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PREFACE

o 1he period lollowing the rise of Buddhiam i the slxtly
centory B. 50 D Vinesnt A. Smith b propued |y fils
‘Enrlr Hotory of Indlis 8 highwsy, which las placed the whols
-mm of teavallery in (he fiedd of adciont Tlisn histhey nder

2 desp debt of gratiude. Unfortunately, for the pre-Boddhise
period no such book has yot bLeen published, which gives un an

time of the political history based on & workabls chronological

fratmewark, withoot which no hitory of an, relipon, or socisty,
however immomse the matorinls  available, can e dafinigaly
ey Ahape 1o, like fish and blood without s skeleton, The
e=sule in that though no othier period of Indian history has atteacted
the attention of o many scholar, and has such an immense
wass ol litersware written upaon U as the Vedic perdod, it yet
remains ane of the mou bewildering periods of bunum  history,
the breeding ground of willest theories®and fantasti; enleutsttons,
Besides, radition as recorded in  religious Jiterarure letny

the principal source of history jor the period in question, proju-

dices run strong among the writers on tho Caobfect, Lelwensy
those who esaggerate the walue of tradithon and (heae  wha
cannit @lge’ anyibing ol aneol Indby exeept in mhﬂnn*m
or Ly the standard of, Grésk history,

The mmuut stumphiling-block in the way of a historian of this
period fs the “iicalty of hanuonizing the Vedio with Paurame
h{fﬂ_:qrn regariding the order of bHng and smecewion of eventa
It has been the practice of scholary generally to accept only thie
Vedic and reject the Paursnic madition, and 1o declare thal the
Veda *“stands quic by h=ell, bigh up on an bolkted peak of

whi, Nowever, goed Lo tha other exireme by attaching Loo much
impottance ta. Paumnie writings and unduly depreclating Vedic
tradition. The wark 0 far dane i only preliminary, and arduous
tahoars of scholaes in collabarstion are nesded 1o carefully ifl
sand corelats the mmt=nale ohtained from both the sourcas. For
jurthor Hight on the webjoct we wust await the ressssches of

rumgote antiquity,” A notable exceplion iy Mr. F. K, h"ﬂ’ﬂ‘i

il



2.0 THE ARVANISATION OF INDIA

together within the same enclosures, nay, under"

the same roof,” and that that place was Central
Asia from where “the apcestors of the Indians
and Persians started for the South, and the
leaders of the Greek, Roman, Celtic, Teutonic,
and Slavonic colonies marched towards the
shores of Europe Since then iconoclastic
eritics have appeared, and with the aid of the
sciences of Comparative Ethnology and Archaso-
logy have tried to tear to pieces the conclusions

of Comparative Philology and to disprove the

assumption of the philologists that a relation-
ship of language implies relationship of blood.
One of the most bitter critics of the Aryan
Theory was Oppert, according to whom, “there
are Aryan languages but there is no Aryan
race.” During the fourth guarter of the last
century the pendulum continued swinging rapidly
from one extreme to the other, To-day, how-
ever, though the noise of conflict is still Tieard,
the dust rajsed by the clash of combatants has
somewhat subsided, and the atmosphere has
become sufficiently clear to enable one to take
& dispassionate view of the whole thing,
Philolegists since the times of Sir William

, Jonesand Bopp have noticed that there is a

-

great afinity between the Sanskrit,

Copaive.  Travian, Armenian, Slabonic, Lettic,
" Greek, Latin, Celtic, dnd Tentonic
languages, and that this affinity is not due
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THE ARVANS 3

to accident, or temporary contact, or mutus .
borfowing, Among the various members of
this group of Janguages we find words with
common roots for father, mother, brother, sister,
davghter, son, father-in-law, and some other
words denoting family relationship ; cow, horse,
dog, waggon, yoke, door, mead, copper, stc.:
numerals up to ten and hundred ; prononns
like me, thou, he ; verbs like to be, eat, lick,
stay, sew ; particles like inter, pra, pari, “Iy
is," as Muir says, “precisely those words and
forms which are the most primitive, the most
fundamental, the most essential parts of each
language which they bave in common.” Again
this affinity is observed not only in simple words
but in many grammatical rules, such as declen
sion of nouns and conjagation of verbs. Hom-
mel and Delitzsch seek to establish primitive
relations between the Aryan and Semitic lan-
gunges’ by identifying several Semitic roots
with Aryan. But a few such words, as Taylor
observes, "'axe not enough to base a theory on :
the phonetic resemblances may be accidental,
or the words may be very early loan words
due to Phanician commerce...But even if
these identifications bhe accepted, it would
not suffice, as it would be also necessary to
show an agfeement of grammatical formative
elements ; ‘and it is universally admitted
that in grammatical structure the Semitic
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and Aryan langoages differ fundamentally.”
Hence it is seen that no_ fundamental resem-
blance can be tmced between smy langunge
of this group and the other langmages of the
world,such as Chinese, Ambic, Negro, Austm-
lian. From these the philologists have come
to the conclusion that the ancestors of most
. of the modern European nations, the Persians,
and the Indians (non-Dravidian) at one time
must have lived together and spoken one lan-

guage from which their modern languages are
all descended. The name Aryan is often given
to this family of nations, as the ancient Persians
called themselves by that name, and the authors
of they Rigvedic hymns ure helieved to have
used that name to distingnish themselves from
the abofigines. But as it is not known to have
been unsed by the European members of the
family, the word is sometimes used in 3 parrow
sense to denote the Persian and Indian bran-
ches only, while words like Indo-European and
Indo-German (taking the two extrem€© members
of the group) have been coined to denote the
whole family.

The philslogical arguments alone are not
sufficient to establish the identity of mces, The
well-known anthropologist Broca points out that
“races have frequently within the historic period
- changed their Janguage without having apparent-
ly changed the race or type. The Belgians, for
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instance, speak a neo-Latin language, but of all
races who bave mingled their blood with thay
of the antochthones of Belgium it would be
difficult tofind one which has: left less trace
than the pecple of Rome." Anocther good ins-
tance is the imposition of a neo-Latin dialect on
4 vist American Indian population in more re-
cent times, Still comparative philology bas some
value if its deductions are supported by other
evidences. DBesides, it is generally seen that the
conquerars, if they are civilized, impose their
langouage on the conquered, whether it i in
Belgmmm or in South America. The analogy
proves our paint that some bands of Aryans
migrated to Europe, and conguering and mingling
with the aboriginal peoples Aryanised tham}s
their brethren did the Dravidians in Indine 1ti s
hopeless to look for a pure Arvan racein the
modern world.
THe philological evidences which seek to
establish the relationship between
»thé Indians, the Persians, and the
" FEuropeans are supported 1o 3
cértain extent by the coincidences which are
observed in the mythologies of the Vedas, the
earliest book of the Indians, and those of the
Zend Avestn of Persin, and also, though in a
smaller degree, in the mythologies of the ancient
European nations. Scholars like Kuhn and Max
Muller have identified the Erinys of the Greeks

Bd
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4 THE ARYANISATION OF INDIA

and. Aryan languages differ fundamentally.”
Hence it is seen that no fundamental resem-
blance can be traced between smy language
of this group and the other langmages of the
world,such as Chinese, Arabic, Negro, Austra-
lian. From these the philologists have come
to the conclusion that the ancestors of most
. of the modern European nations, the Persians,
and the Indians (non-Dravidian) at one time
must have lived together and spoken one lun-
guage from which their modern languages are
all descended. The name Aryan is often given
to this family of nations, as the ancient Persians
called themselves by that name, and the anthors
of theg Rigvedic hymns are believed to have
used that name to distingnish themselves from
thi-nh:;n:g'ines; But as it #s not known to have
been used by the European members of the
family, the word is sometimes used in a narrow
sense to denote the Persian and Indian"bran-
ches only, while words like Indo-European and
Indo-German (taking the two extrem@ members
of the group) have been coined to denote the
‘whole family.

The philological arguments alone are not
sufficient to establish the identity of races. The
well-knawn anthropologist Broca points out thut
"'rces have frequently within the historic period
- changed their language without having apparent-
ly changed the race or type. The Belgians, for
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nstance, speak a neo-Latin language, but of all
races who have mingled their blood with that
of the auntochthones of Belgium it would be
difficult to find one which lias left less trace
than the people of Rome.”  Another good ins-
tance 1s the imposition of a neo-Latin dialect on
a vast American Indian population in more re-
cent times. Still comparative philology has some
value ifits deductions are supported by other
evidences. Besides, it is genemlly seen that the
conquerors, if they are civilized, impose their
language on the conquered, whether it i in
Belgium or in South America. The analogy
proves our point that some bands of Aryans
migrated to Europe, and congquering and ningling
with the aboriginal peoples Aryanised them as
their brethren did the'Dravidians in India Itis
hopeless to look for a pure Aryunt mce in the
modern world
The philological evidences which seek to
establish the relationship between
" athé Indians, the Persians, and the
Eurcpeans are supported o a

certain extent by the coincidences which are

observed in the mythologies of the Vedas, the
earliest book of the Indians, and those of the
Zend Avesta of Persia, und also, though in 4
smaller degree, in the miythologies of the ancient
European nations. Scholars like Kubin and Max
Muller bave identified the Erinysof the Greeks
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withthe Saranyu of the Vedas, tlie Centaurs
with the Gandharvas, Helios and Sol with
Surjya, Eos with Ushas, Uranus with Varuna,
Zeus with Dyaus, Jupiter with Dyaus pitar, the
Slavonic Bogn with Bhaga, and Perkunus or
Perunu with the Vedic Parjanya. The commu-
nity of mythologies between the Indians and the
Imanians is more strongly marked. Both had in
their mythologies Yama, Trita, Mitra, Vayu,
Suarva, Indra, Vitrahan, Nasatyss, Asura, etc.,
while both made Soma offerings in yajnas or
sacrifices, and had common names for priests *as
hatri and atharvan,

There are some scholars who express doubts
“about the inberitance of any common mytholo-
glcnl traditions by lbe Aryan-speaking nations
because of the fewness of resemblances and
of the discrepancies of mythologies even when
there are resemblances of names. But they do
not seemuto take into account the long cenfuries
which separate the Rigvedic bymns from the
Greele, Latin, and Teutonic literatures érom which

Wwe dmw our materials, and still more, which

separaté these all from the proto-Aryan period.
Again, mythological and theological concep-

tigns are apt to change under external influences .

more quickly und radically than lnnglmgu,

* How many ancient religious traditions are to

_ be found in Christian Italy, Mahomedan Pﬂrsul,
nr Buddhist Ceylon ¢t We can easily imagine

-
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THE ARVANS -

how the mythologies of the semi-barbarous
Aryan immigrants into Europe were influenced
through contact with the aborigines on one
hand and the Phenician culture bearers an
the other. Professor Rhys remarks in his
Hibbert Lectures—"If the Aryans had attsined
tothe idea of so transcendent a god...thers
wonld be difficulty in understanding how, as
the Dyans of Sanskrit literature, he should
have become comparatively a lay figure, that
8 Tin he should have been superseded by
Woden and Thor among the Teutons, and thut
among the Gauls his pre-eminence should at
suytime bave bean threatencd by a Mercury,'
The difficulty, however, disappears if we
remember that considerable changes in mytho-
logy can take place among the same pe
living under different physical conditions. Thus,
for instance, the Indians living in tropical
climate would welcome the clouds and Baturally
give pre-eminence to the cloud god, while the
people of »North Europe would favour the
sun god. The action of time and foreign
tfluences also in modifying the mythologies
of a people can be observed in India and Egypt,
where the great gods of the early Indo-Aryans
and Egyptinns could not maintain their pre-emi-
hence and sometimes even their existence o
later times, and new gods and beliefs srose
from time to time, sometimes guite in antagonism

'
s
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8 THE ARVANISATION OF INDIA

to the old ones, In India Varuna and then
Indra appropriated many of the attributes
of the hesven god Dyaus, and in later timeés
were themselves cast into the shade by Vishan
and Siva, The wonder s not the fewness
ef mythological resemblances hbetween the
nations of Evrope and India, but that, inspite
of centuries of separation and loss of contact
before the days of Danus and Alexander, of the
_ great differences in physical conditions and
environments in which the different braoches
lived, and of the foreign cultural influences to
which these semi-barbarons communities were
exposed, such important resemblances can still
be detected,

Ethnologists state that inspite of the inter-
mixture of races which has gone on mare or less
at all times, and the tendency of individuals to

~vary under the effects of climate
mﬁl' e and environment, there has always
" beena lendency to revert to the
jprimitive types, viz (1) the Cauetsian, with
ustally a fair skin, soft; straight or wavy hair,
full grown beard, long or broad headform,
narrow face, and wellshaped nose; (2) the
Mongolian, with yellow or reddish complexion,
_coarse straight hair, scanty or no beard, broad
‘head, broad and Hat face with high cheek-bones,
small and depressed nose, and slanting eyves; (1)
the Ethiopianor Negroid, with black complexion,

Eal




THE ARYANS 9 5

black frizzly hair, long head, broad and Bar
nose; moderate beard, thick lips, large teeth, and
long forearm, The Caucasians again are gener.
ally subdivided into (a) Indo-Germans or Aryans,
(b) Semites, (c) Hamites or Berbers. Peschel
and many other ethnologisis are agreed by ex-
amining the head-form, nose, hair, skin, and other
phystcal festures of the Hindus (non-Dravidian)
that they in common with the Persians and the
Europeans belong to the Indo-Germanic group.
This hypothesis of community of blood between
the Indians and the Europeans is supported
by evidences from the Vedus and the Epics,
where the typical Aryan is described as a tall,
generally fair-complexioned person, with narrow,
prominent nose, good hair, large eyes, broad
shoulders, and slim waist, features which even
to-day are regarded in India as constituting an
ideal physique.

In Europe three different types have been
clearly distinguished—{(1) the Nordic or
Teutonic, tll, fair, dolichocephalic or long-
headed, (2) the Alpine or Calto-Slav, fair,
both short and tall, brachycephalic or broad-
beaded, (3) the Mediterrunean, short, dark,
dolichoceplialic, Great acrimony is displayed in
the discussion about the relationship of each of
these types with the onginal Aryan stock, and is
made more bitter by the national jealousy between
the German and the French, the German

y 2
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o THE ARYANISATION OF INDIA

scholars like Posche, Penka, and Helin generally
chiming direct descent for the Teuton from
the original stock and tracing the brachycepha-
lic Celt to Turanian or Mongolian origin, while
the Gallic scholars like Chavee, De Mortillet,
and Ujfalvy representing the primitive Aryans
as brachycepbalic and assigning African origin
to the dolichocephalic Teuton. The tendency,
bhowever, of modern scholars, as Feist in Ger-
many, and de Michelis in France, is to find a
solution to this knotty problem by assuming
that the primitve Aryans were not a pure
race, but a mixture of different types, both
dolichocephalic and brachycephalic, who in
prehistoric times were welded together into a
linguistic and cultural wnity, as the present
English have been formed from Iberians, Celts,
and Teutons. Inspite of such obvious physical
differences, the Indo-Germans can be grouped
together in a single division because we recog-
nise A common racial stamp in the facial
expression, the shape of the nose, tfe stmcture
of the hair, partly also the bodily proportions,
inall of which points they agree more with
each other than with the other divisions,
From a comparative study of their social
institutions it is found that there
ve are many customary laws and
*  social rules peculiarly common ta
the Hindos and the ancient Europesns, which
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riises a strong supposition, irfespective of
other considerations, that they had a common
origin, “It does not appear to me a bazardons
proposition - that the Tndian and the ancient
European systems of enjoyment and tillage
by men grouped in village communities are in
all essentin]l particulars identical.------There
is the arable mark divided into separate lots
but cultivated according to minute customary
toles binding on all..--<-«There is the waste or
common land, out of which the amble mark
has beerl cur, enjoyed as pasture by all the
community pro-indivisio. There is the village,
consisting of habitatons each ruled by a des-
potic pater familias, And there is constantly
a council of government to determine disputes
as to custom.” (Maine, Village Communities),
Havell also notices that “‘the description of
the old English village communities in Schies
wig and Jutland given by a well-known historian
(]J. R. Green), and the characteristics ascribed
to the ancestors of the Anglo-Saxon rmce,

‘cotrespond c’osn:[;,r with what is known of the

early Aryan settlements in India from their
literary records and from traditional evidence."
And the resemblance becomes more striking
when we compare them “with the more ancient
Dravidian communal system of India in which
mother instead of father was the head of the
family, hunting and robbing were the principal

B
-



12 THE ARVANISATION OF INDIA

means of subsistence instead of agriculture and
cattle farming, and civilization more mercantile
than agricaltnral.”  According to Senart, even
in social organisation in which the Hindus with
their caste system differ most from the European
branches of the Aryan family there is a great
resemblance between the Hindu system and
those of the Greeks and the Romans in the
earlier stages-of their nationul developments,
€. the gens, curin, tribe at Rome, family,
phmtria in Greece, and family, gotra, caste in
India, Endogamous and hypergamous rights
were nof unknown in ancient Greece and Rome.
The resemblance is greater between the Hindu
system and the ancient Tranian division of
society into four classes—priests, warriors,
cultivators, and artisans—especially when we
hind that the rule of endogamy prevailed it
least among the highest class, the Athravans,
corresponding to the Brahmins of Indin,

“The offering of gifts to the gods in fire is
Indo-European, as is shown by the pgreement of
the Greeks, Romans, and Indisns. Indo-Euro-
pean also is that part of the marriage ritual in
which the newly wedded couple walk round the
nuptial fire, the bridegroom presenting a burnt
offering and the bride an offering of grain ; for
among the Romans also the young piir walked
round the altar from left to right before offering
‘bread (far) in the fire Indo-European, too,

il
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must be the practice of scattering rice or grain
(ns o symbol of fertility) over the bride and
bridegroom, as preseribed in the Sutras; for it
is widely diffused samong peoples who cannot
have borrowed it. Still older is the Indian
ceremony of producing the sacrificial fire by
the friction of two pieces of wood. Similarly
the practice in the construction of the Indian
fire-altar of wulling up in the lowest layer of
bricks the heads of five different victims, in-
cluding that of a man, goes back to an ancient
belief that a building can only be firmly erected
when a man or an animal is buried with its
foundations." (Macdonell, Sanskrit literature),
Ifit be a fact that the ancestors of a large
section of the people of Europe, Persia, and
India at one time lived in
l‘m tﬂ?‘ one place, spoke one langunge,
_ and possessed one culture,
the question that naturally arises is whers that
original bome of the Arvans was. The
orthodox Igdian opinion is that Indin has ever
been the home of the Hindus, and that if the
Persians and the Europeans have been proved
to be related to the Hindus, presumably thev
must bave migrated from India. Apparently
this puin: of view seems to be correct because
itis in India that the earliest known Aryan
literature, the Vedas, was composed and exists,
and that the modern Hindu religion and social
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structure are directly descended from the
Vedic institutions. This opinion gains additional
force when it is stated that nowhere in Indian
literature, not even in the Vedas, is there any
tradition recorded about any immigration from
abroad, such as exists among' peoples who are
known to have migrated from one country
to another.

The current opinion among European
scholars is that India could not be the home

of the undivided Aryans, (1) *“It js
I"Ei. “l J:‘ nowise probable that the migrations

which have peopled so large a part
of the globe should have commernced at its
souithern extremity, and have been constantly
directed from that point towards the north-west,
On the contrary, everything concurs to persuade
us that the colonies set out from n central
region in divergent directions.” (Schlegel,
Essais),

(z). “None of the phenomena of speech,
customs, or ideas ohservable among the other
coguate mations indicate an Indian origin. Of
the countries which were anciently occupied
by the great Indo-Germanic family India was
the most peculiar, and differed the most widely
from the others; and it would be uniccountable
that no trace of these Indian peculiarities should
have been preserved by any of the other Indo-
Germanic races in later times, if they had all
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originally dwelt in Indin.” (Lassen, Indian
Antiquities). A comparison of the Aryan lan-
guages leadsus to believe that the early Aryans,
wherever they might have lived, were familiar
with the birch, the pine, and also probably the
oalk and willow, trees which do not generally
grow in the pliihs of India ; with snow and
ice, but not with bot summer ; and certainly
not with the elephant, the lion, the tiger,
the banian tree, and rice, things peculiarly
characteristic of the Indian soil. To the Rig-
vedic Indians the elephant first appears asa
strange animal, which they called a beast (mriga)
with.a band ( hastin ), while in later times
when the novelty of the animal had gone it was
commonly known as hastin only,

. (3). At one time it was believed that the
Vedic language was the parent stock from which
the different Aryan linguuges were sprung,
and that the Vedas being known to have heen
composed'in India the different Aryan-speaking
peoples mus? have migrated from India. Bug
philology bas proved that Latin and Greek,
and even the old Iranian language were not
the daughters, but younger sisters, of the Vedic
langunge, and that ull of them were descended
from a parent stock of which there is no liters-
ture extant. For instance, Latin and Gresk
have preserved some forms of inflection which
are more archaic than those preserved in the
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Vedas. Again, there are some roots, nominal
and verbal, in which the Indianlanguage appears
to have lost the original form of the word, while
it has been preserved n Greek and Latin, or
both. An example is the Sanskrit word tara,
a star, which seems to have been originally
stara, o form which has been preserved in the
Greek aster and astron, in the Latin astrum,
48 well as in' the Zend stara, Further there
exist a number of Sanskrit nonns, which must
have been derived from madicals whicli in their
verbal form are not discoverahle even in the
Vedas. (Muir, Sanskrit Texts I1.) _
(4) During the Rigvedic period the Indo-
ryans were evidently confined to the Punjab
and the Gangetic Donb, because while almost
all the rivers of North-west India and eved
Afghanistan are frequently mentioned, and the
highest regard shown to the Indus and the Sara-
swati, the Rigvedic hymns are silent with regard
to any place or river name beyond the Ganges,
and even the famous Ganges I mentioned
directly but once. That even the Punjab could
not be the original home of the Aryan people
is: proved by the fact that during the Rigvedic
period even 1n that land the Indo-Aryans were

surrounded by peoples, Dasyus, Dasas, Rakhas,

with whom they had very little in common,
either in physique, language, or creed, and with
whom they were carrying on ceaseless wars
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of extermination. The Dasyus were the natives:
of the soil, whose towns and fortresses were
captured and groperties seized by the aggressive
Indo-Aryans and who were gradually being
pushed away from the country, It isimpro-
bable, if ‘we assume the Aryans.to be autoch-
thonousin India, that two such entirely dilferent
types of people shonld huve ever been living
in the same limited area and developing on®
their own lines without any intermingling,
Besides, the Vedic Aryans at that time seem
not 1o have been very numerous, and even the
Punjals, not to speak of the other parts of India,
muust bave been very thinly peopled. Why
then should o large number of them emigrate
to thie &8s hospitable lands in Persin and Europe
while vast fertile fields and pleasanter climate
rgmained in their own immediate neighbourhood
in t® Indian Peninsula ¢ The expansion of°
the Aryang over Eastern and Southem India
took place in comparatively recent times. The
diffusion of 'the Aryans from the Punjab gra-
dually but steadily towards the interior also
leads to the conclusion that they came from
the north-west,

(). It is true that the Indian literature
does not contain any distinct reference toa
migration from s northern home. But there
are passages here and there which appear in a
way to point (o the tradition of a foreign

3
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origin,. (a) Expressions fike Zokam pushyema
lanayam shatam himah, May we cherish a son
and progeny a hundred winters (Rig Lbgig),
snd Pashyema sharadah shatam jivema sharadak
shalam, May we see, may we live, a hundred
autumns (Rig V11, 66, 16), might be reminiscent
of the colder regions from whichthey bad come,
where the winler conditions having prevailed
for the greater part of the year, the winter of
aptumn became synonymous with the year. (b) %
In Rig 1. 30. g Indra is invoked to come from
“the ancient abode,” which might mean the
ancient home of the Aryans, and connected
with this is the tradition that Tndralay@ior the
abode of Indra lay to the north of the Hindn-
kush, as is mentioned in the Amarakoshi and
Sabdaratnavali, (c) Uttarakury, the traditional
Elysium of the Hindus, and Meru, the abode
of their gods, lie fr to the north. Why
should they locate these places outside India
far to the north unless they had memories of
a northern home of their own ?  (d) The know-
ledge of long polar days and nights, and horizon-
tal movements of stars in the polar regions,
as shown in their description of Meru and its
denizens (Tait, Brahmana I11. ¢. 22, 1 ; Mhbh,
Vanaparba ch. 163 ; Manu L 67), has led some
scholars 10 point to the polar regionsas the
cradle of the Aryan people, (e) Tilak points
out that in the Rigveda great prominence is
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given to the goddes Ushas (dawn), who is
celehratod in about twenty hymns of the finest
quitlity, and mentioned more than three hundred
times, and that the period of dawn is divided
in the Vedic literuture into several parts with
eluborate and intricate rites prescribed for
aich part. All these are out of all proportion
to the short-lived and evanescent dawn of the
Indian 7one, and though Tilak bas not been
able to successfully establish his theory of an
Artic home of the Arysus from this and other
points, we may dpree with him that the Indo-
Aryans came from a land where the morning
twilight was of greater duration than i India,
(0 Tn Kaushitaki Brubmana VIL 6. the lan-
guage of the northern regions is suid to be'a
mode! one, which might refer to the Arvan
tongue being spoken in its purity in their ori=
ginal home in the north.

(6) In the first Fargard of the Vendidad
where Ahgra Mazda, the great god of. the Ira-
nidns; is .'desc.ﬁhcd as having created the different
countries, imeiuding Hapta- Hendu or the Punjab,
one after another, it is stated that Airyanavaejo,
which was created first of all, had Jong winters,
aind that the sncestors of the Iranians started
in their migmtions from that coudtry. Thus
the [runians, who are closely associated with
the Tndo-Aryans, point 1ot to India or Hapta-
Hendn but to' Airyanavaejo, which could not
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have been a part of India, as their original
home,

If India be not the cradle of the Aryan race,
where is that 2 The question has not yet been

satisfactorily answered, There is
f’ﬁ:‘qﬁ'ﬂ the greatest diversity of opinion

among scholars, and various coun-
tries, e.g. Central Asia, North Africa (Sergi,
Zaborowslki), South Russia (Beafey), North
Gemuny (Kossinna, Hirt), Scandinavia (Penka,
Rbys), Hungary (Giles), Eastern Europe (Fligier),
Northern Europe (Cuno), North Pole (Warren,
Tilak), Central and West Germany (Geiger),
tiave been contended for as the primitive habitat
of the Aryans with arguments which are more
or less shadowy and inconclusive. Of these
the Central Asian Theory was advocated by such
eminent sholars of the last century as Rhode,
Schlegel, Pott, Lassen, Jacob Grimm, Pictet, Max
Muller, Schleicher, Mommsen, Sayce, Hale, and
i5 even gow more current and presents fewer
abjections than any other. It would, therefore,
bie not inappropriate to give a Eummm}* of
their muin arguments here,

(1) The almost continuous extension of
the Aryanespeaking peoples from the Brahma-
putra to the Atlantic naturally leads one to
assume that there must bave been 5 primitive
centre of dispersion, and because of all the
Aryan dialects Sanskrit and Zend may be
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considered to have changed the least while
Celtic in the extreme west has changed the most,
the presumption is that the lands now occupied
by Sanskrit and Zend must be the nearest to
the primitive home. (Sayce, Science of Lan-
guages 11),

(2) This hypothesis ts sapported by the
Iranian tradition in the Zend Avesta which
says that the first creation of man wok place
in Atryanavagjo, from which the Iranians spread
aver more than a dozen countries before reach-
ing Persia. Now asmost of these plices are
situate in or about Central Asia, Airyanavaejo
or the original abode of the Iranians is believed
to have existed somewhere between the Capcasus
and the Oxus.

(3). Sayce observes that the above tradition
agrees with the finding of Comparative Philo-
logy that the early Aryan home was a cold
region, *where trees like birch and pine grew, and
where winter was familiar with its snow andice.”

(4) Hete in Central Asia are found all
the ph}rsi::ﬁ elements which zoologists and
philologists demand for the grear specialisations
in language and culture made by the primitive

Aryans before their dispersal; their numerous

population with cows snd  horses—a vast plain
undivided by lofty mountains or deserts or

impassable forests, a temperate climate, and
phundance of food both for men and canle.
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(5) In the absence of any common words
for sea and salt in the different Aryan languages
it is inferred that the undivided Aryans lived
in-an inland country,

(6). In luter times it was Central Asia which
was the breeding place of the numerous Tartar
hardes which overflowed into Persia, India,
the Eupbrates valley, and even Europe, as the
Aryans had done severdl milleniims ago.

(7). ‘A Babylonian tablet about 2100
B. C. indicates that the horse wasnrecent
acquisition among the ass-using folk of Babylon,
and describes it as “the ass from the east’
or “from the mountains,” “Its arrival here
is commonly referred to that irruption of fresh
peoples from Iran or beyond, who founded
the barbarian Kassite (Aryan) dynasty of
Bubylon ; as thereis no reason to believe that
the great plateay of Tran itself was even then
in much better condition than now to support
an indigenous pastoral civilization, it is probable
thut this irruption eriginated further o the north-
gast,....and that it is to be connmected, in its
mgnificance, if not precisely in date, with the
irmuption of Aryan-speaking folk into India from
the same northern reservoir, and with that west-
ward outflow of the ‘tumnlns folk’ across the
Dneiper, which broke up the painted-ware
culture of Tripolje and penetrated through
Galacia into Bohemia, and through the Balkan
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lanids into North-west Asin Minor.” (Cambridge
Ancient History L p. 107), '

(8), E. Meyer, Geschichte des altertums,
19aq, |. 2, discussing the original home of the
Indo-Europeans remarks (p. %oo) that the
discovery of Tocharish (a language spoken
itr north-eastern Afghanistan), a language belong-
ing apparently to the centum (Western ind
Furopean) group, overthrows oll  earlier
conceptions as to tre distribution of the Indo-
Germans and gives weight to the hypothesis
of their Asiatic origin” (Keaneand Haddon,
Man ¢ Past and Present. p. 441)

One of the principal argument urged
against the Central Asan (heory is thnr the
dreiry Central Asian steppes. could not find
subsistenge for a pumerous community as the
proto-Aryans must bave been before their
dispersal. To this it may be sad thar  the
climate of Central Asin ind Eastern Persia has
nndergone a materit] change for the worse
even in hisgorical tmes, Geologists like Blan-
ford and Vredenburg have proved that the
rainfall in Central Asia has fallen off greatly
in comparatively modern times making vast
areas uncultivable and pmctically uninhahbi-
table. (Mem. Geol. Survey of India XXXI pt.2).
Kirmap is now un almost desert country with
very scanty minfall. But Strubo in the first
century B. C. describes it as a lertile and well-
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European races than the people of any other
part of India. It may seem strange that the
people of the Punjab, which is the gate of
India, bave been able to retain for thousands
of years their original Aryan type inspite of
being exposed to countless waves of invasion
by various races from the north and west. But
we are to remember that the climate has con-
sidernbly changed in Central Asia, Afghanistan,
and Beluchistan since the Aryans first invaded
India. The rminfall has greatly fallen off,
the rivers and streams have slowly dried up,
and desert claims as its own the once fertile
[ands. It is now not possible for a tribal
migration across the north-western frontiers
of India. The road is practically closed except
to swiftly moving troops in comparatively
small numbers who can no doubt fight and
conguer, but cannot effect any appreciable
change in the racial characteristics of the
people of India,
According to the late Dr. A. F, R. Hoemle,
after the first stream of Aryan jnvaders had
settled in the Punjab a second
Hoerule's Theory of  hang from Central Asin, find-
ing the uswal route by the
Kabul valley barred, pushed their way through
Gilghit and Chitral, keeping close to the

northern mountains and entered like a wedge

into  the Midland country or Madhyadesha
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(which extended from the Himalayas on the
north to the Vindhyus on the south, and from
Sirhind in the Eastern Punjab on the west
to the confluence of the Ganges and the
Jumna on the east). There they split asunder
the first immigrants, and forced them outwards
in three directions, to the east, south, and
west. It was among the second group on the
Saraswati, Jumna, and Ganges that sacerdotal
rites and caste system were more fully
developed, which distinguish the classical
Brahmanic from the earlier Rigvedic culture,
Hence we find that the Punjab, though it was
the earfiest Aryan settlement in India, was
in Jater times regarded as unholy land and the
people as barbarians. In the Mahabharata the
Punjabese are regarded as the ofispring of
Pishachas or demons. On the other hand,
the land between the Saraswati and the
Drishadvati, Brahmavarta, is described as the
most sacred, the mnext in importance being
Brahmarshidesha which extended as fr the
confluence g the Ganges and the Jumua (Manu,
I 17-19).
Hoemle's theory has received the weighty
support of Sir George Grierson and Sir Herbert
Risley, and bears the stamp of
w official recognition of the Govern-
ment of India. Sir George Grier-
son, who as Director of the Linguistic Survey
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of India possesses a unique knowledge of the
languages spoken in the different parts of India,
finds on careful examination that there are
radical differences between the Western Hins
dustani, which is spoken in its purest form in
the Gapgetic Doab, in an almost pure form in
the Eastern Punjab, and in a modified fiorm
in Oudh, Rajputana, Gujarat, and Central India,
and the dialects of the Outer Band, namely,
Kashmiri, Sindhi, Malratta, Behari, Bengali,
Assamese, Oriya, dialects which are all more
closely related to each other than any of them
to the language of the Midland. “In fact, at
early periad of the linguistic history of Indii
'?;m must have been two sets of Indo-Aryan
miwmna the language of the Midland, and
the other the group of dialects forming the
Outer Band. From this it has been argued,
and the contention is entirely borne out by the
results of the ethnological enquiries, that the
inhabitants of the Midland represent the Iatest
stage of Indo-Aryan immigration.” o Sir Herbert
Risley supports this theory as othegwise “it is
difficult to account for the marked divergence
of type that distinguishes the people of the
Eastern Punjab from the people of Western
Hindustan. If there had been no second and
distinct incursion coming in like wedge behind
the original colonists, no such sharp contrast
would now be discernible. One type would
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. mell into the other by imperceptible gradations,

and scientific observation and popular im-
pressions would not occur, as they do, in affirm-
ing that a marked change takes plice some-
where about the longitude of Sirhind—a name
which itself preserves the tradition of an ethnic
frontier. Wor is this the only point in favour
of Dr. Hoernle's hypothesis, That theory
farther explains how it is that the Vedic hymns
contain no reference to the rowte by which the
Aryans entered India or to their earlier settle-
ments on the Indus; and it accounts for the
antagonism between the eastern and western
sections and for thefact that the latter were

regarded as comparative barbarians by the more

cultured inhabitants of the Middie-land” (Peo-
ple of India. pp. 54-55),

Mr. C. V. Vaidya in his Epic India seems
to find in the Pandavas and their ldinsmen the
later Aryan immigrants, and thinks that the
Kurukshetra war marks the victory of the new-
comers over ghe old. The custam of polyandry,
which is r#asenttd by Yudhisthira as “our
family custom," seems to distingnish them from
the Kurus in whose family there was no such
practice, and accords very well with the bypo-
thesis that the later inmigrants, travelling by a
very difficult route, could bring with them few
women, and so had to practise polyandry, and
also to mingle more freely with the aboriginal

Y
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of India possesses a unique knowledge of the
languages spoken in the different parts of India,
finds on careful examination that there are
radical differences between the Western Hin-
dustani, which is spoken in its purest form in
the Gangetic Doab, in an almost pure form in
the Eastern Punjub, and in a modified form
in Ondh, Rajputana, Gujarat, and Central [ndia,
and the dialects of the Outer Band, namely,
Kashmiri, Sindhi, Mahratta, Behari, Bengali,
Assamese, Oriya, dialects which are all more
closely related to each other than any of them
to the language of the Midland. “In fact, at
-E early period of the linguistic history of India

o 1here must have been two sets of Indo-Aryan

tects—one the langnage of the Midland, and
the other the group of dialects forming the
Outer Band. From this it has been argued,
and the contention is entirely borne out by the
results of the ethnological enquiries, that the
inhabitants of the Midland represent the latest
stage of Indo-Aryan immigration.” o Sir Herbert
Risley supports this theory as othegwise “it is
difficult to account for the marked divergence
of type that distinguishes the people of the
Eastern Punjab from the people of Western
Hindustan. If there had been no second and
distinct incursion coming in like a wedge behind
the original colonists, no such sharp contrast
would now be discernible. Ope type would




e

COMING OF THE ARYANS 29

" el fiito the-otber by imperceptible gradations,

and  scientific observation and popular im-
pressions would not occur, as they do, in affirm-
ing that a marked change takes place some-
where about the longitude of Sirhind—a name
which itself preserves the tradition of an ethnic
frontier. WNor is this the only point in favonr
of Dr. Hoemle's hypothesis. That theory
further explains how it is that the Vedic hymns
contain no reference to the romte by which the
Aryans entered India or to their earlier settle-
ments on the Indus i and it accounts for the
antagonism between the eastern and western
sections and for the'fact that the latter were

regarded as comparative barbarians by the mn'mt &

cultured inhabitants of the Middle-land." (Peo-
ple of India. pp. 54-35).

Mr. C. V. Vaidya in his Epic India seems
to find in the Pandavas und their linsmen the
later Aryan immigrants, and thinks that the
Kurukshetra war marks the victory of the new-
comers over gjhe old. The custom of polyandry,
which is mgjr]es:utcd by Yudhisthira as “pur
family custom,”’ seems to distinguish them from
the Kurus in whose family there was no such
practice, and accords very well with the bypo-
thesis that the later immigrants, travelling by a
very difficult route, could bring with them few
women, and so had to practise polyandry, and
also to mingle more freely with thuabangiul
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population than the earlier conquerors, which
accounts for sucha sudden divergence in physical
type between the people of the Punjab and
those of the Gangetic valley, The Pandava
brothers, too, had little distaste for marriage
with girls of the aboriginal races, Rakshasa or
Naga,
Hoemle's theory, bowever, bas not passed
. unchallenged. Prof. Rapson writing
H“"!"“'im"ﬂi in the Cambridge History of India
I (p. 45) observes, “This theory is
made improbable by the physical difficulties of
the route suggested, and some of the arguments
adduced in its fayourare demonstrably mistaken.
«Fhere is no such break of continuity between
the tribes of the Rigveda and the peoples of the
later literature asit presupposes............Both
of the facts mentioned above—the abrupt transi-
tion from the Indo-Aryan to the Aryo-Dravidian
type, and the extension of Aryan influence from
Brahmavarta to Brahmarshidesha—are best un-
derstood if we remember the natural feature
which connects the plain of the Indhs with the
plain of the Ganges. This isthe strait of habitable
land which lies between the desert and the
mountains, Its historical significance has al-
ready been noticed. It is in this strait that the
decisive battles, on which the fate of India has
depended, have been fought; and heretoo we may

suppose that the progress of racial migrations
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from the north-west in prehistoric times must
have been checked. Both politically and ethno-
graphically it forms a natural houndary. In the
age of the Rigveda the Aryans had not broken
through the barrier, though the Jumnpais men-
tioned in a hymn (VII.18.1g) in such a wayas
to indicate that a battle had been won on its
banks. Tt was only at some Jater date that the
country between the Upper Jumnaand Ganges
and the district of Delhi were occupied....The
epoch of Indo-Aryan tribal migration was defi-
nitely closed. It was succeeded by the epoch
of Indo-Aryan colonisation.”

Prof. Chanda in his Indo-Aryan Races
tries to demolish Hoemle's theory and set

‘ up @ theory of his own. “To
e Zheory. efpiain the peculiar position of
the mixed or intermediate Indo-Aryan lan-
guages, Grierson assumes that the population
and power of the Midland increased and its
armies and its settlers carried its language to
the Eastern Punjab, Gujarat, and OQuodh. But
the Vedic, Jthe Pali-Buddhist, and Pauranic
literatures preserve no tradition relating to
the conquest and annexation of Usinara on
the one hand, Kosala and Kasi on the other,
by the Kurus, Panchalas, Matsyas or Vasas.
According to the Aitareyn Brahmana (VIIL 1)
while the kings (rajas) of the Middle country
—of Usinara, Kuru, Panchala, and Vass—were
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consecrated to "langdom" (rajyaya), in the
eastern country (prachyam disi) the mlers
(rajas) of the eastern peoples—of the Kosalas
and Videhas—were consecrated to empire
(samrajyaya). This seems to indicate that at the
time of the composicion of this Brahmana
the mlers of the East were much more
powerful than the rulers of the Middle country.
The dynasties and clans that held sway
contemporaneously in the Middle and Outer
countries of Northern India according to the
Brahmanas and the Upanishads survived down
to about a century after Buddhs. ...The tide
of conquest, when it started, started not from
the west but from the east—from Magadha,”
by the Sisunagas, the Nandas, the Mauryas,
and the Guptas. "It was not, therefore, the
conquering armies of the Midland, but the
armies and settlers from Magadha and other
Outer countries that carried their languages®
to Oudh and other places where mixed
languages are now spoken.”  After thus
criticising the theory of Hoemle aid Grierson
Chanda goes on to propound a new theory,
according to which later Aryan invaders of
the brachycephalic Celtic type finding the
greater part of Upper Hindustan in possession
of the dolichocephalic Vedic Aryans found
their way some to the lower Gangetic plain
across the tableland of Central India, and
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some into the Kathiwar Peninsula and the
Deccan, thus occupying the Cuter countries
from Kashmir to Bengal. This theory, lowever,
as Bammett remarks, seems on the whole less
probuble thaun the other. It does not secconnt
for the predominance of !ong-head in the
Punjab, the change of head-form towanrds®
broadness from the Punjab to the Gangetic
valley, and the gradual, not sharp, chunge in
head-form and nose-shape from the Jumoa to
the lower Gangetic valley, and also [o# the
anthropometric diversities between the peoples
of Kashmir, the Punjab, Sind, Gujarat, Maha-
rastra, and Bengal, though they are smd to
belong to one race.

The problem of a second invasion stiil
remains a puzle, Tt is not unlikely that the
Second lirvasion lndnﬂ.ﬂtrﬂna did not come all at

Theary nat  one (ime and by one route only.
THeceSAD.  Some seem to find evidences in
the Rigveda of the tribes Yadu and Turvasha
coming by sea. We are told in Rig. VI. 0. 12,
“0 hero {I:ﬁm}. thou broughtest in safety
over the sea (samudra) Turvasba and Yadu,"
though the word samudra is interpreted by many
scholars as meaning not sea but a mass of
waters only, But it is almost impossible to
disentangle the descendants of the later immi-
grants, if any, from those of the earlier in the
greater part of the country. In order o

5

#
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find an explanation for the cultural difference
between the peoples of the Tnner and Outer
Bands we have a clue in some Epic and
Pauranic traditions. The Anus, one of the
Rigvedic tnbes living in the Punjab, are said to
have been divided into two branches, one the
"Usinaras with their offshoots, the Vaundheyas,
Kekayas, Madrakas, Sivis, Sauviras and others,
ruling in the Punjab and Sind, and the other
the Titikshus under the sons of Bali mling
over“Bengal, East Behar, and Orissa (Angs,
Vangn, Kalinga, Pundra, Suhma). Or in other
words, the Aryin conguerors of Eastern [ndis
came mostly from the Punjab and not the Midland
country. The dillerences in physical type
between the Punjab end the Eastern countries
are not so unusual as to be incapable of being
explained by the ordinary effect of Dravidian
and Mongolian influences upon a thinning stream
of Aryan conquerors. In Northern India, 1
agree with Risley that the tendency towards
broad-iead was the resnlt not so much of
the immigration of brachycepfllic Aryan
tribes ag of the admixture of Mongolian
hlood, which becomes more. pronounced
as one goes farther to the east. The statement
of the late Dr. Smith, even if we do not
. agree with him as regerds the extmction of
the Sakyas and the Lichchbavis, seems true
that the Mongolian element played a more

a
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important part in Northern India than is
generally realised. Besides the cephalic and
nasal indices, a blue patch in the lower sacral
region of the new born, which is characteristic
al the South Mongol races (Keune and Haddon,
Man Past and Present p, 164), betrays Mon-
golian - strain in muny a child even among the
higher classes in the lower Gangetic valley,
The differences in language between the Midland
group and the Outer group can be easily ex~
plained it we remember that the Brahmanic
literature and institutions as distingnished from
the Rigvedic grew up in the Kuru-Panchala
country, while the peopleofl the Punjub remained
buckward or primitive. So there were two types
of culture—the oller of the Punjub and the
later of the Midland. It is the former type
which with the Anus spread to Eastern India
and with the Yadus to the Deccan: Later the
Midland culture began to conguer its way to
the west through Malwa, Rajputana, and Gujarmu,
while on the east, in Videha, Kasi, and Oudh,
it somewhad receded before the conguering
urmies of Southern and Eastern Behar,

The only case which still baffles the
anthropologists is the Mahratta people with
i their broad heads. The modern
-&“l‘i. ¥ pure Dravidians are loog-headed,
und the Vedic Aryans too are

believed to have been long-headed, and so also
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are the Pre-Dravidian Munda and Mon-Khmer
races. How then to account for the hroad
bead of the Mabratta? According to Chanda
the second stream of Aryan people who
encircled the first group on three sides belonged
to the brachycephalic Celtic type. Without
going so far as to assume a ring of cognate
races belonging to one type from one end of
India to the other, we can agree with him
in the assumption that a tribe of Aryans of the
Celtic type came and settled in the Mahratta
districts only. At least thisis more probable than
Risley's theory of Scytho-Dravidian origin
of the Mahratta people becanse it seems
unlikely that the Scythian ipvaders could come
through the dreary north-western (froutiers,
and throngh the Punjab, Malwa, Gujarar to
Jthe Muhratta country in such large numbers
45 10 be able to strongly infiuence the ethnic
churacteristics of the vast Aryo-Dravidian
population already settled there ; or than Dr.
Bamnett's too bold assumption (Antiguities of
India p. 32) that “the Dravidian blodd vanished
in that of the old native stocks (Munda and
Mon-khmer races)in most districts, but preserved
some of ity old  chamcteristics in the
Mabratta country (traditionally Dravidian)."
If we remember that broad-hended Aryan-
Speaking peoples are to be found in Persia
arld Afghanistan and that there was frequent

- ——
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intercourse between the Persian Gulf and the
western coasts of Indin even in prehistoric times,
itis not difficult to conceive of a migration
of broad-headed tribes, either Aryan of the
Celtic type, or mixed Aryan and Sonth
Semitic, or Aryanised aborigines, from Iran
to Western India (like that of the Parsees
in historical times) at a time when the native
Dravidian population was not very dense and
when the Vedic Aryans had not extended
their influence beyond the Nerbudda, So
when the latter came and imposed their culture,
the populition had already received an indelible
stamp of the brachycephalic type, which was
kept alive by the likely influx of mall groups
from the Persisn Gulf from time to time
in the wake of commerce and colonisation.
So instead of the nime Scytho-Dravidian given
by Risley we may call the Mahratea type
Irano-Dravidisn.e  According to most scholars,

} * “Overlooking later Mongolo-Turki encroachmants, a .
grneral survey will, I think, show that fram the earliest times
the whole af this region (Irunia) has formed p=rt of the Canca-
sic dommaing that the bulk of the indigenous populations must
have belonged to the dark, round-headed Alpine type; that
these, still found tn compact masses in many places, wers
appErently conquered, but certainly Assanised in speoch, [n
very romate prehistonc times by lang-headed biond Aryens of J
the Imnic and Galchic branches, who arrived in large numbers % =
from the contignous Eurasian steppe, wingled generally with e
the brachy aborigines, hut also kept aloof in several districts,
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including Grierson and Rapson, the Pishacha
languages in the north-western frontier districts
were evolved through contact between the Indo-
Aryan and Iranian langnages. It is well-known
that at one time one form of Pishacha language
prevailed in the Mahmtta country, which too
lends colour to the hypothesis of Iranian element
in the Mahratta blood. Again, the name Ratti-
kas ar Rattas of the people of the country which
was in use at least as early as the time of Asolka
sounds very similar to that of the warrior class
of Imn;, Rathaesthas.

where (hey stll sinvive with more or less modified protos
Aryan features,......Both Imnic and Galchic are thus rather
finguistic than ethnic terms, and #0 trus is this that a phile-
logist always knows what i meant byan Imnic languags;
while'the anthropologist is unable to define or form any clear
conception of an Iranian, who may be either of long-headed
Nordie or round-headed Alpine type,” {Keane znd Haddom,
Man Past ond Present pp. 541—542). '

According o F, v. Luschan (The Early Inhabitants of
-Asia), the primitive peopls of Western Asia were brachyoe-
phalic and dark.

Seligman (The Physical Characters of theMrabe) hes shown
that the Semites of Southern Ambia are predominantly

brachycephalic, the eephalic Index ranging from 71 to gs, with
an ' averages ol about B3,




CHAPTER 111
DATE OF INDO-ARYAN INVASIONS.

In order to construct a workable chronology

of the Vedic period we must first ascertain
.. the approximate dates of the

S o Sumid. celebrated grammarian Panini, and
of the adoption: of writing for the expression of
the Sanskrit language We know definitely that
Patanjali, the great commentator on Panini's
grammar, lived in the middle of the and century
B, C. Between Patanjali and Katyayana, the
great critic commentator, there arose & lurge
number of grammarians, authors of Varttikas
und Karikas, such as Bharadvajiyas, Saunagas
and others, who have been noticed in Patan-
Jali's book, and hence we may reasonably put
Katyayana two centuries earlier, in the middle
of the 4th century B, C. Now that is exactly
the time assigned to Katyayana by Indian
tradition according to which he was minister to
# Nanda lang.® We cannot, however, accept

* Mr. Tayaswal {Indmn Antiqoary XLVIT po128) seems o
find in Katyayana's note Sakapurthivedinannpacantiyinam
an Panini IL £ 66, a reference to the Aracidae kings of

Parthin, and so mssirme Katysyanae to the fajter balf of the

thind century BC. Bat if the word Saka hers was uied o
denote 3 race, Patanjali, who from his dats was expected to
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the story of the Kathasaritsugnra, written in the
rath century A. D, about the defeat of Panini
by Kautyayana, except as an allegory to describe
the extremely learned and destructive criticism
of Katyayana's Varttikas upon Panini's book.
Against that tradition may be set anotherin
the recently discovered drama Padmapravritakam
by Sudrika, which contains a character, Katya-
yana, which is evidently a caricature of the
famous grammarian, and makes him a con-
temporary not of Panini, but of a descendant of
his. That Panini was anterior to, and nota
contemporary of, Katyayana is indicated by
Patanjuli's reference of Panini as a Rishi, who
sees” (pashyati) i. e, to whom is revealed a
particular rule, as distinguished from what
others like Katyayana “say" ( bakshyati).
Secondly, had they been contemporaries, Paninr's
Sutras, abount half of which had been attacked by
Katyayana, could not have survived the very
learned and bitter criticism of the rival, and
gained universal fame as the greatest authority
in grammar. “How could India,” 'Goldstucker

be mote scquainted with the Sakas, could not have explained
it a8 Sakabhojl, vegetable-snting and Bhattofi Dikshit a3
Sakapriya, fom) of power, Tf, however, the word Saka must
be made to denote u proper name, thers s no necesmiity to
go to Parsia, as Saka was quite & common mame amomny the
Vedic Indiams, e g, Sakadesa Bhaditayana of the Varan
Bahmam, Sakayana of Esthaka Samhita.

e
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abserves, “resoumd with the fame of a work
which was so imperfect us to contain at 1Ih.t:liit
10,000 Inaccurucies, omissions, and mistnkes
(as pointed out by Katyayana) %.....e.eslfhe had
bungled along, us hie must appear to have done,
had he beet a contemporary of Katyayans,—
not he, but the author of the Varteilas, would
have been the inspired Rishi and the reputed
father of the Vyakarans” This perplexity
vanishes if we assume that Panini and Katyayana
belonged to different periods, uand that the
supposed mistakes or omissions were notreally so,
but were due to the fact that many grammatical
forms and words and meanings of words which
were current in the time of Panini had become
obsolete or incorrect in the time of Katyayana,
and that words and grammatical forms unknown
to Panini liad come into use in the time of his
critic. The omission of Panini to deal with
such peculinr words as Pandya, Chole, Kerala,
which necessitated the making of supplementary
rules by Katyayana, can only be explained by
the assumption that in Panini's time the Indo-
Aryans had pot come into touch with Southern
India. Thirdly, some Karikas and Paribhashas
can be traced in the work of Puatanjuli which
had been written before the time of Katynyina
but certninly after that of Panini. Fourthly,there
i§ an indirect reference to Panini being regarded
as of distant past in Katyayana's Varttika
6
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Tulyakalatoat on Panini's role Puvanaprokieshu
brafmanakalpeshun (IV. 3. 105), Under these
circimstances it is not unreasonable to place
Panini @ centnry and a half earhier than Karya-
yana, i. e in about oo B.C. This date is
not irreconcilable with the reference in Panini's
book 1o ¥avanan: or Greek writing (IV. 1. 49)
and to female Sramanas, probably Buddhist nuns
(I1. 1. 70), the Gandhara country having been
‘conquered in about 516 B. C. by Dariuswith the
aid of Greek officers like Skylax from lonia and
and Carnia, and Gautama Buddha hkaving passed
away about 543 B. C. (Smith, The Oxford
History of India, p. 48). Goldstucker's argument
for referring Panini to a date before Buddha
on the strength of Nirvamo vate (VIIL 2. 50)
is not cenclusive because Panini either dealt
‘with the root meaning of the word nirvani
without caring for technical meanings, or more
probably  deliberately ignored Buddbism.
“Doubtlass this (Yavanuni) means Greek (Ionian)
writing, but it does not necessarily follow that
the word dates from ufter the invasion of
Alexander, Indeed the probability seems to
me against this being the case, For it is
certuinly remarkable that lonmian should be
the mame given to the Greeks if first made
known to India through the invasion of
Alexander, whose army was certainly in no
conceivable sense fomian” On the other
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hand, we know that the Persiuns under Cyrus
came into touch first with the lonian Greeks
after the fall of Croesus (546 B, C)), and that
the first Greek resistance to Darins came
from the Tomians who burned Sardis abom
500 B. C. ¥If it is borne in mind that Panini
 was a native of Gandhara according to Hiuen
Tsang, a view confirmed by the references in
his grammar, it will not seem far-fetched to
consider that it was most probably from the
older tmadition that the name Yavanani was
derived.” (Keith, Ait. Aranyaka, p. 23.).
According to Buhler writing was introduced
into India about S8oo B. C. *The palaeo-
ae 2 graphical evidence of the Asoka
i inscriptions clearly shows that
writing was no recent invention in ghe third
century B. C. for the most of the letters
have several, often very divergent forms,
sometimes as many as nipe or ten. A consi-
derable length of time was, moreover, needed
to elaborate from the twenty-two borrowed
Semitic symbols the foll Brabmi alphabet of
forty-six letters. This complete alphabet,
which was evidently worked out by leamed
Brahmins on phonetic principles, must have
existed by sco B. C. according to the strong
arguments adduced by Prol Buhler. This
is the alphubet which is recogmsed in Panini's
great Sanskrit grammar.” (Macdooell, Sanskrit

L.
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Literature; pp. 16, 17). Again, the manner
of Asoka's address to the people direct,
the employment of local dialects in  his
inscriptions, and the locations of the inserip-
tions, 4ll indicate a wide-spread literacy of
the people in the third century B. C,
a thing impossible of attainment in such
a vast country a5 India in less than five
centuries. Further, we know that the Kharosti
script had been a product of Darius' congnest of
the Indus valley at the end of the sixth century
B.C. If by that time the Brahmi script bad
not been fully developed in India the Kharosti
script mitst have spread widely over the conniry
instead’ of remaining confined to the Persian
province only. All these prove that writing
must baye been adopted for the expression of
the Sanskrit langnage in the Sth century B, C,
at the latest.
Every student of the Vedic literature knows
that it is divided into two parts—the earlier
part, the Sruti or revealed litera
v 3'.:-“ I.il ﬂl ture consisting of the four Vedas
and the Bralmanas including the
Aranyakas and the Upanishads ; and the lster
past, the Smriti or literature based on wradition,
written in the form of Sutras, the most impor-
tant of which are the six Vedangas. Again
the Sruti literature falls into thres clearly sun-

dered groups—(1) the original Vedic hymns
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the bulk of which are to be found collected in
the Rigveds ; (2) the later compilations and
classifications of the hymns as in the three other
Vedas, and the elaborate commentaries on the
Vedic hiymns to explain the mutuil relation of
the sacred text and the ceremonial, especially
in connection with the great sacrifices, as in the
Brahmanas proper : (1) the development  of the
philosophical ideas as in the Aranyakas and the
Upanishads, which generally come at the end
of the Brahmanas, From an examination of
language and thought too we find that the
Upanishads generally succeeded the Aranyakus,
which in their turn succeeded the Brahmanas
proper. Of course a clear line of demarcation
is not possible between the period of the Brah-
manas and the period of the Aranyakas and Upa-
nishads, and there are instances of a Brahmany,
or parts of a Brahmana, being a later produc-
tion than many of the Aranyakasand Upanishads,
But these are exceptions, which do not nollify
the general three-fold divisions of the Brahmana
period.
The Sutras presuppose the existence of the
Brahmanas, whose complicated system of theo-
logy and ceremonial they sought
RRrt tuﬁmpiifj. The dogmas and be-
liefs embodied in the Sutras and their language
which stands midway between the language
of the Brahmanas and the classical Sanskrit
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prove their continuity without any break from
the Brahmana literature, Max Muller and his
followers including Macdonell and Keith fix
B. C. 6co to 200 for the Sutra perind. Bunt
the beginning must be pushed back by at least
two centuries, (1). The Sutras in their com-
position show a freedom which is hardly con-
ceiviable after the, period of Panini, and soa
great many of them must have been composed
and the literature standardised befors s00 B. C,
(2). The Sutras in their inception were intended
to satisfy the needs of 2 system of oral instric-
ton in all branches of knowledge, and in their
form point to an origin at a period when writing
Wwas not known, i.e. before the 8th century B. C.
(3). The Sutra style had been so long estabe
lished in the country and so possessed the
minds of the literary classes that the early
Buddhist writers in the s5th century B, C. could
not get rid of it, but made a useless imitation of
this style in their books, sometimes with Judi-
crous effect. (4). Between Panini and Yasks,
. the famous author of Nirakta, there must be an
interval of atleast two hundred years if we
take into account the great changes in language
and the great development of grammar which
bad taken pisce, and the considerable number
of important grammarians who had arisen during
the intervening period. On no account, there-
fore, we can put Yaska later than 700 B, C.
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And Yaska's book is not certainly the earliest
work of the Sutra period. Thus the beginnings
of the Sutra period may be reasonably dated
about Boo B. C.
This date, B. C. 800, may then be taken
as marking the end of the Brahmina period,
which preceded the Suotrk period.
That this is a fair estimate can be
judged from a consideration of the
relations between the philosophical doctrines
of Gantuma Buddba, of the Sankhya school
and of the Upanishads (Keith, Ait. Amnyaka,
Pp. 47-49). Gautama Buddba flournished in the
6th century B. C. His teachings presuppose
the Sankhya school of philosophy. *“It is
I think correct to assume that these doc-
trines are descended from a Sankhya view
of existence which fell into pessimism by its
nnsatisfactory dualistic metaphysics However
open to criticism Jacobi's detailed derivation
of the doctrines of Buddhism from the Sankhya
mity be, yet it is clear that it was from the
Sankhya u:r Buddhism derived its theory of
the non!l‘s entity which yet goes through
tansmigration” (Keith). The Sankbya doc-
trines are to 4 great extent criticisms on and
supplements to the Upanishad doctrines,
and show a more developed thought than the
latter. The development of Sankhya might
bave begun in ‘the 8th century B. €., and.it
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is therefore that we do not meet with any
but indirect mention of the Sankhys system
in the Upanishads, and that also in the latest
ones. Buddhist tradition too allows a respec-
table distance of time between Kapila, the
founder of the Sankhya system, and Gautama
Buddba, Moreover, as the beginnings of the
Sutra writing are anterior to Panini and as
the language of the Upanishads i more
archaic than even the language of the Sutras,
the end of the Brahmana period may be
believed to be about three hundred years
before Panini's time. Again, the Brahmanas,
the Aranyakas, and the Upanishads betray
not the slightest trace of any knowledge of
writing, and must, therefore, belong to a peniod
before 800 B. C. Some of the Upanishads
likes the Maitrayaniya may be of later date,
but the bulk of them were composed before
800 B. C.

If we calculate back the length of the
Brahmana period from 800 B. C. we can frrive
Atthe'beginning of the Brahmana period and
the end of the Mantra or hymn period. The
immense mass of Brahmana literature extant,
which again is only « fraction of what bas been
lost, as appears from the numerous names and
quotations from Brahmanas unknown to us
occurring in works extant : the number of stages
which are clearly perceptible i the domain of
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thought spreading over the Brahmanas, the
Aranyikns and the Upanishads ; the rise of so
many different schools of thought and ritualismy
and the endless genealogical lists of tenchers
¢an hardly be accommodated withina space of
less than five or six hundred years. This
estimate will appear not liberal if we take into
consideration the fact that the Bralimana litera-
ture represents a period of intellectual
decadence after the creative energies of the
Indo-Aryan mind had exhausted themseives by
the end of the hymn period, and that, therefore,
the progress of thought was comparatively slow.
Besides, we know that in ritualisme and phi-
losophy a people, unless subjected to strong
external influences, mukes progress ata much
slower rate than in other Belds of  literary
activity, Again, as Winternitz justly observes,
“a written literature can develop in a shorter
time than one that is only handed down by word
of mouth, when each single text requires genera-

tions of teachers and disciples in order to be
preserved at all” So the estimate of iwaof :

three hundred yeuars for the Brahmans period
made by Moax Muller, Keith and others does
not seem reasonable. Indeed, Max Muller
himself admits that “the chronological Limits
assigned to the Sutra and Brahmana periods

will seem to mgsk Sanskrit scholars too nirrow

rather than tog wide” All these considerations.
'
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may well lead us to find the beginning of the
Aranyaka compositions at about 1200 B, C, and
tise of the Upanishad at 1000 B.C.

That the above estimate is nesrer the mark

is proved by the absence of any mention of the.

epoch-making Kurukshetra war, of the Pandavas,
the heroes of the Mahabharata, and of Arjuna,
except as meaning the god Indra, in the Brah-
manas, which indicates their composition, at
least of the bulk of them before the Kurukshetrs
war, which, according to the caleulation of Mr.
Pargiter from Pauranic genealogical lists, ook
place about the middle of the toth century
B. C. Moreover, according to the Puranas, there
is the space of 1050 years between Mahapadma
Nanda (about 400 B.C.) and Parikshit (Pargiter,
Kali Age, p. 58), and if we assume the latter to
be Parikshit I, who is mentioned in the Athirva-
veda, Aitareya Brahmana and Satapathy Brah-
mangd, instead of Parikshit 11, the grandson of
Arjuna, we reach the 15th century B.C, for the
beginning of the Brabmana period.*

* Dhritarastza of the Brahmanss was not identical with
Dhtitarastea, the ancestor of the Kusi-Pandayad, the former
being & king of Kasi who was defeated by the Kurus, Simi-
larly, Parikslit and Jammejays of the Brahmanas were the
ancestors and not desscendunts of the Pandavas, The identifien-
tion of the Vedic Parikshit with the son of Abhimanyu (Palis
tical History of Ancient India) by Prof. Ray Choudhury,
wiiich goes againit the Gindings of and Keith { Vedic
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“Another and, at first sight, more promising
attempt has made to fix a date from internal
evidence. It has been argued by Jacobi ‘on
the strength of two hymnsin the Rigveda that

Index, Vol L p. 494) and of Pargiter{ Anclont Indian Historical
Tradition, p. 14), does not seam probahle.  The Vishupurana
(IV. 20. L) makes the fomr brothers, Janamejoya, Srotasens,
Ugmsena, Bhimasena, sorm of Parikshit T and ancestors of the
Pandavex. It is always nsky 1o attempe the dentificanon of
kings or the fixing of their dates from an examination of their

teacher priesia’ mames.  [denity of names does not  nscessur..

ly imply Identity of personn.  Diifferant persons of the saime
oame but living in different times were often confosed iry lnjey
writitigs. Besides, there could pot be want of motives in later
times on the part of the author belonging (o rival familiss
and schools (o asspciste & cortain teacher-pricst with & Emous
king of old so a3 to enhance the prrestige of a particilar friest-
Iy lamily or a partlcnlar school, and to ascnbe the authomhip
of wellknown doctrines and thoomes to particular pemoms
which might shed lustre upon their descundants or disciples.
The Vamsas or genealogies of teachers, from which Prof. Ray
Chouwdhury dmws hin matzzals, wer? olten corposed. long
after the actual composition of the books in which they are
inzluded. The commentators never enles info sny  explina-
tion of these Vamsss, a5 donbtless they regarded them s
later and not,_yery wtliable writings. The Vanus appended
at th closgof the tenth book of Satapaiha Brahmans differs
from the general Vamue of the entwe Brlumana st the close
of the fourteenth book in not referring the work to ¥ajna-
walkys, but to Sandilya and Tora Kavasheys. [ the Rhils:
kanda of e Frited Amnpaks Upanished Uddslads §s e
presented ss the tescher of Vajnavalkya, whilé in the Yajns
valkyakands Uddaliks is treated with 23 scant couriesy by
Vajmavalkya as is shown to (he other Brshmanss who se put

16496
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the year then began with the summer solstice,
and that ar that solstice the sun was in can~

10 silénce by the herd of the book, and there is not the  slight-
est indication that one wan the pupil of the other,

An excellent instance of the confusion which arises from
Uie identity of nrmes may be cited. “One Suka had a danghter
Krivi or Kintud, who murrisd Amuba king of South Panchala
and wsa mother of king Brahmadatta.  The other war Vynsa's
won,; far later. 11 will be shown in chapter XTT1 that Beahmos
daita was a contempornry of the Kaumva king Pratips, and

“that his pgreat great gandson Janamejaya was a Contem poraTy

of Pratipa™ great grindson Bhisma and of Praata (Drupads’s

Mnther). Bhizma was of shout the same age a1 Satyawati, the

maidan mwother of Vyasm, for he was a youth when his father
mamied: young Satyavati; hence Vyass waz younger than
Bhisma, and his son Sukn way therefore at least 4 genemtion
Imer. From Brahmadatia’s gmndfnther Suka down to Vynas's
son Suka there were (herefore some six genemations. The
k=atriya genealopies and traditions kesp the two Sukas distiner,
but the bmbmanical vamsas in their attemp! o construcy
Vyam's family identify the two, give Vysss's: son Sukn o
daughter Kirtimat, say she was Anuha's queen and Brahma-
ditta’s mother, and so make Bralimadatts great grandson of
Vyass, thus misplacing Anuba and Brahmadates from thelr
true position to anesome six generations later.” (Pargiter, Anc
Ind Fiist Trd, pp 6465). ‘There aro numerous instances to
shaw that persons who were widely sepamated in Hime are
browght together 23 contempomuries in later Writings. The
Santiparva says that Bhinma learnt dharma from mong others
Bhargava Chyavans, and Rama Jamadugea, as i these thirce
lived in the same age. Acconding to Pamiter, there were
several  Vajoavalkyas, Jalminis snd Vaissmpsgtnas (Thid,
Chapeee XXVITL Soiths diffieult to fis the chronological
position of o king from his associstion with the mame of
3 particular sage, unless there are coroborative evidences.
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junction with the Jumar mansion Phalguni,
Now the later astronomy shows thar the lunar
mansions were, in the sixth century A. B,
arringed so s to begin for purposesofreckoning:
with that called Acvini, becanse at the vernal
equinox at that date the sun was in conjunction
with the star Piscium. Given this datum, the
precession of the equinoxes allows us to cals
culate that the beginning of the year with the
summer solstice in Phalguni took place about
4qoo0 B. C.,..... It (the argument) rests trpon
two wholly improbable assumptions, first that
the hymns really assert that the, year began
at the summer solstice, and, second, that the sun
was then brought into any connexion at all with
the Nakshatras, for which there is no evidence
whatever. The Nakshatras ure, as their name
indicates and as all the evidence of the later
Sambhitas shows,lunar mansions pure and simple”
(Cambridge History of India I, pp. 111-112)
But more definite iz a notice in the Kanshitaki
Brahmana (XIX. 3), which is repeated in lh“.
Jyotisha, that the winter solstice took place at
the new moon in Magha. Though scholars are
not all agreed in accepting the assumptions
involved (Keith, Rigveda Brahmanas Translated,
p. 49), the objections are not #s strong as in the
previots case,and we may with some justification
accept the results obtained from this datom,
The results, however, vary from 1391 to 1181
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B. C., and fit in with our estimate of the Brah-
mana period. The cumblative effect of all
tiie above comsiderations is practically decisive
of a date for the beginning of the Brahmana
period about the middle of the second

__ milleniom B. C. *

. Max Muller assigns 400 years to lhe com-
position and compilation of the Samhitas,
“under the supposition that during

SRS the mily periods ofiibistury, Hhis
growth of the human mind was more luxuriant
than in later times, and that the layers ofthought
were framed less slowly in the primary than
m the tertiary ages of the world".+ This
15 no doubt an underestimate, and considering
the great variety of the contents of the Rigveda,
which again is only a small remnant of a vast

. *Keith (Aitareya Aranyaka, pp. 2t seq) argues from work
to work, taking the lower limitin each cuse—"Panini, who
cannal wall be dited later than 300 B. C.* "“Yaska, who can
hardly be brought down lower than §50—soo B.C.." and so
on  But he does not assign any resson why these dates can
oot be pushed back by two centuries. Againy he fxes the
datr of the Aitareys Aranyaks as between yoo and 6oo B, C.,
and admits tha: the “upper date may pechaps be pushed
Turther back™ (p. 5o), yet be sticks to the lower date

4+ That Max Maller himself regarded his chronology as
tentative Is expressed in his Giffrd Lactures on Physical
Religian (1890) where he says: “Whether the Vadie hyir
were composed fooo of 1500 of 2009 or 3000 years B, C. na
DPower on earth will ever determine.
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bymn literature most of which has been irre-
trievably lost, the perceptible changes in
language which had taken place during the
bymn period, distinguishing the esrlier from
the later strata of hymns, the references in the
Rigveda itsell to “sages of olden imes and
“old hymns being clothed in newer garhs,"
“hymns composed in the olil way," the period
of composition alone of the Rigvedic hymns
must have extended over many centuries and
may be fixed from 2000 to 1400 B, C. One
of the reasons of Muax Muller for adopting &
later date for the Rigvedic period is that he
observes a coincidence in language between
the Vedic hymns and the Avestan Gathas.
similar to that between the Homeric Greek
and the Classical Greek, and he dates the Gathas
from the sixth century B. C, Bur the difficulty
is that there is yet no agreemeant among scholars
about the date of the earliest Gathas. Accord-
ing to. Dr. Moulton, “the traditional date (of
Zoroaster, 660-583 B, C.) is a minimum, but
there are strong reasons for placing Zarathustra
and his Gathas some generations earlier stll™
Again, the comparison between the development
of language from the Vedic hymns to the
Gathas and that from the Homeric Greek to
Classical Greek is not fair. The period in
question is the most eventful in the history of
Greece, when the rapid political and commercial
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growth of the Greeks exercised a grq.al; mﬂuﬂnce.,
upon the development of ‘their Janguage, and
conditions were certainly different in Tndin and
Persia, And even at the sume time Attic Greek
was further from the primitive Hellenic language
than Doric or Aeolic. The changes of fiterary
Greek from the Attic days dawn to the presant
day have been much less rapid., In'any case,
it is to be feared that we attain from such a
compdrison. no result of value for Vedic
chranology,

“We do not hesitate to assign the composi-
tion of the bulk of the Brahmanus to the years
[4o0-1200 B. C,, for the Samhita we require a
period of at least 500-6o0 years with an interval
of about two hundred years between the end
of the proper Brahmana period. Thus we obtain
for the bulk of the Samhita the space from
1400-2000. If we consider the completely
authenticated antiguity of several of the sacred
books of the Chinese, such as the criginal
documents, of which the Shu-king or Book of
History is composed, and the antiquity of the
sacrificial songs of the Shi-king, which all carry
us back to 1700-2200 B. C, it will certainly not
be surprising that we assign a similar antiquity
1o the most ancient parts of the Vedas," (Haug,
The Aitareya Brahmana),

“An estimate (i. e. of Hang) which, if we
take everything into account, is certainly not
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™ boo high, nn:l' whitch hag tlte sgreatest claims to

probability] is'thay of Whitney OL St, 1,21, and
elsewhers, af 2000-1300 B. C. the first balf of
the second thousand years B, C.; ™ (Kaegi, The
Rigveda)y =+

"“The close relationsliip between the language
of the Vedic Samhitas on the one hand and
Avesta and old Persian on the other does not
allow us to date the beginning of the Vedic
period back into.a hoary age of many thousands,
to say nothing of millions of years B, C.

On the other hand, the facts of political,

religious and literary history require a period .

of at least a thousand years and probably maore
between the carliest hymns of the Rigveda,
and the latest parts of the old Upanishads and
the rise of Buddhism," (Winternitz),

When the bulk of the Rigvedic hymns wers

'mmposed the Indo-Aryans bad not advanced

much beyond the Jumna, were
m’lﬁ having a deadly struggle with the
gration. natives of the soil, and evidently
had not entered India very long ago. At the
saie time we must allow sufficient time for the
practically thorough occupation of the Punjab,
and the loss of memories about any outside
home as is revealed in the hymns. If the balk
of the hymns were composed between 20001400
B. C, we shall not be very wrong if we belieye
that the Aryans began to enter into India about

8
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2300 or 2200 B. C. Let us see if there are any
other evidences to support this hypothesis.
Pargiter points out inihis Dynasties of the
Kali Age that according to Pauranic accounts
g there were 30 Paurava, 29 Ikshaku
Evidences and 37 Magadhan kings in the in-
o terval between the Kurukshetra
war and the accession of Mahapadma Nanda.
“Here we have safer ground, for the number of
kings in a dynasty wasa much simpler matter
and more easily remembered than figures of the
lengths of reigns and dynasties; and this infor-
mation about ten contemporary dynasties elimi-
nates peculiarities and extravagances about
single dynasties and enables us to make prudent
calculations by means of averages of all ten.”
(Pargiter, Anc. Ind. Hist. Tr, p. 180). By cal-
culating backward from the date of Mahapadma
(abont goo B. c)) atthe rateof 18 years for an
average reign, an average obtained by comparing
more than 20 genealogical tables of Asia and
Europe,* one arrives at the date 950 B. C. ap-
proximately for the Knrukshetra battle. More-
over, Jama traditions represent the Tirthankara
Aristanemi as a contemporary of Krishna Vasu-
deva, and if we assume an interval of two
hundred years, which seems on general grounds
reasonable, between the Tirthankaras, Mabavira,

* 30 Andhrs kings reigoned for 450 years, and zo Vijay-
-llfnllh‘lsum
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Parsvanath, and Aristanemi, we get the tenth
century IB. C. as the date of Aristanemi apd so
of Krighna and of the Kurukshetra war,

“If we should seek to make an estimate of
the ages before the battle, it would be prudent
to take a smaller length for the average reign,
because only one line, that of Ayodhya, is
practically complete, while there are gaps in
the other dynasties so that there is little
scope for taking medium averages of all
the dynasties and elimiating peculiarities.”
(Pargiter, Anc. Ind. Hist. Tradition, p. 183).
In the absence of any checking meuns it is im-
possible to hnd out additions, omissions, and
overlappings, Even in historical times the men=-
tion of the Andhra dynasty as succeeding the
Kanva dynasty and the inclusion of the Sakya
family and the Pradyota family in the dynasties
of Kosila and Magadha respectively in the
Puranas gave rise to not a little confusion
among the earlier investigators. So it is better
to take a lower average, say 12 years, for the
period before the Kurukshetra war, Now as the
Puranas give 93 kings to the lkshaku dynasty
from Ikshaku the founder to Brihadbala, the
gontemporary of the Kurukshetra war, the
approximate dite of Tkshaku and the foundation
of the dynusty may be supposed to be about
atoo B, C.  Of the princes of the lkshaku
dynasty known to the Vedic hymn-makers are

]
"
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Mandbatri, Purnkutsa, Trasadasyn, Tryaruna,
etc, princes who number according to the
Puranas from the twentieth to thirtieth in
descent from the founder, and who, therefore,
may be believed to bave fourished in the
19th and 18th centuries B, C. This also gives
a clue to Vedic chronology, and, if we suppose
Ikshaku to be the leader of an important, but
not necessarily the earliest, Indo-Aryan group
of settlersin Indin (as Cerdic or Ida in Eng-
land), a clue to the date of the coming of the
Indo-Aryans.
About the middle of the zoth century B, C,
according to Dr. H. R. Hall, a
"m& tribe of men known as the Kassites
or Kossaeans with Surias (Sanskrit
Surjyas) and Maryttas (Sanskrit Marut) as their
principal gods and speaking an Aryan dialect
conquered Babylon and ruled there till the
middle of the 13th century B.C.,when they were
overwhelmed by the Assyrian king Tukultini-
‘miv. Abott the same time another Aryan tribe
established themselves to the north-west in the
upper valley of the Euphrates under the name
of Mitanni, Their kings bore names like Arta-
tams, Dusmtta (Sanskrit Dasaratha), etc., and
worshipped the gods Mitra, Varuna, Indr,
Nasatyas, They remained in power till the
middle of the 14th century B.C. when they were,

+ conquered by the Hittites, As regards the
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powerful Hittites or Khatti of Asia Minor, who
for several centuries terrorised both Egypt and
Mesopotamia, it is still not certain 1o which race
they belonged, The suggestion has been made
that their language, which unfortunately has not
yet been deciphered, bears certain Indo-Euro-
pean characteristics. Anthropologists like Von
Luschan are inclined to connect the Hittites
with the Alpine race or the Celto-Slav peoples:
of Europe. Hall points out that “the Hirtite
deities are often accompanied by animals in quite
Indian fashion, and sometimes stand upon them.
««.It may be that it was a feature borrowed from
Aryan religion,” These Hittites, who were
either Aryans or Aryanised natives, but certain-
ly not Semites, appear for the first time in his.
tory in the 2oth century B. C., when they were
powerful enough to attack Babylon. I the
Tell-el-Amarma inscriptions we find such Aryan
names of princes as Artamanyu, Subanduy, Su-
wardata, Sutarna, Jasadata and so forth, who
ruled in Palestine and Syria in the 15th century
B.C,, but who had not been there before the 26th
century By C,, as we know from the Romance
of Sinehu and the inscriptions of the Middle
Kingdom of Egypt. Even after their downfall
in Mesopotamia und Syria the Aryans survived
in the east, and one of their family, the Medes,
remained long a thorn in the side of Assyria
until the overthrow of the latter and the estab- °
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lishment of the Medo-Persian empire in West-
ern Asia.

" From the history of Egypt too we learn that
the period from the goth to the 16th century
B.C. was one of great turmoil and disturbances
in Western Asia, when strange peoples appeared
dislodging or conguering the old ones, and old
kingdoms tottered and fell like houses of cards.
The rapidity and violence of these irruptions,
far exceeding in extent and effect all earhier
movements of which we have any knowledge,
were probably due to the use of the horse by
the invaders both ess steed and as milk-giver
to annibilate distance and commissariat diffi-
culties. The Egyptians and the Babylomans
became acquainted with the horse only after
these barbarian invasions. The picture present-
ed is similar to that which Europe witnessed
in the 4th and 5th centuries A.ID. on the appear-
ance of the Hun hordes and the rising of the
barbarians. The fate of Rome befell Egypt
too, and Egypt lay groaning and bleeding

"under the heels of the conguering barbarians

from 'Asia from the 18th to the 16th century
B. C. These barbarians, the Hyksos or She-
phetds as the Egyptian histofians call them,
were, so far as is known, a mixed Semitic
people from Syria who being pushed from
behind by new men, and probably mingled
with them, played a part in the history of

Vi
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Egypt slmost similar to that of the Goths i
Roman history under the pressure of the Huns.
But, unlike the Romans, the Egyptians were

not yet rotten to the core, and after two centuries »

of sufferings succeeded in shaking off the bas-
barian yoke and establishing the mighty New
Kingdom, which once more advanced upon
Syria and the Euphrates punishing and enslaving
their erstwhile conquerors, It is then when
the veil of darkness is lifted by the conquering
marches of the Thutmoseses that a new scene
presents itsell to us in the is5th cenmry—
Aryan dynasties ruling practically over the
whole of Western Asiz from the Mediterranean
to the Persian Gulf, in Mesopotamia, Syris,
Palestine, and, if we accept the Hittitesas Aryan,
m Asia Minor. But as in Egypt soin Meso-
potamia the barbarian conquerors imposed them-
selves upon a highly orgunised and numerous
community with a hoary civilization behind
them, and, therefore, could not long maintain

themselves against a revival of national feeling, |
The Semites soon found a champion in the king *

of Assyria who put an end to the Aryan rule
in Babylon, Then between the two grindstones
of Egypt and Assyna the smaller Aryan raler-

ships in Western Asia were crushed out of

existence. Thus all Aryan trace was lostin
Syria and Mesopotamia and the Semite there
becamesas supreme ever.

b

t
.
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Now what do all these signify ? First of
all, the names of their gods Surjya, Mitr, Indm,
Nasatya snggest a very close aflimty with the
Vedic Indians and very little with the other
branches of the Aryan family. It is certain that
they separated themselves from the Inde-Aryan
branch in the time of the Rigveda when the
older gods like Dyans, Ushas of the Indo-
European period were passing into the back-
ground and the later gods like Vishou and
Siva had not become important. Indms is a
typical god of the Rigvedic Indians. The word
Nasatya is truly Rigvedic. So the time of the
appearance of the Kassites and the Mitannians,
i. e. the zoth century B. C., must fall within the
Rigvedic period. And consequently the Rigvedic
period, whichis believed to bave lasted forfive or
six hundred years, could not have begun earlier
than 2500 B. C., and ended later than 1500
B. C. Again, we know that the split between
the Indians and the Iranians took place in the
early Vedic, if not in the pre-Vedic, period,
“and that in consequence there was such bitter-
ness caused that the Irsnians deliberately
changed the Vedic gods into demons, If, as
some scholars assert, the Kassites and the
Mitannians betrayed in their dialects close
relationship with the Iranians, the fact that
they still worshipped Vedic gods and had not
in their language changed s into A& showed

J
i
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that the Indo-Iranian split had either not
occurred in the 20th or 21st century B. C., or,
if it had, not much before that time.

From all these above considerations we
may infer that the Aryans began to pour

into’ India about the middle of

predom G- the third millennium B. C. The
Punjab. recent finds of the Archacological
Department at Mohenjo Daro and Harappa |
prove the existence of a ocivilisation in the
Punjab and Sind,which was not Aryan in charac-
teristics, but allied to the Sumerian of about
seoe B, C, (Illustrated London News, October
1924). As it has been suggested from a compari-
son of their physical types, burial customs, and
matriarchal systems” that the Sumetians belonged
to the Dravidian stock, it is quite reasonahble
to believe that in the early part of the thind
millennium B, C. the Aryans bad not come and
driven away the Dravidians from the Punjab.

* Prof, Morgan in his Anciént Society and Prof. Sayee
in his Babyloniane and Assyrians show that in Sumerian thnes
the woman was the head of the bamily.
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CHAPTER 1V
EXPANSION OF THE INDO-ARYANS
—THE DASYUS.

From the geographical names mentioned
in the Rigveda we learn that the Indo-Aryans
were at that time in possession

m‘&. = of paris of Afghanistan, the Punjab,
veda. Kashmir, parts of Rajputans and
Sind, and had advanced as far as the Ganges,
Some twenty-five streams are mentioned, of which
the principal are the Sindliu (Indus), Vitasta
(Jhehim), Asikni (Chenab), Parvstini  (Ravi),
Vipasha (Beas), Satudru (Sutlej), Kubha
(Kabul), Sovastu (Swat), Krumu (Kuorram),
Siraswati, Drishadvati, Yamuna, and Ganga.
The Himavanta or Himalayas were well-known
to the hymn-makers, but not the Vindhyas
and the Nerbudda, showing that they had not
advanced as far as these. Another evidence of
their umacqaintance with the eastern countries is
that the tiger, a characteristi¢ animal of Eastern
Tadia, is unknown, and that rice too is little
known. The important river Ganges is mentioned
directly but once, and probably marked the
easternmost limit of the Indo-Aryan advance,
Though some of the Vedic bymns were com-
posed on the banks of the Indus, e.g. the hymns

Rl
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to Ushas, which, if composed in Indix, must
have bean done io the western Punjub, where the
dawn is compuratively a glorious phenomenon,
yet the centre of Rigvedic life lay to the east,on
the banks of the Saraswati, where the bulk of
the hymns were composed, and which nver was
regarded as the most siored and superseded
in importance even the Tndus.

During the period of the latar Samhitas
and the Brahmanas the Indo-Aryans had spread

2o over the land as far as the Vin-
Extesion during hvqs on the south, and the con-
Pl hmats fines of Bengal on the east, and in
some points had penetrated into the Deccan on
the western side by way of Malwa and Gujarat.
The centre of life shifted eastward, and come-
prised the whole country between the Saraswati
and the confluence of the Ganges and Jumna,
which iscalled Madbyadesba or Middle Country.
While the eastern regions like Kosala (Oudh),
Kasi (Benares), and Videba (N. Behar) are
brought under Aryan influences and come into
prominence, the Punjab and the western coun-
tries correspondingly recede in impgrrance,
and their tribes and their customs receive bug
scunit respect in the Brabmana literature.

(1). In the Satapatha Brabmana (1.4.1.14-17)
there is a curious legend of Mmbava the
Videgha carrying the swerificial fire (Le. seri-
licial worship of the Brabmins) from the banks
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of the Saraswati over Kosala as far as the
Sadanira (modern Gandak), and after crossing
it, laying the foundation of a settlement
which came to be known 2s Videha after the
name of the tribe to which Mathava belonged.
The story probably indicates how the country
as far as the Sadanira was conquered in one
sweep, how the progress was checked for a
while, ind how slowly an Aryan colony, Videha,
was founded across the river,

(2). Inawell-known hymn of the Atharva-
veda (V.22) takman or fever is delivered over
to the Gandharis, the Mujavants, the Angas,
and the Magadhas. The Vedic Aryans had
at that time evidently come into collision with
the nom-Aryan tribes, Angas and Magadhas.
The Magadhas are associated in chapter XV of
the same book with Vratyas (i. e. nomadic
peoples with strange languages and laws). The
Angas and the Magadhas were stil resisting the
Aryans, and hence the great indignation of the
author. On the other hand, this passage shows
that the Brahmanical culture of the Indo-
Aryans. of the Middle Country has already led

“them to despise their more primitive brethren
of the west in the Indus val ley.

(3} In the Aitareya Bralimanm (VII. 18)
Viswamiira  speaks of the Andhras, Pundras,
Sabaras, Pulindas, and Mutibas as living on the
borders of the Aryan sottlements.  Of thesa the

Iill-.—-_-."'-—g-_-—
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Andhras, Sabaras and Pulindas are known from
the Mahabharata and the Puranas to have been
tribes of the Deccan, and the Pundras are
known in historical times to have their home
in Bengal. In modern times the Andhras are
the Telegu-speaking people of the Deccan, the
Sabaras are still found in a savage state on the
frontiers of Orissa, and the Pundras bave
developed into the Pod caste of Bengal,

(4). Inthe Aitareya Aranyaka (IL1.1) the
Vangas, Vagadhas and Cheras are called birds,
1.e. non-Aryans speaking langnages which were
not intelligible to the Aryans. The Vangas
were certainly the inhabitants of Vangadesha or
Bengal, the Vagadha is either a misreading or
different reading of the word Magadba, and the
Cheras are known to be a wild tribe of the
Vindhya regions,

(5). The Kaushitaki Upanishad (VL 1.)
gives a lisg of the principal Aryan tribes living in
India, viz, the Usinaras, the Vasas, the Marsyas,
the Kurus, the Panchalas, the Kasis, and the
Videhas. The lund of the Usinaras in the
eastern Punjab and the land of the Videhas
in  North Behar marked the western and
eastern boundaries respectively of the [ndo-
Aryan world of the time. The western Punjab
and the trans-Indus lands by this time had come
to be regarded as barbarian,

(6). Vidarbha, or modern Berar, is mentioned
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n the Jaiminiya Upanishad Brahmana (I1.
440), and a Bhima, prince of Vidarbhn, in the
Aitareya Brabmana (VII. 34. g), proving  that
the Aryans had during the Brahmana period
penetrated into the Deccan as far as Berar.,
Thus before the close of the Brahmana
period in about 80o B, C. the whole of Northern
India as far as Sonth Behar had been conguered,
and the Aryans bad begun to penetrate into the
Deccan where at least one kingdom, that of
Vidarbha, had been established. The process
of conguest and colonisation is clearly observed
in Behar, :
During the period from 800 B. C. to 500
B, C. the whole of Northern India had been
E- Practically Aryanised, though the

pansion from 800 process was still incomplete in
to 500 B C,

the outlying parts, Sind, Kathiwar,
Gujarat on the west, and Bengal and Kalinga
(Orissa) on the east. The Punjab had farther
fallen from orthodoxy and in the estimation
of the Brahmins. Little headway was made in
the Deccan, where, besides Vidarbha, one or
two settlements had arisen on the Godavery.
Anga and Magadha had been completely
brought within the circle of Indo-Aryan
politics and culture,
(1). Baudhayana quotes older authorities
to state that the people of Sindhu, Sauvira,
and Surastra were of mixed origin, and also
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directs thut any one travelling to the countries
of the Kalingas, Pundras, Vangas, and Arattas
(Punjab) must perform a purificatory sacrifice.
(2). In the Ramayanae Dasaratha is
advised by his priest Vasistha to invite amang
others the kings of Anga, Magadha, Sindhu,
Sauviraand Surastra to his horse sacrifice. There
are mentions in the book of Kalingn and
Vidarbha, but the knowledge shown about
the geography of the Deccan and Southern

India is very scanty, most of the area being

called Dandakaranya, which was inhabited by
Rakshasas and Bunarss, i.e. various non-Aryan
communities,

(3): Panim is acquainted with the names
of Kachchba (Cutch), Kalings, and Asmaka
(on the Godavery), but evidently not with the
names of Pandyn, Chola, Kerala, as otherwise
be could not have failed to give explanations
of the formation of such peculiar words, a
task undertaken by his commentators in later
times,

(4)- For the period just before the rise
of Buddhism (i. e. the seventh century B. C)
we know from the Nikayas, which are assigned

* It is abways unsale to relet W the opicx for the geogoi
phy of the epic perind, as they received comiderabile additions
and modificstions in later times,  In Lhis rewpect the
Mahabharata t worse than the Ramayans, and so T abetain
from velerring to it for the political geography of the period.

-
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by scholars like Rhys Davids to a time oot
much later than Gautama Buddha, that the
following were the principal wations in
Indin—Anga, Magadha, Kasi, Kosala, Vaiii,
Malls, Chedi, Vamsa, Kury, Panchala, Machha,
Surasens, Assaka, Avanti, Gandharn, Kambaja.
Vanga and Kalinga are not mentioned, though
the latter name finds a place in the list in later
Buddhist Texts,

(5). From the Chronicles of Ceylon it is
learnt that about the time of Gautama Buddha's
birth Bejoy Sinhg, a prince of Bengal, conquered
Ceylon and settled there. The Chronicles were
composed about one thousand years after the
event, and so we cannot rely much on this
tradition to show that Bengal bad been
Aryanised in the 7th century B.C.

At the time of Alexander's invasion, ie.
Extentin the ime 7 the latter half of the 4th
of Alesander's century B.C,, the Aryan influence
o had spread over the whole of
India, including the extreme south, and
Ceylon.

(1), Katyayana's explanations with regard
to the words Pandya, Chola, and Kerala,
supplementing the rules of Panini, show that
the Aryans had come into contact with these
peoples of Southern India during the time
intervening between Panini  (about 500B.C.)
and Katyayana (about 350 B.C.)
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(2). The accounts in the Arthasastra of
Kautilya, the well-known minister of Chandra-
gupta, giving details of trade dealings in the
prodocts of such countries as Vanga, Pundm,
Sindhu, Tamraparni (Ceylon), and the Tamil
countries of the south, show that all parts of
India were bound to each other by ties of
commercial relations and intimately known to
éach other.

(3). The Aryan influence bad so much
spread in Southern India that, according to
Megasthenes (about 300 B.C.), the Pindyas
called themselves the descendants of a daughter
of the Indian Hercules or Krishna, The pame
Madura or Mathura of the Pandya capital lends
colour to this tradition, as Mathura in Northern
India was connected with the Yadavas and the
early life of Krishna, who belonged to the
Yadava family. .

A good deal of confusion seems to bave
arisen over the words Arya and Dasyu as they

. were used in the Rigveda. This
mﬂh is due not a little to the fact that
the original distinction between the
two in course of time became lost and Vedic
commentstors in later times attached fancifnl
meanings to them. Yaska explains the word
Arya as Iswaraputra, son of God, and Sayana
explains it as one who is learned and performs
the sacrifices, and the word Dasyu as a demon,
10
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In later literature Arya came to mean noble,
and Duasyu a robber. But even then the
original meaning sometimes peeps out, ag in
words like Aryn-dharmaand Aryavarts, The
Manusmriti preserves clear traces of the word
Arya being used to denote s distinct race, Thus
in the tenth book it is said, “All who are bomn
outside the castes produced from the head, arm,
thigh and foot of Brabma, whether they speak
Aryan or Mlechchha languages, are known to
be Dasyus” Again, "“A person begotten on a
non-Aryan woman by an Arya is an Arya in
Gualities, while it is certain that a person be-
gotten on an Arya woman by a non-Aryan is a
non-Aryan.” In order to find out the original
meanings of the words we should look into the
Rigveda itself instead of depending on com-
mentators who wrote hundreds of years after
sthe composition of the hymns. The manner
in which the two words are used at once
Suggests a contrast and distinction between two
species. Thus in Rig 1.51.8 Indra is invoked
to distinguish between the Aryas and those
who are Dasyus." Inl. 103, 3 “Cast thy dart,
Thunderer, at the Dasyu, increase the Arya's
might and glory, Indra,” In X.86.1g Indra says,
“I come looking about me and distinguishing the
Dasas and the Aryas"” In 1.100.18 Indra is said
to have destroyed the Dasyus and shared theis
lands with the whites, and in IL11.18 “disclosed
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the light to light the Arya, and on the left
band sank the Dasyn" 1In IIr1i1g the Arya
gaing wealth subduing with the help of Indra
the foes, the Dasyus. In X831 Manyn is
invoked to help the worshippers to successfully
fight their enemies, whether Arya or Dasyn,
From these and many other passages it becomes
clear to us that the word Arya and Dasyu
originally bore different meanings from those
suggested by later commentators. In some
places, however, the terms are applied o celes-
tal foes, demons, and not mortals, but that isa
secondary meaning. Evidently the hymn-makers
were Aryas who worshipped Indra and other
gods and prayed for the destruction of their foes,
the Dasyus. That these Dasyus or Dasas were
men of a different type, with different physical
characters and institutions, is obvious from their
being described as “black-skinned,” “devoid of
religious rites,” “of different rites,” “of imperfect
speech”, “noseless” or fat-nosed, “mawflesh-
eaters,”” etc, In Rig X.22, 8 the Rishi says, “We
live in the midst of the Dasyn tribes who do not
perform sacrifices, nor believe anything. They
have their own rites, and are not entitled to be
called ‘men' O Thou Destroyer of enemics,
annihilate them and injure the Dasas.” Vet
the Dasis were not savages and mean foes of
she Aryas. There are many referances to their
fortresses of stone, their wealth, their powerful
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tribes and kings. The comhined efforts of Indra
and Agni demolish ninety fortified towns
(purab) ruled over by the Dasas (I11, 12, 6). In
VIIL 40. 6 Indra is invoked to humble the
Dasa and distribute his accomulated treasure
among His worshippers. There was a Dasyu
king, Krishna, who lived on the banks of the
Jumoa, and harrassed the Aryas with ten
thousand followers (VIII. 85. 13—i15). The
Dasas are sometimes called “mayaban', i.e. pos-
sessed of magical power or stratagem. The
Aryas Were often hard-pressed and in their dis-
tress had to invoke the assistance of their gods
for victory.
Who were these Dasyusor Dasas t Hillebrandt
Dravi-  Scems to think the word Dasa originally
denoted the Dahae people of the Caspian
Steppes, who gave much troubles to the Aryans
in Iran, and so came to signify a foe, a robber,
in which sense it is used in the Rigveda, What=
ever might have been the original meaning of
the word, it is certain that the word, except
where it is not used to denote a celestial foe,
is used in the Rigveda to denote a different race
of men, evidently natives of the soi as the
Aryans have been shown to bave come to India
from outside. What race or ruces of men were
these Dasas? There are strong reasons (o think
that miany of those whom the Aryans encountered
in the Indus and Ganges valleys were Dravidiats,
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(1) Their physical characteristics, as given
in the Rigveds, namely, black skin and flat nose,
agree with those of the modern Dravidians,

(2) That the Dravidians at one time lived
in the Punjab and neighbouring countries is
inferred from the existence of a Dravidian-
speaking tribe, the Brahui, in Beluchistan, which
15 the last remnant of an once prevailing Drayie
dian population of Northern India, and not the
survival of a Dravidian colony from the distant
Deccan, “as a remote mountainous district may
be expected to retain the survivals of ancient
races while it is not likely to have been colo-
nized."

(3) The changes which the Aryan language
underwent in India even when the Aryans were
confined to Northern India betray strong Dra-
vidian influences and support the inference that
the aboriginal Dasyus and Rakhas whom the
Indo-Aryans met in the Punjub and elsewhere
were mostly of the Dravidian race, Thus the
chief point which distinguishes the Vedic lan-
guage from the Avestan and other Indo-Euro-
pean languages is the presence of a second
senies of dental letters, the so-called cerebrals,
“These play an increasingly important part in
the development of Indo-Aryan in its subsequent
phases. They are foreign to Indo-European
languages geaerally und they are characteristic
of Dravidian.” (Cam. Ind. Hist). “The lingual
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consonants are essential component elements of
a large number of primitive Dravidian roots,
and are often necessary, especially in Tamil, for
the descrimination of one root from another:
whereas in most cases in Sanskrit, the use of
cerebral consonants instead of dental, es-
pecially the use of the cerebral » instead of
the dental w, is merely euphonic”—(Caldwell).
Again, the presence of good many Dravidian
words in classical Sanskrit and even in Vedic
language, not to speak of modern dialects of
Northern India, is well-known, Thus the word
Matachi which occurs in the Chhandogya
Upanishad (1. 10. 1.)is nothing but a Sanskritised
form of the Dravidian word midiche, meaning a
locust. And this Upanishad was composed at a
time when the Indo-Aryans had scarcely entered
the Deccan. Words like Khatta, couch or cot,
Kukkura, dog, Keyura, bracelet, Markata, monkey,
and many others have been traced to Dravidian
origin (Caldwell, Dravidian Languages, pp. 57—
579). The Bengal: language is indebted for a no
small portion of its vocabulary and structural
peculiarities to Dravidian languages. Thus the
commonplace words like Khoka (son), Talu
(scalp), Nola (tongue), Meye (daughter), Minmin
(glimmering), Pillei (child), and plural suffixes
guli 4nd gula have come from Dravidian sources,
Even in Hindi, many words of Dravidian
origin can be trced, such as jhagra, ata, etc.




THE DASYU 79

Hence there cannot be any doubt that the Dra-
vidians once constituted the main elements
of the population of Northern India before the
Aryanisation was effected. (Bhaodarkar Lec-
tures).

(4). The Dravidian influence is traceable
in religion too. The Rigvedic religion is
an almost pure Aryan religion, as a comparison
with the rites and ceremonies of the lmanians
and ancient Europeans would reveal. Of the
many innovations which the religion received
in later times the most important are beliefs
in  spells and magic, phallus-worship and
snake-warship. Of these the first is a character-
istic of any demon-worshipping religion, and
cannot be precisely traced to Dravidian origin
alone, though we know that the religion of
the Dravidians even as late as the beginning
of the Christian era was a form of demon-
worship. But the other two can with more
precision be traced to the Dravidians in
whose religion they played a prominent part.
The Rigvedic Indians hated the phallus-worship-
pers, Sisnadevah, which evidently referred to
the Dasyus (VIL. 21, 5), and their god Indra
killed the Serpent-demon Ahi (1. 103, 2).

(5). The absence of any reference in the
Rigveda to the story of the Deluge, which
is vaguely meationed for the first time in the
Atharvaveda, and Inter more fully described in
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the Satapatha Brahmana, mises a snspicion that
it was not a part of the Indo-Aryan mythology
dimng the Rigvedic period. The story except
in minor details shows wonderful resemblance
to the story of the Deluge as was current
among the Sumenans and their cultural
successors, the Semites. Now the current
opinion, which is strengthened by the recent
discoveries at Mahenjo Daro and Harappa in
the Indus wvalley, is that the Sumerians and
the Dravidisns belonged to the same stock,
and 50 we may believe that the Deluge story,
whether it referred to the submerging of the
continent of Lemuna or not, originally existed
with those peoples, from whom it was borrowed
by others. This belief finds support from an
examination of the details of the story in the
Sanskrit literature. The two principal elements
in the stary are the mima, fish, and nra,
water, and, coriously, both these words
are of Drividian origin(Caldwell, pp.g3,571,573)-
The word for fish, Matsya, occurs only once in
the Rigveda, though various kinds of animals,
birds and insects, are so frequently mentioned
(Macdonell, Sanskrit Literature, p. 143), while
fish played an important part in the mythology
of the Sumerians, and also in the pre-Vedic
Punjub, as evidenced by the recent discoveries
of fish representations there. Again, Satyavrata
Manu,the Indiun Noah, is called in the Bhagavata

B ==
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and othef Puranas “the lord of Dravida”
Further, in the accounts of the Deluge, as given
in the Matsya Purana, of all the rivers only the
Nerbudda, and not the more famous Ganges;
Jumna, Saraswati, or Indus, is preserved at the
Dissolution, and the mountain Malaya in the
extreme south is mentioned as the scene of
Manu's austerities and of the apparition of the
fish. (Muir, Sanskrit Texts I, p21g)

(6). Theuseof matronymic surname isalmost
unknown among the Rigvedic sages and kings,
while patrouymic is frequent, as in Purukutsa
Gairikshit, Kakshivant Ausija, Sudasa Paijavana,
But the frequent use during the Brabmam
period of matronymic surname, as in Satyakamn
Jabala, Mahidasa Aitareys, Prasniputra Asuri-
vasin, Sanjiviputra, Krishna Devakiputra, along
with patronymic, ss in Dhritarastra  Vaichi
travirya, Tura Kavasheya, Pars Atnara, indi-
Gates a4 growing influence unpon the Aryan
society even while in the Gangetic valley of
the matriarchal Dravidian system.

From all these we may conclude that ‘the
Dasas or Dasyus, who stubbomly, though un-

successfully, resisted the Aryan
Pre-Dravidians. invasions of the Punjab and the
Gangetic valley, were predominantly Dravidian
in culture, At the same time we must not
think that the Dravidians were the only natives
of Northern India at that time. Anthropometry

¥ ]
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has revealed a'large Mongolian admixtore in the
blood of the people of Eastern India and also,
to # smaller extent, of the upper Gangetic
valley, We know that immigrations from the

- side of Thibet and Burma have taken placein
historical times. But then the people of Northe

em India, the descendants of Aryan CONquUErces
and Dravidian or Dravidianised natives, had
become so setiled that no appreciable changs
could have been effected in type by the new-
comers, who could not, as Risley observes
descend much below the mountsin heights
except in North-eastern Bengal and Assam,
So in order to explain the tendency towards
broad-head in Northern India we must

! assume thata pood percentdge of the native

population of the Gangetic valley, especially near
the Himalayan ranges, at the time of the Aryan
invasions were Mongolian in blood. Side by
side with, and more important than, the Mongo-
lian element was another, which may be called
the oldest.of the Indian population, the Munda=
Monkhmer race. Thurston, an authority on the
subject, says: "It is the Pre-Dravidian abon-
gities, and not the later and more cultured Dra-
vidians, who must be regarded as the primitive
existing race....These Pre-Dravidians are differ-

- entinted from the Dravidian classes by their

short stature and broad (platyrhine) noses. There
is strong ‘gfound for the belief that the Pre-
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Dravidians are ethnically related to the Veddas
of Ceylon, the Toalas of the Celebes, the Batin
of Sumatra, and possibly the Australians”
(Ihe Madras Presidency, pp. t24-125) But
by the time of thie coming of the Aryans they
had been conquered by the Dravidians, who =
formed the ruling classes against whom the
Aryans generally fought, and had mostly be-
come Dravidianised in culture. To-day the
Gonds and the vast majority of the Pre-Dirawi-
dian tribes speak Dmvidian languages, which
they must have adopted before the coming of
the Aryans, while few like the Bhils speak
Aryan dialects, and fewer stll like the Mundas
have retained anything like their primitive lan-
gusge, Hence it is that the main influesce
upon the conquering Aryan culture is found to
be Dravidian, and not Mongolian or Munda,
There were different strata of cultnre among
the mixed native population, from that of the
Dravidian Dasyu chiels, who lived in towns and
fortresses, had an advanced political system,
and in intelligence were not inferior, to
the Aryans, to that of the savage tribes with
filthy babits, ngly features, nomadic life, still
ot advanced beyond the hunting and fishing
stage, men who were given the names of
Nishada, Chandala, etc. by the Aryans, and were
regarded as untouchables even at a time when
the restrictions regarding marriage and ta-ml had
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been, wery slight among the Aryan folk. They
had been as it were the Sudras of the Dravidian
society, and when the Dravidians themselves
were reduced to the position of Sudras by the
_conquering Aryans the older Sudras descended
to the position of Panchamas or 6fth varna
The Pauranic description of the Nishadas as
“hluck like crow, very low-statured, short-armed,
having high cheek bones, low-topped nose, red
eves and copper-coloured hair, living in hills
gnd forests,” (Padma Porana I1I. 27. 42-43;
Bhag. Par. IV. 14. 44; Mhb. XII. 56. 94-97)
agrees more with what we know of the Gonds,
Bhils, Oraons, Mundas, etc. than with that of
the more cultured Dravidians. (Chanda, Indo-

Aryan Races).

i




CHAPTER V

NATURE OF ARYAN COLONISATION.

From what we have already said it would
appear that the first wave of Indo-Aryan invasion
was in the nature of a tribal

I i Pomjul. migration from the side of Af-
ghanistan, when a vast horde with their women,
children and cattle entered India, and at once
began an exterminating war with the natives
of the soil, like the Anglo-Saxons in South-
gastern Britain asbout three thousand years
later (the parzllelisn would have heen more
apt bad the Britons belonged to a non-Aryan
stock). Their knowledge of harder metals and
horse-riding, together with their superior physical
strength, gave them a great advantage over their
foes, But the latter inspite of their disadvan-
tages offered, like the Britons, a very stout,
though unavailing, resistance to the invaders,
and many Anderidas were witnessed on the
soil of the Punjab, as hinted in Rigvedn IV,
16,13, where Indra is said to have killed fifty
thousand black foes, and VIL 5.3, where
fire is ssid to have pierced the citadel
of the enemy, when the black people came out
pellmell through conmsternation and distress,
leaving all their belongings. Those who escaped

i
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the fire and sword of the imvaders must have
Hed to the east and south leaving a clean
cotintry to them as far as the modern Sirhind,
where the Indus plain ends and Gangetic plain
begins. This is the first stage of the Indo-
Aryan colonisation, when, like the Anglo-
Saxons in South-gastern Britain, the invaders
mide a clean sweep of their foes and received
very little ndmixture of native blood, as is
evident from the prevailing Indo-Aryan type
in the Punjab even in modern times. Very
few of the Rigvedic hymns can be traced to
this period.
When the bulk of the hymns were composed,
the second stage had begun. The Indo-Aryans
had been thoroughly settled in
w'm the Punjab and had lost touch
with their kinsmen abroad. In
their new home different tribes had settled in
the different parts of the country, and, besides
fighting with the Dasyus, had begun to fight
among themselves for supremacy. The force of
bursting flood had abated no doubt, but was still
strong enough to impe! the Indo-Aryan chieftains
towards the east and south-east conguering
fresh lands from the aborigines. The number of
conquerors, however, was not sufficient to
effectively occupy the conguered lands, and as
specially the conguerors felt the need of women
and labourers in their new settlements the '
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original  ferocity and the ruthless policy of
extermination were to a certain extent modified.
They began to make slaves, mostly of the wives
and children of the fallen natives Even in
the Rigvedic period towards its close the word
Dasa gradually came to be synonymous with
# slave, as in’ the proper name Divodasa, “the
slave of heaven” In the next peniod the word
Dasiregularly denoted a female slave, Slaves,

sometimes in large numbers, are often alluded

to in the Rigveda, and to the native slaves may
be attributed the marked Dravidian mfluence
upon the Vedic language.

Whether it was a later immigration of
Indo-Aryans who could not on account of the
difficult route bring their womenfolk with them
and so had to marry Dravidian wives in the
Gangetic regions—as is the theory of Hoernle,
supported by Grierson and Risley—or, as i
more probable, it was the natural expansion
of the Indo-Aryans from the Punjab after the
tribal immigration had ceased from outside,
and was more of conquest than of colomsation,
the fact remains that in the Gangetic regions
the Indo-Aryans received a large admixture
of Dravidian blood, which accounts for the
lower stature, darker complexion, and broader
noge of the Gangetic Indian than those of the
Punjabese. - In the later Rigvedic period the
‘original batred of the conquerors towards the
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natives Hid so far abated that it was not rare
that treaties and alliances were made and one
or more Indo-Aryan tribes allied themselves
with Dasa chiefs against the foes of their own
race. A Dasa tribe, the Simyu, was among
the foes of the fimous Sudas in the hattle of
the ten kings (VII. 18.5), A priest celebrates
the generosity of a Dasa chief, Balbutha (VIIL,
46:32). In shor, the scene presented by the
Rigveda is not much unlike that of the Hep-
tarchic period of English history, when the
Anglo-Saxons were no more coming from the
Baltic shores, were settled under different
tribal chiefs in different parts of the country
from which the British elements were practically
wiped out, were still encroaching upon
British lands and winning victories, like those
of Deorham and Chester, but absorbing more
#nd more British blood as they advanced
more and more towards the west, and not unoften
making alliances - with British chiefs like
Cadwallon in their own intertribal wars, By
the end of the Rigvedic period the Indo-Aryans
liad advanced as far as the Ganges and were
engaged in subjugating the country between
the Jumna and the Ganges. The principal
tribes. still lived to the west of the Jumna.
But in the next period we find that the more
important of the tribes were planted in the lsnd
between the Saraswati snd the Ganges,

Il
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Thus jt s seen that thers was ‘& marked
contrast between the Indo-Aryan settlement
in the Punjub and that in the Gangetic regions
#s far as North Behar, While in the Punjab
it was a settlement en masse by clearing the
country thoroughly of all non-Aryan elements,
in the Gangetic regions it was a matter of
conquest in which the non-Aryan system was
destroyed, their fighting forces broken, and their
women and children enslaved. But even in
the latter the predominant element was Aryan,
Aryan tribes' like Panchala, Vamsa, Chedi,
Kosala, Videha settled themselves as rulers ang
absorbed the native population. Yet in this
process of absorption the Indo-Aryan social
system underwent a great change. [t may be
paradoxical to hear that the more contuct there
wis between the Aryan and the von-Aryan the
greater was the barrier imposed against their
mingling. [In the Punjab, where the non-Aryan
clement was practically wiped ont, there was
no danger of the purity of Aryan blood being
affected, and so we do not find any regulations
it the Rigveda forbidding intermarriage betwesn
an Aryan and a Dasyn, between a master and
a slave, though, of course, such intermarriages
must have been rare because of the hatred and
contempt with which the conquerors regarded
the mutives. But the case became otherwise
*in the Gangetic regions, There were numerous

rl:
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non=Aryggs still in the country both as. slaves
and enemles, and if free intercourse were not
ghecked, the danger was the swamping of the
mﬁqumr: by the conquered. The gquestion
was the same as that of colour in the modern
European colonies in Africa and America
Two courses were open to the Indo-Aryan
conguerors, either to exterminate the natives
wholesale, or to Aryanise them but with a
careful eye to prevent themselves being bar-
barised in the course of their work. They
adopted the latter policy and solved their
difficulty by evolving the castesystem. Already
there were three classes in the Indo-Aryan
society in the Punjab—the priest, the ruler,
the cultivatorand artisan. To thesea fourth class,
that of the slaves or Sudras, was sdded, and
eventually a hfth, the Nishada, comprising the
stvage peoples of the bills and forests. While
there were still free intercourses between the
first three classes, there was & barrier raised bet-
ween the first three and the fourth, not to speak
of the fifth, Thus the non-Aryans were given a
status in society and prevented from extermina-
tion, but they were not to spoil the purity of
their rulers” blood. 1t was all right in theory,
but it ran the nisk of almost breaking down in
practice. While you allow the Aryans and the
non-Aryans to live together in society you can
not altogether prevent intercourse, say, between

~
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the masters and the female slaves, especially
among the ordinary peopls, Thog the Viisya
caste become largely affected by non-Aryan
blood, and less so were the Kshatriya® and the.
Brahmin, Hence the caste system became
+ nigid in the Gangetic plains, which gave 2 new
turn to the Indo-Aryan social organisation,
Tbe Punjabee Aryan was not so circumstanced
and 's0 could mot keep pace with the social
changes which were going onin the Madhya~
deshn, and in course of time came to be regarded
as unorthodox. Again, the Brahmins becoming
more and more exclusive devoted more time to
the eluboration and development of their ritua~
lism, on which rested their claims to superioriry
and power. So the rites and ceremanies became
extremely elaborate, complicated and mechanical,
and tended to make the cleavage between a Brak-
min and a layman still greater. Hence the Madhya-
desha or the Upper Gangetic regions evolved the
peculiar Brahmanical religionand social seructure,
and became the model country for all ages.

The story of tbe conquest of Magadim,
Avngs, Vanga, Pundra, Kalinga, etc. was al-

s Ersters fadia. powerful non-Aryan communities
in these lands (which are named sfter them) who
are mentioned as independent in some of the

*The Vedic Kshatriya meant 8 membise of the niling, or
princely class and not an ordinary warrior. .

together different.  ‘Thera were =

.
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Brahmanas. How these conquests were made
15 not known to us. But this much we know that
110 powerful Aryan tribe settled and absorbed
the conquered in any considerable part of these
Iands, Let me again draw an analogy from Eng-

lish history. We know how the two Wales' were .

conguered, how to the main Celtic population
a sprinkling of Anglo-Saxon blood was added,
how the population and the social structure
remained in the main Celtic. Magadha was
something like the March land where the ab-
sorption of the conquerors’ blood was more
than in other parts. The non-Aryans of East-
ern India were no doubt conquered, and, so far
as their language and religion were concerned,
Aryanised, but théy had not become slaves
én masse of their conquerors as in the upper
valley of the Ganges, and had not wholly lost
their old tribal and social organisations. We hear
of the same Vangas, Pundras, Kalingas, ete. in
historical times as before their conquest in the
later Vedic period. Even in language, such as
in the modern Bengali dialect, the Dravidian
traces are to be found to a greater extent than
in the languages of Upper India. In social
structure Eastern India conld never adapt itself
to the models of the Madhyadesha, and hence
we find the population mainly divided between
the Brahmins and the Sudras with no inter-
- médiate castes between them.

——— =
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The fact that Eastern India was imperfectly
Aryanised partly accounts for the rise of the
two great protestant religions, Jainism and
Buddhism, in that quarter ahout the time when
the process of conguest was still going on.
The protests against the Brabminical hierarchy
and rituals so boldly preached by Mahavira and
Gautama Buddha in Behar can easily be intér-
preted as a reaction against the imposition of
Brahminical beliel and institutions upon a not
very willing people, conguered but not van-
quished. Hence it is why we find Behur
as the earliest land to accept the new creeds,
and as the last stronghold of Buddhism
before it finally disappeared from India, Tt is
here in Eastern India that we find the develop-
ment of the un-Vedic Tantric religion, and bere
* that Islam which knocked itself in vain against the
Brahminical sacerdotalism of the Madhyadesha
found the greatest number of convests,

The non-Aryan protest did not spend itseif
tip only in religion and social matters, Maha-
padmn Nanda rose as their champion to over=
throw the rule of the Kshatriya families in
Magadha. He was admittedly of Sudra or non-
Aryan origin, and he so terribly punished the
Aryan raling classes that he has been described
in the Puranas as “the exterminntor of the
Kshatriya race like a second Parasurama'
Certainly he did not do so in the interest of the
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Brabmin caste, agin that ¢ase the Brahmin writers
of the Puranas would not have poured their choi-
cest invectives upon him, and the whole period )
of Nanda rule would not have been omitted |
from the Calendar (Ananda era). Such was
the havoc he caused among the Kshatriya 'I
families of the Gangetic valley that the Brah-
mins could only overthrow his family by
setting up another Sudra, Chandragupta Manrya,
For a time, of course, Chandragupta acted
under the influence of his patron Brahmin
minister, Kautilya or Chanakya, but it is very
probable that he too in his later life dissociated
himself from Brahminism and became a convert
to Jainism. And it was his grandson Asoka
who by vigoronsly espousing the canse of
Buddhism gave the greatest blow which Brah- i
minism bad yet received in India, Ounly four
centuries ago another strong attack against
Brahminical bierarchy and ritualism was made
by Chaitanys in Bengal. The spirit of protest
1s still strong in the Bengalee blood, which
manifests itself from time to time, as in the |
Brahmo Samaj Movement of only half a century
ago. Bat inspite of these actions and reactions
the non-Aryan in Eastern India has been slowly
and unconscionsly drawn within the octopus
clutches of Brabminism, and to-day no Bengalee
y would like to regard himself asany but des-
- cended from the pure Aryan stock.
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With regard to Northern India it may be
said with more or less truth that the Aryani-
sution was effected principally

In the Deecan. 1\ o ugh conquest. But the case
seems to be entirely different in the south
Of course there were migrations of Aryan tribes
or families from Northern Tndia who established
themselves as conquerors over the native
population in some parts of the country. Thus
we learn from the Brabmanas that the Bhojas
ruled in Vidarbha or Berar, from the Artha-
sastra that the Bhojas once ruled over the
Dandaka or Maharastra country, and from the
Jagayyapeta inscriptions that an Tkshaky dynas-
ty governed in the Kistna District in the third
century A.D. Prof. D. R. Bhandarkar holds
that the Pandyas were emigranis from the
Muttra District. Yet on the whole the process
of Aryanisation was carried on mostly by peace-
ful means. The route from Northern India to
the Deccan across the hilly and forest regions
of Chota Nagpur and the Central Provinces
being extremely difficult, the Arymn stream
gradually thinning the more it moved from its
base in Upper India, and, above all, the Dravi-
dian community in possession of the Deccan
being too strong to be forcibly subjugated, most
parts of the Deccan remuined practically inde-
pendent under their own Dravidian rulers. Bul
it cannot be said that to-day the Tamil country
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is less Aryan in sentiment than other parts of
India. Wiho, then, brought the Aryan culture
to the Dravidians of Southern India 7

If we may believe i the tradition as record-
¢d in the Epics, the Rishis or Brahmin sages
took 4 most prominent part in the diffusion of
Aryan culture in the south often at considerable
risks to their lives. Thus when Rama went to
the south be found in many places the asramas
or hermitages of Brabmin sages far away from
Aryan land and constantly harrassed by the
Rakshasas or the native non-Aryans. These
Aryan missionaries did not resort to physical
force, and went on with their work with the
utmost patience, conrage and unselfishness. In
course of time some of the non-Aryans must
have been attructed by their superior wisdom
and virtuous lives, and become their worshipful
allies. Thus, though the Rakhasas in general
were in hostile opposition to Brahminical insti-
titions, not so was Vibhisana, brother of
Ravana, nor were the Banaras of Kiskindbya,
one of the non-Aryan tribes. Among such
missionary sages the most prominent was
Agastya, who was met by Rama in s hermitage
to the south of the Vindhyass. He became so
successful in spreading culture among the Dra-
vidians of Southern India that in later times he

founder of their language and to be

g to be regarded by the Tamil people as
0y e
-
- |

e




| = .
| NATURE OF ARVAN COLONISATION 97 .
E known™ as  Tamimmuml or Tamilian sage,
| (Bhandarkar Lectures). )

[n the Deccan, therefore, there are thiree
different shades of Aryan permeation. In the
first place are the Maharastra country and
Berar. They were conquered, and Indo-Aryan
ruling families, chiefly of the Yadg tribe, settled
there, imposing their tongue and creed upon
the mass of Dravidian population, who had been
alteady conquered by brachycephalic tribes
probably from Iran. The latter formed the upper
classes in the land, and when it was conquered ,
by the Indo-Aryans were entirely amal-'
gamated with them, Hence we see that the
bigher classes, the Brahmins and the ruling
Castes, are more brachycephalic, but in other
Trespects, as in nose form, tallness and com-
plexion, approximate more to the people of the
Gangetic valley than the mass of the people
who approximate more to the Dravidias type.
(Risley, People of India, Appendix IV),

In the second place comes the Telegu-speak-
ing or Andhra country. This land did not long
remain under Aryan Tule, but being exposed
to Aryan influences from two sides, Berar and
Kalings, became Aryanised not only in creed s
but also 1o a certain extent in language, The
bulk of the population is almost pure Dravidian,
but the laignage has about a third of its voca-iy,
bulary derived from Aryan roots. Most of the = * .

13 -
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borrowed words relate to abstrmct or séientific
and religious terms, which supports the tradition
of the missionary work by Brabmin sages.
That the contact was slight is proved by the

ct that the words relating to common-place

ings and ideas are mostly Dravidian, and that
the grammatical rules are entirely different from
those of Sanskrit, and this inspite of the well-
known fact that “when an Aryan tongue comes
into contact with an uncivilized aborigmal one,
it is invariably the latter which goes to the
Jwvall® ( Grierson ), a fact which is amply
Eorroborated by the cases of imperfectly Arya-
nised Bengsl, Assam and Maharastra,

Still more free from Aryin influences is the
Tamil country. Even as late as the times of
the Mauryas the ordinary religion of the Tami-
lians was a form of demon-worship, and Brahmi-
nism had not made much headway among them.
The first great Aryan influence came with the
spread of Buddhism and Jainism together with
their literature from Northern India, and by the
time these two religions gave way to Hinduism
the creed of the Tamil land had been practically
Aryanised, and Brabminical institutions laid on
# solid foundation. The language, however,
has not been much influenced. It contains a
very small number of Sanskrit words, and 3
‘Tamil composition is regarded as refined and
classical not in proportion to the amount of
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Sanskrit it contsins but in proportion to the
absence of Sanskrit. It is worthy'of note, too,
that while in other parts of India the suthors
were mostly Brahmins, most of the compositions
i classical Tamil literature were the works of
Sudras. While the Telegu-speaking peoples
might have received a sprinkling of Aryan blood,
the Tamilian non-Brahmins are almost all of
pure Dravidian origin. The Brahmins in general
still retain memories of their immigrations from
the north and have jealously guarded themselves
against contact with the natives.

There are, however, evidences that the Aryan’
influences were stronger in the Deccan in the
first few centuries of the Christian era than in
modern times. Thanks to the conquest of the
Deccan by the Mauryas and the spread of

. Buddhism there, a Prakrit dislect obtained wide

currency even in those parts where Dravidian
languages are spoken at the present day, Thus
Asoka’s Minor Rock Edicts found in the Chi-
taldurg District, the donative inscriptions in
some Buddhist stupas in the Kistna Distrnct (150
B, C. to 200 A. D.), the Malavalli stone INsGrip-
tion in the Kanarese conntry, and some copper-
plate grants of the Pallava kings of Kanchi, all
prove that an Indo-Aryan dialect, Prakrit, in
which these inscriptions are written was the
official langnage and was at least intelligible
to all ¢lasses of people in many parts of even
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Southern "Indis, The instructions b Asokx ™

were intended for all classes of men, high and
low, and must have been concbed in a langnage
whieh was generally understood. The dona-
tions meationed in the stupa inseriptions of
**Kistna concerned even such low-class people
as leather-workers. One of the Pallava char-
ters issues instructions not only to the higher
officials but to ordinary free holders and even
cowherds. Such was the Aryan influence in
Soutbern India at that time that Aryan proper
names were used not only by many rlers, as
‘the Pallavas of Kanchi, but even among the
lower classes, as in the Kistna inscriptions.
The spread of Aryan language and ideas and the
infiltration of Aryan blood had been steadily
proceeding, and there was every likelihood that
Southern India would be as much Aryanised
as Bengal or Maharastra, and that the Dravidian
culture would be completely lost except where
it was incorporated in the conguering one.
But the failure of the northemers to maintain
their political suzerainty over the south fora
considerable length of time, the rise of strang
Dravidian powers like the Andhras, the Palluvas,
the Cholas, who instead of submitting to Aryan
rule even carried their victorious arms into the
north, and, above all, the Mahomedan conguest
of Northern India which destroyed the fountain-
spring of Aryan colonisation and inspiration,

L4
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4 , CHAPTER Vi
' TRIBES AND/'KINGDOMS OF
’ THE RIGVEDA.

* The most important of the Rigvedic tribes
seen to be the Bharatas, who in afterages
have given the name to the whole
country, ‘Bharatawarshs or [ndia.
They were settled in the country between the
Saraswati and the Jumna, and fought both
against their Aryan rivals on the west and
fop-Atyan foes on the east. Their princes
are found sacrificing on the Saraswati, on
the Drishadvati, on the Apaya, in the
land which afterwards became celebrated as
Kurukshetra. The victories of the Bharata
princes and the poetical fame of their Rishis
together served to acquire for the cult of
the Bharata people a kind of acknowledged
supremacy. Agoi is Bbarata, ie. belonging to
the Bharatas. Bhamti is the protecting deity
of the Bharatas, in connection with whom the
sacred river Saraswati is constantly mentioned.
The next in importance were the Purus,
who lived on either side of the Saraswati and
M were neighbours and rivals of
the Bharatas. In later Rigvedic
times these two rival tribes became thoronghly
amalgamated, and under the name of Kurn,
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A name not directly mentioned in the Rigveda,
became the chief bearers of the Vedic cultire b
during the ‘later Vedic period. Accorfing to * J &
Pargiter, who follows the Epic and Pauranic
tradition, the Purus and the Bharatas were two
branches of one family who were engaged if
nvalry when some of the Rigvedic hylns
were composed, They weére united under
Samvarana and his son, the famous Kury, who
gave the pame to his family and also to the
people. (Ancient Indian Historidu] Tradition, v
p- 281).
There was a comparatively unimportint®
tribe known as the Krivi, who at first might
A have lived on the Indusand the
S, Sewiare, Chenab, but later moved to the
gast across the Jumna to the land which after
wards became known as Panchala (S. P. Br.
XIII. 5.4.7). Closely connected with the Bha-
ratas was the tribe of Srinjaya, who lived in
the neighbourhood of the Bharatas, probably in
the Panchala country,i.e. the modern Rolilkhand
tract.
Among the allies of the Purus against the
Bharatus were the Anus who dwelt on the
Parushni or Ravi, and the kandred
- n"h'-l Drubyus who lived to their west,
: ,‘T and the two allied tribes of ¥adu
and Turvasha, who lived in the southern Pusjab,
and probably further south 2s the traditional



104 THE ARYANISATION OF INDIA

home of the Yadavas in the Epics and Puranas
lay from Gujarat to Muttra,

Another people were the Matsyas whose
wealth drew upon them an attack of the Tur-

vashas (Rig VIL 18.6). The

R riches of the Matsyas, especially
their wealth of cows, made them victims even
in) Epic times of predatory raids by the Tri-
garttas and the Kurus. We know that in later
times the Matsyas lived in the neighbourhood
of the Surasenas of Mathura to the west, i.s,
in modern Alwar and Jaypur, and that was
prabably their home even in the Rigvedic age.

Among the lesser tribes were the Alinas,
Pakthas aod Bhalanases, all living in the
Chedi, Usinara. fr{:-n‘tiur rf:'ginus. In the later Rig-
vedic period two peoples, who
played rather important parts in the Brahmana
and Epic periods, first come into notice—the
Chedis who dweltin the land between the Jumna
and the Vindhyas, and the Usinaras in the neigh-
bourhood of the Saraswati. The Chedi king
Kasu is praised in a Danastati (VITI. 5.37-39).
He seems to be a very powerful king who
made a gift of ten mjas as slaves to his priest.
In the Pauranic tradition the Chedis are
represented as an offshoot of the Yadus, and
the Usinaras of the Anus, and there is nothing
in the Rigveda to indicate that the Chedis
or the Usinaras were a tribe and not a clan.

e
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Among the Dasa tribes were the Kikatas,
Simyus, Ajas, Yakshus, and Sigrus who were
Dasa Tribes, 08Uy inhabitants of the Gangetic

i valley, and were contesting the
advance of the Bharatas towards the east und
south-east. Individua] Dasa kings were Ilibisha;
Dhuni, Chumuri, Sambara, Varchin, Dribliile,
Rudbikra, Anarsani, Sribinda, etc,, some of
whom later received demoniacal attributes and
became celestial foes of Indra and other gods.

A curioys people were the Panis, who are
described in the Rigveda as “greedy like the

Pasi. wolf" “extremely selfish,”" *nig-
gardly,” “non-sacrificing,” “of
cruel speech,” “Dasyus" (VIL6.3). They
were also notorious cattle-possessors (i.e.
wealthy, cattle constituting the main wealth
and currency of the time), and cattle-lifters,
and the name is often used to denote a class
of demons who withheld the water of the
clouds like cows from the Aryans. The word
seoms to live in such Sanskrit words as Panik
of Vanik (merchant), Panya (merchandiss),
Bipani (shop), ete., from which we may infer
that the Panis were the merchants par excellence
in the Rigvedic age, Their patron god seems
to be Vala, whom Indrma pierced when he
robbed the Pani of hiscows (Rig L62.4; X.67.6).
One of their kings was Bribu (VI.4s.31).
The phonetic resemblances of the words Pani

14
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angd Puni¢, Vala and the Phoenician god Baal,
Bribn and Baberu or Babylon, together with
their peculiar characteristics and thefact of their
being chased back towards the west (VIL6.3)
may well tempt ns to identify the Panis with
the Phoenicians, who formerly lived near the
Persian Gulf and traded in the Arabian Sea
before their migration to the Mediterranean
coast.
Divodask, “the servant of heaven,” ltm Ari-
thigva, “the sacrificer of cows for guests,’ was
3 a preat king of the Bharsta tribe®
Dirsdsn. . who successfully fought against
the Puorus, Yadus and Turvashas on one hand,
and the Dasa chief Sambara, the Panis etc. on
the other. He was the patron of the priestly
family of the Bharadvajus, the authorsof the
sixth book of the Rigveda.
His descendant was the famous king Sudas,
son of Pijavana. At first Sudas' priest was Viswa=
mitra, who himself wasa scion of
Sodas. the Kusika family of the Bharata
tribe (Ait. Br. VIL 17—18), and who led lhim
to victories on the Vipasha and Satudry, as
described in the third book of the Rigveda, the
whole of which is attributed to the Viswamitra

*  For the identification of the Tritsus with the Bhasmiss
see Oldenberg, Buddha, pp. 4o5-406, Macdonell and Keith,
Vedic Index Lp353.
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fomily, But for some reason or other, probably

on account of the superior Brahminical know-
ledge of the Vasisthas (Kath, Br. XXXVIIL, 17.
117 ; S. P. Br. XII. 6. 1. 38), Sudas -appointed

Vasistha in place of Viswamitra as his priest.

Hence arose the long and bitter rivalry batwesn

the two families, and the imprecations uttered by
Viswamitra (Rig ITL 53, 21—24). The Vasis-
thas in the seventh book of the Rigveda pray
for the prosperity of Sudas and celebrate his
glorious victories on the Parushni over the ten
allied tribes, the Purns, Yaodus, Turvashas,
Anus, Druhyus, Alinas; Pakthas, Bhialanases
Sivas, and Vishanins, Suoch was the bloody and
decisive victory that the Ano and Drmbyo kings
fell in the battle, and s0 also probably Purn-
kutsa, the Purn king, whose wife was reduced
to great distress, from which she was aflterwards
relieved by her son Trasadasyn. Sudas also
turned bis victorious arms against the non-Aryan
tribes, the Ajas, Sigrus and Yakshus, who were
united under u king, Bheda, who attucked the
kingdom of Sudas from the east while probably
the latter was fighting against his Aryan foes
on the west. Sudas quickly returned and de-
feated them with great slatghter on the Jumna,
Sudas was not only a great warrior but also a
scholar, as tradition credits him with the com-
position of the hymn 133 of the tenth book.
All this while Viswamitra bad not remained
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* Jddle. He was assisted in acquiring more Brab-

minical knowledge by the priestly family of
Jamadagni, to whom he expresses his indebted-
ness in Rig III. 53. 15—16. He then began
to accuse Vasistha of wvarious heinous cnmes,
which the latter denieson oath in Rig VIL
104. 12—16. Yet Viswamitra seems to have
reguined ascendancy in the Bharata court
According to the Taittiriya Samhita (Ashtaka
VII) and the Kaushitaki Brahmana (4th
Adhaya) the sons of Sudas killed a son of
Vasistha and were destroyed by the indig-
pant father. Manu is evidently mistaken
when he charges Sudas instesad of his sons
with outrages committed upon Brahmins (VII
41), Vasistha probably effected the destruction
of the family of Sudas with the help of the
Purns, as henceforth the Purn kings like
Trasadasyy, Trikshi, Kurusravana, Upamastavas,
etc. come into more prominence, This fact
can be traced in the confused accounts in the
Mahabharata (Adiparva, verses 3725-37) of the
Puru king Samvarana being assisted by Vasistha
in recovering his power and defeating his
enemy, the Bharata king of Panchala. Sam-
varana's son was the famous Kuru after whom
his family and the people ruled by him came
to be known. Curiously, the names of Bhamta
and Paoru were merged in the name Kum
within a few generations from Sudas and

o — e
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Trasadasyn, as is found in the later Samhitas.

and the Brahmanas,
A later king is Santanu for whom Devapi
performed a min-inducing sacrifice {Rig X. g8).
The Mahabharata and the Puranas
Sestama aed oo ribe Santanu as the Kuru
king of Hastinapur and the grand-
father of the Pandavas, and Devapi as his elder
brother who became an ascetic (Adiparva,
3750 ; Vishnn Purana IV.20.7)., Weber (In-
dische Studien, 1.203), however, considers that

the Santanu and Devapi of the Mahabharata

and the Puranas cannot be the same persons
as those alluded to in the Rigveda, becavse
their father was Pratipa, not Rishtisena as
mentioned in the above bymn, and because
it is doubtful whether a prince who was so
near to the Mahabharata war in point of time
could bave been named in a Rigvedic hymn,
There is nothing in the Rigveda to indicate that
Devapi was a prince.



CHAFTER VI

LATER DEVELOPMENTS OF
TRIBES AND KINGDOMS. l

During the period of the later Sambhitas !
and the Brahmanas the Bharatas and the Purus
_ bave disappeared as separate tribes .
. Wz. jaya, 20d are found united under a
new pame, Kuruy, Reminiscenes, \
however, of the past greatness of the Bharatd
tribe are met with here and there, asin the
accounts in the Satapatha Brahmana(XII1.s.4.11 - {
12) of Bharata Duauhshanti who performed a .
hiorse sacrifice and defeated his enemies on the {
Gaoges and the Jumna. The first great Kurd
king is Parikshit (s descendant of Kuru ac- I
cording to Epic and Pauranic traditions), who is |
mentioned in the Atharvaveda (XX.127.7-10),
and in whose reign, it is said, the Kuru kingdom
flourished exceedingly. ‘‘Listen ye to the high
praise of the king who rules over all peoples,
the god who is above mortals, of Vaisvanam
Parikshit | Parikshit has procured for us
secure Gwelling when he, the most excellent
one, went to his seat. (Thus) the husband in
Kuru land, when he founds his household,
converses with his wife,
-« "What may I bring [to thee, curds, stirred
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drink or liquor # (Thus) the wife asks her
husband in the kingdom of king Parikshit.

“Like light the ripe barley runs over beyond
the mouth (of the vessels). The people thrive
merrily in the kingdom of king Parikshit."
(Bloomfield, Atharvaveda, pp. 197-198),

A son of his was Janamejaya, whose horse
sacrifice is celebrated in the Satipatha Brah-
mana (XI1L.5.4.) and Aitareya Brahmana (VIIL
21), and whose brothers Ugrasena, Bhimasens ©
and Srutasena by the same sacrifice purified
themselves of the sin of Brahmin killing. The
capital of Janamejays was Asandivanta, This
Parikshit—Junamejaya must not be confused
with the descendants of the Pandavas, It
seems that the main Kuru line fell into distress
plter Janamejaya and remained in darkness for
several generutions until a descendant of his
the famous Pratipa, revived the power and
greatness of the family (Mhb. V. 148.5053).
Hence in most places in the Puranas the names
of the kings between Janamejaya and Pratipa
are omitted from the genealogies. From Pratipa
to the Pandavas the history of the Kuorusis
Buchequered.

Closely ‘allied to the Kurus were the
Panchalas, a composite tribe as the name shows.

According to the Satapatha Brah-
Bowrt dchihus. mana the older name for the
« Panchalas was Krivi, and according to the
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Mabhabharata the Srinjayas were connected with
the royal family of North Panchala. We may,
therefore, believe that the Krivis and Srinjayas
of the early Vedic period and three other tribes,
who cannot be clearly traced, together formed
the later Panchala people. The Kuru-Panchalas
are described in the Brahmanss as the models
of good form, their kings as the greatest sacrifi-
cers, and their priestly class the most learned
in the knowledge of the Vedas, “Speech
sounds higher bere among the Kuru-Panchalas"

The later Samhitas and the Brahmanas seem |

mostly to bave taken definite form in the land
of the Kuoru-Panchalas. In the Rajsuya cere-
mony as described in the Yajurveda the king
is presented to the people as that of the Kurus
or Panchalas or Kurn-Panchalas. Of the
Panchala kings we hear of Kraivya, Sona
Satrasaha, Durmukha, a great conqueror, and
Pravabana Jaivali, a philosopher king of the
Chhandogya and Brihadaranyaka Upanishads,
The Matsyas seem to have occupied an
important position, though withina limited space,
M during the Brabmana period. One of
their kings, Dhvasan Dwvaitavana per
formed a horse sacrifice where there is the lake
Drvaitavana {S.P.Br.KIII.s.q_g). The well-known
sage, Gargya Balaki lived for sometime among
them (Kaus. Br. IV. 1). Their activities, bow-
ever, remained confined to alliances and rivilries
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with the neighbouring powers like the Kury-
Panchalas, the Surasenas and the Chedis, and did
not opertie on the wider stage of Aryavarta,
unlike those of the Kurus, Kosilas, Yadus and
others. Tn the Mahabharata war the Matsyas
were one of the secondary powers who led their
hosts to the assistance of the more important
combatants,
To the east of the Kuro-Panchala land lay
the realms of Kosala and Videha. A family of
princes bearing the name of
b Ikshakn is known from the Rigveda
(X.60.4), and it is likely that the ruling dynasty
of Kosila may bave been descended from this
family. “In the Panchavimsa Brahmana mention
is made of Tryaruna Aikshaka who is identical
with the Tryaruna Traivrishna of the Bribaddeva-
ta and with Tryaruna Trasadasyu in the Rigveda.

The connection of Trasadasyu with the [kshakus

is confirmed by the fact that Purukutsa was an
Aikshaka, according to Satapntha Brahmana,
Thuos the Tkshaku line was originally a line of the
Puru kings." (Vedic Index). Epic and Pauranic
tmditions describe the royal dynasty of Videha as
ajbranch of the Ikshakn dynasty of Kosals, Nimi
the founder of the former being a son of Tkshaku.
The tradition, as recorded in the Satapatha
Brahmana, about the founding of the kingdom
of Videha by Videgha Mathava sccompanied by
his priest Gotama Rahugana, appears to be more
i5
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reliable, though the existence of a king by name

Nimi may be assumed from the occurrence of
the name Nami Sapya the Videhan in the Vedic
Texts. Probably Nimi was the founder not of
the kingdom but of the greamess of the king-
dom. Even without acceplting the Paoranic

traditions we may find evidences in the Brah

manas to show that the Kosalas and the Videhas
were allied tribes and that there was some
mvalry existing between the Kosala-Videhas and

‘the Kurn-Panchalas, Sometimes Kosala and

Videha were. united under one rule, as under
Para Atnara Hairanyanabha (S.P.Br.XI11.5.4.4).
It is said that the sage Jala Jatukamnysa was
the priest of the Kosalas, Videhas and Kasis at
one time (Sankhayana Srauta Sutra XVLag.5)
which indicates at least a temporary league.
Brabminism was not as strong in Kosala as
in the Kuru-Panchala land, as is revealed in the
verdict given by the people in favour of their
king against his priest (Jaiminiya Brahmana
IIL. 94-95). It appears from all these that
the Aryan tribes who occupied Oudh and
{'M,Behai'mightm'migh: not be a branch
of the Koru-Panchalas, but it is certain that
politically and to some extent culturally there
was some  difference and rivalry between the
eastern group of Kosala, Videhn and Kasi,
and. the western group of Kuru-Panchals,
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Some uncertainty exists with regard to the
Kasis. Paurnnic tradition traces the descent
of the Kusi dynasty from the Panrava

ling Nahosha, grandson of Pururavas,

and thersby connects the Kasis with the
Kuru-Panchalts. But whatever might have
been their origin, we find in the Brahmanas
and the Upanishads that the Kasis were more
allied to the Kosala-Videhas and were often
bghting against the Kura-Panchalas. Dhnta-
mstra  Vaichitraviryn, king of Kasi, was
defeated by the Kuru king Satadika Satrajita
with the result that the Kasis down to the
time of the Satapaths Brabmana ceased to
keep up the sacrificial fire (S. P. Bn XIIL

5-4:19).

That thereis some consistency in the Pauranic
traditions can not be denied when we leamn
from them that not only the Kasis

Mapadla. 1t the Aryan colonists of Magadha,
at least the royal family, belonged to the Kuru-
Panchala tribes. It is said that the first
conquest wis made by Amurtarayas, a younger
son of Kusa, king of Kanyakubja or Kanouj, and
descended from Pururavas. Afterwards Vaso, a
descendant of king Kum, conquered the country
and gave it to his eldest son, Bribadratha,
the founder of the famous Barhadratha dynasty,

In the Puranas tribal names are often
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inserted in the genealogies under the disguise
of eponymous ancestors, and wa
rm may believe in the relationship
) of such and such tribes when
their eponymouns ancestors are descended from
& common father. Thus Pury, Ang, Druliyu,
Yadu, Turvasha are the €ponymous ancestors
of the five allied tribes of the Rigveda. There
is. mothing in the Rigveda to indicate any
blood relation between these tribes, Of these
the Anu and Drohyn, the Yadu and Turvasha
Are sometimes mentioned as pairs, indicating
closer relations between the two, But for
the time being these five tribes were in con-
federacy against the powerful Bharatas,
Probably this fact accounts for the statement
in the Puranas that the five eponymous heroes
were brothers, being the sons of the mythical
king Yajati. Yajati, itis said, divided his
kingdom among his five sons, Pury receiving
the middle region, Anu north, Druliyu west,
Yadu south-west, and Tuorvasha south-gast,
The Pauranic location of the tribes, if we put
the Purus on the Saraswati, accords well
with what we know from the Rigveda,
Of these five tribes the Purug, as we have
seen, united with the Bharatas and other tribes
Amss °Nd became the founders of the
famous Kurn-Panchals tribes, It is
also likely that the ruling families of Kosala,
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Kasi and Magadha belonged to this stock. The
Anus were divided ints two brinches, Usinar
and Titikshu. The Usinaras in course of time
were subdivided into Usinara proper, Yaudheyn,
Madraka, Kekayan® Sauvira, etc., the tribes
whom we find in occupation of the Punjab and
Sind in more recent times. From Titukshu
descended after several generations the fimous
king Bali, who divided his territories among
his  five sons, Angs, Vanga, Kalinga,
Pundra and Subma. Thus the Puranas under
the disguise of fables, mythical kings and
eponymous ancestors seek to connect the tribes
of the Punjab and the Aryan colonists of the
eastern countries, Anga ( E. Bebar), Vanga
(E. Bengal ), Pundra ( N. Bengal), Subma (W.
Bengal), Kalinga (Orissa), all belonging to the
Anu stock of the Rigveda. This tradition
accords very well with the findings of Grierson
s to the near relutions of the dialects of the
Punjab and the eastern provinces as distin-
guished from those of the Midland.

In the Rigveda we find the Drubyus living to

* From the Ramayana {IL 68, 19-22; VIL rI3rTg)
we learn that the Kekaya country lay betwean the Beas
and the Gandhara country. Asvapati, u king of Kelayn
in the Upanishad period, is & famous person, who taught
& number of well-known Brahmin scholars the principles of
the knowledge of Brabma (Chhandogya Upanishad V. 11,
4 et seq).
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the west of the Anus, ie in the Indus region.
The Poranus make Gandhara, an
eponymous king, 2 descendant of
Drubyu, showing that the Druhyos inhabited
the Gandhara land, Unlike the other tribes
the Druhyns did not seek to expand towards
the interior of India. Their way towards the
east and south-east was barred by the Anus.
Hence they sent their overflowings to the coun-
tries to the west and north-west, 3 fact recarded
in the Puranas which tell ns that the hundred
sons of Pracheta, a later descendant of Druliyu
Aand Gandhara, established themselves as kings
in the Mlechchha countries to the north.
The Tnrvashas lived, according to Pauranic
tradition, to the south-east of the Purus. In
the Brahmana period they have
" practically disappeared from his-
tory. The Satapatha Brahmana (XIT1. 5. 4. 16)
suggests that they formed one of the elements
of the composite Panchala tribe. The Puranas
declare that the Turvashas were merged into the
Purus astheir last king Marutta adopted the Puru
king Dushyanta as his successor. Anyway, the
Turvashas were absorbed by the Kuru-Panchalas.

Unlike their old allies, the Turvashas, the

Yadus displayed » remarkable power of growth

Yadus. and expansion, and became in
the Epic age no mean rivals
of the Kurus and the Ikshakus, Out of the

-
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confused accounts, different versions, wrong
arrangements and omissions of the different
Puranas one fact stands clear, viz, that the
Yadus in course of time brinched off into the
Yadavas, Satvatas, Haihayas, Kuokuras, Bhiojas,
Andhakas, Chedis, Vrishnis and other smaller
clans. For the history of the Yadus we
have to depend entirely on the Puranas as
the names of Yadn kings except the Bhojas
are almost unknown to the Sambhitas and the
Brahmanas. Of the important Yadu kingdoms
may be mentioned the Haihaya kingdom of
Mahismati or Malws, Kukura kingdom of
Surasena or Muttra,* WVrishni kingdom of
Dwaraka in Kathiwar, Bhoja kingdom of Martti-
kavata in Rajputana, Yadava kingdom of
Vidarbba or Berar (otherwise known as the
Bboja kingdom, the name Bhoja being often
applied to the Yadus in geveral), Chedi
kingdom to the sonth of the Jumna (till its
conguest by Vasu Chaidya the Paurava), From
Kaptilya’s Arthasastra we Imow that the
Bhojas at one time ruled in the Duandaka or
Mabarasta country, probably supplanting a
small Ikshaku colony there, the remembrance
of which gave origin to the eponymons king

* The counitry obtuiped its name from Surasena, son of
Satrugna, who had conquered it from the Yadava king Lavarm
of Madhu's family. The Vadavas seem o' have regained Ji
after Surasena’s death. Mathura is 2 cormuption of Madhupura,
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Danda, a son of Ikshakn. In short, we see that
the Yadus prevailed over practically the whole
land from the Gulf of Cambuay and the Godavery
to the Jumna.
The Haihayas were the Mahrattas of the
Epies during the Treta age. It seems that at first
the Pauravas attained supremacy in the
m Middle Country and that that period
of their greatness is associated in the
Puranas with such mythical kings as Pururavas,
Ayn, Nahusha and Yajati. After the death of
Yupti the Paurava kingdom was broken up
into small principalities, and the kingdom of
Oudh rose to supremacy under its kings,
Yuvanasva and his son Mandhatriv Under
Mandbatri and his sons, one of whom was
Muchukunda, the Ikshakus conquered the
country as far as the Puonjab on one side
and the Nerbudda on the other. The
Haibayss, who were settled in Malwa, and
who were pressed under the heels of the
Tkshakns, soon rose against them, and taking
advantage of the weakness of Muchukunda's
Successors, not only cleared their country of
the epemies but, like the Mahrattas under Baiji
Rao, boldly appeared in the Gangetic regions,
and fell upon the small kingdom of Kasi. They
ravaged and conguered it and made it their base
for raiding Northern India. The greatest king
of the Haihaya dynasty was Arjuna, son of

1

—
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Krnitavirya, who is known a# a Samrat and a
Chakravartin, He defeated and took prisoner a
Ravana® or a Dmvidian lang, who lad come
northward on conquest. He, like Balaji Rao,
extended his conquests from the Nerbudda
to the Himalayas overroning the kingdom of
Oudh. Inhis pride of power he began to oppress
the Brahmin (amily of Bhargava who dwelt in
the lower region of the Nerbudda. The Bhar-
gavas fled to the Gangetic Doab, and with a
view to avenge themselves on the Haibayas
entered into matrimonial alliances with the royal
families of Kuanou) and Oudh. Aruna mided
Jamadagoi Bhargava's hermitage, and in the
melee which took place both of them were
killed. Jamadagni's son, the terrible Parasy-
ramza, swore vengeance and with the assistance
of the princes of Oudb and Kanouj, both of
whom were suoffering from the raids of the
Hathayas, defeated and killed many of the
ensmies. The Haihaya power, like that of the
Mahrattas after the third battle of Punipat,
received a set-back, but was not crusbed. The
central power was destroyed, and on its ruins
rose five powers in five different centres—
Vitihotra, Saryata, Bhoja, Avanti, Tundikera, all
of whom were collectively known as Talajanghas

* Ravana s probably oot s personal name but & Ssns
ritized form of the Tamil ward ireivan or lmbvan, ‘God, king,
sovereign, losd.' (Pamgiter, Avc.Ind His, Trad pags)

16
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from the name of the grandson of Arjuna,
This confederacy of Haihaya powers gradually
recovered from the great blow inflicted by
Parasurama and again hegan their raids into
Nortliern Indin. The kingdom of Kanou fell,
and Bahu, king of Oudh, was compelled to
leave his capital and take shelter in the hermi-
tage of Aurva Bbargava, where he died. The
Hathayas then attacked the eastern kingdoms
of Vaisali and Videha. But Vaisali was for-
tuniate enough to have three generations of very
able princes at the time, Karandhama, Aviksit
and Marutta, who successfully repulsed  the
Haihaya attacks. The Kasi kings, too, who had
been carrying on a long struggle from the
eastern portion of their territory, attained some
success, and Pratardana and his son Vatsa even
annexed the district of Kausambi, which was
thence named the Vatsa country,
Meanwhile Sagara, son of Bahu, had
reached manhood and made careful prepara-
tions to fight the Haihayas. He
m‘ﬂ defeated them, regained the throne
of Oudh, and soon established
his. supremacy in Northern India. He then
mvaded the territories of the Haihayas and
crushed their power so effectively that we
do not hear of them till long afterwards. He
advanced as far as Vidarbba, whose king had
to buy peace by giving his daughter in marriage

By
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with him. After Sagara's death Oudh failed
to maintain her snzerainty over the vast empire
built up by him, and though from time to time
kings like Dilipa, Raghu, Aja, Dasaratha went
out on conguering expeditions and achieved some
successes, yet on the whole the Oudh kings
confined themselves to their own territories,
The Yadavas of Vidarbhia availing themselves
of the friendship of Oudb gradually extended
their power over a part of the Haibaya country
and over the Chedi country. Meanwhils the
Paurava realm, which had been overthrown in
Mandhatri's time,* regained its independence
and the land from the Saraswati to the Ganges
came under the rule of Paurava princes from
different centres, one of which was Hastinapur,
The Yadavas stepped into the place of the,
Haihayas and established several kingdoms
in the land from the Jumna to the Gulf of
Cambay, the more important of which were
Surasena and Dwaraka.

* Wefind in the Ramayara {Lr3.21-28) that Vazmmatha
advised Dassraths, king of Ajedhm, to invite the imgs of
Slithila, Kas), Kekays, Angz, Magadha, Sindhu, Sauvira,
Sumstra ¢te, but did net mention any king - of the Middle
Couotry, ‘Thiz passage in cited by some scholurs to prove
that there was cultural difference betwean the kingdoms of
the Outer Band and those of the Middls Country, But
it oeed not be interpreted in that way, and the mesning
becomes clesr if we remember that the KurrPapchals
Iand was dicectly msbject tn the king of Owmik.
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After the death of Rama, the hero of the
Ramayana, the power of Oundh began to
decline and the centre of political

‘“"n andavas  .opvity  shifted to the Kuru-
e Panchala country, The Kurus

and the Pandavas were certainly the most
powerful princes  of their time and their
domestic guarrels brought the whole of India
from one extremity to the other inte the
vortex of blood in the Kurukshetra war.
Almost all the ruling families suffered so much
that for a2 long time after there was a spint
of stupor in the country and the wars and
rivilries of the succeeding generations bespeak
only pettiness and weakness of the contending
parties. Kshatriya India could never recover
g from the awful carnage of the Koruksbhetsa war.
During the following age, though the
Tkshaku and Kuru lines of kings continyed to
o tule in their respective reilms,
Kali Age. the kingdom of the future was
Magadha, the Prussia of Aryavarta, and detailed
dynostic - tables are given in the Puranas of
these three kingdoms only, the other kingdoms
being incidentally mentioned. Shortly alter
the Kurukshetra war it seems that a non-
Aryan tribe, the Nagas, established themselves
at Takshasila or Taxila and attacked the
grandson of the Pandavas, Parikshit 11, who was
killed. His son Janamejaya [11 was a vigorous
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ruler, wha defeated the Nagas but failed to
annihilate their power. 1In the reign of Nichak-
shus, the fourth in descent from Janamejaya,
Hastinapur (in the Meernt District), the Kuru
capital, was destroved by an innndation of the
Ganges. This, together with the pressure of
the barbarians from the north-west, compelled
the Kurus to transfer their headgquarters to
Kausambi (near Allahabad). One of the latest
kings was Udayana the Vatsaraj, who was a
contemporary of Gautama Buddha. He is
g favourite hero of later romance writers.
His descent from the Bharata family is attested
to by Bhasa in the Svapnavasavadatta. He
was the son-in-law and also a rival of Pradyota,
king of Avanti, He was ut first unfriendly
to the Buddhist preachers, one of whom bhe
torturad in a fit of drunken jealonsy by having
a sack of brown ants tied to his body. But
afterwards h# repented and professed himsell
a disciple of the tortured monk. The dynasty
came to an end with Kshemaka, the fourth
in descent from Udayama. Kautilys writes
in the 4th century B, C. that the Kurus
were governed by & republican coostitution,
The existence of the Korus can be traced as
late as the time of king Dharmapala of Bengl
(8co A. D), who installed Chakrayudha on the
throne of Kunouj in consultation with the
Kurus among others.

e
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About the time of Gantsma Buddha's birth the
Mmost prominent of the kingdoms of Western India
was Avanti, the Vrishni kingdom of Dwaruka

_ having been ruined by fratricidal
TS strifovafter the Kurkshstra wap
The Vrishnis, however, reappear in history. as
one of the powers which arise on the ruins of
the Maurya empire in the second century B. C,,
and continue their fitful existence till ut Jeast
the time of Bana (7th century A. D.), who
mentions them in his Harshacharita. The
smaller branches of Surasena and Asmaka were
in dependent alliance with thé Pradyota kings
of Avanti. Pradyota, whose father Punika
seems to be a usurper, was the most powerfal
prince of his time. He fpressed hard Udayuns
the Vatsa king and threatened Ajatasatru, the
powerful king of Magadha, who is said to have
fortified his capital shortly aftéf the death of
Buddha in anticipation of an #ttack by the
Avanti king,
The most notable figure of the age which
followed the declin® of the Kurn kingdom was
Janalea, the famous king of Videha,
w There were so many Janakas in
the dynasty of Videha that the
family was called Janakavamsa (Vayu Pur, 89,
23). But the most celebrated of them was the
one who is mentioned in the Bribadaranyaka
Upanishad as the patron of Uddalaka Aruni
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and Yajnavulkya. The memories of the grear-
mess of the Kurus were still fresh in men's,
wings, and their fate was discussed as a subject

of controversy in the court of Mithila, the capital

of Videha. A rival of Yamavalkya asks the
question, ‘‘whither have the Parikshitas gone 7"

to which the latter quickly replies, “Thither
where 2ll Aswamedha-sacrificers go” (Br, Up,
ITT). Janaka is called a “Sammt’ or one
greater than a king, and in Asvalayana Srauta
Sutra (X. 3. 14) is mentioned as a great sacri-
ficer. His court was thronged with Jefrned
Brahmins from the gvestern countries (i, e. the
Middle Couniry) whose discussions materially
contributed to the gfowth of the Upanishad
philosopby. *The king of the east, who has a
leaning to the culture of the west, collects the
celebrities of the west at his court much as the
intellects of Athens gathered at the court of
Macedonian princes." (Oldenberg, Buddha, p,

398). Both according to Kautilya's Arthasastra

and Nimi Jatuka, the last king of Videha was
Kalara or Karala Janaka who brought destruc-

tion on himself and his family by making 4 Ins-
aivious attempt on a8 Brahmin maiden” By
the time of Gautama Buddha (6oo B, C,) the
Videbas had become a member of the well-
known Vajjian confederacy of republican states
of North Behar, of which the Lichchbavis of
Vauisali were the head.

-
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The small kingdom of Kasi continued its
gxistence for several centuries after the Makha-
bharata war, often under the sway
of the Kurn king of Kausambi.
But it seems to have asserted its independence
and for a time played & prominent part on the
stage of Northern India. Under its most
famous king Brahmudatta it carried on Success-
fil wars against the then most powerful state

.

" of Kosala, which was compeliled to acknowledge

his suzerainty. For four gmmﬁma the two
kingdoms fonght with varying results, but
eventually the greater resources of Kosal
wore out the power of asi, which was com-
pletely subjugated by Kamsay king of Kosala,
With the decline of Vatsa and the conquest of
Kasi, Kosala became the dominant power in
Northern India, which position it retained till
the time of Prasenajit, a contemporary of Gau-
tama Boddha, The Sakyas, the people of Gau-
tama Buddha, as well as other republican tribes
of the Nepal regions, were vassals of the Kosala
king. Shortly after the death of Prasenajit
Kosala was conquered by Ajatasatru, king of
Magadha, By the time of the Nandas (400 B.C.)
the Kuwrus, the Tkshakus, the Avangis, the
Vajjis, the Kasis, all had been swallowed up by
the Magadhan empire.
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APPENDIX 1

Orthadox Indian Pundits relying on the anthority of Pamnanic
trailitions maintain that the Vedie Aryans had ever Leen living in
Indin, which s the ecentre of the earth, that the other civifi-
=tions of the world are only affshoots of the Indinn civilimtion,

and that the age of the Vedas must be counted by milliotis of

yoars { Durgadas Lalini, Prithivir Ttihasha 1), All the srgamenth

and theories of Buropean scholars have not bees able 1o &

onderming their beliefs, and, though unsble to produce countor
mgumants of & tatlonal charagters, they bhave tamained ensconced
in the scepticism born of ignorance and falss pride. When, however,
Pr. Abinas Chandra Das in his Rigvedic Indin entered the
lists to fight the Buropean scholars with modern weapons instead
of simply eiting the authority of the Sastras, there rose af once
p chors of joy from the arthodox and he was scclaimad as the
thampion of their cnme. Because of his advocacy of the old
beliefs of the Pundits and his argunments 1o demolish the modern
theories regarding the origin of ibe Aryan folk, their primitive
homiz, and the date of the Rigveda, his book has caught populer
fancy and hardencd the prefodices of the Pondite. For the

Benefit of ordinary Indian readers 1 shall dlscuss at length bl

theorics und the datm on whick those theories are bmsed, and
thershy indivectly deal with Ihﬂuﬂhﬂdﬂﬂhﬂdﬂﬂﬁdlhh
regarided sy the mouth-pites.

The principal argument of Dr. Ihlhﬂilthﬁimtﬂm
in the Rigveda to four sexs, as in IX.33.6, and to seismic distur
bances of great Intensity, as in Il.ra.z, which prove that those

17 b -
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hymms were copposed &t a time when (he Panjab was surrounded
Wy seas almeat on all sidgs, in Central Asia, Sind, Rajputans,
and tha Gangouic valley, and when the emth was still passing
Ahrough the Tertiory era. 1t B assuoed that the Punjsb had
beegiye long habitalile when the Cangetic valley was will 8 sea
‘Mow geologiyts mezume the existence of two seas wide by sl
the Gangetic tough and the Indus trough, which wire gradually.
filled iip Ly sliwvivm brooght by the Ganges and the Indm
-mpnmw.' As the slluvial deposit in the Punjabl  génerally
B of sumller thickness than in the Gangetic valley, 1t iy miggested
| thak the lormer wad alder than the lstter: Bug it inaleo fommd
that some parts of the Indus trough, as st Ludbianz, hzve "4
depths which s cowparable with, and possibly quite as groat =s
4 that of the much broader trough in the Gangetic wpion  1n
gther words, when the Gangotic region was & sea, the estern
Poujab 100 was o sem, and he Vedle Saptasindhmva (land ol
the ssven Tivers) was o monomer.  Secondly, it haw ot begn
mafenlatsd as to how much older even the western Funjal lamd
g ' than the Gangelic tegion, wliether the difference i upe
y between the two lands was sufficient {or the purpoee of the
Birth. of Jower mammalia and then of man (it 2 asuned by Dy,
Jhl that the Aryin wis sidochibonitzs in the Punjub), and of
lhl gradual evalution of man from his primitive condition nmided
_Hr any extemal influnnces 1o the civillzed state of the Vedic age,
te whether the Punjal land was oller than the Gangetic rogion
by 'hmﬁlth‘of thouwsnds of years. Thirdly, we Khow that
 the Gangetic 'sea had become land in Miocene times (Ency.
Bril. XIL p 736) So sccording 10 Dr. Dias’s  hypothesis, the
Vedic lymme referting to the four seas and the estern and

»
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westorn seas muit have been composed at least in Miocons
limen, if pot fn Oligocene and Eocene, or at foait two gillion
years ngo. Now it bs 1 marter of dispute among geologisty and'
anthropologists as 1o whether man livell in Mincene times (Reithy
The Antiquity of Mun). Even it we admit thit man existed
in Miocens Umes, it was not man as we gnlerstand hinr to bey
bt mun in the pmbryonie stage, ncawr Lo the ape than o
iadarn man, tx s proved by The himman bones = fm discoversd
of the pliooens and even carly  pleistocene perinds km
Professor Ruwt, the great champion of the thoory of extreme
fntiquity of man, hai to ascume that "Man war in 2 utate bl
stagnatiott throughout the ases which witnessed the rise and full
of whole ganers of other mamumals.® Under thes circinntinosy
Dr. [tas would have m belinve that In the Punfali the Vedie =
Aryans had passed throogh the palolithic amd neolithic sages,
znd wiere in the Iron age with % highly developed civilizziion:
even in the Miotsne period- Agin, we are naked to belisve 3
thit the Vedic Aryans were an ron-using people o fhe Punjaly 5
hundreds of thousanda of yesrs ugo, and though it is ndmitted
that they had grads relations with other pooples woar and lar, .
the wie of fon remained confined to them aod did cot spiesil
anywhere beyood their tand 8ll osly about sc0 B. c.ind;!q', 1
and about 1580 B C In Western Asia and Bgyph, though the
Raliylonisns and the Bgyptiass hai! already far ddvanssd In
cleitiantion, and theit ding classes, i we agree with Dz Das,
biadd besn colonists from Tndin.

.ltlfr. Dulpmﬁmmm:mdmw were
composed about 3583 B.C. (p 48), but seates that the exrip hymne
wore composed in Miocene Hmss. Inother worils, :hmwaf
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age coversd about » million years. It i2 of coume admitted
that the hymns were not composed at the same tms, and
that the- composition and collection must have taken rather 3
long time. Now how to measure that length of time 2 Compatent
mﬁnhnhrumamthu.mm:lmunthlt the Rigvedic aga
Larted Ionbwtsmym What i in hymns like Rig VIL g5 3
and X. 136, 5 which demonstrates their extrome antiquity ?
Are the thoughts very different, are the gods and goddesses
difftrent, iy the mode of prayer differont from those of the so-
called fater hymns like those composed in 4500 ﬂC..?Jlgl:m,
comparatively old as the hymns of the Rigveda may b-e, even
the earfisst hymns represent thoughts, manners and customs,
which are not so different from those of the Rrahmanic or
Epic period that we can sepamate them from the lstor
literatures even by thomsands, not 1o gay of hundreds of
thowiands of years. Further, whatever changes might take plice:
inth-hmungodunnglhn whole Rigvedic period, there am
no fundamental dlfferences observed berween the langusges of any
twn hymins and the whole literature inspite of stages of development
constitutes one type. Now this type is not so different froo the
old Persisn of the 6th or 7th confury B.C. and fram the classicd]
Sgoskrit literature of the 4th century B.C. that we can believe,
‘whatever allawances might be made for stagnation of language, that
the Rigyedic literature was distant from these literatures by even
three thousand yerss. So [rom (he linguistic and sociological
points of view the theory of Dr. Das seeu absurd (Winternits)

In order  prove his theory Dr. Das ks had recourse to afl
sarts ol ingenious explanstions about Dasas, Rakshas, Panis,
and the origine of western nations. One of the nrgumenis urged
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ggainat the Indian origin of the Aryan race is that in the Rigreda
we find 2 struggle going on between the Aryand and the Dasyus who
had strong cultural and physical differances, and that it is improbable
that two such distinet types of mon had been living and daveloping
in the samo land without intermingling. To this it is replied
by Dr. Das that the Dasyus and the Rakshss were not none
Aryans, but “either Arjan nomads in a savage condition, or
Aryandissanters from the orthodox Vedie (ith” The black akin
is explained away as being used in o spirdtual sense, noselessness
ot il-formed nose as indicative of imperfect speech, and so forth.
Now he admits that the Dasas and Rakshas bad different gods,
different religious rites, different dinlects, and different ways of
living from those of the Vedic kymn-makers, and seeks to explain
these radical differences by assuming that while one section of the
Aryan mes had been highly civillzed another section remained
still in a savage, nomadic state. We can realise the weight or
otherwise of this assumption ¥ w¢ recollect that the Vedic
Aryans had alrendy reached a high level of civillmtion in Miocens
times, and for hundreds of thousands of years bad been fight-
ing with their nomadic brethren without in any way improving
them, and that in & Gmited area like that of the Punjab, These
savage nomads then, it is said, were expelled from the country
and mingling with the Turanians in Central Asis went to sstife
in Europs. As the Aryan-speaking Europeans are known ta
have begn not ion-using when they went to setile there, sod
mal the absence of any common root for the word *ses® in their

‘langusges proves that thelr forefathers had no knowledge of sea,

I fs asmumed by Dr. Das that the nomadic Aryans in the Punjab
born of the same stock an the Vedic Aryand and in close contant
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tl’g_hﬂmfhrhund:m ol thomsands of years wera still ignomnt
of the use of metals, and, pommdic a9 they were, were Ignomnt
of the existence of sess which, it I stated, swrounded the
cotitry o four sides, The sssumptions and inforences ama
Tittle too bold o be accepted, To exphin away the Iranian
P . ‘tmdition of their origin in Alyans Vagjo Dr. Das aesumes (hat
* 25 the Tranidns had quarralled with the Tndinns they were reluctant
Mo point to Saptasindhu as their original home. But one wonld
lve been convinced if the nams of Saptasindhiu had been altoge-
ther omitted from the st of countries created by Ahuora Masds, )

l 4 But the mame standa there, and also the descriptian as to how '
P the dimate of the plice, which had been at first good, was

- S, 5
% D Das holds that the Decean peninsnla had been inhabited |

by the Dravidians from time immemorial, but that thers being no
land connection between the Punjab and the southern continent
they did not come into contact with the Aryans. But those sutho-
rities which he has quoted to prove the existence of Lhe Gangelic |
trough state that even when the Indus- trough  had not - been aledd
there was & tongue of solid land separating the (o seas,  Certainly |
this narrow strip of land had considerably widened, ¥ we inok o
the degith of alluvial deposit on and mear the Delhi Ridge, when
the Panjab became terra firma. How can he then assums he |
esistence of 3 ser emirdly cutting off the Vindhya region from '
the Ponjab ?

" Now let us examine the data which have led Dr. Das to these
astounding conclusions. The (it s that' in Rig VIL g5.# the

¢ Samswati i3 said 1o flow from the mountains into the mes. To

explain this one noed not go back to the time when Rajputans
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wasa sea. 10 might imply sither that the Ssraswatl met the Ind
and the united waters flowed into the sea or vhat the w
wat an indepandent rver Buwing itto the Arabisn Ses, Even au
lats 2 (e {60 Alusander 3 large part of Lower Sind was st
under watsr and the Indus delta wan  comiderably higher ap than
the present pdsition.  Soitl not difffieult to imagine that in Rig
Vedie times the Indus deita was stiill higher up and the Samswati o
was an independent tiver. In fact, the old bed of the Ssrmswsth
Sptle} (Halera) ean even now be seon Tor 8 connideratile lmgui'
through the Bhawalpur staze, which does not prove that “thed
dissppesrance of the Szrmswatl was synchronous with that of ‘the
Rajputana sea " *
T, Das lnys considemable sivess wpon ke reference Yo four At
seas, ab it Rig IX. 536 That the four sess gre more jmiginary -
than real is apparent from the fact that  unlike the rivern 2nd m;
monntaing the seas have got no names of their cwn in the Rigveda,
1 agree with Dr. D in hiolding thai the Aryans while in the
| Pitnjah were scquainred with e Arabian Ses. For one siling
sipon the vast expanss of the sea it 3 nol unnatimal o think il
amd wurrounding the land on all the four sides. What.
uver might hve bedh the cauwe, the Indisms of the Rpie period .
regarded the wiisld ak canaisting of sevan islands and seven com
| centric tings of weas, - Can any one at the present time try o Jocate e—
| thesoven sess surrotmding the seven islands relying opon the old
adition 7 The Rigvedie mantion of the four seas only shows the
origin of the latzr svd move developed Paussnic tradlion. The |
sight of sunrise and suniet from om board o ship by the hymn-
mukers, associated with the concepion of four seay surrounding the
tand, can well account for the deeription of the sun deeling In *

*

& d i

1]



!

136 . THE ARVANISATION OF INDIA
the esstefh and wstern dem, 23 in Rig X, 1365, Moreoves,

there ts ample: justification for modern scholars: saying that tha

wordSamudra (ses) in the Rigveds was often figuratively used to
rmean the vast, limitless expanse of the sky, and that Whe rofersnos
to eastern and western seas in connection with the ‘rising
and sotting of the sun was msed to mean nothing lat eastern
"and western sky.

"Another evidence of the antiquity of the Rigveda and the
Agysny of Sapta-Sindhu,” says Dr. Das, "ias the reference in somé
of the hymns to extensive selamic disturbances, causing upheavals
and depressions of land and frequent earthquakes of great inten
lhlitr." Ag for imtance, in Rig II. 17.5, "By his strength he
{ln;]n}lml'l.he wandering mountsing ; he ordained the down

¥ » ¢ ward course of the water” Evidently, as Dr, Das himseli admits,

o

-

Jhunn!uingmuunhlm here means clouds which wers at fivet
made motionless and then made to pour down waters. In Rig IL
12.2, "He who fixed firm the carth that staggered ; who made the
moving mountains test; who spread the spacious Grmament; who
comolidated the heaven; he, men, is Indm." Dr, Das forgels
that the meanings of many words changed from the Vedic o
the classical literature. He makes a muddle by translating
prabupiton parvalaw as angry mountsina, thereby thinking it
as referring to volcanic eruptions. T he had cared to comsult
Sayans and other commentators he would have found that pra-
dugifan menns here not angry bul moving from the original mean-
ing of the root Aug, to move. The aifusion s ns follown (cf. Maitr,
Sam, f.16.13)—"The mountains are the eldest children of Proja-

, patl  They had wings. They few about and descended whenever

they liked. The sarth thus tottered. Indra cut off their wings,

f
|
|
!
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and made fast tho earth hy meam of thom.® Thas by g0 _siretchy’
of imagination can any of the passages quoted be made tq, refer to
any "extetuive welmic distutbances,” charcteristic of the Tgtisty
/L S

'I'hnimmheddnm according 10 De, Das, is that as Indrs was
lmu of the oldest gods of the Argans, and as the grest cxploits of -
Indra are mid to have tiken place an the banks of the Saraswatiy *
that plice muit have bepn the primitive home of the Aryans. The
game argument with reapect to the old god Zeus - and his | residence |
anthe Olympus would lesd one to the conchumion that the Hh-
lsoes wore antochithonous in Greece  Besides, Indra i certainly
not one of the oldest goda of the Aryami o3 he <an ool Pn I:nmll'
beyond the Indo-Teanisn period, 3

Thie fifth evidence is “that the total absence of the mention b o
the Deluge in the Rigveda proves the pariod of the mmponﬁlin. 5
the: byune to be anterior 10 that event”, and the Deluge is said lo <
nothimg but the midng of the Rajpuians seabod by voleanic oxtion
and conseguient flooding of the Punjab.  Dr. Dz himselfadmits the »
wiakness ol arpinentom ex silentio. He sayy that ' the Athsres. ‘ -
woda Yia admittedly » later work than the Rigveds,” and alg agrees
with Tilak thal some of the I?g hymm wers compased abint
dsoa B.C.  So it [ollows from his own amgument ihay the
’ Deluge or the upheaval of the Rajputars ssbed which i nat
Y mentioned in the Rigveds but b in the Atharvaveds, ot have i

fzken - piace sometime afier 4300 B G WIMW? by
' Cannct & better esplamation be found for the sbeehes of
soforance to the Dieluge in the Rigeeda ? The mory of the
[etugn waz probably borrowed from fhe Dimvidiam, aod hence
s alnence bnthe Rigvedy (See ante pp. Bo-Ba).
18

r

)

-




i

-
'

138 THE ARVANISATION OF INDIA

Y The copious’ minfall in the Bunjab, which, as Dr, Dassays,
ia alluded fo in the Rigveda, was, according lo him, an evidence
of = very ancignt date of the Rigveda, when there were sexd on
all kides of the Punjab. But it is not pocessary téego back fo
prehistoric timss o explain more abundant rainfall in the Punjab.
When Alexander came, the Punjab as well as large pana of

! Beluchistan and Eastern Pasia had not become so dry and hot

(Vredenburg, Mem. Geo. Surv. Ind. XXXL pt z). There were
'nn ecuable climate and good forest ‘growths sustained by copious.
mwinfall. Without difficulty Alsmnder socceeded in building up
# lasge pavy out of the trees that grew on the banks of the
‘Hydaspes (Thelum), a thing which is impossible at the presens
time on account of the drier climate which provails. Then and
als at the time of Arab invasions thers was dense population in the
lower Punjb and Sind, which implics that the soil had not
"become so desertlike as it is at the present day.

Lamly, one of the evidences of the Indian origin of the Aryans
i “fhor the Somn sacrifice was admittedly the oldest sacrifice
amorg - the Aryam and the gemiine Soma plani grew powhere
else excepting the Himalaya and Saptasindhu First, the Soma
sicrifice was certainly not the oldest scrifice among the Aryamy,
as no such word or sacyifice can be fraced in the Egvopean

% lamgusges and mythologies, It belonged to Indo-Tranian period,

l;ul. not to Indo-European, Secondly, it i pot known that the
real plazd did hot grow anywhers else than the Himalagus amd
Ssprafindhuy. It I8 certiin that the plant grew best incold
‘rqimt like the Himalayas, and did not grow as well when the
Aryam attemped 8 grow it on the banks of the Indus and tie
Sarsswati.  Hence a rogular trade had to be camed on

L] . L
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It Soms ‘plant from the Himalsyas, and cufloulyy the tade .

_ wan in the hands of the barbanans In other words, instesd
of praving the Punjal otigin of the Asyans, the Soma seferonces,
il thoy prove anything, only prove the conlrary, ab oertainly -
the custom of Soma sacrifice could not oviginate in & country. *
wlier ie plant did not grow do well, and aa the place whare §t
grew well was inbabited not by Aryany but by barbanans, Do they
not fit in more propesly with the theory that the Aryans otiginally
lived in @ cold countey where Soma was an indigenous plant, and:

" itmt when they came to the Punfab they could grow only plants "
of an infatior quality on the hotter Punjab soil, snd had to depenil
for guod quality upon the Himalayan products, which were  beyond
their reach, but which wese brought down fo them by the
barburous hittmen ¢ *

-



APPENDIX 11

"Mr. B E. Pargiter relying on Pauranic traditions has propoumdid
i his lemrnad book Anvient Indian Histarical Tradition three start-

'Hr_rgtbhndu which tend to upset all the theoties and infgrences

of the Vedic scholars, and which, if proved, would compel 3
complete rewriting of the ancient Indizn bistery, His firal theory
"I that the word Alls, the patronymic of Purumvas, iv the mme
az the word Arfa or Aryan and that the history of the growth
of the Alln fzmily |5 that of the expansion of the Indo-Aryan
taem, Now the first thing which passes beyond our comprehonion
is that while the Vedic rishis always distimguiched themsclves

/a5 Aras why Portiravas i ealled the Afls (Rig Xi g5} and

niot Arya. The word Ails i3 never used =ither inthe ng'ro&l
or in later literattme as denotimg & mace as the word Arys did
A midre Yemonable explanation of the word can be  obtaived
fitom the siory-of the Deluge in the Satapatha Brahthana, whese
fha, from whom the Aila or Lunar femily is derived, personifies,
28 the mame (denotes, the sacrificisl offering made by Manu.
Secondly, we cannot agree with his wiews that the Alles or
Aryane entersd India theough the mid-Himalayan reglon and
at fisst establishod themselves in Pratisthans, pear Alahabad, |
from whence they gradually spread towards the north-west and
evintually to Persis and Mesopotawmia,  There cannot be 2y
quieation sbout the tribal immigetion of the Aryans into India
which was poworful enoogh to Influence not only the languages
of the country but also (0 & great extent the ethnical typss Now
¢ o was if powsible for m Bumerous commuiity Lo cowe (o India
L L] -
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by weny of tli lnid-ﬂ'.unlilfu? The pirl.bﬂ.f ditbeiles - nre
insupemmble, - Again, why shoul! the Asyacs, when they cams,
chooss to ettle not b the upper Gangutic valley, lnd traversing
a long way and rounding s lurge part of the soedlled nosArynn
Kingtom of Ajpdhya or Oudl altimately settled near Allahmbad ?
T@wﬁy.hhm‘mfd‘m Me. Pargiter that in (b tiwe of i
Rigveda the Aryamm had already epread over the greater portof
Northatn Indis.  'The ohlef difficolty in sccepting (his b thit
the geography ol the Ripveids v coifined only to the  mihe
westorn: paria of Indine Mr Pargiter would oot - sccept m
srgumentnm és sllanti; and cites the lnuunce of the lacysh
b “which codld not bave lesn unknown to the Indo-Avyans
but which & mtgmentioned in tha Rigveds, Thongh thotren
b 18 pot wentioned by name In the Rigveds, HTsppears to hm”
been Kncwt as its characiorstics ame  recogniwed.  The | shdes

freo Asttha occuns dn e Bigveda (Vedic Indis)l The smlogy ' >

Swould have Leen convinging Il there had beet any lymn i {ho
Rigveda addressed to the princips! tregs, and the hampen, mot
included Im the lst. But st 3 pot the case. Whils |hore aré
u‘;ﬁ:h] wadistutin ar hymns addressod o nvm.uhm
that the mmes of no rver beyond ihe Gangss are mremtioned
Agit, while very small rivers of the Putijab are rupentediy *

| tuentiongd the river Ganges, on which, acconiing ta Mz, I'm
the Atyane were Gt setihed, b direcily sientioned anly gnoe
mmmmlmmmhqm the
hnmhdbunﬂdﬂmlhnﬁwmm“m
(he king Bhagicatls with whorm the mime ind sacednss of e

M.ﬁmmﬂmml’mql- mmmm

would nd;m_-ﬁ Tespect h‘h:mrhﬂa#ﬂmlﬂh',

-
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142 CTHE ARYANISATION OF INDIA

which id #aid to be far away. from the scens of Vedic life, s ropeat-
adly nddressed to with feverence, While even such & soll river
28 Sumsty or Swat or a remote district like Gandhara does not

eseupe notice, it i strange that such large rivers as Necbudda
and Ch&mbal, such a large mwuntain a3 the VindBya, and the

howes of the famous Haihayas, who, it is said, had establihed
their greatness before the Rigyedic time, and who were melated
1o the Pauravas and conmected with the hymp-making Bhargawi
family, are not mentioned at all. The argumentuin ox silentio
earnol be easily disposed of 1o this case.

One of the chiel arguments of Mr, Pargiter againal the theory
of tlre advance of the Inido-Aryans from the northavest is that %o

it of rivers in Rigveda X, 75 s in regular ordeg from the east to

the orthavest—ilon the onler of entrance from the porth-west, but
Mo teverse There s nothing strange in it if we remnember that
maat of the hymns were composed on the castern side of the river

-Saraswati, and that, therefore, the hymn-maker commences from

the easternmost linit and tmverses Towards the known notth-west,
“8foreover,” says Mr. Pargiter, “these concluslons are entirely

suppotted by the evidence of language, as setout by SirG.

Grierson.” How? Mr. Pangter makes the Kuru-Fanchalas or the

" Inbabitants of the Middle Country, the Yadus of Western Indis

ani the Deccan, and the Anws of Bengal and the Punjab related
tuummmhw, all being of the stock of Pumuravas, In other
wurids; be goes entirely against the, conclusions of  Grierson abaut
ilie fundamental difierence between the Midland Indo-Aryan lan-
guage occupying the Gamgene Doab and the band of Outer lan-
gaages.occiipying Kashmir, tha Punjab, Sind, the Marsths couhtry,

‘Qrissa, Behus, Bengal and Asesas, :

L]
-
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Mr. Pargiter’s second theory is that #he Vedie hymm were
compased long alter the Aryame had entaldfshed themselves over
the greater part of Tidia, and that Sulas of Rigredic fume wis &
king of Nerth Panchals, who lived posterior to' most of the kings
of Paurenicfamy, as Bharata Daushyanti, Harischandrag Sapara,
Raghu, Dasaraiba, Rams, Kattavirra Arjuna, Pratardins, ete
Now, it hax been shown in the prévions pamgraphs that the Vadic
hymny of which Sudas b 8 hero eould not have been composed
when the Indo-Aryans had advanced beyond the Ganges and the
Vindhynre, and hience the Vedic Sudas could not have been  podt-
etioe Lo Meings Tke Sagara, Arjuns and Kams whose ssplolis sre
mmtly associated in the Poxanas with Oudh, Maiwa and the

Decean, . Secondly, the Vedic Sudas b distinetly called the son of

Pijuvans, while the father of the Pauramc Sudis W Chyawoas
Panchajana. Mt, Paggiter mys, “Panchajpma sppears lobe a
mistake for the Vedic Pijavana." How can we balieve it to'lie'a
mistake when we know that Pijavuna as the falther of the Vedic
Guday s known to Yaska, the Malublsrsts, and even Mams
Evidently, the Puraras speak of a different Sudas whe i the son
of Chyawana. Thirdly, the numes of sbout & score of tribis, both
impartant and animportant, are mentioned in the Rigvedn ln cone
nection with Sadas as frionds and Joes, including the Turvashas
whe, according to Mr. Pargites, hail Jong cessed to exit. Had
he beon the gae as the Pasranic Sudas, on no aceoant coald) thi

namen of the kshakos, the Videhgs, the Satvtas, the Bhojs, the
Tuost lnpostant of the wibes of the tme, Gl to be  prominsnily
mnfioned. ' Of coune the Yadus nre mentoned, bt the  Panzamic

¥adds had been splis ap into s0. smapy branches and covered o
‘exlensive an ares from thie Godayoery, to the Jumna thal thoy el
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not be the same as the Rigyedic Vadus, just as the word Teiton
ot wed today to denote any political power, sich us the
Baglish, the Austrinn, the Dana, each of which poss=sse 2 separate
eatity of it owm., Fram all these it is clear that the’ Pasiunic

' Goilas i differont person from the Vedic Sudia Wlr. Pargiter

hiwell warns us against hasty conclmions drwn from  Samemess
of maree. “Sameness ol mania wis wellknawn among kings and
priness, foritls expresly doclired that fhere were @ hundred
Yrasvindhyas,  Nagas, Haihayos, Dhritarnstras,  Brahoadatiss
Paulas; Svetns, Rasls sl Kusas, sighty Janumejayas, & (housatl
Sgnebrindinl and two hundred Bhiimas and Bhimaz; also that theme
wom bwo Ralz, one king of Ajodhya and the othet the hero ir’-
Story of Nala, 5o there were (wo (unous Arjunas, Karisvie
and Tandiva, and u third in Kigveds L 222, 5. The genealogical
fiwte tn chmpler. XI1 show that other names were ot URCOMINON,
such s Divodast, Simjaya  and Sahadeva; ondl the  number

of dupliestes fx very lage” (Ane. End. Hist Tr p. o)

Azuin, hé pomts out that “thero were - thius 1wo Purnkuteas with
soms manied Trasadasyw,  Those of Ajodhya were wellknown, @3

‘ever'fhe Satapaths Brahmana shows.  Those in the Rigveda were

apparently Purn kinge and probably belonged to seme minor df-
pasty (escendded frnn Blizat." So why should we be led to lgibeve
in the identity of the Vedic and Pauranie Sudasen simply becaase

both had os their ancestors, though ool immediate, Vadbryaet

noad Divoras ? The names of Mudgals and Selnjaya umum |

Mhmﬁmhmﬁqm prove that they were
by relationship with Sudse Sauumdlumdtmmﬁ:

identity of the two Suduses on these slondor basks, espocially when
Ahers are very strang arguments © the contrury. Itwﬂﬂh'ﬂ |

b
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easicr to hold that the Sudas dynasty of the Rigveds wne remene
bored In later times, mnd that some kings of the Notth Panchals
dynasty adopred the welkknown names of the Vedic dynasty, snd
that later writers sometimes sttributed to the Panchala dynasty
some of the fcty reliting to the Vedic dynisty, 42 they did with
regard to Paijavans Saudasa and  Kalmasspada Saudasa (Ibid, p
sos)

Simflarfy, there 8 oo harm in believing that kings like
Pymugvas, Bhamta, Nabusha, Mandbatri, Ajamdidhs, eic,
mentionsd in (he Rigwéla might have besn historieal persons,
Bt we eanno! mesociate them with the localiies and dynssties

are asiigned to them in the Puranas.  If they exdated, they
orisd have reigned somuewhese in o the Ponjab and in the eady
VYodic or pre-Vedic period. Either thers were kings in the
wollknown dynasties whoa bore these names and were canfused
by later writers with the earier ones, or these dames which had
bocome legendary in later times were put in the gencalogies 1o
addl to the glories of the dynasties by conneciimg them with
those famous heroes, as waz olten dane in mote modern genealogies,
“How thone pedigress have been dlaborated, éven,at a
comparativdy late date, by court poets who sought to magnify the
the ancient lineage of thelr lord, may sometimes be seen at o
ghance.  For essmple, in the genmlogy of the Thabakis of Komls
the immodiate predecessors of ['rasemajity the contemporary of
Haddhs, are Sakya, Suddbodara, Siddbartha, and Rahuls, That
B 1o say, the eponymots ero of Budda's clan, Buddha's fathes,
Huddha himsell, and his son have wll been incorporated. ju
the dypastic list of thie kings of Kosle® (Cam. Ind Hist. Lpye6).
Even in historical times we find, for innancs, one Vikmmaditys

L
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sppropristing the storigs u{.wmi.i kings of difgrent times'
Moreover, Bloomfiehd in bis Rigveda Repeticions (p.G34) wasns
us mgainet putting absolute tnst on tater traditions, 2s embodied
tn books lke Anukremamke, assigning such and soch hymnto)
suchi :a:i such perton, unless corrohiomated by internal evidences.
in the other hiand, the Povranic kingd cannot all Le ealled
mythical, the descriptions reganding some of them ot lesst hepng
sarealistic inspite of exagmemiions,

One thing sirikes me on important. 0t i sbout & century
aler the Kurnksheotta was that the “gmat” and 3l traditions are
dladed and the “lutare” begun, 1 agree with Mr. Pargiter (hat at
that tme the old maditions were collated and pur in & définite l'qp.
Formatly, perhaps, the traditions temmined scattered in different
foru in the mouthy of tho Sutas of bands, and a4 the syatem ol
writing was not in use, the goncalogies ofizn got confused, espesially
with lmrt!' 10 the distant past, and weére sometimes spurions, We
may believe that when the collection took place evary effort wis
maide: to critically emmine the existing taditions.  But still 4 good
deal of confused and false matters escaped detection and wess
pmbadied in  the collection. This caolleetion then heeame
sterpotyped, and was the principal source of later Epie and
Pauranie tralditions. The false matterss, along with the genaine,
thes obtained wide cmrency, and canpot be mgarded s oue
becae of repelitiam in dilforent books, which are all inberiies
of the sae stock

‘I‘I:u:l:m!ﬂmwd Alr, Phﬂ:ﬂnihuthuihhhﬂ*.
JAjoithya were 2 mon-Aryan people and that Bohminsm was fint
an imstitution of the nan-Aryans, which mujupinlmdmuﬁ-:.
gﬂhthuﬁrm Thwihiwrh_lmp;nﬂalﬁuulhl vory face of
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il As regands the Thalinkus, what do'the ‘bhilologhits, ethnolegiste
and tradition smy 7 Acconding to Sir G, Grierson, the pﬁp’ll af
Ajodbya staml nearer in relation 10 the pesple of the Gangetic
Doub, who, according to Mr.  Pargiter, are descended af tse P
Aild winck, than the people of Behar, Bergal, Berar, the \Punjaby
who mre said to be descendunts of the family of Purursvas,
Accortling to Siv H. Bluley, the people of Ajodhya betray less
not-Aryan characteristics than the peopls of esstern and southers.
provinces, This i the more wnkmng 23, according to kl..t
Purgiter, the kingdom of Ajodhys was mever subjugated by the
Ailas, and remined its greatness till the thme of Ajatassiry anid
Gautama Buddha, and cven then the conquest was made not by
the pure Aryans of the Gangetic Daals but by the mized  Aryass
of Magedhs. What does tmdition say about the Thehakus?:
Thoughy, Ms, Pagiter Is soch 2 vigorons champiots of teadiion
and’ seeki to bulld up his theory on teadition, o diptotes all
taditions, Bmbhiin and Kahatiiys, a8 regards the ocigin of the
Tobekis  First, almost all traditions agree in making Ikabaku s
son, and Pururnvas & graadson of Many, thus moking  fhem
meliled to ench other, The only pessage in the Rigveda where
the word Thkshaks occurs indieates the relationship of  Deshakn
with the Pore.  §f we are o, reject the  comman dﬂ_ﬁm of the
Teshakus and the Pumus froas Manu, how can we acespt the
common deseent of Piry, Yudy, Tervasha, Ani 20d Drubyo from
Yajuti, who is a5 mythical o as historicsl as Vaiveswats Manu 2
Again, though tradition calls such Aryan kings as Madhy, Kamss,
]m. etc. Danaras or mor-Aryans, how many of the
Tkshaku kings are called by such names 2 In the Rigveds we find

‘mention of many Dasyo kings and tribes, but it b sarprising that

-
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thete. should be: no mentionsof the Tkshakus in that connsction, | 1
though hundreds of hymns wers conyposed by the Vosisthas, whio,
according 1o Me. Pargiter, had been connected with tham from
the beginmng.

Mr. Pargiter seems to think that ¥ vast mas of Pauranic
'Iu&llliunuhldwptb"’ndl: histary, and that the Rigveda is =
comparatively recent composition which contdins many nomAryan:
idess and institutions and even hymns disguised in Aryan gaty
“Thi faet that those eartiest Manva (non-Aryan) hymins sppeat
now in Samskeit does not disprove their non-Alla  origin, for
they wauld maturally: have heen Samkritized In course of timey
sa has been noticed nbove with regard to non-Aryan  names’

" fpe 333) Here, too, Mr, Pargiter ignores the almost unanimous
tradition that the Rigvedic hymns were among the earlisst

= creations of Brahma With the cxception of a fow possibly later
by, it = admitted by Euwropean scholars ax well as Indian

tmdition that the bymns in general are of extreme antiquity; ¥

far as Iodia in concerned, much earlier in point of time than the

socalled Tresa age from which time the traditional history

begins. Even the solitary sttement in the Purams {(Vayu 57

g9l ; Bobmanda Il.29.45: Matsya 147, 4of) quoted by Mr.

Pargiter to show that the Rigveda was not one of the earfiest
creations, more disproves than proves his conclusions, For i

is said thers that the mantras ar hymns were put together (not
composed) at the beginning of the Treta age. Hin attempts fo

prove the comparitively recent age of the Rigveda mostly tom

an the question of the ientity of the Rigvedic Sudas and the

‘ mmmwamwummm_
1o him in the geneslopal tables. Unfortunately, when the jee

l- -



»  mises are morn than dotbifal the continsions mannol be accepred
54 true.

When it s stnted that the Indo-Aryans recoved the Brbhmimeal
Ingtitution end even hymes from the conguerad poo-Aryams, it B
assumed that they adoprdd the principsl religious rites also. Ty ds
timprobmble (hat the. Aryans telained their own meligloms mies,
but uelecind non-Aryan prissts, and ool only entrusted (hem with
the camtody of their religion but madé them the highest class in
society, So if they selectad thals priests from smong non-Arysns i
sunt be that they hod accapted the eresd of those people, tha proper
[ractices of which were fittle known to them and which, therefore,
necessitated the services of non-Aryan priests, For tie Tndo-Aryans
0 bave received their creed and priesthood from the canquered
pot-Aryans & by itself 1o big an assumption, especially when it s
known that the Indoe-Aryan tongue and social imstitations practically
onsted the non-Aryan in Northern Indin.  Moreover, i the oo
Arpans haad barrowed the Brahminicl creed feom the non-Aryans
the religiogs litemtore of the Indo-Aryans likeshe Vedan and’ thu
Bralunanas must have contained & large percentage of non-Aren
words und phrases, The Europeans in accepting Chratinnity have
absorbed a large pumber of Hebrew words in their Hteraiuns.
Similarly, the Dravidians in Southern Inidia have with the religion
borrowed & good many words of the Aryan language, The
Mahomedans in India und elsewhere use good many Arable wordh.
But it"is strangs that, though the Brahminical institution i =id to.
Die a borrowed ane and many of the hymns to bave been composed
by non-Aryan pricsts, there are wo fow hoo-Aryan wonds even
in the earliest Sanekvitized Brabuwinical lterature, the Vodas
Further, s tie religion of the Rigreda so fundamestally diffarent
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from that of the Indo-Europeans, both in ideas and wythologes ?
Whichh part of the Vedie religion can be called foreign to Aryan
genius 7 Again, - i the conquerers had adopted the creed of the
cgniuoted, why are the latter called in the Rigveda *devold ol
rolizian,” “without religion,” “ansscrificidp.” and “podiess™? The
Vasisthas are regarded by Mr. Pargiter as the nom-Aryan primls
o the lkshaku kings, who joined the Allas when the latler lad
eatijiiered the greater part of Northern Indis. “In facs, n the
Ganges-Jumna doab, the region specially occupied by the Ailas, it
it not tmtil Dusyspta’s and Dhamta’s period that any brahman
becams connected with them as priests” (p 310} And the
Vasistha fEmily for the fimt time cume into conneedon with the
Allzs in the e of Paijavaps Sudas (p. 2o7). Now letussen
whit we can learn about these Vasisthas from the Rigveda itsolf
Praciically the whola of the VIIih book of the Rigvedu ia the
enmpasition of the Vasisthas Though they e said to have
been conneccted with the Ikshako family from the esrliest tines,
B i not surprining (bt in the whole book there iy oot a single
mention of the Tkhakus? Again, # there can be traced any
difforence us 0 cneed betwesn tbe so-called noneAryan Vasistha
anil Asyan Viswamitra of the time, it s that Vasistha I 8 apocial
wonshippir of Varuna (Rig VIL 88), who is called his father (Rig
VIL 33.11), and Viswamitra of Agni, to whom alone about hall
the number of hymns compesed by the Viswamitra lamily are
alldressed. Now if there be any god besides Dyaus in the Vedic
mythology who r=n tialm to belong to the Indo-European period,
Le hefore the separation of the European andl Indian branched
of the Aryan family, ¢ is undbubtedly Varuna: Then  though
© himsell & pon-Aryan, Vasisths utters bitterest Imprecstions qthlt

4
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., he Rakshas, a name which, as Mr. Pargiter knows, was given

liy the Tndo-Aryans to non-Aryam (. 290) anll evil spirits, He
invokes Indm and Varang 1o kill the Dasz enemies of Sudas, More
over, in the hundreds of hymns addeessed by the Vislaha Tamily,
how many wonds and ideas are there which exn be teaead 1o no-
Aryan sourcss ¢ On the contrary, scholars fike Max Muller regard
Vanintha as “the very type of the Arian Beahmin® :
It hos Lern shown that at one tme the Dandians formed the
main population of Northern Indis bhefore the coming of thm
Aryana.  Ilthat be so, the non-Aryan Thshokus sl have leen
vither Dravidiamy or Mongolians, who might have shared lands
wilh the Dravidians. Now we know that Bmbminism & wot an
[uililnnm indtitution among either of these mees, ne can b sl
from the existing Institutions of the survivors in the north and
south, or oubside India. Of ecoume, there weee medicine men
anong all ssvage races, but there was no Bmhmin caste;, T0ths
Brahminical inwiitation had been a pre-Aryan one in lodia we
must expect to find its survival, even in a corrupt forn:, smong one
or other of the variows non-Aryan taces of Indis. Hur unfortunate
Iy there ks nothing of the sort, no Brahminical hierarchy, no Bah-
winical yajma or sacrifice, On the contrary, we find that the chief
mnemies of the Brahmimical institutions were the Dasues or Dasyus of
ihe Rigveda and Rakshams of the Ramayana and the Pumanas,
The ehisl argiment of Mr. Pargiter is that the esrlics: Brahmin
famifies wers all attached to non-Aryan courts, as the Vasiathas in
Alosllipn, Cliyavanas in the Saryats country, the UsiossSoks st
the raitya court, the Agastyas in the Deccin, and that the  exrlios:
Alls kitgs bad no priests, and wene rather antagonistic to the
Beabmina (o, 304-308) The fint part of hiv agunient stands

e
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‘anly on the supposition that lhenﬂmhuuﬁmcmmtumnﬁf .

Arynns, which has been proved (o bo untedable.  The second part
I hased nn the teaditional lst of kings who were enonties of, amd
were destroyed by, Brahmins.  In this list are to be [onnd Pume
savas and Nahosha, the first and third king of the Aila dynasty,
Rut are they the only kings who were the coomies of the Brahmim?
14 the list of such bad kings as given in Manu (VIL 41) we do. not

" come actoss the name of Pururavas, but wefind the nmmes of

Vern and Nini along with Nahusha, Vena was of the mee of
Atri (Harimraa, V.), and Nimi wai a son of Ikahakn, e both
of them were, according to the classification of Mr. Pargiter, non-
Aryan. Another name is that of Sudas, who s called in Manu
the son of Pijavana, but who i1 really Kalmasapada Saudse, sn
[kshaky King, who destroyed the sons of the priest Vasistha, Thus
it is setn that enmities with Brahmins were not a monopoly of the
Aila kings. Again, the Viswauiteas aro beld to be of the Aila race.
How i it that lang before the Aila kings came intd ennnectian
with Brahmin priests, which is stated to be i the fime of Dusyants,
& scion of the Aila famity had become so Brahminised that be exer
cised oqual influence with their hereditary priests, the Vassihas,
ab the Tkshaks eourts of Trisanks and Harischandrs #
1 fully believe that Hinduism owes a large part of is substance
to Deavidisn influences, and it Is difficult to say whether in 1
modern form it B more Dravidian than Aryan. | can concede
that some of the provailing cults, of Phallie Siva, Badha-Enshos,
Ganesha, Nagn, etc, betmy strong Dravidian chameteristics. Huft g
tegards the Vedic religion one cannot believe that it v a  Dravidian
ereed, only modified by Aryan influences. Rather, the Vedic
institutions are Aryan in the man foundation, but absoching more
and more Dravidian Mess and practices as the Aryans advance
‘more into the interior of the country. Tt is Tikely that in the
tramsformation of the Vedic religion into modern Hinduam the
original Aryan busis has een kargely butied under non-Aryan
but that is a different topic and has nothing to do
will My, Pargiter's hypotbesis of the Dravidian osigin of Vidic
Brahminisnt,
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Dr. L. D. Barnett, Briiish Museun, Fnglami—

#Jt seems to me 4 thoughtful and sensible suryey of
the facts, and on severl important points T am pleased to find
that your views agree with mine.” (5.10.1925). '

Prof. A. B Keith, Edintmgh University, Seotland—"14
H decllally mivantageous to- have a statement of the Issoes
regariling the Aryan invasion set forth clearly and effec:
tively, and Tam ghul to note that you have crercise] m sober
and independent judgment on the various issues.  While
thetheariesof Dir. Das and Mr, Pargiles are dodbtless utaceep-
wable, it s interesting to have their defects egpased in your
Appendices, because statements left unmontradicied are apt
to mislesd those who mre pot expert al the outser of then
siudics and to lead them into false paths of investigation.”
{2 10, 1923} ]

Prof. J. Jolly, Warztiurg University, Ciermany—""¥our
valuable work on the Arvauisation of Indiafias been duly
received and it seems o be very useful, as 11 comainz 8
critical examination of all the varous thieorirs toncerning
the mmigration of the Aryans into India.  The natue of’
Aryan colonsation am! of the Dravidisn element ol {ndian
cilture has been carefully analysed The political history
of the cogniry bas been traced back to the! :
covered by your researches ax contained in this volume.”
(6, ro. 1523),

Prof. M. Winternitz, Prague University, Crechoslovakius—

o] am greatly obliged to you for your kindness in sending
me yowr interesting book on the Arysnisation of India 1
agree with you on most points, especially in your eriticidine ol
Dr. Das's Rigvedic India and of M. Pargiter's theoties in the
Appendix.  OFf course, there & still  much in these qurstiong
that piust remiin doubtfal” (a0l 1e. 1g23)

Prof. M. Bloomfield, Johns Hopkins University, US.A-
—"Fins book."
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