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TIRUEKKURAL

THE KURAL OF TIRUVALLUVAR... WITH THE
COMMENTARY OF PARIMELAZAGAR, AN AMPLIFICATION
OF THAT COMMENTARY BY RAMANUJA KAVIRAYAR, AND
AN ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE TEXT, BY W.H.DREW,
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1840-52,
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TREASURES OF TAMIL LLTERATURE. 1T DEALS WITH
THE THREE OBJECTS OF LIFE--DHARMA,ARTHA AND
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PREFACE.

The Tamil language is spoken by a population of nearly six
millions. 1t is of high antiquity and of remarkable precision and
polish. The Roman Catholic Missionaries, but especially that
distinguished Tamil scholar Beschius, cultivated it with much
diligence and success: and it was the first Indian language which
the Protestant Missionaries studied.

The knowledge of it at present possessed by Europeans is con-
siderable, but mnot critical. There is still much difference of
opinion in regard to many words and phrases, and this difference
1s likely to continue, unless an authoritative standard of appeal be
referred to. Such a standard will, it is hoped, be furnished by the
present work; in which the reader will find the purest Tamil
poetry explained in the mnost classical prose, and that prose again
simplified and amplified by an eminent living native scholar. It
may be objected that as Tamil poetry is composed with most
elaborate care, and in a style which the great mass of the people
cannot understand, it cannot Le appealed to in questions that relate
to the ordinary prose style. But although the general structure
of the sentences in poetry cannot be imitated in prose, yet the
poetry reveals the capabilities and wealth of the language, and will
furnish the diligent student with many forms of expression, many
turns.of thought, many uses of words, many connexions of words,
distinguished for force, terseness, or elegance,which n/ay and ought

“to enrich the prose style.

The work itself, the Cural of Tiruvalluvar, is held in the high~
est veneration by the Tamil people. The writer of it is deemed
an incarnation of wisdom. It is called the first of works, from
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which, whether for thought, or language, there is no appeal. The
commentary of Parimelaragar, o Brahmin, here printed for the
first time and explained, is considered the best of the ten that
have been written upon the Cural, and the first of commentaries,
The explanation of that commentary by Ramanuja Cavi-rayar is
such as might be expected from his talents and thorough know-
ledge of his language. The index verborum, now for the first
time annexed to the Caral, will, it is hoped, facilitate the studies of
the learner. The student will also perhaps Dbe interested and
assisted by the English version.

The Cural has a strong claim upon our attention, as a part of
the literature of the Country, and as a work of intrinsic excellence.
The author, passing over what is peculiar to particular classes of
sociely, and introducing such ideas only as are common to all, has
avoided the uninteresting details of observances found in Menn
and the other Shastras: and thus in general maintains a dignified
style; thongh it must be acknowledged that he sometimes de-
sceuds to puerilities. It is necessary also that such works should
be known that we may not expose ourselves to the deserved re-
proach of the educated Hindoo by rash and unfounded statements.
How often has it been asserted that the Hindoos, being utterly des-
titute of gratitude, have no word by which to express it! Will it
be believed that Tirnvallavar has a whole Chapter on Gratitude
(Osw ser fud s), of which the following are two distichs P—

«“ Forget not the benevolence of the blameless. Iorsake not
the friendship of those who have been your staff in adversity.”

“The wise will remember throughout their sevenfold births,

the love of those who have wiped away the falling tear from their

»

eye.

It cannot be supposed necessary for the sake of Christianity to
deny to such works whatever degree of merit they may possess,
Christianity requires not the aid of falsehood, or of concealment.

Nor need we wish to blacken the systems and books of the
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country beyond what truth will warrant; for even in the best
there is much and pernicious error. The Cural itself, esteemed
the best book of morals written by a Hindoo, is an illustration of
this remark. It is divided into three parts, in which virtue,
property, and sensual pleasure, are severally treated of. The
third part (erwsguure, “on Lust,”) could not be read with im-
punity by the purest mind, nor translated into any European
Janguage, without exposing the translator of it to infamy.

The late Mr. Ellis, of the H. C. Civil Service, published some
portions of the Cural with lengthened notes and illustrations. But
that work, however valuable for its illustrations, differs from the
present ; which is formed on the plan of providing the student with
Tamil materials for the prosecution of his studies generally, and of
this work in particular. Besides which, Mr. Ellis has only illustrat-
ed portions of the first twelve chapters. Whereas the Cural con-
tains, without the srw#guvrew, one hundred and eight chapters.

The late Sarvana Perumal Eiyar published about two years ago
5 second edition of the Cural, with a comment somewhat more
Jengthened than that of the first. His work also differs from this;
which contains in full the ancient comment of Parimelaragar (which
should be familiar to Tamil Scholars), an English ‘Translation of
the text, with occasional notes, and an index verborum.

At present only the first twenty-four chapters are published ;
viz. the four introductory chapters, and the twenty chapters on
(Dewp) Domestic Virtue. Lighty-four chapters are therefora
still remaining.  These, if the Editor be spared to return to India,
will at a future period be prepared for the press.

Any pecuniary profit which may remain after the whole work is
printed shall be devoted to the publication of other standard Ta-
wil works, or of approved Tamil translations of standard English
works. :

In conclusion, the Editor has to express his regret that the pub-
lication has so long been deferred. When he issued his prospectus
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in April 1838, he hoped that the part now published would be
brought out in the course of that yeur. But the slowness with
which printing is executed in this country, together with the pres-
sure of other engagements, defeated his expectations. At length
an accident occurred by which his health was materially injured.
He was in consequence absent from the presidency for nearly a
year, and is now obliged to return for a time to his native country.

He has also to regret that from the same cause the greater part
of the translation now published has not received his final cor-
rections, nor been carried through the press by himself,

Mapras,
11¢h April, 1840.
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