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PREFACE

L —

: THE appearance of an illustrated edition of these papers on
Western India is due to the suggestion of Lord Reay, when
he was Governor of Bombay, as well as to that of Sir George
Birdwood ; and, next, to the substantial support of the Bombay
Government, and of many of the Princes and Gentlemen of
India, as well as of an influential body of European residents,

To the proprietors of the Pioucer, Bombay Gazette, and Time
of Tndia, T am indebted for the privilege of republication of the
papers originally contributed to these newspapers.

Any apology for errors or defects at this time of day would
be out of place. But I may be allowed to state that the papers
when written were not intended for a book, and appeared only
to the Bombay Public; that they are not the work of a student
or literary man, and that some allowance for their shortcomings
may be found in the fact that they were written in the intervals
of a busy life, as a relaxation from daily duty, heat, and the
monotony of an Indian climate, and far from such libraries as
Enrope affords.

The hook is a mere record of excursions among the Cities
and Forts of Western India, with a side glance at the books
which treat of them; a record also of events which I have
deemed worthy of being chronicled.

1t does not deal with the living, but with the illustrious dead,
and of some also who were not illustrious, but simply did their
duty in helping—and that often unconscionsly—to build up
those great institutions of Government and Law, in the shadow
of which we now live, move, and have our being.

What we are is a very different thing from what we were.
It has been my aim, therefore, to show how this change has
been accomplished, what were the forces at work, and how
order was evolved out of chaos, and the mass of our population
elevated to a higher platform ; for though the wnity of History
seems often broken, its far-reaching issues come down to our
own times, and we are “ heirs of all the ages.”

This ought to interest the Native of India quite as much as
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the Native of England ; for surely it is not necessary to be an
Englishman to understand that a people living under its vine
and fig tree, and secured in the froit of its labour against all
comers, is happier than while exposed to daily and nightly raids
of armed men. Englishmen can admire the daring and romantic
prowess of Sivaji, and are not blind to the astute diplomacy
of Nana Fadnavis, and it is not needful to be an Englishman
to laud *the placid courage” of Aungier, or “the might” of
Wellington. The History of this country, and its lessons, are
the property of all, and open to all. Its very reverses, both
English and Indian, are but the stepping-stones to something
higher—the Divine rough-hewing which has shaped our ends,
and India's, in the upward path of progress. Child’s andacity,
for example, brought us face to face with Aurangzeb. The
Pirates burning ships prepared the way for Free Navigation.
Anid Wargaum! That was a great disgrace; but without it
where would have been Hornby's patriotic outburst, and Fad-
navis's deed of chivalry ? Our Commercial convulsion (1865-6)
was a blessing in disguise, the prelude of & Bombay covered with
docks, mills, and palatial public buildings, the admiration of all.

Assaye was thus as truly a victory for the inhabitants of these
realms as for any Englishman. “It led to the Sovereignty
of England! And how can we be expected to take an interest
in the fate of a nation that has swallowed up our own?" O,
my brother, let not this disturb thee !

From the beginning of its history all the Makers of Bombay
were proud of it, and looked forward, no doubt, with high hopes
to its future destiny. Aungier and Child were proud of it, but
we were not over-kind to them. If we did not stone the
prophets, we did not build their sepulehres. Hornby, also, was
proud of it. His name is still borne by a row of houses, and
is inseribed in a small tablet on the walls of Parel: Stat
nomiinis wmbra. What wonder if, during languor, satiety,
heat, blasts from Leadenhall Street and counter-blasts from
Calcutta, with their motives misconstrued, and their actions
impugned—what wonder if words of anguish sometimes escaped
their lips during their long and weary exile—the ecry of
distressed nature! Mackintosh compared Bombay to a city of
the dead. Wellington wished to God he had never had any-
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thing to do with it. Malcolm once looked on his coming to
Bombay as a mistake, And Elphinstone writes (1816): “A
Governor of Bombay must always be hated.” And yet who
loved more, or was more beloved ? Chantrey and Sir Thomas
Lawrence feebly embody the admiration of the public.

When the time however came for a calm and deliberate
judgment they were eager enough to record it. Malcolm pro-
nounced Bombay & kind of terrestrial Paradise, and compared
it to Naples, Mackintosh, on his leaving it, bursts into a wail
of profound grief, and the Duke, more prosaic, says, “1 was
feasted into Bombay and feasted out of it."

All these men were not only just but also kind and con-
siderate to the people, and these volumes show how the feeling
was rteciprocated, as no names are held in higher esteem
throughout Western India.

If therefore this book can do something, however little, to
strengthen the bonds of amity between man and man, between
high and low, between one race and another race, between
governors and governed ; if, by the knowledge of the struggles
through which Western India has passed from an abject
condition to absolute security of life and property, we are
enabled to estimate these great blessings at their proper value;
if the examples of heroism, of romantic prowess, of endurance
and self-sacrifice, and of lives consecrated to India's interests
rather than to their own, tend to awaken generous impulses
and keep alive the spirit of liberty and toleration and unselfish
independence, and a contented mind ; if it can be shown that
superstition is its own enemy, and that a stern retribmtion is
meted out by the Judge of all to self-indulgence, oppression,
and crime : if the young find here some of the Pleasures of
Hope, and the old any of the Pleasures of Memory ; and if the
Pictures, embellishing the work, many of which have been
given to the world for the first time, stimulate among the rising
generation an ardent love for the study of History, and an
enlightened regard for the best interests of India ; if one or any
of these objects is attained, the end and aim of the writer will
be fully accomplished, and the book, with all its faults, will not
have been written in vain.

To James Burgess, C.LE, LLD., late Director of the
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Archeeological Survey, I am greatly indebted for his assistance
in carrying the work through the press. Without his help, and
that of another eminent scholar, Dr. James M. Campbell, C.1E.,
of the Bombay Civil Service, the papers could neither have
been written nor published. I have made heavy drafts on
their literary stores.

To the many gentlemen who have so libeally responded
to my appeals for assistance with copies of pictures and maps
in their possession I now return my most cordial thanks.

I have great pleasure in dedicating this book to their Raoyal
Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Connaught. They are
familiar with many of the scenes described in it. They were
the first members of the Royal Family of England to make
their home in India. They came, not as wayfarers, but as
residents, with their family., The years they were among us
constitute a bright page in the History of Western India, and
shed o new lustre on the Indian Empire. And theirs is not a
memory which the peoples of India will willingly let die, for as
long as duty and honour are esteemed, and virtue is of account
among the sons of men, their names will be held in
remembrance,

J. D,
Bounay, July 1802,
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BOMBAY AND WESTERN INDIA.

——

CHAPTER L

WEeSTERN IwDIA: PAST AND PRESENT.

s« A MAN had better have £10,000 at the end of ten years

in England than £20,000 at the end of the ten years

in India, because you must compute what you give for
money, and the man who has lived ten years in India has given
up ten years of social comfort and all those advantages which
arise from living in England.” *

So said Dr. Johnson about a hundred years ago. But the
distance to India is now shorn of half its terrors. Nobody now
thinks anything of going to Indin. To most people, indeed, it
is o mere pleasure excursion, in which, from the deck of a
steamer, you can desery Eaypt, and scan the peaks of Sinai and
the Sierra Nevada, without the trouble of elimbing up to them.
The social comforts and the advantages of living in England on
which Dr. Johnson based his argument now accompany you to
India, where & man may live ten years, and be as healthy, as
happy, and as well up in information, perhaps even more so,
than if he had never quitted his native soil. Neither do people
stay so long in it as they used to do. Not long since Colonel
Norman, C.B., paid a visit to England after an absence of thirty-
eight years, but this is a rare exception, and even ten years
at a time is a very long streteh nowadays for an Englishman
in India.

Even the miseries which Thackeray deplored in the

* Boswell's Johnsan, 1778
VOL. L B
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Neweomes*® are very much mitigated. The passage is a
beautiful one, and an appreciation of the truth it contains can
never be weakened as long as there are human hearts to feel,
and men and women to bewail separation from those they love.
Children may now, however, thanks to our better understanding
the sanitary and other possibilities, remain in India for alonger
time than they nsed to do, without prejudice to their moral,
intelloctual, or physical upbringing, and the distance is so
abridged that the evils of divided families are reduced to a
minimum. .

The family relation can, indeed, never be broken without
_ weakening the ties which God and Nature have established for
wise purposes; but the cheaper and more expeditious transit
out and home have surely done something to modify all this as
compared with the days of the Newcomes. The interchange of
affection or interest which now finds expression each week, was
formerly represented by a dreary and indefinite expanse which
generally extinguished the bonds of friendship, and reduced those
of relationship to an empty name. Blood is, however, thicker
than water, and it was almost a marvel how a cycle of estrange-
ment should sometimes be followed by a burst of affection from
the fountains of the great deep.

The changes which have taken place and are still in
progress in Western India have been so gradual, have come
upon us so silently, and the benefits resulting therefrom are S0
familiar to us that they are apt to be lost sight of and, like the
airwe breathe, cease to be matter of observation. We have made
immense strides. 1 need not dwell on the rise of hill stations,
the growth of Municipal institutions, the introduction of pure
water, the drainage and conservancy of our large towns, the
creation of docks, and the great industrial development of recent
times. The mere mention of them is sufficient to suggest the

* Tl lords of the subject i finid wives there, but their children
cannot live on the soil. The parents bring their children to the shore and
t with them. The family must be broken up. Keep the flowers of your
AT a certain time and the sickening buds wither and die. In
America it is from the breast of a poor slave that a child is taken ; in India
it is from the wife, and from under the palace of n splendid proconsul."—
Thackeray's Newcomes.
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large ndditions which have been made to the comfort and
happiness alike of the native and Enropean. They have added
some years to the term of human life. Bombay is better for
old men's health than young men's, Why 1 Because the tem-
perature is equable. At this season (December), in Northern
and Central India, there is a difference of 30° to 40° in the
twenty-four hours, while here—not 10°, and young men can
take all sorts of exercise with impunity in.the Dekhan, in these
extremes of temperature, Small chance for longevity when
anarchy prevailed and murder stalked red-handed through the
land, The roads which now replace the old jungle paths render
famines well-nigh impossible. At all events the abundance
of one district is now available for supplying the wants of
another.

The natives ought to be the last to complain of that which is
not for them merely a change of régime, but one literally of
existence, and had it not been for the European element we are
safe in saying that these great alterations would never have
taken place. But the fiat has gone forth: they shall not build
and another inhabit, they shall not plant and another eat, for
us the days of a tree are the days of my people. The truth of
all this is apparent to any one. Go to any railway station in
Gujarat, and there on an early moming watch the villager or
day labourer on the way to his appointed task ; not downeast
or downtrodden is he, but well slept and well fed, with a sleek
and a blithe countenance, he trudges merrily along. And if
you are out at daybreak in Bombay, you may see the cooly or
hammal proceeding to his work with elastic step, lilting some
refrain I has picked up in his childhood in the far-off plains of
the Dekhan or the old hills of Ratnagiri, a condition of things
you will search for in vain in the annals of Sivaji or the
Peshwas.® The Englishman in India has in this century what
he had not in the last, a strong and a stable Government of his
own, which can protect his life and property, and free him from
sudden and wild alarms by day and by night. He can move
sbout voluntarily whenever and wherever he pleases. He
cannot, indeed, defy the laws of nature or eliminate heat from

* Thore has never been want of employment in my day.
B2
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the tropics, but he can by means of ice assuage its baneful
effects, and by change of residence from one place to another
can so temper the conditions of climate as to make life here, not
merely endurable, but as good in many cases as if he had been
in England. To the native there is now all the difference in the
world, for be he rich or poor the bondman is now the freeman,
he to all intents and purposes being formerly the goods and
chattels of his master, by whatever name that master might be
called. This mueh has the native, but he has more. He has
been put in the path of progress, for the operation of law and
good government which have spread themselves over the
country, has been not merely to punish the criminal, but to
prevent his manufacture. And thus we see in India the
deterring effect made manifest by a great reduction in the
number of outrages on life and property, compared with former
times either under their own administrations or under ours.
Indeed, the dangers are all the other way, for it depends on the
intelligence of ransomed peoples whether such great institutions
as trial by jury, liberty of the press, municipal institutions,
freedom of worship, and right of association become a blessing
or 8 curse, They are either good or bad as the people who
them are intelligent or otherwise. And here we may
remark that it is a common mistake to suppose that Bombay,
having & crowd of desperadoes within its walls, was founded by
them. This is not the case, It was in no sense founded by the
dregs of England, nor by the scum of Scotland. The men who
colonised Bumbay, at least those of them who have left their
mark on its history, were gentlemen, some of them by birth and
almost all by education, Child was a member of one of the
most influential families in England. Oxinden, as we Imay
«till read on his mausoleum, was vir senRguinis splendore.®

* The family bad been settledat Dene in Kent since the time of Edward
I Sir Henry Oxendene, Knight, held hizh command at the battle of
Poictiers, 1356, Sir George (b. 161%) his name Oxinden, as may
still be seen in the India Office records ; on his tomb at Surat and in printed
papers it -.lmer}ppuru as Oxinden; Fryer (p. 87) has it Oxendine. He was
appointed ehief of the factory at Surat, September 15th, 1662, and died there
-]llﬁ?’ 14th, 1669, The Baronetcy dates from 1667, with arms—argent, a
chevron gules between three oxen passant eable; and crest, out of & dugal
coronet gules, a lion's head affrontée, Sir Henry Chudleigh Oxenden, eighth
Baronet, died Augnst 14, 1889, aged ninety-four—B.
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James Forbes was the grandfather of Count Montalembert.
Charles Forbes was the friend of the Duke of Wellington. But
from Gerald Aungier, who was a brother of Lord Aungier who
died in 1678, to Mountstnart Elphinstone, who eould trace back
his lineage to a time ere the names of Magellan or Da Gama
had been heard of in the eastern seas, you will find that many
of the prominent men on this side of India were of good family,
and thut not a few unconsciously took their stand as promoters
of that civilisation of which we now reap the benefits, But
what docs it matter ?* Fraser and Boorchier were no doubt very
quiet men in Surat and unknown to fame, but they sent those
manuscripts to Europe, an inspection of which was the first
thing to stimulate the zeal of Anquetil Du Perron in his
Zoroastrian Researches. Boone may have been second-rate, but
he was the first to send drawings of Elephanta to England.
Boden, n Bombay Colonel, founded the Sanskrit Professorship
at Oxford which bears his name, and it requires no great
knowledge of the Ianguage to see in the Latin inscriptions of
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries which remain to us in
Surat and elsewhere that our early colonists carried with them
the scholarship of Europe to the far-off plains of Indin. And
here we may be permitted a word for the “ Nabob ™ on his return
home, He always got less than he expected, and sometimes
more than he deserved, for did not Meg Dods at St. Ronan’s well
hurl at his head that he had been instramental in raising the
price of poultry for miles around ? He was the fossil man of
the eighteenth century, and people stared at him as they would
have done at one of the seven sleepers of Asia with an antique
coin in his pocket trying to purchase his dinner in the streets
of Ephesus.

But you must remember his condition during the years of his
exile, and remembering this you will cease to wonder at it.
The state of loneliness from his fellow-countrymen in which he
was placed exposed him to vices in & way the average modern
Anglo-Indian has little conception of, and when we hear from a

* Many could say with Cowper :—
“ My boast is not that I deduce my birth
mempnr‘dklnmnrp&morthnuﬂh."
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Bombay pulpit a moral drawn to his discredit, as if we were the

2 men and wisdom would die with us, we little think of our own
safeguards from vice, in the law and police which now surround
us, the foundations of which were not even laid in those dismal
times, when the mighty factors of our civilisation, the educa-
tionist and the minister of religion, were wanting. Nor need
we claim for the early settler in Western India more than we
wonld for his brother at home, for the English gentleman of the
eighteenth century, even on his own soil, was by no means a
pattern of virtue and sobriety. .

But though the family and domestic life of England, as we
understand them, which prevail in India at the present day had
a very feeble existence in the eighteenth century; though the
men of that period, for the most part, lived en gargon; and
though no benign ray of female influence shone in their
bungalows, it is well to remember that they did not for these
reasons fall into the supreme evil of the Portuguese, and per-
petuate that drama which is being acted out in our own times,
where the sins of the fathers have been visited on the children
to the third and fourth, yea, even to the tenth gemeration. No
more melancholy offshoot exists in the physical history of man.
But the English had little to do with it.© In fact, fewer
mésallianees were made by them in Western India than in any
of the Presidencies of this great peninsula. By their fruits ye
shall know them. The English are an exclusive race, and this
exclusiveness has been and is yet the cause of great evils; but
it is a question whether these evils are not counterbalanced by
the fact that it has saved us from a great, a sad, and an ever-
lasting reproach—a reproach of which it may be said in the
words of the poet :—

“Time bt the impression deeper makes,
As streams their channels deeper wear."”

Foremost in the great work of colonisation and regeneration
was the merchant, for the merchant in India came before the
soldier. The merchant first built his factory ; the soldier then
came and protected it. Let us comsider what the English
merchant gave up in coming to India, for India meant a very
different thing then than it does now. It was the giving up of
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home, family, and friends, and everything comprehended in the
words; it was the giving up of religious privileges, which to
many men and some of the best of men are the be-all and the
end-all of existence; it was the giving up of political life, for
what influence could the units sparsely scattered over the
coasts of Western Tndia have on the governing body in England
or the political life of any European State? In more senses
than one did he exchange for the drugs of India the sterling
money of Europe.*

If a man belonged to any of the learned professions, he had
to content himself with the knowledge he had acquired at
college, or with such stale driblets of science as came from
Europe, twelve months old, by way of addition to his stock in
trade. But in many cases there was no such addition, and the
knowledge, or such of it as survived, became stereotyped on the
plains of India, as on the day he left his father's house or
emerged from the portals of his alma mater.

Without wife, without children, without society worthy of
the name, without libraries, without a daily press to keep him
alive as to the on-goings of the world, what wonder if the
English merchant in India sometimes drifted into bad morals
or ended his days in that Golgotha of the dead—in the early
churchyards of India. If he were a merchant of the Company,
he was bound to go forward. For him there was no rest. He had
to open up new markets, even though his goods were plundered
by dacoits or his agents murdered by Thugs. By land or sea it
was all the same, for the sea was scoured by pirates and every
ereek sent forth its cruisers of the bloody red flag; and thus it
was by a hardihood and endurance which sometimes amounted
to heroism that the foundations of the East Indin Company
were laid.

If he were & merchant outside the Company, an interloper he
was called, he was hunted down and his life made a burden to
him, for no royal burgh of the middle ages, with its guilds or
corporations, was hedged in with so impenetrable a barrier as
the Fast India Company until the trade was thrown open to the
public.t The story of the interloper’s career in all its phases cf

* Sir James Mackintosh. t In 1814,
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fine and imprisonment lies before us in the pages of Alexander
Hamilton.

It was in vain that overland routes were projected to render
England more accessible than by the Cape of Storms. Sir Eyre
Coote when in Bombay in 1771 busied himself with prepara-
tions for that journey across the Babylonian Deserts of which
he gave Dr. Johnson the account at Fort Augustus, a journey
where his camels subsisted for five days without water.®* He
was more fortunate than M. St. Germain, of whom Volney tells
us that in 1779—(those were the days of the Mamluks)—
accompanied by some English officers, he had the temerity to
take his silks and diamonds by way of Egypt. The party were
one after another all destroyed but himself. In the middle of
the desert of Suez he was set upon by the Bedauins, and
escaped to Cairo, naked and wounded. That was the end of one
abortive attempt to open up the overland route, but it is well
to remember that one hundred years ago, and fifty years before
the time of Waghorn, English ships waited at Suez for cargoes
which never came. Sailing ships! Think of this, ye masters
of modern eraft, when you are passing the Daedalus Light or
Mocha Shoal with all the appliances of Steam Navigation.

How did the merchant succeed 1 For us eircumspice, for him
it was somewhat different. The Spaniards had a saying in the
eighteenth century that he who would bring home the wealth of
the Indies must carry the wealth of the Indies with him. They
were right in the eighteenth and not altogether wrong in the
nineteenth century, for who will say that outside capital is
awanting or not wanted in our days in India ?

The truth is that the wealth of India in these days was
altogether fabulous, and a close investigation by one who was
competent to do so t results in showing that her merchants were
far from being successful, even judged by the standard of the
present day. There was but one alternative—make money or
—die. And most of them died. The arrival of a limited
number of “ Nabobs " in England, whom you could eount on your

= Johnson's Tour to the Helrides.
+ Hoo. John Jardine, Judicial Commissioner in Burma, and now Judge of
Bombay High Conrt.—Government Minute on Oivil Fund,



THE MERCHANTS. |

fingers, gave a false and .exaggerated impression of India, and
the money to be made there, which is not justified by the facts.
In the twenty years between 1755 and 1777, two Government
servants only returned to England from the Bombay Presidency
with fortunes acquired in the service.

Richard Bourchier, who served twenty-three years and was
Governor of Bombay nine years (1750-1760), died insolvent.
8o did John Spencer, the rival of Clive, after enjoying the
most lucrative posts in Bombay and holding for a time the
Government of Bengal. And Charles Crommelin, Governor of
Bombay for seven years (1760-1767), was content in his old age
to accept a subordinate office at Goa, after forty years' service.*

Sooth to say, the merchant of these days had gome advantages
for which he ought to have been thankfnl, but I daresay he
never looked upon them in the light of mercies. He had the
week which followed the despatch of his mail in which to
dispose of himself holidaywise. He bad a virgin soil to work
npon, aud little competition, as no native liad as yet opened up
direct communication with Europe, or dared to cross the Kala-
pani. When he was a remitter he could command 2, 6d., and
was not the least surprised when he received 2s. 9d. for his
rupee. Though the usance was long, and the return on his
goods equally so, he had generally few ventures, often only one,
to engage his attention, instead of the thousand and one interests
which rack the modern brain. He was not disturbed by tele-
araphy or the Suez Canal, those giant progenitors of competition
which have made all the world yonr next-door neighbours, and
which still mock at the projects of modem enterprise. The
even tenour of his way was not invaded—shall we say—by an
army of brokers, for down through the pighteenth century, and
long afterwards, there was no sub-division of mercantile labour,
and he was his own banker, broker, and even his own law
adviser.

When a ship was about to sail for England, Forbes or Lem-
ington, who held their position seniores priores and in virtue of
the success which had crowned their exertions, sent round to
their neighbours to see what was wanted in exchange, fix the

See note p. 163,
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rate and the difference to be established between the buying
and the selling rate, which never amounted to less than a penny
per Tupee, instead of the sixteenth and thirty-seconds which
now exhaust the patience and profits of the trader in exchange.

The whole matter may be summed up in the Gujarati pro-
verb of the times we are now writing of, if you only substitute
India for Java:—

“ Who goes to Java never returns.

If by chance he returns,

Then for two generations to live upon
Money enough he brings back.”

To hunt the tiger from his lair in Salsette ; to course the hare
on Malabar Hill ; to play cards and drink sack or arrack punch
in a bungalow on the Thana Creek until all was blue; to send
your sick daughter to Old Woman’s Island, and go yourself to
the hot spring of Bankot; to sit and moon over some specula-
tion to Bantam or Amboyna, on which the comfort and happi-
ness of your family depended, and then, sick of delay, in sheer
desperation deliver yourself body and soul into the hands of an
astrologer; to weary your life out for an hour under a hair-
dresser, so that you may appear the cynosure of neighbouring
eyes in curl and bagwig at Parel or the Royal Bastion at the
witching hour of sundown, or peradventure on a Sunday at
Church with meek and placid countenance, as you sat with
your feet on that old cow-dung floor, gazing listlessly on, but
not through the oyster panes, to hear from the pulpit the
sentence which debars yon from the communion; to read
Shakespeare by moonlight on the roof of the Cunstom House
because you eould not afford the wherewithal to purchase a
candle ; to drive with Bellasis of old * from Breach to ball-room

* MAJOR G. J. BELLASIE, ®TAT. (4.
piED 1808,
AXD
ANSE MARTHA, KIS WIFE,
mEDn 15797,
DAUGHTER OF JOHN HUTOHISONS, M.A., RECTOR OF WAHEHAM AND SWILE,
AND HISTORIAN OF DORSETEHIRE.

Tomb in Bombay Cathedral. Copied October 18, 1887,
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in a bullock garry and return—royal—with lighted flambeanx ;
and if you survived the ten or twenty years' conflict, to see Hie
jacet written over almost every friend you knew or cared about;
auch were some of the enviromments of the Bombay merchant
about 1734,

It is preposterous to ask if these gentlemen were happier
than those of our own days. No two names, for example, bulk

Bl ORORGE OXINDEN.
( Governor ¢f Surat, 1668 1668,

bigger in the annals of Western India than those of Child and
Oxinden. They were the demigods of Bombay and Surat to-
wards the end of the seventeenth century. And yet Child was
convicted of frand and died an outlaw of the Government he
had insulted and affected to despise, and Oxinden’s agents were
impeached in the House of Tords. Of what avail were Child’s
influential connections in England ? They could not save the
splendid reputation which he had built up for himself from
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being dashed to pieces, could not even raise a block of rude
stone to mark the place where lay the President and General
of the Indies. And the Oxindens? To be worried for ten
years in the House of Lords, and have your agents in Surat and
China branded with frand and conspiracy,® does not conduce to
happiness. There is nothing wanting in the shape of tombstone
to the Oxindens to record their virtues—gigantic mansolenm,
boast of heraldry, pomp of power, vaunting epitaph, and all that
sorb of thing. There appear to have been four brothers of them,
baronets or knights of the shire. But if you read between the
lines or illuminate them with the light of history, you will soon

* 41678, October 30, Love v, Oxenden.

“ Petition and appeal of William Love, John Buckworth, and William
Rawsterne, Executors of Edward Browne, deceased ; Thomas Bretoo, Edward
Pearce, Thomas Pearle, Symon Delboe, James Citherow, Judith Sayoen, widow,
and Nathaniel Betton, Executors of Abraham Sayon, deceased ;
Robinson and Thomas Nooll, Exccutors of Sir In Noell, 7
Thomas Noell and Martha, bis wifo, administratrix of Nathaniel Spomes,
:neemd; John White and Abigall Bush, exeoutrix of Abmbam Bush,

“Appeal from n deeree in Chancery of November 3, 1663, founded on o
report of referces touching the accounts of a trading voyage undertaken for
petitioners ns a joint stock to Ching and Surat.  Petitioners allege frand and
consplrmey amun% their agents abroad, and pray that Sir Henry and Sir
James Oxinden, | s Atkins and Sir George Blundell may be ordered to
answer—L. J. X1I1. 591 annexed.

*(a) January 11, 16734, Petition of appellants, praying that service of
the order toanswer on the wife of Thomas Atkins, in lieu of her hushand,
may be goud service, and that Sir Heory and Sir James Oxinden may be
required peremptorily to answer.—L. J, XI1L. 611,

() January 22, 16734, —Answer of Sir George Blundell. Knowsnothing
of the matter, not having been a ¥ to the previous actions, Is only
adminidtrator de bonis mon of Sir Christopher Oxinden, in consequence of a
debt :ﬂ;nul to him. Has not yet discovered amy nssets, Prays to be
g?ﬁm:': with costs. (Brought in this day MS. Min. of date, See L.J. X11.

“(e) January 23, 1673-4.—Answer of Bir Henry Oxinden and Sir James
Uxinden. Sir Henry denies that he is exccutor of Sir George Oxinden, but
Sir James, as such executor and alone, is interested in the estate. The decree
was fair and equitable, and was made on merchants' accounts, and accordin
to the customs of merchants in reference to proceedings between them
their agenta. The reference was by consent, nor can the petitioners allege
fraud. . The referees were heard in Court, to give the reasons for their
certificate, which cannot now be done, as some of them are dead, and their
reasons not expressed on the certificate. Pray to have the benefit of their
decree. L. J. XIL, 615. (For proceedings on the hearing, see MS, Min.
Toby, 6, 9, 11, and 16."}—Ninth Beport of the Reoyal Commizsion on Historical
Manuscripts, Part 11, presented to both Houses of Parliament by command
of Her Majesty, 1884,
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discover that the Oxindens did not sleep on a bed of roses or
enjoy one tithe of the security which is now possessed by the
Indian merchant of 1884.

We have spoken of the * Nubobs " and their time. There was
1o middle class in India in their day to share the loaves and
fishes with them, for the Nabobs swallowed up everything.

Matters are now more fairly adjusted. The three or four
millions per annum which their greed and oppression wrested
from suffering populations or from the princes who had made
them suffer, now finds its way in the shape of profits, pensions,
or wages honestly earned, and goes to the support of an in-
dustrious community, whether it be the agents who assist in
carrying on the Government, or the great army outside of it,
who are engaged in its commercial or industrial development.
The benefits resulting from our connection with India are two-
fold, for the bargain is not a one-sided one, and may be thus
stated. They are first those which concern ourselves, and of
which we are the recipients ; and secondly, those which have
been either created or multiplied by us (and the natives them-
salves who are now working with us) for behoof of the people
of Tndia. India gains more than England. She gets more than
she gives, for England did not require to go to India for a good
Government ; we had it of ourselves; what we had we gave, and
it has done more good to the people of India than has ever been
done before by any of her administrators. 1t has raised them
in the scale of living and sentient beings, and added a new term
to existence. Of all things that a nation can have, the most
priceless possession is a good Government; the gold of Ophir
or the diamonds of Golkonda are not to be compared to it; nor
need we go, like John Stuart Mill, as far as Asia Minor to see
what @ bad Government can do in converting a garden into a
howling wilderness,

The people of India, no doubt, pay for good government, but
they do not pay too much. I have read somewhere, for example,
that the revenue of Aurangzeb was one hundred millions
sterling o year. I have read also that in his days the Dekhan
was little else than a howling wilderness.* Is anybody so

* It did not want nal administeation, as Aurangzeb was never nbeent
from the Dekhan during the last twenty years of his u%:.
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foolish as to imagine that if the English had not made good -

* their footing in Western India, no other Power wonld have done

so, and all things would have continued as they were? If
England had folded her hands as an idle spectator of eventsin -
India, many things might have occurred ; but of this you may
rest assured,'tlnt in'no event would there, Hye: Bk sl A
Peshwah in Poona, or probably a single native potentate in
Western India. Indeed, the chances were that if the P

had been allowed to extend their conquests in Western India
beyond the limits of Goa in the seventeenth century, the Pesh- -
was would never have come into existence, and another Goa
would by this time have darkened with its gloomy ruins the
Island of Bombay. That was your chanm of a Portuguese
dominion in the seventeenth century.

And when Napoleon came to Suez in the end of the eigh-
teenth century with Bagla eye and an outstretched arm that
threatened to embrace the world, that was your chance of
another dominion founded by Napoleon, a chance neither
remote nor unlikely ; but it was the will of God it should not
be so, and so it came to pass that an empire was built up as we
see it to-day, not without the exhibition of passions and failings
which are incidental to human nature, and which have left some
ugly marks behind to remind us that we are fallible. But this
much may be averred with truth in regard to the settlement of
Western India, that whoever were the agents by whom that
settlement was effected, or by whatever means it was accom-
plished, in no single instance has the Government of England
assailed liberty of worship, or that prineiplé of free inquiry and
private judgment which is the palladium of British liberty,
endorsed by legislative enactment a systematic course of violence
or oppression, committed the carrying on of its work to bad
men or men of bad repute, or either knowingly or wilfully acted
with injustice to the people of India.
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CHAPTER 1L
Tre MArTYRS 0F THANA,

I or about the year of our Lord 1321 four men suffered
death for their religion at Thana. As the Reformation did not
take place for one hundred and twenty years after this, Roman
Catholics and Protestants may be supposed to have an equal
interest in the event. We are indebted for an account of it to
Orderic, 8 Franciscan friar who arrived in Thana shortly after.
Four Minorites, whose names were Thomas of Tolentino, James
of Padua, Peter of Siena, and Demetrius, a lay brother, were
living in the house of a Nestorian, of which sect there were
fifteen families in Thana. On being brought before the Qazi
and questioned as to their belief, they stated that Christ was
the very God, and one of them rashly replied that he believed
Muhammad was the son of perdition, and was in hell with his
father the devil. The end is easily foreseen. The people
shouted out for their death. Thana is a hot place, and they
were first bound and exposed bare-headed (we all know what
that means to a monk) in the sun from nine till three, the six
hottest hours of the day. This had no effect. Then James of
Padua was thrown twice into a fire. The result was the same.
The ruler of the town then sent them away secretly to a suburb
across the arm of the sea. This could not be far from that
part where the railway bridge, from Salsette, now joins the
mainland. But the Qazi persuaded the Malik or ruler to send
men after them to kill them. Thomas, James, and Demetrius
were beheaded. Peter, who had not been with the others, was
next day tortured and eut asunder. On hearing of this mas-
sacre, the Emperor at Dehli, Ghyas-ad-din-Tughlaq, sent for the
Malik, and, upbraiding him for daring to inlict death on those
whom God hiad twice preserved, ordered him to be executed.
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16 THE MARTYES OF THANA.

Tt is very easy in this age of rosewater to say that they
behaved imprudently, and courted martyrdom. The Great
Mughal did not think so. The narrative is full of legend and
miracle, but the air was dense with these articles of belief, and
Thomas of Tolentino, if not a spectator, was certainly alive when
the greatest wonder of the age is said to have taken place, to
wit, the transmigration of the Holy House of Loretto from the
shores of Palestine to very nearly his own door in 1204,

But divested of legend and superstition the facts remain the
same, These Italian monks, to whom we owe the first seeds of
the gospel in India,* were the earliest Christian missionaries
from Europe, of which we have any exact record. That the
martyrdom took place, we think there cannot be the shadow of
a doubt. Orderic mentions some facts about Thana, casually,
which must have astounded the Europe gentlemen of the
fourteenth century. That there were flying foxes—that the
rats there were so big that the cats could mot kill them,—that
ants and other vermin were fed by the charitable, and that there
did not appear to be a nail or a piece of iron fastening in their
boats. * He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful
also in much.”

Their bodies were buried at Supara, about four miles from
Bassein, a place identified with the Ophir of Holy Seripture
(and famons in 1882 for the unearthing of some fine Buddhist
relics); but, be that as it may, no gold-dust in the Aurea
(hersonesus, was so precious to the early Christians. At the
distance of 550 years we may well despair of presenting more
than the flimsiest sketch of a voyage from Ormuz to Thana
It lasted 28 days—sailing by day and coming to anchor in some
ereek or harbour for the night, It was their way in those
times, and dispensed with observations during the might and
gave o clear outlook for reefs and pirates. The custom still
lingers in the bandar boat cruise nowadays. Their longest
streteh was from Diu to Daman across the Gulf of Cambay.
At length Dhanu, Tarapur, Deravi, Versova, and Mahim were
passed—giving a wide berth to the fishing stakes, On leaving

* The vexed question of the Nestorians in India we leave out of sight for
the present.

& ke .
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18 THE MARTYRS OF THANA.
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night between April and September, they would see over the
high land of Thal, a little above the horizom, the *Southern
Cross,” the symbol of their faith, and a welcome harbinger to
this land of heathendom.

Thana was visited by Marco Polo about forty years previously.*
The Thana of to-day does not seem to be a pleasant place. In

_the early days of the monsoon when the tide is out and at sun-
down, with rain falling, the view from the railway bridge is
one of the dismalest a man can cast eyes on. To the young
civilian, often sent there on his first outset,

#The sun's oye bad a sickly glare,
The earth with age was wan,

The skeletons of nations were
Around that lonely man.”

We cannot rebuild or repeople in our imagination the Thana
of Marco Polo, but we may be certain of this, however, that
though the town was a very different place, the topographical
surroundings are still the same, and in this respect Thana was
seen by Marco Polo and these early missionaries very much as
we see it to-day. A creek fringed with cactus and palm, up
which twice a day the tide rushes with remarkable velocity,
converting its dry and rocky bed into the dimensions of a
navigable river, the ereek widening out gradually into an estuary,
now the harbour of Bombay, and beyond—the illimitable sea,—
for the flapping of the great sails of Cabral and Da Gama's
fleets was as yet unheard on the Indian Ocean.

The land side was bounded by a barrier of rugged mountains
clothed with teak and iron-wood, over which could be descried
the sharp saw-like edges and peaks of the Chanda and Bhau-
malang range,} and the untrodden solitudes of Matheran,

Not far off was Dewa, a scene that has been taken by many
painters and found its way to the Royal Academy. Nowadays,

® Sep Yule's Marco Polo, ii., 385 £

t %On May 27,1792, I turned off the direct road, under Bawamalang,
that inex able mountain fort, in sight of Bombay, whish zet at defiance
and repulsed with loss the British force which attempted to carry it by
assault against a storm of granite hurled down the rocky stairs in 1770.°—
Price’s Memorials, 1839,
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traveller as he emerges from the first tunnel which pierces the
mainland of India, one of the magical reaches of this Indian
Bosporus which clasps in its arms the islands of Bombay and

L
“Whose gleaming with the setting sun
One burnish’d sheet of living gold,
And islands that empurpled bright,
Floated amid the livelier light,
(kqn,mmmdu,mrlkmllsmnﬁmdljhuﬂ*d,
The fragments of an earlier world.”

Of the manner of life of these missionaries we know nothing,
but we know a good deal about those among whom they
laboured. Velvet weavers, buckram weavers, weavers of Tanna
eloths, vendors of betelnut, artificers of blackwood, leather
manufacturers, noisy horse coupers from Arabia, with wild
pirates and lawless fishermen (for in those days there was great
shipping at Thans), a brawling, shouting, seething multitade,
every man of them Muslim or idolater. Such was the hostile
population amid whose lot was cast the protomartyrs of Chris-
tianity in Western India. It is sad to believe that when the
Portuguese took Thana 200 years afterwards there was not a
gingle Christian in it.

¥OTE ON THE GOLD OF OFHIE.

Put we must now deal with the gold of Ophir which has
cropped up in this article. We have a great respect for gold
either as ore, bullion, or coin, it does not matter much, and if
we can only bring it nearer to Bombay so much the better.
We may add that as silver depreciates in value this respect
increases all the more, and we will, therefore, endeavour to
speak of gold with becoming reverence. Ophir is mentioned in
Genesis x. 29, and since that time has had a tronbled existence ;
like the dove from Noah's Ark finding no rest for the sole of its
foot. In our young days Niebuhr placed Ophir in Arabia. Tt
was soon after removed by somebody across the Arabian Sea to
Sofala in Africa. After a consumptive existence in Africa, it
died out, and suddenly under the giant auspices of Max Miiller,

02
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Versova the tall palmyras on the ridge of Walkeshwar came in
view on the verge of the horizon. And so working the * Jahaz "
round its columnar cliffs fretted by the everlasting surf they
made their way into the greatest harbour of Western India.
The buggalow which brought these missionaries from Ormuz was
driven in by a storm. The places visible to the eye on leaving
the open sea we shall endeavour to describe by their old names,
as they first heave themselves in sight on the page of history.
Khenery Island, well wooded ; Walkeshwar, covered with rocks,
woods, and long grass amid which were almost smothered the
Hindu sanctuary, and tank of the same name with a temple to
the triform God at the very extremity. The Yoni or famous
stone of Regeneration on the water edge. The two Kolabas,
mother and daughter, though the sea rushed violently between
them, seemed perfectly united, and on Dews Dandi, we will
place a beacon light, “impugn it whoso list.” * Along the ridge
of these islands there grew a thin green line of palms. But
palms were everywhere from Cape Bombaim to the site of the
city destined to arise here, covering it, and the ground far
beyond it, in one continued forest ending in the: great woods of
Mahim. Somewhere hereabouts, we may be sure, appearcd (say
on the site of the Crawford Market) the proverbial fisherman,
and the bittern standing on one leg amid his empire of
desolation. There were two islands with strange names, Deva
Diivi, the “isle of the gods,” and Chinal Tekri (Hog-Island),
the “hill of the harlots” Between them lay a third—one of
the wonders of the worldl—Gharapuri, or the “town of
excavations,” conspicuous by its black colossal elephant and
stone horse, and more famous for its caves, so full of idols and
of graven images, that it might have been well called by
Christian, Jew, or Saracen the “ hill of devila.”

So sailing on—but now in quieter water, between Trombay
with its Neat'’s Tongue and Pir's Tomb on the left, and on the
right Karnala, that mighty pillar of basalt which has been for
all ages a landmark to the sailor making this port of India,—
they reach Thana.

* The medern lighthouse was erected in 1760.—Forrest's Cafalogue of
Records of Bombay, 1880,

VoL, L C
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the lusty child reappears on the banks of the Indus at a place
called Patalene,and Sir Charles Napier, if we remember rightly,
wﬁmliringinﬂﬁfton(ﬁmehi}, amused himself in the belief
that the golden cup of Alexander (Ophir no doubt) lay hidden
in the Gedrosian sands thereabouts. This belief aguin was
rudely dispelled by the German critic, Lassen, who " conclu-
sively demonstrated” that the Ophir of Job and Solomon was
in Gujarat. The régar, or black cotton soil of Gujarat, is rather
an awkward matrix for gold ; but never mind. It is satisfactory
so far, our readers will observe, that Ophir is in the right direc-
tion, and coming nearer to us step by step on the golden ladder.
We have mentioned its arrival near Bassein ; and the arguments
for its localisation here are neither so flimsy nor so unsubstan-
tial as at first sight may be imagined.

Supara is near Bassein.® Itis mentioned by Ptolemy and the
author of the Periplus. Ophir is spelled in the Septuagint,
Sophir, and Josephus says Ophir is in the Aurca Chersonesus,
which belongs to India. Now where is there another Cher-
sonesus on this side of India except the Bombay group of
islands? From Supara comes Sophir—Ophir. But our readers
must make their own deductions, Dr. Wilson used playfully
to remark that the Scotch were Scythians and were in India
ages ago. Had not the letters Scyt been deciphered on the
dolmens of Upper India? Seyt, Seoot Seot. “So muns the
dread anathema.” We turn up with fear and trembling Smith's
(lassical Dictionary, the highest authority we can lay hands on,
and under the head Seythe is this sentence which we confess
seems to prove the Doctor’s theory correct, and is a damning
argument against the non-Scythian hypothesis, * The Scythians
had no fixed habitations, but roamed over a vast tract of country
at their pleasure.” This decides the question. Of course, the
Seoteh are Scythians. Then as to Ophir.

Men like to deal in generalities and will never come to
particulars. Arabia, Africa, Sind, Gujarat are fine names, in
which it is exceedingly easy for Max Maller and others to place
the land of Ophir, words—

% Pall of sound and fory
Signifving nothing,”

* Indian Antiguary, i., 321, and ik, 96 ; xi., 286, 204 ; and xiii., 325.
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making of it a geographical expression pure and simple. It is
a great matter, therefore, to have Ophir, once for all, localised,
identified ; moored to one place the latitude and longitude of
which can be easily determined. * ® * * We had written
thus far when an uneasy feeling takes possession of us. After
having fixed Ophir on as solid & basis as this terraqueous globe
affords, in an evil hour we glanced at the newspapers, where
some preposterous individual, we had used a stronger wori,
writes to a Glasgow paper (of all places in the world) that
Wynaad is the Land of Ophir. '

This is really too much. We cannot afford to have gold
passing us in this way. Gold has always been a welcome guest
in Bombay. Norman Macleod dubbed us * worshippers of fire
and of fine gold.” We therefore protest against it. Take our
apes andnurpaawc.ks.andwenmiralgumtmea,but give us our
gold. It is too bad. If this continues, Passein may become an
Irish quaking bog and run away with us. Ophir may drift
away from its moorings, and leave us like Pogson at Madras,
just in time from our garret window to see it clear our line of
vision—a comet of the first magnitude.

We have done all we can to establish Ophir in our neighbour-
hood. But some men will not believe it Though we sym-
pathise with their incredulity, we say to all such unbelievers
what Waller addressed to the Lord Protector of England—

“To dig for wealth, we weary mot our limbs,
Gold though the heaviest metal hither swims,
Ours is the harvest which the Indians mow,
We plough the deep and resp what others sow.”
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 CHAPTER IIIL
Westery INDIA IN 1583,

e i o s Tocqueviles ek ha
conquest and government of India are mm achievements which give
fm her in the opinion of the P—Sir Henry Sumner Maine,
For a long time we were a very weakly power in Western
Indis, and our Bombay dominion for a hundred years was
limited to such an extent that a good pedestrian in a single day
might even walk over it. As for Surat, we were for more than
a century merely tenants-at-will of the Great Mughal. When
we agreed with his Nawab, all went on well; when we dis-
agreed with him, he put us in irons. But frail and limited as
this dominion was, we can now in 1891 aver that we have held
it absolutely for a longer term than any of the former rulers of
Western India. The oldest native of Bombay, even by tradi-
tion from his great-grandfather, knows of no other power than
the power of England. It has outlived all the Subadars of the
Dekhan. We have been longer here than the Peshwas were in
Poona or the Nizams in Haidarabad, and our authority dates to
a time when even the names of Holkar, Sindia, and Gaikwar were
unknown. We forget the Habshi * of Janjira, who, strange to
say, with his semi-African genealogy, has outlived the wreck of
nations, and, like Monaco in Europe, may protest against the
Republic. It is true we are an alien race. But will you point
to us in the history of India a race of sovereigns who were
bound to the soil by community of birth, religion, and language 71
Who was Timur the Tartar and his house, which for generation
after generation from the Peacock Throne lorded it over India?

* o Hahshi,” or * Abyssinian,” is the title given to the Nawab of Janjira
to the south of Kulaba.

$ Or indeed anywhere. In Ruseia it is German. # The fact is too common
to excite remark, the first and most liberal countries in the world, as far as
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From Tartary, from Rim, from Georgia, from Khorasan, from
regions beyond the Satlej, Tartars, Arab mercenaries, and slaves
who were themselves bought and sold, built up erown and king-
dom from Mount Everest to Malacca. Our vanity is rebuked,
however, when we begin to realise that there was a time when
the face of an Englishman had not been seen on the shores of
Bombay, nor its name on the map of India; and yet there was
such a time. When Shakespeare was alive, when Elizabeth
reigned, when Mary Queen of Scots was imprisoned, when
Knox thundered in St. Giles, when Drake and Raleigh ventured
their ships to compete with the galleons of Spain into unknown
seas, no man of woman born had yet used English speech within
our island. The first English bungalow had not been built, for
the first Englishman had not yet jumped ashore amid huzzas.
The first bargain had not been struck, and consequently the
grave of the first Englishman had not been dug. The grass on
Malabar-hill was a cover for the hare, and a shelf on the ¢liff a
nest for the sea-eagle.

We have been led to these reflections by the perusal of Jean
Hugues of Linschoten's great work Histoire de la Navigation.
The author came out to India in 1583 with the Archbishop of
Goa, and the copy of his book now before us, the third edition,
was published at Amsterdam in 1638. It is in old French,
through which we stumble with difficulty, and is full of
engravings of scenes and costumes in Western India, taken with
the accuracy and executed with the art which distinguished the
Duteh in those days, for in these things they were then far ahead
of us. It is & large folio in which the author, a Hollander,
seems to give an impartial account of the countries through
which he passed, and where the pictures become doubly valu-
able, as they represent the condition of things before the
Englishman had put in an appearance on this side of India.

The Portugnese, our readers are aware, had taken possession
of our island in 1532, but fifty years after, when our author

they have kings st all, being governed by princes of alien blood. In London
the dynasty is Hanoverian; in Berlin it is Swabian ; in Paris it is Corsican ;
in Vienna it is Swiss; in Florenoce it is Savoyard; in Copenhagen it is
Holstein ; in Stockbolm it is French ; in Brussels it is Coburg; at the
Hingue it i= Rhenish; in Lisbon it is Rohany ; in Athens it is Danish ; in Rio
it s Pm‘lu.gum"-—-ﬂnp‘w‘th Dixon's Free Hussia, 1870,
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was at Goa, it seems to have been of no aceount. He gives
full account of Goa in many pages and half-page descriptions of
Cambay, Ormuz, Diu, Daman, Bassein, Chaul, Dabul, and Onor,
commercial emporiums of some note; but Bombay, or Mumbai
as we may then call it, had not even made itself so far known
that an intelligent European coming to Goa and deseribing
Western India should take any notice of it. A stranger on the
bourse at Amsterdam might as well ask for Uran or Trombay.
That it was an outpost in which a few Portuguese from Bassein
were stationed, round whom had clustered the kajan huts of
Koli or Dongar, we believe. But no indication of such a site is
given, and as ecclesiastical annals and Xavier's letters are
equally silent on the subject of even a missionary being sent to
us, we have come to the conclusion that our infant metropolis
had at that time such a small nueleus, that it was not even
worth looking after, and was nothing in comparison of, say,
Bandara or Mahim,—a sufficient rebuke to our vanity or pride
of place, if we have any. There is ample evidence, we think,
that the shrine of Walkeshwar is of great antiquity, as on our
very first contact with those shores, in 1662, it was a place of
pilgrimage, and had doubtless been resorted to for ages by the
natives along the coast. Of the harbour itself I am reminded
that from remote times it has been a place whence the products
of this region found an outlet, and at the same time an inlet for
the produce and handiwork of other conntries,—a commerce
manipulated by the merchants of Thana, and previously by
Kalyan, before Bombay comes before us on the page of history ;
and though there is no evidence on the subject, it is highly
probable that for the protection of that commerce a beacon fire
was kept burning on Kolaba point at night.* Buat let us see
something of Goa by the help of Linschoten's pictures.

THE MAN ABOUT TOWH.

Tt was during the time when Akbar reigned in Dehli, in
1583, that I entered the city of Goa, which was then in the

* «Today I went to Colaba. On the southern extremity of this island

stands a lighthouse, where fire is kept during the night as o signal to ships
which come into the Bombay harbour.”—Dr. Hove, 1787.
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wear shoes without stockings.®* Nunneries have not yet been
established. There will be plenty of them by-and-by.

The entourage of the European bungalows differs little from
our own. A native climbing a toddy-tree with knife in his
waistband, o woman drawing water, a parrot in a cage, and a
pet monkey hanging on to the verandah by its hind legs, with
a church in the distance, constitute an amusing and suggestive
picture,

KING OF BALAGHAT,

I hear the sound of horns: there is a sudden rush of the
crowd, and aloft in awful state borne upon a palanquin comes
an ambassador from one of the Dekhany kings. I know these
sturdy bearers from beyond the mountains, as they pass into
the city at a swinging trot, and now near the end of their
journey, take their “canter up the avenue” or a last spurt as
they breast the hill. A sombrero-wallah has enough to do to
keep the sun from the dusky countenance of His Excellency,
who stolidly contemplates the strange manners and costumes
of the Feringi t which they have hronght in their earavels, across
the kela-pani from the other side of the world. His retainers
are armed with bow and arrow, with spear and javelin, and
shield of rhinoceros-hide from Africa; dusty and wayworn from
some far off eity in the Dekhan—EBedar, or Bijapur, or Goleonda
and its diamonds.  Bijapur was now in all its glory, its citadel
a crown of joy and rejoicing to it, and the architect of the big
dome of Mahmud Shah will soon be busy at his work.} He frowns
with contempt upon the Lusitanian and his works of Shaitan.
Even his ships, are they not the works of the devil? A land of

* Bpaniards, f.e., mestizoes, eredesit re al Quito, capal of Eousdor, * Gloves
are never worn, and stockings are unknown, shos being slipped on the bare
feer."—Stanford's GFeagraphioal Compendivm, Cen and Sowth America,
1882,

t i.e. European, from the Persian Firange, n Frank, and now applied to
the English,

1 The biggest dome in the world.—Pantheon, diameter 142 feet, height
143 feet ; Duomo, Florence, diameter 139 feet, height 310 feet; St. Poter's,
dinmeter 180 feet, height 330 feet; St. Sophin, dinmeter 115 feet, height
201 feet ; St. Paul's, dinmeter 112 feef, height 215 feet; Bijapur, dinmeter
124 feet over o square, height 198 feet,
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monks and monasteries, where their men are women ; and their
women children : Kafirs, every one of them !

THE MASTER-MARINER.

Before the Portuguese conguered the land here, they had to
conguer the sea on the way to it. Hence these were the great
days for the Master-Mariner.* To be the captain of a ship was
next door to being a prince. To round the Cape of Storms, to
wriestle with the spirit of the storm like Da Gama in the Lusied,
to wield dominion of the seas like Cabral, was to be a king of
men and crowned with acelaim by your fellows. Your name
was written in letters of gold and colours on the portals of the
Viceroy's Palace, where the wondering stranger beholds with
awe and pride the name of every ship and the date of its
departure from Lisbon, with the date of its arrival, the New
Jernsalem of the storm-tossed sailor.t Henceforth your ship was
among the immortals more famous than any one in the long
catalogue of Homer's fleet. High over the rest shone the
mighty name of Albuquerque, date 1510, for though he was not
primus in Indis, no man until his time had ever heard the
flapping of European sails in the waters of Goa, for

“He was the first that ever burst
Into that silent sea™

that lies Lieside the island of the thousand-and-one palm trees,

DECLINE AXD FALL.

It is interesting to note that the canses which un-made Goa
and made Bombay are apparent at o very early stage of their
existence. It would be unfair to contrast the colonial policy of
Portugal in 1580 with that of any European nation in 1680,
but we are fairly entitled to place it side by side with the

* & Magellan (M iluu-ns} ﬂ:n‘a\l five years in India under Alfonso

d'Albuguerque and a{l&rimu da Curiha, and there is every probability he was

nt Goa. Prince Henry the Navigulor, page 422, “He joined the
expedition of Francisco d"Almeida, the first Viceroy of the Tndies, which leit

TPortueal in 1505 and arrived at Qujlms. This seems certain"—J rince Henry.
+ Vessels were then few and far between.
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attitude assumed by our own first settlers towards the sur-
rounding peoples in Western India, after making allowance for
such progress as had been made in the century between 1580
and 1680 in the art of colonisation and the doctrine of toleration.
Goa and Bombay are islands of about the same size; they both
have magnificent harbours. Upon the one the Portuguese sat
down to exploit, and on the other the British. But the Portu-
guese were first in the race; they were stronger than we, by
virtue of military conquest, and they had a wider area on which
to exploit. The Colonial Empire of Portugal in the sixteenth
century was a great empire, quite as great to the then known
world as the Colonial Empire of England is in the nineteenth
century. Their enemies were fewer in number, and less formid-
able by sea and land. They had the Dutch to oppose them.
So had we. And what were the Muhammadan kings who had
then established themselves in the Dekhan compared to the
daring of Sivaji or the might of Aurangzeb ?

When we sat down to our work of government, the same
difficulties that confronted them confronted us. There was a
community made up of the same materinls, n number of people
drawn together of the different races, languages, and religions of
Asin. Taking our stand, we appear both going to the same
destination ; but the point is a kind of reversing station, for
though we set off together, the means which each takes to ac-
complish his government drives us in different directions, We
both mean to govern, and we both do it in a different way, The
evil that was bound up in the existence of the Portugal of these
days was Church and State, not the one without the other, hut
the one with the other. If you accept my jurisdiction, you
must accept my religious belief.*

Hence pagodas, tanks, mosques, synagogues, and a whole
jungle of unbeliefs from their point of view, were cleared out of
the cities of Western India, which presented the appearance of
a compact form of Christianised communities with one aim and
serving one master; but it was merely in appearance., The

* “ Hundreds, perhaps thousands of Hindu families, now settled in Bombay,
were originally natives of Goa, who emigrated long ago to other countries, to
save themselves from the rigowrs of the Inquisition.”—Dr. J. Gerson Da
Cunha, Journal, Bombay Dranch of the Royal Asiatic Sociefy, 1887,



TOLERATION. @1
device was a hollow sham and make-belief, as every traveller
who visited these cities in the 16th century testifies. Their
own Camoens says :—* This land is the mother of great villains,
and the stepmother of honourable men.” The outer framework
and poliey of it was a sham. Human nature will not stand this
sort of thing; so one day a priest is shot outside of Passein,
another day a monk is poisoned in a buggalow, and on a third
news comes that four missionaries are massacred at Cuncolim,
They are claimed as martyrs by the church, but they are martyrs
to the stupidity and misgovernment of mankind.

We have touched in the first chapter on the poliey which
was inaugurated by the English founders of Bombay, that all
religions should have fair play. A later chapter will show how
Aungier dealt with the Banyas, and that he induced them to
settle here by allowing them their religious rites, marriage
processions, and burning of their dead. It was only after our
occupation that the first Tower of Silence was erected on
Malabar-hill ; * synagogue, mosque, and fire-temple, all make
their appearance afterwards. We began by proclaiming Bombay
an asylum for all, and this was the corollary. The silk weavers
came in a body from Chaul, and we had to build houses for
them. Then eame the Parsis, who eould build their own houses
and ships as well, one of which fought at the battle of Navarino,
and on board another was written “ The Star-spangled Banner.”
But whether it was the Banyas of Diu or the Bhatiyas of Kachh,
all were welcome. We hailed also the Jews from the rivers of
Babylon, And this is the reason why Bombay now contains

77,000 inhabitants, and is not, like Goa, n huge grassy tomb,
We were not, and it is as well to remember this, Socicta pro-
paganda Fide, but *the United Company of Merchants of
England trading in the East Indies.”

We need not, however, lay the flattering unction to our souls
that we brought this doctrine of toleration to Asia,. We found
it here when we came, and wisdom will not die with us. For
centuries, aye to the most remote times, there had been a most

*.The Modi Ghandy Tower of Silence—on the Pedder Road ; there seems
to have been only about a dozen Parsis in Bombay when application was
made by them to the Governor in 1669 for permission to erect & Dukhma on
Ghandy’s piece of land, which was granted. See note, p. 147,
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extensive commercial intercourse carried on by various nation-
alities along the sea board of Western India, so it had become
pretty generally understood that if you wished to trade with a
man, it was not necessary to knock him down, if he differed
from you in religious belief. So the question had been very
much solved in the maritime towns.®* For example, Saimur or
Chemul was very near Bombay. The site of it is still disputed.
There were 10,000 Muslims in it. The Hindus could not have
been very intolerant here. Then at one time there were seen
in the harbour of Ormuz 400 Chinese junks.i There must
have been toleration there for the disciples of Confucius.

Sivaji neither burned mosque nor pagoda, and allowed dissent
in his army, for there were many Muslims in it, and they had
their own butcher.§ And when Aungier took in hand the
mongrel community of 10,000 vagabonds who swarmed round
the Castle of Bombay, he found the panchayal ready to his
hand |,—an institution native to India, which gave to every
caste the elements of self-government, or, as Elphinstone in-
weniously hath it, gave to the people justice when they could
not get it elsewhere.

THE INQUISITION.

We learn from My, Fonseca's History of Goa that the horrors
of the Inquisition have been much overrated. It is pleasing to
think that it was a mild and beneficent institution, and that the
dreams of childhood from Foxe's Book of Marfyrs and Willie
Lithgow's Travels ¥ are a delusion. We may now die happy,
so far as the Inquisition is concerned. It was a great enemy
of rich men, for their property was confiscated. But for a
poor man? Why, he had a cell of his own, and, if a Euarapean,
bread and meat to his dinner twice a week, with a bed and
coverlet to protect him from the night dews. Not that the

# o [¢ geems to have been solved at Elura, where Brahman, Jain and Buddhist
Temples are carved out of the rock alongside of each ather, which shows that
they all lived in harmony."—Sir Manier Williams' Buddhism, 1880,

§ Abulfeda, par Reinand.—Yule in Iud, Autiquary, i., 320.

I W.8 Linﬂ}"ﬂ Merchant Shipping, 1875,

% Fryer. | Bruce's Aunals,

& In Spain, but nearly of the same date as Linschoten.
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place was open—only the cells had windows and doors. There
was a great air of peace and tranquillity about the place, which
arose from the fact that the warders in the galleries, who saw
everything, would allow no noise. And they were right, for
noise and tranquillity are strange bed-fellows. It must have
been something of this kind that fascinated Ralph Fitch, an
English merchant, who at Ormuz was kindly offered a free pas-
sage to Goa to explain matters, and is now here in free quarters
in this year of grace 1583. If we remember rightly, he—like
Baron Trenck elsewhere—found the place so comfortable, he
wouldn't come out. “If T only once got to England, how happy
should T be to come out again. Oh, gentlemen of England whe
live at home at ease, you little know the comforts of the
Inquisition.”

I read further that the ailments of the inmates are carefully
attended to, that the Inquisitor with his secretary and interpre-
ter—how considerate '—comes twice a month specially to inquire
about them. I marvel at the ventilation of the cells. The
doors are kept wide open to every breeze that blows every
morning from 6 to 11. Sanitation is a perfect model, The
etoeteras are cleared out once in four days. Remember this is
1583. The eating hours are far in advance of any other town
in India. Breakfast at 6 a.m., dinner at 11 a.m., and supper at
4 pm. No wonder people who have been in the civil jails
prefer the Inquisition. Then aufos da fé*® are not numerous;
sometimes one did not occur for several years, Besides, there
was no reason for your being burned alive. The alternative
was always open to you, to confess Christianity, in which case
you were only strangled, justifying the old saw, © confess and be
hanged.” The business afterwards was merely secondary and a
matter of form, perfectly painless, and required no display of
fortitude, for fire or water is all the same to a dead man ; and it
did not matter if your shinbones, carried by a lot of guys in
wooden boxes, rattled at the tail of processions for a century
to come. 1 know Dellont tells differently to all this, but he

* The last Goa auto da fé was in February, 1778.—Murray's Magazine,
November, 1890,

t The Sieur Dellone’s Account of his Veyage to the Fast Indies, Eng.
transl, London, 1698,

VOL. L D
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" lived a century later, and I do not believe Dellon in many

things.

To speak seriously. At the trial there was no exhibition of
the rude instruments and coarse enginery of persecution to
harrow the poor soul. Some fools in Seotland in the seven-
teenth century tried this, but it only turned out, to use their
own language, “an indulgence to tender consciences” You
remember Old Mortality and the never-to-be-forgotten scene
when Hugh Machriar, alias Mackail, stood before the judges in
the High Court of Commission. A crimson curtain was with-
drawn and revealed the grim manipulator at an oaken table,
laid out with the horrible apparatus of torture, rack, boot, and
thumbserew, and that, as Sir Walter tells us, though a touch of
nature brought the blood to Macbriar's cheek, he gnzed at the
apparition with composure. So clumsy were these old work-
men, Lauderdale and Mackenzie, in dealing with heretics.
They had not learned their lessons at this school. Here we act
differently, We draw aside a green taffeta curtain and reveal
—the cross. It leans agninst the tapestry on the walls, looms
big, and stretches away up to the groined roof® It is a black
cross.  Yes, under this holy emblem the work is done. The
High Court of Commission and the Inquisition are nearly con-
vertible terms. But Portugal or Scotland, it is all the same, no
matter under what sky the deed is done; the palm-tree groweth
here, and “ the broom with its tassels on the lea ” yonder, but it
does not alter the eternal nature of things. Soon or syne the end
of these things is death—death not ouly to the vietim, but
death to the political system which first caught him, then
incarcerated him, now tries him, and will burn him. No
Government, be it Catholic or Protestant, be it Muslim or Brak-
man. can engage in this warfare with impunity. To rid herself
of it was the salvation of Scotland, to continue in it was the
doom of Portugal.

* = According to a tradition current among the inhabitants of Goa, every
individual charged with witcherft or any offence nst the Catholic
religion was placed before the crucifix, when all of & sudden a thrill appeared
to pass through his whole frame. He trembled from head to foot, and at
last dropped senseless on the ground, incapable of fixing his eves on it any
more."—Fonseca's Cily of Goa, 1878,
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MIBCELLANEA. ab . .

On the yesterday of 1583 Portugal was a first-class power, -
and might have stood against the world ; now none so poor as do
her reverence.

MISCELLANEA.

Linschoten tells us that the non-Christian inhabitants of Goa
had to leave the town every evening at sound of tattoo, and
dared not practise their superstitions diaboliques under pain
of death. He argues bad consequences to the country that
every man serving under Lisbon, from the Viceroy downwards,
has a tenure of only three years of office, and hastens to make
the most of it.

The Gujaratis and Banyas are the most subtile merchants in
the whole of India. The climate and coast thirty miles north
and south of Chaul (which embraces Bombay) are more
salubrious than elsewhere. He states that the labourers and
: peasants who have made profession of Christianity are little
|r better than the pagans, and that they practise pagan rites hy
connivance of the Inguisitors,

In 1583 concubinage and bastardy had already done their
work, for the offspring of Portuguese fathers and native mothers
are named mestici,” and that of Indian fathers and Portuguese
mothers ewsfici,

On the cultivation and trade in opium he states that while
much of it comes from Aden and the Red Sea,t the greater part
comes from Cambaia and the Dekhan, meaning no doubt from
the Malwa districts through the Dekhani He is silent, as far
a8 we can gather, on its export to China, or of its being used
by the Chinese,

* % The development of European civilisation in Central and South Ameriea
has been hindered mainly by these mestizoes, who have tended mther to
degrade it to the Indian level."—H. W, Bates in Stanford’s Geographical
Compendinm, Central and South Amerien, 1882,

t ®For ages past Thebes in Egypt has witnessed the production of opium.
Six centuries ago the substance was known in Western Europe s Opium
Thebaicum. De Quincey considers it the Nepenthes of Humu'."—ﬂ!nm-‘ﬁ;n's
Muagazine, October 1887,

$ * Dunrte Barbosa, 1501-17, gives opinm as one of the products of India.
In the year 1773 the East Indin i‘um took the monopoly of opinm inte
their own hands,"—Life of Lord ﬂq}:gury, 1887, p. 240,

D2
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The following sentence, written in 1583, may have signifi-
cance for Scotsmen on the eve of St. Andrew's Day, for we have
seen the antiquity of tartan gravely disputed. Describing some
cloths he says they are “bizarre et semblable aux draps
d'Ecosse ;" so the Tartan beats them yet, and we shout Doch an
dorus !

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE OX LINSCHOTEN (p. 23).

The binding and about 100 pages of letter-press, with the
engravings, are in good preservation, but our *mortual
enemies,” the white-ants, have made fearful havoe of the Cartes
éographiques at the end of the volume before us. The book
boards at first sight look in ecapital order, but inspection
discloses the fact that in the end one, two dozen holes have
been bored, as if with a gimlet, through the book board, which
is one-eighth of an inch in thickness. Once through this outer
work, they have literally run riot, and round holes deftly eut
out, the size of a sixpence, are perforated through the maps
and a hundred pages of letter-press. The ineisori, if there is
such a word, have apparently burrowed and littered here for a
century ;* their final achievement leing o chasm about two
inches in dinmeter and half an inch deep. In a print about
two feet long, representing a morning scene of the Goa Crawford
Market of these days, they have spared neither age nor sex, and
performed decapitations on hildalgos and their wives which
wonld have astonished the Inquisition. So fragile and tindery
was this portion of the work, that we dared not touch it. But
the advent of the chief of the Archieological Department,
who is much accustomed to deal with ruins in their last
stage of decomposition, relieved us of this responsibility, and
he boldly disintegrated the shattered sheets which have been
s0 riddled by the shot of the enemy. When the great map
was spread cut by the Indian antiquary, it looked like the
flag of Drumeclog, or let us say, as it is the work of a Hollander,
like the English ensigns taken by Van Tromp, which are hung
up in Rotterdam Cathedral. Our zeal was rewarded. There on

* Bince this was written we learn that the mischief was all done In six
months,
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the faded and battered surface lay the name of our dear old
Bombaim, not itself dim or tarnished, but strong in the vigour
of perpetual youth, her castellated battlements looking out on
the Arabian Sea. With half the kingdom of Bisnagar eaten np,
this was something to be thankful for. There is no confirmation
here of the Portuguese name of Buon-Bahia ever having been
given to our city, The date is 1594 on the margin of this map,
which describes the geographical knowledge of 1583, and is the
earliest record of the city we are aware of. The towns along
this coast are Damaom, Danixno, Bagaim Maim, Bombaim,
Chaul, Danda, Quelecim, Dabul, R de Vitere, Zanguizara,
Debetele, Cintapore, which we leave our readers to identify.
Bharoch and Cambaia are north of Dehli, but it does not
matter.

In the pictares, we may add that, while there are many Furo-
peans and Natives consuming strong drinks, there is not a
single trace of Zobacco® or other smoking indulgences—confir-
mation if any were needed, that Raleigh's discovery came after-
wards, and found its way from America.

APPENDIX. {

In 1626 the English, with the Dutch, seized the island of Bombay on
the Malabar Coast from the Portugtiese, but for some unexplained reason
immediately abandoned it

Among the Ships' Journals preserved in the Military [Marine] Department
of the Indin Office are the Journals of three Englishmen present on the
cecasion above referred to; and, as they are the earliest English notices of
Bombay, I extract at length the entries relating to this obscure and long-
forgotten, but, to all “ Ducks,” deeply interesting event :—

A, From Andrew Worden's Journal in the William :—% 1626, Oct. 15.
In the moringn stood in aod ankred and landed of y* Eingles and the Duches
sum 400 meane st the leaste and tocke the forte & cnsell and the towne, and
sett fire of it and all the towne, and all the howesem [housen, ie., houses]

* “Tobacco was introduced to Europe about 1560 by a Dutch merchant,
who offered the plant to John Nicot, French envoy to Portugal."— Notes and
duerics, Nnv‘amser. 1887. It came from Europe to the Dekhan, and from
the Dekban it was intreduced at thecourt of Akbar about 1604 ; see a curious
necount of this by Assd Beg in Elliot's History of India, vi,, 165-167, also
m}ﬁ’FM' & "‘”mm""ﬁ Birdwood 00) of Old Revord:
i rom. Sir . Birdwood's Keprinled Repovt (18 LE ecoiis
at the India Office, pp. 214, 15, © L
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theraboutes, the pepell being all run away that night and ded caray away all
the best cometeles [commodities] levein nothein butt trashe,

%, 16, In the moringen we sete sayle,”

B. From Joln Vien's Jewrnal in the Discovery:—* 16268, Oect. 13.
This 13th daye we and the whele fileete both of English and Duch went into
Bumbay and came to an anckor in  fatham, one pointe beareinge W.N.W.
P compasse, the other 85,W.,, the one 3 mile of, the other 3 leagus of; this
wns in the entringe of the harbor.

“(ct. 14, This daie we went with the whole fleete in further, neare a
small towne or village, where there were Portingalls Wee mockored and
rde a mile of, in 6 fadd., one polnt P comp. beareinge W.8.'W. 5 mile of the
other 8, @ b W. some 5 lea. of. Wee came soe neere the Towne with two
of our shipps that wee drous them all awsye with our great ordnance, vie
the Morrice of the English, and ¥* Mauritius® of the Duch. In safetie we
linded our men on shore, whoe pilladged the Towne, and set their houses all
on fire with their fort neere the water side. Yea, wo staide there the 15th
daye doeinge all the spoyle that possiblic we conld, but we gott nothinge to
speake of but vittuall. Soe when wee had done all the harme we could, the
15th daye in the cuening wee gott our men aboord leaueings the Towne on
fire, and

“The 16 daye in the morneinge when the winde eam of shore, wee wayed
anckor, nnd went of to sea again,”

C. From David Dovies' Jowrnal in the Discovery—* 1626, Oct. 13.
The 13th we went into the Baye and Hoade w™out the stakes, ns you maye
sed in the draft following.

“The 14th the Moris & ij° Dutch shipps went in neere the greate howse
to Latter agaynst it, in w*™ batterie ij° of the Morls ordnance splitt ; the same
daje we landed 300 men Englishe and Duteh and burnt all their kittjonns
[eitizens’] howses and tooke the greate howse w™ ij basses [some denomination
of cannon unknown to me] of brasse & oue sakor [saker, i, literally, ‘2
hawk,'t a denomination of cannon] of fron.

“The 15th all our men embarkqued aboorde the shipps being sonday in
the evening, and lefte the greate howse w™ was boath a warehowse, & friory,
and a forte, all afice burning w™ many other good howses together w™ two
nywe frigates not yett frome the stockes nor fully ended; but they hadd
caried awaye all their treasur and all things of any vallue, for all were runde
awaye before our men landed.”

* After Prince Maurice of Holland,

1 Professor Max Miller has pointed out in his Lectures on Language [2nd
series, 1864, p. 2297 how on the decline of falconry the names of the IEinﬂ_g.
used in that sport were transferred to firearmas. ns, the * musket ™ ook
its name from the dappled [* muscatus ™] sparrow hawk. In Ttaly this bird
[rm'rt#;:] gave the name of ferzerwle to the pistol, and in France to the sacre,
ur, in English, saker, a gun of which there wers three denominations, carrying
shots weighing respectively 4, 6, and 9 pounds,
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David Davies's plan of the island and harbour, just referred to, is given
below * with Sir Henry Morlund's identifieations (indieated by type numerals)
on the Map, vig:—

1. Bandarn: Bassein is twenty miles away, and in his small vessel be
would not be able to see it
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“The letters B B is the Bay; ¢ is the Town: Ry is the three rivers; tho fia.
(Road) {8 two rocks, one both sides (7 one ench @de), Where the stem (¥) of
the anchors (is), we rodo before the j:mut liouse without (outside) the stakes,
Where the wood (ig), is the island. The higher great pyeamid is n castle, as
wo think, up in the land. The letter O by the groat tree is a hermitage.
The letter M is a monnstery, and the little town of eitijohn (? citizen) lLouses
betwixt it and the wood. "Where th,e letter § {m} there were a dozen frigntes
riding. The letter N over Bassoin is o nunnery,

* The accompanying map is redoced from one kindly supplied by Sir
Gw:E: M. Birdwood, but to it are added references to the identifieations
supplied by the late Sir Henry Morland and James M. Campbell, C.8,, C.LE,
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2, Mahim Fort. 3. Worli Fort, « 4, 4. Mahim Bay and Creek.

5. BycullaFlats, 6, Navara Hill. 7. Chandni Hill—* Queen of Mara-
thas' Cnstle.” :

8. Pir Point. f. Thana Creek to Bassein.

10. (Davies' C.) Trombay old Church ; may have been a Hermitage,

11, Lineof Persik Hills. Lﬂ. F?:Rd Hill, 13, Butcher's r;ﬂ;nd.

14, Elephantn Island Ve a building on it; some ruins re-
main, but the sketch is ::Erﬂy the same as the tower and tree on Butcher’s

Island).
15. Panwel River, 16. (M) Koranja Hill ; roins still exist.
17, Oyster Bock. 18, Kolaba Point, Reel. 19, Great Karanja.

20, Pen River. 21. Thal Knob. 22 High land of Thal.
23. Kandar or Khenery Island, a4, bar Point. *
25. Mahalakshmi and Breach Candy.

Sir H., Morland's letter to the author, dated April Srd, 1801, may be here
given :—

“To one who has looked at the surroundings as I have for the lnst thirty-
nine years, the several views come quite familisr, David Davies must
have made his sketch, partly from two spots, viz, at anchor in the harbour
and when sailing off the Port, a little north, and principally from the latter
point, probably at anchor off Worli or Mahalakshimi, for this part of the view
is exact., I send you & modern chart with marginal sketch, to com the
two, and it is exactly as 1 saw it from my yacht a short time . The
interpretation of the M5, is excellent. 1 think, however, in the first para-
graph the author's words should be *where ye flues’ (the word usually
employed mmongst sailors for fudes) *of yo anchors! 'The fiukes of the
anchors are also termed the * palms,” and are close to the points. . .

“1 quite agree with you that * F lands' is the Byculla Flats, There is no
doubt that the creek from Mahim Bay came out to the west of Salsette and
between it and Sewri. Sion must have been nn island—in fact a part of the
Thana Creek formerly came down to the west of Salsette, brtween Pir Point
amd Green Island, and was only stopped by the Chimbur causeway—this
eurrent scoured the Bombay foreshore, and its having been stopped accounts
for the annual silting up in'the north-west part of the harbour, now and for
years back occurring between Magagon (correctly spelt * Much-gawn'—a
tishiog village) and Pir Point.

“ 1t has been a very interesting study, now that T have had time to go into
the plan thoroughly, ned 1 am quite satisfied you may depond on the Aoctrney
of my deductions, “l;ﬁsmr Monvasp.”
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CHAFTER 1V.

Boubay MAERIAGE TREATY.

“The Portugalls have choused us it seems on the lsland of Bombay."
—Samuel Pepys.

THE train of circumstances which ended in the establishment
of the English in Bombay is certainly as wonderful as anything
on record. A group of grey-headed sinners living in London,
and another group living in Lisbon, decree that the island of
Bombay shall constitute part of a dowry of a Portuguese girl
who shall marry Charles 11, King of England. The island is
12,000 miles away, and none of them have seen it, except on
the map.* It does not matter. The deed is done, and, as
sayeth the clown in the circus—* Here we are!”

What we were bound to receive was Tangier, Bombay and
£500,000. Tangier nearly fell into the hands of the Moors,
We ultimately received Bombay without its dependencies, and
the money payment dwindled down to £200,000 in bills, with
some bills of lading of sugar and coffee cargoes to be realised in
London. It is related that shortly after this time a gibbet was

* “0ne or two ineffectual attempts were made in 1654, during the pro-
tectorate of Oliver Cromwell to get jion of it (seo Oliveira Martins,
Historia de Portugal, Lisbon, 1879, p. 112). It is therefore strange that
the Earl of Clarendon, who was Lord Chancellor, and in fact Ki.uﬁl’ﬂme
Minister, but whose geographical attainments do not seem to have been of a
high order, should write thus :—*and for ever annex to the Crown of England
the island of Bombay, with the town and castles therein, which are within
i very little distance from Braxil' (Clayton's Personal Memoirs, London,
1858, vol, ii.,g;lﬂﬂ.} In spite of the secret article of the treaty, of which
1 shall reafter, which promised the aid of Great Britain against the

opposition of the inhabitants to the cession Is ascribed by Teixeira
Pmto (Memorias, Nova-Goa, 1859, p. 103) to the diflerence of religion. But
this was not the only reason.”—(Mr. Da Cunha at Bombay Asiatic Society’s
Meeting, 11th March, 1887).
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erected at Lord Clarendon’s gate by the populace of London, on
which was printed—

“Three sights to ba seen—
Dunkirk, Tangier, and a barren Queene.”

For anything we were the better they might have added
“ Bombay Green,” without injuring the rhyme or reason of the
innuendo. And had the public known as much as we know now,
it would have been there, The whole business was a pure
swindle. At this very moment there lay in the strong box of
Clarendon a secret article of the marriage treaty, the existence
of which was carefully concealed from the public, by which, in
consideration of these forts and the gold that fell into the lap of
Barbara Palmer, we were bound neck and heel to fight the
battles of Portugal through thick and thin in India. In this
way, without our consent being asked or given, were our lives
and liberties signed away. Hume and Macaulay doubtless knew
of this secret article, but neither they nor James Mill allude to
it, and it is strange that Mackintosh, whom we claim as a
Bombay man, passes it over in silence. We are indebted to
Bruce, the paid and painstaking annalist of the East India
Company, for searching out the details which we now give, with
the regret that such a disgraceful document should smudge one
page of the History of England. Had the statesmen of Portugal
been strong enough to exact its stipulations (they soon became
effete), or had our relations with Holland remained the same as
they were when the treaty was signed, we would have seen a
new and startling evolution of events. The Portuguese in India
apparently soon knew of it. 'When hard pressed by the Marathas
at Bassein, in 1739, they sent a wail across the water. But our
tender mercies were cruel.  On the security of some old brass
guns and church plate, a unique collateral security, we advanced
them Rs, 15,000, Governor Hornby knew of this secret treaty,
and refers to it, for in 1780, when they again asked assistance,
he refused it, and told them to pay us the money already due to
ns, We are indeed told by a recent historian® that this bond
of alliance or marriage treaty is the foundation of all our

* Agnes Strickland—Lives of the Queens of England, 1851,
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territorial possessions in the East Indies, and remains unbroken
to the present day. We are sorry to hear it, and don't believe

BOMBAY CASTLE GATEWATY, 1881,

it, as far as this secret article is concerned. Both Iawgiver and
historian unite in common to treat it as a dead-letter and
consign it to oblivion.
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The foundation of English dominion in Bombay lies in the
11th article of the Marriage Treaty, concluded 23rd June, 1661,
between his Majesty Charles I1., King of Great Britain, and
Alfonsus VL., King of Portugal. Here it is:—

ARTICLE XL

That for the better improvement of the English interest and commerce
in the East Indies, and that the King of Great Britain may be better enabled
to assist, defend, and protect the subjects of the King of Portugal in those
parts, from the power and invasion of the States of the United Provinces,
the King of Portugal, with the assent and advice of his Council, gives,
transfers, and by these presents, grants and confirms, to the King of Great
Britnin, his heirs and successors, for ever, the port and island of Bombay,
in the East Indies, with all the rights, profits, territories, and appurtenances
whatsoever thereunto belonging, and, together with the income and revenue,
the direct, full, and absolute dominion snd sovereignty of the said port,
island, and premises, with all their royalties, freely, fully, entirely, and
absolutely, He also covepants and grants that the quiet and pesceable
possession of the same shall, with all convenient speed, be freely and effsctu-
ally delivered to the King of Great Dritain, or to the persons thereto
appointed by the said King of Great Britain, for his use, in pursuance of
this cession, the inhabitants of the said island (a8 subjects of the King of
Gireat Britain, and under his sovereignty, crown, jurisdiction, and govern-
ment) being permitted to remain there, and to enjoy the free exercise of
the Roman Catholic religion, in the same manmer as they do at present.
1t being always understood, ns it is now declared, opee for all, that the same
regulation shall be observed for the exercise and preservation of the Roman
Catholie religion in Tangier, and all other places which shall be ceded and
delivered by the King of Portugal into the possession of the King of Great
Britain, a8 were stipulated and agreed to on the surrender of Dunkirk into
the hands of the English ; and when the King of Great Britain shall send his
fleet to take possession of the said port and island of Bombay, the English
shall have instructions to treat the subjects of the King of Portugal,
throughout the East Indies, in the most friendly manner, to help and assist
them, and to protect them in their trade and navigation there,

The Treaty of Surrender and Delivery to Humphrey Cooke on
the 18th February, 1665, was unearthed a quarter of a century
ago from the archives of Goa by Major T. B. Jervis, This
treaty was signed in a large house of the Lady Donna Ignez
Miranda, widow, elsewhere designated the lady proprietrix of
Bombay, and possessed of the manor right thereof It was
never ratified by the sovereigns of England or Portugal, but
constitutes the public deed by which before witnesses we took
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poﬂﬂfnnntﬂnpotﬁlndiﬂm&tiﬂumhy. It is a document
of antique phraseology, and guards against the possibility of
mistake as to who Cooke was, by informing posterity that
Humphrey Cooke's name in the Spanish and Portuguese language
would be Inafre Cooke.

) Dominion absolutely, i.c. to hold and to have, does not exist
in it, for its first right, the right of taxation, we mean beyond
what the Portuguese thought proper, is denied to us. We only

give the
INSTRUMENT OF POSSESSION.

Possession was accondingly given and delivery made of the port and island
of Bombay, which comprehends in its territories the villages of Mazagon,
Parell, Worlee, &c., and the said Governor Humphrey Cooke accepted and
received the same in the name of his Serene Majesty the King of Great
mdﬂ.hhm_nﬂﬁtmhﬂdnnlnthutnﬂmcﬂmfmmthu
Viceroy, Antonio de Mello e Castro. By all and every declaration, clause,
and condition in the said instructions, which are fully expressed and declared,
he promised (in the name of his Majesty the King of Great Britain) to

and 80 'to do, he took personally
port and island of Bombay, walking thereupon, taking
and stones thereof, entering, and walking upon its
bastions, &e¢., and performing other like aots, which, in right were necessary,
without any impediment or contradiction, quietly and peaceably, that his
Majesty the King of Great Britain might have, possess, and become rmaster
(also his heirs and successors) of the said fsland.

And the inhabitants thereof, gentlemen and proprietors of estates within
the cirouit and territories of the said island, who now pay foras to the King
our Master, shall pay the same henceforth to his Majesty the King of Great
Pritain. And the same L. M. de Vasconcellos, 8. Alvares Migos, and the
Governor Humphrey Cooke, have ordered this instrument to ba drawn up,
and copies thereof given to parties requiring it, and that the same shall be
registored in the book of the tower of Goa, and in that of the chamber of the
city of Bassein, and of the factory of the sid city, and at all other suitable
places; and that the necessary declamtions shall be recorded in those books
Ihltlttﬂﬂmuw:ppunhummrinwhichthinpmsmimmgim
and delivery made. And as they thus ordered this public instrument to be
prepared, they, the sid L. Mendes de Vasconcellos, de. &, have put their
names thereto in testimony of their having made the said delivery, and the
Governor Humphrey Cooke, his, in testimony of his having accepted possts-
sion, &e., &c.—(Signed) Axroxo MosriEra DE Foxsecs,

Notary Public of the eity of Bassein, &c.®

* Proceedi the Bombay G ical Society, Report on the Landed
;‘mmu of , by T. Warden, —Communicated by Major T. B.

WY
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The Secret Treaty was of course an article of the Marriage
Treaty. It is thus deseribed by Bruce, in his Annals of the
East India Company, vol. ii., page 105 : “ By the secret article
of this treaty the King of England obliged himself to gnarantee
to the King of Portugal the possessions of that crown in the
East Indies; and to mediate a peace between Portugal and the
States-General, with the object that the respective possessions
of the two nations in that quarter might be ascertained, and
then explained that should the States-General refuse to accept of
sich mediations, the King would employ his forees and flects to
compel the States-General to aceede to these conditions and to
obtain restitution to the Crown of Portugal of sueh Portuguese
settlements in the East Indies as the Dutch might subsequent fo
this treaty become possessed of.”  The italies are ours.

Our readers from this will see that if we have occasion to deal
hardly with the Portuguese in the seventeenth century, the
English Government of the same period is not a whit behind
them in this: that they knew the right and did the wrong.
When we came in 1662 to take over this precious dowry the
Portugnese would not give it to us. We expected the islands,
but they held on to them like grim death; we asked for
Kolaba, but it was then an island, and we dare not touch it
Salsette, Trombay, Karanja, Elephanta, Butcher, and Hog
Islands were all in the snme category.® We all know that in
consequence of this obstinacy 400 Englishmen were left to rot
on the barren isle of Anjidiva. This was the first price, the
original purchase-money of Bombay. It was a ghastly
infeftment. The island of Bombay was really then of very
little value, and an idea may be formed of its resources from
the fact that we had a difficulty in raising at first an annual
revenue out of it of £2,800, and so late as 1728 we let the
whole of Malabar Hill on lease (to a cow-feeder we presume) at
a rental of Rs. 130, and the island of Kolaba at a proportionate
amount. It was the harbour that attracted our attention, and
the vain attempts we made in Cromwell’s time to get possession

* & Wea have rengon to conclude, Salsette, with the small n&jmt isles, was
ceded to the Crown by the Marriage Contract between King Charles the
Second and the King of Portugal."—Willinm Hornby to Governor-General
and Council, Dec. 31, 1774,  Bombay Selections, page 204, 1885,
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of it show that there were men even then, with no Suez Canal
looming in the distance, who foresaw that Bombay, from its
geographical position, was destined to become the key of India.
What is now the city must have been a very poor place when
the Portuguese came to it in 1532, for our late Chief Justice,
Sir Michael Westropp, tells us * that it is not even mentioned
in the Treaty of Bassein, made that year in favour of the
Portuguese, and Dr. Da Cunha tells us there was only one
native village, that of Kalbadevi, on the island.t We presume
he excepts Walkeshwar, which must have had a gathering of
holy men round it for centuries and accommodation for many
pilgrims who came to it from the Malabar Coast, and it is not
mentioned in Humphrey Cooke’s Treaty of Surrender.

The head-quarters of the Portuguese in the Konkan was at
Bassein, It was there the General of the North resided and
not in Bombay, where we will suppose there was little room for
colonial enterprise or few incitements to it. Be that as it may,
the dominion of the Portuguese over Bombay, when we came to
it, had lasted one hundred and thirty years, a period ample
enough to see what stuff they were made of. The world knows
that it was not a good dominion. It produced nothing and has
left us nothing, except a portion of that wreck of humanity that
still lies stranded on the shores of Western India, So far as
Bombay is concerned there is nothing to show that the
Portuguese, armed as they were with all the rights that
sovereignty implies, were here. Neither road, nor bridge, nor
aqueduct, nor tank.} The vestiges of their dominion have
passed away as completely as did those of the Vandals in
Africa§ What we fell heir to by the Treaty of 1661, when
Cooke took over the island in 1665 on his own responsibility,

* 24th June, 1875,

+ At Asintie Society, July, 1861, *“ Bombay Castle (1634) consists of a
bastion, nothing more than a platform, the fortified place being four-sided,
abonk ten walking paces each side. The village of Bombay is a small thing ;
has eleven Portuguese families and with the blacks make up a foroe of
EEU h::uquim“—ﬂ'ﬂbmnﬁm de Tissvary, iii., 259, 60, quoted by Dr,

nha.

$ We must exoe of the gateway and a portion of the lower part of
the adjoining wall Emmnﬂ. i

§The same in Africa. “The Portuguese have cccupied extensive settle-
ments along hundreds of miles of coast on each of Africa for more
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and with all the hampering conditions which we afterwards
repudinted, we will endeavour to show. Here is the inventory
from authentic sources of what we actually received with the
island of Bombay :—

1. A four square house, some part of the walls of which may
still exist in the arsenal, and which afterwards became our
Government House. 2. The garden which surrounded it,
verdant with slippered pantaloons, fardingales of frowsy women
from Europe, and the sdris of “the pampered jades of Asia"”
3. Four brass guns. 4 A fews houses, interspersed among
palm trees, kajaned (i.¢., roofed with the leaves of the palmyra
palm) where the fort now is. 5 A population of 10,000,
mostly fagitives and vagabonds. 6. Renegade Jesuits who
fomented rebellion and endangered our lives. 7. A new
chapter in the physical history of man, consequent on the
ralers “levelling” down and not levelling up. 8 Half a
dozen rickety forts, such as we see to-day the remnins of on
Thana creek. They crowned the knolls of Mahim, Reva,
Worli, Sion, Sivri, and Mazagon. 9. A colonial Government
from Europe, but without the law, the police, or the education
of Europe. 10. 40,000 acres of the best land partially
submerged by the sea, and growing nothing but sa