to St. Petersburg, found means to recommend
himself, and was made a lieutenant. He was detached t0

- gome Russian post on the Turkish frontier, and had som®

fortune to command the escort which attended Lord Percy
in & progress among the Grecian Islands. In consequenceé
of the impression which he must have made upon that
nobleman, Lord Percy furnished him with two letters o
recorumendation, one to Mr. Hastings, Governor of Ben=
gal, and another to Lord Macartney, Governor of Madras
to whose acquaintance, it is said, he had already been ad-
mitted, during the residence of that nobleman as British
ambassador at St. Petersburg. It is surmised, that he
obtained the consent of the Kmpress to make a voyage 10
Indis, from which he was to return by way of Cashmere
Tartary, and the borders of the Caspian Sea. Be that 88
it may, he arrived at Madras in the year 1780, and engaged
as an ensign in the service of the Nabob of Arcot, IP
1782 he repaired to Calcutta, where the letter of Lord
Perc): procurv{l him & favourable reception from M
Hastings. Withont disclosing his connexion with the
Russian government, he described to that Governor the
journey by Cashmere, and the shores of the Caspian, 8
the object which he now had in view; and was furnishe
by him with a recommendation to the Nawab of Oudé
and the British Resident at Lucknow. It is said, that he
was accommodated by the Nawab with a bill of exchang®
on Cashmere for 6000 rupees, with which, instead of pro
secuting his journey, he purchased arms and horses, 871
entered info the service of the Raja of Jeypoor; the
upon intelligence of this proceeding he was ordered dow®
1 f e f1av®
B GBIt 15 trids o S o A, earat e v oy eSO
which §s enough for the present purpose, an ldea, corvect as to the ¢lass

men to which they belonged, ruther than, in every minute particular, 83
the individuals whio are numed, d £ ¥ :
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By g
ow by Mr. Hastings, whora he thought it his ook vi,

llftel'est to obey ; that he found the means of exculpating gmap, xi1,
tmself in the mind of that ruler, and was permitted to
Yeturn to Lucknow ; that he now engaged in trade, which 1803,
S prosecuted with success; that he came to Agra, in
1_734, at which time the Rana of Gohud was closely be-
Sleged by Madajee Sindieh ; that he suggested to the Rana
2 plan for raising the siege, but Sindish intercepted his
‘“Orrespondence, and, impressed with the proof of military
ents which it displayed, consulted Mr. Anderson, the
titish Resident, on the propriety of taking him into his
Service ; that Mr, Anderson, to whom he had letters of
Tecommendation, sent for him, introduced him to Sindiah,
and procured him the command of two battalions, to be
.Uiseiplined in the European style. The terror which Sin-
| diah found to march before the grape and bayonets of
- Yeboigne’s battalions, and the effects which they pro-
duced in the battles of Lallsort, Chacksana, and Agra,
| ¥om 1784 to 1789, made him eager to increase their numn-
T to eight, then to sixteen, and afterwards, it is said, to
bwenty battalions, at which amount they remained. A
aftalion complete, consisted of 500 muskets, and 200
gl’:lmerﬁ, with four field-pieces and one howitzer. The
Wilitary talents of Deboigne, and the efficiency of his
*oops, were the grand instrument which facilitated, or
Wher produced, the victories, and enlarged the domi-
Wong of Sindiah, in the region of the Jumna. In 1792,
§ Ith eight battalions, he fought the desperate battle of
irta against a great army of Rattores, a warlike tribe of
Apoots, In the sams year, and with the same force, he
de_fwted, after an obstinate conflict at Patun, the for-
nidable army of Ismael Beg. In 1792, he defeated the
Ay of Tuckojee Holkar, containing four battalions dis-
Q“Dlil‘ll‘.d, and commanded by a Frenchman; and at lasg
Made Sindiah, without dispute, the most powerful of the
8tive princes in India, Deboigne was a man above six
eet high, with giant bones, large features, and piercing
EYes s he was active. and laborious to an astonishing de-
&6 5 understood I;l'ofouudly the art of bending to his
Purpogoeg the minds of men ; and was popular (because
0en felt the benefit of his equitable and vigilant ad-
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{ ministration), though stained with three unpopu

e, x12. jealousy, avarice, and envy.!

18083,

Perron came into India as a petty officer of a shipy
either with Suffrein, or about the time of Suffrein’s aI*
rival. Having travelled into the upper provinces,
first received employment in the army of the Rana
Gohud, where he served under the immediate com™
mand of an Englishman, After the destruction
the Rana, he joined, in quality of quarter-master-ser®
jeant, a corps commanded by a Frenchman in the
service of Sindiah, Though he soon raised himself to &
higher command, his corps was reduced, upon the retur?
of the army into cantonments ; and he was even unsuc
cessful in an application for employment in the army
the Begum Sumroo. When the brigade of Deboigh®
began to be formed, the prospects of Perron revived. *
received the command of the Boorhanpore battalion ; and
had an opportunity of distinguishing himself in the batf{"
of Patun. He commanded the detachment of Deboig‘nﬂ‘
army which besieged Ismael Beg in Canoor : and it was "
him that Ismael Beg surrendered. To the honour of the
European education, Deboigne and Perron resolutely pr&
tected their prisoner from the death which Sindiah, wh’
had snffered from his prowess, thirsted to inflict upe”
him: and he remained in the fort of Agra, with a 0%
siderable allowanee for his subsistence, When the cof
Pf Deboigne became sufficiently numerous to be divide
into two brigades, he gave the command of the first
M. Fri_mant, and that of the second to M. Perron, Wi
fwcordmgly, upon the desth of M. Frimont, became gecol
in command. When the ambition of Sindiah to establ
a control oyer the Peshwa carried him to Poonah, it W
the brigade of Perron which attended him thither, a :
formed the principal part of his force. Perron, thus abo?
the person of Dowlut Rao from the moment of his
cession, and one of the main instruments of his po¥e:
easily succeeded to the whole authority of Deboigne, whe

| This aceount, which savours of exaggeralion, is derived from an hf:gi'lﬁ
gentleman, who served at the same time with Deboigne as an officer in Sin
mrmy. See Asiat. An. Register for 1805, Characters, p. 22.—2L (ne

1t was written by Major L, F. Smith, and is aided to his Sketeh "!ﬁﬂ'-
Iristory of the Disciplined Regiments in the Service of Native Princesy
Ppitblished io Calcutia—reprinted in London, 1805.—W.




OF THE FRENCH GENERALS.

479 commander withdrew with his fortune to BOOK VL.
'Eump'e. i CHAP, XIL
M. Deboigne had received a large tract of country, in =————
the region of the Jumna, in assignment for the main- 1803
tenance of his troops. Not only the terfitory as well as
the army which had devolved upon Perron required his
Pregence upon the departure of Deboigne ; but the pre-
Sumption of the Governors both' of Delhi and of Agra,
had so much increased by the long absence of Sindiah in
the south, that it seemed to be high time to réduce them
to obedience. In the month of October, 1798, Perron sent
two battalions, commanded by Colonel Sutherland, one of
the Englishmen who helped to officer Sindiah’s regular
brigades, with an expectation that the Kelledar would
deliver up the fort ; but disappointed in that hope, lie sent
three battalions more, and the place was invested. Though,
from o humane regard to the aged Mogul and his family,
Who were kept as a sort of prisoners in the fort, much
Cantion was used in firing at the place, it was ready for
assault in nineteen days, whon the Kelledar capitulated
and surrendered.? :
This was the occasion, on which, for the first time, the
Custody of the Emperor was placed in the hands of a
renchman, He had now, during ten years, been subject
to the power of Sindiah, under which he had fallen by the
following means.
In 1782, when Mr. Hastings so eagerly made peace with
the Mahratta powers, their dominions were bounded; on
the nopth, by that great ohain of mountains, which extends
4 direction nearly east and west, from Cuttack in the
¥ of Bengal to Ajmere, and forms a great boundary be-
Ween the southern and the northem portions of the
ndian  continent. This physical barrier against the
angers to whioh the English dominions in the north of
tdia were exposed, from the viciniby of the Mahrattas,
Was not ull. On the western half of this chain of moun-
ing, on its northern side, and immediately bordering
pon the Company’s frontier, or that of their dependant,

1 These o 4 by the well-informed editor of the earliest
Yoltimag nﬁ;ﬁ“ﬁf{nﬁiﬁe(myml. ifi. Charag. p. 39), are confirmed by
Mo histary In all the lending and material points.

Cl\mun lotters from an officer in Perron's army. Asiat. An. Register, vol. i.
P00,
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1. defence, a number of small independent states, all jealous
——— of the Mahrattas, and all dreading any extension of thel®

1803.  power. The whole of that wide expanse of country, which
extends from near.Allahabad on the east to the river
Sutledge on the west; bounded on the south by the
mountainous ridge just mentioned ; on the north, as far a8
Shekoab, by the Jumna ; thence by a line passing neat
Secundra to the Ganges, and by the CGanges to Hurdwat'j
was, by the policy of Mr. Hastings, left open to the ambis
tion of the Mahrattas, This country contained, among
othen principalities, the territory of Bundelound and
Narwar ; that of Gohud, including Gwalior and Bind ; and
the great provinces of Agra and Delhi, including the Jaab
country, and nearly one half of the Doab, subject chieflf
to the Emperor Shah Aulum, and a few other Moham*
medan chiefs. Sindiah was the Mahratta prince, whs
from the vicinity of his territories, and from his powels
was best situated for availing himself of the offered advan”
tage; and he did not allow the opportunity to escape
Another Mahratta chieftain, indeed, found means to geb #
partial possession of Bundeleund, while Sindiah was ef
grossed with the business of other acquisitions ; but
the rest of that extensive country was wholly appmpriaﬁed
by the latter chieftain.! A

Sindiah had already made great progress in subduiné
this region, when, with Ismael Beg, he approached Delld
in 1788. Gholam Kadur, a son of Zabita Khan; whos
having from some cause of displeasure been banished frot*
the presence of his father, had received an asylum fro®

1 See Renmel,  Asiatic An. for 1804, Miscel, Tracts, p. 77: Hamiifnn':ig";
Ind. Gazettéer, The policy of letting him take possession of this countey
this represented by Lord Wellesley : ® The territories of Sindinh hetween
Jumna and the Ganges, interrupt the line of our defence in that quarter : 805
some of his principal posts are introduced Into the centre of our duminiﬂ“‘.’,}
while the possession of Agra, Delhi, and of ths western and southern banks ‘u
the Jumna, enables Lim to ¢ 1 nearly the whole line of the wester
frontier, In the eventof any considerable accession to Sindiah's power, 07
the event of his forming any connnexion with. France, or with any encmy, 1=
the British interests — the setual position of his territories and forces in Hin®
dostan would furnish great advantages to him, in any attack upon the e
pany’s dominions.”  Governor-General's Instructions to the Commander= a8

' Chief, dated 27th July, 1808, Ibid. p.156. As the Governor-General W
making out a case, allowance is to be made for exaggeration.—M. 1

There is no exaggeration in the Governor-General's assertion, that the e
tion of Sindiah was fuvourabile to an aftuck upon the British provinces in VF
India, including tiose recently ceded by the Nawab Vizir—W,
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OUNT OF SINDIAH'S DOMINIONS.

Aulum, and growing into his favour, had been created BOOK VI,

by him Ameer ul Omrah ; enjoyed at that time the prin- cHA. xi.

Cipal power at Delhi. The Emperor appears to have been
esirous of emancipating himself from the dominion of
Gholam Kadur, a man of a haughty and ferocious cha-
Yacter; and informed him that, having no money to
Carry on the contest, he regarded resistance as vain.
Gholam Kadur himself undertook for resources ; only
sisting, that, as “the presence of the ronarch was half
the battle,” the Emperor should head the army in the
"eld; and to this the Emperor assenting, commissioned
olam Kadur to make the requisite preparations for
War. Next day, it is said, a letter from the Emperor to
Sindiah was intercepted, in which the Emperor exhorted
Sindiah to use the greatest possible despatch, for the pur-
Pose of destroying Gholam Kadur; “for Gholam“Kadur,”
‘881d he, «desires me to act contrary to my wishes, and
Oppose you” Upon this discovery, Gholam Kadur, burn-
g for yevenge, ordered an attack upon the fort, in which
?hah Aulum resided ; carried it in a few days; flew to
he apartment of the monarch, whom he freated with
€Very species of indignity ; and then put out his eyes.
) ter plundering the Emperor and his family, and sparing
‘ﬁ €xpedient, however degrading, to strip the females of
Bt tl:_u.-lr valuable ornaments, he fled upon the approach of
vllld:a.h; who thus became master of the legitimate so-
Oe“"gn of India, and of all the territories which yet
Woed his sway.!
1 =
OF this, as of other parts of the Mahratts listory in which the English
1..;“-} Ut dmmediately coneerned, when our knowledge is sufficiently certain
il the points of any material importance; we must, for the minute partl-
Ars, be satisfied to know that they cannot be very remote from the truth.—
'ht Telaining liistory of Gholam Kadur is short. He took refuge in Agrs,
dark L Sindiah besieged. Seeing resistance hopeless, Le took advantage of o
th, lght, stumfed s saddle with the jewels which he had plundered from
l,verﬁilmly of the Emperor, and with a fow followers took his dight towards
his S, On the second night, having fallen from his horse, he gavo thoe to
Wit PUTHICTS 10 como up, and male him prisoner. Sindiah, after exposing him
Ches 2O time, first in irons, next in a cage, ordered him o be deprived of his
‘oo Jose, hunds, feet, and eyes; in which deplorable condition he was lefi
the .mm‘ 16 party who porsued him was by o Fre of
firgy e of Tostoneanx, It was inder lim that Perron is sald to huve been
lt:lljemr"u“?’-l into the service of Sindiah, when he served as a quarter-master-
!aimt' _Latoneanx is said to have got possession of the saddle, which
Knooun Kadyr jg supposed to have stuffed with diamends. This at least 18
it lie soun after couteived to slip away, and returned to Europe,
8 breaking up after his desertion, Yerron was in danger uf losing em,

1808.
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syl  Though the Emperor was allowed by Sindiah :
wgbx, in the fort of Delhi, with the nominal authority over the
==——— city, and a small district around, he was held in a state
1803. poverty, in which not only the decencies, but almost the
necessaries of life were denied to him and his family.
Kelledar or Governor was placed in the fort, by whom he
was guarded as a prisoner. And Sindiah at times had
made him set forth his claim, not only to the tributé
which the English had covenanted to pay to him for
Bengal, which they had so early found a pretext for nob |
paying, and which now, with its interest, amounted to &
great sum ; but to the wide extended sovereignty which
had ceased to be his, only by successfal usurpation
rebellion. |
As there is no reason to believe that Perron behaved |
not to Shah Aulum with all the humanity and delicac): |
practicable in the circumstances of Perron, so there 1®
reason to believe that the condition of the unhapPy
monarch was ameliorated after he became subject to tha%
Huropean officer. M. Porron is represented, by all thos®
from whom we receive any accounts of him, except the
English rulers, as not only a man of talents, but a man
humanity and mederation.! ;

et |

|
i
:

%lcoyment. till Sindiah's general gave him a battalion of his own, Asiat. A%
r. for 1804, Chiron, p. 63.—Also for 1801, Charae. p. 39.—M, 3
The first of those accounts i avery loose and huaccurate statements ‘ﬂii‘ .
Mabirattas had been in possession of Delhi before Gholam Kadur's last admi |
nistration ; be had recovered it by surprise, but conscions of his inability 10
resist the advance of Sindish's general, Rana Khan, resolved to plunder ‘-‘hf
palace and retire. - Shah Alem's tnability to comply with the Rohillas® mq““;‘
tions of treasure, was resented by the most brutal freatment and the o2 alt
?\‘j! B}'E!-w The rufflan fled to Meerut; not to Agra. See Francklin's sh
em.—W.
! The English officer, from whose letters, in the Asiat. An. Reg. ""!':;
‘Chran. p. 50, we have the account of the surrendeér of Delhi to Perron's 1‘",
talions, says, * The General from that amiable humanity, which is a o
tralt In his character, endeavoured to avuid recourse to hostile m::ssu“’-"da... |
Tegard to the old king, the mumerous princes, and prinvesses, who are
tiined in the fort: and even when the sicge was Inid, it was with full pe .
Slan of the king, and every measure adopied to obviats any possible iRty o)
the old monarch and the roysl family. Thotghthe trooys in the fort, amol ral
Ing 1o 600, were debarred from all exterior supplics of provision, yet h"“;l.[r
Perron urdered that the roysl persons shouid be amply supplied, aud £
Provisions pass unmolested.” The author of a very intelligent letter {‘} tho
Dudle, November, 1799, an the military state of the north-west part "’Wx.
¢ iy’s_frontier, published In the Asiat. An, Register for 1804, 3
T¥actd, p. 77) says * General Perron, & French officer of great experienc® Jub
Sousiminate abilities, both as & statesman and soldier, represents




Bovernment of his new acquisitions, in the region of the
’J“mna, fell aimost entirely into the hands of Perron, who
Was present with an army, and had a large portion of it in
ASsignment for the maintenance of his troops. We have
- 228 testimony of a most unexceptionable witness, Colonel
| Cullins, both that he made a wige and excellent use of his
| Power; and that the success of his administration had
|

Created incurable jealousy and hatred in the breast both

' Of Sindial’s nobles, and of Sindiah himself, “I Lave it,”
Says that Resident, in his letter dated 30th of March,
1802, “from good authority, that the Sirdars of this
tourt have frequently remonstrated with the Maharaja,
On the subject of the extensive authority vested in
enheral Perron ; and I have also been told in confidence,

&, whenever the disturbances in this quarter are com-
Posed, 5o far s to admit of Sindiah’s repairing to Agra, it
13 the intention of the Maharaja to deprive the General of
€ command of those {fortresses which he now possesses
in Hindustan, Nor do & doubt the truth of this informa-
tion ; when I reflect on the general disposition of the Mah-
i{"ttaﬁ; they being, as your Lordship well knows, at all
a:lm“-ﬁ inclined fo suspicion and jealousy ; of which I saw
Olg sympioms, at my audience with the Maharaja on

o 27th ultimo, The ministers, who were present at this
Uteryiesy, haying put various questions to me respecting

Y state of Sindialh’s possessions in the Doab, T purposely
Sboke of them, as being in the most flourishing condition,
3cribing the same to the able management of General
“iTon, to whom, as your Lordship recollects, they are
8S5igned in Jeydad. 1 also noticed the unwearied attention
Of the General, to improve and strengthen the works of
& ¢ difforent fortresses garrisoned by his troops; and
;“enbionﬁd Hkewise the high estimation in which he was
W by all the Rajpoot and Seik Sirdars, who were chiely
8Wded by his eouncils and directions” Though we may

B i s 7

n:&f“_‘ﬂinh in Hindustan ; and is invested with the most full and absolnte

p.,m!" ¥ 0ver gyery (epartnent of the government, civil and military,—This

gy b bxurcises with great modoration, at the same time with i dagree of
1, S0 and energy, that evince very supetior talents,’

BT relative ty the Mahratta war i 1808, ut suprs, p. 17,

blishing his authority in the south, was kept from cmar. xin
dominions in the north, the administration of the ===

1803,
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easily enough suppose in this language a degree ¢ eIg!SAx 7

i1, ration, to which the occasion may be supposed to have

presented temptation, yet we cannot suppose a gentlemaly
of an English education, and of a high character, to have
made a deliberate statement for which he knew there was
nofoundation infact. Inhisnext letter, Colonel Collins sy
“Such Mahratta Sirdars, as are envious or jealous of the
power of M. Perron, do not scruple to affivm, that he by 10
means wishes the total ruin of Holkar ; since, in this event;
the Maharaja would be enabled to repair to Hindostan, and
to tgke upon himself tho chief direction of affairs in thab
quarter. Whether or not Sindiah has been influenced BY
these suggestions, I shall not presume to determine ; bub
I believe it to be an undoubted fact, that General Perro
has been given to understand he must relinquish the 0_01‘
lections of all the districts which he now possesses in Hin-
dostan, excepting those appertaining to his jeydad, the
annual revenues of which are estimated at forty lacs o
rupees ; at present the General collects nearly eighty lacs-
From Futty Ghur, to which, for the purpose of avoidi’8
the unhealthy season, he had returned from Sindiah$
camp, having by the way paid a visit to Perron at 1
head-quarters at Cowle, Colonel Collins, on the 24th ©
June, 1802, wrote again, as follows : “General Perron 183
been peremptorily directed by Sindigh to give up all tho
Mehals in his possession, nof appertaining to his own
jeydad. And I understand, from good authority, that the
General is highly displeased with the conduct of Sindial 3
ministers on this oceasion ; insomuch that he entertain®
serious intentions of relinquishing his present comman B
the service of the Maharaja. Indeed, when I was at Cow 7
he assured me, that ere long T might expect to see him &
Futty Ghur,”2 o

The first object to which General Lake was command =
to direct the operations of the war, was the destrmotwr_
of the foroe of CGleneral Perron. This force the Govern?
General, though he very setiously, not to say vieler®y’
dreaded it, yet at the same time, with a very poss! tly
inconsistence, so much despised, that he confide® i

! 3 3 180
S s, Sgoeete Seserw, deed o, s Ougl, |90 BEE Lol
noztra. ll;}dnl, 299,



10 DETACH PERRON FROM SINDIAH. fﬁ

thé complete annihilation of if, before the end of B
SCTails” 1 desire,” says he, “that your Excellency will cmar. xit.
®ompose the main army, and regulate the strength and
OPerations of the several detachments, in a manner which 1803
shall appear to your judgment to afford the most absolute
Security for the complete destruction of M. Perron’s force
- before the conclusion of the rains”?
Not arms alone, other expedients were to be employed.
“ t would be highly desirable,” says the Governor-General,
o detach M. Perron from Sindiah’s service, by pacific
- Hegotiation. M. Perron’s inclination certainly is, to dis-
- Pose of his power to a French purchaser; I should not
. D@ surprised if he were to be found ready to enter into
terms with your Excellency ; provided he could obtain
cient security for his personal interests.— I empower
| Your Excellency to conclude any agreement for the secu-
| ity of M. Perron’s personal interests and property, accom-
| Panied by any reasonable remuneration from the British
| government, which shall inducé him to deliver up the
Whole of his military resources and power, together with
15 territorial possession, and the person of the Mogul,
abd of the heir apparent, into your Excellency’s hands.
© Same principle applies generally to M. Perron’s Euro-
q 11.]::1“ officers, And the proclamations with which I have
e ished youy Excellency will enable you to avail your-
of the first opportunity of offering propositions to
56 officers, or to the several corps under M. Perron's
cﬁmmandsl” a
Q' the 7th of August, the General marched from Cawn-
Pore, (Qp the 28th he reached the frontier ; and early on
4 © Morning of the 29th moved into the Mahratta terri-
OTie8, with a view of attacking a part of M. Perron’s
| l;glf 8ssembled near the fortress of Alighur. The British
'Y veached the enemy's camp about sevén o'clock in
t;. ® Morning ; and found the whole of his cavalry dm}vn
té’ 1 the plain, close to the fort of Alighur. Appearing
fort & Sh‘ml_gly posted, with their right extending to the
| migp . Alighur, and their front protected by a deep
& &“3-33, the General resolved to make his attack on their
fank, which had no protection except from two

! L
to:
3 !.am;:

CHO AT g

t Lord Lake, 27th July, 1803. Ibid. p. 159, Dispatches, ili, 208,
» W supra. Ibid. p.161.
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etached villages. The British cavalry were for jn

4 two lines, supported by the line of infantry and guns;

but the enemy retired as they advanced, and quitted the
field without an engagement, They were estimated ab
15,000, strong. As if to show the extreme want of
cohesion, and hence of stability, in the materials of Per
ron’s power, the Commander-in-Chief informs fhe Gover
nor-General, and the Governor-General with exultation
informs his employers; that upon so very trifling &n
occasion as this, “many of the confederates of M. Perron
left him; and “I learn,” says the General, “from all
quarters, the most of the enemy’s cavalry who opposed us
yesterday, have returned to their homes, declaring thelt
inability to oppose the English.”t
The town of Coel immediately surrendered to the
English ; but the garrison of Alighur resisted all he
motives with which Lake endeavoured to persunde ther
After consideration, he deemed it practicable to carry the
fort by assault; and this-he preferred to the slow oper®:
tions of a siege. The placo was strong, with a broad ant
deep diteh, a fine glacis, the country levelled for a mil®
round, and exposed in every direction to the fire of the
fort. Lieutenant-Colonel Monson was chosen to lead the
attack : and the preparations were completed before o
4th of September. At three o’clock on the morming of
that day, the troops moved down to a distance of @
" yards from the sortie. After waiting till half after fout
the storming party advanced under cover of a heavy fir®
from the British batteries erected for the purpose; 8%
arrived within a hundred yards of the fort before theY
were perceived, There was ouly one passage across the
ditch into the fort, by a narrow causeway, where the
enemy having commenced a mine, but omitted & dra%
bridge, the British troops were enabled fo pass, and assB™
the body of the place. As soon as Colonel Monson P
ceived that the garrison had received the alarm, he P
on’ with two flank companies of Europeans, hopitg
enter the gate along with the external guard. The gate ‘;:j
found shut ; and the ladders were applied. Major Macl b
of the 76bh regiment, and two grenadiers, began to moutt ;
but so formidable an erray of pikemen appeared to recel¥

| Letter, ut supra. Ibid. p. 267, 268.



F ALIGHUR TAKEN BY ASSAULT.

T

| 1-"‘3'i-llg situated near the angle of a bastion, it was difficult
Place a gun in a situation to act upon it. Four or five
Tounds were fired, before it was blown open; the troops
Were stopped about twenty minutes ; during which they
Were raked by a destructive fire of grape, wall-pieces,
ad matchlocks ; Colonel Monson was wounded ; six
Officers were killed ; and the principal loss in the assault
Was sustained., - A narrow and intricate passage of con-
Silerable length, all the way exposed to a heavy cross fire
1 every direction, led from the first gate to that which
OPened immediately into the body of the place. To. this
1t was a work of great difficulty to bring up the gun,
when it was brought up, the gate was found too
Strong to bo forced. In this extremity Major Macleod
Pushed through the wicket with the grenadiers, and as-
' Cended the ramparts, After this but little opposition
Was made. The garrison endeavoured to escape in every
‘ection. Many jumnped into the ditch, of whom some
Were droyned, About 2000 perished. Some surrendered,
- 41d were permitted to quit the fort, by the Commander-
10-Chief, who was close to the scene of action, to witness
. ) attack which nothing bub the persevering bravery of
ﬁI-: men permitted to succeed, The English loss was
e, ¥-hine Lilled, including six, and 212 wounded, includ-
'S €loven European officers.!
ta © fort was esteemed an acquisition of great impor-
thncesfm _being the. ordinary residence of M. Perron, and
\L'}:E Principal place of deposit for his military stores ; of
it ¢ th(i quant,ity found by the Eﬂgllﬁh, thﬂbl}' befmuse
dﬁwas neonsiderable, is not specified, in any O_f f'}-“’ punted
Bectmleni.s in which the value of the acquisition is pre-
Rted to vigy,
tans. S8me day on which Alighur was taken, the Com-
Andet found it necessary to send a considerable detach-
?:nt, %0 join the officer loft at Futty Ghur, charged with
s C0¥oy for the army. Five companies of sepoys, with
. 8Un, under the gommand of Lientenant-Colonel
“iigham, Joft uf Shekoabad, had been attacked on the

e ——

R e T A

Co

|}
(""m&"" the Governar.General’s Notes, Thid. p. 247— and: the Dispateh of the
: d”r: P, 268,

9

. A1t would have been vain and foolish to per- BOOK Vi,
| 3k A gun was now required to blow open the gate, cmap. xiL
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4¥. 2nd of September, by & body of cavalry, comm :

BOOR
iie-%11. a Frenchman of the name of Fleury. Though much

superior in force, the assailants were repulsed, but 16
turned to the attack on the 4th, when the English capifit
lated, their ammunition being nearly spent, Before the
reinforcements sent by the General arrived, the enemy |
crossed the Jumna, and disappeared. |

On the 5th of September, M. Perron addressed a letter
to (Gleneral Lake, which was received on the 7th. In that |
lotter Perron informed the British Commander, that ho
had fesigned the service of Dowlut Rao Sindia, and xé- |
quested permission to pass with his family, his effects;
and the officers of his suite, through the Company’s domiz®
ions to Lucknow. The instructions of the Goyernor
General, to purchase, if possible, the surrender of the |
military resources of Perron, have already been mentioned:
We are informed by the Governor-General, that “on the |
20th of August the Commander-in-Chief received & letter
from (leneral Perron, indicating a desire on the part
that officer, to effect an arrangement, which might p‘i‘ecl‘lda
the necessity of an actual contest between the British forces
and those under the command of General Perron % ) e
learn, on the same occasion, from the same high authoritys
that some time previously Pervon had applied for leave
to pass through the Company’s territories, as being & ot
to resign the service of Sindiah ; and had, at the reques
of the Commander-in-Chief, sent to the English camp =
confidential agent, with whom a discussion took place o=
the 20th of August. All that we further know I8 tha
the agent departed without effecting ‘any arrangerent
The Governor-General tells us, that “he evaded the PI°"
positions of the Commander-in-Chief, for the gurrende’
of M. Perron’? Perron might have received a large sum
of money, had he bargained for his own retivement, mll;e
transferred to the English any considerable portion © M
military resources with which he was intrusted. Perrof
retived, withoub bargaining ab all: and, although he
the greatest cause of resentment against his em _"YBr’
without transferring to his enemies the smallest portion ¢
the resources with which he was intrusted.

The Governor-General informs us, that M. Per

! Letter from Governor General in Couneil, 25th Sept, 1803, Tbid. P- 187:

100 ﬂt"‘w"ct



LS 0) ;'r AL, LAKE MARCHES TO DELHIL
etgswhich remerkably confirm what I have already B

feeble texture of all such power as his. “M. Perron stated,
that his reason for retiring proceeded from his having re-
ceived intellizence that his successor had been appointed ;
and was actually on his way to take possession of his new
?harge. M. Perron also observed, that the treachery and
Ingratitude of his European officers convineed him that
further resistance to the British arms was useless.”!

General Lake, who estimated, and knew that the Go-
vernor-General estimated, highly the value of removing
M. Perron, granted him, in & prompt snd handsome man-
ner, the indulgence which he requested ; and that General
Proceeded in consequence to Lucknow,

On the same day on which General Lake received the
letter of Perron, measures being completed for the posses-
Blon of Alighur, he began his march for Delhi. On the
9%h of September, he reached Seoundra ; and during the
hext two days advanced about eighteen miles beyond

orajepoor, when intelligence was received, that the army
Which had belonged to Perron, now commanded by ano-
ther Frenchman of the name of Louis Bourquin, had
Crossed the Jummna from Delhi during the night, with a
Yiew to meot and repel the British army.

The troops, fatigued with eighteen miles of march, and

® heat of the day, reached their ground of encampment
(8ix miles from Delhi) about eleven o'clock, and had
?eam"']? pitched their tents, when the outposts were at-

acked. The General, having reconnoitred, and found

1 enemy drawn up in order of battle, immediately
Ordered ous the whole line. The position of the enemy
Was on g rising ground, with swamps on either flank ; their
front, where alone they could be attacked, was defonded

Y & numerous artillery and a line of intrenchments. The
Mumber of the British troops amounted to about four

Ousand fiye hundred men. That of the enemy is stated
S Dineteen thousand, The British infantry were ordered

> 8dvance from the right of battalions in open columns
OF Companies ; and during this operation, the cavalry were
:ﬁmmanded to precede. Advaneing two miles in front,

ey were exposed for one hour to a severe cannonade

1 Governor's-Geoneral's Notes. Thid. p. 248,

Vor, VI, AA

Gedled, with regard to the miserable foundation and cmar.xu

s
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Y1, before they were joined by the infantry ; the Co :

4k <11, in-Chief had his horse shot under him ; and a considerable
~——— Josswas sustained. As the infantry approached, the Gene~
1803,  ygl ordered the cavalry to fall back, with a view both to

cover the advance of the infantry, and if possible to draw
the enemy forward from their intrenchments upon the
plain, The enemy fell into the snare, believed the move-
ment a retreat, and advanced, shouting, with the whole of
their guns. The British cavalry retired, with the utmost
steadiness and order, till joined by the infantry, when they
opened from the centre, and allowed the infantry to pass
%o the front. The whole were instantly formed, the infantry
in one line, the cavalry in a second, about forty yards in
the rear of the right wing, The enemy had halfed, ox
perceiving the British infantry, and begen a tremendous
fire of round, grape, and chain shot. The General having
placed himself on the line, the men advanced with steadi-
ness, and without taking their muskets from their shoul-
ders, till within a hundred paces of the enemy, who be-
gan to pour upon them a shower of grape from the whole
of their guns. Orders were given to charge with bayonets,
The line fired a volley and rushed on, with their gallant
commander at their head, when the enemy gave way and
fled in every direction. As soon as the troops halt
after the charge, the General ordered the line to break into
columns of companies, which permitted the cavalry 0
pass through the intervals with their galloper guns, and
complete the victory. The enemy were pursued wi
slaughter to the banks of the Jumna. This battle, thongh
small in scale, and not very trying, from the resistance ©
the enemy, affords a high specimen both of the talents 0
the General, and the discipline and bravery of the men.
The enemy loft the whole of their artillery, sisty-¢ight
pieces of ordnance, with a great quantity of amumunitioss
and two tnmbrils containing treasure, on the field. In
taen, their loss was estimated at three thousand ; thab ©
the English, in killed, wounded, and missing, Was four
hundred and eighty-five. After being seventeen 108
under arms, the British army took up fresh ground t0WAE 3
the river, and next morning encamped, opposite 0 b g
¢ity of Delhi. As the enemy had evacuated both the ity
and fort, Shah Aulum sent a message to expross bis desir®



had been opened with him before, and means had cuae. xr,
been found to convey to him a letter from the Governor-  1803.
energl, promising to him, in case he should find the
Means, during the present crisis, % of placing himself under
the protection of the British government, that every
émonstration of respect and atteation would be paid
towards his Majesty, on the part of that government, and
b an adequate provision would be made for the support
Of his Majesty, and of his family and household” To this
fecret communication a seeret answer was received by the
Commander-in-Chief on the 29th of August, # expressing,”
83ys the (overnor-General, “the anxious wish of his
ajesty to avail himself of the protection of the British
E0vernment,”! On the 14th the British army began to
C€ross the river, And on the same day, the General Bour-
Quin, who commanded in the late action, and four other
tench officers, surrendered themselves prisoners to Gene-
ral Lake, On the 16th he paid his visit to Shah Aulum,
The language of the Governor-General, on this occasion, is
Romething more than pompous, “His Excellency, the
“Mmander-in-Chief, had the honour to pay his first visit
'8 Majesty Shah Aulum on the 16th of September ;
to congratulate his Majesty on his emancipation from
% fontrol of 3 French faction who had so long oppressed
di, cgraded him, His Majesty was graciously pleased to
Ak?;::t his eldest son, and heir apparent, the Prince Mirza
s 8r Shah, to conduct the Commander-in-Chief to his
XBL Dresence, The Prince was' to have asrived at the
reﬂmmauder-iu—Chief 's tent at twelve o'clock ; but did not
ach th? British camp until half-past three o’clo?.k, P,
o ¢ time hig Royal Highness had been received, re-
B :;utcd on his elephant, and the whole cavaleade lformed,
mily Epast four oclock, _Tha distance being five
Delf%’ the Commander-in-Chief did not reach the palace at
% Nt sun-set, The crowd in the city was extra-

'
thter ,

of gy from Governor. Conneil, fo the Seerct Committee, 12th
pﬂn;]:_\t;l' ':SFH.,- ;’ﬂm::ﬂ-‘ﬂ:ﬁ:ﬁrﬂ |i]x;1e King or Mogul at Delhi, ordered to be
Thic oo i March, 55, Geo glso the Message of the King, hvid. p,o,
the 20 & Cxpressing great anciely of wish, exhibits much distrast of

ey Wh;-;,' mmpini.ning of their late conduct, and declaring an apprehension
iy they gain Possession of the country they may prove forgetinl of
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¥ ordinary ; and it was with some difficulty that the caval-
ciaP. x1r. cade eould make its way to the palace. The courts of the
palace were full of people; anxious to witness the deliver-
1808.  ance of their sovereign from a state of degradation and
bondage. At length the Commander-in-Chief was ushered
into the royal presence: and found the unfortunate and
venerable Emperor ; oppressed by the accumnulated cala-
mities of old age, degraded authority, extreme poverty,
and loss of sight ; seated under a small tattered canopy,
the remnant of his royal state, with every external ap-
pearance of the misery of his condition.” !

In another passage the Governor-General speaks of this
event, as “ delivering the unfortunate and aged Emperor
Shah Aulum, and the royal house of Timour, from misery,
degradation, and bondage ; and rescuing his Imperial Ma-
jesty, the Mogul, from the hands of a desperate band of
French adyenturers.” *

With regard to the French officers, this is a language in
the highest degree illiberal, if not unjust, and moreover,
indecent. It was not they who degraded, if that was &
erime, the house of Timour; it is in evidence that they
improved the condition of its surviving members; it i8
not in evidence that they did not improve it as far as thab
improvement depended upon them. It is manifest, that
certain forms of respect, and a less penurious supply ©
money, was all that could depend upon them. Of these
there is no indication that the first were withheld. Of the
second, the French had little to bestow. The revenues ©
Perron’s government must, with great difficulty, have meb
its charges, and he departed at last with no more than the
fortune of a private individual. Whatever he afforded t0
Shah Aulum beyond the allowance prescribed by Sindiab,
he must have paid out of his own fortune. And had
Shah Aulum been supported out of the pocket of any
English gentleman, of the Governor-General himae]f,
though doubtless he would have dealt by him Lindly,
and even generously; yet I may venture to affirm, thab
his “royal state,” would not have exhibited great mag
nificence.

Besides, who would not imagine, upon hearing this 1a8=

! Papers ralating to the Mahratta War, ut supra, p. 249,
¥ FPapers, ut supra, p. i34
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y the English ruler, that he was about to restore BOOK VI
his “mperial Majesty, Shah Aulum (whom his subjects cuar. xin
Were so anxious %o see delivered from a state of de '
thl_:s and bondage.”) to his lost authority ? to those terri-  1803.
tories, from which he had been extruded, only by successful
| Usurpation and rebellion, tervitories, of which the pro-
Vinces held by the Company formed a material part? or,
: }:'le Wwas not to give him any of the usurped territories
Which had fallen to the lot of the English, not even that
Yribute which they had stipulated to pay him, and which
they had long withheld; that at any rate he was to
bestoy upon him those territories, of which Sindiah bad
depriveq him, and which the English had just retaken, or
Were about to retake? Not an atom of this. The English
Were to restore no territory. Even that which they were
Bow taking from Sindiah, and of which by Sindiah the Fm-
Peror had but lately been robbed, the English were to keep
¥ themselves, The English, therefore, were to hold his
Imperial Majesty” still degraded from all sovereign
Power: still in bondage, as much as ever. The very
Words of the Governor-General are, that only so much
h_l‘eg&rd should be paid to the comfort and convenience of
'S Majesty and the royal family as was consistent with
.48 due security of their persons” in other words, their
“,“Pnsonment. Wherein then consisted the difference of
018 ‘reatment? In this alone, that he wotld enjoy more
the comforts which in a state of imprisonment money
Can bﬁat.“-‘v, and y.as secure from personal violence,
The lofty description afforded us by the British ruler,
89%s on in the following words; €It is impossible fo -
8Seribe the im pression which General Lake’s conduet on
U8 interesting occasion has made on the minds of the
mh&bi’sa.nta of Delhi, and of all the Mussulmans who have
an opportunity of being made acquainted with the
OC‘C]uTenceﬁ of the 16th of Septelubﬂ!‘, 1803, In the meta-
orical language of Asia, the native news-writers who
L‘i’ﬁfil‘lbe this extraordinary scene, have declared that his
. 4esty Shah Aulum recovered his sight from excess of
In addition to many other marks of royal favour
Sondescension, the Emperor was graciously pleased to

1
They yrop t less extravagant; when he passed into
e hungy of s‘;zldyia:’;'!.l something not agant,
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. confer on General Lake the second title in the Empire

CHAP. X1 Sumsam w dowla, ashgar ul mulk. Khan dowran Khew

1808.

General Qerard Lake bakadur, futteh jung: The sword of
the state, the hero of the land, the lord of the age, and the
victorious in war.” !

Though mention is made of the surrender of no more
than one other French officer, named Doderneque ;? the
letter to the Secret Committee, dated the 31st of October,
says, “The Governor-General in Council has the satisfac- -
tion to inform your Honourable Committee, that no French
officers of any consideration now rewmain in the service of
the confederated Mahratta chieftains.”® This, then, Was
a danger, of which, whatever else may justly be said of it,
there was little difficulty in getting rid.

Appointing Lieutenant-Colonel Ochterlony to hold the
chief command at Delhi, and leaving a garrison of one
battalion and four companies of native infantry, with &
corps of Mewatties, newly raised under the command of
Englishmen who had quitted the service of Sindish at the
beginning of the war, the Commander-in-Chief began his
march to Agra on the 24th of September, and arrived ab
Muttra on the 2nd of October; where he was joied bY
the troops from Futtyghur. On the 4th he arrived 8b
Agra; and immediately summoned the garrison, but no
auswer was returned. He received information, that con=
siderable confusion prevailed within the fort, where all £h8
Turopean officers were placed under confinement.

Finding that approaches could not be made, unless
seven battalions were dislodged of the enemy’s regular
infantry, who, with several guns, were encamped v';'ithtf‘lt
the fort, and occupied tho town of Agra, tegether With
the principal mosque, and some adjacent rayines, Gene
Lake gave directions for attacking the town and the

hias the

merad

! How often, in looking narrowly into the conduct of public affeirs,
friend of humanity oceasion to lament the Tow state in which politieal How
1fy remains ! its deplorable state eompared even with private morality ! plio
many men would disdain the practive of hypocrisy in private, whe, in pUSCE
1ifu, regard it, even in its grossest shape, gs far from importing the same
ness of mind. Notes, ut supra, p. 249, hoW

% It 18 searcely worth making any remark on this statement, except 08 )
its spirit. The same seritenne that mentions M. Doderneque's (Dudern '-ffﬁ
surrender; adds, he was accompanied by a French officer in Sindlah's ser¥ ;‘,:
our nuthor should thersfore have admitted that there were at leasi °V
Frenchmen in the Maliratta army. Despatches, iii. 426.—W,

2 Noles, ut supra, p.203.



BATTLE OF LASWAREE.

Vinesoh-the 10th, both at the same time, the one with BOOK VI.
a brigade, the other with three battalions of sepoys. The cmar. xiz.
attack succeeded in both places, though not without a
Severe conflict; and the troops engaged in the ravines, 1803
being carried by their ardour to quit them, and gain the
glacis, for the purpose of seizing the enemy’s guns, were
€xposed to a heavy fire of grape and matchlocks from the
fort, and suflered proportionally both in officers and men.
Another occurrence was, that the defeated battalions
agreed afterwards to transfor their services to the British
Commander, and marched into his camp, to the number of
2,500 men, on the 13th of October.

On that day the garrison desired a parley ; but while a
British officer, sent into the fort, was endeavouring to
Yemove their objections to the terms of capitulation, they
recommenced firing, and would admit of no further inter-
Course, The breaching batteries, however, having opened
oun the morning of the 17th, and threatening a speedy
catastrophe, they capitulated in the evening, on terms of
Bafety to their persons and private property.!

force, composed of fifteen regular battalions, sent
Borth by Sindiah at the commencement of tho campaign,
d of two battalions which had joined them from Delhi,
after the battle of the 11th of September, still remained.
liey had occupied a position about thirty miles in the
Tear of the British army, during the siege of Agra, but
Without attempting interruption. And they were under<
8t00d to have in view a march upon Delhi, with the hope
Of recovering that important post. In quest of this
®Demy, the British army moved from Agra on the 27th of
ctober, Retarded by the heaviness of the rain, they
left the heayy guns and baggage at Futtypore, and on the
30th anq 31st, marching twenty miles each day, they
SRcamped on the 31st, a short distance from the ground
Vhich the enemy bad quitted in the morning. The
@nera] conceived the design of overtaking them w;t]x the
“avalry 4nd giving them, by a slight engagement, intor-
Tuption till the arrival of the infantry. Marching from
9’clock on the night of the 31st, till sunrise the next
Orning, 4 distance of twenty-five miles, he came up with
the enemy, retreating as he imagined, and in confusion,

1 Notes, nt suprd; p. 251
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. Eager not to'permit their retreat to the hills, and to

secure their guns, he resolved, as he himself expresses it;
“to try the effect of an attack upon them with the
cavalry alone.” ;

The advance of the cavalry was slow, the road having
‘been rendered difficult by the water of a reservoir, the eni-
bankment of which the enemy had cut. The British
General, having commanded the advanced guard and first
brigade, led by Colonel Vandeleur, to march upon the
pointy where the enemy, who had for some time been
covered by the clouds of dust, had been observed in
motion, directed the remainder of the cavalry to attack in
siccession as soon as they could form and come up. When
they advanced sufficiently near to perceive the enemy,
they found them occupying an advantageous position, with
their right upon a rivulet which the British had imme-
diately passed, their left on the village of Laswaree, and
their whole front amply provided with artillery. The pointk
to which the advanced guard and first brigade were di=
rected, was found to be the left of the enemy’s new posi-
tion, which, without hesitation, they attacked. They forced
the line, and penetrated into the village, Colonel Vandeleur
havying fallen in the charge ; but they were exposed to &0
galling a fire of cannon and musquetry, that it was impos-
gible to form the squadrons for s second attack, and the
General was obliged to draw them off. They left for want
of draught cattle, the guns of the enemy which had fallen
into their hands ; and the other brigades retired from the
fire to which they found themselves exposed, without being
able to discover the enemy, though they fell in with an
carried away a few of their guns. The British infantry
which had left their former ground at three in the mort=
ing, arrived on the banks of the rivulet about elevet
After o long a march, some time for refreshment was in=
dispensably required. During this interval a proposal Was
received from the enemy, offering on certain conditions 0
surrender their guns. The General, eager to stop the effu
sion of blood, offered immediately to comply with their
terms, and allowed them an hour to come to a final deter-
mination. In the meantime, the disposition was made for
battle. The whole of the infantry was formed on the left
with a view to attack $he right flank of the enemy, which,



7 an interval to the rivulet. The British infantry cmar. xir

Was formed in two columns, the first destined to turn the
Tight flank of the enemy, and assault the village of Mohaul-
Door, the second, to support the first, The cavalry was
formed into three brigades, of which one was to support
the infantry in the attack of the enemy’s right, another
Was detached to the right of the British army, to watch
the enemy's left, avail itself of any confusion, and attack
them in their retreat ; the third composed the reserve, and

Wwas formed in the space between the preceding two. The-

€hemy were drawn up in two lines, which had the village
of Mt)haulpoor between them on the left, and extended
beyond it on the right.

The time for parley being expired, the British infantry
oved along the bank of the rivulet, through hizh grass
and broken ground, which afforded cover. The enemy, as
Boon as the movements of the British columns to turn
their flank became visible, threw back their right, forming
8N acute angle in front with their former position, and ren-
dering it jmpossible to turn their flanks. As soon as the

Titish columns became exposed to the enemy’s cannon,

8 fiald-pieces which they had been able to bring up, and

& galloper guns attached to the cavalry, formed into four

Atteries, began also to fire. The cannonade on both sides
Was very spirited and severe. The King’s 76th regiment,
Which headed the attack, and had often signalized its dis-
SIpline and courage in India, had arrived, together with a
attalion and five companies of native troops, within one
Wndred paces of the enemy, while the remainder of the
column, impeded in its advance, was still at some distance
Shind, This advanced party were exposed to theenemy's
T6 ; and the men were falling very fast. Thus situated,
the Goneral thought it better to advance with themto the
k, than wait till the remainder of the column should

be able to form. As soon as they arrived within reach of
"8 enemy’s oanister shot, & tremendous fire was opened
bon timm; and their loss was exceedingly severe. The
reElllarit.y of their advance being disturbed by the severity
o the cannonade, the enemy’s cavalry were encouraged to
Sarge, The steadiness, however, of “this handful of
hel‘oea,” as they are justly denominated by their grateful

1803.
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commander, enabled them to repulse the assailants with
their fire. They rallied, however, at a little distance, and
resumed a menacing posture ; when the General ordered
an attack by the British cavalry. It was performed, with
great gallantry and success, by the 20th regiment of dra-
gooud, whose commander, Major Griffiths, was killed by &
cannon-shot immediately before the charge. The infantry,
at the same time, advanced upon the enemy’s line, which
they broke and routed. The remainder of the first column
of Dritish infantry arrived just in time to join in the
attack of the enemy’s second line, of which the right had
been thrown back in the same proportion as that of the
first. Major-General Ware, who commanded the right
wing of the British army, fell about the same time by &
cannon-shot. After a good resistance, and losing all their
guns, the enemy were driven back towards a small mosque
in the rear of the village, when the three brigades of B~
tish cavelry, advancing upon them from their different
positions, charged them with great execution, A columi
of the encmy on the left attempted to go off in good order
with a part of the baggage: but were turned by the bri-
gade of horse which had been detached to the right of the
British army, and shared the same fate with the rest 0
their companions, About two thousand of the enemY:
seeing it impossible to escape, threw down their arms, a1}
gurrendered themselves prisoners, with the baggage &
everything belonging to their camp. h

This battle appears to have been gained prineipally bY
the admirable discipline and bravery of the 76th regiment-
Of the commander, the gallantry was probably more ¥
markable than the generalship. He was frustrated 12
w0 of his plans ; in his attack with the cavalry in the
morning, and in turning the flank of the enemy in
afternoon ; and the victory was gained at last by mere
dint of hard fighting, to which the general himself get &
conspicuous example. He led the charge of the cavalry i
the morning ; and at the head of the 76th regiment (whi®
he allowed to come up too soon) conducted in person ei:f’ﬂ{
operation of the day. Two horses were shot under hird 2
and his son, acting as his aide-de-camp, was wounded bf
his side, in circumstances resembling those of poetic di%
tress, The son had but just persuaded the father to mou?



With a ball ; and at that instant the father was obliged

by several shots, when he himself was struck cmar. xi.

g"!]deﬂd on the troops, leaving his wounded son upon the 1803.

With soventeen battalions of infantry, the enemy are
Supposed to have brought into the action move than four
ousand horse. Their guns, in number seventy-two, being
taken, were more precisely known. The Euglish loss
mounted to 172 men killed, 652 wounded. Three months
only had elapsed since General Lake crossed the Mah-
Tatta frontier; and not only the whole of that army
Which the (overnor-General had treated as an object of
80 much apprehension, was destroyed, but the whole
of that extensive territory in the region of the Jumna,
Which the predscessor of Dowlut Rao had so laboriously
ded to his dominions, was placed in the hands of the
nglish,

tes, ut supra, p. 251 to 254, 288.—M,

Ithough the uecount given of the battle of Laswarl, in the official despatches,
epeated verbally in the Notes on the Mahratta War, and Malor Thorn's
Molr of the War'in India, there is some indistinotness in the earlglpnn of

Darrative, and it is lefy doubtful by the Dispatch whether the

ahiratta
attacked by the cavalry before its change of position. There can'be
however, that it was so attacked, but without effect, as the new po-
taken up without any serions opposition, Uy noon. The charge then
by the advance and first brigade was evidently afailure also; although

%Y broke throngh the first line, it wounld seem, that they made no impression
tho sceond, and were exposed to go heavy a flre that it was impossible to
¢ squadrons for a second attack, and the enomy kept their ground. The
ent that the other brigades were unable to discover the engmy, althongh
2 fell in with and cavried away a few of their guns, is samewhat incongru-
of 1) and is incorrect. The third brigade was ordered to turn the right flank
the tuemy, and failed not to discover and to feel t]xemIa!Lhnu.gh thelr guns,

Concealed by & high grass jungle, became percept

bl only whoen o tres

us shower of grape and double-headed shot poured upon the advancing

ns, The cavalry, however, it is suid, broke throngh the line, although

Eius 0 rether, anid charged backwards nud forwards thres
N § ufxﬁﬁéﬁﬂf,“fsfﬁﬁ?&fm mE 1?rucl;lon, ns it is added that thelr bat-
3, Which were drawn up Lolind & deep intrenchment, kept up a galling
With musquetry, which did greatexecution, Their line, therefore, was not
N, although it might have been penetrated by the cavalry, who suffered
verely in these fruitless displays of headstrong valour. It s undenis
herefore, that antil the infantry came info action, the Mahrattas hind the
the day'; and after they were attacked by the whoie British force, they
Yiined 5 stont resistance, and inflicted terrible destruction upon theip
By lants, 1t s justly remarked by Major Thorn, that throughout the war,

fliot b f the improvement made by the natives in mill-
mfmf‘;ﬁxugi"ﬁﬁr eunnexﬁ with the French, On the present
the effect of their influence and instruction was fally experienced in J
ization of the army of Sindinh, which evinced all the characteristics

Pean arr and It is worthy of remark, too, that

iplined battalions were in the battleof Lasward Ieft to themselves, It
mf if they had any European officors wiili them ; certainly they had
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During the time of these exploits, the great division

cuav.xit. the English army in the south had been employed in the

1802,

following manner. The strong fortress of Ahmednuggur,
held by Sindiah, with its adjoining territory, was the object

-of the first operations of General Wellesley. He moved

from his camp at Walkee on the 8th of August, and, arri-
ving at Ahmednuggur, took the pettah by escalade, on the
same day, The English had thirty-three men killed, and
eleven wounded. They opened a battery against the forb
on the 10th ; and on the 11th the Kelledar or Governor
offered to negotiate ; and on the 12th evacuated the forf,
on condition of safety to the persons and private pros
perty of the garrison. This acquisition was of some im-
portance ; one of the strongest fortresses in India, in
good repair, on the froutier of the Nizam, covering Poo-
nah, and a point of support to the future operation in
advance.! ¥
In taking possession of the districts of 6,34,000 rupees
estimated revenue, dependent on Ahmednuggur, an
making arrangements for the security of the fort, the
General was occupied for several days, and crossed the
Godavery only on the 24th. On the same day, Sindiah,
and the Rajsh of Berar, having ascended the Adjunte®
Ghaut, entered the territory of the Nizam with a largé
body of horse. On the 29th, General Wellesley arrived b
Aurungabad, between which place, and the corps under
Colonel Stephenson, who had moved to the eastwal

toward the Badowly Ghant, the enemy had passed, and

had reached Jalnapoor, about forty miles east from Aurtits
gabad? The enemy continued their march in a south-e2
direction, with a view, as was reported, to cross the Goda
very, and march upon Hyderabad. To intercept them
this intention, General Wellesley regained the river, ai
moved eastward along its northern bank, The enemls
however, soon altered their course, and proceeded to the
north of Julnapoor. Colonel Stephenson returned from
the eastward on the 1st of September, and on the an

ity

none of character, The cavalry, too, although it has been affirmed that the
Mauhraita chiefs shonid have looked to that as their national and oul_}- effect! (i
foree, gave nio support to the infantry in this ongegement. Lhorn’s Mein?
of the Campaigm in Hindustan, 219.—W.

! Noles, ut supra, p. 239, 260,—M. Wellington Despatches, i, 200,—Wa

3 Wellington Despatehes, i, 344.—W.
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BATTLE OF ASSYE.

ts . carried the fort of Julnapoor! After this,
Ingd-several attempts to bring the enemy to action,
and actually surprised their camp on the night of the 9th
of September. They continued their northern movement
toward the Adjuntee pass, near which they were joined by
4 detachment, it is said, of sixteen battalions of Sindiah’s
Tegulap infantry, commanded by two Frenchmen? On the
2lst, the divisions of the British army were so near, that
he two commanders had a conference, and concerted a
Plan for attacking the enemy jointly on the morning of
@ 24th, Colonel Stephenson marched by a western
Toute, General Wellesley by the eastern, round the hills
¢tween Budnapore and Jalna.  On the 23rd, General Wel-
lesley received intelligence that Sindiah and the Raja had
Moved off with their cavalry in the morning; but that
e infantry, about to follow, were still in camp at the dis-
Ahce of about six miles.
. This intelligence, from which the General inferred the
tention of the enemy to escape, made him resolve to
abtack them, without waiting till the following morning
for Colonel Stephenson. He found the whole combined
8y near the village of Assye, encamped on the bauk of
¢ Kailng river. His road brought him first in front of
Qir right; but as it was composed almost entirely of
Savalry, and the defeat of the infantry was most likely to
© effectual, he resolved to attack the left. Marching
found, he crossed the River Kailna, at a ford beyond the
Slemy's 1aft Aank ; and formed the infantry in two lines,
80d the British cavalry as a reserve in a third; leaving
® Mahratta and Mysore cavalry on the other side of the
4ilng, to hold in check a large body of the enemy’s
alry, which had followed the British army from the
rlght of their own position. As soon as the enemy por-
Eived the intention of the British general to attack their
6f, 1}, ey changed the position of their infantry and guns.
'&Foﬂler stream, called the Juah, of nearly the same size
With the Kailna, flowed in a parallel dirvection: at a small

“Stance beyond it, the enemy formed a line, having its
gl o thj"ﬁhm,; and ite left on the Juah. This line

1
PRMLLY Despalches, 355,
g gy Wer.Joinbd iy tho brigades of Col. Pohiman, M. Dupant, and Be.

roo, Ibid. 386.—W.

G,

CHAP, XI1I.
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7l and that of the British army faced one another;
1. eneniy formed a second line on the left of their position,
nearly at right angles to their first, extending to the rear
along the bauks of the Juah. The fire of the enemy’s
guns performed dreadful executfion, as the British army
advanced. The British artillery had opened upon the
enemy at the distance of 400 yards; but the number of
men and bullocks that were disabled soon rendered it im-
possible to bring on the guns ; and as they were found %0
produce lit'le effect, the General resolved to advance with-
out them. The right of the British line was so thinned
by the cannon of the enemy's left, that a body of their
cavalry was encouraged to charge it. A body of the Bri-
tish cavalry, however, were prepared to intercept thenl,
and they were repelled with slaughter. The steady advance
of the British troops at last overawed the enemy, and thFS'
gave way in every direction. The cavalry then broke it
and charged them with the grentest effect. The enemy
fled, but; the force of the English was too small to render
the victory decisive. Someof the enemy’s corps went 0
in good order ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell was Kkilled,
in charging with the British cavalry a body of infantryy
who had again formed, but soon resumed their retreats
Many also of the enemy's guns, which had been left in the
rear by the British line as they advanced, were, hy a prac=
tice common in the native armies of India, turned upo®
the British by individuals who had thrown themselves 82
dead npon the ground. The General thought it necessary
to take a regiment of European infantry, and one of native
cavalry, and proceed in person to stop this fire, which 0¥
gome time was very severe, His horse in this operatiof?
was shot under him. The enemy’s cavalry, which had beett
hovering about during the action, continued for some i@
near the British line. But at last, the whole of the enem)
weut off, leaving ninely-eight pieces of cannon, end gevel
standards, in the hands of the English, with 1200 men, it
is gaid, dead on the field.

Tt rpquired no ordinary exertion of discipline and cot
rage in the men, to advance with so much steadiness unde’
the earnage of such a fire, The personal courage, too, W
abundently displayed, of the Cleneral who led them of
And unless in as far as the wisdom may be quesbion!



ONS OF COLONEL STEPHENSON.

Hoarri
been attonded with much greater, perhaps with decisive
effeots, the conduct of the action, it is probable, possessed
the merit of which the nature of the case allowed. Of

© British army, 428 were killed, 1138 were wounded. As
Whole are said to have consisted of only 4500 men,

bween one third and one half of the wholo army were
Sither killed or wounded. This was paying very dear for

9 Indecisive an affair.!
lonel Stephenson, though his march had been re-

B ded by some unexpected impediment, arrived on the
4th; and was immediately sent after the enemy, whom

& N0tes, ut supra, p. 239, &o, and 280.~. Despatches, 1. 336,

i Thomas Munro thus expresses the opinfon npon the battle of Assye that
Ao "ETY generally entertained in India:—* If there was anything wrong at
ﬂ;’gﬁ it was in giving battle; but in the conduct of the action everything was

L. General Wellesley gave every part of his army its full share, left no
With Of it unemployed; but supported, sometimes with cayalry, sometimes
n Infantry, every point that was pressed, at the moment that it was' most
181}4’.&"7' Life,i. 354. Tho letier, in which this occurs, is dated February
Welln his opinjon had not been changed, therefore, by the letter of General

“Sley 1o him of the 1st Nov., 1908, in answer to his objection to the
lotga, i dﬁgnﬂnhl Stevenson &nd be;:hn dutt:u:hed, (_ienemil \r"’gm:s.lc_v, in thl‘s
& X i owu remarks on the action, published in patches, i.
\g?‘ showg that thie separate march of his corps aud Col. Stevenson's was una-
whﬁ'rt‘]:::c':,‘:&]‘h“ it was so arrunged ns to hive brnu;:l:;qt}nem llu :tt:;lwint.
ti ing to their intelligence, the enemy was to vund, at the same
ﬂ:}:ﬁ : YWing to a misapprehension of the intell igence, by whinll‘tl:a name of
“lnai.,f,"“ Wias confounded with that of a village in it, and the consequent con-
Asype that they were in the village of Bokerdur, instead of the village of

» 00 the istrict of Bokerdar, General Wellesley came upon their left
th a‘ the latter yillage, six wiles nearer than the former, Here he !a.'l.rn?d
MRS T TN, oy, ento I e i o

€3 O part o 18 force, am 0 e L
‘ihlgiei 804l then attempted to retire, would haye boen difficult, if not impos-
luq,'uﬂ ihe face of their numerons cavalry ; be, therofore, with the prompti-
Wap oo & 'esalute judgment, determined to make jt a battle. That the losa
o & mona was in pact attributabe to the afticer L:vunﬂlﬁdgu the ‘ii‘i?:‘iﬁl‘- ine
k was followed the T9th direct upon the ¥ RELT

Ty EPIg oy o l.ll:u mrll'\y of the shot, as hie was direciad, the Hritish com-

T He
Wegg, 1 |1l\‘ing determined to manenyre by his left.  The corps on the right
to 5y hEn g by & large break, and were not anly exposed

A oy Parated from the left by & large . 3
19 v aF'Dls cannanage from Assye, bt were charged hy the enemy’s cavalry ;
Wy l‘:%l this charge the British cavalry were brought into sation sonor than
Logg THE0ded. " 130, thus brought into the cannonade; liorses fod e ¥ere
Tan g, nmong broken Infuntry, and separated; the unily of the
o {tlmsed» #nd it was no longer possiliie to nse it as had been planned,
bh’kﬂ‘n a5 nlnsed in the third line to pursue and eut up the defeated and
Hlon (Semy. Frop flis vindication of his measures it js clear that the
h"“‘luzmd Tiot hays hean avoided without mischied, and that the cost of its
] the 1o BUENE have hoeen Jess but for one of those chanees which, aecording
Sy I"‘im'i:m f {1 ‘ellington's Peninsular campaigms — and we
L Of the Iinke of Welling

By V0 for begpiry authority — so frequently influence the fate of bag-

ing so great a number of men for the only BOO
could be attained by it ; next, of not waiting cuar. x11.
val of Stephenson, when the victory would have ———

1808,



HISTORY CF BRITISH INDIA. I

/the state of the troops under CGleneral Well

. dered him unable to pursue. The enemy had been 80
 little broken or dispersed by their defeat, that they had
little to dread, from the pursuit of Colonel Stephenson
and proceeded westward, along the bank of the Taptee, a3
if they meditated a descent upon Poonah by a march to tho
gouthward through the Caserbary Ghaut. General Wel-
lesley imagined that this was a demonstration to prevent
a northern movement of the British troops against the
city !of Boorhanpore, the fortress of Asseerghur, and the
rest 'of Sindiah’s places in Candesh, But that General
decmed himself sufficiently strong, both to proceed
against the places in question, and to watch the moves
ments of the enemy towards the south. Remaining with
Lis own army to the southward, he sent his commands 0
Stephenson, who had deseended the Adjuntee Ghaut,
pursuit of the enemy, to continue his march to the north=
ward, and attack Boorhanpore and Asseerghur, As sooB
as the plan of the British General came to the knowledg®
of the enemy, the Raja of Berar and Sindiah separa
their armies, the former marching towards Chandore, the
latter making a movement to the northward, for the pur
pose of yielding protection to his threatened possesion®
Cleneral Wellesley followed to the north, and descend&d
the Adjuntee Ghaut on the 19th of October; Sindiaby
upon this, instead of continuing his movement to the
north, gave it an easterly direction through the valle)
formed by the Taptee and Poorna rivers ; while the Raj®
of Berar passed through the hills which formed tho
boundary of Candesh, and moved towards the GodaverYiy
This seemed to require again the presence of Gene
Wellesley in the south, who accordingly ascended the
Adjuntee Ghaut on the 25th of October, and, continuing
his march to the southward, passed Aurungabad’' on t
20th. {

In the mean time Colonel Stephenson had easily 8¢
complished the service upon which he had been detached','
The oity of Boorhanpore was evacuated on his approd® ; !
and was entered by the British troops on the 16th ©
October. On the 17th he marched upon Asseerghur, © ¢
importance of which, in the estimation of the peopl®
India, may be conjectured from a name by which it ¥



NEGOTIATIONS.

d/ the Key of the Deccan. On the 18th B
Bl henson attacked the pettah, and of course cmae. xir.
ccess, On the 20th the batteries were opened
8gainst the fort, and within an hour the garrison offered 1803
accept the conditions which the British commander
Proposed on summoning the place. In this marmer
the fortress was placed in the hands of the English on the
Zist, and with it the whole of Sindiah’s dominions in the
ccan, The operations of the army were now turned :
dguinst Berar.  Colonel Stephenson began an easterly
Movement towards Sindiah; and received the commands
oL the General to prosecute his march as far as Gawilghur,
8d lay siege to that, the principal fortress belonging to
the Raja of Berar.
In the first week of November, Jeswunt Rao Gorparah,
4nd another person of inferior rank, arrived in the British
“amp, commissioned, they said, by Sindigh, to treat with
eheral Wellesley on the subject of peace. As soon after
e battle of Asgsye as the 8th of October, the British
n.enﬂml had received a letter from one of Sindiah’s mi-
e:‘ requesting that he would send to the ememy’s
™D, one of the British, and one of the Nizam'’s officers,
Ge Settle the terms of a peace? With this request the
%Igel’al deemed it, on two accounts, inexpedient to
llut]lply- ; first, because the letter bore no stamp of the
Ority of Sindiah, who might afterwards disavow it ;
ang 3, cduse a British officer in the camp of the enemy,
Detig: © appearance, on the part of the British, of being
o thloners for peace, would reanimate the dejected minds
| hﬂnoe enemy's troops. But he expressed his readiness
thior "Ply to receive any person whom the confederate
(9

°% might, for that purpose depute, fo the British

1 o Several subsequent proposals had been mblnittcd
| lhigh;m’ but all, through channels, which the principal

DA < e disavowed, IEven Gorparah, and hj:a coms
ht,_m“”: When requested, at their first conference with Ge-
DProg cllesley, to exhibit their credentials, had nome to
. %. Though liable to be dismissed with disgrace,

Senory W : i ‘ 4
Vell ” 5 relating to East Indis Affairs,

2 The ]-::m % ;330{;:‘1{{5':.g:f%?t;g'_g‘pe{%lﬁnz;m Despatehes, 1. 469, <\,

|

o‘,nu'ﬁnr‘ l;ﬂ!‘l Was not from. one of Sindish’s ministers but from Ballogjee

1 eihiwa's t confidential agent, who, notwithstanding thie war
‘m“hgm%s‘“ﬁiﬂh's Eﬁpf For General Wellesley's reply o his Totier, se6

L=
Yo, . Puehos, i, 426, V. 4k
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3 they were told by the British General, that they might
CHAP. XL remain in the camp, $ill they had time to receive froxt
; - their master those powers which were necessary to enable
1803.  them to treat, and those documents to substantiate theil’
powers, without which they ought not to have been sent:
Tn the meantime a letber arrived from Sindiah, declaring
his intention to send another commissioney, and disayoWw=
ing Gorparah and his companion. General Wellesley, who
believed, in this case, that the master was the impostor
not; the servants, sent for the unhappy men, and mad®
them acquainted with the dangerous situation in WhiG_h
they were placed. They convinced him, that, on thelr
part, there was no fiction, and gratefully received his 25
surance that he would not render them the victims of the
duplicity of their master. In the mean time, Gorparah®
application for powers, and his account of his receptio”
by the British (General, had been received by Sindiah, 81t
determined that unsteady chief to send him the requisit®
powers. They arrived in the British camp a few hot
after the conference on the disavowal had taken place, bu
were still defective in one essential point ;! for amendme?
in respect to which, the General advised Gorparah and b
colleague again to apply. In the mean time, he goliot
an srmistice, and that for both confederates. This, 88 i
ambassador, or expression of a desire for peace, had ¥°
arrived from the Raja of Berar, and as it was impolitic "
allow the hostile princes to negotiate in common, W.alj
lesley positively refused, in regard to the other chieftaly
but granted to Sindiah for the troops in the Decean. ,I
was dated on the 23rd of November ; requiring, that S
diah should take up a position agreed upon, and nob “f’:
proach the British camp nearer than a distance of tweP %
coss, Calenlating upon the division of the confederd® g
finding that the Raja of Berar was proceeding towards I:'II
own territories, that the number of troops he had ¥
him was small, and diminishing every day; ceasing
congequence, to have any apprehension for the territ’rﬂf o
of the Nizam, Wellesley descended the Ghaut by Rajo?

.

- b 4
I They were essentially defective, as they did not enable the envoys t"t ."
any portion of the territory s compensation to the British G(.\-ernm_ﬂﬂid_ﬁ'
the allles, which was required as the basis of the pacification, Mahr. i

261, Ses also Wellington Despatches, 1. 405, 514, 523.—W.




2 '+) BATTLE QF ARGAUM. I l

&
Witha view to support, and cover the operations of Ste- BOOK VI.
bhenson against the fort of Gawilghur. The principal cmap, xu.
Part of the army of the Raja of Berar was encamped
Under the command of his brother, Munno Bappoo, not 1803,
far from Elichpoor ; and the cavalry of Sindiah, who had
1ot yet, ratified the armistice, was encamped at about four
Miles’ distance. Colonel Stephenson had advanced as far
85 Hattee Anderah, on the 28th of November; when,
€ing apprized of the situation of the enemy, and the ap-
Proach of General Wellesley, he prudently halted, to
Suable both armies to co-operate in the attack. They
Joined, on the 20th, at a place within sight of the enemy’s
Camp, Upon the approach of the British, the enemy re-
bired ; and as the troops had performed a very long march
O a very hot day, the General had no intention of pur-
Buit, Bodies of horse were in a little time observed in
front, And, on pushing forward the piquets for taking up
the ground of encampment, the enemy were distinetly
Pérceived, drawn up regularly on the plains of Argaum.
ate as was the period of the day, the General resolved
0 attack. The distance was about six miles. The British
:‘“‘1}’ advanced in o direction nearly parallel to that of the
Hemy’s line, in one column, led by the British cavalry,
#ud covered on the left and rear by the cavalry of Hy-
“fabad and Mysore. The enemy’s line extended above
v:’ miles. Sindiah’s part of the force, consisting of one
1Y heavy body of cavalry, was on the right, having some
Tllf'daf‘ﬁes and other light troops on their outward flank,
¢ village of Argaum, with its extensive enclosures and
€n8, was in the rear of the enemy's line ; in its front
“f““- plain, cut by a number of water-courses. The
ﬁr‘“lsh army was formed in two lines ; the infantry in the
thstb the cavalry in the second; the British, to support
i © Yight, the Mogul and Mysore, the left. The British
]31:: Was not formed exactly parallel to that of the enemy,
With the right a little advanced, to press upon the
op V'8 left. Some timp was spent in forming the order
attle, beeause part' of the infantry which led the
W ot into some confusiont As soon as the line was

' :
Aggpuittes Tagiment tive infantry, which had behaved admirably at
- “ﬁm}w?m Dﬂuicfls::*uocrk  DEOkE, find were ranning off, when the cannoninde

0 General Wollesley wis lnckily at hand, ond was able to rally
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i/formed, the whole advanced in the greatest o ckﬁ

regiments on the right were attacked by a large
Persians, as was supposed, whom they destroyed; &
battalion also on the left received and repulsed a charg®
of Sindiah's cavalry. As the British line advanced, the
enemy retired in disorder, leaving thirty-eight pieces of
cannon, with their ammunition, in the hands of the 8%
sailants. The cavalry continued their pursuit by moon*
light ; but night rendered it impossible to derive many
advantages from the victory. The British loss, in thi®
{ battle, if battle it may be called, was trifling; total 12
Lilled, wounded, and missing, 346.}

After the battle of Argaum, the General resolved to 1058
no time in commencing the siege of Gawilghur. He 8
rived ot Elichpoor on the 5th of December, where
endeavoured to collect information for the attack. Clawil
ghur stands upon a lofty point of a ridge of mountait®
between the sources of the rivers Poorna and Taptee. |
consisted of two forts; the inner, fronting to the sow
where the rock is most precipitous; and the outer, coverit)
the former, toward the north-west and north, Upoh
deliberation, it appeared advisable to make the priucipd.
attack upon the northern side. To this service the corp?
of Uolonel Stephenson was destined, having been equipP"q
for that purpose abt Asseerghur. On the 7th, both divi
sions of the army marched from Elichpoor; that und
Colonel Stephenson, by a road of about thirty miles i
length, through the mountains, the road which led m b
directly to the point of attack ; that under General W
lesley, with all the cavalry, in a different direction, with
view to cover, and if possible assist them, by other attack®
on the south and the west. The march of Colonel )
phenson, through the mountains, was attended with alm?
insuperable difficulties. The heavy ordnance, and 8
were dragged by hand, over mountains, and th{‘ﬂug.t
ravines, for nearly the whole distance, by roads whicl

A s

them and restore the day. He adds, * If 1 had not been there, Iam con¥eals
we should hdve Iost the day. As it was, so much time elapsed be o
could be formed again, that there was not daylight sufflelent for eifoctinll g,
that u'i!‘,_’th have been performed.” Letter to Major Shawe, Desps

| Lieut, Gov.-Gen. in Coungil to the Secrat Committee, duted 28th 9“]’1“, b
inig, 2207 also Caloaits Gazettes, ilid. p. 200—205,~M. Despals




“the 2th, Colonel Stephenson reached his ground, and cmap, xin
at night erected two batteries in front of the north face
of the fort, On the same night the troops of General

cllesloy constructed a battery on the mountain under
She southern gate ; but as it was impossible to get up the
heavy guns, it proved of little advantage. On the even-
Ing of the 14th, the breaches in the walls of the outer
Ort were practicable. Preparations were made during the
Y ; and the assault was to be given on the following
Morning, Beside the party destined for the storm, two
detachments were led, one toward the southern, another
toward the north-west gate, for the purpose merely of
drawing the attention of the enemy, as neither of them
could get into the fort till the storming party should open
the gates. The troops advanced about ten od'clock ; and
the outer fort was soon in possession of the assailants,
The wall of the inner fort was then to be carried. It had
hot been breached, and attempts were made in vain upon
the gate, A place, however, was found, at which the wall
night be escaladed, when Captain Campbell mounted with
the light infantry of the 94th regiment, and opened the
gate. After this the garrison made no resistance. « Vast
Dumbers of them,” says the Cleneral, “were killed, par-
1\"J}lﬂm‘ly at different gates.” !
While the two great divisions of the British army wero
Us engaged, the minor objects of the war had been no
€83 successfully pursued.
The detachment of British troops which had been as-
Sembled af Allahabad, under the command of Lieutenant-
olonel Powell, for the ocoupation of Bundelound, crossed
8 Jumna, and entered that province, on the Gt-h' of
Dtember, The situation of the province at that period
Was briefly as follows :— : i
huttersaul, having succeeded a long line of Hindu
&Mcestors, in the Rajaship of Bundeleund, of whom a con-
Siderable nymber had existed in the state of vassals to
€ Mogul throne, availed himself of the decline of that
mcuarchy’ not only to re-establish his independence, but
'8¢ his dominions. Alarmed, however, at the prospect
What wag likely to follow from the power gnd disposi-

1 Despatches, 1, 650,

1803.
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#ion of his Mahratta neighbours, he sought for p

%0 his house, by securing the favour of the most powerful

———— of the Mahratta leaders. For this purpose, though the

1803,

father of a numerous offspring, he adopted Bajee Rao, the
first Peshwa, as his son; and left him a third part of his
dominions. The rest he divided equally between two of
his sons. Further subdivisions took place in succeeding
generations. Jealousies arose among the different branches
of the family ; and wars ensued. The country, as was the
(habitual state of Hindu countries, was perpetually ravaged
by hostile contentions; and at last so much enfeebled,
that it offered an easy prey to any invader.

While Sindiah made his conclusive attempt, in 1786,
upon the expiring sovercignty of Delhi, the Peshwa joined
in the expedition, with a view of joining also in the
plunder, His object was to obtain the Doab, or distric
between the Jumna and Ganges; and he placed Ali
Bahaudur, the grandson, by an illegitimate father, of
Bajee Rao, the first Peshwa, whom he destined to govern
it in his name, at the head of the troops whom he sent t0
join in the expedition. In the course of the enterprise, &
breach ensued between Sindiah and Ali Bahandur, who
was joined by another chief, named Raja Himmut Bahau-
dur.! Frustrated in their views upon the Doab, which
Sindiah destined, probably from the beginning, for himself;
these two chieftains directed their arms against Bundel-
cund. From the distracted state of the country, it was
speedily overrun, and apparently subdued ; but in a moun-
tainous region, where every village was a fortress, the
authority of the Mahratta government was not easilyy
indeed mnever completely, established. Ali Bahauduf
agreed to yield obedience and tribute to the Peshwa, the
Tatter of which was never in his power. He died in 180
having spent fourteen years without completing the reduc
tion of Bundelcund, one of the fortresses of which, the
celebrated Callinger, he was fruitlessly besieging at the
time of his death, His son, Shumshere Bahaudur, eightees
years of age, was then resident at Poonah ; and the Raj#

! Himmnut Baliador was a religious character, or Gosain, and also 8 soldlgi
of fortane, who was first in the service of the Nawab of Onde, Ho avail
lilmself of the state of anarchy of Bundelkand to establish himself in the pro®
¥ince, and is said to have invited Ali Balipduy to invade it,—W.



TACHMENT IN BUNDELCUND.

audur, who had always retained a great sharé BOOK VI

of Power, and who now found the government at his dis- cmap. xir.

Dosal, appointed a distant relation of the family regent
Uring the absence of the prince.! In this situation were
the affairs of Bundelound, when the Peshwa was driven
from Poonah, and the war broke out between the British
government and the Mahratta chiefs,
In the month of August, 1803, certain alterations were
| 38reed upon between the British government and the
eshwa, in the terms of the treaty of Bassein. Of these
 the Pprincipal were, that the English, in lieu of some of the
Ceded districts, and as a compensation for an additional
Mmber of subsidized troops, should'accept of territory in
indeleund, which it remained for them to subdue,
Yielding, by estimate, a revenue of 36,16,000 rupees.* As
‘Iimn:mt Bahaudur, in the probable success of the Eng-
1sh, anticipated the loss of his own power, he inge-
n:iwﬂl}‘ resolved to assist them in their project, on condis
100 of obtaining an advantageous indemnity to himself,
¢ Was accordingly ready, with a force of about 13,000, o
4,000 men, as soon as the detachment of the British
rmy entered the territory of Bundelound. He joined tha
tachment on the 15th of September ; on the 23rd they
m“'f\"ed, in conjunction, on the bank of the river Cane ;
and found the troops of Shumshere Bahandur, a consi-
“Ctable force, encamped on the opposite side. ~After
Yeducing several forts, and establishing the British au-
thority in the adjacent distriot, they erossed the Cane on
& 10th of October; and on the 13th gave battle to
Umshere Bahaudur ; who reireated with loss, and shortly
ter, despairing of his ability to maintain the contest,
“Y0ssed the river Betwa, and retived from the proyince,
Yor seizing the province of Cuttack, a part of the
B T -
Sl ot s, dnbore, st sty sl o e
h:}{lfe“‘*- Zulphikar Ali, an infao, intending tﬂdcﬁﬁﬁﬁif;i;hi:dl;fn Sl\;ll;g&l:g
kqh}‘l‘] the ri_m,- of Regent, with trlng concl}{':;l_::?m hilt tampar;r_\' Peshiwa,
Troe l-Wr' Uowever, with the sanction of . confinement and assumed th
ctded to Bundelk and, threw his uncle info con » 8
iy i Saaiar, aoni e 3 1o v ovied (i T
Alay;, S Country, and to fuve alded hin in the iy b mrhmotls e e
Med at his violence, and sought his own safety by proposing to the British
liﬁfg?lﬁr inte the provinee, _nnd C“‘Upf"th'?.;ﬁ."h g:’um‘ ;:: ";wsozﬁtuﬂ”"‘fu"];"
um;:}]::ﬂ ﬁund:.]cund. Asiat. Ani Heg. 180G, 30 of the
+ *Letter, ut qupra, T0id: p. 200, 586
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i&, northern division of the Madras army, doing dutyin
Northern Circars, was destined to march from Ganjam,
and to be reinforced by a detachment of 6216 men from

- i
GO :
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1803.  Bengal. Of this detachment, a body of 854 were collected

at Jalasore, to be ready to penetrate into Cuttack, as soon
as the movements of the principal force should render it
nécessary ; 521 were to take possession of Balasore ; and
1300 were to occupy & post at Midnapore, with a view £
support the detachments at Jalasore and Balasore, and
afford protection to the Company’s frontier against any
sudden ineursion of the Raja’s horse. Lieutenant-Colonel
Campbell, the officer chosen to conduct this expeditiO{l;
having been seized with an illness which threatened his
life, Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt was appointed to act it
his stead.

The troops marched from Ganjam on the Sth of Sep-
tember, and on the 14th took possession of Manickpatan
whence the Mahrattas fled upon their approach, Appli~
cation was made to the Brahmens of Juggurnaut to place
the Pagoda under PBritish protection; and with this they
complied. The next object was Cuttack ; but the inup?
dations produced by the rains allowed not the march 0
begin before the 24th of September, and even then ref”
dered it so laborious and slow, being also, in some degre®
harassed by the parties of the enemy’s horse, that it wa#
not completed before the 10th of October. The tow®
yielded without resistance, and operations were begtl
for the reduction of the fort. Of the other detachment®
that appointed to take possession of Ballasore had ther?
landed on the 218t of September, and soon overcame
the resistance by which it was opposed. The detachmen®
formed at Jalasore left that place on the 23rd of SeP”
tember, and on the 4th of October arrived without opp?;
gition at Ballasore. On the 10th of that month, a foree ©
£16 men marched from Balasore, by order of the Governo™
General, to aid Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt in the redu®
tion of Cuttack. Barabutty, the fort of Cubtack, was ®
Elnce of congiderable strength, aud had only one entran":

y a bridge, over a wet diteh of enormous dimensions.
battery, which opened on the morning of the 14th, 12
fow hours took off nearly all the defence, and silenced ¥
guns on one side, when it wag resolved immediately 0
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!
[ “fisdult. In passing the bridge, the storming party, BOOK VI.
}  headed by Lieutenant-Colonel Clayton, were exposed to a cma, xir.

heavy, but ill-directed fire of musquetry from the fort; -
’ aud forty minutes elapsed before they succeeded in blow~  1808.

Ing open the wicket, at which the men entered singly.
0 other gates were forced open after some resistance ;
when the enemy hastened to sbandon the fort. The fall
of this place delivered the whole of the province of Cut-
tack into the hands of the English,!
| The conquest of Sindiah’s territories in Guzerat was
- nade by a force from Bombay, consisting of one European
Tegiment, with a proportion of artillery and sepoys com-
manded byIdeu!;enant—Colonaquothgton. They marched
from Baroda on the 21st of August, and encamped within
wo miles of Baroach on the 23rd, Though the next day,
When the English advanced upon the place, the enemy
Were seen posted, as for resistance, in front of the pettah,
they were soon compelled to retreat within the fort. Nexh
Iorning, Colonel Woodington took possession of the
pettah; and on the 20th, the breach in the fort was
Teported practicable, The storming party were led by
ptain Richardson, and displayed the virtues seldom
Wanting in British troops on such an gceasion, The
enemy resisted with considerable spirif, for a little time;
but then fled, with slight loss to the assailants, After
he capture of Baroach and its dependencies, yielding a
revenue of eleven Jacs of rupees, Colonel Woodington pro-
Seeded against Champanoor, the only distriot which Hin
NOW possessed in the province of Guzerat, It was
defended by a fort, on Powanghur, one of the detached
% Which form so many places of great natural strength
1 Indig, Campaneer, the pettah, was carried by assault
WIth inconsiderable logs, At first the Kelledar of the fort
Tefused o surrender; but, en the 17th of September,
when preparations were made for the assault, he capitu-
ied, and the fort was ocoupied by the British troops:
& Mahratta chieftains were now eager to escape by
Degotiation the ruin which their arms were unable to avert,
"R the evening of the 30th of November, the day after the
tile of Argaum, g vakeel arrived, bearing a lettor from

2 L-ettor ut supr, Tvid, 248—5.—M. Despatches, i, 378, 130.—w, |
*Lestor, ut saiia, Thid, p. 3.~ Despatchen il 416, sop - |
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~/the Raja of Berar, and requesting a conference
1. British General. First,a discussionarose about the origit

~——— of the war; the vakeel maintaining that the British go*

1808.

vernment, General Wellesley maintaining that the Raja,
was the aggressor. The vakeel alleged, that the war com-
menced, because the Raja did not obey the orders of
Colonel Collins, in withdrawing with his troops : Wellesley
affirmed that the war commenced, because the Raja, along
with Sindiah, had assumed a position which threaten
#he British allies. The vakeel contended that the troops
of the Raja were on his own territory : that his presence
there was necessary, both because the contest bebweer
Sindiah and Holkar was destructive to Hindustan, and
because the Peshwa had made a treaty with the English,
contrary to the custom of the Mahratta states. Wellesley
replied, that for mediation between Sindiah and Holkar,
the position taken by the Raja was unnecessary, and thab
with the treaty of the Peshwa the English would give him
10 leave to interfere. The vakeel, as the representativeof
the weakest party, at last declared, that, however the wat
began, his master was very desirous of bringing it to &
end. He was then questioned about his powers, but sak
he had only & commission to learn the wishes of the
British General, and to express tho desire of the Raja t9
comply. Compensation for the injuries of aggression a1
for the expenses of the war was declared to be the on ¥
basis on which the English would treat. The vak
applied for a suspension of arms, which was absolutely
rejected ; and leave to remain i camp, till he whont
reseive powers sufficient to treat, which was also refus
and he was advised to take up his intermediate residenc®
in some of the neighbouring towns.

A second conference took place on the 9th of Decer”
Dber, when the vakeel produced letters from the Raja o
pressing assent to the conditions which the British Get
had presented for the basis of negotiation. The cessid
demanded by the English, to effect the stipulated oottt
pensation, were then described. For the Company ?
whole of the province of Cuttack, including the port &
Balasore. For their ally the Nizam, the country 1% 3
between his own frontier and the river Wurda 0 s
enstyword, and between his own frontier and the hi
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® situated the forts of Gawilghur and Nernulla, to BOOK VI.
th‘{ northward ; together with renunciation of ali the cmae. xin
claims which the Raja might.have ever advanced on any
Part of his dominions. And for their other allies, any of 1803
thﬁ] Zemindars and Rajas, the tributaries or subjects of the

Raja, with whom the English had formed connexions during

the war, the confirmation of all their engagements, The

vakeel exclaimed against the exorbitance of these de-
mands, which were sufficient, he said, not only to reduce,

but entirely to destroy the state of his master.

Major General Wellesley replied, that “the Raja was o
great politician; and ought to have caleulated rather
better his chances of sucocess, before he commenced the
War: but that having commenced it, it was proper
that he should suffer, before he should get out of the
Strape,” !

After several discussions, in which General Wellesley
relaxed only so far as to reserve to the Raja the forts of
Gawilghur and Nernulls, with contiguous districts yield
ing four lacs of annual revenue, the terms of the treaty
Were arranged on the 16th, and signed by the British
General and the Mahratta vakeel, on the 17th of December,

- 1803, The forts weve loft to the Raja, as not being calcu-

labed to be of much advantage to the Nizam, while they
Were necessary to the Raja for coercing the predatory
People on the hills ; and the contiguous districts were
8tanted, in order to leave him an interest in restraining
tha dep_rer]ators, to whose incursions these districts, toge-

& er with the rest of the adjoining country, were con-
inually exposed. Of the country to which the Raja was
thus obliged to resign his pretensions, he had possessed
Wt & sort of divided sovereignty, in conjunction with the
1zam. Tt was originally a part of the Subah of the Deccan;

. but the Mahrattas had cstablished overit a claim, at fivst to
| ONo-fifth, afterwards by degrees to one-hal, at last to fours
hs, and in some parts to the whole, of the revenues,

Thongh an extensive and fertile conntry, it was nof, how-

ever, computed that the Raja had annually realized from

% more thay thirty lacs of rupees.

[ 1
| of tﬂ[““"‘“‘"ﬂml transmitted by General Wellesley to the Governor-General
rﬂI!‘B Sonferences betweon him and the Ambassador of the Reja of Berars
' mn..f“ relating o East India affairs (printed by order of the Mouse of Com-
v dune, 1806), No, 25, p. 124.,
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To some other articles ; as, the exclusion fro

1. vice of Europeans and Americans, the mutual appoint

~——— ment of resident ambassadors, and the renunciation

1803,

the confederacy ; scarcely any objection was experien
on the part of the Raja.! g

If he had not prevented further hostilities by compli-
ance, the British General was prepaved to pursue him t0
Nagpoor, the capital of his dominions, while the froop# "1
Sumbulpore and Cuttack were ready to co-operate, 85

{ General Lake, haying subdued all opposition in Hindusta®
was at liberty to detach a force into Berar?
At the very time of negotiation, the Governor-Genersl
prepared a copious delineation of his views respecting the
objects to be obtained by concluding treaties of peac®
with the belligerent chiefs, and sent it, bearing date the
11th of December, under title of Instructions, to Gene
Wellesley. Even now the formation of what is called &
defensive alliance with Sindiah, that is, the substitutio®
in the service of Sindiah of the Company's troops to Sif"
diah’s own troops, was an ohject of solicitude with the
British ruler: And he prepared two plans of concessior i
one on the supposition of his accepting ; another on the
supposition of his rejecting, the proposition of a subsidi-
ary force, The singular part of the offer was, to mainté2
the subsidiary force, if equal to that which was placed 8¢
Hyderabad, without any expense to Sindiah, and wholly
ot the Company’s expense ; for it was distinctly prop
that for the expense of that force, no assignment of
ritory beyond that of which thecession would at all eve?
be exacted of him, nor any other funds whatsoever, sl
be required.?
By the ratifiation of the treaty with the Raja of Berar
the whole of the forces under General Wellesley were
to act against Sindiah : the troops which had been o
ployed in reducing the posséssions of that chief in Gue
zerat, having accomplished that service, were now reifdy
to penetrate into Malwa to his capital, Ougein, for whit
purpose they had actually marched to the frontier of
sorab: and the detachment which had been prepared 4

1 Memorandum, uf supra; Letter of General Wellesley to the Go¥
General; and copy of the treaty, Ibid, p. 122—132.

2 Notes relative to the peace, Ibid. p. 183,
3 Instructions of Governor-General, parag. 62. Ibid, p. 121,
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! e to co-operate in the subjugation of Berar, BOOK VI
ight now commence operations on the unsubdued do- HAP. 31t
minions of Sindiah.! 1803,

Tt was not till the S8th of December that the various
artifices of that chieftain, to procrastinate, and to evade
the proposition of admitting compensation as the basis of
negotiation, were terminated. His vakecls insisted thas,
as his losses were still greater than those of the English,
if compensation were the question, itwas to him that the
greater compensation would be due. It was answered,
that he was the aggressor. But %his was the point in
debate ; this was what Sindiah denied. He was given,
however, to understand, that he was the unsuccessful
party, and of this he had a bitter and certain experience.
A long discussion ensued on the cessions to which, under
the title of compensation, the English laid claim. A fur-
ther conference took place on the 11th. Other conferences

- followed, on the 24th, the 26th, and the 28th ; when com-
Pliance was expressed with the terms; from which it was
found that the English would not recede. Oh the follow-
ing day, the treaty was signed. The Maharaja ceded all
his rights of sovereignty, in the country between the
J umna and the Ganges, and to the northward of the terri-
tories belonging to the Rajas of Jeypoor, Jodepoor, and
Gohud ; he ceded the fort and territory of Baroach ; the
fort and territory of Ahmednugger ; all the possessions
Which he had held on the south side of the Adjuntee hills

to the Godavery river ; all claims upon his Majesty Shah

Aulum, or to interfore in his affairs ; and all elaims of

every description upon the British government, or any of

its allies, the Subahdar of the Decoan, the Peshwa, and

Anund Rao Gaekwar, Provision was made for the inde-

Pendence of all those minor states, in the region of the

Jumna, which had formerly borne the yoke of Sindiah, but

made engage1ne;1t3 with the English during the recent

War. The fort of Asseerghur, the city of Boorhanpore,

the forts of Powanghur, and Gohud, with the tervitories

dt‘pehding upon them, were restored. Sindiah was also
allowed to retain certain lands in the vicinity of Ahmed-

! Notes relative to the peace with the confedorate Mahratta chieftaing, Ibig,
LM, Despatehes, ili, 497, —W.



CHAP, XIIL

-1808.

_HISTORY OF BRITISH m‘nm.'(S‘I J

. nugger ; and within the cessions which he had made i
the north, his claims were allowed to certain lands which

he represented as the private estates of his family, and to
the possession of which none of the rights of sovereignty
were to be annexed. Certain Jaghires and pensions, which
Sindiah or his predecessor had granted to individuals,
either of their family, or among their principal servants,
in the ceded countries, or upon their revenues, were con-
firmed, to the amount of seventeen lacs of rupees per
annum. Sindisk most readily engaged not to receive into
his service any Frenchman, or the subject of any Huro-
pean er American power, that might be at war with the
British government. Lastly, an article was inserted,
leaving the way open to form afterwards an additio
treaty for a subsidiary alliance ; which, in this case, was
nob t0 be subsidiary ; for the English government stipi-
lated to afford the troops their pay and subsistence, with-
out compensation either in money or land.!

Of theso cessions, it was agreed, between the British
government and its allies, that the territory situated to
the westward of the River Wurda and the southward of
the hills on which were the forts of Clawilghur and Nur-
nulla, together with the territory between the Adjuntee
hills and the River Godavery, should belong to the Nizam;
that Ahmednugger and its territory should belong to the
Peshwa, to whose capital it so nearly approached ;
that all the rest should belong to the English. The minor
princes in the region of the Jumna, who formerly bore

1 The reasons for this measure are thus explained by General Wellesloy:
© Under these cirenmstances,” (the inability of Sindiah, with his rednced T8*
soirees, to resist Holkar,) * [ thought it expedient to hold forth to Sindialt
option of becoming & party fo the general defensive alliance ; and asa fu
inducement to him to agree to that treaty, to engage that the assistance to
given to liim shonld oceasion no further diminution of his 1 ‘";
induced to make this last engagement by the consideration that Sindiah wotl
not seree to the treaty of general defensive alliance, although Lis ministers
proposed that he should unite himself more closely withr the Compuny, i
waus to be obliged to pay for the assistance which he shopld receive ; and thats
if he does agree to that treaty, the peace of India 5 socured as far as v can hﬂ?l
by human means. 1 have every reason to pelieve also, thut when Sindiah W
wind up his affairs at ihe close of tlus war, he will not have 8 disposabile ¢l o
revenue, such as the British Government would require to pay the expenses
the furce which might be given to him.” Wellington Despatehes, i, 561 The
reasuns, therefore, were simply that Sindiah would not, and coul not bear the
Gukt of the subsidiary force; and as it was considered an cbject of great polt-
ticel importmice that it shonld be furnished, the British Government 1
aﬁrmp;ﬂ{fd 1o it a portion of the revepue which they bad taken away

T ~—W.




ATIES WITH NATIVE PRINCES.

ok of Sindiah, and whom it was the policy of the BOOK VI
‘Overnor-General now to render dependent upon the Bri- cmar. xis.
tish government, and to form of them a sort of barrieron
the British frontier against any aggression of the Mah- 1803,
ratta powers, were the Rajas of Bhurtpore, Jodepore, Jye-
Poor, Macherry, and Boondee, the Rana of Gohud, and
Ambajee Rao Inglia.

With the first five of these minor princes, who were
B-!I‘Gﬂ-(ly in possession of acknowledged sovereignties, trea-
ties of alliance were formed, on condition that the English
should take no tribute from them, nor interfere in the
affairs of their government ; that, in case of the invasion
of the Company’s territory, they should assist in repelling
the enemy ; and that the Company should guarantee their
dominions against all aggression, they defraying the ex-
Penge of the aid which they might receive. The case of
the remaining two chieftains required some further ar-
rangements, The Rana of Gohud had been dispossessed
of his territories by Sindiah ; and all of them, together
with the neighbouring districts, had been consigned to
Ambajee, one of Sindiah’s leading commanders, as renter.
Ambajee had deserted Sindiah during the war ; and it was
now determined to make & partition, in sovereignty, of the
territories which he rented, between him and the Rana of
Gohud, reserving the fort and city of Gualior to the Com-
bany. The same condition was contracted, as in the case
of the other three princes, respecting mutual defence ; but
1t was appointed that three battalions of the Company’s
Bepoys should be stationed with the Rana, and paid for

¥ him, at the rate of 75,000 rupees a month,

The condition to which Sindiah was reduced, by the
War, and by the sacrifices which he had made for the at-

Mment of peace, excited in his breast the liveliest ap-
Prehensions with regard to the power and designs of
i olkar; and he now applied himself in earnest to inter-
Pose, if possible, the shield of the Company between

! Momorand: stween Major-General the Hon. Arthur
‘ellomy,ﬁ;ﬁﬂ?un‘{ntmzﬁ';?mﬁm Rao Sindiah; Letter from General
eiley to Governnr-General ; Treaty of peace with Sindinh; and treaties
With the Rajas of Bhurtpore, &e. 1bid. p. 132—164: and the Governor-
Clieral's « Notes relative to the peace concluded between the British Governs
ent and the confederate Mahratta cliieftains, and to the various questions
Brising out  he terms of the pacification.” Ibid, p. 117199,



