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INTRODUCTION,

This monograph is an attempt to give a deseriptive and historical account of the
chief monuments in the group of buildings found within the enclosure of the village of
Nigamu-d Din, as well as brief biographical notices of the saint and other important
personages who lie buried there, and whose tombs have been noticed. It is diffioult
to relate the history of a saint without legends, and here also a few of the legendary
accounts, which testify to the mirnculous powers of the saint, have been narrated,
but they have been confined to only those which are of a historical nature and, in most
cases, have been referred to in authentic historical records. Some of the anthorities
quoted here are quite rare, not noticed before in any of the publications dealing with
the shrine of Shaikh Nigamu-d Din, and they throw additional light on its history.

My best thanks are due to Mr. J. A. Page, A.R.LLB.A., Superintendent, Muham-
madan and British Monuments, Northern Circle, who kindly arranged to supply me
with the plan snd photographs. 1 should also acknowledge with thanks the valuable
assistance of Maulvi Ashfaq Ali in collecting material for this monograph.

Devn : ZAFAR HASAN, Assistant Superintendens,
August 1st, 1919. Archacological Survey of India, Delhi.
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A GUIDE TO NIZAMU-D DIN.

£

The tomb of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din is one of the most popular shrines in India,
being visited by pilgrims from all parts of the country. Tt is situated in a village,
called after the saint, which lies some four miles to the south of Shihjahindbad (Dehli
city) on the Delhi Muttra road,

Shaikh Nizimu-d Din, whose real name was Mubammad, was surnamed Sultinu-l
Maghaikh Shaikh Nizimu-d Din Auliyi! He was a Chishti saint, fourth in succession
from Khidja Mu'inu-d Din Chighti of Ajmer, the founder of the line, the second having
been Khiiaja Qutbu-d Din Bakhtivar Kaki, better known as Qutb Sghib whose shrine
1s at Mehrauli, and the third Shaikh Faridu-d Din Mas‘iid Shakar Ganj of Piak Patan,
the Pir or preceptor of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din.

The original home of his ancestors, who were Sayyid by caste, had been Bulkhiira.
It was the grandfather of the saint, named Sayyid ‘Ali-al Bukhiiri,2 who immigrated
with his cousin Sayyid Khiidja ‘Arab into India during the early Muslim invasions,
They first stayed at Lahore, but afterwards proceeded to Badaiin, and as the latter
city was the chief religious place at that time, they selected it for their residence.®
Sayyid Ahmad, the son of Sayyid “Ali, was appointed Qazi of Badiiin? by the Sultan
of the time. Khudja ‘Arab issaid to have been a wealthy man, having a large number
of slaves who carried on trade with his capital.® The relationship between the two
cousins, Sayyid ‘Ali and Khiija ‘Arab, was further strengthened by the marriage
of Sayyid Ahmad with Bibi Zulaikha, the daughter of Khiidja ‘Arab, and our saint
was born of this union at Badafin on Wednesday the 27th of Safar in the year 638
A.H. (9th October 1238 A.D.)* Sayyid Almad does not seem to have lived long after

 Thomaratu-l Guds, folio 186 (a) ; A £baru-l A FRyar, p. 55,

* Sigarw-l duligd, pi 845 T)omaritu-d Quids, folio 150 (a) and (B) ; Shajeratu-l Amwdr, folio 200 (5) ; dskar-
Abnir, p. 82; Agjbarud A bpgiv, p. 55, Farighta followed by a few other authiorities gives the name of the grand-
father of the saint as Dinyil, snd says that he came to India feom Ohaani (Tdri g4-i Farighta, pt. 11, p. 301).

* Sigaru-l Awbigd, p. 4 1Y omardte-d Quds, folio 186 {B).

& Mirats Aftsh Numd, folio 93 (5),

& Sigaru-l Auliyd, pe 04,

* Shajaratu-l Anwdr, folio 2700 ; Siyaru-l Anliyd, p, 154, Tarigh-i Farigita (pt. 11, p. 301) and Fhasinati-;
Apfiyd (vol. I p. 320) recerd the birth of Shaikh Nigimu.d Din in the year 34 AH. (1238 A.D.) while Mirat-i
Aftal Nwma has it in 635 2. H. (1237 A.D.), But the suthor of Bigaru-1 Auliyd was a disciple and contemporary
of the saint, and his statement may be considered more reliable, All these autharitics, however, concur in the
date of the month, which is given as the 27th of Safar, the second month of Hijra year,

Biography ot
Shaikh
Nizamu-d
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His ancestors.

His birth.
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his marriage, for he died when Shaikh Nizimu-d Din was only five years old. The
saint was thus brought up by his mother, who acquitted herself admirably of her
charge.

At the age of 16 Shaikh Nizimu-d Din repaired from Badain to Dehli to complete
his education* and he studied there for three or four years under Ehiiaja Shamsu-d
Din, the most distinguished scholar of his time, upon whom the emperor Ghiyathu-d
Din Balban subsequently conferred the post of Wazir with the title of Shamsu-1 Mulk2
It was on this oceasion that Shaikh Nizaimu-d Din contracted a friendship with Shaikh
Najibu-d Din Mutawalkkil, the younger brother of Shaikh Faridu-d Din Mas'fid Shakar
Ganj, which resulted in his becoming s disciple of the latter. He is known to have
heard of Shakar Ganj at Badaiin, and in the company of Shaikh Najibu-d Din learnt
so much of his saintly attributes, that he was inspired with the desire of seeing him,
Daring this period he lost his mother,® and was free to go to Ajodhan now known as
Pik Patan, where Shakar Ganj was living. It is stated that after completing his educa-
ton at Dehli, Shaikh Nizamu-d Din expressed a desire for the post of Qizi of that city,
but Shaikh Najibu-d Din dissuaded him from it.*

In the year 655 A (1257 A.D.) when 20 years old, Shaikh Nizimu-d Din set
out for Pik Patan® He was received with marked favour by Shaikh Faridu-d Din
Shakar Ganj, who forthwith made him his disciple, and after a short training of seven
months and & few days sent him back to Dehli, entrusted with the commission of public
guidances Subsequently on the 3rd of Ramazin 663 A.H (29th June 1265 A.D.)7
Shakar Ganj appointed Shaikh Nizimu-d Din his chief disciple, and granted him a
certificate to this effect, which is preserved in Siyaru-] Auliyd (pp. 117-119), while at
the time of his death, which happened a few months later on the 15th of Muharram
664 A H. (27th October 1265 A.D.).* the former bequeathed to the latter the relics, viz.,
a cloak, a prayer carpet and a staff which he had inherited from his own preceptor
Khiidjs Qutbu-d Din Bakhtiyar Kaki?

On his return to Dehli after the short stay at Pak Patan in 655 A.H. (1257 A.D.)
Shaikh Nizimu-d Din had no place to live in, nor did he like the bustle of the city.
Accordingly, after a sojourn of a few years there, he settled finally at Ghiyathpur, which
was an insignificant village at that time, but according to legend, selected as his resi-
dence under divine guidance!® There he built a thatched house on the bank of the river

t Sigaru-l Aulipd, p. 100 ; Shajoratu-l dwwdr, lolio 274b. Arcording to TdridA- Fonghia (pt. IT, p. 301)
sind Siyarn.d * Arifin (p. 59) the ssint was 25 years old when he went to Dehli, whils in Thamardfu-! Guds (folie 187
(b)) his departure is said to have taken place at the age of 12.

t T bd-d Farighia, pt. 11, p. 36

' [bid, p. 861,

¢ fhid, pp. 39192,

& Rihata-d (alid, p. 2 et soq 1 Siparn-i Aubipd, py. 107 and 154 ; Shaforatu-l Anwdr, follo 276 (a) and 284{a),

* Tarigh- Forighta, pt. I1, p. 302 ; Khnsinatud Agfiyd, vol 1, 320,

¥ ‘[he author of Sigarud Aufigd (p. 110) gives the date of this event sy 800 L B (1271 AD), which eannot
be correct, as Shakar Ganj died early in the year 664 A H. (1265 A.LD.).

 Khacinatu-d Agfigd, vol. T, p. 820 ; Sigaru-d Aulipg, p. 01 ; A f4bdeu-1 A Lhyir, p. 54 Farighta (pt. IL p. 300)
wrroneonsly plaoes the death of Shailh Faridu-d Din Shakar Ganj in the year 760 AH. {1368 A.D.) ; he also makes
a mistake in the date of his birth, which he gives 55 584 A H. [1188-80 A.D.). Acconiing to Siyarn-l Auliyd Shakar
Ganj was born in 560 AH. (1173-74 AD.), while in 584 A H lie beosms the disciple of BEhiidjs Qutbu-d Din.

¥ Sewarw-l Auligh, pp. 116-122; Shajavatu-l Anudr, folios 234 (a) and 286 ().

W Siyaru-l Auligd, pp. 108-11 ; [homordin-! (huds, folios 226-27 ; Tardd-i Farighte, pt. 11, p. 593 Shejoratud
Ansoir, folio 288 (m Kdazinatu<d Agfiyé, vol 1, p. 490,
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Jamna, where subsequently during the reign of ‘Alau-d Din Khalji, Khiidgja Ziyiu-d
Din ‘Imidu-1 Mulk, one of his disciples, erccted a monastery ( Khangdh) for him.! Local
tradition avers that the dilapidated building, known as the Chillagah of Shaikh Nigamu-
d Din, which stands at the north-east corner of the enclosure of Humiyifin's tomb, is
the house occupied by the Shaikh during his lifetime. Once settled in this village, he
lived there until the close of his life, and was buried there after his death. Ghiyathpur,
the original name of the village still survives, but has been given to a pat(i or subdivi-
sion of Nizimpur,

A few years after settling at Ghiyathpur, the fame of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din as a
saint was established, and his convent was attended by large numbers of disciples,
The transference of the royal residence to Kilitkhyi,? some two miles to the south-east
of Ghiyathpur, during the reigns of Mu‘izzu-d Din Kaiqubad and Jalilu-d Din Khalji,
increased the number of his followers, and made him popular among the nobles and
the attendants of the court, who came in the train of these emperors and resided in
his neighbourhood. The author of Sivaru-l Auliyi relates this event in the very words
of the saint as follows : “ At the time I settled at Ghiyathpur, it had been only an in-
significant village with very little population, but when Kaiqubad took his residence at
Kilakhri, u crowd of people came over here, and the nobles, the courtiers and the public
disturbed me by their visits,”'?

The popularity of Shailh Nizimu-d Din among the nobles and courtiers soon made
bhim known to the emperors of Dehli, although he disliked their company and did not
care to attend the royal court. Jalilu-d Din and his successor ‘Alau-d Din Khalji
treated him with great respect, and the latter emperor is known to have asked his
prayers iv cases of emergency, On the other hand, the emperors Qutbu-d Din Khalji
and Ghiyathu-d Din Tughlaq were by no means favourably disposed towards the saint,
and conceived measures to persecute him, thus, according to common belief bringi
about their own ruin. Of the many stories told about the relations of the saint with
the emperors, the following, which refer to historical events, deserye repetition,

b Shafarated Anwir, foliog 288-80 and 329 (b), woo also Thamaritu-l Quis, falio 997 (e}

® Kalqubid gave np residing in the oity (Old Dellr), snd, guitting the Red Palnoe, ho built o splendid palics,
and laid out & besutiful garden at Kilakhri, on the banks of the damua.  Thither he retived with the nobles wnd
attendants of his vourt, and when it was seen that he had resolved apon residing there, the noblos aml officers also
buile palaces and dwellings, and, taling up their abode thers, Kilijghri beeame a populons place.  (Elliot, vol,
I, p 126; Zigd-i Barni, T T

Sultin Jalalu-d Din Fires Ehalji asoend the throne in the palace of Kildjhr, in the Vewr 058 AH. (1280
A,  The people of the oity (of Daili) had for pighty years been governed by soversigns of Turk extriotion,
and were averss to the sucesssion of Bhljis ; for this reason the new Sultin did not Eo into the oapital. The grest
ot arl nobles, the learnod man, the o fsialy, and the celebritios with whom the city was then fillid, went out to
pay their respects to the new Soltin, and to roceive robes. In the course of the first year of the roigh the oitizens,
the soldiers and traders, of all degross and olassos, went to Kilakhri, whees the Sultin had » public Darbse,

tion of & splendid garden in front of it on the banks of tho Jamna.  The peinees anil nobles and officurs, and the

principal men of the city, were commandad to build houses at Kilaghei. Several of the traders were also brought
from Diehli, and bagars weors establishd, Kiliighri then obtained the name of * New town' A Jolty stone fort

W comimenand sod the orootion of its defances wis :ﬂuthdhthumbiu.whudjﬂﬂudmnmkrﬂluﬂding-mm;

in thres or four yeirs houses sprung up on every side, and the markots becams well supplied. (Kllist, wol. 111,
13536 .Hﬂ-u M._. 175-76.)
* Siguru-l Auligd, p. 111, soe also Thomardtu-I Quds, falio 297 (a) and Siajaratu-l Ansedr, folio 248 ().

His relation
with the
emperors of
DelhL



il

4 A GUIDE TO NIZAMU-D DIN.

Jalalu-d Din Khalji who was probably the first emperor of Dehli to pay regaed to
the saint, once offered him a village for his maintenance, but the saint refused to
acoept it,) and refused also the emperor’s request for permission to attend his monas-
tery.? ‘Alfu-d Din Khalji who also entertained great respect for the saint, was similarly
refused the privilege of attending upon him?® In the year 703 A.H. (1303 AD)
Dehli was invaded by the Mughals under Targhi Beg, and the emperor “Alau-d Dib,
whose chosen forces were absent on an expedition to Wirangal in the Deccan, was nob
in a position to face the enemy. He entrenched himself, however, at Siri, whereon
the Mughals entered the city many times. and plundered the stores of grain, At length
the emperor had recourse to Shaikh Nizimu-d Din, and it is related that the same night
Targhi Beg was seized with panic and retired to his own country.*

In the year 710 A_H. (1310-11 A.D.) when Malik Naib (‘Aldu-d Din's general,
better known as Malik Kafiir) having conquered Arangal (Warangal) was returning
to Dehli loaded with booty, the news did not reach the capital for some time owing to
the disarrangement of the posts (Thdnas). This caused much anxiety to the emperor,
who sent two of his nobles, Malik Qardi Beg and Qézi Mughithu-d Din, to Shaikh Nizimu-
d Din with a request to favour him with intelligence by divine revelation. The saint
informed them of the victory of the royal force and predicted many other conguests
to the royal arms. The next day news of the conquest of Warangal arrived from
Malik Naib.®

‘Alfu-d Din himself was not a follower of the gaint, but at the instance of Malik
Qard Beg, the princes Khizr Khin and Shadi Khiin were made his disciples, on which
occasion the emperor sent him a gift of two lacs of fankas for the attendants of his
convent O( sits*laa 23, 0). 1In this connection Farishta writes * The magnificent
building which stands at his tomb was erected by Khizr Khin.” The name of the

| building, however, is not given, but it probably refers to the mosque now known as

Jami'at Khina.

Qutbu-d Din, the successor of "Aldu-d Din, was not on good terms with Shaikh
Nigamu-d Din, and Amir Khurd, the author of Siyaru-l1 Auliya and a disciple of the saint
gives the following reasons for it. * The emperor had erected a Jami® mosque at Sird,
the new capital of * Aldu-d Din. On the first day after its completion he announced
that all the saints and learned men of Dehli should offer their Jum'a prayers in his
newly built mosque. The saint however took no heed of the royal mandate, declaring
that he had a mosque for prayer in his own neighbourhood. Again, it had been a prac-
tice for all the nobles, learned men and saints to attend the court on the first day of

every Junar month in order to offer greetings to the emperor. Shaikh Nizimu-d Din
did not observe this ceremony personally, but sent his slave Iqbal. Thereapon the

t Biyarn-t Auliyd, p. 114 ; Siajorabed Anudr, folio 201,

* Jbid, p. 135.

& Zigd-i Bared, 332 ; Biyaru-l Auliga, p, 185 ; Thawmerdtu-l Quis, folio 190:

& Taridh-i Farigita, pt. 1, pp. 111-2 ; Brigge, vol 1, pp. 3563-66. Thixevent has alvo been refarred fo Ly
Ziya-i Barul, but he makes no mention of the saint.  He says :—"After two months the prayers of the wretched
prevailed, and the aocursed Thrghi retreated towards his own country.” (Zigd-i Burwi, pp. 301-2 ; Elliot, vol,
111, op. 100-01.)

¥ Ziyi-i Barwi, pp. 931-2 ; Tidrikh-i Farigita, pt. 1, p. 110,  This acconut is also given in Thamardtu-! Quds
(tolio 192 a and b) and KAasinatu-{ Afiya (vol. 1, pp. 333-34), but with a little varistion in certain particulars,

* Tavikh~i Farighta, 111, . 384 ; see also Tl amanitu-I Quds, folio 192 (a) and Klesinatu-1 Agfiyd, vol. 1, p. 331,
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enemies of the saint sought to stir up the emperor against him, and the latter decided
to punish him if he failed to attend the court at the next moon. But it so happened
that the emperor was killed by his favourite slave Khusrau Khin on the very night of
the first moon, before hie could carry out his intention.'? Tarikh-i Farishta, followed
by Khazinatu-l Asfiva, records that the emperor (Quthu-d Din bore a grudge against
Shaikh Nizimu-d Din because of Khizr Khin, a disciple of the saint whom Quthu-d-
Din killed on ascending the throne.? But this statement is not supported by facts :
Khizr Khan and Shiadi Khan were imprisoned i the fort of Gawiliyvar and blinded by
Malik Niib, who had placed prince Shihibu-d Din, a boy of seven years, on the throne
after the death of ‘Alau-d Din, while the accession of Qutbu-d Din took place after
the deposition of Shihabu-d Din.?

The hostility between the emperor Ghiyathu-d Din Tughlaq and the saint is well
known, and different stories are narrated to explain it. The one given in Tarilh-i
Farighta (pt. 11, pp. 397-398) and Shajaratu-1 Anwir (folios 895-6) runs as follows :—

Khusrau Khin, who ascended the throne after the murder of the emperor Qutbu-d
Din, made a gift of a sum of money .0 each of the saints in his dominion, A few of
them refused to accept it, while the others kept it in deposit, but Shaikh Nizimu-d
Din spent the whole amount he had received. Ghiyathu-d Din Tughlaq on his acces-
pion to the throne demanded the money distributed by Khusrau Khiin,  Most of the
saints paid what was due from them, but Shaikh Nizimu-d Din did not make any res-
ponse to the royal demand. Thereupon, the opponents of the saint thought it a good
opportunity to accuse him of indulging in music which is forbidden by the Muslim reli-
gion as propounded by Imam Abai Hanifa.* and suggested to the emperor to elicit the
views of theologians on the subject. Accordingly the saint was summoned to the
fort of Tughlaqabad to clear himself of the charge brought against him. While the
discussion was going on between the theologians and the saint, in the presence of the
emperor, Mauling ‘llmu-d Din, the grandson of Shaikh Bahiu-d Din, reached the
court from Multan, and the matter was referred to him. The Maulina, who was a
great authority, justified Shaikh Nigimu-d Din’s pleasure in music, and the latter
was allowed to return home. The emperor however, although he did not interfore
with the saint, was not pleased with him. Whilst he was returning from Bengal, he
sent word to the saint fo leave Dehli before his arrival. The saint who was then ill,
said in reply " Dehli is still far off " and this prediction came to pass, for the emperor
never regched Dehli, being crushed to death by the fall of a house at Tughlaqabad.
The prediction has now become g proverb in India.

Ibn-i Batiita, who visited India during the reign of Muhammad Shah Tughlaq,
a few years after the death of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din, makes the following reference to
him.

** There was then at Dehli a saint, Nizimu-d Din of Badadin. Jinan Khin (name
of the emperor Muhammad 8hah when he was a prince) often visited him to implore his

' Biyaru-l Aulign, pp. 15051, see also Thamardin-1 Quwids, folio 193 (a) and (b},

* Tari kij-+ Farighta, pt. 11, pp. 304-05 ; Khasisatud Apfigd. val. 1, p. 331,

* Zigd-i Barmi, pp, 372 seq ; Tarikh-i Farigita, pt. 1, p. 128 ; Khuldgutu-t Tawdriis, PP 228-20,

* Imim Abfi Hanifa also called Imam- *Agnm was oneof the lour juriseonsults of lslim, vz, lmim Abg Hanifa

Feint Elanbal, Imim Shafa'i and Imim Malik, from whom are derived the various codes of Muilim jurisprodence.
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prayers. Ome day he told the servants of the Shaikh to let him know when the latier
should be in a state of ecstacy. When this happened Jinin Khin was accordingly
informed. As soon as the Shaikh saw him he exclaimed * We gave you the kingdom.”
In the meanwhile the Shaikh died, and Jiman Khan bore his bier upon his shoulders,
The emperor (Ghiyathu-d Din Tughlaq) heard of this, and was much anmoyed.™

The statement of 1bn-i Batiita is not very reliable, being contradicted by the fact
that the saint died a few months after Ghiyathu-d Din Tughlaq, whose death is com-
monly believed to have been caused by the curse of the saint.

At the age of 89 the saint fell ill,® and after & continued sickness of a few months
died at sunset on Wednesday the 18th of Rabi‘a Il in the year 725 A.H. (8rd April

1325 A.D.). On his deathbed he distributed all his property to the poor, while he

presented his clothes to his chief disciples. The sacred relics,® which had descended
to him from his preceptor, Shaikh Faridu-d Din Shakar Ganj, were passed on to Shaikh
Nagiru-d Din Chirfigh-i Dehli, whom he thus declared his successor, advising him to
stay at Dehli, and to bear patiently the persecution, which should be inflicted upon him.

Carr Stephen (pp. 102-103) makes the following remarks about the saint —

“ There were Muhammadan saints in India who are still reckoned as superior to
Nizim-u ddin in piety and in ‘the secret knowledge of the future’; brt none equal-
led him in the hold he acquired on such varied classes of his co-religionizts, Of his own
fraternity, the well known Chishtis, there are three names before whom royalty has
humbled itself, and which still hold a place in the daily thoughts and feelings of
thousands of believers.” ** While living, he drew the pious allegiance of eager multi-
tudes, und after his death, down to the very date of our deseription, pilgrimages are
made to his tomb from all parts of India, and miracles are still worked there for the
believing.”4

Shaikh Nigimu-d Din is said to have worked many miracles, which need not
be related here. In accordance with the advice of his pregeptor he did not marry.5
The sttendants of the shrine who reside in the village of Nizimu-d Din and are styled
Pirzadas are the descendants of his sister. He was also the founder of a Sufic order,
subsidiary to that of Chishtiya and known after him as Chishtiya Nizdmiya. The
‘Urs or anniversary of Shaikh Nizamu-d Din is celebrated on the 17th and 18th of

Rabi'a II, when his shrine is attended by large numbers of visitors and a mela is held
there

3 Tbn<i Batita, p. 88 ; £llipd, vol. 111, pp. 0609-10, see also Keene, p. 53,

* Bigaru-l Auligd, p. 154 ; Shajoratu-1 Anmwdr, folio 336 seq. Historians differ regarding the age of the ssint.
Tari&a « Farigita (pt. I1, p. 508) says 85 years, while in Khnzinatu-d Agfigi (vol. L p. 338) it is quoted 28 94 years
from Mwipbirn-l Wagilin and Sjajras ehighfiyd and 01 vears from Tadhbiratu-1 Dahigin snd Siyern-d Agfiya,

1t in interesting to note that the number of these rolics differ uecording to various authors, but all conowr in
saying that the saint gave to Chirigh-i Dehli * All what he had inherited from Shaikh Faridu-d Din Shakar Ganj.”
According to Jhamaritu-I Guds {folio 261 a and b) these relics consisted of a cloak, a prayer carpet, s staff, & wooden
bowl, & rosary and & pair of shoes. Farishta (vol. IL, p. 395) repeats the list, but leaves out the pair of shoes, while
Kiarinatud Apfiya (vol. 11, p. 337-8) omits the shoes as well as the rosary. Sigarud Auligs (p. 122) makes no
mention of the bestowal of these relics upon Chiragh-i Dehli, but it records that only the first three articles, viz.,
tloak, n carput and u staff were received by Shaikh Nigimu-d Din from Shakar Ganj,

* One of the Amirs of the court of Akbar, Hushmu-d Din, * though s young masn, sxpressed to the commandar
hhwi-hturadgnthamieumdunufwgirnmwmbuimmmuﬂu Aulif in Dibli. Akbar permitted his
rosignation. Husm lived for thirty years as an ascetio in Dibli.” (Jin-i Akbarf, vol. I, p. 440-41.)

* Tarikd-i Farights, pt. 11, p. 398 ; Klazinatu-l Agfiyi, vol 1, p. 336.
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The village of Nizimu-d Din was enclosed by a rubble masonry wall, which was Village of
repaired by Nawib Ahmad Bakhsh Khin of Firozpur! about the year 1223 A H. (1808 Niziamu-d Din.
A.D.), when he restored the veranduh surrounding the tomb of the saint, The enclosing
wall together with the gateways on the east, west and north which gave entrance to
the village is now in ruins; The southern part of the village, where lies a Kot or walled
enclosure, is reserved for the residences of the attendants at the shrine ; while the
northern part, termed Yardni Ghabiitra, is occupied by innumerable graves and tombs
of the followers of the saint, including those of the Mughal princes and nobles, who
were attracted by its sanctity to select it for their last resting place.

The main entrance to the shrine of Shaikh Nizamu-d Din is through a battlemented
doorway at the north-east corner of the village, about 100 yards to the south of the
road from Humayfn's tomb to Safdar Jang., On entering it, the fiest object of interest Baoliof

¢ which meets the eye is a baoli (Plate I, b), said to have been built by the saint, who NZamusd Din,
initiated the work by digging with his own hands;? and uttered a blessing on its water
that he who drank one drop of it should have no fear against the fire of hell® An
interesting anecdote concerning its erection is related loeally. It is said that
the saint was building his well at the same time that the emperor was engaged in con-
strueting the fort of Tughlaqabad, and Ghiyathu-d Din anxious for its completion,
did not want to have any of the Dehli workmen employed elsewhere. They were
accordingly prohibited from working on the bioli and compelled to work at Tughlaqga-
bad. They worked, however, for the saint at night. Therenpon the emperor
prohibited the sale of oil to the saint, but the workmen found the water of the bioli
answer their purpose equally well. Nizamu-d Din complained to Sayyid Mahmiid
Behir, who happened to be building a mud wall, and the latter, angered at the emperor's
persecution of the saint, levelled his mud wall to the ground exclaiming at the same
time “ I have destroyed his empire.””* The water of the baoli, which is brackish, is
considered holy by believers, who bathe in it and consider it efficacions in curing dis-
eases and expelling evil spirits.

The baoli measures internally 123" by 53° and is enclosed by dressed stone walls
on the south, east and west, while on the north are the descending steps which are
said to go to a great depth into the well. On the 1st July 1918 there were 38 steps
above the water level. On the west wall of the baoli are several tombs including a
double storeyed mosque called the G&ini k& Burj, and from the top of these huildings
men and boys dive for bakhshish into the water below from a height of some sixty feet.

The Ghini kd Burj, which is in a dilapidated state, measures 21’ by 127 9" inter- Chinii Ka Bus.
ally, and has three arched openings on the east. The upper storey consists of & domed
chamber 9 4" square with remnants of tile decoration on the outside, which has given
the building its name. Internally, the walls of this upper chamber, which nre pro-
fusely ornamented with incised plaster and tile work, bear fragmentary verses lament-
ing the death of a lady, named Zuhra,

Another building worthy of notice on the west wall of the baoli is a tomb, locally Tomb of Baz
known as that of Bai Kokaldi. It is an elegant marble pavilion 13' 6* by 117 5 covered Kokaldi,

' Afhdru-s Sanadid (ed, Cawnpore 1908), chapter ITT, p, 28 (od. Lucknow, 1900), chapter I, p. 4%
* Afhdru-g Sanddid (e Locknow 1900), chapter 1, P- AL

* Thamaratu-] Quds, folio 264 (a),
* Care Stephen, pp. 112.3.
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by a vanlted roof, and containing three arched openings shaded by a chhajja on each
of its four sides. An inscribed marble tablet is set into the floor of the building, and
refers to its erection in the year 948 A.H. (154142 A.D.). The name of its founder
1 not given in the inscription, but it is apparent that it was not originally intended as
the tomb of Bl Kokaldi, who died in the year 1080 A.H. (1669-70 A.D.), more than
a hundred years after the erection of the building. The inseription runs as follows : —

PO e g PR
ey by Jjie Lﬁ_,i-l.-fm-’-‘-\.;jdm iy JJ.r*'l L allla 429y ol (1)
cLLS e e s B B e ) plasd e B G(F)
B B sy ela g ol il Sifsa Jall ol (AR cla e (F)
- M
Translation.
“ With, the name of him who is holy.
(1) This paradise-like tomb with excellent windows is a pleasait mansion and
dwelling place like a palace in paradise,
(2) While this structure remains glorious in the sight of the people, spectators
from every direction shall behold it with pleasure.
(3) As it is a place of pleasure, 1 said to the wise for the chronogram of the date
of its erection ‘ a place and what a pleasant place.’
The scribe of this is Husain Chighti.”
The grave of Biii Kokaldi, which is of marble, lies inside the pavilion slightly to
the west. It is inscribed with the 98 attributes of God and a quotation from the Quran,

on the south side being the following inscription which contains the name of the deceased
and the date of her death.

el o Sle Joo P e =T I i ) |
. o= ok o WL el sar e (p)
teA[s] sha Jl& ol L

Translatvon.

(1) I enquired of the lieart, which is pure and of innocent disposition, the year

of her death.

(2) It heaved & deep sigh and bid me say “ May she be a companion of the houris

of paradise.’
Bii Kokaldi, the daughter of Muliyam Khin the year 108[0]."

The date in figures is not clear, but from the chronogram it is caleulsted as 1080
AH. (1669-70 A.D.).

No information is forthcoming about Bai Kokaldi or her father Muliyam Khan,
Sangi Beg, the author of Sairu-1 Manizil (folio 413) is of opinion that she was a mistress
of Mubammad Shiih, but this cannot be correct as her death antedated the birth of
the emperor, which occurred in 1114 AT (1702 A D). From the fact that she was
buried in a building of some pretension in the vicinity of the shrine of Shaikh Nizamu-d
Din, it may he hazarded that Biii Kokaldi wasa follower of the saint, anda lady of
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some consequence. The tomb is also noticed in Miftahu-t Tawdrikh (p. 274) where
only the inscription on the grave is given.

Adjacent to the tomb of Bai Kokaldi is a ruined pavilion of red sandstone known
as Lal Chaubars, which contains a small marble grave assigned by local tradition to a
child of royal family.

On the east and south walls of the bdoli is & narrow passage, which leads to the
tomb of the saint, and has recently been paved with red stone slabs by the Hon'ble
Mr. Justice Mubammad Rafiq, Judge of the High Court of Allahabad and a resident
of Delhi, On the south and partly on the east, this passage is covered with a vaulted
roof, which together with the rubble built structure immediately on the south was
constructed by Malik Sayyidu-l Hujjab Ma‘rif, the chamberlain of Firoz Shah, in
the year 781 A.H. (1379-80 A.D.).! An inseription on the southern arch of the
entrance, which gives access from the bdoli enclosure to the tomb of the saint, refers
to the date and the erection of this building. It is engraved on a red sandstone slab
in Naskh characters and runs as follows :—

: pragdl ea )l alll !
U S S P S e s (1)
I,Hsr ol ﬂb.l".}.pl-i ha s RS osal e e (p)
phoe of Sl ) Ll e b Ga jl @t Ghe (P)
ple ol il 5 Gt dAB el s Wy e ()
b ap el Jal b e WY it allosay  (0)
e MG bl e el Gae o s s (4)
P f 5 e Gk eew e w3 Be s e b (V)
P B e e g MR Gye Le wa Bl ()
P e 9 e ghe e G b Ly (4)
Ee ph ol e b o el ) #0  h= (1)
pet s, W wld L. O K olita ; saias wsb (1))
Translation.
“ With the name of God who is mereiful and clement.
(1) In the reign of the great king, the fortanate monarch and the descendant of
Adam,

(2) The support of the religion of Ahmad (i.e., the Prophet), (named) Firoz Shih,

who is a king, Lord of the happy constellation and the greatest sovereign,

(3) The slave Ma'rif was assisted by God, and he made firm the foundation of thias

building

(4) In the neighbourhood of the tomb of Shaikhu-l Maghiikh Nizamu-l Haq

Waddin, the polar star of the world.
(5) Wahidu-d Din Quraishi, my father, who was a companion of the devotees
(of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din),

(6) And who was confident in the secrets of the friend of God (Nizimu-d Din)

with good faith and sincerity,

' dthdru-s Sanadid (ed Lucknow, 1900), chapter I, . 43.

Arcaded pas.
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(7) When he brought me before the chief of the world (Nizamu-d Din), he (the
latter) took me in his arms and named me.

(8) And the Shaikh with the breath of Jesus named me Ma'riif' in his own utterance,
in this world.

(9) 1 hope through that auspicious utterance to attain to fame in the next world
also.

(10) Read the date of the completion of this building as welcome when you visit
this place.

(11) It was seven hundred and eighty one from Hijrat when this building was
erected ; God knows best.”

Ma‘riif was a favourite noble of Fivoz 8hah having the rank and title of Malik
Sayyidu-l Hujjab (the chief of chamberlaing). He together with his father Khiiaja
Wahid Quraishi was a disciple of Shaikh Nigamu-d Din, and Malik Sayyidu-l
Hujjab enjoyed great fame for his piety and goodness towards people. Firoz
Shah conferred great favours on him and entertained such a high opinion about
his sagacity that he always consulted him in the affairs of the country. The
story of his having been named by Shaikh Nizamu-d Din, as related in the epigraph,
has been repeated by Shams Siraj ‘Afif (pp. 445-451), who says that the Shaikh was
performing ablutions when the father of Malik Sayyidu-l Hujjab brought him on the
very day of his birth to the Shaikh, and the latter called him Ma‘riif and put & drop
of the water of his ablutions into his mouth,

Further south, the passage leads to the enclosure which contains the tomb of
Shaikh Nizamun-d Din and is entered by a doorway on the north. The enclosure,
measuring 124" 3" north to south by 57" 4" east to west, is paved with marble, and is
surrounded on the north, south and east by Jali screens of red sandstone, while on the
west is the mosque known as Jami‘at Khana. ™V

The tomb of the saint (Plate III, a) stands in the centre of the enclosure. It
measures 31° 9" square externally, the verandah, which is 6" 9" in width and paved with
marble, having 5 arched openings on each side, the openings measuring alternately
5 6" and 3’ 8". The columns of the verandah carry multifoiled arches, which in turn
support a red sandstone chhajja. Above the latter is a pinjra parapet topped by a
series of dwarl domes, the corners of the parapet being emphasised by dwarf marble
ehhatris with gilt finials, The arches of the verandah are usually hung with heavy
cotton pardaks. The tomb chamber, which measures 15" 8" square internally and
17" 7" square externally, is entered through a silver-plated door on the south side, flanked
by marble screens, It is lit by openings filled with marble jali screens, set in sandstone
frames, and also usually kept screened by pardahs. The floor round the grave is of
marble, The dome, which is of bulbous type, springs from an octagonal drum, and
is ornamented by vertical stripes of black marble and topped by the usual cresting,
which serves as a base for the gilded finial. Internally, the dome is richly decorated
with gold and coloured painting. It was much faded, and H. K. H. the Nizam of
Hyderabad recently made a grant of money for its restoration, which has been
carried out by the Public Works Department, Delhi, under the supervision of the

! Ma‘riif literally means famons, and this mesning is alluded toin the verse Uih, whersin the M
expresses o hope to attain fame in the next world.




A GUIDE TO NIZAMU-D DIN. 1t

Archwological Department. To the north and east of the grave, the wall contains
three screens of marble lattice work, the centre screen being larger than those on either
side, while in the centre of the western wall is a gilded mifrab. A wooden canopy
(Plate ITI, b) hangs over the grave, and plated glass balls are suspended round it as
omaments, producing a very tawdry effect. The marhle grave, which is kept covered
with a pall, is surrounded by a balustrade of the same material measuring 8’ 3" by 4" 4"
and 1’ 1" in beight,

At the head of the grave on a wooden stand is placed a mannseript copy of the
Quran which is oddly described by Professor J, N. Sarkar as having been written by
the emperor Aurangzebl The manuscript is dated 1127 A H. (1715-18 A 1), some
nine years after the death of that emperor, and there is no internal or external evidence
to indicate that Aurangzeh or any other Mughal emperor was in any way connected
with it. The attendants of the shrine relate that the copy of the Qurin has been there
for a very long time, but they have no knowledge of its origin. X

The history of Shaikh Nizamu-d Din's tomb, which has been repaired and added
to from time to time, seems to be as follow :—

The saint was huried in the courtyard of the mosque which was built by him during
his lifetime.*  Soon nfterwards, Mubammad Shiah Tughlaq erected a cupola over his
grave.® It was omamented by his successor Firoz Shah, who writes “ T also made
the arclies of the dome and the lattice work of the tomb of his holiness Sultanu-1 Mushaikh
Nizamu-l Haq Waddin—may God purify his grave—of sandal (wood). and hing up the
golden chandeliers with chains of gold in the four recesses of the dome.™* [t was
rebuilt in the time of the emperor Akbar. Lal Beg, the author of Thamritu-l Quds, .
who was the Bakhshi (paymaster) of the prince Murid, the second son of Akhar, writing
in the year 1006 A.H. (1597-98 A.D.) says “ Let it be known that the stone pavement
of the court of his (Shaikh N izimu-d Din’s) shrine together with the latticed stone
screens and the dome of his tomb were finished during the eternal reign of Jalalu-d
Din Muhammad Akbar, the king champion of faith, by his dignified nobles such as
Bairim Ehin, A'zam Khan, Mirza Khin and Khiigja Jahin, ete."s Apparently this
refers to the re-erection of the central tomb chamber and Sayyid Faridin Khan, who
put up at the head of the grave a marble slab engraved with the following inscription
containing his name and the chronogram of the year 070 A.H. (1562-63 A.D.), seems
to have been specially connected with the building operations.

all} 1...!?"} Se=" 1Y) &Y
plala) &L 1L a2 pani 35l PN Sy @aa gl 0 af A< (1)
A A s S ad] e 5l (e ede g L ()
(Aot 4fdd chy sAle  Gx Gk e T a1 ()
fed oo 5 am Sl ats g, it 5l g e ey ()
8 seal lea 4k

-
— _— = - ———— S —

L History of Awrangzed, vol. 1, e 5-6.
? Thamaritu-I Quds, lolio 261 (k).
* Sigara-i dubiyi, p. 154 ; Shajaratu-1 Anwdr, folio 238 (5),
& Falthat-i Firoz Siaki, folio 10 ().

Y Thamardtu-d Quds, folio 263530 4a.




12 A GUIDE TO NIgAMU-D DIN.
Translation.
“ Phere is no (od but Allih and Muhammad is his prophet.
(1) Thanks (be to God} that the Khin of the dignity of the sky resolved to build
the tomb of his holiness the Ghauth! of the world (Shaikh Nizimu-d Din).
{2) He (the Khan) is the glory of the sun of (his) family and o star of the height
of honour, s Sayyid of high descent and a chief of the veneration of an angel.
(3) Its (the tomb’s) tounder was a Mashmi (a descendant of Hashim the ancestor
of the Prophet) and its builder was (also) a Hashmi, men in whose time
flourish letters.
(4) When I songht to find out its date, the pen of wisdom wrote ‘ Qiblagih® of
nobles and commoners® (i.e. all) (970 A H.=1562-3 A.D.).
(5) O Faridun turn your face with truth towards his tomb, perchance by the
favour of the saint your work may be accomplished.
Scribe of this Husain Ahmad Chishti.”
In the year 1017 A.H (1608-9 A.D.)) Farid Murtaza Khin raised over the grave
& wooden canopy inlaid with mother of pearl and incised with the following inscription :

of Lye g0 5 Lio b ap g0 |y el Jas sak (1)
of faal L JEe  pai &y ale L?Jl.i plie ,_,-".1.3,1\ 5 (r)
T S T PUBIRE. T VI iy (r)
o i o G alip e By 4 ()
o hoa fa ) o » e S omr & Y o2 0
af e (B ¥ g R 3 e e aSs (Y)
of Bt 2 w6 e 8wl L b o pe (V)
of e aaf p o=ty e U lie G, & oa ()
of  laae Wil g2 5 9yl 5l gme o &, (4)
9  lmgws or ¥ e LAl el ) Sa (1-)
of W B b w3 des Wt e e (1)
Of Iyak ii. i ol a0T oS a8y 0 Jb o 8 (i)
Translation.
(1) * For the Shaikh of Dehli (named) Nizim (u-d Din), two Farids made ready
all (that is required) in this world and in the next.
(2) One Farid gave him a transitory building, the other raised him to the position
of everlasting life.
(3) Murtaza Khiin over his grave erected a dome (lofty) as the sky.
(4) A blue cloud rose from the world, and a union dropped into the oyster shell.
(5) On the earth his square tomb threw wide its four doors (for worship) in all
its four sides.
(6) The roof of the sacred tomb did the work of the high firmament on the earth.

t Tu the conventieal language of mysties, the name Ghauth or Quib is applied to the hierarch of the saints, who
is supposed to be pre-eminently endowed with sanctity and with miraculous faculties. At Lis death his place
is helieved to be filled by sunother Ghauth.

* A place townrds which Muslims Jook during prayer, hence the most sanstified place.
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(7) The sky on its four firm pillars repeated spontaneously the takbir four times
(i.e., expressed wonder),

(8) He who turned his face away from his place (grave) turned his back on the
great Ka‘ba,

(9) And he who bowed his head to him made his face bright like & mirror,

(10) Should you serve as sweeper of his place (grave) you are capable of the work
of a hundred Messiahs,

(11) T searched for the date of this fabric, wisdom gave as mspiration—" The
dome of the Shaikh ' (1017 A.H.—1608-9 A.D.).

(12) May he who built these seven green ceilings (heavens) increase the honour

of the builder.”

Khalil-ullah Khan, entitled * Umdatu-] Mulk, who was governor of Dehli during
the reign of Shahjahan, built in the year 1063 A.H. (1652-3 A.D.) the verandah round
the tomb,! the material being marble and red sandstone. The mscription on the second
and fourth arches of the verandah towards the south referring to its erection and date
tuns as follows :—

Lﬁ"‘"’“ Wi Ao 2 GlA ) Jala olaa) Aal U Yhiale @ de .l Syf jo
Oyad iyl A4Sy 130 0 |y el () Tenp s o ob] oleealds e af A oo
Translation.

““ In the reign of his exalted Majesty §ahib Qirin Thani (the second Lord of happy
conjunction, 1.e., Shihjahin) the most humble of men (named) Khalil-ullah Khiin son of
Mir Mirin Alhusaini Ni‘matullibi, who was the governor of Shahjahanabad, erected
this verandah round the blessed tomb in the year 1063 (1652-53 A.D.).”

In the year 1169 A.H. (1755-56 A.D.) ‘Alamgir II put up the tablet bearing the
following inscription, and possibly carried out other repairs and additions as well,

e b
e e ot (U AU ol ) gt ) o ¥ ) U5 s e e (1)
e G U0 T Bals D BB ol Buals L e 5 5 el (1)
b L e & Yo L Ylas 4 RS O g‘—;?;ﬂh}"‘s.ﬂf ()
it £ Ge 205 il e S JA Ga e GIA O e less o ()
3 Ilﬂiﬂ*h}’"fﬁwuthwml!
Translation.
(1) “ He, who becomes the slave of Nizimu-d Din with his heart, receives the

royal crown of the whole world,

(2) ‘Azizu-d Din (known as ‘Alamgir 11) performed the services of a glave with
true faith ; the kingly crown of Hind (India) has now been given me (‘Azizu-
d Din).

(8) Through him is healed my wounded heart without recourse to food. prayer.
meilicine or physician.

'Slasaratu-l Amedr, folio 238 (b) ; Afhdrs-3 Sanidid (ed. Cawnpore 100M4), chapter 111, Pp 301,
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(4) Much afflicted are the people now, O beloved of God (Nizamu-d Din) ; confer
favour on sinners, as youn are a friend of God.
Under the supervision of Hoghydr ‘Ali Khiin the eunuch slave. The year 1168 (1755-6
AD)”

The language of this inscription which is old Urdu deserves special notice.

In 1223 AH. (1808-9 A.D,) Nawiib Ahmad Bukhsh Khin of Firozpur replaced
the red sandstone pillars of the verandah by others of marble.! and the curious parapet
with its line of miniature domes is apparently of the same date. In the year 1236
AM. (1820-21 A.D.) Faizullah Khiin Bangash added the copper ceiling, ornamented
with blue enamel. to the verandah.? The dome, as it now stands, was rebuilt by Akbar
Shah 11 in 1230 AL (1823-4 A.D). Inthe year 1300 A.H. (1882-3 A.D.) Khurshid
Jah of Hyderabad erected around the grave a marble balustrade engraved with the
following inscription :—

oy et ale alnd ol ael Led) (el by AW = (g B2 ek sapilad
*:‘UF‘ e u..JiB.JIJiJ 1 La

Translation.

“ Offered by the slave of slaves and the devoted servant (named) Muhaiyn-d Din
Bahadur Shamsu-1 Umari Amir Kabir Khurshid Jih, on the 21st of the month of Safar
the victorions, the year 1300 Hijra (1882-83 A.D.).”

The mosque known as Jami‘at Khina (Congregation House), which forms the
western side of the enclosure is the oldest monument at the shrine of Shaikh Nizimu-d
Din. The account of its building, as given in several historical works, is contradictory,
and it is hardly possible to say anything with certainty about the date of its erection
or its founder. According to Farishta it was built by prince Khizr Khin, the heir
apparent of ‘Aliu-d Din Khalji and a disciple of the saint.* Sayyid Ahmad Khan,
quoting the same authority, says that it was only the central compartment which was
built by that prince, while the two side ones were added by the emperor Muhammad
Shah Tughlaq on his accession to the throne.* On the other hand the anthor of
Thamiratu-1 Quds stites that the saint built this mosque himself in a period of 30 years.®
The same author also says * Two marble slabs very clean and bright, are placed near
the mihrib instead of musallah (prayer carpet), and the Shaikh is known to have offered
Lis prayer on them and said ‘Whosoever will say prayer after me on these two slabs of
stone, God shall hear him and immediately fulfil his desires.® A marble slab still lies
fixed on the floor before the central mikrah of the mosque, but this story is not lmown
to any of the attendants of the shrine. Firoz Shik claims that he constructed this
building when he decorated the tomb of the saint. He says “ I erected a new building
of Jama‘at Khina, like which there was none at that place (at the shrine of Shaikh

1 Siajaralu-l Anwedr, folio 238 (B) ; Afhdrs-y Sanddid (ed. Cawnpaore 1904), chapter TIL pril.
E Aghdru-g Sunidfid, (e Cawnpors 1004), chapter 111, p. 31,

1 Tarifht Farighta, pt. 11, p 304

¢ Aharu'y Sanadid (ed. Lucknow 1900), chapter 1, p. 35,

B Thamardiu-l Quds, Tolio 204 (a).

o fhid, folio 264 (B).
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Nizimu-d Din) before.™ It was extensively repaired by the emperor Akbar, and an
account of these repairs is recorded in Thamaritu-l Quds as follows —

" And the mosque which stands in the vicinity of the tomb was built by him,
(Shaikh Niziimu-d Din) during his lifetime in a period of thirty years as has been already
related, but its stone wos not dressed nicely. About the year 980 AH. (1572-73 A.D.)
a royal order was issued, and in a short time skilful masons, having dexterously cut
the upper surface of the stone to the depth of two fingers, dressed it clean and gave
i a pleasing finish. Many grand and big mosques are also to be found in other countries
such as Kibul, Ghazni, Gujrit, Dakhan, Kashmir and Milwa, but none of them stands
equal to it in beauty and elegance. Travellers and traders, who come over here after
visiting various countries, admit the failings in the architecture of other mosques,
and declure that they have seen no mosque so pleasing and beautiful as this

The building constructed of red sandstone is a fine specimen of the Pathan stvle of
architecture. It contains three compartments measuring 95° 9" north to south by
56' 6" east to west. The main central compartment, 38 6 square internully, is crowned
by & low dome rising from a polygonal battlemented drum, while each of the side ones
measures 53" by 19° and is covered by twin domes. These domes, which are coated
with plaster and whitewashed, are surmounted with marble pinnacles. The eastern
fagade (Plate IV, a), crowned with o row of spearhead battlements, is hroken by three
arches, which are ornamented with cusped soffits and Qurénic inseriptions. The side
arches are closed by latticed stone screens 6° 6 high each pierced at the centre by o
daorway, which gives access to the interior. The central bay projects a little from
the main face of the building, and is embellished with bands of geometric carvings and
Qurdnic inscriptions, which enclose the arch, Recessed from this latter again is an
arch, containing & doorway which gives access to the central compartment, and the
upper portion of which above the doorway is closed by a latticed screen. Op either
side of this entrance is a latticed window ornamented with inscri ptions from the Quriin,
which are also found around the internal arches and milirdbs. In the west wall there are
three mifirdb recesses, between the central and northern ones of which stands u red
sandstone mimbar renched by two steps. The recessed arched pendentives (Plate 1V,
b) ormamented with cuspings and Qurinie inscriptions are of special interest and have
been described by Mr. Beglar as “ the most beautiful in Delhi.""? From the centre of
the dome, which is lined with red sandstone, hangs an inverted cup said to be of gold,
which the Jits are said to have tried in vain to shoot down. *

The Persian inscription engraved on the east fagade between the central and the
southern arches does not make any reference to the building, but contains only the
chronogram of the death of the saint. It runs as follows :—

I T DY S
o NERE Cile ols I8 Ll pemr B al e (1)

t Fatubat-i Firaz ghdhi, 10 (2),

¥ Thamardin-l Quds, follo 264 (a).

'LE.I..Tﬂ.T'?.r.?E.
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Translation.

(1) ** The administrator (Niz&m) of two worlds, the king of water and earth surely

became a lamp for both the worlds.

(2) When I sought the date of his death, the praiser cried out from the invisible

‘ the emperor of religion’ (725 A.H.=1325 A.D).”

The Jama‘at Khiina must not be confounded with Majlis Kiina (Assembly house),
which is an uninteresting building of the Mughal period to the north. It measures
some 32' by 25" internally, and consists of a dalan, two bays deep with three arched
entrances on the south.

To the south of the tomb of Shaikh Nizamu-d Din, inside the enclosure of his shrine,
are three marble tombs containing the graves of the members of the royal Mughal
family. The westernmost one, adjacent to the south wing of the Jumad‘at Khina, is
that of Jahanara (Plate V, a) built by that princess during her lifetime.! It is an
enclosure open to the sky and measuring 13’ 9" by 11" 6" externally. The enclosing
walls, which consist of pierced niarble screens 8 in height, stand on a plinth 1° 17 high,
and contain three buys on each of the four sides, the entrance occupying the central bay
on the west. They are crowned by a parapet, perforated and carved with a floral
design, while the four angles of the enclosure as well as the entrance are marked by
slender marble pinuacles rising 4° 10”7 above the walls. The decorative parapet had
been much damaged, but it was restored by the Archmological Department in the year
1904.2 Inside, the enclosure is paved with marble and contains {fonr marble graves,
the central one being that of Jakanara. It is simple and of the usnal shape with a
shallow depression on the upper surface, in which grass is growing, and at the northern
end stands a headstone, consisting of a marble glab 6" 77 by 1" 101" (Plate V1, a) which
bears the following iuscription, written, it is said, by the princess herself :—

(A gy
el W ied JE G B e gl 058 ape il

ailay iUt lealioly el el te Kohd we ] e il spda)
1=gp &a
Translation.

“He is living and everlasting,

Let naught cover my grave save the green grass, for grass well suffices as a covering
for the grave of the lowly.

The humble and mortal Jahanira, the disciple of the Khiiijas (preeeptors) of
Chight, and the daughter of Shihjahin the king and champion of faith, may God
illuminate his demonstrations. The year 1092 (1681 A.D.)."”

The inlay work on the headstone had been much mutilated, and the following

extract from the Annual Report of the Archmological Survey of India, referring to
its restoration, will be of special interest here : —

“ The decnrai.iiifn of this headstone had suffered much at the hands of visitors
to the tomb. Origimally the letters of the inseription were inlaid in black marble,

v Mittahu-d DTowdrikd, p. 248 ; Afhdre-g Senidid (el Cownpore MM, chaptar IT1, p. 74
2 Annwwal Progress Bepeort, 1903-4, p 13 and appendix 11 ; 1804-5, p. 40.
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with a foliated border of coloured stones around ; but almost all the tassellated pieces
had been sacrilegiously picked out, and the adjoining surface of the white marble
ground had been much chipped in the process.  Of the coloured stones—agate, jasper.
and malachite—it was fortunate that some small fragments still adhered in their places ;
enough to make the restoration certain in every particular.”!

To the east of Jahanira’s grave is that of Mirza Nili, the son of the emperor Shih
“Alam IT, while to its west that of Jamilu-n Nisa, the danghter of Akbar I1, the small
grave at the foot of the last being of that lady’s child.

Jahinira, the danghter of Shahjahin and Mumtaz Mablall, was born on the 21st
Safar 1023 A H. (2nd April 1614 A.D.). She was first given the title of Begam Sihib,?
and then of Badshah Begam,® and for a long time was the principal personage in the
Royal Harem. She was a most amiable and accomplished princess, famous for her
virtues, and the foundress of many charitable institutions, such as mosgues and serais,
the most important of which was the Jami’ mosque at Agra.! A magnificent cara-
vansaral known after her as Begam’s Serai was built by the princess in Dehli at Chandn
Chauk near her gardens, which have been renamed as Queen’s Gardens, The building
has been greatly praised by Bernier® and also by Manucci, from whom the following is
quoted : ** This princess (Jahiinird) to preserve her memory, gave orders for the con-
struction of a sarde in the square, which is between the fortress and the city. This
18 the most beautiful sarde in Hindustin, with upper chambers adomed with many
paintings, and it has a lovely garden, in which are ornamented raservoirs. In this
sarde there put up none but great Mogul and Persian merchants. The king went to
view the work that had been done for his beloved Begom Saeb (Begam Sahih), and he
praised her energy and liberality.” The serai is no longer extant, but from an old map
of Shahjahinihad in the Delhi Museum of Archmology? we find that it stood at the
place now occupied by the Town hall and the Municipal office buildings.

Jahinird is also famous for her literary pursuits, Her favourite study was religion
gpecially Sufism, and she was the authoress of 4 treatise entitled M inisu-{-Arwih,
which contains the biography of Khfiaja Mu‘inu-d Din of Ajmer, with brief notices on
his chief disciples, the Chishti saints, for whom she had great respect. as is also evident
from her epitaph composed by hewsell.  An incident in her life is related in connection
with the establishment and growth of the British power in India. On the night of the
27th Mubarram 1054 A H. (5th April 1644 A.D.), as she was returning from her
father’'s apartments to the harem, her garments caught fire from a lamp, and she was
severely burnt. For some time no hopes were entertained of her recovery, but an
English physician named Gabriel Boughton, who was then at Stirat, was called in and
restored her to health. Boughton. in reward for his services, was granted u patent
ennbling his countrymen to trade free throughout Shihjahin’s dominions® On the

¥ Andial, 1002-3, p. 28

% Badsgah Namah, Vol 1, pr. L p 301,

3 Muntafhaobu-l Lubib, Vol, 1, p. 306.

Y Badghih Ndmah, Vol 1, pt. 1L, p; 52 ; Oviental Biographical Dictionry, 1. 1031,
3 Rermisr, p. 281,

* Manweei, Vol T, p. 221,

T Catalogue, p. 44, K. 2,

* Miftaku-t Tawdeifd, pp. 247-8 ; Oriental Biographical Dictionary, e 180-g0.
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deposition of her father Jahanird voluntarily shared his imprisonment in the fort of
Agra and did much to console him in his adversity, She survived him for sixteen
years dying on the 3rd Ramazan 1002 A.H. (16th September 1681 A.D.).

Contiguous with the tomb of Jahfiniirii, to the east, is that of the emperor Muham-
mad Shih (Plate VI, a), who was the last of the line of Timir to enjoy any semblance
of power. He was born on the 24th Rabi‘a I, 1114 AH. (18th August 1702 A.D.) and
crowned at Fathpur on the 15th of Ziga'da 1131 A.H, (30th September 1719 A.D.)?
The greatest event of his reign was the invasion of India by Nadir Shih in the year
1151 A.H. (1739 A.D.), and the massacre of Delhi, which followed, is still remembered
with hotror as the greatest calamity that had ever befallen the imperial city. Muham-
mad Shih survived this disaster for eight years, and died on the 27th Rabi'a 11, 1161
AH. (26th April 1748 A.D.).2

The tomb of Muhammad Shih is set in a marble enclosure similar to that of Jahin-
fri. It measures 21’47 by 15’ 10" externally and is entered through a doorway on the
east. The enclosing walls, which are composed of pierced marble screens 7' 2% high,
contain five bays on the east and west and three on the north and south sides, and
stand on an ornamented plinth 1’ 2 in height. The four corners of the enclosure are
marked with pinnacles, which also flank the doorway and central bay opposite to it
onthe west. The guldastas, at the top of these pinnacles, have now mostly disappeared.
The srch head of the entrance is scolloped; and the spandrelsare adorned with a floral
pattern in low relief. The door, which is of marble in two leaves, is embellished with a
floral design set in panels, three on each leaf of the door. The enclosure, paved with
marble, contains several uninseribed graves of the same material, the largest which
stands in the centre, being that of the emperor, The one immediately to the west is
that of his wife Sahiba Mahall, while at the foot of the last is that of the wife of Nadir
Shah's son. The grave to the west of the latter is of the lady’s infunt daughter, and
east of it lies Mirza Jigri, the grandson of Muhammad Shah, and further to the east of
this again Mirzd ‘Ahuri.  The grave in the north-cast corer is o nameless one.

Further east of the tomb of Muhammad Shih is that of Mirza Jahfingir (Plate VII,
b), the eldest son of the emperor Akbar 11, He was a frivolous young man and
often caused much annoyance to the emperor, who consequently ordered Mr. Seton
to arrest and send him as a prisoner to the fort of Allahabad. Mr. Seton posted British
soldiers at various places in the fort of Shihjahinibad, and took the prince undec
surveillance in the month of Sha'biin of the year 1224 AH. (1809 A.D.). A few days
after, he was escorted together with a few attendants of the seraglio to Allahabad fort,
and was granted a monthly allowance of Rs. 500.° Beale says that Mirza Jahfingie
was sent to Allahabad by the English, in consequence of having fired a pistol at Mg,
Setan, the Resident at Shihjabaniabad, and adds that the prince resided at Khusrau
Bagh for several years until his death in 1236 A.H. (1821 A.D.). He was first interred
in the same garden, but subsequently his remains were brought to Delhi.?

' Muntagpabu-l Lutab, Vot TV, p. 840 ; Elliat, Vol. V11, p. 485,

* Elfiof, Vol, VIIL p. 111. :

4 Tdrikh-i Mugaflari, Vol. 11, folio 112 (a).

* Miftabu-4 Tawdrikd, p. 370 ; Oriental Biographical Dictionary, p. 191



A GUIDE TO NIZAMU-D DIX, I9

The tomb of Mirzi Jahingir, which was built by his mother Nawib Mumtiz
Mashall,' consists of a marble enclosure measuring some 19° 6” by 14 internally, It is
raised 3" 3" from the floor of the courtyard of the shrine of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din, and is
reached by a flight of four marble steps. Two doorways on the east and west give entrance
to the building, that on the west being provided with marble leaves carved in floral
patterns. The corners of the enclosure are surmounted by marble guldastas, which
also flank the doorways. The enclosure, whichis paved with marble, contains four
graves of the same material. The grave of Mirza J ahiingir, which lies in the centre, is
profusely ornamented with floral carvings, and it may be noticed that it bears a tukhti
the emblem of a woman’s grave. It is said that the grave stone originally belonged
to a woman’s grave, but was placed over the remains of the prince on a dispensation
being granted for the purpose by Muslim lawyers. The second grave lying to the west
18 that of Mirza Babar, the brother of Mirza Jahiingir. It also was not originally
intended for its present position. The inscription which it bears refers to one Mir
Muhammad, with the chronogram giving the date 987 A.H. (1579-80 AD). The
inscription runs as follows :—

Wl e 5 o ol Y gsee o Jeae J (1)

el I o lsmme an pp Bl deet e e i (1)

WAl et G paen 0l B ab ()
Translation.

(1) “ That Sayyid of high lineage, the mine of benificence, and that sea of generosity

from which the world gathered. ..,

(2) Is a descendant of ‘Ali having Mir Muhammad for his name. When Mir

Muhammad departed from the world,
(3) I asked wisdom the date of his death, it said * May the garden of paradise be
(hig) place.” ™

The remaining two graves are insignificant, but it seems almost certain that they
are of the members of the royal family.

The building immediately to the east of the tomb of Mirzi Jahdngir is locally
known as the house of that prince. It consists of a central open courtyard with two
arched dalans on the north and south, and is entered by a gateway on the east. In
the dalans and courtyard are several graves the one in the north dalan being that of
Mirzi Babar's wife. It is of marble and bears the following inseription on its head
stone :(—

i U e o S oy b sy e ()
wdh W e o S B M) e cale m (1)
IFES diw
Translation,

(1) * Alas, the wife of Bibar Bahadur, repaired suddenly from this faithless world.

(2) By order of Rahib-i ‘Alam,? about the date of her death, Baqa said, * She went

to the everlasting world.’

The year 1244 A H. (1828-9 A.D.).”

! Afhdru-g Sanddid (el Cawnpore 1W4), chapter IIL, P 100,
* Sahib-i-Alun was o general title of Mughal princes. Tt Ig still borne by the descendants of (ke ex-royal
Muoghal family residing st Delhi
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The grave of Khiidja “Abdu-r Rahmin lies in the courtyard of the honse of Mirzi
Jahangir, and the chief point of interest in it is that it is not aligned north to south
according to the practice strictly observed by Musalmdns. The deceased was a disciple
of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din, and the local tradition says that he expressed his desire to
be buried in such a direction that his face might remain towards the tomb of the saint,

The eastern wall of the enclosure of Shaikh Nizamu-d Din, opposite to his tomb, is
pierced by two small arched doorways, which give access to an open court containing
several graves, two of them being inscribed. One of the doorways which lies to the
south bears on the top a marble slab engraved on either face with an inscription referring
to the death of one Mirzi Muqgim.

Inscription on the western face of the marble slab :—

ol il lesey wi o K WALl Wi el ()
S aBl Ll B el g od sl b S s ol (1)
e gy e A
Translation.

(1) * Those, who have procured a place in the neighbourhood, have obtained the

object of their heart according to their wishes.

(2) Do you know wherefrom they have obtained this position? They have got

it from Shaikh Nizim Auliva.

Composed by Mir Nawaidi of Naishipur.”

On the eastern face of the slab :—

2y A by, e oSle S e wy alle sl (1)
e et (mop Sle pe eny auuil Sa oo 1yl (p)
J&B pris 4ATE '-._fd'!)j s
ﬁ Translation.

(1) * The son Mugim, the slave of the living and immortal, took his seat in this

tomb, which is full of grace and tranquillity.

(2) He will have no anxiety or fear on the day of resurrection, when he became

the resident of the high paradise.
Composed by Nawaidi and written by Husain Naqshabi.”

The grave of Mirzi Mugim, which is of marble, lies inside the court facing the
mscribed doorway. It is engraved with the following verse which contains his name
and the date of his death :—

P U i S A
Translation.

* When Mirzi Mugim departed from the world, the date was 967 (1559-60 A.D),”

Beside the grave of Mirzi Muqim, to the east, is that of one Abul Faziil, who is
recorded in the inscription it bears to have been born at Kabul and died at Delhi, in
the year 068 A.H. (1560-61 A.D,). The grave of Abul Fazail also is of marble and the
inscription_engraved on it reads as follows :—

U8 U fall Jme s ale | ded i b oS o il (1)

S8 G e e B8l Jlen ; ma A S 6T (1)

o O sl A oby Gl ol S sty a8 ()
W e o e spe gt BN i
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Translation,
(1) * Alas ! that the moon, whose rising place was Kabul, is concealed in the
city of Dehli,
(2) That young plant of the garden of beauty and elegance left the world and
became mortal,
(3) The date of the death of that rose was known from the invisible * That rose
is destroyed from the garden of Murad.’
Death of Abul Faziil son of Sayyid Murdd in the year 968 (1560-61 A.D.).”
Beyond the south wall of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din's enclosure there is another
enclosure, which contains the tomb of Amir Khusrau, the renowned Persian poet of
India and a favourite disciple of the saint. It is surrounded on the south and east by
arched compartments mostly occupied by the attendants of the shrine, and on the
west by a brick masonry wall, The precinet of Amir Khusrau, which measures some
103’ east to west by 56" north to south, is paved with red sandstone slabs, and is strewn
with a large number of graves, some of which are inscribed and dated. It is connected
with the enclosure of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din on the porth by an arched doorway, which,
according to an inscription fixed on it, was erected by one Jawdhar in the time of
‘Alamgir IT.  The inscription was covered by coats of whitewash, repeated annually
on the doorway and enclosure walls on the occasion of the anniversary of the saint.
It is written inlaid in black letters on a white marble slab and runs as follows :—
HEh
uf_,j ._;!,:_lwu:ilﬁ. Al l»._.fh'f ﬁLJl: stz L].;.I.n.]l J'+‘I D ,J}"L!' (I‘}

F
OO lie S Gl Ll ol Callewspe s Jatle as (1)

1V diw prarila slal=s gl
Translation,

0 Glorious |
(1) “ During the auspicious reign of the father of justice, the king ‘Alamgir,
Jawihar erected the door (as a religious work) for reward.

(2) How joyful the tidings which the invisible crier gave to Hoshydr ‘Al Khin
‘ The generous opener of doors opened the door.” 4th (regnal year of ‘Alamgir II).
The year 1171 (1757-58 A.D.). The children of Mahaldir Khian the deceased.”

The main entrance to Amir Khusrau's enclosure is through a gateway on the
east (Plate V, b) which was rebuilt by the wish of His Highness the N izim of Hydera-
bad in the year 1208 A.H. (1881 A.D.). An inseription on the outer arch of the gate-
way, referring to its erection, runs as follows :—

By waflh st o epst W ()

el it st S ik B e ()

) e Jao £ (e — e Als olady  (p)

Traa

gt st AT ol 8 g st B ey ()
Translation.

(1) * At the dargah (tomb) of the beloved of God who listens (to the prayers of the

faithful), this gate was built which has victory near it.

(2) By the order of the Nizim, the king of the Deccan, by the efforts of

Muhammad Raghid, the prudent.

Enclosure of
Amir Khusrauw.

MNorthern
doorway.

Eastern
gateway.
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(3) And by the assistance of Hiishim, entitled Husaini, it was completed without

the intrusion or ill-will of a rival.

(4) When I enquired of the invisible the date of its erection, the invisible crier

said * Rare beyond measure.” 1208 (1881 A.D.).”

The west wall of the enclosure is also pierced by a doorway, but it is mainly
for the use of the people residing immediately to the south and west of the
shrine.

The tomb of Amir Khusrau (Plate VIII, @) lies in a small enclosure 28’ 6" by 20
7" surrounded by red sandstone walls of lattice work. The enclosure, paved with
marble, is entered through a doorway on the south, where it is partly roofed with
stone slabs, The tomb chamber, which is oblong in plan, measures 16’ 2" by
12' 6" externally, and is constructed of marble. It is covered by a vaulted roof,
supported on 12 pillars and crowned by two guldastas, one at either end on the north
and south. The space between these pillars is closed hy latticed screens, the central
bay on the south being open and serving as an entrance to the tomb, Outside the
tomh chamber, to the north, stands an inscribed marble slab 7° 117 by 1’ 6}" set up
during the reign of the emperor Bibar, while on the south lies an uninseribed and un-
plastered grave said to be that of Shamsu-d Din Mahru, the son of Amir Khusrau's
sister. The marble grave of Khusrau in the centre of the building is enclosed by a
marble balustrade. It is ever kept covered by a pall, and & cotton canopy hangs over
it, tied with ropes to the four corners of the chamber.

The tomb of Amir Khusrau, like that of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din, has been added to
at different times. 1t was the desire of the Shaikh that Khusrau should be buried beside
hin, but on the demise of the latter this was objected to. The following account of
his burial, quoted from Thamaritu-1 Quds, will be read with interest.

" When Khusrau died it was intended to bury him by the side of the Shaikh’s grave,
But one of the members of the royal family? ( fjle U1 6 ), who had great
influence, objected to this, saying that in future it would canse difficulty for the people
to distinguish the grave of the Shaikh from that of Khusrau. His real motive, however,
was that he had built 4 dome for his burial near the tomb of the saint, and he did not
like that any one might be interred between the two buildings, On account of this,
Khusrau was buried at the place where his grave now lies. The man, who had raised
the objection, was deputed on some business by the emperor (apparently Mubammad
Shih Tughlag) to Deogir, where he died. The dome built by him became an abode
of bats and mendicants, until the emperor Humiayiin, who came on a pilgrimage to the
tomb of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din, passed through that dome, and on account of its filthy
condition ordered its demolition.”*

No building is known to have been erected at the grave of Amir Khusrau until
the reign of the emperor Babar, when the inscribed marble tablet, mentioned above,
was put up at its head. The inscription on this tablet also refers to the erection of a
structure by Mahdi Khiaja, but gives no particulars as to its character. Carr Stephen
and Sayyid Ahmad Khin, however, state that it was only the enclosing wall which was

' Farighta (pt. 11, p. 403} says that the man who raised this objection was a eunuch holding the post of prime
minjater,

' Thamaratu-t Quds, folio 289 (a) and (b).
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constructed by Mahdi Khiiaja.! The inscription which contains several verses runs
as follows :—

Al gy o= gLl &)Y

3 L S U S ) ST e e TS
Translation.

“There is no God but Allih, and Muhammad is his prophet.
The earth was honoured by this tablet in the reign of Babar the emperor and

champion of faith.”
JUf Sy das =t JJ e e sl el e (1)
JY 2T QG gl gl B ame sl 5 (B0 ) A ()
JBe 5 JiEe g8 b i e Jieo b (p)
s Loilp e ld o gl SpF e pil N Y (F)
Jtie 2 ‘:’h’h ad ol sl gl &y S ez a2 ()

Translation.

(1) “Mir Khusran, the king of the kingdom of words (poetry), the ocean of accom-
plishment and sea of perfection,

(2) His prose is more attractive than flowing water, his poetry iz clearer than
limpid water.

(3) (Heis) a peerless singing nightingale and an unparalleled sugar-tongued parrot.

(4) For the date of his death, when I bowed my head above the knees of thought,

(5) A chronogram occurred °peerless’ and another * Sugar-tongued parrot.” >
(726 AH.=1325 A.D)

ot Sl gae i e el gl e Slap Jadl ol Jila Jey e
Translation.

“ The tablet of my dust is without even a word of hopes of a meeting with my
beloved, simplicity is the only sign of my true love.”

Jhe; 08 & plal ) (GLod Jle e b daesalid (soe (1)
Jip=w S0y yp il S8 pili-  delh (e dien (e diE (f)
gAﬂ" &fwl t—vl.,-’-‘- 3y
Translation.

(1) “ Mahdi Ehiidja, a Sayyid of rank and dignity, became the founder of this
matchless and ineomparable building.
(2) 1said * the good efforts of Mahdi Khiidja,” when they enquired of me the date
of the foundation of this building.
It is written by Shihib the enigmatist of Hirat.”
(e 3 Ahdru-g Sanddid (ed. Cawnpore 1904), p. 58 ; Carr Slephen, 1. 115,
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The chronogram in the last verse does not reconcile with the other facts stated
in the inscription. 1t places the erection of the building by Mahdi Khiidgja in the
year 897 A.H. (1401-2 A.D.) when Sikandar Shih Lodi was on the throne of Delhi,
Now Mahdi Khiiaja was a brother-in-law of the emperor Bibar,! and he is not known
to have come to India before the conquest of that country by Babar in the year 932
AH. (1526 A.D.). Nizimu-d Din Ahmad, the author of Tabaqgat-i Akbari, describes
the Khiidja as a generous and liberal young man, and he speaks of a conspiracy made
by Amir Nizamu-d Din ‘Ali Khalifa, the prime minister, at the time of Bibar's death
to raise him to the throne in place of Humayun*  Moreover Shihibu-d Din of Hirat,
the seribe of the inscription, came to India with the historian Khund Mir in the year
934 AH. (1528 A.D.) and was introduced to Babarin the beginning of 935 A.H.
(September 1528 A.D.). These facts supported by the internal evidence of the inserip-
tion itself, the first verse of which refers to the erection of the tablet during the reign
of the emperor Babar, leaves no doubt that the building by Mahdi Khiiajn was also
constructed about the same time. The value of the chronogram apparently requires
some addition to give the exact date, and similar instances are not uncommon in
Persian chronograms, when the required dates are obtained by making an addition to
or subtraction from their values, which operations are technically styled as Ta*miya-i
Dakhila and Ta*miya-i Khirija respectively,

During the reign of the emperor Humiyiin in the year 938 A.H. (1531-2 A.D)
the inner enclosure was built and paved with marble, and a marble tombstone was
placed over the grave. It was probably at this time that Humiyin ordered the
removal of the dome in order to improve the site.d An mscription of this emperor
dated 938 A.H. is to be found on the north and west walls of the enclosure,  It,
however, does not refer to the erection of any building.

D g e IO G b a2 ot gd e s (1)

Yl b e wta je uT s J& ka=t 5 o Lebid ut (F)
e ila wda) 0.6 Lo Elldple Spda o et ) Selia 5 03 aly Sl (#)
J[})._It'.’ u_.]_.'it.l:

Mople )l 34ey 9 o o) <l 02 s g ey o iy (o)

e A ple et ) e sag; et Casizit (y)

ey o Gl Bl cte s e f Sa o stans ()

Li..;q_.;dl-;,:ldha-‘al.ﬁ)md_’y VH‘J"‘ lfil#‘ﬂ)d.__..ah;ﬂlcy_, (5}

RNl 5 wtee 5 Slohe ohled el ast el oat ohebllea (q)
Translation,

(1) ** Ebusrau the king of the kingdom of words and the head and chief of saints;
whose name is (engraved) on the tablet of world like the mark on hard stone,
L Hum dyun Namah, appendix B, P 208 ey, v il

* Tabayat-i Abbari, pp. 103-4, see also Eiliet, vol, ¥, pp. 187-8, and Lhwlagatu-t Tawdri ks, pp. 06-7,
¥ Lhamardtu-l Quds, folio 29 ().

4 Supea p, 22,




A GUIDE TO NIZAMU-D DIN, 25

(2) He (lit. his intellect) composed verses in such an elegant style that the tablet
of meaning was adorned with it.

(8) He dived into the sea of reflection and by the grace (of God) brought out the
pearls of expression from it.

(4) In the year five times five (25) and seven hundred from the flight of His
Holiness (Prophet) he departed from this world to the next.

May his end be good.

(5) By the divine decree Sidra (a tree in paradise) became the residence of the
bird of his soul, when the call * Irja'i "t (turn to me) reached him from the
high world.

(6) Nine hundred and thirty eight-years had passed from Hijrat to the reign of
Humaytin, the king and champion of faith, and the wise,

(7) An emperor, so worthy, that the angels might well ever pray for his prosperity
to the great God,

(8) Of high rank, wealthy, and pure, like whom there has never been nor ever
will be one so peerless or matchless,

(9) O God! aslong as the world exists may he ever ramain in prosperity, and may
the Lord of the world be his friend, helper and defender against his enemies.”

In the year 960 AL (1561-2 A.D.) Shihabu-d Din Ahmad Khiin one of the grandees

of the court of the emperor Akbar erected a dome with latticed walls of red sandstone
over the grave.? The present tomb was built during the reign of the emperor Jahing p
in the year 1014 A.H. (1605-6 A.D.) by Khiidja ‘Imadu-d Din Hasan, and an inserip-
tion consisting of various verses in praise of Amir Khusrau and containing the name
of the founder and the date, is engraved in one line running on the four walls at their
top inside the building. There is also an inseription of the emperor Jahfingir written
on a marble tablet which is fixed on the northern wall. These inscriptions are copied
below in the same order as they are found on the tomb.

On the east wall,

ol fai e 5 #dy b e pb 2 el ) ()
el s ataee i) aa il salb o aead (p)
el ) elaafyls asy b aaf Jie | Sy eub ()

Translation.

(1) * O ! Khusrau, peerless in the world, I am a supplicant at thy tomb,

(2) It has been built by Tihir; eternal blessing is always found here.

(3) Wisdom thus spake the date of its foundation, * say to the tomb that it is a
place of secrets.”

On the north wall,

sl Glle gl gma oilles des e die Uy W Ui
Wil ol  aillae I wpae Re g 000 al) 22 foIP e | 5 o ol
! This refers to the verse 28 of Sura LXXXIX of the Qurin, which is as follows by iﬁéh%“liw_ﬂ

-{Eﬂmnhﬂqr[m&'aﬂpl&nﬂﬂimdﬂplﬂﬁm}.
‘HMJM folio 291 (b).

21809
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Translation.
“ The composer of these lines and founder of this building is Tahir Muhammad
* Imadu-d Din Hasan son of Sultin ‘Ali Sabzwiri, in the year 1014 Hijra (1605-6 A.D.),
may God forgive his sins and conceal his faults. The scribe “Abdu-n Nabi son of
Aiyib.”
On the west wall.
welyy b Glaj caage § wesley gile gl e (1)
ol ) 08 8 e ] plie 5T ) oy 2l o2 (F)
ol gla e 0d e =i ok el ayla (r)

Translation.

(1) “ O thou ! who hast the sweet drink of love in thy cup and receivest messages
constantly from the friend.

(2) The house of Farid is ordered by thee, hence is it that thou art entitled Nizam,

(3) Immortal is the slave Khusrau, for he with his thousand lives is thy slave.”

On the south wall,

pia g9 5 Sl g0 5 W s0 5 gl 5o prbie sl 5 el S el e (1)
i o e Pl e g 8 g 0D
6565 o a5 w2 e ¥
Translation.
(1) “ My name is Nek (righteous) and * Great Khiidja ’ ; [it contains] two shins,
two ldms, two gdfs and two jims.
(2) 1f you can evolve my name from these letters I shall know thou art a wise man,
Seribe the same as mentioned above (‘Abdu-n Nabi son of Aiyiib) the grandson of
Shaikh Farid Shakar Ganj.”

The above riddle may be solved as follows :—

2 zdins H 2 E - 5 . . 2x300=0600 ¢ (Kke).

2 lams . . - - . ‘ . 2% MW= 60 - (Sn)

2 q‘&fﬁ . . . i . . o 2x100=200 3 {RI!}

2 jims L - . . . . . 2x3 = 6 5 (Wan).
== (Khusrau).

Inseription of the emperor Jahangir,

4 #fle alllald U)l: J.:l_-fﬂra S ug..ﬁll’..\ Jute allals I‘h"ll.?jl .il.i.:r rﬂ: ll.tlr.'.“.ﬂ..q
silual 5 ug aollall e 36 5 sillale
T'ranslation.
' i _In the reign of the emperor, the asylum of the world, the father of victory, the
just king (named) Niru-d Din Muhammad Jahaingir, the champion of faith, may God

perpetuate his kingdom and reign and extend over all the worlds his heneficence and
benevolence,”

In the year 1280 A. H. (1683-4 A.D.) one Miyiin Jan offered the pair of copper
plated doors on which he engraved the following Urdi inscription containing his name
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and date. The inseription seems to have been written by an illiterate man who has
committed a few mistakes in spelling.
On the west leaf of the door,

@Jh dsks

MeBl o e 0 0 K14 il gae Mas 5nd sl (1)
MBI L B e pa il a0 36 G (1)
Jholsy 1ERN potd 5 e Y= lam il a0l 5 s E ()
MW pe ol e s bl iy el ) iy (§)
Translation.
“ Verses of a chronogram.
(1) Amir Khusrau of Dehli is such that his door is like the door of paradise.
(2) Why should not supplicant at his tomb be favoured, for he is the minister of
the court of Nigimu-d Din.
(3) The poor and humble servant Miyin Jan, who is a faithful friend and servant
of the poor.
(4) Erected these bright doors in the year 1280 (1663-4 A.D.).”
On the east leaf of the door,

o e b el e el S0 e a5 (1)
il s 2,000less A3 g ol e Joale (r)

Translation.

(1) * What honour and dignity if you accept them (the doors). 0! Amir Khusrau,
dear to God.
(2) Miyin Jan offers the pair of doors; may he achieve the heart’s wishes, and
may his heart be illuminated.”
In the year 1303 A. H. (1886 A. D.) Muhaiyu-d Din Khin of Hyderabad erected
the pierced marble balustrade round the grave and inseribed his name and date on it.

i ala Sasppd afl el )a¥ el .S wgdﬂu:‘ sy 1.lsl.n.- oo le il a8
ot rer e | Lae

Translation.

“ Offered by the slave of the slaves the humble Muhaiyu-d Din Khin Shamsu-l
Umard Amir-i Kabir Khurshid Jah on the 20th of august Ramazin in the year 1303
Hijra (22nd June 1886 A.D.).”
Amir Khusrau was the chief disciple and friend of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din. Hig Short
real name was Abul Hasan, Khusrau being his nom-de-plume. Amir Saifu-d Din m:u.
Mahmiid, the father of Khusrau was of Turkish extraction, and migrated to India from il
Balkli. He was given a place at court, and took up his residence at Muminabad now
known as Patyili,' where Khusrau was born in the year 651 A.H. (1253-4 A.D.).* At the
* Putyill is a small town in Etah distriot in the United Provinses of Agrs and Oudb,
* Tirikd-i Farigita, pt. 11, p. 402 ; Oriental Biograp¥ical Dicticnary, p. 210,
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age of eight during the reign of the emperor Balban, Khusrau went in company with
his father and brother to Shaikh Nizimu-d Din and became his disciple.' Shortly after
this Amir Saifu-d Din was killed in a battle and Khusran, who was then nine years old?®
was taken under the guardianship of his maternal grandfather ‘Imadu-l Mulk. At
the age of 20 he lost his grandfather also, and he entered the service of Daulat Khin
Mu‘azzam Khin commonly known as Chhajji Khin. Later on he went to Samina,
where he received an imperial order to proceed to Lakhnauti,® but soon after Khusran
and his friend Khiiaja Hasan took service with prince Mubammad Sultin better known
as Khan-i Shahid, the eldest son of Ghiyithu-d Din Balban and the governor of Multin
and Sindh, the former having been the keeper of the Qurdn and the latter of the inkpot.
Ziyii-i Barni writes the following about this eminent prince and the appointment of
Khusrau under him.

* The court of Muhammad Sultin was frequented by the most learned, excellent,
and accomplished men of the time. His attendants used to read to him the Sk Néimah,
the Diwan-i Thandai, the Diwdn-i Khdgdani and the Khamsah of Shaikh Nizimi. Learned
men discussed the merits of these poets in his presence. Amir Khusrau and Amir Hasan
were servants at his court, and attended upon him for five years at Multin, rﬂm;iﬁng
from the prince allowances and grants of land. The prince fully appreciated the merits
and excellences of these two poets, and delighted to honour them above all his servants-
1, the author of this work, have often heard from Amir Khusrau and Amir Hasan that
they had very rarely seen a prince so excellent and virtuous as Khiin-i Shahid (Mart
Prince).”’® -

The story of the prince’s death in a battle against the Mughals when Khusrau was
made prisoner by them is related by the same author as follows :—

“In the year 684 A.H. (1285-6 A.D.) the Khiin-of Multdn, the eldest son and
heir-apparent of the Sultin (Balban) and the mainstay of the state, was engaged in a
battle with Tamar.® the bravest dog of all the dogs of Changez Khiin, between Lahore
and Deopalpur. By the will of fate, the prince with n‘;ﬁ:}' of his nobles and officers
fell in that battle, and a grievous disaster thus happened to the kingdom of Balban.
Many veteran horsemen perished in the same battle. This calamity caused great and
general mourning in Multin, and from that time the Khin of Multin was called Khin-i
Shahid (Martyr Prince). Amir Khusrau was made prisoner by the Mughals in the same
action, aud obtained his freedom with great difficulty. He wrote an elegy on the
death of Khin-i Shahid.”'? v

After his release from the Mughals, Khusrau entered the service of Amir “Ali Jama
Dir® whom he has much eulogized in his poems. Later on the emperor Jalilu-d Din

' TarikA-i Farighta, pt. 11, p. 402.

¥ Ibad, p. 402 ; Khazinatu.] Agfigd, vol. 1, p. 340. In the preface of the Ghwrratu-l Kamal quoted in Thamaritu.
Gnuds (folio 201 (b) seq) Ehusenu writes that he was only 7 vears old when his father disd,

3 Thamaritn-i Quds, folio 202 seq. e

& Tiirikh-i Parighta, pt. 11, p. 402,

* Zigi- Barni, 68-7 ; Elliol, vol TIT, p. 110,

* Eltiot (wol, TI1, p. 122) rends this name-as * Samar.”

* Zigd-i Barwi, p. 16010 Elist, vol 111, p, 122

* Jima Lir literally & keeper of wardrobs ; probably Auir ‘Ali held this post in the royal court.
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Khalji made him his favourite courtier, which honour he continued to enjoy until his
death.! Ghiyithu-d Din Tughlaq after whom he wrote the Tughlaq Namah, honoured
him more than any other emperor. Khusrau accompanied the emperor in his journey
to Bengal, but on the return of the emperor, he remained at Lakhnauti on some
business.* In the meanwhile he heard about the death of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din and
proceeded with all speed to Dehli. Khusrau felt the death of the Shaikh very deeply,*
He gave away all his property in alms to the poor and beggars, resigned his service
with the king, and passed away in mourning, six months after his preceptor’s
death. on Wednesday the I18th Shawwilt of the vear 725 A.H. (27th September
1325 A.D.).

Khusrau was one of the most celebrated poets of India. He is said to have been
the author of some 99 works® of which, however, only a few are known, He enjoyed
the patronage of several emperors of Dehli, and he had the satisfaction of seeing his
poems receive universal appreciation during his lifetime. It is stated that Sa'di, the
famous poet of Shirfiz, undertook the trouble in his old age of travelling from his native
country to Dehli in order to make the acquaintance of Khusran,® but this statement
finds little support from contemporary historians and may be accepted with reserve,
Sa‘di might have expressed this desire, but it is not certain that he actually came to
India to see Khusrau. Indeed Ziya-i Barni, on the contrary, states that * Khan-i Shahid
twice sent messengers to Shiriz for the express purpose of inviting Shaikh Sa‘di to
Multan, and forwarded with them money to defray the expenses of the journey. His
intention was to build & Khiingah (monastery) for him in Multin, and to endow it
with villages for its maintenance. Khiidja Sa‘di, through the feebleness of old age,
was unable to accept the invitations, but on both occasions he sent some verses in
his own hand, and made his apologies also in writing. ™

Amir Khusrau is also esteemed as a saint, and his tomb, which is looked after by
the Pirzadas of Nizimu-d Din, is visited by pious devotees who make offerings to it.
The anniversary of his death is celebrated with the same pomp and ceremony as that
of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din on the 17th and 18th of the month of Shawwal BVery Vear.

In the neighbourhood of Amir Khusrau's tomb to the south-east is a red sandstone
building 16" 6" by 9" 10, locally known as the Dalan of Mirdha Ikram. It is paved
with marble, and contains three arched openings on the north and one on each of the
east and west sides. Inside the daldn are four marble graves and an inscription on
a marble tablet fixed on a doorway in the centre of the back wall contains the chrono-
gram of the death of Tkriim, after whom the building is known,

v i ki Parighta, pt. 11, p. 402,

2 IWid, p. 4. _

¥ Bigarw-d Auliy, p. 304 ; Tari ks Farighty, pt. 11, p. 403 ; Fhazinatu-l Agfigd, vol. 1, 341-42; Safinatu-1
Auﬁ'ﬁ. . T, y

8 Mirat-s Ajtab Nemd, folio 95 (a) ; Khasinabu-l Asfivé, vol. I, o 342 ; Sofinatu-l Aufigd, p, 100 ; Hagdt-i
Khkvaraw, p. 60 ; Farighta (pt: 11, p. 408) however, places the death of Khosran on the 20th of Ziqada but it camot
be oorrect.  His anniversary i= observed on the 18th Shawwil, which is generally believed to be the dzte of his
death.

¥ Urienial Bingraphical Dichionary, p. 200 ; Thamardtu.d Qudy, folio 287 (b}, Klazingtu-l Asfiyd, vol I, p. 1L,
Hayit-s Kiweraw, p. 80 ; Farighta (pt. I1, p, 403) reduces this pumber 1o 512,

' Tari k&1 Farighta, pr. 11, p. 403 ; Mirat-i Aftab Numa, folio 04 {b).

* Ziya-i Barni, P U8 ; Eiliot, vol. I, p. 110-111.

n‘.i;m of Mirdha
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The inscription runs as follows :—

FRGR W a3 e 55 BI 2 il (1)
peio e ool T eda e Gl gl ()
IPIY e ol
T'ranslation.

(1) * Ikrim shone in the favour of the king as a particle of sand reflects the sun.
(2) He was buried at the feet of Khusrau, and Sayyid said ‘ Ikrim attained rest
(was interred) at the feet of Khusrau.” 44th year (of the reign of Shiah ‘Alam
II). The year 1216 A.H. (1801-2 A.D.).”
llerim is given the surname of Mirdhd,! the rank which he seems to have held
during the reign of Shah ‘Alam II.
Grave of Ziyau-d A stone grave lying concealed under the paving to the east of the daldn of Mirdha

Din Barni, Lardim is locally known to be that of Ziyiu-d Din Barni, the author of Tarikh-i Firoz
Shihi and a disciple of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din.
Khan-i Dauran The mosque of Khiin-i Daurdn Khan (Plate VIII, b) stands beyond the west wall

Khan's mosque.  of Amir Khusrau's enclosure, and may be approached through the doorway on that
side. 1t is & small structure constructed of red sandstone in the late Mughal style,
The prayer chamber which measures internally 16’ 7* by 9 11" is surmounted by three
bulbous domes and is richly decorated inside with coloured painting. In the centre
of the courtyard lies a stone platform surrounded by a stone jali balustrade nearly
one foot high, and containing an inscribed grave, apparently that of Khiin Daurin
Khiin, the founder of the mosque. There are two other unknown graves in the court-
yard of the mosque, while outside it by the south wall are a few inscribed ones, but
none of these are of any special interest.

“ Khiin-i Dauriin Khan * is only a title, and there are not less than four Mughal
nobles known to history by this appellation. Khan-i Daurin Khin, the founder of this
mosque, is probably Samsimu-d Daulah Khn-i Dauriin Khan Bahadur Mangiir Jang
on whom this title together with the rank of seven thousand was conferred by the
emperor Farrukhsiyar. Muobammad Shih further bestowed upon him the title of
Amiru-l Umard. He died in 1151 A.H. (1739 A.D.) of wounds received in a skirmish
against the Persian soldiers on the occasion of the invasion of Nadir Shih.2

Outside the enclosure of Amir Khusran at its eastern gateway, is a solid looking
building of Pathéin style (Plate V, b), which according to the local tradition was originally
the Langar Khiina (alms house) attached to the shrine of Shaikh Nizamu-d Din. It
consists of an oblong hall 38’ by 28 with four arched entrances on the north, and is
divided internally by local hard stone pillars into twelve compartments. A ghabiitra
standing in front of it has partly blocked three of these entrances, of which the eastern
one was already closed with a wall, the western archway, however, being open and
giving access to the building.

VA man pluced over ten.  The rank of Mirdakak apposrs to have been the only nox-commizsioned rank in
Mughal armies.  Mirdohah is wlso used in the sense of @ servamd who looks after fen Kopses™ (Tin-i dm
English translation by Blochmann, vel T, p. 116a.) '

* Madthiru-l Umard, vol. 1, pp. 819-22,

Langar Khana,
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Some 30 yards from the eastern gateway of Amir Khusran's enclosure towards the
north, and opposite to the tomb of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din almost touching the east
wall of his enclosure. lies the mausoleum of Atgah Khiin (Plate IX, a) built by his son
Mirza “Aziz Kokaltdsh in the year 974 AH. (1566-7 A.D.). It stands in a walled
enclosure which is entered through the doorway of the Kidngih of Bahrim Shah the
son of Shih ‘Alam II. The tomb consists of a chamber, which measures 20" 6" square
externally and is covered by a marble dome. On each of the four sides of the building
is a deeply recessed arch pierced by a doorway in the centre and enclosed by Qurinic
inscriptions which conclude with a reference to the name of Baqi Muhammad the
scribe.  The doorway on the north, east and west are closed by jali sereens, while
that on the south forms an entrance to the tomb. The building is constructed of red
sandstome inlaid with marble and coloured tiles, The interior of the tomb was once
very effectively ornamented with tile work and painted plaster, but this has now to
n great extent peeled off, exposing the masonry of the walls and domes.

Sairu-1 Manazil (folios 46 and 47a) contains a large number of verses which are
stated to have been written inside the tomb on the walls, presumably on the tiles which
have now disappeared. They are only expressive of the instability of the world and
prayers to God, without any historical interest. The building had long been in a
neglected condition until 1903 when it was taken in hand by the Archeological Depart-
ment, and all necessary measures of conservation were carried out? The original
pinnacle of the dome was destroyed by storm.® but in recent times has been replaced
by a gilded one.

Inside the tomb there are three marble graves ornamented with interesting carving.
The grave in the centre is that of Atgah Khiin, and that on its east is that of his wife,
Jiji Anagah ; the one on its left is not identified.? On each of the doors of the building
there is an inseription engraved on a marble slab, but of these only the following one
which is on the entrance towards south, refers to the date and erection of the tomb,
the rest being quotations from the Quriin.

Transtation.

“ This noble edifice was finished in the year 974 AM. (1566-7 A.D.) under the
superintendence of Ustid Khuda Quli.”

Atgah Khin was the husband of Akbar's wet-nurse Jiji Anagah. His real name was
Shamsu-d Din Muhammad, the title Atgah Khiin being merely the appellation which
was given to the husband of a nurse, as the nurse herself was known ss Anagah, He
was the son of Mir Yar Mubammad of Ghazni and first entered the service of Mirza
Kamrin, the brother of Humfyiin, Atgah Khin was present with the Mughal army,
when Humiyiin was defeated by Sher Shah Sir and aided the emperor in his escape
from the battle field. Humiyin rewarded him by appointing his wife & wet-nurse
of prince Akbar. When Bairim Khin, having fallen into disfavour with the emperor

¥ Aghdri-g Sanddid, ohwpter I, p. 57 ; Miftabi-t ﬂu’ﬂﬂﬁi,l. P 172 Care Stephen, po 117 ; Keene, p. 57.
2 Annval, 1903-4, p. 23-5.

3 Carr Stephen, p. 118 ; Keene, p. 57,

4 Hearn pssigns this grave to a brother of Atgah Fhin.  (Seven Cities of Dehli, p. 1i7.)
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Akbar, raised a rebellion against him, Atgah Khian was appointed governor of the
Panjab and sent against Bairim Khdn, whom he defeated. For this service he was
rewarded with the title of ‘Azam Khin. Shortly after, in the sixth year of the reign
of Akbar, he was appointed as * Vakil 7 or chancellor of the empire. This aroused
the enmity of certain powerful personages of the court such as Mun‘im Khin and Miham
Anagah, and at last on the 12th Ramazin 969 A H. (5th May 1562 A.D.) he was
assassinated by Adham Ehin, the youngest son of Miham Anagah, another nurse of
Akbar. when engaged with Mun‘im Khin and other grandees upon state business in
the palace at Agra! According to Farishta Atgah Khin was killed in the year 970
AH. (1562-3 A.D.) by Adham Khin while reading the Qurin2 The body of Atgah
Ehin was removed to Dehli and buried near the tomb of Shaikh Nizimuo-d Din Auliya,
In the year 974 AT (1566-7 A.D.) some five years after his death Mirza ‘Aziz Kokal-
tish his younger son erected a tomb over his remains.

The Khangah of Bahram Shah consists of a three arched ddldn, constructed of brick
masonry and red sundstone, and an open court to the north. The red sandstone door-
way on the east, which gives entrance to the building, bears an inseription inlaid with
black letters and dated 1225 A H. (1810-11 A.D.),

QL’"’ ‘_E,i sla e dle = I,....'l: 164 o I'ERJ &l {r}
9 gy A el wif pie  RE5 Gl 0s (p)
IFr® -

Translation.

(1) “ Shih Bahrim, the son of Shah ‘Alam erected this pleasant building.
(2) Wisdom said for the date of its erection * A sacred and pleasing (lit. increasing
of spirits) Khingih (a monastery).” The vear 1225
To the north of the court there was another doorway which gave access to the
shrine of Shaikh Nigamu-d Din, but it is now blocked up. An mscription, engraved
on a marble slab, is fixed near this doorway on the northern face of the wall, and runs
as follows :—

wsils allabs r'[n il ol it o wl.:ki weda g¥e o al.

Translation.

** This paradise like house was built by Muhammad Bahriim Shih, the son of Shih
* Alam the king champion of faith.” iy

The grave of Bahrim Shih, which is of marble, lies in the centre of the ddilan.
It is not inscribed. The deceased, as is indicated by the inscription on the dnomny.
of the Xiangah, was the son of Shah Alam II. In the dalan and courtyard are a large
number of other graves, which are believed to be those of the members of the royal
Mughal fomily.
On the extreme west of the conrtyard is the grave of B Jan, the wife of Bahrim
It is of red sandstone with an inscribed marble slab fixed on the western enclosing

' Muathiri-l Umard, wol. 11, pp. 531-4 5 din-i Akbard, vol. 1, p. 321.
* Tarikd-s Forishta. vol. L p 252 ; Briggs, vol. 11, 211,
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wall of the court. The inscription which runs as follows is dated 1222 A.H. (1807—8
AD) —
&0 M I et ) b Wi iy e 88 el k) (1)
A sl il eal la s s, ol gl ol P oS- E.I..'.I (r)
Trpp s
Translation,

(1) * The wife of Bahrim Shah repaired from the world, and his eves shed tears

like cloud.

(2} (This event] left « mark of sorrow on his heart, and the mwvisible crier said

“Alas! BiJan departed.’

The year 1222

At the four corners of the slab are written the names of Allah, Mubammad, © Alj,
Fatima, Hasan and Husain. It is pot improbable that the burial of his favourite
wife here actuated Bahrim Shih to build the Kidngdh.

In the centre of the courtyard, & marble grave with two marble slabs standing
at its north and south is specially noteworthy. It 15 of a saint named Khiidjgi and
is much older than the Kiangah. The northern slab contains the following inscrip-
tion which begins with the kalima and is dated 990 AH. (1582 A.D.) :—

sl sy P o e ehA wd) el (1)

o] W fa § Al Sif g W2 g b o ()

aal Ul wE e g W ey sl . ()

sal e e 0w I gL poF ook Lap wap o (F)

sl B Py e G 0k 1 a6 e (0)
F.LJM-F HN; bl

Translation.
(1) “Khaajgi Darvish departed from the world, and he acted as a guide to the
paradise,
(2) He renounced this transitory world, as every thing there is to be vanished in
the end.
(3) With faith and supplication he came to the door of Shaikh Auliya (Shaikh
Nizimu-d Din Auliya).
(4) He stepped into the highest paradise, and was relieved from the bondage of
the world.
(5) Wisdom spoke the date of his death * The age of Darvish was not everlasting,'
Composed and written by ‘Abdu-s Salim.”
The slab on the south is elaborately carved with pleasing floral designs, aad is
inscribed with the following verse at the top :—

e ke Al g3y sileg o2l —iaa ghas 2 KB 2 f Ta
Translation.

““ Pity for the revolution of the supportless sky without thee! Thousand pities
that there should be the world and not thee.”

Grave of
Khaujg.
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A marble slab of the same size and similarly carved lies in the courtyard of the
Khangih. Tt apparently belonged to one of the few marble graves which lie beside
that of Khiijgi and are secemingly contemporaneous with it. The grave of Khadjgi
as well as the insctiptions on both the slabs are referred to in Sairu-1 Manazil (folio 47)
but nothing is recorded about the saint.

The Khangih was filled with earth and debris, and overgrown with rank vegeta-
tion. Recently it has been cleared by the Archmological Department, and most of the
graves laid bare. In connection with this improvement, the doorway of the Khdngah
and that of the tomb of Atgah Khiin were furnished with new wooden door-leaves in
the Mughal style.

About 50 vards to the south of Atgah Khiin's tomb lies buried his son, Mirzi ‘Aziz
Kokaltash. The mausoleum of Mirza ‘Aziz is popularly known as Chaunsath Khambah
(Plate X, 5) on account of its sixty-four (Chaunsath) pillars (Khambah). 1t takes the
shape of a hall 67° square, built of marble and divided into 25 open bays, which are
covered by domes. Each of the four sides is divided into four bays by a range of double
columns set depthwise, from the capitals of which spring pomnted arches. The spaces
between these columns are filled in with latticed marble screens some 10 feet high,
and in each of the central bays there is a doorway in the screens giving entrance to the
tomb, The arches above the sereens are open. Facing the western door of the tomb,
there is the marble grave of the wife of Mirzi ‘Aziz Kokaltash while beside it is his own
grave built of marble and ormamented with fine carving. A Qurinic inseription
encircles it concluding with the date, 1033 AH. (1623-24 A.D.). Inside the building
there are eight other graves which are uninseribed but are said to belong to the
Kokaltash family.

The Chaunsath Khambah stands ina large walled enclosure entered by an arched
doorway on the west. The main entrance is through a pretentious gateway at the
north-east corner of the enclosure (Plate X, a). Inside the enclosure to the north of
the Chaunsath Khambali are the graves of the daughters and wives of Bahiidur Shih,
the last king of Dehli!

Mirzia * Aziz Kokaltash was the voungest son of Shamsu-d Din Atgah Khin and
Jiji Anaguh, the nurse of Akbar. He was the foster brother and playmate of Akbar,
and was known by the surname of Koka or Kokaltagh, which means a foster brother.
The emperor treated him very tenderly, thongh often offended by his holdness he
would but rarely punish him. He used to say ** Between ‘Aziz and me is a river of
milk, which I cannot cross.”® He was one of the best generals of Akbar, having per-
formed signal services in Gujrit, Bengal and the Deccan, He held the rank of 5,000
with the title of Khfin-i ‘Azim, and 50 of his daughters were married to princes of
the royal blood, one to prince Mur@d, the son of Akbar, and the other to prince Khusrau,
the son of Jahingir.

He incurred the displeasure of Jahingir by giving a favourable countenance to the
rebellion of prince Khusrau, his son-in-law, and during the reign of that emperor he
was more thian once deprived of his rank and imprisoned, but was soon after restored
to his position. In the eighteenth vear of the reign of Jahangir he was appointed tutor

C Carr Slephen, p. 121 3 Keone, p. 68,
3 Muathirsl Uwardg, vol. 1, 0756 ; din-i Akbari, vol, 1, 325.
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(atilig) to prince Dawar Bakhsh, the son of Khusrau, who had been appointed governor
of Gujrit, but a year later died at Ahmadibad' (1033 A.H.=1623-24 A.D.). His
corpse was brought to Dehli and buried close to his father's mausolenm, where a
splendid monument was erected over his grave.?

Mirzi ‘Aziz was remarkable for ease of address, intelligence, and knowledge of
history, but seems frequently to have brought trouble on himself from his freedom
of speech.?

Other monuments of interest inside the enclosure of the village of Nizimu d Din
are the Lil Mahall, the inscribed mosque of Khan-i Jahiin and the tomb of Khin-i Jahin
Tilangani. They are now mostly ruined and occupied by villagers, but are not
without interest.

The Lal Mahall or the Red palace (Plate XI, a) stands some 50 yards to the north
of the Chaunsath Khambah near the northern enclosing wall of the village. The whole
structure, which is raised on a chabifra, is much dilapidated. It is constructed of red
sandstone and consists of a central domed apartment surrounded by an arched dalan
on each of its four sides. The latter have red sandstone pillars very simply orna-
mented, and lintels supporting a flat roof of the same material, over which are ¢hhatris
on the east, west and south, the northern ehhatri having disappeared. Some 25 feet
to the north-west of the dome on the same ehabiira is a double storeyed g&fm.!ri which
was originally connected with the palace. Sayyid Ahmad Khiin identifies this building
with Kiishak-i Lal, which he says was erected by Ghiyithu-d Din Balban before he
ascended the throne.d Carr Stephen assigns it to ‘Aliu-d Din Khalji and says * Of
the history of these ruins, we know nothing, but the opinion that they belong to the
Khilji kings and very probably to ‘Ala-uddin has received the support of Mr. Campbell’s
authority. There is nothing palatial about these ruins; thirty years® ago they were
more numerous, but red-stone having since risen in value by the growing demand for
it in the neighbourhood, this neglected building has suffered from the ravages of
plundering villagers * * * The style of the ornamentation, of the battlements,
and of the mouldings so strongly resembles that in the Alai Darwaza at the Qutb that
there can be no reasonable doubt as to the two buildings having been designed and
built at the same period; and we have thus ample warrant for describing the Lal
Mahal as the work of ‘Ala-uddin.”8

The mosque of Khan-i Jahan? (Plate IX, b), the prime minister of Firoz Shih, lies
at the south-east corner of the village of Nizimu-d Din, and can be easily approached
from the eastern dilapidated gateway of the village enclosure if the visitor should desire
to avoid its dirty lanes. It is a big structure, but in an advanced stage of decay, and,

t Madghiru-l Umard, vol. L, pp. 675-680 ; din-i Albari, vol. T, pp. 325-27.
t Miftahu-t Tawdrika, p. 199 ; Athdru-y Sanddid, chapter IT1, p. 62 ; Carr Stephen, p. 119,
8 Maaghiru-l Umard, vol. 1, 680-80 ; Atna Albari, vol. T, 327.
¢ Atharu-g Sonadid (ed. Cawnpore 1004), chapter I, pp. 1416; Ziyi-i Barni (pp. 122 and 130} also refers to
Kuashalk-i Lil, but does not give the name of the founder or the date of its erootion. It may, however, be inferred
From his steount that it was built: by Balban and stood in the old city of Dehli, v.e., near Quib. According to
Bhulasatu-t Towdrikh (p. 28) it was built by Jalilo-d Din Ehalji, but it is not stated therein ss to where this
building was loented.

¥ Carr Btephen wrote in the year 1876,

¢ Unrr Stephen; p. 215,

7 Athdru-y Sanddid (ed, Cawnpore 1004), chapter 111, p. 36 ; Carr Stephen, p. 139,
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like other mosques of this founder, is built of rubble stone coated with plaster, which
has now become quite black with age. It is of the same design as the Khirki mosque,
containing four inner courts and numerous domes, many of which have now collapsed.
The building was occupied by the villagers until a few years ago, when the local authori-
ties had it evacuated on the recommendation of the Archweological Department. The
following inscription referring to the erection and date of the mosque is engraved on
a marble slab which is fixed on its eastern gateway (Plate VI, b) :—

ity Gy gl Akl lale wdo o o J5, Slete Ga Jai ok

o sy oy e i S el ) ik bl L 508 ARl el

o otk asiia Jlo o Sl ol Sl CELI Jotkn 4850 o sligalls sl fouf o0

Sl J dEmt e o WS sy ek = ok dle; ale Lo pelin et
- oif oy el eles 5 amdliy |y asdy )

Translation.

“ By the favour and grace of God the most holy and omnipotent, during the reign
of the king of kings of the age, strong by the help of the merciful, Abul Muzaffar Firoz
Shah the king—may God perpetuate his kingdom and increase his command and dignity
—this mosque was built by the son of the slave of the threshold which is as exalted in
dignity as the sky and is the sanctuary of the world, (named) Jinin Shah Magbal
entitled Khan-i Jahin son of Khiin-i Jahin in the year 772 from the flight of the Prophet
(1370-71 A.D.), may God bless him and give him peace. May God have compassion
on him who, offering prayer in this mosque, should remember this slave with Fitiha!
and prayers for his faith.”
;ﬂlh';ﬂ" oo | fhan-i Jahin, the father und the son, were, in succession, the prime ministers of
At of Knan.; Firoz Shih Tughlaq, and bad the greatest influence in the court, of that emperor. Khiin-i
Jahan Magbgi, Jahan, the father, was a Hindii convert whose original name was Katti. He was a
and Khan-i Jahin native of Tilang, and a man of high position in favour with the Rai (ruler) of that
:;:—:l‘mm country. When Sultin Muhsmmad Shah sent the Ral as prisoner to Dehli® and the
T latter died on the way, Kattd presented himself to Muhammad Shah and embraced
Islim. The Sultin gave him the name of Maghill and bestowed on him many marks
of his favour. In the reign of Muhammad Shih he received the title of Qawimu-l
Mulk, and a grant of the fief of Multin. Later on he was made Naib Wazir under the
premiership of Khiiija-i Jahin Ahmad Ayaz, when he used to seal and place his signa-
ture on parwinas as * Maqbil, the slave of Muhammad Tughlaq.” ( Slarses= fay jpie)
On the demise of Muhammad Shah, Khadja-i Jahin® who was at Dehli attempted to

= -

! ‘Ihe first chapter of fhe Qurdn, which is recited for the desd.

* This probably rels to the conquest of Tilsngans snd Arangal {Parigita calls it Wiirangal) by Mubammad
Shitls in the year 721 AFL (1321 A.D,) while he was & prince.  The name of the Rii, who had been sent to Delili
with all his relations and dependants was Rai Laddar Deo. ' There is, liowever, mo mention here of Kattl or
of the death of the WAL (Ziya-i Barst, pp. 448-50 : Elliol, vol. TIT, p. 233 ; Farigita, pt- I, p. 131.)

2 hndja-i Jahin was behoaded for this rebellion. He was a disciple of Shaikh Nigdmu-d Din Acliyi, and
amang the various religious observances he performed to prepare himself for exscutionhe i said to have also worn
the sacred eap and the turban, which he had received as relios from the saint. (Shawma Sindj *Afif, pp. 60 and 77)
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place a son’ of the late emperor on the throne. Qawimu-l Mulk was also at that time
in Dehli. but when Firoz Shih approached the city, he went out to meet hin, and helped
him to get possession of it. He was then made Wazir and received the title of Khin-i
Jahiin. He held this high and responsible post for nearly 18 vears until his death,
which happened in the year 770 A.H. (1368-9 A.D.), and during all this period he enjoyed
the greatest trust of his master and the love of the public. The emperor shed tears
at his loss, and the whole of Dehli went into mourning for him. Ehiin-i Jahin was
a disciple of Shaikh Nasirn-d Din @rﬁgiri Dehli and he was huried at the foot ( bl ) of
Shaikh Nizanwu-d Din Auliya.?

Khin-i Jahan, the son, was horn at Multin, when his father held the fief of that
province. The father wrote to acquaint Sultan Muhammad Shih with the fact, and
that monarch directed that the child should be named Jiunin Shah.® His full name as
given in the imscriptions on this mosque and on the Kalin Masjid in Shihjshinibad
is Jiinin Shih Maqbil (Jpie e2ila ) but the ending Magbiil represents the name of his
father only. After the death of Khin-i Jahian Maqhbiil, the emperor Firoz Shih promoted
Jiinfin Shih to the high post of Wazir, and bestowed on him the title of Khin-i Jahin
bin Khiin-i Jahin (Khin-i Jahdin son of Khidn-i Jahian). He acted as minister
under Firoz Shih for about twenty years, and the emperor committed all the
affairs of the kingdom to his charge. Towards the end of the reign of Firoz Shih,
enmity broke out between Khin-i Jahin and the prince Mubammad Khin, afterwards
Muobammad Shih, which resulted in the total downfall of the former.! The prince
managed to secure the royal orders for the dismissal of the minister, and one
night in the month of Rajab 780 A.H. (1387 A.D.) attacked his house. Khiin-i Jahan
unable to make resistance fled to Miwit, where he sought refuge with Koka Chauhin,
at Mahdri, His house was, however, plundered and several of his adherents were put
to death. The prince, who was now entrusted with full powers by the Sultan, sent
Malik Yaqiib, entitled Sikandar Khan, with an army against Khin-i Jahin. When
this force reached Mahari, Kokd Chauhin seized Khan-i Jahin and sent him prisoner
to Sikandar Khin, who killed him and carried his head to court.

Ehan-i-Jahin Jandin Shih is famous for building several mosques in and near
Dehli® of which those lying in Khirki and Begampur villages, and the Kalin Masjd
in the city of Shahjahinibad are the most prominent. It will be interesting to note
that the inscription on the Kalan Masjid is dated only one month before he had to fly
for life to Miwat.

The tomb of Khan-i Jahin Tilangini (Plate X1, b) stands in an extensive enclosure
surrounded by battlemented walls at the south-west corner of the village. Locally
this enclosure is known as Kot and is thickly populated by the Pirzadas or attendants
"t Mubammad Shih had no son, but ouly & daughter who was born in the reign of Ghiyithu-d Din Tughlaq
(Shama Sirdj Al p. 54)

3 Shams Sirdj ‘Afif, pp. 304 seq, 4214 ; Ellict, vol. I, pp. 367-8, 371
3 Thereal name of Mubsmmad Shih was Faghru-d DinJani (Farigita, pt. 1, pp. 128.9), and it is apparent that
the emperor named the ohild sfter him. The historical works have this nume written in three diflerent ways, viz.,
dya Uga wliys (Jfina, Jind and Jinin). The inseriptions of Eiin-i Jahin on his mosques confirm only the last
reading, snd this may be taken as correct. 4iga. pronounced as Jawna is s Porsian word meaning ** The Sun.”
b Shams Sird) " Afif, pp. 425-8; Efliof, vol. 111, p. 371,

* Bl vol. IV, pp. 1516 ; see sleo Baddons, voL. 1, . 2024,
¥ Carr Stephen, 14857,
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of the shrine of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din, who have also occupied the tomb of Tilangini.
An arched gateway, on the north, gives entrance to the Kot. The tomb of Tilangini,
which is constructed of rubble and dressed stone, is octagonal in plan with a diameter
of some 74 feet. Tt consists of a central domed chamber enclosed by a verandah having
three arches on each side of the octagon. These arches are supported on double square
pillars of dressed stone, while on the roof of the verandah are eight domed chhalris,
one at the centre of each face of the octagon.

The tomb is not inscribed, but the local tradition assigns it to one Khin-i Jahin
Tilangani, who is related to have been a disciple of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din and o general
in the army of Firoz Shah Tughlaq. Apparently this Khiin-i Jahin is the same as
Khan-i Jahiin Magbiil, the well known prime minister of Firoz Shih, who was a native
of Tilang or Tilangina. He was really a disciple of Shaikh Nagiru-d Din Chirfigh-i
Dehli, and not of Shaikh Nizamu-d Din, but we learn from Shams Siraj ‘Afif (p. 424)
that he was buried at the payan ( bt ) of the latter. Now pdyan, which literally
means the place where shoes are placed, is nsed for respect to the saint, and in a general
sense may denote the vicinity of the tomb of Shaikh Nizimu-d Din. Khan-i Jahin
died in the year 770 A.H. (1368-69 A.D.), and his tomb was in all probability built
by his son Khin-i Jahén bin Khin-i Jabin Jiinin Shih who in the same connection also
erected the mosque noticed above. The mosque which is dated 772 AH. (1370-71
A.D.) lies immediately to the east of the Kot, but this latter building is so thickly
populated in and about, that it is difficult to determine the relation between the two
edifices, The tomb of Khin-i Jahiin is gimilar to those of Mubiirak Shah! and Muham-
mad Shah? the Sayyid kings, or their prototype that of ‘Isi Khin,® and it may there-
fore be taken as the first or original specimen after which these later buildings were
erected,

—

t The tomb of Mubirak Shih lies in Mubirakpur Kotla sbout two miles to the south-east of Saldar Jang's
tomb. (For Mubirak §hil's tomb see A thiru-g Sonddid, chapter ITT, pp. 41-2 ; Carr Stephen, pp. 158-61.)

2 The tomb of Muhammad Shik is in Ehairpur village about half a mile to the north-east of Bafdar Jang's
tomb. (For Muhsmmad §hsh's tomb seo Aghiru-g Sanddid, chapter ITL, p. 42 ; Carr Stephen, pp. 161-2)

3 The tomb of *1s& Ehan lies some 200 yards to the east of the village of Nigamu-d Din. (For ‘Isi Ehin's tomb
H:AWIMMME.FH; Carr Stephen, pp. 107-8.)
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