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415, last paragraph, for Zun read Tonne.
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417, note 1, for Y.27 réad 0,127.



fncipal town of wha

s History of Indiar and Easter




TRAVELS IN INDIA

CHN BT

Route from IsvanaN fo Acra by (way of ) GOMBROON,!
where jﬁmfz’zcm’zw mention is made qf the navigation
ﬁ*om HORMW fo SURAT.®

1 smart follow in this account of my Indian travels the
same order as [ have observed in that of my Persian
travels, and [ shall commence with the description of

the routes by which one can go from Ispaman to

Daurnt and JanAn£sAp, where the Grear Mocur at

present resides,
Although Inpra presents a frontwr towards Prrsia

of more than 400 leagues, extending from the ocean
up to that long chain of mountains which traverses the

centre of AsiA from west to east, and has been known
to antiquity under the name of Mounrt TaAuRrRUS or
Mount Caucasus,’ there are, notwithstanding, not so

L Gomron in the original, for Gombroon, the modern Bandar Abbds,. .

2 Ormus in the original, the modermn Hormuz, more properly Hur-

| miiz, formerly a city and kingdom near the mouth of the Persian Gulf

8 Surate in the original, the modern Surat, spelt Suratte in the

Erench edition of 1713.

& Mount Taurus or Mount Caucasus. The former name was used
by some of the ancient geographers for a supposed continuous range

from west 10 east, through the whole of Asia, and embracing the real



many ways for passing from Persta into INDIA as
there are for passing from TurkeY into Prrsta, because
between Persia and Inpia there are only sands and
vast deserts where one finds no water at all. Ihus,

| '_n__Ql_‘_dﬁ.r_m_,o_fmm IquAN to AGRA there are buLJ.m

~roufes to select from-«-on artly by land and partly
Jby..sea, by taking sh1p at! Homwz and. -the other

- altogether by Iand passing through CANDAHAR. The
first of these routes has been fully described up to
Hormuz towards the' end of the last book of my

travels in PERrsia} and I have now to s-pt':ak' of the

_navigation from Hormuz to SuraT]

Navigation in the Indian seas”1s not carried on at
all seasons, as it is in our European seas, and it is
necessary to take the proper season, outside the limits

“of which no one ventures to put to sea. The months
of November, December, January, Febiuary, and
March, are the only months in the year in which one
embarks at Hormuz for Surar, and at Sumar for
Horwuz : with this difference, however, that one rarely
leaves SuraT later than the end of February,® but for
leaving HormUuz one may wait till the end of March,

Taurus of Asia Minor, the Persian Elbruz, the Hindu Kush, and the
Flimalayas. ¢ The boundaries of India on the north, from Ariana to
the Eastern Sea, are the extremities of Taurus, to the several parts of
which the natives give, besides others, the names of Paropamisus,
Emodus, and Imaus (Himalaya); but the Macedonians call them
Caucasus,” etc. (Strabo, Bk, xv, c. i, § 11; Bohn’s ed., trans. by
Falconer and Hamilton, vol. iii, p. 78.) , _

: 1 Book V, chaps. xx, xxi, xxii, p. 653 e seq.  The second route up
to Candahar is described in Book 'V, chap. xxiv, p. 693, Persian Travels,
Paris edition of 1676.

2 This indication of the periods of the monsoons is of ‘Interest. It
is availed of by M. Joret, in his /. B. Zavernicr, Paris, 1886, p. 64, as
a factor in determining the dates of Tavernier’s journeys, regarding
whicli his direct statements are so few, vague, or even contradictory.
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| 'and even tdl the I 5th of Aprll becauee then hel we,st—

. ern wind which brmgs, tthe rains to Inpta begins to|

blow. During the first four months a wind from th,e: S
north-east prevails with  which one. may sail from

'..bUI\AT to HOI\MIT?' in fifteen. or twenty days : after-

‘ .I'Wards, veering by degrtes to the north, it serves equally

. the vessels which go to Surar and those which are
. coming from it, and during this period the merchants

. generally reckon on spending thirty or thirty-five days
~at sea; but when you wish to go from Hormuz to
| Surar in fourteen or fifteen days, you must embark in

the month of March or at the beginning of April, because

_then you have the western wind astern all the way.

Vessels leaving Hormuz steer for Muscar,' on the
coast of ARrABIA, in order not to approach too near to

that of Prrsia, and to give it a wide berth. Those
which are coming from SURAT do the same, in order

to find the entrance to the gulf, but neither the one nor

the other ever touch at Muscar, because custom dues .

have to be paid to the Ardbmn Prince who took this
place from the Portuguese.

‘Muscar is a town on the sea-coast, opposite to

three rocks, which render the approach to it very
difficult, and it lies at the foot of a mountain upon
which the Portuguese had three or four forts. = It may
be remarked that Muscat, Hormuz, and Bassora ®? are

.the three places in the East where the heat is most
'unbearable.  Formerly the English and Dutch mono-
 polised this navigation ; but for some years past the

1 Mascaté in the original, the modern Muscat, or more properly

 Mskat, the capital of Oman, in North-East Arabia.

2 Balsava in the original, Balsora of the Aradlan Nights, the
modern Bassora (Sasra), in the Persian Gulf,

Tmmmﬁmmmmq L @L |
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| Armemam, Muhamm'ulans of INDIA and Bzmzcmsl ]so

have vessels,_upon which, however, one does not feel

| so safe as on those of the Franks,? because necessarily

the Indians do not understand the sea so well, and have

‘not such good pilots.

Vessels sailing for Surat, which is the only port in

. the whole empire of the Grear Mocur, steer for Diu

and Pornt St. Jran,® and then anchor in the roads at

' Suwary* which is only four leagues distant from Surar,

and but two from the mouth of the river, bearing from

it northwards. They carry the merchandise from one

place to the other either by cart or by boat, because

- large vessels cannot enter the river at SUrAT, until after

they are unloaded, on account of the sandbanks which

.':;I-ar'e at the mouth, The Dutch return after having
landed their goods at. Suwiri, and the English did the

same, neither being permitted to enter into the SURAT
river ; but since, some time back, the King has granted
to the latter a place to winter ® in during the rainy season.

SURAT is a city of moderate size, with a poor
fortress, which you must pass, whether approaching it
by water or by land. It has four towers at its four

} Ramianes in the original, see Book 111, <hap, iii, and Index,
¢ Francs in the original, and Franguis on p, 50, nan nes in the Fast
for all Europeans except Greeks; Pers. Farangi,

3 Diu and Point St, Jean. Diu is on an island (from Whu:h fact
the name is detived——dwipa, Sanskrit for an island) off the southern
extremity of Gujarit, [t occupies an important position in the history
of the Portuguese, and still belongs to them. St, Jean is the portiin
Gujardt cailed Sajin or Sanjén, the Sindén of Arab writers, corrupted
by the Portuguese into San Gens and the English into St. John's.  (See
Yule and Burnell, dnglo-Indian Glossary, s. 9. St. John’s, p. 501.)

+ Souali in original, a roadstead near the mouth of the Tdpti (o2
Gy P 671): ;

5 The term winter (Ziver) is used by several early writers on India
to indicate the rainy season, viz. June to October,




‘merely commands the soldiers of the garrison, and
possesses no authority in the city, which has its own
| separate Governor to receive the customs and the other
revenues of the King throughout the extent of his'
ik Province, The walls of the city are of earth, and the
i | I houses of private persons are merely barns, being built
of nothing- but reeds, covered with cow-dung mixed with
«clay to fill the interstices, and to prevent those outside
from seeing between the reeds that which is done inside.
In the whole of SUrAT there are only nine or ten well-
 built houses, and the Sidi-bandar,' or chief of the
merchants, has two or three of them. The others be-
long to the Muhammadan merchants, and those of the
%  English and Dutch are not the least fine, every presi-
| dent and commander taking care to keep them in repair,
the cost of which they charge against the accounts of
their companies. These dwellings are, nevertheless,
4 only hired houses, the King not permitting any frank
'~ to possess a house of his own, fearing that he would
have that of which he might make a fortress. The
Reverend Capuchin Fathers have built a very com-
maodious one upon the model of the houses of Eurore,
with @& beautiful church, and I myself furnished a large
portion of the money which it cost; but the purchase
.had to be made under the name of a Maronite merchant
of ALerro® named CHELEBI, of whom [ have spoken in
my account of PERSIA.

L Cha-bander in original, Skdh-bandar, ie Governor of the port
or harbour and customs master, {

4 Alep in original, for Aleppo, described Book II, cap. ii, p. 134, of
the Persian Travels, Paris, 1876,

~ angles; and as the walls are not terraced, the guns are
placed upon scaffoldings.  The Governor of the fortress
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CHABTER I

- Concermang the Customs, the Money, the Hxchange, the
|  Wedghts, and the Measures of INDIA.

Ix order to avoid repetition, which one cannot escape. .
‘in the course of a long journey, it is desirable to make

the reader acquainted from the first with the practice

. an Inpia in reference to customs, money, exchange,
. measures, and weights.

As soon as merchandise is landed at Surart it

. has to be taken to the custom-house, which adjoins

the fort.  They are very strict and search persons

 with great care. Private individuals pay as much as 4
~and 5 per cent duty on all their goods; but as for

the English Company and the Dutch Company, they

pay less. But I believe likewise that, taking into

account what it costs them in deputations and in
presents, which they are obliged to make every year
at court, the goods cost them scarcely less than they do

private persons.

Gold and silver pay 2 per cent, and as soon as they
have been counted at the custom-house the Mintmaster !
comes to take them, and coins them into money of the

1 The Mintmaster was called Darogie (of the mint); the assays
were made by the Sazrafi; other officials in the mints were the Amin,
who was a kind of spy on the others; the Muskrif, to keep the accounts,

Lieto, '(See Az’fz-z‘-A;&Mn‘, Blochmann'’s transl., vol. i, p. 18.)
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“country, which he hands over to you, in proportion to .
the amount and standard of your silver. You settle
with him, according to the nature of the amount, a day
when he is to give the new coins, and for as many
days as he delays to do so beyond the term agreed
upon he pays interest in proportion to the silver which &
he has received. The Indians are cunning and exact-
ing in reference to coin and payments; for when
- money has been coined for three or four years it has
to lose L per cent, and it continues in the same
proportion according to age, not being able, they
' say, to pass through so many hands without some
diminution.

You may carry all sorts of silver into the Empire of
the Grear Mocur, because there is a mint in each of
the frontier towns, where it has to be refined to the
highest standard, as is all the gold and silver in INDIA,
by order of the King, and it is coined into money of
the country. Bar silver, or old silver plate which has
been bought without payment for the workmanship, is
that which has the least to lose, for on coined silver
one cannot avoid the loss on coinage. Sales are in
general conditional on payment being made in money

pieces it is necessary to submit to loss, according to
the time they have been coined, as I have said above.
In all places at a distance from towns, where the
common people do not understand silver well, and
where there are no Changers, they will not receive a
piece of silver till they put it into the fire to ascertain

L The method of assaying which was practised in India iy described

in the A#u-s-Akbdri, and upon it there are some important, remarks and
explanatory notes to be found in Perey’s Metalluvay of Gold and Silver,
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coined during the current year ; and if one pays in old i
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TRAVELS I INDIA' '

river crossings.!  As their boats are made of osiers,

covered only with ,ﬁxhide, and are consequently very

light,” they keep them in the woods, and will not take
them on their shoulders for crossing the water before

' they have received their payment.

In so far as regards gold, the merchants who import
it use so much cunning in order to conceal it, that but
little of it comes to the knowledge of the customs’
officers, They do all they can to evade paying the

' customs, especially as they have not so much risk to

run as in the custom-houses of Evrore. For in those
of Ixpra, when any one is detected in fraud, he is let
off with paying double, 1o per cent instead of 5, the
King comparing the venture of the merchant to a
game of hazard, where one plays double or quits.
However, for some time back this is somewhat
changed, and it is to-day difficult to settle with the

customs’ officers on that condition, The King has
“conceded to the English Captains that they shall not be
searched when they leave their vessels to come on

shore; but one day an English Captain, going to
Tarra,® one of the largest towns of Inpia, a little above
Sinoy,* which is at the mouth of the river Inpus,® when

1 Only a few years ago | found the people in a remote part of the
District of Raipur, in the Central Provinces, most: unwilling to accept
any payment in silyer ; they would take copper, but preferred cowries.

% Coracles, See Book I, chap, xvili, and Index for further references
to then.

& Tata in the original, the modern Tatta, in Sind (see p. 17), a
faluf in 'the Kardchi Distriet,

4 Scimdi in the oviginal, sometimes writtefi Simdi by Tavernier—
e.g. p. 17—for Sindi, the Province of Sind, derived from the River
Sind, Z.e. Indus.

5 River of Indou in the original, f.e. Hindii or Sindi-—the Indus river,
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if it is goc_d ~and this is practised esptcnally at the'
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out to passj was arrestcd by the cusloms guards,
from whom he could not defend himself, and who
searched him in spite of anything he could say.  They
found gold on him, he having already conveyed some
in sundry journeys between his vessel and the town ;
he was let off on payment of the ordinary duty. The
Englishman, vexed by this affront, resolved to have
his revenge for it, and he took it in a jocose manner.
He caused a sucking-pig to be roasted, and to be
placed with the grease in a china plate, covered with a
napkin, and gave it to a slave to carry it with him
to the town, anticipating exactly that which would
happen. As he passed in front of the custom-house,
where the Governor of the town, the Skid/-bandar,
and the Master of the mint were seated in a divan,
they did not fail to stop him, and, the slave still
advancing with his covered plate, they said to the
master that he must needs go to the custom-house, and
that they should see what he carried. The more the
Englishman protested that the slave carried nothing
which should pay duty, the less was he believed ; and
after a long discussion he himself took the plate from
the hands of the slave, and proceeded to carry it to the
custom-house, The Governor and the Shdk-bandar
asked him forthwith, in a sharp tone, why he was
unwilling to obey orders, and the Englishman, on his
part, replying in a rage that what he carried was not
liable to duty, rudely threw the plate in front of them,
so that the sucking-pig and the grease soiled the whole
place, and bpla&.hecl on their garments. As the pig is an
abomination to the Muhammadans, and since by their
law they regard as defiled whatever is touched by it
it became necessary for them to change their garments,
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‘remove the carpet from the dwan, and to makt. c 1
"new structure, without daring to say anything to the

Englishman, because the Shih-bandar and the Master

of the mint have to be particular with the Company,

_ from which the country derives so much profit. = As

for the Chiefs of the-Companies, both English and

Dutch, and their associates, they have so much respect

for them that they never search them when they come

from the vessels; but they, for their part, do not
attempt to convey gold in secret as the private mer-

chants do, considering it beneath them to do so. The

\commerce of Tarra, which was formerly considerable,

is beginning to decrease rapidly, because the entrance

to the river becomes worse from day to day, and the

~sands which accumulate almost close the passage.

The English, seeing that they had adopted the
custom of searching them, had recourse to little strata-
gems in order to pass the gold, and the fashion of
wearing wigs having come to them from Eurors, they
bethought themselves of concealing the Jacobuses, rose
nobles, and ducats in the nets of their wigs every time
Jthat they left their vessels in order to go on shore.l
There was a merchant who dtmrud to take into SURAT
some boxes of coral without its coming to the knowledge
of the customs’ officers.  The vessel being ready to
_enter the river, he had the boxes tied to the stern, and
‘being two or three feet under the water, those who
came to examine the goods on the vessel were unable
to see them. Several days passed before the goods

1 Frauds were committed on the customs regarding expotts, 100, as
will be seen on subsequent pages. M. Thevenot also mentions that he
knew people who had conveyed away, with the aid of the Dutch com-
mander, numerous precious stones and other costly articles without
paying any custom dues.  (Peyage des Indes, Paris, 1684, p. 5.) :




‘were unladen, and before it became possible to convey

the boxes in safety into the town without the customs’
officers having wind of it. The thing was at length
cleverly accomplished, but the merchant had cause to
repéht of it, and he found himself on the wrong side of
the account; for, since the river at Surat is always
disturbed and thick, there attached itself to the coral,
which had been a long time in the water, a sort of

.slime like a crust, and a white skin, which they had

much trouble to remove, and after it was cleaned the
loss to the merchant exceeded 12 per cent.

I now come to the coins which are current in INDIA
throughout the territories of the GreAaT Mocut, and to
all the kinds of gold and silver, which should be carried
in ingots, rather than in coin, in order to secure most
profit there.

In the first place it should be remarked that it is
advantageous to purchase gold or silver which has
been worked, in order to make it into ingots, and to
cause it to be refined up to the highest standard; for,
being refined, you do not pay for the carriage of the
alloy which was mixed with it before, and not carrying
the gold or silver in coin, you do not pay what the
prince and the mint have taken for their coinfge dues.

If you take coined gold, the best pieces are rose
nobles,! old Jacobuses,? Albertuses,® and other ancient
picces, both of PorTucAL and other countries, and all
sorts of gold coins which have been coined in the last
century.  On all these old pieces there is always some

1 Rose nobles: a noble was an English coin, worth 6s. 8d.
2 Jacobus, an English coin of James I, worth about 25s,
8 Albertases. The Alberts Dutch dollar, a silver coin, was worth

in exchange something less than the rix-dollar, or 45 6d. ; 1 have failed
to identify any gold coin with the above name.

b



Among the good gold coins
which one may carry to Inniaall the ducats of Germany,
both those of princes and those of imperial towns, as
also the ducats of Poranp, Huncary, SWEDEN, and
Dexmarg must be included; and all these kinds of ducats
are taken at the same standard. The golden ducats of
Venice formerly passed as the best, and were each
valued at four or five of our so/s' more than all the
others ; but, since twelve years or thereabouts, it seems
that they altered them, so that they are not valued now
save at the same price as the others, There are still
 the ducats which the GRAND SEICNEUR coins at CAIro,?
and those of Sarer® and Morocco,* but these three
coins arc the least valuable of all, and are generally
worth four so/s less than the others.

Throughout the Empire of the Grear Mocur all
the gold and silver is weighed by a weight called Z0/a,
which amounts to 9 deniers 8 grains of our weight.”
When one has a quantity of gold or silver to sell, the
Indians have brass weights, with the King's stamp, to
avoid fraud ; and with these weights they weigh all the
gold or silver at a time, provided it does not exceed
one hundred Zo/as. For all the weights of the Changers
only range from one fo/a up to one hundred, and these
hundred Zo/as are equivalent in our weight to 38 onces
21 deniers 8 gravns. As for the sgold or silver which

1 5 sols=4ld. (See Appendix.)

2 Caire in the original,

8 Salé in the original, the ancient Sala and modern Salee, on the
north-west coast of Africa.

4 Maroc in the original,

5 Tollx in the original, Tola therefore==224 French grs.=187.5
grains Troy, The present British tola = 180 grains Troy, 4.e. the weight
of the rupee,
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% et
i /té)t comed f there is much, they put it to the test,

an_d the test having been applied, they bid for it as
highly as they can, out of jealousy of one another. '
As there are merchants who have sometimes up to
forty and fifty thousand ducats® and more, the Indians
weigh them with a weight which is exactly that of one
hundred ducats, and also bears the King’s stamp. And
should it happen that the hundred ducats weigh less
than this weight, they add small stones till the weights
are equal, and when the whole amount is weighed you
make good to the Changer the value of the weights
of these same stones, DBut before weighing these
golden coins, be they ducats or be they other coins,
they place the whole in a large charcoal fire, where the
pieces become red-hot, after which they put out the
fire by throwing on water, and then they withdraw
them. This is done for the purpose of ascertaining
which of them are false, and in order to burn the wax
or gum which they sometimes attach adroitly, in order
that they may weigh more. But since some of the
pieces are so well forged that they cannot detect them
even after they have been in the fire, in order to dis-
cover such the Changers take them one after the other,
to bend them, and by bending them they know if the
coin is good, and they cut all those which are not.
After having seen all, they cause to be refined those
which they believe to be not good ; and for so much
of good that they have found in this refining they pay
as for good ducats. Of all this gold they make coins,
which they call golden rupees,® with the exception of
1 50,000 ducats at 9s. 4d. = £23,500.

2 Golden rupees (meohur Hin)., These were of different values; but
those with which Tavernier had to do averaged, as will be seen further




““the ducats which have a face on one side ; these they

who come from Tarrary and the other countries of
the North, as the kingdoms of Buurin,! Assam,? and
others more distant. It is of this kind of ducat that
the women in these countries make their principal
ornament : they hang them in their hair, and they rest
on their forcheads. As for the other ducats which are
without faces, they are not esteemed by the merchants
of the North.

With reference to all the other gald coins, they
sell many to the goldsmiths, to the gold-drawers, and
‘in general to all those who employ gold in their work.
For if they can dispose of them without making them
into rupees, they do not coin them; this indeed they
seldom do, except when they place the kings on the
throne, in order to make largesse of them to the people,
together with silver rupees, and in order to sell them
to the Governors of Provinces who require quantities,
as also to the other nobles of the kingdom, to present
to the King on the day when he enters into possession
of his territories. For they do not always find jewels
or other things worthy to be presented to him, not
only on this day, but also at the grand ceremonial, of
which I shall speak elsewhere, when they weigh the
King every year. They are, I say, very glad to obtain
golden rupees on these occasions, and they require

on, from 14 to 14} silver rupees in value, say 31s, 6d. to 328, (See
p. 19 2.)

1 Boutan in the original. But the limits of the region referred to
by Tavernier, extended far beyond those of the modern Bhut4n, (See

Index for further references. )
% Assam. Assen in the original appears to be an unusual spelling

of Assam.  (See Index for further references.)

seldom melt, because they sell them to the merchants
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‘I‘E—IE VIRTUE cJF GOI DEN RI'PEES i 'j' 17

-__m' a]so i order to ll‘hlke preseuts to thc courtiers,

by whose interest they hope to obtain higher appoint-
' ments and more considerable offices of government.

In one of my journeys | saw by an example, which
1 had before my eyes, wherein the virtue of these golden
rupees lay. Smin-Janin,' the father of AURANGZEB,
who reigns at present, had given to one of the nobles
of his court the government of the province of TATTA,

‘of which Stxpr is the capital town.? Although from the

very first year of his government there were serious
complaints against him of the tyranny with which he

treated the people, and of his great extortions, the King

allowed him to govern the Province for close on four
years, after which he recalled him. All the people of
TATTA rejoiced, supposing that the King had only re-
called him to put him to death. But it happened quite
otherwise, for he was well received by the King, who
conferred upon him the government of ALLAHABAD,®
much more considerable than that of Tarra which he
had just quitted. This good reception which he re-
ceived from the King arose from this, that before he

arrived at Acra he sent to him secretly as a present

50,000 golden rupees, which amount to 105,000* of our
livres, and about 20,000 more golden rupees, both for
the Becum Saure, who then governed the whole king-
dom, and for other ladies, and for some courtiers who
were able to aid him with their support. All these

I Cha Gehan in the original.

2 Tatta and Sindi (see p. 10 ). The chief town was known as
Dewal or Diul Sindi, a name sometimes transferred in later days to
Larry Bunder (LAri bandar), ete.  (See Anglo-Indian Glossary.)

8 Halabas in the original, elsewhere spelt Hallabas.

4 This is wrong, as, at 21 Jwres to the golden rupee, the figure
should be 1,050,000,

VOL, 1 ! ¢
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~éourtiers are very glad to obtain in that way plenty o
gold, not onljy?because it occupies small space, and they
are able to conceul it easily, but also because they hold
it honourable to leave to their wives and children, at
their deaths, large sums, of which the King could not
‘have any knowledge: for, as 1 shall say further on,

. when a great noble dies the King inherits his property,
and his wife only remains mistress of her jewels,

To return to the golden rupees. It should be
stated that they are not current among the merchants ;
for although one is not worth more than 14 silver
rupees, which are equal to z1 Jiwres of our money, at
130 sods to the rupee,’ and that these golden rupees are
scarcely ever to be met with save in the houses of the
nobles, étill when it happens that they make any pay-

- ment with them they always desire to estimate them at
a silver rupee, or at least at a quarter more than they
are worth,' by which the merchant cannot make his
profit. Suirsrd KuAx,” uncle of the King, to whom I
sold commodities for 96,000 rupees,” when it came to
the question of payment, asked me in what money I
wished that he should make it to me, whether in gold
or silver coin. Before 1 replied, he added that if I
would believe him I would take it in golden rupees,
and that he did not give this advice but under the

! belief that it would turn.to his own advantage. [ told

L 30 sols = 28, 3d.= one rupee, and the /e therefore = 1s, 6d.
(See Appendix to this volume,)

2 Cha Mst Kan in the orts‘gina], Shdistd Khdn, for a long time
Subaddr of Bengal,

3 This was at Ahmaddbdd, at the end of 1652.  (See Book I, chap.
xix.) | A'second sale to Shdistd Khdn took place in 1660, at Choupar
(Sholdpur) in the Deccan (see p. 31); and a third at Dacca in 1600,
(See Book I, chap. viii.)

'l
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“him that | would follow his advice, and he immediately
~ordered them to count out golden rupees to the amount
‘which was due to me; but he claimed to give the
golden rupee for 144 of silver,! although among the

merchants they only pass for fourteen. [ was not
. ignorant of that, but I thought it would answer better
to receive my payment as this Prince wished to make
it to me, in the hope of recompensing myself otherwise
to the extent of what he wished to make me to lose, or
at least of a part of it, I allowed two days to pass,
after which I went to see him in order to say that I
had ‘endeavoured to dispose of these rupees for the
price at which I had received them, but that I had
done so unavailingly ; and that accordingly, upon the
payment which he had made me of 96,000 rupees, I
should lose 3428%, the golden rupee which he wished
me to take at 144 rupees not being worth more than
fourteen ; whereupon he flew into a passion, and told
me that he would give so many strokes of the slipper
to the Dutch Changer or Broker, which he would
remember (for in India they never speak of blows with
a stick), believing that he was the cause of what I had
come to say to him, for not having been willing to take
~ the golden rupees at the price which he had given
them to me, and that he would teach these people to
understand money, and that these were all old rupees,
and that they were worth %th of a silver rupee more
than those that were made then. As I knew the
humour of Asiatic princes, with whom it is useless to
excite oneself, I allowed him to say all he wished, and
observing that he became quieter and began to smile,

1 If we take the gold mohur at 31s. 6d., the value of the rupee at 14
wauld be 2s, 3d., and at 144 would be zs. 2d.  (See pp. 16 72 and 18 7.}
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I asked him to permit me to bring back on the follow-
ing day the amount which he had caused to be counted
out to me, or that he would give me the balance of my
payment which was still due, and that I would take the
golden rupee at 1444 rupees, as he had told me that it
‘was value for so much.! The Prince then regarded
me askance for some time without saying a word to
me, and then he asked me whether I had with me that
pearl which he had not been willing to buy. ' I replied
that I had, and thereupon drew it from my bosom and
gave it to him. It was a large pearl of good water,
but badly shaped ; this had prevented him from taking
it before.
After I had given it to him, ‘‘ Say no more about
it,” said he. “In a word, how much do you want for
/ this pearl” 1 asked him 7000 rupees for it, and it is
true that rather than carry it back to France I would
have taken 3000. ¢ If I give you,” he replied, ¢ 5000?
rupees for this pearl, you will be well repaid for the
loss which you say you have sustained on the golden
rupees. Come to-morrow and I shall pay you 5000
rupees. [ desire that you should leave contented, and
you shall have in addition a 2%i/'a¢® and a horse.” I
then made him a bow, and besought him to give me a
young horse, fit for work, as I had a long journey to
make. I accordingly received, on the following day,

I In Book I, chap. xix, alluding to the same transaction, he says he
received them at' 144th rupees, ‘M. Joret, p. 158 #, has, I think; mixed
up this transaction with the one which took place at Sholdipir, as
mentioned on p. 18 ., in the year 1660, = (See also p, 31.)

2 In the earliest edition this figure is by an obvious misprint given
as 7000, In the 1679 edition it is 5000, which is adopted here.

8 Calaat in the original, for &illut, properly khil’at; Hin.; a robe

of honour,
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hra hdd promised, the robe, mantle, two waist bands, )
and the turban, which constitute, as [ have elsewhere
remarked, the complete suit which these princes are
accustomed to give to those whom they desire to
honour, The mantle and the robe were of gold
brocade, the two waistbands striped with gold and
silver, the turban of cotton cloth was of fire colour
étriped with gold, and the horse, without a saddle, was
covered by a housing of green velvet, with a small
fringe of silver round it. The bridle was very narrow,
and it had silver coins attached in some parts. I
believe the horse had never been mounted, for as soon
as it had arrived at the house of the Dutch, where I
lodged on this occasion, a young man having mounted
it, it began to jump in so strange a manner and to
shake him so that having fallen in jumping over the
roof of a hut which was in the court; the Dutchman
barely escaped being killed. Having seen that this
impetuous steed was not suitable for me, I returned it
to SuAsTA KuAw, and telling him what had happened,
I added that I believed that he did not wish me to
return to my country, as he had asked me to do, in
order to bring him some rarity. During my discourse
~ he only laughed, and having ceased, he ordered them
to bring the horse which his father used to ride. It
was a large Persian horse, which had formerly cost
5000 dews* when young, but it was then more than
twenty-cight yearsold.” They brought it, ready saddled

L Li125;at 4s. 6d. the ¢en.

7 Here there are irreconcilable discrepancies between this accounf
of the transaction and that in Book I, chap. xix, as our author gives the
original cost of the horse there at upwards of 3000 dus, and states that

he sold it for 400 rupees, as he did not require it for his journey, to a
Frenchman, whom he at thie same time placed in Shdistd Khan's service,
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‘his presence. Lt still had as good paces as any horse
[ had ever seen, and when 1 was mounted, he said,
“Well, are you content ? He will not give you a fall.”
I thanked him, and at the same time took my leave of
him ; and the following day, before my departure, he
sent me a large basketful of apples. It was one of six
which Sudu JanAw had sent him, and which had come
from the kingdom of Kasuwmir,' and there was also in
the basket a large Persian melon. All taken together
might be value for 100 'rupees, and ' | presented it .
to the wife of the Dutch Commander. As for the
horse, I took it to Gorconpa, where [ sold it for 500
rupees, old as it was, because it was still able to render
good service.

To return to the discourse on coins, I shall add to
what [ have already said of the gold pieces, that it
does not do to carry to India neither Louis d'or, Span-
ish nor Italian pistoles, nor other gold pieces coined
of late years, because there is too much to be lost by
them. The Indians, who have no knowledge of them
as yet, refine all, and it is upon this refining that they
make their profit. For the rest, each strives to pass
his gold without the master of the customs knowing it ;
and when the merchant has skill sufficient to conceal
it, it gains for him the value of five or six of our sols
on every ducat.

[ come to the silver coins, which it is necessary to
distinguish as coins of the country and foreign coins,
and I shall speak first of the latter.

The foreign silver coins which they take to Inpra

I Kachemir in the original.

- KA 4
alih /a/d br 1d1ed and the Prmce demred me to mount it in



Poraxp, from little TARTARY, and from the direction of

Moscovie ; the others by those who come from Cox-
_ -I'_S'I‘ANT'INOPLE, Smyrya, and Arsreo, and the principal
 part by the Armenians who have sold their silks in
Burorr,  All the merchants strive to pass their silver
through Persia without being discovered, because, if
the customs’ officers have wind of it, it would be neces-
‘sary that the silver should be carried to the masters of

* the mint to be coined into abdszs® which is the coinage

 of the King, and these @bdsss on arrival in | INDIA are
I ngain coined into rupees, in which there is a loss to
 the merchant of 10} per cent, both on account of the
'.cdi_nage and on account of the King's dues, which he
| must pay in Persra.
, In order to know in a few words how one loses
| this 10} per cent between Persia and Inpia, and
sometimes more, according to the nature of the reals
| which are generally taken to PERsIA, it is necessary to
. remember what [ have said of the coins and exchange
* of Prrsia in the preceding volume.! I have remarked

. that the real in PERSIA passes for 13 shdkis,® which

1) Richedades 1 the original, for riv dalery properly yeichs thaler s

- accurdmg ta Sir Isanc Newton's tables, most of the varieties were worth
in ster]mg 4s. 7d. Tavernier's equivalent of 100= 2216 rupees gives,
" with the rupee at 2s. 3d., a value of 4s. rojd. = As in other cases, the
sterling value may have been somewhat less than the exchange value ;
| hence the difference.
! 2 Realé in the original, for zea/, or “piece of 8 teals ! of Seville,
{ varied from about 4s, to 4s. 1od., the rupee being taken at 2s. 3d., and
the dw at 4s. 6d., to which latter it was on the average equal,

3 Abassis in the otiginal, for 'abdsis = from 1s. 5d. 10 Is. 6d.

L Persian Travels, Paris edition, 1676, p. 120,
| b Chaes in the original, for shd/z, Pers. = 4d. to 43d. At present

abnut 21d. only. i

T

-gﬁrst are brought by the merchemts who come from i




are equal to 33 abdses, and that sometimes, when silver
s scarce, they give half a skdhi more; that the addst
is worth 4 shdhis, and the foman' 50 abdsis or 200
shéhis. Thus, the zeal passing for 13 shahis, you
receive 6§ fomans for 100 reals, 1If you take 6% lomans
to INDIA you receive for each loman 20% rupees, and,
consequently, for 6% fomans 1913 rupees. But if you
take to Inpia Sevillian reals, of which 1 shall speak
further on, for 100 you receive from 213 to 215 rupees ;
and for Mexicans for 100 you receive only 212.
When, then, for the 100 reals you receive only 212
rupees, you gain on these 100 7eals 10} reals, and on
the Sevillians you make a profit up to 11 per cent.
It should then be remarked that there are three or
four kinds of Spanish real, and that they give for 100,
according to their standard, from 208 up to 214 and
215 rupees.  The best of all are the Sevillians, and
when they are good weight you receive for 100, 213
rupees, and at certain times up to 215, according to
whether silver is scarce or plentiful. |
The Spanish 7ea/ should weigh 3 gros® and 7%

1 Toman. In Fryer's time (1677) = £3:6:8. P. Della Valle's
estimate, sixty years earlier, was about £4:108.; Sir T. Herbert's
valuation, £3:8:4; at present only worth 7s. 6d.  (Yule and Burnell,
Anglo-Fudian  Glossary.) Fifty abdsts, as above, equal £3:10s. to
L3155 Fortysix /Aures and 1L denier (at 1s. 6d.), the equivalent
given by Tavernier in Book 111, chap. xxix = 3195, while 29} rupees
at 2s. 3d.=£3:6:6} only, and 15 daus at 4s. 6d.=£317:6.  But
Tavernier, in his account of Persian coins, expressly says that the value
given in fives is the most exact. (See Persian Travels, p. 122, Paris
edition of 1676.) ;

2 The gros= 60,285 grains Troy, and the French grain=.837 grs.
Troy .. 3 gv0s 7% grs. =187 grains Troy. The weight of the piastie,
or Seville piece of eight, was 17 dw. 12 grs., and that of two rupees,
both, according to Sir Isaac Newton, = 14 dw, 2o grs., the difference
being, therefore, 2 dw. 16 grs. or 64 grs. ; I therefore conclude that the
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aznz; more than 2 -ru'pées,-but the silver of the rupees
is much- better, for the rupee is of the standard of 1#
denters and 14 grains, and the Sevillian 7eal, like our
white #zz, is of the standard of only 11 deniers. The
Mexican 7eal is of but 10 deniers and 21 grains. Kot
the Spanish rea/ which weighs 73 vals you receive 4%
mahmidss, and a malmidi is worth 20 paisd, and thus
for the Spanish real you receive 9O paisd, but they
must be good,! and, as I have said, weighing 73 vals;
81 wals® making an ounce, and the za/ being of 7
denters (standard).

As for the German 72x dalers, as they are heavier
than the zeals, you give for 100 up 10 1 16° rupees ;
upon which it should be remarked that, in giving for
the 100 2eals and the 100 rix dalers up to 215 and 216
rupees, it appears as if every rupee should consequently
be worth less than 30 so/s.  But, on the other hand, if
the merchant counts the cost of carriage of the silver

3 pros above must either be a misprint for 1y or that the value given to
the gros is three times too great ; however the 62} ars, so deduced as
the difference is slightly less than the 64 grs. deduced from Sir lsaac
Newton. The absolute weight of the real is given by Tavernier at 73

him alsn, was 18 denders 2 g¥5. =454 French gvs. = 380 Troy grs, and
the difference = 58 crs,, also too little.
1 Pecha in the original, for paisd. Taking the patsd at (54 of a

value of a Spanish #eal; but this is too low, and therefore these pisds
must have been worth .6/ of a penny, or e ggod 17 as Tavernier
remarks.

2 pul |\ The French *once,” being equal to 482.312 gIS. Troy,
would give a value of nearly 5.95 grs. to the wal,  The fole is said, on
P..34, to be = 32 vals, and therefore the wal = 7 French g#s. = 5.86
grs. Troy, Thevenot gives the value at 3 gongy (ghatneh), and this
with the gliinchi at 1.79 grs. = 5.37 815 Troy. See Appendix to this
volume. i

§ 7This'must be a misprint for 216.

16007
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wals, or say 438 grs. Troy 3 and the weight of two rupees, according to

penny (see Appendix), 90 of them would be equal to 4s. odd, Z.e the !

1
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| "and the duties, he will find that each rupee costs him
more, All these #eals and r2x dalers are weighed by
the 100, and when the weight is short they add small
stones as when they weigh gold, as I shall presently
relate. ' But, in order that the merchant obtains value
he must take care that all the seads of MEx1CO and the
Sevillians* weigh 21 demers and 8 grains, 7.e. 512
grawms ; and as for our white dez,* it ought to weigh
21 denzers and 3 graims, which are equal to 509 grazns.®

I pass on to the coins of the country, The Indians
have for their silver money the rupes, the half, the'
quarter, the eighth, and the sixteenth. The weight of
the rupee is 9 deniers and 1 grain, and the standard of
the silver 11 deniers and 14 grains. They have also
a silver coin which they call makmiids,* but it is only
current in SURAT and in the province of GUJARAT.?

The small coin of Inpia is of copper, and is called
paisé, which 1s worth about two of our Zards. There

A a“ff//

1 The prastre, or Seville piece of eight, weighed, according to Sir
Isaac Newton, 17 dw. 12 gr. = 420 grs, Troy, and its sterling value in
silver was s4d. = g4s, 6d. i | .

2 The old 4o of France, of 60 sols Tournois, weighed also, according
to Sir Isaac Newton, 17 dw. 12 gr. = 420 grs. Troy, and its steiling

. wvalue was also 4s. 6d.

3 The 509 grs. of Tavernier is a misprint for 507 ; it is repeated in
the edition of 1713,  The equivalent of o7 French graing is 424.5
Troy grains, or 4.5 grs, more than Sir Isaac Newton's figure in pre-

N ceding note,

' * Memouwds in the original, for malmiidi = 20 paisd, or two-fifths
of a rupee .. = 10,8, the rupee being 25, 3d.  Other relations
given by our author in his account of Persian money give a less value
for the maknuidi; namely, one-sixteenth of the Venetian seguin, and one-
eighth of the Spanish dollar, or 7d, and 64d.  The value as deduced
from the addsf would seem, however, to be the mean of these, or from
81d. to gd. nearly. Several Writers give to the Surat mahmiidi a value
of one shilling. It was subject to constant variation,

5 Guzerate in the original,
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four. According to the province you are ‘in, you

| INDIAN COINS | &

Some of them of a half paisd, of. two paisd, and of

"'..'fe'ceiyé; for the silver rupee more or fewer of these |

paisé, On my last journey the rupee at SURAT was
| at 49 paisd, but there are times when it is worth 50,

and others when it falls to 46 At AGra and at

| JandnABAD it is worth 55 and 56 parsd, and the reason
. of that is, that the nearer you approach to the copper

mines? the more passd you receive for the rupee. As.

for the malmidy, it is always at 20 paisd.  There are still

two other kinds of small money in the empire of the

Grear Mogur: these are small bitter almonds and
shells,  In the province of GuyaRAT alone they use as
small change these bitter almonds, which they bring from
Persia, as 1 have remarked in the first part of my

history. They grow in dry and arid places between

rocks, and the tree which produces ‘them closely
tesembles our broom. They call these almonds
baddm,® and they are so bitter that colocynth is not
more so, and there is no need for fearing that children
will amuse themselves by eating them. They some-
times give 35, sSometimes 40, of them for the paisd.’

The other small money consists of shells called

cowries, which have the edges inverted, and they are

LY Fifty paisd at .54d. (see . 25) = 28, 3d.  Thevenot, although
he says that the rupee = 29-30 sols, adds that it equalled 324 to 33%
| paisd only. (Vayages, Paris, 1684, p, g2
i % There is no further indication as to the position of these copper
/ mines ; probably they were thosc now known at Singhdna and other
localities in Rajputana. Full accounts of the ancient mines there will
be found in'the Economic Gevlogy of India, p. 259
3 Baden in the original, for daddm (Pers, and Hin,), fruit of Amye-
dalus communis, L., var. amara, D.C, )
4 Thevenot says 68 ; perhaps he meant a double paisd.  (Veyages,

| LA ) WY
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gét'found in any other part of the world save only in
the Marpive Istanns? It is the principal source of
tevenue of the King of these Islands, for they export
them to all the States of the Grear Mocuy, to the
kingdoms of Biyarur and Gorconpa, and even to the
islands of AMERICA® to serve as money. Close to the
sea they give up to 80 for the pais4, and that diminishes
as you leave the sea, on account of carriage ; 80 that at
 Acra you receive but 50 or 55 for the pazsd,  Finally,
according to the manner of counting by the Indians—

100,000 rupees make a leke,”

100,000 lekkes |, kraur,
100,000 kraurs padan
100,000 padans 22l

In Inp1a a village must be very small if it has not
a money-changer, whom they call Skzg//,° who acts as
banker to make remittances of money and issue letters
of exchange. As, in general, these Changers have an
‘understanding with the Governors of Provinces, they
enhance the rupee at their will for padsd and the paisd

I This is incorrect, as money cowries (Cyprea moneta) have o much
wider distribution, though the Maldives have furnished a large proportion
of the supply for currency. The name is cord in the original,

2 A trade in these cowries to the West Coast of Africa and the
West Indies still exists, 1 believe.

8 Lack or Ldka, Hin,

4 A crore, or more properly Zaror (Hin,), is 100 lak/s, or 10,000,000
(ten millions). Tavernier is wrong in stating it to be one thousand
times more.  However, Thevenot makes a similar statement (Irfbyag'c,
p. 52); and it may be remarked that there are to be found similar
contradictory statements, by different authorities, as to the values of
our billions, trillions, etc.  Comp. Afnd.Akbdri, Gladwin, ed. 1800, vol.
il, P 391

5 The value of the gadam is variously given as 1o to 1000 billions.

6 For Cherafin the original, Shroff; from Ar. Sarrdf; a money-changer
or banker. ' :
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7 for these shells. Al the Jews who occupy themselves
| with money and exchange in the empire of the Granp

. SEiGNEUR pass for being very sharp ; but in Ino1a they
would scarcely he apprentices to these Changers.?

| [Here follows, in the original, & lable giving the

letlers used as numbers, which need not be reproduced. )

They have a very inconvenient custom  for
payments, and 1 have already remarked upon it in
reference to golden rupees when one makes a payment

i that coin, They say that the longer time that a

rupee of silver has been coined the less is it worth than

| those coined at the time, or which have been coined a

| short time, because the old ones having often passed
by hand, it wears them, and they are in consequence
lighter, Thus, when you make a sale, it is necessary
to say that you require to be paid in SHAM-JAHANT®
rupees, z¢. in new silver, otherwise they will pay you
in rupees coined fifteen or twenty years or more, in
which there may be up to 4 per cent of loss.  For, for
those which have not been coined within two years
they already demand 4 per cent, or at least ith; and
the poor people who do not know how to read the year
when they coined these rupees or paisé are subject to
be cheated, because they always deduct something
from them, one paisé or half a passd on a rupee, and
on the paisi three or four cowries.

As for false silver, but little is met with. 1If by
chance there should be a false rupee in a bag given by
a private merchant, it pays better to cut it and to lose
it than to say anything about it, because if they hear

1 This remarkable testimony to the sharpness of the natives is

. applicable also at the present day.
# Cha Jenni in the original, .. coined in the reign of Shdh Jahdn,
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of it one has to run some risk, the order of the King
being that you must return the bag to him who has
given it, and it goes thence from one to another until
they are able to discover the false coiner, and when
_on'e is detected, for sole punishment they merely lop
| a finger. If it happens that they are unable to find
the falbe coiner, and that they pronounce him who has
given the silver to be not guilty, he is freed on payment
of some fine. It is this which yields such large profits
to the Changers, for when one receives or when one
makes any payment he shows them the silver, and they
receive for their commission %;th of a rupee per cent.
As for the silver which goes out from the serguet! or
treasury of the King, there is never anything base in
it, for all that goes into it is carefully examined by the
Changers of the King, and the great nobles also have
their own. Before the silver goes into the treasury
they throw it into a large charcoal fire, and when the
rupees are red they extinguish the fire by means of
water, after which they withdraw them. If any one is
found which is not perfectly white, and has the slightest
trace of alloy, it is immediately cut. Whenever these
rupees enter the treasury they strike them with a punch,
-which makes a small hole without piercing ; and there
are some of them which have seven or eight holes of this
kind, ze. which have entered the treasury seven or
eight times. They are all placed by the thousand in
sacks with the seal of the grand treasurer, to which is
added the number of years since they have been coined.
It is in this that the profit consists which the treasurers

1 Sarguet, possibly for zalhiva, Hin., fe. treasure or treasury, but
it more probably represents sarkdr, an abbreviation for mdl-i-sarkar,
ot Rhasdna-i-saridr, i.e. the Government Treasury.
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e, both those af the ng and those of 1he nobleb. '
; -.of the kmgdom When one makes a sale it is in new
. rupees, coingd in the same year; but when one comes s
to receive payment the treasurers desire to make it in
 old rupees, by which one stands to lose up to 6 per
: cent: and if one wishes to have new silver, he must
-'resolve to compound with them. On my ffth journey
I went to see SuArstiA KuAdn,' as I had promised him
to do so on the preceding occasion, having pledged
. myself that he would be the first who should see what
I had brought. Immediately on my arrival at Surat 1
let him know, and [ received a command to go to meet
‘him at Crourart, a town of the Deccan ? to which he
had laid sicge. Having reached him in a short time,
I sold him with but few words the greater part of what
I had brought from EuroPE, and he told me that he
awaited from day to day the money which they should
send him from Surar to pay the army and to pay me
at the same time for that which he had bought from me.
I was unable to believe, however, that this Prince was
with so large an army without having much money with
" him, and 1 rather thought that he desired to make me
lose something on the gold or silver pieces which 1
should receive for my payment, as he had done on my
previous journey. The thing happened as I had fore-
seen ; but for my sustenance and that of my people "
and cattle, he ordered that they should bring me food

1 Shaistd Khan,  See p. 18 #

% I Book 11, chap. xi, this place is spelt Choupar.. It was probably
Sholdpir, in the Deccan. The sale was made in 1660, during Tavernier’s
fifth visit to India.  In bis Persian Travels, he states (Book 1V, p. 467) |
that on his sixth jowney, when at/Ispahan, in 1664, he told the King

that he had sold the jewels, which he had shown to him on the previous
. gccasion, to Shdistd Khdn for 120,000 rupees.
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i )r/ abundance, both evcnmg and moming, ‘and on mos
days he sent to invite me to eat with him. Ten or
twelve days passed, during which I heard no mention

~of the money for which h(, waited, and being resolved
to take leave of him, I went to his tent. He appﬁ‘al‘ell
somewhat surprised, and, regarding me with a sullen
countenance, ‘‘ Wherefore,” said he to me, “do you
wish to leave without being paid ? and who would pay
you afterwards if you went away without receiving your
money ?” At these words, assuming a look as proud
as his: “My King,” I replied, “will cause me to be
paid ; for he is so generous that he will pay all his
subjects when they have not had satisfaction for what
they have sold in foreign countries” ‘“And in what
mantier would thy King recoup himself?” replied
he, as in a rage. * With two or three good vessels of
war,” 1 replied, *which he will send to the port of
SURAT or towards 'its coasts, to await those coming
from Mocua.” He appeared stung by this reply, and,
not daring to carry his ill-humour further, he at once
commanded his treasurer to give me a letter of exchange
on AURANGABAD, At which I was very glad, because
it was a place through which I had to pass in order to
go to Gorconpa,! and which, moreover, spared me
carriage and the risk -to my money. The following
day I received my letter of exchange, and took my
leave of the Prince, who was no longer angry, and he
requested me if I returned to INDIA not to omit to go

1. There appears to be no other indication of Tavernier’s destination
at this time ; he probably spent, according to M. Joret, the latter part
of this year (1660) in this journey to Golconda and the return to Surat,
embarking for Bandar Abbas at the end of the same year or the
beginning of 1661,



" and see him; which I did on my sixth and last journey.!
A0 When 1 arrived at Surat he was in Bexcar, where T
| went to seek him, and he bought from me the residue
i of my goods which I had not been able to sell either to™

| the King of PrrsiA or to the Grear MoGuL.

_ To return to my payment, haviig arrived at
IAURANGABAD, I went to seek the Grand Treasurer,
who had never previcusly seen me, but he told me
that he knew wherefore I had come to see him, that

2 three days previously he had received notice, and that
he had already drawn from the treasury the money
which he was to pay me? When all the bags
required for my payment had been brought, I caused

~ .one of them to be opened by my Changer, who saw
that it contained rupees on which 2 per cent would
be lost. . Upon which I thanked the Treasurer, and told
him that I did not understand that sort of thing, that I
would send one of my people to complain to SiAIsTA
KrAn and ask him to order that I should be paid in
new silver, or I would go to reclaim my goods : this I
straightway did. But having sent a man to him, and
getting no reply by the time that I might have received
one, I went to tell the Treasurer that since I had no
news from the Prince I was going myself to take back
what I had sold. [ believe that he had already received
instructions as to what he should do, for seeing that I
was resolved to start he said he would be grieved by
the trouble I was taking, and it would be better that
¢ L IR 1666, (See Book I, chap. viit) _
2 Elsewhere (Book II, chap. xi) he says the paymeént was made at

Dultabat (Daulatdb4d) by the Treasurer, who, four days previously, had

received an advice of his coming. In that passage, so far from alluding

to difficulties, he praises the exactitude of the Indians in reference to
matters of trade. '
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"~ we should agree with one another. In short, after
several discussions concerning the 2 per cent which
they desired 1 should lose, 1 obtained 1 per cent of
it: and I would have lost the other except for the
fortunate meeting with a Skroff who had to receive
payment of a letter of exchange on Gorcoxna; for this
Shroff, not having money at hand, was very glad to
accommodate himself with mine, causing me to receive
the same sum in new silver at Gorcoxpa at fifteen
days’ sight. ;

Finally, these Changers, in order to test silver, make
use of thirteen small pieces, one half of copper and the
other of silver, which are the “ touches.” !

These thirteen pieces, being all of different stand-
ards, are not used by them except when a small
quantity of silver or some worked silver is in question ;
for in the case of a large amount they carry it t0 the
cefiner,  All this silver is bought by the weight called
fola, which weighs o denders and 8 grains, or 32 vals,
and 81 vals make, as I have said, one once;” S0 that 100
tolas makes 38 onces 21 deniers and 8 grazns.

The following are the different values of the 13
standards of silver.

The first and lowest standard they take at 15 paisd

the Zola, which make of our money . . 9 sols 2denters.’
The 2d at 18 paisd, which are equal to 10 .y, 2 |
" Lo L o BRES X 5 & I S
AR A D 4 3 PALATON

1 The French original contains a figure of the touchstones. A
description of them will be also found in the Adin-i-Akbdri,

2 See p. 25.

§ As the sol was the sixtieth part of the & of 4s. 6d., its value was
.9 of a penny, and the ordinary gaisd of Tavernier was consequently
worth .54 of a penny. See p. 25 #. and Appendix.
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I must not forget to remark here on the extreme
 parsimony both of these Siroffs, or Changers, and of
~all Indians in general; and it will suffice to give an
example of it which is very special, and of which
 Europeans are not as yet aware. It is, that of all the
gold which remains on the touchstone when an assay
has been made, and of which we here make no account,
far from allowing so small a thing to be lost, they
collect it all by means of a ball, made balf of black
pitch, and half of wax, with which they rub the stone
which carries the gold, and at the end of some years
they burn the ball and find the gold which it has
accumulated,  This ball is about the size of our tennis-
court balls, and the stone is like those which our
goldsmiths commonly use.

This is all that I have been able to remark of
special importance with regard to the customs and
coins of Inpia, and there only remains for me to speak
- of the exchange.

As all goods produced in the Empire of the GREAT
Mocur, and a portion of those of the Kingdom of
Gorconpa and the Kingdom of Bijarur, reach
SURAT to be exported by sea to different places of



the purchase of these goods in the towns from Whence
they are obtained, as at Lawor, AGRa, AMADABAT,
SeronNGE, Bramrour, Daca, Parna, Banarou, Gov-
conpa, DrcaN, Visarour, and Durtasap,! one takes
silver from Surat and disposes of it at the places
where one goes, giving coin for coin at pa». But
when it happens that the merchant finds himself short
of money in these same places, and that he has need
of it to enable him to pay for the goods which he has
bought, it is necessary for him to meet it at Surar,
when the bill is due, which is at two months, and by
paying a high rate of exchange.

At LAtnore on SuraT the exchange goes up to 6}
per cent.

At Acra from 4} to 5.

At AuMADABAD from 1 to 14.

At SIRONJ to 3.

At BUurHANPUR from 24 to 3.

At Dacca to 10.

At Patna from 7 to 8,

At BENARES to 6.

At these three last places they only give letters of ex-
change on AGra, and at Acra they give others on SURAT,
the whole only amounting to the sum I have stated.

At Gorconpa from 4 to 5.

And on Goa the same.

At DEccan to 3.

At Bijarur to 3

At DavraTAsip from 1 to 1,

1 Lahore, Agra, Ahmaddbdd, Sironj, Berhdmpur or Burhdnpur,
Dacca, Benares, Golconda; Deccan, Bijapur, and Daulatdbdd. @ hese
spellings will be used on subsequent pages.

b
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T some years the e\:change rises from 1 to 2 per

cent when there are Rajas, or petty tributary Princes,
‘who interfere with trade, cach claiming that the
goods ought to traverse his territory and pay him
custom. There are two in particular between AGRA
and AaMaADABAD, one of whom is the Raja of ANTIVAR,!
and the other the Kaja of Bercam,” who disturb the
merchants much in reference to this matter. One
may, however, avoid'passing the territories of these
two Princes by taking another route from Acra to
SurAT by way of Sirony and BurmAnpur?®; but these
are fertile lands intersected by several rivers, the
greater number of which are without bridges and with-
out boats, and it is impossible to pass until two months

-~ after the rainy season. It is for this reason that the

merchants who have to be at SurAT in the season for

. going to sea, generally take their way through  the

country of these two Rajas, because they are able to
traverse it at all seasons, even in the time of the rains,
which consolidate the sand with which nearly the
whole country is covered.

Besides, it is not to be wondered at that the ex-
change is so high, for those who lend the money run,
for their part, the risk that if the goods are stolen the
money is lost to them,

When you arrive at SuraT, to embark, you find
there also plenty of money. For it is the principal
trade of the nobles of Inpia to place their money
in vessels in speculations for Hormuz, Bassora, and

1 A ‘misprint, probably, for Dantivar (see Book 1, chap. v), #e
" Danta, or Dantawdr, a State in Gujarst. _

? Probably the Bargant of Beok I, chap, v In the edition of 1713
it is given as Bergant, The proper name is possibly Wungdon,

3 For description of Sironj and Burhdnpur see chap. iv.
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Tocrs, and even for Bantam, AcwiN, and the
PuiireiNgs, For Mocua and Bassora the exchange
ranges from 22 to 24 per cent, and for Hormuz from
16 to 20; and for the other places which I have
named the exchange varies in proportion to the dis-
tance. But if the goods happen to be lost by tempest,
or to fall into the hands of the Malabaris,! who are the
pirates of the Indian seas, the money is lost to
those who have risked lending it. :

I have but one word to say, in addition, regarding
the weights and measures. Here, in the margin, is
the sth part of the ell of AGra, and the 4th of the ell
of Aunvapipip and Surar. As for the weights, the
ordinary mand is 69 lvres, and the lLore is of 16 onces s
but the mand, which is used to weigh indigo, is only
53 livres. At SuraT you speak of a seer, which is
1% lvres,® and the livre is 16 onces,

1 Malavares in the original,

2 This must mean oz¢ §ths of a liure, as elsewhere in this volume ;
that is about the relation, roughly speaking, namely, 12 French onces,
The present, authorised British weights are—

80 tolas (or rupee's weight) = 1 seer = 2& lbs, Troy,
40 seers = 1 mand or maund = . 100 .,



ChAPTER T

Concermng carriages and the manner of travelling in
InD1aA |

BErore setting out for Acra, it is appropriate to
speak of the carriages and of the manner of travelling
in IND1A, which, in my opinion, is not less convenient
than all that they have been able to invent in order that
one may be carried in comfort either in France or in
ITaLy. Different from (the custom in) Prrsia, one
does not employ in INp1a in caravans or journeys
either asses, mules, or horses, all being carried there
on oxen or by waggon, as the country is sufficiently
level.’ If any merchant takes a horse from Pgrsia he
only does it for show, and to have him led by hand,
or in order to sell him advantageously to some noble.

They give an ox a load weighing 300 or 350
lzvres, and it is an astonishing sight to behold caravans
numbering 10,000 or 12,000 oxen together, for the trans-
port of rice, corn, and salt—in the places where they
exchange these commodities—carrying rice to where
corn only grows, and corn to where rice only grows,

1 The English translation of this passage by John Phillips, in 1677
and 1684, is, like many others, curiously inaccurate, and, as a sample, 4
it may be given here: “Quite otherwise it is in Persia, where they
neither make use of asses, mules; nor horses, but transport all their wares
to the Indies upon oxen or in wains, their countries being' so near to
one ancther !” :
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éxmela also for caravans, but rarely, and they are'
specially reserved to carry the baggage of the nobles.

When the season presses, and they wish to have the
goods qmckly at SuraT, in order to ship them, they
load them on oxen, and not on carts. As all the
tervitories of the GreaT MocuL are well cultivated, the
fields are enclosed by good ditches, and each has its
tank or reservoir for irrigation. This it is which is so
inconvenient for travellers, because, when they meet
caravans of this description in narrow roads, they are
sometimes obliged to wait two or three days till all
have passed. Those who drive these oxen follow no

other trade all their lives ; they never dwell in houses,

and they take with them their women and children.’ |
Some among them possess 100 oxen, others have
more or fewer, and they all have a Chief, who acts as a
prince, and who always has a chain of pearls suspended

from his neck. When the caravan which carries corn

and that which carries rice meet, rather than give way

one to the other, they often engage in very sanguinary
encounters, The Grear Mocur, considering one day
that these quarrels were prejudicial to commerce and
to the transport of food in his kingdom, arranged that
the Chiefs of the two caravans should come to see
him. When they had arrived, the King, after he had
advised them for their mutual benefit to live for the
future in harmony with each other, and not to fight

1 The well-known Brinjdrds perform most of this carrying trade in

India at present, In the Central Provinces, South-Western Bengal, and
the northern districts of Madras, I have met with large numbers of
them ; and in Sambalpur 1 have seen their fixed degots, where the infirm

are left while the others are on their journeys, Railways have driven
them from many of the routes which they used to follow.
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iy more when they met, presented each of them

L with a Zakh, or 100,000 rupees,” and a chain of

pearls. i :
In order to enable the reader to understand this
manner of carrying in Inpia, it should be remarked that
among the idolaters of this country there are four tribes,
. whom they call Manaris}® of which each numbers
‘about one hundred thousand souls, These people
dwell in tents, as I have said, and have no other trade
but to transport provisions from one country to another.
The first of these tribes has to do with corn only, the
second with rice, the third with pulse, and the fourth
with salt, which it obtains from Surar, and even from
as far as Cape ComoRriN.  You can also distinguish
these tribes in this manner—their priests, of whom I
shall elsewhere speak, mark those of the first with a
red gum, of the size of a crown, on the middle of the
forehead, and make a streak along the nose, attaching
to it above some grains of corn, sometimes nine, some-

times twelve, in the form of a rose. Those of the

second are marked with a yellow gum, in the same
places, but with grains of rice; those of the third with
a gray gum, with grains of millet, and also on the
shoulders, but without placing grains there. As for
those of the fourth, they carry a lump of salt, suspended
from the neck in a bag, which weighs sometimes from

8 to 10 fiwres (for the heavier it is the more honour

they have in carrying it), with which, by way of penance
before praying, they beat their stomachs every morning,

L Seep. 28 m
2 Manarés; ?Mundaris or Mundas, with whom, however, the Brin-
JArds or Lubhdnds cannot be identified.  See Anglo-Indian Glossary,

P- 333,

1
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shoulders, from which hangs a small box of silver in
the form of a reliquary, of the size of a good hazel nut,
in which they keep a superstitious writing which their
priests have enclosed in it. They place them also on
their oxen, and on the other animals born in their
herds, for which they entertain a special affection,
loving them as dearly as they do their children,
especially when they have none of the latter.!

The dress of the women is but a simple cloth, white
or coloured, which makes five or six turns like a
petticoat from the waist downwards, as if they had
three or four one above the other. From the waist
upwards they tatoo their skin with flowers, like as
when one applies cupping glasses, and they paint these
flowers divers colours with the juice of roots,® in such
a manner that it seems as though their skin was a
flowered fabric.

While the men load their animals in the morning
and the women fold up their tents, the priests who
follow them elevate, in the most beautiful parts of the
plain where they are encamped, an idol in the form of
a serpent, entwined about a staff of six or seven feet
in height,® and each one in file goes to make reverence
to it, the girls turning round it three times. After all
have passed, the priests take care to remove the idol
and to load it on an ox allocated for that purpose.

The caravans of waggons do not ordinarily consist
of more than one hundred or two hundred at the most.

1 Tavernier here seems to perpetrate something very like a ¢ bull.”

2 The English translation of John Phillips has it juice of “grapes ;”
but the original word is zacznes, not raisins.

8 This cannot fail to suggest the brazen serpent which Moses lifted
up in the wilderness.  Here the allusion is to zdg, or snake worship.




" Fach waggon is drawn by ten or twelve oxen, and

il '_ accompanied by four soldiers, whom the owner of the

merchandise is obliged to pay. Two of them walk on
each side of the waggon, over which there are two cords
~ passed, and the four ends are held by the soldiers, so
that if the waggon threatens to upset in a bad place,
the two soldiers who are on the opposite side hold the
cords tight, and prevent it turning over.

All the waggons which come to SuraT from AGRA
or from other places in the Empire, and which return
by Acra and JAHANABAD,' are compelled to carry lime,
which comes from Broacw, and which, as soon as it is
used, becomes as hard as marble.” [t is a great source
of profit to the King, who sends this lime where he
£ pleases ; but, on the other hand, he takes no dues from
the waggons.

I come to the manner of travelling in INDIA, where
oxen take the place of horses, and there are some
of them whose paces are as easy as those of our
“hacks. But you should take care when you buy or
hire an ox for riding that he has not horns longer than
a foot, because, if they are longer, when the flies sting
him, he chafes and tosses back the head, and may
plant a horn in your stomach, as has happened several
times. These oxen allow themselves to be driven like
our horses, and have for sole bridle a cord, which
passes through the tendon of the muzzle or the nostrils.
In level tracts, where there are no stones, they do not
shoe these oxen, but they always do so in rough places,
both on account of the pebbles and because of the
heat, which may injure the hoof. Whereas in EurorE

1 Janabat in the original,
# Coral or shell lime probably, which make the best chwndm,
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a large hump on the neck,! which keeps in position
a leather collar about four fingers wide, which they
have only to throw over the head when they harness
them. :
They have also, for travelling, small, very light
carriages, which can contain two persons ;* but usually
one travels alone, in order to be more comfortable,
being then able to have his clothes with him; the
canteen of wine and some small requisites for the
journey having their place under the carriage, to which
they harness a pair of oxen only. These carriages,
which are provided, like ours, with curtains and
cushions, are not slung; but, on the occasion of my
last journey, I had one made after our manner, and the
two oxen by which it was drawn cost me very nearly
600 rupees.” The reader need not be astonished at
this price, for there are some of them which are strong,
and make journeys lasting 60 days, at 12 or 15 leagues
a day, and always at the trot. When they have ac-
complished half the journey, they give to each two
or three balls of the size of our penny rolls, made of
wheaten flour, kneaded with butter and black sugar,
and in the evening they have a meal of chick- -peas,

: }We attach our oxen by the homs thoee of INDIA have

* The hump on the shoulders was unknown fo John Phillips, the
author of the English translation of 1677 and 1684, so he renders this
passage, “the Indians only put a thick truss upon their necks, that
keeps,” ete.  This is a good example of the kind of mistake many trans-
lators have fallen into when, in ignorance of local facts, they have
strained their author’s words in order 1o make sense, as they conceive it.

4 The vehicle known as a fomga in India,

1 believe as much as Rs.500, and perhaps more, is sometimes
given mow in Bombay and the Central Provinces for a good pair of
trotting bullocks. = The pace they can keep up has to be experienced
in order to be properly realised. s



““crushed and steeped in water for half an hour. The
hire of a carriage amounts to about a rupee a day.
The journey from SURAT to AGrA occupies thirty-five
or forty days’ journey by road, and you pay for the
whole journey from 40 to 45 rupees. From Surat to
GoLcoNDA it is nearly the same distance and the same
price, and it is in the same proportion throughout the
whole of Inpia, ' '
Those who can afford to take theirease make use
of a pallankeen,' in which they travel very comfortably.
It is a kind of bed, of 6 or 7 feet long and 3 feet wide,
with a small rail all round. A sort of cane, called
bamboo,® which they bend when young, in order to
cause it to take the form of a bow in the middle,
sustains the cover of the pallanteen, which is of satin
~or brocade; and when the sun shines on one side,
an attendant, who walks near the pellankeen, takes
care to lower the covering. There is another, who
carries at the end of a stick a kind of basket-work
shield, covered with some kind of beautiful stuff, in
order to promptly shelter the occupant of the pallan-
keen from the heat of the sun when it turns and strikes.
him on the face.® The two ends of the bamboo are
attached on both sides to the body of the pallankeon
between two poles, joined together in a saltzer, or St.
Andrew’s Cross, and each of these poles is 5 or 6 feet

! Pallanquin in the original, Palki and Pallankeen are the terms
- now used in India,
? Bambouc in the original. ' Bamboo (Bambusa arundinace, etc.)
It is not necessary to grow bamboos to a particular shape, as by means
of fire they can be made to bend inta the required forms. . Still, they
are so trained sometimes during growth, 1 believe,
4 The English translation of 1684 says, ‘“ when he turns and lies on
his face.”



IRAV‘ELS-_IN INDIA

Sorne of these bamboos cost as much as 2
éews, and I have paid 125 for one. ‘Three men, at
most, place themselves at each of these two ends, to
carry the pallankeen on the shoulder, the one on the
right and the other on the left, and they travel in this
way faster than our chairmen in Paris, and with an
easier pace, being trained to the trade from an early'
age. When you wish to make haste, and travel up to
13 or 14 leagues a day, you take 12 men to carry the
pallankeen, so that they may relieve one another from
time to time. You pay each, for everything, only 4
rupees a month, but you pay up to 5 rupees when the
journey is long, and when it is required to travel for
more than sixty days.

‘Whether by carriage or pallankeen he who desires
to travel with honourin INpia ought to take with him
20 or 30 armed men, some with bows and arrows and
others with muskets, and you pay them as much per
month as to those who carry the pallanicen. Some-
times, for greater show, you carry a flag.  This is
always done by the English and Dutch, for the honour
of their Companies. These attendants not only con-
duce to your honour, but they watch also for your
protection, and act as sentinels in the night, relieving
one another, and striving to give you no cause of
complaint against them. For it should be mentioned
that in the towns where you hire them they have a
head man who answers for their honesty, and when
you employ them, each one gives him a rupee.’

In the large villages there is generally a Muham-
madan Governor, and there you find sheep, fowl,
and pigeons for sale; but in the places where there

1 A cuastom still commen in India,



Ty orﬂy Bacmam, you only ﬁnd ﬂour nce, vecretables,
' "_.-and mllk. _ i

| The great heats of INDIA compel travellers who are
_ not accustomed to it to travel by night, in order to rest
| by day. When they enter towns which are closed
| they must leave by sunset, if they wish to take the
“road. For night being come, and the gates closed,
‘the Governor of the place, who has to answer for =
thefts' which occur within his jurisdiction, does not
allow any one to go out, and says that it is the King's
order, which he must obey. When I entered such
places [ took provisions, and left early, in order to
camp outside under some tree in the shade, waiting till
it was the hour to march. !

They measure the distances of places in Iypia by
gos and by coss. A gos’ is about four of our common
leagues, and a coss® about one league. :

It is time now to leave SuraTr for AGRrA and
JAHANABAD, in order to see what is remarkable on that
route. ) :

L The gos, or gaw, is equal to about 8 miles in Southern India, but
in Ceylon, according to Sir Emerson Tennent, it is only from 3% to
. 4 miles. _

2 In the original edition this word is spelt coste by mistake, as
‘explained in the “.4vis;” in subsequent editions it is cosse, | It has
been thought better to substitute the ordinary Anglo-Indian term coss
throughout in this translation.  While here definitely, and elsewhere
mferenhally, Tavernier gives the coss an equal value with the league,
Thevenot says the coss was only half a league. The old French © /ene
de poste’ = 2 miles 743 yards, and Akbar’s coss =2 miiles 1038 yards.
But the coss was and is a most variable unit, as, indeed, Tavernier
bimself remarks.  In some parts of India it exceeds 3 miles, and the

Bengal coss of 4000 cubits or 2000 yards=1 m. 1 £ 3p. 34 y.  (See
Appendlx to this volume.) .




CHAPTER IV
Route from SURAT 20 AGRA by BURHANPUR a@nd SIRON]

| ALL the routes by which one can travel to the principal
towns of InD1a are not less well known to me than are
those of Turkey and of Prrsia, and, for six journeys
which I have made from Paris to Ispanan, I have
made double the number from Ispanax to AGRra, and
to several other places in the Empire of the Grear
Moguw. But it would weary the reader to cause him
to pass more than once by the same roads while giving
him an account of these different journeys, and of
sundry small adventures with which they have been
accompanied ; therefore it is that, without indicating
for him the times at which I have made them; it will
suffice to give him an exact description of each route,
There are but two roads from SURAT to AGRA, one
by BurnAnrur and Sikonj, and the other by Anman-
ABAD, and the first will form the subject of this chapter.
From SuraT to Barxory (BarvoLt'), 14 cosst
Barpovi is a large town where you cross a river
. by a ford, and traverse in this first march a country of
mixed character, sometimes meeting woods, and some-
times fields of wheat and rice.
! Bardoli, or Panoli of some maps, The distance from Surat as

the crow flies is only about 18 miles. ' In chap. ix. it is said to be 12
¢oss only. '

L



From BARNOLY to BALOR (BALLOR) 10 €055,
'BALLOR is also a large village, and is situated on a

__t‘mk which has about a league in circuit, upon the edge
- of which you see a good fort, which, however, they

neglect to keepin repair. - Three-quarters of a league on

this side of the village you pass a rivulet by a ford, but

with much difficulty, because there are many rocks and
stones under the water which are liable to overturn a

. carriage.  You travel this second day nearly altogether

in woods. _
From BALor to KERKOA,' or, as they now call it, the

Begum'’s caravansaris, 5 coss. K
This caravansards is large and spacious, and it is

Breum-Sanis, the daughter of SmAw Jamix, who

caused it to be built as a work of charity. For for-
merly the stage from Barior to NAWAPURA was too

long, and this place being on the frontier of the

country of those Rajas who are generally unwilling to
recognise the Great Mocur, whose vassals they are,
scarcely a caravan passed there which was not ill-

(treated ; moreover, it is a forest country. Between

the caravansards and NawarurA you pass a river by
a ford, and another close to NAwWAPURA.?
From Kerkoa to NAvAroura (NAWAPURA), 15 coss.®
Nawarurd is a large village full of weavers, but
rice constitutes the principal article of commerce in the

- place. A river passes by it, which makes the soil excel-

1 The site of Kerkoa, or the Begnw’s ca vansera (sic in orig.), is

: ~ probably near Dehdnd. (See Book I, chap. ix.)

% These rivers are tributaries of the Tapti.

8 From Bardoli (Panoli) to Nawaptrd the distance as the crow
flies is 42 miles ; heve it is given as 30 coss, and in chap. ix. as 28 coss,
This and the preceding stage indicate a value of something less than
14 mile for the coss.  (See Book I, chap, ix.)
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““lent, and irrigates the rice, which requires water, All
the rice which grows in this country possesses a.
particular quality, causing it to be much esteemed,
Its grain is half as small again as that of common rice,
and, when it is cooked, snow is not whiter than it is,
besides which, it smells like musk, and all the nobles
‘of Ixpia eat no other. When you wish to make an
acceptable present to any one in PErsia, you take him
a sack of this rice. It is the river which passes
KERK0A, and the others of which I have spoken,
which combine to form the Surar river.'
From Navarourato NASARBAR (NANDURBAR) 9 ¢oss.
4 NASARBAR to DoL-MEDpAN (?) . \EA
y  DorL-MEDAN to SENQUERA (SINDKEIR) 7 5
» | SENQUERA to TALLENER (TALNEIR) . IO i
. At TALNEIR you cross the river which goes to
BroacH, where it is very wide, and from thence it flows
into the Gulf of Campav.?
From TALLENER to CHOUPRE (CHOPRA) . 15 ¢oss.
» | CHOUPRE to SENQUELIS (SANKLI) . 13
»  SENQUELIS to NABIR (RAVER?) . 10 4
w Nasir to BALpeLPOURA (BALLEDA) v Tl
It is at BALLEDA that loaded carts pay the BurmAN-
PUR customs dues, but the carts which only carry pas-
sengers pay nothing., Between NawarurA and BURHAN- |
PUR it is all a good country for wheat, rice, and indigo.
From BALDELPOURA to Brampouk* (BurmANPUR),
5 €0SS. ; ;
1 'The T4pti. ! :
2 'This is a mistake, as the river at Tdlneir is the Tdpti, It is the
. Narbadd which goes to Broach.
4 These distances appear to be too great.

4 Burhdrnpur or Berhampur, now a Station on the Great Indian Penin-
sular Railway, ' |
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= BURHANPUR is a large, much-ruined town, of which

. the houses are for the most part covered with thatch,
. It has a large castle still standing in the middle of the
~town, and it is there that the Governor resides. The

government of this province is so important that it is

conferred only upon a son or an uncle of the King, and
. Avranczes, who now _reigns, was for a long time

Governor of BURH ANvUR during the reign of his father.

. But since they have realised what can be yielded by '

the province of BencaL, which formerly bore the title
of kingdom, as I shall elsewhere indicate, its govern-
ment is now the most considerable in the Empire of
the GrREAT Mocur. There is_a laree trade in..this-
town, and both.at- BURH)&N“J*UR itself-and-in—al}- the

provmce an enormous quantity of very transparent

muslins are made, which are exported to PERrsIA,

Turkey, Muscovig, Porann, Arasia, GRaND CAIRO,

and other places. Some of these are dyed various
colours and with flowers, and women make veils and
scarfs of them; they also serve for the covers of beds,
and for handkerchiefs, such as we see in Eurore with
those who take snuff.. There are other fabrics, which

they allow to remain white, with a stripe or two of

gold or silver the whole length of the piece, and at
each of the ends, from the breadth of one inch up to

twelve or fifteen—in some more, and in others legs—

it is a tissue of gold, silver, and of silk with flowers,
whereof there is no reverse, one side being as beau-
tiful as the other. If those which they export to
Poranp, where they are in great demand, have

not at both ends, at the least, three or four inches

of gold or silver, or if this gold and silver become
black when crossing the ocean between SuraT and



orMUZ, and from TREBIZONDE to MANGALIA, or other
ports of the Brack Ska, the merchant cannot dispose
of them except at great loss.  He ought to take great
care that the goods are well packed, and that damp
cannot enter : this, for so long a voyage, requires much
care and trouble. Some of these fabrics are all
banded, half cotton and half gold or silver, and such
pieces are called orps.? They contain from fifteen to
twenty ells, and cost from one hundred to one hundred
and fifty rupees, the cheapest being not under ten or
twelve, Those which are only about two ells long
serve ladies of rank for the purpose of making scarfs
and the veils which they wear on their heads, and they
are sold in abundance in Persia and in Turkey. They
make, besides, at BuruAnrur other kinds of fabrics,
and there is hardly another province in the whole of
Ixpra which has a greater abundance of cotton.

In leaving the town of BurHANPUR there is another
river to be crossed besides the large one? of which 1
have above spoken; as it has no bridge, when the
water is low you cross by a ford, and by boat in the
rainy season,

The distance from SuraT to BURHANPUR is 132 coss,
and these coss are the smallest in India, a cart being
able to traverse one in less than an hour.

I remember here a strange commotion which arose
at BurHANPUR in the year 1641,* when 1 was returning

I Mingrelia? in Transcaucasia, now Russian tetritory,

® Ornis.  This word may perhaps represent or/nf. Hind, a
woman’s mantle.  In Book 11, chaps; xii and xiv, it is spelt ormis, and
in the 1679 edition ormis.

% The larger river is the T4pti, and the other, one of its tributaries.

4 In reference to this casual mention of a date, M. Joret remarks
that Tavernier has been last sight of from the spring of 1639, when he
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from AGRa to Surat.  In a few words, the origin of it
was as follows. ' The Governor of the Province, who
was the nephew of the King on his mother’s side, had
among his pages a young man of handsome appearance
and fairly good family, whé had a brother who lived as
a Dervish,' and for whom all the town entertained much
veneration. One day . . . the page, observing that
he was about to commit an offence, stabbed him three
times in the stomach, and slew him before he could
open his lips to cry aloud.  This being done, the page
left the palace without allowing any sign of emotion to
appear on his face, and the guards at the gate thought
that the Governor had sent him on some message,
The Dervisk having learnt from his brother how the
affair had passed, in order to preserve him from the
fury of the people, and to disclose at the same time the
. infamy of the Governor, caused all the other Dervishes,
M his comrades, to seize the banners of Muiramman which
1/ were planted about the mosque, and at the same time
. they cried out that all the Dervishes and Fakirs and
others, who were good Muhammadans, should follow
them. In less than an hour a multitude of rabble
assembled, and the Deyvish, taking the lead with his
brother, went straight to the palace, crying out with all
their might, ““ Let us die for MunaMmAD, or let them give
lo us that infamous person in order that dogs may eat

i was at Ispahan, till he turns up thus in India in 1641. Towards the
B9 end of the same year he says he went to Goa (Book I, ch. xii). It is
;.' \\probable, M, Joret adds, that he spent the winter of 1640-41 at Agra,
* and in the same journey paid his first visit to Dacca in Bengal, which
: he revisited in 1666-67. In Book I1I, ch, xiv, he says, however, he was
in Agra in 1642, which M. Joret thinks may be a misprint for 1641.
(Jean Baptiste Tavernier, par C. Joret, Paris, 1886, pp. 34-60 3 sec also
F '\ the Introduction to this volume.)
L Deruich in original, for Dervish,
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' him after Jas death, as he is not worthy o be interred
amongst. Mussulmans.”  The guard of the palace was
not in a condition to resist such a multitude, and would
have yielded to them, if the Darogha' of the town with
five or six nobles had not. found an opportunity of
making themselves heard, and of appeasing them, by
representing to them that they should have some
respect for a nephew of the King, and by obliging
them to withdraw. The same night the body of the
(GGovernor was carried to Acra, together with his haremn,
and SuAu JanAw, who reigned then, having heard the
news, was not in the least distressed, because he in-
herited the property of all his subjects, and he even
' bestowed on the page a small appointment in BENGAL,
| From Bramrour to PromsI-sERA (?), 5 coss.

| Before proceeding further, it should be remarked

. that throughout, wherever the word sera occurs, it

means that it is a great enclosure of walls or hedges,
within which are arranged all round 50 or 60 huts

' covered with thatch, There are some men and women

there who sell flour, rice, butter, and vegetables, and
who take care to prepare bread and cook rice. If by
chance any Muhammadan should come there, he goes
to the village to seek for a piece of mutton or a fowl,
and those who supply the food to the traveller clean
out for him the house that he wishes to take, and place
in it a small bed of girths,® upon which he spreads the
mattress that he carries on the road.
From Prompi-sera to PANDER (MANDWA) . 3 coss.

1 Deroga in original,

2 A charpoy (charpds, Hind.), with plaited tape (sewdr) stretched
across the frame, Spch beds are still to be found in the Government
Rest Houses or Dawk Bungalows.



- _rom PANDER to BALI{I-SERA. (BALWARA ?) 6 coss.

,»  BALKI-SERI to NEVELKI-SERA (?) el
' NEVELKI-SERA to CousemBa (?) I
y» . CousEMBA to CHENIPOUR (CHAINPUR) 3
,»  CuENIPOUR to CHAROUA (CHARWA) LA
y» CrarOUA to Brem-ora (Brcmord) . 8

'y, Brcn-ora to Anpy (Hinpid) . A g
At Hinpid ! you cross a river which discharges it-
self into the Gances between Brnarns and PaTya.

From Anpy to Onquenas (?) . ; e
» ONqQuENAS to TIQUERY (?) : -
»  T1QUERY to TOOLMEDEN (?) . o HHRES
s TOOLMEDEN to NOVA-SERA (?) . Al
»  Nova-sErA to Icuayour (IcHAWAR). 4,
5 ICHAVOUR to SIGNOR (SEHORE) i)

» SIGNOR to CHEKAIPOUR * (SHEIKHPURA) 3,
». - CHEKAIPOUR to Dour-aY (DurABA). 3 ,,
yw . DOUR-AY to ATER-KAIRA (HATIAKHERA) 3,
»  Arter-xaira to Teror (Diron) A

I Andy. Owing to the position of this place being given as on'a
river which joined the Ganges, I endeavoured to see if it could possibly
be identified with Chdndid on the Sone, but its position is quite off’ the
route, and the distance is too great, while the distance to Hindid, or
Handi4, on the Narbad4, in the Hoshangdbdd District, is right ; and as 1
find Rennell has suggested the same conclusion, we must accept the
consequence that Tavernier was thinking of the course of the Sone when
he was writing of the Narbadd, as the latter was often crossed by him,
and he must have known its course well, Tnder the rule of Akbar,
Hindid, as a fortified position on the route fiom Agra to Surat and Gol-
conda, was of considerable importance ; to some extent this is testified
by the ruins. In confirmation of the above, I have just observed on a
map dated 1752, in the Histoire Géndrale des Voyages, that both Chandid
on the Sone and Hindid on the Narbadd are called Andi, which, there-
fore, explains the confusion and mistake of Tavernier.

2 Chekaipour can scarcely have been Shikdrpur, as it lies to the
south of Sihore and to the east of Ichdwar, It appears to have been an
unimportant village called Sheikhpurd, which is on the line of route.
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w7 From TELOR to SAN-KAIRA (SINGATORIA?) 3 coss.

»  SAN-KAIRA to SERONGE (Strowg)? . 12 ,,

StroNj is a large town, of which the majority of the
inhabitants are Zeniae merchants and artisans, who
have dwelt there from father to son, which is the reason
why it contains some houses of stone and brick. = There
is a large trade there in all kinds of coloured calicoes,
which they call ¢/ites, with which all the common people
of Persia and Turkey are clad, and which are used in
several other countries for bedcovers and tablecloths.
They make similar calicoes in other places besides
Sirowg, but the colours are not so lively, and they dis-
appear when washed several times, It is different with
those of SiRoNj; the more they are washed the more
beautiful they become. A river ? passes here, of which
the water possesses the property of giving this vivacity
to the colours ; and during the rainy season, which lasts
four months, the workers print their calicoes according
as the foreign merchants have given them patterns,

because, as soon as the rains have ceased, the water of

the river is more disturbed, and the sooner the calicoes
are washed the better the colours hold, and become
more lively.®

There is also made at Stroyg a description of muslin
which is so fine that when it is on the person you see
all the skin as though it were uncovered. The mer-
chants are not allowed to export it, and the Governor

! Sironj is a town in the State of Tonk, Rajputana. It is now much
diminished from its former importance, which was largely due to the
muslins and ohies or chintzes which were produced there, Whether
San-Kaira be rightly identified with Singatorid or not, the distance
from Dilod to Sironj is understated at 3 + 12 = 1§ coss, as it amounts
to upwards of 51 miles, : ;

2 A tributary of the Betwah river, 4 See Book 11, chap. xiii.
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- 'the principal courtiers.  This it is of which the sultanas
‘and the wives of the great nobles make themselves
‘shifts and garments for the hot weather, and the King
and the nobles enjoy seeing them wearing these fine
shifts, and cause them to dance in them.

From BurHANPUR to Siroxy there are 101 coss,
‘which are greater than those between SuraT and
BUrHANPUR, for a cart takes an hour, and sometimes
up to five quarters of an hour, to travel one of these
¢oss.  In these 100 leagues’ of country you march for
- whole days among fertile fields of wheat and rice, which
strongly resemble our fields at Braussg,® for one rarely
meets with woods, and between SIRONJ and AGRA
the country is of much the same character. As the
' villages are very close to one another you travel in
comfort, and make the day's journey as you please.

From SERONGE to Macarki-sera (Mocur-

SARAT)® . ; : . . 6 coss.
. MAGALKI-SERA to PAULKI-SERA(?) . 2
., PauLki-sErRA to KASARIKI - SERA

(KACHNER) ! : \ it g
., KASARIKI-SERA to CHADOLKI-SERA

(SHADORA) . ; ; AR
. CHADOLKI-SERA to CALLABAS (KALA-

BAGH ) ; \ : / G

1 Fere, as elsewhere, the league is used as the equivalent of the
¢oss; and the fact pointed out on p, 52 and in the Appendix that the
coss near Surat is a short one is referred to.

2 La Beauce or Heausse, an ancient division of France in Orleanais.
Its capital town was Chartres ; it formed an extensive and very fertile
plain ; it is now comprised in the Department of Eure et Loire,

'3 Mogulsardi, or Moghal Sardi, in Tonk State, about 14 miles from
Sironj, is not to be mistaken for a place of the same name on the E.I.
Railway, near Benares,
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KALABAGH is a large town, where formerly a great
Raja vesided who paid tribute to the Grear Mocur.
Generally, when caravans passed it, the merchants were
robbed, and he exacted from them excessive dues.
But since AuraNczEB came to the throne he cut off
his head, and those of a large number of his subjects.
They have set up towers near the town on the high-
road, and these towers are pierced all round by several
windows, where they have placed in each one the head
of a man at every two feet. On my last journey, in
1665, it was not long since this execution had taken
place when I passed by KArAsdcu; for all the heads
were still entire, and gave out an unpleasant odour.

From Carrapas to ARKMATE (AxA1?) S GRS,

»  AKMATE to CorLasAR (KoLArAs ) i

Kovrdras is a small town, of which all the inhabit-
ants are idolaters. As I was entering it, on this final
journey, there arrived there also eight large pieces of
artillery, some forty-eight pounders, the others thirty-
six pounders, each gun being drawn by twenty-four
pairs of oxen. A strong and powerful elephant was
following this artillery, and whenever there was a bad
spot from which the oxen had difficulty in drawing it,
they made the elephant advance, and ,QUSE‘ the gun
with his trunk. )0y,

Outside the town, for the whole length of the high-
road, there are a number of large trees which they call
mengues? and in several places near these trees you
see small pagodas, each of which has its idol at the

1 Koldras, or Kaildras, a well.known town in Gwalior, though not
mentioned in the Zmperial Gasetleer of India. The total distance from
Mogulserai to Koldras, measured on the map, is about 62 miles.

2 Mangoes, the fruil of Maneifera Indica.



ASTIC ELEPHANT

“entrance.

. Thij‘é’...éléphant.,if)élséing in front of 6ne_.-of_ '

 these pagodas, nf;ar‘ to which I was encamped, and , 

. where there were at the door three idols of about five
' feet in height, when he was close by took one with
his trunk and broke it in two; he then took the next,
and threw it so high and so far that it was broken in
four pieces; while as for the third, he knocked off the
head with a blow of his trunk. Some thought that the
driver of the elephant had ordered him to do so, and
had given him the signal; this I did not observe.
Nevertheless, the Banians regarded it with an evil eye,
without daring to say aught, for there were more than
2000 men to conduct the guns, all of them in the king’s
service, and Muhammadans, with the exception of the
chief gunners, who were Franks,—French, English,
and Dutch. The King was sending this artillery to
the province of Drccan, where his army was opposed
to the Raja Swva-ji, who had pillaged Surar the
previous year; as I shall have occasion for describing

elsewhere.
From CoLLASAR to SANSELE (Stpri) . . 6 coss.
y - SANSELE to DonNcry (DoNGRI)! Hitg e
» o DONGRY to GATE A i IO W

Gate’ is a pass in the mountains, which:is half a
quarter of a league long, and which you descend when
going from SURAT to AGRA.  You can still see at the
entrance the ruins of two or three castles, and the road
is 80 narrow that chariots can only pass one another
with the greatest difficulty.

! Dongri of Atlas Sheet, 8 miles from Sipri, which is 15 miles from
Koldras ; Dungri-Ghat is represented on some maps near Narwir.

2 (Gate stands perhaps for some separate ghdZ or pass, probably near
Gopalpur on the Sind river, about 6} miles from Dongri.
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Those who come from the south, e route to AGRA, i
as from Surar, Goa, Brjapur, Gorconpa, and MAsu-
LipaTaM, and other places, cannot avoid traversing this
pass, not having any other road except by taking that
through AtvmapABiD.  There were formerly gates at
each end of the pass, and at that which was on the
Acra side there are five or six shops of Banians, who
sell flour, butter, rice, herbs, and vegetables. On my
last journey I halted at one of these shops while await-
ing the coaches and carts, all having descended from
them for this transit. Close by them was a large store
full of sacks of rice and corn, and behind these sacks
there was concealed a snake of thirteen or fourteen feet
in length, and of proportionate girth. = A woman while
taking some grain from the sacks was bitten on the
arm by this snake, and, feeling herself wounded, left
the shop, crying  Ram, Ram /" that is to say, “Oh
" God! Oh God!” Immediately several Banians, both
men and women, ran to her aid, and they tied the arm
above the wound, thinking that that would prevent the
poison from ascending higher. But it was unavailing,
for immediately her face swelled, and then became blue,
and she died in less than an hour. The Rdjputs,' who
are considered to be the best soldiers in Inp1a, consti-
tute the heathen soldiery, and make no scruple of
killing when it is a question of attacking or defending.
As this woman was on the point of death, four of these
cavaliers arrived, and, having learnt what had happened,
entered the store each with a sword and a short pike in
his hand, and slew the serpent. The people of the
place then took it and threw it outside the village, and
immediately a great number of birds of prey pitched on

1 Ragipous in the original, Rdjputs, the wartior caste.




‘the catcase, which was devoured in less than an hour.
| The relatives of the woman took her body and carried
it to the river to wash it, after which they burnt it. [
was compelled to remain two days in this place, because
there is a river! to cross, which, instead of lowering
itself, increased from hour to hour on account of the =
rains which had fallen during three or four days, so that
I had to cross it half a league lower down. One always
strives to cross this river by ford, because in order to
reach the boats it is necessary to unload the carts and
coaches, and even to take them to pieces, so that they
may be carried by hand for the whole of this half-league
of road, which is the worst that it is possible to con-
ceive. It is all covered with great rocks, and confined
between the mountain and the river, so that when the
waters are in flood they cover the whole road, there
being none but the people of the country who are able
to traverse it, They obtain their livelihood from the
passengers, from whom they take the most that they
can; but for that it were easy to facilitate the passage
by making a bridge, since there is no lack of either
wood or stone.

From GATE to NADER (NARWAR ?), 4 coss.

NARWAR is a large town on the slope of a mountain,

1 “The Sind river, a tributary of the Jumna.

2 Narwar or Ladara, in Gwalior, on right bank of Sind river, Lat. .
25% 39/ 2" N, Long. 777 56’ 57" E., 44 miles S. of Gwalior, ' According to -
Ferishta, Narwdr was founded in the middle of the thirteenth century.
(See Jmperial Gazelteer of India for history, etc) It is called Nurwur
on the Atlas Sheet.

The distance is given as 17 coss from Koldras to Narwdr, and the
true distance is 35 miles, and the stages given between Mogulserdi and
Koldras amount to 28 ¢oss, while the true distance is about 63 miles,
Taken together, 45 coss =98 miles, would give nearly the usual average
‘of 2 miles =1 cosy,
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I "%gove which there is a kind of fortress, and ghie whole'

" mountain is surrounded by walls. The majority of
the houses, as is the case in the other towns of InND1a,
are covered with thatch, and have only one storey ;
and  those of the wealthy have but two, and are
terraced.  You see around the town several large
tanks, which were formerly lined with cut stone, and
which they have neglected to maintain ; but at about
one league off there are still some beautiful tombs.
The same river which one has crossed the day before,
and which one re-crosses four or five coss beyond
INARWAR, surrounds the three sides of the town and of
the mountain, of which it makes a sort of peninsula,
and after a long and tortuous course it discharges
_ itself in the Gances, They make at NARWAR 'a
quantity of quilted- coverlets, some white, others
embroidered with flowers in gold, silver, and silk.

From NADER to BARQUI-SERA (BARKI SARAL) . 9 coss.

., BArqQui-sErA to TrRIE (ANTRI) ! e (R
Trie to GoUALEOR (GWALIOR?Y) . G e

GWwALIOR is a large town, ill-built like others, after
the manner of INDI1A, and it is passed by a small river.
It is built along the side of a mountain which lies to
the west, and towards the top it is surrounded by walls
with towers. There are in this enclosure several ponds
formed by the rains, and what they cultivate there is

1 Gwalior, = The chief town of the State of the same name, and the
residence of Maharaja Sindhia, situated in Lat. 26° 13’ N, and Long. 78"
12 E., 65 miles south of Agra, The fort stands on an isolated hill of
sandstone 342 feet high, 14 mile long, and 300 yards wide. On its
eastern side there are several colossal fgures, sculptured in bold relief,
as is mentioned by our author., The' Jain and Hindu antiguities have
been described by Mr, Fergusson. (See dmigerinl Gazetteer of India.)
The distance from Narwdr to Gwalior is nearly 50 miles, here it is given
as 18 ¢oss, hence the coss would exceed 2§ miles.




WALIOR

ifficient to support the garrison ; this it is which causes -
i .;h_i's' place to be esteemed one of the best in INpIA. |
- On the slope of the mountain which' faces the north-
west, Sudn JAnAN caused a pleasure-house to be built,
from whence one sees all the town, and it is fit to serve
as a fortress,  Below this house there are to be seen
several images in bas-relief, sculptured in the rock, all
of which have the forms of demons, and there is one, I
among others, of an extraordinary height.

Since the Muhammadan kings have taken possession
i of these countries, the fortress of Gwartor has become
the place where they send princes and great nobles
when they wish to be sure of their persons. | SHAR
JAnAN having ascended the throne by treachery, as I
shall relate’ in the course of my narrative, caused to
be arrested, one after the other, all the princes and
nobles wi'm he believed to be able to injure him, and
sent them to GwaLior, but he allowed them all to live
and to enjoy the revenues of their property. .!?LURANGI—

zeB, his son, does just the contrary; for when he sends

any great noble there, at the end of nine or ten days
he causes him to be poisoned, and he makes this use
of it so that the people may not say that he is a
sanguinary monarch. As soon as he had in his power
Prince MurAp Baxsn,? his younger brother—-who was
the one whom he encouraged to take arms against his
father, SuAn JAuAN, and who, being Governor of the
Province of GuyarAt, had caused himself to be called
King—he had him placed in this fortress, where he
died. They have made him in the town an appro-
priately magnificent tomb, in a mosque which they built
for the purpose, with a great court in front, all sur-

1 See Book 11, chap. ii, # Morat Bakche in original,
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‘Founded by vau_lté under which t_h(-;re'are several shops.

It is the custom in Inpia, when they build a publi¢ -

edifice, to make around it a large place for holding

markets, with an endowment for the poor, to whom .

they give alms daily, and who pray to God for him
who has caused the work to be done.

At 5 coss from GwaLIOR you cross, by ford, a river

which is called LaNikE."

From GOUALEOR to PATERKI-SERA(?) .  3¢ess. '

y  PATERKI-SERA to (QUARIQUI-SERA
(K UARI-sARAY) i . AR o i

There is a bridge at Paterki-sera,® with six large
arches = he river which flows under it is called
QUARINADL ? :

From Quariqui-sErA to Dorroura (DuOLPUR ), 6
COSS, : {

At Duorrur there is a great river called CHAMMEL-
NADI “~—you cross it in a boat, and it discharges itself
in the Jumna,® between AcrA and ALLAHABAD. |

From Dorroura to MiNAsqui-sErRA (Mani4), 6
coss.

At (? Beyond) MAN1A (-kI-sARAI) there is a river

1 This probably stands for Sanike, #.¢. Sank river, a tributary of the
Kidr{ river.

2 This is an obvious misprint for Quariqui-sera, where the bridge
really was, namely, over the Kadrf river,

3 Ku4rf river, it joins the Sind river mear its junction with the
Jumna,

4 Dholpur, the chief town of the State of the same name. It is 34
miles south of Agia, and 37 miles north-west of Gwalior, The value of
the coss as deduced from this would be very nearly two miles, 37 coss=
71 miles. The Chambal river lies three miles to the south of this town,
which was built by Rajah Dholan Dego, in the eleventh century, and
surrendered to the Emperor Bdbar in 1526.

5 Chambal river. ) b Gemena in the original.




