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NARRATIVE%

Tnausac'rmns in BENGAL

Extratt of Confultation of the 5th qf‘
March, 1763:
s 3 Eﬂ AKING oW into ¢ mnﬁdcra-
b: tion the nca:ﬁfary regulations
}Lﬂ.ﬂ for reftraining our agents and
gomaftahs, from interfering with any
affairs of the country government, in-
* juring the people; or Peing injured by
them, and for dncidmg of dxfputcs which
may arife between them: It is agreed,.
First, Thatatallthofeaurungs which
are adjacent to, or under the manage-
ment of the fubordinate factories, the
gomaitahs, in cafe of.being injured by

' any of the officers of the government or |

their dependents, {hall firft make their
Vou. III. ‘B apph-

=




2 A NARRATIVE of the

application for redrefs, in writing to the
officer of the government, refiding on
.the fpot; from whom, if he does not
receive immediate fatisfa&ion, he thall
fend his complaint to the chief of the
neareft factory, who fhall be empowered
to take cognizance of the fame, and de-
mand, or exalt, if neceffary, the fatis-
faction which the cafe may require ; but
thatit is to be underftood in refpect of
weavers, pykars, and all others who re-
ccive advances of money for goods to be
provided, or are indebted for goods
bought, the gomaftahs fhall retain their
power as ufual, to call fuch perfons to
account. That, on the other hand,
where the government’s people fhall have -
reafon to complain againft Englith go-
maftahs or agents, they fhall give the
faid agent or gomaftah notice of the
complaint in writing, requiring and re-
commending to him to fettle it in an a-
micable and equitable manner ; and in
cafe the agent or gomaftah refufes, or
negledts, to fettle it in fuch manner, as
thall appear realonable to the govern-

ment's .



Tranfactions in BENG AL. 3

ment’s officer, he fhall then tran{mit an
account of it to the chief of the neareft
Englith factory, and' deliver a copy of
the faid account to the gumaﬂah. And
the chief of the fattery is hereby requir-
ed to examine friély into the affair,
and decide it according tojuftice, giving
a eopy of his determination to the officer
of the government, who made the com=
plaint.  That the gentlemen of the fu-
bordinates fhall keep a regifter of fuch
complaints, with the decifions paft on
them, a copy whereof thall be forward-

¢d monthly to the Prefidency.
SeconpLy, With refpet to the dif-
tant places where trade is carried on,
- fuch as Rungpoor, Poorneea, Gwalpa-
rah and Rangamettce, there is at prefent
no refident on the part of the Company ;
but at Rungpoor, a provifion of filk is
made by a gomaftah, from Coffimbuzar
factory, which prdn'*ﬁm, it is hoped,
may be increafed and improved, by the
care of a covenanted fervant. At the
fame time, the fituation of the place is
fuch, as will be convenient for examin-
B2 : ing
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ing the compluints, and deciding the
difputes-which may arife in moft of thofe
places. :

AGREED, therefore, that the addition
of a fenior fervant be made to the Coun-
cil at Coffimbuzar, and that he be ap-
pointed refident at Rungpoor.

TuaT the orders forbidding our fer-
Vants or dependents, from holding
lands, gunges, rents or employments of
any kind, under the country government,
thall be again repeated. '

Tuar I'ucl:,,huwevcr, as have in.
herited taalooks from purchafe, or other
good right, fhall not be obliged to give
them up, but hold them 15 other taalook-
dars in the country, being informed once
forall, that in refpet to fuch rengs held
from the government, they are not to
- avail themfelves of our prote&tion to in-
veft them wpith any particular privileges.

THAT fuch complaints as have alrea-
dy been made, and tranfmitted to the
feveral {ubordinates, fhall be inquired
into, and decided conformably to the
above regulation ;, and that fuch as have

not
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not yet, fhall now be forwarded to the
proper fubordinates for that purpofe.”

T nis, regulation might anfwer very
well, if all chiefs and refidents of the
Englith were difinterefted men, would
receive complaints againt their own go-
maftahs with temper, and decide them
with juftice and equity, even if their own
profits were to be leflened by it.- But a
fucceflion of fuch men is not to be ex-
pected in any fervice ; and there is be-
fides another difficulty, proceeding from
the diftance of the places, where fome
of thefe gomaftahs are employed, from
any of the Company’s factories ; fo that
in many cafes it would be impofiible to
get at the truth ; and it is eafy to con-
ceive the diforder which muft take place
in any community, where there exifls
no power of determining on the fpot the
difputes which may arife.

IimaciNeD the Nabob would be
much alarmed, by the affembly of the
members of the Council from the fubor-
dinate factories, and the reports which

B. 3 would
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would reach him from Calcutta, of their
being determined to break with him.
We heard now of his being on his re-
turn from his expedition to Beteea and
Napaul ;- and T concluded, that the be-
ing nearer at hand to fettle the conteft-
ed points, was the chief reafon for his
quick return, although it was reported,
he had been defeated on the borders of
Napaul. His apprehenfions of the de-
figns of the Council againft him, can-
not be fironger expreffed than in his own
letters. .

Tue f‘a!lnwing are copies of his leg-
ters of the 22d and 26th of February,

TheNabob's Letterof the22d of February.
L WH EN you came here an agree-
ment in writing was made be-
tween us, which Iimagined all the gen-
tlemen would confent to 3 but itis a-
mazing, that nota fingle perfon has ap-
proved of it
Norwrrasranpineg allyou have ex- -
prefsly directed to the chiefs of the Patno
and Dacca facories, they do not pay any
regard
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regard to it; but return for anfwer,
«« We do not approve of the Governor's
«« proceedings; when the gentlemen of
¢ the Couneil write to us, we will im=

«¢ mediately follow their directions.”
Since the commencement of Meer
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn’s management
to the prefent time, I have not known
any one but yourfelf. Now the gentle-
men of alk the faGories do not regard
your directions, but require the orders
of the Council, and they roin the affairs
both of this province and Bengal, the
zemindarrees, the merchandize, the rei-
ats, &c. for what reafon’ I cannot con-
ceive. [ neither have, nor fhall nego-
tiate with any perfon bat yourfelf ; and
therefore I plainly write, that if you in~
tend to regard the agreement made be-
tween us, you fhould a& in fuch a man-
ner, that the gentlemen may not make
their obje@ions to it ; if not, advife me
of it. ¥ underftand, that a number of
the gentlemen are inclined to eftablith
another Subahdar. This appears to me
a trmal matter. Let them eftablith
B4 whom
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whom they pleafe, it is of no confe-
quence to me. I do not regard matters
of fo {mall importance. God made the
world, and every thing is ruled by him.
I beg you will fpeedily write me an an-
fwer to this letter. Herewith I fend
you copies of a letter to Rajah Nobit
Roy from Mr. Ellis, and one from Jef=
farut Cawn to me. I gave you lands to
the amount of fifty lacks of rupees, for
the maintenance of troops to deftroy my
enemies ; but it is amazing, that a num-
ber of gentlemen have,. on the contrary,
. colleéted troops againft me, in order to
ruin my country. It is the univerfa] per-
fuafion, that the Europeans are to be
confided in ; but to fee all this furprizes
me much.”

Caopy of a Letter from the Nabob o the
_ Gevernor, dated T cbruary 26, 1763.

‘e Y{}UR favour is arrived, and has
- given me much fatisfadtion, You
. write, that < at this time you are in-

* formed, by a letter from the chief of
* Patna faftory, that as the Company’s

il
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Tranfaitions in BENGAL. 9

falt-petre was coming from about
Gauzypoor laden on bullocks; the au-
mil, at a place called Manjee, took
off the falt-petre from the bullocks,
and drove away the bullocks, and the
falt-petre is lying at the aforefaid place.
Alfo that one boat of the Company’s
laden with falt-petre, the officer at a
place called Seefan has feized, unladen
the falt-petre, nor will let it pafs. A-
gain, that four boats laden with bee-
tle-nut, which were proceeding in
the way, purfuant to a duftuck from
the chief of Dacca faftory, the fou-
gedar of Rajemahl has detained, want-
ing to collet a duty. If I have any de-
fire to remove all fufpicion from your
breaft, I muft punith my officers one
and all; that agreeably to the letter
which you have written and given to
me, the affairs of my government,
and the Company’s trade, fhould go
on in a courfe lefs interrupted than
heretofore ; and no fingle article of
goods that has the Company’s duftuck
with it thould be impeded; nor thould

« there
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«¢ there be in any place the leaft obftacle
““ to your buying and felling the coun-
‘¢ try commodities ; but upon falt, to-
‘¢ bacco, bectle-nut, and dried fith, I.
“ thould take nine per cens. upon the
* coft, and give my own duftuck ; but
« that the officers of my government
«¢ feign orders of themfelves, and report
“ abroad, that the Englith gomaftahs
““ are not to be allowed in the country,
‘““ nor any one buy or fell, or do any
““ manner of bufinefs with them. That
*“. by thefe proceedings, the agreement
 concluded between you and me is to-
« tally broken, and there will be ano-
« ther treaty made, in which it will be
“ particularly exprefied how my officers
* maftahs ; and fince letters from me
“'to you, and youw to me, with their
‘¢ anfwers, are not lefs than 2 month jn
“ coming, and you cannot allow that
“ the Company’s bufinefs, and that of
* the Englith gentlemen, thould remain
“ in ﬁl&rem-ﬁ:rm;mrder; that there-
« fore F muft write to Meer Syed Ma-

“ homed
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¢ homed Cawn at Moorfhedabad, and
¢ to Mahomed Allee Beg at Dacca, that
¢ as a new treaty is intended to be made
‘¢ and ratified by both parties; until it
“¢ is concluded and fent to them, they
““ muft caufe the bufinefs of the Com-
‘“ pany, and private gentlemen, to go
‘¢ on in the manner it formerly was con-
« dufted ; and that if my officers in the

“ provinces: aft contrary thereto, you
- * will fend the Company's fqm&m
** glear your bufinefs.”

SuR, although with refpe& tn:the cat-
tle for carrying your petre, I know there
has been no obftruétion atall ; yet I have
fent orders every where, to examine into
the affair of the: bullocks laden with pe-
tre, and alfo the beats. Hercafter I
will write you the particulars, and. fend
them. And with regard to the boats
laden withbeetle-nut, onwhich,you write
Cootub Aalum demands duties. Sir,
before: the arrival of your friendly letter,
Cootub. Aalum had reprefented in an
arzee to me; that there were fome boats,
of which you had releafed before h;;ﬁm:

al
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would reach him from Calcutta, of their
being determined to break with him.
We heard now of his being on his re-
turn from his expedition to Beteea and
Napaul ;. and I concluded, that the be-
ing nearer at hand to fettle the conteft-
ed points, was the chief reafon for his
quick return, although it was reported,
he had been defeated on the borders of
Napaul. His apprehenfions of the de-
figns of the Council againft him, can-
not be ftronger exprb&& than in his own
letters. ' 1

Tue following are copies of his let-
ters of the 22d and 26th of February.

TheNabob's Letterof the 22d of F ebruary.
L WH‘EN you came here an agree-.

' ¥ ment in writing was made be-

tween us, which Iimagined all the gen-
tlemen would confent to 3 but it is a-

mazing, that not a fingle perfon has ap-
proved of it.

Norwirasranpine all'you haveex- -
prefsly directed to the chiefs of the Patna
and Dacca fa&ories, they donot pay any

regard
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regard to it; but return for anfwer,
«« We do not approve of the Governor’s
«« proceedings; when the gentlemen of
« the Council write to us, we will im-

“ mediately follow their directions.”
Since the commencement of Meer
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn’s management
to the prefent time, I have not knowa
any one but yourfelf. Now the gentle-
men of all the factories do not regard
your directions, but require the orders
of the Council, and they ruin the affairs
both of this province and Bengal, the
zemindarrees, the merchandize, the rei-
ats, &e. for what reafon’I cannot con-
ceive. [ neither have, nor fhall nego~
tiate with any perfon but yourfelf ; and
therefore I plainly write, that if you in-
tend to regard the agreement made be-
tween us, you fhould att in fuch a man-
ner, that the gentlemen may not make
their objecions toiit ; if not, advife me
of it. I underftand, that a number of
the gentlemen are inclined to eftablith
another Subahdar. This appears to me
a trivial matter. Let them eftablifh
B4 whom
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¢ there be in any place the leaft obftacle
*¢ to your buying and felling the coun-
¢ try commodities ; but upon falt, to-
‘¢ bacco, bectle-nut, and dried fifh, I
“ fhould take nine per ¢ent. upon the
“ coft, and give my own duftuck ; but
«¢ that the officers of my government
« feign orders of themfelves, and report
‘¢ abroad, that the Englifh gomaftahs
““ are not to be allowed in the country,
‘“ mor any one buy or fell, or do any
““ manner of bufinefs with them. That
“ by thefe proceedings, the agreement
“ concluded between you and me is to-
“ tally broken, and there will be ano-
“ ther treaty made, in which it will be
“ particularly exprefied how my officers
“ are to al, and how the Englith go-
“* maftahs ; and fince letters from me
“ to you, and you to me, with their
““ anfwers, are not lefs than a month in
“ coming, and you cannot allow that

“ the Company’s bufinefs, and that of

* the Englifhy gentlemen, fhould remain
“ in fufpence for my order; that there-
“ fore Fmuft write to Meer Syed Ma-

“ homed
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““ homed Cawn at Moorfhedabad, and
¢ to. Mahomed Allce Beg at Dacca, that
¢ as a new treaty is intended to be made
“« and ratified by both parties; until it
“¢ is concluded and fent to them, they
‘< muft caufe the bufinefs of the Com-
‘¢ pany, and private gentlemen, to go
¢ on in the manner it formerly was con-
“ du@ed ; and that if my officers in the
¢ provinces: afk contrary thereto, you:
“ will fend the Company’s fqrcca
“ glear your bufine(s.”

S1R, although with refpe& to thc cat-
tle for earrying your petre, I know there
has been no.obftruétion atall ; yet I have
~ {ent orders exery where,. to examine into
the affair of the: bullocks laden with pe-
tre, and alfo the boeats. Hercafter I
will write: you: the particulars, and {end
them. And with regard to the boats
laden withbeetle-nut, onwhich,youwrite
Cootub. Aalum demands duties. Sir,
before the arrival of your friendly letter,
Cootub. Aalum. had reprefented in an
arzee to me; that there were fome boats,
of which you had releafed before his face

all
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all but four, which remained, and which,
becaufe of a forged duftuck, you left in
charge with him, and proceeded on your
way. Herewith I inclofe the arzee for
your perufal.

SincE you were pleafed to obferve, in
the agreement before alluded to, that
my duftuck was to be along with the
purchafe, and fale of beetle-nut, and o-
ther articles of inland trade ; beyond all
doubt Cootub Aalum, without being
 thewn my duftuck, would not let the
boats pafs, in which cafe my officer does
not appear to have committed any fault,
Be you the judge in this affair.

As to what you write of the diftur-
bances of my officers, it appears from
thence, that the agreement made be-
tween us the Council has not affented
to; to be fure, whatever your gomaftahs
write, is all exadtly juft and proper, and
my people tell nothing but lies and bare-
faced falfities. I muft have all loffes in
your trade made good to you; but who
will indemnify me for the lofs of reve-
nues, juftly due to my government ?

I MusT

R —————
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musT cut off my officers heads;
t your gomaftahs, who are guilty of
preffions, receive encouragement from
u.  You know very well, Sir, thatI
"fever defired fuch a treaty, it was mere-
ly in compliance with your pleafure, that
I affented to it. Now that the Council
do not agree to it, and want to make ano-
ther treaty, this is unreafonable. Three
demands which I formerly made to you,
I now again repeat. The firftis this;
from the beginning until now, the Na-
zim of Bengal correfponded with the
Governdr of Calcutta, as I have and do
with you, having no correfpondence
with the reft of the Board.

Tue fecond is, T have before remark-
ed to you, that the Company’s trade has
been eftablithed from time immemorial ;
but, at prefent, befides the Company’s
trade, the gomaftahs of the Englifh gen-
tlemen have fet up the trade of falt, to-
bacco, dried fifh, timbers, &c. and pur-
chafe from the country people by force
and extortion, and are continually mak-
ing unjuft difputes and wrangling with
< |
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my officers, fo that the poor, the inha-
bitants, the merchants, and manufac-
turers of my country are opprefied, and
both you and myfelf are troubled with
unjuft vexations. Now I fay, that your
gomattahs are to trade as heretofore, in
‘merchandize importedand exported; and
are to refrain from thofe articles of trade,
which interfere with the revenues dueto
my government, and are a caufe of dif-
putes, and the ruin of the inhabitants
and poor people.
" -Tuz third is, whether your will is,
that I (hall have the charge of the ex-
-pences of the army, and management of
the country, and his Majefty’s revenues ; .
and that your gomaftahs (hall carry on
‘thofe branches of trade, which were ne-
ver allowed in the country, opprefs the
country, by interfering in the govern-
ment, under pretence of trade, and that
my officers thall not have thejr due au-
‘thority, nor offer to oppofe them. [f
this be the cafe, it is out of my power
to carry on the bufinefs of this fubah-
darree. I with not to be concerned in

4 chargc
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a charge of fo much vexation ; you may
be pleafed to find out fome other that
will undertake it. For my part, I am
heartily tired with thefe difputes and
wranglings. Why do you take the
trouble to fend forces againit my officers?
Why do not you write to them to quit
their ftations, and repair to me, for they
have no forces to oppofe you? You are
fenfible, that in Chittagong, Midnapoor,
and Burdwan, which, agrecable to ‘trea~
ty, I ceded to the Company ; nota man
of mine ever enters, and I refrain even
from providing the cuftomary cloths for
my own ufe. If you do not determine
juftly for me, it is a matter of great fur-
prize.”

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the
Governor. Dated February 26, 1763.
o OUR letter is arrived, and has
. & much rejoiced me. You write,
that, <« by a copy of the letter which
‘¢ Mahomed Allee Beg wrote to Meer
‘¢ Abdulla, the aumil of the perganah
“ of Sundeep, it appears, Mahomed

“ Allce
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¢ Allee Beg's intention is, that not a
* fingle Englithman fhall be fuffered in
“ the country; that, moreover, he has
“ occafioned much lofs to the Compa-
“ ny’s bufine(s, and therefore the treaty
“ made between us is totally broken
“ by Mahomed Allee Beg; that I muft
“ bring the aforefaid perfon to punifh-
* ment, or you cannot fit by inactive,
~* and let the Company’s bufinefs go to
“ ruin; alfo, that the Chief of Lucky-
“ poor, neither imprifoned my yefla-
“ wal, nor killed any burcandafiee,
“ mor detained Golam Ahmud; and
“ that all which Mahomed Allee Beg
“ wrote tome, on that fubjed, is falfe.”
Six, you know very well who the
perfon is, that occafions all the mifchief
between us. The puniflyng of Maho.-
med Allee Beg is a trific ; and God will-
ing, when I arrive in Bengal, if he fhall
have committed any fault, I will chaftize
BuT you have no power to punifh any
perfon that creates mifchicf under your

« adminiftration ;
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dminiftration. Your order is abfolute,
vith refpe@ to my people, but you have
not the leaft command over your own.
It is highly incumbent on you to
call fuch perfons to an account, or they
will occafion a rupture between you and
me. From the beginning, even until
now, I have never meddled with a fingle
gomaftah, or any one of your people;
but your chief, who has before confin-
ed my officers, now again wants to fend
troops againft them, and have them
brought bound. It is furprifing that
you retort this charge upon me.
Y ou accufe me of thefe things, tho
I have no hand in them ; but what occa-
fion is there to alledge the complaints of
your gomaftahs, for a pretence to tell
me, that Mahomed Allee Beg, by hisop-
preflions, has broken the agreement be-
tween us.  Sir, expreffions of this kind,
imply fome other defign ; fince, I have
never feen or heard, that any fervants,
by their mifbehavior, fhould deftroy a
treaty concluded by their fuperiors. You
muft be fenfible of this, and why will
Vor. III. C you
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you throw the blame upon another ?
What Jeflarut Cawn, and Mahomed Al-
lee Beg, formerly wrote on the fubje&
of my yeflawal’s confinement, I imme-
diately tranfmitted to you, as they re-
lated it, and this you are greatly offend-
ed at. But when you, in confequence
of an information from the chief of
Luckypoor, infifted, that Mahomed Al-
lee Beg had killed your feepoys, what
better proofs had you of that charge,
that you are now fo much offended at
this trivial complaint of theirs? For, at
this time alfo, my yeflawal, who is ar-
rived, and was interrogated before me,
makes the following relation, viz. that
¢ when he reached Luckypoor, he fhew-
« ed my duftuck to Golam Ahmud, that
* ¢ fcarce an hour had paft, when the
¢ chief of Luckypoor fa@ory fent 200
< men, and furrounded him when he
¢ was alone, and unattended, and Il
““ treating him, carried him off a5 faft
‘¢ as they cofiMd, with many aéts of vio-
¢ lence: that the chiof aforefaid, and
¢ others of the people cmployed under

& him,
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“ him, faid, < We made Jaffier Al-
“ lee Cawn Nabob, and afterwards
““ turned him out again; and Coffim
‘« Allee alfo, is one of our fetting up,
“ and this duftuck, which you have
““ brought, we will pay no regard to.”
“ That with fuch infults they kept him
“ three days in confinement, but the
“ hircarra efcaping, carried this news
“ to Jeffarut Cawn, and Mahomed Al-,
“ lee Beg; that foon after, in confe-
‘¢ quence of a letter from the Governor
“ of Calcutta, to the chicf there, he
“¢ was fent with Golam Ahmud to me.
AT the time the chief aforefaid had
confined my yeffawal, with all this ig-
nominy and ill treatment, how did Ma-
homed Allee Beg know that he would
releafe him after three days, and fénd him
to me? Had not your letter arrived, he
never would have releafed my yeffawal.
It was in confequence of the account of
the hircarra, that jcﬂ'ﬂ:gt Cawn, and
Mahomed Allee Beg, wrote me the par-
ticulars of my yeflawal's confinement.
As you are a wile man, weigh well the
C2 behavior
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behavior of the Englith and my officers,
and judge which fide is injured, and who
are the perfons that a& contrary to our
Aagreement, and fecretly fpread infamous
and injurious reports to the prejudice of
men of characer.

To conclude, how many fleets of boats
are there at Patna! Yer cannot I get fo
much as a fingle boat to crofs theGanges;
and the very boats that I had procured,

the people of your fa&tory there have for-
cibly taken from me.”

Tue Nabob’s letters of the 26th of
February having been read in Council
the 7th of March, it was refolved, that
the following anfiver fhould be' wrote
him by me as Prefident.

The Governor's Letter t5 the Naboh.

“ I Have received your letters of the
26th of Fcbruary, which having

read to the gentleihen of Coungil, they
agree with me in opinion, that there ap-
pears throughout a genery] difinelination
to give us any fatisfaction for the inter-

ruptions
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ruptions and ill ufage which the bufinefs
of the Englith Company and gentlemen
has received from Mahomed Allee, and
other officers of your government; and
that both your letters feem on the whole
rather an evafion, than an anfwer to my
reprefentations. I am therefore now, in
my own name, and in the name of the
gentlemen of Council, to give you the
following account of what has been hi-
therto refolved on by us. The Firmaun,
and other public orders of the Court,
togetherwith the fubfequent treaties with
the Nabobs, having been referred to,
and firi@tly examined, we find that the
Englith, having the Company’s duftuck,
are thereby entitled to carry on their
trade, as well foreign as inland, in the
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa,
duty free. By the tenor of them there-
fore the Council are determined to abide.
We have however taken information of
the cuftom that has hitherto prevailed in
the different parts of the country, with
refpeét to the Englifh paying a duty on
certain articles of inland trade, and from

R S thefe
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thefe we learn, that the articles of fale
and tobacco are the only ones which have
paid fuch duty ; and that the latter ar-
ticle has paid it o] y at the fatories of
Luckypoor and Dacea,  This being the
cafe, and as we do ot mean to break
entircly ﬂu’uugh this eftablifhed cuftom,
although the aforementioned grants give
- u5 a full fanion to trade duty free, we
have determined, that 4 confideration
fhall continue to be paid to your govern-
ment on falt,” after the rate of two and
half per cent. as will be explained to you
by Mr. Amyate *, 2nd the method of
colle@ing it ferrled by him. With re.
{pect to our gomaftahs; we cannog admi,

but we have laid down certain regula-
tions, whcreby to reftrain them from
mmmitting injitries, ‘or abufes on the
'muntry people, as well g5 1o dire& them
to make their complaint to the chief of
the faftory, in cafe of receiving any from

your

* Who was at the fame confultation appointed
to carry the refolutions of the Board to the Nabob,
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our 6fficers or dependents ; and the faid
chief will take the neceflary meafures
for putting a ftop to them. '

Cories of the Firmaun, hufbul-
hookums and treaties, together with the
rules for colle@ing the aforefaid duty on
falt, and guiding the conduét of our go-
maftahs and your officers, will be {entto
you by Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Hay, whom
myfelf, with the Council, have thought
proper to depute, to explain to you more
fully the juftice of thofe rights and pre-
tenfions.

Wit refpedt to the complaintswhich
have already been made, we do infift on
juftice againft all “thofe officers of the
government, who may be proved guilty
of the extortions and obftrutions laid to
their charge; and that reparation thall
bie made for the lofles occafioned thereby,

Onx the other hand, all the complaints
made by your officers in different parts
of the country againft Englith agents or
gomaftahs, have been referred to the ex-
amination of the gentlemen of the fatto-

ries, neareft to thofe places from whence
[ @4 4 T P the
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the complaints have come; and whate-
ver injuftice it may appear they have
committed, we fhalj be ]:i:=1t'tin::|.tlarl:,lr care-
ful to caufe them to make amends for,”

Tris letter, as I haye before obfery-
ed, was to be wrote him by me as Pre-
fident, which was the ufual form of the
vountry correlpondence ; but Mr. John-
flone, for fear the Nabob might not yet
be fufficiently convinced of the aptho.
rity of the Council, moved, that a Jet.
ter fhould be wrote him by the whole
Board, to inform him, that a1 power be-
longed to them. This motjon Was over-
ruled by the majority, who thought it
fufficient, that ap addition fhould pe
made to the foregoing letter upon that
fubje, The fnlluwing are the pro-
ceedings in this debate, and the additi-
onal paragraphs which were drawn up
" 1n confequence,

Extras
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xtraét of Confultation of March 7, 1763.
Mr. Johnftone’s Minute.
e MR. JounsTone moves, that a
letter thould now be wrote by
the Board to the Nabob, in anfwer to the
firft of his three demands, explaining to
him the powers of the Council ; that it
is with them in faét he aéts, altho’ their
opinion is tranfmitted thro’ the channel
of the Prefident ; and that therefore he
fthould confider them in the firft degree.
Further, that in it the Governor’s letter,
containing the regulations, fhould be
re-demanded ; and that the letters now
fent fhould be figned by the Board, and
fealed with the Company’s feal.

Tue fecretary being directed to col-
leét the opinions of the Board on this
motion of Mr. Johnftone's, the feveral
members delivered the fame as follows.

Mr. Watts's Opinmion.

Mr. WarTs is of opinion, thata
paragraph fhould be inferted in the let-
ter to be wrote to the Nabob, explain-
ing to him the powers of the Board; and
that the letter fent by Mr. Vanfittart to
the
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the Nabob, thould be demanded back
as from the Board; but that the letter
now fent be forwarded under the Prefi-
nent’s feal,

Myr. Marriott’s Opinion.

MR. MARRIOTT is of the fame opi-
nion with Mr. Watts.

Mr. Hay's Opinion.

MRr. Havy thinks, that the explana-
tion regarding the powers of the Coun
cil, fhould be made to the Nabob in a
public letter, agreeable to Mr. John-
ftone’s motion ; but that the demand for
the letter containing the regulations,
thould be made in g letter under the
Prefident’s feal.

M. Haftings's Opinion.

Tue Company have plainly declared
their intention, that all correfpondence
with the country powers thall be carried
on thro’ the channel of the Governor ;
and as an alteration of this cuftom will
fubjec the Nabob (who has not been
ufed to fuch amethod, nor can be g judge
of the propriety of it) to great perplexi-
ties, and tend to credte 2 breach between

us,

R
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s, T obje& to any letter being wrote to
he Nabob, but with the Prefident’s feal.

As to an explanation of the powers of
the Board, the Nabob to my knowledge
is well acquainted with them, nor is fuch
an information in any wife neceflary.
IT is alfo unneceffary to demand back
the Governor’s letter to the Nabob, as
it will of courfe be annulled by the new
regulations.

Mef. Cartier and Billers's Opinion.

Messievurs Cartier and Billers are of
the fame opinion with Mr. Watts.

Myr. Batfon’s Opinion.

Mz. BaTsox agrees with Mr. John-
ftone in opinion, that the authority of
the Board fhould be afferted, and the
Governor's written agreement be de-
manded back; and that itis the intereft
of the publick, that the correfpondence
fhould be carried on by the Board.

Major Carnac’s Opinion.

Major CarNAc is of opinion, that
the Nabob cither does not, or will not,
underftand the powers of the Board;

and
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and therefore they ought to be fo explain-
ed to him, as to admit of ng difpute ;
which cannot be done any way fo effec-
tually, as by a letter wrote under the
publick feal, as Propofed by Mr. John-
flone in his minute ; and that in the
fameletter, the Governor’s, containing the
regulations fhould be demanded back.
Mr. Amyatt's Opinion.

MR. AMYATT is of Mr. Watts’s o~
pinion. .

Major Adams’s Opinign,

Major Abams is of opinion, that
the Nabob’s letters (hould be anfivered,
by the Prefident, in the name of the
Board, under his own feal, which with
the purport of the letter, will fuffici-
ently convince the Nabob, that the pow-
er is lodged in the majority of the Coup-
cil; and Be thinks the rc-dcmanding the
letter, will more Properly become a pare
of the inflructions to Mef. Amyatt ang
Hay. " .

Tbe Prefident’s Opinion,

THE Prefident obferves, that he had

already explained o the Nabob, more

than
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than once, the powers of the Board,
when he wrote the letter in queflion ;
but that as the Nabob now affects to be
infenfible of the powers of the Board,
and inftead of complying with his agree-
ment; endeavors to make the worft ufe
pofiible of the letter, he thinks he (hould
be wrote to in the terms propofed by
Mr. Johnftone; but that it fhould be
wrote, in the ufual manner, through the
channel of the Prefident, as any other
method is contrary to the Company’s
ftanding orders, as well as detrimental
to their affairs.

Tue majority of the Board being of
Mr. Watts's opinion ;

OrpereD, that two additional para-
graphs, exprefling the fenfe thercof, be
added to the letter, which igabove-di-
reéted to be wrote to the Ngéb by the
Prefident; that thewhole letter be drawn
up by the fecretary, from the refolutions
of Council; and when approved by the
members, be fent to the tranflator, with
directions to render it into Perfian, ap-
plying to the Prefident for the moonfhee,

who
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who ufually writes the letters for that
purpofe.”

‘ | Copyof the additional Paragraph to the
Letter to the Nabob,

L YDU mention in your letter, that

it hasbeen cuftomary for the Su-

bahs of thefe provinces, to negotiate

only with the Governor ; and that ‘you

* alfo have done heretofore, according to

acquaint you, that although je js very
true, negotiations with the Subahs' are
carried on by the Governor only, yet
that, and all other bufinefs, depends up-
on the opinion and deternination of the
Gn?emnr‘nd Council together and, in
this manner, affajrs being confidered and
refolved on, the Governor s only the
channel throiigh whick i is made known
to the Subahs, of which il you cannot
but be fenfible, a5 T have often ac-
quainted you with j before, It i very

true,
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e, that the regulations of trade, agreed
n between you and me, are not approv-
d of by the Council, and therefore can-
ot take place ; and further, the ill be-
avior, and violent oppreflions, com-
itted by your officers in all parts, by
abufe of the authority granted them
bjl' that agreement, are {o notorious and
upportable, that if they are not putan
immediate ftop to, the friendfhip be-
tween us will be broken ; and, as it is
to be feared, they will continue to a&t
in the fame manner, until they are ac-
quainted from you, that the intended
agreement is annulled ; I defire you will
fend back that letter to me, and acquaint
your officers, in all parts, that you have
fo returned it.”

Tue obvious tendency of #is motion
points out, but too plainly, the factious
{pirit which dictated it. Since nothing
could have fo effeGually convinced the
Nabob, of the weaknefs of our govern-
“ment, and the power of his enemies;
befides, that by claiming his acknow-

ledgment
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ledgment of an authority, to which he
had never hitherto been accuonm:d ; and
by throwing the corref; pondence into a
new channel, which he knew to be con-
_trary to the rules of our government, a
fnare was laid to aggravate the difputes,
by his difowning that authority, or by
the perplexity which it muft of courfe
lead him into, was he even inclined to
- comply with it. '

Tue difputes were now rifen to fuch
an height, that it became neceflary, ei-
ther to put an end to them, by a peace-
able negotiation, or declare an open war
againft the Nabob. The former eXpe-
dient was preferred ; and it was agreed,
that one of the members of the Board,
thould goon a deputation to the Nabob,
and treat, with him upon the terms of
our future alliance. M. Amyatt offer-
ed himfelf for this fervice, which was
unanimonfly accepted ; and, at his own
requeft, Mr, Hay was afterwards joined
withhim, in the fame commifiion, which
was to take place as foon as'the Nabob,

who
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who was immediately acquainted with
it, would fignify his approbation of it.

AsovuT this time, we received a let-
ter from the Chief and Council at Patna,
advifing us, that the Nabob was return-
ed from his Napaul expedition, in which
he had been defeated; and that he had
croffed the river, and lay encamped at
Jaffier Cawn’s garden, about two miles
from the city.

IT was now refolved, that a letter
fhould be wrote to the Nabob, infifting
on a pofitive anfwer, to the demands
made by the Board, for his annulling the
orders, which he had given to his offi-
cers. In the mean time, thofe orders
fubfifting, and the unlimited powers,
given to the fubordinate faltories, were
produive of daily difturbances, the na-
tural confequences of Jjealoufies, inflam-
ed to the higheit pitch on both fides.
From Dacca advices arrived, of a fray
between the officers of the government,
and a party of feepoys difpatched to re-
leafe fome boats that had been- ftopped
at Jaffier Gunge, in which, the brother
Vor. III. D of
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of the chkeydar was flain, or dange-
roufly wounded ; and, on the fame day,
a letter from the gentlemen of Patna,
informed us of their having fent an offi-
cer, with three companies of feepoys, to
Mow, to free the bufinefs of the fadto-
ry, which had received fome interruption
at that place, and to feize the perfons
concerned in it.  This the officer effect-
ed, taking Akbur Allee Cawn, the Na-
bob’s collector, prifoner, whom he car-
ried to Patna, and left a guard of twelve
feepoys at Taajepoor, to take care of the
Company's falt-petre. The Nabob, in-
cenfed at this outrage, committed a)-
moft before his eyes, in the firft impulfe
of his paflion, fent out a party of 500
horfe to intercept the feepoys, and re-
leafe his officer ; but arriving too late for
this fervice, they marched againft the
fmall détachment at Taajepoor, and as-
tacked it. The feepoys defended them-
felves with great bravery, but four of
the number being killed, the reft fub.
mitted, and were carried, with the Com-
pany's gomaftab, prifoners before the

Nabob,
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Nabeb, who contented himfglf with re-
primanding the gomaftah, for being the
inftrument of fuch an infult on his dig-
nity, and difmiffed them.

T n e Nabob's behavior, upon this oc-
cafion, thews how much he was irritat-
ed by it; and, at the fame time, how
careful he was, even upon the greateft
provocation, to avoid coming to extre-
mities. The hircarras, or other bufy
people, about the fatory, took occafion,
upon this event, to carry news to Mr,
Ellis, that the Nabob was refolved to-
march back immediately from Ponarac,
where he then lay encamped, and attack
the faory. Mr. Ellis, whofe animofi-
ty againft the Nabob, and wifhes for a
rupture, made him give eafy credit toevery
fuch report, fpread their intelligence
without delay ; we were informed of it
by the Chief and Council at Patna, in
their letter of the rsth, and of their
own refolution in that cafe, to pofiefs
themfelves of the city. “This I now dai-
ly expeted to hear of, for I but too
plainly faw, that Mr. Ellis fought only

. D 2 a pre-
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a pretence tgcommence open hoftilities ;
but the prefent occafion was happily re-
moved by the Nabob's prudence, in pro-

ceeding diredly to Monghceer, where he.

arrived foon after.

THE letters from Mr. Ellis and the
Council of Patna, and thofe from the

Nabob, upon the above tranfaétions, tho’

little differing in the relation of the plain
matters of fact, I fhall notwithftanding
infert, as they contain the moft evident
marks of the difpofition ,of each at this

-C;;y of @ Letter from the Chief and Coun-
cil at Patna to the Governor and Coun-
cil.  Dated March 6, 176 2

é WE now enclofe you tranflate of
a letter from the Company’s

gomaltah at Mow, which will give you
a pretty juft idea of what lengths the
Nabob intended proceeding to, and how
greatly he would have diftrefled our af-
Aairs, had he not been timely checked.

EArcy this morning we detached three

companies of feepoys to Mow, under .

the
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the command of licutenant Downie, with
orders to clear the Company’s bufinefs
in that diftri&, and feize all thofe who
have interrupted it, agreeable to your
directions. We beg your further orders
with regard to punifhing them, and can-
not help obferving, how neceflary it is
that fome examples fhould be made, in
order to put an effeCtual ftop to this
growing evil.

Tue Nabob marched two days ago
from Jaffier Cawn’s garden, and is now
encamped near Futtuah.”

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob ta the
Governor. Dated March 5, 1763.
<« T HAave had the pleafure duly to re-

ceive three of your favors, dated

the 7th and 8th of Shaaban, and under-
ftand the particulars mentioned in them.
AT a time when this government was
loaded with a balance of revenues due to
the King, the arrears of the troops, and
debts owing to the Englith, I marched
out of Bengal, and repaired to the ex-
tremity of the province of Bahar, in or-
D 3 der
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der to fettle thefe matters, That coun-
try being thus left without 4 ruler, every
village and diftri@ became ruined by the
opprefiions of the Englifh agents and go-~
-maftahs, an entire ftop was put to col-
le&ing the revenues, and the merchants,
and the poor, and all my officers, and
muttafeddees of the public and private
receipts of cuftom, were diftreffed, and
deprived of their daily bread ; and I am
a fufferer in the revenues due to my ad-
miniftration, by near a krore of rupees.
T have in the mean while made continual
complaints and reprefentations of this
injuftice, and informed you particularly
and circumftantially of al] matters : ne-
verthelefs you have been pleafed to ob-
ferve, that my officers are to blame,
WHEN you favoured me with a vifit
at Mongheer, T laid before you all my
toncerns.  You were very earneft in (et~
- tling all difputes between my goverment,
and theEnglifl Companyand gentlemen,
and their gomaftahs : ang you in fome
mealure comforted me, and perfuaded
me, that “ from that time bufinefs would
: 6 bﬂ'

g
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‘“ becarried oninaproper manner,andmy
‘¢ government neither injured, opprefled,
¢ ordamaged.” Afterwards,onyourreturn
to Calcutta, contrary to your agreement
with me, you detached forces, to carry
on the bufinefs of the Companyand Eng-
lith gentlemen by compulfion, and to
beat and chaftife my officers if they of-
fered to fpeak a word. For thefe three
years I have not got a fingle rupee, nor
a thoufand rupees ; nor one piece, nor ten
pieces of cloth ; nor a bundle of broad
cloth, nor ten bundles; nor a pair of fcif~
fars, norfo much as aclafpknife, fromthe
Englith gentlemen, or their gomaftahs ;
at the fame time, they have by violence
levied fines and penalties, and fums for
loffes in their trade, on my officers, and
ftill continue to levy them ; and if any of
my officers refufes to fubmit to this, they
pour a ftorm of complaints on his head.
- LaTteLy you have repeatedly ordered
me, ““to let the bufinefs of the Com-
“¢ pany, and the Englifh gentlemen, and
¢ their gomaftahs, go omn as was cuito-
‘ mary heretofore in the different parts
“ of the provinces of Bengal and Bahar ;
D 4 &% to
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* to fuffer the money and bullion of
* your factories to be coined into ficcas
““ in my mints; and to have the wicket
¢ and intrenchment in the city of Patna
*“ opened.” Inot having it in my power
" to refufe, have given you the free ufe of
my mint, and dire@ed the wicket to be
opened, and a ftop to be put to collect-
ing cuftoms upen traffick in the com-
modities of my country, from all mer-
chants, pykars, and dilolls, in the pro-
vinces of Bahar and Bengal ; and I have
~ ‘had all gauts and chokeys, both in the
city and country round about, entirely
‘removed.

Avrr thefe my lofles, are owing en-
tirely to the favor and indulgence of the
Council ; becaufe that my being like the
Nabob Meer Jaffier indebted to his Mu-
jefty, -and embarraffed by my troops, and
reduced to his fituation; is what they ap-
prove of. However, I can never approve
ef my people and merchants bein g dif-
‘treffed, my country opprefied, myfelf
defpifed, and fubjetted to daily infults,
and my officers and fervants ]| treated.
Y have therefore chofen to give up all

thofe
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thofe points to you. Now I am in ex-
pectation of your anfwer, to inform me
if my life is fafe; or if there is any
thing elfe to be done ?”

From the Nabob fo the Governor, dated

13

March-s, 1763.
OUR friendly letter, dated the
8th of Shaaban, is arrived, and -

Iam happy withthe news of your welfare.

You write, that the opinion of the

Council is as follows. ¢ They are all ve-
#¢ ry defirous of affifting and fupporting

AL
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me in my government, but cannot
bear- with patience, that my officers
thould impede or damage their com-
meree ; that the report of your fetting
up another Nabob is the weak infinu-
ation of defigning men ; that the re-
folution of the Board is, to make fuch
an agreement in purfuance of the royal
Firmaun, and the rules of equity, as
may leave no room for difpute in fu-
ture, between my officers and their
gomaftahs.” How can I bring my-

felf firmly to credit this, fince Mr. Ellis

H
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is one of the Council, who, for thefe two
years palt, has been endeavoring all in
his power to hurt my affairs, and make
me appear little in the eves of the world 3
nay, is at this time taking pains daily to
involve me in trouble, parading his com-
panies of feepoys to provoke me ; and o-
mitting no opportunity of depreciating
me both in this my own country, and to
Shuja-ul Dowla, and other great men at
court, fending all whatever he can de-
vife to my difcredit, by means of Shitab-
roy to Shuja-ul Dowla, &ec. and faying
alfo whatever comes -uppermoft in his

mind tomy prejudice in publicaffemblies?; ,

In regard to what you write concern-
ing the royal Firmaun, and your having
in view the preparation of another trea-
tys when you favored me with your com-
pany at Mongheer, I told your frequent-
< Iy, that  the power of your people was
“ great, but I had little to oppofe it,
‘¢ defired you to confider, nor entertain
“¢ the notion, that any agreement would
“ be binding with people accuftomed to
“ adls of oppreffion.” Is not this an in-

ftance

e ——

P e T,
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ftance of opprefiion, that the falt-petre
farms, which I have allowed unto you
gentlemen, upon the produce of which
you ufed to pay formerly three, and three
and half rupees per maund, you now for-
ciblyhold at one and three-fourth of aru-
pee, plundering and injuring my people ?
In this manner my countryis togoto ruin,
and I may not utter a word.  Befidesall
this, you write, that it is my own offi-
cers who create thefe difturbances, ex-
ercife oppreflion, and injure the falt-pe-
tre farm. = This being the cafe, how can
any treaty ftand good between us ? And
how can it take effe&, if fuch opprefiion
continues ? Befides, as you havedifpatch-
ed the Company’s troops to chaftife my
officers, if they but murmur at thefe -
vils, why need you trouble yourfelves to
make any other treaty? In my fervice,
there is not one who can prejudice me
againft you in any affair. Under you
there is Mr. Ellis, who fails not to pre-
judice you with evil infinuations againt
me, as you muft fee and be fenfible,
tho’ you connive at it, and fay nothing on

the
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the fubje&t ; but you are pleafed to think
(Fdonotknow upon what grounds) that I
have evil-minded people in my fervice.

I Am at lofs how to a& under thefe
cenfures, and muft own myfelf infuffi-
cient, if regulations of this nature take
place. Be pleafed, therefore, to fet me
free from the uncafinefies of fuchan admi-
niftration ; and fet up a perfon for con-
ducting it, whom the Couneil may bet-
ter approve.

Furr well I know, that they will
both condemn me, and injure your good
name, and bring this about at laf}, Why
do they wait for a charge againft me ? It
is not the part of honet men, to bring
an unjuft charge againft any one, witha
view to compafs other defigns ; it is
better that you do it at this time.”

Copy of a Letter from the Chief and
Council at Patna, to the Governor and
Council.  Dated March 12, 1763.

“ THE following is an extra® of a

letter, from licutenant Downie
to the Chief, received laft night. « |

“ have

P R o ¥ R —



Tranfations in BENGAL. 45

“* have the pleafure to acquaint you, that
““ I have jult now feized Meer Acbur
« Allee, whom I fhall fend to you; I
¢ have likewife taken poffeflion of the
« falt-petre he feized from the Compa-
““ ny, and that which he colle@®ed from
“ his perganah, and fhall have it carri-
“ ed to Mow as foon as poffible. I will
““ now proceed to Durbunghy, to catch
““ the other oppofer of the Company's
“ trade.”

Meer AcBur ALLEE arrived here
about noon, under the charge of a fu-
bahdar, and 50 feepoys; we have called
him before us, and the excufe he makes
for his violent proceedings, is, that he
was fetting up to act as the Company’s
gomaftah. We again repeat our requeft,
that you will favor us with your orders,
what we are to do with this man, or any
other, who may a& in the like manner.”
Copy of a Letter from the Chicf and Coun-

cil at Patna to the Governor and Coun-

cil.” Dated March 15, 1 763.

“ W E acquainted you the 1ath,
that lieutcnant Dowaie had
made:
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made Meer Acbur Allee 2 prifoner, and
taken pofleffion of the Company’s petre
at Taajepoor, where he left it in charge
of a havaldar, a naick, and twelve fee-
Poys, till it fhould be remoyed to the
factory at Mow, This party was at-
tacked by a body of 500 horfe, fent for
that purpofe from the Nabob's camp, by

whom four of them have been killed,

three wounded, and the remainder, with
the Company’s gomaftah, carried pri-
foners to the Nabob. The Nabob has
halted at Ponarac, and we haye inte]li-
gence, that he propofes returning here
%o attack us. Should he carry his threats
into execution, we fhall immediately poi-
fefs outfelves of the city, as the moft
effectual means of rendering his evil de-
figns abortive.”

Copy of a Lotter Jrom the Nabob ¢, t4e
Governgy. Dated March I, 1763.
8 Y{) UR two favors are arrived, and

have rejoiced me. You write,
* that Mr. Middleton, who refides at

*¢ Luckypoor, wrote a letter to you, and
- ‘¢ the
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the reft of the Council ; that you have
fent me a tranflation thereof, with
copies of the letters which Aca Ma-
homed Nizam, andSyed Buddul Cawn
wrote to the faid gentleman, and o-
thers. That Golam Hoffein is a
moonthee of the Company’s faory,
and Mahomed Gazy, collecor of the
Company's taalook, annexed to Lucky-
poor; that now Mahomed Allee wants
to plunder the officers aforefaid, and
feize their perfons; that it has been
always an eftablithed rule, that the
feryants of the Company remain at
the difpofal, and in the poffefiion
of the Company ; and Mahomed Al-
lee Beg wants to break through it ;
that the faid taalook has been in the
poffeflion of the Company, from the
time of Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn.
Moreover, that Cootub Aalum, my
officer at Rajemahl, wrote a letter to
Mr. George Gray, a copy of which
you have alfo fent; that he, in like
manner, wants to feize uponthe Com-
pany’s taalook, and to remove the ba-

i Zar
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“ zar of the faGory; that you have
“ fent me a copy of the letter you wrote
““ tohim ; that you are defirous of a ftop
“ being put to thefe difputes ; and that
“ the bufinefs of both our governments
““ may be carried on in a proper man-
“ mer; but it is daily difturbed by the
“ villainous proceedings of my officers,
“ particularly Mahomed Allee Beg ;
‘¢ further, that Syed Jelaul Bocary ftops
“ yourboatsladen with falt, and demands
* extraordinary duties upon them.”

ThrE tranflated copies of Mr. Middle-
ton’s letters are arrived, and [ fully un-
derftand the purport of them,

Since all this wrangling on the pare
of the gentlemen has arifen on account
of duties, T have, for that reafon, puta
ftop to the collecting of duties, and cuf-
toms, in all diftricts of the provinces,
fobjed to me, as well as tq coining of
money in all my mints; I haye alfo had
the wicket in Patny opened, as I before
wrote for your information. Now that
youare pleafed to write cofr plaintsagainft
Mahomed Allee Beg, I have réemoved

' him
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him from Dacca, and fent for him hi-
ther; fo you may chufe whom you will,
amongft the Europeans, to take the ma-
nagement of Dacca. Although Maho-
med Allee Beg has ncither plundered any
one, nor placed guards upon the lmuﬁ,_-.
of one individual ; yet to put an end to
all the blame which you heap upon me,
I have fent for him hither. But Ellis is
he who has twice committed thefe dif-
turbances, and not long fince placed a
guard upon my own dwelling, I mean
the fort of Mongheer; and, at this ve-
ry time, has detached three companies
of feepoys, and two pieces of cannon,
with intent to feize my ofhcers, and has
actually furrounded the fort of Taaje=
poor. Iknow not the reafon of all thefe
infults from the faid Ellis, nor will I
put up with fuch violent proceedings
from him, wherefore T have written as
much for your information.”
Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the
Governor.  Dated March 14, 1763.
“JT has been owing folely to the
- friendfhip and regard which I bear
Vor. III. E to
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to you, that I have hitherto conftantly
born in my mind, the marks of your fa-
vor; and, for the friendfhip and kind-
nefs which you have thewn to me, 1
have put up with every thing until now,
that my patience is quite exhaufted.
Whatever is to be done, do you, Sir, do
it yourfelf; why fhould youcaufe my au-
thority to be infulted, and my honor in-
jured, by your fervants, and people of
low charadter? One man may eafily con-
tinue in friendfhip to one man; but
to be dependent upon ten people, is be-
yond the power of man.

I navE, in no wife, been deficient in
the obfervance of the treaties which
made with me, but, from the beginning,
have fcrupuloufly complied with all my
agreements.

At this time, that you have been
pleafed to write to me to keep open the
wicket, and entrenchment in the ci-
ty of Patna, and for trade to go on as
ufual, I paidall due refpe to your let-
ter, and immcdiatcly complied with its
contents. Ihad fentfor Mahomed Allee

: Beg
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Beg from Dacca, and I was on my way
from Patna towards Rajemahl, and had
reached Barr, when Mr. Ellis fent three
companies of feepoys, with two guns,
in order to fiirround my fortrefs of Taa-
Jjepoor, befides other companies towards
Durbunga, Mow, Teegra, Sircar Sarum,
Tekarry, and other diftrits in different
parts of the province, by which my af-
fairs have been fo much hurt, that an
entire ftop is put to the colle@ion of my
revenues.

I kNEW not in what light to confider
all thefe difturbances, plunderings and
ravages ; fo, upon information of this
news, ‘I difpatched Mahomed Ameen
Cawn, one of my jemmatdars, towards
Taajepoor, that he might enquire par-
ticularly, and bring me intelligence of
the caufe of fo much diforder. He had
not reached the place, before the com-
panies above-mentioned had taken holid
of Acbur Allee, Naib of Sheer Zaman,
my aumil at Taajepoor, and carried
him away to Patna. My jemmatdar
wrote me thefe particulars ; in anfiver to

E 2 which,
G373
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which, I fent him orders to bring your
gomaftah, refidingat the factory of Taaje-
poor to me, that [ might enquire of him,
Wwhy my aumil had been feized and car-
carried away.

Waen Mahomed Ameen Cawn drew
nigh to the falory, your feepoys there,
by order of the gomattah, fired upon him
without challenging him. My jemmat-
dar, having no other refource, made ufe

of the force that he had, feized your go-
* maftab, and brought him tome. I ex-
amined into this affair in the beft man-
ner, and then difmiffed your gomaftah.
I'found from him, that my aumil was
by no means in fault ; but Ellis, haying
fixed the blame of all thefe tumults and
diforders upon my aumils, under pre-
tence of the falt-petre, merely from his
own hatred to me, and viglence of tem-
per, has created thefe difturbances, and
perleveres in them. You wrote me here-
tofore, that by keeping ‘the wicket in
the city of Patna thut, a report would
in all probability prevail amongft the
people, that the Company and I were

at
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at variance.  Ellis for two years paft has

been making all thefe difturbances; in

order to demean me," and injure my af-

fairs. Ought I not to be informed, how

I am to confider thefe proceedings, and

. what is the reafon of them ? You are my

friend, bound to free me from all thefe

infults, which I never can bear with.

Since the faid gentleman has proceeded

to acts of violence againft my officers,’
fhould my officers, for the fake of their

charafers, ftand upon the defenfive, you
are not to. reproach me with it; but if

you are inclined to allow of Mr. Ellis’s

actions, you will do well to give the

country to him, that you and I may be

freed from the vexations of it; for I am

convinced, that the Council will not put

an end to thefe difputes.

I uave halted here at Barr two days,
on account of this affair; to-morrow I
fhall march towards Mongheer.

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the
Governor. Dated March 15, 1763.
+ I Have been favored with your let-
ter, together with copies of a per-

E 3 wannah
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wannah to Mahomed Allee Beg, andother
papers. You write, “that Mr. Senior paid
“ thedutiesupongooomaunds of faltatthe
*¢ Shahbunder, tooka pafs,and difpatched
“ his falt; but Syed Jelaul Bocary ftop-
* ped it, and requircd a further duty up-
“ on it. That at Rungpoor, a duty is de-
*‘ manded upon all kinds of goods; upon
*““ which account, the bufinefs of the
““ Englith gentlemen, and their gomaf-
“ tahs, is entirely ftopped. That at
“ Shewgunge, belongingto Dinagepoor,
““ Ramnaut, my Naib there, has col-
“ lected money, under pretence of a tax,
* for the fupport of poor and indigent
“ people. That Roy Mohunloll, aumit
“ of Bahar, demands a duty upon opi-
“ um. That as your gomaftahs, about
“ Rangamettee, are diftreffed through
““ a fcarcity of provifions, you have fent
“ fome feepoys thither, to bring Syed
“ Jelaul Bocary to yon.”

Frowm the beginning to this time I
have looked wpon myfelf as obliged to
you; and have affented to every thing
you either fpoke, wrote, of negotiated

with
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with me, upon any affair whatever. [
have to preferve the friendthip between
us, put an entire ftop to the collection
of all kinds of duties, and cuftoms upon
merchandize, as well inland as foreign,
both from you and the reft of the Eng-
lith gentlemen ; and all other people both
greatand fmall ; nay, tho’ it was plain-
ly to the detriment of my affairs, yet to
avoid all difputes between your govern-
ment and mine, I have thut up all my
mints ; and I have likewife fent for Ma~
homed Allee Beg from Dacca. Now
you will pleafe to confider if you have
fpoken, or written to me, upon any other
matter, that I have not complied with.
NorwiTHsTANDING all this that T
have done to preferve your efteem, and
although you have exprefled the fincereft
friendfhip, and regard for me, yet your
fending feepoys to feize my officers and
bring them to you, will convince all
mankind, what folid foundation the
friendfhip and love between us is built
upon, Thefe kinds of reports may be
F % e fuitable
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fuitable to your intentions, but they
arc by no means agreeable to mine,

IToLD you face to face, and have
written again and again to you, that on
account of the difference of difpofition,
betwixt me and the Englith gentlemen ;
I looked upon myfelf as infufficient for
this employment ; accordingly, it were
much better, that in the fame manner
as they gave it once to me, they now de-
liver it over to whomfpeyer they may
think proper. :

IT is very far from the charaéter be-
coming you, to write me letters breath-
ing n{:l’hing but friendfhip 5 and, at the
fame time, to give ear to the unjuft
reports of your own People, and take
fteps towards a rupture,

IF you are willing to fhew yourfelf a
friend, immediately order back Syed
Jelaul Bocary, to his own diftrict; and
break not up the foundation of gy
ﬁ'icndﬂlip; n dﬂing whjch, b}’ the b?,
you are not backward ; fince, I think
there is no great favor in fending your
feepoys-againft my officers, and in writ<

ll']g
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ing to me on fuch fubje&s. If you are
{till refolved to make ufe of forces, do
not write to me, for I will not return
you an anfwer upon fuch matters.

In the Nabob's own Hand.

Sucw difturbances as the Englifh have
fet on foot, were never known in any
government, till the time of Meer Ma-
homed Jaffier Cawn; that they fhould
fend feepoys and feize the officers of the
goverment, and carry them away ; at
the fame time, that the Nazim was look-
ing on, without taking notice of it. All
my forbearance has been owing entirely
to the friendfhip between you and me.
If the Englith gomaftahs will carry-
on their trade, according to the cuftom
practifed by other merchants, it is well.
If not, I have no refource, but to make
ufe, as you do, of expreflions tending

to diffolve our friendthip. My reputa- .

tion and honor are dearer to me than
life. If you are inclined to let friendthip
fubfift between us, you ought to lay a-
fide thefe difturbances and altercations,
which muft produce a rupture; and i

you
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you are inclined to break with me, let’
me know it immediately, that [ may have
nothing further to do with thefe things,
for I can bear them no longer.”

Tuz Nabob'sletters of the 1 ith, 14th,
and 15th of March, having been read in
Council, the 24th, it was refolved, that
the following anfwer thould be wrote
him by me as Prefident.

Capy of the Letter to the Nabob. Dgar.
ed March 24, 1763.

o I Have received your letters of the
11th, 14th, and 1 sth inftant, With
regurd to the interruptions of our trade,
and the difputes which haye happened
between the dependents of your go-
vernment and ours; oyr original orders
Were to apply to you, and your officers,
for redrefs, on any occafion of complaint
On our part; but this was {o often done
without cffect, that finding the inter-
-ruptions and difturbances daily increafe,
infomuch that our bufinefs was, in moit
parts, put an entire ftop to; we had no
remedy
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remedy left to make ufe of, but that of
force, to free our bufinefs; and there-
fore, difagreeable as it was to us, we
were obliged to give fuch orders to all
the facories, of which you have been be-
fore duly advifed.

WauaT Mr. Ellis has done in the
Patna province, for clearing the Compa-
ny’s bufinefs, was agreeable to the faid
orders, fent him by the Board; and I
muft here particularly obferve, with ref-
pedt to that gentleman's not applying to
you for redrefs on any occafion, that you
have abfolutely put it out of his power,
by declaring, that you would not anfiver
any of his lettets, and having really left
ananfivered four which he actually wrote
you.

I po not find that you have yet given
orders to any of your officers to forbear
from obftru&ing our bufinefs, as they
ftill continue to do it, to the utmoft af-
their power, excepting in thofe places
where our troops are a@ually ftationed
for its prote&ion ; when you have given
fuch ofders as thall put an end to thofe
obftruc-
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obftructions, we, on our part, will not
interfere with your officers, or the affairs
of your government.

I HavE wrote yon before of our re-
folutions and demands, and now I again
acquaint you, that we fhall init upon
a compliance with them in every point.
Myfelf, as well as the Council, are hear-
tily refolved to fupport you in your go-
vernment, and all its rights; but if you
oppofe our people in the execution of
orders, which we have authorized, and
with which you have been acquainted,
we fhall look upon fuch a condu@ as an
open declaration of war ; but to fhew
you our earneft defire to prevent fuch
an event, we continue in our refolution
to fend to you Mr. Amyatt (who will he
accompanied by Mr. Hay) for the pur-
pofe we have before wrote you, as {oon
as we fhall receive your anfiver to that
letter.

I MusT in this Jetter take notice of
two particular phrafes, that you make
ufe of, fervants and mey of low charaéter.
T am very unwilling to fuppofeyoucould,

by

e RE o o
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by fuch -unbecoming expreffions, mean -

the gentlemen of Council; but theywith
me infift upon an explanation, as we
-willlhy fio means fuffer ourfelves to be
treated with difrefpe&.”

I miy letterto the Board from Mong-
hieer, which contained the regulations
made with the Nabob, I mentioned a
refolution expreflfed by him, to abolifh
all duties whatever in his dominions, to
avoid the daily difputes between our peo-
ple and his officers, who colleéted them.
This he now actually put in execution,
as appears by fome of the foregoing let-
ters. It was known at Calcutta by pri-
vate advices, before the receipt of thofe

letters, and became the fubjeét of a frefh
difpute, which was opened by Mr. John-
flone in confultation, the 22d of March.
As all ‘the arguments on this fabject are
fully ftated in the minutes entered upon
it, by the feveral members of the Board,
I fhall only enter thofe minutes, adding,
that it was refolved upon, by a great ma-
jority, that this exemption was a breach

of
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of the Company’s privileges; and that
the Nabob fhould be pofitively required
to recall it; and colle@ duties as before
from the country merchants, and all o-
ther perfons who had not the protection
of the Company’s duftuck.,

Myr. Johnftone's Minuts,

“* No public advices having been yet
received from the Chief and Council at
Patna ; and the inftrutions for Mef, A-
myatt and Hay being now lying for con-
fideration ; - Mr. Johnftone begs leave to
deliver in copies of funnuds, iffued at
- Patna, &c. by the Nabob, received in
private letters, ordering an exemption
to all merchants from dutjes of every
kind on their trade for two years. As
this proceeding appears deftrudtive to
theCompany’s royal privilegesand rights,
Mr. Johaftone thinks e merits the con-
fideration of the Board, to concert mea-

1o prevent this injurious attempt of
the Nabob, which he, conceives beyond
his _authurit;,r as a Subah, raifed and fup-
ported by us, without any revocation of
our. grants, by the King himflf; and

that
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that we neither ean, nor ought to ad-
mit of it, confiftently with the truft re-
pofed in us by the Company, while they
have placed the means of fupporting
their rights in our hands.

Mr. Watts's Opinion.

¢« Mz, WATTs is of opinion, that the
Nabob’s taking off dutics on all goods,
muit be highly detrimental to the Com-
pany’s trade ; that it is a ftep ke, as Su-
bah of Bengal, has no authority to do
-without permiffion from the Mogul ; and
as the Mogul has always deemed the
Englifh, in 3 much fuperior light to the
Nabob, he thinks it is incumbent on
them to infift, that the duties be col-
leéted from other merchants as formerly,
otherwife our privileges, granted to us
by the Firmaun, &c. will be entn'e}y
overfet.”

My, Marriott's Opinion.

“ Mer. MarriorT thinks, that the
Nabob, in iffuing out the late perwannah
to take off duties from all trade, has
acted quite contrary to the Company’s

intereft ; and muft, if not put a ftop to,
prevent
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prevent our procuring the ufual inveft-
ment, a5 the goods in confequence will
be dearer, the quantity {maller, and the
quality much inferior,

Tuar this order appears to have been
done with a defign to prejudice the Eng-
lifh affairs in this country as much as pof-
fible, as the rights and privileges we hold

~over other European nations; and the
natives of this country, are now become
void, and what has coft the Company
fo great an expence of blood and trea.
fure, is now rendered of no fignification.

‘TuaT the making our Firmaun pri-
vilege of no effe@, which he has done by
this order, is the fame as if he had en-
tirely prevented us trading with a Com-
pany’s duftuck, and demanded duties as
he has lately done,

THAT we ought, at al] tates, to infift
on his recalling thefe orders, and thould
he refufe, look upon it asa downright
declaration againft the Company’s in-
tereft, and a@ with him as an infringer
of our rights,” g

Mr.,
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Mr. Hay's Opinion.

- It appears to Mr. Hay, that the Na-
bob’s remitting the duties on the whole
trade of thefe provinces for two years, is
done with no other defign, than to pre-
judice the affairs of the Englith, and ren-
der of as little ufe as pofiible, the pri-
vileges they enjoy by the grants they are
poflefied of ; and that this ftep has been
pointed out to him by the Armenians, or
{fome others, whofe intereft it is, that the
Englifh thould be loaded with that, more
than double cuftom of nine per cent. in
hopes that the Company, within the
fpace of two years, may, from an
apprehenfion of their own trade being
hurt, order that this extravagant duty
fhould be paid, or that the inland trade
fhould not be carried on by their fer-
vants. The Nabob will be no lofer by
this meafure, for he will undoubtedly,
at the end of the two years, make the
merchants anfwerable to him for the du-
ties on the goods, in which they trade
- in the interim. This is the beginning
of a game that will, no doubt, if a ftop

Vor. 1II. F is
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is not put to it, be continually played
to the difadvantage of the Englith Com-
pany. Mr. Hay is therefore of opinion,
that it fhould be made known to the
Nabob, that we look on this meafure as
defigned to prejudice the Company’s af-
fairs; and that we will not quietly fee
him proceed in meafures, that can an-
{wer no other purpofe than the overfet-
ting our privileges.
Myr. Johnitone's Opimion.
F ENTIRELY agree with Mr. Hay's
opinion. 1 have heard it wrged, that
the Nibob is mafter in his territories, and
may therefore remit to his fubje@ts any
advantage accruing to his revenues, by
duties colle@ed in the country. To me
it appears quite otherwife, nor can I con-
ceive that the Nabob, whom we have
raifed to the Subahthip, and have hither-
to fupported him in it by force of arms,
in oppofition to the King, can ever have
thereby acquired a- right to undermine,
and entirely ruin, the rights and advan-
tages, the Company; at an immenfe ex-
pence, obtained by grants from the fo-
' vereign
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vereign of the kingdom, or by treaties
with the foregoing Subshs; all which
this man has bound himfelf to maintain,
and confirm to us in their fulleft extent.
Had fuch an attempt been made by Jaf-
fier Allee Cawn, or Serajah Dowla, to
render of no ufe and effe&, the fingular
advantage our nation® enjoyed, by the
privilege of carrying on their trade un- .
der the duftuck; furely, every one muit
have confidered fuch proceedings as the
plaineft declaration of their enmity, ill-
will, and fixed refolution to ruin our
trade, fuperiority, and influence through
the country, by reducing us on a foot-
ing with all other European or foreign
traders, and even with the very Bengal
inhabitants. I imagine, that no power
we have been pleafed to invellt this Na-
bob with, can ever authorize him to take
fuch a ftep, to the prejudice of the Com-
pany, or juftify us to our employers, to
permit it to take place. Nothing lefs
than an order from the King at Delly,
could claim ounr regard in this point;
and even that I believe the Company
Fia would
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would expect we thould notcomply with,
till we had ufed every method in our
power, for the prefervation of their
rights and immunities. The Nabob, af-
ter repeated attempts to burthen us with
the exorbitant duty of nine per cens. on
articles of our exports, as well as infand
trade ; on finding the Board refolved to
oppofe it, and fupport the duftuck inits
full extent, has now recourfe to an ex-
emption from all duties to other mer-
chants, to invalidate onr proceedings, in
oppofition to the late regulations ; but
he may, with as great propriety, in re-
gard to us, infift on the one as the other ;
and our time and arguments will feem to
have been employed to very little pur-
pofe indeed, if we allow him to elude
~ them, and baffle us by fuch a proceed-
mg. Nor can I imagine the neceflity
of Mef. Amyatt and Hay, now pro-
ceeding to explain our refolutions, and
the extentof our privileges, while they
are thus rendered of no effect; till that
demand therefore be revoked, bya pre-
vieus application of the Board, any de~
~ putation
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putation to him would appear to me ra-=
ther hurtful than beneficial.
Mp. Cartier's Opinsan.

Mg. CARTIER cfteems the copy of a
funnud, from Cofiim Allee Cawn, to
the Naib of Patna, direting him to lay
open the trade of the country to the
natives, &c. for the fpace of two years,
free of all duties and taxes, purpolely
done to render void, and counteract thofe
regulations we have been deliberating
upon, for thefe laft two months, for the
better eftablifhment of our particular pri-
vileges, and to fet proper boundarics to
our own, as well as the Nabob’s power.
That this grant will very materially af-
fect the Honorable Company’s inveft-
ment in every branch, not only in point
of price, but the amount of their order ;
that the former will be greatly inban-
ced, as the latter proportionably decrea-
fed, from the fiwarm of purchafers this
indulgence muft neceffarily produce; and
that the Honorable Company'’s particular
privi.lcges and grants, derived to them
from the authority of the great Mogul,
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will be rendered invalid, and of no con-
fequence by this ftep; that we are ftrong-
ly interefted, from every mative of good
and wife policy, to prevent the fame from
taking effe@, more particularly as its
taking place would overfet our influence,
and ruin that diftinguithing mark of fa-
vor, received from the Court of Delly.
That if it be allowed a right inherent
in the Nabob, to do as he pleafes with
the revenues of his country, and to thew
all manner of indulgencies to his fub-
jedts 5 it will as naturally follow, that it
becomes neceffary in us, to prevent any
innovation in his government, that muft
evidently be attended with bad confe-
qitences to the Honorahble Company’s af-
fairs ; he is therefore of opinion, that all
poffible endeavors thould pe tried to pre-
vent this funnud from taking effeét ; and
that the methods neceflary to be applied
to anfwer this purpofe, merit the confi-
deration of the Board.
Mr. Billers', Opinion.

MR. Brrregrs agrees entirely in opi-

nion with Mr. Marrioge.

Mr.
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Mr. Batlon's Opinion.

Tue Nabob’s giving up the duties on
all trade in the country, is evidently de-
figned to undermine and deftroy the pri-
vileges, which the Englifh enjoy by the
King's Firmaun ; and Mr. Batfon thinks,
that he has been encouraged in this, and
feveral other fchemes, prejudicial to the
Englith, by a fattion of Armenians and
others, from private and corrupt views,
and that therefore we fhould take the
moft effeftual methods to prevent this
fcheme from taking place.

WaaT has been urged by fome gen-
tlemen, that the Nabob has a right to
do what he pleafes in his own country,
would better become his vackeels, than
members of this Board.

Mgr. Batsox thinks we fhould op-
pofe, to the utmoft, all his attempts a-
gainft the Englifh interefts.

Myr. Amyatt's Opinion.

Mr. AMYATT coincides in opinion

with Mef, Marriott and Hay.

*

F g The
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-ThePref; dent’sand My Haitin &s"s Opinton.

In our letter to the Board, of the
15th of December, from Mongheer, it
is noticed, that the Nabob had declared
his refolution to take off al] cuftoms, and
lay trade entirely Open, in cafe the dif-
putes between s, concerning the cuf-
toms on the private inland trade, could
not be amicably fettled, ang we infifted
. Oncarrying it on free of duties, The
reafons he gave for this refolution are
there mentioned, viz,  « That if we
“ thought our privilcgcs-extcnded fo
“ far, and would CAITY on our trade in
“ all articles, free of cuftoms, of courfe
** the country merchangs could have Jit-
“ tle fhare, and the duties proceeding
“ therefrom would be mconfidera=
““ ble, that he thought j; would be
*“ more for the advantagc of his reve-
“ nues, to cncourage the Mmerchants in
** general, by an entire abolition of 4]

* putes between him and us”  We
added in the fime letter, that we had dif-

fuaded
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fuaded the Nabob from this meafure, left
it thould prejudice the Company’s bufi-
nefs, by enhancing the number of pur-
chafers, and rendering the duftuck ufe-
lefs ; and mentioned this as an argument,
why we ought to confent to pay cuftoms
on our private inland trade, not to rifk
hurting the Company's intereft, for our
own particular advantage. :

It has however been determined by
the majority of the Board, that we fhall
trade in all articles cuftom-free, as well
from place to place in the country, in
commodities produced in the country, as
in foreign imports and commodities for
exportation ; which refolution being de- .
clared to the Nabob, he on his part has
determined to take off cuftoms in gene-
ral, and lay trade entirely open.

Wi eannot think him to blame in this
proceeding, nor do we fee how he could
do otherwife. For altho’ it may be for
our intereft to determine, that we will
have all the trade in our hands, that we
will employ our own people to make
falt, take every article of the produce of
i the
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the country off the ground at the firft
hand, and afterwards fend it where we
pleafe free of cuftoms : we fay, tho’ it
may be for our intereft to make this un-
limited ufe of our force, yet it is not to
be expected the Nabob will join with us,
in endeavoring to deprive every merchant
of the country of the means of carrying
on their bufinefs, which muft undoubt-
cdly foon be the cafe, if they are obliged
to pay heavy duties, and we trade in every
article on the footing beforementioned.

Nertuer in our opinion could the
Nabob in fuch circumftances collect e-
nough to pay the expence of the chokeys
collectors, &c. fo that trade would be Jia-
ble to clogs and interruptions, without
any benefit to the government, As to the
Nabob's rights to lay trade open, it is
our opinion, that the Nazim of every
province has a right to do any thing for
- therelief of the merchants trading under
his protection, without waiting an or-
der from the Court.

Besipes, there is at this time no Court
nor King, nor has been for fome years ;

and
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and therefore the Nazims muft of neceffi-
ty manage their {everal governments, as
they fhall judge beft for the general good.
Axp if either the Nabob Serajah Dow-
la, Jaffier Allee Cawn, or Coffim Allee
Cawn, havea right to give up to us thofe
duties which their predeceflors received,
or permit us to trade in articles we were
before excluded from, of courfe they
have a right alfo to make regulations in
favor of trade in general. We there-
fore think, that all we have to do on this
occafion is, to take fuch precautions, as
may prevent this order from prejudicing
the Company’s inveftments, by fecing
that the weavers employed in that fer-
vice are not engaged or taken away by
other merchants, which is a right we
have always exercifed ; and this being
done, we hope the prefent regulation,
inftead of being a prejudice to the Com-
pany’s bufinefs, may be an advantage to
it, as well as to the country in general,
by rendering the neceffaries of life cheap-
er, and particularly thofe of the poorer
fort, as rice, falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, &c.
Opinion
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Opinion of the Majority.

I't being the opinion of the Board,
that the revoking of the abovementioned
funnud be a point infifted upon from the
Nabob,

Refilution in Confequence.

Agrerp, That anadditional paragraph
be added accordingly to the inftruftions
given to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay.”

I uave before * taken notice of a pro-
hibition of one of the Nabob's letters to
Mahomed Allee, to take any duties from
goods which had my duftuck, and of
the advantige which Meflieurs John-
ftone and Hay took of that expreflion, to
refle€t upon me, as endeavoring to except
my own trade from the tax levied on that
of others.  When the inftruétions to
Mefi. Amyatt and Hay came to be de-
bated betore the Board, it was moved in
a-minute of Mefl. Johnftone and Hay,
that they fhould be directed to enquire,
whether any private agreement had been
made between the Nabob and myfelf re-
fpecting my own trade. It will be fuffi-

cient

L .

I
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cienton this fubjeét to enter their mi-
nute, and my own anfwer and obferva-
tions on it.

Extraélof Confultationof March28,1763.
Meff. Johnftone and Hay's Minute.

k MEBSIEURS Johnftone and Hay
propofe, that it fhould be made

an article in the inftructions to Meff. A-
myatt and Hay, to inquire of the Nabob
what his meaning is, when he fays, that
M. Vanfittart’s own particular gomaftah
fhall be excufed the duty laid on the
trade of the Company, from one part of
the country to the other, in cafe they
produce Mr. Vanfittart's public or pri-
vateduftuck ; for as this affair now ftands
reprefented, it will appear, that a pri-
vate agreement has been entered into be-
tween Mr. Vanfittart and the Nabob, to
put all that trade into Mr. Vanfittart's
hands, which the reft of the Englith
were deprived of by the treaty laid be-
fore the Board ; and as the order of the
Nabob to Mahomed Allee appeared be-
forethe Board's difapprobation wasknown
to
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to the Nabob, confequen tly the Compa-
ny will expect to have it enquired into.
The Prefident's Minute.

Tue Prefident defires it may be mi-
nuted, that he is the firft to defire fuch
: anenqlﬁr}rm'aybc made; and in the mean
time, that he can refer to the papers he
delivered into Council the firft of Febru-
ary laft, to prove that he was the firft to
give orders to his agents to pay the duties
agreed on; and to that very letter # of
the Naboby's to Mahomed Allee, read in
confultation the 2dof March (from which
thofe gentlemen have taken their obfer-
vation) to prove, that his bufinefs was
ftopped as foon as others after the regu-
lations, not only in his private inland
trade, on which he agreed to pay nine
per cent. duties ; but alfo in the cloth
trade provided for him by a duoftuck :
and it is in direct reference to this laft
circumftance that the N abob fays, « jif

 or the Governor's own duftuck, you

"l

* See the lettor Vel II. Page 427, which is an

anfiver to the Guv:mnr's_ complaint of fome of his
cloth being flopped,
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¢ are not to impede him.” Asa further
proof, that the Prefident never defired
any fuch order from the Nabob, he lays
before the Board the following Extract
of a letter which he wrote to the Nabob
on the fubject the 6th of March *. He
concludes with obferving, that as this is
not the firft inftance of Mefi. Johnflone
and Hay's endeavouring to fcandalize his
charaéter, there is no room for heing
furprized at it.

On the zoth of March I received
two letters from the Nabob, complain-
ing of the injurics done him by the
Board, and the infults to which he was
daily expofed, in very warm and expref-
five terms ; and the next day a letter ar-
rived from the gentlemenat Patna, giv-
ing an account of a fkirmifh between
fifty of our feepoys, and fome of the Na-
bob’s people near Gyah. Thofe letters
were as follow. -

* See this extra& in page 427. in Vel. IT.

Copy
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Copy of a Letter from the Nabob 15 the

Governor.  Dated March 22, 1763.

YO UR agreeable letter, in anfiver
to what I wrote you is arrived,

and I underftand the contents, viz. < You
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laid my two letters before the reft of
the Council, from the perufal of which,
it appeared to you, and the whole
Board, that notwithftandin g all the
injury Mahomed Allee Beg, and o-
thers, had been the caufe of, yet I am
unwilling to examine into it, and con-
cern myfelf in the clearing it up ;
wherefore, you write me the parti-
culars of your refolves as follows,
“ You carefully perufed the Royal
Firmaun, &c. from which you un-
derftand, that the Englith are to trade
with the Company’s duftuck duty-free
every where in ports, and alfe in in-
land places, by land and by water,
throughont the provinces of Bengal,
Bahar and Oriffa. T approved and
fteady refolution of the whole Board
upon which, is to o0 agreeably to the
Firmaun and your funnuds, '
“ But
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*“ BuT in examining this matter you
obferved, that upon fome certain ar-
ticles, it was cuftomary in fome cer-
tain places, to give a certain confi-
ration ; upon tobacco in two places,
namely, Dacca and Luckypoor; nei-
ther you, nor the reft of the Council,
are defirous of annulling an eftablifh-
ed rule ; and upon falt, you will let
me have two and a half per cenz.

*“ SmouLp my officers injure the Eng-
lith gﬂ;ﬁa&ahs, the Englith gomaftahs
are to reprefent their grievances to the
chief of a fattory, which he is to de-
termine without favor or affection.

“ Avrv loffes that have arifen to the
gentlemen of Council, through the
oppreflions of my officers, upon proof,
you lay me under the neceffity of mak-
ing good to you ; but until my offi-
cers receive orders, that the agree-
ment between you and me is not to
take effed, they will not refrain from
injuftice ; I muft therefore return
you the letter of agreement betwixt
Vou, IIL G “ you
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¢ you and me, and write to all my of-
 ficers, that I have returned it.”

‘Berore this, I fent for Mahomed Al-
lec Beg, in order to enquire into parti-
culars. All whatever you may have paid
him, by way of cuftom, either in mo-
ney or merchandize, and can fend me
his own fealed receipts for, I will make
him repay in money, and will feverely
punifh him.

You, and the reft of the Board, in
conformity to the Firmaun, hufbul-hoo-
kums, &c. funnuds, are willing to give
me fomething upon tobacco, in two
places, namely, Dacca and Luckypoor,
and will let me have two and a half per
cent. upon falt,  Why fhould you take
upon you fo great a hardfhip ? As I ne-
ver got any thing by collecting duties,
and they are a caufe of endle(s difputes
between us, I have entirely put a flop to
colle&ing cuftoms.

I Am not ignorant of the nature of
your Firmaun and Hufbul-hookums. I
have been twenty or thirty years in Ben-
gal, and am perfe@ly acquainted with

every
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every article in them. But not to go fo
far back. 1In the time of the Nabob
Meer Jaffier, when notwithﬁandinﬁ I
ftood your friend, it was a difficulty to get
ten or twenty timbers from Chittagong,
for building your houfes ; then what was
become of your Firmaun and Hufbul-
hookums ? And, at prefent, that I am
Nabob, where are they come from ?

Yovu arerefolved, that the determina-
tion of all difputes with my officers, thall
reft in the power of the chicfs of your
factories.

TrE juftice of the chiefs of the faGo-
ries is this; they abufe and beat my offi-
cers, and carry them away bound.

WiTh refpect to your writing me, to
make good in money the lofles the gen-
tlemen have fuftained. In the provinces
of my government, half is in land rents,
and half is in cuftoms.  You have taken
half the country, and by your favor, I
have not reaped fo much as a fingle
farthing, on account of the cuftoms ; and
the half of land rents which ‘remains,
goes to the payment of my feepoys. A-

G 2 ny
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ny other perfon, therefore, that you can
pitch upon, you will agree with, for
making good your loffes.

You demanded a perwannah to all my
officers.  Copies, both of a perwannah
and funnud, for exemption of dutics,
which I wrote to every one of my offi-
cers, are fent inclofed toyou. Ifany of
my officers fhall a& contrary to my or-
der, therein fignified, he fhall be pu-
nifhed,  You write me, to fend you
back the agreement made between us.
. The only agreement you made with me,
is a letter you wrote to me, which I
fend back, agreeable to your dire&ions.
If the former treaty, on which I depend-
ed, is of no ufe to me, and I have not
pafled a fingle moment free from trou-
ble and difpute, will 3 freth treaty be of
ule to me ? If you write to me tor the
former treaty, it thall be alfo font you."”

Copy of a@ Letter from the Nabob 15 the
Governor.. Dated March 22, 1763.

A YUUR favor, dated the 25th of
Shaaban, is arrived, and I am

happy
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happy with the news of your welfare ;
the copy of Rajah Nobit Roy’s letter,
which was inclofed, I have alfo receiv-
ed and read. You write me, that ¢ it
¢ is plain from Rajah Nobit Roy’s let-
““ ter, that I demand duties upon opium.
¢ That your right to trade in this, is
“ founded upon the Royal Firmaun,
“ Hufbul-hookums, and former fun-
¢ nuds, which, with all other rights and
*¢ privileges, the Englith are refolved
“ fteadfaftly to maintain, nor fuffer any
“ infringement. That you will fend me
““ copies of the Firmaun and funnuds
¢ by Mr. Amyatt. That I muft write
*“ to.all my officers and fougedars, that
trade may be carried on as ufual ; elfe,
in cafe of my delaying to do fo, a
a rupture would happen between me
“ and the Englifh.” :
TuE affair of duties is as follows.
On account of the oppreflion of the
Englith gomaflahs, there has not o
much as a fingle farthing been collected
by way of duties. Nay, fo far from it,
you form collufions with fome of my
G 3 : people,

(14
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people, and exa&t fines from others.
And many merchants, who ought to
pay cuftoms, have carried their goods
duty-free, through your protection. Up-
- on this account, I have entirely given up
the collection of duties, and removedall
chokeys whereloever eftablithed.  For
why fhould 1 fubje& my chara@er to be
reproached without caufe, on account of
duties ? If any one of iny people fhall
infift upon duties, I will feverely punith
him. As to what you write, of your
grounding your rights upon the Fir-
maun and former funnads, T have been
twenty or thirty years in this country,
and T am perfectly well acquainted with
the nature thereof. But you ought to re-
member, that your gomaftahs, until the
time of Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn,
traded only in fome certain articles. Nay,
altho' I ftood your friend, you were una-
ble to pmvi@e ten ortwenty timbers from
Chittag_ong_ for building; but now, in my
adminiftration, your gomaftahs make fo
many difturbances, and arc guilty of fo
great amyurics, that I cannot enumerate

them.
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them. Judge, therefore, from thefe cir-
cumiftances, who is the opprefior, and
who the opprefied.

You write, that in cafe of my delay-
ing to fend orders to my officers, arup:
ture muft happen between us. It was
needlefs for you to write this to me, fince
before your letter M. Ellis never let {lip
any opportunity of bringing about a rup-
ture, and fhewing his ill-will to me, and
brought the affairs to this length. Nor
has he ever omitted any occafion of per-
plexing my affairs, and difgracing my
officers. Why need I continue to re-
peat thefe things to you? Itis the cuflom
of Europeans, to change their chief every
threc years. As three years of my being
Nazim are almoft expired, and you have

“pever had any pretence, by any devia-
tion on my part; therefore, with a view
to effe a change, and turn me out, you
have been raifing all thefe difputes andal-
tercations,and havewritten to your gomaf-
tahs, to commit difturbances and ravages
in my country; and have fent troops,

to beat, bind, confine, and carry off my
G 4 ~ officers,
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officers, expecing that I would accord-
ingly make fome flir, and you might be
furnithed with a pretence againft me.”

Copy of @ Letter from the Chief and Coun-
cil at Patna to the Board, March 23,1763.
L ‘WE have now to acquaint you
with an affair, which will fur-
ther explain the intentions of the Nabob,
and thew, that they are not merely con-
fined to the collection of duties on our
trade. A fubahdar, about the beginning
of this month, had permiffion to go and
worlhip at Gyah, and was furnifhed with
a duftuck from the chief, another from
Nobit Roy, and a letter from the latter
to the fougedar of that place, to prevent
his meeting any infulss, But notwith-
ftanding this Precantion, he was made a
prifoner : the chief, 4 pon being inform-
ed of it, fent fifty feepoys to releafe him,
and feize the offender, which they ef-
feCted, but were the next day furround-
ed in a houfe by about 4000 of the Na-
bob's troops from Tikarr_v.r. The fubah-

dar afked their intentions, and told them,
he
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he had no orders to moleft any perion.
The commander replied, it was the Na-
bob’s orders, to cut every Englith fee-
poy to pieces wherever they were*found.
The fubahdar told him, he would not
fubmit fo tamely. After much alterca-
tion, the Nabob’s officers agreed to let
them go, provided they would deliver
up their arms and cloaths ; but this be-
ing abfolutely refufed by the fubahdar,
the Nabob's people began to fire on them,
and throw combuftibles into the houfe,
by which g havaldar was killed, and a
few feepoys wounded. ©Our people then,
and not before, returned their fire, and
defended themfelves till the evening,
when they marched out of the houfe,
bringing their wounded with them, and
arrived here this morning, without any
further lofs,

Tur people, who were the original
infiruments of this mifchief by feizing
the fubahdar, efcaped during the fray ;
and in the prefent fituation of affairs, we
cannot {pare a force fufficient to chaftize
their infolence ; but we doubt not you
will refent it in fuch a manner, as fhall

deter
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deter the Nabob and his officers from
afting fo in future.

Tue city is flill in the fame uproar
and confufion, and all bufinefs, but that
of war, at a ftand.”

Wuex thefe letters ® were read at the
- Board, great offence was taken at the
ftyle of the Nabob, which was Jjudged
to indicate {0 ill a difpofition towards us,
as to render all hopes of an accommo-
dation vain ; and it was moved by fome,
that the deputation fhould be fet afide,
and the army held in readinefs to march ;
but the majority being of opinion, that
Mr. Amyatt and Hay fhould proceed as
far as Coffimbuzar, and there wait till
the Nabob’s affent to the deputation
thould authorize them to proceed ; it
was refolvedaccordingly, that they thould
. fet
* Atthe fame confultation were read two letters
of the Nabob, to meand Mr. Amyatt, in anfwer to
the propofed deputation, Though the fubflance of
thefe letters s fufficiently noticed in the minutes
which follow, yet to avoid any mifconftrution from
their omiffion, 1 have wrote to Bengal for the co-
pics; and they fhall be hercafier inferted,
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fet out. As the opinions of the Board
contain the fulleft remarks that can be
made on the Nabob's letters, and ferve
to throw a frefh light on the difpofitions
of the feveral members, 1 fhall here in-
fert them.

Extraét of Confiltation, April 1, 1763.
Mr. Watt's Opinion.

- THE Nabob's letters appear to me

to contain little elfe than evafi-
ons and infolences. His conduct for ma-
ny months paft has been fuch, that there
is little room left to doubt his intenti-
ons, whichare to diftrefs the Englith, and
depreciate their chara&er, power and in-
terelt in thefe provinces ; and 1am forry
to fay, he has almoft accomplithed them.
It is natural to conclude, that a man
raifed to the Subahthip, and fupported
by them to the utmoft, contrary to the
inclinations of the King and great peo-
ple of the country, would have fome
regard for their intereft, if not fome
friendfhip for the Englith; but his con-

duét proves the contrary; and the ﬁchlz
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he has purfued in taking off all dutics is,
and will be the greateft detriment to the
Company and the Englith. His refufing
to fee Mr. Amyatt I deem an infult; his
letter bids us defiance ; the preparations
he is making every where, and the rea.
dinefs he thews to quarrel with us, haye
produced an entire ftoppage to trade.

Mr. Warrs js therefore of Opinion,
that a letter be wrote to the Nabob, in-
fiting on his recalling the orders for not
levying of duties, and that the trade of
the country be carried on as formerly ;
that if he will comply with this, Mef,
Amyatt and Hay thould proceed to him
to fettle any other Points ; but if on the
contrary, that we do ourfelves Jjuftice,
and take that fatisfadtion by force for the
many infults he has Putupon us, which
he refufed to give; and that orders he
given for the army to hold themfelyes
in readinefs to march,

Mr. Marrioty’s Opinion,

Mze. Mazriory is of opinion, that
the Nahoh's letters are Wrote in a ye
Improper and indecent ftyle, and that he

- fhews
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{hews throughout great diftruft and dif-
fidence of us; that notwithftanding he
thinks, from the Nabob’s attions and
letter, particularly thefe laft, we thould
be fully juftified in coming to an open
war with him ; yet a revolution is of fuch
a nature, and muft be attended with fuch
bad conifequences to our characer and
reputation, if not to our intercft, thatit
is the laft thing to be withed for. He
therefore thinks a letter {hould be wrote
to the Nabob, informing him, that there
are a number of articles to be commu-
nicated to him by Mefl. Amyatt and
Hay, befides that of duties, for the wel-
fare and intereft- of the Company, and
his own government. That if he has the
thoughts of cither at heart, he fhould
affent to Mefl. Amyatt’sand Hay's com-
ing upon this occafion, That our troops
 have never acted, but when his officers
had dire@ly ftopped our bufinefs. That
we once more afiure him of our willing-
nefs to prote&t him on all occafions in
his juft rights; and that we never had
an intention of fetting up a competitor

againft
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againft him. That without he will allow

us to remove his fufpicions and Jealoufies

by an interview, with two of the mem-

bers of the Board, it will be impofiible

for us to act otherwife, than as againft

a declared enemy, which we thall then

unwillingly be obliged to, for the pre-.
fervation of our rights and privileges,

THAT in the mean time MefT: Amyatt
and Hay, might be requefted to proceed
up a5 far as Coflimbuzar, ang there wait
till'we receive the Nabob's anfiver 5 if
that anfwer fhould not  defire an jm.
mediate interview with Mef,
and Hay, or be the leagt oy
army fhould march up
him as an enemy.

Mr. Hay's Opinisn.

TrE Nabob's conduét for near 3
twelvemonth paft, and particularly his
method of redrefling our grievances when

' t purpofe ; and his Je¢-
> Which poing out the
h'he thinks e ought
to be kept, and his notion of ‘the privi-
feges which we cnjoy, by grant and trea-

ty,

Amy:u:
afive, that the
and 24 againft



Tranfaclions in BENGAL. 9§

ty, fully declare his refolution to give
us no fatisfaction for the lofles we have
fuftained, by the unjuft conduét of his
officers, or to treat with us about thefe
affairs, or receive the deputation pro-
pofed by us, to be fent to him for the
adjuftment of them. Thelfe together
convince me, was the confequence of a
rupture, with the Nabaob, ever fo doubt-
ful, that it would be our intereft, and
the beft meafure that could be purfued,
immediately to march againft. him,s be-
fore he could do the country much harm,
or be prepared to perpetrate our ruin,
which, no doubt he would, were it in
his power; and I imagine, by his late
conduét, he thinks it is. . By comparing
the condition of his army and ours, I
think it can hardly be doubted, but a
war between us muift end in his imme-
diate ruin, although he fhould employ
_his whole art for fomemonthsto ftrength-
en himfelf.

IT is reafonable to think, that any
other perfon, in the Nabob’s fituation,

would be jealous of us, as long 2s we
continue
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continie to hold the pofleflions we have
in the country; and that nothing but
our having a fufficient force, or reputa-
tion in the country, can keep them to
us. . Thefe have, in my opinion; both
been greatly leflened by a very bad po-
licy, in making the Nabob too great ;
for as his power increafes, fo, in compa-
rifon, ours does diminifh. But our re-
putation has fuffered much more than
our power, by than means ; for by giv-
ing up to the Nabob thofe that we had
promifed to protect; and fecing him,
without ever making a remonftrance, ru-
in almoft every perfon in the country,
that had ever any conne@ion with the
Englith ; and making them promife ne-
ver to have any, under fevere penalties,
we have entirely Toft that reputation
which we had, of being perfons of  ho-
nor, whofe words and promifes might,
in all cafes, be depended on ; and which
received fuch great and irreparable hurt
by the laft revolution, This kind of re-
putation, which we have fo much fuﬁer—
ed in, is not only very defirablé, but
highly
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highly ufeful; but that kind of reputa-
tion which we had, of being mafters of
the country, when we pleafed, would
be equally, if not more ufeful to us, in
keeping us in poflefiion of our lands and
rights, and preventing us from number-
lefs broils, which a contrary opinion wilj
bring on us, and this has equally been
. burt by our policy; for the people in
the country can never think, that our
conduét proceeded from any other caufe,
than an inability to help ourfelves, or
a& otherwife.

Having confidered this, and that it
may be of f{ervice to our reputation, and
in fome meafure recover us from the im-
putation of being unfaithful to our en-
gagements, to endeayor all in our pow-
er (even by delay, which might beof the

‘moft- fatal confequence, was it not for-
the fuperiority that we have at prefent)
to bring about an adjuftment of affairs
with the Nabob, on fuch terms as have
been pmpuﬁ:d before ; which, I hope,
will fufficiently prevent its being thought
in the country, that we are altogether
Vou. IIL H dependent
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dependent.on the Nabob; I therefore a-
gree with Mr. Marriott in what he pro-
pofes to effe& it.
Mr. Johnftone's Opinion.
THERE is fcarce a man in the

vince, that ever had any attachment to
the Englifh, or any conne&ion or de-
pendence on them, but has been mark-
ed out, on that account, and facrificed
by the Nabob, through his Jealoufy and
hatred to us ; infomuch, that ¢ cannot
be faid, we have now left us one friend
in the country, nor any to give us the
leait intelligence of what paffes relative
tous, in thefe times of trouble, All
we learn, is throughour Chiefand Coun-
cil at Patna.  The proceedings of the
Nabob in turning off our troops. The
ftoppage and impediments thfown in the
way.of our trade, fince July lagt, With-
out the removal or punifhment of any of
the authors of thefe lofles and diftur-
bances. The infolent orders he eve
where iffued, to tyrn every Englithman
out of the country, that refufed obedi-
tuce to the late regulations, The vio-

lences
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lenices and oppreffions to whith his of-
ficers proceeded in confequence, in which
he both juftifies and fupports them by
force of arms. 'The orders he has iffu-
ed, for collecting nine per cent. dutyon
opium, and on goods purchafed, that are
produced in the country, without any
diftiné&ion, whether for export of inland
trade. The contemptible light in which
he confiders the Company's rights, in
virtue of their royal grants, and the late
treaties; and the intention he has fhewn,
of reducing and confining our trade to as
narrow limits, and under as great diffi-
culties, as thofe we labored under before
the revolution ; and the open attempt he
has now made to injure the Company’s
trade, by undermining their privileges,
and rendering them of no effed, in pre-
fuming of his own unwarranted authori-
ty to take off all duties. The attack he
ordered to be made on our factory, and
feepoys near Taajepoor, and his juftify-
ing the fame, and declaring his refolution
of oppofing force by force, on the like
occafions ; and the public threats he has

H 2 made
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made ufe of before the gomaftah, of ex-
tirpating the Englith, if ever they pre-
fumed to aét againft his aumils in fu-
ture ; though he had been previoufly in-
formed by the Board, - that our Chiefs
would act by their anthority, in freeing
our trade where ftopped, or in repelling
any infults or abufes of his officers. The
ftopping and imprifoning our fubahdar,
though furnithed with the Company's
duftyck, and attacking and killing our
people fent to relieve him, which agrees
perfeétly with his own declaration in his
letter, that he confiders things already
brought to a rupture. The Nabob's difin-
clination of entering into any new treaty
to adjuft thefe difputes. The flight and
difdain he fhews for that treaty by which
he holds his fubahih; P- His exprefs de- -
«laration to Mr. Amyatt, that he had

better keep away than come to talk upon
‘bufinefs. The Preparations that we are
informed from Patna, Moorfhedabad and
Dacea, he is every where m,a_king for
war, without having givr.u us.fatisf_afﬁun,
or any reafon to hope, that he will give

us

el
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us fatisfaction, on any of the points we
have laid down and infifted on. All
thefe circumftances, with the ftyle and
purport of his fix laft letters, which bid
us defiance in the moft infolent and un-
grateful manner, make me entirely of
opinion, that the Nabob looks upon us
as his enemies, and waits his opportu-
nity of ruining us. That, from his a-
yerfion to any advances to fettle thefe
quarrels, or credit any affurances we have
given him of our peaceable intentions,
the mutual confidence that cught to fub-
fift betwixt us (and without which, we
muft ever be in a flate of war, though
it be not publickly declared) is now loft,
without any well-grounded hope of its
being reftored, which does, and muit
tend to the ruin of all commerce; and,
therefore, I can neither think it fafe nor
honorable, or that, in the Nabob's pre-
fent difpofition towards us, it can pro-
duce any good effed, that Mefl. Amy-
att and Hay fhould proceed on the de-
putation ; and that till the Nabeb, by
his behavior, fhews as great a defire and

' H willing-
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willingnefs to prevent things coming to
extremes, by condefcenfions very differ-
ent from any he has made ; our own ho-
nor, and the intereft and fecurity of our
Honorable Mafters affairs, dictate to us,
to adopt and purfue more vigorous mea-
fures, and order the army to be held in
readinefs to march.
Mr. Haftings's Opinion,

THoven I do not approve of the res
gulations which have been refolved upon
by the majority of the Board, yet fince
they are to take place, and the difputes
-with the Nabob, upon the fubjes which
gave occafion to them, have been carried
to {0 great a height, I think it neceflary
that they fhould be delivered and ex-
Pliined to him by a deputation from the
Board, and that Meff. Amyatt and Hay
fhould therefore proceed, as before di-
re€ted, on that commiffion, The Nabob
has exprefied a defire to fee Mr. Amyatt,
and makes no other obje@ion to a con-
ference with him, on the affairs which
have been lately debated at the Board,
than his defire 1o avoid every fubject of

conten-
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contention ; having with that intent con-
fented to fuch of the articles as he has
been made acquainted with, But if he
has exceeded the intention of the Board,
or not fufficiently an{wered their expec-
tations, it is the more neceffary, that
fome gentlemen be deputed to confer
with him in perfon upon them ; it being
a known truth, that more may be ef-
fected by a perfonal negotiation in one
day, than in a month by letters.

As to the other part of the queftion,
which I fhall take the liberty to under-
ftand, in the terms in which it was firit
propofed, viz.. “ Whether the army
«¥Mould march againft the Nabb.” I
declare my entire diffent to fo violent a
meafure, which no pretencé of necefii-
ty can require, or juflice allow of.

It is unneceflary,becaunfe itis notinthe
Nabob’s power to oppole any laws which
we may prefent to him ; and the orders
lately fent to the fubordinate factoriesare
fufficient to preferve them in full force.

Tre fame reafon might be urged in

'prauf of its injuftice, were there no o-
. ] H 4 ther
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ther againftit; but when the Nabob has
declared his fubmiffion to every term
which you have impofed upon him, and
expoftulates only for his life, whatever
his motive be, whether of choice or ne-
ceflity, furely we may reft fatisfied with
tuch a condefcenfion, nor attempt to re-
duce him toa lower flate of humiliation,
I fhall not (I hope I need not) remind
you gentlemen, of the earneft injun&ions
of the Company, to abide by our en-
gagements with the Nabob, and t6 aveid
to the laft extremity every occafion, that
may tend to another change in the po-
vernment.  But fhould it pe refolved to
break With the Nabob, T hope fuch gen-
tlemen as are of that fentiment, will de-
clare it before the laft difpatches are made
to Europe, that our Honerable Maiters
may have as carly notice of it ag pofii-
ble, and take the fpecdieft meafures ¢o
remedy (if poflible) the diforders which
may follow from i,

Mr. Cartiﬂ_-': Opinicn,
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far from giving us that fatisfaction, which
we have reafon to expeét from him; that
they require clearnefs, and leave us
doubtful as to his real intentions towards
us. That his compliance with our de-
mands, in thofe points we have infifted
upon with him, which he makes a mat-
ter of much merit, is a contemptuous
manner of proceeding, having effectu-
ally undone to us the advantages of this
very compliance, and rendered our va-
luable privileges void, by a general in-
dulgence granted to his fubje&s and o-
thers of a free trade. That his letter to
Mr. Amyatt neither confents to, nor ab-

folutely refufes the vifit the Board have
thought proper fhould be made him.
That it is neceffary he be made fully ac-
quainted with the purport of thisvifit,viz.
‘¢ that the fufpicions harboured in his
“ mind may be banithed, and give plac:
“¢ to that hope and confidence he ought
¢« to have of our particular attachment
“ to him; to make him fenfible the good
“¢ of the country, and his own particu-
« larly, is in every refpet intended by

"i,t.
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¢« it. . That our intentions extend no fiur~
¢ ther, but to the fupport of our rights
““ and privileges, in which it would be
* more becoming him to join with us,
‘ than to be offended at, and oppefe
* thofe fteps, which we are neceffarily
¢ led to take to punith thofe that in-
“ vade them. That Mr. Amyatt, for
¢ all thefe defirable ends, intends to fet
*“ out, and will wait the refult of thefe
““ reprefentations at Coflimbuzar, and
‘* be governed by his anfwer.” That
in cafe of meeting-a refufal to this vifit,
- we fhall be juftified in the opinion of
the world, if we confider him the de-
clared enemy of our nation, and pro-
ceed immediately againt him,

IT is certainly becoming in the mem.-
bers of this Board, to purfue every ho-
norable method, that may tend to effect
2 perfek reconciliation with the Nahob ;
and every one that would conduce to that
end, ought not to be neglected, or left
untried. Our Igte revolution, he he-
lieves, has dane us pot much honour in
the eyes of the world ; and another fo

. quickly
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quickly fucceeding, would prove, in
fome meafure, the inconftant wavering
ftate of our Councils; and motives of
action be imputed to the members of this
Board, unbecoming gentlemen and ho-
neft men to be influenced by : he there-
fore thinks it neceflary to convince the
Nabob, of our having force fufficient to
take every fatisfaction required, but with
no defign to ufe it againft his govern-
ment, till his refratory behaviour abfo-
lutely compels us.
M. Billers's Opinion.

Having carefully examined the Na-
bob’s laft letter, as well as that to Mr.
Amyatt, I think thereare many expref-
fions in the former injurious and impro=
per, but they feem to be mentioned ra-
ther thro’ pet and paffion, than any in-
tention of quarrelling with us. T there-
fore give it as my opinion, that the ne-
ceffity there is of Meff. Amyatt and Hay’s
going to negotiate, ought to be again re-
prefented to him. That at prefent his
affairs fuffer as well as ours, and that it

is abfolutely neceffary he fhould come to i
: : fome
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{fome determination ; but fhould he re-
fufe to treat with us, or hear any thing
relative to bufinefs, then it may be deem-
ed an open declaration of war 5 but with-
out further caufe than we have at pre-
fent, I fee no need of breaking with him ;
and as the Company have thought pro-
Per to confirm him, we ought to be ye_
Ty cautious how we take fuch 2 ftep, and
bring about another revolution, for we
feem at prefent fomewhat obnoxious in
the eyes of the country people, on hay-
ing concluded the laft. However, our
rights and privileges have been lately fo
inﬁ'iuged, and things fo circumﬂnnu:cd,
that it is highly neceffary fome fpeedy
remedy fhould take place. T therefore
think Mefl. Amyatt and Hay might pro-
ceed to Coffimbuzar, and there wait the
Nabob’s final refolves ; and in cafe he
fill perfifts in refufing to fee thofe gen-
tlemen, the army thould march ; but all
methods ought to he tried to bring af-
fairs to an amicable iffue, for the rea-
fons beforementioneq.

Mr.,
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M. Batfon's Opinion.

Tne Nabob's fettled inveteracy, and
evil defigns againft us, have long been
manifeft to the whole country; but of
late they have appeared more glaringly,
both from his aftions and from his let-
ters, which are filled with fcorn and de-
fiance ; not to mention a multitude of
inftances, which may be produced, I
fhall only take notice of his endcavors
to undermine and utterly deftroy the pri-
vileges, granted us by the King's Fir-
maun, by exempting all other merchants,
of whatfoever nation, from paying du-
ties, in order to put them on a level with
us. His defigns indeed are fo evident,
that the conftant artifices ufed by the
Prefident and Mr. Haftings to dzfgmﬁ:
the truth, and mifreprefent matters of
fact, cannot conceal them. The cafe,
at prefent, feems to be this; cither we
muft fubmitto be reduced to thefituation
in which we were, during the time of
Mohabut Jung, and Serajah Dowla, or
elfe we muft oblige the Nabob to fubmit
to us. The lntter, I apprehend, from

his
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his late behavior, we fhall not be able
to effe@, unlefs we can make him feel

our power ; and I will never be acce
or confenting to any thing that may ex-
pofe us to the danger of the former. [y
is my opinion, therefore, that we fhould
neglect no means of putting ourfelves in
the beft pofture of defence, that we may
be ready to act in the moft effeGtual man-
ner; and that Major Adams be accord-
ingly defired to hold himfelf in read;-
nefs to march, whenever it be neceffary,
I think alfo, that Mefl. Amyatt and
Hay fhould not proceed on  their depu-
tation, as the Nabob has abfolute] ¥y re-
fufed to treat with them; and therefore
their going, will only expofe us to fur-
ther contempt and derifion, a large fhare
of " ‘which we have already incurreq.
However, that the Nabob may ij] have
AN opportunity given him of remaining
on amicable terms with us, | propofe,
that our demangs be once more fully fa-
ted to him by letter ; ang that we infift
on a direct Ccompliance therewith, with-
out evafion or ﬁ:bterﬁlge. If he ftill re-
: fufe
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fufe to comply, I think we fhould imme-

diately take our meafures for crufhing

him ; for, as it is known that he is

raifing troops, and making warlike pre-

parations in all parts of the country, a

further delay may be very dangerous.
Myr. Amyatt's Opinion.

I Trink the Nabob's letters fhew the
fame ftate of mind, which he always has
feemed to exprefs and difcover by his
aétions, ever fince he has been in the
government ; and no further than might
well be expeéted from him, from having -
been fo long fuffered to follow his own
will, and his whims indulged to appeafe
hisjealoufies.Generalcomplaintsadmitted
againftour fervants, when the oppreffions
which we now experience have been on
hispart; our bufinefs ftopped, and almoft
every where impeded, without our ex-
erting ourinfluence and power to clear it,
becaufe we would not give him offence, ot
make him uneafy ; to moft of thefe grie-
vances and conceffions, myfelf, with fe-
veral members of the Board, have often

obje@ed and remonftrated, forefecing .
that,
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that, in the end, itmuift create the ani-
mofity and ill-will, which now s come
to pafs; and that we fhould be necefiita-
ted by force, to affert our own rights,
which he had been fo long endeavoring
to fubvert. I am too fenfible, that the
People of the government are not to be
fo far trufted, as to have any point given
Up to them. A compliance, in the moft
trivial matter, gives them a privilege,
they think, to exercife their authority,
without controul, in every thing, tho’
- of ever fo much confequence and detri-
ment to the condefcending party. Such
being the prepoffeffions of the Nabob's
mind, our infifting on a free exertion of
our rights and privileges now, appears to

im as an encroachmene on his liber-
ties, and a Iofs to him in his duties, from
our trade being extended. For this wiy
of thinking, however, he has no juftice
on his fide, for the fame trade, in its dif-
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and confufion the country was every
where involved in.

Tuat the Nabob would gladly make
himfelf independent of us, and always

fhewed fuch an inclination, endeavored
as much as poffible to throw off all con-'
nections with us, and attempted to de- -

ftroy our influence with the country peo-

ple, is very evident. But vain are all thefe
cfforts, and to be fufpected the advice of

bad and evil perfons about him for their
own advantage; as moft certainly he
muit be convinced, his own ftrength
cannot defend him from any attempt of
a foreign power, or reduce us to that
ftate of dependence, he probably has been
taught to believe. [ am apt to believe,

that fentiments have alfo been inftilled

into him, that he might fafely interrupt

our private trade, and that we dufft not

offer to check him therein, whilflt the
Company'sremained unmolefted ; where-
as, private trade fhould be as facred as
the Company’s, and no diftinétion ever
known ; for that once obitructed, the
Company’s cannot long remain free;

Vour. IIL I which

'r"i
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which plainly appears, from what it has
fuffered through the courfe of thefe dif-
putes ; tho' I believe no fuch lofies were
intended by the Nabob. The Nabob’s
letters are petulant and impertinent ; they
likewife contain fome inveétives and de-
fiance, but not of fuch a nature, as if he
felt his own ftrength fufficient to break
with us. T therefore think he ought to
be wrote to once more, in the terms pro-
pofed by Mr. Marriott, to convince him
of his error, in thinking that we have
views to a change; and to infift on his
receiving our deputation, as the only
means left of preventing fuch an event.
If he refufes o reafonable a demand, I
think we may juftly interpret the ill in-
. tentions to be on his fide ; and that we
thall be juftified to the world, in taking
the moft vigorous and immediate mea-
fures, for fecuring the trade and intereft
of our Honorable Employers in thefe
provinces.  As it feems to be the fenti-
ment of the majority of the Board, I fhall
willingly proceed the length of Coffim-
buzar, and there wait the Nabob's anfiver.

Magor
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Major Adams’s Opinion.

Major Apams is of opinion, that
the Nabob, by his letters to the Board,
feems to have entertained jealoufies, that
muft be very prejudicial both to his own
and the Company’s affairs; and which
cannot be removed but by fecing Mr. A-
myatt ; and therefore he fhould be wrote
to by the Board to reconcile him to'the
interview. In the mean time, he thinks
it neceffary that Mr. Amyatt thould pro-
ceed o Coffimbuzar, and there wajt the
Nabob’s anfwer ; and if by it he ftill per-
fifts in his refufal of fecing Mr. Amyatt
on bufine(s, the major can think of no
other method to bring him to reafon,
than marching up the troops ; yet thinks,
if any other meafures can be thought of,
to put a ftop 'to the prefent confufions,
and prevent a future feene of troubles in
the country, they fhould be firft tried.

The Prefident's Opinion.

ArTroucH the Nabob's letters of the
22d of March, do not contain a chear-
ful and candid affent to the demands

made upon him by the Board, yet he
Ia docs
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does not contradic, nor refufe to com-
ply with them. Itis not to be wonder-
ed, that he complains and remonftrates,
and writes with ill humour, fince it is
certain, that the privileges which the
majority of the Board have refolved now
to infiit on, are greater than ever were
before infifted on, or than we were ever
admiitted to, by any former Nabob, even
Jaftier Allee Cawn, who pofitively re-
fufed to let us have a fa@ory at Chitta-
gong, much lefs would he permit us to
carry on our trade cuftom-free in all
parts, and in all articles.

SuPPosING, therefore, that the de-
manded rights be really and truly grant-
edandintended us by the Firmaun, which
however is not my opinion ; yet with
refpect to the Nabob, the infifting on it
is an innovation, which he may very na-
tuml]ycomp!ain of, as it occafions a great
lofs'in that part of the revenue proceed-
ing from the cuftoms. He fays indced an
entire lofs ;. for which reafon, to avoid
further difputes on the fubje&, he has

given orders for taking off all cuftoms in
general. OF
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Or this order the majority of the
Board complain with equal vehemence,
and have refolved to infift on his taking
cuftoms from other merchants, in the
ufual manner, altho’ not from us. This
is to form part of the commiffion to Mef.
Amyatt and Hay, as well as the difcuf-
fing the privileges of the Firmaun.

Tue fecond refolution of the Board
has not yet been made known to the Na-
bob, who conceiving there is nothing
more to be faid about cuftoms, after he
has entirely abolifhed them ; and having
been advifed from the Board, that Mef.
Amyatt and Hay were deputed to regu-
late the affair of the cuftoms, therefore
he anfivers, that their coming is unne-
ceflary. In every other refpe, his letter
to Mr. Amyatt is written in an hand-
fome and fuitable manner.

Witn refped to the prefent fitua-
tion of affairs between us and the Na-
bob, itis this. Wherever the Compa-
ny's bufinefs, or that of their fervants,
fuffered any interruption, our forces have
been employed to remove fuch obftruc-

| G2 tions,’
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tions, and feize thofe officers of the go-
vernment who occafioned them ; we
have cleared our bufinefs, and taken our
own fatisfaétion, and left the Nabob on
the fuffering fide; and a very great fuf-
ferer he will undoubtedly be ; for it is
well known, that the zemindars, collec-
tors, and other officers of the coun
government, when they fee a likelihood
of troubles, and their Mafter’s power on
the decline, never fail to make ufe of the
opportunity of keeping back their rents.
Tue Nabob’s letters are thofe of a
defpairing man, who has imagined to
himfelf, that the Board, or the majori-
ty of them, have determined at all events
to overthrow his government, let him
do what he will, and fubmit never (o
patiently to their refolutions. To this
ftate of his mind, many of the petulant
expreflions, and the anxiety which ap-
pears through his letters, fhould be at-
tributed, and proper allowances made.
While we are left in quiet pofleflion of
the countries affigned to the Company,
and their trading bufinefs alfo is carried

on
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on in every part without interruption,
it would be as impolitick ‘s unjuft, to
begin 2 war without neceflity againit an
ally, whom we are bound by treaty to
fupport; and of which, the confequence,
would probably be a fcene of frefh dif-
traction in the country, a general inter-
ruption of trade, and a wanton cffufion
of blood. _

TuaT the Nabob has not the de-
fign of breaking with us, I think, is
plainly proved from his condud, as well
as from the expoftulating ftyle of his let-
ters. It is mot reafonable to take for
granted every report made to us, by an
Englith go:mﬂah, or a difcontented of-
Geer of the government. If he had a
mind to break with us, he would cer-
tainly, have attacked thofe three compa-
nies of feepoys, with licutcnant Downie,
which were detached from Patna, and
({eized the Nabob's-officer at Mow, whilft
the Nabob, with his whole army, was
within a fhort march of the place. And
+ he had fucceeded againt thofe three

companies, he would then have attacked
14 SEGur

- 1?-1:'[';55‘&
AN
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our troops at Patna, to have endeavored
to have cut off fp confiderable a part of
our force ; inftead of which, his retiring
to Mongheer, is a proof  with me, that
he will fubmit to any thing, rather than
come to hattilitics with ys.

Anp I think we ought equally to de-
fire to preferve the peaceand tranquility
of the country, and amicably to accom-
modate the points in difpute ; for which
purpofe, I think, no method f Pproper, as
the deputation propofed, to difcufs thofe
points. The Nabob’s faying, that if
Mr. Amyatt’s bufinefs is to difpute upon
the articles of cuftoms, he had better
not come, as it js 5 point already fet-
tled, by the abolithing of cuftoms in ge-
neral; is not, in my opinion, toberegarded
as a refufal to tregt with Mr. Amyatt,
upon the matters contained in the jp.
ftructions, to Mr. Hay and him from
the Board ; ang which having never yet
been communicateq ¢ the Nabob, i

confequently cannot e faid, that he has
refufed to difcuf them,

I THiNg,
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I Tuink, therefore, that it would be
moft expedient to write to the Nabob, in
anfwer to his laft letters, to this effed.
‘¢ That the alarms, in all parts of the
“¢ country, muft be attended with a very
¢ great lofs and detriment, both to his
* affairs and the Company’s, and a
“¢ breach of the friendfhip between us,
“¢ infallibly enfue, if the neceffary regu-
“ lations for carrying on our bufinefs,
“¢ and fettling the points in difpute, be
¢ not immediately concluded. That as
““ a proof of our defire to avoid coming
““ to extremities, we appointed Mefl.
¢ Amyatt and Hay to confer with him,
“¢ as the moft effectual method of regu-
¢¢ lating affairs with difpatch. That he
“¢ ought to regard fuch our appointment
‘¢ of two gentlemen of the Board, as the
“ ftrongeft mark of our friendfhip, and
“ a compliment paid him ; and that if
¢ he fhould refufe to treat with them,
¢ it can be regarded in no other light,
 but as a declaration of his intention
““ to come to a rupture with us.”

AxD
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Anp I think Mr. Amyatt might him-
felf write to the Nabob, to the fame pur-
pofe, and wait his anfwer, either at Cal-
cutta, or Coffimbuzar. But if the Board
thould determine, that Meff. Amyatt and
Hay fhall not proceed according to their
appointment, then, I think, thata let-
ter fhould be wrote to the Nabob, upon
the plan of their inftrutions, demand-
ing every thing thereby directed to be
‘demanded, and requiring a plain, expli-
cit, and final anfwer, upon every article :
it would be an unprecedented thing to
employ force, for the obtaining any point,
until a friendly application has been
made and rejedted.

Opinion of the Majority.

T & majority of the Board being of
opinion, that the Nabob fhould be again
WTOtE to, to infift on his receiving the
intended deputation for treating upon bu-
finefs; and that Mef, Amyatt and Hay

fhould proceed to, ang wait his anfwer
at Coffimbuzar,

Refolution
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Refolution in Confequence.

AGREED, that the Prefident do addrefs
him to the effect exprefled in his own
and Mr. Marriott's minutes, and plainly
‘acquaint him, that a refufal to comply
with the demand therein contained, can
be regarded in no other light, than a de-
claration on his fide, of his intention to
come to a rupture with us.”

SECTION XIlL

The Deputation of Mefl. Amyatt and
Hay; their Proceedings and ather
Occurrences, to the Death of Mr.
Amyatt,

The Board s Infiructions to Mej. Amyatt
and Hay,—Mpr. Vanfittart's Diflent.—
Syed Buddul Cawn, one of the Nz}:oh';
Officers, feized at Luckypoor, and fent
rnﬁi.:alc ufa.—Pra&m mumd {'; 1-
lec’s Orders.—Orders in Confequence to
the Failory at Dacca to foize bim.—

or Mr. Vanfittart's joining in

that Order.—Probable Motives of the

Nabob's Conduél, in refped to Mah:&
m
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med Allee.—Remarkable Inflances of
Prepoffeffion on the Part of the Nabob,
and of the Council in tws Letters ; ome
Jrom the Nabob, and the other from -
Coflimbuzar, upon falfe Reports.—De-
bate upon the a Letter, determined
by a fecond Letter from Coffimbuzar,
" —Pilan of Operations in Café of a War.
—Debate upon the Orders to be Jent to
Patna.——Letter from the Chief and
Council at Patna, Ziving an Account o
the Preparations makin by the Nabob’s
Officer there. — Mr. Johnftone's re
ther Minute, relative to his Jc:yfr:;;an
- of Mr. Vanfittart, making ;zrimrf
Agreement wwith the Nabob.—. .Van-
hteact’'s Anfwer.——Taws Lotters Jrom
the Nabob.— Dedaze upon them.—Re-
Jolution in Confequence, that Mef: A-
myatt and Hay fhould Proceed on their
Deputation.—Letter from the Chief and
Council of Patna, containing News of
Infurreitions in thay Province.—R,-
varks upon it.—~The Nabob's I etter to
the Company mLotter Jrom the Chief
and Gouncil of Patna, complaining of
 their not being allowed fuller Powers.—
Remarks upon it.—Juggutleet and 4js
Brather carried Prifoners ¢y the Nabob.
—Tbe Nabob's Reply 10 A Vanfit-
tart’s
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tart's Remonfirance in their Bebalf —
Mahomed Allee feized, and fent to
Calcutta.— Letter from Mef. Amyatt
and Hay, giving an dccount of their
Sirft Interview with the Nabob.—Opz-
nion of the Nabob’s Difpsfition at this
Time.——Boats with Arms for Patna,
Jiapped by the Nabob at Mongheer.—
M. Amyatt demands their Releafe wwith-
out Effeit.—The Nabob's Reafons. for
detaining them.—Letter from Meff. A-
myatt and Hay, witha C of their
Demands prefented to the abob, and
bis Anfwers.—Two Letters from Mef.
Amyattand Hay, advifing that the Arms
swere fill-detained—Two Letters frem
the Nabob, complaining againft Mr.El-
lis, and demanding the Removal of our
Troops from Patna.—Letter from Mr.
Amvatt zo Mr. Vanfittart, containing
the Nabob's Objections to the Demands
of the Badrd.gifr.’lfanﬁtmﬂ':-(gpfnfm
the ions to be fent
mcﬂ Afil‘:;*att and Hay.—De&a:e{;m'
Rejolutions of the Board.—Diferetional
Powers given to the Chief and Council
of Patna.—Mr. Haftings's Diffent.—
Letter from Mr. Vanfittart £ the Se-
cretary, containing his Objelion and fur-
ther Opinion.—Frefb Refolutions there-
upan.
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n—Letters from Mefj: Amyatt and
g:y, with t,éﬂ{ Opinion that "4 Rup-
ture was m;m:h’aé/ﬁ—-?"m Letters
Jrom Myr. Ellis, giving an Account of
the Defortion of two bundyed of our See-
Poys—Other Lettors Srom M. Amy-
att and Hay, Confirming their Jormer,
—Further Refolutions Jor the Dipofi-
tion of the Troops in Cafe of a War,
Debates concerning the future Govers..
ment of the Coy in fuch a Cafe.—
Letter from Mef.. ard Hay, ad-
vifing of the Nabob's Declaration, thay
be wauld put ap End to the Conference,
i we did wot recalf aur Trogps from
Patoa.—Lesser Srom My, Amyatt and
Hay, .rrdw;}iag that the Nabob bad re-
leafed the Boays of Arms, and canfented

5 ‘reat,—Strong Reports of Heaflilities
begun ar Patna.— 0y, Dauks

~Tawo Letters Jrom the Nabob 3 the

the Chicfliip s the other expre, a
Convittion, thas Mr.Ellis wﬁ J'mriﬁ-
O attacking the City of Patna, gng
that our Correfpondence Was come to qn
End —74, Army ordered ¢, march,—
Advice from pgy. Amyare, siay g, and
bis Party weye Surrounded, and the Boats

of
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of Arms again flapped.—Report frone
Hircarras, that Patna was taken by our
Troops.—Explanation of Mr.Vanfittart's
Conduft.—His Minute, declaring bis
Refolution to quit the Government, as
foom as the War fbould be ended.—Fur-
ther Debates concerning the future Go-
vernment of the Country.—Refolution of
¢he Board to re-ejtablifb Meer Jafher.
—An‘ml;ﬁ:ﬂl Myr. Amyatt, of bisbav-
ng left gheer, and from Cofim-
buzar, of bis Party being attacked, and
bimfelf killed.

ME SS. Amyatt and Hay took their
leave of the Board the 4th of A-
pril, having received from them the fol-
lowing inftrutions, which were drawn
up from the opinions of the majority.
And I figned them with the reft of the
Board, conforming herein to the efta-
blifhed rule of all the Company’s govern-
ments; which is, that every member
fhall fign the public orders and records,
entering his diffent, where he differs
from the opinion of the majority in the
confultations, It will beremembered, that
I had formerly ftrongly infifted upon the
obfervance of this rule, when Mefl. A-

m:.'nt!
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.myatt and Ellis refufed to fign the order
of the Board, and fubfcribed their diffent
to them ; and it was therefore the more
neceffary I thould comply with it on all
occafions myfelf.

Capy of the Infiructions ¢ Meff. Amyatt
and Hay. Dated March 28, 1763.

€ FIRS T, The trade of our factories
on behalf of the Company, as well
as the inland trade, carried on by the a-
gents and gomaftahs of Englith mer-
chants, having, for fome months pait,
met with the greateft interruptions in
all parts of the country, from the officers |
of the Nabob's government; and this
having further proved the fource of ny- .
merous difputes and complaints on both
fides; wehave had under our confideration
the fettling of certain rules, agreeable to
our refpective rights and pretenfions,
whereby to carry on our trade, and pe
the means of Preventing fuch difputes
from happening in fusure. In thefe points
we have already come o fome refolutions,
and having the greateft reliance on your
abilities, prudence, and zeal, as well for

the
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the intereft of our Honorable Mafters,
as for the welfare and good of the com-
munity, we have thought proper to de-
pute you, to make known to the Nabob
thofe refolutions. :
SecoNDLY, In the firft place, you muft
again acquaint the Nabob, that the re-
gulations made with him by the Prefi-
dent being difapproved, are of courfe
become void, and you are therefore to re-
demand the letter which contained them.
You are alfo to infift, in cafe he has not
before iffued fuch orders, that he do re-
voke all the orders which he fent to his
‘officers, in confequence of the faid regu-
lations ; and inform them,that trade is in
every refpet to goon in its ufual channel,
until he (the Nabob) has fettled with
you the bufinefs of your deputation.
TuirpLy, Accompanying this, you
will receive Englith and Perfian copies
of the Firmaun, hufbul-hookums and
treaties, on which we found our right to
4 free trade. Thefe we have concluded,
give us an indifputable privilege to carry
on our trade, as well foreign as inland,
throughout
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throughout the provinces of this fubah,
free of any duties to the country govern-
ment.  You muft therefore carefully
and clearly explain to the Nabob the te-
nor and fubftance of thefe grants, and
the juftice that it follows we have on
our fide for abiding thereby,
FourTuLY, When you have fully af-
ferted, and convinced the Nabob of thefe
our rights and privileges, you wil] make
known to him the refolution of the Coun.
cil the 2d inftant, for allowing him g
duty on falt, with our motives thereto.
Firft, becaufe from general informations
taken, it appears, thas this article has,
from cuftom, always paid a certain tho'
unfettled duty. Secundl)r, becaufe it is
not our intention, through 2 too fery.
pulous affertion of oyr rights, to detri-
ment ordiminith the revenyes of his go-
vernment; orin any refped lefien to him
the advantages reaped at our hands by
his Predeceffors, . Thae allowing thefe

regard for the interefts of our Employ-
ers and the community, and for the te-
nor of our faid grants, wil pofiibly ad-

mit,
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mit, we have refolved to allow him (the
Nabob) a fixed duty on the article of falt,
after the rate of two and half per cent.
on the rowana price ; but as we have no
grounds for extending this confideration
further, we cannot admit of duties being
levied on any other article of trade what-
foever.

FirTanry, To afcertain the payment
of this duty, and at the fame time main-
tain in its full force the authority of the
Englifh duftuck, the article of falt fhall
be circulated equally with other articles
by the means of a duftuck, and be lia-
ble to no farther fcrutiny or interruption,
provided the buxbunder'sor fhahbunder’s
receipt for the aforementioned duty ap-
pears properly granted and entered on
the back thereof.

SixTHLY,For regulating in future the
condu of our agents and gomaftahs, and
the officers and dependents of the Na-
bob’s government, with refpect to inju-
ries committed on cither fide, and dif-
putes which may arife between them, we

have agreed on the following rules,
which
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which you muft intimate to the Nabob ;
and as we think they will every way an-
fwer the ends propofed, you muft ac-
quaint him, that they are therefore to
be punctually obferved *,

SEVENTHLY, The Nabob having late-

ly affe@ed an ignorance of the nature of -
this government, and the powers of the .

Council, the Prefident in his anfwer en-
deavored to fet him right on that head;
but it will fill be neceffary, that you a-

gain explain this matter perfonally to

him by commiffion from the Board, that
a future pretenfion of the like ignorance

may not be the means of detrimenting

our affairs.

Eieutnry, There further appears, in
the courfe of his correfpondence, certain
expreffions, which imply a diffidence of

.'yﬁéfritndmipnf feveral members of the
~ Louncil towards him. This ill founded
' icion you muft ufe your moft fireny-

always, with one voice, agree in every

- refpect

. '® Here were entered the regulations agreed on in -

confultation of March 5» in page 1, of this Vol.

“OUS endeavors to remove; and on the-
CORNtrary to convince him, that we fhall’
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refpedt to affift and fupport him in his
government, provided no attempts are
made towards the infringment of our
rights and privileges; but that from a juft
obfervation of them, and a figady obe-
dience to the repeated orders of our Ho-
norable Employers, we can never tame-
ly put up with attempts that have in the
fmalleft degree fuch a tendency.

Nivrury, With refped to the regu-
lations for trade, we think it will be the
moft proper method to have our rights
acknowledged, and the propofals agreed
to by fome public writing, under the
Nabob’s own hand and feal, taking care,
that there are no exprefiions inferted in
it, contrary to the fenfe we entertain of
our rights by our former grarts or trea-
ties, or that may tend to invalidate them.
To fuch a writing you may accede, re-
ferving to us the power of finally rati-
fying the fame,

TENTHLY, As we think it ablolutely
neceflary, both for the intereft of our af-
fairs, and the Nabob’s, to have a gen-
tleman inthe fervice refident at his Court,

Vor. IIIL K wa
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‘we havé appointed Mr. Tho. Amphlett
to accompany you on this deputation,
and afterwards remain with the Nabob
in that capacity. You will therefore in-
troduce him to the Nabob accordingly ;
and acquaint him, that all tranfa&ions
between him and us are, after your de-
parture, to be carried on by this refident;
and that all orders which are to be iffued
thro' the country relative to the Englifh,
muft be firlt intimated to, and approv-
¢d by him. At your departure you will
ieave in charge to Mr, Amphlett any part
of thefe inftruétions, which you may not
be able to finifh, ‘and give him fuch fu-
therdirectionsas you may think neceflary.
ELEvenLy, 'Having had repeated in-
ftances of the ill difpofition, and bad be-
havior of Mahomed Allee, the colle@or

of the Dacca diftri@s, ‘we have inclo
you @ particular proof of it in copies of
letters which he wrote to Syed Buddul
Cawn ; and we muft defire that you will
infift on his being difmiffed from his of-
fices, and obliged to make reparation for
all the loffes he has been the oceafion of
fince
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fince the beginning of thefe diftur-
bances.

Twerrrury, Theordersbywhich we
took pofleffion of the lands, being only
Aumulnamas, we muft defire that you
will apply to the Nabob for proper jag-
heery funnuds, to confirm the Compa-
ny's right to the three provinces.

TuirTeEENTHLY, You muft likewile
demand from the Nabob, payment of a
fum of money, which Mahomed Reza
Cawn difburfed out of the revenues of
the Chittagong province, onaccountof the
Tippra expedition ; to inftru&t you in
which, we have ordered the particulars to
be tranfmitted you, by the accomptant of
the committee of Jlands.

FourTEENTHLY, Since we began to
draw up thefe inftru&ions, we have re-

ived intelligence of the Nabob's having

ﬁhﬁihedafunnud, containing an exemp-
tion of duties on every kind of trade,
for the fpace of two years. Copies of
this funnud, and a perwannah which ac-
companied it to Nobit Roy, the Naib
of Patna, you will herewith receive. And

K 2 as
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as we are of opinion, that this ftep is
taken with a defign to prejudice the Com-
pany’s trading bufinefs, and counteract
the meafures, we have been hitherto
taking for the welfare of trade in gene-
ral, we defire, that you will infitt on
the Nabob’s revoking that funnud, and
colleéting duties as before.

« FirreeNnTHLY, We further tranfmit
- You copy of a minute entered, on this
day’s ccnfultﬁtibn,hfr MefT. Johnftoneand
Hay; and we defire you will maké the
inquiry therein recommended.” '

Additional Inflructions to Mej. Amyatt
and Hay. Dated April 1, 1763.

L TH E laft letters received from the
; Nabob, having been debated on
at the Board, and it being determined,
-that you fhall proceed to Cufﬁmbuzai’-'
and there wait his anfwer to another let-
ter, the Prefident has wrote him ; we
now addrefs you thefe further infiruc-
tions on fome points, which have oc-
curred fince we concluded’ thofe before
drawn up, - BT

By
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By letters from Patna we are advifed
of the great want they are in of ficcas,
for carrying on the inveftment, and of
the inconvenience and lofs which arifes
from the exchange of money. We have
likewife often received letters on this
fubjed, from Coffimbuzar and the other
fattories. We therefore defire that you
will endeavor to prevail on the Nabob,
to firike in his mints only one fpecies of
rupees, to be current throughout his go-
vernment, withoutany batta, {olong as
they do not diminifh in weight. But if
you cannot effectuate fuch regulations,
you mulft reprefent to the Nabob, in the
ftrongeft terms, the great impediment
which our bufinefs fuffers, from the
backwardnefs of the fhroffs, to exchange
and circulate the Calcutta ficcas; and
therefore get him to iffue peremptory

‘orders to the (hroffs and others, for ef-
feGtuating the currency of the rupecs
coined in our mint, that our bufinels
may no longer fuffer fuch interruptions
and loffes from this fource ; and alfo pro-
cure his orders for coining three lacks

K 3 of
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of rupées annually in each of the mints
of Dacca and Patna, for the fervice of
the faCtories. We are informed of an
attack made on a fubahdar, and fifty fee-
Poys, by a body of the Nabob's troops
from Tekarry; for the particulars of
the affair, we refer you to the copy
of a Patna letter, which you will here-
with receive; and we defire, that you
will require fatisfa&ion againft the offi-
cer who commanded them, for declar-
ing he had the Nabob’s orders, to cut
all Englith feepoys to pieces, wherever
they were found ; for having the info-
lence to propofe to our party, that he
would let them go, if they would deli-
ver up their arms and cloathing ; and on
their refufal, for beginning an attack
upen them, whereby an havaldar was
killed, and four feepoys wounded. You
muft further infift, that this fatisfation
be a public and exemplary punithment
before you, or elfe, that he be delivered
Up o us to be tried and punifhed,

We likewife tranfmit you fome ac-
counts of loffes, which certain gentle-

men
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men have fuftained in their trade by the
late difturbances and interruptions, the
amount of which, you muft require of
the Nabob, to caufe his officers to make
good; and whatever accounts of the fame
nature may hereafter be received, fhall
likewife be forwarded to you.”

THE articles concerning our right to
an unlimited free trade, appearing to me
very unjuft, I thought proper to enter
my diffent to that part of the inftruc-
tions, which I did as follows.

The Prefident’s Diffent.

Tue Prefident obferves, thatalthough
he figns thefe inftructions, in conformity
to the opinion of the majority of the
Board, he diffents to the third and four-
teenth paragraphs, which contain a claim

of a right to a free trade in all articles, 1

whether for foreign or inland trade ; and
orders for infifting on the Nabob’s re-
\rﬂkiﬂg the funnud, for an exemption of
duties, for the reafons more particularly
mentioned in confultations the 1ft and
24th of March *.” altl
K 4 SoME
* Page 385, Vol. Il. and page 72, of this Vol.
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SOME time before this, Syed Buddul
Cawn, the Nabob’s officer at Lucky-
Poor, having placed 4 guard upon the
houfe of one Mahomed Gazy, who had
formerly been in the fervice of the fac~
tory, Mr. Middleton, the provifional

Syed Buddul Cawn refufed, and fent him
2 copy of an order, which he had re-

ceived for that Purpofe, from Mahomed
Allee. In this order, befides the de-
mands of the government upon Maho-
med Gazy (againft which we could haye
had no objections) this Cxtraordinary rea-
{on was added, fo; calling him to an ge.-
count, that he had beeq i the Englith

Board to take the part of Mahomed G,

2¥ 5 and Mr, Middleton Was accordingly

directed to feige Syed Budduy] Cawn, and
him to

_ Calcutea ; and, at the ame
time, a letter wqg Wwrote to the Nabob,

infifting on his Punifhing Mahomed A].



Tranfactions in BENGAL, 137

lee. Mr. Middleton, in confequence of
thefe orders, immediately feized Syed
Buddul Cawn, and fent him a prifoner
to Calcutta, where he arrived the latter
end of the month of March, Being
brought before the Board he exculpated -
himfelf, by producing feveral letters from
Mahomed Allee, the moft infolent of
which I fhall here infert.

From Mahomed Allee £ Syed Buddul
Cawn.

“ Y OUR agreeable letter is arrived,

I fully underftand the particu-
lars contained therein, and from the hir-
carra likewife, I learned the account of
the villainies of the Englith in Lucky-
poor. I have written preflingly to Aga
Mahomed Nizam, and Samadan, and
Aumur Sing, and Jungul Sing, to repair
all of them with their people unto you.
I have alfo fent perwannahs, with the
utmoft difpatch, unto the zemindars of
Bilwat, Baboopoor, &c. and I have taken
engagements from every zemindar’s vac-
keel, about Luckypoor, that their mal-

ters,”
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ters, the zemindars, will attend upon
you, and a& as you fhall dire& them. It
behoves you, with the utmoft difpatch,
to repair thither immedintely, and bloc-
kade the paffages for going in and com-
ing out on all fides of Luckypoor; and
place firong centinels, that no perfon
whatever may pafs or repafs to and from
Luckypoor,and thata fouldoes not efcape.
Of thofe who claim the Englifh protec-
tion, and make ufe of their name, take
two or three and crucify them, and feize
their houfes and effects. Lay hold of
their wives and children, and fenqd
them ftraitway to me. Be fure not to
fail'in this refpect, his excellency having
honored me with his orders to this pur-
pofe, 2s you muft be informed from the
copy of the Governor's engagement, and
of his excellency’s perwannah, in con-
fequence, which I heretofore fent you;
and do not entergain the leaft diffidence. .
Regard this my thort letter, in the light
according-
Iy. Moreover, Jet guards be placed to
keep a good look-out about Luckypoor,

and
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and the parts adjacent, until the Nabob’s
orders arrive, when they will proceed to
act as I fhall write to you. At prefent
furround it on all fides, and keep a con-
ftant watch.

You will take extraordinary good care
of the Europeans at Luckypoor, that they
get no intelligence from any of their de-
pendents, either by land or water; and
for fecurity you will fend 200 men, with
a commander, whom you can rely upon,
and dire@ them, above all things, to be
ready for action both night and day.”

Suck a declaration of his inveteracy
to the Englith, as was exprefled in thefe
letters of Mahomed Allee’s, and the
many inftances which he had given of
it throughout his whole condu&, from
his firft appointment, juftly excited the
indignation of the whole Board. The
moft violent readily feized this occafion,
to infer a fixed refolution in the Nabob
to break with us; and that the appoint-
ment of fuch a man as Mahomed Allee,
with fuch extraordinary powers, and his

conduct
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conduét in the execution of them, were
only in confequence of that refolution. It
was therefore warmly urged to prevent
the Nabob's defigns, by declaring im-
mediate war againft him.

Turis fentiment, however, was op-
pofed by a majority of the Board, who
judged it moft Proper, in the prefent
circumflances, to regard the infults as
proceeding perfonally from Mahomed
Allec, and to chaftize him for it our-
felves; fince the Nabob, to whom we
had repeatedly comphined againft him,
had hitherto afforded us no redrefs ; and
that the Chief and Council at Daeca
fhould be ordered te feize, and fend him
down prifoner to Calcutta.

In this alternative [ eafily joined, as
well in the hopes of yet preventing a ry-
inous and unjuftifiable war, as from the
conviction of the violent and incendi
fpirit of Mahomed Allee ; who, if fuffer=
ed to a& longer with impunity, I faw
would put it out of my power, or even
of the Nabob's, to Preferve peace between
us. Itis true, that the Nabgb, in anfiver

to
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to the demand of the Board for his dif-
miffion, declared, that he had removed
him from his employment, and fommon-
cd him to his prefence ; but as he ftill
continued at Dacca, and the Nabob had
always endeavoured to vindicate his con-
dudt, it was much to be feared, that he
would not only efcape the punithment
he deferved, but perhaps be continued
m his authority, and have his hands
ftrengthened with fuch frefh powers, as
might make it dangerous to attempt af-
terwards to call him to an account. The
Mabob’s behaviour upon this occafion
may be eafily accounted for, from the
precarious fituation in which he flood
with the Englith. When F was with
him at Mongheer he affured me, that if
the complaints which were then alledg-
ed againft Mahomed Allee upen enquiry
proved true, he would both difinifs him
from his fervice, and feverely punifh him.
The fame affurance he gave me with re-
fpect to Sheer Allee, the fougedar of v
Poorneea, who had been guilty of the
like enmity and mifbehaviour to theEng-
lith
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lith dependents in that diftric ; and it is
very probable, that he was fincere in this
declaration at that time, fince his intereft
Was moft materially concerned in remov-
ing every caufe of difagreement from be-
tween us.  But when he perceived the
ftrong oppofition, formed againft him by
the general affembly of the Council, and
that the defign of his enemies was level-
led openly againfl his perfon and govern-
ment, it is not to be wondered at, that
he fhould be cautious of depriving him-
felf of the affiftance of perfons the moft

capable of ferving him, and op whofe
- zeal he had (o much reafon to depend in
cafe of a rupture with the Englith, In
a word, it appears from the Nabob’s
whole behaviour, from the time that the
general Council was affembled, that he
believed his own ruin to be the object of
- that aﬂ'cmbly; and every ftep taken by

the Board, feryeq but to confirm him the
more ftrongly in that fatal perfuagion.
Fatal I call it,  fince with fuch, o mutual
diftruft €very accident, however trifiing,
was eafily conftryeg into an intentional

act
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act of hottility ; and even the neceffary
precautions of felf-defence ferved but to
make the breach irreparable. I believe
it will be needlefs to point out inftances
of the effects of thefe prepofeflions, a-
mongft the many which occur in the mi-
nutes of the Council, and the Nabob's
letters which I have already inferted. To
the latter I thall add one, as it thews how
cafily the Nabob was led away by every
groundlefs report, and how naturally his
apprehenfions difpofed him to co-operate
with the very meafures which tended to
an open rupture.

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the
Governor. Dated April 15, 1763.

£ I HAvE to this time repofed an en-
tire confidence in your friendfhip,

but I never fufpected, that you would
write mg letters filled with profeffions of
friendfhip and attachment ; and whilft I
remained in fecurity, trufting to your de-
claration, that you would have difpatch-
ed your forces in feveral divifions by land
and water, and thro’ the hills and woods,
with
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with guns and artillery, to thefe parts.
This kind of proceeding I do not under-
ftand. 1 before repeatedly wrote to you,
that T was-unequal to this bufinefs. You
would not agree to it, and now that fuch
meafures are taken, what fort of dealing
isthis? As to Mr. Amyatt’s coming,
which you wrote about before, I have no
objection. Recall all your troops, that
you have difpatched by every road to-
wards this way, and let M. Amyatt pro-
ceed hither, in the fime manner that you
came to vifit me; angd after his arrival,
I will behave to hin a5 becomes me. If
you confent not to this, and refufe to re-
call your forees, and are obftinately bene
upon my dithonour, T am without reme-
dy. Let me have your anfwer to this let. -
ter, which I wait for, for it is eVery man's
duty to take care of his honoyr,”

AT this time not 4 foldier had' moved
from his quarters # nor could Iever guefs
from whence e Nabob taok up this.
groundlefs alarm, T, can be attributed
only 10 2 prepoffeflion of the mind, which

. will
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will fometimes give the appearanceof re-
ality to any phantom of the umagination,
Tre following hiftory occuring in the
fame order of time, aptly illuftrates the
truthof the above obfervation, and proves,
that if the Nabob’s fears led him to be-
lieve every idle report of defigns that had
no exiftence, either in fact or probabili-
ty, our faith was at leaft as aftive as his,
whether fear, or the zeal of party fpirit,
impelled and gave life toit. Itis fcarce-
ly conceivable, that any perfons fhould
be fo blindly prejudiced, as to give en-
tire credit to a ftory, of the Nabob’s hav-
ing ordered all the mulberry-trees, and
cotton-fhrubs in his country, to be root-
' ed up, from no other motive, than a
mere fpite to the Englifh, and to deprive
them of the benefits which they enjoyed
in common witht other merchants in the
produéts of thofe plants: yet fo great
was the eagernefs of feveral members of
the Board, to catch at every report that
tended to the Nabob's prejudice, that
fuch an abfurdity was readily believed,
and the moft violent meafures propofed
Vo IIIL L in
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in confequence, as will appear by the
follnwing papers.

Extraét of Confultation of April 12, (Pre-
Sent Mejj. Vanfiteart, Batfon, Cartier,
Marriott and Watts.)
Mr. Batlon’s Minute.
“ A R.Barsonlaysbefore the Board
the following letter from Mr.
Chambers * at Coffimbuzar.

To Stanlake Batfon, E/z;

5 1R, April 3, 1763.
“ THe many daily occurrences here
and reports convince me, our trade
** and every thing will {peedily be put 2
* ftop to, if fome meafures are not taken
** 10 prevent it. There 5 an order paff-

ed for deftroying ‘all the mulberry-
trees in the country, and they have
actually commenced putting it in ex-
“ ecution; o that We can expedt no filk
“ orfilk piec:-guudsforthtenfuing year,
“ if it is not Put an immediate ftop to.
“ 1 hear there is the fame order con-

LT fﬂmiﬂg
M. Chambers Was the fecond of the
of Cuﬂimbuz:u'.

ludhadchargcufil: during Mz,
Batlon's abfence, %
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cerning all the cotton plants, which
will beas detrimental to the white cloth
trade. It is publickly talked at the
city, that the Nahob is determined to
get rid of us one way or other; that

* hehas money enough to pay his troops

longer than we (hall be able to ftay in
the country without trade ; for which
reafon he will deftroy all the produce
of the country, which may furnith
trade; for it’s all one to him, whe-
ther we are in the country or not, if
we won't pay him any duties ; and he
will either oblige us to do that, or
quit the country.
“ SEVERAL parties of horfe and foot
have arrived at the city, within thefe
two or three days, and great prepara-
tions are making for defence, in cafe
our army comes this way, as it is re-
ported they are coming, and that they
had marched a little way, and were re-
called. I'thought it Proper to acquaint
you of the order concerning the mul-
berry-trees and cotton, as I think the
Governor and Council fhould be ac-
Lz ““ quainted
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* quainted therewith, by which they
“ will perceive how our trade js likely
** 10 be deftroyed.  The tomtoms have
actually been about with the orders,
and feveral people fent to deftroy all
the mulberry fields. Should you think
with meit is neceflary to acquaint the
Board with thefe things, I (hall be o-
“ bliged to you, if you will acquaint
“ me with the refult. Iam, &c.
*“ Signed John Chambers, -

L1
(11
L1
L1

“P.S. T think it would be highly
neceffary to have a few more feepoys
at this fadory. Reports rup very
““ high and infolent, and I believe was
** the army to march, we thould be fir-
*“ rounded at thig factory ; and there-
* fore thould be glad to have a few fee

POys to defend ourfelyes, The arms
of the feepoys here are very bad, I
“ with you would apply for fome,”

He (M. Batfon) aif acquaints the
Board, that immediate]

L

LT3

L

Wrote an anfwer, a-
greeable to the Opinion of the members

of
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of the Council then in Calcutta, defiring
Mr. Chambers, if the mntelligence he
had given him ‘was certain, to confirm
the fame in a letter to the Board, that
they might take their refolutions ac-
cordingly.

Receivep a letter from Mr. Cham-
bers, dated the gth, acquainting us, in
confequence of Mr. Batfon’s letter to
him, that it is beyond all difpute, that
tomtoms have been beatin feveral places
by order of the zilladars, who pretend
to have received orders from the Nabob,
to take up all the mulberry-trees on both
fides of the great river; but he cannot
fay for certain, that they have yet put it
in execution.

Tke Prefident’s Opinion in Confeguence of
thefe Letters.

As the intelligence, contained in the
publick letter, differs in fome particu-
lars from what Mr. Chambers before
wrote to Mr. Batfon, the Prefident is of
opinion, that Mr. Chambers fhould be
direCted to acquaint the Board, from
whence he got his intelligence, regard-

i 3 iﬂg
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ing the mulberry-trees ; and to enquire
in the name of the Board, from Syed
Mzhomed Cawn, whether he has receiy-
ed letters from the Nabob to this effect;
if he has, to require from him a copy
of fuch orders, or endeayor by any other

Mr. Watts’s Opinion.

Mr. Warrs thinks, that the cer-
tainty of what Mr. Chambers informs
the Board, in his letter of the gth in-
ftant, ought not to be doubted ; efpeci-
ally, as he had made an inquiry into the
affair, at the requeft of the majority of

felf or officers, on any points whatfp-
€ver, ought as much as poflible to be
avoided ; byt elpecially in this cale, gs
Syed Mahomeq Cawn muft know, that
this informatign muft come from our
Chief and Couneyy at Coffimbuzar ; and

confequently oyp doubting the truth of
1t, muft leffen the credit of that Board

in
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in his eyes. Mr. Watts further thinks,
that Mr. Chambers may be wrote to, di-
re€ting him to endeavor to procure co-
pies of the funnuds and perwannahs, that
may have been fent down from the Na-
bob on this fubject, orany other proofs
he may be able to get.
Myr. Marriott's Opsinion.

Mr. MARRIOTT agrees in opinion
with the Prefident.

Mr. Johnftone's Opinisn.

MRr. JornsToNE does not think it
of any confequence to make this further
enquiry, as Mr. Chambers having been
wrote to at the defire of the majority
of the members then in Calcutta, may
be fuppofed to have fatisfied himfelf of
the truth of what he now publickly in-
forms the Board ; nor would Syed Ma-
homed Cawn’s denying to have received
fuch an order, be any proof of the tom-
toms not having been beat. Further,

becaufe he thinks the other * picces of

L 4 intelligence,

* That the Nabob had fent bodies of troops to

different parts of the country, and was bufy in
warlike preparations,
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intelligence, which Mr. Chambers gave
us in his letter, may incline us more jm-
Plicitly o the belief of this, and the
certaintyof the Nabob’sintentions againft
us, which we muft hear from Mefl. A-
myatt and Hay, before any anfwer could
come from Mr. Chambers.

Mr, Cartier's Opinisn.

Mgr. CarRTI1ER thinks it would be
proper to dire&t Mr. Chambers to enquire
of Syed Mahomed Cawn, whether he
has received fuch an order from the Na-
bob, and to endeavor to geta copyof it,

Mr. Batfon's Opinion.

MR. BaTsox cannot doubt, but the
proclamation concerning cutting down
the mulberry-trees was actually made ;
and he thinks, the Prefident's feeming
{till to doubt it, and defiring a further
enquiry to be made for the confirmation

of it, is witha defign to difcourage Mr,
~ Chambers from fendin i
agreeable to hjs praice, in regard to
the intelligence, which he (Mr. Bat-
fon) formerly feny down in feveral of

the
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the Nabob's and Petrus’s letters ¥.
The Opinion of the Majority, and Refolu-
tion in Confequence.

Tue majority of the Board being' of
the Prefident’s opinion. Agreed, Mr.
Chambers be wrote to accordingly.”

A rFEw

* As the refletion contained in the latter part
of Mr. Batfon’s minute, will be judged to have re-
quired fome reply, I fhall here infert an extrad of
the minute which followed, the’ foreign from the
fubjeft in hand ; this may ferve for one inflance of
the feandalous and indecent behavior, which by the
intemperance of fome of the members, and the
ready connivance of the reft, had taken place in oor
Councils, :

. The Prefident's Queftion to My, Batlon,

“ The Prefident defires Mr. Batfon may be afk-
ed, whether by feveral of the Nabob's and Petrus’s
letters, he means thofe copies of + Perfian letters,
faid to be the Nabob's and Petrus’s, read in con-
fultation the gth of March, 1762, and which af-
ter profecuting the enquiry for feveral months with
the utmoft attention, the Board judged to be not
authentick.

Mr. Batfon's Anfiver.

Mr. Batfon anfwers, it is thofe letters he means,
and be doth not find, on perufing the proceedings,
that the Board did think them not authentick ; and
as the Prefident has folemnly declared, that he

knows
4 Page 17, Vol. 1L
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A rew days after the following an-
fwer was received,

"Copy of a Letter from Mr. Chambers to
the Governor and Council, Dated
April 16, 1763.

« Y{}UR favor of the 12th inftant 1
o have duly received, in anfwer to

* your
knows nothing of Cawn Bahadre’s coming to Cal-

" <utta, as related in that correfpondence, he defires

bim to confirm the fame by oath, otherwife he (Mr,

BIEM}MIMEHMMMMIMH

(AT '

The Prefident’s Reply.

Altho’ the Prefident thinks it a Very improper
method of proceeding, that any member of the
Board {hould be put to his cath on any occafion, ex-
cepting where the law requires it; and that the
word of every member of the Board fhould be re-
garded as an oath ; yet for the fatisfadtion of the
Company, in 2 matter where their intereft is fo
much ¢oncerned, and in which M. Batfon has
called his (the Prefident’s) honor fo much in quef-
tion, he defires he may be put to his oath before the

Board,
Tbe Prefident’s Oath,

[ do folemnly fwear, that T never to my knaw<
ledge faw or heard of a map, known by the name
" of Cawn Bahadre ; nor did any man ever make to
me fuch 2 propofal, nor did | ever hear of fuch a
propofal, as he is fiid 1o have been commiffioned

with, until the copies.of the Perfian letters were re-
ceived from Mr., Baon,
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your queftion, from whence I had my
intelligence ; I can only fay from the
vackeel Kifienindee, and feveral other
merchants, who, on hearing the re-
port, acquainted me with it, as did
alfo a confiderable dealer in that arti-
cle, who fays, he was told, that in five
days the mulberry-trees muft be all ta-
ken up; but he has heard nothing
fince, and I believe it was only a falfe
report, occafioned, as I have fince
learnt, from a cuftom of tranfplanting
once in two or three years. I afked
Syed Mahomed Cawn concerning the
order; he fays, he hasreceived no fuch,
nor given any. I have requefted of
him to endeavor to find out the perfons
who fpread the report, and to punith
them. The report was not only here,
but on the other fide the great river.

¢ It will be impofiible for me to trace it

&

L1

to the foundation ; I have ufed already
every methodin my power, butin vain.”

NoTwiTHsTANDING the propofed

negotiation, the Board judged it expedi-

ont



156 A NARRATIVE of the

ent to take early precautions, in cafe it
fhould not be attended with fuccefs, by
forming a plan for the operations of the
war, The refolutions upon this fubjec

I fhall enter at large, and the debates
which followed them. I cannot pafs by

the latter, without taking notice of the
propofal made by Mr. Johnftone, and
fupported by Mr. Batfon, for authorizing
the gentlemen at Patna, to begin the war
upon the bare appearances of an hoftile
intention in the Nabob. The fentiments
of Mr. Ellis were too well known, to
Ieave it a doubt, that he would inftantly
avail himfelf of fuch a power, to declare
an open rupture, which might have been
juftified even by the report of a common
hircarra, or any pretence as loofe, which
he might think fufficient (fince he was
the judge) to conftrue into an hoftile
intention in the Nabob, It will be found,
that when fuch a power was afterwards

lodged in his hands, fuch was actually
the confequence,

Extrai
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Extraél of Confultation, April 14, 1763.
(Prefent Meff. Vanfittart, Adams,
Batfon, Billers, Cartier, Haftings,
Johnftone, Marriott and Watts.)

LTHO it is to be hoped, that the
difputes with the Nabob will
yet come to an amicableiffue, itisthought
neceflary to be prepared with a plan of o-
perations,which may be moftexpedient to
infure {uccefs, in cafe of a contraryevent.

IT is therefore refolved,

FirsT, Thatin cafe of a rupture with
the Nabob, and the Nabob thould march
towards Patna, in order to attack our
troops and factory there, they fhall en-
deavour to poflefs themfelves of the city,
if they think theycan acmmph[h it with-
out much lofs, and there remain, until
they fhall receive further orders from us
or major Adams. But if they thould think
that by attacking the city, they run a
rilque of failing in the attempt, or of
lofing many men, they muft then take
fuch poft, as they think they can beft de-
fend themfelves in; and if they can,
covcr the faltory, until they fhall receive

further
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further orders, as above-mentioned ; that
in cither cafe, they muft be careful to
fecure all the provifions they can of every
kind; and alfo draught and carriage bul-
locks. :

Seconpry, That incafe of a rupture
with the Nabob, and he fhould remain
at Mongheer, the Patna party (hall a&
as in the firft cafe.

TairoLy, That in cafe of 2 rupture,
and the Nabob marches down this way,
the Patna party (hall, after attacking and
poflefiing themfelves of the city, move
down as far as Ruinulla, to bein greater
readinefs to join major Adams, and there
wait for orders from major Adams, un-
lefs from an alteration of circumftances,

their own diferetion fhall dire& them to
act otherwife,

Tuart in any of the foregoing cafes,
thefe are our prefent thoughts; but that
we do not mean by fuch a plan, to re-
thﬂn& them from taking apy advantage

at may offer, in cafe of o ure de-

Tupt

Tats plan being fettled for the Patna
party,
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party, in cafe of a rupture, the queftion

is put,
How they fhall be informed of a rup-
* ture, or what they thall conftrue as fuch ?

Mr. Johnftone’s Opinion.

Mg. Jounstone thinks, the Nabob's
ftopping our communication by letter,
and moving, in confequence, with his
army and artillery towards Patna, when
there is no other enemy in the country
adjacent, again{t whom he may have caufe
to move, or it ought, in reafon, to be
believed, that he direés his march, or
the march of his army, this way, attend-
ed by any correfpondent a&s of hoftility
of his forces ftationed at or round Pitna,
fuch as ftopping their provifionsand com-
munication with the country, or eppo-
fing our people in the execution of their
bufinefs, might, in the prefent circum-
ftances, be conitrued by them as a rup-
ture, and that they might immediately
proceed to act as direted in the plan.

The Prefident’s Opinion.

Tue Prefident thinks Mr. Joknftone's
propofal is extremely vague, and leaves

it
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it in the power of the gentlemen at Pat-
na, by an error in judgment, to involve
us in a war which we wopld rather a-
void, and therefore would propofe, that .
the orders to the gentlemen at Patna
fhould be after this madner: « That
“ they will be inftantly informed by us,
¢ if we fhould be obliged to declare a
“ rupture with the Nabob, and that,
“ therefore, they muft wait for fuch in-
formation, before they a& upon the
plan laid down, keeping, in the mean
time, well on their guard, and de-
fending themfelves and the. Compa- .
ny’s rights againit all attacks.” That
he propoles thefe limited orders the ra-
ther, becaufe he looks up{m‘tha party at
Patna to be of fuch ftrength %, as to run
no rifk from any attack of the Nabob.
THe queftion being put to the reft of |
the Board, ‘which of thefe opinions thould
be adopted. )
M. Watts’:, &, Opmwﬂ L=
Mass. Warrs, Milmolt Ha&mgs,

Cartier and B!Hcrs, agn.c tu:thn Prcfi- |
ﬁdcnt’s.

L1
L1
(13
L1

%

* S thi e sum M,._ |



A M tkh&ﬁ.\.& s Q\ mx“....; \“qu.. COMPANY s T ROGEYN, xxﬁ?ﬂc_\\\«. \ i m\x%ﬂxx\ “x 3

e 5 % ....x * "
S~— ~ (% Gdere st h@\wh.._,\. x‘wﬁ\\wa%t &m.w.wnnka? .ummmv‘\a.ﬁkwhk.:} ...a.ar -
O fftcens / ) 4
. : & ..‘ (ool FF ﬂﬂ.“\\.«ku_.m.{.. " .;.._.
Comprigfocorred ..\ma‘mm_ PP Srceorls ..m“«__.....e\\...%vm@. M .m
r : ¥ N3
COMPANIE S Mm H IR R R T 58
¥[8 : R R B < 5 md_
2, i - - _r. b ¢ 3 - v 5 ¥
L SNHMHNNMANRNRNNA
Caprsieese (rtieiis .ﬁvkw‘?t«u\ P rlae flzlglzla 435 W 55
mﬂ.\. Focchari.. . A D |z 1 ez 4 3 2| 6 48 55
ﬁk\m..lk\!ﬁhahrv L. .r. J..r.... 4 £} 4 . .m : T& o 2 &y
Total 417 S r.qnﬁh 5 w.._m _.l Ureleo g 2o

| iz 3
% £y ﬁ\m.w 1&%&%?\ ﬁg\v\ \iﬁ. | ” ».{\.1 5 ~=.__ 47 EPEAL |
| & P il ¥ - ; T 4
Es&k.&xﬁkﬁ\%ﬁh\w \\.nu\ﬁkbmh\ QWM\M eel? HLI. B \.
@h«.\_ﬁ. ) 7 rl..l ..
! £ ___..\.___n\.. ﬁ..ﬁ. S T .
\ﬁ\ \5& i) E.MM_% ? _..neq..ﬂ

i atations|

-

ARTILLERY |3|}[3 W ¥ 3 M SRR RS
He RIS SRR R Rl
Pl . . I gl s 2 .__L _.m F T.u. 4 ﬂ 57
e PRPIP Ny A H.\u\s\ s ek ... } .m.. e
__. __\ .__ﬂv“.“ﬁk“_ n&hx”mw_‘. .:.«H h.\la_”“..”wm” - ) mnﬁ_w%ﬂ /,w ¢ AL ,,.
h.%uwn\kt.h %M.W & ._m..r - Jrﬂ . ....,... ...._ .er.Wl .ﬁ E _...,IW% ..m ¥ ._n.w 2 : : &
e ISTHES | N op RS SRS o Bfeloh@M g o

0

4

o
—Fotal
Comtonpndants

y {&H’- - ! ‘:L "
N R rirere
.ﬁmm.-
t..%ﬂ.ﬂ'\m

i

by
s

.wmwm.mjr$
: o

SEEPOY.S
e, ko Mattadivmns

..m
A2
z

b | sl crmdratirands
2
re
Sielaaidlares

X
bt | geq | 3 |a5|r01f | 1ogo)| .
o4

LY

+ % s J“__= nal . |
B i
L

TAVAVEEY 3 lgojeb| g | 2 2 913 |4

2| gloleo) | |sblez|s 2496164 | gat | lag|se1d |tage| 1 |4 111|9|8 |4

...m._h 2|2 4 |12 e | 4 Wbl | 261|2|#] 497 s2g]| 2 rlz|qg|2|e

% ﬁ.xﬁx? 2| 2|8 |twjez|be| s | g |9PV05|esle | 2 Ewﬁwl& 4 [70|2538 n.u&Nuﬂ.uLu 2|3 |9 |e2 h..v_ba

- e Logpncd 12 ‘. s 4 _ Ly L
7 \ _Tettor forvatireris, € Nﬁ\\\- ot
R R R R e . i E i







Tranfactions in BENG AL. 161

Mr. Batfon'’s Opinion,

MR. Barsoxn is of Mr. Johnftone’s
Opinion, becaufe, after the Nabob has
once commenced hoftilities againft us,
the tying UP our party at Patna,
from ating on the offenfive, as well as }
the defenfive, will give him an advan-
tage, and fubje& us to a difadvantage in
cafes of exigency that may happen,

Major Adams's Opinion,

Major Apams thinks the gentle-
men at Patna ought not to commence
hoftilities without the orders of the Board,
but that, fhould the N abob march alarge
force towards Patna, without any appa-
rent reafon, or otherwife commit any act
of hottility, they fhould take any ftep
for their own fec_u_rity, even to the taking
of the city of Patna, if it thould be deem-
ed abfolutely neceflary, and there defend
themfelves without proceeding further,
until they receive the orders of the Board,
Opinion of the Majority and Reflution i

Confequence.

Tue majority of the Board being of
the Prefident’s opinion.

Vou, III. M AGREED,
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Acreep, That we write to Patna,
and tranfmit them a copy of thefe refo-
lutions for their government.

Mr. Johnftone's Diffent.

- MR. Jounstone begs leave to diffent

from this refolution of the majority, or-
dered to be tranfmitted to Patna, becaufe,
ke thinks the reftraining the gentlemen
there from acting offenfively, till they
have notice from hence of our declaring
@ breach with the Nabob, although he
may proceed to direct open a&s of hofti-
lity againft them, is giving the Nabob
all the advantages he could defire, thould
his refolution be to attack that detach-
ment; the firft, in hopes of overpower-
ing it before our army can arrive to its
afiiftance. The very intention of our
council, Mr. Johnftone underflood, was
toprevent the ill-confequences that might
attend a ftoppage of our correfpondence
by letter, by the Patna party not having

direétions how 10 at, in cafe the Nabob
began hoftilities, and prevented our in-
telligence by removing the dauks, and

flopping all letters; (hould the Nabob
march towards Patna, we cap expect no

notice
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notice of it but from the chief there,
which, as the dauks will of courfe be re-
moved, may very probably not reach us
in lefs than ten or twelve days ; as many
more may elapfe before they receive the
Board’sdeclaration of arupture, by which
they are tied up at leaft twenty days, not
to attempt any thing againft the Nahob,
or the city of Patna, though their only
hope of taking it, depends on their at-
tempting it before the Nabob can reach
it; and their circumftances, in regard to
provifion, and in many other refpects
may be fuch, as that their prefervation may
greatly depend on their carrying it. In
war, to prevent and defeat the defigns
of an enemy, is allowed to be Juft as well
as prudent; but this liberty, fo efiential
to felf-prefervation, is denied to our fel-
low-fervants, though ever o fair occa-
fion may offer. Mr. Johnflone is not
more for their declaring war and begin-
ning hoftilities the firft, than any other
gentlemen at the Board ; but he thinks
it ought, and may be very reafonably
Ieft to the prudence of the gentlemen at

M 2 Patna,
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Patna, to judge what are open aéts of
hoftility on the part of the Nabob, who
is already armed and bids us defiance.
Further Proceedings of the Board.
IT is further refolved,
TrAT if a rupture does happen, ma-
X Jor Adams fhall march with the King’s
* regiment, and all the Company’s troops
atGherettee and Calcutta; captain Broad-
brook’s and Maclean’s battalions of fee-
Poys compleated, alfocaptain Cham pion’s
company of military from Jellafore, to-
gether with the fallc:-wing artillery, viz.
two twelve-pounders, fix fix-pounders,
and two howitzers. The major is, there-
fore, defired to make the neceflary lifts
of flores accordingly.  And it is further
refolved, That feven companices of fee-
poys from Jellafore, and three from
Burdwan, fhall, in fuch cafe, be ordered
to Calcutta to compleat the two batta-
Yions, to go with major Adams, and ferve
for the duties of the Prefidency.”

OnN the 18th; we received the follow-
ing letter from M, Ejjis and his conncil,

dated March 52 1763, which will hew
how
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how ftrongly the report prevailed, that
our forces at Patna would attack the city,
fince the Nabob's officer commanding
there, thought it neceffary to take fuch
extraordinary precautions for the defence
of it. It will thew alfo, in how much
contempt they held the Nabob and his *
forces at this time; although they could
afterwards exaggerate them as much,
when it ferved as an argument to fupport
their application, for a power to at as
they thought proper.

Letter from Patna.

« OUR favour of the 24th ultimo,
we received the 2d inftant, and
immediately difpatched the letter in-
clofed therein to the Nabob. As far as
we can judge, he inclines not to pacifick
meafures ; for fince the receipt of your
letters of the 7th and 1oth ultimo, he
has been conftantly fending troops into
this city ; the commanders of his forces
in different parts of the country here-
abouts, are under orders to affemble at
Patna, and fome of them are aGually in
M3 motion,
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motion, by which it feems as if he in-
tended 2 blow at this party ; on that head,
however, we are perfectly eafy, but un-
der the deepeft concern for the fate of
the city, which we are hourly apprehen-
five will be plundered by the licentious,
undifciplined rabble within its walls.
The fuburbs are already entirely deftroy-
ed, and the wretched fituation of people _
of all ranks, is more eafy to conceive
than deferibe.

Mzzr Mixny CAws is the name of
theperfon whom the Nabob has appoint-
ed his naib here, but to this time he has
not paid the chief the ufiral compliment
of acquainting him with his arrival ; he
cartics on the preparations for attack or
defence (for as yet we know not which
to call them) with more vigor than his
predecefior, and thereby adds to the ter-

Were under arms til] the morning ; great
part of yefterday the gates were kept fhut,
and the relief of our hofpital guard refu-
fued admittance 3 pon which, the chief

wrote
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wrote him a letter ; a copy of it we now
inclofe, as likewife of his anfwer. The
guard has been fince admitted, but the
burbunna gate {till remains fhut.

IT is commonly talked, that the Na-
bob has fent this Mindy Cawn to drive
out the Englifh ; but you will judge that
there is not much danger to be appre-
hended from a man, whofe talent feems

*chiefly to lie in founding his own praifes.
His infolence may, however, reduce us
to the difagreeable neceflity of taking
the city from him. With the grearteft
difficulty, we have colleéted money fuf-
ficient to pay our Europeans for this
month, and our feepoys for March ; and
have not, at this time, a fingle rupee in
cafh ; we therefore requeft you will take
the moft fpeedy method of fupplying us.”

Mzg. JounstoNe, who had already *
interrupted the publick bufinefs by per-
{onal refle&ions on me, for the diftinc-
tion made by the Nabob in his letter to
Mahomed Allee, of the Company’s duf-

Mg . - tuck
* See page 77, of this Vol.
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tuck and my own | refumed the fame
fubje& in the following minute, jp the
confultation of the 18th, to which I
thall fubjoin my reply.

Extrai? of Confiltation ¢of April 18, 1763.
Myr. Johnftone’s Minute.
€ MR. JouNnsTonE begs leave to re-

Gulfton, is very different from that
which Mr. Vanfittare appeals to, and
ftands entered in the country correfpon-
dence, and which Mr. Johnftone objected
to at that time, though by not then being
able to get the original, it could not be
altered. The very letter produced by the
Prefident, which though wrote after the
PPearance of his order of the Nabob’s,
he would refer ¢ a5 a proof, that ne a-

fenfe
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fenfe of the paragraph that we have fol-
lowed, referring to the gomaftahs of
Mr. Vanfittart's private bufinefs, who
might have either the Company's, or his
own private duftuck, that they fhould
not be impeded further.

IT does not appear from any line in
the Nabob’s letter, that the Governor's
trade was flopped, nor any inftance or
place referred to, which would have
been the cafe, and particularized, it may
be fuppofed, as well in regard to them,
asto his particular gomaftah Coja Wannis.

By this, and many other of the Na-
bob’s publick letters and orders, it ap-
pears, he confidered and direced nine per
cent. to be levied on whatever goods are
purchafed, being the produce of this
country, without regard to their being
for exportation or inland Fradf.”

Extradt of the Nabob's Letter (delivered
in by Mr. Johnftone.)

€< THE Governor writes to me, that
¢ you interrupt his own goma(-

« tah; notwithftanding in the paper of
“ regula-
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“¢ regulations, there is no diftin@ion of
¢ private and publick. Yet, as the Go-
““ vernor is my friend, I accordingly
““ write to you, not to impede the go-
“ maftah of his private trade, that may
*“ have with him either the Governor's
*“ or Company’s duftuck.”
Tte Prefident’s Reply.

Ix anfiver to Mr. Johnftone’s further
minute, I obferve, that the only differ-
ence between Mr. Rogers's tranflation
of the pofticript of the Nabob's letter to
Mahomed Allee, and Mr. Gulfton’s .
15, that in the firft it ftands z2e gomafial,
in the other the faid gomafiah ; but whe-
ther the Nabob's intention was general,
or particular, all that I affert, is, that I
never defired, nor would accept of any
privilege, for my gomaftahs, over thofe

of
% SeeMr. Rogers’s tranflation, page 1, of this
Val. Mr. Gulfton’s is the above extrad, delivered
in by Mr. Johnftone, who thinks proper to produce
that part only of the Nabob’s letter, becaufe in the
beginuing of the very fame letter, it appears, that
the trade in queftion, which Mahomed Allee had
flopped, belonging t0 me, was 3 part of thirty bales
of cloth, provided for me with the Company’s duf-
tuck.
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of the reft of the gentlemen in the fer-
vice; and that I never fealed duftucks
with any other than the Company’s ufu-
al duftuck feal. My letter to the Nabob,
No. 1. dated January 24, contained the
complaint 1 mentioned, of two parcels
of my own goods being ftopped, with
the Company’s duftuck, under the charge
of Ramnaut Holdar, and Coja Afkafuk,
belonging to Coja Wannis; and it was
in confequence of that complaint, the
Nabob fent the orders in queftion to Ma-
homed Allee, inwhich the complaint of
Coja Afkafuk, and Coja Wannis is par-
ticularly noticed. As foon as I got a2
fight of thefe orders, I wrote the Nabob,
as by the extralt entered in confultation
the 28th of March, to let him fec that I
did not mean to have any particular in-
dulgence for my own gomaftahs, but
expelted equal juftice with others.”

Messievrs Amyatt and Hay remain-
ed fome time at Coffimbuzar, waiting
for the Nabob’s approbation of their vifit
to proceed. His anfiwer arrived on the

20th,



]
i
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20th, and fignified, the’ relutantly, his
confent to receive the deputation, This
Ietter, and one received fome days be-
fore, hcing laid before the Board, it was
determined by the majority, after a long
debate, that Mefr Amyattand Hay fhould
proceed. The Nabob’s letters, and the
debates upon the fubjed, I fhall enter as
follows,

Governor.  Dated April 2, 1763.

L I Have been favored with your Jet.

ter of the 24th of March. [ gig
not expect, that while I was going to
take another country you would feng
froops into mine, Yoy fome time ago
Wrote to me, while I was at Beteea, that
the bufinefs of the country, in the dif

- ridhs was obftructed; and that you thould

fend People to prevent it; byt you did
ot write that you would feize and

AWy my aumils, anq difgrace them.

do not write anfwers to Mr. Ellis’s leg-

ters on this ccount, becaufe, from the

| beginning, he had gpe meaning in his

mnuth:
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mouth, and another in his heart; and
acted contrary to what he wrote, as in
the affair of the opium, where he took
a bond from all the merchants, by which
he was to purchafe it himfelf ; and for
this Mr. Ellis wrote to Nobit Roy. But
concerning the falt petre, which is the
Company’s own bufinefs, he wrote no-
thing, nor did he afk any queltions re-
lative to it; but at once fent feepoys,
and feized the aumil of Taajepoor, whom
he accufed of impeding the falt petre,
and carried him away bound. As the
falt petre bufinefs is of the greateft im-
portance, it was proper, that he fhould
write in the fame manner as he did about
the opium. When feepoys were fent,
Rajah Nobit Roy fenthis Chubdar to him,
to know on what bufinefs they were go-
ing into the perganahs. Mr. Ellis an-
fwered, that when they returned from
their bufinefs, he would know. A co-
py of Nobit Roy's letter I inclofe, If
any one had refufed to liften to him, then
he might have fent people to prevent his
bufinefs being obftruted, not tobind and

carry .
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carry away my officers. I before wrote
you, that I was coming to Rajemahl,
and would a&t according to your direc-
tions ; but not regarding this, you fent
People to the diftricts, and created dif-
turbances. - Unable to help myfelf, I

have taken off all duties.
Ir notwithftanding this, you fend peo-

ple to the perganahs, I fhall doubtlef;
imagine you have another ally in view.
Wita regard to your fending Mr. A-
myatt, I before wrote, that of mercantile
affairs, nothing is left to be fettled,
have now only the revenues of a fmal]
parcel of land. If you fend him to regy.
late this, let me know., As to mercantile
affairs, I have relinquithed every thing,
and nothing remains for him to negoti-
ate. In future, fhould you have any
thing to do in refpet to the revenyes of
thecountry, do itwith fomeother perfon,
IN regard to the expreffion of frvapgs;
and men of 4y condition, which is thoughe
to refledt on the gentlemen of Coynejl.
Hitherto T have hyg no. knowledge of
the gentlemen of ¢ Council, The fer-
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vants and menof lowcondition, are what-
ever perfons make a difference between
the reputation and bufine(s of the Com-
pany and mine, and endeavor to createa
difturbance and difputes between us, and
what can be more plain and exprefs than
this 7 In a place where one man, or let-
ter of yours, would be fufficient to clear
your bufinefs, and carry it on in a pro-
per manner there, to fend feepoys (fer-
vants and men of low condition) and
companies of feepoys, to take my officers
and carry them away bound, and do their
utmoft to make a difturbance between
you and me. Confider, Sir, whether
this is a proceeding of men of low cha-
radter, or of men of rank and dignity?"

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the
Governor. Dated April 11, 1763.

‘“ T Have received yourfriendly letter,

in which you write me, that « if
** you and the gentlemen of Council
< were inclined to bring on a rupture,
< the difputes and hoftile proceedings,
¢ in feveral places, would have given
:  fufficient
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- fufficient occafion for declaring it im-
* mediately; but that a rupture, and
“ the fetting up another Nazim, is by
“ no means your defire, for which rea-
“ fon you had appointed Mr. Amyatt,
““ and Mr. Hay, to confer with me, that
““ the difturbances might be put an end
“* to, and our friendthip confirmed 5 and
“ that befides the article of cuftoms,
“ they had other articles in charge,
““ therefore, I thould write to thofe two
““ gentlemen, dcﬁ:ing them, in a friend.-
“ ly manner, to come; for with refpect
“ to the cuftoms, the orders lately given
“ by the fircar, were not confiftent with
““ the Company’s rights and interefls ;
“ and that if I o414 refufe to confer
““ with thofe two gentlemen, it woylg
“* occafion a Tupture between us,” Sir,
it is furprizing, that ¥ou do not fee the
ations of your own People, and will pot
Bive credis to them,

tween us and the coy ntry, and the mo-
ney I have given for the Company’s 4.
my, the only fayor thewn me op all fides,

15
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is the fending troops, and feizing the =
aumils of the diftriét of Dacca, attack-
ing and beating the tannadars of Jatira-
poor ; and, on the Patna fide, taking
my aumils, and keeping them in prifon.
What are greater hoftilities than thefe ?
It is furprizing, that you do not fee the
difturbances of your own people, and
will derive every thing, tending to hofti-
lities, from my words and letters ; and
having prepared an army, the gentlemen
hold themfelves ready to begin a war
with me. I am really firuck with a-
mazement.

Wit refped to Mr. Amyatt and Mr.
Hay, T before wrote, that if they came
only on a vifit, my houfe was theirs,

Now I write again, that if they come
with only one or two companics of ne-
ceflary attendants, I have no obje&ion.
But I muft remark, that on the one fide,
you ufe only violent meafures ; while on
the other, looking towards the treaties
between us, you fend to confer. A con-
ference, attended with fuch unreafonable
violences, never was heard of in any

Vou. III. N coun-
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country, and certainly you intend to do
nnth‘ing contrary to cuftom.

By what you write of other articles
of bufinefs, befides the cuftoms, I un-
derftand, that for this remaining coun-

» which is left for my fhare, you have
appointed me aumil, or regard me as
wadadar, or zemindar, or gomaftah, or
muttafeddee ; that you have given in
charge to the faid gentlemen other ar-
ticles of bufinefs, exclufive of cuftoms,
Write me fully and explicitly of this,
that I may be acquainted and a&t accor-
dingly.”

Extradt of Conferltation of the zoth of
April, 1763. [ Pr-g'/:'*tg: M. Vanfittart,
Batfon, Cartier, Haftings, Johnitone,
Marriottand W atts.) The Nabob’s Ief-
ter of the 11th Infian, being read and
debated on at the Board, as alf; bis A
Swer to My, Amyatt’s Letter wrote ar
tbe fame time.

4. THE queftion wag put, whether
Medi, Amyatt and Hay fhould in
confequence be recommended to proceed
to
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to Mongheer, and demand of the Nabob
2 definitive anfwer to the points contain-
ed in their inftru&ions.

Mr. Watts’s Opinion.

Mer. WATTs is of opinion, that the
prefent letters received from the Nabob,
are as evafive as thofe read in corfulta-
tion the 11th of April; and that they
are not in the leait fatisfattory, therefore
thinks, from the treachery the Moors are
famous for, and the Nabob’s difpofition
~znd chara&er, that it is unfafe for

Mefl. Amyattt and Hay to proceed ; but
as every method ought to be tried o pre-
vent a rupture, he propofes, that the
letter be fent to thofe gentdemen, and if
they believe no rifk would attend them,
he is of opinion, it would certainly be

very proper for themto proceed to Mong-

heer, and demand 2 pofitive anfiver to
their inftrutions.
Mr. Marriott's Opiuion.

MR. MARRIOTT is of opinion, that
a copy of the Nabob’s letter to the Pre-
fident, and his letter to Mry. Amyatt,
thould be tranfmitted to Mefl’ Amyatt
and Hay; and that they fhould be re-

N 2 commended
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commended to proceed to Mongheer, and
require, from the Nabob, a definitive
anfwer to every point of their inftruc-
tions, as being the moft fpeedy and cer-
tain method of bringing things to a con-
clufion.

Mr. Johnftone's Opinion.

I THINK the Nabob gives not Mefl.
Amyatt and Hay amy greater encourage-
MEnt to go on their deputation, by the
letters now before us, than in thofe he
wrote of the zd inftant, The Nabob
enly confents to receive their vifit, if
they come as friends ; but without fatif-
fyin g us, he will treat with them on by-
finefs, on which we had demanded a
fitive anfwer ; and the expreflions of his
letters induce me to think, he will make
ufe of this pretext, of his not having
confented to enter on bufinefs, to decline
treating on any of the points for which
thefe gentlemen are deputed.

I wouLp leave it to thofe gentlemen
to judge and decide; whether they have
fufficient reafon to proceed in hopes of
fuccefs from fuch anequivocal letter; and,
in the mean time, would have all the

ftores
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ftores tranfported to Gherettee, and all
the other preparations made agreeable to
the indent of major Adams. That what-
ever refolution be taken hereafter, 2 day
may not be loft in waiting after we have
determined.

Mr. Haftings's Opinion.

Tre Nabob, in my judgment, plain-
ly declares, that he is very willing to re-
ceive . Mr. Amyatt’s vifit, and only ex-.
prefles his fears, left he fhould be go-
ing upon an hoftile intention ; for this
reafon, and to put a flop to the infur-
rections which thefe difputes have given
rife to, in the province of Bahar, and
the alarm fpread thro’ both provinces,
I think Mefl. Amyatt and Hay fhould
proceed, without lofs of time, on their
deputation.

Mr. Cartier’s Opinion.

Mgr. CarTier isof the fame opinion
with Mr. Marriott.

Mr. Batfon’s Opinion.

In the fenfe I underftand the Nabob's
letters, he ftill refufes to treat with Meff,
Amyatt and Hay on any matters of bu-
finefs, and ftill continues in the fame evil

N3 difpo-
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difpofition towards us s I therefore think

it improper for thofe gentlemen to pro-

ceed on their deputation, .

Tée Prefident's Opinien, and thas of the
Majorsty.

THe Prefident agrees in opinion with
Mr. Marriott; ‘and that appearing alfo
to be the opinion of the marjority.

Refolution in Confequence.

Aereep, that we do write accordingly

to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay.”

Warirst this point was in debate,
the following letter was received from
the Chief and Council at Patna to the
Board. Dated April 11, 1763.

% IT is highlynmeﬂ'nry, thatyou fhould

bring matters to a fpeedy ifiue with
the Nabob, for the diﬁffe&cd'za:nﬁndara,
and other male-contents, taking the ad-
 vantage of his infamouys and foolifh be.-
havior, are rifing up in arms, and threa-
ten deftruction to the country. He has

geice, that Camgar Cawn, Baboo Cawn,
and fome other Chiefs, are Plundering the

country about Doudnagar, The Bouge-
: poor
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poor Rajahs are alfo affembling forces on
the other fide of the river; and we dai-
Iy exped to hear of their entering and
poficfiing themiclves of their antient do-

mains.”

WaAaTEVER was the defign of thofe
gentlemen, in painting, in fuch ftrong
colors, the troubled ftate of the province
of Bahar, it could not but have fome
weight with the Board, in fhewing the
neceflity of putting an end as [peedily
as poffible to our difputes with the Na-
bob, and muft have afforded a convinc-
ing argument of the little inclination the
Nabob could have to protract them,
fince the confequences, according to this
reprefentation, appeared fo fatal to his
country, and ‘deftructive to his govern-
ment. At the fame time, truth obliges
me to obferve, that the whole ftory was
without foundation,it being well known,
that the province never enjoyed a flate
of more perfe& tranquility. Not a ze-
mindar in the country, ever lifted up his
hand againft the Nabob, from the be-
ginning of our troubles; and Camgar

N 4 . Cawn,
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Cawn, ip particular, upon the firft call,
Joined him with all his forces. The a_
verfion which the Nabob fhewed to MefT,
Amyatt and Hay's vifit is very obferva-
ble, thro’ every one of his letters, and
the reafon is ag obvious. He was now
firmly perfuaded by Mr. Ellis’s condudt,
and the approbation i met from the
Board, that they were refolved to break
with him ;- and he well knew Mr. A-

and his difaffe@tion ¢o himfelf. Thefe
circumftances, added to thereport (which
he readily believed) of our forces being
actually on the march againft him, made
him conceive, that the Propofed nego-
tiation was only a blind to other defigns ;
and that Mef Amyatt and Hay were
going to conduct or affifh them. [ thought
ne way fo likely to convince him hig
apprehenfions were groundlefs, as the g
rival of thofe gentlemen, when he would
fee, with hig OWn eyes, thar they had
- only a fmal) efcort,

ON the fecong of May a letter ar-
rived from the Nabob, addr+fled 1o the
Company, of Wwhich the following is a
tranflation, Copy
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Copy of a Letter from the Nabob o the
Company. Dated April 21, 1763.
- HE particulars of the ruinous
ftate of Bengal, you will have
been doubtlefs acquainted with from the
writingsof Mr. Vanfittart, your Governor,
and the other gentlemen of the Council,
the fame I will briefly lay before you.
Tue Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier -
Cawn, by the afliftance of Colonel Clive,
became Nazim of Bengal. But by rea-
fon of the infirmities of old age, he was
incapable of beftowing that attention
which was neceffary to the adminiftra-
tion of affairs ; efpecially after the death
of his fon by a ftroke of lightning, when
- an excefs of grief and affliGion, depriv-
ed him of the exercife of his reafon and
underftanding, and added to the infirmi-
ties of old age. At this time the Prince
of the empire, whilft his father was yet
in poffeffion of the throne, by reafon of
the enmity of the Omrahs coming down
from Delly, arrived in the diftricts of
Patna, and caufed great troubles there.
ArtHo'
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ArTrO" Aulum gheer, his father, wrote
to Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, to fend
the Prince to his prefence ; yet, as the
Prince had no fixed refidence, the en-
deavors of the Nabob afore-named, and
of the Englifh army, were productive of
1o profitable effe, whilft the revenues
of the country were entirely obftru@ed,
and the bufine(s alfp of the Company's
commerce was much impeded. Dur-

ing thigconfufion, the Nabob afore-nam-
ed became indebted about two crores of
rupees to his army, and the troops of
the Company, befides the debt owing
to the Sircar of the Com pany, from the
Nabob afore-named ; of which, from
his extreme negligence, and warit of ay.-
thority, he was unable to difcharge the
fmalleft part®, andhewas reducedto fuch
an extremity, that the army fﬁrrounded_,
and temultuoufly gathered ahout him
every day for their arrears, whillt the
demands of ¢he Royal treafure became
more prefling,

BESIDES this, he was indebted to o-
ther merchants 3 and the Moragtas lay at

‘ the
* In the original, the tenth of a tenth.
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the diftance of five or fix cofs from
Moorfhedabad, encreafing the general
diforder, and pofiefling themfelves of the
whole country. Upon this occafion, the
honor and dignity of the Nabob afore-
named, was openly attacked by the hands
of the army and other people, who fur-
rounded his houfe, and crowded uponand
underneath his walls, loading him with
opprobrious language, and raining ftones

and bricks upon him. 2
When I faw things come to this pafs,
and the army and the people, who, from
the profpeét of their impending ruin, had
applicd themfelves to me, were a little
appeafed ; I offered myfelf as fecurity for
the arrearsof the army, and[ fatisfied the
people. 'Then, by the means of Mr.
Haftings, I made known to the Gover-
nor, Mr. Vanfittart, the extremity to
which my honor was reduced ; the uni-
verfal confufion which reigned in the
Nizamut, that all methodshad proved in-
effectual, and that the people and the ar-
my had applied themfelves to me, and
therefore I defired him to come and af~
. fift
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fiftme. The Governor, Mr. Vanfittare,
feeing the diforderly ftate of the Nizi-
mut, and of the currency of the Com-
Pany’s affairs, judged it highly advifeable,
that I fhould be inveited with the dj-
rection of the affairs of the country, and
the command of the forces of the Nabob
afore-namcd; with this view, he came
with fome of hjs council to Moorfheda-
bad, and advifed the Nabob in thefe
terms. Do you remain at cafe and in
* quiet in the palace, and entruft al]
¢ your affairs to him *, who will ferve
* you with his heart and life, and ef-
* fectually reftore good order to your
** country.” . The Nabob afore-named,
not confenting to remain at Moorfheda~
bad, immovcably declared that he would
80 to Mecca, and accordingly, with this
defign, departed 1o Calcutta, where |
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Nabob afore-named, I ftrenuoufly ap-
plied myfelf to the management and ef-
tablifhment of the affairs of thefe pro-
vinces.

Tue Governor, Mr. Vanfittart, repre-
fented to me, that the Company fuffered
a great lofs by the heavy expences of the
Englith forces, and he defired that I
would afign a tract of land for their pay,
and they fhould attend me, and be of
fervice to me : I replied, that I would
pay them ready money. - When he con-
fented not to this, exclufive of the ready
money, effets, lands, and the farm of
falt-petre, given by the Nabob Meer
Jaffier Cawn, I affigned three diftricts,
which produced an income of fifty lacks
of rupees for the charges of the forces of
the Company; that they might colleét
the rents as they pleafed, and apply them
to the defraying of their expences, and
when called upon, afford me affiftance.
Befides this, I furnithed five lacks of ru-
pees, as an affiftance which was necef>
fary for the charges of the Company’s
forces, in the fiege of the fort of Pondi-

cherry.
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cherry. Alfo, twenty lacks of rupees,
the debt owing from the Nabob Meer
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, Ientircly dif-
charged. At that time, the troubles
caufed by the Prince increafing, I march-
ed from Moorthedabad to the province
of Bahar, expecting to be affifted by the
Company’s forces; and as the father of
Shah * Aalum was dead, | addrefled the

the imperial fircar | would pay. By
feveral gentlemen and chief; of the Com-
pany’s forces (of whom there were at
that time many difmiffians and changes)
making certain agreements with the
Prince, condued him to Patna, and
affociating with fome of the muttafed-
decs of the Nizamue, and having taken
the fort of Patna into their own pofier-
fion, they laid me under an heavy ex.
Pence to my troops for Gx months, and

- ftrove

® The pame aflumed by the Prince, on the death
of his father, .
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ftrove to throw all my affairs into difor-
.der. By the blefling of God, Mr. Van-
fittart remaining firm to his treaty and
agreement, called feveral gentlemen from
Patna to Calcutta, fo that their defigns
proved abortive ; and by paying and pro-
mifing, I prevailed upon Shah Aalum to
return toward the imperial city. What
I have donc thefe three years for the
welfare of the people, the care of the
country, the prefervation of your friend-
thip, and the currency of your affairs, is
as manifeft as the fun.  There is no ce-
«cafion for me to write it, and without
doubt, you have been fufficienty inform-
ed of it from the addrefles of your Go-
vernor, Mr. Henry Vanfittart. The
dition of thefe three years, how. fhall I
write, and what I have fuffered, and yet
do fuffer, from the hands of feveral gen-
tlemen ? The flame of enmity every day
rifes higher; whatever they pleafe they
do, binding and carrying away my offi-
~cers ; whatever comes into their mouths
they fpeak, and they place guards upan
my houfes and forts,
Ox
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ON any taxable goods imported, I have
never troubled them for one rupee; and
fuch of the moft valuable commodities of
the country, as they have bought and
carried to other ports, have pafied in like
manner, without any demand from me
for duties upon them. Yet not contented
with thisextenfive trade in all articles free
- from duties, they carry on a trade in
- many things not cuftomary, fuch as dried

fith, ftraw, bamboos, beetle-nut, falt,
tobacco, timbers, and other trifling ar-
ticles, which ufed to afford the means of
fubfiftance to the poor and indigent in
the country, nor are fit for €Xportation,
por can produce any profit to the Com-
Pany; and for their own trade and ad-
vVantage they raife difputes,

* By fuch means, the poor, and the in-
habitants of the Country were reduced
%0, and ftill continge in ruin and mifery ;
of all thefe matrers I wrote repeatedly to
the gavernor, My, Vanfittart.  Althe’
he did not confider, nor do juftice to the

Poor, nor redrefs their opprefiions, yet
for my fake he tame to me, and agree-

ing
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ing to a fmall duty on goods bought and
told in the country, he returned to Cal-
cutta. But feveral gentlemen of the
council, not regarding the words or a&ts
of the Governor, proceeded to improper
and unbecoming meafures, and fixed the
root of enmity {o deep, that there was
no refource left in Bengal, and the dif-
orders of the Nizamutaredailyincreafing.
Whatever I fay or write upon this occa-
fion, thefe gentlemen will not confider,
nor do me juftice : difregarding the treaty
and good name of the Company, they
detire not to abftain from hurting their
own charatters with the Company, nor
to abide by our agreement. ,

Bur I have one hope yet left in the
juftice of the Company, fince in the pre-
fence of the Company, the iniquity of #
any gne, whether relation or ftranger,
fervant or friend, meets not with coun-
tenance ; and fuch pradtices as tend to.
the fubverfion of the country, and the
ruin of the inhabitants, will, upon no
account, be approved of by you. Af-
furedly, on hearing thefe thingss you will-

Vor. IIL 0 graciouly
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gracioufly befriend me; and I, for my
OWN part, ever attentive to the friend-
hip, the confirmation of the union, and
the obfervance of the treaty and agree-
ment with the Company, which I have
in my hands, under the feal of the Com-
pany, do remain, and will continue, in
quict and forbearance to the utmoit of
™My power. Ihave that reliance on your
friendthipand benevolence, that you will,
in the firi¢tet manner, enjoin the chiefs
of the army, and the gentlemen that re-
fide in, or may come into thefe parts to
affift and befriend me according to the
treaty and agreement, nor in contradic-
tion thereto, to labour at introducing
diforders into the country, and amoengft
the inhabitants,

IT is proper that you grant me an an-
fwer to this addrefs, that hereafter g may
have & written Pledge of your affection
and kindnefs. to fhew to thcﬁ:.gentlﬂncn,

I thall ufe my endeavors, and fabour with

my heart and life ;, Promoting the fuc-
cels of your affairs, Ir
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Ir you refufe me this, this province,
on which your commerce and my Niza-
mut depend, will be one entire feene of
ruin and mifery, without any refource
left ; and with the payments to the royal
treafury, the charges of the darmy, and
other neceffary expences, I fhall be in-
volved in inextricable diftreffes. For your
information Ihave reprefented this, What
more fhall I trouble you with ? May the
degree of your wealth and profperity be
for ever encreafing”.

From the good fenfe and temper ap-
parent in this letter, I now began to
flatter myfelf with the hopes of a recon-
ciliation; nor were they a little encou-
raged by the good opinion I had of Mr.,
Amyatt, whom, in fpite of the lengths
to which the violence and unhappy in-
fluence of others had driven him, T knew
to be poffefied of a moderate difpofition,
and by nature, the moft ill-fuited to the
litigious fcenes in which he had unwarily
engaged. The Nabob had always pro-
fefled a favorable opinion of kim; and as

Oz by
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by this time he muft haye been con-
vinced, that the report of our forces be-
ing on the march againft him, was with-
out foundation, kis _objetions to the
vifit mutt vanith of courfe, I therefore
made it my endeavor, in all my letters
to the Nabob, to convince him of the
good intentions of Mr. Amyatt, and to
perfuade him to yield to the terms which
were prefcribed to him, repeating the
aflurances of My own unchanged attach-
ment, with promifes of redrefs from the
Juftice of the Company, to which he had
appealed.  But it was now to0o late, our
differences had taken top deep root to be
removed : Mr. Ellig, ¢ncouraged by the
fupport afforded him by the Board, con-
tinued to widen the breach ; and the Na-
bob, tired outwith repeated provocations,
and more plainly convinced of my ina-
bility 1o protect him, loft all temper,
and thewed himfe]¢ from this time fearce
lels violent thap his enemies,

O the gth of May we received the

[ollowing leteer from the chief ang coun-
cil at Paina. i
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Patna Letter to the Board.

= E have received your favor of

the 14th inftant, with the re-
folutions of the Board, which as far as
we can comprchend them, will not al-
low us to conftrue any act of the Nabob
as hoftile, although ever fo greatly ten-
ding to our ruin, but we are to wait un-
til we have notice from you of a rupture
being declared.  Who there may be to
receive your commands is hard to fay,
but moft probably, neither any of us,
nor of the party now here, as we fhall
clearly evince.

We have had intelligence (not from
hircarras) that if the army fhould come
from Calcutta, the Nabob intends march-
ing here to attack us; in which cafe, he
will certainly remove our dauks, and cut
off all communication by that channel.
It will be the third day of his march be-
fore we can reccive certain advice of it ;
and a fingle coffid will be twelve days
reaching Calcutta, provided he meets
with no impediment; but it is more
probable that, at fuch a jun@ure, he ne-

0 3 ver
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ver gets there, and flill more fo, that
your anfier never reaches us.

How then are we to a&t ? This fadory,
it is well known, is not tenable if attack-
ed from the city, and to abandon it, will,
among(t many other evils, give fuch a
fhock to the fpirit of our troops, as may
induce the greateft part of our feepoys,
(in'whom our Principal frength confifts)
to defert us, and go aver to the Nahob,
Where they are better infured of fuccefs,
and will meet with ample €hcouragement,
which has not been fpared, even when
there was no appearance of a rupture, to
thofe who would defert with their arms.
Another fubftantial reafon why we can-
not leave the faGory, is, onr having put
Our ammunition, for 1ts greater fpmrixy,
in the lower part of the houfe, the ma-
gazine where it before lay, being liahle
to be blown up by a common rocker,

BuT let us fuppofe, for 2 moment,
that on the Nabob's marching againft ys,
. We quit the fa&ory and take poft; are
e to facrifice our furgeons and fiek who
e in the'eity ) For it cation ke fup-

pofed,
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pofed, that they will be permitted to
come out, or if they could, the fituation
of moft of them is fuch, that their being
brought into the air, will be attended
with certain death. When we have for-
tified ourfelves in this poit, our affairs
are not at all mended ; for the Nabob
has only to furround and ftarye us, whilit
we, dying by inches, fit waiting for your
orders, which can never arrive, but with
the army, and that at the {ooneft will be
forty days after his march from Mong-
heer. How are we to fubfift all this
_ time ? The Nabob feizes all provifions
coming from Bengal; and fuch is the
fcarcity here, that had it not been for
the gunge, which fo much pains was
taken to abolith, we had long e'er now
been obliged to take up arms, to procure
opr daily fuftenance ; but was there plen-
ty, we have not a rupee to purchafe it.
With the utmoit difficulty we have fcra-
ped money together to pay our troops,
for thefe two months paft; and, at this
time, have not fufficient to difcharge a
fourth part of the demands, that will
O 4 be
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be upon us in 3 few days, altho’ we gc.
quainted you of the lownefs of our cafh
2s long ago as the 24 of February, This

ed, our deftruétion becomes incvitable,
fuch g body as this mug ever act offen-
fively and vigoroufly, and nip the de-
figns of the cAemy in the bud. 7y
by fuch conduct only, that they can hope
to preferve themfelyes 3 and, furely, i,
is juft and laudable 1o make ufe of every
means, providence has Putino

Our fafety lies in maftering the city,
by a coup de main, before the Nahob
g°ts into it; for, afterwards, j¢ Mmay be
impradticable, and the confequence of

our alling on the defenfive 40y where
but in the city,
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off, and moft probably not opened but by
your army. If therefore we fhould obey
nature’s firft law, we hope we fhall not
be found culpable, tho’ it may not per~
fectly coincide with your orders.

WE cannot conclude without obferv-
ing to you, that we think we have no
ways merited the diffidence you exprefs,
nor given the leaft reafon ever to fufpedt,
that we would involve the Company in
a war by any rath or unpremeditated ftep.
We rather think, that we have given proof
of a contrary difpofition, in bearing the
many infults we have received, particu-
larly fince Mchdee Allee Cawn has been
appointed Naib here, whofe people have
even dared to abufe and call us oppro-
brious names aloud from the walls. We
fhall be as far as any, to whom the ma-
nagement of the Company's affairs are
entrufted, from bringing them into dif-
ficulties ; but when itis really neceffary,
fhall endeavour to aét with a {pirit that
becomes fubje&s of Britain, and fervants
of her greateft commercial body.

YouR letters are always one, and of-

ten °
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ten two days earlier in date than any o=
thers from Caleutta, which gives the Na-
bob a great advantage in point of intel-
ligence. We therefore requeft you will
order them to be difpatched with the ut-
maoft expedition.” \

I cannoT help remarking here, up-
on the unbecoming ftyle and falfe reafon-
ing ufed in this letter. Inftead of a de-
cent reprefentation of their opinion, ;t
15 2 paflionate exclamation againt the or-
ders of the Board, which they endeavor
to make appear unintelligible, and in-
confiftent with the fafety of the Com-
pany’s fattory and troops at Patna, ;

THE orders of the Board, at which the
chief and council of Patna are fo much
offended, were thefe *; that in cafe of
2 rupture with the Nabob, we fhould
give them the earlieft notice, which they
Were to wait ; and, in the mean time, they
Wwere to content themfelves with defend-
ing the Company’s interefts and property
againft all invaders. This furcly was fuf-

ficient,
* See page 162, of this Vol.
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ficient, for what danger could we appre-
hend to fo ftrong a detachment as theirs,
from any number of the Nabob's forces.
They themfelves always called them an
undifeiplined ¥ rabble, and gave an 4 in+
ftance of 4000 repulfed by 5o of our fee-
pays, who made good their retreat from
Gyzh to Patna, upwards of eighty miles.
‘Money we fupplied them with f{o plen-
tifully, that when they quitted the fac-
tory, they carried off fixty thoufand ru-
- pees in cafth, which fell afterwards into
the Nabob’s hands.

Tuev are offended, that it was not
left to them to declare a rupture when
they thuught proper, * becaufe they had
“ certain intelligence (not fromhircarras)
“ that the Nabob was determined, up-
“ on the firft notice of the march of any
“ traops from Calcutta, to proceed with
¢ all his force to attack the detachment
“ of our traops at Patna.”

IN anfwer to which, I fay firft, that
I believe the determination of peace and
war, was never known to be left in the

- hands
*® Sce page 164, of this Vo), + See page 88, ibid.

i



204 A NARRATIVE of the

hands of any inferior power ; and, fe-
condly, that if the power of declaring a
rupture with the Nabob, had been left
to the Chief and Council at Patna, it
was to be apprehended, that partly thro’
falfe intelligence, and partly thro’ their
particular indifpofition towards the Na-
bob, they would be induced to declare
againft him, without real or fufficient
reafon, and contrary to the intentions of
the Board. Indeed, I muit add, that it
Wwas my own firm perfuafion, that they
only fought fuch a power for a fanétion,
to the immediate execution of their own
defigns.

For proof that their intelligence was
fometimes fallible, T refer to that very
article, which they call ¢ certain,” of the
Nabob’s intention to march to Patna,
upon the firft notice of any of our troops
fetting out from Calcutta. It was plain
from the Nabob’s letter already infert-
ed %, that he had received fuch accounts
of our troops fetting out from Calcutta,
as he believed tq be true; and yet he

thewed
* See page 143, of this Val.
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fhewed not the leaft fign of marching
towards Patna. In like manner, in the
Patna letter, of the 15th of March, we
were advifed of the Nabob’s being en-
camped at Poonarek, and that he defign-
ed to march back to Patna, to attack
our troops ; but we heard for certain the
next day, that he had proceeded quictly
to Mongheer. Many more inftances,
were it neceflary, might be produced
from the Patna letters, of miftaken in-
telligence.  For proof of their particu-
lar indifpofition towards the Nabob, and
their endeavors to aggravate every acci-
dental circumftance into a crime againft
him, I might refer to numberlefs paffages
in their letters; but I believe thofe which
have already occurred, in the courfe  of
this narrative, will be fufficient, nor need
the fupport of further quotations.
Wairst Mefl. Amyatt and Hay were
at Coffimbuzar, they advifed us, that
the Seets * had been feized and carried a-
way to the Nabob. This being judged
a confequence of the Nabob’s fufpicions,

that

® Juggutfeet and his brother, two famous bankers.
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that they were concerried in fome il de-
figns with us, and a breach of the pro-
mife which he made to me, upon his
firft acceffion to the fubahthip ; a fevere
remonitrance was fent to him againft
this proceeding, with a demand for their
releafe.

Tue Nabob in anfwer, wrote as fol-
lows. '

Caty of @ Letter from the Nabob s the
- Goternsr. Dafed May 2, 1763.

£8 I Have received with pleafure your
“ T friendly letter; you write, that
‘ in the fame manner as the writers of
“ news, and incendiary reports, had
* falfely informed me, forces were dif
“ patched by land and water, and thro’
“ the woods and mountains, they muft
“ have wrote upon the affiir of the Seets, *
* that the Englith forces had been dif~
** patched thro’ their inftigations, and
* that thofe gentlemen wére affociated
* with the Englith, for which caufe
* they muft have fallen under my dif~
‘ pleafure ;

r
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pleafure; you write alfo, that you
underftand, from Mr. Amyatt's let-

ters, that Mahomed Tucky Cawn hav- =

ing taken the fame gentlemen from
their houfe, had placed them it Hee-
rajecl.  The news of this procedure
had greatly amazed you, becaufe, atthe
time that I fat in the mufnud of the
Nizamut, I, yourfelf, and the Sects
were joined ; and, it was agreed, that
thefe being the principal men of the

‘country, it wias proper to carry on

the management of affairs through
their mreans.  And alfo at the titme
you came to Mongheer, you faid all

that was to be faid concerning them,

and now to carry them away with
fuch indignities, is uhbecoming ; that
this procedure is a diminution of my

charaéter, and breachof faith, between

you and myfelf; and will give a pub-
lic reproach to your good name and
my own. That fuch a difgrace was
never offered to them, in the govern-

their buﬁnai’s is only commerce, nof
ik ha‘rc
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“ have ‘they ever affumed any concern
“ in the affairs of the government ; and
“ you defire, that I will write to Meer
“ Sved Mahomed Cawn Bahader to re-
“ leafe them, that they may return to
“ their own houfe.” Sir, your forces
have not marched to Luckypoor, neither
have they entered Dacca, nor have they
gone to Rangamettee or Rungpoor ; and
wherehave they not committed violences?
and what place, or what diftricts, are
free from them ? Ang what day paffes,
that the dependents and companies of
the Englith at Gherettee and Calcut

do not raife reports of war and tumults,

and troops, marching from every quar-
ter to Mongheer and Patna, that you
write that the hircarras, and writers of

© mews, write falfechoods ? The hircarras

of neceflity write what they hear,
AND in the affair of the Seets, no,per-
fon has to this time Cver wrote any thing,
nor {poken to me concerning them,
Now that you write to me, with all
thefe (pecious Pretences, it is as manifeft
as the fun, that upder the government
Eesof

r
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of every Nazim of Bengal till now, O-
michund (for inftance) and every other
dependent of the Englih, and thefe gen-
tlemen too attended on the Nazim,
and affifted on the affairs of the fir-
car, at the fame time that they carri-
ed on their mercantile concerns. God
be praifed, that you yourfelf write that
I faid, * thefe gentlemen.are of confe-
““ quence, it is proper to carry on my
*¢ affairs with their intervention.” For
thefe three years that I have borne this
burthen, and have repeatedly wrote
? thefe gentlemen, to carry on their

wn bufinefs, and affift in the affairs of
the Nizamut, they paid not the leaft re-
gard to my fummons, and have put a
ftop toall their mercantile bufinefs, and
have done all they could, to throw the
affairs of the Nizamutinto confufion, and
treated me as an enemy, and out-law,
and refufed to come. Now that I have

{ent my people, and brought them hi-"

ther, it was not becaufe they were in-
triguing with the Englith, &c. but for

Vor. III. P the
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the management of fuch of my affairs,
a5 indifpenfably required it. Since the
beginning, this was agreed upon between
us, that thefe gentlemen, &c. fhould
always attend upon the Nazim, and car-
ry on both the bufinefs of the Nizamut,
and their own. As to your writing to
me in this manner, and knitting your
brows without reafon, and treating the
covenants and treaties which are between
us, like children’s play, breaking en-
tirely through them, as if you had not
any kind of regard to them ; what other

conftruction can I devife for this ? Whilfiy
your people drag and carry away my au-
mils, and keep them in confinement ; in
this unjuftifiable infolence of your peo-
ple, which is over-fetting the treaty be-
tween us, there is no diminution of cha-
ratter, no breach of faith, nor caufe of
~reproach between us, neither is any vio-
lation of the treaty in this. But when I
fummon a man, who is my own depen-
dent, the treaty is broke, and my admi-
niftration becomes weak, and my name
fuffers in the fight of every one, but par-
ticularly
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ticularly in yours. O gracious God!
this is a matter of aftonithment, which
my underflanding cannot reach. In a
word, that thefe gentlemen, from the
firft day, fwore and agreed, that ¢ where-
‘¢ ever my life was, their life was, and
“ wherevermy bufinefs was, their bufinefs
“ was.” God be praifed, that thisis afact
known to all the world. Now I have
brought them to this place, that they may
always bewith me, andattend to mybufi-
nefsand their own, according to cuftom. I
know not, whether what you write in be-
halfofthefegentlemen, be by wayof inter-
ceffion for them, or whether their names
are included in our former treaty, which
you have recourfe to, when you charge
me with breach of faith, and violation

of former agreements, and reproach me

with weaknefs, and a bad name. God be
praifed, that I have fent for them with
no other defign than for the currency of
bufinefs, and for their continuance in one
place : neither, as in the cafe of Coja
Wajeed, have I feized any perfon unjuft-
ly, nor charged my confcience with the

- Poa unjuft

A
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unjuft death of any man. If you are re-
folved to put mifconftructions on every
proper and lawful aéion of mine, I am
utterly without remedy ; but if you re-
gard equity, this matter is not of fuch
confequence, as to give occafion for fo
much contention and reproach.

In the Nabob's Hmd-wr&fng.

Sir, Though it is agreed by the
treaty between us, that I fhould ne-
ver fay any thing in behalf of the fer-
vants and dependents of the Company,
nor you, gentlemen, interfere in behalf
of the fervants and dependents of the Ni-
zamut; yet you, gentlemen, have re-
garded all this as utterly obliterated, and -
in contradiction thereto, perfift in the
violation of the treaty, and defire to rajfe
your name, and eftablith your own cuf
toms. Iam remedilefs.”

Tue Nabob had never expreffed him-
felf with fo much acrimony, nor betray-
ed the vehemence of his refentment o

ftrongly
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ftrongly as in this letter, which feems to
have been diGated from a fenfe of the
deepeft injuries. It muft be confefled,
the provocation was fufficient to draw
fuch a recrimination from the Nabob,
upon the little account which we made
of feizing and imprifoning his officers,
whilft we were fo ready to reproach him
for doing the fame to hisown dependents.
But what contributed at this time to
make him the lefs relilh our remon-
ftrance, was the news which he had juft
received of the f{eizure of Mahomed Al-
lee, which, in confequence ofour orders *
.to the chief and council at Dacca, they
had effe@ted happily without oppofition,
and immediately fent him prifoner to
Calcutta; this treatment (however me-
rited) of an officer of fuch confequence,
affeted the Nabob more than all that
had paffed, nor could he mention it with
temper in any of his letters after this
period,
On the goth of May, we received the
following letter from Mefl. Amyatt and
B St Hay,
* Page 139, of this Vol.
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Hay, containing an account of their firft
- interview with the Nabob.

Copy of a Letter Jrom Mef. Amyatt and
Hay, to the Governoy and Council.
Dated May 18, 1763.

L WEwaitcd on the Nabob the ¢ sth,

to acquaint him of yoyr refolu-
tion. In converfing on the different ar.
ticles, we found jt impoffible to difcourfe
feparately upon them; and hp defired us
o write down what we had to fay to
him. We delivered to him aPerfian tranf.
late' we had made of our inftruions,
The fame being read, he defired we
would leave it with him, as alfp the Fir-
mauns, &c. which we acquiefced to,
The next evening he fent his moonfhee
Hafiz, Iffrar Cawn, to us, to defire we
would fign that Perfian tranflate, or dray
out a Lift of fiych demands as e were
commiffioned  to get complied with
which we accordingly did, and fens it to
him figned ang fealed, 2 copy of which
: We again waited on

15 here inclofed.
him this murning, to defire his anfwer,
if
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if he would comply with thefe articles,
and give us the fatisfaction required. He
replied, it would take up fome time to
confider on them, and defired two days
to give his anfwer. We had a good deal
of converfation with him on different
fubje@s, in which it appeared he had
confidered himfelf as in a ftate of war
with us for fome time paft, and had if-
fued orders, and made preparations ac-~
cordingly, which has been the caufe of
fome of the interruptions and infults our
people have met with lately; and moft
of the others, he faid, had been occafion-
ed by Mr. Vanfittart’s letter, which he
hitherto looked on as a treaty, the Go-
vernor had been authorized to enter into
with him, which caufed him to fend
thefe orders over the country to his au-
mils, the executing of which, we now
fo much complain of. We remarked
to him, many of thofe interruptions we
had laboured under, before that letter.
As far as we can judge from our laft
converfation, he feems fomewhat con-
vinced that our intentions are not hoftile,

' Do as
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-as long as he does not attempt to infringe
our rights (of which we have ufed our
beft endeavors to perfuade him) and gives
us fatisfaction for the loffes fuftained by
infults offered to the Englith by his offi-
cers in different parts of the country.
This we are in hopes he will comply
with, though he makes great ufe of the
argument, of his having aced by Mr.
Vanfittart's agreement. We cannot write
you, at prefent, with certainty of his in-
tentions, but hope to be more fo in our
next.  We thall again wait on him, for
a further converfation on the many arti-
ticles he is to comply with, before the
time appointed by him for giving his
anfier, to endeavour further to convince
him of the reafonablenefs of them ; when
we fhall mention to him the moving * our
troops to Patna, which hitherto we have
declined on account of his fufpicions.”

Tuis letter afforded fome hopes, that
the Nabob would {ubmit to the demands,
. and
« * This was in cunfqnmcepfaﬂuﬁmpﬂbt
Board, to relieve the Patna troops cvery year, by
fending a frefh detachment from Calcutta, !
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and thus our difputes be ended; but it
appeared from his letters afterwards, that
his difpofition for peace, was little affift-
ed by his converfation with Mefl. Amy-
att and Hay, who, inftead of allowing
room for negotiation, or fhewing an e-
qual willingnefs to hear and redrefs his
grievances, perfifted only in requiring 2
determinate anfwer to their own de-
mands, which might as well have been
infifted on by letter from Calcutta, with-
out putting them to the rifk or trouble
of fo long a journcy. The Nabob com-
plained much of this proceeding, and
by fome paffages in his letters, appears
to have been as little pleafed with the
haughty ftyle in which they addrefied
him ; whilft they, in their turn, retorted
the fame complaint upon him. But
what were the Nabob’s real intentions
at this time, whether to fubmit to necef-
fity, and fign to the articles, or by re-
jecting them, refer our differences to the
chance of war, it is hard to judge. It
is certain, he was provided as wellas he
could be, againft the worft; though it is

Yy
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my own belief, that his intention was ne-
ver to begin the war, but to avoid it, till
he fhould be forced to defend himfelf.
That fuch was his difpofition, I judged
both from his letters and condud - his
letters, though filled with the moft bitter
remonftrances of the violences commit.
ted againft him, fhewed always a fear of
coming to extremities, and a defire to
treat;. while ours, which he was an-
fivering, contained the moft “abfolute
-commands, enforced with a denuncia-
tion of war, if he refufed to fubmit to
them. And as to his condud, if he had
refolved upon war, he would furely not
have negleéted the many ways he might
have taken to diftre(s us : he would have
attacked the detachments fent out from
Patna, and endeavoured to cut them off
from the body, inftead of making inef-
fectual complaints to us; above all things,
he would have been prepared, on the firlt
commencement of hoftilities, to ravage
the Burdwan province, from whence he
knew we received our chief fupplies of
money ; in fhort, he would hayve ftop-~
ped
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ped the currency of the Company’s bu-
{inefs in all parts, which he never once
, till the city of Patna was at-

tacked and taken by our troops.
WairsT our affairs were in this cri-
tical fufpence, a very unlucky circum-
ftance happened, which gave a turn to
the fcale, and introduced a frefh fubje&
of difpute. Some boats laden with arms
for our troops at Patna, which had been
difpatched about two months before,
paffing by Mongheer, were ftopped there
by the guards. Mefl. Amyatt and Hay
demanded their releafe; but the Nabob
looking upon this as 2 frefh proof of our
~ defign to break with him, and naturally
concluding that thefe arms were to be
employed againft himfelf, refufed to part
with them, unlefs our forces were re-
moved from Patna, declaring, that whilft
they continued there, employed as they
had always been, to intimidate the offi-
cers of the government, and fcreen the
violences and oppreffions of Mr. Ellis,
he could put no confidence in our pro-

feflions. At the fame time, as a proof
that
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that his view in the demand was only to
‘prevent the ill ufe which he knew My,
Ellis would make of thofe forces, he of-
fered, as an alterative, that they fhould
continue there, provided that Mr. Ellis
was recalled, and either My, Amyatt,
Mr. M‘Gwire, or Mr. Haftings, ap-
pointed chief in his room, otherwife he
infifted that the detachment fhould be
ordered down to Mongheer for his fer-
vice, according to’the terms of our ori-
ginalitreaty. In fhort, he pretended,
that the only object he aimed at, was to
obviate the mifchievous defigns of Mr.
Ellis, by depriving him of the means of
effecting them ; and declared, that this
only could preferve the peace between us;
for that he was certainly informed, Mr.
Ellis was refolved to attack the city of
Patna. The firft advice that we received
of this affair, was in aletter from Mef.
Amyatt and Hay, of the 26th of May,
which inclofed, a¢ the fame ' time, the
Nabob’s reply to the demands of the
Board, and was confirmed by their letters
of the 29th and 31ft of the fame month.

Thefe
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Thefe letters, with tranilations of the
demands prefented to the Nabob, and
his reply annexed, I fhall here infert.

Extra@ of a Letter from M. Amyatt
and Hay to the Governor and Council,
Dated May 26, 1763-

- E have not feen the Nabob thefe

four days, he being indifpofed,
which caufed us to importune him by
letters, for an anfwer to the feveral de-
mands, you ordered us to infift on his
complying with. This morning he fent
it by Nobit Roy, which we now inclofe
you; we had before flattered ousfeives
he intended giving us a favorable one,
though he all along continued to infift on
our people being the aggreflors, and
complained of our feizing his aumils,
when he was always ready to redrefs our
grievances, without entering into juft
argument, but confining it to occurren-
ces lately happened, fince his order iffued
in confequence of Mr. Vanfittart’s letter;
but he feemed to agree, by his converfa-

tion, that the method we now wanted

our
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our bufinefs to go on in, properly ob-
ferved, was juft, and to appearance he
was free from apprehenfions of our
wanting to quarrel with him; but we
now muft conjeure, this behavior was
only to delay time for fome purpofe or
other.

THE boats, with the arms for Patna,
arrived here yefterday, and were ftopped
by the Nabob’s chokey. We immedi-
ately applied for their releafe by letter,
and gave them a duftuck, mentioning
they contained arms, which they have
kept, and the boats {till continue de-
tained. The Nabob promifed an anfiver
by Nobit Roy this morning, who faid
they were detained for having arms in
them,

- THe letter written him to day we
- have fent, hoping it will have fome ef-

- feét on hismind, reflecting that our going
away muft neceflarily bring on a rup-
ture; to prevent which, it may make
him hearken toreafon, and he may ftill
be brought to comply with the articles
required ; therefore, if he defires us to

ftay,
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ftay, and releafes the boats, we fhall con-
tinue here till fuch time as we receive
your orders how we are to act in cafe of
his non-compliance with any, or every
article; but if he ftill continues the hoftil=
action of detaining the arms, we fhall
move from hence either towards Bengal
or Patna, as moft convenient, if we have
reafon to fufpect his wanting to ftop us.”

Copy ‘of the Demands prefented by Meff.
Amyatt and Hay to the Nabob.
. WE have already pointed out to
your Excellency, the grounds
of our right to a free trade throughout
the provinces, and the independency of
our people upon the country government,
founded upon the royal Firmaun, &c.
Attefted copies of which we have laid
before your Excellency, as well as the
hearty refolutions of the Board, to fup-
port you in your government with all its
advantages, as long as you do not attempt
to infringe the privileges of the Englifh.
WEe now proceed, agreeable to your
defire, to draw out 2 wﬁt?ng of the de-
mand,



-
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mands weare commiffioned to make from
the whole Board, and under their hands
and feals.

First, That your Excellency do an-
nul the treaty you made with Mr. Van-
fittart, and recal the feveral attefted co-
pies of it, which were circulated, toge-
ther with your perwannah, in confe-
quence thereof, to the feveral aumils of
your government, informing them of
its being void. : -

Szcunnmr,""l‘hnt'repinﬁon be made
for the lofies fuftained by the Englith,
both before the faid ‘treaty was made and
after it, by the ftoppage of their bufinefs,
and the oppreflionsof your feveral officers.

TuiroLy, That the funnuds granted
by your Excellency, for the exemption
of all duties, for the fpace of two years,
be immediately annulled, and all duties
collected as before, as it in a great mea-
 fure deprives the Englifh of the advan-
tages which the tenor of the Royal Fir-
maun has ever entitled them to, above
other merchants, and is entirely repug-
nant to their intereft, and prejudicial to

the
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the good harmony which ought to fub-
fift between your Excellency and the
Englifh.

Fourtury, That difputes between
the Englith and the dependents of your
government be adjufted in the following
manner, Viz.

AT all thofe aurungs which are adja-
cent to, or under the management of the
fubordinate fatories, the gomaftah, in
cafe of being injured by any of the of-
ficers, of the government or their depen-
dents, fhall firft make application for re-
drefs, in writing to the officer of the go-
vernment, refiding on the fpot; from
whom, if he does not receive immediate
fatisfa&ion, he fhall {end his complaint
to the chief of the neareft faltory, who
fhall be empowered to take cognizance of
the fame, and demand and exaét (if necef-
fary) the fatisfaétion which the cafe may
require. - But that it is to be underftood
in refpec of weavers, pykars, and all
others, who receive advances of money
. for goods to be provided, or are indebt-

- od for goods bought, the gomaftahs fhall
Vor. IIL Q. retain
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retain their power as ufual, to call fuch
debtors to account.  On the other hand,
where the government’s people fhallhave
reafon to complain againft an Englith
gomaftah or agent, they fhall give the
faid agent or gomaftah notice of the
complaint in writing ; requiring and re-
cominending to him to fettle it in an a-
micable and equitable manner ; and in
cafe the agent or gomaftah refufes, or
negledls to fettle it in fuch manner, as
fhall appear reafonable to the govern-
ment's officer, he fhall then tranfmit an
account of it to the chief of the neareft
Englith fagtory, and deliver a copy of the
faid account to the gomaftah ; and the
chief of the faQory is hereby required
to examine ftrictly into the affair, and
decide- it according to juftice, giving a
- copy of his determination to the officer
of the government who made the com-
plaint. That the gentlemen of the fisb-
ordinates fhall keep a regifter of fuch
complaints, with the decifions pafled on
them, a copy whereof fhall be forward-
ed monthly to the Prefidency. With

: refpedt
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refpet to the diftant places where trade
1s carried on, fuch as Rungpoor, Poor-
neea, Gwalparah,and Rangamettee, there
is at prefent no refident on the part of
the Company ; but the fituation of the
former being fuch, as will make it con-
venient for examining the complaints,
and deciding the difputes, which may

happen in moft of thofe places, we have

accordingly appointed 2 gentleman to
refide there for that purpofe.

FirTrLY, That a gentleman, on the
part of the Englith, do-always refide at
your Durbdr, by whom all tranfactions
between your Excellency and the Eng-
lith, will be carried on in future; and
that he be acquainted with, and approve
all orders, which are to beifiued thro’ the
country relative to the Englifh.

SixTuLY, That jagheeree funnuds be
granted the Company for their lands of
Burdwan, Midaapoor and Chittagong.

SevesTnLy, That you do iffuc pe-
remptory orders to the fhroffs and others,
for effecting the currency of the rupees,

coined in our mint, and for our coining

Q2 three
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three lacks of rupees annually, in each
of the mints of Dacca and Patna.

Ercurury, That the money difburf-
ed by Mahomed Reza Cawn in the ex-
pedition of Tippera, out of the revenues
of Chittagong, after that province was
made overtothe Company, bereimburfed.

Nintury, A public and exemplary
punifhment is required to be inflicted on
Lawl Shaw, the commander of the troops
from Tekarree, belonging to your Ex-
cellency, who attacked a2 fubahdar,
and fifty feepoys belonging to the Eng-
lith, declaring, that he had the Nabob’s
orders to cut every Englith feepoy to
pieces wherever he thould be found ; and
that the faid punithment be infliGted be.
fore our departure from hence.

TeNTHLY, That the Seets be releaf-
ed, and permittedto go where they pleafe
unmolefted.

ELeEveNTHLY, That your Excellency
do give us an explicit anfiver toithe a-
bove demands, and with all convenient
expedition iffue your orders -agreeable
thereto, fo that the Englifh bufinefs may

be
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be freed from the interruptions which it
now labors under.”

Copy of the Nabob’s Reply to MeJf. Amy-
att and Hay's Demands.

o AS I have nothing to do with cuf-

toms or duties on any kind of
goods from any merchant whatever, and
have wholly exempted them for two years
to come, ye may engage in whatever
trade ye pleafe, nor will any one med-
dle or interfere therein.  After the time
of exemption is expired, every officer
will again interfere for duties, then ye
will prove your rights from grants, &c.
and I will anfwer you.

FirsT, The Governor’s agreement
was never regarded by me, and an order
is now going to my officers, that the
copies of the writing he gave me, where-
foever they appear, are null and void.

SeconpLy, What does it matter ? the
lofs that has arifen in the revenues, due
to my Nizamut, on account of you gen-
tlemen, fettle with me for that, and |
am ready to fettle the lofs that it can be

Q3 proved



230 A NARRATIVE of the

proved the Company have fuffered in

their bufinefs thro’ my officers,

THIRDLY, The profit and advantage
that has ever ufed to accrue to the Com-
pany, for my own part, I covet none
of it. The diftin&ion of the Company
is what it has been ; but do you examine
my papers, and fee, that in the chucla of
Hoogly, Dacca and Patna, &c. thirty
or forty lacks of rupees is the annual 2~
mount of the taxation arifing from thofe
lefler receipts of cuftom,

For thefe twoor threeyears pait, what
have I received ! Nay, have I not paid
the expence of thefe three diftricts, and
other offices, out of my own pocket ? Be-
fides all this, your folks have proceeded
againft my officers, with the utmoft jn-
dignity, and carried them away into con-
finement.

ArTio' I have again and again wrote
to youon this head, and advifed you
thereof, it availed not at all, nor did you
concern yourfelves about it,  As | per-
ceived there was no redres for me ; and,
" on the contrary, T fuffered the greateft
indignities
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indignities and infults from your hands,
for the fake of recoveringyour friendfhip;
having no other remedy, 1 preferred my
own lofs, and have taken off all cuftoms
whatever.

Fourrury, Whenever the chicfs and
gomaftahs of your fa&torics interrupt not
my people, and the dependents on the
government, my officers alfo will not
interfere with the weavers, pykars, and
others, ufually dependent on your facto-
ries. And when we fhall agree on both
fides, to act in this manner, for what will
my officers caufeleflly commit injuries a-
gainft you ? Yon write, that the chicfs
of your faGories will fettle difputes. You
have never brought an officer of this go-
vernment before a chief of a factory, for
fettling any matter in my adminifirz-
tion until now ; at prefent, if contrary
to cuftom, you are purpofed to over-
throw my influence and authority in the
countries of Bengal, &c. it is a means of
deftroying our friendthip. There never
has been a fatory of yours at Rungpoor,
and the power too which ye have given

Q4 - to
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to the chief, ye would have raifed there,
- of hearing and determining all caufes in
the Country round about, is altogether
foreign to any agreement or grant you
have. If yeare refolyed to act contrary
to all agreement, how will my authority
and influence be kept there? And my
officersbeing there, is altogether needlefs.
Wuererore thofe places, whither
you are to fend chiefs, and to direét the
adminiftration of all caufes, and the ma-
giftrature in fuch a manner, you ought,
firft, to advife me of, for the removal of
- my officers, that I may call them thence,
and deliver the bufinefs of the place into
yourhands; becaufe, from there being two
- rulers inthe fame diftri@, the count
and inhabitants are ruined and opprefled.
Firrary, Whenever we have agreed
together, to ourmutual fatisfaction, there
will be no neceffity for your deputy re-
maining at my court, as a fingle letter,
for thefe twoor three years paft, has fuf-
ficed for every thing that has happened.
- S1IXTHLY, TN the treaty between. us,
as it fhall have been mentioned, either for
the
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- the expence of the Company’s troops, or
as a jagheer, I will perform accordingly.

SevenTHLY, The revenues arifing
from all the provinces are received in
Sunwaut rupees. The payment of my
troops is alfo in the fame {pecies, as well
as all other charges of the Nizamut great
or {mall ; and I have never molefted any
one for the revenues in Sicca rupees,
coined either at Moorfhedabad, Patna or
Calcutta. Moreover, the fhroffs and mer-
chants are no one’s fervants, but for the
fake of a fmall profit, deal one with the
other. Let every man of his own fancy
buy and fell whatever he pleafes, I fhall
interrupt no one.

Eigurnry, All the money that Ma-
homed Reza Cawn had colle@ed from
Chittagong, fince it has been made over
to the Company, is paid into their cafh,
as I have your receipt for it.

NinTuLY, In the diftricts, dependent
on the Nizamut, be pleafed to fee an ac-
count of the very manyof my people
plundered and maffacred by your folks.
When ye fhall have given fatisfacion for

the
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the whole, and punithed your folks ac-
cordingly, I will immediately fend for
LawlShaw, wherefoever hemay be found,
altho’ he is no fervant of mine, and have
him Prupur!y punifhed before you two
gentlemen. :

- Tentuvy, Ithas ever been a cuftom
for the Seets to attend upon the Nazim..
At this time, on account of the infirina-
tions of cvil fpeakers, they were become
miftruftful of me, and afraid to come near
me, thercfore I fent for them hither.,
Wherefoever I am to be, there alfo will
thefe gentlemen be, according to cuftom,
and have their bufinefs carried on. |

Erevextury, The Company's ad-
herence to their promife was evident to
all men. 1 alfo thought you do what
you fay, and do not go back from your
word. At prefent it feems, as tho' you
keep neither promife nor treaty for a
fingle year, nay, a month or aday. Now
that you have written and brought me
thefe demands; swhat article of them refts
upon' me, that you require a public wris
ting of me ? I have not, by any means,

broken
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broken my word ; ye receded from your
promife, and fain would again make a
new treaty and agreement. It is neceffary
too, that what will make me cafy be
confidered in the treaty. If you allow
me the management of the Nizamut,
leave in Patna, and other places, the
people neceffary for conduéting the bu-

finefs of your faltory, as you formerly
ufed to do, and remove all Englifh troops

and feepoys wherever ftationed. I fhall
never be backward in promoting and af-
fifting thc bufinefs that prupcrly con-

cerns you."”

Extraét of a Letter from Mf. Amyatt
and Hay to the Board. Dated May
29, 1703-

” NOTWITHBTAHDIHG our repeat-

ed remonftrances to his Excel-

lency, fetting forth the hoftility of the
a&ion, he has not yet releafed the boats
with the arms; ncither doth he fhew
the leaft confidence in what we fay, and
declares (at the fame time hinting to us
the former revolution) he fhall not place
oy
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any in us, till we remove the detach-
ment from Patna to Mongheer.

WE beg leave to offer it as our opi-
nion, that the having the troops intend-
ed to be quartered in this province, fta-
tioned here, would be very advifeable,
but cannot be thought of, till fuch time
as he complies with our demands, as it
is probably made by caprice, or with
defign.”

Copy of a Letter from Mef. Amyatt and
Hay #o the Board. Dated May 31, 1763.
- TH E inclofed is a duplicate of our

laft, dated the 29th inftant, on
which day we+fent you a cypher made
out here, which, we imagined, might
be ufeful in carrying on a correfpondence
in cafe of a rupture : a copy of the fame
was likewife forwarded to Mr. Ellis at
Patna.

Wrartever we urge to his Excel-
lency, in regard to the releafe of the
- boats with arms, or the nmiﬁty of his
placing a proper confidence. in us, his
gcn:ral rt:ply is, that we have feized his

aumils,
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aumils, that the words of the Englifh
are not to be trufted, and that he will
not releafe the boats till {fuch time as we
remove our troops from Patna, citherto
this place or to Calcutta. Altho’ he will
take no ftep towards a reconciliation, or
to give us fatisfadion, yet he, upon all
occafions, mentions his defire of peace ;
in fhort, his aim feems to be entirely to
gain time."”

AsouT the fame time, the following
letters were received from the Nabob.

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob o the
- Governor. Dated May 23, 1763.
& T this time Mr. Amyatt and Mr.
Hay being arrived here, have
delivered a lift, containing feveral de-
mands,whichareunreafonable and foreign
from former treaties and grants. I ex-
pected not, whillt you yet remained,
that I fhould be involved in this trouble,
and fo unjuft a negotiation; that in one
year, new agreements were to be made
{o often, after the breach of the antient
treaty; that upon every occafion made
ufe
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ufe of to intimidate me, I fhould be
threatened with a breach of the treaty,
and vexed, and mortified without caufe,
and my affairs obftructed. At this time,
from the arzees of Meer Mehdee Cawn
Behader, I am repeatedly informed, that
the troops under Mr. Ellis’s charge,
create continual difturbances and quar-
rels with my people, and daily leave a
freth root of diffention.

From thefe appearances, all the te-
nants, and the troops which are at Pat-
na, are ever inalarms, and taking means
for their fecurity. This has given, and
ftill gives occafion to the people to be-
lieve, that there is no longer a friend-
fhip and union between us. It affords
me 2 fubjeét of continual anxiety and
apprehenfion, left (which God forbid)
thefe things fhould produce a difference
between us, and you unjuftly reproach
me. To this purpolk, I have fpoken to -
Ms. Amyatt likewife; but the gentle-
men do not hear me nor regard what I
fay. This day I have received an arzee
from Meer Mehdee Cawn, of which I
P fend
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fend you a copy for your perufal. If
you, gentlemen, intend the Englifh ar~
my for my defence, it is proper that you

call it from Patna to Calcutta, thatic =

may be called upon in time of need, or
elfe keep it with me at Mongheer, which
will put an end to difputes, and reftore
the currency of affairs between us; and
fhut up the mouths of the people from fo
many rumours.  But if it is not your de~
fign to remove the troops from Patna,
and you feek only to difturb my affairs,
and to awe and intimidate me, let me
know it, that when I have learnt your
pleafure, I may clear my haads from
every bufinefs, and all this vexation. To
this purpofe, I have exprefled myfelf alfo
to Mr. Amyatt, bolh by fpcu:b and
writing.”

Copy of a Letter from Meer Mehdee
Cawn (Naib of Patna) fo the Nabob.

I Havefrequently and.mpmcdly advi=-

fed your Excellency, that Mr. Ellis,

and the troops which are with him, crea-

ting troubles anddifputes with the people
of
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of the fircar, feck for a rupture ; and the
tenants and inhabitants of the city, and
feepoys of this place, fecing this ftate of
things, are fallen into apprehenfions and
alarms, and are -providing for their own
fecurity. The people judging from
hence, that there is no longer a friend-
thip and good underftanding between us,
raife many reports of different kinds;
and the zemindars, taking the occafion of
their not being called upon, with-hold
their rents, fo that the revenue is en-
tirely obftructed. I cannot deferibe to
you, how much the affairs of the Niza-
mut are fallen into confufion. In what-
ever light you regard thefe affairs, you
will gracioufly be pleafed to iffue your
orders for the quieting of thefe diforders
and troubles; otherwife the whole bufi-
nefs of the government is deftroyed, and
thefe mutual animofitics, which tend to
ruin the interefts of both parties, raife
fulpicions in the minds of the people.”

Copy
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- Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the
Governor. Dated May 26, 1763.

5 WHEN Mefl. Amyatt and Hay

came to this place to treat,
with a lift of demands, I expected that
thofe gentlemen would inform them-
felves of every particular, and put an
end to all affairs and matters of conten-
tion between us. Accordingly, I fent
the aumils with Rajah Nobit Roy, and
Hafz Iffrar Cawn, that having heard the
particulars of the oppreffions of the Eng-
lith gomaftahs, they might ufe fuch
means as might fettle every affair. Thofe
- gentlemen at once plainly anfwered,
that they wanted not to hear what T had
to reprefent; and in the affair of the
forces at Patna likewife, they replied,
“ For what fhall we recal the forces
“ from thence ? Nay, we will fend o-
“ ther forces. If you have any defign
“ to quarrel with us, we are ready.” A-
gain, Mr. Amyatt and yourfelf formerly
wrote to me, that you had never fent any
mufkets or military ftores to Patna; but

the day before yefterday, fix boats laden

VoL, III. R with
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with- mufkets, &c. arrived here from
Calcutta. _

S1r, openly to deny fending any mi-
litary ftares, and fecretly to fend them
in_this manner, what can it mean? I
. have no objeétion to two or three hun-

dred Englithmen remaining at Patna, but
to keep up fuch a force with Mr. Ellis,
to ruin my affairs, is very improper ; and
that gentleman every day keeps his forces
inreadinefs, and createstroublesand quar-
relswithmy people. Therefore Iwrite, that
Iwill not {uffer a larger force than two or
threchundredmen toremainwith Mr. El-
lis. If you, gentlemen, regard your words
and engagements, and the condition on
which you received Burdwan, &c. from
me, for the expences of your army, it is
fit, that in conformity thereto, you re-
cal the faid forces, and place them with
me, or remove them to Calcutta. If
not, write me a plain anfiver,

P.S. T am yet ready to comply with
your word ; but things are brought to the 4
laft extremity ; and however defirous I
am of avoiding the worlt, yet I fee no

: means
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means of it, and my patience is near ex- !
haufted. Wherefore, I write this be-
fore-hand for your information. I fend
you inclofed a copy of the anfwer, which .
I wrote to the lift of demands, prefepted
to me by Mefl. Amyatt and Hay.” .

Tuese letters being laid before the
Board, a general Council was held upon
them on the gth of June, in which it
was refolved, that the troops fhould not
be removed from Patna ; and that if the
Nabob perfifted to demand it, or to de-
tain the boats, Mefl. Amyatt and Hay
fhould be direéted to leave Mongheer.
At the fame time, the gentlemen of Pat-
na were advifed of thefe refolutions, and
ordered to ac as they might be directed
by Mefl. Amyatt and Hay. For the mo-
tive of thefe refolutions, I refer to the
following extrat of the debates which
produced them.

R 2 Extratt
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Extrali of Confultation of June 9. (Pre-
fent Meff. Batfon, Adams, Billers,
Cartier, Haftings, Marriott and Watts)
- the Prefident indifpofed.

« FRE*HE Governor fends to the Board
the following letter, which he
has juft reccived from Mr. Amyatt.

Sir, His Excellency has reccived a
kellaat from the King, which the day
before yefterday he put on in form, and
~laft night he made an entertainment for
us on the oceafion.

Tre arms {till continue ftopped ; they
lay in boats on the oppofite fide of the
river, furrounded by his feepoys. He
ftill infifts on our forces being withdrawn
from Patna and other places, to convince
“him and all the country, of our peace-
ful intentions, and then he is ready to
iffue any perwannahs we pleafe, for the
forwarding our bufinefs. He does not
-rightly declare, which of the articles he
will comply with, but I perceive he will
not givc funnuds for the lands, nor con-
fent to a refident being with him, nor
eitablith the other mints, but will en-

deavor
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deavor to take fome meafure to prevent
our being fufferers by our rupees.

He will not agree to our punithing
his fervants, nor do I think we oughtto
infift upon it, but alter that article to be
punithed by him, after our chief has
heard and reprefented the cafe, and for
us to chaitife them, if he delays or neg-
le&s to do it. The Seets, [ am perfua-
ded, he will keep here, nor fuffer them
to be of much confequence in future;
likely he will not ufe them ill, nor take
their money at prefent. He denies the
agreement with you, tho' he fays, if he
did, it is not any where in writing. He
requires fatisfaction from us, for any im-
mediate damage done him by our people,
when he is ready to make good ours,
that may be proved againft any of his au-
mils and chokeys, excepting Mahomed
Allee, whom you have in your hands to
do with as you pleafe ; he obje&s to our
any where working or cultivating his
lands, or purchafing any thing for them
at firft-hand, it deprives him of his du-
ties and advantages therefrom. In fhort,

R 3 he
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he objeds to every thing; and fays, it's
our own private intereft we want to be-
nefit, the Company’s being no where
molefted, nor does he want to moleft it.
We told him he muit grant a free trade,
which was our right ; and if in any par-
ticular he was much aggrieved, or fuf-
fered thereby, to reprefent it to ‘the
Council, and they would reftrain them-
felves and others to ferve him; but no
reftraints from his people would be ad-
mitted of, a$ under that pretence they
would hurt and injure the trade. T have
done my utmoft endeavors to perfuade
him to a thorough confidence, but I be-
lieve it is all in vain. T have alfo repre-
fented to him his danger, to as little
purpofe; he feems very indifferent at
prefent, and no ways anxious. He fivears
he does not want to guarrel with us, and
.will'do every thing; at the fame time,
he, in 4 manner, refufes every thing.
Thus matters ftand in the fame fitua-
tion as at the firft day. T believe he
does not ftop or impede the bufinefs, but
will not permit arms or men'to go to
i Patna H
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Patna; for which reafon; we have never
mentioned our troops moving for that
place. A perwannah is gone to clear the
petre. He faid, he thought the produce
of that place did not belong to us.
I am, &ec.
Signed P. Amyatt.”

Tue Prefident, at the fame time,
tranfmits to the Board his opinion of the
meafures proper to be taken, in the pre-
fent fituationof affairswith the Nabob.

The Governor's Opinion.

Ir the Nabob detains the arms, it can
be looked upon in no other light, than
as an open act of hoftility, and I think
Mefl. Amyatt and Hay thould be direc-
ted to make fuch a final declaration to
the Nabob ; and if they are not then de-
livered up, to take their feave. But fup-
pofing the Nabob to make fatisfaction
for this ill advifed ftep, it fhould be con-
fidered, whether his anfwers to the feve-
ral articles, delivered him by Mr. Amy-
att, are fuch as ought, when coolly and
feparately reflected on, to refolve us to
engagage the Company in a war with

R 4 ~ the
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the Nabob ; or if it is admitted, that e-
very article is not of fo much confe-
quence, then it fhould be confidered,
which are, and which are not, and in-
ftruétions fent Mr. Amyatt accordingly.
Tue placing our troops with the Na-
bob, as he defires, would certainly be a
means of eftablifhing a confidence in
each other, and of making thatconfi-
dence appear to the world, and at thefame
time, anfiver all the purpofes of prefer-
ving our influence, and fecuring the tran-
quility of the country.
. Yer, I am not for removing them
upon the Nabob’s demand; but if he
will comply with the articles delivered
him by Mr. Amyatt, or the material
ones, I think this requeft might then be
granted, and that Mr. Amyatt thould be
empowered to give him to underftand
as much,
- Lastwry, ifa rupture is unavoidable,
the feafon fhould be confidered, the ftate
of the treafury, and the peace in Europe,
by which the French will be repofeffed
of their fattories. The troops from

hence,
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hence, could notat this timemarch byland
to join the detachment at Patna, there-
fore it may be advifeable to defer pub-
lithing the refolutions of the Board,
whatever they may be.
Arw thefe papers being read and con-
fidered,
Tue members likewife delivered in
theis opinions as follows. :
Mr. Watts's Opinion. | :
TuE Nabob’s behavior, fince Mefl.
Amyatt and Hay’s arrival at Mongheer,
leavesno room to expect he willever enter
into any terms with us; but, on the
contrary, it appears from it, that he on-
ly waits for a proper opportunity to break
with us; and by his feveral replies to the
demands in Mefl. Amyatt and Hay’s let-
ters, it is very evident he places no con-
fidence in us; and as we have no reafon
to place any in him, I therefore think,
that his demanding our troops at Patna to
be recalled, ought not to be complied
with. That as the rainy feafon is fo near
advanced, a letter fhould be wrote to
Meff. Amyatt and Hay to take their leave
of
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of the Nabob, and return to Calcutta or
Patna, as they think proper. That they
may demand the releale of the boats, but
altho’complied with, notremainthere an
longer, but acquaint the Nabob, that if
he has any propofals to make, he muft
fend them to the Prefident and (fﬁﬁnbil,
who will reply to them. That as foon as
they think it will be out of the power of
the Nabob to ftop them, they fhall write
to Mr. Ellis, and the council at Patna,
to follow the regulations laid down in
cafe of a rupture.

TrAT as the Nabob is raifing forces
every where, and it plainly appears he
only wants to gain time, a letter (hould
be wrote to Patna, to acquaint the gen-
tlemen there, that we judge a rupture
unavoidable ; and that, as there is reafon
to expect the Nabob will take every ad-
vantage, they have our orders, in cafe
they have certain intelligence of his
marching towards Patna, to take any
fteps that will diftrefs him, and look up-
on him as an enemy. ;

THAT as he does fufpec the Nabob

. will
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will attempt to detain Mefl. Amyattand
Hﬂ}'. ke thinks thﬂ)’ ﬂﬂght, in fuch cafe,
to have the power of declaring the rup-
ture; and that a note from them to the
chief and council at Patna, fhould be
fufficient for their alting, as if received
from the Board.
Myr. Marriott’s Opinion.
Mgr. MarriorT is of opinion, that
a letter be immediately wrote to Mefi.
Amyatt and Hay, dire&ing them, in cafe
the Nabob has not releafed the boats,
with arms to quit Mongheer, and either
return to Calcutta, or go to Patna, as
they may judge moft eligible for enfuring
their own fafety ; and that application to
the Nabob on this occafion fhould be
left to their difcretion. That the troops
at Patna thould not be removed agreea-
ble to his demand ; as their remaining at
that place will prevent the Rajahs, on the
borders of the province, from taking any
advantage of the prefent appearance of 2
rupture, happening between the Nabob
and us, by making an invafion into his
territories. ‘That if the Nabob either
does,
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does, or has releafed the arms, and will
comply with the moft material demands,
fome of the others might be given up,
particularly thofe mentioned by Mr. A-
myatt, in his letter to the Prefident;
firlt, that regarding the jagheeree funnuds,
for the provinces of Burdwan, Midna-
poor and Chittagong ; as poffeffion and
the force we maintain in the country will
always fecure them to us ; fecondly, that
regarding our punithing his officers.
This article he thinks might be altered;
that application fhould be firft made to
the Nabob, en the occafion of any com-
plaints againft them, and that we fhould
only obferve the methodalready laid down
upon his refufing to give us fatisfa&ion
for the fame ; thirdly, the article con-
cerning the mint.

Tuar in cafe Mefl. Amyatt and Hay
fhould be obliged to leave the Nabob,
orders {hould be fent to the gentlemen
at Patna, to aét agrecable to former in-
fructions, unlefs they received fome cer-
tain intelligenee, that the Nabob was
marching for Patna ; in which cafe, they

fhould
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(hould be ordered to aét on the offenfive,

and endeavor to feize the city by a coup

de main. He further thinks, Mefl. Amy-

att and Hay fhould .hear what the Na-

bob has to alledge concerning the lofles

of the fircar, by our agents or gomaftahs.
Myr. Haftings’s Opinion.

Tuo' I have, from the beginning, ex-
prefled my difapprobation of the meafures
taken in our late unhappy difputes with
the Nabob, and which have given occa-
fion to the temper, which he, at this
time, fhews towards us ; yet, after hav-
ing gone fuch lengths, I cannot but think
it very unbecoming, to fubmit quietly
to fo open an a& of violence, as he has
been guilty of in the floppage of the
boats of arms. It is therefore my opi-
nion, that Mefl. Amyatt and Hay be or-
dered to demand of the Nobob the im-
mediate clearance of thofe boats, in the
name of the Prefident and Council ; and
in cafe of his refufal, to inform him,
that it will be deemed equal to a decla-
ration of a rupture on his fide ; and that
they do accordingly take their leave of

him,
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him, and return to Calcutta ; but if he
confents to releafe the boats, and ex-
prefles. a willingnefs to yield to our de-
mands, I think we. cannot in  juftice to
him, or confiftently with the intereft of
the Company, refufe to comply with the
demand he has made, that the detach-
ment of our forces now -at Patna, may
be ftationed with him: The alarms of
the people cannot be fo effectually ap-
peafed, as by the appearance of a confi-
dence, fuch as this will occafion, between
the Nabob and us. The Nabob will de-
rive more benefit from  our influence,
whilft our troops are with him ; and it
will be lefs in his-power to form any ill
. defigns againt us, whilft we' have fuch
a check continually upon him.

I AGrEE with the Prefident; that in
cafc of the Nabob's obje&ing to any of
the demands, it thould be determined by
the Board, what fhould be infifted upen,
" and what may be difpenfed with, and
Mefl. Amyate and Hay inftructed accor-
dingly ; in which diftinGtion, the Board
will doubtlefs confider ‘the ‘real intereft

: and
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and honor of the Company, and not in-
volve them in a war (which muft at all
events prove of great detriment to them)
for ends indifferent or inadequate to the
expence and rifk which may acerue to
them from it. I am likewife of opinion,
that if Mefl. Amyatt and Hay find the
Nabob in a proper temper to yicld to
the propofals offered him, they may pri-
vately fignify to him, that the Board will
confent to the removal of the Patna de-
tachment as he defires, provided he firft
complies with our demands.
" Mpr. Cartier's Opinion.

MR. CARTIER judges it advifeable,
that Mr. Amyatt and Hay fhould be im-
mediately recalled from Mongheer, as it
appears to him, from the advices receiy-
ed from thofe gentlemen, that the Na-
bob has no other defign by prevailing
upon them to ftay (after a flat refufal al-
moft of every demand they were empow-
ered to make, and the hoftile a& of de-
taining the arms fending to the Patna
factory) than to gain time to anfwer fome
purpofe, that may be very prejudicial to

: our
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our affairs. That it appears to him a ve-
ry probable circumftance, the Nabob’s
principal view, is to engage usina fcene
of negotiation, till fuch time as the fea-
fon of the year will render any military
operation nearly imprac&icable; which,
when the cafe, he will have it in his pow-
er to bend his whole force to opprefs our
troops at Patna. That the party there
fhould by no means be removed from
that place, in compliance with the Na-
bob’s requeil, at this prefent junéture,
Thatif Mefl. Amyatt and Hay are allow-
ed to quit Mongheer, without conclu-
ding the bufinefs they were fent on, it
is his opinion, the army (when thofe gen-
tlemen are fo far advanced on their wa

as to be out of danger) thould be imme-
diately ordered to march to Coflimbuzar,
and take poft there, which will be the
means of preferving the health of the
people; and by fuch a motion of the
troops, the Nabob will be convinced,

that fomething more is defigned, than
mere negotiation.

Mr.
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M. Billers's Opinion.

MR, BirLeRs is of opinion, that as
the Nabob {till perfifts in detaining the
arms, it fhould be looked upon as an aét
of hoftility. That Mefl. Amyatt and
Hay fhould therefore be immediately di- "
rected to leave Mongheer ; and that our
army fhould march to Coffimbuzar; for
it at prefent feems, as if the Nabob only
wanted to gain time, and endeavored to
embarrafs us as much as poffible, by the
rains coming on. He thinks the troops
at Patna, ought by no means to be re-
moved at this jun&ture ; and that if Meff.
Amyatt and Hay fhould quit Mongheer,
the Patna gentlemen fhould be permitted
to take fuch meafures, as they may judge
beft for their own fafety, and the Com-
pany’s intereft.

Major Adams's Opinion.

Major Apams is of opinion, that
the troops thould by no means, for the
prefent, be removed from Patna, but
that it thould be left to the pleafure of
the Board, to difpofe of them as they
think proper, if matters can be amica-

Vor. IIL S bly
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bly accommodated. That any particular
articles of the demands, which the Na-
bob moftly objeéts to, fhould be tranf-
mitted to the Board, with his reafons,
that they may be reconfidered, and it be
determined, whether they fhall ftill be
infifted on, or may not be moderated ;
but before any regard is paid to either of
thefe points, he thinks orders fhouldbe
fent to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay, to de-
mand the releafe of the arms; and, at
the fame time, acquaint the Nabob, that
fhould it not be immediately complied
with, they have orders to leave his court.
That they will make this demand and
intimation, if they think it confiftent
with their own fafety ; otherwife, retire
fo Patna, or take fuch other rout, as they
may judge moft eligible and conducive to
their own fecurity ; and when they find
themfelves out of his pewer, to tranfmit
him in writing the orders of the Board ;
and, laflly, that if Mefl. Amyatt and
Hay quit Mongheer, the gentlemen at
Patna fhould be left to a& as they judge
moft proper for their own fecurity, and
the Company’s intereft. M.
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Mr. Batfon's Opinion.

I am of opinion, that we can by no
means confent to withdraw our troops
from Patna. That the Nabob’s defire
of having them with him at Mongheer is
infincere;; his realdefign beingonlyto get
them removed from Patna; that our with-
drawing them will bea great flep towards
ruining entirely our influence and power
in the country ; and therefore I efteem
it highly detrimental and dithonorable
to the Company and nation.

I am further of opinion, that the Na-
bob’s evil difpofition towards our nation,
is evident beyond difpute ; nay, that it
is avowed by his infifting on our with-
drawing our troops from Patna, and by
the aét of hottility he has already com-
mitted in feizing our arms. That it will
be weaknefs to think of treating any
longer with him, as he has refufed feve-
ral times to comply with our demands
and all his anfwers are filled with
fneers, reproaches and calumnies. That
therefore Mefl. Amyatt and Hay fhould
be dire@ed to endeavor, by ftratagem or
otherwife, to get the arms releafed if

S 2 pofiible,
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pofiible, and to return to Calcutta as foon

as they can, orto go to Patna, if they

judge the former impra&icable. That on

their departure, they fhould advife the

gentlemen at Patna, and direct them to

act as they may judge beft for the fervice_
Queftions propofed.

T ue feveral opinions being read ; to
render the refolutions to be taken more
clear, the fellowing diftin& queftions
were ftated and put at the Board.

QuesTion I. Shall the Nabob's de-
mand, of removing the detachment from
Patna, be confented to, or not ?

AvsweRr, The Board unanimoufly
think it ought not.

QuesT. II. In cafe of the Nabob’s
compliance with our demands, (hall the
Patna detachment be removed and fta-
tioned at Mongheer, or not?

Axsw, The majority, viz. Mefl.
Watts, Cartier, Billers and Batfon think
it ought not.

Quest. HI. Shall Meff. Amyatt and
Hay be dire€ted to leave Mongheer, im-
mediately on the receipt of the letter

wc
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we now fend them, or remain to treat
further with the Nabob ?

Axsw. The majority, viz. Meff. Mar-
riott, Haftings, Billers and major Adams,
are of opinion, that if thearms arenotre--
leafed, they fhould come away ; if they
are, that they {hould ftay to treat further;
and that it fhould reft in their option to
make a frefh demand of their releafe, or
not. Mefl, Watts, Cartier and Batfon
think, they ought to return immediately
on the receipt of the orders now to be
fent them.

QueEs. IV. If the Nabob continues to
infift on the removal of the troops, as a
preliminary to hisentering upon any trea-
ty, altho’ he releafe the arms, fhall Mefl.
Amyatt and Hay remain to treat further
with him, or not ?

Axsw. All the members except Mr.,
Haitings think, that they ought in fuch

-cafe immediately to leave Mongheer.
Ar. Haftings's Diffent.

Mgr. HasTines diffents, becaufe he
has given his opinion, that the troops
might be removed from Patna; and docs

5 3 not
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not think, that theNabob'srefufal to any
one of the demands is fufficient to juftify
our breaking with him.
Refolution of the Majority.
AGREED, that Mefl. Amyatt and Hay
be wrote to in the following terms. That
we cannot confent to the Nabob's de-
mand of removing the troops from Pat-
na; and therefore, if he perfifts in mak-
ing thata preliminary, and refufes to treat
on other terms, or to releafe the boats of
arms, they are, in either cafe, immedi-
ately to leave Mongheer, and return to
Calcutta, if they think it practicable ; or
otherwife take fuch other rout, as they
may judge moft eligible for their fafety.
That if they think it unfafe to notify thefe
refolutions to the Nabob, and that it
may induce him to detain them at Mong-
heer, we permit them to come away
without mentioning our refolution any
further to him.
THAT on their departure from Mong-
. heer, they are to advife us and the gen-
tlemen at Patna, dire&ting them to be
upon their guard, and to 2t in the man-
: ner
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ner they judge moft proper for their own
fecurity, in cale the Nabob marches or
fends any troops to attack them.

AcrEED, thatwewrite likewifeto Pat-
na, and inclofe them a copy of thefe or-
der to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay, and de-
fire them to aét as they may be directed
by thofe gentlemen.

Mp. Haftings's Diffent.

I enTER my diffent to the two laft pa-
ragraphs of the letter, ordered to be
wrote to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay, for the
following reafons.

Tuo' I cannot believe, that Mefi. A-
myatt and Hay defire fuch a permiffion,
as is here given them to leave the Nabob,
without informing him of the refolution
of the Board, in cafe of his perfifting to
detain the arms, or to demand, as a pre-
liminary, the removal of our troops from
Patna; yet I think it very unbccomiug
in the Board, to grant them fuch permif-
fion. After having entered into a treaty
with the Nabob, and flattered him with
repeated affurances of our defire of anac-
commodation, abruptly to break it off,

S 4 and
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and declare war againft him (fince one is
made a confequence of the other) with-
out letting him know the terms on which
our friendfhip depends ; what is this, but
toinfnare the Nabob intoarupture which
he might avoid, if he was certain, that
his infifting on thofe points would be the
caufe of one ; and which, I am convin-
ced, he would wifh to avoid, by every
conceflion that fhould be required of him,
as the means of  peace, fince he has no
force to oppofe us, and it is well known
. ‘he has nodependence, and can havenone,
but on our friendhip.

I cannor, for my own part, fec how
Mefl. Amyattand Hay fhould run a greater
riftk now than hitherto, from a free de-
claration of the fentiments of the Board,
to the Nabob ; nor can I fee any reafon
to fufpect him, of forming any treache-
rous defigns againft the perfons of thofe
gentlemen, as I know of no aét of his,
that can juftify that opinion of him, and
{fuch an attempt if made, could anfiver
no end. . _

Tue order given to the chief and

council

-
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council at Patna, to take fuch meafures
as they think proper for their fecurity, in
cafe of the Nabob's marching, or fend-
ing any forces to attack them, is autho-
rifing thofe gentlemen to commit open
hoftilities againft the Nabob, on the firft

pretence offered them, by the march of
a few men from Mongheer to Patna, or
the falfe reports of their hircarras, who
may tell them, that the Nabob, or his
forces, are on the road to attack them.
Till therefore they are openly attacked,
or the Board have declared war againft
the Nabob, I object to any power putinto

.their hands to commence a war them-
felves.”

It will be remarked, that I was not
- prefent myfelf at this confultation, hav-
ing been for fome days confined by fick-
nefs, and therefore knew not of the re-
folutionsof the Board, tillacquainted with
them afterwards by the fecretary, whom
I defired to fummon another meeting of
the Council the next day; and detained
the difpatches, that this matter might

be
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be reconfidered, as I judged the orders
fent to Meff. Amyatt and Hay precipi-
tate; and that they fhut out all poffibi-
lity of an accommodation, altho’ the Na-
bob fhould be inclined toit. The Coun-
cil being met, I fent in my opinion in a
letter to the fecretary ; which being read
at the Board, produced the alteration
which I propofed in the orders to Mefl,
Amyatt and Hay.

. Tue following is an extra& from the
confultation of my letter to the fecretary,
and the refolutions taken in confequence
of it.

Extradl of Confultation of June 10. Pre-
JSent Meff. Billers, Adams, Cartier and
Marriott.

. THE fecretary lays before the

Board the following letter,
which he this morning received from the

Governor. : -
Sir, Asmy late indifpofition prevents

my attending the Board, I muft take

this method of delivering my opinion
upon the inftru&ions, which fhould
- be
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be fent to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay, in
anfwer to the laft advices received from
them. -
If the Nabob perfifts in detaining the

boats with arms, I think it muft be
deemed 2 declared aé of hoftility, and
Mefl. Amyatt and Hay direéted, in fuch
cafe, to take their leave. If the Nabob
refufes to treat further with thofe gen-
tlemen, without our removing the troops
from Patna, by way of preliminary, I
think, in that cafe likewife, they fhould
take their leave, as I am not for confent-
ing to make any change in the ftation of
our troops upon fuch demand. But fup-
pofing the arms to be releafed, -and that
Mefl. Amyatt and Hay find the Nabob
in a difpofition to treat, without infift-
ing on the removal of our troops from
Patna, as a preliminary; then, I think,
thofe gentlemen fhould be furnifthed with
inftructions what further to fay to the
Nabob ; and thofe inftru&ions, T think,
fhould be, with refpect to the troops at
Patna, to reprefent to the Nabob, that
they were ftationed there with a view of

being
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being in readinefs to affift him, whenever
his affairs might require it; and that they
fhould be ready to a& in conformity to
that view, as foon as the prefent diffe-
rences between us were accommodated.
They fhould be further directed to call
upon the Nabob, for his particular ob-
jections to the feveral articles or demands
delivered him; and having tran{mitted
the {ame to the Board, it thould be con-
fidered whicharematerial tobeinfiftedon.
Some anfwer fhould likewife be fent
to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay, regarding
- Mahomed Allee, and the other officers of
the government, at prefent kept here
prifoners.  The Nabob fays, as we have
feized them, and have themin our hands,
we may take our own fatisfaction for the
loffes fome have fuffered in their private
trade. We fhould either tell Mefl. A-
myatt and Hay, that we will do fo, or
«elfe we fhould fend thofe officers up to
them, with inftruétions to deliver them
tothe Nabob, defiring him to oblige them
to.make good fuch loffes ; at the fame
time, receiving from the government’s
officers,
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officers, the accounts of loffes they fay
they have fuffered by the violence of
Englifh agents and gomaftahs; and this
fecond method, I think, the moft proper.

Nerruer the Company’s, nor private
trade, meet at prefent with any inter-
ruption, This is an eflential reafon, why
we ought to avoid, if pofiible, engaging
our employers in an expenfive war, and
involving the country in troubles, to
their great lofs, as well as that of the
fettlement in general.

Tue low ftate of our treafury, and the
peace in Europe, by which the French
will be repofiefled of their fettlementsin
this country, are, in my opinion, other
ftrong reafons, why we fhould, if pofii-
ble, keep on good terms with the Nabeb.

Finarry, I think, that further in-
ftructions fhould be fent to the gentlemen
at Patna, concerning their manner of
acting, in cafe a rupture with the Nabob
fthould be unavoidable; with reference, I
mean, to the feafon, which would pre-
vent the troops from hence marching

by land to join thofe at Patna; and going
: ap
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up by boats, would take a long time.
Upon this article, I fubmit myfelf to the
Jjudgment of major Adams,

THe fame being read and confidered.

Refolution of the Board.

Acreep, That we write in confe-
quence, a further letter to Mefl. Amyatt
and Hay, acquainting them, that fup-
pofing the arms to be releafed, and they
thould find the Nabob inclinable ftill to
treat, without infifting on the removal
- of the troops from Patna, as a prelimi-
nary, they may affure him that thofe
troops have been always ftationed there
for the fecurity of his government, and
to maintain the tranquillity of the coun-
try ; and that they fhall ftill continue to
alt in conformity to this view. That
they fhall then call upon the Nabob for
his particular objections to the feveral
. articles or demands delivered him, and
tranfmit them to us, when we fhall con-
fider and determine, which of them are
fo material as to require being fill in-
fifted on, and which may be moderated;
that if the Nabob fhould again make

mci-



Tranfaitions in BENGAL. 271

mention of Mahomed Allee, and the o-
ther prifoners here, we leave it to them
to judge whether we had beft profecutc
the enquiry againft them ourfelves, or
fend them up to them, to have it finith-
ed in prefence of the Nabob, and to give
him their anfwers accordingly ; that they
may receive from the government’s offi-
cers, the account of any lofles they fay
they have fuftained, by the viclence of
the Englith agents and gomaftahs, upon
their being properly authenticated ; and
again affure the Nabob, that for what-
ever appears to be juft, he fhall receive
full fatisfaction. On the further {ubject
of the Governor’s letter, the Board are
of opinion, that their utmoft endeavors
have been alrcady ufed to prevent the
country’s being involved in troubles, or
their employers engaged in an expen-
five war : that they can now leave it only
to time to fatisfy them, whether thefe
endeavors will prove effe@ual. That the
circamitance of a peace in Europe, and
the fuppofition drawn from thence, that
the French will obtain their refettlements

here,



272 A NARRATIVE of the

here, is rather a ftrong reafon, why we
fhould employ the moft {pirited methods,
to become immediately affured of the
Nabob’s intentions and difpofition to-
wards us, and not delay timein a froitlefs
negotiation. That with regard to the
laft paragraph of the Governor’s letter,
referred to the judgment of major A-
dams; the major, with the reft of the
members, think it unneceflary to fend
further inftructions to Patna, than thofe
contained in the letter of yefterday to
Meff. Amyatt and Hay, and whereof a
copy was tranfmitted to that factory.

On the 13th we received a letter from
Mefl. Amyate and Hay, giving a very
different account of the Nabob's difpo-
fition, from that contained in Mr. Amy-
att’s letter to me, received four days be-
fore. They advifed now, that « the
“ arms ftill continued under feizure.
“¢ Thatall converfation with the Nabob,
“ upon bufinefs, was at a ftand. That
“ the Nabob, buoyed up with the no-
“ tion of his own ftrength, thewed, by

€ gll
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<t all his a&ions, that he was refolved
““ on a rupture, which they now looked
upon as unavoidable; and therefore,

wifhed us to remove them out of his
“ power as {oon as pofiible.” In an-
fwer, we recommended to them, to tem-
porize in any manner they could, to get
themfelves out of the Nabob's hands, in
cafe they ftill judged a rupture unavoid-
able, and that he defigned to detain them.
On the 17th, we received a letter from
the fame gentlemen, which confirmed
their former fentiments ; and the fame
day, the following letters were received
from Mr. Ellis, which brought the
profpect of war but nearer to our view,
and left the Board nothing now to do,

but approve of his meafures, and wait
the iffue.

Copy of a Letter from Myr. Ellis 1o the
Governor and Council, Dated June I
1763.

¢ THE Nahob, whofe brain it ever
teeming with inventions, to dif-
trefs, and render us fubfervient to his

Vor. III. T tyranny,
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tyranny, has now hit upon a method of
doing it very effeually, by inveigling
away our feepoys. His emiffaries, em-
ployed on this fervice, promife to the
privatc men double the pay we give,
advancing them one month ; and to the
officers, a promotion in rank: and fo well
hath his fcheme fucceeded, that we have
loft 200 men fince the firft inftant; a-
mongit whom are many officers, and the
remainder old feepoys, perfectly verfed
in our difcipline. -

It is now near four months, that we
have been in a moft perplexing ftate of
fufpence, juft between the boundsof peace
and war, with the government here ; and
during thattime, have patiently borne the
many infults daily offered us ; infomuch,
that our people begin to think, and with
{fome appearance of reafon, that we can-
not do ourfelves juftice ; which is ano-
ther motive for their going over to the
Nabob.

THis, gentlemen, merits your moft fe-
rious and immediate confideration ; for I
do affure you, if we remain much longer

n
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in the fituation we have been in for fome -
time paft, there will not be 500 old fee-
poys left inthe two battalionshere (which
I can fafely fay, were inferior to none in
the fervice) and the unhappy confequences
that may attend our acting with a parcel
of raw, undifciplined people, againft
thofc whom we have taught to be fol-
diers, are fufficiently obvious,

- Tue Nabeb, in order to bring every
force againft us, which it is pofiible to
collect, has made up matters with Com- _
gar Cawn, and put him in pofeflion of .
the country he before held. The feepoys,
who were flationed there, to the num-
ber of about 1000, arrived here this day.”

Copy of a Lettgr from Mr. Ellis to the
Governor and Council. Dated June 6,

1763.
ot OUR feepoys ftill continuing to
defert in great numbers, I have
judged it moft expedient, and for the
good of the fervice, to order the whole
party to hold themfelves in readinefs to
2 march



276 A NARRATIVE of the

march at a moment's warning, and have
.thereby entitled them to Batta.

- Tuis is the only means of putting a
ftop to the defertion; and if it has the
defired effet, will be well worth the

‘expence.”

Twue next day, we received two more
letters from Meff, Amyatt and Hay, con-
taining an account of an affront offered
to fome of the gentlemen of their com-
-pany, by the Nabob’s chokies; and men-
tioning, that the Nabob flill infifted on
the removal of our troops from Patna,
and fatisfaction for his grievances; that
parties of horfe were ftationed all round
them to prevent their efcape ; and 5000
men were detached to Bengal; with other
circumftances, confirming their opinion
that the Nabob would not treat.

IT appearing to the Boatd, that there
was the ftrongeft reafon to apprehend our
difputes with the Nabob would end ina
- rupture, it was thought neceflary to form
a plan for the condu@ of the war, when-
ever it thould break out,

The
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Tue following difpofition was refol-
ved upon accordingly ; with which Mefl.
Amyatt and Hay were acquainted, and
again dire@ed to leave Mongheer as
they could.

Extraél of Confultation of June 18, 1763.
Prefent Meff.Vanfittart, Adams, Bil-
lers, Cartier, Haftings, Marriott and
Watts.

£ IT is agrct:d in order to form a

front for the proteftion of the
Company's aurungs and lands, to fecure
“their inveftment and revenues in the beft
manner pofiible, and to endeavor to col-
le&t what we can from the other pro-
vinces, to anfwer the expence of the
war, that our troops be immediately
prepared for taking poft, accerding to
the following difpofition.

Caprain Kxox, with his detach-
ment, in the province of Beerboom; a
detachment of 200 of the Company’s
troops, and 300 feepoys, in the province
of Nuddeea or Kiflnagur ; the body of
the army from Gherettee, at Coffimbu-~

e zar ;

il
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zar; to poflefs themfelves of the city of
Moorfhedabad. That in this difpofition,
the troops fhall march as nearly as pof-
fible in 2 line, fo as to be able to {upport
cach other, and the whole to act under
the orders of major Adams,

Tre diftance of captain Knox's pre-
" {entfationat Jellafore being confiderable,

- Acreep, That whilft the other pre-
parations are making, he be dire@ted to
march to Midnapoor, and there wait with
his party in readinefs for moving, until
he fhall receive ourfurther orders, leaving
behind him one company of feepoys and
tWo or three gunners, to defend the. poft

at Jellafore.”

* As there was now fo great an appear-
ance of an approaching rupture, it was
Jjudged neceffary to come to fome certain
refolution with refpect to the govern-
ment of ‘the country on fuch an évent,
Suppofing the removal of Meer Cofiim
from the fubadarree thould be the iffue ;
- likewife, with refpec to the precautions
which fhould be taken, for reimburfing

to
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to the Company the expence of the im-
pending war; and to private merchants,
the lofles which they might fuftain in
their concerns in the country. On thefe
points the feveral members were to come
prepared with their opinions, to the next
meeting, which was held accordingly on '
the 2oth, and the following are their

opinions.” :

Extraét of Confultation of June 20, 1763.
Prefent Meff. Vanfittart, Adams,Billers,
Cartier, Haftings, Marriott and Watts.

Myr. Watts's Opinion.
% R. WatTs is of opinion, that

fhould a rupture be unavoida-
* ble, the beft method would be taking
of the government into our own hands,
on account of the Company; but as the
keeping of it, and the fettling it proper-
ly, will require a large force, he thinks
it at prefent impracticable, and that the
attempting it would be running a rifk of
involving the country in a fcene of war,
which, with our prefent force, we could
not foon put a ftop to. He therefore

T & judges,
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Judges, that the moft advifeable method
will be the fixing upon a proper perfon
who has fome influence in the country ;
but that before we declare him, a treaty
ought to be made, and every precaution
taken to prevent any difputes hereafter,
which will be unavoidable, if the limits
of each party’s power are not fixed, as
 alfo the liberties of our trade fettled.
Thefe two points require much confider-
ation, and as each party muft give up
fomething to the other, he begs leave to
defer giving his further fentiments®at
prefent.

Tue perfon who fhall be appointed,
thould pdy to the Company the charges
that may attend the war; but as it can-
not be expetted he will, or jt may o
happen that be will not have ready mo-
ney to anfwer this, and the many other
demands he will have on him, at arriving
to the government; and the prefiing him
for the payment might give uneafinefs ;
he thinks a grant of certain lands might
be given the Company for ever ; and he
would prefer the following, as they may-

be
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be maintained with a very little expence,
are almoft fecure againft any invafion,
and are thofe in which the greateft part
of the Company’s goods are manufaétur-
ed ; all the lands bounded on the welt,
by the Hoogly river ; on the north, by
the Jillinguy river ; on the caft, by the
Pudda; and on the fouth, by the fea.

Art lands and cities which lie be-
tween the fouth bank of the Magna, or
any other great river to the northward of
the city of Dacca and the fea; and as
& eaft, as that river may run.

He alfo thinks, that the perfon fixed

upon, ‘Thould make reftitution for all pri:l'. ' |

vate loffes.
My. Marriott’s Opinion.

In regard to the fettling the country,
in cafe of a rupture with the Nabob, and"
the removal of him from the fubahthip,
which now appears unavoidable ; the firft
difpofition that occurs, is the taking the
country into our own hands, calling our-
felves Dewan for the King, and apply-
ing to him accordingly for funnuds, pro-
mifing and paying him his annual reve-

NUCE,
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nues, for the provinces of Bengal, Bahar
and Orifla, as former Nabobs ufed to do,
and which latter ones have never done.
This difpofition, however, is liable to
many objections,and at prefent impracti-
cable, as our whole force is very infuf-
ficient, to keep pofieffion of fuch a traét
of country.

Tue next method that occurs, is the
fixing on another man as Nabob, who
may be more underour direction than the
prefent.  For there appears no medium
can be obferved ; we muft cither govern
him, or he will us; and we muft fub-
mit to have affairs upon the footing they
were in Serajah Dowla’s time, if fuch 2
ftep is not followed.

Ir putting another Subah in the go-
vernment is approved, the next thing to
‘be confidered, ig the perfon proper for
this purpofe; and being unacquainted
with any of the prefent Nabob’s Jemmat-
dars, or other men of family in the coun~
try, Ican think of no one but the late
Nabob, whofe chief canfe for refigning
the Subahthip being then removed, he

would
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would take the weight of government a-
gain on himfelf, and agree to what we
might propofe, which I think need only
be the demands now made upon Coffim
Allee Cawn, with a ftipulation of the
number of troops he thould keep up, and
alfo of the number of ours he fhould have
about his perfon.

With regard to the reimburfing the
Company, for the expences of the war, a
calcalation fhould be made of them, as
nearas poffible, and fucha fumrequired for
the payment, cither in money, or in the
revenues of a tra of lands, held and col-
lected by the Company, till fuch fum
was difcharged. It thould likewife be fti-
pulated, that the perfon promoted thould
make good the loffes private perfons may
fuftain on this occafion ; but the necefia-
ryamount cannotbedetermined onat pre-~
fent; and that he fhould make a gratuity
inmoney to the military for their fervices.
Many objections I am fenfible may be
ftarted againtt reinftating the old Nabob;
one, our Honorable Matfters approved of
the late change ; but yet, if their noble

acquifitions
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acquifitions are continued to them, and
tranquility reftored in the country, I flat-
ter myfelf they will not objeét to the
name of Meer Jafher Allee, wholfe natu-
ral refentment again{t us may be chang-
¢d; andif it fhould not, it may be curbed,
by keeping always fome of our troops
with him. The late Nabob’s weak ca-
pacity, that was made an argument a-
gainft him, I think would, confiftent
« with good politics, rather plead in his
tavor, as it certainly can never be the
Company’s intereft to have an enterpriz-
ing Nabob, for the Subah of thefe pro-
vinces ; it being fo natural for a man, in
. that ftation, to endeavor at all rates to
render himfelf independent. ;
Mr. Haftings's Opinion.

WaaTeveEr be the event of a war
with the Nabob, which I yet hope may
be avoided, as I have everdeclared againft
all the meafures that have led toit, I
might well decline giving my opinion,
with refped to the fitteft eftabli(hment
to take place upon the fubverfion of the
prefent, But I muft confefs this a point
- of
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of fuch difficulty, that I muft of necefiity
leave it to abilities fuperior to my own,
to point out fucha provifion as may ferve
both to remedy the divifions, and prevent
the bloodfhed, which fuch a change will
introduce in the country, and to pre-
ferve the Englifh name, and the Compa-
ny from finking with the weight of their
own acquifitions. Thefe confequences
I think unavoidable, tho’ there is little
likelihood that our difpute with the Na-
‘bob will be of long duration, or give us
much trouble.
For reimburfing the Company’s ex-
pcncck and the lofs which their trade,
as well as that of private merchants may
fuftain, in the ‘courfe of the war, care
fhould be taken to affign 2 proper and li-
mited fund for that purpofe, which may
‘be determined upon, whenever the plan
is fixed for the operations of the war.
My. Cartier’s Opinion. '
Tue keeping of this immenfe tralt
of country for the ufe and fervice of the
Honorable Company, would lead us into
fuch a fcene of difficulties, as we fhould
not
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not eafily get over; nor do I think the
civil or military body, on this eftablifh-
ment, fufficiently large for the manage-
ment and protection of the fame, which
would be the means of giving birth to
endlefswars and opprefiions, and produce
difaffections among the natives ; thefe, a-
mong other reafons that might be urged,
are fufficient with me to difapprove aftep
of this nature;; but a war being in my
opinion now unavoidable, it becomes ne-
ceflary to confiderwhat meafuresare moft
likely to bring it to a fpeedy conclufions
as well as thofe which may tend to fup-
port us in its duration. It is therefore,
in my opinion, abfolutely neceflfary we
aim to form, or fix an alliance with fuch
officers, as may be in or out of employ,
under the prefent government, whofe
influence or credit might be of real fer-
vice ; and that we immediately declare
in favor of fome perfon, as Subah of this
province, whofe intereft in itmight facili-
tate the method of gaining over thefe of-
ficers. The refloring of Meer Jather Al-
lee Cawn to his former dignity, would

be
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bethe moft likely meansof effecting thofe
ends, and in all human probability moft
agreeable to the country. It would fur-
thermore be doing an act of juftice to a
man, who, in my opinion, never injur-
ed us.

Tro’ I declare in favor of Meer Jaf-
fier Allee Cawn, I think we ought to
regulate certain matters with him, as
might tend to 2 folid eftablithment of his
government, and preferve out own influ=
ence ; which, if not abufed, the reftric-
tions we may {ubjecthim to, will, Thope,
be confidered as a method beft adapted to
continue a lafting peace in the country.
The reftri®ions are as follows.

FirsT, That his ftanding army fhould
notexceed goooeffectivehorfe,and1o,000
gunmen; and this body to be diftributed
on the different frontiers of his country.
That his conftant refidence be at Moor-
fhedabad, and thatnomorethan soo horfe,
and 2000 gunmen, do take poit there.
Mongheer to be evacuated by the court
of his Excellency, and to be garrifoned
as a fort. That a corps of 250 Europe-

ans,
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ans,and a battalion of feepoys, be always *
in cantonments at Coflimbuzar, for the
protection of his Excellency’s perfon, in
cale of neceffity.

SeconpLry, That a treaty, previousto
-the operations of our army, fhould be
fettled with the Nabob, on the above
points ; likewife, as to the grant of jag-
heer funnuds, for the three provinces of
Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chittagong ;
the fettling of our trade, on the footing
we demand it to be on, till the pleafure
of the Company is known; and a ra-
tification of the reft of the feveral de-
mands made on Coffim Allee Cawn,
which we may think indifpenfably necef-
fary to ftick to. ‘That thf:' expences of
the war be defrayed by the Nabob, and
indemnification for all realloffes that may
be fuftained by private perfons of this fet-
tlement, in the courfe of the war, and
fincethecommencement of thefe difputes,
if owing to them; the capture of what-
ever treafure may be made from the pre-
fent Nabob, to belong to Meer Jaffier,
to ¢nable him to anfiver the above dif-

burfements,
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burfements, and to make a gratification
to the troops of his Majefty, and thofe
of the Company.

M. Billers's Opinion.

MRr. BirLERS: gives it as his opinion,
that (if the prefent Nabob, in confe--
quence of a war is removed from the fu-
bahthip) a perfon of influence thould be
put in pofiefiion of the government ; for,
on a declaration of fuch our intention, it
is to be imagined many of the zemindars,
that are difafleted with the prefent Su-
bah, would declare themfelvesin our fa-
vor. He would have fuch perfon put un-
der proper reftri¢tions ; likewife thofe
funnuds for the lands, now called tun-
caws, changed'into jagheeree funnuds,
and confirmed by him as fuch ; and the
feveral remaining articlesinfifted on from
the prefent Nabob, ratified by him. That
he fhould be obliged to hold his courtat
Moorfhedabad, and evacuate Mongheer,
and only look upon it as a frontier town,
and guard it as fuch; he thould be allow-
ed a proper number of troops to guard.
the three provinces, and colleé his re-

Vor. III, U venucs,
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venues, which number fhould be fettled
by.the Governor and Council, and li-
mited fo, as to put it out of his power to
hurt the Englith. He fhould be put in
pofiefiion of all the treafure that may be
foundin Moengheer;and fuch richesas may
belong to the prefent Nabob. For reim- |
burfing the expences of the Company,
and loffes fuftained by private people, he
Ihmllld Be obliged to allow acertain fum,
which may be hereafter ftipulated.

- T¢ he (Mr. Billers) is called upon to
nominate a man, he thinks the former
Nabeb, Meer Jaffier Allee Cawn, in every
refped®, a very proper perfon.

He is further of opinion, that a pro-
per recompence {hould be made, both to
theKing’s and Company'stroops, for put-
ting the perfon fixeduponin full pofieffion
of the government.

Major Adams's Opinion.

I¥ it fhould be deemed neceffary to
remove the Nabob, in confequence of a
war, I think it will be requifite to fet
fome perfon up in oppofition to him,
whofe influence in the country may draw

to
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to his, and our affiftance, many of the
Nabob's officers. AsIam not acquaint-
ed with cither the influence or abilities of
the principal men of the country, 1 beg
to refertothe fentimentsof theother gen-
tlemen at the Board, whofe perfonal ac-
~ quaintance with them, and knowledge
of their charaéters, enables them to judge
whowould bethe propereft perfon totreat
with, on an affair of fuch impartance.
Tre perfon nominated fhould, I think,
be laid upder {uch reftri¢tions, as to ren-
der him incapable of difturbing the trade
or tranquility of the country, and oblige
him toreimburfe the Company the whole
.expence of the war, and fatisfy the pri-
vate merchants for the loffes they may
fuftain ; but that no ftep fhould be taken
in the affair, until the Board have re-
ceived anfwers to their letters, writ-
ten to Mefl. Amyatt and Hay on the gth
and 1oth inftant.
The Prefident’s Opinion.
Artuo' fome of the demands made
upon the Nabob, and which have occa-
ﬁﬂned his prefent ill difpofition, are fuch,
Uz as



292 A NARRATIVE of the

as I have always difapproved and thought
unjuft, and fuch as the Company’s in-
terefls are no ways concerned in ; yet, I
hoped, and believed the Nabob would
have acquiefced therein, and waited with
patience, till an anfwer could be receiv-
ed from the Court of Dire@ors. But as
he is o rafth and ill-advifed, as to com-
mit adts of violence againft us, of fucha
nature, as portend a total rupture, I thall
ufe all diligence in forwarding the necef-
fary preparations for fuch anevent; and
notwithftanding my difapprobation of
the fteps, by which this war is likely to
be brought on, at a time, when the
Company’s bufinefs meets with no inter-
ruption; yet, whenhoftilities do unavoid-
ably commence, no one will be more for-
ward in promoting fuch vigorous mea-
~ fures, as feem moft conducive to bring
it toa fpeedy iflue.

Whaire fuch meafures are purfuing,
and weare ina flate of war, I fhall think
it my duty to remain here ; but as foon
as I fee our Honorable Mafters affairs re-
ftored to a flate of fecurity and tranqui-

lity,
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lity, I am determined to quit the chair,
as I will never be concerned in a fecond
regulation of the government of thefe
provinces, after the depofing of Coffim
Allee Cawn, which I fuppofe to be the
intent of the war, and, in all human pro-
bability, will be fpeedily accomplithed.
1 was one of a Board of Selet Com-
mittee, who, in the month of Septem-
ber, 1760, determined on the treaty with
Coffim Allee Cawn, which foon after
brought him to the Nizamut. Altho’
our refolutions were unanimous, fome
members, who were at that time not in
Bengal, raifed afterwards abundance of
objetions, were not {paring of reproach-
es againft the members who were pre-
fent,and fomeevendeclared, they thought
the faid treaty not binding upon them.
A ftrong oppofition was formed hereup-
on, and every opportunity has fince been
taken, of aggravating difputes with the
Nabob ; by which means, jealoufies and
{ufpicions have been nourithed, until.
they are grown into the flate, in which
we now fee them.
U g Taus
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Trus experienced, itis notfurprizing,
that I {hould be unwilling to give my
vote for any particular perfon, to fuc-
ceed Coffim Allee Cawn, or to enter into
a difcuflion of the Company’s right to
nominate to fuch fucceffion, upon which
fome doubts may arife ; for altho’ they
may contract with the neareft heir, to
{upport his pretenfions, which was the
nature of our engagement with Coffim
Allee Cawn, it does not follow, that
they have a right to proceed to a new
appointment, in cafe there be no heir of
the fame family. But as it is my defign,
that my government fhall expire as foon
4s Coffim Allee is depofed, and the tran-
quility of the country reftored, it is
more for our Honorable Mafters benefit,
and the welfare of the province, that all
queftions relative to the fucceffion, be
decided by thofe who will remain here
to fupport the perfon, in whofe favor
they may turn,

* WHATEVER may be therefolutions of
the Board, I fhall do my utmoft to pro-
mote their fuccefsful exccution, as long

a5
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as I remain in the chair; and the perfon
who may be treated with, I think, thould
engage to pay the Company fuch a fum,
as may be ftipulated for the expences-of
the war ; as likewife fuch further fum,
as fhall be agreed upon for the indemni-
fication of the loffes, which the mer-
chants, living under our protettion, will
unavoidably fuffer in their concerns inthe
country.”

ArTeR thefe opinions had been read,
and much debate pafied on the fubject at
the Board, it was refolved, thatthe mem-
bers fhould take time till the next mect-
ing, to determine on amatter of fuch im-

rtance.

Ox the 23d,arrived the following let-
ter from Mefl. Amyatt and Hay to the
Board. Dated June 145 1763.

« TT appears to us from the Nabob's
difpofition of his forces, both by

his ftrengtheningthe detachments towards
Beerboom and Moorthedabad, and his
ordering to be affembled at Patna his
troops from the Mey country, and other
U 4 places
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places to the weftward, and from what
he has dropped in converfation, that
he defigns to attack, at the fame time,
both Burdwan, and our forces at Patna,
in hopes of fubduing them before they
can be fuccoured. He continues to treat
us with the greateft flight, and we almoft
daily meet with infults from his people.
We ‘have thought it neceflary to write
you the above, and to forward you a du-
plicate of the cypher, the receipt of
which you have not yet acknowlcdgcd, as
we are doubtful what the event may be,
on our delivering the Governor's letter
to his Excellency to-morrow, efpecially
as we have received fo. little protection
from him for our people, fince we have
been here ; and he feems to Have fo high
an opinion of his own force, which, we
imagine, he is led to by the Armenian,
who is his fole minifter, and we believe
the only perfon that influences him to a
rupture. The laft time
the Nabob, he told us,
depenided

we were with
that peace or war
on the removing our troops

- from
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_ from Patna, which, if we complied with,
he would then taik on bufinefs.

Our gentlemen were again ftopped
this morning at the fame chokey, and
carried prifoners to the Nabob through
his army; the Nabob has been pleafed
to fay, he has confined the people, and
will give us fatisfaction for this.

A Note in Cypber.

We delivered the Governor’s letter to
the Nabob this morning ; on receiving
which, he immedistely declared there
was war ; but told us, we might wait till

we received the Governor’s and Council’s
~ orders, and fend him under.our hands
and feals the amount of them, when in
cafe they did not order down our troops
from Patna, he would fend us pafiports
to go to Calcutta ; but that he would
detain Mr. Hay for fecurity that his
aumils, and the people in our hands, be
delivered up.

We conclude, that the Nabob's view
in this, is principally to fecure the fafety
of Petrus ; we therefore recommend the
immediate fecuring of that man, as Mr.

Hay's
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Hay’s only fecurity, who has agreed to
remain with the Nabob.”

Tue precaution, which they recom-
mended with refpeé to Coja Petrus, was
accordingly obferved ; tho' I had fufficient
reafon to believe their furmife groundlefs,
fince the Nabob’s declared pretence for
detaining Mr. Hay, was the moft natural
conftruction that could be put upon that
action ; and had he ftopped here; the
ftri¢teft juftice could hardly have con-
demned him for it, after the provocation
which we had given, and the example
which we had afforded him ; but I fhall
forbear any further reflections for the
prefent on this {ubjed, and haften to the
conclufion.

~ THE next letter brought a fhort
glimpfe of hope, and made me imagine,
that the Nabob, having tried the effeéts
- of along oppofition, and dreading the
confequences of a war, was now refol-
ved to confent to peace upon any condi-
tions. This letter was as follows.

Copy
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Copy of a Letter from MejJ. Amyatt and
Hay o the Board. Dated June 19; 1763.

<« FEAHIS evening, Rajah Nobit Roy

has been with us to inform us,
that his Excellency confents to releafe
the boats of arms immediately, and will
treat without perfifting in his prelimi-
nary demand of removing the troops from
Patna; and we have accordingly agreed
to wait upon him to-morrow.”

Tue flattering profpet which this
lettér had opened, vanifhed almoft in the
inftant of its firft exiftence, and was fuc-
ceeded by flying reports of troubles al-
ready commenced at Patna, which, tho’
impoffible to be traced to any credible
authority, and told with improbableand .
contradi®ory circumftances, yet left no
doubt, that fo? extraordinary and cala-
mitous event nad given rife to them.
What added to the credit of thefe ru-
mours was, that we had not heard from
Patna for fome days. And on the 30th
of the month we were informed, by a
letter from the gentlemen at Coflimbu-

zar,
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zar, that our dauks had been made pri-
foners by the fougedar of Rajemahl, and
 the letters feized, by which our commu-
nication with Patna and Mongheer was
ftopped. :

In the mean time, I received two let-
ters, in a very different ftyle, from the
Nabob, one on the 26th, and the other
on the 2g9th of June. I fhall enter both,
and leave it to the reader to make the ob-
vious commentson the pacific difpofition,
which the Nabob plainlyfhewed tothelaft,
till driven to the neceffity of ftanding on
his defence, by the actual hoftilities be-
gun by our fa&ory at Patna.

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob s the
Governor.  Dated June 19, 1763.

“ f Have received your kind letter
with pleafure ; you write, that you

have read the lift of demands, prefented
by Mr. Amyatt, with my anfwer to each
article; that it is furprifing that not one
of them have been confented to, and that
I repeatedly write for the removal of the
troops from Patna; and that you and
M:.
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Mr, Amyatt never wrote to me that arms
were not difpatched to that place, but
that the forces which are already there
want mufkets. That I had ftopped fix
boats loaded with mufkets, and taken
from the Company’s gomaftah at Bahar
2000 maunds of falt-petre. That 4 or
soo mufkets, or 2000 maunds of falt-
petre, were no great matter to either of
us; but by fuch unprofitable actions,
I rendered entirely ufelefs and ineffec-
tual, all your endeavors and ftudy to
preferve peace and union between us.
That from all thefe circumftances you
fuppofed, that I was refolved upon a rup-
ture ; if fo, that I fhould write it plain-
ly. That I might be affured, that unlefs
I releafed the beats and arms, there
would be an end to all our friendfhip
and peace, and to all concerns between
us. Sir, in my reply to each article of
the demands, what have I an{wered con-
trary to the treaty, or not conformable
to juftice, or what bufinefs of yours have
I put a flop to? Write me any inftance
that I may know it. From the profef-

fions
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fions of you, gentlemen, and my own
confidence in you, I affured myfelf, that
the troops at Patna were for my fervice,
and for that reafon I fent for them. I
now underftand, that they are kept at
Patna for the defence, and the bufinefs
of the factory, and for my grievance and
detriment. Had I known as much be-
fore, I fhould not have fent for them ;
nor had I any other reafon for defiring
their removal from Patna, but that Mr.
Ellis is my profefled enemy; and for
thefe two years has created difturbances,
leaving unattempted no means to ruin
my affairs. For this reafon, if you think
it proper to keep up forces at Patna, and
that the boats of arms fhould be releafed,
it is fit that you fhould appoint Mr. A-
myatt, or Mr. M‘Gwire, or Mr. Haf-
tings, whichfoever of thefe gentlemen
you approve of, to the' chiefship of Pat-
na, and remove Mr. Ellis from that
place. By this means, good ‘order will
be introduced into both our affairs ; but
if you, gentlemen, are refolved at all e~
vents upon a rupture, write me fo plainly.

Whoever
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WioevER wrote you, gentlemen,
that [ had feized your falt-petre, Wrote
an abfolute falthood, and with a ‘wicked
defign. Itistrue, that 4 or 500 mufkets,
are no great matter to you; neverthelefs,
they would be of ufe to me, in the ap-
pearance which they would have with
the zemindars, and the common people of
this country. If you will oblige me, by
granting this flight  favor, I may at
length reap this benefit (be it great or
fmall) in three years, from the influence
of the Company, and the kindnefs of you,
gentlemen. The amount of their price
1 will pay; if you will not give them,
you are mafters of your own goods. You
ought to confider well, from what quar-
ter war and difcord fhew themfelves.
For inftance, tthnglimCouncﬂ has fent
@rict orders to all the gomaftahs of their
faorics, that upon any fault being com-
mitted, by any of the officers of the fir-
car, they fhall, without acquainting me,
or my naibs, or aumils, chaftize him,
and carry him away 2 prifoner. And
tho' I had difmiffed Mahomed Allee

from
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from my fervice, and fent for him, when
he had waited a few days to prepare his
accounts, and was upon the point of fet-
ting out for this place, your people feized
and carried him to Calcutta ; and befides
this, they haveimprifoned feveral others
of the officers of the fircar.

IT is needlefs to write, what difgrace
they have thrown upon my affairs, Had
I refufed to punith them upon convicion
of their faults, yet, in that cafe, it would
not have been juft to quarrel with my of-
ficers. Whatever claims or feizures, or
war, or force were to be made, ought
to have fallen upon me. After fo op-
probrious an a&, fo oppofite to the rules
of friendfhip, what room was there léft
for mutual confidence ? To your demand
that I fhould write plainly, whether my
defigns «are for war? I declare to you
Plainly,  that I upon no account do de-
fire a war with you, gentlemen; nor do
I interrupt either - the Company's trade,
or your foreign commerce. But you,
gentlemen, fetting on foot once or twice
GVEry Year a new treaty, enter into ne-

‘ gotiations,
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gotiations, and infift on an anfwer to
your own liking ; by this you leave me
without remedy. Whatever is to be
done, delay not. If I have done any
thing contrary to the old treaty, acquaint
me Withrit. You have taken Burdwan,
and the other countries, for defraying
the expences of the Englith army; and
in the old treaty you have written, that
your army fhall attend me; and now,
when I defire you to remove your forces
from Patna, and fuffer them to attend
me, you make excufes and denials, This
is foreign from juftice. With refpett to
M. Ellis, how fhall I fpeak, or how fhall
I write what quarrels he has made with
my people from the beginning, and how
he has injured my affairs ? Now, he is
every day making preparations againit
# Meer Mahomed Mehdee Cawn, and
making a fhew of his forces before him, .
and is ready to attack him. In this cafe,
I and my people are without remedy. It
is a duty on every man to defend his
own honor.

Vou. IIL X P. S.

¢ Naib of Patna.
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P. §. SiR, concerning what you have
wrote of Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn’s
- monthly allowance, you know, that at
this time, I have not an aumil in any
place, and that the revenues of the fircar
are at a ftand. As foon as the aumils
arc gone into their ftations, I will with-
out fail difcharge it.”

Caopy of a Letter from the Nabob 72 tbe
Governor.  Dated June 22, 1763.

“ T Have already acquainted you fully
and repeatedly with the affairs of

this place, and you will have underftood
the whole. At this time, upon the
receipt of your letter, in which you in-
fift on the releafe of the boats laden with
mufkets, I have complied with your de-
fire, and releafed the boats with the
mufkets. But Mefl. Amyatt-and Hay
have given me this plain anfwer, they
have received an order of the Coungil,
which is, that the troops at Patna (hall
- never be removed, as you will obferve
by the letter written to me by thofe
gentlemen, of which I fend you a copy.
As
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As to the particulars of Mr. Ellis,
what fhall T write? Daily he is fecking
occafion to quarrel with Meer Mahomed
Mechdee Cawn Behader; and now, by
what I can learn, that gentleman is bent
upon the defign of affaulting the fort of
Patna. To this purpofe, I have jufl
reccived an arzee from Meer Mahomed
Mechdee Cawn Behader, with a paper of
news of that quarter. T opened them in
the prefence of Mefi. Amyatt and Hay ;
a copy of each I fend you inclofed in this
letter for your perufal ; and fromthem you
will have a clear view of all particulars 5
and in the fame manner, theEnglith fee-
poysarecommitting allmannerofviolehce
and hoftilities in the perganah of Bahr-
bund. A letter upon this fubje&, which
I received from Mahfing, the aumil of
that quarter, T have fhewn to the faid
gentlemen, and now fend a copy of it
likewife to you, for your information.

By your friendfhip and kindnefs my
affairs have been brought to this pafs.
The meaneft perfon that exifts, could ne-
ver have fubmitted to ufe fo great a for-

X 2 bearance ;
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bearancé ; and that I have forborn fo
long, was owing to this only, that your
reputation might not fuffer with your
mafters. I now leave you to your own
concerns. Since Mr. Ellis has proceed-
ed to fuch lengths, as to prepare ladders
and platforms, in order to take the fort
of Patna ; now you may take whatever
meafures you think beft for the interefts
of the Company, and your own. I re-
peatedly wrote to you to releafe me from
this bufinefs, and appoint another, but
you did not even reply to me on this
fubjeét. Since the chiefs of the falto-
ries are firetching out their hands againft
my honor and reputation, Iand my peo-
ple are in every refpeét without remedy,
nor is it in my power to ufe any longer
forbearance.

P.S. Sir, fince the receipt of the
former arzee from Meer Mahomed
Mehdee Cawn Behader, another arzee,
with a paper of news, is arrived ; the
fubftance of it is, that the Englifh are
* throwing down the houfes at Baukipore,
and

-
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and expelling the tenants, in order to
make entrenchments.

Wien the zemindar of that placewent
to Mr. Carftairs ¥, to reprefent this af-
fair to him, that gentleman paid no re-
gard to him. -

I senp you a copy of the arzee, and
the paper of news."”

Copy of a Letter from Meer Mahomed
Mehdee Cawn Behader o the Nabob.

o I Have continually reprefented to
your Excellency, that the chief of
the faory at Patna is bent upon a rup-
ture ; and your Excellency, in anfwer to
my arzees, continually informs me, that
a peace - will fhortly be concluded, and
the Englifh troops withdrawn from Pat-
na. I have fent repeated reprefentations
of the ftate of this place; and that that
gentleman was refolved upon a rupture,
infomuch, that he has even made plat-
forms and ladders for fcaling the walls
of the fort. One day, he made them
ready for this defign, and was near the
D g g walls,

* Commanding officer of the detachment.
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walls, when a ftorm of wind and rain
came on, and caufed him ‘to defer it.
This is our ftate ; but your Excellency
neither fends us afty reinforcements, nor
gives me any orders to fight; what then
am I to do, fitting ina&tive? Since the
feepoys of Bengal have gained an ill
. name, for their treachery to former Na-
~ zims, it is not in my power to bring my-
felf to fo much forbearance and want of
fpirit. If that chief is determined on a
quarrel, I will put up with no more in-
fults, but will fight with him.

P. 5. Ox the gth of the moon, the
hircarras of the fircar delivered me a
paper of news, which I fend, for your
Excellency’s information, inclofed.

Copy of the Paper of News.

I nave repeatedly informed your Ex-
cellency of the difturbances committed
by Mr. Ellis. This is the prefent ftate ;
the difturbances created by the faid gen-
tleman daily increafe ; his feepoys come
clofe to the fort, and give ill-language
to the people of the fort; and fay to
them, “whatdo youdofitting in the fort?

! * Why
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-« Why do you not come out into the
« plain, that we maycut your heads off?”
In this manner they ufe infulting expref-
fions ; and that gentleman has alfo made
platforms, and high ladders for fcaling
the walls. One day, with this defign»
he approached the fort, when a ftorm of
wind and rain came on, and caufed him
to defer it. I daily write to you what
pafies, but your Excellency takes no
meafures for redreffing thefe diforders;
and Meer Mahomed Mehdee Cawn Be-
hader will not fight without your orders.
Second Paper of News.

To the weft of Moorlidur's gardens
dwelt many tenants; Mr, M<Leod *® tur-
ned them out, pulled their houfes down,
and threw them upon the intrenchments,
where builders are at work. The'ze-
mindar of the place, taking the tenants
with him, carried them before captain
Carftairs, and complained ; but recciving
no anfwer, was forced to return with the
tepants to his own houfe.”

X 4 Copy
* One of the officersof the detachment.
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Coy of a Letter from Mahfing, Aums!
¢f Bahrbund, o the Nabob.

i I HAve before reprefented the par-
: ticulars of the affault made by
Dearam, the Englith gomaitah, with a
body of goo feepoys, &c. at the laft pahr
of the night, on the cutcherree of the
perganah of Bahrbund. At this time
about 700 Europeans and feepoys are
arrived at Cheelmarree in the faid perga-
nah, have plundered the merchants and
tenants, and making their way to the
cutcherree, early in the morning they at-
tacked my pefhkar, in Rannee Gunge,
they killed and wounded about 15 of my
peons, &c. and committed great ravages.
Though they are now returned to Dacca,
yet thiey will not defift from their hoftile
intentions. Thefe difturbances, repeated-
ly caufed by the Englith, have entircly
ruined the perganah. The tenants are
fied, the revenues are entirely at a ftand,
and the lands are wafle'; added to thefe
damages, the tuncaw of the Rangamet-
tec fougedar has fuffered ; and your Ex-

cellency can well judge in what manner
the
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the balances are to be recovered, and
the new colle@ions made, amidft thefe
diforders. As the paft difturbances have
made it necefary to entertain a few horfe
and foot, for the prote&ion of my honor,
and I have been obliged to borrow mo-
ney to pay them two months pay, I
requeft, that a perwannah may be grant-
ed me for a tuncaw.”

Tue advices tranfimitted to the Na-
bob, by his officer at Patna, of Mr. El- -
lis’s intention to attack the city, agree-
ing with the general report which had
prevailed for fome days, it wasno longer
doubted that hoftilities had begun at that
place ; and therefore, on the 2d of July,
orders were given for the army to march
from Gherettee. Some days before, a
letter was difpatched to meet Mr. Amy-
att, dire@ting him to leave his cfcort at
Coffimbuzar, which would fufficiently
fecure that factory till thearmy reachedit.

It is argued by many, that the army
(hould have marched fooner; but if it
be confidered, that the march of the

army
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army would have been regarded by the
Nabob, and all the country, as a certain
declaration of war, it would have been
improper, while we had any hopes from
the negotiation ; and after that hope was
nearly loft, it would have been impru-
dent to move the army, until our depu-
ties had received their difmiffion, leaft it
thould put them in danger of being de-
tained with their efcort.  All the necef-
fary preparations were made to infure, as
far as the nature of war will admit, the
fuccefs of our arms in cafe of a rupture ;
and if the Patna detachment had not
been loft by their own diforderly beha-
vior, the troubles would fcarce have
fpread into Bengal.

Ox the 4th arrived the following note
in cypher from Mr. Amyatt, directed to
Mr. Ellis, but brought by miftake to
Calcutta, inftead of another of the fame
tenor, addrefied to the Board.

- “ WE are made prifoners, as far as
“ feizing our boats, and furrounding of
* us can make us. The boats of arms

“ were
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« were ftoppedafew miles from hence®.
« Mongheer June, 21, 1763.”

Tug hircarra that brought the note
reported, that being ftopped and de-
tained

# This was the laft of Mr. Amyart’s letters from
Mongheer, that reached us before the war was de-
clared ; but major Adams finding fome of his papers
at Moorfhedabad, fent me a copy from his letter-
book of a letter of the 22d of June. This giving
fome further account of the footing on which he

parted with the Nabob, 1 have thought proper to
infert it.

Cspy of a Letter from Mr. Amyatt 2 Mr. Ellis,
dated Mongheer, the 224 of June, extrafled
Jrom bis Letter-Bosk; where is a Memorandum,
that he wrate @ Letter of the fame Tenor to M,
Vanhttart.

SIR,

From the Nabob’s aftions, two nights ago, we
were effeGtually made prifoners, furrounded bya bo-
dy of horfe all night, and our boats feized. That
day in the mniggw:dr!ircdﬁobit‘floymmﬂem
MNabob, as we were ordered to return, we could
not, nor would not flay, therefore defired per-
wannahs and duftucks for our free paffage; and
if he did not give them, we would go without.
In the evening Nobit Roy informed us, the boats
with arms fhould be releafed ; wpon which we af-
fured him, we would not think of going, but with

the
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detained a little on this fide of Mong-
heer, by the Nabob’s chokeys, he learn-
ed, that Mr. Amyatt was gone to Patna,
and that our forceshadattacked and taken
the city.

Tuoucu we could not depend upon
this news, yet there was great reafon to
think it true; and from this moment I

was to enter on a new part. Hitherto I
had regarded the Nabob as the injured
party ; and his candu@ from his accef-
fion to the {ubahthip, to the opening of
our
the Nabob's confent. Notwithftanding this, he, that
night, took the above precautions to fop us, not
trufting our words. T'o-day all our boatswere givenus
back again,and the Nabob has promifed to difmifs us
the day after to-morrow; for we declared to him,
wecould not think of treating with him as affairs
are now fituated, we prifoners, and he fending
reinforcements to Patna, nor could we anfwer for
theconfequence, when all this intelligence reached
you and the gentlemen in Caleufta.  The boats
with the arms are cleared from the chokey at Su-
rygarrah, and gone on, but there are many more
chokeys for them to pafs T belicve. Thus matters
fland at prefent, which I think neceffary to inform
youof. TheNabob has given us affurances of ous
perfons and honor being fafe, a5 far as words will
allow. : Iam, &c.
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our laft difputes, and even to the prefent
periodas irre proachable, excepting a very
few inftances eafily to be accounted for,
by the diftrefs and defpair to which he
was driven. I confidered myfelf as the
inftrument of his advancement, and that
he placed his entire dependence on mc,
to fupport him in it, whilft he obferved
the conditions of the treaty ; and as more
efpecially concerned to preferve the fecu-
rity of the Company’s interefts, and the
tranquility of the country, upon the efta-
blithment which I had fo principal 2
{hare in forming, and which the Court
of Direors had approved, and ordered
me to fupport. Therefore, in all our
difputes, I had placed myfelf between
the Nabob, and the rage of his oppo-
nents, till the flame grew too violent to
be extinguifhed, and threatened our own
poffeffions. "But juftice muft now give
place to neceflity, and T muft take the
part which my ftation required, in re-
pelling the evils to which the Company

and the nation were expofed.
Tugse motives had induced me. to
form



318 A NARRATIVE of the

form the refolution which I had before
publicly declared, in a minute already
noticed of the 20th of June, to remain
in the chair, and affift in all the opera-
tionsof the war, untilit thould bebrought
to a final iffue, leaving it to the other
members of the Council to form a new
plan of government, in which I was de-
termined to have no concern. This re-
folution I now repeated to the Board in
the following minute ; believing, from
the hircarra’s report, that Mr. Amyatt,
who was the next in fucceffion to the
chair, was now at Patna.

Copy of the Governor's Minute in Conful-
tation of the 4tb of July, 1763.

“ T TuiNk it certain from the ftoppage

of our letters, the intelligence of
the hircarra and other reports, that hof-
tilities have begun at Patna, and that the
breach with the Nabob isirreparable, The
army under. the command of major A-
dams fhould therefore march on towards
Mongheer, with all expedition, to fe-
cure the Company’s pofiefiions, and

bring
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bring the war to a fpeedy iffue ; altho’
I am quite of opinion, as I always have
been, that it would be begun, continued
and ended, by our forces at Patna. For
the reft, as it is my refolution for the
reafons mentioned, in 'my minute of the
zoth of June, to quit the government as
foon as the war is fo far determined, as
that the Company’s fettlements and pof-
feflions ran no rifk, and which I doubt
not will be the cafe before the month of
September. I fhall be glad that Mr. A-
myatt, who we have reafon to hope is
{afe at Patna, was direCted to return to
Calcutta, by that time to receive from
me the charge of the government, with
the papers and inftructions thereunto be-
longing.”

Tue minutes entered in confultation
of the zoth of June, regarding the plan
for {ettling the government, in cafeof the
removal of Coffim Allee Cawn from the
fubahfhip, were now read again at the
Board, inorder to cometofomeconclufion
upon the point ; and the opinions of ma-

jor
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jor Carnac and Mr. Batfon, which had

not been taken with the reft, were now

delivered in, in the following terms.
Major Carnac’s Opinion.

Tuo' major Carnac entirely difapprov-
ed of the revolution in favor of Coflim
Allee Cawn, and did not deem the au-
thority, by which it was cffected, as
fufficient, from aconviion, if the whole
Council had been confulted, the majo-
rity would have been againft it ; yet,
from the moment we had the advice of
our Employershavingacquiefced therein,
it became our common duty to fupport
to the utmoft the new Nazim, fo long
as our rights and privileges were not
infringed by him; and the major can
fafely aver, no perfon at the Board is
more -truly concerned than himfelf, at
the meafures we are under the neceffity
of taking.

Tue Nabob Coflim Allee Cawn has
for fome time paft fhewn fuch an indif-
pofition towards us, as would render it
the height of folly to place any confi-
dence in him; and however inclined the

Board
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Board have thewn themfelves (by their
long forbearance, and fending deputies)
to the eftablithment of: a mutual friend~
thip, he has by his late acts abfolutely put -
it out of our power, confiftently with ho-
nor, to come toan accommodation with
him. We fhall therefore be juitified to
the Company and the world, in exerting
our endeavors for the reftoration of Meer
Jaffier, an atonement which major Car-
nac looks upon as due to him, for the
injuftice he thinks was done him in de-
pofing him; and he is of opinion, he
fhould be proclaimed at Calcutta, and
taken up with major Adams to Moor-
{hedabad, and there placed upon the
mufnud. That 2 manifeftothould be pub-
lithed, fetting forth the reafons for the
change of government ; and there is.no
doubt, but as Meer Jaffier, from the con-
fideration in which he has for many years
been held, muft haveanumberof friends;
feveral of the moft confiderable perfons
in the country will flock to his ftandard.
Major Carnac begs leave to fubmit to the
Board the terms, which, in his opinion,
Vor, IIL Y fhould



322 A NARRATIVE of the

fhould be made the ground-work of a
treaty, to be concluded between us and
Meer Jafhier.

THue confirmation of the ceflion of the
three provinces of Burdwan, Midnapoor
and Chittagong, with this alteration,
that they be now made over to us in
property, inftead of their revenues only
being affigned to us, as is the cafe at
prefent.

AN univerfal freedomof trade to be al-
lowed us, and the other privileges which
the deputies werecommiffioned todemand
of Coffim Allce Cawn. The defraying
the expences of the war, and a full in-
demnification to be made to the private
fufferers, as well as to the public, for
all lofles fuftained. To enable Meer Jaf-
fier to do fo immediately, the treafure of
Coffim Allee Cawn, if laid hold of, to
be put into his hands; but in cafe of
failure herein, the revenues of the Nu-
* deea province to be mortgaged to us, till
every body is reimburfed. The farm of
* the Poorneea falt-petre to be given ta
the Company.

Tux
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Tz evil confequence of fuffering an
overgrowth of power in a Nabob, be-
ing but too apparént, he fhould in fu-
ture be limited in the number of his
forces, fo as to be obliged to have his
main dependence upon thofe of the Eng-
lith ; the principal of our troops fhould
therefore be ftationed at Burrumpoor,
whiere there is a piece of ground already
marked out and given to us; proper
cafitonments may be erected, and when-
ever he has occafion for their fervices,
they may be ready. This difpofition
will preferve our military, it being a very
healthy fpot ; whereas they have fatal-
ly experienced (the two laft feafons par-
ticularly) the unhealthinefs of Calcutta.

Mr. Batlon’s Opinion.

Tae Nabob Coffim Allee Cawn has
plainly manifefted by his general con-
du&, fince he has been raifed to the fu-
bahdarree, and more particularly by the
feveral ats of hoftility, to which hehas
lately proceeded, that he has the moft
inveterate enmity againft us; and that his
defign is to extirpate us entirely out of

X.2 his
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his country, if ever it fhould be in his
power. The delays already procured by
the gentlemen, who have fo ftrenuouily
fupported his caufe, have fubjected our
affairs to great dangers and inconvenien-
cies, and brought on us fome difgraces.
Iam of opinion, therefore, that to keep
terms with Meer Coffim any longer, or
attempt any accommodation with him,
is highly detrimental to the interefts of
our Company and nation ; and I propofe,
that we reinftate the old Nabob in his
government, of which he has been un-
juitly deprived ; hereby I think we fhall
attain the defirable end, of eftablithing
the Company’s affairs on a folid founda-
tion, and clear ourfelves of the imputa-
tion of a breach of faith, which, tho’
really due to a faltion amongft us, has

thro’ this been caft on the nation in ge-
neral,”

Tu® majority of opinions agreeing in
the appointment of another perfon. to
the fubahthip, this point came the next
under confideration, and the choice of

the
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the Board fell of courfe upon Jafficr Al-
lee Cawn ; Mr. Haftings and myfelf re-
maining neuter upon the occafion ; and
it was accordingly refolved, that he
{hould be reftored to the Nizamut. The
next day we received two letters from
Mr. Amyatt, the firft dated from Seep-
gunge, the 25th of June, advifing us,
«¢ that from all the Nabob’s actions, he
¢« and Mr. Hay both judged, that he
¢ intended war, and that he would at-
¢ tack our troopsat Patna. That four
« days before, an Armenian commander,
<« with a ftrong reinforcement of horfe,
« foot and cannon, went to Patna ; and
¢ that the Armenians folely managed
« him, and urged the difputes.” The
laft dated from Sootee, the 30th of June,
advifing us, that the Nabob had given
him a paffport, and fent a2 man with him,
to condué him and his party fafe to Cal-
cutta. We were accordingly in expec-
tation of feeing him, when we received a
letter from the fadory at Coffimbuzar,
informing us, that as he was pafiing the
city of Moorfhedabad, he was attacked

§ S by
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by the Nabob's forces. Mr. Amyatt
himfelf, and fome other gentlemen, kill-
ed, and the reft made prifoners.

SECTION XIII.

The new Treaty with Meer Jaffier, War
with Meer Coflim, and the Maffacre
at Patna.

The Proclamation of Meer Jaffier, and
* Declaration of War.~—Meer Cof-
fim’s Letter, confirming the Report of
our Defeat at Patna. Coflimbu-
zar Faélory furrounded. —— Minutes
m Council of Mr. Vanfittart, and
Mr. Haftings, containing their Rea-
Joms for figning the Aets in Javor of
Meer Jaffier.——Propofed Articles of
Agreement with Meer Jaffier. 4 De-
putation of the Board fent to bim with
the Articles.——Minutes in Council of
Mr. Vanfittart and M. Haftings, up-
on the Subjelt of the propofed Articles.
——Preliminary Demands delivered by
Meer Jaffier ro the Deputies.— Debates
and Refolutions thereupon.— Remarks on
' - this
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this Subjest.—Meer Jaffier's Objections
to the Articles.—~The Objeclions admit-
ted.—Treaty with Meer Jaffier.—Fur-
ther Demands of Meer Jatfier—dgreed
to.—Letter from Meer Coffim 1o Ma-
jor Adams, threatening to cut off the
Prifoners in bis Hands.—Mr. Vanfit-
tart’s Letter to Meer Coffim on that
Subject —Major Adams's Anfwer 1o
Meer Coflim.—The Maffacre perpe-
trated.— Letter from Mr. Fullerton 70
the Board, giving an Account of this
Cataftrophe, and of bis Efeape.

TH IS unexpected attack, which we

judged for certain to be a confe-
quence of hoftilities, begun at Patna,
being the next day confirmed by fome
of the gentlemen’s fervants, and one or
two foldiers of the party, who had efca-
ped the fate of the reft, determined the
Board, immediately to declarewar againft
Coffim Allee Cawn ; and the Nabob
Jafiier Allee Cawn having confented to
take upon him the government, the
following declaration of war againft Cof-
Y 4 fim
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fim Allee Cawn, and of the reftoration
of Jaffier Allee Cawn, was drawn up,
figned by the members of the Council,
and publicly read thro’ the town, copies
thereof being difperfed amongft the ze-

mindars, and other principal people of
the country.

Copy of the Proclamation of the Nabob
Meer Jaffier.

“ TH E Nabob Meer Mahomed Cof-
fim Allee Cawn, having enter-
ed upon, and committed a&s of open
hoflility againft the Englith nation, and
the intereft of the Englith united Eaft
India Company ; we, on their behalf,
are reduced to the necefiity of declaring
war againft him ; and having come to a
refolution of placing the Nabob Meer
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Behader again
in the government; we now proclaim
and acknnwledgt him as Subahdar of the
provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa :
and further, as the faid Coflim Allee
Cawn, has likewife exercifed acts of vi-
olence and oppreffions over many of the

princi pai
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principal merchants and inhabitants of
the country to their entire ruin, we do
hereby require all manner of perfons un-
der our jurifdiétion, and alfo invite all
other officers and inhabitants of the
country, to'repair to the ftandard of
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Behader,
to affift him in defeating the defigns of
the faid Coffim Allee Cawn, and finally
eftablifhing himfelf in the fubahdarree.

Given in Council at Fort William,
the 7th day of July 1763, under our
hands, and the feal of the faid United
Eaft India Company.”

WaiLsT the Board were “fitting, the
following letter arrived from Meer Cof-
fim, and confirmed what we had for fome
days apprehended, the news of the de-
feat of our detachment at Patna. The
particulars of this difafter, with the other
operations of the war, are fufficiently
knotvn; letit here fuffice to obferve, that
the city was furprized and taken with-
out refiftance, by our troops, in the night
-of the 24th of June; and by their dif-

orderly
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orderly behavior afterwards, whilft they
were difperfed, and intent only on plun-
der, was retaken by a handful of the
Nabob’s people, the next day at noon ;
after which lofs, the gentlemen of the
factory, with the fcattered - remains of
the army, retired a-crofs the river, and
were thereall deftroyed ortaken prifoners.

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Coflim
Allee Cawn to the Governor. Dated
June 28, 1763.

. IN my heart T believed Mr. Ellis to

be my inveterate enemy, but from
his actions, I now find he was inwardly
my fricnd, as appears by this ftep, which
he has added to the others, Like a night
robber he affaulted the Kella of Patna ;
robbed and plundered the bazar, and all
the merchants and .inhabitants of the
city, ravaging and f(laying from the
morning, to the third pahr (afternoon.)

When 1 requefted of you 2 or 300 muf-

kets laden in boats, you would not con-

fent toit. ‘This unhappy man, in con-

{equence of his inward friendthip, fa-

- vored
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vored me in this fray and flaughter,
with all the mufkets and cannon of his
army, and is himfelf relieved and eafed
from his burthen. Since it was never
my defire to injure the affairs of the
Company, what ever lofs may have been
occafioned by this unhappy man to my-
felf, in this tumult, I pafs over: but
_ you, gentlemen, muft anfiver for any in-
jury, which the Company’s affairs have
fuffered ; and fince you have unjuftly and
cruclly ravaged the city, and deftroyed
the people, and plundered effe@s to the
value of lacks of rupees; it becomes the
juftice of the Company to make repara-
tion to the poor, as formerly was done
for Calcutta. You, gentlemen, are won-
derful friends; having made a treaty, to
which you pledged the name of Jefus
Chrift ; you took from me a country, to
pay the expences of your army, with the
condition, that your troops thould al-
ways attend me, and promote my affairs.
In effe@, you keep up a force for my de-
firuction ; fince, from their hand, fuch
events have procecded, I am entirely of

opinion,
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epinion, that the Company fhould favor
me in caufing to be delivered to me the
rents for three years of my country. Be-
fides this, for the violences and oppref-
fions exercifed by the Englith gomaftahs
for feveral years pafts, in the territories
of the Nizamut, and the large fums ex-
torted, and the loffes occafioned by them,
it is proper and juft that the Company
make reftitution at this time. This is
all the trouble you need take; in the
fame manner as you took Burdwan and
the other lands, you muft favor me in
refigning them.” '

THi1s was followed by a note from the
gentlemen at Coflimbuzar, dated the
night of the 4th of July, informing us,
that the faory was furrounded by a nu-
merous force, and that they expeéted an
attack the next morning.

Tue Nabob’s letter putting it out of
all doubt, that our troops at Patna, which
confifted of a great part of our force,
were entirely defeated, and the war be-
coming thereby more ferious than had

been -
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been expeéted; that no appearance of
difunion amongft ourfelves might hurt
the public fervice, I now refolved to fet
my name to the declaration of war, and
the treaty with Meer Jaffier, in which T
had before declared my intention to have
no fhare. This I accordingly did, having
firft explained the motives for this change
in my conduét, in the following minute,
delivered in the confultation of the 8th
of July.
The Prefident’s Minute.

« Tux Prefident (fenfible thatit will be
more for the public fervice, we thould
appear unanimous in every meafure now
entered upon, for profecuting the war a-
gainft Coffim Allee Cawn with the ut-
moft vigor, and fupporting the alliance
with Jaffier Allee Cawn, to re-eftablith
him in the government ; and particular-
ly, that it will be a fatisfadtion to the
Nabob Jaffier Allec Cawn) confents to
fign the proclamation, and all other
public deeds, which fhall be made in
confequence ; now recording once for all,

e that he does not mean hereby to preju-
dice
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dice his formerdeclarations and opinions,
entered on the confultations.”

In the fame fentiments, I was joined
by Mr. Haftings (the only member who
had oppofed the claims of the reft of the
Board upon the Nabob, and the proceed-
ings which brought on the war) in the
following minute.

Mr. Haftings’s Minute.

“ It is long fince I forboded that our
difputes with the Nabob would termi-
nate in an open rupture; but as from the
ill opinion which I had of his ftrength,
I expected that our contention with him
would be of a very thort duration, nor
otherwife affec the interefls of the Com-
pany, than in the future ill confequen-
ces of a broken and difordered ftate ; and
as I had not the fame tie upon me with
the Prefident, in refpect to any military
charge, it was my refolution, as foon ag
a war fhould be declared, to refign the
Company’s fervice ; being unwilling, on
the one hand, to join in giving authority
to paft meafirres, of which Tdifapproved;

and
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and to a new eftablithment, which I
judged detrimental to the honor and in-
tereits of the Company : and apprehen-
five, on the other, that my continuance
at the Board, might [erve only to preju-
dice, rather than advance the good of
the fervice, in keeping alive, by my pre-
fence, the difputes which have fo long
difturbed our Councils, and retarding
the public bufinefs by continual diffents
and protefts. But fince our late melan-
choly advices, give us reafon to appre-
hend a dangerous and troublefome war ;
and from the unparallelled acts of bar-
barity and treachery, with which it has
opened on the part of the Nabob, it be-
comes the duty of every Britifh fubjet
to unite in the fupport of the common
caufe, it is my intention to join my en-
deavors for the good of the fervice, not
only as long as the war fhall laft, but as
as the troubles confequent from it
may endanger cither the Company’s af-
" fairs, or the fafety of this coleny. Oa
the {ame principle, and to remove every
- appearance of difunionamongft ourfelves,
I will
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I will freely fet my hand to the declara-
tion publifhed by the Board, though I
ftill abide by the fentiments which I have
all along exprefled, of the meafures
taken in the courfe of all our difputes
with the Nabob, hereby confirming all
that I have declared in my former pro-
tefts and minutes, which ftand upon re-
cord in our confultations.”

I suarLL go back to relate the pro-
ceedings of the Board, in forming the
new treaty of alliance with Jaffier Allee
Cawn. A committee having been ap-
pointed to draw up the articles of this
treaty, delivered in their propofals, in
the confultation of the 6th of July, as
follows.

Articles of the Treaty with Meer Jaffier
Allee Cawn.

“ FirsT, To confirm to the Company
the ceffion of the provinces of Burdwan;
Midnapoor and Chittagong, made by
Meer Coffim,either by jagheeree, funnuds,
o fuch deeds as may fecure the property

of
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of them, in the ftrongeft manner, to the
Company for ever.

SeconpLy, To ratify and confirm to
the Englith, the privilege granted by
their Firmaun, and feveral hufbulhook-
ums, of carrying on their trade by means
of their own duftuck, free from all du-
ties, taxes and impofitions, inall parts
of the country, excepting the article of
falt, on which, according to a refolution
already taken, weagree to pay 2 duty of
two and a half per cent. on the Rowana
or Hoogly market price.

TuirpLy, That he do grant to the
Company, the exclufive right of purcha-
fing the falt-petre of the province of
Poorneea ; that he do alfo grant to them,
for the fpace of five years, the fole pri-
vilege of making chunam, in the pro-
vince of Silhett ; half whereof fhall be
delivered to the fougedar there, for theNa-
bob’s ufe, at the rate which the prime
coft and charges may amount to.

FourTury, That the troops of the
Englifh army fhall always be ready to
be employed in the fervice of the Na- g

Vor. IIL Z * .. bob,
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bob, for the fupport of his government,
and the defence of his country ; the Na-
bob on his part fhall agree, that he
will maintain in his pay, no greater num-
ber of troops than 6000 horfe, and 12000
effective foot, for the proteétion  of his
frontiers, and colletion of his revenues.

Firrury, That wherever he fhall
think proper to fix his court, he fhall
agree to a body of our forces being al-
ways cantoned near his perfon, for the
fecurity thereof, and protection of his
government ; and that a Company’s fer-
vant fhall refide at his court, to tranfact
any affairs between the Company and the
government.

SixTuLY, That the late perwannahs
iued out by Coffim Allee Cawen, grant-
ing to all merchants the exemption of all
duties for the fpace of two years, fhall be
teverfed and called in, as they are detri-
mental to the revenues of the govern-
ment, and highly deftru@ive of the im-
munities enjoyed by the Company from
their Firmaun.

# SEVENTHLY, That the Nabob fhall

engage
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engage to caufe the rupees coined in Cal-
cutta, to pafs in every refpect throughout
his government without any deduction,
equally the fame with the rupees ftruck
in his own mint.

EicaTury, That he fhall defray all
the expences and lofs accruing to the
Company from the war, and ftoppage of
their inveftment, and reimburfe to all
private perfons, the amount of the au-
thenticated loffes, which they may fuf-
tain in their trade in the country.

NintuLy, That for the former pur-
pofe, he fhall give thirty lacks of rupees ;
for the latter, ten lacks of rupees.

TenTrLY, Thatthe moftauthentic ac-
count of thefe lofles fhall be laid before
a committee of the Board; and that all
fums of money, which may exceed the
lofles fuftained by the Company.and pri-
vate perfons, fhall be faithfully reftored
to the Nabob.

Ergventury, That whatever trea-
fure or effects may be feized at Mon-
gheer or elfewhere, belonging to Coffim

Allee Cawn, the Nabob fhall be putin &
Z 2 pofieflion
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pofleflion of, to enable him to make
good the ftipulations in the ninth article.
TwerrTHLY, Thatif we fhould not
be fo fortunate as to feize Coffim Allee
Cawn’s treafure and effeéts, the Nabob
fhall affign over the revenues of certain
lands formaking good the fums ftipulated.
TrIRTEENTHLY, That the treaty en-
tered into between the Nabob and the
Dutch, in the year 1760, to which we,
by the defire of both parties, figned as
guarantees, fhall, after his reftoration to
the government, be renewed ; and with
regard to the French, he fhall engage,
that when they come to re-eftablith
themfelves in Bengal, they fhall not be
permitted to build forts, or keep upany
forces, or hold any territories whatever,
exclufive of their trading facories.”

I smary add what followed in the
words of the confultation.

“Tue foregoing articles, the com-
mittee are of opinion, may be included
in a public treaty to be ratified between
us and the Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier

: STt Allee
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Allee Cawn Behader, and would fur-
ther recommend, thata method be fet-
tled with him for determining {uch dif-
putes in trade, as may arife between the
Englith agents and gomaftahs, in the
different parts of the country, and the
officers of the government.

AGREED, that major Adams, major
Carnac, and Mefl. Batfon and Cartier,
be appointed & deputation to wait on the
Nabob Meer Jaffier, to acquaint him
with our refolutionin his favor, and the
fubftance of thefe articles, and report his
anfwer to the Board; and if he {hould
accept of the government, on the terms
therein contained, to recommend to him
to ufe his intereft in gaining over fuch of
the country people, as may be attached to
his caufe, and particularly to appoint
proper officers for colleéting the reve-
nues of the provinces, which lie at hand
for us to take immediate poflefiion of.

The Prefident’s Minute.

Tue Prefident on this occafion mi-

autes, that having already declared he

thould not be a party to this or any other
" e R T
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treaty, which might be made with the
country powers, he remained neuter to
the queftion, with refpeét tothe propriety
of the articles propofed ; yet, as his opi-
nion has been afked upon them, he de-
clares, that he can fee no objection to
any of the articles, excepting the fecond,
which he has already given his ‘opinion,
extends the privileges of our private
trade beyond the true intent and mean-
ing of our Firmaun, beyond what is
confiftent with the Englith reputation in
the country, and with a good under-
ftanding with the Nabob; and this with-
out any benefit to the Company.  Fur-
ther, that he does not at profent recol-
le& any thing to be added to the articles,
whichismaterial to theCompany's fervice.

Mz. HasTinNGs's opinion being like-
wife required on the articles, he deliver-
ed it in writing as follows.

Mr. I'iaf'tings'.r Minute.

I pEcLARE my diffent from the trea-
ty propofed to Meer Jaffier, and think,
that if his refforation to his juft rights
be the point aimed at in it, there is a

mani-
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manifeft injuftice and inconfiftency, in
exacting his compliance with new terms
not mentioned in the original agreement
with him ; notwithftanding, as my opi-
nion upon the feveral articles now before
the Board is required, I fhallfreely give
it, but as a neutral member only, for
the good of the Company, whofe in-
terefts may be eflentially affected by them.

First, I agree materially with the
Grit article, but think, that the lands
(hould be fully made over to the Com-
pany by treaty, and not by jaghecree
. fannuds; the firft conveying a certain
property, and the latter leaving them
ftill dependent.

SeconpLY, 1 difapprove of the fe-.
cond article for the reafons given by the
Prefident.

TuirpLY, I think the monopoly of
the Poornea falt-petre, an acquifition ve-
ry trifling for the Company, and likely
" to diftrefs the Nabob greatly, by depri-
ving him entirely of one of the principal
neceffaries of life.

FourTuLY and Fifthly, To make the

Z 4 Nabob
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Nabob an ufeful ally; and not a meer
inftrument in the hands of the Company,
for the exercife of their own power, it is
my opinion, that a larger body of horfe
might be maintained by him, than the
number to which it is propofed to limit
him, tho’ that may ferve when he is at
peace, and in no apprehenfion from an
cnemy ; but that the foot (an ufelefs and
expenfive rabble) be entirely excluded
from his army, and only a few kept up
to be employed in the colleétion of his
revenues, where only they can be of
fervice.

For the real purpofes of war, he can
need no other infantry than ours ; and
his own army, confifting only of horfe,
and . unincnbered by the diforderly -
crowd of Peons and Burgundafles, with
their baggage and train following them,
will be more under the command of their
leader, and may a& with greater advan-
tage in conjunction with our forces,

- SixTHLY, Tho'I oppofed the demand
made on the prefent Nabob, to reverfe
the decree pafied by him for a free trade,

as
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as an encroachment on his rights, and a.
breach of our own treaty ; yet, I think
it may with propriety be made an arti-
cle in the new treaty, tho' the ftrict ex-
ecution of fuch an érder, muft of necef-
fity be left to the Nabob’s own pleafure.

SevenNTHLY, I judge the Nabob's or-
der infufficient to enforce the currency
of the Calcutta ficcas ; but it may with
propriety be infifted on, as it may ferve
as a juft pretence for regulating the coin
of the country in general, when ever the
Board may have leifure, in conjunction
with the Nabob, to refume the fubjett ;
and upon this, my opinionin few words
is, that the only effeCtual regulation to
anfwer equally the purpoleg of commerce
and the revenues, would Be to firike off
the batta entirely, on all rupees of the
Bengal ftandard, and Tabolith the perni-
cious cuftom of lowering the value of
TIJP'ECS ﬂ?ﬂ‘ry ?ﬂﬂf- .

Tue other articles appear to me very
proper, nor do any other occur to me,
that ought to be added to them.

THE
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Tre gentlemen now withdrawing
from the Board to wait on the Nabob ;

Acreep, that we adjourn till the
evening.”

«“ At a Confiltation of the Evening of
July 6, 1763.
Presext

TheHon. Hen, Vanfittart, Efq; Prefident,

Thomas Adams, Efq;
John Carnae, Efq;
William Billers, Efq;
John Cartier, Efg;
Warren Haitings, E(g;
Randolph Marriott, Efg;
Hugh Watts, Efg;

Tae gentlemen, who waited as depu-
ties on the Nabob, report to the Board,
that they malfe known to him the refo-
lution of Council in his favor, and endea-
vored to give him a general knowledge of
the articles which it is thought requifite
he fhould agree to, as alfo of the other
circumftances which were recommend-
ed by the Board. To the whale, he in
general terms replied, that he affented to
refume the government; but that before
he would determine on particulars, or

enter
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enter upon bufinefs, he defired to have
delivered to him a copy of the articles in
the Perfian language, and that we would
comply with the two following requefts.
Firft, To fecure the'perfon of Coja Pe-
trus, and have him taken up with the
army, as he may be made the means of
carrying on a correfpondence with his
brother. Secondly, To permit him to
take into his fervice Nundcoomar, as his
muttafeddee, toafiift him in commencing
and carrying on the bufinefs.

IT being neceffary therefore, that the
Board fhould determine immediately on
thefe requefts, for the benefit of forward-
ing the bufinefs with the Nabob, their
opinions, with regard to Nundcoomar,
were firft colleCted asf g

The Prefident's Opinion.

WitH refpeé to the appointment of
Nundcoomar for the Nabob’s muttafed-
dee, the Prefident defires his opinion may
be minuted, that from the knowledge he
has had of Nundcoomar fince he came to
‘Bengal, he thinks him a dangerous man,
and not fit to be trufted; but that he

does
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does not think it is in his power to dif-

fent from the Nabob's taking whom he

pleafes, orindeed, that it is neceffary, as

he will # not be 2 party in the treaty.
Mr. Watts’s Opinion.

M-r. WaTTs has no objections to the
Nabob’s appointing Nundcoomar to be
his muttafeddee.

Myr. Marriott's Opinion.’

Mgr. Marr1oTT is of opinion with
the Prefident, that Nundcoomar is not
a man fit to be trufted, but that if the
Nabob infifts upon it, he muft be allowed
to appoint him. That he looks upon
Roydoolub, in many refpeéts, as a more
proper perfon, if thro’ the perfuafion of
the gentle in the deputation, the
Nabob could: be prevailed upon to ap-
point him. 2

Myr. Haftings’s Opinion.

Mgr. HasTings is of the fame opi-

nion with the Prefident, in regard to

Nund-

* It is to be obferved, that this declaration was

made the 6th of July—My refolution to fign the

proceedings with Meer Jaffier, was not till the Sth,

altho” in the courfe of this narrative, it is firlt men-
tioned, page 333.
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Nundcoomar’s charafter, but leaves it
to the other gentlemen to take what
_meafures they pleafe, for the fecurity of
the future eftablifhment.

My, Cartier's Opinion.

Mg. CarTier is of Mr. Watt’s o-
pinion.

My, Billers's Opinion,

Mg. Birrers is of Mr. Marriott’s
opinion.

Major Carnac's Opinion.

Major CARNAC 1 of opinion, that
Roydoolub would be a more proper per-
fon, as having more influence in the
country ; and therefore’thinks the gen-
tlemen in the deputation fhould men-
tion him to the Nabob; ®ut as he ap-
prehends he (the Nabob) will ftill infift
upon appointing Nundcoomar, that he
cannot be refufed him.

Major Adams’s Opinian.

Major Apams has no knowledge
himfelf of the intrigues of Nundcoomar,
but from his general charader, given
him by gentlemen who know him better,
he thinks, if the Nabob would difpenfe

: with
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with him, it would be more proper;

yet, if the neceflity of the times may

make his fervices requifite to the Nabob,

and he infifts on appointing him, he

thinks that we cannot refufe.

Sum of the Opinions and Refolutions in
Confequence.

It being thus refolved, that if the
Nabob fhould be fill defirous of ap-
pointing Nundcoomar his muttafeddee,
it fhall be admitted him.

AGRreEDp, that Nundcoomar be in
fuch cafe releafed from his confinement®,

Nexr, in refped to the Nabob's re-

queft, regarding Petrus.
The Prefident's Opinion.

Tue Prefident is of opinion it may be
complied with, fo far as to fend him up
with the army, but that he fhould be
under no reftraint ; becaufe he thinks the
appearance of Petrus’s being employed
by us, would be a means of fowing a

jealoufy between the Nabob and Petrus’s
' f brother ;

* He was in confinement, for having forwarded
3 corrcfpondence between the Shahzada and the
Governor of Pondicherry during the French war.
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brother ; and, on the contrary, appre-
hends that confinement, or any other fe-
verity exercifed towards Petrus, from
being reported to the Nabob with exag-
gerations, as is always the cafe, might
be the caufe of a worfe treatment to our
gentlemen, whoare inthe Nabob’s hands.
He thinks further, that Petrus, before
he goes, fhould take the oath of allegi-
ance to the King of Great Britain, and
an oath of fidelity to the Company, in
order to fubject him more regularly to
our laws, in cafe of his failing in hisdu-
ty. That we fhall have in our hands all
the fecurity, which it isin a man’s pow-
er to give ; namely, his wife and fami-
ly, and houfes apd effeéts, to a greata-
mount ; and if he fhould refolve to for-
feit all thefe, and perjure himfelf, leav-
ing the army, and going over to the Na-
bob, the Prefident laftly thinks, that
it is not in his power to do us any pre-
judice ; and therefore that by this method
of treating him good may come, but
no harm.

Mzsnzuns Watts, Marriott, Haf-

tings,
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ings, Cartier and Billers, are of the fame
opinion.
Major Carnac’s Opinion.
Major CARNAC is very indifferent
whether Petrus go with the army, or
remain in Calcutta; but thinks in either
cafe, as he is of fo near a relation, as
that of a brother to the perfon, who has
the chief direGion of the Nabab’s af-
fairs, and therefore juitly to be fufpect-
ed of being a well-wither to him, his per-
fon ought to be fecured, to prevent his
giving any intelligence of our prepara-
tions ; and, moreover, the major believes
his detention may be ameans of engaging
Coja Gregory to ufe his influence with
his mafter, for the prefervation of our
gentlemen now in his power, for fear
we fhould retaliate upon his brother. He
does not think any fecurity can be given
by Petrus, fufficient to juftify us in giv-
ing him his liberty. As to his family,
. tho' left with us, he is convinced we will
not hurt them; and with regard to what-
ever effets he may have at Calcutta, the
Nabob can more than compenfate him
for the lofs of them. Major
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Major Adams’s Opinion.

Major Apams thinks Petrus fhould
go with the army, but that he {hould
be put under proper reftraint.

Refolution of the Board.

IT is therefore refolved, that Coja
Petrus fhall be fent with the army, and
that he fhall be under no reftraint ; but
that major Adams be directed to keep
fuch an eye over his aétions, and make
fuch ufe of him, as he fhall judge necel-
fary for the good of the fervice.”

Tue arguments produced in thecourfe
of this dcbate, will thew how far the -
public fervice was concerned in Nund-
coomar’s advancement, and Petrus’s dil-
grace. To me the propofal cvidently
appeared, as it probably will to the
world, only as the firft difplay of the tri-
umph of an unrelenting faction. I have
already taken notice, in the courfe of
this narrative, of the prejudices which
were raifed againft Coja Petrus, and his
brother Goorgheen Cawn, from the fa-
vors {hewn by the Nabob to the latter,

Vou. III. Aa - who
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who was in his fervice, and derived from
him to Coja Petrus.

Maxy attempts had been made.to
render Petrus obnoxious to our govern-
ment ; and he had probably fuffered the
greateft difgraces, if not worfe confe-
quences, had I not protected him, know-
ing the afperfions thrown upon him to
be utterly groundlefs, and the paffionate
invectives againft Armenianinfelence and
authority, meer artifices to keep alive.
the flame of party. Tho' I was perfuad-
ed, in my own mind, that it was the
“fame {pirit which dictated to the Nabob
Meer Jaffier the propofal, yet as it was
urged with the pretence of promoting
the public fervice, I confented to it, with
the exception to his being kept a prifo-
ner, and the majority of the members
came into the fame opinion.

A's to Nundcoomar, he had hitherto
made himfelf remarkable for nothing but
a feditious and treacherous difpofition,
which had led him to perpetrate the
meflt atrocious alts againft our govern-
ment, having been detected and convic-

ted
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ted by the voice of the whole Board, in
encouraging and affifting our enemies in
their defigns againft Bengal ; taking the
opportunity of the indulgence granted
him, of living in Calcutta, under the
Company'’s prote&ion, to make himfelf
the channel for carrying on a correfpon-
dence between the Governor of Pondi-
cherry, and the Shahzada then at war
with us. During the fubahfhip of Jaffier
Allee Cawn, he had diftinguithed him-
felf by fomenting quarrels between him
and the Prefidency. After the promo-
tion of Coffim Allee Cawn, he became
as active, but with greater fuccefs, in in- -
venting plots, and raifing jealoufiesagaint
him. This gave him an afcendency over
{fome of the members of the Board, and
made him a party object; by which, and
an unparallelled perfeverance, - he was
enabled to fet the whole community in
a flame. Such was the man whom the
Nabob chofe for the adminiftration of
his affairs, and whofe exaltation to this
rank, he made a condition of his accep-
tance of the fubahthip.

Aaz 7 Tue
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Thue articles of the treaty having been
fent to the Nabob, were returned with
the following alterations, which were a-
greed to by the Board, for the reafons an-
nexed.

The Nabob’s Objeitions to the Articles.

“In article 2d, he objeéts to the
words, ¢ that the three provinces fhall
¢ be invelted in the Company for ever,”
alledging, that in faét it is not material
to the Company; as any future Nabob,
who was inclined and able to difpute the
Company's poffefiions, might infift it was
a ceffion which he had no right to make;
* and that the fame might be objeéted to
his prejudice by the King, if he comes
to be eftablifhed at Delly ; and therefore
defires the article may run as formerly,
for defraying the expences of the Englith
‘.'11'1'11}7. :

In article 4th, he defires he may
have half the produce of the Poorneea
falt-petre, for the ufe of his own Sircar.

I article 6th, he increafes the num-
ber of his forces to 12,000 horfe, and
12,000 foot, on account of the addition

of
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of territory, by the reduction of Boud-
gepoor and Betteea countries ; and adds,
that in cafe of troubles, he may take
‘more into his fervice, with the confent
of the Governor and Council.
~In article 7th, he refufes to ftipulate,
that a body of Englifh troops fhould al-
ways attend him, alledging, that it im-
plied a fufpicion of his friendfhip, and
good intentions towards us, would be
extremely prejudicial to his, as well as
our bufinefs ; and therefore infifted, that
it fhould ftand, that fuch a number of
troops as he, at any time fhould defire,
{hould be fent to attend him.”

Tur fame, with his reafons affigned,
were maturely confideredand debated on.

Refolution of the Board.

« Tue Board are unanimoufly of opi-
nion, that they fhould be agreed to, be-
caufe they think the three firft altera-
tions which the Nabob has made, for the
reafons given, are very juft ; and that the
other being an alteration which he pofi-
tively ‘refufed to reverfe, it is thought
better not to infift upon it, for fear of
giving him diftruft; efpecially, as the

Aaj prefent
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prefent fituation of affairs (which rens
ders the Nabob's prefence at the city, as
foon as poffible, abfolutely neceﬂ'ary}
will not admit of time being wafted in
difcufling them further.

Ox the 11th, the treaty was conclu-
ded, and interchanged with the Nabob
Jaffier Allee Cawn, who, at the fame
time, prefented a paper of demands, to be
engaged toon the part of the Company,
and it was fubferibed to accordingly.
The following are copies of both.”

Articles of a Treaty and Agreement, con-
cluded between the Governor and Coun-
el of Fort William, on the Part of
the Englith Eaft India. Company; and
the Nabob Shujaa-ool-mooelk Hiffam o
Dowla Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn
Behader Mohabut Jung.

On the Part of the Company.
v W E engage to reinflate the Nabob
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn
Behader, in theSubahdarree of the pro-
vinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa, by
the depofal of Meer Mahomed Coffim
Cawn;
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Cawn ; and the effed@s, treafure, jewels,
8ce. belonging to Meer Mahomed Cof-
fint Cawn, which fhall fall into our
hands, fhall be deliverced up to the Na-
bob afore-named.
On the Part of the Nabob.

FirsT, The treaty which 1 formerly
concluded with the Company, upon my
acceffion to the Nizamut, engaging to
regard the honor and reputation of the
Company, their Governor and Council as
my own,granting perwannahs forthe cur-
rency of the Company’s trade, the fame
treaty 1 now confirm and ratify.

SeconpLy, Ido grant and confirm
to the Company, for defraying the ex-
pences of their troops, the chucklas of
Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chittagong,
which were before ceded for the fame
purpofe. :

TuirpLy, 1 do ratify and confirm to
the Englifh, the privilege granted them
by their firmaan, and feveral hufbul-
hookums, of carrying on their trade by
means of their own duftucks, free from
all duties, taxes and impofitions, in all

Aag4 parts
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parts of the country, excepting the ar-
ticle of falt, on which a duty of two and
a half per cent. is to be levied on the
Rowana or Hoogly market price.

FourTuvry, I give to the Company
half the falt-petre, which is produced
in the country of Poorneea, which their
gomaftahs fhall fend to Calcutta; the
other half fhall be collected by my fou-
gedar, for the ufe of my offices ; and I
will fuffer no other perfon to make pur-
chafes of this article in that country.

Fietuvy, In the chucla of Silhet for
the fpace of five years, commencing with
the Bengal year 1170, my fougedar, and
the Company’s gomaftah, .hall jointly
prepare Chunam, of which each fhall
defray half the expences; and half the
Chunam fo made, thall be given to the
Company, and the other half fhall be for
my ufe.

Sixtury, I will maintain twelve
thoufand horfe, and twelve thoufand foot
in the three provinces; and if there
fhould be occafion for more, the num-
ber {hall be increafed proportionably to

the
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the emergency. Befides thefe, the force
of the Englith Company fhall always at-
‘tend me when they are wanted.

SeveENTHLY, Wherever I fhall fix my

court, either at Moorfhedabad or elfe-
where, I will advife the Governor and
Council ; and whatever number of Eng-
lith forces I may have occafion for, in the
management of my affairs, I will de-
mand them, and they fhall be allowed
me ; and an Englifh gentleman fhall re-
fide with me, to tranfaét all affairs be-
tween me and the Company; and a per-
{on fhall alfo refide on my part at Cal-
cutta, to negotiate with the Governor
and Counecil.
- Ereuruiy, The late perwannah iffued
by Coffim Allee Cawn, granting to all
merchants the exemption of all duties, for
the fpace of two years, thall be reverfed
and called in, and the duties collected as
before.

Nintury, I will caufe the rupees,
coined in Calcutta, to pafs in every ref-
peét equal to the ficcasof Moorfhedabad,
without any deduction of batta; and

whoioever
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whofoever fhall demand batta fhall be
punifhed.

Textary, Iwill give thirty lacks of
rupees to defray all the expences and lofs
accruing to the Company, from the war
and ftoppage of their inveftment ; and I
will reimburfe to all private perfons the
amount of fuch lofles, proved before the
Governor and Council, as they may fuf-
tain in their trade in the country; if I
fhould not be able to difcharge this in
ready money, I will give aflignments of
land for the amount.

ErevenTtary, T will confirm and re-
new the treaty which I formerly made
with the Dutch. .

TweLrTHLY, If the Frenchcome into
the country, I will not allow them to
ere any fortifications, maintain forces,
orhold lands, zemindarrees, &c. but they
fhall pay tribute, and carry on their
trade as in former times.

THIRTEENTHLY, Some regulations
fhall be hereafter fettled between us, for
deciding all difputes. which may arife
between the Englifh agents and gomaf-

tahs
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tahs in the different parts of the country,
and my officers.

In teftimony whereof, we the fard
Governorand Council havefet our hands,
and affixed the feal of the Company to
one part hereof; and the Nabob afore-
named, hath fet his hand and feal to a-
nother part hereof ; which were mutu-
ally done, and interchanged at Fort Wil-
liam, the roth day of July, 1764.

(Signed) Henry Vanfittart,
John Carnac,
William Billers,
John Cartier,
Warren Haftings,
Randolph Marriott,
Hugh Watts.”

Demands made on the Part of the Nabob
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, o zbe
Governor and Caouncil, at the Time. of

Signing the Treaty. ; .
= FIR ST, I formerly acquainted the
Company with the particulars of

my own affairs, andereceived from them
repeated letters of encouragement with

' ' prefents.
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prefents. I now make this requeft, that
you will write in a proper manner to the
Company, and alfo to the King of Eng-
land, the particulars of our friendfhipand
union ; and procure for me writings of
cncouragement, that mymind may be af-
fured from that quarter, that no breach
may ever happen between me and the
Englith; and that every Governor and
Counfellor, .and Chief, who are here,
or may hereafter come, may be well dif-
pofed and attached to me.

SecoNDLY, Since all the Englifh gen-
tlemen, affured of my friendly difpofi-
tion to the Company, confirm me in the
Nizamut; I requeft, that to whateverI
may at any time write, they will give
their credit and affent, nor regard the
ftories of defigning men to my prejudice,
that all my affairs may go on with fuc-
cefs, and no. occafion may arife for jea-
loufy or ill-will between us. :

TuirDLY, Let no protetion be given,
by any of the Englifh gentlemen, toany
of my dependents, fn may fly for fhel-
ter to Calcutta, or other of your diftriéts;

but
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but let them be delivered up to me on
demand. I fhall ftri&ly enjoin all my
fougedars and aumils on all accounts, to
afford affiftance and countenance to fuch
of the gomaftahs of the Company, as at-
tend to the lawful trade of their facto-
ries; and if any of the faid gomaftahs
{hall 2& otherwife, let them be checked
in fuch a manner, as may be an example
to others. _
FourTary, From the neighborhood
of Calcutta to Hoogly, and many of the
perganzhs bordering upon each other,
it happens, that on complaints being
made, people go againft the taalookdars,
reiats, and tenants of my towns, to the
Pfcjudice of the bufinefs of the Sircar;
wherefore, let ftrié orders be given, that
no peons be fent from Calcutta on the
complaint of any one, upon my taalook-
_dars or tepants; but on fuch occafions,
Jet application be made tome, or the Naib
of the fougedarree of Hoogly, that the
country may be fubjet to no lofs or de-
vaftation. And ifany of the merchants
and traders which belonged to the bux-
bunder
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bunder and azimgunge, and have fettled
in Calcutta, fhould be defirous of re-
turning to Hoogly, and carrying on their
bufine(s there as formerly, let no one
moleft them. Chandernagore, and the
French fatory, was prefended to me by
colonel Clive, and given by me in charge
to Ameer Beg Cawn. For this reafon,
let ftrict orders be given, that no Englifh
gentlemen exercife any authority therein,
but that it remain as formerly, under the
. jurifdiétion of my people.

FieruLy, Whenever I may demand
any forces from the Governor and Coun-
cil for my affiftance, let them be imme-
diately fent to me, and no demand made
on me for their expences.

Tue demands of the Nabob Shujaa-
ool Moolk Hiflam, o Dowla Meer
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Behader
Mohabut Jung, written in five arti-
cles.  We the Prefident and Coun-
cil of the Englith Company do a-
gree, and fet our hands to, in Fort
William, the 10th of July, 1*;6}3' :

® Signed, &c.

: Having
* Majors Adams and Carnac.abfent,
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Having related all the material tranf-
aétions with Meer Coflim, from his ad-
vancement to the fubahfhip, till the pe-
riod in which he was no longer regard-
ed by us as the governor of thefe pro-
vinces, 1 fhall refer the reader to the
accounts already publifhed of the opera-
tions of the war, which are foreign to
the purpofe of this work. It will fuf-
fice here to fay, that by the fuperior cou-
rage and difcipliné of our troops, and
the admirable condu& and aivity of
major Adams their commander, the war
was brought to a conclufion, by the ex-
pulfion of Meer Coffim beyond the Ca-
ramnafla, in about five months from its
commencement, with little lofs, befides
that of the unhappy prifoners who fell |
into Meer Coffim’s hands at the begin-
ning of the troubles, and were put to
death at Patna by his orders, on the
sth of O&ober. With fome particulars
of that dreadful cataftrophe, I fhall con-
clude this narrative.

Tne firlt intimation of fuch a defign,
we received in a letter from Meer Coffim
tomajor Adams, a few days after the at-

tack
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tack of the entrenchments at Qodwa
Nullah ; the following is an exact tranf-
. lation of it. .

Tranflation of a Letter ﬁm Coffim Allee
Cawn to Major Adams. Dated Sep-
tember 9, 1763. '

- HAT for thefe three months
you havé been laying wafte the

King’s country with your forces, what
authority have you? If you are in pof-
feflion of any royal Sunnud for my dif-
miffion, you ought to fend me either the
original, or a copy of it, that having
feen it, and fhewn it to my army, I may
quit this country, and repair to the pre-
fence of his Majefty. Altho’ I have in
no refpeét intended any breach of pub-
lic faith, yet Mr. Ellis, regarding not
treaties or engagements, in violation of
public faith, proceeded againft me with
treachery and night-affaults.  All my
people then believed that no peace or
terms now remained with the Englith,
and that, wherever they could be found,
it was their duty to kill them. With
~ this
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this opinion it was, that the aumils of
Moorfhedabad killed Mr. Amyatt, but
it was by no means agreeable to me, that
that gentleman fhould be killed. On
this account I write ; if you are refolved
on your own authority to proceed in this
bufinefs, know for a certainty, that I
will cut off the heads of Mr. Ellis and
the reft of your chiefs, and fend them
to you. "

Exurt not upon the fuccefs which
you have gained merely by treachery
and night-affaults, in two or three places,
over a few jemmatdars fent by me. By
the will of God, you fhall fee in what
manner this fhall be revenged and re-
taliated.” :

Tae threats contained in this letter,
did not give me any great apprehenfion
at the time, as it'was a natural and ob-
vious policy in the Nabob, to make ufe
of the advantage which he had in his
hands, to intimidate us to a compliance
with his terms; and to execute thofe
threats, would be to deprive himfelf of

Vou, I1L Bb that
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that advantage, without any equivalent
gained for it. As Meer Coffim had ne-
ver fhewn any marks of a cruel difpofi-
tion, there could be no fufficient reafon
to fulpe@ him of a defign, to make a
wanton facrifice of fo many lives to his
revenge, much lefs to involve thofe in
the fame fate, who could in no refpect
be regarded by him as objets of his re-
fentment.

It was, however, in his power to ex-
ecute the worft of what he threatened ;
and the moft proper argument to di-
vert him from fuch a refolution, I judged,
was to fet before his eyes the horror, as
well as inutility of the a, and the guilt
and infamy which would attend it. This
I.did in the following letter, which I
wrote to hun upon this occafion, with
the advice and confent of the Council.

Copy
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Copy of a Letter from the Governar (9
Coflim Allee Cawn. Dated Septem-
ber 17, 1763- :

«« T Have received from major Adams

the copy of your letter to him,
dated the laft of Seffer. Mr. Amyatt and

Mr. Hay were fent to you as ambaffadors,

a title facred among all nations; yet, in

violation of that title, you caufed Mr.

Amyatt to be attacked and killed on his

return, after having given him'your pafl-

ports; and Mr. Hay you unjuftly keptasa
prifoner with you. You furrounded and
attacked our faétory at Coffimbuzar, and
carried away our gentlemen from thence
prifoners, in a moft difgraceful manner
to Mongheer, altho” they had no con-
cern in the war, nor refifted your people.

In like manner, in all other garts you at-

tacked the Englithagents who were carry-

ingontheirtrade quietly; fomeyou killed,
and fome were carried away prifoners,
and their cffe@s were every where plun-
dered. After thefe proceedings, do you
afk for what reafon major Adams was
fent with an army ? You know the laws

Bb 2 : of
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of God and man ; as you had declared
you wonld turn the Englith out of the
country, and had proceeded as far as you
could towards it, it became neceffary for
us to take meafures for our own defence,
and for the care of our own reputation.
Thanks be to God, that fuccefs has at-
tended our army thus far, and they will
continue their march in the fime manner
as far as the Caramnaffa, that the coun-
try may be freed from difturbances, and
the inhabitants relieved from the horrors
of war ; and altho’ we are fhocked, as
muft all people of all religions and all
nations, at the revenge which you threat-
en to take upon the lives of our chiefs,
who have been unfortunately and unjuft-
ly taken prifoners by you ; yet, the ho-
nor of our nation, and the interefts of
the Company, will not be facrificed to
this confideration, nor the operations
of our army ftopped. To put prifoners
of war to death, is an a& which will ap-
pear fhocking and unlawful, not only to
Chriftians and Muffulmen, but to the
moft barbarous Pagans ; fuch fentiments

are
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are no where to be met with, but among
the beafts of the foreft. After the battle
of Oodwa Nulla,aboveathoufandof your
officers and men were prifoners in the
hands of Major Adams, who releafed
them without hurt or injury. Reflect
on this, and on your own charaéter, both
:n this world and the next; and remem-
ber alfo, that if you had followed my
advice, this war would not have hap-
pened.”

Ix the mean time, major Adams judg-
ing the moft effectual method would be
to act upon the Nabob's fears, had al-

“ready returned an anfwer to his letter, in
the following terms.

-

Copy of a Letter from Major Adams 29
Coffim Allee Cagwn.

4 I Receivep your letter, and under-
{tand the contents. The Englith
having always had in view the articles of /
the treaty, endeavored by pacific mea-
{ures to reconcile all differenceswithyou,
till the perfidious maflacre of Mr. Amy-
Bb 3 att
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att compelled them, contrary to their
inclinations, to declare war againft
you. You fay, it was not your intention
to murder Mr. Amyatt, why then did
you not punifh the aggrefiors with the
utmoft feverity ? There are three months
elapfed and nothing done. We have
now, by the affiftance of Providence,
brought your affairs to a very law ebb.
It is true, you have Mr. Ellis, and many
other gentlemen in your power ; if a hair
of their heads is hurt, you can have no
title to mercy from the Englith, and you
may depend upon the utmoft fury of
their refentment, and that they will pur-
fue you to the utmoft extremity of the
earth; and fhould we unfortunately not
lay hold of you, the vengeance of the
Almighty cannot fail overtaking you, if
You perpetrate fo horrid an a&, as the
murderof the gentlemenin yourcuftody."”

But both threats and expoftulations
proved ineffe®ual; and our’ unhappy
countrymen, to the number of about fif-
ty Company’s fervants, civil and milita-

v,
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ry, and other gentlemen, and a hundred
private men, were facrificed to a bound-
lefs revenge. ;

Mz. FuLLARTON, the furgeon of the
Patna fa&ory, the only perfon who efca-
ped the wretched fate of the reft, faw
Meer Coffim immediately after the exe-
cution of this horrid tragedy ; and it is
from him enly, we can have a certain
account of the ftate of mind he was in
at the time, a ftate little different from
madnefs, fince he could have a thought
of treating with us, after having wan-
tonly fhed the blood of fo many of our
countrymen ; this will be feen in the fol-
Jowing extraét of aletter which Mr. Ful- .
Jagton wrote to the Board on the fubject.

Extradt from Mr. Fullarton’s Letter to
" the Board.

“ R. Ellis, with the reft of the
gentlemen, were inhumanly
butchered by Shimroo *, who came that
evening to the place with two companies
(he had the day before fent for all the
Bb 4 knives

® Sombre or Sumroo, a Frenchman in Meer
Coffim's fervice.
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knives and forks from the gentlemen) he
furrounded the houfe with his people,
and went into a little outer {quare, and
fent for Meff, Ellis, Haj: and Lufhing-
ton, and with them came fix other gen-
tlemen, who were all terribly mangled,
and cut to pieces, and theirbodies thrown
into a well in the fquare, and it filled
up; then the feepoys were fent into the
large fquare, and fired on the gentlemen
there, and rufhing upon them, cut them
into picces, in the moft inhuman man.-
ner, and they were thrown into another
large well, which was likewife filled up.
Tue 7th, the Nabob fent for me,
and told me to get myfelf in readinefs to
g0 to Calcutta, for that though he had
been unlucky in the war (which he af-
ferted with great warmth, .had not been
of his feeking, nor had he been the ag-
greflor, reproaching the Englith with
want of fidelity, and breach of treaty)
yet he faid, he had g hopes of an ac-
commodation; heafked mewhat | thought
of it. I told him, I made no doubt of
it. When fome of his people, who were
prefent,
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prefent, mentioned the affair of Mr.
Amyatt’s death ; he declared, that he had
never given any orders for killing Mr.
" Amyatt ; but after receiving advice of
Mr. Ellis’s having attacked Patna, he
had ordered all his fervants to take and
imprifon all the Englith in the provinces,
wherever they could find them ; he like-
wife added, that if a treaty was not fet
a foot, he would bring the King, the
Morattas, and Abdallas againft us, and
{o ruin our trade, &c. He had finithed
his letters, and ordered boats, and a
guard to conduét me ; when, upon the
advice of fome of his people, he ftopped
me, and faid, there was no occafion for
me to go. After his fending for me at
firft, he ordered the feepoys, in whofe
charge I was, to go to their quarters, two
moguls, and twelve hircarras to attend
me, but to let me go about the city where
I pleafed. I then applicd for liberty to
ftay at the Dutch faGory, which was
granted. 1 applied to Mehdee Allee
Cawn, for his intereft in behalf of the

gentlemen in the Chelfton, who were
{feven
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feven in number, and were not killed till
the 11th of O&ober; but when he was pe-
titioned about them, he gave no anfwer ;
but flill fent orders to Shimroo, to cut
them off, T likewife applied to Allee
Ibrahim Cawn, whointerceded for them ;
but he gave him no anfwer either, tho’
I was prefent when Ibrahim Cawn peti-
tioned for them.

Tue 14th of O&ober, on the approach
of our army, Coffim Allec decamped
with his troops in great confufion; and
marched as far as Fulwarree, five cofs to
the weftward of the city. The hircarras
that were with me having no orders a-
bout me, I'gave them fome money, which
made them pretty eafy.

Tue 25th, after giving money toajem-
matdar, that had the guard to the weft-
ward of the Dutch fa&tory, by the river-
fide, I fet out in a fmall pulwar, and got
fafe to the boats, under command of cap-
tain Wedderburn, that were lying op-
pofite to “the city, on the other fide of
the river, and at 11 o'clock that night

arrived



Tranfactions in BENGAL. 379

arrived at the army, under the command
of major Adams, lying at Jon{y.”

APPENDIX

General Obfervations upon the prece-.
ding Events, with fome later Occur-
rences.

Remarks upon Meer Coffim’s Admini/-
. tration 3 bis Bebavior in the Courfe of

_ the Difputes with the Council, and after
the War broke out.——0bférvations on
the Death of Mr. Amyatt,.—The Ne-
ceffity and Propriety of the Affauit of
Patna examined.—Reviewof Meer Cof-
fim's Charaéier and Condult at different
Periods—Proofs of the Intrigues car-
ried on againfi Meer Cofhm, af the
Courts of the King, and Shuja Dowla,
by Mr. Ellis, and Major Carnac.
Explanation of Mr. Vanfittart's Con-
duét to the Nabob, and to the Party
<obich oppofed bim.—Reflections upon the
Nature of the inland Trade; the Com-
plaints on that Subject, lately made by
Meer
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Meer Jaffier; and the Refirictions a-
greed on in Confequence.—Mr. Vanfit-
tart's Reafons for prolonging bis Stay in
Bengal.—Conclufion.

HE reproach which Meer Coffim

has brought upon himfelf, by the
cruelty exercifed on the unhappy prifo-
ners at Patna, puts it in a manner
out of my power to do juftice to the
former part of his condu&, fince how
ftrictly f{oever he may have adhered to his
engagements with the Englifh, this will
always recur as an argument to vindicate
every injury done him before this period;;
and the repeated violations of the treaty,
on our part, whilft we were on terms of
friendfhip with him. However, as my
defign is not to become an advocate for
Meer Coffim, but to juftify my own con-
du&, in oppolfition to that of the other
members of the Council towards him,
in which no incidents fince paft could
pofiibly have ferved as a motive 5 I fhall
proceed to a fhort examination ofi his
behavior, and that of the party which
oppofed
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oppofed him, from his firft advancement
to the fubahfhip, to the breaking out of
the war; after which, {ﬂ:a]l add fome
remarks upon my own, in the difficult
part which I had to a& between both.

Since the Nabob Meer Jaffier could
not bear an affiftant in his government,
upon the footing propofed to him, but
rather chofe to quitit, I thought it for-
tunate that the next right fell upon a man
fo well qualified as Meer Coffim was, for
reftoring ceconomy and good order to
the diftracted affairs of the country. In
this light he was reprefented to me by
all the gentlemen of the Seleé Commit-
tee, upon my arrival in Bengal ; and his
condué from the beginning, till the war
broke out between us, fully anfwered
this character.

He difcharged the Company's debt,
and the heavy arrears of his army ; re- :
trenched the expences of his court, which
tad before confumed the income of his
predecefiors ; and fecured his own au-
thbrity over the country, by reducing

J the
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the power of the zemindars, who were
before continual difturbers of the peace
of the province. All this I fawswith
pleafure, well knowing, that the lefs need
he had of our affifftance, the lefs would
be the Company’s expences; and the
better able they would be to attend to
the care of their own poffeflions, at the
fame time that we might depend upon
him, as a fureand ufeful ally againft any
common enemy. I was convinced, that
whillt we did not encroach upon the
Nabob’s rights, or difturb his govern-
ment, he would never with to quarrel
with us ; and, in effed, fo cautious was
he of giving occafion for difpute, that
no one inftance can be produced of his
fending a man into any of the lands ce-
ded to us, or molefting us in a fingle arti-
cle of our commerce, till the contention
which he was drawn into by the ufurpa-
tions of our gomaftahs, and our new
claims with refpe to our private trade ;
and even to the breaking out of the war,
during the height of ocur difputes, the
Company’s bufinefs, in every part, went

on
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on without the leaft interruption, ex-
cepting oneor two aggravated complaints
of Mr. Ellis's concerning the falt-petre
bufinefs.

How different was the condud of
the gentlemen, who had formed them-
felves into a party againft him ! From
the time of his advancement to the fu-
bahthip, fcarce a day paffed, but occa-
fion was taken from the moft trifling pre-
tences, to trample upon his government,
to feize his officers, and to infult them
with perfonal threats and invectives. 1
need not point out inftances of this, they
will be feen in every page of this Narra-
tive; and any one of them would have
been, in the Nabob, pronounced 2 fuffi-
cient reafon by thofe very gentlemen for
declaring war againft him. Itis not to be
wondered at, if, irritated and tired out
with thefe continual attacks, he fhould
grow fufpicious of our friendthip, which
only manifefted itfelf in profefiions con-
tradicted daily by our altions; or that
his refentment (hould, upon fome occa-
fions, have urged him to retaliate the

injuries
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injuries which he received. Yet for 2
long time he fubmitted to all his grie-
vances, contenting himfelf with remon-
ftrating againft them, in the hopes, that
it would be in my power, fome time or

other, to reftore him to his authority.
Tue firft inftance of his ufing force to
repel the violences that were offered him,
was in the attack of the remainder of
the party at Mow, which had juft be-
fore feized and carried off one of his
principal officers. Such an indignity
offered before his eyes, and in the pre-
fence of his whole army, was fufficient
to provoke him to fome defperate act;
and an abfolute forbearance muft have
rendered him contemptible to the laft
degree, in the eyes of his own peo-
pPle.  Yet after he had caufed the fee-
poys and the gomaftahs to be brought
before him, he even then gave a freth
inftance of his defire to preferve a friend-
thip with us, by difmiffing them with-
out any further notice, than to reproach
the gomaftah for having drawn this un-
provoked infult upon him, altho’ his
own
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own ufﬁ::cr was at this time clofe prifoner
at Patna,

Tre great pains taken by Meer Cof-
fim, in his letter to major Adams, and
in the converfation which he had after-
wards with Mr. Fullarton, to clear him-
felf from the charge of Mr. Amyatt's
death, muft have ftruck the reader with
the appearance of great inconfiftency ;
in the firft, he threatens to put to death
all the Englith that were in his hands;
and at the time that he faw Mr.
Fullarton, this threat had actually been
carried into execution but two days be-
fore; yet with the confcioufnefs of hav-
ing recently facrificed fo many lives, to
a deliberate and undiftinguifhing revenge,
he could appear unaffeted with all that
had paffed, excepting the death of a fin-
gle perfon, which he labored to prove
the effe@ of the violence of his officers,
who had exceeded his orders. This un-
happy affair, even fuppofing him as cul-
pable as he appeared to be at the time
in which it was tranfadted, had many
circumftances to extenuate the guilt of i,

Vor. IIL. Cc when
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when put in comparifon with the laft
dreadful effet of his refentment.

Tae fufpicion which he had from the
firft entertained of Mr, Amyatt's depu-
tation ; the date of that gentleman’s de-
parture from Mongheer, compared with
that of the attack of Patna ; and the na-
tural conclufion which hecould not avoid
drawing from it; that Mr. Amyatt had
advifed it; might, in the fudden im-
pulfe of his fury, have hurried him to
revenge himfelf, in this manner, on Mr.
Amyatt, for an a&tion which he put to
the account of a treachery on his part,
defigned to be put in execution, as foon
as he fhould be out of the Nabob's
- reach. Whether this was the cafe ot
not, it is plain, he looked upon the
death of Mr. Amyatt as the princi-
pal caufe, the proclaimed motive of
our declaring war againft him, and e-
very thing that had happened afterwards,
but as a juft and natural confequence of
the war:  Ina word, he thought it need-
lels to juftify himfelf upon any of the
blood that was fpilt after the war was

begun,
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begun, and ftudied only to prove that
he did not begin it.

Tuat we were the firfk aggreffors,
by the affault of the city of Patna will
not be difputed. I will not take upon
me to prenounce how far Mr. Ellis,
in taking this ill-fated flep, or the
Board in authorizing him to do it, were
to blame ; of this every one will judge,
from the light in which it may different-
ly appear to him, My ownopinienis, that
Mr. Ellis’s intention was, from the be-
ginping, to break with the Nabob ; and
that the difcretionary powers, which he
fo earneftly follicited, and fo pafiionate-
ly complained of being with-held, were
wanted only as a fanction for executing
what he had already refolved on: of
this I repeatedly declared my apprehen-
fions; and, for that reafon, always re-
fufed to give my confept to any orders
that put it in the power of Mr. Ellis to
begin the war, when be fhould think
proper ; and, in effe@, no fooner was he
in poffeffion of fuch an authority, than

3 Cc2 be
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- he immediately made the ufe of it which
I had dreaded.

It will be argued by many, that the
war with the Nabob was unavoidable ;
and, therefore, that Mr. Ellis was in
the right to ftrike the firft blow, if, by
fo doing, he could fecure an advantage ;
for my own part, I do not think we were
at that time fo near to a rupture, but
that it was our power to have avoided it,
and upon our own terms, had we been
in earneft inclined to it.

Mr. AmyATT's negotiation had been
broke off, becaufe the Nobob faw, that
whatever conceflions he might make,
would be rendered of no effe@, by the
preparations which Mr. Ellis was mak-
.. ng to attack thecity of Patna, and would
“appear only as proceeding from a confci-
oufnefs of hisown weaknefs; hetherefore
dilmifled Mr. Amyatt, and 2s far as we
can learn, with all the ufual marks of
friendfhip and refpet. No war was de-
clared by him, but the laft determina-
tion upon the fubjet of our differences

~ . left to the Governor and Council; and

Mr.
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Mr. Hay remained with the Nabob as 2

pledge, for the releafe of fuch of his ofhi-
“cers as we had made prifoners.

I Trink, that had Mr. Ellis left the
Nabob any hope of an accommodation,
he would have confented to the terms
which were demanded of him, and {ub-
mitted to all the inconveniencies they
would have laid him under, until juftice
could be done him by the Company.
This was certainly his intention, when
he took the trouble to write them fo full

"a * remonftrance of his grievances; and
it feems to have been his difpofition fo
late as the 1gth of June, as may be
judged from his letter 4, and Mefl. Amy-
att and Hay’s § of that date, where it
appears that he releafed the arms, de-
fifted from his preliminary demands, and
confented to proceed in the negotiation.

Possisry the advices from Patna had
given him hopes, that Mr. Ellis might
refrain from hoftilities, till war or peace
{hould be concluded on between him and
Mr. Amyatt, or the Board. If fuch

Cre 3 was
. ® Page 185.  t Page 300. 1 Page 299,
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was his expedtation, he was foon unde-
ccived by Mehdee Allee Cawn's letter®,
which infermed him that Mr. Ellis was
preparing to attack the city, He then
ordered the boats with arms again to be
ftopped, but ftill confented that Mr.
Amyatt fhould take hisleave, and tranf-
mit him the final determination of the
Board from Calcutta.

Trose who are fond of fearching for
refined and deep defigns in the moft na-
tural actions, may attribute thefe fre-
quent changes in the Nabob's behavior,
to a policy formed to blind Mr. Amyatt
and gain time; which, however, will
not appear very probable, if we refled,
that the whole of this tranfaction hap-
pened in the fhort {pace of two or three
days. 5

IN this fituation Mr. Amyatt left the
Nabobs Mr. Ellis heard of it the even-
ing of the 24th of Junme, and the fame
- night furprized and took the city.

LET any impartial perfon now put
himfelf in the place of Meer Coffim, and

x fay
* Page 300. -
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fay whether he could have regarded this
affault on the city of Patna, in any other
light than as an a& of treachery ; and the
ftrongeft argument, that all the pacific
declarations and proffered treaties, were
only artifices to make him a dupe to our
defigns, and the inftrument of his own
min.
ArTuo’ T have difclaimed the princi-
ple of attacking the Nabob firlt, becaufe
it was probable that he mightattack us(an
argument which would equally juftify
every at of cmmity, to thofe whom we
have at apy time injured ;) yet, I will
fuppofe it allowable to feize fuch an ad-
vantage, if the fafety of our forces at
Patna abfolutely depended upon it. To
form a judgment of this neceflity, it will
be proper to confider the force which we
had at that time at Patna, comparsd
with that which major Adams had under
his command during the war.
Tae former 1 have already ¥ men-
tioned to confift of 220 European infan-
Ccy try,
® See the return, page 160, It is tue, Mr.
Filis advifes that 2qo feepoys had deferted from the

ik
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try, non-commiffioned and foldiers; 27
officers, 57 men of the artillery, and
2500 feepoys, rank and file, befides offi-
cers, the moft part of the feepoys the
oldeft, and the beft difciplined of any in
the fervice.

Major Apams had, before the bat-
tle of Gheerea, about 800 Europeans, in-
cluding artillery and cavalry; and about
2200 feepoys, many of which were new
recruaits raifed in Calcutta and the neigh-
borhood.. ]

Tue difproportion between the two
bodies, will by no means appear fo great,
as that of the fervices which they were
to perform. . Major Adams had to en-
counter the Nabob's whole force, already
fluthed with fuccefs; whereas the detach-
ment at Patna (which was then generally
citeemed, and:confefledly by Mr. Ellis
himfelf, fuperior to any force that the

' Nabob

ift to the sth of June; but as the beft accounts
fince colleéted of the force which attacked the city,
m=kes the number of feepoys about 2300, it is pro-
bable the encouragment of batta, given them by
Mr. Ellis, as mentioned in kis letter of the 6th of
June, prevented any further defertion.



e o

Tranfuctions in BENGAL. 393

Nabob could fend againft it) had no-
thing to fear but from a part of the Na-
bob’s troops ; fince it is not likely, that
he would have left the whole - province
of Bengal expofed to our army, to go
and attack them at Patna ; and as a proof
of this, it appears from Mr. Amyatt’s
letters before he left Mongheer, that
the Nabob had a&ually fent forces down
to Bengal.

NziTHER fuppofing it neceflary to at-
tack the city of Patna, would the place
have been made more defenfible by any
reinforcements that the Nabob might
have fent into it, fince their numbers
were fo great already (as Mr, Ellis re-
peatedly mentions in his letters) that
any added to them would but have in-
creafed their confufion; yet the city
was carried withm?h_c leaft difficulty ;
and I believe it is fufficiently clear, that
it was not ‘the want of numbers, but of
order, that occafioned our mifcarriage
afterwards.

Meer Cossim had not to this time
fhewn any inftance of a vicious, or 2

viclent
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violent difpofition ; he could not be tax-
ed with any alt of cruelty to his own
fubjects, nor treachery to us. He had
fenfe enough to know, that the Englith
friendthip would be his greateft fecurity,
and to dread their power, if ever they
fhould come to be his enemies. As he
perceived fome of the Council were dif-
inclined to him, he was the more cau-
tious to avoid giving occafion of difpute;
and as long as he faw I could fupport
him againt any dire@ infults, he fuf-
fered many affronts and encroachments
upon his government with forbearance ;
but when the difputes became more fe-
rious, and meafures were taken of fuch
a nature, 25 made him judge we wene
- determined to break with him; fenfible
of the increafed power of his enemies,
and difeppointed gf-the fupport which
he had been made to expett from the
Company, he found himfelf neceffitated
to att a differcnt part, and at the fame
time that he endeavored to evade the im-
pending ftorm, te provide againft the ef-
fofts of it. his wil cafily be foen in

the
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 the change of his behavior after the fam-
moning of the general Council ; and to
this caofe may be afcribed the too great
attention he latterly paid to the com-
plaints of his officers, and his connivance
at their oppreffions; which, whilft his
complaints againft our own agents yet
~ remained unredrefied, he could not pu-
nifh, without expofing his own weak-
nefs, and forfeiting the attachment of the
moft ufeful of his fubje&ts.

Tuus far his conda& may bear the
{evereft examination; and as an argu-
ment that it was generally approved by
his own fubjeds, it is remarkable, that
when the war broke out between us, al-
tho” he wanted the courage to face his
enemies in perfon, yet his foldiers fought -
for him with a bravery and fidelity rare-
lyexperienced in difciplinedtroops
of Indoftan ; nor did any one of his of-
ficers, in the moft diftant part of his do-
minions, revolt from his authority to join
us, till Patna was taken, and he was pre-
paring to fly the province. This muit
be attributed to their affection for him,

unlefs
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unlefs we rather chufetoplace it to the ac-
count of their contempt for Meer Jaffier,

or their refentment of our oppreflions.
As to the laft wretched a& of Myer
Coflim'’s government, altho’ it is farfrom
my defign, and from my nature, to at-
tempt to juftify his cruelty, yet it is cafy
to account for it. His forces had been
fucceflively worfted ; his country was
wrefted out of his hands ; all his hopes
of a reconciliation were for evercut off
by our new engagements with Meer Jaf-
fier, and his re-appointment to the fu-
bahthip. He had no way to clude the
danger which preffed upon him, but to
fly for {helter into the dominions of the
- Nabob Shuja Dowla,. where his Iaft re-
fource was in the cafual {upport, which
theambitious viewsof his prote&or, con-
curring with his » might for a few
days afford him : "Bt his ruin he knew
to be irretrievable, and a violent death
the certain confequence of ill fuccefs
and loft power.. A dreadful reverfe of
fortunein a man, who, but afew months
before, faw himfelf mafter of the richeft
pro-
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province of Indoftan, and fo fecure from

all appearance of danger at home, as
even to form the defign of encrealing
his dominions, by the conqueft of others!

Farren as Meer Coffim was to this
ftate of defparation, it is no wonder that
his temper broke all his former reftraints,
and gave a loofe to that pirit of revenge,
fo common among his countrymen, and
inculca_%'by their religion and educa-
tion. Ineffe, the hoarded refentment of
all the injuries which he had fuftained in
_ continual exertion of patience, during the
three years of his government, from this
time took entire poffeffion of his mind,
now rendered frantic by his natural ti-

midity, and ightful profpect be-
fore him; and drove from thence every
other principle, tillsitdhad glutted itfelf

with the blood of ithin his reach,
who had either contributed to his mif-
fortunes, or by real or fancied con-
nedtions with his enemies became ob-
noxious %cnge. In a word, as the
influence t{ fe who were the Nabob's

avowed
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avowed enemies amongit us, had encou-
raged the contention, whichat length be-
came univerfal againft kim; his refent-
ment no longer limited itfelf to particu-
lars, but became national ; and the Eng-
lith in general, as well as their adherents,
were the natural objects of it. Such
was the dreadful end of the meafures,
whicha violent party had profecuted with
immoveable perfeverance, fi ¢ be-
ginning of Meer Coffim's g ent ;
although I had {pared no pains to per-
fuade them, and all the world, of the
neceffity of the meafures which I had

taken, and to reftore unanimity to our
country, by which the tranquillity fo
‘happily eftablifhed d have been
preferved, and thofe prevented,
which have fince fallen, with equal fe-
verity, Upon us

Tue Nabob, y of his letters,
complained of a corrcfpond:nce carried
on by Mr. Ellis, and major Carnac, with
Shuja Dowla; ami af ncunmcti defign,
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certainly was a fubjec of very great un-
 cafinefs to the Nabob ; but however af-
fured he might be of the reality of fuch
defigns, he could never produce fuffici-
mtproofstofatisfytheerdofthe
truth of them, as thofe gentlemen con-
frantly denied the charge, affirming it
to have no other foundation, than in
his difaffection to the Englith, and his
readinefs: to credit every idle report to
their difedvantage. It has fince appear-
ed, that he had but too much reafon
for thefe complaints, as will be feen in
the following extracts of two letters,
which were received from Shitabroy, and
Momtaz o , fince the conclufion
of the war, hey might think there
was no longer any occafion to conceal
their fervices, but rather chofe to make

AT

a merit of them with

united againdt Me

Exrr;&
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Extraét of a Letter from Rajah Shatabrnjr
[ fo Major Adams.
o YDU are acquainted with the at-
tachment I have long thewn to
the Englifh gentlemen; accordingly, you
have feen with your own eyes the favors
beftowed on me by colonel Coote; and
you may remember, that he introduced
me to you at Gherettee. Moreover, you
muft have heard from colonel ite, and
major Carnac, of my fervices in treating
with the King. Afterwards, when I re-
tired outof the Patna province, onaccount
of the enmity of Meer Mahomed Coffim,
I went to the Royal army, where I re-
mained eight months with the King, and
the Vizir; and then'the Vizir fent me
alung with Mhmjah ee Behader, who
15 Naib of the prewinces, and has autho-
rity aver all the : fFaigs of the empire. As
I was always extreme y defirous of ob-
taining the good will of the Englifh gen-
tlemen, I forwarded all the Setsers which
Mr. Ellis and Mr. L I-.'ﬁ' n f{ent to
the Court, and treated fiyr them in a pro-
per manner ; and accordingly it is uni-
: verfally
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verfally r:ported, that all the bofinefs of
the Englith Chiefs at the 'fi:npcrinl
Court is carried on through Shitabroy.”"

Extrai of a Letter from Momtiz o'

Dowla Ferzund Cawn Buxy, o Ma-
~ jor Carnac. Received December 15,

1763. E 3 :
& EER COSS'I%!,_nntwiﬂmﬁand-
'thi: fmallnefs of his charge,
and the fhort duration of his govern-
ment, is yet greatly in debt to the Royal
Sircar ; his Majefty has long been dif-
pleafed with him. You feveral times
reprefented to the Reyal prefence the
Behaviour of Meer Coflim, and your
earneft defire, nor Was it unadvileable
or difapproved ; and his Majefty’s incli-
nations and endeavours ace now likewife
entirely fuitable.”

I Have been fed by my encmies,
of efpoufing, too partially, the caufe of
the Nabob ; and¥my friends have blam-
ed me as much for exercifing too great
lenity to the fation which oppofed me.
I think it neceffary to fhew the princi-

Vo, III. s ples




e .—.rlww..:_”_r =
[ ¥ =

1
402 A NARRATIVE of the

ples on, ﬁhch I gm@d myfelf towards
both. K

Tue Nabob was fcarcely advanced to
the fubahfhip, when the party formed
itfelf againft him ; and as they made no
fecret of their fentiments, but rather
induﬂﬁouﬂ}' publifthed them, he had no-
tice of it almoft as foon as it was form-
cd, and of the meafures whiehwwere tak-
en to fupportﬂ“’ and overfet :

He was told, that colonel Coote, ma-
jor Carnac, Mr. Amyatt, and Mr. El-
kis, had written againft him to the Com-
pany ; that they had fworn together to
effect the refhitution of Jaffier Allee Cawn;
and that Mr. Fulléston * had been dif~
P?.:Ehﬂde 1 .
defign. It was therefore my bufinels to
endeavor, by every gpcads, ‘o convince
him of my fi ndthip and refolution to

tire confidence in my:

and to preferve an infl ¢¢ over him,
as long as he faw, that'l had it in my
power to befriend him.  In fupporting

i Oy himl

* One of the furgeons of Calcutta.
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Company were fo connected, that they
could not be feparated without danger of
involving both in ruin; and I knew
alfo, that he never could raife his power
to an equditywnhnuls, nor attempt to
fhake off hmdepqtl on us, with the
leaft probability of {ﬁtfs, Befides,
do any laws aHovif, that every ftronger
power may encroich upon the rights of
his wmkur nerghbm-, for fear that, at
fome future time, he fhould become able
to difpute upon more equal terms ? But
the fuppofition of fuch a defign, in the
Nabob, proceed om a confi:muf—

ints, and by that eafy
.thod, have confirmed the

» Between us; a conduct the
more indifpenfak “as we were bound
to obferve iy B the ftrongeft ties of

Ddz To
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To eftablith him, therefore, in the
full authority over his own people, and
allow him'the juft rights of his govern-
ment, was to make him an ufeful ally in-
ftead of a burthen to us, which he muft
be without thefe, whilft, by ﬂ:emng a
fteady zeal and attachment to his inte-
refts, we fliould mfu;r. the fame attach-
ment in him th ours, and him a
faithful one. o b
THis m]al laid down |
duc ; and as far as it confifted
interefts of the Company to which it was
fubfervient, I invariably purfued it, ex-
cepting where the violence of faétion
into mi sy which I could
then'I kept the

not prevent ; and

{ame principle in view, and renewed it
'Whén I couldy with £ to the caufe
which I was defe rsand I have now

the confcious fatis
that had the reft of
the head of our affairs
felves by my exam :
this time, have enj
derived to us from 3

o vancement
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vancement t bahthi phmpmvcd by
all the benefits a fettled tﬂi’nguﬂllty,
and 2 ﬂﬂunﬂimgcmnmcrcc, could add to
them ; and havehad every reafon to rejoice
in our friendfhip and conneion with a
man, whom we now regard as a vaga-
bond, a murderer, and the worft of ty-
rants, rendered fuch by the defpair to
which our injuftice hi’g,drwcn him.
Ilabwedtoi:cpthc Nabob
: mgtgzmmts, I was no lefs
follicitous, on the other hand, of intro-
ducing a good underftanding amongit
ourfelves. It is true, I neither attempt-
ed this by unbecoming follicitations, nor

by confulting h,p«ﬁmal interefts of

B

thofe whom I'wifhed to fee of the fame

\L?v__
opinion with myfelf ; but refting on the
integrity of my ows heart, I oppofed

every attack on | } blithment, which
T had been an ner in raifing, and
ult uponmyown cha-

pci' and forbearance ;
oppofe their violence
e, would but accele-
e_ Company's affairs,
which



- ypon the errors and paﬁ'ms of nthm,
with the indulgence which I fhould ex-
pedt to my own ; and [ yielded the more
readily to this prevailing inclination, be-
caufe I knew, that nothing Mded fo
furr:!y to the d&‘mﬁﬂﬁf any flate, even
in the moft ourifhis b - ces, 29

I hﬂPEdp d.’dt m 1€ ! a gl.'lll.'d
upon my own condud, as to cbviate e-
very pretence of cenfure againft myfelf,

and avoided all iilfagrmhls md perfonal
altcr;atiﬂna,i__h;.g____ te

loft all its tﬁhﬁ with
ly rooted, and with mn
by mutual ties, to per
n ‘Whlﬂh t.hey WErG | ) Jre
Ir my opinion be afked, whs



tions are necefla mprevent efh

bles, and a ufaur s with
thg,mﬁﬁ}go 1 aniwer, that

e rules agrc:d on wuth Mmr
Coffim muft be adopted, or an entire
ftop put to the innovations which have
taken place fince the capture of Calcut-
ta, and the private trade r:ﬁrnneﬂ with-
in its ancient bounds.

Tng reafon is plain ;. g:unﬂrantngcs
accrued from thefe articles of trade, both
to the country merchants who ufed to
carry it on, and to the government by
the cuftoms they drew from it. Both
thcfcm nnwcutoﬂ'. and the advan-

grofied by the Eng-

thu-

he power of our agents
d acquiefce in the Na-
cifing their praper au-
g difputes where fuch
s are concerned, then
D« they,



which they regard this innovat

-ours, and by their own interefts, but by

the complaints of the country merchants,

who find themfelves excluded, and the

- opprefiions to which this trade is more
culiarly liable whenunder no controul.

PeT Hl:l?m;:gl -

in his own ¢

rifdiction does not extend thither 3 nor
have we cither judges to determine dif-
putes in thofe diftant parts, or laws to
determine them by pet this right of the

co ‘gu.g ment is fuperfeded, and I

foning, I agreed nfultation of
the 1t of March, tha gents and
gomaflahs fhould notjbe fubject to the
actual controul of of govern-



and o all places, there was 1o way of
pﬂ.‘feﬂmg it, but by fuperfeding that
right of the Nabob's government.

Tue violences with which the Na-
bob’s officers exercifed their authority,
the inftant it was patrmtn their hands,
and the encours mmﬂmh the Nabob
had given to it, made me lefs attentive
to the natural rights of juftice in this
cafe, where I faw plainly, that on either
fide there would be great oppreffions;
and Ilefs drea-:led the effets of any com-
plaints whic! N:hqb :fnught make,
than the dang confequ hich

hi 'cmbcpmfém

wo gevernments clath

ftmd upona friendly
P STTRY - footing ;



higheft degrec of abfurdity, iso,:'.

the national faith to a treaty, w it
is not poffible fhould fubfift; and to
bind ourfelves to fupport the Nabob in
the authority over his country, when
we deny him the ﬂm:& of that authu-

fefledly want the pzw,g to
ourfelves. i

I has been afferted by Mcﬂ' John-
ftone and Hay in fome of thm' minutes,
and I believe by other «

Bear ltthﬂ' h!; gf th:ga.
the E_ 'I]:r:"h . er | ” .
P

Tre firft, is an extradt




anﬁw

rig fow Sefore.
mwﬂ fiof?nmcaﬁ:igz

mm.enla:‘.[}' the practice of obliging the
inhabitants to purchafe tobacco, whether
they wanted it or not, and at an exorbi-
tant advanced price. This extra& will
fcm at once to ﬂ:gthc countenance
whichthefe PPWW-M ‘met with,

e impofiibilicy of carrying on the

T ¢ without the ufe of force,
which muft be produ&ive of opprefiions;
lefs we woulgimnnle itto thcm-




:nnmudnﬁd’ from tmdmg with me,
lefs permitted to do fo; nor is it proba-
ble they would, when it is fo oppofite to
the intereft of the people in the govern-
ment: {0 that an undue and ruu:mus in-
fluence muft bcwvmnn : fide, and

nol;hmgle&wnppbfc it.” '
.

Dated Janunry ;r. 1;64
SINCE my amval he)

ave certainly
lm of their




'_ o a Lfrter ﬁam My Senior,
Chief at Coffimbuzar, fo the Governor.

_ Dated March 23, 1764. ‘

% IT would a}na'zeynn, the number of
hat daily come before
gances Jédiﬂmltte& by

'_l_’:;_.-::_'_;' d gomaftahs, all over the

country ; but Fp-puﬁﬂuﬂ fome of the

immediate fervants of the fatory, and
difmiffing others, T hope in time to bring

thingﬁnnapropa:fooung




C‘ﬂm: h%, dm :t
for his government to fubfift
a fbﬂﬁng, and unieﬂ}'y vrefled
entire abolition of i, nﬁtw;thimi
the confent he was obliged to give, in
his treaty of July 1763 The Council
mﬁuﬁlﬂtﬁd#]uﬁaﬂ ttha—
bob’s {o




ﬁmﬂaup can pu[ﬁbl‘y fubfift bémm
the two governments, I am
he would have aﬁxﬂlﬁhﬂy

Sedehe , which T had before
declared my' refolation of doing, when
t!nvﬂwulrl &fnu lungﬁr any public call




BTk e ans £t think myEm-
ployers cannot difapprove of my profe-
cuting that intention this feafon ; and

that my &mudeandfumfy nnght blame
me, if T mﬁm’wﬂ bouygrgent

reafons, in a climate _.:..__ :
 found to affe me fo frequently v
dangcm dlfé i : % -_. |
therefore, to take my leaﬂ: of yuuq;hc
beginning of next month, and to pro-
ceed with co + Tinker.to Madras,
wher L ll oo il o

as lnngas he lives. > my
wifh before, butl fo it imboffible s




W
-h-'f"

.cnpaeﬁy for. Enﬁncﬁ is umverfally ac=

knowledged; he fhould endeavor to
make up for that

ing men of expe !"::“'-':--.- fer to
managey hes ; but he
feems :]iim{':lf

wcakﬂcﬁ amltnkc ﬁtagc of it. We X
are aflured that Nundcoomar has, at this
nmu, thc cnnr:difpoﬁnl u’F thl..-. Nabob's

&ﬁm;ncys y appoint- -




zndntlmgth being ummfﬂml his
engagements, and pay his own troops,

the fame oppcrtum_ ¢ thould

of fettling the fucceffion, that there may

s demile, as

the e funnuds
= muft give
belong ---_ to the

for the provinces, ht: ® .
Nundcoomar fuch lufi-




.. hat I would promote any
meafures difagrecable to the Nabob ;
but as my duty to the Compm}' hﬂs al-
ways hn_d more ﬁ% vit

Sioclalie éxpm Npon the lsaft
mphm Of tbamwgnm&nhs of
lus P . mgcmg with

Our
influence is o th
moft part, over-t
any depmdcnt C
influence vmh
care is not ts 1-;.'_
cafions, the gom
are attended Wit
in order to e
jealoufy of #he'govern
our authority has extended itfelf o v
nta.rth:Na. )"s, that they are cucn?l-;

~ Ee.




i Wo ot

cannot fuhlifl:% thc:r ent foot
nora fm:ndﬂ::pp‘;: mamﬂd with
Nahob, or any other.

To put an end to this prmnans and
ﬂu&nﬂg&ﬂﬁe, 1t"is hkcl}r the Com-
hange of

Y.
L)

into narrower h:ﬂ&&,, and reduce th
vate trade to th:%h..ng l'-ti-’ as on before
the capture of Caleutta; or elfe extend
them furtl'mr und render  the country

%




bl

wl T

TH' Eg-a’m wlm:h you lmd before
at the Board this morning,

havmg met with our ferious confidera-

tmn, we beg lmn‘m uﬂ'.':l: yau our fen-

fible, the cou

from bcmg :




o -
L

T

© ing'to Eumpc"ﬂm feafon, and that you
will continue in the Prefidency of this
fettlement, until we fhall have the honor
to mecwc &:Cﬂm@nﬁ nbrdcrs,in regard

: of their affairs

w%
. mlll”'ﬁpﬂﬂ: j‘Oﬂl’lnlenth; I.« turn-



-

1 rf.-flér ﬁ'am'tﬁe- Gwm to the
entlemen o the " Dated De-
cember 22, 1763. - '

5% I Have received the honor of your
letter of the 1gth, in which you

are plcafcd to cxprefs your ap;mun, that

time is 'pany ’s fervice,
As my my to ‘prefer that

confideration b re all others, I have, in
confeqlu:nccof 'mur refentation, de-
termined 1l next feafon. I thall

-

hope, from your affiftance, fuch relicfas -




I{;Fﬁ! mlght rl.'lp- ort m

_have themfelves fa

fo formal er, declared, anc
peated my refolution, tohold it noo
than whilit the jwar lafted. It mﬁ
now to fay fomething ofsthe Memorial
itfelf. ¢

Tue plan upon which it is formed
may be ub_]o'ftu'[ to, auttcnd 1 with too

quent, and, in foﬁ‘;‘a W.‘l'? :
quotations from the recards of the go-

vernment. But I fhould rather hear it
taxed with this inconven than re-
P 1 or, as would
ha ‘made the quo-

rFuments, and

omitting what was n the other
fide ¢ of the queftion, I have been

ore cautious, 2§ fome of the prin-
cipal gcnﬂcmn, ' flered from mec,

troubles,

thofe opinions -



in the expreffion all paffionate or indecent
terms; in fhort, my view has been to
thew the uprightnefs of my own inten-
tions, with as little réproach as pofiible
to others; and, in this light, I hope it
will be accepted by the world.

Tur END.




b i, i
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