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THE GREAT PROPHET

CHAPTER I
Tae Lawp or His BIRTH

Thera are, more or less, 400,000,000
Musalmans in the world,. Yoo meet with
them almost everywhere, in all countries.
The whole of North Africa, from the Hed
Sea to the Atlantic Ocean down to the
equator, is Muslim, and they are spreading
fast beyond the egquator. There are large
colonies of them in Fast and South Africa.
The countries of Middle and Western Asia,
namely, Turkistan, Afghanistan, Persia, Meso-
potamis, Tarkey, Syria, Palestine and Arabia
are also all Muslim, except for small Christian
populations in Armenia, Syria and Palestine
and & still smaller population of the Jews in
the last-named country. Turkey in Enrope,
onpe a vast territory but now reduced to very

w limits, is entirely Muslim. Ont of every
three persons in Jugoslavia one is a Musalman

the small kingdom of Albania on the




2 THE GREAT PROPHET

shores of the Adriatic isa Muoslim kingdom,
Thers are also Muslims in Bulgaria and Bua.
mania, There are several thousands of them
in Poland, while in Russia their numbers are
very large. Thero are forty million Muslims
in China, about fifty millions in the Maloy
Archipelago, eighty millions in Indin and con-
siderable numbers of them in Tibet, Coylon,
Philippines and other islands of the Pacilio
Ocean. There are colonies of Muslims in
Garmany, England, France, the U. 8. A. and
in cities of Central and Southern America,
while there are thousands of them living in
the British and Duteh West Indies,

Thesa four hundred million Muslims be-
long to all races and all nations—white, black,
brown and yellow. There are among thom
Arabs, Torks, Persians, Afghans, Aryans,
Tibetans, Chinese, Russians, Poles, Germans,
English, French, Negroes and men of many
other races. But though they live in different
countries, belong to differont races and spealk
different languages, they all belong to one
brotherhood, becanse they all believe in one
religion—Islam. They believe that there is
but One God, Who is the Lord of the whole
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mniverse, of this world, of the stars and
planets that we see above us and of the worlds
bayond, which we do not see; Who is the Lord
of all the pooples and in Whose sight all are
equal., They also believe that Mohammad,
the Holy Founder of Islam (may peace aud tho
blessings of Allah be upon him), was the last
Messangar of God on earth.

Mohammad was the most perfect man
that ever lived. Born an orphan, he beeame
a mighty king, but lived a poor and humble
man to the day of his death. He had deep
sympathies with his fellow men and he served
them with a selfless love, His heart was full
of mercy and compassion for the poor
and the suffering. The orphans and the
widows were his special care. His life was
the purest and his morals the highest think-
able. He taught noble truths, taught things
which 1o one ever knew before and “he spent
his life, his onergies and all he possessed in
the serviee of his follow men, His character
was most beautiful and his natore the most
lovable. His people loved him for his great
virtues, They were devoted to him body and
goul and they sacrificed their all for his sake.
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His followers love him to this day with a
greater love than they have for anybody else.
Indeed, no man has been ever so loved as
the Hely Prophet Muhammad has boen by his
followers, and it is the love of him that binds
all these four hundred million pooples of
different races and countries into one vast
brotherhood.

This then is Islam, the religion taught
by the Gtreat Prophet, that we should believe
in only One God Who is the Lord equally of
the white man as of the black man, that we
should pray to Him alone and look upon all men
as our equals and brothers, that we should love
them anpd serve them as we serve our own
kith and kin and that we should love Muham-
mad who taught us these things and try to
walk in his footsteps and follow his example
in all things. Without love of Muhammad no
man may call himself a Muslim, Peace and
the blessings of Allah be upon him |

All Muslims say their prayers in the same
language, Arabic, and wherever they may ba,
East, West, North or South, they turn their
faces towards Mecea, when they say their
prayera, In Mecea is 8 great mosque, which

PO g
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is called the Kaaba; it is the centre of the
Muslim world and it is towards this cenfre
that they turn their faces in prayer. Every
year, thousands upon thousands of Muslims
from all over the world gather in Mecca to
perform their pilgrimage which is called Hajj.
Meocs is saored to lslam becauvse of the
central mosgue of Koaba. The Holy Prophet
was born in this city and here he spent the
first fifty throe years of his life.

Ten days’ journey by camel-ride from
Mocea towards the north is the other sacred
ity of Islam. It is called Medina., The Pro-
phet spent the last ten years of hislife in this
gity. Here he died and here stands his green-
domed tomb. Medina was formerly called
Vasrib. When the Holy Prophet came to
live here, they began to call it Medina-tun-
Nabi or * the City of the Prophet’, and by and
by it came to be called simply Medina. After
performing the Hajj ceremony at Mecea, the
pilgrims visit Medina before they retum to
their own countries.

Meeccn is the principal town of Arabia.
Arabia is situated in the south-western corner
of Asia, It is surrounded on three sides by



G THE GREAT PROPHET

water, by the Red Sea in the west, by the
FParsian Gulf and the Arabian Sea in the east
and by the Indian Ocean in tho south, whera
it is separated from Afriea by a nnrrow neck
of water called the Strait of DBabeul-Manduh,
It is bounded on the north-east by Mesopota.
mia and on the north-west by I’ulestine,
Syria and the Sinai Peninsnla, while dircct
in the north lies the Syrian Desert,

This huge Peninsuls is 1,600 miles long
and 800 miles wide. But itis a vory poor
country. Most of it is covered with sandy
deserts and bare granite rocks, and there is
not one river in the whole country,

Along the eastern coast there are ouly
three small tracts fit for - habitation, namaoly,
Bahrain, Owan and Masgat. Beyoud them
ia desert waste. The hill country of Hazra-
maut in the south has many fertile valloys,
where plentiful crops are raised of wheat,
corn and other food grains. Towards the
east of Hazramant is the land of Mahra, which
is kmown for its spocial bresd of dromedaries
called Mol

‘West of Hagramaut, in the south-western
corner of Arabia liss the rich country of
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Yemen, This is the most fertile tract in
the whola of Arabia. There is plenty of water
and the climate is mild, Beside abundant
food grains, the date palm, grapes and spices
of many kinds are grown here in large qoan-
tities. Mocha, from where comes the world's
best coffee, is sitnated in Yemen, Yemen wus
very famous in aucient times for its produce,
ocepecially for its spices, and the Romans called
it Arabin Feliz or Araby the Dlessed. The
name ‘Yemen' also meant originally the same
thing.

Extending towards the north from Yemen
is the province of Asir, Itis also a very rich
country and is the seat of the ancient king-
dom of Saba. The famous Queen of Sheba,
who visited the court of Solomon, is sald to
have been a ruler of this kingdom.

North of Hagramaut, east of Asir and
west of Masgat and Oman is situated a vast
gen of sand, which covers nearly one-fourth of
the entire area of Arabia. Itis called Roba
wl-Khali or the Empty Quarter. As far as the
eye can see, there is nothing bubsand and sand
and again sand, whose dagzling whiteness in
the mid-day sun is blinding to the eye. Not
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MAP OF ARABIA.

e
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a blade of grass grows init. No man had ever
dared to go into this desert, until in Febroary
of thia year an Englishman, Mr. Thomas by
name, succeeded in crossing it, perhaps for
the first time in the world’s history. He found
in it o small lake, bub its water was unfit for
drinking.

In the north of this sandy wastelies Nejd,
the heart of Arabia and the beloved home of
the Beduins. The southern provinee of Nejd,
called al-Yamama, is a very fertile valley
and large quantities of wheat and dates are
grown in it. North and east of Nejd extends
another desert called the Nufood. When tha
rains fall, its fine red sand is covered with
green grass and luxurious pastores. It is the
home of the world's fastest camela. Between
the Nufood and the Syrian Desert on the north
rises Mount Shammar. Locked up between
its offshoots lie many fertile valleys. They
prodnes the best wheat, prettiest maids and
noblest houses.

Betwesn Nejd and Nufood on the east,
Asir on the south and the Red Sea on the
west lies the province of Hijaz. Itis the birth-
place and cradle of Islam and the holiest cities

-
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of Islam, Mecca and Medina, are situated
in this province. It is with Hijz that wo
are mainly eoncarned in this book., Tha pro-
vinee consists of two purts.  The narrow sbrip
of fiat sandy country called the Tihami runs
almost the whole length of the Red Son. 1t
is nowhere more than thirty miles wide. Tho
Hijaz propor consista of & donble rango of hills
called the Jabalus-Sirat which runs in two
parallel chains from Syria to Yemen. Thia
series of dark and frowning hills is bare and
barren and supports no vegetation. DBub the
hills are not continuous, They are broken in
several places aud enclose between them somn
of the richest valleys of Arabia, Among the
more famous of these valleys are Medina,
Ehaibar, Taima and Fadak, Mecow, forty
miles from the coast, is also sitnated in a
valley; but the ground is hard and rocky and
is unfit for cultivation. The hill-city of Tait,
about seventy miles south-east of Mecca, is
famous for its froits. Ts grapes are large and
delicions, and peaches, pomegranates, apples,
almonds, figs, apricots and quinces are excel-
lent and abandant. Situated at high altitude,
its climate is cool and wealthy citizens of
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Mecea spend the hot smmer months in Taif.

The camel is the most veeful animal in
Arabia. They eat its flesh and make
clothes of its hair. The camel can live
without water for seversl days, and in
tho vast waterloss deserts of Arabia, where
for days aund days one moets with no water,
it is very useful for travolling and earrying
merchandise. For this reason, it ia called the
Ship of the Desort. Its broad, flat and padded
foet are well suited to walk on sands with
comfort.

The Arab is very fond of hiz horse. They
love their horsas like their own children, For
lightnoess, speed and beauty of form, the Arab
liorse is famous all over the world. The good-
ness of a horsa depends upon the care with
which it is bronght up and vpon the goodness
of its father and mother. And their goodness
would depend upon the goodness of their
parents and so on for generations and genera-
tions, In fact, the price of a horse depends
upon its pedigree. In modern times, the
peopla who breed horses for races keep the
pedigress of their animals very carefully.
They keep written records as to who were the
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parents of their horses and who were the
parents of their parents, and so on, for many
generations, This custom of keeping the
padigrees of horses started with the ancient
Arabs, They wera very oritical about this
matter, because the safety of a warrior and
the fate of armies engaged in battle often
depend upon the quality of their horses,

CHAPTER II
Tee PeEoFLE

There are very fow towns in Arabia. But
inthe days of the Holy Prophet they were
fewer still and the settled popalation was
small. Most of them were nomads who wand-
ered from pasture to pasture with their herds
of goats and camels. They are called Beduins
and lived in the same manner then as they do
now. Their herds gave them milk and maat
and from their hair they made their tents and
rough, home-spun clothes. The settled popu-
lation in villages and towns lived upon agri-
culture. They grew wheat, corn, barley and
date-palms. Dates are plentiful in Arabia and
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a principal article of the food of her people.
Desides valloys, there are cases where they
plant big gardens of date-palms. An oasis is
a place in & desert where there isa spring of
tresh water. People make wells thers, plant
gardens and build their villages, In bigdeserts
whero there is no water and no trees to be
seen and there is nothing but sand and sand
as far as the eye can reach, such oases are
havens of rest, where the weary traveller
stops to refresh himself and his horseor vamel
with cool, elean water, rests for a while in
the shade of its groves and heasrtens himself
for his further journey.

The people of Mecca were merchants.
Arabs are born merchants and in aucient
times Arab sailors were very bold. They
gailed to the ports on the western coast of
India, to Ceylon and the Malaya islands and
brought merchandise from those parts to the
ports of Hazramaut, Thess ports have now
vanished. But their ruins are there to show
that the Indian trade was large and profitable.
From the ports of Hazramaut the camel-drivers
took up the burden and strings upon strings
of camels, laden with the wares of India and
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the Far East as well as with the produce and
manufactures of Yemen, wonded their way
over the passes of the Jubal-us-Sirat on to
" Byria.  In Syria, at Damascns, Bostra, Joro-
salem and other towns, they sold their goods,
purchased the goods of ofher commtries which
they themselves wanted, and agnin lndon with
costly stuffs thoy returued to Arabin and sold
their goods in Meces and the citios of Yemon.
And so it went on year after yearand contury
after century. This trade was mostly in the
hands of the people of Mecca,

The Arabs were one pecple and spoke
the same language. Bubt they were not a
united nation. They were divided into a
number of tribes and ¢lans and each tribe
lived its own separate and independent life.
They had had powerful kingdoms in ancient
times and conquered great countrics. DBut
those times were passed ; the kingdoms had
perished and the Arabs just before the rise of
Islam were despised by all their neighbours.

About the middle of the third century
A.D.an Arab kingdom was established at
Hira in Mesopotamia, not far from the western
banks of the Euphrates. Towards the close
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of the fifth century another Arab kingdom
was established in southern Syria. It was
called the Ghassanide kingdom. By and by,
hoth the kingdoms became Christian  and
Ohristianity went on spreading, thoogh wvery
glowly, among the tribes of northern Arabia.
The king of Hira wasa vassalof the emperorof
Tarsia, while the Chassanide king stood under
the ovarlordship of the Roman emperor of
Byzantinm (Constantinople). Asthe Roman
emperor and the Persian emperor were always
at war with each other, the kings of Hira, and
Ghassan also fonght among themselves on
behalf of their overlords, and thus weakenad
their own kingdoms, until both perished.
The kingdom of Hira was annexed by Persia
in 604 AD. and the kingdom of the Ghas-
sanides was pubt to an end by the Roman
amperor in 618 A. T

The ancient kingdom of Yemen also came
toa bad end. The throns was usarpad in
523 A. D. by a ferocious Jew of the name of
Zu Nuwas, In Yemen there is afertile district
called Najran, Its inhabitants had become
Christians, and the bigoted Zn Nuwas wanted
to make them Jews. He persecuted them and



16 THE GREEAT PROPHET

twenty thonsand Christians, men, women and
children, were slain or burnt alive by him,
When the Christian emperor of Constantinople
heard of this cruel massacre, he asked the
king of Abyssinia, who was also a Christian,
to go and punish Zu Nuwas. The king of
Abyssinia sent an army to Yemen and took
possession of the country, while Zu Nuwas
drowned himself in the Hed Sea.

The first Abyssinian viceroy of Yemen
died after a short time and was succeeded by
Abraha.* This man built a splendid cathedral
at Sanaa, the capital of Yemen, and desired
that it should outshine the Kaaba and all
Arabs should make their pilgrimage to his
cathedral. Two Arabs of Meeca defilad the
cathedral by throwing filth in it. Abraha then
swore that he would destroy the Kaaba and
led a powerful army against Mecca.

The Meccans were too weak to face
Abraba's army. They left the city and took
refuge in the surrounding hills, and Abraha
prepared to attack the city. But a dreadful

“Abrabin 13 the Abpsslnian foem of the Hebrow nama Abraham.

Iis Arabls form bs Ibrahim, Hoheow, Arable and Abgesinlan ars
istar Inoguages.
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plague broke ounb in his army and he was
obliged to return to Yemen, They lost their
way, and the whole army perished from the
plagne and want of water. Abraha, who
managed to reach Samaa, died there of the
game disease.

This event took place in 671A.D, andtwo
months after it, our Holy Prophet Muhammad
was born. After Abraha, his two sons
hecame the viceroys of Yemen one after tha
other. Buat the people hated the Abyssinians
and invited the emperor of Persia to drive
them out and take possession of the country.
And so it happened. A Persian army came
and drove out the Abyssinians and Yemen
became a part of the Persian empire.

The rest of the country was divided among
diffarent tribes. Thers was no government
in the country. The Sheikh or chief of each
tribe was their judge and leader in war. The
tribes were always at war with one ancther,
They robbed and plondered at will. They
did not think it was wrong to rob others.
In fact, they looked upon robbery as a very
honourable profession, and neither thieves nor
cot-throats were ashamed of their evil deeds,
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They did not believe that their deeds were evil
at all. Everybody did it and they all thought
it was right. The only wrong was to rob
a man of one's own tribe. If anyone
did it, he was sure to be pumished by his
fellow tribesamen. But if o fellow conunitted
robbery on another tribe, he was welcomed
home with joy. They congratolated him on
hiz good luck, admired his valour, praised him
and patted him and were quite willing toshare
his spoils, These plundering raids of one tribe
upon another were very fraquent.

There being no government, each tribe
depended upon its own strength for the safety
of its life and property. The Arab was a born
warrior and he was extremely loyal to his tribe,
It was the doty of the tribe to protect its
members from their enemies, The apirit of
revenge was very strong in them. If an Arab
was killed by a member of another tribe, his
whole tribe was bound to avenge the murder
and they would know no rest until the revenge
was taken. For revenge it was not Necessary
to kill the man who had committed the
murder. Any man of the murderer's tribe
could be killed. If the murdered man was a
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slave, a slave of the other tribe would ha
killed. If he was a free man, a free man
wonld be killed. Honoor would thus be
satisfied, vengeance taken and both sides
would become equal.

Sometimes these blood-fends developed
into dreadful wars which continned for genera-
tions after generations, Whole tribes wers
wiped out in thess bloody wars, Sometimes
these murder disputes were settled by pay-
ment of prics, called blood-money—Arabic,
dait—by the murderer's family to that of
the victim. The price was ten camels. But
it was considered shamefuol to accept blood-
money. They preferred to shed blood., Eye
for an eye, life for a life—that was the rule,
They believed that the murdered man's soul
turned into a bird which hovered over his
grave and eried for blood to quench its thirst,
until vengeance was taken, °

Of course, thess savage warriors wera
chivalrons, They never killed women, To
hurt a woman is a coward's business and the
Arabs were no cowards,

If a man killed a moamber of hia owntribe,
he became an outlaw and could be killed by
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anybody. If a man found himself too weak
to protect himself, or his property was seized
by an enemy and lie was not strong enouzh to
recover it, he would place himself under the
protection of ancther tribe. Any member of
the tribe could give the protection and
the whole tribe became bound to Thelp
him. The tribe wounld protect him from his
enemies and recover hia property, even if they
had to go to war for that purpose, The Arabs
naver broke their word and their souse of
honour required that they should give protec-
tion to the man who asked for ib.

For four months doring the year, three
months around the Hajj time and one other
month, peace prevailed throughout the coun-
try. No fighting was done during thess
sacred months, No blood was shed. BEwory-
body laid down his arms and men went about
the country in peace. For the remaining eight
maonths, robberies, plundering raids and warfare
wera continuons, and nobody's life was safe.

Youn will have understood from the above
that in ancieat Arabia no man eould live by
himself alone. He would be killed by anyhody
without fear if he tried to do so. Every one
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had to live nnder the protection of a tribe,
and it was the fear of the tribe's vengeance
that kept people from killing or hurting one
another and men's lives were made safe,
Every one know that if he killed o porson, the
viatim's tribe would take fearful vengeance.
They would lill him, they would Lkill his chil-
dren and brothers, and battles would be fonght,
in which much blood would be shed. It was
the fear of thess awful consequences that
kept peacs among neighbours.

And the tribes wera troe to their duty to-
wards their men. It did not matter whether
aman was right or wrong,—in fact, they did
not care for right or wrong and bad no idea
of it,—but they would stand by their
men in all cases. If any tribe left any of its
men alone to face his enemies and did not
help him, that tribe would be despised and
looked vpon with confempt throughout the
country and every Arab would ery shame
upon ik,  Songs would be sung in every town
and village and in every Beduin camp, that
such andsuch a tribe had proved false and failed
to do its duty. The men of that tribe would
not be able to show their faces apywhere after
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that. In a savage country, where there is no
government and no law, sach a ftribal system
goes a long way to protect the lives and pro-
perties of men, and so it worked in ancient
Arabia.

MThe Arabs loved poetry and every tribe
had a number of poets. They sang of their
loves and hatreds, and wrote pooms in the
praise of their tribes and their deeds of valour
on the battle-field. Ewvery poet tried to make
out as if his own tribe was the noblest and
bravest in Arabia and its chief the most
generous man alive. Some of them wrote
wonderful poems and their works still live.
But the poets also made much mischief in the
land. Sometimes they wrote lampoons and
filthy satire upon other tribes and their chiefs.
Their victims became the laughing stock of
the people. These satires led sometimes to
dreadful wars and bloodshed.



CHAPTER. III.
TaeEre RELIGION.

There were many religions in Arabia,
The Arab bribes who had settled in Syria and
Mesopotamia had become Christians, There
wera Christinng in Najran, and there wera
men here and there among the northern tribes
who had embraced Christianity. There were
Jews in Yemen and Medina, and the rich
valleys of Khaibar, Taima and Fadak, almost
in a straight line towards the north of Medina,
ware oconpied entirely by the Jews. The rest
of the people were all heathens.

The people of Yemen worshipped the sun,
Some tribes worshipped the moon, while some
others worshipped the stars. Buot most of
them worshipped idols. Almost every tribe
had its own separate idol. In Mecea, the
people kept idols in their honse.doors and
bowed fo them on entering and leaving the
house. Bubt theres were some more famous
idols, whose temples were visifed by many
neighbouring tribes. At Dumat-ul-Jandal, in
the north of Hijas, was the temple of Wadd.
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The idol was an image of a man, cut oub of
stone and covered with two mantles, It
carried on its shoulders a sword and a bow, a
quiver full of arrows on its back and in its
hand a javelin with a small flag attached near
the spearhead,

The goddess Manat had her temple at
Qudaid on the sea-coast, half-way betwoeen
Mecea and Medina, It was especially sacred
to the people of Yasrib (Medina), This idol
also carried two swords. The goddess al-Lat
was at Taif and was worshipped by the tribe
of Bani Suqif who lived in that city, The
idol was in the form of & square-cut rock, It
was a very famous idol and was homoured
far and wide. Under the rock wasa deap
hole which they called Ghabghab. The rich
offerings which came to the templa wers
stored in this hole and formed a big trea-
sure,

Just as famous was the goddess al-Taza,
whose temple was sitoated in the valley of
Nakhla, not far from Mecca. It was specially
sacred to the Quraish, the tribe that lived in
Mecca. There were other temples in Hazra-
maut and Yemen, which were visited by local
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tribes. In the sacred months, when fighting
was forbidden throughout the eountry, people
gathered at these temples, held fairs for a week
or ten days and did their buying andselling.

But the most sacred spot in Arabin was
the Eaaba in Mecca. The Kaaba i3 the
gmall cubicle which stands in the middle of
the sacred mosque at Mecca, It is o
called because it s cubieal in  shape,
its longth, width and height being all equal.
The room is empty inside and is covered with
a black silk cover. A new cover js pub on
every year and is sent by the Government of
Egypt. In one corner of its outer wall is seb
the famous Black Stone (Hajr-dswad). One
of the Hajj ceremonies consists in malking
geven rounds around the Kaaba, The rounds
are started from before this stone and counted
from it. ;

FEuropeans have very funny notions abuut
this stone. They think, the Muosalmans wor-
ghip this stone, This is foolish, becauss the
Musalmans worship no idols. They do nob
even worship any man as the Christians do.
They worship God alone. Even the heathen
Arabs did not worship it.
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The origin of this stone is mnknown,
Some say, it is a meteor which fell near
Mecea and was stuck in & corner of one of the
foor walls of the Kaaba as g ouriogity. Others
say that when Abraham, who was the ancestor
of the Jews as well as of the Arabs, came to
Macea, and repaired the house, he put the
stone in the wall for counting the rounds
and that the Arabs held it sacred in the
memory of their ancestor. Abraham was B
very God-fearing and righteous man. Ha too
was & great prophet, and our Holy Prophet
Muhammad (may peace and the blessings
of Allah be upon him 1) kissed the stone
in his memory, Ang because the Prophet
Kissed it, therefore, avery Musalman who goes
to perform the Hajj ceremony kissesit. In
other words, the Musalmans kiss tha kiss of
their Prophet and not the stone ifself, for a
stone is a stone and can do no good and no
harm to anybody.

There was only one ido] in the Kaaba. It
was called Hubal. Seven arrows were placed
in its hands. Thess were used for i
anguries. There were two other idols, Tsaf and
Naila, in Mecea. They were two straight
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stones stuck in the earth. Animals waere sacri-
ficed in their pame and their blood was
thrown on the stones. These practices wera
forbidden by Islam,

To go back to our subject. The Kaaba
was the most sscred spot and the oldest
temple in Arabia. Its origin was unknown,
Nobody knew when it was luilt and who builk
it. For, as the Holy Quran says, Abraham
only repaired it 1In the Hajj season, Arab
tribes from all over Arabia came to perform
the pilgrimage. After the ceremonies were
over, they held s fair for twenty days on
the plain of Okaz, not far from Mecca. Hera
all the tribes did their buying and selling and
vaat quantities of merchandise were sold.
Here the tribal disputes were settled, blood-
moneys were paid, and friendships and alli-
ances were formed. And here gathered all
the famous poets and orators of Arabia. The
poets recited their poems before the assemb-
led hosts and orators delivered their mighty
orations, The Arabs pub high value upon
poetry and the art of speech-making, and
those whose poems or speeches won praise in
the fair of Okaz became at once famous
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throughout the country. It was a traly
national fair. For once the Arabs forgot
their feuds and spent the days in good
fellowship.

These pilgrimages were a source of enor-
mouos profib to the Quraish. The fair of Oleas
brought all Arabia to their door and their
trade flourished. The entertainment of the
pilgrims and sopplying them with food and
drink wers in their hands. The Quraish had
also invented other ways of making profit out
of the pilgrimage. For example, they had
made it a rule that the pilgrims shonld buy
clothes from them alone to wear when they
made their rounds about the Kaaba., If any
pilgrim was too poor to buy, he must 2o
naked. Asthe Arabs were gonerally very
poor, most of fthem went naked about the
Eaaba. Still, there was enough trade in
eloth, which made the Quraish rich, This
custom of going naked round the Kaaba was
forbidden when the Holy Prophet becama
the master of Mecea. Being in possession of
the Kaaba, the Quraish were respected
thronghout Arabin. Due to the sacredness of
the Kaaba, all warfare was forbidden for a
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few miles around it. Tt was forbidden and is
forbidden to this day to kill even wild animals
or birds in its neighbourhood. The city of
Meocca was, therefore, secure from all attacks,
The Kaaba was, in fact, the sole source of the
wealth of the Quraish., They were secure
from the attacks of enemies and wers res-
pected by all.

No doubt, the Arabs believed in Allah,
the One Lord of heaven and the earth. Dub
they did not worship Him. They worshipped
the idols and thounght, their idols did every-
thing for them, brought them rain and riches
and carried their prayers to Cod.

But, in truth, the Arabs cared little for
religion. They cared rather for their plea-
sures and their profit. They thought that
what their fathers and grandfathers did was
good for them also, They were altogethera
savage people. They had no mercy in their
nature. They massacrad their enemies with-
out pity and sometimes burat them aliva.
They were so shameless as to marry their own
step-mothers, They could marry any number
of wives they liked, The sons inherited their
step-mothers and either married them them-
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solves or sold them to others. Sometimes
they butried their baby danghters alive. They
had no mercy for the poor and the weak and
robbed widows and helpless orphans and
friendless travellers withont pity. They drank
and gambled and delighted in their wickednoss
without shame. They regarded women as
mere chattels. They were a cruel and heart-
less people and their vices were many, some
of them very shameaful,

Of course, those savage Arabs of ancient
Arabia had their wvirtues. Their loyalty
towards their tribes and their willingness to
help & man against his enemiss have already
been mentioned. Another great virtue was
their hospitality. Any man who enterad the
tent of an Arab was sure of a hearty
welcome, He was given the best focd in the
honse and treated with great honour. The
Arabs were a brave people, strong and manly
and fearless in war. Mounted upon his camel
or his horse and equipped with his trusty
aword, the Arab went forth like a lion of the
desert and was afraid of none.

But their bravery was of little unse to
them. Their disunity, their constant warfare
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and mutual bloodehed, their ignorance and
savage ways, their vices and sins and evil
doings kept them weak and had made
them contemptible in the sight of all the
world.

It was among this ignorant, barbarous
and vicious folle that oor Holy Prophet was
born to teach them morals and manners, to
maks them better men, to unite them into
one nation and make them a mighty people.

CHAPTER IV.
Birre Axn CHILDEOOD.

We will begin this chapter with a short
sccount of the family, in which our Holy
Prophet was born.

Abraham, the prophet of whom I spoke
in the last chapter, had two sons, Ishmael
(Arabie, femadl) and Isaac (Arabic, Js-hag)
The Jews are descended from Isaac, while the
Quraish of Mecea and many ofther tribes of
central and northern Arabia wers descended
from Ishmael.

Ishmael and his descendants settled at
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Mecea and continued to live there for many
centuries. At last, they were driven ont by
another Arab tribe, called Bani J arhum,
whose chiefs called themselves kings, The
Jurhumites wera turned out by another
southern tribe, called Bani Khuzaa, early in
the third century of the Christion era. Tha
Bani Khuzaa were in their turn driven oot in
about 440 A. D. by the Quraish who thus
became the masters of Mecca again. The
Ehuzaa settled down in the south of Mecca,
and we shall hear of them again,

Qusai, the head of the Quraish at the time,
was & very wise and powerful chief. He was
their leader in war and judge in peace time.
The flag of the tribe remained in his house,
He built & council house called the Dar-un-
Nadwa, where the heads of families held their
councils under his presidentship. Qusai was
the first chisf of Mecca to arrange that all
poor pilgrims and travellers should be given
food and drink for three days at the [ 3T
of the people of Mecca, Large cisterns were
made of leather and filled with water from
the wells of Mecca for the purpose. For pro-
viding food he levied a tax upon the people,
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He also levied a tax for making covers for the
Knaba.

Queai had two sons, On his death the
elder son became the leader of the tribe. On
the latter's death quarrels arose between his
and his brother's sons, and they divided the
honours between themselves. One obtained
the flag and leadership in war; another ob-
tained the right of presiding over the couneil ;
others obtained other rights, but Hashim, a
gon of the younger son of Qusai, obtained the
valnable right of providing food and drink to
the pilgrims.

Hashim was a wise chief and became
very famous in his day. He was rich and spant
his wealth in a very generous manner. There
waa once a severe famine in Mecca and the
people suffered much from want of food,
Hashim went to Syria, purchased large stocks
of foodstuffs and distributed cooked food to
the inhabitants of Mecoa. This act of princely
generosity made him famous throughout
Arabia and everybody respected him. He
made treaties with the Roman and Parsian
emperors as well as with the king of Abys-
ginia, so that the caravans of the Quraish

=
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could go to those countries for trade without
hindrance. He also made treaties with Arab
tribes. The result of these treatics was that
although the tribes were always fighting
among themselves and plundering one
another’s goods, they never attacked the
caravans of the Quraish.

In the last year of his life Hashim went
to Medina and there he met a beantiful lady,
Salma by name. She was from a high family
and belonged to the tribe of Khazraj, of whom
wa shall bave much to say later on, Hashim
married her and lived with her for some time
and then went on to Syria for trade. There
he died and in his absende his wifs Salma bore
him & son. This son was Abdul Muttalib, the
grandfather of our Prophet.

On coming to manbood, Abdul Muttalib
became the chief of Mececa,

Near the Kaaba there iz a well called the
Zamzam, People who go to the Hajj pilgrim-
age every year take home with them the
water of this well, filled in small tins, As
the water comes from the sacred soil of Mecea,
Musalmans of distant countries drink it with
pleasure as a gift from the Holy City, This



— v

HIRTH AND CHILDEOOD 95

wall is very ancient and nobody knows who
built it. But the Jurhumite king, before he
fled from Mecca, filled it up with earth, so
that it was lost altogether. Three hundred
years later, in the time of Abdol Muttalib,
nohady knew whera the well was situated.
Buot Abdal Muttalib discovered the site and
dng the well The possession of this well
added much to the dignity of Abdul Muttalib,
The people abandoned other wells and all
pame to draw water from the Zamzam.

A cousin of Abdul Muttalib, who was also
a wealthy man and the head of his family,
became very jealous of his power and position
and wanted to make a guarrel. To make
his party strong Abdul Muttalib made a
permanent alliance with the tribe of Bani
Khuoraa. We must remember this alliance,
because it played an important part in the
early history of Islam.

Tn Arabia, the power of a chief depended
upon the number of sons he had, and Abdul
Muttalib, early in life, had made a vow that
if he had ten sons who grew up to manhood
in his lifetime, he would sacrifice cne of them
to God. His wish was fulfilled. He had ten
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sons who all grew up and he decided to sacri-
fice one of them. Lots were cast and the lot
fell upon his youngest and favourite son
Abdullah,

Abduollah was a young man of twenty-
four years, As his father fook him out to
slay him before the idols, his sisters wept and
begged their father to spare the boy. The
leading citizens of Meccn also said, he must
not do it It was an evil thing to kill & young
man and they would not allow it.  As accord-
ing to the custom of the tribes the price of a
man's life was sometimes paid in camels, they
asked him to do the same in this case. Lots
were, therefore, cast between ten camels and
Abdullah. But the Iot again fell upon Abdul-
lah, Abdul Muttalib added ten more camels
and again cast the lots. But the result was
the same. The old chief went on casting lots,
adding ten more camels each time, until the
number of camels reached one hundred, This
time the lot fell npon the camels and the life
of Abdullah wassaved. This Abdullah became
the father of pur Holy Prophet Muhammad,
Peace and blessings of Allah be upon him |

Some little while after this event, Abdulla
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was married to Lady Amina. She belonged
to a high family. Her parents wers dead and
she had been brought up by her uncle. She
was the mother of onr Holy Prophet.

A few months after the wedding, Abdul.
lah went to Syria for trade. On his way
back, he fell sick and was left behind by the
caravan at Medina, He died after a short
illness and was buried there.

Three months after his death, our Holy
Prophet was born at Mecca on April 20,
671 A. D. He was thus an orphan even
before his birth. FPeace and the blessings
of Allah be upon him |

Abdul Muttalib was sitting in the Eaaba
when the news of the birth of Abdullah's son
reached him. He was overjoyed at the birth
of his grandson and hurried home to see him,
The leading men of his tribe also went with
him. Abdal Muttalib took the child in his arms,
carried him to the Kaaba and prayed for him.
He gave him the name of MUHAMMAD,
His mother called him AHMAD, and our Holy
Prophet is known by both thess names, Both
the names mean * the Praised One', And
our Holy Prophet deserves every praise. No
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man has been so loved and praised as he has
been. Peace and the blessings of Allah be
upon him !

It was not the castom for ladies of high
families in Macea to nurse their babies. Also,
the climate of Mecea was not good for small
children. Therefore, they were sent away to
be brought up among the Beduin tribas that
lived near Mecca. The free open air of the
desert made the children healthy and strong
and they learnt the pure Arabic speech, for
the language of the Beduins, who do not mix
with non-Arabs, is purer than that of the
townspeople.  Ouar Prophet was nursed by
his mother for two or three days, and for some
days by a woman named Suwaiba, a slave of
his uncle Abn Lahab. It was in the character
of our Holy Prophet never to forget a kind-
ness. If anyhody aver did any kindness to
him, however amall, he always rememberad
it with gratitude. When he grew up and
became wealthy and poweriul, he rewurded
Suwaiba for having nursed him for these fow
days. He and his wife Ehadija always spoke
of her with respect and every now and then
he would send her clothes and money, This
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went on for many years, until she died.

A fow days after his birth, some Bednin
women came to Mecca to gobt babies for
nursing. Others got the babies; but one of
them, Haleema of the tribe of Bani Sa'ad,
could not get any. She wonld not take
Muhammnad. His father was dead, and she
would not gain much by norsing an  orphan
boy. So she thought. But there was no other
baby in the town to be nursed. Disappointed
on every side, she thooght at last that it
was better to have an orphan boy than to
have none at all. Therefore, she accepted
Muohammad and took him away with her.

The Bani Sa'ad were a branch of the
great clan of the Hawazin tribes. They wers
famons for their eloquence and poetry. Cur
Prophet was the most powerful and eloguent
spealcer of his day, and he used to say that
hiz speech was pure and eloguent becaunse he
had been brought up among the Bani Sa'ad.

When Muhammad was two years old,
Haleema bronght him back to Lady Amina.
The mother was delighted to ses her boy, He
was strong and healthy and looked twice his
age. But Lady Amina feared the climate of
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Mecca and asked Haleema to take him back
with her to the desert, Three years more he
lived with her. He was in his sixth year
when he was finally brought back to his
mother.

Our Prophet loved his foster-mother
Halesma like his own mother and always re-
memberad her forher kindnesses. Many years
later, thare wasadrought in the territory of the
Bani Hawazin. Hains failed and much cattle
died for want of water and grass. There was
much hardship among the people. In this
distress Haleema came to our Prophet. He
spoke to his wife Khadija and she gave her one
camel, forty sheep and food. When the
Prophet was King at Medina, Haleema once
came to see him. The Prophet cried, " My
mother, my mother " and embraced her with
joy. He spread his own mantle on the
ground for her to sit upon. Both she and her
husband became Muslims after Muhammad
had become Prophet. Haleema's name is
honoured among the Muslims to this day,

Muhammad (peace and the blessings of
Allahbeuponhim!) now lived with his mother.
He was six years old when his mother went to



EIRTH AND CHILDHOOD 41

Medina to visit the grave of her husband. It
will be remembered that Hashim, Abdullah's
grandfather and our Prophet's great-grand-
father, had married at Medina. His wife
Salma was, therefore, the great-grandmother
of our Holy Prophet and Lady Amina stayed
with her family. Muhammad went with
her. At Medina he used to play with a little
girl named Unaisa, and i a small pond thers
he learnt toswim. Our Prophet had a very
good memory. When forty-seven years later
he came again to Medina, he remembered all
these things.

They stayed at Medina for one month
and then left for Mecca. But onthe way, at
a place called Abwa, half-way betwesn Mecca
and Medina, the Prophet's mothar fell sick.
She died and was buried there, Thns at the
age of six, Muhammad became doubly an or-
phan. His father had died before he was born.
And now he was robbed of his mother also,
He must have wept bitterly at being thus left
alone. Nobody can take the place of father
and mother and the state of an orphan is
always pitiable. He mnust have felt the blow
very deeply. Fifty-three years later he again
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vigited the place. He saw his mother's grave
and wept.

There was another woman in the party,
Umm-i-Aiman, the slave girl left behind by
his father. On his mother's death, she took
charge of the precious orphan and brooght
him safely to Mecca. His grandfather Abdnl
Muttalib was still alive. He loved his little
grandson very dearly and took him in his care.
But he was already eighty vears old and died
two years later. On the grandfather's death,
our Prophet's uncle Abu Talib took him to
his own honse and began to look after him.

Muohammad was now a strong boy of
eight years. The boye of Mecca nsed to graze
their cattla, goats and sheep in the surround-
ing hills and valleys. He went with them,
Thera hie ran and romped and played with
tham and ate delicious hlack-barries that graw
in the hills. It did him good, and in the fres
and healthy air of the open desert he grew up
strong, robust and manly.
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CHAPTER V
YourH ANp MANHOOD

Our Holy Prophet's character was lovable
from his childhood. His charming manners,
refined speech and willingness to help every-
body who asked his help made him friends
with all who came into contact with him.
He was always humble, meck, but manly and
trathful. He was courteous to everybody.
These virtues made him loved by all his
rolations and those who knew him, and so his
mele Abu Talib loved him. Indeed, Abu
Talib was so fond of his nephew that he
always kept him near himself. He made him
gleep by his bed, eat with him and walk with
him whenever he went out.

Like other Meceans, Abu Talib was also
a merchant. Muhammad (peace be upon
him) was twelve years old when his uncle
wanted to go to Syria for business. He wished
to go alone. He could not take his nephew
with him because the journey was long and
he was too young., But our Prophet wounld
not lat him go. He clang to him and wanted
to go with him. So the fond nnecle had to



44 THE GREAT PROPHET

give in and took him along to Syria.

This was his first journey to a distant
country. Afterwards, when he grew up to
manhood and became a merchant himself,
he made many more journeys. He visited
Yemen asz well as Bahrain on the shores of
the Persian Gulf. The latter country he knew
very intimately. He was a keen obsarver
of men and their manners, and nothing
escaped his eyes. In these journeys he learnt
how people in different countries lived, what
things they made, and what they gold and
purchased, and what were their manners
and customs,

When the Holy Prophet grew up to be a
young man of twenty years or so, he began
to take part in the affairs of the city. Since
the death of Abduol Muttalib Mecoa had
become an unruly town. There was no one to
protect the weak and the helpless, and travel-
lers were sometimes robbed in the streets in
broad day-light. The Prophet hated oppres-
sion, eruelty and injustice and wished that no
wrong should be done to the travellers. Ac-
cordingly, & meeting was held, in which the
-descendants of Hashim (that is, the Prophet's
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relations), the relations of the Prophet's
mother and another family took part. They
formed a league among themselves and took
an oath that they would defend every man,
whether Meocan or outsider, free or slave,
from every wrong and injustice in Mecca, that
if any one was robbed in the ecity, they would
have his property restored to him or make up
the loss out of their own pocket, Our Pro-
phet was present at the meeting and took
the oath. He used to say that to protect the
weak and fight against injustice he would
enter into such an alliance with anybody.

In the meantime, the excellence of
Muhammad's character waz becoming known
tothe pitizens of Mecea. He lived a very
pure life, The wealthy citizens of Mecoa had
many vices and took pride in their sins.
Muhammad lived in the midst of them in the
fullness of his youth, but no vice ever came
near him. He lived in the midst of them like
an angel, He was honest. He never broke
his word and never told an untruth.

There lived at Mecea a lady of the name
of Khadija. She was a distant relation of
our Holy Prophet. She was a widow. She
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was wealthy, She was handsome and she
belonged to a noble family. She was o very
good woman and the people used to call har
Tahira, which means * The Pure”, Saveral
leading men of Maces desired to marry her,
but she refused. She wanted to live by her.
self. She also did business, She employed
agents to work for her, and GVery year a
string of camels laden with her merchandiza
went to Syria and Yemen, When the fame
of Mubammad's virtuag reached her sars, sho
took him into her employment and sent him
as her agent to Syria to trada on her behalf,
She promised to pay him twice as much for
his services as sha paid others, A servant of
hers went with him,

Mubammad (peace be upon him) went,
sold her goods, purchased what Khadija had
asked him to bring and returned to Mecea.,
1t was & very successful Journey. The profits
wera much larger than they used to be before
and Khadija was delighted. Afterwards, he
made some more journeys for her.

I have said above that our Prophet was a
very lovable man and everybody who came
0 know him began to love him, The same
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thing happened with the Lady Ehadija. As
ghe came to koow him more and more, she
found that he was no ordinary man,  He was
quite different from others, His manners were
charming. His speech was exceedingly sweet
and polite. His heart was pure and his ways
above reproach. Although she was much
older than him—she was forty, while he was
only twenty-five—she foll in love with him
and desired to marry him. He agreed and
they were married.

It was a very happy marriage. Their
hearts were united, Both were virtuous,
Both had noble minds and pure hearts. Both
delighted in doing deeds of charity and help-
ing the poor. EKhadija was & saintly woman
and Mubammad was like an angel of God on
earth. They loved each other and respected
each other deeply. As yon know, our Prophet
had become an orphan before he was born.
His father had nobt left him muoch property
and he was poor. Lady Ehadijan placed all
her wealth at his command and he became
rich,

By this marriage the Prophet had five
children. The first was a son, Qasim by name,
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In Arabia, a gentleman is not called by his
personal name. He is called either after his
father as the son of So-and-So or after his
son as the father of So-and-So. Such a pame
ia called Kun-yat. After the hirth of Qasim
our Holy Prophet was called Abul Qasim
(‘the father of Qasim’). Thae other four wers
danghters, Zainab, Rugayya, Umm-i-Kulsoom
and Fatima. The boy died early, but the
daughters lived and married, and we will
read of them again,

After his marriage the Prophet continued
to do business. His fame for honesty, fair-
dealing and truthfoluess grew from day to
day. People called him Al-Amin, ‘the Trusty.'
By this title he was known thronghout Meoca
and the adjacent territories, Everybody
trusted him and respected him. They began
to use him as their bank. They deposited
their properties with him for safe-keeping and
got them back when they wanted. In that
age, when theft was regarded as an ordinary
thing and robbery was looked upon as an
honourable profession practised by all, it was
very extraordinary,

Our Prophet was thirty-five vears old



TOUTH AND MANHOOD 49

when he was able to avert a bloody war. The
Kaaba was destroyed in a flood. It had no
roof in those days. The Quraish decided to
rebnild the Kaaba and puot a roof on ib
Everybody took part in the work and so did
our Prophet. DBut when it came to pubtting
the Black Stone in its place, a dispute arose.
The Black Stone is very sacred and averybody
elaimed that he should have the right of putt-
ing it in place. In matters of honour the Arabs
ware a very obstinate race. Nobody was will-
ing to yield. So they began to prepare for
war in order to decide the guestion by the
sword. At last, someone suggested a way oub
of the difficulty. He proposed that the man
who shouold enter the place first should decide
the dispute or put the stone in its place with
his own hands. They all agreed and began
to wait. Ouor Holy Prophet was the first to
enter. On seeing him they all cried out,
“Here comes Al-Amin; we will accept his
decision.” They explained the matter to him.
Instead of taking the stone and setting it in
place with his own hands, he did a wonderful
thing. He took off his mantle from his shoul-
ders, spread it on the ground, put the stone
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in its centre and asked the four leading men
of Mecca, who were quarrelling about the
matter, to lift the mantle by its four corners.
They did it. When the stone reached the lavel
of its setting place, he pushed it into position
with his own hand. War was thus averted and
everybody praised his wisdom and justice.

About this time our Prophet did two acts
of kindness which must be mentioned. His
uncle Abu Talib had become very poor, He
had a large family and found it hard to feed
them all. There was famine in the land.
Seeing his distress the Prophet went to
another uncle of his, Albas by name, and said
to him, "Uncle, you know, your brother Abun
Talib is poor and has a large family. Heis
in distress. You are rich and s0 am I, Let
us relieve him of some of his burden. You
talke one boy and [ will take another. This
will lighten his burden somewhat™ Abbas
agreed. He took Jafar and our Prophet took
Ali, From this time forth, Alilived in his
housa,

The other kindness was to a stranger.
His name was Zaid. He was born in Syria.
When quite a child, he fell into the hands of
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a tobber band of Arabs, who sold him into
slavery. He was brought to Mecca. After
living with one master after another for many
years, he came into the possession of Lady
Ehadija. She made a present of him to her
husband and Muhammad (peace be on him)
gat him free. DBut he continned to live
with him and they became fast friends.
Zaid's father Harisa had been searching
for him all thesse vears. At last, he found
oot that Zaid was at Mecca. He came and
asked Mubammad to let him go with him.
The Prophet said, * Let Zaid choose for him-
self, If he wanta to go, he can go; if he
wanta to stay, he can stay. But the Prophet's
kindness had so won his heart that Zaid
 prefarred to stay with Muhammad, and his
father had to go without him,

o
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CHAPTER VI
CaLL To PROPHETHOGD

The Prophet was thoughtful by nature,
As he grew older, he became more thought-
ful. There was much misery spread around
him. The strong were cruel tothe weak. The
rich were prond. The tribes of the desert
ware no better than bands of robbers. There
was much bloodshed in the land. They were
all ignorant savages. Was there no way to
better them and improve the condition of his
country ? He thought deeply over this
guastion.

The whole conntry worshipped idols, The
idols were mere figures of stone. They could
neither hurt nor help anybody. What was
the use of worshipping them? The Prophet
hated the whole lot of those idols, never went
near them and refused to eat the meat that
had been offered to them. He had seen Jews
and Christians in Syria. The Jews considered
themselves the chosen people of God and
despised every other nation. The Christians
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worshipped images of Jesus and Mary and
their diffarent sects were always quarrelling
among themselves. The Prophet liked nona
of these things. His heart was searching for
the light of truth. He could not have that
light from either the Jews or the Christians
or his fellow countrymen who worshipped
idols,

About three miles from Mecen there is
a cave in the moontain, called Hira. Hea
retired to this cave, took a stock of food with
him and in that cave spent months and
months in deep thought, prayer and medita-
tion. Sometimes he went alone, sometimes
his wife Khadija went with him, This went
on for saveral years. Then, by and by, he
bagan to dream dreams, and what he dream-
ed in sleep always came true in day-time.
Gradually, the dreams became clearsr and
clearar, until one day, when he was very deep
in thought, a sudden flood of light burst npon
his heart, Thera was a voice—the voice of
God. Tt told him that he was a Prophet, a
Messenger of God towards men. It called
upon him to teach a new religion to mankind.
He should teach them that there is but One
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Zaid, whom the Prophet had made s fraeman,
also became Muslims immediately, Abu
Bakr's name is known to every Muslim child,
He was one of the greatest heroes of Islam.
He was & wealthy merchant of Mecca, He
was wise and kind-hearted and was respected
by everybody. People used to consult him in
all important affairs, He was younger than
our Prophet by two years and the two had
been close friends from early youth, When
Abu Bakr heard that Muhammad claimed to
be a Prophet, he said without hesitation,
“That must be troe, for my friend never
speaks untruths.” So he also became a
Muslim. _

For three years the Prophet went on work-
ing quietly. Some more wealthy merchants
and daring soldiers entered the fold of Islam
during this period. They belonged to diffarent
families of Mecea and ooly a few of them
were related to the Holy Prophet, Almogt g11
of them became famous and rose to high posi-
tions in later years. Among them ware
Usman, who married the Prophet's second
daughter Roqayya and became the third
Caliph after the Prophet, and Sa'ad, son of
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Abn Waaqgas, who conguered Persia for the
Muslims.

Besides thesa wealthy merchants and sol-
diers of high families, there were some poor
artisans, tallors, blacksmiths and the like und
geveral poor alaves who also entered the new
religion., In these fhree years, allogether
forty persons, men and women, accepted
Islam, Among them the larger number was
of poor artisans and slaves, All the preaching
was done seeretly. The Muoslims would gather
in & private honse, whera the Holy Prophet
would teach them the Holy Quran, Some-
times they met in the hills ountside Meces,
where nobody would see them and then they
would say their prayers, One day, Ali and the
Prophet were praying like this when Ali's
father Abu Talib suddenly came upon them,
He was astonished at their way of saying
prayers and watched them. When they had
finished, Abu Talib asked the Holy Prophet,
* Son of my brother, what religion is this that
yoo follow #"

The Prophet replied, " It is the religion
of God and of oor ancestor Abraham. Ibis
the religion of truth and God Almighty has .
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appointed me to teach it to mankind, Uncle,
youare a worthy man. I call upon you to
accaph the truth and help in spreading it."

Abu Talib answered, * Son of my brother,
I cannot give np the religion of my fore-
fathers. But by God, so long as I live, I shall
protect yoo and none shall dare touch a haiy
of your head." Then tuming to his son, he
asked, “ And what is your religion, my boy "

“I believe in God and His Prophet
Muhammad, and I go with him," said Al

Abu Talib replied, * Wall, my son, he
will never teach you anything bad, so you are
frae to oling to him."

Such was the old uncle's trust in
Muhammad’s character. Peace and the
blessings of Allah be upon him !

i e
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CHAFPTER VII
PERSECUTION.

The Prophet preached Islam quietly and
secrotly for three years. Then came the
command of God to preach openly and to all,
The Prophet called a mesting of the Quraish
on & hill-top and said, “ Citizens of Mecoca !
If T were to say that a large army was stand-
ing behind this hill ready to attack you,
wonld you believe me? ®  * Certainly,” they
replied, * Becanze we know, wyou always
speak the truth.” Thereupon, the Holy Pro-
phet preached Islam to them. He called
upon them to worship God alone, to give up
the worship of idols, reform their ways and
belisve in him as the Prophet of God. The
Quraish refused and went home in great
anger,

But the Prophet did not give up hope.
He preached to them daily whenever and
wherever he found an opportunity. Many
debates were held. You know, the wise man
does what seems good and reasonable. DBut
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ignorant people have no reason and prefer
to follow their customs, They do what others
do and what their forefathers did before them.
8o the Quraish said, " Our forefathers wor-
shipped idols. 'We want to follow them. We
want no change.” The Prophet said, * Your
idols ara but fgures of stome. They are
mera nothings. They are mere names inven-
ted by your ignorant forefathers, They can-
not hear. They cannot speak. They cannot
help themselves. What can they do for you ?
God Almighty sends the rains, so that the
parth produces abundant grains and froits
and you and your cattle drink water. He
watches over you while you are asleep, He
gives you sons and daughters and gives you
wealth, and Him alone you should worship.
I warn you that those who worship idols will
go to hell”

There was much sin in Mecca. Some of
the leading men were especially bad. There
were among them liars, back-biters, dronk-
ards, gamblers and shameless sinners of many
descriptions, The Prophet called upon them
to give up their sins and reform themselves.
There were those dishonest merchants among

== il
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them who gave false measure and shork
weight. The Prophet called it a grisvous sin
and said that those who cheated others and
were dishonest in their dealings would go to
hell, And this angered the dishonest ones.
Such debates took place daily. Many more
persons became Muslims. The TProphet's
arguments were true. They could not he
answered, DBut the chiefs of Mecea becama
angry and alarmed. Some of them were
jealous. They thought that if more peopla
became Muslims, Muhammad and the family
of Hashim, to which he belonged, would
become more powerful and the power and
inflnence of their own families would vanish.

There was another reason for their oppo-
gition too., The wealth and importance of
Mecea depended upon the EKaaba and the
anmual pilgrimage, as has been explained
before. The Meccans wera afraid that if
Islam became strong and the worship of idols
was abandoned, the tribes of Arabia would
stop coming to Mecca and their trade would
be ruined. They would not have the same
influence among the tribes, as they had
before,
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There was yet another reason, Islam
teaches that all men are equal in the sight
of God. It teaches that the strong should
not oppress the weak and the rich shonld not
rob the poor. Rich peopls are somebtimes
very heartless. They have no sympathy with
the poor and no pity for their sufferings.
They grow fat npon their labour, but treat
themin aninhuman fashion. Islam forbids this
and says that people who do such things will
gurely go to hell. The wealthy chiefs of
Mecea did not like these teachings. They
helieved that might was right and that the
poor people were born just to serve them.
They could never think of treating them as
aqual human beings.

For these reasons the Meccans began to
oppose the Holy Prophet, They tried to
tempt him. They offered him money and
said, they would make him the richest man
in Arabia if he would only keep guiet and not
preach against their idols, The Prophet re-
plied, *My friends, I ask nothing for myself.
I only ask that yon should believe in Ged,
throw away your wretched idols and lead
pure and righteons lives.” They went to his
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nncle Aba Talib,  * Your nephew," they said,
“ gpeaks il of our gods and says, they are

* mere sticks and stones. He says that our

forefathers were ignorant and calls us foolish,
Fither you shonld withdraw your protection
and abandon him, or you should yourself come
out in the open field, so that we may decide
the matter by the sword.”

Abn Talib was shaken for the moment
by this threat. He was old and not strong
enough to withstand the whole pecple. He
sent for the Prophet and said, ** Son of my
brother, do not put a greater burden upon ma
than I can bear,” Abu Talib loved the Pro-
phet like his own son and Muhammad (peace
be on him) loved him as if he were his father,
He was a little boy of eight wvears when he
came to live with Abu Talib, and since that
time the twohad loved each other very dearly.
Will they part now? Will they give up
their dear old friendship? The thought
smote the heart of Muhammad and he wept.
But to Abu Talib he replied, * Unele, i they
werd to offer me the wealth of the East and
the West, T would not aceept it and I wonld
not relinguish the work to which God has
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called me. I shall either accomplish it or
die in the atterapt.” Abun Talib was deeply
moved. *“ Go, my son," he said, " None shall
dare totouch a hair of your head, so long
as I live,"

The anger of the Mecoans now broke out
in full fory. They began to beat the Musal-
mans wherever they found them. They
spread thorns and dog pits in their paths,
One man threw a piece of cloth arcund the
neck of our Holy Prophet and tried to
strangle him. Ancther threw filth at him.
It became dangerous for any Musalman to
show himself in the streets of Mecca. Men
of high families ware tortured by their rela-
tions, But the worst sufferings were of the
poor and the slaves. Their masters gave
them brotal punishments for becoming
Muslims. They were beaten and dragged
in the streets. They were made to lie on
the burning sands in the scorching mid-day
sun of Arabia and heavy stones were laid
on their chests, so that they shonld not be
able to move. One man, Khabbab, who
was & blacksmith, was made to lie on live
charcoals. Another man, Yasir by name,
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died under tortores,

Even women were not spared. They wera
beaten and starved. One Woman wus speared
to death and another was blinded by the
ruffians. The snfferings of the slaves were
unbearable. Abu Bakr came forward to
halp them., He purchased wmany of them
of their masters and set them free. It wasa
very noble act on his part, He was wealthy and
had 40,000 silver pieces. He spent his money
generously on frecing the slaves, so that he
had no more than 5000 left with him.
The Holy Prophet's wife Ehadija also spent
her money freely to relieve the sufferings of
the poor,

The persecutions continned. The Meccans
tried their ubmost to turn the Muslims from
their faith. They fafled miserably, The
Muslims bore their sufferings with patience,
but refused to give up Islam. “We would
die, but we will not give up our Prophet
Mohammad,” they declared. The name of
Balal is highly honoured in Islam. He was
an Abyssinian slave at Mecca and was daily
tortared by his master. He was dragged in
the streets, made to lie in the burning sun and
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lashed. Put each time the lash fell on his
body, he coried out, “Ahadun, Ahadun"—
“@Fod 8 One, God s One' DBalal
was rescued from his daily sofferings by the
generosity of Abu Bakr, who paid his price
and set him free,

The sfferings of the Muslins became at
last unbearable. The Holy Prophet, there-
fore, advised them to leave Mecca and sesk
rofuge in Abyssinia. This was inthe fifth
year of his prophethood. Eighty-three Mns-
lims fled to Abyssinia, while several, who had
no money for the jonrney, were left behind.
The Meccans pursued them, but they took
a boat and escaped across the Red Sea. The
Quraish then sent their agents to the King
of Abyssinia asking for the return of the
fugitives and saying that they had invented
a new religion and had fled from punishment.
The King sent for the refugees and asked
them about the new religion, Ja'afar, brother
of Ali and son of Abn Talib who also had
become & Muslim and had fled from Mecea,
replied as follows:—

“Your Majesty, we were an ignorant
people. We worshipped idols and ate dead
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animals. We were an immoral people. We
were eruel to our neighbours, The strong
oppressed the weak and robbed them of their
properties. A man rose among us, of whose
noble birth and righteous life we were waell
awara. He called us to Islam and taught
us to abandon the worship of idols, to speal
the truth, to shun bloodshed and to be kind
to the neighbour. He taught us to pray to
God alone and to practise charity towards the
poor. He taught that we should not touch
the property of helpless orphans and should
uot slander women, We believed in him and
abandoned the worship of idols and our evil
ways. For this our people became our
enemies and desire that we should turn
heathens again."”

Ja'afar then read a passage from the
Holy Quran. The King was deeply moved
by the nobla teaching and sweet langnage
of the Quran and declared that he would not
give up the refugees. The agents of the
Mecoans were thus disappointed and raturned
home while the Muslims settled down in
Abyssinia. A short while after, another
party went over to Abyssinia, so that the
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number of refugees in the country becawe full
one hundred,

CHAPTER VIIL
HuwaER BLOCKADE

The Holy Prophet and a few of his
followers remained in Mecea to stand the
abuse and eruelty of the Quraish. One of his
followers, Argam by name, had his house at
the foot of the hilles,. In this house they
gathered secretly, said their prayers and held
their meetings. When night fell, they quietly
went to their homes in the dark, Preaching
was going on all the time ; the fame of the
Prophet had spread far and wide and new
converts were being won steadily. In the
yoar following the emigration to Abyssinia
two notable men entered the fold of Islam.
The stories of their conversion are very
interesting.

Among the chiefs of the Quraish was a
man named Amr. He was considerad to be
very wise and had been given the title of
Abul Hikam—" Father of Wisdom "—by his
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fallow citizens, He was the bitterest enemy
of Tslam in Mecca. For this reason, the
Muoslims called him Abu Jahl—" Father of
Ignorance "—and by this name he is known
to this day.

The Holy Prophet had an uncle, Hamza
by name. He was about the same age as
our Holy Prophet and both were good friends,
althoogh Hamza had not yet accepted Tslam.
He was & very brave soldier and spent his
time in hunting. Taking his bow and arrowa
he wounld go into the hills every morning and
hunt the whole day.

One day, Abo Jabl met the Holy Prophet
and grossly abused him. The Holy Prophet
answered never a word and went gnietly
home. Baota slave girl had seen and heard
everything. When Hamsa returned from the
hills in the afterncon with his bow hanging
from his shoulders, she fold him how Abu
Jahl had abused the Prophet. In a great
rage, Hamza went straight to the Kaaba
where Abu Jahl was sitting with his friends,
gtrock him with his bow and shounted, “Fight
if yon dare, for I am & Muslim from today
and I will sea how you insult my nephew
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again." Abu Jahl was cowed down, From
the Kaaba Hamza went home. His anger
having cooled down, he thought over tle
matter for a while, then went to the Holy
Prophet and declared himself a Muslim.

The conversion of Omar was even more
dramatic. He was one of the greatest men
that have ever lived, and some day I will tell
you the story of hislite. Ho was one of the
leading men of the Quraish and most bitterly
opposed to Islam and the Prophet. There
was a slave girl in his house, who had become
Muslim and he used to beat her daily, One
day he thought, it would be bettar to slay
Muhammad and finish the whole affair at a
gingle stroke, Aecordingly, he took his sword
and went in search of him, On the way he
met a relation of his, who was also a Muslim,
though Omar did not know it. The Muslim
relation asked Omar where he was going,

“To kil Muhammad,” he replied. The
other man said, “ Why don't you look to your
own family first ? Your sister Fatima and her
husband have also become Muslims, ”

On hearing this, Omar turned his steps
towards his sister's house, She and hor hus-
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band were reading the Quran when he reach-
ed there, On seeing him, they concealed the
leaves of the Quran, for they knew very well
that he was a ferocious man and a very bitter
enemy of Islam. DBut he had overhsard them
and asked what they had been reading. *“I
hear, you have joined Muhammad," he added
and fell npon his brother-in:law and beat him
saverely, His sister came forward to protect
her husbhand, but he beat her also. At lash
ghe cried out, *Omar, do what you will, we
have accepted Islam and cannot go back to
your heathen gods." Her tone was very firm.
Omar turned to loock at her, Her face and
clothes were coverad with blood. He felt very
sorry., His heart softened. He begged her
pardon and asked her to read to him also what
she had been reading. She read: * Whatever
is in the heavens and the earth declares the
glory of God and He is mighty and wise." She
wanton reading, In a few minutes Omar's
heart was won and he declared himself a
Muslim. Then he went to the house of
Argam and joined the Holy Prophst.

Omar's conversion had a wonderful effect,
The Muslim party became very strong and
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now they came openly to say their prayers
in the Eaaba. The news caused great weep-
ing and wailing among the Quraish. :

The GQuraish now beeame thoroughly
alarmed. They saw that Islam was spreading
rapidly. Powerful men like Hamza and
Omar had joined it, and a few men and
women of almost every family of Mecca had
hecome Muoslims. “If we do not do some-
thing quickly and put a stop to the growth of
Islam, before long the Muslims would become
too powerful and we would be lost. Our
power would be gone and nobody  would
respect us any more.” So thought the chiefs
of Mecca.

Accordingly, they held a council and
decided to starve ocut the family of Hashim.
All the families opposed to the Holy Prophet,
therefore, made an agreement among them-
gelves that they would neither give their
daughters to Hashimites nor take theirs in
marriage. They would do no buying and
selling with them, nor let them have any
foodstuffs, nor, indeed, have anything to do
with them, until the Hashimites should agree
to deliver up Muhammad (peace and the
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blessings of Allah be upon Him), so that they
might slay him. The agreement was written,
gaals were put on it and it was hung up in the
Kaaba.

All the members of the family of Hasghim
pow moved into the guarter of Abu Talib and
the siege began. This happened in the
geventh year of prophethood and the siege
continued for fall three years The people
soffercd fearfully from hunger and want.
Sometimes they had nothing but leaves of
trees and dry skins to eat, Some of them had
relatives among other families. These would
somebimes throw in quantities of foodstuils
when nobody was looking. During the sacred
months of the pilgrimage, when fighting was
forbidden, they would come onb and buy food-
gtuffs from other tribes. They gould do no
business and became very poor They could
not buy enongh food to last the whole year.
Lady Khadija spent away almost all her money
in helping the poor. There was 80 much
distress that women and children conld be
heard outside crying from hunger:

At last, some of their relatives tock pity
on them and made up their minds to putan end
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to the blockade. They went to the Kaaba and
tore up the agreement. With the exception
of & few obatinate enemies like Abu Jahl, all
wera satisfied and the siege was raisad.

T'wo heavy sorrows fell upon our Holy
Prophet soon after. His nocle Abu Talib,
who had stood by him against his enemies,
died at the age of eighty-five. His dear wife
EKhadija also died shortly after. The Prophet
was then fifty vears old. Their married life
had been a very happy one. Khadija’s com-
pany was a source of bliss to him. Now he
was left alone with none to comfort him. And
thus closed the tenth year of prophethood.
On aceount of these two deaths it is called
the “ Year of Sorrow ',



CHAPTER IX.

EmigraTion 1o MEDINA,

Persecution continned. The heart of
Mecca had become hard and they would not
listen to the Prophet. They invented other
methods of persecuting him. Abu Jahl and
other chiefs who were his enemies were his
neighbours. They threw filth in his hounse,
They threw dirt at him when he walked in
the streets. They told everybody that he was
mad and that evil spirits had entered into
him. They set street urchins after him who
hooted and yelled at him.

The Holy Prophet was an extremely brave
man. He was not afraid of diffieulties. No
opposition or cruelty could dishearten him,
He had perfect faith in his mission and he
lknew that he most sncceed. If Mecca would
not listan to him, he would go to others. He
went to Taif and spoke to the chief men of
the city. They too would not listen. They
had close relations with the chiefs of Mecoa
and were under their influence. And they
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treated him more eruelly than the people of
Meoea had ever done. They set the roughs
of the eity upon him. The mob hooted and
clapped their hands and threw stones at him.
Toth the legs of the Holy Prophet (God bless
him) were wounded and his shoes wera filled
with blood. If he stopped anywhere to take
breath, they pulled him up by hand, pushed him
forth and threw more stones at him. Thus
the ruifians pursued him for bwo or three miles
out of the city, until the Holy Prophet took
refuge in a garden. The owner of the garden
was 8 Meccan. He saw the Prophet, toock
pity on him, and knowing that Mubammad
was a noble-born citizen of Mecoa, sent him
bunches of ripe and delicious grapes set in a
tray by his slave. The Prophet spoke to
the slave and told him who-he was and what
he tanght. The slave listened, fell at his feat
and became o Muslim,

The Holy Prophet refreshed himself with
grapes and then opened his heart for prayer.
He prayed, “ Lord! If Thou art not displeased,
T have no fear. Forgive these peopls, for
they know not what they do, and gnide them
to the truth,” Such was the heart of our
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Holy Prophet. He was merciful and forgiv-
ing even to his bitterest enemies.

The Holy Prophet now returned to Mecea.
He preached to whoever would listen. But
the opposition was too great and success was
small. Then came the annnal pilgrimage. As
usual, the bribes of Arabs gathered from all
gides mnd pitched their tents on the plain of
Okaz where the famous twenty days' fair was
held. The Holy Prophet went to tribe after
tribe. The Meccans went with him to warn
the people against him. “This man,” they
would say, “has torned from the religion of
his forefathers. Do not listen to him."” There
were some who liked his teachings, but they
were afraid of the Meceans and their own
relations and would not become Muslims, At
last one night the Holy Prophet met a party
of six men from Medina. The Prophet
enquired who they were. They said, they
belonged to the tribe of Khazraj The
Prophet’s great grandmother Salma belonged
to this tribe. The Prophet preached to them
and they became Muslims. And these men
carried the message of Islam to Medina.

The following year at the Haji time
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twelve more men eame from Medina and met
the Holy Prophet secretly at a place called
Agaba, This place is famous in the history
of Islam and its name must be remembeored.
They became Muoslims, but asked the Holy
Prophet to send with them an older Muslim
who should teach them Islam. The Holy
Prophet sent Mus'ab bin Umwir with them
and they returned to Medina.,

Mus'ab worked wonders. There were
two Arab tribes settled in Medina, Aus and
Ehazraj Mus'ab went from house to honse,
calling upon the people to become Muslims.
He met with groab success, and large numbers
of both tribes accepted Islam. When the
time of pilgrimage came roond again next
year, saventy-two Muslims went from Meding
with Mus'ab to meet the Holy Prophet, The
whole thing was kept secret and even the
men of the caravan of Medina who wera not
Muslims did not know what their real inten-
tions were. When the pilgrimage was over
and the great fair was about to break up, they
met the Holy Prophet at Agaba at midnight.
The Frophet's uncle Abbas, though not a
Muslim, went with him and =aid to the Muslims
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of Medina, “ Muhammad has lived among us
in safety. We have defended him and will
defend him to the last. Buot he wishes to go
and live among you. Are youn strong enough
to defend him?" A man of Medina also said,
“Yeg, brathren! Think well over the matter.
It means war with the whole of Arabia." One
of the chief men replied, “We know it, we
know it. We have been born under the
shadow of swords and will defend him with
our blood.,” They took the pledge. One by
one they took the hand of Mohammad (peace
and the blessings of Allah be upon him!) and
swore that they would defend him with
their lives and property, Then as silently
as they had gathered, they dispersed in the
darkness of the night and went to their tents.

The tribes of the pilgrims went to their
homes. A few days later, the Holy Prophet
asked the Muslims of Mecca to leave the city
and go over to Medina. Secretly and silent-
ly, by twos and threes, they left until a
hundred families disappeared from Mecca,
Whole quarters of the city were left empty.
Only the Prophet himself and two of his com-
pranions, Ali and Abu Bakr, were left benind.
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Just think of it. The people of Mecea
were only his enemies, because he was the
principal canse of their trouble. They did
not eare much for his followers. If they
could slay hiin, his followers would disappear
of themselves. Buob the Holy Prophet wasa
faithful leader and a fearless man. He did
not care for himself. He did not care what
happened to him and how he saffared at the
hands of his enemies. He only ecared that his
friends should not suffar. Ha thought of
others first and of himself last. This was the
beauty of his charmcter and it was this cons-
tant care for the safety and comfort of
others that made him great. He had sent away
one hundred men to seek safety in Abyssinia
and himself remained behind in the midst of
his enemies. Now he sent away a hundred
families to Madina and took no thought of
himself until every one had left and gone into
safaty, The lion-hearted Muhammad was
gtill thera to face his blood-thirsty enemies,
Peace and the blessings of God be upon him |

The Quraish now became very alarmed.
They saw that the Muslims had found a safe
home. Medina was not so far as Abyssinia.
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There the Muslims would gather force and
overpower them one day. No time was to
be lost and the final step must be taken ab
once. They held a great meeting in their
conneil hoose. “ What should we do now?"
they asked one another,

“ Chain him and lock him up in a hoose,"
said one,

“Nouse," said another, '"“'Wa besiegad
him for three years, but what came of it?
Better banish him.'"

“That is worse,” said Abno Jahl who
was thirsting for the Prophet's blood, “If
vou banish him, he will join his friends and
misery will fall upon ws. My advice is thab
we pub him to death. Let us take one strong
young man from each family and the party
should go and plunge their swords into his
body all fogether. The blame for the murder
will thus fall opon all the families and the
family of Hashim will not be able to take
ravenge upon them all."

This advice was accepted. The party
waa chosen, and when night fell, they went
and surrounded the house of the Prophet
Now it happened that many people had
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deposited their moneys with the Holy Pro-
phet. The Meccans hated him and wanbed
to kill him. But their faith in his honesty was
s0 great that they still deposited their moneys
with him. These moneys had to be returned
to their owners. So he asked Ali to return
the money in the morning and sleep during
the night in his bed. It was dangerous to
sleep in that bed that night. Buat Ali was
brave like a lion—he is known by the title of
Asad-Ullah, *the Lion of God,"—and the
Muslims were so devoted to their leader that
they were willing to die for him. The
assassins stood before the Prophet's door with
drawn swords ready to cut him to pieces as
goon as he stepped out. Presently, sleep over-
came tham and our Holy Prophet passed out
through their midst. When they awcke, thay
saw 8 man sleeping in the bed. So they
waited, for it was not the custom of Arabs to
enter a man's house to kill him. Ifis said
that an Englishman’s house is his castle. So
an Arab's house or tent was his castle. The
assassins waited, But when the day broke,
they found that it was Ali and that Muham-
mad had cscaped during the night! Peace
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and blessings of Allah be upon him!

The Holy Prophet, on leaving hishonse,
went sbraight to the house of Abu Bake, Abu
Bulr had two well-fed camels ready for the
journey. The Holy Prophet took one, paid
the price as he would not take it for a gift,
and both rode out of Mecca, Instead of going
towards the north in the direction of Madina,
they took the road to the south towards Yemen,
for they knew that they would be pursued.
Having travelled a few milus they hid them-
selves in & cave and here they remained three
days. Food and the news of what was hap-
pening in the city were brought to them daily.
When the Quraish dissovered that the Holy
Prophet had escaped, they sent scouts inevery
direction. Some men even reachad the mouth
of the cave in which they were hiding. Abu
Bakr was frightenad. “We are only two,"
he eaid. “Fear not," the Holy Prophet en-
couraged him, * God is with nus" So strong
was his faith and so great his courage! And
God was, indeed, with them, for the scouts
goon retired, and the roads were clear, In
the evening of the third day they left the
cave. Abu Bakr's servant brought round
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the camsls and they took the road to Medina,

The news of the Holy Prophet's escape
had already reached Medina and the people
wera anxionsly waiting for him. After
thirteen days’ journey, the party arrived at
Quba, a emall village near Medina. The Holy
Prophet alighted here, and here the residenta
of Medina cams to greet him and welcome
him to their city. The pecple were glad that
the Holy Prophet had come to live in their
midst, The Prophet stayed at Quba fora
few days and boilt a mosque there. Having
restad from his long journey, he went to the
city. The Muoslims of Medina put on their
arms and came to receive him with military
honours. Ewverybody was happy and great
excitement prevailed in the city. Women
gathered on the house-tops and sang theirsong
of weleome @ * The moon bas risen on our
heights.”” The Prophet's great-grandmother
Balma was from the family of Bani Najjar,
and this family gave him a special welcome.
Theair little danghters stood in & row and sang:
“We are the daughters of Bani Najjar and
Muhammad s oor cousin and a very good
oonsin is he." The Holy Prophet, who loved
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little children with all his heart, went up to
them and said, “ Do you love me?™ " Yas,
we do,” replied the little innocents. " And
I love you too,” said the Holy Prophet.

Thus, with drums beating and music
playing and shouts of welcome from all
present the Prophet of Islam entered the city
—as King of Medina. Peaca and the bless-
ings of Allah be npon him !

This event of the flight from Macea is
most important in the history of Islam,
becanze from this time Islam began to make
very rapid progress. It is called Hijra or
Emigration. The Muslim era is dated from
this event. It is written A. H. (which means
Anno Hijri or the Year of Bmigration). Those
Muslims who fled from Mecea and took refuge
in Medina are called Muhajiroon or Refugaes,
and the Muslims of Medina who gave them,
the refuge are called Ansor or Helpers
Peace be upon them all! The event took
place early in the thirteenth year of prophet-
hood and the entry into Medina in September,
622 A. D. Al also escaped from Mecca and
joined the Holy Prophet a few days after his
arrival at Quba.



CHAPTER X
Ar MEDINA

The two tribes of Avs and Khazraj that
lived in Medina have already been mentionad,
There was great enmity between them. Ouly
six years beforethe arrival of the Holy Prophet,
they had fought a great battle, in which lurge
pumbers wera killed on both sides. Peace
was made, but enmity remained, and there
was fear that war might break out between
them at any time. Tha last war had made
them very weak, and both parties desired
peace. Bub thers was no government in the
city and no roler to keep them ab peace,
Therefore, thoy desired to make one of them-
selves king over Medina. Their choice fell
npon Abdullah bin Ubai, a chief of the Khas-
raj tribe. Abdullah was a coward, and like
all cowards he was a hypoerite and a liar. For
& hypoerite it is necessary that he should be
able to make fine speeches, Abdullah conld
make very fine speeches. The people wers
deceived by his smooth talk and thought, he
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was a good man, Both sides respected him.
His influnence was great in Medine, and it is
said, they had made a erown of gold for him.
Bat before he was made king and could wear
the erown, the Holy Prophet arrived ab
Medina, As you know, when the sun rises in
the morning from the east, the moon loses its
light and the stars vanish cut of sight. So it
happened at Medina, Defore the sun of
Mubhammad's glory the little light of Abdallah
bin Ubai grew dim and vanished.

The Holy Prophet was the chief of the
Muslims. The city of Meding was rapidly be-
coming Muslim and Medina wanted a king to
keep peace botween her people. Therefore,
from the time the Holy Prophet entered the
gity, he became its king. Abdullah wished to
be king too. But his hopes were now lost and
he was angry. He was a coward and eould not
fight for the kingship openly. Therefore, he
became seoretly an ensmy of the Holy Pro-
phet, while openly he called himself a friend.
He was a hypocrite and remained a constant
danger to the Muslims as long as he lived.
Under the Prophet's influence the mutnal
enmity of the Aus and Khagzra] gradually died
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out and they became one united people.

There were also Jews at Medina. There
ware three tribes of them: Bani Qainuga,
Bani Nagzeer and Bani Quraiza. They were
artisans, goldsmiths and merchants, coltivated
land and owned gardens of date-palms. They
lent money on interest and were very rich.
Tormerly, the government of Medina was in
thoir hands. Bat their power was overthrown
by the Arabs. There was, therefore, an old
enmity between them and the Arabs, For
some time they were friendly towards the
Holy Prophet. Bub later they became his
snemies. Their story will be told in the next
chapter.

The first thing the Holy Prophet did at
Medina was to purchase a piece of land for
building a mosque on it. He chose & plot. It
belonged to two orphan boys who wished to
give it free. But the Holy Prophet did not
like to cause any loss to them and paid the
price. The Holy Prophet himself tock part
in building the mosque and worked with
others, as he always did. He could work bet-
ter than anybody else and was proud of it. He
was their leader, their teacher and their king.
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His followers raquested that he should not do
heavy work like a labourer. But the Holy
Prophet did not like to sit idle while the
others worked. So he worked with them, for
it was his teaching that honest work makes a
man noble, even if it is ordinary work, and the
noblest is he who works most.

The mosque was completed in a short
time. Its walls were of mud and unburnt
bricks and the roof was of palm leaves. It
was & very simple building, for the Holy Pro-
phet liked simplicity. Heuses for his family
were built next to the mosque. They were
just as simple. On one side of the mosque a
raised platform of earth was built and a shed
was put on it. Poor men who had no homes
of their own lived in it. Their numbers some-
times rose very high, and the Holy Prophet
had much diffieulty in feeding them all
“When one of them married, he had to go and
build a house for himself somewhere else. The
Holy Prophet tanght them und sent them as
preachers of [slam to distant tribes.

Most of the Refugees had left their pro-
perties at Mecca, They had become poor
and means had to be found for their liveli-
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hood. The Holy Prophet appealed to the
Muslims of Medina and asked that every oue
of them should take one Hefugee home
with him and make him his * brother."
This brotherhond meant that the dAnsar
-should divide their properties equally with the
HRefugees. It was a great saocrifice, but the
Medina Muslims cheerfully agreed to it
Every one divided his property,—house, land,
gardens and everything else—into two equal
parts, kept one part with himself and gave
the other half to his Refugee “ brother®. Tt
was & noble thing on thair part to do so, and
shows how they loved Islam and how willing
they were toobey the Holy Prophet. The
arrangament was, howaver, temporary. When
the Muslims obtained more lands, these were
given to the Refugess and the propertiss of
the Ansar were returned to them. Besides,
the Mecoans were born traders. They set up
as shopkeepers and some of them became
wealthy merchants in a few years.

The first few months of life at Medina
were of great hardship. The climate of
Medina was new tothe Meccan Muslims and
many were laid up with fever, Also, there
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wnas much poverty. But the Holy Prophet
enffered most of all. He wonid not acceptb
charity and he spant his own money freely
among the poor. Like a true and faithful
leader he always thought of others first and of
himsalf Jast. Sometimes he had nothing to
eat for two days together. He would be
fainting with hunger, bat his pride forbada
him to speak of it to others,

Bt Tslam made rapid progress at Medina.
No doubt, here too thore were enemies like
Abdullah bin Ubai and his party of hypocrites
" and the Jews. DBut he was free to preach and
meetings and prayers were held openly in the
mosque. There was no need to hide any
more. Daily the Muslims gathered in the
mosque and daily the Great Prophet taught
and won more converts to Islam. People who
were formerly afraid to join him now came
forward without fear and accepted Islam, and
the nnmber of Muslims increased rapidly.
But the fear of the Quraish was still thersa.



CHAPTER XI
Tar BarTie of Bapm

The Quraish were afraid that if the Holy
Prophet went to Medina, Islam would bocome
strong and their power would be lost
Meadina was situated near the road to Syria,
and it was easy for the Muslims, when at
Medina, to stop their trade with that country.
The trade with Syria was a matter of life
and death to the Quraish, and if that trade
wera stopped, they would be ruined. Therefore,
they tried to kill the Prophet and when he
escaped from Mecca. they pot a price upon
his head. They said, they would give one
hundred camels to any man who brought
Muhammad’s head. The Prophet knew it
He knew that any man might eome and Xkill
him to earn the big prize. Therefore, when
he slept at night, armed men kept watch
over his honsa,

Shorty after the Holy Prophet's arrival
at Medina, the chief of the Quraish wrote to
Abdullah bin Ubai: "You have given
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refuge to Mnhammad. Either slay him or
turn him out of Medina. Otherwise we shall
attack your city, kill you all and carry away
your women,” All the Arab tribes were
under the influence of the Quraish and they
had turned them all against the MMuslims,
gepecially the tribes that lived between
Mecca and Medina. Some men of distant
tribos had become Muslims, but they could
not come to the Holy Prophet for fear of
these tribes. It was plain, therefore, thab
there was war between Mecca and Medina,
and there was fear that the Meccans and the
tribes friendly to them might attack Medina
at any time.

The Holy Prophet was the King of
Medina and it was his duty to protect the
city from attack. First of all, he called the
people of Medina together, Jews as well as
the Arabs and the Refugees from Mecca, and
made an agreemant with them, namely :

1. That the Jews would be free to
follow their own religion.

2, That the Jews and the Moslims
would be friends towards one another,

3, That the Jews and the Muslims and
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the non-Muslims of Medina would help one
anocther in case of war,

4. That none of them would give pro-
tection to the Quraish.

6. If any abtack was made upon Medina,
they wonld all fight together to defend it,
and

6. That they would obey the Prophet
in all things,

The Holy Prophet made two more deci-
sions. He decided to stop the trade of the
CQlaraish in order to compel them to make
peace. Secondly, he decided to make treatics
of friendship with the tribes that lived
around Medina. For this purpose partics of
fitty or sixty men were =ent to different
tribes and made treaties with them. Some
tribes agreed that they would help neither
the Quraish nor the Muslims. Some other
tribes agreed that if they were attacked by
any enemy, Muslims would help them, and
if the Muslims were attacked by their
enemies, they would come to the help of the
Muslims. The first year of Hijra passed in
making these treatiss, Not a drop of blood
was shed, and not a pennyworth goods of any



THE BATTLE OF BADR 9%

tribe were tonched,

Early in the second vear the Quraish
made the first attack. They made a raid
upon the pastures of Medina and earried
away the camels of the Holy Prophet. They
wera pursued but escaped. Shortly after, the
Holy Prophet himself went at the head of
two hundred men towards Yanbu., Yanbu is a
sea-port on the Red Sea and those who want
to go to Medina land at this port. There
he made a defensive alliance with the tribes.
This alliance was dangerous to the Meccans'
trade, for the road to Syria passed through
the territory of these tribes.

On his rveturn to Medina, the Holy
Prophet sent a small party of about eight or
twelve men towards Mecca to watch the
movements of the Quraish, At a day's
journey from Mecca they met with a party
of the Quraish, Lkilled one, captured two,
soized their camels laden with merchandise
and returned to Medina. The relations of
the prisoners came from Mecea to obtain their
freedom. They paid ransom for them and
they were set free. But one of them refused
to go, became a Muslim apd settled down at
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Medina. Such things happened fraquently.
The Holy Prophet was kind, his speech was
sweat and hiz treatment of others was so
good that many who came as enemics
stayed with him asfriends for ever, Peace
and the blessings of God be apon him!

A few weeks after this avent, news
reached Medina that an army of 1,000 strong
was marching from Mecca, A righ ocaravan
laden with goods worth £50,000 was returning
trom Syria. They had a fear that the Muslims
would attack the caravan and ssize the goods,
and the army had come for its protection.
The Holy Prophet called a council of war
and asked them whether they ware willing to
fight. Some were afraid. The Quraish wera
too many and the Muslims too few. It would
be like walking into the jaws of death, they
said. But others were prepared to lay down
their lives for Islam and fight any army. By
their agreement, the Ansar were obliged to
fight only if thoy were attacked in Medina,
Would they agres to go out and fight? The
Holy Prophet turned to them. “ Wa2" said
one of their chiefs, “we would jump into the
sea if Your Majesty asked us todo 80, Lead!"
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The decision was made and the command
was given. All Muslims capable of bearing
arms were called out to gather under the
flag of Islam. There was great enthusiasm
at Meding. Even voung boys came ounb
They wera turned back. They wept because
they too wanted to fight for Islam. But they
were too young and could not be taken to
the battle-field. There was fear lest the
Jews and the hypoorites should make any
trouble in Medina in the absence of the Holy
Prophet, Therefore, the Holy Frophet ap-
pointed a deputy over Medina and another
over Quba, After making these arrange-
ments, he set out towards Mecca ab the
head of 313 men, About eighty of them
were Refugees and the rest were Ansar.
This brave little army bad between them
only two horses and seventy camels, upon
which they rode by turns,

The Meccan army, on the other hand,
came with great pomp and pride. They felt
very sure of their victory, Wherever they
halted, they killed ten camels to feed the
army, played music and drank and danced.
When they had gone a few days’ journey, they
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reseived a message from Abu Sufian, the leadar
of the earavan which was coming from Syria,
that the caravan was safe and that the army
should return to Meeca. Many people now
wished to return. But Abu Jahl, who was
aver thirsty for the Prophet's blood, wonld
not agree. He made fiery speeches, called
those men cowards who wanted to return and
urged them to go forward. * We will go as
far as Badr,” he said, "if we find tha Muslims
there, we will fight them and kill their
Prophet. If we do not find the enemy, we
will stop thers, eat and drink and make merry
for three days, and then we shall return.
In this way, we shall win great hononr among
the Arabs'" They agreed. But some men
returned, and the remaining 960 men marched
towards Badr. Among them were 100 horse-
men, all elad in coats of mail

The small village of Badr is about seventy
miles south-west of Medina on the road that
leads from Mecea to Syria. Four or five days
after leaving Medina the Holy Prophet
reached this village, The Meccans also arriv-
ed about the same time, and on the following
day, March 16, 824 A. D, the battle of Badr
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was fought. The Holy Prophet himself put
the army in order of battle. Three great
warriors of Mecca first entered the field and
Hamza, Ali and Obaida went out to meet
them. Hamza and Al killed their opponents,
Obaida was wounded, but his opponent was
killed by the other two. The battle then
bacame general. Many brave deeds were
done on both sides, but before half the day
was gone, the Meccan army of 960 strong was
broken and severely defeated by the small
army of 818 Muslims. The Quraish lost seventy
men killed and as many taken prisoners, while
the Moslims lost only fourteen men. The rest
of the Quraish fled from the field, leaving all
their baggage and camp property in the hand
of the victors, Abu Jahl and the other chiefs
of Mecca lay dead on the field.

It was a great victory, and the battle of
Badr is considered the most important in the
history of Islam., The Quraish were the
chief opponents of Islam. Their power was
broken and the whols of Arabia began to
look up to Muhammad (peace be on him) as a
groat general and a powerful king.

The Holy Prophet now buried the dead,
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his own as well as those of the Quraish, and
returned to Medina. The heathen Arabs
nsed to kill their prisoners. Bot the Muslims
treated them kindly, and the Holy Prophet
permitted them to purchase their freedom.
Those who were rich paid the ransom and

Awent home. Those who couold read and write
wera asked to teach the children of Madina
and were then set free. Those who were too
poor to pay nor could teach were let go out of
charity.

Among the prisoners was the Holy Pro-
phet'zson-inlaw Abul-Aas who had married his
eldest danghter, Lady Zainab. The Muoslims
did not like to take ransom from him and set
him free out of their love for the Holy Prophat,
Lady Zainalb was still at Mecca, because her
husband who loved her well had not allowed
her to go to Medina, Now he sent her to the
Holy Prophet. Some fime later he himself
became a Muslim and settled down at Medina.
The Prophet's second daughter Rogayya had
been married to Usman, She fell sick and
died while the Holy Prophet was at Badr.
Usman then married the FProphet's third
davghter Umm-i-Kulsoom. Some months
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after the battle of Badr, the Prophet’s young-
ast daughter, Lady Fatima, was married to
Ali. For her piety, charity and many cther
virtues. her name is very famous in the history
of Islam. She became the mother of two
sons, the well-known Imams, Hasan and
Husain, Those who are called Sayyads are
descended from her through these two sons.

I have said in the last chapter that there
were also Jews at Medina. There was
ancient enmity between them and the Arabs.
So long as the Aus and the Khazrajtribes
wera divided, they exercised great power over
them. Many of them were in their debt.
The Jews were aducated and clever, while
the Arabs were ignorant and simple. They
desired that the two Arab tribes should
remain disunited, so that they themselves
should remain powerful. PBut when Islam
came, the Aus and Ehazraj became united
and powerful. The power of the Jews was
broken and they were angry,  Also, the
Meccans wrote to the Jews that they should
kill the Holy Prophet. In a short Gime
they became bitter enemies of the Holy
Prophet. They abused him. They lavghed
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at the Holy Quran. They spread scandals
against innocent Muslim women. They made
mischief in the city and tried to make Muslims
fight among themselves. By their treaty with
the Heoly Prophet they were to consider the
Charaish of Mecea as their enemies and to be
friends with the Muslims. Instead, theyenter-
ed into a secret leagne with the Quraish and
locked for an opportunity to slay the Holy
Prophet.

Bani Qainuga were the first Jewish tribe
to take up arms against the Heoly Prophet in
open war. A Jew insulted a Muslim woman,
He was killed by a Muslim. The Muoslim was
killed by another Jew and thus the war
started. All wars started like that in Arabia.
The Holy Prophet tried to make peace, but
the Jews insulted him and called him to war.
They were besieged in their forts. The siege
lasted fifteen days and then they surrendered.
They agreed to accept any punishment which
the Holy Prophet chose. Abdullah bin Ubai,
the chief of the hypocrites who wastheir friend,
requested that they should be banished. So
they were banished to Syria. This event took
place a few weeks after the battle of Badr,
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Tae Barrie oF OHOD,

Wa now return to the Quraish. They
had lost seventy men in the battle of Badr.
Sorrow wase in every home, and every citizen
of Mecea was thirsting for revenge. The
leadership of the Quraish was now in the
hands of Abo Sofian who, soon after, made a
raid upon Medina, burnt a few houses and
hay-stacks in a village thres miles from the
city and returned to Mecea. He was pursued
but escaped.

(reat preparations were now made ab
Meces. Help was taken from other tribes
and money was spent freely. One whole
year was spent upon these preparations. In
March, 625 A. D, Abu Sofian marched [rom
Mecoa with an army of 8,000 strong. Among
them were 200 horsemen under the command
of the great Khalid bin Walid and 700
warriors wore coats of mail. Fifteen ladies
of high families also went with the troops to
fire up the warriors with their songs on the
battle-field. They made their camp on the
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plain at the foot of the hill of Ohod, a few
miles from Medina.

It was Thursday. The Holy Prophet learnt
of their arrival and their nmmbers, Strong
guards were placed at the gates of the city
and armed men kept wateh over the Prophet’s
house at night. On Friday morming he called
the Muslims together and consulted them,
The Holy Prophet was for staying in the aity
and defending it from inside. DBut they
decided to go oub and fight in the open field.
In the afternoon, after the Friday prayer was
over, the army marched towards Ohod.

According to the treaby, the Jews, too,
ought to have gone to the battle. But they
refused. Abdullah bin Ubai, the hypoorite,
went with the Muslims. Early on Saturday
morning the Holy Prophet, keeping the hill
of Ohod behind him, arranged his forces in
order of battle. Suddenly, Abdullah bin Ubai,
the coward, left the field with his 500 men and
returned to the city. The Muslim army was
now only 700 men, of whom one hundred were
clad in coats of mail. Lest there should be
any attack from behind while the Muslims
were fighting the enemny in front, the Holy
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Prophet posted a party of fifty archers at a
suitable place. He gave them striet orders
that they should not leave the place for any
reason, even if the Muslim army was vioto-
rious, until he gave orders,

As usual, the battle began with single
fighta, A Curaishite warrior came and ealled
for a warrior. Ali leapt forward like a lion
and cub him down. Ancther Quraishito cama,
and Hamsza, shouting “ I am the son of Abdnl
Muttalib, " eut the fellow in two., The battls
then became general. It was an unequal
fight. Thers werse 3,000 men on one side
and only G50 on the other. But these fought
like lioms. Before long, they broke the
enemy's lines and put them to flight. The
Muslims were victorious and began to plunder
the enemy's camp.

Just then ocourred a fatal mistake which
turned victory into defeat. The fifty archers,
who had been told not to leave their post
on any account, left their place and fell to
plopdering. Khalid saw their mistake and
with a force of cavalry attacked the Munslims
in their rear. The foot soldiers of the Quraish
also returned to the attack and the Muoslims
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were surrounded on all sides. A flerce battla
followed. Many Muslims were slain, but thay
went on fighting bravely. Presantly, the ory
arose that the Prophet wasslain. The ery
was false, but it made many Muslims lose
their hearts. DBut within ten or fifteen minu-
tes, the Holy Prophet was found safe and
sound. The Quraish hated the Prophet most
and wished to kill him alone. Therefors, their
whole army turned towards the spot where
be was standing. They attacked the Prophet
and wounded him severaly. They would have
killad him, but the Muslims came up in time,
They surronnded him on all sides and built
a solid wall around him with their bodies.
Arrows and swords fell thick and fast, but
none could reach the Prophet. At last, the
Holy Prophet and the Muslim army went up
the hill and the enemy was beaten back.

The Muslim losses were heavy. Seventy
men were killed. Hamza was slain, While
the men were fighting at the foot of the hill,
the savage women of the Quraish did a horri-
ble thing. They cut off the ears and noses of
the Muslims who had been killed, Hind, Abu
Sufian's wife, made a garland of them and pat
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it round her neck. She cub open the body of
Hamza, tore out the liver and began to chew
it. Soch was her hatred of him. There were
also women in the Muslim army. They gave
drinks to the warriors and looked after the
wounded. Lady Fatima washed the wounds
from the face of the Holy Prophet and stoppad
the blood with great difficulty. After taking
a little rest, they buried their dead and return-
ed to Medina.

Had the Quraish won the victory ? They
ware not sure. The Muslims were still strong
and could fight and the Holy Prophet was still
alive. They thought of making another
attack, but the Holy Prophet sent a party
after them and they fled to Mecca. There
was much weeping over the dead in Medina.
The Holy Prophet comforted them and told
them to have patisnce.

Defeat in the battle of Ohod had a
very bad effect on the desert tribes. They
used to gather annually at Mecca at Hajj time
and were naturally under the influence of the
Quraish, Robbery was their profession and
Islam was its strongest enemy. They saw
that if Islam became strong, they wounld not be
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able to do their plundering. Tha great
victory at DBadr had pot some fear of the
Muslims in their hearts. But the defeat at
Ohod made them raise their heads again.
They began to make raids upon Medina, und
the fourth year of Hijra was all taken up
with defending the city from their raids,
These savages wers very teacheroos.
They came to Medina, told lies and said,
they wished to become Muslims. Thay took
Muslim missionaries with them to teach them
Islam and then killad them all. On one
occasion, the chief of a tribe came to the
Holy Prophet and begged that some mis-
sionaries should be sent with him to preach
to his people. The Holy Prophet sent
seventy men who were all learned in the
Quran, They were treacherously slain and
only one man escaped to tell the tale, On
another ccoasion, messengers came from two
tribes, saying that their tribes had accepted
Islam and they wanted teachers. The Holy
Prophet sent ten men with them. When they
had gone far from Medina, they were sud-
denly surrounded by 200 men. Eight of them
were killed and two were made prisoners.
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The prisoners were sold to the Meecans who
axecuted them publicly. They met their death
vary bravely. One of them, Khubaib by name,
died singing of his love for Islam. The other
martyr, Zaid by name, was asked by Abu
Sufian hefore his death, * Would you not be
glad if Muhammad were slain in your plaga 2"
“ By God ", replied Zaid, “ I would rather die
than see o thorn injure the foot of Mubam-
mad ! Suoch was the spirit of early Muslims,
and sach was the love that Muhammad had
put in their hearts. Peace be upon them
all!

Wob only the desert tribes were up in
arms, but the Jews of Medina also were
looking for an opportunity to kill the Holy
Prophet. There were two tribes of them still
in Meadina, Bani Nazeer and Bani Quraiza.
The Bani Nageer had secret relations with
the Meccans, They helped the Meccans in
their wars against the Muslims, althoogh
by treaty they ought to have helped the
Muslims and should have had no con-
nection with the Meccans, On one occasion,
they asked the Holy FProphet to come
and talk with their priests. If the priests
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were convinced, they said, they would accept
Islam. The Holy Prophet replied, he could
not trust them until they made a new treaty.
This they refused to do. On another occasion
they asked him again. The Holy Prophet
went, but fonnd that they werse preparing
to kill him. So he returned.

A few months after the battla of Ohod,
the Holy Prophet went to the quarter of Bani
Nazeer to collect some money to pay blood
money for two men who had been killed by
accident. They asked him to wait. The
Holy Prophet stood in the shade of a wall,
A Jew went up to the house-top to throwa
millstone upon his head. The Holy Prophet
came to know of his evil intention in
time and immediately returned to his own
place. A message was then sent to them to
leave Medina. They refused and war was
declarad.

The Muslims were called to arms and
the Bani Nazeer were besioged. Abdullah
bin Ubai, the hypoerite, sent them word that
he and their Jewish brethren, the Quraiza,
would come to their help, But nobody came
and the Nazeer surrendered after standing
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fifteen days' siege. They were banished from
Medina and were told to take away as muoch
of their property as they could earry on their
camels They left with great pomp, with
drums beating and women singing and play-
ing upon their tambourines. It was the jolliest
procession the people of Medina had ever
ENT R

CHAPTER X1

Tee BarrLe or THE DiTon

Some of the leading men of Bani Nazeer
settled down at Khaibar, a rich valley in the
north of Medina which was then in the pos-
segsion of Jews. From there they began to
spread mischief in the country. They made
an alliance with the Quraish, visited many
tribes and induced them to prepare for a great
battle against the Holy Prophet. Some of the
tribes gathered their forces and prepared to
attack Medina. The Holy Prophet sent
troops against them and pub them to flight.
On one occasion the Prophet himself wenk
against a tribe and captured 600 of them. But
he set them free withont taking any ransom.
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The plans of the Jews of Khaibar and of
the Quraieh of Mecca were at last ripe and
in Januvary 627 A.D. they marched upon
Medina with an army of 10,000 men. Many
tribes took part in this attacl. It was like a
combination of many nations to kill one man
—Muhammad (peace and the blessings of
Allah be upon him!) Abu Sufian was their
commander-in-chief. Our Prophet was a
wide-awake man. He kept himself informed
of everything that took place in the country.
He knew exactly how many tribes were
against him and how many men wera
coming to the attack. As soon as he received
information that Abu Sufian was coming with
a large army, he called his council of war.
Salman, & Persfan gentloman who had come
to Mediva and become a Muslim, was also
there. His advice was that a deep ditch
should be dug, which the enemy should not
be able to cross. This advice was accepted
by all. Medina was well protected on three
sides. It was open to attack only on the
fourth side and on this side they dug a deep
ditch. This was a new method of warfare in
Arabia and for this reason this battle is
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known as the * Battle of the Diteh ™, Inthe
Holy Quran it is called the “ Battle of Allies,"
because many tribes took part in it against
the Muslims.

The Holy Prophet worked as usual with
the others. Covered all over with dust,
weary and hungry, he worked from morning
to evening without rest. In twenty days,
before the ensmy arrived, the moat was
ready. Women and children were put in a
fort, and the Muslim army, 8,000 strong, was
posted at different points behind the moat.
A new treaty had been made with the
Quraiza, the Jows, a year before and it was
their duty to join the Muslims in the defence
of the city, But they broke the treaty and
jojned the enemy. Lest they should attack
the Muslims from behind, the Holy Prophat
posted a force of 200 Muslims to watel their
movements.

The battle began. The enemy could not
cross the moat. Therefore, they fought with
arrows and stones, Thus they went on day
after day without doing any harm. The ditch
was narrow at one point, and one day four
Meccan horsemen jumped over it. They
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challenged warriors from among the Muslims,
Amra bin Abdood, who came foremost, was
regarded us a very great warrior. The fiery
young hero Ali, the " Lion of Glod,"” answered
his challenge Amra was the first to attack.
His sword cut through Ali's ghield and struck
him on the forehead. (The shields of the Arabs
wera made of wood and covered with leather.)
Ali struck and cut the fellow down. Two
others were also killed. The fourth man fell
into the ditch and was shot ab with arrows.
He cried out, “ O ye Muslims ! Stop shooting
arrows, for I want a gentleman's death.”
Thereupon, Ali jumped into the ditch and
cut off his head with the sword. To die with
the sword is to die & gentleman's death.
When the men were fizhting across the
ditch, the Jews were preparing to attack the
fort in which Muslim women and children had
been placed for safety. One Jew came to the
gate and looked for a way to attack. The poet
Hpsspan bin Sabit, who had been posted to
guard them, was & goward and could do
nothing. Arab women were brave and a
woman's courage saved the fort. Lady
Safyya, the Holy Prophet's aunt, took a tent
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pole and broke the Jew's head with it. Then
she cut off his head and cast it before the
gate, so that the Jews should think that there
were men in the fort. No more attacks were
made on the women after that.

The siege lasted for nearly a month, It
was winter and very cold. The Muoslims
suffersd greatly from hunger, for no food
conld be bhrought from outside. The enemy's
provisions were also over. If was no easy
thing to provide food for ten thousand men
and fodder for their camels and horses daily.
They also suffered from ecold and hungar,
And one night a strong wind blew, which
thraw down their tents, turned over their
cooking pots and created confusion in their
camp. They lost heart, packed their goods
and ran away. The Quraiza, who had joined
the ensmy, also returned to their fort. When
the day broke, the place was clear and
no enemy was to be seen anywhers. The
battle of the Ditch was over and the field
remained in the hands of the Muslims,

It was now necessary to punish the Jews,
They had broken their treaty at a very
dangerous time. They had joined the enemy,
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whereas they ought to have stood by the
Muslims in the defence of the city. By their
treachery they had put the life of every man,
woman and child in danger. While the
Muslims were fighting to defend the city,
they had tried to attack the fort, in which
women aud children had taken refuge. It
was & very great orime, and by every law,
ancient or modern, their punishment was
death.

Thersfore, as soon as the Meccans and
their allles were gone, the Holy Prophet
commanded the Muslim army to march apon
the Quoraiza. The Quraiza, instead of asking
for forgiveness for their treachery, prepared
for baktle. Ali went forward to call them
to peace. In reply, they abused the Holy
Prophet. They were at once besieged. The
siege lasted a month and then they surren-
darad.

They were in alliance with the Aos and
the chief of the latter was Sa'ad bin Muaz,
a Muslim gentleman. He had fought in the
battle of the Ditch and wasnow lving wounded
in the mosque, The Quraiza requested that
their case should be decided by him. The
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Holy Prophet granted their request. Sa'ad
decided their case according to their own law
of the Bible. The Bible says that whena
place is captured after a siege, the men
should be slain and the women and children
shonld be made slaves, It is a very cruel law,
But the Quraiza had not only bean captorad
after a siege, they had also beon guilty of
vary great crimes. ‘Those crimes are always
punished with death. They were traitors.
They had been traitors at a time of greab
national danger, when the life of every
Muslim was hanging in the balance, For
such traitors there is only one punishment—
that of death. That is the punishment given
to-day and that was the punishment given in
former thmes. Therefore, Sa'ad, the judge
chosen by themselves, decided that the men
of Quraiza should be elain and their wornen
and children should be made slaves. The
gentence was earried out, and from 400 to 600
men were killed.

Had the foolish wretches thrcrwn them-
solves on the mercy of the Holy Prophet,
perhaps their lives would have been sparad.




CHAPTER XIV.
Tae Truon or HUDAIBIA.

Pilgrimages to Mecoa are of two kinds ;
the great Hajj pilgrimage and Omra. The
latter is much simpler than the former and
may be called the lesser pilgrimags, In the
year 6 of the Hijra the Holy Prophet decided
to make the lesser pilgrimage in & sacred
month, in which fighting was forbidden, In
this month, even the worst enemies could
travel in peace. The Holy Prophet hoped
that the Meccans would not oppose.  Accord-
ingly, in Febroary, 628 A. D., the Holy
Prophet with 1,400 of his followers started
towards Mececa.

But when the Quraish heard of his com-
ing, they collected a great army and prepared
for battle. The Holy Prophet put up his
camp at & place called Hudaibia, one march
from Mecea. You will remember that the
Prophet's grandfather Abdul Muttalib had
made a permanent alliance of friendship with
the tribe of Bani Khnzaa. Therefors, they
were still the Holy Prophet's allies. Now,




THE TRUCE 0F HUDAIBIA 119

some of their men came to the Holy Prophet
and told him that the Quraish were prepared
for battle and would not permit him t0 enter
Mecca. The Holy Prophet sent by them the
following message to the Quraish: * Tell the
(Quraish, we have not come to fight. We
have come only to make the Omra. The
Quraish have suffered much by war. Tell
them to make peace with me for a nomber
of years. It is better that they should agres
to make peace. But if thoy will not, 1 shall
fight them till God decides the matter
between us,™

The message was given. The Quraish
agreed and sent a man to settle the terms of
the troce. But no agreement was made and
he went back. The Holy Prophet then sent
oue of his own men, The Quraish killed his
camel and were abont to kill him also, but
gome good men saved him. The Quoraish
then sent & colnmn of troops to attack the
Muslims. They were all captured, bob the
Holy Prophet set them free, Then the Holy
Prophet sent hiz son-in-law Usman to talk
over the terms of the truse, They made him
a prisoner and the news spread thathe was
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killed,

The Muslims were very angry when they
heard this news. Everybody cried for revenge.
The Holy Prophet sat down under a tree and
asked for a pledge of death. One by one they
came, put their hands in the hand of the Holy
Prophet and swore: *'We shall avenge the
death of Usman or die.” The news, however,
proved false and Usman returned in safety.

The Quraish then sent another man, and
after many speeches, the truce was made and
an agreement was written, The terms wera
as follows :—

1. The Muoslims should mturn to Medina
without making Omra.

2. They could ecome the following year,
gtay for three days in Mecea and then re-
turn.

8. They shounld come without arms.
They might bring their swords, but the swords
should be in scabbards and the scabbards
should be in bags.

4. The Arab tribes should be free to
make alliances with whichever side they
liked.

6. The Muslims who were in Mecca

-
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should not be taken to Medina.

6. If any man, Muslim or non-Muslim,
went from Mecca to Medina, he should be
gent back to Mecca, DBut if any Muslim went
to Mecea, * he shall nol be zent back.”

The conditions were very hard upon the
Muslims, Thers were some poor Muslime at
Mecea whom the Quraish were treating very
ernelly. The sixth condition was too unfair,
The Muslims were very angry about it. Thay
did not want such a treaty. "It is a shame
to us ", they said, ** we are willing to fight."
The Holy Prophet advised them to have
patience. * The treaty is mada and we can-
not go back npon it," he said; " God Almighty
will surely help us."

The Prophet was right. Peace be npon
him! The treaty was really a great victory
for Islam. In the Holy Quran itis called a
“olear victory."” The Holy Prophet wanted
peace to preach Islam in the country. Had
the Quraish left him in peace and made no
war upon the Muslims, Islam would have
spread by that time in the whole of Arabia.
MNow that peace was made, Muslims began to
move about freely in the country. Mission.
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aries were sent to distant tribes to preach
Islam. Meccans themselves began to come
to Mediua for trade. They sat with Muslims,
talked with them and learnt about Islam. In
this way Islam began to spread rapidly in
the conntry.

In a short time, the Meccans agreed to
give up the sixth condition of the truce which
was 80 unfair to the Muslims, It happenad
this way. A Muslim fled from Mecca and
came to Medina. Two Meccans came to fetch
him and he was sent back with them. On
the way he killed one of them and fled to the
sen coast, Home more Muslims flad from
Meecea and joined him, and from there they
made themselves a terror to the Meceans.
They plundered their caravans and stopped
their trade with Syria. The Meccans there-
upon wrote to the Holy Prophet that they
gave up the sixth condition. They would
have no objection if the Muslims who fled
from Mecca settled down at Medina. The
Prophet, therefore, sent for the Muslims who
had settled on the sea coast. They came to
Medina and the road to Syria became open

again,
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Ho far, lslam had been preached only in
Arabia. Buob the Holy Prophet had come as
& teacher to all the world, Now thers was
peace in the country. Therefors, the Holy
Prophet thonght of preaching Islam to the
outside world. For this purpose he sent
latbars to the chiefs of distant Arab tribes as
well as to the Roman Emperor, the Parsian
Emperor, the King of Abyssinia, the ruler of
Egypt and to Haris the Ghassanida, who was
now & mera chief nunder the: Roman Empearar,
One of these letters exists to this day. An-
other is said to be in the possession of a
Tarkish prince. In these letters the ralers of
those lands were called upon to accept Islam,
so that their subjects should also follow their
example and become Muoslims,

The Roman Emperor received the Holy
Prophet's messenger with courtesy. The
letter was read in the court. Abu Sofian, who
was then the chief enemy of Islam, was also in
Syria at the time. He had gone thera as usual
with a trade caravan, The Emperor sent for
him and questioned him about the Holy Pro-
phet, Abu Sufian told him that the Prophet
was a man of noble birth, that his followers
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were increasing greatly, that he always spoke
the truth and never broke a promise and that
he was always true to his agreements, “ He
teaches," continned Abu Suflan, * that we
ghould worship the One true God alone and
none other, that we shonld live clean and
pure lives, speal the truth and be kind to our
neighbours." The Emperor's heart was won
over to Islam. Buot his officers and bishops
weare angry. He was afraid of them and
for this reason he did not beeomwe Muslim.

The Persisan Emperor, on the contrary,
was very angry when he received the latter,
He tore up the letter into pieces and insulted
the name of the Holy Prophet. His governor
in Yemen, however, came to Medina and
entered Islam, A short time after this. the
Euwperor was killed by his own men.

The King of Abyssinia became Muslim.
The ruler of Egypt wrote a kind letter in
_ reply, sent presents, but did not accept Islam,

Haris, the Ghassanide, was angry and gave
threats of war.
In this year, two very famous men entered
the fold of Islam: Khalid bin Walid and
Amra bin Aas. Khalid had fooght against
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the Holy Prophet at Ohod and turned the
Muslim victory into defeat. He quistly
left Mooca one day and took the road to
Medina. Oun the way, he met Amra bin Aas
who asked Khalid where he was going.
Ehalid replied, he was going to Medina to be-
come 8 Muslim. *So am I " suid Amro.
They came together to the Holy Prophet
aud becams Muslims. A few years later,
Khalid conquered Syria and Amru congnered
Egypt for Islam.

CHAPTER XV
LKHAIBAR

Next to Meoca, Khnibar was the greatest
centre of opposition to Islam. Only Jaws lived
in this town. The fertile valleys of Taima,
Fadak and Wadinl-Qura, situated near it, were
also inhabited by the Jews. Ehaibar was a
strong place and had six forts. Some leading
men of Bani Nazeer had also settled down
bere after their banishment from Medina.
The Jews of Khaibar took part in the battle of
tha Diteh, and it was throngh their instigation
that the Quraiza had entered the war against
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the Muslims, Mecoa was at peace now, hut
the Jews of Khaibar went on making mischiat,
They made leagues and canspiracies and ing-
tigated the tribes of Nejd to rise against the
Muslima.  Again and again, the Holy Prophet
had to send troops to check the raids of the
Beduins. On one oecasion, they carried off
twenty she-camsls of the Holy Prophet along
with the servant who tended them and his
wife. The animala were recoverad, but the
raiders were let 2O,

The Jews of Khaibar wers at the back
of all these troubles. It was plain that so
long as they had power, the Muslims wounld
have no peace. The Holy Prophet trisd to
make peace with them, but they fell upon hig
messengers and tried to kill them. There-
fore, early in 7 A. H, {Avgust and September,
628 A. D.), the Haly Prophet tock an army of
1,400 infantry and 200 cavalry and marched
upon Khaibar,

Ehaibar is 200 miles from Medina. After
a fortnight’s march, the Muslim army arrived
near the city on an afternoon. Night was
spent there and early on the following morn.
ing, they appeared under the walls of tha
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city. The Jews were surprised. They had
not thought that the Prophet wonld be upm
them in =0 short a time. The Holy Prophet
still hoped that they would agree to make
peace, But his hopes proved wvain and the
Jews prepared for war.

Thereupon, the eity was attacked. Thera
were 20,000 Jews in the city. Buot the Moslims
were fighting under the most masterfol
general of Arabia—Muhammad, on whom ba
peace—and they fought bravely. Five of
their forts were stormed and taken. The
gixth fort, which was called Qamoos, was
very atrong. Many attacks were made upon
it, but all failed. Marhahb, the commander of
this fort, was one of the most famous warriors
of the day. He was strong and brave and
was considerad to be equal to one thousand
men in war.

Ali's eyes were sore and he had taken no
part in the batbtle. Bubt one morning the
Holy Prophet commanded him to go and
attack the fort. Ashe went, Marhab came
forth, with a verse on his lips, to fight him in
single combat. He shouted:

** Ebalbae kmown that T nem Machab,
Beavo and tried and clothed in stesl
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The Arabs were born poets aud EvEry
Arab could make a verse now and then to
suit the occasion. But Ali was a real poet,
and he answered Marhab with a verse of his

own:
' My mesher onlled ma Tdon *
And n Hon of tho desert am I,
Ukly, wild and florcs na ha.'*

As they came closer, Ali gave such a
blow  with his famous sword Zulfiqar
that Marhab's head was cut in two. At
his death the Jews lost heart and the fort
Qamoos was talen,

Khaibar was now in the hands of the
Muslima, The Jews requested that they
should be left in possession of their houses
and lands and that they wonld pay half the
produce of their lands and gardens in rent.
Their request was granted and they were left
in possession of the city. In this battle, the
Jews lost 88 men killed and the Muslims
only 156.

After the conguest, the Holy Prophet
stopped at Ehaibar for a few days. One day
a Jewess asked him to dinner. The Holy

"Hnidaz, ono of the namen of All, Haseat Al was s kandscons
man. Ha called himssll "ugly’ ln this verse bo sarlky foss,
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Prophet aceepted and went. He had put
just one morsel in his mouth when he found
that there was poison in the dinner. He
withdrew his hand and questioned the woman.
She confessed that she had put poison in the
food becaoze she wanted to kill him. The
Holy Prophet never took personal revenge,
80 he forgave her and let her go. But one of
hia companions had eaten more of.the food
and he died. The woman was, therofore,
executed for murder,

The Jewish village of Fadak, not far
from KEhaibar, submitted without fighting,
Some fghting took place at Wadi-ul-Gura.
But the Jews soon laid down their arms and
submitted. The two places wera given the
same terms as Khaibar, The Holy Prophet
then returned to Madina.

You will remember that one hundred
Muslims had migrated to Abyssinia in the
fifth year of Prophethood. Some of them
returned when the Holy Prophet migrated
to Medina, The rest arrived after the con-
quest of Khaibar. Ali's brother Ja'afar
also returned with this party.

One year was now passed over the truce of
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Hudaibia. It was thme for making the lesser
pilgrimage. The Holy Prophet called upon
those Mnpslims, who bad been to Hudaibia
the yoar lLefore and had taken part in
the pledge of death, to  get ready for
the journcy. The Ansar had not visited
Mecesn and the Refugees bad not seen
their homoes for saven years. Therefore, they
were very glad to go. The party left
their arms eight miles from Mecea in the
care of 200 horsemen and entered the city.
The Qnraish did not wish to see the Muslims.
Therafore, they had all gone away to the
hills and left the city empty. The Holy
Prophet and his companions remained three
days in Mecoa necording to the treaty. Afb
the end of the third day, they left and return-
ed to Medina.

In the year 629 A. D. (8 A. H.) occurred
a sorrowful ineident. When the Holy Prophet
had sent letters to the Persian and Roman
Fanperors and to other chiefs and kings, he
had also pent one to Sharjeel bin Amru, the
Arab chief of Bostra in Syria and a vassal of
the Homan Emperor. Sharjecl was a Chris-
tian and was so angry on receiving the letter
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that he killed the Holy Prophet's messenger
To kill a messenger is a most barbarous orime
which cannot be forgiven. To avenge this
wrong, the Holy Prophet prepared an army
of 5,000 strong and gave its command to Faid,
gon of Hariza,

Zaid bad been a slave of Lady Ehadija
and had been given his freedom by the Holy
Prophet. Inthe army wers men like Ali'a
brother Ja'afar and the great soldier Khalid
bin Walid. These were men of very high
birth. There were other noblemen in the
army. They were all placed under the
command of a freed man. The people talked
and said, men of high birth should not be put
under a man who had been a slave in his
early life, When the Holy Prophet heard
of it, he spoke to them. * Ouor religion
is Islam,” he ssid, “and in Islam it
is worth that counts and mnot mere
birth. And it is the duty of a Muslim to
obey his commander, whoever he may be,
Besides, Zaid is quite fit to command.” They
were silenced, The Holy Prophet further
commanded that if Zaid was killed in the
battle, Ja'afar should take up the command,
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and in ease of his death, Abduollah hin
Tawsha, o gentlemen of Medina, should he-
come the commander,

The battle took place at Muta on the
Syrinn horder. Sharjeel had collected a huge
foree of 100,000 men. But the Muslims wera
nob afraid and wade the attack Zaid was
slain in the battle and Ja'afar tock up the
command. He too fell fighting and so did
the third commander Abdallah. Khalid then
took up the command. He was a most flarce
warrior and it is said, he broke eight swords
in that fight. But 3,000 could hardly be a
match for 100,000 men and the best that
Khalid eould do was to retreat in order and
bring the men back in safety to Medina.

Thus ended this sorrowful affair. The
Holy Prophet grieved much over the men
who had been killed, especially over young
Ja'afar who was his cousin and very dear
to him,



CHAPTER XVIL
Tas ConqQuesT oF MECCA.

The Hely Prophet was one day sitting in
the mosque at Medina when suddenly a ery
arose outside. Someons was reading ver
s 1—

“ Have no fear. I will remind Muhammad of
the treaty that was made between us and his
family. Come, O Prophet of God: come to our
help, and call your men to help.”

They were forty men of the tribe of Bani
Ehnzaa who had come riding upon fast
dromedaries. They had come to remind tha
Holy Prophet of the alliance which his grand-
father Abdol Muttalib had made with them,
They wanted his help. Their story was this:
The tribe of Bani Bakr, who wére their neigh-
bours and ancient enemies, had entered into
an alliance with the Quraish after the truce of
Hudaibia. As the Quraish were at peace with
the Muslims and their allies, so the Bani Bakr
too, being the allies of the Quraish, onght tg
have remained at pesce with them, But they
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broke the peace and made a sudden attack
upon the Bani Khuzaa, Ikramah son of Abn
Jahl, Safwan brother of Abo Sufian and some
other chiefs of the Quraish also fought with
the Bani Bakr. The troce of Hudaibia was
thus broken. But that was not their only
orime. Bani Khuzaa went into the sacred
territory (Haram) of the Kaaba where it was
forbidden to fight or shed blood. But the
Bani Bakr and the Quraish pursned them
even into the sacred territory and killed large
numbers of them there,

The Holy Prophet was sorry to hear their
story. He sent a message to the Quraish:
“Here are thres conditions, Take your choice
and do one of them. (1) Pay the blood-money
for the men yon have slain, or (2) withdraw
your protection from the Bani Bakr, or (3)
declare the truce of Hudaibia as ended.”

The Quraish chose the third and told
the Holy Prophet's messenger that the
truce was no more, But when the mes-
senger had left, they thooght they had
done a foolish thing. Therefora, they
sent Abu Sufian to Medina to renew the
treaty. He came, but the Holy Prophet gave
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no answar, He went to Hazrat Abn Bakr,
He went to Hazrat Omar. He went to Lady
Fatima. But none wonld liston to him, Last
of all he went to Hazrat Ali. He too conld
do nothing for him and Abu Sofian returned
to Meecca a disappointed man.

The day for the final decision had now
arrived. The Holy Prophet ordered the Mus.
lims of Medina and the neighbouring tribes to
prepare for war, and in Janvary, 650 A.D,
(8 A.H.) a powerful army of 10,000 fully armed
men marched from Medina. They encamped
within a few miles of Mecca. Orders wers
given that the army should spread ouwt and
light fires. As the night fell, the whole
desert seamed to be alight with fires. It ap-
peared as if a very large army had coms.
The Quoraish knew that the Muoslim army had
arrived. They sent Abu Sufian to sea for him-
salf and make sure. He was caught and
brought before the Holy Prophet. The army
requested that he should be put to death, But
the Holy Prophet wanted no blood to be shed.
An interesting conversation then took place.
“Abn Svfian!” asked the Holy FProphet,
“would you not believe that there is no other
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God but Ope?' “If thera had been, he
would have been of use to us to.day," raplied
Abu Sufian. He accepted Islam.

Morning came and the army advaneed upon
Mecea. Abn Sufian stood on a hill to watch
the army pass. Columns upon columns, each
under its own fag and men clad in steel went
swinging past. Abu Sofian stood in wonder.
“The might of thy nephew is great,” he said
to the Prophet's uncle Abbas, who was with
him. “ MNay, but he is the Prophet of Allah "
replied Abbas. Last of all came the Ansar
On sesing Abn Sufian their commander Sa'ad
bin Ibada said, * Mecca shall know the keen
edge of our swords to-day.” The words wera
carried to the Holy Prophet. He wanted mo
bloodeshed. He at once took the command
from Sa'ad and gave it to his son. Abu Sufian
was sent into the city to offer peace to the
inhabitants. A proclamation was made in
Mecoa that whoever took refuge in the house
of Abu Sufian or closed his own door or laid
down his arms would be safa,

The Holy Prophet entered Mecca by one
gate and the army under the command of
Khalid entered by another. A party of the
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Quraish under the leadership of Tkramah, son
of Abn Jahl, attacked the army and killed two
Muslims. Out came the Muslim swords and
the enemy fled, leaving thirteen dead behind.
The Holy Prophet was very sorry over the
incident. But it could not be helped.

The Eaaba was now cleared. Idols were
broken and thrown out. Pictures on the walls
of the Kaaba were wiped out, and the placae
was made fit for Islamic worship. The Holy
Prophet then made a great spesch. There is
no god but One, he said, and all men are
aqual. The nobility of a man depends upon
his worth, on his conduet, on the purity of his
life and not on his birth, Blood feuds area
sinful thing, be declared, because they are the
canse of wars and bloodshed, and henceforth
they are all forbidden.

The chief men of the Quraish wers now
gathered before him. They were helploss like
prisoners. There were those among them
who had spread thorns and dug pits in his
path and thrown dust upon him, There
ware those who had nearly killed his eldest
daughter Zainab. There were others who
had persecuted and tortured his companions,
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They had tried to kill the Holy  Prophet him-
self. Thoy lLiad driven him and his companions
from their homes and they had gone to fight
against him and instigated others to do the
sine,  Now, they were allthera present before
him  holploss  like prisoners. The Holy
Prophet turned tothem and said in a loud
voice: “Ye men of the Quraish ! Do you
know what I am going to do to you ?"  With
one voice they eried: * Thou arta noble bro-
ther and the son of a noble brother"”

The Holy Prophet replied :—

“ I forgive you all. Go, you are fres.”

Such was the mercy of Mohummad. Peace
and the blessings of Allah be upon him !

There were many people at Mecoa who
wished to beeome Muslims, They conld not
o so from fear of the Quraish. Now thay
cine forward and aceepted Islam, The powor
of Mecca was broken and many became Mos-
lims. DBut all Mecea did not become Muslim
at once. Some of them waited for weeks,
Some men flad from Mecca. They were
called back and given protection, Ikramah
had fled to Yemen, His wife became a Muslim
and asked forgiveness for him. It was given
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and she went to fetch him from Yemen. He
was the son of the Prophet's greatest eonemy
Abn Jahl, But when Ikramah came, the
Holy Prophet got up and went forward to
embrace him !

The Holy Prophet stopped at Mecca for
fifteen days. During these days, the Hawazin,
a great clan of many tribes, had been collect-
ing their forces. When the Holy Prophet
learnt about it, he sent a spy to make sure.
The spy brought the report that an army
of 6,000 strong was encamped in the valley
of Honain, half-way between Mecca nad
Taif. The Holy Prophet at once ordered
the army to prepare for battle. For meet-
ing his expenses of war he borrowed a
gum of BOWOO slver pieces from a wealthy
Meeccan, Another Meccan who was still o
pon-Muslim lent one hundred coats of mail,
and in February, 630 A.D., an army of 12,000
marched towards Honain. Among them were
2,000 non-Muslim recruits from Mecca.,

The Hawazin werz a brave people.
In archery they had no equals in Arabia.
They posted their archers in the passes and
on the hills and had cccupied every position
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of advantage before the Muslim army arrived
on the battle-field. The Muslims were twice
as many as the Hawagzin, They were so sura
of their victory that some of them had not
aven pub on their coats of mail. The result was
very unfortunate.  When the Hawazin made
their first attack, the whole Muslim army fled
before them like sheep. Only one man was
left on the battle-field. It was Muhammad.
Peace and the blessings of Allah be upon
Tyim ¢

The Holy Prophet would not move from
the field, althoogh arrows were falling like
rain abont him. At thiz time of great danger,
ha cried alond : *Iam the Prophet of God.
Itisnotalie. I am the grandson of Abdul
Muttalib™ The Prophet's uncle Abbas was
with him. Abbas had a loud woice. The
Holy Prophet asked him to call for the dAnsar
and the Refugees. He called and the army
returned. Within a few hoors the Hawazin
wera beaten. Part of the defeated army flad
to Taif. The rest were captured along with
thaeir wives and children, camels, goats and
other property. The number of prisoners was
several thousands,
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Among the prisoners was Shaima, the
Holy Prophet's foster-sister aund daughter of
Haleema who had nursed him. When Shaima
was captured, she said to the Muslim soldiers,
“Do not touch me, I am your Prophet's
gister.” Nobody knew that the Holy Fro-
phet ever bLad & sister. He could not
recogniss her. He had left Haleema's
house when he was only a little boy of five
years. Now be was sixty-one and Shaima
must have been about seventy years old, Ehe
was asked to bring proof. She bared her back
and said, * When you were a little boy and I
used to carry you, onmce yon bit me on
the back and thisis the scar of your bite."
And she showed the scar. The Holy Prophet
was very pleased to see his foster-sister. He
stood up, spread his own mautle for har to
sit npon, talked to her kindly and said, “ If
you like, you can come with me to Medina
and live there in comfork, If yon wish tostay
with your own people, I will send you home."
She preferred tostay with her own paople,
The Holy Prophet, therefore, gave her some
camels and goats and sent her home.

After putting the other prisoners in a
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place of safety, the Holy Prophet went to Taijf
and besieged it. Taif was surronnded by a
strong wall. The citizens shut the gates and
rained arrows from the top of the wall on the
Muslim army., The Holy Prophet ordered
some machines to be made to helpin the
siege. The citizens threw red-hot bars of jron
on the machines and burnt them. The siege
continned for twenty days without any gain.
Thera were encugh provisions and water in
the city and it could stand a siege of any
langth. The Holy Prophet called a council
of war. One Beduin chief said, * The fox has
gone into its hole. If wou sit here long
enough, you will catch it. If you leave it
alone, it will do no harm.” The Holy Prophet
accepted the advice, raised the siege and came
back to the place where the prisoners were.
The Holy Prophet had been waiting for
their relations to come and ask for their free-
dom, A deputation now came, They reminded
him that he was brought up among the Bani
Sd'ad, one of the Hawazin tribes, and said,
“ Among those women who are placed in those
huts, some are your foster-aunts and some are
your foster-sisters, cousing and others, They



THE SPREADT OF ISLAM 148

nursod you and fondled you and took you to
their hearts.” The Holy Prophet was deeply
moved. He spoke to the army. They agreed,
and all thoe prisoners were roleased without
taking auything in ransom. DBesides, each
prisonar waa given a suit of clothes.

Thus winning the hearts of the people
with his generosity, the Holy Prophet re-
turned to Medina, Islam spread among the
Hawazin rapidly after this.

CHAPTER XVIL
Tar SPREAD oF IsTam

The battle of Honain was the last great
battle fought by the Holy Prophet. We have
now toseo what he had been doing during these
aight years for the spread of Islam. It should
be remembered that war was only a second-
ary matter. The Holy Prophet never went
to war on his own aceount. That was not his
work. His work was only to teach religion
and morals to his people. That was the work
which kept him busy from day to day. He
fonght only when he was attacked or about to
be attacked. He kept no army. When fight-
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ing had to be done, the samemen, who worked
as shop-keepers, merchants, artisans, peasants,
gardeners or herdsmen in their daily life, tock
up anns at the Prophet's call and fought for
him,. When the fighting was over, they
returned to their cccnpations,  Islam wanted
peace. So long as there were wars, it pro-
gress was very slow. The truce of Hudaibia
gave some peace and within two years
thousands became Muslims. In faot, in the
two years following this ftruce more men
entered Islam than they had done in the
previons eighteen years. In the next chapter
we shall learn of the Holy Prophet's daily
occupations.  Here we will relate how he
gpread Islam.

As we have seen, the progress of
Islam at Mecca was very slow. There was
too much opposition. The Holy Prophet was
not free to preach and men wera afraid to
come to him. Still, some progress was made,
In the fifth year of his mission he sent one
hundred men to Abyssinia. In the beginning
of the thirteenth year he could send as many
more to Medina, There were others besides.
The Bani Dauns lived about two days’ journey
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south of Maeeca. Thair tribal poet Tufail bin
Omar was famouns throughout Arabia, He was
also a chief of his tribe. He came to Mocea,
sw the Holy Prophet and became a Muslim.
Another man, Zamad bin Sa'alba, a chief of
the tribe of Azd in Yemen, alsocamsto Mecca
and after hearing the Holy Quran from the
Holy Prophet became a Muoslim, Abu Zar
(thifari, whose tribe lived north of Mocca
along the road to Syris, also became Muslim
when the Holy Prophet was still at Macca.
When these men went liome, they made more
Muoslims in their own tribes.

When the Holy Prophet went over
to Medina, TIslam spread more rapidly.
For sxample, at the battle of Badr
the Holy Prophet could put only 818
men in the fisld with great dificnlty. The
battle of Chod was fonght one year later and
the Muslim army numbered seven hundred
men, At the battle of the Ditch the number
of the Muslim army reached nearly three
thousand. The truce of Hudaibis gave some
peace and the nomber of Muslims increased
rapidly, so that at the conquest of Mecea ten
thousand soldiers mwarched under the fHag of
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Islam,

The earlior years at Medina were very
unsafe. The whole of Arabia was under the
inflaence of the Quraish and, the refore, inimical
towards Muslims. It waa very diffienlt to send
missionaries to distant tribes. When they

were sent, they were trequantlymurdarud. For.

example, in 8 A. H., a party of gevonty mis-
sionaries was sent at the invitation of adistant
triba. They werc all murdered on the way
and only one man escaped to tall the tale. In
the same year,a party of ten missionaries senb
$o another tribe was also killed and only one
man escaped. Fifty missionaries wera alain in
7 A. H. and fifteen in 8 A. H.

But in spite of all these dangers, Talam
went on spreading. The opposition of the
Quraish, their propaganda agninst  Islum
among the tribes, their attacks on Madina and
their defeats had made the name of Muham-
mad (peace and the blessings of Allah be upon
him) famons throughout the country. Almost
@very Arab had come to know that there was
a man at Medina who was teaching & new
religion, who said that the worship of idols
was o foolish thing and that people should
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pray to God alone. The fear of the Curaish
kept the people away. But their defeat at the
battle of the Ditch gave courage to many and
the tribes of Muzaina, Ashjs’' and Jubaina
became Muslims. In the same year (6 A H),
some merchants came fo Medina from Bahrain
on the shores of the Persian Gulf, They be-
came Muslimes and through them Islam began
to spread in their tribes. The truce of Hudaibis
opened the way for many other tribes and
pecple came to accept Islam from as far as
Yemen.

But the conguest of Mecea in 8 A, H. re
moved all obstacles from the path of Islam,
Arabs had great faith in the Quraish. They
ware the guardians of the Kaaba and the
priests and leaders of Arabia. When their
power was broken and they themsalves began
to enter Islam, the other Arabs also made
haste to accept it. They began to enter Islam
in thousands. In the two years following the
conquest of Mecea, many deputations came to
Medina on behalf of the tribesto accept Islam,
g0 much so that the year 9 of the Hijra becams
known as the * Year of Deputations"” Deputa-
tions came from Yemen, Hazramaut, Bahrain
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and many other parts of Arabia. The Persian
governors of Yemen and Bahrain became
Muslims and their territories became parts of
the Muslim Empire. Oman was also under
Persia. But its inhabitants and their chiefs
became Muslims and Persian authority came
to an end.

Whena tribe accepted Islam, teachers
ware at once sent among them to teach the
religion to the people. Not all the depntations
came to accept Islam.  Some came only o
malke political treaties, for they wished to
remain idolators, But in making these treaties,
permission was always obtained for sending
missionaries in their territories. And thess
missionaries won the people tolslam in a very
short time,

The story of two deputations is interesting
One was from Taif. You will remember that
the Holy Prophet had failed to take the city
and had been obliged to raise the siege. On
that occasion someone had asked him to curse
the city, but the Holy Prophet had prayed for
them: “ My Lord ! Guide the Saqif and send
them to me.” Tha Sagif was the name of the
tribe that lived in the city. The Holy

L e
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Prophet had not yet reached Medina when ona
of their chiefs, Urwa-bin-Masa'od by name,
presented himself before him and became a
Muslim. He returned to Taif and called the
people to Islam, He was met with a shower
of arrows and died the death of & martyr,
Shortly after this, Sakhra-bin-Aila, the
chief of a distant tribe, laid siege to Taif and
awore that he would not raise the siege until
the city surrendercd to the Holy Prophet.
The city at last did surrender and Sakhra car-
riad the news to Medina. A few days after
this, the citizens of Taif held a counecil and
decided te send a deputation to the Hboly
Prophet. The deputation were ready to accept
Islam, tut desired that their goddess Manat
should not ba tonched. © She will destroy the
eity if she comes to know that anyoneis going
to break her,' they said. But the Holy Prophet
gaid, the idol must be broken, Howaever, they
accepted Islam, but said, they would not tonch
Manal. The Holy Prophet then sent two
men, Abu Sufian being one of them, to break
the idol and throw it onf. The women of Taif
wept and called shame upon their men when
they saw their temple being destroyed, Bub



150 THE GREAT PROPHET

thers was no help for it, The temple was
destroyed and a mosque was built in its place,
This was done lest the people should fall back
into jdolatry. Within two years the whole
oity became Muslim.

The other deputation was from the
Christians of Najran. They were lodged in the
mosque which they also nsed as a church.
They stayed for several days and many argu-
ments took place. They said, they wers
already Muslims. Bat the Holy Prophet said,
g0 long as they worshipped the Cross and called
Jesus the Son of God, they could not be Mus-
limz. They were defeated in arguments, bub
they would not accept the truth., At last, the
Holy Prophet said, * Let us both pray to God
that He may decide the matter between us '
Bot they would not agree to that proposal
aither. They agreed to pay tax and were
allowed to go home in peace.

Mecca had been conguersd in January,
630 A, . Islam spread so rapidly after this
that in September of the same year the Holy
Prophet was able to raise an army of 80,000
strong. Rumours had been spreading for
gome months past that the Roman Emperor
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was collecting troops to invade Armbia, At
last, some Syrian merchants brought the news
that he was already on the way. The Holy
Prophet decided to meet him before he entered
the country, It was very hot. There had
beeu no rains, The people were suffering from
drought and famine and were unwilling to go.
There wera large numbers of those who
wanted o go, but had not the means to
go, and the Holy Prophet conld nob
provide for all. In spite of all that, 80,000
went., The Holy Prophet led them in parson.
But on arriving at Tabook, sitoated at four.
teen warches from Medina, he learnt that the
naws was false. There was, therefore, Do
fighting. The Holy Prophet stayed thera
twanty days, made treaties with the Jaws and
Christians of the neighbourhood and returned
to Medina.

Sinee emigrating to Medina, the Holy
Prophet had talken no part in the Hajj pilgrim-
age. Inthe Hajjof 9 A, H. (March 68, A. D)
also he took no part. But he wanted to retain
the Hajj in Islam, so that Muslims should be
abla to meet together omece every year
Accordingly, he changed the Hajjceremonies
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removed the idolatrous parts from it and made
it suited to the pure worship of Islam. He sent
a party of three hundred Muslims under the
leadership of Abu Bakr to perform the Hajj in
the new sbyle and teach the people so. At
the close of the Hajj ceremonies, when the
people were all present, Ali road out the pro-
clamation which is contained in Chapter IX of
the Holy Quran. The proclamation was that,
after that date, no heathen would be per-
mitted to take part in the Hajj and none would
be allowed to go naked round the Kaaba. This
order was very necessary, because otherwise
the two different kinds of ceremonies wonld
have got mixed up and created trouble, Also,
idolatry was dying fast, andin one year more
no heathens would be left in the comntry.
Islam kept spreading in the country, so
that when the Holy Prophet went to perform
the Hajj of the following year (10 A, H.),
100,000 Muslims gathered around him. After
the ceremonies were finished, the Holy Pro-
phet ome day mounted his dromedary (her
name was Qaswa) and addressed the people
from her back. 1t was the longest speech the
Holy Prophet had ever delivered. He spoke

G o BN L o o
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slowly and clearly so that every one heard
word by word. “ Behold! " he said, “ all the
heathen practices of the duys of ignorance I
trample under my feet to-day., WNo race is
guperior to another. All are the children of
Adam and he was made from dust. Every
Muslim s & brother to his fellow Muslim and
all Muslims make one brotherhood. Your
slaves, remember your slaves. Feed them
with the food that you yourselves eat and
clothe them with the clothes that yom your-
selves wear. All the blood-feuds of the days
of ignorance are wiped out, All the interest
on moneys lent is written off, and,.to begin
with, T write off the interest that people owe
to my uncle Abbas. Fear God in the matter
of women. You have righta on your women
and your women have rights over you. Your
lives, your properties and your honour shall
be sacred among you as this day, this month
and this city are sacred. I am leaving one
thing behind with you. If you hold fast to it,
you shall never go astray. It is the Book of
Allah,”

After explaining some other command-
ments of Islam, the Holy Prophet turned to
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his people: “ God Almighty will question
you about me on the day of judgment. What
will you say #"' One hundred thousand persons
apswered with one voice : “'We shall say,
thou hast delivored the message of God and
done thy duty."

Can thera be any greater suceess than for
a whole nation to say that a man has done his
duty ?

This spesch was delivered on three
different days at three different places, so that
the people should remember it well and
carry it to those who had nob been able to
come to the Hajj. * Perhaps I may not see
you again,' he told them, He then bade the
people farewell and left for Medina. A fow
miles from Mecea he halted and made another
speach. I am only a mortal," hesaid, *death
might come any day. I am leaying two things
with yon. The first is the Book of God in
which there is light and guidance. Hold fast
to it. The other is my family. I leave them
into your care,”

It was= the Holy Prophet's last pilgrimage.
It is called the “Pilgrimage of Farewell” It
took place in March, 632 A, D. His work wa,
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done and he saw the end of his earthly life
drawing near. He thought of his companions
who had fonght and died for Islam. He visited
the graves of the martyrs of Ohod. Inthe last
week of May he fell ill. Abn Bakr was
appointed to lead the prayers doring his illness.
The illness increased day by day. One day he
felt strong enough to go to the mosque, After
the prayers he delivered a sermon. It was his
last sermon. In this sermon he warned them:
“Others have worshipped the graves of their
prophets and saints. I warn you not to begin
to worship my grave after my death,” This
commandment he repeated several times
during his illness.

On Saturday, Juna 8, the fever became
vory high. It was worse on Sunday. On
Monday, the 8th of June, 622, about 3 o’clock
in the afternoon, the Great Prophet breathed
hislast. Peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him !

The death took place in the room of his
beloved wife Lady Aysha. The next day the
people came in small parties and said the
foneral prayers. This went on the whole day,
and in the night of Tuesday he was buried on
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the same spot at which he had died. Peace
and the Llessings of Allah be upon him!

CHAPTER XVIIL
Hizs Wonk

The Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace
and blessings be upon him) was most success-
ful in his work. Infact, no teacher had been
ever g0 successful as he was. He became
Prophet at the age of forty and died at the
age of sixty-three* In the twenty-three years
of his prophetical work he changed the face
of the whole country. Warfare was stopped.
Robbery and plundering raids were stopped.
Bloodshed was stopped. Lawlessness was
gone and in its place peace reigned in the
whole country. For the first time in their
history, the Arabs wers united info one
nation and the whole country was brought
under cne flag.

Before Islam, they werea weak people.
The Holy Prophet made them mighty. They

x ;m scconling to ibe luopsr momths, bui sixby-ome
aeconding o tho palar yeams.
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used to be savages. The Holy FProphet
made them & civilized nation. Before Islam,
might was the right. Now there were judges
to do justice between them, and there was
a government to keep peace in the country.
The woal were no longer oppressed. The
orphans were no longer robbed. The widows
were no longer wronged. Girl infants were
no longer buried alive. Instead, people
pow went about seeking the poor to feed
them and to clothe them. The travellers
were helped. The slaves were kindly treated.
Women were honoured and girls were loved.
The widows and orphans were protectad.
MThe differances of high and low were wipad
out and the people were made as brothers to
one another. They used to be ignorant.
Now there were teachers to teach them.
They used to be cruel. Now they became
merciful. Blood-fends were stopped. The
old enmities were dead. Their place was
taken by love and sympathy.

They used to be a sinfal people ; now
they became a virtuous peopla. All the sins
and vices of Arabia were gone. Gambling
was gona, Drinking was gone. The worship
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of idols was gone. The idols themsalves had
gone, and the whole nution worshipped One
God alone.

In short, the conntry was changed, The
Arabs were changed. Their whole nature
was changed. Their hearts were changed.
Cruel, heartless and sinful men were changed
into civilized and God-fearing men. This was
the work of Mohammad. Peace and the bless-
ings of Allah be upon him !

How did he gain soch success? The
georat was this: What he tanght to others,
be himself acted npon ib. The teachings of
Islam are contained in the Holy Quran. The
Prophet's example, called Sunna, is contained
in the books of Hadees. The Holy Quran is
the word of God. It was revealed to the
Holy Prophet in portions and was completed
in twenty-thres years, Every man, woman or
child who became Mupslim was taught the
Holy Quran, Hundreds of them learnt it by
heart, The Holy Prophet taught it daily.
He explained its meaning to the people,
Meetings were held ; lessons were given and
questions were pot. People were free to ask
him any questions. They were free to comse
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to him any time during the day. If any one
had a donbt, he would go straight to the Holy
Prophet and ask him abont it. They crowdad
round him and asked him qnestions upon
questions. He wasnever tired of answering
them. Men and women, rich and poor, all
came and asked him guestions with complete
froodom. He taught them in the mosgue.
Whon he sat to take his food with other
people, he taoght them manners of the
table. Hewounld go into the market and would
toach them to be honest in their dealings. Ha
would teach them what was honest and what
was dizhonest, what was good and what was
bad in business. One day he went to the
market. A man was selling grain, He put
his hand into the heap and felt that it was
wet from inside. He gquestioned the man,
The man said, rain had wet it. **Then
why don't you keep it open, so that the
people should know " said the Holy Prophet.
He visited the market very often and gave
gtrict orders that nobody should give false
measures or short weight or cheat the people
in any other way.

Mo opportunity was lost. Even when they
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were going to fight a battle, he wounld teach
them on the way. He would teach them the
morals of war. He taught them that they
shonld fight only when they were attacked ;
that when the enemy was beaten, he shonld
be treated with kindness ; that women, chil-
dren and old men must not be killed and that
war should be fought only for maintaining
peaca and not for plunder or other worldly
gain, Inshort, whether sitting or walking,
at home, in the mosque, in the street, on the
march or on the battle-field, he lost no
opportunity of teaching good morals.

Our Holy Prophet was very eloquent,
His words uvsed to be foll of meaning. He
spoke slowly and very clearly, so that the
pecple heard and understood every word he
said. In meetings he sometimes said the
same thing twice or thrice, in order that his
words should sink into the hearts of his
listeners,

Inthe last throe years of his life, the
Holy Prophet's work increased excessively,
Before that, he had to govern only Medina,
But from the conquest of Khaibar, the empire
inereased rapidly, until the whole of Arabia
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came under his rule. Governors were ap-
pointed over different parts. Their salaries
were very small  The governor of Mecca got
lesa than four pence a day. Missionaries,
teachers and tax-collectors were sent all over
the country. The Prophet received their
raports, gava them instructions and had fo
supervise their work. Medina and the
surrounding country were governed by himself,
He met the deputations, lookad to theircomfort
and made treaties with them himself,
He visited the market almost daily, In
addition to that, he had to do the work of
teaching. People came from all over Arabia
to see him and tall with him. The work was
too much. It tired him out and he had to
say the early morning prayers sitting. It
is no easy thing to govern a country. It
requires many ministers and much labour,
The Holy Prophet did it all alone. The work
tired him out and broke him down.

The Holy Prophet also helped the ladies of
his household in their domestic work, The
Emperor of Arabia swept the floors, milked the
goats and patched his clothes with his own
hand. The Holy Prophet lived like a poor
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man to the day of his death. Sometimes no
fires were lit in his house for days, for thera
was nothing to eook. Vast amounts of money
ecame from different parts of Arabia in taxes.
The money was distributed among the poor
or spent upon the government of the conntry,
On one occasion, 100,000 dollars worth of
goods came from Bahrain in taxes. [t was
the first occasion that such a large amount
was received. It was heaped np in the mosque.
The Holy Prophet sat by and asked the
people to take away as much as each could
carry. When tha whole amount was carried
away, the Holy Prophet shook the cloth and
came empty-handed home. His charity was
boundless. No man ever returned empty-
handed from his housa, If he had nothing to
give to a poor man, he would give away his
own food and himself go without it. He was
the same in power as he had been in the days
of his persecution at Mecca., He thought of
others first and of himself last. He kept
sums out of public revenues for his personal
expenses. Bub most of the money was spent
in charity or on government, while he himself
hungered.
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The Mupelims loved their Prophet and
obeyed his every word. He became the
Emperor of Arabia, but it made no change in
his way of life. He took 1o special hononrs for
himsslf. Ho sat and talked with the people
like one of themselves,  Oue duy a man from
a distant tribe came to Medina and alighted
from his camael in the mosque.  Hea wanted to
spealc to the Holy Prophet. There were many
men sitting in the mosque, They were sitting
60 like equals that it was difflenlt to say who
was their leader. He looked from one to the
other, bub conld not say who was the Holy
Prophet. At last he had to ask, “ Which of
vou is Mohammad ? " " That man with a fair
fuce—that is Muohammad " someone pointed
ont, Our Holy Prophet had a fair complexion
anid was very handsome, His forehead was
high, his cheat was broad and deep. He was
a very sbrong man, but in his ways he was
swoet, gentle and modest like a girl.

Orphans and widows were his special care.
One of his duily jobs was to vigit the houses of
the poor widows, to fetch water for them, to
do shopping for them and to help them in
every possible way., Even when he bad be-
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come the Hmperor of Arabia, he did these
daily jobs. Adi, chief of the tribe of Tayy,
who had sean tha courts of the Persian and
BRoman emperors, came to visit him onee,
The Holy Prophet took him home., On the
way an old woman meb him, She spoke to
him and tallked to him for along time and
the Holy Prophet listened to her patfently.
“ By God, this is no king, but God's own
man," said Adi to himself.

An old Abyssinian woman used to sweep
the mosque. Suddenly she stopped and did
not eome for saveral days. The Holy Prophet,
who had a kind thought for everybody,
enquired about her, They told him, she had
died. * Why did you not inform me in time ?
I would have said foneral prayers over her,”
said the Holy Prophet. Then he weat and
prayed over her grave. Soch was his humility!

The Holy Prophet was a loyal friend.
Yon will remember the name of Zald bin
Harisa, whom the Holy Prophet had given his
freedom at Mecea. Zaid was killed in the
battle of Mata, When the Prophet received
information, he went to hiz house, His wife
had just bathed and dressed the children. He
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embraced them and kissed them and then
burst into tears. The thought that they had
been loft orphans made him weep. So tender
was his heart | Zaid’s wife at once under
stood that her husband had been killed,

The Holy Prophet was very fond of chil-
dran. He would pat their cheaks if they met
him in the street. He played with them and )
they came to him without fear, They would
ride upon his back and run races with him,
The little ones would sometimes wet his clothas,
bot he did not mind. His grandsons Hasan and
Husain often rode upon his shoulders and
would ask him to run. There was a little boy
at Medina who used to come to him often,
The Holy Prophet called him Abun Amr—
** Father of Amr"—by way of fun. On see-
ing him coming, the Holy Prophet would BAY,
“There comes Abu Amr. Now, my friend,
how is your parrot to-day ? "' ° Fine,” the boy
woold answar, * he can talk now."

The Holy Prophet's heart was full of love
and full of sympathy for all, Ha loved animals
and was very kind to them. He was untiring
in his service fo men In his spesch he
was polite.  His courfesy was unfailing, In
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his morals he was the purest. In his manners
he was the most lovable. For these and many
other virtucs his people loved him more than
they loved their own fathers and mothers or
their ehildren, Peace and blessings without
ond be upon our Beloved Prophet.

THE END
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