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‘J"rargﬂaman a Letter fmm #he Nabob
to the G‘mmw Dated M;n:h 26,
1762.

« FEXROUR fncmﬂy Ictter dated

" Y I the 17th of Shaaban, I have

% =% received, and I rejoice at the
news of your welfare. You wrote that,
«« Mr. Ellis applied to Mharajah Raje-
bullub, as Naib of Azimabad, and ob-
tained from him a letter to Shujan Sing,
the Kelladar of Mongheer, which he
fent him; ang that the Mharajah know-

Vou. IL B ing



2 A NARRATIVE of the

- ing himfelf to be Naib, wrote a letter
and gave it ; that the Kelladar would not
fuffer the ferjeant to go into the fort to
look after the foldiers, and made a diftur-
bance for a trifling affair ; that I fhould

- write a perwannah to the faid Kelladar,
and order him to fuffer the fort to be
fearched for the foldiers ; and that he be
punifhed in cafe they be found there.”

WHATEVER you write is proper : yet,
from my firft accefiion to the govern-
ment, I have perceived, thatmany Englith
gentlemen were ill affefted to me, and
that the country was not in my own hands.

_The caufe of the difaffection of thofe
“gentlemen I know not 5 youmay. The
caufe of the country’s not being in my
hands is this; that from the factory of
Caleutta to Coffimbnzar, Patna and
Dacca, all the Englifh chiefs, with their
gomaftahs, officers and agents, in every

" diftri& of the government, a& as col-

lectors, renters, zemindars and taalook-

dars, and fetting up the Company's
colors, allow no power to my officers.

And befides this, the gomaftahs and o-

ther
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ther fervants in évery diftri€t, in every
gunge, perganah and village, carry on
a trade in oil, fith, ftraw, bamboos, rice,
paddy, beetle-nut, and other things;
and every man with a Company’s duftuck
" in his hand, regards himfelf as not lefs
than the Company. In this cafe I never
can have any authority as long as I live.
Neverthelefs I believed, and affured my-
felf, that you would not liften to what
flanderers might fay of my proceedings ;
and thatwhenever I'write to youabout the
oppreflions of the gomaftahs, you would
punith and keep them within bounds.
But now, from the letters which I have
twice received from you, it is evident,
that whatever I write, you regard as a
falfehood ; and that whatever thofe gen-
tlemen write, with a view of vilifying
me, and rendering me contemptible,
that you give credit to. T have no re-
medy.

Rajesurrus as Naib might have
written, and given a letter about fuch
an affair, when I was not within two or
three days journey of Patna; but whilit

B 2 Jam



4 A NARRATIVE of the

I am at hand, what aﬁt}mrit)r has he to
proceed in fuch an affair without my
knowledge ? Therefore he ftrongly de-
nies that he wrote fuch a letter, as you
muft have known before this from his
letter which I fent you. This circum-
ftance ought to be enquired into; be-
caufe, if he did write, and give fuch a
letter, and then deny it to me, it is
certain that he had a defign to difturb
the friendfhip between us; and in that
cafe I will punifh him as he deferves, as
a warning to other incendiaries,

How could Shujan Sing give liberty
to any one to enter the fort? There is
a great difference between fending a com-
panyand a fingle ferjeant ; fince, from the
union between us, I look upon the Com-
pany’s forces as my own, and their forts
and minc as the fame : in this bufinefs
one note or one ferjeant would have been
fufficient. 'What occafion was there for
fending a company ? 1 myfelf have never
entertained a Eumpcan in the fort, and
what power has Shujan Sing to entertain
any without my knowledge ? What fer-

vice
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vice could my dffairs reap from four or
five Europeans ? Or what important em-
ployment could I give them, that I fhould
offend my friends for fo trifling an occa-
fion ? And fince I well know, and you
yourfelf are fenfible, that if I thould ap-
ply to you for two or four hundred Eu-
ropeans, you would immediately grant
them ; why f(hould I entertain four or
five in fecret ? And what is Shujan Sing’s
fault? I have not allowed entrance into
the fort; the reafon is, that Mr. Ellis
commits open aéts of hoftility againit
me, raifes calumnies again{t me, corre-
fponds with my enemies, and inftead of
a fingle letter fends two hundred feepoys;
and all that he has written to you is ut-
terly falfe. I have made a ftrict enquiry,
and I am certain there is not an Englith
deferter in the fort of Mongheer. Till
you and the gentlemen of the council
do me juftice in this affair, and fend me
fome perfon from Calcutta to enquire in-
to it, and bring the flanderers to fhame,
I will upon no account permit the fort
to be fearched. That gentleman has in-

B 3 vented



6 A NARRATIVE of the

vented this falfe charge againft me to-
“day; and you upon his information,
without any enquiry, order me to let the
fort be fearched. Another 'day, if he
writes that a dependant of yours, or an
European, is concealed in my tent or
boufe, and that I am an enemy of the
Company's, you will believe him, mif-
truft me, and order me to fuffer a fearch
to be made there likewife.”

Extraél g" a Letter from the Nabob to
the Governor. Dated May 24, 1762.

6 Y OU write me, that « by carry-
ing on fo long a correfpondence

in fo trifling an affair, which is nothing
more than, whether fearch thall be made
for fome European deferters ; from
whence you perceive, it js the intention
of fome defigning perfons to breed a dif-
fenfion between me and the Company ;
- that if Shujan Sing had permitted the
ferjeant to go into the fort, and look
for the deferters, there would have been
an end of the difpute ; that I thould be-
licve you firm to the treaty and your en-

~ gagements,
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gagements, nor hearken to the fuggef~
tions of defigning perfons, but remove
them from me.”

Tuovaci I have ever continued firm
to the treaty, and to my engagements;
though 1 have maintained my faith to
you inviolable with my heart and foul ;
and ath refolved whilft I live to perfe-
vere in the duties of friendfhip ; yet Mr.
Ellis, from his invetérate enmity againft
me, invents falfehoods, and writes them
fo you. It griéves me, that you fhould
pay fach regard to what he writes, con=
¢lude evéry thing that I write to be falfe,
arid fhll tell me o let the fort be fearch-
éd; and treat this affair, which is the
gréateft mark of indignity and diftruft,
as a trifle.

IT is amazing you have not difco-
vered who is the defigning perfon be-
tween you and me. I have no defign-
ing perfon about me. If upon enquiry
any fuch be difcovered, I will punith
him as he deferves. If T'write, that fuch
4 perfon in your fociety is the defigning
mian, you will not believe meé. Before

B4 this,
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this, I fent you inclofed a letter of the
Nabob Salar Jung’s, Naib of the Vizir,
from thence you muft have feen what
perfon is an enemy to my country and
life. . You are my protedor; and your
chief fitting at Patna writes in enmity to
me tothecourt; and proclaims with aloud
voice in publick company, that « I am
going to the fouth, and that he will fend
two thoufand Europeans, who fhall Je-
- vel the fort of Mongheer with the earth 3
that his Majefty is about to reftore the
Nabob Jaffier Allee Cawn, or the family
of Serfraz Cawn; that he has written
letters to the Company, and it will be
feen what anfwer will arrive.” How
long fhall I write on thefe matters ? Qr
what profit do I get by writing ?”

Extradl of a Letter from Lioutenans Iron-
fide #2 the Governor, Dated April 27,
1762,

< EARLY this morning Mr. Haf-
tings arrived at Mongheer. A-

- bout a mile and a half from the town
he found a party of ours encamped, con-
ﬁﬂ:ing
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fifting of one ferjeant, and a compleat
company of feepoys, who came fome
time in February laft, and remained
here by order. By a firiét prohibition
of the Nabob, produced by the Kella-
dar, they have been conftantly refufed
admittance into the fort ; and whenever
they approach the town, either fingle or
in fmall bodies, the gates are always
clofed againft them. The ferjeant men-
tions to have received notice about the
latter end of February of two Europe-
ans, who were faid, by the town’s peo-
ple, to be then in the place; but that
he himfelf has never feen them, nor
heard of them fince, any where about
the country.

IN confequence of yours and Mr.
Haftings’s orders, I was in the fort to-
day for fome hours, the ferjeant and two
feepoys with me, who, as well as my-
{elf, were acquainted with the place. We
difperfed feveral ways, and made a ftrict
but ineffectual fearch.

Onx e European indeed I met with, a

lame Frenchman, who has been a long
while
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while in the Nabob's férvice ; who loft
an arm in-it, and tells me, he was fent
to this garrifon about fix months ago. |
examined this man very particularly
concerning the deferters, and accompa-
nied my queftions with promifes of free-
dom, and a handfome recompence, if he
would difcover to me where they were :
but he abfolutely affired me, that there
was not only none here at prefent, but
that he had never feen a fingle Europe-
an in the fort fince his coming,

Urown enquiring in the town, the
fame anfwers were returned. From
thefe accounts ¥ ami apt to believe, what-
ever deferters may Have taken fhelter
there, they have been long gone from
thence. The extreme mifery of the
wretch, to whom 1 offered the gratuity,
feems to confirm this opinion, fince he
fearecly would have rejected fuch terms
of protection and reward, for deelaring
what could in no manner affe& him to
his detriment. He is very anxious for
his liberty, which Mr, Haftings intends
to follicit for to the Nabob.”

THE
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Tue ftile of Mr. Ellis’s letters, was
evidently calculated to inflame the minds
of fuch of the members of the Board,
as had taken up the fame prejudices a-
gainft the Nabob with himielf, and were
ready to fecond his views. According-
ly, upon all occafions, when thefe re-
prefentations were received from Patna,
fome one was always ready to propofe
the meft violent meafures; for exam-
ple, when advice was reccived from Mr.
Ellis, of the feepoys being refufed ad-
mittance into Mongheer fort, to fearch
for the deferters, it was propofed, that
an additional number of troops fhould
be fent to force an entrance; and when
Coja Antoon (fent down prifoner by
Mr. Ellis, for purchafing five maunds
of falt-petre) arrived in Calcutta, it was
moved by fome, that he fhould be
publickly whipped ; and Mr. Johnftone
ftrongly urged, that he thould have his
ears cut off ;. and as there was at this
time a large majority of the Board in
this difpofition, or I may rather fay that,
at this time, I had not even one to fup-

port

¥ vy Anf
o P A
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port me, I was in continual apprehen-
fions, that fome violent meafures would
take place, and make an irreparable
breach between us and the Nabob ; I
therefore made it my ftudy, by mode-
ration, to abate this violent fpirit which
prevailed. I forbore to make any re-
marks on the fteps which had been taken
by Mr. Ellis, and could not then be re-
medied ; and rather feemed to approve
~ of what was paffed, to prevent their
going to greater lengths, and keep
things quiet upon the footing they then
were, until orders could be received
from the Company. Guided by this
principle, when Coja Antoon arrived in
Caleutta, I joined with the reft of the
Board, in approving of Mr. Ellis’s feiz.-
ing him; and by that conceffion, brought
them to agree to his being fent back to
the Nabob, and referred to him to be
punithed. In the fame manner, when
the fecpoys, fent by Mr. Ellis to fearch
the fort of Mongheer, were refufed ad-
mittance, and had pofted themfelves a¢
four or five miles diftance, I=agreed

with
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with the Board, in ordering them to re-
main there quiet, until an officer was
admitted to fearch for the deferters; and
by repeated reprefentations to the Na-
bob, of the neceflity of his acquiefcing
fo far, at length obtained his confent.
This explanation of the reafons of my
condud, on thefe.gecafions, feemed ne-
ceflary, as I think” 1 am more liable to
cenfure, for having fo far approved of
M. Ellis's unjuftifiable proceedings, than
for all the fupport I have given the Na-
bob, in the exercife of his due authori-
ty, although I haye been frequently re-
proached with havingdefended the rights
of his goyernment, beyond the bounds -
of juftice. : :
 NorwiTusTaNDING all theal
furances I could give the Nabob, he
was made fo extremely -uneafy by thefe
continual infults, ‘that his own people,
and the whole cquntry, could not help
obferving it. Thofe who were difaffect-
ed about his perfon, did not lofe the op-
portunity of encouraging his enemies by
reporting, that the Englifh were on the
point
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point of breaking with him; that they
had fent an army againft Mongheer fort ;
that more forces were coming up from
Calcutta; and that he, unable to cog-
tend with the Englifh, was refolved not
to return from the Bowjepoor country,
but retire into the Deccan, At the fame
time, they were continually infinuating
to the Nahob_, that Mr. Ellis was actuzl-
ly refolved to attack him, and thae Co-
lonel Coote was coming upwith the fame
defign *. It is not to be wondered, that
fuch reports, corroborated by the infules
Mr. Ellis had aCtually committed, fhould
create inthe Nabob frong fufpicions; ang

althe’

% About this time 2 confpiracy was detected 5.
gainft the Nabobh's perfon ; which was carried op

Sing, and Muttroomuy] Hircarmas, e was difto-
vered by fome intercepted letters from the confpira-
tors to Pulwan Sing, ang the other rebel zemindars
of Bawjepoor, | fhall infere only ohe of them,
which will erve 1o fhew, by the arguments made
ule of, the unhappy confequences of Mr. Ellis’s con-
dudt, and the cAcouragement it ave to the Nao
bab’s eneries,

Tranflation
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altho’ I am perfuaded hehad an entire con-
fidence in my friendfhip, and knew, that
1 would do my utmoit to prevent any
infringement of the agreement between

him

Tranjlation of @ Letter from Secteram to Raja Pul-
wan Sing, the principal Bowjepoor Rajab.
¢ T Losc much to fee you, I havealready wrote
you the particulars, which you bave doubt-
lefs perufed. God grant you may. foon rcturn to
your own coustry, and their is great probability
that will foon happen, for the Nabob Coffim Allee
Cawn, and the Europeans, are at variance; and
Mir. Ellis (chief of the Englifh fadtory at Patna) and
g Cawn, are great enemies to cach other s
and Mr. Ellis has fent an army of feepoys to take
Mongheer fort. In this fituation the Nabob cannot
remain in this country. It appears, that he will
take the Delly road, on account of the difputes
between him and the Evropeans, Shuja Dowlawill
fhortly be in pofleflion of this province, and you
will be in pofleflion of your zemindarree ; fo make
yourfelf quite eafy.” :

As foon as the Nabob had poffeffion of thefe let-
ters, he fummoned Secteram into his prefence ;
charged him with his crime, in the prefence of
feveral hundreds of people, many of them of dif-
tinftion, who were affembled on this occafion, and
produced other proofs of his guilt, He appealed

to
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him and the Company ; yet he had ex.
perienced that my power was not fuffi-
cient, and that he depended, as he ob-
ferved in feveral of his letters, on the
will of many, and fome of thofe his ir-
reconcileable enemies,

Noruing is fo difficult as to re-
move fufpicions of this kind when once
they have taken root, efpecially if there
be any advifers who haye an intereft in
fomr:nting the quarrel, In fuch a cafe,
every nﬂ'uranc;__: of fri:ndﬂ]jp is repre-
fented as a de['n to deceive and yp-
guard, and then to take ap advantage ;
and when fuch reprefentations can be
firengthened with notorious inflances of
recent affronts, there js hardly a poffi-
- bility they thould not gain credit,

Whairst
to the affembly for theje fentence on him, which
Was unanimous, that he was guilty, and delerved.
to fuffer death; and he Was executed accordingly,
A few days after Narain Sing, and Muttroomul,
underwent the fame trial, and the fame fate, Sheik
Sadoolla, who was encamped at fome difkance, re. &
fufed to obey the fummons. The Nabob detached
a body of forces againft him, with orders to bring

him before him aliye of dead.  He ftood upon his
defence, and was killed,
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WauiLsT thefe commotions were en-
couraged at Patna, the enemies of the
Nabob were not idle below ; they in-
vented a large parcel of letters, and
handed them to Mr. Batfon, chief of
Coflimbuzar, as copies of a correfpon-
dence between the Nabob, his uncle
Torab Allee Cawn (who was his deputy
at Moorfhedabad) and Coja Petrus, an
Armenian merchant of Calcutta. Thefe
Mr. Batfon tranfmitted to the Board ;
they brought with them many marks of
forgery, but one in particular, which
was fufficient to convince me, as they
fpoke of 2 man, who was faid to have
been fent with a meflage from the Na-
bob to me, of which man and meflage
I had neyer heard. However, all my
affurances had little weight with minds
filled with fuch warm prejudices ; and
it had well nigh been refolved to feize
Coja Petrus, and all his papers, upon
no better evidence than thefe fuppofed
copies, although confuted by their own
contents. However, it was agreed to
proceed on an enquiry with the greateft

Vor. II. C fecrecy,
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fecrecy, in order to arrive at fome proof’;
but the more we enquired, the ftronger
was the appearance of forgery, although
we could not pofitively trace it to the
firit author.

Sven pains taken to fow diffenfions

and jealoufies on both fides, could not
fail to produce a quarrel, and that very
fhortly.  Although the Nabob confent.
ed toall that I propofed, with refpeé to
Coja Antoon, that he fhould be difmif-
fed his fervice ; and with refpect to the
deferters, that an officer fent by me
fhould fearch the fort of Mongheer. Yet
fuch reiterated affronts left upon his
mind a fixed refentment and extreme
uneafinefs, and gave him an unhappy in-
ftance of the ftrength of the party op-
pofed to him, and of my inability to fe-
cure him againft their open and fecret
defigns. And on our part, although I
was convinced myfelf, that the Nabob had
neither the means nor the inclination to
fet himfelf up again@t us; yet fo many
reportswere fpread about of an approach-
ing rupture, that many muft neceffarily

be
¥

- .
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be deceived ; fome for want of an op-
portunity of being better informed, and
more by depending on the information
of fuch, as were always willing to be-
lieve what they withed, and therefore
gave that turn to every piece of intelli-
gence however inconfiftent with reafon.

SECTION IX.

Mr. Haftings’s Deputation to the Nabob.
The State and Caufes of the Difputes
between the Officers of the Govern-
ment, and our Agents in the inland
Trade.

Reafons of this Deputation. — Inflruiions
fo Mr. Haftings.—Mpr. Amyartt’s M-
tion for an additional Claufe. — Debate
and Opinion thereupon. —The Claufe a-
greed to.—Copy of it.—Mr. Amyatt’s

Surther Minute.— Myr. Haftings ar-
rives at the Nabob's camp. —The Na-
bob’s Anfiver to the Board's Meffage.
—Myr. Haftings endeavours ineffectually

Zo reconcile Mr. Ellis with the Nabob.
C 2 —T 200
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~Two Letters on that Subjelt. —Let=
ter from Mr. Haftings to the Board.
= Several Letters between Myr. Hal-
tings and Mr. Vanfittart. — Letters
Jrom the Board to Mr. Haftings and
Mr. Elis. — Mr. Ellis’s Anfwer. —
* Rife of the Difputes between the Na-
bob’s Officers and our Agents.— Letters
on that Subjelt between Mr. Vanfittart
and Mr. Haftings.—Mp. Haftings re-
turns to Caleutta.—Complaints from the
Nabob and bis officers, regarding our
Agents and Gomaflabs.

THINGS could not ftand long up.

on the point to which they were
now brought. Every word and acion
of the Nabob's was conftrued into a de-
claration of a defign againft the Englith ;
and particularly from the chiefand coun-

cil at Patna fuggeftions of this kind were °

frequent ; whilft, on the part of the Na-
bob, every ordinary motion of ours was
reprefented to him in fuch colors, as
would moft add to his apprehenfions of
our intending to break with him. This

lorking

e
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lurking difeafe, if not fpeedily removed,
muft foon break out with violence; and
the moft effe@ual remedy I judged,
would be to fend a perfon, in whom the
Nabob had great confidence, to affure
him, that his fufpicions of our intend-
ing to break with him were groundlefs ;
to defire him not to give ear to thofe
who ftudied to. reprefent every thing in
the worft light ; to advife him to forget
what had paffed between him and Mr.
Ellis ; and finally to endeavor to bring
about a reconciliation between them ; in
which good work I hoped Mr. Ellis
would readily join. With thefe views
I propofed to the Board, to fend Mr.
Hadtings on a deputation to the Nabob ;
which was agreed to, and the following
inftructions prepared,
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Copy of the Governor and Councils In-
Jiruétions to Mr.Haiftings. Dated Cal-
cutta, March 15, 1762,

L E have obferved, for fome time

paft, an uneafine(s or jealoufy
in the Nabob’s condué, which we can
attribute to nothing but the falfe reports
and reprefentations of mifchievous per~
fons ; and being defirous of convincing
him, that we with for nothing more,
than to preferve the prefent tranquility
of the country, to avoid all difputes,
and to conform to the terms of the trea-
ty fubfifting between him and the Com-
pany. We think proper to depute you,
in whom the Nabob has great confi-
dence, to make him thofe affurances on
our behalf.

AT the fame time we thould be ex-
tremely glad to difcover who have been
the fecret authors of this growing jea-
loufy. Weimagine, there may be fome
as well amongft the perfons living under
our protection, as about the Nabob’s
perfon. You may affure the Nabob, that

we

L
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we fhall feverely punifh thofe who be-
long to us, whenever we can fix the
guilt ; and you will ftrenuoufly recom-
mend to him to do the fame on his
part.

TwHE fooner you can fet out on this
commiffion the better, that the bad ef-
feéts, which the want of confidence be-
tween us and the Nabob might occafion
in the country, may be prevented.”

Tue next Council day but one, Mr.,
Amyatt made a motion in the following
terms.

“ MR. Amyatt recolle@s the Prefi-
dent mentioned, that twenty lacks of
rupees were promifed by Coffim Allee
Cawn to the Board ; but that he would
not confent to this money’s being re-
received till the debt to the Company
was paid : as that is now fatisfied, Mr,
Amyatt is of opinion, it thould be made
a part of Mr. Haftings's inftructions, to
endeavor to recover the promifed twen-
ty lacks of rupees; and when recover-

Cga ed,

f



24 A NARRAPIVE of the

ed, that inftead of being diftributed a-
mongit the members of the Board, which
could not fail raifing a fufpicion, that our
affents to the revolution were bought,

the money fhould be brought to the cre-
dit of the Company.”

As Mr. Amyatt could not fincerely
think the Company had a right to make
fuch a demand upon the Nabob, it is
impoffible to affign any other reafon for
this motion, than an intention of fruf-
trating, by fo unjuft and vexatious a dif-
pute, the good end propofed from Mr,
Haftings’s deputation, and effe@ually
fhutting up all the ways of reconcilia-
tion, by a demand, which every one
knew the Nabob would rejeé with afto-
nithment. However, Meflieurs John-
ftone and Hay joined heartily in this
demand ; and whether they thought ma-
jor Carnac’s opinion would add weight
to their refolutions, or whether they
were unwilling to deprive him of a fhare,
in every opportunity of infulting the
Nabob; or whether it was the major's

own
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own defire to be a party on this occafion,
it was moved #, that he thould be called
to the Board, although it is very certain,
according to the Company’s regulations,
he cuuld not fit there on fuch a fubjet.

THE

* The following is the fubftance of the debate,
upon the motion for calling major Carnac to the
Board upon this occafion.

< Mr. Johnftone moves, that the opinion of :he
colonel and major fhould be afked, with regard to
the inftructions to be given to Mr. Haflings.

The queftion being put, whether the colonel
and major fhould be defired to attend ¢

Mef. Hay, Johnftone and Amyatt are of opi-
nion; the Company's intention, in their fixty-third
paragraph, mentioning military affairs and matters,
relative thereto, implies, that colonel Coote and
major Carnac are to be prefent, and confulted in
affairs of fuch publick nature, as deputations, al-_
liances, and in drawing up inftrutions, for whoever
may be fent in fuch publick charaéter, on the part
of the Board, when the national honer, and the
Company's bufinefs, are interefted. T'he Governor
thinks, that the Company’s inftruftions, in the
fixty-fourth paragraph of their commands, of the
13th of March, 1761, are very plain; that neither
colonel Coote, nor major Carnac, are members «i-
ther of the Board, or Scle& Committee, excepting
in cafes where military affairs only are under de-

bate.
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THE opinions given by the feveral
members, and by myfelf, with refpect
to the propofed demand, were thefe fol-
lowing.

Mr. Hay's Minute.

“ As it appears to me, from the Pre-
fident’s declaration, that the bond for
this money was given to the members of
the Board, that were then prefent in
Calcutta, and that Mr. Holwell was
one of them; from its being the only
advantage gained by the treaty with Cof~
fim Allee Cawn, except his promife to
get the Nabob Meer Jaffier Allee Cawn
-to make over the revenues of the lands,

now

-bate. Thefe are the words of the Company’s let-
ter, and need no explanation ; and are apparently
intended to limit the meaning of the word relative,
which ftandsin the foregoing paragraph, and which
can be underftood only of negotiations to be carried
on with any foreign power, with a view to fome pro-
jefted military operation. He thinks the inftruc-
tions to Mr. Haftings are no ways relative to mili-
tary affairs ; yet it is not at all difagreeable to him
to have the advice of thofe gentlemen, if the reft
of the Board think it will be for the good of the
Company.”
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now poflefied by the Company, for the
maintenance of our troops in his fer-
vice ; and that the only expence and rifk
of putting in Coflim Allee Cawn, for
which he promifed and gave a bond
for thefe twenty lacks, muft fall on the
Company. I think, that they have an
undoubted right to the money, and that
it thould be demanded of the Nabob on
their account; and in cafe he refufes
payment on account of the bond’s being:
returned, that he fhould be made to un-
derftand, that it was returned withour
proper authority, and not by an order of
the Board.” ¥z

Myr. Johnftone’s Minute.

<« Mr. Johnftone thinks Mr. Haift-
ings fhould be directed to afk this fum,
promifed by Coffim Allee Cawn, in con-
fequence of fervice to be rendered him
by the reprefentatives of the Company,
and by their power and influence, which
may therefore be confidered as the Com-
pany’s due; otherwife, the proceedings
of their fervants, in the advancement of
Coflim
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Coflim Allee Cawn, would be liable to
the fu{'pician; that their motives were
other than thofe they have declared; -
that when Coffim Allee Cawn tendered
his bond to the members then prefent in
Calcutta, the Company might have ex-
pected their agents to have accepted and
transferred it to their account, from the
fame fpirit of difintereftednefs, as the
only immediate advantage then offered,
efpecially as the Company ran the rifk,
and fupplied the force and expence re-
quired for this revolution : and he joins
in opinion with Mr. Hay, that as the
bonds were not returned by a regular
deed of the council, the amount may
ftill be demanded and recovered of the
Nabob.”

“ Major Carnac is of opinion, the
demand propofed to be made to the Na-
bob, by Meflieurs Amyatt, Johnftone,
and Hay, of the twenty lacks, ought to
be done, were it only in juftification of
themfelves; for, however innocent the
gentlemen of the Board may be, the
world probably imagines, that they have

all
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all received fome pecuniary confidera-
tion, in return for having appointed Cof-
fim Allee Cawn to the Subahdarree ;
whereas, from this demand being made,
the contrary will appear upon record. If
the Nabob #refufes, which I think he
will and ought, we are juftified at once ;
and if he grants it, there is fo much
gained to the Company.”

The Prefident’s Minute.

“ TuAT a right judgment may be
formed, whether the demand propofed
by Mr. Amyatt, to be made upon the
Nabob of twenty lacks of rupees is rea-
fonable or not ? It feems neceffary to re-
cite here all the circumftances of the
cafe, on which he would found the claim.
I have informed the Board more than
once, and particularly in confultation
January 12, 1761, that Coffim Allee
Cawn (now the Nabob) at the time of
concluding the treaty with him, in the
month of September, 1760, defired to
make a prefent to myfclf, and the
other gentlemen of the Sele@ Commit-

tee,
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tee, then at Calcutta.” I have as often
mentioned, that I immediately and ab-
folutely declined the faid offer, for my-
felf and the reft of the gentlemen, ob-
ferving to Coflim Allee Cawn, that in
the agreements entered intd® with him,
we had no other view, but the reftoring
order to the country, and fettling a more
certain fund for {upplying the unavoid-
able expences of the Company, then fo
ill provided for, that our troops at Pat-
na had been fome months without their
pay; at the fame time, that the Nabob's
own affairs were in fo diftrefled a condi-
tion, that he was every day in danger of
lofing his life, by the mutinous attempts

of his troops. ’
Tue paper which Coffim Allee Cawn
delivered me, containing this propofal, I
returned the very moment I had read it.
It was wrote in Perfian ; and, to the beft
of my recolleion, was to the follow-
ing purport : “ That threc months af-
ter his appointment to the neabut, or de-
puty government, under the Nabob, Jaf-
fier Allee Cawn, he would give twenty
lacks
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lacks of rupees fo Meflieurs Vanfit-
tart, Holwell, Caillaud, Sumner and
M‘Gwire.” Thefe four gentlemen en-
tirely approved of my refufal of this of-
fer ; and what I faid on the occafion to
Coflim Allee'Cawn, who was however
a good deal furprized and uneafy at it.
Afterwards at Moorfhedabad, ywhen Jaf-
fier Allee Cawn declared his refolution
to retire to Calcutta, and Coffim Allee
Cawn was proclaimed Subah of the pro-
vinces, he renewed the fame offer, and
I again declined it in the fame terms,
adding, that if he found himfelf capable .
of raifing money enough to anfier the
monthly payments of the Company’s
balance, and fatisfy the troops of Jaffier
Allee Cawn, and had befides any thing
to fpare, he might make the Company
a prefent of five lacks over and above his
agreements, to be fent to Madras, to
help to defray the expences of the army
before Pondicherry ; to which he imme-
diately confented.

ArouT two months after, the Na-

bob fent me a compliment of a bill for
25:000 h
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25,000 rupees, upon the occafion of the
birth of my fon. I laid this before the
Board, in confultation January 12,1761,
and declared, that as I had rejected for
myfelf, and the other gentlemen of the
Select Committee, all offers of private
emoluments, and had not received a
fingle rupee from the Nabob, fo neither
would I, while a doubt fubfifted with
refpect.to the money he had engaged to
pay the Company, or the long arrears of
his predeceflor’s troops ; accordingly, the
25,000 rupees were paid into the Com-
pany’s treafury.

Since that, the Nabob has, by fur-
prifing diligence in the regulation of the
affairs of his government, difcharged not
enly the payments due to the Company,
with the addition of the promifed five
lacks, but has alfo fatished his prede-
ceflor’s and his own troops, notwith-
ftanding the ceffion to the Company, of
Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong,

made a very large deduction from his
revenues.

Tue
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Tue amount the Company have re-
ceived from the Nabob, is about twenty-
fix lacks of Sicca rupees ¥, as per receipt
in full, entered after confultation Fe-
bruary 8, 1762. And from the faid
countries ceded as before-mentioned, we
have received to the 31ft of January
laft, above fifty-three lacks of current
rupees +, as per abftradted account tranf-
mitted to the honourable Court of Di-
reGtors by the Warren. After this, I
cannot fee upon what pretence we can
demand of the Nabob a further fum of
twenty lacks of rupees. If we were in
diftrefs for money for carrving on the
Company’s affairs, andwere on that ac-
count under a neceffity of requefting of
the Nabob to lend us fuch a fum, I have
that opinion of him, as to think ‘that he
would comply with the requeft if in his
power; or even give it, if fuch an ap-
plication was to be made to him as a fa-
vor requefted for the Company.

# A Sicca rupee is worth about 25. 84d. £, reck-

oning the current rupec at 25 4.
t A current rupee is reckoned worth 25, 4d.

Vour. II. D Anp
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Axp on the other hand, if the de-
mand of fuch a fum is fet np without
the leaft plea, I think he will not only
excufe himfelf from complying with fo
unreafonable a claim, but will alfo look
upon it as a mark, that we are not in-
clined to obferve on our part the treaty
~which he has fo well fulfilled on his;
and in which it is agreed, that we fhall

+' afk nething more than the monies there-

in promifed, and the ceffions therein fti-
pulated.  Confequently fuch 2 demand
would very much add to the uneafinefs
which the Board have of late obferved
in the Nabeb, and which, one and all,
have exprefied a defire of finding out
the caufe of, and removing. The de-
mand now propofed tends to aggravate
that uneafine(s inftead of removing it.
¥ hope fuch is not Mr. Amyatt’s view in
making the propofal; but it is hard to
conceive from what motive it can have
proceeded.  Certainly it is not from
pure regard to the Company, nor from
any conviction of the juftnefs of the
claim ; for he never thought of offering

the



Tranfallions in BENGAL. 35

the Company what he reccived of the
Nabob Jaffier Allee Cawn’s prefent to
the Council and Committee ; nor ever
gave it as his opinion that the Company
had a right to it.

For my own part, I think that nei-
ther the Company nor I, nor any other
perfon, have any other claim or demand
upon the Nabob of ‘any fort, that there
is not even an appearance of juftice in
Mr. Amyatt's propofal, and that the pro-
fecution of it could have none but bad
confequences.”

Tue Majority of the Beard agree-
ing, that the propofed demand fhould be
made upon the Nabeb, the follewing
pofticript was accordingly added to Mr.
Haftings’s inftructions.

« Anxp we further dire® you, to ap-
ply to the Nabob for the twenty lacks
of rupees, the amount of the bond he
gave at the time the treaty was made
with him, to the members of the Scleét

- Committee then prefent in Calcutta; to
D2 which
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which fum, notwithftanding they re-
turned the bond, we conceive the Com-
pany have a title. You will therefore
ufe your beft endeavors to recover the
fame as foon as pofiible, as the tranqui-
lity of the country, by the fuccefs of
our arms, has undoubtedly enabled him
to difcharge the above obligation.”

Mr. Amyatt judging it neceffary to
make fome reply to the arguments con-
tained in my minute, it is here infert-
ed, leit it thould be faid, that any thing
is omitted, although not nmtcml to the
prefent fubjeét.

“ The minute given in by the Prefi-
dent the 22d of March, has not in the
leaft altered the fentiments of Mr. A-
myatt, in regard to the demand pro-
pofed by him to be made from Coffim
Allee Cawn, of the twenty lacks of
rupees for the ufe of the Company, as
he finds nothing in the minute to inva-
lidate the reafon which induced him to
propofe that the demand fhould bemade;

nor
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nor did any minute or expreffion of Mr.
Vanfittart’s ever imply fuch money was
not to be received, but the contrary, and
only refted the payment of it to the
Nabob'’s generofity, after his other ex-
pences were defrayed, which was not
ritking much ; for while we remain fo
powerful in this country, fuch a promife
the Nabob will look on as binding as a
bond, and the taking a bond might
have bad appearances ; for it is acknow-
ledged, that a paper was received from
him, containing a promife of twenty
lacks of rupees to Mefl. Vanfittart, Cail-
laud, Holwell, Sumner, and M<Gwire.
Now it is not to be imagined, that he
would have offered {o large a fum to thefz
gentlemen, to the exclufion of the other
members of the Council and Seleé Com-
mittee (an offer before unprecedented)
but as a confideration to engage them to
conclude with him a treaty, from whence
he was to reap fo much advantage, with-
out regarding the opinions ot the reft of
the Board. As therefore they could have
no right to receive money upon fuch

? D 3 terms,
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terms, and Mr. Amyatt is wiiling to bes
licve they have not; if they thought
proper of themfelves to fign a treaty on
the part of our Honorable Mafters, the
confideration for {o doing ought to be
paid to thofe who were to be the only
lofers, in cafe of ill confequences arifing
thencefrom, '

Tue parallel between the prefent re-
ceived by Mr. Amyatt in common with
the whole Board, as well as with the
army and navy ; and this of twenty lacks,
intended for five gentlemen only, is as
umnjuift, s it would be to makea paralicl
between the two revolutions 3 the one
eftablifhed in confequence of the over-
theow of 4 common enemy ; the other
in dire@ breach of the former engage-
meats; the a&t of only part of the
Council, and to which, had all the mem-
bers been confulted, the majority would
probably have obje@ed. Mr. Amyatt
withes he could agree with the Prefi-
dent, that the Nabab is well difpofed
- towards us ; if that were the cafe, there

would be no neceflity at this time of our

fending
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fending Mr. Haftings up to him. The
whole tenor of his conduét demonftrates
the contrary; he is keeping up, and
daily increafing a rabble of an army, at
an immenfe expence ; which he can do
from noother motives, but from diftruft,
and a defire of being independent of us,
as he may command, by virtue of the
treaty, the fervice of our troops for all
occafions. He now remains at the ex-
tremity of the conntry, through his fuf~
picions of us; and in order to be at a
greater diftance from our fettlements, has
determined on removing the feat of his -
government to Rajemahl; and indeed it is
no wonder he fhould entertain thefe fuf-
picions, as he can have no fecurity that
we will keep our faith with him, bet-
ter than we did with his father-in-law,
to whom we were bound by engage-
ments, more {olemn than thofe fince en-
tered into with him ; nor can he ever
acquit himfelf of his own treachery to
Jaffier Allee Cawn, which muft ever
keep alive the fulpicions now burning in
his heart.. Mr. Amyatt docs not allow

D4 the
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the fmalleft degree of merit to Coffim
Allec Cawn, for having difcharged the
payments due to the Company and his
troops; his being in a condition to do
{0, was entircly owing to the happy
change of affairs by the defeat of the
Shahzada. The fame fuccefs would
have equally enabled Meer Jather to do
fo. But moreover, Coflim Allee Cawn
has taken the opportunity of the tran-
quility of the country, to commit the
moft unheard of exa&ions and opprefli-
ons ; and (as a further proof of his re-
gard for us) more particularly againft
fuch as were our avowed friends ;5 Ram-
narain, with many others, are now the
unhappy inftances thereof, by the giving
up of whom, and becoming. in every
thing fince fubfervient to the Nabob's
views, without keeping up any intereft
or friendthip with any other of the lead-
ing men in the country ; there is not a
man of any rank or confequence, as dare
fo much as vifit, or have the leaft con-
nection with any of our chiefs or com-

manders,
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manders, as their letters to the Board at
different times can teftify.”

To which I only anfwered thefe few
words to clofe the fubje&.

“THe Prefident begs leave to ob-
ferve, that the treaty entered into with
Cofiim Allee Cawn, properly came un-
der the province of the Select Commit-
tee, and all the members thereof, who
were prefent in Calcutta, were unanj-
mous in their opinion of it. As to the
remarks on the confequences of that
treaty, they are the fame as have alrea-
dy been often mentioned; and u
which we may expect thortly the fen-
timents and direions of our Honorable
Mafters.”

MR. Haftings fet. out the gth of A-
pril onthis commflion, and arrived at Pat-
na the fecond of the month following ;
here he expected to have met Mr, Ellis,
and to have conferred with him upon the
fubject of that gentleman’s late difputes
with the Nabob; but he was then at
Singia, acountry-houfe about fifteen miles

diftant
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diftant from the faGory ; and continued
‘there during the whole time of Mr. Hal~
tings’s ftay at Patna, which was five days.
Difappointed of this interview, Mr. Haf-
tings procecded to Serferam, where the
Nabob then lay encamped, and delivered
to him the fubflance of the commiffion,
which he had received from the Board.
The Nabob exprefled much offence at
the charge of his having thewn a jea-
loufy of the Englith, and liftened to the
fuggeflions of thofe who ftrove to create
a mifanderftanding between him and the
Company. He declared with warmth,
that though he had caufe to complain of
individuals amongit the former, yet he
regarded the Englith in general as his
beft friends, and the Company as his
fupport; and that he knew of no perfon
that ftrove to create a mifunderftanding
between him and the Company but Mr.
Ellis, repeating all the grievances which
he had fuffered from that gentleman.
He afterwards gave Mr. Haftings a reply
in writing, to the meflage which he had
brought, in the following terms.
Tranflation
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Tranflation of the Nabob's Reply to the
Reprefentations of the Board,

o THAT you, gentlemen, fhould
unreafonably demand twenty

lacks of rupees of me, furprizesme great-
ly. Thisis a behavior unbecoming men
of dignity, in whom it is doubtleft im-
proper, after having refufed a thing, to
repent of it, and demand it in the name
of their mafters. It is true, 1 formerly
offered to give fuch a fum to Mr. Van-
fittart, and fome other gentlemen; bat
they pofitively refufed to accept it, fay-
ing, « We are well-withers of the Com-
pany, and defire nothing for ourfelves 3
give the Company the three provinces of
Burdwan, &c. and that is fufficient.”
Now moft of the gentlemen, to whom I
made this offer, have left the country;
and s to the one or two who fill re-
main here, I do not think that they will
demand it of me. You, Sir, who are
come to this place to bring fo unjuft a
claim, on what pretence, and with what
defiga do you do fo? You oughttokeepin
view,
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view, gentlemen, the agreement I made
with you, in relation to the affairs of the
Company ; wherein, when I agreed to
give them the three provinces of Burd-
wan, &c. you promifed, on their part,
and gave it me in writing, that after hav-
ing received thefe provinces, you would

not afk a * farthing more of me.
Havinc accordingly fully complied
with my agreements, I did befides, at
the inflance and defire of Mr. Vanfittart,
and of my own free will, give the Compa-
ny five lacks of rupees over and above ;
willing thereby to give Mr, Vanfittart
a credit with the Company, and that
they might regard me as their friend in
every refpe@. By the grace of God, I
have compleatly fulfilled the treaty, and
have not, in a fingle inftance, deviated
from it. Yet, gentlemen, notwithftand-
ing this treaty you folemnly made with
me, and ratified with the feal of the
Company, you now demand a fum of
moncy from me, which I have never
borrowed

* In the original a dam, the forticth part of a
rupee,
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borrowed of you, nor obliged myfelf to
pay ; nor have you, in any manner, the
leaft ¢laim on me. T owe nobody a fin-
gle rupee, nor will T pay your demand.
This new cuftom which you are endea-
voring to fet up, in violation of the trea-
ty between us, this cuftom fo calcu-
lated for raifing a difturbance, I will
not admit nor hear of.

You fay, that I fhould remove out of
‘my mind, whatever jealoufy Imay have
of the Englith. This particular furpriz-
ed me much ; for from what, that I have
faid, does this jealoufy appear? And who
has reported fuch a falfchood to you?
It'is proper that you fhould make due
enquiry into this affair. I havé beforé
‘wrote to the Governor, of the proceed-
ings of your dependents ; and it is the
way of the world, that amongft fathers
and fons, brothers, friends and intimates,
differences will fometimes arife, - but
foon give place to friendfhip and bene-
volence ; nor were any of thefe matters
of fuch confequence, that from them
Jou thould fufpedt my fincerity, and

- fend
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fend me a meflage fo different from the
rules and language of friendthip.

Y ou are pleafed to fay, there are mif-
chievous and malevolent men, who pro-
pagate fcandalous fleries of you, gen-
tlemen. I have before wrote repeated-
ly, that whatever villain, in my counfels,
dare {peak ill of you before me, the mo-~
ment hewereknown, he thould be punifh-
ed. Now if fuch an one is known to you,
gentlemen, write me his name, that I
may make an example of him. Many
new factories have been cftablithed in
every part of the country, hoth en the
Company’s account, and by private gen-
tlemen ; and a trade carried on in all
forts of goods, fuch as it was never yet
the cuftom to trade in. To this day,
neither I nor my people, have ever of-
fered them the leafl obftruétion, nor
caufed them the lofs of one rupee. It
grmf:s me, that without caufe or en-
quiry, you, gentlemen, fuffer fuch fuf-
picions to take place in your hearts, and
declare them to me, your friend. Who
it is belonging to yourfelves, that is con~

tinually
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tinually fpeaking ill of me, propagating
calumnies againft me, and reprefenting
ne to you as your enemy, is not unknown
to you. The a&ts of violence commitred
by Mr. Ellis before my face ; the infults
on my people, and the difturbances raif-
ed in the country ; my authority render-
ed contemptible to all [ndoftan ; and ob-
ftructions thrown in the way of every
bufinefs of the government, in the pro-
vince of Bahar. All thefe have I fully
reprefented in my letters to Mr. Vanfit-
tart from the beginning till now, nor fhall
Tdwell on fuch a fubjec afrefh ; becaufe
I am well perfuaded, that Mr. Vanfit-
tart, and the gentlemen of the Council
will make a ftri& enquiry into this af-
fair, and bring to condign punithment
whoever, without caufe or reafon, has
afted as my enemy; that, for the fu-
ture, no one may give interruption to
my bufinefs, nor interfere in the affairs
of my government. Until you make
enquiry into his behavior, and bring
him to punifhment, my authority will
never be eftablifhed. :
: You
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You fay, I fhould look upon the
friendfhip and treaties of Englifhmen as
fincere and inviolable. I have been long
convinced, gentlemen, that our friend-
fhip would by no means be interrupted ;
and in fpite of the mifchievous flanders
of malicious men, the foundations of
our amity would be unfhaken ; becaufe
I know for certain, that the Englifh ne-
ver break their treaties and agreements,
and that all their enquiries are fincere

and impartial.”

As this reply taxed Mr. Ellis by
name, with being the author of all the
animofities then fubfifting between him
and the Council, and in terms which
left no room for any future reconcilia-
tion, Mr. Haftings (that the firft defign
of his vifit might not be fruftrated in
the beginning) prevailed upon the Na-
bob to confent, that he fhould defer
fending it to the Board, till he had writ-
ten to Mr. Ellis, and founded his dif-
pofition with refpect to the means of
putting an end to the difference between

themq
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thém. He acordingly wrotc to Mr. El-
lis the follawing letter.

Copy of a Letter Jrom My, Haftings 1o
Mr. Ellis. Dated Serfaram, May 13
1762. :

o IT was a difappointment to me,
that I'could not fee you at Patna
before T proceeded to the Nabob's camp-
You cannot be ignorant of the commif-
fion which T have received from the
Board, with which my inclinations fo
heartily concur, that I {hould have
eagerly embraced every oceafion to create
a good underftanding between the Nabob
and every perfon employed in any part
- of confequence under’ the Company ;
knowing how effential fuch a temper is
to the fuccefs of our afiairs, I was jn
" hopes, that a meeting with you might
have enabled me the more effectually to
promote this defign, as you could have
inftructed me with the caufes of the late
difagreements between yourfelf and the
Nabob; and pointed out fuch expedients,
as were the moft likely to remedy them.
Vour. II. E Your .
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Your motives for denying me that
opportunity (which, though butas a
compliment due to a member of your
own Board, I might have expected) are
beft known to yourfelf. However, fet-
ting afide all perfonal confiderations, I
am yet willing to give youand the world
a proof of my defire to remove every
occafion of diftruft or diffenfion which
may difturb the public affairs, in offer-
ing you freely my affiftance, to promote
a better difpofition between the Nabob
and yourfelf, than I find at prefent fub-
fifting.

I wiry not mnecal from you, that
he charges you with attempting to breed
a difagreement between him and the
Company ; and has declared it in his
reply to the mefiage, which I carried
him from the Board.

I convEss, Iam not pleafed to in-
terfere in fuch a fubje&; but would
rather wifh to conciliate matters, were
it in my power. For this reafon, T
have deferred delivering the Nabob's re-
ply in my letters to the Board, till I re~

ceive
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ceive your anfwer, with which I hope
to be foon favored.”

Tt thit Letter Mr. Ellis made the followo-
g Reply. Dated Singia, May 17,
1762.

“ T AM this moment favored with

yours of the r3th. It was im-
poflible for me to know, that our meet-
ing was in any degree neceflary, unles

you had told me fo; for to this time I

am no furtheracquainted with what com-

miflion you have received from the Board,
than what was once mentioned in a pri-
vate letter, viz. to remove the Nabob’s
jealoufies ; neither do I think any mem-
ber of the Board could reafonably ex-
pect that I fhould pay him the compli-
ment of travelling fifteen miles at this
feafon, when he never advifed me of his
approach, without which I could be at

RO certainty, either as to the time of his

arrival, or ftay at Patna; and indeed

common report informed me, of your
having fet out for the Nabob’s camp fome

days before it feems you did,
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Tue laudable defire you exprefs, of
removing every occafion of diftruft or
difagreement tha' may difturb the public
affairs, be affured, fhall meet with every
affiftance in my power; nor can you
wifh more ardently for the effecting fo
good a work than I do myfelf. The caufes
of the Nabob’s late behavior I cannot
account for ; unlefs it be, my not hav-
ing concurred in fentiment with thofe
gentlemen who raifed him to the muf-
nud. From the time of my taking
char_ge of the Company’s affairs in this
province, I have ever been folicitous to
keep up a. harmony and good under-
ftanding, not only with the Nabob, but
his officers; they on the contrary have
been moft induftrious to deftroy it. Twice
has the city of Patna been alarmed with
a report, that the Englifh intended to
attack it; and in confequence thereof,
guns mounted, guards augmented, gates
fhut, and admittance denied to every one
belonging to the fattory ; and all this
without the leaft plaufible pretence what-
ever being given,, The falfehoods in-

duitrioufly
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duftrioufly propagated of my defign to
take Mongheer you can be no ftranger
to, nor the ridiculous light in which
they appear. ~ On all occafions the Eng-
lith are reprefented as the Nabob's great-
eft enemies; and it is notorious, that no
man who values his favor dares appear
in the factory.

Twue Nabob accufes me of attempt-
ing to breed a difagreement bérween him
and the Company ; after what he has
accufed other gentlemen of, nothing of
this kind is furprizing. However, a ge-
neral charge amounts to very little. This
term he has given, without any grounds,
to my feizing Coja Antoon. I had be-
fore made repeated complaints to him
of the interruption given our bufinefs ;
which being little or not at all regarded,
it became a dutyincumbenton me to take
other meafures, for fecuring one of the
moft valuable branches of the Company’s
commerce. Of the infults received in the
feizure, detention, and lofs of my boats,
I have acquainted you; as likewife the
affront the Nabob has given me, in not

E 3 anfwer-
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anfwering my letters; but notwithftand-
ing the firlt or fecond inftance of this
kind, I continued writing to him on
bufinefs, till my hircaras were ill treat-
ed in his camp.

Tue firft grand ftep towards obtain~
ing the defired end, will be for the Na-
bob to remove from about his perfon all
thofe who at prefent poifon his mind
with fal(e and idle ftories. Let him ef-
teem the Englith as his beft and only
friends, and as fuch place an entire con=
fidence in them. If any caufe of difgult
appears, let him apply to thofe who are
intrufted with the management of the
Company’s affairs to have the matter
cleared up, which he may always be af-
fured of. For my own part, I fhall ne-
ver do any thing, but what I will affert
to him and the world; and I appeal to
Rajebullub, or any other perfon in office
at Patna, whether upon any complaint
being lodged againft our fervants under
my jurifdi¢tion, I have not given them
a [peedy and ample fatisfaction ; and all
I defire is, that they would a& in the

fame
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fame manner towards the fervants of the
government who infult and treat us ill.
This would create 2 mutual confidence,
and put an end to the prefent diffen-
. ﬁm.li

"It is plain from this letter, that Mr,
Ellis thought of nothing lefs than a
peaceable accommodation; and to at-
tempt it any longer might only ferve to
make matters yet worfe, by adding fuel
to the mutual refentment already fuf-
ficiently inflamed. M. Haftings there-
fore judged it needlefs and improper to
oppofe any longer the Nabob’s defire ;
that his reply fhould be fent to the Board.
He accordingly difpatched it with the
following letter, and fent Mr. Ellis a
copy of the part of it, which concern-
ed him, inclofed in a letter, which he
wrote to him at the fame time, of which

I fhall alfo infert an extraét,
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. Hatftings ¢,
the Gavernor and Council. Dated Jam-
more, May 24, 1762.

L UP’DN my arrival at the Nabob’s

' camp, I informed him of the
- {ubftance of my inftruions, and added
fuch affurances, as I judged moft condu-
cible to remove any diftruft that might
have arifen in his mind. His reply I
have the honer to tranfmit to you, in the
inclofed paper, which I received from
him, figned with his own hand; and I
fhall wait your further commands for my
conduét, in relation to the matters con.
tained therein.

I wiLr not take upon me to judge
of the difputes which have arifen be.
tween the Nabob and Mr. Ellis ; nor
am I properly qualified to give my fen-
timents upon them, being as yet only
acquainted with the complaints of the
former. But I think I cannot better ac-
quit myfelf of the tafk which you have
enjoined me, and which my duty to the
fervice requires from me, than by offer-

g
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ing my opinion in general, that in all
differences between the Company’s fer-
vants, or inferior agents, and the go-
vernment, if proper juftice cannot be
obtained from the Nabob, or thofe au-
thorifed to aé under him, application
thould be made to the Board, and no
perfon be allowed on any pretence to ufe
violent means for the redrefs of his own
grievances ; this method, till Jately, has
been conftantly and univerfally obferved
in all our concerns, not only before the
reftoration of the Company’s privileges,
but by thofe who have fince had the ad-
miniftration of their affairs, and who
will hardly be fufpected of having neg-
lected the honor of the nation, or the
intereft of their employers. In effed, it
is only by referving to yourfelves the pri-
vilege of deciding on all matters of con-
tention, that the authority of the Board
can be maintained, or the publick tran-
quility fecured.” '

' Extrait
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Exiraét of a Letter frm Myr. Haftings
to Mr. Ellis. Dated Jammore, May

27, 1762.

L HAD your reply to my firft letter
contained any circumiftance that

would have ferved to remove the unfa-
vorable opinion, which the Nabob has
conceived of you, from the late contefts
between you, I fhould gladly have pur-
fued the fentiments with which I under-
took my prefent commiffion; and have
endeavored to perfnade the Nabob, to
omit the mention of your name, in his
reply to the meflage which I brought
him from the Board. But as you have
propefed nothing but what, if infifted
upon, would have widened the breach, -
inftead of clofing it ; and all his letters
to the Governor have been filled with
complaints of your behavior, which he
has declared he will not retra&, I have
left him to purfue the dicates of his
own refentment. This complaint hav-
ing been fent through my hands, I will
deal fo open with you, as to give you
this
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this timely notice of it, by fending you
an extrac of that part of his letter which
concerns yourfelf.”

To thefe I willadd fome other letters
of my correfpondence with Mr. Haftings,
which relate to the difputes between the
Nabob and Mr. Ellis, and fhew the pains
ineffectually takentomake peace between
them. -

Extraé of a Letter from Mr. Haftings
to the Governor. Serfaram, May 13,
1762.

« J Desirep Mr. Ironfide to inform
you yefterday of our arrival at Ser-
faram on the gth inftant. I proceeded
dire@ly to the Nabob’s tent. He re-
ceived me with great politenefs, and en-
quired in a friendly manncr after your
health. This vifit pafied only in general
converfation. The next evening I open-
ed to him the fubje& of my commiffion
from the Board, which I gave him in
writing, and pretty nearly in the cor-
refpondent words of the letter, the poft-
feript
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feript excepted, which I read to him
from the original, and (not without fome
difficulty) explained to him.

He exprefled much diffatisfa&tion,
that he fhould be charged with enter-
taining a jealoufy of the Englith, which
he faid, argued fome mifbehavior in him
towards them, as the confequence of
fuch fentiments ; and challenged me to
mention one inftance of his having be-
trayed a want of confidence in the Com-
pany, or deviated from the treaty with
them. Tt is true, he added, he had fre-
quent fubjet of complaint againft the
. Englith dependents ; but that made no

alteration in his engagements with their
principals, or his particular obligations
to you. He was as little pleafed with
the affertion, that the people about his
perfon had given occafion to any differ-
ence between himand the Englith. Hede-
fired that they might be named, and de-
clared, thaton whomfoeverfuchafa@ was
proved; he would put him to death. But
(proceeded he) « If you are yet at a lofs
to know who it is amongft yourfelves,
that
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that firives to create a mifunderftanding
‘between us, I will name him. It is
Mr. Ellis, who, by his aéts of violence
committed on my fervants, and the un-
provoked attacks, which he is daily mak-
ing upon my authority, has not only
given encouragement to my enemies, and
the difaffe@ed people in my own fervice,
but has given occafion to fuch reports
to the difcredit of my government, at
the court of Shuja Dowla, as might be
of the worft cﬂnﬁ:qucncé to my affairs.”

WiTu regard to Mr. Ellis, I am at
a lofs how to act; his behavior, in my
opinion, has been fo imprudent, and
his difaffection to the Nabob fo mani-
feftly inveterate, that a proper repre-
fentation of it, cannot fail to draw upon
him the fevereft refentment of the Com-
pany. Butbefides my averfion to violent
meafures, the length of time before the
Cnnipan}r's notice of thefe affairs could
reach us, and the fupport that the moft
glaring mifconduét in him would meet
with from a majority of the Board, have

inclined me rather to make choice of
fuch
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fuch means, as may be more likely to
conciliate, than inflame our mutual ani-
mofities. With this view I have wrote
to Mr. Ellis a letter, of which the in-
clofed is a copy, and will acquaint you
with his anfwer. If he accepts of’ my
offer, I will do him every good office
that I can with the Nabob. If he de-
clines it, I will not only let the Nabob
purfue his own meafures, but will even
join him, in endeavoring to confute the
afperfions which have been made ufe of,
to ruin his credit with the Company.”

Extralt of a Letter from the Governor t»
Myr. Haftings. Dated May 26, 1762.

“ ¥ Hap the pleafure to receive this

morning your favor of the 13th,
TheNabob'sanfwertothe reprefentations
you made him on the part of the Board,
is exaltly uniform with all his former
declarations, in regard to the difputes
that have arifen between him and Mr.
Ellis; and this uniformity is a ftrong
proof with me, that he- fpeaks with a

good confcience, and has reafon on his
fide.
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fide. However, as I love peace and
_ quietnefs, and have learnt to make al-
lowances for the different tempers and
paflions of different men, I approve en-
tirely of your endeavors to conciltate
matters between the Nabob and Mr.
Ellis, and wifh, that the laft may ac-
cept of your good offices; if not, you
can do no otherwife than reprefent ful-
ly to the Board, the Nabob's anfiver to
the fubjet-matter of your inftru&tions.”

Extraf of a Letter from Mr. Haftings
to the Govermor. Dated Jammore,
May 26, 1762.

» HE world, judging only from

facts, fees the Nabob's authori-
ty publickly infulted ; his officers im-
prifoned ;. feepoys fent againit his forts;
and is told, that the chief of the Eng-
lifh, in thefe parts, difavows the Nabob’s
right to the Subahihip. The obvious
end of fuch fymptoms is an cpen rup-
ture. The Nabob’s enemies receive en-
couragement from this hope; and the
traitors about his perfon, ufe it as an
_ argument
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argument to them to perfift in their re-
volt. Shuja Dowla is informed, that the
Englifh have a@inally commenced hofti-
lities with the Nabob ; nor need I take
notice how fatal fuch a notion might
prove to the Nabob and to us, was not
Shuja Dowla too much engaged with o-
ther defigns, to take advantage of the
weaknefs of this government.

WaeN I accepted of this commif-
fion, I pleafed myfelf with the hopes of
being an inftrument of reconciling all
differences between the Nabob and the
Englith, and putting an end to all ani-
mofities. This I now find an impofii-
ble tafk ; the gentlemen who have taken
upon them to condemn his promotion,
have too publickly proclaimed their dif-
approbation of that meafure, and their
hatred to the Nabob, which have been
repeated to him, probably with exagge-
rations. He has been told, that Mefl,
Amyatt, Ellis, and Carnac, have in
their letters to their * friends in Eng-

land,

* The Nabob’s expreffion was, that they had
wrote to the Company, which, at this time, nei-
. ther



Tranfactions in BENGATL. 65

land, ufed every argument to procure an
order from the Company, to annul the
meafures taken in favor of him ; and re-
prefented his charadter in the moft hate-
ful terms ; that Mr. Fullerton was alfo
charged to aflift in perfon their projeét
of depofing him; and that they have
fivorn together to his ruin; that they
have difcovered a flaw in his title to the
Subahfhip from our treaty, &c. &c.
True or falfe, the Nabob has received
thefe ftories from their intimate acquain-
tance, who may have forged a part, but
could not have invented the whole.”

I nap always flattered myfelf with
the hopes, that the Company’s ap-
probation of the revolution in favour
of Meer Cofim would have been
fuch, as to have reftrained the defigns
of the party formed againft him; and

ther Mr. Haftings nor I had any conception of, as.
no fuch letter had paffed thro' the ufual channel ;
but it feems he meant the letter which had been
written privately by thofe gentlemen, and fome o-
thers of the Council, to the Sele& Committee in
England ; which has fince appeared in print.
Vou. II. F thefe
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thefe hopes were greatly encouraged by
the letter which arrived in the month of
A.pnl but the fecond, which arrived
not till 2 month after, was exprefied in
fuch ambiguous terms, as might ecafily
be conftrued by a party fpirit into a dif-
approbation of it.

Tue following are extra&ts of both
letters.

Extrait of the Company's general Letter
fo Bengal. Dated June 19, 1761.
PON perufal of the faid feveral
letters and papers, we have the
agreeable fatisfalion of ﬁndmg, that the
great revolution in the Subahfhip there-
in-mentioned, has been and is likely to
prove greatly advantageous to the Com-
pany. We have not now time to enter
into any particulars on this happy event ;
and can therefore only recommend, and
leave it to you, to a&t in fuch manner
as fhall be moft for the Company’s in-
tereft.
Wz clearly fee, that this revolution
has been happily brought about, princi-

pally
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pally by the good conduc and addrefs of
our Prefident Vanfittart; and weé ac-
cordingly fincerely and heartily return
him our thanks for his great fervices, and
difintérefted behavior on this occafion.”

Extrai of the Company's general Letter
foBengal. Dated September 30, 1761,
o THI § is the third revolution in

Bengal, wherein the very being
of the Company has been, and from
their confequences may fill be at a fake.
Your ad:.rancing Jaffier Allee Cawn to
the Subahthip, in the room of Serajah
Dowla, was undoubtedlya neceflary mea-
fure, as well for the good of the coun-
try in general, as the intereft of the Com~
pany in particular. Your afterwards de-
pofing Jaffier Allee Cawn, and fetting
Coffim Allee Cawn in his room, we hope
alfo was done with the fame view. Up-
on this prefumption and confidence, thag
no other motives whatfoever had any
influence upon you, We muft lock
on the meafures purfued on this occafion
as unavoidable ; at the fame time we

' F 2 cannot
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cannot help obferving, that it is by the
great regard the Company have always
had to a faithful obfervance of their a-
greements, they have acquired and hi-
therto preferved a reputation with the
natives of India. We could have wifh-
ed therefore the fituation of affairs would
have admitted keeping terms with Jaf-
fier Allee Cawn, that even the leaft han-
dle for a pretence might not have been
offered to prejudiced people, to make ufe
of to throw any refleftion upun the
tranfaction.”

Tur gentlemen who had joined a-
gainft the Nabob, did not fail to turn
this laft paragraph to their own purpofe ;
publifbing- it throughout the country
with their own interpretations, and con-
fidently declaring, that the next ftep
would bean entire difavowal of his pro-
motion, with orders in confequence to
feftore Meer Jaffier. Thefe declarations
foon ‘reached the Nabob’s ears, as no
doubt was intended; and Mr. Haftings
advifed me of the ¢Ec£t that it had up-

on
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on the Nabob very foon after in the fol-

Iawing letter.

, .
Extradl of a Letter from Mr. Haftings
to the Governor. Dated Mongheer,

July 14, 1762,
uii I INFORMED you fome time ago,
that the natural inference which
might be drawn from the extract of the °
laft letter from the Company, was fo
little in favor of the Nabob, or the late
revolution, that T had evaded giving him
a tranflation of it; and only told him,
that the Company had applauded the
meafures which had been taken in his
promotion, and recommended the {trict-
cft union and harmony with the new Na-
bob, for a prevention of the like necef-
fity, and for the credit of our faith. Not
many days after, the Nabob himIf re-
peated to me the whole fubftance of that
extract with {uch hightenings, as a party
fpirit would naturally give to it; and
told me, that Mr. Ellis had declared,
that this difapprobation of the revolution
would be followed by an order from the
: F 3 Company
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Company to oyerfet it ; and that he ex-
pecied great changes when the next thip
arrived.  The Nabob’s good fenfe made
it no difficult matter for me to fatisfy
him how improbable fuch an event was ;
but T mention this only to fhew, how
every occafion is catched at, to fupim;t_
the credit of an inveterate faction ; ‘and
I fuppofe this will hardly be attributed
to the Nabob's invention, or that of the
people about him.” _—

ArTHouGH the many endeavors ufed
to accommodate the differences between
the Nabob and Mr. Ellis had proved in-
effeCtual ; and I faw I had it not in my
power to give the Nabob any fatisfaGtion
for the injuries complained of, I was de-
firous of trying the only expedient yet
Ieft, that of engaging the Nabob to
forget what was pafled, and could not be
remedied ; and, on the other hand, to
engage Mr. Ellis, to live on better terms
for the future, and refrain from renew-
ing the difputes by frefh provocations,
With this view I propofed to the Board,

Lo
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to make an application to this effe@ to
the Nabob, through Mr. Haftings; and
to give freth injunétions to Mr. Ellis,
which was accordingly done in the fol-
lﬂng letters.

Copy of a Letter from the Governor and
Council (Mef. Vanfittart, * M<Gwire
and Hay) fo Mr. Haftings. Dated
July 8, 1762.

o E have. received a letter from
Mr. Ellis, advifing us of the
Nabob's refufal of his vifit ; and the Pre-
fident at the fame time acquainted us
with the reafons the Nabob gave you for
this refufal. We have received alfo ano-
ther letter from Mr. Ellis of the 25th,
advifing us, that Rajah Nobit Roy, upon
his appointment to the Neabut of the
Bahar province, was forbid by the Na-
bobto pay him the ufual compliment of
a vifit. The fum of the Nabob’s reafons
is this, that having had indignities offer-
ed him by Mr. Ellis, and having made
e publick
* Who was juft at this time reflored to the fer-
Vice,
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publick complaints againft him, he
thought it would be abfurd to receive a
friendly vifit from him. We mention-
ed in our laft letter to you, the reafons
given by Mr. Ellis for thofe proceed-
_ings, of which the Nabob fo much com-
plains, viz. his fending feepoys to Mong-
hcer, and his feizing Coja Antoon. We
thall not now repeat thofe reafons, as it
1s not our intention to call to mind old
fubjects of difpute, but rather to. fhew
the Nabob, through  your means, the
necefiity of forgetting them, and endea-
voring to eftablifh 2 general good under-
ftanding. .

W e may fay, both of the Nabob and
Mr. Ellis, that they have been too ready
to give credit to reports injurious to ecach
other; and this it is eafy to fee has
been the reafon why things of them-
felves, of little confequence, have been
made objects of fuch violent confefts. If
falls are thus exaggerated by reports, in
the compafs of thefe provinces, what
may we not expect to be faid of them in
other parts of Indoftan? Certainly ne-

: thing
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thing lefs, than that the difputes between
the Nabob and the Englifh chief at Pat-
na, foretell a breach of the friendfhip
between the two governments ; and this
may encourage his enemies and ours to
attempts, which otherwife they would
not dare to meditate; nay, this has al-
ways been the Nabob's own argument,
and a very juft one, altho’ he now feems
to confider it a private quarrel between
him and Mr. Ellis; we think it can by
no means be regarded in this light; be-
caufe in its confequences it muft affect
the public ; for if fuch a rooted ill-will
between the Nabob, and one of the
Company’s principal fervants, is fuffered
to prevail, the evil cannot but increafe,
and the flame fpread daily ; more of the
dependents of each government will in-
fenfibly adopt the motives of each party ;
and a fuccefiion of prejudiced minds will
arife, prepared to take every opportuni-
ty of fomenting the quarrel, and render-
ing it at length irreconcileable. We de-
fire therefore that you will ufe your ut-’

moft endeavors, by the arguments which
we
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we have now mentioned, and all others,
that may occur to difpofe the Nabob feri-
oufly and heartily to do his part, towards
the difpelling of all animofities ; we have
as ftrenuoufly recommended to Mr. Ellis
to do his part, fo thatwe hope a cordial
and friendly intercourfe may in futura
fubfift between them.

But fhould this, contrary to our
hopes, be found impracticable, we thall
at leaft expedt, that the difputes between
them be fo far accommodated, as to
be concealed from the world ; and that
all the ufual ceremonies, and publick
marks of refpeét, be reciprocally paid
and received. So much is abfolutely ne-
ceflary both for the Nabob’sreputationand
the Company’s ; and we may add, that
the fafety and tranquility of the Nabob's
government is more particularly con-
cerned. . Mr. Ellis, by propofing a vifit
to the Nabob, on his arrival at Patna,
paid the refpeé due from his ftation to

-the rank of the Subah; and we hope
the Nabob, after having this our advice
explained to him, will not again omit

the
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the compliment due from him to 2 mem-
ber of this Board.”

Copy of a Letter from the Governor an
Council (Mef. Vanfittart, M<Gwire
and Hay) to Mr. Ellis. Dated July -
8, 1762.

€ WE have received your letters of
the 23d and 25th inftant ; the

firft advifing of the Nabob’s
your vifit; the other of his forbid-
ding Nobit Roy, to pay you that com-
pliment: upon his appointment to the
Neabut of the Bahar province. Mr.
Haftings tranfmitted to the Prefident, by
the Nabob’s defire, his reafons for re-
fufing your vifit; of thefe we fend you
a copy, and purpofely avoid catering into
any debate upon them; as inftead of re-
calling to mind paft difputes, we are en=
deavoring to fhew the Nabob and you,
the neceflity of having them entirely
forgot, and a general good'harmony efta-

blithed.

Incrosen we fend you a copy of our
inftrutions to Mr. Haftings on this fub-
ject.
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je&t. The reafons therein contained, will
convince you how much the tranquility
of the country, and confequently the
good of the Company, is interefted, in
putting an end to thefe animofities.” An
intercourfe between the Nabob and you,
fo far as it regards your public charac-
ters, is abfolutely neceffary, and we fhall
always infift on it ; but we wifh for more,
and ftrenuoufly recommend to you to let
nothing be wanting, on your part, toe-
{tablifh ahearty friendfhip between you.”

Mr. Ellis, inftead of complying with
fo falutary an advice, perfifted always in
the fame violent fentiments, and wrote
the following anfwer to the Board.

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis to the
Governor and Council. Dated July 23,
1762. \

: I Have been favored with yours of
the 8th, inclofing an extra& of

Mr. Haftings’s letter to the Prefident,and

a copy of your inftructions to that gen-

t!eman, which I fincerely wifh may have

the
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the defired effect; but fear the Nabo
has aced too long without controul, to
liften now to any advice however falu-
tary.

Fuovcu I never hope to be on a
footing of friendthip or intimacy with
the Nabob, yet knowing how neceffary

‘it was for the Company’s affairs, and
more particularly {o for his own, to fave
appearances, I did not think he would
have refufed an interview, which, in-
ftead of occafioning a quarrel, as he ab-
furdly obferves, might perhaps have laid
the foundation of a future good under-
ftanding ; but it feems he can conftrue
the occafion of complaints that have a-
rifen, either into a public concern, or a
private quarrel with Mr. Ellis, as may
beft fuit his own conveniency.

ANy overtures that the Nabob may
make towards a reconciliation I fhall
readily embrace; but after the manner
in which I have been treated by him,
none can come from me, without being
greatly derogatory to the public charac-
ter I have at prefent the honor to bear.

Rajaum
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- Rajan Nabit Roy has been permit-
ted to pay me the compliment of a vifit,
which I have returned.”

A RECIPROCAL animofity, which car-
ried itfelf to fuch public a&s of violence,
but too loudly proclaimed itfelf to the
world; and it was foon known, or at
leaft univerfally believed, that a party
was formed amongft the Englith, and
that a very powerful one, whofe aim was
to overfet the Nabob; and the frequene
quarrels raifed with him, were looked
upon as the effects of that defign. As
upon fuch occafions, the dependents ne-
ver fail to adopt the fentiments of their
fuperiors, nothing was heard of all over
the country but outcries on the one
hand, againft the tyranny and oppreffi-
ons of the Englifh and their gomattalis;
and on the other, againft the infolence
and encroachments of the Nabob and
his officers. Hence arofe a frefh matter
of contention, more dangerous than any
of the paft, becaufe it was not confined
to one place, nor regarded mere points

of
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of henor, but was diffufed throughout
the whole country, and touched the ten-
dereft part of felf-intercit on both fides,
the very being of the Nabob's govern-
ment, and the freedom of the Englith
commerce. In effe, this proved the
crifis of the long depending conteft ;
and became, from. the violence with
which it was carried on, the canfe of
the rupture which the party fo earneftly -
withed for, little attending to the un-
happy confequences which it might, and
which T am forry to fay, it acually
did produce. This became ‘the fubject
of many of the letters which pafied be-
tween Mr. Haftings and me, whil@t he
remained with the Nabob, fome of the
moft material are here felected.

Copy of a Letter from M. Haftings #o
the Governor.  Dated Bauglepoor,
April 25, 1762.

"IBEG leave to lay before you a

- % grievance, which loudly calls for
redrefs, and will, unlefs duly attended
to, render incffeCtual any endeavors to

create
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create a2 firm and lafting harmony be-
tween the Nabob and the Company. I
mean, the oppreffions committed under
the fanétion of the Englith name, and
through the want of fpirit in the Na-
bob’s fubjets to oppofe them. This
evil, I am well aflured, is not confined
to our dependents alone, but is praé&tifed
all over the country, by people falfely
afluming the habits of our feepoys, or
calling themfelves our gomaftahs. As
on fuch occafions the great power of the
Englifh intimidates the people from ma-
king any refiftance; fo, on the other
hand, the indolence of the Bengalees,
or the difficulty of gaining accefs to thofe
who might do them juftice, prevents our
having knowledge of the oppreffions,
and encourages their contindance, to the
great, though unmerited fcandal ﬂf our-

government. P
I uAave been furprized tomeet with
feveral Englith flags flying in- places
which I have pafied ; and on the river,
I do not believe that I paffed a boat
without one. By whatever title they
have
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have been affumed (for I could only truft
to. the information of my eyes, without
fopping to afk queftions) I am fure
their frequency can bode no good to
the Nabob's revenues, the quiet of the

- ™ gquatry, or the honor of our nation,

- but-evidently tends to leffen each of
A PARTY of feepoys, who were on
the march before us, afforded Afufficient
proofs of the rapacious and infolent fpi-
rit of thofe people, where they are left
to their own difcretion. Many com-
plaints againft them were made me on
the road; and moft of the petty towns
and ferais were deferted at our approach,
and the thops fhut up, from the appre-
henfions of the fame treatment from us,
You are fenfible, Sir, that it is from
fuch little irregularities; too trivial per-
haps for public eomplaint, and conti-
. nually repeated, that the country people
are habituated to entertain the moft un-
favorable notions of our government ;
and by them the Englifh credit fuffors
much more than by matters which are -
. Vou. IL G made
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made of greater confequence in the de-
bates between the Nabob and us.

You have already pointed out one
method, by which the truth of the com-
plaints againft our gomaftahs, may be in-
quired into and redrefied, which I fhall
not fail to reprefent in a proper manner
to the Nabob. But nothing I fear will
reach the root of thefe evils, till fome
certain boundary be fixed between the
Nabob's authority and our privileges.

W as I to fuppofe myfelf in the place
of the Nabob, I fhould not be at 2 lofs
in what manner to prote& my own
fubjets or fervants from infults ; but
‘whilft the principleprevails, thatno point
(however little beneficial to ourfelves) is
to be given up to the Nabob; and that
his authority upon every occafion fhould
be checked for the fecurity of our
own, I fhould hardly venture to pro-
pofe to any one, befides youriclf, to
reftrain the power of our gomaitahs, to
the immediate concerns of the Company
or their fervants, to which we curfelves
are limited by our firmaun, and our trea-

ty
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ty with the Nabob ; and where any per-
fons, affuming the Englith name, are
guiley of alts of violeneeor oppreflion to
any of the Nabob's fubjeéts, and with-
in his jurifdi@ion;, that the magiftrate
take fuch meafures as his office, and the
matter in queftion, may require for pre-
venting them, without making any dif-
tinckion in fuch cafes betwixt our agents,
and the dependents of the government.

As the power of executing juftice
muft be lodged fomewhere, and our fer-
vants, if injured, have always the means
of appealing, we may be certain, that
the magiftrates will be very cautious how
they give any fuch caufe for comphaint, as
may endanger their difmifiion, which
{hould be infifted on as the flighteft pu-
nithment for any notorieus perverfion of
juitice.
WiTn regard to the abufe of our flag,
in defrauding the government of its du-
ties, I koow no method fo likely to
prove cffeGual, as thofe which have been
repeatedly recommended, and which it
isneedlefs for me to mention.

G 2 Ispmare
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I smavyr forbear faying any thing
fully to the Nabob, concerning the com-
plaints againit our people, till T am fa-

- vored with your further opinion on this

fubject, that I may know from thence
how far Iam to proceed towards fettling
this point with the Nabob, and prevent-
ing all future differences, that may arife
from the prefent uncertain and perplex-
ed fituation of affairs.”

Extraft of a.Lcrrrr ﬁ-*m the Governor
o M._Haﬁings. Dated May 2, 1762.

Ll SIN-CE I wrote you laft, I have

been favored with yours of the
18th of April from Dewanferai, 2 3d from
Shahabad, and 25th from Bauglepoor.
The obfervations contained in the laft,
concerning the unjuft authority exercifed
all over the country in the Englifh name,
deferve immediate attention. Indeed I
have always thought it a great gtievance,
injurious to the Nabob'in his revenues
and government, and to us in our repu-
tation. You know too that I have done
all in my power to remedy it. I have

frequently
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frequently requefted of the Nabob, to
make the Drogas of the Chokeys do
their duty more carefully, and oblige
every boat to produce my duftuck, or
that of the chief of one of our fatories ;
- and where no duftuck appears, to flop
them till they pay the cuftoms.

T ue Nabob wrote me, that the Dro-
gas of his Chokeys were afraid to flop
a boat with Englith colors, and that
the peons in the boats would not ftop.
Whereupon [ fent him, according to
his requeft, thirty duftucks, or orders
under my hand and feal, importing, that
all boats thould be ftopped, and cither
produce their duftuck, or pay the duties.

VERry likely the Drogas of the Cho-
keys are unfit for their office; they fhould
be men capable of diftinguithing a real
duftuck from a counterfeit, and of judg-
ing, by the date, whether it has been
already returned, and fallacioufly made
ufe of a fecond time; to prevent v.\'hich,
an indorfement (hould be made at every
Chokey upon every duftuck that pafles;;
and where a boat carries Englifh colors,

G 3 without

=
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without havipg a duftuck, it fhould be
flopped, and the property particularly
enquired info; and if it is found to be-
long to a fubje@ of the Nabob, I think
he would do right to confifcate the
whole ; if to a fubje@ of ours, the Dro-
ga fhould fend it back with a
to the firft Englifh faory, with a letter
to the chief, defiring, that the flag might
be taken away, and the proprietor, pe-
on, or mangee, who was guilty of the
abufe, punifhed. I really can think of no
other precautions for putting a flop to
this evil, unlefs it be to place Chokeys
of my. own at convenient diftances,
with writers furnithed with the above-
mentioned inftructions for examining the
duftucks, &c. and which, if the Na-
bob thinks it will be ufeful, I am ready
to do at fuch places as he fhall point out. -
TuEe number of boats thould likewife
be compared with the duftuck, and the
quantity of goods, in each boat, exa-
mined with as much exa@itude as the ©
nature of them-will admit; and where
it is found to exceed the quantity men-
tioned
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tioned in the duftuck, the overplus fhould
be confifcated.

THE extravagant powe., fet up by
our gomaftahs in many partsof the coun-
try, is an abufe equally demanding re- -
drefs ; and it would be but juft and fair,
to defire the Nabob to order his fouge-
dars, and other officers, to take cog-
nizance of thefe irregularities, and pre-
vent by force (if neceffary) their inter-
fering in any affairs of the government.
Could thefe fougedars and other officers
be depended on ; and we be affured they
would not make ufe of that force to take
away the weavers, and otherwife impede
the Company’s bufinefs, I fhould im-
mediately advife and confent to this mea-
fure, which indeed is the natural, and 1
fear the only effetual remedy, and is
what the Nabob has an undoubted right

‘todo. Iwill try what effe a frefh and
frick order to all our gomaftahs and
fubordinates may have towards prevent-
ing their interfering in the affairs of the
country ; and let the Nabob order his
officers to be full and particular in re-

G ¢ prefenting
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prefenting to me any circumftances of
their mifbehavior, directing them at the
fame time not to fuffer the gomaftahs, or
their peons, to feize or judge between
-any inhabitants of the country, except-
ing the Company’s weavers, nor to take
any oihicers in the country, as Izardars,
Wadadars, &c. Thefe I hope may be
fome fteps towards redrefling this grie-
vance ; and let the Nabob's officers, on
their part, be cautioned not to opprefs
the Company’s weavers, or in any man-
ner interrupt their bufinefs.

I wiLy order a lift to. be given of all
the Company’sgomaftahs, with the places
- of their refidence, from Calcutta and all
the fubordinates. Thefe may be permit-
ted to have each a flag at the place of
their refidence, but all other Englifh
gomaftahs thall be forbid to fet up flags
n any part of the country. _

AN order is already made and pub-
lithed, forbidding any Europeans from
going up the country, without firft ap-
plying for leave to the Prefident and
Council, and giving fecurity for their

good
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good behavior, and that they will not
meddle in the affairs of the country. At
the fame time we have direted lifts to
be given, of all that are at prefent in
the country, by the gentlemen who em-
ploy them'; and the fame order we have
fent toall the fubordinates, and all whe
cannot produce fecurity for their good
behavior, fhall be called away. Thefe
regulations I had an opportunity of for-
warding, upon a complaint made againft
one Mr. Ivie, at Raugegunge, who is
ordered down to Calcutta, for pretend-
ing to decide caufes between the inhabi-
tants.

- Reap all this letter to the Nabob,
and affure him, I'will do what more may
be neceflary, to give him full authority
over his government.”
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Extra of a Letter from M. Haftings
fo the Governor. Serfaram, May 18,
1762.

L I ExPLAINED to the Nabob what

you wrote to me concerning the
abufe of the Englith name and authori-
ty, and the expedients propofed for their
removal, which I extraced from your
letter, and gave him written under the
following heads.

First, That ftri& orders be given to
the Drogas of the Chokeys, to require
every Englith boat that pafies to pro-
duce a duftuck, under the feal of the
government, or any chief of the fubor-
dinate factories ; and in cafe of a refu-
fal, that they compel the boats tobring to.

Seconp, That every boat with Eng-
lith colors, and not hmring a duftuck, be
ftopped ; and if the goods be Englith
Property, that notice be given to the
chief of the neareft fa&tory, that itmay
be enquired into; but jf it be a property
of a fubject of the fircar, that the Na-

bob
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bob take what notice of it he may
think proper.

THirp, That (ri€ orders be given
to the officers and fougedars of the fir-
car, if any Englith gomaftah commit
any a& of opprefiion, or interfere in the
affairsof the government, to forbid them;
and if ‘they refufe to hear reafon, to
ufe force to make them defift.

FourTH, That firi& orders have
been fent from the Prefidency, that none
of the gomaitahs, or fervants of the fac-
tories, intermeddle with the affairs of
the government ; and that the officers of
the fircar be likewife firictly enjoined,
not to obftrué the Company’s bufinefs,
or opprefs the people employed in it.

Fir1H, That no grants of wadadar-
rees, farms, or other offices of the go-
vernment, be allowed to the Company’s
gomaftahs. !

SixTH, That the Company’s go-
maftahs thall be allowed an Englith flag
at the place of their refidence ; but no
private gomaftahs fhall have an Englifh

flag,
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flag, or affume any diftin&ion from the
Englith name. '

SEVENTH, That, by an order from
the Prefidency, no European fhall be
employed in the country without a per-
miffion from the Board 5 and giving fe-
curity, that he will not interfere in any
affairs of the government, :

Uron the two firft heads the Nabob
remarked, that it was to no purpofe for
him to give fuch orders to his officers,
though backed with your duftucks, fince
both have proved ineffectual to reftrain
the prefumption of our people, who fel-
dom chufe to produce their duftucks ;
and if the officer ads as his duty re-
quires him, a complaint is inftantly fent
to the next factory of the infolence of
the Chokeys, the indignity offered to
our flag, and the infringement of our
duftucks ; feepoys are difpatched to feize
the offender; and others, dreading the
like treatment, let pafs all boats indif-
criminately, and amongft them many
that have no duftucks,

In
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In the third article I havedeviated alit-
tle fromyourinftruttions; as! believe you-
will be convinced, that the gomaftahs are
not to be kept in awe by threats alone ;
but fome coercive power muft be allowed
the magiftrates, without which the go-
maftahs, knowing the difficulty of find-
ing out the truth of faéts fo remote from
our enquiries, will be continunally inter-
meddling in matters which do not con-
cern them. I make no doubt, but the
officers of the government will be tempt-
ed, as they have many times done, to
abufe their authority ; but the Compa-
ny’s bufinefs, and the Englifh name,
will fuffer lefs by a few inftances of this
kind, than by the unlimited power fo
often afflumed by our agents. An ex-
ample made of the firft attempts of the
magiftrates to opprefs our people will
intimidate others ; but to hav&every lit-
tle grievance on either fide referred to
the Nabob or yourfclf, will be a fource
of perpetual difagreement, and the en-
quiries will be found fo perplexed, that
I.doubt, if any redrefs will be obtained

on cither fide. ;
NoTWITH=-
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NorwiTusTANDING this alteration,
the propofal is net fatisfatory to the
N‘abob,islongasapominhdgcd
with the gentlemen of our factories, on
cvery complaint of the gomaftahs, to
fend out parties of feepoys, againft fuch
as they pretend have mifbehaved to them.
This evil is therefore firft to be redreffed.

To the fifth, the Nabob gives his
entire aflfent; and defires, that the go-
maftahs, and all others under our pro-
tetion, be forbid to take or follicit of-
fices under the government, which he
has found very detrimental to the peace
of the country.

Ture fixth, I hope, exprefles your in-
tention, as the private gomaftahs have
no need of the prote@tion of the Eng-
lith name, to carry on their bufinefs at
the Aurungs, nor can claim any privi-
lege abov¥ other traders, befides that of
bringing away their goods when pro-
vided with the Company’s duftuck.

To thefc'the Nabol defired another
article might be added, though impli-
citly included in the fﬂn:gning, viz. that

: the



Tranfaitions in BENGAL. g5

the gomaftahs fhall not force their goods
on his fubjeéts againft their will, or at
their own prices, nor compel the work-
men to provide goods for them at unrea-
fonable rates; but that every man be
left at his own option to buy or fell,
as he finds his advantage in either,

As the Nabob has no objeion to
any of the means which you have fo
often propofed, for preventing the dif-
putes between his people and the Com-
pany’s, but only to the want of a pro-
per authority, te enforce the execution
of them; he defires, that whatever re-
gulations you may judge neceflarv, for
the above end, may be drawn up in
form, and fent him with the feal of the
Company; and if your name added to
it, be not fufficicnt to prevent future
cavils, that it be figned likewife by the
reft of the Council. Such 2 wasfant will
limit, beyond the poffibility of a difpute,
the extent of our privileges, and his au~
thority, and point out the means, by
which he may preferve his government
entire, without incurring the imputa-

tion



96 4 NARRATIVE of the

tion of trampling on the rights of the
Company.” .

Extrait of a Letter from the Governor to
Mr. Haftings. Dated June 27, 1762.

’* IT is a natural right which the Na-
bob has, in common with all other
governments, to prevent by force, if
fair means fail, any injury being done
to his fubjets by any other perfons. It
would be almoft abfurd to give a confent
to this by any public a&, and perhaps
not quite proper, for fear of encourag-
ing too much the government's people,
to exercife this right fometimes in an
unjuft caufe. But wherever unlawful
attempts are made by our people, the
officers of the government muft prevent
them, by fair means, if pofiible; if not,
- oppofe them by force, and it is what
no reaf®nable man can complain of.”

I mAvE chofen to infert thefe letters,
becaufe they will fhew that the regula-
tions, which I afterwards agreed upon
with the Nabob, were not haftily re-

folved
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folved upon, but were the refult of a
long confideration, and the {trongeft ne-
ceflity. In the month of June the Na-
bob came to Mongheer, where he fixed
his quarters for the rains ; and M. Haf-
tings then took leave of him, and re-
turned to Calcutta, _

HeRrE the Nabob, being more at lei-
fure to attend to the complaints of his
officers and fubjeéts of the overgrown
power aflumed by the Englifh agents
and gomaftahs, I daily received letters
from him on thofe fubjecs. I {hall here
infert fome of the letters from the Na-
bob and his officers, in which thofe grie-
vances are fet forth in the moft ftriking
colors.

Tranflation of a Letter Jrom the Nabob
to the Governor. Recerved May 1762,

s YOU write me, that there muft
be mifchievous men about me,

who by their flanders want to flir up en-
mity between me and the Englith gen-
tlemen; that I fhould fearch out thofe
promoters of diffenfion, and bring them
Vou. II, H to
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to due punithment. Sir, from the time
that I entered into an agreement with
you, and marched out of the Bengal
province to thefe parts, I never infring-
ed the treaty by obftrudting a fingle per=
fon, gentleman, or fecpoy, or boat, or
commodity of yours; nor have I fent
a fingle peon for the cuftomary commif-
fions from the diftricts which I granted
to the Company, but have entirely left
off concerning myfelf about thofe dif-
tricts, and have not once wrote to you
on any affair rclative to them : fince then .
nothing has been done on my part, which
might difturb the friendthip and treaty
fubﬁfﬁng between us, how can there
be any room about my perfon for de-
figning and mifchievous men ? And this
is the way your gentlemen behave ; they
make a difturbance all over my country,
plunder the people, injure. and difgrace
my {ervants, with a refolution to expofe
my government to contempt; and from
the borders” of Hindoftan to Calcutta,
make it their bufinefs to expofe me to
fcorn. 1In every perganah and every

village,
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village, they have eftablifhed ten or
twenty new factories, and fetting up the
colors, and thewing the duftucks of the
Company, they ufe their utmoft endea-
vors to opprefs the reiats, merchants, and
other people of the country. The duf-
tucks for fearching the boats, which you
formerly favored me with, antl which I
fent to every chokey, the Englithmen
by no means regard, but bring thame
and difgrace upon my people, holding
themfelves in readinefs to beat and abufe
them. Having eftablifhed thefe new fac-
tories, they carry on fuch bufinefs as the
Company never heard of; and every
Bengal gomaftah makes a difturbance a¢
every fattory, and thinks himfelf not
inferior to the Company. In every per-
ganah, every village, and every fac-
tory, they buy and fell fal, beetle-nur,
ghee, rice, firaw, bamboos, fith, gun-
nies, ginger, fogar, tobacco, opium, and
many other things, more than I can
write, and which I think it needlefs to
mention. They forcibly take away the
goods and commodities of the reiats,

H 2z mer-
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merchants, &c. for a fourth part of their
value ; and by ways of violence and op-
prefiions, they oblige the reiats, &c. to
give five rupees for goods which are
worth but one rupee; and for the fuke
of five rupees, they bind and difgrace
an Aflammee *, who paysme one hundred
rupees malguzarree +; and they - allow
not any authority to my fervants. Near
four or five hundred new faories have
been eftablithed in my dominions ; and
it is impoffible to exprefs what diftur-
bances are made in every factory, and
how the inhabitants are oppreffed. - The
officers of every diftrict have defifted
from the exercife of their fun&ions ; fo
that by means of thefe oppreffions, and
my being deprived of 'my duties, I fuf-
fer a yearly lofs of near twenty-five
lacks of rupees. In this cafe, how can
I keep clear of debts ? How can I pro-
vide for the payment of my tribute to -
the king, and for the expences of my
army and my houthold ? In the perga-
nah of Dinagepoor, of which I have ap-
point-~
* A perfon on whom a claim is made, a depen-
dant, t The réats, or land-tax,



Tranfactions in BENGAL. 101

pointed and fent Ramnaut Bahdree col-
lector ; befides the old factory, twenty
new ones have been eftablithed in one
gunge *. T have fent for your infor-
mation a lift, fpecifying the number of
the factorics, and the names of the go-
matftahs, which I received from the faid
collector.  And "every one of thefe go- -
maftahs has fuch a power, that he im-
prifons the collector, and deprives him
of all authority whenever he pleafes.
Therefore T defire you will fpeedily put
a ftop to this method of buying and fel-
ling firaw, bamboos, &c. which the
Company never practifed. As I never
interfere in any of the diftrits which I
gave up to the Company, it is proper,
that in like manner you and the chiefs,
and other Englithmen, thould not inter-
fere in any of the diftricts which, by
your favor, belong to me. By the grace
of Gad, I neither have tranfgrefled, nor
do, nor will tran{grefs the treaty and a-
greement which I have made ; why then
do the chiefs of the Englithmen render
my government contemptible, and em=

Hj ploy

* A large market for grain,
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ploy themfelves in bringing a lofs upon
me ? Be kind enough to take thefe mat-
ters into confideration without delay, for
they cxpofe my government to fcorn,
and are of the greateft detriment to me.”

Tranflation of a Letter J7om tbe Nabob to
" the Governor. Received in April 1762.

o YDU write me, that ¢ gas the pro-

vinces are free from difturbance
all men have engaged in trade 5 that this
15 2 means of benefiting the reiats, and
rendering the country populous ; that I
fhould fully inform you of the names of
all fuch as lay afide their trade, and give
iaterruption to my bufinefs, together
with the particulars of their proceed-
ings; and that you will punifh them ac-
cording to their deferts,”

IT is true, that by the flourithing of
trade, and the free intercourfe of mer-
chants, a country is rendered populons;
butthe gomaftahs, who have gone into the
countryon the past of your gentlemen, re-
gardlefs of what any one fays tothem, in-
folently ufe violentmeans tocarryon their
e traffick -
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traffick ; and whenever a gunge or golah
has been eftablifhed, they act as zemin-
dars, tﬂasak:hrs, and renters, and leave
my officers no authority ; and befides
this, they fend other peoples goods with
their own, under the protection of their
duftucks. As you have defired me to
write you the particulars of the oppre(-
fions of your gomaftahs, after the arri-
val of Mr. Halftings, I will fend you a
circumftantial account of them.”

Tranflation of a Letter from Syed Rejub
Allee, Zemindar of Beerbazoo Perga-
nah. Recerved the Middle of the Year
1762. :

“ FRDM the beginning, the Com-

pany’s fa&ory has been jn Beel-

coochy, and a cloth bufinefs has been
carried on there; and I do not negle&®
doing, to the utmoit of my power, what-
ever the gomaitahs of the factory defire,
nor was any oppreflion practifed. Who-
ever traded in copper, toothenague, or
cotton, which was fent to the fadtory
by the Company, traded freely, and at

H 4 the
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the market price. Now from Calcutta,
Dacca, Cheelmary, and R atty,
numbers of Englithmen and hants,
and the people of Monficur Chevalier,
&c. bring into the perganah, copper,
tuuthenague, cotton, tinkal, falt, bee-
tle-nut, tobacco, rice, muggadooties,
* Seringa-boats, lack, ftick lack, dam-
mar, dried fith, &c. and all thefe peo-
ple, affuming the name of the Compa-
ny, force the reiats, who never dealt in
fuch commodities, to purchafe them at
an exorbitant price. Befides this, they
violently exaét large fums for prefents,
and for their peons expences, and take,
at a2 low rate, whatever oil, &c. they
buy. By means of thefs oppreffions,
the merchants, peons, reiats, &c. of the
perganah, have taken to flight, and the
hauts+, gauts +>gunges||,and golahs§,are
entirely ruined. Moreover, they prevent
the reiats from carryingon their bufinefs ;
they
* Alargekind of €inoo, made on the borders of
Allam.

t A weekly market, 1 A cuftom-houfe,
§ Wholefale markes, § Houfes for grain,
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they rob and plunder them wherever
they meet them on the road; and giv-
ing colors and certificates to the mer-
chants of the perganah, who former-
ly paid duties, they will not fuffer any
to be taken from them ; and the zemin-
dars people, reverencing the name of the
Company, cannot obftruét them. Thro’
thefe uppn:ﬁions, the revenues of the
government have been abfolutely ruined,

and the Company’s bufinefs obftructed,
Being without redrefs, I fend you a vac-
keel, with a reprefentation of the ftate of
the perganah, he will inform you of
all particulars. I hope, that regarding
my diftreffed condition, you will fend a
feepoy, with a duftuck, to take my
- country under his protettion; and will
order the gomaftahs of the Beelcoochy
faCtory, to put a ftop to the power of
fuch as trade by force and oppreffions ;
to make every one refund what profits
he has exated by violence; to put op-
prefiion and injuftice to flight, and to-
have the Company’s bufinefs carried on

as formerly. I have acquainted the
vackeel
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vackeel with the particulars, and he
will inform you of them.”

Tranflation of a Letter from Doolabram,
: a Renter to the Nabob.
“ THE trade of the falt and bat-
ty-wood, in the chuckla of Sil-
het, has for a long while been granted to
me ; in confideration of which, I pay a
yearly rent * of 40,000 cawns of cow- -
ries ; but now Mr. 4, and Chandermun,
and Coja Marcat, Englith gomaftahs,
having brought a large quantity of falt
into the aforefaid chuckla, oblige my go-
maitahs, by force and opprefiion, to pur-
chafe it at an exorbitant price;; and hav-
ing, by violent means, taken the batty-
wood trade into their own hands, they
have put a ftop to my bufines, whereby
I fuffer averygreat lofs. Yet the fougedar
has oppreflively. exaed from me the
ufual rents, plundering my houfé, and
forcing me from my home; and my
gomaftahs, by reafon of the oppreffions
- of

& Value sbout 10,000 rupees,
¥ Thename not legible in the original.
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of the Englith gomaftahs, and the rigor
and violence with which the malguzar-
ree is exacted, have taken tosflight. 1
therefore hope you will do me the fa-
vor, to order a perwannah to be wrote
to the fougedar, cither to put a flop to
the power of the Englifh gomaftahs, or
elfe not to demand the rents from me.”

SECTION X.

The Increafe of the Difputes.——Mr.

- Vanfittart's Journey to Mongheer, and
Regulations agreed upon with the
Nabob.

Great Alarms of en approaching Rupture
between us and the Nabob.—Increafe
of the Complasnts on both Sides.— Let-

- ters containing the Complaints againfl the
Englith Agents and Gomaflabs.—Let-
ters contaiming the Complaints againft the
Nabob's Officers.—Debates and Orders
of the Board upon the Occafion.—Rea-
Joms for Mr. Vanfittart’s Fourney to
Mongheer.—He arrives at Moorfhe-

dabad.



108 A NARRATIVE of the

dabad.—Letter from bim to the Coun-
cil.—Letter from the Council to M-
Vanfiteact ; defiring bim to fettle a Plan
- Jor the private Trade, with an Account
of Duties inclofed.——H: arrives at
- Mongheer.—Canferences with the Na-
- bob.—Letter from Mr. Vanfittart ¢o
the Council, with Tranflations of twa
Letters, one from Mr. Cartier to Ma-
homed Allee, the Colledtor of Dacca ;
and one from Mef. Johnftone, Hay and
Bolts, 7o the Fougedar of Purnea.—
Letter from Mr. Vanfittart and My.
Haftings t0 the Council, with the Re-
gulations propofed. — Letter from the
Nabob s Mr. Vanfittart, containing a
Summary of - bis Complaints,mmm My
Vanfittart's dnfwer to the Nabob, con-
taining the Regulations promifed there-
upon, which was the Subject of the en- .
Juing Difputes.—Mr.Vanfittart proceeds
- %o Patna.—Complaint made to bim by
the Nabob's Deputy at Patna.—Djy/~
pute about the Burbunna Gate.— Dif-
pute about the Gunge.— M. Vanfit-
tart's dnfiver to the Deputy's Com-~
Plaints,
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plaints.—Myr. Vanfittart fets out from
Patna for Calcutta. He calls at
Mongheer, and takes Leave of the Na-
bob.—The Nabob fets out on an Ex-
pedition to Napaul.—State of bis Forces
at this Period.— Letter from the Council
to Mef. Vanfittart and Haftings, =
Anfwer to theirs JSrom Mongheer.—on
Myr. Vanfittart arrives at Coflimbuzar.
—His Letter to the Board _ﬁv thence.
—He returns to Calcutta.

I STRoOVE as long as poffible to remove
thefe diforders by private cautions to
the gentlemen concerned ; but finding
thofe means ineffe@tual, I was obliged
to lay them before the Board, where,
however, for the moft part, they met
with as little attention. They were u-
* fually conftrued as forged pretexts of
the Nabob, to pick a quarrel with us,
and encroach upon our rights. I was
reproached with the credit which I gave
to the Nabob's reprefentations, and every
gentleman, who was interefted in them,
regarded me as his perfonal enemy. In
thort,
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fhort, though the complaints became
every day more frequent, yet not one
was ever redrefled, nor even thought
worthy of an enquiry ; and all that I
could do was, by palliating what I could
not remedy, to keep the Nabob in tem-
per, and prevent an open quarrel from
breaking out between us.

‘Soon after, I was for two months
cnnﬁnnd'fmm bufinefs by a dangerous
illnefs. Being unable in this interval to
apply the fame palliatives and cautions,
which had hitherto checked the
of thefe difputes and firuggles between
the Nabob's officers and the gomatitahs,
they were carried to the greateft licenti-
oufnefs on both fides. The firft I heard
of bufinefs after my recovery was, that
& war was breaking out with the Na-
‘bob; comphaints crouded in upon me
from all parts, the officers of the go-
vernment declaring, that their authori-
ty in every place was trampled upon by
the Englith gomaftahs, (5 that they
could no longer preferve the Jeaft order,
in the management of the bufinefs com-

: mitted

LA
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mitted to their charge, nor colle the
revenues of the government ; and that
the ufual duties which had been paid
by the Englith merchants on falt, and
fome other articles of private trade, were
now withheld and refufed ; and, en the
other fide, the gentlemen of the fubor-
dinate fadories, and the Englith go-
maftahs, afferting they had paid the ufu-
al duties, notwithftanding which many
of their boats were ftopped. That the
nature of thefe complaints, which af-
terwards produced fuch confequences,
may be the better underftood, fome of
the moft material fhall be here inferted.

« Copy of @ Letter from Serjeant * Brego
to the Governor. Dated Backergunge,
May 25, 1762.

HE fituation of affairs, at this

place, obliges me to apply to

your Honor for inftructions for my fur-
ther proceedings.

My

® A ferjeant fent with fix-feepoys, by the Nabob's
defire, to afift the zemindar of Backergunge.
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My inftrutions which I brought here
were, that in cafe any Europeans or their
fervants committed any diforders, they
were to be fent to Calcutta, notwith-
ftanding any pretence they thall make
for fo doing. ‘

NotwiTusT M ping the rigor of
thefe orders, I have ever made it my
bufinefs (when any thing trifling hap-
pened) to endeavor, by gentle means, to
perfuade the gentlemen’s gomaftahs here
toactina peaceable manner ; which, al-
though repeated feveral times, has had
no effect; but, on the contrary, has oc-
cafioned their writing complaints of me
to their refpective mafters, that I ob-
ftruéted them in their bufinefs, and ill
ufed them ; andin return, I have receiv-
ed menacing letters from feveral gentle-

¢men, threatening, if I interfere with
their fervants, to ufe fuch meafures as
I may repent 5 nor have the gentlemen
only done this, their very gomaftahs
have made it public here, that in cafe I
ftop them in any pProceeding, they will
ufe
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ufe the fame methods ; for the truth of
which I have good proofs.

Now, Sir, I am to inform you what-
I have obftructed them in; this place
was-of great trade formerly, but now
brought to nothing by the following
practices. ' *

A GENTLEMAN fends a gomaftah
here to buy o fell ; he immediately looks
apon himfelf as fufficient to force every
inhabitant, either to buy his goods, or
fell him theirs; and on refufal (in cafe
of non-capacity) a flogging or confine-
ment immediately enfues. This is not
fufficient even when willing, but a fe-
cond force is made ufe of, which is, to
engrofs the different branches of trade
to themfelves, and not to fuffer any per-
fons to buy or fell the articles they trade
in ;. and if the country people do it, then
a repetition of their authority is put in
pradtice; and again, what things they
purchafe, they think the leaft they can
do is, to take them for a confiderable
deal lefs than another merchant, and of=
tentimes refufe paying that; and my in-

Vor. II. 1 terfering
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terfering occafions an immediate, com-
plaint.

- Taese, and many other oppreffions
more than can be related, which are daily
ufed by the Bengal gomaftahs, is the
reafon that this place is growing defti-
tute of inhabitan®, every day numbers
leave the town, to feek a refidence more
fafe; and the very markets, which be-
fore afforded plenty, do hardly now pro-
duce any thing of ufe, their peons be-
ing allowed to force poor people ; and
if the zemindar offers to prevent it, he
is threatened to be ufed in the fame man-
ner. i

Berore, juftice was ® given in the
public cutcherree, but now every go-
maftah is become 2 judge, and every
one’s houfe a cutcherree ; they even pafs
fentences on the zemindars themfelves,
and draw money from them by pretended
injuries, fuch as a quarrel with fome of
their peons, or their having, as they af-
fert, ftole fomething, which is more
likely to have been taken by their own

people ;
¥ Exercifed.
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people ; but allowing they were robbed,
I believe no gomaftah’s authority extends
fo far, as to take his own fatisfaction on
the government.

Havine thus far acquainted your
Honor with the behayior of the gomaf-
tahs here, Tam to requeft your Honor's
intereft, that in cafe I am to put your
orders in execution, I may be bore harm-
lefs therein ; and 1 beg leave to conclude,
being with all ref] ped, &c.

Tranflation of a Letter from * Mahomed
Allee to the Governar. Received the
Beginning of O&ober 1762,

g HIS Excellency the Nabob swas
pleafed to appoint me collector
of the perganahs in the province of
Dacca ; but feveral people of that place
have ingratiated themfelves in the favor
of the gentlemen of Luckypoor and
Dacca fadtories, and greatly detrimented
the affairs. To this purport his Excel-
lency has wrote you, and dire@ted me to
1% acquaint

* Colleftor of Dacca,
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aequaint you with every thing relative
to the gentlemen of the fa&tory.
TnereFoRE I now lay the whole
before you, and fend by Mirza Myfu-
deen a perwannah from his Excellency,
. which he will prefent to you. In the
firft place, a number of merchants have
made intereft with the people of the fac-
tory, hoift Englifh colors on their boats,
and carry away their gooeds under the pre-
tence of their being Englifh property, by
which means the Shahbunder and other
cuftoms are greatly detrimented. Se-
condly, the gomaitahs of Luckypoor and
Dacca faftories oblige the merchants,
&c. to take tobacco, cotton, iron, and
{fundry other things, at a price exeeed-
ing that of the bazar, and then extort
the money from them by force ; befides
which, they take dict money for the
peens, and make them pay a fine for
breaking their agreement. By thefe
procecdings, the aurungs and other
places are ruined.  Thirdly, the gomaf-
tahs of Luckypoor fa&tory have taken
the taalookdars taaloocs from the tahfil-

dar
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dar by force for their own ufe, ‘and will
not pay the rent. At the infligation of
fome people they, on a matter of com-
phaint, fend Europeans and feepoys with
a duftuck into the country, and there
create difturbances.  They ftation cho-
keys at different places, and whatever
they find in poor people’s houfes they
caufe to be fold, and take the money.
By thefe difturbances the country is
ruined, and the reiats cannot ftay in their
houfes, nor pay the malguzarree. In
many places, Mr. Chevalier has by force
eftablithed new markets, and new fac-
tories, and has made falfe feepoys on
his own part, and they feize whom they
want, and fine them.By his forcible pro-
ceedings many hauts, gauts, and per- -
‘ganahs are ruined, and the malguzar-
ree of the government fuffers greatly. I
therefore hope you will fend, for the
fecurity of thereiats, two Europeans or
feepoys with a duftuck, which may put
an end to thefe proceedings, and tend
to the benefit of the inhabitants. Pleafe

to fend letters to the chiefs of Dacca
I3 and
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and Luckypoor, to write to their gomaf-
tahs in the diftriéts, not to oblige the
merchants to take tobacco, cotton, &c.
and not in any refpect to detriment the
aurungs, and then the fircar will get the
revenues. Other matters Mirza Myfu-
decn will relate to you, you will pleafe
to confider them, and then the affairs of
the government will profper.”

* Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis ¢o the
Governor and Council. Dated Qé&. v
1762.

< TD prevent any blame being here-
after thrown upon us for the
deficiency of our inveftment, we are
now to inform you, that at Jehanabad,
the principal cloth aurung, our gomaf-
tahs, delolls, &c. have been perempto-
rily ordered to defift from purchafing,
and quit the place. Upon their non-
compliance, they have been threatened
and abufed in the moft vile and grofs
terms ; and the wathermen employed in
whitcning our cloths have been actually
' beat,
* Complaints againft the Nabob's officers,
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beat, and peons put over them, to pre-
vent their going on in their bufinefs.
Rajah * Nobit Roy (to whom our chief
has twice complained of thefe proceed-
ings) declares, that the perfon who thus
infults us, and impedes the Company’s
bufinefs, is independent of him ; fo that
it would feem he is fent by the Nabob
merely for this purpofe.

Ir fuch infolence is fuffered to pafs
unnoticed, we can have no hopes of com-
pleating our inveftment ; for who will
ferve us, whilft they thereby fubject
themfelves to fuch fevere and ignomini-
ous treatment from the country govern-
ment ? ' '

For the carrying on the Company's
bufinefs, it is evident we muft be obliged
to repel force by force ; and fhall do fo,
unlefs we receive your honors, &c. orders
to the contrary.”

® Then Naib at Patna.
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Capy of the Refolution of the Board ( Mef.
Vanfittart, Amyatt, M‘Gwire, Hay
and Watts) on the foregoing Letter,
Oétober 18, 1762.

L AGREED. we write immediate-
- ly the following anfwer, that
we inclofe a letter from the Prefident to '
the Nabob, on the fubjeét of their com-
plaints, and hope it will be effeGtual in
~ removing all interruptions in the Com-
pany’s bufinefs; but at all events, 45 we
have it fufficiently in our power to pro-
cure fatisfaftion for any injury that may
may be done the interefts of our employ-
ers ; they are on no account to make ufe
of force, without our exprefs dire&ions ;
that they do not mention in their letter,
that they have made any application to
the Nabob, to put a ftop to the difficul-
ties they reprefent; and which certainly
they ought to have done, when they
were informed, that the perfon they
complained of, was independent of the
Naib of Patna. At leaft it fhould have
occurred to them, that fuch application
was
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was neceflary, before they fhould propofe
to make ufe of force.”

Extraét of a Letter from the Gentlemen
at Luckypoor, to the Governor and
- Council. Dated O&ober 14, 1762.

€« WE muft beg leave to obferve to
e you, that within thefe few
days, every boat, which we have fent out
of the river, has been flopped at the dif-
ferent chokeys, notwithftanding they
have the chief’s duftuck. Our gomaftahs
and people ufed ill and confined, and a
very exorbitant duty demanded ; and our
fervants in general greatly infulted all
over the country. Upon our fending to
fome of thefe places to enquire the rea-
{on of this extraordinary behavior ; an-
fwer was given, that they had orders
from the Nabob to ftop and demand du-
ties from every Englith boat that paffed,
and on no account to let them go free,
as the Englifh duftuck was of no confe-
quence in the country, and for this pur-
pofe the force at every chokey is aug-
mented. This has occafioned an entire

foppage
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ftoppage to our trade, greatly to the de-
triment of our private fortunes, as we
have now large quantities of goods, de-
tained at the different Chokeys, which
we cannot get releafed, unlefs we {ub-
mit to pay the extravagant cuftom they
require ; and were we to do that, our
boats are liable to be ftopped, at the
very next Chokey, and the fame duty
again demanded. Of thefe circumftances
we think it neceffary to advife you, and
hope fpeedy meafures will be taken to
procure us redrefs. Weare under daily
apprehenfions, that a cuftom will be de-
manded on our cloth purchafes, which

muft be of great prejudice to our Ho-
norable Employers.”

Extrait of a Letter from the Chief and
Council at Chittagong, ¢ the Governor
and Council. Dated O&ober 14, 1762.

“ WE laft night received a letter
from the Dacca gentlemen, ad-

vifing us, that the extraordinary info-
lence of the natives in every part of
their diftricts, has given them the great-
eft
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eft reafon to apprehend troubles in the
country ; and that the natives feem to
confirm thefe furmifes by their own de-
clarations ; that their trade is almoft put
an entire flop to, their flag ufed with
contempt, and their privileges ridiculed ;
that this being their prefent fituation,
they requeft we will let them have ano-
ther company of feepoys, for the pro-
tection of our Honorable Mafters pro-
perty at their fatory; that the Compa-
ny appointed there are very fickly, and
many men unfit for actual fervice ; that
the fooner we fend them this detach-
ment the better, as alfo fome ammuni-
tion; that the Company: fhall again be re-
turned, when their affairs are put upon
a better footing. In confequence of
thefe advices, we have ordered a com-
pany of fecpnjs, with fome ammunitien,
to  oceed to Dacca, with all expedi-
tion, which we hope will meet with
your approbation. At the fame time,
we alfo received a letter from the gen-
tlemen at Luckypoor, requefling a fup-

-~iply
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ply of ammunition, which we have or-
dered to be fent,

- We muft obfetve to you, that with-
in thefe.few days paft, we have received
advice from our gomaftahs, in different
parts of the country, that our bufinefs is
entirely put a ftop to, by the Nabob’s
people, and our boats not fuffered to
pafs the chokeys, the zemindars de-
manding very confiderable duties to be
paid them, declaring, they have orders
from Coffim Allee Cawn fo to do, and
unlefs we ufe force to prevent it, they
~will fee his directions ftrictly complied
with. Several of our boats are now ly-
ing confined at different chokeys.”

Extradl of a Letter from the Chief and
Council at Dacca, to the Governor and
Council. Dated O&ober 8, 1762.

= WE think it our duty to inform
- you, that the outrages com-
.mitted in thefe parts by the govern-
ment’s people, for this month pait, have
arrived to fuch a height, as to put almoft
a total flop to our bufinefs, At every
chokey
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chokey our boats are ftopped, the people
infulted, aud the flag ufed with the ut-
moft and moft grofs contempt. Our
advices from Silhet give us the fame in-
telligence; further adding, that * mu-
chulcas have been taken from many in-
habitants, prohibiting themon no account
to have any conneétions with the Eng-
lith. As this fpirit of infolence increafes
to a very furprizing degree, and we have
daily the mortification to hear of repeat-
ed infults and violences offered to our
privileges, we are under an apprehen-
fion, that the Company’s bufinefs will
in a few days fhare the fame fate as all
private has. To prevent and remedy
thefe evils, we muft df:pcnd upon the
meafures you - may take in confequence
of this information.

As appearances are f{o very unpro-
mifing, we have wrote to the gentle-
men of Chittagong, for a reinforce-
ment of a company of feepoys, which
fhall be again returned them, when
affairs begin to clear up.”

Extrad

* Written obligations,
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Extradt from Confultation of the 184 of
O&ober.. Prefent  Mef; Vanfittare,
Amyatt, M“Gwire, Hay and Watts.)

«* AGRE ED, we write to Dacca in
anfwer to their letter of the 8th

inftant ; that we muft needs fay, from the
infqnnation of the above # letters, there
is reafon to fear their gomaftahs and a-
gents have made ufe of Very unwarrant-
able practices in their trade; and perhaps
thefeveral difputes and interruptions they
complain of, have been owing to that
caufe ; but as we arc always able and wil-
ling, when the neceffity of circumftances
may require, to' procure them redrefs for
any injuries they may fuffer in theirtrade,
orotherwife : we dire@, that they forbear
making ufe of force without our per-
miffion and orders; and therefore defire
they will return to Chittagong immedi-
ately, the company of feepoys whith
they have wrote for from thence ; and if
any

® Serjeant Brego’s, Mahomed Allee's and others,
then read at the Board,
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any complaints of interruptions in their
bufinefs are hereafter made by their go-
maftahs, let Mr. Cartier fend a perfon
to enquire into the truth of the affair,
with a letter to the proper officer of the
government, to defire he will puta ftop
to_{uch obftructions ; that inclofed, are
letters from the Governor to Jeffarut
Cawn, the Naib, and Mahomed Allee,
the colle&or of the revenues; which we
hope will prevent any further diforders,
at leaft, until the Prefident can make
the neceflary regulations in concert with
the Nabob ; that the above-mentioned
copies of letters we have forwarded to
them for their information and reply,
in cafe there thould be any fa@s in them
mifreprefented ; and we defire they will
fend, on their parts, a particular fate of
their complaints to the Prefident, who
will take the proper meafures to obtain
them fatisfaction and indemnification for
all loffes and damages; that they muit
likewife take effectual care, that none
of their gomaftahs or agents do in fu-
ture ule any kind of force or authority in

carr}'mg



128 4 NARRATIVE of the

carrying on their trade, leaft the dif-
_putes, occafioned by fuch practices,
thould in the end affec the Company’s
bufinefs ; neither muft their gomaftahs
‘beallowed to fet themfelves up as ma-
giftrates in the country, in hearing dif-
putes between the inhabitants, impofing
fines, &c.

AGREED, we likewife add to the
Luckypoor letter, the feveral inftruc-
tions contained in the above letter to
Dacca, to regulate themfelves by, in
cafe any difputes fhould happen with

Estratt of Confultation of the 10 of No-
vember, 1762. (Prefent Mef. Amyatt,
M<Gwire, Hay and Watts.)

i AGREE D, to write an anfwer to
Luckypoor, referring them to

our letter of the 18th of Oétober, for
dire@tions how to regulate themfelves
with regard to the obfiru@ions theycom-
plain of, till fuch time a5 the Prefident
can arrive with the Nabob, and enquire
into, and fettle thefe difputes on a folid
plan
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‘Plan for the future fafety and freedom
of our trade, defiring them in the mean
time to fend us an account of the duties
they. have ufually paid, and the frefh
cuftoms which are now demanded, for
the Prefident’s guidance in fettling the
Inatter. !

AGREED, to write to Chittagong, ad-
vifing them, in anfiver to the above let-
ter, that as the Prefident is gone on a
vifit to the Nabob, and intends to enquire
very particularly into, and fettle all the
difputes of the nature they complain of,
We defire they will fend us a particular
account of their complaints, what was
the amount of the forimer duties, and
what frefh cuftoms are now demanded,
for his (the Prefident’s) guidance in fo
doing ; but that, in the mean time, we
muft forbid them making ufe of force
to redrefs themfelves without our pofitive
directions ; that regarding the difputes
at Dacca, we have fent the gentlemen
there our orders and direétions, under
the 18th of O&ober.”

Vor. II. K NoTa
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NoTwiTHSTANDING 'the lengths to
which thefe difputes ‘were. carricd, ‘and
the warmith and ill humor whichappear-

sed on'both fides, 1 had yet one refource
left for an accommodation, which T
‘doubted not would fucceed. T mean an
interview with the Nabob, which 1'had
long intended, and which he had often
ftrongly preffed. T was determined,
therefore, to tale this opportunity, when
a change of air was neceffary for my
health, to pay him avifit at Mongheer.
T flattered myfelf this would prove an
“effectual'method of re-efbablithinga eon-
fidence between 'us, putting an end ‘to
‘the difputes, which’had arifen, and pro-
viding a plan for the fecurity of the ‘pro-
vinces againft foreign:enemies.
~Twe points in difpute ‘were not any
interefts of the Company, 'but ‘the ‘ex-
‘tent of the privileges of our private trade,
‘the duties to be paid on‘certain articles,
and the overgrown -authority:of our a-
‘gents and gomaftahs; points which ‘had
been often difputed by the former Na-
bob Jaffier Allce Cawn, as has been al-

ready



. Tranfactions in BENGAL. 131
seady mentioned. That I might have all
the necceffary informations, orders were
fent from the Beard to Luckypoor and
Dacca, to tranfmit an account of what
private inland trade ; on the otherhand,
dwrote to the officers of the government,
that 1 {hould foon fee the Nahob, that
all difficultics would then be removed ;
and in the mean time, that they thould
be very careful not to obftru&t the bu-
finefs-of any of the Englith gomaftahs,
but receive duch duties as had ufually

boen paid, and give their rowanas # or  *

duftueks. i

I askep leave of the Board to take
M. Haftings as my affiftant, and made
the neceflary preparations far my jour-
ney with all expedition, as my fetting
out en a friendly vifit to the Nabob,
«could not but have one immediate good
«effed, throughout the country, by (hew-
ing, that there was no foundation for
the alarm of an intended rupture.

K 2 Tae
* Pafiports.
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Tue 2othof O&ober, I fet out from
Calcutta, and arrived the 3d of Novem-
ber at Moorfhedabad, where I had ma-
ny converfations with the Naib, or depu-
ty, Syed Mahomed Cawn, on the fubjec
of the difputes which had arifen in all
parts of the country. He laid before
me a multitude of complaints, which
came within his province, and I did
what was in my power to redrefs fuch
as required it; on my part alfo, I made
. known to him the reprefentations which
had conte from our factories againft Ma-
‘homed Allee, the colleftor of Dacca,
and the adjacent diftricts, who feemed
to be the moft forward of the Nabob's
officers in encouraging the difputes. Sy-
ed Mahomed Cawn, profeffed a very
bad opinion of Mahomed Allee, and af-
fured me, he had urged the Nabob to
remove him. All that I faw at Moor-
fhedabad, confirmed my hopes of an
cafy conciliation, and I'wrote the Board
the following letter, tranfmitting them,
at the fame time, the Nabob’s anfwer to

Mr,
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Mr. Ellis's complaints of the 7th of
October.

Copy of a Leter from the Governor to
- the Council. Dated Coflimbuzar, No-
vember 9, 1762,

“ T Finbp, thatthe interruptions which
the gentlemen at Chittagong, Dac-

ca, and Luckypoor, have met with for -
fome weeks paft, are owing to the bad dif-
pofition of Mahomed Allee, the perfon
laft appointed by the Nabob to colle&t
the rents of that part of the country.
Syed Mahomed Cawn, the deputy Go-
vernor of Moorfhedabad, exprefies as
much refentment againft that man, as
we do ourfelves; and aflures me, that
he has reprefented him in fuch a light
to the Nabob, that he is perfuaded he
will be immediately difmiffed from his
office. 'This is a point I fhall urge to
the Nabob, if it is not done before I
arrive at Mongheer; and further, that
he be punithed for his infolence, and
obliged to make fatisfaction for ail loffes
which mayhavebeen incurred by the de-
K 3 lays
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Jays he has occafioned. In the niean time,
I'have the honor to tranfmit you four or«
ders from Syed Mahomed Cawn, to
the faid collefor, warning him of the
bad confequences of his prefent con-
dut, and charging him not to obffru&
the bufinefs of our faGories ; I fenid one
likewife from myfelf, Thefe forwarded
to the refpettive factories, will, I hope,
remove all obftructions ; and, on the
other hand, Syed Mahomed Cawn de-
fires, that our gentlemen will take all
pofiible care to prevent their g !
and agents from interfering in the bufi-
nefs of the government, or ufing force
in buying or felling.

I'nave not yet the Nabob's anfiver
concerning the difputes between the un-
cle and nephew, for the zemindarree of
Baboopour, As foon as I receive it, ¥
fhall forward it to you, that you may
give the neceffary direcions to the chief,
&e. at Luckypoor.

TuEe anfwer T have received from the
Nzbob to Mr. Ellis’s complaint, I now
snclofe with a tranflation. T think it

would
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would be proper to fend a copy to that
gentleman, with diretions to apply to
the Naib at Patna, if in future he {hould
meet with any interruptions in his bufi-
nefs ; and if the Naib either refufes, or
has not authority to remove them, then
to apply to the Nabob himfelf, from
whom, if he does not obtain fuch re-
drefs and affiftance as the cafe may re-
quire, then to make his reprefentation,
to the Board, with copies of his letters to
the government, and the anfwers receiv-
ed. By this we fhall be faved the trou-
ble of hearing complaints,.cxcept in cafes
where our interpofition becomes really *
neceffary.”

Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob
to the Governor. Dated November 1,
1762.

o I Have received with great plea-

fure your friendlyletter. You wrote,
that ¢ you learn from Mr. Ellis, the
chief of the factory at Patna, that cloths
have been provided for many years at the

aurung at Jehanabad for the Company;
K 4 now
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now Pervoo Roy, the aumil of that place,
obftru&ts the weavers in providing the
cloths ; and when they are made, hin-
ders the wathermen from drefling and
wathing them, to the great prejudice
of the Company’s bufinefs ;5 and you de- -
fire, that I will give firi@ orders to the
aumil, not to moleft the Company’s go-
maftahs, and to afiift them on every oc-
cafion,”

S1Rr, wherever that gentleman has an
oppertunity, he fails not to make com-
plaints of his bufinefs. As he has found
my officers in no inftance faulty, he has
Wwrote to you the impertinences and com-
Plaints of the wathermen ; you well
know, that the wathermen pay no du-
tics, and that the aamils have no autho-
rity to interrupt them, or prevent their
wathing and drefling the cloths, Was
this affair really true, he would imme-
diately have informed Rajah Nobit Roy
of it, and he would have immediately
wrote to the aumjl about it; butas itis
altogether without foundation, he chufes
to make a falfe complaint to you. Do

you
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you yourfelf confider this affair, “Ne-
verthelefs, I have fent ftri& orders to
the Rajah to write to the aumil, that he
on no account obftru& the currency of
the Company’s bufinefs ; and that, on
application from the gomaftahs of the
factory, he afford them due aid and af~
fiftance.” |

TuE Board having received the ac-
counts of duties on private inland trade
from Luckypoor, fent the fame to me

for my guidance in fettling that point
with the following letter.

Copy of a Letter from the Council to the
Governor. Dated Calcutta, Novem-
ber 15, 1762.

o WE' have received your letter of
the gth inftant, and are there-

by glad to find, that the interruptions
of the trade, which have happened to-
wards Dacca, Luckypoor and Chitta~
gong, are only apparently owing to the
bad condu, and ill difpofition of the
collector Mahomed Allee;; we make no
doubt
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_doubt therefore, but a reprefentation
from you to the Nabob of this man's
- bad behavior, will be the means of ob-
taining ample fatisfaction and reftitution
for all lofles fuftained in that quarter.
And as we hear that the trade in the
countries of Purnea and Rungpoor has
likewife met with great interruptions,
we muft beg leave particularly to recom-
mend to your attention the getting thefe
obftructions alfo removed, and obtain-
ing retaliation for the lofles of any indi-
viduals, who may make their complaints
to you. _ : ;
W have forwarded to Dacca the or-
ders to be delivered to Mahomed Allee 5
and have defired the gentlemen there to
write to Luckypoor and Chittagong, of
the receipt and tenor of thefe orders ;
and afterwards, of the effec they may
have upon Mahomed Allee’s conduét.
Wz have under this date wrote to
Patna, with 2 copy of the Nabob's let-
ter, and directions agreeable to what you
advife ; but we muft beg leave to ob-
ferve, that the terms in which the Na-
bob
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bob makes mention of Mr. Ellis are in-
decent, and very improper, and ought
not to be encouraged. We have too
good an opinion of Mr. Ellis’s veracity,
to fuppole that he would advance a fal-
fity to the Board; and we hope there-
fore, that you will endeavor to prevent
fuch indecencies from paffing in future,
when we are treating with the Nabob
on public matters.

IScLosep we tranfmit ytm an ex-
tra& from a Luckypoor letter, explain-
ing the thahbunder duties which they
have always paid, and the nature of the
frefh extortions which are now demand-
ed, which we imagine may be of fer-
vice to you, in ﬁnaﬂyf&rﬂmgthe& mat-
ters upon a folid plan.

. Extralt



140 A NARRATIVE of the

Extralt of a Letter from the Gentlemen
at Luckypoor to the Board. Dated
November 6, 1762.

“ THE duties we have hitherto
: paid to the fhahbunder are as
follows.

Rup. A. P.
*Onfalt 9 14 3 per roo maunds
On tobacco © 4 o per maund.

On this firft article, we believe we
have paid rather more than the Dacca
factory ; but hope you will get it fettled
on an equal footing. With regard to the
frefh cuftoms now demanded, the cho-
keys do not require any flipulated fum,
but fleece our gomaftahs and people of
all they can; and if our boats are freed

from
* The prime coft of falt, purchafed by the gen-
tlemen of Luckypoor faBtory, was ufually about
60 rupees por 100 maunds; fo that the duty they
paid, amounted to about 1 § per cent. on the prime
coft.
The prime coft of tobacco, purchafed by the
gentlemen of Luckypoor fatory, was ufually about
twoor two and a half rupees per maund ; at which

laft rate the duty they paid amousted to 10 per cent.
on the prime coft.
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from one chokey, they are fure to be
ftopped at the next, and our fervants
confined and treated very ill. The in-
ftant we had advice of our boats being
ftopped at thefe places, we fent to them
to know the reafon, and defire their re-
leafe ; but anfwer was always . given,
that they had orders from the Nabob

for fo doing, and therefore could not
releafe. them.” '

I pEsirE that particular nm:ice may
be taken of the words, « Inclfed we
tranfimit you anm extraét, &c. which we
smagine may be of fervice tfo you, in finally
Jettling thefe matters upona folid plan ¥, be-
caufe it will be found in the fequel, that
the Board denied they ever gave me an
authority for fettling that point.

I left Moorfhedabad the 12th of No-
vember, and arrived at Mongheer the
goth, where the Nabob received me
with all the ufual marks of refpe@ and
friendfhip. Hardly a day paft, but I
went with Mr. Haftings to vifit the Na-
bob, or he came to us. His conftant

topick
# See page 139.
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topick was the ill treatment he had re-
ceived from Mr. Ellis, and the injuftice
done him by me and the Council, in
not refenting fuch proceedings. As I
knew it was out of my power to give
him any fatisfaion in that point, Ian-
fwered, that all thefe difputes were long
pafled, and he thould think no more of
them ; and that now he and I were met
together, fuch regulations fhould be
made, as would be fatisfactory to both
partics, and prevent any difputes in fu-
ture. He was always warm upon this
argument; and I found that he and Mr.
Ellis could never be friends ; however,
T hoped, that the occafiens of difpute
might be removed, and their enmity Tie
buried within their own breafts.

He next complained of the ‘innova-
tions in the private trade, as falt, bee-
tle-nut, tobacco, &c. and the infolent
authority ufurped by our gomaftahs, em-
ployed carrying it on in the diftant parts
of the country. He urged, that we
had no right to this trade from our fir-
maun, that it occafioned incredible da-

: mage
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mage and diforder to his government,
and this for the advantage only of par-
ticulars ; and in fhort infifted, that we
fhould ‘continue it no longer, but con-
fine our private trade in ‘the fame man-
mer it 'was, beforc the government of
‘Meer Jaffier. Although T was of the
fame-opinion with the Nabaeb, as to the
rights of the firmaun ; ‘that they could -
‘not be conftrued to extend further than
the trade in articles imported by thip-
ping, and the manufaétures and produéts
of ‘the country for ‘exportation ; yet 1
was unwilling to ‘give up an advantage,
which had been enjoyed by the Compa-
ny’s*fervants, ina greater or lefs degree,
for five or fix years; and ‘therefore told
the Nabob, that as to the inland trade,
or the trade from place to place in the
country, in the articles of the produce of
the country, ‘we meant only to carry it
on upon the fame footing with other mer-
chants ; ‘that we'had always paid more
or lefs duties to the government on this
trade ; but as the rates were not fixed
and regulated, many difputes arofe t;n

t
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that account; that we would inform our-
felves of the rate of duties paid by the
Moors and other merchants; and accord-
ing to that give a general order, that
dutics fhould be paid in all parts.

To this the Nabob confented with
great difficulty, and declared, that if af-
ter this regulation any more difputes
fhould arife, and the duties agreed on
fhould not be paid, he fhould have no
remedy left, but the laying all trade en-
tirely open, and giving a general liber-
ty to the merchants of the country, and
all other nations, o carry on their com-
merce cuftom-free.

IT is needlefs to enumerate all the
Nabob’s complaints of the infults ex-
ercifed againft his government, not only
by our fubordinate fa&ories, but by e-
very private merchant ; they were in-
deed endlefs ; amongft them weré two
letters, which T thought neceffary to
fend down to the Council, one from Mr.
Cartier, the chief at Dacca, to the Na-
bob’s colle@or there; the other from
Mef. Johaftone, Hay and Bolts, to the

: : fougedar
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fougedar of Purnea. The following are
copies of the letter I wrote to the Coun-
cil on this fubje& the 15th of Decem-
ber; and of onewhich I wrote jointly with
Mr. Haftings the fame day, to inform
them of the regulations we propofed
making with the Nabob.

Extraét of a Letter from the Governor
%o the Council.  Dated at Mongheer,
December 135. :

b INCLGSED I fend for your pe-
rufal two Perfian letters, delivered

to me by the Nabob, with their tran-
flations. One from Mr. Cartier to Ma-
homed Allee, the colleor of the Dacca
diftricts, which, if I underftand it right,
(for the expreffions are rather obfcurc)
is wrote in a very improper ftile, and
tends to encourage and promote thofe e-
vils, which we have taken o much pains
to remedy ; I mean, a jealoufy and dif-
truft between us and the Nabob ; T re-
queft you will be pleafed to call on Mr.
Cartier for an explanation of his mean-
ing, and give him fuch a caution on
Vou. II. L the
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the occaﬁou, as to you fhall feem ne-
ceflary.

Tue other from Mefl. Johnftone,
Hay and Bolts to Sheer Allee Cawn,
; fougcdar of Purnea, endorfed by Mr.
Bolts in Englufh and written I imagine
by him, in the name of the Partner-
fhip. Whoever reads this letter, muft
naturally conclude no other government
fubfifted amongftas, fince it was left to
M. Bolts to affert the pnvﬂugea of the
firmaun, and vindicate, in the name of
the Englith, the freedom of the Com-
pany’s duftuck. Such notions propa-
gated in the country, muft needs be pre-
judicial to the Company’s affairs, by
weakening their government ; and it is
for this reafon, the Company have for-
bid letters to be written to the country
government, by any perfon excepting
the Prefident, or with his approbation. I
never refufed. to apply for redrefs for
any grievance that the gentlemen in the
fervice, and all other inhabitants of the
fettiement, have applied to me about ;
and in cafe of my illnefs or abfence, Mr.

Amyatt



Trenfadtions in BENGAL. 147

Amyatt was ready to give them the fame
affiftance. I muft therefore recommend
to you to inflict fuch cenfure or punith-
ment on Mr. Bolts, as fhall feem to you
neceflary for preventing fuch irregulari-
ties in future. T could wifh alfo, that
it were made a rule for the chiefs of the
fubordinate faftories, and all others,
when they write letters to the country
government, to fign them, that in cafe
of their being produced afterwards, they
may be known to be authentic.”

Tranflation of a Letter * from Mr. Car-
tier #0 Mahomed Allce. x

= SEVERJ’L-L chokeydars and cut--
wauls, and colle@ors and zemin-
dars, and other officers‘in the town, and .
its dependencies, are guilty of violent
proceedings towards the gomaftahs, and
people of the Englith Company, and
gentlemen ; rob and plunder, and regard
not the Englifh flag and duftuck. The
news of this has reached ‘my ears; as
the chiefthip of the faGtory here belongs

L2 : to
® This and the following letter are referred to in
the foregoing,
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to me,. therefore, for the fake of juftice,
and to eftablith the Company’s bufinefs,
I acquaint you with thefe proceedings ;
and defire you will in anfwer inform me,
why fuch proceedings have happened ;
yet I am perfuaded you are not the au-
thor of them, and much lefs the Na-
bob. As you are acquainted with the
feerets of this affair, I therefore fend to
you for a full and proper explanation of
it.  You know what a difturbance will
arife between us; and by the grace of
God you have feen, and will fee, what
our ftrength and power has thewn itfelf,
, and will thew itfelf. Your prudence, and
the care and prefervation of your great-
nefs, would dictate to you to turn out the
difturbers; but by turning them out, the
credit and power of the high #* name will
be leffened. I hope you will write me the
particulars of all thefe oppreffions, that
I may be acquainted with the whole pro-
ceedings,

* This is rendered literally from the original
Perfian ; but in both, the fenfe is obfcure. It feems
to mean the Nabob, and to be an ironical allufion

to the title conferred on him by the King, whichis
Allce, or Highin Rank
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ceedings, and may likewife know whe-
ther you are a friend or not. As circum-
ftances are reprefented erroncouflly by
vackeels, I have therefore committed
them to writing."”

Tranflation of a Letter from Mef. John-
ftone, Hay and Bolts to Meer Sheer
Allee Cawn, Fougedar of Poorneea.

UR gomaftah Ramchurn-dofs,

being gone into thofe parts,

meets with obftruétions from you, in
-whatever bufinefs he undertakes; more-
- over, you have publifhed a prohibition to
this effect ; that whoever fhall have any
dealing with the Englifh, you will feize
his houfe, and laya fine upon him. In
this manner you have prohibited the peo-
ple under your juriidiction. - We were
furprized at hearing of the affair, be-
caufe that the royal firmaun, which the
Englifh nation is poffeffed of, is violat-
ed by this proceeding ; but the Englith
will by no means fuffer, with patience,
their firmaun to be broke through; we
therefore exped, that upon the receipt
L 3 of
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of - this letter, you will take off the or-
der you have given to the reiats ; and in
‘cale of your not doing it, we will cer-
tainly write to the Nabob, in the name
of the Englith, and fend for fuch an or-
der from him, that you fhall reftore ful-
ly and entirely whatever lofs the Englith
have fuftained, or fhall fuftain by this
obltrution ; and that you fhall repent
having thus interrupted our bufinefs, in
defpite of the royal firmaun. After read-
ing this letter we are perfuaded you will
defift from interrupting it, will a&t agree-
ably to the rules of friendfhip, and fo
that your amity may appear ; and will by
no means flop the Company’s duftuck,”

Copy of a Letter from the Governor and
BMr. Haftings to the Connedl, Dated
at Mongheer, December 1 5 1762.

o WE have had many conferences
with the Nahob on the fub-

je& of the late complaints ; which ap-
Pear to have been chiefly occafioned by
the private inland trade, or the trade
from place to place in the country. He
enlarged
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enlarged much on the licentioufnefs and
oppreflions exercifed by our gomaftahs,
efpecially on thofe diftant parts of the
province, where his government is lefs
eftablithed, and too remote for our en-
quiries into their behavior. He argued,
that the trade of thofe parts confifted
chiefly in articles produced and fold in
the country, from which former Nabobs
had always reftrained all Eumpem and
to which he did not conceive, that we
could claim any right from ourfirmaun..
‘W agree with the Nabob in opinion,
that the true intent and natural meaning
of the firmaun granted to the Company,
was to give to them and their fervants a
free trade, clear of all cuftoms, in all
articles of commerce, to be imported or
exported by fhipping. From fuch com-
merce, a mutual advantage is derived to
our country and to this ; but the trade
from place to place in the country, in
falt, beetle-nut, tobacce, and other com-
modities produced here, bringing no ge-
neral benefit to the country, butto par-
ticulars only, who have the fame in their
L 4 hands
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hands ; we do not think the firmaun-can
be underftood to include them, within
the privilege of the duftuck, or to grant
us a right to trade therein, on any other
footing than the natives themfelves ; that
15, paying the ufual cuftoms to the go-
vernment ; for if we had a right to trade
therein cuftom-free, and the natives muft
pay cuftoms, ‘it follows, that no one
but ourfelves could carry on any trade,
which we cannot fuppofe the firmaun
intended ¥,
N5 3 It

* The Company, in their anfwer to the com-
plaints of the Dutch, page 36, feem plainly to de-
clare that this is their opinion ; their words are as
follow -

“ The acceptance of this grant (for the fole
purchafe of falt-petre) by our fervants, they com-
plain of as injurious to them, and as inconfiftent
with that free trade, to which they claim a right
under the Mogul’s firmauns. ' -

In fupport of this meafure, we might obferve,
that thofe firmauns, general as they are, are not to
be conftrued as univerfal, but to be underflood with
this limitation, that they do not operate to the pre-
judice of any fubfifting right or ufage ; much lefs of

_fuch rights as could not be abolifhed, without a
confiderable diminution of  the public revenues.
Whatever
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It is fa&, that the Nabobs of thefe
provinces, did formerly reftrain the Eu-
ropeans from carrying on this trade up-
on any footing, and by farming out the
feveral articles to particular merchants,
drew to themfelvesaconfiderablerevenue.

ArTer the defeat and death of Sera-
jah Dowla, and the eftablithment of Jaf-
fier Allee Cawn in the Subahfhip, by
the affiftance of the Englifh, we began
to take a fhare of this trade, which fhare
has been from day to day increafing. It
has, however, always been a fubject of
difpute with the country government,
our right never having been admitted
by them, nor regularly claimed and efta-
blithed by us; and the government’s
duties have generally been paid. -

BuT not contented with this, the
Englith gomaftahs, in different parts,

have
Whatever article of trade, therefore, has been or-
dinarily monopolized and granted in farm, it might
be contended, may flill be fo enjoyed, and granted
without infringement of thofe firmauns ; the defign

of which was, to admit European traders to the
fame freedom of trading with the Mﬂgu.!'s own fub-

jeéts; and furely not a better.”
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have lately begun to infift upon this trade
as a firmaun privilege, equally with the
foreign trade, and refufe to pay any cuf-
toms.  The government’s people, on
their part, demand the cuftoms, and
upon refufal ftop the goods; and this
conteft has been the occafion of many of
the complaints received by us and the
Nabob.

As, on the one hand, we do not fee
any reafon why the Englifh gentlemen,
and other inhabitants of Calcutta, and
the fubordinate factofies, thould carry on
the inland trade, with the Company’s
duftuck, or in any other refpeét, more
advantageoufly than the country mer-
chants; fo, on the other hand, we think
it would be a great hardfhip, if we, and
all belonging to us, were not admitted
upon an equality with the merchants and
inhabitants of other parts of Bengal, and
fuffered to trade, on equal ‘terms, in all
commodities, and in all places, provided
our agents and gomaftahs do not fet
themfelves up for magiftrates in the
country, and carry on their bufinefs by

force
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_ force and oppreffion. Practices of this
fort, in many of the Englifh agents a.ncl
gomaftahs; and an abufe on the part.
of the Nabob's officers of the power put
into their hands, for the reftraint of fuch
practices, have been the caufes of the
many complaints lately received.

In thefe fentiments, the regulations

we have propofed to the Nabob for fix-
ing the manner of carrying on this trade
in future, and preventing any difputes
between his officers, and our agents a;mi
gomaftehs, are as follow.
" Firs T, That for all trade imported
or to be exported by thipping, the Com-
pany’s duftuck fhall be granted, and it
fhall pafs unmolefted, and free of cuf-
toms as ufual,

Seconp, Forall trade from one placc
in the country to another, in commodi-
ties produced in the country, as falt, bee-
tle-nut, tobacco, &c. the Company's
duftuck fhall not be granted ; but it {hall
go with the duftuck of the buxbun-
der, thahbunder, or other office of the
country government. >
THIRD,
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THairp, That at the time of taking
out the faid duftuck, and before the dif-
patch of the goods, the duties fhall be
paid according to the rates, which fhall -
be particularly fettled and annexed to this
agreement.

FourTn, That the faid duties, fo to
be paid before exportation, fhall be the
whole that are to be paid; fo that after
the difpatch of the goods, nothing fhall
be paid at any chokeys in the road, nor
at the place of fale.

FirTu, That all goods, being farnifh-
ed either with the Company’s duftuck,
or that of the government, fhall meet
with no obftru&tion or delay. The
guards and chokeys on the road fhall
have nothing more to do, than to demand
a fight of the duftuck, unlefs they fhall
obferve the boats to be laden with a larger
quantity of goods, than are mentioned
in the duftuck ;5 in which cafe, they are
to give immediate notice to the neareft
Englifh fatory, as well'as to the near-
eft officer of the government, that or-
ders may be fent to have a firi@ exami-

nation ;
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nation ; but they are not to detain them
in the road.

SixTtH, If any one fhould attempt to
pals goods without a duftuck, -either
from the government or the Company,
_ or fhall clandeftinely procure a Compa-
ny's duftuck to pafs falt, tobacco, or
other produce of the country, from place
to place, for inland trade, fuch goods
thall be feized and confifcated. The
guards and chokeys in the road are to
ftop them, and to give notice to the
neareft Englith fa&tory, as well as the
neareft officer of the government.

SevenTH, If any perfon, not having
a duftuck, fhall attempt to pafs boats or
goods clandeftinely, under the cover of,
and in company with, other boats or
goods, having a duftuck, fuch boats or
goods fo attempted to be paffed clan-
deftinely, fhall be feized and confifcated.

EicgutH, The gomaftahs in every
place fhall carry on their trade freely,and
25 merchants; and fhall, on no account,
ufe force in buying or felling. If any
difputes arife in the courfe of their bu-

finefs,
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finefs, they fhall not attempt to redrefs
themfelves, but thall make their com-
plaints to the fougedar, or other officer of
the government, and have the matter
tried before him. In like manner, if
any merchant or inhabitant fhall be ag-
grieved by any Englith gomaftah, he
thall make his complaints to the fouge-
dar, or other officers of the government ;
and the gomaftah being duly fummoned,
thall appear before him to anfwer to the
charge, and have the matter determined.
Nintr, Todeter the fougedars, and
other officers of the government, from
being guilty of any partiality, they thall
be enjoined to tranfmit to the Nabob
. copies of their proceedings, upon afl
trials where Englith agents or gomaftahs
are concerned ; and likewife to give a
Ccopy to the agent or gomaftah, who, if
he thinks himfelf aggrieved, may fend
the fame to his principal ; and he may
make hiscompla:at to the Prefident,who,
if the cafe requires it, will apply to
the Nabob for redrefs > and when any
fougedar, or other officer of the govern-
ment,
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ment, fhall prove guilty of fuch partia-
lity, the Nabob. fhall punith him in the
moft exemplary manner.

We think it would be unreafonable
to defire to carry on the inland trade up-
on any other footing, than that of the
merchants of the country ; and that the
attempting to carry it on free of cuf-
toms, and with the Company’s duftuck,
would bring upon us univerfal jealoufy
and ill-will, and, in the end, prejudice
the Company’s affairs, as well as our
own. In the courfe of our conferences
upon this fubje, the Nabob obferved,
that if the Englith gomaftahs were per-
mitted to trade in all parts, and in all
commodities cuftom-free, as many of
them now pretend, they muft of courfe
draw all the trade into their own hands,
and his cuftoms would be of fo little
value to him, that it would be much
more for his intereft to lay trade entire-
Jy open, and colle@ no cuftoms from any
perfon whatever, upon any kind of mer-
chandize, which would draw a number

of merchants into his country, and en-
creafe
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creafe his revenues, by encouraging the
cultivation and manufacture of a larger
quantity of goods for fale ; at the fame
time, he added, it would effe@ually cut
off the principal fubject of the difputes,
which had difturbed the good under-
ftanding between us, an obje@ which
he had more than any other at heart.
This fcheme we difcouraged all in our
power, as it would immediately render
the duftuck ufelefs, and prejudice our
Honorable Mafters bufinefs, by enhanc-
ing the number of purchafers; and it
is an argument why we ought readily to
confent to the regulation now propofed,
not to rifk hurting the Company’s in-

terefts, for our own private advantage.
Tue Nabob defires our orders may
be repeated, that none of the Compa-
ny's fervants, their agents, gomaftahs,
or other perfons employed by them, fhall
be permitted to hold offices under the
country government, nor to purchafe,
rent, or hold lands, gunges or markets,
nor to lend money to the zemindars or
collectors, as all thefe are fources of dif-
pute
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pute between the Company’s people and
the government’s.

W & have fent Mr. Helas the Nabob's
orders for the free purchafe of the tim- .
Bers wanted for the new fort; and the
Nabob has expreffed to Sheer Allee, the
fougedar of that diftri@, his higheft dif-
pleafure at the obftruétions he before laid-
in his way, and the ill treatment which
the Englith gomaftahs in general com-
plained of from him.

INcLosED we fend the Nabob's or-
ders to Mahomed Allee, the colledor of
the Dacca diftricts, enjoining him to re-
leafe allboats that may be ftopped by him,
or any perfon under his jurifdiion, to
demand for cuftoms nothing more than
has hitherto been paid upon the inland
trade of thofe parts, and to refund all
that may have been extorted beyond
that. Likewife another order to the
fame perfon, requiring him to tranfmit
a more circumftantial account of the dif-
pute between the uncle and nephew a-
bout the zemindarree of Baboopoor, and
how it happened, that three or four of

Vor. Il M our
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our feepoys were killed there. But as
both in this affair, and that of Taage-
poor, dependent on Poorneea, where one
of Mr. Gray's gomaitahs was killed, a
fevere example feems highly neceffary ;
we have agreed with the Nabob, to fend
a perfon on our part along with one of
his, te enquire upon the fpot, and bring
a full and impartial account of each of
thefe events ; and the Nabob has pro-
mifed to punifh his people with the ut-
moft feverity, if they prove to be as
guilty as they now appear. Mr. Haf-
tings will go to Taagepoor to finith that
enquiry ; and we defire you will dire@
Mr. Billers, to produce the neceffary
proofs to the perfon, who may be ap-
pointed by the Nabob to enquire con-
cerning the other affair.”

. As I thought T was déing a great for-
vice to the Englifh merchants, by efta-
blithing a right to0 a trade which had al-
ways before been difputed; and as the
other regulations before propofed ap-
peared to me entirely juft and neceffary,

I made
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I made no feruple to aflure the Nabob
they thould take place, efpecially as I con-
ceived myfelf to be fully authorized by
the Board to aé for them on thisoccafion.
I informed myfelf, as well as poflible,
of the duties ufually paid upon falt, and
other articles of inland trade; and in
confequence of thefe enquiries, I agreed
with the Nabob, that the rate of duties
fhould be nine per cent. on the prime
coft, at the places where the goods are °
- provided. I found this to be * below
the rate already paid at Luckypoor ; and
I knew, thdt the profits on that branch
of trade would bear fuch a charge with-
*out the leaft caufe of complaint. The
Nabob having fet afoot an expedition a-
gainft Beteea and Napaul, which he in-
tended to command in perfon, waited
only my taking leave of him to fet out.
In order therefore to bring our bufinefs
to a conclufion, he fummed up all his
complaints and propofals in a letter,
dated the 26thof December ; and I im-
mediately wrote him an anfiver, affuring
M 2 himi,

® As is manifeflly proved, page 140 of this Vol.
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him, that the regulations we had agreed
on fhould be eftablithed. 1 told him,
that upon my arrival at Calcutta, orders
from the Board fhould be fent in confe-
quence to all our fubordinate faories.
At the fame time, I defired that he would
give me orders to all his officers, direc-
ting them to aét in conformity to thefe
regulations ; which orders fhould be for-
warded along with ours from Caleutta..
The following are exatt tranflations
of the Nabob's letter, and my anfwer,
containing the propofed regulations.

Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob
to the Governor.

o“ AS there are many places within
the perganahs, in the provinces

of Bengal and Bahar, much opprefied
by the Englith Company’s gomaftahs and
fervants, T fhall trouble you to write
to the chiefs of Coffimbuzar, Dacca,
Luckypoor, Malda, - Patna, &c. not
to give duftucks, or: permit any one to
hoift Englith colors, befides what are
granted for the Company's fhip-mer-
chandize ;
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chandize; that 'on whatever goods of
this country they purchafe and fell, they
fhall pay duties for the fame as other
merchants, and receive a duftuck from
the fircdr, and may pafs and repafs, on-
ly giving a copy of their duftuck at every
gaut ; that they fhould ufe no force in
the purchafe and fale of goods ; nor take
pofieffion of the houfes and golas belong-
ing to the reiats and merchants. The
muffulmen merchants pay a duty of nin=
per cent. at the gauts, and place of pur-
chafe, &c. you will alfo appoint the
fame duty. Let not any one impede the
dellols and weavers of the fircar at the
aurungs of Dacca, Radanagur, Kirpay,
Nuddea, Moorfhedabad, Malda, Cau-
lygaum, &c. where the fircar may freely
purchafe; nor injure or opprefs the in-
habitants of the Perganahs; nor protect
the reiats, merchants, renters, and fer-
vants of the government; nor prejudice
the revenues.  As the Company’s go- "
maftah’s make falt at Sundeep, &c. I de-
fire you will write to them, not to make
any more there, but, like other mer-
M 3 chants,
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chants, to purchafe it from the nio-
lunghees at the market price. You will
direct the gentlemen, gomaftahs, mut-
tafeddees and moonfhees, and other offi-
cersof the Englith Company, to relinquifth
their farms, taalooks, gunges and golas,
and not take any in future ; to afford no
protection to any one, upon proof to re-
ceive back the money that they paid for
their purchafes; not borrow from, or
lend to the muttafeddees, aumils, ze-
mindars, or other dependents of the go-
vernment ; not to coin any money at
the Moorfhedabad, Dacca, or Patna
mints, as it occafions a lofs to the fircar,
but to coin their money at Calcutta, In
the perganahs of Cuddy-barry and Ca-
loo-bauboo-para, and my other jagheer
lands, under the Jursifdiction of Affam,
the revenues formerly amounted to forty
thoufand rupees, arifing from the trade
of falt, large timbers, and feveral other
articles,  The government’s people ufed
to carry on the commerce there, and no
other merchants were permitted to traf-
fick with the mountaineers. Two years

agu
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ago Mr. Chevalier went there, and he
has put an entire ftop to the trade of the
fircar, and himfelf trafficks with the
mountaineers, from whence a lofs arifes
to my revenues ; and he forcibly feizes
the taalookdars and reiats of the aforefaid
perganahs, to make them draw tim-
bers, by which means they are brought
to the lait diftrefs. In the perganahs of
Gopalpoor and Dukkunbar-poor, and
other diftricts, where falt is made, the
people of the Company’s factory work
the falt pans; and they take poffeffion
of all the falt which the molunghees of
other perganahs have made, by which
means I fuffer a very great lofs. More-
over, they oblige the reiats to receive
money from them for purchafing rice,
and by force and violence they take more
than the market price affords; and the
reiats are running away on account of
thefe oppreffions. For many years it
has been cuftomary for the Cathmeer
merchants to advance money at Sunder-
bund, and provide molunghees to work
the falt pans there ; they paid the rents
M 4 for
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for the falt pans, at the feveral perga-
nahs ; and the duties on the falt, which
were paid at Burry-faul chokey, belong-
ing to the Shahbunder, amounted to near
thirty thoufand rupees ; at prefent, the
people of the factory have difpoffeffed
the Cathmeer merchants, and have ap-
propriated all the falt to themfelves.
Pleafe to write to the gomaftahs of the
aforefaid places, to defift from exercifing
any authority there.”

Tranflation of the Governor's Anfiver to
' ‘the above Letter.
“ J HAVE been honored with the re-
ceipt of your Excellency’s letter,
and underftand the feveral contents, A-
grecably to your defire, I will write to
the chiefs of the facories, to grant a .
Company's duftuck upon the purchafe
and fale of all thipping goods ; and that’
they willdeallike other merchants, in fuch
goods as are bought and fold in different
parts of the country for the inland trade.
That they muft not give a Company’s
duftuck, but muft pay a duty of ninec

per
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per cent. upon the purchafe of the
goods, in lieu of all demands at the
chokeys, &c. into the buxbunder or
fthahbunder, and take a duftuck from
thence, and not be guilty of any vio-
lence or extortion. I hope that you, on
your part, will give orders to the fou-
gedars, and other officers of the fircar,
that they are not to give any interrup-
tion to the purchafe and fale of thipping
goods, with which there will be a Com-
pany’s duftuck ; nor to make the leaft
demand upon them ; and that they muft
by no means interrupt the purchafe and
fale of the inldnd trade, but muft grant
a duftuck for the goods, after having
taken the ftipulated duty upon the pur-
chafe-price, agreeably to your com-
mands ; and that the drogas of the cho-
keys muft énly take a copy of the duf-
tuck, and make no demands.

I'n AvE already wrote to all the chief's
of the factories, not to opprefs the reiats
and inhabitants of the perganahs, nor
protect your dependents, nor make any
difturbance in the affairs of the fircar. I

will
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will now again write particularly to the
chiefs ; and frefh orders fhall likewife be
fent to the feveral gomaftahis to defift
from fuch proceedings, to look upon the
officer of the fircar as the proper magif-
trate; and in cafe of any difturbances or
difputes, to appear before him, and
there fettle them. You will give orders
to you fougedars and officers, that they
muit behave to the gomaftahs with truth
and uprightnefs, and a& without par-
tiality ; and if any one makes a com-
‘plaint againit a gomaftah, that they muft
fend for the gomaftah and decide the
difpute; and in cafe of a gomaftah’s
making any complaint, that they muft
take that likewife into confideration and
decide it.

I nave wrote to the chiefs of Chit-
tagong, and Luckypoor, that they muft
not work the falt-pans themfelves, nor
interrupt the merchants and renters of
falt-pans, who pay the' government’s
rents ; but purchafe from them what-
ever they want to purchafe ; I accord-

ingly
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~ ingly fend - you inclofed two letters for
the faid chiefs.

Orpers fhall be fent to the chiefs and
gomaftahs of the factories, not torent nor
purchafe any lands, nor to lend to, nor
borrow money from the zemindars and
officers of the fircar; and that they muft
give up whatever taalooks they may have
heretofore purchafed. You will be pleaf-
ed to give orders, that the purchafe-mo-
ney be returned; but ¥ have received
comphaints from feveral places, that the
officers of the* fircar infift upon the
former colledtions, and beat, and bind,
and imprifon the peeple ; fuch proceed-
ings are contrary to juftice. You will
therefere give them orders to return the
pumhaﬁ-monay, and ‘by no means to
demand the paft accounts.

Tre chiefs and gomaftahs of the fac-
tories fhall be firiitly dire@ed not to ob-
firac the delolls and weavers of the
fircar, :

Fr it is not agreeable to you, that the
money and bullion of the Englifh gen-
tlemen and gomaftahs thould be coined

1n
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in the Patna and the Dacca mints, and
it occafions a lofs to the fircar, you will
give orders to your drogas there, not to
receive from them any money or bullion
for coining ; yet the fhroffs, upon be-
ing acquainted with this, will demand
as much batta as they pleafe, by which
means the Company’s bufinefs will be
ftopped. I hope, therefore, that you
will write to the Naibs of Moorfheda-
bad, Patna, and Dacca, that the mo-
ney of the Englith Company, and gen-

" tlemen, muft pay batta, according to
the rate of the Bazar ; and that they muft
punith the throffs, in cafe of their de-
manding more.

- Tre gomaftahs at Gwalparah fhall
be ftrictly charged to carry on their com-
mercial bufinefs as formerly, and not to
trade themfelves with the mountaineers,
but to make all their purchafes and fales
through the hands of the droga of the
firear.  You will pleafe to enjoin the
droga, to deal with the Englifh gomaf-
tahs in the fame manner as with other
merchants.”

Tue



Tranfaitions in BENGAL. 173

Tue foregoing is the letter, * which
we fhall find in the fequel, wrefted into
a thoufand different forms, to make it
appear odious, introduced, on all occa-
fions, with malevolent remarks, and
loudly inveighed againtt, by the reft of
the Council. T leave it without further
notice, till my retarn to Calcutta, when
enough will be faid of it.

Tue day after the delivery of this
letter to the Nabob, I took my leave of

him,

* Two of thearficles mentioned in thisletter, viz.
the reftriction of the trade to Rangamettee, and the
prohibition to the Chittagong and Luckypoor falto-
ries, againft making falt upon the grounds rented by
the country merchants from the government, are
not mentioned in the letter to the Board, of the rsth
of December, where Mr. Haftings and I acquaint-
ed them with the regulations we propofed. The
reafon was, that the Nabob had not then entered
into thofe particulars ; but as he complained of thefe
innovations afterwards in his lecter, | could not de-
oy him the juftice he afked. It will be found here-
after, that the-neceflity of thefe reflraints has
been fully acknowledged, by extending them #ill
farther ; and that I gave up nothing to Meer Cof-
fim out of perfonal regard, fince I was equally rea-
dy to admit Meer Jaffier's rights, when he was re-
eftablifhed in the government,
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him, and proceeded to Patna, where I
arrived the 1ft of January, and met with
Mr. Ellis. I found that his animofity
againft the Nabob had taken root too
deep to be moved, and I was confirmed
in the opinion, that a reconciliation
was not poffible.

I sTAvED only four days at Patna,
in which time the Nabob's deputy laid
before me his complaints; and requeft-
ed, that fuch orders might be given
thereupon, as to prevent any difputes
happening in future. I conferred with
- Mr. Elis upon all thofe points, heard
his objections, and gave him my opinion
fully. What we chiefly differed upon,
were the Burbunna gate of the city, and
the gunge.

T ne Burbunna gate wasa fmall wick-
et, in the north-weft quarter of the ci-
ty of Patna, which lay moft convenient
for our faQory fervants to pafs in and
out. The Nabob infifted upon fhutting
up this wicket, for the begter preferving
good order in the city; and Mr. Ellis
declared it (hould not be done, becaufe

it
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it would be inconvenient to our fervants, .

to go five or fix hundred yards round to
the common weft-gate of the city. I
was with Mr. Ellis on the fpot, it feem-
ed to me to be of no great confequence
on cither fide, and the Nabob’s right
was indifputable. I told Mr. Ellis that
this was my opinion, and he acqui-
efced. If he had been fo candid, as to
tell me then, that he thought it a mat-
ter of fo much importance, that it ought
to be referred to the Board, I would
have endeavored to make the Nabob
acquiefce, for fear of its hccoming a
party affair. ;

THE gunge was 2 large mart or mar-
ket place, for importing grain for whole-
fale. In this country, as in all others,
itis the right only of the government,
to eftablith ‘fuch marts where cuftoms
are colleted, proteétions granted, and
other acts of fovereignty exercifeds

TFurs * gunge, near the Englith fac-
tory at Patna, was fet up without any
right, grant, or order, cither from the

Company,

® It went h]-,' the name of Colenel Gunge.
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Company, or the Nabob; an authority
fuch as no private perfon can be allow-
ed; and it proved a continual fource
of difputes with the country govern-
‘ment, for the advantage of particulars.
On this fubje@® Mr. Ellis feemed to be
convinced, promifed that he would fuf-
fer no more grain to be imported there ;
that he would remove what was in it as
faft as he conveniently could, and abo-
lith the gunge.

Tne following is a copy of the an-
fwer I wrote to the Patna deputy’s re-
prefentations, after having fully difcufled
cvery article with Mr. Ellis ; and I fent
that gentleman a copy of it.

Tranflation of the Governor's Letter ¢
Rajah Nobit Roy. Dated January 4,
1763,

“I HAve read the feveral requefts

which you wrote under feparate
heads. Agrecably to your defire, I have
direGed Mr. Ellis, the chief .at Patna,
to abolifh colonel Gunge, and accord-
ingly orders have, from this day, been
given

L
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given to the merchants, not to bring
their goods there any more ; yet, as it
is. neceffary, that fome grain (hould be
laid up in ftore for the Company, to be
ufed in a time of fearcity, I have there-
fore directed Mr. Ellis to build fome
golas in fuch places as you fhall think
Proper to appoint, and to purchafe from
the merchants of the gunge, and keep
in the faid golas about twenty thoufand
maunds of grain on the Company’s ac-
count. After which, the merchants (hall
be at liberty to difpofe of what they may
have remaining, according to their own
inclinations, or to keep it in the gunges
of the fircar; moreover, if they are in-
clined to ferve the Company as hereto-
fore, itis well ; and if they are defirous
of fettling in any of the fircar’s gunges,
they have liberty fo to do. When you
have fixed upon a place for erecting the
golas, you will fend your fervant with
a note to Mr. Ellis, and you will allow
what time may be neceflary for remov-
ing the grain from the old golas to the

Vou. IL N new
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new ones, that no unreafonable ofs may
~ fall upon the merchants.

Wi Tu regard to what you write a-
bout not holding any taalooks, and not
lending to, nor borrowing from the offi- -
cers and zemindars, orders have already
been given to this purport, and I under-
ftand, that no body has done fuch things ;
however, I have now repeated thofe or-
ders,

You fay, that numbers of merchants
carry away their goods for fale, under the
proteltion of the fadory, and that I
fhould enquire into this matter. It has
of old been cuftomary, that a duftuck
thould be granted, with whatever cloth,
&c. is purchafed by the merchants, from
the Englith Company and gentlemen,
and that they fhould accordingly carry
away the goods, and fell them wherever
they pleafe; thisis no new cuftom, and
this is the only protection afforded them.

You complain, that the merchants
carry away goods, the produce of this
country, from the fa&ory into the pro-
vinces, with regard to fuch goods as are

bought
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bought and fold in the country. The Na-
bob and I have agreed, that a certain du-
ty fhall be paid for them at once, accord-
ing to the purchafe price; when this
regulation fhall every where take place,
no duties will be demanded upon the
road. -

T uNDERST AND what you write about
fhutting up the Berbunna wicket of the
fort, and concerning the entrenchment
by the river-fide; and I have feen I}oth
the places in queftion. The entrench.
ment by the river-fide is very proper ; as
to the fhutting the wicket, though there
does not appear to be any great neceflity
for it, and the going round about will
be an inconvenience to the people of the
faGtory, neverthelefs, as it is the Na-
bob’s order, do it whenever you pleafe,
nobody will obftrut you. _

You fay, that Zein-Al-aubudeen, the
aumil of Bahar, writes, that a gomaftah
of the faory took an obligation from
one Deyuchund, a merchant, that no.
body fhould buy opium befides the Eng-
lith fadtory. I afked the aumil in your

N 2 prefence,
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prefence, and in that of feveral mer-
chants, whether he had a copy of the
obligation or not. He anfwered, that
“¢ Deyuchund complained to him, that
Beenymadoo, an Englith gomaftah, had
taken an obligation from him, and had
forbid him trading in opium, and that
therefore it could not be expeted he
fthould pay the ufual duties ;” and that he
fhewed him a copy of the obligation,
but did not leave it with him. Now itis
uncertain, whether this ftory be true, or
whether the merchant was prompted by
his own intereft, to impofe upon the au-
mil, that he might avoid paying the du-
ties; it is therefore proper you fhould
fend for the merchant, and enquire into
the affair, in prefence of Mr. Ellis, whom
I have directed to inflit a proper punith-
ment upon the gomaftah, in cafe the
complaint be proved ; and in cafeit ap-
pears to be falfe, you, on your part,
fhould inflit a proper punifhment upon
the merchant.
WiTH regard to the fircar’s {_'alt, that
is in the hands of Meer Mahomed A-
' fhruff,
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fhruff, it appears, from the account he
thewed me, that he has, in different
Places, difpofed of 23,596 maunds, and
that he has now remaininguponhishands
27,333 maunds ; I enquired of him, in
your prefence, what was the reafon of
his having difpofed of fo fmall a quan-
tity only, in fuch a length of time. He
replied, that ¢ in many places there
was falt belonging to the Englifh gentle-
men ; and it was not in his power to ftop
the fale of their merchandize, in order
to difpofe of the fircar's ; and that, not-
withftanding the obligation entered into
by the merchants of the city, the officers
of feveral of the neighboring places, did
not pat a ftop to the bufinefs of other
merchants, fo that it was impofiible he
fhould fell the government’s falt, ‘at an
advanced price, whilft they fold theirs
at the former price.” As the bufinefs
of the merchants of the city has been
ftopped for three or four months, by
which they have fuffered greatly, and as
they will be entirely ruined, if their bu-
finefs continues to be fo ftopped, I would

L 1
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therefore advife you to take back what
falt of the fircar’s remains unfold, and
to difpofe of it at the market price; for
the Nabob will by no means approve of
injuring the merchants.

You fhould examine Meer Afhruffi’s
account, whether he has fold agreeably
thereto, or more than is therein {peci-
fied ; in cafe he has fold more, it is rea-
fonable that you (hould take from him
whatever money he has received for it ;
but if his account be juft, he is not in
fault, receive the money from him ac-
cordingly, and make no further demands.
T fhall acquaint the Nabob with all thefe
particulars, and he will inform you of
his pleafure.

You defire Mr. Ellis may be dire@-
ed not to fend any money or bullion to
the mints to be coined. This affair is
within the limits of your own authori-
ty. Give orders to the droga of the
mint, not to reccive any money or bul-
lion, that may be brought by the fervants
of the falory to be coined ; and write
to Mr. Ellis, that if he chufes it, you

will
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will coin money for him on the fame
terms as for other merchants, or clfe
that he may exchange it at the Bazar
price.

I yxpERSTAND what you write con-
cerning the revenues of Birrumpoor vil-
lage, and the Nezzeranna for the falt-pe-
tre. Some thoufand rupees were at dif-
ferent times paid-by the Company to
Raja Ramnarain’s army ; of which I faw
the particulars in the Company’s books,
and I have dire&ted Mr. Ellis to make
out the account; and after having de-
duéted Rajah Ramnarain's debt, to pay
the balance into the fircar's treafury.

It is proper that you thould look
upon me as one interefted in your wel-
fare, and let me have the pleafure of
hearing from you.”

I ruink it will be generally admitted,
that all thefe regulations made and pro-
pofed, both at Mongheer and Patna,
were cntirely agrecable to juftice and
equity, and well calculated for the be-
nefit both of the Nabob’s government,

N 4 and
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and the Company's, and to prevent dif-
putes between them. I did not doubt
of this appearing in the fame light to the
gentlemen of the Council in Calcutta,
and affured myfelf, that they would have
fo much regard for their public utility,
as to have joined with me heartily in
eftablifhing them, even if they fhould
be found in any part to interfere in fome
meafure with their private advantages ;
but I foon found the contrary ; and that
the heads of the party had taken this op-
portunity of encreafing their ftrength,
by reprefenting to the reft of the Coun-
cil, that I had an intention of cutting
off the moft profitable branches of their
trade. We fhall foon fee the violent
effe which the propagation of this
do&rine produced.

ILerr Patna the sth of January,
and called for one day at Mongheer,
where I faw the Nabob, ready to pro-
ceed on the expedition to Beteea and Na-
paul, his army having already croffed
the river. It may not be improper to
take notice of the ftate of the Nabob's

forces
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forces at this time, and the fervice on
which they were going.

AT his acceflion to the Subahthip his
army, which ftood upon the books of
the government at the rate of upwads
of ninety thoufand men, was compofed
of the fame forces, which had fuccef-
fively ferved the Nabobs Aliverdi Cawn,
Serajah Dowla, .and Jaffier Alle Cawn,
andfome of the principal jemmatdarshad
been in the fervice even beyond the time
of Serfraz Cawn; little dependence could
be placed on fuch troops, and the fer-
vants of {o many mafters; for this rea-
fon, as foon as the Nabob had got pof-
feffion of the province of Patna, he dif-
. 'banded the greateft part of his army,
intending to raife new troops upon a dif-
ferent eftablithment. In this work he
had advanced fo flowly, that when I was
at Mongheer, his new raifed cavalry did
not amount to two thoufand men ; and
his whole force confifted of about fix-
teen thoufand horfe, and three battalions
of feepoys, befides an inconfiderable
number of peons, who were kept ra-

ther
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ther for thew than ufe.. With this force
he planned ‘and attempted the reduétion
of the kingdom of Napaul, and croffed -
the great river in perfon, with his army,
leaving his family and treafure at Mong-
heer. .

I nave been particular upon this fub-
jett, becaufe it has been often afferted,
that he had at this time entertained the
defign of breaking with the Englifh.
Had this really been the cafe, or could
he even have fufpected, that he had gi-
ven a plea to his enemies amongft the
Englith to make war ageinft him ; can
it be imagined, that he would have en-
geged at fuch a time in a foreign war;
and by croffing the great river, which a
fingle battalion of our feepoys from Patna
might have prevented him from repaf-
fing, left his familyand treafure at Mong-
heer, and the whole province expofed to
ourarms? In effe@®, nothing was more
oppofite to his intereft, or even his dif-
pofition, little reafon as he had to be fa-
tisfied at our behaviour to him. His
great obje&t from the beginning, and

which
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which his natural talents were beft fuit-
ed to, was the increafe and improvement
of his revenues; but for war he was to-
tally unfit, from his exceflive and known
timidity ; and I believe I may with fafe-
ty afcribe to this caufe, his paffivene(s
and forbearance in the many provoca-
tions which were given him. He knew
too well the weight of the Englith
power, to wifh to expofe his life and go-
vernment to fo unequal a rifque.

We left Mongheer the gth of Janu-
ary, and the 14th arrived at Coffimbuzar.
In the way I received an anf{wer * from
the Council of the 27th of Decem-
ber, to the joint letter addreffed them
the 15th of that month, by Mr. Haf-
tings and me, which had been forward-
ed to Patna and returned. With refpe@
to the propofal mentioned in that letter,
of leaving Mr, Haftings with the Na-
bob, it could have been to no purpofe,

as

® This letter arriving at Mongheer after my de-

parture, followed me to Patna ; where italio arriving
after I had fet out from that place, Mr. Ellis dif-
patched it back to me, and it reached me a little be-
Jow Mongheer, after L had parted from the Nabob.
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as the Nabob was thenfetting out upon 2
diftant expedition ; and indeed, 1 hoped
it would at any rate prove unneceflary ;
not in the leaft doubting, from the juft-
nefs and ufefulnefs of the regulations
which I had made, that the Board on
my arrival in Calcutta would readily con-
firm them. The following arc copies
of the letter from the Council, and o
my anfwer from Coflimbuzar. -

The Boards Letter to the Governor and
Mr. Haftings. Dated December 27,
1762.

e W E' have received your letter of
the 15th inftant. We  have

paid due regard to the fubftance thereof;
but as the articles now drawn up, or that
may be concluded on, muft in all pro-
bability prove the ftandard and limitation
of our inland trade for all future years,
it is proper that it fhould be maturely
confidered, and determined on by a full
Board. We have therefore ordered the
letter to lye on the table, until the Pre-
fident’s return to Calcutta, when we thall
come
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come to a final refolution on the fub-
je@ ; and would on that account recom-
mend his leaving Mr. Haftings with the
Nabob, to ratify fuch artlclta as may be
~ then agreed on. :
AN we think further, -that thc.npl-
nions of as many of the members of
the Board fhould be taken on this mat-
ter, as can be conveniently colleéted.
We beg leave to advife the Prefident’s
talking with Mr. Ellis for that purpofe.
W E fhall write to Luckypoor, agree-
able to what you recommend, regard-
ing the zemindarree of Bauboopoor ; and
alfo forward to Dacca the orders on Ma-
‘homed Allee. We muft however re-
mark, that we were in hopes, from the
manner the Prefident expreffed himfelf
in a former letter, that Mahomed Allee
would have beéen difmiffed from his em-
ploy with difgrace, and obliged to make
reftitution for the damages fuftained by
the delays he had occafioned. And we
muft needs fay, that we think thefe are
pointswhich ought ftill tobe infifted on;
as we cannot efteem his being ordered to
refund
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refund the extorted duties any fatisfac-
tion ; becaufe we cannot fee any righg
or authority he (Mahomed Allee) had
to exact thefe additional duties, or caufe
the interruptions he did, until a treaty
of the nature now propofed had been
concluded.”

Extrait of a Letter from the Governor
fo the Board, Dated Coffimbuzar,
January 15, 1763.

e ITH refpeét to Mahomed Al-

¥ lee, the colleor at Dacca, I
could not refufe a propofition fo reafon-
able, as what the Nabob made ; that is,
that he thould have an opportunity of
anfwering for himfelf. Inclofed T fend
you copies of his addreffes to the Na-
bob, on the fubje of the complaints

- againft him.

Mirza Ariee Rezza is appointed
ameen to go and enquire upon the fpot ;
and orders thould be fent to the chiefs of
Dacea, Chitmgnng. and Luckypoor, to
produce what proofs they can of the
fa&ts complained of, to the faid ameen.

: Ican
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I caN venture to affure you, the Na-
bob will not be backward in punithing
Mahomed Allee, if he proves guilty.
Torrut Sing, the amuldar of Tauge-
poor, being convicted of killing Mr.
Gray's gomaftah, has received fentence
to be hanged at the place where the vio-
lence was committed ; and Sheer Allee,
for endeavoring to fcreen him, and his
ill behavior to our gomaftahs in general,
will be difmiffed from his government
of Poorneea. :

I osservE, what you mention con-
cerning the inland trade, in your letter
to Mr, Haftings and me jointly; the
Company’s duftuck never having been
granted for thofe articles of trade by any
former governors; neither fhall I think
myfelf empoweredto grant them, with-
outthe orders of our Honorable Mafters;
and therefore to prevent our being liable
to have our goods ftopped for duties, at
many different places, asis the cafe with
the country merchants, I withed to have
thofe duties made up in the moft reafon-

able manner into one fum, to be paid at
one
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one place before the difpatch of the
goods. After getting what information
we could, Iagreed with the Nabob that
they fhould be rated at g per cent. upon
the purchafe-price; which being paid
 before the difpatch of the goods, and
the duftuck of the country government
taken, they fhould be liable to no other
demands throughout the three provinces.
You will obferve, that this is lefs than
the Luckypoor gentlemen, in their let-
ter of the 6th of Névember laft, men-
tion, they have always paid upon falt
. and tobacco, which are the ‘principal
 objets of this trade.  In my way down,
I took an account from the agents of
fome Patna and Hoogly merchants, of
what they had paid, and were liable to
pay for the falt under their charge, by
which you will perceive, that the fir-
carree duties only, without reckoning the
duftore taken at the feveral chokeys,
amounts, by the loweft of .the feveral
informations, to more than 25 rupees
per 100 maunds. I have fent a copy of
this account to the Nabob, and recom-
~ mended
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mended t6 him to free the merchants
in general from fuch a variety of de-

vmands, by receiving from them in like

manner a reafonable rate of cuftoms
in one place only.

I vesTerpAY fent for the principal
fhroffs of the city, and enquired of
them, why they refufed to exchange the
Calcutta ficcas ; and as they are' firuck
with the name of Moorthedabad, how
they could diftinguith them from thofe
which are ftruck in the Moorfhedabad

"mint ?  They replicd, that the ftamp

was not {o well made at Calcutta, 'and
that the rupees, for the moft part, are
too broad and thin, by which they could

. diﬂfingu%"'th.cm.- 1 'defired Mr. Bution

tofend for fome, and upon examination,
found the obfervation of the (iroffs to be

. very true; however, they agreed to re-

ceive them, and promifed to do 6 in fu-
ture; the Nabob's deputy was prefent,
and. affured me, he_would enforce it,
whenever Mr. Batfon may apply to him ;
but it is neceflary, that our mint-mal
ter takeall poffible care to make ouir ro-

Vor. IL L0 pees
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pees equal in every refpe& to thofe of
Moorfhedabad, and if poffible fo alike,
that they may not be diftinguithed one
from another.

HavING received from Mr. Amyatt
the news of the French cruizers in Bal-
lafore road, I fhall fet out from hence
to-morrow morning, with relays of
bearers, to Mirzapoor, from whence I
_{hall proceed in a light boat to Calcutta,
{o that I {hall probably arrive as foon as
this letter.

I LerT major Adams at Patna, and he
intends to return by the Pachaet road.”

Tue day after the difpatch of this
letter I fet out from Coflimbuzar, up-
on the news of the French fhips being
in Ballafore road, and arrived in Calcut-
ta the 18th.

SECTION

-
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SECTION XL

The general Aflembly of the Council,
and their Proceedings.

The Regulations circulated by the Nabob.—
Copy fent to the Board by the Chief of
Dacca,—T he Membersof theCouncilcall-
ed doswn fromthe fubordinate Faffories.~
Letter from Mr. Cartier to the Board,
on the Subjedt of bis Letter to the Col-
beétor of Dacca.——Letter from Mef.
Johnftone, Hay and Bolts to the Board,
on the Subjeit of theirs, to the Fouge-
dar of Poorneea.—Letter from the
Chief and Cozncil of Dacea to the Board,
with a Perfian Copy of Mr. Vanfittart’s -
Letter of Regulations.—Mr. Gulfton's
Trsnflation of it.—The Nabob's Orders
to bis Colleétor at Dacca.~Minutes of
Council upon thefe.~Myr. Vanfittart's
Minute in Council, on the Subject of the
abaove Proceedings.—~Violence of the Na~
hob's Qfficers.—Exaggerated Complaints
againft them.—~Orders from the Board
to Luckypoor and Dacca.—Mr. A-

02 myatt's
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_myatt's Minute in Anfiver to Mr. Van-
fittart's.—Firft Mecting of the general
Council ——Motion for calling Major

Carnac to the Board,—The Motion car-
ried—Mr. Amyatt's Minute at the
Opening of the general Council—~Re-
marks op it.—Difficuity of aling be-
tween the Nabob and tbe Council.—
Mr. Vanfittatt's Minute in Council.—
Frefh Complaints from Patna and Dac-
ca Faélories.~Refolutions of the Board
thereupon, empowering the Fallories to
make Ufe of Force.—Mr. Vanfittart's
Letter to the Nabob, ecquainting bim
with it.—Major Carnac’s Letter tothe
Board, defiring to be reinflated in the
Command of the Troops at Patna.—
Letter from the Chief and Council at
Patna to the Board, concerning the
Gunge.—Plan, for conduéling the Pro-
ceedings of the general Council.—De-
bate concerning the Burbunna Gate and
the Gunge.—Letter ts the Nabob, con-
taining the Refolutions of the Majority
for opening tbhe Burbunna Gate.—The
Gunge ordered to be abolifbed.—Quefions

) i i
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" 2o be debated, relative ‘to the Regula-
tisns and the private Trade.—Complaint
Jrom Luckypoor againft the Nabob's
- Officers.——=Orders to feize the Offi-
cers. — Debates upon the before-men-
tioned Queflions. — Refolutions of  the
Board.—Queflion propofed, what Arti-
-~ cles of Trade fhould pay Dutics to the
Nabob, and what Duties 2— Debite
~upon ity and the Conclufion.—Remarks
on it.—Mr. Haftings's additional Mi-
nute in Council.— Letter from the Na-
bob to bis Colledor at Dacca, concern-
ing the Stoppage of fome Goods belong-
mg to Mr. Vanfittuct.—Letter from
Mr. Vanfittart fo the Nabob on thar
Subjelt.—Further Compleintsagainfl the
Nabob's Officers ~Fougedar of Ran-
gamattee ordered tobe feized—Plon for
deciding Difputes betaween onr Afgents
and the WNabob's Officers.—Remarps
upon it —The Nabob returns from bis
Expedition.—Much alarmed by the ge-
neral Affembly of the Council.—Three
Letters from bim to- the Governir.—
Letter from the Governor in: Anfwer.—
My Johnftone's Motion.—Debate up-

O 3 on
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en ity and the Refolutions of the Board,
~Mef. Amyatt and Hay appointed to
8o on a Deputation to the Nabob.—
Great Difturbances between the Nabob's
Officers and our Faélories at Patna and
Dacca, — A Detachment Jrom Patna
Jeizes the Nabob's Officer at Mow, who
i kept Prifoner in the Faitory.— Part
of that Detachment attacked and car-
ried before the Nabob, whe releafes them.
~Several Letters from the Chief and
Council ar Patna to the Board, and
[fram the Nabob to the Governer upon
their Grievances.—~Letter to the Na-
bob, containing the Refolutions of the
Board upon the foregoing.—The Nabob
publifbes a general Exemption of Duties,
—Debate upon that Subjed, with the
Refolution of the Board to infift on the
Nabob's amnulling that Af.— Mef:
Johnftone and Hay accufe Mr. Vanfit-
- tart of baving made a private Agree-
ment with the Nabob for the Benefit of
bis own Trade.—Myr. Vanfittart's An-
Swers.—Tswo Letters from the Nabob,
containing a warm Remonfirance againft
the
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the Proceedings of the Board.—Letter
Jrom the Chicf and Council at Patna,
with an Account of a Fray between
Jome of their Secpays, and the Nabob’s
Forces at Gyah. — The Board offended
at the Nabob's Letters.——Debate in
Confequence, whether Mef. Amyatt and
" Hay fhould proceed on their Deputation.
—Agreed, they fbould fet out, and wait-
the Nabob's Anfwer at Coflimbuzar.

IT had been agreed between the

Nabob and me, that after my ar-
rival at Calcutta, the regulations thould
be fent from the Council to the different
faltories, with his orders to his officers,
which he gave me for that purpofe ;
but inftead of this, I had hardly left him,
when he difpatched copies of my letter
to his officers in all parts of the coun-
try, with general orders for their ob-
fervance; and a direction, that all Eng-
lith gomaftahs, who refufed to comply
with them, fhould be turned out of the
country. Copies of thefe being deliver-
ed by the Nabob's officer at Dacca, to

O 4 the

af
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the chief of our fadory, were by him
immediately forwarded to the Board,
- with a letter filled with the moft aggra-
vated reprefentations of the lofs, which
would accrue from them to the private
commerce, and of the encroachments
upon what they called our privileges.
My letter, which contained the regu-
lations, was put into the hands of Mr.
Gulfton *to be tranflated, andwas by him
rendered into Englith, with a pedantick
fingularity of ftile, and an affeéted pre-
cifion and pofitivenefs, efpecially in fuch
pafiages, as were called by the Board an
attack upon their rights. Thefe aggra-
vations ferved but too eftectually to add
fuel to minds, already difpofed to catch
fire from the flighteft occafion; and left
any thing fhould be wanting, to carry
the defigns of the party to the moft vio-
lent-extremes, Major Carnac, who had
10 concern, or any right to interfere in
foch matters, was called upon to join
his opinion to' that, which the Board
thought proper to pals upon thofe regu-

lations ;

* At that time Perfian tranflator.
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lations ; and I will. take upon me to
mention him as the author and direftor
of the refolution, to call down all the
members of the Board, from the fub-
" ordinate fatories to the Prefidency, to
give a fanétion to the meafures which
he had long had in view, and which
were now to be carried into execution.
Anp although it is certain, that the
unheard of privileges, this affembly came
prepared to infift on, muft neceffarily
produce a rupture with the Nabob, yet
the Nabob, by his own folly, made the
danger more fudden and unavoidable.
He could no way have given his enemies
a greater advantage, than by difpatching
as he did copies of my letter, to all
parts of the country, and enjoining his
aumils to enforce the immediate ob-
fervance of the regulations therein pro-
pofed, without waiting until diretions
in confequence were fent from Calcutta
to our factories jointly, with the orders
to his officers, which he delivered me
for that purpofe. It'is plain,.by my let-
ter to the Nobit Roy (p. 176) that I
did
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did not intend the regulations fhould
take place till general orders were fent
every where; and the Nabob himfelf
well knew, that my orders could not
take place, till joined with thofe of the
Board, which he had therefore defired
me to obtain. Of courfe I expeded the
Nabob would wait, till T could write
him from Calcutta of the refolutions of :
the Council ; if he had, he would have
found, that they oppofed every part of
the regulations, and he would have had
time to determine, whether he would
fubmit to their demands or not. In-
ftead of that, his officers proceeding
immediately to make ufe of force, o-
bliged me to jein with the reft of the
Board in reftraining them; and thus,
one at of hoflility following another,
gave the difcontented on each fide a
contifual opportunity of widening the
breach, and at length rendering it irre-
parable.
MR. Cartier’s * letter to the Nabob's
colletor at Dacea, and + that of Mef.
John-
* Page 147. + Page 149,
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Johnftone, Hay and Bolts, to the fouge-
dar of Poorneea, have been already taken
notice of in this narrative, with my rea-
fons for laying them before the Coun-
cil, that they might prevent the ill con-
fequences which foch a licentioufhefs
muft produce to our own government,
and our connecions with the Nabob, if
every private perfon took upon himfelf
to threaten the Nabob’s officers with the
effes of the Englifh power, and pre-
feribe rules for their condu&. Mef.
Johnftone and Hay (who were members
of the Board) pretending, that their cha-
raers were defignedly aimed at by the
charge againft them, replied toit, with
the bittereft inve@ives and recrimina- .
tions upon myfelf. Mr. Cartier in lefs
violent terms juftified his own behavi-
or, by producing the Englith draught of
the letter he intended towrite, and which
was a decent reprefentation of his com-
plaints ; but his moonfhee wrote the
Perfian original in the terms in which

it here appears (p. 147.)
In
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In the conclufion, the Board vindi-
cated the behavior of thofe gentlemen,
and approved of the cenfures which they
had taken upon them to caft upon my-
felf ; and this affair became 2 freth ag-
gravation of the party rage againft me.

It was not till after my arrival in
Calcutta, that I fufpected any objections
could be made to the regulations which
Thad fettled with the Nabob. With
this I was firft acquainted by Mr. A-
myatt, who told me, orders had been
fent for the members of the Board to
come down from the fubordinate fettle-
ments; and I expected accordingly the
maft violent oppofition. But when I
called for, and perufed the proceedings
of the Board upon this fubje&, nt}thing
could exceed my aftonithment at the in-
Jurious afperfions, and the illiberal in-
vectives, with which they had recorded
their difapprobation of my conduét, ex-
ceeding even the extremeft bounds, to
which I could have expected the moft
inveterate malice of party would have led
them. A copy of thofe proceedings I

thall
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ﬂmll hére enter at large, cenfifting of

r. Cartier's letter to the Board, ex-
pl:unmg the intention of his letter to
the Nabol’s colleGtor at Dacca. Mefl.

Johnftone and Hay's letter upon the fub< -

jeé of that which they wrote to the fou-
gedar of Poorneea; the letter from the
chief and council at Dacca, inclofing
Perfian copies of mine to the Nabob,
which contained the regulations, and the
Nabob’s orders to his officer on the oc-

cafion; Mr. Guliton's tranflations of |

thofe Perfian copics, and the refolutions
of the Board.

Copy of a Letter from Mr, Cartier fo
the Council. Dated January ¢, 1763-
EING called upon by the coun-
cil of this fa&tory, for an expla-
nation of a letter wrote to Mahomed
Allee, colleftor of the revenues at Dac-
. ¢a; I think proper, with the confent of
the gentlemen here, to addrefs myfelf to
the Board on this occafion; and at the
fame time, to declare the pleafure it af-
fords me, to vindicate any part of my
conducét,
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condu&, that may appear dark or myf-
terious, before {o juil a tribunal.

Tue letter addrefled to Mahomed
Allee was wrote and fent him the gth of
Oétober ; a copy of which, and his an-
fwer, I forwarded to Mr. Vanfittart ; the
fame was received by that gentleman,
during his abode at the French gardens,
When an entire interruption was put to
all commerce, our fervants plundered,
and ufed ill, the flag grofly infulted, e-
ven in the city, and almoft under our
eye; when our intercourfe to Calcutta
by letters was one time {lopped ; in what
fhape was I to a&t, but in the manner I
did ? Mahomed Allee was pointed out,
by the whole country, as the principal
encourager of thefe grievances and in-
fults. On my applying to him for re-
drefs, by the dewan and vackeel of the
factary, he conftantly denied having the
leait hand ip them. I therefore thought
it beft, in fuch a fitvation of affairs, to
apply myfelf to him by letter, and to
demand a pofitive declaration as to the
caufe of thefe difturbances.  His anfiver

: was
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. was fuch, as might be expeéted from an
intriguing man, in every refpe&t evafive
and unfatisfa&ory.

You think, gentlemen, the ftile of
my letter was rather improper, and tend-
ing to promote thofe evils, which you
have taken fo much pains to remedy ;
namely, a jealoufy and diftruft. I muft
beg leave, gentlemen, to diffent from
you in this opinion ; and maintain, that
the extravagant and vexatious behavior
of the government was the caufe of thofe
evils ; and raifed, T may venture to fay,
both jealoufy and diftruft in every breaft.
In fuch a conjuncture, I think an Eng-
lithman cannot fpeak too bold ; I only
wrote, what T imagined would have a
proper effe@ on the mind of a2 man,
who I fuppofed afted from his own
judgment, and without a legal order.
The fyftem of the prefent government
muft be entirely changed within thefe
twelve months, if the ears of the offis
cers in it, arc too delicate to bear with
a warm remonftrance.

I can

'
T A ST L W e || e
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I can conceive my letter to M&ha-
med Allee to be nothing more ; and con-
fidering the importance of the affair not.
too warm.  As chief of this factory, I
efteémed it my particular duty, to fup-
port thofe privileges our nation are in-
vefted with; and had I tamely fubmit-
ted to' fuch a grofs invafion of them,
without any endeavor on my fide to pro-
cure redrefs, I think I fhould be unwor-
thy of the poft T hold, and defervedly
defpifed by the generality of the world,

I nore, gentlemen, the above will
be fufiicient to afcertain to you the juft
motives that induced me to write the
faid letter, and fatisfy. you (confidering
the occafion) the flile of it was not al-
together improper.

Tur original letter T now inclofe
you, -from which the Perfian tranflation
was made, though the purport of it is
little different from the copy feat up in
your general letter.”

. Copy



Tranfaitions in BENGAL. 209

Copy of a Letter from Mef. Johnitone
and Hay o the Council. Dated Janu~
ary 14, 1763. :

«“ WE have received the copy of a

letter, wrote by the Prefident
to the Board, complaining of Mr. Bolts’s
conduct in writing a letter in the name
of Mefficurs Johnftone, Hay and Bolts,
to the Poorneea fougedar, reprefent-
ing the grievances and oppreffions
that our gomaftahs met with, in tranf-
acting our bufinefs in that country, and
afferting the privileges of the firmaun ;
and at the fame time recommending to
you, to inflit a cenfure or punithment
on Mr. Bolts for the fame. We there-
fore think it neceffary, and our duty to
inform you, gentlemen, that Mr, Van-
fittart, when he caft the whole of that
tranfaction on Mr. Bolts, did it not with
any good reafon, as we were both ac-
quainted with the contents of the let-
ter, and of its being fent ; and we can-
not help thinMing, from the terms of
hisletter, that itwas wrote with no other
defign, than to fhew how blameable we

were in his eyes, and how we ought to
Vour. II. P be
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be treated ; but we hope you gentlemen
will judge otherwife. We are fo' far
from thinking with the Prefident, that
it is criminal to affert the privilege of

_the firmaun, that we think every one
that does not, little deferves the benefit
of it: and that its being afferted in pri-
vate letters, can never weaken the Com-
pany’s government, or prove prejudi-
cial to their true intereft.  The juitnefs
of our gomaftahs complaints, to which
we refer, and which gave occafion to
oug letter to Sheer Allec Cawn, will
-appear by his anfwer; in which he ac-
knowledges, that by the Nabob's orders
our trade fhall be entirely confined to
that of ready money purchafes, contrary
1o the eftablifhed cuftoms throughout the
eountry, and which muft of confequence
pat a flop to all trade, or fetter it ina
manner, unknown before, in the worft
of times in Bengal,

OuRr letter, as tranflated by Mr Gul-
fion, which we now May before the
Board, we hope will appear unexcep-
tionable ; for when it is faid, in cafe
we did not find an end was put to the

oppref-
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oppreflions which we complained of,
that we would make application to the
Nabob, for redrefs for ourfelves and
others; it is not to be imagined,
that we fhould have procured this ap.-
plication to the Nabob, otherwife than
from your Board ; and this was our in-
tention.  Bat Mr. Vanfittart is of a dif- -
ferent opinion, and takes great excep-
tion at its being faid to be done in the
Englith name, and redrefs obtained for
others.  Had he thought proper to have
mentioned it to either of the partners
refiding in Calcutta, he might have
been fatisfied, that there was no bad de-
fign in ufing the word otbers; but that
it was introduced entirely by miftake ;
and we have reafon to think, Mr. Van-
fittart was not unacquainted with the
contents of that letter before he left
Calcutta, as our gomaftah wrote us af-
ter the receipt of the letter, the fouge-
dar would not fend us his anfwer, till it
was approved 6f by the Prefident, for
which purpofe it was fent by the fouge-
dar with one of his own to Calcutta.

And we did not receive the anfwer till
P2 fome
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fome days after Mr. Vanfittart'’s depar-
ture from Calcutta.

Tue unwillingnefs the Prefident had
to believe complaints of this nature, and
. more particularly that they were owing
to the Nabob's orders, induced us to ad-
drefs Sheer Allee Cawn in the manner
we did, to fee whether he would anfwer
us, as he did our gomaftah; and on
this, to have a foundation for applying
to your Honorable Board for redrefs.
- You will pleafe to remark, that Sheer
Allee Cawn reprefents Dadney advanced
for goods, as money let out at intereft ;
which latter bufinefs our gomaftahs
never carried on; and we cannot con-
ceive, that the mifbehavior of a few go-
maftahs in that or any other way, when
proved, joined to the many groundlefs
complaints of the government, fhould
be efteemed fufficient caufe for the Na-
bob to ufurp, or we to give up the
privileges of the Englith Company in
this country ; when, at the fame time,
fo many well grounded caufes of com-
plaint have been given by the fervants

of
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of the Nabob, to thofe who by the Com-
pany’s indulgence have the privilege of
duftucks, and of courfe are exempt from
all duties, and their protefion; that
thefe privileges for feveral months have
been greatly infringed in fome parts,
and entirely taken away in others, by
the country government, is what we,
as well as moft Englifh traders, except
the Prefident, have feverely felt in our
private fortunes.

WE received a letter from our agent
Mr. Robinfon, at Gwalparah, informing -
us of the difficulties he labored under,
from the obftacles thrown in the way of
our trade, and the danger with which
he was threatened by the fougedar of
Rangamettee, which he reprefented as
greatly fomented and encreafed by the
arrival and practices of one Gongaram
Metre, who was come there in Aunguft,
and affumed to himfelf, on the ftrength
of his perwannah from the Governor, the
officerof inquifitor, and fupervifor of
the agents of the Englith, &c. in thofe
parts. The perwannah, extra@s of Mr.

e Robinfon’s
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Robinfon’s letter, Gongaram Metre's
letter to Mr. Tiexeira, and the letter
from the Rangamettee fougedar to
Mr. Robinfon, are fubmitted. to your
confideration, fome of thefe were for-
warded to the Governor, requefting the

neceflary redrefs ; in anfiver, we havere-

ceived through him a perwannah from
the Nabob to the fougedar of Ranga-
mettee, as per fubjoined tranflation, di-
recting him not to obftruct our trade, or
colle&t duties on goods provided for ex-
portation, or that come from Calcutta
~ with a duftuck, but to levy the ufual
duties on other goods, and to fend to him-
felf and the Prefident, an account of the
rates according to which they pay. This,
we humbly conceive, is contrary to the
articles of our treaty with the Nabob,
and reduces us again to thofe privileges
we enjoyed before the time of Meer Jaf-
fier Cawn, and which we imagine was
not the fentiments of the majority of
the Board, at the time the Prefident left
it. By this perwannah, however, we
have not got the lecaft fatisfaction for

the

o
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the infults and loffes we have fuftained,
- by obftru&ing our trade, both inland and
Calcutta; but, on the contrary, it is
left to the fougedars difcretion, who
has been guilty of the violences and
lofles we complained of, to fix the rates
of the duties on the different articles of
inland trade ; on which, to the beft of
our knowledge, the Company’s fervants,
that have traded there, fince the treaty
with Jaffier Allee Cawn, never yet paid
any, and of courfe there could be no
cuftom to follow, which fcheme, fhould
it take place, would reduce us on a foot-
ing with (if not below) the traders of the
country, as is the with of the Governor's
agent in that part, probably in the ima-
gination, that this may be a means of
throwing the whole trade into- their
hands, by the extraordinary intereft Mr.

Vanfittart has with the Nabob.
WaaTEVER opinion the Prefident
may entertain of Mr, Cartier, or Mr.
Chevalier, they have had the happinefs
hitherto to be efteemed by every body
that knows them. The gentleman we
P4 fent
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fent up, Mr. Robinfon, had the permif~
fion and approbation of the Board; we
think, therefore, if fuch grievances as
were alledged againft Englith agents and
gomaftahs, really exifted in thefe parts,
the fubjecting them to the fcrutiny and
fupervifal of black dependents, of what-
ever denomination, without the know-
ledge of the Board, was an indignity of-
fered to it, to us, and to every gentle-
man concerned ; and, however the pro-
pagating fuch notionsin thiscountry may
ferve to firengthen the hands of the go-
vernment, we humbly conceive it can
give but a very odd opinion of the other
members to whom it is jointly entrufted.
In the courfe of the bufinefs we have
carried on, we have met with the great-
eft impediments in almoft all parts, but
in particularin Poorneea, the Rungpoor,
diftricts of Gwalparah and Rangamettee,
from the different fougedars, zemindars,
Mr. Moore, Gongaram Metre, &c. the
accounts of which, as we have received
them from our agents, we now lay be-
fore you, and hope you will procure for
s



Tranfaitions in BENGAYL. 217

us that {atisfaGion and redrefs which we
have hitherto been unable to obtain.”

Copy of a Letter from the Chicf and Coun-
cil of Dacca to the Board. Dated Ja-
nuary 1o, 1763.

¢ E did ourfelves the honor to

write you yefterday, and have
fince been furprized by the receipt of
two papers (which came inclofed for
your perufal) from the Naib, and from

Mahomed Allee of this place, who de-

fired to be informed what degree of re-

gard we intend to pay the orders they
contained ? To which we replied, thatwe

did not care to acquiefce with the terms

of thofe papers, as the Prefident and

Council of Calcutta, on whom alone it-

refted to give a fan&ion to fuch com-
mands, had not thought proper to tran{-
mit us any fuch inftructions. We know
not in what light you will lock on thefe
dire&ions to the Naib of this place, but
hope you will approve the reply we
made, and will pardon us the liberty
of addrefling a few lines on this fub-

' ject.

PRI R TRTEESE. T AR LIRS
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jeét.. 'The immediate eirculation of
thefe articles throughout the country,
will be attended with very bad confe-
quences to the Company's inveftment,
and muft entirely ruin moft of us at
this place, who, on the faith of treaties,
or public indulgencies, have large con-
cerns abroad, which never can be col-
lected in, if thefe privileges, without av
ny previous notice, be {natched from us,
The protection of our gomaitahs and fer-
vants, from the oppreffion and jurifdic-
tion of the.zemindars, and their cucher-
rees, has ever been found to be a liberty
highly effential, both to the honor and
mtereft of our nation ; and-we appre-
hend the utility of it for carrying on eve-
ry kind of bufinefs, but ‘efpecially the
provifion of cloth, is fo well known to
you, gentlemen, that it is needle(s for
us to add more, as you will at once per=
ceive the numberle(s vexations and in-
terruptions we fhall meet with, if the
zemindars have authority, onevery flight
difpute, to fummon and confine our go-
maftahs, whenever they think proper.
' The
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The injunction, with refpe& to duf-
tucks, affe@s every asticle of commerce,
except fuch as are imported on thipping.
Mr. Cartier being enjoined not to give
one for any article that is the produce of
Bengal, and to pay a duty of nine per
cent. to the Nabob, on every merchan-
dize not brought in or fent by fea. This

furely cannot be meant, but the words °

feem too equivocal not to make us with
to have your fenfe of them, on fo im-
portant a point. Aduty once fixed, could
fcarce be a burden; but if added to
this, we are fubje@ed to vexatious ap-
plications to the Nabob’s officers for duf=
tucks, it will be a grievance we fhall in-
deed feel. The dignity and benefit of
our duftucks, are the chief badges of
honor, or at leaft intereft, we enjoy from
our firft firmaun, and has been held in
fuch efteem, as to fecure our effe@s from
thoie depredations, which the natives fuf-
fer in pafling their goods through the
country ; and if thefe new duties on all
the produéts of the country are thought
juit, may not the Nabob be properly fe-

cured
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cured of them, by the Shahbunder’s re-
ceipt for the cuftom being affixed to the
back of every duftuck, previous to its
being figned ? This will furely afcertain,
in the moft ample form, the duties to
the Nabob, and free us from the prin-
cipal grievance we can feel from their
encreafe. The prohibition, with refpect
to tofals, is a reftraint not even put
on the Moguls and natives, the liber-
ty of erecting new ones, fo far from be-
ing injurious to the Nabob, abfolutely
enhances his cuftoms, by clearing lands,
that would have otherwife been uninha-
bited ; and the order to purchafe every
thing for ready money, amounts nearly
to an exclufion from all fuch branches
of trade, as the venders will then im-
pofe on us whatever prices they judge
proper.

Wits refpe& to Aflam, we muft beg
leave to obferve, that the Nabob, or his
fougedar of Rangamettee, can have no
more right to regulate the terms of our
commerce with the natives of that coun-

try, than with thofe of China. All the
powcse
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power he exerts over our gomaftahs is
arbitrary and opprefiive; and neither
juftice nor antient cuftoms can warrant
fuch abufes, or regulate his officers in
the collefting of taxes, tho' the whole
direftion is now referred to his droga of
Rangamettee. No duties have ever yet

been paid on lack, muggadooties, and -

other goods brought from Affam; thofe
goods may furely be efteemed imports
when they are brought into Bengal, and
-may be intitled to our duftucks.

ALr our privileges, all our fortunes,
and future profpects, depend upon the
refult of your deliberation on thefe
points ; and we hope, let what will be
your fentiments, you will be pleafed to
fufpend the execution of them, till our
prefent concerns are collected in, with
our antient indulgencies. No treaty of
commerce in any country has been car-
ried into execution, or freth duties le-
vied, without a previous declaration for
as long a term, as was adequate to the
fettlement of thofe concerns that were to
be influenced by fuch new regulations ;

: and

— e E T . e
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and we flatter ourfelves, that we fhall
not become objeéts of unexampled fe-
verity on this occafion. The trade of
the fervants has ever been thought inti-
tled to your protection; and we ho :
if particular branches are now to be gi-
ven up, we fhall fill be indulged with
the influence of your authority, and pri-
vilege of our duftucks, till we can finith
our prefent engagements.  If you refufc
us this requeft, gentlemen, you undo us
at once ; as the publication of thefe or-
ders from Mongheer, with the flamp
of your authority, will o affeét our na-
tional credit' and influence in the coun-
try, as muit for ever difable us from col-
leing in the large fums we have out-
flanding.

Ir we have obtruded on the Board
more than is deemed fit, or prefumed
in any part of this to advife, where o-
bedience was do, we crave your pardon,
and thall be ready to pay the utmoft re-
{pec to any orders tranfmitted by your
Board.”

Mr.
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Mr. Gulfton’s Tranflation of the Gover-
nor's letter to the Nabob *,
- YUUR gracious perwannah is ar-
rived, and has greatly honored
me. I am informed of all the particu-
lars of your high commands.
It fhall be written to the chiefs of

our fa&tories, that they are to give aduf~

tuck for the buying and felling of {hip
merchandize ; and for merchandize, that
they buy and fell in every diftri® for
traffick in this country, they are to do
according to cuftom of other traders and
merchants, and not to give the Com-
pany’s duftuck. They are to take a
duftuck from the bux-bunder, or
fhah-bunder, paying in upon the coft
of the merchandize nine per cent. in-
cluding wharfs, and other receipts of
cuftom ; nor fhall they ufe any manner
of force or violence, extortion or unfair

dcahng
It is hoped, that your Excellency’s
perwannahs will be iffued out to the fou-
gedars

* To be compared with that entered page 168.

T ————
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gedars and other officers of the govern-
ment, that the Company's duftuck is to
go along with the purchafe and fale of
fhip merchandize ; and they are by
no means to ftop it, or demand the
fmalleft cuftom ; nor fhall they hinder
the purchafe and fale of commodities
for country trade, but they are to give
-duftucks, receiving the duties on coit
of the merchandize, agreeable to your
Excellency’s high command; and the
drogas at the chokeys are only to take
copies of the duftuck, without demand-

ing any thing. bl
HerETOFORE it was written to all
the chiefs of our factories, to forbid
them injuring the country people and
inhabitants of the perganahs, and pro-
tecting the dependents and fervants of
the fircar, and damaging the affairs of
the fircar, Now repeated directions
thall be fent, that they are to refrain
from fuch proceedings ; and further,
confidering the officer of the government
as magiftrate where they are, in cafe
of any trouble or difputes happening,
- they
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they are to appear before that magiftrate
and have them fettled.

LeT your Excellency’s inftrutions
be fent to the fougedars and officers,
that they are to determine difputes of
our fattors with juftice and truth with-
out partiality ; and, if any one com~
plains againt a facor, to fend for him,
and fettle the affair, face to face ; and
if afactor has a complaint againft any
one, to confider it well, and fo deter-
mine it. .

IT has been written to the chiefs of
Iflamabad and Luckypoor, that they
fhall not make falt works, nor hinder
the merchants and farmers of the falt
works, that pay revenues to the govern-
ment, but to buy what they want of
them at a reafonable rate. The two
letters to the chiefs aforefaid, being in-
clofed with this addrefs.

AN order will be fent to the chiefs
and fervants of all our factories, that
they are not to farm or buy lands ; and
whatever they may have bought here-
tofore to refign it. !

Vou. II Q_ LeT




e

2_2;': A Nanna}nﬁ'q}“ the

-~ LeT your Excellency's order be pafied,
that the price of the purchafe be like-
wife returned.

Bur from feveral platms, thcre is
come complaint, that the officers of the
fircar importune for former colleétions,
and beat, bind, and confine the people,
which doings, are far from being juft.

" LeT your ExCellency’s ar&crbcpajﬁ::i
that they return back the price of the
purchafe, and never demandoldaceounts.

Tue chiefs and fervants of the fac-
tories will be directed, that they are not
to hinder the brokers and weavers of th:
gnvcrm‘ncnt

Axp if your Excellency is not pleai'—
ed, that the money and bullion of Eng-
lith gentlemen and their fa&ors fhould
be made into ficcas, in the mints of Azi-
mabad and Ichangirnagurr, and by it
there will be a lofs to the fircar ; let the
drogas of thofe places be ordered, not to
receive the money and bullion of the
Englith to be made into ficcas. But,
upon hearing this, the moncy-changers
will demand a5 exchange juft what they

wanty
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want, and the Company’s bufinefs will
be impeded by this means.

It is hoped, that a perwannah will
be iffued out to the Naibs of Moorfhe-
dabad, Ichangirnagurr and Azimabad,
that the exchange on money of the Eng-
lith Company and gentlemen, fhall be
taken according to the market curren-
cy; and in cafe of cxh:ion. to bring
the money-changers to punithment.:

DirecTions will be fent to the fac-
tor (gomaftah) at Gwalparah, that he is
to tranfact bufinefs of traffic, as was the
cuftom heretofore; and he is not to
trade with the people of the mountains ;
whatever he has to buy or fell in that
place, he is to do by means of the offi-
cer of the government. Let your Ex-

cellency’s orders be fent to the droga,
that he is to deal with the Englith fac-
tors, as with other merchants.”

Q2 Mr,

R R T e T TEE WA T TR e -l"rlﬂ'n'l T e——
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My, Gulfton’s Tranflation of the Nabob's
Perwannab to Mahomed Allee Beg.
« ¥ N the month of Jemady-ath-tha-
A ny, the fourth year ofhis Majefty’s
' reign, agreeing with the 1176th of the
Hegira, Mr. Vanfittart came to vifit me
at Mongheer. Secing that you wrote an
excufe for not Colleting the balances in
the country, becaufe of the difturbances
of the Englith fa&ors; therefore ‘all
country difputes, and the traffic of the
lli_ngliih factors, were' fettled ; an&ihl:
- Governor aforefaid has accordingly given
me ‘written  fecurity, under his own
hand, and a copy thercof, under feal of
the magifirate, is fent inclofed ;- you
are to a&t in conformance to it, not dif-
fering in a fingle point, ecither more or
lefs from it; and further, you are to
ihew the faid copy to the Englifh gentle-
men and their faQors, and tell them,
that they are to tranfaét all bufinefs and
affairs of trade, according to this written
fecurity, and in no wife are to ufe vio- .
lence or extortion; if they a& contrary
thereto,
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thereto, I will not fuffer fuch behavior
in the country, but will turn them out.
And you, our well-beloved, are to a&
agreeable to this written fecurity. If
any one of the factors fhall bring to pafs
any thing, contrary to this written fe-
curity, and caiife a difturbance, you fhall
remove him, and fend me-a review of
the cafe, taken exaétly Without the leaft
difference or difagreement. It is with
much and earneft importunity, that I
procured a written fecurify to this pur-
pole ; and having fent copies thereof to
all my officers, and to you of noble rank ;
if you do not caufe bufinefs to go on a-
greeable to it, in the diftri®ts fubject
to you, I fhall be very much offended
with you, nor will I in future pay any
regard to your complaints ; and take care
to act agreeable to this fingle writing, re-
garding it of as much force, as writing
a thoufand times."”

Q3 Extraft

. ——

R G W w———
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Extrait of a Confultation of the v7th of
January, 1763. (Prefent Mef. Amyatt,
Hay and Watts.) :

€ AS it appears from the confultation

: of the 22d of March, that it was
then refolved to call for the opinion of
the field-officers, in a cafe which the
Board efteem fimilar to this; and as
they think, that the iffue of the prefent
matter muft highly concern the national
honor, and the Company’s bufinefs. =

Acreep, we fend for major Carndc
to the Board, to take his feat, and affift
in our deliberation on the fubftance of
thefe letters. :

Tue major being come to the council-
toom, takes his feat at the Board. Read
again the Dacca letter, dated the 10th
inftant, with the tranflates entered above,
of the two Perfian papers which were
inclofed.

Tue Board having maturely confider-
ed the fame, are unanimoufly of opinion,
that in the letter from the Prefident to
Coffim Allee Cawn, he aflumed a right
to which he was no ways authorized ;

' that
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that the regulations propofed by him, are
difhonorable to us as Englithmen, and
tend to the ruin of all public and private
trade ; that the Prefident’s iffuing out re-
gulations independently of the Council,
is an abfolute breach of their privileges ;
and that, therefore, directions thould be
fent to Dacca, to fufpend paying any re-
gard to the regulations and orders, which
the Nabob has fent to their faftory;
and as the Nabob has declared, in his
letter to the Naib of Dacca, that ke
will turn out thofe Englithmen, or their
gomaftahs, who will not comply with
thefe deftru@ive regulations ; it appears
to the Board of the utmoft importance,
and they are further of opinion, that
the abfent members thould be immedi-
ately called to Calcutta (excepting the
chiefs of Patna and Chittagong, whofe
diftance from the Prefidency, may render
their coming inconvenient 2nd prejudici-
al to the Company’s affairs) that the
whole may be confulted on a matter of
fuch high confequence, and a plan be
eftablithed for the fecurity of .our com-

Q_q. g merce,

B L S S ———
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merce, and for the proper condu&ing of
‘the country correfpondence. :

AGREED, that we write ‘accordingly
in the terms of the abové minute to
Dacca, Coflimbuzar, and Luckypour,
direéting the chiefs to repair immediate-
ly to Calcutta; Lutas the diftance from
. ‘Burdwan is {o very fmall, and Mr. John-
ftone’s prefence muft be effentially necef-
{ary there, at this feafon of the heavy
colleétions. _ _ i
. Acreep, that gur letter to him be

only to hold himfelf in readinefs to re-
pair to Calcutta, on receipt of our fur-
ther orders. 3

Tur major withdraws.

Messievrs Johnflone and Hay fend
in a letter to the Board, regarding the
Perfian letter, which they wrote to Sheer
Allee Cawn, the fougedar of Poorneea,
alfo copies and extrads of fundry. let-
ters and papers relative  thereto.

Tue fame being now read, the Board
are of opinion, that they fufficiently ac-
count for, and vindicate thefe gentlemen
in that tranfaion.”

THouck
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- THouGH it was with relu@ance that
I could bring myfelf to fit as a member
of the fame Board, with perfons who
had treated me fo injurioufly ; yet, as I
{till had hopes that it might be in my
power to prevent the execution of the
defigns, which were laid for breaking
with the Nabob ; though I had no other
arms than the re@itude of my intenti-
ons, and the propriety of the meafures
which T'had taken, to oppofe to thefe
violences ; I refolved to anfwer with
temper and coolnefs all their objeGions ;
and to thew the illegality of their pro-
ceedings, that if I could not bring them
to reafon, I might yet obviate any pre-
tence, which they might form to bring
on the rupture, which fome of the
leaders * were certainly now mcdimting 3
although, I believe, many of the mem-
bers of the Council were not aware that
things would be carried fo far,

My anfwer to, and remarks upon,
the beforementioned proceedings, were

. deliver-

* 1 have often declared, both' before this time
and fince, that major Carnac and Mr. Ellis were
the perfons I here mean,

b
_L
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delivered into Council the 1ft of F cbm-
ary, as follows.

The Gavernor's Minute in Confultation,
February 1, 1763.

L I HAVE read, with great furprize, :
the minute of your confultation of
the 17th ultimo, upon Mefl. Johnftone
and Hay’s letter of the 14th’; and upon
the Dacea letter of the 1oth, accompa-
nied with my anfwer to the Nabob, up-
on the fubje@ of the propofed regula~
tions for the private inland trade. I will
endeavor to point out the wrong you
have done me ; and the injuftice, as well
as indecency of therefle@tionswith which
Mefl. Johnflone’s and Hay’s faid letter
is filled ; and which I wonder fhould
cicape your cenfure, much more that
they fhould gain your approbation.
Tue Honorable the Court of Di-
reCtors, as well as their fervants here,
have always underftood a diftin&ion be-
tween the trade in articles imported,
and to be exported by fhipping, and the
private inland trade, that is, the trade
: from
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from place to place in the country, in

commodities produced and confumed in

the country; of which falt, beetle-nut,
and tobacco, are the chief articles. For
the former trade, the Company’s duf-
tuck has always been granted; but the
latter, has been carried on with the duf-
tuck of the country: government, and
their duties paid ; but thofe duties being
different in different places, and even
varied at the fame place, according to
the difpofition and authority of the Na-
bob's collector, and the degree of force
with which the Englith gomaftah could
back his refufal, a fixed regulation was
thought neceffary, to prevent the num-
berlefs difputes occafioned by this com-
merce in different parts of the province.
QOur Honorable Mafters have exprefly
ordered, in more than one of their let-
ters, that the trade in fait and beetle-
nut fhall not be carried on to the preju-
dice of the revenues of the country go-
vernment.  And yourfelves, gentlemen,
in your letter of the 1 sth of November,
tranimitted me a lift of the fhahbunder

duties
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duties, ufually paid by the gentlemen at
Luckypoor, upon falt and tobacco, in
order to affift me in finally fettling thofe
matters with the Nabob upen a folid
plan. Can that plan be folid where no-
thing is fixed? And where the Englith
gomaftahs fhall be under no controul,
but regarding thcmfelves far above the
! magiftrates of the country where they
refide, take upon them to decide not
only their own difputes with the mer-
chants and inhabitants, but thofe alfo of
one merchant and inhabitant with ano-
ther? Or is it pofiible, the government
can colle&t their due revenues in fuch
circumftances ?

Tre plan for carrying on the private
inland trade, contained in my letter to
the Nabob, is the fame in fubftance, as
- the articles which, in my joint letter with
Mr. Haftings of the 15th of December,
we mention to have propofed to the
Nabob. It is fuch a plan, as feemed to
me to be moft conformable to the Com-
pany’s intentions in refpe to that trade,
moft confiftent with the rights and true

interefts
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interefts of their fervants here, and with
common reafon and equity. And I call
on you gentlemen, in the firft place, to
prove, that I bave affumed a right, to
which I was no ways autherized; that
the regulations propofed are difbonorable
20 you as Englifbmen, and tend to the ruin
of all publick and private trade ; which
are the terms in which you have been
pleafed to exprefs your opinion : and in
the fecond place, to form a plan your-
felves, which fhall be more conforma-
ble to the good purpofes beforemention-
ed; and -with regard to which, ¥ am
perfuaded our honorable mafters will not
- give the fan@ion of their approbation to
this new trade.

For m fuch a plan, gentlemen, and I
will fubfcribe to it with pleafure, and
engage the Nabob fhall do the fame.

For my own part, 1 think that the
honor and dignity of our nation would
be better maintained, by a ferupulous
and careful refiraint of the duftuck, than
by extending it beyond'its ufual bounds;
and by putting ourgomaftahs under fome

: checks,
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checks, than by fuffering them to exer-
cife an authority in the country, every
one according to the means put into his
hands, and’ thereby bringing an odium
upon the name of the Englith, by re-
peated violences done to the inhabitants.
THEe Dacca gentlemen, in their let-
ter of the 1oth, reprefent, that they
fhall fuffer greatly if fuch regulations
take place, It is not as to the duty
they complain, but the being obliged
to apply to the Nabob's officers for duf-
tucks, and having their gomaftahs or
- fervants fubjecteéd to- the jurifdiction of
~ the zemindars, and their cucherrees.
The gentlemen at Calcutta have never
found any difficulty in getting the Hoog-
ly duftuck for their falt to go up the
country; nor have we ever thought it
cither inconvenient or dithonorable, to
apply for it to the officers of the govern-
ment. This is the only article we deal
in here, that falls under the defcription
of the inland trade. The Dacca gen-_
tlemen either do not or will not under-

ftand that defeription; whenthey fay, t4e
chief
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ehief is enjorned (by the Governor's let-
ter to the Nabob) not to give a duf-
Tuck for any article that is the pro-
duce of Bengal, and to pay a duty of
nine per cent. to the Nabobh on every
- merchandize not brought in or ﬁnr by
Jfea, ‘The diftin@ion mentioned in my
letter to the Nabob is, that all goods,
imported or for exportation by fhipping,
fhall go as ufual with the Company’s
duftuck, and be fubje to no kind of
demands ; and all goods, the produce
of this country, for inland trade, thall
pay duties to the country government,
and go with their duftuck. Now the
principal articles of this inland trade are,
as I have mentioned in all my letters to
the Board, falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco,
produced and bought in one part of this
country, and fent to other parts of the
fame country for fale and confumption ;
articles which, before the troubles, we
were forbid to trade in ; but which our
influence fince has enabled us to deal in,
although with many objections from the
country government, and frequent com-
plaints ir:}m the country merchants, who
ufed
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ufed to live by that trade. However,
it has never been regarded as a part of
our firmaun privilege, and we have been
contented to carry it on with the duftuck
of the country government, and paying
their duties. The prefent regulation is
intended only to give us a confirmed
right to a benefit heretofore always dif-
puted, and upon terms, which feem to
me very reafonable,

Now as to the gomaltahs, it is pro-
pofed in my letter to the Nabob, that
orders fhall be given to forbid them in-
juring the country people: and inhabi-
‘tants, or prote@ting the dependents and
fervants of the fircar, that in cafe of their
having a difpute with, or complaint a-
gainit any merchant or inhabitant of
the country, they fhall lay fuch difpute
or complaint before the officer of the
government, to be determined in the
proper courfe of the jurifdicion of the
country; and, in like manner, if any
one fhould havea difpute with, or com-
plaint againft the gomaftah, the gomai-
tah fhall appear befare the officer of the
government, to have it fettled. In both

cafes
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cafes if the gomaftah thinks himfelf ag-
grieved by the decifion, he may appeal
to his employer, and he to the Governor.
at Calcutta.

NoTHiNG here is meant to affe&, nor
can affeét our rights over the weavers,
who receive advances for the Company’s
cloths, and who have nothing to do
with rents or employments, under the
country government, are not underftood
to be their dependents or fervants, and
therefore may and ought to be > protected
againft any unfuft demands of the go-
vernment’s officers, at the d:fcrcnnn of
the chief of the fatory to which they
belong. But it is not to thefe gomaftahs
fo many aéts of oppreflion are charged,
their bufinefs is plain and fimple, they
have only to make the ufual advances to
the weavers, and fee that they perform
their contralls ; and being immediately
under the eye of oneor other of the fac-
tories, theycannotbeguilty of greatextra-
vagancies. The complaints come fromthe
_ diftant cornersof the province, asRunge-
pc{lr, Poorneea, Dinagepoor, Rangamet-

Vor. IL R tee,
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tee,Gwalparah, Silhet, Backargunge, &c.
where, if thofe complaints are true, the
Englith gomaftahs being under no con- -
troul of their mafters, defpife and ill
treat the officers of the government, fet
themfelves up for judges and magiftrates,
hear difputes between the inhabitants,
and extort fines, force the merchants to
buy their goods, at more than the market
price, and to fell what they require as
much below it. The complaints I have
received of this fort are innumerable. I
havedone myutmoft to find out thetruth,
and get redrefs and put an end to them,
by forwarding copies to the chief of the
faGory, neareft the place where the caufe
of complaint has arifen, and defiring him
to enquire into it ; but for the moft part
I have had no other fatisfaction than the
gomaftahs flat denial of the fa&. The
places being very diftant, a proper exa-
mination of witnefles is almoft impofii-
ble, either before this Board, or any of
the fubordinates; how then are fuch
difputes to be fettled, or the truth difco-
vered ? I am far from faying, that the

method
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method I have propofed is free from
objection, becaufe I am very fenfible,
many of the officers of the government
will not execute their authority impar-
tially, and many will gladly take every
opportunity of obftrufting our gomaf-
tahs, and particularly in this new com=
merce; bat I cannot think of a better
plan, and it is certainly morc agreeable
to reafon, and the praétice of all na-
tions, that the jurifdiction (hould be in
the hands of the proper officers of the
government, than our agents and go-
maftahs, who are permitted to refide
there only as trading factors, and where,
neither the law of our country, nor the *
powers intrufted to us by the Company,
give us any judicial authority.

I wisn, gentlemen, you may form a
better plan, fince you do not approve
of mine; butif it fhould appear, that
this trade cannot be carried on without
invefting our gomaftahs with an armed
forcc, and authority to exercife that -
force over the inhabitants, at their dif~
cretion, I think it fhould be forbid;

R 2 and
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and we content ourfelves with carrying
our trade, as far as the Company carry
theirs ; and fo far we fhall be fure of
the protection of their force, under the
dire&ion of one or other of the fatto-
ries, who will be anfwerable to the
Board for the ufe they make of it, which
the gomaftahs are not; and therefore
fuch an authority fhould not be trufted
in their hands.

Messieurs Johnftone and Hay com-
plain, that T fent a perfon to enquire
into the truth of the complaints, againft
the Englith gomaftahs in the country,
~ and they dignify a poor Banyan, with
" “the title of inquifitor. My letter to
thofe gentlemen from Mongheer, will
fhew the only authority with which that
perfon was invefted, and as they have
not laid before you a copy of that * letter

I have

* Copy of My, Vanfittart's Letter ts Mef. Johnftone,
Hay and Bolts, Dated Mangheer, December
15, 1762.

GENTLEMEN,
1 have reccived your favor of the 3d inftant, with
an extract of Mr. Robinfon’s Lettér; a copy of ong

Writiem
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I have fubjoined it hereunto under No. I.
as it is at leaft as material as fome of
thofe pieces they refer to. As foon as
« this inquifitor returns, his report fhall
R 3 be

written to him by the Rangamettee fougedar, and
of an order of mine to Gongaram Metre.

I have always paid cuftoms upon my private in-
land trade ; that is, the trade from place to place
in the country, in commodities produced in the
country, as falt, &c. and I have underftood it to
be generally admitted, that we ought to pay cuf-
toms, like other merchants, upon fuch private trade,
and thatall have done it, who had a fhare in it,
which you know are but few, and that but lately,
If the fougedar of Rangamettee demanded only fuch
cuftomary duties (and his letter implies nothing
more) he is certainly not to blame, as he had orders
from the Nabob fo to do, andit is what I think the
Nabob has a right to infift on ; but it is abfolutely
neceffary thofe duties thould be fixed, and publicly
known to every body, and that they fhould be col-
le&ted at once, at the place of purchafe; which
are points 1 am endeavoring to get fettled ; and I
fhall be obliged to you, if you will write to Mr.
Robinfon for a lift of the duties demanded by the
fougedar.

Very certain it is, that many Englifh agents and
gomaftahs, and particularly thofe belonging to the
Dagca gentlemen, have pradtifed 2 methed of car-,

rying
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be laid before you ; and as every ftep I
can take for the redrefs of the inhabi-
tants of the country, is complained of as
an encroachment upon the privileges of%
- : the

rying on bufinefs, called in this country Barja and
Kichavut ; that is, forcing the merchants and fhop-
kecpers to take their goods at thirty, forty or fif-
ty per cent. above the market price. The complaints
I had of this, and other oppreflions pratifed by
Mr. Chevalier, and the gomaftahs employed under
his direction, were without number ; when I defir-
ed of Mr. Cartier to redrefs thofe gricvances, I was
fure to receive from bim in anfwer a [etter ffom

‘M. Chevalier; denying all the fadls, and fo the

enquiry flopped, but the complaints were renewed
with frefh inflances ; I therefore fent two aumils,
about fix or feven months ago, to enquire on the
fpot, whether fuch pradtices and vexations exifted
or not; if they did, to warn thele concerned in
them from me, that they fhould be punifhed, if
they did not defift ; and if that warning proved in-
effectual, as I fufpected it would, to return to me,
with an account of what they faw and heard. This
their commiffion is plainly expreffed, both in Perfian
snd Englifh, in the infiructions which Gongaram
Metre produced to Mr, Robinfon 3 and thercfore I
am furprized, how tha: gentleman can apprehend,
that his coming can obftru@ his juft dealings.. If
Mr. Robinfon praftices the unjuft methods before-

mentioned,
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the Englith, and alfo proves ineffectual ;
I fhall, for the future, layall fuch peti-
tions from the inhabitants before the
Board, hoping, that by your refolutions,
fome effe¢tual method will be provided
for reftraining the excefles of the go-

R 4 maftahs.

mentioned, I wifh I could by this, or any other
means, obfiruét him ; but this, from the good cha-
raéter 1 have always heard of him, I cannot fuf-
pect. I will not fay that Gongaram Metre, or the
other, whofe name is Ram Govend, have not ex-

ed their commiffion ; it is likely enough they
nmty, as the people of this country are very apt to
do ; but if they have, Mr. Robinfon fhould have
mentioned the inflances, T have, however, order-
ed them both to return, as they have had time e-
nough to inform themfelves, whether the com-
plaints I received from the zemindars, &c. were
well grounded or not.

I fend you inclofed, an order from the Nabob to
the Rangamettee fougedar, enjoining him on noac-
count, to obftruét the trade of any Englifh gomafl-
tah, to demand no more than the ufual cuftoms, and
that only upon the inland. trade from place to place
in the country; but for the trade to and from
Calcutta, and all foreign parts, on no account to
require any duties from thofe who have the Com-
pany’s duftuck.

I am, &e.
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maftahs. The moft material of thofe
that have lately been prefented to me,
‘are hereunto annexed from No. II. to
No. XI. and I think the putting a ftop
to any abufes that may bé practifed under
thc-authurit}r of the Englith flag, is an
attention fo worthy of this government,
that one or more members of the Board,
or fome of the fenior fervants, fhould
be fent to inform themfelves upon the
fpot, how far the complaints are true,
and make their report to the Board.

MEessiEurs Johnftone and Hay #f-
fert, that the Nabob's ordering the Ran-
gamettee fougedar, to receive the ufual
duties on goods for inland trade, is con-
trary to the articles of our treaty with
the Nabob, and reduces us again to
thofe privileges we enjoyed before the
time of Meer Jaffier.

I nave referred more than once to
the treaty with the Nabob Jafhier Allce
Cawn, and do not find that it ts us
any new privileges of trade ; and Colonel
Clive, who certainly underftood that
treaty as well as any one, never would

grant
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grant a duftuck for falt, or any other ar--
ticle of trade, which had not ufually
been granted by former governors.
Messieurs Johnftone and Hay in-
finuate thrnugﬁuu’t their letter, in terms
not to be mifunderftood, that my reafon
for withing to reftrain other gentlemens
gomaitahs is, that my own may have
the more power, and procure for me the
greater profit.  Although Iam fatisfied,
that fuch infinuations would obtain lit-
tle credit, yet it may not be improper
to produce fome inftances, that I fuffer
equally with others, when any obftruc-
tions do happen in our trade; and that
I am the firft to pradtice upon my own
concerns, the reftraint which I think
thould be laid upon our gomaftahs in
general:  For the firft I appeal to Mr.
Amyatt, whether a number of boats of
falt, belonging to me, were not ftopped
at Cutwa by the colleétor of that gaut,
at the fame time with others, and de-
tainedas long ? And for the laft, I refer
you to my orders of the 17th of De-
cember, and 1oth of January, to Mr.
Moore,

-
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Moore, my agent at Rungepoor; and
Mr. Baillie at Rangamettee ; of which,
copies. are hereunto annexed, No. 12
and 13. :

“As you have been pleafed to give it as
your opinion, that Mefl. Johnftone,
Hay and Bolts did properly, in writing
a letter to Sheer Allee, the fougedar of
Poorneea, in their own name, inftead
of applying to the Prefident ; of courfe,
every other merchant will take the fame
authority. 1 am by no means forry to
be relieved from the trouble of fuch ap-
 plications; yet I think it my duty to
give it as my opinion, that this entire
levelling and equality will not be for
the good of the Company’s affairs, nor
the benefit of the fociety, and therefore
to declare my difapprobation.

Oxe reafon Mefl. Johnftone and Hay
give for writing this letter deferves to
be taken notice of, an unwillingnefs in
the Prefident to believe complaints of this
nature. I requeft the Board will call on
them, to produce any one inftance,
where I have either refufed or delayed

to
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to give them, or any other merchant,
cevery affiftance they have afked of me
in the carrying on their private bufinefs,
and obtaining redrefs fortheir grievances.
In thort, gentlemen, their letter through-
out is {o injurious to me as a gentleman,
to fay nothing of my ftation, that I fhould
apply to you for juftice againft them, did
I not perceive, that inftead of fhewing
your difpleafure at fuch behavior, you
have thought proper to give it the fanc-
tion of your approbation. I refer there-
fore tothe Honorable the Court of Direc-
tors, who I am perfuaded will do me
more juftice.

I saarc be glad to fe:thenum—
ber of members at the Board increafed,
and wifh it could always be kept fo:
but if I had propofed to fend for parti-
cular members from the fubordinates, to
give their opinion on a particular fub-
je&, I fhould furely have been accufed
of an intention to make a majority to
carry a particular point; and it is a pre-
cedent, which may at fome time be ap-

plied
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plied to that purpofe, and therefore ¥
think a bad one.

As to the major, heisto be a mem-
ber of the Board, according to our Ho-
norable Mafters direCtions, when mili-
2ary affairs only are under debate. How
the regulation of a method for carrying
on our trade in falt, beetle-nut, and to-
bacco, can be brought under that title,
I cannot conceive ; nor how he can be
fuppofed to be a judge of fuch a fub-
Jject; yet, if you conceive his advice can
be of ufe, I am far from objedting to
his being prefent.  The matter in quef-
tion is not with me a point of conteft
or party ; I with only to fee fuch rales
laid down, that the Nabob and we may

 know our proper limits, and prevent our
fervants from tranfgreffing them, which
will require time and patience, and
much care and attention. The beft
laws will fometimes be tranfgrefled ; but
the inconveniences which arife from fuch
tranfgreflions, ought not to be objected
againit the laws themfelves, but againft
- the tranfgreflors, who can only be re-
ftrained
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ftrained by the conftant care of the go-

vernment.”

I was much difpleafed with the Na-
bob, for his’ eagernefs in making ufe of
my letter as a final agreement ; and for
the ill judged power, which he had fo
fuddenly put into the hands of his offi-
cers before my arrival in Calcutta, or
any correfpondent orders could be fent
on our part. However, in my letters
to him, I endcavored to remove the a-
larm given him by the extraordinary ap-
pearances in Calcutta; and to perfuade
him to avoid furnithing, by any aét of
retaliation or refentment, an occafion for
open hoftilities againft him. Unhappily
the jealoufies had arifen to {o great a
height, that thefe palliatives had no
longer their effeét ; and from this period,
* I had not only to contend with the vio-
" lence of the gentlemen, who had now
the rule of our affairs, but the confirm-
ed diftruft and rage of the Nabob. Ac-
cordingly I fhall have little to do in the
fequel of this Narrative, but to thew by

extracts
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extracts from the confultations, the fteps
by which the breach was gradually wi-
dened, and a daily encreafe of authority
thrown into the hands of the fubordi-
nate factories ; until, at length, Mr. El-
lis thought himfelf fufficiently empow-
ered to begin the war, with the attack
of the city of Patna.

Tuz views of the violent party in
Calcutta, were but too well feconded
by many of the Nabob’s officers, who
were for paffing at once from one ex-
treme to the other.  Having been long
under the yoke of our gomaftahs, they
no fooner had a profpe@ of being freed

from it, than they in their turn would
rule defpotically, and ufe their authority
to unlawful purpofes. This gave our
fubordinate factories daily opportunity
of making frefh complaints to the Board
of the interruption of their bufinefs 3
which was always done with fuch ex-
aggerations, as feryed to inercafe the
flame. It was pretended our weavers
could not be proteéted, becaufe I had
forbid the proteiting dependents of the

v country
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country government. The dependents -

of the country government are plainly
thofe who hold offices, trufts, or rents
under the government ; and there is an
eftablithed diftinction between them,
and the weavers, who are regarded as
dependents of the merchants who em-
ploy them; aad this is a diftin&ion
well known to all, but thofe who thro’
paffion. would not know it. 1 defired
this might be explained to the fubordi-
nate faftories; and as the Board had re-
folved that they would not confirm the

regulations I had propofed, Ikeptinmy
hands the Nabob's orders for their efta-"

blithment, and did not forward them to
the officers of the government ; and di-
reftions were fent to the fubordinate fac~

tories, to carry on their private trade as

before, until the general Council thould
have aflembled, and fixed upon fuch
rules, as to them fhould feem moit pro-
per. I wrote at the fame time to the
Nabob, that other regulations would
foon be made by the Council; and de-
fired he would fend orders to his offi-

cers,
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cers, to reftrain them from exercifing
any aéts of violence or injuftice towards
the Englith agents and gomaftahs. The
following is a copy of the order fent to
the fatories the 11t of February, in con-
fequence of thefe refolutions.

Copy of a Letter fromthe Governor and
Council to the Chief and Council at
Dacca. Dated February 1, 1763.

“ IN our letter of the 17th, we di-
re€ted you to fufpend paying any
regard to the orders, which the Nabob

had fent to your faétory. :
WE are now to acquaint you, that
neither the Nabob, nor the Prefident,
ever underftood any delolls or weavers,
employed by the Company, or the Eng-
lith gomaftahs, to be the dependents of
the fircar. You are, therefore, t&sfford
them_ the fume proteétion, and maintain
the fame authority over them, as you
have done formerly ; and you will con-
tinue to carry on your bufinefs as be=
fore, until you receive regulations from
the Board, taking always the greateft
care
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care to prevent your agents from injur-
ing or opprefling the country people.’’#

TunEese orders being given, we wait-
ed for the arrival of the members of
the Board, who had been fent for from
the fubordinate fatories ; and nothing
remarkable occurs till they affembled
(the r1s5th) except a minute, delivered
in by Mr. Amyatt the 3d, intended to
prove, in contradiction to my arguments
of the 1ft, that I had aéted without au-
thority from the Board. How far this .
purpofe was anfwered, I leave others h
judge from the minute itfelf, which {olS
lows. e

.,H_-

“IN confequence of my having prt:ﬁ—
ded at the Board, during the abfence of
Mr. Vanfittart, I fhall now take the li-
berty to reply in part to the minute,
which he laid before the Council on the
11t inftant.

* The fame letter was wrote to. Luckypoor.

Yor. II. S FirsT,
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FirsT, as to the fubje&t of the let-
ter to the Nabob, in refped to the
tranfations therein contained, I fhall
leave it to be debated and determined,
at the full Board, when the reft of the
members arrive ; and when I make not
the leaft doubt, having reccived the affif-
tance of their deliberations, but we
thall be able to form a fet of regulations
equally equitable with the Prefident’s,
and every way as conducive to the in-
terefts of the country government, and
our own ; and I truft, of a much great-
gr tendency to prevent future jealoufies
and animofities between us, of which
the claufe for fubjecting us fo thorough-
ly to their judicature, muft have prov-
ed an inexhauftible fource.

Wauar I have therefore chiefly to
point out is, that the Prefident, in this
tranfaltion, has ated without a proper
authority. It was but laft council-day,
gentlemen, that all the proceedings in
this affair were read at our Board ; and
, although I gave the greateft attention to
the perufal, T could no where diftinguith,

that
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that we vefted the Prefident with the
powers he pretends; nay, I obferve,
that he himfelf can only pick out one
phrafe to anfwer his purpofe, from per-
verting even the literal fenfe of which,
and entirely the well-known meaning of
the Board; he draws a fanétion of ours.
for what he has done.

RicuT forry am I to find, that re-
courfe is had to playing upon words ;
becaufe I think it is a cuftom which
ought to be utterly excluded in matters
fo ferious as generally prove the bufinefs
of this Board; and orders from them,
which are not explicit, thould rather be
fcrupuloufly followed, than taken in a
vague and unlimited fenfe. It is need-
lefs to enlarge much more on the fub-
je&t.  Our refolutions, on receipt of the
articles from the Prefident and My,
Haftings, which we then underftood to
be only propofed, plainly demonftrate,
that we never gave or intended to give
them power to conclude thefe or any
other; of courfe the Prefident’s doing it
was an authority aflumed. But if he

S 2 could
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could fo well underftand, or I fhould ra-
ther fay mifunderftand, the meaning of
the Board in the above particular, and
act in confequence ; how happens it, I
fhould be glad to know, that their di-
rections, and earneflt recommendations

*or procuring reftitution for the late lofles
of any individuals,were not paid an equal
regard to?

NexT, with refpe& to the letter de-
livered in by Mef. Johnftone and Hay,
which T always held as a mere feconda-
ry matter, but which I find the Prefi-
dent has expatiated upon very largely ;
I muft, in the name of the Board, deny,
that it met from them the approbation
which he alledges, their minute, of which
Ithink thefenfe cannot well be perverted,
ferving no further than to exprefs their
opinion, that the apology of thofe gen-
tlemen was, for the tranfation in quef-
tion, to them fatisfactory.  Although I

- cannot implicitly agree with the Prefi-
dent, that the faid letter is filled with
unjuft and indecent refleétions; yet I
concur entirely, that our Honorable

Matfters
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Mafters fhould become the judges of
this, as of all our other proceedings.

- I remain fhill of opinion, that the
major ought to be prefent at the Board ;
for as I efteem found reafon and know-
ledge of the policy of the country to be
greater requifites for executing the bufi®
nefs in hand, than an acquaintance in
the articles of the trade itfelf, I think his
opinion and advice may be of equal
weight and utility with any other mem-
ber of the Board. Thefe added to what
ftands minuted on the confultations of
the 17th, are my reafons for defiring the
major’s prefence; for I affure you, gen-
tlemen, I wifh not more than the Pre-
fident, that the matter in queftion fhould
become a point of conteft or party.”

My anfwer to this minute was given
in the 15th of February, when all the
members of the Board met, and of
courfe it will appear in the fequel.

Tue general Council, which affembled
the 15th of February, confifted of the

following members.  The Prefident,
' S 3 Mr.

+
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Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Batfon (chief of Cof~
fimbuzar) Mr. Billers (chief of Lucky-
poor) Mr. Cartier (chief of Dacca) Mr.,
Haftings, Mr. Johnftone (chief of Burd-
wan) Mr. Hay, Mr. Marriott, and Mr.
Watts. Their bufines, or at leaft the
firlt bufinefs, was to fettle a plan for
carrying on their private trade: it muft
therefore appear ftrange, that the Coun-
cil fhould be opened by a motion from
Mr. Amyatt, that major Carnac thould
be fummoned to fit as a member of this
Council. It has been already mention-
ed, that the major was, by the Com-
pany’s appointment to be a member of
the Board, when military affairs only
were under debate; and I think that
neither would Mr. Amyatt, and the
reft of the Council, have impofed upon
him a trouble fo foreign to his ftation,
neither would he have confented 1o in-
terfere, if they had not fome particular
point to carry. I diffented as before
from this motion, and o did Mr. Haf-
tings, and Mr. Watts. - The reft of the
gentlemen refolved, that he thould be

called,
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called, and he was fummoned accord-
ingly. As it was thus determined, that
major Carnac fhould fit as a member of
the Board, I thought that the command-
ing officer major Adams, fhould fit al-
fo, as it was cuftomary upon all ocea-
cafions to fummon both, when it. wa$
neceffary to-fummon either.

AccorpINGLY the two field officers
took their feat at the Council, which
then confifted of twelve ; and Mr. A-
myatt began, by laying before theimn the
occafion of their meeting in the follow-
ing minute.

% As the full Board are now affem- _
bled, I think it is in fome meafure in-
cumbent on me, to inform the mem-
berslately arrived, with theoccafion of our
having fummeoned them to. the Prefi-
dency.

Y ou may remember, gentlemen, that
about fix months ago, our trade in e-
very part of the country met with great
interruptions ; and which from that time
continued fo much increafing, that in

S 4 the
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the month of O&ober a conference with
the Nabob was deemed ablh[utel}r ne-
ceffary, to enquire into the caufe, and
remove them. The Prefident accor-
dingly, being about to Pay a vifit to the
Nabob at Mongheer, undertook to fet-
tle this amongft other bufinefs. Toaf-
fitt him in fo doing, we furnithed him
with copies of all the complaints which
had been made ; and continued to tran{-
mit him copies of all others which came
before the Board ; with carneft recom-
mendations to obtain fatisfaction for the
lofies which thofe delays had occafion-
ed, and endeavor to adjuft matters, fo a5
t0 prevent any fuch from happening in
future,

From thefe inftructions, and the
good difpofition the Prefident feemed to
be in, we naturaily hoped for the beft
of confequences, an uninterrupted free-
dom to our juft trade, and an entire re-
moval of the groundlefs Jedloufies and
diftrufts, which fill fubfifted in a high
degree on the part of the country go-
vemment, and gave us juft grounds to

apprehend,
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apprehend, thatthe Nabob wanted tobreak
with us..  Had our expe&tations been an-
fwered, a general harmony muft have
reigned at our Board, and which I do
affure you, gentlemen, I have long wifh-
ed to fee.

I'r was therefore with much furprize,
that the members of the Board, the be-
E‘mn’ing of laft month, received advice
from Dacca, of the Nabob's having fent
a fet of regulations to that factory for
the government of their trade, and en-
joined them to the firi¢teft obedience,
with the fevereft threats. Part of thele
regulations we had before received in a
joint letter from the Prefident and Mr.
Haftings at Mongheer, but conceived
them, as they exprefied it, to be only a
plan propofed. We wrote an anfwer ac-
cordingly, dated December 27, to which
I refer you. The above letter from Dac-
ca, however, having convinced us, that
the Prefident, either from mifunder-
ftanding the orders of the Board, or too
far extending their meaning, had, on the
part of our government, granted his

- fan&ion
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fan&ion and ratification not onlyto thefe,
but feveral other important articles, en-
tirely without the advice of his council.
* We thought it neceffary to fummon
your prefence to the Board, to confi-
der of this matter, as well refpedting the
regularity of the tranfaltion, asthe pur-
port of theregulations themfelves,which,
in our opinion, are far from hav-
ing a tendency towards anfwering the
good purpofe neceffary or withed for.

I TuereroRrE fubmit to your confi-
deration the feveral papers relative to
this bufinefs, moft of which you will be
directed to in our confultation of the 11t
inftant ; and I earneftly defire your affif-
tance for bringing to a fpeedy determi-
nation, a point fo eflentially neceflary
to the freedom of our Honorable Maf-
ters bufinefs, and all private trade.

Trere alfo lays a complaint from
the gentlemen at Patna, of the Nabob's
having fhut up the Burbunna gate, and
cut off the immediate communicition -
between the city and the fadtory; and
in which point it feems the Prefident

then
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then on the fpot alfo concurred, con- !
trary to the fenfe of the Board laft year,
and which, for the honor of the faco-
ry, and the influence fuch a conceffion
muft have on the minds of every man in
the country to our prejudice, ought to
have met his ftrenuous oppofition. This
is a circumftance which muft come be-
fore us in the courfe of our deliberations;
and I only mention it here with a view to
diret you to a perufal of the Patna let-
ter, becaufe it doth not appear on the
above-mentioned confultations of the 11t
inftant.

Tae confideration of this affair will
naturally lead us to compare the fenfe,
ipirit and tendency of the treaty now
in queftion, with thofe made with Sera-
jah Dowla, and confirmed by Mecer Jaf-
fier Cawn, &c. wherein the unqueftion-
ed authority and validity of the duftuck
is fo exprefilly eftablifhed, unclogged
with any diftinétions as to the goods for
which it may be granted. |

I nave further to obferve to you,
gentlemen, a circumitance on fuch an

occafion
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occafion not unworthy of your attention,
The funnuds, by which we hold our
late acquifitions, are only tuncaws, or
an affignment of thefe provinces, to-
wards the defraying the expences of a
certain body of troops, to be kept up
for the affiftance of the Nabob. In the
prefent temper of the Nabob, this, fo
weak a title, can hardly fail of proving
a freth fource of difpute. He already
fhews a total difinclination for the ufe of
our troops; and may, whenever he thinks
himfelf in a condition to call our right in
queftion, tell us, that he has no longer
occafion for them, and therefore will with-
draw that revenue. To prevent fuch
pleas on the part of the fubah, and to ef-
tablifh our right to thefe lands, as to jag-
heers, by the fulleft and moft authen-
tic funnuds, and fuch that hereafter may
be ever indifputable, fthould other Euro-
pean nations come to take part in the af-
fairs of Bengal, feems a point extreme-
ly requifite to be now confidered. The
Company, for want of this matter be-
ing clearly explained, moft probably

fuppofe,
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fuppofe, that the prefent funnuds are of
the moft extenfive and indifputable kind ;
whereas in fa& our force, more than ti-
tle *, can fupport us in the pofleflion of
them. :

I nave the utmoft confidence, gen-
tlemen, that the refult of your delibe-
rations will be fuch, as to convince our
Honorable Mafters, that you are inca-
pable of being influenced by the fpirit
of party, or any mercenary motives ;
and that your only views are the prefer-
vation of their honor and intereft, and
the maintenance of their juft rights and

privﬂcgcs."
WHoEVER

* The nature of the grants by which the Com-
pany poffels thofe lands, is of very little moment.
It is by the treaty with the Nabob they are ceded,
and as long as that treaty of friendfhip and alliance
fubfifts, he cannot difpute their right. If a breach
of that friendfhip happens, and a war breaks out,
he will difpoflels us, if he is able, and that he
would, if we had the king’s firmaun. Therefore
the form of the grant is of no confequence, and
this will hereafter be found to be the opinion of all
the Council, when they entered into a new treaty
with Meer Jaffier ; at which time, none of them
thought there was any neceffity for demanding jag-
beeree funnuds.
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Wnoever has read the former part
of this Narrative, will eafily perceive
the diftinguifhing chara&eriftics of major
Carnac’s {tyle throughout this writing
delivered in by Mr. Amyatt. It abounds
with thofe founding phrafes, which are
meant to catch the ear, and o to pafs
for good reafon without further exami-
nation. When he would engage you
to oppofe the Nabob's thutting up one
of the gates in the city of Patna, and
clofing a breach between the city and
the river, he tells you, the bonor of the
Patna factory is concerned. For my own
part, I think the honor of the Patna
fa€tory confifts chiefly in carrying on the
Company’s trade with credit and advan-
tage, notin fecking difputeswith the coun-
try government, by unjuftly interfering.
in their concerns.

He bids you compare the fenfe, fpi-
rit, and tendency of the treaty in quef-
tion (that is, of the regulations of the
private trade contained in my anfwer
to the Nabob’s letter) with thofe of Se-
rajah Dowla and Meer Jafiier. Thofe

being
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being compared, it will be found, that
neither of thofe treaties convey to us any
new privileges, but confirm thofe of the
firmaun. Now the firmaun, as I appre-
hend, did not give us a right to carry
on the private inland trade, thatis, the
trade from place to place in the coun-
try, in the commodities of the country,
as falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, &c. It did
not, I fay, give us a right to carry it on
at all, much lefs to carry it on cuftom-
free, to the total ruin of the merchants
of the country, and the great lofs of the
Nabob’s revenues. Neither did Sera-
jah Dowla, or Meer Jaffier, underftand
it fo; the former would never fuffer us
to meddle in that trade, and the latter
prevented it as much as he could, and
complained of it as an injuftice, and an
innovation, as has been already fhewn.
The new regulations I propofed did,
on the contrary, convey to us an acknow-
ledged right to that trade upon a reafona-
ble footing ; and the payment of a fixed
duty, lefs than had already been paid by

fome
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fome of our fattories ; and a duty which
the profits of that trade might well bear.
Manx vy other inftances of this kind
of fpecious and founding expreffions with-
out meaning occur in thisminute, which
I will call Major Carnac’s, inftead of Mr.
Amyatt’s, as well as in all the reft of the
major's writings. I will take notice of
only one more, To engage all the gen-
tlemen of the Board to applaud and fide
with him, he concludes with telling
them, they are incapable of being in-
fluenced by the fpirit of party, or any
mercenary views. I am perfuaded,
that it will appear chvious to every
reader, that the minute is calculated
throughout, to infufe a {pirit of party ;
and in this he too well fucceeded ; nor
could he have chofen a more certain me-
thod of confirming and ftrengthening
this fpirit, than by telling them, they
were incapable of being influenced. It
15 2 known maxim of thofe, who would
lead a party, toendeavor to conceal from
their followers that they are led. As
to mercenary views, if views of exor-
bitant
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bitant profits in trade may be fo termed,
there was certainly a great fhare of that
paffion in the viokent oppofition againft
the regulations I had made,

¥ conTINUED to try every means of
preventing the dangerous confequences,
which were to be apprehended from fo
violent 2 combination ; but it is eafy to
judge, how difficult a part I had to ma-
nage. On one fide, if T oppoled too
ftrenuoudly the refolutions of the adverfe
party, Tran arifque of ftrengthening che
Nabob'’s hands, and thereby making him
too powerful in cafe of a ruptare. On
the other, if T fell in with their violent
meafures, alf the ways of accommoda-
tion would quickly be fhut up. I en-
deavored therefore to keep a middle
courfe, in order to preferve terms with
the Nabob, until the Council had de-
termined upon the regulations and de-
mands they would infilt on, flattering
myfelf, that the Nabob would fubmit to
them, however unreafonable and detri-
mental to his government, rather than
engage in a war to his inevitable ruin.

Vor. II. °E With
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With this view I avoided every word
that could inflame; and as the oppref-
fions of the Nabob's officers gave fo

much reafon, I was the firft to confent

to fuch an encroachmentupon his rights,
as the fecurity of our trade required, in
hopes thereby to induce the Council to
be the more moderate in their demands.
I faid therefore nothing more to Mr.
Amiyatt’s minutes of the 3d and 15th,
than was neceffary to fhew the authori-
ty I had from the Board, to make fuch
regulations with the Nabob, that the
prefent difputes were not owing to the
regulations, but to the abufe of them ;
that if fuch abufes could be prevented,
all the advantages of trade we could rea-
fonably with, would be infured to us,
with good order to the Nabob's govern-
ment ; and that if they did not approve
of my plan for attaining thofe ends, they
fhould fet about forming another them-

felves.  The following is a copy of this
minute.

Copy

)
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Copy of the Governor's Minute of the 1 5th
of February, 1763.

- IN anfwer to that part of Mr. A-

myatt’s minute of the 3d, where
he fays, that I pervert the meaning of
the letter I received from the Board,
dated the 1 5th of November, T will on-
ly quote the words of the faid letter,
and my anfwer dated the 1{t of Decem-

ber.”

Letter from the Council, dated Nov. 13.
« INCLGSED, we tranfmit you an

extraét from the Luckypoor letter,
explaining the fhahbunder duties which
they have always paid, and the nature
of the freth extortions which are now
demanded, which we imagine may be
of fervice to you in finally fettling thefe
matters upon a_folid plan.”

The Governor's Anfwer, dated Dec. 1.

= I SmAryL proceed, with Mr. Haft-
ings's affiftance and concurrence,

in fuch inquiries as fhall be neceffary
on the fubject of the complaints now in
§ ¢ quef-
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queflion ; and in eftablithing fuch rules
between the Nabob and us, as may pre-
vent them for the future.” According-
1y T framed with Mr. Haftings fuch
rules as feemed to us moft proper for the
occafion, and propofed them to the Na-
bob in feveral articles, as contained in
our letter to the Board, of the 15th of
December : but the Nabob, not chufing
to accede to thofe articles, reprefented
to me again his grievances, in a letter the
26th of December, the day before my
departure for Patna; and as I had no
further inftru&ions from the Board, than
ofe before quoted from their letter of
the 15th of November, and no reply to
my anfwer of the rft of December,
where I faid 1 would eftablith rules for
the conduét of the Nabob's people and
~ours ; and as the regulations propofed,
feemed to me altogether neceffary and
reafonable, I made no doubt of their
being approved by the Board, and con-
fequently made no feruple to write an
anfwer to the Nabob, affuriag him, that
things fhould be carried on aecording to
. thofe
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thofe rules. Upon the minute of the
1ft inftant, I have {ufficiently thewn the
reafons, why thofe rules for carrying on
the private inland trade, and reftraining
the powers of our gomaftahs, feemed to
me equitable and neceflary, and the moft
proper for the end propofed; but as
much as I am inclined to give the officers
of the country government their due au-
thority, yet am I by no means difpofed
to fubmit to anv abufe of that authori-
ty, or fuffer them to go beyond the li-
mits preferibed by thofe regulations;
which, were they firictly obferved by
both parties, would, I think, remove all
occafion of complaint from both fides.
But I grant, that the late conduét of the
government’s officers, in many parts of
the country, gives me too much reafon
to think, with the reft of the Board,
that they cannot exercife authority with-
out opprefiion ; and that whatever caufe
they might have of complaint againft the
Englith gomaftahs, their own tyrannies
are yet more infupportable; for inftead
.of frecing our trade from any impedi-

-3 ment,
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ment, detention or obftruion, under
pretence of cuftoms, duftore, &c. which
was my only intent in laying down fuch
rules, they have had a quite contrary
effe@. The officers of the government,
prefuming upon the reftraints laid on
our agents and gomaftahs, having gone
direétly contrary to the conditions pre-
feribed to them. I agree, therefore, in
the neceflity of entering into articles of
agreement with the Nabob, fuch as thall
appear moft proper for regulating the
manner of carrying on our trade in thofe
articles, which before the troubles ufed
to be deemed illicit ; and for confining
the government’s officers, and our g0~
maftahs, within the due bounds of their
refpective employments; of which ar-
ticles, copies fhould be given to every
officer of the government, and every go-
maftah, for their guidance. In the mean
time, T have made the ftrongeft repre-
fentations to the Nabob, upon the vio-
lences committed by his officers in dif-
ferent parts, in dire@ violation of the
agreement between us, Copies of my

: letters
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letters to the Nabob, Syed Mahomed
Cawn, and Mahomed Allee Beg, are
hereunto annexed. I lay before you
likewife a number of complaints tranf{-
mitted to me by Syed Mahomed Cawn,
from the zilladars, and other officers of
the feveral diftriéts, under his immedi-
ate direction, and which it will be ne-
ceflary to take under confideration, at
the time of debating upon the intended
regulations, that fuch of them as appear
well grounded, may be remedied.”

Fresn complaints from the Patna
and Dacca factories were read at this
confultation: from the former, that fome
bullocks loaded with the Company’s falt-
petre were ftopped at one of the chokeys
or guards; and trom the latter, that
great obftructions were given to their
private trade at Sirampoor. On the
other hand, a number of reprefenta-
tions were reccived alfo from Syed Ma-

“ homed Cawn, the Nabob's deputy. at
Moorfhedabad, of the violence and un-
juft proceedings of the Englith gomal-~
3 T 4 tahs.

o
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tahs, Upon the firft it was refolved,
that all trade fhould be carried on as
before ; and in cafe any of the govern-

- meat’s officers (hould obftrud it, they
fhould be oppofed by force and feized 5

“upon the fecond, that the reprefenta-
tions {hould be tranflated, and fent to
the fubordinate fa@ories which they
concerned ; and from whence, for the
moft part, no anfwer was received ; or,
if any came, it was taken no further no-
tice of. : :

As the officers of the country govern-
ment had exercifed their utherity fo
unjuftly, I agreed it was hecome necefs
fary to reftrain thém by force upon fome
occafions. The misfortune was, that
thofe who had long withed for a rupture
with the Nabob, muft be the judges of
thofe occafions ; and confequently it was
to be feared, that they would make ufe

- of this authority beyond what was in-
tended or neceffary, particularly Mr.
Ellis ; however, there was no pofiibili-*
ty of preventing it, and to have argued
againft it, would only have ferved to

make
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make them more violent, becaufe the
objections Icould have made, muft have
been perfonal againit fome of the mem-
bers then prefeat at the Board, or againft
Mr. Ellis, with whom they were firm~
ly united.

I ruovcur the likelict way of pre-
venting any bad confequences upon this
order, would be to acquaint the Na-
bob immediately, with the danger ¢o
which his own hatigefs, and the info-
lence of his officers, had expofed him;
and recommend to him, in the moft ftre-
nuous manaer, to forbid their interrupt-
ing the bufinels of apy Englith gomal-
tah, or giving further occafion for dif-
~ putes, which might end in a breach of
our friendfbip. The following is a copy
of the letter I wrote to the Nabob on
this occafion.”

“ 1 nAvE a]:ta&yl"ihformed you of
the oppreflions and isfolences of Maho-
med Allee Beg ; and I now enclofe you
a copy of a letter wrote by him to Ab-
dulla, aumil of Soondecp perganah.

Confider,
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Confider, it is his defign not to fuffer 2
fingle Englithman in the country, and to
punifth whoever fhall take upon himfelf
the name of an Englithman ; according-
1y the Company’s bufinefs, and that of
the private gentlemen, has been every
where ftopped, whereby they have been,
and ftill are, fubjected to many loffes :
and the agreement which was made be-
tween you and me, for the removal of
the difputes between your dependents
and ours, has been entirely broken off
by Mahomed Allee. As his proceed-
ings are prejudicial both to your intereft
and the Companys, it would have been
proper, at the inftant of my receiving
the copy of his letter, to have difpatch-
ed fome of the Company's people to
{feize him, and to have fent him prifoner
to you. However, as he is a fervant of
yours, I have contented myfelf with re-
prefenting the affair to you, and T wait
your anfwer. Out of the friendthip
fubfifting between you and me, it is
proper you inflit due punifhment on
him, and make him anfiverable for the
- loffes
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loffes he has been the occafion of; if
not, I cannot fit quiet, and fee the Com-~
pany’s and private gentlemen’s affairs go
to ruin. Inclofed I tranfmit you the
copy of a letter I have wrote to Maho-
med Allee.”

Norning elfe remarkable paffed at
this firft meeting of the Council, but a
letter delivered in by major Carnac,
claiming the command of the detach-
ment ftationed at Patna. ] defire no o-
ther proof than the terms of this letter
to convince the world, that he was the
chief advifer of the refolution for call-
ing down the members of the Board
from the fubordinates; and that to carry
this point for himfelf was one of the ob-
jeéts of that refolution. The following
is a copy of his letter.

Copy

Py S ———_——IEERE T RIS
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Copy of a Letter from Mejor Carnac fo
the Governor and Council.  Dated Fe-
bruary 15, 1763.

- THE being deprived oflhccam-

mand of a body of your forces,
at the head whereof I had the good for-
tune to meet with fome fuccefs ; and the
being ever fince detained here, you will
readily believe muft have occafioned
much uneafinefs to me. However, till
now, I defpaired of any remedy, from

a convittion, that my remonflrances

would prove ineffe&tual, and only ferve

to involve me in fre(h altercations, which

I was willing to avoid. The flation of

Patna being the moit likely quarter from

whence we are to exped troubles, is

undoubtedly the poft of honor, and as
fuch, from my rank, I had the befl title
thereto, unlefs I had forfeited it by any

ill behavior on my part, which, what-

ever may be the opinion of a few of the

members, I pleafe myfelf with think-
ing is not the general fenfe of the Board.

I am happy in the perfuafion, thatI can-

not
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not now fail of redre(s, if T am deferv-
ing thereof ; and flatter myfelf, gentle-
men, if you are for continuing the Com-
pany’s forces in that quarter, that I (hall
have your orders to proceed thither, and
take the command of them, unlefs you
have any other more immediate call for
my fervices.” '

It will be remembered, that the rea-
fon for calling major Carnac down from
Patna in June 1761, was to put an end
to the difpates with the Nabob ; and his
application to go back at this time, when
difputes were growing every day, has all
the appearance of his wifhing to make
them worfe, and to be more at hand to
aét in concert with Mr. EIlis to that end.

Tue confultation of the 18th of Fe-
bruary has a letter from the Patna fac-
tory, which fhews they were ready e-
nough to make ufe of their own force,
without waiting for our orders.

Copy
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Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun-
cil at Patna ¢o the Board.

L AD EARTH fome years ago, which

had very near proved fatal to our
troops here, made it neceffary that fome
precaution fhould be taken to avoid, as
much as poffible, our experiencing the
like diftre(s in future; for this purpofe,
Mr. Amyatt, then chief of this factory,
eftablithed a gunge, where our people
have ever fince been amply fupplied with
provifions at cheaper rates than they can
be clfewhere, andat the fame time pre-
vented them falling into the numerous
broils that muft daily happen, from their
being obliged to fcek their fuftenance in
the different markets of the city. Ad-
vantages well known to every perfon
who has refided any time at Patna.
THis gunge the Prefident agreed with
the Nabob fhould be abolifhed ; and in
its ftead, he defired the chief to lay up
20,000 maunds of grainonaccount of the
Company ; which we, however, have
thought moft proper to defer, not chu-
fing
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fing to put our employers to what we
deem an unneceffary and unprofitable
rifk, without the fancion of your or-
ders. The encouragement given Nobit
Roy on this occafion, has induced him
to feize and carry away by force all the
dealers of this gunge, to detain boats
loaded with our own particular property
having duftucks, and to fend the chicf
word, that he will not fuffer a further
importation of grain. He has likewife
publickly punifhed three boatmen, who
have been long employed in this fervice ;
and made proclamations through the city,
that whoever brings grain to the Englifh
fhall be treated in the fame manner ;
which can be conitrued in no other light,
than a determination to diftrefs us in the
moft tender point, viz. that of the necef-
faries of life.

ArTer fuch infolence on his part,
an obfervance of punétilios on ours would
be truly ridiculous, and alfo defervedly
fubject us to the imputation of being
wanting in our duty to thofe we ferve,
as well as to thofe committed to our

charge.
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charge.. We fhall therefore ufe as little

ceremony in releafing our bouats, as he

does in feizing them, avoiding 4t the

fame time any kind of offence, but a&-

- ing confiflently with the firft great law

" of nature. In the interim we fhall ex-
pect your orders.” i

. " :

Tuz fubject of this letter was referv=
ed to be confidered along with the other
difputed points, and the following plan

_“ Finst, To colle@ the opinion of
the Board, on the regulations fettled with
. the Nabob by the Prefident. ;
Seconpry, To determine on the
Patna letter refpecting the Burbunna
gate, the entrenchment by the water~
fide, and the gunge. :
THIRDEY, On the difpefitionof the
froops, and major Carnac’s leteer.”

Fue 1gth, the firmaans and grants
. not being ready, only the fecond article
of the plm was confidered, viz. Whe-

ther
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ther the Nabob fhould be permitted to
fhut up onc of the gates of the Patna
city ; and to clofe the breach between
v.the.wall and the river; and whether
M. Ellis {hould keep his gunge. TIH:
DP!III'ODE were as follows.

Extraét of a Confultation a_:f the 1gth of .
February, 1763.

- REA.D the following minute” de-

livered in by the Prefident.

Tke Prefident’s Minute.
Inorder rightly tounderftand the quel-

" tionrelative to the Burbunna gate,andthe

intrenchment by the water-fide, it is
neceflary to deferibe the fituation of the
places, and to refer to what paITcd on

this fubject lait year.

Tue city of Patna cxtcndmg itfelf
above twoe miles from eaft to weit along
by the river-fide has two principal gates,
one at the eaft end, the other at the
weft. Between the weftern gate and
the river-fide is the Burbunna gate, or

rather wicket, being a fmall eéntrance
into a very narrow ftreet; and the Eng-

Yor. IL. U lith
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lith faétory being fituated on the river-
fide, about two or three hundred yards to
the weftward of the city walls, and from
this gate-way, ufed to find a conveni-
ence in this entrance, as the principal
weftern gate is a full half mile from
the fatory. The city is furrounded by
a wall and ditch, except by the river-
fide. The north-eaft angle is clofed by
the citadel, or rather the Nabob’s pa-
lace, which extends itfelf into the river,
fo that there is no paffage by it. At the
north-weftend isabaftion,calledtheMoo-
tance baftion, between which, and the
river, wasan open paffage into the town.
Ix the month of February, 1762,
feveral men of captain Carftairs’s . party
having deferted, Mr. Ellis fent to Raje-
bullub, then Naib of Patna, to defire
he would give orders to prevent any of
our foidiers from going into the city.
Rajebullub acquainted the Nabob with
Mr. Ellis's defire; and received orders
from him to fhut all the gates and out-
lets of the city, except the caft and weit-
gatcs, of which he advifed Mr. Ellis,
and
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and defired, that he would order that
none of ‘the Europeans fhould go into
the city ; and that fuch of the people of
the factory as had bufinefs there, fhould
enter by the weftern gate. Mr. Ellis
wrote to Rajebullub in anfwer, that
the fhutting the Burbunna wicket would
put a ftop to all the bufinefs of the fac-
tory, and that therefore he muit not fhut
it; and, at the fame time, he reprefent=
ed to the Board, the inconvenience that
would attend the fhutting it, the weft-
gate being diftant from the factory at
leaft half a mile; and mentioned, that
Rajebullub had begun to raife a wall
from the baftion, next the factory down
to the river, thereby to prevent all com-
munication ; infomuch, that no boat
could track up to the faftory ; and that
the confequence of allowing it, would
be the obliging all boats to pull up the
other fide of the river. At the fame
time Mr. Ellis fent people to prevent
the Burbunna wicket being fhut, or the
outlet by the water-fide clofed. In
confultation of the 22d of February, 1

U a2 was
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was defired by the Board to write to the
Nabob, to requeft him to order the Bur-
- bunna gate to be left open; and in the
letter to Mr. Ellis, where he is acquaint-
ed with this refolution, it is added, that
he fhould prevent the wall, or breaft-
work being carried on by the river-fide,
fo far as it might obftruét boats tracking
up on that {ide of the river. Agreeably
to the refolution of the Board, T wrote
to the Nabob, defiring he would order
the Burbunna wicket to be left open for
the convenience of our faftory; and

the Nabob gave orders accordingly.
Tuus the affair refted till T came to
Mongheer, when the Nabob reprefent- -
ed the inconvenience of having thofe two
outlets left open. ¢ That the feepoys,
and other people of the fa&tory, often
came into the town by thofe ways, quar-
relled with the inhabitants, and plunder-
ed or ill-treated them, and efcaped again
“to the faftory, without its being pofiible
to bring them to juftice; and that be-
fides, the town could not be in a ftate of
defence, until the paflage by the river-
' fide
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fide was fecured.” AsI was going to
Patna, I told the Nabob I fhould bea
better judge when I had feen the place
myfelf. Upon my arrival at Patna, I
took aview of the places with Mr. Ellis.
The Burbunna gate was no doubtacon-
venience to fuch of the fervants of the
factory as refided in the city; but to
go round by the weftern-gate is not 2
greater inconvenience, than every perfon
who has to do with a fortified town muft
fubmit to, nor do I find that the Com-
pany carry on any bufinefs in the city ;
and as to the opening between the Moo-
tance baftion and the river, it is fuch-an
one, as no perfon, who has the charge of
a fortified place, would on any account
fuffer. So far from being fecured by the
Englith fa&ory, I can affert, that it .
would be very eafy for an enemy to pafs
by the fa&ory by night, and enter the
town before any alarm could be given.
Befides, the factory itfelf, which is in
no refpeét like a fortification, might be
taken by an encmy, and the city there-
by expofed to certain deftrution, if

& N this
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this paffage muft be left open; a cafe
which though not likely to happen, yet
ought certainly to be guarded againit.
Asto the deEculty of boats going up by
the river-fide, it is a mere exaggeration,
like many other parts of Mr. Ellis’s dif-
fertations on thefe fubjects.  Boats will
have enly to row or warp a few yards at
the weft end, as they are already obliged
todoattheeaftend, where, as I have before
obferved, the * Kella ftops the paffage,
and where I faw boats pafs up without
the leaft difficulty; and it is well known,
that there are very many places between
this and Patna, where boats cannot track
on account of the junguls, the fteep-
nels of the banks, or other obftzutions.
Finally, as the city belongs to the Na-
bob, and he is anfwerable for the charge
of it, and for the perfons and proper-
ties of the inhabitants, he has an un-
doubted right to fortify it in any manner
he pleafes. ~ Thefe my fentiments I ex-
plained fully to Mr. Ellis; and Nobit
Roy having applied to me on the fub-
Jﬁﬁ I gave him an anfwer, of which

applica-
* The citadel or palace, PP



Tranfailions in BENGAL. 295

application and anfwer, the following
are copies.”

From Nobit Roy, Naib of DPatna, o
the Governor.

" « )Y reafon of the pafiage by the
L2 water-fide, and the wickets of
the fort being open to the town, it could
not properly be taken care of. I therefore
fhut up the wickets, and left the caft
and weft-gates for Peoplc to pafs in and
out. Yet the inconveniencies will not
be remedied, until the Burbunna wick-
et, and the paflage by the water-fide,
are alfo ftopped up. Had the paffage of

the Burbunna wicket, &c. been ftopped,

how could the Boujepoor thieves and
prifoners have made their efcape? The
paflage and wickets being open, renders
it impoffible for me to protect the town,
and is a means of difturbance in my af-
fairs, of contempt on the government,
and of infecurity to the fort. As the
care of the fort is a neceffary work, and
the regulation of it is my bufinefs, it
therefore belongs to me alfo to fhut up
U 4 the
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the wickets, and the paffage. If I am
prevented from doing this, what is the
advantage of my ftaying here ?”

From the Governor to Nobit Roy.

g6 I UxpersTaAND what you write a-
bout. fhutting up the Burbunna
gate, and the paflage by the river-fide,
and I have feen the two places you. fpeak
of. The Ropping up the paflage by the
river-fide is a very proper work; as to
the (hutting up the gate, although there
feems to be no great neceflity for it,
and the going round about, will be an
inconvenience to the fattory ; vet, asit
is the Nabob's order, do it whenever you
think proper, no one will interrupt you.”
Remark on the Prefident’s Minute.
“Major Carnacbegsleave to obferve,
in anfwer to that part of the Prefident’s
minute, in vindication of the Nabob's
ftrengthening that part of the city fo
clofe to our factory, that it cannot be
necefiary, unlefs he means to ftrengthen
it againft the factory itfelf, which he
perluades himfelf the majority of the
; ) Board
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Board will look upon as a greater fecu-
rity to that end of the city, than the
temporary trifling works now thrown
up by the Nabob.

The Opinions of the Council.
Mzr. WaTTs is of opinion, that the

Nabob ought to be wrote to open the
gate, and throw down the pallifadoes,
and fuch part of the intrenchment as
obftruéts the tracking of the boats to
the fadtory on that fide of the river.

Mgr.MarrioTTisof the fameopinion.

Mg. Hay is of the fame opinion,with
this addition, that if the Nabob refufes
to comply with the Prefident’s defire,
‘Mr. Ellis fhould then have orders to o-
pen the gate, and throw down fo much
of the intrenchment as obftrus the paf-
fage of boats.

MRr. JounsTONE is of opinion, that
the fhutting up the Burbunna gate, and
making the trench and pallifadoe into
the river, could be of no fervice for the
fecurity of the town againft a foreign e-
nemy, whilft the Nabob depends on 'us
ashisfriends ; and that it remarks, in this
time of tranquillity, a diftruft of us in

particular,
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particular, and. has been fo underftood
by every body in thofe quarters, and is
confidered as an adw.ntagc gained over
our Chief, in a point hitherto dl.l'put:d
with the Nabob, though never defired
by his predecefior. To keep up our cre-
dit, therefore, and for the great conve-
nience it is, and ever has been to our
factory, he thinks the Nabob thould
be addrefled, as the general fentiments
of the Board, to' reftore things to the
fituation they were in before ; and if he
refufes, that Mr. Ellis fhould be im-
powered to do it himfelf.
Mr. Haftings’s Gpm -

As every occafion fhould be avoided
of alarming the people of the country,
with the appearances of diftruft or con-
tention between the Nabob and us, and
as it has been deemed, that the cafes
now in debate have fuch a tendency, Mr.
Haftings is of opinion, that the Prefi-
dent fhould write to the Nabob, and
defire him to caufe the Burbunna gate
to be opened, and the intrenchments
by the river-fide made pafiable for boats ;
but he fees no occafion for fending a

: publick
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publick order to the gentlemen at Pat-
na, to effet cither by force, nor does
he think it can be done, withouta mani-
feft violation of our treaty of alliance
with the Nabob, as he has the fole au-
thority to take fuch meafures, for the re-
gulation or ftrengthening of his own
fortified city, as he thinks proper, whilft
he encroaches upon none of our known
rights.

Mgz. CARTIER begs leave to obferve,
that never having been at Patna, he can
form no other judgment as to the af-
fair of the Burbunna gate, and the cir-
cumftance of its being fhut, than what
he has been informed of, by the letters
from Patna. From them he finds the
fervants of the factory have now no con=
venient communication with the city,
as likewife their hofpital ; that the fhut-
ting up the gate is a matter of pique, and
intended to affront Mr. Ellis; and if
him, confequently the nation ; and muft
have been confidered in that light by the
inhabitants of Patna, who, apprehenfive
of the confequences, many have left their

houfes,
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houfes, and carried their families to other
parts ; that this proceeding has raifed a
notion in the country of our little at-
tachment to the Nabob, which he has
very imprudently encouraged by the fuf-
picions he feems to harbor in his mind,
and ating in a manner {o contrary to
that confidence he ought to place in us ;
that our attachment to him is his fole
fecurity and fafe-guard, which, if once
leflened, or even fufpeéted to be fo,
might probably have the worit of confe-
quences on his affairs ; that for his own
fafety, and freeing the country from dif-
‘turbances, it ought to be a point infift-
ed upon, that the faid gate fhould be
'opened, more particularly as it was the
only one of the city left open, during
the troubles of three years in that pro-
vince, and no danger fromitsbeing conti-
nued to be fo in a time of profound peace,
can poffibly be dreaded ; and if the Pre-
fident’s application on this head is not
ctomplied with, that directions fhall be
fent to Mr. Ellis to open it, and that
part of the intrenchment to be thrown

down,
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down, that is a real inconvenience to
the factory. ;
MR. Birrers is of opinion with Mr.
Cartier.
Mgz. Ba Tson confiders the fhutting
up of the Burbunna gate, and the in-
trenchments raifed by the Nabob againft
our fa&tory, as an indignity defigned us,
and really an a& of hoftility ; heis there-
fore of opinion, that the gate thould be
ordered to be left open as formerly, and
fo much of the intrenchment removed,
as Mr. Ellis and the Council may judge
for the fafety and convenience of our
faGory ; and we fhould write to the Na-
bob to give orders for the above purpofes;
~which, if he refufes to comply with, Mr.
Ellis fhould be ordered to execute them.
Major Carnac’s Opirtion.
By the Burbunna gate has been, time
out of mind, a2 communication between
“the city and faftory ; therefore the Na-
bob’s ordering it to be fhut up, cannot
but argue in him an indifpofition to-
wards us, efpecially as the works exe-
cuting there, carry all the appearance of
a defire
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a defire to ftrengthen himfelf on the fide
next to us ; nor does it appear, thatany
advantage or conveniency will refult to
the Nabob, from the ftopping this com-
munication; and the reafon principally
infifted on feems to be, that the Na-
bob is mafter of his own city, and may
doashe pleafes. The fame might with
equal juftice be given, for his refufing
to allow any entrance whatever to the
Englith into. the city ; he has done the
next thing toit, rendered our admiffion
as inconvenient as poflible to us. Be-
fides, the gentlemen at Patna affure us,
‘their boats will, from the obftru@ions
now ‘made, be expofed to great rifques.
The major is therefore of opinion, that
the Nabob fhould be wrote to, in the
moft prefling thanner, andareprefentation
made to him, that' the thutting the Bur-
‘bunna gate, cannot fail creatin g, through-
outthecountry, the perfuafion thathe and
the Englifh are upon bad terms, which
it is equally his bufinefs as ours to pre-
vent ; that therefore to remove any fufpi-

e cions
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cions of this nature, we muft'infift upon
that gate bcmg again npcned and that
* part of the city be left in its ufual ftate.
If af'tr:r fuch a rcPrcfcntauon, ‘the Nabob
continues obftinate, the majnr - thinks the
Board will be juftified in gurmg orders
to Mr. Ellis to open that communica-
tion 5 and the Nabob will have only

himfelf to blame, for having reduced us
to that neceflity.

MR Amyatr declares, That of his
own knowledge this gate has been kept
open for thefe nineteen years paft, and was
‘the only one of the city which was open
during the time of the two fieges of
Patna, as being cfteemed a neceflary-
communication with the faftory, by the
guns whereof it was covered; that he
therefore imagines, the fhutting of it
up muft proceed either from a pique
to Mr. Ellis, or an intention to dimi-
nith the Englifh influence in the coun-
try. That for thefe realons, and as it is
attended with great inconvenience to us, -
and no advantage to the Nabob, he a-
agrees in opinion with Mr. Hay in re-

gard



-

304 A NARRATIVE of the

gard to opening it, and removing the
intrenchment by the water-fide.

Major Apams is of opinion, that
the fhutting of this gate is of no advan-
tage to the Nabob; that fo far from
ftrengthening the city, he thinks it ra-
ther contributes to weaken it, and has
an appearance of a jealoufy fubfifting,
which may be prejudicial to the Compa-
ny's affairs, and to the Nabob himfelf ;
and that therefore the Prefident ought to
write to the Nabob, to infift upon the
gates being opened, and a neceflary paf-
fage left from the intrenchment for the
tracking of boats.”

A LerTEer to the Nabob was then
prepared according to the opinion of the
Board, and according to the ufual courfe
went under the hand and feal of the Pre-
fident ; which being the form prefcribed
by the Court of Directors for the coun-
try correfpondence I always obferved, al-
though the letter on this, and many o-
ther occafions, was contrary to my own
fentiments. The following is a copy of

. the
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the letter wrote the Nabob in confe-
quence of the foregoing refolutions. .

o the Nabob, February 19, 1763.

HE chief and council of the

Patna fattory have reprefented
to me and the Council of Calcutta, that
by fhutting up the Burbunna gate or
wicket of the city, all the fervants of the
fa&ory are fubjetted to great inconveni-
ence in going to and from their houfes,
and the: Company’s bufinefs impeded ;

and further, that by carrying on a wall

or intrenchment from the baflion to the
water-fide, boats are prevented from
tracking up to the factory, and will be
obliged to pull up on the other fide,
which will be a great inconvenience to
the bufinefs of the Company, and the
gentlemen of the fattory. And as it ap-
pears, that the Burbunna gate has al-
ways been open for twenty years paft ;
and that during the troubles when the
city was befieged, the faid gate was of
particular f{ervice, as affiftance went by
that road from the faGtory for the de-
Vor. IL. X fence

)
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fence of the city; and the fhutting it
up at this time has not a good appear-
ance, but raifes diftruft and jealoufy in
the minds of the people, and fills the
inhabitants with apprehenfions, as if
there fubfifted not a perfe@t friendfhip
between you and the Company ; and as
fuch reports are equally prejudicial to,
your affairs, and the Company’s, and it,
“is unreafonable you fhould lay any ob-
ftructions in_the way of the Company’s,
bufinefs, or that of the fervants of the fac-
tory : it is therefore thought very impro-.
per, on all accounts, to fhut up, the faid,
gate; andIwritctoyou therefore, accord-
ingto the advice of the Council, to defire
you will order it to be kept open as be-
fore, as reports of this kind: to. preju-
dice or diminith the Company’s, name:
will not be admitted ; and that you will
order the wall or intrenchment from the.
baftion to the river-fide to be made in,
fuch a manner, that there may be room
for the boat people to track fip the boats,
As your compliance herewith cap be at-
tended with no lofs or hindrance; to your
. affairs,
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affairs, it is neceffary that you immedi-
ately give orders accordingly, that the
people may fee there is an entire confi-
dence and friendfhip. between you and
the Company, and all jealonfies and' ap-
prehenfions may be removed.” '

Fue reafoning of the Council upon’
the foregoing fubjeét amounts to this,
that to fhut up the gate of the city, and
clofe the: breach or paffage between
that and: thie river, would have an ap-
pearance: of a jealoufy of difagreement
between the Nabob and the Company ;
wherefore he fhould be wrote to in a.

mptory manner to keep them open ;
and if he did' not comply, Mr. Ellis
fhould open them by foree. A moft ex-
traordinary method for removing all ap-
pearance of jealoufy and difagreement !
With refpeét to the gunge, the whole
Board agreed with me in the impropri-
ety of Mr. Ellis’s Keeping it; and the
following refolution was made.

X 2 Wiru
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¢« WiTn refpect to the gunge, it is
unanimoufly agreed by the Board, that
inftead thercof, a limited number of
licenced fhopkeepers fhall be eftablith-
ed, to fupply with provifions the bazars
of the army and the faftory ; that they
fhall not however become a gunge, or
wholefale market, but ereét their fhops
and ftorehoufes in fuch place, as fhall
be agreed on between the chief and No-
bit Roy ; and fuffer the ufual cuftoms
to be colleéted by a droga on the part of
the government ; and that all this being
done, the prefent gunge is to be re-

moved."”

T e next confultation the 22d, was
taken up with reading the firmauns and
grants ; and it was agreed, ‘that the fe-
veral members thould prepare their opi-
nions upon the regulations I had made
with the Nabob ; and the extent of the
privileges of our private trade, by way
of anfwer to the following fix quef-
tions, '

" ¢ FIRsT,



N

-

Tranfaétions in BENGAL. 309

© « FrrsT, Whether by the firmaun,
and fubfequent treaties, we have a right
to trade in every article, whether for
foreign or inland trade, duty free ?

Seconp, Whether any duties ought
to be paid to the country government
on fult, beetle-nut, tobacco, or any o-
ther articles ? .

Tuirp, Whether the Company’s
duftuck fhall be for the future granted
for fuch articles ?

Or late the trade of falt from Calcut-
ta, up the country, has been carried on
by the Englith inhabitants in general,
who, having firft paid theduties at Hoog-
ly, and having got the fougedar’s dui-
tuck or rowana, had then a pafiport or
certificate from the Prefident to accom-
pany it.

FourTH, Whether ct:mﬁcatcs {hould
in future be granted to any but the Com-
pany’s {ervants ?

Firrr, Whether the Englifh gomaf-
tahs, in any part of the three provinces,
fhall be fubje& in any manner to the

X 3 controul
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controul of the officers of the country
government, and how far ?

- Sixtu, Ir not, how are we to regu-
late the difputes that may happen. be-
twixt them and the country government,
and particularly in thofe parts where we
have no faétory ?”’

AT the fame confultation (the 22d
of February) was read the following let-
ter of complaint from Luckypoor.

Cspy of a Letter from Myr. Middleton 2
the Governor and Coungil, Dated ch
hrulry 16, 1763.

Avppressep you the 14th inftant,
and informed you, that the houfes
of Golam Hoffein and Mahomed Gazy,

{ervants of this fadtory, were Jbefet by

Aga Nazam, Mahomed Allee’s deputy

at Jugdea. T have fince received intelli-

gence, that on the 1ath inftant, Aga

Nazam had fummoned thefe people to

furrender on that day ; the confequence

of which was, the mother and fifter took
poifon, but inftant relief being given
them, they are yet alive; the reft found

means
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-feans to ‘efcape by a back. doer, and
left their houfes to the mercy of Aga
Nazam, Who of courfe has plundered
and deftroyed them. One of the women
that efcaped has beéen brought to-bed
but a few days; what is become of
her, the infant, and other women, I
¢annét tell, but have fent people to en-
quire after them. I muft inform you,
that thefe two men are of a confiderable
family, who have always been much
refpected in the country, and remarkable
for their attachment to the Englith, par-
ticularly in the year 1756, when they
afforded protedion and affiftance to our
fervants, at a time that it was refufed
by the French, and every one elfe at
Jugdea. I inclofe youa letter, which
I received from Syed Buddull Cawn, a
fougedar, appointed by Mahomed Allee
in thefe diftricts, to whom I wrote on
this occafion; by which this a& feems
to have been done by Mahomied Allec’s
diréftions. I alfo ‘entlofe to you copics
of two letters from Syed Buddul Cawn,
and Aga Nazam, to.Golam Hoficin and

: X 4 Malic-




312 A NARRATIVE of the

Mahomed Gazy, recommending the lat-
ter, to quit the Englifh employ, if he
cxpects to have any favor fhewn him.
By thefe letters, and other circumftances
it appears, that their being fervants of
the Englith, is the fole caufe of their
misfortunes. Therefore, I have aflur-
ed them, that you will not fail of ob-
taining all poffible redrefs; and what
further particulars I may be able to learn
of this affair, T will hereafter communi-
cate to you.

Our cloth bufinefs inthe Manorgunge
perganah, where feveral of the Compa-
ny’'s fortments are made, is entirely put
a ftop to by one Comar Allee Wadadar _
there, and our gomaftahs and other fer-
vants have been obliged to return to
Luckypoor, leaving 2 large fum out-
ftanding, in the pykarsand weavers hands.
This Comar Allec is the perfon who or-
dered, by publick beat of tom-tom, that
none of his tenants thould, at their pe-
ril, tranfa& any bufinefs with the Eng-
lith, of which Mr. Billers advifed you,
in his addrefs of the 22d ultimo.

To
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To what we have from time to time
alledged againft Mahomed Allee, give
me leave to obferve, that his rapacious
cruelty is fo confpicuous, in the unheard-
of opprefiive meafures, taken by him in
the perganahs hereabouts, and fo parti-
cularly aim at thofe people that are, and
have been in our employ, or any way
negotiating with us; that it feems his
defign is, to the utmoft of his power, to
throw every obftacle in our way in the
courfe of trade, both Company’s and
private, but more particularly the latter,
that a powerful inveterate enemy can
fuggeft. How far we have fuffered in
our private concerns, is partly known to
you, by the account tranfmitted you by

#:Mr. Billers. Several of our boats have

#, fince that been ftopped on various pre-

“tences, a]thuugh we have paid the Na-
bob’s duties as in former times.

YesTerRDAY advife was brought me,
that fome people belonging to the go-
vernment were meafuring our grounds,
in order to take pofifeffion of them, and
had demanded rents from our tenants. I

immediately
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fmmedintely fent a few feepoys and pe-
ons, who, this moming, brought in two
of the principals employed on this oc-
cafion., Soon after I had feized thefe
people, 2 number of men collected them-
felves together, and have been plunder-
ing the houfes of our tenants, and car-
ried away their cattle, &c. This hias
obliged me to fend a ftrong party of
feepoys to the extent of our bounds, to
prevent any farther infults of the kind.
I thought it neceffary to inform you of
this circomftance, a¢ I imagine it will
be reprefented in a very different light
by Mahomed Allee’s party.™ I 2
Upon this it was refolved to feize the
three officers of the government com-
plained againft; in which refolution I
agreed ; for as the queftion was now,
whether the a@ing petfons complained
againft fhould be feized, or war made
dire@ly with the Nabob himfelf; T con-
curred in the former, as I yet did rot
doubt but the Nabob would fubmit to
any terms, that fhould be propofed to
him
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him by the Council, rather than enter
Into a war. :

Tae next confultation (the 1ft of
March) the opinions of all the members
were delivered in upon the fix queftions
propofed the 22d of February. The

- majority-declared the extent of the pri-
3 vlcg%s of our private trade to be unli-
\ wged, and that the duties which had
hithgrto been paid to the countrygovern-
Toent on falt, and fome other articles,
“Werk only a compliment which might
ke continued or not, as we pleafed. This
pmcnﬁon muft appear to all reafonable
nep as unjuft as it was new; for who

' wi‘u'ppufe the Mogul emperor meant
by his firmaun, to give us a right to trade
from place to place in the center of his
own country upon a better footing than
his own fubje&ts? His granting us an
exemption from cuftoms, upon our fo-
reign or fhipping trade is natural, becaufe

it was attended with the double advan-
tage of #giving vent to the manufactures
of his dominions, and importing bullion *
and other ufeful commodities. Much
has
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has already been faid upon this fubject,
and we will come now to the feveral
opinions of the members of the Board,
which were as follows.

Extraét of Confultationof the 1/ of March,

1763. ;
" R.WarTs is of opinioh, fn *
anfwer to the queftions propef~" *

ed laft Council day. ¢

. FirsT, That by the firmauns and
hufbul hookums, the Englith Eaft India
Company have an undoubted right to
trade in every article produced in the In-
doftan empire, either for foreign orgin-
land trade; and that duftucks oughit to
be given with any articles ; and that Meer
Mahomed Jaffier Allee Cawn, in his
treaty, has very particularly confirmed
the fame for the provinces, under the
fubahdarree of Bengal. =

Seconp, That duties ought not to be
paid to the country government on falt,
beetle-nut, tobacco, or any articles that
have a duftuck with them.

THIRD,
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Tuirp, That duftucks be granted
with fuch articles for the future.

FourTH, That no pafiports or certi-
ficates fhould be granted to Company’s
fervants or others, but that falt have a
duftuck with it, if the {ole property of 2
Company’s fervant, but not to other
Englith inhabitants,

Fir1H, That the Prefident, in hislet-
ter to the Nabob, has given up the pri-
vilege which the Company enjoyed by
this firmaun ; and therefore he continues
in the fame fentiments, as in the conful-
tation of the 17th of January.

Slx'rn, That fubjeéting our Englifh
gomaftahs to the country government,
would entirely prevent us from carrying
on our trade; nor is there any neceflity
for any regulations in thofe parts where
we have an Englith fatory ; but in the
diftant parts of the provinces fomething
is neceflary to be eftablithed, as well for
preventing our gomaftahs from being
guilty of oppreflions to the country peo-
ple, as to keep the officers of the go-
vernment from behaving in the manner

they
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they have lately done. That this point
can only be fettled®betwixt the Nabob
_and us.

* MR. MaRrRIOTT is of opinion, that
the Prefident ought to have waited till'
he could have received an anfiver from
the Board, before he wrote the letter
to the Nabob, as ne paragraph of the
Board's letter to the Prefident appears to
authorize him to conclude a treaty with-
out their approbation, unlefs their wil-
lingnefs to have affairs fettled with:
the Nabob on a folid bafis, with the fe-
‘curity of our rights and ‘privileges, Be’
conftrued into that fenfe, which he does
not! imagine was the intention of the'
Board. ‘That in regard:to the treaty it-
felf, it differs far from our firmaun and'
funnuds granted: in: confequence of our
treaties with: Serajah Dowla and: Jaffier
Allee Cawn, particularly in giving: up:
our: right: of granting duftucks for in--
land trade (though fome' few articles:
may have been: denied us trading in
by the country government; unlefs we
paid dpties on them) notwithftanding

our
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onr. Honorable Mafters ftrongly recom-.
mend the being jealpus of our firmaun
privileges ; and alfo, in {ubmitting our
gomaftals and dependents. to be under
the government’s jurifdiction, and liable
on every occafion, to, be called before
their courts,, which is greatly deroga-.
tory to the Englith nime, and muft take
from. us, that fway we. ought to have in
the country, without which no bufinefs
will be able to be carried on; and will
greatly prejudice not only. the quality
and quantity, but alfo inhance the price
of every article of the Company’s in=
veftment, That o far from fubmitting.
our gomaftahs and dependents to the go-
vernment’s courts of judicature, our fir-
maun expreily orders all our dcpcnémt_s
that are indebted to us and run away, to
be immediately. delivered up to us; and
that the government’s people (hould give
us all the affiftance they canon fuch anoc-

cafion, in order to recover our demands.
THAT in regard to exchange of mo-
ney, as we have an undoubted right to
coin. ficcas. from our firmaun and fun-.
nuds,
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nuds, we ought to infift on thofe we coin
fhould pafs; but to@bviate any lofs that
might arife by batta on ficcas of a dif-
ferent mint at another place, we fhould
get ftamps of the feveral mints where
we have occafion to fend money, and
coin with thofe ftamps accordingly.

For thefe reafons, I entirely diffent
to the treaty. The ill confequences muit
now appear too plain every where, it be-
ing a dangerous fyftem to truft the go-
vernment’s people with fo great a power.
Their character of .being rapacious and
tyrannical would, Ithought, have been
well known to every one. Iam further
of opinion, the faid letter of the Prefi-
dent to the Nabob fhould be demand-
ed back, or hereafter bad confequences
may arife from it.

In reply to the different articles pro-
pofed by the Board, Mr. Marriott is of
opinion, that by the firmaun and ‘fubfe-
quent treaties, we have a right to trade
in foreign and inland articles of trade,
if a direét affertion is a fufficient proof;

and not, one fingle article of trade pro--
hibited
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hibited us by the firmaun, &c. That
the government deny.mg us to trade in
a few articles, without we pay duties on
them, is ufurping an authority they for-
merly were forbid, as by the tenor of
the firmaun it appears; that further u-
furpations, and limiting our trade, were
attempted by Aliverdee Cawn’s minif-
ters, in refpec of paying dutics on fu-
gar; and which the Company remon-
ftrate much againft, and defire we will
take care thefe things may not be brought
into a precedent ; which fhews the opi-
nion they entertained of thefe encroach-
‘ments ; and by their feveral regulations
and orders concerning duftucks, it plain-
ly appears, they only meant their fer-
vants fhould not cover any black mer-
‘chants goods, or others, that had not the
privilege of a duftuck; and by that means
‘defraud the government of the duties
they would otherwife have eollefted on
the faid merchants goods 5 which in cafe
of being deteted, might have been a
plea for ftopping the Company’s bufi-
nefs, and embroiling their affairs.

You. II. } § THAT
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TuaT in confequence of the go-
vernment's colleting a duty on falt,
which we for the moft part haye acqui-
efced in, a duty fhould be paid them at
one place, and 2 ftated fum for each
hundred maunds, at the rate the Moor
merchants pay, and the falt pafs with
the Company’s duftuck (more particu-
larly as_ it is the produdt of their own
jagheers) and the colle&tor’s of the faid
dutics receipt for the fame; .after
which the boats not to be detained at
any gaut or chokey, further than to give
the chokeydar time to take a copy of our
duftuck. That, as the Company’s duf-
tuck has been granted for beetle-nut,
and tobacco, they are articles we fhould
not give up, but continue the Compa-
ny’s duftuck for thofe articles according-
ly. That our acquiefcing in paying du-
ties on falt, ought to be looked on as a
conceffion on our parts, as the demand-
ing them is certainly an infringement of
our firmaun privileges ; but as the other
fubahs have received them, the Nabob
has cuftom to plead for his receiving

them
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them alfo; and as we have fupported
him in all his antient privileges, we
ought to continue this to him, that it
might not be detrimental to his revenues.

Tuar the granting a certificate to
Englith inhabitants trading in falt for
what they purchafe, has no bad confe-
quence attending it, as this interferes
not with any branch of the Company’s
trade ; and he therefore thinks the Prefi-
dent fhould grant them to thofe who
are not covenanted fervants.

TuAT the fubjedting our gomaftahsto
the controul of the officers of the coun-
try government, muft, he conceives, be
attended with the worft of confequences,
asitis giving up one of our firmaun privi-
leges, which muft make us efteemed
very light in the eyes of the generality
of people, and confequently treated with
contempt by them, and be the means
of depriving our gomaftahs of the influ-
ence neceflary for carrying on the leaft
bufinefs. That in order to prevent our
gomaftahs from making a bad ufe of their
authority, and injuring or diminifhing

Yz the
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the government's revenues, or interfer-
ing the leaft in them (this being one of
the chief articles of complaint againft
our gomaftahs) they fhould be again po-
fitively forbid holding lands, villages,
gunges, &g. of the government; and
an immediate example made of thofe
that difobey ; and then no other matters
of difpute can arife, but in thofe of
trade when the party injured fhould
apply for redrefs to the Chief of the
neareft Englifh fatory, who, no doubt,
is inyefted with authority fufficient to
make the gomafiahs complained againft
appear and anfwer to the complaint, if
appearing true ; and a few fevere exam-
ples made on the gomaftahs, would, 1
fatter myfelf, in a fhort time, have the
defired efic@, and no injuftice be commit-
ted by Englith gomaftahs in futere.

Mr. Hay's Opinion.

My reafons for joining with the o-
ther members of the Board, prefent the
17th of January, in paffing the cenfure
on the Prefident, minuted in the conful-

tation
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tation of that day, are, that by the
treaty or written fecurity that the Go-
vernor, paffed to the Nabob, the princi-
pal rights and privileges of the Englith
Company, granted them by the King’s
firmaun, and hufbul-hookums from
Delly, confirmed and fully explained by
the treaties with Serajah Dowla, and
Meer Jaffier Cawn, and enjoyed fince
thofe treatics, almoft in full, are given
up, without one fingle advantage gained
for the Company; but, on the contra-
1y, the total lofs of the Englifh credit
and reputation in thefe provinces, which
has been declining thefe two years paft,
was the vifible confequence of this agree-
ment to every one who faw it, and was
the leaft acquainted with the nature of
the country people; and it now grieves
me to think, that the wifeft regulations,
and the moft fteadyconduétof this Board,
will not be able to prevent the immedi-
ate bad effects of this ill concerted, and
unauthorized proceeding of Mr. Van-
fittart, as too plainly appears from the
letters received from the fubordinates,

£ Sl and
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and the general complaints of all our a-:
gents and gomaftahs; which fhew there
is almoft every where a ftop to, or great
incumbrances on our bufinefs ; and that
our fervants are particularly ill ufed and
opprefied.

In confidering the arguments for and
againft the prefent treaty, entered into
with the Nabob by the Prefident, it is
abfolutely neceflary, to theforming a true
judgment on the affair, that the unjuft
methods ufed in the country courts, as
well as the methods pra&ifed by the
country merchants in conduéling their
affairs, thould becontinuallyin yourmind.

.Tu e impoffibility of carrying on bu-
finefs, when fubjected to the country
courts, I think, muft appear plain to
every one, when it is confidered, that
for all fums of money recovered in them,
you are obliged to pay, befides the ex-
pence of the court, a chout * of twen-
ty-five per cent. on the money recover-
ed; which, if the Englifh do not fubmit
to pay, it will always be the intereft of
the zemindars, &c. to decide againft

: them-
* A fourth part,



Tranfaitions in BENGAL. 327

them, This I only mention as one of
the numberlefs grievances we fhould
fuffer, if fubjeGted to their authority.
The country merchants are fenfible of
the impofiibility of. carrying on bufinefs
under fuch difadvantages, and are there-
fore obliged to buy the protection of
fome perfon of authority in the govern-
ment (if their own influence is not fuf-
ficient) which fets them above the reach
of the lower zemindars of the country,
proteéts them from the violence of all,
and at the fame time gives them a kind
of judicial authority, fo far as to confine
the weavers and picars, when they can-
not recover their balances from them o-
therwife. This being well underftood, 1
imagine was the principal reafon for the
Company's being at fo great an expence
in procuring their firmaun and hufbul-
hookums, which exempt,the Company
from thofe inconveniencies; and likewife
of the great care that was taken to pre-
ferve them in their full force, by the
treaties with Serajah Dowla, and Meer
Jaffier Cawn, .
X 2 ~ Berore
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Berore I come to confider the dif-
ferent articles of the treaty, it is necef- ‘
fary to remark, that the Governor’s ar-
guing, both in his letters and minutes,
in fupport of this tranfaction, is on a
fuppofition, that the greateft enormities
have been and are committed by the Eng-
lith gomaftahs throughout the country,
to the great detriment of the Nabob's
revenues and government. But that this
has not been the cafe will, I think,
plainlyappear from the feveral complaints
made againft them, being no further fup-
ported, than by the affertions of thofe by
whom made, and whofe intereft it was
to make complaint, as fome excufe for
their non-payment of what was demand-
ed of them; whereas, if there was any
foundation for thefe complaints, it was
fo much in their power, and (o agreea-
ble to the prefent government, and the
Prefident, that they hould be proved,
that they never could have wanted means
to have done it; and likewife, by the
numberlels oppreffions that our gomaf-
tahs and people have fuffered throughout

the



Tranfadtions in BENGAL. 329

the country for many months paft ; for
it is not to be conceived, that people
treated in the manner they have been,
could have it in their power to be guilty
of thofe extravagant violences and enor-
mities, which theyare reprefented tohave
been by Mr. Vanfittart. Thus much pre-
mifed, I fhall now confider Mr. Vanfit-
tart’s written fecurity, or obligation to
the Nabob, article by article.

In 'the firft, Mr. Vanfittart has given
up the right which the Company have by
their firmaun, hufbul-hockums and {fub-
fequent treaties, of granting duftucks
except for thip merchandize, laid a tax
of nine per cent. on all other traffick, .
and in a manner acknowledged, that the
- Englith do carry on their trade by force
or violence, extortion, or unfair dealing.

I Tuing the Board could never have
juftificd themfelves for giving up the
Company’s privileges in this manner;
and of courfe that Mr. Vanfittart, un-
authorized as he was to enter into any
treaty, could have no right to do it;
but fuppofe it otherwife, how was it to

be
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be determined, which were, and which
were not, thip merchandize? Mr. Van-
fittart indeed, in a fubfequent article,
has left that to be determined by thofe
whofe intereft it muft be to determine
them not be fo. In the arguments ufed
for the tax of nine per cent. on the
trade from one part of the country to
another, it is throughout infinuated, that
this is lefs than what has been ufually
paid;; and Mr. Vanfittart fays, that on
all the trade of this kind, that he has
carried on in falt, &c. he has paid the
country duties; but from my own know-
ledge, as well as enquiry, I have reafon
to think, that of the innumerable arti-
cles traded in, in this way, only faltand
tobacco have paid any; the former of -
which, by far the moft confiderable, I
belicve laft year, in a medium, did not
pay above three per cent. although we
fubmitted to pay the eftablifhed country
duties. - Mr. Vanfittart, on being afked
in Council laft Tuefday, what thofe ar-
ticles were that he meant by falt, &c. ?
replied only falt, for that he never trad-

ed
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ed in any other. How ill then is his -
argument fupported by his declaration
when explained ? On the whole, T be-
lieve, we are by this article, inftead of
trading duty-free, which I think we
have an undoubted right to, loaded with
a duty more than double what is paid by
the Dutch, Armenians, or any people of
the country.

T n e acknowledging then in a pub-
lick writing, that the Englith do carry
on their trade by force or viclence, ex-
tortion or unfair dealing, as I imagine,
without any foundation for fuch affer-
tion, is fo hurtful to.the reputation of
‘the Englifh in this country, that I look
on it in the fame light, that I do giving
up the privileges of the firmaun.

By the fecond article, contrary to
the privileges that the Englifh enjoy by
grants and treaties, themfelves and go-
maftahs are {ubje&ed to the jurifdiction
of the meaneit officer that the Nabob em-
ploys, without the liberty of an appeal.

I FiND fo many objeftions of the fame
natureasweremade to thelaft, to be made

to



332 A NARRATIVE of the

to this, and every article of this treaty,
that I fhall only remark on the whole
of the remaining articles, that by being
debarred the liberty of making falt, we
arc deprived of a privilege, that every
perfon, Europeans and others in the
country, have but ourfelves.

TuaT the giving up the right of
coining in the different mints, is over-
fetting a privilege granted from Delly.

TuaT the throwing the whole trade
of Affam and Rangamettee into the
hands of one perfon, is a monopoly moft
deftrutive to trade, and more particu-
larly, if what Mr. Vanfittart advances be
juft, that the duty on cotton alone in
that country brings in a revenue of
40,000 rupees ; which, if you fuppofe at
five per cent. muft be raifed on 800,000
rupees worth; which, if thus monopo-
lized, muft greatly raife the price of that
article, and of courfe the price of cloth.

Uron the whole, I think the written
fecurity fhould be demanded of the Na-
bob, and deftroyed, to prevent in future
times, when our affairs may not be in

the
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the florithing fituation they are at
prefent in Bengal, in regard to force, a
bad ufe being made of it; for, it is pro-
bable, that the government would, in
cafe of having the upper hand in the
country, make ufe of it to invalidate the
privileges the Englifh enjoy by their fir-
maun, hufbul-hookums, and treaties.

In anfiver to queftion the 1ft, I fay,
" Yeu :

To queftion the 2d, No.

To queftion the 3d, Yes.

T o queftion the 4th, That certificates
fhould be given after the dutics are paid.
To queftion the sth, Not at all.

. In anfwer to queftion the 6th, I fay,
as formerly, agreeable to the firmaun,
but that a plan be laid down by the
Board, to prevent any -injuries being
done by the Englifh gomaftahs, and for
punithing them that are guilty, which
X think may be well done by a commit-
tee appointed for that purpofe, who
fhould receive all complaints and ap-
peals from fubordinates, or the agents
refiding, with authority of the Board, in

thofe
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thofe quarters, and examine them ; and
as it appears that great part, if not the
whole, of the troubles that have hap-
pened to the Englith, and their gomaf-
tahs of late, are owing to the orders fent
over the country by the Nabob, I think
it highly neceffary, that we have always
a fenior fervant, refident with the Na-
bob, who fhould be acquainted with all
orders regarding the Englith. This I
think we have a right to demand, and
is what we thould infift on, as it will in
future prevent our fo long being igno-
rant of the fource of our troubles, as
we have lately been.

MRr. JosnsTone thinks, the Prefi-
dent’s letter to the Nabob, containing
the new regulations he intended to efta-
blith, is from its abject * ftile, as well
as coneefiions, highly dithonorable to us,
and fuch as could not fail of ruining our
trade and influence, and reducing us
lower than ever the Englifh were yet at
any- period in thig country; that the

Prefident

* The flile of this letter is the fame always ufed
in addrefles to the Naubob,
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Prefident without authority, or any ur-
gent neceffity that yet appears, or can be
conceived, refigned to the Nabob thofe
rights and privileges we are entitled to
by the firmaun, and fubfequent treaties,
and have hitherto enjoyed by virtue of
them. 1ft, By diftinguithing the Com-
pany’s trade from that of their fervants,
and agreeing to an exorbitant duty of
nine per cent, on all articles of the in-
land trade, without diftinétion or exa-
mination of what had ufually been paid
on any of thofe articles at the different
fubordinates, eftablifhing the rule upon
that paid by the gentlemen of Lucky-
poor *, though expreflly mentioned by
them to be more than what was paid
at Dacca, and known to be above dou-
ble the duty, paid heretofore at Hoogly ;
and though falt was the only article in
his own private inland trade, that the
Prefident remembers to have ever paid

any

* It has been fhewn already in page 140, that

the duty paid at Luckypoor upon falt was fifteen

per cent. and on beetle-nut ten; whereas the regu-
lations propofed by me fixed it at nine per cent.
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any * duty on before this time. 2dly, In.
fubjecting the Englith and their goma(-
tahs under the authority of the Moors
courts of judicature, contrary to the
privileges we have ever enjoyed, of pro-
tecting thofe employed under us, and
being ourfelves the judges of their ac-
tions; the many ill confequences of
which, and the entire lofs of that cre-
dit and pre-eminence we have ever main-
tained, is evident to every body, of
which we have had ample proof, fince
the circulation of the regulations in eve-
Ty quarter, by the abufe of the power
fo eagerly put into their hands, by the
ftoppage of our trade, and attacks open-
ly made on thofe entitled to our protec-
tion. 3dly, By prohibiting at once, with-
out reafon, or ever confulting the Board,
the Company’s fervants at the faltories
of Luckypoor, Iflamabad, &c. from
making 4 falt-works themielves, which
5
¢ I faid it was the only article of inland r.raldc
I recalle@ed to have ever dealt in.
+ This was fo far from being without reafom,
that the Board bave fince agreed to eftablifh that
very limitation which I had propofed, finding that

the trade could not be fo carried on without in-
juring the rights of others,



Tranfaitions in BENGAL. 337

is a liberty not denied to any native of -
- the country; and by which their for-
tunes have been, and are endangered, as
no time was allowed for colle@ting in
the money they had laid out; and the
balances due could only be recovered, by
receiving the falt from the molungees
they had employed. The article order-
ing without any limitation, that all pur-
chafes of lands, made by any of the fer-
vants of our fa&ories, fhould be refign-
ed, was, I think unjuft and difhonora-
ble to us; as if our fervants, where they
paid the due demands to the government,
were not entitled to our protection.

Thue article direting, that the chiefs
and fervants of the fattories, are not
to hinder the weavers and brokers of the
government, has been confidered as giv-
ing full power to the Nabob’s officers
over thofe people, and may turn to the
ruin of the Company’s inveftment, as
appears by the proceedings of Mahomed
Allee at the Dacca aurungs.

Vor. II. Z THE
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Tue foregoing the privilege we had
of coining in the mints of Patna and
Dacca, while no provifion was made
for the currency of our ficcas at thofe
places without difcount, was yielding
up what the Company could demand of
right.

OzrperinG all purchafes at Gwalpa-
rah, to be made entircly through the
Nabob’s droga, was an infringement of
our rights of a free trade in that guar-
ter, and againft the treaty with Jaffier
Allee Cawn, b]; which we are free from
being even obliged to buy by the inter-
vention of delolls.

Tue minute of the Board the 17th
of January, on the proceedings of the
Prefident, therefore to me appears well
grounded, and I think the treaty ought
to be recovered from the Nabob and
deftroyed, that {o bad a precedent may
never be eftablithed and ufed againft us.

NexT, in regard to the queftions pro-
pofed, Ithink,

First, That by virtue of the fir-
maun, hufbul-heokums, and the treatics

with
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with Serajah Dowla and Meer Jaffier
Allee Cawn, the Company, and their
fervants, have a right, without any re-
ftriGtion or limitations, to trade in and
grant duftucks for every article, whether
for foreign or inland trade. Our having
been reftridted by the power of the fu-
bahs before the revolution, from the
full enjoyments of thefe rights, can ne-
ver be urged as a good argument to inva-~
lidate them, when we became powerful
enough to affert them. They were efta-
blifhed as fully and clearly as could be
exprefled in the publick treaties then
concluded, and in funnuds and duftucks
afterwards in confequence by Serajah
Dowla and Jaffier Allee Cawn, for the
uninterrupted currency of our trade, thro’
the indifputable authority of the duf-
tuck, wherever it was granted. And
thefe funnuds were not merely for fuch
quarters, where the Company had fac-
tories and aurungs, but comprehended
alfo all the diftant frontier provinces,
where they had not the leaft trade of
any kind, as Rungpoor, Poorneea, Ran-
' Z 2 gamettee,
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gamettee, Dinagepoor, Silhet, &c. and
Jaffier Allee Cawn yet agrees, that he
underftood the treaty in this fenfe, that
whereveraCompany’sduftuck was grant-
ed, no duty could ever be demanded *.
If cuftom, and what privileges we en-
joyed under the Moors government be-
fore the revolution, are to be eftablifhed,
as what only we have a right to trade in
now, by virtue of our grants, Firmaun,
&c. there is fcarce an article of the
gruff trade, whether for export or con-
fumption in Calcutta, and other places
in the kingdom, but we muft give up;
for it is known, we could not profefedly
in our own names trade in thefe articles,
tho’willing to pay the duties and arbit
extortions required on fuch eccafions.
The various other articles of gruff are
] ' : not
* That Meer Jafier,; when confulted- on: any
paint of debate between us and his fuceeflor, fhould
join in fuch an opinion; as was moft likely to in-
flame and encreale our difputes, was very natu-
ral; but what was his real opinian on this fubject,
when he was again placed in the government, is
plain, from the demand which he has fince made,
that we fhould exclude ourfclves from the [ime trade,
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not more particularized, or excepted in
any treaty or Firmaun, &c. than the two
articles of falt and tobacco; and have
been ever fince the treaty with Serajah
Dowla carried on with the Company’s
duftuck. That we have acquiefced in
paying duty on the fingle article of falt,
and paffing it with the fhahbundar’s
rowana at Calcutta, Dacca, and Lucky-
poer, fhould not now, I think, weigh
with us to continue it, when our rights
are called in queftion, and we are bound
to fupport them in their full extent. A-
bove all, .as this article is the produce of
the Company’s own lands at the Calcutta
perganahs, Chittagong, Midnapoor, Jal-
lafore, and Burdwan ; and as it makesa
confiderable branch of their revenue, it
ought as much as pofiible to be protected
and encouraged, inftead of being oppref-
fed with new taxes, exceeding above
double what it has yet paid. As for the
article of tobacco, no duftuck from the
government has ever been taken, and
the duty paid on it has never been de-
manded, till after its arrival at Dacca;

Z 3 and
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and at Coffimbuzar the Company’s duf-
tucks have always been granted, and
never difputed for this article.

Stconp, I think, therefore, that the
government have no right to demand
that, or any other duties where the duf-
tuck is granted ; and that it fhould be
now granted on falt and tobacco, as it
has been hitherto for beetle-nut, rice,
ghee, opium, fugar, &c. articles con-
fumed in the country as well as exported.

Tuirp, Thofe European inhabitants, -
who by the Company’s direétions are
not entitled to duftucks, fhould not be
freed from paying the duties; yet when
thefe are difcharged, for the eafe of
trade, I think a pafiport, or certificate
from the Prefident, might accompany
the rowana of the buxbunder.

FourTn, The Englifh gomaftahs, in
any part of the three provinces, fhould
be fubjected in no manner to the jurifdic-
tion of the country government. They
are not, in my opinion, more than their
principals to be accountable to them. I
belicve they never were, and no flep

could
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could poffibly bave becn taken more
farely to ruin our trade, influence and
refpect in the country, than acknow-
ledging them our abfolute mafters and
judges. The Company have ever pro-
tected their gomaftahs, and thofe of
their fervants. While we have fubordi-
nate factories, and a fixed government
here, juftice may always be had when
complaints are well grounded, and can
be proved by the government’s depen-
dents; nor need we be flartled with
thofe laid before us, but from the {ub-
jet, exaggeration and groundlefinefs of
moft of them, conceiye what a ftate of
wretched dependence we fhould fall into,
were we liable to be called upon for
every fuch like abfurd complaint, pre-
ferred to the country government. In
thofe more diftant quarters, where the
Company have no fa&tories, the trade is
generally managed by gentlemen, who
have had the approbation of the Board, to
go up the country, and given fecurity
for their good behavior ; and they may
be prefumed more to be depended on,

; Z 4 for
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for determining equitably any difputes
about points of trade (which is all they
thould, or nced, have any conne®ion
with) than any zemindarree court. An
appeal might neverthelefs always lic
from them to the neareft fubordinate 3
and when fuch perfons are publickly
known to have the permiffion and au-
thority of the Board, to whom they are
accountable, they may; without any new
regulation or innovation, carry on their
trade to the fatisfattion of the people,
and without any detriment to, or inter-
fering with, the colleétion of the revenues.

Mr. Haftings's Opinion.

My name already appearing to the
letter propofing the regulations, which
form the fubftance of the Prefident’s let~
- ter to the Nabob, it will hardly be ex-
pected of me to join in the harfh. and
unmerited cenfure, paft upon them by
the members which then formed the
Board. T at that time regarded thefe
regulations, not as 2 conceflion of any
new rights to the Nabob, but as a con-~

firmation



Tranfactions in BENGAL. 34§

firmation of thofe which he held by the
treaties already in force; nor has any
thing appeared fince to make me change
that opinion.

My fentiments upon the extent of
our duftuck, and the privilege of our
gomaftahs, T thall give fully hereafter,
obferving only in this place, that in fet-
tling the duties on the inland trade at
nine per cent. the Governor only fixed
the rate, which was before variably le-
vied with continual difputes, to the great
detriment of the fair trader;; and in this
he adted in ftri& conformity to the plain
and literal inftructions of the Board,
whatever fenfe they were intended to
~ convey.

THE Prefident has fo full}r explained
the motives and reafons for this tranfic-
tion, that it is needlefs for me to take
up the time of the Board with a repeti-
tion of them. Upon the whole, I de-
clare it as my opinion, that the regu-
lations in queftion were calculated in the
beft manner to put our trade upon a pro-
per footing, to diftinguith ourrights from

: thofe



346 A NARRATIVE of the

thofe of the Nabob, to preferve the Eng-
lith name from reproach, and the affairs
of the Company from fuffering by con-
tinual difputes and contentions, in which
they had no concern.

To underftand the meaning of any
treaty, where the expreffions are doubt-
fal or defettive, recourfe fhould be had
to the circumftances of the parties con-
cerned at the time in which they were
made. Regarding the Firmaun in this
light, we fhall make no fcruple to pro-
nounce, that the Company could not,
when they obtained that grant from the
court of Delly, underftand it to extend
beyond their own trade, or include pri-
vileges, of which they could not make
any ufe, and which (I may add) they
never dreamt of. The commerce in
imports and exports ever bounded (as
of neceflity it muft) their concerns in
this country. For the encouragement
of a trade fo beneficial to the country
and its revenues, the court, at that time
in its moft flourithing ftate, and fupport-
ed by wife and able minifters, indulged

the
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the Company with the freedom, which
they petitioned for, from duties. Then
the trade, in fuch commodities as were
produced and fold in the country, was
entirely confined to the natives. They
were either farmed out, where they were
confiderable enough to make an article
in the publick revenues, or circulated
through the province by the poorer fort
of people, to whom, whilft they afford-
ed a fubfiftence, they at the fame time
added to the income of the ftate, by the
duties gathered upon them. Let us fup-
pofe, the Company’s agents had petition-
ed for the liberty of trading in thefe ar-
ticles, without paying duties. Can it
be conceived, that the government could
have been fo blind to its own interefts,
as to have given a privilege to ftrangers,
which would have enabled them to mo-
nopolize the whole trade of the coun-
try, to impoverith the natural fubjeéts,
and exhauft the country of its wealth,
without making any adequate return for
it? The privileges thercfore claimed by
the Company, and allowed by the go-

vernment,
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vernment, were originally defigned by
both, for fuch a trade only as was- car-
tied on by the former ; that is, in goods
brought into the country, or purchafed
in it for exportation. In effed, it was
ever limited to that; nor can it be proved,
that the duftuck was ever allowed to pafs
for any other, from the firft attainment
of this grant, till the death of Serajah
Dowla. The Company, in their ftand-
ing orders before that time, prohibit
their fervants from meddling with what
we have now termed the inland trade,
and name it illicit; nor can any diffe-
rence of power fince, convey to us a right
fromformer treaties, which we confeffedly
wanted before. Tho', fince the reftora-
tion of the Company’s privileges, we
have by degrees dealt in the inland trade;
yet it was always with a tacit acknow-
ledgment of the invalidity of our duf~
tuck for that trade, having generally
paid the government a duty thereon ;
and where it was attempted without it, it
has been conftantly the fubject of com-

plaints
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plaints and oppofition on the part of the
Nabob's officers.

- I am well aware of one obje&ion,
which I have frequently heard repeated
in thecourfe of thedebatesnpon this fub-
je&, and which it may be proper in this:
place to reply to; I mean, that we
fhould not be too rigorous in calling in
queftion our own privileges ; but where
the fenfe of a treaty is not fufficiently
clear, interpret it in fuch manner, as
may tend to our own advantage, leav-
ing it to others to difpute it; and that
therefore, as the Firmaun gives us a ge-
neral right to trade duty-free, without -
mentioning any exceptions, we fhould
infift on a free trade in every thing, with-
out exception. ' Without examining this
principle, I fhall only fay, that if it be juft
at all, it can only be fo, where the points
contefted for are of real importance ;
but where they are either trivial in them-
felves, or have a pernicious tendency, it
muft be an abfurdity to infift upon them.

I MusT now beg leave, for the firft
time, to diftinguith between the in-
terefls
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terefts of the Company, and that of in-
dividuals, which I am afraid have been
too much confounded in thefe de-
- bates. That the Company will not fuf-
fer by a reftriction of the duftuck to the
foreign merchandize is manifeft ; fince
with that reftriction it will anfiver every
purpofe for which they want it. Be-
fides, the odium, which a monopoly, fo
injurious to the natural rights of the
country merchants, muft unavoidably
caft upon the Englith name ; and the per-
petual jealoufies, which from experience
we know it to be attended with, prove,
- that this privilege is, in effed, highly
prejudicial to the real intereft, as well
as honour, of the Company. As they
have been pleafed to permit us to thare
with them the benefit of the duftuck,
we may furely content ourfelves with
the enjoyment of that privilege, within
the fame bounds to which they have li-
mited themfelves. To attempt to ex-
tend it beyond that, and for the fake of
our own private advantagcs, to make
this a point of conteft with the power

in
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in alliance with the Company, is botha
violation of juftice, and a breach of the
duty which we owe to our employers.

My opinion then upon the three firft
queftions before us, is,

First, That we can claim no right
from the Firmaun (nor of courfe the fub-
fequent treaties, which were but in-
tended as copies of that, in the articles
regarding our commerce) to an exemp-
tion from duties on any but foreign -
trade ; that is, in goods imported or
carried out of the country.

SEconD, That dutics ought to be
paid to the country government on falt,
beetle-nut, and other articles which are
produced and {old in the country. And,

Tuirp, That of courfe the duftuck
ought not to be given for thefe articles ;
but that they pafs with a rowana, or
certificate, from the officer of the cuf-
toms, in the fame manner with the
goods belonging to other merchants.

Tue fourth article I deem altogether
unnecefiary, whether we trade in falt
with the Company’s duftuck, or as other

merchants
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merchants without one ; the duftuck be-
ing a fufficient diftin&ion in the firft
cafe, and the latter requiring none.
My opinion upon the fifth queftion
is, that the Englith gomaftahs, in every
part of the three provinces, whether in
the diftricts of the Nabob, or the Com-
pany, fhall be fubjet to the authority
of the magiftrate ; but with this dif-
tinétion to be obferved between private
gomaftahs, and thofe of the Company ;
that the former fhall be equally account-
able to the magiftrate for any mifde-
mednor, with any one of the Nabob's
fubjeéts that fhall, at apy timé, refide
in the térritory of the Company; nor
enjoy any advantages above other mer-
chants, but fuch only as the Firmaun
gives them, viz. that their goods fhall
pafs-duty-free, wherever they have the
proteétion of the duftuck; the magif~
trates fthall not oppofe, but affift themin
the recovery of their juft debts, nor
fuffer any one to injure or opprefs them.
But as the Company's gomaftahs have a
weightier charge, nnd are none of them
fituated,
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fituated at fuch a diftance from the Com-
pany’s faftories, but that complaints a-
gainft them ray be both eafily heard
antl {peedily redrefled, it fhould be only
permitted to the magiftrate to oppofe
~ them in the a&ual commifiion of any
violence, or the affumption of any rights
not belonging to them : but in any dif-
putes with their immediate dependents,
fuch as the weavers, pykars, or deloils,
in their fervice, he fhall not interfere,
otherwife than by affifting them in car-
rying their complaints to the Prefiden-
cy, or the factories to which the gomaf-
tah belongs, for redrefs. But the go-
maftah thall not therefore prote& his own
dependents from any lawful claims of
the government, nor their perfons from
juftice in any criminal cafes. -

- Tuis to me appears the only equita-
ble method for preventing any mifbeha-
vior in our people, or difputes between
them and the Nabob’s. If the magif-
trate at any time fhould abufe his autho=
rity, the Nabob thould be required, up-
on proof, to difmifs him from his office,

Vor. II, Aa or
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or infli& any other punithment, fuitable
to the degrec of the offence. If this
juftice, fo effential to the Nabob's own
intereft, and the tranquility of the
country, be refufed ; or from the dif-
tance of his refidence, cannot be timely
obtained, we have always the means in
our own power, when fuch extraordina-
ry occafions may demand it, to vindicate
our rights, and call the mfnngcrs of
them to juftice.
. From the peculiarity of the times,
and a natural propenfity in the weaker
part of mankind, to run from one ex-
treme to another, it has unfortunately
happened, that the power fuddenly plac-
ed in the hands of the Nabob’s officers,
for the protection of his people, has
been fo extravagantly abufed, asto give
occafion to a perfuafion in many, that
no power can with fafety be trufted in
their hands. As I have formerly lived
amongft the country people in a very in-
ferior ftation *, and at a time when we
were
* A junior fervant of the Company at the filk

aurungs.
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were fubje& to the moft flavith depen~
dence on the government ; and have met
with the greateft indulgence, and even
refpec, from the zemindars and officers
of the government, I can, with the
greater confidence, deny the juftice of
this opinion ; and add further from se.
peated experience, that if our people,
inftead of erecting themfelves into Jords
and oppreffors of the country, confine
themfelyes to an honeft and fair trade,
and fubmit themfelves to the lawful au-
thority of the government, they will be
every where courted and refpected. The
Englith name, inflesd of becoming a
reproach, will be univerfally revered ;
the.country will reap a benefit from our
commerce ; and the power of the Eng-
lith, which is now made a bugbear, to
Arighten the poor inhabitants into a fub-
miflion to injury and oppreffion, will be
regarded by them as their greateft blef.
fing and protection. -

IT is as impoffible for any flate to
fubfift with a divided power as with
none. - Qur fervants are as likely at Jeaft

Aaaz to
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to make an ill ufe of their power as the
Nabob'’s are, but are not fo eafily to be
reftrained. In whofe hands, therefore,
can it be fo properly lodged, as in thofe
of the government to whom it belongs?
To take from them that right (a right
which we fhould never fuffer to be con-
tefted in our own diftriéts) will be to in-
troduce oppreffion, rapine, and anarchy
into the country, which we are engaged
to proteét : and whatever temporary ad-
vantages individuals may gain from fuch
a {cene of troubles, the affairs of the
Company muft infallibly fuffer by it, if
not be involved in one common ruin with
the country. That this confequence may
not appear too forcibly drawn, permit

- .me to add; it has been obferved, that

the wifeft and moft permanent ftates
have ever left to conquered nations the
exercife of their own laws ; and by that
means infured their fubje&ion. The
power which we have acquired in thefe
provinces, has reduced them to a con-
dition as nearly refembling a conquett,
as it is for our intereft to withit; butif

wce
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we take {o ungenerous, as well as im-
politic an advantage of their weak-
nefs, as to put it into the power of every
banyan, who calls himfelf an Englith
fervant, to tyrannize over the inhabi-
tants without controul 5 this is not only
to deprive them of their own laws, but

to refufe them even the benefit of any.
Mgz. CARTIER gives itas his opinion,
that the Prefident’s letter to the Nabob
was in every refpe improper, and na-
turally tended, from the conceffions con-
tained therein, to bring upon the Eng-
lith name a diferedit and real difgrace.
The late violences, as well as infolences
committed by the natives, are a certain
argument of its impropriety, and which
were clearly forefeen the very inftant the
faid letter was made publick; that the
hope given them of being conflituted
judges and arbitrators, of all difputes
that might happen in the intercourfe of
our bufinefs, gave caufe to the many in-
conveniencies and tyranny that we have
lately fuffered, and do fuffer. The fub-
Je&ting us to fuch a controul, would have
Aaj effeCually
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effcctually deftroyed our influence and
reputation in the country, and would
unavoidably have led us, from the mani-
fold oppreflions we thould have fell un-
der by fuch regulationstaking place, tothe
necefiity of taking up arms for the redrefs
of thofe grievances, which every meémber
of the colony muft have felt by fo arbi-
trary a jurifdiction. Asitis, the evilis
fpread wide, and has *acquired fuch
flrength, that no other methods T'doubt,
but formble ones, will be able to remove
it. Hecannot think the members of the
Board gave, or-intended giving a dire&
mnrcnt to the Prefident’s entering into

treaty with the Nabob, on points fo
w:rj' interefting to our privileges; nor
did they imagine fuch a flep was any
ways neceflary; but what he thinks
moft condemnable is, that the faid regu-
lations, previous to the approbation or
difapprobation of the Board, were made
known to the Nabob, and the fame
ordered by him to his different officers
to be carried into exei:ﬁtion,'bcfbrc fuch
_agreement could have the concurrence of
the
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the feveral members of the Council. He
is likewife of opinion, that the faid re-
gulations, and the faid letter to the Na-
bob, were in no refpeét agreeable to the
tenor and fpirit of our Firmaun, and the
fubfequent treaties entered into with
the Nabobs Serajah Dowla and Meer
Jaffier, but would have been the means
of confining our privileges into much
narrower bonds, thanour grants and trea~

tics are intended to reftrain us in.
FirsT, On the extent and true mean~

ing of the Firmaun, and all fubfequent
treaties.

Mgr. CarTier thinks, that by the
privileges invefted in us by our Fir-
maun, hufbul-hookums, and our late
treaties, our trade is under no limitation
whatever, either in foreign or inland
commodities ; that the want formerly of
power to affert the immunities of the
Firmaun, cannot, ashe imagines, be con-
ftrued to an abfolate and entire depri-
vation of them. This reafon now no lon-
ger exifting, we ought to affert our pri-
vileges to their fulleft intent and latitude,

1 Aa g nor
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nor fubmit to the capricious condu& and
encroaching behavior of the country go-
vernment.

-SeconpLy, Onthetrade in falt and to-
bacco, he can have no objeétion to the
payment of an equitable duty, more par-
ticularly as we have hitherto both at the
Prefidency, and the facories of Dacca
and Luckypoor, fubmitted to pay on
one or both of thefe articles; but let
that be fixed at a medium of what has
been paid at the different fettlements ;
and furthermore be confidered as a con-
ceflion made the Nabob, and not claim-
'ed as a righs, pii‘d as a thing, which

cuftom has eftablithed, and not to be

confirmed by any treaty.

Trirpry, If it is allowed, that the
trade in falt and tobacco, is in every re-
fpectagrecableto our Firmaun privileges,
he fees no reafon, why a duftuck fhould
not be granted for thofe articles, as well
as for all others ; tho’, at the fame time,
as a duty may probably be lid on thofe
two articles, they fhould be accompani-

~ed by the buxbundar, or the fhahbun-

dar's
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dar’s receipt, to afcertain, that full duties
have been paid, and that nothing further
is to be demanded on any account.

FourTHLY, As certificates have been
granted indifcriminately to the fervants
of the Company, as well as to the in-
habitants of Calcutta, he thinks the fame
fhould be continued to the latter, on
their application to the Prefident, on
producing the buxbundar’s receipt for
duties paid ; tho’, at the fame time, the
duty ftipulated and agreed upon, to be
levied on thefe branches of trade, the
property of Company’s fervants, fhould
ferve as no-regulation for what may be

“demanded from them.

Firrurv, The nature of the govern-
ment in every part of Indoftan, being
in all refpects oppreflive and venal, and
the decifion of all caufes, depending
more on the ability of the parties engag-
ed in bribing their judges, than the le-
gality of them; it canfcarcelybe thought
even equitable, that the fervants and go-
moftahs in our employ, fhould, on any
complaint or mifdemeanor, be fubject to

their
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their determination. It is likewife a
known truth, that in every difpute con-
cerning property and money-matters, a
fourth part is appropriated for the fer-
vice of the government and officers. This
probably might not be infifted upon from
us, though its not being fo would, in all
likelihood, be rather prejudicial than the
contrary, as the other party might be
fubjeét to the eftablifhed cuftom of the
country, which if fo, it muft appear to
every one what a fuperior influence
would be acquired on that fide. But
. even independent of this cuftom, and
fhould it not be expedted or demanded
from ecither party, yet the integrity of
our propofed judges is fo little allowed
of, that it would be the higheft abfurdi-
ty ‘to expect it, or even to fubmit to
their having the leaft power or authority
over our people.  Should this be ever
permitted, it will not be prefumption
to declare, that we may then begin to
date the commencement of our declin-
ing influence in the country, and it
‘would moft certainly be productive of
| . continual
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continual broils, fhould we have fpirit
fufficient remaining, to refent the in-
juftice and indignities we muft in fuch a
fituation be expofed to.

SixTuLY,Tho” hethinksitimproperto
allow the officers of the government any
I_dnd of controul over our gomaftahs, yet
he is far from withing their adions
fhould be in any refpet uncontroulable.
Let the perfon injured, if not in our em-
ploy, lay his complaint before the ma-
giftrate of the diftrict he is in, to be by
him forwarded with the complainant to
the Prefident, or Chief and Council of
the different factories, as may be moft
near the diftri@® which the complaint
comes from; when the gomaitah {o com-
plained againft fhall be ordered down to
juftify himfelf; s to the accufation lodg-
ed againft him. Should the complaints
arife in parts diftant from cither the Pre-
-fidency or the fa&tories, he thinks acon-
fidence might be repofed in the gentle-
men employed as our agents in thofe
parts, as they are men of charaéter, and
their appointments have been approved

by
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by the members of the Board ; and each
depended upon to fettle the complaints
brought againft their own gomaftahs.
Should this not be approved, he can on-
Iy propofe the method pointed out as to
the determination of thofe difputes, that
may happen in the neighborhood of
the different fettlements, or by anaumeen
properly authorized to make an enquiry
into them. Itis neceffary we thould be-
come our own judges in all difputes,
in which we may poffibly be concerned.
Moft true it is, it has not the moft equi-
table appearance, but every gentleman
muft be convinced, how highly effential
fuch a privilege is, for the fupporting our
influence, and avoiding the chicanery
and perplexities of a Moorith Court.

ANp he cannot help thinking, but a
power fo lodged in our hands, is liable
to lefs abufes, and will be exercifed with
the ftricteft impartiality, notwithftand-
ing we may in fome refpects be intereft-
ed in the decifion of the caufe.

M.
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Mr. Billers’s Opinion.

THE firft part of the Prefident’s let-
ler to the Nabob contains the agreement
for our paying a duty of nine per cent.
on all articles for inland trade. The
Firmaun, and fubfequent treaties, are
certainly the only guides, which can en-
able us to form a proper judgment on
this fubje&, and having given the great-
eft attention to them, when read at the
Board laft Council-day, I think they
give us an undoubted right to trade duty-
free in all commodities whatever, either
for foreign or inland trade, upon the con-
fideration of our paying annually the
pethcufh therein ftipulated in lieu there-
of. Thefe being my fentiments of the
meaning of the Firmaun, &c. it follows
of courfe, that I muft difapprove of the
Prefident’s entering into an agreement,
which fo evidently deprives us of one of
the greateft advantages we have gained
thereby, and particularly of his having
done it on the bare fuppofition, that it
would be approved by the other mem-

bers
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bers of the Board. However, as the
Nabob's revenues would fuffer, were we
to carry on our commerce of every kind -
without paying any duties, I think it
would be proper, that fome reafonable
confideration thould be made him for
the privilege of the inland trade; but
that he fhould at the fame time be made
fenfible, that he is by no means enti-
‘tled thereto, and that it is entirely 2
mark of favour. : .
WiTH regard to the regulations the
Prefident has laid down for the determi-
nation of all difputes, which may hap-
pen between our agents and gomaftahs
and the country inhabitants, it is well
known, that thefe people cannot confine
themfelves within the Jimits of the au-
thority with which they are invefted.
The many daring infolences and oppref-
fions, which have been committed by
the Nabob’s officers, ever fince his or-
ders for thofe regulations were firft it
fued, are evident proofs of the truth of
this obfervation, and fufficiently point
out the impropricty of them, without
the
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the ufe of further argument. Upon the
whole, I think the Prefident might be de-
fired to recall this letter, left by fulling
into the hands of any of the Nabob's -
fucceflors, it might hereafter be ufed by
them as a plea for the fame purpofe for
which it was now defigned.

I nave already declared my opinion,
of the firft quere propofed, in giving
my fentiments on that part of the Prefi--
dent’s letter, which relates to the nine .
per cent. duty. With regard to the fe-
cond and third, I think the Company’s
duftuck thould be always granted equal-
ly for the inland as well as the foreign
trade, when it has been fettled whether
we fhall pay any, and what duty, as it
will effetually cut off all fubjeét of dif-
pute, by putting it out of the power of
the officers to meke any objeétions to the
paffage of the goods; and that none
but Company’s fervants thould have the
Prefident’s pafiport for the falt, which
may have paid the government’s dutics
at Hoogly.

As
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As to any difputes which may hap-

pen between our gomaftahs or agents,

and the people of the country, I think
the only fcheme for the determination
of them, will be to oblige the perfon,
who may think himfelf aggrieved, to
apply for redrefs to the neareft fa&tory,
whatever diftance it may be from the
place where the difpute happened, and
if he isnot content with their decifion, he
may appeal to the Governor and Council.
Mgr. BaTsown thinks the Prefident’s
letter to the Nabob detrimental to the
intercft of the Company, and the nation
in general; becaufe, by a forced and
groundlefs explanation, it invalidates the
privileges granted by the King's Firmaun,
and fundry hufbul-hookums, and con-
firmed by the treaties with Serajah Dowla
and Meer Jaffier. Such an explanatibn
coming from the Chief of the Englifh,
may give great advantage to Nabobs,
and to other European nations, in any
future negotiation, which we may hap-
pen to have with them. By this letter
alfo, the advantage of coining in the
mints

.
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mints of Dacca and Patna is given up ;
and, at the fame time, the Calcutta
mint rendered of little or no fervice, for
by our being prohibited from ufing any
authority over the fhroffs, the currency
of rupees, coined at Calcutta, will be
ftopped in moft parts of the country;
and this is aGtually the cafe at prefent, at
Coflimbuzar and Moorfhedabad. He
was much furprifed to fee thefe advan-
tages, which were fo firenuoufly con-
tended for many years together, given
up without any public confideration. He
thinks alfo, the faid letter tends to de-

{troy the national influence in this coun-
try, and to bring us into contempt, be-
caufe the form of addrefs, and feveral
expreflions are unbecomingly fubmiffive
and condefcending ; but chiefly becaufe
it fubmits the Englith ageats, not ex-
cepting the Company’s faGtories, to the
jurifdictionof theNabob’s officers, which
would immediately put a ftop to great
part of the private trade, and would fur-
nifh the Nabob with continual pretences
for fubjecting the Compdny to the fame

Vor. IL Bb oppref-
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oppreflions, which they underwent be-
fore the rupture with Serajah Dowla,
whenever he fhould think himfelf in a
condition to proceed to fuch lengths ;
he therefore thinks we fhould infift on
the Nabob’s fending back the faid ori-
ginal letter.

In anfwer to queftion the firft.
- He thinks by the Firmaun, hufbul-
hookums, and fubfequent treaties, the
Company, andunder them their fervants,
have a clear right to trade in every arti-
cle, whether for foreign or inland trade ;
which right itis our duty to preferve en-
tire and undifputed ; and that the argu-
ments ufed by the gentlemen, on the
other fide the queflion, to- prove the
contrary, do really prove nio more, than
that former Nabobs had the power
and means of hindering us from enjoy-
ing the King's grant in its full extent.

I~ anfwer to gueition the fecond.

He thinks we fhould acquiclce-in
paying the fame duties on’ falt and to-
bacco, that have been paid fince Meer
Jaffier's coming to the fubahthip; but

that
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that the fame thould not be agreed to by
any public deed or writing ; and here he
thinks proper to remark, that the falt
trade, being formerly farmed by Coja
Wazeed for an inconfiderable fum, could
be no great advantage to the Nabob’s re-
venue; and by means of the monopoly
he allowed the makers and dealers, at
the firft hand, a very fmall price from
twenty-five to thirty rupees per hundred
maunds; but fince the Englifh have had
a part of this trade, the price of falt has
rifen to feventy and cighty rupees per
hundred maunds at the aurungs ; from
hence any perfon, acquainted with the
country, muit fee, that from the Englith
trading in this article, the Nabob has
reccived benefit, net fuffered lofs; his
complaints on this head therefore pro-
ceed not from any real grievance.

IN anfwer to queftion the third and
fourth. =

HE thinks duftucks fhould be allow-
ed to the Company’s fervants in future
for fuch articles, but not to others.

IN anfiver to queftion the fifth.

B2 He
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He thinks the Englifh agents fhould
not be fubjected to the authority of the
country government.

Ix anfwer to queftion the fixth.

He thinks the bufinefs may be carri-
ed on as it has been before, without any
ill confequences; however, as a regula-
tion concerning difputes is required, he
thinks the officers of the government
may enquire into fuch matters, and
fend reports of them to the neareft Eng-
lith factory, or to the Preﬁdency, as they
may chufr..

Mq;ar Carnac's Opz‘m'm.

AT the confultation of the 17th of
January, major Carnac concurred in o~
pinion, with the whole of the gentlemen
then at the Board, on. the regulations
eftablithed by the Prefident and Mr. Haf~
tings ; and his reafons for fo doing were
firft, that he deems highly difhonorable
our being thereby fubjeéted to the Moor-
ifh jurifdiction, as this is acknowledg-
ing a dependency on the country go-
vernment, the deliverance from which

he
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he had ever regarded as the greateft hap-
pincfs refulting from our firft revolution;
nor can any but iniquitous decifions be
expected from courts of fuch notorious
partiality.  Secondly, Major Carnac
deems difhonorable, as alfo extremely
prejudicial to our trade, the agreeing to
the granting a duty upon all articles of
inland trade, without diftin&ion, none
of which were ever before fubjeéted to
daties fince the eftablithment of Meer
Jaffier, except falt and tobacco; and
thefe muft have been through condef-
cenfion on our part, as our having an
univerfal freedom of trade is fo particu-
larly fpecified, both by our Firmaun and
treaties, as not to leave the leaft room
for cavilling. Major Carnac, thirdly,
deems it a dithonorable conceffion (and
the gentlemen at Patna have fhewn it
will be detrimental to the Company} the
yielding up the coinage in the mint at
Patna, to which he believes we are en-
titled from our Firmaun ; but exclufive
thereof we had a very good claim, from
having conftantly enjoyed that privilege

Bbgj during
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during the time of the preceding Nabob.
The major, in confequence, thinks the
letter from the Prefident to the Nabob,
containing the faid regulations, fhould
be withdrawn. Thus much being pre-
mifed, anfwerson the part of major Car-
nac the firft and fifth queftions.

Witn refpect to the fecond and third
queftions, major Carnac is of opinion,
that whatever rights we may have from
our Firmauns, and our different treaties,
fhould be infifted on ; and therefore, that
the Company’s duftuck fhould be grant-
ed for all commeodities without excep-
tion ; and that no duties whatever {hall
be paid to the Nabob, bnt in licu there-
of a duty be levied upon duftucks for
the benefit of the Company. . However,
thould the Board think this would occa-
fion too great a diminution of the Na-
bob’s revenue, he hopes. they will not
confent to any other duties, but the con-
tinuance of thofe upon falt and tobacco,
the former ar the Hoogly rate, and the
ether according as has been paid at Dac-
ca; and that in fuch cafe, it will be
; clearly
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clearly explained to the Nabob, that it
is a pure indulgence from us, and which
we may retra&t at pleafure s the Com-
pany’s duftucks to be neverthele(s equal-
ly given for falt and tobacco, as for all
other articles of trade.

Ir it be determined to make a com-
pliment to the Nabob of a duty upon
falt, the other gentlemen of the Board
are the beft judges, how far the privi-
lege of trading therein ought to be ex-
tended ; and whether it fhould be con-
fined to the Company’s fervants or not.
Major Carnac begs leave to wave giving
any anfwer to the fourth queftion, not
being fufficiently mafter of the fubject.

TuaT the black people in our em-
ploy are guilty of great irregularities; -
and commit many abufes under the fanc-
tion of our authority, has been a fre-
quent fubject of complaint ; and it cer-
tainly behoves us to feek every pofiible
remedy thereto, except fuch an one a3
has been propofed, which is worfe than
the difeafe. There can be no difficuley,
at the places which are in the neighbor-

Bba hood
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hood of any of our fadtories, the chiefs
and council whereof fhould be empow-
ered to enquire into the conduct of the
Englith gomaftahs ; and we are not to
doubt, that the decifions will be fair and
equitable. In the places at a diftance
from our faftories, fuch as Rungpoor,
Gwalpara, &c. there are generdlly fome
Englith gentlémen of characer refident;
and thefe, in'cafes of complaints, thould
be directed by the Board to take infor-
mation upon the fpot,and to fpare nocoft
or pains to get at the truth, which fhould
~ be tranfinitted cither to the neareft fac-
tory, or to Calcutta; and upon convic-
tion of any gomaftah of mifbehavior,
the moft exemplary punifhinent (hould
be inflicted, in order todeter others from
the like practices.

Myr. Amyatt's Opinion.
MR. VANSITTART, in his minute
© of the firft of February, complains of
the harfh and indecent opinion of the
Board on the 17th of January, againtt’
his treaty entered into with the Nabob,
and
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and that his negotiation therein did
not merit fuch treatment from ws.
We were unanimous on the regu-
lations . being detrimental and difho-
norable, which every article contained
therein, I think clearly denounced.
The government formerly muft have
underftood, our Firmaun gave us a full
and extenfive trade, in every thing with~
out diftinétion, and as far as our gentic-
men were in capacity to carry on the
inland trade, theéy pra&tifed it for ma-
ny years. - But particular articles being
farined out by the government to parti-
cular perfons, our trading therein gave
umbrage ; and governor Stackhoufe, I
think, wag obliged to give a muchulca,
that the Englith would defift from for-
ther dealings in falt, filk, and beetle-
nut: this was at a time they could not
maintain, by force, the privilege of the
Delly grants, fo through neceflity com-
plied with. An order, at this time,
would have had the fame effet, but
they obliged the then Governor to in~

validate
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validate the Firmaun, by giving this

muchulca, which thewed they thought
our right good, and by compulfion, got
this paper to overfet our future preten-
fions, and has been ever fince the argu-
ment againft them, therefore detrimen-
tal and dithonorable. Mr. Vanfittart's
rencwing this muchulea, by adding an
additional duty to what we have already
paid through a condefeenfion, is doubt-
lefs detrimental ; the fubjeting us to the
Moarith laws, and which, to our honor
be it known, in the worft of times, we
never were ; but now not even an ap-
peal to the Nabob, or the Council, is men-
tioned; this doubtlefs is both detrimen-
tal and dithonorable. How prejudicial,
partial, and unjuft the nature of their
courts, cuftoms, and laws are, is fo well
known to you all, gentlemen, it is need-
lefs for me to take up your time, in giv-
ing my fentiments in full thereon. The
mentioning that our fervants, gomaf-
- tahs, &c. fhall not carry on trade by op-
preflions, &c. are difhonorable terms to
be inferted in a public treaty. Surely

the
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the Englifh juftice and honor, was fuf-
ficient for the government to be fatisfi-
ed, that we fhould feverely chaftife any
one of them, who dared to proftitute our
name by any illicit action, without mak-
ing it an article for them todo it. Ma-
ny complaints have appeared, but none
been proved, and I flatter myfelf none
will of any confequence. The Nabob’s
orders in circulating Mr. Vanfittart’s
treaty are difhonorable to us, and in a
- manner an at of hoftility, bidding us
open defiance.

Tue foregoing, were my reafons for
concurring with the reft of the Board,
on the 17th of January, in cenfuring
the Governor’s proceedings; and I am
alfo to remind you, that we thought he
had alfo been guilty of a breach of our
privileges, in atting without our con-
fent ; and I fhill think fo, for I folemn-
ly declare, I never fufpected he could
defire fuch an independent power on fo
material and national a concern ; or, I
imagine, thereft of the gentlemen would
have been more explicit and peremptory

in
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in their letters to him. Is it confiftent
withreafon, any Council hould give fuch
powers ¢
- DousTress Mr. Vanfittart will afk,
what regulations we wanted to have fet~
tled with the Nabob ? Which, we hop-
ed, from his influence with the Nabob
(for he feems to know no one elfe) would
be fuch, as tended to our advantage, and
not to his prejudice ; for if trade went
freely on, we would readily acquiefce in
paying the duties as had been hitherto
collected ; but the removal of feveral
vexations we had lately labored under,
was the point we wanted to fee happily
effected, and our goods, when certified
to be Englifh property, not to meet with
any impediment.

I Ax now come to the firft queftion.

Ture Nabob and Mr. Vanfittart feem
to think, and affert, we have not a liber-
ty to an unreftrained trade. We have,
gentlemen, carefully perufed all our Fir-
mauns, treaties, &c. and I think it clear-
ly appears to me we have. Therefore,
a5 the Nabob wants to invalidate thofe

grants,
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grants, we ought to have them properly
explained to him, and infift, on our parts,
to the utmoft of the Company’s prero-
gative, and demand the treaty back, and
deftroy it.

To the fecond, I am to fay, fince
the Nabob has wanted to impofe on us
a breach of our liberties, we fhould not
pay any duty onany thing, but fupport
‘our rights. 'The Company may want to
trade in thefe articles, when we confider
their vait tract of lands, and production
thereof, efpecially falt, on which article
theyraife a very large duty themfelves.

To the third and fourth queftions.

AccorDING to the above plan, duf-
tucks cannot be granted to any but Com-
pany’s fervants, unlefs it be for fuch
goods produced upon the Company’s
‘lands, and paid their duties; but eerti-
ficates fhould to fuch as haye paid the
Nabob's any where, on a proper rowana
being (hewn to the Governor's, or any
Chief’s, fatisfaction, that the Nahob’s
cuftoms have been duly difcharged.

To the fifth and fixth queftions.

Tue
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Tue fervants and gomaftahs of the
Englifh fhould not, on any account, be
under the leaft conftraint of the govern-
ment ; but 1 beg leave to defer fayingany
thing further on this head for the pre-
fent (how to regulate the difputes that
may happen betwixt them and the coun=
try government, and indeed amongthem-
felves) till fuch time as I have heard it
properly difcuffed at the Board, where
the mutualadvantages of thecountry, and
ourfelves, will be impartially confidered
and deliberated on.

Major Apams does not think the
agreement made with the Nabob, as con-
tained in the Governor's letter to him,
calculated to anfwer the end propofed by
it, viz. to fettle things on fuch a foot-
ing, as may prevent future difputes with
the country government, of whofe juf~
tice, Mr. Vanfittart feems in that treaty
to have entertained a2 much better opini-
on, than their fubfequent conduét thews
they deferve. "

In anfwer to the ficft queftion.

Major



Tranfactions in BENG AL, 383

Major Apawms is of opinion, that
by the Firmaun, and fubfequent treaties
(particularly the fecond article of that
with Serajah Dowla) the Englith Eaft
India Company are entitled to carry on
any kind of trade duty-free, and in any
part of the three provinces of Bengal,
Bahar, and Orixa. ' :

To the fecond queftion.

TuaT the above-mentioned Firmaun
and treaties, entitle the faid Company
to carry on their trade free from any du-
ties; but that to prevent as much as pof-
fible any difturbances in the country,
fuch duties as haye been colleéted on any
fpecies of trade, fince the laft revolution,
thould be continued, s

To the third and fourth queftions.

Major Apams is of opinion, that
as the privileges, in the above-mention-
ed Firmaun, &c. were granted to the
Englith Eaft India Company, they, and
their reprefentatives here, are the pro-
pereft judges for what and whom duf-
tucks fhould be granted ; and as he looks
upon the above queftions to be of a pri-

vate
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vate nature, begs to be excufed giving
his opinion upon them.

To the fifth queftion.

Major Apawms thinks, that the ex-
perience we have had of the tyrannical
and rapacious difpofition of the officers
of the country government, almoft ren-
ders this queftion unneceffary ; however,
as his opinion is required, with the reft
of the gentlemen at the Board, his duty
to the public obliges him to declare, that
he thinks it fhould by no means be al-
lowed. '

To the fixth and laft queftion.

Tuar whereverany confiderable trade
is carried on (however fardiftant) aCom-
pany's fervant fhould refide, invefted
with full power to enquire into any dif-
putes, and punifh the delinquents; and
that where the trade carried on is not
of confequence fufficicnt to require a re-
fident, upon any complaint againft go-
maftahs, or Englifh fa&tors, the perions
complained of fhould be immediately
fummened to the neareft Englith factory,
as well asall the evidences againft them;

and
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and that the Chief of each fa&ory, with
his Council, fhould be empowered to
inflict the fevereft punithment on (uch
gomaftahs or factors; if found guilty,
and that no expence fhould be fpared to -
bring oftenders to juftice, but fhould the
complaint be found to be falfe or frivo-
lous, the complainant thould"pay all the
cofts and damages.
The Prefident’s Opinian.

THE regulations contained in my let-
ter # to the Nabob, of the 26th of De-
cember, are fuch as appear to me to be
conformable to the true intent and mean-
ing of the Firmaun, and fubfequent trea~
ties, confidered with the Company’s or-
ders, relative to the trade of their fer-
vants, and particularly the 24th and 2g9th
paragraphs,inoneoftheirgeneral letters of
the year1748. Iam aware, that the abufes

* The file of this letter, is the flile which L
have always ufed, and the fame I underfland, which
was ufed by my predeceffors finice the troubles, No
Perfan letter, nor eaftern forms of expreffion, will
bear a_literst tranflation, They appear abfued in

European languages, although they are natural and
cuftomary in the Perfian,

Vor. II, Cc which
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which fome of the Nabob’s officers have
exercifed, upon the appearance of thefe
regulations, will be urged as an objec-
tion to them ; but this is arguing by
confequences ; and I anfwer, that thefe,
or whatever other regulations may be
propofed, will fometimes be abufed by
both parties, efpecially on their firft efta-
blithment ; and the only remedy for
this evil, is to punifh all fervants of ours,
who fhall break through rules, and in-
fift on the Nabob's doing the fame. Al-
though fome men are o licentious as to
break through all laws, it is not a rea-
fon why laws fhould be abolifhed,

_ Bur to proceed to the different arti-
cles objected to. It is faid that the in-
land trade, that is, the trade in falt and
other articles, produced in one part of
the country, and fent to another part of
the fame country for fale and confump-
tion, fhall not be carried on with the
Company’s duftuck, but fhall go with
the duftuck of the country government,
after paying them a duty of nine per
cent. The Firmaun fays, * that what-
ever goods and merchandize the gomaf-

tahs
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tahs of the Englith Company fhall
bring into any port or place of the pro-
vince by fea or land, or carry out, fhall
be free of duty.” For my part, I can
underftand this no otherwife, than that
the goods they fhall bting in from fo-
reign parts, may be tranfported to any
part of the province, by fea or land, du-
ty-free ; and the goods they purchafe in
any part of the province, may in like
manner be carried out. This] imagine
to be all the Company afked ; and it js
not to be fuppofed more was granted.
By fuch a trade, the country reaps the
benefit of the goods and money import-
ed; butall that is gained by us in traf-
ficking from place to place in the coun-
try, inarticles of its own produce, is in

effett fo much loft to the country.
Tue fubfequent treaties confirm the
privilege of the Firmaun; and particu-
larly the fecond article of the treaty with
Serajah Dowla declares, that < alf goods
going to, or coming from, any place by
land or water with the Company’s duf-
tuck, fhall be free.” It remains {till to
Cecz2 be
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be limited, by the Firmaun and the
Company's orders, for what occafions
the duftucks fhallbe granted; andI think
it behoves us greatly, to take care they
are not granted for any purpofe beyond
the intention of the Firmaun, and to an-
fwer thofe ends the Company had in
view, when they put themfelves to the
expence of applying for it.

Witn refpe@ to the power of our
gomaftahs, the Firmaun fays, ¢ that in
every place where they buy or fell, the
officers of the government” thall aflift
~them in their lawful demands; and every
merchant, weaver, or other perfon, up-
on whom the Englifh gomaftah fhall have

.. @ juft demand, the officers of the go-

vernment fhall oblige to pay it, and (uf-
fer no one to opprefs the gomaftahs, And
if any fervant of the Company being
in their debt fhall run away, the officers
of the government fhall take him up,
and deliver him to the chief of the fac-
tory.” The Nabob Jaffier Allee Cawn,
in his general funnud 1757, confirms all
the Firmaun privileges ; and adds, that

¢ the

'_.n; Ty
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“ the Company may buy or fell with-
out employing a banyan or broker; and
that the officers of the government fhall
affift them in all their juft demands.”
Nothing here can be faid to give our go-
maftahs power to decide theirowncaufes,
or make ufe of any force of their own ;
but they are to apply to the officers of
the government, and obtain redrefs thro'
their means. :

As to the coinage; there is an order,
granting the Company permiffion to coin
in the King's mint at Carreemabad; and
in cafe it can be done without lofs to the
King’s revenues, three days in the week,~"
are to be fet apart for the Englith Com- " "
pany’s bullion : but there is no particu-
lar indulgence as to the rate of coining 3
they are to pay the fame mint charges
as other merchants.  And this is all the
Nabob defired ; as I mentioned in my .
anfwer to Nobit Roy’s complaints ; of
which anfiver I gave Mr. Ellis a copy.
Befides, I think this privilege now un=:
neceffary, aswe have a mint of our own,
in which we may coin the rupees of

Cc 3 Dacca®
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Dacca and Patna, as we do of Moofhe-
dabad.

Ix regard to making tofalls, or falt
pans, in Sunderbund, I confefs, my let-
ter to the Nabob does not fully exprefs
what Tintended. T meant, that we ought
not to take away the grounds which o-
ther merchants have cleared, nor the .
workmen which they have hired, as ap-
pears by my letters to the chiefs of Chit-
tagong and Luckypoor, which I deli-
vered to the Nabob at the fame time.
As to trading by our gomaftahs with the
mountaincers, who came with cotton to
Rangamettee ; if it has been a cuftom
for that article to be farmed out by the
country government, and it is from that
only the revemue proceeds, I think we
have no right to overrule that cuftom.
Any innovations to the prejudice of the
- revenues of the country government, and
the exclufion of the country merehants,
from that fhare of the trade which they
have long enjoyed, I think fhould be
ﬂ."&"ﬂidﬂd, as fuch pmcaedi.nga mnﬁ ren-

der
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der us univerfally the obje&s of jealoufy
and ill-will,

To. the propofed queftions T there-
fore fay, ¥ '

FirsT, That I think we have not a
right by the Firmaun and fubfequent
treaties to carry on the inland trade, or
the trade from place to place in the coun-
try, in commodities produced in the
country ; but that we have a right to
carry on all other trade ciftom free.

SeconpLy, ThatI think duties ought
to be paid to the country government
on falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, and all o-
ther articles of inland trade, upon thofe
conditions ; fo that it may not hereafter
be difputed. T mean, that duties thould
be paid to the country government upon
articles produced in the country, and
fent from place to place in the country
for confumption there; but when fent
to Calcutta for confumption or exporta-
tion, they fhould go with the Compa-
ny's duftuck, and pay ‘no duties to the
country government.

Cc g In-
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IN fuch cafe the country has its ad-
vantage, in the vent given to their ma-
nufaCures or produce, by the trade of
this fettlement, and the Company re-
ceive the cuftoms; but on the inland
trade we pay no duties at all, unlefs we
pay to the country government 5 and yet
that trade will afford duties better than
any other.

Tuirpry and fourthly, I think the
Company’s duftuck fhould not be grant-
ed for any article. of inland trade; but
that certificates fhould be granted to ac-
company the duftuck of the country go-
vernmeat ; ~and that fuch certificates
fhould be granted equally to Company’s
{ervantsy. and any other licenfed Englith
merchants, who have-firft duly paid the
government’s duties, and got their duf-
tucks.

FirTuLy andfixthly, Ithink the Eng-
lifh gomaftahs fhould not be under the
controul of the officers of the country go-
vernment at thofeaurungs, which are un-
der the charge of any of the fubordinate
factories ; but in_cale of any complaint

againft
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againft them, the officers of the country
government thall apply to the chief of
the factory for redrefs ; and in cafe the
gomaftah has a difpute with, or demand
upon, any of the country people (not
the weavers, or other immediate fer-
vants of the Company) he fhall apply to
the officers of the government for re-
drefs ; and if the officers of the govern-
ment negle@, or refufe to grant it, the
gomattah fhall then make his complaint
to the chicf of the faftory, who fhall
require, and, if neceffary, exa&, an im-
mediate compliance, giving a full ac-
count of the matter to the Board.

But at thofe aurungs, which are not
under the management of any of the
Company’s factories, but only fome par-
ticulars have their agents or gomaftahs
there ; I think fuch an authority cannot
be trufted in their hands; nor indeed is
it poffible, as there may be feveral dif-
ferent gomaftahs in one place, who have
all an equal right to authority. I think
they fhould apply to the country govern-
ment for redrefs on 4ll occafions; and if

the
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the officers of the government do not
grant them the fatisfaction the matter
requires, the gomaftah may then make
his complaint to his principal, and he
to the Board, who will infift on the ne-
ceffary reparation for all unreafonable
lofles. I do not however mean, that in
cafe of complaint againft an Englith go-
maftah at fuch place, the officer of the
country government fhall have authority
to f{eize the gomaftah, ftop his goods,
or interrupt his bufinefs ; but he fhall
give him notice of the complaint, and
recommend to him to get it fettled ; and
in cafe the gomaftah refufes, or negle@s
to give fuch fatisfaction, as fhall appear
to the government’s officer to be reafon-
able, he may then tranfmit the com-
plaint to the Governor of Calcutta.

I sex nothing in the Firmaun, or
fubfequent treaties, which forbids the
government's officers from doing them-
felves juftice on fuch occafions ; but yet
the nature of the people is fuch, that it
would be dangerous to admit it; of

which
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which their prefent violent proceedings
are a fufficient proof.

Tue opinions having been all read
at the Board, the fam of the anfwers to
the feveral queftions ftands as follow.

To the firlt, viz. Whether the Fir-
maun granted a right to trade in all arti-

cles cuflom-free ?.
Ix the affirmative, Ten voices.
In the negative, with
refpeét to the mlmd} Two.
trade,

To the fecond, wiz. Whether any
eufloms fbould be paid on fome articles 2

In the affirmative, Seven.

In the negative, Five.

To the third, vrz. Whether the Com-
pany's duftuck fhould be granted for inland
trade ?

In the affirmative, Nine.

In the negative, Two.

Major Apams, filent. .

Tz fourth queftion, being altered by
the determination of the fecond, ftands
thus.

As
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As it is determined, that duties [ball
be allowed on certain articles, whether
certificates fball be granted to thofe who
pay that duty, but are not Company's fer-
vants? and it being accordingly put, the
fum of the opinions ftands as follow.

Ix the affirmative, Mef.

Hay, Cartier, ﬁmy-}Four voices.
att and the Prefident,

Ix the negative, Mef-
ﬁeursWatts,Marriutt,g H
Johnftone, Haftings, Six.

Billers and Batfon. )

Tue Majors Carnac and Adams, filent.

To the fifth and fixth queftions, v7z.
Whether the Englifb gomaftabs fhould be
[fitbjeit to the controul of the officers of the
government 2 and bow difputes between them
Should be fertled? The opinion of all the
Board, excepting Mr. Haftings, imports,
that the Englith gomaftahs (hall not be
under any actual controul of the officers
of the country government, but be re-

ftrained by fuch regulations as may be
laid down.”

Iam
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I am perfuaded, that my opinion will
be thought reafonable by all difinte-
refted perfons, and to contain as great
privileges ot private trade, as the Com-
pany ever intended their fervants fhould
enjoy ; more indecd than was confiftent
with their repeated orders. However,
neither my opinion, nor the Company’s
orders, could avail againft minds, which
were heated with the notion, that their
honor was at ftake, in fupporting the
party they were engagedin. Itwas re-
folved accordingly, that we had a right
to trade in falt, beetle-nut, and every
other article of inland trade, duty free,
and with the Company‘s duftuck, cqunl}jr
with the foreign trade; yet it appears,
as if the Council faw at the very time
the injuftice of their procceding, by
their admitting, that a fomething {hould
be paid to the Nabob, in conformity to
the ufual praétice ; not that the Nabob
had any right to demand it, but merely
as an indulgence which they were wil-
ling to allow him. The following are

the
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the proceedings relative to the fettling
of this point.

Extract of Confultation of the 1ff of
March, 1763.

“ AS it is the opinion of the majo-
rity of the Board, that a confi-
deration ought to be paid to the Nabob,
on certain articles of the inland trade, the
members from the {fubordinates areafked,
what duties they have hitherto paid? and
on what articles?
Mgr. CarTiER fays, that, at Dacea,
they ufually paid, ;
Onfalt,SiccaRs. 73 8 perioomds.
On tobacco o 4 per maund.
Mgr. BiLLErs fays, that, at Lucky-
poor, they ufually paid,
On falt, Dm.Rs. 9 14 3 perroomds.
On tobacco o 4 o per maund.
Mgz. MarrtoTT fays, that, at Chit-
tagong, and its diftriéts, nothing has
been paid. % Coffimbuzar, Patna, and
Malda, pay nothing.
From

® At thefe three places, n;:ithct falt, beetle-nut,
nor tobacco, were purchafed for the inland trade.
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CarcuTTA * pays nothing, except
on falt, about the rate of four and half
Sicca rupees per 1co maunds, paid at
Hoogly.

Tue trade, in the article of tobac-
co, has been carried on from the laft
mertioned places with a duftuck.

Tuzse informations being had, the
following queftion is now put to be an-
fwered to-morrow.

How much fball in future be pmd on
Jalt, or other articles of inland trade,
wbich are carried from one place in the
country to another, for fale and confimp-
tion

Mg. Hay defires, that the following
queftion may likewife be put.

Whether the falt, and other produce of
the Company's lands, are to pay duties to
the country government, or nat?

Axp Mr. Watts the following.

Whether we bave not a right to con
bullion in the mints of Patna and Dacca,
and on what terms 2"

THE

# At Calcutta, no other article of inland trade
was purchafed excepting falt.
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Tue next day, the 2d of March, the
opinions were colle@ed as follows.

Mr. Watts's Opinion.

“'Tur majority of the Board yefterday
were of opinion, that by our Firmaun,
hufbul-hookums, and fubfequent trea-
tics, we had a right to trade in any ar-
ticles produced or bought in the Indof-
tan empire ; and that in purfuance of
the above privileges no duties ought to
be paid; and that duftucks ought to be
granted with any articles, either falt,
beetle-nut, tobacco, or any other ; but
as former Nabobs had colleéted duties
on fome articles (tho” contrary to the
privileges granted us) they wete willing
fome confideration thould be made to
the Nabob. For my own part; I am
ftill of the fame opinion; that no da=
tics fhould be paid on any articles ; and
I (hall always efteem it as an opening
left for the prefent Nabob, to make a
further infringement on our privileges
when opportunity may offer. Nor do
I fee any reafon for this indulgence to

. be
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be given a man, who has fpared no pains
to degrade the name of the Englith;
taken every opportunity to infult our
flag ; hasalmoft totally ftopt our bufinefs
for near fix months paft, and infulted this
Board, by attempting to enforce a trea-
ty, executed by the Governor only, and
that by threats and arms.

His letter to Mahomed Allee, collec-
tor at Dacca, is a fufficient proof of the
firft; and Mahomed Allee’s letter to the
Sickdar of Sundeep, could not be writ-
ten but by his order.

HowevER, as the majority of the
Board are for making fome allowance, I
think two and a half per cent. on the
rowana, on falt only, is full fufficient;
but as tobacco has only paid duties in
fome parts, and duftucks been granted
with it from others, I think that we
ought not to pay any duties on it.

Tae falt produced on the Company's
lands ought not to pay duties.

Tue right to coin bullion in the
mints of this empire is fully confirmed

Vor. IL. Dd by
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by an exprefs * hufbul-hookum, No. 21,
that two and a quarter per cent. is what
Juggutfeet paid to the government, and
much about what the Dutch pay ; there-
fore, I think we ought to have the pri-
vilege of coining all the Company’s mo-
nies, in anyof the mints of the three
provinces, at two and a quarter per cent.
which is more than fufficient to defray
the charges of coinage. .
Myr. Marriott’s Opsnign.

Mg. MaRrrioTT is of opinion, that
in confequence of the government’s col-
lke@ting a duty on falt, and which we
have for the moft part acquiefced in, a
duty fhould be paid the government, of
two and a half per cent. on the rowana
price, as it appears all the rowanas run
at that rate ; but as he looks upon it as
an infringement of the Firmaun privi-

lege,

* Here once for all I will remark, thata huibul-
hookum, & they call it, is nothing more than a
writine from the vizir, enjoining 2 fAri& obedience
to the Km ¢'s Firmaun, hut conveys no diftinct or
further pririlcgc:. The Firmaurd gives us leave to
coin, but without mention of the rate, and of courfe
we fhould pay as other merchants. No hufbul-

Hookum exprefles more.
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lege, the Nabob ought to be informed
it is a conceffion on our part; that this
duty of two and a half per cent. fhould
be paid at one place, and no other de-
mands made on any occafion, or boats
ﬁupped with falt on any pretence, hay-
ing the droga's receipt on the back of
the Company’s duftuck. That the falt
pmduced on the Compuny s lands ﬁwulﬂ
pay duty, as it has hitherto done,

thcrc having been no diftinftion made.
That tobacco, and beetle-nut, ought not
to pay duties, as duftucks for thofe arti-
cles have generally been given, and no
duties paid at the place they were pro-
duced at, except at Dacca and Lucky-
poor, on the fale of the former, which
appears to have been an arbitrary thing,
as the duty on thatarticle ought certain-
ly to have been colleéted at every place.
TaAT inregardtotheexchangeof mo-
ney, as we have anundoubted right to coin
ficcas from our Firmaun and funnuds,
we ought to infit on what we coin
thould pafs; but to obviate any lofs, that
might arife by batta on ficcas of a dif-
Dd 2 ferent
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ferent mint at another place, we thould
get flamps of the feveral mints, where
we may have occafion to fend money,and
coin with thofe ftamps accordingly.

Myr. Hay's Opinion.

I nave already given my opinion,
that no duties fhould be paid; and as I
can conceive no reafon for paying any,
but to fhew that we will not prefs our
rights harder on the prefent Nabob, than
we did on the laft; I therefore think if
any duty is paid, it fhould be the fame
as in Meer Jaffier's time.

I Tuink the Company, and their fer-
vants, who carry out the produce of the
Company’s lands with a duftuck, thould
pay no duties.

I TriNk, by the grants from Delly,
that we have a right to coin and recoin
moiney in the Nabob’s mints; and that
it fhould be done at the rates the Com-
pany receive from perfons that coin and
recoin in their mirnts, which is about the
fame that has hitherto been paid at Patna,

Mr.
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Mpr. Johnftone's Opinion.

TuAT we have 2 right to a free trade
without paying duties of any kind,
whenever our duftuck is granted, and
~ that it fhould be granted for ali articles

of gruff, &c. for the inland traffick and
confumption in the country, as well as
for goods imperted and exported, I ex-
prefled in my minute of yefterday ; but
as the majority were for acquiefcing to
continue to the Nabeb, as 2 point of fa-
vor, not of right, a certain allowance
on falt, tho' I diffent from all fuch al-
lowance in any manner, as it is efta-
blithing by cuftom, though not by right,
a duty upon an article that makes fo
very confiderable a part of the produce
and revenues of the Company's lands,
and which they may hereafter probably
difapprove ; yet, as the queftion now
ftands, that fomething fhould be conti-
nued to be paid to the Nabob, and it
is demanded- what that thould be; two
end a half per cent, on the rowana price,
1 think the moft that thould be paid.

Dd 3 THE
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Twue article of tobacco having been
hitherto carried on with the Company’s
duftuck towards Coffimbuzar, Malda,
and Patna, from Calcutta, and no rowa~
na ever taken out for it, at Dacca and
Luckypocr, where only it has ever been
paid ; I lookon our right to grant duf-
tucks for this article as fully eftablifhed,
as on any other gruff article, for which
the Company now grant their duftuck.
"This I think may be done with as.much
right, in virtue of our Firmaun and
treaties, as for any articles of confump-

tion to be imported to Calcutta, which

the Prefident propofes fhould be carri-
ed on without duties, and on which, be-
fore therevolution, we paid as well as
on any other article.

As the Calcutta ficcas cannot pafs
at Dacca, and Patna without a difcount,
contrary to the treaty for eftablithing our
mint; and the currencyof the Calcuttafic-
cas thro' the three provinces, without Bat-
ta,andthe Naboh Meer Jaffier on this con-
fideration granted perwanahs for coining
the fum neceffary for the bufinefs of the

- factories
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faGories at Patna and Dacea, T think
we havea juft claim to coin as formerly
fo much in thofe mints at two and a
quarter per cent. which I think better
than ftamping ficcas of thofe places in
our mints, as it appears by the example of
our Moorfhedabad ficcas, that the (hroffs
will always elude this methed, and not
receive thofe rupees but at adifcount.
Myr. Haftings's Opinion.

. M=. HasTiNGs is of opinion, in
anfwer to queftion the firft.
" THAT nine per cent. on the prime
coft of each article fhould be paid to
the government, which he judges to be
pretty nearly the fame with the daty paid
by other merchants. '

T o queftion the fecond. Thatevery =
article of inland trade being produced,
tho’ not in equal abundance, upon the
- Company’s lands, to except them from
the duty levied upon the fiame articles
produced in other parts, would be a
fource of continual frauds and difputes
with the government; and that there-
foreall fuch goodsthould be taxed, ornone:
: ‘. Dd g At 5 1o
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T o queition the third. That we have
na fuch right of coining in the Nabob’s
mints, nor the leaft pretence to claim
it, that he knows of.

Mr. Cartier’s Opinion.

M. CarTier thinks, that no du-
ty thould be paid on any article of our
trade but falt, 45 he finds tobacco has
paid no duties in any part of the coun-
try but Dacca and'Luckypoor ; and has
ever been confidered, by the gentlemen
in Calcutta who have traded in it, as free
from any, and duftucks procured from
the Prefidency ; Coflimbuzar, Patna ihﬂ
Malda, circulating the fame.

TuaT we thould likewife infift upon
the privilege of coining in the feveral
mints ‘of the provinces, unlefs we can
enforce the currency of the different fpe=
cies of rupees, agreeable to the fixed
batta of the place they may be feat to,
which will render any apphumm on this
head unnon:ﬂ'ary

THAT the Ralt produced in the Com-
Hny s fands fhould be fubje@ to the
{fame duty, asw‘hatmyheproducedm
other parts of the country. Mr.
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M. Billers’s Opinion.

As it is agreed by the Board, to pay
a duty on certain articles of the inland
trade, I give it as my opinion, that falt
is the only article which ought to pay
cuftom to the country government, that
two and half per cent. on the rowana
price (hould be the ftipulated rate, and
that the produce on the Company’s lands
fhould pay the fame. . :

I THink we have a right to recoin
the Company’s money cither at Patna or
Dacca, on paying two one-fourth per
cent. being the ufual cuftom paid hi-
therto at Patna.

: - Mr. Batfon’s Opinion.
* Mr. BATsoN, in anfwer to the fe-
veral queftions propofed in confultation
of the 22d of February, gave his opi-
nion, that we fhould acquiefce in paying
the fame duties on falt and tobacco, that
have been paid fince Meer Jaffier's com-
ing to the Subahthip ; but that the fame
fhould not be agreed to, by any publick
deed or writing. The Prefident yefter-
day propofed the fame queftion, to be
anfwered
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anfwered again by yes or no, without ex-
planation ‘or reftriGtion.  Mr. Batfon
therefore thinks proper to explain him-
If further on this head. He thinks,
we fhould continue tacitly to acquicfce
in paying fuch duties on falt and tobacco,
and at fuch places only, as we did in
Meer Jatfier's time, that the Nabob may
not complain of our ufing him worfe, in
any refpeét, than we ‘did Meer Jaffier ;
but that we fhould not even make any
publick declaration thereof, much lefs
agree to it by any publick deed. He fur~
ther thinks, no new treaty thould be en-
tered into with the Nabob on this head;
but that we fhould infift on his adhering
ftrictly to thofe made with Serajah Dowla
and Meer Jaffier.

Tuat he does not fee any reafon for
making a diftin&ion in regard to goods
produced in the Company's lands ; and
thinks we have a right to coin in the
mints of Patna and Dacca, and that it
fhould be done at the famerate, it was
in Meer Jaffier's time.

Major
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Major Carnac's Opinion.

- Major Carnac has given it as his
opinion, that no duties whatever fhould
be given to the Nabob : however, a ma-
jority of the Board having determined,
that a confideration fhould be paid for
certain articles of trade; major Carnac
thinks it thould only be upon fuch arti-
cles, for which the Nabob can: plead
our conftant pratice, ‘and this cannot
be done of any other commodity, fave
falt; the moft equitable ftatement for
which feems to be; to pay the fums {pe-
cified in the rowana, viz. two and half
per cent, -

Major Carnac hopes, - whatever

allowance may be agreed on, the Board
will be particularly careful to have it ex-

plained to the Nabob, thatit is a matter
of favor, not of right.
Mr. Amyatt’s Opinion.

T nEe general opinion of the Board be-
ing, we had an undoubted right to trade
free from any duty whatever; but that
the prefent Nabob fhould enjoy a reve-
nuc equal with his predeceflors, they a-

greed
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greed to pay him a confideration for fuch
inland trade, to which Mr. Amyatt rea-
dily concurs ; and thinks the confidera~
tion now to be allowed, is intended to
amount to as much as was before, and
is now paid; fo thatall the inland trade
in general fhould be taxed to pay this
charge, as every article can equally bear
it; and a duty of two per cent. fhould
be levied on all articles purchafed in any
part of the country, to be fent and fold
in another part. But to prevent any im-
pediments in carrying on our bufinefs,
or vexations from defigned delays in re-
ceiving this duty by the government’s
people, he would propofe, that all goods
pafs with a Company’s duftuck, which
duftuck being carried to the buxbundar,
they are immediately to receive their two
per cent. and give a receipt for the a-
mount upon the back of the duftuck ;
and then thofe goods are free to pafs,
and be fold any where.

MR. AmMyATT is of opinion, fincean
allowance upon falt is agreed om, it
fhould be equally granted upon that

which
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which is made in our own perganahs.
With refpeé to the mint at Patna and
Dacca, he fees no occafion for the un-
limited ufe thereof; and the fum -we
have demanded to be yearly coined there,
being fufficient for all reafonable pur-
pofes, heisof opinion, thatand no more
thould be infifted on.

Major Adams’s Opimion.
- Major Apawms efteems his opinion
fufficiently exprefled in his minute of
yefterday, in anfwer to the fecond quef-
tion propofed the 1g9th, namely, that the
duties which have hitherto been paid
(hould continue to be fo, to prevent dif-
tarbances, and -embroiling our aﬂ"alr:
with the country government.

Thke Prefident’s Opinion.
~ As I am of opinion the inland trade
from place to place in the country, in
articles of the produce of the country, is
not comprehended within the privi-
leges of the Firmaun, and confequently
that we have no right to infift, or expeét
to carry it on cuftom-free; fo I think,if
we find'it for our advantage to carry it

on,
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on, we muft be fatisfied with the {fame
terms as other merchants, and pay the
eftablithed King’s duties at every place,
unlefs we can agree with the Nabob for
an equivalent.

. By all the informations I could get
on this fubje&, 1 find, that from this
place to Patna, the King's duties are -
collected on falt at fix different places,
viz. Hoogly, Moorfhedabad, ar Ja-
linghy, Rajemahl, Carrigola, Baugle-
poor, and finally, the dewannee duty upo
the fales at Patna. _ :

Tue amount of thefe, reckoned at
the loweft of the feveral informations I
took, was more than twenty-five rupees
per hundred maunds; or if we reckon
them at what is faid to be the regular
King’s dutics, at every place where du-
ties are colledted, that is, two and a half
per cent. the amount will be fifteen per
cent.

OnN tobacco it 'appears, that both at
Dacea and Luckypoor they have pdid
four anas per maund ; which reckoning

the



' Tranfaitions in BENGAL. 415

the coft two mpees per maund, will
turn out above twelve per cent.- '

O~ beetle-nut it appears, they have
‘hitherto paid no duties ; but for my part,
I can conceive no other diftin&ion be-
tween what ought to pay duties to the
country government, and what not, but
this of foreign trade ; that is, goods im-
ported, and goods bought for exporta-
tion ;. and snland trade, in articles of the
produce of the country from place to
place in the country ; the firft of which,
being a Firmaun privilege, pays duties
to the Company, and goes with their
duftuck ; the fecond, I underftand not
to be a Firmaun privilege ; it goes from
place to place in the country, without
paying any duties to the Company; and I
think the government has as much right
to their cuftom from us on fuch trade,
as from other merchants.

Uron the whole, I think nine per
cent. on the prime coft of the goods 2
very eafy and advantageous accommoda-
tion for the Englith dealers in this trade;
and as the Nabob has confented to aceept

that,
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that, as an-equivalent for all demands
throughout the three provinces, I am |
of opinion, we fhould readily agree to it,
and obtain a confirmed right to what has
hithertobeenalwaysdifputed; and I muft
add, that I think it is a tax which the
trade will well bear,

- Reckonixe falt at eighty rupees per
hundred maunds, which is a high price
for the prime coft, we fhall pay only fe-
ven rupees and a quarter per hundred
maunds. With refpe& to the produce
of the Company’s lands, I think the mer-
chants who deal in that fhould pay cuf-
toms equally with others, as they have
always hitherto done to the country go-
vernment, upon what has been carried
up the country, and to the Company
themfelves upon what has been import=
ed at Calcutta.

As to our right by former grants to
coin in the King’s mints, it may be
doubted, whether the grant to hold 2
mint ourfelves does not fupercede the
former ; but fuppofing it does not, and
that we have vet a right to coin in the

King’s
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King's mints, it is not with any parti-
cular indulgence ‘as to .the rate of the
coinage, but we mult pay the fame mint
charges as other merchants.”

It wasno eafy matter to determine
who were the majority, and what was
their opinion ; butat length it was re-
. folved, that the majority of the Board
were agreed, that two and a half per
cent. on the rowana price, fhould be the
eftablithed cuftom on falt ; that the arti-
cle of falt only fhould pay a cuftom to
the country government, and this as a
compliment, a faver, a confiderations
" not a right.

I serieve it will be hard to produce
an inftance like this, of a queftion of fo
much confequence being determined, by -
fuch a ftrange confufion of voices; and
indeed nothing can be more abfurd than
the determination itfelf ; forif they were
of opinion, the Mogul King's Firmaun
did convey fuch an unlimited extent to
our private trade, the point had better
have been fettled at once, that nothing

Vou. II. Ee fhouid
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fhould be paid ; if on' the other hand,
they began to perccive they had been
mifled, and that the Firmaun did not
convey fuch an unlimited extent, then
they fhould have refolved to carry it on
like other merchants ; or if they meant
to go by former precedents, they fhould
have paid fuch duties as had been paid
before, not only on falt, but tobacco
likewife. Upon the whole,. they neither
did juftice to themfelves, nor to the Na-
bob, nor to foriner cuftom ; but made
an arbitrary rule, which any majority of
the Council, may at any time annul, and
form another with equal right.
Wuen the Council defired me to
fettle a regulation of the private trade on
a folid plan, either they meant to ac-
knowledge fome rights in the Nabob,
or clfe pretended to mean fo, purpofely
to deceive me, and qggravate, by this ar-
tifice, our difputes with the government.
If they had refolved to acknowledge no
rights, they fhould have defired me to
declare to the Nabob, that he muit not

attempt to reftrain the Englifh or their
gomaftahs,
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gomaftahs, nor demand cuftoms of any
kind, nor hinder their carrying their
trade in all articles to all corners of the
country. If this was their refolution, I
fay, they fhould have declared it then,
and I would have endeavored to make
the Nabob fubmit to it, until he could
get redrefs from the court of dire@ors ;
but I believe the truth is, that the Coun-
cil, at the time they defired me to fettle a
plan, and fent me the account of duties
paid at Luckypoor for my guidance, did
really mean to pay duties, and acknow-
ledge the Nabob's rights, but other no-
tions were inflilled into them afterwards.
THEN they affeé to be furprized, that
I found my authority on the plain fenfe
of the words of their letter, of the 1 5th
of November, and * fay, that their an-
fwer to Mr. Haftings and me, dated the
27th of December, plainly demonftrates,
that they never gave, nor intended to
give me power to conclude thofe regula-
tions, or any other. It is true, their
Eec z . letter

*® See Mr, Amyatt's Minute of the 3d of Febru-
ary, p. 257.
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letter of the 27th of December contra-
dicts the former; butl could not with-
out the gift of prophecy know, that
they meant nothing by their firft letter,
and that they would contradi& it by ano-
ther, which was to reach me, after I had
taken leave of the Nabob.

Mgz. HasTings, at the confultation
of the 2d of March, defired leave to fay
fomething further in explanation of that
article of his opinion, of the firft, which
related to the ﬁ:ttiu,"g‘ proper bounds of
authority between the government's
officers, and the Englith gomaftahs.
This additional minute was as follows.

~Mr.Haftings's Minute of the2d of March.

s IN the confultation of yefterday, it
having been entered as the unani-
mous opinion of the Board, with the fin-
gle exception of myfelf;, that the Eng-
lifa, gomaitahs fhould be fubje& to no
controul from the government; I muft
beg leave to fubjoin another argument
to what I have already faid upon the
fubjeét,
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fubje&, in favor of this fingularity of
fentiment.

Ix all affairs relating to our conneéti-
ons with the country government, one
obje& we fhould ever keep in view, as
of the higheft importance to the future
welfare of the Company. I ntean, the
duration of their acquifitions, and influ-
ence in this country. Whatever may
ferve to perpetuate and fix thefe advan-
tages, though attended with a prefent
inconvenience, thoald He-invariah]y pur-
fued: and whatever prefent or tempo-
rary conveniencies have a tendency to de-
ftroy them, or to change our connecti-
ons, fhould be for the fame reafon re-
Je€ted.  An union between two powers,
which ftand in feed of each other’s af:
ﬁﬂmgu_, and whofe interefts agree, may
endure for ages: but where that mu-
tual dependence is wanting, and their in-
terefsare perpetually clathing, the great-
eft efforts of human wifdom will fearce-
. Iy be able to unite them on any folid
foundation. Such unfortanately is our
fituation in our alliance with the Nabob.,

Ee 3 His
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His power, if properly fupported, and
a mutual confidence were eftablifhed be-
tween us, would indeed afford us the
greateft benefit and fecurity. But the
chief fource of difcord between us, arifes
from the intricacy of our conneétions
with him.  Our lands (the leaft {ubject
indeed of contention, becaufe divided
by known and fixed boundaries) lie clofe
to, and even in the midft of his. Our
trade is circulated through every part of
his country, and our agents and depen-
‘dents intimately blended with his fub-
jedts, without any bounds to mark out
the extent of his authority, and our own
privileges.

It is now propofed to fix fuch a li-
mitation, by abfolving every perfon em-
ployed in our fervice from the Jurifdic-
tion of the government. This, it is true,
will prevent their fuffering any oppre(-
fion, but it gives them a full licence of
opprefling others ; fince whatever crimes

may commit, the magiftrate muft
patiently look on, nor dare even to de-
fend the lives or properties of the fub-
jects

/
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je&ts entrufted to his care, without a
violation of our rights and privileges.
Such is the expedient propofed for the
fecurity of our trade, and for preferving
the tranquility of the country |

Sucn a fyftem of government cannot
fail to create in the minds of the wretch-
ed inhabitants an abhorrence of the Eng-
lith name and authority ; and how will
it be pofiible for the Nabob, whillt he
hears the cries of his people, which he
cannot redrefs, not to with to free him-
felf from an alliance, which fubjeés him
1o fuch indignities ?

I rorBEAR, at prefent, to take notice
of the methods, which are to be em-
ployed as checks of fuch a licentioufhefs 3
but fhall briefly obferve, that if the
Chiefs of the fa&ories are to be made
the judges in all ciufes, in which their
gomaftahs are.concerned, whatever their
integrity may be, or how unbiaffed fo-
ever their judgments ; yet fuch is the
infatuation of mankind (not to fpeak of
Bengallees alone) that in ninety-nine’
cafes out of an hundred,” they will raz:

Ee s ther
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ther fubmit to oppreflion, than forfake
their houfes, and travel with a crowd
of witnefies to the neareft factory in
queft of jullice, when they belicve their
judge to be interefted in the fuit againft
them ; as there will be few inflances, in
which it will not be in the power of the
gomaftah to conneét his own frauds or
rogueries with the intereft of his em-
Ployer, fo as to make it hazardous to
chaftize him.” '

AT the fame confultation a letter was
received from Daccn,_iqclpﬁng a copy
of one which Mahomed Allee, the col-
le&or there, had received from the Na-
bob, on the fubjeét of a complaint I had
made of fome bales of cloth belonging
to me having been ftopped. The Nabob
reprimands Mahomed Allee, for not dif-
tinguifhing between the foreign trade,
which would go with'a duftuck ; and
the inland trade, which alone was to
Pay duties ; and in the pofticript, for-
bids him to moleft any gomaftahs,” or_to
demand duties upon goods, which fhould
have the Company’s, or my duftuck. I

wrote
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wrote to the Nabob immediately to ex-
plain to him, that one and the fame duf-
tuck was ever ufed for the Company’s
goods and mine, and all other gentle-
men’s in the fervice ; and that his giv-
ing a particular order in favour of my
gomaftahs, was not what I expeéted,
but defired to fare like others ; and that
his exprefling any particular regard to
my intereft, would only give people an
. Opportunity of attempting to injure my
reputation. The Nabob’s letter, and
my addrefs to him on the fubje&, are
entered in the margin *. They are of
fo

. a liser the Nabob
Copy of ﬁ:um to Mahomed

By a letter from the Governor T un
“ that with regard to the merchandize of the coun-
¢ try, viz. tobaceo, falt, beetle-nue, and dried
s whichudiﬂiuntplzcumpurchﬂ’:dmﬁfold,
“ tho’ they want to pay g per cent. yet you are
“ defirous of fopping the bufinefs, and will not
““ pay any regard to it, but endeavour to interrupt
“¢ the trade; that you likewife demand duties on the
“ Cofpany’s cloth, which has the Company’s duf-
“ tuck, and never Was known to pay an « duties,
& That Coja Afkafuc, through the means of Coja
% Wanis,
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{o little confequence, that I fhould not
have fwelled this Narrative with them,
but that it will appear in the fequel,
that Mefficurs Johnftone and Hay. did

: zedlly

« Wanis, was appointed to tranfac theGovernor’s
< private bufinefs at Dacca, and had, agreeably to
« the Company’s duftuck, provided thirty bales of
< cloth, twenty-eight of which he fent before, and
¢ afterwards the two others; but you intercepted
<« them, and demanded duties thereon; and with-
« gut reafon demanded duties on cloths, and on the
« Company's purchafes, that before never paid

&L ll']}l"“

“Tue Governor and myfelf have agreed, that
on the Company's exports and imports, having
a duftuck, no duties fhall be demanded by any
one; and whatever goods are purchafed and fold
within this country, being the produce of this
country, fhall pay g per cent. at the place where
they are bought, A copy of the agreement I be-
fore fent to you ; but it is amazing you will not
obferve the contents, but interrupt the Company’s
goods. - Now I frily order you to examine well
the agreement, and aét according to it. You are
not to make any demand on goods at any of the
Company’s places of trade, having the Company’s
duftucks ; but on whatever goods are purchafed,
being the produce of the country, you are to take
g per cent. at the place where they are purchafed d

an
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really make fuch an attempt, although
1 did not fufpe it at that time.

Tug 4th of March, Meflieurs Car-
tier, j})h:ﬂ’lom: Hay, ﬁﬁip; and Bolts,

- joined

and never in any refpeét deviate from the agree-
ment. - This firiétly obferve.

P.S. The Governor writes, that you impede
the gomaftah for his private bufinefs ; there is no
mention of private or public in the agreement ; yet,
as he is my true friend, I now write, that if the
faid gomaftah has the Company’s or the Governor’s
duftuck, you are not to impede him.

Extras of a Letter from the Governor #o the Nabob.

THe Chief of Dacea fent me the copy of a letter
wrote by you to Mahomied Allee Beg, in which he
is flrictly charged to take cuftoms according to my
agreement ; and (although there is no diftinétion of
perfons mentioned in the agrecment, yet, as [ have
a proper friendfhip for you) not to interrupt the
gomaftahs employed in my trade, who fhall be pro-
vided with my duftuck, or the Company’s. The
regulations containedin that letter, or agreement of
mine, which I wrote in anfwer to your perwannah,
in order to put an end to the difputes between your
people and the Englith gomaftahs, cannot now take
place ; becaufe that, through the injurious beha-
viour of Mahomed Allee Beg, and Syed Jelaul
Bocary, and the other officers of the fircar, greater

difturbances

A
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joined in a reprefentation to the Board,
of obftruétions they met. with in their
privati: trade at Rairfgﬁmqtt:_;. The in-
juries complaied of were fuchy as re-
quired immediate redrefs; it was re-
folved thercfore to fend a party of fee-
poys to feize the fougedar, and free the
bufinefs which was ftopped.

Turs was followed by a like com-
plaint from Patna, of their opium bufi-
nefs being obftruéted at Bahar, and du-
ties dernanded ; but it concluded with
advifing, that they fhould fend a party of

feepoys to protet their gomaftahs.
: Axp

difturbances have arifen than ever. This I have
already acquainted you with. You order Mahomed
_ Allee riot to interrupt any trade which fhall be pro-
vided with my duftuck, or the Company's. All
the duftucks granted, cither for my goods, or other
gentlemen’s, are the Company’s, and the fame
which have ever been eftablifhed. I reprefented to
you, that no interruption muft be given to the trade
of the Englifh, and did not fpeak of my own in
particular; becaufe my bufinefs, and that of other
gentlemen, is on the fame footing ; and the dif-
tinftion you make in my favour, can only gain me
an ill name,
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Anxp the fame day a general refolu-
tion was taken, pcnr:ernmg the. difputes
which might happén in future between
the officers of the" country government
and our gomafiahs, to the following
purport. *

Exp or Vor. 1L

y2-
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