1
s

aavnmnﬂrﬂ T OF INDIA
x.dmmmm OF INDIA
CENTRAL

ARCHEOLOGICAL | 'i '
LIBRARY

LCOESS! ON NO. 338_28
















THE CIVILIZATION
BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

LECTURES DELIVERED
THDER THN
RICHARD B. WESTBROOK LECTURESHIP FOUNDATION
4T rEE
WAONER FREE INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE
ELPHIA



OTHER WORKS BY
MORRIS JASTROW, JR.

THE RELIGION OF BABYLONIA
AND ASSYRIA

Germaus edition, h!ﬂi-
umes with portfolio

THE STUDY OF RELIGION

ASPECTS OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF
AND PRACTICE IN BABYLONIA
AND ASSYRIA

HEBREW AND} BABYLONIAN
TRADITIONS

BABYLONTIAN-ASSYRIAN BIRTH
OMENS AND THEIR CULTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE



T
NP




PLATE 1§

Gogrg Friotdtich Orotedend

Bir Moary C. Nawilason Rer. Bdwarnl Hincks Julimi Oppery

Clgnrave Slih Jolin Mengy Mayuss

EXPFLORERFE AND DECIFIEEERS



THE CIVILIZATION
- BABYLONIA AN D ASSYRIA

ITS REMAINS, LANGUAGE, HISTORY, RELIGION,
COMMERCE, LAW, ART, AND LITER&TU'EE

BY
MORRIS JASTROW, Jr., Pa.D., LL.D,

FREGYESSON I3 THE UNITEREITT OF FENNETLYANIL

:3 10 t] Q
QD
WITHE MAF AND -‘H TLLUSTRATIONS

PHILADELPHIA AND LONDON
J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY
1915



COPYRIGHT, 1918, BY 1. B, LIPFINCOTT COMTANY

FUBLENED NOVEMEBER, 1815

CBNTRAL ARCHAEOLOGIGAS

LIBRARY, New wLLHL
Ase, Ho, .. | ..3}5 &
Debs........... (9.5 .58,

e e LT

“Hﬂmmﬂ = .I‘I L.&_CI:;; g-.-‘
W -S‘:-\.S

PR e m—

FRINTED BY J. B, LIFPINCOTT COMPANY
AT THE WASHINGTON BEQUARE PRESS
PHILADELPEIA, U. B A,



JOSEFH GEORGE ROSENGARTEN, AM. LL.D,
BOMOLAT AND FRIZND OF SCHULAES







PREFACE

To my knowledge this is the first time that the
attempt has been made on a somewhat large secale to
cover the entire subject of Babylonian-Assyrian eivili-
zation for English readers.

The aim of this work is to present a survey of the
remarkable eivilization which arose in the Euphrates
Valley thousands of years ago and which, spreading
northwards, continued to flourish till elose to the thresh-
old of the Christian era. As a result of the combined
activities of explorers, decipherers and investigators
of many lands during the past seventy years, we ean
follow the unfolding of the growth of the centres of
settlement in the south which led ultimately to the
formation of the Babylonian Empire, and of the off-
shoot of Babylonian civilization which resulted in the
rise of a rival empire to the north, known as Assyria.
‘While much still remains to be done before we can be
said to have solved the problems—historieal, linguistie,
archzological and ethnological—raised by the discoy-
eries made beneath the mounds which concealed the
remains of forgotten Babylonian and Assyrian cities
for so many centuries, we have learned to know the
customs and manners, the religion, the law, the com-
merce and art of both Babylonia and Assyria quite
intimately. We know how these peoples lived and how
they died, the arrangement of their houses, palaces and
temples, as well as of their tombs; their daily life and
their religious aspirations. The various oceupations
of the people are revealed in thousands upon thousands
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viii PREFACE

of elay documents, found in the mounds, which tell of
business activities, of commercial intercourse, of legal
disputes, of the growing complications of soeial life, and
of judicial decisions affeeting all classes of the popu-
lation. The beliefs and practises prevailing in Baby-
lonin and Assyria are illustrated by abundant literary
material, dating from the oldest period down to the fall
of Babylonia and beyond that into the era of Persian
and Greek control. A considerable amount of liter-
ature in the stricter sense of the term has also coms
down to us on the clay tablets; and finally monuments,
the remains of temples and palaces, with wall sculpt-
ures, statues, votive offerings, cult objects and orna-
ments enable us to trace the course of art development
along the centuries that span the existence of the Baby-
lonian and Assyrian Empires,

The moment seems, therefore, opportune for group-
ing together the large amount of material at our dis-
posal, with a view of presenting a general picture of
Babylonian-Assyrian eivilization. In this endeavor I
have utilized the results of the researches of many
others, besides embodying those of my own, for the
field of investigation embracing Babylonia and Assyria
is now too large to be cultivated in its entirety by any
single investigator. It has been my aim throughout
to present only such results as may safely be regarded
as definite, and to abstain from mere haphazard and
conjectural views. Naturally, in a work of a general
character and intended for the larger publie, some
details had to be passed over for fear of crowding
the picture. In such a selection personal Judgment
must inevitably be the guiding factor, but I trust that
I have, on the whole, succeeded in picking out what is
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most important for a general view of the civilization
and also most characteristie.

I hope that the liberal use which has been made
of illustrations will be looked upon as contributing to
the clearer setting forth of the results. Here, too, a
selection® was called for, and I have bad in mind to
place at the disposal of the reader reproductions of
all the more important monuments, as well as of many
less known objects, so as to furnish a series that may
form a tolerably complete companion to the text. I
have included specimens also of cuneiform documents
so as to show the kind of material from which Assyri-
ologists obtain their results. Special attenfion may
also be called to the attempt to illustrate the course
of decipherment of the cuneiform inscriptions with
the aid of reproduction and selection of cuneiform
signs and combinations of such signs into words. The
decipherment of an unknown script is a fascinating
theme even to the layman, and I feel that I owe no
apology for taking the space necessary to make clear
to the general reader how it was possible to find a
key to the reading of the puuzling combinations of
wedges that became the medium of written expression
in the Euphrates Valley. HEqually interesting is the
story of the way in which the ancient cities of Baby-
lonia and Assyria were dug up by explorers, undaunted
by difficulties that at times seemed insurmountable. I
have tried to tell the story without belaboring the gen-
eral reader with too many details, but with due regard
to setting forth the merits of each one of the pioneers
to whom the world owes a lasting debt. To emphasize
this debt I have united in one plate the portraits of
Layard, Rawlinson, Grotefend, Hineks, Oppert, George



x PREFACE

Smith, de Sarzee, and Haynes, whose names are indis-
golubly linked with the recovery of our knowledge of
the long-forgotien eivilization of Babylonia and As-
syria. Three of these men, George Smith, Ernest de
Sarzec and John Henry Haynes, went to premature
graves as the result of their arduous labors in the inter-
est of seience, which elaims its martyrs no less than re-
ligion. But for circumstances beyond my control, I
would have included the portrait of P. E. Botta,' the
pioneer among the explorers of Assyrian mounds, as well
as those of two scholars still with us,of Robert Koldewey,
the leader of the German expedition which has con-
dueted exeavations in Babylonia for upwards of four-
teen vears, and of Friedrich Delitzsch, the distinguished
Professor of Assyriology at the University of Berlin,
who has done more than any other living scholar to
stimnlate the stndy of Assyriology through the training
of scholars, now seattered in various parts of the world,
and through his own contributions in advancing our
knowledge of the Babylonian and Assyrian language
and literature. Besides these, there is a long honor roll
among living scholars, who, in this country, in England,
France, Germany, Italy, Austria, Russia, Holland and
the Seandinavian countries, are devoting their careers
to the further elucidation of the subject, and through
whom contributions to the sum of human knowledge are
being constantly made. To all of these, from whose re-
searches I have derived help, I wish to make a hearty
acknowledgment.

In the elosing chapter I have added specimens from
the various branches of the literature of Babylonia and

! There is a portrail of Botts in the Louvre Muoseum, but on.

fortunately, on secount of the war, no photograph of it eould be
taken.
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Assyria, which are intended to serve in part as amplify-
ing the references to such literary products in the body
of the book, and partly to give the reader a view at
closer range of literary composition as developed in
the Euphrates Valley, and as further carried on in
Assyria. The translations, it may be added, aim at
being literal, with due regard, however, to reproducing
in English the effect of the original,

A sense of deepest gratitude leads me to express,
as on former ocecasions, my indebtedness to my dear
wife for her aid in preparing this work, an aid ever
generously and lovingly given. In addition to other
services she has read a proof of the entire work and if,
as a resnlt, the pages are comparatively free from
those slips which are so difficult to aveid, and which one
likes to ascribe to the pranks of devilish imps by whom
in proof-reading one is surrounded, it is due to the care
which she has bestowed on her task.

The index is the work of my pupil and colleague,
Dr. B. B. Charles, Instructor in Semitic Languages at
the University of Pennsylvania, whose co-operation
has, as on former oecasions, been most cheerfully given.
To the publishers my thanks are due for the interest
that they have displayed in the progress of the work,
for their patience in waiting for the completion of the
manuscript, prepared under many inevitable interrup-
tions, and for the handsome form that they have given
to the text and to the illustrations.

My thanks are due also to the authorities of the
British Museum, of the Musée de Louvre, of the Berlin
Museum, to Dr. G. B. Gordon, the director of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Archaeological Museum, to Mr.
J. Pierpont Morgan Jr. and to Miss Belle Da Costa
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(ireene, the efficient Librarian and custodian of the
Morgan collection, and to the Deutsche Orient Gresell-
sehaft, for permission to use illustrations from publica-
tions, and reproductions from antiquities and monu-
ments in their possession; likewise, for similar permis-
sion, most generously given, to a number of publishers in
this country and abroad, namely, Behrend & Co. Berlin;
Chapman and Hall, London; Chatto & Windus, Lon-
don; J. 0. Hinrichs, Leipzig; Curts and Jennings, Cin-
cinnati; Frnest Leroux, Paris; Luzac & Company, Lon-
don ; Maemillan & Company, New York; W, A. Mansell
and Co., London; John Murray, London; Martinus
Nijhoff, The Hague; G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York;
Georg Reimer, Berlin; The Society of Biblical Archsol-
ogy, London; W. Speman, Berlin; Sunday School
Times, Philadelphia ; Alfred Toepelmann, Giessen; and
thirdly to a large number of colleagnes, who either
placed photographs at my disposal or have allowed me to
reproduce illustrations from books published by them.
It gives me particular pleasure to acknowledge in this
way the kindness of such friends of many years’ stand-
ing as Prof. Paul Haupt of Johns Hopkins University;
Dr. W. Hayes Ward; Prof. A, T. Olay of Yale Univer-
sity, Prof. A. V, Williams Jackson of Columbia Uni-
versity ; Prof. Carl Bezold of the University of Heidel-
berg; Mr. L. W. King of the British Museum, Mr, R, (.
Thompson, M. Salomon Reinach of Paris; Dr. T. G.
Pinches of London; Prof. R, W. Rogers of Drew Theo-
logieal Seminary; Rev. Dr. John P. Peters of New
York; Dr. E. J. Banks; Prof. Friedrich Delitzsch of the
University of Berlin; Prof, Eduard Meyer of the Uni-

versity of Berlin, and M. Francois Thureau-Dangin of
Paris.
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Lastly, I wish to record here the debt of gratitude
that I owe to the friend of so many years to whom it
is a pleasure and a great privilege to be permitted to
dedieate this work. What I owe to the friendship of
Joseph George Rosengarten and to my association with
him cannot be adequately expressed in words. Him-
self a scholar, active and fruitful in many fields, he has
been the guide and friend of many scholars connected
with the institution in whose service I have now spent
thirty years. Keenly appreciative of scholarly efforts
in every field, he has done mueh to promote by his ex-
ample and by his aid researches among the members
of the faculty of the University of Pennsylvania, which
more than anything else redound to the honor and glory
of an institution of learning. In dedieating this hook
to him T feel that I am also acknowledging, though in
poor coin, the debt of my colleagues as well as my own.

Mogris Jastrow, JE.

UmrvEesitr or PENssTLVANIA
Sxvrempen, 1916
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THE CIVILIZATION OF
BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

CHAPTER I
EXCAVATIONS AT BABYLONIAN AND ASSYRIAN SITES

I

Taw land to which we are led in the exposition of this
subject lies thousands of miles away and the time with
which we are concerned lies thousands of years behind
us. The question may, therefore, properly be asked,
what is our interest in the eivilization that flourished in
the Buphrates Valley as early, at least, as 3500 years be-
fore our era, and that spread northwards into the region
lying along the banks of the Tigris as early as 2500 n.0.,
if not earlier.’

In the case of Babylonia and Assyria, the very re-
moteness of the theme, of the place, and of the time con-
stitute three reasons why its history, culture, and re-
ligion should be of real interest to us, for the past, and

1 See the accompanying map. Babylonia is the name given to
the southern portion, Assyria to the northern portion, For the
oldest period, Sumer and Akkad may be used as designations of tha
southern and northern sections of the Enphrates Valley, while Chal-
dea represents an early name for a part of the southern section
which, owing to the aecidental cirenmstance that the latest dynasty
of Babylonin—the so-called neo-Babylonian period (625 to the
advent of Cyros in 539 B.0.)—came from Chaldea, led Roman writers
to nse this term for the whole region, i.e., for Babylonia and Assyria.
Mesopotamin, the land **between the rivers,”" properly applies only
1o the section included between the Euphrates and Tigris from their
junection northwards. It is, therefore, an inaceurate designation for
Babylonis and Assyris, since it does not include the Euphrates

Vﬂlﬂ]".




2 BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

more partieularly the remote past, exercises an intense
fascination upon us—a fascination due to the conviction,
deep-seated within us, that whereas we belong to the
present, the past belongs to us. The history of mankind
is a continuous series of links, forming, as Herder
phrased it, the *golden chain of cnlture.’”” Each eivili-
zation as it arises is the heir of the ages that have gone
before, every phase of human culture stands in some con-
nection with the preceding phase. Our American civili-
zation is an offshoot of European culture to which we
have made some contributions. The eulture of Western
and Northern Europe represents the extension of Ro-
man eivilization, Rome owes its infellectual stinmulus to
Grecee, whose heir she became, and Greek eulture, as we
know, rests on a substratum of Asiatie influence and em-
bodies elements derived from Egypt and Babylonia as
well as from Asia Minor; and even when we pass to the
distant East, the chain is not broken. Persia looks back
to India, as Japan to China. Through Buddhism the
connection is established between Chinese and Hindu
eivilization, and there are good reasons for believing
that a direet cultural influence came to China from
India at & period even earlier than the introduction of
Buddhism, while the evidence, though not yet complete,
is incrensing which indicates that both the Chinese
anid Hindu civilizations lie within the sphere of influ-
ences emanating from such far older enltural eentres as
the Valley of the Euphrates and the Valley of the Nile,
In studying the past we are, therefore, in reality
studying ourselves, we are concerned with something
that is not remote, but on the contrary with something
that is quite elose to us—with flesh of our flesh and hone
of our bone. Itisthisdirect interest in the past as a part
of ourselves that underlies the remarkable activity un-
folded in Europe and in our own country in the task of
recovering the remains of the past, so long hidden under
the soil. Everywhere—in Greece and Italy, in Asia
Minor and India, in Palestine and Syria, in Egypt and
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Babrlonia the spade of the explorer has been busy* re-
vealing the vestiges of ancient civilizations—revealing
in many cages the entirely forgotten annals of mankind
and enabling us to replace dimmed traditions by clearly
ascertained facts, to sift legend and myths from actual
historieal ocenrrence, to reconstruct, in short, the
earlier periods of that endeavor of mankind to rise
superior to its surroundings which we call intellectual,
social and religious progress.

But apart from the antiquity of Babylonia and
Assyria, there are eertain circumstances which invest
the region of the Euplhrates and Tigris with a speeial
lcind of interest. Time-honored tradition places here not
only the beginnings of civilization but also the cradle of
the human race. The Garden of Eden is a section of
Babylonia, as is sufficiently attested by the express men-
tion of the Tigris and Euphrates as two of the rivers
which flowed through the primeval habitation of man-
kind; and though the story of Adam and Eve is devoid
of any historical value, yet the tradition which assigns
the first human pair to Babylonia is of great significance
for the prominenece which Babylonia must have acquired
in the minds of the Hebrews, whose religious traditions
are thus indizsolubly bound up with Babylonia. Again,
even when driven out of the mythieal paradise, man does
not leave Babylonia. The Valley of Shinar in which all
of mankind is represented as being settled at the time
of the building of the great tower that should reach to
heaven, is merely a designation for the southern porticn
of the Euphrates Valley,” while the tower itself was sug-
gested by the zikkurats or stage-towers, which were a

= See Michadlis, A Cenlury of Archeclogical Discoveries (Traps-
Iated by Betting Kahnweiler, N, Y., 1008),

* Bhinar iz identieal with Sumer—the original fores of which
appears to have been ** the land ** par excellence, It came in time
to be the specifle designation of the southern part of the Valley in
vontrast to Akkad as the designation of the northern portion. Ses
King, History of Sumer and Akked, pp. 13-15.
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characteristic feature of the religious architecture of
Babylonia.* In this story, or rather in the two stories in-
tertwined in the 11th ehapter of Grenesis,—one the build-
ing of the city which is given the name of Babylon, and
the other the building of the tower*—the significant féat-
ure is the tradition which thus aseribed to the Euplhirates
Valley the distinetion of once harboring all mankind in
addition to being the eradle of the human race. Where
the eradle of the human race stood is still a problem of
Ethnology in our days, and is perhaps incapable of
solution by scientific methods, but the fact that even to
the ancient Hebrews, the region of the Euphrates and
Tigris appeared as the one which had been settled from
time immemorial favors the hypothesis for which we
have other evidenee, albeit not conelusive, that a high
order of civilization first developed in that region. Its
only possible rival is Egypt, and the indications at pres-
ent are that while the actual beginnings of Egyptian
civilization may lie further back than the Euphratean
eulture, yet Babylonia takes precedence in the unfold-
ing of an advanced form of cultural achievements.

Leaving this question aside for the present and re-
turning to Biblical traditions, it is also of moment to
note that the Hebrews traced their wanderings prior to
their entrance into Palestine to Babylonia, for Ur of the
Chaldees, whence Terah the father of Abram sets out, is
a well-known eity in Babylonia, and Harran where he
sojourned is another city farther to the north. There
is no reason to question the correctness of the tradition
which traces the Hebrews, or at least one of the groups
that afterwards formed the combination known by this
designation, back to Babylonia, Asa matter of fact we
come across traces of the Euphratean civilization at al-
most every period of Hebrew history. We encounter it

*Bep Jastrow, Aspects of Religious Belisf and Practice in
Babylonia and Assyria, p. 259 seq,

* Qep an article by the writer on “‘The Tower of Babel' in
the Independent, vol. 57 (1905), pp. 822-826.
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EXCAVATIONS AND EXPLORATIONS 5

in the language of the Hebrews, in the codes that grew
up among them, in their art and architecture, in their
social life, in their political organization, and to a very
considerable extent in their religious rites and earlier be-
liefs.®* The Old Testament is fairly saturated with Baby-
lonian eulture, and even when we reach the time and
days of the New Testament we have not yet passed be-
yond the sphere of Babylonian influence.

II

A glanee at the map will show some of the reasons
why civilization develnped at go early a period in the Eu-
phrates Valley. The main feature of the region is formed
by the two streams that water it—the Euphrates and
Tigris—and bring about the high degree of fertility
which Herodotus emphasizes.” Of these rivers, the BEu-
phrates—the correct form of which is Purattu and de-
seribed in texts as ““‘the great river’—is the stream that
properly belongs to the southern district or Babylonia,
while the Tigris or more properly Idiklat, pictured
as ** the rapid ™' stream, is the river of the northern dis-
trict or Assyria. Both rivers start in the mountain re-
gions of Armenia® but they are quite diverse in charae-
ter. The Euphrates is on the whole a quiet and, in parts,
a sluggish stream. It flows along in majestic digunity,
and receiving many tributaries on its way while still in
the mountains, proceeds first in a westerly direction as
though making directly for the Mediterranean Sea but
veers suddenly to the southeast, after which it receives
only a few tributaries until it is joined by the Tigris in
the extreme south. Of its entire length of 1780 miles it

* Thia subjeet is fully set forth in the writer's Hobrew and
Rabylonian Traditions (New York, 1914),

* Book 1, § 193

» See Lehmann-Haupt, Die historische Semiramis und ikre Zeit,)
(Tiibingen, 1910), p. 16 seq.
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is navigable for a short distance only, eataracts forming
a hinderance in the north and, owing to the increasing
sluggishness of the stream, sand banks in the sonth.
As a consequence, it never became at any time an impor-
tant avenue for commerce, rafts and wicker baskets,
coated within and withont with bitumen, being the only
method of transportation which was possible under such
eircumstances.

The Tigris, though only 1146 miles long, is quite a
different stream. After leaving its source in the moun-
tains, it gains steadily in power, forcing its way through
rugged clefts, It is joined by numerous tributaries be-
fore it reaches the plain, its volume being continually
inereased so that even when it reaches the alluvial soil of
the south, its rapid course is not checked. Tt flows in
a slightly fluetuating southerly direction, advances
towards the Euphrates and recedes from it again until
at last the two rivers join at Kurna and together pour
their waters as the Shatt el-Arab or *Arabie¢ River™
into the Persian Gulf. The Tigris is navigable from
Diarbekr in the north to its junetion with the Euphrates.
Large rafts can be floated down to Baghdad and small
gteamers can ascend almost up to Mosul. The Tigris is,
therefore, the avenue of commeree for Mesopotamia—to
use the conventional designation for the country—and
forms the link that connects Babylonia and Assyria
through the Persian Gulf with India on the one hand,
and Egypt and the Red Sea and the Mediterranean dis-
tricts on the other. The contrast presented by the two
streams is paralleled by the diverse features distin-
guishing Assyria, the northern section, from Babylonia,
the southern section. Assyria, with a length of about
350 miles and a width ranging from 190 to, 300 miles®
is shut off to the north, northeast, and northwest
by mountain ranges and retains for a considerable por-
tion of its extent, and particularly towards the east, a

* A total area of some 75,000 square miles, or somewhat smaller
than the state of Nebraska.
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rugged aspéet. The Kurdish Mountains run elose to the
Tigris for some distance below Mosul, though after that
the region changes its character. Plains without any
break succeed the hills, the soil becomes alluvial and the
Tigris and its tributaries, swollen by the rains of winter,
regularly overflow their banks and submerge entire
districts. As a comsequence of this overflow, to which
also the united rivers were subject, and which until a
canal system was perfected was also a souree of danger
to life and brought about much destruction, the
southern region or Babylonia, with a length of about
300 miles and a maximum breadth of almost 125 miles,'®
developed an astounding fertility. According to the
statement of Herodotus,' grain vielded a return of
“two hundred fold and even up to three hundred fold,"
while *““the blade of the wheat plant and the barley
plant is often four fingers in breadth, and the stalks of
the millet and sesame are surprisingly tall.”” It would
appear, indeed, that Babylonia was the home of
cultivated cereals whence wheat and barley were dis-
seminated throughout the aneient world.

The richness of the soil in Babylonia is due to its
being a deposit made by the rivers after the overflowing
waters during the rainy season have receded. This
deposit which is still going on at the average rate of 90
feet per year may in ancient times have proeeeded
more rapidly, but, at all events, in this increase we
have a fairly definite standard by means of which
to determine the age of Babylonian settlements through
the distance at present separating ecities from the
Persian Gulf that once lay on or near that great body
of water. 8o, e.g., a city, Eridu, which we know once
lay on the Persian Gulf, is now some 130 miles away.
Taking 90 feet as the average yearly increase, this
would take us back some 7000 years for the period

¥ A total area of about 23,000 square miles, or about the size of

West Virginia.
* Book I, § 193,
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when Eridu still lay on the Persian Guif. Sinee it
is also known that at one time the Euphrates and Tigris
entered the Persian Gulf independently, it follows that
the entire distriet below their present juneture at
Kurna is land made during the historical period. The
natural eonditions, therefore, such as the presence of
two rivers that bring about unusual fertility, the faet
that one of them is an avenue of commerce from the
extreme north to the Persian Gulf;, and that this gulf
again constitutes a means of access to distant lands,
explain why this region shonld have been at so early a
period the seat of a population which took up agricul-
ture as a pursuit and under conditions which with a
minimum of effort yielded a maximum of sustenance.

To these conditions there is to be added as a third
factor the climate, which, although according to our
views intolerable, is not unhealthy and is precisely of the
kind suitable for a population that eannot adequately
protect itself against cold and inclemeney. There are
two seasons in Babylonia—a rainy season, which sets
in in November and lasts until Mareh or April, when
the overflow of the rivers begins, which reaches its
height in May and ceases about the middle of June,
and a dry season, which lasts from March to November,
The heat during this season becomes excessive aceord-
ing to European ideas, but it is regarded as pleasant
by the natives, to whom even the moderate cold of the
rainy season is decidedly more vexatious. The greater
part of the year one can thus live in the open air—an
important item to a people in a primitive state of
culture.

ITT

Next to the antiquity of the eivilization of the
Euphrates Valley, perhaps the most astonishing fact
about it is the disappearance of practieally all material
traces of this civilization and the loss of detailed knowl-
edge of a period of history extending over a stretch of
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several thousand years. Tntil a few generations ago
our knowledge of the history and culture of Babylonia
and Assyria was limited to references in the Old Testa-
ment, and to the accounts in Herodotus, to statements
in Josephus and to Ctesias, and to seattered notices
in the writings of various Greek and Latin writers.
Comparatively extensive as this material was,'* it was
vet entirely inadequate for forming an estimate of the
civilization and for furnishing a historieal survey.
In contrast to Egypt, no picturesque remains sur-
vived to reeall to the wanderer the glory of the past.
To be sure, the profound impression made upon
the ancient world by the achievements of Babylonian
and Assyrian rulers, the great military power that they
developed, their extensive and remarkable building
operations—their temples, palaces and gardens—as well
as the wisdom for which the priests became famons—all
this never faded out of the memory of the people, but it
remained to a large extent an impression unsupported
by sufficient details to enable us to do more than draw a
very general picture, vague in its outlines and deficient
in details, of the eivilization unfolded thousands of
years ago. Fanciful exaggerations and uncertain tradi-
tions took the place of accurate knowledge.

A country that is favorably situated for the early
development of culture is also apt to show features that
lead to rapid deeline—when the decline has once set in.
The overtlow of the two rivers as it conditioned and pro-
moted the remarkable fertility of the region was also, as
has already been intimated, an annual menace and until
the introduction of an elaborate canal system, loss of
property and life accompanied the overflow, which sub-
merged entire districts for weeks and even months., The

=Puat together by Niebulr, Geschichle Assur's und Bobel's
{Berlin, 1857), See also Cory, Ancient Fragments (London, 1832),
for a collection of accounts of Babylonin and Assyria from Greek
and Datin writers, in part based on a lost work of s **Chaldean’’
priest Berosus—a contemporary of Alexander the Great.
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picture unfolded in the first chapter of Genesis, which
represents the primeval chaos before the appearance of
dry land as a state in which the waters covered every-
thing, was suggested by the phenomenon which was an-
nually witnessed throughout a considerable portion of
Babylonia ; and similarly, the thought that all mankind
was once annihilated in consequence of a deluge lay near
to the minds of a people who witnessed such a destrue-
tive event on a small scale every spring,.

The neglect into which the eanal system naturally
fell after the downfall of Assyria and Babylonia
brought about an even more lamentable state of affairs
than that which existed before its institution, for in a
short time the work which generations had been busy in
constructing was doomed to destruction. The cities of
Babylonia and Assyria fell into decay, the process being
hastened by the material that was used in the construe-
tion of the buildings. Here again, the existence of 80
admirable a building material as the elay soil of Baby-
lonia, enabling even untrained workmen to rear huge
constructions of burnt and unburnt bricks, facilitated on
the one hand the unfolding of enlture in the Euphrates
Valley, but on the other hand also conduced to the rapid
destruction of the buildings. The elay structures had to
be constantly repaired and we learn from the cuneiform
records of Nebuchadnezzar 11, that 45 years of negleet
sufficed to reduce a temple to a condition bordering on
complete decay. Clay being the only building material
for houses, palaces and temples in the south, and the pre-
vailing one in the north (though here stone was also
employed in the ease of large construetions), it is easy to
imagine what must have happened during the two thoun-
sand years that elapsed between the desertion of the
Babylonian and Assyrian cities and the effort to recover
their remains. The buildings tumbled into shapeless
ruins, and the winds sweeping the sands aeross the
plains completed the destruction, and hid even the
debris from view. Of the once flourishing cities, one saw
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only huge shapeless mounds *—and yet nature, in thus
covering up the work of man, proved to be a merciful
destroyer. But for the mounds which formed over the
sites of ancient cities, the records of the past would have
been entirely swept away or ruthlessly destroyed. Be-
neath these mounds were safely preserved, as after-
wards turned out—priceless doecuments, inseribed elay
tablets and cylinders, monuments and sculptures, by
means of which we are now enabled to rewrite the his-
tory of Babylonia and Assyrin. Monuments and records
without number that would long ago have fallen a prey
to maranding Arabs who infested the deserted districts
were thus kept from certain destruction by the protect-
ing monnds.

The recovery of those remains and the reconstrue-
tion of the history, art, the religion and soeial life, of
ancient Babylonia and Assyria, through the study and
interpretation of this material was the work largely of
the 19th century, which will always be known as the
golden age of epochal discoveries in many directions—
discoveries that have on the one hand profoundly altered
our views of the universe and modifled present condi-
tions of life, and that have on the other hand enlarged
our knowledge of the past by the recovery of so many
pages of the lost annals of mankind.

v

That the mounds scattered along the Tigris and in
the valley of the Euphrates contained ancient remains

# Only two ruins in all the district that suggested outlines of
buildings peered out above these mounds—one at a place ealled Birs
Nimrud, and which proved to be the site of the city of Borsippa,
near Babylon; the other, still further to the south at Akerkof—
both representing the remains of & stage tower. Both towers were
associated by nstive tradition with the ** Tower of Babel,"” which
story, it will be recalled (see p, 4), wns suggested by the high
stage-towers that formed a characteristic feature of the ssered ar
chitecture of Babylonia and Assyria,
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could be coneluded from the potsherds and fragments
of bricks and stones with which the surface was in many
cases strewn, or which eame to view on penetrating a
short distance beneath the surface, but the question as
to the identification of the settlements that once flour-
ished on the site of those vast rubbish heaps eould not
be answered by such surface examinations. Tradition
that invariably survives after acenrate knowledge has
disappeared had connected a series of mounds opposite
Mosul with the site of Nineveh. One of theze mounds
hore the name of Nebbi Yunus, i.e., ** the prophet
Jonah,” and a little chapel surmounting it is revered by
the natives as the tomb of the prophet who ammounced
the destruction of Nineveh. The tomb is fictitions, but
the association of Jonah with Nineveh embodies the
recollection of the fact—as was established by excava-
tions—that Nebbi Yunus indeed concealed a portion of
the great eapital of Assyria. In the south, some 40
miles from Baghdad, there was another series of
mounds, one of which bore the name of Babil—a recol-
lection of the fact that the great capital of the southern
empire once stood there, Such were the clues on which
the early travellers and explorers had to work.

In the 16th and 17th centuries these and other
mounds in the region began to attract the attention of
numerous travellers. Indeed, several centuries previ-
ous a famous traveller, Rabbi Benjamin of Tudela
(1160 A..) made a brief reference in his itinera ry ** to
the ruins of both Babylon and Nineveh. Passing by
a number of English travellers, who visited the region
during the latter part of the 16th century, we come
to the Ifalian Pietro della Valle who early in the 17th
century made extensive travels in the east, and hesides
furnishing a detailed account of the famous ruins
at Persepolis and copying a specimen of the cuneiform

* First pulilished in 1548 in Constantinople, See M. N. Adler,
*“The Itinerary of Benjamin of Tudela'" (JSewish Quarterly Revisw,

vol. xviii.)
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inseriptions there, examined the mounds of Babylon and
Mugheir—the site of Ur—in the BEuphrates Valley. He
was the first to bring back to Europe a few of the in-
scribed bricks.’® Among the travellers of the following
century whose curiosity was aroused by the mounds
along the Tigris, and in the Euphrates Valley, it is suffi-
cient for our purposes to mention two, (1) the famous
Danish scholar Carsten Niebuhr,'* to whom we owe the
definite identification of the site of ancient Babylon at
the mounds near Hillah, and (2) the Abbhé de Beau-
champ, who at the close of the 18th century specified in
a moredetailed fashion than any of his predecessors had
done, the large extent of the mounds covering the re-
mains of the eity of Babylon. He also speaks of finding
within the rubbish heaps enamelled bricks, pieces of
eylinders covered with writing, and bits of statuettes.
The desire to put a spade into these mounds after it
had been definitely ascertained that they contained re-
mains of antiquity must have burned strong in the breast
of the traveller who allowed his faney to speculate on
the nature of the treasures hidden for two millenniums.
Attempts on a very small seale were made by an Eng-
lishman, Claudius James Rich, who utilized a residence
of about thirteen years in the region as the resident
agentof the Hast India Company, with his head-quarters
at Baghdad, to make a thorough study of the mounds of
Babylon and Nineveh as well as of the topography of the
entire region from Baghdad to Mosul. This investiga-
tion far surpassed in its results anything that had pre-
viously been done. Rich's death in 1821 at the early age
of thirty-four cut short an activity that included the col-
lection of such specimens as he was able to secure from

13 In his **Viaggi'' (Rome, 1650), Pietro della Ville reproduces
gome of these inscriptions and gives his reasons why they should
be read from left to right, in which supposition he was eorreet,

1t Nisbulir gave a detailed aceount of his travels in his Reiscbe-
schreibung nach Aralien und andern fumiiegendon Lindern (Copen-
hagen, 1774-15837), 3 vols,
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seratchings in the mounds and through purchase from
natives who had rummaged them more successfully.
Rich's eollections of Babylonian and Assyrian antiqui-
ties, though not large in comparison with what was soon
to be secured, were valuable by virtue of their variety—
revealing the various kinds of objects buried benea
the mounds, He published accounts of his researches,'”
and after his untimely death, the antiquities gathered
by him, as well as a large collection of oriental
manuseripts and coins, were purchased by the British
Museum. In 1827-28 another Englishman, Robert
Magnan, also in the employ of the East India Company,
in the course of a careful study of many of the mounds
in the south, cut trenches into a number of them, chiefly
with a view of ascertaining their age and character.
Quite a number of antiguities were discovered, but such
sporadie attempts counted for little. In 1835-37 an im-
portant survey of the region of the Euphrates and Tigris
was undertaken by the English government, but the
eredit of having organized the first excavating expe-
dition belongs to France.
1'.'."

The story of how the palaces and temples of Assyria
and Babylonia with their rich and varied eontents were
brought to view through the untiring energy of a long
series of explorers, is a most fascinating one. Begin-
ning in 1842 with the work of P. E, Botta at the mounds
opposite Mosul and eontinuing to our own days the great
museums of Europe and this country—more partieu-
larly the Brifish Museum, the Louvre, the Berlin
Museum, and the Archsological Museum of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, bear witness to the vast mate-

** His two Memoirs on the Buins of Babylon(London, 1816-1818)
were rupublished in 1839 by his widow, together with Rioh's diaries
and sn account of a journey to Persepalis a few years previous
under the title Narrative of a Residence in Koordistan and on the
Site of Ancion? Nineveh (London, 1836), 2 vols
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rial that has been brought together in the space of sev-
enty yvears and of which so large a part has now, through
publications, been placed at the disposal of students.'*

Botta, appointed consular agent of Franee at Mosul,
in 1842, began work late that year on a large mound
Konyunjik on the Tigris opposite Mosul, and which, like
the neighboring heap, Nebbi Yunus, covered a portion
of the ancient city of Nineveh. In'beginning excavations
at these large mounds it was at first largely guesswork
where to dig the first trenches, and it depended upon
chance whether one’s efforts were rewarded with tangible
results. Botta worked at Kouyunjik for some months
with only moderate success. Inscriptions and bas-
reliefs were found, but in a fragmentary condition and
nothing that appeared to be particularly striking. He
accordingly, in March, 1843, transferred the scene of his
operations to a mound Khorsabad, a short distance to
the north of Kouyunjik, where he was almost immedi-
ately suceessful in coming upon twomutilated walls cov-
ered with sculptured bas-reliefs, accompanied by in-
seriptions in the ordinary cuneiform character. There
could be no question that he had actually come across a
portion of an Assyrian building and ere long a whole
geries of rooms had been unearthed filled with monu-
ments of the past, The announcement of these discov-
eries ereated tremendous excitement, and soon suffi-
cient funds were placed at Botta’s disposal to enable him
to earry on his work on a large seale. An artist, E.
Flandin, was dispatched to sketel) the monuments that
could not be removed and to draw plans of the excava-
tions. By October, 1844, a large portion of the palace—
for such the edifice turned out to be—had been excavated,
revealing an almost endless succession of rooms, the

1 For detailed seeonnts of exeavations at Babylonis and Assy-
rian mounds, the reader is referred to Rogers' History of Babylonia
and Assyria (New York, 1800), vol. i, pp. 1-17%; to Hilprecht, Er-
ploration in Bible Lands, (Phila., 1903), pp. 1-577; and to Fossey,
Manwel d’Assyriologie, vol. | (Paris, 1904),
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walls of which were covered with seulptured bas-reliefs.
These sculptures were of the most various eharacter.
Long processions of marching soldiers alternated with
scenes illustrative of life in military camps—showing
the horses, chariots and tents and the method of attack
upon the enemy—the approach to the walls, the actual
conflict, the eapture of a town, and the carrying away of
captives. Hunting seenes were represented in equally
elaborate fashion, showing the king in his ehariot, sur-
rounded by his attendants.

Lions were depicted in the act of heing let out of
their enclosures, or attacked by the royal hunter. There
followed a procession of servants carrying the dead
lions, as well as game of a smaller character. A notable
feature of the excavations were the huge winged bulls
with human heads that were found at the entrances
leading to the great halls, The bodies of these bulls
were covered with evneiform inseriptions which when
they eame to be deciphered told in general outlines of
the achievements of the monarch who had erected this
large palace for himself, namely, Sargon 1T, who ruled
over Assyria from 725 to 706 B.. As much of the vast
material as possible was placed on rafts and foated
down the Tigris to Basra whence it was safely carried
by a French man-of-war to Havre. The antiquities
were brought to the Louvre, while the detailed results of
the expedition were set forth in five large folio volumes
containing the drawings of Flandin, no less than 400
plates, with detailed deseriptions by Botta,'®

The great value of the remarkable diseoveries stimu-
lated further interest in Franee; in 1851 a second
expedition was fitted out by a vote of the French As-
sembly, This expedition, which extended its labors to
wounds in the south, was placed under the leadership
of Victor Place, a trained architect, who had been ap-
pointed Botta's successor as consular agent in Mosul.

"F. E. Botta ot E. Flandin, Monument de Ninive (Paris, 1849
1850), & vola.
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Place’s architectural skill enabled him to earry on
the work more systematically, and demonstrated the
advantage of having an architect to conduct excavations
of ancient buildings. He unearthed many more rooms
of the palace, and passing beyond this building, came
across a number of large gates, decorated with enam-
elled tiles in brilliant colors forming ornamental de-
signs, and pictures of fantastic animals. The large
courts of the palace were laid bare and several smaller
buildings which, as was subsequently ascertained,
represented temples. Large quantities of pottery and
objects of stone, of glass and metals were found, as
well as iron implements in an excellent state of preser-
vation, and even the magazine in which the colored tiles
were stored. In an elaborate publication,™ Place em-
bodied the results of his suecessful labors, on the basis
of which he attempted to reconstruet the greater por-
tion of the edifices he had unearthed. The mounds at
Khorsabad, it thus resulted, represented a fortified
town erected by Sargon II, and which was known as
Dur-S8harrukin, i.e., ““Fort Sargon,’” as we may render
the term. Surrounded by walls with eight gates, the
site covered an area of some 750 acres. The central
building was the royal residence, erected on a high
terrace and surrounded by a number of smaller build-
ings for the use of the royal court. The building ma-
terial was stone for the exterior walls, and in part for
the floors, but for the greater part of the structure
baked and unbaked bricks, which constituted the
ordinary material used in the buildings of Babylonia
and Assyria, were employed.

Place also extended his excavations to other mounds
not far from Mosul, such as Kaleh-Shergat (the site
of the ancient city of Ashur) and Nimrud (the site
of Calah) besides earefully examining many other
mounds, but without the same suecess that attended his

¥ Victor Place, Ninive ef ["Assyrie, avec des Essois de Restayra-
tion par Félix Thomes (Paris, 1867-1870), 3 vols.

2
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and Botta's efforts at Khorsabad. Unfortunately the
antiquities selected by Place for shipment to Paris were
lost through the sinking of the two boats on which they
were placed. Drawings and copies had, however, been
made of all of them, so that the loss o science was not
as great as it might have been. At the same time
another French expedition under the leadership of
Fresnel was busy conducting excavations in the south
on one of the mounds that covered the city of Babylon,
and which lasted until 1855. Before, however, taking up
an aceount of the excavations on mounds in Babylonia,
we must consider work done simmltaneously with
Place’s excavations at Khorsabad by an English ex-
plorer who was destinedto acquire even greater renown
than either Botta, Flandin, or Place.

Vi

This was Sir Austen Henry Layard, who was
knighted for his services to archeology and to diplo-
macy.® During a prolonged series of travels in the
east, Lavard had, as early as 1840, visited the mounds
near Mosul and indulged the hope of some day earrying
on excavations in that regiom. It was not, however,
until the autumn of 1845 that, with the help of a small
fund placed at his disposal by, Sir Stratford Canning,
the British ambassador at Constantinople, he was
enabled to begin excavations on a small scale at the
mound Nimrud, which he selected because it was
sufficiently removed from Mosul to enable him to earry
on his work without attracting too much attention. All
that he had hoped to do with the small sum at his dis-
posal was to furnish the proof of the esistence of
buildings and antiquities beneath the mound, and then
to rely upon the interest aroused to secure further
grants as well as an official firman from the Turkish

34 Qes his autobiographieal narrative, Harly Adventuresin Persia,
Susianc and Babylonia (2d ed., London, 1894}, 2 vola.
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Government. On the very first day of the excavations
a fortunate chance revealed two rooms lined with lime-
stone slabs, one in the southwest corner of the mound,
the other near the middle of the west side. The rooms,
therefore, belonged to two different buildings, both, as
it subsequently turned out, royal palaces. Gradually
increasing his foree of laborers, he carried on his work
amidst many difficulties, owing to the opposition of
the pasha of Mosul and lack of sufficient financial sup-
port. Through funds granted him by the authorities
of the British Museum, he was, however, enabled to
carry on his work energetically until the summer of
1847, By that time he had not only unearthed many
of the rooms in no less than five palaces at Nimrud,
but he had been equally successful in the extensive
mound Kouyunjik, opposite Mosul, where he unearthed
a palace of enormous dimensions, erected by King
Sennacherib (705-681 B.0.).

At Nimrud the chief work was done on the so-called
north-west palace which was the joint work of Ashur-
msirpal 111 (883-839 n.c.) and of Sargon 1L (721-706
B.0.). As at Khorsabad, so the palaces at Nimrud and

nently at Kouyunjik yielded an astonishingly
large number of rooms covered with bas-reliefs, be-
sides the huge winged bulls or winged lions with human
heads that stood at the entrances to the halls, The bas-
peliefs showed the same large variety of scenes as those
found at Khorsabad. In the palace of King Ashur-
nasirpalat Nimrad, or to give the ancient name Calah,
the monareh had his artists picture his military expedi-
tions in detail. Most vividly the army is portrayed

crossing a river, or in the midst of the fray and on the
vietorious return march. The hunting expeditions of
the monarch were likewise represented in a long series
of sculptures, In a palace oceupying the central part
of the mound, erected by Shalmaneser 111 (858-824
B.c.) and Tiglathpileser IV (745727 B.c.) a particu-
larly striking monument was discovered, which still
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forms one of the show pieces of the British Museum.
This was a completely preserved obelisk of hard, black
stone, covered with five rows of seulptures, running
around the four sides of the stone, while the balance
of the monument was covered with elosely written
cuneiform inseriptions. The monument was set up by
King Shalmaneser IIT in commemoration of his ex-
ploits during thirty-one years of his reign—prepared,
therefore by the king himself a few years before his
death, and perhaps in realization of the faet that his
reign was approaching its elose. The scenes portrayed
represent the king receiving tribute from the nations
conguered by him. Each of the five sections represents
a different people as indicated by the inseription over
the heads of the groups.

It can well be imagined how deeply the general
interest in Assyrian discoveries was aroused when a
large selection of the monuments, including two of the
colossal winged figures, arrived at the British Museum.
This interest was still further increased by the publica-
tion of Layard’s faseinating narrative® in which,
despite the fact that he was unable to read the inserip-
tions discovered by him, he suceeeded, by virtue of his
ingenuity, in piecing together an interpretation of the
bas-reliefs, and aided by Sir Henry Rawlinson’s read-
ings, of the names of the royal builders of the palaces,
could convey some idea of the historical facts revealed
by the monuments. Though obliged to cover up again
many of the monuments and inseriptions which he could
not transport, he made drawings of the seulptures * as
best he ecould and copied the inseriptions,* and in this

* Nineveh and s Remains {London, 1849),

* He published, in 1849, s first series of Monuments of Nineveh
from Drawings Made on the Spet (100 plates).

*¢In 1851 there appeared a volume by him of Inscripfions in fhe
Cunciform Character from Assyrian Monuments, consisting of 08
plates. Considering that he was unable to read the inseriptions, his
copies are remarkably good—a monument to his skill and patience,
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way placed a large amount of valuable material, which
would otherwise have been hopelessly lost, at the dis-
posal of students. The direct result of the great interest
awakened by Layard’s marvellous discoveries was the
organization of a far better equipped second expedition,
enabling him to spend the years 1849-1851 at Nimrud
and Kouyunjik. Already in his first expedition he had
chosen a native Christian, Hormuzd Rassam, whose
brother was the English vice-consul at Mosul, as his
companion. Rassam, who was destined to win consider-
able renown by his own work as an explorer, accom-
panied Layard, on his second expedition likewise, and
on Layard’s departure in 1852, continned the excava-
tions till 1854. A skilful artist, F. Cooper, was also ap-
pointed a member of the party, for the purpose of
making careful drawings of everything that could not
be removed. Work was undertaken simultaneously at
the two mounds, Kouyunjik and Nimrud. The more
important discoveries this fime were made at the former
gite. The palace of Sennacherib was thoroughly ex-
plored, revealing some hundreds of seulptured bas-
reliefs, illustrating the campaigns and hunting expedi-
tions of this ruler, A still more extensive palace, built
by the greatest of all Assyrian rulers, Ashurbanapal
(668-626 p.c.), whose name was distorted by Greek
writers to Sardanapalus and who appears in the Old
Testament as Asnapper (Ezra 4, 10). Apart from the
usual bas-reliefs and huge winged bulls and a large
number of inseriptions, including cylinders furnishing
the details of his many campaigns, Layard found in
this palace two rooms filled with many thousand frag-
ments of elay tablets which proved to be a royal library
collected by the king with the avowed purpose of stor-
ing in his palace the literary productions of Babylonia,
as well as the official archives—letters and reports—of
the Assyrian empire. Subsequent supplementary ex-
cavations inereased the number of tablets to about
30,000, which now constitute one of the most valuable
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tressures/of the Britisk Mrisenm: “Tisss day tablets
form our main souree of Babvlonian literature, sinee a
large proportion of the texts represent copies made by
Ashurbanapal’s seribes of originals from the temple
archives of the great centres in the south, notably
Babylon and Borsippa. The most extensive braneh of
literature represented in the collection was formed by
the divination compends of the Babylonian priests—
covering handbooks of divination in connection with
the examination of livers of sacrificial sheep as 4 means
of forecasting the future, astrological handbooks, col-
lections of birth-omens, of animal omens, of dreams,
and of miscellaneous divination texts based on phenom-
ena observed in rivers, ocenrrences in houses, streets
and eities. Another large division of the collection is
formed by the ineantation texts, detailing the formuls,
the symbolical rites and medicinal preseriptions to
drive the demons of diseasze out of the bodies of vietims
or to counteract the influence of witches and sorcerers,
Incantations lead on the one hand to medical texts of a
purer type, more or less divoreed from sacred formule,
and on the other hand to prayers, hymns, and peni-
tential rituals. Myths and legends are represented, in-
cluding ereation stories, as well as an extensive epie re-
counting the achievements of a national hero, Gilga-
mesh, whose exploits are brought into connection
with all kinds of tales that had an independent origin.
Partly of Babylonian origin, and partly representing
additions made by Assyrian scribes is the text-book
literature,® consisting of elaborate sign lists of varions
kinds, compiled as a means of instruetion for the young
aspirants to the priesthood, grammatical paradigms,
exerciges in the legal formula used in commereial and
legal documents, commentaries to tests, and school
editions of literary productions. Thongh the great im-
portance of this find was immediately recognized by

# Bee Jastrow, ' The Textbook Literature of Babylonia™ ( Biblieal
World, vol. ix, pp. 2458-268),
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Layard, it was only when Sir Henry Rawlinson, Edwin
Norris, and George Smith, the latter an assistant in
the British Musenm, began to classify, edit and study
the texts of the library that its real character was
determined. To-day, some sixty vears after the
finding of the library, its study is still far from being
exhausted.*®

At Nimrud, Layard’s chief discoveries consisted in
unearthing the remains of a stage tower and of two
small temples erected by Ashurnasirpal IIT (883-859
B.¢.) built of sun-dried bricks, covered with plaster. In
both temples, elay images of deities, bas-reliefs and in-
seribed slabs, were found. One of these slabs measured
almost twenty-two feet, and was covered with closely
written cuneiform charaeters. Through this inscrip-
tion and through a large monolith of Ashurnasirpal
found in the second temple, we have an almost exhaust-
ive record of the exploits of this ruler—which means a
history of the times in which he lived. A large statue
of the king was also found in one of the temples. Con-
tinning the excavations in the palace of this king at
Nimrud, Layard was fortunate enough, in the course
of the second expedition, to come across a large number
of objects in copper and bronze, shields, helmets,
swords, daggers, twelve large cauldrons filled with
smaller vessels and miseellaneous objects, a variety of
iron instruments, hammers, saws, spears, a number of
beautifully embossed bronze plates, and more the like.
The epigraphical material was also considerably en-
riched by the accompanying inseriptions on the seulp-
tured bas-reliefs, on slabs, eviinders and on tablets
which, when they eame to be deciphered, added largely
to our knowledge of the events of the last three centuries

* A most valuable publication is Bezold’s monumental Catalogue
of the Cuneiform Tablets in the Kouyungik Collection of the British
Museum (London, 1889-1899) in five large volumes, the introduetion
to which furnishes an excellent general secount of the royal library.
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before the fall of Nineveh in 606 B.c., and which were
the most glorious in the eventful history of Assyria.

Over one hundred boxes of antiquities were shipped,
in 1851, to England, and arrived safely at the British
Museum. In a second popular volume* Layard gave a
fascinating account of his discoveries, and to the first
series of illustrations from the monuments he added &
second set of drawings which were made by F. Cooper.™
The decipherment of cuneiform inseriptions had by this
time made sufficient progress to emable Layard, by
utilizing the results obtained, chiefly through Sir Henry
Rawlinson and Edward Hincks, to give some account .
of the historieal data to be gleaned from the monu-
ments. He could also, as & result of his more thorough
study of the numerous buildings unearthed by him at
Nimrud and Kouyunjik, illustrate the relationship of
the various royal builders to one another, showing how
portions of one edifice were restored or enlarged by
some successor, and how, in some cases, material used
in the construction of one palace was transferred and
made to do service in building the walls or forming
supports for another,

The amount of work achieved by Layard during his
second expedition, which lasted only two years, was
enormous, Numerous other mounds, both in the north
and south, were superficially searched for antiquities
which definitely established the ancient origin of the
cities buried beneath them. At some places, indeed,
such as Kaleh-Shergat—the site of the ancient city of
Ashur—Arban and Sherif Khan, most striking an-
tiquities and inseribed monuments were discovered,
while the work done by him at Niffer, in the south—
the site of ancient Nippur—yielded sufficient results to
furnish a clue to the American explorers who were to

*! Discoveries among the Ruing of Ninevoh and Babylon (London,
1853).

™ The Monuments of Nineveh, 2d series, 71 plates (London,
1853).
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undertake the more thorough excavation of the mounds
at that place some thirty years later.

The excavations so far had been conducted on
Assyrian soil, and as a result the three chief cities of
Assyria were partially unearthed, the old eapital, Ashur
(on the site of Kaleh-Shergat), Calah (on the site of
Nimrud), originally founded by Shalmaneser I (e.
1300 B.c.) and which Ashurnasirpal ITT (883-839 B.C.)
again made the capital, and Nineveh (on the site of
Kouyunjik), which had been made the ecapital in the
reign of Ashur-bel-kala (e. 1100 .c.), and again became
the official seat of government when Shalmaneser 11T
(858-824 m.c.) oceupied the throne, and remained so
until the fall of the Assyrian Empire in 606 8. To
these there is to be added Dur Sharrukin (on the site
of Khorsabad), a ereation of Sargon IT (721-706 8.c.),
and which served as an outpost for Nineveh. In addi-
tion, a number of other Assyrian towns were definitely
identified and shown to contain treasures which war-
ranted more systematic exeavations,

Turning now to the mounds of the south, the credit
of having been the first to conduct excavations for a
eontinnous period, albeit a short one, on & site of an
ancient Babylonian city belongs to the Englishiman
Willinm Kennett Loftus, who, in 1850, and again in
1853-1854, spent some time in opening trenches in a
series of extensive mounds at Warka, which proved
to be the site of ancient Uruk (or Erech), one of the
oldest as well as one of the most important political and
religious centres in the Euphrates Valley. At first, as
was to be expected, the latter period of the city was re-
vealed, the chief finds being a mumber of slipper-shaped
coffins covered with an enamel glaze, which belonged
to the Persian period,® i.e., to the fifth and fourth
centuries 8.c. The city was still in existence though it
had lost much of its importance, and through the odor

* Zee Plate XV for specimens of such coffins from Nippur,
and Plate XL, Fig. 1, for coffina of older periods.
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of its time-honored sanectity had become a favorite place
of burial. Loftus, however, succeeded in penetrating
to the earlier layers which revealed the existence of a
temple of large dimensions to which as at gther sites a
stage-tower, or zikkurat, was, as was usual, attached.
In another portion of one of the mounds an extensive
edifice was found which had all the characteristic fea-
tures of a royal palace, with wall decorations of glazed
tiles, pointing to a work of the neo-Babylonian period,
while the inscriptions, chiefly business documents on
small clay tablets, likewise indicated the continued
existence of the city until the overthrow of the neo-
Babylonian dynasty through Cyrus in 539 B,

By a curious chanee, this first Babylonian mound,
or rather series of mounds, for there are several dis-
tinct ones, also happens to be the scene of the most
recent exeavations, for in November, 1912, the German
Oriental Society, some sixty years after Loftus’ arrival
at Warka, began systematic excavations which have re-
vealed details of the great temple E-anna, ** the heav-
enly house,” in honor of the goddess Nani (or Ishtar)
whose geat of worship was in ancient Uruk.

Besides some surface seratchings at Babylon, Nif-
fer, Tell Sifr and other mounds, Loftus also spent some
time at a mound Senkereh, about fifteen miles to the
south of Warka where he almost immediately eame
upon remains of a temple and of a stage-tower which
belonged to a high antiquity, as was subsequently ascer-
tained from the inseriptions of various kinds,—barrel-
shaped clay cylinders with historieal data, inseribed
bricks used in the construetion of the edifices, and large
numbers of clay tablets representing husiness and legal
documents. Senkereh stands on the site of an aneient
city, Larsa, idenfical with the Biblical Ellasar (Gen.
14, 1) and the seat of the worship of the sun-god, whose
temple and stage-tower at the place were objects of
veneration through all periods of Babylonian history.

At Tell Sifr, still further to the south, although ex-
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cavations were carried on by Loftus for a few days only,
large quantities of inscribed tablets and a colleetion of
miscellaneous bronze and copper utensils, such as dag-
gers, hatchets, knives, vases, cauldrons and mirrors
were found and together with many other antiquities
gent to England to still further enrich the British
Museum.*®

At the same time that the second French expedition
was engaged in continuing Botta’s work at Khorsabad
and Kouyunjik,* Fulgence Fresnel was placed by the
French government in charge of excavations fo be
earried on at the site of the aneient city of Babylon.
Fresnel was accompanied by Jules Oppert, a yvoung
scholar destined soon to become one of the leading
Assyriologists of his day, and Félix Thomas, an arehi-
teet, who was to study the construetion of the buildings
and to make all the drawings in connection with the
excavations. In the middle of July, 1852, work was
begun at one of the large mounds, known as Kasr,
which was afterwards extended to two other mounds,
Babil and Amran Ihn'Ali, forming part of the complex
beneath which Babylon lay buried.”* The results, owing
to the enormous mass of rubbish of which these mounds
consisted, were rather disappointing,. Numerous brick
stamps were found containing the name of Nebuchad-
nezzar 11 (604561 p.c.), and which showed that the
large edifice beneath Kasr** was the famous palace of
that ruler. Quantities of fragments of glazed tiles with
animals and decorative designs were also unearthed,
but nothing that could compare in interest or sensa-
tional importance to what was being found at the same

™ The results of his labors were embodied by Loftus in his Travels
and Researches in Chaldaea ond Susiana (London, 1857).

¥ Above pi 15, zeq.

2 The fourth moond, Djumdjuma, was not touched by this
expedition,

 The name signifies *‘castle,”" and thus embodies a tradition of
the royal residence which stood there.
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time by Place and Layard at the mounds in the north.
Nor were the results more striking at the other mounds,
to which Fresnel and Oppert directed themselves.
Some progress was made in our knowledge of the
topography of Babylon, though some of the theories
brought forward by Oppert®** turned out to be
erroneous. Other mounds near Babylon, such as Birs
Nimrud (the site of ancient Borsippa) and el-Ohémir
(the site of Kish), were explored by this expedition
which appears to have been pursued by ill luck, for
even the antiguities gathered during the almost two
vears of continnous work were lost on the rafts that
were to carry them to Basra.

An Englishman, J. E. Taylor, who was the Viee-
Consul at Basra was more successful in exeavations
condneted by him for a short period at Mugheir,*® con-
siderably to the south of Babylon and which proved to
be the site of the famous Ur, whence, according to
Biblical tradition, Abraham set out on his wanderings
which brought him to Palestine. In eontrast to the
massive character of the mounds at Warka, where large
portions of walls are still visible, and to Birs Nimrud
and Akerkuf, where the rins of the old stage-towers
rise above the rubbish, those at Mugheir are compara-
tively low which made the work of exeavation much
easier. It was not long, therefore, before Taylor had
penetrated into the interior of a massive building which
proved to be the great temple to Sin, the moon-god, the
centre of whose cult was at Ur. He could trace the
character of the edifice and follow the course of its walls
for a considerable portion. The most prominent feature
was as usual the stage-tower of which two stories, one

" Ezpédition Scientifigue en Mesopotamie (Paris, 1859-1863),
2 vols. The first volume contains the reports of the journey and its
results; the second, by Oppert, is devoted to setting forth the
method of the decipherment of the cuneiform inseriptions.

“Hm'-e properly Mukayyar, meaning the mound '*covered with
bitumen. "’
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placed above the other, could be traced: Tna corner of
the tower Taylor found a perfectly preserved clay
evlinder of which duplicates were found in the other
three corners, a plan that proved to have been commonly
followed in the case of other edifices in Babylonia as
well as Assyria. The construction of the temple could
be traced back through the inscribed bricks found at
various levels to the Ur dynasty, which flourished in
the third millenmium before this era. Taylor was also
the first to eome across graves of the early Babylonian
period when the coffins were much smaller in shape
than the slipper-shaped receptacles for the corpse in
the Neo-Babylonian and Persian periods.*® The shapes
varied from a narrow but deep bath-tub variety into
which the body must have been forced in a semi-
upright position, to large dish covers beneath which the
body was placed, alternating again with two large jars,
holding the body and eemented at the place of contact.
Such discoveries threw a new and important light upon
the enstoms of the people, as did also the many speci-
mens of pottery and all kinds of utensils which Taylor
unearthed besides a considerable number of the usual
business and legal documents belonging fo both the
earlier and the later periods of Babylonian history.
Despite the comparatively short time spent at Mug-
heir, Taylor largely enriched our knowledge of early
Babylonian history; and he was equally successful in
determining the great antiquity of the city buried under
a mound, Abit Shahrain, still further to the south and in
identifying the mounds that rise more abruptly from
the plains than elsewhere as the site of the city of Eridu
which, as is now known, once lay af or very near the
head of the Persian Gulf. He was soon able to determine
the location of the conventional stage-tower at the
northern end of the mound and which still rose in parts
to a height of about seventy feet. As at Mugheir, the

» Above, p. 25, note 29,
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tower appeared to consist of only two stages, one super-
imposed on the other, with an inclined plane leading
from one to the other; and he was furthermore able to
conclude with tolerable certainty that the tower was
crowned by a small chapel or chamber in which pre-
sumably the statue of the deity, Ea, the patron deity of
Eridu, or some symbol of the god stood. This would be
in accord with Herodotus,” from whose deseription of
the stage-tower at Babylon we may conclude that at the
top of these towers there was a shrine with a symbol
or image of the god or goddess to whom the tower was
dedicated. In contrast to all other edifices discovered
beneath the mounds of the south before and sinee
Taylor’s days, which are built of baked or unbaked
bricks, the structures at Abu Shahrain showed the em-
ployment of a considerable amount of sandstone,
granite and marble which, since the Euphrates Valley
is entirely devoid of stone, must have been brought to
Eridu by way of the Persian Gulf. Taylor also used
his sojourn in this most southern distriet to examine
other mounds and make tentative excavations there o
that until the advent of the French explorer, de Sarzee,
some twenty years later, it was to Taylor that we owed
the most valuable part of our knowledge of the mounds
in the south.

Before taking up the account of de Sarzee’s extra-
ordinary activity, a few words need to be said of Sir
Henry Rawlinson’s brief but successful investigations
at Birs Nimrud, the site of the ancient city of Borsippa.
The striking appearance of the ruin of a stage-tower
rising high above the mounds at that place® was no

T Book I, § 1581,

** Bee p. 28 and Plate XXXIX. The nama of the stage-tower at
Borsippn was E-ur-imin-au-ki, “*House of the seven divisions of
heaven and earth™; that at Babylon was E-temen-an-ki, ' Houss of
foundation of heaven and earth.” In both names there is evidencs
of & close nssociation of earth with heaven, implied also in the Bib-
lical tale that is intended as a protest ngainst these religious “sky

scrapers, ™’
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doubt a factor in giving rise to the current tradition
in the region that this ruin was the Tower of Babel.
The tradition was correct in so far as the Biblical legend
was based on the general custom, as we have seen, of
erecting high towers in connection with the temples of
Babylonia and Assyria, Borsippa, moreover, lay close
to Babylon, so close, indeed, that the two eities at times
appeared to form a single complex. Rawlinson, whose
many-sided activity as deeipherer, explorer and editor
of cuneiform texts makes him on the whole the most
prominent figure in the history of Assyriology, was
most auxious to try his luck at Birs Nimrud, especially
after the rather negative results of the French expedi-
tion to Babylon and surrounding sites, and which had
dampened the enthusiasm aroused by the discoveries
of Botta, Place and Layard. While arranging as
British resident and eonsul general at Baghdad for the
expeditions of Loftus and Taylor and for the continna-
tion of the work in the north under Hormuzd Rassam,
who, after Layard’s departure in 1852, was placed in
charge, Rawlinson himself was given the opportunity
of spending two months, in the fall of 1854, at the
mounds of Babylon and Borsippa. Profiting by the
experience and knowledge gained through the course of
the excavations, he first made a ecaveful study of the
exposed portions of the tower at Birs Nimrud with a
view to determine its general construetion and extent,
the number of its stages and an estimate of the depth
of the lowest layer. Assuming that at the four corners
of the huge construetion, foundation clay evlinders with
dedieatory inseriptions would be found in situ, he on
the basis of his measurements began to remove the
bricks at one of the exposed angles of the third stage
and within an hour a perfeet eylinder was brought out
by one of the workmen at the very spot where Rawlin-
son had told the workmen to search for it. A second
one was found at another corner, and subsequently the
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fragments of a third.® The inseription proved that
Rawlinson had discovered the famous tower of Bor-
sippa which bore the name of E-ur-imin-an-ki,
V/‘Hause of the seven divisions of heaven and earth,””
indicating that the tower symbolized the entire uni-
verse, connecting the earth, as it were, with the heavens.
Rawlinson also determined that the tower at least in
the form given to it by the restoration through
Nebuchadnezzar 11, at the begioning of the sixth
century, B.C,, consisted of seven stages, as symbolized
in the name, one superimposed upon the other and
receding in circumference as one proceeded from stage
to stage. The lowest stage, aceording to Rawlinson’s
measurements, was 272 feet gquare and about 26 feef
high. Many fragments of the bricks showed remains
of glazing in different eolors, black, blue and red being
recognizable. The number of stages varies in the ease
of the towers so far exeavated, from two to seven, the
number in earliest days being usually four, with the
tendency to increase the height as we pass down the
centuries. The main purpose was to build a high
mass in imitation of a mountain, with a winding
balustrade as a means of reaching the top, where the
shrine of the deity to whom the tower was dedieated,
stood.

It will be seen that as a result of the work done at
the mounds in the north and south from the year 1842
to 1855 by the splendid series of explorers, Botta, Place,
Layard, Rassam, Fresnel, Oppert, Loftus, Taylor, and
Rawlinson, an enormous mass of material had been
unearthed, many edifices, chiefly temples, towers and
palaces, had been discovered, and in some cases quite
thoroughly excavated. The general character of these
construetions had been determined and in the case of

* Rawlinson's account of his work will be found in an article On
the Birs Nimrid or the Great Temple of Borsippa (Journal of the
ERoyal Agiatic Society, vol. xviil (1861), pp. 1-34).
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Assyrian palaces, many of the details had also been
ascertained. The art of the time was illustrated by
numerous monuments, dating from various periods,
valuable historieal and votive inseriptions, elay tablets
representing business and legal documents of various
periods and, above all, the extensive library archives
gathered in his palace by the greatest of Assyrian kings
had been bhrought to light.
VII

For about twenty years after Rawlinson's departure
from Baghdad, no excavations were carried on either
in the north or the south, and it was perhaps just as well
that a period elapsed before excavations were resnmed
so as to aiford the scholars of Europe, devoting them-
selves to cuneiform research, opportunity to study the
material which had been gathered and which both the
British Museum and the Louvre, with commendable
zeal, were planning to make accessible to scholars.‘
By the year 1870 a large amount of the material had
been published, besides many detailed studies on the
language of the inseriptions to which the name Assyrian
was currently given. The decipherment was thus placed
on a securer basis, and translations of some of the
more important historical and dedieatory tfexts on
eylinders and on inseribed slabs and monuments were
made, which, however deficient in details, left no doubt
in the minds of impartial judges that the main facts
had been correctly determined.

Inferest in continuing the excavations was aronsed

“See pp. 16, 17 and 28, for Botta's, Place's and Oppert’s
publieations, In 1861 the British Museum began, under the editor-
ship of Sir Henry Rawlinson, the publication of the cunsiform texts
‘in the British Museum. Five large folio volumes under the title The
Cuneiform Inscriptions of Western Asia, were issued (1861-1880),
and this series was followed by & second, Cuneiform Texts from
Babylonian Tablets, etc., in the British Museum (1900 to date), of
which, up to the present, 34 parts, each containing about 50 plates,
have been issued.

3
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anew throngh the discoveries made among the tablets
of Ashurbanapal’s library, by George Smith, first en-
gaged as an engraver in the British Museum, and then
as an Assistant in the Department of Assyrian An-
tiquities. In the fall of 1872 he came across a large
fragment on which, as he found by patient study, there
was related the story of a great Deluge. Upon proeceed-
ing further he ascertained that the cuneiform record
bore striking points of resemblance with the Biblical
account. Ata meeting of the Society of Biblical Archee-
ology, held on December third of that year, he presented
the results of his studies which showed that the
Assyrian aecount of the Deluge formed part of a large
composition recounting the adventures of a hero whose
name was provisionally read Izdubar, but who, as we
now know, was called Gilgamesh. The resemblance
between the Bililical and the cuneiform tale of a great
catastrophe which destroyed all mankind was the chief
reason for the profound sensation aroused by Smith’s
diseoveries. The London *‘Daily Telegraph’ at once
eame forward with an offer to defray the cost of an ex-
pedition to Kouyunjik to search for further portions
of the royal library. The offer was accepted by the
trustees of the British Museum, and early in 1873
George Smith left for the mounds of Assyria and
Babylonia, which he was to visit again in 1874 and 1876,
only to meet his death at Aleppo on the oceasion of his
third trip, stricken down with a malarial fever that
was sweeping through the region. His death, on the
nineteenth of August, 1876, at the early age of forty-
seven vears, was a severe loss to science, for his past
work had given promise of still greater usefulness in
the future. As a result of his two sojourns at Kou-
yunjik several hundred fragments of the library tablets
were added to the collections of the British Museum,
besides numerous inscribed eylinders, slabs and other
objects which he obtained as a result of further search
in the mounds at Nimrud, Kaleh-Shergat and else- -
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where. Previous to this Rassam, during his excava-
tions at Kouyunjik after Layard's departure, had also
found many hundreds of fragments and a last gleaning
was secured many years afterwards through a further
search of the ruins of the palace made by E. A. Wallis-
Budge and by L. W. King of the British Museum.
Creorge Smith’s sojourn at the mounds was too brief
to allow him to undertake systematie or even extensive
excavations. All that he could do was to rummage
through the ruins uncovered by his predecessors, chiefly
at Kouyunjik, Nimrud and Kaleh-Shergat, to open
some further trenches and hunt in a more or less desul-
tory manner for further inscriptions and monuments.
The same general remark holds good for the labors
of Hormuzd Rassam at mounds both in the north and
the south during the years following upon Bmith’s
death. For a period of five years, 1878-1882, he spent
several months each year at the mounds. His energy
was indefatigable, and with added experience he was
able frequently to achieve remarkable success in a com-
paratively short time. He gathered, during his pro-
longed sojourn, a large number of most important an-
tiquities, and definitely identified many mounds as cov-
ering aneient remains. Among his discoveries perhaps
the most remarkable was the finding of a large number
of strips of bronze embossed with ornaments, figures
and inseriptions that proved to be parts of huge bronze
plates eovering the cedar gates of a palace of Shal-
maneser JIL.** This discovery was made at a site,
Balawat, about fifteen miles to the east of Mosul, the
ancient name of which was Imgur-Enlil. The scenes
represented on the bronze panels were illustrative of
the campaigns of Shalmaneser I11. With remarkable

M Bee the superh publication, Bronge Ornaments of the Palace
(fates of Balawat, by Samuel Bireh and T. G. Pinches (London,
1881 ), and Billerbeck and Delitzseh, die Palastiore Salmonassary 1T
von Balowald (Reilyige zur Assyriologie, vi, 1). See Plates LXVIIL
and LXTX,
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attention to details, the camp scenes, the marching
Assyrian armies, the attacks on the enemy, the eapture
of forts, the taking of booty and ecaptives, as well as
sacrificial rites in connection with the eampaigns were
depicted. Through such illustrations the costumes of
the various divisions of the army, the trappings of the
horses, the arrangement of the camps, the utensils and
customs of daily life and many details of the ritual
were Tevealed. These data were supplemented and
further illustrated by the inseriptions aceompanying
the designs.  Btill greater success awaited Rassam in
his excavations at a number of the southern mounds,
which were also more systematically condueted.
Attacking several of the mounds that cover the site
of Babylon, he was far more successful than his
predecessors in securing rich returns in epigraphical
material. Significant among the historieal records
was a clay cylinder giving the account by Cyrus
himself of his conquest of Babylonia in 539 n.0.% that
event of world-wide import which was destined to
bring to an end the history of Babylonia and Assyria.
A large ecollection of business documents covering
the Neo-Babylonian period (625-539 n.c.)” was also
found which, together with several thousand similar
tablets from the mounds at Babylon secured by
George Smith shortly before his death, greatly in-
creased the material for studying the legal procedure
and the many-sided business activity of ‘Babylonia.
Through these tablets we obtain an insight into the life,
the oceupations, the business methods and the eom-
mercial activity of the people which supplemented the
view of the intellectual life obtained through the
literary documents and the picture of the political and
military energies and ambitions resulting from a study
of the historical records. The business documents cov-
ered every phase of every-day occurrences, sale and hire
“ See Plite XXV, Fig. 2.
43 Bee Chapter VI for specimens of sush documants,
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of fields, rent and sale of houses, loans and receipts,
contracts for work, reports of business agents, marriage
and divorce, last testaments and terms of adoption,
snits of all kinds and the decisions of judges, and so on
through the entire gamut of the records one might find
in the legal archives of any municipality of the present
day.** Besides the archive of Babylon, Rassam also
discovered an extensive business archive in the temple
area of Abfi Habba, a new site which Rassam’s excava-
tions definitely idemtified as the ancient city Sippar, a
centre of the cult of Shamash, the sun-god, whieh
played a most notable part in Babylonian history. The
mounds at Abii Habba cover an enormous extent, no
less than 250 acres, according to recent caleulations*®
of which the temple area—including, as in all of the
large cities of Babylonia, numerous edifices, smaller
temples and chapels, besides houses for the temple ad-
ministration and for the housing of the priests—alone
covered about 40 acres. He opened up a large number
of rooms and was rewarded by finding no less than
60,000 elay tablets in the temple archives, most of them
business documents, but also quite a sprinkling of liter-
ary documents, such as those in Ashurbanapal’s li-
brary,—hymns, reports, omen fexts, grammatical exer-
cises, mathematical lists, efe. Numerous historieal
documents were uiso found at Abii Habba by Rassam,
most valuable among these being a superb stone tablet
containing at the head a design representing Shamash
seated in his shrine, with his two attendants, holding
ropes attached to a wheel as the symbol of the sun, while
into the presence of the sun-god a king is being led pre-
ceded by a priest and followed by the goddess A, the
eonsort of Bhamash, in the attitude of interceding with
her divine husband on behalf of the king. A long in-
scription covering both sides of the tablet recounts the
history of the temple, relating how in consequence of

* See, for details, Chapter VI,
“ Hilprecht, Explorations in Bible Lands, p. 268,
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disasters to Sippar, the cult of Shamash had been neg-
lected, and the old image of the god had disappeared,
but Nebopaliddin, the king of Babylonia (e. 888-854
B.0.), determined on restoring the grandeur of the old
femple, had been fortunate in finding a terra-eotta
relief of the image, from which as a model a new
image was made. The inseription, full of interest-
ing historical details and of regulations of the cult,
closes with a list of pifts and offerings ordered by
Nebopaliddin to be set aside regularly on six festive
occasions during the year He also found some re-
markable boundary-stones, recording grants of land to
royal officials and decorated with symbols of the gods,
who were invoked as witnesses to the transaction and
whose curses are ealled down upon any one defacing or
destroying the monument or altering any of its speci-
fications, Twelve years later, in 1894, supplemental
excavations were earried on at Abi Habba by Prof.
Vineent Seheil, of Paris, under the auspices of the
Turkish government, which resulted in adding many
hundreds of literary documents from the temple ar-
chives, terra-cotta figurines and bas-reliefs, some repre-
senting Shamash and his consort, others models of
animals, deposited as votive offerings, utensils and
weapons in bronze, numerous seal-cylinders with
various designs and nused to roll over the soft elay of the
business docnments as signatures of the partms inter-
ested, numerous inseribed bricks and pieces of pottery
Scheil was also able, despite the shortness of his stay at
Abii Habba, more accurately to determine the various

“ For a summary of the inseription see Harper, dssyrian and
Babylomian Literature, pp. 30-33; it is fully treated by Johannes
Jeremins, **Die Cultustafel von Sippar™ (Beitrige sur Assyriologie
1, pp, 268-292),

‘T A full secount of Scheil’s excavations will b found in his
volume, Une Saison de Fouilles @ Sippar (Mémoires ds 1'Tnstitut
Frangais d’Archéologie Orientale du Caire, (1802) vol. L, fax. 1),
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divisions of the temple and something of its interior
arrangement, ineluding the site of the temple school.

Rassam, during the five vears covered by his fir-
man, searched many other mounds in the north and
gouth, conducting hurried exeavations at some of them
with varying results. Notably at Birs Nimrud** he
laid bare no less than eighty rooms in the huge temple
B-zida, **the legitimate house,” dedicated to Nabu, the
chief deity of Borsippa. Among the documents found
here, special mention shonld be made of a terra-cotta
evlinder containing in cuneiform an aceount of the
restoration of the temple by the Greek governor of
Babylonia, Antiochus Soter, in the year 270 B.c., a most
interesting proof of the continued sanetity which the
temple continued to enjoy almost three centuries after
the fall of Babylon. The mounds at Tell Ibrahim, about
fifteen miles to the north-east of Hillal, and those at
Daillum, about ten miles to the south of Hillah, were
among those included in his tours through the region
with, however, indifferent results. In an interesting
volume * he gives an account of his entire career as an
explorer which, beginning in the days of Layard, ex-
tended to the threshold of the latest epoch in Babyl-
onian and Assyrian excavations. With Rassam a
second period in excavations on the Tigris and
BEuphrates closes. The third, which begins about the
time that Rassam started on his last series of cam-
paigns, is marked by systematic excavations concen-
trated on a single series of mounds.

VIII

In 1877 the French Vice-consul at Basra, Ernest
de Sarzee, began a series of excavations in a series of
mounds at Telloh, in the extreme southern section of
the Buphrates Valley, selected by him after a recon-
noitering tour as a most promising locality. With

" Sue above, p. 31 seq.
@ Aohur and the Land of Nimrod (N, Y., 1897),
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short interruptions these excavations were continued
by de Sarzee until his death, in 1901, and since that
time under the guidance of Gaston Cros.

Of the series of mounds at Telloh there were two
which attracted partieular attention, each rising about
fifty to sixty feet above the plain. De Sarzee began his
work at the smaller of the two and soon came upon the
remains of an extensive palace which, however, turned
out to be a late construction ** belonging to about the
beginning of the third century s.c. Along with evi-
dence of a late construction, indieations of a very early
edifice were found, and the interesting problem thus
raised was finally solved by the definite proof that the
palace, dating from Parthian times, and following in
its general construction the model of Assyrian palaces,
was erected on the site of an ancient Babylonian temple,
the material of which was partly used in the late con-
struction. The substratum was erected, in accordance
with a practice that was thus shown to be a trait of the
architecture of the region from the earliest to the
Iatest period on an immense terrace, about forty feet
high, while the expanse itzelf covered some 600 feet
square, The older building, which alone interests us
latest period, on an immense terrace about forty feet
to Ningirsu, the patron deity of Shirpurla (or Lagash),
which was thus identified as the city covered by the
mound Telloh.* The foundation of the temple ean be
traced back to Urukagina (e. 2700 p.c.), and may be
several centuries older even than this ruler. It was
an object of veneration to all rulers of the city and
acquired a significance that prompted rulers of other
centres to leave traces of their devotion to Ningirsu,
through enlarging the dimensions of the temple or

*Shown by inscribed bricks bearing the nume of Hadad-
nadin-akhé in Aramean and Greek characters,

** Telloh means the *‘mound of tablets,”* and thus preserves the
tradition of the temple archive which was discoversd by de Sarzee
and which formed one of the features of the temple area.
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through repairs of portions that had fallen into deecay.
Little was left, however, of the old temple beyond a wall
at the east corner, which formed part of the work done
by Ur-Bau (e. 2450 B.C.), and a tower and gate con-
structed by Gudea about a century later, and some
layers of bricks in various sections. In the course of
the excavations, however, a large number of remarkable
monmments were found, and a truly astonishing array
of miscellaneous objeects, inscribed vases, seal eylinders,
bas-reliefs, bronze votive offerings, pottery, iron
utensils, terra-cotta cylinders, and inseribed cones.
Chief among these were nine magnificent diorite statues
of Gudea, in whose days Shirpurla, although no longer
forming an independent state, enjoyed a second period
of grandeur. These statues, representing the ruler in
gitting posture or standing, were covered with inserip-
tions indicating that they were set up as vetive offer-
ings. Gudea in thus placing statues of himself in the
saered edifice followed the example of Ur-Bau, of whom
likewise an inseribed statne was found. The stone, as
Gudea tells us in his inseriptions, was brought from a
distant land, as he brought copper and gold and
precious woods from various parts of Arabia and cedars
from northern Syria. Such intercourse with distant
lands is an illustration of the commercial activity pre-
vailing at that early period.

The interest aroused in France through the arrival
of the statues at the Louvre was sufficient to ensure
further grants from the French government to continue
the excavations. The inseriptions proved to be couched
in the old Sumerian language spoken by the non-
Semitie inhabitants who in the earliest period were in
control of the region. When they came to be deciphered,
they threw a new light on early political conditions in
the Euphrates Valley, and our knowledge of those con-
ditions was still further increased through the inter-
containing about 2000 lines, which furnished us with
pretation of the two large terra-cotta cylinders, each
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detailed information regarding Gudea’s plans in the
construction of F-ninnu, how he was prompted to
undertake this work at the direct instance of Ningirsu,
who appeared to him in a dream and gave him instrue-
tions how to proceed. The picture of the earliest cul-
ture in the south now grew more distinet and it became
evident that Assyrian culture was only an extension of
the civilization that avese in the south, It was there-
fore in the southern mounds that the origin of the civili-
zation of the region was to be sought, aud as a conse-
quence the activity of exploring expeditions sinee
de Barzee's days was largely directed to the mounds
in the south. The work at Telloh was by no means
limited to the illustration of the days of Gudea.
Monuments were found taking us back far bevond
this period, as, e.g., the fragments of an elaborate seulp-
tured votive offering, showing on the one side the
god Ningirsu with the double-headed eagle, the stand-

ard of Shirpurla, in one hand and a great net in the

other, in which he has gathered the heads of the
enemy.*™ The accompanying inseription told the story
of the eanflict against the people of Ununa, the triumph
of Eannatum (e. 2900 n.0.) and the agreement made
between the contesting parties.®™ Another monument,
likewise a wvotive offering, dating from the duys of
Eammatum’s grandfather Ur-Nind, who placed a tablet
of sandstone in the great temple of Ningirsu, inseribed
with his name and titles and exhibiting a lion-headed
eagle clutching a lion with each of its talons® Other
votive offerings were of bronge and represented a kneel-

**8ee the compreliensive work by Ernest da Larzes et Ldon
Hemzey, Dicouverios en Chaldée (Paris, 1884-1012) followed hy
Gaston Cros, Léon Henzey et Francois Thuresu-Dangin, Nowvelles
Fouilles de Tello (Paris, 1910),

* See the recent poblication of T.bon Heuzey et F. Thurean-
Dangin, Restitution Matérielle de lo Stile des Vawlours (Paris,
1009). See Pigtes XLV and XLVIIL

™ Bee Plate XLIX, Fig. 1.
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ing deity holding a poinfed eone, others again eronch-
ing bulls surmounting a pointed cone, female or male
figures bearing baskets on their heads and eovered with
dedicatory inscriptions, or statuettes terminating in a
point.

In the gecond of the two larger mounds de Sarzee
was no less suecessful. Remaing of buildings of various
dates were unearthed, all of which seemed to have
served some purpose connected with the great temple,
such as smaller shrines for the deities worshipped at
Lagash, forming the court around Ningirsu, store-
rooms, granaries and perhaps archive chambers, as well
as dwellings for some of the many officials connected
with the constantly growing temple administration,
Many valuable monuments were likewise found in this
mound. Prominent among these was a superb silver
vase, delicately ineised with representations, running
around the vase, of lion-headed eagles clutching lions,
ibexes and deers, while the upper portion depicts a
series of eronching bulls, The accompanying inserip-
tion tells us that the vase, which is one of the finest
specimens of Babylonian art and reveals the high devel-
opment reached in very early days. was an offering
made by Entemena, a ruler of Shirpurla, whose date
is about 2850 p.c., and who was a gon of Eammatum, to
whom we owe the monument above deseribed, which is
commeonly known among archmologists as the *‘Stele
of Vultures,”” A series of three limestone votive tablets
showing Ur-Nina, a ruler of Shirpurla (e. 3000 B.¢.),
accompanied by his children, is of special interest in
revealing to us an array of Sumerian types and further
details of the Sumerian mode of dress,™

Our knowledge of the remarkable art of the earliest
period was further enriched through the discovery of
such objects as an elaborately sculptured pedestal in

* Plate XLVI, Fig. 1; Plates LXII and LEIV for votive
statuettes nbove referred to; and Plate LXXT, Fig, 1, for the silver
vise of Entemenn.
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dark green steatite, forming the support to some large
pieee and showing seven small squatting figures dis-
tributed around the pedestal, a mace-head elaborately
carved, dedicated by a King Mesilim of the ecity of Kish
(e. 3100 B.c.), a large spear-head of copper abont two
and a half feet long and dedieated to Ningirsu by
another ruler of Kish, superb lion heads earved in lime-
gtone and serving a decorative purpose, libation bowls
and seulptured placques of various kinds, round trays
in veined onyx, furnishing additional names of rulers
of Lagash, an unusually large bas-relief in limestone,
over four feet high and representing priests and a
musician playing a harp of eleven strings, the whole
being again a votive offering for the ancient temple.*
Through such objects as well as through the variouns
designs on seal eylinders,” of a religious character or
illustrating episodes in myths and popular tales, a
further insight into the religious life and beliefs was
afforded, the forms and features given to the varions
gods and goddesses, their symbols, the style of their
altars, the kind of saerifices offered to them, and the
various phases of symbolism in the cult, Supplemental
to the monuments, to the works of art, and to the votive
and historical inseriptions, de Sarzee was fortunate
enough to discover in another section of the mounds
the extensive temple archive of clay tablets, dealing
with the administration of the temple property and the
commercial affairs of the temple officials. The tablets
were arranged in layers, evidently aceording to some
system so that any particular one conld readily be
picked out. Im all, some 30,000 tablets were found, but
the greater portion were stolen by the natives during
de Sarzec's absence and falling into the hands of
dealers are now scattered throughout the museums of
Europe and this country, and in private hands. Many
thousands have now been published, from which we

* See Plats XLV, Fig. 2, and Plate LIII for the lion heads.
"1 See at the elose of Chapter VII, and Plate LEXV-LXXVIL
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have secured a detailed view of the extent of temple
activity and the methods of temple administration in
early Babylonian days. The new series of excavations
also resulted in discovering the section of the ancient
gity in which the dead were puried. A considerable
portion of the necropolis has been laid bare, showing
for the first time the arrangement of an ancient Babyl-
onian cemetery, and incidentally settling a hitherto dis-
puted point whether burial constituted the oldest form
of disposing of the dead in the Fuphrates Valley. No
traces of cremation were found, but the methods of
burial were not uniform. Some of the graves were
square vaults into whieh the bodies were sunk, others
were shaped somewhat like barrels, within which the
bodies were placed.
X

Tt is time, however, to turn to other excavations
conducted during the past thirty years at sonthern
mounds, Early in 1889, an expedition fitted out by the
University of Pennsylvania, under the leadership of
Dr. John P. Peters (now of New York), began work
at a large series of mounds at Niffer, the site of ancient
Nippur, at which Layard, it will be recalled,™ had made
some tentative explorations. With some interruptfions
the exeavations were continued till the summer of 1900,
Dr. Peters being replaced, after 1888, by the late John
H. Haynes, who was the first to demonstrate the pos-
sibility of continning work at the mounds throughout
the vear and not merely during the dry season, though
the hardships endured no doubt drained hiz vitality and
hastened his early death. In 1889, the late Prof. R. F.
Harper, of the University of Chicago, and Prof. H. V.
Hilprecht, of the University of Pennsylvania, also
accompanied the expedition as Assyriologists during
the two and a half months of active work, and the
Iatter paid another short visit to the mounds in 1900,

3 Above, p. 24. The more sceurate native form is Nuffar,
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at that time of four—possibly five—stages, rising to a
height of over 150 feet. Within the temple area, cover-
ing a large extent and surrounded by two walls, an

‘inner and an outer one, traces of numerous shrines be-

sides the main temple were discovered, and, in the case
of some of these, the definite outlines could be deter-
mined. The main temple, known as E-kur, or ** moun-
tain house,”” was the special sanetnary of Enlil, whom
the Sumerians, as it would appear, brought with them
from their mountain homes. Nippur beeame, as early
at least as 3000 m.c., the chief religious centre of
SBumerian settlements, which carried with it the nndis-
puted position of Enlil as the head of the pantheon.
We have seen that Nippur, like Telloh, continued to
be a stronghold in Persian days. The coming of the
Greeks made no change in its status, as Greek inscrip-
tions and Greek figurines attest; and when finally Nip-
pur was abandoned as a settlement of the living, its ald-
time sanctity made it a favorite place of burial. Hun-
dreds of clay bowls, eontaining magieal inseriptions in
Aramaic and Syriac as a protection of the dead against
evil demons, and dating from about the sixth century
of our era were found in graves® of the uppermost
layers in certain sections of the mound as a proof that
Nippur continued to be a sacred necropolis for Jews
and Christinng many eenturies after it had ceased to
be oecupied and at a time when all traces and even the
recollection of its one-time grandeur had disappeared.®

 See Prof. J. A. Montgomery's valuable publication of the por-
tion of the eollection that cume to the University of Peunsylvania,
under the title of Aramaic Incantation Texts from Nippur (Phila-
delphis, 1913),

*To this day southern Babylonia is a favorite burial place for
Mohammedans who bring the bodies of their relatives from a long
distanes to He in the saered cities of Kerbeln and Nedjef, associated
with the deeds and martyrdom of the two sons of Al It s a
question worth investigating, whether the sanetity of such places
as Kerbela and Nedjef may not revert to the ancient Babylonian




g, 2, INCANTATION BOWLAS WITH ARAMANG INACHRIFTIONE (NIFFUR)






EXCAVATIONS AND EXPLORATIONS 49

Through the work of Peters and Haynes,*” scholars
were enabled for the first time fo obtain a more definite
view of the religious architecture of early Babylonia,
which was closely followed in Assyria, though with some
modifications. The temple proper was divided into two
courts, an outer and an inner one. Tn the outer one
stood the altar to which the sacrifices were brought.**
It was here that the people assembled, while the fnmer
court leading to the holy of holies, in which the statue
of the deity stood, was accessible to the priests only.
Attached to the temple, either behind it or to one side
was the stage-tower, the stories of which, as already
pointed out, varied from two to seven stages, one set
upon the other, and each succeeding stage being some-
what smaller until the top was reached.

Mention should be made of the large number of
votive inseriptions found in the Nippur mounds, which,
by nature of the historical data contained in them,
added much to our knowledge of political events and
conditions in the third millennium B.c., and revealed
the names of rulers of whom nothing or little was known
ere this® Thus many fragments of stone vases were

period, in which ease the Mohammedan traditions in regard to these
places may simply be the adaptation of the pre-Islumic sanctity to
later conditions. In & private communieation, Prof. Noldeke (June
13, 1013) ealls my attention to the fact that a village by the name
of Ninevel in southern Babylonin is frequently mentioned in Arabic
literature (Yakiit and Tabari)—an indication of the continuance of
Babylonian and Assyrian traditions far into the Islamic period.

2 Great credit is also due to Mr, C. 8, Fisher, now associated
with Harvard University and the Boston Musenm of Fine Arts,
who accompanied the expedition in 1899-1900 as architeet and
through whom many of the arehiteetural problems suggested by the
mounds were solved. In a large publication, Nippur, unfortunstely
not yet completed, Mr. Fisher has set forth the results of his careful
and important investigations.

* Ses Ohaptor VII and the temple plan there given.

« Puhlished by . V. Hilprecht in Vol. I, Parts 1 and 2, of the
Babylowian Expedition of the University of Pemnsylvanis and in
Poebel's volumes above, p. 46, note 60, referred to.

4
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found which, upon being pieced together, furnished a
large inseription of Lugalzaggisi (c. 2675 B.c.), the king
of Erech or Uruk, who extended his dominions until
he could lay elaim to the title also of King of Sumer,
and who tells us in the inscription accompanying his
votive offerings of his various campaigns and conquests,
In the lowest strata of the mounds a large number
of vases and jars—some of them of unusually large size
—were found, and among other interesting discoveries,
a series of drain pipes laid in vanlted tunnels showed
that at an early period a system for drainage had been
devised. The monuments unearthed up fo the present
at Nippur are not as oumerous as those found by de
Sarzee and Cros at Telloh, hut inelude such interesting
specimens as a large votive tablet of Ur-Enlil (¢. 3000
B.0.), showing the ruler in the aet of offering a libation
to Enlil. The great antiquity of the plaque, perforated
in the eentre so that it could be fastened to a wall, is
proved not merely by the characters used in the in-
seription but by the representation of the ruler in a
naked state before his god. The lower part of the tablet
shows a goat and a sheep followed by two attendants
who are presumably leading the animals, as sacrifices,
into the presence of the god.”

Another expedition fitted out by an American insti-

* A detailed account of the work during 1888-1800 was given
by Dr. Peters in his work, Nippur (2 vols,, New York, 1890), and
an aceount of the entire series of exeavations from 1888-1900 by
Prof. H. V. Hilpreeht in Ezplorotions in Bible Lands, pp. 289-568,
though this account is unfortunately marred by belittling of Peters’
and Haynes' work, umd by some statements which give one an
erroneous impression, both of the conditions under which finds were
made and of the finds themselves. The publication of texts found
it Nippur has proceeded steadily since 1801, Apart from the
volumes above (p. 46 and p. 49), instaneed, Prof. Clay has issued
seven volumes of business and legal documents from the Cassite, neo-
Babylonian and Persian periods, Drs, H. Ranke, A. Posbel and
D. W. Myhrmun, similar dosuments of ths First Dynasty of Babylon
and of the Ur dynasty, and Dr. H. Radau s selection of official
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tution conducted exeavations for some monthe in 1903~
1904, at Bismya, with Dr. E. J. Banks as director, who
was acting for the University of Chicago. In some
respects this work of Dr. Banks was the most remark-
able of the many nundertakings at the mounds, both be-
cause of the rich results obtained in a comparatively
short time and beeause of the conditions under which
. these results were obtained. Bismya lies in the very

heart of the desert region of southern Babylonia, diffi-
eult of access owing to the desperate character of the
Arab tribes in the vicinity,

Alone and unaided Banks proceeded to Bismya,
organized his corps of workmen and began his excava-
tions on Christmas Day, 1903. He kept up the work
until well into May of the following year, when the
excessive heat and the wretched sanitary conditions
forced an abandonment till fall. Proceeding as method-
ically as the difficult cireumstances eould allow, he
soon determined that Bismya covered the remains of an
ancient city that was abandoned long before the Babyl-
onian empire came to an end. A little below the surface,
remains of ancient buildings eame to view, and it soon
became evident also that the city had been destroyed by
an invasion. Banks traced the outlines of the royal
palace, of the temple and its stage-tower, and uncov-
ered a large portion of the residential district. The
palace fronting on the eanal contained a large number
of rooms grouped around a central eourt, and Banks
ascertained that the same general plan was followed
in the ease of the private houses, only that the number
of rooms was of course much smaller, and that the
palace probably contained, besides the large court, a
second one around which the apartments reserved for
the harem were distributed. Vertical drains leading

reports and administrative documents, and & monograph on frag-
ments of g Ninib myth found among the tablets of the literary section
of the temple archive. See Plate XLIII, Fig. 2, for the native tablet

of Ur-Enlil ,:i 3 89 8
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found which, upon being pieced together, furnished a
large inseription of Lugalzaggisi (e 2675 8.0.), the king
of Erech or Uruk, who extended his dominions until
he could lay claim to the title also of King of Sumer,
and who tells us in the inseription accompanying his
votive offerings of his various campaigns and conquests,
In the lowest strata of the mounds a large number
of vases and jars—some of them of unusually large size
—were found, and among other interesting diseoveries,
a series of drain pipes laid in vaunlted tunnels showed
that at an early period a system for drainage had been
devised. The monuments unearthed up to the present
at Nippur are not as nmumerous as those found by de
Sarzec and Cros at Telloh, but include such interesting
specimens as a large votive tablet of Ur-Enlil (e, 3000
B.0.), showing the raler in the act of offering a libation
to Enlil. The great antiquity of the plague, perforated
in the centre so that it could be fastened to a wall, is
proved not merely by the characters used in the in-
geription but by the representation of the ruler in a
naked state before his god. The lower part of the tablet
shows a goat and a sheep followed by two attendants
who are presumably leading the animals, as saerifices,
into the presence of the god.*

Another expedition fitted out by an American insti-

* A detailed account of the work during 1888-1890 was given
by Dr. Peters in his work, Nippur (2 vols, New York, 1890), and
an acecunt of the entire series of excavations from 1888-1900 by
Prof. H, V. Hilpreeht in Exzplorotions in Bible Lands, pp. 239-568,
though this aceonnt is unfortunately marred by belittling of Peters’
and Haynes' work, and by some statements which give one an
erroneous impression, both of the conditions under which finds were
made and of the finds themselves. The publication of texts found
at Nippur has proceeded steadily since 1801, Apart from the
volumes above (p. 46 and p. 49), instanced, Prof. Clay has issned
seven volimes of business and legal documents from the Cassite, neo-
Babylonian and Persisn periods, Drs, H. Ranke, A. Poebel and
D. W, Myhrmun, similar doeuments of ths First Dynasty of Babylon
and of the Ur dynasty, and Dr. H, Radau s selection of offieial
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tution conducted excavations for some months in 1903—
1904, at Bismya, with Dr. E. J. Banks as director, who
was acting for the University of Chicago. In some
respects this work of Dr. Banks was the most remark-
able of the many undertakings at the mounds, both be-
cause of the rich results obtained in a comparatively
short time and beeause of the conditions under which
these results were obfained. Bismya lies in the very
heart of the desert region of southern Babylonia, diffi-
cult of access owing to the desperate charaeter of the
Arab tribes in the vicinity,

Alone and unaided Bauks proceeded to Bismya,
organized his corps of workmen and began his exeava-
tions on Christmas Day, 1903. He kept up the work
until well into May of the following year, when the
excessive heat and the wretehed sanitary conditions
forced an abandonment till fall. Proceeding as method-
irally as the diffienlt eircumstances could allow, he
soon determined that Bismya covered the remains of an
ancient city that was abandoned long before the Babyl-
onian empire came to an end. A little below the surface,
remains of ancient buildings eame to view, and it soon
became evident also that the city had been destroyed by
an invasion. Banks traced the outlines of the royal
palace, of the temple and its stage-tower, and uncov-
ered a large portion of the residential district. The
palace fronting on the eanal contained a large number
of rooms grouped around a central court, and Banks
ascertained that the same general plan was followed
in the ecase of the private houses, only that the number
of rooms was of course much smaller, and that the
palace probably contained, besides the large court, a
second one around which the apartments reserved for
the harem were distributed. Vertical drains leading

reports and sdministrative documents, and & monograph on frag-
ments of o Ninib myth found among the tablets of the literary section
of the temple archive. See Plate XLITI, Fig. 2, for the native tablet

of Ur-Enlil. 3 3898
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down to the foundations were found in several rooms,
suggesting their use as bath rooms and indicative of at
least some attempts at sanitation in very early days.
Pottery of varions shapes, animals modelled in elay,
suggesting their use as toys, statuettes of deities serv-
ing as houschold gods, and several hundred tablets were
among the finds of the palace, but far richer were the
objects discovered in the temple area./ Chief among
these were remains of various statues of stone, reveal-
ing a high order of work in the modelling of the face
and in the arrangement of the garments, One of these
statues, though found in several pieces, could be almost
entirely restored, and constitutes one of the most valu-
able specimens of the art of early Babylonia, Tt proved
to be that of an ancient ruler wheose name is probably to
be read Lugal-daudu (Plate XXIV, Fig. 1) and the in-
seription on the right arm of the statue also revealed the
name of the temple as E-sar, and that of the city as Adab.
Most of the heads found show the ordinary Sumerian
type, with shaven head, but there was one with distinetly
Semitic features with a full beard, proving that at an
early period the population consisted of the two ele-
ments which we encounter everywhere in the remains
of the ancient cities of the Euphrates region. Sinking
a shaft some fifty feet through the mound down to the
pure sand of the desert level, Banks was able to de-
termine that below the temple, erected on a platform of
plano-eonvex bricks there was an older structure, In-
seribed bricks and vases found at the higher level
furnished the names of Dungi and Ur-Engur, of the
Ur dynasty (e¢. 2450 B.0.), and of Sargon and Naram-
Sin, of Akkad, belonging to ¢. 2650 B.c. For the older
temple we may thus go back to at least 3000 p.c. and
perhaps to a still earlier date. Ona fragment of a blue-
stone vase found in the femple, a drawing oceurs of a
stage-tower which is of inestimable value in illustrating
the ancient shape of these adjuncts to the temple
proper. The drawing shows four stories or stages of
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receding size, one placed on the other, and we may eon-
clude that four stories represented the number in the
case of the zikkurat in ancient Adab.

Numerous inseribed vases, placed as votive offerings
in the temple, confirmed E-sar as the name of the sacred
edifice and that it was sacred to the goddess Nin-
kharsag, * the lady of the mountain,”” Statuettes of the
goddess seated on a throne were discovered, and also a
statue of white stone, which enables us to see at closer
range the features given by the Babylonians to the
divine patron of the place, who seems to he identieal
with Ninlil, the consort of Enlil, of Nippur, and whose
cult may have been transferred from the latter place.
Banks was also fortunate enough fo come across hun-
dreds of fragments of vases of almost every conceivable
shape and of such various materials as onyx, porphyry,
gandstone, limestone and alabaster. Many of them con-
tained inseriptions and ecurious designs, such as
dragons, religious processions, deities in a boat, and
go forth. Numerous objects of ivory and mother-of-
pearl—fishes, cafs, rosettes—partly to be regarded as
votive offerings and partly merely ornaments alternated
with inseribed copper tablets, eopper spikes terminat-
ing in little lions, engraved marble slabs and fragments
of splendidly monlded alabaster cows.

In a portion of the mounds not far from the temple,
several thousand elay tablets with inseriptions of the
oldest period were unearthed which presumably formed
part of the temple archives, Lastly, the excavations
also threw further light on the ancient mode of burial
in Babylonia. Vaulted brick tombs having the appear-
ance of small houses, on an average six feet long and
three feet high, were built to receive the dead, who
were placed on the floor, while along the back wall a
geries of clay pots of various sizes were arranged.
Beads and copper rings and seal cylinders were also
found in the graves, showing that the dead were buried
with their ornaments, while some of the pots may have
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receding size, one placed on the other, and we may con-
elude that four stories represented the number in the
case of the sikkurat in ancient Adab.

Numerous inseribed vases, placed as votive offerings
in the temple, confirmed E-sar as the name of the sacred
edifice and that it was sacred to the goddess Nin-
kharsag, ** the lady of the mountain.” Statuettes of the
goddess seated on a throne were discovered, and also a
statue of white stone, which enables us to see at closer
range the features given by the Babylonians to the
divine patron of the place, who seems to be identical
with Ninlil, the eonsort of Enlil, of Nippur, and whose
cult may have been transferred from the latter place.
Banks was also fortunate enough to come across hun-
dreds of fragments of vases of almost every conceivable
ghape and of such various materials as onyx, porphyry,
sandstone, limestone and alabaster. Many of them con-
tained inseriptions and curious designs, such as
dragons, religious processions, deities in a boat, and
so forth., Numerous objects of ivory and mother-of-
pearl—fishes, eats, rosettes—partly to be regarded as
votive offerings and partly merely ornaments alternated
with inseribed copper tablets, copper spikes terminat-
ing in little lions, engraved marble slabs and fragments
of splendidly moulded alabaster cows,

In a portion of the mounds not far from the temple,
several thousand elay tablets with inscriptions of the
oldest period were unearthed which presumably formed
part of the temple archives. Lastly, the excavations
also threw further light on the aneient mode of burial
in Babylonia. Vaulted brick tombs having the appear-
ance of small houses, on an average six feet long and
three feet high, were built fo receive the dead, who
were placed on the floor, while along the back wall a
geries of clay pots of various sizes were arranged.
Beads and copper rings and seal cylinders were also
found in the graves, showing that the dead were buried
with their ornaments, while some of the pots may have
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contained food. Banks remarks that these little houses
of the dead dating, as tablets found in the mound
proved, from the Hammurapi period, i.e., e. 2000 B.C.,
were not unlike the mounds built over graves in modern
Mesopotamia, A large number of these vaulted tombs
were found in close proximity to one another, indicat-
ing that a portion of the ancient city had been set aside
as a cemetery,

In his aceount®™ he gives some specimens of the
historieal material unearthed by him. Even these few
specimens furnish names of rulers hitherto unknown,
and we may therefore look forward to a considerable
enrichment of our knowledge of the earliest history
of the Euphrates Valley with the more complete pub-
lication of the rich finds made by him.

X

The last eomer on the field of execavations is the
German Orient Society, which, organized in 1900, has
the distinetion of having econducted its work more thor-
onghly and more systematieally than any of its pre-
decessors, not even exeepting de Sarzee’s labors at
Telloh. The organization of the Society was due largely
to the distinguished Prof. Friedrich Delitzsch, who has
done more than any other single individnal in training
a large body of Assyriologists and in arousing popular
interest in the ecivilizations that once flourished in the
Euphrates Valley. Among those whose interest he se-
cured was the German Emperor, who has been a gen-
erous supporter of exeavations in Babylonia and
Assyria. The German Orient SBociety ** has not limited

** Bismya or the Lost City of Adab (New York, 1912),

* Accounts of the work are published in the Mittedungen der
Deutschen Orientgescllschafi, published at intervals of every two or
three months, while texts and more detalled reports and investiga-
tions are given in an important series known as the Wisenschafi-
liche Verifentlichungen der Deutschen Orientgesollschaft, of which,
up to the present, eighteen substantial volumes have been issued.
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its activity to the region of the Euphrates. It has
carried on work regularly in Egypt, notably at Abusir
and at El-Amarna, and has also carried on some impor-
tant explorations in Galilee. Until recently the work
in Mesopotamia was concentrated on two sites—Kaleh-
Shergat in the north, representing Ashur, the earliest
capital of Assyria, and the mounds in the south that
cover the remains of ancient Babylon. Some work has,
however, also heen done at Fara and Abfi Hatab, the
sites of Shuruppak and Kisurra respectively, and late
in 1912 work was begun on one of the most important
ruins of the south, Warka, the name of which still
preserves the recollection of the city of Erech or Uruk,
the seat of the cult of the goddess Nand which once
flourished there.

The result of fourteen yvears of steady and uninter-
rupted excavations has been to reveal in the case of
Ashur the history of the eity from the earliest period,
¢, 2000 B.C., to which it ean now be traced back, down to
the time when it ceased to be the capital of the northern
empire and even beyond this period, while in the case
of Babylon the excavations have shown that King
Sennacherib, of Assyria, did not exaggerate when, in
his inscriptions, he told us that weary of the frequent
uprisings in the south against Assyrian control, he
decided to set an example by completely destroying
the ecity of Babylon—razing its large struetures to the
ground and placing the city under water in order to
make the work of destruction complete. This happened
in the year 689 s.c. While some remains of the older
Babylon, chiefly through the discovery of clay tablets
belonging to earlier periods, have come to light, the
city unearthed by the German Ovient Society is the
new city, the ereation chiefly of Nebopolassar (625-604
8.0.), the founder of the neo-Babylonian dynasty, and
of his famous son, the great Nebuchadnezzar IT (604—
561 B.c.).

At Ashur the walls, quays and fortifieations of the
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ancient city have been most carefully and methodically
excavated and traced on all sides. Already in the
earliest days (e 2000 B.c.) the rulers of the city made
it their concern to strongly fortify their stronghold,
and as time went on these fortifications grew in mas-
giveness and in strength umtil, in the days of Shal-
maneser TII (858-824 B.¢.), they reached their highest
point of perfection through a series of double walls—
an inner and an outer one—both solidly built with tur-
reted tops and eight huge gates forming the entrances
to the eity.™

Within the city, the remains of various palaces dat-
ing from earlier and later periods and of the chief
temples of the place as well as considerable portions of
the residential seetion of the eity and many graves of
the earliest period were thoroughly explored. The
method employed by the German explorers, with Walter
Andrae and Robert Koldewey as the leaders in the
northern and southern fields of activity respectively,
was to dig trenches at a distance of a few hundred feet
apart, and in carrying them down to the lowest stratum,
carefully to follow any leads furnished in doing so.
Under such conditions it was hardly possible for any
noteworthy contents of the mounds to escape detection.
The moment an important structure was struck, work
was carried on at that portion of the mound until all
that remained of it had been thoroughly explored, after
which the combined architectural, archmological and
engineering ekill of the exploring party would be
brought to bear on the study of the remains and in the
efforts at reconstruction.

The huge stage-tower attached to the oldest temple
in Ashur, known as E-kharsag-gal-kurra, * great moun-
tain house of all lands,” and sacred to the chief deity,

% Sep W. Andrae’s magnificent work, Die Festungswerke von

Assur (Leipzig, 1913), 2 vola, with saveral hundred illustrations
and pistes.
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Ashur, whose name is derived from that of the place,™
was nncovered and the foundations of the temple itself
traced back to a ruler, Ushpia, who still combined in
his person priestly and eivie functions. This temple
stood near the royal palace, while at some distance away
was another sanctuary hardly less famous, and which
is constantly referred to in the annals of the Assyrian
rulers. It bore a double name—*‘the temple of Anu
and Adad’’ and proved to be a double construction with
& ecommon exterior eourt.™

With the help of a large number of inseribed bricks
and elay cylinders found within the temple enclosure,
we can trace the work done on the structures by the
many rulers anxious to show their devotion to Anu and
Adad through additions to the temple or through re-
pairs. An interesting feature of the cult at Ashur in
later days as revealed through the excavations,™ has
been the finding of a *festival house’” referred to in the
inseriptions of Sennacherib to accommodate the mul-
titude that made a pilgrimage annually to the sacred
city to celebrafe the New Year's festival—occurring in
the spring—under the shadow of the temples.

Besides unearthing various temples and palaces, the
German expedition has also uncovered a portion of the
residential quarter of the city and has given us, for the
first time, a closer view of the manner in which the
people lived. Entire rows of private houses have been
dug out ; they were on the whole of a very simple brick
construetion, consisting of one story, and a series of
rooms grouped around a central court, which was open
to the sky. Ordinarily the houses were quite small, but
larger ones have also been found consisting of a large

¥ He is the god of the city of Ashur and then becomes simply
Ashur. See the writer's artiele, **The God Ashur,”” in the Jowrnal
of the Am. Or. Soc., 1903, pp. 283-311.

" Sy the detailed secount in Andras's Der Anu-Adad Tempel
(Leipzig, 1909), and gee Plate XXXIX, Fig. 1.

2 Qae Mittedlungen der Deutschen Orienltgesellschaft, Nr. 33,
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outer court, leading into a long room, at the end of
which there was a passageway, giving access to an
inner court around which a large series of rooms, vary-
ing in size, were grouped, while the back part of the
house again consisted of a long room like the corre-
sponding one at the end of the outer court.

A notable discovery made in the space between the
outer and inmer walls of the eity and with which we
must close our account was that of a large series of
steles of various material—alabaster, basait, limestone,
sandstone and composite material—containing com-
memorative inseriptions of rulers and their consorts
and of high officials’® No less than 140 of such steles
were found, many in a fragmentary condition, but
enough in a sufficiently preserved state to enable us to
say that these monuments varied in height from about
six to seven feet. They were generally rounded at the
top and some contained, in addition to the eommemora-
tive inseription, a seulptured image of the individual in
whose honor the monument was erected. The names
of no less than twenty-five rulers of Assyria are re-
vealed through these steles. Besides these twenty-five
rulers, we have steles of three “*ladies of the palace,”
ineluding the famous Semiramis, who turns out to be
the “*palace lady™ of Shamshi-Adad IV (or V), who
ruled from 823 to 811, and further designated in the
accompanying inseription as the mother of King Adad-
mirari I'V (810-782) and the daughter-in-law of Shal-
maneser ITI (858-824 B.c.). Of officials represented
by monuments, the names of forty-four are preserved
in whole or in part. The monuments of the kings and
their consorts were found near the inner wall, those of
the officials near the onter wall. The steles range from
e. 1400 B.c. to the days of Ashurbanapal (668-626 n.c.),
that is to say within twenty vears of the fall of the
Assyrian Empire, It is evident that these monuments

" See the publication of the German Orient Society, by Andrae,
Die Stelenreihen in dssur (Leipzig, 1013).
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were erected by the rulers themselves and set up in a
place of honor, and it is a reasonable conjecture that
those of the officials were erected by their royal masters
in recognition of their services to the state or to the
roval house. There has thus been revealed the custom
in ancient Assyria of erecting monuments in publie
places.

In Babylon, where the work was conducted chiefly
under the superintendence of Dr. Robert Koldewey ™
for an equally long period as at Ashur, the chief eiforts
of the German explorers were directed to the mound
Kasr, the name of which, viz.: ‘‘fortress,” preserved
the tradition of the royal palace built by Nebopolassar
and considerably enlarged by Nebuchadnezzar, that
once stood there, and to the mount Amran, the southern
of the three mounds which covered the ancient city and
which proved to be the site of the famous temple,
E-sagila, ‘‘the lofty house,’” sacred to the ehief god of
Babylon and the head of the Babylonian pantheon after
the days of Hammurapi, the supreme Marduk. The
entire foundations of the palace were uncovered, the
hundreds of rooms that it comprised, traced, and a most
careful study made of every detail that was brought to
light. Of great importance were the discoveries made
in the space between the palace and the chief temple.
A saered procession street was laid bare, a via sacra
built high above the low houses of the eity and along
which the images of the numerous gods and goddesses,
who formed a court around Marduk, were carried in
procession on festive occasions, and more particularly
on the New Year’s day, which was the most solemn
otecasion of the year. The walls along this street were
lined with glazed tiles representing a series of lions,
gurmounted by rows of rosettes and other ornamental

" o0 the summary of the results by Koldewey, Das Wieder-
Erstohende Babylon (Leipzig, 1913). English translation by Agnes
g, Johns, under the title, The Excavations ot Babylon (London,
1914).
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designs. The street was paved with large blocks of a
composite material and contained at frequent intervals
a dedicatory inscription indieating the name of the
street as “ Aibur-shabu,” “may the enemy not wax
strong,” and the name of the builder as the great
Nebuchadnezzar™ A magnificent gateway, known as
the Ishtar gate and consisting of an outer and inner
gate, formed the approach to the street, The six square
towers of the gateway contained on all sides a series of
glazed ftiles with alternate representations of horned
dragons and unicorns, so arranged that a gronp of
dragons running as a pattern around the four sides of
the tower was succeeded by a group of unicorns
similarly arranged. It was found that there were
cighteen such alternate groups, one above another, The
effect of these brilliantly illuminated high facings of
the towers must have been superb (see Plate XXXVIT).

Surrounding the chief temple to Marduk that was
uncovered beneath the mound Amran, stood numerous
smaller temples and shrines in honor of the many gods
and goddesses who were worshipped at Babylon and
whose relationship to Marduk was that of members of
the royal family, ministers and courtiers to the king,
as the supreme chief. Nebuchadnezzar, in his inserip-
tions, enumerates some forty such structures within
the sacred precinct which, from the name of Marduk’s
temple, was known as E-sagila. Unfortunately the con-
dition in which these temples were found was most
lamentable, so that little of their decoration and of their
varied contents could be determined. Lastly, as at
Ashur, a great part of the efforts of the expedition was
directed to tracing the walls—the outer and inner walls
—and the extensive fortifications of the city as hegun
by the founder of the Neo-Babylonian dynasty and con-

' Bee Koldewey, Die Pflasterstcine von Atburschabu (Leipzig,
1901).
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tinued by his great son™ Quite a number of inserip-
tions have been found in connection with the temples,
and also several hundred business documents, chiefly
of the Persian period, but there is every reason to be-
lieve that the soil still holds quantities of literary treas-
ures from the archives of the great Marduk temple,
which even in the meo-Babylonian period must have
heen extensive.

Esxtending their activities to Borsippa—elose to
Babylon, but on the other side of the Euphrates—the
German expedition has been successful in coming
across the chief temple, E-zida, “*the legitimate house,™
gacred to Nabn, the son of Marduk, and in tracing the
outlines and interior arrangement of that edifice which
played a part only second in importance to that of
E-sagila, in Babylon.

Here we may rest our survey of the work done at
the mounds. The seventy years intervening between the
first larger efforts inaugurated by Botta and the present
date have been marked, as we have seen, by a truly
astonishing activity on the part of English, French,
American and German explorers, as a result of which
many of the most important sites of Babylonia and

have been laid bare, and a large number of
others, though only partially excavated, have heen
identified, Palaces and temples, towers and archives,
private houses and graves, walls and fortifieations have
been dug up from beneath the mounds so that we are
in a position to reconstruct the appearance that the
ancient cities of the south and north must have pre-
sented. An enormous amount of archmological ma-
terial in the form of seulptured reliefs, statues, pottery
of all kinds, jewelry, instruments, thousands of seal
eylinders with designs representing adoration scenes,
saerifieial seenes, illustrations from myths, ete., works
of art of all kinds have been secured through which we

™ See Koldewey, Die Tempel von Babylon und Borsippa (Leip-
zig, 1011),
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are enabled to fill out the picture of the civilization of
the Euphrates and Tigris with innumerable details, We
can follow their methods of warfare, their daily life,
the construction of their public and private buildings,
their ideals of art and their religions beliefs, Still
more extensive and even more valuable as furnighing
the key to an understanding and full appreciation of
those ancient civilizations is the yield through the ex-
cayations of inseribed material—inscriptions on bas-
reliefs, statues, votive offerings and other monuments
—and of the tens of thousands of clay tablets of all
periods from the earliest to the latest, forming the busi-
ness and legal records of the temple administration,
and of private transactions of all kinds, and lastly the
literary collection of some thirty thousand tablets or
fragments of tablets, found in the royal palace at
Nineveh, supplemented by thousands of tablets, like-
wise with literary contents, discovered among the re-
mains of archives of the temples of the south. These
invaluable treasures scattered throughout the publie
and private museums of Europe and Ameriea have for
the greafer part been made accessible through publiea-
tions, and as new material is found it is published as

dily as possible. Through the interpretation of
g)ie:iﬂseri}md material—the oldest portion written in
characters approaching the picture stage of writing,
but soon yielding to a eursive style in which the original
pictures assume the form of wedges—the work of re-
covering the lost story of Babylonia and Assyria has
been supplemented and completed.



CHAPTER II

THE DECIPHERMENT OF CUNEIFORM SCRIPTS

I

THE question may now be asked, how was it made
possible to read the wedge-shaped characters found on
the monuments, votive offerings and the tablets? When
Pictro della Valle® brought specimens of the writing
to BEurope, it was the first time that such characters
which did not resemble any known alphabet were seen
by European scholars, They seemed so strange that it
is scarcely surprising that some seholars® questioned
whether they stood for real writing or were not merely
ornamental decorations. The excavations in the mounds
of Babylonia and Assyria proved conclusively that
cuneiform or wedge-shaped writing was the general and
only seript used in the region. The strange seript, how-
ever, was not limited to Babylonia and Assyria. In
fact, the first specimens to reach Europe, copied, as we
have seen,® by Pietro della Valle, came from a place that
lay outside of the Euphrates Valley, and it was on
cuneiform inscriptions of this type that the first
attempts at decipherment were made. Della Valle, as
well as other travellers, had passed in their travels the
chief gites of the old Persian Empire and were particu-
larly impressed by the tombs and the remains of great
structures still standing at Persepolis, the name of
which (**Persian city’') preserved the tradition that it
was one of the political centres in the days of the great
Persian kings. Here at least there was a definite start-
ing-point. If cuneiform inseriptions were found on

 Above, p. 12, seq.

* Among them the famous Thomss Hyde, Historia Religionis
veterum Persarum, elc, (Oxford, 1700), p. 527, 8. 5. Witte,
Professor it Rostock University as late as 1703,

* Above, p. 12. See Plate X1X, Fig. 1.
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monuments erected by Persian rulers, the conclusion
was obvious that the characters represented the ancient
Persian language which was the official speech of the
empire, At Persepolis it was not necessary to dig below
the surface to come across remains of Persian days,
The ruins of a great palace were still standing.* A large
number of high and beautiful eolumns were still in
place, and by their help one could trace the general
divisions of the strueture of which they formed a part.
Besides the eolumns and portions of walls, seulptured
monuments of various kinds were scattered about, be-
sides magnificently decorated tombs eut in the rocks
that surrounded the eity. These well preserved monu-
ments were covered with the wedge-shaped characters.
An English traveller, Herbert,” was among the first,
towards the close of the seventeenth century, to give an
account of the strange writing which he (like della
Valle) correctly conjectured was to be read from left
to right, and be also concluded that the writing repre-
sented the language spoken by the Persians. He de-
spaired, however, of the hope of the writing ever being
deciphered unless (as he says) by another Daniel who
was able to read the mystic writing on the wall of
Belshazzar's palace.

In 1711 the first complete inseription from Persepolis
was reproduced by a French traveller, the Chevalier
Chardin,' from which it should have been evident that
although the characters always had the form of wedges,
still the comhinations waried considerably and that
there were in reality three quite distinet styles of cunei-
form writing on the rocks and monuments of Perse-
polis. Although a number of intrepid travellers and

“ Bee the illustrations in Stolze, Porsepolis (Berlin, 1882),

*In hiz Some Years' Trovels into Divers Parts of Africa and
Asia the Great (London, 1677), p. 141, s44. '

* Voyages de Monsieur le Chevilier Chardin, en Perso st autres
Lieuz de 'Orient (Amsterdam, 1711},'8 vuls,
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careful observers like Engelbert Kaempfer® and
Cornelis de Bruin* examined the inscriptions, it was
not, however, until the second half of the eighteenth
century that Carsten Niebuhr, whom we have already
come across® and who eopied more of the inseriptions
than any of his predecessors, recognized the fact of
three distinet varieties of the cuneiform characters at
Persepolis, varying in the complesity of the eomhina-
tions of the wedges. Though distinguishing these three
varieties as Classes I, IT and ITT, Niebulir did not draw
the further eonclusion that the varieties represented
three distinet languages, but supposed all three to be
the same language, written in a threefold form. He
even correctly analyzed the characters in Class T as
consisting of forty-two signs and concluded that this
form represented an alphabetic method of writing."
On the basis of Niebuhr's work, two scholars who were
trained philologists proceeded to make the first at-
tempts at decipherment. Tyehsen'' drew the correet
conclusion that the three varieties represented three
distinet langnages. He furnished a tentative transla-
tion of one of the smaller inseriptions of Class I which,

* He embodied the results of his travels in a Latin work pub-
lished in 1712, with a long title, Amanitatum exoticarum politico-
physico-medicarum fasciculi quinti, (Lemgo). Eempfer was the
first to apply the term ecuneiform ('‘wedge-shaped') to the
characters.

* Voyages de Corneille ls Brun par la Moscovie, ¢n Perse et aus
Indes Orientoles (Amsterdam, 1718), 2 vols  [French translation
from the Duteh edition of 1714.]

* See above, p. 13,

0 In Vol. IT of Camten Niebuhr's Beisoboschreibung nach Ara-
bien und andern wmbegenden Lindern, completed after his death
by his son (1774-1837, Copenhngen, 3 vols.), will be found his
account of his investigntions of the monuments of Persepolis.

1 Olay Gerhard Tychsen, De cuncalis insoriplionibus Perse-
politanis lueubratio (Restock, 1798).

&
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however, was pure guesswork, and turned out to be
entirely erroneous, except for the fact that he correctly
assumed a certain character to represent the vowel a.
Tyehsen proceeded on the erroneous assumption that
the buildings and inseriptions at Persepolis dated from
the late Persian dynasty,known as the Parthian, in the
third century of our era. But for this error, he might
have made further progress in the decipherment. The
correet identification of the remains at Persepolis with
the Achmmenian kings of Persia in the gixth and fifth
centuries before our era was made by a contemporary
of Tychsen, Prof. Friedrich Miinter of Copenhagen,
who instituted a comparison between the monuments at
Persepolis and those at Naksh-i-Rustam, which the re-
searches of a famous orientalist, Sylvestre de Sacy, had
shown to be the tombs of kings of the Arsacidian
dynasty. The result was to establish the identity of the
art at Persepolis and Naksh-i-Rustam, further rein-
forced by the oceurrence of the same fabulous animals
or symbols on the monuments of both places. The art
was distinetly Persian, as were the costumes and orna-
ments on the figures at Persepolis, Miinter made some
further progress also in unraveling the mystery of the
inseriptions. He recognized that a diagonal wedge
oecurring constantly in the inseriptions of Class I was
a word separator, a clue that proved to be of the greatest
possible value, since it enabled scholars to definitely
fix the beginning and end of each word. Another sug-
gestion thrown out by Miinter, that a series of seven
characters occurring in all inseriptions stood for the
word king, was finally rejected by him, though the con-
jecture proved to be eorrect,

Fortunately, not long before the time that Tychsen
and Miinter were groping their way in the dark, a
French scholar, Anquetil-Duperron, was busy in the
East collecting manuseripts of the Avesta, the sacred
writings of Zoroastrianism, and through native Parsi
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priests was learning how to read the characters and to
interpret the contents of the sacred books.™
Through the publication of his material, scholars
had before them specimens of the langnage employed
in the days of the Persian rulers. The characters used
in the Avestan manuseripts were, however, totally dif-
ferent from those found on the Persepolitan inserip-
tions; they represented a cursive alphabet that probably
bad its origin in India and was adapted to the old
Persian language. To be sure it subsequently turned
out that the Avestan books represented a compilation
covering a long period of gradual growth and that even
the oldest portion could not be earlier than the fourth
century, while the introduetion of the Avestan alphabet
conld not have taken place before the third century.
We were, therefore, still some distance from the time
of the earliest Achemenian rulers, but close enough to
warrant the assumption that the language of the Avesta
was practically identical with that spoken by Cyrus and
his suecessors. The task of scholars, therefore, lay in
attempts to rvecognize in the wedge-shaped characters
the consonants and vowels corresponding to the signs
for these in the Avestan alphabet. There was, of
eourse, no possible connection between the forms of
the Avestan and the cuneiform alphabet, but the same
sounds must be represented in both, and the words
zlpeﬂed out in the Persepolitan inscriptions must be
ose enough to such as were furnished by the Avestan
writings to show that they were genuine Persian words.
The problem, therefore, resolved itself into a species of
rebus, somewhat as though one were to write English
with Sanskrit characters and then to determine by pa-
tient endeavor the value of the Sanskrit characters so
as to furnish good English words, and above all, a
sequence of thought. Simple as this may sound, it

12 See the account of the beginnings of the history of Avestan
studies in Darmesteter’s Introduction to his monumental work,
Le Zend-Avesta (Paris, 1892-1893), 3 vols.
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involved great difficulties because of the imperfect
knowledge, at the end of the eighteenth century, of the
Avestan language, the study of which was still in its
infancy, and because of the puzzling cireumstance that
(lass 1 of the Persepolitan inseriptions showed forty-
two characters—too many if each combination of
wedges represented a single sound, foo few if the
method of writing was syllabie,* and not alphabetical.

Now in many of the inseriptions from Persepolis
it was observed that certain words occurred frequently
in all of them. It could furthermore be concluded on
the assumption that Class I represented the Persian of
the days of the Achemenian kings that the names of the
rulers should be found on them, and with the names
also the titles. The next step seemed simple enongh—
to try to fit the sounds eomposing the names of the
Persian kings which were known to us from the Old
Testament, from Herodotus and from other sources to
the series of characters in the Persepolitan inseriptions
that might represent proper names. Had Miinter not
rejected his conjecture that a certain series of char-
acters stood for the word “*king,”” ™ he might have been
the one to take the next step and to become the de-
eipherer of the inscriptions. Miinter was led to seek for
the word for king in the Persepolitan inseriptions by
the analogy which they presented to those on the royal
tombs at Naksh-i-Rustam. Greek inseriptions at this
place by the side of those in the Pehlevi seript furnished
de Sacy, whom we have already mentioned,'® with the
elue both to the historieal character of the monuments
and to the decipherment of the Pehlevi seript, which

1 By gyllabic s meant the use of a sign to indicate an entire
syllable; thus rashun-al would be syllabie writing, whereas
r-g-t-i-o-n-a-1 is alphabetie, while if some pieture or a sign derived
from a picture were used to convey the idea of rational, the writing
would be ideographie, The sign for dollar is ideographic writing.

¥ SBap above, p. 66,

1 Mdmoires sur diverses Antiguités de la Perse (Puris, 1793).
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turned out to be a variety introduced into Persia during
the rule of the Sassanian kings (227-641 ap.). The
Greek inseriptions based on Pehlevi models, of which
they were in fact translations, revealed a stereotyped
order of phrases and titles on these monuments. The

i was made with the name of a ruler followed
by his titles, and these in turn by the name of his father
with his titles. This gave a form as follows:

N, great king, king of kings, king of Tran and
Aniran, son of N, great king, king of kings,
king of Iran and Aniran.

With the help of several bilinguals—Greek and Pehlevi
—de Saey, through fitting the proper names on to the
characters, the position of which could be determined
by the place oceupied by proper names in the Greek
translation, succeeded in determining the characters
of the Pehlevi alphabet, while as soon as he was able
to read words, the practical identity with the older
Persian, now revealed through the researches of
Anquetil-Duperron, furnished an unfailing aid in
recognizing the meaning of the words written in the
Pehleyi seript. Here then a rebus was correctly solved
—the characters fitted on to the sounds which, sinee the
words thus put together were Persian and gave a con-
nected sense, were shown to be the correct ones.
Miinter availed himself of de SBacy's results as a
support for his thesis that the Persepolitan inserip-
tions were those of the early Persian kings, but he
stopped short at this point. Had he clung to his guess
regarding the combination of signs representing the
word for king, it would no doubt have occurred to him
to apply the stereotyped form of the Pehlevi inserip-
tions also to the Persepolitan monuments. This step
was taken by the man who was destined to achieve im-
mortal fame as the decipherer of the Persian cuneiform
inseriptions—Georg Friedrich Grotefend (born 1775),
a teacher of Greek in the gymnasium at Gottingen, who,
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on the fourth of September, 1802, read a paper before
the Gottingen Aeademy in which he claimed to have
found the key to the reading of the imseriptioms of
(Class I. The paper,’® congisting of three parts, began
with a general consideration of the three varieties of
seript on the monuments of Persepolis. Grotefend
showed the definite basis for assuming that the three
varieties represented three different languages, that the
variety which oecupied the first place when the three
seripts were written one under the other, or which was
above the head of a figure—the most prominent place,
—while the two others were grouped to either side,
represented the old Persian language spoken in the
days of the Achemenian kings (539-331 B.c.). If,
therefore, the first class could be deciphered, it would
be possible to use the inseriptions of this elass as a basis
for deciphering the other two elasses which must repre-
sent translations of the old Persian into two langnages
that were spoken by the subjects of the Persian Empire.
A parallel to such a procedure exists to-day in the de-
erees of Austro-Hungary which are issued in German
and Hungarian.™ Class I would serve as the key to
Clagses II and ITI, just as de Sacy used the Greek
inscriptions at Naksh-i-Rustam to decipher the aceom-
panying Pehlevi inseriptions—the Greek being a trans-
lation of the Pehlevi; and as in the decipherment of the
Egyptian inscriptions, the Greek translation of the
hieroglyphie inseription on the stone found at Rosetta
served as a key to Francois Champollion'® Grotefend
ulso confirmed the results reached by his predecessors
that the order of the writing in all three varieties was

* The title was Pravia de cuncafis quas vocant snscriptionibus
Perzepolitaniz legendis ¢t explicandis relatio,

¥ Some of the deerees of the Turkish Empire are similarly issued
in two lnnguages. Turkish and Arabie.

W See Steindorff in Hilprecht’s Explorations in Bible Lands,
p. 620 seq. The Rosotts stone also contained s version in the Inte
demotie seript of Egypt,
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from left to right and that the lines followed horizon-
tally and not vertieally,” or in boustrophedon fashion*
as some scholars had maintained. In one deduction
Grotefend erred, though fortunately it did not affect
his key which he applied merely to Class I. He main-
tained that all three varieties of euneiform writing
represented an alphabetical seript, not therefore ideo-
graphie like the Chinese, nor syllabic like the Japanese,
He was right so far as Class 1 was concerned, but wrong
as to the other two classes which turned out to be partly
ideographie and partly syllabie.

Coming in the second part of his paper to the in-
seriptions of Class I, he picked out of the forty-two
characters comprising the seript, eight which oecurred
with great frequency (and two or more of which ap-
peared in every word) and concluded that they were
vowels. Availing himself at this point of the stereo-
typed form of the Pehlevi inscriptions of Naksh-i-Rus-
tam and eoncluding that the Sassanian rlers followed
in this respeet the model of the old Persian kings whose
realm they had taken over, he proceeded to pick out the
proper names in the Persepolitan inseriptions of which
one ought therefore to be found at the beginning and
another somewhat further on—the name with which
the inscription began being that of the one who is com-
memorated by the monument, and the other the name
of the father.

In the third part of his paper he took up two of
the short inscriptions that had been copied and pub-
lished by Niebuhr and which, in his publication, were
numbered B and G, the former consisting of six lines,
the latter of four lines. The analogy with the Pehlevi
inseriptions led him to look for the word king, which
ought to follow the name at the beginuing of the in-
seription, and should appear several times even in a

# Like the Chinese.

# One line from left to right, the next from right to left, and so
alternately, as in the case of Hittite inseriptions.

.
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short inseription. The diagonal wedge which Miinter
had conjectured to be a word separator, made it easy
to pick out a series of characters constituting a word,
and it was not long before Grotefend hit upon seven
characters oceurring just where one would expeet the
word for king. These signs were

LARCGE T IR T

From the dictionary which Anquetil-Duperron had
compiled for his Avestan texts, the word for king was
given as Khsheid.®* Now some of the seven characters
composing the word for king occurred in the series of
characters that constituted the first word in each of the
two inscriptions, and which, on the analogy of the
Pehlevi, onght to be a proper name. Grotefend’s next
task, therefore, was to study the characters composing
these two names carefully. They must, of course,
coneeal the names of old Persian rulers, known to us,
as has been indicated,*® from various sources. Grote-
fend observed that in the inseriptions of Persepolis at
his disposal, there were only two varying series of char-
acters constituting the beginning of the inseriptions,
which meant that all the inseriptions proceeded from
two rulers or, at all events, from rulers whose names
alternated between X and Y. Taking up now the two
inseriptions—B and G—selected by him, he found the
proper name in B to consist of seven characters as
follows:

sk EFS
and in G also of seven characters
WK=& W

" Be it noted once for all that kh and sh in the trapsliteration
of oriental languages represent a single sound and in a scientific
transliteration are given as h and . For the sake of convenience 1
retain kh and sh.

= Above, p. 68,
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He further noted in G the oecurrence of the same name
with which B begins, forming, to wit, the second series
of characters in the third line,® The analogy with the
Pehlevi inscriptions made it certain that the king rep-
resented by this series of characters was the father of
the one whose name appeared at the beginning of G-
Tn other words, if we designate the proper name with
which inseription B begins as X, and the one with which
G begins as Y, we would have the relationship

Y is the son of X.

Both X in inseription B, as well as Y and X in inserip-
tion @, were followed by the same series of characters
that had been conjectured to represent the word for
king. G{;otefend could therefore go a step further and
read in

Vs King ot son of X king.

The three characters following the group X king in the
fourth line of G (after the word separator) Grotefend,
after the analogy of the Pehlevi inseriptions, assumed
to be the word for son. Searching for these signs in
inseription B, he found them in line five immediately
after the word separator, which elosed the word run-
ning over from line four.* Hence he concluded that
the name of X’s father should be found before these
signs for son. It was at this juncture that his keen
ingenuity showed itself. In G the name of X, the father
of Y, was followed by the characters for king. He
could not find these characters in line four of inserip-
tion B and therefore concluded that the ten characters

3 There was, to be sure, one eharacter—the sixth—not fonnd in
the series at the beginning of B, but Grotefend at onee concinded
that this variation was dne to the fact that the name in G stood in
the genitive, whereas in B in the nominative.

* The Persian seribes, depending upon the diagonal wedge as
the word separator, did not hesitate to allow & word to run over
from one line to the other.
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preceding the series ‘‘son’ in B (beginning in line four
and running over into line five) represented the name
of X's father, and that this personage was not a king.
This could only mean that X was the founder of a
dynasty—not, therefore, himself of royal descent. If
we call this group of ten eharacters Z, we would there-
fore have two series:

In inseription B: X king....son of Z
In inscription G: Y king....son of X king,

which gives us the order
Z, X, Y = grandfather, father, son.

Now in the lists of the rulers of Persia * there were
during the first period fwo dymasties, (1) the one
founded by Oyrus who was succeeded by his son
Cambyses (539-522 B.c.), (2) a second founded by
Darius I, sueeeeded by his son Xerxes I and grandson
Artaxerxes I (522424 B.c.). Then came an usurper,
Xerxes I, who ruled for forty-five days, followed by
Darius 1T, whose son, grandson and great-grandson
followed one another, Artaxerxes IT, Artaxerxes 111
and Arses (424-336 B.0.), after which came Darius ITT
(336-331 B.c.), who succumbed in 331 B.c. to Alexander
the Great. Grotefend thus had a choice for Z, X, Y
between

(a) the father of Cyrus, Cyrus himself and Cam-
byses, or (b) Hystaspes (the father of Darius),
Darius himself and Xerxes, or (¢) the father of
Darius II, Darius IT and Artaxerses II. The first
ecase was ruled out by the eircumstance that the
names of Cyrus and Cambyses began with the same
letter, whereas X and Y began with different char-
acters. X and Y would therefore turn out to be either
Darius and Xerxes, or Darius IT and Artaxerxes IT.
The latter alternative, if correct, would involve that

* See the list in Jastrow, dspects of Belief and Practice in
Babylonia and Assyrio, p. 448,
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the name Y as the son of X should be longer than X.
Both X and Y, however, consisted of the same number
of characters, namely seven. Grotefend was thus
thrown back on the second of the three possibilities,
Darius and Xerxes, as the one fitting the required con-
ditions. Taking up his three names once more, he
observed that the first two characters of Y corresponded
to the first two characters in the series that represented
the word ‘'king,"" which being, as we have seen, Khsheid,
showed that these two characters must stand for the
sound kh and sh respectively. King Y therefore bore a
name beginning with kh.sh. The fourth and the seventh
character in this name was the one which, because of its
frequency, Grotefend assumed to represent the vowel
a or e, while the sixth sign was again the sign sh. He
thus could read the name partially as

QT etz T

EE. #H. .., & ,. EB. =

Completing the word for king in the series of seven
characters, he assigned values tentatively as follows:

«ni fle Wi w

EE. an EN m® (W o "

which was certainly close enough to the form Khsheio
to justify Grotefend's confidence in his method. Pro-
ceeding to compare the signs composing the name of
King X with those in the word for king, he could read
three of the seven characters as follows:

Wik BT

& = M W

» Grotefend, as occasion required, assigned the valoe & or 4 to
this sign. It turned out that the value was always a.

** This was subsequently shown to be ya.

= Subsequently shown to be L.
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Now the 0ld Testament form of the name Darius (oe-
curring in the Book of Daniel), which would be nearer
to the original pronunciation of it than the Grmcized
form Dareios, was Daryawesh. It was, therefore, like
fitting on a rebus to assign the value d to the first sign
and r to the third, which gave him

d.a.r.h....sh

All that was needed was to assume the value e and u for
the fifth and sixth characters to obtain the full name

sk EFE

B 4 B = = L.

The assigning of the value r to the third character was
confirmed by the oecurrence of the same character as
the fifth in the name Y, while the value k oceurring as
the fourth character in the series for *‘king’* and in the
name X also fitted in with Y, though it ultimately
proved to be erroneous. He thus could read Y as

W= & m

En.E. L L s B

which eould very well be the original form of a Persian
name distorted by the Greeks to Xerxes?®

Passing to the name of the father of Darius, his
decipherment of Darius and Xerxes gave him the values
of the third, fifth, ninth and tenth characters as

UA GRS RRCE RGN

(s bfie (e W

The eighth because of its frequent oceurrence he as-

¥ [ g. Note that in this name the third sign has an additional
horizontal stroke and that the fifth sign lacks & third horizontsl
stroke—due to glight defeets in Nigbuhr's copies which were easily
recognized as such by scholars.

* In Babylonian inscriptions the name appears as Khishiarshi,
which is quite close to the correct Persinn form Ehshayarsha:
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sumed to be also the vowel ¢?* The Greek form of
Darius' father was Hystaspis, but several other forms
were known from various sources, including Goshtasp
or Grushtasp and Vishtaspo. Grotefend assumed the
original consonant to have been g** and, aceordingly,
he supplied the values for the remaining characters
as g for the first, o for the second, ¢ for the fourth, s for
the sixth, p for the seventh, and thus obtained the
reading

LR s R AR R S A

@ o exm T 4 mwF fa m E

He had thus succeeded in puzzling out three proper
names and the word for king; he could feel tolerably
certain that he had correctly identified the two kings,
Darius and his son, Xerxes, as the authors of the two
inscriptions. It was subsequently shown that he had
erred in a number of the values assigned by him to the
fourteen signs, but the way had been opened for further
Progress.

Taking up the two inseriptions B and G for further
eomparison, he noficed that the third word in both was
the same. The analogy with the stereotyped form of
the Pehlevi inseriptions suggested that this word was
an adjective like “*great,”” deseriptive of the preceding
word king. The fourth and fifth words likewise agreed
in both B and G. The former was again the word for
king, while the latter was king, plus four signs, which
indicated some form of this word. The stereotyped
form of the Pehlevi inseriptions read: X king great,
king of kings. Grotefend assumed the same model for

1 Tt turned out to be h.

* 1t turned out to be v, the form Vishtaspo, found in Zend liter-
ature, being closer to the original than the late form Gushtasp or
(oshtasp. The thres additional signs (8, 9, 10) s, b, e, Grotefend
regarded as an attached ending.
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To have thus determined the ancient designation of
Achamenian by which all the Persian rulers from
Cyrus down were known was a considerable step in
advance.

A striking confirmation of Grotefend’s identifica-
tion of the name of Xerxes was furnished by Saint-
Martin, in 1823, who took up the fourfold inseription
on an alabaster vase, published as far back as 1762, and
which, as now was apparent, confained an inseription
in the three classes of cuneiform seript, besides an
Egyptian inscription enclosed in a eartouche. The
Egyptian name had been read by Champollion as
“Xerxes, great king,” and Saint-Martin showed that
the cuneiform inseription in Class I tallied completely
with the signs read in inseription G by Grotefend as
Xerxes, followed by the words for “king™ and ““great.”
In this way there was established a mutual confirmation
of the key to the reading of both the hieroglyphic and
the old Persian inseriptions, Other Oriental philolo-
gists now took up the task., A Danish scholar, Rask,
in a study on the Zend language,'' showed its affilia-
tion to Sanskrit, though a separate language and quite
as old as Banskrit, and that it was elosely related to the
language of the Persepolitan inscriptions, as Grotefend
had indeed assumed. He was able to correct Grote-
fend's reading of the genitive plural attached to the
word for *‘king,”” and thus at one stroke definitely de-
termined the correet value of two signs (m and n) that
had not oceurred in proper names. His philological
training also enabled him to prove that each sign in
Class I eould have only a single value and not, as Grote-
fend supposed, more than one. The establishment of
this prineiple marked a forward step in determining

“ By A de Caylus in his Recwedl d’Antiguités Eguplicancs, ele.,
vol. v., (Paris, 1762), p. 79, stq., snd Plate XXX,

* Observations sur les olphabels Zend et Peblevi (Jowrnal
Asialigus, 1823, wol. i, pp. 143-150), followed by a more elaborate
work in 1526,
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the signs in this class that stood for vowels. Further
progress in the study of old Persian, or Zend as it was
at that time ealled, was made by the most eminent
Persian seholar of his day, Eugéne Bournouf, of Paris.
As a result** he could correct Grotefend’s reading of
the word for ““great” following that of king and he
determined the values of two more signs, k and #, while
Saint-Martin, whose name has already been mentioned,
correctly assumed that Vishtaspa was an older form
than Goshtasp for Hystaspis, and correctly read the
initial sign of the euneiform form of the name as v
instead of g. A further advance was signalled by the
appearance of a comprehensive work, in 1536, on the
old Persian inseriptions (as the monuments of Class I
were henceforth to be ealled), by a German Orientalist,
Christian Lassen** Examining anew the basis of the
decipherment so far as it had proceeded, he confirmed
the identification of the proper names as made by
Grotefend, but showed that the word for “king" and
for the plural, while correctly guessed by Grotefend,
had been incorrectly read.** In all, seven signs were
corvectly determined by Lassen’s researches, so that
next to Grotefend, of whose identifications eleven were
definitely accepted, he has a larger share to his credit
than any other of the early decipherers.

A rvesult, however, of Bomrnouf’s and Lassen’s ae-
curate studies was to show that, while it was true, as
Rask had maintained, that each sign had only one value,
the reverse of the proposition that a single letter was
represented by one sign was not true. Thus, three
signs having the value d had been found, two for g,

& Commentaire sur le Yagna, (Paris, 1833) and Mémoire sur
deuz Inseriptions Cunéiformes (Paris, 1336).

“ Dig Alfpersischen Keilinschriften von Persepolis (Bonn,
1836).

“ Instead of Kh.sh.e h.i.o.k, it should be read Kh.sh.a.ia.
t.i.in—the fifth sign being t and the sixth i, besides i instead of
h for the fourth and seventh signs.

6
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two for k, three for m and two for n, r and t. If the
cuneiform seript of Class T was an alphabetic form of
writing, what could this mean¥ The solution of the
problem was due to the combined efforts of three
scholars, Edward Hineks, Sir Henry Rawlinson and
Jules Oppert,** who definitely established the fact that
the use of signs having the same consonantal value
differed according to the vowel that followed. So the
one form of d, g, k, m, n occurred only in ease the follow-
ing sign was the vowel a, whereas the other sign for d
and m was used before the vowel i, the third sign for d
and m and the alternate one for g, k, n, r before the
vowel u, while in the case of the two signs for t, one was
nsed before a or i and the other before u.

Before leaving the subject a few words must be said
of Sir Henry 0. Rawlinson, who in many respects was
the most remarkable of the early decipherers, not even
excluding Grotefend. While in the service of the
English army ** in Persia, his attention was directed
to the cuneiform inseriptions scattered throughout the
country.” He copied some of them and began to study
the strange looking characters. He prepared a list of
the signs used and without even knowing of the work
of Grotefend, de Sacy, Saint-Martin, Rask, Bournouf
and Lassen, started in the year 1835 to decipher the
proper names in the shorter inseriptions, Uneon-
sciously he followed exactly the same method as Grote-

“* The papers of Hincks on the subject were published in the
Transaetions of the Royal Irish Academy for 18461547 ; thoss of
Rawlinson in the Journal of the Royal Asiatie Society for 1846—
1851; whilo Oppert's work on Duas Laufsystem des Altpersischen
appéared in Berlin in 1847,

“* Bee A Memoir of Major-Gentral 8ir Henry Creswvicke Rawlin-
gon, (London, 1898) by his brother, George Rawlinson.

** Besides Persepolis, trilingual inseriptions showing the same
three classes of cunciform seript hud been discovered st Elvend,
Hamasdan, Murgab, Mesdjid, Mader-i-Suleiman, Naksh-i-Rustam,
in addition to the large ane on the rock at Behistun, See page 83,
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fend, and by a strange coincidence the first three names
read by him were Darius, Xerxes and Hystaspis. The
key to the decipherment of Class I was thus actually
found twice, though the eredit as the pioneer belongs
to Grotefend. Rawlinson realized that in order to de-
termine the full syllabary, that is to identify all of the
forty-two characters used in Class I, a study of a large
number of proper names was required. He, therefore,
devoted his speeial attention to a long inseription cut
into a rock at Behistun on the high road leading from
Persepolis westwards into the Euphrates Valley.
While the inseriptions found elsewhere were brief, con-
sisting of from 4 to 7 or 8 lines, this one contained some
400 lines in each of the three varieties of the cuneiform
geript, The task of copying this remarkable document,
on a rock that rose several hundred feet above the
road, was in itself a testimony to Rawlinson’s skill and
endurance. The inseription proved to have been placed
there by King Darius, who recorded on it in an im-
pressive manner his suppression of rebellions, his con-
quests of numerous peoples and other achievements of
his reign.®* There were indications that the king had
evected some kind of an ascent to the rock so that
passers-by might mount to see it, but all traces of such
an approach had disappeared. Rawlinson had to con-
struct a seaffold to reach the inscription and at certain
portions of the rock was suspended by a rope so as to
obtain as complete a copy as possible.

Here be had an inseription with several hundred

Iy 1907, Messrs, King and Thompson published the standard
edition of Sculplures and Inscription of Darius the Great on the
Rock of Behistiin,in Persia, with the complete text of all three classes
of the inseription, together with transliteration, translation and com-
mentary. At the head of the inseription, the king has porteayed
himself, surmounted by the symbol of his god, Ahura Mazda, in the
uet of receiving as prisoners 8 series of nine usurpers to the throne,
whom he had succeeded in overthrowing.
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names of places that could be picked out. By dint of
great perseverance he managed to read and identify
with the help of classical writers and medimval geog-
raphers a number of such names, which furnished him
With the values of no less than 18 additional signs. By
the year 1839 he was able to read 200 lines of the
Persian text of the Behistun inseription. Rawlinson
thus worked out for himself the entire syllabary of the
old Persian cuneiform seript through the identification
of the proper names in the Behistun inscription.*® That
his conclusions, independently reached and without his
ever knowing of the work done by others, agreed in
almost all particulars with the results obtained through
the combined efforts of Grotefend, Saint-Martin, Rask,
Bournouf, Lassen, Hincks and Oppert was a guarantee
of their reasonableness and helped to inspive confidence
in the method pursued. After the first steps had been
taken by Rawlinson, and he learned of what the scholars
of Europe were doing, he entered into correspondence
with them, more particularly with Bournouf and

“*To make the method pursued by Rawlinsen clear, Iet me pe-
mind the reader of the illustrations given above, p. 76, of names of
persons which could be identified when a few of the letters com-
prising the name could be read. Similarly in the tase of names of
plsces. When, .9, through having deciphered the names of Darius
and Xerxes the signs for d, r, ¥ and @ had besn pseertained, it wasa
& eomparatively simple matter to complete a name written with
seven characters

adora ...

by supplying m as the first letter and filling up the end of the line
by ya and obtain mudraya which a Byzantine writer gave as the
equivalent of Egypt and which, moreover, came elose to the Arabie
designation of Misr for Egypt, I, now, the same character to
which Rawlinson had assigned the value m oceurred in another
proper name, he could readily decide whether the supposition was
correct. In this way, es in working out a rebus, one conjecture was
either confirmed or refuted by another.
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Lassen. Rawlingon availed himself of the results of
Bournouf’s researches which revealed the character of
the Zend or old Persian language in such a manner as
to be capable of being utilized in the decipherment of
the Persian inseriptions. The comparison with San-
skrit was another aid that secured valuable results, for
after the real relationship of Zend to Sanskrit had been
determined * the Sanskrit could be used to settle the
meaning of words where Zend failed. By such methods
the guesses and conjectures of the earlier decipher-
ments were subjected to reliable tests and were econ-
firmed, rejected or modified as the case might be., The
appearance of Rawlinson’s papers in the Jonrnal of
the Royal Asiatic SBociety,” therefore, placed the de-
cipherment on an absolutely sure foundation. The
“rebus” stage had been definitely passed, and it merely
remained for the successors of Rawlinson to modify
some of his results in minor points, In 1862 Prof.
Friedrieh Spiegel’s work on the old Persian inserip-
tions,** giving the text and translations of all the in-
seriptions of Class I and accompanied by a grammar of
the language and a glossary, set the coping stone to the
structure that had been so laboriously constructed
through the combined efforts of some of the best
scholars of the day.

* Thus, e.g,, it was found that 5 in Sanskrit consistently changed
to k in Zend and old Persian, Sindhus becoming Hindu in Zend,
and Hindus, e, India, in old Persian; dasyu, ** people’’ in San-
skrit, was dahyw in Zend and old Persian, ete. It will easily be seen
how important such a law of consonantal interchange was in inter-
preting endings to words, as well ss words themselves in the Perse-
politan inseriptions.

¥t Above, p. B2, note 45,

% Die Altpersischen Keslinschriften im Grundiezte mit Usher-
setzung, Grammatik und Glossar. A second edition appeared in
1851. Spiegel also embodied in his work a history of the desipher-
ment.
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1T

It was by the roundabout way of the old Persian
inscriptions that the approach to the decipherment of
the cuneiform material, found in sueh abundance
through the excavations conducted during the past
seventy years in the mounds covering Babyloninn and
Assyrian cities, was made. Even before Botta’s finds at
Khorsabad arrived at the Louvre, it was apparent from
the few specimens of cuneiform inseriptions from the
Euphrates Valley brought to London by Rich early in
the nineteenth century,™ that the seript was of the same
style as Class TIT on the trilingual inseriptions from
Perseopolis and neighboring distriets, Tt was some
time, however, hefore the vhvious eonclusion was drawn
that Class IT1 represented the seript and language used
in Babylonia and Assyria. Grotefend began, in 1814,
to publish the results of his study of the writing of
Class IIT on the few inseriptions that had eome from
Babylonia, but it was not until 1818 that he recognized
the identity of the two and explained the variations as
merely incidental—modifications of the same order as
the differences in handwritings. He also recognized
the much larger number of combinations of wedges
forming the signs in Olass IIT and in the iuserip-
tions from Babylonia. Indeed, by the year ‘1819 he
had distinguished no less than 287 signs, For all
that, he assumed that the Babylonian ecuneiform
also represented, like the Persian variety, an al-
phabetic seript, though with this modification,
that the sign varied aceording to the vowel ac-
companying a consonant. In this way he ‘hoped to
account for the larger number of signs in Olass I1T as
against Class I.

As more and more inseriptions were brought out of
the mounds at Khorsabad, at Nimrud. at Kouyunjik and
Kaleh-Shergat and subsequently from the mounds in

# Above, p. 14
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the south, the identity of both the Assyrian and Baby-
loninn varieties of euneiform charaeters with Class I1T
of the Persepolitan inseriptions was confirmed, and at
the same time the nature of the variations—entirely
secondary in character—came to be better understood.
There was no longer any doubt that Class IIT rep-
resented the variety of ecuneciform writing used in
Babylonia and Assyria and, therefore, also the
language spoken in these countries. Because of the
accident that the first large finds were made at north-
ern mounds, i.¢.,, on the site of Assyrian ecities, the
language of Class ITI was designated as Assyrian,
and the science that grew up out of the discoveries
in the northern and southern mounds, Assyriology.
Since, however, the north owes her civilization, her
literature and art largely to the south, it is more
proper to speak of the language us Babylonian or as
Babylonian-Assyrian.

That Persian kings should commemorate themselves
and their deeds in the language of Babylonia and
Assyria in addition to doing so in the official language
of the kingdom was quite natural, seeing that the old
realm of Babylonia and Assyria formed one of the most
important of the lands conquered by Cyrus and re-
tained by his successors, just as the third variety of
euneiform seript on the monuments of Persian rulers
—Class IT—proved to be ™ the language of the large
district of Elam within which the Persian kings had
established their capital cities, Persepolis, Susa and
Eebatana.

The Babylonian on all the trilingual inseriptions
from ancient Persia was evidently a translation, The
inseription in old Persian as the official language of the
kingdom was the original—occupying, therefore,
always the-first or most prominent position of the three
—of which those in the two other varieties of seript

H Bee helow, p. 107 seq,
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were translations. The decipherment of Class T, there-
fore, served as a vantage point for attacking Class ITT,
old Persian cuneiform furnishing the same aid in de-
ciphering Babylonian cuneiform seript as the Greek
translation on the Rosetta stone served in laying the
foundation for the reading of the Egyptian hiero-
glyphics. In both cases, as indeed in the decipherment
of any unknown seript, the beginning was made with
proper names, which could be picked out through a
comparison of their relative position in inseriptions of
Class I and Class IIT, or in the case of the Rosetta
Stone, by a study of their relative position in the Greek
and hieroglyphic texts. When proper names oceurred
more than once in any inscription or oceurred in several
inseriptions, as was the case in the old Persian mom-
meunts, most of which dated from Darius and Xerxes,
there eould of course be no difficulty in picking out in
Class ITI the series of signs corresponding to these
names in Class I. The ease was somewhat more diffieult
when a proper name o¢eurred only once, sinee Class TIT
did mot have the very convenient diagonal wedge
separating words from one another, but, on the other
hand, with a large number of names, both of persons
and places revealed through the large inscription at
Behistun, the constant occurrence of the same signs
in a variety of names that eould be read in Class I
furnished a control in picking out the series of signs in
Gllg,ss III, corresponding to any particular mame in
Class 1.

The early decipherers like Liwenstern® Tong-

** Essai de déchiffrement de Uéoriture assyrienne pour servir
d Vezplication du monument de Khorsabad {Paris, 1845). Liwen-
stern attempted to explain the Khorsabad inscriptions without hav-
ing recourse to the Persian inscriptions, with results that were
naturally disastrous. He did guess correctly that the Assyrians
Epoke a Semitic language, but this led him to make the absurd
attempt to explain the cuneiform eharacters as modificstions of
Hebrew letters.
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perier ® and Saunley® floundered about considerably.
Botta, the successful explorer of Khorsabad, -alone
made a really valuable contribution by his careful study
of the numerous inseriptions found by him and which
showed a large number of words evidently identical and
yet written in different ways. By making a list of
these variants he paved the way for the disecovery made
by Hincks—that the Babylonian-Assyrian seript was
not alphabetical but syllabic and ideographie, that is to
say, that words were written by means of signs, each
having a syllabie value, or by means of a single sign
standing for the word. This discovery was anmounced
by Hincks, in 1847, and threw an entirely new light
on the character of the third variety of cuneiform
seript. With signs expressing syllables or standing for
entire words, it at once became clear why there should
be so many signs in this variety of seript. The variant
ways of writing the same word, as shown by Botta, also
became clear. Not only could a word be written by a
single sign used ideographically or by a series of signs,
each having a syllabie value, but sinee syllables were
of three kinds, (a) consonant and vowel, (b) vowel and
consonant, (e) eonsonant, vowel and consonant, it was
possible to write a word syllabically in various ways.
Thus the word for god, ilu, could be written by a single
sign or it eould be spelled out and written by two signs
i and lu; and if, e.g., the syllable lab formed part of a
word, it might be written by one sign having that value

" Raveral articles in the Kevwe Archdologique for 1547 in reply
to Liwenstern s stcond work, Exposé des ¢léments consfitutifs .du
systéme de la troisidme écriture cundiforme de Persipolis (Paris,
1847).

& Recherches sur Ulcriture cuméiforme du sysféme Assyrien
{Paris, 1849). Both Longperier and Saunley made some correet and
ingenions guesses, by the side, however, of 50 many errors that their
work did not mark any real progress.

" On the Third Persspolifan Wriling, ete. (Transactions of
the Royal Irish Academy, vol. xxi, Part 11, pp, 249-256,)
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or further subdivided into la and ab and written with
two signs. Until this discovery was made by Hineks
there was no certainty even as to the reading of the
proper names that could be picked out in Class IIT
through comparison with Class I. 'The signs constitut-
ing the names could be chosen, but since the number of
signs forming a name in Class ITT did not agree with
the number in Class I, it was evidently impossible to
determine the value of each sign. Guess followed upon
guess, conjecture upon conjecture, until Hincks defi-
nitely demonstrated the general eharacter of the seript
of Class ITI, which represented the same language as
that found on the monuments of Assyria and Baby-
lonia. It was now possible by a eomparison between
proper names in Classes I and ITT of the Persepolitan
inscriptions to read the syllabie equivalents in Olass I1I
for the alphabetical signs in Class I. Thus, e.g., the
geven signs representing the name Xerxes in Class I
Kh.sh(a).v.a.r.sh.a
corresponded to six signs in Class TIT, to be read
Khi-shi-*i-ar-ghi-i.

Similarly the seven signs in Class T for the name Darius

D.a.r.h.e.u.sh
corresponded to five signs in Class ITI, the ecorrect
reading of which turned out to be

Da-ri-"i-a-mush
but which might also be written with six signs

Da-ri-’i-a-a-mush,
The word designating these rulers as Achemenians ap-
peared in Class I as
H(a) .kh.a.m(a).n.i.sh.i.y(a).
These nine signs were represented in Class I1T by seven
gigns to be read
A-kha-ma-an-nish-shi-'i
or by eight signs
A-kha-ma-an-ni-ish-shi-"i
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ginee nish could be written either by one sign or by two
(ni and ish). An important result of Hincks' in-
vestigations, which greatly facilitated the picking out
of proper names, both in Class I1T and in the unilingual
inseriptions of Assyria and Babylonia, was the observa-
tion that names of persons were preceded by a vertieal
wedge, mnames of gods by a sign which signified
“heaven,’” while names of countries and of cities also
had special ‘‘determinatives,”” as they were called. It
was thus possible to be quite certain as to the beginning
of names at least, whether in the trilingual or in the
unilingual inseriptions. A secure basis for determin-
ing the correct reading of signs oceurring in proper
names was obtained upon the recognition of the fact
that the vowels alone represented the alphabetie ele-
ment in the Assyrian and Babylonian cuneiform seript.
It was now possible also to proceed with a greater feel-
ing of assurance to the reading of ordinary words in
(Class IT1, such as**son,”” “king,"” **country,’ **father,”
“god,” “heaven,’” “‘earth,’”” whieh occurred with suffi-
cient frequeney to enable scholars, by a comparison
with Class I, to pick out the series of signs or the single
sign with which they were written, At this juncture,
in 1851," Henry Rawlinson again appeared on the
scene with the publication of the Babylonian section
(i.e.,, Class 11T) of the great Behistun inscription.”™
Accepting Hincks’ principle of the syllabism of the
Babylonian cuneiform, he was enabled through the
comparison of the several hundred names of persons
and places occurring in Class I with the corresponding
manner of writing these names in Class IIl—mow
rendered comparatively simple through the observation
of the determinatives preceding names of persons, cities
and countries,—to settle the value of a very large
number of the signs, in faet over 200 of them. This

* Analysis of the Babylonion Tezt ot Behistun (Journal of the
Royal Asiatic Bociety, vol. xiv, pp. i-eiv).

* Beo gbove, p. 83
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marked a great progress indeed. Rawlinson was also
enabled to add to the number of ideographic writings
that could be regarded as certain, including the signs
designating son, father, great, lord and more the like.
Hincks followed up his own vesearches by preparing
lists of the Assyro-Babylonian eharacters and by 1855
he had fixed the value of 352 combinations of wedges.

The investigations of Hineks and Rawlinson had
shown beyond possible doubt another fact which at first
sight seemed very strange, that a single sign could have
more than one syllabic value. To this feature the name
“polyphony™ was given; and though the proposition
encountered opposition, it was not long before it re-
placed the supposed “homophony,” proposed by
Liwenstern, according to which different signs were
supposed to have the same value; and that in this way
the existence of s0 many signs was fo be aceounted
for, Jules Oppert, who in 1855 gave a survey of the
stage reached in the decipherment of Babylonian
cuneiform, came to the support of Hincks and Rawlin-
son and showed that even a larger number of signs than
Hincks had suspected had more than one sound, and it
subsequently turned out that outside of the vowels the
number that had only one syllabie value was very
limited.

We owe to Oppert also the utilization of an impor-
tant help for determining the various syllabie values
for a sign and for proving that corresponding to ** poly-
phony”” we have also the phenomenon of “polyide-
ography” in Babylonian cuneiform, that is to sa , the
circumstance that the same sign may also stand for
several words, though usually in some logical eonnee-
tion with each other. Among the tablets of Ashur-
banapal’s library brought to the British Museum by
Layard,* were long lists of signs arranged in columns.
Oppert went to the British Musenm to study these lists
and found that they formed part of a large text-book

*i 8ee above, p. 22, seg,
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literature prepared by Babylonian and Assyrian seribes
to facilitate instruction in cuneiform writing. The
lists were of various kinds, consisting nsually of three
columns with a single sign in the central column and a
series of signs in each of the two other columns, Hincks
had recognized that in some of these lists the signs in
the right hand column were intended to indicate the
syllabic value of the sign in the central column. Thus
a certain sign ¥ was repeated three times in the central
column, while the right hand column contained different
signs, as follows:

A = #8737
| = B o
HF =H

The value of the signs of the right hand eolumn having
been determined from a comparison of proper names
of Olass ITT with those of Class I of the Persepolitan
inseriptions, Hincks could interpret the lines as
follows:

The sign HITt has the syllabie value of li-<ib
e is Wk ik (3 L1 it ik dﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂ

i 1 3 1] (1 in e £ ka"ﬁi
®

That is to say the sign in question may be read in the
composition of words as lib, dan or kal, as the case may
be. It will readily be seen how with long lists of such
signs, the prineiple of syllabism and polyphony was not
only definitely confirmed, but the syllabic values of the
signs were ascertained with equal definiteness. It is
one of the many merits of Oppert to have demonstrated
the full significance of these syllabaries (as the lists
were called) in the further progress of decipherment.
The right hand column in some of these syllabaries eon-
tained a series of signs which furnished in syllabie
writing the words which a sign represented, or in other
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words the ideographic values, while the left hand
eolumn furnished the syllabic values, Thus in the case
of asign 48 we had a series as follows:

ki-i 41 il-tu, **side”
£ 4 ash-ru, **place’’
£s o ir-si-tu, “*earth”’

which meant that the sign in question as an ideograph
could be read #tfu, ashru or irsitu with the meanings
“gide,”” “place’ and “earth’ respectively, while when
used as a syllable entering in the composition, written
syllabically it had the value ki, so that a word Kkirib
meaning *‘within'’ could be written by the sign 4E
(#.e., ki) and the sien H§F which, in addition to the
syllabie values above ** pointed out, has also the value
rib, Again, a sign K1 appeared in a list as follows:

shi-ti T me-nu-tu, *number?®
ag i if-ku, “strong™
la-ag * kir-ba-an-nu, **offering®

i.¢., the gign in question as an ideograph could be read
in one of the three fashions indicated, while correspond-
ing to the three ideographic values, there were also
three syllabie values. An invaluable aid had thus been
secured for the reading of the Assyrian and Babylonian
inseriptions and an aid, moreover, whose authenticity
could not be doubted, sinee we had before us the syllabie
and ideographic values of the signs that the school-
masters of ancient Mesopotamia had themselves com-
piled as a help towards reading the inseriptions on the
monuments and with a view of initiating their pupils
into the method of writing cuneiform, as well as
reading it.

Now to be sure the existence of various syllabie and
ideographic values for one and the same sign added to
the difficulty of reading inseriptions of Class IT1, but it

% Page 93.
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was not long before, through the combined efforts again
of Hincks, Rawlinson and Oppert, it was found that the
Babylonian and Assyrian scribes used certain devices
to simplify the cumbersomeness of their cuneiform
seript. In ease of a sign X which could be read lib, dan,
kal, rib, ete., the final consonant was frequently re-
peated by following up the sign in question with a sign
beginning with that consonant, Thus, if after the sign
in question, a sign ¥ was written which had the value
bi, it was an indieation that the preceding sign was lib;
if the next sign, however, was [i, it was an indication
that in that particular instance the sign X was to be
vead Jal » if the next sign was nin, it indicated that the
gign was to be read dan. Besides, when once the c¢har-
acter of the Babylonian language was ascertained, it
was possible, in a large number of cases, to decide with-
out difficulty which of several values attached to a sign
should be chosen in order to produce a word which could
represent either a possible verbal form or a noun
formation in the language.

This brings us to the important question as to the
Jlanguage of Class ITI and of the Babylonian-Assyrian
inscriptions, and how it was possible, after spelling out
the words of an Assyrian or Babylonian inseription to
determine to what class of languages the words be-
longed. At first, scholars were entirely at the mercy
of their individual guesses. Grotefend, who was the
first to call the language Assyrian, refrained from com-
mitting himself beyond expressing his opinion that he
could find no indications that the language belonged to
the Semitic class. Gesenius, one of the most eminent
Semitic scholars of his day, declared that it belonged
to the Medo-Persian group. Philoxenus Luzatto, the
son of a distinguished Hebrew scholar, published two
monographs in 1849, in which he proposed the thesis
that the Assyrian was allied to Sanskrit. There were
others, however, who, starting from the Biblical tra-

o Le Sanseritisme de la Langue Assyrienns, ete. (Padua, 1849).
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dition,* which placed Ashur (or the Assyrians) among
the sons of Shem, conjectured that the language was
Semitie. The question could not be definitely decided
until it was possible to reach a degree of certainty as to
the exact way in which proper names and the most
common words of the Assyrian inseriptions could be
read. With the recognition of the syllabism of the
Babylonian-Assyrian cuneiform a beginning in this
direction was made; and when, by following the method
mtroduced by Hincks and his successors, such words as
a-bu (**father™), ra-bu-u (**great”), shar-ru (*king’"),
a-no-ku (*'I") and verbal forms like i-zan-nan (“he
beautifies™), i-kash-shad (“he conquers™), were
spelled out,—the meanings of which were settled by a
comparison with the eorresponding words in inserip-
tions of Class I or through the eontext—the comparison
with the common Semitic noun ab for *“father,” with
the Semitic stem rab (“great™), with the Hebrew sar
(“*prince’), with the Hebrew pronoun of the first per-
son anoki and with the common Semitic verbs zandnuw
and kashadu in the sense of *‘adorning’ and **conquer,”
the indications pointed unmistakably towards Assyrian
as one of the group of languages known as Semitie.®

“Gen, 10, 22, The grouping of nations in this chapter as sons
of Shem, Ham and Japhet has of course no scientifie value, though
the list is remarkable as-an indication of the knowledge of the day
and becanse of the traditions that it embodies. The division ap-
pears to be into three zones. The peoples Hving in the northern
zone are grouped as sons of Japhet, those in the middle as sons of
Shem and those i the south as sons of Ham. Babylonin is placed in
the southern zome, Assyrin in the northérn. The chapter is com-
posite in character and full of late insertions and glosses. The
system is abandoned in the case of the Cannanites, who are plnoed
among the sons of Ham because of the hostila feelings of the
Hebrews towards them.

“Itianowmawmur}rtamngetheS&miﬁnW'mtum
groups: (1) Northern Semitie to which Hebrew, Pheenician and
the various dialects of Aramaic and Syriac and Babylonian-Assyrian
belong, and (2) Southern—Arahie, Himyaritie, Ethiopic with their
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The peculiarities of the Semitic langnages are so
marked that one cannot long be in doubt in the case of
a new language discovered whether it belongs to the
group or not. The forms or moods of the Semitic verb
are also of a stereotyped eharacter, and a Semitist ean
tell almost at a glance whether any given verbal form is
a possible one in a Semitic language. Furthermore the
agreement in voeabulary among the Semitie languages
is also considerable, though this varies naturally among
the subdivisions of the group. Step by step, little by
little, the difficulties were overcome, one problem after
the other was solved until, in 1857, a test was made
which showed that the decipherment of Assyrian rested
on a firm basis. At the suggestion of H. Fox Talbot,
who was among the early students of Assyriology, an
Assyrian historieal text was chosen and four scholars
—Hincks, Rawlinson, Oppert and Talbot himself—
agreed to send to the Royal Asiatie Society a transla-
tion independently made. No translation of the in-
seription had ever been published. The plan was ear-
ried out, and the commission appointed to compare the
four translations ** found the agreement to be so com-
plete in all essentials as to earry conviction even to
those who had hitherto questioned the soundness of
the method pursued. But the skepties were not all
silenced, and even when a few vears later another re-
markable confirmation of the correctness of the de-
cipherment was quite accidentally furnished, many
scholars—among them distinguished investigators like
Ernest Renan in Franece and Alfred Gutschmid in
Germany—continued to query the results reached, The

various dislects. Other seholars prefer a division into eastern and
western, See on these ‘divisions Brockelmann's Grundriss der
vergleichenden Grammatik der Semitischen Sprachen (Leipzig,
1908-1913), I, p. 5, seq.

* Published by the Royal Asiatie Society in 1857. The text
chosen was an inscription of Tiglath-pileser I, King of Assyria,
who ruled o. 1130-1100 8.0,

T
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the SBemitie languages, and that in other respects it
was not suitable for writing words belonging to a lan-
guage of the Semitic group. He drew the inference
that the writing had been adopied by the Babylonians
and Assyrians from some Indo-European people which
had econquered the country; he expressed the further
belief that this people had relations with Egypt from
which the euneiform seript was ultimately drawn.
Rawlinson at first also accepted the Egyptian origin
of the euneiform seript, but afterwards advanced the
view that the people who conquered Babylonia and im-
posed their seript on the country were Seythians—a
view that was modified by Oppert to the extent of desig-
nating the language of the inventors as Casdo-Seythian,
and who compared it to some of the languages of the
Turanian group of Russia. On the assumption of a
foreign origin for the cuneiform seript, it was possible
to explain the circumstance that there was no agree-
ment between the ideographic and the syllabie values
of a sign. The syllabie values represented the non-
Semitiec words which were the equivalents in the lan-
guage of the inventors to the ideographie values of the
gign in the Semitic idiom of Babylonia. Thus, if in the
class of three-colummned syllabaries above referred to,*
we find the sign »#¥ in the middle column, explained as
follows:
an »— ilu

This meant that an was the equivalent in Casdo-
Sceythian for the Semitie ilu, “‘god.”” The Babylonians,
when adopting the foreign seript, conceived the idea
of using the non-Semitic word an as a syllable with
which to write words—particularly verbal forms and
inflected nouns—which could not well be expressed
ideographically. Thus the non-Semitic word an would
be used syllabieally to write a Semitic word ending in
an like dan-an. The theory assumed that the inventors

* Above, p. 92, seq,




CUNEIFORM DECIPHERMENT 101

of the seript used it as an ideographie medium, and that
the borrowers took the forward step of converting it
into a mixed ideographic and syllabic seript. In this
way the various syllabie values of a sign admitted of a
reasonable explanation, while the various ideographie
values could in most eases be accounted for by asso-
ciation of ideas. The case would be analogous if the
French had adopted a form of sign-writing from the
English, and at the same time used the English sounds
of the signs to spell words in their own language, while
the same sign when standing for a word would of course
be read as a French word. Thus the French word ectel
wotlld be written with the sign, which would be read
“heaven’’ in English, or it would be written syllabically
¢t -+ el, in which case the sign which in English desig-
nated *““sea’” would be used because it had the same
sound as the first syllable of the French word for
heaven, while the second syllable would be written by
the English sign for *‘ell,” because the sound of the
English word fitted the caze. In the same way, the
Babylonians wrote their words in non-Semitic form
but pronounced them as Semitic.

The designation Scythian or Casdo-Seythian was
vehemently contested by various scholars. Rawlinson
himself abandoned it in 1855 in favor of Akkadian, be-
cause of the frequency with which the name Akkadian—
oceurring as Akkad also in Gen. 10, 10—was mentioned
in the Babylonian and Assyrian inseriptions, In 1869,
Oppert, basing his arguments on the occurrence of the
title, “‘king of Sumer ** and Akkad" in the inscriptions
of very ancient rulers, proposed the term Sumerians

™ Observations sur VUorigine des Chaldfens, in the Comptes
Rendus de la Socifté francaise de Numismatique et d"Archiéologie,
I, pp. T3-T6.

" Sumer is represented in the Old Testament as Shinar, e.g., in
Gen. 11, 2, where mankind is deseribed ss eongregated in the **valley
of Shinar'"; in Gen. 14, 1, Amraphel, who is Hammurapi, is desig-
pated ns ** King of Shinar,”" See above, p, 4, note 3,
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for the non-Semitic settlers of the Euphrates Valley,
and Akkadians for the SBemitic population. This view,
after a long controversy with many changes of front
on the part of scholars, has been finally demonstrated
to be the correct one.

But who were these Sumerians? Where did they
come from? And what was the nature of the language
which they spoke? Before taking up this question a
few words need to be said about a long and animated
eontroversy regarding Sumerian and the Sumerians
which began in 1874, and which has continued down
to the present time. While the theory of the mom-
Remitic origin and character of the cuneiform seript
seemed to furnish an explanation for some of the prob-
lems involved in so complicated and comprehensive a
form of writing as the Babylonians developed and
passed on to the Assyrians, new difficulties arose as
more material was brought ont of the mounds, difficul-
ties that did not appear to be met by the Sumerian
theory as we may briefly eall it. In the first place it
was observed that many of the syllabie values of the
signs were portions of a Semitic word for which the
sign stood. So a sign K= which, both in syllabaries
and in texts, stood for the word reshu, ‘“head,” has as
its syllabic values sag and rish. The former was the.
non-Semific word for head, according to the Sumerian
theory, but the other value, rish, evidently stood in
some relationship to the Semitic equivalent of the sign
used as an ideograph. Again, if among the syllabie
values of a sign which stands for the Semitic dannu,
“strong,” we find dan, it was evident that this value
was an abbreviation of the Semitic word. Such in-
stances began to multiply and when it was found that
at least one hundred syllabie values had all the appear-
ance of representing parts of Semitie words, the con-
elusion was forced upon scholars that the Babylonian-
Assyrian syllabary was in part at least Semitic. To
account for this the adherents of the Sumerian theory
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maintained that the Babylonians after adopting the
non-Semitic mode of writing and taking the step of con-
verting it from an ideographie to a mixed ideographie
and syllabie seript, continued to develop cuneiform
writing and added to the Sumerian words employed as
syllabie values, parts of the Semitic words for which
the signs stood, but used likewise as syllabic values,
Meanwhile, cuneiform texts of the older period were
coming to light from mounds in the south, from which
it beeame clear that the Assyrian civilization was merely
an offshoot of the culture that arose in the south, in
the Euphrates Valley. It was therefore in the south
that the solution of the problem as to the origin of the
eulture and the seript was to be sought. Now, as one
proceeded backwards, the texts appeared to be more
and more ideographie in character. Ere long texts were
found which seemed to be entirely ideographie, and
such texts increased largely in numbers with the un-
earthing of the ancient eity of Shirpurla (or Lagash)
through de Sarzee’®* The inseriptions on the many
statues and votive offerings of Gudea and of other
rulers were written in the older style, which scholars
now began to regard as Sumerian; and yet even on these
monuments Semitic words appeared and again some of
the oldest inseriptions of the south were clearly Semitic
and not Sumerian.

What did all this mean? If the Sumerians origi-
nated the Sumerian eulture and were the inventors of
the seript, we should expect fo find the oldest inserip-
tions to be in Sumerian and, what is more, in pure
Sumerian; and it ought also to be possible to recon-
struet the original language of the cuneiform seript in
such a way as to place the language in some definite
group, as the Babylonian and the Persian cuneiform
had been. Various attempts of this kind to find affilia-
tions between Sumerian and Turkish or between Su-
merian and some Ural-Altaie groups failed. It was

™ Above, p. 30 seg.
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therefore natural that a doubt shonld have arisen
whether the Sumerian represented a real language or
whether the Sumerians, if they existed, were the origi-
nators of the culture and the inventors of the script.
The Sumerian theory manifested at first such weak-
nesses that one of the most eminent Semitists of his day,
Joseph Halévy, was led to put forward the thesis that
what scholars regarded as the Sumerian language was
nothing but an older ideographie method of writing the
Semitie Akkadian or Babylonian, which, in the eourse
of its evolution, had adopted many more or less arti-
ficial devices for expressing niceties of thought and
grammatical complications. The thesis carried with it
the Semitic origin of the Euphratean culture and prae-
tically eliminated the Sumerians altogether. Sumer
and Akkad as they appeared on the tablets of early
rilers in the Euphrates Valley were purely geograph-
ical designations of the southern and northern portions
of the valley respectively.® Iven the opponents of
Halévy were obliged to admit that he had revealed weak
points in the Sumerian theory and it is due to him
that Assyriology was deflected fromthe erroneous diree-
tion into which it had turned. It is now admitted that
many of the hymns and ineantations which scholars
had been accustomed to regard as Sumerian are com-
paratively late compositions, or that they have eome
down to us in a late revised form betraying Semitic
influences. It is also generally admitted to a larger
extent than was formerly the ease that the Semitie
settlers of Babylonia had a large share in perfecting

It is not pessible to present more than s bare outline of
Halévy's thesis, which has mony romifleations. He has written
voluminously and elways with eritical acumen on the subject. For
details the reader is referred to Halévy's articles in the Reeue
Sémitique edited by him. An epitome of his theory will be found
in his reecent work, Pricis d'Allographie Assyro-Babylonienne
(Paris, 1912). A summary of the controversy up to 1898 will be
found in F. H. Weissbach’s Die Sumerische Frage (Leipzig, 1598).
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the euneiform syllabary, that many texts which are
written ideographically ave in reality Semitic com-
positions and are to be read as such, and that even in
genuine Sumerian texts Semitie influence is apparent;
but for all that, evidence sufficient in both quantity and
quality has been brought forward to show that the early
population of the Enphrates Valley was mixed in char-
acter, that by the side of Semites we find a Turanian
race clearly depieted on the monuments and demarcated
by their physiognomies and by differences of costume
from the Semitic population,

We owe to Eduard Meyer ™ the definite establish-
ment of this thesis. On the linguistic side, evidence
for the existence of a Sumerian language has recently
been bronght forward which does not rest upon guess-
work or on pure conjecture, but is made conclusive by
the study of the oldest texts of Babylonia. As long as
Sumerian was simply to be deduced from the ideo-
graphie values of the signs, one was justified in doubt-
ing whether we were in the presence of a real language,
for since ideographs could be read as Semitic as well
as Sumerian, it was indeed possible to regard a **Su-
merian’’ inseription as merely another form of writing
Babylonian—a very artificial form to be sure and yet,
since all writing is a more or less artificial device, a
possible form, When, however, the proof was fur-
nished from the texts that Sumerian words eould be
written phonetiecally as well as ideographically, that
even in Sumerian the device existed of writing a word
as in Babylonian either by a single sign representing
the word or by signs representing the syllables of which
it is composed, there could no longer be any question
as to the genuine linguistic character of Sumerian. In
addition to the evidenee for phonetic writing, which
became more and more abundant as scholars penetrated
deeper into the study of the oldest texts from ancient

1 Sumerier und Semiten in Babylowien (Berlin, 1006).
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Babylonian centres,”™ the proof of a fixed grammatical
structure for nouns and verbal forms was furnished in
a manner to earry convietion to the minds of those who
had hitherto maintained a skeptical or non-committal
attitude towards the linguistic evidence.

Taking up now the question who these Sumerians
were, an impartial verdiet must confess that the prob-
lem still remains obscure. We know that they were not
Semites; their features as depicted on the monuments
reveal a Turanian type, but the term Turanian is too
vagne to furnish any definite clne. Various indieations
point to their having come from a mountainous region.
They brought the worship of their native gods with
them, and the nature of these deities suggests their
having had their original seats on the tops of monn-
tains. It isfo the Sumerians that we owe the construe-
tion of the stage-towers of which remaing have been
found in all the important centres of Babylonia and
Assyria. Built in imitation of mountains with an imi-
tation of a mountamn road leading to the sanctuary at
the top, it is reasonable to conclude that the thought of
housing the gods in this way arose in the minds of a
people aceustomed to the worship of gods whose seats
were on mountain peaks., There is other evidence
pointing in the same direction of an original mountain
home whence the Sumerians eame at a remote period to
gettle in the Buphrates Valley. Now there are moun-
tains to the east and north-east of Babylonia, and it is

" We owe largely to F, Thureau-Dangin the progress made
during tho past decade in the mterpretation of these texts See
especially this author's Les Inseriptions do Sumer et d'Akkad(Paris,
1906) ; also in German tronsiation, Die Sumerischen und Akkad-
sschen Kanigsinschriflen (Leipzig, 1907), See now, for an exposi-
tion of Sumerian grammar, Delitzseh's Grundziige der Sumerischen
Grammalik (Leipzig, 1914) and Dr. Aruo Poehel’s volume of
Sumerian grammatical texts in the publication sbove referred to
(page 46) and which represents & further advance on Delitzsch’s
investigations
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therefore possible that the Sumerians entered the
Valley from this side—perhaps under pressure of other
mountain hordes ecoming from the north. But they
may also have come, as has been recently maintained,
from mountainous distriets to the northwest of Meso-
potamia. Whether the Sumerians already found the
Semites i possession of Babylonia and then conquered
them, or whether the Sumerians were the earliest
settlers and founded the culture in that distriet is
another question that has not been definitely decided,
with the evidence, however, in favor of the view that
the Semites were the first on the ground and that they
had already made some advance in culture when the
Sumerians swept down on them and imposed their rule
and snch eulture as they brought with them on the
older settlers.
11T

Here we may rest our survey of the decipherment
of the Babylonian-Assyrian cuneiform writing, which
we have followed from the successful unraveling of the
old Persian inseriptions down to the time when a secure
basis for the decipherment of Class ITI had been se-
cured. The appearance, in 18539, of the ‘‘Expédition
seientifique en Mésopotamie exéeutée de 1851 & 1854,
the second volume of which contained Oppert’s analysis
of the principles of the decipherment, may be said to
mark the termination of the second period of cuneiform
research, as the publication, in 1849-51, of Rawlinson’s
researches in the old Persian ingeriptions closed the
first period. The third period, marked by continuous
publications of Babylonian and Assyrian texts, chiefly
by French and English Assyriologists, is one of steady
progress in perfecting the details of the decipherment,
New ideographic and syllabic values were constantly
being discovered, improved readings took the place of

" The acoount of the Fremch expedition above referred to
(p. 28).
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earlier imperfect ones, and the beginnings were made
towards a systematic freatment of the grammatieal
features of the Babylonian language, or Assyrian as
it continued to be called. Skepticism, however, still
existed in some quarters and it was not until the ap-
pearance, in 1872, of Eberhard Schrader’s Die As-
syrisch-Babylonischen Keilinschriften'" that what
may be called the *“trial" period came to an end.™

The fourth period of cuneiform research is marked
by the participation of German scholarship, which, since
the pioneer work of Grotefend, had rather held aloof
in the further struggle to unravel the mysteries of the
various kinds of cuneiform seript.

Excepting Grotefend, the work in Assyriology was
carried on by Englich and French scholars, unless we
count Jules Oppert, who was born in Hamburg, but
who, a8 a young man, came to Paris and settled there
for the remainder of his life,” among German scholars.
Eberhard Schrader was the first among the students of
Oriental langnages in Germany to take up Assyriology
and when, in 1875, the University of Berlin decided to
introduce the subject, Schrader was called to fill the
chair and continued active till within a few vears of
his death, in 1908, Schrader’s thoroughness and sound-
ness of scholarship did mueh to gain the confidence of
German scholars in general in the results of the de-
cipherment, and after Gutschmidt’s attack in 1876, all
opposition practically ceased. Schrader brought to his

" Published in the Zeds. d. Deutsch. Morgenlindischen Gesell-
schaft, vol. xxvi, pp. 1-892; and then as u separate volume.

™ Gutsehmid’s answer to Schrader (above, p. 98) appeared in
1876, but it failed to make any deep impression,

" See the sketeh by W, Muss-Arnolt of Oppert’s life, with a
complete bibliography, in the Beitrige zur Assyriologis, vol. ii,
pp- 523-556. No adequate biography of Edward Hineks has to my
knowledge as yet appeared. A brief sketeh with a complete hibli-
ography, compiled by Dr. Cyrus Adler, will be found in the Journal
of the American Oriental Soeiety, vol. xiii and xiv,
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task that philological nicety for which German scholar-
ship has so long been distinguished, and of which at
that time cuneiform research stood much in need.
Schrader's enthusiasm for the study attracted a number
of young scholars to him, among them Friedrich De-
litzseh, the son of the distinguished theologian, Franz
Delitzseh. Young Delitzsch became the founder of the
present German school of Assyriology. First establish-
ing himself as Privai-Dozent for Assyriology at Leip-
zig, then ealled to Breslau to oecupy the chair of
Assyriology, and in 1906, to Berlin, he has in the course
of his career trained the largest percentage of Assyri-
ologists of Germany and a large proportion of those in
other parts of the world, notably in the United States
and Oanada; and those of the present day who did not
sit directly at his feet have imbibed inspiration from
Delitzseh’s fruitful researches or have been pupils of
Delitzsch’s pupils®

The activity at the present time in all branches of
Assyriology is largely due to the stimulus given to the
study by Delitzsch and his pupils. The museums of
London, Berlin, Paris and Philadelphia are steadily
jssuing mew texts. Speeialization within Assyriology
has set in. Some scholars are devoting themselves to
the extensive business and ecommercial literature,
others to the religious texts and the development of the
religious ideas and the eult, others to the study of
Babylonian-Assyrian history, some to the linguistic
problems, some to the further elucidation of the
Sumerian texts and so forth.

Through the combined activity of scholars of many
lands, supplementing the discoveries made by explor-

" We owe to Delitzsch the first Assyrian Chrestomathy (As-
syrische Lesestiicke, 1st ed., Leipzig, 1876 Gth ed,, 1912); the first
substantial grammar (Assyrische Grammatik, 2d ed., Leipzig, 1906,
also English translation, Leipzig, 1889); and the first Assyrian
Dictionary (Assyrisches Handwirterbuch, Leiprig, 1896) to which
he is now adding a supplement.
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ing expeditions, and through the interpretation of the
material unearthed, which has grown, as we have seen,
to such huge proportions and which is still growing, the
civilization of Babylonia and Assyria stands revealed
before us in all its ramifications as one of the great
forees in the ancient history of mankind, the direct or
indirect influence of which is to be seen in many s phase
of our own modern culture,

IV

‘While not strietly within the limits of our subjeet,
it will nevertheless be eonsidered proper to close this
chapter with a brief account of the decipherment of
Class IT of the trilingual inscriptions of Persepolis and
surrounding districts. Already in his first paper on
the Persepolitan inseriptions, Grotefend added some
remarks on the seript of Olass IT which he recognized
as more complicated than Class I, but not 86 com-
plicated as Class T1I. He continued his researches in
this second variety from time to time and in 1837
was able to recognize the use of a vertical wedge (as
in Class I1T), placed before proper names in order to
distinguish them.

It was not, however, until 1844 that any decided
success in deciphering the seript of Class II was
achieved. In that year appeared a work ** by a Danish
scholar, Westergaard, in which, through a comparison
of the proper names in Class IT and Class I, he sue-
ceeded in assigning correct values to 18 of the signs.
This was only a small proportion of the 111 signs to

" Newe Beitrige cur Erlauterung der Persepolitanischen Keil-
gohrift (Hanover, 1837).

“N. L. Westergaard, Zur Entzifferung der Achamenidischen
Keilschrift sweiter Gattung (Zeits. fiir die Kunde des Morgen-
landos, vol. vi, pp. 337—466) ; also published in English, On the
Deciphering of the Second Akhemensan or Median Species of
arvowheaded Wrifing (Mémoires de s Soclété Rovala des Anti-
quaires du Nord, 184044 pp, 271-439).
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be distinguished in Class 1T, but it was a beginning,
Progress would have been more rapid had not Wester-
gaard fallen into some serions errors which had to be
corrected by subsequent researches, He picked out cor-
rectly the signs representing the names Cyrus, Darius,
Xerxes, Hystaspis, Achemenian and Persian; and he
also recognized the mixed syllabic and alphabetic char-
acter of the script, but he erred, as was quite natural,
in the vowel signs and in the selection of signs repre-
senting syllables and those representing merely a con-
sonant. For twenty-two signs he could not determine
any values through the mere comparison of proper
pames, Hincks again came to the rescue in correcting
some of Westergaard’s errors. In two papers on the
subject® he identified the three signs for the vowels,
a, i, u. He recognized the determinative placed before
the names of deities, added nine signs to those correctly
fixed by Westergaard. The publication of the version
of Class I in the great Behistun inseription by Edward
Norris, in 18552 to whom Rawlinson had given his
copies and squeezes of this part of the great rock in-
seription, marked a decided advance through the recog-
nition by Norris of the close relationship of the signs
of Class II to those of Olass III. By this means the
value of a number of signs could be fixed by comparison
with the Babylonian-Assyrian signs, and when later
on the prineiples governing the modifications that the
signs of Class ITI had undergone in their transforma-
tion to Class IT, had been ascertained, the bulk of the
syllabary of the latter class became perfectly trans-

* (g} On the First and Second Kinds of Persepolitan Writing,
(b) On the Three Kinds of Persepolitan Writing and On the
Babylonian Lopidary Characlers; both published in the Trans-
actions of the Royal Irish Academy, vol. xxi, Purt 11, pp. 114131
and 233-248.

" Memoir on the Scythic Version of the Behistun Ingeription
(Journal of the Royal Asiatie Society, vol. xv, pp. 1-213). The
peper was read in 1852,
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parent. TIn this way the decipherment of Babylonian:
Assyrian became of service in reading the second variety
of the cuneiform seript. Westergaard now took up the
subject again®® and succeeded in inereasing the number
of signs correctly read to sixty-seven. Steady progress
was made through the efforts of various seholars, among
whom M. Haig, A. D. Mordtmann, Oppert and Sayce
are to be specially mentioned, so that by the year
1879, when Oppert published his work, Le Peuple et
la Langue des Médes, the decipherment, so far as the
reading of the signs was concerned, was practically
completed. The final work on the subjeet, giving a full
aceount of the course of the dempherm&nt and detailing
the results in the most exact manner, is the publication
of the inseriptions of Class IT by Weissbaeh, in 18905
The question, however, as to the language of the inserip-
tions was a more difficult one. Scholars wavered as to
the name to be given to the language. The first sug-
gestion to eall it Seythie was abandoned in favor of
Median, proposed by Oppert, but this designation
yielded in time to others so that at present it is generally
designated from the region in which it was spoken as
neo-Susian or neo-Elamitie” The resemblance of the
gigns to those of Class ITI showed conelusively that the
script was a derivative from the Babylonian-Assyrian
cuneiform, and in view of the comparative ease in de-
termining through this resemblance the values to be
assigned to the 113 signs to be distinguished, and the
existence of certain signs as in Class ITI, as determina-
tives indicating whether a word was the name of a
person, a deity, a city or a country, it was possible,
through the comparison with Class 1 and ITT on the

¥1In a paper published in the Proceedings of the Danish
Academy for 1854, vol. ii, pp. 41-178.

** Die Achemenideninschriften sweiter Art, herausgegeben und
bearbeitet von F, H. Weisshach (Leipzig, 1590).

*' The second designation is at present the one more commonly
employed.
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large Behistun inseription to fix the sounds of many
words in the language, the meanings of which were
furnished by the comparison. This extended to verbal
forms as well as to nouns, to pronouns and to particles,
The language turned out to be a type which was neither
Semitie nor Aryan, and yet totally different from the
Sumerian. Exeavations conducted by the French gov-
ernment for several years at Susa, under the general
direction of J. De Morgan, brought to the surface a
large number of historieal and votive inseriptions and
hundreds of commereial tablets such as were found in
great abundance in the Babylonian and Assyrian
mounds. The material covered an extensive period;
and as it was studied and interpreted by one of the
most distingnished Assyriologists of the day, Vincent
Secheil ®* it was shown that the language was closely
related to that of Qlass IT. Tt was evident, therefore,
that the inseriptions of this class represented the lan-
guage spoken by the inhabitants of Elam, lying to the
east and northeast of Babvlonia and which, as we know
from the annals of Babylonian and Assyrian rulers,
was for many centuries the rival of Babylonia and at
various times made inroads into the Euphrates Valley.*
The excavations at Susa confirmed the data derived
from Babylonian and Assyrian monuments as to the
great age of the Elamitic kingdom, for the material
unearthed carries us back beyond the third millenmium
before our era. The seript also shows fraces of having

* The results of the remarkably suceessful excavations at Susa
are being published by the French government. Thirteen large
volumes have appeared up to the present time under the title of
Délégation en Perse, of which six are devoted to the Elamitie
material, edited by Scheil. The expedition also found a magnificent
series of boundary stones and the famous Hammurapi Code, sll of
which were captured ss trophies by the Elamites during an in-
cursion into Babylonia in the twelfth century and carried by them
to their capital at Susa. See below, p. 283,

% See Chapter 1IL
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passed through a long development, the oldest forms
representing a much closer approach to the original
pictures from which the linear wedges were derived.
The decipherment of the older Elamitie inseriptions,
snccessfully inaugurated by Scheil, is not, however, com-
plete. More material will no doubt be forthcoming
which will enable scholars to elear up doubtful points.
Tt seems eertain that the language also changed some-
what with the lapse of centuries so that scholars now
distinguish between the oldest form of Flamitic as
proto-Elamitic, and the latest form, represented by
Olass IT, as neo-Elamitic. The relationship of the
Elamitie and neo-Elamitic cuneiform to the Babylonian
is evident, but exactly how the proto-Elamitie char-
acters were derived from the Babylonian seript is a
question that must be left open for the present. As for
the language, we must rest content with the statement
that it is of a Turanian type and was one of the lan-
guages spoken in the districts lying to the east of
Babylonia. The Elamites at one time extended their
rule far into Asia Minor, for around the lake of Van
in Armenia inscriptions have been found which are
written in a euneiform variety practically identical
with that of Class I1.”

The extensive use of euneiform script as a writing
medium for various languages and the development of
various distinet forms, all eventually to be traced back
to some early variety of picture writing, is a remark-
able testimony to the profound influence exerted by the
civilization that arvose in the Euphrates Valley through
the combination of the Sumerians and Semites or as
we ought to say, Sumerians and Akkadians, Even with
a consideration of these chief forms representing four
distinet languages, Sumerian, Babylonian-Assyrian,
Elamitie and Persian, we have not exhausted the scope

* Ses Sayce The Insoription of Mal-Awmir and the Language of
the Second Column of the Akhaemenian Inscriptions (Actes du VL
Congres Internationnl des Orientalistes, Part 11, pp. 639-756).
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of cuneiform writing. In Cappadocia a variety derived
from the more specifically Assyrian form of euneiform
characters was used in connection with eommercial in-
terchange. A considerable number of tablets, all of a
commercial character, have been found dating from
about the eleventh century, in which euneiform is used
to write the current tongue of Cappadoeia,” while at
Boghaz-Keui, a capital of a Hittite kingdom, a large
archive of elay tablets was diseovered by the late Hugo
Winckler,?® containing hundreds of tablets in cunei-
form writing, but representing the Hittite language—
the same as the one found in hieroglyphic form on the
Hittite inseriptions. Among the tablets of the cunei-
form archive found at Tell el-Amarna to which refer-
ence will be made,” there were letters in cuneiform
written by rulers of Mitanni—a district to the north-

% Soe Delitzseh, Beitrige zur Entzifferung und Erklarung der
Kappadokischen Keilschrifttafeln {( Abhandlungen der Kioniglich-
Sichaisehen Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften, Philologisch-TTis-
tarische Classs, XTIV, pp. 207-270).

b2 Que (rienfalistische Literaturseitung, Dee. 15, 1806, and
Mitteil. d. Deutsch. Orient Gesellschaft, No. 35 (Dee., 1907), and
now, also, Delitzsch, Sumerisch-Akkadisch-Hettitische Vokabular-
fragmente (Berlin, 1914; Abh. d. Kgl. Preuss. Alkd, d. Wiss,, 1414,
Phil.-Hist. Klasse, Nr. 3), embodying a study of 26 fragments of
tablets found at Boghaz-Keui, containing in parsllel eolumns
Sumerian and Akkadian words and phrases, together with the
Hittite equivalents (written in cuneiform characters) in the third
column. In this way a large number of words and forms can ha
identified and, with the complete publication of this kind of ma-
terial, promised in the near future, there will be little diffienlty in
determining the exact character of the Hittite language, There is
also resson to hope that with the aid of these transliterated Hittite
texts it will be possible to find the definite key for the decipherment
for the hieroglyphic Hittite script, The publication of the impor-
tant material found by the late Dr. Winekler is now anncunced
as ready and is expected to be published within this year by
Dr. E. F, Weidner.

 Below, p. 164
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east of Mesopotamia—in their own language, which is
represented again by some of the tablets found at
Boghaz-Keui, Even Greek was written in cuneiform
characters, as some tablets published a number of years
ago by Pinches showed.*

It is evident from this that the influence exerted by
the ecivilization of Babylonia and Assyria extended
throughout the ancient world, prompting the Egyptian
seribes to learn cuneiform so as to carry on a eorre-
spondence with Babylonian rulers and with the goy-
ernors of Palestinian and Pheenician centres, and lead-
ing the Hittites in the north to exchange cuneiform as
a more convenient mode of writing for their own hiero-
glyphie seript”® and resulting in the adoption of a
cuneiform seript by the Elamites as well as by their
successors, the Persian rulers, Within Babylonia and
Assyria the seript, developing from an archaie to sev-
eral varieties of more modern forms, survived the fall
of the Babylonian empire through Cyrus’ conquest and
even the coming of the Greeks, for cuneiform inserip-
tions from the days of the Greek supremacy have heen
found, and it is not until almost the threshold of the
Christian era that the use of this form of writing finally
disappears. The latest cuneiform inscription dates
from the year 80 B.c.

# Greek Transcriptions of Babylonian Tablets (Proeccedings of
the Society of Biblieal Archeology, vol. xsiv [1802], pp. 118-119),
These fragments of tablets, containing transeriptions of Greek words
in cunsciform. fornished ineidentally & further confirmation—
though st the timi of Pinehes' publication no longer necessary—
of the correetness of the mothod of reading the Babylonian-Assyrian
cuneiform characters.

* For the Hittite inseriptions see Messerschmidl, Corpus In-
seriptionum Hettiticarum  (Mitteilungen der Vorderasiatischen
Gesellschaft, 1900, No, 4; 1902, No. 3; 1906, No. 5) ; Garstang, The
Land of the Hittiles (London, 1910) ; Ed. Meyer, Rewch und Kultur
der Chettiter (Berlin, 1914) ; and the recent attempt at deeipher-
ment by R. C. Thompson, 4 New Decipherment of the Hittite
Hieroplyphics ( Archeologia, vol lxiv, Oxford, 1813, pp. 1-144).
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Lastly a word as to the origin of the cuneiform
seript from a pictorial form. We have carried back the
forms of cuneiform writing used outside of Babylonia
and Assyria to the influence exerted by these two em-
pires, whose eivilization originating in the Euphrates
Valley is the result of the commingling of Sumerians
and Akkadians. The oldest form of cuneiform writ-
ing, therefore, is that represented by the oldest inserip-
tions of Babylonia which, we have seen, are couched
in Sumerian. The seript, however, in these Sumerian
inseriptions, while archaie, is far removed from the
state in which each sign represented a pieture. More-
over, we have seen that contrary to the opinion at first
held by scholars, the Sumerian in the form that we
have it is no longer a purely ideographic mode of writ-
ing, but has already advanced to the syllabie stage in
which a sign is used to represent a sound and no longer
merely the word for which it stands, A careful study,
however, of the forms of the characters enahles us to
pass beyond the wedge-shaped variety of cuneiform to
a linear type; and in many cases it is not diffienlt to
recognize in the linear outlines the remains of a picture,
representing one of the words for which the sign stands.
Thus the linear form  of the sign for sun, day, light,
which in the wedge-form becomes # is clearly a de-
rivative of a picture of the sun sending forth its rays.
The sign for eye, face, seeing, which in the wedge-shape
takes on the form ¢~ is in the linear form ¢ and it is
not difficult to recognize in this the outlines of an eye.
The sign for man ez= is in the linear form <ms=, which
suggests a man lying on his back,

To set forth in detail how, starting with a series of
pictures, the writing, passing through various stages,
developed to a linear form, suitable for transferring
charaeters to a hard material and then by further stages
was transformed to a wedge-shaped variety, betfer
adapted for writing on a soft substance like clay, would
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carry us too far. Nor is it necessary for our purpose,
which is merely to eall attention at the close of this
chapter to the manner in which the cuneiform script
originated, to do so. Prof. Barton, who has recently
published an elaborate work on the H0rigin of Cunei-
form Writing,” * in which he has embodied the results
of many years of study, has added valuable tables of
signs showing the changes they underwent in passing
from the oldest to the latest period. He has also en-
deavored to reconstruct the objects represented by the
gigns. Thanks to the ingenious method pursued by
him and to his wide and aceurate geholarship, he has
succeeded in a large number of instances in giving us
the picture originally represented. Naturally some of
his identifications ave open to question. In a problem
of this kind one must not expect that all phases of it
can be satisfactorily solved. From a survey of the
objects represented—animals, parts of the body, instru-
ments, pictures of water, of stars, trees and plants—
and making due allowanee for doubtful cases, we reach
the general conclusion that the seript originated at a
time when already a considerable advance in culture
had been made, and in a land in which agricultural eon-
ditions prevailed, in which animals had been domesti-
eated, and the gods identified with personifications of the
stars, by the side of the moon and sun. There is nothing,
however, to indicate more precisely where the seript
originated. It may have been brought by the Sumerians
to the Euphrates Valley and perfected by them there,
or it may have originated in the Euphrates Valley or
the neighboring distriet of Elam. It is not impossible
that the proto-Elamitie seript, to which a reference has
above been made,”” may revert to the same source as
the pioture-writing underlying the oldest form of
Sumerian inscriptions.  Until we ean determine more
accurately whence the Sumerians came and how far

* Beitrige zur Assyriologie, vol ix (1912-1913),
* Above, p. 113, seq.
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back the Sumerian culture can be traced, it is idle to
speculate further. Archmology has given us 80 many
surprises that it is not out of the question that we should
come across traces of a still earlier culture than the
Sumerian or the proto-Elamitie," from which both may
have derived their inspiration, and with this a pictorial
seript further developed by each group and adapted to
its purposes.”

From the linear form we can without diffieulty trace
the further development to the latest stage of wedge-
writing. Variant forms continued to arise both in
Assyria and Babylonia and there can be no question
that the neo-Elamitic cuneiform or Class IT represents
a variety of the Babylonian seript simplified and
adapted to Elamitiec about the twelfth century s.c,
further modified in the course of time, while the Persian
variety represents another more simplified adaptation
made in the sixth or possibly as early as.the seventh
century B.C.

* See King's ingenious suggestion in the appendix to his His-
tory of Sumer and Akked (London, 1910), in which he takes up
this problem.

» S4e further on this subject besides Barton's book, Fossey's
chaptér on the Ideographic Origin and Evolution of Cuneiform
Writing in his Manuel d'Assyriologie, pp. 245-268, and Delitzsch’s
Entstehung des dltesten Schrifisystems oder der Ursprung der
Keilschriftzeichen (Leipzig, 1897), the first thorough discussion of
the subject, full of valuable suggestions, though some of the views
set forth must be modified in the light of later researches.




CHAPTER III

SURVEY OF THE HISTORY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

I

Ix any general survey of the history of Babylonia
and Assyria there are two facts of fundamental im-
portance to be borne in mind: first, that the course of
civilization in the land of the Euphrates and Tigris
proceeds to the north, and second, that the eulture is
the outeome of a mixture of two diverse elements—of
a non-Semitie with a Semitie population. The obvious
eonclusion from the first fact is that the settlements
in the south, in what is known as the Euphrates Valley,
are older than those in the north—a conclusion con-
firmed by the exeavations conducted at southern
mounds, which have yielded us the documents for trae-
ing the civilization to a very early period, though as
vet insufficient for carrying us back to the small be-
ginnings. The second fact prepares us for the dis-
tinguishing feature of the oldest period as likewise
revealed by the monuments, to wit, the struggle between
the non-Semites or the Sumerians, and the Semites or
Akkadians for supremacy.

This struggle represents the natural process in the
assimilation of two apparently incompatible elements.
Qivilization may be described as the spark that ensues
when opposing ethnic elements come into contact. Cul
ture up to a certain grade may develop in any centre
spontaneously, but a high order of civilization is always
produced through the combination of heterogeneous
ethnic elements.

There is no more foolish boast than that of purity
of race. A pure race, as I have it put elsewhere,’ if it
exists at all, is also a sterile race.

: Aspects of Religious Belief and Practice in Bobylonia and

Assyria, p. 5.
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Whether the Semitic Akkadians were the first
settlers in the Euphrates Valley or the non-Semitie
Sumerians is a question to which, as indicated in the
Iast chapter, no definite reply can be given in the
present state of our knowledge. My own inelination is
to side with Eduard Meyer,® to give the benefit of the
doubt to the Akkadians and to assume that the Su-
merians, who we have every reason to believe were a
mountainons people, entered the Valley from the north-
east (or northwest) as conquerors—bringing a cé i
degree of culture with them, but which through the
contact with the Akkadian population was further
stimulated and modified until it acquired the traits dis-
tinguishing it when we obtain our earliest glimpse
of political, soeial and religious conditions in the
Euphrates Valley.

Fortunately, through the monuments of Telloh,
Sippar, Nippur and Bismya, and through the designs
on numerous geal eylinders, we are in a position to
picture to ourselves this non-Semitic race.’ They are
portrayed in contrast to the Akkadians as heardless
and generally, though not always, with shaven heads.
The general type suggests a comparison with the Mon-
golian’ race. The shape of the head was inelined
towards roundness, the cheek bomes were prominent
and the nose was not full and fleshy as was the case
with the Akkadians. The dress in the earliest period
consisted of a plain or fringed garment, hanging from
the waist or was formed in more elaborate fashion of
three to five flounces—vielding, however, at a later
period to a shawl or mantle, decorated with a border,
drawn over the left shoulder and falling in straight
folds. In contrast, we find the Akkadians represented

2 Page 107.

* Sumerier und Semiten in Babylonien, p. 107, zeq,

¢ Sos the sccompanying illusirations, and further in Meyer,
Sumerier und Semiton s Babylomien, and in Jestrow, Bildermappe
sur Religion Babyloniens und Assyriens, Nos. 1-1.
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with hair and beard, though it would appear that in
eonsequenee of a new wave of Semitic immigration
about the time of Hammurapi or shortly before, the
Bedouin custom was introduced of shaving the mous-
tache. The features, particularly the long-shaped head
and the fleshy nose, are unmistakably Semitie. In dress
the Semites are represented by the loin eloth or by a
plaid wrapped around the body, falling in parallel
bands, with the ends thrown around the left shoulder.
The Sumerians appear also to have had the custom of
wearing wigs, as the Egyptians, perhaps limited to cere-
monial oceasions, though to what extent and during
what periods the custom prevailed it is difficult to say.
Curiously enough the gods, even in the oldest monu-
ments, have abundant hair and long beards,® but with
lips and cheeks often shaven, from which Professor
Meyer has drawn the inferemce that the Sumerians,
while retaining some of the customs that they brought
with them, assimilated their gods to those worshipped
in the land into which they came and therefore repre-
sented them as Semitie.

Beside some form of writing which, as pointed ont,
the Sumerians may have brought with them, but farther
developed after their conquest of the Euphrates Valley,
they appear to have been skilled in seulpturing in terra-
cotta and in stone, advancing gradually also to work-
ing in metals. Naturally, here again it is difficult to
draw the line between what they brought into the
country and the share of their artistic achievements
due to their contact with the Semitic settlers, but sinece
the Euphrates Valley is devoid of stone and metals, the
balance is again in favor of the assumption that they
brought some measure of artistie skill with them.*

The architecture in the earliest period is conditioned
by the native soil which furnishes elay as a building
material that was readily adapted for the construetion

* See Meyer, Le., p. 95, 2eq.

* Further details in Chapter VII,
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of houses and temples, consisting of both unburnt and
burnt bricks. The only characteristic strueture that
may be safely aseribed o Sumerian initiative is the
stage-tower attached to the temples in all important
centres.’

IT

The change in habitat from a hilly country to a flat
one was a momentous factor that brought with it an
adaptation on the part of the Sumerians to the new
conditions. In their mountain homes we may well sup-
pose the Smmerians to have been hunters—of which a
frace remains in the Biblical tradition that makes
Nimrod, pictured as one of the founders of the
Buphratean culture, a mighty hunter, whereas the con-
ditions natural to the rich soil of southern Babylonia
led to agriculture.

The political festure at the earliest period at pres-
ent known to us, which may be roughly fixed on the
basis of the material at our disposal at 4000 to 3500 s.c.,
is the existence of a number of cities under the control
of Sumerians, each one of which formed a centre for a
district of varying extent. These cities lay along the
Euphrates or on oxe of the various arms into which it
divides in the mamhy districts. Owing, however, to
the choking up of the bed of the river and of its tribu-
taries, the directionof the Euphrates was subject to fre-
quent changes, so that the location of the mounds be-
neath which eities like Nippur, Cuthah, Uruk, Sippar,
Shuruppak lay buaried, is at some distance to the east
from the bed of the Euphrates, or from one of its
branches.

‘We find the south itself divided into two sections,
the southern part, known as Sumer, whieh is the main
£ old of the mon-Semitic conguerors, and the
northern section of the Euphrates Valley, Akkad, where
the Semites gradually developed the strength neces-

¥ See sbove 11, note 13; pp. 23 and 30, seq,




124 BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

sary to meet the Sumerians on their own ground. A
sharp boundary between Sumer and Akkad probably
never existed, but in a general way Nippur may be re-
garded as the line of demareation, so that Eridu, Larsa,
Ur, Adab, TIsin, Lagash, Shuruppak, Umma, Uruk
with Nippur, constitute the chief centres in the south,
and Cuthah, Opis, Akkad, Kish, Babylon and Sippar
the most important eities of the north. Nor can a
sharp line be drawn between the non-Semitic and
Semitie settlements, beyond the gemeral proposition
that the Semites, while commingling in part with the
Sumerians, were also in part driven back to the north-
ern part of the Euphrates Valley. At all events, the
south remained the chief seat of Sumerian power,
though northern centres like Kish, Cuthah and Opis
were for a period of indifferent extent also in the hands
of the Sumerians.

We are not able as vet to trace the history of the
Euphrates Valley back to the time when the Sumerians
were in complete and absolute control. The oldest
inscriptions so far recovered already give evidence of
a decline of the south, with the tendency towards a
growth of power in the northern centres, We know
nothing of the earliest history of Eridu and little of
such centres as Uruk and Adab; and until excavations
earry us nearer to the beginnings of Sumerian suprem-
acy, we must rest content with the testimony fur-
nished by the material at our disposal that there was
no union or, at all events, no permanent union between
the cities of Sumer and that no ruler of any Sumerian
centre exercised control over all of Sumer and Akkad.
The relationship between the states would therefore be
marked by hostilities alternating with ‘treaties that
gerved to keep the peace for a while, and with combina-
tions of some of these city states against other groups.
The central feature in each of these cities was the
sanetuary dedicated to the loeal patron deity. So close
was the association between the god and his city, that
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the former either directly gave his ndme to the place,
or the place was known as the city of the god in ques-
tion. The more precise character of these city gods we
will have oecasion to consider in the next chapter. The
point of importance to us in an historical survey is to
note that the jurisdiction of a deity was coextensive
with the distriet eontrolled by his followers. The single
exception to this general direction taken by the associa-
tion of a deity with a city is formed by the god Enlil,
who, although the god of the eity of Nippur, was in
this first period of Euphratean history the acknowl-
edged head of the pantheon® In part this no doubt
was due to the important position occupied by Nippur
when the Sumerians obtained the mastery in the
Euphrates Valley, but in large part the special position
acquired by Enlil is to be accounted for by the circum-
stance that as a storm-god having his seat on some
mountain-peak, he was the chief of the gods worshipped
by the conquerors before they left their mountain
homes.

Curiously enough, however, we have not come across
any records of a powerful dynasty established in
Nippur as a centre. Instead, the earliest traditions of
the Buphrates Valley, carrying us back to the mythical
age, in which rulers are pictured as deities or of divine
descent, ruling for as many centuries as in historical
time years, give Kish and Uruk as the first two dy-

* Ses further, p. 195, seq.

*See the publication of important lists of early mythieal or
semi-mythieal rulers, followed by historical dynasties, in Poebel's
Historical and Grammatical Texts, pages 78 to 96.

These lists show us, during the first two recorded dymasties of
Kish and of Urnk, rulers who reign from 410 to 1200 years, and
among the names of such rulers are the mythical rulers Etans and
Gilgamesh, of the former of whom a story is told of an attempted
flight to heaven on the back of an eagle, while the latter is the
famous central figure of the great Babylonian epie.

The high figures given for the reigns or lives of these rulers are
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nasties, after which we come to a series of rulers with
Ur as a political centre and the length of whose reigns
ghows that we have reached a more definite historieal
tradition. Beyond names and indications of lengths of
reigns, however,—and these often uncertain—we know
nothing further of this earliest period until we come
down to about the year 3200 B.c.

I

The accident that so much of our earliest historieal
material comes from the execavations on the site of the
ancient city of Lagash*® naturally places this city in
the foreground of our horizon, but making due allow-
ance for this faet, it is nevertheless certain that Lagash
played a most important réle as early at least as 3000
B.C., and exercised at one time a sway over a consider-
able portion of Sumer, including Nippur. Its most
serious rival at the time when the outlines of this period
become defined with sufficient elearness to enable us
to grasp some details is the city of Kish, whose patron
deity was a solar god known as Zamama. Indeed, a
ruler, Mesilim, whose date can be approximately fixed
at 3100 B.c., claimed Lagash as a part of his territory.
This condition must have lasted for some time, for a
patesi of Lagash, Entemena, whose date may be fixed
as ¢. 2850 B.c.,, refers in a historical survey of the

of the same character as the sges of the antediluovian patriarchs
in the fifth chapter of Genesis. Both lists are no doubt bassd
upon some artificially constructed system, though exactly of what
nature scholars have not ascertained. To discuss the bearings of
these important lists, published by Poebel, in detail would earry
us too far and must be left for some other occasion. Suffice it
to say that the existence of such lists, which evidently form part
of the school archives of ancient Babylonian centres, shows con-
clusively that the nccounts of early Babylonian rulers given by
Berosus (see Cory, Aocient Fragments, page 51, seq.) rest upon
sctusl material which was utilized by Berosus.
¥ Above, p. 39, seq.




BABYLONTAN-ASSYRIAN HISTORY 127

relations between Lagash and a meighboring centre,
Umma, to Mesilim’s intervention as arbitrator between
the two hostile distriets. Through his mediation a
treaty was made, fixing the boundary line between
Lagash and Umma."

There are reasons for believing that not long before
the days of Mesilim, the eonditions were reversed and
that Kish was in a state of dependency upon Lagash or
some other centre, for a ruler, Utug,”* who is in all
probabilities older than Mesilim, calls himself pafess
of Kish, on a vase offered as a tribute to HEnlil of Nip-
pur, in commemoration of a vietory over the land of
Khamazi. Under Eannatum, Kish again falls into the
hands of Lagash, which, however, was not able to hold
it for a long time. The Semites, perhaps originally °
pressed into service as mercenaries by the rulers of
Kish.* obtain control for a time—the first indication
of the coming Semitie eonquest of the Euphrates Val-
ley, but are again pushed back by Sumerians. Such a
constant shift of politieal conditions extends over a
long period, until Lugalzaggisi, of Uruk (e, 2675 n.c.),
comes to the fore, puts an end to the independence of
Kish, and this time in an effective manner.

The treaty between Lagash and Kish, above referred
to, took place e. 3050 B.c., as nearly as we can caleulate
at present; and we are safe in assuming that the su-
premacy exereised by Kish over important centres in
the south began perhaps a century earlier and lasted
until ¢, 2975 .., when we find a ruler on the throne of
Lagash, Ur-Nind, who adopts the title of king, whose
reign was marked by an era of peace, during which
commerce flourished and the ruler was able to devote
himself to the welfare of his subjects and to honoring
the gods by beautifying their temples and bringing to

1t Heugey, Découwvertes en Chaldée, PL. 47, and Thureau-Dangin,
Sumer, und Akkad. Kinigsinsehriften, p. 96,

= Hilpreeht, 0ld Babylowian Inseriptions, I, 2, No. 108, seq.

i 8o Meyer, Geschichte, I, 2, p, 481
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their shrines evidence of his loyalty and affection in
the shape of tributes and votive offerings. We have a
remarkable series of limestone plaques showing Ur-
Nind and his family in the act of taking part in the
building of the temple E-Ninnu to Ningirsu—the main
sacred edifice in Lagash!' He is also oceupied with
strengthening the wall of Lagash and in digging nu-
merous canals and reservoirs, clearly intended to regu-
Iate the annual overflow of the Euphrates and to direct
its waters into the fields. By the extension of this
eanal system, upon which the prosperity and growth of
the country so largely depended, he established his elaim
to being a ruler devoted to the welfare of his subjects.
Conditions changed soon after the death of Ur-Nini.
His sunceessor, Akurgal, appears to liave been troubled
again by the ﬂId-tlmﬁ rival and enemy to the north,
Unima, thongh the erisis is not reached until the days
of his son, Bannatom, e. 2920 .. The men of Umma
removed the stele set up by Mesilim, the king of Kish,
as the boundary between Lagash and Umma. This was
the signal for an outbreak that ended disastrously for
the distriet of which Umma was the centre. Eannatum
appeals to his god Ningirsu for help. Ningirsu appears
to Banmatum in a dream and promises vietory over the
enemy. Thus encouraged, Eannatum gathers his army
and sets out for the encounter. The result was a total
defeat of Umma, of whose warriors Eannatum assures
us that he slew thirty-six hundred."”®* The victory was
followed up by the pursuit of the fleeing army. BEan-
natum takes Umma by assault, sweeping all before him,
as he tells us, ““like a destruetive storm.”” In commem-
oration of the engagement he sets up a monument,'* on
which he depicts in vivid form the incidents of the

“ Bee Plate XLVI, Fig. 1.

* The number is under suspicion of being a round one, but
nevertheless it furnishes us with an indiestion of the numbers that
must have engaged in the struggle.

*See Plate XLVII and XLVIIT and the deseription of the
monument p, 887, seq.
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battle, The old boundary stone was again set up and
a new treaty made between Eannatum and Enakalli,
the suecessor of Ush, who probably perished in the
encounter. The district of Gu-eddin, wrongfully ap-
propriated by Umma, was restored and a tribute im-
posed. A large hooty was secured, and in commemora-
tion of the event shrines were erected on the frontier
to various deities,—to Eulil and his consort, Ninkhar-
sag, to Ningirsu and Utu (the sun-god) for their assist-
ance. A solemn oath was sworn by the two sides. “I
have sworn the oath,”" says Bannatum, **and the men
of Umma have sworn the oath to Eannatum, in the
name of Enlil, the king of heaven and earth, , . . If
at any time they shall deviate from this agreement, may
the great net of Enlil, in whose name they have sworn
this oath, overwhelm them.” The gods thus become
the active partners in the events of the day.

Iv

The events narrated on the remarkable monument
which a fortunate chance has in part preserved for us
are typical of the political history of the Euphratean
states in this early period, marked by a frequent shift-
ing of the particles in the political kaleidoseope, as a
consequence of which now the one, now the other of the
various rival states secures a temporary supremacy,
without, however, any permanent coalition into a united
empire. For the time being Lagash wields the baton
of authority, not only over the distriet of Umma, but
also over that of Kish, which appears to have sided with
Umma and whose king, Al-zu(?), was captured and
probably slain. Eannatum followed up his success by
other conquests, bringing a troublesome distriet, Opis,
in the north, into subjection, exercising supremacy over
Uruk, Ur, Larsa and other eentres of the south and even
extending his control to Elam on the east, beyond the
hounds proper of the Buphrates Valley, The successors

9



130 BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

of Bannatum, Enannatum I and Entemena, were able
to resist the attempt of Umma to throw off the yoke,
and they forced their own minions on the people as
patesis or governors of the district; they also kept Elam
in check, though not without a severe struggle. But they
seemed unable to prevent internal abuses from creeping
in, which undermined the very foundations of govern-
ment. The evidence for this is found in the inserip-
tions of a ruler, Urukagina (e. 2800 B.c.)," who tells
us of his efforts to resene the various classes of the
population—he names hoatmen, shepherds, fishermen
and farmers—from the priests, into whose clutehes they
had fallen. The temples had profited by the general
prosperity and become powerful commereial organiza-
tions which exercised a pressure on the land. Urukagina
goesso far as to accuse the priests of robbing the farmer
of the fruit of his labors, of imposing exorbitant taxes
on the fishermen, of taking bribes and of thwarting
justice in their capacity as the controllers of the courts
of law,

Urukagina puts an end to this shameful state of
affairs by sweeping the corrupt army of officials out
of office and by setting up a body of laws, regulating
the taxes and fees, protecting the helpless against ex-
tortion, providing against violent alienation of goods
or property. In his days divorces had been obtained
by means of bribes given to the officials, and even
divination had been carried on amidst similar abuses,
the exorbitant fee for the service being divided among
the patesi, his chief vizir and the priest. These matters
were also regulated and it is of special interest to note
that Urukagina’s new code did away with polyandry,
“*Women were formerly possessed by two men. Now
women in such a case will be thrown into the stream
(1).” Urukagina sums up the eontrast epigrammati-

3 Thuresu-Dangin, Sumerisch-Akkadische EKanigrinschriften,
pp. $4-5T.
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cally between former and present conditions by declar-
ing that ““formerly there was slavery, now freedom has
been established.”

The movement for reform, however, came too late,
as is often the case in history. The strength of the
country had been sapped, and in a long inseription
dating from Urukagina's reign, a seribe pathetically
records the violent acts of the old-time enemy, Umma,
in invading Lagash and destroying the sanetnaries
there and elsewhere.

Urukagina suffered the fate of so many reformers
in reaping the ingratitude of those whom he intended
to benefit. The priests no doubt secured the coiperation
of the nobles and officials in arousing opposition against
the endeavor of the king to deprive them of the benefits
they had so long enjoyed, and it is not impossible that
they may have stood in league with the enemy in order
to humiliate and overthrow their own ruler. At all
events Lugalzaggisi trinmphed over Lagash, reduced it
to a state of subserviency so that the rulers once more
beeame merely patesis, and succeeded in securing a
supremacy over the districts of which Nippur, Uruk,
Ur and Larsa were the centres. Indeed, if the state-
ment in a long inseription of his is to be taken literally
and not as a mere idle boast, he led his vietorious armies
to the Mediterranean, for he speaks of conquering the
lands from the lower sea of the Tigris and Euphrates
to the upper sea. He thus foreshadows the world-
conquest which became the ambition of the later Semitie
rulers of Babylonia and Assyria, and there is only one
other ruler in this earlier period with whom he is to be
compared, namely, Naram-Sin, whose reign we shall
take up presently.

The removal of Lungalzaggisi’s eapital from Umma
to Uruk points to the greater importance of the latter
centre, which is confirmed by the inseriptions of two
rulers, Lugal-ki-gub-niddu and Lugal-kisal-si, who call
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themselves kings of Urnk and kings of Ur."”® Uruk had
accordingly succeeded in uniting the important Su-
merian centre, Ur, to her dominion and Lugalzaggisi,
conquering the extreme south of the Euphrates Valley,
falls heir to the sovereignty exercised by Uruk, plac-
ing his title, **King of Uruk,’* before all others.

"

Had Lugalzaggisi sueceeded in maintaining the ex-
tensive kingdom organized by him, the entire course
of Babylonian history might have been changed. The
factor that blocked his path was the advance of the
power of the Semites in the land. Tt is significant that
in the long inseription on the votive vase from which
we have quoted and in which he sums up his achieve-
ments there is no mention of Kish. We have already
encountered the influence of this centre in the conflicts
between Lagash and Umma,™ and although Mesilim,
the king of Kish, who intervenes to fix the boundary
between these two rival states is not a Semite, there is
every reason to believe that as early as his day, ¢. 3100
#.c., Kish contained a considerable Semitic population,
serving perhaps as mercenaries in the army which three
centuries later had obtained the upper hand. In an
inseription ® which belongs to a period not far removed
from the time of Lugalzaggisi, we encounter a ruler
of Kish whose name, Enbi-Ishtar, leaves no doubt of
his being a Semite. We must assume that Kish had
recovered its position, for it is through a rnler of this
centre, Sargon I, that, according to a definite state-
ment,” Lugalzaggisi is overthrown after a reign of
twenty-five years, that is about 2675 B.c. With Sargon
we reach the period of a definite advance of the Semites.
The dynasty founded by him is Semitiec in character,

 Thurean-Dangin, Le., p. 156.

* Bea above, p, 127,

® Thureau-Dangin, Le., p. 152,

B Bee Pocbel, in Orienfalist. Litteraturzeitung, XV, Sp; 481, seq
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as is shown by the official language of the royal inserip-
tions, which is Akkadian, Sargon, to be sure, comes to
Kish as a conqueror. His starting-point is Agade or
Akkad, somewhat to the north, but the independence
of Kish is maintained, so that he calls himself inter-
changeably King of Kish and King of Akkad. A list
recently discovered ** assigns no less than twelve rulers
to this dynasty of Akkad, but owing to the defective
character of the tablet at this point, only the last six
names and the beginning of the first are clearly pre-
served so that we are left in doubt as to the balance.
Through other sources the gap can be partially filled
out, with the result that by the side of Sargon, the
founder, we must recognize another bearing a some-
what gimilar name, Sharganisharri, who in tradition
became confused with Shargani or Sargon® Both
must have been active conquerors, extending their
dominions beyond the Euphrates Valley, but it looks
as though the older were the more aggressive of the
two. He passes to the east and brings Elam under sub-
jection. In the north he conquers Subartu, an extensive
distriet later known from its capital Ashur as the land
of Ashur or Assyria, and which at this time was the
seat of a mixed population of Semitic tribes and of
Hittite groups. Pushing on to the northwest, he checks
the growing power of the Amorites—**the land of sun-
set in its totality’’—which indicates that he reached
the shores of the Mediterranean. A rebellion breaks
out towards the close of Sargon’s reign which, accord-

s= Publishied by Seheil, Comptes Rendus de 1'Acad. des Inserip-
tions, 1911, p. 606, seq., and Revue d'Assyriologie, IX, p. 69. Sea
Meyer, Geschichte, 1,2 (3d ed.), pp. H43-347, and the same author's
puper, Zur Eitesten Geschichte Babyloniens (Abhandl. 4. Kgl.
Preus. Akad. d. Wiss. Phil-Hist. Klasse, 1912, p. 1062, 3¢4.}.

22 Tha confusion was facilitated by the fact that the last element
of the longer name, sharri, meéans ‘‘king," so that Shargani-sharri,
meaning ' Sargon is king,'" could easily come to be looked upon as
embodying & statement of the soversignty of the older Sargon.
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ing to an official chronicle, he suppresses, but in which
it 18 more likely to assume he must have perished, for
his son tells us, at the begi g of a long inseription,
of a general uprising of all lands eonquered by Sargon.
The name of the son is broken out, but we can definitely
say that it was a ruler whose name can be read Urn-
mush or Rimush, with a preference in favor of the
latter® Rimush elaims to have been successful in
overcoming his enemies who were led by an Elamite,
Abalgamash, There is no reason to question the sub-
stantial aceuracy of his narrative, but it is significant
that he calls himself King of Kish and not of Akkad.
The conclusion to be drawn is that Kish became the
capital and remained so in the days of his son Manish-
tusu, who also boasts of his conquests. It must have
been difficult, however, for Rimush and Manishtusu to
maintain their position. The former we know, from
other sources, was put to death by a conspiracy hatehed
among the members of his court, while Manishiusu tells
us of a confederation of thirty-two cities formed
against him. Such facts point to disturbed internal
conditions and to frequent combinations on the part
of the conquered distriets of the Euphrates Valley with
the help of Elam to throw off the yoke of the Semitic
rulers, abetted probably by a rivalry between Akkad
and Kish for the privilege of being the capital of the
new kingdom. An interesting trace of this rivalry is
to be found in a most remarkable monument of the
days of Manishtusu, a large obelisk of diorite, deserib-
ing in detail the purchase of enormous tracts of lands
in Kish and its environment on which to settle citizens
of Akkad.® The names of eighty-seven overseers of
certain tracts acquired by the ruler are given; they are

 Pirst suggested by Hrozny ( Wiener Zeitschrift fiir die Kunde
des Morgenlandes, vol. xxiil, pp. 192, seq. and xxvi, pp. 152).

* Published by Scheil, Ddlégation en Perse, Miémoires, 11, pp. 1-
52. The monument is 414 feet high snd is closely inscribed on
four sides,
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removed by Manishtusu to other places, while in their
place he appoints forty-nine new officials whom he
calls “citizens of Akkad."” Their followers take the
place of the 1564 laborers employed by the older over-
seers and who are likewise sent elsewhere., Evidently
Manishtusu was engaged in a deliberate policy of send-
ing from Akkad as a disturbing centre portions of the
population through offering them attractive posts in
Kish and surrounding sites, where they could be kept
under surveillance. We are reminded of the similar
policy of deportation practised by Assyrian and Baby-
lonian kings many centuries later, and which led to the
transfer of large numbers of Hebrews, after the fall
of SBamaria and Jerusalem, to various sites on the
Euphrates and Tigris.®

VI

The upshot of the activity of three rulers of un-
usual aggressiveness, Sargon, Rimush and Manishtusu,
was a most striking advance of Semitic influence
throughout the Euphrates Valley—an influence that be-
came a permanent factor in the further development of
politiecal affairs. The Semitic rulers of Akkad and
Kish took up the poliey of extending in all directions
their dominions left them as a legacy by Lugalzaggisi,
but this ambition overvaulting itself became a source
of weakness instead of strength. Manishtusu sueceeds
in keeping Elam under subjection and gives evidence
of his control by dedicating a statue of himself to an
Elamite god Naruti,* but under his successor, Shar-
ganisharri, we find the Elamites strong enough to make
an invasion of the Euphrates Valley, advancing as far
as Opis, not far from Akkad, where they received a
check. Uruk heads a coalition of Sumerian forees
which was likewise repulsed. Under Naram-Sin, the
son of Sharganisharri, this disturbed condition reaches

* IT Kings 17, 6; 24, 12-16,

¥ The bust of the statue was found at Suss, See Plate XXTII,
Fig. 2.
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its elimax, for he speaks of eombinations of nine rulers
and even of seventeen kings against him. No doubt he
exaggerates when he deelares that he faced an army
of 90,000 men drawn up against him, and yet triumphal
monuments of his reign, including one found far up in
the north, not far from the source of the Tigris,® leave
no doubt of his far surpassing his father in military ex-
peditions in all directions—against Elam in the east,
against Subartu in the north, and the mountainous
borders in the northeast, as well as against regions lying
far to northwest and southwest. He thus merited, by
his achievements, the proud title of **King of the Four
Quarters,”” which was equivalent to *‘King of the Uni-
verse,”’ borne later by the Assyrian monarchs. Narim-
Sin appears indeed to have surpassed all of his pre-
decessors in opening up new fields of conquest, partieu-
larly to the northeast and to the southwest. His father
had crossed arms with a strong mountainous group
known as the Guti, and succeeded in ecapturing their
king, Sharlak. It was left to the son, however, to fol-
low up this movement by more systematic endeavors
and on a larger seale to bring various of the groups in
these distant, forbidding regions, so diffienlt of access,
to subjection. On a monument, noteworthy also as one
of the finest specimens of the older Babylonian art,
Naram-Sin gives a vivid picture of his triumph over
the Lulubsans and other peoples in the Zagros range.™
No less significant was his expedition to Magan, a dis-
tant land whence diorite was brought in large quan-
tities for the manufacture of statues and large vessels.
Oceurring frequently by the side of Melucha, Magan
and Melucha are probably designations of distriets
along the eastern coast of Arabia and the western coast

= At Pir Hussein. Ses Flate L, Pig. 2, ind King, Hislory of
Sumer and Akkad, p. 244.

3 8aa Plate L, Fig. 1. The monument was found at Susa, whither
it was earried as g trophy in the eleventh eentury, as the others
mentioned above, p. 113 ’

¥ A
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of Africa. To have proceeded to such distant climes was
an achievement hitherto without parallel. We thus
obtain a view of the strength unfolded at this early
period by the Semitic settlements of the Euphrates Val-
ley which makes the achievements of the Sumerians,
even of a Lugalzaggisi, dwindle into comparative
insignificance.

It would seem, however, that a decline began soon
after the death of Narim-Sin, who appears to have been
succeeded by a second Sharganisharri, of whom we, to
be sure, know nothing. A period of internal disturb-
ances sets in, marked by a succession of four rulers
within three years, so that, as the recently discovered
list of dynasties puts it, one could not tell *““who was
king and who was not king.””* Tt is Uruk, the Su-
merian centre which Lugalzaggisi raised to its highest
glory, that succeeds in overthrowing the dynasty of
Akkad after an existence of 197 years. We may fix
this event approximately in the year 2475 B.c.

The overthrow of so powerful a dynasty as that of
Akkad mmst have affected the entire country; it was a
signal for the older, once independent centres, to assert
themselves. Among these centres we find Lagash profit-
ing to a special degree by the growing weakness of
Akkad, for there must have been preliminary symptoms
of decay before the final catastrophe set in. Among the
most remarkable monuments found at Lagash are nine
diorite statues of a ruler,*! Gudea, who, although he still
retains the title of patesi, appears to have been entirvely
independent. Inseriptions in large numbers on the
statues in question, on two large clay barrels and on
votive objects confirm the power wielded by Gudea,
whose emissaries are sent to the morth and south to
obtain wood and stone for his buildings and works of
art with which he embellishes his seat of residence. He

# Bee Poebel’s ingenions interpretation of the text (Oriental.
Litteraturzeitung, XV, Sp. 481).
= Ahove, p. 41. See Plate XIII and Plate XIT, Fig, 2,
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does not, indeed, lay claim to the control of lands out-
gide of his distriet, but it is significant that he has access
to them. The only war in which he engages is a conflict
against Elam which ends in vietory and a large booty
for Gudea. This booty is promptly dedicated to his
god, Ningirsu, and deposited in the temple, E-Ninnu,
at Lagash, to the enlargement of which he devoted his
chief energy. Gudea’s date can be approximately fixed
at e. 2450 B.c. With him Lagash rises to new splendor,
thongh the way is paved in a measure by his predeces-
sor, Ur-Bau, from whose reign we have a number of
monuments testifving to the growing power of the dis-
triet ruled by Ur-Bau while still owing nominal allegi-
ance to Akkad. Whether Uruk at the time that it
became the heir of Akkad succeeded in securing con-
trol of Lagash is uncertain, but with the coming of
an invasion from the north, the glory of Lagash
vanishes again as suddenly as it reached its climax
under Gudea.

The regions to the north and particularly those
groups in the mountainous distriet of the upper seetion
of the Tigris not only regained their independence as
the dynasty of Akkad approached its close, but one of
these groups, the Guti, took their revenge for the humil-
iation inflicted upon them by Sharganisharri and
Narim-Sin by making an incursion into the Euphrates
Valley. For a period of about fifty years a Guti dy-
nasty actually occupied the throne, presumably choos-
ing Uruk as the seat of residence. Such, then, was the
sad result of the conflict between Sumerians and
Semites for control on the one hand and of the am-
bitious efforts on the other, inaugurated by Lugalzag-
gisi and continued by Sargom, Sharganisharri and
Narim-Sin to pass beyond the natural confines of the
Euphrates Valley. The terror aroused by this northern
foe, sweeping down upon the eultivated cities of the
plain from their mountain homes with all the violence
of an elemental force, must have been extreme, Utuche-
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gal, who succeeds in driving the Guti out of the eoun-

32 grives us a vivid picture of the ravages committed.
He ealls the Guti ““the dragon of the mountains, the
enemy of the gods,’ and deseribes how they tore the
wives away from their husbands, robbing parents of
their children and spreading devastation on all sides.
Such invasions of semi-barbarous groups from the
northwest and northeast were destined to repeat them-
selves frequently in the course of Babylonian-Assyrian
history and inflicted a serious check to the advance of
the Euphratean culture, though on the other hand
they lead fierce tribes to take on at least a veneer of
culture through contact with a higher ecivilization.™
Tribute was no doubt exacted from the conquered
groups, and relationships were maintained with Magan
and Melucha to the extent of procuring stones and
metals from these rich districts; but the control over
such sections as Subartu and the more distant settle-
ments of the Amorites eould at most have been nominal.
The more direct result was the check given to the ad-
vance of the Semites, and another period of 250 years
elapsed before the latter were strong enough again to
risk a passage of arms with the Sumerians,

VII

With the temporary eclipse of the power of the
Semites, the old-time rivalry between the Sumerian
states, which we have seen was typieal of conditions
prevailing until the days of Lugalzaggisi, again sets in.

%2 See the important inseription of this ruler published with a
translation snd commentary by Thuresn-Dangin in the Revie °
d' A ssyriologis, IX, pp. 114-120,

" We have an Akkadian inseription of Lasirab, King of the
Guti (Thureau-Dangin, Sumerisch-Akkadische Kimigsinschriften,
p. 170}, of Erridupizir, who ealls himself **King of Guti, King of
the four quarters’’ (Hilprecht, Earliest Vermon of the Deluge,
p. 20, seq.) and of Anubanini, King of the Lulubi (Thureau-
Dangin, lLe., p. 172).
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Ur which had been forced to play a secondary role
in the combination with Uruk reasserts itself, and about
thirty years after Utuchegal’s accession Urengur sue-
ceeds (e, 2450 p.c.) in making Ur onee more the capital
of a united Sumerian kingdom. For 119 years this
dynasty maintained ifself and the orderly succession
of its five rulers from father to son—Urengur, Dungi,
Pursin, Gimilsin and Ibisin—bears witness to the
tranquil conditions which these rulers established. The
same testimony is borne by the large number of busi-
ness documents* that we have of this period which
give evidence of an extensive commercial activity that
goes hand in hand with political stability, while the
dates attached to these documents, the years being still
marked in this period by important events,® likewise
show that the rulers were able to devote themselves
chiefly to works of peace, such as the rebuilding of
walls or of temples o the chief deities in a variety of
centres, Nippur, Eridu, Uruk, Larsa, Lagash and above
all in Ur, and in otherwise improving and embellishing
these and other cities and towns. Oeceasionally Elam
to the east gives the rulers of Ur trouble, but far more
serions was the menace from the distant north. Dungi,
the second ruler of the dynasty, undertakes no less than
nine campaigns against the land of Sumuru and Lu-
Jubi. These groups show the same resistance to a for-
eign yoke that formerly characterized the Guti, of
whom we hear nothing during the period of the Ur
dynasty and who, while unable to stand up against
better disciplined forces, rebelled again and again as
the opportunity offered.

We do not as yet know the eircumstances as a con-
sequence of which the Ur dynasty came to an end,
through the capture of its last representative, Ibisin,

4 8ee Legrain, Les Temps dis Bois d'Ur (Paris, 1912).

% The dating of years by the reign of rulers is not introduced
until the time of the Cassite dynasty in the eighteenth century,
Sea below, pp. 156 and 351,
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by the Elamites, ¢. 2330 5.0. Presumably, a combina-
tion of various centres was formed which did not hesi-
tate to call in the assistance of the common enemy to
the east, Between the dynasty of Akkad and that of
Ur, Elam had enjoyed a short era of independence
during which one of her rulers, Basha-Shushinak, actu-
ally lays claim to the control of the “*four quarters.”
It is not impossible that the Elamites were aided by
Semites, whose influence, at all events, must have been
considerable in this district, for we find the rulers
using Akkadian instead of their own language in official
inseriptions, and for a mumber of centuries business
documents are also couched in Akkadian, though about
the middle of the second millennium before this era a
reaction sets in which leads to the reintroduction of the
Elamite speech. Towards the close of the Ur dynasty
there are indications of a reassertion of power in Elam
which led to open hostilities and the overthrow of the
Ur dynasty. In place of the latter centre, we find Isin
the seat of a dynasty which maintained itself for 225
years (e 2350-2125 B.0.), though its rulers content
themselves with the title of “King of Sumer and Ak-
kad" and were unable to prevent the simultaneous rise
of an independent, smaller monarchy in Larsa which
outlived that of Isin and whose rulers maintained
themselves till 2090 B.c.,, when its last representative,
Rim-8in, was forced to yield to the great conqueror
Hammurapi** The kings of Larsa also exercised con-
trol over Ur, sometimes designating themselves as kings
of Ur, but more frequently as patrons. These rival
dynasties of Isin and Larsa must often have been in
conflict with each other, but unfortunately the century
and a half following the overthrow of Ur is one for
which few historical documents have as yet been found.
Urik also appears to have had a number of independ-
ent rulers, until a ruler, Rim-Sin, of Elamitie origin
obtains eontrol of Larsa, and thence as a centre both

* Bee below, p. 146
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overthrows Urnk and puts an end to the Isin dynasty.
The period was therefore one in which the centralizing
tendency of former days was considerably weakened
and a gradual return to the conditions prevailing be-
fore the time of Lugalzaggisi is brought about.

The rulers of Isin apart from their inability to
retain eontrol of important centres in the Euphrates
Valley were menaced chiefly from two sides—from the
east through the formation of a new Elamitic state in
the distriet of Eamutbal (or Jamutbal), the borderland
to the east of the Tigris, and from the north through
the rise of an Amorite dynasty which established itself
in the city of Babylon e, 2225 B.c., not long after the
death of the usurper Amel-Ninib (c. 2256-2228 B.c.),
and controlled northern Babylonia. The formation of
an independent Elamitic state on the border between
Babylonia and Elam proper is another indication both
of the weakness of the Isin dynasty and of the inability
of the eentral Elamitic power with its seat in the cap-
ital, Susa, to maintain the integrity of the empire.”
From Ashurbanapal’s inseriptions we know that he
recaptured a statue of the goddess Nani, of Uruk,
which he says the Elamites had earried away as a
trophy 1635 years ago,™ which brings us to the year
92980 or, according to a variant, 1535 years, which would
be equivalent to 2180, He names as the Elamite ruler
who plundered the temples of the Euphrates Valley,
Kudurnanchundi, and since we know of a ruler of
Emuthal, Kudurmabug, containing the same element,
Kudur, it is quite possible that Kudurnanchundi be-
longs to the Emutbal dynasty rather than to one which
reigned in Susa. If this be so, the lower date is prob-
ably the more correct of the two, for shortly after
2180 B.c., we find Kudurmabug as ruler of Emutbal

i Qe further on the relationship between this central kingdom
of Elam and the rulers of Emutbal, Meyer, Geschichte des Alter-
tums, 1, 2, p. 601-6035.

* Rawlinson, ¥, PL 6, 107, with paralle] passages
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(e 2150 B.c.) actively interfering in the affairs of the
Buphrates Valley; he rescues Larsa out of the hands
of a certain Mutiabal and places his own son Aradsin
in control® This date is coequal with the beginning
of the reign of the last ruler of the Isin dynasty and
we have seen that the last sixty years of this period
were marked by internal disturbances. After a reign
of twelve years Aradsin is succeeded by his brother,
Rim-Sin. During the reign of these two sons of Ko-
durmabug, Elamitie influences must have been para-
mount. They no doubt kept close relations with
Emutbal, which at this period exercised a sway over
the old kingdom of Elam, with its capital at Susa,
whose rulers became vassals of the kings of Emutbal.

VIIL

The Sumerian domination of the Euphrates Valley
thus comes to an end. An entirely new gituation had
been created by this astonishing aggressiveness of
Elamitie chieftains. Instead of Sumerians and Ak-
kadians, we have Amorites and Elamites preparing for
a final test of arms.

Chronological lists at our disposal reveal a series of
eleven rulers with their seat in Babylon and whose
reigns can now be approximately fixed as extending
from e¢. 2225 to 1926 B.c. The first of these rulers is
Sumuabu, the form of whose name is Semitie, but of a
quite different formation from the Akkadian names.
The same is the case with the names of other rulers of
this dynasty like Sumulailu, Sabu, Hammurapi; in fact
all but two—Apil-Sin and Sin-muballit **—are dis-
tinetly foreign. Those bearing these names, therefore,
represent part of an immigration into the Euphrates

s Qee his votive inseription to Nergal published by Thureau-
Dangin (Revne d’Assyriologie, IX, pp. 121-124).

* Signifying ‘‘Son of the god Sin'' and ‘‘Sin gives life""—
gepuine Akkadian names.
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Valley, and there is more than sufficient evidence to
show that the new settlers came from the northwest—
the large and not sharply defined distriet known as
Amurru, the land of the Amorites. In fact the rulers
in question speak of themselves and of their subjects
as Amorites** The Semitie character of these Amorites
is as pronounced as that of the earlier Semitic settlers
in the Euphrates Valley, if not indeed more so since
they had not been obliged to submit to an assimilating
process with Sumerians and other non-Semites. Once
in the country, however, they adopt the langnage, cult
and eustoms of the Akkadians, and only in their names
and in retaining the habit of the Semitic Bedouins of
shaving the upper lip do they reveal externally a trace
of their foreign origin. We do not know the special eir-
cumstances under which these Amorites entered Baby-
Jonia, Migrations into the Euphrates Valley on a larger
or smaller scale were probably going on at all times,
particularly from the northwest, whence Bedouin tribes
could easily pass along the eourse of the Euphrates into
the south,

The Akkadians themselves probably did not wel-
come these constant accessions from the north and
northwest, and conflicts ensued which must sometimes
have ended disastrously for the invaders, though they
generally led to a coalition. That appears to have been
the case with the Amorites, who, entering the country
at a time when the Akkadians were forced to submit
once more to Sumerian supremacy, were probably aided
by their fellow Semites in the endeavor to re-establish
the power of the Semites in the northern part of the
Valley, which from the time of the dynasty of Agade
becomes definitely known as Akkad, in contrast to
Sumer as the designation of the gsouth. The Amorites
established themselves in the eity of Babylon, which,
situated somewhat to the south of Agade, had already
in the days of the Akkad dynasty begun to aequire

1 See Meyer, Geschichte des Altertums, T, 2, p. 615, note,
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some importance. These Amorite rulers succeeded in
uniting the Semitie population of the north under their
banners, Sumuabu controls the old Semitic centre,
Kish; his dominion reaches to Dilbat to the south of
Babylon, but he makes no effort to encroach on Sumer.
Indeed, he appears to have had some trouble in con-
trolling all of Akkad, for we learn of an expedition
against Kasallu to the north of Kish which refused
to submit to Sunmabu’s dominion and which is there-
fore destroyed by him. The patesi of Ashur—the old
capital of Assyrin—Ilushuma, also makes an attack
on Sumuabu, which is significant as foreshadowing the
rivalry between the two Semitie kingdoms of Meso-
potamia, that of Babylonia in the south and of Assyria
in the north. After a rule of eleven years, Sumuabn
iz sueceeded by Sumulailu, whose long reign of thirty-
gix years (e. 2211-2176 B.c.) was largely devoted to
strengthening the newly established kingdom and to
overcoming rivals who appeared on various sides. It
was not until near the elose of his reign that Sumulailu
sneceeded in overcoming his foes and rivals, and in
establishing himself as ruler of the entire north. He
is the real founder of the dynasty of Babylon whose
name is celebrated as sueh by his suceessors. His sue-
cessors, to be sure, still had diffienlties to contend with.
Rebellions broke out here and there, but were sup-
pressed aparently with increasingly less effort, so that
the strength of the kingdom was well maintained.

The time was approaching for the supreme test of
this strength in passages of arms with the Elamitie
rulers who, as we have seen, had obtained the mastery
of Sumer, The kings of Babylon were unable to pre-
vent the aggressiveness of Kudurmabug and his two
gons, Aradsin and Rim-Sin, whom he had placed on the
throne of Larsa. It may be, indeed, that they abetted
Elam in its endeavors to erush the Sumerians. The
geventeenth year of Sin-muballit’s reign, corresponding
to about 2126 B.C., is entered in business documents as

10
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the one in which TIsin was captured. This, we know,
was the work of Rim-Sin and not of Sin-muballit, but
if the event is recognized in Babylon as a basis for the
official dating of doecuments, it is tempting to
that Sin-muballit was in some measure involved in the
overthrow of the Isin dynasty.* He certainly appears
to have taken advantage of disturbed conditions in the
south by making an attack on Ur, which was recorded
as having been successful*® But if a coalition between
Sin-muballit and Rim-Sin existed, it must soon have
becomne apparent that it could not last. When two
aggressive kingdoms are brought face to face, it is only
a question of time before hostilities between the two
will break out. There was no room for both Amorites
and Elamites. The one or the other had to yield.
Within two years after the end of the Isin dynasty,
Sin-muballit dies and iz suceeeded (e. 2123 B.0.) by his
son, Hammurapi, who so amply merits the title of
**Great.”” He at once inangurates an aggressive poliey
which brings city after city into his control. In 2117 he
succeeds in wresting Uruk and Isin from the Elamites
and follows up his advantage by moving against the
Elamitic border state Emutbal in the following year.
A number of years passed, however, before the great
conqueror suceeeded in eapturing Ur and Larsa and
in bringing the booty to Babylon. Emutbal beeame
a provinee of the Amorite kingdom in 2090 B.c., and in
another year all Sumer acknowledged Hammurapi’s
supremacy. During the last nine years of his reign
he displayed the same energy in promoting works of
peace, enlarging the canal system, and furnishing Uruk
and other cities with an abundant water supply. He

“ Sin-muballit did not go so far as to sctuslly elaim that he
put an end to the Isin dynasty, and it is noticesble that in busi-
ness documents for the seventeenth year, there is an alternative
dating of a totally different eharacter. See Schorr, Altbabylonische
Hechisurkunden, p. 585,

4 See the date for the eighteenth year {Schorr, Le.).
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restores the temples in Larsa, Eridu, Lagash, Khallab,
Cuthah, and Adab, which had suffered during the pro-
longed period of the wars; he is equally concerned for
the old eentres of the north, such as Opis and Kish.
Naturally his chief coneern is for his capital, Bahylon,
and next to this for the neighboring Borsippa and for
Sippar, which remains in specially close touch with
Babylon. The chief cities of Assyria, Ashur and
Nineveh, ineluded in his empire, are also the objects of
his eare. His aim is evidently to establish a permanent
union between the Semitic and the non-Semitic ele-
ments of the population of Sumer and Akkad. The
old Sumerian centres, Eridu, Nippur, Ur, Uruk and
Larsa, retain their position in the religious organiza-
tion, though henceforth deprived of political impor-
tance. Both languages, Sumerian and Akkadian, are
recognized as official. Documents are not infrequently
set up in both languages, though in the cult the Su-
merian continues for some time to oecupy the first
place. Hammurapi crowns his career by a codification
and formal promulgation of the laws which were to
gerve as the basis of legal decisions and according to
which justice was to be dealt out. Already at the be-
ginning of his reign he emphasizes his aim to establish
justice in his dominions, so that, in a measure, his
famous code—discovered at Busa in 1901, whither it
had been carried as a trophy of war by the Elamites in
the twelfth century **—is one of his earliest works, but
gince it was not promulgated until the close of his
career, after he had finished his long series of wars and
had succeeded in uniting all of Babylonia, as we may
from now on designate the country brought under a
single rule, it represents, as it were, his last testament
—the monument of his career, which was of a more
enduring character than any of his other achievements
in war or in peace.*®
# Bee gbove, p. 113, note 88,
# See an anulysis of the eode in Chapter VI.
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IX

Hammurapi's reign thus ecloses an epoch in the
history of the country and marks the beginning of a
new age. The prolonged struggle between Sumerians
and Akkadians ends in the definite supremacy of the
latter, reinforced by the Amorites. Babylonia as a
united empire with Semitie rulers on the throne arises
out of the issue to become a dominant factor in the
world’s history. The Akkadian language replaces the
Sumerian as the popular speech and becomes also the
official medinm, although for the present it did not
drive the Sumerian entirely out of use.

A survey of the history such as we have attempted
up to the days of Hammurapi makes it perfectly clear
why the culture of Babylonia and therefore also that
of Assyria is essentially a mixed produet, due to the
long-continued process of alternating conflict and as-
gimilation between the Semitic and non-Semitie ele-
ments of the population. If the Semites come out of
this eonflict as the conquerors, they nevertheless have
absorbed muech of the Sumerian culture; in faet, the
ability to combine these foreign elements—the seript,
the religions beliefs, the rites, the military organiza-
tion and other features—with their own points of view
and contributions to civilization is to be accounted as
an important factor in leading to their ultimate
trinmph. From the time of Hammurapi, we may
drop all distinetions of Sumer and Akkad and speak of
the Sumero-Akkadian kingdom, or more briefly Baby-
lonia, sinee Babylon as the political eentre now assumes
a fundamental importance.

A centralizing tendency in religion also sets in, as
we shall have occasion to point out in the following
chapter, leading to heaping on Marduk, as the god of
the city of Babylon, the powers and attributes of all
the ehief gods, the patrons of the old centres in the
south and north. Babylon and Marduk become the
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dominating factors in the historical and religious for-
tunes of the country; and in view of the wide scope
of religion in ancient civilizations, the two factors also
that condition the further steps in the unfolding of
the culture of both Babylonia and Assyria.

b.

Tt was no easy task for even so great a ruler such as
Hammurapi was to hold a vast empire together. The
only hope lay in bringing about an assimilation of the
population to the extent at least of ereating a feeling
of national pride as the basis for the maintenance of the
political integrity of the realm. Such a policy, how-
ever, had its distinct limitations, Sumer and Akkad
could be brought together in this way. Assyria in the
north was still too weak to offer serious resistance, but
these conditions did not apply to districts beyond As-
gyria to the north and northeast—the land of the Gruti,
TLullubi and other groups of whom, in fact, we hear
nothing during the period of the dynasty of Babylon,
while Klam to the East, chafing under the humiliat-
ing yoke, merely waited for a favorable opportunity
to again reassert herself,

The opportunity eame not many years after the
death of Hammurapi, in 2081 .c. The same Rim-Sin
who overthrew Isin, and who was himself obliged, after
a long and desperate struggle, to yield to Hammurapi,
once more became active despite his advanced years*
After his defeat by Hammurapi, he appears to have
returned into the mountain regions bordering on Elam
and there gathered recruits for a fresh attack. We
hear in the days of Samsuiluna, the son and successor
of Hammurapi, of a new group, the Cassites, who were
destined to become the controlling element in Baby-
lonia. The origin of these Cassites is still involved in

“® Acsuming that he was a very yvoung man at his conquest of
1sin in 2126 B.C., he must have been almost eighty years old when he
sgain makes the attempt to regain his lost prestige.
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considerable doubt.* They were a people of mountain-
eers, semi-barbarous, but eapable of rapidly absorbing
the elements of the higher eivilization with which they
came in contact in Elam and subsequently in Babylonia,
The ninth year of Samsuiluna, that is 2071 B.c., records
a conflict with the “Qassite hordes™ which stands in
connection with the events of the following year, in
which Samsuiluna is at war with Emutbal, Ur, Urnk
and Isin. In the same year we find Rim-Sin in pos-
session of Upi (or Opis), the old border city in the
extreme morth of Babylonia, and assuming with the
consent of the chief goddess of Upi, Ninmakh, the title
of king *“over the whole land.” Clearly Rim-Sin had
sueceeded in rallying to his side the distriets in the
south over which he formerly ruled as well as Emut-
bal. The army which he gathered must have been rein-
foreed by the Cassite hosts, aiding him to march across
the road leading from Ecbatana to Babylon, along
which lay Upi as an important strategic point. The
effort of Rim-Sin and his allies, however, failed, and
Rim-Sin appears to have perished in the flames of his
own palace. Samsuiluna took his revenge on Ur and
Uruk by destroying the walls of these two ancient
centres.

For all that, he could not prevent frequent upris-
ings in various parts of Babylonia, nor the constitution
of a rival state in the marshy districts of the extreme
south, spoken of in the inseriptions as the *‘sea land.”
Here we find Tlumailu establishing himself as king,
¢. 2070 B.0., and giving considerable trouble to Samsui-
luna (2080-2043 B.C.) and to his son and suecessor,
Abeshu (2042-2015 8.0.). The rulers of the “*sea land™
who maintained their independence during the re-
mainder of the period of the first dynasty of Babylon
were probably not Semites, despite the Semitie forma-
tion of their names, We may see in them the last faint
and desperate efforts of Sumerians, driven into the

4" See Mever, Geschichte des Alfortums 1, 2, p, 652, seq.
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waste lands of the south, difficult of aceess, to assert
themselves. Though for the greater part obliged to
limit their jurisdiction to a small strip bordering on
the Persian Gulf—the portion of Babylonia that sub-
sequently became known as Chaldea—the successors of
Tlumailu, of whom we know no less than ten, made
incursions from time to time, in the hope of regaining
at least the old capital Isin—the last stronghold, as
we have seen, of the opponents of the dynasty of
Babylon. For a short time, indeed, Damikilishu IT—
adopting the name of the last ruler of the Isin dynasty
—succeeds in this aim. He occupies the city and re-
builds the wall, but, about 1988 B.c., we have the record
that Ammiditana (e. 2014-1978 B.c.), the son of Abeshu,
destroyed this wall, which naturally involved the eap-
ture of the place. The two successors of Ammiditana
appear to have kept the rival kings in check, but in the
year 1926 B.c., a strange occurrence brings the dynasty
of Babylon to a sudden end. This was an invasion of
the Hittites, with whom a new and entirely unexpected
factor enters into Babylonian history. These Hittites
come from the northwest, from the Taurus range and
beyond.* The name Khatti given to them appears
to be one that acquired a very wide and general signifi-
cance and included a variety of groups, of whom the
Mitanni in northwestern Mesopotamia represent a sub-
division. The centre, however, of Hittite dominion was
in the interior of Asia Minor, stretching at an early
time up to the shores of the Caspian Sea. Here we
find a powerful kingdom established which in the fif-
teenth eentury is able to oppose an active resistance
against the attempts of Egyptian rulers to bring north-
ern Syria under their control. The entire region from
northern Syria to Boghaz-Keui, near the Black Sea,
is covered with mounds containing remains of Hittite
palaces and forts which, while showing the decided
= See Garstang, Land of the Hittites (London, 1910), snd Ed.
Meyer, Reich und Kultur der Chefiter { Berlin, 1914) ; also above,
p. 116
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influence of Babylonian and Assyrian models,* have yet
distinetive features which justify us in speaking of
the Hittites as a unit, thongh it must always be borne
in mind that the term is merely a convenient one for
massing together a number of groups that combined to
form powerful kingdoms in central and northern Asia
Minor, and then, pressing sonthwards, established a
pumber of independent states in northern Syria be-
tween the Euphrates and the Taurus range and prob-
ably also in the Zagros range, while offshoots proceeded
still further south and, entering Palestine proper, be-
ecame an element of the very mixed population of that
region. Hittite groups thus covered an enormous area
and it is not surprising, therefore, to find a contingent,
attracted by the culture of Babylonia, passing into this
region in the hope of establishing themselves there.
The Hittites swooped down upon Babylonia and, tak-
ing advantage of weakened conditions through the con-
staut attacks from the rival kingdom in the **sea land,”
which had to be repulsed, actually sueceeded in over-
throwing Samsuditana in the year 1926 B.o. The attack
was probably undertaken as a plundering raid, to which
an open country like the Euphrates Valley was fre-
quently subject, but for the time being with the result
of actually placing a Hittite chieftain on the throne of
Babylon. How long the Hittites remained in control
we do not know, as in genmeral our knowledge of the
closing years of the dynasty of Babylon is still very
defective, while with the downfall of this dynasty a
gap of a most serious character ensues which stretches
over the sueceeding centuries,

XI
Until a short time ago it seemed possible to join a
short Hittite occupaney of Babylonia directly on to the
conquest of the land by the Cassites, whose first en-

" Sep Plate LIV, Fig. 1, for specimen of Hittite art, showing
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counters with the kings of Babylon, i will be reealled,
took place in the reign of Samsuiluna, This is, now
that a more definite basis for dating the reigns of the
rulers of the Babylon dynasty has been secured,” not
easily possible, indeed one may say out of the question.
As a makeshift it is assumed that the rulers of the “*sea
land? availed themselves of the disturbed condition of
affairs through the invasion of the Hittites and sue-
ceeded not only in gaining eontrol of Isin and the land
of Sumer in general, but also of Akkad, and ruled as
kings of Sumer and Akkad for a period of about 150
years, There are some indieations pointing in this
direction. Until, however, further documents for this
period shall be fortheoming, we cannot trace the course
of events which led (e. 1760 B.c.) fo the conquest of the
entire country by the Cassites. All that may safely be
inferred is that the interval (e. 1926-1760 B.C.) between
the invasion of the Hittites and the establishment of a
dynasty of Cassite rulers who maintained themselves
on the throne for more than half a millennium must
have been marked by unrest, by frequent shiftings of
the political kaleidoscope and by internal disturbances
during which there was in many respects a reversion to
earlier conditions when Sumer and Akkad were hope-
lessly divided up into a considerable number of in-
dependent little states.
XIT

The Cassites did not remain idle during this inter-
val. While originally perhaps serving merely as mer-
cenaries in the army of Rim-Sin, they must soon after
his death have obtained a position of mastery in the
border state of Emutbal. From this point of vantage
they would be apt to make incursions into the
FEuphrates Valley and if we were better informed re-
garding this period, we would probably find them hold-

= By Kugler, Sternkunde und Sterndienst in Babel, 11, 2, Heft I,
p. 257, seq., on the basis of notices in astrological texts.
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ing portions of the land in their control. Elam proper
must also have been affected by the proximity of these
warlike hordes. It does not appear to have ever actu-
ally fallen into the hands of the (assites, though in
default of documents we cannot be certain of this.

The Babylonian Chroniclers name Gandash as the
first Cassite uler who lays claim to titles emphasizing
control of Babylonia. In fact he calls himself in an
inscription that has been preserved in a late copy,*
#King of the Four Regions, King of Sumer and Akkad,
King of Babylon,” from which we are permitted to
conclude that he asserted his complete succession to
the dynasty of Babylon, but it does not of course fol-
low that he was the first Cassite who sueceeded in gain-
ing the supremacy over any portion of the Euphrates
Valley., Predecessors of Gandash for many genera-
tions back may have had parts of Sumer or Akkad in
their possession, dividing the authority with the rulers
of the “sea land.”” All therefore that is to be con-
cluded from the official recognition of Gandash as the
first Tuler of the Cassite dynasty is that with him the
interference of the Cassites in the political fortunes of
the Euphrates Valley assumes a new and more definite
phase. For about forty years the rulers of the “sea
land,” no doubt driven back to their limited marshy dis-
triet in the south, were able to maintain themselves
until about 1720 B.c., when their rule was practically
brought to an end by Ulamburiash, the Cassite who
calls himself the brother of Kashtiliash 1.

A strange issue indeed of the long continued con-
flicts between Sumerians and Akkadians that after such
various vicissitudes in which Semitic influences steadily
gained the mastery, the prize should have been snatched
out of the hands of the two rivals by a foreign power,
and one that represented a far lower level of culture.
The Qassites indeed brought little with them that eould

u Winekler, Untersuchungen sur Allorientalischen Geschichte,
pp. 34 and 156,
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he regarded as an addition to the eivilization which they
assimilated unless it be the horse, which appears to
have been introduced by them,” as better adapted than
the ass for purposes of war—particularly for drawing
chariots across mountain regions. Indeed many cen-
turies lapsed before it became customary to use the
horse also as a riding animal as we find it on the monu-
ments of Assyrian kings. The Cassites appear to
have adopted the civilization of Babylonia in a sur-
prisingly short time; they retain the names of the chief
deities worshipped by them® but assimilated them to
figures of the Babylonian pantheon, to whom they bore
a resemblance.™

A civilization having reached a certain point does
not stand still; it either moves forward or a period of
decline, albeit temporary, sets in. The latter appears
to have been the result of the coming of the Cassite
hordes. The works of art of this period are few in
number, which may of course be due to accidental pres-
ervation, but what we have is of a decidedly lower
order. The best specimens are the so-called boundary
stones, large steles of hard or soft stone or of a com-
posite material, recording gifts of lands or special deeds
illustrated with symbols and representations of the
gods and oceasionally of rulers in whose reigns these

# The code of Hammurapi does not mention the horse, but we
find it referred to in a bosiness document of this period. (See
Ungnad, Oriental. Litteraturzeitung, X, Sp. 638, geq.) ; it does not
becoms common, however, until the time of Cassite contral. The
horse (sisu) is written ideographically ‘‘ass of the mountain,’’ an
indieation of the district whenee it waa brought to Babylonis. See
Meyer, Geschichie des Altertums, 1, 2, p, 651, seq.

%% Qoe Jastrow, Religion Babyloniens und Assyriens, I, p. 180

the references there given.

# Shiipak is identified with Marduk, Khala with the goddess
Gula, Shukamuna, who appears to have been the head of the
Cassite pantheon, with Nergal, Shuriash with Shamash, and Marut-
tash with Ninib.
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monuments were set up.”® No literary products date,
so far as can be ascertained, from the five centuries of
(lassite supremacy. The old was preserved and we do
not even find evidence of any adaptation of ancient
hymns or rituals or myths to the changed conditions,
such as happened when Babylon, with Marduk as the
chief deity, took the place of Nippur and Enlil,” or as
happened centuries later when the Babylonian literature
was carried over to Assyria and adapted to conditions
prevailing in the north. It may be that certain divina-
tion practises were brought to Babylonia by the
| Cassites,” but this can certainly not be regarded as a
coutribution to eulture, as little as ean changes in mili-
tary organization and warfare which they may have
introduced. The ancient laws were retained by the
Cassite rulers, as the business documents, which from
the days of Burnaburiash (e. 1370 B.0.) become guite
numerons,*”® show. The one important innovation in
] these documents is the introduction of dating according
to the years of the ruling monareh, instead of aeccord-
‘ing to significant events,

While continuing to recognize Babylon as the official
residence, the Cassite rulers seemed bent on restoring
to Nippur the prestige which this eentre lost in a meas-
ure through the transfer of the headship of the pan-
theon to Marduk as the chief deity of Babylon, We
find the Cassites displaying great zeal in restoring and

** See the illustration and also in Chapter VIL Plates LXXIII
mnd LXXIV,

" See p. 212, seq.

w—"" Probably the divination through the play of oil bubbles in
water, for which see p, 266 and the reference there given,

“E.g. in Nippur. See Clay, Documents from the Temply
drehives Duted in the Reigns of Cassite Rulers ( Philadelphia, 1908,
2 vols.), and the same nuthor's Personal Names from Cuneiferm
Inscriptions of the Cassite Period (New Haven, 1912} ; in Bahylon,
also, business documents of the time of Burnaburiash IT oowards
have been found,
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improving the sanctuary of Enlil at Nippur, which,
however, did not hinder them from paying their homage
to the chief patron deities of other centres, to Sin or
Nannar at Uz, to Shamash at Larsa, to Nand in Uruk
and naturally also to Marduk in Babylon.

XITI

We must now leave Babylonia for a while and furn
our attention to the north, for before the Cassite do-
minion eomes to an end (e. 1200 8.0.), we find the rulers
of Assyria not only in a position of complete independ-
ence of the south, but inaugurating the aggressive
policy which in due course, with many turns and twists,
to be sure, made them the masters of a large portion
of the ancient world—world-conquerors in the full
sense of the term.

Despite the large advance signalled in our knowl-
edge of the earliest period of Assyrian history as a con-
gequence of the thorough exeavations that have been
conducted during the past fourteen years by the Ger-
man expedition at Kaleh-Shergat,” the site of the
ancient eapital of Assyria, we are still in the dark as
to the origin of the northern state or the manner of its
settlement. The region offers a ready access to the
northern hordes always pressing southwards from their
mountain recesses, and sinee the names of some of the
earliest personages in connection with the history of
Assyria show affiliations with Mitanni names, as, for
example, Ushpia, the first builder of the temple at

vl Ashur, and Kikia who built the city wall, we are per-
mitted to conclude that Hittite groups formed a con-
tingent in the earliest settlements of Assyria to which
the material found leads us. Waves of Amoritie migra-
tions or invasions must also have reached Assyria at
an early date, and the ciroumstance that one of the

} oldest temples in Ashur is dedieated to the god Adad,
of Amoritie origin, in eonjunction with Anu, the patron

¥ Above, p. 55, #0q.
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god of Uruk who becomes the god of heaven in gen-
eral, is significant.** The natural extension northwards
of the Euphratean civilization would further tend to
bring a steady string of settlers from the south.

The extension of the seript and language of Baby-
lonia to Assyria forms naturally the most significant
symptom of the spread of the culture produced in the
south, for with the script and langnage went the re-
ligious beliefs and practises (adapted so far as neces-
sary to modified conditions), as well as the laws as an
inherent element of the religion, deriving their author-
ity direct from the gods. The form in which the culture
is passed on is that assumed through the gradual pre-
dominance of the Semitic or Akkadian element of the
population. The earliest inseriptions recovered, which
take us back to considerably beyond 2000 m.c., are
eouched in Akkadian, which is perhaps also to be taken
as an indication that the movement to the north was
largely from Akkad, the centre of the Semitie settle-
ments, rather than from Sumer.

As already pointed out, the new documents found
in eonsiderable numbers through the excavations of
Kaleh-Shergat enahle us to carry back the history of
Assyria to several centuries beyond the threshold of the
third millennium before this era, but the facts gleaned
from these documents, usually brief votive inseriptions,
are meagre. We learn the names of earl ¥ rulers, call-
ing themselves at first patesis,”” who record their ae-
tivity in building walls or enlarging temples in the
city of Ashur dedicated to various gods, as Ashur, Ish-
tar, Enlil, Anu and Adad and the goddess of the lower
world, Ereshkigal, It is not until we reach the days of
Bamsi-Adad, son of Ishme-Dagan, whose date may be
provisionally fixed at e. 1850 B.0,, that we obtain a

® The tumplﬁiuﬂwmupnkennfutha”humn! Anu and
Adad."

i Sae Messerschmidt, Hedschrifttezte Aus Assyr {Leipzig, 1911),




BABYLONTAN-ASSYRIAN HISTORY 159

more definite picture of the internal state of affairs.
This ruler already bestows on himself the title **king
of universal reign,”’ which the later kings of Assyria
50 proudly wield and with far more justification. How-
ever, Samsi-Adad would assuredly not have used the
title without some claim, albeit exaggerated, ns a resnlt
of conquests made by him. We find him, as a matter
of fact, extending his realm far beyond the natural
confines of Assyria. He speaks of subjecting to his
control *‘the land between the Tigris and Euphrates,
by which presumably he means Mesopotamia proper
to the west of Assyria and which would include the
Hittite settlements of Khani in that region. This is
confirmed by a tablet found in Tirka, the capital of
Khani, speaking of Samsi-Adad’s activity in building
a temple to Dagan in that centre. He passes still fur-
ther to the morth into the mountain distriets of the
Lebanon and erects monuments on *“the coast of the
great sea,”” by which he means the Mediterranean.®
To econquer such an extensive territory was no small
achievement, and it points to a remarkable advanee in
power that the rulers of the city of Ashur should be
prepared to take np the poliey of the old Sumerian
kings like Lugalzaggisi and Urukagina, and of Akkad-
an conquerors like Sargon, Narim-Sin and Ham-
murapi, to stretch their dominions to the “*great sea.”
Samsi-Adad would not have been able to earry out
such a plan but for the weakened condition of the south
at the time, where, as we have seen, after the invasion
of the Hittites a period of decided decline had set in.
This relationship between conditions in the south
and those in the north becomes characteristie for the

" Hardly the Black Sea as Meyer, Geschichte des Altortums,
1, 2, p. 669. T do not hesitate to identify Lab’an with Lebanon,
and since Samsi-Adad immediately thereafter (col. IV, 13-18)
speaks of the ‘‘cosst of the great sea,’’ he cannot have in mind
suything else than the Mediterranean—and in all probability st the
point where the Dog River entors the Mediterrancan.
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future; and we will have oceasion to see how constantly
weakness in Babylonia is faken advantage of by As-
syria for an aggressive policy and, viee versa, periods
of decline of power in the north are marked by & re-
newal of strength in the south. With the triumph of
the Cassites in Babylonia, a strong central power was
once more established and, correspondingly, we find
Assyrian rulers unable to follow up the policy of ex-
tension inaugurated by Samsi-Adad,

X1V

A problem in connection with this early history of
Assyria that still awaits solution is to account for the
presence of an extensive settlement in far distant Cap-
padocia, making use of the euneiform seript and Ak-
kadian language (with certain modifications) for re-
cording business transactions on clay tablets preeisely
like those to which we are aceustomed in Babylonia and
Assyria, even to the attachment of the scals of the
parties eoncerned.”* Through these seals furnishing
names of rulers of the Ur dynasty and of early patesis
of Ashur, we are enabled fo say definitely that these
Cappadocian documents, found at various places of the
extensive distriet, revert to a period as high as about
2400 B.c., and come down to about 1900, though a defi-
nite limit at the other end has not yet been determined.
The proper names in these documents are unmistakably
Assyrian, as is shown by the frequent introduetion of
the element Ashur—generally written Ashir as in the
oldest Assyrian inscriptions—in names of individuals.
A further proof of the presence of Assyrians in this
distriet at an early period is the designation Assyria
given by early Greek geographers to the land on both
sides of the river Halys, covering precisely the region

* See the references grouped together by Meyer, Geschichte des

Altertums, 1, 2, p, 613, #6q., sud the note on page viii of the Intro-
duection,
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in which Cappadocian tablets have been found. Even
in later times, the inhabitants of Cappadocia are spoken
of as Syrians (an abbreviation of Assyrians), and by
way of contrast to the Syrians south of the Taurus
range are specified as *““White SByrians.”* How are
we to account for this Assyrian eolony in a distriet so
remote from both Babylonia and Assyria at this early
date? A plausible hypothesis which may be provision-
ally accepted is to assume that Assyrian garrisons were
placed here to maintain some measure of control over
the land and that around these garrisons, owing alle-
giance to rulers of Sumer and Akkad, settlements of
Assyrians and perhaps also of Babylonians grew and
maintained eommerecial and other relationships with
their native land.*

In view of this extension of Assyrian influence in
Asia Minor at so unexpectedly early a period, even
though these Semitic settlements represent merely the
outgrowth of military outposts, the aggressive policy
of Samsi-Adad centuries later appears in a more
natural light, What he did, others may have attempted
before him, and indeed it is possible that he endeavored
to secure for Assyria a control of lands to the north-
west that had been wrested from her while her rulers
were still merely patesis, owing allegiance to rulers of
the south. At all events, the advance of the Hittites,
marked by their success in overthrowing the dymasty
of Babylon, mmst have put at least a temporary end to
Assyrian control in Asia Minor, and we may perhaps
bring the end of the settlements in Cappadocia in eon-
nection with this rise of the Hittites to a position of
extraordinary power.

“8ee the references given by Noldeks in Hermes, vol. v, pp.
H45—168,

* A parallel in much later days would be the growth of an
extensive Jewish colony in Upper Egypt out of a military frontier
garrison &t Elephantine. See Ed. Meyer, Papyrusfund von Ele-
phonting (Leipzig, 1012).

11




——

162 BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

But for the presence at this time of the strong Cas-
gite rulers in Babvlonia, one might have witnessed
another Hittite invasion of the Euphrates Valley in
the gixteenth century. If we place Samsi-Adad shortly
before the definite control of Babylonia through the
Casgites, we obtain a date for the decline of the Hittite
power in Babylonia, e. 1750 B.c., which answers the
required conditions—the weakened state of the south
through eonstant uprisings of various centres, and at-
tempts of rulers of the ‘“‘sea land” to maintain or ex-
tend their power, and the advantage reaped by Assyria
from this state of affairs to assert her independence
and to push on to a renewed control of the regions lying
to the north and northwest. |

In defanlt of historieal documents of Assyrian
rulers for the suceeeding centuries we are left in doubt
as to the further course of this extension of Assyrian
power, but the existence, in the sixteenth century, of
the strong, independent state of Mitanni in northwest-
ern Mesopotamia, extending to the Taurus range, and
the simultaneous establishment of a still more powerful
Hittite kingdom with a centre near the Black Sea,
furnish a date for the reaction which mmust have forced
Assyria back within her proper bounds. The
admixture of Aryan elements at this time to the Hittite
population, employed perhaps at first as mercenaries
and then rising as successful soldiers to leading posi-
tions, is to be regarded as an important factor in hring-
ing new vigor to the various Hittite groups throughout
Asia Minor.

The supremacy of the Cassites in the south, reach-
ing the height of their power in the seventeenth to the
fifteenth centuries, would act as a further deterrent in
resiricting the aetivity of Assyrian rulers to keeping a
watch on the formidable neighbor, whose natural am-
bition would be to re-establish the dependency of
Assyria upon Babylonia which had prevailed for so
many centuries, A definite point of contact between
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the Cassites and the Assyrians is found in a statement
of a chronicler,” that the Cassite ruler Karaindash,
whose reign may be approximately fixed in the second
half of the fifteenth century, made a treaty with Ashur-
rimmnisheshu, the King of Assyria, agreeing by a solemn
oath torespect the boundary asfixed between them. That
Assyria is strong enough to compel Babylonia to make
an agreement regarding the boundary between the two
lands is extremely significant, pointing as it does to
the failure of attempts on the part of the Cassites to
secure a control of the north. The northern kingdom
was thus steadily growing in strength, and it is emi-
nently likely that after 1500 n.c. the south had given up
all hope of reducing the north to the former position
of subserviency. Assyria, in faet, was beginning to
assume the réle of aggressor, thongh some time natu-
rally elapsed before she was ready to assume a divect
interference in the affairs of the south. This was
brought about through the marriage of an Assyrian
princess, Muballitat-Shern'a, the daughter of Ashur-
uballit (e. 1880-1350 B.0.), with Karakhardash, the
Cassite ruler of Babylonia. The offspring of this mar-
riage, Karaindash, was murdered in a rebellion that
broke out and Ashur-uballit proceeds to Babylonia to
wreak vengeance for the death of his grandson. He
suceeeds in this to the extent of dispatching Nazibug-
ash, an usurper and the ringleader of the uprising. In
place of the latter, Kurigalzu IT, another son of Burna-
buriash, is placed on the throne and he rules for twenty-
three years (¢. 1355-1332 .c.).

XV

‘We have thus reached an entirely new state of
affairs. The tables are turned about. The more vigor-
ous Assyria feels called upon to suppress internal dis-
turbances in Babylonia and to secure the legitimate
succession to the throne. There are other indications

" Keilinschriftliche Bibliothek (ed. Sehrader), I, p, 194,




164 BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

of this momentous change in the relationships between
the south and north. From this period, the middle of
the fourteenth century B.c., date the important official
archives found some twenty years ago in Tell el-
Amarna in Egypt,”™ contsining a portion of the eor-
respondence of governors and other officials of dis-
tricts and cities in Palestine and Syria with the kings
of Bgypt, Amenophis ITI and Amenophis TV, in whose
service they stood. This correspondence is carried on
in Akkadian, which, as a result of the spread of Baby-
lonian culture, had become current beyond the borders
of Babylonia. Tncluded in the correspondence are also
letters from Babylonian and Assyrian rulers which
throw a further light on the change in the relationship
between the two countries. The Cassite king Burna-
buriash reproaches Amenophis IV for having recog-
mnized Ashur-uballit as an independent monareh, as long
as Babylonia still laid claim to a supremacy over As-
syria, This complaint is a proof of the weakness to
which the south had been reduced. A foreign power is
appealed to, to make good a elaim that had long sinee
ceased to have any warrant and that had become merely
a tradition handed down from an age that had passed
away. The Cassite ruler is not content with sending
costly gifts to Amenophis ITT; he adds his daughter
and his sister to be incorporated into the harem of the
Egyptian ruler, and it is indicative of the situation that
Amenophis refuses the request of the Babylonian king
for an Egyptian princess in return.

Enlil-nirari, the successor of Ashur-uballit, engages
in battle with Kurigalzu I, despite the fact that the
latter owed his throne to Assyrian interference, As-
syria is victorious and apparently dictates terms in
bringing about a rearrangement of the boundary line.
From now on till towards the end of the Cassite dy-
nasty, Assyria had a free hand in extending her power
to the north, northeast and northwest, with oecasional

*"See the Introduction to Knudtzon's standard work, Die
El-Amarnatafeln (Leipzig, 1908) for further details.
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incursions even into Babylonia, which the latter, how-
ever, was able to resist, until, about 1290 B.c., she suc-
eumbed for a while to the authority of her northern foe,

All four rulers following upon Enlil-nirari stand
out prominently as aggressive warriors, Erik-den-ilu,
who leads his armies into the mountainous regions to
the northeast as well as to the northwest, subdues the
Guti in the Zagros range and the Hittite groups on the
western side of Assyria and drives back the Bedouins,
grouped under Akhlami and Suti, into the desert lands
to the southwest. His son, Adadnirari I, continues the
work of his father and claims control of a large region
to the east as well as to the northwest of Assyria. He
appears definitely to have put an end to the Mitanni
kingdom—an important achievement as a road, leading
again to a further extension of Assyria into and beyond
the Taurus range. Under the two suceessors, Shal-
maneser I (e. 1300 n.c.) and Tukulti-Ninib (e. 1290
B.C.), the aggressive policy reaches the height of its
success. Chronicles record attacks on Babylonia by
Adadnirari I, by Shalmaneser I and by Tukulti-Ninib T,
corresponding to the reigns of Cassite kings from Nazi-
maruttash (e. 1332-1307 B.c.) to Kashtiliash IT (e.
1261-1254 B.c.). Each attack meant not only a wealk-
ening of the vitality of the Cassite rule in Babylonia,
but concessions to Assyria in the settlement of the
boundary line between the northern and southern king-
doms, Finally after several eampaigns, Tukulti-ninib I
actually besieges Babylon and eaptures the reigning
king, Kashtiliash IT. This happened about the middle
of the thirteenth century.® Babylonia passes entirely
into control of Assyria, as is indicated by the title,
“King of Karduniash’ (i.e., Babylonia *) and *King

® We have a definite indication for the date of Tukulti-Ninib in
A statement in one of Sennacherib’s inscriptions. See King,
Records of Tukulti-Nimib, 1, p. 60, seq.

“For Kar-duniash (‘‘Fortress of the god Duniash' as ths
Cassite name of Babylonia, see Meyer, Geschichie I, 2, p. 659, seq.,
and the references there given.
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of Sumer and Akkad’ which Tukulti-Ninib I adds to
his other claims.

With Tukulti-Ninib we reach the climax in this
period of Assyrian ageressiveness, Had the strength
which the north unfolded at this time been maintained,
Babylonia would in a short time have become merely a
province of Assyria. Tukulti-Ninib, however, is killed
in an uprising instituted by his own son, and the de-
cline of Assyria now sets in with such rapidity that
she not only loses her prestige but is attacked on the
north by the various mountain groups, while Babylonia
regaing her independence and forces her favorites on
the throne of Assyria. For a short time indeed, extend-
ing from the reign of Ashur-reshishi to that of Tig-
lathpileser I, covering the second half of the twelfth
century B.C., Assyria recovers her position. The former
succeeds m driving back the Lulumi and the Guti and
other groups into their mountain recesses, holds the
Bedouin hordes in check and successfully combats an
attack from Babylonia, the purpose of which was to
reduce the district recognized by previous treaties as
constituting the extent of Assyria. His son, Tiglath-
pileser I (e. 1125-1100 8.¢.), maintains the prestige re-
covered by his father and increases it by a series of
campaigns to the northeast and northwest. He pene-
trates to the sources of the Euphrates, far up in the
Nairi district, and erects a4 monument to himself there
as the symbol of the extent of the dominion onee more
elaimed by him. He forces the troublesome Hittite
groups in the northwest to submission, and coming into
the Taurus range makes himself master of an extensive
district that stretches far into central Asia Minor.
Egypt once more acknowledges the independence of
Assyria; her kings send gifts to Ashur as in the days of
Amenophis ITT and IV. Moreover, Tiglathpileser I
surpasses the achievements of his predecessors on the
throne of Assyria, and in imitation of the ambition of
Babylonian rulers at various epochs plants his stand-
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ards on the shores of the Mediterranean, At the mouth
of the Dog River he erects a statue of himself, with an
inseription recording his achievements. Tiglathpil-
eser I crowns his achievements by two campaigns
against Babylonia, in the first of whieh he extends the
boundary line of Assvria, while in the second he reaches
and captures the chief cities in northern Bahylonia, in-
cluding the capital eity, Babylon. Once more, there-
fore, as in the days of Tukulti-Ninib, the supremacy
of the north had to be acknowledged by the south, but
the second epoch of glory was of even shorter duration
than the first, and with Tiglathpileser's death his ex-
tensive kingdom once more erumbles to pieces. For
two centuries Assyria, restricted in her aectivity to
maintaining herself within her own very definite and
limited boundaries, plays little or no part in the larger
affairs of the ancient world.

It is not difficult to account for the rapid decay
after the exhibition of such great force. The burden
of military campaigns for a term of years, involving
the annual loss of thousands of men, was too large to
be borne, nor was the booty, though large, or the tribute
imposed an adequate compensation for the cost and
effort. In a summary of five years of his reign, Tig-
lathpileser speaks of having conquered mno less than
forty-two countries, covering a territory that stretched
west to the Mediterranean, north to the Black Sea and
northeast to the lake of Van and beyond. In the case
of a single engagement,™ the king is opposed by a foree
of 20,000 men, of whom only six thonsand escape. From
such a statement we can infer what enormons hosts
must have been gathered together by him to carry on
wars successfully into difficult, almost inaceessible,
regions.

Externally, indeed, everything seemed rosy for As-
syria when Tiglathpileser I passed away. Mhe old
capital of Ashur had risen to new glory in the enlarge-

™ Rawlinson, I, Pl 9, Col, I, 74.
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ment of her temples and palaces, in the strengthening
of her fortifications and in the tribute that poured in
from all sides. He laid out beautiful parks about this
palace, bringing frees for this purpose from distant
lands. The king appears also to have been the one who
introduced wild hunting sports as a roval pastime. He
hunts elephants on the banks of the Chabur; he boasts
of having killed almost one thousand lions and all man-
ner of big and little game besides. 1In ships he sails
along the Mediterranean and ecatches a sea monster
which may have been a whale" Everything that the
king thus does is on a huge seale and, making due allow-
anee for the exaggerations of his ehronielers, zealous in
flattering their royal master, enongh remains to sliow
that, in peace as in war, Tiglathpileser 1 played the
part of the grand monarque—with little concern, how-
ever, whether his successors would be able to keep up
the grandeur and the glory.

XVI

Returning now to Babylonia, we have still to trace
her history after the first serious confliets with Assyria
down to the close of the Cassite period. We have seen
that the coming of the Oassites marks the beginning
of a period of stagnation in the general enlture, which
after some time shows itself also in a political decline.
Unfortunately, owing to a gap in our knowledge of the
events during the two centuries that followed upon
Agum I1,* we are not in a position to indicate exactly
when the decline set in and we are left to conjecture as to
the specific canses which brought it about. Difficulties in
keeping the native population in cheek, particularly in
the south, may be set down as an important factor,
for both Sumerians and Akkadians must have chafed

" Bo Haupt's view. Ses dmer, Journal of Semitic Languages,
vol. xxiii, pp. 253263, The Assyrian term is nakhiru,
T Above, p. 152




BABYLONIAN-ASSYRIAN HISTORY 169

under the humiliation of being governed by foreign
invaders. The jealousy of Elam, seeking every oppor-
tunity of fomenting internal dissensions in the
Euphrates Valley in the hope of profiting by the
division, is a second factor, but one more fundamental
was the general lowering of the nivean of eculture
through the mere presence of rulers who represented a
cruder element—one that had to be assimilated to a
higher eivilization. In the course of such a process
the more refined element suffers a temporary eelipse.

It is significant as a general symptom of the weak-
ness of the Cassite dynasty, especially from the six-
teenth century on, that Babylonia was unable to oppose
the Egyptian control over Palestine and the Pheenician
coast. The Hittites alone in northeastern Syria and in
central Asia Minor offered resistance to the advanee of
Egyptian arms, while Babylonian kings seemed happy
to be able to maintain friendly relations through inter-
change of gifts with the rulers on the Nile who were, ag
a matter of fact, their natural rivals and who had
wrested from their control the important strip along
the Mediterranean and extending inland to high table
lands and to the desert region respectively. Babylonia
thus seemed condemned to a policy of eoncentration to
preserve her independence, without thought of extra-
territorial extension. She is not even well prepared
for this more humble réle, for the result of the numer-
ous confliets with Assyria, which began, as we saw,™
in the reign of Karaindash (e. 1430 5.c.), is a steady
growth of Assyrian territory by changes in the bound-
ary lines between the north and the south, until, ahout
two centuries later, Babylonia is foreed to accept as
her rulers the candidates selected by Assyrian kings.
The south profits by the decline in the power of Assyria
which sets in after the murder of Tukulti-Ninib I, and
through some of her rulers is able to avenge herself
for the humiliation which she suffered at the hands of

™ Above, p. 163,
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Assyria. In several successful counter attacks on
Assyria, Babylonia regained some of the territory that
she had been obliged to yield to Assyria. At the same
time, as a result of Assyrian interference in Babylonian
affairs, the influence of the Semitic element of the
jpopulation reasserted itself: and it is reasomable to
conclude that the rivalry between Cassites and the
native population, not completely assimilated despite
the lapse of so many centuries of coexistence side by
side, finally led fo a vigorons attempt on the part of the
Semites to regain complete possession of their country.
A momentous change, however, was impending in the
south, for within four years after the death of Marduk-
paliddin (e. 1199-1187 B.c.) the native echroniclers
record the rise of a new dynasty in the land,

Our knowledge of Babylonian history for the sue-
ceeding two and one-half centuries is still quite frag-
mentary. Of only a few rulers who flourished during
this period do we possess documents of a historieal
character; for the rest we are dependent upon inei-
dental references in the annals or votive inseriptions of
Assyrian kings and on short notices in offieial chron-
icles. With Enlil-nadin-akhi, the second member of
the new dymasty, the chroniclers close the Cassite con-
trol and again record eleven kings of the Isin dynasty
covering a period of 130 years. It is no longer a ques-
tion of a Bumerian uprising, for that epoch is long
since past. The assimilation of Sumerians and Ak-
kadians is an accomplished fact, To account for
another Isin dynasty, we must assume that, during the
closing years of the Cassite rule, native governors in
some of the old eentres once more made themselves
independent, and that a combination of such petty
states headed by Isin dealt the final blow which ended
the foreign rule in the Buphrates Valley, The gov-
ernors of Isin were acknowledged as the heads of the
kingdom, and henge officially recognized as the basis
for dating legal documents. 'We have boundary stones
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dated in the reigns of several of these Tulers from whieh
we glean some faects connected with their reigns. So,
for instance, Nebuchadnezzar I (e, 1140-1110 8.c.), ap-
parently an usurper, gaing some successes in expedi-
tions against Elam. He also claims to have conquered
the Lulubi, whose seat is to be sought in the Zagros
range, and he even led his armies to the northwest,
though his achievements here could not have been of
any great moment. Nebuchadnezzar T takes the aggres-
sive and attempts to win back Assyria, but is completely
routed by Ashurrishishi. Under Ashurrishishi’s son,
the active and energetic Tiglathpileser I (e. 1125-1100
B.C.), Assyria recovered her former prestige and again
becomes the attacker of the south, threatening the very
life and independence of Babylonia. The successors of
Tiglathpileser were unable to maintain the position
won, and accordingly we find, instead of a subjection
of Babylonia to Assyria or a renewal of hostilities be-
tween the two kingdoms, an era of mutual good will
setting in. How long this period of stability lasted is
again involved in doubt, owing to a lack of historieal
doeuments. Internal disturbances lead to the over-
throw of the Isin dynasty (e. 1043 5.0.) and in its place
we once more find rulers of the **sea land’' asserting
themselves and acknowledged as sovereigns over Bahy-
lonia for about twenty years. About 1020 B.c. we find
another dynasty, likewise consisting of three rulers,
ruling for about twenty years, and whose designation
Bit-Bazi is as yet a puzzle. The entire period or forty
years covered by these two dynasties must have been
marked by rivalry among the old centres of Babylonia.
The old enemy to the east, Hlam, taking advantage of
the situation, overruns the Euphrates Valley in the
twelfth and again in the eleventh century, and for six
years the official chronicle records that an Elamitic sov-
ereign (e. 1000 B.c.) occupied the throne. We know
from other sources the extent to which Babylonia suf-
fered from these incursions of Elamites, who, among
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other marks of devastation, carried a large number of
the finest monuments of the country with them as
trophies to their capital, Susa, where they were found
in the course of exeavations in our own days.™

The return of a native dynasty did not earry with
it a renewal of sufficient strength to inaugurate another
aggressive period during the suceeeding centuries.
Gradually but steadily Babylonia sinks to the position
of more or less complete dependency upon Assyria. The
degree of this dependency varies somewhat, according
to the extent to which the reigning Assyrian king pur-
sues a poliey of vigorous opposition to endeavors on the
part of the south to reassert itself, or seeks to conciliate
Babylonia by allowing her as large liberties as are con-
sistent with a proteetion of the interests of Assyria.

Abonut the middle of the eighth century, Assyrian
kings become de faeto also the governors of Bahylonia.
The history of Babylonia thus becomes merged with
that of Assyria, whose fortunes we must now briefly
summarize from the time of the decline which set in
again after the death of Tiglathpileser I, about 1100 n.0,

XVII

It is not until the beginning of the ninth century
that indications of a renaissance of Assyrian power
become marked. With the advent of Tukulti-Ninib IT
(¢. BRO-B84 p.c.) a new era begins, marked by a steady
growth till the elimax of Assyrian glory is reached, some
two centuries later.

We find Tukulti-Ninib undertaking, after a long
interval, one of those campaigns against the moun-
taineers to the northeast which brings him up to Lake
Urmiyeh in the northeast, and Commagene in the north-
west. His son, Ashurnasirpal ITI (885-860 B.C.), far
outdistances the father in achievements, He inaugu-
rates his reign by a campaign against the lands to the

™ See de Morgan, Mémoires de la Délégation on Perse, 1, pp. 165-
182, See nbove, p. 113, note 88; 136, note 29, and p. 147,
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northeast and northwest of a far more systematic char-
acter than the campaigns of his father, with the result
that in a few years the entirve territory comes within
his control. A large hooty is secured, heavy fribute
levied, and we find the king transcending all predeces-
sors in the ruthless manner in which he burned and
pillaged settlements as he went along. All this, how-
ever, could not prevent the outbreak of rebellions in
the conquered territory which the Assyrian governors
appointed by the king were powerless to master, and
so in the reigns of Ashurnasirpal and his successors
campaign follows upon campaign with almost monot-
onous regularity against the same distriets to the north,
northeast and northwest, varied by endeavors to foree
the non-assimilated Bedouin groups, classed as Akh-
lami and Suti, along the Euphrates to the southwest
of Assyria, back into the desert lands beyond.

Remarkably suceessful in conquest by virtue of the
overwhelming foree of her attack, Assyria showed her-
self even in her best days weak in establishing a definite
control and in maintaining order in the conquered
provinees., She failed in the organizing power which
made Rome for so long the mistress of the world.

Shalmaneser 111 (e. 858-824 p.c.) leads in person
annual campaigns for an uminterrupted period of
twenty-six years. The resources at the command of
the king must have been nigh inexhanstible to provide
for such a record, even if we make due allowance for
exaggerations in the number of the forces encountered
and in the enumeration of the men, horses, camels,
chariots, ete., captured.

The reign of Shalmaneser ITI is of special interest
beeause it marks the beginning of the period which
brings Syria and Palestine at the merey of the Assyrian
power. The northern Hebrew kingdom joins in a
combination with Phemnician cities, with Damascus and
Hamath and with the groups in the Taurus range to

7 See the illustration above, Plate V1.
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oppose the Assyrinn advance. At Karkar on the
Orontes a great battle was fought in 854 8.0, which
ended in a victory for Assyria. This state of affairs,
however, lasted for a century and more before this por-
tion of the ancient world finally succumbed, worn opt
by the drain on the resoiirces and vitality of the petty
states whose rivalry with one another prevented the
formation of a permanently united kingdom which
might have withstood the Assyrian onslaught.

In Assyria, on the other hand, the chief stumbling
block in the way of equable progress, in addition to
her inability to maintain order in her widely extended
dominions, were the frequent internal rebellions—pre-
eisely as in the south. Shalmaneser himself had to
suffer the pain and humiliation of seeing one of his own
sons, Ashurdaninapal, lead an uprising against him a
few years before his death. Shamshi-Adad IV, how-
ever, succeeded in overcoming his brother and in secur-
ing an undisputed hold on the throne, though his reign
was of short duration—just twelve years. Naturally,
the internal disturbances had given all the provinces
the desired opportunity tothrow off the Assyrian yoke,
and even Babylonia made attempts to regain her in-
dependence; Accordingly, we find Shamshi-Adad
obliged to go over the same territory again to the north
and south, to the northeast, northwest, and even to the
southwest in a series of campaigns for the purpose of
regaining Assyria’s lost prestige.

We can pass rapidly over the next century, during
which the rulers of Assyria on the whole maintained
the strength of their kingdom and manifested the same
weaknesses as their predecessors, and come to Tiglath-
pileser IV, a usurper who in 745 B.c. inaugurates an era
which gives to Assyria its most famous rulers—Shal-
maneser V, Sargon, Sennacherib, Esarhaddon, and
Ashurbanapal. With him Assyria enters upon the last
but also the most glorious phase of her history. Profit-
ing by the abundant experience of the past, the rulers
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of the dynasty founded by Tiglathpileser perfected the
organization of the Assyrian army to a degree which
still arouses the admiration of students of military
strategy of our own days.

With Tiglathpileser the last step in the subjection
of Babylonia to Assyria is taken through the direet
assumption in its affairs by the kings of Assyria, who,
no longer trusting the government to Babylonians, ap-
pointed by them, either themselves act as the governors
—*“lieutenants of the god Bel” as they designate them-
selyes—or name a son or a brother as the ruler of the
southern province, as which Babylonia is from this time
on reckoned. Several expeditions were needed to bring
about a reassertion of Assyrian supremacy in the
troublesome districts to the east and southeast. In both
Babylonia and in distriets to the east of Assyria, Tig-
lathpileser adopted on a larger scale the poliey of set-
tling colonists from parts of Assyria, and in return to

rt portions of the population to other conntries.
In this way the rulers hoped to remove unruly elements
and to secure by a mixture of the natives with loyal
Assyrians, or with those who had no special interest in
the district to which they were transported a more
amenable populace.

Hardly less difficult was Tiglathpileser’s task in the
lands to the north, including the northeast and north-
west, Here, after the reign of Shalmaneser ITT, Assyria
had steadily lost ground until new independent king-
doms had beem formed by ecombinations of native
groups, among which the kingdom of Urartu developed
noteworthy strength. The diffienlties of the situation
were increased by the other combinations of states in
the interior of Syria and Palestine and along the
Pheenician eoast, formed to resist the tribute imposed
upon these districts by Assyria. The Assyrian king
was obliged once more to turn his attention to Syria
and Palestine, with the result that the northern Hebrew
kingdom became practically a province of Assyria,
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while Juda's position was only a trifle less preearious,
because its king had voluntarily submitted to become
tributary to Assyria, The eighteen years of Tiglath-
pileser's reign (745-T27 B.c.) were thus filled with
events of great importance. By his more systematic
efforts actually to govern distant provinees reconquered
by him, as by his policy above outlined™ to remove
canses of fomentation among conquered peoples, he
gave & more permanent character to the results of his
many campaigns in Syria, Palestine, and in lands to
the north and northeast. Less permanent were the
efforts to control the east and southeast, and it was from
this quarter—Media and Elam—that his suceessors
had mueh to endure.

Of his son who ruled as Shalmaneser V for only
five years (727-722 B.0.), we know little beyond his stie-
eess in putting an end completely to the nmorthern
Hebrew kingdom which, relying perhaps upon help
from Egypt, had refused the payment of tribute to
Assyria. Before the eapital, Samaria, actually fell,
Shalmaneser died, succeeded by an usurper who on
seizing the throne adopted as his name Sargon—asso-
ciated as will be recalled with a most glorious dynasty
of past ages,’™

XVIII

Like Tiglathpileser IV, Sargon probably rose from
the ranks, but he could hardly have attained his posi-
tion without some violence which, perhaps, he deemed
it wiser to pass over in silence in his armals. In many
respects the campaigns of Sargon are repetitions of the
conditions prevailing in the days of Tiglathpileser. In
Babylonia we find the ““sea land’’ organizing an attempt
to place a native once more on the throne, Mardukpalid-
din, who starts out as a local ehief by ingratiating him-
self with Tiglathpileser IV, but as he grows in power

™ Above, p. 175. See also p. 135.
" Above, p. 133.
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takes advantage of the change of dynasty to make him-
self master of all Babylonia in the very same year that
Sargon begins his rule. A first and immediate attempt
to suppress Mardukpaliddin failed, and for the next
years Sargon was so much oceupied with eampaigns
against the Hittite state of which Carchemish was the
capital, against the petty kingdoms of northern Syria
and in the regions to the northeast that it was not until
the year 710 p.c. that he succeeded in putting Marduk-
paliddin out of the way, and in himself again assuming
as king of Assyria the direet rule over the south as well.
Sargon sets up the claim of being the deliverer of
Babylonia and inangurates a policy marked by great
consideration for the ancient rights of the populace.
The policy, however, was of little avail. Babylonia con-
tinued to chafe under the bumiliation of a nerthern
rule imposed upon her, The large centres were hotheds
of intrigue and opposition to Assyria. Uprisings be-
ginning usnally in the extreme south and fomented by
Elam, which had hopes of again eonquering her old
enemy, followed in frequent succession until finally in
the days of Sennacherib, the son of Sargon, the patience
of Assyria was exhausted, and in 689 B.c. Bennacherib
marched against Babylon and destroyed the ancient
eity entirely.

The reigns of Sargon (721-705 B.0.) and of his son
Sennacherib (705-681 5.c.) thus mark further steps
leading inevitably to the dissolution of the Babylonian
kingdom after an existence of about two millenninms,
The other new factor was the approaching conflict be-
tween Assyria and Egypt. Foreshadowed in the days
of Sargon, the direct encounter between the two
mighty powers took place in 701 m.c., through the
assistance given by Egypt to an uprising of Syria, the
. Pheenician coast and Palestine against the Assyrian
yoke. The Egyptians were defeated, the uprising
broken up, but owing to disturbed conditions in Baby-
lonia, Sennacherib was unable to follow up the ad-

12
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vantage gained by him and hastened baek to put things
in order nearer home.

It is surprising that Assyria was able to bear the
strain of these eampaigns, organized on a larger scale
than befare, for the entire century intervening between
Tiglathpileser IV and the destruction of Nineveh in
606 B.c. The stretch of her dominions passed beyond
the borders of the Mediterranean. Under the greatest
possible difficulties a fleet was added to the equipment,
and Cyprus incorporated as a part of the Assyrian
power.

Sennacherib fell a vietim in 680 B.0., to the blow of
an assassin, who was his own son or according to the
Biblieal account,” there were two sons involved. His
son Esarhaddon, appointed by Sennacherib as the heir
to the throne, succeeded in quelling the uprising and
in establishing himself firmly. Reverting to the policy
of his grandfather, Sargon, he decided to make an
endeavor to reconcile the Babylonians by rebuilding
the city of Babylon. Despite this, the **sea land’ econ-
timued to be a centre of opposition and Esarhaddon
passed through the same experiences as his predecessors,

Esarhaddon took the bold step of erossing over into
Egypt. The victorious standard of Assyria was planted
on the Nile, and in 670 B.c. the ancient capital Memphis
fell into the hands of the Assyrian king. The ruling
dynasty was overthrown, the government of the country
reorganized under Assyrian control, though as a eon-
cession to tradition a native was recognized or set up
by him as king of the twenty-two provinees or nomes
into which Egvpt was divided. In addition to Egypt,
portions of northern and southern Arabia which had
hitherto stood in a very loose connection with Assyria
were brought under a firmer control, though it could
hardly be said that the enormous tracts of central
Arabia, so difficult of access and in which hordes of
Bedouin tribes roamed at will, were ever really subject
to Assyria.

™ IT Kings 19, 36-27,
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XTX

With the advent of Ashurbanapal in 668 B.c., we
reach the elimax in the glory of the Sargonide dynasty,
as upon his death, in 626 B.c., the rapid decline sets in.
Legend soon gathered around his name and as Sardan-
apalos among the Greeks he sums up as it were the
spirit of Assyria’s greatness. His efforts; to be sure,
are largely taken up with maintaining the integrity of
the vast empire claimed by Assyria. His campaigns in
one direction or the other are therefore on the whole
attempts to quell disturbances and to strengthen the
hands of those governors of provinees who were merely
the tools of Assyria. Now it is Egypt to which his
armies turn, now Syria and Palestine which are foreed
to pledge themselves anew to do homage to the mighty
power, and again it is the various groups of northern
Syria, in and beyond the Taurus range, and the moun-
tain hordes to the northwest which have to be kept in
check. In two directions Ashurbanapal branches out
even beyond the ambitious scope of Esarhaddon. Lydia
comes within his grasp on the one side, while in a series
of campaigns he deals a severe blow against Elam, the
old enemy on the east, and with the eapture and death
of Tenmman, the Elamite king, puts an end for the time
being to the independence of this district.

The opposition to Ashurbanapal began onee mare in
the south, and it was the king’s own brother, Shamash-
shumukin, whom he had appointed as governor of
Babylonia, who organized an uprising on all sides
against the Assyrian yoke. Ashurbanapal wreaked
vengeance on those who had assisted his treacherous
brother and, after quieting Babylonia, proceeded to in-
flict punishment on Elam and Arabia for their ghare
in the great uprising. The agitation in the north, too,
gradually subsided, but the greatest danger to Assyria,
the pressure of hordes pouring into Asia Minor towards
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the south, was one that even Ashurbanapal was unable
to resist. Already in the days of Esarhaddon new
groups like the Cimmerians, Mannai and Ashguzeans
make their appearance in the royal annals, represent-
ing a wave of Aryan migration across the Cauncasus
range and that appears to be one of a series of Vilker-
wanderungen in this general region. Hsarhaddon and
Ashurbanapal were able to keep the advance in check,
but only by tremendous efforts involving the dispateh-
ing of Assyrian armies of large size into the mountain
ranges to the north and northeast, Twenty years after
Ashurbanapal’s death, Nineveh fell, through a com-
hination between the Babylonians and the wild hordes
of the northeast—at that time grouped under the gen-
eral designation of Manda.

The rapidity with which Assyria declined after 626
B.C,, when Ashurbanapal passed away, will always re-
main a puzzling phenomenon. A gradual decline
through exhausted vitality was to be expected, but that
within twenty vears the achievements of ecenturies
should have crumbled like a house of cards is a sad
reflection not only upon the transitoriness of mere
worldly power, but upon the weakness of the founda-
tions upon which the structure was reared.

A country divided against itself cannot endure.
Babylonia fell under Assyrian sway because the south
was pitted against the north and preferred to have re-
course to intrigue and to combinations with the enemy
to the east—Elam—or with Bedouin hordes from the
west and southwest rather than to unite with the north.
Only strong rulers, as they arose from time to time,
were able to keep the north and south of the Euphrates
Valley firmly knit together. Similarly Babylonia and
Assyria, although the latter was the offshoot of the
former and both bad practically everything in common,
never held together, while even within Assyria as she
expanded factions arose which threatened her unity at
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frequent intervals. Assyria and Babylonia both sue-
cumbed to this inherent weakness, but Assyria fell first
because of the exhaustion of her vitality through
incessant warfare.

XX

We must not, however, take leave of her without
congidering briefly the other side of the picture—her
achievements in other fields than conquest. It is a
relief to find that her rulers, even those whose greed
for power and for the extension of Assyria’s borders
was strongest, were zealous also in the promotion of
works of peace, more particularly the embellishment of
the eapital in which they resided, though their concern
was extended also to other places. Wars were under-
taken in the name of the gods, and with their help,
and when victory erowned the Assyrian arms, to the
gods belonged the glory. The kings, thus feeling at all
times close to their gods, took every oceasion to show
their homage. Attached, therefore, to the annals de-
tailing their military expeditions are accounts of the
enlargement of the temples, of repairs to sacred edifices,
which were so frequently required in the ease of brick
structures that building and rebuilding beeame synon-
ymous terms. Next to the temples, the royal palaces,
built in close proximity to the chief temples in each
centre, engaged the attention of rulers; and they are
equally proud of their efforts at improving conditions
of life for the people by providing new canals to pro-
vide good water supply and transportation facilities,
laying out parks and gardens, regulating commereial
dealings, affording protection to all classes of the com-
munity, With the extension of political power, com-
mercial intercourse with distant lands also expanded,
and the priestly organization kept pace with the de-
velopment of the military strength.

Ashurbanapal, though perhaps not the greatest of
Assyrian rulers, becomes the typical grand monarque,
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who, in addition to his campaigns organized on so large
a scale, is the promoter of art and patron of learning.
Nineveh, which from the time of Tiglathpileser IV
on is selected as the capital, reaches the height of its
splendor under the Sargonie dynasty. Its temples and
palaces are worthy of the pre-eminent position acquired
by Assyria as the mistress of the nearer Orient. Ashur-
banapal embellishes his new palace with seulptured
slabs representing scenes from his campaigns, engag-
ing for this purpose the services of the best artists, and,
following the initiative of Semnacherib, brought to-
getlier in his palace copies of the most important liter-
ary productions of the past which his scribes copied
from the originals in the temples of the south He
thus made Nineveh a cultural as well as a military and
political centre, for he succeeded in really gathering
together a collection of tablets that merits the term
royal, embracing as it did, every branch of the literary
activity of Babylonia during the long period of her
existence, together with the additions to native liter-
ature made by Assyria.

XXT

The death of Ashurbanapal was the signal for the
final uprising of Babylonia, and in 625 B.c., Nebopo-
lassar, of humble birth and who came from the *‘sea
land"’ in the extreme south which had always been the
centre of politieal fermentation, became the independ-
ent king of Babylonia, after having previously served
as governor under Assyrian supremacy. He not only
maintained himself against endeavors on the part of
Assyria to overthrow him but he was able on his death,
in 604 p.0, to pass over the succession to his sonm,
Nebuchadnezzar. He founded a dynasty which lasted
till close to the downfall of Babylon. Nebopolassar’s
reign was largely devoted to the strengthening of the

™ Above, p. 21,
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kingdom and to rebuilding and improving the capital.
He also took a part in the movement which led to the
fall of Nineveh, though more as a fomenter of the
opposition to Assyria than as a direet participant in
the final attack. Nebuchadnezzar, however, was an
active warrior as well as a promoter of prosperity in his
own domain. A renewed spirit of aggressiveness had
entered Egypt with the accession of Necho IT, who had
the ambition onee more to make the nearer East, especi-
ally Palestine and Syria, subservient to the Pharachs.
His suceess threatened the existence of Babylonia, and
accordingly Nebuchadnezzar was sent by his father to
an encounter with the Egyptian army at Carchemish,
the old Hittite centre, which ended in a decisive vietory
for the Babylonians and checked the further advance
of Egvpt.

During the next twenty years he made himself
master of Syria and Palestine, erushing the little
Hebrew kingdom, which had maintained a semblance
of independence despite the weight of the Assyrian
yoke. Egypt came to the rescue of Judea and of the
other principalities of this distriet, but it was of no
avail. The fall of Jerusalem, in 586 n.¢., marks another
turning point in the affairs of the nearer east, for it
meant the renewed ascendency of Babylonia and the
decline of Egyptian influence, It was no easy task,
Lowever, for Nebuchadnezzar to bring the eoast towns
on the shores of the Mediterranean, notably Tyre, to
subjection, and so it is not until 562 n.c. that we find him
ready to invade Egypt. He seems to have proceeded
into the heart of the country triumphantly, but never-
theless fails actually to incorporate Egypt as a part of
his own empire. But even without this he had suceeeded
in giving to Babylonia an extension and a power almost
equal fo that of Assyria in her most glorious days.

Nebuchaduezzar IT followed the example of the As-
syrian monarchs in adding to the glory of his reign by
extensive building operations. The city of Babylon
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was the primary object of his coneern, and the boast
recorded in the Book of Daniel ® *Is not this the great
Babylon that I have built?’ correetly associates the
name of Nebuchadnezzar with the new Babylon that
arose out of the ashes of the destroyed one®** Nebuchad-
nezzar did not, however, confine his interest to the cap-
ital city. The temples at Borsippa, Sippar, Larsa, Uruk,
Ur and Dilbat were restored and beautified by him dur-
ing the course of his reign. When Nebuchadnezzar
died, in 561 B.c., he left o his son, Amél-Marduk (“‘man
of the god Marduk''), a legacy which only a strong
monareh conld maintain intact. The son did not possess
this quality and after a reign of only a year fell a vietim
to a conspiracy against his life, fomented by his brother-
in-law Neriglissar. This act marked the beginning of
the decline of the neo-Babylonian empire, though before
the end eame we find a usurper, Nabonnedos, who main-
tuined himself for a period of sixteen years, from 555
to 539 B.c. Internal dissensions hastened the end, so
that when Cyrus the Mede marched against Babylon he
was hailed by the priestly party, who were dissatisfied
with Nabonnedos® poliey, as a deliverer come to restore
the glory and dignity of the god Marduk. So quietly
was the transfer of the control of the Euphrates Valley
made to the old enemy to the east, that probably the
people hardly felt that an epoch in the world’s history
had come to an end.

Cyrus himself adopted a coneiliatory poliey towards
the conquered land. His desire was to leave conditions
undisturbed, and accordingly we find him and his sue-
cessors maintaining the eult of the Babylonian gods in
Babylon, Borsippa and in the other centres. Even the
introduction of Zoroastrianism (or Zarathustrianism)
as the official religion of Persia in the days of Darius I
towards the end of the sixth century did not materially
change conditions in Babylonia, except possibly in giv-

% Chap. 4, 27.
' See above p. 55, for the excavation of this new city of Babylon
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ing a new impetus to the movement to look upon Marduk
as the god who embodied the attributes of all the other
gods—a kind of Babylonian counterpart to Ahura-
Mazda. On the other hand, the presence of a religion
of so spiritualized a character as Zoroastrianism acted
as a disintegrating factor in leading to the decline of
faith in the gods of Babylonia. Both the religion and
the culture of the Euphrates Valley had fulfilled their
purpose. The time was ripe for the appearance of new
forces in the world—first Persia and then, two centuries
after Cyrus, Greece. Alexander’s entrance into Baby-
lonia in 331 .0, where by a curious freak of historical
chanee he dies in the very palace which Nebuchadnezzar
had erected for himself, marks another epoch in the
world’s history. Even after Alexander, the religious
and social life of Babylonia goes on unchanged to out-
ward appearances, but the contact with Greek civiliza-
tion destroved what little vitality had survived the im-
petus of the new foree represented by Persia and Zoro-
astrianism. Up to within a few decades of the Christian
era, the Babylonian language and seript continned in
use, but Greek ideas and Greek usages had made their
way not only into the government of the eountry but
also into the life of the people.

If, in a final summing up, the question be asked,
What was the legacy which Babylonia and Assyria
left to the world after an existence of more than three
millenniums, the answer would be, that through the
spread of dominion the eulture of the Euphrates Val-
ley made its way throughout the greater part of the
ancient world, leaving its impress in military organiza-
tion, in the government of people; in commereial
usages, in the spread of certain popular rites such as
the various forms of divination, in medical practises
and in observation of the movements of heavenly
bodies—albeit that medicine continued to be dependent
upon the belief in demons as the source of physical
ills, and astronomy remained in the service of astrology
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—and lastly in a ecertain attitude towards life which it
is difficult to define in wonrds, but of which it may be
said that, while it lays an undue emphasis on might, is
yet not without an appreciation of the deeper yearn-
ings of humanity for the ultimate triumph of what is
right,

The most unfortunate blot on the eseutcheon of
Assyria more especially is the eraving for power, the
ambition to extend her rule beyond the natural bound-
aries, and which affected Babylonia as well though
not to the same degree. Alexander, Cw@sar and
Napoleon are the natural suceessors of the Babylonian
rulers who first laid claim to being the "lmlg of the
four regions.”” War for conquest made both Assyria
and Babylonia eruel and remorseless, as it proved to
be the undoing of Rome.



CHAPTER IV

THE GODS OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

I

Tae hybrid character of the Babylonian-Assyrian
civilization, the result, as we have seen, of the eom-
mingling of a non-Semitic or Sumerian element with
the Semitic or Akkadian contingent, is reflected in the
religion which in the formation of the pantheon, in
the doetrines and in the cult is the outcome of the
combination of these same two factors, To be sure, the
mixture of the two factors is so complete that it is no
longer possible to specify the features contributed by
each, except along very general lines. This is particu-
larly the case in the conceptions formed of the gods,
for both those of Sumerian origin and those that may
with more or less probability be regarded as Semitie in
character take on the color demanded by the unfolding
of social and political life. We know, for example,
that a prominent deity in the earliest period, known as
Enlil, and who indeed remained for a long time the
head of the pantheon, was brought to the Euphrates
Valley by the Sumerians. All indieations point to his
having been conceived by the Sumerians as a. grim
power who manifests himself in the storm and whose
voice is heard in the thunder. As such his seat was
placed on the top of the mountains, whence the storms
sweep down. BSuch a deity belongs to a people whose
rugged character would be formed by the mountainous
region in whieh they dwelled. The Sumerians became
agriculturists as the Akkadians had been, and they
also engaged in the more peaceful pursuits incident to
growing commereial activity, Corresponding to this
transformation, Enlil became also an agricultural deity,
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who was appealed to as the power able to bring about
the fertility of the fields and the suecess of the erops.
Now, agricultural deities are either conceived as per-
sonifieations of the power residing in the sun as the
chief factor invelved in vegetation, or as the personifiea-
tion of the earth pictured as the female element in
whose womb the seed ripens and in time brings forth
fruit. Enlil, therefore, while not losing the fierce
traits belonging to him as a mountain god whose ele-
ment is the storm, absorbs the attributes of a solar
deity, while his consort, Ninlil,' becomes the mother
goddess who nurtures the seed and spreads blessings
among mankind. Attempts have been made by various
seholars fo distinguish in the ease of religious doctrines
between Sumerian and Akkadian nuances, but without
much suecess,

Naturally, if we were in a position to trace the
development of religious thought and practice in Baby-
lonia and Assyria, we could differentiate more sharply
between the Sumerian and the Akkadian elements.
The material, however, at our disposal, though ample
for obtaining a knowledge of details regarding the
pantheon, the beliefs and the chief eults, is quite in-
sufficient for tracing the history of the religion itself,
except in general ontlines. We ecan distinetly see the
Sumerian conquerors imposing fhe names of their
deities on the country, just as they imposed their lan-
guage and script. As the snperior eultural element,
Sumerian beliefs predominate in the earliest periods,
and the enlt is similarly in its chief aspects to be re-
garded as SBumerian, while the earliest religious liter-
ature, including the form given to the popular myths,
is entirely in Sumerian. And yet we must not be mis-
led by these external features to set aside entirely the
participation of the Akkadians in the unfolding of
religious belief and practice. There are traces of

! Nin designating ‘‘lady,” as En is *'lord."*
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Semitic influences in the oldest votive inscriptions of
Sumerian rulers. Semitic words make their way into
the Sumerian language,

Oorresponding to these early Semitic influences, we
find the Sumerians representing their gods generally
with beards, affer the fashion of the Semites, while
they portray themselves as clean-shaven—a further in-
dieation that the Sumerians identified the deities
whose worship they brought with them, with such as
already formed the object of a cult marked by crude
images of the deities to whom appeals were directed.
Similarly, the characteristic Sumerian plain  or
flounced skirt, falling from the waist, gives way to a
kind of plaid draped around the body from the lefg
shoulder down, with or without a slit in the frout,
which appears to have been the Akkadian form of
dress® We are therefore justified in concluding that
the Sumerians, thus assimilating even in external traits
their gods with those which they already found in the
country, also incorporated religious practices of the
Akkadians into their cult; they wonld naturally do this
in order to ensure the good-will and favor of the
indigenous gods whom they identified with their own.

In this way we can account for the striking fact
that in the long course of the Babylonian-Assyrian
religion, running parallel to the history that extends
over several millenniums, there is no sudden break,
but, on the contrary, a continuous line of development,
The gods worshipped in the latest period of Babylonian
history are practically the same as those found in the

*8ee on this whole subject Eduard Meyer's important mono-
graph, Sumerier und Semiten in Babylonien (Berlin, 1906), whose
general eonclusions seem to me to b definitely established, though
in matters of detail there is room for differences of opinion. So,
¢.9., the two kinds of plaids found on early monuments are not 86
distinet s to justify us in regarding one variety as Sumerian and
the other as Akkadian, Both represent, as I believe, the ' Remitie®"
fashion of the country, as sgainst the plain or flounced skirt.
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earlier stages. The relationship of these deities to one
another changes with the vicissitudes of politieal
transformations that the country undergoes. These
vicissitudes also carry in their wake the absorption on
the part of certain deities of attributes belonging to
others. Semitic designations replace in some .
though by no means in all, the Sumerian forms, but the
chief personages of the Babylonian pantheon in the
latest period can all be traced back to the old Baby-
lonian epoch. The ehange of political control from the
Sumerians to the Akkadians, of such fundamental
significance in the history of Babylonia, leaves the
religion practieally unchanged, except for the rise of
the local god of Babylon, Marduk, to the head of the
pantheon by virtue of the pre-eminent position ae-
quired by Babylon as the political centre of the gov-
ermment, while the subsequent rise of Assyria to
supremacy similarly ecarries with it no momentous
changes in the pantheon or in the cult, beyond the rise
of the god Ashur, originally a solar deity and the loeal
patron of the city of Ashur, the early capital of
Assyria, to the headship of the pantheon as finally eon-
stituted in the north,

1T

Bearing in mind this general aspect presented by
the religion of Babylonia and Assyria, we may proceed
to a consideration of the chief deities which Wwe en-
counter in the pantheon. These deities are all, at least
originally, personifications of nature—an indieation
that among the Sumerians as among the Akkadians the
basis of worship was an animistie coneeption of nature,
as we find it among all peoples at a certain stage of
culture, and whieh involves as a primary supposition
the identification of all forms and manifestations of
life in nature with that of which we are conscious in
ourselves, Life is power, according to this view, and
vice versa where there is g manifestation of power,
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there must be life behind it. Moon and sun are two
most obvious manifestations, active and powerful, mov-
ing from place to place, both spreading light, and the
sun in addition to light also warmth. Behind the
manifestation, therefore, of these two powers there
was life, and the same conclusion was drawn with
respect to trees and fields, renewing their life with
uninterrupted regularity yearly after a period of
steady decay and apparent death. Storms and rains
to the accompaniment of thunder and lightning wers
by a similar logic¢ aseribed to the activity of powers
having the essential quality of life, and lastly there was
life in the running waters and the bubbling springs and
even in rocks and stones, which by their peeuliar and
often fantastic formations snggested a petrification of
objects that once possessed activity. As for the animal
world around man, the activity put forth by the largest
and the smallest species and one in so many respects
of the same character as his own—running, feeding,
struggling, attacking, growing, languishing—forced on
hini the conclusion that the life within them was
identical with that which conditioned his being, The
gods worshipped by a people in this stage of culture
are thus merely personifications of powers of nature
—the sun, the moon, the power manifesting itself in the
storm, in trees and fields, in the waters and in stones,
while the form given by fancy to these powers may
either be human or animal, or under eertain conditions
a combination of the two.

Naturally, the material at our disposal for the study
of the religion of Babylonia and Assyria being of a
literary character belongs to an age that has long left
behind it the purely animistie coneeptions and has ad-
vanced to more abstract views of the relationship of
man to the powers around him. The growth of village
communities living under agrieultural conditions leads
to the association of a particular deity as the special
patron and protector of the community, though we
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must not fall into the error of supposing that such a
specific association excludes the worship of other
deities. The importance of the sun for an agricultural
community, since upon his favor the blessings of the
fields depend, leads in many instances to the choiee of
the sun-god as the special deity of a place, though a
cognate association of ideas, with the earth pictured as
the gracious and fruit-bearing female element, might
result elsewhere in making the great mother goddess
the patron of some centre. Again, the presence of a
large body of water flowing past some agrienltural
settlement would bring about a close affiliation with the
life-spirit of the watery element, personified like the
sun and like the earth as a divine power, To a people
in the nomadic stage the moon as the measurer of time
and as the guide for wanderings by night is of more
significance than the sun, and it may happen that, by
force of tradition, in some centres the moon-god will
be chosen as the patron saint. Be this as it may, we find
in the earliest period to which our material leads us
back, sun-gods, the earth-goddess, water deities and
moon-gods closely bound up with the various centres of
Sumerian and Akkadian settlements in the Fuphrates
Valley. The lists of deities drawn up by the priests
show us a hewildering array of local deities, and in con-
neetion with each deity we must perforee assume a
local cult. Many of these local gods or goddesses play
& minor part in the history of Babylonia so far as
known to us, and still more of them no part at all, so
that they are little more than names for us. In many
cases we cannot even tell whether the deities coneealad
behind the strange-sounding Sumerian appellations
are personifications of the sun or of the earth-goddess,
of the moon or of the watery element, ‘Only in the
case of those local cults which, because of the politieal
role played by the respective eentres, come within the
historieal horizon are we in a position to specify the
attributes assigned to them. When, in addition to
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votive inseriptions in their honor, we have hymns and
prayers addressed to them, the details of the concep-
tions formed of them are clearly revealed. TIn this way
we obtain a stately array of the main figures of the old
Babylonian pantheon—Enlil, Ninib, Ningirsu, Nergal,
Anu, Fa, Shamash, 8in, Adad, Marduk, Nabu and their
consorts, and of the chief goddess, Nand or Ishtar.

IIT

In the preceding chapter we pointed out that the
oldest historical and literary doeuments reveal a vary-
ing number of little states or principalities in the
FEuphrates Valley, grouped around some centre, with
now one of these centres, now another, exercising a
measure of control over a larger section. This politieal
picture is complemented on the religious side by the
corresponding growth of the local deity to a position
commensurate in proportion to the political eontrol
acquired by the eentre in question; and as the loeal
deity extends his sway, he is endowed with attributes
that are quite independent of the power of nature
which he originally personified. The tendency also be-
comes pronounced for the deity associated with a
powerful centre not only to be given the attributes of
other local deities but actually to absorb minor deities,
so that the names of the Iatter become designations of
the more powerful one. The conquest of a distriet
carried with it the conquest of its gods, and in case the
latter are not entirely absorbed, they are placed in a
dependent position, as children, servants or officials
of the trinmphant god. In this way, through the close
interrelations between the states of the Buphrates
Valley—usually hostile in character and constantly
shifting—there arises a pantheon which involves a
selection out of the large number of once existing local
deities, prompted by the rise to prominence of a limited
number of centres. Naturally, in the development of

13
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religious doctrines and in the unfolding of religious
organization other factors besides the political one
enter into eonsideration, so that the parallel between
the shifting political panorama and the relationship of
the gods of the various centres to one another is not
complete. The latter relationship, when once it be-
comes definite, is not changed by every turn in politieal
affairs but only through transformations of a large
character; and even then gods whose position in the
pantheon is fixed by tradition are not seriously affected
by the vicissitudes of the centres to which they origi-
nally belonged; they survive the decline and even the
complete eclipse of these centres. The religious life
of a people is always more enduring than its politieal
fortunes. The organization of a pantheon ensures for
those gods fortunate enough to find a place therein a
permanency, both theoretical and practical, which is
often in contrast to the political history of the centres
in which their worship arose. The god Enlil, fo whom
we had oceasion to refer several times, is an illustration
in point. Through circumstances which we are no
longer able to follow, the city of Nippur beeame the
seat of the cult of Enlil. Nippur became so thoroughly
identified with Enlil that the name of the city was
written by a series of signs designating it as the **place
of Enlil.” A storm-god, partaking of the aggressive
character of his worshippers, Enlil is naturally pict-
ured as a mighty warrior who leads his subjects to
victory. He is present in the midst of the fray. To
him as the god of war the victories are asceribed and
paeans are sung in his honor in his temple at Nippur,
which in view of his original seat is appropriately
known as E-kur, *‘the mountain house.™

An invocation that oceurs frequently in a series of
lamentation songs?® bewailing catastrophes that have

* See Langdon, Sumerion and Babylonian Psalms, pp. 90, 106,
seq., 114, 126, ete,
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swept over the land, portrays the strength aseribed to
him:

“Lord of lands,
Lord of the true word,
Enlil, father of Sumer,
Shepherd of the dark-headed people*
Seeing through his own power,
Strong guide of (his) people,
Causing multitudes to dwell together."

The original personification of Enlil as the mighty,
onrushing storm whose voice is heard in the roar of the
thunder leads fo an elaborate symbolism of the **word"
of the deity, which becomes a synonym of his power.
In many variations this ““word™ of the storm-god is
celebrated.”

**Tha word which rages in the heavens shove,
The word which causes the earth below to quake,
The word which strikes terror among the Anunnaki®
Beyond the seer, beyond the diviner,
An onrushing storm which none can oppose,
HRaging in the heavens above, causing the earth below to quake,
Tearing mother from daughter like a burii-resd.
It overwhelms the marshes in foll verdure,
It overflows the harvest in season,
A flood tearing away the dams,
It uproots the huge mesu-trees,
Reducing all things to submission."®

Such is Enlil who, as the chief god of Nippur, be-
comes the head of the pantheon with the Sumerian
conquest of the country and who retains this position
long after Nippur has ceased to be the political centre.
The cult of Enlil, in fact, lends fo his patron city a
significance far outreaching its political prestige even

* Le., the Sumerians.

* E.g., Reisner, Sumerisch-Babylonische Hymnen, No. vil, rev.
13-25.

*A collective name for a minor group of deities. Even the
gods fear the word of Enlil
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in the heyday of its glory. As a religious centre,
Nippur becomes a sacred city, not unlike that of centres
of pilgrimage in our own days like Jerusalem, Benares,
Mecea and Rome. The sanctity of Nippur survived
the downfall of hoth Babylonia and Assyria, and the
sacred quarter of the city in which the temple stood
was converted into a burial place acquiring sanctifica-
tion by its time-honored associations to which even
Jews and Christians manifested their attachment down
to the seventh century of our era.’

The position of the god as the head of the pantheon
entailed as a natural consequence the grouping of the
other chief deities and of many minor deities about
him. Smaller temples and shrines were erected for
these deities, forming as it were the court of Enlil,
around the chief sanctnary. In the extracts from re-
ligious compositions above given, he is regarded also
as the power which brings forth vegetation. The storm
god has become a solar deity. The control of the watery
element is likewise assigned to him so that he becomes
a water deity as well. The tendency grew to associate
with Enlil as many gods as possible, with the implica-
tion that the latter derived their powers from this assp-
ciation. The gods stand in dread of him, precisely as
do his subjects. He is the god of all lands, controlling
gods and men alike,

IV
There are good reasons for believing that a deity

whose name is provisionally read as Ninib, but the real
pronunciation of which was probably Enmasht?* was

" See Montgomery, Aramaic Incantation Texls from Nippur
(Philadelphia, 1913).

* See Cluy, Amurru, p. 197. The names of the gods (as toa large
extent proper names in general) being written in ideographie form,
we cannot in all cases be sure of the exact pronuncistion, particu-
hrlywhanmenmmdkkmﬁmudmrdywﬂttﬂnhlhﬁir
Sumerian form.



BABYLONIAN AND ASSYRIAN GODS 197

an earlier patron deity of Nippur who was foreed to
yield his position to the all-conquering Enlil. If, as
has been made probable,” this deity was of Amoritic
origin, whose eult was brought to Babylonia by Semites
coming from the northwest, we would have a further
proof for the thesis which assumes that the Semitie
settlers preceded the Sumerians in the Euphrates
Valley, The secondary position of Ninib after the ad-
vent of Enlil is indicated by the title **son of Enlil’? or
“offspring of E-kur,””'® almost invariably attached to
his name in invocations. This relationship of father
and son is merely the formula to find a place for two
deities associated with the same centre, or to indicate a
confrol of one centre by the other, just as the designa-
tion of one deity as the servant of another or as holding
some official rank in the service of a god is the manner
in which Babylonian priests expressed, in the case of
two gods representing originally the same natural
power, the supremacy of the one over the other. Ninib
in contrast to Enlil is a solar deity, who protects the
fields, causes the verdure to grow and brings prosperity
and the blessings of rich erops to the population. Tt is
from Ninib that Enlil takes over the milder attributes
of an agricultural deity, a Baal or “lord” of the fields,
but in return Ninib, adopted by the Sumerians, be-
comes like his father, a war-god, armed for the fray
and whose presence is felt in the thick of battle. In-
deed, so prominently is this trait emphasized, espe-
cially in the votive and historical inseriptions of both
Babylonian and Assyrian rulers, that it overshadows

* Clay, ib., p. 121 If the god Enmasht is of Semitie origin, then
we must assume that the Sumerian plement En, meéaning *‘lord,""
was attached to the same by the Sumerians to whom also the
method of writing the name as Nin-ib must be due. The problem is
an exceedingly complicated ome and cannot be discussed here.
* Amorite," it should be added, is a general designation for north-
western Syria,

* The name of Enlil's temple is often used for the god himself,
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the original solar and beneficent character of Ninih.
One of these hymns, shading off into an ineantation
for the exorcising of a demon of disease, begins:?*

0, Ninih, mighty god, warrior, ruler of the Anunnaki, controller
of the Igigi **

Judge of all things, who shuis off the door of darkness, who dis-
gipates the obscurity,™

Who renders decisions for mankind in their settlements,

Resplendent lord, bestowing power on the land through his decision,

Who seizes the demon Ti'u ™ and drives him back to his place,

Mareiful one, granting life, bringing the dead to lifs,

Who controls right and fustice, destroying evil( 1),

Whose active wespon destroys all enemies.

The solar character of Ninib is clearly revealed in
the power ascribed to him of dissipating darkness,; as
well as in epithets emphasizing his brilliancy. In the
course of the hymn he is expressly described as a
‘“burning fire,"" with a direct allusion to the glow of
the sun’s rays. The sun-gods, moreover, are always
associated in the religious literature of Babylonia and
Assyria with justice and the punishment of the evil-
doers. His enemies are the evil-doers, the law breakers
who are brought to justice and punished in accord with
the righteous decrees that are traced back to him. It
is Ninib, the sun-god, who is celebrated as the one who
renders decisions, who dispenses justice to all mankind,
who overthrows evil and scatters the enemies who are
identified with evil-doers. Even as a warrior, Ninib
does not cast off his role as a judge. His weapon is
raised in order to smite evil. The cause of his subjeects
is a just one, and therefore he accords them his power-
ful aid. His temple in Nippur, known as E-shu-me-du,
occupies a rank only second to E-kur itself; and as a

' See Jensen, Kasmologie der Babylonier, pp. 470-472.

“Amﬂmﬁwnm,ﬁkniuugmki,iuumpn!mimrd&?ﬁu

12 8¢ “"of the night.**

** A demon of disease, the eause of troubles having their seat in
the head.




BABYLONTAN AND ASSYRIAN GODS 199

trace of the former’s independent position oceupied by
Ninib, the New Year's day continued, even after Enlil
had become the head of the pantheon, to be celebrated
as the festival of Ninib when gifts were offered to him
and his consort Gula, and eceremonies enaeted in his
temple, symbolical of his marriage at the beginning of
a new year. His festival was also the occasion when
the fates of individuals for the coming year were de-
cided by him. The beneficent character of Ninib erops
out also in assigning to him and his consort the power
of healing, to which references are likewise made in the
quoted hymn. Ninib saves his subjects from the
clutehes of the demons of disease, It is in this sense
that he is spoken of as bringing those near death back
to life. The other more aggressive aspect leads to
making Ninib the deity who presides over the chase
of wild animals—a favorite sport of the Assyrian
kings. The chase is a species of warfare and it seemed
natural, therefore, to dedieate the spoils of the chase to
Ninib and to pour out libations to him over the dead
bodies of lions and wild bulls ** laid low by royal
hunters,

v

The pre-eminence enjoyed at ome time by Ninib
over other solar deities associated with other centres is
shown by the identification of such deities with him.
The names borne by other solar deities become epithets
of Ninib. Prominent among these is Ningirsu, the
chief deity of a centre, Lagash, in southern Babylonia,
where, it will be recalled,’® extensive excavations have
been carried on. The name signifies *‘lord of Girsu’’
—(irsu being the nmame of a section or quarter of
Lagash, presumably the one in which the temple of the
god stood. For a long period Lagash played an impor-
tant role in the early politieal history of Babylonia;

¥ See Plate LY in Chapter VII.
'* See above, p. 89, seq.
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its rulers extended their sway over a considerable por-
tion of southern Babylonia, but eventually they were
reduced to a secondary position, and it must have been
at this time that Ningirsu was praetically identified
with Ninib, becoming, as it were, merely a manifesta-
tion of the great solar deity of Nippur. Ningirsu's
consort, Bau, similarly becomes synonymons with Gula,
the consort of Ninib, Preeisely like Ninib, Ni 1
is commonly designated as a warrior, the son of Enlil,
armed with powerful weapons that create havoe among
the enemies of his subjects. On monuments found at
Lagash he is thus represented, notably on a remarkable
stele,'” graphieally illustrating a severe conflict between
Lagash and Umma—which ended in the triumph of
Eannatum (e, 2920 p.c.).** The vietory, however, is
due to the intervention of Ningirsu, who is portrayed
in majestic size, holding the standard of Lagash in one
hand, while in the other he has a huge net in which the
enemy is held ecaptive, The temple of Ningirsu at
Lagash, known as E-ninnu (““house of fifty”), was
filled with votive offerings of all kinds dedieated by
rulers or high officials to Ningirsu. Like Ninib,
Ningirsu also manifests a beneficent aspect as the god
of vegetation.

The fate of Ningirsu in being absorbed by Ninib
also overtakes another solar deity, Zamama, the patron
of Kish, which was a centre that at one time exercised
a wide sway.” Like Ningirsu, Zamama becomes little
more than a designation of Ninib, and as a war-god is
likewise addressed as the “*son of Enlil’’; and the same
applies to the solar deity of Dilbat, Urash, whose name
becomes an epithet of Ninib. The force of the tra-
dition acquired by Nippur seems to have maintained the
cult of Ninib even after Shamash of Sippar beeomes
the sun-god par excellence. Ninib's eult is transferred

' See Plate XLVIL
W See pbove, p. 128,
" Above, p. 126, s20q.
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to Assyria. A temple to him is erected by Ashurnasir-
pal ITI (883-859 .c.) in Calah, for a time the capital
of Assyria.®™ A statue of the god of colossal dimensions
is placed in the sacred niche, and provision made for
the maintenance of the cult and for the celebration of
the time-honored festival of Ninib and Gula. The
kings of Assyria are fond of invoking Ninib among
the powers which grant vietory to the Assyrian armies,
and we have seen the role which Ninib plays in Assyria
as the god of the chase. Despite this, however, some
of his prestige is lost in the course of time through the
pre-eminence acquired by the sun-god of Sippar, whose
Sumerian name is Babbar but who is more commonly
known by the Akkadian designation Shamash, the com-
mon term in all the Semitic langnages for the sun.

VI

The great antiquity of Sippar is vouched for by the
results of excavations condueted on the site,® but it is
still an open question whether another seat of Shamash
worship at Larsa is not even older. We must, at all
events, assume some relationship between the fwo
centres; for in both places the names given to the patron
deity and to his temple, E-Babbar (*‘resplendent
house’), are identical. It is a direct consequence of
the Semitic control of Babylonia which becomes pro-
nounced in the days of Sargon and Narim-sin® that
Shamash acquires his pre-eminent position as the sun-
god par excellence, for Sippar is in close proximity to
Agade and shared with the latter the prestige of being
the capital of the kingdom that rose to supremacy
under Sargon. Shamash is represented on monuments
and on numerous seal-cylinders ® as a majestic figure

## B0 in the days of his suceessor Shelmaneser TTL

B Above, p. 37, seq.

2 Above, p. 135, seq.

3 See Plate LXXV, Fig. 8, and Plate LXXVII, Fig. 1, at the
elose of Chapter VIL
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seated on a throne, or stepping over a mountain, or pass-
ing through gates to symbolize the rise of the great
orb of light, or sailing in a boat across the heavens.
Frequently also rays are depicted as issuing from his
shoulders. As the god of light, he is the general object
of adoration, and the specific association with Larsa or
Sippar does not stand in the way of his becoming a
deity whose worship extends throughout Babylonia and
passes northward into Assyria. In all large centres
temples or shrines to Shamash were erected. Baby-
lonian and Assyrian rulers from the oldest to the
latest period inelude Shamash in the invocations to the
chief gods of the pantheon at the beginning of votive
or historical inscriptions. So, to give an example of
the early period, Lugalzaggizi, the king of Uruk (e.
2750 B.0.), designates himself in the introduction to
one of his inseriptions * as

*“The great patesi = of Enlil, endowed with understanding by
Ea,™ whose name was ealled ©* by Babbar (i.e., Shamash), the chinf
minister of Sin,* the lientenant of Babbar, the provider for Innina,
the child of Nisaba,™ nourished with the milk of Ninkharsag
the servant of Mes,* the priest of Urnk. "’

Atthe otherend of Babylonian history we find the last
king of Babylon, Nabonnedos (555-539 5.¢.), particu-
larly devoted to the service of Shamash, enlarging and
restoring his temples in Sippar, Larsa and Babylon,

* Hilprecht, Old Babylonian Inscriptions; 1, 2, No, 87, Col 1,
15-30.
A sacerdotal office which, however, also included seeular
fonetions.

* Written En-ki. See below, p. 210, seq.

** Le., called to his high station.

* The moon-god, written En-zu. See below, p. 222.

* A goddess presiding over vegetation.

*““The lady of the mountain," & title of the consort of Enlil,

*1An otherwise unknown deity.
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and invoking his aid almost to the exelusion of other
gods in the political erisis which ended in the advent
of Cyrus and in the fall of the neo-Babylonian empire®?

The hymns in honor of Shamash, of which we have
a large number, belong to the finest specimens of
Babylonian and Assyrian literature, celebrating the
god as the benefactor of mankind who sheds his light
and his warmth in all directions, whose rays ripen
the produce of the fields, who is the source of pros-
perity and of all manner of blessings, who spreads
justice, who rewards the virtuous and punishes the
wicked and who is also the judge who protects his
people, and as a mighty warrior accomplishes the over-
throw of the enemy on the field of battle.

A hymn which was evidently composed as a greet-
ing to Shamash as he appears on the horizon begins
as follows: *

‘0 lord, illuminator of the darkness, opening the face (of heavent),
Mereiful god, raising the bumble, protecting the weak;
For thy light the great gods wait,
All the Armunnaki Iook for thy appearanoe,
All tongues ** dost thon direct as a single béing,*
With raised heads they look expectantly towards the sunlight
Thou art the light for the remotest hounds of heaven,
The banner for the wide earth art thou;
Al mankind look upon thee with joy."'

Briefly but effectively the expectant moments just
before sunrise are described, the gods joining with
mankind in waiting anxiously for the appearance
of the great orb; and when the tension is released and
the light spreads to all sides, all ereation is represented

2 See above, p. 184,

= Rawlinson IV,* PL 19, Nr. 2.

* 1.0, all peoples,

# The sun guides all humanity as one directs & single individual.
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as breaking out into joy. No less impressive is the
deseription and praise of the sun at sunset: %
'O, Shamash, on thy entrance into the heavens,
May the resplendent bolts of heaven greet thee,
May the gates of heaven bless thee,
May Meshara® thy beloved messenger, direct thes!
Over E-Babhar, the seat of thy ule, let thy sapremacy shins,
May A, thy beloved consort, step joyfully before thee,
May thy heart be appeased,™
Msy the table of thy divinity be spread,®
0, Shamash, powerful warrior, be thon glorified !
O lord of E-Babbar, puss on, thy eourse be rightly directed!
Take thy way, on & firm path * move along!
O Shamash, judge of the world, giver of all decisions art thog. "

We find in all ancient religions a certain fear asso-
ciated with moments of transition, whether it be the
transition of one season of the year to another, or the
transition of one phase of the moon to the succeeding
one, or the transition of the child from the womb into
the light. In accord with this the appearance of the
new moon and the time of full moon are fraught with
special significance, and similarly in the ease of the sun,
the moment of sunrise and that of sunset. Hence the
hope expressed in the hymn that the sun may safely
enter into the midst of the heavens and be properly
directed to pursue the correct path, so0 as to be certain
to make its appearance in the morning at the expected
time. If the sun should by any chance lose its way,
disaster would follow, Emphasis is laid on the guid-
ance afforded by Shamash. It is he who directs man-
kind into the right path, just as the sun pursues the

right road in moving across the heavens, The right

¥ Abel-Winckler, Kedschrifterts sum Gebrauch bei Vorlosungen
{Berlin, 1890), pp. 59-80.

*** Righteousness”'—personified as an attendant of Shamash,

* Le., may Shamash show himself gracious and not be Bngry.

* May rich offerings be placed before Shamash,

% The “firm path”” along which the sun moves is the eeliptia,
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path for mankind is justice, and it is through Shamash
as the supreme judge that the cause of the righteous
is protected and hidden enemies bhrought to light.

In the case of a religion unfolding and developing
hand in hand with advancing eulture, and following
more or less closely the political vieissitudes of the
country, we must be prepared for the theoretical elab-
oration of the doctrinal aspects of the eurrent beliefs,
by the side of a steady enlargement in the organiza-
tion of the cult and the priesthood in connection with
the chief deities of the pantheon. The resulf of such
a process continued for many centuries is to lead to
attempts at a systematization of the curremts and
counter-currents of popular beliefs. It is part of the
system devised by priestly activity to find a place in
the pantheon for deities that personify the same power
of nature. The god Ninib, we have seen, absorbed the
roles of the other local sun-gods in the earlier Baby-
lonian period, but was obliged to yield his prerogatives
to a still greater solar deity, Shamash. Such, how-
ever, was the foree of tradition that Ninib could not
be entirely set aside in favor of Shamash., A place had
therefore to be found for Ninib in the pantheon, and
this was done by differentiating between the phases
of the sun according to the seasons of the year. The
sun in a sub-tropical climate like the Euphrates Val-
ley with only two seasons, a rainy one beginning in
the fall and lasting till the spring, and a dry one dur-
ing the summer months, presents two aspects, as a
beneficent and revivifying force in the spring, driving
away the rains and the storms and bringing new life
in the fields after the apparent extinetion of all vitality
during the winter months, and as a raging and de-
structive one during the torrid months when its fierce
rays seorch the earth, and the intense heat brings suf-
fering, sickness and often death. Shamash was the sun
as a whole, while Ninib became in the theological
system of the priests the sun of the springtime, and by
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a natural associntion also the morning sun. The sun
as a destructive and hostile force was symbolized by
another solar deity, Nergal, who, originally the loeal
deity of an important centre in southern Babylonia,
Cuthah, became the sun of the midsummer season and
the sun of the noon-time. The cult of Nergal takes
us back again to the old Babylonian period when Cuth-
ah*' was the politieal focus of one of the principalities
in the Euphrates Valley, enjoying an independent ex-
istence and exercising sway over a considerable ter-
ritory, even though the details of the history of the
kingdom of Cuthah still escape us. Nergal was too
prominent a solar deity to be absorbed by Ninib, His
temple at Cuthah, known as E-shidlam, acquired great
prominence at an early period. We find him repre-
sented by a shrine or sanctuary at Nippur within the
sacred area in which E-kur stood, and when Babylon
became the political and religious capital of the conn-
try, the cult of Nergal was transferred to this centre
and continued in foree to the end of the Babylonian
monarchy. Like Ninib and Shamash, Nergal was
pictured as a warrior but one of an invariably grim
countenance, a god of battle, whose destructive power
was directed against all mankind. True, he also leads
his subjects to vietory, but more commonly he deals
out pestilence and death. He strikes unawares and
he strikes appavently without discrimination. He is
not a just judge like Shamash, but a god, filled with
rage, stalking about in the heat of the day on the look-
out for vietims. Nergal is thus primarily the god of
death. When pestilence sweeps over the land, it is
aseribed to Nergal’s activity. Because of this forbid-
ding aspeet, it was all the more important to raise one’s
appeal to him in the hope of averting his wrath. The
hymns to Nergal, of which we have quite a number,**

** See ubove, p. 124, and below p. 455.
**See Bollenriicher, Gobete und Hymnen an Nergal (Leipzig,
1804).
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all emphasize the severify and irresistible power of
the god. He is pietured as a lion, which animal be-
comes his symbol. His solar character crops out in
epithets that deseribe his brillianey. Like Ninib, he is
the son of Enlil who earries out the commands of his
father, and as a god of death his presence is naturally
felt also in the midst of battle. One of the hymns to
him begins as follows; **

"Lord, strong, supreme, first-born of Nunammir,**

Ruler of the Anunnaki, lord of battle,

Offspring of Kutushar,** the great queen,

Nergal, mighty one nmong the gods, beloved of Ninmenna,'®

Thon shinest on the brilliant hesven, high is thy station;

Great art thou in the realm of the dead, without a rival art thou;
By the side of Ea,* thy counsel is supreme in the assembly of the
Wi:ﬁin,“ thon overseest all in heaven.

Enlil, thy father, entrusted to thee, the dark-headed, all living

things,
The animals of the field and all swarming ereation into thy hand."

The solar character of Nergal is unmistakably re-
vealed in these lines, which also indicate the endeavor
to econnect the god with other leading figures of the
pantheon. As the god of pestilence and death, his
speeial realm, however, is the lower world where the
dead are huddled together and which was regarded as
a dark, gloomy prison with Nergal and a goddess,
Allatu, as the merciless overseers to prevent the escape
of any of the prisoners back to the upper world.

There is still another solar deity, originally a loecal
patron of an ancient centre, and who retains his identity
in the systematized pantheon by being advanced to the

2 King, Babylonian Magw and Sercery, Nr. 27,

* A title of Enlil, conveying the foree of **hero of rulership,"

“ A poddess,

* “Lady of the erown''—a title of Kutushar, one of the names
of the consort of Nergal.

“ The god of humanity.

“ The moon-god.
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general control of the heavens or the upper regions,
This is Anu who is so closely associated originally with
Uruk in southern Babylonia as to leave no doubt of
his being at the start merely the patron deity of that
place. The theoretical aspect of the Babylonian re-
ligion to which attention has been directed *® is illus-
trated by the position accorded to Anu. He becomes
the god of heaven, just as Enlil is placed in econtrol
of the earth and the atmosphere above it, and a third
deity, Ea, originally the god of the Persian Gulf, be-
comes the power in control of the watery element in
general.

This threefold division of the universe—heaven,
earth and water—with the assignment of one deity to
each division is clearly the work of the priestly schools
attached to the Babylonian temples. It hag an aca-
demie flavor. It is only through a phase of speculation
which has all the earmarks of the school that the notion
arises of the heavens as a distinet section of the uni-
verse with some god in general control, just as further
speculation of this character leads to the predication of
the other divisions of the universe—the earth with the
atmosphere above it and the watery expanse: and sinee
even the advanced speculation unfolded in the schools
adopts the language and metaphors of the animistie
view of all nature, the threefold division of the uni-
verse leads to assigning to each one a god in eontrol,
Anu for the heavens, Enlil for the earth with the sur
rounding atmosphere, and Ea for the waters. As the
god of heaven, Anu becomes the “king of the gods”
and their “father.” The triad Anu, Enlil and Ea are
invoked at the beginning of votive and historieal jn-
seriptions in a manner which shows that the original
and specific character of these deities has been entirely
lost sight of. Enlil was chosen as the second figure of
the triad because he was the most prominent of the
gods whose power was manifested on the earth and in

“ Above, p. 205,
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the atmosphere above it, while the choice of Ea as the
third member was a similar logical process beeause he
was in control of the greatest body of water known to
the Babylonians. As the god of the Persian Gulf, Ea
was naturally selected as the personification of the
watery element in general.

The conception of Anu as the king and father of
all the gods furthermore reflects the period when the
seat of the gods was projected on the heavens. Such
a view is closely entwined with astrological notions, and
rests upon the theory which identifies planets and stars
with the gods of the pantheon and quite independent
of their original character places the seats of all the
gods, the one who presides over the divisions of the
drawn up by Babylonian and, later, by Assyrian priests
are to a large extent compiled in the interest of the
astrological system devised in the schools, and which
necessitated designations for a large and ever inereas-
ing number of stars. It is therefore in an astrologieal
sense that Anu is viewed as the king and father of the
gods, the one who presides over the division of the
universe in which each one of the gods has his assigned
station, and sinee sun and moon are also suspended in
the heavens, Anu as the god of heaven is supreme also
over the two great orbs of light. In the actnal cult
of Babylonia, Anu plays a relatively minor part. We
do not find hymns and prayers addressed to him, and
even in his original seat of worship, it is a goddess,
Nana, the personification of the female element in
nature, who appears to have been within the period
embraced by historical documents the chief object of
worship,

In an enumeration of the pantheon, however, in the
old Babylonian period Anu is rarely omitted, and, in-
stead of Nana, a consort, Antum, is assigned to him—
& nawme representing merely a feminine form of the god
Anu,  All the gods and goddesses being children of
Anu and Antum, the name of Anu is often added both
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in votive inseriptions and in the religious literature in
connection with the name of a deity. So for example,
Gudea frequently adds to the name Bau, the consort of
Ningirsu, that she is the **danghter of Anu’’ or “‘the
chief danghter” ®°, and even Enlil is designated as the
son of Amn.® Oceasionally instead of the triad, we
find only Anu and Enlil enumerated as summing up
the manifestation of divine power among mankind.
Ordinarily, however, the third member of the triad
is included. As a matter of fact the god Ea is one of
the most important as well as one of the most interest-
ing figures in the Babylonian-Assyrian pantheon. He
begins his eareer as the loeal deity of Eridu, so that he
becomes the personification of the watery element in
general because the Persian Gulf on or near which
Eridu was situated ** was the largest body of water
known to the Babylonians, the ‘‘father’ of all waters.
The oldest settlements of the Euphrates Valley are
those nearest to the Persian Gulf. The part that water
plays in the life of mankind and in the development of
human eulture is quite sufficient to account for the
unigue position acquired by Ea in the pantheon as the
protector of humanity, the friend and guide of man in
his ecareer, subjeet to such constant vieissitudes. He
is the teacher also who instructs man in the various
arts.® Itis Ea who endows the rulers with intelligence
as it is he who presides over the fine arts, instrueting
men in architecture, in working precious metals and
gtones and in all the expressions of man’s intellectual
activity. Thus Ea may briefly be defined as the god
of eivilization. The friend of mankind, it is to him
that one turns in the first instance when other gods

# E.q., Statue B, Col. 8, 58,

®t By Lugulzaggisi in the ingeription above (p. 202) peferred to,
Col. 3, 186,

2 Owing to the steady sccumulstion of the soll, Abu-Shahrein,
the site of Eridu, is now some sixty miles from the head of the Gulf.

3 Cory, Ancient Fragments, (2d ed.) p. 22, 5.
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seem hostile. When the gods in counsel decide to bring
on a destructive rain-storm, it is Ha who reveals the
purpose to a favorite of his who by eonstructing a ship
for himself and his family escapes destruction; and
similarly in another myth it is Ea who tries to secure
immortality for mankind, though he alas! fails to do so.

The healing qualities of springs, whieh man must
have ascertained at an early period by experience, was
no doubt a factor in making Ea a chief figure in the
ineantation rites for the purpose of driving ont the
demon supposed to be the cause of disease and bodily
suffering. An elaborate exorcising ritual was devel-
oped by the priests of Hridu which continued to be
down through the period of the Assyrian empire the
model and prototype for all other methods of healing
disease. The sick man was sprinkled with holy water,
and various other rites, symbolizing the hoped for re-
lief from the clutches of the demons or supposed to act
directly on the demons, were performed in the name
of Ea.

VII

Ea stands in a particularly close relation to the god
who with the rise of the city of Babylon as the political
centre becomes the head of the pamtheon—Marduk.
The latter is invariably designated as the son of Ea,
and since Marduk’s sanctuary at Babylon bears the
same name, E-sagila (‘“‘the lofty house™), as that of
Ea at Eridu, we are perhaps justified in concluding
that the settlement of Babylon itself is an offshoot of
Eridu, Marduk is originally a solar deity like Ann,
Ninib, Shamash and Nergal. As such he may very
well have been worshipped at Eridu by the side of
Ea until his eult was transferred to Babylon. But
however we are to explain the association of Ka with
Marduk, the relationship of father and son points to a
dependence of the latter upon the former, and a depend-
ence of so decided a character that, although Marduk
comes to be the lord over gods and mankind, he never
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ceases to acknowledge Ea's priority, even thongh in
the religious literature the honor of Marduk is pro-
tected by representing Ea as rejoicing in the supreme
position attained by his well-beloved son. So in the
incantation texts, when the appeal is made to Marduk
to release the sufferer from the grasp of the demons,
Marduk, the dutiful son, goes to his father, Ea, and
asks what can be done for the sufferer. Ea invariably
replies,
*“My son, what dost thou not know that T eould tell thee?
What T kmow, thou also knowest,”" *4

In this manner, the way is paved for the applica-
tion of the Eridu ritual, but through Marduk Ea's
authorship is acknowledged, and at the same time
Marduk’s equality with his father is indicated. Mar-
duk owes his position in the pantheon to the union
of the Euphratean states definitely brought about by
Hammurapi (e. 2120 B.0.), as a consequence of which
Babylon becomes the political eapital of the kingdom,
setting aside for all times the prerogatives formerly
enjoyed by Nippur, Uruk, Eridu, Lagash, Kish, Sip-
par, Ur or any of the other centres of the Enphrates
Valley. Even Enlil must yield some of his prestige
to Marduk. Naturally, Enlil retains his position as
the second member of the triad, but Enlil transfers of
his own accord the headship of the pantheon to Mar-
duk. He is represented as doing this at the close of a
tale in which Marduk’s triumph over a monster,
Tiamat, symbolizing the primeval chaos, is described
in detail.”® All the gods assemble to celebrate Marduk’s
great deed. They bestow fifty glorious names upon
him, the names symbolizing the attributes of Marduk,
on whom, as the head of the pantheon, the qualities of

% This conversation occurs again and again in the incantation
rituals, e.g., Cun. Texls, xvi, Pl 20, 128-138; 45, 119-148; xvii,
PL 12, 20-31; 15, 31; 21, 118-142; 26, 48-63, ete.

¥ Bes below, p. 442,
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all the gods and goddesses grouped around him as the
courtiers gather around the royal throne are thus
 heaped. Enlil steps forward and bestows his name
as “lord” upon Marduk. The bestowal of the name,
according to the prevalent view in antiquity, earries
with it the power and position of the one bearing it.
The god Ea follows Enlil’s example, and thus without
a conflict the rule passes to Marduk.

The ritual of Nippur is carried over to a large extent
to Babylon, with additions so as to adapt it to the cult of
Marduk. Instead of the **word’’ of Enlil, that of Mar-
duk is celebrated. The ““lord of lands’’ is no longer Enlil
but Marduk who becomes the bélu or Baal par ezcellence
to such a degree that Bél becomes a common designa-
tion of a god, passing beyond the confines of Babylonia
to other ecountries. *There is no god like Marduk’
is the burden of the many hymns in honor of the god
that have fortunately been preserved for us. So we
read in a text found at Sippar,*

“Mighty lord of gods, strong Marduk,

Counsellor, beloved of Ea, of all pervading command,

Before his mighty command the great Igigi*' bow:

(In thy 1) holy chamber the Anunnaki bow before thee;

Lord of all below, merciful one, producer of fertility,

Guardian of sacrifices for the gods, founder of cities,

Guide of the sources, opener of fountains,

Lord of lands, king of heaven and earth, granting prosperity,

God without whom in the depth the fate of mankind is not deter-
mined.

Thou lockest on the habitations of the wicked and destroyest their

power,

‘What god in heaven or earth is like to thee!

Supreme art thou over all pods:

Among the gods, thy counsel prevails;

Thou art superior to Ea, the father who produced thee.”

* Scheil, Une Saison de Fouilles @ Sippar (Cairo, 1902) pp.
97-98.
"' A collective name, like Anunnaki, for s series of minor deities.
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The hymn may well have been originally a com-
position in honor of Ea, composed for his cult at Eridu
and then reeast so as to adapt it to Marduk, with the
express purpose of emphasizing the transfer of Ea's
attributes to the head of the pantheon, who, although
the son of Ea, becomes, as the hymn declares, superior
to his father,

Tt is interesting to compare this hymn with one *™ in
which in a similar manner deseriptions belonging to
Enlil as the storm-god and whose *“word™ is heard in
the roar of the thunder are transferred to Marduk,

**Who can escape thy gazef

Thy word is a great net stretehing over heaven and earth;

It encloses the sea, and the sea is stirred up,

It encloses the marsh, and the marsh groans,

It encloses the billows of the Euphrates

The word of Marduk troubles the river bed(1).

Lond, thou art suprems, who is like unto thee?

Marduk, among all the great gods thou art supreme.”

The net is a metaphor for the storm which sweeps
along in fury. The deseription fits a storm-god but is
hardly appropriate for a solar deity, such as Marduk
is. In the deseriptions of Enlil’s **word’* of which a
specimen has been given above,” the same picture of
a great, all encompassing net is introduced. There
is no reason to question that the hymn in question also
represents such a modifieation of an old composition
in honor of Enlil, intentionally made to emphasize that
Marduk has usurped the place of the older head of the
pantheon,

In a large proportion of the hymns to Marduk that
have been preserved, these two aspects of the god—
his functions derived from Ea and those transferred
from Enlil—are prominently dwelled npon and indeed
to such an extent as to overshadow his original role as
a solar deity. Anu is also associated with Enlil and

* Rawlinsen IV® PL 26, No, 4.

» P, 195,
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Ea, in according to Marduk supremacy over the gods

so that all three figures of the triad combine in doing

homage to him. A particularly impressive hymn to

Marduk * begins as follows:

1 pay homage to thy name, O Marduk, the strong one of the gods,
the ruler of heaven and earth,

Glorious being, who alone is supreme,

Thou possessest the power of Anu, the power of Enlil, the power of
Ea—rulership and majesty,

Thou art in control of all wisdom, perfect in strength,

Cireumspeet counsellor, lofty ruler, powerful and mighty,

Whose rule Anu praised as & preparation for the contlet.®

In heaven thou art supreme, on earth thou rulest, wise counsellor
(of the gods),

Founder of sll settlements, who holds the ends of the starry heavens
in his grasp."’
The hymn ends in a direct appeal to the god for

divine grace and long life.

‘I implore thee, mighty, powerful lord, may thy enangered heart
be appeased, thy stirred up liver be quieted **

Have merey, let me live in fear of thee, ruler of the gods, supreme
Marduk,

The splendor of Sarpanit, thy great consort, wife of En-bilulu*
daughter-in-law of Ex

I will glorify, the son of Mummu * will I humbly glorify forever.""

The humble petitioner who has felt the anger of his
god is no doubt, as in most of the hymns, the king
himself. Some misfortune has come over the land or

® Craig, Assyrien-Babylonian Eeligious Texts, I P1, 29-31,

*! An allusion to Marduk's conflict which Tiamat to which he is
encouraged by Anu who declares that Marduk alone can overthrow
the monster, See below p, 433 seq.

**Heart and liver are in this way very frequently combined,
the heart as the seat of the intelleet, and the liver as the seat of the
emotions,

" A title of Marduk

*A personification of the watery deep and here used as a
designation of Ea. The son of Mummu is, therefors, Mardok, See
p. 428,
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over the royal house, and in a penitent spirit the king
secks ont the divine throme for forgiveness. This
attitude of the king, setting the example for the people,
is further illustrated by the prayers to Marduk which
we find in considerable number attached to royal in-
scriptions, particularly those of the neo-Babylonian
dynasty.

In eloquent and impassioned terms the great
Nebuchadnezzar, the son of Nebopolassar, addresses his
god upon aseending the throne of his father.*

0, eternal ruler, lord of the universe, grant that the nsme of
the king whom thou lovest, whose name thou hast proclaimed,
flourish as may be pleasing to thee. Lead him in the right path. 1
am the prinee who is subservient to thee, the cresture of thy band,
Thou hast created me and thou hast entrusted the rule of mankind
to me. According to thy merey, O lord, which thon bestowest upon
all, may thy supreme rulership be merciful The fear of thy
divinity implant in my heart. Grant me what may seem good to
thee, for thou art the one who has granted me life."

Such prayers,® beautiful and simple in dietion and
filled with a deep religious fervor, show us the religion
of Babylonia at its best. The spirit of humility and
reverence does not fall short of the attitude towards
Yahweh in the Psalms, and the conception of Marduk
rises to a height of spiritual aspiration which comes to
us as a surprise in a religion that remained steeped in
polytheism and that was associated with practices and
rites of a mueh lower order of thonght.

Marduk, as the supreme god, naturally assumes the
rile of creator of the universe, and the creation mark-
ing the beginning of the calculation of time, Marduk’s
festival is coincident with the new year, This festival
which, as we have seen,” was celebrated at Nippur in
honor of Ninib and Gula, and at Lagash was sacred to

** Rawlinson I, PL. 53, Col. I, 55-11, 1.

* For further specimens see Justrow, Religion Babyloniens und
Assyriens, 1, pp. 400-420, and below pp. 465-469,

** Above, p. 199,
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Ningirsu and Bau, becomes in Babylon the season dedi-
eated to Marduk. In its developed form the New
Year’s festival of Babylon extended over eleven days
with special rites for each day, The transition motif
was also earried over from ancient days, as shown in
the current econception which represents Marduk gitting
in a sacred chamber, surrounded by the other members
of the pantheon and determining the fate of individuals
for the coming year. This point of view lent a sombre
aspect to the New Year’s festival. The statue of the
god in E-sagila was carried in solemn procession to the
special shrine which contained the *‘chamber of fates™
as it was called, and at the close of the conelave of the
gods was brought baek to its resting place, accompanied
as accorded with his dignity by the images of the other
great gods,

The process involved in the absorption of the roles
and attributes of other gods which we have noted in the
case of Enlil, Ninib and Shamash appears to have gone
to even greater lengths in the ease of Marduk, who is
addressed in terms which give one the impression as
though he were the one and only deity. The mono-
theistie strain in the prayers and hymns addressed to
Marduk is sometimes so pronounced that if one sub-
stitutes Yahweh or God for Marduk, they might form
part of a Jewish or Christian service of to-day. A god
on whom the other gods bestow fifty names® is well
advanced on the way to become the one and only power,
as the source of all the phenomena of nature.

Still, the limitations of the monotheistic tendency
in Babylonia must be recognized. Not only do the
other gods of the pantheon continue to receive recog-
nition in their temples and sanctuaries secattered
throughout the land, but neither Babylonians nor
Assyrians ever passed beyond the point of regarding
gods as personifications of powers of nature. Marduk,
too, remains on this basis.

® See ubove, p. 212 and below, p. 443,
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Just as Marduk is invariably associated with Ea as
his father, so another deity, Nabu, whose name we have
already encountered is closely attached to Marduk as
his son. Like all the other gods of Babylonia, Nabu
starts on his career as a local patron. He belongs to
the ecity of Borsippa, lying in such close proximity to
Babylon on the west bank of the Euphrates as to be-
come, with the extension of Babylon, almost a suburb
of the latter. It is this close relationship between the
two cities that finds an expression in making Nabu the
gon of Marduk. There are reasons, however, for be-
lieving that Borsippa rose to importance earlier than
Babylon, and that for some time Nabu was a zerious
rival to Marduk. The original character of the deity
of Borsippa is still in doubt, but indications point to
his being originally a water-god—perhaps the water-
spirit in the Euphrates—and as such he would natu-
rally become also a god of vegetation, since the fertility
of the land is.dependent upon the overflow of the rivers
during the rainy season. The association of water with
knowledge and culture which, we have seen,” dominates
the views held in regard fo Ea would account for the
chief trait of Nabu as revealed in inseriptions and in

e religious Hterature, to wit, his rdle as the god of
writing more particularly and then in general as the
god who gives understanding and wisdom. His symbol

L & is the stylus of the scribe. He is the secretary of the

gods who, at the time of the New Year’s assembly of

the pantheon when the fates of individuals are deter-

v mined for the coming vear, records the decisions of the

. 'gods. It is he who inspires the priests to eollect the

bymns, ineantations, omens and other parts of the

ritual as a guide for further ages. Secular wisdom is

also due to him. Writing is his invention eommuni-

cated to mankind, and Ashurbanapal in the subseripts

to the tablets of his royal library rarely fails to ac-
knowledge the aid of Nabu and of his consort, Tashmit, ;

* Ahbove, p. 210 o
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as the ones who inspired the ruler with the idea of
collecting the literary productions of the past. The
close association with Marduk leads naturally to a
gimilarity in the tesms in which they are addressed,
but the distinetive character of Nabu as the god of
writing on whose tablets one can read the future is
rarely omitted even in the prayers of late Babylonian
rulers like Nebuchadnezzar, where Nabu is generally
invoked only in connection with his father. A prayer
of this ruler on the completion of the tower attavhed
to Nabu's temple at Borsippa reads as follows: ™

““Oh Nabu, legitimate son,™ sublime messenger, triumphant, be-
loved of Marduk, graciously look in joy on my handiwork. Long
life, numerous progeny, 8 firmly established throne, enduring rule,
congquest of the enemy’'s land grant me as a gift! On thy unchange-
able tablet which marks the bounds of heaven and earth, proclaim
length of days for me, inseribe offspring (for me)| Before Marduk,
the king of heaven and earth, the father who produced thee, make
my desds pleasing, intercede on my behalf and proclaim thit Nebi-
chadnezzar is indesd a king who beautifies."’

The tablet of Nabu is the starry expanse on which
the future is written for him who can read the signs
in the heavens. Nabu, however, is merely the recorder
of the deeision which rests with Marduk.

This close association of Nabu with Marduk finds
many other expressions both in the cult and in the
religious literature. Babylon and Borsippa were com-
bined so as to form practically a single conception in
the minds of priests and populace. The one could
hardly be thought of without the other, In Babylon,
shrines and sanctuaries to the leading members of the
pantheon were grouped around the central temple,
E-sagila, as was done in earlier days at Nippur*®
where E-kur, the temple of Enlil, grew to be the desig-
nation of the sacred quarter of the city.

** Rawlinson I, P1. 51, No. 1, Col. IT, 16-31,
™ Se, of Marduk.
% Above, p. 196.
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In the official correspondence it became en

to imtroduce in the greeting with which the letters he-
gan the names of Marduk and Nabu, and similarly in
historieal inseriptions the two names were constantly
entwined. Indeed it would appear that at times af-
tempts were made to play off the one god against the
other. It is probably not aceidental that three of the
rulers of the neo-Babylonian empire ™ hear names com-
pounded with Nabu, and it looks as though the founder
of this dynasty wished to place the son on an equality
with the father. Cyrus, who overthrew this empire,
claims to have come to Babylon to reinstate Marduk
in his full dignity, In Assyria, where Marduk was re-
garded as in a manner the rival of Ashur, the head of
the Assyrian pantheon, we find the kings disposed to
pay their homage to the son rather than to the father
as the chief fizure of the Babylonian pantheon. An
official of one of these kings, Adad-nirari IV (810-T82
B.C.), erects a statue to Nabu and inseribes on it: **

**0 offspring, rely on Nabu. Put your trust in no other god.”

Ashurbanapal, the greatest of the Assyrian kings
(668-626 B.c.), is among those who pay homage to
Nabu in a manner which betrays the tendeney to make
him more than a mere appendage to Marduk.

It is interesting to note that the eult of Nabu (as
that of Marduk) survives the fall of the Babylonian
empire and even the substitution of Greek governors
for the Persian rule. We have a prayer of the Seleucid
ruler, Antiochus Soter (281-261 B.0.), addressed to
Nabu on the occasion of that ruler’s restoration of
Nabu’s temple, E-zida, at Borsippa. The prayer,
though modelled upon those of the rulers of the neo-
Babylonian dynasty, is nevertheless of sufficient in-
terest to warrant an extract here.’

™ See above, p. 182, geq.
* Rawlinson I, P1. 35, No. 2, line 12.
™ Rawlinson V, PL. 66, Col. 1, 16-11, 29,
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"0 Nabu, sublime son, mighty lord of the great gods, whom to
praise seems meet, first-born son of Marduk, offspring of Erua,"
the queen, ereator, look in joy! At thy supreme unchangeabls
command which has bromeht about my wvictory over the enemy,
grant & just kingdom, an auspicious rule, years of prosperity,
plentiful progeny to the kingdom of Antiochus and of Seleueus,
his son.

By thy supreme stylus which fixes the bounds of heaven and
earth, through thy glorious utterance may my salvation be pro-
claimed. May my hands conquer the lands from sunrise to sun-
set, 7T eampel their tribute in order to complete E-sagils and E-zida
O Nabu, royal son, upon thy entering into thy legitimate temple,™
proclaim favor for Antiochus, the king of (all) lands, for the King
Beleuens, his son, and for the gueen Stratonike.™

Even in this late composition Nabu is still the seribe
who writes down the deerees of the gods. The king is
careful also to drag in Marduk and his temple, and as
an interesting new touch he includes in his prayer his
som, associated presumably with the father in the gov-
ernment, and his queen.

VIIT

We have still to consider one of the most notable
figures of the Babylonian-Assyrian pantheon, one
whose cult assumed great prominence in the earliest
days to which we can trace back the history of the
country with which we are concerned, and who re-
tained his position despite all political and social vieis-
situdes, throughout all changes in religious thought
down to the disappearance of the Babylonian-Assyrian
civilization—the moon-god, Sin. There were chiefly
two centres of Sin worship in Babylonia, one at Ur in
the extreme south, and the other at Harran in the north.

™8 A title of Sarpanit, the consort of Marduk.

1 Ls., from eust to west

™ With an allusion to the name of Nabu's temple, E-zida, *the
legitimate house.""
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The former of these two is the older and by far the
more important. By the side of Sin, the moon-god
also bears a name, Nannar, which designates him as a
“luminary.”” In Sumerian the name is written with
two signs, En-zu, which deseribes him as the *‘lord
of knowledge’ and of which Sin—divided into Si-in—
may be a derivative by an inversion of the two syllables,
which is not uncommon.™ These two qualities, as a
light-giving power and as a god of wisdom, are the two
traits of Sin most prominently dwelt upon in votive
and historical inseriptions and in religious texts. In
the art,*® the moon-god is represented as an old man
with a flowing beard, with the moon’'s erescent as his
symbol. On the so-called Boundary Stones* the cres-
cent alone is used for the moon, as the ecircle with
numerous rays stands for the sun. The horns sug-
gested by the moon's crescent were probably a factor
in representing him also figuratively as a bull, and a
frequent epithet given to him is ““the young bullock of
Enlil,”" which illustrates also the endeavor to associate
him with the old Babylonian pantheon grouped around
the god of Nippur. The erescent also suggests a bark,
and in very old invocations he is pictured as sailing
across the heavens in a bark. One of these reads in
part as follows: ¥

*In the resplendent bark of heaven, O self-appointed ruler,
Father Nannar, lord of Ur,

Father Nannar, lord of E-gishshirgal,**

Father Nannur, lord of Namrasit*

Lord Nannar, first-born son of Enlil,

As thou sailest along, as thou sailest alomg,

™ 8o we have Zu-ab, ‘*houss of knowledge, " becoming apst.

¥ See Plate LXXVII, Fig. 2.

** Bee p. 416, seq,

¥ Cun. Texts, XV, P 17, and Reisner, Sumerisch-Babylonische
Hymmnen, No. 38.

* Name of Sin’s temple in Ur,

""" Rising in light,”" an epithet of the moon-god.
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In the presence of thy father, in the presence of Enlil, thou art

Wather Nannar, thou art rlar, thou art Jeades,
In the bark riding through the heavens,—thon art ruler."

In this manner the litany proceeds, the lines of
which are evidently intended to be chanted by a leader
and chorus alternatively, or by two chornses of priests,
Though Sin or Nammar is constantly addressed as
father in his capacity as the chief luminary in the
starry heavens, the endeavor is clearly made to bring
him into association with Enlil whose first-born son
he is therefore declared to be, and in the course of the
process of the incorporation of the Sin cult into that
centring around Enlil, the “word’ which we have X
seen is the specific quality of the chief god of Nippur
in his role of a storm deity iz likewise transferred to
Namnar, as it was transferred to Marduk, to Shamash,
to Ba and in fact to all the chief figures of the pantheon,
quite independently of their original character.

IX

A totally different god is Adad, the storm-god, who
is represented as brandishing the thunderbolt and
hurling the lightning. Adad is a counterpart of Enlil,
but, unlike the latter, who, as we have seen, takes on
other traits, Adad or Ramman (**the thunderer'"), as
be was also called, retains his forbidding character of
a god who when he manifests himself does so because

.,J.;'ﬂ:is wrath has been aroused. Gods as well as men stand
%, in ferror of Adgd as is well brought out in one of the
1 p"’ hymns to him.**
' ‘"When the lord is enraged, the heavens tremble before him,

When Adad is enangered, the earth quakes befors him,

Great mountains are east down before him.

At his anger, at his wrath,

At his roar, at his thunder,

& Rawlinson TV PL 28, No. &
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The gods of heaven retire into the heavens,

The gods of earth recede into the earth,

The sun passes into the foundation of heaven,
The moon disappears into the zenith of heaven."

He is the destroyer who sweeps across ‘‘the heavens,
the land and the waters’ as we read in another invoea-
tion to him. When the gods decide to bring on a
deluge, it is Adad who is the chief executive of the
divine decree.

But just beeause of his power and his violence, the
attempt is made to gain his favor., When the storm
eeases, the rainbow appears in the sky and the sun
comes out from the elouds, it is a sign that Adad has
been reconciled. Applying the association to human
conditions, sickness, loss of life, destruction of erops,

/| as a result of storms lead king and subjects to appeal
\to Adad’s merey, if bappily they ean arouse it. It is
hoped that the god may feel flattered by being ad-
dressed as merciful and forgiving. So in a series of
invoeations to Adad we actnally read**

‘““Mereiful one among the (great) gods,
1 have directed my thoughts to thee, I implore thee humbly (1)
Be merciful, O lord, hear my prayer,
Destroy my enemies, drive away my opponents,
May the poison, poison, poison of the sorcerers not touch me,
Hauve merey and provlaim grace for me."

While Adad is also brought into association with

the Nippur pantheon and with that grouped around

J Marduk, he is to a larger extent than the other mem-
) bers of the pantheon an independent figure. This may
be due to the fact that so far as our material enables
us to judge, he is not brought into connection with any
important political centre. In this respect he marks a
decided exception. He impresses one as an intruder
whose culf may have been brought to the Euphrates
Valley from the north, for in Assyria we find one of

* King, ib., No. 21, lines 61-66.
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the oldest temples dedicated to Anu and Adad—Anu as
the old solar deity, afterwards replaced in Assyria by
Ashur,* and Adad the storm-god.

There is still another phase of the eult of Adad to
be briefly considered. He is a god of oracles and in
this capacity is invariably associated with the sun-god,
Shamash., In addition to divining the future through
reading the signs in the heavens at night—in the moon,
planets, stars, and constellations—the phenomena 0b-
served in the sun and those seen in storms, hurricanes,
clouds, rain, thunder, lightning and earthquakes were
gathered into an elaborate system, supplemental to
astrology proper** The deities presiding over these
phases of divination are naturally Shamash and Adad,
who therefore become, as the “‘lords of divination,”
oracle gods, frequently designated as such in the in-
seriptions of Babylonian and Assyrian rulers.

It is as a further reflex of astrology and supple-
mental forms of divination that by the side of the com-
bination of Shamash and Adad into a duality, we have a
triad, Sin, Shamash and Adad, very frequently appear-
ing in invocations attached to votive and historical in-
seriptions as well as in religious texts, by the side of
the greater triad Ann, Enlil and Ea®® As the latter
symbolize the three chief divisions of the universe—
heaven, earth and water—so the second triad sum up
the chief manifestations of nature, the sun which con-
ditions vegetation, the moon standing for the entire
starry heaven, and the storm with all its accompany-
ing phenomena, rain, floods, thunder, lightning, earth-
quakes and all other abnormal occurrences, more or
less directly connected with the activity of the storm-
god.
There are, however, two elements of nature nof

T See below, p. 229.
* See. for details, Jastrow, Religion Babyloniens und Assyriens,
10, p. 577-612 and 705-748, and also below p. 262, seq.
* See above, p. 208,
15
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represented in this friad, the earth itself and fire, As
to fire, this element appears to have been in part asso-
ciated with the sun and with lightning, and in part to
have been looked upon as an independent force. Both
views come to the surface, but of the two the latter may
be regarded as the more popular belief, while the
derivation of fire from the sun and from lightning
assumes a point of view of a more speculative char-
acter. Among all peoples of antiquity we find fire
looked upon as a separate element, in the possession of
the gods to be sure, but not identified with any par-
ticular one, not even with the sun-god.

The fire-god appears under various designations,
Gibil—also written in the reversed form, Bil-ge—
Girry, Gisbbar, Ishum and Nuskn—the latter designa-
tion being the common one in Assyria. We do not find
in connection with any of these names a special place
selected as the eentre of the eult, and this is quite what
we should expect in the case of a god who does not
represent a personification of a specific power of
nature like the sun, moon, the water or the earth, for
fire is to be found everywhere, on the earth and in the
heaven and even within the bowels of the earth. The
fire-god is a free lance as it were who, however, per-
forms service for both gods and mankind. He is ap-

lempriately termed therefore the *“‘messenger of the
gods.” Of the actual cult of the fire-god we learn little.
His chief funetion is in eonnection with ineantation
rites to drive off the evil demons. As a saered element,
the fire is regarded like water as a purifying element.
Henee by the side of a water ritual, associated as we
have seen primarily with the god Ea, we have a fire
ritual which consists of such ceremonies as burning
images, made of various materials, of the sorcerer or
sorceress by whose direet intervention some vietim has
been bewitehed, or consigning to the fire such objects as
onions, dates, palm blossoms, seeds or bits of wool to
the accompaniment of magie formulas emphasizing the
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hope that as these materials are consumed, so the
demons as the cause of the disease and suifering may
be consumed or foreed by the heat to abandon their
vietim® All this falls within the category of sympa-
thetic magie, involving a symbolical action to bring
about the reality. Thus we have two series of incanta-
tion rituals which, because of the prominence given to
fire in the rites, are known as “Makld’’ and ** Shurpi®
—both terms having the force of “burning”™ or con-
sumption through fire. Hymms to Nusku, illustrating
the eurrent conceptions in regard to him, are inter-
spersed in these rituals. Omne of these reads as
follows: ®

f“Nuskun, great god, prince of the great gods,
| Guardian of the offerings of all Igig,
Founder of cities, renewer of sanctnaries,
Resplendent deity, whose command is supreme,
Messcuger of Anu, carrying out the decrees of Eniil,
Obedient to Enlil, prines, leader of the strong Igigi,
Mighty in battle, whose attack is powerful,
Nuskn, consumer, conqueror of enemies,
Without thee no saerificial meal is given in the temple,
Without thee the gresut goda do not inhale any sweet smelling
offering,
Without thee Shamash, the judge, does not make & decision.”" ™

But the fire is also the indispensable aid to man in
his advance along the path of civilization. The bricks
for the construction of houses, temples and walls are
burnt in the fire, the metals are tempered through the
sacred element, and so in almost all the operations of
man the fire is his faithful ally. Nusku is therefore
hailed as the founder of cities, through whom sanctu-

* See specimens in Jastrow, Eeligion Babyloniens und Assyriens,
I, p. 309, seq., and 328, geq.

* Tallqvist, Die Assyrische Beschworungsserie Magli, 11, 1-1L

* Referring to offerings in connection with seeuring an oracle
from the sun-god,
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aries are built and renewed. The fire associated with
Shamash becomes like the latter the judge to whom
the appeal for a just decision is made. So in the
formulie accompanying the symbolical burning of a
bronze image of the sorcerér or sorceress, Nusku is
apostrophized as *
‘“Mighty fire-god, awe-inspiring glow,*

Guiding gods and princes,

Judging the ¢ruel one and the wicked woman*

Step forward to my eause like Shumnash, the warrior,

Judge my cause, proclaim my decision,

Burn the soreerer and the soresrsss,

Destroy my eniemies, consure my opponents,

May thy raging glow come upon them!"

X

We have several times had occasion to point out
the dependence of Assyria upon Babylonia, extending
to all aspects of Assyrian civilization, thongh we must
not lose sight of some additions made to Babylonian
culture by the northern empire, or of the modifications
introduced by Assyria in what she took over from the
south, In the case of the pantheon we have only one
striking figure, embodying the spirit of Assyria and
who represents an entirely original eontribution—the
god Ashur. We now know that the eity bearing the
name Ashur on the site of which suceessful and most
thorough exeavations have been carried on for the
past fifteen years,” represents the oldest eapital of the
northern kingdom, and that in faet from Ashur as a
centre Assyria begins to extend her dominion about 2000
B.0., though the settlements in the north by migrations
from the south as well as through incursions from the
northwest are to be carried back to a much earlier

" Magli 1T, 114-121,

* Literally **day.""

* Le., the sorcerer and sorcercss.

™ See above, p. 55, zeq.
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period. The name of the god being dependent upon
that of the city, Ashur is thus the god of the city of
Ashur, The original solar character follows from the
common symbol of the god, a reproduction of the

dise, frequently with the rays of the sun elearly in-
dicated”” He is addressed also in hymns and invoea-
tions in terms which betray the original conception,
though this trait is paturally overshadowed by the
supreme position accorded in Assyria to Ashur, who,
taking the place assigned to Marduk in the south, be-
comes like the latter the creator of everything, the ruler
of gods as well as of all mankind. At the dedication
of an image of Ashur made at the instance of King
Sennacherib (705-681 B.C.), the king addresses his god
as follows:**

#To Ashur, the king of the totality of the gods, his own creation,
father of the gods,

Whose power is unfolded in the deep, king of heaven and earth,

Lord of all gods, controller of the Igigi and Anunnaki*

Creator of the heaven of Anu and of the world below, ereator of
mankind,

Dwﬂﬁngiummmphndmmvmhlﬂ‘“n!thﬂmm
miner of fates,

Dwelling in E-sharra in Ashur—for his lord, Sennacherib, King of
Assyris, has made an image of Ashur."'

The god who dwells in the heavens is a golar deity
like Anu himself was, as we have seen. Naturally,
Ashur takes on the traits also of Marduk. The role of
epeator is transferred by virtue of national pride from
Marduk to Ashur. As the universal creator, Ashur
sontrols the deep as well as the heavens. He is Anu,

o7 Qee Plate m. Figs. 2 and 3, and FPlate XXXIN above
the tree of life. '

» Craig, Assyrian and Babylonian Religious Texts, 1, P1. 83,

* The group desigoation for the minor order of heavenly and
earthly deities.

1 Iy the sensa of *‘supreme lord.”




230 BABYLONTA AND ASSYRIA

Enlil, and Ea thrown into one. The process towards
concentrating all divine attributes in one being is car-
ried to even further lengths in Assyria than in Baby-
lonia, for Marduk is always associated with Ea as the
father and with Nabu as the son. Ashur stands entirely
alone in his majesty. Representing the spirit of As-
syria which was so intensely martial as to make her
at one time the greatest military power of the ancient
world, Ashur naturally becomes primarily a warrior.
The artists of Assyria yield to this influence and spoil
the beautiful symbol of the ged by placing a warrior
with bow and arrow within the solar dise. Without
this addition, the dise might indeed have become a
svmbol of a spiritualized power, as the swastika and
the eross became. For the rolers, more particularly,
Ashur is merely the warrior whose standard is carried
into the midst of the battle field so as to ensure the
presence and aid of the god. * By the might of Ashur™
is the standing phrase in the votive and historical in-
seriptions of Assyrian kings. It is Ashur who mows
down the enemies, who burns and pillages cities, who
eaptures the women and children, and who spreads the
misery and desolation incident to bloody warfare.

As Ashur reflects the genius and spirit of Assyria,
go the god follows the varying fortunes of the country,
With the transfer of the capital to Calah and thence to
Nineveh, the centre of Ashur’s eult shifts to the
politieal stronghold. Wherever the kings reside, there
J is Ashur’s seat; and when the king himself leads the

military exploits, Ashur follows, Ashur is not bound

to a definite centre like his fwo older rivals, He and
| Assyria become synonymous terms in a sense which
never applied to Marduk. He becomes the lord or

Bél, par execellence, who has nothing to fear from any

possible rival. A centralizing tendency arises more

pronounced than previous endeavors in this direction,
and without disturbing the time-honored traditions
that grew up around Nippur, Sippar, Uruk, Cuthah,

—
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Eridu and other sites. Nineveh as the ecapital of
Assyria rises to a supremacy equal to the rank acquired
by Ashur himself—unsurpassed in majesty, without a
rival in power and glory.

XI

We have thus passed in review the chief figures of
the Babylonian-Assyrian pantheon and in the course
of this review have endeavored to show the close asso-
ciation between the eonceptions formed of the gods and
the course of political development in the south and
the north. We have seen how as a consequence of this
association solar gods, moon gods, storm gods and
water gods lose their original character by having
attributes given to them which are intended to sym-
bolize the supremaey they assumed because of the
political prestige acquired by the centres in which they
were worshipped, Afttempts are made in earlier and
later periods to speeify the relationship of the great
gods to one another and also to the minor loeal deities.
A pantheon arises with Enlil as the head which is sub-
sequently replaced by another with Marduk taking the
rank of Enlil, while in Assyria, Ashur eclipses both
Enlil and Marduk. Gradually, a selection out of the
large tumber of local deities is made. The pantheon
takes on a more definite shape. The hundreds of minor
gods fade into the background, becoming merely desig-
pations or attributes of the more important gods, or are
placed in lists drawn up by the priests in the relation
of members of the household,—relatives, servants,
officials—of a great god. Through a process reflecting
the speculations in the temple schools, a triad is evolved,
consisting of Anu, Enlil and Ea, dividing among them-
selves the three parts of the universe—heaven, earth
and water. A second triad is placed by the side of this
one, summing up the chief manifestations of divine
power in the universe, SBin (the moon), Shamash (the
sun) and Adad (the storm, including water). In the
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ease of each triad, a fourth figure is often added, Nin-
lil, originally the eonsort of Enlil, or Nin-makh (*‘the
great lady’’) to the first, and Bélit (*‘the lady’) or
Ishtar to the second—bhoth, however, symbolizing the
female element which, fruetified by the male, is the
indispensable complement to the production of life,
vegetation, fertility and all blessings that go with the
never ending process of vitality, growth, decay and re-
tion in nature. This leads us to a eonsideration,
before leaving the pantheon, of ome notable female
figure, the great mother-goddess, frequently identified
with the earth viewed as a fruitful mother but who
should rather be regarded in a still wider sense as the
mother of all that manifests life, embracing therefore
the life in man and the animal world as well as in the
fields and mountains in nature in general
This natural association of a female element as a
complement, to the male one leads to assigning to every
deity a consort who, however, has no independent ex-
istence, So Enlil has at his side Nin-lil, Ninib has
Gula (*‘the great one’’), Ningirsu has Bau, Shamash
has A, Sin has Nin-gul, Nergal has Laz, Anu a female
counterpart Antum, to Ea a consort Shala (““the
woman'") is given, to Marduk, Sarpanit or Nin-makh
(*‘the great lady'"), to Nabu, Tashmit (‘‘cbedience™),
while Ashur’s eomsort appears as Nin-lil or Bélit and
at times as Ishtar. All these fignres with the single
exception of Ishtar are merely shadowy reflections of
their male masters, playing no part in the cult outside
of receiving homage in association with their male
partners, Ishtar, however, although assimilated in the
Assyrian pantheon to the consort of Ashur, is an in-
dependent figure, who has her own temples and her
distinet eult. She appears under a variety of names
—Nani, Innina, Irnini, Ninni, Ninfi—all of which
contain an element having the force of “lady,” as is
also the ease with Nin-makh and Nin-lil, likewise used
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as epithets of the great mother-goddess. Corre-
sponding to the Sumerian element, we have in Ak-
kadian Bélit *‘lady”’ or ‘“‘mistress’ as one of the gen-
eric designations of Ishtar. All this confirms the view
that Ishtar is merely the symbol of the female element
in the production of life, and that the specific name is
of secondary significance. The circumstance that Nin-
lil, the consort of Enlil, is also (though in texts of a
later period) identified with the mother-goddess would
seem to show that the female associate of the head of
the pantheon was always an Ishtar, though in a eertain
‘sense, as we have seen, the consorts of all the gods
were Ishtars.

The oldest cult of the mother goddess, so far as
our material goes, appears indeed to have been in Uruk
where she is known as Nani, but we may be quite sure
that the cult was never limited to one place. The
special place which Nand has in the old Babylonian
pantheon is probably due to the peculiar development
taken by the chief deity of that centre, Anu, who as
we have seen became an abstraction—the god of heaven,
presiding over the upper realm of the universe, Her
temple at Uruk known as E-anna “‘the heavenly
house’ and revealing the association of the goddess
with Ann as a solar deity became one of the most
famous in the Euphrates Valley. It is in connection
with the cult of Nanf that we learn of a phase of the
worship of the mother-goddess which degenerates into
the obscene rites that call forth the amazement of
+Herodotus."” As the mother-goddess, Nani or Ishtar
is not only the source of the fertility displayed by the
earth and the kind, gracious mother of mankind, but
also the goddess of love—the Aphrodite of Bahylonia.
The mysterious process of conception and the growth
of the embryo in the mother’s womb gave rise at an
early period to rites in connection with the eult of the

¥ Book I, § 199,
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mother-goddess that symbolized the fruetifieation
through the combination with the male element,

There is, however, another side to Ishtar which
comes particularly to the fore in Assyria, though it is
also indigenous to Babylonia. She is not only the loving
mother but, as the protector of her offspring, a war-
like figure armed for the fray and whose presence is
felt in the midst of the battle. She appears to her
favorites in dreams and encourages them to give battle.
It is ghe who places in the hands of the rulers the
weapons with which they march to vietory. To Ashur-
banapal she thus appears armed with how and arrow
and reassures him; **Whithersoever thou goest, I go
with thee.”" *** As far back as the days of Hammurapi,
Ishtar is thus viewed as the ome who encourages her
followers for contest and battle,

Both phases of the goddess, as the gracious mother
and as the grim Amazon, are dwelt upon in one of the
finest specimens of the religious literature of Bahy-
lonia in which a penitent sufferer, bowed down with
sickness and misfortune, implores Ishtar to grant re-
Lief."**  The hymn is addressed to the goddess of Uruk
but she has become the general mother-goddess and
i3 instead of Nani addressed as Ishtar. Ishtar is
here identified with the planet Venus and assigned to
a place therefore in the heavens, As such she is ealled
*“the daughter of Sin,"” the moon-god. She is thus the
daughter of Anu, of Enlil and of Sin at one and the
same fime, a further indication that such epithets
merely symbolize a relationship to varions gods, ac-
cording to the traits assigned to her. The composition,
too long to quote entirely, begins:

* Cylinder B (ed. Geo. Smith, History of Assurbanapal, p. 125),
Col. §, 61-62, Ishtar is frequently represented as goddess of war
an seal cylinders. See Ward, Seal Cylinders of Westorn Asia
(Washington, 1910), Chapter XXV,

' King, Seven Tablets of Creation, I, p, 222237,
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I pray to thee, mistress of mistresses, goddess of goddesses,

Ishtar, queen of all habitations, guide of mankind,

Irnini ** praised be thou, greatest among the Igigi '™

Powerful art thou, ruler art thou, exalted is thy name,

Thoun art the light of heaven and earth, mighty daughter of Sin,

Thou directest the weapons, arrangest the battle array,

Thou givest commands, decked with the erown of rulership,

O lady, resplendent is thy greatness, supreme over all gods.

‘Where is thy name not? Where is thy command not!

Where are images of thee not made? Where are thy shrines not
erected §

Where art thou not great!—where not supreme!

Anu, Enlil and Ea have raised thee to mighty rulership among
the gods,

Have raised thee aloft and exalted thy station among all the Igigi.

At the mention of thy name, heaven and earth quake,

The gods tremble, the Anunnaki quake,

To thy awe-inspiring name mankind gives heed,

Great and exalted art thon!

All dari-headed ones,'™ living beings, mankind pay homage to
thy power.

I moan like a dove night and day,

I am depressed and weep bitterly,

With woe and pain my liver is in anguish.

What have 1 done, O my god and my goddess—I1

As though 1 did not reverence my god and my goddess, am 1 treated.

I experience, O my mistress, dark days, sad months, years of mis-

fortune. ™

As the planet Venus, the movements of Ishtar in
the heavens form a basis for divining what the future
has in store.” The prominent part taken by the ob-
servation of Venus-Ishtar in Babylonian-Assyrian

¥4 An epithet of Ishtar, See nbove, p, 232,

"% Here used as a general designation of all the gods.

™ Here used for mankind in general.

107 Bee for details, Jastrow, Religion Babylonisns und Assyriens,
11, pp. 612-638.
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astrology is reflected in many of the hynms to her. The
influence of the priestly speculations in thus eombin-
ing the popular animistic conceptions of the gods and
goddesses with points of view derived from the pro-
Jection of the gods on to the starry heavens iz one of
the features of the religion of Babylonia and Assyria,

Ishtar under one name or the other becomes a
favorite subject for myths symbolizing the change of
seasons, her period of glory when the earth is in full
bloom being the summer followed by the rainy and
winter months when nature decays, and which was pie-
tured as due to the imprisonment of the goddess in the
nether world. She takes her place in popular tales,
half legendary and half mythical, and we have a
number of compositions *** further illustrating how the
popular myths and tales were embodied into the cult.

%% See pp. 453461,




CHAPTER V

THE CULTS AND THE TEMPLES OF BABYLONIA AND
ASSYRIA

I

In the course of discussion of the views held of the
gods and goddesses, the general features of the religion
have been revealed, as well as the relation of religious
beliefs to the course taken by the political fortunes of
Babylonia and Assyria. A close interdependence be-
tween the position of the gods and the changing
political conditions in the Enphrates Valley, needs to
be kept in mind as the most important factor, leading
to a divorce in the conception of the gods from the
animistie starting-point as the personification of some
specific power or manifestation of nature. We have
seen how in the ease of such fipures as Enlil, Marduk
and Ashur this process resulted in a tendency towards
the unification of all such manifestations in a single
deity. A spiritual impulse is thus given to the view
of divine government of the universe, the significance
of which is not diminished by the limitation pointed
out and which prevented the rise of a genuine mono-
theism in Babylonia and Assyria. As a reflex of the
higher point of view such members of the pantheon as
Shamash, the sun-god, Sin, the moon-god, Fa, the
water-god, Nabu, originally the god of Borsippa,
Nusku, the fire-god, and Ishtar, the mother-goddess
rise far beyond the original animistic level, and be-
ecome in a measure symbols of the beneficent influence
exerted by the powers of nature on man. Ethieal traits
such as merey, justice, love, forbearance are superim-
posed on the original attributes of strength and vio-
lence, at times to such an extent as to obscure the older
aspects. As a result of this tendency towards giving the
personifications of powers of nature an ethical import,
we find increasing prominence given to the thought

287
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that the gods send sickness, suffering, misfortune,
drought, pestilence and national catastrophes of a
larger character, defeat in battle and invasions of the
country, as a consequence of misdeeds, primarily on the
part of the rulers who stand nearer to the gods than
the ordinary individual. To be sure, the misdeeds
grouped together under the general designation of sins,
may be either of a genuinely ethical character or purely
ceremonial neglect or even ritualistic errors. While
this decided limitation in the ethies of Babylonia and
Assyrin which elings to the religion down to the latest
period must be given due consideration, nevertheless
it marks a decided step forward to recognize that the
displeasure or anger of the gods as shown by the pun-
ishments sent by them is not aronsed without some good
cause,—good naturally from the limited point of view
here emphasized. All misfortunes are looked upon as
punishments from angry deities, and the punishment
itself is the natural and necessary consequence of sin,
The obvious corollary is that the gods are on the whole
and ordinarily favorably disposed towards mankind.
Some are more merciful by nature than others, some
like.the god Ea are in a speeial sense the protectors
of man, revealing to him even the secret counsels of
the gods, some like Ishtar bewail catastroplies sent
against mankind by angered deities, but all are open
to appeals and, it might even be said, prone to mercy
and inclined to be forgiving.

A second factor of fundamental importance for our
estimate of the religion of Babylonia and Assyria is
the recognition of the part taken by the endeavors on
the part of the priests to systematize the eurrent re-
ligious beliefs, with the result of building up a theo-
logical system of no small proportions. The most
prominent outcome of this endeavor was the theory of
a threefold division of the universe with the assign-
ment of a deity in control of each. The setting up of
this triad which may be traced back to the old Baby-
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lonian period marks a further step in the dissocia-
tion of the gods from their original limitations. Anm,
Enlil and Ea become symbols of divine government of
the universe, and similarly, though not to the same ex-
tent, the second triad, Shamash, Sin and Adad, sum up
the chief manifestations of divine power in so far as it
affects mankind—the sun, the moon and atmospherie
phenomena, while the addition of a further figure in
the case of both trinds, Ninlil * for the first, and Ishtar
for the second, symbolizes the female element which
combines with the male to bring about the renewal of
nature and the reproduction of animal and hwman life.
While the theoretical constructions perfected in the
temple schools no doubt exercised a decided influence
on popular beliefs, yet it is natural to find that the
masses clung to the traditional animistic conceptions
of the local deities. To the people, the head of the
pantheon, whether Enlil, Marduk or Ashur, remained
the local divine patron; and so in the other centres,
Shamash, Ea, Sin, Nebu, Nergal as the case may be,
remained on the level of personifications of powers of
nature, attached as protecting spirits to the loeality in
question. The larger and higher point of view comes
to the fore in the hymns and pravers which are dis-
tinctly the product of the priests of the temple schools,
but the very circumstance that they are in most cases
attached as introductions to pure incantation formulas,
the popular basis of which is just as evident as is the
more scholastie character of the hymns, shows that the
consequences of the expansion in the conceptions of
the gods were not drawn when it came to the actual eult.

IT

From this point of view it is therefore signifieant
to find the large place taken in the practice of the
religion by incantation rituals and divination prac-

* Or Nin-kharsag—another designation of the consort of Enlil
See above, p. 202,
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tices. It is inconceivable that the hymns and the in-
eantations should be the produet of the same order of
thought, and as we proceed in our study of the religion
of Babylonia and Assyria the evidence increases for
the thesis that the incantation texts, growing by ac-
cumulation from age to age, represent the older prod-
ucts which are retained by the side of compositions
expressive of more advanced thonght. The power
appealed to to furnish relief must be addressed, and
naturally the priests will endeavor to embody in this
address the conceptions of the god or goddess that have
been developed as a result of their speculations and
attempts at systematization. The teclinical {erm
shiptu for ‘‘incantation™ is therefore attached to the
hymns as a further indication that they form an in-
gredient part of this subdivision of the religious
literature.

Taking up the incantations proper, we find the
basie idea to be the theory that sickness and all forms
of bodily suffering ave due to the activity of demons
that have either of their own aecord entered the body
of the wvictim, or that have been induced to do so
through the power exercised by a special class of
soreerers or sorceresses who are able to bewitch one
with the aid of the demons. This theory of ailments
of the flesh is of course the one commonly held among
people in a primitive stage of culture, and which is
carried over to the higher phases. That aches and
fevers should be ascribed to the activity of demoniae
forces within one is a natural eorollary to the animistie
conception eontrolling the religion of Babylonia and
Assyria, and which ascribes life to everything that
manifests power. A cramp, a throbbing of the head,
a shooting pain, a burning fever naturally give the
impression that something—to speak indefinitely—is
inside of you producing the symptoms; and modern
science curiously enongh with its germ theory to
account for so many diseases comes to the aid of the
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primitive notion of demoniace possession. To secure
relief, it was therefore necessary to get rid of the demon
—t0 exoreise the mischievous being. It was also natural
to conclude that the demons, ordinarily invisible, lurk-
ing in the ecorners, gliding through doors, hiding in
out of the way places to pounce upon their vietims
unawares, should be under the control of the gods as
whose messengers they thus acted. The presence of a
demon in the body was therefore a form of punishment
sent by a deity, angered because of some sin committed.
But besides the gods, certain individuals were supposed
fo have the power over the demons to superinduce
them to lay hold of their victims. Giants and dwarfs,
the erippled and deformed, persons with a strange ex-
pression in their eyes, inasmuch as they represented
deviations from the normal, were regarded as imbued
with such power, and euriously enough women were
more commonly singled ont than men, perhaps because
of the mysterious function of the female in harboring
the new life in her womb. As a survival from this
point of view, we find the witeh far down into the
Middle Ages a commoner figure than the sorcerer, and
i fact surviving the belief in the latter.

In whatever way the demon may have found his
way into the victim, the appeal had to be made to a
god or goddess to drive him out; nor was the theory
that the demon represented the punishment sent by an
angered deity affected by the power aseribed to certain
individnals to bewitch individuals, for it was also in
this case because the deity was offended that the sor-
eerer or sorceress could exereise his or her power. With
the good will and favor of the gods assured, one was
secure from demons and sorcerers alike.

The existence of several elaborate incantation series
in Ashurbanapal’s library, preseribing a large number
of formulas to be recited in conneetion with symbolical
rites to get rid of the demons, furnishes the proof for
the practical significance attached to ineantations in

18
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both Babylonia and Assyria. These series, Babylonian
in origin, revert to Sumerian prototypes and represent
compilations stretching over a long period, with addi-
tions intended to adapt them to conditions prevailing
in Assyria, The seribes of Ashurbanapal were not in-
dulging in a purely academie exercise in copying the
archives of Babylonian temples; their purpose, as was
also the aim of the king, was to make Nineveh the
eentral religious authority as well as the political mis-
tress by having in their control the accumulated ex-
perience of the past, in dealing with the religious needs
and problems of their own age.

A feature which these incantation series® have in
common is the recognition of a large number of demons,
with speeial functions assigned in many cases to the
one c¢lass or the other. So, for example, there is a
demon Labartu, represented as a horrible monster with
gwine sucking at her breasts,® who threatens the life of
the mother at childbirth; a group known as Ashakku
who cause varieties of wasting diseases, another demon
Ti'n, whose special function was to eause diseases,
manifesting themselves by headaches accompanied by
fever, and so on through a long list. It will be apparent
that there is no differentiation between the demon and
the disease. The one is the synonym of the other, and
accordingly in medical texts the demons are introduced
as the designations of the diseases themselves. The
names given to the demons in many cases convey the
““strength’ or “‘size’’ aseribed to them, such as Utukku,
Alu, Shedu, Gallu, or they embody a deseriptive epithet
like Akhkhasu, *seizer’ (4also the name of a form of

* Large portions of five series have now been published, having
the names: (1) Utukki limndd (the evil utukki), (2) Ashakki
marsifi (disease ashaklki), (3) Labartu-geries, (4) Shurpd (burn-
ing), (5) Makld (‘' consuming"’), See eopious specimens in Jastrow,
Eeligion Babyloniens und Assyriens, 1, pp. 273392,

® See the illustration at the bottom of the bronze plague, Plate
LXVI, Fig. 1 and p. 411.
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jaundice); Rabisu, the one lying-in-wait; Labasu,
“overthrower’; Lilu and the feminine Lilitu, “*night-
spirit”'; Etimmu, ghost or shade, suggesting an identi-
fieation of some demons with the dead who return to
plague the living, Namtar, ‘*pestilence,”’ and more the
like, The deseriptions given of them, eruel, horrible
of aspect, blood-thirsty, flying through space, generally
invisible though sometimes assuming human or animal
shape or a mixture of the two, further illustrate the
eonceptions popularly held. A group of seven fre-
quently occurring in the texts and depicted on monu-
ments * 1s deseribed as follows:?

*Beven, they are they seven,
In the deep they are seven,
Settling in heaven they are seven.
In a section of the deep they were nurtured;
Neither male nor female are they,
Destruetive whirlwinds are they,
They have no wife, they produce no offspring.
Mercy and pity they know not,
Prayer and petition they hear not,
Horses raised in the mountains * are they.
Hostile to EaT are they,
Throne bearers of the gods are they,
To hem the way they set themselves up in the stroets.
Evil are they, evil are they,
Seven are they, they are seven, twice seven are they.'’

Their universality as well as their funetion in seiz-
ing hold of their victims, taking up their seat in any
part of the human body, is emphasized in another
deseription.

More specific is the description of the demon Ti'u,
the demon of head troubles and of fevers.?

* Bee Plate LXVI, Fig.l, and Plate LXVII, Fig. 2,
* Cuneiform Texts, XVI, PL. 15, 28-57.

* I.e., wild horses.

"'The god of humanity. See above, p. 210, seq.

" Cun. Texts, xvii, F1, 19, 1-30.
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“‘The head disesse roams in the wilderness, raging like the wind,
Flaming like lightning, tearing aloug above and below,
Crushing him who fears not his god like a reed, -

Cutting his sinews like a khinu-reed,

Maiming the limbs of him who has not a protecting goddess,
Gilittering like a star of heaven, flowing like water,

Besetting & man like & whirlwind, driving him like a storm;
Killing thal man,

Pierving another as in & eramp,’

So that he is slashed like one whose heart has been toarn out,
Burning like otie thrown into the fire'*

Like a wild ass whose eyes are clonded,™

Attacking his life, in league with death,

So is Ti'n, who is like a heavy storm whose eourse no one can follow,
Whose final goal no ang knows. "’

Elsewhere the invisibility of the demons is dwelled
upon. Of the Ashakku it is said ** that, sweeping along
like a storm, driving through the streets and highways

““He stands at the gide of a man, without anyone geeing him,
He aits at the gide of & man, without anyone seeing him, -
He enters a houss, without anyone seeing his form,

He leaves a house, without anyone observing him,"

ITT

The methods of obtaining release from the demons
are as various as the demons themselves, though they
all rest on two matifs—the power supposed to reside
in certain formulas urging the demons to leave their
vietim, and the performance of ecertain rites based on
sympathetic or symbolical magie, either mimicking the
hoped-for release or applying certain remedies; but
always with the idea that they will drive the demon

* He writhes in pain like one seized by a eramp, literally **cutting
of the inside.""

# A deseription of a burning fever.

. 1In the medieal texts the blinding headache is deseribed in this
way as clouding 8 man's vision.

2 Cun. Texts, xvii, PL 3, 21-28.
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away, rather than that they will have any direct bene-
ficial effect on the patient.

The magic formulas invariably involve the invoca-
tion addressed to some divine agent or to a group of
deities. The names of the gods have a certain power,
the name being, according to a widely prevalent view,
part of the essence of the being, Besides, words as
such are also imbued with power—a thought naturally
suggested by the command of a superior which is
obeyed by the one dependent upon a chief, and rein-
forced by the mystery of writing as the reflex of the
spoken word.

A few specimens of the formulas will not be out of
place. A brief and comprehensive one that is fre-
quently found is

““By the name of heaven be ye forsworn, by the name of earth be
ye forsworn, "

Or the exorciser appeals to all the gods as
*By the name of the gods, I adjure youn"’

or eertain gods are specifically named as at the close of
a rather elaborate eommand to the demons to leave the
body **

*Away, away, far away, far away,

Be ashamed, be ashamed! Fly, fly away!

Turn about, go away, far away,

May your evil like the smoke mount to heaven! **

Out of my body away,

Out of my body far away,

Out of my body in shame,

Out of my body fly away,

Out of my body turn away,

Out of my body go away.

To my body do not return,

To my body do not approach,
* Makiii series (ed. Tallqvist, Tablet V, 166-184),
" The line assumes, as an accompanying rite, the burning of

images of the demons.
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To my body draw not migh,

My body do not afffiet.

By Shamash, the powerful, be ye Forsworn,

By En, the lord of the universe, ba ye forsworn,

By Marduk, the chief diviner of the great pods, be ye forsworn,
By the fire-god, who consumes you, be ve forsworn,

From my body be ve restrained!"

The magie formulas with the invoeation to the gods
constitute, however, only half of the exorcising ritual,
the other and in many respeets more important half
being wmarked by ceremonies, accompanying the
formulas, which as suggested either represent dram-
atically and symbolically the destruction or driving
out of the demons, or fall within the category of medici-
nal charms that are supposed to have a direct effect
on the demons. We have already had oceasion in dis-
cussing the views held of Ea, the water-god,'® and
of Nusku (with various other designations),” the fire-
god, to point out that water and fire constitute the two
chief elements in the symbolical rites for exorcising
the demons. The Ea-ritual involved washing or sprink-
ling the body of the victim with water that is to be
taken from the Euphrates or Tigris as the sacred
streams, or from some bubbling source coming directly
out of the earth. So we read:'”

“*With pure, clear water,
With bright, shining water,
Seven times and again seven times,
Sprinkle, purify, ¢leanse |
May the evil Rabisyu depart!
May he step to one side !
May the good Shedn, the good Lamassn, remain in my body I
By earth, be ye forsworn.”
By heaven, be ye forsworn,

i Ahove, p. 211,

1 Above, p. 226, seq.

'* Haupt, Akkadische und Sumerische Keillschriftierts (Leipzig,
1892), p. 850, Cal. III, 1-13,
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An image is frequently made of the demon or of
the sorcerer or sorceress, placed on a little boat and
sent over the waters to the accompaniment of formulas,
voieing the hope that as the image passes along the
evil spirit may depart. The little boat is made to
capsize and the image is drowned, or it is directly
thrown into the water and thus again the hoped for
release is dramatically reproduced. The variations in
the rites are naturally endless. It is merely a further
modification of the Ea ritual if we find elsewhere diree-
tions to surround the bed on which the sick man lies
with some kind of porridge made of water and barley,
to symbolize the isolation of the individual, and with
this isolation to secure his release from the torturing
demons.

As the Ea ritual réevolves around the use of water,
in all kinds of variations, so the Nusku ritual is pri-
marily concerned with the use of fire as a means of
exoreising the demons, or of destroying the sorcerer and
sorceress. The most direet method was to make an
image of the demon and burn it, in the hope that the
imitation might bring about the reality.”

**T raise the toreh, their images [ burn,

The images of the Uinkkn, Shidn, Rabisn, Efinmi,

Of Labartu, Labasn, Akhkhazu,

Of Liln, Lilit and muid of Lilu,

And all evil that seizes men,

Tremble, melt and dissolve,

Your smoke rise to heaven,

Your Hmbs may the suu-god destroy.

Your strength may Marduk, the chief exorcisor, the son of Ea,
restrain!"’

Or for the sorcerer and sorceress:

*'On this day step forward to my judgment,

Suppress the uproar, overpower evil,

As these images flutter, melt and disappear

So may the soreerer nond sorceress fhutter, melt and dissppear!”

 Makld, Tablet I, 135-143.
¥ Maklii, Tablet 1T, 132-135.
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The images were made of various materials such as
piteh, elay, dough and bronze. A variation of this fire
ritual consisted in taking substances such as onions,
dates, palm cones, bits of wool, and seeds, and throwing
them into the fire to the accompaniment again of magic
formulas. A single specimen of such an ineantation
will suffice.®

**As the onion is peeled and thrown into the fire,
Consumed in the flaming fire,
In u garden will never dgain be planted,
In furrow and diteh will never be imbedded,
Its root will never again stick in the ground,
Its stalk never grow, never see the light of the Bun,
Will never come on the table of & god or king,
So may the eurse, ban, pain and torture,
Sickness, aches, misdeed, sin, wrong, transgression,
The sickness in my body, in my flesh, in my musoles,
Be peeled as this onion,
This day be burned in the flaming fire.
May the ban be removed, may I see the light!”

Similar formulas are preseribed for the other sub-
stances.

In addition, however, fo burning the images of
demons or sorcerers or throwing them into the water, a
large variety of other symbolical actions are introduced
in the incantation series, all falling within the category
of sympathetic magic. The image is bound, hands and
feet, so as not to be able to move, its eyes are pierced
or filled with spittle, its tongue pulled out or tied, its
mouth covered, or poison dripped into it or stuffed with
dust, its body slit open® and the like; and thus muti-
lated, it is thrown into water or fire or on a dust heap.
From such rites it is not a long step to the endeavor
to transfer the demon from the vietim to some sub-
stitute—a lamb, a pig or a bird, which appears then to

* Shurpi-series (ed. Zimmern), Tablet V-VI, 60-72.

* See 0.9, Makli-series, Tahlet IIT, 89-103 and Tablet VII,
97-107.
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have been offered up as a vicarious sacrifice for the life
of the vietim.**

“The lamb as a substituts for & man,
The lamb he gives for his life.
The head of the lamb he gives for the head of the man,
The neck of the lamb be gives for the neck of the man,
The breast of the lamb he gives for the breast of the man."

The underlying thought is that the demon passes
out into the animal which is offered to the gods, to
appease their anger against the human sufferer. We
are justified in drawing this conclusion from the cau-
tion expressly given® not to eat the animal which is
declared to be taboo:

“"Take a white lamb of Tammuz,*™

Place it near the sick man,

Tear out its insides.

Place in the hand of the man,

And pronounce the ineantation of Eridu.

That lamb whose insides thou hast torn out,

Cover it up as forbidden food for that man,

Cansign it to the flame or throw it into the street.

That man shut up in & room and pronounce the incantation of
Erido."

The animal has become unclean throngh the demon
that has been transferred fo it; therefore it is not to be
eaten, and while it is offered to the gods as a means of
diverting their anger from the man on whom it has
been visited, it is not a saerifice in the ordinary sense,
The demon may be algo transferred to a bird which is
caught for the purpose, slaughtered and eut up, affer
which the blood together with its skin and some por-
tions of the body is burned in the fire ** to the accom-
paniment of an incantation.

3 Oun, Texta, xvii, P1. 37, Tablet 27, 15-22

= Cun. Texts, xvii, PL 10, 73-11, 87.

M L., bornin the month of Tammuz—the spring season.

3 Sep Cun, Texts, Part xxiii, Pl. 49, 3-6.
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IV

We have still to consider an aspeet of the incanta-
tion rites which brings them into close relationship to
medical remedies. The incantation, in so far as its aim
is to cure the patient, is a precursor of medical treat-
ment, and so long as the theory of disease which re-
garded all sickness as due to the presence of a demon
in the body prevailed, medicine could never cut itself
loose from the principle underlying the wvarious
methods resorted to, for releasing the victim from the
clutch of the demons. Incantations, magie rites, sym-
bolical ceremonies had precisely the same object in view
as medieine proper—to drive or coax the demon out of
the body, or, viee versa, medical treatment was supposed
to act on the demon, while the cure of the patient was
merely an ineidental thongh obvious eonsequence that
followed upon the exorcism of the demon. Such we
find to be actually the theory on which medicine rested
among the Babylonians and Assyrians down to the
latest days; it formed an integral part of the incanta-
tion division of the religious literature, and while pre-
seriptions of a purely medical character are to be traced
back to quite an early period, they are invariably ae-
companied by certain magie rites of precisely the same
character as are found in incantations proper. But
the question may be asked, did not the Babylonians
and Assyrians recognize that there were substances and
certain remedies which effected a cure? Certainly, but
it is just because mediecine arises as an empirieal science,
based wholly on experience, that it could flourish though
attached to so primitive a notion as the exorcism of
demons. If a certain treatment was good for a pa-
tient, it was so because it was bad for the demon. If
certain herbs and certain coneoctions acted favorably
on a sick man, it was becanse the demons did not like
the smell or taste of the herbs, or because the ingredi-
ents of which the concoction was made were unpleasant
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to the demons and caused them to leave their vietim,
rather than be subjected to the annoyance of unpleas-
ant ordeals. In the case of stomaeh troubles, for ex-
ample, which naturally belonged to the most common
of diseases, the remedies resulted in vomiting or in
loosening the bowels, and it was supposed that in this
way the demon was foreed out of the body through one
end or the other. Experience taught the people that
for cramps and certain pains manipulation of the parts
of the body involved furnished relief, but in such cases
it was again perfectly natural to conclude that the
demons did not enjoy such manipulation, and preferred
to quit their victim rather than to submit to it again.
The theory eould thus be made to fit any conditions,
If we now look at the preseriptions in the medieal texts
of Babylonia and Assyria, of which we have a consider-
able number,*® we are struck by the large proportion
of bitter, pungent, ill-smelling substances which were
frequently ordered to be given, including a large num-
ber of downright nasty substances, such as putrid food,
fat, crushed bones, earth, dirt, urine and exerements
of buman beings and of certain animals. The purpose
of these was evidently to disgust the demons through
the evil smell, and to induce them to fiy to more agree-
able surroundings; and if we also find pleasant ingredi-
ents like milk, honey, cream, sweet-smelling herbs and
pleasant oils and unguents, we are justified in conelud-
ing that the aim of these was to gently coax the demons
to leave their vietims, just as the gods are bribed and
their anger appeased by sweet-smelling incense added
to the sacrifices.

An inecantation in connection with the nse of butter
and milk, frequently preseribed in medical texts,
reads: ¥

2 See g paper by the writer on ** The Medicine of the Babylonians
and Assyrians’’ in the Proecedings of the Royal Society of Medi-
cine (London) for March, 1914 (pp. 109-176), for further details.

3 Cun. Texts, xvii, PL 23, 170191
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‘" Butter brought from a clean stall,

Milk brought from a clean fold,

Over the shining butter brought from a elean stall reeite an incan-
tation:

Mgy the man, the son of his god,™ be eleansed,

May that man like butter be elean!

Like that milk eleansed,

Like refined silver shine,

Like burnished copper glitter!

To Shamash, the leader of the gods, commit him, ™

Into the gracious hands of Shamash, the leader of the gods, be his
salvation ** eommitted.””

In connection with a medical preseription consist-
ing of eight ingredients, an incantation is added in
which by a play upon the name of each of the substances
the hope is expressed that the power of the sorceress
may be broken: *

""Like the mint may her charm be erushed™
Like the sapru-herb may her charm destroy herx
Like a thorn weed may her charm pieree her*
Like the sammu-weed may her charm make her hlind,
Like esssia may her charm bind her,
Like khaltappan-herb may her charm terrify her,
Like kitmu-herb may her charm cover har,
Like sraru-herb may her charm curse her,
Like mukhurtu-herb may her ehirm ent her lips. "'

Oil as one of the most common of remedies is also
introduced into the incantation texts, and by a natural
association with water is attached to the Eridu-ritual.

** I.e., his protecting deity.

* From out of the clutches of the demon. The word used eon-
veys the idea also of a complete eure,

* Malkli-Sertes, Tablet V, 30-38

* Ninn (mint) with s play on enit, ' humhle, **

** Sapru—the name of a medicinal herb—with a play on sapdry,
**destroy.™

* Sikhlu (a thorny weed), with a play on sakhdlu, *'to pieree'”;
and, similarly, in the case of the other substances,
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The priest in rubbing the vietim with oil prenounces
formulas that imply the appeal to Ea, the god of
Eridu®*

‘* Pure oil, shining oil, brilliant oil.

Oil which makes the gods shine,*

01l whizh mollifies the museles of man.

The oil of Ea’s incantation, with the oil of Marduk's incantation

I pour over thee; with the healing oil,

Granted by Es for easing (pain) 1 rub thee;

Oil of life T give thee;

Through the incantation of Ea, the lord of Eridu,

1 will drive the sickness with which thon art sflicted out of thee."

Not infrequently purely medical preseriptions are
inserted into the ineantation texts,” and as a further
indieation of the close bond between incantations and
medieal treatment, we have large groups of texts® in
which such prescriptions alternate with purely magie
formulas, accompanied by directions of a ritualistic
character, just as in the medieal texts proper such
directions are introduced as an essential adjunect.™

Lastly, we have amulets of various kinds preseribed
as a protection against the demon, and which have also
the power of driving the demons away after they have
taken up their seat in some part of the body. The most
common of such amulets are stones, supposed to have
magie power, which are strung together into a chain
and attached to the hands, feet, eyes, as the case may
be, or placed around the head or hung about the neck.
The directions are specific to use white, black or red
strands of wool. A large variety of stones are thus in-
troduced, and from other sources we know of the good

# Makl(i-Series, Tablet VII, 31-38 and Weissbach in Beilrige
eur Assyriplogie, IV, p. 160,

" An allusion to the ancinting of the statues of the gods.

¥ E.g., Rawlinson IV,® PL 16, No, 2; 26, No, 7.

1 E.g., Con, Texts, xxiii, PL 1-22,

** Many examples in Cun. Texts, xxiii, P1. 25-50.
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luck associated with some stones, and of the bad Iuek
with others.™ Threads also, spun from virgin kids and
Enotted, were looked upon as protections against the
demons and, like the stone charms, were attached to
the head, neck, hands or limbs of the patient, and even
tied about the bed. The ramifications of the incanta-
tion motif are thus almost endless. Tt was no easy task
to fit one’s self to become an exoreiser, and so for the
guidance of priests, as for the education of those being
trained for temple service, elaborate handbooks were
compiled in which all the details were set forth with
almost painful accuracy.” Everything depended upon
the correct application, upon the proper arrangement
of the various ingredients for the symbolieal rites to
accompany the incantations, and upon the recitation of
the proper formulas in the proper way. The slightest

[lemr might prove fatal, and in case of failure to heal
the sick, the explanation was ready at hand that some
error had been committed, or that a wrong method had
been applied to drive the demons off,

v

The constant fear of the demons in which the people
passed their lives lent a somewhat sombre aspect to the
religion of Babylonia and Assyria which erops out also
in the methods devised for determining what the gods
had in mind, and thus to be at least prepared for what
the future had in store. Ineantations which were
resorted to when the evil had come and had manifested
itself through disease and suffering correspond to
eurative medicine, into which, as we have seen, it shades

* Bee Justrow, Religion Babyloniens und Assyrions, I, p, 464,
s¢q. For stones in incantation and medical texts sep Jastrow, ib.,
I, p. 838, and Oun. Texts, xxiii, PL 34, 29-31 and PL 42, 1719,

** The texts published by Zimmern in Part IT of his Beitrage zur
Kenniniss der Babylonischen Religion (Leipzig, 1901), pp, 81-219,
represent portions of such handbooks.
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over. Divination, as the endeavor to forestall coming
evil, has its counterpart in a measure in preventive
medicine, Sickness and suffering were 8o common that
the individual needs could not be overlooked. In the
case of a general pestilence, to be sure, the anger of the
gods manifested itself against the country as a whole,
and in such cases the guilt attached itself primarily
to the rulers upon whose good standing with the gods
the general and publie welfare depended, but when the
demons: confined their tortures to certain individuals,
the latter would naturally repair to the temples or
have the priests come to them, bring saecrifices and
with the aid of the priests endeavor to rid themselves
of the demons. Ineantation rites thus plaved a con-
siderable part in the religious life of the masses.

It was somewhat different when it came to divin-
ing the future. Foreknowledge of this kind was im-
portant before proceeding to war and at other erises
affecting the general weal; and even when the signs
were not deliberately sought out but obtruded them-
selves on one, as in the case of phenomena in the heavens
or of extraordinary occurrences, the eommon belief was
that the portent bore on public affairs rather than on
the fate of the individual, always exeepting the rulers
and the members of the royal family whose welfare
was so closely bound up with the general condition of
the people and the country. This applies more par-
ticularly to such cases where the sign revealing the
intention of the gods had to be sought out, for divina-
tion methods are of two kinds, the one involving the
interpretation of a sign which is looked for as an in-
dication of the divine purpose, the other the explana-
tion of a sign not of your seeking but which is obtruded
on your nofice. The chief example of the former
method in Babylonia and Assyria is the system of
divination for reading the future in the liver of a
sacrificial sheep. Before an impending battle, before
laying the foundation of a temple or palace, before
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entering upon a treaty with some rival power and in
the face of any crisis affecting the country, ineluding
even the outecome of sickness of the king or of a mem-
ber of his family, the priests were directed to kill a
gheep, which must be without blemish, to take out the
liver and note carefully the shape of the lobes, the gall
hladder and gall duet, the two appendices of the liver,
and above all the markings on the liver of a freshly
slaughtered sheep, due to the traces on the surface of
the subsidiary duets carrying the gall into the main
duct and thence into the gall bladder, there to be puri-
fied and discharged into the duodenum. Abnormal
peculiarities were particularly noted, such as the un-
usual shape or size of any part of the liver, and on the
general prineciple underlying all forms of divination
that the unusual sign points to some unusual happen-
ing, the conclusion was drawn by an association of
ideas suggested by the sign or by a record of what hap-
pened in the past on an oecasion when the sign in
question was observed, whether the prognostication
was favorable or unfavorable, Thus an enlarged gall
bladder or an unusually large finger-shaped appendix
attached to the upper lobe of the liver portended in-
crease, prosperity, success, added strength. But the en-
largement may be limited to one side, and in such a case
the association of the right side as the favorable one,
and of the left as the unfavorable one, would lead to a
further differentiation, a sign being interpreted as
favorable to you, or as favorable to the enemy and there-
fore unfavorable to you, according to the side on which
the sign appeared. It will easily be seen how by further
ramifientions, the field of observation could be extended
almost indefinitely, and the possible interpretations cor-
respondingly increased. Handbooks were prepared in
which all possible and many impossible si

theoretically assumed—were entered, together with the
interpretations, such collections to serve as guides to
the priests in determining the meaning of signs noted
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in the case of a called for inspection on any ocecasion.
The liver was chosen as the organ of divination, because
of the widespread belief among people in a primitive
and in a more advaneed stage of culture which regarded
the liver as the seat of life,*" superinduced, no doubt,
by the vast amount of blood—always associated with
life—to be found in the livers of both men and
animals.** The liver is the bloody organ par excellence,
so that the Chinese speak of the liver as the ““mother
of blood.” Life was synonymous among the ancients
with what we would eall soul, and hence the liver was
regarded as the seat of all manifestations of soul
activity—thought and all emotions alike. It is only
gradually as a reflex of increasing anatomical knowl-
edge that the differentiation takes place which popu-
larly assigns thought to the brain, the higher emotions
to the heart, and only the lower ones such as jealousy
and anger to the liver® The liver was originally re-
garded as the one and only organ of life. Correspond-
ing to this stage, the liver of the sacrificial animal,
acecepted by the deity to whom it was offered, would
thus be regarded as a reflex of the mind of the god.
Childish and naive as all this may seem to us, yet hepa-
toseopy is redeemed in a measure by the theory on
which it rests; and it acquires a certain importance
from a general cultural point of view because of its

“ Bee an artiele by the writer, **The Liver as the Seat of the
Boul,"" in Studies in the History of Religions, presented to C. TL
Toy (New York, 1912), pp. 143-168.

2 One-sixth of the blood in the human body is to be found in the
liver; in the case of some animals the proportion is even larger,

“The Babylonians and Assyrians advanced to the stage which
saw in the heart the seat of the intellect, and the liver as meraly the
seat of the emotions, though of all emotions (see above, p. 215}, but
thers are no indications that they over recognized the funetion of
the brain. Our term phrenology, derived from the Greek word for
“midriff,”” is a survival of the period which placed the seat of
thought below the disphragm, and not in the head.

17
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spread among other nations—the Hittites, Greeks and
Romans—as a direct result of the extension of the
sphere of Babylonian-Assyrian influence in the ancient
world,

The same is even more the case in a second system
of divination, elaborated by the Babylonian priests and
which eentred around the observation of the phenom-
ena in the heavens. We have already had oceasion**
to touch upon the wide sway of astrology in the con-
ceptions formed of the gods, whose seats under this
sway were transferred to the heavens, quite independ-
ent of the powers of nature which they originally
symbolized. In contradistinction to hepatoscopy, where
the sign is sought out as a means of securing an answer
to the question as to the favorable or unfavorable dis-
position of the gods at a given moment, astrology repre-
sents a method of divination in which the sign is forced
upon one’s attention and calls for an interpretation.
The sun, moon, planets and stars are there and the eon-
stantly changing appearance of the heavens was
brought into connection with the ceaseless vicissitudes
in the fortunes of man here below. Once the step was
taken of identifying planets and stars with gods, as
sun and moon were gods, the further ecorollary fol-
lowed that the movements in the heavens represented
the activity of the gods, preparing the events that took
place on earth, Everything being dependent upon the
gods and everything in nature and in the life of man-
kind being due to the gods, the theory arose in the
schools of speculative thought of a correspondence be-
tween conditions to be observed in the heavens and
phenomena on earth. Astrology, or the interpretation
of the signs in the heavens, thus takes its rise as an out-
come of speculation of a comparatively advanced char-
acter in contrast to liver divination, which rests upon
an essentially popular belief of the liver as the seat of
life. The second method of divination thus stands on

4 Bea ghove, p, 200,
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a far higher plane; it involves a careful observation
of the movements of the sun and moon, far above the
reach of the average mind, and to an even larger extent
is this the case in endeavors to follow the slower and
less conspienous movements of the planets. The
simplest form of astrology thus involves some astro-
nomieal knowledge, and it is not surprising to find that
the endeavor to read the coming events in the heavens
led from a pseudo-science to a real one, which in the
later periods reached an astonishing degree of per-
feetion. So strong, however, was the hold which
astrology acquired that even after the point had been
reached of recognizing the laws presiding over the
phenomena in the heavens, priests eontinued to con-
elude from conditions in the heavens what was to oceur
on earth; and the priests of Babylonia were succeeded
by the astronomers of Greece and the star-gazers of
Rome, who applied and amplified the system of inter-
pretation, evolved in the course of millenniums in the
Euphrates Valley. Until the threshold of modern
science astrology was cultivated as a discipline of
genuine value throughout Europe, by the side of and in
connection with astronomy.

The supposed correspondence between phenomena
and movements in the heavens and occurrences here on
earth was, however, not the only factor involved in
Babylonian-Assyrian astrology. The two chief gods
in the heavens were the sun and the moon, the former
recognized by experience as the regunlator of the
seasons, the latter a means of caleulating time. The
movements of the sun and moon represent a constant
transition, in the case of the sun from night to morn-
ing, in the case of the moon the regular suceession of
its four chief phases. This transition motif in the
heavens had its parallel in the life of man, in the tran-
sition of the mew life issuing out of the womb of the
mother, the transition from childhood to adolescence
marked by striking physical phenomena at the age of
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puberty, the transition from life to death., The depend-
ence of man upon the sun and moon being a fact too
obvious to be overlooked, the transition periods in con-
nection with these two bodies were earefully noted as
furnishing an indication whether one could look for-
ward to a favorable or unfavorable turn in the affairs
of mankind. Note was accordingly taken of the phe-
nomena attending sunrise, whether the sun rose in a
clear sky or enveloped in clouds; and in addition, any
striking eonditions under which the sun appeared at
any time, with a halo around it, or through atmogpherie
disturbances appearing paler or brighter than usual,
and above all an eclipse of the sun or an obseuration
under circumstances which seemed to suggest an
eclipse. Association of ideas and the record of events
that followed in the past upon the observation of cer-
tain striking phenomena in the sun, formed again the
two chief prineiples involved in the interpretation. The
unusnual because abnormal pointed to some oecurrence
out of the ordinary—an eclipse or obscuration of the
sun by a natural association portending some disaster
—bad crops, defeat in war, sickness in the royal family,
destructive storms, inundations, pestilence, a plague of
locusts or what not.

For the moon the scope of observation was still
wider. Of the phases of the moon, the appearance of
the new moon, the time of full-moon and the disap-
pearance of the moon for a few days at the end of each
lunar month represented the chief perieds of transi-
tion. All three were marked with great significance,
The disappearance of the moon naturally aroused un-
easiness. Popular myths arose, representing the cause
of the disappearance as due to the eapture of the moon
by hostile powers; and great was the rejoicing when
the new moon appeared. The time of the disappear-
ance as of the reappearance could only be approx-
imately determined, and according as the disappear-
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ance took place on the 27th or 28th day, it presaged a
different event, Similarly, in the absence of any exaet
astronomical ealeulation, the new moon might appear
to be delayed, which was always looked upon as a bad
omen. The length of the lunar months varying some-
what in the calendar as fixed by the priests, the day
on which the moon appeared to be full might be the
14th or 15th day, while through defective ealenlations
it might appear not to be full till the 16th day, or as
early as the 13th day. A too early or a belated appear-
ance of the new moon or full moon was generally re-
garded as an evil omen, though under other attendant
eircumstances, the unfavorable sign might be converted
into a favorable one.

Thirdly, we have the further extension of the scope
of astrological divination by the identification of the
great gods of the pantheon with the planets, Jupiter
with Marduk, Mercury with Nabu, Mars with Nergal,
Satmn with Ninib, and Venus with Ishtar. The condi-
tions under which the planets appeared, whether bright
or pale, their relative position to one another, to certain
stars and to the moon, and such phenomena as the
phases of Ishtar, were noted and interpretations
recorded. The ecliptic as the road along which the sun
and the planets appeared to move was recognized, and
a three-fold division set up corresponding to the three-
fold division of the universe. Adopting the terminol-
ogy for the latter, the northern seetion of the ecliptie
was assigned to Ea, the middle to Anu, and the southern
to Enlil; and according to the position of any planet
at any time, a further means of securing differentiating
interpretations was obtained. Various other deviees,
all of a more or less artificial character, were resorted
to in order to build up a system of interpretation, as
for example the parcelling out of the four directions,
Sonth, North, East and West among the four countries,
Babylonia, Assyria, Elam and Amurru, and aceording
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as a phenomenon was observed on one side or the other
of the moon or sun or of one of the planets, the inter-
pretation was applied to the eorresponding country.
Without entering into further details, suffie it to
say that for obvious reasons astrology was a form of
divination that bore almost exclusively on the publie
welfare—the outcome of a military expedition, the
crops, general prosperity or national catastrophes, the
effects of storms, inundations, the invasion of the
enemy, the sickness or death of the ruler, rebellion,
change of the dynasty, and the like. The individual
had a very minor share. Only the faint beginnings of
an attempt to read in the stars the fate of the individual
can be deteeted in Babylonian-Assyrian astrology.
| That phase of the pseudo-science was taken up by the
Girecks, who appear to have eultivated astronomy long
before they came into contact with Babylonian-As-
syrian astrology, and who, as we know,* took over the
astrological system perfected in the Euphrates Valley
and grafted it on to their own astronomy.

Lastly, the observation of atmospheriec phenomena
such as winds, storms, earthquakes, thunder and light-
ning and the movements and shapes of clouds was
added as a supplement to astrology proper, as a fertile
field for determining what the gods, who econtrolled
these phenomena likewise, intended to bring to pass on
earth. The factor of faney entered into this subdivi-
sion of divination even more largely, and according to
the direction of the wind, the number of thunder claps,
the eharacter of the lightning, the fanciful figures of
the clouds, and the conditions under which these and
various other phenomena appeared, the interpreta-
tions, usually bearing on matters of publie weal, varied.

** See, for the proof, Jastrow, Religion Babyloniens und As-
#yriens, L1, pp, 708, seq., and 744, s0z., and the moungraph of Bezold
and Ball, Beflexe dstrologischer Keilinschrifien bei Griechischen
Schriftstellorn (Heidelberg, 1911),
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VI

A third system of divination that flourished in
Babylonia and Assyria and, like the two others, made
its influence widely felt in antiquity was the interpreta-
tion of abnormalities of all kinds in the case of infants
and the young of animals, observed at the time of birth.
The new life issuing so mysteriously out of the mother
marked a transition to which all the greater importance
was attached because of the profound impression made
by the mystery of life in general. This system falls,
as does astrology, in the class of omens which are forced
on one's attention—not deliberately sought out, as in
the case of hepatoseopy. The observation of birth-
signs shares, however, with hepatoscopy its bearing on
the fate of the individual as well as on the publie
welfare, and indeed to a greater extent than is the case
in divination through the liver of the sacrificial animal,
resorted to, as we have seen, chiefly for public and of-
ficial purposes. The house in which an infant with
anomalons features is born or the stall in which an
animal deviating in one way or the other from normal
conditions makes its appearance were supposed to be
directly affected by the unusual phenomenon, but in
many cases an alternative interpretation is offered,
bearing on public affairs, while in the event of an ex-
traordinary deviation such as the birth of an unusually
large litter, or so rare an occurrence as triplets or four
or even five infants born to a woman, or the birth of
some monstrous ereature, the sign was an ominous one
for the whole country primarily, if not exclusively, The
range of anomalies recorded in the compilations of the
diviners and in official reports is exceedingly large and,
as more texts come to light, reaches proportions almost
too large to be controlled. In general the deviation
from the normal was regarded as an evil omen, though
there are not infrequent execeptions. The distinction
between the right as the favorable side and the left as
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the unfavorable one, is introduced as a basis for varying
interpretations. Thus, if a lamb is born with the right
ear lacking, it signifies that “the rule of the king will
come to an end,” “‘confusion in the land,” “‘loss of
cattle” and the like, whereas the lack of the left ear
prognosticates corresponding misfortunes to the enemy
and his eountry, and is therefore favorable to Babylonia
and Assyria. Again, two ears appearing on the right
side and none on the left is an unfavorable sigm,
whereas two ears on the left and none on the right is
unfavorable for the enemy and therefore favorable for
you. Inthe enumeration of anomalies we must again
take into account the factor of fancy and the desire to
make the collections complete so as to be preparved for
all emergencies. Many of the entries are therefore
purely “academie.’” **

The factor of faney manifests itself in these hand-
books of the Babylonian-Assyrian diviners in a form
which is especially interesting, because of the explana-
tion it affords for the widespread belief in antigquity in
Liybrid creatures such as satyrs, mermaids, fauns, har-
pies, sphinxes, winged serpents and the many fabulons
monsters of mythology and folk-lore. We have long
lists of the young of animals having the features or
parts of the body of another animal. Instead, however,
of being recorded as a mere resemblance, an ewe giving
birth to a lamb having a head whieh suggests that of a
lion, or of a dog, an ass, of a fox or a gazelle, or ears or
eyes which suggest those of another amimal, if is stated
that the ewe has given birth to a lion, dog, ass, fox ga-
zelle, as the case may be. Tn the same way, sinee it often
happens that the face of an infant suggests a bird, a
dog, a pig, a lamb, or what not, the faneied resemblance
leads to the statement that a woman has given birth to
the animal in question, which thus becomes an omen,
the interpretation of which varies aceording to the

*“Sew, for details, Jastrow, Babylonian-Assyrian Birth-omens
and their Cultural Significance (Giessen, 1914).
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ideas associated with the partieular animal. A lion
suggests power and enlargement, and therefore a lamb
or an infant with a lion-like face points to increase and
prosperity in the land and to the growing strength of
the ruler, and is also a favorable sign for the stall or
house in which such a ereature is horn, Favorable ideas,
though of a different order, are associated with the
lamb, pig, ox and ass, whereas with the dog as an un-
elean animal in the ancient as well as in the modern
Orient, the association of ideas was unfavorable, and
similarly with the serpent, wild cow and certain other
animals, the interpretation refers to some misfortune,
either of a publie or private character, and occasionally
of both. This feature of a fancied resemblance be-
tween one animal and another and between an infant
and some animal was the starting-point which led,
through the further play of the imagination, to the
belief in hybrid ereatures and all kinds of monstros-
ities; The ecase of an infant being born with feet
united so as to suggest the tail of a fish iz actually
recorded in our lists of birth-signs, and from such an
anomaly to the belief in mermaids and tritons, half
human and half fish, is only a small step, rendered still
more credible by the representation in art which con-
verts the resemblance to a fish tail into a real fail
Since we have the direct proof *" of the spread of the
Babylonian-Assyrian system of divination from birth-
omens, as of the two other systems above discussed, to
Asia Minor, Greece and Rome, there is every reason to
believe that we are justified in tracing back to this
system the belief in fabulous beings of all kinds, though
it may of course be admitted that there are also other
factors involved. We find this belief in Babylonia and
Assyria, where we encounter in the ancient art hippo-
centaurs as well as bulls and eagles with human faces,
and in the Assyrian art the winged monsters with
¥ Given in the author’s monograph on Babylonian-Assyrian
Rirth-omens, pp. H0-64. Se¢ also Plute XXXTII, Fig. 2: Plate
XXXIII; Plate LTI and Plote LXXIV for hybrid fizures.
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human faces and the bodies of bulls or winged human
figures with eagle faces. The process once begun would
naturally lead to all kinds of ramifications and eom-
binations,

VII

The three systems of divination which we have
analyzed all entered direetly into the religious life of
the people and illustrate some of the religions prae-
tises which were maintained, like the incantation
rituals, throughout all periods. The longing to pierce
the unknown future, to pull aside the veil which sepa-
rates us from a knowledge of coming events, is so strong
inman as to have all the force of an innate quality—an
instinet of which he himself only gradually becomes
fully conscious. It plays an unusually prominent part
in the religion of Babylonia and Assyria, indeed so
prominent as to justify us in asserting that by the side
of the ever present fear of the demons, the significance
attached to omens was the most conspicuous outward
manifestation of the religious spirit of the people taken
as a whole. This conelusion is strengthened by the
knowledge that we now have of other forms of divina-
tion, such as pouring a few drops of oil into a basin of
water, and according to the action of the vil in forming
rings and bubbles that sink and rise and the directions
in which they spread, conelusions were drawn of & mare
or less specific character, and suggested by a more or
less artificial association of ideas with the action of the
oil—bearing either on public affairs or on private
matters, according to the questions asked of the
diviners, to which they were expected to give an
answer,**

Within the other eategory of involuntary divina-
tion where the sign is obtruded on your notice, falls the

mportance attached to dreams, the interpretation of

** For details see Jastrow, Religion Babyloniens und Assyriens,
I, pp. T49-775




OULTS AND TEMPLES 267

which formed in faet one of the most important fune-
tions of the Babylonian-Assyrian priests acting as
diviners. References to dreams are frequent both in
the older and later inseriptions of Babylonian and
Assyrian rulers*® A majestic figure reaching from
earth to heaven appears to Gudea in a dream; it turns
out to be the god Ningirsu. A female figure also rises
up with a tablet and a stylus who is the goddess Nisaba.
The sun mounting up from the earth is explained to be
the god of vegetation, Ningishzida. Various utensils
and building material and an ass to carry burdens
which the ruler sees in his dream leave no doubt as
to the interpretation of the vision. It is the order to
Gudea to build a temple according to the plan drawn
on a tablet by a second male figure appearing to him,
and who turns out to be the god Nin-dub. The inter-
pretation is given to the ruler in this instance by the
goddess Nind as whose zon he designates himself.
Ordinarily, however, it is to a priest to whom rulers
and people go to learn the meaning of dreams, in the
belief that dreams are omens or signs sent by the gods
as a means of indicating what is about to happen: and
even in Gludea’s case we may safely assume that the
interpretation ascribed to the goddess direetly was
furnished to him through the mediation of the priests.
At the other end of Babvlonian history, we find Ne-
buchadnezzar and a goddess appearing to Nabonnedos,
the last king of Babylonia, in dreams to explain eertain
strange signs that had lately been reported. In the
inseriptions of Ashurbanapal, the great king of As-
syria, there are several references to dreams. The
goddess Ishtar rises before him and encourages the
king to give battle. A diviner has a dream in which
he sees certain ominoug words written on the moon.
The priests made compilations of all kinds of phenom-
ena that might appear to people in dreams with the

 See examples in Jastrow, Religion Babyloniens und Assyriens,
II, p. D55-958.
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interpretations added, and no doubt the endeavor was
made also in these handbooks to be prepared for all
emergencies. If one dreams of earrving dates on one’s
head, it meant distress, if vegetables that things will
go well, if salt that he will suffer some injury, if a
monntain that he will have no rival. If one dreams
that one is flying away, it is a prognostication that good
fortune will take wings; if he descends into the earth
and sees dead persons, it is an indication of approaching
death. Eating figs and drinking wine in a dream are
good omens; dust, elay and piteh are bad signs, and so
on ad infinitum.

The movements and actions of animals formed
another fertile field of divination. Among the animals,
snakes and serpents, dogs, cows, sheep, goats, gazelles,
falcons, mice, horses, pigs, foxes, eagles, chickens, swal-
lows, fishes and various insects oceur in lists of such
omens preserved for us. Seeing a snake on getting up
in the morning on New Year’s Day was interpreted as
an indication of approaching death; if the snake falls
on & man, it means severe sickness or serious misfor-
tune; if it falls behind a man, the omen was a good one;
if it falls on the right side, that he will be seized by a
demon of sickness, whereas on the left side the omen
was partly favorable, partly unfavorable, The inter-
pretations vary again according to the month and the
day of the month on which the incident oceurs, so that
once more the field is enlarged to almost limitless
proportions,

A white dog entering a palace means siege of a city;
a yellow dog, that the palace will escape disaster: a
dog of mixed colors, that the enemy will plunder the
palace. Dogs barking at the gates prognosticate a
pestilence, mad dogs the destruction of the city, howl-
ing dogs the overthrow of the city. A faleon flying into
& man’s house means that his wife will die; if the faleon
carries off something from a man’s house, that the man
will die of a lingering disease; if a bird builds its nest
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and lays its young in a man’s house, at the entrance or
in the court, the omen is unfavorable.

These examples will suffice to illustrate the general
character of the collections as well as the nature of
the interpretations, based in part upon the same asso-
ciation of ideas which we encountered in the case of the
other systems of divination, and in part no doubt on the
record of what happened in the past when the sign in
question was observed. In addition we must always
allow a large leeway for fancy and the purely arbi-
trary factor, as well as the *‘academic’” character of
very many of the omens registered which probably
never occurred, and are entered merely through the
desire of the priests to be prepared for all possibilities
—and impossibilities.

VIII

To complete the general survey of the religion of
Babylonia and Assyria, it remains for us to summa-
rize the organization of the temples and to add some
indications of the festal oecasions on which special
rites were observed in honor of the gods, and the manner
in which on such oceasions they were approached.

We have already indicated, in connection with the
diseussion of the chief figures in the pantheon, the
tendency to group around the enlt of the patron deity
of an important centre the worship of other gods, and
we have seen that this tendeney goes hand in hand with
the political expansion of such a centre, but that the
centre is apt to retain a considerable portion at least of
its religious prestige even after the political decline has
set in. The foree of tradition, playing so effective a
part in religion everywhere, would help to maintain
rituals and praetices once established, even if the con-
ditions giving rise to such rituals and practices no
longer prevailed. Confining ourselves to the larger
centres and to those best known fo us, like Nippur,
Lagash, Uruk, Ur, Kish, Eridu, Sippar, Babylon and
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Borsippa in the south, and Ashur, Calah and Nineveh
in the north, we note the gradual extension of the area
within which the main temple stood to become a more
or less extensive sacred quarter. So in Nippur E-kur,
the name of Eulil’s sanctuary, becomes such a designa-
tion to include the temples and shrines erected to the
numercus deities grouped around Enlil and brought
into a relationship of subserviency to their master, as
his sons, daughters, servants, body-guard, ministers
and officials. Similarly in Babylon, E-sagila, as the
name of Marduk’s temple, grows to be a spaecious
quarter with numerous sanctuaries, large and small, to
Nabu, Ninmakh (or Ishtar), Shamash, Ha, Nergal,
Ninib—to name only the most important. The general
arrangement of these temples, as we shall have ocea-
sion to see in more detail in the chapter on the archi-
tecture and art,”® was in all cases the same, following
an ancient prototype which provided an outer and an
inner court of almost parallel dimensions, with a cor-
ridor leading from the inner eourt to the innermost
smaller chamber, reserved for the priests and the rulers
and in which, enclosed in a niche, the image of the deity
in whose honor the temple was erected stood. Grouped
around the three divisions was a series of rooms, vary-
ing in number according to the size and importance of
the edifice, for the accommodation of the priests and
for the administration of the temple, while in the case
of the largest centres, special buildings were erected as
store-houses for the temple possessions, stables for the
animals, and dwellings for the numerous attendants and
officials incident to the growing complications of the
larger temple organizations. A feature of the main
temple in every centre that was never lacking was a
stage-fower, consisting of from two to seven stories;
and placed either behind or at the side of the temple
proper.*
* Chap VI See also Plate XXXVIIL
# See p. 874 seg. on the special significance of thess towers,
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Corresponding to the growth of the temples, we find
the organization of the cult extending its scope; and
with this extension, the steadily increasing power and
authority of the priests. In the small beginnings of
the Euphratean eities, the priestly and secular fune-
tions no doubt rested in one and the same person.
The ruler of a city or district, as we have seen,®® was
regarded as the representative of the deity. Assuch he
stood in a special relation to the deity, acting as a
mediator between the latter and the people, while upon
his good standing with the god, the general welfare of
the people depended. On the very ancient monument
of Ur-Nind ® we find the ruler himself offering the
libation to the god, though behind him stands an attend-
ant who is probably a priest to assist in carrying out
the rite. As early, however, as the days of Gudea (e.
2450 B.0.) the ruler himself is led into the presence of
the deity through the mediation of a priest. Gudea is
80 depicted on seal eylinders and other monuments, and
presumably therefore the marked differentiation be-
tween priest and rnler thus illustrated was at the time
an established custom of long standing. The mediator-
ship may, indeed, be set down as the chief prerogative
of the priest in Babylonia and Assyria. With this as a
Htsrtang-pnmt his other functions as sacrificer, as ex-
oreiser, as inspector of the liver for the purpose of
ascertaining the disposition of the deity, as astrologer
and as diviner in general, interpreting birth-signs,
dreams, and furnishing the answer as to the meaning
of all kinds of oceurrences that deviated from the
normal or that in any way aroused attention, may be
derived. The people could proeeed as far as the inner
court of the temples, where an altar stood, but beyond
that the priests alone could venture, and the rulers only
if accompanied by a priest who as the privileged ser-
vitor of the deity had access to the divine presence.

82 Above, p. 127 and Plate XLVL

* See nbove, p. 255 and below p. 468,
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Intercession is thus a distinguishing function of the
priest, as a corollary to his role as mediator.

The growth of the temple organizations along the
lines ahove set forth mnaturally resulted in a dif-
ferentiation of priestly functions, Besides a num-
ber of general names for priest, such as shangii, énu,
“votary™ and wmmdnu (expert), with gradations of
rank as indicated by the title shangfi makhkhi,
“high priest,” we find over thirty classes of priests
recorded in the material at our disposal. The **exor-
ciser’’ (mashmashu or dshipu) is separated from the
“diviner” (bari, literally **inspector’™), and these two
from the “singer™ (zammeru), ““anointer’ * ( pashs-
shu), and ““musician” (kali, lallaru, niru, ete.) and
from the ‘‘snake charmers® (mushlakhkhw), who
formed a class by themselves and perhaps had other
functions than the name suggests. Each of these had
numerous subdivisions such as ‘“‘libationist™ (ramiu,
nisakku), ‘“‘anointer” (pashishu),* **dream inter-
preter’” and *“oracle™ (sha’ilu) and others such as wri-
gallu, and the abkallu, abarakku, whose exact fune-
tions still escape us.® Women also took a large part as
priestesses of one kind or another in the temple ser-
vice *—as singers, “howlers” (chanting the lamenta-
tions), musicians, exorcisers and furnishing oracles.
We find also several classes of holy women leading a
secluded life in special homes which would correspond
to our cloisters and nunneries, and who were regarded
as constituting in a measure the harem of the god to
whose service they were dedicated. Some of these were
“sacred prostitutes,” and it is in connection with this
class of priestesses that rites were practised in the
temples which, while probably regarded as purely
symbolical to promote fertility among mankind and in

* Perhaps, however, the one who merely prepares the sintment.

* See the full list with discussion in Frank, Studies sur Baby-
lonischen Roligion (Strassburg, 1011), I, pp. 1-37.

¥ See Frank, 4b., pp. 47-50.
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the animal world, were unmistakably obscene, or at
least degenerated into obscene rites.

In addition to the purely religious duties in con-
nection with the temple service, the priests were also
the seribes, the judges and the teachers of the people—
all three funetions following maturally from the re-
ligious point of view involved in writing, in legal de-
cisions and in knowledge in general. The tradition
once established, the priests continued to act as the
official seribes in the case of the thousands upon thous-
ands of legal and commercial documents that have come
down to us from all periods, though, to be sure, in
later days we occasionally come across a seribe who
does not appear to have been a temple official.

The gods are the law givers, as all decisions are
originally divine oracles furnished by their representa-
tives, the priests. We have an interesting trace of this
point of view among the Hebrews in the phrase “‘to
go before God,” used in the oldest legal code of the
Pentateuch™ The word for law in Hebrew, £6rd, has
its equivalent in the Babylonian térte which means
“oracle,” that is, a divine decision. Hammurapi places
as the headpiece of the monument containing the laws
of the country,” an effigy of himself in an attitude of
adoration before Shamash, ““the judge,” as the ultimate
source of the laws. Down to the latest days of the
Babylonian and Assyrian kingdoms, the temples were
also the law courts, and in the large centres, no donbt,
special quarters were provided for the numerous offices
and officials required to carry out this part of the
temple service, which grew to large proportions with
the spread of commercial activity and inecreasing
business complications incident thereto. Respect for
law thus deriving its sanetion from the religion marks
rulers and people alike; and even those kings who ap-

T Exodus 21, 6. The rendering ** judge'' in the English version
embodies the later interpretation.

* Plate XXXIV.

18
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peared to be most ambitious to extend their power and
authority, whose cruelty to ememies and cenquered
nations knew no bounds, who openly boast of the rav-
ages they committed in fierce warfare, bow before the
majesty of the law and emphasize the care with which
they protected the rights of their subjects,

The temples themselves had their own business
affairs which in the case of the larger centres assumed
the proportions of extensive commercial establish-
ments. As the organization of the priesthood became
more complicated, there was much work which had to
be done for the temples. The needs of the priests and
of the temple service had to be attended to. Contracts
were given out for garments to be made, for temple
property to be tilled and improved, for necessary re-
pairs and for new edifices to be erected. A feature of
the temple organization in both Babylonia and Assyria
which throws a less favorable light on the religion was
the gradual increase in their land holdings, and the
accumulation of large resources with the help of which
the priests themselves became important factors in the
commercial activity of the country. Wé find the
temples in the large centres engaged in renting out
lands and houses, in all manner of barter and exchange,
in lending large and small sums on interest, and in en-
tering directly on the customary commercial enter-
prises. At certain periods, the temples in fact assume
somewhat the aspect of national banks, without, how-
ever, ever becoming financial monopolies. In the later
days of the Babylonian monarchy we find priestly fae-
tions arising, who help to bring about the internal dis-
sensions which made Babylon fall such an easy prey
before the army of Uyrus.® The religion of Babylonia
and Assyria, however, survives the political downfall
of both the north and the south, and well on through
the period of Greek domination following upon Persian
control, we find the temples in the old eentres still the

¥ See above, p. 184
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objeet of veneration and worship, to which the new
rulers edme to share with the people in the homage to
the ancient gods, From the earliest to the latest period
the priests continued to act as the teachers of the
people. With the art of writing in the hands of the
priests, the secrets of the gods eould be unlocked by
them only. The mysterious art naturally formed the
basis of an education which the priests alone could im-

. On the tablets all the extant knowledge was
recorded, and to the tablets the wisdom and experience
of the past was committed. Only through the hand-
books was it possible to aecquire the details of the
various rituals and to carry out the requirements with-
out danger of missteps. To provide for the uninter-
rupted continuance of religious tradition and its ex-
pression in the cult, the priests of the coming genera-
tion had to be trained by the present ome. In all the
larger temples and no doubt in the smaller ones as
well, schools were established by the priests to hand
down to their successors the wisdom of the ages as
recorded in the compilations and eolleetions which each
large temple made in response to practical needs, though
only in so far as these needs dictated. For the benefit
of the pupils, lists of the signs used in the seript were
prepared with their values as syllables and as words.
Grammatieal paradigms both for the Sumerian and the
Akkadian texts were drawn up, exercises in the use of
the phrases and terms oceurring in the hymns, incanta-
tions, omens, and in legal and historical texts were
worked out in almost bewildering profusion, and texts
edited with commentaries to explain difficult or obseure
passages. Much of the Babylonian literature has thus
come down to us in the form of school editions; and
this applies also to mathematical tablets, chronological
and geographieal lists and medical preseriptions for
whieh long lists of trees, plants, herbs and stones served
as supplements, just as lists of all kinds of animals, of
vessels of all kinds were prepared as aids for instrue-
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tion in the omen literature. There followed instruction
in the temple service in all its ramifications, and for this
purpose the seribes of each temple had committed to
writing all the necessary details and had preserved
from one generation to the other the ineantation rituals,
the hymns and prayers, the omen collections and also
as supplements, closely bound up with the cult and the
current beliefs, the myths and fables and miscellaneous
productions of the past. The larger the centre, the
larger naturally the official and school archives., The
sciences that were evolved out of the eult, such as as-
tronomy and mathematics in connection with astrology,
medicine and botany as an outeome of the ineantation
rituals were likewise in the hands of the priests and re-
mained so till a very late period. The temple schools
thus continued to be the intellectual centres of the
country, and no doubt these schools furnished the ineen.
tive to the cultivation of the fine arts as well. The
priest as seribe and as judge leads to the priest as
teacher. In this threefold capacity he dominated the
entire civilization unfolded in the course of millen-
T s,

IX

The occasions on which the people repaired to the
temples have been touched on at various points in the
course of our survey of the chief aspects presented by
the religion. In general it was when sickness or some
other kind of misfortune ensued, that the people sought
the mediating help of the priests. On such oceasions
the elaborate ineantation rituals were drawn upon, the
appropriate formulas selected and the ceremonial de-
tails punctiliously carried out. Reports were sent to
the rulers, announcing the appearance of the new moon
and officially recording the exaet time of full moon.
All strange oceurrences in the heavens and on earth
were interpreted, and the priests were kept busy an-
swering the questions put to them by the rulers at
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erifical periods, or by the people when strange happen-
ings took place in houses, streets or stalls, or when
any unusual experience ocenurred. Owing to the large
aspect taken on by the official character of the religion,
the times when the rulers proceeded to the temples
were particularly numerous. The official eult played a
far larger part in the religion than the satisfaction of
the religious needs of the ordinary individual, but at
the important festival celebrations, occurring at the
transition periods of the year, the people joined the
rulers in thronging the courts of the temples, witnessing
the offering of the sacrifices which they provided for
such occasions and perhaps taking a direct, albeit a
minor, part in the ceremonies incident thereto. The
sacrifices embraeed animals and land produce, as well
as preeious woods and special votive gifts. Lists em-
bodied in Gudea’s inseriptions,® which may be re-
garded as typical, enumerate oxen, sheep and goats,
doves and various other domesticated birds; chickens,
ducks and geese(?), various kinds of fish, dates, figs,
eucumbers, butter, oil, cakes. In what way the animals
to be offered were selected we do not as yet know, but
it is eminently likely that with the perfected organiza-
fion of the priesthood, regular tariffs were set up,
prescribing what was to be brought on each occasion
and in what amounts—very much as in the various
Pentatenchal eodes and in Pheenician saerificial tar-
ifs. The New Year’s festival, celebrated at the com-
mencement of the spring season and marking the tran-
sition from the winter—the period of nature’s silence
—to the reawakening to new life was the most salemn
oceasion of the year. Tits celebration may be traced
back to the old Babylonian period. In Lagash it was
pictured as the marriage day of the solar deity Nin-
girsn with his consort Bau, the mother-goddess, the
union, accordingly, of the male and female element,
* Statue E, eols. 5-8 and G, colz. 4-5 and elsewhere { Thurean-
Dangin, Sumerisch-Akkadische Kinigsinschriften, pp. 80-84),

L3
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issuing in the new life pulsating throughout the earth
in the joyous springtime. The sacrifices offered at the
festival were designated as the wedding presents for
the divine pair. No doubt in other centres of sun cults
—and we have seen that most of the patron deities in
the large centres were solar gods—similar rites were
observed, so that the ecelebration in Babylon eentring
around Marduk and his consort Sarpanit, of which
we know many details, represents a combination and
elaboration of ancient traditions. The gods were ear-
ried about in solemm procession, bringing their homage
in eommon with that of mankind to the great solar deity
who had beeome the head of the pantheon. Nabu came
from Borsippa to pay a visit to his father enthroned
in E-sagila.®* The festival lasted for ten days, during
which interval the gods were supposed to assemble in
the “saered chamber of fates,’” there to decide the fates
of the individuals for the coming year, with Nabu
acting as the secretary and recording the divine and
nnalterable decisions. A sombre character was thus
given to the festival, the ritual for which included
penitential hymns, embodying appeals for forgiveness
of sins and for divine merey. The Babylonian-Assyrian
akitu, as the New Year's festival was called, became
the prototype for the New Year’s season of the He-
brews, which likewise embraces a period of ten days
and closes with a solemn fast, the main burden of which
is the confession of sins and the appeal for forgiveness
s0 that one may be *“inseribed for life for the coming
year,”” as the phrase in the Jewish ritual runs. The
seventh month, as the beginning of the second half of
the year which was divided into twelve lunar months®?
also acquired a sacred significance; it marked the
season of the final harvest, preceding the beginning of
the rainy season. The transition mofif thus also

® See above, p. 217,

** Regulated to accord with the solar year through intercalating
& month at certain intervals,
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dominates the fall festival which, like the one in the
spring, appears to have extended over a considerable
part of the month. Indications point to its having been
marked by the rejoicings ineident to a harvest festival,
though the approach of the wintry season of the year
must have tempered the joy. There are indications
that the Babylonians, from a certain time on, recog-
nized two “New Year’s" seasons,” one in the spring
which remained the official one, and one in the fall
which appears to have been suggested by the agricul-
tural and climatie conditions of the Euphrates Valley.

The period of the summer solstice was also marked
by a festival, though we are still in the dark as to the
character of the ceremonial preseribed for it; it is
eminently likely moreover that we will come across
gome rites marking also the winter solstice. Besides
these occasions, marking the transition from one season
to the other, the two transition periods in the phases
of the moon, the new moon and the full moon, were
festive oecasions, the former charaeterized by rejoie-
ings at the reappearance of the silvery orb, the latter
of a more solemn aspect as marking the transition to
the waning of the moon.

X

Lastly, a few words as to the belief of the Baby-
lonians and Assyrians regarding the fate of man after
death has set in. In common with all peoples of
antiquity, Babylonians and Assyrians believed in the
continuation of conscious existence in some form in the
grave. As an heritage of the limited mental horizon
of primitive enlture, they could not coneeive of life once
begun coming to an absolute standstill. The analogy
between sleep and death, and the constant renewal of

® Bea Jastrow, Religion Babyloniens und Assyriens, I1, p. 462,
and now with further details, Weidner, Aller und Bedeutung der
Babylonischen Astronomie und Asirallekre (Leipzig, 1914), p. 31,
204
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life in nature after its apparent extinetion reinforced
the popular conception that the dead, though con-
demned to inactivity, vet refained consciousness, The
fate of the dead was, however, a sad and gloomy one.
Barth burial being the prevailing method of disposing
of the dead among both Sumerians and Akkadians,
the dead were pictured as hnddled together in a great
eave under the ground fo which the name Aralé was
given. In poetie compositions * this dwelling place is
at times spoken of as a eity and again as a palace, but
the conception loses none of its gloomy aspects by such
terms. In Aralii the dead lie, like prisoners, bound
hand and foot, unable to move, doomed to perpetual
inactivity, subject to pangs of hunger and thirst unless
their needs are provided for by surviving relatives
through food and drink placed on the graves. The
method of burial remained at all times exceedingly
gimple. In earlier days it appears to have been cus-
tomary to bury the dead naked in the ground, in later
days to cover them with reed mats, or to enclose them
in large earthen jars or barrels and to place them in
subterranean vaults of a simple construetion. No doubt,
in the case of the rulers and of the high officials more
elaborate methods of burial were introduced, but in
striking econtrast to conditions in Egypt, we find little
care bestowed on the preservation of the body. Liba-
tions and sacrifices were offered to the dead, pots and
jars with food were placed near them in the vaults, and
in later periods models of objects needed by them, as
well as ornaments, trinkets, and perhaps toys for the
children. There was a speeinl pantheon for the dead
presided over originally by a ernel goddess, Eresh-
kigal or Allatu, to whom afterwards Nergal, the
god of mid-summer, associated with sickness and death,
is assigned as a consort. The pair act as prison keepers;
4 See p. 454, and for further details Chapter IV on **Hebrew
and Babylonian Views of Life after Death," in Jastrow, Hebrew
and Babylonsan Traditions (New York. 1914).
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assisted by a host of demons, headed by Namtar, the
demon of pestilence, in keeping the dead confined
within the gloomy hollow, portrayed as dark and dusty.

The faint beginnings of a timid reaction against
this primitive conception are to be seen in tales of
favorites of the gods to whom a happier future is
accorded. So the hero who eseapes from the deluge is
removed to a land at the confluence of streams, and
there enjoys a genuine immortality like that of the
gods.®® Another hero, Gilgamesh,” described as two
thirds god and one third man, may in one version have
also been accorded this boon, but in the composite story
of his achievements which became current as the
national epic of Babylonia, he is pictured as fearing
death like the rvest of mankind. His companion,
Eabani, who is associated with him in some of his deeds
of prowess is obliged to submit to the *“‘law of the
earth' as it is called, and from the tomb sends Gilga-
mesh a message deseribing the state of the dead in the
nether world. The last word on the subject is there-
fore a note of despair, an injunction to enjoy life as
long as it lasts, for after death all joys cease.”

That under the circumstances the ethies of the
Babylonians and Assyrians were nevertheless of a
relatively high order, as seen in the laws, the regula-
tions of the courts, in the methods of business, in the
family relationships, and even in the aftitude of the
kings towards their subjects speaks well for the whole-

“ See p. 452,

28 Sop Chapter X X111 of the author's Religion of Babyloma and
Assyria (Boston, 1898).

" See pp. 461463,

" Further details in Chapter V, “‘Hebrew and Babylonian
Ethics,"" in the author’s Hebrew and Babylondan Troditions (New
York, 1914}, and Chapter V1, “* Ethics and Life after Death." in the
authar’s Aspects of Religious Belief and Practice in Babylonia and
Assyria (New York, 1911).  See also “Maxims of Conduct,’” D
4644635,
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some influence exerted by the religion*® No doubt the
constant fear of the demons acted as an impelling mo-
tive in inducing the people to maintain favorable re-
lations with the gods, paying tribute to them by sacri-
fices and gifts, seeking out their shrines to obtain
directions through the priests for proper conduet, tak-
ing the necessary steps to ascertain the meaning of
signs sent by the gods, imploring their forgiveness
when divine anger had manifested itself in one way or
another, but apart from all purely material motives
there must have been a serious realization of the obliga-
tions resting upon ruler and people alike to regulate
their lives according to fixed standards which, with
due recognition of their limitations, must yvet have been
of a high order. The gods, as we have seen, were
pictured as on the whole kindly disposed toward man-
kind, acting from motives of justice tempered with
mercy. Such conceptions must have reacted favorably
on the disposition of the masses to carry out in their
own lives the example set by the divine rulers from
whom they believed all blessings to flow. The hope of
obtaining these blessings, which were in the main of
a purely materialistic order—long life, plenty of off-
spring, ease, comfort and joy—were no doubt the main-
spring of conduct, as they still dominate the general
ethies of the masses at the present time; but such is
the complicated and contradietory nature of man that
ideals may spring up from a materialistic foundation.
This was the case in the civilization of Babylonia and
Assyria. When Hammurapi, the great and rather
ruthless conqueror, declares as his highest ambition to
be remembered as a “‘father to his people,”* we can
no longer doubt the sway exercised by religious con-
ceptions and by ethical aims, quite independent of the
material rewards to be expected by following the
standards of right and justice.

" In the Introduction to his famous eods.




CHAPTER VI

LAW AND COMMERCE

I

WE are fortunate in possessing the code of laws
according to which Babylonia was governed in the see-
ond millenninm before this era. This eode, the oldest
compilation of laws in the world, inseribed on an obelisk
of black diorite standing about eight feet high, was
found in 1901 in the conrse of exeavations conducted
under the leadership of M. J. de Morgan on the site of
the aneient city of Susa. The monument, dating from
the reign of Hammurapi (e. 2123-2081 B.c.), was origin-
ally set up in the temple of Marduk at Babylon, known
as E-sagila (*‘the lofty hounse'’) whence it was earried
as a trophy of war by an Elamitie conqueror in the
twelfth century .o, A striking feature of this code,
written in Babylonian, is its comprehensive character,
covering as it does almost all phases of publie and social
life in Babylonia. No less significant is the ecireum-
stance that the code reverts to an older Sumerian
original of which some fragments have been found,!
s0 that Hammurapi’s share in this great compilation
appears to have been limited to preparing a translation
of the older and later laws of the country into the Semi-
tie speech and to publish the Code officially as the laws
of the conntry for all times.?

1 8ee Clay, Orientalistische Litteratuzeitung, 1914, Sp. 1-3.

* Clay copies of the Semitie text were prepared, of which the
University of Pennsylvania possesses a large fragment, published
by Dr. Arno Poebel, MHistorical and Grammatical Tezts (Phila.
1814) No. 83, The first publication of the Code with phototype
reproductions, transliteration and translation into French, we owe
to Vincent Scheil (Délégation en Perse, Mémoires, Vol, IV, Paris,
1902, pp. 11-162) ; an English translation with the original text
and transliteration, as well as a complete glossary was published by
the late Prof. R. F, Harper, The Code of Hammurabi (University
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There are indications in the code itself of its being a
mixture of older with later elements. It opens, in faet,
with two statutes which show the ordeal as a test of
gruilt still in force; it assumes in certain instances the
lex talionis as the basis of punishment, but by the side
of such primitive views and procedures, it contains
many statutes revealing an advanced stage of soeiety
with highly developed ethieal principles and elaborate
means of establishing the guilt of the one aceused of a
erime or misdemeanor, with correspondingly nice dis-
tinetions in the endeavor to bring about a cobrdination
between guilt and punishment, and accompanied also by
efforts to curb parental and marital authority.

The reason for the retention of old laws by the side
of later ones lies in the view common to antiquity of
law as a divine deeree—an oracular deeision of a deity.
The Hebrew word for law, tordh, has its equivalent in
the Babylomian fértu which means an ** oracle.” The
decision in a dispute between parties was rendered by
the deity and originally no doubt before the image of
the god. It was, therefore, binding for all times, But
while it could not be abrogated, modifications were
introduced which practically changed its tenor, and
since these modifications take on the form of regulations
superimposed on the original law, the old was formally
retained by the side of the new. Thus in the oldest code
of the Hebrews—the so-called Book of the Covenant
(Ex, 21-23, 19)—slavery, while formally recognized,

of Chicago Press, 1904) ; another English translation in convenient
form we owe to C. . W. Johns, The Oldest Code of Laws in the
World {Edinburgh, 1903) ; the best German translation is that of
Prof. Arthur Ungoad in a publication in eonjiunction with Prof.
J. Kghler, Hammurabi's Gesetz (5 parts, Leipzig, 1904-1911), eon-
taining in addition to the translation comments on the legnl aspects
by Prof. Kohler, and a selection of business and legal documents
of the Hammurapi period, illustrating the application of the code
in nsetunl practice. The spelling of the name with '* p "* appears to
be a more correet form and is now generally adopted by scholars,
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is changed practically into an indenture by the stipula-
tion that when one buys a slave, he must be set free at
the end of six years. So in the code of Hammurapi
the Iex talionis is not infrequently modified into a fine
regarded as a quid pro quo, in place of the original
literal interpretation. We are not in a position to
indicate the age of the oldest portions in the laws of
Hammurapi, but from an important document of the
reign of a far earlier ruler, Urukagina (e. 2700 B.0.),
we learn of legal reforms instituted by him,” which pre-
suppose the formulation of the laws for the regulation
of temple fees, of marriage and divorce, of restitution,
of wrongful acquisition of property, and the like, We
are, therefore, safe in assuming that as early at least as
3000 B.c,, and probably considerably earlier, the en-
deavor was made to provide for the orderly conduet
of publie and private affairs of the country by legal
procedures.

The eode of Hammurapi is thus not only an index
of the state of law in the second millennium, but is
also a witness to the high antiquity to which the formu-
lation of laws in the Euphrates Valley reverts, Taking
Hammurapi's eode as it stands, it is both interesting
and important to detect the systematic manner in
which the statutes are put together.* After a series of
introductory regulations on evidence and judicial de-
cisions, the entire domain of law under the two aspects
of things and persons is divided into six groups, Per-
sonal Property, Real Estate, Trade and Business
Relations being treated under the former aspect, and
the Family, Injuries and Labor under the second
aspect.

Under Personal Property, we have theft of objeets,
further subdivided according as the thefi is from a

* Thureau-Dangin, Sumerisch-Akkadische Konigsinschriften, pp,
4456, See above p. 130

*1 follow Professor D, G, Lyon’s admirable analysis in the
Journal of the American Oriental Society, vol, xxv, pp. 250, seq.
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temple or palace or from an individual, kidnapping a
minor, fugitive slaves, aggravated forms of Elhaft, n;
b y liighway robbery, robbery with murder, an
tht:fstl?rzm aghurning house. Under Real Estate there
are first treated the laws regarding the holdings of state
officials with their duties, rights and restrictions, and
covering such subdivisions as the loss of one’s holdings
through various eauses, the relation of the holder to
claimants, inalienable holdings of animals or realty.
There follows the division of private realty with sub-
divisions like hired fields and payment of rent, unre-
claimed land, subletting, payment of debt on one's field,
mortgages, damages to fields and erops, laws in regard
to orchards or date groves, leasing of productive groves,
lease of houses, ete.®* Under Trade and Business, the
regulations for suits against or by merchants and
peddlers, wine-selling, debts, suits for debts, storage
and deposits,

This eloses the first of the two larger divisions deal-
ing with things, Among the most interesting features
of the code are the statutes in the second division, treat-
ing of the family in all of its many aspeets, including
the definition of marriage, adultery, the suspect wife,
remarriage, desertion, divoree, rights of wives, relation
of wives to concubines, slave wives, deserted wife,
mutual responsibility of wife and husband, killing of
hushand, incest, breach of promise, dowries, rights of
children, status of widows, daughters who became
votaries, adopted children and disinheritance, A
second of the larger subdivisions takes up the important
subject of injuries, specifving the punishment or fine
in case the injury is done to males —further distine-
tions being made as throughout the code between

* There is n break in the text at this point, due to an intentional
erasure on the part of the Elamitie conquerer who carried off the
eode, and who had intended to write a commemarative inseription
of his own deeds on this part of the stone. For some reason this
wes not done,
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injuries to freemen and to slaves,—and to females, more
specifically in the case of a woman with child who is
maltreated. The third subdivision may be grouped
under laborers and labor, and eomprises injuries done
by doetors, surgeons and veterinarians whose profession
comes under the category of skilled labor, building and
shipping aceidents due likewise to laborers included
under the head of skilful, while the other gemeral
category of unskilled labor covers such miscellaneous
subjects as damages to or by oxen, farm hands, wages
of shepherds and accidents caused by them, hire of
laborers of various kinds and finally slaves,

This carefully considered arrangement was on the
whole consistently carried out, though it resulted in a
certain confusion because of the necessity of treating
the same subject (as, for instance, slaves and injuries)
under various subdivisions instead of massing them
together, and because of the addition of later elements
in the form of modifications and speeial illustrations to
the older subdivisions,

IT

Coming now to the code itself, it may be useful to
give some illustrations of its provisions as a further
means of grasping the spirit in which legislation in
Babylonia was conceived. I have already referred to
the survival in the code of the ancient ordeal as a
punishment and as a test. After announcing in the
first paragraph that the false acenser shall be put to
death, it provides that if the aceusation is soreery, the
one 8o charged shall be immersed in a stream. If, as
the phrase rums, * the river (spoken of as the river
god) holds him in his grasp,’” i.e., if he sinks and is
drowned, his guilt is established and the accuser ob-
tains possession of the sorcerer’s property; if, however,
the river deity acquits him, i.e., if he does not drown,
the one accused obtains possession of the property of
his agcuser,
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Now nothing could conceivably be more primitive,
and from the point of view of modern justice more
absurd. The stipulations, however, well illustrate the
aneient point of view that all decisions in cases of doubt
rest with the gods. The contestants bring their suit
before the deity, who through a sign or an oracle renders
a verdiet,’ and as a survival of such beginnings of legal
procedure, the custom continues to prevail till the latest
days in Babylonia to have the eourt of justice within
the temple or the temple precinet, and to have priests as
the representatives of the deity to act as the judges,
though, as we shall see, not exelusively. The ecircum-
stance that the accuser shall receive the property of
the aecused in case the latter’s guilt is established, and
that the former shall forfeit his own property in case
of a false accusation, also shows a point of view totally
different from the principles upon which our ideas of
justice rest. A fine or compensation for a false accusa-
tion seems reasonable, but that the accuser should re-
peive a reward for an accusation which turns out to be
correct reveals social conditions that antedate the exist-
ence of rational equnity. There is an advance to a higher
stage in the third paragraph which provides that he
who bears false witness or who cannot prove his testi-
mony in a criminal ease involving life or death, shall
himself ineur the death penalty. Here the principle
underlying the lex falionis comes into play. Since the
testimony, if established, would lead to the death of the
accused as & punishment, the false witness—and he who
cannot prove his testimony falls within that category—
should receive the punishment which is involved in the
testimony itself. The application of the same principle
leads to the further statute, that if the case is a eivil
guit involving as the phrase runs “ grain or money,"” or
as we say merchandise or eurrency, the penalty im-

% In the Book of the Covenant—the oldest of the Pentateuchal
codes—the phrase to have a lawsnit still runs ‘*to bring before god"”
(Ex. 21, 6).
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posed in case the testimony is correet falls on him who
has borne false testimony, or who eannot prove that to
which he testifies.

A fifth paragraph which conecludes the section of
the code devoted to what we may eall general legal pro-
cedure tells us that the judge who renders a decision
duly attested and sealed and then changes the decision
shall himself be ealled to account in court, fined to the
amount of twelve times the sum involved and expelled
by a popular assembly from his “judgment seat,”
that is, deprived forever of his judicial funetions.

Since a deity eannot make a false decision, it fol-
lows that a judge who does so does not represent a
deity. Such a person is a fraud—practically an incon-
ceivable contingency, and therefore the code merely
provides for the conceivable case that a judge changes
his decizion. Since a deity cannot in the nature of the
case do so—an oracle being both the first and the last
resort—the judge who is guilty of this misdemeanor
logieally forfeits his claim to act as the representative
of a deity. It is from this point of view that the statute
with its severe punishment must be considered. The
appeal, which in modern law is considered in many
instances the privilege of the accused or of the loser
in a suif, is thus precluded by the very nature of a de-
cision as conceived by the Babylonian spirit. The law
as an ** oracle,” is infallible; hence the judge, too, must
be infallible.

ITT

Passing to the next group of statutes dealing with
the general subject of theft of property, we again note
as a curious principle a distinetion according as the
object stolen is sacred or profane. Under sacred
property is included whatever belongs to a temple or to
a palace, for the palace is also saerosanct as the dwell-
ing of the king, who is originally also a priest and who
eontinues to be regarded as the representative of the

10
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deity even after the differentiation of his religious from
his secular funetions, The palace is always adjacent to
the temple, and indeed the two edifices are viewed under
the same aspect, the temple being the dwelling of the
deity and the palace the temple of the deity's repre-
sentative on earth. Taking temple or royal property,
therefore, is sacrilege and he who is guilty of the act
is put to death, as is also the one who receives such
stolen property. Such is the original law as it stands
without qualification (§§ 6-7). A later paragraph
(§ 8) makes an exception in the case where the object
is an ox, sheep, ass or pig—that is a domesticated ani-
mal—or a boat. A fine of thirty-fold the value is im-
posed, whereas if the stolen animal or property is from
a plebeian, the fine is only ten-fold, but if the thief
have not the wherewithal to pay, that is if he does not
or cannot pay the fine, he is put to death. Evidently
there is here a concession to the milder spirit of a more
advanced period which revolted against the forfeiture
of life independently of what was stolen. The old rigid
Jaw is retained in theory, but the practice is modified
apparently on the principle that it is not sacrilege, but
merely a particularly grievous offence to take from a
temple or palace something that is not directly con-
nected with the eult, the specification of a domestie
animal or a boat heing introduced as an illustration of
the conditions nnder which the milder punishment of
a heavy fine is substituted for capital punishment.

A prineiple which, dating apparently from an early
stage and quite consistently carried out, is the aggrava-
tion of a erime through the proof of intentional fraud.
For this reason the receiver of stolen property, if aware
of the theft, suffers the severest punishment, and from
this point of view the one who aids a slave o eseape,
whether from the palace or the city gate, or harbors a
fugitive slave, is put to death (§§ 15, 16, 19)—a eruel
law indeed from the modern point of view, but intelli-
gible on the basis of the Babylonian prineiple that con-
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nivance in depriving a man of his legal property is more
reprehensible than direct theft. The severity of the
code is, however, one of its less favorable features which
points to the retention in it of enactments reflecting a
erude state of civilization, for the progress of law is
towards mildness and indulgence, whereas the further
back we go the greater the severity of punishment,
approaching often to merciless eruelty. The number
of instances in which death is preseribed as a
punishment may serve as a test for this aspect of the
code. That man-stealing® and brigandage (§§ 14 and
22) should have been regarded as capital crimes is
natural, but that a purchase made without witnesses
or a formal eontract should involve a death punishment
(§ 7), on the assumption that a claim made under such
eireumstances points to fraud has a meaning only from
the Babyvlonian point of view, that fraud is estab-
lished by the mere absence of a formal contract. The
punishment no doubt rests on a provision that every
purchase must be confirmed by a contraet, but to extend
the law beyond the establishment of the validity of a
transaction indicates extreme erudity in its interpreta-
tion. The primitive law of retaliation accounts for a
large number of the instances in whieh death is set
down as the punishment, as, for example, that in case
of the collapse of a defective building, the architect is
to be put to death if the owner is killed by the accident,
and the architect’s son if the son of the owner loses his
life (§§ 220-230), or that if through a blow inflicted
by some one on a man’s daughter, the latter dies, the
daughter of the one who inflicted the injury should be
put to death (§ 210). Tt is significant that these pro-
visions oceur within a group of statutes (§§ 195-225)
all dealing with the application of the primitive lez
talionis, just as we find traces of this law in the Penta-

' The specific case instanced (§ 14) is the ¢ase of & man stealing
& minor, but no doubt the application is general.




292 BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

teuchal codes* The one who destroys the eye of an-
other shall lose his eye; if he breaks a man’s bone, his
bone shall be broken, and if he knocks out a man’s tooth,
one of his teeth shall be knocked out. It is likewise the
extension of the same principle which provides that a
physieian who performs an unsuecessful operation re-
sulting in the loss of a patient’s eye or in the patient’s
death should have his hands eut off, or that in ease a
veterinary operates on an ox or ass and the animal dies,
one fourth of its value should be restored to the owner.
The very extension of the principle while leading to
erudities also paves the way for a juster valuation of

s, Tt is still a most absurd application of the
prineiple which leads to the enactment that if a nurse
to whom a child has been entrusted and who substitutes
another child in place of the one so entrusted which
has died on her hands, the woman is to have her breasts
cut off so as to deprive her of the possibility of the
repetition of the erime (§ 194), but on the other hand
a more advanced stage is represented by the provisions
for suitable compensation in the case of bodily injuries.
So immediately following the direct enunciation of the
lex talionts in regard to destroying a man’s eye or
breaking his bone (§§ 196-197), we find the provision
converting the underlying prineiple into a basig for
adequate compensation. The fine for destroying the
eye of a plebeian is one mina® of silver, whereas in ease
the injured party is a slave, only half of that sum is
imposed.

* Hurt for hurt, eve for eye, tooth for tooth, ete, with additions
and variations in the three principal codes, viz, Ex. 21, 24 ‘code
of Covenant) ; Dent. 19, 21 { Denteronomie code) ; Lev, 24, 20 {Holi-
ness eoda).

® A mina (or mana) is 60 shekels. The actual silver value of a
ghekel is less than 50 eents in modern eoinage, but is a standard
coin in antiquity., Its purchasing value, fluctuating aceording to
ecommercial activity, was much higher—perhaps at times as much
as five dollars in our days.
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This distinction of classes in fixing of fines and
punishments is characteristic of the code throughout,
and follows as a natural corollary from the principle
of the lex talionis which thus reveals its hold even after
the stage of literal interpretation had been passed.
With class distinetions recognized in all walks of life,
it was a logical conelusion to connect with the aim of
bringing about a just proportion between punishment
and erime—which is the basic principle of the lez
talionis—a differentiation according to the rank of the
injured party. A free plebeian being of higher grade
than the slave, and the nobleman above both, the ille-
gality was regarded as of a higher or a lower severity
corresponding to the difference in ranks. In other
words, while according to modern ideas a erime is viewed
independently of the one by whom or on whom it is
committed, ancient law as long as it remained under the
influence of the lex talionis could not dissociate the
act either from the actor or from the one who suffered
through it, So if a man injures another, the fine varies
according as one strikes a person of superior rank, in
which case public whipping—sixty strokes with a
leather thong—is prescribed (§ 202), whereas if one
strikes a man of one’s own rank, a fine of one mina of
silver is imposed, though in the ease of any plebeian
striking a plebeian, the fine is only ten shekels of silver,
that is one-sixth of a mina (§ 204). A slave, on the
other hand, is more severely treated, his ear being cut
off in case he strikes a man’s son (§ 205), as an ade-
qnate punishment for the assault; and we may con-
jecture that in this case the abandonment of the more
literal application of the lez talionis, which would have
suggested that the slave’s hand be cut off, was due to
loss in the value of the slave as property through suech
a punishment. A further advance in the direction of
more humanitarian justice is indicated in the provisions
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for the case that a bodily injury is inflicted without
intent. According to the original spirit of the lex
talionis this element does not enter, but Hammurapi’s
code stipulates that if a man can swear, “ I did not
strike with intent " in a quarrel with another, he is let
off with the payment of the doetor’s bill; and in case
the vietim dies of the blow, a fine of half a mina is im-
posed if the one who has inflicted the fatal injury be-
longs to the general class of inhabitants, whereas a
plebeian pays only one-third of a mina. A miscarriage
as a result of an unmintentional injury to a man’s
daughter entails a fine of ten shekels, for the daughter
of a plebeian only five shekels, and for the daughter of a
slave only two shekels. If the woman dies, in case she
is the daughter of a plebeian, the fine iz one-half of a
mina of silver, for a female slave one-third of a mina
of silver, whereas—curiously enough—the old law of
lex talionis is retained in ease the victim is the daughter
of a free citizen, the code providing (§ 210) for such a
contingency the death of the daughter of the man who
has struck the blow which ended fatally. The lex
talionis as the basis of adjustment between a crime or
an injury and the punishment or fine leads by a natural
evolution also to an equitable compensation for benefits
conferred as well. Under this aspect, the physician’s
fee in case of a cure through an operation or otherwise
is regulated with regard to the value of the cure. A
suceessful operation which saves a man’s eye is valued
at ten shekels in the case of an ordinary citizen. A
plebeian pays only five shekels, and the owner of a
slave two shekels to the physician who has saved a
slave’s eye. For setting a broken bone or for an ordi-
nary physical trouble, the fee is five shekels if the
patient is a free citizen, three shekels for the plebeian
who is throughout the code a somewhat privileged per-
sonage, obliged to pay less, whether a fine or a fee, and
for the slave two shekels paid for as usual by the master.

The Code in the same way endeavors to regulate the
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cost of building a house, the hire of boats and even of
animals. That such regulations are all viewed under
the general aspect of the lez talionis in its double ex-
tension to all kinds of injuries on the one hand, and to
benefits on the other, is shown by the juxtaposition of
the building and hiring stipulations with losses incident
to such agreements, whether through neglect or through
unforseen causes. In fact the principle of compensa-
tion involved in the primitive lex talionis—its under-
lying justifieation as it were—becomes the starting
point for the further development of justice in the
regulation of dealings of man with his fellow. Responsi-
bility for damage or loss of cargo on a boat hired to
carry goods to any place rests on the hoatman, if care-
legsness on his part can be proved. The cargo must be
replaced as well as the boat; and in case the boatman
gueceeds in refloating the original boat, a compensation
to the extent of one-half of the value of the boat is to be
given the owner, to make good the diminished value of
the boat by reason of the aceident (§§ 237-238). In
the case of a eollision between two boats resulting in
the sinking of one, it is assumed that the ship moving
up stream is responsible as the one which could more
easily get out of the way. The owner of the boat lost
in going down stream must make a sworn declaration
of his loss, which as well as the boat or its value must
be made good by the owner of the other boat (§ 240).
The hire of oxen, of field-laborers and of herdsmen
is similarly regulated by law (§§ 242-243; 257-258),
and the same distinetion made between accidents due
to neglect and such as could not have been prevented
Thus the one who hires an ox or an ass cannot be held
responsible if the animal is killed by a lion. The owner
in that case must bear the loss (§ 244), but if the death
of the hired animal is caused by neglect or abuse, its
value must be restored ; and the further attempt is made
to regulate the extent of loss through an injury to the
animal, The loss of an eye involves a fine of one-half
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of the value of the ox, the breaking of a horn, or the
cutting of the tail or injury to its flesh through the
yoke, one-fourth of its value, but if the injury is such as
to ruin the usefulness of the animal, as, for example, if
its foot is crushed or it is hamstrung, then an ox of
equal value is to be restored to the owner (§§ 246-248).
If an ox gores a man as it goes through the street, this
is regarded as an unavoidable accident and entails no
penalty (§ 250), but if the ox has been known to be
vicious, and the owner has been warned and its horns
have not been tied up, & penalty of half a mina of silver
is imposed if the ox fatally gores a man of the ordinary
class, and if it be a slave one-third of a mina (§§ 251-
252).
.

The two large fields of activity in ancient Baby-
lonia were agriculture and commerce. In the endeavor
to regulate on an equitable basis the obligations resting
upon those who own and those who rent fields for pur-
poses of cultivation, as in the complications arising
from contracts and agreements entered upon by mer-
chants and money lenders, the code is equally explieit.
A few extracts from the sections dealing with these
phases of activity will suffice to illustrate the principles
underlying the regulations. In renting fields for culti-
vation, the stipulation was in general (a) a return
through a percentage of the yield, according to the size
of the property, caleulated on an average erop and
applying to both fields and date-tree orchards, or (%)
through a division of the yield in terms agreed upon,
with further special provisions in the case of virgin
fields, The general term of rent was for one year, ex-
eept in the case of virgin soil where the term was
usually for three years' The code provides that in
ease the failure of the erop can be traced to the neglect
of the tenant, the latter is responsible for the share

¥ See further below pp. 327 and 345




COMMERCE AND LAW 297

according to the contract, on the basis of the yield in
adjacent fields; and if in addition it is shown that he
has not even cultivated the field, he must till and harrow
it before returning it to the owner (§§ 42—43). Similarly
in the case of a virgin field, rented out for three years,
if the tenant neglects to carry out his obligation to till
it properly, he must return the field in the fourth year
hoed and harrowed, and hand over to the owner a re-
turn on the basis of ten Gur for every ten Gan ™ (§ 44).
If, on the other hand, the failure is due to causes beyond
his control—an inundation or lack of sufficient rain—
the tenant is not obliged to make any return for that
year, and a new contract is made for the ensuing year
(§ 48). If, however, an inundation oceurs, ruining the
produce of the field after the tenant has already paid
the share of the erop due to the owner—who presumably
therefore is entitled to the first yvield—the fenant must
bear the loss (§ 45).

Pasturing sheep in a field without an agreement and
without consent of the owner entails as a fine 4 retom
of twenty Gur of grain for each ten Gan, or double
the amount of the ordinary rate of return for letting out
a field for eultivation; and under aggravated circum-
stances when the owner of the flock deliberately turns
his flock into another’s field, sixty Gur for each ten
Gan, the assumption in the former case being that the
sheep strayed into another’s field (§§ 57-58). In the
case of money obtained as a loan with a field as security,
the interest may be paid in the yield or directly accord-
ing to the usual rate of interest. If the latter is stipu-
lated and the debtor cannot pay cash, then he must pay
from the erop at the market rate of its value; nor ean
the obligation in either case be avoided if the crop is a
failure. The contract is valid even though it is stipu-

# A Gur is abont 120 litres and a Gan ahout 614 Ka. or 25
acres. The amount is, therefore, based no doubt on the average
yield, 1200 litres for 250 acres, ie., about tweaty per cent. of the
total crop.
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lated that the interest is to be paid in the erop of that
year, The basie prineiple is throughout that agree-
ments must be made in good faith on both sides, and
that exemption from obligations can only be claimed
if ecireumstances beyond control arise, and then only if
the agreement is of such a character as to justify the
assummption that the agreement was not to be kept in
such a contingenecy. _

This prineiple is well illustrated in a series of laws
to regulate the relationship between a wholesale mer-
chant and his retail agent who acts as a salesman or
negotiator. When the transaction is directly in eash
which the agent is to use in mercantile enterprises, the
latter ig to hand in a detailed aceount, and interest is to
be charged according to the length of time for which
the money is used (§ 100).* In other words it is not an
ordinary loan for a stipulated time, for which no special
provision need be made, but an agreement with some
one acting as the representative of the merchant. The
responsibility rests upon the agent, who takes all risks
except that of being robbed. If he swears an oath to
this effect, he is free of obligation (§ 103), but failure
of the enterprise through any other cause entails a
fine of double the amount received (§ 101). This seems
hard and it is strange that the law should not have been
content with the return of the eapital plus the interest.
One suspects that such a provision is a survival of the
period when transactions of this kind involved great
risks on the part of the merchant who was thus to be
protected against frand by the agent, who could easily
pretend not to have been suecessful. In accord with
this we find a fine of threefold the original sum imposed
as a fine in case the agent is convicted of fraudulent
intent (§106). On the other hand, the agent is pro-
tected against any improper advantage being taken by
the merchant by a written account of what he takes on

2 There is a large gap just before this paragraph so that the
enumeration of paragraphs from this point on is merely approximate.
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commission—grain, wool, oil or anything else—and by
taking a receipt duly sealed in the presence of witnesses
for the money which he returns to the merchant (§ 104),
though it is also stipulated that failure to take such a
receipt does not oblige the agent to pay it again if he
can prove that it has been paid (§ 105)—a stipulation
which impresses one as a later judicial decision rather
than as a logieal inference. If fraudulent intent is
proved against the merchant, the latter must refund
as the fine six times the amount paid by the agent
(§ 107). In case the money is given to an agent as a
favor, by which presumably is meant that the agent
does not take it as his risk, in case of failure to carry
out the enterprise, only the principal need be returned
(§ 102). This stipulation again impresses one as of
later origin to obviate the earlier and entirely too
severe law which placed all the risks on the agent. In
this way the agent could choose the conditions on which
he might act for another, or at all events the oppor-
tunity would be afforded of avoiding the consequences
of the earlier law, provided an express stipulation was
made that the agent received the eommission “‘as a
favor "—which must be regarded in this instance as a
technical term to designate a eommission without in-
eurring all the risks in case of failure of the enterprise.

VI

It is interesting to note also the endeavor of the
Code to protect the debtor against undue pressure and
maltreatment when seized for debt, evidently with a
view of counteracting abuses that had erept into
practice, and which had given ereditors a merciless
hold upon those who had been umsuccessful in their
enterprises. The general point of view of the Code is
still that a man who contracts a debt which he finds
himself unable to pay is a eriminal, even though free
from eriminal intent. He is treated as such in later
law codes (down almost to our own days), when debtors
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could be thrown into prison. No one has the right to
ineur an obligation which he is not certain of being
able to carry out. At all events if he takes a risk, he
must endure the bitterest consequences. Apparently
in Hammurapi’s days a member of the debtor’s house-
hold could be seized as a hostage by the creditor and
kept as a prisoner in the latter’s house till a settlement
was made, or he might seize the debtor’'s slave or his
son, holding him as a hostage; and if the one so seized
dies while a prisoner through natural causes, there is
no charge to be brought against the creditor (§ 115).
This was going pretty far, and evidently to prevent the
possibilities of foul play, it is provided in what is clearly
a later statute, modifying the earlier one, that if it ean
be shown that the one seized for a man's debt died
through blows or other inhuman treatment (as, for
example, starvation), then the old lex talionis comes
into play, and if the debtor’s son is the victim, then the
son of the creditor is put to death, and if it is a slave,
then one-third mina of silver is imposed as a fine, and
the debt is forfeited (§ 116). An unwarranted seizure
for a hostage entails the same fine as in the case of a
slave being seized and allowed to die through abuse—
one-third of a mina of silver (§ 114), but the debt is not
forfeited, which shows that even in Hammurapi’s code
the advantage was always on the side of the stronger,
except when fraudulent intent or deliberate injury can
be proved. From this point of view it is as much as
could be expected that if a ereditor, holding a debt of
grain or money against a man, reimburses himself out
of the debtor’s granary without the latter’s consent,
the creditor shall be ecalled to account, return what he
has taken, and because of his greed forfeit the total
amount of his debt (§ 113). The aim of the statute
is elearly to protect the debtor against a wilful and
eruel ereditor, who even though he is entitled to what
he has taken, commits a crime because not acting by
order of the eourt. The statute implies that the proper
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procedure is to bring the case before a judge, and to
secure an execution to seize the debtor's granary for
the amount. It marks a considerable advance thus to
insist upon legal procedure, even when there is no ques-
tion of what is due to the creditor. In another direction,
the Clode evidently aims to modify the hard condition of
the debtor, who under the primitive view that wife and
children are part of a man’s chattels, could sell them for
debt and, indeed, was in certain cases probably forced
to do so. To curb the ancient practice without abolish-
ing the underlying principle, the Code provides that if a
man is held for debt and sells his wife, son or danghter
or hands them over to the control (se. of the ereditor),
he can do so for only three years. In the fourth year
their freedom must be given them (§ 117). The pro-
vision, evidently made in the interest of the debtor’s
family, practically changes the legalized sale into an
indenture, precisely as the old Hebrew law, desirous
of abolishing slavery in so far as it affected members
of the group, converts the sale into an indenture of six
years.”® On the other hand, male or female slaves
gold for debt may be further disposed of by the mer-
chant into whose possession they pass. An exception,
however, in the further interest of more humanitarian
conditions, provides that a maid who has borne children
to her master, if sold for debt, is to be ransomed by her
master when he is able to do so.

Deposits with any one of gold or silver or anything
else must be made in the presence of witnesses and
the exaect terms stipulated. Aecordingly, a claim for a
deposit without witnesses and written agreements is
invalid. If these conditions are fulfilled, and the one
with whom the deposit has been made disputes the
elaim, a fine of double the amount is imposed on the
fraudulent trustee (§§ 122-124), The trustee is re-
spongible for what he receives on deposit, and in case

13 Above p 288,
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through his negleet, it is stolen or otherwise removed,
he must restore the full loss to the original owner, but
may reimburse himself if he succeeds in regaining the
lost property (§ 125). A supplemental provision covers
the case of a false claim on the part of one who has
made a deposit, entailing a fine of double the amount of
the claim, which must be set forth in detail before a
decision is rendered as to its being false or not (§ 126).

VII

Almost one-fourth of the Code is taken np with the
regulation of family relationships, including such sub-
jects as adultery, false accusations, divoree, rights of
wives, slave wives, desertion, widows, adoption, rights
of daughters, and disinheritance. Taken together,
these family laws, as we may ecollectively call them,
throw more light on social conditions prevailing in
ancient Babylonia than any other portion of the Code;
and since in addition they furnish further illustrations
of legal procedure and of the underlying principles of
justice, it is worth while in concluding our analysis of
the code to take up some features of these laws.

A wife is still viewed as an acquisition, and there-
fore no marriage is valid without a contract (§ 128).
Divorece can be granted in case of a childless marriage,
but the marriage gift, as well as the dowry which the
woman has received from her father’s hounse, must be
returned to her; and if there was no marriage gift
the husband must in that case give his wife a mina of
silver'*—an amount which is redueed to one-third in
case the husband belongs to the plebeian class (§§
138-140). Two other causes for divorce are (a) im-
proper conduct on the part of the woman or (d) in-
compatibility between husband and wife. If the
improper conduct goes no further than that the woman

" An older (1) law (Rawlinson, V,, PL 25, eol. iv, 8-12) fixes
the amount at one-half of & mina_
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is in the habit of going out and, as the Code puts it,
* eommits indiscretions,”” negleets her house and hus-
band, then the husband has the choice of dismissing
her without giving her anything, or he may reduce her
to the rank of a maid and take another wife in her
place (§ 141). If, however, the woman goes further
than this and lays herself open to suspicion, she is
thrown into the river, by which is presumably meant
that she must submit to an ordeal (§ 143). Incompati-
bility is expressed by a euphemistic phrase to indieate
her unwillingness to have sexual interecourse with her
husband. If it can be shown that she is otherwise with-
out reproach, or that her husband has neglected his
duties towards her, then the woman receives her dowry
and returns to her father’s house (§ 142). This is as
far as the Babylonian law goes, but the advance over
former conditions may be seen from an older Sumerian
law which stipulates that a woman who refuses to have
intercourse with her husband is to be thrown into the
river,'® without further investigation as to the canse
or whether the woman is otherwise without reproach.

The authority of the husband was at one time abso-
lute, as was the authority of either parent over the
children. The father or mother could disinherit the
son by the formula, ** thou art not my son,””* which de-
prives the son of all rights and privileges; ** he is ex-
cluded from house and wall "—as the phrase runs,
while the son who disowns the authority of his father
or mother by the formula, ‘‘thou art not my father,’
or, ‘*“thou art not my mother,” is branded as a slave
and sold if he rebels against his father, and branded
and driven from home and town if he rebels against his
mother."

The Code endeavors to curb this absolute authority
without denying the prineiple—on the mnventmml

i Rawlinson, V., PL 25, Col. iv, 1-T.

18 Th,, Col. ii, 34—39.

¥ Th,, Col. ij, 22-33.
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supposition that a once existing law cannot be annulled,
because it represents a divine decision. In the case of
the son, it provides that the father must bring his inten-
tion to disinherit his son to the notice of the court. A
decision of the judges is needed and the judges are
instrueted to inquire into the merits of the case, If
they find that the son has not been guilty of a crime
sufficient to justify the disinheritance, the father is
restrained from earrying out his intention (§ 168);
and the law goes even further in providing that the
first offence must be condoned. Only in case of a
second offence, can the disinheritance be regarded as
legal (§ 169). The older and severer law, however, re-
mains in foree in the case of an illegitimate child or one
of low estate who, if he says to his foster father, **thon
art not my father,” or to his foster mother, ** thou art
not my mother,” i.e., if he rebels against their author-
ity, has his tongue cut out. In ease the son discovers the
identity of his father, and rejects his foster parents in
order to return to his father’s house, his eye is plucked
out (§§ 192-193), the principle involved being that such
a child if once adopted belongs absolutely to the foster
parents and cannot be reclaimed (§ 187). A trace of
the older status of absolute authority of the pater-
familias is to be seen also in the provision that a legally
adopted child cannot be reclaimed after it has been
reared, but then follows immediately the later modifica-
tion that if the child after being taken, longs (1) for
his father and mother, it must be returned to his
father’s house (§§ 185-186), The purpose of the
modifieation is to protect the child against foreible
adoption. Similarly, the adopted child must be given
the same status as the other children, and if that is not
done he may return to his father’s house even after he
has been reared. According to the Babylonian laws an
artisan may adopt a child who is apprenticed to him,
and after the former has taught the apprentice his
trade, no claim ecan be put in, but if he fails to teach the



COMMERCE AND LAW 305

child a trade, he may return to his father’s house, that is,
the contract of adoption is annulled (§§ 188-190).
The Code recognizes the legitimacy of the children
of a handmaid or coneubine, provided the father during
his lifetime recognizes them as his own by pronouncing
the formula ““my children’ in regard to them, that is,
by a formal adoption. In that case they share in the
paternal estate equally with the children of the main
wife, If the formal adoption has not taken place, then
the children of the handmaid have no share in the
estate, but on the other hand protection is given to
them by the grant of their freedom after the death of
the father; and it is specifically provided that the ¢hil-
dren of the main wife have no claim on the service of
their half-brothers or sisters. A man’s heirs are his
children—not his wife. His widow receives her dowry
and the marriage gift on the death of her husband and
is allowed to remain in her husband's house as long as
she lives, but she is not allowed to sell it, for it belongs to
her children (§ 171). If no marriage gift has been
made, then the widow receives in addition to her dowry,
an amount equivalent to the share of a son. The widow
is further protected from maltreatment by her children,
who may not force her to leave the husband’s house
without good cause. If, however, she leaves of her
free will, then she forfeits the right to the marriage
gift, but can dispose as she pleases of the dowry and is
allowed to marry whom she pleases (§ 172). On her
death, the dowry shall be divided between the children
of the first and second marriage, or if there is no issue
from the second marriage, then the dowry goes to the
childven of her first marriage (§§ 173-174). In no
case, therefore, does the husband receive the dowry.
A: widow whose children are still minors cannot marry
without the consent of the eourt. To obtain that con-
sent an inventory of the estate must be made, and the
woman and her second husband must agree by a written
contract to administer the estate for the benefit of the
20
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children whom they are obliged to rear. They may not
dispose of the estate, and he who makes such a trans-
action forfeits his ¢laim (§ 177). The children inherit
the dowry of the mother. If the mother dies, and the
husband takes a second wife and has children by her
also, upon the death of the father the children of the
first wife receive the dowry of their mother, and after
this is deducted the paternal estate is divided between
the children of b'l}ﬂl wives (§ 167). Under ordinary
eircumstances it would appear that the estate was
equally divided, but the father had the right to favor
one son if he so chose, In that case the special property
—field, orchard or house—is given outright to the son
so favored, and the balance of the property divided
(§ 165). The question must have arisen whether a son
who had not reached the age of majority on the death
of the father should receive the same share as the
others. The Code provides that if all the other sons
having reached the age of majority are married, that
is, have established hounseholds of their own, they shall
set aside from the estate an amount equivalent to a
marriage gift** for the minor brother so as to enable
him to take a wife (§ 166).

18 A passage like this proves that the marriage gift or settlement,
as we would say, is made by the bridegroom, but is deposited
with the bride's father for her benefit. The dowry on the other
hand is given by the bride's father to the prospective son-in-
law. Of the two customs, the marriage gift on the part of the hus-
band appears to be the older,—a survival of the custom of marriage
by purchase, dating from a time¢ when the husband owned his
wife and children as part of his chattels, The dowry, on the other
hand, while originating likewise from the days when a child was
obliged to do service for the father and representing the pay for
such services on the change of the daughter’s status to becoma the
property of another, nevertheless represents a higher stage of society,
recognizing the obligation not to send the danghter awny empty-
handed—as though she were merely a piece of property, thus dis-
posed of.
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VIII

These instances will suffice to illustrate the great
care that was taken to prevent, as Hammurapi says in
the introduction to the Code, ** the strong from oppress-
pleased. Even prior to the promulgation of the Code,
throughout is to protect those who need to be secured
against an advantage that may be taken of them—
wives, widows and minor children. The attempt was
also made to make the position of danghters more secure
than it must have been in an earlier period when the
father had the right to dispose of his daughters as he
pleased. Even prior to the promulgation of the eode,
the period had been passed when fathers could sell
their daughters to their husbands. The dignity of
marriage and of family life had been recognized to
the extent that the father gives the daughier a dowry
on her marriage, and that a portion of the estate is
settled upon her, though the latter does not appear to
have been obligatory. It is expressly provided, how-
ever, that if the father fails to give his daughter a
dowry, she is entitled to a share in the estate on the
father’s death equivalent fo that of a son, with the re-
striction, however, that after her death it reverts to her
brothers,

From an early period, the custom of devoting
daughters fo the serviee of a deity continued in foree
down to the end of the Babylonian-Assyrian monarch-
ies, In the earliest form of this custom, such votaries
were sacred harlots. We know of several elasses of such
votaries at the temple of Nand in Uruk,*® and it is more
than likely that they formed part of the organization in
every religious centre. Im how far prostitution prac-
tices were carried on as part of the temple rites we do
not know, but the eirenmstance that in Babylonia and
Assyria, the lay prostitute had a certain standing may

18 Shurpu Series (ed, Zimmern), Tablet V-VI, 145-147.
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be taken as an indication that prostitution retained,
from its connection with the ritual, a measure of
sanetity which it is difficult for us from the modern
point of view to appreciate. But besides acting as
sacred prostitutes, female votaries performed other
services including certain distinetly priestly fune-
tions.® Buch votaries and priestesses never entered
into wedlock. The Code, accordingly, makes special
provisions for them and places, as we have seen, the
lay prostitute in the same category. Strange to say,
however, the latter is placed on a par legally with a
bride, whereas the sacred prostitutes, of which the Qode
recognizes two classes—the kadishfu (*‘pure™ or “holy
woman™)* and zermashitu (*‘disregarding or neglect-
ing the seed’)*—receive, in case no dowry is given
to them, only ome-third of a son’s portion after the
father’s death (§ 181), presumably because these
votaries were provided for by the temple organization
to which they belonged, whereas the lay prostitute was
under necessity of making her living by her trade. The
kadishtu and zermashitu could not dispose of their
inheritance, which reverted on their death to the male
heirs, whereas a votary attached to the Marduk cult at
Babylon could dispose of her portion, and will it to

* See the list of the various classes of priestesses occurring in
legal and other documents given by Frank, Studien zur Babylo-
nischen Roligion, pp. 47-50, and which can be still further extended,
Kings set the example by devoting one of their danghters to the
service of & deity. See the illustration in the author’s Bildermappe
sur Religion Babyloniens und Assyriens, Nr. 26 and Dhorme’s
article “La fllle de Nabonide,'" in the Revus d’Assyriologie, xi,
pp. 105-117.

* Sumerian Nu-Gig = kadishty, (Briinnow, Classified List No.
2017). The same term kedéshd is used in the Deuteronomie Code
(Deut, 23, 18) as well as the maseuline kddzsh for such female and
male votaries, which were forbidden by the Hebrew legislation,

* Nu-Par = zérmashitu (Meissner, Seltene Assyrische Ildso-
gramme, No, 1147,),
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whomsoever she pleased (§ 182). A general name fora
woman attached to a temple was *“ enfu " or ** woman
of a deity.” Such votaries lived in a separate portion
of the temple known as ““dormitory’ and equivalent
to onr nunnery, but there were also votaries who were
not so confined. The Code is severe on a votary who
opens a wine-shop, which was the brothel in Babylonia
and Assyria, for the penalty is death by burning, and
this law is applied also to a votary or nun who even
enters a wine-shop, the assumption being that she does
so for purposes of prostitution with men who eongre-
gate there (§ 110). In passing it may be noted that
the Code assumes that the proprietors of these wine-
shops or brothels are women ; they appear to have been
women of the lowest class—quite different from the lay
prostitutes. They naturally had a most unsavory repu-
tation. Outlaws gathered in the dens kept by these
women, and the Code provides that if a woman harbors
such outlaws sought for by the courts, she suffers death
as a punishment (§ 109).

The Code still recognizes, as a survival of an earlier
day when the leading idea connected with marriage was
to provide for offspring, the right of a wife to give her
husband a eoncubine whose children would be recog-
nized as though they were her own, We are familiar
with this eustom from the incident in the eyele of
Abraham stories where the childless Sarah transfers
her maid Hagar to her lmsband(Gen. 16,3), and Bilhah,
the maid of Rachel, is given to Jacob so that ‘‘she may
bear on my knee and T acquire offspring through her '
to indicate that Bilhali's children will be reparded as
hers (Gen. 30, 3). Such a concubine, however, did not
have the rank of a wife (§ 145). With this as a start-
ing point, the Code endeavors to protect both the wife
and the concubine, the former by providing that in ease
she does bear children, the husband may not take a
concubine (§ 144), the latter by stipulating that the
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mistress, that is, the legitimate wife, may not sell the
eoncubine who has born her husband children, but she
may place a slave mark upon her and reckon her with
the slaves (§ 146). Im ease, however, the concubine has
not born any children, then the mistress may sell the
eoncubine (§ 147) who, it is assumed throughout, is as
in the case of the Biblical parallels the property of the
wife—a special handmaid.

It was not obligatory for a father to give a daughter
who becomes a concubine a dowry. If he does so, then
she hag no further share in the property of her father
upon his death (§ 183), whereas if he does not do so,
then the brothers after the death of the father must
give their sister a dowry proportionate to the amount
of the paternal estate (§ 184); and it is furthermore
provided that they shall provide a husband for their
gister, In both cases it is assumed that the concubine
may be given by her father to a husbhand. In the former
case he does so, in the latter he does not. It would seem
therefore that the term concubine is applied in the
Code in a double sense, (a) as the handmaid of a wife
brought to the husband for the purpose of bearing
children and (») as an additional wife, not having the
status of the man’s wife, but at the same time not a
handmaid of either the husband or of the wife. Bear-
ing in mind the Biblical parallels, the older practice
appears to have been that in the case of a childless
marriage, the wife brings to her husband her own hand-
maid, whereas with more advanced social conditions the
hushand eould choose any woman as his coneubine and
place her in his household as a legitimate wife, though
subservient in status to the chief wife. The concubine
thus becomes the partner or rival of the first wife—

el to the case of the two wives of Elkanah, Han-
nah and Peninnah in the story of Samuel (I Sam, 1, 6)
where Peninnah is spoken of as the *‘rival’ or part-
ner of Hannah in the possession of the hushand.
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IX

The old severity towards those who endangered the
sanctity of the marriage tie or of family relations was
maintained in full rigor. The woman caught in the
act of adultery is thrown into the water together with
the culprit, though an additional clause gives the hus-
band or the king the right to spare the woman’s life if
either feels so inclined (§ 129)—a provision intended
no doubt to cover cases where extenuating circumstances
existed. If a betrothed woman is forced to the act
which takes place in her father’s liouse, the culprit is
put to death but the woman goes free (§ 130), and if
the woman accused by her husband of adultery can
swear an oath that she is innocent, she may return to
her hushand’s house (§ 131). If, however, another
than her husband accuse her, then she must submit to
the ordeal by throwing herself into the water (§ 132).
The assumption in all these cases of course is that she
has not been detected in the act. The punishment for
the one who brings an accusation of adultery but can-
not prove it is to be branded on the forehead (§ 127),
and this applies to such a charge brought against a
votary as well as against a wife.

Starting from the principle that a man must pro-
vide for his wife, the Code adds a number of deeisions
to distinguish between desertion and enforced absence.
If a man is captured but there is provision made by him
for his wife she must remain faithful to him. If she
fails to do so, she is to be thrown into the water; but if
the husband fails to provide for her, she is free from
blame if, as the phrase in the Code reads, ‘‘she enters
the house of another ' (§§ 133-134); and if she bears
children to her second husband, and then the first one
returns, she is to be taken back by her first husband,
while the children from the second one are placed in
charge of the father (§ 135). Such cases arose fre-
quently in consequence of the numerous wars in which
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the petty states and afterwards the united states of the
Euphrates Valley were engaged, as a consequence of
which wives might be in doubt whether their captured
husbands would ever return. Making provision for
the wife was, however, taken as an indication of the
husband’s intent to return, and therefore, the woman
was bound fo him until she heard that he had perished.
The same would apply of course to a husband absent
from home on business, and it is interesting to compare
with the Code the discussions and decisions on the com-
plications arising from such circumstances in the
Talmudical treatise setting forth the Jewish practice,*
with the same endeavor to distinguish between enforced
absence and actual desertion. On the latter subject,
the Babylonian Code is brief and explicit. The woman
can marry another, and if the first husband returns,
she is not o go back to him (§ 136).

Lastly, as a further illustration of the aim of the
Code to maintain proper standards in family relations,
we may instance the series of punishments for incest
which will also show the grades of such eonduct recog-
nized. The man who violates his own daughter is driven
out of the city, that is, loses his right of citizenship
(§ 154). If a father violates the son’s betrothed after
the son has known her, he shall be bound and thrown
into the water; but if the son has not yet known her,
then the man is let off with a fine of half a mina of
silver; he also restores to the girl whatever she may
have brought from her father’s house, and the girl may
marry whom she pleases (§ 155), The point of view
is that found generally in primitive society which looks
lightly upon sexual intercourse with a woman before
marriage or before she has known the man to whom
ghe is promised, but is exceedingly severe upon the
same act with a married woman. As a consequence even
the illicit intercourse between a father and his virgin

# Treatise Kethubin, fol. 110h,
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daughter does not entail the severest punishment,
whereas if a son has intercourse with his mother after
his father’s death, both are to be burned (§ 157). If,
however, the intercourse be with one of his father’s
wives who is not his mother, he is merely expelled from
the family, because the grade of inecest is less than in the
ease of his own mother (§ 158). The distinction, how-
ever, appears to belong to a later age. Breach of
promise is treated from two points of view. A mar-
riage representing primarily an agreement between
the father of the bride and the prospective husband, a
refusal to marry may emanate from the latter, and a
refusal to give in marriage from the former. If the
prospective husband rejects his bride merely because
he prefers another woman, that is to say without ade-
quate cause and he has already fixed a marriage gift
for the girl, and in accordance with prevailing custom
has given the father-in-law the present which takes
the place of the older purchase-money for a wife, then
the father-in-law retains the settlement. If the father
of the bride refuses to give his daughter in marriage
after the gift has been turned over, then double the
amount is to be returned to the bridegroom. If the
father-in-law, after the marriage settlement has been
given, refuses to abide by the agreement because he
listens to the defamation of his son-in-law, to some idle
gossip from a ‘‘ friend,” the same fine of double the
amount of what had been given is imposed on the
father-in-law. The** friend " who slandered the bride-
groom is not permitted to marry the girl (§§ 159-161).
The three cases are set down as typical and form the
basis for deciding other cases that may arise,

X

The Code closes (§§ 278-282) with a series of enact-
ments regulating dealings in slaves. As a protection
to the purchaser it is stipulated that if within a month
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a purchased slave is taken with a bennu sickness ™™
which incapaecitates him, he is to be returned to the
seller and the purchase money given back, the assump-
tion being that the slave was not what he or she was
represented to be. In accord with this, the seller is re-
sponsible in case of a prior claim on the slave, in which
case the sale is likewise invalid. Similarly, a sale of a
slave is invalid if made in a foreign land and the owner
of the slave recognizes his former property when the
slave is brought into the distriet in which the former
owner dwells. Sueh a slave is granted his freedom if
he belongs to the district in which the original owner
dwells, but if slaves sold under such ecircumstances be
not natives, they are to be bought back by the former
owner. The law is of interest as pointing to an en-
deavor to protect slaves against being bandied about
without regard to their feelings of pride. The court
decides that a slave who is not sold directly through his
master gains his freedom if he is brought back to the
district to which he originally belonged. In this way a
restriction was placed on traffic in slaves. The law in
thus assuming that a slave is purchased to be put into
service and 1s not to be regarded as mere merchandise
marks a decided step in advance to protect the dignity
of human life. To be sure, the underlying principle
that slaves are chattels is maintained, and the right is
accorded to the owner to dispose of him, but if he is
sold to a foreigner and in the course of time is resold
and brought back to his native place, his dignity is
protected by his being granted his freedom. In this
case, the Code proceeds on the principle found in
modern law emptor caveat, The purchaser takes the
risk and should assure himself of the circumstances of
the slave’s provenance before closing the bargain. On
the other hand, to prevent an abuse of the privilege, the
old law providing that a slave who rebels against the

* Perhaps epilepsy. See below p. 348 seq.




COMMERCE AND LAW 315

authority of his master is to have his ear cut off is
added (§ 282), to cover the case also of a slave who
has run away and who is not under any econditions to
have the privilege of securing his freedom through a
fortuitous chain of circumstances, or by a fietitious sale
in a foreign district. The Code of Hammurapi is par-
ticularly severe on any one who aids a slave fo eseape
or who harbors a runaway (§§ 15-19), death as a
penalty being imposed precisely as in the case of man
stealing (§ 14) ; and if a slave escapes from the person
who has eaptured him, the latter must swear an oath to
that effect (§ 20), so as to free himself from the sus-
picion of having connived at the escape. On the other
hand, a reward of two shekels is to be given to the one
who returns a runaway slave (§ 17).

XI

We may now pass on to some illustrations of the
manner in which existing laws were applied in the
regulation of commercial transactions, which cover an
exceedingly wide scope from actual sales of houses,
land, orchards, goods, cattle and slaves to loans of
money or chattels, vent of houses or fields, deposits,
transfer of property, ecovering also legal transactions
such as contracts of all kinds, including marriage deeds,
division of estates, partmerships, hiring of laborers,
commercial agencies and testaments® Incidental to
such transactions and contracts, we have numerous
cases of lawsuits brought before a tribunal which, after
an examination of the facts, renders its decision on the
basis of the prevailing statutes. In this way, a con-
stant succession of new cases is brought before the
judges, and each new decision earries with it some
supplement to the recognized code. Law in Babylonia

* Sep the admirably arranged bibliography for this section of
Babylonian-Assyrian litersture in Johns, The Relations Between the
Lows of Babylonia and the Laws of the Hebrew Peoples (London,
1914), pp. T6-89.
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and Assyria is thus a progressive process, and as we
pass from older to later periods, we can follow in detail
the modifications in both legal procedure and practice
incident to the growing complications of commercial
expansion and the various forms of social activity. The
many thousands of legal and business doecuments found
in the course of exeavations and that have been pub-
lished up to the present time thus unfold a picture of
the inner life of the communities in both the south and
north, which complements the data to be derived from
the annals and votive inseriptions of the rulers and
from the official correspondence in the form of letters,
orders and reports of all kinds.

A striking feature thus revealed for a very early
period, the time of the Ur dynasty (e. 2450-2330 B.0.)
and for several centuries before this age, is the great
business activity displayed by the temple organizations
in the larger centres. As an example we may instance
the extensive temple archive discovered at Telloh, the
site of the ancient centre Shirpurla or Lagash* the
most extensive of the kind that has as yet come to light.
The temples in this early period owned extensive lands
which were either farmed ount with stipulations of ade-
quate returns of the yield, or were directly cultivated
through a large body of officials connected with the
temple organization. The temple aceounts were most
accurately maintained, records being kept of all trans-
actions, of purchases or sales, of the income from temple
property, of the wages assigned to the many workmen
engaged, and the numerous other details involved in the
management of temple property. Receipts were given,
and records made of offerings and gifts for the temple
and of taxes or contributions that were levied. Such
receipts of which there are hundreds upon hundreds
give us lists of animals—cattle, sheep, goats, asses,

* For a list of the chief publicatious of tablets from Telloh, see
Myhrman, Sumarian Administrative Documents dated in the reigns
of the Kings of the Sceond Dynasty of Ur, pp. 13-15.
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birds and fishes—that were brought to the temple, as
were all kinds of produce from the fields—fruits, vege-
tables, grain, flour, oil, perfumes and the like. The
rulers in these early periods still exercised priestly
functions, or at all events were so closely associated
with the temples that the management of their affairs
formed an integral part of the activities of temple
officials. We find hundreds of accounts dealing with the
royal exchequer, gifts and allowances apportioned to the
members of the royal household, records of expenses in-
curred in connection with the royal estates, special lists
of royal offerings to the gods, payments to palace officials
and fo the numerous body of workmen eoming directly
under the authority of the palace, and more the like.
MThe functionaries of the temple and palace ineclude
commereial agents, overseers of workmen, gardeners,
grain measurers, shepherds, fishermen, butchers, super-
intendents of temple and palace granaries, storehouses
and stables, beside various classes of priests, diviners,
doorkeepers, guardians, seribes and judges, including at
a very early period female votaries and active priest-
esses attached to temple service in various capacities.

Completing the pieture of the extensive activities
of temple and palace, we have hundreds of lists of pro-
duce of the field brought to the temple by the officials,
wool from sheep, garments, oil, bread, salt, spices,
silver, bronze, beverages, lists of workmen, of barges,
inventories of slaves, salary accounts, memoranda of
provisions for voyages of temple and palace officials,
of food for the eattle and the flocks, and more the like.

What applies to Telloh holds good for the other large
centres like Nippur which likewise yielded an extensive
temple archive ® as a result of extended excavations

* Above, p. 46. Many temple documents from the older and
later Babylonian periods are included in the series of publications
of the Museum of the University of Pennsylvanis by Myhrman
(Ur dynasty), Poebel and Ranke (1st Babylonian Dynasty) and
Clay (Cassite and later periods). See above p. 50, note 66,
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conducted on that site, and for later periods we have
the thousands upon thousands of business and legal
documents found at Abii Habba, which was the site
of the ancient city of Sippar. Quite recently thou-
sands of such documents have been found by maraud-
ing Arabs at Drehem, not far from Nippur, dating
from the Ur dynasty, and there is no doubt that simi-
lar collections still lie beneath the soil at such sites
as Eridu, Uruk, Ur, Umma, Kish and other places in
the south that rose to importance in the Euphrates
Valley.™

The temples were, however, not merely the most
extensive business establishments of the country; they
were also the centres of justice to which all classes of
the population repaired. In the temples sat the tri-
bunals, composed in the earlier periods of priests who
heard complaints and rendered decisions. Within the
temple precinets were the offices of the notaries where
contracts were drawn up and duly registered in the
presence of witnesses, The temples in both the larger
and smaller centres included record rooms in which
copies of agreements, settlements of estates, and judieial
decisions were stored. At every turn, we thus find
the temples entering closely into the life of the peo-
ple. Commercial methods take their eue from the
activities of the temple organizations; private busi-
ness is largely an offshoot of the extensive opera-
tions earried on by the temple and palace officials.
Correspondingly, legal formul®, legal procedure, and
legal decisions, in so far as they deal with business
and commercial aspects of life in Babylonia and
Assyria, reflect the points of view aequired in the
course of the business and commercial activities of
the temples.

* From Urnk and Umma have eome several thousand tablets,
dug up there by Arabs and sold through dealers.
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XI1

Taking up by way of illustration some legal con-
firmations of transactions, found among the documents
of the oldest period, we will be in a position to see for
ourselves both the authority exercised by the courts,
and the methods of procedure followed in the regula-
tion of the commercial affairs of the population. In the
days of the Sumerian Ur dynasty (¢. 2450-2330 B.0.),
the official before whom parties went to obtain a legal
confirmation of transaetions was known as the mashkim
who corresponds in a measure to our notary publie,
though he also exercised to some extent the functions
of a magistrate, The purchase of a cow is confirmed
by the mashkim in the following terms:®

A eow at the price of 614 shekels ™ of gilver from Lugal
erin to Lu-abss, son of Shipra, is confirmed. Ur-Ish-Bau, son of
Ur-dun (and) Kalamms, the nipush,*® have sworn. Ur-nigin-gar,
mashkim.”

Simple as the procedure is, we may here see the ele-
ments needed for the most formal kind of an agreement,
the two parties involved, the specification of the facts,
the witnesses to the transaction and the official record.
The date alone which does not appear to have been a
necessity at this time is lacking, though it was usually
uarlded.“ So in another document of the same general
tenor:

' Judicisl settlement: Tih shekels of bright (1) metal . . . the
price of which béfore Ud-sar-gi-makh (sold by) Bashumu, the

= P, Pelagaud, ** Textes Juridiques de la 2de Dynastie d'Cur,"
Nr. IV (Babyvloniaea ITT, p. 102 and PL II3.

# A shekel was equivalent to about fifty cents, but in equiva-
lents of ancient coin it must always be borne in mind that money had
& much larger value in ancient times, See above note 9.

A profession of some kind.

* Thureau-Dangin, Recued des Tablettes Chaldéennes (Paris,
1803). No, 292.
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merchant to Ur-Ish-Ban, the peshishy priest,® is confirmed, Lu-
ghimashu being the mashkim. Urlamma patesi, yesr when Bur-
Sin beeame king.™

The attest is dated in the accession year of King
Bur-Sin of the Ur dynasty corresponding to ¢ 2374
B.0. Such formal attests by which transactions between
individuals were made binding were deposited in the
temple archives, which thus in very early days must
have had a division corresponding to the office of the
recorder of deeds in our days. The official character of
these attests, embodying also decisions in disputed cases,
follows also from the circumstance that two entively
different transactions were combined on one tablet, An
instance of this kind dealing with purchases of slaves
by different parties reads as follows:*

** Judieial settlement: 614 shekels of silver, the price of (the
woman), Nin‘mu-panga-mu, Lugal-asag.an lias received from Dags.
Dags bas confirmed this on eath in the presence of Ur-Ban and
Dudngs as witnesses, Albamu, the sukkally,* being the mashkim."

‘“Two shekels of silver, the price of Shab-gu-bi, the slave of
Lu-kani, which Lu-kani has received from Ama-shim, Dadsga
clpims from Ama-shim. Ba-ni-nibi, Lu-absa and Ganab-ks (1)
are witnesses to this, Lugal-Dungi being the mashkim.’

The only point of contact between the two trans-
actions is the probable identity of the witness Dadaga
in the first attest with the claimant in the second case,
but it is not likely that this eirenmstance has anything
to do with the combination of the two transactions. The
second case introduces as a new feature of judicial

$2 A class of the priesthood, whese function, to judge from the
name, was to act as “‘ancinter,” —perhaps they were also the ones to
prepare the pinments, See above p. 272

8 Thurean-Dangin, Recunil, ete., No, 294,

* Designation of some high functionary, acting as the repre-
sentative of the ruler, somewhat like a viceroy., A god associated
with & superior deity is often spoken of as the sukkally of the
higher one,




COMMERCE AND LAW 321

procedure the method of placing an injunetion on a
commercial fransaction. Ama-shim owes Dadaga some
money which apparently is due. To secure this, or at
least a part of the debt, Dadaga lays elaim to the sum
which Ama-shim, who is evidently in hard straits, has
received through the sale of a slave. Dadaga goes to
the mashkim with his witnesses who testify to the debt,
and obtains an order from the court for the money.

We have among docnments of this order an inferest-
ing one from which it appears that at a very early date
slaves with a family could not be transferred without
their consent from one master to another, A judicial
decision in such a case reads:®

““Judicial settlement (in the case of) Tili, a slave, Nitidam, his
wife, with son and danghter were sold for 14 mina of silver by
Ana-khane . . . to Abs-bilgimshu.

**The declaration of Nitidam, the wife of the slave, to be restored
is confirmed (se. through witnesses), The male and female slave
with son and daughter are confirmed for Ana-khane, Ur-Lamma,
son of Kalla, being the mashkim and Lu. . . . and Lu-Urash-gal,
Im-Dingirra and Ur-Ka-silim being the judges.”

Marriage agreements were likewise confirmed be-
fore the notary in the presence of judges whose decree
thus takes the place of a modern license. A document
of this order reads: *

** Judicial settiement: Ninmar, son of Lu-Nannar, appeared
and said, ‘In the name of the king,* Lu-Dingirra, son of (Guzani,
is to marry Damgula, my daughter.” Arad, son of Urlamma, and
Urshid, son of Lu-Nannar, take an oath to this*® Lu-dingirra
has been married to Damgula. " 3*

¥ Thureau-Dangin, Kecueil, ete, No. 290,

* Scheil, in Recueil des Travaux relatifs 4 la Philologie et
1'Archéologie Egvptienne et Assyrienns, xxii, p. 153-154,

= Lo, an oath invoking the king’s name.

* Confirmed the declaration of the father. One of the witnesses,
be it noted, is the brother of the bride.

1 Buch is the court's confirmation.

n
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“‘Ninmar for s second time appeared and said: *Nin-azag-zu,
daughter of Guzani, is to marry my som, Sib-kini.! It is attested
that the name of the goddess Ninmar and the name of the king
were involed in an oath.** Sib-kini, the shepherd, has been married
to Nin-azag-zu, Til-e-makh-ta being the mashkim, Lu . . . and Ur
ka-silim judges. In the year following the destruction of
Simann. '’ 4

Here again a single document records two distinet
transactions which presumably were settled in short
succession of one another. Similarly, settlements of
divorce were made before the notary.**

“ Judieial settlement: Lu-Babbar, son of Nig-Bau, rejects Gin-
Enlil (his wife). Gin-Enlil appeared and said: ‘In the name of
the king give me 10 shekels of silver in lieu of a judicial settlement.”
He has paid her 10 shekels of sitver. Duggi-ul and Uku-il, farmer,
have sworn to this, Ur . . . being the mashkim. In the pafesiale of
TUr-lamma® The year of the destruction of Kharshi and
Khumurti. "' *

According to the older Sumerian law, a man on
divorcing his wife must pay her one-half of a mina,
which would be thirty shekels** Apparently, Gin-
Enlil has agreed under oath fo be satisfied with less
than that amount, and this being confirmed, the notary

* .., witnessss confirmed the declaration of Ninmar by swear-
ing to it.

i Jg., the fourth year of (Gimil-Sin of the Ur dymasty, corre-
sponding to ¢. 2361 B0,

2 Thureau-Dangin, Recueil, ete., No, 2589,

# Patosi of Lagash.

# 58th year of Dungi, the second member of the Ur dynasty,
corresponding to ¢, 2374 B.c.

s Rawlinson, V., PL 25, Col. IV, 8-12. In the days of Ham-
murapi, the divores settlement had advanced to one mana in ordi-
nary cases, and one-third mana if the husband was of the plebeian
class (Code §§ 159-140). Bee above, p. 302,
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formally records that the amount has been paid, and the
record deposited in the archives of Lagash, where the
settlement took place.

XTITT

Agreements could be made, however, between
parties in the presence of witnesses without the inter-
mediaty of a mashkim, and it is a reasonable conjecture
that in time these formal attests became restricted to
cases where a dispute had arisen obliging the parties
interested to appear before the court in order to have
the terms officially recorded, or a decision rendered and
deposited in the archives of the temple. The legal
formule for all kinds of transactions and contracts
became fixed as early at least as 3000 B.c. A few speci-
mens taken from the time of the Ur dynasty (e. 2450~
2330 B.c.) will suffice to illustrate the general method
followed. In the case of simple receipts for a loan made
or for produce delivered, names of witnesses are com-
monly not added, but it is safe to assume also that the
court would not ordinarily recognize such receipts as
testimony unless they bore the seal of the party who
had received the loan or produce. The case was, of
course, different when it came to doeuments dealing
with temple affairs, as most of the business tablets are,
which have come down to us from the earliest period.
Here the mere deposit of a reeeipt in the official arehives
would be a sufficient attest to the tramsaction. The
formula for receipts reads as follows:**

““One-half minn of silver at an interest of one shekel for five
shekels*" from Ur-Dun-pa-e, Gir-ni-ni-shag has received. Month

* Myhrman, Sumerian ddministrative Documents dated in the
reigns of the kings of the second dynasty of Ur (Phila., 1910),
No. 22,

" Le., at the rate of twenty per eent. per year.
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(lan-gan-e ** in the year when the lord of the goddess of Urnk was
appointed,”’

A receipt for produce from the same Ur-Dun-pa-¢
reads: ®’ :

“Thres Gur of kharshu grain®' st an interest of 90 Ka** for
each Gur, from Ur-Dun-pa-e, Ishme-ilu has received. Month Engar-
du.a,®* 19th dsy, in the yesr when Simuru was destroyed.'"*

In the same way a receipt for dates reads: *

“Two Our of dates at the (usual) interest for each Gur,* from
Logal-iskim-z, Kalom-de(1)-e has received, Month She-kin-
kud,*” first day.''™

Purchases are recorded in the presence of witnesses,
the ohject being named first, followed by the price, the
purchaser and seller, thirdly the witnesses and lastly
the date. Thus the sale of a slave is recorded as
follows: **

" One male slave . . . -lum by name, for 11 shekels of silver, to
Ur-E-Lugal-ani, Ur-Nusku, the commission broker*® has bought.
# Ninth month.

“ Perhaps ‘‘high priest.”” The date has not been identified.

* Myhrman, No, 23,

* We find a large number of such specifications of graina
mentioned in these business documents the exact nature of which
still escapes us; they seem to designate qualitics or special varietiss

* A Gur equals 360 Ka, i.e., therefore, at a rate of 25 per cent.
interest.

" Eighth month.

» 95th year of Dungi, corresponding to e. 2397 n.c,

# Myhrman, No. 31.

5 That is, 25 per cent.

5 First month.

* Year hroken off.

& Myhrman, No. 15,

“ Damkar—a general term for a commission merchant, and also
for trader without specification,
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These specimens of legal forms perfected at an
early period, will suffice to illustrate the general char-
acter of such documents. Supplementing them by the
many hundreds of business documents dating from
the Ur dynasty, and which for the larger part are
accounts of transactions and not formal contracts or
agreements, we obtain a remarkable picture of the ex-
tent of business activity in the third millennium before
this era in the Euphrates Valley, both such as was car-
ried on in the temples, and such as represent private
business affairs,™

The usual rate of interest at this period was twenty
per cent, for loans of money, and thirty per cent. in the
case of produce. Slaves varied in price from two to
twelve shekels, and no doubt in some cases the priee
went beyond the latter amount. Laborers were com-
monly paid in produce, though oceasionally in eur-
rency., Wages were caleulated at so many Ka™ of
grain per month of thirty days, varying from forty to
ninety Ka. In addition we find the laborers receiving
wool, dates, oil and drink in part compensation; and
we also find ecommisgion agents of all kinds who engaged
workmen, or who had them at their command to be hired
out for any purpose.

From the period immediately following that of the
Ur dynasty, we have specimens of business documents
which supplement the picture and furnish further
illustrations of the manner in which purchases were
made and agreements drawn up. Thus a document
recording the purchase of a house shows the manner in
which the property was deseribed, beginning with the

" Leprain, Les Temps des Rois d'Tyr (Paris, 1012). Legrain
gives (pp. 49-92) a survey of 359 texts of the Ur period published
by him, and which may serve as sn index of the scope covered by
business doenments of this character.

™ A Ka ia about 4/10 of a litre.
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size of the lot and passing on to the terms of the transac-
tion. It reads as follows:™

“71; Gin improved property, sdjoining the house of Ali-
Akhati, with the long side facing the strest, the house of Adad-
rabi son of UrInnanna, from Adad-rabi, son of Ur-Innanos,
Apil-Sin, son of Bulalum, has bought. As its price in full 234
shekels and 15 She of silver he weighed out.  For all times, Adad-
rabi shall not make any elaim on the house. In the name of the king
he has sworn en oath, before Sin-gamil, son of Gubbani-dug, Elali,
son of Nabi-ilishu, Ur-Ningishzida, son of Nurum (and) Azag-
Nannar (as) the seribe. Month of Gan-Gan-e,™ in the year when
King Sin-ikisham made & statue of gold and silver,™ ™

The names of purchaser and seller as well as some of
the names of the witnesses are Semitic—an indication
that we are approaching the period of growing Semitic
influence as a reaction against the Sumerian predomi-
nanece in the Ur dynasty.

A contract for the rent of a house, the ordinary
period being one year, has the following form:*

“The house of Damu-ribim, from Damu-ribim, SBin-idinnam,
the commercial agent,”™ has rented as a dwelling and possession ™
at a yearly rental of 34 of a shekel of silver, In the presence of
Sin-magir, son of Zibii'a, (and) Ina-ckur-rabi* the scribe. Pirst
day of the month Shu-Kul,* in the year when King Samsu-iluns,
in aceordance with the oracle of Enlil, ete,” ™

" Chiers, Legal and Administrative Documents from Nippur,
Eiir,ﬂr from the Dynasties of Isin and Larss, {Philadelphis, 1914),
No, 22,

™ Ninth month. 150 She are one shekel.

™ Sin-ikighum ruled for six months only, ¢, 2195 B.C.

¥ Chiera, No, 90,

" Or merheant (damkar)., See above p. 324, note 60.

** That is, to do with it what he pleases, including therefore sub-
letting for any purposs.

* Semitie name signifying "‘Reared in Ekur,” the temple of
Enlil in Nippur.

" Fourth month.

* Abbrevisted dating for the 28th year of Samsu-iluns, corre-
sponding to ¢. 2062 n.c
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Despite the fact that this deed is dated in the reign
of Hammurapi's successor, and that the parties in-
volved as the witnesses and the scribe bear Semitie
names, it is nevertheless written in Sumerian, showing
that in old Sumerian centres like Nippur (whence this
tablet comes), Sumerian eontinued in use as the official
language of the court, just as Sumerian remained for a
long time after the complete Semitic control of the
country the language of the cult, though both in eourt
proceedings and in the eult, Akkadian in time sup-
planted the non-Semitie tongue, with a retention, how-
ever, of Sumerian legal phrases that had become too
incrustated to be entirely removed.

Purchases and leases of fields for eultivation were
drawn up in much the same manner, A document dated
in the reign of a ruler of the Larsa dynasty reads:

“1 Gan and 10 Bar* of & clover fiald, being part of a new (1)
field adjoining (that of) Nannar-me-du, son of Uro-ma-kal, being
the fleld of Sin-eribam, son of Gir-ni-ni-shag, from Sin-eribam,
the son of Gir-ni-ni-shag, Warad-Sin, the son of Khundurum has
bought. As its full price of 214 shekels of silver he has weighed
out. For all future time, neither Sin-eribam nor any heirs of Gir-
ni-ni-shag, a5 many as there may be, shall have any claim against
the field. In the name of the king they ** have sworn in the presence
of Imgal-melam, son of Alia, Ur-pa-bil-sag-gn, son of Khambia,
Erib-Sin, son of Lugal ibila, Azog-Innina, son of Lul-Nin-ghubur,
Nir-Shamash, son of Sin-ishmeanni, Aba-Enlil-dim, the seribe, month
of Bil-Bil-Gar,” in the year when Warad-Sin, the king, built the
great wall of Ur."'*

Attached to the document is a reproduction of the
seal of Sin-eribam, son of Gir-ni-ni-shag, rolled over
the edge of the tablet twice as the attest of the seller,

More complicated in their nature are business doeu-

1 Chiera, No. 27.

** A Gan is about 25 acres and 10 Sar abont 350 square metres.

* Le., Sip-eribam and the heirs of his father from whom the
field descended to Sin-eribam.

" ]e, fifth month.

* (. 2140 8. ¢
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ments dealing with such subjects as divisions of prop-
erty. A ecase of this kind between two brothers leads to
a formal agreement ** in which first the share given to
the one brother is set forth, then in detail what the
other one receives, hoth swearing to the decision in the
name of the king to annul any further claims on the
part of either.

To equalize the division the younger brother also
receives a certain amount of currency, from which one
may conclude that a detailed inventory of the estate
was made as the basis for the division.

Priests, it would also appear, retained their private
property despite their being attached to the service of
a specific temple; they inherited their share of the
paternal estate, and we have plenty of evidence to show
that they conducted business affairs as individuals as
well as in their official capacity. The priestly office
held by the father was also transferred to his heirs
and formed part of the estate, In view of this, it is not
surprising to find that priestly offices eonld be leased
at a valuation, caleulated according to the income
through fees and gifts.®

Of special interest is a document of the time of the
Isin (or Nisin) dynasty which illustrates the privileges
enjoyed by a class of slaves who were attached to the
palace service; they could own property in their own
names and pass it on to their heirs. The document in
question, drawn up in the days of Bur-Sin IT (e. 2220
B.C.), is a deed of gift of a mother's property to the
daughter, in return for which the daughter agrees to
provide a specified amount of food for the mother every
month. It reads as follows:**

“48/3 Bar improved property (and) Tuda-Ishtar, a female slave
of Nin-me-dugga, the improved property and all its belongings, the
property of Nin-me-dugga, her mother, which Nin-me-dugga to

# Chiers, No. 12.

# E.g., Chiera, No. 15,

* Chiera, No, 1.
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Nin-dingir-szag-mu, her danghter, has given. For all times, none
of the children of Nin-me-duggs, as many as there may be, will have
any claim. Nin-meduggn has sworn in the name of the king.
Fifteen (1) Ka of provision Nin-dingir-azag-mu to Nin-me-duggs,
her mother, monthly shall give,"*

Nin-me-dugga has rolled her seal over the document
once, and no less than five times again over the envel-
ope ™ in which the doeument was enclosed and which
contains in addition, as a kind of docket, the indieation
of the contents of the doeument together with the date.
The seal designates Nin-me-dugga as ** a palace slave,”
that is, belonging to the harem of the ruler but who, as
we have seen, could herself own a slave as well as other
property.

The business documents of the earliest period of
Babyloman history thus complement the data derived
from votive inseriptions and historical records proper
by showing us the people in their daily life, how they
lived, what their oceupations were, the dealings they
had with one another, the changing fortunes of life, the
classes of the population, the position of the priests
and the methods of the administration of justiee.

X1V
An abundance of further details in all these and
other aspects of social life is furnished by the many
hundreds of business and legal doeuments that have
been preserved from the period of the definite union

of the Euphratean states under the rule of the Semitie
kings of Babylon, the period of the so-called first

* In most cases where a doeument was placed in an envelope of
clay, the outer ease contained n duplieate of the text, The envelope
served as s protection to the legnl doenument. This fashion of
having a duplicate of the docnment inclosed appears to have varied
from time to time; it does not appear to have been obligatory at
any time.
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dynasty of Babylon, extending from ¢. 2225-1926 5.c. **
Tn contrast to the business documents of the Agade, Ur
and Isin dynasties which, as we have seen, are s0 largely
taken up with mere aceounts and lists connected with
the temple organization in one centre or the other, those
of the first dynasty of Babylon are of a much more mis-
cellaneous character and for the most part taken up
with transactions between laymen dealing with the
ordinary business affairs and with more or less elabor-
ate lawsuits brought by contending persons. There is,
to be sure, every reason to believe that such documents
will also be found some day in abundance for earlier
periods, but for the present we must depend upon the
material dated in the reigns of the rulers of the first
dynasty and of subsequent periods for a more definite
picture of business activities among laymen and of the
manner in which justice was carried out in the courts
of the land. The business and legal documents of this
period, moreover, are written in Semitic or Akkadian
which makes the task of interpretation less precarious,
for despite recent progress in the interpretation of
Sumerian texts, there is mueh in such material that is
still obscure. When we reach Semitic texts, we are on
firm soil. It is also a great advantage to have as a guide
and control for the understanding of the business and
legal doecnments of this period the code of Hammurapi
of which we have for this reason given a rather full
analysis®® This great code became & standard for all
times, though as has been noted additions eontinued to
be made fo it, and modifications were introduced to keep
pace with changing conditions and to embody new
decisions that were constantly being rendered, albeit
on the basis of the principles on which the code was
established.

> The definite determination of the chronology of this period
we owe to the researches of F. X, Kugler, Sternkunde und Stern-
dienst in Babel (Miinster, 1910), i, 1, pp. 234-311,

" Above pp. 283-315,
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Before giving some examples of business and legal
doeuments of the period of Hammurapi, as we may also
call the age of the first dynasty of Babylon from its
most prominent representative, it will be well to out-
line the methods perfected in his days for the legal
administration of the country® In the first place,
we note by the side of the older and original tribunals
in the temples, entirely in the hands of the priests, a
elass of eivic judges or magistrates before whom legal
documents could be drawn up and to whom litigants
came to have decisions rendered. Such magistrates
acted in the name of the king, and it would appear that
their funetions were extended after the days of Ham-
murapi so that only specific cases requiring an oath in
the presence of the gods were referred to the ** judges
of the temple,”” as the priestly officials in contra-dis-
tinetion to the lay judges were commonly designated.
The institution of civil courts marks a decided decline
in the authority of the priests, though as a court of last
instance the temple continued to maintain itself to the
closing days of the Babylonian empire. There are also
traces of a kind of popular assembly with certain
judicial funetions,”® and in addition, the governors of
provinees and the chief magistrates of cities could be
appealed to, to render justice. Furthermore, the promi-
nence acquired by the city of Babylon as the capital of
the country gave to the judges of Babylon a poesition
not unlike that of a supreme court; and we have in-
stances of cases, dealt with in Sippar and elsewhere,

* For details see Edousrd Caq, ** Essni sur organigation judiei-
aire de la Chaldée & |"époque de 1s premitre dynastie Babylonienne
{Revue d'Assyriologie VII, pp. 65-101),

" Thig assembly met at the ""wall"’ of a eity, and was accord-
ingly known as the *‘wall of Sippar,’ *“wall of Nippur,” ete.,
according to the locality. Such an assembly may well have been a
survival from primitive days when the *‘elders’” constituted the
tribunal before which litigants came—antednting, therefore, the
formal organizstion of courts of justies in the temples
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being referred to the tribunal of Babylon. All this
points to an elaborate system of administration, keep-
ing pace with the union of the states of the Euphrates
Valley under a central authority and to the growing
complications of social life, necessitating the institution
of lower and higher courts, and differentiating the
functions of the many officials required to maintain
law and order.

The large number of actual contracts of all kinds
and legal cases embodied in the material at our disposal
from the Hammurapi period also furnish us with an
extensive legal terminology, as the result of many cen-
turies of legal procedure. This procedure, furthermore,
led to fixing a definite form for legal documents which
all thus turn out to be arranged according to a definite
sequence in the arrangement of the data. Inasmuch as
the legal document involves, primarily, the disposition
of some object—real or personal estate or a slave, child,
wife or some member of the household—the person or
object in question is first mentioned with such specifica-
tions ag are needed to identify it, as, for example, the
definite location of a house, field or orchard, and the
deseription of the produce, article of merchandise, sum
of money or individual in question. After this come the
parties concerned, (a) seller and buyer, or (b) the
parties to any kind of an agreement, or (¢) the litigants,
(d) slave owner and slave (or slaves), (e) father or
mother and children, members of a household, and the
like, The business transaction itself is then specified—
loan, marriage agreement, sale or lease, gift, adoption,
or elaim is set forth as the third division, again with the
necessary specifications, after which the formal deci-
sion reached is indicated, to which the parties involved
agree in the case of the disposition of property by an
oath to abide by the terms of the document and to re-
nounce all further ¢laims. The names of the witnesses
and the date terminate the document.



The attachment of a seal or of seals*® to legal doen-
ments was eustomary from the earliest period on, with-
out, however, being obligatory, In the case of deeds
of sale, it is the seller who attaches his seal, in the case
of a lease the lessee, in the case of a loan the ereditor,
in the case of a work contract the contractor, in the
ease of an inheritance deed, the one who disposes of the
property, and the guarantor in case of a bond,—in
general, therefore, the one who gives up a claim, or who
takes an ohligation upon himself, while in cases where
both parties take obligations upon themselves, both
attach their seals. So, for example, in marriage con-
tracts, the two contracting parties seal the document;
the same in the case of partnership agreements, or in
deeds involving exchange or division of property, while
in eases of adoption, the father and the foster parents,
though at times the foster parents only. The eustom
varies somewhat in different centres and at different
times. So, for example, at Nippur the seal appears to
have been made specifically for the document; it ismore
in the nature of a formal attest than the signature of
the one party or of the two parties, as is shown by the
fact that two names are combined on one seal, and the
seal itself is in the form of a rectangular stamp made
of a soft material and impressed on the clay like a die,
and not a seal eylinder, made of some hard material and
which is always that of an individual, rolled over the
document®” In a general way it may be said, therefore,
that the seal was a guarantee for the validity of the
document on the part of the person or persons who
yvielded eertain rights, or who took obligations on them-
selves, but in addition to this it also served as a protec-

# Bos for further details regarding the seal eylinders which
were rolled over or impressed on the documents, at the close of
Chspter VIL pp. 418426,

# See on this subject of the “‘Nippur'® seals Pocbel's discussion
in Babylonian Legal and Business Documents from the first dynasty
of Babylon (Phila., 1908), pp, 51-55.
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FiG. |y, LEGAL TANLET WITH SEal

FIGS. 2 AND 3, BEAL IMPHESESIONS ON LEGAL AND OUMMERCIAL TANLETS

FHL 4. NAIL-MARKS ON LEQAL TADLETH AS BUNSTITITN #Ol SEAL
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tion against alterations or additions to a document by
being rolled over the document wherever there was
room for it, and frequently even directly over words
of the document. This feature of the seal is particu-
larly apparent in cases where the original document
was enclosed in a cover or envelope of clay, on which
often a brief doeket of the nature of the document was
added with seals to prevent the cover from being de-
tached with fraudulent intent. In most cases, however,
the envelope contains a duplicate of the document, the
agreement of which with the inner one would furnish a
gnarantee for the anthenticity of the original in case
the question of genuineness were raised. The addition
of such a duplicate was not obligatory, though it be-
came sufficiently common to lead to the decision that
the ahsence of a duplicate was no ground for question-
ing the validity of a legal document.™

In addition to these two purposes for which seals
sere attached, the witnesses or even parties not named
as witnesses attached their seals as signatures which
might be appealed to in cases of dispute as proof for
the actual consummation of an agreement. In place
of a seal we find in documents down to the Cassite
period, the attachment of a bit of clothing imbedded in
the clay doeument while still in a soft condition, and
specifically referred to in the document as a substitute
for the seal. The technical term for such a guarantee
imbedded in the document (as in the case of the seal)
by the one who disposes of a right or claim, or by the
one who takes an obligation upon himself is sissikiu
(or sisitu) which appears to designate the fringe
attached to a garment.”® Again, in place of the seal, the

" Qo Winckler, Die Gesefee Hammurabis (Leiprig, 1904), p. 86
(§2 4-14).

» See on this term and the custom which it illustrates Ungnad
in Orient Litteraturzeitong, vol. ix, sp. 163; xii, sp. 479; and
Clay, Babylonian Exzpedition, XIV, pp. 12-14. The Hebrew term
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finger-nail marks of the eontracting party or parties
are seratched on the tablet in lieu of a seal™® This
may have happened originally in the ease of persons
who had no seal, but in time became quite a eommon
attest to a legal document, of which the eross or mark,
still recognized in modern times as a signature to legal
doeuments, is & direct successor. The most solemn fea-
ture in eonnection with legal documents was the oath
which was by no means obligatory in all agreements;
it was restricted chiefly to cases where individuals
through sale, exchange, or dissolution of partnership,
or through a testament or deed of gift renounced cer-
tain claims and, as already pointed out, it is always the
person who gives up further claims who swears the
oath, as it is he who attaches his seal by way of further
confirmation.’ We also find the oath where obliga-
tions are imposed on individuals, though limited, as it
would appear, to marriage eontracts, deeds of adoption,
appointment of heirs and manumission of slaves—all
being transactions involving family and household
affairs. The oath is not taken in the case of loans,
leases, labor contracts, commissions and the like. We
have seen that in the earliest days the oath is taken in
the name of the king, who in his capacity as the repre-
sentative of the deity'°* has the quality of sanectity
attached to him. In the days of Hammurapi, the gods

sisil for the fringe to be attached to garments according to the
Priestly Code (Num. 15, 38) is probably a loan word from the
Babylovian.

100 Specifically stated a8 such in the document.

*l Bee on the oath in Babyloninn end Assyrian inseriptions a
monograph by 8. A. B. Mercer, The Oath in Babylonion and
Assyrian Literature (Parig, 1912), with supplementary articles in
the Journal of the American Oriental Soeiety, vola. 83 and 24 and
in the American Journal of Semitie Languages, vol, 29, No. 2.

108 Ahgve, p. 288, The rulers of Agade and of Ur have the deter-
minative of deity attached to their names. The divine descent of
kings thus reverts to & very early period in the history of man.
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either take the place of the king or the name of the king
is added to that of the gods, and frequently also the
name of the city or temple in which the document is
drawnup. The change points to the growing seculariza-
tion of the royal office, leading to the substitution of
the gods as a more solemn affirmation. The oath was
taken by the ** raising ** of the hand,'™ and the place
where it was taken was naturally in the temple. Be-
fore the civil eourts, sitting outside of the temple, no
oath could be taken, and when it became necessary in
a suit brought before such a tribunal to introduce the
oath, the case was transferred to the *‘ temple " judges.

XV

We are now ready to take up zome illustrations of
legal procedure and of business methods in the time of
the first dynasty of Babylon and of later periods, re-
stricting ourselves mainly to such specimens as will
also show the practieal workings and application of the
regulations in the contemporary code of Hammurapi
which we have discussed. The scope of the published
documents from this period *** is exceedingly exten-
sive, covering all kinds of lpans, sales of houses, fields
and orchards, mercantile transactions in produce, in
live stock and goods, leases of houses, fields, commis-
sion brokerage, hire of boats, of animals and of work-
men, partnership, surety and guarantees, gifts to mem-
bers of one’s family, inheritance and disinheritance,
slave trade, marriage and divoree, adoption, and manu-
mission being some of the subjeets covered, besides

1 From the stem nashd, “‘to raise,”’ a noun nishu was formed
which acquired the technieal force of *‘taking the onth.' See
Schorr, Altbabylonische Bechisurkunden, p. xxxiii, note 1.

1% Se the bibliography in Schorr's Althabylonische Rechisur-
kunden, p. xlix-Ivi. Sechorr’s work itself comprises translations
of 318 documents with commentary, glossary and indices of propor
names, It is a valuable eompilation, despite many inconsistencies
in the translations, and many omissions in the glossary and indices.

22




338 BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

many instances of lawsuits which illuminate the legal
procedure of the courts.

The formule for loans are much the same as those
which we have already come across in Sumerian docu-
ments, with interest fluetuating from 5% to 25 per cent.
for loans of money, and from 20 per cent. to 33% for
loans of produce. Loans without interest, naturally,
were made at all periods as a kind of personal accom-
modation. Women often appear both as ereditors and
debtors; and it is significant that we find a large num-
ber of instances of priestesses ' engaged in money and
in produce lending, and in other mercantile trans-
actions. Fines arve oceasionally stipulated in case of
failure to return the loan at the time agreed upon. The
temples in the large centres continue to act as finaneial
institutions, lending money and produce and making
investments in real estate, selling property, making
labor contracts of all kinds and dealing in slaves. The
kings also engage in mercantile pursuits through their
accredited agents; they appear to have utilized their
large holdings more particularly for wool-growing, the
extensive sheepfolds in various parts of the realm being
directly under the supervision of the governors ap-
pointed by the king.”® The breaking of the tablet
recording a loan was the formal termination of the
transaction. Receipts were also given, though mot
obligatory. Debts could be transferred, and in case of
the death of the debtor, the obligation rested upon the
heirs. Failure to pay gave the creditor the right to
levy on the produce or other property of the debtor;

% Chicfly of the temple of Shamash at Sippar, though this is of
course largely accidental, owing to the provenance of many of the
docuients,

1#¢ An old title of the Babylonian kings frequently introdueed in
votive and historical inscriptions is ‘*shepherd,’’ which thus torns
out to be more than & mere spithelum ornans, and reflects the actual
otcupation of the rulers, who naturally beeams the largest land
owners in their realm.
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and if there was no property, the person of the debtor
falls into the hands of the ereditor, though he eould
substitute for his person, his wife, child or slave. To
relieve such hardships, the law provided that someone
could become surety for the debtor at the expiration of
the term of the loan and agree to reimburse the ereditor
within a short period. Precautions were also taken
against usurious rates of interest, though the creditor
usually sneceeded in driving a sharp bargain by being
permitted to lend produce at the current price at the
time of the loan—usually in the winter or spring, be-
fore the harvest—with a return of this amount at the
harvest season when the price was considerably lower,
and the ereditor therefore received more produce back
than he loaned.

A promissory note from the days of Darius may be
taken asa sample of the general form employed.'™

“'One mins and five shekels of silver (due) Nabu-mukin-zér,
son of Idinnd, son of (Gakhul, from Nabu-tabni-usar, son of Apla,
son of Gakhal, Monthly for each mina one shekel of silver shall
increase mgainst him—apart from his share of a record of a seed
field on the Kish highway, held in partoership with his brothers, as
a pledge for Nabu-mukin-zér. The total amount of silver against
him he shall pay, Witness: Nabu-etir, son of Nergal-ushallim, son
of Sha-nashistiz, Bel-iddin, son of Tabnes, son of Warad-Nergal,
Nabu-napishti-usur, son of Shuma, the fisherman, Nabu-mukin-zér,
the seribe, son of Shamash-akh-iddin, son of Nashishu. Babylon,
maonth of Simanu,'** 23rd day, 4th year of Darius,'* king of Babylon,
king of the lands."

vt Clay, Legal and Commercial Documents dated in the Assyrian,
Neo-Babylonian and Persian Periods { Philadelphia, 1408}, No. 105,
In the documents of these Iate periods, the names of individuals
are enrried back to the third generation, the *‘grandfather,’" how-
ever, being in many cases the family name, The dating (since the
Cassite period), is aceording to the years of the reigning king.

198 Third month.

18 Corresponding to e. 518 =.c.
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survival of earlier conditions of family joint-ownership
be disposed of by the head of the family, to the detriment
of his heirs, or of those otherwise entitled to a share of
the estate. The heirs and possible claimants are aceord-
ingly at times brought into the proceedings when a sale
of a house or field is consummated, to guarantee the
purchaser against future trouble. The purchase was
ordinarily a eash transaction, though there are instances
of part ecash payment and the rest on credit. Certain
formalities were observed at the sale, noticeable among
which is, in the case of deeds drawn in Sippar, Babylon
and Dilbat, the handing over of a staff by the seller to
the purchaser *** as a symbol of the agreement. A still
older custom that can be traced back to pre-Sargonic
days '™ is the addition of a small bonus over and above
the price agreed upon, equivalent to about five per cent.
of the total value in the ease of real estate and from one
per eent, to five and a fourth per cent, in the case of
slaves.** It may be, as has been suggested, that the
custom which is encountered also in Grmeo-Egyptian
documents is to be traced back to an earlier prohibition
of disposing of land as belonging to the gods, leading
to a fictitious sale by giving not the purchase price but
a higher amount, so as to lend to the transaction the
form of a gift made by the seller rather than an aetual
bargain.

The most interesting feature of these deeds of sale
is the various specifications that they contain, setting
forth both the rights and the restrictions imposed upon
the purchaser, the exact details regarding the property
or objeets sold and the terms of the sale. A purchase

Y% Bukdnw. See Schorr e, p. 116 and note on p: 122 with the
references there given

1% Genouillae, Tabletfes Sumirionnes Archaigues (Paris, 1909},
p. XXXV, $é4.

24 8o according to Cuq, ‘' Etudes sur les Contracts de U'dpogue
de la premiire Dynastie babylonienne,” in Nouvelle Revue His-
torique de droit Frangais et ftranger, vol. xxxiv, p. 463,
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ufahoummadebyomhmth&rfmmamth&riamrde&
as follows: '*

' One-third of a Sar and six Gin of improved property,' ad-
joining the house of Ea-idinnam, poultry dealer (1), being Lhe
house of Amurro-malik, son of Erish-sumatum, from Amurru-
malik, Apil-Amurru, his older brother, has bought. As the full
value, he has weighed out nine shekels of silver. For all times,
Amurrn-malik and his heirs, as many as there may be, renouncs
any claim on that house. In the name of the king he has sworn."*

There follow the names of four witnesses, of the
seribe and the official seal-maker,™" together with the
date, the ninth day of the eighth month in the ninth
vear of Samsu-iluna.'* The seal of the seller is attached
to the doeument, rolled twice over the tablet in the space
just before the date.

In the case of purchase of slaves, the seller assumes
the responsibility for the good condition of the slave
by agreeing to revoke the sale in case within a month
the slave is seized with a sickness known as benny ™
which would ineapacitate him. This is in aceord with
§ 278 of the Hammurapi code.™ A document of this
class reads as follows: '™

A fomale slave, Inn-e-ul-mash-banst by name, from the ity
Ursum, belonging to Damik-Marduk, son of Libit-Ishtar, Usria, son
of Warad-za, has bought from Damik-Marduk, son of Libit-Ishtar,
her master. As the full price he has weighed %; mina and ons
ghekel = of silver, besides 34 of a shekel as bonus. Three days
are allowed for investigation, and one month for s revoestion in
ease of bennu sickness, secording to the laws of the king.’’

125 Poghel, Le., No, 33.

13 The distinction is thus made between land and ground with
a honse.

17 Ahove p. 334

134 Clgrresponding to the year e, 2071 B.C.

122 Perhaps *'epilepsy.””

8 Above p. 314.

ut Vorderas. Schriftdenkmiler, Heft vii, No. 50.

133 That is, 51 shekels—a very high price for a slave.
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The names of five witnesses and of the seribe are
attached to the document which is dated 15th day of
the 9th month of the Tth year of Ammi-ditana.***

The guarantee against the Dbemnu sickmess as an
assurance that the slave was gold in good condition was
extended in Assyria to one hundred days, an indication
of the frequency with which the development of the
sickness after more than a month must have occurred.
Moreover, the seller in Assyria was also obliged to
guarantee that the slave was fractable, As in other
purchases and agreements, a heavy fine is'imposed for
any suit brought in future to reclaim the slave. An
Assyrian document of this kind recording the sale of
three slaves reads: '

**Heal of Sharrini, owner of the persons herewith legally trans
ferred. Im-shai (), the slave, . . . Shar-Ashor, Urkitd . . .
total three persons, . . . Akhu-tali (1), the mayoress of the central
quarter of the city *** has acquired for four mina of glver.*® The
silver has been paid in full. These men have been bought and
taken over. Revocation or law suit there shall not be. Whosoever
pressés & suit aguinst the mayoress, zhall pay a fine of 15 mina
of silver. Against their being seized (with Yennu sickness) a
guarantee of 100 days, against rebelliousness for all times.*" =7

The transaction is attested by nine witnesses,—an
unusual number in Assyrian documents, and due in
this ease probably to the fact that three slaves are in-
volved. The date is the 18th of the 12th month in the
eponymate of Bel-imur-ani, the general-in-chief, corre-
gponding to the yvear 685 B.c. in the reign of King
Sennacherib.'*

* o Carresponding to e, 2007 ne.

18 Johns, Assyrian Deeds and Documents, No. 232, The text
is defective at the beginning.

133 A eurious office to be held by o woman!

1% A high price, being sn average of 80 shekels per slave.

7 That is, & guarantes that the three alaves were tractable,

3% On the Assyrian method of dating documents see below p, 351,
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The position of the slaves in Assyria was much the
same as in Babylonia. They could hold propexrty in
their own right and could even have slaves of their
own. They could act as witnesses and had their seals
with which to attest transactions made by them. Slaves
could even marry daughters of freemen, and we have
also instances in Assyria of a slave with two wives.'™
The law also protected the family of a slave so that the
members were not torn away from their surroundings.
Tn many cases slaves formed an integral part of landed
estates and were sold together with their families with
the property to which they were attached.

XVI

As a survival of early conditions when women were
purchased as wives, we have in the marriage agreements
of the Hammurapi periods the same general form as
in the case of other purchases, even though this point
of view is no longer present in the subsequent relations
of man and wife: and the form undergoes only slight
modifications during the later periods of Babylonian
history and in Assyria.

In the marriage contract,'*" there are two parties as
in the ordinary bill of purchase—the parents disposing
of the daughter, or in default of both, the father or
mother, or if both are dead, the brothers and sisters,
while on the other side we have the bridegroom acting
for himself, though occasionally his parents act for
him.*' The original purchase money is replaced by
the * gift,”” "** given by the bridegroom to the parents
or representatives of the bride, but which already in

10 Qe Johns, Le, Noo 229,

1 For details of marriage in the Hammurapi period, see Cuq's
admirable article, Le Mariage d Babylone d'apris les Lois de
Hammurapi (Revue Biblique, 1905, pp. 350-371).

W Sep Cun. Texts, viii, 70

vt Tirkhatw.
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the days of Hammurapi is kept in trust for her, to be
passed down to her children and of which her husband
can at most use the interest for his business enterprises.
The gift or dowry of the parents to the daughter ap-
pears at all times to have been optional, and while at
the husband’s disposal, is to be returned to the wife in
case of a divoree brought about through no fault of the
wife. As we have seen,'”® the wife as well as woman
in general possesses all the rights of a person whose
independent legal status is recognized. She ean buy,
lease and sell, make contracts and can dispose of prop-
erty belonging to her. She can enter into business
partnership with the husband and both are held equally
responsible for obligations thus entered upon. Women
act as witnesses, as seribes ** and even as judges '** and
hold other official posts. It wounld appear, indeed, that
the relatively high status of woman in ancient Baby-
lonia results from her position in the cult as a priestess.
The woman, as part of the temple organization, would
naturally share in the growth of the organization.
Hence the priestess like the priest enters into eommer-
cial life, and with this had to be given a legal status
equal to that of a priest. The ordinary form of a mar-
riage contract reads as follows: **

‘‘Bashtum, daughter of Belizunu, the priestess of Shamash,
danghter of Uzibitnm. has been taken to wife by Rimum, the son
of Shamkhatom. . . . shekels of silver *" ag the amount of her

1t Above p. 309, seq.

4 E g, Con. Texts vi, PL 24 (Amat-Mamu, the female scribe
of the doecument in question).

1% Opn. Texts, viii, PL 28 (Ishtar-Ummu, daughter of Abba- .
nibum, famale seribe and judge in the tample of Shamash).

14 Meigner, Beitrige sum altbabylonischen Privatrecht (Leip-
zig, 1803}, No. 90.

1" Thae number of shekels is broken off. The amount of the
gift varies naturally aceording to the financial status of the parents;
it is quite frequently very low, four to ten shekels,
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‘gift’ she has already received. Her heart is satisfied. If Bashtum
says to Rimum, her husband, ‘thou art not my husband,” *** she is
bound and thrown into the river:'** and if Rimum says to Bashtum,
‘thou art not my wife,” he weighs out to her ten shekels as divoree
money. In the name of Shamash, Marduk, Samsu-iluna and the
city of Sippar they have sworn,'’

Seven witnesses, among them a woman, bear attest
to the document, The circumstance that the bride,
apparently, must declare her satisfaction with the mar-
riage gift or settlement for her benefit shows how far
removed we are from the days of marriage by purchase.
In another doeument,™ likewise dating from the days
of Samsuiluna (2080-2043 B.c.), there is instead of a
mention of a gift on the part of the bridegroom, a clause
in regard to the dowry of 19 shekels of silver brought
by the bride as a dowry to her husband. It isstipulated
that the husband forfeits the dowry if he divorces his
wife, besides being obliged to pay a compensation of
half a mina, whereas if the woman rejects her husband,
she loses the dowry and must pay a fine of half a mina.
« By mutual consent they have sworn in the name of
the king,”’ the document adds.

We have seen *** how the Code endeavors to protect
the first and chief wife against being shoved into the
background through more attractive rivals. In illus-
tration, we have an interesting marriage agreement
between a man and two sisters, with a stipulation re-
garding the status of the second in order to make clear
her subsidiary position in the household. The docu-

14 [ 4., vefuses to cokisbit with him or desires to leave him.

W Ay alternative punishment is *‘to be thrown from a column,™
a.g., Vorderas, Schriftdenkmaler, Heft viii, No. 4, 2425 (case of
s female slave married to a freeman), and in the text below.,

180 Prom Nippur and couched in Sumerian. Bee Poebel, Le.,
No. 40

11 Ahove, p. 300, s0q.
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ment from the days of Sin-muballit (2144-2124 B.c.)
reads: '*

“Warad-Shamash has married Tarim-Sagils and Titani***
danghter of Sin-abushn, If Tarim-Sagila or [ltani says to Warad-
Shamush, ‘thou art not my husband,” they shall east her down from a
eolumn ; and if Warad-Shamash says to Tarim-Sapgila or [tani, his
wife, ‘thon art not my wife," he loses house and furniture. Further-
more, Iitani shall wash the feet of Tarim-3agila (and) earry her
chair to the temple of her god. Tltani is to help Tarim-Sagila with
her toilet and (otherwise) assist her and she is not to use her seal.
She must grind 10 Ka of flour and bake for her,' '™

These curious stipulations are all evidently intended
to indicate the inferior position which the second wife
is to occupy by the side of her sister, to do personal
and menial service, in fact, to be in the position of a
handmaid who, as will be recalled,™ might also be given

by the wife to her husbhand as a concubine,
-

XVII

In illustration of the paragraphs in the Code of
Hammurapi dealing with leasing of houses, shops,
barns, fields and boats, and the hiring of workmen and
of animals, we have a large number of legal documents
that throw further light on business practices in ancient
Babylonia, and which underwent me=ely minor modi-
fications in the transfer to Assyria and in the later
periods of the Babylonian history, down through the
time of Persian and Greek supremacy. The rent of
houses varies naturally according to size and loeation,

182 Cun, Texts ii, PL. 44. We have also another special marriage
contraet between the same Wearnd-Shamash and one of the sisters
(Iltani). See Meissner. i8., No. §9.

1% More literally they have entered into s relstionship of *‘wife
and husband."" with Warad-Shamash,

i The namez of ten witnesses are attached.

15 Above, p. 300,
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from two-thirds of a shekel to six shekels annually in
the documents of the Hammurapi period, which appears
to be very low from a modern point of view. We must
remember, however, that the private houses were at
all times very simple affairs, of one story, built of clay,
with a varying number of rooms around a central
eourt. The period of the lease was usually one year,
occasionally six months, while in later times the period
is two years. Repairs during occupancy had to be made
by the occupant, who is also held responsible for
damages. The same applies to ghips. The rent was
dne at the end of the lease, though in most cases a por-
tion was paid at the beginning of the term, amounting to
as much as fifty per cent. of the entire rent. The gen-
eral form of a house lease was as follows: A

‘e house of Ribatum, the priestess of Shamash, Ninshubur
nasir, son of Niir-alishy, has rented from Ribatum, the priestess of
Shamash, danghter of Ibgatim, for one year. Ag rent for one year,
he is to weigh out three shekels of silver. As part psyment of the
rent, 1% shekels have been received. On the first day of the
month Warskh-shamna *' he moved in. Three [estival gifts for
Shamash, one piece of meat and 10 Ka of wine he shall furnish.
In the presence of Amel-Adad, son of Sin-eribam, and Adad-bani,
son of Marim. Month of Warnkh-shamns, first day, the year of
the goddess Tashmit.' ***

“‘Regarding the outlay for the honse which rests on the tenant,
if the owner of the house says to the tenant, ‘ Get out!" he (ie, the
owner) forfeits the outlay, but if the tenant moves out of his own
accord, he is responsible for the outlay,

“In the presence of Bur-Adad, son of Bur-Adad, Idinnam-
lagnmal, Akhushing, son of E-Sharra, month of Warakh-shamma,
first day, the year of the goddess Tashmit."”

1% Ranke, Babylonian Legal and Business Documents from the
time of the first Dynasty of Babylon (Philadelphia, 1906), No. 35
and 36—two copies of the tablet with slight variants

11 Bighth month. The duplicate has tiru which appears to be a
variant name for the month.

184 1t year of Hammurapi, eorresponding to 2083 B.C.
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‘We find this same priestess leasing a shop to a cer-
tain Atidum for one year at a rental of 1% shekels of
sgilver to be paid on moving into the house on the 20th
of the fifth month, in the third year of Samsu-iluna,
corresponding to the year 2077 p.c. '

As a curious custom we find cases of a builder being
paid for the construction of a house by ocenpying it
for a term of years; so in one instance ** eight years
in return *‘for his outlay,”” which implies that the
builder pays the cost. The assumption is of course
that the ground belongs to the one who engages the
builder. Bince the period of oceupation is based on
the cost of the house, we may conclude that on an aver-
age the yearly rent represents 12'2 per cent. of the
total cost, or about half the amount of the average
interest on money loaned. From the other end of
Babylonian history in the days of Seleucid rulers (312-
65 B.c.) we have a lease with stipulations about repairs.
It reads as follows: '**

*“A large honse of Nanii-iddin, son of Tanittum, son of Akhutu,
which is in the district of the great park ** in Uruk, which is at
the gide of the large honse of Mushezibitum, danghter of Ishtar-
akh-iddin, and alongside the centre of the field, at a vearly rental
for the house of four shekels of silver is at the disposal of Anu-
uballit, son of Kidin-Anu. Half of the silver at the beginning of
the year, the balance of the silver in the middle of the year he
ghall pay. The bareness (of the walls) he shall repeair, the eracks
of the walls he shall close up. The amount for the work, bricks
reeds and beams, as much as be may need, shall be placed to his
credit. During the year three Shugurri ¥ he ghall give. From
the tenth day of the month of Tammuz of the eighth year of
King Beleuous ** that large house is at the disposal of Anu-uballit,
son of Kidin-Anu.™

1" Ranke Le., No, 61 (ease tablet),

148 Meissner, Beifrige sum altbabyloniscken Privatrecht, No. 66.

** Clay, Legal Documents from Evech, dated in the Seloweid
Era (New York, 1913), No. 1.

3 A public park (1).

1% Perhaps festival gifts

**¢ That is, Seleucus I. whose eighth year corresponds to 304 n.c.
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The document, witnessed and sealed, bears the date
of the fifth day of Tammuz (fourth month), eighth
vear of King Seleucus, five days therefore before the
actual commencement of the lease. The stipulation
that the tenant is to be eredited for the expense involved
in attending to necessary repairs is probably a speeial
agreement, due possibly to the neglected condition of
the house at the time that the lease was gigned. It
will be observed, however, that the old form whereby the
tenant must undertake the repairs is observed—merely
that he is to be reimbursed by the deduction of the cost
from the rent. The annual rental being only four
shekels, one wonders how much was left for the owner
after the cost of repairs had been deducted.

The changes in legal procedure wrought through
the lapse of ages are all of a minor character. Since
the days of the Cassite rulers (c. 1760-1185 B.c.), the
reigns of kings were reckoned by years instead of by
the eumbersome method of a date for each year accord-
ing to some event by which it was designated, and
which necessitated recourse to lists of dates prepared
by the seribes or votaries. The name of the place where
the document was drawn up is added. The tendency
also developed to reduce the number of witnesses
(though a uniform practice was never introduced),
and the word for “‘witness™ was placed before the
names instead of the phrase “in the presence of.””
In Assyrian legal documents the chief departure from
Babylonian models is marked by the reference at the
beginning of the document, to the seal or finger-mark
of the party who disposes of something or on whom an
obligation rests, while for the dating of the years an
independent method was followed, each year being
named after an official who acted as the eponym 155 for
fhat year, the ruling king leading off as the eponym
for the first year of his reign, followed by the highest

18 The Assyrian term is fimu.
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officials and then by those of lower grade. The method
was almost as cumbersome as the older system of Baby-
lonia, and it is only by reference to lists of eponyms for
each reign that we can determine the year of a ruler
corresponding to the eponym named.***

Ships were commonly rented for transport of grain,
and the return was generally reckoned in an amount of
grain, and not in currency. The same was the case in
fields which were rented naturally for cultivation, the
stipulation being that the reut was to be paid in a per-
centage of the yield at the time of harvest. A contract
of this nature is couched in the following terms: '

“A field of 9 (1) Gan—a meadow without an exit (1) from
Melulatum, priestess of Shamash, daughter of Ibkusha, propriet-
ress of the fisld, (1) Belludarl, son of Liwirashum, as & field for
eultivation on a return (of the produee) has rented. At the time
of harvest the field to its full extent he shall garner and for each
Gan 100 Ka of grain,'™ according to the standard of Shamash, at
the wall of Sippar) '™ he shall measure out,’’

The names of four witnesses and of the seribe are
attached to the document, which is dated on the 25th
day of the 6th month in the year ““when Ammiditana
[restored] the power of Marduk,”” that is, the fourth
year of the king's reign, eorresponding to the year
2010 B.c.'™

144 Bee lists of such eponyms, in Schrader, Keilinschriftliche
Bibliothek, 1, pp, 204-215, some having merely the names of the
eponyms, others the name with brief reference to some impartant
event in that year, These lists, however, are very incomplete,
eovering only the 9th and Bth centuries,

1 Cun. Texts, xxxiii, PL 33.

""" The reference is perhaps to the lack of an irrigating eanal
leading into the field.

10 About 40 litres.

*"* A term for the tribunal of Sippar, which had its seat at the
wall of the city. See above, p, 332, note 95,

"' The seals of Bel-ludari and of three of the witnesses are rolled
over the tahlet.
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Workmen and slaves were hired for short and long
periods, from a few days 12 yp to two years, the wages
being either in produce or more commonly in currency.
Five shekels a year seems to have been an ayerage
price for a workman, though the amount is at times
as low as two shekels. The stipulation is frequently
added that the laborer is to receive his elothes during
his term of service.)™ Presumably his board is taken
for granted, since as a laborer he belongs to the house-
hold. As a specimen of such a confract we may select
one which is interesting because it makes provision
for three holydays each month.'™

i Warad-Tashmetum has been hired for two months for team
(1) work'™ by Sin-ikisham, the keeper of the arehive (1) in
the temple, from Idin-Lagamal, his brother. As his wages, he is
to receive for two months 115 shekels. In the month he is to have
three days for himself. If he stops his wark or goes away, he loses
his hire. Before lushu-bani, son of Amurra-put-Adad, and Ina-
palishu, son of Warad-Ishtar, Month of Airu,!™ first day, in the
venr in which king Ammi-saduka (erected) a golden throne. ' '™

Similarly, animals were hired, and their value ap-
pears to have been rated higher than that of human
beings. We have a case'™ of an ox hired for draughting
for one month at the rate of one shekel, of which one-
half, it is stipulated, is to be paid in advance. Flocks
of considerable size were hired for a longer period with
a return in currency, and also in a share of the off-
spring and the wool.

The hire passes over by an agreement of this kind

192 Peyy days in one instance for harvesting. ( Meissner, Le., No.

57).
173 We have, however, a case in which it is expressly stipulated
that he is to provide his own clothes (Cun. Texts, vi, PL 40a).

w4 Vorderas, Schriftdenkmiler, Heft vii, Ne. B3,

115 ghi-bi-ir sa-ma-di, f. Cun. Texts, xxxiii, PL 32, obv. 5.

18 Sepgnid month.

1t Fighth year, eorresponding to e, 1969 m.c.

1 Vorderas. Schriftdenkmiler, Heft vii, No. 92.

23
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into a quasi partnership paet, since in return for a pay-
ment for the lease of the flock, the lessee shares with the
owner the profit and increase during the period. The
partnership agreement was usnally quite simple in
form, as the following document from the neo-Baby-
lonian period shows; '™

*‘One mina of silver Itti-Marduk-balatu, son of Nabu-akhe-iddin,
gan of Beibis "™ and Mardul-shapile-ziér, son of Nabn-shum-iddin,
son of Nadin-sheim have invested in common, Whatever trans-
petiong they engage in they ghare s partners. Witness: Nabu-
gér-ikisha, son of Belshanu, son of Epesh-ili, Bel-udakhkhid, son
of Shapikzér; son of the survevor, and the seribe Marduk-shum-
iddin, sou of Apli, son of Beletir. Babylon, month Warakhshamna,
third day, fifth year of Nabonnedos, king of Babylon."'

Partnerships could also take the form of an invest-
ment in common of a sum of money and of merchandise
which wonld then be managed for the partners by a
third person as agent.®' In that case the agreement is
more explieit, as for example, in the following document,
likewise from the reign of Nabonnedos.'™

*“Five mina of silver and 130 jars of incense belonging to Ttti-
Marduk-balatu,son of Nabu-akhe-iddin, son of Egibi, and Marduk-
ghapik-zér, son of Nabu-shum-jddin, son of Nadin-sheim ** due
froms Kurbat-nabu-gahbit (1), agent of Nabu-akhe-iddin and Nabn-
din-epush, agent of Marduk-shapik-zér, for eurrent business. What-
ever in the eity or outside they aequire with it, is to be shared by
Itti-Marduk-balaty and Marduk-shapik-zér. Kurbnt—mbu-phit

3™ Strassmaier, Nobonidus Tnschriften {(Leipzig, 1880), No. 199,

# In the neo-Babylonian and later periods, the line of descent
is earried further than the mention of the father. The third mem-
ber ia not necessarily the grandfather, but corresponds rather to our
fumily nnme. See above, p. 339, Warakhshamenn is the Sth month.

M In Strassmaier, nubonidos inschriften, No. 652, the agent
is & woman,

2 Btrassmaier, Le., No. 572 (11th year of king = 544 p.0.).

1% The snme two partners as above.
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(1) and Nabu-din-epush while engaged in this commission shall
receive from it (i.c., from the sum entrusted to them) food and
daming.“‘beaiduthamu!thnhmuthﬁrdhpml“

During the continuance of partnership, debis con-
tracted by one party entailed responsibility for the
other., Partnerships were dissolved either naturally
by the death of one partner or by mutual consent. The
partners go before the tribunal to render an account,
swear an oath that everything has been divided fairly
and equally, and are then formally released from
further obligations towards one another. Itis interest-
mg to eompare two forms of such documents, one from
the days of Hammmurapi and one from the days of
Nebuchadnezzar IT. at the other end of Babylonian
history, to see the substantial continuity of legal pro-
cedure, and at the same time note certain modifications
in terms and phrases.

The former reads: ™®

i A fter Erib-Sin and Nir-Shamash had formed a parinership,
they went to the temple of Shamash and rendered an account. The
ourrency, male and female slaves, everything outstanding, outside
and within the city, they divided equally. After they had con-
cluded this (settlement) of silver, male and female slaves, every-
thing, outside and within the city, from straw to gold, *** neither
shall have & claim sgainst the other. In the name of Shamash, £,
Marduk and Hammurapi they swore."

The names of seventeen witnesses are attached to
this doeument but no specifie date.
The document of the later period reads: ****

% That is, their expenses shall be paid.

13 Cun, Texts, if, PL 283,

18 A phrase of frequent oceurrence to indicate everything of
value,

42 Strassmaier, Nabuchodnosor Imschrifien (Leipzig, 1889),
No. 116, Dated 8th of Shebat {11th month), 18th year of Nebuehad-
nezzar (D86 8.0.),
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“Business agreement (1) of Nabu-kin-apal and Nabu-bél-shunu,
his son, and of Shuls, son of Zer-ukin, son of Mushezib-bél, the
shutapi official, under which they carried on business from the vighth
year of Nabopolussar, King of Babylonia, " to the eighteenth year of
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylonia, They have renderad an ae-
eount of their transactions before the judges.  Fifty shekels of silver
are still due from Nabu-bél-shumm and Nabu-kin-apal, his father
There will be no revocation or further elaim smong them. (The
parinership) is dissolved, each one will go his own way. In the
nams of the people (1) and of the gods, each one has sworn, Their
gecount with one another has been settled. The former documents
in their names have been destroyed.”

XVIII

Despite the advance marked by the Hammurapi
period, it is full of survivals of an earlier age when the
father exercised absolute control over his children,
Thus a father could still sell his daughter to become a
concubine and practically a slave in the household to
which she was transferred, though she could not be
again resold except for good reasons. We have such a
case in a doeument from the 12th year of Hammnu-
rapi,'* i.e, e 2111 B.C.

**Qhamash-niiri, the danghter of Thi-Sha-a-an, has been bought
from Ihi-She-s-an, her father, by Bunene-sbl and Belizuno™
For Bupene-abi, she iy a wife, for Belizumi, 8 maid. At any
time that Shamash-niiri says to Belizunu, her mistress, ‘Thou art
not my mistress’ she is branded **' and sold for silver. The full
prive of five shekels has been weighed out. The staff (bukdnu)
has been handed over. The transsction is consummated. His
heart (se. of the seller) has been satisfied. For all times no claim

i f e, 017 8¢, The partnership lasted 31 vears

i Opneiform Texts, viii, No. 229,

188 Man and wifls .

4 Fiterally “‘shorn,'’ s6., of her hair, but which becomes the
term for branding & person with some slave mark,
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mhmqgebymvanamﬂyngﬁmmm. In the name of
Shamash, A, Marduk and Hammurapi they have sworn."'

A mother could sell her child. It appears not to
have been uncommon for women to pass on their chil-
dren to a nurse who is frequently a votary '** for a term
of years at a stipulated sum. In case the mother is un-
able to pay the amount, the child is sold to the nurse,
who sometimes pays a certain sum in addition for the
child which is hers to do with what she pleases. In a
document, likewise from the reign of Hammurapi
(-2Tth year, e. 2096 B.c.) we read as follows: ***

“ A pertain Zukhuntum, wife of Ilukinum, has given her
¢hild to be nursed to the 1itani, the votary. The price of nursing
for three years including food, oil and elothing,™ she has not
given to Itani. ‘Take the little one, let it be thy child,’ Zukhun-
tuwm said to Iltani, the votary. Since she has so said, apart from the
price of nursing for three years which she (ie., Iltani) has not
rooeived, Titani has handed over three shekels of silver to Zukhun-
tum, For all times peither party will have a claim against the
other. In the name of Ib ™ snd Hammurapi they have sworn.™

The point of view in such documents is still that
of the period when children were regarded as an asset
of fixed monetary value because of the services that
they could render after they had reached a certain age,
just as the wife was an asset to her husband through
her own services and through the children that she
would bear. Hence the nurse who rears a child en-
trusted to her would feel compensated by the possession
of the child in return for the pay whieh she would other-
wise receive, though we have seen that the evaluation

w1 Nu-Gig-Kadightum, See nbove, p. 308,

185 Vorderas. Schriftdenkmaclor, Heft vii, Nos. 10-11 (ease
tablet with seals).

8 Thres standing terms for "‘support” also oeeurring inm the
Hammurapi Code, § 178,

iM Porhaps to be read Urash.



of the child might also entail upon her to pay an extra
sum over and above the compensation due her.

The adoption earried with it a full share in the
estate; and this stipulation prevailed in Assyria as
well, as is expressly set forth in a document dating from
the middle of the Tth century B.c., which reads in part
as follows: **®

“Senl of Nabu-naid, the owner of his son, legally transferred.
Ashur-gabatshu-ikbi, a small child, son of Nabu-naid, has been
gdopted as their son by Sinki-Ishtar and (his wife) Rimto.
Should there be seven ™ children to Sin-ki-Ishtar and Rimtu,
Ashur-sabataliu-ikbi remains the oldest son'*” Whenever at sny
time be it Nabu-naid, be it his brother, he it & governor, be it a
retative should bring suit aganst Sin-ki-Ishtar, or his children, he
will pay (a fine of) 1 mina silver and 1 mina of gold to the goddess
Nin-lil** 2 white horses he shall lay at the feet of the god Ashur,
his eldest son he shall burn at the khamrw ' of Adad. Despite
kis suit le shall not obtain (3¢, the child).™

The curions reference to an offering of horses as
part of the fine is of frequent occurrence in Assyrian
documents*® as is also the allusion to a free offering
of children** which reminds one of the offering of
children to Moloch in the pages of the Old Testament,
Exactly how we are to understand this, whether literally
or merely as a strong threat that was not actually car-
ried out, is difficult to decide. Certainly on the face of

2% Paigar in Oriental Littératurzeitung, vi, Sp. 198,

1 Here used as a large number, t.6,, ever so many.

ot It follows from this that the conple was childless at the time
that they adopted the child.

e Ay exocslingly heavy fine to be paid to the templé of Ninlil
or Ishtar.

1 The altar or some seetion of the temple,

=¢ E 9., Kohler-Ungnad, Assyrische Rechtsurkunden (Leipzig,
1913), No. 162, 164-178. Two to four horses are nnmed ns fines,
besides a very large money fine for an unwarranted suit.

# L., Nos, 158 (son or daughter to be offered in the fire to
Belit-séri), 163 (son offered to Sin; dunghter to Belit-séri).
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it, the phrase suggests that at one time children were
offered as sacrifices in the way indicated, though it is
hard to believe that as late as the seventh century the
practice still prevailed.

XIX

The manumission of slaves is also placed under the
legal aspect of an adoption by the owner, though in
time the adoption became a mere form—a kind of legal
fiction, in order to give a definite status to the freedman
or freedwoman, for a slave as such is never designated
as the son or daughter of any one but merely by his or
her name. The theory of manumission as an adoption
is carried out to the extent that if such a freed slave
rebels against the authority of his adopted father, he
is punished as a son would be, not as a slave. The cere-
mony of manumission consists in removing the brand
mark of the slave from the forehead, though both the
branding and the cleansing from the brand may have
come in the course of time to have been a formality—
perhaps only symbolically carried out. In the case of
a female slave, the manumission is often accompanied
by the dedication of the woman to the service of some
deity; she becomes a votary, in which case the temple
as such adopts her, though the assumption is that her
foster parents have presented her to the temple. The
general form of such a doctiment of manurnission reads
as follows: **

4 A pertain Zugagum by name*® iz (sacknowledged as) the son
of Sin-abushu *** and of Ummi-tabat. Sin-abnshn his father has
¢leansed his forehead.®® As long as his father Sin-abushu lives,
Zugagum, his son will snpport him. For all times, as regards
Zugagum, son of Sin-abushu, Nutubtum, the priestess of Shamash

s02 (lun, Texts, iv, PL 423,

208 This form designates the individual as a slave.
s Signifying *‘the god Sin is hia father.”

28 I ¢ has removed the slave brand.
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and Nabi-Sin, her brother, the ehildren of Sin-abushu, will not
hove aoy claim on Zugagum. theéir brother: In the namo of
Shamash Mardonk and the King Somuls-ilo, thelr father, Sin.
abushu has sworn. If Zugagum should say to his father, Sin-
sbushu ‘thou art not my father,” the punishment ¢ in the case of
a son shall be imposed wpon him.*  According to the Inws of
Sumu-la-iln, they have destroyed the documents.’**™

The reference to the laws of Sum-la-ilu, the second
member of the first dynasty of Babylon (e. 2211-2176
B.0.), points to reforms instituted by that ruler who,
it is reasonable to conjeeture, compiled a code as did
Hammurapi half a century later. That code must have
provided that the formal breaking of the eclay docu-
ments represented the termination of the agreement
recorded therein. Acecordingly, we find the ceremony
of the destruction of a document frequently referred
to either as an order of the court, or as a statement of
fact to indicate the termination of a contract, or a re-
voeation or the cancelling of a debt or other obligation.
The manumission of a female slave by adoption and
who is then presented to the temple is recorded as
follows: **

“The female slave *** Amat-Ishtar is the daughter of Eunutum.
Kunutum and Mukhadi have cleansed her, To Shamash and A they
have presented her. [As long ss Kunutum, her mother lives, she
(4., Amat-Ishtar) is to provide for her support. When her god

=4 Aceording to the old Supmerian Iaw (V. Rawlinson, PL 235,
col. ii, 23-28), such a rebellious son is branded a8 & slave and
sold for silver,

=7 [¢., the documents recording the former sale of the slave.

=% Thureau-Dangin, Letfres of Contrats de 1ipogue de la
premifre Dynastie Babylonienne (Paris, 1910). Noa 65-69 (case
tabilet).

% Proceding the names of the slaves is an indication of the
pumber as ‘‘one head,’’ *'two heads'" and the like, a5 we still say
one héad of cattle, ete,



COMMERCE AND LAW 361

eills Kunptom to him** no one is to have any elaim on Amat-
Ishtar.] = OF the children of Shamnash-idinnam,** male snd female,
none will have any claim on Amat-Ishtar. In the name of Shu-
mash, Marduk and Sin-mubsllit,* they have sworn.'’

The inner document—without further specific date
— hears the names of nine witnesses, among them four
women, while the case or envelope has no less than thir-
teen witnesses, of whom eight are women. The remains
of seal impressions of four of the witnesses also appear
on the envelope—all, as the added titles show, connected
with the temple of Shamash at Sippar where the docu-
ment was drawn up.

The children thus adopted took upon themselves the
obligation to provide for the support of their foster-
parents, but the phrase was probably introduced merely
to specify the duty devolving upon the adopted son or
daughter in case of necessity. The children as a sur-
vival of an earlier stage of society owed serviee to the
father or mother, and in lieu of their eventual share in
the property would be obliged to look after the parents
in case the latter became incapacitated. Sons were
obliged to care for their widowed mothers aceording
to the Hammurapi code, but it does not appear that the
parents were under ordinary circumstances actually
maintained by the children, On the other hand, to en-
sure themselves against want, it is frequently stipu-
lated in the case of gifts made by a father or mother to
one of their children that in return, the support of the
parent devolves upon the child so favored. Such
phrases must, therefore, be taken as legal formule,

=8 1 ¢ on the death of Kunotum, Mukhadi, who is mentioned
with Kunutum, may be the latter's danghter, who, as the heir agrees
to the manumission of the slave.

311 These two sentences on the outside tablet only.

312 The decensed husband of Kunutum.

=3 Sin.muballit, the immediate predecessor of Hammurapi, ruled
from ¢ 2144 to 2124 b,
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introduced to provide for contingencies that might

arise.

The Taws of inheritance as set forth in the code of
Hammurapi are illustrated by numerous documents
from the period of the first dynasty. The practice
varies, however, to some extent in different localities.
50, e.9., in Nippur and in Uruk and apparently, also,
in Assyria, the oldest son received an additional share,
though this appears to have been optional. In the same
way the father could also make a special giff to any of
his children, though the code takes precautions against
his doing so to the serious detriment of the other chil-
dren. Daughters inherit on equal terms with sons, and
the mother, as we have seen, takes charge of the es-
tate ** (in case she survives her husband) until the
children reach their majority. She is nof, however,
under ordinary cireumstances the heir of her husband.

Naturally in a complieated form of society, many
disputes arose in regard to estates, and some of the
documents setting forth the settlement of property be-
queathed by a father to his children are very elaborate,
A final attest to a division is formally recorded in the
following terms?'®

“Nir-Shamash, Ili-ma-skhs, Palatum and Khumurnm have
divided all the possessions of their father. From straw to gold,»"
brother will not have any elaim against brother. In the name of
Shamash, E. Marduk and Hammuorspi, they have sworn. Befors
Ibik-Shamash, Tlu-nishtama, Sin-idinnam and Ibni-Shamash in the
year of the Hammurapi eanal ' #7

A more specific inventory is, however, the rule and
generally the document is drawn up to settle the share

34 Above, p. 305,

% Meissner, Beitroge zum altbabylonischen Privatrecht, No. 106.

#¢A phrase of frequent occurrence to indicate everything of
valoe. See above, p. 355,

#7Le., when Hammurapi dug a canal, called after him = the
Oth year, corresponding to ¢. 2114 n.0,
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of some one member of the family, as in the following
instance: **

“wo Sar improved property at the side of the house of Sin-
eribam, son of Warnd-ilishu, its front facing the street, 2 Gar on the
long side, 1 Gar on the front; ifom, one alave Warad-Erua, ilem,
one slave Lumur-gamil-Shamash, who has escaped ™" ifem, one
female slaye Taribum; item, one female slave Ashratum-ummi-is
the share of Lipit-Ishtar, son of Bunini, which (at the division of
the paternal estate) with Sinmagir, snd Ihi-Sin, the sons of Bunini,
with Sindinam and Rish.-Shamash, the children of Iushu-ibishu,
[his brother] * he received, Also the share of Lamari, the priestess
of Shamash, reveris to the brothers between them* They have
divided everything from straw to gold, brother has no eluim against
brother. In the name of Shamash, &, Marduk and Hsmmurapi *=
they have sworn."’

Where in a deed of settlement, merely the share of
one of the heirs is set forth, we must assume that simi-
lar documents setting forth the shave of each of the
others were drawn up, so that each heir would have
documentary evidence in his possession, which would
again become the basis for the division of Lis estate
after his death.

We have, however, plenty of instances in which in
one document the share of each of the heirs is detailed,
as, ¢.¢., in one dated on the 17th of the 1st month in the
11th year of Samsu-iluna, corresponding to e. 2069 B.C,,
which reads as follows: *™

218 Thureau-Dangin, Lo, No. 98-99 (ease tablet).

=% Counted in on the assumption that he will be caught and
returned.

229 2y on the outer tablet. These are the nephews of Lipit-
Ishtar whose father is dead, and who therefore receive the father's
share,

%1 The priestess reeeived her share during her lifetime, but it
reverted to her brothers on her death. See above, p. 308,

22 Dated in the 37th year corresponding to ¢. 2086 s.c.

=5 Poghel, Le, No. 32



“Eleven (1)** Gin of improved property, adjoining the
house of Lugul-Amaru, (with) one zaggule dish™™ us & spocial
possession becsuse of his status as first-born, 14 Sar improved
property, by the side of the hounse as a special possession,—the
share of Apil-Amurry, the eldest son; one-third of & Sar, six Gin
mmproved property by the side of the house of Apil-Amurru, his
brother, the share of Lipit-Enlil, his brother; [one-third Sar
six] ** Gin improved property [at the side of the house] of Lipit-
Enlil, his brother, the share of Lipit-Amurru, son of Apil-Shamush,

[One-third Sar, aix] Gin improved property [by side of the
house of] Ee-idinnam, the faleoner (1),* son of Ea-tukulti, the
ghare of Amurru-Malik. As heirs of Erisumatum they have
divided the estate according to sgreement. In the future, one will
muke no claim against the other. In the name of the King they
have sworn,'’ =

XX

To round out the picture of law, and of commeree
and of social conditions in Babylonia and Assyria, we
have for the older and later periods a large number of
documents setting forth the judieial rulings in law-
suits brought before the tribunals. These documents
reveal the practical workings of legal procedure in civil
cases, for up to the present at least we have not come
aecross any records of eriminal procedure, and the
question has been raised whether such records were
kept. The general form followed in eases brought be-
fore the courts was to begin with the statement of the
¢ase and of the claims made. The testimony on both
sides was then set forth with the administering of the
oath where called for, followed by the decision of the

=24 The number is not elear,

=2 Often mentioned in Nippur tests as a special possession of the
first-horm.

** Text defective. The restoration is made on the assuniption
that the share of the remaining brothers is ¢qual

4% So Poebel’s explanation.

=4 The document is written in Sumerian, which remained in use
a8 the offielal languape for a longer period than elsewhers in such
strong Sumerian centres like Nippur.
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court. There was commonly added an express pro-
hibition against reopening the ease, to which the party
losing the suit consents by an cath. The names of the
judges and witnesses together with the date as usual
complete the record. The most important section in
such documents is the portion relating to the evidence,
which generally involves the production of legal docu-
ments and earlier court records bearing on the case.
In complicated affairs, sueh records often go back many
years and there are instances in which a large number
of documents are tested by the tribunal before reaching
a deeision. With the advance from purely religions
tribunals to courts presided over by lay judges, as above
pointed out,=* and the increased prominence given to
government officials, such as governors and city magis-
trates as against the former predominance of priests
in the judicial affairs of the country, we also find a
growth in the direction of finer distinctions and greater
serupulousness in reaching a conclusion that should be
fair to the parties concerned. Efforts are also made by
the judges to bring about settlements by mutual con-
cessions and by compromises so as to avoid bitter con-
tests, which would entail delays and possibly hard-
ships for both sides. On the whole, the picture thus
resulting is that of a country in which a high sense
of justiee could be relied upon to protect those seeking
a vindieation of their rights. Law and order prevailed
in the land, and while we learn occasionally of instances
of “‘graft” on the part of officials, as is natural in
a land in which government activities cover so large
a field, the general impression that one receives—and
this applies to Assyria as well as to Babylonia—is that
the citizens had a feeling of supreme confidence in
the eourts as safeguards, under whose protection the
citizens could pursue their daily routine of barter and
exchange, and carry on their activities in the various

% Sop above, P. S0
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walks of life. It is a significant testimony to the spirit
of justice and right thus emphasized by the courts in the
south and in the north that Assyrian rulers who appear
most ruthless in their campaigns of conquests, appar-
ently concerned to promote their selfish ambitions, vet
pride themselves in their annals, as did Hammurapi in
his code, that they protected the rights of their subjects
and sought to secure justice and to suppress violence
and wrong. In a doeument *° found in Ashurbanapal’s
library, setting forth certain special privileges accorded
from olden days to the people of Sippar, Nippur and
Babylon, some general sentiments as to the duty of
kings are introduced which may be regarded as illus-
trating the prevailing point of view. We cannot do
better than close our survey with an extract from this
text:

“If the king does not hear the law, his people will perish, the power
of the king will pass away,

If e does not heed the law of his land, Ea,®* the king of destinies,
will alter his destiny and east him aside,

If he gives heed to the wirked, senfusion will disturb the land.
If he follows the counsels of Ea, the great gods will aid him in
righteons decrecs and deeisions.*’

# (Ogn, Texts xv, PL 50,
#% The god of humanity par excellonce, See sbove, p. 210,



CHAPTER VII

THE ART OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

I

Ar the ontset of a discussion of the art of Babylonia
and Assyria, it is natural to institute a comparison with
that of the other great civilization of high antiquity—
Egypt. Leaving aside the question not yet ripe for
solution, whether the eulture of the Nile is earlier than
that of the Euphrates Valley or vice versa, though the
indications at present are in favor of the former alter-
native, there are certain physical features which the two
eountries have in common, which help to explain the
rise of a high order of culture in both. The warm eli-
mate during the greater portion of the year, suitable for
a population as yet unable to protect itself against a
more rigorous one, is divided in both the Euphrates
Valley and in Upper Egypt into two seasons—a dry
season beginming in the spring and extending till the
late fall, followed by several months of rain and storms
during which the Nile in Egypt, and the Euphrates and
Tigris in Babylonia overstep their bounds and flood
large areas, While this oceurrence often brought about
devastation prior to the constrnetion of protective irri-
gation canals, throngh the perfection of a system to
direct the overflow into the fields, it resulted in a fertil-
ity which rendered agriculture carried on with primi-
tive methods, a comparatively easy task that was
rewarded by rich returns.

The contrast between the two civilizations, on the
other hand, which is particularly noticeable in the art,
is due to the abundant presence of stone and wood in
the one eountry, and the almost total absence of stone in
the other. In place, therefore, of the massive stone
structures of Egypt—temples with large stone columns,

367
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elaborate rock tombs, mastabas and huge pyramids—
wae have in the Euphrates Valley constructions limited
by the use of the clay of the native soil, which forms the
natural and practieally exclusive building material,
Stones of various kinds from the hard diorite and basalt
to several varieties of limestone and alabaster were, to
be sure, imported at an early period from the moun-
tainous district to the east and northeast as well as
from northern Arabia and probably also from Egypt
and Nubia, while wood was brought from the forests of
Lebanon and other distriets; but the difficulties involved
in procuring such material had as a natural result its
rather limited use in architecture and proved a check
to the artistic instinet in the development of stone
sculpture. The hindrance was less felt in the case of
moulding and designing in copper and iron and in the
artistic employment of silver, gold and bronze and in
ecarvings on bone and shell in which a high degree of
skill was achieved at an early period. (See PL T4.)

The dependence of architecture upon the material
accessible for building purposes brings about a further
differentiation between Babylonian and Assyrian con-
structions, and this despite the fact that the art, as the
entire civilization of Assyria, is merely a northward
extension of the Euphratean culture. Limestone and
alabaster were abundant in Assyria, and the proximity
to the mountains made it possible to obtain harder
stones with comparatively little difficulty. The larger
employment of stone in the Assyrian temples and
palaces thus became a characteristic feature, whereas
the use of such material at all times remained excep-
tional in the large structures in the south.

Taking up first the older constructions in the south,
it is interesting to note at the outset the shape of the
bricks which during the period when the Sumerians
were in control were plano-convex and oblong, while
as we approach the time when the Semites assume the
supremacy, the older form yields to square bricks that
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were also large and flat! In time, a preference arose
for a smaller brick about twelve inches square, and
this remained in use with some variations. For the
important parts of the building, inecluding the outer
layers, kiln-burnt bricks were used, but for the great
brick masses sun-dried bricks of crude variety appeared
to suffice.

At what time it became customary to paint colored
designs on the bricks we are unable to say, but from the
cireumstance that painted pottery and vases of vari-
ous designs were found in the lower layers at Telloh
and Nippur, it is a fair inference that the art reverts
to a very early period. At all events, we find it largely
employed in the bricks of Assyrian palaces of the ninth,
eighth and seventh centuries B.c., the colors either
being simply placed on a coating of plaster over the
bricks, or the designs were drawn on the bricks, placed
together and covered with a colored glaze or varnish,
which upon being burnt accentunated the brilliancy of
the hues, The chief colors employed were yellow, blue,
red and white® It is in the constructions of the days of
Nebuchadnezzar T1. that this art of glazed tiles reaches
its highest form of perfection. The procession street
leading to the temple of Marduk along which on festive
occasions the statues of the gods were carried in solemn
procession was lined with magnificently glazed tiles,
representing figures of lions marching along in majestic
dignity. The background is dark blue, the lion itself is
yellow, while running along the upper and lower edges
are small white rosettes with a touch of yellow in the
centre. Similarly, running along and around the outer

1 At Nippur, ¢.g., the bricks of the Sargon period were found to
measure twenty inches square, but were only 314 inches thick.

* An analysis of the colors showed that the yellow was anti-
moniate of lead, the blue glaze is copper with some lead to facilitate
the fusion of the lead, the white is oxide of tin, and the red s sub-
oxide of copper. Of. Layard, Discoveries in the Ruins of Nineveh
and Babylon (New York ed. 1863), p, 166,

24
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and inner walls of the great Ishtar gate, excavated by
the German expedition in Babylon and which formed
the approach to the temple of Marduk, there ‘were
alternating rows of unicorns and dragons made in the
same manner as the lions, and showing the same traces
of the original, brilliant eoloring. It is estimated that
there were at least fifteen rows of such glazed designs
rising to a height of about forty feet. From the Baby-
louians this elahorate and effective method of decorat-
ing exterior and interior walls passed to the Persians,
who eArried it to an even greater degree of perfection.®
_+ Large numbers of painted and enamelled bricks
were found at Khorsabad and Nimrud by Botta and
Lavard respectively, which exhibited the remains of
continuous patterns and of more or less elaborate de-
gigns, serving as deeorations of the walls and arched
gateways of the royal palaces. One of these decorated
arches yestored from numerons fragments portrays in
conventionalized form the familiar winged creatures
—a lower order of deities—standing before a iarge
palmette which has become one of the conventionalized
substitutes of the sacred tree Another elaborate de-
sign in one of the palaces of Nimrud, repeated like a
modern wall paper pattern, showed a erouching bull
with decorative borders above and below, This style
of decoration was extended to the gates and to the door-
ways leading from one division of the palace to the
other as well as to floors which were similarly often
found covered with elaborate geometrical and fowered
designs that bore traces of coloring.” We are therefore

" Bea thie illustration in Perrot and Chipiez, Hislory of Art in
Persia (Londen, 1892), facing p. 420,

+ Sep Plute XVIIL, Fig. 2 and Place, Niwive ef 1"Assyrie (Paris,
1867), PL 1417,

* Truces of eolored tiles—red, black and white—were found in
the case of the stage-tower at Khorsabad (see Botta et Flandin
Monument de Ninive, PL 155-156), but the sonclusions drawn there
from thnt éach of the seven stages bore s different color and that
these colors stood in some relationship to the planets is not justified.
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justified in coneluding that it was customary in both
Babylonia and Assyria to cover the exteriors of temples
and gateways as well as of palaces with decorative de-
signs, flowers, geometrical patterns and pictorial repre-
sentations on glazed bricks and that this method of
decoration was extended to the interior halls and the
gates or doors, leading from one section of a temple
or palace to the other, and even to the exterior of the
staged towers, though the extent to which this was ear-
ried in the case of these towers is still in donbt. In the
ease of interior decoration, less exposed to atmospherie
influences, direct painting on the stueco with which
the brick walls were covered frequently took the place
of glazed bricks. The effect of this manner of decora-
tion and particularly of the eolored glazed tiles must
have been striking in the extreme.

II

Outside of this feature, however, there was little in
the architecture of Babylonia and Assyria to arouse
one’s admiration. The use of clay as the building ma-
terial led in the direction of hugeness, but a hugeness
without beauty. The temples and palaces were large
brick masses surrounded by equally massive walls.
Some attempts at relieving the monotony were made
by gateways that had the appearance of towers, and
by turrets on the tops of the walls. The softness of the
goil made it necessary to exercise great care in order
to secure strong foundations for these immense strue-

Seven was not the customary number of the stages. Indeed thers
was no fixed number; and four stages are more common than severn,
The smbition of the royal builders was solely directed to raising
the towers to as great a height as possible in imitation, as has been
suggested, of & mountain peak. It does not appear that any symbol-
ism was associated with the number seven, even when this number
beeams & more common limit to the series of stages heaped on one
another.
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tures, and it became eustomary at an early period to
erect a hroad platform, often carried up to a consider-
able height, on which the temple or palace was reared.
Regarded as the dwelling of the god in whose honor
it was erected, the temple became literally the god’s
house, and, as a consequence, the names of the temples
of Babylonia and Assyria invariably contain as one
of their elements the word *‘house.” Thus Marduk’s
temple at Babylon was known as E-sagila, ““the lofty
house,” which was also the designation of Ea's sanctu-
ary at Eridu. Nabu’s temple at Borsippa was called
E-zida, ““the faithful house,” Shamash’s temple at
Sippar, E-barra, *‘the shining house,”—an appropriate
designation for the dwelling of the sun god; the temple
of the moon god Sin at Ur was ealled E-khul-khul,
“house of joys,” and so on through the almost endless
lizt of temples in Babylonia and Assyria.

The prominent feature of the temple as the house
of the gods was an outer court immediately back of the
entrance, from which one entered into a long vestibule
leading into a second court with a large hall at one end,
at the back of which there was a recess or a small
chamber to receive the image of the god. Grouped
around the outer court were rooms for the priests and
for the temple administration, Similarly, corridors
Jed to rooms around the inner court and adjoining the
juner hall, all set aside for the various needs of the
temple service. The number of such rooms varied of
course with the size of the temples, just as the temples
themselves varied in size from comparatively small
dimensions—more in the nature of chapels—to large
areas with a perfect labyrinth of rooms around the
outer and inner court’ The temple of Ningirsu at
Lagash and known as E-ninmu, “the house of fifty,”
must have been an extensive structure, as described by

“ Seo Koldewey, Dic Tempel von Babylon wnd Borsippe (Leip-
zig, 1911).
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its builder Gudea, who tells us of the many rooms it
contained for the accommodation of the priests, store
rooms for grain, treasure rooms, stalls for the sacrificial
animals, and various offices for the administration of
the temple. It will be recalled” that the temples be-
eame in the eourse of time commercial institutions, hay-
ing large holdings of land, giving out contracts for
work, hiring laborers, and engaging in the loan of
money and other commercial enterprises. For all these
purposes, offices and store rooms had to be provided,
and since the temple officials were also the judges and
administrators of justice, further accommodations were
needed for this phase of the temple activity. An inter-
esting variation of the Assyrian temples from the Baby-
lonian models which in other respects were closely
adhbered to, consisted in the proportions of the outer and
inner conrt, While in the case of the Babylonian edi-
fices the two courts were about the same shape, the
inner court in the temples of Assyria was narrow and
broader than the outer one, and led into a long and
narrow hall, at the back of which was the *‘holy of
holies,”” where the god had his seat, The people as-
sembled for worship in the large outer court where the
altar stood on which the sacrifices were offered, while
the inmer court with the holy of holies in the rear was
reserved for the priests and for the rulers who alone
had access to it. The impression conveyed by these
sacred edifices is well deseribed in an inseription of the
Asgyrian king Tiglathpileser I. who reigned about
1125 to 1100 .c®* He deseribes how, after laying the
foundation of the restored temple of Anu and Adad in
his capital eity on the solid rock and enclosing the
whole with burnt bricks, he built the temple of Anu and
Adad of large stones. He continues: *“‘Its interior

! Above, p. 274 and 316 seq.

*Rawlinson 1. PL 15, 98-101. Quoted alse by Handeock,
Mesopotamian Archaology (New York, 1012}, p. 142,
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I made brilliant like the vault of heaven, decorated its
walls like the brillianey of the rising stars and made
it superb with shining brilliancy."
. There were thus chiefly two features in the temple
‘architeeture of Babylonia and Assyria upon which the
effect produced depended—the erection of the struc-
| ture on an elevated platform, and the elaborate decora-
| tion by means of glazed tiling and through direct paint-
ing of the stucco-coated interior walls. The fondness
for brilliant coloring so characteristic of Oriental art
at all times may thus be traced back to the civilization
of the Buphrates Valley, and in this respeet, at least,
the temples of Babylonia and Assyria must have sur-
passed the decoration of the sacred edifices of Egypt
whieh, constructed of hard granite, lent themselves less
to gaudy decoration. The use of various kinds of
stone, chiefly a soft limestone and a harder alabaster,
was an inmovation introduced by Assyrian builders,
but the stone was limited to the outer casings and to the
geulptured figures that were placed at the entrances to
temples and palaces and to the senlptured bas-reliefs
with which the Assyrian kings from a certain period
on were wont to cover the interior walls of the great
palace halls—the throne rooms and reception halls.
The great mass of the Assyrian temples continued to
be built of kiln-dried and sun-dried bricks down to the
latest period,—in slavish imitation of Babylonian
prototypes. The main effect, therefore, of these strue-
tures was at all times that of huge square masses, usually
with the corners orientated to the four directions, and
merely interrupted by massive gateways and smaller
entrances and the turreted tops of the enclosing walls
to relieve the monotony.

III

This hugeness was further accentuated by the high
towers that were attached to the temples in the case of
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the chief edifices of both Babylonia and Assyria and of
many of the minor ones as well. The tower, as has
already been pointed out, represents a mountain in
miniature and is to be explained as an endeavor on the
part of a people coming from a mountain home to re-
produce in their new surroundings the belief which
placed the seat of the gods on mountain tops. The
tower as a sacred edifice thus rests on a totally different
conception from the temple proper which is an out-
growth of the ordinary house; and since we find the
tower as an adjunet to the temple in all the important
Sumerian eentres of the south, we may in connection
with other evidence ascribe the tower to the influence
of the non-Semitie element, and the temple as above
deseribed to be the sacred edifice expressive of Semitie
ideas. The two together—and temple and tower are
thus invariably combined—furnish, accordingly, an-
other illustration of the compesite character of the
Euphratean culture.

The aim of the builders in harmony with the under-
lving motif of the towers was to make them as high as
possible—an aim that is well expressed in the inscrip-
tion of Tiglathpileser 1., above referred to, who, speak-
ing of two towers that he erected in conmection with
the double temple of Anu and Adad, states that he
reared them “up to heaven.” The simplest method of
construction to convey the picture of a mountain was
to place one stage above the other, each stage or story
being somewhat smaller in proportions than the one
immediately below it. The number of stages thus
superimposed varied from four—which seemed in the
earlier period to be the usual number *—to seven. It
is of eonrse possible that the number seven was asso-
ciated with the moon, sun and five planets, but there is
no satisfactory evidence that this was the case. Such
symholism conld only have been introduced at a time

* Though towers of two and three stuges also ooeur.
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when the original purpose which inspired the building
of these towerz liad been lost sight of. A tablet dis-
covered by the late George Smith and recently published
furnishes the height of the seven stories of such a stage
tower in Babylon (2ikkuraf, *‘high place™ as the
Babylonians called it) as 300 feet. In this case each
story was not only smaller in eireumference, but the
stages diminished in height as one proceeded to the
top. Elsewhere, liowever, as at Khorsabad, the four
lower stages were of equal height. Whether in all cases
the outer easing of bricks were glazed and colored is a
question that cannot be answered definitely, though the
indieations are that such elaborate decoration was ex-
ceptional and limited to the towers built in later periods
by Assyrian rulers, who were fired with the ambition to
outdo their Babyloniain predecessors in grandeur. It
is probably safe to assume also that in the earlier
periods, both in Babylonia and Assyria, the towers did
not rise to more than 100 or 150 feet, Such a structure
in comparison with the ordinary low one-storied houses
—and even the temples and palaces, though higher,
consisted of only one story—would seem huge indeed.

Up to the present the best preserved zikkurat found
was that unearthed by Botta at Khorsabad, of which
portions of four stages remain with abundant traces
of eoloring in the case of the exterior easings. Fortu-
nately, we have two other means of forming more
aceurate views of the appearance presented by these
towers when complete than would be posaible by a con-
jeetural reconstruetion—in the first place by a repre-
gentation of a tower on a Babylonian monument, and
secondly through the preservation of a structure in the
Euphrates distriet which, though dating from the
Mohammedan period, is modelled on the pattern of
a Babylonian zikkurat. The picture of a zikkurat
oecurs on a so-called Boundary stone, recording the

1 Qep Jastrow. Bildermappe sur Bubylonisch-Assyrischen Ke-
digion No. 38,
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grant of a certain piece of property through a ruler of
the thirteenth century B.0.; it shows a structure of four
stages superimposed, with indications of a winding
aseent from one story to the other and erowned with
a chapel. The stages decrease in size as one proceeds
upward, and the same is the case with the very remark-
able stone structure still standing at Samarra some
ninety miles above Bagdad. Here we have a stage
tower of seven stories on the top of which is a little
rotunda in which the muezzin takes his stand to eall
the faithful to prayver. A glance at this Mohammedan
minaret is sufficient to show the direct and continuous
line of tradition leading from the zikkurat to the
towers of the Mohammedan mosques on the one hand,
and to the belfries, campaniles and steeples of Christian
churches on the other.” In Babylonian and Assyrian
avehitecture the tower is always separate from the tem-
ple proper—as though to symbolize the independent
origin of the two structures, the mountain-motif and
the house-motif. Generally the tower is back of the
temple, at times to one side, but, even when it is accorded
a position immediately adjacent to the temple, as in the
ease of the two zikkurats attached to the temple of
Anu and Adad at Ashur, one standing to the right, the
other to the left of the double temple, the tower is yet a
distinet structure, the ascent being independent of the
temple. In the case of many mosques the Babylonian-
Assyrian tradition is followed through the virtual
independence of the minavets as adjuncts to the mosque,
though in others the minaret is directly attached and
eventually becomes a steeple placed on or at the side
of the mosque. Similarly in the church architecture of
Ttaly we find a tower built quite independently of the
church as in the ease of 8t. Mark’s in Venice and of the
cathedrals in Florence and Pisa, while in Norman archi-

11 Ges on this subject Thiersch, Pharos, Antike, Islam und Occi-
dent (Leipzig, 1907).
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tecture the belfry becomes attached to the church, and
in Gothie architecture the tower becomes a steeple
placed on the church, and with a complete departure
from its Babylonian-Assyrian counterpart is looked
upon as a symbol of the spivit of Christianity, calling
upon its followers to direet their thoughts heavenward.

EY.

There is another feature of Babylonian architecture
which needs to be touched upon before we leave the
subject. At Warka, Telloh, Nippur and Babylon re-
mains of arches were found at a depth which left no
doubt as to the great antiquity to which the construction
of arches is to be traced back in the Euphrates Valley—
at least to 3000 B.o. The span of these arches is not
large and the construetion is very irregular and erude,
but nevertheless they illustrate the prineiple of the true
arch; and it has been plausibly conjectured that the dis-
covery was suggested by the arched form of the primi-
tive reed huts—still in use by the natives in the villages.
These early arches were used as tunnels through which
drains passed to earry off the rain water and the refuse
from the structures beneath which they were ereeted.
The extent to which the arch may have been used in
Babylonian temples and palaces as a part of the con-
struction proper is a question still in dispute, but since
we find it employed in comnection with the gateways of
Assyrian palaces in the eighth century, it is a reason-
able conclusion that the Assyrians merely imitated in
this regard as in so many others the example furnished
by the architects of the south. This is all the more
plausible beeause of the discovery at Bismya of a domed
covering ** for a structure that stood in close vieinity to
the ancient temple at that place. We have at least one
example of an arched gateway uncovered in the course
of the execavations at Babylon by the German expedi-

2 Banks, Bismys, p. 246.
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tion while illustrations on Assyrian monuments show
us temples with a series of domes—not unlike those
which constitute a feature of Mohammedan mosques
and chapels at the present time. The courts of the
temples, however, were uncovered and the publie cult
took place in the open air. Nor ave there any good
reasons for believing that either in the ease of temples
or palaces or private houses flat roofs were ever intro-
duced. The absence of stone and of wood to serve as
beams and rafters would prevent the architects from
introdueing such a covering. The brick arch and the
dome were therefore the two resources which must have
been developed at a comparatively early period, and in
the construction of which the ingenuity of the builders
had an opportunity for wide play. The principle of
the arch was further applied in the construction of
vaults for the burial of the dead both in Babylonia and
Assyria. In the mound Mukayyar—covering the site
of ancient Ur—Taylor in 1854 discovered a number of
such arched vaults, averaging 5 feet in height and 832
feet in breadth, and tapering from a length of 5 feet to
about 7 feet. About fifty years later, the German
explorers working at Kaleh-Shergat, the site of the ity
of Ashur, came across vaults of precisely the same con-
struction—an interesting and valuable index of the
continuity of architectural methods in both the south
and the north."* The depth at which these vaults were
found at Kaleh-Shergat showed conelusively that the
explorers were in the presence of tombs belonging to
the older Assyrian period. The span of the arch in
these Assyrian vaults was about five feet, the vaulted
portion above the perpendicular walls on which the
arch rested being a little over two feet high. The total
height of the tomb was therefore about five and a half

" Bee Milteilungen der Deufschen Orient Gesellschafi No. 8,
facing p. 43; and for arches from Nippur and Uruk, Handeock,
Mesopotamian Archeology p. 170,
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feet. The dead were placed in recesses along the walls
or laid on the floor,

Digressing for a few moments to consider the
methods of burial in Babylonia, we shall be led to the
next subject to be considered—the pottery. The oldest
form of burial appears to have been to place the dead
in small elay coffins—not unlike a modern bath tub.
Some of these were so small and =o shallow as to sug-
gest that the body was forced into these compartments
by drawing up the knees and placing the body in a
position that suggests the reproduction of the position
of the child in the mother’s womb. Instead of coffins
proper, large jars were used and the body sealed as it
were between two such jars, or again the hodies were
placed on reed mats and covered with large earthen
covers. In the later periods the tendency developed to
inerease the length of the coffins until in the neo-Baby-
lomian and Persian periods we find long slipper-shaped
receptacles with a narrow opening into which the body
was forced. In the early periods, the coffins and jars
were almost wholly without ornament, but on those of
the later period, particularly on the slipper-shaped
coffins, designs were worked out which, covered with a
glaze, often gave a striking appearance to these coffins.
By the side of vaults in which a number of bodies eould
be placed, we find square shaft tombs in each of which
only one body was placed or a barrel-shaped tomb in
which the dead was interred’* The general custom
appears to have been to bury the dead naked, but in
some Assyrian burial vaults at Kaleh-Shergat, Andra
believes to have found traces of clothing. The connect-
ing link between these various methods of burial—and
it would appear that the several customs were simul-
taneously employed and do not represent an evolution-
ary process—is the desire to imprison the dead securely

" Sps also Jastrow, Bildermapps zur Babylonisch-Assyrischen
Religion, Nos. 113-115, and above, PL 14, Fig. 2.
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go as to prevent their troubling the living. The dis-
embodied spirit of the dead was & sort of menace to the
living, and with a view of symbolizing the hope for
gecurity, the dead were foreed into jars or coffins. Con-
comitant with this fear of the dead goes, however, the
reverence and pity for those who have left the world
of the living. Unable to provide for themselves, and
yet supposed to have the same craving for food and
drink and the same longing for activity as the living,
the surviving relatives placed jars with food, orna-
ments, utensils and weapons in the tombs.

v

Tt is through the contents of the graves that we
obtain an-enlarged view of the various kinds of pottery
in use in Babylonia and Assyria, though naturally our
material is not limited to what was found in the graves.

A systematic study of this pottery—such as has been
made of Egyptian and Greek pottery—has not yet been
undertaken, and there is unfortunately mueh uncer-
tainty as to the provenance of many of the specimens
at our disposal, while in only a limited number of cases
have we aceurate data of the depth at which the material
available was found, The potter’s wheel appears to
have been used at all periods, though many of the speci-
mens show evidence of having been entirely hand-made.
The ¢lay even in earlier times was burned to an almost
black eolor, though in the case of the cheap pottery for
every-day use this was probably not done, the ¢lay being
merely sun-dried as in the case of the cheaper kind of
bricks. In the case of large urns and vases, straw was
mixed with the elay in order to give it more substance,
reminding ns of the use of straw in the manufacture
of bricks in Egypt. The best collection of pottery
found up to the present time is that of Bismya, where
every conceivable shape and size oecurs—from one inch
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to almost three feet.® The shapes likewise vary—
from a very simple and almost erude design with merely
a line or two at the top and bottom to elaborate decora-
tion and very intricate shapes with graceful handles.
At Nippur and Telloh several specimens of unusually
large jars have been found, distinguished for their
regular rope pattern, while showing a still higher form
of art is a utensil—perhaps an incense burner—of
most intricate shape and beautifully enamelled with a
green ¢olor. This specimen was found at Telloh.*®
The elay furnished so profusely by the alluvial soil,
and which we have seen conditions the entire archi-
tecture of the Euphrates Valley, as it forms the writing
material, lent itself to all kinds of artistic purposes.
The earliest images of the gods as the earliest attempts
at ornamentation and at seulpture were in clay. Some
of these attempts were naturally exeeedingly erude.
These little images must have been manufaectured in
large quantities and sold to pions worshippers, to be
kept in their homes as amulets to ward off the influence
of evil spirits, or deposited as offerings in the temples.
Clay moulds have been found into which the soft clay
was pressed to bring about conventional shapes,
Considerable skill was shown in the modelling of
the human face in these images, as may be concluded
from the figure of a goddess with uplifted hands. There
is an expression of adoration and servility in the face
that is quite unmistakable and which is well supported
by the position of the hands, suggesting a petition to
some powerful being. Even more carefully executed is
the picture of a goddess leading a worshipper into the
presence of the deity. Strangely enough the portrayal
of animals is less successful, though of course it may
not be fair to judge from the few specimens at our dis-

¥ Banks, Biemye, pp: 175 and 261,

¥De Sarzee et Henzey, Dicouverfes en Chaldée, P1. 44 his
Fig. 6* and 6°; for large jars, Babylonian Expedition of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania 1, 2 PL XXVI &nd Series D vol. 1, p. 406.
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posal. Allowance, too, must be made for the individual
style of artists, and yet we are probably safe in saying
that except for the animals portrayed on glazed tiles,
there was something stiff and grotesque in the Baby-
lonian artist’s reproduction of animals—presenting a
contrast in this respect to Assyrian art, where the
portrayal of animals is superior to that of the human
face, which rarely rises above a conventional level.

VI

At a very early period the Babylonians conceived
the deviee to harden the clay by the admixture of sub-
stances which gave it almost the quality of a soft stone.
We have a variety of such artificial substances that
form a transition to seulpture in stone. A particularly
good specimen was found in Nippur, showing a sacri-
ficial scene in two divisions. The upper portion repre-
sents a naked worshipper offering a libation before
Enlil, the chief deity of Nippur, repeated for the sake
of symmetry. In the lower portion are attendants
carrying some objects and driving two goats. Despite
the fact that the human figures are drawn in outline with
the aid of simple lines, there is dignity in the expression
on the face of the deity. The animal—apparently a
gazelle—drawing a plough (again repeated for the sake
of symmetry), is well reproduced in a second plaque
from Nippur, which shows the same naked worshipper
before Enlil (see Plate XLIII, Fig. 2).

In general, it may be said that in this early work
there is little expression in the human face. The eye
is lifeless, and, even when the face is in profile, the eye
is usually given in full. The crudeness of the art is to
be seen in the position of the feet, though oceasionally
an artist succeeds in correctly representing a standing
position. So in the case of a bas-relief found at Nippur
which, though revealing all the characteristic traits of
the early art, is redeemed by the effective manner in
which a bearded priest is shown with his face half turned
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towards a worshipper carrying a goat as an offering
and being led into the presence of a goddess seated on
a bird (Plate XLIV, Fig. 1). A limestone plaque with
the figure of a Sumerian chief, standing at the entrance
to the sanctuary of the god Ningirsu at Lagash, belongs
to the same period, the dress of the worshipper being
again of the same primitive character as in the Nippur
bas-relief, with the exeeption that the single garb hang-
ing from the waist reaches to the feet (Plate XLIV,
Fig. 2). The elaborate pattern as well as the border of
the garb which has a slit in front is due to the greater
care in the artistic execution. Very striking is the
arrangement of the hair falling down the neck and gath-
ered together by a fillet around his head, while a long
chin beard adorns the face. The eye is drawn in front
view, and the posifions of the feet also reveal the usnal
limitations of the early art. The long aquiline nose and
long feathers as part of the head gear suggest a foreign
congueror who is here paying his respects to the patron
deity of Lagash. The sacred poles with mace heads in
front of the chief who grasps one of the poles with his
right hand are religious symbols,—perhaps originally
trees—placed near altars or in front of sanctnaries, not
unlike the totem poles of the North American Indians.

A similar attempt to represent two different ethnieal
types may be recognized in a group of figures that are
unfortunately only partially preserved. We have here
apparently a procession of warriors, leading captives.
The warriors wear their hair long, but the drawing is
so conventionalized as to suggest wigs. The long aqui-
line noses remind one of the figure with the high
feathers, as do the long almond-shaped eyes. The pro-
cession appears to have been arranged in two rows, and
it is evident that the bald-headed and beardless figure
in the second row is intended to represent a Sumerian.
The folded arms are the gesture of adoration or devo-
tion. Tt would appear then that we have here a por-
trayal of a scene in the early history of the Euphrates
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Valley in which a foreign group sneceeded in bringing
the Sumerians into subjection. The two warriors fac-
ing one another would then represent the conquerors.
Bevond, however, the indieation of broadly distinctive
types and a certain dignity and strength of posture
these specimens of the earliest art do not go, so far as
the human figure is concerned (Plate XLV, Fig. 1).
On the other hand, the art is rather remarkable in
the skill with which a series of fizures are grouped so
as to econvey a unity or a continuity of action. A good
specimen is furnished by the fragment of what was,
when complete, a limestone relief of an unusually large
size. The fragment preserved is about four feet high.
It is again divided into two sections, the upper one
representing a procession of four figures being led
into the presence of a deity, though it is possilile that the
third figure with uplifted hands represents a goddess,
the consort of the god to whom homage is to be paid
and who acts as an intercessor between the gods and the
worshipper. In the lower portion the most significant
feature is a seated firure—mno doubt again a priest—
playing on an eleven stringed instrument, the details of
which even to the figure of a bull as a decorative por-
tion of the frame are drawn with great precision. De-
spite the fragmentary condition of the scene portrayed,
one obtains an impression of unity (Plate XLV, Fig. 2).
We can trace this artistic method in detail in a
series of bas-reliefs, likewise on limestone plaques,
portraying Ur-Nina, the king of Lagash (c. 2975 8.0.)
and his family taking part in building the temple E-
ninnu to Ningirsuy in Lagash.'® In the npper portion
Ur-Nind is portrayed with the workman’s basket on his
head. He, as well as all the other personages, is beard-
less and without hair on his head. Naked to the waist,

" Two in the Loavre ( Déconveries, PL 2 bis, fig 1 and 2, and P1,
2 ter, fig. 1) and two in the Museum at Constantinople—one of the

Istier in & very fragmentary condition.
25
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the eustomary flounced skirt falls in three folds cover-
ing the lower part of his body. The dress of all the
other figures is the same, only that in place of the
flounced skirt, all except one are clothed in a simple
form of skirt across which the artist has written the
name of the personage portrayed, Behind the king
stands an attendant priest with libation vase and cup;
in fromt of him five members of his family with names
attached, and it seems quite certain that the first of
these is a woman and the king’s daughter. In the lower
portion the king is seated on the throne, pouring out
a libation after the ceremonial rite of building. Behind
him stands the attendant priest with the jar out of
which a libation has been poured into the cup held by
the king in his right hand, while before the king stand
a priest (7)™ and three other sons of the king. The
pose of all the figures is entirely conventional, the ¢ross.
ing of the arms symbolizing devotion, and the same
convention is observed iu the manner in which the left
arm is portrayed when the right one holds an object.
No attempt is made to give any expression to the faces,
all of which; therefore, look alike, but in keeping with
the symbolism which pervades 'the art, the higher
stature of Ur-Nind is intended to portray the supreme
dignity of his royal office, just as by further eontrast
between the human and divine ruler, the god is repre-
sented in the early art as much larger than the king
(Plate XLVI, Fig. 1).
VIiI

The progress of sculptural art is to be seen in the
direction of an advancing complication in the design so
ag to tell as full and detailed a story as possible, The
best specimen in this respect so far recovered is a large
limestone stele, unfortnnately found in a broken eondi-

1* The nume of this personnge is Dudy, but the title that follows
is not clear. At all events he is not & member of the royal family,
but some official.
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tion, but of which enongh is preserved to make clear the
various episodes in a great struggle which it illustrates.
The remarkable monument found at Telloh dates from
the reign of Eannatum (ec. 2020 8¢.) and portrays his
successful engagement against the people of Umma
with whom the rulers of Lagash had many a passage at
arms?® Bannatum pictures the great god of Lagash,
Ningirsu, as capturing the forces of the enemy in a
large net, This symbolism is offset by a no less re-
markable realism in portraying the course of the battle
and its issue. Omne of the fragments, divided as usual
into two eompartments, shows the troops of Eannatum
actually engaged in the conflict. The king is elad in a
long skirt to which a eloak falling over the left shoulder
is attached. The king’s helmet differs also from the
head gear of the soldiers by the ear-pieces with which it
is provided. In hisright hand he holds a weapon which
has the shape of a boomerang, The march of the troops
over the prostrate bodies of the enemy is portrayed
with remarkable vividness and power. They form a
golid phalanx, with their long lances held in the right
hand, while with the left they protect themselves by
rectangular shields that cover the entire body. To
illustrate the various divisions of the soldiery partici-
pating in the battle, the “‘light’" infantry is shown in
the lower compartment, armed with lances and battle-
axes but without shields. Again the king is portrayed
at the head of his army, but this time riding in a
chariot and brandishing a long lance to suggest another
stage in the engagement, which probably extended over
a considerable period of time. The entire obverse of
the monument appears to have been taken up with the
portrayal of the attack and the various stages in the
engagement, while the reverse illustrated the result of
the battle. Just as the king, to symbolize his preémi-
nent rank, is drawn as of larger stature than his sol-

 Sea phove, p. 128 seq.
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diers, so the god Ningirsu is pictured as huge even in
comparison with the king, The upper part of the head
is wanting, but despite this, one is struck by the great
dignity of the face, which is drawn with evident care.
The eye is majestic, the mouth firm, while the long flow-
ing beard adds to the impressiveness of the figure. In
his right hand Ningirsu holds a powerful mace as his
weapon, while in his left he clasps the heraldic standard
of Lagash, the eagle holding two lions in his talons,
This standard is frequently portrayed on seal eylinders
and other works of art, and well illustrates again the
symholism that finds an expression in such various ways
in the oldest art of the Euphrates Valley. The central
idea of the design is strength—strength in a superlative
degree. Before the god is the huge net with the
prisoners to symholize the capture of the enemy. To
further indicate the impossibility of escape from the
clutches of Eannatum, a prisoner who has thrust his
head out of one of the meshes is being beaten back by
the weapon in the hand of the god. The same combina-
tion of symbolism with extreme realism—so extreme
as to be almost naive—marks two other fragments of
this monument continuing the tale of the victory and
its results. One of these shows several rows of corpses,
naked and with shaven heads, but evidently arranged
in a certain order with great care. The burial of the
soldiers of Eannatum who had fallen in battle is here
depicted, by way of contrast to the scene preserved in
part on the ofher fragment, showing vultures flying
off with human heads, clearly intended to symbolize
the punishment meted out to the slain forces of the
enemy® (Plates XLVIT and XLVIII).

= Beonuso of this fragment the monument is commonly desig-
nated as the **Stdle des Vautours'' (‘' Vulture Stele’’). See for
further details, Henzey et Thurean-Dangin, Restitution matirielle
Stéle des Vautours (Paris, 1911),
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VIIt

It was evidently regarded as the highest aim of the
older art of Babylonia to tell a story, and as the ten-
dency towards elaboration increased, the result was an
endeavor to give a continuous tale by means of sue-
cessive scenes in which some details were symbolieally
indicated and others most realistically get forth. The
lack, however, of a true artistic instinet comes out
y in the manner in which the accompanying
mﬂﬂriphun is allowed to interfere with the effect of the
drawing or design, frequently running across figures,
inserted wherever there was any room without regard
to its effect upon the monument, as in the case of a
sculptured votive offering from the days of Entemena,
the nephew of Eannatum, interesting as furnishing a
detailed drawing of the heraldie device of Lagash( Plate
XLIX, Fig. 1) above referred to. The material is an
artificial composite of elay and bitumen, having the ap-
pearance of black stone. The drawing is again divided
into two compartments with an ornamental seroll-shaped
design below. The eagle hasa human face, an interesting
testimony to the antiquity of the endeavor to reproduee
in art the hybrid ereatures which led in the course of
further development to human headed bulls and lions
in Babylonia and to the winged bulls with human faces
in Assyria as well as to the sphinxes in Hiftite art.*
The combination of the human and animal form rests
ultimately upon two features, the resemblance often
so striking between the features of a child or a man
and some animal, and, secondly, the oceurrence of all
kinds of anomalies in the young of animals and in the
case of infants,** which suggested to the primitive mind
the possibility of the actual production of “‘mixed”
= Ses Plate LIV, Fig. 1 and Meyer, Kultur und Reich der

Chetiter, Fips. 9 and 61,

* Bee the elaboration of this thesis in the author’s Babylonian-
Azsyrign Birlth Omens ond their Cultwral Significance (Giessen,
1914) ; also above, Plate V, Fig. 1; Plate XXXII and Plate LIV,
Fig. 1.
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creatures. . Symbolism seized hold of the belief and
made of the ecombination the union of the powers and
attributes suggested by the animal represented with
human features. The crouching heifer in the second
compartment is probably also to be taken as a symbol
of power, just as on another monument we have the
combination of the same two designs—the human
headed eagle clutching lions and ibexes with erouching
bulls.® In contrast to the eagle which gives a decidedly
ue impression, relieved only by the force with

which he clutches the lions, the natural foree of the
heifer full of life and vigor raises the work to a much
higher degree of artistic exeeution. It is much to bhe
that a stele found at Telloh, illustrating

in detail the course of a conflict with an enemy, shonld
have been discovered in so fragmentary a state. In
its complete form it must have told its story in a
partieularly effective manuer. The two fragments that
have been pieced together show us in the upper row the
combatants marching to the encounter, in the middle
the engagement itself and in a third presumably the
victory, with a procession of captives and, perhaps, an
offering to Ningirsu. It is a hand-to-hand encounter,
The enemy is represented as naked, while the king’s
soldiers have helmets and short skirts. The scene is
£ull of life and dramatic in the different pose given o
each figure so far as preserved (see Plate XLIX, Fig.2).
The highest point in this realistic portrayal of an
actual conflict, which was obviously a favorite subject
fntrusted to the official artists of the rulers, is reached
in a remarkable monument discovered in the ecourse
of the excavations at Susa and which formed part of
the spoil taken from Babylonia by an Elamite con-
queror in the twelfth century. The monument, a lime-
stone slab, shows the king Narim-Sin of Agade (e
9550 B.0.) and his vietorious army fighting in a moun-

 Ses bolow, Plate LXXT, Fig. L
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tainous district. The diffieulties of the region are sym-
bolized by the high steep cone which the king is about
to ascend. The manner in which the soldiers are dis-
tributed is also intended to convey the impression of
an army marching up the side of a mountain. A tree
is added to suggest a thickly wooded district. All this
is, to be sure, crude, but the main effort of the artist is
devoted to the delineation of the king as the central
figure, and in this he has been entirely successful. The
great stature as usual is supposed to accord with the
roval rank. He towers over the enamy as well as over
his own soldiers, His spear has sunk deep into the
neck of the enemy erouching before him, and he holds
a second spear in his hand ready to continue the attack.
The moulding of the right arm showing the strong
museles and reproducing the strong grip of Narim-Sin
on his weapon is admirable. The face is unfortunately
badly preserved, but the shape of the head, the care-
fully arranged beard, the tightly fitting helmet betray a
skill in keeping with the splendid poise of the body and
the well proportioned limbs. The horns attached to
the helmet are the symbol of divinity to whieh Narim-
Kin laid elaim. The numerous figures are so grouped
as to lead up to that of the king as representing the
olimax. It was regarded sufficient to indieate by
the garb and by the pose the broad distinetion between
the soldiers of the king and those of the enemy, but
within these limitations the stele of Narim-Sin shows an
advance in the variations in the pose of individnals, in
contrast to the earlier conventional sameness® This
marked tendency townrd individual treatment is still
further accentuated in another momumnent of the days
of Narim-Sin found near Diarbekr far up in the north-

* The original inscription secompanying the monumeant is almost
entirely missing, but on the cone, represeuting & mountain, Shutruk-
Nakhunte, the king of Elam who carried the monnment to his capital
as a trophy in the twelfth century n.c., has written a reeord of thia
aet,
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ern region of the Tigris, erected there by the triumph-
ant king to commemorate his achicvements in the ex-
treme north.® The material is again a soft stone on
which a large figure of the king has been sculptured in
a most effective manner. This is no longer a conven-
tionalized face but an attempt to give a portrait of the
king. Despite the imperfect preservation of the monu-
ment, the face has an expression which is distinetly
individualistic. If we are justified in associating this
advance in sculpture with the age of Naram-Sin, per-
haps as a result of the intellectual stimulus ineident to
the advance in the Semitic control of the Euphrates
Valley, then we may aseribe to the same period an
exquisite relief on black steatite which for grace and
attention to details belomgs to the best that this high
antiquity has left to us® It represents the goddess
Ninsun seated on a throne. Her expression is singu-
larly attractive. There is a softness and beneficence in
her manner which add an element of great charm. The
dress, gracefully arranged in folds, eovers the entire
body and a necklace adorns her throat The neat
arrangement of the hair is in keeping with the exceed-
ingly fine execution of the whole figure. The eye of
the goddess is correetly shown in profile—another proof
of the advance in art. The same quality of workman-
ship, though not so suecessfully carried out, is to be
geen in a fragmentary bas-relief pieturing the divine
pair, Ningirsu the patron deity of Lagash and his
consort Bau® The latter is seated on the knees of the
god, who turns towards her with a look of extreme
tenderness, The expression on the face of the goddess
is less pronounced owing to defective preservation, but
one can still recognize the endeavor to give to her fea-
fures a softness and femininity which are intended to
present a contrast to those of the male figure.
# 844 ubove, p. 136,

= Plate XLVI, Fig. 2.
3 See illustration above, Plate XLIT, Fig. 3.
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IX

It may be aceidental that in the senlptures in bas-
relief of the later periods we do not encounter the same
degree of perfection. In view of the many and large
gaps in our material for tracing the development of
Babylonian art, it is rather hazardous to draw con-
elusions, but it ought not to oecasion surprise that after
a period of strong art activity a reaction through some
cause or the other should have set in. Comparing the
stele of Narim-Sin with the sculptured design at the
head of the famous Code of Hammurapi * (e. 2123-2081
B.0.), one eannot help being struck by the stiffness and
conventionality of the fizures of both the god and the
king on this diorite bloek, in contrast to the ease and
grace of the earlier period. Hammurapi is standing in
an attitude of adoration before Shamash, the sun-god,
who as the god of justice is symbolized as the ultimate
gource of the laws compiled in the code, There is, to be
sure, an attempt to reproduce the features and the
general expression on the face of the king, as may be
seeén from a comparison with another bas-relief of
Hammurapi which we are fortunate enough to possess.
In so far the art of the second millennium continues the
traditions of the past, and perhaps may even have im-
proved upon them, but the figures are lifeless. The feet
are reproduced in the usual conventional position, We
also have a representation of the seated sun-god, dat-
ing from the middle of the tenth century, and showing
that in the interval of more than a millennium, there
had been no conspicuous ehange or improvement in the
artistic representation of the gods and of the human
figure in general, (See Pl 10,)

_ Turning to sculpture in the round, it is natural in
view of the greater difficulties involved to find the
Sumerians and Babylonians so hampered by conven-

* See illustration sbove, PL 34; and for the other portrait of

Hammurap:, Jastrow, Bidermappe sur Babylonisch-Assyrischen
Religion, No. 5.
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tionalism that there is very little progress to be noted in
a comparison of the oldest with later specimens. One
of the oldest is the statue of a king of Adab, found in
the course of excavations on that site and which is now
preserved in the Ottoman Museum at Constantinople.
The stone is hard marble, and the statue is noticeable
for its weight, which is about two hundred pounds. The
upper part of the figure is naked, and there is a total
absenice of any attempt to show the museles of the body.
The arms are attached to the stone, though less closely
than in some other specimens, The head is clean
shaven, the eye-sockets are hollow, with indications
however that they were once inlaid—probably with
ivory. This in itself shows the limitations of the art
which does not attempt to reproduce the individual
features, but contents itself with general and more or
less conventionalized traits. In comparing this with
another figure which may be somewhat earlier, it will
be noted that in the latter there is no attempt to repro-
duce the dress, that the arms are closely attached to the
body and that the feet are merely indicated and are
united to the pedestal. Tn these three respects, there-
fore, the seulpture in the round passes through a stage
of progressive development, and the statue of the king
of Adab shows us how the artists of Babylonia gradu-
ally overcame some of the difficulties which they en-
eountered(see Plate XXTT, Fig.1; Plate XX1V, Fig.1).

The treatment of thc hair appears to have ocea-
siomed special difficulties in this class of sculptures.
Onrdinarily, the Sumerian artist contented himself in
the case of male fignres with leaving the hair out en-
tirely, which is natural since the Sumerians were heard-
less and may at a certain period have had the custom of
also shaving the hair of the head. Oceasionally, how-
ever, the endeavor is made to show the hair, as in the
case of the statue of the Sumerian official above dis-
enssed, which, thongh eruder than that of the king of
Adab, is redeemed to a certain degree by this feature.
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As a result of the growing prominence of the Semites,
greater attention was paid to both hair and beard, since
the Semites were bearded and wore their hair long.
We have from Bismya, which yielded the statue of
Lungal-daudu, a splendid specimen of the carly portrait-
ure of a Semite. The material is alabaster. While the
strands of the beard are not indicated, nevertheless the
general effect is pleasing and rather graceful. No doubt
this is in part due to the good drawing of the head, the
strong characteristic nose, the forehead and the vigor
of the eye, although the eye-sockets are as usual hollow,
The statue of an early Semitie ruler, Manishtusu,
(e. 2600 p.¢.), found in the course of the excavations at
Susa, shows that the more careful representation of the
beard was within the scope of the older Sumerian or
Babylonian artists.® Omne can see also more of an
attempt to reproduce personal features, such as the
firm mouth and the broad nose. The portrayal of
women, whose headdress at all times formed an im-
portant part of their toilet, acted as a further incentive
to artists to perfect a method of representing the hair
in a natural manner. We find this in the case of two
heads that have come down to us from the earliest
period, showing the hair carefully hanging in tresses
that cover the ears and held back by a fillet. Nothing
could be more charming and more graceful than the
seated figure with her long hair falling in beautiful
strands down her back, and the details of the closely
fitting dress so carefully reproduced. Only in the arms
closely attached to the body do we see the limitations of
this early art. The most remarkable specimens of
sculpture in the round that have come down to us from
ancient Babylonia are the diorite statues from the days
of Gudea. The king set up a large number of such
statues of himself of which some are in sitting and

™ Above, Plate XXIII, Fig. 2; for the head of o Semite (found
at Bismys) Plate XXI1I, Fig 2,




— e —

306 BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

others in standing posture® Considering the hardpess
of the material, which was imported by Gudes from a
great distance, it is surpriging to see how gracefully the
garments fall over the body, and the degree of perfec-
tion reached in representing the museles of the arms
and shunlh;ium; and the lines of the neck and breast. The
clasped no longer elinging to the body, are ad-
mirahly executed. In the case of the feet of the stand-
ing statues, however, the artist betrays his inability
to detach them from the hackground, and which gives
to them n very awkward appearance, On the other

‘hand, in the case of the seated statues the artist has

overcome the difficulty and shows the feet free from
the pedestal and from the background. Ten such
statues were found, all decapitated, but through recent
finds, one statue ean now be completed, and we have in
addition to this head fitting on the statue several other
heads of diorite which enable us to form a very satis-
factory idea of the modelling of the human features
out of this hard stone. As was to be expected the ex-
pression is somewhat blank, The cheek bones and ¢hin
are admirably modelled; the eyes are large and repre-
sented as wide open and with heavy eyebrows. Pre-
sumably, the hard substance prevented the artist from
making the eye-sockets hollow as in the ease of statues
seulptured out of a softer stone, but there is a distinct
artistic gain in thus avoiding the temptation to insert
pupils of ivory or of some other substance. The turban
relieves the artist of the necessity of treating the hair,
but we are fortunate in having a statuette of a woman,
carved out of this hard substanee and belonging to the
period of Gudea, from which we see how the artist over-
came this diffieulty to a certain extent. Here the ar-
rangement of the hair is indicated by the curls held in
place by a fillet, while the hair falls in a thick mass in

* The standing ones measuring 1.10 to 1.58 metres; the sitting
Onés 77 to 03 centimetres. See above, Plate XTIT and Découvertes
en Chaldds, PL 7-20.
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the back. The artist evidently could not go as far as
in the case of the two figures above discussed, but on the
whole the effect is pleasing. We may note in this figure
also the skill of the artist in giving a feminine expres-
sion to the mmusually regular features, and the rather
elaborate dress which is admirably reproduced. The
proportion of the head to the body is also correct, in
contrast to the completed statue of Gudea where the
head is out of proportion to the short and thick-sef
body, which gives the ruler almost the appearance of a
dwarf.
5.¢

Besides human figures, we have specimens of ani-
mals seulptured in the round, as well as some curious
hybrid figures that arve the forerunners of the huge
winged creatures—the human faces with the body of an
animal—which were placed at the entrances to large
halls in Assyrian edifices® An unusually good piece of
work is a crouching dog earved out of steatite. The
body is admirably drawn, the legs are in an easy posi-
tion and true to nature, while the face is so carefully
reproduced as to enable us to specify the breed of mas-
tiff to which it belongs. It bears an inscription on its
gide, indicating that the object was a votive offering
on the part of King Sumulailu, (e, 2211-2176 B.c.), to
the goddess Nin-Isin, *““lady of Isin.”"** Attached to the
back is a cylindrical-shaped vase, but it is more than
likely that this attachment which spoils the effect is of
later date. At Telloh also a large number of heads
of lions have been found serving as mace heads or as
decorations on bowls, or supports for thrones (Plate
LIT). While some show greater perfection than others,
they all testify to the skill displayed in representing the
majesty and fierceness of the animal’s features. Itisonly
when we come to the mane that we encounter the inffu-

7 See Plate V, Fig. 1.
# See above, Plate L, Fiz. 2.
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ence of conventionalism, though considerably less in
some specimens than in others. Inthe combination, how-
ever, of the human with the animal, neither Babylon-
ians nor Assyrians were ever able to overcome the im-
pression of grotesqueness which is the natural result,
We have nothing in Babylonian or Assyrian art that
can be placed by the side of the remarkably harmonions
combination of a human body with an animal head
which we encounter in Egyptian art. In the case of
the erouching bull with the human head, of which the
Louvre has several speeimens, the grotesqueness is
heightened by the lack of proportion between the ani-
mal body and the human body, The head framed in by
amight}-bearﬂsuggeststhatthssymbolimistahe
traced to Semitic influences. The features too are dis-
tinetly Semitic, while the strands of the beard ending
in curls suggest the typical arrangement in the case of
representations of Assyrian monarchs, merely some-
what simpler than the later more elaborate and more
conventionalized style. The head, however, looks as
though it had been stuck on the body as an after
thought (see Plate LIII).

Omne of the two specimens of this hybrid figure is an
interesting illustration of inlay work, of which the
Babylonian artists were exceedingly fond, The inlay-
g was done with yellow shells inserted into the black
steatite 8o as to give the effect of a streaked bull. The
resulf is again a grotesqueness which reflects on the
good taste of the artist. Because of the subject and
manner of execution, mention may here be made of a
steatite vase with strange mythical monsters, the effect
of which is heightened by the incrusted little shalla_tﬂ
represent the scaled backs of the winged serpents with
scorpions’ tails and talons resembling those of eagles.
Like the human-headed bull, there is a latent symbol-
ism, thongh perhaps of a different order. The serpent
is no doubt to be regarded as the emblem of the god
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Ningishzida to whom, as the accompanying inseription
ghows, the vase is dedicated by Gudea, the famous ruler
of Lagash. The repetition of the symbol is for the
sake of symmetry. Each of the serpents holds a hilted
weapon, also encountered on other monuments, The
other two serpents, more true to nature, entwined
around a pole appear to serve merely decorative pur-
poses, the mouths of the two serpents meeting at the
edge of the vase, which evidently was a eult objeet, used
in pouring out libations to the god to whom the vase is
dedicated. The bodies of these serpents are likewise
inerustated, and in contrast to the very grotesque
mythieal beings, the two entwined serpents are remark-
ably realistic. The whole object, unique in its design
and original in its execution, ranks among the best
specimens of Babylonian seulpture, and illustrates the
wide range of that art. (See PL 71, Fig. 2.)

It may of course be an aceident that we have not
found nearly so many specimens of sculpture in the
round as of bas-reliefs, but it is perhaps not unrea-
sonable to conjecture that the difficulties involved may
account for the fact. Custom, too, which is go large a
factor in the development of art, may have led to the
stele with a sculptured design as the type of the monu-
ment of an individual, having the advantage of more
space for the accompanying inseriptions which was a
chief motive with those who set up such monuments of
themselves, or who had votive offerings prepared for
themselves,

XI

Tt is time now to turn to Assyrian seulpture, which,
while showing its dependence upon that of Babylonia,
nevertheless strikes out in new directions and shows
traits of a decidedly original character. In the choice
of subjects Assyrian art reflects the ambitions of the
rulers and the martial spirit of the people. Our ma-
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terial is not sufficient to enable us to follow the develop-
ment of Assyrian sculpture through its various phases.
We ecannot carry it further back at present thau the
twelfth century, and the specimens up to the middle of
the ninth century are so few that we must for the
present begin the survey from the comparatively late
period when Assyria was already appreaching the
genith of her power. It seems, however, safe to assert
that the general traits of Assyrian sculpture are already
fixed several centuries before Ashurnasirpal ITI. (883-
859 B..). The dependency upon Babylonian proto-
types is seen in the portrayal of the human figure,
kehich remains throughout the entire period stiff, life-
less and extremely conventionalized. On the other
hand, there is considerable advance in showing soldiers
and huntsmen in action, though here too conventional-
ism lays shackles on the freer development of the art,
but the most striking contrast to the bas-relief sculp-
tures of Babylonia is the breaking away from sym-
bolism in the case of Assyrian art to become purely
and completely realistic. The result is a decided ad-
vanee in the direction of giving more life to the scenes
depicted; they come closer to reality. The marching
soldiers, being no longer chosen to symbolize the kind
+hat marched to an attack, move with greater ease. The
attack is effectively pictured in a continuous series of
designs, each representing some striking moment in the
battle, whether real or due to the fancy of the artist is
of little moment. Even if the scene is based on a real
ocenrrence, the execution is fanciful—a circumstance
which affords a larger and freer scope to the artist’s
imagination, so essential to the development of a true
art.

The palace walls of Ashurnasirpal were covered
with bas-reliefs illustrative of incidents in the ecam-
paigns of the king, and picturing his activity in the
chage, which was the favorite sport of the rulers. A
fow specimens of each will suffice to show the remark-
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able vigor displayed in portraying armies in action, as,
for example, in attacking a city by means of a battering
ram, reinforced by archers, who come into a hand-to-
hand encounter with the enemy. The attention to de-
tails is also noticeable in the trappings of the horses and
in the military equipment of rulers, of the high officers
and of the common soldiers. The grouping of the
figures is also earried out with taste and skill, though
oceasionally the scenes are too crowded, and the im-
pression is blurred through the endeavor of the artist to
show too much. A defect of the art at this period which
is partieularly noticeable in the hunting scenes is the
stiffness and awkwardness in the drawing of the ani-
mals, so much inferior in this respect to the representa-
tion of the human figure, While the charioteer who
sdrives the horses with the king at his side, discharg-
ing the arrows at the approaching lion, admirably dis-
plays the strain on the musecles of the arm and the
tension in the face as he tries to control the dashing
steeds, the horses themselves seem to be suspended in
the air. The artist fails to convey the impression that
the horses are speeding along, despite the posture of
the forelegs, evidently intended fo suggest a rapid dash.
There is, indeed, a certain degree of foree in the faces of
the horses, but a comparison between a number of the
bas-reliefs reveals that this expression is stereotyped
and falls therefore under the ban of conventionalism,
The limitations of the art are even more apparent when
ii. comes to the portrayal of the lions in pursuit, or
wounded by the arrows shot at them. The artist sue-
ceeds in his attempt to convey the impression of the
pain and terror endured by the hunted animal, but the
convulsions of the body are drawn in so awkward a
manner as to border on the grotesque. We shall note
as we proceed to later generations the progress made in
this respect until at the highest point of its develop-
ment, the Assyrian art is remarkably suecessful also in
the naturalness and variety of the poses given to lions,
2
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wild horses and other animals when pursued or wounded
by the royal sportsmen (see Plate VIII).

The best specimens of the art in the early period
are those in which the king is portrayed surrounded
by his attendants or officers. These are marked by the
most serupulous attention to details, as, for example,
in the scene where the king is portrayed with the bow
in one hand and a bowl in the other containing a liba-
fion to be offered to the deity after the chase. The
embroidery, borders and tassels of the royal garment
are executed with the greatest possible care. Not a
detail is overlooked, down to the embroidery on the
edge of the short sleeves. Necklace, bracelets and ear-
rings as well as sandals are similarly worked out in
detail, while both in the case of the king and of the
eunuch with the fly-flap standing before him, almost
every strand of the abundant hair can be distinguished.
The endeavor is also made to indieate the strong mus-
¢les of the arm, though owing to the substance—a rather
hard Hmestone—this feature can hardly be termed an
artistic success. The pose of the figures is sasy and
dignified, that of the king effectively conveying the
impression also of royal majesty (see Plate LV),

The palace at Khorsabad ** of Sargon, who ruled
from 721-T06 p.c., and the founder of the dynasty which
gave to Assyria its most famous rulers, has yielded a
large number of specimens of sculptured bas-reliefs
which enable us to trace the beginnings of the art which
manifests itself chiefly in the growing complexity of
the designs. The artists of each succeeding age evi-
dently vied with their predecessors in the endeavor to
vary the monotony of the two main subjects chosen for
illustration—war and sport—by the greatest possible
diversity in the details, To accomplish this, the scale
of representation was magnified, and each episode of

= See above Plate IV and V, and for further illustrations Botta
¢t Flandin, Monument de¢ Ninive, (Paris. 1849),
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the campaign or the chase selected correspondingly
amplified by introducing as many figures as possible,
and all in action.

There is, however, the same stiff conventionalism
in the beardless figures carrying portions of the royal
throne, Not only are the faces devoid of expression,
but there is a total lack of any indieation of musecular
action. In contrast to these defects, great eare is be-
stowed on the dress and on such details as the trappings
of the horses and the earving of the ornaments of the
throne (see Plate LVI, Fig. 1),

An attempt at introducing variety into what might
otherwise be monotonous representations is to be seen
in the portrayal of Assyrian workmen, transporting
wood across a stream. The large variety of marine life
is portrayed in a most vivid manner, and likewise the
action of the sailors rowing the ships or loading or un-
loading large bars of wood which, it will be observed
in some cases, are placed on a deck above the heads of
the rowers, and in others are attached to the stern of
the boat (see Plate LVI, Fig, 2).

The limits put upon the art through the extreme
conventionalism is shown in the representation of
attacks upon forts, such as the one here given, which
despite its mutilated character is sufficiently well pre-
served to give the characteristies of the art of the period.
Note the similarity of posture in the case of those ap-
pearing at the openings of the various parts of the fort,
and the stiff and naive method of representing the vari-
our stories of the fort and the lack of perspective (Plate
LIV, Fig. 2). Even more characteristic is the large
figure of the Babylonian hero Gilgamesh represented in
the aet of strangling a lion, which evidently formed one
of the achievements of the hero, The beard is drawn in
the usual conventionalized style, but there is an ex-
pression of great power in the face, due, to be sure, more
to the exaggeration of the features than to artistic
delicacy. The expression on the lion’s face is lndierous,
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and the unequal proportion between the gigantie hero,
and the diminutive lion is an indieation also of the lack
of humor on the part of the Assyrian artist, who did not
recognize that it would have been more to the credit
of the hero to strangle a really large lion than a little
baby whelp (see Plate LVIT).

XIT

Of the same general character are the wall sculp-
tures from the palace of Sennacherib, unearthed at
Kouyunjik by Layard® The later Assyrian artists
were guided entirely by earlier models both in the
selection of their subjects and in the execution. As we
pass, however, from one reign to another we ¢an note
a certain advanes in artistie exeeution and more par-
ticularly in the grouping of the figures. A good illus-
tration of this advance is to be seen in the series of
alabaster bas-reliefs, showing King Sennacherib sitting
on his throne outside the city of Lachish in Palestine,
and receiving the prisoners of war and tribute from the
captive cities of the surrounding states. The wooded
surroundings are indieated by trees which, although
conventionalized in form, are executed with consider-
able attention to details. What one notices particularly
is the manner in which the high officials of the eaptured
towns, with a royal personage at the head, are repre-
sented, followed by common prisoners in various atti-
tudes. Behind the prisoners are groups of captured
women and children, some of them in wagons drawn by
oxen, while interspersed throughout the long proces-
gions are the soldiers carrying the spoils of war. One
receives the impression of a long triumphant procession
passing by the royal throne, but without the usnal ex-
aggeration to which Assyrian artists were given and
which spoils the effect in the case of many sculptures

% See above, p. 19, and for further illustrations Patérson, As-
syrian Seulptures, The Palace of Sinacherib (The Hague, 1912).
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overerowding. Here everything is drawn on a
;ymper seale, 'I%m-e are just enough details to enable
us to interpret the scene correctly, which thus answers
the conditions suitable for the genuine illustration of an
historical text. Less satisfactory is the endeavor to
portray the actual attack on the city of Lachish, which
evidently stood on an eminence. This portrayal in-
volved problems of perspective which were beyond the
range of the Assyrian artist, but despite this defeet
the grouping of the figures is again skilfully carried
out. We receive the impression of a very large and
suecessful army in the aim of the arrows of the sol-
diers, as well as in the damage done by the machines of
war, hurling heavy catapults against the walls of the
besieged town (see Plate LVIIT).

Very effective, again, are a series of designs show-
ing the loading and the transporting of one of the huge
eolossal human-headed bulls intended for the palace
of the king. The mechanical devices for moving this
heavy object are shown in so clear a manner as to make
any further commentary useless, The bull is placed
on & huge sled supported by rollers, which are moved
as required so as to reduece the power necessary to pull
the sled. The men carrying the extra poles and the
extra ropes are shown, as well as the officers standing
on the eolossal figure and giving the necessary diree-
tions, Of particular interest is the representation of
the manner in which the lever at one end is pulled down
through the united strength of a large number of men,
who attach themselves by means of ropes to the enor-
mous erowbar (see Plate LIX).

Through these illustrations one also obtains an idea
of the large number of workmen at the disposal of the
rulers for the purpose of erecting their great buildings
and for their building operations. Human life appears
to have been an exceedingly cheap commodity in Assy-
rian days. There was never any lack of men to equip
the enormous armies and, similarly, the king was never
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in lack of the many thousands required for the eonstant
task of building temples and palaces and other huge

By far the most elaborate and on the whole the
most artistie senlptural decorations of the royal palaces
of Assyrin date from the days of the grand monarque,
Ashurbanapal (668-626 1.c.), in whose reign the artis-
tic development of Assyria as well as her military glory
reached its height. It is necessary to see for one’s self
at the British Museum, or in the series of photographs
made from the originals, the extended group of the
seenes of warfare and of the hnnt sculptured on bas-
reliefs that lined the walls of the large rooms of the
palace of the king at Nineveh, in order to realize the
general plan followed by the artists in thus illustrating
the campaigns of the king and their royal master’s sport
(Plate LX). Such is the attention given to details
that by means of these bas-reliefs we ecan follow, even
without the accompanying deseriptive texts and the
elaborate annals that we possess of the king’s reign,
the course of his mad chase for power and glory, The
eritieism to be passed on many of the limestone or ala-
baster slabs is that the artist attempts, particularly in
the battle scenes, to put too much in a limited space.
The scenes are frequently too crowded for artistie effect.
The horses in these scenes are particularly well executed ;
they dash along with flery spirit and add to the im-
pression of the fierceness of the fight (see Plate LXTI).

The scenes here chosen are taken from the series
illustrative of the campaign of Ashurbanapal against
Teumman, King of Susa, Assyria’s most powerful
rival. We see the Assyrian monarch in his c¢hariot in
the midst of the fray, lotly intent upon eapturing
Teumman himself, who in one of the scenes is depicted
as defended by his son. 'We see as the climax of the
struggle the Elamite king decapitated, a part of the
Susian army thrown into the river and the rest taken
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spike. While the shape of the head betrays a certain
crudeness, and the body is somewhat foreshortened, yet
there is much life in the effect as a whole, due to the
admirable manner in which the legs are portrayed,
conveying the impression of an animal about to leap at
some prey. Passing by some representations of ani-
mals moulded out of copper but so eovered with oxidiza-
tion as to be not clearly distinguishable, a fair idea of
the traits of this arf may be obtained from a series of
votive statuettes, showing male and female figures
carrying baskets on their heads, kneeling gods, female
figures and animals in various poses. The basket
bearers are of two types, one in whieh only the upper
part of the body is shown, while the other portion, sug-
gesting a skirt reaching to the feet, is taken up with a
dedicatory inscription, the other in which the whole
body is shown, the upper part and the legs being nude,
while a short skirt hangs down from the waist, afford-
ing space for the inscription of the ruler who offers the
statuette as a votive gift. The most striking feature of
these figures is the graceful attitude of the hands in
balancing the basket on the head; the least satisfactory
is the blank expression on the face, and this despite the
fact that the simple features are drawn in good propor-
tion. In contrast to the awkward position of the feet
on the sculptures in soft or hard stone, the pose is per-
fectly natural here. The figure stands firm and yet
eagy. There is also well expressed in the dignified atti-
tude of the statues as a whole the devotion to a deity,
symbolized, as in the case of the Ur-Nind plaques* by
the workman’s basket indicative of a direct participa-
tion in the erection of a sacred edifice. Belonging to a
period not far removed from that of Gudea we have
several specimens of votive objects, consisting of a cone
to be fastened to some part of a temple or sanctuary and
to which the figure of a kneeling god is attached—rather

22 Above, Plate XLV, Fig. L
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awkwardly to be sure. The figures themselves, how-
ever, are exceedingly well executed. The body is well
moulded, the features are clean eut, there is a vigorous
expression in the eye, the nose is powerful and the
mouth firm. The head is slightly out of proportion to
the body, though not to such a degree as in the ease of
the statne of Gudea, We thus get the impression of
a somewhat thick-set figure, which, however, is partly
due to the fact that the Sumerians were a people of
ghort build; they, therefore, pietured their gods in the
same general style, though this did not hinder them
from representing them as much taller than themselves,
just as the kings were drawn as larger than the common
folk (see Plate LXTIT).

Much ernder are a series of votive statnettes, serv-
ing as amulets and stuck apparently into the walls as a
protection against the encroachment of evil demons.
They all have heads of females, but only the upper part
of the body is clearly indicated. The clasped hands are
poorly executed, the faces somewhat more carefully
modelled, while the hair hanging about the neck has the
appearance of a wig (Plate LXIV, Fig. 1). The gro-
tesqueness is accentuated in some of the statuettes which
are provided with a large flat ring shaped like a bird’s
tail, into which they were slipped to aid in bearing the
burden of a tablet of stone attached to the heads (Plate
LXIV, Fig. 2), and bearing a dedicatory inscription.
In some cases, however, these tablets were bored with
holes into which the heads of the statuettes were in-
serted. Such statuettes were found in groups, buried in
hollows and walled in with bricks and bitumen. Per-
haps the fact that they were to be kept out of view ac-
counts for the little care bestowed on their execution.
Rising again to a high degree of workmanship are heads
and bodies of animals belonging likewise to a very early
period. A erouching bull on the top of a nail provided
with a point to be stuck into a wall is an admirable piece
of work, the head being well modelled, the body in pro-
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portion and the pose natural (Plate LXTIT). Equally
good is a bronze bull standing on a flat support, though
the artistic effect is spoiled somewhat by the hits of
silver inlaid across the body to represent the variegated
coloring of the skin. The head with the gracefully
shaped horns is particularly well done. Still finer are
two animal heads hollowed out of copper, one a bull’s
head found at Telloh, the other that of 2 Markhur goat
with elaborately erumpled horns, The eyes in the one
head are inlaid with mother of pearl, while the pupils
are of lapis lazuli; in the other case, the eyes are made of
shell, the pupils being colored dark brown( Plate LXV),

The extensive use to which copper was put in Baby-
lonia is shown by the very large number and variety of
art objects and utensils found in the excavations at
various sites. Most of these utensils being made for
purely practical purposes, such as daggers, hatchets,
knives, fish hooks, spear-heads, and vases and dishes of
various kinds, have no artistic value, while others that
may have had were found in such a bad state of preser-
vation as to render them unecertain witnesses, Moulds
of clay for metal easting appear to revert to a very early
age, and most of the smaller copper objects found were
prepared in this way, Earrings and jewelry of various
kinds were also made in the same way, as well as bronze
objeets, which belong to a later period after the dis-
covery of making bronze by adding an alloy of tin had
been made, The use of bronze becomes more common
as we pass down the ages until in the best Assyrian
period it gradually supplants copper.

Belonging probably to the later Babylonian period,
is a remarkable bronze plaque, detailing a ceremony
of exorcism of a demon of disease. The interesting
feature of this plaque from the artistic point of view
is the grouping of the fignres in the second and third
rows. In the upper row we have a series of nine sym-
bols of the chief gods of the pantheon, the crescent
standing for Sin, the moon god, the eight-rayed star
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for the goddess Ishtar, the stvlus to the left of the star
for Nabu, the god of writing and wisdom, the adjoining
spear for Marduk, the head of the pantheon, and so om
through the list. In the second row is a group of seven
demons, frequently referred to in the inecantation
formulas against the demons of disease, and who are
regarded as responsible for the bodily ills to which
human flesh is heir. The third row pictures the cere-
monies for driving the demons of disease out of the
vietim who lies on a couch with uplifted hands, At
either end of the couch sfands an exoreising priest,
dressed in a fish skin to symbolize that he is acting for
Ea, the god of waters, and of whom the fish would be a
natural symbol. The two deities chiefly invoked in
incantation rituals* are Ea as the god of the watery
element, and Nusku (or an equivalent) as the god of
fire, water and fire being looked upon as the two chief
purifying elements to purge the sufferer from disease
which was conceived as a kind of impurity. These
exorcising priests are performing some ceremony to
symbolize the cleansing of the victim, At the left end is
an altar with food which typifies the sacrifice offered
by the sufferer as part of the ceremony. To the right
of one of the priests the demons are pietured as being
driven off. In the lowest compartment, the eentral
figure is a representation of the demon Labartu, hold-
ing a serpent in each hand, and with pigs sucking at her
breasts. She kneels on an ass, and is apparently being
driven off in a boat by the demon to her left, who
brandishes a weapon or whip in his uplifted hand, The
varions speeimens of food to the right of Labartu may
again represent offerings made to the demons to induce
them fo release their hold, or to the gods appealed to
for their aid. The water below Labartu is represented
by swimming fishes and the shore by two trees at the
right end. The plaque thus tells the whole story of

= Above p. 246 seq,
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the ceremony in a most realistic manner. The sym-
bolism, it will be noted, dominates the scenes portrayed
to such an extent that, if it were intelligible to us in all
its minutest details, we would have a complete picture
of the incantation rites and of the ideas underlying
each ineident in these rites (Plate LXVI).

The use of copper in Babylonia either pure or with
an alloy which converted it into bronze was very exten-
sive, indeed, as is shown by the large variety of objects,
mirrors, daggers, spear heads, dishes, cauldrons,
weights, ete,, found in the mounds. Of the bronze ob-
jeets found in Babylonia a bell, now in the Berlin Mu-
seum, merits to be singled out because of the unusually
delicate design running around the cup, and which
again represents demons portrayed as wild animals of
hybrid eharacter, in an upright posture and in a
threatening attitude. Five of them have the heads of
hyenas, but have human hands and apparently also
human bodies; they are clothed in short skirts, and the
grotesqueness is increased by the tails and clawed feet;
the sixth has a human shape, while in the midst of these
demons is again the exorcist, clothed in fish scales to
symbolize him as the priest of the water god Ea with
whose aid the demons are being driven away. The
symbolism is extended to the handles of the bell which
are in the form of serpents, and te the furtles and to
another design the exact nature of which escapes us.
Presumably these designs are emblems of the gods like
those on the boundary stones* added as further pro-
tection against the mischievous workings of the evil
demons (Plate LXVII).

X1V

In Assyria we find bronze gradually supplanting
the use of copper, though copper also continued in use
to the Iatest period. Among the large variety of bronze

™ See below p. 416 seq.
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objects discovered in Assyrian mounds a series of
bronze weights in the shape of animals arrest our atten-
tion by the admirable drawing of the body and head
of the lions*® It is clear, of course, that such objects
were cast by means of moulds, and presumably in the
case of large and heavy objects, the moulds were of
stone or of bronze, while for smaller objects clay
moulds probably served as a more convenient and also
a simpler method. A high degree of art is reached in
repoussé work and engraving on bronze. Of the
former art we fortunately have some remarkable speci-
mens in strips of bronze discovered at Balawat—the
site of an Assyrian town, Imgur-Bel—some fifteen
miles southeast of Nineveh and which were originally
attached to large wooden gates belonging probably to
the palace erected by Shalmaneser 111, (858-824 n.0.),
at that place.”” The doors themselves were over twenty
feet high, six feet wide and three inches thick, The
scenes represented on the bronze strips were intended
to illustrate the campaigns of the king. The method
followed was to beat out the designs on the reverse, and
then to finish it off with a graver on the right side.
There are indications of the hands of several artists in
the work, for some of the strips are superior in work-
manship to those on others, The chief defect is in the
lack of perspective, which makes itself felt when large
numbers of personages are represented together and
who thus appear to be closely crowded; but consider-
ing the difficulties involved in the indication of details,
it is remarkable with what skill the camp life of the
Assyrian army and the same army in action is brought
before us, and this despite the fact that the animals,

4 See e.g., Mansell, British Museum FPhotographs No. 585 and
Layard, Monuments of Nineveh, 1st Series, PL 96.

* Birch & Pinches, The Bronze Ornaments of the Palace Gales
of Balawat (London, 1880); and Billerbeck and Delitesch, Die
FPalasitore Salmanassars 11 von Balawat (Beitriige zur Assyriologie,
vi, pp. 1-155 and 4 plates), See Plate LXVIII snd LXIX,
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more particularly the horses, are depicted in a very
conventional fashion. On the other hand the groups
of marching men—soldiers and prisoners—are fre-
quently full of life and vigor, as are the scenes depict-
ing the attacks upon the walled eities of the enemy and
the camp scenes which are valuable also as illustrations
of details in the life of an Assyrian army. The finest
specimens, however, of the work of the engraver on
metal are a number of remarkable bronze howls found at
Nimrud, The designs repeated like a pattern are series
of animals, gazelles, bulls, lions, ibexes, depicted with re-
markable vividness, or griffins standing before a saered
pole, the execution of which is particularly delicate
(Plate LXX). An interesting feature of these bowls
is the indication of foreign influence which raises
indeed the question whether they are native Assyrian
work. The griffing with the double erown of Upper
and Lower Egypt on their heads are distinctly Egvp-
tian, but on the other hand the forms of the poles agree
with designs found in Babylonian-Assyrian seal cylin-
ders. Some of the platters also contain inseriptions
in Phamician characters, a circumstance that may be
due to the spread of Aramaic in Babylonia and Assyria
during the eighth and seventh centuries for which there
is other evidence.** The animals above referred to are
precisely the ones which we find on older Babylonian
works of art, and when, in addition, we encounter so
genuinely Babylonian a design as the conflict between
bulls and lions on the bronze bowls, there can searcely be
any doubt that we are in the presence of native work,
which in the later centuries of Babylonian-Assyrian
history was particularly subject to foreign influences,

The wide use of bronze for the manufacture of

4 We find on business doewments of Assyria and Babylonia from
the eighth to the fourth century endorsements in Aramaie Sea
Clay, Some Aramaie Endorsements on Documents of Murashu Song
in Harper Memorial Studies, vol, i, pp, 2835-322.
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ornaments such as rings, bracelets, trinkets and amulets
or talismans is illustrated by many specimens, though
it cannot be said on the basis of what has been found
that a high degree of artistic perfection was reached
until we come to the Persian period when new influences
found their way into Mesopotamia,

Gold and silver were also largely used for ear-rings,
necklaces** for inlaid work and as coverings for eeil-
ings and walls in part or for royal thrones, while it did
not appear to be even unusual for statues of gods to be
made entirely of gold. A Babylonian ruler of the
middle of the ninth century, Nabupaliddin, fells us that
he prepared a statue of Shamash, the sun-god, made of
gold and lapis lazuli, and there are good reasons for
believing that the image of the chief god Marduk which
stood in his temple at Babylon was entively of gold. At
Ashur the explorers found the remains of a gold light-
ning fork which had been placed in the hands of the
life-size statue of the storm god Adad.

We are fortunate in possessing a specimen of the
gilversmith’s art, all the more remarkable beeause of its
antiquity (Plate LXXT). It was found at Lagash and
was a dedicatory offering of Entemena (e, 2850 8.0.).
Resting on a copper base, supported by four lions’ feet,
the vase stands 28 inches above the base. The shape is
most graceful, but what adds to its artistic merit is the
delieate engraving running around the centre of cronch-
ing heifers and of four fantastic eagles with human
heads, clutching lions and ibexes alternately. The
upper row of seven heifers is particularly well executed,
in eontrast to the grotesqueness of the lions and to the
stiff conventionalism of the ibexes. On the other hand,

“ A particularly fine specimen of an early Babylonian gold neck-
lace in private possession ia pictured in Meissner, Grundsuoge der
oltbabylonischen Plastik, p. 64 (Alte Orient, xv, Heft 1 and 2).
Sew nlso Botta ot Flandin, Monument de Ninive, Vol. 11, PL 161 and
Handeock, Mesopolamian Archaology, p. 345,
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there is & eertain dignity in the eagle with the human
face, the symbolism of which is of the same general
character as in the case of the winged creatures stand-
ing before the sacred tree. Signifieant, however, in the
case of all the figures on the silver vase is the delicacy
of the work, in which respect it has rarely been excelled
in works of art coming down to us from antiquity.

XV

A special elass of Babvlonian monuments which
enter into the subject of the art becanse of the symboli-
cal designs engraved on them are the so-ealled ““boun-
dary stones’ which, recording either certain land privi-
leges granted to individuals by royal deeree or the trans.
fer of property made by a legal procedure, were set up
at the boundary of the property in question as memo-
rials of the gift or transfer. A large number of such
boundary stones have been found in the course of
excavations'* dating from the fourteenth to the twelfth
centuries—coinecident with the period of the Cassite con-
trol of Babylonia,

At the close of the inscription on the monument
deseribing the property in detail and the terms of gift
or transfer, there were added long series of curses,
in the names of the various gods, hurled against those
whao interfered with the rights recorded or who injured
in any way the monument itself. Asa further warni
against transgressors the symbols of the gods were
engraved on these monuments, and it is from this point
of view that they are of interest to the student of Baby-
lonian art. The symbols themselves iare very numerous,
congisting of symbols of the heavens, thrones, and ani-
mals of various kinds. Three symbols which are never
missing are the moon’s erescent, the symbol of the

“Ses L. W. King'’s Introduction to Memorials and Boundary
Stones in the British Museum (London, 1912), and Morgan and
Scheil, Déligation en Perss, Mémoires 1, pp, 165-182,
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moon-god Sin; the solar dise and the rays of light,
symbolizing Shamash the sun-god; and the sixteen-
rayed star, symbolizing the goddess Ishtar, who was
identified in the astrological system with the planet
Venus. The three thrones, often surmounted by royal
caps, are the symbols of the great triad, Anu, Enlil and
Ea, while among the animals portrayed on these monu-
ments we encounter the scorpion, the symbol of the
goddess Ishkhara, the tortoise, the erouching lion, the
symbol of Nergal, and the lion-lieaded mace, the symbol
of Ninib (see Plates LXXIT and LXXIII).

These and other animals are frequently drawn with
great skill confirming the characteristies of Babylonian
art in the portrayal of animals as we have had oceasion
to set them forth. The same applies to a remarkable
drawing of a wolf on one of these monuments* and
even the fantastic figures on these monuments such as
winged lions, bulls and sphinxes, show remarkable
vigor as well as considerable skill. Oeceasionally the
portrait of a king is added. A particularly good speei-
men showing a remarkable attention to minute details
is to be found in the ease of a boundary stone of the
time of Marduk-nadin-akhe in which the royal chief
of the country is thus portrayed*® There is, to be sure,
a conventional stiffness about the face which applies
also to the picture of the goddess Gula, who is not in-
frequently represented by the image of herself on the
boundary stone, accompanied by a dog (Plate LXXII,
Fig. 2). The combination of these symbols, which are
arranged in rows or in cireles, gives a weird yet at the
same time impressive appearance to the monument. The
order in which the symbols are arranged varies some-
what. The moon, the eight- or sixteen-rayed star and
the sun-disc are invariably found at the head of the
monument, followed usually by the thrones representing

“ King, Plate 91.

“ Ses above, Plate XXIV, Fig. 2.

2
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Anu, Enlil and Ea, thongh at times the latter god is re-
placed by his more specific symbol, a combination of goat
and fish, holding on his back a throne with a ram’s head,
Among the animals, attention might also be directed to
the dog of the goddess Gula which is generally exceed-
ingly well drawn. Among smaller animals there is the
falcon on a pole, the symbol of the goddess Bau, and
another bird generally represented as marching, and
which may be an eagle. The lamp (Plate LXXIII,
Fig. 2) is the symbol of the fire-god Nusku.

XVI1

We have still to consider a phase of the éngraver’s
art represented by the thousands of so-called seal ¢ylin-
ders, ranging from the earliest to the latest period of
Babylonian-Asyrian history. These seals, serving as
seals still do in the modern Orient as a means of identi-
fying property or as an attest to a legal document, vary
in shape and size from that of a large, thick, and elumsy
spool to a graceful and elongated cylinder, with the
tendency to become smaller as we pass down the ages
until in the Persian period they become cone shaped.
The feature common to the Babylonian-Assyrian seals
of all ages is the perforation through which a thread
or wire was passed, so that the seal might be worn
around the neck or carried on the wrist. Herodotus is
our witness** that in his days a seal and a walking
stick still formed part of the outfit of a Babylonian man
of affairs. The materials of which the seals were made
cover likewise a large variety of materials, shell being
the earliest knmown material, and hematite the most
common, but chaleedony, obsidian, agate, jasper, lapis
laznli, marble, serpentine, quartz, carnelian, erystal and
other mineral substances were also largely used. In the
ease of soft stones, the engraver’s tool was probably
made of flint, for the harder ones probably of corundum.

#= Book 1, § 195.
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Dr. Ward ** has shown that in the earlier periods the
seals were entirely made by hand, and that drilling was
not introduced till the later periods, though exactly
when it is impossible to say.

In addition to mythological designs, the seal cylin-
ders frequently eontain the name of the owner or a
dedieatory inseription to some deity. Through the
character of the writing, and in the case of royal seals
or those of high officials through the names a means can
be found of dating some of the seals, while through the
oceurrence of certain designs impressed on clay tablets
bearing a date, a further control is secured for the age
of these designs. The art in the earliest seals is exceed-
ingly crude, so crude as frequently to border on gro-
tesqueness, but in the course of centuries the progress
made was considerable until we reach a time when the
delieacy of the execution reaches a truly remarkable
degree of perfection. By way of illustration we may
choose the representation of two deities facing one
another, each reaching out a hand to grasp a tube
through which to drink a liquid placed in a bow] stand-
ing on a high table. The scene is presumably a sacrifi-
cial one, though it may also represent an episode in
some myth, The faces are indicated in bare outline.
The drawing throughout is rough and irregular, and
the artist found difficulty even in representing the two
figures as actually seated on the stools beneath them.
The crescent as a symbol of the moon suggests that
the two deities are Sin and his consort Ningal. Con-
trast with this the design on a cylinder also belonging
to an early period,'® representing a mythical figure,
Enkidu, fighting with a lion. The design is repeated,

** Seal Cylinders of Western Asia, p. 9. This is the most com-
prehensive investigation of the subject, and one that will for many
years retain its place as the authoritative work.

“ Ward, Cylinders and Other Ancient Oriental Seals in the
librury of J. Pierpont Morgan (N, Y., 1809}, No, 60.
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‘as is frequently the case on eylinders, While the atti-
tude of both man and lion leaves much to be desired,
the drawing of both figures is remarkably good. Note
particularly the shaggy mane of the lion and the care-
fully drawn strands of Enkidu's beard. The roar of
the lion as Enkidu plunges the weapon into the lion’s
breast is admirably suggested by the open mouth. In
the case of both man and animal the attempt at least
iz made to indicate the museles of the body. Even finer
in execution is the representation of the sun-god
Shamash with streams of water issuing from his
ghoulders, into whose presence a two-headed figure is
introducing two others, the one earrying a bunch of
dates on a staff slung over his shoulder, the other carry-
ing a bound man strung up by the heel on the club, like-
wise slung over his shoulder. The three figures move
towards the god in a most graceful fashion, the position
is easy, the garments fit admirably to the bodies, while
in the case of Shamash, there is, despite the conven-
tionality in the drawing of the flounced skirt and upper
garment, a certain dignity about the figure as a whole
which suggests a superior being (Plate LXXV, Fig. 3).

The most striking feature of these seal eylinders
is the variety of the designs. Through them we obtain
an insight into the manner in which Babylonians and
Assyrians represented their gods and goddesses. The
rich symbolism of the cult also finds an illustration in
the various designs, and lastly the current myths and
popular tales ave révealed to us in a most graphic man-
ner through the engravings on the seal eylinders. Epi-
sodes in popular tales formed a favorite subject for the
artists who, while bound to certain conventionalism,
yet astonish us by the variations which they introduce
in the portrayal of one and the same subject. A large
number of seal eylinders of the earliest periods show a
contest among wild beasts—lions, ibexes, bulls, ante-
lopes. No two are exactly alike, and it is interesting to
note even in this early age the endeavor to reproduce
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a continuous story by a division into registers** as in
the case of sculptured plaques, though at times the two
divisions are nof even separated by a dividing line. An
example which illustrates the thoroughly archaie char-
acter of the art shows in the upper portion an eagle,
the heraldie standard of the city of Lagash® clutehing
with one of his claws a bull lying prostrate. The bull has
evidently heen killed and a vulture is seen feeding on his
body. In the lower section a hunter appears in the
midst of lions and ibexes fighting with one another.
The star and the scorpion to one side are symbols of
gods.

Closely allied with these episodes in some popular
tale are the numerous variations on seal eylinders of
the episode in the adventures of the great hero Gil-
gamesh who with his companion Enkidu engages in a
contest with wild beasts® In the earliest specimens
both figures appear entirely nude. Gilgamesh is always
distinguished by his abundant and usually earefully
arranged hair and beard, while Enkidu has horns on
his head as a symbol of his divine character. The varia-
tions of the scene are again numerous, though not to the
same extent as in the ease of the contests of wild beasts.

Another favorite scene was the representation of
the semi-divine beings in front of the sacred tree,* ap-
pearing again in many variations.® In archaic ex-
amples the two figures are without wings, and it is a
distinguishing mark of eylinders of Assyrian origin to
attach the wings. As on the sculptured bas-reliefs we
also find the king before the tree, accompanied by the
eagle-headed winged creature with the standard of

** See the illustrations in Ward, Seal Cylinders of Western Asia,
Chapter IV.

* Above p. 3589 and Plate XLIX, Fig. 1.

*t Seal Cylinders of Western Asia, Chapter X.

* Above Plate XXXIIIL

*'Ward, Seal Cylinders of Western Asia, Chapter XXXVIIL
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Ashur over the tree. Among the variations two call
for special mention, the winged figures standing on
i sphinxes and the priest of the water deity Ea
elad in fish seales in place of the winged being,™ of
which we again have quite a number of variations ac-
cording as & king is added to the scene or not. The
eonventionalism of the art obtrudes itself in these scenes
in a more pronounced degree than usual so as to give
to the tree more particnlarly most fantastic forms. The
pose of the kings and of the winged or wingless beings
plucking the fruit of the tree of life is always the same,
and generally very stiff and void of all grace. On the
other hand the dress is eommonly most earefully worked
out to smallest details, the execution being delicate as
well as accurate (see Plate LXXVI, Figs. 2 and 3).
Of the gods represented on the seal cylinders, the
moon-god Sin and the sun-god Shamash are the ones
most frequently selected. While it is certain that the
appearance of the moon's crescent on or near the figure
of a seated deity into whose presence a worshipper is
being led is not always intended as the moon-god, in
many instances Sin is certainly intended. A good speci-
men of an early period is the seal eylinder of Ur-Engur
of the Ur dynasty who is being led by a female—per-
haps the consort of Sin—followed by another goddess
with uplifted hands, the gesture of intercession. The
human figure is no doubt intended for the king himself
who is represented, in accordance with early religious
usage in approaching a god, as shaven and beardless.
Despite its crudity, the figure of the seated god in an
easy posture conveys the impression of a certain dig-
pity. The throne on which the god sits is a graceful
pieee of work, and the artist has not stopped short of
such a detail as the earving of one of the legs of the
throne in imitation of an ox’s leg. In a most skilful
manner he has also succeeded in conveying the femi-

iy e
* Ward, lc.,, No. 679 and 687.
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ninity in the expression of the two goddesses—especially
of the first one—in eontrast to the greater strength of
the face of the god and of the worshipper (see Plate
LXXVII, Fig. 2).

A favorite manner of representing the sun-god was
in the act of rising over the mountains. The god is
naively portrayed as stepping on a mountain peak and
about to pass through a gate symbolizing sunrise, while
the other gate is the one throngh which, after having
run his course, he enters the heavens at evening. In
this case again we find the design with many varia-
tions ®® used from the oldest to the latest period—an
interesting proof of the continuity of artistie tradition
in the Euphrates Valley. The art, to be sure, does not
rise beyond a very primitive level in the specimens pre-
served, though in some instances the influence of con-
ventionalism is not so marked as, for example, in those
where the mountain has been reduced to a mere foot-
stool on which the one foot of the god rests, while
instead of the gate we find a worshipper led into the
presence of Shamash by the god’s consort, A, whose
uplifted hands portray her in the usual rdle of inter-
eceding on behalf of the worshipper who approaches his
god with a sacrificial offering.

Superior from an artistic standpoint are some of
the representations of the seated sun-god with a wor-
ghipper before him. The distinguishing marks of
Shamash in these designs are the rays issuing from his
ghoulders or streams flowing from his shoulders, This
combination of rays and streams is also found attached
to the solar dise which is the common symbol of the
god Ashur, the rays symbolizing the beneficent warmth
of the sun, and the water the fertility which is within
the province of the great orb, whose favor is so essential
to the well-being of the agrieulturist,

Another interesting group of seal eylinders—chiefly
Babylonian—is formed by those showing a deify in

% Ward, }.¢., Chapter XTIL,
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a confliet with a dragon. The underlying tale appears
ta be the myth of the sun-god driving away the storms
and rains of the winter season. This season was de-
picted as a time of lawlessness and ntter eonfusion for
which a monstrous being in contrel of the wild elements
of nature seemed to be the appropriate symbol. This
myth became the basis of the scheme of world ereation
in Babylonia, the role of ereator being assigned in each
of the large centres to the chief deity—Ea in Eridu,
Enlil in Nippur, and Marduk in Babylon. When
through the political supremacy of Babylon, the god
Marduk beeame the head of the pantheon, the funetions
of other gods were assigned to him. He thus becomes in
the later forms of the myth the vanquisher of primitive
chaos, known as Tiamat.* The springtimme when nature
celebrates a revival was appropriately regarded as the
time of the ereation of the world. Crude as most of the
representations of this conflict are,” there is neverthe-
Jess in some of them much foree and vigor in the atti-
tude of the god pursuing the monster with bow and
arrow or despatching him with a powerful weapon. It
is particularly interesting to see how in the course of
the endeavor to vary the scene, elements of other myths
are introduced—particularly of the one illustrating the
contest with wild beasts,” which may at bottom indeed
represent the same idea—the portrayal of a time of
¢haos and confusion, preceding the reign of law and
order in the world (see Plate LXXVTI, Figs. 1 and 4).

Of special interest is a physician’s seal, containing
the name of the owner Ur-Lugal-Edina (i.e., the man
of the god Lugal-Edina), with a dedicatory inseription

t Soa the translation of the tale of Marduk's conguest of Tiamat
pp- 428443, See also Plate XXVIIIL, Fig. L

¥ Ward, Le., Chapter VIIL

" Ward, Le., Chapter VII,
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to a deity, Edina-mugi,® and shows, as the symbols of
his profession, a physician’s sealpel and lancets (or
knives) and cups. These instruments are exceedingly
well drawn, while the picture of the deity—mno doubt
the one mentioned in the inscription—despite the
archaie delineation of the feet, is a good specimen of the
delicacy of the engravers’ art at the early period to
which the seal reverts (see Plate LXXVII, Fig. 3).

As the last specimen, a curious design may be given
representing a male and female figure sitting opposite
one another with a tree between them, while behind
the female figure is an upright serpent. The resem-
blance of the seene fo the famous story in the third
chapter of Genesis has aroused considerable discussion.
We have the same elements in both cases, the man, the
woman, the serpent and the tree. The horns, however,
with which both figures on the seal evlinder are pro-
vided show that they are intended to represent deifies.
The tree is no doubt the tree of life as in the ease of
the designs above discussed.  According to Baby-
lonian beliefs, the gods alone ean pluck the fruit of the
tree of life. The serpent is a very common & »
constantly appearing on the so-called boundary stones.
Its particular significance on the seal eylinder in ques-
tion escapes us, but it may well be that the myth of
which the entire scene is an illustration is the prototype
of the story in Genesis. It would be quite natural in
the course of the adaptation of old folk-tales to later
aspects of religious beliefs, for the deities to beecome

* The deity is designated a= the messenger of Gir, one of the
designations of the god of pestilence—Nergal—which suggests a
grim sense of humor on the part of the phyzician who thus chooses
as his protecting deity the '‘messenger of death,” against whom the
healer of disease ia supposed to direct his efforts.

* Ses an elaborate monograph on the serpent as a symbol by
Paul Toscanne, **Etudes sur le Serpent, figure et symbole dans
1’Antiquité Rlamite'* in Délégation en Perse, Mémoires, Vol xiii,
pp. 153-226,
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Buman figures, and the primitive m?'t.h, whatever its
original significance may have been, fo become a tale
intended to illustrate that man forfeited immortality
—the prerogative of the gods—by an act of disobedi-
ence.”* Man, according to the earlier form of the story,
would thus be regarded as a god fallen from his high
estate. From this as a starting point, the step would be
a natural one to make the real fall of man consist in his
having disobeyed a divine command.

@ Sea Frazer, Belief in Immortality i, p. 73, 2eq., for mmny
other illustrations among primitive peoples of stories intended to
explain the presence of death in the waorld, due either to eating
of o forbidden fruit, or to the failure to est it. DBoth motifs are
found in these primitive tales,
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CHAPTER VIII
SPECIMENS OF BABYLONIAN-ASSYRIAN LITERATURE.

I
Trz Later Bisvrowias Poex oF CREATION

THE story of Oreation among Babylonians assumed
the form of a nature myth, based upon the transition of
winter and the rainy season to the spring and dry season.
The stormy and rainy winter was pictured as a time of
chaos and was symbolized by a monster Tiamat, who
with a large body of attendants, likewise monstrous in
form, is represented as in control of things. The spring
sun driving away the winter becomes the vanquisher
of Tiamat; and after chaos has been overcome, law and
order prevail.

Various versions of this nature myth were produced
in ancient Babylonia, both in Sumerian and in Akka-
dian. The one here given celebrating the friumph of
Marduk over Tiamat is the form assumed by the story
after Marduk as the patron deity of the city of Baby-
lon * had become the head of the pantheon. To Marduk,
therefore, as a solar deity the distinetion is assigned
of being the one strong enough among the gods to dis-
patch Tiamat and her followers, The poem is a com-
posite produection, and gives evidence of containing
elements of a number of independent tales that have
been combined to add to the glory of Marduk?

¥ See sbove, p. 211 seq.

* See &n articls by the writer on ‘*The Composite Character of
the Babylonian Creation Story’' in the Néldeke Festschrift [T,
PP. 969-252. For a complete edition of the text together with an
English tranalation and commentary, see L, W. King, The Seven
Tablets of Creation (2 vols. Landon, 1902) ; also Cuneiform Texts,
Part X111, Plates 141, For the relutionship of the Babylonian
veraions of Crention to the Biblical tale, see Jastrow, ** Hebrew and
Bobylonian Views of Creation,’ being chapter IT of the author's
Hebrew and Babylonian Traditions (New York, 1014).

427
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The text in its complete form eovered seven tablets.
Of these only the fourth has been preserved in full,
while of the remaining tablets we have merely larger or
emaller fragments,

TABLET X

The poem begins as follows:

"“When on high, heaven was not named,
Below, dry land was not named.®
Apsu, their first begetter,
Muommu (and) Tieamat, the mother of all of them *
Their waters combined together,
Field was not marked off, sprout had not come forth,
When none of the gods hind yet come forth,
Had not borne a name,
No destinies had been fixed ®;
Then gods were ereated in the midst of heaven ®
Linkhmu and Lakhamu eame forth
Agres inoreased T
Anshar and Kmhur were created.”

*“To have & name,”’ secording io ideas widely prevalent in
antiquity, was to exist. Hence, to express the idea of non-existenca
of heaven and earth it was said that they were not named.

* These three terms, Apsu (deep), Mummu (water), and Tiamat
(sea), are synonymous, each one representing the name of the
Being symbolizing primeval ehaos in gome version. The eombing-
tion of the thres names and the endeavor to establish s relationship
between them are indications of the composite character of the
poen

* One of the functions of the gods is to determine the fate of
individuals, as well as the future in general. See p. 217 and p. 278,

*The late origin of this form of the poem is shown by the
tranafer of all the gods to the heavens—a reflection of astrologieal
views. See above, p. 209,

* Defective lines are indicated by leaders, { . )-

* An-Shar (the totality of what is above) a:nti KA-SImr (tha
totality of what is below) are '’ theological ' abstractions, rather
than popular figures of deities in the system of the pantheon as
perfected by the priests of Babylonia, Anshar and Kishar are,
according to this system, the ancestors of all the gods,
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After many days had passed by there eams forth . . .
Anpu, their son . . .

Anshar and Anu . .

A, . .

Nndimmnd * whom his father, his mother, . . .

Of large intelligence, knowing (wise),

Exceeding strong . . -

Without & rival . .. .

Then were established."

The following seven lines are too fragmentarily pre-
served to permit of translation, but it would appear
that at this point a deseription is given of the confusion
and disturbance avoused among the monsters of the
deep through the creation of the gods, who saw in this
rise of the gods a foreshadowing of the end of their
own rule. Apsu and Mummu together go to Tiamat in
order to consult with her regarding the plan to keep the
gods in restraint.

“Then Apsu, the begetter of the great gods,
Cried out, to Mummu, to his messenger, he spoke:
YOh Mummu, joy of my liver,
Come, unto Timnat let us go.'
They went, and before Tiamnt they erouched,
Hatehing & plan with regard to the gods . . .
Apsu opened his mouth snd spoke,
Unto Tiamat, the splendid one addressed s word :
¢, . . their course against mo
BydnyIhmvennrm.atnightIumtliedm,Iﬁuhtndutm
their course,
8o that clamor ecase and we may again lie down to sleep.’
When Tiamat (heard) this,
She raged and shrieked for (revenge?),
8he hersell becams furiously enraged.
Evil she ¢coneeived in her heart,
¢ A1l that we have made let us destroy,
That their course may be full of misery so that we may have
release,”

* A designation of Ea, the god of the deep.
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Mummu answered and counselled Apau,
Hostile was the counsel of Mummu.
'Came, their eonrse is strong, destroy it!
Then by day thou wilt have rest,

At night thou wilt lie down.'

Apsu( hearkened), and his face shone;

Evil he planned sgainst the gods, his sons.”

The following fifty lines tell of the confliet of
Mummu and Apsu against the gods which ends in the
capture of the two; it appears that they are overcome
through the agency of Ea, the god of the deep and who,
it will be recalled,” is pictured as the god of humanity,
teaching mankind knowledge and saving them in
distress. It is natural, therefore, to find Ea also in the
rile of the saviour of the gods, and we may conjecture
that we have in this part of the story the old version of
the overcoming of chaos through Ea, the patron god of
Eridu—a version, therefore, which had its rise in the old
city that lay at or close to the Persian Gulf. But Tiamat
still remains at large. Realizing that she, too, will
have to face the confliet with the gods, Tiamat gathers
a new army of followers, deseribed as monstrous ser-
pents of various kinds, fierce and merciless, With
these she associates other monsters, and places the en-

tire army under the generalship of Kingu. The gaps

in the first tablet at this point ean be supplied from
Tablets IT and I11 in which the deseription of Tiamat’s
army is repeated.
**They uttared curses and at the side of Tiamat advanced.
In fury and fage they devised plans censelessly night and day.
They rushed to the eonfliet, raging and furious,
They grouped themselves and ranged the battle array,
mmu-Khubur,** creator of all things,
Gathering invineibls weapons, she brought forth huge monsters,

2 Above, p. 210. .
A title of Tinmat, signifying probably ' mother of totality.’
The name points to another version, combined with our tale.
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Sharp of tooth and merviless of fang. :

With poison instead of blood she filled their bodies.

Bhe clothed with terror the terrible deagons, :

Decking them with brillianey, giving them a lofty stature,

So that whoever beheld them wounld be overcome with terror.

With their bodies reared up, none could withstand their attack.

She brought forth great serpents, dragons and the Lakhami,*

Hurriesnes, raging dogs and seorpion men,

Mighty tempests, fish men, and rams,

Bearing eruel weapons, fearless in combat,

Mighty in command, irresistible.

In all elsven monsters of this kind she made.

Ammzﬂugnda,thnﬁrs:bumwimfmdthuamm;,

She exaltedl Kingu, giving him high rank in their midst;

To march in advance and to direct the host;

Mo be foremost in arming for the attack,

To direct the fight in supreme control,

To his** hand she confided. She decked him out in eostly gar-
mentis;

'T have uttered thy magic formula, in the assembly of the gods I
have exalted thes "

The dominion over ull the gods was entrusted unto his hands:

‘Be thou exalted, my one¢ and only hushand ;

May the Anunnaki exalt thy name above all the gods!’

Ehugawhimthﬂuhhtau!{nle,mhhhmmmntmhedthm

*0h, thou, thy command will be frresistible!

Firmly established be the utterance of thy mouth |

Now Kingu is exalted, endowed with the power of Anu;

Among the gods, his children, he fixes destinies.

By the word of thy mouth fire will be quenched ;

The strong in battle will be increased in strength.’ "'

TABLET II

In the second tablet the gods learn of the plans of
Tiamat and hear the deseription of the mighty army
which she has gathered.

1= Here o collective name for a group of monsters

1t That is, unto Kingu she entrusted the destinies of the army,
forming in part, at least, deseriptions of constellations i the heavens,
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“Tiamat fmished her work.
{ The evil that) she contrived against the gods her offspring,
To avenge Apsu, Tiamat planned evil.
Whesn she had equipped her army, it was revealed to Ea;
En heard the words,
And was grievously affficted, and overwhelmed with grief.
Days passed by and his anger was appeased.
To Anshar, his father, ho took the way.
To Father Anshar who begot him he went.
All that Tiamat had planned he repeated to him
‘Tiamat our mother has taken a dislike for us,
She has sssembled a host, she rages furiously.
All the gods are gathered to her,
Ase, even those whom thou bast created, march at her side.” "'

It would appear from these words that Tiamat had
stirred up a rebellion also among the gods descended
from Anshar and Kishar, and succeeded in gathering
many of them to her side to proceed with the host of
monsters against the gods represented as her own off-
spring, though this is in contradiction to the other point
of view brought forward in the poem according to which
Anshar and Kishar are the ancestors of all the gods.

Anshar, upon hearing the deseription of the terror-
inspiring army, is dismayed. He calls upon Ea, who
has smitten Mummu and ecaptured Apsu to proceed
against Tiamat. Unfortunately the text at this point
is again defective, but it is evident that Ea declines the
task. Anshar then calls upon another son, Anu, to fight
the cause of the gods which is the eause of law and order
against choas and lawlessness, represented by Tiamat
and her followers. But this son declines or is unable
to earry out the task, and accordingly we find Anshar
addressing a third, this time Marduk, who will suceeed
where others fail.

9 Thoy art my son of strong conrsge,
v + » Oraw nigh to the battle!
. » » &t gight of thee there shall be penee '
The Lord rejoiced at the word of his father,
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He drew nigh and stood in front of Anghar;

Anshar saw him and his heart was foll of joy.

He kissed him on the mouth, and fear departed from him.
“[Oh my father), may the words of thy lips not be taken back,
May 1 go and sccomplish the desire of thy heart!’

Marduk repeats these two lines, after which begins
another address of Anshar to his son ™ in which he calls
upon Marduk to ‘trample swiftly on the meck of
Tiamat." The text then continues.

*Oh mny son, full of all kmowledge,

Quiet Tiamat with thy supreme incantation ;

Quickly proceed (on thy way) !

Thy blood will not be poured out, thou shalt surely return.’
The lord rejoiesd at the word of his father,

His heart exulted and he spoke to his father,

‘Oh Lord of the gods, (who fixes) the fate of the great gods,
If I become thy avenger,

Conguering Tiamat, and giving life to thee,

Cull an assembly and proelaim the preéminence of my lot!
That when in Upshukkinaka ** thou joyfully seatest thyself,
My command in place of thine should fix fates.

What 1 do should be unaltered,

The word of my Lips be never changed or aunulled.”

TABLET III

The third tablet opens with an address of Anshar
unto Gaga his messenger, asking the latter to go to the
gods that they gather together for a banquet and listen
to the message which Anshar sends them. The message
itself recounts the rebellious purpose of Tiamat and
her brood of monsters, repeats the detailed deseription
of the vipers, dragons, hurricanes, raging hounds, fish-
men and the strange host with Kingu at the head which
we have already encountered in the epie,

# Indication of another version.
1 Tha ** Walhalla' of the gods where they assemble to determine
destinies,
ag
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*Then they gathered and went,
The great gods, all of them, who fix fates,
Came into the presence of Anshar, they filled (the assembly hall),
Embracing ons another in the sssembily (hall),
They prepared themsslves to feast at the banquet.
They ate bread, they mixed the wine,
The sweet mead eonfnsed (their senses),
Drunk, their bodies filled with drink,
They shouted aloud, with their spirits '* exalted,
For Marduk, their avenger, they fixed the destiny.®’

TABLET IV

They prepared for him s royal elinmber,

In the presence of his fathers &s ruler he stood.
‘Thou art the weightiest among the great gods.

Thy (power of decrecing) fate is unrivalled, thy command is

(like that of) Anu.
Oh Marduk, thou art mightiest among the grest gods|
Thy power of decrecing fate unrivalled, thy word is like that of
An“: ar

From now on thy deeree will not be altered,

Thine it shall be to raise up and to bring low,

Thy utterance be established, against thy command no rebellion|
None among the gods will transgress the limit (set by thee).
Abundance ia pleasing to the shrines of the gods,

The place of their worship will be established as thy plaes,

Oh Marduk, thou art our avenger|

We give thee kingship over the entire universe,

Take thy seat in the assembly, thy word be exalted;

Thy weapan be not overcame, may it erush thy snemies

Oh lord, the life of him who trusts in thee will be spared,

But pour gut the life of the god who has planoed evil.’ **

Then they placed in their midst a garment.

To Marduk, their first born, they spoks:

"Thy fate, O lord, be supreme among the goda)

'* Literally, ‘‘liver."'

" This trait of repeating certain particularly emphatie lines
is, a8 we have seen above, p. 433, characteristic of this composition
** l.e, Tizmat, who organized the rebellion against the highest

gods,
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For destruction and ereation speak, and it shall be done;

Declare that the germent vanish,

And speak the word again that the garment be intact.”

Then he gave the command, and the garment vanished ;

He eommanded again, and the garment appeared.

When the gods, his fathers, thus beheld (the power of) his utter-
anee ™*

They rejoiced and paid homage to Marduk, King;

They bestowed on him scepter, throns and palu ™

They gave him an invineible weapon ' overcoming the enemy,"'*

‘o and cut off the life of Tiamat,

That the wind may carry her blood to hidden spota.”

When the gods, his fathers, had deereed the fate of the lord,

They brought him on the road leading to peace and success.

He made &8 bow and tock it as his weapon,

He took a spear and fastened it with a cord (1),

He raised the club (1), taking hold of it with his right hand,

The bow and quiver he hung at his side,

Placed the lightning on his face,

With a burning fAame he filled his body,

He made a net to enclose Tismat therein.

The four winds he took hold of, that nothing whatsoever should
escape.

The South Wind, North Wind, East Wind, West Wind,

He brought to the side of the net, the gift of his father Anu.

He ereated the hostile wind, the tempest and the hurricane,

The fourfold wind and the sevenfold wind,® the whirlwind, and
the wind without rival.

He sent forth the winds which he had ereated, the seven of them;

To trouble the spirit of Tiamat, they followed behind him,

Then the lord raised on high the Deloge,™ his mighty wespon.

He mounted the storm chariot, unequalled in power,

i* Meaning, of course, the result of his utterance,

= Same symbol of royal power, perhapy & crown

# Wa know from other sources that the weapons of the gods bore
symbolical names, just as did the blades among the Arabs of the
Middle Ages.

= [ g, the wind blowing four and seven days, respectively.

= One of the terms for an inundating rain-storm, and used in tha
description of the deluge. See below, p. 448, 524,
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He harnessed and attached to it four horses,
Merviless, overwhelming, swiftly flying.
(Bharp of) tecth, bearing poison.

Then the lord drew nigh, piercing Tiamat with his glance;

He saw the purpose of Kingu, her spouse,

As he (ie, Marduk) gazed, he (ie., Kingu) tottered in his guit™

His mind was destroyed, his action upset,

And the gods, his helpers, marching at his side,®

Saw (the terror of) the hero and leader,

But Tinmat (uttered & ery) end did not turn her back,

From her lips there gushed forth rebellious words *

. . . "coming to thee as lord of the gods,

Ag in their own sanctuaries they are gathered in thy sanctusry,™
s Then the lord raised on high the Deluge, the great weapon,

And sgainst Tismat, who was foaming with wrath, thus sent forth

(his answer).
“(ireat art thou! Thou host exalted thyself greathy.,
Thy heart hath prompted thee to arrange for battle

Thou hast (exalted) Kingu to be thy husband,
{Thou hast given him power to issue) the decrees of Ann.™
(Aguinst the gods, my fathers}, thou hast planned evil,
Against the gods, my fathers, thou hast planned evil.

Let thy army be eguipped, thy weapons be girded om;

Stand ; T and thou, let us join in battle,’

When Tiamat heard this,

She wis beside herself, she lost her reason.

Tiamat shouted in u paroxysm of fury,

Trembling to the root, shaking in her foundations.

# The mere sight of Marduk terrifies Kingu and bewilders
Tiamat.

# [ ¢, the whole army of Tiamat and Kingn,

* No doubt enrses hurled against Marduk.

T Thess two lines, obscure because of the bresk in the first part
of line 73, evidently represent the curse intended to annihilate
Marduk, The god, however, is undismayed.

** J.a., To Kingu had heen assigned by Tiamat the right belonging
to Anu as supreme arbiter.
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She uttered an ineantation, she pronounced a magic formula™

The pods of battle, appeal ™ to their weapons.

Then stepped forth Tiamat and the leader of the gods, Marduk.

To the fight they advanced, to the battle they drew nigh.
«The lord spread his net and ensompassed her,

The evil wind stationed behind him he drove into her face.

Tiamat opened her mouth to its full extent.

He drove in the evil wind before she could close her lips.

The terrible winds Blled her belly,

Her heart was seized, and she held her mouth wide open,

He drove in the spear and burst open her belly,

Cutting into her entrails, he slit her heart.

He overcame her and destroyed her life;

He east down her earcass and stood upon it

When he had thus subjected Tiamat, the leader,

Her host was scattered, her assembly was dissolved ;

And the gods, her helpers, who marched beside her,

In fear and trembling turned about,

Taking to flight to save their lives.

But they were surrounded and could not escape.

He captured them and smashed their weapons,

y They were cast into the net, and brought into the snare;
After he (ie., Marduk) had bound and east down his enemies,
Had battered down the arrogant foe,

Tiad completely gained the victory _G_E Anshar over the enemy,

The hero Marduk had attained the aim of Nudimmud,*

He strengthened his hold over the captive gods.™

To Tiamat, whom he bad bound, he eame back,

And the lord trampled under foot the foundation of Tiamat.

With his merciless weapon he smashed her skull,

He eut the channels of her blood,

® Ag a last resort to overwhelm Marduk, to bring him within her

power through the force of her magie formuls. See above, p. 244,
seq.

q“ Literally, ask, which suggests that possibly some oracles were

sought through their weapons.

£ Which Nudimmud {or Ea) was unable to carry out.
2 [ ¢, he made sure of their being nunable to get awsy.
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And made the north wind carry them to secret places.™
His fathers beheld and rejoiced exceeding glad,
Presents and gifts they brought to him.
Then the lord rested and looked at the carcass
He divided the Hesh of the monster, and ereated marvellous things.
He split her like a fish fattened into two halves;
One half he took and made it s eovering for heaven.
r Hes drew & bolt, he stationed a watehman,
Enjoining that the waters be not permitted to flow out.
He passed over the heavens, inspeeting the regions (thereof),
And over against the Apsu,™ he set the dwelling of Nudimmud."
The lord messured the structure of the Deep.
He established E-sharra as & palace corresponding to it.
The palace E-sharrs which he created as heaven,
He caused Ano, Enlil and Ea to inhabit their distriets."

The ereation of the Universe, which thus begins
after the overthrow of Tiamat by the formation of the
heavens, is continued in the fifth tablet which describes
the ponstellations and the fixing of seasons, the division
of the year into months, and of days into night and day.
All this is done at the instance of Marduk whose work is

| essentially that of one who establishes order in place
of chaos, rather than that of a creator.

TARLET ¥V

**He made stations for the great gods,
The stars, their counterparts, the twin stars he fixed.
He fixed the year and divided it into divisions,
For the twelve months he fixed three stars®
Also for the days of the year (he had fashioned) pictures®'

= Apparently we have in these lines a second deseription of the
way in which Marduk overcame Tiamat. They may be taken, there-
Im,umthnrpmfnfmadwataﬂingofmﬂﬂwiﬁnﬂlrdhﬁnut
versions into our story,

| 5., personifieation of the deep.

1 e, Ea, the god of waters

* Each star presiding over four montha,

1 ].¢., the constellations,




SPECIMENS OF LITERATURE 439

l| He founded the station of Nibir ** to regulate their limits,
That none might err or go astray.
He placed the station of Enlil and Ea*® with him.**
He opened great gates to both sides,
He sapplied a strong bolt to the left and the right.
In the midst {of the heavens) he fixed the zenith,
He causad Sin ** to shine forth, entrusting to him the night;
He assigned to him the control of the night for counting the days;
Fach month without interruption he covered him with a erown.*""

Marduk thereupon addresses the moon-god, though

it is evident that the original address was made by Anu,

of the heavens and as such the ome in supreme
control of everything above.

4 £ At the beginning of the month in rising over the land
Thou wilt show & horn for a period of six days.
On the seventh day the crown will be divided (1).
On the fourteenth day thou shalt stand opposite, it being the
half (of the month),
| When the sun-god in the foundation of heaven (is opposite)
thu‘" L] y

At this point unfortunately the tablet again becomes
defective, and there is little of it remaining until we
reach the end. We can only conjecture that the chief
constellations were included in the deseription of the
heavens, and all the courses fixed for the planets, as
well as the positions for the stars. At the close of the
tablet the gods gather around Marduk and formulate
the complaint that, while order has been established and
the position of the gods represented by the stars fixed
in the heavens, the universe was empty. There was no
one to do homage to the gods. Curiously enough this
complaint of the gods is assigned in the sixth tablet as

i ] e, Jupiter, who as the brightest planet is the leader.

™ Variant, Anu.

“ Anu, Enlil and Ea represent three divisions of the ecliptie.
4 The moon-god.

4 The erescent of the new moon
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the reason for the creation of man, which Marduk un-
dertakes in order to satisfy the eraving of the gods for
worghip. It is most unfortunate that this tablet also
is badly mutilated, so that only the first ten lines and
a few of the closing lines furnish an intelligible se-
quence. It begins as follows:

TABLET ¥l

“Upon (Marduk's) hearing the word of the gods,
His heart led him to ereate (marvellous things) %
He opened his mouth and (speke) to Ea*
{What) he had conteived in his heart he imparted to him;
"My blood T will take and bone 1 will (form).
I will set up man that man . . .
1 will creats man to inhabit (the earth),
That the worship of the gods be fixed, that they may have shrines.
But 1 will alter the ways of the gods, 1 will change . . .
They shall be joined in concert, unto evil shall they' , . .
Ea answered him and spoks.”

The answer of Ea is too imperfectly preserved to
warrant even a conjecture. If the last two lines of
Marduk's address to Ea indicate his intention to punish
the gods because of their complaint, while granting what
they desire, it may be, as has been suggested, that Ea
dissuaded Marduk from this purpose; but until some
fortunate chance may enable us to fill the gap in this
important tablet it is idle to indulge in conjectures. Nor
is it certain that this Babylonian version of creation
contained any account of the actual formation of the

“ Canjectural restorution nikldli, proposed by King on the basis
of Tablet 1V, 136.

* Ea is always introduced as the god of humanity who loves
and protects mankind; and in the version of ereation which arose
in Eridu, the seat of which Ea was the patron, it is Ea who is also
the ereator of man. All other gods, however, must yield to Marduk,
though there ia a trace of the older version where Marduk is in-
troduced as telling Ex of his purpose.
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earth, of verdure, trees and mountains and of animals.
The main purpose of the poem was to celebrate the
triumph of Marduk over Tiamat; everything clse is in-
cidental, and even in deseribing the establishment of
order in the heavens the chief thought was to emphasize
the control of Marduk over the gods. At the same time,
from other fragments of creation tales, we know that
to Marduk (and in other versions to other gods) the de-
tailed creation of everything on earth, ineluding verd-
ure and animals, was ascribed.*®

At the elose of the sixth tablet there is a deseription
of the return of Marduk after his labors to the assembly
hall of the gods in Upshukkinnaku. They rejoice at his
return and gather to do him honor.

TABLET VII

The seventh tablet is entirvely taken up with the
names bestowed upon Marduk by the gods. The
( names themselves constitute attributes of Marduk,
though no doubt designating originally loeal gods
whose eult was absorbed by that of Marduk. In this
way by assigning to Marduk the power of all the other
gods he becomes supreme; and as we have seen, views
about uk in Babylonia and about Ashpr in Assyria
form the closest approach to be found in Babylonian-
Assyrian religion to a monotheistic conception of di-
vine government.*®

* Asari, the source of planting (the founder of sowing),

Creator of grain and flour, (causing the verdure to spring forth).

Asarn-alim, honored in the house of counsel (abounding in
eonnsel ),

To him the gods pay homage, (and of him they stand in dread).

Asaru-alim-nupna, the mighty, the light (of his father who
begat him),

Who preseribes the laws for Auu, Enlil (and Ea),

 Sua Jastrow, Hebrew and Babylonian Traditions, p. 92,
* Sen above, p. 217 and 229, seq.
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Wheo provides for them, who fixes (their bounds),

Who provides sbundance, brings out . . .

Tutu, *the creator who renews them,”

May their sanctuaries be purified, may (they be pacified).

May he bring sbout an incantation, that the gods (may be
calmed),

When they attack in fury may he repulse (their advanca) |

Be he exalted even in the assembly of the goda

None among the gods is like to him."*

In this way the text proceeds somewhat monoto-
nously, describing the manifold attributes and powers
of Marduk. Towards the close of the tablet an interest-
ing reference is made to the manmer in which, after all
the other gods had paid homage, Enlil and Ea stepped
forward and bestowed their names, and with their
names their power, npon the favorite Marduk.

*‘Nibiru ** be his name, the one who seized the inside;*
May he maintain the stars of heaven in their path,
Hhepherding all the gods like sheep!

May he keep Tiamat enchained,
Crushing and putting an end to her life.
In the future of mankind, when the days grow old,
May one hear this without ceasing, may it survive forever! @
Sinoe he ereated the region (of heaven), and formed the earth,
Lord of the worlds, father Enlil * ealled him,
The nsme which all the Igigi proclaimed.
Ea heard and his liver rejoiced,
*He whose name his fathers have made glorious,
Be he like T am, Ea be his name !
All my commands be in his control,
All my decrees let him pronounce!”

¥ La., Jupiter.

“* 8o of Tinmat,

“ Le., the story of Marduk's conquest of Tiamat.

** Enlil, the old god of Nippur, confers his own name upon
Marduk,
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By the name ‘fifty”** did the great gods
Confer upon him fifty names to make his path supreme."

The poem closes with an epilogue, calling upon all
mankind ever to bear in mind the great deeds of Mar-
duk, and to hand down the memory thereof from father
to son to the end of days.

¢t them be remembered, let the older (man) speak of them!*
Let the wise and the intelligent reflect on them together,

L&t father repeat and teach them to his son!

Let pestor and shephend open their ears,

To rejoice in Marduk, the lord of the gods,

That his land may be fertile and prosper.

His word (i.e, Marduk’s) is firm, his command unchangesble,
‘What he utters no god annuls,

He casts & glanee and turns not his neek.

In his wrath no god ean withstand him,

But wide is his heart, broad is his mind;

The sinner and evil-doer before him ., . . "

The remaining six lines are again too fragmentary
for translation, but it is evident that the epilogue closed
with the glorification of Marduk’s justice tempered with
mercy.

IT

Tie Basvrowxiay Story orF THE DELUGE

‘As of the Creation story, so of an account of a great
flood that destroyed the world and mankind we have a
number of versions in Babylonian literature. The
oldest of these versions is in Sumerian and is told as
part of a story of the beginnings of things leading from

= Ag the last of fifty names, they called Marduk *‘fifty’" which
was transferred presumably from the god Ninib or Ningorsin, who
was gymbolized as ‘*fifty,” and whose temple at Lagash was known
as E-ninnn, i.e,, ‘‘house of fifty.'" See above, p. 200,

2 ] ., hand the memory of Marduk's deeds down to the younger
gencration. :
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creation to flood myths and thenee to the oldest tradi-
tions of the earliest dynasties of the states of the Eu-
phrates Valley,”® while the latest version is embodied
in the great Babylonian epie, recounting the adventures
of a semi-mythical hero Gilgamesh.* This epie, known
to us from numerous fragments in the library of Ashur-
banapal, is a eomposite production containing a number
of independent tales, loosely strung together, and all
brought into conneetion with the favorite hero Gil-
gamesh. Some of the tales embody dimmed historieal
traditions centring around the anecient centre Uruk,
while others are nature myths, associated with ocenr-
rences in nature and in which the gods appear as the
actors. The epic in its final form comprised twelve
tablets, corresponding to the months of the year, with at
least some of the episodes told on tablets the number of
which in the series is correlated to the season of the year
to which the myth belongs. Thus on the sixth tablet
marking the end of the summer season,” there is told the
story of Gilgamesh’s rejection of the marriage offer
of the goddess Ishtar—symbolizing the loss of nature’s
charms. Imn the same way, the Deluge story is recounted
in the eleventh tablet, corresponding to the month when
the rainy season is at its height and the winter storms
reach their climax. Gilgamesh himself, however, has
nothing to do with the Deluge. He is somewhat artifiei-
ally introduced into it by the aceident of his encounter-
ing the hero who has escaped the general destruction of
mankind. Gilgamesh, smitten with painful disease as

 See Poebel, Histerical and Grammatical Tezts (University of
Pennsylvanin Museum Publications, Philadelphia, 1914), Plate I
and pp. -24). On this and other versions, see Jastrow, Hebrew and
Babylonian Traditions (Philadelphia, 1914), pp. 335-348.

* See for a summary of the epie, with copions extracts, Jastrow,
Religion of Babylonia and Assyria (Boston 1898), Chapter XXIII;
and for o complete translation of all the fragments, Ungnad-Gress-
mann, Das Gilgamesch-Epos (Goettingen, 1011),

" The Babylonian renr began in the spring.

.1
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a punishment for the insult offered to the goddess Ishtar,
and fearing death, wanders about in search of healing
and to secure immortality. He learns of a remote an-
cestor Ut-napishtim, who has been granted the boon of
immortal life. After long and weary wanderings with
many adventures he at last finds himself face to face
with Utnapishtim, whose name signifies “‘He who has
experienced life,”” Amazed to find Utnapishtim look-
ing like an ordinary mortal, Gilgamesh asks Utnapish-
tim how he came to secure immortality. In reply, Ut-
napishtim tells him the story of a great deluge which
destroyed maunkind, and from which he and his family
were reseued through the contrivance of Ea, the god of
humanity. The Deluge was suggested, as was the piet-
ure of primeval chaos, by the climatie conditions pre-
vailing in the Euphrates Valley, which before the per-
fection of an elaborate canal system experienced a de-
structive overflow at each recurring rainy and stormy
season. The tradition of a particularly destructive
flood entailing much loss of life may have been an addi-
tional factor in giving to the deluge myth its definite
form. The eleventh tablet of the Gilgamesh epic* be-
gins as follows:

“‘Gilgamesh speaks to him, to Utnapishtim, the far-removed :
I gaze at thee, Utnapshtim !
Thy appearance is not different, As I am, so art thou,
And thou are not different. As I am, so art thou.
Thon art completely ready for the fray.
+ » » thou hast placed upon thee.
(Tell me) how thou didst enter into the assembly of the gods and
secure life.”"

s Bea above, p. 427,

ST Mhe text of this tablet will be found in Rawlinson IV.(2d,
ed.), PL 4344 ; the full text of the Gilgamesh Epic in Haupt's Das
Babylonische Nimrodepos (Leipzig, 1891), supplemented by Haupt,
“Die Zwolfte Tafel des Babylonischen Nimrodepos'" in Beitrage
zur Assyriologie, 1, pp. 48-80.
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In reply Utnapishtim tells the following story:

T will reveal to thee, Gilgamesh, & seeret story,
And the decision of the gods I will tell thes.
The eity Shuruppak.* a city which thon knowest,
(The ons that) lies on the Euphrates,

Thnt eity was old, and the gods thereof

Induced the great gods to bring a eyelone over it;
It was plammed (1) by their father Anu,

{By) their eounsellor, the warrior Enlil,

(By) thair herald Ninib,

(By) their leader En-nugi

The lord of brilliant vision, Ea, was with them.

He ropeated their decision to the reed-hut.™
*Reed-hut, reed-hut, wall, wall,

Reed-hut, hear! Wall, give ear|

O man of Shuruppak, son of Ubara-Tutu,

Break up the house, build & ship,

Abandon your property, seek life!

Throw aside your possession and preserve lifel
Bring into the ship seed of all living things!

The ship that thon shalt build,

Tiet its dimensions be measured, (so that)

Its breadth and length be made to correspond.

On a level with the deep, provide it with a covering."”*

In another version the name of the hero of the
Deluge is given as Atrakhasis, signifying ‘“‘the very
clever one,” This alternate name is introduced also at
the end of our version of the tale, where Ea says that he
gsent Atrakhasis a dream which the latter correctly
understood. Evidently two traditions of the manner in
which the hero of the deluge was warned of the coming
destruction were current. Both were embodied in our

" Now identified ns the site of the mound Fara. The name
also appears as Shurippak, but the spelling with » is more correct.

*In which Utnapishtim dwells, The reed hut points to the
primitive eonditions in which man lived when the Deluge came on.

* The first part of the line is obscure. 1 believe that the cover-
ing here meant is the deek of the framework.
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tale, which thus is revealed as itself a composite pro-
duction. Utnapishtim continues his narative:

**I nnderstood ** and spoke to Ea, my lord:
(The command ) of my lord which thon hast commanded,
Ag 1 have understood (it), T will carry out.
{But what) shall I answer the city, the people, and the alders?
Ea opened his mouth and spoke:
Spoke to me, his servant,
‘(As answer) thus speak to them:
(Enow that) Enlil has conceived hatred towards me,
So that I can no longer dwell (in your city).
(On) Enlil’s territory I dare no longer set my face.
Therefore, T go to the *‘deep’’ to dwell with Eg, my lord.
Over you ke will cause blessing to rain down,
(Cauteh of) bird, eateh of fish,"
And , . . rich erops.”

At this point the tablet is defective. Utnapishtim
must have told Gilgamesh how he completed the ship,
first drawing a plan and building according to it.
Thereupon the text proceeds:

“On the fifth day, T designed its outline.
According to the plan (1), the walls were to be ten Gar * high,
Correspondingly, ten Gar the meagure of its width.
I determined upon its shape (and) drew it.
I weighted it six-fold.®
I divided (the superstrueture?) into seven parts
Its interior I divided into nine parts.
Water-plugs I construeted in the interior.
I selected a pole and added aeeessories
Six ** Sar of asphalt I ponred on the outer wall.

* Referring, evidently, to the mysterious dream, and not to
the explicit command, which is so clear that it could not be mis-
understood:

2 A (ar is 12 cubits.

& A somewhat obseure line to indieate, perhaps, the strong sub-
strueture so as to be capable of holding seven stories.

* A wariant text has ‘‘three."’
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Three Sar of pitch (I poured) on the inner wall

Three Sar the workmen earried away in their basketa.® Of oil,
Beside one Sar of oil which was used for the sacrifices,

The boatman secreted two Sar of oil.'™®

Utnapishtim then pruceeds

““ A1l that T had I loaded on her.
All that 1 had of silver 1 loaded on her.
All that I had of gold I loaded on her.
All that T had of living beings of all kinds T loaded on her.
1 brought to the ship all my family and househald ;
Cattle of the field, beasts of the field, all the workmen 1 brought
on board.""

The ship draws water to two-thirds of its bulk.
The deseription of the storm which now follows is
one of the finest passages in the narrative.

tShamash had fixed the time,

‘When the rolers of darkness (1) at evening time shall cause
a terrific rain-gtorm,

Step into the ship and elose the door!’

The fixed time approached,

When the ralers of darkness (1) at evening fime were to causa
a terrific rain-storm.

I recognized the symptoms of (such) a day,

A day, for the appearance of which 1 was in terror.

I entered the ship and ¢lesed the door,

To steer the ship, to Puzur-Kurgal, the boatman,

I entrusted the palace ** together with its cargo,

As morning dawned,

There arose on the firmament of heaven black elouds,

Adad thundered therein;

Nabu and Lugal marched in advance,

Ira * tears out the ship's pole.

“ I e, "gmft’ taken by the workman.

"Mnm"g‘rnft-"

* Note this designation given to the structure—an indiecation
of its large size, with its many stories and compartments.

2 (Jod of pestilenoce.
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Iluminating the land with their gsheen,

Adad's roar resches to heaven,

All light is changed to darkness,

One day the hurricane raged . . .

Storming furiously. . .

Coming like a combat over men.

Brother sees not brother:

Those in beaven ™ do not know one another,

The gods are terrified at the eyclone,

They flee and mount to the heaven of Ann ™;

The gods erouch like dogs in an enclosure,

Ishtar eries aloud like one in birth throes,

The mistress of the gods howls alond :

‘That day be turned to clay.™

When I'in the assembly of the gods deereed evil;

That I should have decreed evil in the assembly of the goda!

Far the destruction of my peopla should have ordered s combat!

Did 1 bring forth my people,

That like fish they should fill the seat '

All of the Anunnaki weep with her,

The gods sit down. depressed and weeping.

Their hips are closed . . .

Six days and nights

The storm, cyclone (and) hurricane continued to sweep over
the land,

When the seventh day approached, the burricane and eyclone
ceased the eombat,

After having fought like warriors ( 1).

The sea grew quiet, the evil storm abated, the eyclone was re-
strained.

I'looked at the day and the roar had quieted down.

And all mankind had torned to elay.

Like an enclosure . . . had becoms,

* A colleetive name for the minor gods.
¥ L., the gods in general.

" The highest part of heaven.

2 ] ¢., be cursed with destruction.
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I opened & window and light fell on my face,

I bowed down and sat down (snd) wept,

Tears flowed over my face,

1 looked in all directions of the ses.

At u distanee of twelve (miles) ™ an island appeared.
At mount Nisir the ship stood still.

Mount Nisir took hold of the ship so that it conld not move.
One day, two days, Mount Nisir ete.™

Three days, four days, Mount Nisir, ete,

Five days, six days, Mount Nisir, ete.

When the ssventh day arrived,

1 sent forth a dove letting it free.

The dove went hither and thither;

Not finding a resting-place, it eame back.

1 sent forth a swallow, letting it free.

The swallow went hither and thither.

Not finding & resting-place, it came back.

1 sent forth 4 raven, letting it free

The raven went and saw the decreuse of the waters.
It ate, oroaked (1), but did not tum baek.

Then I let (all) out to the four regions (and) brought an offer-

mg. f

1 brought a sacrifice on the mountain top,

Seven and seven adagur jurs I arranged.

Beneath them 1 strewed reeds, cedarwood and myrtle.
The gods smelled the odor,

The gods smelled the sweet odor.

The gods like flies gathered around the sacrificer.”

The gods now realize what havoe had been wrought
by their decision and begin to regret it. Ishtar, more
particularly as the mother goddess, bitterly laments the
destruction of mankind.

v () “after & space of twelve double hours.™

% Sign of redupliestion, i.e,, ** Mount Nisir took hold of the ship
so that it conld not move.”' Nisir means “‘salvation’’—s symbolical
name therefore.
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**As soon as the mistress of the gods ™ arrived,

She raised on high the large neeklace (1) which Anu had made
aceording to his art,

‘Ye gods, as surely as I will not forget these preeious stones at
my neek,

So 1 will remember these days—never to forget them,

Let the gods coms to the sacrifice,

But let Enlil not come to the sacrifice.

Beeause without reflection he brought on the eyelone,

And deereéed destruetion for my people.’

Ag soon as Enlil arrived,

He gaw the ship, and Enlil was enraged.

Filled with anger at the Igigi™

“Who now has escaped with his lifet

No man was to survive the destruetion! '

Ninib opened his mouth and spoke,

Spoke to the warrior Enlil,

"Who except Ea can plan any sffair!

Ea indeed knows every order.’

Ea opened his mouth and spoke,

Spoke to the warrior Enlil:

‘Thon art the leader (and) warrior of the gods.

Bt why didst thou, without reflection, bring on the eyclone?

On the sinmer impose his sin,

On the evil-doer impose his evil,

But be merciful not to root out completely, be considerate not
(to destroy altogether) !

Instead of bringing on a cyclone,

Lions might have come and diminished mankind.

Instead of bringing on a eyeclone,

Jackals might have come and diminished mankind.

Instend of bringing on a ¢yelone,

Famine might have come and overwhelmed the land.

Instead of Lringing on a eyclone,

Irs ™ might have eome and destroyed the land.

¥ Ishtar.

™ Hore a collective name for the gods, though generally desig-
nating, like Anunnoki, a lower group of diving beings; see above,
pp. 331 seq.

™ God of pestilence.
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T did not reveal the oracle of the great gods,
1 sent Atrakhasis a dream and he understood the oracle of the

gods.
Now take counsel for him." "'

Enlil is moved by this eloguent appeal and is recon-
ciled. He himself accords immortal life to Utnapishtim
and his wife, and with this act the story ends.

“Enlil mounted the ship,

Took hold of my hand and led me up,™

Led me up and esused my wife to kneel st my side,

Mouched our foreheads, stepped between us (and) blessed us.

‘Hitherto Utnapishtim was a man;

Now Utnapishtim and his wife shall be on a level with the gods.

Utnapishtim shall dwell in the distance, ai the confluence of the
streams.”

Then they took me and settled me at the confluence of the
streams. ™

The remainder of the tablet is taken up with Gilga-
mesh’s sojourn with Utnapishtim and his wife who care
for the weary wanderer. He is refreshed by a deep
sleep, is given guidance for a safe return across the
waters of death which he had to pass in order to reach
the dwelling place of Utnapishtim, but the hero returns
without having secured from his remote ancestor any
hint of how to attain the boon of immortal life. The
story merely shows that some favorite of the gods may
eseape the general fate of mankind, but that isall. Im-
mortality is the privilege of the gods. Man must be
resigned to his fate, to pass to Arali, the general gather-
ing place of the dead after life has fled, and there to lie
inactive but eonscious, imprisoned in a dark and gloomy
prison, time without end.

* I ¢,, hrought me on land.
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IIT

Sromry oF THE DEscENT 0P THE Gonpess Iswrar mvTo THR Lowes
WoaLn,

The goddess Ishtar, as the great mother goddess,™
is the goddess of vegetation in nature, as of fertility
among mankind and animals. She is pictured as spend-
ing half the year on earth, when nature is in bloom and
animals throw off their young, while during the remain-
ing half, when nature seems dead, she is imprisoned in
the lower world known as Araléi. The story of her de-
scent to Aralil is, therefore, a nature myth, symbolizing
the change from the summer to the winter season, while
her release is the corresponding change from winter to
summer. The story, as related in the following poem,*
appears to have had attached to it as a moral the faint
possibility of a revivification of the dead; it may have
been composed in connection with a ritual in honor of
the old Sumerian god Tammuz or Dumu-Zi-Apsu *‘the
child of the spirit (or life) of the Deep,’” ** the sun-god
of the springtime whose departure was mourned and
whose return was hailed with appropriate ceremonies.
In other tales Tammuz is pictured as the lover of Ishtar,
slain by the goddess because of his rejection of her love.

**To the land of no return, the land of (darkness [1])
Ishtar, the daughter of Sin ** (directéd) her thought *

™ Above, p. 232,

* Cuneiform Texts, XV, PL 4548, See further, Jastrow, Reli-
gion of Babylomia and Assyria (Boston, 1898), chap. XXV. The
poem consists of lines of two hemistichs, with three beats to each
hemistich,

* Tammus is the Hebrew form of the Sumerian Dumnzi, ** child
of life,"" which is itself an abbreviation of the fuller name ** Dumu.
Zi-Apsu.'' This name is an allusion to the sun's rising every
morning out of the ocean, on which the earth, aecording to Baby-
lonian notions, floats.

* The moon-gad.

3 Literally "‘fixed her ear."
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Dirested her thought,* Ishiar, the danghter of Sin,
To the houss of shadows, the dwelling of Irkalla**

To the houss without exit for him who enters therein,
To the road whenee there is no turning,

T'o the house without light for him who enters therein,
The place where dust is their nourishment, elay their food.*
They have no light, in darkness they dwell.

Clothed like birds, with wings as garments,

Over door and bolt, dust has gathered.™

Ishtar on arriving at the gate of the land of no return,
To the gatekeeper thus addressed herself:
*(ate-keeper, ho, open thy gate!

Open thy gate that [ may enter|

1f thon openest not the gale to let me enter,

1 will break the door, 1 will wreneh the lock,

T will smash the door-posts, 1 will foree the doors.

1 will bring up the dead to eat the living.**

(And) the dead will outnumber the living.'

The gate-keeper opened his mouth and spoke,

Spoke to the lady Ishtar:
‘Desist, O lady, do not destroy it.

I will go and anmounce thy name to my queen Ervshkigal '®
The gate-keeper entered and spoke (to Ereshkigal) :
‘Ho! here is thy sister, Ishtar . . .
Hostility of the great powers (1) . . J

When Ereshkigal heard this,

As when one hews down a tamarisk (she trembled [1])

M Note the characteristic repetition of the lines as above pointed
out p. 434, note 17.

s Another name for the nether world.

" i, of the inhabitants.

' The nether world is pictured as a plane filled with dust, and
guarded by seven gates through which one must pass before reach-
ing it.

» Based on the belief in vampires and other monsters, who as
spirits of the dead return to earth to destroy the living.

% The goddess of the nether world, pictured as Ishtar's sister,
just a8 life and death are trequently pictured as brothers in popular
poetry. The name signifies *‘lady of the great palace, '’ f.e,, of Aralil
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As when one cuts a reed, (she shook [1]):
*What has moved her heart, what has (stirred) her Hvert*®
Ho there, (does) this one {wish to dwell [ 1]) with me?
To eat clay as food, to drink (dust [1]) as wine?
I weep for the men who have left their wives,
I weep for the wives (torn) from the embrace of their hushands;
For the little ones (eut off) before their tme. ™
Go, gate-keeper, open thy gate for her,
Deal with her aecording to the aneient decree.™
The gate-keeper went and opened his gate to her:
‘Enter, O lady, let Cuthah ® greet thee,
Let the palace of the lund of no return rejoice st thy pressneel
He bade her enter the first gate which he opened wide, and tock
the large crown off her head:
‘Why, O gate-keeper, dost thou remove the Jarge crown off my
head "
‘Euter, O lady, such are the decrees of Ereshkigal.’
The second gate he bade her enter, opening it wide and removed
heér earrings:
“Why, O gate-keeper, dost thoy remove my ear-rings1”
‘Enter, O lndy, for such are the decrees of Ereshkigal.’
The third gate he bade her enter, opened it wide and removed
her necklace:
‘Why, O gate-keeper, dost thou remove my necklacel’
‘Enter, O lady, for such are the decrees of Ereshkigal.’
The fourth gate he bade her enter, opened it wide and removed
the ornaments of her breast:
“Why, O gate-keeper, dost thou remove the ornaments of my
breast?®
“Enter, O lady, for such are the decrees of Ereshkigal.’

» Heart and liver as the seat of the intellect and of the emotions
respectively. See above, p. 215,

% With Ishtar in the nether world, the living are without protee-
tion ; they die, as does all nature, and Ereshkigal is moved with pity
for their fate,

# { ¢, treat her as the dead are dealt with.

¥ The old eity of which Nergal, the god of pestilence, was the
patron becomes a poetical name for Arali. See above p. 206, seq.
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The ffth gate he bade her enter, opened it wide and removed the
girdle of her body stndded with hirth-stonss®

“Why, O gate-keeper, dost thou remove the girdle of my body,
studded with birth-stones?’

“Enter, O lady, for such are the decrees of Erishkigsl.'

The sixth gate, he bade her enter, opened it wide and removed
tha spangles off her hands and feet.

‘Why, O gate-keeper, dost thou remove the spangles off my hands
and feet!'

“Enter, 0 lady, for thus are the decrees of Ereshkigal."

The seventh gate he bade her enter, opened it wide and removed
her loin-cloth.*®

*Why, O gate-keeper, dost thou remove my loin-cloth? *

‘Enter, O lady, for such are the decrees of Ereshkigal.’

Now when Ishtar had gone down into the land of no return,

Ereshkigal saw her and was angered at her presence.

Ishtar without reflection threw herself at her,*

Ereshkigal opened her month and spoke,

To Namtar, her messenger, she addressed herself ;

*Go Namtar, (imprison her) in my palace.

Send against her sixty diseases,” (to punish [1] Ishtar.)

Eye disease against her eyes,

Disease of the side against her side,

Foot-dissase * against her foot,

Heart disease against her heart,

Head-disease ** against her head,

Agninst her whole being, against (her entire body [ 1])."

After the lady Ishtar had gone down into the land of no return,

* 1t is appropriate for Ishtar, as the goddess who presides over
the new life, to have her girdle studded with birth-stones, 1.¢,, stones
that have the power to secure an easy delivery for women. The
“hirth-girdle®! appears elsewhere in folk enstoms.

* Literally ** the garment of the pudenda of the body."

# The two sisters fly at each other in & rage

 The god or demon of pestilence.

" The discases are personified through demons supposed to be
their canse,

* Rhenmatism,

e Povers and headaches.
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The bull did net mount the cow, the ass approached not the
ghe-ass,

To the maid in the street, no man drew mear,

The man slept in his apartment,

The maid slept by herself.”

The gradual disrobing of Ishtar, her ornaments and
ents being taken away as she passes from one gate
to the other, symbolizes the gradual decay of nature
after the summer has waned until at last Ishtar enters
the lower world naked, and cold, bare winter has set in.
1t is a time when not only nature seems dead, but when
among animals and men all desire for new life ceases,
Copulation among animals has stopped, and even the
sexual passion among men is stilled—to symbolize the
interruption in the course of things on earth. The gods
mourn the departure of Ishtar from the surface of the
earth and devise plans for her return that life may not
perish altogether. The second half of the poem con-
tinues as follows:

"The countenance of Papsukal, the messenger of the great gods
fell, his face (was troubled).
In mourning garbs he was clothed, in soiled garments elad.
Shamash '°* went to Sin, his father, weeping,
In the presence of Ea, the king, he went with flowing tears,
*Ishtar has descended into the earth and has not eome up.
The bull does not mount the cow, the ass does not approach the
she-nss
The mun does not approach the meid in the sireet,
The mun sleeps in his apartment,
The maid sleeps by hersell.’
Ea in the wisdom of his heart formed a being,'™
He formed Asu-shu-namir,'** the eunuch.
*Go, Asu-shu-namir, to the land of no return direct thy face!
The seven gates of the land without return be opened before thee,

181 ¢ ¢, the sun-gpod.

102 Zikru, “'a male."’

¥ The name signifies ‘‘His exit is resplendent’'—clearly a
symbolical allusion to the rising sun of the springtime.
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May Ereshkigal st sight of thee rejoicel

After her heart has been assusged, her liver quieted,

Invoke against her the name of the great gods,

Raise thy head, direct (thy) attention to the khalsiku skin. '™

' Come, Iady, let them give me the khalsiku skin, that I may drink
water ontof it."

When Ereshkigal heard this, she struck her side, bit her finger,

‘Thou hast expressed a wish that cannot be granted.

Go, Asu-shu-namir, 1 curse thes with a great curse,

The sweepings of the gutters of the ity be thy food,

The drains of the eity be thy drink,

The shadow of the wall be thy nbode,

The thresholds be thy dwelling-place ;

Drunkard and sot strike thy cheek !’ **

Ereshkigal opened her mouth and spoke,

To Namtar, her messenger, she addressed herself.

‘Go, Namtar, knock at the strong palaes,'™

Strike the threshold of precious stones,

Bring out the Anunnaki, seat (them) on golden thrones.

Sprinkle Ishtar with the waters of life and take her out of my
presence,” "

The gods at the instance of Ea thus form a plan to re-
lease Ishtar, demanding of Ereshkigal to give the mes-
senger of Ea, the eunuch Asu-shu-namir, the skin (1)
out of which he is to drink, and thus to secure the power
to feteh Ishtar out of the nether world. Ereshkigal sees
through the strategy, and in her rage curses Asu-shu-
namir, but, nevertheless, realizing that Ishtar must be
released proceeds to do so of her own free will and in
her own way, by asking the messenger Namtar to
sprinkle the goddess with water of life, that when thus
filled with new vigor, Ishtar may pass through the
seven gates encompassing the palace of the nether world

4 An phsetire word—perhaps tha name of some kind of a bag,
made of skin, containing the waters of life.

e g the lowest of the low show their contempt for thee.

14 Or “the just palace’’ where the Anunnski, the minor groap
of gods, dwell, acting as judges of the dead.
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and at each gate receive back the ornaments and gar-
ments that she was obliged to leave there. The gradual
resuseitation of nature after the imprisonment is thus
symbolized, until when the last gate is passed, Ishtar
emerges into the world in all her beauty and glory. The
poem confinues as follows:

""Namtar went, knocked at the strong palace,

Tapped on the threshold of precious stones.

He brought out the Anunnaki and placed them on golden thrones,

He sprinkled Ishtar with the waters of life and took hold of her.

Throngh the first gate he led her out and returned to her her loin
eloth,

Through the second gate he led her out and returned to her the
spangles of her hands and fect.

Through the third gate he led her out and returned to her the
girdle of her body, studded with birth-stones,

Through the fourth gate he led her out and returned to hor tha
ornaments of her breast,

Through the fifth gate he led her out and returned to her her
necklace,

Through the sixth gate he led her out and returned to her her
ear-rings.

Through the seventh gate he led her out and returned to her
the large erown for her head.”"

The following lines are in the form of an address—
apparently to some one who has sought release for a
dear one from the portals of the lower world.

** *Tf she (so. Ishtar) will not grant thes her release,'*”
To Tammuz, the lover of her youth**
Pour out pure waters, (pour out) fine oil ;
With » festival garment deck him *** that he may play on the flute
of lapis lazuli,
4 6., the release of the loved one through the mediation of
Ishtar,
19% 2., Ishtar's lover,
109 ¢ deck Tammuz's statue with a festival garment.
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That the votaries *'* (may cheer) his liver,** ’

Belili ** had (gathered) the treasure,

With precions stones filled her bosom( 1),

When Belili heard the lament of her brother, (she dropped [1])
hor treasure,

She seattersd the precious stones (before her[1]).

‘0 my ounly Lrother do not let me perish!

On the day when Tammuz plays for me on the flute of lapis Iazuli,
playing it for me with the porphyry ring.

Together with him, play ye for me, ye weepers and lamenting
women | 42

That the dead may rise up and inhale the incense." '’

The closing lines are obscure. We lack the key to
their interpretation, but it is a plausible conjecture that
the poem, composed for and perhaps sung at the festi-
val of Tammuz, when, as the prophet HEzekiel (8, 14)
tells us, it was the custom of women to wail for the lost
Tammuz, closed with instructions to those who in com-
memorating the departure of Tammuz thought of their
own dead, who like 1shtar ““had gone to the land of no
return,” to turn in prayer to Tammuz, pour out liba-
tions of pure water and oil to him, honor him that he
may at least regale the dead by letting them hear the
sound of his magic flute. There is a reference here fo
some rite on Tammuz day—which was also a time of
commemorating the dead in general. Perhaps the six
lines beginning with ** Belili” represent a Tammuz lam-
entation of which we have quite a number,*** to be sung
at the Tammusz festival, with the last line as expressing
the hope that the dead will be for a time at least re-

11 Shamkhito, one of the elass of votaries, attached to the [shtar
cult. Secabove, p. 807,

M1 {g., his spirit.

112 Sister of Tammuz.

112 The professional mourners who sing the lament for the dead,
to the secompaniment of musical instruments.

1 Qe Zimmern, Sumerisch-Babylonische Tammuszlioder (Be-
richte dér Phil. Hist. Klasse der Kgl. Saechs. Akad,, d. Wiss,, vol.
lix, pp 201-252).
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vivified by the song and by the incense. If this nterpre-
tation is justified, the poem would thus hold out a faint
hope for some joys for the unhappy dead in their dark
and gloomy prison.

Iv
‘UBar, Dawg s oe Mesay”'

Gilgamesh in the course of his wanderings to seek
healing from a fatal disease with which he has been
smitten by the goddess Ishtar '® comes to a maiden,
Sabitu,'® pictured as dwelling by the sea. In the tenth
tablet of the Epic he is deseribed as arriving at the sea
with *his strength exhausted and his countenance
fallen."” Sabitu asks him as to the cause of his dejec-
tion, and in reply Gilgamesh speaks of his exploits with
Enkidu, how they together overcame the tyrant Khum-
baba, and how they offended Ishtar by killing the divine
bull,*** and how in revenge Enkidn had been snatched
away, while Gilgamesh himself is obliged to go in
search of life, which be feels to be ebbing away. Aec-
cording to one version, Gilgamesh addresses Sabitu as
follows: *** -

1f Sen above, p. 444, seq. 1t is Gilgamesh, the personification of
the sun-god, who thus appears in the rile of Tammuz stricken by
Ishtar, the goddess of vegetation; he is the waning sun, approaching
the period when naturs lies down to winter’s sleep,

118 Sabitn appears to be an appellative, perhaps ‘'the maid of
Sabu’’; another name is Siduri, which likewise has the force of
“muid.”" The loeality deseribed in Sabitn is regarded by some

as sonthern Arabia,

118 This address and Sabitu’s answer are found in a fragment,
of Mithraism. See Cumont, Mysteries of Mithra (Chicago, 1910).

1% This address and Sabitu’s answer is found in a fragment,
dating from the Hammurspi period (e. 2100 B.C.) published by
Moissner, Ein Althabylonisches Fragment des Gilgameschapos ( Mit-
teilungen der Vorderasintischen Gessellschaft VII, No. 1, Leipzig,
1002). In this version both the nume of Gilgamesh and of his
companion are written in different fashion from the forms in which
they sppear in the main version.

sabitlt 2
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“Eakidu ** whom I deeply loved,
Who with me undertook all kinds of different (tasks),
Has gone to the fate of mankind,
Day and night I weep for him,
T did not (want to) destine him for the grave.
A god saw (him) and came &t my ery.'™
Seven dnys and seven nights,
Like s worm he lay on his face
After which he was no more,
(And) 1 like a vagabond wander about in the wildernesa.
Naw that I see thy face, O Sabitu,
The death that I feared I do not see,’**

Gilgamesh’s hope is revived for the moment, now
that he has at last reached the dwelling-place of Sabitu,
from whom he expeets aid and consolation. He is
doomed to disappointment.

*‘Sabitu speaks to him, to Gilgamesh.
‘0 Gilgamesh, why dost thou run in all directions?
The life that thou seekest thou wilt not find.
When the gods created mankind,
They determined death for mankind;
Life thev kept in their hands.
Thow, O Gilgamesh, Gl thy belly,
Day and night be thou merry,
Daily arrange a merry-making,
Day nnd night be joyous and content!
Let thy garments be pure’™

119 Finkidy is stricken, and despite Gilgamesh's hope that his
friend may not be taken away and his appeal to a god, the friend
languishes for a week and then dies

199 { o, “'at my appeal,’’ but though the god comes, he affords no
help.

11 Aoeording to the main version of the Epic in the form as
found in the fragments of Ashurbanapal's library. Gilgamesh asks
Sabitu to help him sail seross the seain order to reach Utnapishtim.

2 (Jlugn garments are a sign of joy, a= soiled garments (above,
p. 457) are & symbol of mourning.
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Thy head be washed, wash thyself with water!
Regard the little one ' who takes hold of thy hand,

Enjoy the wife (lying) in thy bosom," "

The advice is not unlike some of the utterances in
the Biblical book of Ecelesiastes, the resemblance ex-
tending even fo a similarity of phrases, as, for
example,™!

*‘Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a
merry heart, Let thy garments be nlways white, let thy head not
lnck cintment. Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest."*

It was a natural philosophy of life for a people who
looked forward not to extinetion of life as the Nirvana
of Buddha, but to a continuation of consciousness after
death under most depressing conditions—imprisoned
in a dark and gloomy cave, there to lie forever deprived
of all activity and of all joys. Despite this material-
istie view—or perhaps in consequence of it—the Baby-
lonians and Assyrians did not fail to emphasize also the
higher aspeects of life, duties towards one’s fellows, a
proper consideration for the weak and helpless; and
from this level they rose still higher to an appreciation
of such virtues as purity of heart, self-restraint in
anger, and the obligations of piety.'** It may be proper
to add, by way of illustration, a specimen from a col-
lection of moral maxims of which we have a number in
the library of Ashurbanapal

122 g e, your child.

19 Eee. 9, 7-9.

18 Sen further Jastrow, Aspects of Religious Belief and Practice
in Babylonia and Assyria (New York, 1911), p. 375 seq; and on
the relation between Hebrew and Babylonian Ethies, the author's
Hebrew and Babylonion Tradilions (New York, 1914), Chapter V.
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v
Maxins or Coxpuor

In a text of this character we read: '™

""Thou shalt not slander—speak what is purel
Thou shalt not speak evil—speak kindly !
He who slanders and speaks evil,
Shamash *= will visit it on thy head.
Do not speak boastfully—guard thy lip;
H in anger—do not speak out.
Speaking in anger, thou shalt regret it later;
And in silence nurse thy sadness.
Approach thy god daily,
( Offering) sacrifice and prayer with pure ineenss,
Befare thy god have & pure heart!
Prayer, request and prostration,
Render him each morning,
So that with the help of (thy) god thou wilt flourish.
Learn wisdom from the tablet.***
Fear (of god) begets favor,
Oering increases life,
Prayer brings forgiveness of sin.
He who fears the gods will not ery (in vain [7]).
He who fears the Anunnaki *** will lengthen hiz days,
Speak not evil of thy friend and companion,
Do not speak meanly—speak what is kindly |
If thou prﬂmmrsl. [gwe what lhl:m hast prummed [1]}
Do not oppress thum““ :yumunlly
His god will be angry with one for this;

8 Cyneiform Texts, XIII, PL 29-30, and Macmillan, Some
Cuneiform Tablets Bearing on the Religion of Babylonia and
Assyria, No. I1 (Beitrage ziir Assyriologie, Vol. V, pp. 531-712).

221 The god of Justice. Above, p. 204, s0q.

2% Ag wa wonld say *‘lewm from books ™

2% Here nsed as a synonym for the gods in general, though more
commonly designating a group of minor deitica. See p. 451, note
76.

1% Perhaps the members of the household nre meant. The pre-
eeding lines being defective, the context naturally is not altogether

eloar,
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It is not pleasing to Shamash—he will requite with evil
@ive food to eat, wine to drink,

Seek what is right, avoid (what is wrong [1])

This is pleasing to ane's god,

Pleasing to Shamash—he will requite it.

Be helpful and kind (to the servant [1])

The maid in the house (do thou protect [ 1])."

VI
Basviostan-Assyriaw Pravens

The same spirit is to be found in the prayers em-
bodied in inseriptions of Babylonian-Assyrian rulers,"*
even if the same high ethical plane is mot always
reached. For the older period we have a prayer ad-
dressed by Gudea,”** the ruler of Lagash (c. 2450 B.c.),
on the oeeasion of his decision to build a temple in honor
of Ningirsu, the chief god of Lagash, in response to a
dream in which he is called upon to erect a sacred
edifice.”™
**Q Warrior, powerful lion, without & rival,

O Ningirsu, (ruling?) the deep,

Thou who art ruler of Nippur,

0 Warrior, whose orders whatever they may be, may I carry out;

0 Ningirsu, thy temple 1 wish to build,

Thy decrees I propose to carry out,

May thy sister  the elild of Eridu,'®

Who gives proper counsel,

The queen who interprets the oracles of the gods,

May thy goddess Nind, the sister of Sirara-shum-ta'** place her
foot in har bark. ™ 7

1 A translation of most of snch prayers will be found in the
author’s Religion Babyloniens wnd Assyriens, I, pp. 394420,

152 Above, p. 187, #eq.

13 Thyrean-Dangin, Sumerisch-Akkadische Konigsinschriften,
p. 90-91.

14 The goddess Nind.

228 [ o the daughter of En, the god of Eridu. See above, p, 210

% An epithet of Ningirs.

7 [ g, be favorsble to me,

a0
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The same Gudea prays to Bau,"”® the consort of

Ningirsu, as follows: **
“0 my queen, daughter of the shining heaven '**

Who gives proper counsel, who oceupies the first rank in heaven,

Who grants life to the land,

Thou art the queen, the mother who has established Lagash ;

The people on whom thou lookest is rich in power,

The worshipper on whom thou lookest—his life is prolonged.

1 have no mother—thou art my mother;

T have no father—thon art my father,

My father . . . in a holy place thou hast produced me,
My goddess Bau thou knowest what is good.

Thou hast given me the breath of life,
Under the protection of my mother, in thy shadow I will rever-
ently dwell,”"

Particularly impressive are the prayers attached to
the inseriptions of the Neo-Babylonian rulers, Nebopol-
assar and his son Nebuchadnezzar. On the completion of
his palace in Babylon the latter prays to Marduk, god
of Babylon and head of the pantheon, as follows:'**
“As my precious life, do I love thy sublime sppesrance! Out-

gide of thy eity Babylon, I have not selected among all settlements
any dwelling. Sinee I love the fear of thy divindiy, and am
zealous for thy rule, be gracious to my prayer, hear my appeal,
for 1 am the King who adorns thee (ie¢,, thy temple), who rejoices
thy heart, the thoughtful governor who beautifies all thy settle-
ments. At thy command, O mereifnl Marduk, may the house that
1 have built endure forever, msy I be satiated with ifs splendar,
attain old age therein, with abundant offspring, and receive there-
in tribute of the kings of ull regions, from all mankind.

-

128 flo pddresses her ss Ga-tum-dug. See above, p. 466, and
PL XL, Fig. 8.

1% Thureau-Dangin ¢, p. 92-93,

10 { 4., a5 the consart of the sun-god, Bau is also the daughter of
Anu, the god of heaven.

4 Rawlinson, 1, PL 68, Col. IX, 47-X, 19. The opening lines
are similar to the prayver translated above, p. 216.
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On his completion of the temple at Sippar, the same
king dedicates the edifice by a prayer to Shamash, the
sun-god,'** who, it will be recalled,** is preéminently
the god of justice and righteousness.

“0 Shamash, great lord, on entering joyfully thy brilliant'*
temple, E-barra, look on my precious handiwork! Thy lips pro-
claim grace for me! By thy just *** command, may I have plenty
of offspring. Grant me & life of long days and a firm throne,
May my rule®** stretch out into eternity, with a just sceptre,
with good role. Adorn my kingdom forever with a legitimate
staff of authority, bringing salvation to maokind, Proteet my
troops with strong weapons against the attack Answer me
aright, O Shamash, through thy judicial decision and oracle.

At thy suprems, unchangeable command, may my sharp weapons
advanea and overcome the weapons of my enpmies.""

It was usually at the close of their inscriptions that
the rulers added these appeals to grant long life, hap-
piness and plenty of offspring; and the custom was
continued by the Persian and Greek rulers whose
prayers are modelled on those of the Neo-Babylonian
rulers, with merely slight variations. Somewhat more
original are the prayers of Assyrian rulers, though here,
too, conventionality leads to certain phrases which one
ruler copies from the other.

Esarhaddon, the king of Assyria (680-669 n.c.), to-
wards the eloze of a long inscription sefting forth his
activity as a builder and restorer of temples and palaces
in Babylonia and Assyria, inserts a long prayer ad-
dressed to all his gods: 7

12 Ball, Proceedings of the Society of Biblicnl Archmology,
Vol. xi, p. 127, Col. 11 ; 32-111, 30.

14 Above, p. 203,

18 With a play on E-barra, which signifies the **brilliant house."’

143 Note the constant play throughout the prayer on ''justice,’*
“right’ ete. as the attributes of Shamnsh,

1885 ¢, my dynasty.

16t Meigsner-Rost, Bauinschriften Asorhaddon's (Beitrige mr
Assyriologie, ITI, p. 253.)
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' May the gods, my helpers, look joyfully on my pious works and in
the fidelity of their heart bless the kingdom. May my priestly
seed *** prevail forever as the foundation of E-sagila mnd of
Babylon. May the kingdom be beneficial to mankind like the
plant of 1lifa]1?"* May I rule ths peopls according to law and
justice! May I attain a ripe old age, have offspring, be satinted
with a fulness of life, with days well filled! May I extend my
family, gather a large household and spread my posterity, may
the offshoot flourish! May the foundation of my priestly throne
be gs firm g2 a rock! May my tule stand like heaven end earth|
In joy and jubilation, in happiness, with beaming countenance
and in chesrfulness may I daily wander! A kind fate;, a favor-
able fortune aceompany me during my rule, protecting my priestly
rank]| "ne

Of a more direct and specific character is a prayer

of his successor, King Ashurbanapal (668-626 ».c.),
who in the course of his campaign against an inveterate
enemy, Teumman, king of Elam, who gave Assyria a
great deal of trouble'™ appeals to the goddess Ishtar
for victory over Teumman. The mighty king humbles
himself before his gods, realizing that without their
help no battle ean be won, no victory gained. At the
same time the king veices his bitterness against his
enemy and makes the direct appeal to the goddess to
erush Teumman. '™

Y0 lady of Arbelal’™ I am Ashurbanapal, the king of Assyria,
the ereasure of thy hands, (eslled by) the father who produced

1% 5 g, his family. The kings of Assyria originally were priests
of Ashur and retain priestly functions through all periods of the

Engdom,

14 A play upon Babylon which is often designated ns the **abode
of life.””

10 The king thus indicates his double status as secular chief
ani as priest.

1 See above, p. 179 and p, 406, seq., and the illustration, Plate

LXI, Fig. 2.

s Cylinder B. Col. V, 30-49 (Geo, Smith, History of Assur-

bamapal, pp, 120-122),

35 One of the titles of Ishtar.
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thee ™ to revew the temples of Assyria and to build up the
eities of Babylonia. (In humility [1]) have I directed my
thonghts towards thy holy sites, concerned for the honor (of thy
divinity ), whereas this Tewmman, the king of Hlam, who does
not honor the gods (vilifies me [1]).* But I (sppeal to thee),
thou goddess of goddesses, queen of battle, lady of battles; princess
of the gods . . . to intercede for me with Ashur, the father
who produced thee, (for Teumman) has put his host in array
for battle, has gathered his weapons to proceed to Assyria. Thon,
warrior among the gods like a . . |, drive against him in the
midst of battle and destroy him by & mighty storm, an evil wind.””

VII
PrxrTeENTIAL PRarus

The deep emotions aroused through the current be-
liefs regarding the relationship between gods and wor-
shippers receive an impressive illustration in a class of
prayers in which the sense of human weakness and the
confession of guilt find an expression. While the econ-
ception of =in never rose beyond the point of one’s be-
coming conscious of a wrong committed through some
misfortune, affecting the country or the individual,
yet within this limit we find the spirit of contriteness
touchingly brought out, and the appeal to the angered
god or goddess as eloquently made as in the finest of the
Biblical Psalms. While the penitent in the specimens
at our disposal *** is in most if not in all cases the king
speaking at times for himself and at times for the
whole people of which he is the representative, stand-
ing close to the gods by virtue of his august position,
this is due in part to the aceident of the provenance of

H The god Ashur.

188 Toxt defective. From another passape we kmow that Teum-
mun ealled Ashurbanspal *insane,'" i.e, one possessed by & demon,
whirh was & bitter insult.

18 See translations of most of them in Jastrow, Beligion Baby-
loniens und Assyriens, 11, pp. 76-116. See also above, p. 194, seq.,
and 234 seq. .
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the material from the official archives of the temple or
the palace. To be sure, worship in Babylonia and As-
syria always partook largely of an official state c¢har-
acter, but on the other hand, there is plenty of evidence
that the needs of the individual were also eonsidered.
In general, it was in the case of public misfortune—a
defeat, a pestilenee, the failure of erops or devastation
through storms—that the anger of the gods was felt.
For all that, the form of expression even on such oe-
easions is often distinctly personal, and we are per-
mitted to conclude that the individual likewise, when
through illness or through some misfortune he became
conscious of the divine anger, repaired to the temple
to ascertain, perhaps through some form of divina-
tion, what god he had offended. There with the aid of
the priest and with appropriate ceremonies he would
seek to purify himself from sin and secure divine for-
giveness. The sin itself may have been a veal trans-
gression or a ceremonial omission or mishap, No dis-
tinetion was drawn down to the latest periods between
the two kinds of guilt, but with due recognition, like-
wise, of this limitation, the intensity of the emotions
aroused by the sense of guilt is in no way affected. The
priest acts in these outpourings of the penitents as the
mediator, bringing the appeal to the gods and empha-

sizing it by his own endorsement of it. In most of the
specimens, therefore, the penitent and priest are intro-
duced alternately. So, for example, in the following
psalm addressed to a goddem‘“

Penitent.
*'{ Look graciously) on the prostration of living beings!
(1), thy servant, full of sighs ery to thee,
The appeal of him who has sinned, do thou accept !
If thou lookest on & man, that man lives,
O almighty lady of mankind,
Merciful otie to whom it is good to turn, accept my petition!*

®T Rawlinson, IV®, 20%* Np, 5.
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Priest,
‘*Becanse his god and his goddess ™™ are
Angry with him, he cries to thee,
(Turn thy countenance to him), take hold of his hand "

Penitent.

““Except thee, there is no guiding deity,
Faithfully look on me, accept my petition,
Speak ‘Atonement is granted,’ may thy liver be asmaged |
How long yet, O my lady! Turn thy eountenanes to me!
As a dove 1 moan, satiated with sighs.""

Priest.
*"With woe and pain, his spirit is full of sighs,
Tears he weeps, he breaks forth in lament.”

In another eomposition of this character, the priest
as mediator sets forth in detail the sufferings of the
penitent, who appears to have been strieken with a pain-
ful disease.'™

Priest.
**{Loosen) his fettera, relense his honda,
(In mf-rnr:r[!]} look on the one bound!

(His heart is full of) mlaery and {wue}

Sickness, guffering, misery and distress,

Whieh have befallen him hnve weakened his sighing.
Those **° who hsve overcome him have silenced his plaint.
He has sinned and weeps bitterly belore thee.

His spirit *** is depressed, be is consumed before thee.

" The priest often refers thus indefinitely to a god or goddess
who has shown his or her disfavor. Usually the special proteeting
deity of the individual is meant. At times, however, the indsfinite-
ness indicates an uncertainty as to which one of the deities has been
offended.

i= Rawlimson, IV? PL 54, No. 1.

19 The demons of sickness, eto., have so weakened m that he is
no longer able to voiee his complaint.

182 Ljterally “'his liver."
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Overpowered by tears that stream like a rainstorm,

Entirely overcome he gits a8 one no longer living,

Like & mourner he breaks forth in lamentation,

By imploring he manifests his misery,

What has my lord decided and planned in regard to his servant?
May his *** mouth proclaim what I do not know.""

Penitent.
‘‘Many are my sins which T have committed,
May T escape this (misfortune), may I be rescued from this dis-
ml”

Priest.

“*May the (sin and) misdeed be covered up . . .
With distorted countenance, robbed of light, he is utterly erushed.
Because of thy misdeed thy hands are tied,
Whether he wiil release thee, I do not koow, "'

The penitent sinmer is compared to one languish-
ing in prison, tied hand and foot, deprived of light.
We may assume that accompanying the prayer were
some exorcising rites to drive out the evil demons that
had taken possession of him. The inquiry of the god,
through some process of divination, to ascertain
whether the sufferer will be relieved, appears to have
led to a doubtful answer ; and, accordingly, we find the
priest proceeding to a second appeal, again with certain
rites and accompanied presumably by a further inquiry.

Not infrequently the penitent asserts that he is not
aware of the deed for which he has been punished, nor
what god or goddess he has offended. Misfortune or
sickness, however, has come, with the inevitable con-
clusion that some god is angry for some wrong—cere-
monial or ethical—eommitted. So in the course of a
lamentation psalm,*® too long to quote in full, the peni-
tent exclaims:

152 Je., the god's
19 Rawiinson, IV*, PL 10,
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“‘The transgression that I bave committed, I know not,

The gin that 1 bave committed 1 know not,

The unclean that I have eaten 1 know not,

The impure on which I have trodden I know not;

The lord in the anger of his heart has looked on me,

The god in the wrath of his heart has encireled me;

The goddess who is angry sgainst me hes made me like one dis-
vased.'™

A god, whoever he may be,'** has oppressed me,

A goddess, whoever she may be, haa bronght misery on me.

1 sought for help, but no one took me by the hand;

I eried but no one approached my side;

1 broke forth in eries, but no one heard me.

Full of grief 1 am overpowered, I dare not look up.

To my mereiful god *® I turn, imploringly,

The feet of my goddess I kiss, [ toueh;

To the god, whoever he may be, (I turn imploringly).

O lord, (turn thy countenance to me, nccept my petition) |

0 goddess, (look in mercy on me, accept my petition) !

God, whoever he may be, (turn thy countenance to me, accept nmy
petition)) !

Goddess, (whoever she may be), look in merey on me, accept niy
petition |

How long yet, O my god |—may thy heart be assuaged!

How long yet, O my goddess—may thy liver be quieted !

God, whoever he may be—may the wrath of thy heart return to
its placal

Goddess, whoever she may be,—may thy hestile heart return to
its placel™

The penitent closes with some general reflections on
the stubbornness and senselessness of mankind.

s Mankind is stubborn, no one has understanding,
As many as there are—who knows anythingf
Whether they do shameful acts or good anes—no one has under-
standing.
O lord, do not cast thy servant

104 [ o like one possessed by & demon of sickness.
108 Literally *'known or unknown."
198 The penitent tarns to his special protecting god and goddess.
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Into the waters of the marsh! Take hold of his hand |

The sin that I may have committed, turn to grace |

The transoression that I may have committed,

May the wind ecarry off.

Tear wsunder my many misdeeds like o garment

O my god, my transgressions are seven times seven,' forgive my
transgressions.

O my goddess, my transgressions are seven times seven, forgive
my transgressions!

0 god, whoever he may be, my transgressions are seven times
seven, forgive me my transgressions!

O goddess, whoever she may be, my transgressions are seven times
seven, forgive me my transgressions|

Forgive my transgressions that I mey in homility serve thee!

May thy heart like the heart of & mother return to its place ! **

Like the heart of & mother who has given hirth, (the heart of) a
father who has begotten—return to its place!"

VIII

Toe Provs SUFFERER

The sense of guilt as expressed in the penitential
laments leads naturally to the problem as to the cause of
suffering in this world endured by those who are not
conscious of any wrong-deing. We have seen how the
penitent himself confesses at times that he does not
know what deity he has offended, which implies that he
also does not know wherein his guilt consists. The
impossibility of fathoming the ways of the gods is sug-
gested in the frequent outburst of despair ‘“how long,
how long yet, O lord,” introduced at times like a refrain
. in the appeal for forgiveness and release, as well as in
such utterances that no one really has certain knowl-
edge—'‘no one has understanding.””** This thought
carried further leads to a doubt whether the gods have
the same standards as prevail in human society. At

13 4e., Aré very many.
14 e, be as before, revonciled and grasious,
e Abave, p, 473,
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least the question is raised, and in the face of the fact, too
evident to be concealed, that the wicked often Hourish
in this world, whereas those who lead blameless lives are
weighed down with sickriess, distress, and misfortune
of all kinds, there must have been many a thinker who
ed with the problem that lies at the basis of the
Biblical Book of Job—the reason for the existence of
evil in a world controlled by powers who are supposed
to be kindly disposed. The pious Babylonian had an
answer ready at hand. The gods were kind and gracious
as long as one did not offend them, but there were the
demons lurking everywhere, ready to pounce on their
vietims unawares—particularly the demons of the vari-
ous diseases that destroy one’s vitality. But the further
question would still arise—why do the gods, superior
to the demons, allow the latter to maim at will and strike
the guilty and guiltless alike, and why are those whose
wickedness is apparent permitted to escape?

The tragedy of life, with its woes and hardships, and
the impossibility of penetrating the mysteries of the
universe, are brought out with considerable force in a
composition, Babylonian in origin, which has come
down to us in several fragments from the library of
Ashurbanapal and from the literary section of the
temple at Sippar.'™ The poem, for such it is, is in the
form of a lament of an individual Tabi-utul-Enlil, whose
home is Nippur and who appears to have been a ruler in

7 The popularity of this valuable composition is indieated
by portions of no less than three copies that we have of ths
text smong the fragments of Ashurbanapal's library published,
Rawlinson, IV (2d ed.), PL 60, as well as a commentary to the text,
Rawlinson, V, PL 47, explaining certain terms and phrases. Two
fragments were also found at Sippar for the publieation of which, as
well as for further details, see Jostrow, * A Babylonian Parallel to
Story of Job'' (Journal of Biblical Literature, Vol. XXV, pp. 135-
101) ; Martin, ‘Le Juste Souffrant Babylonien'" (Journal Asiatigue,
July-August, 1910) and Landersdorffer, Eine Babylonische Quelle
fiir das Buch Hivb? (Freiburg, 1911).
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that place.)” He speaks of himself as obedient to the
gods, concerned for his salvation, careful in his doings,
and yet, despite all this, he has been smitten with painful
disease affecting every part of his body, for which he
ean find no relief, and the eause of which he has been un-
ahle to aseertain. He is not eonscious of guilt, and the
priests to whom he applied offered neither help nor
consolation. The story is made the oceasion of philo-
sophical reflections on the fate of man, on his helpless-
ness in suffering and his weakness in combating the ills
to which human flesh is heir. These reflections consti-
tute the value of the composition, and give it an excep-
tional place among the productioms of Babylonian
literature. Unfortimately it is only preserved in part.
It consisted of four tablets of approximately 120 lines
each, but of the total only about cne-third are preserved
and many of these lines are imperfect. Fortunately,
by a careful study it is possible to follow the general
course of the composition. The preserved portions,
moreover, include two passages which belong to the
finest specimen of Babylonian literature, noteworthy
both in thought and in eloquent diction.

In the first tablet,”® beginning with the praise of
“lord of wisdom ' —originally no doubt Enlil of Nippur,
but transferred in the course of further redaction to
Marduk, the head of the later Babylonian pantheon,
we have a description of the evil that has overwhelmed
Tabi-utul-Enlil which reads, so far as preserved, as
follows: ™

1" The name signifies “‘good is the loin (ie, protection) of
Enlil."*

5 0nly 10 intelligible lines of the first tablet are preserved
through the commentary (V. Rawlinson, PL 47, to which we can
add s an eleventh the opening line ““I will praise the lord of
wisdom," derived from the eolophon to & copy of a portion of the
2nd tablet.

¥ Conjeetural restrictions of the text are placed in parentheses.
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s (My eyeballs he obscured, bolting them as with) s lock
(My ears he bolted), like those of a deafl person.
A king—I have been changed into a slave,
As & madman (my) companions malirest ma,
Send me help from the pit dog (for me) |
At the ery of my lament, open a hole for him (1)
By dey—deep sighs, at night—weeping,
The month—eries, the year—distress.”

The second tablet opens with a reflection on the sad-
ness of life’s experiences and the difficulty of penetrat-
ing the ways of the gods to ascertain how to please

them ; and as in the case of Job, the reflections are inter-
spersed with laments about his own forlorn condition.

“1 had reached and passed the allotted time of life;
Whithersoever I turned—evil upon evil,
Misery had increased, justice was gone,
1 eried to my god, but he did not show me his eountenance;
1 prayed to my goddess, but she did not raise her head.
The diviner-priest could not determine the future by an inspee-
tion,
The necromancer did not through an offering justify my suit,
The zakiku-priest *™ 1 appealed to, but he revealed nothing.
The ehief exoreiser did not by (his) rites relesse me from the ban
The like of this had never been seen;
Whithersoever I turned, trouble was in pursnit.” -
His punishment seems inexplicable to him, as he pro-
ceeds to set forth how he always endeavored to perform
his duties towards the gods and men punetiliously.

' Ag though 1 had not always set aside the portion for the god,
And had not invoked the goddess at the meal,
Had not bowed my face, and brought my tribute,
As though I were one in whose mouth supplication and prayer
were not constant,

¥4 Meaning *himself."’
1% An oracle priest.
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Who had set aside the day of the god,’™ neglected the new-moon
festival,

Been negligent, spurned their images,

Not taught his people fear and reverence,

Not invoked his god, eaten of his (sc, the god's) food ™

Neglected his goddess, and did not offer to her a libation,

With the oppressor who has forgotten his lord,

Who has profaned the sacred name of his god, am I rated.

( Whereas) 1 thought only of supplication and prayer;

Praver wos my practice, sacrificing my law,

The day of worship of the gods the joy of my heart,

The day of devotion to the goddess more (to me) than rickes;

Royal prayer,—that was my joy;

Its celebration,—my delight.

I taught my country to guard the name of the god,

To honor the name of the goddess 1 sccustomed my people.

The glorifiestion of the king I made like unto that of & god,*™

And in the fear of the palace I instructed the people.

I thought that such things were pleasing to a god.""

Despite all this, the pious ruler was smitten with dis-
ease and accordingly he indulges in the gloomy thought
that the ways of the gods are mysterious. Omne can
never be certain of pleasing them. The fate of man is
uncertain. Joy changes to grief suddenly, and appar-
ently without cause or reason.

'What, however, secmns good to oneself, to & god is displeasing,
What is spurned by oneself finds favor with a god;
Who is there that can grasp the will of the gods in heaven?
The plan of a god full of mystery (1)—who can understand it?
How can mortals learn the way of a god !
He who was alive yesterday is dead to-day;
In an instant he is cast into grief, of & sudden he is erashed ;
For a moment he sings and plays,
“-'iu’-p thﬂ fﬂﬁﬂl—
7 Tabooed food,
i"™ Note the charasteristically Babylonian view of the king as
demanding homage, only second to that aecorded to the gods.
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In & twinkling he wails like a mourner.

Like opening and closing,™ their (se. mankind's) spirit changes;

1f they are hungry they are like a corpse,

Have they had enongh, they consider themselves equal to their
god ;

1f things go well, they prate of mounting to heaven,

1f they are in distress, they speak of descending into Irkalla, ™ **

The sufferer reverts to his sufferings and describes
how the demons of disease have laid him low.

" An evil demon has come out of his (lair);
From yellowish, the sickness became white™
1t ** gtrock my neck and erushed my back,
It bent my high stature like a poplar;
Like a plant of the marsh, I was uprooted, thrown on my back.
Food beenme bitter and putrid,
The malady dragged on its course,
Though without food, hunger diminished (1) ;
The sap of my blood (he *** drained).
Nourishment was withheld . . .
My flesh was wasted, my body grew wan.
I took to my bed, unable to leave the couch.
The house became my prison ;
As fotters for my body, my hands were powerless,
Ag piniona for my person, my feet wera stretehed out,
My discomfiture was painful, the pain severe.
A strap of many twists has struck me,
A sharply-pointed spear picreed me.
All day the pursuer followed me,
At night he granted me no respite whatever,
As though wrenched, my joints were torn apart,
My limbs were shattered and rendered helpless.
In my stall I passed the night like an ox,
I was saturated like & gheep in my exerements;

1 Explained in the commentary “like day and night."'

4 One of the names of the nether world, See above, p, 454,
18 Tha color of his skin at first yellow becomes pale,

13 g g, the sickness.

3 ¢, the demon of disease.
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The disease of my joints bafled the chief exoreiser,

And my omens were obsoure to the diviner,

The exorciser could not interpret the character of my disease,

And the Hmit of my malady the diviner conld not fix,

No goid came to my aid, taking me by the hand,

No goddess had compassion for me, coming to my side.

The grave wes open, my burial prepared,

Though not yet dead, the lamentation was over,

The people of my land had already said *alsa’ over me ™

My enemy heard it and his face shone;

As the joyful tidings were announeed to him his liver rejoiced,

I knew it was the day when my whole family,

Resting under the protection of their deity would be in. dis-
m"l“

The sufferer, paralyzed, bed-ridden, totally helpless,
blind, deaf, unable to take food, racked with unceasing
pain, was thus brought to the brink of despair.®*® All
hope bad fled and his friends and family already
mourned him as dead.

The third tablet beginning

L His hand is heavy, T can no longer endure it, " **

evidently continued the plaint but soon passed on to an
account of a dream sent to the sufferer in which Ur-Bau,
described as *‘a strong hero decked with a crown'” ap-
pears and apparently gives lim a reassuring message
from Marduk '** that he will be released from his suffer-
ings. Itis to be regretted that this portion of the com-
position is so badly preserved, for it must have con-
tained the reason why Marduk decided to come to the
relief of the pious sufferer. We are left to conjecture
why, but it is plausible fo assume that Marduk is seized

1M Ag over & dead person.

12 Two pbscure lines, the general sense of which is that he felt
the end to be near.

% He is suffering from a variety of diseases—in fact from almost
every Ill that ean affeet a human being,

T Parnished by the colophon of the 2d tablet.

1% Originally, no doubt, Enlil again.
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with pity and reeognizes that Tabi-utul-Enlil did not
merit the punishment sent to him. Perhaps it was even
suggested that the sufferings were sent as a trial of his
piety, though this in default of direct evidence must not
be regarded as more than a conjecture. At all events,
Tabi-utul-Enlil is healed, and we are given a vivid pie-
ture of how, as a result of his final appeal to Marduk,
the demons of disease are driven away by a mighty
storm.
‘‘He sent a mighty storm to the foundation of heaven,
To the depths of the earth he drove it.
He drove back the evil demon into the abyss.3*
The nameless Ttukka he drove into his mountain house. 1
He confonnded Labartu,'™ foreing him back into the mountain,
On the tide of the sea ho swept away the ague,!™
He tore cut the root of my diseass like a plant.
The bad sleep,*™ (disturbing?) my rest, filled and darkening the
heavens as with mnoke,
The aches and groans like (those of) n lionm (1),
He stirred up as in a storm and filled the earth,
The violent headache ** which overthrows (the strong [1]),
He tore out , ., , and bathed me with the dew of the might,
My cyeballs which were covered with a veil of night
Through & mighty wind he drove away (se. the veil) and made
them shine brilliantly.
My ears which had been elosed and bolted as those of a deaf
person,

18 Apsu—here perhaps intended as a designation of the depths
of the earth whenee the demons rise up.

¢ Literally ‘‘his E-Kur''—here a designation of the dwelling-
place of the demons in the mountains,

1 (O the demons Utukdu and Labartu see above, p. 242,

183 Shuruppi ''chills and fever' here personified, as were all
diseases,

52 { g, the nightmare, also personified as a demon.

1 Again personified a5 in the medical texta. See above, p. 250,
pEq.

# Cataraot is meant

al
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He removed their deafness and opened their hearing.

My nose which through the force of the fever was choked up,

He healed the hurt so that T could breathe again.

My lips which had been closed through exhausted strength '™

He reduced their swelling (1) and loosened their bonds.

Mymmthwhinhhnﬂbnmmurﬁd.mthatﬂthdlﬂ!mnruj
(1 uttered sounds),

He purified, like copper he made it shins,

Mytmthwhichhndbunwhdmthntthym{pmd}
together,*" '

He opened a space between them and strengthened their baset**

The tongue which was swollen so that I could not move it,

He took sway its costing (1) so that speech retarned.

The throat which was compressed, closed up like that of a corpse,

He healed so that my breast resounded like a flute.

My spittle which had been shut off so that it eould not come
forth,'**

He loosened the bonds, opening them like a door.

To the opulent *° who had been reduced to starvation, enchained
like a guilty ome,

He brought food and provided drink.

My neck which had been twisted and bent low,

He made erect and like o cedar raised up.

He made my stature like one of perfect strength,

Like one released from a demon, he polished my nails.

e cured me of senrvy, hedled me of the iteh ( 1).

My knees that had been fettered like those of a bhird of the

gorge,""
My entire body he restored,

He wiped away the blemish, making it =% resplendent,

1% Ho was no longer able to open his mouth.

7 The teeth were pressed together as in lockjaw.

e fixed them firm in their sockets.

180 ks Job he was unable to swallow or spit out the saliva.

"Thnugbukingrithaﬂthinpnhhmmmﬂ,huiuwmd
like one dying of famine, since he could ot eat nor drink.

4 4 e he could not walk,

=3 ¢, the body,
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The oppressed stature regained its splendor,
On the banks of the stream where judgment is held over men
The brand of slavery was removed, the fetters taken off."

Thus one trace after the other of the complicated
series of diseases from which he was suffering was re-
moved till he was entirely restored to his former vigor.
The composition closes with the enforeement of the les-
gon never to despair of divine help.

“‘Let him who sins against E-sagila,™* let him learn from me,
Into the jaw of the lion, about to devour me, Marduk inserted &
hit:
Marduk has ssized the snare (1) of my pursuer, has encompassed
his lair.”

In this strain no doubt the poem continued to the
close—in illustration of the lesson to be derived from
Tabi-utul-Enlil’s terrible yet marvellous experience.
Like the Biblical poem, detailing Job's sufferings and
the discourse of the problem involved, our composition
ends in a kind of non sequitwr, The problem is not
solved, at least not to our satisfaction, for the just and
innocent continue to suffer. The consoclation, how-
ever, remains that the merey of the gods in the end
never fails. Even though one may be already in the
jaws of death, a god if he be so inelined as was Marduk
or as was Enlil, the god of Nippur, in the original form
of the story, can still save one. Though diviners and
exorcisers fail, Marduk can intervene directly and re-
store the wasted body to perfect vigor. So all ends
happily—at least for Tabi-utul-Enlil,

202 Referring to & ceremony of cleansing from sin by immersion
into a stream.

204 The name of Marduk’s temple at Babylon, hers used for the
god.



1.4 Request for a loan.

“Letter™ of Gula-balatsu-ikbi*” to Kuarbanni-Marduk, my brother,
May Nabu and Mardok bles my brother! Shaddinnn has no
grain for seéd. Let my lord ™ give him ane Gur of grain and
hlmylurdukcimml&mapmmiunrrnm. In urgent need 1
am sending to my brother. Let my lord not refuse -it, and lot my

lord give him ™ grain for seed.”

TI2* An inquiry regarding the welfare of relatives
and friends.

“Letter of Tddina to the lady Kudashu.
My Lady! Daily I implors Bel ¥ and Nabu to grant long life and
happiness to my lady. Through the protection of the gods I am
well and all with me (are well). Do not worry on my ascount
that you have not reecived word. Since the month of Siwan ==
I have removed to the land of Paniragans under the guidance of
Bel and Nabu,

“1dding =** has asked for news about Ins-Marduk, his father, and
Ins-E-sagils-ramat, his mother. Iddina has asked for news about

= Cuneiform Texts XXII, No, 75.

4 Thy word used is duppu, meaning tahlet,

1 Gienifying " the goddess Gula has commanded his 1ife.”

4 The writer sddresses his brother in this formal way—perhaps
in order to flatter him. Perhaps, however, ‘‘brother” is not used
literslly here, Beo below, p. 486, note 221,

=0t Namely, Shaddinnn,

=¢ Onneiform Texts, XXI1, No. 6.

*t2 Hare an epithet of Marduk

212 Third month.

1% Tho writer from here on speaks of himself in the third person,
pethaﬁsphyiﬂlrmpuhpnhmhuhdhﬂﬁngthahmw
& seribe.
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Shullumu, his father, and Damka_his mother, Iddina has asked
for news about Dumuk, his brother.
‘‘By the life of Lhegoda,wh;r do not Igetm:mn from them!

- -

Iddina has asked for news about Elmhmm, about Ehnddinnu and
the lady Iat-akheshn. Iddina has asked ** for news about
Itti-Nabu-balatn. his brother. Why do I not hear from yout And
to all the messsges which I have sent you I have not seen any
response. [ have sent you (& message) as follows:

‘Since the duy that I left, what has happened in the house . . .
Why do I not reecive any news? Let me know whether Burkh
has fallen into the lap *** of the goddess Tashmetum. Iddina has
asked pews about the lndy Tashmotum-tabni, about Toa-Eeagila-
Belit, about Shirkn, about Lublut, about Burke . . . and con-
eerning the entire hnmhnld. For an entire month I have not
received any messige from you regarding Bel-supé-mukhur,'

ITI. Letter from a husband to his wife, telling her
to take good care of the house."*

** Nabn-zer-ushabshi to Sikko, my wife. May Bel and Nabu pro-
elaim good health and long life to my wife! Through the protee-
tion of the gods 1 am well, and Bel-iddin also 15 well.

““Now I have sent o message to Iddin-Marduk, the son of Tdsha,
thet he should give thee 10 Gur of grain. Do not neglect the
house, Ilsve & look to things. Pray to the gods on my behalf,
Let me hear through some message what you are thinking of ** 217

#* These various inguiries repeated in this way have reference
to & number of separate messages sent by the writer and to whith
hia had not received reply.

=2 The word for lap, burky, is here introduced as a play upon
the name Burkl, "*To place in the lap of & god'' is an expression
oeeurring frequently in business documents meaning to deposit in
the treasury of the temple. I1ddina jokingly asks whether Burki has
lifted something out of the lap,—i.e., whether he hus made any
maoney, a5 we would say.

% Coneiform Texts XTI, No: 161

=1 Ths phrase seems to imply the busband's desire to find out
what his wife is doing, but perbaps the words mean mercly that he
wishes to have news of her,
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TV An urgent request for money to settle a
promissory note.

“my Thi-Nin-Shubur speaks as follows Yaum-iluoma.
May Shamash and Marduk grant you life!

T am responsible for a note for (the purchase of) a female glave,
Now that the time of the payment of that note has arrived the
ngent is pressing me. Therefore, T am sending Arad-Innsnns to
thes. Qive him three shekels of silver due from you and two
shekels of your own money to be charged against me and properly
attested in Babylon. Be sure to give Arad-Innanna the eorrect
amount. Do not detain Arad-Inuanna®* aud please fix up the
transaction with him correetly.”’

V.20 etter nddressed to four friends, urging them
not to pay any attention to slanderous reports about the
writer’s brother,

“Tetter of Nabu-zer-ibni to Akar-apli, Balatn, Nabu-bél-shnmiite
and to Shamash-udammik his brothers. =

“Ever to Nabu and Nank for the life of my brothers I pray. Bel-
epush who is with yoo is indeed my brother. Whatever evil
riports mey be spread about him, may it pleass my brothers (i,
my friends) to be deaf to them, From the beginning to the end
we have been brothers to one another.™ Because of distress I
am sending this message to my brothers. May my brothers kindly
do this. I look forward to the answer to this message from my
brothers."'

VI. A peremptory request to send on money due or
promised. ™

% Crmeiform Tests IV, Plate 27 2.
5% { o send him back as soon as possible.
3 Oyneiform Tests XXII, No. 155.
= The word “‘brother’" is frequently used in the tablets as we
would say ‘' friend.””
mﬁ:i.s., at all times we liave been in perfeet harmony with one an-
=2 Oyneiform Texts, XXXIIL PL 25 (Hammurapi period).
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“‘To Adaiatum speaks ss follows Ili-ishmeanni. May Shamash and
Marduk grant you life! Send on the money which you spoke of. As
1 told thee, I need it. In any case, by all means send (it) to me.”"

VII. A letter with three commissions.™

““T'o Etintim speaks as follows, [1i"u-Shamash.

“May Shamash and Marduk grant you life! I am well (1) It
is impossible (for me) to come to see you. I am obliged to go
to Gatans.®* (2) The she-ass and a young one of good breed, let
the butehor kill for me®® The young one I got from Belinu, son
of Sin-turrim, for 514 shekels of sllver. Two shekels of silver
I gave him. Three and one half shekels of silver give him. Do
not give him more or less. Let him weigh the silver for me™"
(8) As to the one fomale slave which I left with you, do not
put her to serviee ™ Sell her for silver on my account. Hand
over 714 Ka of sesame and take a receipt for 2 Gur. One Gur you
liave received, and this leaves one Gur.'’

X

OrrFioian, LeTTERs AxD REvoRTs

I. An order of King Hammurapi to clear out a
canal. =

*To Sin-idinnam, Hammurapi speaks as follows:

“‘Gather the men who have fields along: the Damanum eanal to
dig ©* the Damanum canal. Within this month, let them complets
the digging of the Damanum canal '’

= Cuneiform: Texts, PL 22 (Hammurapi period ).

=% Or possibly Bitang—in any ¢ase the name of some place.

28 yph-a-2i-Da-an-ni.

= T make sure that the exact smount is given.

=% Literally “*do not subdue her,"” evidently in the sense of not
to use her for slave service, but to sell her,

= King, Lotters and Inscriptions of Hammurabi (London,
1900), No. V.

&% {¢., in the sense of clearing out.
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TI. A royal order to investigate a charge of graft

against an official **

#Ty Sin-idinnam, Hammurapi speaks as follows:

 Shummanlasily has reported #s follows: Bribery has taken place
in Dur-Gurgurri. The man who took the bribe and the witness
to these matters are here. Thus he (i, Shummanlailu) has re-
ported. Now this Shummanlailu and a watchman (7) and one
. + » Iam sending down to thes, When you receive this tablet,
invmﬁgutaitmﬂifhﬁbcryhmhhmphu,mﬂmemuﬁuiﬂ
report"’ﬁ!theaﬂmrmdwhntﬂerh{iuwheﬂ} in the bribe, and
(eend) to me the men who took the bribe and the witnesses to
these matters.”

I11. It is intevesting to see the king who compiled
the great code thus actively engaged in seeking out and
punishing miscreants. Another letter to the same Sin-
jdinnam shows us the king in the same capacity of a
rightful judge ordering the restoration of grain to its
owner,=*

o Sin-idinnam, Hammurapi speaks as follows:

¢ Amil-tummumu, & Nippurian, thus has reported to me, *1 stored
up T0 Gur of grain ** in a granary. Apil-ili opened the granary
and (took the) grain. Thus he reported to me. Herewith 1 am
gending this Amél-tummumun to thee. Send for Apil-ii and let
them confirm their statements to thee. See to it that Apil-ili takes
the grain and returns it to Am#l-tummumu.” ™

IV, Military report to an Assyrian king of the sub-
mission of eertain places in a mountainous region, and a
request for further orders.**

=4 King, Letters and Inseriptions of Haommurabs, (London,
1900), No. VIIL.

=5 Literally *'seal,” ie., an official decument with witnesses and
seals

# King, ib, No. XIL The case was probably one covered by
§ 113 of the Code according to which a ereditor has no right to seize
the granary of & debtor without an order of the court. See above,
Pp- 300,

=4 About 8,400 litres.

m K 669 (Harper, Assyrian ond Babylonian Letters, No. 246.)
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*To the king my lord, thy servant Ashur-bel-danin, greeting to
the king, my lord! The people of Ushkha and the people of Kudi
against whom the king my lord sent me have submitted to the
authority of t!x‘a king my lord. Cities which since the days of
Shamash and A ** have never been subjected, mow with the aid
of the guard at my disposal I subdued completely, Those once
dependent remain dependent, those (once,) troops remain troops
of the king®*® The entire mountain distriet now recognizes (the
authority [1]) of the king. May the heart of the king my lord
rejoiee! The troops at my disposal I shall retain that they may
act a8 a guard.

“Regarding the people of Mumii who have not (yet) submitted
themselves, (and) have not accepted the suthority of the king
and with whom there has been no intercourse,™ let the king send
me his orders."’

V. A report from the official astrologer regarding
the time of full moon*"

“‘To the king my lord, thy servant Nabii'a. May Ashur, Shamash,
Bel and Nabu bless the king my lord! May my wishes for the king
my lord be fulfilled! We held watch on the 14th day—moon
and sun were seen together,’ *¢

VI. A careful watch was held for the appearance of
the new moon,™ the exact time of which in default of
accurate ealculation could not be determined before
hand; the lunar months varied in this way between 29

30§ g, NUVET.

Bt A charaeteristic Assyrian boast, voicing the confidence in the
military supremacy of Assyris. As a matter of fact, however,
rebellions against Assyrian authority were constantly taking place.
See above, p. 173, 176, ete.

=% { 5., no negotiations for terms of submission have been us yet
opened.

=% Rawlinson ITI, PL 51, No. 2. See sbove; p. 260, seq.

0 e, were in opposition.

341 This primitive method of fixing the beginning of the month
through personal observation of officials was continued among the
Jews of Palestine beyond the threshold of our era.
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and 30 days. A report of this order to the Assyrian

king, who in accordance with the announcement offi-
cially declared the time of the beginning of each

month, reads: **

T the king ™ my lord, thy servant, Ishtar-nadinapal, the chief
astrologer of Arbels'** Greeting to the king, my lord. May
Nabu and Marduk and Ishtar of Arbela bless the king my lord.
On the 29th we kept wateh. The place of its appesranca wus
dlouded. We did not see the moon. Month of Shebat,** first day,
in the eponymate ** of Bel-ldharranu'a."’

1t follows from the report that the length of the
month in question was fixed at 30 days.

VII. Usually, extracts were attached to the reports
from the astrological hand-books furnishing the omens
{for the phenomena reported, the day of the appearance
of the new moon, of full moon, of the day of disap-
pearance at the end of the month, of an eclipse and so
on ad infinitum. A full report of this kind accompanied
by three extracts veads: **

'On the 15t day I reported to the king aa follows: On the 14th day
moon aud sun were seen together

32 Rawlinson, IT1, PL 51, No. 6 ; Harper, ib., No. 820.

28 The king sddressed in these reports is always either Sen-
nncheril, Esurhaddon or Ashurbanapal.

#44 Near Nineveh,

#5 11th month.

4 Sea nbove, p. 351

1 Thompson, Reporis of the Magicians and Asirologers of
Nineveh and Babylon {London, 1600), No. 154.

4 {4 full moon appesred on the 14th day of the month. Like
the day of the appearance of the new moon, the day of full moon
could mot be ealenlated in ndvinee, Aecording to ohservation it
fell on the 13th, 14th or 15th of the month; and in ease the new moan
dny was not eertain owing to the cloudy conditions af the sky hut
srould have to be guessed at, the variation might be even greater.
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“(a) I moon and sun are seen together on the I4th day, order
&nd prosperity in the Iand. The gods will be gracious to Akkad **
joy among men, The esttle of Akkad will graze in security,

“(b) ‘1f the moon reaches the sun **° with faint illamination, ons
horn shading the other,™® justiee will prevail in the land. The
son will be faithful to the father.” *

¥ (g) If on the 14th day the moon was seen with the sun,™ the king
of the land will be (filled with) wisdom.

*'On the 14th day sun and moon were seen together.’ "

VIII. Report of an eclipse of the moon.**

“To the gardener,® my lord, thy servant Nabu-shumiddin, the
chief astrologer of Nineveh. May Nabu snd Mardok bless the
gardener my lord] On the 14th day we held 2 wateh for the moon.
An eolipse of the moon took place.’’

IX. An eclipse ®* was always looked npon with a
certain amount of terror. The evil omen varied, how-
ever, according to the direction in which the shadow
passed over the moon or a portion thereof. For this
purpose the face of the moon was divided into four sec-
tions, one represented Akkad or Babylonia, another
Assyria, a third Elam—a general term for the East—
and a fourth Amurru—a general term for the West. A
report of this eharacter reads.™

=9 [ 5, Babylonia where the hand-books were compiled, thongh
the good omen was applicable also to Assyrin.

=3 Angther phrase to deseribe (ull moon,

22 A ghadow on one-half of the moon.

262 Fo no rebellion of the crown prince against his father,

243 1o, full moon.

# Rawlinson, TI1 PL 51, No. T; Harper, ib., No. 816,

22 A high official—a kind of major-domo.

254 The Babylonians and Assyrians nsed a term for eclipse; atati,
Titerally ** darkening, "’ which was applied to any kind of obscuration
of the moon or sun—often not an eclipse at all, but some obseuration
due to atmospherie phenomena.

=7 Harper, i, No. 407.
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“To the king my lord, thy servant Nabuakheirba. Greeting to
the king my lord. It is a day of terror I eannot veport favor.
ably. The eclipse began in the east®™* and moved to the west,
The planets Jupiter and Venns stood thercin ®* till they were
reloased. Gresting to the king my lord. It is an evil sign for
Amurru™  In the morning the evil portent of the moon eelipse
shall have passed away from the king my lord.""

X. A report regarding favorable days for eertain
undertakings"*

“To the king, my lord, thy servant Nabu-akhe-irba. Greeting to
the king my lord! May Nabu and Marduk bless the king my lord !
Regarding the earrying out of s building operation about which
the king has made inquiry, this month is favorable for the sasred
service ='—favorable, therefore, for earrying out the operation,
On the 13th, 15th or 17th day let him earry it out.

*“In regard to sacrifices sbout whieh the king, my lord, has in-
quired, this month is favorable for bringing them. To-morrow
or the morning after as it pleases the king, my lord, let him
bring them,

“In regard to Ashur-mukin-pald’s** about whom the lang my lord
has made inquiries—lot him go. It is a favorable time for going,

“May the king, my lord, raise his grandehild on his kuees®* Let
him, i.¢., the grandehild) go at onee to present himself."

4 That is, the shadow began on the eastern side of the moeon.
The orientation in Babylonia for sstrological purposes was towards
the south. ‘The esst side of the moon was therefore to the leff.

4 { g, were affected by the shadow.

=00 4 o, for the western distriots.

"’i.g.,ifhymnmlngnowﬂhndmin,thndmmwnplﬂ.

=t Harper, 5., No. 406.

= Some coremony eonnected with the building operation to en-
gure the favor of the gods for the work

“'Armnwbmthrn!mmnmﬁngdm If
Ashur-mukin-palil’a is identical with the *‘grandson’ mentioned in
thishttu,thmthﬂrepuﬂmmhnmbemmadﬂtu&nmh&ﬂh
(705-681 . ©,), the grandfather of Ashurbunapal and of Ashur-
mukin-palit’a.

»t A gomewhat obsoure phrase, indicating perhsps a formal
presentation at the court.
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XTI A report regarding a storm and a rainbow.**

**If a heavy storm breaks forth in the month of Adar, the land will
suffer injury.**

** A rainbow (appeared), extending from the zenith to the horizon
of heaven without rain.

s ¢1f a rainbow extends through the city, things will go well with the
eity, with the king and with the princes'** From Akheshs,
of Uruk.”

XTII. A report of the birth of a monstrosity.*® The
report begins with an extract from a hand-bock, giving
the interpretation of the omen involved in such an oe-
currence.

“1f n fetus has eight feet and two tails, the ruler will sequire warld-
sovereignty."'' '™

A pertain butcher, named Uddanu, reported us follows: A sow
in throwing off gave birth to a foetus that had eight feet and two
tails, 1 preserved it in salt** and have kept it in the house,"”’
From Nergal-etir.

XIII. Report of the defilement of a most sacred por-
tion of the temple of Nabu in Nineveh.**

“To the king my lord, thy servant Nergal-sharrini. Greeting to
the king my lord! May Nabu and Marduk bless the king, my

28 Thoympaon, ib,, No, 252,

26 This is the extract from the hand-book which the astrologer
pends the king in answer to an inquiry as to the meaning of a severs
storm in the month of Adar—the 12th month.

4 Again an extract.

3% Cyneiform Texts, XXVII PL 45. On the significance at-
tached to monstrosities and all kinds of atmormal marks on infants
and the young of animals, see Jastrow, Babylonian-Assyrian Birth-
Omens and their Cultural Significance {Giessen, 1914), and above,
P. 263, seq.

= A favorable omen, therefore,

$7 Ag we preserve a monstrosity in aleohol, and seud it to an
anatomical musenm.

=13 Harper, ib.; No. 367,
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Inrd, A mouss wos seen in the eourt of the bitanw ™ of the Nabn
temple, and a rat en the wall of the inner chamber®™* The
purification rites have nlready been arranged for. The ceremony
will be earried sut to-morrow without delay by Adad-shumusur,”

X1
Menoar, LETTERS

I. Tetter of the court physician to the king report-
ing progress in the treatment of an injury to the eye of
a young prinece.”®

* Arad-Nani to the king my Lord, thy servant Arad-Nand, Hearty
grestings to the king, my Lond. May Ninib and Gula?™ grant
happiness and health to the king my Lord!

‘"Hearty greetings to the little chap whose eve eanses him tronble,
I put a bandage *" on his face. Yesterday, towards evening, T

3 Probably near the ‘“holy of holies’ whare the statue of the god
stood.

4 The inner division of the temple, leading to the saered cham-
ber of the god. Sce further for translations of several hundreds of
such official reports of all kinds, sstrological, divinatory, dreams,
portents, ete. ete,, Jastrow, Eeligion Babyloniens und Assyriens
1L, pp. 213-445 (liver omens or hepatoscopy), pp. 457741, (astro-
logieal and utmospheric) pp, 740-775 (ol and water divination) ;
pp. 543-946 (birth omens); pp. 946-060 (dreams, miscellaneous
portents).

et Harper, Assyrian and Babylomian Leiters, No. 392, For a
general survey of Babylonian and Assyrian medicine, with copious
extracts from medical texts, see Jastrow, Medicine of the Baby-
loniaong and Assyrians (Procesdings of the Rowyal Society of Medi-
gine, 1014, Vol. vii, Section of the History of Medicine, pages 103
176).

1% In these medical letters the gods invoked in the greeting, with
which & letter invariahly begins, are Ninib, the god of healing, and
his consort Gula; In other letters the gods most commonly invoked
are Marduk and Nabu (or in reversed order), thongh the moon-guod,
Sin, and his consort Nin-gal are sometimes substituted for Marduk
and Nabi, Frequently, however, a longer list of deities is intro-
dueed in the greeting.

#7 The word used is ta'alitu, literally *"a eovering.""
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took off the bandage that had been applied, removing also the
dressing below, nnd there was blood on the dressing as much as
the point of the little finger. To which ever one of thy gods this
is due, his command has surely been heeded.

“'Hearty greetings. Let the king my Lord rest assured; in seven
or gight deva he will be well,"’

II. Letter of the same ecourt physician to the king,
replying to a complaint of the king that his physician
has failed to cure him.*™®

“*The king my Lord continues to declare ‘the state of this sickness
of mine thou dost not recognize, thou dost not bring about & eure.’
Now I eonfess that hitherto I did not understand this rheuma-
tism,*™ but now I seal this letter to send it to the king my Lond.
Let it be read to the king my Lord and properly understood.
When it reaches the king my Lord let & physician . ., . earTy
out the accompanying directions. Let the king apply this lini-
ment. ™ 1f the king does this, this fever will soon leave the king
my Lord. A pecond and a third time this liniment should be
applied to the king my Lord. The king must see to this. 1If it
please the king, let it be done in the morning. This disease is in
the blood, Let them bring the king silbani™ as was twice done
already, and let it be vigoronsly dome. I shall ecome to inform
myself, and as soon as the perspiration flows freesly from the
king, my Lord, T will sand to the king, my Lord, something to
apply to the king’s neek. With a salve which T shall send the
king let the king be rubbed at the sppointed time."

111. Letter of Arad-Nand, the court physician, re-
ing a ease of hemorrhages of the nose from which
the king’s son is suffering.®**

#1 Harper, 1b., No. 391

% Literally ‘‘sickness of the museles”

= migrkhushy ; evidently the wash or liniment was sent with the
letter.
= gilhgny is **dried liguories root,”’ but in this passage a lini-
ment or o massage treatment appears to be intended.

2 Harpar, b, No. 108,
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*To the king my Lord, thy servant Arad-Nanll. Hearty greotings
to the king, my Lord, May Ninib and Gula grant the king, my
Liord, happiness and health,

‘i Hearty greetings to the king’s son. The treatment whith we pre-
seribe for him is to be given avery two-thirds of a double hour
during the day. ™ | | |

I regard to the bleeding of the nose about which the Rab-Mugi
[a high official] has reported to me that yesterday towand evening
there was much bleeding, those dressings are not properly applisd;
they have been placed upon the alae of the nose, obstructing the
breathing, while st the same time the bloxdd flows into the mouth.
Let the noss be plugged np to the back so that air will be hald
off, and the bleeding will cease. 1f it pleass the king T will come
to lock at it to-morrow. Meanwhile may I hear zood news.”"

3 The Babylonians and Assyrians divided the full day mto
twelve double hours. As a survivil of this method based on the
sexagesimnl system, we still have only twelve numerals on our watch
dials and divide day and night each into twelve hours, instead of
epunting the hours of a full day eonsecutively from one to twenty-
four, as indeed in now done in the time-tables of soms Buropesn
railways. Ewery two-thirds of a double hour would therefore be
every eighty minutes. The following four lines are obseure.
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Andrae, Walter, 66 soq., 3580

Animism, 100 svg., 238 eeg., 240
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Ashurnasirpal 111, King of Asayrin,
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Ashur-reshinh), King of Assyria, 108,
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excavations, 5 seg.; pantheom, &0,
00; processional poad, B0 e=g. 3040;
Amorite dynasty, 142 seg.; Hittita
invasion, 151 #eg.; besieged by As-
syrin, 180; destruction of, 177; 7e-
built, 184; conquest by Cyrus, 184;
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Berlin Muscum, 14
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378, 331, D4 aeq, 407
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Bitumen, §, 380
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Boghas-Kenl, 161; Inseriptions, 115
ey,
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Botts, F. E. 14 s, 18, 27, 31 avg,
61, 86, BD, 370, 378, 402, 415
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Boundary stones, 38, 123 seg., 185,
170, 222, 412, 416 sey., 425

Bournouf, Eugtne, 51 seq., B4 seg
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Branding, of aluves, 303, 310, 311, 354,
36D

Breach of promise, 236, 313
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413 g, Seo also Halawat
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Buddbiem, £, 403

Boilge, E. A, W, 356
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180 eng, 137, 3687 seg, 301, 374,
352
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Burtial, early Babyloniam, 45, 53 #q.,
250, 370 90y, ; Nippur ns burial place,
48, 108, Sew alio Coffine

Burnaburiash, Cassite King of Baby-
lomin, 156, 160 seq.

Bur-Sin, Ring of Ur, 320, 325

Bur-Bin 11, King of Ur, 329

Hurd-reed, 105

Buisine=s documients, 24, 29, 30, 7,
47, 60, B1, 100, 140, 145, 160, 273,
316, 520, 330 weyp., 454, 446 receiphs,
283, wni,, 336, See wleo Dating Let
ters

Cwsar, 158

Calsh, 230

Calimilas, 438 sog,, 444, 450 seg.

Camliyses, 74

Campanile, origin, 377

Canaanites, 06

Canals, 7. §, 10, 124, 148, 181, 36§,
487, Ben alia Irrigation

Canning, Sir Stratford, 18

Cappadocis, 115, 160 sey,- mall=d ¥ Ase
syria” 100

INDEX

Carchemish, 177, 183

Canilo-Seythians, 100 sey,

Casplan. Sen, 151

Cassites, 152, 100, 103, 108 say. ; dorn-
ments, B0 331 ; dynasty of, 140, 162,
160, 410: origin, 148 seq.; wiogoe of
eivilization, 154 seg.

Cauomsiis range, 180

de Caylus, A, B0

Cedaira, d1

Chabur river, 163

Chaldes, 1

Clhampollion, Frangois, 70, 80

(ins, 430, 438, 4453

Chardin, Is Chevalier, 64

Chimgo, University of, 45, 51

Chliri, Edwand, 40, 327, aeq,

Chinn, 2

Chipice, Charles, 370

Christions, burial, 48, 14

Chranlelers, 183, 165; Habylonia, 154,
170

Clmmerians, 180

City siates, 123, 124, 103

Civilimtion, (2; srly extension of, 1,
@ 4 peanlt of mixed sthnle elements,
120, 148, 187; deecline In Cissita
petiod, 155: Ea sn god ofy 210

Clny, A, T, 47, 50, 150, 106, 197, 253,
17, 334, 3340, 350, 414

Climate £ 427, 445

Codes, see Law codes, Baorifior

Coffing; wlipprr-shaped, 45, 47, 380; of
varly Rahylominn period, 20, 380,
Hee alsiy Burial

Commagene | Conntryl,

Commentarics, Astyrian, 22

Commeroe, 6, 41, 140, 104, IBI. it
FEq. !ﬂi, 208 sy, 1] -Mq-. H
liternture, 108, 113, 115

Coneuliines, 286, 305, 300 oog., ME;
two olnsses, 310, A50

Constantinopls, Muwwum, 355, 304

Cooper, F., 21,24

Copper, 41, 407 seq., 410, 412

Cory, Tease T, 0, 124

Costumse, 52, 66, 121, 122, 384 erg.
387, A UG seg.. 402; of the gods,
180, 302

172
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Caurts, eivil, 332, 305, BSee alwo
Priests, Temple

Covenint, Book of, 284 seg.. 258

Cruig; J. &5 215, 220

Creation storles, Biblleal, 10, 427;
Habyloninn, 22, 212 sog., 424, 427

oy,

Creditor, 200 sreg.

Cremation, ses Hurisl

Cron, Gastoz, 40, 42, 60

Cult, 58, 100, 184, 187 seq., 205 seg.,
200, 213, 271 ; Bumeriun wa lzoguags
of; 147

Culure, 62, 110; Sumerian, 103 seg,
Sen also Architecture, Arl, Civiliza-
tiom

Cumont, Frane, 461

Cuneiform luseriptions, Persopolis, 12,
i3 wcy.; early diseoveries in En-
phrates  Valley, 13 wrq.; thres
olaasss, 65 seg.; weo-Elamitie, 110

Uu::ifm seript, myllabic, 05, B0 seg.,
04 aeq., 111; idoographic, 96, 89
weg, B8 sy alphabotie, 08, 88, 111
origin, 95 aeg, 102 seq., 117 aeg.;
extensive use, 114 seg.; in Cappa-
docia, 100 ey,

Cug, Edouard, 332, 542, M5

Curses, £10

Cuthab (City), 123, 124, 147, 206 a8
tume of Nether world, 468

Cylindorw, clay, 26, 20, 31 svg., 36, 30,
41, 87, Bee plie Emloylinlers

Cyprus;, 178

Cyrus, King of Babylonia, 1, 24, 36,
a7, T4, 80, 67, 111, 119, 184 arg,
203, 220, 24

D

Dagun (god}, 1560

Daillum, 30

Dmmanun, p ounal, 487

Damnszeus, 173

Tamikilistm 11, King of Isin, 151
Dunicl, B4, 76, 154

Darins 1, 74 aeq., B3, 85, 111, 1684, 33D
Darius II, 74

Dariun 111, 74
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Darmestater, James, 07

Duting, Babylonisn methods, 140, 145
weq,, 156, 170, 310 seq,, 330, 351 seq,,
302; Assyrian method, 344, 351

Denth, 428, Bee nlso Burial; Tree,
sacred

Debtor, 200 seyg., 58 seg.

Decipherment, 20, 24, 33, 41, 03 g7
twithod, 05 seq. ; test o method, B7;
neo-Elumitic, 110 seq. See alsd
Cuneiform insoriptions

Delitzsch, Frane, 100

Delitmseh, Friedrich, 35, 64, 104, 100,
115, 119, 413

Delugn atory, 10, 34, 435, 443, weg.

Demons, 183, 198, 100, 211, 212, 224
Lad 240 B, 264, 281, 410 e, 472,
475, 470, 481, Bes aleo Exorcizm

Deportation, 116, 175

Determinatives, 01, 111

Dhorme, 1, 308

Diarbekr, 0, 352

Diltmt, 148, 184, 342

Diseass, 474 #eg, 4 eep. Sea gl
Detnoms, Incantation, Madliinn,
Tabl-utul-Ealil

Diminberitance, Z586, 300 saq,

Divination, 185, 235, 230, 254 evq.
208 peq., 477, 480; animal omens,
42 205 weq., 208 sog.; birth-omens,
HI au’&a ‘“JSI hﬁpltﬂﬂﬂp}. Hl 265
arg.; miscellaoeous, 22; Cassits,
168; voluntary, 253 seg,; Iavelun-
tary, 258, 2358 sdg., 203 seq., 200
wog.; by oil, 204, Bes alwp As
krology, Dhrepms _

Divoree, 130, 255 sy, 302 pey,, 322

Djumdjuoma, one af the mounds of
Babylon, 27

Doy River, 150, 167

Dowry, 280, 302 sey., 305 seq., 36 sey.

Tiragun, 60

Drainage, 60 seq.

Diremmas, 22, 200 sog., 440, 405, See
ahee Divination

Dryehem, 318

Duility of gods, Amu and Enlil, 210;
Shumnpsh and Adad, 225; Ang and
Adnd, 245
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Trul-nsagga, seventh month, 341

Dumu-ZhAspu {Tammus ), 453

Dhngl, King of Ur, 51, 140, 322, 325

Duppu, * tablet, letter,” 434

Dur-Gurgurri, 485

Dur-Sharrukin (Ehorsabad), 15 seg.,
25

E

Ea, patron deity of Erida, 230, 202,
267, 208, 213, 220, 231, 238 beg,, 270,
300, 422; persomification of watery
glement, 209, 210} 4 patron of arts,
810; ritual, 240 seq., 263, 411; posi-
tion in eeliptie, 261; symbol. 411,
412, 417, 418; as creakor, 424, 440
in creation story, 430, 438 seq.; ln
doluge story, 446 seg.

Eabanl, 281 (error for Enkidu, g.e.)

¥ugle, double-headed, 42; Tion-headed,
42, 43 _

E-anna, templs of Nand st Urok, 20,
233

Fannatum, patesi of Lagush, 42, 43,
127, 128, 180, 357 #eq.; monument
af, 128, 200, 357 seq.; treaty of,
129

E-Babhar, temple of Shamsah at Larma
and Sippar; 201, 204, 372

E-barrs, possible reading by the side
of E-Babbar, ¢. =

Echatans, 57, 150

Evclesinatss, 403

Eclipse, 260, 401 veg.

Eeliptic, 204, 201, 439

Eden, Garden of, 3

Edina-Mugi, a deity, 424

E-gishahirgal, temple of Sin in Ur, 222

4, 4, 6. 9, 55, 54, 100, 161, 168,

176, 177 ey, 163, 280, 367, 368, 374,
381; eunsiform writing, 116; Am-
urnn correspondence, 164 invaded
by Esarbadden, 178

E-kharsag-gal kurrs, nama of the 2ik-
kurat (stage-tower) ab Ashur, 58

aeg,

E-kbulkbul, temple of Sin at Ur, 312

E-kur, templs of Enlil at Kippur, 43,
104, 197, 198, 206, 219, 270; dwell-
ing-place of demons, 481

INDEX

Elum (eountry), B7, 113, 118 129,
130, 134, 136, 140, 141, 143, 148,
160, 154, ta9, 171, 176, 177,170, 158,
405 seg. ; congquest by Sargon 1, 133
comquost by Nardm-Sis, 130; eon
guest by Cuslea, 138; vonguost of
Habylomia, 171} in sstrological sys-
tem, 201 seq., 401

Elamites, 146; language, 110 beg., 1H,
141; conquests in Asia Minor, 1143
invasion of Euphrates Valley, 1356,
141, 143; 148

Elephantinag, 161

Ellkanah, 310

Ellasar, see Larea

Elll, sea Enlil

Elvend, 53

Eumulbal (country), 142, 143, 140,
160, 163

Enakalll, ruler of Unmn, 120

Enannatum T, yuler of Lagash, 130

Enbi-1shtar, mler of Kish, 132

En-bilulu, & titls of the god Mardul,
215

Engar-du-a, eighth month, 324

E-ninou, templo of Ningirm at La-
gush, 40, 42, 128, 136, 200, 372, 385,
+43

En-ki, 202, sce Ea

Enlidu, 418 seq., 401 seg.  (Formerly
read Eabanij

Enlil, patron deity of Nippur, 48, 47
#eq., 53, 120, 158, 107, 200, 207, 208,
200, 384 seq., 70, 476; head of early
pantheom, €8, 125, 156, 197 sog, 104
sig. 215, 222, 231; as solar deity
185 son of Anu, 210; as storm-god,
214, 223; position in eeliptie, 2681}
symbal, 417; as creator; 424; In
erention story, 435 eeq; in daluge

_ mT’| 440 eoq.

Enlil-madin-skhi, last Casite King of
Babylonia, 170

Enlib-nirari, King of Assyria, 184 39q.

Enmasht, see Ninib

En-nngi, 448

Entemena, ruler of Lagash, 43, 128,
130, 380 ; case of, 415 s2q.

Eﬂ“p “"ﬁ'l.‘l.l'r." 2?;
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Enu, class of priesta, 272

Envelopss, cluy, 300, 335

En-em, 202 232 See Sin

Epilepey, 314, 243

Eponyma, 344, 361 aeq., 460

Erech, see Uruk

Ereshkigal, poddass of the nether
world, 168, 280. 454 seq.

Eridu, 7, B, 20, 30, 124, 140, 147, 210,
211,450

Erik-den-ily, King of Awyria, 185

Erridopivir, King of Guti, 130

Erum, a title of the goddess Sarpanit,
28}

Esagils, temple of Marduk at Baby-
lon, 50 seq., 211, 217, 219, 221, 270,
278, 2835, 372, 483

E-sar, trmple at Adab, 52 seq.

Esmrhaddon, King of Assyria, 174,
178, 180, 407, 400

Eshurm, temple in Ashur, 229, 433

E-shidlum, temple of Nergal at
Cuthul, 204

Eshumedu, templs of Ninib in Nip-
pur; 198

Etans. 1205

E-temem-an-ki, nume of the stage-tower
i Babylon, 30

Ethics, 937 #eg. 251 seq., 461 »eg.,
465 sog.

Etimmn, s demaon, 245, 247

Euphratean civilisation, 62, 110, 158,
375; great nge, | ; reficoted in Bible,
4 seg.; influence, 116, 185 soq., 57

£y,

Euphrates river, &, 4, 8, 213, 240, 367;
description, 0 seq.; change of course,
123; sources, 106. Bes nlso Canals,
Tmumdation, Irrigation

Euphrates Valley, 1, 2, 4; fertility, 5:
survey, 14; early political condi-
tioms, 41y literature, 47; mbved
population, 105; history, 120 seg,.;
Cuti invesion, 138; Amorits
dynonty, 142 seg.; Elnmites In, 142
srg.; Hittite invasion, 161 sog.

Eur-iminan-ki, name of the stage
tower of Nabu in Boreipps, 30, 52,
467
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Europe, eulture of, 2; musenms, 14

Exmvations, £ 3; early attempts, 13
weg. ; fArst conducled systematizally
by Framee, 14; sscood French ex-
pedition, 18 seq.; early. in Daby-
lonin, 25 weq;; secomd period, 23
seq,; thind period, 39 seq.; fourth
period. 43 beq.

Excrciam, 211, 241, 244 seg., 410 seg,
477, 480 amsociated with medicine,
260 aryq.

Explorations, early; 12 sag,

Ezekicl, 400

E-zida, temple of Nabu at Borsippa,
3p, 81, 210, 220 geq, 312

¥

Family laws, 255 seq., 302 seg.

Fara (Shuruppak), 65, 440

Faupe, 204

Feativals—Now Year's, 57, 50, 188,
216 #ey., 218, 277 meq.; harvest, 278
#rf.; summar solstice, 270; Tam-
s, 460 ; snew-moon, 478

Fines. 280, 290, 252 #eg,, 368

Finger-nnil mark, as sulatitute for
weal, 330

Firegod, 220 seq., 240, Ses also Gibil,
Girrn, Gishar, lshym, Nosku

Fire ritual, 248 3cg,

Fisher, C. 8., 49

Flanlin, E., 15,16, 15, 402, 415

Flood, see Delugs

Florenoe, 377

Foesey, C., 15, 119

France, organises first exeavating ox-
podition, 14; second expadition, 14
#eq.; further exenvations. 41

Frank, C,, 272, 308

Frazar, J. G., 428

Freemen, 287

Freenel, Fulgence, I8, 27, 28, 32

G

Gagn, messenger of Anshar, 433

Gallles, 35

Gallu, & deman, 242

Gan; a measures, 297, 328

Gandash, Cassite ruler of Babylonia,
154



Gansgun-e, ninth month, 324, 327, 340

Giar, & mensure, 447

{arden of Eden, &

Garstang, John, 118

Galana, 487

Gastum-dug (Ban) goddesa, 400

do Genoulller, H, 42

Geography, of Tigris-Euphries Vai-
ey, B seg.

Oerman Orisntal Society, 29, 64 sog.

Gesenlur, Wilknla, 06

Gihil, firegod, 220

Gilgamests, 981, 403; eple, 22, 34, 135,
421, 444 seg.; Babitu episods 461
#og,

Gimil:Sin, King of Ur, 140, 322, 325

E.l-h F‘ af N:ti['m, 424

Girru, firegod, 220

Girsy, u sootion of Lagash, 100

(isbar, firegod, 226

Glass, 17

Geld, 41

Goalitasp (Hystaspes), 77, 75, 81

Gottingmn Acadsmy, TH

Greose, 2, 185, 250, 265

Gresk poriod, 39, 48, 116, 220, 274,
348, 350, 407

Groesamann, Hugo, 444

Grotelend, Goorg Frivdrich, 00 s,
T3, 78, 77, 70 g, 84, 80, 108, 110

Gudes, ruler of Lagash, 41 #eg., 103,
137 sng., 210, 267, £T1, 217, J00 weg.,
466 oy, vonquost of Elam, 138

wa-eddin (district), 129

Guls, eansort of the god Ninlb, 100,
201, 210, £32, 417 reg.; Bag idenii-
fiod with, 200

Gar, & mmmre, 247, 458

Gushiasp, ses Goshtasp

Cutd, 138, 130, 140, 140, 165, 108; con-
quests in Euphrates Valley, 138

Gutsehmid, Alfrod, 07 wog,, 168

:
Halad- nulinakhs, 40
Hagnr, §00
Halg, 3L, N2

Halewy, Joseph, 104
Hallah, 147

INDEX

Halys (River), 160

Ham, Pg

Hemadan, 822

Hammurapl, King of Babylom, 54; 50,
122; 141, 143, 148 seq., 160, 224, 249,
322, MO aey, 335; Code, 118, 155,
873, BRA aeg. 337. 301, 303; con~
quests, 140; mctivities, 146 #ng.; In
oanth formmia, 355, 357, 362, 303;

Handeook, P. S, P, 873, 207

Hariots, see Volarkes, Prostitntion

Harper, H. F., 45, 253, 454, 401, 492,
403, 404, 495

Harpie, 2H

Harran, 4; eoutro of Sin worslip, 221

Haupt, Panl, 168, 246, 445

Haynes, John H., 40 seg, 45, 49

Heart, s seal of intellect, 210, 453

Habrews, traditions, 3 seg., 28, 30 gy
34, 00, 300, AZH sey,, 4277 Baly-
lonian orighe, 4 #eg.; deporimtion,
135 northern kingdom. 173, 1703
oracles, 2781 Now Year's festival,
278 law codes; 284 sng.; 201

Heeren, A, H. L., T8

Hepatosopy, seo Divination

Herborl, Thonias, 04

Herder, J. . von, 2

Herodotus, 5, 7, ¥, 50, 68, 233, 418

Heuzey, Léon, 42, 127, 382, 384, 307,
Ju8

Hillah, 13, 39

Hilprecht H. V., 15, 37, 45, 46, 40,
B0, 70, 127, 130, 202

Hineks, Edward, 24, 82, 84, 80 ang,
02, D3, DB, DO, BT, 00, 108, 111

Hippocenianra, 265

Hittites, 152 153, 162, 165, 166, 180,
177, 258 inseriptions, 71, 115 sog.;.
in Asgrrin, 133, 157; inwvasion of
Babylon, 151 seg., 161, 102; Aryan
elementn, 102; art, J58

Hormm, as symbol of divislty, 101, 421,
425

Horee, 155, 3358

Hronxy, Friedrich, 154



INDEX

Hmh;.lﬂ. Iﬂ 201, 400 #eg.

Hyds, Thomns,

Hymm, 2, 48, ml.. 203. Ses also
Incantation

Hystaspes, 74, 77, 18, 81, 111

i

b, in oath formula, 357

Ibi-Bin, King of Ur, 140
kit = Tigris, ¢.

Igigi, 198, 213, 237, 229, 235, 442, ¥51

Numaily, King of * Bes Lamd" 159,
151

Tlushume, patesi of Ashie, 148

Imgur-Enlll {Baluwat), 23, 413

Inunersion, 483

Inmortality, 211, 281, 4£5 seq., 445,
4%k, EBee also Lifo wller death.
Nether world

Incantation (shipru), 3, 48, 104, 198,
211, 220, 430 seg., 411 seq., 433, 437,
442

Incest, 280, 312 sog.

Indenture, Eﬁ-ﬁ, 301

Indis, =, 6

Inheritunce, 305 avg., 308, 302 sog.

Injuries, 255 sey.

Innbua, or Iunenms (goddesa), 202,
232, 0

Enscriptions, voiive, 40, 113, 143, 180,
107, 202, 208, 210, 222; bilimgual,
00 trilingual, 05 seq., 82, BT
Elamitic; 110 wog., 114; Hittite, 115
seq. See also Cuneiform, Offerings

Interest, rate of, ‘826, 338, 339, 340
sty

Inuniation, in Babylonia, 7, 8, B, 128,
207, 3675 suyggests delugs story, 443

Ira, god of peatilence, 448, 451

Trkalla [nether world), 454, 479

Trninn (goddesa), 242, 235

Irom, 17, 41

Irrigation, 7, 0, 10, 128, 387, See also
Cannls

Iulikbars (goddess ), symbol, 417

Ishme-Dagan, raler of Asyria, 168
408; Qate of, Babylom, 60, 370; as-
socinted with trind, 238; coneort of
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Ashur, 232; various aames, 239; as
Mother goddess, 233; as goddess of
love, 203 #cq.; as goddess of war,
234; identified with Veuus, 234,
201; wymbol, 411, 417; [n Gliga
meal eple, 444 seg, 401; descent
into nether world, 453 seg.

Inbmm, fire-god, 226

Inin (City), 124, 144, 240, 160, 151,
163; dynasty, 141 seg., 170 sog., 320

Indubar, 34, see Gilgnmesh

J
Jaroh, 300
Jamutbal, see’ Emutbal
Japam, 2
Japhet, B0

Justrow, Morria, Jr., 4, 5, 23, T4, 216,
@97, 935, 242, 951, 254, 267, 962, 204,
245, Und, 207, 270, 280, 281, 308, 350,
380, 427, 441, 444, 458, 403, 305, 00,
70, 408, 4

Jensen, Peter, 108

Jerpmias, Johaomes, 38

Jerusalem, 135, 100; fall of, 183

Jewelry, 410, 415

Jewa, burial, 48, 100

Job, 475, 437, 452, 453

Johns, C. H. W.. 224, 315, 344, M5

Jopah, 12 .

Josephus, B

Juidnea, 176, 183

Judges, 288, 305. See also Courls,
Priesta

Jupiter, identified with Marduk, 205,
430, #42, 481

Jurisprudence, see Courts, Dating,
Law codes, Lagal documents,
Judges, Priests

E

Ka, n tneasure, 320

Eadesh, male votary, 308

Kadishta, * holy woman” 308, Ses

also Votarles, Prostitution

‘Eaempfer, Engelbert, 63

Kalah, pee Calal pnd Nimrud

Kaleh-Shorgnt. 35, 55, 30, 167, 188,
10 sey. See nlso Ashur

Halt, “ musician,” 272, 325
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Karaindash, Cassito raler of Haby-
loais, 103, 108

Edrallmrdash, Casaite ruler of Baby-
lonia, 103

Karkar (City), 174

Kasalln (City), 143

Kauhiiliash [, Caspite ruler of Daby-

" lonis, 15
Kasbiilinah 11, Cassite ruler of Haby-
lonia, 165

Kasr, one of the mounds of Babylan,

Ehamasi |Country), 127

Khamra, 358

Ehani | Couniry), 159

Eharshi, 522

Eharshy, a kind of grain, 324

Ehutti, ses Hittites, Mitanni

Ehishiarshi = Xerzes, 70

Elorsatid | ( Dor-Sharrukin, 15 17,
Iar 19- 25‘! ﬂr Bul 88 '.qlrl- STU'. 37“-
402

Ehshayaraln = Xerxes, 78

Ehaboit, old Persian word for
“King," 72, 78

Ehymuri], 322

Kikin, early Asayrian ruler, 157

Eing, L. W, 35, 83, 110, 1385, 165, 224,
034, 418, 417, 427, 440, 457, 458

Einge, as priesis, 271, 217, 488
diving deseent, 336, 479; mercantile
pursnits, 338; titlw: “King of the
Fonr Quarters,™ 136, 139, 141, 154,
186; "King of the Universe,” 138,
16%; "King of Sumer and Aldud,”
141, 164, 186; “King of Eabylon”™
154; “King of Karduniash,” 85,

Kingu, In ereation story, 430 seg.

Kin-lonasne, sixth month, 341,

Kinli (el-Ohfmir), 28, 44, 124 eeq.,
129, 132 seq, 140, 147, 330; be
comes capltal of Sargonie dymasty,
124 aeqp,

Eishar (god), 428

Kuullm. Jr -&;1 l“

INDEX

Kohler, J., 284, 358

Holdewey, Robery, 68, 59, 060, 61, 372

Koschaker, E. 325

Kouyunjik, one of ths mounds of
Nineweh, 10, 19, 21, 24, 25, 27, 34,
a5, A, 404

Etesina 8

Eudi | peopls), 459

Eudurmabug, ruler of Emuthal, 142,
143, 145

Kundurpanchondi, rules of Elam, 142

Kugler, F. X, 153, 331

Eurdish mountains, T

Eurigabra 11, Casslte tulsr of Baby-
lonis, 103, 104

Eurna, 1, 8

Eutushar (goddesa), 207

Lab'sn, 1569

Labariu, & demon, 242, 247, 411, 481

Labartu-sories, 242

Labasu, a demon, 243, 347

Labor 288 weyq., 405 seyg.; wages, 320

Lashish, 404 seq.

Lagash (Shirpuria, Telloh), 30 eeq.
43 wag., 40, 47, 48; 50, 54, 103, 121,
124, 124, 128, 120, 107 seq., 140,
147, 1i) seq, 210, 277, 316, 3835, 847,
a00, 410, 415, 406 trenty wilth Ehih,
127 jovaded by Ummm, 1313 arch,
A78; standard of, 358, 380, 421

Lakhami, & group of monsters, 431

Laklamy (deity), 428

Lakhmu (deity), 428

Lallaro, “musician,” 272

Lommnesn | demon §, 240

Lamentation, sse Penliential ritusls

Landeradorifer, i, 475

Fangidon, Stephen, 184

Lapis lnzuli, 410

Larsa (Senkereh, Ellasar), 28, 124,
129, 131, 140, 141, 143, 145 sey., 184,
202, 328

Lagirab, King of tuti, 130

Lassen, Christian, 81 seq., 84 req.

Law, ndministration of, JI2 ang, See
alne Family laws, Law codes, Lagal
documents, Property, feal estats,
Templs
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Law codes, Hebrew, 6, B394 seg, 202,
201; early Habylonian, 130 #aq., 283
#og.; of Hemmurapl, 147, 273; of
Bumu-la-ilu, 300

Lawsaits, 315, 364 seq.

Layard, Sir Austen Heary, 18, 20
sey., 29, 28, 31, 32, 35, 30, 45, 92,
369, 370, <04, 413

Laz, consort of the god Nergal, 232

Leabes, 349 soq.

Lebmnon, 159, 308

Logal documents, 20, 29, 37, 47, 50,
£78; epocimens, 319 seg.; formmlae,
238 g See alse Dating, Law

eodes

Legrain, Léon, 140, 328

Lehman- Haupt, Carl F., &

Letters, 220; business, 484, 488 seq.;
personal, 484 aeyg.; official, 487 seg.;
medica], 464 seg.; gods invoked i,
atd

Lex talionis, 284, 285, 288, 201 seq,
200

L“’.'M-" wi‘ Im! ﬂ], ml MI m’
460, 478

Life after desth, 277 eeq, 360
sey., 403, Bee also Burisl, Nether
world

Lilitu, s demon, 243, 247

Lilo, & demon, 243, 247

Lima=Fpnym, §. &

Literature, specimens, 427 seg. Ses
Aghurbampal, Temple

Liver, as sat of emotions, 215, 455,
471, 460; es swl of Hie, 257, Bea
nlés Divination

Loans, 225 acy,, 338 seg., 484

Loftue, Willlam Kennett, 25 seq., 31

Longperier, A. de, 85, BA

Louvre museum, 14, 18, 33, 41, 86,
385

Iowenatern, 1., B8, B9, 92

Lower world, see Nether world

Lugal (god), #48
Lugal-daudu, king of Adsb, 52, 304

804,

Tugal-Edinn (god), 424

Lugal ki-gub-niddu, King of Uruk and
Ur, 131

607
Lugil-kisal«f, Eing of Urnk sad Ur,
131

Lugaimggisi, King of Uruk, 50, 127,
138, 133, 137, 130, 142, 150, 202,
210; conquest of Lagash, 131

Lulubl (people), 136, 140, 140, 168,
171

Luratto, Philoxenus, U6

Lydia, 170

Lym, D, G., 285

M

Maemillan, D, C., 454

Mader-i-Suleiman, 82

Magan (Country), 138, 130

Mugic, sympathetic, 227, 244, 2453
formulas, 245 #eyg.

Magnan, Hobert, 14

Maukln ritunl, 227, 228, 242, 245, 247
#eq., 252 seq.

Manda, 180

Manishtunn, King of Kish, 134 weg.,
305 ; Obelisk of, 124

Mannal {people), 180

Manumission, 350 seq.
denture, Blavery

Marduk god, 50 sag., 148, 167, 184 eeq,
200, 248, 270, 278, 283, 308, 300,
460, 450, 483, hbhesd of later
pantheon, 150, 190, 212, 234, 229,
€31, 478; tendencies toward mono-
theism, 218 srg., 441 ; son of Ea, 211
s, 24T; ms solar deity, 211, 214;
as storm-ged, 214; as creator, 214,
424, 440; aa determiner of fMbes,
217 : identified with Jupiter, 201; in
oath formula, 3566, 357, 361 eeq.;
symbal, 411; in erestion stery, 427
geq.; tecelves atiributes of oiher
gods, 441 seq.

Mardu-nadin-akhe, King of Babylonis,
447

Mardukpaliddin, King of Babylomla,
170, AT8 seq.

Markhushn, * lniment," 406

Marringe, 285 seq., 302 seg, 334; gift,
302, 305, 308, 313, 321 seq., 345 s0y.;
form of contract, 345 seg.

B nlso In-
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Mars, ilentified with Nergal, 201

Martin, Frangols, 475

Maruttash (god),
Ninib, 155

Mastikim, title af oflicial, 319 &2y

Mashmashin, * exnriser,” 272

Mag tamil, soe See lnnd

Memsnres, £07, 326, 328, 447 weg, 453,
Sew alwo Weights

Meern, 100

Modia, 178

identifiel  with

Medicine, 185, 254 sy, 204; texts, 22,

242 avq. 201, 253, 205; amoviated
with |ncantstion, 250 seq. . in Hane-
murapl sads, 287, letters, 404 ney,
oo dlsg Bimom, Ini=ntation, Magie

Mediterranean Sea, B, 0, 131, 133, 169,
107, 108, 160, 178

Melesner, Trams, 308, 346, 348, 350,
A53, 413, da1, 4T

Meluche (Country), 136, 130

Memphls, 175

Mercer, 8. A, I, 5390

Maroury, idmitified with Nalm, 241

Marmaids, 204 weg.

Mes [god), 202

Mesdjid, 82

Mestiwrn [god), 204

Mesilim, King of Kish, 44, 124, 127;
botindnry. slons, 128

Mesopotumia, 1, , 107, 151, 160, 162

Messeraclimigt, T, 118, 168

Alsu-treo, 196

Meyer, Eduard;, 168, 110, 121, 182
127, 133, 142, 144, 155, 159, 100, M6,
iae, 320

Michuelis A T. ¥, 2

Migratioms, 1i3 seq.

Minaret, 377

Mitanni, 116, 151, 147, 182, 165

Mithrslem, 401

Mohammednns, burial, 48

Moloch, 358

Monotheism, 217, 210, 237

Monsters, 263 »seg. See nluo Divina-
tiom

Montgomery, J. A, 45, 100

Monuments, see Sculptures

INDEX

Moon, four divisions representing
countried, 401 seg.; full moon, 204
sy, 278, 270, 480 seg.; new-moon,
204, 200 seq,, TT0, 279, 478, 489 reg,

Moos-pod, s Sin, Naonar

Mordtmann, A. T, 112

do Morgsn, J,, 113, 172, 253

Momal, ¢, 7, 12 13, 14, 15, 18, 35

Mother pouddess, 108, 232 ey, 247, 477,
‘Bee also Bau, Balit, lahiar

Moulde; elay, 352, 413; stone; bronza,
413

Mu, sn eificisl, 325

Bluballitat-Shern's, s Queen of Baby-
lonia, 183

Myudmyn-Misr {Egrpt), 51

Mugheir (Ur). 15, 28 ang,

Muksyyar-Mugher, g. v

Muma, 450

Mummu, designation of Ea, 216; in
oreation story, A28 ey,

Monter, Friedrich, 08, 48, 09, 72

Murashy famlly, business domments,
L 1

Murgsl, 52

Mushlakhkin, “sraks charmes,” 272

Myss-Arunit, W, 108

Mutinbal, raler of Larsa, 143

Myhrman, I W., 46, 00,316, 317, 323,
¥, 185 _

Mytha, 22, &1, 220, 27, 453 eeq;
pleturs] on sealeylinders, 420 seq.,
424 #eg. Soo mlso Crestion, Deluge

N

Nabomnmlos, last King of Neo-Haby
Tonign Dynasty, 184, 202, 267, 354

Nabm (god), 30, 270, 467 won of
Marduk, 218, 220, 278 stiribules,
218 seg.; |dentifled with Meroury,
2617 symbol, 4113 Ia deluge story;
444

K"H lw‘jl l“

Nakhiru, & sea monsler, probably
whale, 188

Naksh-i-Rustam, 00, #6, 70, 71, 82

Numea, as symbols of power, 213, 245,
441 wvg, ; aymbolizing existence, 423

Namraslt, epithet of the moon-god, 222
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Namtar, demon of pestilence, 243, 251,
456

Nanh [Ishtar of Uruk), 28, 65, 143,
157, 200, 232 seq., 30T

Nantar, moan-ged, 167, 222, 341

Napoleon, 186

Narim-Sin, ruler of Agnde, 52, 131,
138, 169, 201 conguests, 136G #eg. 7
monmment, 138, 300 aeg., 393

Nar, “muslelan™ 272

Narutl, Elamite deity, 135

savigntion, en Tigris and Euphrtes,
@ Sen alao Commeren

Nuzibugash, Unssite ruler of Baby-
lomia, 103

Nusimmruttash, Cassite ruler of Bahy-
lonia, 105

MNobt Yumus (mound), 12, 156

Nobopalididin, King of Bsbylonls, 37

Nebopolassar, King of Babylonin, &5,
69, 182, 216, 400

Noboohadnezzar 1, King of Babylonia,
1T

Nebuehadnesmr 11, King of Baby-
lonin, 10, 27, 32, 55, 50, 00, 152 seq.,
184, 210, 214, 207, 358 eeg., 560, 400
seg. tuilding operations, 183 seq.

Necho 11, 183

Nedjet (eity), 49

Weo-Elumitie, 110 seq.

Nergal, solar duity, 143, 208 seq, 270;
shrine at Nippur, 206; charaoter-
intics, £06 seyg.; as god el nether
world, 207, 250; ldentifled with
Murs, 201 symbel. 417

Kerlglissar, King of Babylonia, 184

Nather world, 2, 280, 452 seg.; gods

_ o, 207, SH0 #ry.

New Testament, &

Nitiru {Jﬂ;ﬂ-hr]a 439, 442

Wiehilir, Cursten, 9, 13, @5, 71, 70

Niffer = Nippur; gq.v

Nile; 2, 175, 307

Kimrad, 123

Kimrnd (Culah), 17 aeg, 21, 23 eeq.,
‘a6, 80, 201, 3TO

Nid |goddess), 252, 267, 406

Nin-duib (ged), 267

500

Minevel, 12, 13, 15; 24, 25, 47, 02, 147,
82, 280, 242; fall of, 178, 180, 183

Nineveh (in 5. Babylonia), 49

NMingal, conserl of Bin, 302, 410

Ningirem, putron deity of Lagash, 40,
42, 43, 128, 170, 188,217, 247, 207,
355, 387 eeq, SO0, N9, 466 weg.g
Mdentifed with Niaih, 100 seq.

Ningishzidn, god of vegetation, 207

Nin-gul, comsors of the god Sin, 292

Ninit (Enumaght), solar deity, 194
seg., 205 seq., 216, 270, 443; myih
of, 01; other deities identified with,
199 seg.; on determiner of fates,
100; enlt in Assyrin, 200 seg. 7 ilen-
tiflid with Sstun, 2tl; symbal,
417; In deluge etory, #440

Win-Isin, = lady of lain,"” 367

Nin-kharsag, patron goddess of Adab,
53, 120, 202, 230

Ninlil, consort of Eniil, 53, I88, 23%,
seg., mssocinted with trisd, 239
2i0; camsors of Mardok, 232

Ninmakl, chief goddesa of Opls, 150,
270; mesocinted with trind, 838;
comsort of Marduk, 232

Nimmenns, (goddess], 207

Ninnl (podiless), 222

Nippur (Niffer), 24 seq, 45 seg., 50,
53, 121, 123, seq, 131, 140, 159,
106, weg. 2106, 270, 317 arch, 378

Nipmsh, & profesaion, 310

Nirvena 403

Nisaba (goddess), 202, 207

Niamlkn, “ litmtiondet,” 272

Niahae, * taking the oath"™ 337

Nisir, Mount, 430

Nilleke, Theodor, 40, 161

Norris, Edwin; 23, 111

Xubria, J68

Nudlound (Ea), 420, 437

Wuflar, 45. ‘See Nippur

Nu-lig= Kadishta, 308, 357.
Votaries

Nymmmir, title of Enlil, 207

Nu.Par= Zermushitu, 3053

Noar-Ehamash, 328

Nunku, fre-god 228 aeq. 2A7; a8
judige, 228; ritual, 230 seg, 411

]
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o

Ouath, 129, 311, 313, 320 sey, 325,
B26, 333, 330 seg., 341, W4T, 355,
384 weg.

Oferingn, Totive; 41 eng,, 50, 53, 125,
d8p, 397, 408 sog.; to the doad,
240; of ehildren, 358; sasrificlsl,
460, 484, 478

cliOhdmir (Kimh), 25

Oil, ritual, 252 seq.; divination, 208

Old Testament, 5, #, 68, 76, 355

Omens, see Dirvinaticn

Opin, 124, 135, 17, 150; conquest of,
120

Oppert, Jules, 27, 24, 32, 39, 82, B4,
92, 03, 96, 07, 08 seg, 101, 107, 108,
118

Orncles; 235, 227, 272, 273, 284, 280,
457, Bee also Divination

Orddal, 284, 957 pegq., 303, 311

Orientation, 274

Oronten river, 174

P

Painting, 371

Palncen, Parthian, 40, BSee alw
Archibeeturs, Dur-Sharmkin

Palestine, 2, 4, 28, 110, 152, 109, 173,

76 ‘seg, 170, 153, 404; Amarza

correspandence, 164

Paniragana {Country), 464

Panibeon, 187 sag., 103 seg., 2006 eeg.,
209, £37, 230, 200; early Babylo-
nian, 45, 103, 222, 224, 231; later
Babylonias, 50, 218, 224, 231; Ca»-
nite, 155; Assyrian, 220, 223, 231,
g39; of peither world, 250 seq.;
symbols, §10 seq., 417, 418, 421

Papmukal, messenger of the gods, 457

Parai, priesta, f8

Parthlan period, palace, 40, 88; for-
Lress, 47

Partnership, 354 seg,

Pashisho, “snointer,' 272, 320

Patersom, A, 404

Pehlevi, 08, 71 peq., TT seq.

Pelser, F. E., 358

Pelagand, ¥., 310

Peninnal, 310

INDEX

Penitentisl rituals, 23, 104, 278, 400;
specimons, 40 obg.  See alss ln-
cantation

Pennuylvania, University of, Archa-
ological Museam, 14; excavations at
Kippur, 45 seg,, 317

Pentateich, 273, 277, 288, 202

FPerrot, Geo,, 370

Permepolis, 12, 63 seg, 70, 72, 63, 86,
B

Persia, 2, 60, 70, 74, 82, 154 weq.;
language, wee Avesia

Forsian Gulf, 8 wg., 20, 30, 151, 208
#rg., 430

m Pﬂi-ﬂ'd- Eﬁl Ea\ 'lTi "Bt w- ﬂlp
07, 220, 274, 345, 415, 467; seals,
418

Peters, John P, 45 seg., 40, 50

FPhoeslela, 116, 100, 173, 173, 177, 277

Fhanetie comploments, &5, &0

Phrenology, 257

Pinche, T. G, 35, 114, 413

Pir Hussein, 138

Fisa, 377

Place, Vietor, 16 gy 2.3, B R,
a0

Planets, 258, 201

Pockel, Armo, 48, GO, 104, 125 seq.,
132, 137, 2583, 317, 324, 843, M7,
303, Ju4, 444

Palyandry, 130

Polyldeography, 02

Polypliony, 02

Tolythelam, 216

Pottery, 17, 20, 38, 41, B0, 52, 380
seq. See nlao Burial Coffine

Prayers, 22, 210, 280 seg., 404, 480,
476 spocimens, 460 seg.  See almp

Incantation, Penitential rituals

Priestesses, 272, 308, 317; financial
transctions, 338, 340 seg., 348, 340
sug. Hee also Votaries

Friests, ss judges, 130, 288 sog., 318,
3685; primt-kings, 271, J7, 408
varions functions, 271 seoq., E70,
477; as politinians, 274; lease of
offices, 320

Procespiomal moad, Babylon, 60 seg.,
269, B Alburahalu
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Property, persanal, 285 aeg,

Prostitution, sacred, 253 seq,, 272 vy,
T g

Proto-Elamitle, 114, 118, 110

Pualing, Biblical, 4139

Turattu = Euphrutes, g.v

FPuriication, 240 seq., 453, 44

Pursin, King of Ur, 140

Pusur-kurgal, boatman in deloge story.
48

bid

Halidsu, & demaon, 243, 240 soq.

Rub-Mugl, an oficiul, 400

Radau, Hugo, 46, 60

Huinhow, 403

Bambku, “libationist,™ 272

Rurnman, title of Adad, g v

Ranke, H., 50, 117, 349, 360

Hask, I K., 70, 80, 82, 84

Rassam, Hormusd, 21, 31, 32, 35 28,
ar, &

Bawlineen, Sir Henry, 20, 23, 84, 30
s0q., 33, 62 avq., B4 seg., U1 sng, U5,
g1, oo, 101, 10, 111, 142,
167, 208, 214, 216, 210, 220, 223,
£53, 202, 303, 32T, 373, 45, 469,
407, 470, 471, 472, 475, 476, 489, 400,
491

Fosl Extate, 285 seg.

Bid Sea, 8

Reisner, G A, 105, 222

Heligion, eentralizing tendency, 148

Renan, Erpest, 87 8oy,

Hent, 348 seq.

Hetalintion; ese Lex talionis

Rieh, Clandins James, 13, 14, 88

Eim-Sin, King of Larw, 141, 143, 145,
148, 140, 160, 153

Himush, King of Fian, 184, 135

Rogers, R. W., 16

Rome, 2, 173, 186, 100, 239, 265

Rosetta stone, 70, 88

Rost, ', 407

g8
Sabita, in Gilgamesh epic, 481 seg.

Sabu, King of Babylonis, 143
Balm, smthern Arabin (1), 401

511

Suerifies, 240, 278, £50; codes, T7T;
bumman, 358 seg. Sen nlso Offerings

de Bacy, Sylvestre, 00, 05, 00 seq,, 82

Saint Mark's, 377

do Saint-Martin, A. J. F, 80, 81 #eq..
1]

Samaria, 135, 178

Samarra, slage-tower, 377

Bamsi-Aded, King of Asayrin, 166 seg.,
14, a2

Samanditana, King of Dabylonia, 152

Samauiluna, King of Babylonis, 148
avg. 163, 327, 343, 34T, 330, 303

Bangkrit, B0, 83

Bar, & measure, #47 seg.

Sarnh, 300

Sardanapalus-Ashurbanapal, 4. v

Eargon [, King of Agada, 47, 52, 135,
138, 160, 201; founda = Semitio

dynasty, 132 ey,
Sargon 11, King of Assyris, 16, 17, 19,
25, 174, 178 peg., 402 '

Sarpanit, comsort of the god Marduk,
216, 221, 232, 778

de Sarzen, Ernest, 30, 30 seg,, 42, 43,
44, 30, 54, 104, 382

Bassanion period, 60, T1

Saturn. Identifisd with Ninib, 261

Satyrs, 264

do Bamlcy, F,, 50

Sayee, A. H, 112

Beheil, Vinecent, 28, 113, 114, 133, 134,
213, £83, 331

Behorr, M., 140, 337

Behruder, Eberhard, 108, 109, 163, 352

Beribens, 73, 484

Bealpture, Babylonian, 383 seq., 380
#ey., 303 aég.; animala, 30T seg., 401
segy 417 #eq.; Asayrian, 308 seg.,
404 seg. Ges also Art

Sculptures, esrly discoveries by Hotta,
15 seq. ; varly distoveries by Layard,
10 seg.; Irom Lagash, 41; from
Bimmya, 62; of Bempacherib, 404
org.; of Ashurbamapal, S08 seg.

Seythians, 100

Hem land (mat tamdl), 100, 152 seqg,
102, 171, 174, 178, 162
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Beel.cylinders, 88, 41, 44, 121, 200,

328, 340, 334 seg., 418 ney.

Beals, 100, 834 seg,, 418 reg.; mibati-
tutes for, 338 sey.; e=al-mabker, 343,
41 reg.

Beleucus, 221, 550, 351

Eemiramis, 58

Bemites, struggle for supremacy, 120
adg., 197, 132 seyq., 130 seq., 180, 227,
Ber alvo Akkadines

Bemitic languages, groups, 8 seq.

Senkwreh, 5o Larem

Betmucherib, King of Aseyria, 55, 105,
174, 177 seq, 182, 230, 3¢, 480;
palace of, 10, 21, 404 arq.

Blrpl'ﬂ'h ‘Hi mm m

Eka'ily, Yoracle” priest” 272

Bhals, consort of the god Ha, 232

Bhalmaneser I, King of Asayria, 206,
185

Elialmaneser T1L Eing of Assyrls, I,
£5, 35, b, 53, 173, 175, 413; obellsk
af, 20

Ehalmaneser V, King of Assyrin, 174,
176

Eha.muh, sun-gnd, &7, 28, 157, 200,
201, 23], 240, 270, 420; reprazents-
tions of, 201 scg,; hymne to, 203
#eg.; un judge, 208 seq. 227, 273,
4 g "lord of divination," 225;
in oath formuls, 353, 357, 301, 902,
303 symbol, 417 : on peal-eylindars,
423 eryg.; In deluge story, 416

Bhazmsb-shumulds, roler of Baby-
louia, 1570

Bhambhite, o clasi of volaries, 400

Bhumsli-Adad IV (or Vi. King of
Ammyrin, 65, 174

Shandutim, same of menth, 341

Ehang, “priesi” 272

Bhargunl ==B8argon, §. w

Bhargunishered 1, Bing of Agade, 133,
135, 138

EBharganlsharri 11 King of Agade, 157

Ehnrlak, Kiog of the Guti, 124

Ehatt el-Arsh,

Ehsbat, eloventh month, 400

Bhedo, & dminn, 242, 240 beq.

She-kinknd, Brel month, 324

INDEX

Shem, 00

Bherit Khan (mound ), 24

Bhlmar-Sumer, 3 seq,

Ship, of Ut-napiahtim, £40 seg.

Bhigak. identifled with the god Mer-
duk, 165

Shirpuria, see Lagash

Shrines, see Timple

Shugurrd, 550

Bhuksmurnn, Bentifled with the god
Nergal, 155

Shu-Kul, fourth month, 145, 8337

Blinriash, Hlentifled with the god
Bhumash, 1565

Bhurp® ritonl; 227, 208, Ba8. J0T

Shoruppak (Clty), 123, 124, 446, See
Fara

Bhuruppd, Yehills and fever,” 481

Shutruk-Nakhunte, King of Elam, 301

Sidurt, 461

8l third meonth, 325

Silbagum, “liquorjee ool 485

Simanu, third month, 330, &84

Simanu (City), ¥22

Bimurn {Country ), 149, 324, 325

Sin, moon-god, 25, 157, 202, 207, 221
arg.. 231, 234 mpg., 858, 453 aey.;
traits and symbols, 232; psaal
eymbol. 410 seq., 417, 410, 423; in
ervution aléry, 430

Sin-muballit, King of Babrlon, 143,
1453, 146, M3, 301

Sina, 234, 460 #cy,

Sippar [City), 37, 48, 121, 123, 124,
147, 184, 200 eeq, 213, 318, 473;
wall of, an tribunal, 332 353

Sirara-shum-ta, epithet of the god
Ningirm, 465

Slaslity (alsita), " frings," 335

Siwan, see Simanyg

mai oHd4 "q-. 301, 310, 313 L)
See alvo Branding, Todenture, Mann-
mlanion

Slaves, prive of, 327; mle of, 314, 343
#eg,; an land holilers, 320 seq.

i‘orn:r!; 224, 20 g, 287

Ephinges, M

Bplegel, Friedrich, 85
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Stage-tower, 11, 23, 26, 2§, 29 sag,, 32,
40, 47 sey,, 51 wog., 50 sug, 106, 123,
270, 374 seg.; coloring, 3705 repre
sonied on boundary stones, 370 seq.;
of Anu-Adad templs, 377, Ses Zik-
kurat

Stamps, brick, 27

Bieeple, origin of, 377

Bteindorfl, Georg, 70

Stolae, I, &

EBlone sge, 407

Etorm-ged, see Enlil, Adad

Eirassmaier, J. N., 854, 355

Etratonike, 221 _

Bubartu |[Assyria), 130; conquest by
Surgon I, 133 conquest by Narim-
Bin, 138

Sukkally;, an oficial, 420

Samer, 1, 8, 50, 104, 128 seq., 120, 144
g subiduesd by Hommoeapl, 148

Sumerluns, 101 sep.; laoguuge, 41,
106, 328; chief religious utre, 44;
racial charncterlstios, B2, 106 aeq,,
121, 384, 304; theory concerning,’
102 ary. ¢ ariging 100 seg, 121, 3703
stroggle for supremacy, 120 #og.
135, 190, 144, 148, 130, 154, 337,
early Juwn 283 seq,

Bumuaby, King of Babiylonia, 143, 145

Somulailu, 143, 145, 367 laws of, 300

Bummnry, 140 {(error for Shmuru g o)

Bun-god, 102; of Laria, 20; ses Ano,
Ashinr, Marduk, Nergal, Ninib,
Shamaah, Uty, Zamams

Burety, 326, 330

Burgery, in Hammurapl code, 237, 202,
T

Eusa, 87, 113, 142, 143, 147, 178, 283,
b

Eutl (Bedouies ), 165, 173

Bvllnbwries, 22, 46, P acy,, 100

Syria, 2, 41, 161, 100, 173, 170 #vrq.,
170, 163; Amarna correspondence,
104

T

Tabarl [Arabic historian), 49
Tabi-utul-Enlil, poem of, 475 svg., 481,
483
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Taboo, 240, 478

Talbot, H. Fox, 07

Tallgvist, Kot L., 227, 2456

Talenul, Treatise Kethobin, 312

Tamrmaz, (1) foerth month, 240, 250,
461; (2) god, Dumu-Zi-Apsu, 4563,
460 oy,

Tashmit, consort of the god Xabu, 218,
232,340, 456

Taurus Range, 161, 158, 161, 168, 165,
106, 173, 170

Taylor, J. E., 28 sq., 31, 32, 370

Tell el-Amarna, 55, 115, 108

Tell Theahim (mound), 30

Telloh, “mound of tablots,” 40,
Lagash

Tell Sife (moand), 28

Temple, 31, 43; nrchives, 22, 3T »eg.,
44, 48 peg., 53, 62, 310, 320; echool,
40, 40, D4, 124, 208, 239, 275 seq.;
slirines, 43, 40, 45, 00, 120, 166,
210, 270; libenry, 477 wrchitecture,
40, 270, 372 ey ; of Ano and Adud,
BT, 225, 373 seq.; ns commercin or-
gunization, 130, 373; vestormtbon,
147, 1580; orgunlmtion, 200 seq. as
law conrt, 273, 288 318; land bold-
Inga. 274; a8 Doanelal institution,
274, A38: arientation, 374, Seo aleo
Priestyeses, FPriests, Stagetower,
Viotaries

Terab, 4

Tartu, “oracle™ 273, 284

Toumman, King of Elam, 170, 4006
wy., 4498 Aoy

" Text-books, Assyrian, 22

Thell, 285 seq., 250 beq.

Tuierseh, Hermann, 77

Thomas, Falix, 27

Thompeon, H.C, 83, 118, 400

Thureau-Dangin,  Prancals, 42, 104,
197, 132, 130, 149, 277, 248, 210,
200 421, $2° 8A), 388, 40T, 405,
480

Tiamat (primeval chaos), 212, 215,
424, 427 mog.

Tiglath-pileser [, King of Assyris, 07,

Ben

180 seg., 171, 172, 373, 376
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Tiglath-piltssr [V, King of Assyria,
10, 174 seg, 182

Tigris, 1, 3, 4, 8, 246, 397; deserip-
tion of courss § seg.; a8 avemue of
commsTes, fi; soiroe of, 136

Ties, eonmalled 15, 206, E7; 50 aog.,
300 aeq., 374

Tin, 410

Tirks capital of Khani, 159

Tirkhatn, *marrisge gift," 335; =

Marringe

Tirn vighth month, S4B

Ti'n, a demon, 108, 244, 243 seq.

‘Tombn, see Hurial

Tarhh, ¥ law," 275, 284

Tooesnne, Paul, 425

Totemi polis, 384

Tower, ses Stage-tower

Ty, C. H,, 257

Traditions, Bibtioal, § seg., 12, 28, 30
Hﬂ'—- ml- HJ 1235 :w. m -qip mi
Mohammedan, 48 ; sarly Babyloniss,
f §i

Teansitlon periads, 204, 217, 250 acq.,
237 ang.

Transportation, methods, 6, 161

T-eaty, between Lagash and Kish, 127

Trew, sacred, 370, 384, 421 ey, 425

Triad, 212, £15, 238; Am, Enlil snd
Es, 208 seq., 225, 231, 239, 417; Sin,
Skamash and Adad, 225, &3], 229

Tribunal, seo Priosts, Shamuash, Sip
par, Temple

Trltons, 206

Tukulti-Niilh I, King of Assyrin, 105,
160, 167, 16D

Takulth-Ninib 1T, King of Assyria, 172

Totu, 442

Trelsen, Olar Gerhard, 65 #eg.

Tyre, 163

o

Ubara-Tutn, $406

Ulamburiash, Usssite ruler of Habe
lonia, 154 :

Umma, 1284, 130, 200, 318, 387; com-
quest of, 4L 125 ieg.. boundury
treaty, 127 ; Invasion of Lagush, 131

UmmAnu (" expurt™), & class  of
priets, 272

INDEX

Unoms-Khobur, title of Tiamat, 430

Ungosd, Arthor, 40, 156, 284, 336, 340,
a0, 444

Unieorn, 60

Upl=0Opls, 4. ©.

Upnbiikkinaku {chamber of destinies],
431, %4l :

Ur (Mugheir}, 4, 13, 28 seq., 124, 126,
126, 130, 132, 146, 150, 184, 325;
dymnsty of, 140 seq., 160, 310, 310;
omtre of Sin cult, 2211 arched
vaolts, 370

Urartu {Country), 175

Urnah, san-god of Dillist, 200, 357

Us-Hay, ruler of Lagash 41, 138

Ur-Engur, King of Us, 52, 140, 422

Ur-Ealil, ruler of Nippur, 50; votive
tableta, 353

Crigalln, u clase of priests, 272

Ur-Lugal-Eding, 424

Urmiyel, Lake, 172

Ur-Ninf, ruler of Laguah, 42 43, 127,

« 128 971, 185, 390, 408

Uk { Warka ), 25 seg., 28, 50, 65, 123
s, 127, 126, 131, lag, 135, 137
sep 140 seq., 140, 147, 160, 184,
208, 407, J18, 444 ; arch, 578

Urukagina, ruler of Lagssh, 20, 131,
109, 2851 law code of, 130

Urumush, see Rimush

Uah, rular of Uwmnna, 129

Ushhiba {Country}, 489

Ushpin, early roler of Ashur, 57, 157

Upary, 30D, Sea also Intersst

Ut-napishtim, hero of the deluge, 445
(s

Utu, sun-god, 129

Utuchegal, ruler of Truk, 139, 140

Uiy, patesi of Kish, 127

Utikkn, demon, 242, 247, 451

i}

Valle, Pietro della, 12, 18, 43, 84

Van, Lake of, 114, 107

Venlen 377

Veuus, &34, 236, 481; identificd with
{shinr, 281, 417

Vishtaspo | Hystaspes), 77, 81
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Votaries, 272, 286, 307 #eg., 311, 21T,
447, 356, 400
Vultures, Stele of, 42, 43

W
Waga, 328, 353
Warad-Sin, King of Ur, 328
Warakhabsmns, sighth month, 340
Ward, W. Hayes, 234, 410 ang.
Whar-god, ase Ninib
Warks [Uruk, Erech), 25 aeg,, 28, 65
Waler-god, see Ea, Nahu
Water ritunl, 248 seq.
Weidner, E. F. 115,279
Weighta, 341. See also Measures
Welsshach, F. I, 104, 112, 253
Westorguard, N. L., 110 seg.
White Syrians, 161
Widows, 230, 303
Winekler, Hugo, 115, 154, 204, 335
Witcheraft, 241
Witte, 8. B, 63
Writing, see Cuneiform script
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X

Xorxes I, T4 0ef,, 83
Xerxes L1, T4

% 4

Yabweh, 210, 217
Yakot, 40
Yamuthal. See Emutbal

Fagroa mountaing, 136, 152, 166, 171
Zamama, patron daity of Eish, 128,
200

Zammeru, * ainger,” 272
Zamthostrianism, ses Foroastrisnism
Zond, 70 seg,, B3
Zermashitu, clasa of volaries, 308, Boe
also Prostitution, Votaries
Tikkurat, 3. Bee Stage-tower
Zimmeern, H, 248, 254, 410
Toroastrianizm, 00, 184 seg.
Zy-an=Apei, 222
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