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H E Reader, during this continued

Differtation on the INp1ax TaEO-
10GY, is earneftly requefted occafionally
to advert to the ample profpectus prefixed
to it in a former portion of this work:
- by that means, he will be hetter enabled
to comprehend the plan purfued by the
author in the courfe of {o extenfive an in-
veftigation. From confecrated groves and
{ubterraneous caverns, he is here introduc-
ed into thofe ftupendous ftructures, the pa-
godas of Hiﬁdqﬁan ; and as, in the former

A4 volume,
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volume, the Indian and Egyptian facred
Caverns were compared, fo, in the preferit, -
the parallel is extended to the ereéted
temples of either country. The fame °
eminent Sanfcreeb. fcholars, Mr. Havuzp,
Str Wrrriam Joxes, and Mgr. Winkins,
who were his guides before in difenfling
the myfierious rites paid in thofe caverns
to the folar orb and fire, and in unfolding
all the wonders of the fidereal mlmp_&- '
chofis, will attend his progrefs thrnugh t'he
Drrra and the Tuepais; and, for the
fift time that the attempt has in_any
extent been undertaken, the Antﬂ]umes of

Inpra will be made to illuftrate thule of
Fovypr.

The Author would have heen happy to
have concluded in this ‘rn]ﬁme his firic-
tures on the Indian Theology, = but he
found that the very curious and mtcrcfhug
fubject of the Orizsrar Triaps o

' Derry
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Derry opened fo vaft a field for inquiry,
- and, withal, led to fuch important confe-
quences in our own fyftem of theology,
that it was utterly impofiible to eontract
it within the narrow limits he had pre-
feribed - himfelf. The prefent is by no
means the period for fupprefling any ad-
~ ditional teftimonies to the trath of one
of the fundamental articles of that noble
fyftem, and he trufis that he has bronght
together fuch a body of evidence as will
decifively eftablith the following important
faéts; firft, that in the SE?HIROTII_, or
THREE SUPERIOR SPLENDORs, of the
ancient Hebrews may be difcovered the
three hypoftafes of the Currstranxy Tri-
~iry; fecondly, that this doétrine flou-
rithed through nearly all the empires of
Afia A THOUSAND YEARS BEFORE PraTo
wAs BORN; and, thirdly, that the grand'
eavern-pagoda of ErEpuaNTA, the oldeft
and
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CHAPR IL

Tuae TewprLps op INDIA, EcyeT, AND §
GREEGE; LXAMINED AND COMPARED;
INCLUDIXG AN EXTENSIVE HISTORICAL
SURVEY OF THE PROGRESSIVE IMPROVE-
sENT OF THE ORIENTAL NATIONS 1IN
ARCHITECTURE ; PARTICULARLY IN SA=

CRED ARCHITECTURE.

*SECTION L

The firfi-erected Temples Sformed to refemble
Groves and Caverns,— The fiupendous Mag-
nitude and Elevation of the Indian Pagodas.
—The mojft ancient and celebrated in Hindof-
tan, viz. that of JacGERNAUT—#hat of
Beyares—that of Marrra— that of
TryppETTY—and that of SERINGHAM,—
Jucceffively and minutely deferibed.—An

'aﬁc&i.ﬂg Story relative to the Sfirh De-
i Sfilement
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__Jilement of Seringham by the Luropean Ar-
mies.— The amazing Revenues which thefe
and other Pagodas anciently enjoyed.—
40,000 Souls fupported by the Revenues of
SeriNGuAM alone.— A moreaccurate Surcvey
of their iternal Sculptures, and a Deferip-
““tion of the monfirous Iduls adored in them.
—Ecyer and INDIA feem to have affembled
in thefe Pagodas the Animals deemed more
pecudiarly facred to each Country; asy for
infiance, the Menpuiay Buory and the
Cxern of Egypt are diftovered in the BuLL
of Seeva and the Sexeuxts at Elephanta
—while the Raw, facred to JuriTer, and
the Goart, to Pax, are feen blended with
the Arr. of Rama, the Ruixoceros,

. and the ELEPHANT. -

verns, where the image of the folar orb
was adored, and from the" fill deeper
_obfcurity of fubtérraneous hierdglyphies, we
fhall triverfewithinereafed pleafure theregions
illamined by the glorious sux- himfelf. Let us
now contemplate fheofe more confpicuous; but

Ie{'s majeftic, monuments of nnthmt_-,r,
THE

EM&ERGING— from the deep fhade of ca-
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THE PAGODAS THAT ADORN TUE SURFACE,
and erect their lofty fummits in every quarter,
of Hixvostan. To the folemn myfteries of
fuperflition, celebrated in caves and amidt the
fecret recefies of the fecluded foreft, fucceeded
the not lefs fplrnﬂld and oftentatious wor-
fhip, practifed in the more ancient of thefe
fuperior temples: temples confiruéted of fuch
enormous dimenfions, that the bigoted natives
think them, equally with the caverns we have
deferibed, the work of invifible agents, Mot
of them are of an aftonifhing height and ex-
tent; while the fiones, of which they are
compofed, are of a magnitude hardly credible.
- The height, for inflance, of the pyramidal
gateway, Il'.-‘i'l[hl‘l" tothe magnificent pagoda of
(‘u[L_Lanm.l,nn the eoaft of Coromandel,
-exceeds 120 feet; the circumference of the
outwird wall of that of SeriNGHAM extends
nearly four miles; and the flenes, that form
the ftately roof of its principal gateway to the
South, are thirty-three feet long* and five and
a hulf'in diameter. We are egua.li;r awed by
; the

icmbrdgn War in Iadl, p.z5 O Edie ImMrr_‘;m.
bridge in this place, mot in prefercnce to Mr. Orme, bot becaufs
Mr. Drze, though fie bears tr.B:mmny ti the magnificence of the fones
that foem this gateway, does nut give their cxafl dimenflans; be auly
r%’h“lhqmlhﬂhrgﬂmmmtﬁmh'plﬂanufﬂ.ﬂ 3
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the majeftic appearance of thefe augufl fanes,
and firuck with wonder at the laboured deco-
rations which are difplayed on their furface.
In thefe fublime ftruétures, indeed, the polifh-
ed elegance which characterifes the Grecian
architeGure has no fhare. 'The reigning
features are rude magnificence and. mafiy
folidity; and thefe have been thought ftill
more firongly to point out “ the hand of
thofe indefatigable artifts who fabricated the
pyramids, the {phynxes,” and the other vaft
coloffal fiatues of Egypt.

. 'While we range through thefe immenfe fa-
brics, we can fcarcely yet confider ourfelves
as entirely emancipated from the gloom of the
ancient groves and caves deferibed in the for-
mer volume; fo great, in many inftances, is
the fimilitude between them. 'This fimilitude
firlt gave rife to an Effay on the origin and
progrefs of Oriental architecture, which was
originally intended to have been inferted in
the Differtation on the Literature, Arts, and
Sciences, of Hindoftan; but, as it is immedi-
ately connected with the fubject of the prefent
volume, and as the vafi field which 1 have
undertaken to explore will not allow of the
appearance of that portion of my work for a

long period, from my eagernels and anxiety
6 to
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to prefent the hiftorical part of it to my rea-
ders, it is inferted in this chapter, in which an
extenfive parallel is drawn between the faered
edifices of India and Egypt.  In faét, of thefe
pagodas, the moft venerable for their anti-
quity, as, for inftance, thofe of Deogur and
Tanjore, engraved among the accurate and
beautiful defigns of Mr. Hudges, are erected
in the form of ftupendous pyramids, refem-
bling huge caverns; and admitting the light of
heaven at one folitary door; Lhey are, how-
ever, within artificially illuminated by an infi-
nite number of lamps, fulpended aloft, and
kept continually burning. The fimilitude
which the internal appearance of fome of thefs
more ancient Indian témples bears, in point
of gloomy folemmity, to the original excavated
pagoda, {o forcibly firuck Mandeliloe, on his
vifit to this country in 1638, that he exprefsly
afferts, “they looked more like caves and re-
cefles of unclean {pirits than places defigned
for the exercife of religion.”™®  As the Hin-
doos improved in architeétural knowledge,
the form of the pagoda gradually varied; the
labours of art were exhautfted, and the revenue
of whole provinces confumed, in adorning the

temple,

* Spp the Travels of J. Albert de Mandellloe, tranilated by John
Dayies, and publithed at Lon fonin 16,
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temple of the Deity. In proof of this, may
be adduced that paffage which I bave before
quoted - from the Ayeen Akbery, and which -
acquaints us that the eatire revenues of Orijla,
for twelve years, were expended in the erection
of the remere To g suy, The outfide of
the pagodas is in general covered all over with
figures of Indian animals and deities, fculp-
tured with great {pirit and accuracy, while the
lofty walls and cielings within are adorned
with a rich profufion of gilding and paintings,
reprefenting the feats of the ancient Rajahs,
the dreadful conflicts of the contending Dew-
tahs, and the various incarnations of the great
tutelary god VeRsuyv. -

In regard to the great imilitude which the
eatlieft ereéted temples, both in India and
Egvpt, bore to ancient grove-temples, it s
firikingly evident and forcibly avrefis attention
in the arrangement of their columns, at regn-
lar and ftated diftances, forming vait aifles
and gloomy avenues that extended all round
the outfide, as well as through the whole in-
ternal length of the edifice. 1t muit be owned,
however, that this fiyle of building, with cir-
cular wings and long ranging avenucs of co-
Jamns, in the manner of the temples of Phi-

la¢ and the ferpent Cnuph, is more parti=
culaly
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cularly difcernible in the temples of Egypt,
where an infinity of pillars was' necefiary to
fupport the ponderous ftones, often thirty or
forty feet in length, that formed the roofs of
the ftupendous fiructures: of ‘the Thebais.
That fimilitode, likewife, irrefiftibly firuck
the beholder in the very form of thofe cos
lumns, of which the lofty taper fhaft, as, in
partigular, thofe of Efnay, refembled the ma-
jeftic ftem of the cedarand palm, while their
capitals expanded in a kind of foliage, repre-
fentative of the comprefled branches. of the
trees more ufually deemed facred. There 13,
in Pococke, a large plate of Egyptian co-
lumns, with their varied capitals : thofe capi-
tals, in general, bulge out towards the centre,
fomewhat after the manner of the cuflion
that crowns the Indian column ; and moft of
them are fluted or channeled in the maoner
of thofe in the Indian caverns and pagodas.
The Suryatic and Mithriac cavern, with its
circular dome for the feulptured orbs, fuf-
pended aloft and imitative ‘of thofe in the
heavens, to revolve in, and the Zoroalirian
worfhip of fire, confpired to give the Afiatic
temples at once their lofty cupolas, and that
pyramidal termination which they alternately,
affume, and which are often feen blended to-
VOL. LIL. B gether
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gether in different parts of the fame edifices
T heir aftronomical and phyfical theology .
ftamped upon other fhrines of the Deity
fometimes the evarn form, that is, the form
of the Muvpaxe rce, the mmage of that
world which his power made and governs ;

. and on others again, as thofe of Benares and

Mattra, the form of the St. Andrew’s crofs, at
once {ymbolical of the four elements, and al-
lufive to the four quarters of the world. But
1 will not, in this place, anticipate the obfer-
vations that will occur hereafter in more regu-
lar order and with more firict propriety.

I thall firfy defcribe fome of the more cele-
brated Indian temples; I {hall then direct the
eye of the reader to the mafly fanes of the
'Thebais ; and the reflections, refulting from
the furvey of thofe of either eountry, will be
detailed in the differtation alluded to. The
reader will pleafe to obferve, that I by no
means intend or prefume to give a general
hiftory of Oriental architecture : I {hall re-
firain my obfervations to that of India,
Egypt, and the early periods of the Greek and
Roman empires, and fhall principally confider
in the detail their aftronomical and mytholou

gical fpeculations.
I {hall
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I fiall commence my defcription of the
temples of India with obferving, from Taver-
nier, by whofe account 1 fhall prinecipally
guide myfelf throughout this furvey, and
whofe affertions, upon inguiry, I find to be
nearly right, that the exifting pagodas of the
greateft antiquity and celebrity, above thofe
already inftanced in all India, are the pago-
das of JAGGERNADT, Bexanus, Marraa,
and TriperTY, to Which I fhall add, from
private authority, the name of one which
that traveller did not vifit, that of SeriNc-
nan. lLadopt Tavernier’s account in pre-
ference to any other for two reafons; firft,
becaufe his narration, fo far as it relates to
objets which he actually vifited, has ever
been deemed, of all Indian travellers: the
moft genuine and authentic; and, fecondly,
becaufe he travelled through India before
thofe dreadful devaftations commenced, which
the execrable {pirit of bigotry that actuated
the mind of the Indian emperor, Anrengzeb,
urged him to commit on the ancientand hals
lowed fhrines of India. 'This fierce Moham-
medan, however renowned in the ficld of
politics and war, tamnifhed all the glory ob-
. tained in that field by his intolerant zeal, and

the remorfelefs fury with which he perfecuted
B 2 the

e
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the benign religion and unoffending priefts of
Brahma. But for thefé unprovoked outrages,
even the enormous accumulation of crimes,
and the torrent of kindred blood through
which he afcended the throne of India, might
have been fomewhat veiled by the hiftorian,
and afcribed to the perfidious and often fan-
guinary intrigues of Eaftern courts; but this
conduét in Aurengzch, fo different from the
mild and lenient Akber, and the immediate
defcendants of that confiderate and  bene-
ficent monarch, covers his name with ever
lafting infamy, and forbids his biographer
to palliate his glaring and reiterated atroci-

It was about the middle of the laft century,
and before the auguit temple of Benares was
polluted by thofe lofty Mohammedan mina-
vets, which, Mr. Haftings fays, make it, at a
diftance, fo confpicuous and attractive an ob-
je, that Tavernier travelled througha coun-
try which his pen has deferibed in fo enter-
taining a manner.  His particular defeription
of the Indian pagodas commences at the
eighteenth chapter of the firlt book of his
Travels in India; and, as they are not nunie-
rous, 1 fhall attend him in s vifits: to all
thofe of note which he furveyed ; and, if the

a . modern
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modern traveller in India fhould not find the
defcription exactly confonant to the image
which his recollection prefent to his view, he
will be candid enough to confider, that, at
this day, near a century and a half have
elapfed, and that the country, in which they
are orwere fituated, has been, during that {pace,
the theatre of conftant wars and the fcene of
fucceflive devaftations. I fhall not, however,
confine myfelf to Tavernier : Mandelfloe, be-
fore-cited, travelled ftill earlier through that
country ; and both Bernier and Thevenot oc-
cafionally deferve refpectful notice.

Thefe amazing firuétures are generally
erected near the banks of the Ganges, Kiftna,
or other facred rivers, for the benefit of ablu-
tion in the purifying fiream. Where no ri-
ver flows near the foot of the pagoda, there
is invariably, in the front of it, a large tank,
or refervoir of water. Thefe are, for the
moft part, of a quadrangular form, are lined
with freeffone or marble, have fieps regu-
Jarly defcending from the margin to the
bottom, and Mr. Crauford obferved many be-
tween threeand four hundred feet in breadth *.
At the entrance of all the more confiderable
pagodas there is a portico, fupported by rows

: B3 of

® See Mr, Crauford's Sketches, vol.i. p. 106,
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of lofty columns, and afeended by a hand-
fome flight of ftone fteps; fometimes, as in
the inftance of T¥ipetti, ® to the number of
more than a hundred.  Under this portico,
and in the courts that generally inclofe the
whole building, an innumerable multitude ai-
fembled at the rifing of the fun, and, having
bathed in the ftream below, and, in confor-
mity (6 an immemorial cuftom over all the
Faft, having left their fandals on the border
of the tank, impatiently await the unfolding -
of the gates by the miniftering Brahmin. The
gate of the pagoda univerfally fronts the Eaft,
to admit the ray of the folar orb, and opening
prefents to the view an edifice partitioned out,
according to M. Thevenot in his account of
Chitanagar, in the manncr of the ancient
cave-temples of Elora, baving a central nave,
or body; a gallery ranging on each fide; and,
at the farther end, a fanctuary, or chapel of
the deity adored, furrounded By a fione bal-

luftrade to keep off the populace . Therea-
der for the prefent muft check his curipfity in
régard

® See Voyage des Indes, tom. iil. p. 360. Edit. Rouen, 1713-

.+ See Thevenot's Travels ip India, ps 79 This anthor 13 afferted
by fomc writcrs hever to have been in India; but he certaily was,

and the account of what be perfonally faw is detailed in thefe travels,
whigh are equally entertaining and authentic, :
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Yegard to all the complicated modes of wor-
thip, and all the various ceremonial rites ob-
ferved by the devotees in the Indian temples,
till the enfuing chapter, which will fully do=
feribe them. Our more immediate bufinefs is
with the temples themfelves. v
" The Peninfula was the region of India laft
conquered by the Mohammedans ; we may
therefore expect to find in that region as well
the genuine remains of the Indian religion ad
the unmixed features of the Indian architec-
_ture. In June, 1652, Tavernier commenced
his journey from Mafulipatam, (the Mefolia
of Ptolemy,) on the Coromandel-coaft, to
Goleonda; and the firft pagoda of confequence
which he remarked was that of BEzoARA, OF
Buzwara, as Major Rennel writes the word.
1t is now only a fort on the Kifina river, but
was then probably a confiderable town ; for,
its temple is deferibed by Tavernier as une pa:
-gadss{art grande, not inclofed with walls, but
erected upon fifty-two lofty columns, with
fatues of the Indian deitics ftanding between
the columns. Though the temple itfelf thus
deferibed, which feems to have beentather the
fincuaty than the pagoda itfelf; u term which
includes the whole fructure, was witheut

walls, in the form of the Monopteric build-

D 4 ngs,

——
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ings, mentioned by Vitruvius in his Hiftory of
Architecture, yet it was fituated in the midft -
of an oblong court, plus longue que large, en- -
compafled with walls, round which ranged a
gallery raifed upon fixty-fix pillars in the
manner of a cloifter ¥, !

It is rather unfortunate that this traveller,
as well as others, have not been more parti-
cular in their deferiptions of the form and
ornaments of the columns which they faw in
this country : many of which were undoubtedly
erected before the Grecian orders of architec-
ture were invented; and none of which,
moft afluredly, had thofe orders for their
model.. From repeated inquiries, made by

me, I learn that they are in generalof a

fathion that bears fome remote refemblance
to the Doric; and, indeed, the weight and
magnitude of the buildings they fupport
feemed to require pillars approaching in
firength to thofe'of that primitive, fimpley
and robuft, order. It is not impofiible: that
the Greeks might derive from India their
firft notion of an order naturally diétated by
a mode of building, widely different from the
light, elegant, and airy, ftyle in which the
Grecian edifices are generally ereéted. Bat,

on

* Voyage du.ludes, tom, iil, p. 226. Edit. Rouen, 1713.
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on this fubject, I fhall hereafter trouble the
rcader with a difquifition of fome extent.
I omit, at prefent, his defeription of the
monfters and demons affreur, as he calls them,
with huge horns,” and numerous legs and
tails, fculptured in this pagoda, becaufe it is
my intention to notice thefe emblematical
fizures when, in the next'chapter, 1 come to
confider the worlhip paid in thefe pagodas.
It is fufficient, at prefent, to remark that the
Indians worfhip the Deity by {ymbols ; while
his power, extending through various nature,
and his venerated attributes are reprefented
by animals charaéteriftic of them. ‘Thus, for
inftance, his wifdom is {ymbolized by a circle
of heads, his firength by the elephant, his
glory by horns, imitative of the folar ray, his
creative energy by the male of animals of a
prolific ‘kind, as the bull or goat, while the
combinations of thefe animals, or parts of
animals, were intended to defignate his united
power, wildom, and glory. Degrading to the
Divine Nature as thefe reprefentations appear
to us, and as they really are, they are no more
than might be expected from arace {o deeply
involved in phyfies as the Indians are, and fo
totally unafiified by diviue revelation to cor-
rect their perverted notions. In the neigh-

bourhood
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" bourhood of this pagoda was another, the

name of which is not mentioned, fituated upon
alofty hill. This pagodaTavernier defcribes
as quadrangular, with a high cupola crown-

ing the fummit.  The hill itfelfis afcended by .

no lefs than one hundred and ninety-three
fteps, every ftep a foot in height; par un e/~
calier de 193 marches, chacune d'un pied de haut.
1 add the original that I may not appear to
exaggerate. i
Leaving thefe comparatively fmall edifices
and this immediate route of our traveller, lét
us once more attend him to the grand temple
of Jaggernaut, the moft celebrated but un-
doubtedly not among the oldeft fhrines of
India. T am aware that this affertion is di- -
teétly contrary to the opinion which Mr.
Sonnerat appears to favour, who tells us that, -
accordmu' to the annals of the country and
the facred books, the pagoda of Jaggernaut
is inconteftably the moft ancient; and that,
were its inward fanétuaries examined, in thofe
facred recefles would probably be difcovered
the moft ancient and hallowed archives of the
country. The calculations of the Brahmins,
he adds, carry its antiquity as far back as
the time of Parircurrev, firflt king of the
coaﬁ of Onﬂ‘a, who flourifhed at the coms=
3 mencement
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mencement of the Cali age, and by this cal-
‘culation it thould be of the aftonithing anti-
‘quity of 4800 years ¥, Neither from the ap-
pearance nor from the ftile of this pagoda,
which is not of a pyramidal form, but is an
immenfe circular fabric, does there arife any
evidence of this fiupendous antiquity. Jag-
gernaat is only another name for the great
Indian god Mahadeo, who may be recog-
nized by the vaft bull, which, as related ina
former page, juts out, with an eaffern afpect,
from the centre of the building. The fuppo-
fition of Major Rennel } is far more probable,
that it was erected aboutthe eleventh century,
after the deftruction of the fuperb temple of
Sumnant, in Guzzurat. The very name of
the deity Navr, which fignifies CrEATOR,
firongly corroborates this fuppofition ; and
there is an old tradition in the neighbourhood
that the deity of this temple fwam thither
from a more wefterly region. - I muft refer
the reader to the page juft alluded to, which
is the 105th of the firft, or geographical, Dif-
fertation, under the foobah of Oriffa, for an
ample account, extracted by me from the A-
yeen Akbery and Hamilton’s Voyage, of the

firft

# See Sonnerat's Voyages, chap. iv. p. 108,
4 See Memoirs, p. 165, fecond edition,
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firft eftablithment of this temple, of the deity
adored in it, of the ceremonies and rites prac-

tifed in it, of the frequent ablution of Jag-

gernaut, and the great multitude of Brahmms

and devout pilgrims daily fed at this auguft

temple. The Brahmin fable, relative to its

erection, afferts that the’ fpot on which it
ftands was peculiarly favoured by the Deity ;
and Major Rennel perhaps gives the true rea-

fon why it was {o; viz. its remote fituation
from the {cene of Mahmud’s fpreading con-

quefls, and its being fhut up from every ap-
proach, but on the fide of the ocean, by im-

paflable mountains and deep rivers. What

Tavernier has recorded relative to this pagoda
1s inferted in the pages immediately fucceed-
mg that juft referred to; and to his defeription

it is not neceffary to add in this place any

other particulars, than that it is the refidence

of the Arch-Brahmin of all India; that the
im’ﬂgé of Jaggernaut ftands in the centre of
the building upon a raifed altar, encompaffed.
with iron rails, under a very lofty dome ; and

that the facred domains, that belonged to the

temple, the munificent donation of fucceﬂive

rajahs, once afforded pafturage to . above

20,000 cows.

The
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* The Peninfula of India, however, affords
‘two inftances of buildings which are un-
doubtedly among the moft ancient, if they
are not abfolutely the moft ancient, of all the
Indian temples. They are thofe of Deogur
and Tanjore; and, as they have exercifed
the mafterly and corre¢t pencil of Mr.
Hodges, in his celebrated Defigns of Indian
Buildings, we may depend upon the accu-
~ racy both of the engraving and the accom-
panying concife defeription of them.
 'The pagodas of Drocur, ‘according to
that gentleman, fhew the earlieft ftages of
Hindoo architecture, being fimply pyramids,
by piling one mafly fione upon another to
a vaft height. They are without any light
whatever within, except what comes through
a {mall door fcarcely five feet high. In the
ceNTRE of the building is a dark chamber,
lighted by one folitary lamp, where the rites
of their religion are performed. The famous
pagoda of Tawjore is not different from
thofe of Deogur, but in its improved form
and decorations. ¥
~ Let us now attend M. Tavernier to the re-
gion properly called Hindoftan, and explore

: : the

. See the account prefixed to the engravings of thefe temples in

DEesi6Ns 1x INDra,

L. —
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the great and highly-venerated pagoda of Be-
nares, ‘'This pagoda; he obferves, derives a
confiderable portion of the diftinguifhed cele-
brity which it enjoys from the fuperior fanéti=
ty of the city in which it {ftands, the ancient
and renowned Casi, a city devoted from the
earlieft periods to Hindoo devotion and fci+
ence! Itis fitnated clofe to the fhore of the
Ganges ; into which fiream, according to our
traveller, a regular flight of fione fieps de-
fcends, leading directly down from the gate
of the pagoda. The body of the temple itfelf,
he informs us,* is conftructed in the form of a
vasTt cross, (that is, a St. Andrew’s erofs,
allufive to the four elements,) with a very high
cupola in the centre of the building, but fome-
what pyrRaMIDAL towards the fummit; and
at the extremity of every one of the four
parts of the crofs there is a tower, to which
there is an afcent on the outfide, with bals
conies at ftated diftances, affording delightful
views of the city, the river, and adjacent
country.. With refpect to the infide of this
grand temple, he relates, that under the high
dome in the middle, there fiands an altar, in
form of a table, eight feet in length, and fix
in breadth, covered fometimes with rich ta-

peftry

*® Voyage de Tavernier, tom, iv, p, 149: Edit, 3 Rouen;
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pefiry and fometimes with cloth of gold o¢
filver, according to the greater or lefs folem-
nity of the feftival. Upon this altar Taver-
nier faw feveral idols; but one in particular,
fix feet high, arrefted his attention, the neck
of which was f{plendidly decorated with a
chain of precious fiones, of which the priefts
have variety for different feftivals, fome of
rubies, fome of pearls, and others of emeralds.
The head and neck of this idol were alone
vifible; all the reft of the body was covered
with an embroidered robe, {preading in ample
folds upon the altar below. On the right
fide of the altar he obferved a firange com-~
pound figure of mafly gold, which he cally
UNE CHIMERE, @ CHIMZRA, formed of the
different parts of an elephant, a horfe, and &
mule, upon which, he was informed, that holy
perfon ufed, when living, in his guardian care
. of mankind, to take long journeys; and I
muft add, that this circumfiance is another
irrefragable proof, that many of the idols,
adored in India, are peiriED-MoRTALES. He
obferved likewife, in this pagoda, a certain
idol of black fione, or the SommoNacoODOM,
concerning which fomething more particular
will oceur hereafter. That execrable {pirit of
bigotry which actuated the mind of Aureng-

zeb,




[ 82 ]

web, fo different from that of the mild and
tolerant Akber, prompted that remorfelefs
perfecutor of the Hindoo faith to pollute this
venerable fabric, and infult the religion of
Brahma in its ancient fanétuary. Upon'the
majeftic ruins of this auguft pile, which was
vifited by Tamerlane before its pollution, he
ereéted a grand mofque, with two very lofty
Mohammedan minarets, which, Mr. Forfter,*
in his elegant but concife account of this
city, fays, at the diftance of eight miles,
firongly attract the eye of the traveller who
approaches - Benares on the river from the
eaft quarter, and which, from their elevated
height, feem to look down with trinmph
and exultation on the humbled pride and
degraded devotion - of this once flourifhing
city and univerfity.
* There is anothier remarkable inftance of the
bratal conduét of Aurengzeb in regard to the
pagoda of Ahmed-Abad, in Guzzurat, which
therefore may not improperly be noticed
here. It is called the pagoda of Santidas, the
name of its founder, and is defcribed by Taver-
nier as confifting of three courts, paved with
marble, and furrounded with porticoes, fup-

' ported

* Sketches of the Mythology and Cuftoms of the Hindoos, by
Mr. Forfter, p. 4. .
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ported by marble columns, into the third or
inner court of which no perfon was permitted
to enter with his fandals on. The infide roof
and walls of this pagoda are adorned with
Mofaic work and agates of various colours,
and all the porticoes are crowded with fe-
male figures, finely feulptured in marble, I
prefume of Bhavani, the Indian Venus, or
Nature in her prolific character perfomfied,
with her numerous attendants of nymphs and
graces. This fine pagoda was afterwards de-
filed and converted into a Turkith mofque by
Aurengzeb; and the hiftory of the barbari-
ties committed . by the ufurpers of India
fcarcely records any greater outrage offered
to the Hindoos than was committed by him
in efleéting his purpofe. It is Thevenot, a
later traveller in India, that furnifhes me with
the anecdote. - Knowing the profound vene-
ration of the Hindoos for the cow, he order-
ed one of thofe facred animals to be flaugh-
tered within its walls, which effectually pre-
cluded the Brahmins from ever again paying
their adorations in a temple contaminated by
fuch a dreadful and wanton aét of atrocity.®
His intolerant bigotry led him to commuit &ill
farther outrages, He waged war with the

VOL. 111, c - beautifual

* $ec Thevenot's Indian Travels, p. 10, Eng. fol. edit. 1687, .-
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‘beautiful marble feulptures it contained ;- fory
lie ordered all thofe elegant fiatues to be dif*
figured, and fmote off the nofe of every
figure in the edifice that alluded to the Hin-
doo mythology. Thére can fearcely be a
doubt, from Thevenot’s defeription of the
great Mohammedan moftjue, . in this famous
city, called Juma-Mefgid, that it was an~
ciently a Hindoo temple.
It was my fixed intention in this Differta-
tion on the Indian archite¢ture, torefrain from
deferibing any temples; Lhowever grand and
"ftupendons, as many of the: Mohammedan
mofques; ereéted in India, are, that were not
ftrictly Hindoo : but, as the fiyle of building
of the Juma-Mescin, or Friday’s Mofque,

* {o called from the great refort of all ranks

of Mohammedans thither on that day, evi-
dently proves the architecture to be genuine
Andian, I fhall, in this inftanceé alone, deviate
from my general rule. I fhall adhere to
Thevenot's account, which is more ample
than Tavernier’s. ST
'This vaft pile; of which the ingenious
Mr. Forbes has favoured me with the fight of
‘a beautiful drawing, taken on the fpot, by his
ovn correét pencil, is erécted in a quadrans
gular-fafhion, but not exactly fquare; for, it
| : > < 18

&
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is i length 140 pa.cm, and in breadth 120,
which is entirely confonant to the obfervation

of Mr. Crauford, that the Hindoos never
ere@ any building precifely fquare, though

their deviation from that line of meafure-
ment is very trifling, andy in their large
buildings, fcarcely difcernible.  Round this
wall, on the infide, as is ufual in India, and
as may be feenin my engraving of the large
pagoda in the former volume, runs a vaulted
gallery, the roof of which is. fupported by
four-and-thirty pilafters. - The temple itfelf is
elevated upon forty-four pillars, ranging two
and two. in regular order through the build-
ing, and the pavement is of marble. Twelve
beautiful domes, of different dimeniions, meet
the eye of the {pectator on his approach to
the temple. In the middle of the front of it
are three great arches; at the fides are two
large fquare gates that open into it; and each
gate is beautified with pilafters, but without
any particular order of architeclure. The
high fieeples, or minarets, on the top of each
gate, from which, he fays,. the beadles of the
molque call the people to prayers, are doubt-

Jefs of Mohammedan confiruction.
While on this weftern fide of India, the
reader-will perhaps readily pardon an excur-
C: 8 Grrae fion
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" fion to Patten-Sumnaut, near the coaft, where

once flourithed the moft fuperb temple in all

Hindoftan, but whofe inmoft fanétuary was - '

polluted, and whofe immeafe accumulated
wealth was plundered, by the defolating tyrant
Mahmud of Gazna, in his invafion of this
part of India, about the year 1000 of our
era. The temple of SUMNAUT, 2 deity very
nearly related, 1 conceive, t0 JAGGERNAUT
of Oriffta, or rather, as I fhall hereafter en-
deavour, from the fimilarity of their names
and the co-incidence of various other circum-
ftances to evince, the very identical divinity
venerated on that, coaft, was, previoufly to
the irruption of the Gaznavide fultans, the
moft celebrated refort of devotees in this ever
moft populous and beft cultivated region of
Hindoftan. Indeed, the idol, adored in this
grand temple, gave his name, not only to the
city, but to a very extenfive tract of country
around it; finee, according to the Ayeen
Akbery,* one of the grand divifions of the
province of Guzzurat, is called by his name.
He feems, indeed, like Jaggernaut, in later
times, to have had pre-eminence above all
other idols that were worfhipped throughout

the whole country; for, if Ferifhtah may be

eredited,

- * Ayeen Akbery, vol. iis p- 81
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eredited, the different rajahs had beftowed.
two thoufand villages, with their territories,
for the fupport of the eftablifhment of this
temple, in which two thoufand priefts con-
ftantly officiated. Of the temple itfelf, the
moft extravagant relations are given by the
Perfian and Arabian authors, who wrote the
life of Mahmud and his defcendants ; authors
from whofe valuable works Ferifhtah proba-
bly drew the materials of his Indian Hiftory
and which authors, after great expence and
toil of refearch, are now, for the moft part, in
my poffeflion. From thefe authentic {ources,
therefore, compared with the Ayeen Akbery -
and other Indian preductions, printed and .
manufeript, to which the patrons and friends
of this work have granted me accefs, 1 hope
to gratify my readers with a more valuable
and original work than I could firft hope to
complete; a work, which, in the large fcale
at prefent propofed, cannot fail of being
more generally interefting, fince it will em-
brace much of the hiftory of the ancient
world, and record many of the moft flluftrious
deeds tranfacted on the great theatre of Afia;
too illuftrious, alas! if the daring but fuccefl-
ful odttrages of ferocious barbarians may be
called - illufirious, and the oppreflion and

¢3 plunder
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ﬁhmder of the mildeli and moft benevolent
people on earth dignified by the name of
valour.

The lofty roof of Sumnaut was fupported
by fifty-fix pillars overlaid with plates of gold,
and incruited at intervals with rubies, eme-
ralds, and other precious ftones. One pen-
dant lamp alone illumined the fpacious fabric,
whofe light, reflected back from innumerable
jewels, fpread a firong and refulgent lufire
throughout the whole ttrmple. In the midfi
ftood Sumnaut himfelf, an idel compofed of
one entire ftone, fifty cubits in height, forty-
feven of which were buried in the ground;
and, on that {pot, according to the Brahmins,
he had been worfhipped between four and
five thoufand years, a period beyond which,.
it is remarkable, they never venture to afeend ;
for, it is a period at which their Cali, or pre-
fent age, commences @ it is, m Thort, the pe-
riod of that Aood, beyond which, Mr, Bryant
judicioufly obferves, human records cannot
afcend. His image was wafhed every morn-
ing and evening with frefh water, brought
from the Ganges, at the diftance of twelve
hundred miles. Around the dome were dif-
perfed fome thoufands of images in® gold
and filver, of various fhapes and dimenfions,

i fo
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fo that on this {pot, as in a grand pantheon,

{feemed to be affembled all the deities venes

rated in Hindoftan. As it may gratify the

reader to be.informed of the fate of this beau-
fitul and coftly thrine, and of the fentiments .

raifed by the profpect of it in‘the breaft of ‘a

favage and avaricious ufurper, I fhall prefent
him with the relation of that event as 1t ftands

in the propofed hiftory.

. Mahmud being informed of the riches col-

leéted at Sumnaut, as well as of the tremen-

dous menace of the idol, if he approached

that hallowed fhrine, was determined to put

the power of the god to inftant trial.  Leav-

ing Gazpa with an immenfe army, and ad-

vancing by the way of Multan and Ajmere,

through two terrible deferts, where nothing

“but the moft prudent exertions faved that
~army from being annihiated by famine, he
armived, without oppofition, before the walls
of Sumnaut. On the high battlements of the
temple were affembled an innumerable muls
titude in arms, when a herald approaching des
nounced the vengeance of the god, and in-
formed the befiegers that their idol, Sumnaut,
had drawn them together on that {pot, that
he might blaft them in a moment, and
ax enge, by one dreadful and general ruin, the
(o deftruétion
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deftruction of the gods of Hindoflan. -In fpite
of thele awful imprecations, Mahmud com-
menced an immediate and vigorous affault :
and drove the defendants from the walls, which
the befiegers, by fcaling ladders, mftantly
mounted, exclaiming aloud, « Allah Akbar.”
The Hindoos, who had retreated into the tem-
pleand profirated themfelves before their idol
in.devout expectation of feeing the enemy
difcomfited by the fignal and inflantaneous
vengeance of heaven, finding their expeéta- -
tions vain, made a defperate effort for the
prefervation of the place. Rufhing in a body
on the aflzilants, they repulfed them with great
flaughter ; and, as faft as frefh forces afcended
the walls, pufhed them headlong down with

their fpears. This advantage they maintained

for two days, fighting like men who had de- °
voted themfelves to that death, which their
beliefin the Metempfychofis affured them was
only a paflage to felicity and glory. At the
end of this period a valt army of idolators
coming to their relief, drew the attention of
Mahmud from the ficge to his own more im-
mediate fafety. Leaving, therefore, a body of
troops to amufe the befieged, he took a more
favourable fiation, and prepared to engage
the advancing enemy. Thefe were led to bat-

4 tle
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tle by Rajah Byram Deo, from whofe family
. the territory of Deo received its name, and
other confiderable rajahs, under the certain
- perfuafion that the caufe for which they were
to fight would mfure victory to their arms.
Accordingly, they fought with a heroifim pro~
portionate to their fuperftition; and, before
victory declared for Mahmud, five thoufand
Hindoos lay flaughtered on the field. The
garrifon of Sumnaut, after this defeat, giving
up all for loft, iflued out of a gate that looked
towards the ocean, and embarked in boats
to the number of four thoufasd, with an in-
tent to proceed to the ifland of Serandib or
Ceylon ; but, information of their flight hav-
ing been given to the fultan, he feized all the
boats that remained in the harbour, and fent
after them a feleét body of his beft troops, who,
capturing fome and finking others, permitted

few of the miferable fogitives to efcape.
After placing a large body of guards at the
gates and round the walls, Mahmud entered
the city, and approaching the temple was
ftruck with the majeftic grandeur of that an-
cient firu¢ture ; but, when he entered 1n and
faw the ineftimable riches it contained, he was
filled with aftonifhment, mingled with de-
light. In the fary of Mohammedan zeal, he
finote
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finote off the nofe of the idol with a mace
which he carried, and ordered the image to’

-be disfigured and broke to pieces. While

they were proceeding to obey his command, a
croud of Brahmins, frantic at this treatment
of theit idol, petitioned his omras to interfere,

-and offered fome crores in gold if he would

forbear farther to violate the image of their
deity. They urged, that the demolition of
the idal would not remove idolatry from the
walls of Summnaut, but that fuch a fum of

' anoney, given among believers, would be an

action truly meritorious. The fultan ac-

‘knowledged the truth ‘of their remark, but

declared that he never would become that
bafe character, which a coineidence with their
petition would render him, a feller of idols,
"T'he perfons appointed, therefore, proceeded
in theiv work ; and, having mutilated the (-
perior part, broke in pieces the body of the -
idol, which had been made hollow, and con-

tained an infinite variety of diamonds, rubies,

and pearls, of a water {o pure, and of a
magnitude {o uncommon, that the beholders
were filled with furprize and admiration.
This unexpedted treafure, with all the other
fpoil, taken in the temple and city of Sumnaut
were immediately fecured and fent to Gazna ;

while .
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while fragments of the demolifhed idol were
diftributed to the feveral mofques of Mecca,
Medina, and Gazna, to be thrown at the
threfhold of their gates, and . trampled upon
by devout and zealous muflulmen.

If the reader fhould now choofe to afcend
towards the city of Naugracut, in the great
range of mountains fo called, whither feyr
Europeans, befides John Albert de Mandelslo,
have penetrated, he may there contemplate
the ruins-of what that writer, who vifited the
place in 1638, denominates .« a fuperb and
fumptuous pagoda, the floor whereof is co-
vered with plates of gold, and in which is
the effigies of an animal, or rather monfter, to
whom thie numerous devotees facrifice their
tongues.”* Mandelslo callsit the idol MATTA ;
“but Abul Fazil, whe had probably vifited
the place in one of his journeys, with Akber,
to Cathmere, exprefsly fays, it was the con-
fort, that is, the active power, of Mahadeo,
the defiroying god, to whom thefe fanguinary
facrifices, fo much in unifon with his cha-
‘raéter, were made. 'The reader may like-
wife view the remains of the hallowed col-
lege of Tanaflar, which Mr. Finch vifited
fo early as the year nine of the feventeenth

century,
* Mandelslo’s Travels, p. 21.
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century, the fame of whofe learning, and the
wealth of whofe auguft pagodas, was fpread
over all India* Indeed, according to the
Arabian writers, who will hereafter be cited
at large by me, this place was the Mecea of
this part of Hindoftan, and its folid idols of
mafly filver made no fmall part of the booty
acquired in Mahmud's fixth wruption mto
India. Many other noble pagodas adorned
- thefe higher regions of Hindoftan, whofe
~ accumulated treafures became the property
of thofe facrilegious Arabian and Perfian in-
vaders, who, under the pretence of propa-
gating religion, violated every principle of
morality, and fpread havoc and defolation
through regions once the lovelieft and the
happieft upon earth.

'Tapaflar was, according to the A.;,reen Ak-
bery, the northern, and Mattra the fouthern,
limit of the domains of the old rajahs of
Delhi, previous to the fubverfion of their
power by thefe mercilefs marauders. 'T'o the
Iatter city, once rich and beantiful, but now
decayed and ruined, the feene of the exploits
of the amiable Creefhna, the courfe of the
Jumnah, that walhes Delhi, will immediately
Jead us. Let us approach, with becoming re-

verence,
® See Mr. Finch's Travels in Harrid's Voyages, vol, i:_p 8.
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verence, the fuperb temple of the mildeft
and moft benevolent of all the Hindoo dei-
ties.

Mattia, the Methora of Pliny, is fituated
about eighteen miles from Agra, on the di-
reét road to Delhi, and is particularly cele-
brated for having been the birth-place of
Creeflina, who is efteemed, in India, not fo
" much an incarnation of the divine Veefhnu
as the Deity himfelf in a human form.
The hiftory of this perfonage is among the
moft curious of all that occur in Indian my-
thology. TheSanicreet narrative ofhis extra-
ordinary feats, in fome points, approaches o
near to the Scriptural account of our Saviour,
as to have afforded real ground for Sir W.
Jones to fuppofe that the Bralimins had, in the
early ages of Chriftianity, feen or heard reeited
to them fome of the fpurious gofpels which in
thofe ages fo numeroufly abounded, and had
ingrafted the wildeft parts of them upon the
old fuble of this Indian Apollo.* The birth
of this divine infant was predifted, and a
reigning tyrant of India, by name Caxsa,
learning from the prediction that he thould
be defiroyed by this wonderful child, order
wd all the male children, born at that period,

vk * See Afatic Refearshes, vol, i, p. 263375
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to he flain: but Crethna was preferved by
biting the ‘breafl, infiead of fucking the poi-
foned nipple, of the nurfe commifficned. to
defiroy him. From fearof this tyrant, he was
foftered in Matnvra by an honeft herdf-
man, and pafled his innocent hours in rural di-
verfions at his fofter-father’s farm.  Repeated
miraeles, however, foon diftovered his celef>
tral origin. - He preached to the Brahmins the
doctrines of meeknefs and benevolence ; he
even condefcended to wafh their feet, as a
proof of his own meeknefs ; and he raifed the
dead by delcending for that purpofe to the
loweft region. He acted not always, indeed,
in the capacity of a prinee or herald of
peace, for he was a mighty warrior; but his
amazing powers were principally exerted to
fave and to defend. Fven the great war of
the Mahabbarat, which he fomented, was a
JusT war, undertaken againft invaders and
tyrants, whem he triumphantly overthrew,
and 'then returned to his {eat in Varcovrma,
the heavenly region, .

The pagoda, facred to this Indian deity, is
not lefs ftupendous than his hiftory and his
actions.  According to Tavernier, it is one. of
the moft fumptuous edifices inall India, con-
ftructed of the fame beautiful red fione, or -

' - « marble,



[ )
sfintble, with which, I before obferved;. the
caftle of Agra and the walls of Delhi arebuilt,®

and ftanding upon a vaft oétagonal platform,
overlaid with hewn fione. Extenfive,  how-

ever, as is this temple, it does not oecupy
above half the platform: the remaininghaif -

férves as a grand piazza in front of it. The
platform- itfelf is afeended by two fhights of

frone fteps, fixteen in number, of which. the -

prineipal leads up to the grand portal of the
pagoda, fupported by pillars richly decorated
with the ufual feulptures. The pagoda iis
conftruéted likewife in the form of a crofs, of
which each wing is equal in extent, and a
fimilar dome to thut at Benaves rifes to a vaft

height in the centre, with an addition of two -

others, fomewhat fimaller, on each fide. . The
elevation and grandeur of’ the whole fabric
may eafily be conceived from the aflertion of
the fame traveller, that, though fituated in'a
bottom, it is diftinctly vifible at the diftance
of five or fix leagues, In'this pagoda,the

SANCTUARY i partitioned off by a clofeibas -

Tuftrade of pillars, within which none but the
Brahmins are allowed to enter. A bribeito

thofe Brahmins, however, iitroduced our curis -
al OHs

' ® Bee the 'defcription d'ﬁgumuwﬁupiphulmﬂ'm
wol. iy p. 73
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ous traveller into this recefs, and whe there
beheld a great {quare altar, fixteen feet in
height, covered with gold and filver brocade,
on which ftood the great idol, which, he fays,
they called Ram Ram. Rawm, however, he
mentions in another place as the general ap-
pellation for an idol deity ; and the idol, here
worthipped, is, doubtlefs, Veeflinu, under the
form of Creefhna. It fhould not be forgotten,
however, that Rama was the elder brother of
Creefhna. The head of the idol; which appear-
ed to be of black marble, was alone vifible, with
two great rubies in the place of eyes. All the
reft of the body, from the thoulder to the feet,
was concealed beneath a robe of purple velvet.
He noticed alfo two {mall idols, one on each
fide of the greater, and the {fuperb carriage in
which, on high feftivals, the god is carried
about in proceflion. Long before the period
of Tavernier’s vifit to Mattya, the veneration
of the Hindoos for this auguft pagoda had de-
clined, and the devotion, {o fervently paid at
ats hallowed fhrine in ancient time, was al-
moft totally neglected. 'The reafon which he
afligns for this general neglect of the rites, due
to the benevolent Crersmna, is, that the
Jumnah, which formerly flowed clofe by its
€oot, had retived to the diftance of half a

league
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league from it, and that diftance was incon-
venient for the ablution of the numerous
pilgrims who formerly flocked to it; {o in-
convenient, that, before they could reach the
pagoda, fome frefh defilement had taken place,
and it became necﬁﬂ'ary to repeat the ab-
lution.

The pagoda of Tr1PETTY is fituated upon
the top of a high mountain in the dominions
of the nabob of Arcor, about forty miles
north-eaft of that capital; and, as well for its
extent as for the various accommodations of
lodgings for the numerous Brahmins who of-
ficiate in it, has the appearance of a city
rather than of a temple. To this hill, Ta-
vernier {ays, there is a circular alcent every
way of hewn fione; the leafl of the fiones,
forming that afcent, being ten feet long and
three broad; and the hill itfelf, Mr. Cam-
bridge adds, is confidered i fo facred a
light, that none but Hindoos are ever fuffered
to alcend it. According to this latter gentle-
man’s information, which I prefume to be au-
thentic, Tripetti is holden by the Hindoos of
the Peninfula in the {fame veneration as Mecca
is by the Mohammedans, and there is an-
nually, in September, a feftival celebrated at
this place, to which an immen{e crowd of pil-

YOL. 111 D grims,
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grims, loaded with prefents for the idol, refort,
to the great emolument of the priefts and
the great increafe of the revenues of the na-
bob. 'Tavernier defcribes the principal ftatue
as refembling VeNus, and therefore the god-
defs here adored is, in all probability, Bua-
vani, whom I have before obferved to be the
Indian Venus.

However venerable thefe four pagodas for
their fanctity and antiquity, they are all ex-
ceeded, in point of magnificence at leaft, by
that of SErRINGHAM, which is fituated upon
an ifland to which it gives its name, and is it-
felf formed by two branches of the great river
Cauveri. The pagoda of SeriNcuaM ftands
in the dominions of the king of Tanjore, in
the neighbourhood of Tritchinopoly, and is
compofed, according to Mr. Orme, “ of feven
fquare inclofures, one within the other, the
walls of which are twenty-five feet high and
four thick. The inclofures are 350 feet dif-
tant from one another, and each has four
large gates, with a high tower; which are
placed, one in the middle of each fide of the
anclofure, and oppofite to the Four cARDINAL
roINTs.” The outward wall is near four miles
in circumference, and its gate-way to the fouth
is ornamented with pillars, feveral of which

o
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are fingle ftones, ti;h-éy-thrcn feet long, and
nearly five in diameter; while thofe, which
form the roof, are ftill larger: in the inmoft
inclofures are the chapels. ¢ Here, (continues
this elegant hiftorian,) as in all the other great
pagodas of India, the Brahmins live in a fub-
ordination which knows no refiftance, and
flumber in a voluptuoufnefs that knows no
wants ; here, fenfible of the happinefs of their
condition, they quit not the filence of their
retreats to mingle in the tumults of the ftate ;
nor point the brand, flaming from the altar,
againft the authority of the fovereign or the
tranquillity of the government.”® All the
gate-ways are crowded with emblematical
figures of their various divinities. No Furo-
are admitted into the laft fquare, con-
taining the fanctuary of the fupreme Veefhnu,
and few have gone farther than the third. In
the war between the French and Englith in
the Carnatic, this voluptuons {lumber of the
Brahmins was frequently interrupted; for, the
pagoda, being a place of confiderable firength,
was alternately taken pofieflion of by the con-
tending armies.  On the firft attempt to pene-
trate within the facred inclofure, a venerable
Brahmin, ftruck with horror at the thought of
having

* Orme's Hiflory of Hindoftan, ftcond editioa, vol. i p. 178,
noe
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having a temple, fo profoundly hallowed for
ages, polluted by the profane footfteps of
Europeans, took his ftation on the top of the
grand gate-way of the outermoit court, and
conjured the mvaders to defift from their im-
pious enterprize. Finding all his expofiula-
tions ineffectual, rather than be the agonizing
{pectator of its profanation, he, in a tranfport
of rage, threw himfelf upon the pavement be-
low, and dafhed out his brains. This cir-
cumftance cannot fail of bringing to the
reader’s mind the fine ode of Gray, intitled
“ The Bard,” and the hmﬂar cataftrophe of
the hoary prophet.

The artful policy of princes and the fuperfti-
tious terrors of the vulgar, operating together,
had contributed to envich many of the pago-
das of India with revenues in money and ter-
ritory equal to that of many fovereigns. The
facred and accumulated trealures of ages have,
in modern periods, been difiipated by the facri-
legious violence of Mohammedan and Furo-
pean plunderers ; and even of their territories
much has been curtailed. What an ample pro-
vifion indeed had been made in thefe hallowed
retreats for the voluptuous repofe, in which,
Mr. Orme has juft informed us, the luxurious
priefts of Brahma flumbered, as well as to

i what
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what an aftonifhing number their body in the
principal pagodas formerly amounted, will be
evident to the reader, who will take the trou-
ble of turning to the pages of that entertain-
ing traveller and faithful narrator Captain
Hamilton, or of the above-cited hiftorian.
The former afiures us, that the temple of Jag-
gernaut is vifited by an incredible number of
pilgrims from the moft diftant regions of In-
dia, that the Mohammedan prince of the
country formerly exacted a tax of the value of
half-a-crown per head on every pilgrim who
came to worfhip at that pagoda; which, in
the annual average,amounted to 750,000/ and
that five caxpies of provifion were daily
drefled for the ufe of the priefts and the
pilgrims, each candy containing 1600lb.

weight.®
This account of Mr. Hamilton is confirmed,
in almoft fimilar words, by Tavernier, who,
fpeaking of Jaggernaut, obferves, « Lesreve-
nus de cette grande pagode font fuffifans pour
donner tous les jours & manger & quinze au
vingt mille pelerins, comme il &’y en trouve
fouvent un pareil nombre.”f Mr. Orme ac-
quaints

® Hamilton's Voyage to the Eaft Tndies, vol. i p. 386, The firit
edition of this book was printed in Scotland; but I cite throughout
that of London, 1744-

4 Voyage de Tavernier, tom, iv. p. 144
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quaints us that pilgrims come from all parts
of the Peninfula to worfhip at that of Sering-
ham, but none without an offering of money ;
that a large part of the revenue of the ifland
is allotted for the maintenance of the Brah-
mins who inhabit it; and that thefe, with
their families, formerly compofed a multitude
not lefs in number than 40,000 fouls, main-~
tained without labour by the liberality of fu-
perftition.®
The difproportioned figures of moft of the
idols, adored in thefe fuperb fabries, are by no
means in unifon with the prevailing fymmetry
that reigns in their confiruction ; though it
muft be confefled, that the ponderous orna-
ments of gold and jewels, with which they are
decorated, are perfeétly fo with the fumptu-
oufnefs and magnificence that diftinguith them.
Thofe idols are in general formed of every
monftrous fhape which imagination can con-
ceive, being, for the moft part, half human
and half favage, Some appear formidably ter-
rific with numerous heads and arms, the rude
expreflive fymbols of fuper-human wifdom
and of gigantic power: others appear with
large horns branching from their heads: and
others again with huge tufks protruded from
, their
* Onoe's Hiftory of Hindoftan, vol. i p. 278,
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their extended mouths.  In fhort, as Mafter
Purchafe has obferved, « they are very ill-
favoured ; their mouths are monfirous, their
ears gilded and full of jewels, their teeth and
eyes of gold, filver, or glafs, and coloured
black with the lamps that burn continually
before them.”* A profufion of confecrated
hieroglyphic animals appears {culptured all
over the crowded walls. The BuLL, {o pecu-
liarly facred to Osiris, at Memphis, as, in-
deed, he was to SEEVA, THE GOD WITH THE
CRESCENT, at Benares, the ram facred to
JuriTER, and the coar to Pan, are feen
together in the fame group with the ape, the
rhinoceros, and the elephant: and Ecvyer
feems to have blended her facred animals
with thofe which are confidered as in a more
peculiar manner belonging to Inpra,

® Sce Purchafe’s Pilgrimage, vol.i. p- 579, edit. 1679:
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SECTION IL

Preliminary  Obfervations to the comparative
Survey of the Temples of Egypt, comprehend-
ing an extenfive Difquifition relative to the
Period in which the Superfiitions, more pecu-
liarly appropriate to Ecyer, were tranfport-
ed into INp1a.—Probable to have been at
that Crifis when the Egyptian Priefis were
driven from their Country by the cruel Ra-
vages of Camyses.—The Opinions of Kir-
CHER and KEwmPrer, on this Subjedi,
greatly corroborated by the Refletions of Sir
W. Joxgs, in the Afiatic Refearches, on
the Subject of the Indian Deity Boopwu, or
Buvooua; and on the great qubmblance
Jubfifiing both in the Name and the Worfhip
of the Egyptian Is1s and Osiris and the
Indian Eswara and Isa.—Mr. Cuan-

| BERS'S
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BERS's Account of the Ruins of Mavalipu-
ram, of the SoMMONACODONM, or Stone-
Deity of the StaMEsE, and of the Superfli-
tion of Boopu.—Additional Evidence of an
early and familiar Intercourfe fubfifiing be-
tween the EcypTiaNs and INDIANS ad-
duced.—Firfl, in their mutual Veneration of
the facred Lotos.—Secondly, in their early
Cultivation of the SucArR-CaNe.—Thirdly,
in_their ancient and once unwverfal Diet hav-
ing confified of Ve eTABLES.— Fourthly,
in their mutual pofjeffing @ SACRED SACER~
DOTAL LANGUAGE, called in India the .
DevanNacart—Fifthly, in the Divifion
of the People into Trires or Casrs.—
Sizthly, in the numerous ABLUTIONS prac-
tifed by both People—And, finally, in their.
univerfal Reverence of the Cow and the
- SERPENT.—The PYRAMIDS, fhe COLOSSAL
StaTues, and the Tenpigs, of Ecver,
together with their fiymbolical Decorations,
are now at large confidered in a new
and mythological Point of View, and the
Analogy which they bear to the ancient My-

thriac
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thriac Superflitions of the Greater Afia.are
pointed out.

MPRESSED with ideas tolerably correét of
the unfullied purity of the genuine laws
and of the uniform fimplicity of the original
mode of worfhip eftablifhed by the firft great
legiflator of Hindofian, and not ignorant, at
the fame time, of the awful fanc¢tion by which
the natives were bound, through the wife
policy of the legiflator, to the firict obfervance
of both, many zealous admirers of the celebrat-
ed inftitution of Indian jurifprudence and
theology have been filled with aftonifhiment
at the rapid increafe of idol-deities, and ef-
pecially of Egyptian deities, in that country.
1t is evident from every review of the ancient
hiftory of the two countries, that, in the moft
early ages, a very familiar intercourfe fubfifted
between Indiaand Egypt. Uponevidence, that
appears neither irrational, nor unfupported
by collateral proof, we have feen that fome
authors of credit have confidered the Indians
as defcended from Rama, the grandfon of
Haun, the parent of idolatry. However
firong that evidence, the more generally pre-
valent opinion feems to be that the Indians
are
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are of the nobler and more devout line of
Suem. If we confider them in the latter
point of view, as the progeny of that holy
patriarch, one of the moft probable folutions
of this deviation, in his defcendants, from
their primeval fimplicity of worfhip that has
been offered, is to be found in the learned
Athanafius Kircher,* who has made the theo-
logic fyftems of the various Oriental nations,
and, in particular, the hieroglyphic emblems
of deity adored in Egypt, the fubjeét of his
minute refearches. The - frantic outrages
committed by Cambyfes, after his conqueft
of Egypt, his murder of Aris, their moft
venerated deity, the wanton cruelties which he
inflicted upon his priefts, and the confequent
burning of thofe lofty and unrivalled edifices,
the remains of which, at this day, conftitute
the proudeft glory of that defolated country,
are related at large in the third book of Hero-
dotus. It feems to have been the intention
of that monarch, at once to extinguifh the
Egyptian religion and to extirpate the order
of the priefthood ; nor can we wonder that the
real madnefs, which fucceeded to the tem-
porary phrenzy that dictated thofe outrages,
was imputed by the fame facred order to the

- immediate

& Kircher, Chin. INluftrat. part ifi. p. 151. edit. Amft. 1667,
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immediate vengeance of heaven for the un-
heard-of facrilege. From the lacerating
fecourge and the defiroying fword of Cam-
byles, Rircher reprefents the Egyptian priefis
as flying with horror, and taking up their
refidence in all the neighbouring countries of
Afia. whofe inhabitants would afford them
fhelter. Thefe holy and perfecuted men,
throughout the regions which received them,
are faid to have propagated the fuperftitions
of Egypt, and both India,Scythia, and China,
became in time polluted with the multiform
idolatry, which, in fo remarkable a manner,
prevailed on the banks of the Nile. If this
explication of the introdution into India of
fo many idols, peculiar to Egypt, be allowed
to have any weight, it will alfo account for
various firiking features of refemblance in
the idolatrous ceremonies common to thefe
countries, as well as the monfirous forms of
many of the idols adored with equal reverence
in the pagodas of China and Hindoftah ; and
it will partly explain the reafon of that very
particular and univerfal veneration in which
the two facred animals of Fgypt, the Cow

and the SerpeNT, are holden.
To the authority of Kircher may be added
that of a fiill greater writer, who, to the vari-
ous
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ous learning obtained from books united the
lefs fallible evidence arifing from ocular in-
veftigation. The profound Rempfer,® in his
hiftory of Japan, afferts his belief that the
great Indian faint, Bupna Sak1a,wasa prieft .
of Memphis, where the God Aris was particu-
larly adored, who, about that period, fled into
India, and, together with many other Egy ptian
fuperdtitions, introduced the worfhip of Apis,
before unknown to the natives. Sir W. Jones
feems, in fome degree, to confirm the opinion
of both thefe refpectable authors.4- when he
fays that Boonn was undoubtedly the Wop
or Ope ¥ of the Scandinavians ; and,under the
fofter name of Fo, was, in fucceeding ages,
honoured with adoration by the Chinefe. The
only objeétion to a perfect coincidence in
fentiment between thefe Oriental critics feems
to lie in the point of chronology ; for, the laft,
in the fame page with the above affertion,
fixes the appearance of Boonu, or the ninth
t incarnation of VEEsu~v, in the year one
thoufand and fourteen before Chrift, whereas
the invafion of Egypt, by Cambyfes, took
place, according to Archbifhop Uller, in the
year 525 before the Chriftian wra.
In

* §ee Kmmpler's Hilt, Japan, vol. i p. 38, edit. 173%.
4 Afiar. Refearches, vol. iv p- 425
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In corroboration of the conjecture, that a
confiderable part of the religious rites, at this
day obferved in Hindoftan, conftituted for-
merly the eftablifhed religion of Egypt, may
be adduced the fentiments of the learned per-
fonage juft cited, and inferted in a preceding
page of the Afiatic Refearches. SirW. Jones,
with more than ulual confidence, aflerts his
belief, that the “ Eswara and Isa of the
Hindoos are the Isis and Osiris of the
Egyptians ;” adding, that he is perfuaded we
fhall, in time, difcover in India all the learning
of the Egyptians, without deciphering their
hicroglyphics.®* He fubjoins, that the bull of
Efwarn is moft probably Aris, the Egyptian
divinity ; and that, if the veneration {hewn,
both in Tibet and India, to 1o amiable and
ufeful a quadruped as the cow has not fome
affinity with the religion of Egypt and the
idoliatry of Ifrael, we muft at lealt allow that
circumftances have wonderfully coincided.

With refpect to the colonies that are fup-
pofed to have come from Egypt to India, this
is the refult of Sir William’s inquiries: he
informs us that Misr, the native appellation
for Egypt, is a name familiar in India, both as
a title of honour and as an appellative ; that

y Tiruoor,
& Afatic Refearches, -m];. [P Y
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Tirmoor, a territory in North Bahar, was
the country, aflerted, by an aged and learned
Brahmin, to be that in which fuch colony fet-
tled ; that even the word Nilus may be fafely
derived from the Sanfcreet. word Niua, or
blue, fince the Nile is exprefsly called, by
Dionyfius, an azure ftream; that he is {irongly
of opinion that Egyptian pricfis have actually
come from the Nile to the Ganga and Yamana,
(Jumna,) which the Brahmins moft affuredly
would never have left; that, whether they
might come there toinfiruét or to be inftructed,
he could not decide, but more probably for
the latter caufe, from the felf-fufficient cha-
racter of the Brahmins; and, that they might
vifit the SarmaxEs of India, as the fages of
Greece vifited them, rather to acquire than
to impart knowledge.

M. Anquetil, in 1760, vifited a pagoda of
moft remote antiquity on the coaft of Mala-
bar; and, advancing into it, perceived, in a
corner, a little fione ftatue, about a foot long,
reprefenting an ox, ill-fhaped, lying down,
with a bell about his neck,and yet recking with
the oil of the facrifices. He propofed to his
fervant, who was a Parl¢, to take it away with
him, but that fervant refufed. Another of his
attendants, a good muffulinan and lefs feru-

pulous,
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pulous, teok it away, and put it into his palan-
keen. The author adds, that he retired happy
in an opportunity of carrying to Europe a
deity, taken out of one of the moft celebrated
Indian pagodas. Can we wonder, after this
confeflion, that the Brahmins are jealous of
Europeans approaching the fanctuaries of
their religion !

It feems to be the opinion of Mr. Chambers,
and that opinion is corroborated by very firong
teftimony from other writers, cited by that
gentleman in the Afiatic Refearchés,® where
he treats of fome grand remains of ancient
Hindoo temples and feulptures, like thofe of
Salfette and Elephanta, cut out of the folid
rock, on the Coromandel coalt, that there
anciently prevailed in India, or at leaft in the
Peninfula, a fyftem of religion, very different
from that inculeated in the Vedas, and, in fome
relpects, totally inconfifient with the principles
and practice of the prefent Brahmins. This
religion, he afferts, ftill flourifhes in the farther
Peninfula, particularly among the Siamefe,
between whom and the inhabitants of the Dec-
can and Ceylone, it is evident, from his differ-
tation, that a confiderable intercourfe, invery
remote periods, bas fubfified. Mr. Chambers

fuppofes

* Adiar, Relearoln vol. 1. pe 148,
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fuppofes this religion to be the worfhip of the
God Boopu above-mentioned, whofe votaries,
Mr. Knox obferves, took particular pride in
ereting to his honour temples and high mo-
numents, “as if they had been born folely to
hew rocks and great ftones, and lay them up in
heaps."* 'Their kings, he adds, are now happy
{pirits, having merited heaven by thofe fiupen-
dous labours. In the treatife referred to above,
among other evidences of the probability of
his fuppofition, Mr. Chambers has inferted a
pafiage from M. Gentil, who remarked, in the
neighbourhood of Verapatnam, a fiatue of
granite, very hard and beautiful, probably of
many thoufand weight, but half funk in the
deep fand, and flanding, as it were, abandoned
in the midft of that extenfive plain. He ob-
ferved, “that it exaétly refembled Tue Som-
MoNacovoM, or principal ftone deity of the
* Siamefe, in the form of its liead, inits features,
and in the pofition of its arms; but that it bore
no fimilitude to the prefent idols of the Hin-
doos ; and, upon inquiry of the Tamulians, he
was conftantly informed, that it was the God
Booon, who was now no longer regarded,
fince the Brahmins had made themfelves

mafiers

® See Knvox's curious, amd, I believe, authentic, hiftarical account
of the iflahd of Ceylone ;. poblilhed ar Londan, 1681,

YOL. 11T. A
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mafters of the people’s faith.” The idol-deity,
reprefented by the Sommonacodom, was,
among the Siamefe, what Confucius was
among the Chinefe. His hiftory and the rites
of his religion are involved in the deepeft
gloom of mythology. According to the Balic
books, he was born of a father and mother who
had reigned in Ceylone, and feems himfelf to
have extended his wide jurifdi¢tion, both as a
king and as a prophet, not only over that
ifland, but over a great part of the Two pE-
NinNsuLnas. He was endowed with the moft
extraordinary firength and activity of body, to
overthrow deemons and giants in combat ; and,
by fevere mortification and intenfe piety, he
had arrived at the knowledge of the paft, pre-
Jent, and future. It is remarkable, however,
that the Brahmins, while they rejeéted the re-
ligious worfhip of Boopu, which, at prefent,
flourifhes in Ceylone and Siam, retained one
peculiar and agreeable appendage of that reli-
gion: “ the women, or female flaves, of the
idol.” Thefe, as we have before obferved,
“ are public women, devoted in infancy to
this profeffion by their parents, in gratitude |
for fome favour.obtained from the propitious
idol.” Thofe, who wifth for a farther account
of the doétrines and ceremonious rites of

Boopx,
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Booou, may be gratified by reading the dif-
fertation alluded to in the Afiatic Refearches ;
the account of Mr. Loubere,* envoy at
Siam, in 1687 ; and Mr. Knox's curious and
authentic hiftory of Ceylone.

But not merely in many of the rites-prac-
tifed, and the images venerated among the
Indians, have the firongeft features of refem-
blance between that nation and the Egyptians
been difcovered; it feems apparent, in the
very firucture of their moft ancient and mofi
hallowed pagodas. The templesof Egypt, in-
deed, are in general of a height and magni-
tude ftill more aftonithing; but, in their
figure, defign, and embellilhments, they are
ftrikingly fimilar. If the reader will confult
the pages of the celebrated Egyptian travel-
lers of the feventeenth century, attentively
confider their various relations, and accurately
infpect the engravings, exhibited by thofe
travellers, of its magnificent but mouldering
fhrines, he will find this affertion verified in a
manner equally pointed and furprifing.

In Mr. Gough'’s thort view of the ancient
monnments of India, which is accompanied
with neat etchings of the drawings of Nie-

buhr,

* A confiderable extralt, from this account of Loveiee and the
Jefuits, is inferted in Harris’s Voyages, vol, i, p. 465,
E 2
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buhr, whofe voluminous and expenfive publis
tations few have leifure to read or inclination
to purchafe, this prevailing correfpondency is
reprefented in a very forcible point of view.
“ Let us for a moment,” fays the ingenious
writer, “ form a comparifon between thefe

¢ Indian buildings and thofe of Egypt, on

which {fo much more defcription and drawing

. have been beftowed. Let us turn our eyes to

the fuperb temples of Luxor, of Medinet=
Habou, Efnay, and Edfy, and the palace of
Memnon, defcribed by Pococke and Norden,
and we {hall difcover a firiking refemblance,
even in the pillars, the ornaments, and the
reliefs. The temple of the ferpent Cnuphis,
in an ifland, called alfo anciently Elephan-
tina, is an oval building, fupported by pillars,
forming a cloifter or aifle. Similar to this is
that in the ancient ifland of Philaé. Inmoft
of thefe, are pillars fluted or cluftered, like
the Indian ones; and the focks on both fides
of the Nile are hollowed into grottoes, not
unlike the buildings which are raifed on the
furface of the defert plains. The fimilar firuc-
tures, which Mr. Norden defcribes in Nubia,
are on the fame plan; and, if we may judge
from the few reprefentations we have yet feen
of the famous pagoda of Chillambrum, on
the
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the Coromandel coaft, the refemblance ap-
proaches near to the Nubian and Fgyptian
temples.”* A French traveller of merit, how-
ever, whom I have frequently had ocecafion to
cite, having more recently journeyed over the
fame ground, I prefer the prefenting of Jis
defcription of the ruins of the temples of the
- Thebais to the reader: and he will himfelf,
perhaps, be more gratified by feeing the lateft
pollible account of that grand fepulchre of
ancient arts and fciences, Foypr.

1 1hall begin the few quotations I fhall make
from M. Savary, by fiating a very fingular
circumfiance ; a circumftance by no means the
leaft remarkable among thofe with which he
has made usacquainted: that the two branches
of the Nile, which form the traét called the
Delta, divide at the head of that Delia at
a place called Bary vr Bakani, or, the
Cow's Belly; and the reader, by referring back
to the preceding geographical treatife, will
obferve that the Ganges enters the region of
Hindoftan through the rock of Gaxcorrr,

or, the Cow-head Rock. Without hazard-

ing

® See a companative view of the ancient monuments of India, prib-
lithed by Mr. Nichols, in 1785, p. 15,

t Savary's Letters on Egypt, vol.i. p. 7. London edit, printed for
Robinfon.

EJ
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ing any decifion, or even venturing at prefent
to give an opinion, which of thefe countries
originally imparted its cuftoms and manners
thus remarkably correfpondent to the other, 1
cannot omit the prefent opportunity of men-
. tioning likewife another fiviking trait : that very
high eftimation in which, Herodotus* fays,
the plant of the Loros, which he emphatically
denominates the lily of the Nile, was, in an-
cient times, holden in Egypt, and which is ftifl
confidered as facred in India. Herodotus
flourithed in the fifth century before Chrift;
and M, Savary, who writes in the eighteenth
century of the Chriftian era, affirms, that it
is at this day regarded with the fame general
and decided preference to all other plants.—
He affirms the LoTos to be an aquatic plant,
peculiar to Egypt, and that it grows in riva-
lets and by the fide of lakes, * There are
two fpecies,” he obferves ; ** the one bearing a
white, the other a blueifh, flower. The calix
of the Loros blows like that of a large tulip,
diffufing a fweetnels like the fmell of the Lly.
The rivulets, near Damietta, are covered with
this majeftic flower, which rifes about two feet
above

= yide Herodoti, lib. & p 235, where the reader will find a

defcription of this beautifyl plnt; not very diffimilar from that of
Savary,



2o ]

above the water.”* The svcar-caNE too,
* it fhould be obferved, has been immemorially
cultivated in either country; and fome au-
thors, M. Savary informs us, aflert, that this
plant was brought from India to Egypt. e
himfelf, however, is inclined to think, tlrat
only the method of cultivating it was brought
thence : the fugar-cane appears to him to be
amative of a country which produces many
fpecies of reeds, and where it grows wild, while
its very name of cassan, or reed, which it fiill
bears, firongly corroborates his opinion. That
the Indians early tultivated the fugar-cane,
though they underfiood nothing of preparing
it like the moderns, but only collected the
exuded balfam, may be proved from Pliny ;4
and, that they muft have had it in abundance,
will be hereafter evinced from the very curious
and novel circumilance, with which the follow-
ing hifiory will more particularly acquaint the
reader, of an ancient king of India filling up
the ditch of a befieged city with the large
ftalks of this plant. I need not cite any author
- to prove fo notorious a fact, as that vEGETA-
pEs anciently conftituted the principal food
of
* Savary, vol. i. p.8.

4 Saccarum et Arabia fert; fed landatins India.  Plinii, Nat
Hift. cap, xii. p.g6s.  Aldi edit. '
' E 4
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of the Egyptians, as M. Savary and others
acquaint us is the cafe at this day. Now
vegetables, it will be remembered, form the
principal fuftenance of three out of the four
great tribes of India. The priefts of Egypt
had a sACRED SACERDOTAL LANGUAGE and
hieroglyphic character, the ufe of which was
forbidden to the vulgar. The Brahmins have
A SACRED LANGUAGE, which they call Dg-
vANAGARL* a word compounded of Deva,
divine, and Nagari, a cify ; and this language
is believed to have been revealed from heaven
to thofe fages, by the divinity of India, in the
fame manner as the elements of the facer-
dotal language of Egypt were fuppofed to be
imparted by the elder HErmes. The Indians,
according to Mr. Halhed -} and others, as we .
ihall fee hereafter, are divided into four great
CcASTS, and one inferior tribe, called BURREN
Sunker. Diodorus Siculus} informs us, that
the Egyptians likewife were divided into r1ve
SEPARATE TRIBES, of which the firft in order
was the facerdotal. The asrurions of the
FEgyptians were innumerable, if we may be-
lieve Herodotus :§ and I may here, with pe-

culiar

* Sir William Jones, in the Afiatic Refearches, vol. i. p. 423
+ Halhed's Preface to the Code, p. 49, quarto edit.

1 Diodori Siculi, lib. i. p. 67, €8, edit, Rhodomani.
§ Herodoti, lib. iis p, 316, edit, Stephan. 1592,
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culiar propriety, repeat that the cow and the
serpeNT were equally vencrated in both
countries. - But, in treating of the AvaTass,
having devoted a few pages to the confidera-
tion of what Father Bouchet has aflerted, in
the Lettres Edifiantes, that the Indians had
lorrowed moft of their fuperititious ceremo-
ries from the Hebrews and Fgyptians, I fhall
no longer detain the reader from the con-
templation of thofe mafly fabrics, the tem-
ples of Egypt. The confiruction and orna-
ments of thefe temples he will be naturally
led to compare with thofe of India, and form
that deduétion, as to the original defigners,
which he may think moft reconcileable to
reafon and probability.

Let us then, attentive to the advice of Mr,
Gough, once more turn the eye of admiration
to thevaft plain of Fgypt; and, after furvey-
ing ‘with filent aftonifhment the mafly frag-
ments of rock of which the pyramids are
compofed, as well as learning their exact
dimenfions from the accurate geometrician
Mr. Greaves, let us again, with Norden and
Pococke, afcend the more elevated region of
the Thebais. We have already, with thofe
travellers, explored the facred caverns in which

the ancient Cuthite devotion of Egypt, a de-
votion

[ ]
]

R T — e
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votion of gloom and melancholy,was practifid ;
we have already pcuetrated with them [nto
the fepulchral grottoes in which her departed
monarchs lie entombed ; let us now vifit the
auguft palaces in which thofe monarchs, wher
living, fwayed the imperial fceptre; and the
fuperb fanes, to this day glittering with goll
and azure, in which the deities of Egypt wete
daily honoured with odoriferous incenfe and
the moft coftly oblations. To the more am-
ple defcription of thofe celebrated travellers
I fhall add the curfory remarks of two recent
travellers, M. Volney and M. Savary; the
former of whom has with a bold and judicious
pencil drawn the manners and genius of the
people, while the other, with a pencil equally
mafterly, has fketched out the remains of her
ancient grandeur, and brought them to ouf
view in all the warmth of colouring which
was natural to a man of genius and feeling,
and which apathy and ignorance unjuftly
confider as too gaudy and exaggerated. On
fuch -a fubject, we may venture to fay, no
colouring can be too vivid, no language too
animated, fince all that the moft glowing
painting can delineate, and all that the moft
tervid eloquence deferibe, mufi come far fhort

of the truth.
This
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. This review, however, of the remaining
monuments of the ancient grandeur of Egypt
cannot fail of exciting in us mingled fenfa-
tions of exqjuifite delight and pungent forrow.
Of thefe monuments the more majeftic and
fiupendous will probably remain, to the lateft
pofierity, fublime teftimonies of the ingenui-
ty, the patience, and perfeverance, of their
original fabricators.  Of the temples lefs con-
fpicuous for magnitude and more diftinguifh-
ed by beauty than grandeur, many lic at pre-
fent overwhelmed amidfi the mountains of
fand and rubbifh that {furround them ; many
more are daily crumbling into duft; and, in
a few revolving centuries, by far the greater
portion of them, from the united ravages of
time and the barbarians, will undoubtedly be
buried in the fame profound oblivion which
has obfcured the arts, the fciences, and the
* genius, of the renowned progeny of Mizraim.

From the prefent defolated ftate of Egypt,
as well as from the numerous perils and ob-
ftructions that inevitably await the adventn-
rous traveller, who would explore the Thebais,
the modern account of M. Savary may pof-
fibly be among the laft which this age may re-
ceive of a country at prefent bowed down be-
neath the iron hand of remorfelefs defpotifm

and
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and worfe than Gothic ignorance: a country,
from which the suw, the great Osir1s, once
fo univerfally adored throughout its limits;
the sun, once fo triumphant a witnefs of the
prowefs and the {plendour of his favoured race,
(if that sun were in reality the ANIMATED 1¥-
TELLIGENCE their frantic fuperftition piclured
him,) would avert his abhorrent beam, and
leave the groveling and fpiritlefs defcendents
of the ancient Egyptians in endlefs darknefs.
Who, indeed, that is fired with the love of li-
berty and {cience, can without indignation be-
hold the fuperb temples and auguft palaces of
the Thebais converted into hovels for cattle,
full of dung and filth, and the ftately and
beautiful columns of marble, brought from the
quarriesof SYENEto adorn them, daily carried
away by the Arabs, or fawed into pieces to
make mill-ftones 7 Who, that refleéts upon
the aftonifhing population and unbounded
~ plenty which in happier ages diftinguithed the
celebrated and fertile valley, whence the light
of fcience was diffufed through Greece, and
from Greece through all the European world,
can, without a figh of generous anguifh, read,
in M. Volney’s interefting narrative, that it is
at this day alternately ravaged by famine and
pefiilence ; the groves of olive, where philofo-
1 phy
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pliy onee flourifhed in meridian pride, gleam-
ing with the arms of fierce warriors; and the
beautiful banks of the Nile, where the love-
lieft flowers ufed to bloflom, and where foft
mufic warbled to the found of the vibrating
oar, crimfoned with the blood of the inhabi-
tant, and echoing with the fhricks of delpair
and death? It would now be all in vain that
the ftar of the Nile,® the watchful Sirius,
from his lofty fiation in the fkies, fhould pro-
claim to the pining natives the commence-
ment of the ¥eEw YEAR, that year, once
ufhered in with dance and fong, but now,
alas! to be begun with anguith, and toiled
through in fucceflive feenes of fuffering and
calamity: that year, in which they are
doomed to tend for others the reddening
grain, and cultivate the luxurious date with-
out enjoying its refrefhing produce.
Fufebius acquaints ust that the Egyptians
afferted they were the moft ancient nation of

the earth, and that, from the temperance of
their

® The Egyptians émphatically called this ftar the BARKER, 3 well
from its more common name the dog-flar, a¢ from its being the faith-
ful centinel, whafe appearance gave nutice that the wEW YEAR was
begun, ever confidered 23 2 feafon of high feitivity.

+ Vide Eufcbius de Preparatione Evangefica, lib, ii. cap, x. p. 16,
i the Latin edition of his works, 1631,
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their climate and the great fertility produced
by the annual inundations of the river Nile,
the region inhabited by them was the moft
proper country to be the nurfing mother of
the human race. With whatlittle foundation
in truth this affertion was made will hereafter,
I truft, be made fufficiently evident, when,
in the firft volume of my hiftory, I fhall con-
fider the various and rival claims to prece-
dence, in point of antiquity, of all the Orien-
‘tal nations. For the prefent it may be fuffi-
cient to remark, that a country, annually
overflowed, could never have been the moft
convenient refidence for the human race in
infancy, who muft neceflarily be without a
knowledge of the arts neceflary to check the
incurfion of the water, and without the be-
nefits of experience to guard againft the re-
petition of its ravages. The firft defcending
~ inundation would probably have fwept away
a third part of the inhabitants, while a fecond
bade fair to annihilate their rifing colony.
This affertion too is dire¢tly contrary to their
account of the gradual accumulation of fand
and mud neceflary to conftitute the Delta,
upon the number of years neceffary to the
formation of which they advanced one argu-

ment in favour of the high antiquity both of
' the
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the earth and of themfelves. But whether
that Delta were in reality formed after the
manner ftated in Herodotus, by which it
would appear that the world was eighteen
thoufand years old, is a point that will admit
of great difpute, and, in fuct, has been the
fubject of warm contention between the two
lateft travellers in Egypt, M. Volney and
M. Savary, whofe refpective opinions on this
fubject, fo connected as it is with that of the
DerTas, natural phenomena of a kindred
kind and origin in India, formed at the mouths
of the Ganges and Indus, it will be my bufinefs
to fiate fomewhat at large hereafter.

To what I have already obferved, from the
prefident of the Afiatic Society, relative to

- the name of the Nile, I muft here be permit-

ted to add, that this feems by no means to
have been the moit ancient appellation of the .
river of Egypt, for, it is a fact, equally wons
dertul and true, that Homer, the moft ve-
nerable of poets, and in whofe fublime work
D’Anyille affirms are traced the firft and trueft
outlines of ancient geography, never once
mentions that river by the name of Nedeg, but
conftantly by that of Agurra, the river Agyp-
tus. Iad the river of Egypt been then com-
monly known in Greece by the former name,

it
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it is realonable to think Homer would not
have negleéted to ufe the appellation. The
term Aeyptus itlelf is, by fome learned ety-
mologifts, derived from the primary root Cop-
tos, with aiz, the Greek word for country,

prefixed. From coptus, the land of the
Copts, AEgyptus might eafily be formed ; and
that this derivation is not entirely fanciful is
evident from Coptos, being a name which is,

to this day, retained by a moft ancient city of

the Thebais: poflibly, in the moft early pe-

riods, the capital of the ancient Coptie race,
who gave their name to the river upon whofe
banks they dwelt.* Its native appellation of

Nile is fuppoled to have been derived from

Nilus, the firft king of that name, and the

feventh of the Diofpolitan dynafty of Egyp-
tian kings. Nivnus flourithed a little before
the taking of Troy, and is faid, by Diodorus

Siculus, to have made feveral ample canals
as refervoirs for its waters: but, it is more’
probable, that this king derived his name
from Nihal, which, in Coptic, fignifies Tue
RIVER, than the river from him. It was va-

rionfly called, by the Greek hiftorians, ' Qxeaves,

‘Meags, Eipe, and it is very remarkable that
mott of thefe names fignify, not blue, as might

- feem

® B¢ Jackfn's Chronol, Antig, vol, ii. p: 208
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feem from Sir William's Sanfcreet derivation;
~ but black; black being the colour equally be-
longing to the water and the foil. 'Fhe coun-
try itfelf was likewife called X7ua, not fo
muech from Ham, or Cham, whofe pofterity |
peopled it, as, if Plutarch may be credited,*
from the blacknefs of the foil peculiar to Up-
per Egypt, refembling the fight of the eye,
which, in Coptic, they denominated by a term
fimilar to the Greek Chemia. Hence we read,
in Stephanus Byzantinus upon this word, that
Egypt was fometimes called ‘Eguoyupucs, the
black country of Hermes, or Mercury ; that
is, the Indian Boodh.

Of thofe fitupendous erections, the three
greater pyramids, thofe audacia faza pyram-
dum, as they are called by Statius,§- erected in
the Libyan Egypt, near Memphis, in a region
now called Geza ; of the wras in which they
were fabricated ; and of the purpofes for which
‘they were originally intended ; fo much has al-
ready becn written by our own countrymen,
Pococke and Greaves, by the ingenious Nor-
den, and the whole body of French travellers,
thatit would bean unpardonableintrufion upon
the time of my readers, as well as foreign to the

more

* Vide Plutarchde Ifide et Ofiride, p. 364
1 Stat. Lib, v. Sylv. 3.

VOL. III. F
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more immediate purpofe of this publicationy
which is principally to compare the features of
the national architeéture, and examine the
hierogly phic mythology whicl_1 decorates their
buildings, to enter into any very extended de-
feription beyond that of the dimenfions of
cach, and the magnitude of fome of the mafly
{iones which compofe them. Of the furft and
grand pyramid, afierted by Herodotus and
Diodorus Siculus to have been built byCheops,
the eighth monarch of the twentieth dynaity
of Iigyptian kings, denominated Diofpolitan,
from their capital of Diofpolis in Upper
Egypt, about eleven hundred years before
Chrift, the dimenfions, according to the au-
thors juft cited, are as follows. Herodotus
allerts of this enormous mafs of ftone, that
each fide of the bafe, on which it flands, ex-
tended eight hundred feet; that its altitude
from that bafe to the fummit was the fame
number of feet. and that each fione, which
compofed the building, was no lefs than thirty
feet in length. Herodotus farther learned
from the Egyptian priefls, from whom his
aceount was taken, that, during the whole
period of twenty years, which were confumed
in the ere¢tion of it, four hundred thoufand
men were conftantly employed, one hundred

A thoufand
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“thoufand mien fucceeding each other in alter-
nate rotation every three months; that the
expence in onions, parfley, and garlic, for the
“Jabourers alone, amounted to 1600 talents of
filver; and that this account was engraved
in large Egyptian letters upon the pyramid
itfelf. Diodorus Siculus fiates the length of
each fide of the bafe at feven hundred feet,
and the height at no more than fix hundred
feet : the fquare on the {ummit he deferibes
as fix cubits. He relates that it was fituated
120 furlongs, or fifteen miles, diftant from
Memphis, and 45 furlongs, about fix miles, .
diftant from the Nile.

Of thefe two relations, the latter; by Dio-
dorus Siculus, feems to be far more confonant
to that of the accurate Mr: Greaves than that
of Herodotus ; for, that profound geomeétri-
cian, on meafuring the altitude of it in the
year 1638, found its perpendicular height to
be 499 Englifh feet, and the length of the
fides he found to be 693 feet. Mr. Greaves
imputes the great diffimilitude between his
own account and that of Herodotus to the
difference between the Grecian and the Eng-
lifh feet; but alfo adds, that, “in his own
judgement, the relation of Diodorus comes
neareft to the truth.” He defcribes the fum-
3 F2 mit
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mit as terminating, “notin a point, like true
mathematical pyramids, but in a little flat,
or fquare,” though it appears no more than-
a point from below, which fquare, “ by his
own meafure, is thirteen feet, and 280 of
1000 parts of the Englifh foot.” This par-
ticular = ftatement exhibits a remarkable
proof of the correétnefs of this traveller’s
obfervations. “ Upon this flat,” he adds,
“if we affent to the opinion of Proclus upon
the Timzeus of Plato, it may be fuppofed that
the Fgyptian priefts made their obfervations
in aftronomy ; and that hence or near this
place they firft difcovered, by the rifing of Si-
rius, their ANNUS xuuxos, Or CANICULARIS, as
alfo their PERTODUS SOTHIACUS, O ANNUS.
MAGNUS xuvind;, Or ANNUS HELIACUS, OF AN~
~Nus Dz1, as it is termed by Cenforinus, con-
fifting of 1460 fiderial  years, in which {pace
their Thoth vagum et firum came to have the
fame begmnmg ”# In a.hafty citation of this
author, from memory only, in a preceding
page, I have been guilty of an error in aferib-
mg thefe fentiments to Greaves which. are
quoted from. Proclus.f- The opinion of Mr.
Greaves

* See Greaves's Works, vol. i. p. 100, ubi fupra,

1 See the preceding volume, p. 329.
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Greaves is not entirely coincident with that
of Proclus; but Mr. Greaves, though a pro-
found aftronomer, was lefs acquainted than
his author with the aftronomical theology of
the ancients. Mr. Greaves inclines to think
that the pyramids were fepulchres rather
than aftronomical obfervatories, or temples
to the Deity: « for to what purpofe,” he
“obferves, “ {hould the priefts, with fo much
difficulty, afcend {o high, when, below, with
more eafe and as much certainty, they might,
from their own lodgings, hewn in the rock
upon which the pyramids were erected, make
the fame obfervations ?” But that fome mo-
tives, either of a religious or a philofophical
kind, {wayed the mind of thofe who ereéted
the pyramids, is evident from the very mode
of their fabrication, with regular fteps “ run-
ning round the pyramid in a level line, and
making a long, but narrow, walk, by which,
as by fo many ftairs, the fummit may be gra-
dually afcended ;” that fammit not ending in
a pyramidal point, but forming a flat {quare
more than thirteen feet in breadth. -
If I might be permitted to offer an opinion
upon a fubject, concerning which the learned
have been fo greatly divided in fentiment, 1
fhould be induced, by the following circum-
F3 ftances,

- = .7



[ 86 ]

ftances, to conceive the ufe to which they
were anciently applied to have been threefold,
and to confider them at once as Tomss,
TEMPLES, and opsErvaTories, If it could
be proved beyond all doubt that the Egyp-
tian pyramids were folely intended by their
fabricators for tombs, the argument would by
no means tend to difprove they-were tem-
ples, or not ufed as obfervatories. It is un-
peceffary for me to repeat in this place, that
the deitics, honoured in the Pagan world,
were not originally adoved in temples raifed
by the labour of man, but on the fummits of
hills and in the recefles of facred caverns.
According to fome of the moft efteemed au-
thors of claffical antiquity, the firfi temples
ever erected upon earth, were fepulchral mo-
numents, in which faered rites were per-
formed in honour of the memory of thofe
whom the blind admiration and flavith obe-
dience of their fubjects exalted, when dead,
to the rank of deities. As, by a ftrain of
unmanly flattery, too general even at this
day through all the Oriental world, they had
compared them, when living, to the brighteft
of the heavenly hoft, and even diftinguifhed
them by their names; fo, when entombed,
they paid to them the honours conferred by

their
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their ahject fuperftition upon the planetary
train. But as the planet, by far the moft
glorious and confpicuous of them all, was the
suxn, and as it was cuftomary to reprefent
him by pyramids and obelifks, the fepul-
chral monument likewife affumed the pyras
midal form, a form which brought at once to -
their minds the deity himfelf and the deified
mortal. Theology and aftronomy, I have ob-
ferved, were, in thofe days, fifter {ciences;
and, under the double imprefiion of their in-
fluence, it was natural for the ancients to
make their facred edifices ufeful to the culti-
vation of their darling fcience. It was natural -
for them to obferve with more fixed and en- .
thufiaftic attention, as well as to-adore with
more intenfe fervor, the folar deity on the
elevated apex of that temple, which was at
once erected to his honour, and bore imprefied
the facred form of his own majeftic beam.
Concerning the dimenfions of the exterior
fiones that conftitute this pyramid, though
Mr. Greaves fays he can by no means agree
with Herodotus' and Pomponius Mela, who
make the leaft fione in it to be thirty feet in
magnitude, yet he is willing to allow all the
ftones to be of that dimenfion, if we may be al-
lowed to underftand thofe words in the fenfe of
F 4 thirty
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thirty cubical feet, fince many of them are of
a fize full greater than even that enormous
proportion.  Concerning thofe of the ftones
which form the interior region of this pyra-
mid, efpecially of that folitary and folemn
chamber in the dark bofom of ‘this fiony re-
cefs, his own relation is too interefting to be
abridged. “ This rich and fpacious apart-
ment, in which art may feem to have con-
tended with nature, the curious work: being
not inferior to the rich materials, is formed
in the heart and eentre of the pyramid, equi-
diftant on all the fides, and almoft in the
midft between the bafis and the fummit. The
fioor, the fides, the roof, of it are all made
of vaft and exquifite tables of Thebaic marble, -
which, if they were not veiled and obfcured
by the fteam of tapers, would appear glifter-
ing and fhining. The ftones which eover this
place are of a firange and fiupendous length,
like fo many huge beams lying flat and traver-
fing the room, and withal fupporting that in-
finite mafs and weight of the pyramid ahove.”*
TLe room itfelf Mr. Greaves defcribes as ex-
ceeding in length thirty-four Englifh feet, the
confequent length of thofe amazing flabs that
form the ceiling; the breadth of it as feven-

teen
* See Greayes’s Wosks, vol. i. p. 126,
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teen feet ; and the height as nineteen feet and
a half.

There is a novel and cxcecdmg]_}' curious
obfervation, in regard to this pyramid, made
by the French traveller, M. Maillet, who vi-
fited it no lefs than forty times, to obtain com-
plete information concerning its form and de-
fien, and who has given the beft defeription
of it extant, This gentleman, after affent-
ing to the general conjecture, that it was ori-
ginally mtended for the fepulchre of Cheops,
orfome other molt ancient fovereign of Egypt,
gives it as his decided opinion, that, according
to a barbarous cuftom in the Oriental world,
of the prevalency of which I have exhibited fo
many liriking inflances among the Indian ra-
jahs and Tartar monarchs, with that fove-
reign, whofoever he might bave been, other
human beingswere ENTOMBED ALIVE; and,in
fupport of this opinion, he advances the fol-
lowing facts. Exaétly in the centre of the
chamher, according to M. Maillet's accurate
furvey, * are two cavities oppofite to each
other, three feet and a half above the floor.
The one turning to the north is a foot in
width, eight mehes in height, and runs, in a
right angle, to the outfide of the pyramid :
this cavity is now ftopped up with fiones five

or
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or fix feet from its mouth. The other, cut
towards the eaft, the fame diftance from the
floor, is perfectly round, and wide enough to
yeceive the two filts of a man; it enlarges at
firft to a foot in diameter, and lofes itfelf as it
defcends towards the bottom of the pyramid.”#
The former of thefe cavaties he conjectures to
have been intended as a kind of canal for the
conveyance of air, food, and fuch other ne-
cefiaries to the milerable beings, inclofed with
“the corpfe of their monarch, as long as life
remained to them ; and he makes no doubt
but they were provided with a long cafe, pro-
portioned to the fize of the cavity, with a
cord affixed to each end of it, by which it was
drawn in by-the perfons incarcerated, and,
when emptied of its contents, drawn back by
thofe who fupplied their neceflities from with-
ount. Each of thefe victims he fuppofes to
have been provided with a eoffin to contain
his carpfe, and that they fucceffively rendered
this laft fad duty to each other till only one
remained, who muft neceflarily want the be-
nefit of the pious boon conferred by him on
his deceafed companions. The other cavity
on the eaft, which defeended down towards
the

® See the whele sccount of M, Maillet inferred in Savary “ﬂ
EBopty vel. bop-si4,
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“the bottom of the pyramid, he prefomes was
meant for the paflage of excrements and other
filth, which fell into fome deecp place made
for the purpofe of receiving them. This deep
place he would gladly have explored ; and,
had he found any thing like it on the outfide,
correfponding with the oblong cavity within,
he tells us he fhould have confidered it asan
irrefragable teftimony of his hypothefis. DBut
from making this fearch he was prevented by
the fear of giving wmbrage or exciting alarm
in the jealous Arabian governors of the coun-
try, whofe myrmidons always narrowly watch
the motions of Europeans; thofe inquifitive
Europeans whom they fuppofe to be guided
lefs by harmlefs curiofity, than urged by in-
fatiable avarice in queft of concealed trea-
fures, and whom they fufpect to be armed
with talifmans of tremendous power to tear 1t
from its dark recefs in the bofom of the earth.

The whole of this relation is confiftent with
probability, and conformable to the manners
of thofe remote @ras. Whether or not, how-
ever, there be any truth in the conjecture of
the fovereign’s attendants being interred with
him, this at leaft 1s evident, from the circums
flances enumerated of the paffages for the ad-
miffion of frefh air and other neceflaries, that

officiating
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officiating pne.ﬁs attended in this chamber,
made facred by the aflies of the dead, and
performed folemn rites in honour of the de-
ceafed. We have read that, in India, cakes
~and water were offered to the dead, without
which offerings the ghoft of the defunct wan-
dered forrowful and unappeafed. Even the
diftant apprehenfion of wanting this pofthu-

mous blefling thrilled with horror the foul of

the Indian fovereign Dufhmanta.® 1t is more
than pofiible, from the early intimacy of the
two nations, that fimilar fentiments pervaded
the breaft of the Egyptian monarchs, and that
priefis, either entombed for life or having ac-
cels to the centre of the pyramid by fome fe-
cret paffage now unknown, in alternate fuecef-
fion took up there their folitary abode, attended
to pay the funeral rites, to watch the embalm-
ed corple, and light anew the expiring taper.
This will account for the well whick brought
into the pyramid the waters of the Nile, equal-
ly confecrated with thofe of the Ganges, the
fecret paflage near that well; and the houfes
of the priefts adjoining the pyramid, which
have heen minutely deferibed, in a former
page, from Mr. Greaves, For what reafon,
indeed, flould there be houfesof the priefis ad-

_]Ullljﬂ"",_

.. % See, of this volume, part i and pu 19
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joining, unlefs the pyramid, although origi-"
nally erected for a tomb, were not occafionally
ufed as a temple, a temple probably in which
the moft profound arcana of the Egyptian
theology were laid open to the initiated, and
the moft gloomy orgies anciently celebrated,
propitiatory of malignant deemons and ftained
with human blood. Every remnant, however,
of a fkeleton has for ages mouldered away,
and, together with that which contained 1it,
has long ago been reduced to its original duft.
It is difficult to conceive that what is called
the farcophagus could ever have contained a
human body, fince the farcophagi of the
Egyptians were always placed erect, and never
laid flat: nor, as Mr. Bryant has judicioudly
obferved, is there,any one inftance upon re-
cord of an Fgyptian being entombed in this
manner. 1t was, therefore, a ciftern to con-
tain the water of purification,* brought from
the adjoining Nile, a river, which in Egypt
was holden in a light equally facred as was
the Ganges in Hindoftan, whofe waters are
conveyed to the moft diftant regions of that
country, and into whofe ftream the expiring
Hindoo ‘plunges, in the rapturous hope of
| gliding

® See Mr. Bryant’s Analyfis, vol. iil. p. 530, and Dr. Shaw's
Trayels, p. 70, ;
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gliding into paradife through its confecrated
wave. |
The fecond of thefe enormous pyramidal
fabrics was, according to Herodotus, erected
by Chephren, the. brother of Cheops, about
fifty years after the former, and Diodorus
Siculus ftates each fide of the bafe at fix
hundred feet, which is one hundred feet lefs
than the lateral dimenfions of that pyramid.
Mr. Greaves, however, found them both, in
point of height and latitude, to be nearly equal.
The third pyramid, afferted by Herodotus to
have been the fabrication of the fon of Cheops,
towards the clofe of ‘the eleventh century be-
fore Chrift, is very confiderably fmaller than
either of the foregoing. As the firft has been
fo minutely deferibed, there is no occafion for
entering into any enumeration of particulars
relative to the two latter, into the internal
regions of which no vifible entrance has ever -
yet been difcovered by human fagacity.
- The refult of this inveftigation is, that, in
the general form of their conftruétion, in the
mafly ftones that compofe them, and in the
purpofées to which they were applied, a
firiking fimilarity between thefe lofty Agyptian
edifices and the more ancient pagodas of India,
which, we have obferved, univerfally affume
the
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the pyramidal figure, prevails throughout.
The obfervation holds equally true of the
Egyptian, as of the Indian, temples, that
they are conftructed with fuch mathematical
precifion, as that their fides correfpond with
the FOUR CARDINAL POINTS OF THE WORLD
and, it fhould be remembered, that, in the
infeription on the furface of the grand pyra-
‘mid, as before related from Herodotus, we
have an additional and inconteftible proof,
that, as well in the moft remote as in the
more recent ages, the food of the native
Egyptians and of the Indians confified of
A VEGETABLE DIET.
" Before we quit the pyramids, I muft be
permitted to make one reflection, to which
indeed I fhall not at prefent fubjoin any
additional obfervations, but the confideration
of which will finally be of the utmoft im-
portance in fumming up the evidence relative
to this comparative parallel of the antiquities
of Egypt and India, deduced from the exa-
mination of their proficiency in architectural
knowledge and cultivation of the arts and
languages in general. Onno part of the three
great pyramids, internal or external, does
there appear the leaft fign of thofe hierogly-
phic feulptures which fo confpicuouily and
fo
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fo totally cover the temples, the obelifks; and
coloffal fiatues, of Upper Eaypt. This ex-
hibits demonftrative proof, that, at the period
of the conftruction of thofe mafies, that kind
of hieroglyphic decoration was not invented :
for, had that facerdotal character been then
formed, they would undoubtedly not hLave
been defiitute of them. 'The pyramids were,
therefore, fabricated in wras far more remote

than thofe afligned them by Herodotus and

Diodorus Siculus; iu the very infancy and
dawn of fcience, when as yet poflibly mankind
knew not how to form the arched and pon-
derous roof, or to fupport that roof with
graceful columns.  Let human pride be
humbled by the reflection, that {fome’ of the
moft ftupendous prodigies in architeéture of
the ancients owed their origin to their igno-
rance. Had they known that water would
rife nearly to the fame elevation as that
from which it falls, thofe amazing produc-
tions of human labour, the aqueducis, would
never have excited at once the afionifh-
ment - and admiration of their wifer pof=
The prodigious dimenfions of the spruyxx
have already engaged our attention. It exhi-
bits another firiking proof how eager the an-
cients

— -
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gients were to grafp at that kind of immorfa-
lity which enormous fiructures of a fepul-
chral kind beftow on their vain fabricators;
for, according to Pliny,* it was the tomb of

King Amafis, Travellers have difcovered in |
the back part of the huge rock, out of which
it is excavated, an opening into a cavern, or
maufolenm, of proportions adequate to the
magnitude of its external appearance. 'This
notion of conftruéting tombs of a vaft fize, and
at the fame time inacceffible, wasin particular
connected with the theology of the ancient
- Bgyptians; who were of opinion, that, as
long as the body could be preferved perfect,
the foul, of the tranfimigration of which they
were firenuous believers, deferted not its for-
mer companion during the period of its
own fojourning amidft the inferior fpheres.
Though they knew its vital energy had ceafed
to animate the various members, yet they
fondly flattered themfelves that it continued
hovering as a faithful gnardian round its for-
mer habltatlon, and, at length, reluctantly
left the mouldering clay. The foul, after this
defertion of its ancient comrade, continued
its extenfive circuit in the fucceflive ani~
mation of various other forms, terreftrial,

® Plinii Nat, Hift. lib. xxxvi, cap. t3,
VOL, IIL G aquatic,
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aquatic, and swtherial, and, according -to
Herodotus, finally finilhed its wanderings in
the fpace of three thoufand years.#®
In this comparative retrofpect upon the
ancient works of the Bgyptians and the In-
dians, the lurprifing dimenfions of the grand
artificial lake, built by Meeris, and diftin-
guilhed by his name, ought not to be pafied
by entirely unnoticed. Herodotus, poflibly:
taking into his account the whole extent of
that valt valley at this day called Baser-
Berrosman, or the Sea without water, {tates
the whole circunference of this lake.at 450
miles. The modern fiatement of Pococke,
“who gives its dimeniions as 50 miles long and
10 broad, is, however, far more probable,
and a lake of fuch extent might furely be.
fufficient to confer immortality on one.fo-
vereign. Many of the ancient refervoirs in
India, fabricated to receive the waters of the
Ganges, and other great rivers, at the period
of the annual inundations, are of a magni-
tude fearcely lefs aftonifhing, while thofe of
wnferior fize and more recent date arve finifhed
in a fiyle of execution equally wonderful, be-
ing flanked with freeftone, and having regu-
lar ﬁcps defcending into the capacious bafon.
fﬂlﬂj’

* See Iitmdﬂtuh lib. H. p. 250
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They are numerous in every part of India,
but more particularly in the Peninfula, and
are adapted both to political and pious pur-
pofes. ’

From ranging the valley of the Delta, and
from furveying its prodigies, let us afeend to
the contemplation of the magnificent edi-
fices that adom the regions of the Thebais.
Paffing by Memphis, once fo famous for the
worlhip of the god-bull Arts, but of which
fearcely any apparent ruins remain to mark
the difputed fpot, let us attend to that moft
extenfive and fumptuous firucture, where
painting, feulpture, and aftronomical feience,
united their powers to adom the fuperb fepul-
c¢hral temple of Ofymandes, near Thebes.
Ofymandes was one of the moft ancient kings
of Thebes, and, like many other Egyptian
fovereigns of remote antiquity, has been often
confounded with the great Ofiris. ¥t will be
of more importance to deferibe the temple
itfelf, than to engage in any ufelefs difquifi-
tion concerning the fabricator. This auguft
building is the moft perfect of all thofe of the
great Diofpolis, or ancient Thebes, at prefent
denominated Luxorein, or Luxore. The ac-
dount given of it by Diodorus Siculus is very
minute, but too long for entire infertion, ef~

; G 2 pecially
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pecially as it is my intention to illuftrate that
account by the additional obfervations of
Pococke and Norden. The entrance into it
was through a grand pyramidal gateway, two
hundred feet in length, and fixty-two feet and
a half in height, which latter proportion Po-
cocke thinks is far under-rated by Diodorus,
fince they are even at prefent fifty-four feet
above ground; and, from the great drift of
fand, by which fome colofial {tatues near it are
half-buried, he is of opinion they mufi have
funk more than eight feet and a half. This
ancient temple itfelf, inftead of being built in
the pyramidal ftyle, confifted, like fome of the
Indian pagodas, of a variety of courts and -
inclofures, one within the other; and,.in
particular, a grand colonnade of f{ione is men=

‘tioned, every fide of which extended 400 feet.

in length. Inftead of pillars, according to
that claffic, the fabric was fupported by ¢o-,
loflal figures of animals, each compofed of a -
fingle ftone, and carved in an antique fiyle.
He adds, what cannot fail to fill the reader
with aftonifhment at the fkill of the Egyptian
architeéts, * that the whole roof was contract-
ed into the breadth of eight cubits, was all
one fingle fione, and fpangled with ftars on a
{ky-coloured ground.” In the interior re~

3 3 - cefles
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‘cefles were other courts, all the walls of which
were covered with feulptures; fome reprefent-
ing the warlike feats of this great prince,
who, in reality, was no other than Sefoftris ;
fome of venerable perfonages, arrayed in the
enfigns of juftice, like thofe deferibed by
“Mr. Hunter in the caverns of Elephanta, and
yeady to exceute judgment upon the atten-
dant criminals ; others again performing fa-
crifice to the numerous gods of Egypt, dif-
tinguithed by their refpective {fymbols. In
the centre of thefe courts were ftatues of a
gigantic fize, one of which reprefented Ofy-
mandes himfelf, diftinguithed by this inferip-
tion : * I am Ofymandes, king of kings, If
_any one fhould be defirous of knowing what
Kind of a prince I am, and where I lie, let
him excel my exploits!” Around this prin-
cipal ftatue were other coloflul figures, his
fuppofed relatives, in various attitudes. But
what conferred on this fumptuous temple ifs
greateft celebrity, was the vaft circle of
wrought gold, a cubit in thicknefs, and 965
gubits in circumference, denoting the days of
the improved year, on which were marked the
heliacal rifings and fettings of the fiars for
every day of that year, with the confequent
AL AN o3 - prog-
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prognoftications of the Egyptian aftrologers,*
This circumftance I have elfewhere urged as a
remarkable proof of the early and deep profi-
ciency of the Egyptians in aftronomy, fince
the temple of Ofymandes is afferted by Scali-
ger on Herodotus to have been erected by
Sefofiris, after Lis Bactrian expedition, defig-
nated among thofe feulptures, thirteen hun-
dred years at leaft before the Chriftian sera,
This great golden circle was carried away by
Cambyfes, when he ravaged Egypt and flew
the god Apis, in the fixth century before the
commencement of that @ra ; and Mr. Norden
declares, * that, at the period of his vifit to
this temple, in 1738, there fiill appeared to
be the mark where that circle was fixed.j:
Diodorus informs us, that the whole of this
grand edifice extended one mile and a quarter
in circumference; and a plan of the whole,
with defigns of particular parts, may be
feen in the 4oth plate in Dr. Pococke’s
Egypt. -

Thus fuperb, thus magnificent, was the
lepulchral temple of a DpEIFIED MomrTAL
Let us turn our eye to yonder fiill wmore

amazing
* Diod. Sic. lib; . p. 45, ot preced. . -
t Nordea’s Travels in Egypt and Nabia, vol. ii. p. 65



[ 103 |

amazing pile of ruins, and mark, amidft
mountains of fubverted columns and colof-
fal ftatues overthrown, with what profufion
of coft and pomp the ancient Thebans adorn-
ed the temple of DeITY ITSELF. The moft
ancient of the four temples that adorned
Thebes was indeed aftonithingly fuperb, and
worthy of the city which Homer calls éxarop-
muros, or poflefling a hundred portals ; that
- celebrated city

Which fpread her conquefts o’er a thoufand ftates,
And pour'd her herocs through a hundred gates.

This defcription, whether the word éardumv-
a0; be confidered in a literal fenfe, or only
as a finite ufed for an indefinite number, de-
cifively points out the period of the proudeit
glory of the Theban empire, which, as Ho-
mer’s correétnefs may be depended upon, was
about the time of the I'rojan war, that is,
1200 years before the Chriftian era.. This
circumftance fhould be attended to, and will
be of great importance when we fhall com-
mence our inveftigation concerning the dif-
puted priority of the Indians and Egyptians
in point of national population and gran-
depr. « The circumference of this moft
grand and moft ancient temple, according to

G 4 . Diodorus,
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Diodorus; was thirteen fladia, its height fore
ty-five cubits, and the breadth of its walls
twenty-four feet. Proportionate to its exter-
nal magnificence, he obferves, were its internal
decorations, and the offerings with which it
was enriched ; for their intrinfic value afto~
nifhing, but ftill more fo for the exquifite
delicacy with which they were fabricated.”
Diodorus adds, that the edifice remained en-
~ tire in his time in confiderable fplendor, but
that the gold and filver ornaments and uten-
fils, with all the coftly ivory and precious
ftones, which it once boafted, were pillaged by
the Perfians when Cambyfes fet fire to the
temples of Egypt. He farther intimates, that,
by the artifis carried in captivity to Perfia, the
proud palaces of Perfepolis and Sufa were
built, But, though that point be difputable,
there cannot be a doubt that they were deco-~
rated with their {poils and ewriched with
their treafures. Even in the rubbifh colleét-
ed together, after the infatiable avarice of
that ravager had, gratified itfelf in plunder, .
and, after the fire had exhaufted its rage,
there were found ¢ of gold more than 300
talents, of filver near 2300 talents,”* ‘

‘ Of

- # Diodorus Siculus,Iib, ii. cap, 30,
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. Of the original plan and exifting ruins of
this grand temple, unrivalled in the univerfe,
Pococke has given an accurate defcription
and defigns; and Norden, whom his tyrant
Arabian efcort prevented from landing, has
prefented us with corre¢t views of the feveral
gateways, Of the principal and moft fuperb
portal, with the ftately obelifks before it, an
engraving taken from the latter traveller’s
beautiful drawings, forms the frontifpiece of
this volume. Its aftonifhing depth and mafly
folidity feem to promife an eternal duration
to this immenfe edifice; while the obelifks
bid fair likewife to remain as immortal monu-
ments of the fkill and correét tafte of the old
Egyptians. The thicknefs of the portal is
forty feet, and the height of the obelifks, each
of which confifts of one folid block of granite,
is fixty-three feet four inches, befide what
remains buried beneath the drifted fand.
The completion of this magnificent fane
feems to have been the labour of many ages, -
and the decoration of it the pride of the fuc-
ceflive monarchs of Thebes. Eight fove-
reigns might have refpectively gained de-
ferved immortality by the eretion of the
eight different gates, each of which is finithed
in a different ftyle; fome towering in fimple
‘ majeity
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majefty without ornament, and others to-
tally covered with the moft beautiful hiero- ;
glyphics. : -

Proceeding farther, you come into the fa-
cred library, with a very remarkable inferip-
tion upon it, which Diodorus renders ¥y
Largsiov, the Difpenfatory of the Soul. Here,
asin a grand Pantheon, all the gods of Egypt,
with their various {ymbols, were finely feulp-
tured. It was here that Pococke copied
thofe two remarkable fculptures exhibited in
his forty-fecond plate; reprefenting the cere=
mony of carrying Ofiris, the gubernator mundi,
in his boat; the firft borne by twelve men,
the fecond by eighteen. Thefe have been re-
engraved in Mr. Bryant’s Analyfis, in corro-
boration of an hypothefis upon which his in-
genious book principally turns, and the out~
tines of which are exhibited to the reader in
a former page of thefe Diflertations. A cere-
mony, refembling this, at this day prevails in
India, which poflibly might have had a fimi-
Jar origin, I mean that of annually commit-
ting the image of Durga to the Ganges, after
the celebration of herrites on the folemn fefti~
vity of that goddefs. Among the particular
hieroglyphic figures on the walls, Dr. Po-
cocke obferved « one that had a tortoife on

: the
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the head for a cap,” moft probably that Her-
.mes; whofe emblem was the teftudo, the pro-
per fymbol of the god of eloquence and mufic,
the former of which doubtlefs gave birth to
the Apollo of Greece, and the latter to his
celebrated lyre. Hermes, it will be remem-
bered, was the god who firft taught the
Egyptians letters, and accompanied Ofiris in
‘his famous expedition to conquer, that is, to
improve and reform the world, and to teach
mankiid the arts of agriculture. He is, there-
fore, here properly attended, as Pococke far-
ther relates in his defcription of the {fculptures
of this magnificent room, by a man leading
Sfour bulls with a firing, (Pococke, p. 108,) and
with inftruments of facrifice to the fun, of
whom Ofiris, in his mythological character, is
‘the reprefentative. Dr. Pococke mentions alfo
other fculptures, with hawks’ heads, the bird
facred to the Nile, bearing the confecrated

crofs, a {ymbol explained in a preceding page.

Diodorus has mentioned likewife, as part of

thefe fculptures, a reprefentation of the annual

offering to the deity of the gold and filver

colle¢ted out of the mines of Egypt. And

nothing furely could be more proper than the

offering of that gold and filver to the folar

deity, whole beams, penetrating into the

el deep
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deep recefies of the earth, matured, inits dark
bofom, the glowing ore, The Sun, failing
round the world in a boat, is one of the moft
frequent fymbols of the Egyptians, and the
twelve men, carrying it on their fhoulders,
were doubtlefs meant to fhadow out' the
twelve months. Al thefe circumfiances alluded
to the celebrated expedition of Ofiris, men-
tioned above, upon which, as I muft enter at
large in the early period of my. hiftery, it
is unneceflary for me in this place to expa-
tiate. . :
. In giving an account of theinternal recefles
of this temple, Dr. Pococke*® deferibes
% a dark granite room of more than ardinary.
fanétity,” which he thinks was the place
allotted for the noble virgin, who, iccnrdiﬁg
to Strabo,t was annually, in a very fingular
manner, confecrated to the deity. ‘The
ptians, however, not only confecrated
virgins, but, like all the other nations of the
ancient world, profufely fhed in facrifice the
blood of human beings. They in particular, -
as Diodorus informs us,} facrificed red-haired
men at the tomb of Ofiris, becaufe his mortal
enemy, Typhon, was of that colour. Bufinis fa-
crificed
 Pococke; p. 95 4 Strabo, lib, xvil, p. 816, &

-1 Diod. fic, kb, i. p. 99 '
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grificed Thracius to appeafe the -angry Niles
and three men were daily facrificed to Lucina,
at Heliopolis; inftead of which, King Amatfis
. afterwards humanely ordered as many waxen
images to be offered. A fimilar ftory is relat-
ed by an Arabian writer, and his account is
greatly corroborated by the relation of a prac-
tice witnefled by a recent traveller. This
Arabian author is by name Murtadi, who has
written a curious treatife on the prodigies of
Egypt, which M. Vatier tranflated into French,
and affirms that it was anciently a cuftom of
the Egyptians to facrifice to the river Nile a
young and beautiful virgin, whom, arrayed
in rich robes, they hurled into the ftream..
The ancient Perfians, we have remarked from
Herodotus in a preceding page, obferved the
fame inhuman cuftom; for, when Darius
arrived at the Strymon, he caufed nine young
men to be thrown into that river. It is very
remarkable, that, at this day, fome remains,
of this barbarous cuftom may be traced in
Egypt; for, according to M. Savary, “ they
annually make a clay fiatue in the form of a
.woman, which they call the Betrothed, and,
placing it on the mound of the Khalig, or
canal, of the prince of the faithful, throw it
into the river previous to the opening of the

»

. dam.
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dam.”* 'This reminds me of a paflage in
Sonnerat, who fays the Indians, to fome of
their gods, at this day facrifice horfes made of
clay, an undoubted fubftitute for the Aswam-
BDHA JUG. Sanguinary and ferocious as the
Mohammedans themfelves are in propagating
their religion by the fword, it is to their ho-
nour that they have, both inIndia and Egypt,
uniformly endeavoured to put a ftop to thefe
bloody facrifices. In Egypt the Caliph Omar
effeéted it in a manner of which the fame
Murtadi, a fuperftitious Mohammedan, has
given a curious relation, by throwing into the
water a letter addrefled to the Nile, and com-
manding that river, in the name of God and
Mohammed, to flow with its ufual abundance
and fertilize the land ; which beheft the river
immediately obeyed, to the aftonifhment and
converfion of the infidels. In India their
fevere muléts on thofe infatuated women, who
commit them{elves to the flames on the funeral”
pile of their hufbands, have rendered that
horrid practice far lefs common; and the
Englith, adding their authority to that of the
Mohammedans, have greatly contributed to
abolith the bloody rite in the precinéts of
their domain. ¢ Here,” fays Dr. Pococke, “ I

- finiflred

® Savary's Letters on Egypt, vol. i, p. 113,
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finifhed my obfervations oh thé ancient cify of
Thebes, celebrated by the firft of poets and
hiftorians that are now extant; that venerable
city, the date of whofe ruin is older than the
foundation of moft other cities ; and yet fuch
vaft and {urprizing remains are fiill to be feen
of its magnificence and folidity, as may con-
vince any one that beholds them, that, with-
out fome extraordinary accidents, they muft
have lafted for ever, as, in fact, feems to
have been the intention of the founders of
them.”*

" M. Savary having vifited this celebrated fpot
fo recently as the year 1779, it will doubtlefs
gratify curiofity to fee his account of the two
magnificent ruins juft deferibed. The en-
trance into the fepulchral fhrine of Ofyman-
des M. Savary defcribes to be * under a
portico fixty feet high, fupported by two
rows of large columns.  In this mafly marble
building, and the hieroglyphics with which it
abounds, we difcover the work of the ancient
Egyptians. Beyond is a temple three hundred
feet in length, and one hundred and forty-five
feet wide ; at the entrance is an immenfe hall,
containing eight-and-twenty columns, fixty
feet high, and nineteen in circumference at

' the

# See Pococke; py 109.
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the bafe ; they ftand each twelve feet afunder §
the enormous ftones of the ceiling are fo per-
fectly joined and inferted one in the other, as
to appear tothe eye one folid marble flab, a
hundred and twenty-fix feet in length, and
forty-fix in breadth ; the walls are loaded with
innumerable hieroglyphics, among which is
a multitude of animals; birds, and human
figures. The traveller recognizes, d@ihong the
defigns engraved on the marble, the divinities
of Inp1a; the rudenefs of the {culpture
befpeaks antiquity and art in its infancy.”*
M. Savary concludes this defcription with
afking, « Have the Egyptians received thefe
deities from the Indians, or the Indians from
the Egyphans ?” 1 hope to be able hereafter
to give a fatisfactory anfiver to this interefling
gueftion.

. M. Savary’s defcription of the prefent ap=
pearance of the auguft abode of the deity
above-defcribed is too interefting and too fpi=
rited to be omitted.

« Near Carnac, we find the remains of one
of the four principal temples, mentioned by
Diodorus Siculus. There are eight entrances
to-it, three of which have a spuyxx of gi-
gantic fize, ftanding in front, with two colofial

ftatues,

* M. Savary's Letters on Egypt, vol. ii. p. 6
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fatiues on each fide of the fphyns, which are
refpeétively cut from afingle block of marble
in the antique tafte. Croffing thefe majeftic
avenues we come to four porticoes, each thirty
feet wide, fifty-two in height, and one hundred
and fifty in length. The entraiice into thefe
is through pyramidal gates, and the ceiling is
formed of ftones of an aftonifhing fize, fup-
ported by the two walls, The firft of thefe
porticoes is entirely of red granite, perfectly
polithed. ~ Coloffal figures, rifing fifteen feet
above the bottom of the door, decorate its
fides; without, are two {tatues; thirty-three
feet high'; the one of red granite, the other
fpotted with black and grey; and within is
another, of a fingle block of marble, wanting
the head, each bearing a kind of crofs in its
‘hand, that is to fay, a puaLLUS, which, among
the Egyptians, was the fymbol of fertility. - The
fecond portico is half deftroyed ; the gate has
only two rows of hieroglyphics of gigantic
fize, one towards the fouth, the other towards
the north. Each front of the third portico
is covered with hieroglyphics of coloffal
figures ; and, at the entrance of the gate, are
the remains of a ftatue of white marble, the
trunk of which is fifteen feet in circumference,
and the ftatue itfelf wears a helmet, round

VOL. III. H ~ which
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which a ferpent is turned. The fourth per-
tico confifts of little more than walls, almoit
entirely deftroyed, and heaps of rubbifh,
among which are parts of a colofius of red
granite, the bady of which is thirty feet
round. Beyond thefe porticoes, the high
walls, which form the firft court of the tem-
ple, began. The people entered at twelve
gates; feveral arve defiroyed and others very
ruinous. T'hat, which has fufiered leaft from
time and the outrage of barbariaus, faces the
welt. Before it, is a long {phynx avenue.
The dimenfions of the gate arc forty feet in
width, fixty in height, and forty-eight in
thicknefs at the foundation. 'This gate, fo
mafly as to appear indefiructible, is in the
muftic dtyle without hieroglyphics, and mag-
nificent in fimplicity. Through this we enter
the grand court, on two of the fides of which
there are terraces, cighty feet in width, and
raifed fix feet above the ground. Along thefe
arc two beautiful colonnades.  DBeyond, isthe
fecond eourt which leads to the temple, and,
by its extent, equals the majefiy of the build-
ing. It is likewife embellithed by a double
colonnade ; each column is above fifty feet in
licight, aud eighteen in circumference 4t the
bafe. 'Their capitals are in the form of avale,

s over
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over which a fquare ftone is laid, which pro-
bably ferved as a ped&ﬂ:al for ftatues. Two

“md]g,mus coloffal figures, mutilated by vio-
; terminate thefe colonnades.

Il rom this point the aftonithed eye furveys
ithe temple, the height, of which is moft furpri-,
{ing, in all its immenfity.  Its yalls of marble
appear evtrlu.{hng Its roof, which rifes in
the centre, is fuftained by cighteen rows of
oqlum:m Thofe ftanding under the moft lﬂfty
part are thlrtg, feet in circumference, and
eighty in height ; the others are one-third lefs.
The world does not contain a building, the
* charadter and grandeur of which more forcibly
imprefs ideas of awe and majefiy : it feems ade-
quate to the lofty notions the Egy ptians had
formed of the Supreme Being; nor can it be
entered or heheld, but with reverence.”®

"The ingenious. writer, after this account of
the TEMPLE, proceeds to defcribe the adjoin-
Jing parace of Luxore: hut that venerable
_pllc from his_account, feems to be greatly
altered fince the period when Pococke vifited
Jit; and is rapidly haftening to a total decay.
"The extent of ground on which this fplpndul
_pala:.e ficod is reprefented to be very fpacious
‘as well as its courts, “ which are entered

under
® Bavary, on Egypt, vol. ii. p. 1. -
" 2
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under porticoes, fupported by columns forty
feet high, without eftimating the ample bafe
buried under the fand. Pyramidal majeftic
gates, abounding in hieroglyphics; the re-
mains of walls, built with flags of granite,
and which the barbarity of men only could
overturn; rows of colofial marble figures,

forty feet high, one-third buried in theground;

all declare what the magnificence of the

- principal edifice, the feite of which is known

by a hill of ruins, muft have been. But no-
thing can give a more fublime idea of its
grandeur than the two obelifks with which it
was embellifhed, and which feems to have
been placed there by giants or the genii of
romance. They are cach a folid block of gra-

" nite, feventy-two feet high above the furface,
_and thilty—two in circumference ; but, being

funk deep in the fand and mud, they may
well be fuppofed nmety feet from the bafe
to the fummit? the one is fplit towards
the middle; the other is perfectly preferved.
The hieroglyphics they contain, - divided
into columns and cut in bas-reliefs, projeét-
ing an inch and a half, do honour to the
feulptor. The hardnefs of the fione has

preferved them from being injured by the
air. huthmg in the “holc circle of art can

be
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be more awfully majeftic than thefe obe-
lifks."#

In confidering the prodigious ftructures of
the Thebais, we ought not to have pafied,
unnoticed, the ftately portico-of Acumou-
Nary, of which a beautiful engraving is given
by Pococke, but of which M. Savary’s ac-
count, being more ample as well as more
recent, is here inferted.

“ Four miles north of Melaoui is Achmou-
nain, remarkable for its magnificent ruins.
Among the hills of rubbifh, that furround
it, is a ftately portico, little injured by time,
a hundred feet long, twenty-five fect wide,
and fupported by twelve columns, the capital
of which is only a {mall cord. Fach is com-
pofed of three blocks of granite, forming, to-
gether, a portico of fixty feet in height, and
twenty-four in ewrcumference. The block,
- next the bafe, is merely rounded, and loaded
with hicroglyphics, the line of which begins
by a pyramid, the two others are fluted.
The eolumns are ten feet diftant, except the
two in the eentré, which form the entrance,
and have an interval of fifteen feet. Ten
enormous {tones cover the portico in its whole
extent, and thefe are furmounted by a double

* Savary's Letter on Egypt, voLii p. 45. i
u g
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row; the two in fthe centré, which rifé with
a triangular front, furpafs the others in gran=
dear and thicknefs, The fpectator is dfto-
nifhed at beholding ftones, or rather rocks,
fo_ponderous, raifed fisty feet hioh by the arf
of man. The furrounding frieze abounds
with hieroglyphics, weli feulpfured, contain-
ing figures of birds, infects, various anifials,
and men feated, to whom otRers appear to
prefent’offerings. This, probably, is the hifto-
ry of the time, place; and god, in whofe ho-
nour this monument was erected. The portico
was painted red and blie; which colours aré
effaced in many places; bt the bottom of the
architrave round the colonhade has préferved
a gold colour furprifibgly bright. The ceiling,
alfo, contains ftais of gold fparklifi in 44 &-
zure fky with dazling brilliancy. This o=
nument, raifed befofe the Perfian conquelt, *
has dieither thie efebance fiok pirity of Grecigh
architeétiire; but its indefiructible folidity,
velierable himplicity; dud majelty, estort, At
once, afltonifliment and admiration.” |,
The portico of Detidera, alfo the ancieiit
Tentyra, of Which an engraving is prefentéd
to the reader on the fame plate with the peér
fpeétive view of Elephantt in the forfner por2
tion

¥ 54\':1'{}': Letters on Egypt, vol. L | 2 10
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tion of tliis work, is too flupendous an edifice
not to attraét the attention of him who wan-
ders, in folitary contemplation, amidft the
ruins of the Thebais. It is thus deferibed by
the celebrated Paul Lucas, who travelled
through Egypt about the commencement of
the laft century, and found, like Tavernier, a
noble patron in Louis the Fifteenth ; one of a
race of kings, who, whatever might be their
political errors, for many centuries en couraged
genius and merit by the moft munificent re-
wards; and whofe total degradation therefore
from imperial fway, grateful fcience can-
pot behold without a figh! “ Having walk-
ed,” fays M. Lucas, * for fome tune among
the ruinous heaps of ftones and marbles, 1 per<
ceived at a diftance a large and extremely
beautiful building; and, going up to it, [
was aftonillied to fee a work which might
jufily have been acconnted one of the won-
ders of the world. I came firft to the back
part of this edifice, which was a great wall,
without any windows, confiructed of large
ftones of granite marble, of a dark eolour, and
entirely filled with bas-reliefs, larger than life,
reprefenting THE ANCIENT DELTLES OF
Fayer, WiTH ALL THEIR ATTRIBUTRS, TN
prerERENT ATTITUDES; and for this res-

H o4 fon
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fon I'have it engraved on'the fame plate with
the Llephanta fculptures, reprefenting the
“deities of India with their refpeétive: attri-
butes.  “ Two lions of white marble, thicker -
than horfes, in half relief, are feculptured on
this wall. .Hence I paffed along the other
fide, which is likewife full of bas-reliefs,
and hath two lions as-large, and fituate like
the former, at the diftance of about 300 paces,
till at length I came to the grand front of this
ftately fabric. Here I faw a veftibule, in the
middle of the front, fupported by vaft fquare
pilafiers. A magnificent periftyle, fupported
by three rows of columns, ‘which eight men
together could fearcely embrace, extends itfelf
on both fides the veftibule, and fupports a
flat roof made of ftones fix or deven feet
broad, and of an extraordinary length, . The
ceiling of this roof was once painted; for,
there fiill remain firong amarks of the co-
lows.  The columns are made of vaft mafies
of granite marble, and charged with hieros
glyphics in bas-relief; each has its chapiter,
compofed of four women’s heads, with their
head-drefs, placed back to back, fo that the -
four faces appear like thofe of Janus.” They
are; doubtlefs, the four heads of Ists OMN14A,
alluding, like the four heads of Brahma, whe

13
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§8 ALL TITAT IS, AND ALL THAT EVER WASy
to the four elements, and the four quarters
of the world. M. Lucas proceeds; ¢ Thefe
heads are of a fize proportionate to the thick-
nefs of the columns.  Upon them there refts
a fquare bafe, made of one ftone, about fix
feet high, rather longer than reprefented on
the plate, illuftrative of this ruin. A kind of
eornice of a fingular, but not inelegant, fa-

- fhion runs all along this periftyle, and termi-

nates what remains of this palace. There
are, over the middle portico, two large dra- |
gons, folded together, and refiing their heads
on vaft wings ftretched out on both fides of
them. Although thefe columns are fo deeply
buried in the ruins that only one half of them
appears, yet we may judge of their height by
their circumference ; and, according to the
exact rules of architeture, their {hafts were
fifty-five or fixty feet high, and the whole
columns, with the chapiter and bafe, above one
hundred.” The ornament, which our author
defcribes on the front of the portico, and
which invariably. decorates that of all the
Egyptian temples, is the celebrated Hemptha,
or Egyptian Trinity ; for, he might have add-
ed, that in the middle of it was the ors, or
GLoBE, out of which the ferpents and the
wings

B -
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wings proceed. T have obferved befare, that,
by the dragon, the ancients only meant a large
ferpent. Lucas feems to have been mifled,
by the wings that fhadow them, to call them
dragons; but the wings, in fact, iffue with
the ferpents from the central orb,

Before we entirely quit Luxore for the re-
gions nearcr the fource of the Nile, there is
one circumitance peculiarly deferving of con-
fideration, and which has attracted the notice
as well of M. Lueas as of a late very cele-
brated inveftigator of Egyptan antiquities,
M. De Pauw. 'The reader may remember
that the artilt, employed by Governor Boon
to take copies of the fenlptures at Salfette,
plainly traced on many of the ftatues the
paint and gilding with which they were
anc¢iently decorated. ‘the fame fpecies of
decoration is {till more confpicuoully vifible
on the temples and fiatues of Thebes, and
thefe united circumftances remarkably corro-
borate the conjecture offered towards the
clofe of the firft part of the preceding valume
of Diflertations, that they are only relics of
ancient Chaldwan idolatry, the idols of which
appear, from the picturelgue defeription of
them there cited from Fazekiel, to have been
feulptured and adorved in a manner firikingly

fimilar,
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finiilat. © M. Dé Pauw, in his tredtife o
titled  Récherches  Philofophicques - firt 1eé
Fayitiens et les Chinois, i of opmion that
the art of painting fowrifited in Uppér Egypt
i high perfection in very femoté wras, and
that, from the fifong remuining traits of the -
vivid colouring, it 15 evident that they muft
have underfiood the art of making their co-
lours brilliant and durable in a manner un-
known to their pofierity.

As we afcend fiill higher that rich maga-
zine of buried treafures, the Thebais of Faypt,
in queft of a few other remarkable antiquities,
more immediately conneéted with our fubject,
and as we pafs aleng the winding fhore of
the Nile, let us not forget that, like the
Ganges, its waves are HALLOWED by the fuper-
ftitious natives. They call the Nile, fays
Mr. Volney, holy, blefled, facred ; aud, on
the appearance of every frefh inundation,
that is, on the opening of the canals, mo-
thers are feen plunging their children into
the ftream, from a belief that thele waters
have a purifying and divine virtue.”¥ The
Ganges, we have obferved from the Ayeen
Akbery, flows from the hair of Veellnu;
gnd the Nile is faid, in the often-cited

treatife
' ¥ Yolney's Travels in Egype and Syria, val. & p- 19,
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treatife of Plutarch, to be the efilux of Ofiris,
who is at once the great principle of moifture,
fignified by his floating like Brahma on the
leaf of the lotos in water, and the fource of
fecundity, typified by the prolific puarLLyS,
as Seeva, in India, is by the generative
LINGAM. :
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SECTION IIL

In this Sedtion the Origin and Prgrefs of

. ARCHITECTURE are confidered principally
as that Science has Reference to and is con-
neéted with the afironomical and mythological
Notions of the Ancients.—In the Courfe of it
is detailed the Hiftory of the FoUR GRECIAN
OrpErs; and accurate Defcriptions are
given of the moft celebrated Temples of Greece,
compared, in their Defigns and _fymbolical
Decorations, with thofe of Egypt and India.

T would be unneceffary for us to -afcend
the Nile beyond Luxore, were it not for
the fake of fill farther illuftrating my affer-
tion, relative to the wonderful feature of
fimilarity, T mean in point of grandeur and
form, that prevails in the ARCHITECTURE of
thofe two moft celebrated empires’ of the
ancient world, Egypt and India. Raifed in
the infancy of fcience, the ftupendous edifices
of the Thebais have now, for above 3000
i : ' " years,
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years, withfiood the raging clements and the
violence of corroding time.  Sublime in native
majefty, they tower above the holdeft efforts
of every fueceeding race of mortals to rival
them ; and, while they fill us with awe and
reverence, excite in us the utmoft afionifh-
ment, that it was poflible for mankind in the
dawn of the arts to raife fabrics at once fo lofty
and fo durable. Oriental ArciuiTECTURE is
deeply connected with Oriental nistory, fince
at was anjimmemorial cuftom throughout all
the Eaft for the captives, taken in battle, to
be employed by the viétor in ereéting fabrics,
the feulptured walls of which recorded his
driumphs, while its coftly decorations announ-
‘eed to poflerity his riches and . magnificence.
The hierogly phic feulptures on the fepulchral

- temple of Sefoftris are direét proofs of this

affertion. Some of the fineft edifices of Perfia
were raifed after the demolition of the Egyp-
tian temples by Cambyfes. Alexander, on
his retun from Perfia, feems to have aimed
at acquiring immortality by his fiupendous
efforts .in architecture; and  the harbarian
Timur, in later. periods, enriched. the imperial
city of Samarcand not lefs by the labour of
Indian architeéts than the glittering {poils of
‘the Indian metropolis. A retvofpective hiftory
ot of
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of archite&ure will alfo be ufeful to mark the
progrefs of fuperftition, fince the earlieft
created edifices bore’ imprefled the marks of
the reigning devotion. The fubjedt, generally
confidered, opens a wide field for inftigation,
and I fhall, eafily obtain the pardon of my
readers for taking rather an extended review
of it, for it is curious and interefting, per-
haps, beyond moft others in the whole range
of antiquities. Let ws, according to our
ufual method, commence our refearches at
the fountain-head of information; let us
revert to periods, when as yet the cedar and
the palm fecurely reared their lofty heads on
the mountain, and the rude granite repofed
undifturbed in the dark bofom of its native
quairy.

Born in the deep fhades of the foreft, or
purfed in the dreary folitude of caverns,
which formed the firft human habitations,
mankind originally borrowed from them the
mode of conftruéting houfes for themiclyes,
and ereting temples to the Deity, When
chance, or neceflity, led them from thofe
Jonely retreats into the open plains, they
contrived huts, rudely formed of the branches
of trees, of which the larger ends, fet in a
circular manner into the ground, and the
L fuperior



[ tes 1

fuperior extremities terminating at the top
in the manner of a cone, or fugar-loaf, gave
the firlt idea of that pyramidal form of
building, which, in regard to temples, the
{olar” fuperflition afterwards confecrated and
rendered permanent and univerfal during.
many ages of barbarity and ignorance. 'Till
then the human race, however exalted by
the diftinguithing and godlike attribute of
reafon, had not difdained to aflociate with
the beafts of the defert; nor did they now
refufe, in the infancy of feience, to reccive
inftruétion from the provident martin, the
fwallow, and other feathered tenants of the
woods, from which they iffued, filling up the
interftices of their brittle habitations - with
leaves and clay mingled together. Pliny, in-
deed, exprefsly affirms this of them ; exemplo
fumto ab hirundinum nidis ;* they copied the .
example of the fwallows in building their
nefts. -

. 'When mankind increafed in numbers and
affociated in larger bodies; when they found
their flender clay-fenced tenements totally
unable to refift the violence of the contend-
ing elements, beaten to pieces by the driving

© florm, or deluged by torrents of defcending

rain;
* Plinii, Nat, Hift. lib. vii. cap. 56.
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yain; they formed the plan of erefting more
fubftantinl fabrics, and the folid trunks of
troes were, by their increafing knowledge
ih mechanics, torm with violence from the
earth, for the purpofe of confiructing, for
themfelves, a more fecure and ample abode, as
well as, for the deity, a temiple fuitable to the
grandeur of their conceptions concerning his

~ nature and attributes, Thefe unhewn blocks,

i

arranged in long and regular rows, fufiained
an elevated roof cnmp'{:-f'ed of fimilar blocks,
placed flat upon them, and longitudinally
traverfing each other. They contrived, how-
ever, in obedience to the reigning fuperfiition,
gradually to contraét the afcending pile, and
gave the fummit a pyramidal form. I am
afraid that even at this day, after {o many
ages have elapfed, the veflige of the firl
grand fuperiiition, fo general in the ancient
wras of the world, is too apparent in the
lofty {pires and pinnacles with which - the
fucred edifices of Europe are decorated.

The genial warmth and nutrition beftowed
by the beam of the Sun led mankind firft to
adore him, not merely, I firmly beliewe, as
tle brightcit of the orbs, but as the nobleft
fymbol 1t the univerfe of that dyvaero; Gsas,
thiat vmknown God, to whom the Athenians

YOL. 111, T erected
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ereted an altar, and of whom all memory
and tradition was never wholly effaced from
the human mind. The lofty obelifk and (pi-
ral column, {ymbolical of that beam, fhot up
in every region where mankind increafed, and
the temples of Meuco, as may be feen in the
annexed engraving, not lefs than the fanes of
Egypt, affumed the form of his all-vivifying
ray. In fucceeding ages, rFirE, and the other
clements, of which their rapid advance in
phyfical knowledge led them to explore the
latent and wonderful properties, upon fimilar
principles, received a kindred homage. The
form of the facred cdifice varied with their
varying theéology, and temples were now ereét-
ed of a ‘quadrangular fafhion, as well from
their veneration of the four elements, which
-began fo umverfaﬂy to receive the homage of
faperftition, as in allufion to the four cardinal
points of that univerfe, the {yfiem of which
they began more accurately to comprehend.
The pyramids of Egypt, built with fuch
aftronomical precifion as to front the four
quarters of the world, and the quadrangular
pagoda, with its lofty pyramidal gateways,
exhibifed in the former portion of this work,

are remarkable inftances of the union of thefe

two predominant notions in the ancient fyfiems -
o 0L
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of theology; and the period in which the
former were erected; could it be afcertained,
might pofiibly point out the precife wra in
which they were firft blended together in that
{yftem.

In thefe public erections for the perform-
arece of the national worfhip, the piety of the
old Egyptians fingularly manifefted itfelf;
for, it is very remarkable that nearly all the
ancient accounts of the aftonifhing {plendour
and magnificence difplayed in their buildings
are wholly to be confidered as referring to
the temples of the gods and to fepulchral
_edifices. The former, their fublime notions
concerning the Deity and his attributes, taught
them it was impofiible to ereét in a fiyle too
coftly ; and, with refpect to the latter, Dio-
dorus Siculus informs us, they paid little at«
tention to the building and decoration of their
domefiic habitations, for they efteemed them
only as inns in which their refidence was
tranfitory ; but the fepulchres of the dead they
confidered. as everlafting habitations, and -
therefore beftowed upon them all the deco-
rations of art and an unbounded profufion of
expence.* :

® Dicd. Sic, lib. 1. cap. 4, p. 3156: J

% It



i 158 ]

It was impofiible for aftronomy not to
have had great influence with the ancients
in forming the plans of their buildings, but
efpecially their temples, becaufe, upon that
aftronomy was principally founded the bafis
of the popular fuperftition. In the courfe
of the extenfive aftronomical difquifitions,
mto which it will -be abfolutely neceflary
for me to enter hereafter, in order to render
the ancient Sanfereet hiftory of Hindoftan
intelligible, 1 thall have various opportunities
of evincing how deeply their phyfical; and
efpecially their fidereal, {peculations regulated
their proceedings in this point. T'wo or three-
infiances of this kind only fhall be here par-
tieularized . from the two moft ancient and
authentic hiftorians, Herodotus and Diodorus
Siculus, : :

In the extenfive and beautiful plains of
Cuarpaza, I have before obferved, aftronomy.
probably had its birth, and on thofe plains

- were certainly made the firft accurate celeftial

obfervations. According to Pliny, « Belus
inventor fuit fideralis {cientiee "% that is,
Belus firft collected together and reduced into
a fyftem the fcattered obfervations of the
aftronomers of his time, and thofe handed

down

* Plinii Nat, Hift, lib:3, cap. xxvi, Aldi Edit,
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- down by tradition from the preceding race
and his ante-diluvian anceftors; for, there
can be little doubt but that mankind, firuck
with the béauty and fplendor of the heavenly
bodies, foon after the creation began to count
their number and obferve their motions. 'The
conjecture is by no means improbable, that
one intention of erefting that immenfe
pyramip, the tower of Babel, was with a -
view to render it, what the pyramids of Egypt
in fucceeding ages were doubtlefs in part
intended to be, ftupendous theatres for fuch
aftronomical obfervations, as theéir limited
acquaintance with the principles of that
fcience enabled them to make. The walls of
the great Babylon itfelf are faid by Diodorus
Siculus to have been built by Semiramis of
the extent of 360 furlongs, to mark the num-
ber of the days of the ancient year® If that
hiftorian may be credited, the future invader
of India employed in that vaft undertaking
no lefs than two millions of men, and one
ftadium was erected every day till the whole
was completed within the period of that year,
the length of which the meafure of their cir-
cumference was intended to reprefent. In

® Diod. Sics book is, p. 120, 137  Edits Rhodomani,

I3 jufiice
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Jufiice to Diodorus, it thould be added, that
Le profefles te take this account. from Ctefias:
for, he fubjoins, that, in Alexanders time,
thofe walls were in circuit 365 furlongs; a
cireumflance, however, which by no means
deftroys the credit of the firft account. It
rather {erves as an additional teftimony of the
great attention of the ancients to afironomical
inquiries, fince it is moft probable, that,
when they had more accurately fised the
duration of the folar year, the circuit of the
city walls was, by fome fucceeding fovereign,
ealarged, that the number of furlongs might
exaétly correfpond with the aggregate amount
of the days added to the ancient year.

There is another very extraordinary in-
ftance, recorded by Herodotus, of the {pecu-
lations of aftronomy influencing the architec-
tural defigns of the fovereigns of the ancient
world, which is exceedingly to my prefent
purpofe, but withal is fo firongly tinctured
with the marvellous, that I fearcely dare to
fert it. I cannot however avoid laying it
betore the reader, who will credit the whole
relation as a fadly, or rejedt it as a fable, in
proportion as he may entertain a high on
mferior degree of eficem for that hiftorian,
The palace, ereéted by Dejoces, according

. ‘ to



[ 185 ]

to this writer, the firlt king of the Medes,
in the great city of Echatana, was fituated
upon an eminence, the floping declivities of
which were furrounded by feven cireular walls,
one beyond the other, and the outermoft of
fuch prodigious extent as to be fixty ftadia
in circumference. Here it is deferving of
notice, that firty was a famous afironomieal
period in all {yfiems of Afiatic aftronomy.
Henee it was, that it became ' afterwards {o
important in all their chronological calou-
lations : it particularly attracts our notice in
the great fexagenary cycle of China, and is,
Sir William Jones informs us, the ufual
divifor of time among the Indians. Thefe
feven walls, doubtlefs intended by their
number and their decorations to defignate
the feven planets, rofe gradually one above
the other on the afcent of the hill, fo that
the battlements of each appeared diftinctly
over thofe of the next in order; thofe
battlements were entircly painted over with
various colours: the firfi was white from the
bafis of the battlement, the fecond was
black, the third was ftaimed of a purple eo-
Jour, the fourth was of fky-blue, and the
fifth of a deep orange; but the two iimmer-
moft walls were moft glorioufly dgeorated,

P4 for
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for the battlements of that necarcfi- the pa-
Jace were covered with burnithed gold, and
the next to 4t with plates of filver. That
the fun was fymbolized by the circular wall
" of gold, and the moon by that adorned with
filver, cannot poﬂlhly be doubted, when we
confider, that in the cave of Mithra, firft in-
ftituted in the Median mougtains, the orbs
of tlm fun and moon were formed of thefe
metn]s, and thal: rht: chemift at this day de-
fignates thefe planets by the fame colours:
" nor can we hefitate to pronounce that the
plancts, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter,
and Saturn, were in like manner intended to
be typified by the remaining walls, refpec-
tively adorned with white, black, purple,
blue, and orange, although the reafon of their
ufing thofe particular tints may not be {o im-
~mediately apparent.®  But it this account
of Herodotus be true, it feems to evince,
that the ancients had the knowledge of the
trye or Pythagorean {yfiem of the nniverfe,
which places the funcin the centre, 700
years before the birth of Chrift, the period
when Dejoces flourithed, and demenfirales
in what region, viz. the higher Afia; and of
vhat venerable race of fages, I mean the

'@ Herodot, lib, i, p. 47. Edit. Stephani.
philofophers
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philofophers of the old Chaldzan, Perfian,
and Brahmanian, fchools, Pythagoras obtain-~
ed thofe profound ftores of knowledge which
rendered him fo illufirious in Greece, and
have crowned his name with fuch deferved
immortality. Although the colours, above-
enumerated, are not exaétly the colours of
the different planets, as marked down by mo-

dern aftronomers, yet the circumftance of

their being thus denoted, proves-that they
had {o nicely obferved their afpects as to have
diftinguithed a variety in the colour of the
light of all of them; a variety fcarcely dif-
cernable, but by the niceft infpection, except
in the infiance of the ruddy Mars. 'The real
colours of the remaining planets are ftated by
Huygens, and other aftronomers, to be as fol-
lows: the orb of Saturn has a deep bluifh
caft, and it is remarkable that Sani is thus
depicted by the Indians; Jupiter appears of
pure white; Venus, however brilliant, is not
without a tinge of yellow; and  Mercury is
marked by dazzling radiance tinged with
light blue. '
We come now to confider the ftyle of the
columns of the ancient temples.
Trunks of trees, I'have obferved, rudely, if
at all fculptured, placed perpendicularly, and
ranged
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ranged integular rows to imitate groves, with
other trunks of trees placed npon them tranf-
verfely, formed the firft temples.  Such were
the earlieft columnsarchitecture could boaft;
fuch was the moft ancient unadorned roof.
By degrees that roof received the impreflion
of the graver's inftrument, was adorned with
ftars and other feulptures, (ymbolical of the
hoft of heaven: and was painted of a fapphire
blue, to imitate the eolpur. of the cloudlefs
fky. 'Ihe ponderous mis<fhapen columns,
alib, which fuppnrted that roof; began gradu-
ally to receive the polifh which art beftows,
and the beauty which juft proportion imparts.
The wonderful fabric of man himfelt, ae-
cording to Vitravius,® imprefled upon the
firt Greek architects the charms of that pro-
portion, and the feveral orders originated in
the contemplation and imitation of the mode
adopted by the Almighty Architect himfelf,
Taking the meafure. of the human foot, ‘and
finding it to be in-length the fixth part of ithe
keight of the whole body of man, they fixed
on that proportion for their columns, and
made thofe of” the Doric order, the firfl in-
vented, fix times as high as the diameter, ins
cluding the capital. The conception was in
. TER Rl THISE = SR Pl i

# See Vitruvius de Archite@um, lib 17, cap. 1.
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every refpect accurately juft; for, indeed, man
may be truly denominated a noble colomn,
of which the fgquare bafe of his feet forms the
pedeftal; his body the fhaft; his head the ca-
pital; and thence it arofe that an order, ha-
ving the proportion, firength, and beauty, of the
human body, was univerfally introdueed into

the more fubitantial edifices of the ancients.
Such is the aceount which Vitravius gives us
of the origin of the firft of the Grecian ordérs,
denominated Doric, from Dorus, the fon of
Hellen, who ereéted at Argos a temple to
Juno, having columns regulated by this line
of proportion. The genius of Greece was
diftinguifhed by elegance: that of Egypt by
magnificence.  Difierent, however, as was
- the fiyle of their architecture, there are evident
outlines of all the Grecian orders in the dif-
ferent temples of Egypt, whither the Greeks
are known fucceflively to have travelled to
improve themfelves in every branch of thofe
feiences for which the Egyptians were fo re-
nowned. What they faw they accurately co-
pied, they highly improved, and their writers
have too fuceefstully laboured to make their
borrowed excellencies pafs upon pofterity for
wine inventions of their own. Dorus
flourithed about the year, before Chnft,’
. 1000;
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1000; but- there is ﬁ:nmaly a temple in
Upper Egypt fabricated in fo late a period.
Thebes and her handred pertals, the vaft la-
byrinth with its twelve palaces and its three
thoufand chambers, mernfted with feulptured
marble, the great flatue of Memnon, together
with innwnerable pyramids and obelifks of
exuifite beauty {cattered over the face of 3
country, for its prodigies of every kind the
envy and wonder of the world, were at that
moment ftanding, proud teftimonies of the
archite¢tural {kill of the old Egyptians. There
is every reafon, therefore, to think that the hy-
“pothefis, upon which the Grecian architecture
was formed, was already known in Egypt, and
that they were fully acquainted with, though
they could not always adopt, the moft exadt,
rules of elegant proportion.  But farthes,
when, on infpecting the fuperb ruins of the
temples of Effnay and Romombu, (engraved
ia this volume,) we find them adorned with
columns and capitals very nearly refemnbling
thofe of their moft beautiful order; and efpe-
~cially when we are convinced, as we muft be
. from hiftory, that the ILgyptians could not
have horrowed the model of them from
Greece, while, on the contrary, the Greeks

were deeply indebted to the Egyptians in the
4 s mofl
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moft important points of their theology and
philofophy ; the moft direét evidence feems
to arife that the Egyptians were the originals,
and: the Greeks the copyifis: In fact, the
fiupendous and' amazing' edifices of the
Egyptians, ereéted, as T before obferved, in
the infancy of time and in the dawn of
feience, did not allow of that exadt nicety of
proportion which diftinguiflies the lefs ma--
jeftic but moreelegant Grecian Temples. The
vaft columns, neceflary to fupport fuch im-
menfe-edifices, awed the mind by their gran-
deur and elevation, bat are not without their
peculiar and charaéteriftic graces, as may
be feen in the various and correét {pecimens
ethibited in the fixty-fixth and fixty-feventh,
plates of Pococke’s Egypt:  Undoubtedly
the great dificrence between the Indian aud
Bgyptian architecture and that of the Greeks
is to be accounted for in the prior antiquity
of the former nations, whole ancefiors carried
. -away with them; from the ftupendous excava-
tions on the heights of Caucafus and the
mountains of the Thebais, their former
refidence, architectural notions of the moft -
awful and magnificent kind, imprefied upon
thieir minds by the conftant contemplation of
nature in her moft gloomy and majefiic form.

Sl Tat
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Let the reader turn to Abul Fazil's account
in the Ayeen Akbery, of the natural caverns
m the mountains that feparate Perfia from
India; let him read the extraéts inferted in a
former page, from Pococke and Norden,
relative to thofe of the Thebais; or Lud-
diphus and Bruee, on the Athiopian rock-
temples; and he will not wonder at the fub-
lime efforts in architeéture of thofe who be-
held what the fovereign architeét had decom-
plithed in this way, among thofe fteep and rug-
ged recefles; the immenfe hollows {cooped by
herhand out of the eternal rocks, and probably
ufed as the firft temples; the vafi arches by
which mountains of granite were united:
and the coloflal columns that fupported thofe
arches, whofe broad bafe feems to be fixed,
as it were, in the centre of the earth. 'The
Greeks, in the Lefier Afia, accuftomed to no
fueh awful objects in nature, aimed to charm
the beholder by the beauty and elegance of
their buildings rather than to afionifh by the
grandeur of defign and by ftupendous ele-
vation. The lefs daring genius of that na-
tion, as well in their domeflic as facred edi-
fices, led them to nnitate nature in her hum-
bler rather than her magnificent walk; to
copy the exquifite workmauthip of her plaftic

] _. : hand
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hand in the arbour of twining jeffamine, and
the bower of fragrant myrtle, rather than
the lofty grove of the afpiring cedar and wide-
ly-branching fir. It muft ftill, however, be
owned that the Greeks, in their architecture,
fometimes rofe to the true fublime; fince
nothing in all Egypt, or, indeed, in all anti-
quity, could poflibly exceed the bold magni-
ficence evineed in the defign, or the exquifite
beauty in the execution, of thofe three grand
temples, defcribed fo minutely by Paufanias;
the temple of Jupiter Olympius, at Athens ;
that of the great Diana, at Ephefus; and that
of Apollo, at Delphi.

It is this mafly folidity; in the ftyle of their
buildings, that forms the principal feature of
fimilitude between the Indian and Egyptian
architecture. The columps in the caverns of
.Elephanta are probably the oldeft and moft
mafly in the world. They are not indeed
lofty, becaufe the immenfe incumbent moun-
tain above forbade it. This vaft excavation
from the living rock it feems to have been the
intention of the fabricators to form ftupendous
in length and breadth rather than height; and
aftonifhed indeed muftevery beholderbetofind
any where fuch an excavation,and fo fuperbly
decorated, nearly 120 feet fquare! The form

" of
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of the pillars was ditated by the confidera-
tion of the immenfe rock they fuftain above:
but their proportions are: well preferved,
and both the columns and the capitals are
fluted like thofe of Thebes and Perfepolis.
The Indian capitals, we have obferved from
Mz, Hunter, ““have the appearance of a cufhion
prefled flat by the weight of the fuperin-
cumbent mountain ;" and it is remarkable,
that fome of the moft ancient Eeyptian
columns, engraved in Pococke’s 66th plate,
have this fwelling' towards the fummit : he
himfelf obferves,. “that it is poflible this fort
of fwelling, inverted, might give rife to the
firlt capitals made in the fhape of a bell."*
Again, Mr. Hunter obferves, that, over the
tops of thefe columns, there Tuns a ridge, cut
ont of the rock, refembling a beam; and
Pococke informs us, that, over the capitals
of the pillars, the Egyptians laid fquare
fiowes, forming an architrave, which traverfed
the ‘whole hreadth of the building, to give
it'a lighter air; and often upon them a fecond
tier of (quare flones was placed, which tra-
verfed  the' room  longitudinally; and made

it

_ ® Pococke™s Egypt, vol. 1/ pi 26 —Pococke, 1 coficeive, is
bere miftaken ; it was the culix of the lotos the Egypeians meant to
imitare,
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it appear fiill higher®* He refers us, for 4
fpecimen of this mode of tabricating the roof;
to his print of Komontbu, of which, as it is
engraved in this volume, the reader may form
his own judgement, and compare with the
fquare ftones that longitudinally traverfe the
roof of the Elephanta pagoda, engraved in
a former volume. On the whole, then, the
- pillars of Egypt are fluted and cluftered like
the Indian columns. They are alike mafly,
yet not ungraceful, in their form ; they have a
fimilar fwell towards the fummit, and they are
equally decorated with the facred lotos.

In returning from caverns to the confide-
ration of grove-temples, and of the columns
more immediately imitative of the trees that
formed thofe groves, it is proper to remark,
that fome particular trees, for reafons prin-
cipally to be found in phyfical refearches,
were confidered hy the ancientsin a light pe-
culiarly facred. Among thefe, in Egypt, the
palm-tree ranked higheft; and, for this rea-
fon, that {pecies of tree was moft frequently
ufed in the facred buildings of that ¢ountry,
as indeed they afterwards were in thofe of the
Hebrews ; 1 do not fay for the fame caufe;
for, that was connected with the Sabian ido-

X latries,
# Pococke's Travels, vol. L po 714
You, 11I. K
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latries, whu:h the latter were taqght to dgieﬁ..
The real fouree of the veneration of the for-
mer for palm-trees, and of the general culti-
vation of that phnl in Dg}rpt, which abound-
ed. with nu]:dc royes of them, is alledged to
have been the 1‘0“91’1 ing:—They thought the
palm- tree, which is affirmed by Porphyry to
bud every month in the year, a moft firiking
Emblu;m of the mpox, from whofe twelve an-
nual revolutions thole months are formed.
Whether or not there be any truth in this af-
firmation, I am not naturalit enough to
know ; but it has been remarked by Pococke,
that many of the moft ancient pillars in the
Eg}f[‘jﬁﬂ,ll temples bear great refemblance
to palm-trees, and that their capitals are made
in imitation of the top of that tree, when all
the lower boughs are cut off:* and poflibly,”
he adds, * the paim-trees, faid to be cut.in
Solomon’s temple, might be only pillass, or at
Icaft pilafters of this kind.” ko his plat;e of
Fgyptian prriars may be feen various co-
lumunsg of this defcription, and a very remark-
able ope belonging to the temple of Camack.
Severgl | of the carrTaLs alfo in the following
‘plate bdar anevident ﬁmxhtude to ﬂwﬂm

. Pm:h:‘lﬂmt,ﬂ.:.p.n:.
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ed top of trees with their branching fni:ag&
cut off or comprefied.

Singe 1 have mentioned the Doric order, as
originating in the proportion of a man’s bo-
dy, the curiofity of the reader, not verfed in
this fcience, may perbaps be gratified by be-
ing informed, from the fame author, that the
order, to which the Greeks gave the name of
Tonic, owed its exiftence to an enraptured con-
templation of the delicacy and beautiful pro-
]'Iﬂl'ﬁﬂn! of the female form ; for, of this o
der, it is the eftablifhed maxim, that the dia-
meter be exactly one-eighth part of the height
of the whele column.  Our author adds, thnt
the bafe of this column was made in the
manner of a coiled rope, to"imitate, in fone
meafure, the ornamental drefs of the feet in
thofe days; that the volutes on the capitals
were intended to reprefent the'head-attire and
graceful ringlets of curled hair hanging on
each fide of the face; and that the fhafts
were fluted to imitate the plaits of their flow:
ing robes.  Here, it is to be fearcd, the Gre-
cian artift again indulged too much the vani-
ty of a'nation, whofe ambition it was to be
thought the fole inventors of all arts and
feiences;  for, long before the Pelalgic colo+
nies Lad emerged from barbarifin, the beauti=

K¢ ful
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Ful columns in the temple of Ifis, at Philag,
were adorned with the head and plaited hais
of that goddefs, as may be feen in Pococke.
The volutes, a part of archite¢ture more ge-
nerally fuppofed to be thus formed in imita-
tion of the twifted bark of trees, are to be
feen on moft of the capitals of Egyptian
columns; and the pillars of Elephanta and
Perfepolis were fluted, when as yet pro-
bably no plaited robes were made to de-
corate the elegant form of the Grecian ma-
tron.

But let us confider the laft of the three ce-
lebrated orders of Greece, (for, with the Ita-
lic orders. called the Tufean and Compolfite,
we have no coneeérn,) an order which, doubt-
Jefs, in ainy clegance exceeds them all, and
favours more than any of the others of the
refined tafte and purity of Grecian architec-
ture. The account which Vitruyvius gives of
the origin of this order and its capital is both
curious and interefting. The Ionic column,
we have obferved, was fabricated after the
model of firength and fymmetry exhibited in
the human frame in general; the Ionic, to re-
prefent the graceful proportions and delicacy
* of the female form; but, in the elegant Co-
rinthian, that harmony and that delicacy were

carried
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carried to the utmoft limit of human fkill to
imitate, in copying the ftill more enchanting
graces and exquifite fymmetry difplayed in the
female form, at that age when every charm
unfolds itfelf, and beauty beams forth in its
full perfection. The diftinguifhing feature
of this order, in which the diameter is one-
tenth part of the height of the whole column,
is its nobler elevation; and its poffeffing
greater elegance with undiminithed firength.
The mvention of its rich and ornamented ca-
pital is attributed, by Vitruvius, to the fol-
lowing accident.—A young Corinthian female,
who was on the point of marriage, fell fick
and died, TFull -:F)? affection and compatflion,
the nurie, under whofe tender care fhe had
been brought up, hurried to the tomb of de-
parted beauty, and placed upon ita bafket,
contaiping fome vafes filled with the flowers of
acanthus, which the dear deceafed had valued
during her life, and which had been cherifhed
by her foftering hand. To preferve from the
injury of the weather thofe tender plants,
which_adorned the untimely grave of the
young bnde, fhe covered the bafket witha
tile, through the extremities of which in the
enfuing {pring, when vegetation was renewed,
the ftalks and leaves of the growing plants
K3 forced
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forced themfelves; but, being kept down by
the weight of the tile, affumed a form fimilar
to the Iweeps of the volutes in architecture.
Callimachus, a famous feulptor of that age,
whom, for the delicacy with which he
wrought in marble, the Athenians called Ca-
tatechnos, pafling by the tomb, admired the
manner in which the flower encompafied the
bafkel, and immediately formed, after that
model, the capital of the Corinthian colamn.
—T'he fiory is very elegant, and not improba-
ble; but it fhould not be forgotten, that the
columns of Effnay and Komombu, engraved
in this volume, in their elevation and form,
bear a great refemblance to thofe of the Co-
rinthian order : and that the cup, or vafe, of
the majefiic lotos had long before formed the
capital of Egyptian columns, as may be feen
on the large plate of Egyptian capitals, en-
- graved in Norden® Pr. Pococke inclines
to adopt the opinion above hazarded in re-
gard to the Egyptians giving the Greeks the
firft outlines of the Corinthian order; and
Mr. Knight, who faw very deeply into the
pliylics both of the Egyptiansand the Greeks,
and traced theirmythology in their ﬁ‘l‘t;lﬂlllﬂ:

aks to the fame purpofe in the following
i) 2 decided

# Sce Lis Travels, vol. 1; ps 315,
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decided manner: < By comparing the co-
Nitihs, which the Egyptians formed in imita.
tion of the Nelambo slant with each. other,
aftd obferving their different modes of decora-
ting them, we may difcover the origin of that
order of architeéture, which the Grecks. call-
ed  Connthian, H‘dhil the place of its JSieppof-
ed invention. We firfh find the plain bell,
or feed-veffel, tfed 45 a capital, without any
farther alteration than being expanded at hot-
tom, to give it fability. In fhe next in-
ftance, the fame fecd-veflel is farrounded by
the leaves of fome. other plant, which i3
enrved ift different eapitals, according to the
différent meanings intended {0 be exprefled
by thefe additional fymbols. The Greeks
decorated it ifﬂ the fame manner with the
leaves of the acanthus and other forts of
foliage; while various other fymbols of their
religion were ntroduced as ornaments on the
entablature, infiead of being carved upon the
walls of the cell or fhafts of the columns.”
The mtelligence conveyed in the following
fentence 1S extremély curious, and well de-
ferving the attention of the artift: * Qpe
of thefe ornaments, which oceurs moft fre-
quently, is that which the aréhitedts call the
HONEY-8UCKLE, but which, as Sir Jofeply

K 4 Banks
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Banks clearly thewed me, muft be meant for
the young thoots of this plant, viewed hori-
zontally, juft when they have burft the feed-
veflel, and are upon the point of fallying out
of it.”*

Lucvus, the Roman appellation for a grove,
is, by Servius, thought to be derived a lucendo,
from the fires that were kept perpetually burn-
ing in the central recefles of the facred grove.
The fun was never permitted to fthine on the
confecrated fires : they were therefore cherifh-
ed in the deepeft and inmoft fhades of thofe
{ylvay retreats ; thades fo thick and clofely
interwoyen, as to be impenetrable to his
beams. Thus, in the facred edifices, fabricat-
ed in fucceeding ages to refemble thofe groves,
that part, which might mare properly and
emphatically be called the temple, that moft
holy place of worfhip, into which the priefts,
bearing the propitiatory oblations and recapi-
tulating the wifhes of the fuppliant populace
without, alone had permiffion to enter, was
the interior adytum, or fanc¢tum fanétorum,
where the Deity in perfon was fuppofed tc;i :i-e-

nde,

® See Mr. Knight's curious inedited book on the Phallic
Worthip of the Ancients, p. g2. The reader will find, in a future
page of this volume, a full agcount of the lotos and its wonderful
Pppcrties_. :
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fide, and where the facred fire, his pureft {ym-
bol, was eternally cherifhed. This adytum
too was either in the centre or in the inmoft
recefs; and the other parts of the building,
the lofty porticoes, the furrounding aifles, and
the majeftic columns, were only {plendid ad-
jun@s to inereafe the pomp of public devo-
tion, and infpire the mind with religious awe
and holy horror, To demontirate this in re-
gard to temples, formed to refemble groves,
(for thofe formed more immediately in imita-
tion of the ancient cavern-temples, dedicated
to the Mrtnraic fuperftition, and fymbolis -
cal of the world fabricated by Mithra, will
engage our confideration afterwards) it will
be neceffary to attend to the general form,
arrangement, and decorations, of the former
clafs. 'To inveftigate more fully this curious
fubjec, we muft, for a hort period, relinquith
the regions of the higher Afia and Egypt for
a more wefterly clime, and confult the beau-
tiful produdiions of the Greek and Roman
claffies,

Vitruvius defcribes the ancients as not lefs
attentive to the fituation, than to the clegant
confiruétion, of their temples. In choofing
that fituation, the quality and attributes of
the Deity were always {crupuloufly regarded.

' Thus,
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Thus, to the fupreme gods, Jupiter, Juno,
Minetva, and tutelar deities of cities, temples
were ereCted on lofty eminences, command-
ing an ample profpedt of thofe cities. To
Mercury, the god of traffic; temples were built
m the fpacious forum, and near the empo-
rium of commerce. Apollo, the god of po-
etry, and Bacehus, the feftive god, had their
temples near the theatre, that alternately re-
founded with mirth and fong. 'The robuft
Hereules, immortal by the labours he endur-
ed, had his temple near the circus, where
the public games were celebrated; or the am-
phitheatre, where the athletic exereifes weére
taught and gladiators combated. The tem-
ple of Venus was placed without the walls
of the city, left by her libidinous rites the
morals of youth might be corfupted and the
chafte matron feduced. 'Thefe of Mars and
Vulean were alfo placed without the walls;
that of the former god to prevent every occa~
fion of civil diffention, that of the latter to
guard againft the danger of the fires that per~
petually blazed on his numerous altars. = Even
in the article of the order of architecture
that diftinguifhed the columns of thofe tem-
ples, the fame cireumftance was attended to;
for inftance, the firong Doric order was al]ot-{
te
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ted to the temples of deities, renowned for
valour and delighting in war ;sas Mars, Mi-
nerva, and Hercules.  'To deities, whofe at-
tributes were delicacy, beauty, and tendernefs,
as Venus, Flora, the Mufes, and the ‘Graces,
they afligned the clegant Corinthian order;
while to Juno, Diana, Baechus, and other
deities, diftinguifhed. neither by peculiar au-
frerity nor {oftuels, they confecrated the Tonic
order, in which is preferved a happy medium
between the two others. But, farther than
this, to the form of their temples thus ereéted
they paid no lefs attention than to the ordet
and fituation of them.  For realons before ad-
duced, fome were pyramidal, fome quadran-
gular, and fome oval and eircular. < Of this
Jatter kind were all thofe dedicated to the funy
moon, and planets, whofe orbs continually
revolve in vaft circles. ' 'I'o Vefta, alfo; whe-
ther confidered as the eléement of earth or fire,
they built circular temples; and to Jupiter,
when confidered as the perfonified ®ther, they
raifed temples exactly after themanner.of the
Indian pageda, engraved in the former vo-
Jume, uncovered in the eentre, and furround-
ed with porticoes. That fpecies of Hindoo
temple, it is natural from analogy fo fuppofe,
~ was originally ereted in honour of ExwpRa,
the
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the Hindoo Jupiter and Divefpiter, or god of
the firmament, _

We come now to confider, in a general
manner, the arrangement and decorations of
the ancient temples, externally and internally ;
I fay in a general manner, becaufe, as I am
not writing a regular hiftory of architecture,
there is no occafion in this place to enter into
all the minutiz of technical defcription. The
moft celebrated temples of the ancientworld
were of the ftyle the ancients called pER1PTE-
RES, from mep, circum, and wrepw, a wing;
for, this {pecies of temples had wings on all
the four fides, compofed of a feries of infulat-
ed columns, extending quite round the exter-
nal part of the edifice. Of the peripteres
there were two kinds, the dipteres, which had
double wings, or ranges of columns; and the
pfeudo-dipteres, from which the internal range
of columns was taken away, and which kind
of temple Vitruvius honours with a very
high encomium, as the invention of Hermo-
genes, who, by this means. enlarged the por-
tico, and gave it both airinefs and elegance.
Among the great variety of diftinctions in
ancient architecture, I fhall only mention two
other kinds of facred fabric, as being more im-
mediately connected with the fubje¢t of Orien-

tal
3
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tal hiftory, that which they denominated Mo«
sopreric, and that called Hyezrurox.

"The Monoptere was a circular edifice without |

walls, having a dome fopported by columns,
and was, doubtlefs, the invention of Zoroaf-
‘ter, or fome ancient zealous fire-worfhipper
of Perfia, to preferve the confecrated flames
that glowed on their altars from being extin-
guifhed by the violence of rain and tempefis.
The Hypethron, a word formed of vws, fub,
and wfpa, the air, was, on the contrary, a
cireular edifice, or portico, fupported by two
rows of columns, one raifed above the other,
and without any dome. On the front of the
temple was ufually placed a coloffal fiatue of
the deity to whom it was dedicated ; and the
gate, in general, though not univerfally, was
placed at the Weft end, that the afpect of the
worfhipper, on his entrance, might immedi-
ately be directed towards the Eaft quar-
ter, where the ftatues of the deity were
placed, and whence, as from the region of
the rifing fun, the propitious god might feem
to look down with finiles upon the profirate
adorer. ,

The facred edifices of antiquity had in
common three grand divifions, the part
called the anti-temple, the i=e;, or temple

itfelf,

ey

S
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itfelf, which was the fame as the nave of
modermn ehurches; and the adytum, or pe-
netrale, into which, as' before obferved, all
ingrefs ‘was forbidden to the profane vul-
gar. The eolunms within the temples were
arranged to correfpond as much as pofiible in
manner and number with thofe without.
The moft ecelebrated temple at Rome, that
of Jupiter Capitolinus, formed in the dipteric
fafhion, will ferve as an exemplar to direét
and to gratify our inquiries. It is very re-
markable thatthis grand edifice was dedicated
to the three deities, Jupiter, Juno, and Mi-
nerva. Thefe auguft perfonages, honoured
with jeint worfhip, as Bifhop Horfley has
juftly obferved, formed the Trrap of the
Roman eapitol. They had three chapels, or
fanctuaries, crefted in the inmoft part of
the temple; the whole length of which,
aceording to Nardini, cited by Mountfaucon
as the moft accurate delincator, was two
hundred feet, and the whole breadth, in-
cluding the twe ranges of external columns
that formed the wings; was one hundred and
cighty-five feef. Through the whole length
of the edifice extended a double range of
eolumns, one on cach fide, forming the

* internal
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internal aifles, or wings, of the temple, and
terminating in the two chapels of Juno and
Minerva, to which they refpectively led;
while the more fpaeious central avenue, which
formed the nave, immediately terminated in
the chapel of Jupiter, which was placed in
the middle between thofe of the two other
guardian-deities of Rome.* Vitruvius, whofe
ten books *de Architectura,” of all thofe
written in ancient periods upon the fubject,
have alone reached pofterity, having been
my principal guide throughout this Difquifi-
tion, I thought it proper to illufirate his po-
fitions by a furvey of the principal temple of
the empire in which he flourifhed; fory he
was patronized both by Julius and Auguftus
Cefar. Let us return by way of Greece to
the country whofe fublime edifices firft gave
occafion for thefe reflections, and confider, as
we pafs that celebrated region, the plan and
dimenfions of two of her moft magnificent
templess that O,f Dla-na) at Epheﬁlsa one of
the feven wonders of the world, and that of
Jupiter Olympius, at Athens.

With

* Confult Mountfaucon, in the fecond volume of whofe antiquities
the plan of this temple, and thofe of the molk famous temples of the
ancient world, are exhibited, .
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With refpec to the formet, there is a ¢ite
cumftance recorded by Dionyfius,* the geo-~
grapher, which remarkably corroborates what
has been previoufly afferted in regard to the
origin of temples, viz. that the fhrine of Diana
at firft confified only of a niche in the hol-
lowed trunk of a LARGE ELM, in which was
placed the ftatue of the goddefs, who, in faét,
is only the fruitful mother of all perfonified,
as is abundantly teftified by her numerous
breafts fwelling with the milk of nutrition, by

“which univerfal nature is fupported. Pliny

defcribes the fuperb fane, which fucceeded
to the venerable elm of prophecy, as four
hundred and twenty feet in length, and two
hundred feet in breadth.f Its vaft roof was
fupported by one hundred and twenty-feven
columns, fixty feet in height, ereéted by
as many kings; and thefe columns, of which
thirty-fix were moft richly carved, and one
of them by the famous Scopas, rmnning
through the whole length of the building,
ferved as well for its decoration as for
the divifion of  the internal parts of the

fabric into the various partitions ufual in an-
cient

* Vide Dyonifii Orbis Deicriptio, p. 46
4 Plinii Nat. Hift, Iib, xxxvi. cap, 140
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cient temples; as the aifles, the nave, and the
fanétuary. This temple, according to Vitru-
_%ius, was of the Ionic order, and was like-
wife of the Dipteric kind, having two ranges
of columns, in form' of a double portico, ex-
tending quite round the outfide of it, and
the fimilitude which fuch an aftonifhing num-
ber of columns, both internally and exter-
nally, muft give the whole to an immenfe
grove will be eafily conceived by the reader.
But, farther than this, the idea feems to have
been alive in the mind of the architeét; for,
the inner roof was formed of cedar, and it had
a grand flair-cafe which went to the very
top, and which, however incredible it may
appear, was formed of a fingle vineflock.
"To conclude, this magnificent fabric took up
two hundred years in erecting and finifhing ;
and, in fpite of the frantic act of the ambi-
tious Eroftratus, who, to render himfelf im~
mortal, fet fire to the glorious pile, the fame
of the grandeur of this auguft fhrine will
for ever flourifh as well in prophane as facred
hiftory, whofe pages wunmite to record the
celebrity of the temple of the great Diana of
the Ephefians; that temple whofe majeftic pil-
lars and mafly marble walls the thunder of
Paul’s eloquence fhook to their deep founda-
VOL. III. L tions,
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tions, and made the hireling fabricators of her
Sfilver fhrines tremble left hermagnificence fhould
be deftroyed; the magnificence of that goddefs
whom all Afia and the world worfhipped.¥
Of the temple of Olympian Jove, as well
as of all the more famous Greek temples,
Paufanias, in that defcription of Greece which
his travels .through the country enabled him
to give with fuch accuracy, has bequeathed
pofterity a moft curious, interefling, and par-
ticular, account. This temple, reputed like-
wife one of the wonders of the world, accord-
ing to the {yftem adopted by the ancients, and
mtimated before, of erecting the building in
a ftyle correfponding with the qualities, fex,
and funcétion, of the deity, was of the Doric
order, an order the moft ancient and firong
of all the three, and of that pP{:l:th.l‘ fafhion
called periflyle, from megs, circum, and sruAss
a.column, in which the edifice was furrounded
with only a fingle row of columns. It was
of dimenfions greatly inferior to the former,
bemg only, a{:curding to this author, 68 feet
in_height, 95 in breadth, and 230 in length;
but within its proud walls were difplayed the
foulptures of Phidias and the paintings of -

Panmnns. From each extremity of the mar-
ble

* Afte aix.a7.
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ble roof was fufpended a large vafe richly
gilded and burnifhed ; and, from the centre of
that roof, hung a gilded ftatue of Victory, and
a thield of beaten gold, on which was engra-
ved a Medufa’s head, with an infeription, in-
timating that the temple was erected to Jupi-
terafter a vitory. Along the cornifh, above
the columns that furrounded the temple, hung
twenty-one gilt bucklers, confecrated to Ju-
piter, by Mummius, afterthe facking of Co-
rinth. Upon the pediment, in the front, was
a coloffal Jupiter, and on each fide of the
god were feulptured, with exquifite fkill, ex-
act and animated reprefentations of the cha-
riot-races in the Olympie games, with vari-
ous other {ymbolical figures, allufive to the
Greek mythology.. The entrance into the
temple was through gates of brafs, where two
ranges of columns, fupporting, on each fide,
two lofty galleries, led to the throne and fia-
tue of Jupiter, the mafter-piece of Phidias.
Nothing in ancient or modern times, if we
except the famous peacock throne of India,
could equal this beautiful and fplendid pa-
geant. Inimitable for its workmanthip, this fus
perb piece of ftatuary was entirely compofed
of gold and ivory, artificially blended, and
reprefeated the EING OF GODS AND MEN,
L8 with

-
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with a fplendid crown upon his head, in which.
the viétorious olive was imitated to perfection,
fitting upon a throne, whence a profufion of
gold and gems flied a dazzling radiance, and
where ivory and ebony, intermixed, united to
form a firiking and elegant contraft. In his
right hand Jupiter held a Viétory compofed
likewife of gold and ivory ; his left hand grafp-
ed a feeptre, moft curioufly wrought, and re-
fulgent with all kinds of precious metals, on
the top of which repofed an eagle, bearing, in
his talons, the thunder-bolt of the omnipotent.
The {hoes and rich pallium, or mantle, of the
god were of burnifhed gold ; and, in the flow-
ing folds of the latter, a variety of animals
and flowers were richly engraved. At the
four extremities of the throne were as many
Viétories, who were feulptured in the attitude
of dancing, and each of his feet trod upon a
proftrate Victory. The throne was erected
upon pillars of gold, upon which, and the gor-
geous pedeftal, were carved all the greater di-
vinities of Greece; and particularly Apollo,
guiding the fiery chariot of day, on which
Phidias had exerted the utmoft powers of his
wonderful art: while Panenus, in a rich af-
femblage of the livelieft colours, to heighten
the effeét of the moft glowing imagery, had

- : difplayed

L 4
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difplayed all the energy of the painters gé~ -
nius; A rich canopy expanding above the
head of . Jupiter, and over his magnificent
throne, was adormned by the hand of the
former with reprefentations of the Houns
and the Graces: and on the great balluf-
trade that encircled the bafe of the whole,
and guarded it from the too near approach
. of the numerous flrangers who came to ad-
mire and adore at this fumptuous fhrine, the
pencil of the latter was vifible in two pi€tu-
. refqueé and noble portraits, which firikingly
* attraéted the notice of the beholder. The
one, was that of Atlas, bearing on his fhoul-
ders the incumbent heavens; the other, that of
Hercules, in the attitude of ftooping to relieve
him of the oppreflive burthen. The labours of
Hercules were likewife painted in a mafterly
manner upon the walls and roof of this temple,
and thofe labours, as I thall hereafter demon-
ftrate, being only allegorical hiftories of the
progrefiive power of the sy, toiling through
the feveral figns of the zodiac, are a proof how
much the Greeks alfo, as well asthe Indians
and Egyptians, were accuftomed to decorate

their temples with aftronomical {ymbols,
I have been thus prolix in my account of
the internal decorations of this grand tem-
L3 ple,
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ple, for the purpofe of proving in what par-
ticular line of excellence the Grecians fhone
fuperior to thofe nations; and that, if they
did not always rival them in the grandeur of
their defigns, they never failed to exceed them
in the elegance of execution. The two in-
ftances laft cited, however, bear fufficient
tefiimony that the Greeks upon fome occafions
could plan as magnificently as they could fimifk
with tafte and fpirit; and the union of thefe
18 the perfection of the f{cience.

Of the temple of Apollo, at Delphi, of
which no particular defeription has reached
pofterity, it is fufficient for my purpofe to
remark that it was originally nothing but
a cavern, from which, certain bland exhala-
tions rifing, were fuppofed to infpire thofe
who approached it with a certain vivacity of
fpirits or enthufiaftic ardour. This circum-
ftance, in time, procured it the reputation of
fomething divine ; the inhabitants of all the
neighbouring countries flocked thither to
witnefs, or experience, the pretended miracle ;
and an oracular chapel was erected on the
fpot, which, according to Paufanias, in Pho-
cicis, at firft confifted of a hut formed of
laurel-boughs, but which, in time, gave place
fo a temple the moft famed for its riches

and
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and offerings, though not for magnitude,
of any in Greece, or, indeed, the world. It
was remarkable for the extenfive and noble
ve with which it was furrounded, as indeed
were moft of the Grecian temples ; and the
practice doubtlefs originated in impreflions
left on the mind, or traditions handed down,
from age to age, of thofe firfi confecrated
forefts, under which the awful rites of reli-
gion were celebrated in the earlieft ages.
Thofe facred plantations, moreover, of which
many were of vaft circumference and depth,
and through whofe high embowering fhades
the temple of the deity was approached,
added greatly to the folemnity of the place.
They were confidered as inviolably facred,
and ferved not only as a firm barrier againft
the intrufion of the profane upon the myf-
terious rites of religion, but afforded a fecure
afylum either for unfortunate: delinquents,
purfued thither by the harpies of inflexible
juftice, or for fugitive innocence groaning
under the ‘iron bondage of oppreflion. Too
often, however, in after-ages, it muft fiill be
owned, thefe holy retreats were polluted by
the bafeft impurities; and extended an im-
pious fhelter to the moft hardened and facri-

legious villains.
L 4 Returning
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Returning now to the Thebals, let the rea-
der confider the innumerable columns ranging
through its temples, many of which of fupe-
rior magnitude were, like thofe of India,
uncovered at the top: let him examine the
form, pofition, and iylvan ornaments that des
corate thofe columns, the azure fky and gilded
ftars glittering on the roof; and he will find
my aflertion, relative to the {imilitude which
they univerfally bore to the hallowed palm-
groves of the firft ages, and of which there at
this day remains {uch abundance in Egypt;
(groves in which adoration was peid by day
to the folar orb, and by night to the moon
walking in bnghtnefs, and all the hoft of
heaven attendant in her train,) to be fully and
extenfively proved. The gradations are now
apparent, by which that wonderful change,
from a {imple grove to a fuperb fane, was
completed ; and I fhould here conclude this
part of the fubject which I undertook to difs
cufs did not the great saNtan-TrEE Of India,
the nobleft natural temple of the world, and
the ftupendous mafles of ftone that formed the
rude temples which fucceeded to the groves of
the ancient Druids, offer to a writer on Indian
Antiquities matter of deep inveftigation, and
Jead to confequences of the utmoft hiftorical

importance,
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importance. Thefe venerable Druids, who at
firft tenanted the vait groves of Seythian Tars
tary, and {pread themielves and the Indian
tenets over the greatefi part of Lurope, 1 can
confider in no other light than as a race of
Northern Brahmins, or at lealt as deeply

- tinctured with the doétrines of Drahma, a

tribe of philofophers whom they {o much
refembled in their temperate habits, their
rigid difcipline, and myfterious rites. This
afiertion will, doubtlefs, appear to moft of my
readers equally hazardous as it is novel, and
like a determination to fupport at any ratea
favourite hypothefis ; but, till the full evidence
thall be laid before them, it is hoped candour
will fufpend its decifion and fmntj'wnhhdd
its cenfures.

Of the tree, known to Europeans by the
name of paN1ax, and denominated in Sans
fereet writings VATTA, oF BATTA, the follow-
ing defeription, which is authentic and well
drawn up, and which attended the large plate
of this tree, which 1 purchafed for the fake
of prefenting my fubferibers with an accurate
reprefentation of it hereafter, when 1 come to
defcribe the penances of her gymnofophifts,
will enable them to form a judgement of its
form, magnitude, and the purpofes to which

% it
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it has been applicd in India from the remoteft
periods of time. It is thus deferibed by Lin-
nzus; Frous INDIcA LANCEOLATIS INTE-
GERRIMIS PETIOLATIS PEDUNCULIS AG-
GREGATIS RAMIS RaDIcANTIBUS. “The
Banian, or Indian Fig-tree, fays the writer of
the printed paper alluded to, is, perhaps, the
moft beautiful and furprifing production of
nature in the vegetable kingdom. Some of
thefe trees are of an amazing fize, and, as
they are always increafing, they may in fome
meafure be faid to be exempt from decay,
Every branch proceeding from the trunk
throws out its own roots, firft in fmall fibres,
at the diftance of feveral yards from the
ground. Thefe, continually becoming thicker
when they approach the earth, take root;
and fhoot out new branches, which in time
bend downwards, take root in the like man-
ner, and produce other branches, which con-
tinue in this ftate of progrefiion as long as
they find foil to nourifh them.

“ The Hindoos are remarkably fond of this
tree; for, they look upon it as an emblem of
the Deity, on account of its out-firetching
arms and its hadowy beneficence.  They al-
moft pay it divine honours, and ¢ find a
FANE in every GROVE.

13 Nea_r
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« Nearthefe trees the moft celebrated pago-
das are generally ereéted: the Brahmins fpend
their lives in religious folitude under their
friendly fhade; and the natives of all cafts and
tribes are fond of retreating into the cool re-
ceffes and natural bowers of this umbrageous
canopy, which is impervious to the fiercelt
beams of the tropical fun.

% The particular tree here defcribed grows
on an ifland in the river Nerbedda, ten miles
from the city of Baroach, in the province of
Guzzurat, a flourifhing fettlement lately in
pofieflion of the Faft-India Company, but
ceded by the government of Bengal, at the
treatyof peace, concluded with the Maheattas,
in 1783, to Mahdajee, a Mahratta chief.

« This tree, called in India Cubeer Burr, in
honour of a famous faint, was much la
than it is at prefent; for, high floods have at
different times carried away the banks of the
ifland where it grows, and along with them
fuch parts of the tree as had extended their
roots thus far; yet what ftill remains is about
two thoufand feet in circumference, meafu-
ring round the principal fiems ; but the
hanging branches, the roots of which have
not reached the ground, cover a much larger
extent. The chief trunks of this fingle tree

amount
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amount to three hundred and fifty, all fupe-
rior in fize to the generality of our Englifh
oaks and elms; the fmaller ftems, forming
mnto fironger fupporters, are more than three
thoufand : and, from each of thefe new brans
ches, hanging roots are proceeding, which in
time will form trunks, and become parents to
a future progeny.

“ Cubeer Burr is famed throughout Hindof-
tan for its prodigious extent, antiquity, and
great beauty. The Indian armies often en-
camp around it; and, at certain feafons, fo-
lemn Jattra’s, or Hindoo feftivals, are held
here, to which thoufands of votaries repair
from various parts of the Mogul empire. Se-
ven thoufand perfons, it is, faid, may eafily
repofe under its fhade. There is a tradition
among the matives, that this tree is thred
thoufand years old; and there is great reafon
to believe it, and that it is this amazing tree
which Arrian deferibes, when fpeaking of the
gymnofophifts, in his book of Indian affairs,
* Thefe people,” fays he, *live naked. In
winter, they enjoy the benefit of the fun’s rays
in the open air; and, in fummer, when the
heat becomes exceflive, they pals their time
in moaift and marthy places under large trees;
which, according to Nearchus, covera eirs

cumierence
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cumference of five acres, aud extend their
branches fo far that ten thoufand men may
eafily find fhelter under them.

« Englifh gentlemcn, when on hunting and
fhooting parties, are accuftomed to form ex-
tenfive encampments, and to {pend feveral
weeks under this delightful pavilion of foliage,
which is generally filled with green wood-pige-
ons, doves, peacocks, bulbulls, and a variety
of feathered fongfiers; together with monkeys
amufing with their droll tricks, and bats of -
a large fize, fome of which meafure more than
fix feet from the extremity of one wing to the
other. 'This tree not only affords fhelter but
fuftenance to all its inhabitants; being loaded
with fmall figs of a rich fearlet colour, on
which they regale with much delight.

« Milton defcribes this tree in the following
words, in the Ninth Book of his Paradife

Loft.—

So counfell'd he, and both togsther went
Tnto the thickelt woud ; there foon they choft
The fg-tree; nat that kind for frit renown’d,
But fuch as at this day, to Indians known,

Tn Malsbar and Deccan fpreads her arma,
Branching fo bread and Jung, that in the ground
The bending twigs take root, and daughters grow
About the mother-tree, a pillar'd fhade

High over-arch’d, and echoing walks between:
There oft the Indian herdfman, fhunning heat
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Shelters i cool, and tends his pafturing herde
. At loap-holes cat through thickelt fade.”

The whole of this relation, of the authen-
ticity of which I am affured from the high au-
thority of Mr. Forbes, who painted the ori-
ginal picture from which the engraving was
copied, is fo direct a proof of the preceding
obfervations, that I fhall add no comment
upon it, but.immediately proceed to confider
the imitative oak-groves and rude ftone tem-
ples of their Indo-Scythian neighbours, pre-
paratory to a dilquifition, in fome future
page of the Indian Antiquities, upon the
Indo-Druid remains exifiing in the Britifh
ifles.

Upon the commencement of this theologi-
cal differtation, I had occafion to remark,
from Keyfler, that the ancient Scythians per-
formed their fanguinary facrifices *under
groves of oak of aftonifhing extent and of the
profoundeft gloom,”* and I curforily traced
the veftige of thofe barbarous rites in Gaul
and Britain. I alfo inftanced from Herodo-
tus their peculiar mode of facrificing to the
rufty feimitar, the fymbol of Mars, the vic-
tims taken in war; and I adduced more than

* Vol ii. p. 36.
one
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one inftance of fimilitude which the national
manners of Scythia bore to thofe of the war-
tribe of India. Without crediting all the ex-
travagant affertions of Bailly and De Guignes;
concerning the unfathomable antiquity of the
primitive prototypal race of Scythia, at that
remote imaginary period, when the line of the
equator paffed through the middle of the vafi de-
Jerts of Tartary, and made the frozen foil of Si-
beria fruitful, we may fafely allow that nor-
thern and martial progeny, by reiterated in-
vafion and conqueits, to have influenced in
fome degree the habits and cuftoms of neigh-
bouring nations, and to have been reciprocally
affeéted by thofe of the people with whom
they thus accidentally communicated. This
is all for which I haveever contended ; nor
fhall I now attempt to afcertain in which re-.
gion the very peculiar veneration which either
nation entertained for facred forefts of im-
menfe extent originated; it is fufficient for
niy purpofe that this very firiking point of
affinity anciently exifted between the Tarta-
rian and Brahmin magi. The relentlefs Diana
of the Tauric grove was probably no other
than the fterm Nareda, or Cali, of the In-
dians. Their charaéters are confentancous,
and their rites accord in dreadful unifon.

With
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With the Scythians, a tall and flately tree,
with wide-fpreading arms, was the majefiic
emblem of God; and, though Herodotus
aflerts that they had temples and images,
his affertion is not confirmed by any other
hiftorian of antiquity. In faét, their tem-
ples confifted only of vaft heaps of coloffal
fiones, rudely, if at all, carved ; and in the
moft unweildy flone, as well as in the moft
lofty tree, they, Iike the Indians, contempla-
ted the image of that Deity, of whom, as I
before obferved,® their perverted imagina-
tions conceived the majefty and attributes to

be beft reprefented by gigantic feulptures

and mafly fymbels.”

On the adoration of ftones, whether fingle,
as that which Jacob anointed and fet up for
his pillar, calling the place Brru-g1, that is
literally the houfe of God; whether: two-fold,
like thofe which were fo combined as emble-
matically to reprefent the active and paflive
powers of nature in the generation of all
things; whether ternary, as thofe which were
intended to fhadow out the three-fold power
of the Deity to create, to preferve, and to de=
firoy (a doctrine, however, of undoubted In-
dian original); whether obelifcal, as thofe

® gz vol. L p. 57,

which
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which fymbolized the folar light; whether
pyramidal, as thofe which exprefiively typified
the column of afcending flame; or whether,
finally, like the cairns of the Druids, ar-
ranged in vaft circular heaps, called by the
ancients MercvriaL: on all thefe various
kinds of adoration, paid, by the infatuated
fuperftition of paft ages, to the unconfcious
block of rude granite, M. d’Ancarville, cited
by me in the page juft referred to, has pre-
fented the learned world with a moft elaborate
differtation, and he exprefsly denominates this
ipecies of worfhip Scyrurcism.®

Thefe grotefque and ponderous fiones were
placed in the centre of their moft hallowed
groves, and, fince Herodotus farther informs
us- that the goddefs Vefta was one of their
principal deities, upon the defeription of
whofe rites and temples we fhall immediately
enter, it is moft probable that they adopted
the cuftom of other Afiatic mythologifts, und
placed them as, in conformity to the fame
worfhip, they were placed in the Druid-tem-
ple of Stonehenge, in a circular manner.
dike thofe of the Perfians at Perfepolis, they

* D'Ancarville's Prefice to Récherches far I'Origine des Arts,
&c. p. g and 10.
+ Herodoti, Iib. iv. p. 137.

¥OL. I11. M Wwere
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were open at the top; for, like them, the

. Scythians efteemed it impious to confine the

Deity who pervades all nature, and whofe
temple is earth and fkies, within the narrow
limuts of a covered fhrine, ereted by mortal
hands. Befide thefe temples, around which -
thick plantations of facred trees were con-
ftantly cherithed, there were others in the an-
cient world of a moft ftupendous magnitude,
and fome in the form of ferpents, whofe enor-
mous folds extended over a wide tract of land,
and thence called DraconTia. From the
body of the ferpent fometimes rofe expanding
wings, when they were called ATATE; and
that body was frequently paffed through an
immenfe orb, or circle, which then exhibited
that complete Oriental fymbol of Deity,
concerning which fo much will occur in the
future pages of this volume, the CIRCLE,
serpeNT, and wincs. Of this kind of
alate dracontine temple, the magnificent -
work of Abury in Wiltfhire, with fo much
laborious accuracy traced out, and with fo -
much learning defcanted on, by the late
Dr. Stukely, remained till lately a memos
rable inftance. That ftruéture and Stone-
henge have fuch an immediate relation to my
fubject, and will fo highly illuftrate it, that,

3 : after



[ 179 ]

after hurrying to the conelufion of thefe firige
tures on Oriental Architeéture, and this long

] between the Indian dnd Egyptian
temples, I fhall devote a feparate chapter to
the examination of a fubjeét at once fo curious
and fo interefting to every Briton.

1 prefaced this Diflertation, on the mofi
ancient {pecies of Oriental Architecture, by
obferving that confecrated groves and caverns,
forming the firft natural temples of the world,
the earlieft artificial temples erected by the
{kill of man, weré fo fabricated as to bear a
firiking refemblance to thofe groves and thofe
caverns, Of the ancieiit grove-temple I have
now fully confidered the general external
form, the particular internal arrangement,
and the fafhion of the decorative columns. It
remains that we confider that peculiar {pecies
of edifice which refembled the ancient cavern-
temple, both in point of fabrication and the
rites celebrated in them. This, in part, hath
been already done; and the truth of the ge-
neral affertion, that fome of the ancient tem-
ples were built cavern-fafhion, has been ats
tempted to be proved ia the inftance of the
more ancient pagodas of India. The rule,
in my opinion, will equally apply to the
pyramids of Egypt, though poflibly intended

M 2 Ri
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as fepulchral temples; for, can any thing,
in fa¢t, more nearly refemble caverns than
thofe amazing mafles of ftone, with their fe-
cret fequeftered chambers, and the dark and
winding avenues through which they are ap-
proached ?

Nothing furely could be more proper for a
fepulchral temple than the recefs of a fecret
and gloomy cavern, in the bofom of that earth
to which the mouldering body is configned ;
and the pyramids, therefore, may be adduced
as additional evidence of that aflfertion. But
the particular cavern, to which I wifh to re-
call the reader’s attention, 13 the cavern of
Mithra. This cavern, in which the facred
fire was kept inceffantly burning, and which
we .have feen was {ymbolical of the world,
fabricated by Mithra, was circular. Hence
the rire-reMpLE, prefented to the reader in
the preceding volume; is circular alfo ; and of
this circular form, in fucceeding periods, were
all the temples ereéted in Greece to Vefta, who
was nothing more than the igneous element
perfonified ; while her globular teinple repre-
fented the orb of the earth, cherifhed and
made prolific by the central fire. Her Greek
name of Esia; which fignifies fire, or rather the
blazing hearth, and whence the Latins formed
R v ey, S : the
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the word Vefta, is pointedly defcriptive of her
mythologic character, and the profound myf-
terious rites with which fhe was adored in
every region of the ancient world.

Of this fpecics of circular edifice, erected
in honour of Velta, there were many magni-
ficent examples in antiquity, and one in par-
ticular which attracts more than ufual notice,
from its clegant conftruction and perfect pre-
forvation, is this day to be feen at Rome, in
the beautiful round church of Saint Stephen,
upon the banks of the Tiber, which is gencrall1y
fuppofed by antiquaries to be the old temple
of Vefta, afferted to have been fituated in this
quarter of the city, 'This temple was built
by Numa; and Plutarch, in his account of it,
in a very particular maunncr corroborates all
that I have juft obferved. His words are;
« Numa built a temple of an orbicular form
for the prefervation of the facred fire ; intend-
ing, by the fafhion of the edifice, to {hadow
out, not’ fo much the earth, or Vefta, con-
fidered in that character, as the wmHoLE
UNTVERSE; in the centre of which the Pytha-
goreans placed rigg, which they called
Vesta and uvxiTy,”® '

* Plutarch de Tfide et Ofiride, p. 62,

M 3 Upon
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Upon this account it was that the ancients
fo frequently reprefented the world by the
apt {ymbol of an egg: and the reader will
find that idea moft remarkably exemplified
and illufirated in the temple of the ferpent
Cxvpnrs, which Mr. Gough has already in-
formed us was an oval building, refembling, in
form, many of the Indian temples, and to
which, in our progrefs up the Nile, we fhall
prefently arrive.

In the courfe of this extenfive review of the
origin and progrefs of Architeture in Afia, I
have obferved that convenience firft, and fu-
perfiition afterwards, gave the earlief} edifices
of the world a pyramidal form. Of thefe, the
pyramids of Egypt, and the pyramidal tem-
ples of India, have been referred to as ftriking
and memorable proofs. A more extenfive
acquaintance with phyfics, added to the
fpeculations of aftronomy, was the occafion
of their afterwards affuming the quadrangular
fhape, allufive to-the four cardinal points
and the four elements of nature. It only
remained for the piety of theologians and the
fancy of philofophers to unite in the inven-
tion of a form of building like that rccently
defcribed, and upon fuch - -a_comprehenfive
ﬁq.lc as mxaht feem to render it an epitome of

the
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the univerfe itfelf, in which all the pheno-
mena of nature fhould be exhibited at one
glance to the aftonifhed fpectator : and all the
deities adored in that univerfe, fuperior or
fubordinate, receive at once his profound
adoration. Among fupernal temples, it was
to be exadtly fimilar to what the cave of
Mithra, in the Median mountains, was among
fubterraneous thrines. That cave, Porphyry
acquainted us, refembled the world fabricated
by Mithra; a cave, in the lofty roof of which
the figns of the Zodiac were fculptured in
golden charaéters: while through its fpacious
dome, reprefented by orbs of different metals,
fymbolieal of their power and influences, the
suN and praners performed their ceafelefs
and undeviating revolutions. From an exten-
five and accurate examination of the {yftems
of Afiatic theology, defeending down through
various ages and by various channels to the
ancient people of Italy, I think 1 may fafely
venture to affert that the grand Paxtueox,
or Roruxspo, of Rome was a temple of this
diftinguithed kind, and I proceed to prove
the affertion, by the firong internal evidence
which that fabric exhibits, that it was neither
more nor les than a ftupendous Mithratic

temple.
Mg Mark |
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. Mark. how the dread Pantheon flands
Amidft the domes of meaner hands |
Amidft the toys of idle ftate,

How fimply, how {everely, great!

This vaft edifice, this moft auguft, moft
venerable, and moft perfe, relic of antiquity
remaining in the world, according to the
' more common opinion among antiquaries,
was built by Agrippa, fon-in-law of Auguf-
tus, in his third confulate, about twenty-five
years before Chrift. However, Dion Caffius
informs us that Agrippa only repaired the
building, and adorned and firengthened it
with that admirable portico, which, indeed,
is fcarcely lefs an objeét of wonder than the
fabric itfelf, confifiing of fixteen pillars of
Oriental granite of prodigious magnitude, yet
each compofed of only a fingle fione. Thefe
pillars are of the' Corinthian order, and are
ranged in two rows of eight columns each ;
one in the front, and the other rifing to a
great height behind them. The conjecture,
founded on the affertion of Dion Caffius,
that the date of its fabrication was confidera-
bly more ancient than the wra of Agrippa’s
confulfhip, is by far the moft probable of the
two, fince it carries us back ftill nearer to
the w®ra in which the myfteries of Mithra

were
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were firft imported into Rome by thofe of her
conquering fons, who firft carried the Roman
arms into Afia. I conceive, therefore, the Pan-
theon to be a temple ereéted to Apollo, that is,
the Mithra of the Romans, to whom I before
obferved an altar was erected in the capitol,
thus inferibed ; Deo foli invicto, Mithre; to
Mithra, the fun, the unconquered God. De-
dicated to the folar deity, and fymbolical of
the world, vivified by his ray, the Pantheon,
like all other temples, was built circular; the
- body of that immen{¢ rotundo reprefenting
the earth, and the convex dome the expanded
canopy of heaven, Pliny, indeed, {peaking
of this boaft of ancient, and ornament of
modern, Rome, exprefily affirms this eircum-
ftance concerning its {pacious dome; quod
forma ejus convexa faftigiatam coerr simivi-
runiNen oftenderet. To admit the roux-
TAIN o¥ vicur, to whofe honour it was
erected, in the centre of its vaulted cupola, a
cavity, twenty-ninc feet in diameter, was
pierced, by which, alone, the whole edifice
was illuminated ; and, when the fun was ex-
alted to its higheft fouthern meridian, thofe
beams defeended into the body of it in a
copious and dazzlmg flood of glory. The
portal is placed full porth, according to the

regulations
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‘regulations that prevailed in the ancient Mi-
thratic caverns ; but fuch a portal, the moft
ftupendous of thofe temples never enjoyed;
for, its dimenfions are forty feet in height and
twenty-five in breadth. Through this door
the admiring populace entered, and beheld,
exadtly oppofite to it, that is, in the fouth, a
colofial image of Apollo himfelf, (the {ymbol
of the meridian fun,) and, on either fide of
him, recefles for the fix great tutelary gods,
that is, the planets, known by the refpective
fymhols that adorned theirimages; the Moon,
Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn,
Between each of thefe grand recefles, intended
for the planetary gods, and likewife over thofe
recefles, were fmallerfacella, that is, {fhrines, or
tabernacles, twenty-four in number, in which
were placed the images of thofe twenty-four
ftars, which the ancients, as we fhall fee here-
after in my inveftigation of the Perfian triad
of Deity and the mediatorial character of Mi-
thra, confidered in the capacity of Mediators,
counfellors, and judges, in all terrefirial
concerns ; twelve of which they affigned to
the living, and twelve to the dead. Such
is the account of this ftupendous fabric
as given by the claflics; from which I have
been led to conclude that it was a folar tem-

Plt_',
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ple, ereéted when that worfhip was more ge-
neral in Ttaly, however afterwards altered,
adomed, and re-dedicated, by the magnificent
Agrippa, whofe name is fenlptured in large
characters in the front of his own majeftic
portico.  For the fake of thofe of my readers
who may have lefs ealy accefs to the engraved
monuments of antiquity, I have had the fi-
neft print of it extant copied into this vo-
Jume, and the firft view of it will, I am con-
vinced, go far to imprefs upon their minds
the truth of my obfervations. The whole ex-
ternal part of the dome of this building was
covered with plates of gilt brafs, which were
carried away by the Emperor Conftantine the
Third. It was adorned alfo with great beams
of brafs, which Pope Urban the Eighth had
taken down and melted, to form the canopy
of wreathed columns of that metal over the
high altar in St. Peter's church and the vaft
pieces of artillery in the caftle of St. Angelo.
At prefent it is ufed as a Chriftian church,
and, as it was confecrated to all the pagan
gods, fo now it is facred to all the faints in
the Roman calendar, faints full as numerous
as thofe gods, and doubtlefs adored with
pt!uul fervour,

The
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The infide of that dome, beautifully parti-
tioned out in quadratures, was overlaid with
plates of filver finely wrought, of which it
has long fince been deprived by the avarice of
the fucceflive plunderers of that celebrated
eity, once the miftrefs of the world. A gen-
tleman of great knowledge in antiquities, who
has lately amived from examining, on the
fpot, this immenfe ftructure, acquaints me,
that, of the fixteen lofty pillars, of which
originally the portico confifted, only thirteen
at prefent remain; that the edifice. itfelf,
which was anciently afcended by feven fteps
that ranged quite round the whole pile, is

‘now, from the furface of the ground having
~ been élevated, defcended into by twelve ﬂeps,

and that, from this particular circumftance,
as well as from its originally being formed
without ﬂndaws. and its receiving hght only
at the opening of the rpof, it, at this mo-

, ment, exhibits the exaét reprefentation of a

vaft round cavern, filling the mind of the af-
tonifhed ‘beholder with mingled impreflions

:of holy awe and gloomy apprehenfion.

- 'This fpeel:men of building, therefore, is
exaﬁly in the ftyle of the Hypmruron of
the ancients; and derived its origin from the
' pyreeia, or fire-temples, of Perfia, the dome of

which
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which Zoroafter covered over to prevent the
facred fire from being extinguithed. ~ Of this
ornamental improvement, the ancient Perfian
pyratheion, engraved in my former volume,
is an inftance direétly in point, and 1 am
firmly of opinion that the very fame fuperfti-
tion gave its orbicular form to the buildings
of thofe nations, which in after ages, either
by conqueft or commerce, had conmedctions
with Perfia. Nearly all the Indian temples,
whether fabricated in the form of a crofs, -as
that of Mathura and Benares, or in any other
fafhion, except that of the p}'mmid. have
high domes in the centre, and, if not exter-
nally terminating in a dome, the adytum, or
 fanétuary, fails not to have its roof thus
formed. I do not, however, infift, that the
Indians took this model from the Perfians,
fince we have {een, that, in their own moft an-
cient and majeftic cavern-pagoda of Salfette,
over the ftupendous altar, where the facred fire
was for ever cherifhed, twenty-feven feet n
height and twenty in diameter, there expands
a noble coNeavE DOME, of propertionate di-
menfions; and it is more than probable, that
the exploring eye of Zoroafier, in his vifit to
India, had fearched out and examined this
wonderful excavation, as well as that of Ele-

phanta
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phanta adjoining. I, however, the

whofe laws, fanétioned by tremendous threat.
enings, prohibit, and whofe pride has ever
difdained, the borrowing from other na.
tions their facred rites and civil cuftoms, or
imitating their prevailing manners, have not
condefcended to copy the Perfians, there is
one mighty nation, whofe auguft temples
are {pread over half the continent of Afia,
that undoubtedly has, in the fabrication of
thofe temples, imitated the Zoroafirign model
of building. It muft be evident to the Oriens
tal {cholar that I allude to the Arabians, who,
in the feventh century, under the Caliph
Omar, or rather Valid, his general, poured
their victorious legions into Perfia; and, by
the fubjugation and death of Kuosro Yxzs
DEGIRD, the laft monarch of the Saffanian dy-
nafty,* became fovereigns of that vaft empire.
Even at this day, Sir John Chardin ins
forms us, mot only the temples, but * the

* See Al Makin's Hiftoria Saracenica, p. 42. edit: quarto, Lugd.
Bat.1625. The above is the edition of this celebrated Argbjan hifs
tarian, publithed by Erpenius, which will be conftantly referred to
hereafter, and forms one grand fource of the future hiftory. The
. reader will obferve, that Khofro was an ancient imperial itle, affumed
by the Perfiah Shahs, refembling that of Prolemy in Egypt and Cefar
in Rome. The true Oriental name of the great Cyrus of our claffics
is Car Knosru,

_ private
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private houfes, of Perfia, are always vaulted;
and that, from long ufe, they are unable to
build them otherwife. There is, he adds, no
country in the world where they make domes
both fo high and fo ftately. Their {kill in
ereCting them is evident from this circum-
ftance, that they ufe no {caffolds to make the
arches and domes of {maller proportion _as
they do in Europe.”™ ; ,

On this fubject of the arch and the dome
jmmemorially exifting in the architecture of
India, I muft once more, for a fhort interval,
dire the eye of the reader to Egypt, for the
- purpofe of noticing a very curious fact. I
have before obferved, that the fublime concep-
tions of Deity, entertained by the old Egyp-
tians, and the fuperftitious belief that, while
the body could be preferved entire, the foul
continued hovering around its ancient com-
rade, united to give the ftamp of fuch ftupen-
dous grandear to the fhrines of Deity, and, to
their monumental edifices, the air, and almoft
the means, of eternal durability. Nothing fo
perithable as wood or mortar, from all ap-

rance, wasever ufed in the conftruction of
thofe immente fabrics. Aftonithing blocks of
marble or granite, elevated to the loftieft

¢ Chardin’s Travels, vol il p«279¢

heights
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heights and at the remotefi difiances from the
original quarry, compofe the mafly walls and
cover the ponderous roofs. Where towering
magnificence and indeftructible folidity were
the principal aim, the rules of very exaét pro-
portion, the charms of impreffive elegance,
could not well be expected ; and perhaps the
Egyptians have been too feverely ftigmatized,
by Goguet and others, for not poffefling excel-
lencies of which the national prejudices and
their accuftomed ftyle of building forbade the
full difplay. Though this argument may be
urged as an apology for the defeé of fymme-
try, too vifible in their buildings, yet no argu-
ments can explain away the very fingular phie-
pomenon, which the writer Jaft mentioned has
pointed out and demonfirated, that a nation,
perpetually engaged in architectural efforts of
the moft various and elaborate kinds, thould
be totally ignorant of the method of turning
an arch or forming the majeftic dpme, *We
find not the leaft indication of an arch,” fays
that writer, “in all the remains of their an-
cient buildings. We do not even find that
they knew the art of cutting archwile the
blocks of {tone which form the heads of their

doors. They are all uniformly terminated by
il
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a lintel abfolutely firait and even. It is the
fame thing with their roofs, which are uni-
formly flat.”* In proof of this aflertion, the
prefident has engraved, in his learned pro-
duction, the fuperb temples of Cnuphis and
Dendera as well as the various portals and
columns of Thebes, in which it muft be
owned that nothing can have a more con-
temptible appearance than the narrow, con-
tracted, flat, and low, entrances into build-
ings at once fo lofty and fuperb. Itis very
remarkable that the fame difgufting (pecies of
flat roof and portal offends the eye at the pa-
goda of Elephanta, which circumftance, I am
of opinion, muft be admitted as a proof of its
fuperior antiquity to that-of Salfette, which
internally is arched and has a fine dome; as
the latter circumitance, I prefume, may of
the prior proficiency. of the Indians in the
arts of fculpture to the Egyptiavs, who, we
have feen, knew not how in thofe ancient pe-
riods to give to their buildings the graceful
bend of the arch.

It was from that ancient nation of fire-
worfhippers that this hitherto barbarous race
of marauders learned to build thofe fiately

mofques,
* gex Gognet's Origin of Laws; vol. il p. 74,
VOL. 11, N
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mofques, whofe beautiful domes, rifing a-
midft the embowering verdure of lofty palms,
give to the Afiatic cities fo magnificent an ap-
pearance. Hence the gilded cupolas that
glitter at Conftantinople, the mafly rotundos
that ornament Damalfcus and Cairo, and that
noble fepulchral pile of the Mohammedan
ufurper Shire Shah at Safferam, in Bahar, of
which the admired pencil of Mr. Hodges, to
whom FEurope is indebted for a profpeét of
fo many of the ancient buildings of India,
has prefented the public with the bold eleva-
tion.

The ovar building, which reprefents the
world in the form of an egg, is of a ftill
more ancient date, even that of the oldeft -
cavern-worfhip, where the ftupendous exca-
vation was made to affume that form; and
two remarkable inftances of that kind of edi-
fice firike the Oriental eye in the ruins of the
temple of the ferpent Cnuphis, in the The-
bais, and in the immenfe, but irregular ovar
of Jaggernaut, in Oriffa. = This latter temple
Mr. Hamilton, in a former page, has deferib-
ed as exhibiting the appearance of an im-
menfe butt, fet on one end, and as illumined

" by a hundred lamps, kept contmually burn-
. _ ing,
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ing, than which nothing can convey a more
correct or impreflive idea of a lighted cavern.
Indeed, I may with propriety remark, that,
as Jaggernaut fignifies Lord of the creation, it
was perfectly confonant to Eaftern mytholo-
gy, that he fhould be worfhipped in a temple,
by the very. form of which the univerfe which
he created was {o aptly fymbolized.

To hafien towards the conclufion of this
Difquifition, if we finally turn our eye to the
{pecies of architecture whick we denominate
Gornic, whether we confider that more an-
cient kind of Gothic edifice which was intro-
duced into Europe after the fubverfion of the
power of Rome in the fifth century, an ar-

chitecture diftinguithed, like that of the
Egyptians, by mafly though rude magnifi-
cence, both in the proportions of the build-
ing itfelf, and in the fiyle of its unweildy co-
Jumns, or whether we advert to that lefs
cumbrous and more ornamented Gothic ftruc-
ture, introduced about the tenth century,
and called ARaBESC and SARACENICAL,from
the general furvey of either, however diffe-
rent in the minutie of decoration, there will
refult very evident proof, that the moft an-
cient fylvan method of erefting temples was
N 2 by:
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by no means forgotten, but rather that it
was only more correctly copied. Of the for-
mer kind few inftances, in this country, now
remain ; of the latter, many very perfect and
beautiful fpecimens, as Weltminfier-abbey,
and the cathedrals of Litchfield and Salifbury.
Upon entering cither of thofe valt edifices,
and viewing the vifta of columns ranging
through it, all terminating in regular arches
above, who is there but muft immediately be
firuck with their refemblance to a long and
regular avenue of trees, whofe branches, in-
termixing with each other over head, form a
lofty embowering arch of natural verdure?
The Gothic arches indeed are not circular,
like thofe of the Eaft; for, they univerfally
terminate in a point, formed by the interfec-
tion of two fegments of a circle: but, in
fome firictures of Warburton upon this fub-

jeét, the reafon for their adopting that mode

of finifhing them is judicioudly explained ;
for, after obferving that *this northern peo-
ple (the direct defcendants of the old Scy-
thians) having been accuftomed, during the
gloom of Paganifin, to worfhip the Deity in
groves, when their new religion required co-
vered edifices, they ingenioufly projected akt{;

m
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make them refemble groves as nearly as the
diftance of architecture would permit;™—this
great genius proceeds to obferve, in regard to
the form of the Gothic arches, *“could thofe
arches be otherwife than pointed, when the
workmen were to imitate that curve, which
branches of two oppofite trees make by their
infertion with one another? Or could the co-
lumns be otherwife than fplit into diftinét
fhafts, when they were to reprefent the fiems
of a clump of trees growing clofe together ?
On the fame principles they formed the
fpreading ramification of the ftone-work in
the windows of the Gothic cathedral, and the
ftained glafs in the interftices; the one to re-
prefent the branches, and the other the leaves,
of an opening grove, while both together
concurred to preferve that gloomy light which
infpires religious reverence and dread.”™  A-
mong the other diftinguifhed features in the
characer of Gothic architecture, it falls more
immediately within my province to notice
once more thofe lofty fpires and pinnacles,
which, like the minarets of the Turkith
. mofques, fo univerfally decorate them, and
which

» Sece a note of Bithop Warburton upon Pope's Epiftles,

N3
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which T cannot but confider as relics of the
ancient predominant folar fuperftition.

From the preceding firictures, it is evident
how powertul an influence the philofophy
and phyfical {peculations of the ancients had
upon their modes of confiructing facred
buildings. This muft be equally apparent to
the reader into whatever country he darts his
retrofpeétive glance; whether he furveys the
pyramids of Deogur and Tanjore, or the
more lofty and fpacious ones of Egypt; whe-
ther he ranges among the dark verandas of
Elephanta, whofe winding aifles, cluftering
columns, and fecluded chapels, bring to his
memory the myfterious rites of initiation, or
wanders by moon-light through the umbra-
geous recefles of holy groves, devoted to the
fame gloomy fuperftition ; whether the arched
vaults of Salfette refound with hymns to Sur-
ya, or the praifes of Mithra, entering the
vernal figus, fhake the fplendid Median cavern,
where his fculptured image flamed aloft, and
the orbs of heaven revolved in an artificial
planifphere ; whether the ftupendous oval of
Jaggernaut attract his attention ; the vaft qua-
drangles of Seringham; the lofty diverging
crofles of Benares and Mathura; the domes

of
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of the Zoroafirian fire-temples; or, finally,
‘the grand Pantheon of Rome, the fabrication
of aftronomy and mythology combined: on
every review, and from every region, accumu-
lated proofs arife how much more extenfively
~ than is generally imagined the defigns of the
ancients in architecture were affeéted by their
{peculations in aftronomy and their wild
mythological reveries.

ExD or THE DisserTaTION ON ORIENTAL
ARCHITECTURE.
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SECTION 1IV.

The Author returns to his Excuifion up the The~
bais, and the Examination of ils architectural
Remains.—The Pyramids of Sacarra, more
in the Indian Style of Building thap thofe of
Geza.— Ruins of Medinet-Habu, the ancient
Memnonium;—of Effnay, the old Latopolis;
—of Komombu, the ancient Ombos ;—of Af-
fouan, the ancient Syene, with its celebrated
folftitial IWell i—aof the Temple of the Serpent
Cnuphis, or Cneph, at Elephantina ;—and of
that of Ifis at Phile;—with afironomical and
mythological Obfervations upon the ancient
myfiic Rites celebrated in them, and a Com-
parifon of them with thofe anciently perform-
ed in the facred Caverns of India. '

RE-commence my obfervations on the
buildings that border on the Nile by la-
menting that the pyramids of Sacarra Were
not carlier noticed by me. There are three
that



[ 201 ]

that principally attraét attention, and two of
them are of a form widely different from
_thofe of Geza. The firft is built in four re-
gular {tories, growing lefs in proportion as
they rife higher; and, as the whole is caled,
according to Pococke, with hewn fione,® its
original covering, and yet is formed with
fteps for afeending the fummit, the fame ar-
gument, though that argument is by no
means proved, will not hold aganft its be-
ing ufed as an obfervatory, as has been ap-
plied to the areateft pyramid of Geza, viz.
that it was onee cafed over with a {fmooth
{heet of polifhed marble, which rendered fuch
afcent to its apex fearcely poffible. The fe-
cond, it s very remarkable, is formed pre-
cifely after the fafhion of the ancient Deogur
pyramid, engraved by Mr. Hadges's obliging
rmiflion, in this work, of which, the reader
may obferve, that the body bulges out to-
wards the centre. The third of thefe pyramids
refembles thofe of Gez, and is of a magni-
tude not inferior. The fecond pyramid here
deferibed Mr. Norden notices as far the moft
ancient in appearance of any of the great
Pyra.mids of Egypt, and he declares he fhould
without

* Pecocke, vol. 1. p. 52
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without hefitation pronounce it to be fo.#
This is a circumftance highly deferving the
confideration of both the Egyptian and Indian
antiquary. = A comparifon of the Deogur
pyramid with thofe of Sacarra, engraved in
Norden’s 611t plate, (for that in Pococke is
lefs accurate,) will convince the reader of the
exact uniformity, above aflerted to exift, in
the ftyle of the architecture of thefe two moft
ancient nations.

The moft important ruin in the neighbour-
hood of Thebes is Medinet-Habu, which Po-
cocke confiders as the remains of the old
Memnonium; but our Egyptian travellers
deferibe that temple as only a vaft mafs of
mouldering veftibules, columns, and coloffal
{tatues, extending over near half a league of
ground, all entirely fubverted, except one
moft magnificent portal, engraved in Nor-
den’s ggth plate, which the Arabs have made
the gate of their city, a portal which indeed
is truly ftupendous, and demonfirates what
the ftru¢ture, when complete, muft ancient-
ly have been. The next majefiic and more
perfect edifice is the fuperb temple of Efi-

nay, the old Latopolis, of which the rea-
der

# Norden’s Travels in Egypt and Nubia, vol. ii. p. 14,
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der is here prefented with a correct engrav-
ing from the laft-mentioned writer; and
the following account of it is principally
taken from his own defcription. The temple
of Effnay is an oblong fquare, and is en-
clofed on three fides with walls of great
thicknefs. The front is open, and prefents
to view fix large fluted - columns, having ca-
pitals decorated with palm-leaves. ighteen
other columns, equally large and beautiful,
ranging in regular order behind thofe in front,
fupport a roof compofed of immenfe flabs
of fculptured marble. A channelled border
runs all round the top of the edifice; the
whole ftructure is in the higheft {tate of pre-
fervation, and is covered, both on the infide
and outfide, with innumerable hieroglyphics
“that feem to be of the moft ancient kind.
M. Savary, in 1779, vifited this auguft tem-
ple, and found it full of the accumulated
dung and filth of the cattle which the Arabs
fodder in it; for, thofe barbarians, he adds,
do not bluth to make cow-ftalls of the fineft

monuments of ancient Egypt.*
On the fame plate I have caufed to be en-
graved the ruins of Komomsu, the ancient
' Oxzos.

# Letters on Egypt, vol, ii. p. 67
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Owxsos. Half buried behind a mountain of
fand on one hand, fays Mr, Norden, and ob-
fcured by many miferable cottages on the
other; yet all this does not prevent the curious
traveller from being able to contemplate with
wonder and delight thefe beautiful ruins.
The building refts upon twenty-three columns,
well wrought and adorned with hieroglyphics.
The ftones that ferve to cover the top are of
a prodigious fize; and we clearly perceive,
that the architrave, which at prefent is fplit
in two, anciently confifted of a fingle fione.
The columns have more than twenty-four
feet in circumference, and are greater than
thofe of Medinet Habu.* It is to be lament-
ed, he adds, that this edifice cannot fubfift
long, fince two fides of it alone are difcernible,
and that barely; the upper part is covered
with earth; and the columns, as well as the
building, are three parts under-ground.—
Dr. Pococke, on this ruin, obferves, that the
capitals of the columns are in the beft
Egyptian tafte, adorned with leaves; and
there feemed to him to have been anciently
before the temple fuch a grand gate as that
before deferibed at Thebes, of which he is of
: opinion

* % Norden's Travels in Egypt and Nubia, vol. ii, p- 95
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opinion the detached building on the South=
~ Weft (likewife engraved on the plate here pre-
{fented to the reader) formed a part.

After all that has been obferved, relative
to the high proficiency in aftronomy of the
Egyptians and other Oriental nations, it would
be exceedingly improper to pafs by SYENE,
the prefent Affouan, fituated, {fays Pococke,
exaétly under the tropic of Cancer; and the
celebrated soLsTITIAL WELL of its ancient
obfervatory, the ruins of which are defcribed,
and a plan of them given, in that writer.*®
The obfervatory is an ancient edifice with
apertures at the top, to letin the folar light,
and windows fronting the Eaft. The well .
beneath, for aftronomical obfervations, Strabo
informs us, was funk to mark precifely the
period of the fummer folftice, on that day,
when the fiile of the fun-dial, at noon, cafts
no fhadow : on that day, when the beam of
the vertical fun, darting direétly to the bottom
of the well, the entire image of its orb was
reflected from the illumined furface of the
tranfparent water.§ -

We

® See Pococke’s Egypt, vol.i. p.117, and plate 48,

4 Strabo, libs xvii. p. 817.
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We now approach the famous cataracls of
the Nile, and, confequently, the end of our
fpeculative excurfion upon this mizhty river.
The temples off Elephantina and of Philag
alove remain to be poticed ; and objeéts, the
proper inveftization of which would require
a volume, muft be difcuffed in a fow pages.—
Elephantina is an land of no great extent,
fituated near the Weliern (hore of the Nile :
it is celebrated in claffical hiftory for the
venerated fhrine of the ferpent Cnuphis, or
Cneph, which it contamed ; and, for its Nilo-
meter, a vafl flone tube, by which the degrees
of the increafe of the waters of the Nile were
mealured, and thence proclaimed throunghout
Egypt. The temple of Cnuphis is a moft
fuperb but ruined edifice, the top of which,
according to Norden, as well as one of its fides,
is now covered with drifted earth and fand.
A vaft wall feems formerly to have fecluded
from human view a temple devoted to the pro-
foundeft myfteries of the ancient religion of
Egypt; for, Pococke deferibes that wall as
built at a very fimall diftance from the body
of the temple, and thus confiruéted, he re-
marks, (a remark frequently occurring in the

courfe of his work in confequence of his having
e obferved
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obferved fimilar gloomy partitions and wind-
ing avenues adjoining to or furrounding al-
moft all the temples of Egypt,) « to cairy an
fome arts to deceive the people.”® Undoubt-
edly rites fimilar to thofe before deferibed to
have been celebrated in the gloomy aifles and
ranging recefles of the facred Indian caverns,
and, in fucceeding ages, at Fleudis, were there
performed ; the rites of inifiation, the myfieries
of ferpent-worfhip, the emblem of regeneration
and of eternity. And here we cannot refraim -
from again remarking how extenfively that,
expreflive {ymbol was adopted over all the
ancient world. It for ever occurs, in a thou-
fand modifications of its finuous body on
nearly all the fiatues of thofe caverns, and is &
favourite emblem in all the religious feftivals
of India. In the awful and tremendous rites
of Mithra, which will hereafter be at large
unfolded in the chapter of Hindoo penances
and purifications, a ferpent was thrown into
the bofom of the candidate, in token of his
having caft off the veftments of earthly im-
putity, in the fame manner as that reptile
annually changes its fkin and renews its vigour,
The Pheenicians adérmed the lofty temples of

Tyre

* Pacocke, vol. i. p. 118,
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Tyre with this emblem, which was there feen
fufpended on high, and encircling in its genial
folds the mundane egg, or fymbol of the
univerfe. The great Chinefe dragon, diftinct
with yellow feales, is the fame identical mun-
dane ferpent. The Fgyptians, we fee, exalt-
el the ferpent to the rank of Deity itfelf.
"The Northern aftronomers ot Afia fixed the
vadt form of the Lucidus Anguis on the {phere
of the heavens ; and the Indo-Seythinn Druids,
their defcendants, ftamped it on the terref-
trial {pheres, by portraying its waving folds on
twenty-four acres of the wide champaign of
Abury. What is not the leaft remarkable cir-
cumftance, in regard to this wonderful ani-
mal, is, that it makes a confpicuouns figure
among the few {ymbolical references allowed
of in the nobler fyfiem of our own theology :
for, the ferpent is at once the emblem of the.
malignantdefiroyer and thebeneficent HEALER

of the human race. .
The ferpent Cneph, the more immediate
objeét of our prefent difguilition, was, in faét,
the AcatnonaimoN of the Egyptians; the
word fignifies wiNcep, The true Oriental
primitive Bifhop Cumberland has enabled me
to give in another part of thefe volumes; and
thence



[I 209 ]

fhence a wonderful and decided proof will
arife, not only of my affertion in a former -
page,* that the Cneph of Egypt and the Na-
rayen of India, both deferibed, in their re-
fpective mythologic fyftems, as blue therial
‘beings with wings, hovering over primordial
waters, are the fame; but by it the PiNaz,
THE CRAND, oBIECT (not perhaps vifible to
every reader) of this Difquifition will be de-
monftrated, viz. the evident relation which
they both bear to the true theology, and to
that purer, that eternal, Seirir, which, at the
beginning of time, floated upon the Chaos
and made it prolific. Thofe who choofe to
cavil, and call thefe lucubrations defuitory
and tending to no ufeful purpofe, becaufe
they way mot comprehend the feope of my
argument and the extenfive plan formed in
my own mind for the unravelling of certain
grand and ftupendous truths, darkened by
Afiatic mythology, and dormant amidft the
rubbifh of pagan hiftory, may perhaps finally
be convinced of the injuftice of fufpicions fo
wafhly formed and cenfures {o inconfiderate-
ly beftowed.

The

® Eee vol i1 p. 364, and the fubfequent pages, in which that parallel
berwesn Cneph and Narayen firfl takes place, which is here continued,
and will be concluded hermafter.

voL. I11. (4]
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The term Cneph, according to a different
writer,* means the grealefl. zood, which is
the trug character of the Agathodaimon, the
good fpirit by which the world is cherifhed
and invigorated. 'They made the ferpent his
fymbol; and, in time, adored the fymbol in-
fiead of the object fymbolized. The temple
of Cneph therefore, the fupreme {pirit, be-
came in time the temple of the ferpent Cnu-
phis, a word which appears to be only a cor-
ruption of the former; or, if the reader fhould:
reject that idea, he may find its origin in the
Arabic word Canupha, which Gelius inter-~
prets covered, protecied, whence our Englifh,
word canpopy. This mufi fuffice, for the pre-.
fent, in relation to that Cneph, concering:
whom fo much hereafter will oceur, . Fufe-
bius, however, acquaints us, thatat Elephan-
tina they adored another deity in the figure of
a man, in a fitting pofture, painted blue, hay-
ing the head of a ram, with the horns of a
goat encircling a difk. The deity thus de-
fcribed is plainly of aflronemical origin, de-
noting the power of the fun in Aries. It is
however exceedingly remarkable that Po-

cocke atually found, and on his 48th plate
. . has

® Jablondki in Panth. ZEgypt, tom. 7. in voce Cneph, '
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hids engraved, an antique coloffal fatue of 2
man, fitting in the very front of this temple,
with his arms folded before him, and bearing
in each hand a very fingular kind of Ztuus, or
crofier. 'The head of this figure, like its
body, is human: its high cap reprefents a
cone, the ancient emblem of the {fun; and
formerly, perhaps, the ftatue might have
béen painted blue, and decorated with em-
blems fimilar to thofe deferibed by Fufebius.*
The myfterious gloom, apparent abouit this
temple, led Norden to think it fepulchral,
and lience he miftakes a large fquare table,
“quite plain and without any infeription,
ftanding in the centre,” which was doubtlefs
the altar on which the deity adored, -or his
ftatue, ftood, for a tomb-ftone that covered
fome urn or mummy depofited below.f A
cloifter, he informs us, runs all round the in-
fide of the building, and it is fupported
througlrits whole length by columns. Tt is'en-
tered through two grand gates, the one to the
South, the other to the North; another proof of
uniformity in the ideas of thofe who formed
the ancient caverns, to which Porphyry, cited
 before,
*® Sce Bufebii Prep. Evang. p. 116,
4+ Se2 Norden, vol. ii. p. zo1.
Q 2
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before, alludes, and thofe who built the Egyp«
tian temples.  He adds, that the wallsare co=
vered with hieroglyphies of the moft ancient
kind, are bedawbed with dirt, and blackened
with the finoke of fires, which the {hepherds
have kindled there. As it cannot, however,
be fuppofed, that, immediately under the tro-
pic of Cancer, many fires were ever necefla-
1y to warm the [hivering fhepherd, it ismore
reafonable to conclude, that thofe walls were
blackened with the {fmoke of former facrifices
and the incenfe that was keptcontinually burn-
ing. It is probable that this temple had o-
ther magnificent colonnades and portals, and
that we fee but its majeftic fragments; for,
Pococke defcribes, about the middle of the
ifland, the remains of a ftately gate of red
granite, finely adorned with hieroglyphics,
which he fuppofes to have been one of the

grand entrances of the ferpent’s temple.®
We aryive, at length, at Bl Heiff, the ancient
Phile, the boundary of our voyage ; and the
very name offers no inconfiderable matter of
refle@tion. From its ancient appellation, its
modern Arabic name, in fa¢t, does not vary
except in the mode of writing it; for, El
Heiff,

» Pococke, volo b 116
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Heiff, Tead in the European mauner, as the
Jatter Grecks read, from left to right, will
‘turn out to be no other than Phile. T fay
+the latter Greeks, becaufe the more ancient
method of writing, even in Greece, was not
always from left to right; fince there are ma-
ny ancient Greek coins and monuments,
which evince, that, like the Arabians them-
felves, they at firft followed the ftyle of writ-
ing in ufe among the Egyptians and Pheni-
cians, from whom, by means of Cadmnus,
they obtained them. Afterwards, indeed,
they adopted that cyrioys method of writing
alternately from the right band to the left,
and from the left to right, called Berreoprdn,
or after the manner in which furrows are
ploughed by oxen; of which method alfo
there are monumental inferiptions yet remain-
ing.* An ancient writer aflerts, that from
this way of writing the Latin word verfus
was derived; verfus vulgo vocatl, quia fio
feribebant antiqui, ficut gratur terra, quos et
hodie ruftici verfus vocantf It is not im-
poﬁible, however, that this mode of writing
: : might

e Confult the Sigwan and other inferiptions in Mr. Chilhull's
Antiquitates Afutice, p. 126, L

t Ifidor. Orig. lib. Vi €Ap. T4
03
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might be derived from the frophe and anti-
firophe of the ancient poets, when they fang
the praifes of Apollo, whofe priefts were. ac-
cuftomed to dance round his altars, firft fmm
the right hand, and then back again from -
the Ieft, in imitation of his own ﬁJppofed
motion in the heavens. We have in this in-
ftance freth evidence how much, in all facred
concerns, their conduct was influenced by-
their aftronomical {peculations. '

Phileisa fmall ifland, fcarcely half a league
in circumference, inmediately bordenng on
Ethmpxa and the cataraéts. Itis reprefented
as exceedingly high land, rugged and broken,
butabounding * with fuperb antiquities.”* Its
whole rocky coaft is cut out in the form of a
wall, lofty and of vaft thicknefs, with what
appeared to our travellers to be baftions and
fortifications. It enclofed the moft facred, as
the Egyptians thought, of all depofits, the
relics of Ofiris, and the whole ifland was
efieemed to be confecrated ground. In the
Thebais, there cauld not be a more folemn

oath taken than that by the remains of
inhumed in the hallowed ifland of Phlle 4
The

® Norden, vol. ii. p. 723, 1 Pococke, vol, i. p. 3304

$ Diod. Sic, lib. i. p, 2. »
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The travellers, fo often cited above, de:
feribe the ruins of what they denominate
two temples; but as, according to Pococke,
the ifland itfelf does not exceed a quarter of
a mile in length, or half a quarter of a mile
in breadth, we may reafonably conclude
that the two firuttures defcribed are only
the more prominent fections of one vaft edi-
fice, ‘of which the fmaller portions and the
connecting lines are loft amidft the inroads
of oblivious time and the rubbifth accumu-
lated by the fybverfion of fuch mighty ruins.
- The principal entrance into this temple was
on the North fide, and it was under a grand
pyraniidal gate, with a lofty obelifk of red
granite on each fide within; the {fymbols of
Ofiris, whofe relics were preferved there,
This noble gate, and all the walls of the
temple, are richly covered with hieroglyphies
in the beft ftyle, among which is more parti-
cularly and frequently difcernible the figure
of the facred wawxk, another fymbol of the
beneficent Ofiris; and the occafion of its
being fo will prefently be explained, as well
as the mythologic hiftory, to which nearly
all the facred animals and plants of Egypt,
gngraved or painted in their temples, have
0 4 refererrce.
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reference.- On the plates of Norden, beyond
the grand entrance, may be diftinétly traced
interior courts, and long colonnades of pil
lars, beautifully wrought, with varied capi-
tals, of which fpecimens are exhibited in a
feparate engraving; capitals, which, though
fabricated long before the Grecian orders were
invented, this author afierts, and the defigns
demonfirate, in contradi¢tion to all that has
been advanced concerning the total want of
tafte and genius in the Egypt.tan J.Tt,hltli&urﬂ,
* to be of the utmott delicacy.”*

Throughout - the whole of * this, famotlﬂ
land, where anciently the folemn and myfie-
rions rites of Ifis were celebrated with fuch
diftmguifhed pomp and fplendor, there ap-
peared to Mr. Norden to run fubterraneous
paflages. He attempted to defeend feveral of
_ the fieps that led down into them, but was
prevented, by the filth and rubbifh with which
they were filled, from penetrating to any depth.
It was probably in thofe gloomy avenues, fo
fimilar to the cavern-excavations of India,
that the grand and myilic arcana of this god-
defs were unfolded. to the adoring afpirant;
while the folemn hymns of initiation refounds

ed

#:5ee Norslen, vel, i, p. 157, and Pococke, vol. i. p. 521,
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ed through the long extent of thofe ftony
recefles. It was there that fuperftition at
midnight waved high her flaming torch be-
fore the image of 1fis, borne in proceffion;
and there that her chofen priefis, in holy ec-
ftafy, chanted their {weeteft fymphonies.

This defeription of the proudeft temple,
and this allufion to the fecret rites of lfis,
will naturally induce the reader to turn his
eye to the page of Apuleius, who was initiated
into them, and whofe relation will ferve as
introductory to that ample inquiry into the
phyfical theology and animal worfhip of
Egypt, with which it is my intention to con-
clude this chapter. The whole infiitution,
though not without a deep moral and theolo-
gical meaning, independent of the phyfical
allegory, bore immediate allufion to the pro-
greflive ftages of agriculture, and the paflage
of the Sum, or Ofitis, from one tropic to the
other. The fecret procefs by which prolific
nature, or Ifis, matures the embryo feed, com-
mitted to its bofom, was in thofe rites myfie-
rioufly, but expreflively, {fymbolized by grains
of wheat or barley, depofited in covered baf-
kets and canfeerated vafes, borne about by the
prieﬁs, jnto which no curious eye was per-

witted
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mitted to penctrate. The departure of the
fundor the cold Northern figns was announes
ed by bitter wailings and lamentations of the
prieit, whe bemoaned Ofiris as if deceafid,
and Ifis, for a time deferted by her lord.
Darknefs; therefore, the deep incumbent darks
nefs that wraps the wintry hevizon, (for it
was at the wiNTER-sousTioR that thefe celes
brations were invariably performed,) was made
to invelve the fubterrancous vanlt, and the
fiings of famine goaded the afpirant, fainting
with the long abftinence, enjoined previoufly
to initiation. During all this melancholy
procets, according to Plutarch, a gilded Apis,
or facred bull, the fymbol of Ofiris, was ex-
pofed to the view of the peaple, covered with
black lawn, in token of the imagined deceafe
of the god of Egypt.* All of a fudden the
furrounding darknefs was diffipated by the
glare_of torches, borne aloft by priefis, wha
were arrayed in white linen vefiments, which
reached down to their feet, and who preceded
the difconfolate 1fis, anxioudly exploring her
loft huthand. Other priefts, arrayed in fimis
lar ftoles of virgin white, followed after. The
firft prieft carried a lamp, burning with uns
' : BT N0 -« connmon

® Platarch de 1ide et Ofiride, p. 164,
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common {plendour, and fixed in-a boat of
gold ; the emblem of Ofiris failing round the
world in the facred {fcyphus. The fecond
prieft bore two golden altars, flaming to his
honour and that of his queen. The third
prieft in one hand carried a palm-branch, cu-
rioufly wrought in foliated gold; in the other,
the magic wand, or caduceus, of Hermes.
The fourth prieft carried a fmall palm-tree,
the branch matured to its perfect growth.
This plant, budding every month, I have be-
fore obferved, was an emblem of the moon;
the branch, I conceive, {ymbolized that orb
in its increafe; the tree, the full-orbed moon.
The fame prieft carried alfo a golden vafe in
the form of a pap, which contained, fays
Apuleius, the facred milk, the milk, I ap-
prehend, of the Dea Multimamma, the many-
breafted mother, by which univerfal nature is
nourithed, The fifth prieft carried the golden
van, the myftica vannus lacehi, by which the
ripened corn was to be winnowed. And the
fixth and laft prieft carried the facred amphora,
or vafe with two handles, whence copious li-
bations of generous wine, the gift of Ofiris
and lIfis, or, in other words, of Bacchus and
Ceres, were pourcd out in honour of the ce-

' lefiial



[ﬂéﬂ]

lefiial donors® This folemn feftival conti-
nued during four complete days, by which
were fhadowed out the four wintry months,
when Ofiris was imagined to be found, and his
fuppofed return to the Southern figns, by
which Ifis, or nature, was rejoiced and ve-
getation invigorated, was hailed with burfls
of joy and fongs of triumph. Tlm—#robef-
fion mow umergctl like the rifing beam of
Ofiris, from the darknefs of the nether he-
mifphere, and the gloomy damps of fubterra-
neous caverns were exchanged for the vavify-

ing warmth of a vernal fun; All ranks and
ages mingled in the feflive dance; garlands
of freth flowers decorated every head, and
wirth fate on every brow. Rich unguents
and coftly perfumes were difperfed in profu-
fion around. Some waked the melodious
pipe; others played on the golden and filver
fifira ; while otbers again, in tranfport, finote
the Thebaie harp of wondrous firucture and
of mag}c potencyf[-

It is the opinion of M. Niebuhr, mfertn:d
in his chapter upon the ELepnaNTA cavern,

that

5. A;trulrji Metamarph, vol. E. [ib. 1i. p. 382, Edit. Bipont
$ See engravings of twe Thebaic harps in the firlt yolume of Mz,

Bruce’s Travels.
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{hat a full examination of the antiquity of ¢4
verns, their form and decorations, would not
only throw great light upon the ancient hif
tory of India itfelf, but upon the hiftory and
theologic rites of other Afiatic nations of the
ancients, An attention to their aftronomical
fpeculations can alone unfold to us the fecret
meaning of their rites and worfhip. With
this key 1 have endeavoured, not wholly, 1
truft, unfuccefsfully, to unlock the portals of
the fanétuaries in which their theological and
philofophical myfieries were anciently cele-
brated in caverns and cavern-temples, and
poflibly I may have contributed fomewliat Lo-
wards removing the veil of obfeurity, in which
the hiftory, the rites, and defign, of the an-
cient fuperftitions have been fo long involved.
'That certain myfterious rites were there cele-
brated has been proved, as far as analogy, in
theological fentiments, and fimilarity, in the
fabrication of the Indian caverns and cavern-
temples, with thofe in the mountains of Per-
fia and Upper Egypt, could tend to eftablilh
the proof. Tor, to what purpofc was there
the double entrance into them, by NoRTHERN
AND SournerN Gares,according to the Ho-
meric defcription of the Cave of the Nymphs,

" inferted
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nferted in a former volume, of which, the
North entrance was that through which the
foul, in its journey of the Metempfychofis,
palied to the lower fpheres, while that to the
South was facred to celeftials alone; and, fi«
nally, for what purpofe were intended the
winding avenues, the high altars, the tanks
for ablution, and the gloomy interior recefles,
but for the regular performance of fimilar ce-
remonies, and the arduous exercife of kin-
dred virtues ?
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SECTION V.

The Whole of this Sellion is devoted to the more
particular Confideration of that ancient Spe-
cies of phufical: Superflition praflifed in the
Temples of Egypt above-deferibed 5 and, in
the Courfe of it, the celebrated Treatife of

 Plutarch concerning Ifis-and Ofiris is cvamin-
ed and explained.—Nearly all the hierogly-
pffw Animals and Plants honoured with Vene-

* ration in Egypt have Refercnce to the afiro-
nomical Speculations of the Priefis of that
Country; or are dlufiralive of the various -

- Phanomena, of Nature—Qfiris, why repre-

- fented of a black Colour, and Jitting on the

- Lotos.—Why, among Animpals, the Cat, the
Dog, the Lion, the Sphynx, the Scarabeus,
the Tbis, the Ichneumon, and Crocodile, con-

Jidered as facred.—Why, among Plunts, the
Nymphea, the Onion, and ethers, regarded
in the fame Light, _Tfae Arauments of the
- whole Inquery fummed tq.:, and_favther Progf

adduced
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adduced from the Refult of the clofe Affinity
of the ancient Religion and Cuftoms of Egypt
and India.

AD the extenfive hiftory, to which thefé
| Differtations are only introductory, al-
lowed me fufficient leifure, I had formed the
defign of comparing throughout the famous
treatife of Plutarch, on the fuperftitious wor-
thip anciently paid to Ofiris and Ifis, with the
accounts of the Indian mythology and the
theological rites, detailed to us in the page of
M. Sonnerat and our more accurate country-
man Mr. Wilkins. That treatife contains a
vaft, but confufed, mafs of matter relative to
the ancient theology of the Oriental world;
on the whole highly inftructive, but il arrang-
ed and digefted; and, as is fufficiently evi-
dent, fcarcely underftood by the author him-
{felf. The whole treatife is probably a mytho-
logical hiftory of the earlieft fovereigns and he-
roes of Egypt, under the fabulous characters
of Ofiris, 1fis, Orus, and Typhon, reprefented
by fymbols emblematical of their refpeétive
powers, and the good or evil qualities pofiefied
by them. Indeed Plutarch confirms this fup--
6 pofition,
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~pofition, by exprefsly afferting, that the in-
tention of the inflitution of the Egyptian
rites and myfteries was, “to preferve the me-
mory of fome valuable piece of hiftory, or to
" reprefent to us fome of the grand phenomena
of nature.”*

The precife period when the Egyptians
began firft to darken the page of genuine hif-
tory, by blending with it the fables of mytho-
logy, was probably that moment of national
infatuation when they began to deify deceafed
mortals; when they began to worfhip the
hoft of heaven, and regard with veneration
the elements of nature; for, in fact, their
deities almoft entirely confifted of canonized
heroes, planets, ftars, and elements, fym-
bolically fculptured in their temples. At
whatever period, however, the Egyptian hie-
roglyphics were firft invented, their original
meaning was fcarcely known, even to the
priefts themfelves, at the =ra of the invafion
of Cambyfes: and, at the time when the
Macedonian invader ereéted Alexandria, pro- °
bably out of. the ruins of Memphis, the
knowledge of them was wholly obliterated
from their minds. The reader, who may

_ ' not
* Plutarch de Ifide et Ofiride, p, 2o, edit. Squire.
VQL. III. P
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niot have pernfed Rircher and other antiqua-
ries en the fubject, will be able to form fome
idea of their gencrul defignation and intention
from the following account given by Plu=
tarch, concerning thofe on the portal of the
temple of Minerva, at Sais. The firfl, in or-
der, of the hicroglyphics engraven on that
portal was AN INPANT; mext to him was
feulptured a~ orp max; next followed
maAwWK;: then a rrsu; and, lafily, A sea-
siorse, The meaning of this hieroglyphic in-
feription he afferts, probably on the exprefs
authrority of the priefts of that temple, was as
follows: * Oh! yon, who arc coming into the
world, and you, who are going out of it, know
that the Deity abhors. immodefty.” And he
thus explains the fymbols that defignated the
precept: by the infant wore fignified thofe who
are ‘coming into life, or the young; by the old
man, thofe who are going outof it, or the
aged ; the hawk was their moft common fym-
bol of Ofiris, or God; the fifh was an ani-
mal which the Egyptians held in abhorrence,
becaufe it had relation to that fea, the cruel
Typhon, which fwallowed up their beloved
Nile, for which reafon alfo they thought .
every aflociation with pilots induced pollu-

s : tion;



[ 2s7 ]

tion ; while by the fea-horfe was typified im-
pudence, that creature being affirmed, by na-
turalifls, firft to flay his fire, and afterwards
to violate his dam. Confonant to this mode
of {ymbolizing ran the whole fiream of the
Egyptian theology ; and, in exaét unifon with
- it, the umiverfal tenor of Plutarch’s philofo-
phical effay accords. Every thing is involved
in the veil of allegory and phyfics. Thus
Ofinis, being the firft great and good princi-
ple, and water, according to the doétrine both
of Hermes and the Grecian Thales, the firft
principle of things, is reprefented of a black
colour ; becaufe water is black, and gives a
black tint to every thing with which it is
mingled. Again, water, or the principle of
abundant moifture in human bodies, caufes
generation, and therefore, in another refped,
is a proper {ymbol of Ofiris, the fource of
nutrition and fecundity. For inftance, ob-
ferves Plutarch, in young and vigorous per-
fons, in whom moifture preponderates, the
hair is black and bufhy, while in wrinkled
age, where moifiure is deficient, the hair is
thin and grey. Hence the Mnevis, or facred
ox of Heliopolis, the fymbol of Ofiris, was
black; while the land of Egypt itfelf derived
the nwne of Creaia (a term explained in'the

P8 preceding
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preceding chapter) from the blacknefs of its
fat and humid foil.  On this account, Ofiris
is fometimes delineated on coins and feulp-
tures fitting on the leaf of the lotos, an aqua-
tic plant; and, at other times, failing with
Ifis in a boat round that world which fubfifts
and is holden together by the pervading
power of humndity.

In various preceding paflfages we have feen
how remarkably, in many points, the charac-
ters of Ofiris and Seeva agree: and, if the
charadters of the Fgyptian and Indian deities
thus coincide, no lefs do many of the peculiar
rités with which they were honoured.

Many of the circumftances more immedi-
ately parallel have been already noticed, and
many additional will be pointed out here-
after. It may, with truth, be remarked, in
regard to the mythology of thefe refpective
nations, that the general principles upon
which it is founded are -nearly the fame;
although the objeét, by which their concep-
tions are fymbolized, occafionally vary. 'To
prefent the reader with a remarkable inflance
of this in the cafe of Ifis, in her lunar
charafter, and Chandra, or the lunar orh,
perfonified by the Hindoos, I have already
obferved, that, in Egypt, the fymbol of the

mMoon
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moow was a cAT; whereas the fymbol of that
fatellite, in India, is a graspiT. One reafon,
afligned by Plutarch for the former {ymbol,
was the contraction and dilatation of the pu-
pil of the eye of the former animal, which, he
afferts, grows larger at the full of the moon,

but decreafes with her waning orb. There -

are, however, other reafons eqtm[ly probable,
and not lefs curious, mentioiied by that au-
thor, and in the fame page, for the adoption
of the comparifon, which are the aétivity and
vigilance of that animal during the feafon of
the night, the variegated colours which its
fpotted {kin difclofes to the view, and its re~
markable recuxpity. Thele Jatter peculia-
rities are equally exemplificd i the rassrr
of the Indian Cinaxpra, and fhew a re-
markable conformity of idea,

Nearly all the anunals and plants of Egypt

were made ufe of in illultration of their ever-
varying and complicated mythology. While
fome were honoured as the reprefentatives of
Lenevolent, others were drcaded and abhorred
as the {ymbols of malignant, deitics. By
thefe deities were i}rimtipull_v meant the orbs
of heaven; aud, by the benevolence and
malignity allwded to, were intended the be-
nign or nosious influences which they thed.
r3 The
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The poc was at once-an emblem of vigi-
Jance and fidelity, and a {ymbol of Sirius,
the dog-fiar, that celefiial BARKER, whofe he-
liacal rifing, we have feen, announced the
commencement of the new year; and, for
my own part, I am inclined to think that the
bull, equally facred to Ofiris and Seeva, was,
after all, principally fymbolical of the BULL
OF THE ZODIAC, of fol in tauro.

When the period of the inundation ap-
proached, the figure of Anubis, with a dog’s
head placed on its fhoulders, was exalted on
_ high, as a fignal for the retreat of the natives

r : to their artificial terraces, elevated beyond the

' utmoft height of the rifing waters. This
L4" Anubis was the Mercury of the Egyptians,
as i evident from the caduceus which he

i bears in hishand on moft Egyptian feulptures ;
i ~ hence he was often called "EgumuCi, in other

1‘. words, Mercury-Anubis. Plutarch, when
) explaining upon afironomical principles the
L mythology of Egypt, tells us, that, by Anubis,

the Egyptians meant the HORIZONTAL

crrcne, that feparates the invifible part of
the world, which they called xepTrYS, from
the vifible, to which they gave the name of
Tsts. If the reader fhould be inclined to
credit this affertion of Plutarch, and, carry-

ng
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ing on the aftronomical allufion, fhould be
anxious to know the real meaning of ‘the ca-
duceus, which he conftantly bears, it falls to
my province to unfold the real fignification
of that miftaken fymbol, as it will hereafter
Jargely to defcant on the true hiftory of this
famous mythologic character, who I have
obferved is the god Bhood, of whom we
read in the Indian hiftory. The reader, who
will take the trouble to turn to page 201 of
the preceding volume of this work, will find

" all the myftery laid open in the figure of the

celeftial ferpents, ‘a fymbol by which, it is
there obferved, the ancients hieroglyphically

_ defignated the fun’s path through the zodiac;

and the circular curve deferibed by the
moon’s orbit, to which the Oriental aftrono-
mers anciently gave the name of the dragon’s
head, belly, and tail, !

Let
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Let him now take a pencil and draw the
ftrait line of the equator through the centre
of that circular figure, fo as that one part
fhall pafs through the opening, called the
moon’s afcending nade, and the oppofite one,
called her defcending node. He has only to
fuppofe the bodies of thofe, or fimilar fer-
pentine figures, lengthened and twifted round
the line thus drawn, and he will have the
true caduceus of Hermes; of that god, who,
being nothing elfe, in reality, but the horizon-
tal circle perfonified, equally touches upon the
confines of light and darknefs, and is, there-

~ fore, like the faithful dog, his fymbol on

earth, equally vigilant by day and by night;
of that god, who is the patron of thieves,
whofe depredations are made by night; of
that god, who is the conduétor of departed
fpirits to the region of Tartarus; that is, in
{pite of all the reveries of Gentile fuperftition,
the inferior hemifphere, which is the only
HELL of the Afiatic theologians.® ;
t

*# For many ufeful hints on the aftronomical mythology of the
Himdoos T am proud to acknowledge my laflting obligations to
Narmamicr Brassgy Hatuep, Bsq. who has decply inveltigated
vhat gurious fobjedt, and who, 1 hope, will ba®jncited by:h;::

13
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Tt is owing to this afpect of [Termes towards
the two hemifpheres, that, according to my-
ifts, one-half of his face was painted
bright, the other black and clouded ; fince
he was fometimes in heaven and fometunes in
Pluto’s realm. He is, therefore, diawn with
the ferpent-woven caduceus in his hand,
alluding at once”to North and South la-
titude; for, with that caduceus he alter-
nately conducted fouls to hell, or brought
them up from thence, as he is defcribed by
Virgil: .

K Hac animas ille evocat orco
Pallentes, alims fub triftis TARTARA mittit. ;
JEn lh g
As an additional evidence, if any need be
adduced, how intimate a connection formerly
fubfified between the Egyptians and Indians, -
may be advanced the cifcumftance ofthe viox, -
fo much abounding in the hieroglyphics of
the latter, and conferring the illufirious title
of sTNG on the families of her nobleft rajahs.
The lion is rather a native of Africa than the
Indian

ardent Tove of feience which has induced him to become tha decied
and liberal patron of this undertaking, at fome future period, to prefent
the public with the refult of his profound and elaborute refearches.
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Tndian continent; and was, in a particular
manner, the objett of Egyptian regard, be-
caufe the Delta was inundated when the suN
entered Lzo. It is on that account Plutarch
remarks in his treatife, that the doors of the
Egyptian temples were ornamented with the
expanded jaws of lions. In this inftance, like-
wife, there is rot only reference to that noble
animal who ranges the terreftrial globe, the
moft exprefiive {ymbol of dauntlefs fortitude ;
but direét and unequivocal allufion to the
LION OF THE ZODIAC. |
‘The spuyNX, an imaginary animal, com-
pounded of the head and breafts of a virgin
and the body of a lion, was holden through-
out Egypt in the highefi.eftcem, not ouly
becaufe it pointedly alluded to the power of
the fame sux in the figns Leo and Virco, but
becaufe it was the fymbol of the moft facred
and profound myfteries. Hence it arofe that
the Egyptian priefts, who, by various {ymbols,
laboured to imprefs on the minds of their dif
ciples an awful and deep fenfe of the myfteries
of religion, and the neceflity of obferving a
profound fecrecy in regard to the fubjects un-
folded in the ceremonies of initiation, made

the approaches to their temples througha long
| ling
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line of spry~xEs, forming a folemn and ma-
jeftic avenue to the abode of deity. On this
account too upon the reverfe of moft of the
coins on which either the Bgyptian temples
or deities are engraven, we obferve the tigure
of Harpocrates, the god of {ilence, ftanding
with his finger plac:::l on his mouth; * a
proper emblem,” fays Plutarch, * of that
modeft diffidence and cautious filence which
we ought ever to obferve in all concerns rela-
tive to religion.”* ‘
We {hould be filled with equal aftonifh-
ment and deteftation of that idolatrous race
for paying divine honours to fo impure an
animal as the coaT, under the name of
Mendes, did we not know that Capricorn
was one of the figns of the zodiac, and that
the afterifm, denominated G BMTNT, was in the
ancient Oriental {phere defignated by rwo
xips, 1t was not, therefore, the Goat, con-
fidered merely as the fymbol of Pax, or the
great prolific principle of nature perfonified,
that was in their worfhip of that animal folely
intended to be adored. Their veneration for
the Goat was doubtlefs highly increaled by

their aftronomical ‘fpeculations, and it was
: the

» Plutarch de Tfide et Ofiride, p. 75-
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the fun in Capricorn and Gemini, who was -
the principal object of that devotion. Of the
fame nature probably, and originating in the
fame fource, was the worfhip .paid to the
rAM, which was the emblem of the folar
power in Arirs. Canopus, the god of ma-
riners, or rather the watery element per-
fonified, was -another of their gods highly
venerated ; and we fhall fcarcely be furprifed
when we find that, in the old Egyptian {phere,
Canopus and Aquarius, or the Water-bearer,
ARE THE saME. Mythologifts have been
perplexed to find out the reafon of Scorpio
being one of the figns of the zodiac; and
even the ingenious reafon of the Abbé Le
Pluche is not entirely fatisfactory.* In the old
Egyptian fphere, that fign was diftinguifhed
by a Crocodile, and the crocodile was the
fymbol of Typhon, the evil genius of Egypt
and eternal adverfary of Ofiris, who was
elevated to the zodiac under that emblem.
Ifis was undoubtedly the firft Virgo of the :
celefiial {phere, and {he is there placed by that
name. Sagittarius again, or the Archer, is,
on the Pigyptian {phere, called Nephte, and

1s there defignated as the armour-bearer of

Ofiris,

® See Hiftoire du Ciel, yol. i, p. g.
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Ofiris, fimply by the fymbol of an arm, hold-
ing the weapons, that is, the flaming ARROW,
or penetrating ray, of Ofiris, THE sUN,
Ofiris, the guardian genius and god of Egypt,
in the hieroglyphics of that country, is fre-

quently decorated with the head of the facred
Ibis, or the ftork, an animal that preys upon
the flying ferpents, which, in the fpring of
the year, come in fwarms from Arabis, and
would, if not_ deftroyed, overfpread and de-
folate the country. In the fign we denomi-
nate Cancer, Ofiris is again brought to our
view on the fphere of Egypt, with the head of
this guardian Ibis; but, as the fun begins to
be retrograde in that fign, they added toit
the tail of a eran, an animal that walks
backward. The meaning of the former fymbol
being gradually forgotten, it was expunged,
and the whole body of Cancer being intro-
duced, inftead of it, the fign was denominated
from it: but the true meaning of it ‘is sor
RETROGRADUS. The Libra of the zodiac is
perpetually feen upon all the hieroglyphics
of Egypt, which is at once an argument of
the great antiquity of that afterifim, and of
the probability of its having been originally
fabricatéd by the afironomical fons of Miz-

Taiin.
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raim. By the Balance they ave fuppofed by
fome to have denoted the equality of days
and nights at the period of the fun’s arriving
at this fign; and by others it is afferted, that
this afterifm, at firlt only the Beam, was
exalted to its flation in the zodiac from its
being the ufeful Nilometer by which they
meafured the height of the inundating waters,
to which Egyptian cuftom there may poffibly
be fome remote allufion in that paflage of
boly writ, where the fublime prophet defcnbes
the Almighty as meafring the waters in the

kollow of his hand ®
I fhall not, at prefent, prolong thefe re-
marks upon the zodiac of Egypt. Itismy
intention, in the firft volume of the HISTORY
itfelf, to prefent the reader with an engraving
of it, when he will fee the original figures of
which the afterifins, nfed from age to age,
down to this day, to denote the zodiacal
figns, are only contractions. Warburton has
already remarked the refemblance which fome
of them bear to the Egyptian hieroglyphics;
and he particularly {pecifies it in the figns
Taurus, Gemini, Libra, and Aquarius. All
thefe circumftances united may feem to
demonfirate

® [famh xl. 13

— —
Bl i,
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demonftrate that the zodiac is entirely of
Egyptian origin; but it will hereafter appear
to be only fo in part. Like the Greeks, they
altered the figures which were already formed
to agree with their own mythology. Let us
now advert to fome other Egyptian {ymbols
that have an aftronomical allufion.

One of the moft venerated and univerfal of
the facred fymbols of Egypt, confpicuous in
all their hieroglyphics, and decorating a thou-
fand gems in the cabinets of Furope, was the
SCARABEUS, or BEETLE; for, thefe animals
beipg fuppofed, by naturalifts, to be all males,
cafting the feed of generation into round balls
of earth, as a genial nidus to mature it, and
rolling them backward with their hinder feet,
while they themfelves look directly forward,
“are confidered as proper fymbols of the suN;
who, during the period of his retrogradation
feems to proceed through the heavens in
a direcion contrary to the order of the
figns. \
The erocodile was an animal fertile of {ym-
bolical wonders, both in phyfics and afirono-
my. Let the aftonifhed naturalift examine
his mouth, and he will there find, fay they,
360 teeth, the exaét number of the days of the

: ancient
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ancient year. Let him count the number of
the eggs which the female lays at a tume, and
the amount is 60, a number of great requeft
in the calculations of Afiatic afironomers. It
15 very -remarkable, in regard to certan
amimals and plants, that. fome were highly
venerated in one region of Egypt, and held
in the utmoft deteftation in another. The
erocodile was one of thofe animals: for, in the
neighbourhood of the lake Meeris, they were
regarded as facred, and there was a particular
city devoted to their rites, and called, from
them, Crocodilopolis, though its more an-
cient name was Arfinoe. Here there wasa
tame one always preferved with great care, at-
tended by a train of- priefts; who adorned his
ears with jewels, and decked his body with
ornaments of gold. The moft delicate viands
were allotted for his food, while living ; and,
when dead, his body was embalmed, and bu-
ried with great funeral pomp. By the mha-
bitants of Elephantina, on the contrary, and,
in general, throughout all Egypt befides, this
animal was holden in the utmoft abhormrence ;
becaufe I'yphon, the evil genius of Egypt,
was thought to have been changed into a cro-
codile; and, therefore, in their hieroglj‘plitﬂm

s at
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that animal was his fymbol. By Typhon, I
have repeatedly obferved, muft be underftood
whatever in nature was gloomy and malig-
mant; and he is, on that account, conftantly
reprefented as the implacable enemy of Ofiris,
the fun, the fource of light and the fountain
of henevolence. Ofiris was in the end de-
ftroyed by Typhon; and this probably gave
vecafion to another fymbol, recorded by Ho-
rus-Apolle, of a nature exceedingly curious
and deferving of notice. * The crocodile,”
he fays, “in the hieroglyphics of Egypt, de-
noted the Easr and the Wesr, which were
confidered as the exTrEMITIES of the fun's
courfe.”® This circumftance in a very par-
ticular manner denotes the intimate connec-
tion fubfifting between their phyfical and
theological fpeculations. They looked with
horror on whatever limited the extent of the
ehearing beam and influence of their benefi-
cent Ofiris;  and, as Typhon was his de-
- Hroyer, they typified the Ealt and Weft, the
boundaries of lis courfe, by the crocodile,
the acknowledged {ymbol of Typhon.

The IB1s, a bird refembling the ftork, with
along neck and a curved beak, was holden

! ™ Hori Apuunn!. Hieroglyphica, p. 70. Edit. 1615
YOL. 111. ]
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among them in the higheft veneration, be«
caufe, as recently obferved, it defiroyed the
venomous ‘brood of tlying ferpents, -whiech,
coming from Arabia 4t the commencement of
the fpring, fpread their fatal ravages through
Bgypt. There were alfo other curious reafons
for their regarding the Ibis with peculiar re-
fpect. The firft was of a phyfical kind; for,
this bird, Plutarch relates, originally taught
markind the medicinal ufe of - the clyfter,
that being the method which it takes: to
cleanfe and purge itfelf; and, for this purpofe,
its extended neck and beak are well calculat-
ed. The fecond was founded on their ardent
love of geometrical fiudies; for, according to
the fame author, the fpace between its legs;
when parted afunder as it walks, together with
its beak, forms a complete equilateral trian-
gle. The third refulted from their aftronomi-
cal fpeculations; for, the black and white
feathers of this bird are fo curioufly and alter-
nately ‘blended, as to furnifh to the attentive
fpectatoralively reprefentation of the moon’s
gibbofity.  Under the impulfe of  the laft-
mentioned fentiments, they thought the afpic,
an infect that moves along with great facili-
ty and glibnefs, without any perceptible or-
% gans
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gais for motion, to be a proper fymbol of the
celefiial orbs, gliding. fwiftly, but filently,
through the expanfe of heaven, A more than
ufinal fhare of veneration was paid to the Icu~
xeusmoxn, an animal diffinguithed for the
deadly hatted which it bore to the crogodilg,
whofe eggs it inftinétively explored, and, by
breaking them wherefoever it found them,
prevented the increale of that formidable and
pernicious progeny of the Nile. ,
But not only the race of animals, even the
vegetable world, received homage from the
fervilely fuperftitious race of Egypt. The firft
to be mentioned, as of all others the moft ve-
nerated, is the majefiic Lotos, in whofe con~
feerated bolom Brahma was born, and, Ofiris
delights to. float, T'his is the fublime, the
hallowed, fymbol that eternally occurs in Ori-
ental mythology; and, in truth, not without
fubftantial realon; for, it is itfelf a lovely
prodigy! it centains a treafure of phyfical
inftruction, and affords to the enraptured bo-
tanift exhauftlefs matter of amufement and
‘contemplation. No wonder, therefore, that
the philofophizing fons of Mizraim® adorned
' their

. * The resder will perhaps be aftonifhed to hear that the term
Musia, the molt ancient and fcriptural name of Egypt, ccnftantly
LU
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their majeftic fruchires with the fpreading
tendrils of this vegefable; and made the
ample expinding vafe that crowns its lofty
fein, the capital of their moft beautiful co-
luimns,

In a preceding part of this volume on the
Indian theology I cited Herodotus to prove
in what high efiimation this plant was ancient-
ly holden in Figypt; and, from M. Savary,
quoted alfo in the fame page, we learned
that the fame veneration for this plant con-
tinues, at this diftant interval, to animate her
oppreffed progeny. We learn from the for-
mer that it was called the Lily of the Nile,
from its growing in abundance on the
‘banks of that river; and that the marfhes of
‘the Delta were covered with it; that it was
a moft majeftic plant, rifing fometimes two

foot

bccrs bath at a title of honour and as mn appellative in the moft
ancient Saifcreer books. Confult Afiatic Refearches, vol.i. p. 370,
‘And, 31 a farther proof of §t, take the following paffige in the
Sacontald, . 44, 3 drmma, written a esrtury before Chrift, and allu-
Sve to, as well as defcriptive of, events znd perfons fappofed to have
flourithed 2 thoufind years before even that rémote @@, WHEN Hae
TINAPURA, 2t is proved by the paffage itfelf, was THE CAPITAL OF
ALt HakposTan *O1 Gautami, bidibe Two Miskas, Sungamwva
and Swradwata, make ready to accompany my child Sacomtala. Our
father Casma is giving adders’ for the intended journcy to Hasvi-
narora,' where e was to wed the Tndian emperor.
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foot above the water, having a calix like 3
laree tulip, and diffuling an mluur like that
of the Jily, and that there were two {pecies
of it, the one bearing a white the other 3
bluifh flower.* To make this brief hiftory of
the moft fanous flower of Afia, npon which
fo much has been already faid and {o much
more muft occur in this*work, complete, I
thall add the account of its wonderful proper-
ties, inferted by Mr. Knight, m his curious
differtation, concerning a kind qf worfhip, in
which itis a pmmmem. fymbol, and which,
degrading as it is, his pen has beft elucidated.
*“This plant,” he obferves, *grows in the
water, and, amongft its brogd leaves, puts
forth a flower, in the centre of which js
formed the feed-vefiel, fhaped like a bell, or
inverted cone, and pun&ual‘\cd on the top
with little cavities, or cells, in which the
feeds grow, The orifices of thefe cells, being -
too finall to let the fgeds drop out when
ripe, thoot forth into new plants, in the plaées
where they were formed; the bulb of the
vefiel ferving as a matrice to noyrith them,
until they acquire fuch a degree of mag-
-nitude as to burit it open, and eleafe lr_éllitm—
VEs,

# fee the preceding chapter,
Q3
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felves ; after which, like other aquatic weeds,
they take root wherever the current depofits
them. ‘This plant, thercfore, being thus pro-
duétive of itfelf, and vegetating from its own
matrice, without being foftered in the earth,
was naturally adopted as the fymbol of the
productive power of waters, upon which
the active {pirit of the Creator ‘operated n

giving life and vegetation to matter. We

accordingly find it employed in every part of

the Northiern hemifphere, where the fyn_ibq]i‘-

cal religion, improperly (fays Mr. Knight)
denominated idolatry, does, or ever did, pre-

_ vail.” The facred images of the Tartars, J a-

panefe, and Indians, are almoft all placed
upon it; of which mumerous inftances occur
in the puﬁlicatio’hs of Kempfer, Chapp_e
D’'Auteroche, and Sonnerat.”* 'This plant is
moft élegantly depicted in the Heetopades, as
« the cooling flower, which 1s opprefied by

“the appearance of day, and afiaid of the

ftars "} which, Mr. Wilkins obferves, alludes

{o the circumftance of its fpreading its blof-

foms only in the night; and, relative to this
plant, there is a‘paffage exquifitely beauti-
ful in“the Sacontala, which, though I muft
‘ v Eeite
# See Mr. Knight, an the Phallic Worihip, p- 85
+ Heetopades, p.282, ..
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cite it ‘hereafter, when treating of the;magic
and palmefiry of the old Brahmins, I am con-
vinced will not offend by repetition. From
this paffage, if S W. Jones, by the term
ruddy, meant that the word fhould be under-
ftood . in its ufual fignification, we fhould be,
induced to think that, in India, there was a
third fpecies of the lotos, of which the leaves
were of a dufky red tint. ¢ What!” ex-
claims a prophetic Brahmin, ¢ the very palm
of his hand bears ‘the marks of empire ; and,
whilft he thus eagerly extends it, thows its
lines of -exquifite net-work, and glows like a
lotos, expanded at early dawn, when the ruddy
{plendor of its petals hides all other tints in
obfeurity.” Sacontala, p. 89, :
A very particular veneration anciently pre-
vailed, as well in Egypt as Hindoftan, for the
oxn1oN. Indeed, Mr. Forfier, in his SKETCHES
of Indian Manners,® obferves, that it is in-
troduced in the folemnities of religious rites,
in the latter country, to imprefs the greater
awe upon «the fpectators, 'Their veneration,
however, for that vegetable, and their ab-
ftinence from it as food, does not arife, as
Mr. Crauford in his more extenfive Sketches
juftly

.# See Mr, Forfter's Sketches inedited, p. 35
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juftly remarks,* becaufé its veins, or fibrés,
of a delieate red colour; refemble that blood,
at the fhedding of which the Hindoo fhud<
ders : this is not the reafon, nor has Mr. Craut
ford favoured us with it. Tt i§ afironomy
that has ftamped celebrity and veneration .
on the onion; for, on cutting thrm:zgh ity .
there appears, beneath the external coaty

orb within orb, in fuceeffive order, aftet tbe

manner of the revolving fpheres. The Chal-

dé#eans, however, if Alexm‘;d‘e!‘ may be credit-

ed, long before either of them, adored this

‘t'ery vegetable, and ‘moft probably for the
very fame reafon; which may be confidered

as an additional proof of my hypothefis, that

moft of the Indian end Bgyptian cuftoms

originated ‘in that ~parent-country of the

world.  Had Juvenal, the fevere fatirizer of
the ‘hortulan idolatriés of Egypt been ac-

‘quainted with the real caufe ‘of the veneration

of the ancient Memphites for tbeﬁ}mﬁmé%lvé

vegetables, he wotld, perhdps, wqth lefs

vchemencc have exclaimed, :

O fanétas genles ‘quibus hac nafcunmr in hortis
Numtina

* Mr. Cranford’s Sketches, vol. i. p. 61, 2d edition.
+ Alexander ab Alexandro, lib, vi. eap.a6.

But
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But let us return from thefe minute; how-
ever curious, inveftigations to the confideration
of the nobler object, which Plutarch, in writing
this effay, had in view; which was, to exhibit
at once a complete difplay of the fyftem of
the Egyptian theology ; a fyftem, however,
- which, we have before obferved, he himfelf -
bat imperfectly underftood. The philofophi-
zing ‘mythologifts of Afia, varying in their
owa prineiples, and guided by the refpective
hypothefes adopted by them, had very diffe-
rently reprefented the religion of Egypt. Plu-
tarch, in this treatife,enumerates their different
‘opinions on ‘the fabject, which are often dia~
metrically oppofite to each other, according
as thefe philofophers themfelves followed

‘either the atheiftical doctrines of materialifm,

divulged by Ariftotle, or were animated by

‘the mobler principles that fwayed theihme
Plato 1 fhall have fo much to:fay, hereafier,
‘on the more “ancient and -abftrufe theology
of Egypt, when T come to mvefiigate the
‘Pagan triads of ‘deity, that I dhall, for .the
‘prefent, enly fummarily ‘fiate the: outlines uf
‘their fentiments on'this poiit, and pringipally
fas they CONCern’ PHYSFOS.

Aecording
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. Ateotding to fome, Ofiis is the foull of
the-material umiverfe.  He is the-adtive mafs
culine energy that generites and nourifhes all
things. Ifis is reprefented as the confort of

‘Ofiris, becaufe fie may be called the feminine

part of nature. . She is the generative nurfe
and mother of the world, and the grand re-
captacle of his benign influcnces.  She is the
goddefs of a thoufand names, the infinite
Myrroxyma. She is endued with the pro-
perty of receiving all kinds of impreffions, and
of being converted into all manner of forms,

which the supremE Reasox thall imprefs

upon her.  Tholfe, beft acquainted with the
real purport of the mythologic figures of
India, confiantly affert the facred cow, called

_ in the-Mahabbarat the cow of plenty, and fo

univerfally venerated, to be only the fymbol of
the earth, which nourifhes all things. Though
the Ifis of Egypt be generally confidered as
the moox, the horns- of which planet adorn
her head, yet thofe, who have dived deeper
into the abfirufe lore of their hieroglyphics, -
make lfis.alfo the carth, the Ceres, the Dea
Multimamma, and then it will not appear at

“alls extraordinary that her conftant {ymbaol,

like that of the Indian god, fhould Jikewife be

JIBE COW,

1 have
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T have before obferved, that if the Egyp-
tians entertained, for fome animals and plants,
the higheft veneration, on account of their
being the fuppoled fymbolsof the benevolent

peratmns of nature, and the friendly mﬁu-
ences of the planets, they held others in the
utmoit abomination on a contrary account
Thus, notw Lthitandmg all their original re-
verence for the onion, as a noble aftronomi-
cal fymbol of the revolving {pheres, when a
more minute attention to the growth and cul-
tivation of that plant had taught them that
it flourifhed, in its greateft vigour, when the
moon was in its wane, the prictts of Ofiris be-
gan to relax in their veneration for it; while,
by the priefts of Diana, ar Bubafiis, 7. e. the
mooN, it was holden in extreme deteftation,
One reafon for their rooted abhorrence of
swINE, asan animal obnoxious and impure,
was their obferving it to be moft apt to en-
gender upon the decreafe of that orb, though
another reafon of that deteftation, doubt-
lefs, was the leprofy and fimilar cutaneous dif-
-orders which its rancid tleth and rich mlk
tended to produce in thofe who luxurioufly
regaled upon them. But there isa third rea-
fon for their abhorrence of {wine, mentioned

by
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by Mr. Coftard, which is infinitely curious,
and nearly fimilar to what was recently ob-
ferved, relative to the extremities of the fun's
courfe being fhadowed out by a crocodile,
the fymbol of the pernicious Typhon. It isan
additional evidence, that there fcarcely ever -
exifted a nation {o totally involved in afirono-
mical fables as were the Egyptians! . 2he
very ancient fable of Adonis, being killed by
a boar, arifes, Mr. Coftard obferves, from
the name of an Egyptian month, Haziram,
or July; for the words hazir and hazira fig-
nify sus, porcusy and the fun finifhing his
«courfe, or apparent annual circle, when Sirius
role heliacally, which was in the fame month,
gave occafion to that ingenious allegory.®
But the word Hazitam bears fome atfinity
to hazarin, a lettuce; and here, fays Mr.
Coftard, we find a reafon for another Fegyp-
tian fancy, that Adonis was laid by Venus

on a bed of lettuces, and it might have been

the occafion of their carrying .about at his

feaft the gardens called the Gardens of
‘Adonis.

According to others of thefe philofophers,
‘by Ofiris and Ifis, the Egyptians meant ani-

“mated matter in general, but in particalar

el’e?y
* Coftard’s Chaldzan Atftronomy, p. 129,

- S
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every part of nature that is genial and fitendly
to the human race, reprefented by the fun
and moon, the fountain of light and the
fource of nutrition. On the other hand,
they confidered Typhon, to whom, ameng o-
ther fymbols, was allotted that of the Ocean,
that detefted demon which fwallowed up
their beloved Nile, as every part of nature
which can be confidered as noxious and defiruc-
tive to mankind. Like time and death, 'I'y-
phon devoured all things. Thefe principles
are for ever at variance, like the Oromafdes
sand Ahriman of Perfia, their exact counter-
part, or pofiibly their prototype. But I
cannot help believing that the only genuine
prototype 1s to be found in India, where
Brahma, the firft-created Dewtah, is, ac-
cording to the beft Indian mythologifis, the
univerfal {pirit that pervades created matter;
~ and, if not the fun himfelf, at leaft ¢the brother
of the fun; as 1 obferve he is exprefsly de-
nominated in that ancient Sanfcreet treatife,
the Amarasryma. Seeva, the deftroying
power of India, nearly refembles the Typhon
of Egypt, with this difference only, that Seeva
deftroys to re-produce, whereas the defolating
fury of Typhon is only to be appeafed by
total defiruction and boundlefs annihilation.

' Seeva’s
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Seeva’s true character is difplayed by his {ym=
bol; for, if in one hand he grafp the tremens
dous fcythe of TimE to deftroy, he, in the
other, difplays the prolific L1xGan to rege-
nerate and to vivify. For what I am going
to add, I hope that I fhall not incur the cen-
{ure of my profeffion ; but if, upon fo trivial
an occafion, the greateft of apoftles and wifeft
of ‘philofophers might without impiety be
quoted, St. Paul, to whom the Oriental phi-
lofophy of the Gnoftics was well known,
{peaks a language exactly confonant to this;
for, finely retaliating upon them for their difs
belief of the refurreétion, he exclaims to the
feeptical Corinthian, Thou fool, thatwhich
thou fowelt is not quickened except it die!

It is deferving notice, that, in the Indian
mythology, Cali, or Time, is confidered as the
wife of Seeva, in his defiroying capacity, by
which the Indians mean only to exprefs the
clofe union' of Drarm and TrmEe. Seeva
therefore is not only the Tempus edaz rerum,
but he is alfo the Tempus renovator rerum.
When the Bgyptians borrowed, as it is
probable  they did, this doctrine from the
Hindoos, it appears to me that they con-
founded the perfons and fymbolsof the dei-
ties they adopted. Typhon, infiead of Ofiris,

fhould
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fhould have had the puanLus: or do they

not mean that the {ymbol in queftion belongs
to Typhon, when they fay, that Typhon
frole the genitals of Ofiris, which, after a long
fearch, Ifis recovered ? that is to fay, the
earth was deluged, and, its produce being
deftroyed, appeared to be robbed of its
fecundity, which Ifis, the: Egyptian Ceres,
the mother of fruits and grain, reftored. She
is faid to have difcovered the objeéts of her
refearch as {he traverfed the lake Philag, whi-
ther they had floated with the inundating
fiream. This hiftory may be clearly traced on
the Himdoo. zodiac, upon which Virgo 1s re-
prefented holdmga lamp in one hand, an ear
of rice-corn in the other, and ii“andmg on a
boat in water.

It is, however, our philofopher ohfcrves,
from this perpetual oppofition, or rather this

fortunate mixture of thefe two principles of

good and evil, whatever partial and tranfient
evils may in particular inftances {pring, that
there refults a general order and harmony
throughout the univerfe, in the fame man-
ner, as melody arifes from the lyre, which
is made up of difcords. Thus Hermes, when
he invented his teftudo, or harp, formed
the firings of it of the finews of Typhon,

teaching, .
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teaching, as Mentor obferves, that out of the
moft difeordant fubject hu.ru:mny may be
produced . ®

The total fum and refult of this compara-
tive parallel of the phyfical theology of India
and Egypt are, that Ofiris and Ifis, as well as
Brahma, Veellinu, and Seeva, being only re-
prefentatives of the powers creative or cre-
ated ; or, in other words, God and nature
perfonified, affume alternately every form of
being, and ave fucceflively venerated under
every appearance, whether of a celeftial ar
terrefirial kind.  We have therefore not only
Ifis omuia, but Brakma, Vecflnu, and Seeva
ammia; they ave the fupreme generative fouree
8F ALL THAT IS, OF ALL TIAT EVER WAS;
they pervade “all fpace, they amimate ali
being ; and, as has been before obferved in
the langnage of the Bhagavat, thefe beings

I EVERY WHERE ALWAYS,

* Plutarch de Iiide ex.Ofiride, p. 95

Fxv or Vor. 111,
-

Llﬁ-tl'l'ul'ml I"m'l:r
mm, Linculs's-lnn Firlds,
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