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PREFACE

———

Ix writing this aketeh of the life and times of
Mahfirgjé Ranjit Singh I have made large and fre-
quent use of my former works on the eognate sub-
joots ; The Punjab Chiefe, The Rdjde of the Punyab,
wnd The Law of Tnheritience to Sikh Chiefehipe, On
these books several years of my official life, and
sovernl sulsequent years of such leisure as helongs
to Indian offivials, were employed.  They contain in
full detail the histories of all the great Sikh fiunilies
in the Punjab proper and the Cls-Sutly territories,
of the men who were the courtiers, the sdvisers, and
generals  of the great Mahfirijd There wns 10
noble family in the prognge. with whioh T wns not
personally acquainted, aid from their records and
information, sa much ss from official manuseripts
and doguments, the history of the time wns com-
piled. It is thus obvious that I am compelled to
plaginrize from myself To Dr. Emest Trompp's
work on the Adi Granth, I am indebted for some
portion of the mformation containsd in the Chupter
on The Sikh Theoerasy, and to Mr. Dexil Thhetson’s:
admirable Census Report of 1881, for cortain statistics
and deductions therefrom.

LEPEL GRIFFIN,
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The sdministeative divivione linve lalely hesn ehlarged micd
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tih mnrabion.
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They had howevnr Jeen shviosudy nilbmd by Major Carmishasl
Suiyth In Kis sccount of thn reiguiog fuuily of Lahore, aibbough
without soy sskpnwledgment. This msy have lean dus bo pro-
diprblal pegenil for Clundl Qurdners salety nnd



RANTIT SINGH

s
——

CHAPTER 1
I15THODUCTORY

Treny is, pechaps, no more notable and picturesquo
figure nmong the chisfs who ros to power on the
ruins of the Mughal Empire than Mahirijd Ranjit
Singlt, the founder of the short-lived Sikh kingdom
of Lahore, In the stormy days st the beginning of
the oentiry, amid a fieres conflict of mees und ereeds,
he found his opportunity, and seixing it with energy,
promptitude, nnd genios, he wilded the turbulent and
warlike seetaries who followed the tenching of Govind
Singh into s homogeneous nution. Under his strong
and remorseless Tule, the Sikhs, trained and diseiplined
o1 a military system more perfect than had before or
than has been sinee employed in the native States of
India. wore rapidly eonverted into » formidable fight-
ing mnehine, which only broke in pieces when the
folly and weskness of the great Mabfirji's sucoessors
persunded them to uso it agninst the English,

The Sikh monarehy was Napoleonic in the sudden-
ness of ite rise, the hrilliancy of its auccess, and the
complsteness of its overthrow, Like his contemporary,
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Napoloon Bonaparte, the Malirdji of Lalors failed to
found s lesting dynasty on the ruins of the petty
Stutes, Rijput, Mubammadan, and Sikh, which he in
turn attacked and distroyed. His wictoriea had no
pernuanent resuld; his possessions, like s faggot of
sticks, hound togethor during his lifetime by the foroe
of bis imperious will, fell asunder the moment the
restraining band was ssvered. His throno and the
tradition of his powor and greatness passed into the
hands of incvmpetent suceasors, who allowed the ship
of the State to drift on to the rooks in irmemedinble
wreek. [i is very emsy to streteh historieal parallols
oo for, but the likeness between the chameoter and
fortunes of Napaleon and Henjft Singh is not umly
striking in its superficial rescmblance, but inlaresting
a8 showing how similar conditions work oul the sains
resilés in Asin s in Horope; smong Frenchmen
intoxiosted with the first trivmphant revoll sgainst
foudnl tyranny, and Sikbe freeh from s revolt as
momentoons ageinst the crushing spiritual despotism
of Brihmanizm. The revolutionaries of the West and
the East found their masters in Nspoleon and Ranjit
Singh, men of military gonivs. absolutely aeltish,
pitiloss and immoral ; but the power they ssizell they
wore unable to transmit to others, It is troe that
Napoleonism lind in- our day a late revival, but it
did no more than emphasize the fact that adventurers
Ao nob essily found dymsties, The popalar obedi-
unce is willingly given to the groat eapinin, the leader
of mon, who seens in the desaled syes of the people
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w0 embody the spirit and glory of the country,  Balb
the glamour s personal to the man and does nob
trmnsfignre his Lieirs wnd successors,  Then, the throne
founded by genius is seen to be s poor, tawdry thing,
on the steps of which stand a erowd of gready,
unserupulous parasites; who have no thought but of
anriching themselves st the expense of the people.
Dhigeipline and obediones give pluce to conspimey and
rovolt ; enthuslasm is succeoded by contempt; sill
are lony, the mushroom dynasty is extinguished
amidst the langhter of those who applauded ita birth,
As it wos with Napoleon and the Sceond Empire, 20
waa it with Ranjit Singl and his son Eharak Singh
aund the bastards who quarrelled over the inheritance
of the Lion of the Punjab,

Far difforent ia the fste of suguat and sneiont
dynnsties whose bereditary dignities have deseended
in an unbroken line through many gencrations.
Thesa full, it 18 true, by the vices and recklessness of
thoir representatives, ss history has often shown.
Hut how many chances are in their favour, and how
eriminul s the wenknwss and how abject the fally
which aliennte the easily retained affection of a
nation !  Whatever may be said of the divine right of
kinigs, it would seem that the stars in their courses
fight on their behalf ; that something of divinity
hedges thim about ; thoy are the object of a respieot
and love which is worth more to them than sruies
in battle aremy : the immemorinl sentiment of man-
kind demandivg s mastor, the weaknoss of humanisy
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aslcing to be ruled, sre the very foondations of their
thine, A single mistaks or & pungent epigram may
cast the heir of an sdventurer his erown ; I:ut._t.hu
hareditary raler ean securely sit, like the Olympinn
gode, above the thunder. Il mistakes are speedily
forgotten, his follies are forgiven unto seventy times
sovan, sod, if he falls, it i= less from the waywaniness
of fortune than from his own Jdetermination to oom-
mit political smieide

If this be the case in Euarope far more is it soin
India, whose conservatism is intense, aid where pre-
seription and trdition mnd heredity outweigh, in
populir cetimntion, any pomonnl virtoes of & miler.
In & eountry in which robbery and murder were
hionoured as hereditary occuputions, and where-dancing
girls place their frugile virtue under the spesial pro-
tection of o deity, it will mudily be undirstood thut
the splendid attribotes of kingship gather around
them & reverenee and aothority which are all but
jmpregnable.  Indian history, filled as it is with royal
entastrophes nud nssassination and ehanging dynasties.
dues niot, if read wright, conflict with thie popular beliel
in tho divine right of kings even to rule badly.
Inidia hae had stormy exporionces, and fta rieh pro.
vinees have been for many hundred years the coveted
prize of suceessive hordes of invaders from the North-
Wost, who have swept over the continent lesving
ruin behind them, while the many hostile mess and
uations which muke up He populstion have always
been engaged in internceine irife.  Bul the heart of
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the peopls of any particulsr State has almost in-
yariably remainsd loyal to the hereditary logal
dynasty, and in good and evil fortune they have beon
willing to saerifice themselves in its defense,  Those
principalities which livye heen strong enough to
resist attack like Udaipur, Jaipur, and Jodhpur, or
whish have bean happily placed far from the path of
nvaders, or hidden in the distant reecsscs of the
Himalayae, such as Chambs, Mandi, and Suket, have
exisbed under the rule of families so sneient that their
genealogies are lost in prehistoric mist, and they
proudly cisim their aneestry in the Sun. Prinos
good and bad, beneficent and tyrannical, have rled
these States: bub the people have socepted them, ene
and all without s thought of revolt or rosistance;
and these same families will probably be still sequrely
reigning over their sncient principalities when the
conguest of Indie by FEngland will be taught ns
aneient history in the Board Schools of & distant
future. Many of thess chiefships are ae poor and
wuak as they are obscure and insignificant ; & ruined
castle, o fow square miles of mountain and valley, a
faow hundred ropess of revenus, and an anoy the
soldiors of which may be counted on the fingers of
one hand. It is not material force which has given
them o perenin) strean of vitality. They have
strtick their roots deep, as trees grow in the rain aod
the soft air; they have, es it were, become one with
pature & part of the divine and established ordér
of things ; and the simple Bijput peasant no wory



4 RANTIT SINGH

questions their vight to role than he rebels ngainst
the sunshine which ripens his harvest or' the storm
which blasts it,

‘fhere are many principalities to-day in India,
some of them of the fiest rank, whoss history would
seem, on superficial examination; to rofuta the ides
that for the military adventurer the path of suoccess is
a diffienle ooe, The great State of Haidarfbid was
founded by n rebellious vicaray of the Delhi emporors |
the Marfthd Stutes of Baroda, Gwalior, and Indore,
and the Muhsmmaldan chisihip of Bhop&l wers
formed, in the last century, by suceessful generals of
absoure ongin; and the Malirdjis of Kashmir wero
erented by the British Government in 1846, Butit is
most improbable that the mling families in thess
States would have retained the powsr which was
seized by their founders, had it not bean for the sir-
numstance that a strange and ynknown voleanie foree
madls ita way through the soft and yielding strata of
Indian socivty and erystallisad them into their present
form. This force was the rising power of the English,
which, Uirough the vighteenth and ninéteenth een-
turies, ever ineressed in intensity. ‘The vietories of
the Hritish Government were won by gallantry or
diplomacy, by fores dr by frand ; but its advanes
though rometimes eliseked, was nover long dalayed.
All the warlike races in Indin threw themselvos by
turng on this new und lerrible envmy and wers
shutterod and repalsed ; till, at last, it stood revealed
as-the sole inheritor of the Empire of the Moghals and
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commanded pesce throughout the eontinent, a poes
whiely, with the single exesption of the Mutiny. has
remained unbroken for forty-five years. The Réjés
and Nawibs who happened to be in possession when the
Fnglish enforced their supremacy were confirmed in
their rights.

Heuti possidentes. Whatever may have been the
method of acquisition, it was not for the English to
question the divine right of eonquest, or to deny that
the sword was a valid title to inheritance. Thus it
has hsppened that the Native Feudatory States of
the present day can be roughly divided into two
widely différont elasses, the first. respectable by
antiquity snd strong in the traditional loyalty of the
peoplo. the second, newer than the English Govern-
ment itself and their origin the ssme—the violent
disintegration of the Mubammudan Ewpire,  Shoull
the day ever come, ps come it may, for time and
¢hange wail for all, when the English, weary of the
burthen of mle, retire from India, the old Hindo
principalities will survive the ensming storm, as the
mud-bullt villages with their mango groves are seen
in times of flood high sbove the inundated sountry.
Bub the pew families whose birth was in war and
plunder, who are alien in blood and raes and ereed
to, the people over whom they too often oppressively
ruls, and whose roots mre not deep in the soil, will
have to take their ehance and fight agmin for their
lands, an did the Sindhiny and Holkars and Giikwies
from whom they elnim.
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The downfall of the Sikh monerchy was chiefly
due o the fach that dhe authority of Hanjie Singh
wes personal and drow no part of its strength from
the inherent respeet of the peopla for mn wncient
touse. Sprung from the peopls anil the oubeoms of
the democratic principles of Sikhism, the onn chanse
of the survival of his dyoasty was that his successors
should have inherited his characier sand ability. But
this waa not the case, His anly son Khamk Singh
wns n hopelass dmbecile; his grandson, Nao Nihil
Singh, & youth of promise, disdl a violent denth,
snd & period of pnarehy set in whish the men who
aneoeoded had no power to subdue or control
Thore were sovaml who eldimed the throne na sona
of the great Mobdrgjh, bub the secrcta of Ranjit
Singh's zeninn were the common property of the
Lahore bazuwrs, and there was not pne  whoss
legitimacy the Sikhs necopted ns proved. Then ceme
the wir with the English, in which the Sikhs, bedly
led, displayed the utmost gallantry in vain ; ending
in the vecupation of the Punjab by a foreign wrmy,
dismembarment, snd tinnlly wnnoxation. As Fanjit
Singh had often proplesied, the red line mucking the
limit of Britiah possessions moved an from the Sutle]
o the Bess, thence to the Indus and ihe Afghin
mountaing and all that remueined to semind the world
of the monamhy wore an exiled prince at the Court
of St. James and the ill-omened Kohei-Nir in the
regalin of the British Quaon.

Neo man eau bs more strong than destiny. Al
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though the bands of ihe English were elean in the
matter of the Sikh wars and in the anoexation of the
Punijsb, wiich were foraed unwillingly upon them by
the fierce sod uncontrolled passions of the Sikh ehials
and poople, yet there can be listle doubt that, even il
il sontest with the Eoglish had beon delayed, and
the sucesssors of Ranjit Singh bad clung, as he did, to
the British alliance. the trinl of strongih which was
b determine the question of sopremucy in Northermn
India must have oceurred sooner or later, There were
too many occasions for dispute and diseond on the
Sutlsj and in Alghfinistén ; the temper of the Sikhs
was g0 hot mnd imperious: the prestige of England
was 8o essentin] to maltain, that it wes impessible
that these two military powers could hive for long
uxistod side by side in peace, It was fortutiate both
for the reputation of Englond snd for hor fatare re-
fations with the Sikl people that the provoeation nnd
the attack eame from Lalors and not from Caloubis.
In the aplendid record of the English conquest of
India, illumined by so many ehivalrous and noble
setions, so much temperanco in the hour of vietory
and so tueh genorosity to the vanguished, there mmo
still soma episoldes which, however purdonsably in
rough times, cannot be regarded by the impartial
historian with approval.  But the annexation of the
Punjab is not one of these. 1t was. aseepted by e
whole Sikh nation as just, and their scknowledged
bravery in both sanpaigns and the loss they inflistod
on their opponents, took the sting from defust and
1



1% RANFET SINGH

laft them the most loyal gljeets the (Jusan has in the
East.  Their devotion snd their gallantry huve bein
proved many tines, and if thoy continue to be
governed u4 wisely and sympathetically sa in the
early years suecceding annexation, thoy will remsin,
what they now are, the sword and whield of British
Indis.



CHAPTER 1
Toe Sixns

Tux Sikh people, mostly of Jét desesnt, are roughly
divided into two grost olasses, tamed from the districts
they inhabit, the Minjha and the Milwd, snd the
origin and history of these are altogether different.
The Ménjhs is the name of the southern portion ol
the Biri Dofb (the word dofb signifying & wmct of
country between two rivers, heve the Bens and the
Révil, in the neighbourhood of the cities of Lahove and
Amritsar; and the Ménjhn Sikhs, by a eonvenient
enlargement of the terms, wny he held o Includi all
tliose whi at the time of the final dissolntion of the
Muhammadan power, werd resident to the porth of
the river Sutlej.

Milwa is the country immedintely to the south of
e same river !, atretching towands Delhi and Bikanor,
pnd the Sikhs who inhabit this district, being the
uriginal scttlers and not mere invadens or immigmats
from the Manjha, are known as the Malwé Siklis. Their
soknowledged hoad is the grest Philkinn house, of

' Nk to lie oanfoeed with Mdlwi of the Decem g the tel womitey
worth uf the Nartuda of shicl Il ls the wentre N

"3
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whieh the Malirdja of Patigla is the ehief roprosenta-
tive, with the olessly allied families of Nabha, Jind
Bhadour, Malod, Badnikan, Jiundan, Didlpirs Land-
gharin, Rémpir and Kot Dhiun, with the more
distantly connestéd houses of Faridkot and Kythal
The ancestors of the Milwi Sikhs were simplo Hindu
peasants, mastly of Réjput extemetion, wha about the
widdle of the sixteenth century emigeated from the
noighbourhood of Jaisalmer, and settled as peacolil
subjects of the Mubammadan rmless of Dolhi.  Inthe
cotrse of & hundesd yesss, a8 the central authority
grew weik, the power of the Jib settiers inoreassd.
They were mdlygusdrs ar payers of revenus into the
inperis] trossory, and made no efforts to shake off n
yoks which was in so way gelling ; but they nequiowd
lurge grunts of lund, founded villages, and beesmo
wealthy and of soms soein]l importance, Bat sbout
the boginning of the eightoonth century, the Mélwi
chiafs sbandinnd Hinduism for the new faith widoh
was then being preached by Govind, the last snd the
most influentinl of the Sikh Gurus  The hundeed
years that followed was o time of anarehy, The grest
Mubammudan Empire was, from inherent wonkness,
falling msunder, nnd the Sikhs day by day gained
power snd tarritory st the expense of their poinal
misters, who persecuted the new feith but were un-
ablo to dgstroy it.  Sikhism was then, as Mubammn-
dante in the seventh and sighth eonturies, snil
Wahabedisn in the present, & religion of the sword,
and the new converts nppenred as ready to fight with
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each other as with the eommon enemy sgainst whom
alone ey over united, The Sikha did not avowedly
wbandon the Hindu codos of lsw which they hund
from time immeinorial obeyed, and neither Niunk
nor Govind lnid down new rules by which hir
follawers should be bound in matters of marrisge and
inheritance, but thoy felt a contempt for Hinduisin
with its reatrictions and prejudices, and refused to
follow its precepts whenever they were opposed o
{heir immediate interssts.  Sopiety was in s state of
demoralisation. Each man did what was right in his
own eyes, and whatever ho could do with impunity
appeared to him right. Widows and orphans had no
helper aguinst the powerful neighbours who divided
their lands smongst them at their pleasure: and the
only means by which the smalles chiafs eoulidl cseape
pheorption was by sttaching themselves s foudul
retainers or vassals to the great houses, who were
ahle and willing to protect them in return for survioo
i tha fisld. Thus arose the grest Cis-Sutlej chiefs,
whose obeeurs origin and unprincipled sequisitions
were ennobled by titles extorted from the Emperor
of Delbi, who was still the nominal ruler of the
Malwh, and was too weak snd timid to refuse to
ponour the men whom he knew to be the moxt
formidsble enewits of his power

At the beginning of the present century the fate
which the Cis-Sutlej chisfs had so often hrought upou
others seemed likely to become their own. Ranjit
Singh, Mabirijé of Lahore, having neducsd Lo aube
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ntighion: the dhiefs in the naighbourhood of his eapital,
determined to conquer the whols country to the south
of the Butlej, as far as the river Jumna, which, he
helieved, be might safoly aceotnplish, withoat eoming
into eollision with the English power. The condition
of the Uis-Sutlej Siaiss wmoinently favoured the
suceess of his design.  Jealons of each other, and
with no eommon bond of union now: that the Mu-
Lemmndan powpr had finally eollapsed, they would,
onie h:ma,hawfnlhmrmhnmtui]munawmd
dutermination of Ranjic Singh, whoso wnbition know
no limits snd seruples, and to whon the very names
of honour and pity were unknown, The Milwa chisfa
saw their dunger in tine, and ab the very momwnt
when their snnibilation seemed inevitable, threw them-
selyes on the memy of the Eritish Government, which,
after much hesilation, escopted the pesition md de
elared the Cia-Sutl territory under its protection.
Then followsd & period of unbroken security, during
whieh the strong power which preventel uny abtack
from without insisted upon trnquillity within, snd
maintained the smallest s well as the largest States
inthe possession of the dignity and power which they
liad possessed when first they elaimed its protection,
It wns during this period that the roles of succsssion
boentme, to s oortain degres, uniform and consistent,
although it will be undetstood that these are bot
comparntive terma when applied to laws that pre-
vailed in a society so exeeptiounlly eonstitutel,
which' basl learned so lately the ndvantuges of ordes,
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andiwhich had been accustomed for so long to gon~
gider license synonymous with liberty.

The effect of the Sutlej campaign of 1845-46 was
almost precisely similar to that cansed by the eam-
paign of 1866 in Northern Gummany. The British.
Qovernment, which had for years deplored & state of
thimgs which it was unable without breaking faith
with the chisfs to rectify, which had seen the
people oppressed and ground down by petty tyrants
who posseased absolute power in their respoctive
States, seized the opportunity which the folly and
ingratitude of the chiefs hund given to innugursts &
new order of things. ‘The most important ohiels
alome wore permitted to rotain their power, while
it of the smallor ones wae taken altogether away:
they were declared mere Jagirddrs of the British
tiovernment, and the whole of thar territories waa
plaged undor the control of British Officers s
British Courts of Law.

1t will thus sppear thet the Malwd ehiels have
passad through several distinet periods of devalop-
ment.  First, the mery eultivators of the lands on
which, as immigrants, they had settled; then, the
gwoers of those same lands, Next came the period of
pontlict with the Mubsmmadan power, during which
the chisfihips grew up grmdually sud naturally,
followed by the period of tranquillity which was
the consequence of their olaiming British protection.
The last poriod saw the msjority of them stripped
of the power which they hnd infamously abused, aud
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‘which it was s misfortone to the pountry that they
hnd ever possessed.

There is no gradual development such as this to
be traced in the history of the Sikh chisfs of the
Ménjha.  Sewrcely more thun a hundred years ago
the majority of them were cultivators of the soil,
enjoying nome of the contideration which the Cis-Sutlej
chiefis hail; for Inng. revivod from the Court of Dells,
With the lnst invasions of Ahmad Shéh and the
Alghéng. they rose to suddon power, snd every man
wha had energy aod eourage gathered s band of
maratders about him snd plundired the country,
scizing and holding whatever lands he eonldi  Many
of these Sikhs crossed the Sutlej and’ ravaged the
eountry to the very gates of Delhi, while some of
them srized lurge tracts of land Cls-Sutlej, which
they continued to hold againet all comers by the
sword alone, & tenare altogethor difforent from that
of their Mélwé neighhours, and more resimbling that
of o Norman baron settled in the Wilsh murches
peven hundred years ngo,

The secendoncy of the Sikhs in the Punjub Trans-
Sully] was but briel. Mabbrgjé Ranjie Singh sub-
dued them one by ene; Rimgarhins, Blisngis, Kan-
hoyan ; all the great houses fell in turn, and so pom-
pletely that the chisfulips Decame merely nominal,
dependent on the will of the sovereign of Lahors.

The distriets which contain the largest Sikh popo-
lntion—Ambfle.  Ludbidna, Jélundbar, Hoshidrpur,
Awritaar, Eahore, Gurdispur, Gujrfuwils, Sidlkot,



THE SIKHS 25

and Firoapur—sre the most populous in the Punjab
For udministrative purposes, the distriet is the
politieal, fiseal and judicial unit; while several die-
tricts, ordinarily three in pumber, are grouped to
form the more important administrative area. known
u& & Division. The four Punjab divisions of Ambils;
Jilandhar, Amritear, and Lohore sre those which in-
dlude all the Sikh districts above given, and there
is 0o resson to believe that there has been any large
migration of Sikh to or from other districts since the
duya of Ranjit Singh’. It may be that the presence of
# grost native court temporarily sttracted to Lahore
sod Amritsar an exceptional number of Sikls from
distunes : while the absolute pence nnd security now
enjoyed may have encouraged colonists to settle in
loenlitien and among & Mubnmmadan populstion
whers they would not have ventured fifty years ago
to show their faes. PBut, on the other hand, the
Sikch population is mostly agriculturl, and has little
inclination to lsave its hereditary holdings except
for tempornyy service in the army. Thus it is that
the distribotion of the Sikh population will be found
to be muech the same at present as under Mahirijd
Ranjit Singh. What the total number of the Sikh
population was in his day, and what proportion it bore
to the génuril population of the whole Panjub, it is
impossible ty say, for no necirate statistion wre avail-
uble before the census of 31855, Other enumemntions
were made in (R68, 1881 and 18¢1, the figures of the
latest not being yot available for purposus of eom-

VB p B
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purison’. Tt will be interesting to ssvertain whether
the Sikhs are, sa sowe beliove and as the sBE1
censns seemod to indioste, diminishing in numbers,
‘or whother the fuctustion was only aceidental and
temporary. There are phviously many sonsidnrations
which influence the question. The Sikh represcats
eroed, not o wmee.  Of the Hindu, of whatever caste,
it sy bo ssid, as of the poet, Noscitir non fit. Hin
birth status is wnalterable. But with the Sikh the
oxiol roverse is the ensa.  Born of a Sikh father, be
is not himsolf counted of the faith until, as & grown
boy. he has bean initintod and received the buptism of
iin pdhul st tho Akél Bungah or some equuily
ssored place.  Thus the smpply of candidstes for
haptism is apt to rise or fall with the popular extimate
of the wlvantages or disadvantogeds of joining the
communiot, During the deys of Ranjit Singh, when
spiritunl fervour and national pride worked in com-
mon, the pumbers who joived the dominant fwith
wers proportionally grest. At the time of the fist
British consus of 3855 the oulside iniluences wore
depressing, The Khilsa had fallen to riss no more,
and ita members were uncertsin of the temper of their
new mostors, who might be expooted to be angry with
those who bad foredd spon thum the burthen snd
wxpénse of two wirs,  As 8 eonsequencs the Sikhs
lay low and did ot bring their sons to haptism. It

b Tha Connith Farpert ol (s Pirnjals for 1881 wis compiled by Mr,
Diebied! Thebwbmsii of Ahie Dinil Servien. T jun work of ihi highest
sl fbe it Entewst. ol & troserre-lomee AF valuible facts mmeariling
LY _-_u]..\.u_nlm! ST |,|.|-u|’1||_||ull.il.l il L |,|r|r|"|nn-..
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wae ns well to wait and watel events, und the pdful
can be taken at any period of life,

When Lhe ceisis of 18368 was tiken, thers had been
& great and wolosme change.  The Mutiny had taken
placs, and the Sikhs bad cordially joined their con-
querors in reestahlishing order in Tlindustin. Their
share had been an espeeially grateful and glorions ona.
Porhaps & more fortunate opeurrenee than the Mutiny
of 1857 nover oocurrad in India. It swept the
Indinn sky clear of many elonds. Tt dishanded « lazy,
pumpareil army, which, thongh in it umdred yoars
of life it hadd done splendid servios, bnd beeome -
possible; it raplaced an unprogress| vie, selfish mid eam-
miroinl svstem of administration iy onp liberal wiud
snlightsned ; and it attached the Sikh people: dlosely
to their mlers and mado them, what they are W-day,
the sarest support of the Government,  Lastly, it
tsugght Indin and the world ihat the English possessod s
courage and national spirit which msde light of disssters
whieh never counted whother the odds against them
wvre two or ten to oo ; sl which marehed eonfident
to viotory, although the conditions of sueeess gppesred
all but hopeless.  After the Mutiny the Sikhe found
themaselves no longer regardul with suspicion by their
pew masters, but treated m a spirit of coufidencs and
good fallowsbip, The nuwe of Sikh became what it
was in the days of the grest Mabdrdja, a tisle of
honour opening to its pessessor the door of military
serviee.  Thus the erood roccived a new impulse, and
many sots of Siklie, whose baptizm Ll heen deferral,
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rooeived the pdhul, while new eanilidates froo atnong
{he Jits and lower caste Hindus joined the faith.
‘Binee those dnyn of enthusiaam a natoral reaction
hing set in, und comparing the census of 188t with
that of 1868 thers appests to be a falling off in al-
mest all the esmbral distriets, This in in part due
to lnconsistenoy in the refurms, and nn erToneous
inclusion af the Nnaki Sikhs, who do not adopt the
warmume of Singh, with the followers of the tenth
Ouru Govind. PBut the chief reason is found in the
stronis attractive forse of Hinduiam, which, in days of
poace, when martial instinots bave less influenee, re-
inins its hold of the people. Its ivy-like vitality,
enfolding snd strangling everything which it has
once grasped, hag been fatal to nlmost all ereeds
whieh, ke Siklism and Buddhism, both heterdox
forms of Hinduism, have put themselves in compoti-
tion with it. As the Church of Rome in the West
s0 12 Hinduln in the Best. ‘When it has sbbed lke
the tide and its enemies have belloved in o vietory, it
has returned on the flood in all its former strength.
Hinduism has been sver hostils to Sikhism, for the
Inther faith attacked it in its mout vital prineiple of
enste. without which the whole Hrihmnanical syatem
falls to the grouud. The influense of Hinduism on
Sikhism is doubly felt, both in preventing the
ehildren of Sikh fathers from taking the pdhul, and by
infireetly withdrawing professed Sikha from the faith.
The performanes of a few expintory vités, the pay-
ment of » certain swn of money to the Brilinens, the
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disuse of the militant surnswe, aod the Sikh reverts
s a J6t peasant, into the ordinary Hindn com-
munity. Even where there has been no sbandon-
ment of the Sikh name and creed the tendency ia
lways, in less essential matiers, to Tevert to the
practioo of the ancient religion, and it-is here. as inall
countries; that feminine influencs is paramount,

To women, altogether uneducated, the nbsiraet
faith of Sikhism, whetler the philosophieal theism of
Nénak or the political teaching of Govind Siugh, is
fur less pitractive than the Hindu polytheism, which
is essy to bo understood nml which ypives to their
religions exercises & colour and life that the ey
pecitil of ohsoure passages of the Gruith cannot im-
part. Joining in the Hindy worship, the women have
their share in the outdoor life of their sisters in the
village. The wiorning visit to the temple, or to the
stones stained with red ochre where e protocting
deity of the sommunity resides ; the numerons festivals
of the Hindn pantheon, with the noise and excitement
and fine clothes; these sve the only diversions uf
native women, whose lives are ordinarily sad and
manotanons, snd whose anly dissipations are religious.
To choose betwern Hinduism and Sikhism was for
e na if English woemen wuore: asked to chooss
between & ball-room nnd n Quaker mecting, More-
over, the influence of the priest, whether & Cstholie or
« Brihman, woights more heavily on the woman than
on the man, She is depesulent oo the priest for o
pood ddenl of her bappiness in this workl smd for
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her snfety in the next,  The Beihmn sod the sooth-
saver promiss her ehildren, that no strangy new wife
shall take away her bushand's love, nod that the
proper olservanes of Hindu ritunl will seeurs her
good fortune hereafter. The men are not exemph
from the inflnence of the ssme sentiments.  The old
tradition of Brihmaniem ia too strong for the now
refarming orved to resist, The result is that the old
order retums ; the Sikh, althongh e will not smoke
or cut lis hinir or heand, pays reversnos to Bribmans,
nnil wiskts the (einples and shrines of the old fhith,
and olserves the superstitions practices of other
Hindugs  In the matter of easte the Sikh retaims »
lrge part of his Fresdom, sl will dvink or st foad
from the vessels of a Christing or a Muhstmmadan
shoulil necessity require i At no time has he bien
apeustomied to nssopinte with what the Hindus secount
as unelenn eastes ; and the sweopers or Mazhi Silcha,
who are very numerons (for Sikhism was natuslly
very attraciive to the lowesl enstes), have boun ulways
excluded from the Sikh shrines, and the British
Governmont hae been: compelled to form thewn into
srpirits rogimenits, when they have fought yuite as
gnllantly us their better-born ec-religionists,

Even m the palmicst days of the Khilsa it 3=
astonishing how muall a proportion of the Punjab
population was of the Sikh profesion. The fisres
fanatiosm of the earbior years of the century was
sueezoded by the unoqualled military orgunisation of
the Muhfrdjs, and these together snnbled n people
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who were never numerically more than m sect of
Hinduism to overrun the whols Punjab and Eashmir,
to beat baok the Afghéns to the mountains, snd to
found a poworful kingdom in which they wore out-
numibered by Hindus and Mubammadans by ten to
one.

The population of the Punjub, exclusive of Kash-
mir, waa, by the eensus of 1881, 22,712,125, of whioh
13662434 wore Mulammadans, g232205 Hindus,
wnil 1,716,114 Sikhs: Taking British territory only,
there i4 to eash 10006 of the general population of
the Ponjub & proportion of 595 Sikbs, being 55 per
18,000 Jims than in the consos of 1868, when the pro-
portion was 650, The districts in which Sikhs are
proportionally most ntuberons sre Fivogpur, where
thiey ke 2595 out of each 10,000 of the populntion ;
Amritear, whers they make 2422 snd Lodhiinae,
where they make 2055  Although the Sikhs may
have besn proportionally more numerous in the time
of Ranjit, yob it is prolable that they were mora eon-
pentrated in the erntml districts, and in the wosl
prosperons days of the Khilss they never exespded n
total of two millions *.

The Native States nbaark more than s thind of the
total Sikh population of the Punjsb, Patiils natur-
ally taking the first place, the propartion to the
winernl population being 2781 per rooeo.  The
distribution of the Sikh# aceording to easte is o

b A pedigram from Thalla of e gih Fali 1Bos gives e Skh popm-
tadlin 1y ihe onoine of tBgr as 1007846 fir this whals sontibent
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Lighly interesting question which, momiil the last
m. wan nover worked out with any wxsetness
It now sppesrs that of 1cco Sikhs in the seversl
ndministrative divisions of the provines, un sverago
of 699 belong to the sgricultural casten. Jits, Rejputs,
Sainis, and Kambohy, the propartion being highest in
the distriots south of the Sutlej. OFf the mercantile
eastes, Aroras, Banyds, and Khattris are 47 per tooo,
Of the artisan osstes, potters, weavers, blacksmiths,
carpanters, goldsuiths, barbers, and the like, 134 per
16000, and the monial and outeastn groupe inelude g5
The artisan Siklw are distributed vory evenly in all
distriots, but the morcantile Sikhs sre wlmost ex-
clusivaly found in the Mussulman disiriots, in some of
which, the Réwal Pindi Division for exasapla, they
furm u majority of the Sikh populstion, The religious
castes, Reshmans and Fakirs, aro hardly reprosentid
st all, only 4 per 1000 of the Punjab Sikhs belonging
to the priestly elass.

The buekbone of the Sikh. people ju the great (Jii
enste which, divided and subdivided into nomerons
elans muul tribes, is by far the most important of all
the Punjali races.  The origin of the Jits is shrouded
in much unosrtainty, snd has been the subject of lang
dinnswion. Some distinguished writers have found
for them & Getio: origin, but' the traditjons of the
Punjab Jits, in dlmost sl waneh, refer to n Rajput
deseent and emigrstion ta the Panjab from Central
Indis. Even the Sindhu and Waraiok Jits, who eliim
w Trava-Indun origin, are hy no meuns nnanimous,
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sod portions of both tribes refor to Rijputina as-
their aneient bome:.  And in vo instancs is there a
record of any tribe emigration from the west of the
Indus, the founders of both Sindhus and Waraichs
being spoken of as solitary emigrante. Thero seams

nothing in the langusge of the Punjub Jits to favour
the theory of Gotic descent. My own researches into
the sulijuet, whick at one time werv extensive, lod me
to the balief, which ix shared by Mr. Ibbetson. the
nuthor of the Census Report, that the Jits and Rijputs
avo penerally derived from & comman stoek, und thal
the present distinetion is rather social than sthnio. The
Jits outnumber the Rdjputs by three to one. and from
evory point of view, their military worth, their
exoollonce ns agriculturists, their industry, hunesty,
and tractability, they are the most important and
valuable of the Punjab raees, The Jits are thoroughly
independant in charnoter, and assért personal and
individosl [reedom s aguinst ecommunal or tobal
cantrel mure strongly than any other people, But
although ready to fight on oconsion, they are not of &
eruel or vindietive disposition, sod make good citisens
in times of pesce and form the solid, tax-paying com-
munity, a8 they sre the most sucoessful, patient, and
enduring eultivators. They hold a social place below
the Brahman, the Rijpul, sod the Khsttrl, but they
themselves nssert an equality with the second and u
superiority over the third of these castes, o claim
which their historieal record snd present importance
Justify. They nro seon st their best in the Sikh

¢
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distriots about the rivers Bows and Sotlej. In the
southorn and frontier distriets they show eltogether
different eharacteristies, and have, in many ecsses, &
different and non-Réjpat origin.

The virtues of the Jita are thus identieal with
theose of the Sikly who have ecome gut of this caste,
while the new creed has added n more ardent military
apirit which iz the principsl tradition of the ereed nud
which it should be the exrnest desiro of the British
Governwent to maintain. As the English power in
Indin becomes moro eonsolidated and resistanco to its
suthority grows each year légs eommon, it must result
that the fighting mces will have less oppastunity for
gratifying their murtisl instinets.  The soldier every-
whers gives way t0 the huabandman; the sword is
besten into o plooghshere, and wa are disposed to
hosst of the univeral Pay Britaniicd se if ol ad-
ministrative triumphs were bounded by and insluded
m pesce, But for un Empire like Indin, of 288
millions. whiol has muny dangers from withont and
enentied #ver ready to pieres the weak places in her
armour, war is nsoessary o healthy life. The swonl
must bo nlwn}n sharp ‘and must not be Isft too long
rusting in the seabbard. If the rulems of India be
wiso, they will in every way enooursge and stimt-
Inte the military spirit of the Sikhs and employ them
on aetive serviee on every opportunity, whether the
campaign be in Europe, Asia, or Afrien. The all
important thing is to give them the kighest and most
varioll military training agsinst every olass of foe,
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Furopean as well ns Asintic. The numbers of the
home army of England are so suall, and its organisa-
tion so faunlty and inelastic, that Indis must obviously
be prepared to dofend herselfl agninst attnek from
without, and for this defence the fighting population
of the Punjab, snd notably the Sikhs, will be aufficient
if reserves are formed in time and if the military
epirit of the people ia not allowed to fall aslcep.

1t is no use to oxpeet from the Sikh more than he
can give, Hisvalue to the British Government was
shown in the Mutiny, when the Rijis of the Trans-
and Cis-Sutlej, Patifls, Ndbba, Jind and Knprthals,
oty the very first alarm and without waiting to discovar
shether the omens were auspicious or hostile, placed
themaelves at the bend of their troops and marched to
Delbi to Bght aguinst the enemies of the Fnglish
Government. Their gallanb example was followed by
the Sikh peopls throughout the provines, and India
wis recovered for the Queen as much by the loyalty
and devotion of her Punjub subjects na by the bayonets
of her English soldiers. But the Sikh is not of wmuch
valus In the office or the municipal committes, as will
he hereafter shown when the practics of Ranjit Singh
in the choiee of his minister is deseribed. In school
and eollege he is outstripped by students of almost
all other ruees. But neademie success is not, n the
Fast, n tost of fitnese for bigh office. The smooth-
tongued, supple Hongsli would probably rank first
in such r campetition, althongh he has neither the
physieal courage to fight nur the moml coursge 1o

i a
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govern. And those who would nudervalue the Jét
Sikh as & usoful ecitizon of the Fmpire, beoause his
heveditary instingta and teining disinelios him: to
Jonrming, would make n great mistake. The Sikh is a
fighting man. and hie fine qualitios are best sliuwn in
the srmy, which s lis natpral profesdon, Hardy,
brave.and of intelligenee too slow to timdurstand when
he ia bwmlen; obedient to diseipline, devotedly attached
to bin officers, and esrvless of the cate prohibitions
which render so niany Himin troope diffieult to eon-
tral dnil fo feod on ective sorviee, o is unaurpessid
g5 n soldier in the Kast. Thero are maby warlike
ruces. subjocta of the Queen in Tndin, wnd of these the
Sikhs indisputably take the first placs as thoronghly
roltable, useful soldiers, The Odrkhas see equally
brave nnd enthusiastio in action, but they unfortonately
wre fow in nuwber, and ‘do not for the mosb purt in-
hebit British territory. They are mostly Nepdlis,
and conditions sometimes ariss when it s very diffi-
eult to ebtain high-class nund sufficiont recruita.

The Rijputs are excellent soldiers, though they
lise not the solidity of the Bikh, But the high-elass
Réjput is difficult to procure, and those who couw into
our service mre mostly the bhallbred Dogras of the
hills; wpon whom the Bfjpnts of the pure blood from
Central Indis look down. Nor will these splendid
men join our army until some system bo devised of
giving them officers of their own race. The Punjibi
Muhsmmndans, Ghakkars, Awdos, Tiwinas are gallunt
woldiers ; 80 are the Afghtn clansmon from the North.
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West frontior, But they nre apt to get sadly home
sick if they are long on aetive seryice, and it is
impossible to persuade many of them to leave the
frontier. The children of the mountains are too free
and independent to bear with any putience the re-
straints of civilization. But the Sikh is alwuys the
amo ; in peace, in war, in barracks or in the fisld, ever
genlal, good-terpered and mmeomplaining: = fuir
harseman, s stubiborn infantry soldier, ns steady undar
firo as he iz eager for & charge. The Sikhs, along aof
our nmtive troops, can be taken in large numbers and
for long periods on foreigu anrvioe; on the eondition
tlust they be well paid, for they have as keen o know-
lelge of the value of monoy, and ns great a Jove of
saving us the Scoteh, They hsve served in Egyph
Abyssinin, Afghfnistin, and Chine with great dis-
tinotion ; they have volimtarily taken servies in
the police and in locdl corps in Burma, ‘& country
which is especially distasteful to ordinary natives of
Indin, and there is o local corps of Sikh police in
Hong-Kong, whare they are regurded with mueh con-
fidenoe and reapect. A Sikh escort is now with Mr.
H. Johnston, the Britinh Agent-General, fighting Arab
sluvers on Lake Nyusss. It ia difficult to realize that
the dignified, sober, snd orderly men who now il
onr regiments are of the same stock ps the savege
freehooters whose name, s hundred years ago, was the
weerer of Northern India. But the change has heen
wrought by strang and kindly government nud by
stries military (liscipline under sympathetio officars



34 RANTIT SINGH

whom the troops love mud respect. I hiad many
opportunities of olwerving the conduct of the Sikh
troops during the latter portion of the enmpaign in
Afghfnistin, and no praise could be too high for their
patisnee undor privation and their admimble and
orderly hehavicur towards the Afghiing, who it must
b remambered were their bitter and ancient vnemies.
Wit may be their value agninst Enropean troops
18 n question whieh the future aline can sithorita-
tvely deaide; but I would venture to eXpreas mmy
vanviction; which is shared by many distinguished
officers of the Indian wrny, that the Sikhs, infuntry
and light eavalry, are, whet woll and sufficiently lad
by English officors, equal to. uny troops in the world,
and superior to uny with wlom they are likely to
ootue in eontact, '



CHAPTER 10
Tuy Stkn TEROMALY

MaminAsd Banstr Sixci was so completely o pro-
duet of the Sikh theocrsey, and so embodied the spirit
of the Khilss, that no secount of his character sl
earenr woull lm somplete without s description of the
religious syatom which hnd so powerful an sifeot npon
the Jht enltivators of the Panjal in the' eighteenth
and the first balf of the ninetessth century, The
subjoct ia too extensive and complicated to be tronted
here in # detailéd or even u sstisfiotory fashion, and
1 would invite thoss who desire to be fully infonued
of thie nature of Sikh dogmata snd vthics to atudy the
traeelation of the Adi Grinth or the Holy Seriptures
of the Sikhlis, translated from the original Gdrmukhi,
with introduotory essays. by Dr, Emest Trompp,
Regins Professar of Oriental lingunges ab the Uni-
varsity of Muniok, who, in 1870, was entrusted by
the Secretiry of Stite with this importest work. ']
hnppened b be (higl Seeretary to Government at
Labore when Dy, Trumpp was engaged on this duty,
of which the extrun diffiouity was only equalled by
his zenl, industry and lwming, Ho found thet the
Sikh privsts and Granthis (remlers and expounders of
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the seriptures) wors marvellously ignorant of the
priociples of their own religion: thst they lad no
koowledge of the old Garmukhi forms or idioms.
Their explanations of dodbtful pessapes were only
traditionsl, and eonflicled with other parts of the
sacred volume, and it was only afier procuring some
staroe ¢ommentaries, vory fmperfect and almost es
obgours 4 the original text, that Dr. Tronpp managed
to sccomplish the work. Hefors he could do so ho
hnd to eompile s dictionary and & grammar of the
Grenth, containing sll Ginnukhi forme and obsoléte
words, The diffieultios in the way of the completion
of his task seemed shwost insuperable, and at lnst the
lesrned Profeswor, in spite of my urgent romonstrances,
fled from Lahore to Germany, where, after sevan
yenrs' Inbonr, he produoosd & teanslation whick, sl
though it will never attinet the pensml rewder, ie stil)
s monument of industry and learming.  Previous ao-
eounts of the religion of the Sikhs, such as those
contrined in the works of Captain Josoph Cunning-
ham and Mr, H. H. Wilon i his sketeh of tha
religious sects of the Hindus, are slight and defeetive,
for the resson that the writers were not mequainted
with the Sikh seriptures or the commentsrios upon
them ; nor is it essy even now to follow the thin
thread of doctrine ronning throngh the invalved,
incoberont and shallow pages of the Adi Granth
Thess s filled with inconsistent trivialities and vain
reprkitions, although thers ave some portions, espocially
the Sléks of the Bhagats Eahir and Farid, whick are
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ndded as an nppeudlx to the Granth itsolf, which con-
tain passages of great pioturesquencss and beauty, and
which, slthough not poetry in the technieal sens of
the word, still have many of ite nttributes. They re.
pamble strongly, and compure favoursbly with, the
writings of Walt Whitmsn, the American post

The Adi Gronth derives its ehief authority from
Bihg Ninak, the founder of the religions svstom of the
Sikhs, who wrote large portioms of it about the begin-
ning of the seventeenth century. Tt was collocted n
its present state by Arjun, the fifth of the Gorus or Sikh
prophats, who added to the writings of Nénak those
of lis suceossors and of other older mystical Hindu
authons, More important than the Adi Grunth, as de-
terminingthe military and politien) constitution of lster
Sikhdom, were the writings of the tenth and greatest of
the Sikh Guens, Govind Singh, who, in 1646, eomposeil
avoluminons work, partly by his own band and partly
by the aid of Hindi poets sttachod to himy, teaching,
in archaio and excosdingly diffioult Hindi, the tensis
af the new faith which he preached. Guru Govind
Singh did not however chiange the esoteric doetrine of
Nanak in any essential particulars, althongh his teach-
ing and practice were more distinetly pantheistie. He
was bimself n worshipper of the goddess Diirgs and
allowed adomtion of the inferior divinities of the
Hinda Pantheon, nlthough he preferentinlly advoented
the worship of the one Supreme God.

The limita of spacs do nob permit of telling in any
dutail the story of the lives of the ten Sikh Gurs,
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and what is necessary to say regarding them must be
compressed into a fow pages,

Nimak, the foumdar of the ru'ﬁgicm, whose most
authontio Jonan Sdkhi or biography was unonrthed
by Dr. Trampp in the library of the Indin Offies, to
which it had been presented by the illustrious H. T.
Colubrooke, was born in the yvear 146g, at n village
eulled Talwandi? on the hank of the Révi, near the
gity of Lahore. He wss one of the Khattri or trwding
olass, and fillsd the respestalile village office of put-
wikri or aseountsni.  Regarding his ehildhood and
youth, the miraculous stories which congeal aroumd
the founder of every sucossaful rligion ave told.  He
appears to have lived & commonplies life, to have
marvied and had ohildren. Going ome day 1o bathe
in the river, ho was taken up by angels mnd earviad
to the Divine Prosence whers he rescived the gift of
propheey wnd orders to preach the doctrine of the tran
God on earth.  In obedience to this divine mission,
Ninak abandoned wife and fumily, and with one
follower, nnmed Mardfns, he nssumed the garb of an
astetio and ronmed aboub the world preaching the
new faith. The Sikh biographios give accounts of
his wanderings to the north, south, esst and woest, nnd
to a romantio eountey, ealled Oorale Halad, s kind
of Indisn Ttopia; but during thess journeys, filled
with ineredible marvela, no ovente of mueli importance
are recorded exeept the interviow of the prophet with
the Emperor Bibur, who is deseribed s meeiving

Loamervnide oillel SEokbEis Tn Nonolr of (i Oin
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Nénak with kindness and courtesy, which is likely
enough from all we know of that genial and illus-
trious monarch, ‘Towards the close of his life Nannk
returned bo his family st Kartdrpur in Jilandhar, whers
he died in 1538, His life bad heen uneventful, much
resembling that of any other Hinduw fakir, and the
influence be left behind him was enshrined in his
writings which were salsequently collected. He
named as kis suocessor, passing over his two sona, his
diseiple Angad. The word Silds, literally learners,
diseiples, was given to his followers by Ninak, s s
the erced sprend, bocame the deseriptive title of the
whole people; bub it must be remembered that the
term Sikh is s religious and not a racial designation,
and bolongs only to those of the faith of the Klilas,
Arjun, the filth Guru, ecollected the writings of
Ninak. together with extracts from the works of
populsr ssints snd pocts, inte ons volume, recosdyd,
oot in Sanskrit; like the Vedas and Purfines of
Hinduism, and consequently not understood by the
people, but in the Punjébi dinleet, whiel was the
popular tongue. Not that the whole of the Adi
Granth is written in the ssme style. Its idiom varies
seeording to the time and place of the contributions.
1ta valuens s treasury of old Hindi dislects is nmsense,
The idiom of Bibé Ninak snd his sucocssors is not
the pure Punjili as then spoken, which s found in
the Jonam Sdbhi of Ninok, but contains a large
ndmixture of old Hindi Jormws and words, the intention
Lieing to mise the dinlect into somuthing more siately
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than the colloguinl tdiom; while, st the same time
rotaining the power of being popularly understood.
The writings of Gura Govind Singh are composed in
almost pure Hindi, and #s such are st the present
duy nuintelligible Lo the Punjébi-speaking Sikha.

The most important chapter of the Adi Granth is
the first, known as Japu or Japji. which was written
by Ninsk himsall and eonisine an exposition of
dovtrine, while, as n litorary offort, it is superior to
anything in the volune, oxeopt, perhiaps, somo of the
mystienl writings of Knlir or Shekh Farld to which
reference lins already beeu mnde.  The repuintion of
the Bhagat Kubir is widely sprend in Tndia, and there
i still o monestery of his disciples, the Kabir-panthis,
at Betinres, where his writings aro expounided &, The
eariiest oomposirs whose writings av included in the
Uranth sre two Mardthi posts, Nim Deva and Tri-
loksn, whass poculinr dislects, akin to the modern
Markthi in muny of its forms, prove their birthplaeo
to have been in the Decenn.

Covind Singh, the temih nmi lnst of the Gurus, was
fifteen yoars old when his futher was tortured and
killed a8 & martyr by the bigoted Emperor Aurung-
zel,  The boy fled to the hills where he remained for
some yours comploting his edueation, in wiicl he
was puperior t0 his predecessors, knowing Persian,
Hindi and & litkle Senskrit, which ‘ho  at times
sttempted to introduce into his later sompusitiona

b finen Oovbad, S0 b, warmiby praid Kabir ses divotes, nesr
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It dpes not appens that this yomnarkahle man, whe,
in intelligence, eapacity, and fsed purpose was in-
finitely the superior of sl his predecessors, wmdertook
whist he considersd o be the mission of his lifo, in the
formution of the seattered Sikh people into & formid-
ahble confederacy and the destruotion of the Munhwm-
madan power in the Punjab, uniil ho wis wall
advaneed in manhood ; certainly over thirty yeams of
age, Till then he devoted himsolf to study and o
preparation for his self-imposed duties. AL the samn
time, not negleoting the accomplishinents of s wall-
boyn youth of hie age. he bocame s keen sports-
man and skilled in all feats of arme  When L
emerged from seclnaion he was ut once accepted by
thy Sikh people ns their nntural and hereditary
leader, and they were quife ready to follow him to
svenge the murdir of his father on thelr Muham-
madan oppressors, Befors eommencing his work he
desired to obtain the blessing of the Hindu goddess
Liirgn, whose shrine on the Lill of Naina Deovi was
uear his home ot Anandpur.  After tha  practiee
of the neecssary preliminury susterities, nomerous sod
long continued, and the presentation of milk, clarified
butier and graiv, the goddess appesrcd and demuanded
n human sacrifice as the price of her protestion; and
the priests told him that the most acceptable offering
would be the hesd of one of his four sons, The
mothers of the children naturally relused to surrender
thim to such o fiute, ad Govind Singh then turned 1o
his friends, of whom it is regorded that five offersd
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thomselves ns the sacrifiee, and one, whose name is
nob given, was neeopted and sinin before the shrine.
There i litile doubt, in spite of discrepancies in
the story, that this human sserifice was offered up.
In old duya this bloodthirsty poddes, ander various
forms and names, demanded frequent human vietims,
and it is only sines the British Government hes
deplived to Wllow the allianes of relizion with murder,
that goats instend of men are slain on her altars.
Thie goddess npproved the offermg, ind the subsequent
eareer of Govind Singh and his violent Jeath seemed
foreshadowid in its bloody innuguration. The Gurn
now asseinbind his fallovwers, mod. nesorsd of the
sucred character of his mission sud its success, began
boldly to preach the new doctrine which was to
wupersodo that of Nfnak as u political eveed and unito
the Bikhs, in the manner which Arjun and Har Govind
had suggeetad, into a militery nation. The old’ Sikh
fith had a baptismnal rits whioh lad fallen into dis-
usw.  This wus resuscitated by Govind Singh as the
neeessnry initiatory ceremony of Sikhism. The pikud
he ndministerad to all hin diseiples presonl.  The pro-
eidure was by the dissolution of sngar-candy in pure
water which was stivred by n dagger.  Over this cor-
tain verses from the Japji of the Granth were recited
snd the neophyte deank s portion, the rest being
gprinkled on his hend and hody, while the baptizer
and the disciple shouted ' Wob ! Furugi ka Ehdlso'
(Vistory €0 the Khilss of the Gury) L

" 'The waviee oF tlie v SikL Commopwisili, Uy Elile, s
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After Guru Govind had baptized his five diseiples,
a number significant in the Khils s forming &

specinl congregation in which (he Gura promised

that his spirit should be ever presént, ho eaused them
to ndminister to him the snme initistory rite, taking the
titls of Ringh, which was enjoinad to be added as a
baptigmal name to wll new professors of the faith,
In the present day the Singhs are the only Sikhs who
arn nocepted s such in popular estimation, snd the
Nanaki Sikhs aro considersd to huve lopsed into the
hody of the Hindu population.

Govind Singl's next step was to adapt the Sikh
seriptares to his own views, and with this objeet he
endeavonred to induce the guardinns of the Adi
Granth st the saered ecity of Karidrpur to permit
him to make sdditions to it; but the Sodhis, the
Sikh pricsts who had the guardinnship of the saored
volume and who wers the deseendants of Guru Rdm
Dis; rofused to accept the authority of the new leader.
They, with their great estabiishments at Anandpur and
Kartdrpur, had already becomp the Brahmans of the
Sikh ereed, with the unbonnded gpiritual pride of their
prototypes, and when they undemstood that the ofjeet
of Govind Singh was to preach the demoeratic doetrine
of equality in & far more liberal faghion than it had
been promulgated by Nanak himself, and that the
lowest classes and even onteasts were o be admitted
oqually with Brihmana to the highur privileges of the
wonnrding tn De. Trumpp asd conlrary to the reeedved derivation

dpgdved fromi tlin Arabie Khlisok sizulfylig one's own propertr,
Tutztge Ao Diar's oF Ghoal s 0w apegun] properiy.
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Khilsa, they were in inmedinte revalt. They de-
nummeed Govind Singh s an impostor and refused to
allow lim to add his hoterodox teaching to the saered
volome in their ehurge. They told him that if he
ware & triue Gurg be-should compile seriptures for
himsclf, whioh he at onee proesedsd to do, the wark
being eompletad in the year 1696, The ohject of
Goviud in this compilation wes not to overturn ar
indeed to modify in sny important particulars the
doetrine bequeathed by Ninak, but to produes s work
which should have on his excitablo and fanntical
followers the effict which he desired in lsunching
theu as & militant. power against the Mubsmmadans,
and meovering the Punjab for the new congregation
of the fmithful. In this by was partly sucesssful, nnd
At the head of & continually increasing bund of de-
woted followers, be commenced his life-work of pro-
pagating the true faith '. His first quarrels were with
the Rajpul chivfs of the Kénge Hills, who sasembled
thair forces to attuok him ot Anandpur. In one of
the fights which onsued near the village of Uhamkour,
now & place of pilgrimage, his two aldest sons, Ajit
Singh aod Johar Singh, wero killed, The imperial
troops had come to tho assistanco of the Rijputs, ani
drove the Guru from Ansndpur and Maehiwdr sue
eessively, his two romaining sons being eapturod,

! A wulued Friand of mioe, Sidde Atlar 8ingh of Bimdour, the
Lisaad o otie of the firad Clo-Sutle) fumilles, has traisalatsd i) pub

liabod an interosting eolbeetion st Sdilis, ihiseribiing Ui wandde

bites el sleetibiores of Gt Togh Babddur wnd bls wm Gorg
Grovind Singh,
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The children were tnken to Sirhind, and there, by order
af the Emperor Aurangzeh, wero buried alive. The Guru
oontinmed his flight into the deserts south of the
Sutlnj ! and after many adventures sottlod et Talwandi
in Patifla territory, which he deelared sghould be as
saored to the Sikhs ss Benares to the Hindus, Thia
halting place is known se Damdama (dans, breath),
anid s a grent Sikh eontro, the best Giamulchl writers
being found here,  Another town, Bhattinds, in the
eame State, is also known as & Pamdama of the Gury
Heve he expelled o demen which was wont o ravage
the town, nnd remained in the neighbourhbod forsome
time, hia fame and influence continually increasing %
An fnferesting nocount of his life st this plaee is
gaven in the Sakhis, which, with cortain deductions
for religious extravaganee, may be nocepted as a fairly
noournte picture of the Sikh prophot holding eourd
like n monarch, and attaching followers by lis Yiber-
ality and munificence. Nor were the oredentinls of
the truo prophet, by the working of mirseles, alsent,
The Sikhis we full of the wonder-working powesr
of the Gurn.  Wa find bis blessing giving ohildren
to ehildless parents . expelling demons !, banishing
disease from n village’, making lrackish water swest!,
punishing treachery by inflicting s doadly and here-
ditary diseass *, making a diad trei to hear leaves nnd
blossoms®, Un one ogension the Hindo and Mubammo-

1 GAkRL 85 54, 5% of Ll wandarings of Gurn. Gorind Singh,
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dan thieves who attempted to steal Lis horses were
smitten with Llindness &, sod on another he made a
warveyor, who had been sent to sppraiss the erops of
one of the [aithful so forgetful of his arithmetic that
he acknowledged the Gura's anthority and beeame a
Sikh %,

The mngnificence of Govind Singh was not main-
tained without a groat deal of oppression, and the
Masands. or deputios of the Guru, teok the place of
the imperial tax-gathorers, and were s0 grasping and
extartionnte, and caused s0 muph discontent snd re-
sistance, that he was sompelled to abolish thow alto-
gother, e then rotamed to his home in Anandpar,
pessing Sirhind, which he with diffionlty disaunded
his poople from destroying in revenge for the eruel
murder of his children. Bot he camed the town, and
ordered his followers whenever thoy pessed it on

pilgrimage to or from the Ganges (o throw twio brisks
taken frow jts walls into the Sotle) or the Jumua,
otherwise their bathing in the boly river would mot
profit them, This is still an invariable practios with
the Bikls who tmavel through the town on foot,
though the railway has much redueed the number of
such pilgrims. I have sometimes wandered throngh
the ruins and mounds of rubbish which make vp a
great part of Sirhind, and have thought it « place
whiel seomed truly neeursel

Some time sfter this, Govind Bingh, for reasons
which ate obseure and which were certainly opposed

Ll 18 TS ¥Sdkhl, 37
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to. the temour of his life and teaching, took serviee
utder the Empéror Babidur Shih ; or perbaps it was
no more than placing his services with & body of Sikh
horse st the disposal of the Mussulman prinee to divert
suspicion from his generally ebullions eonduct and
secure: n little respite from perscontion. In any case
be trnvellod, at the head of his followers, to the Deccan,
where he wis nssasainated by the relatives of an Afghdin,
whom he had slain in s fit of anger, He died in
15708, at the age of forty-eight, at Naderh, on the river
Godévari. This place in known by the Sikha ns
Abehalnagar!, where n shrine to his memory s
annually visited by many Sikha.

To understand the teaching of Covind a few words
ont the principles of the oreed as expounded by Ninak
are teccesary. First it may be obscrved that al-
though the Sikls revere the Adi Granth as a direet
revelation in the same degres ma Christians aml
Muhsmmadans regard their respoetive seriptures, yet
in tho writings of Ninak and his immediste sue-
eessors, 88 colleeted by Guru Arjun, thers is nothing
whiech i of so novel and vrigioal s oliraster as to
deserve more attention than had been givan by Punjabi
Hiniiue to the teaching of holy men like Bhagat
Kabir, from whom it would seem that Ninak de-
rived the greater part of his inspirstion, The dogmas
of the Adi Granth differ in lttle from the esoteric
teaching of Higduiam in ite more ancient and puner
forms. Ninnk wee himself n mystic, and during a

i ALehalbager, Loe i bows of e Qegmrtam
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greut part of hia life an sseotic. His idea wos not
politieal like that of Govind Singh, but ethieal, and
he desired to mise Hinduism from the degraded forms
of superstition and polytheism into which it had
fallen and to presch; in addition to a nobler doetrine,
» purer morality. Ha wae n reformer in the best and
fruest srmse of the word, and Sikhism, ns expounded
by him, in spite of the obseurity and extravagance
which oharacterise the Adi Granfh, is a religion pos.
sessing a noble ideal and a pravtical and social meaning
which place i¢ vory high smong the philosophieal
religions of the eivilizod warlid
There is much in the charaeter sod tesching of
Nfinak which rominda the student of the life and
tenching of the greal Buddlist reformer, whoss die-
vobion to the eanse of humanity and the general
enlightenment of whose doctrino have had so vast an
infience on o Guarter of the human raen
The unity of the Suprome Being was the main point
in the dootrine taught by Gurn Nénak; that He is
Ono and Aloneg, as be affinns in the following eooplet :
‘Whom shall T eall the seeond?  There is none. In
all there s that one Spotless One' (tho Deity)l  Tho
argument between Mussulmans aml Hindos on this
patticilar point is also scknowledged where he says:
“Know that there are two ways (i.e of Hindus and
Mulinmmading), but only one Lord,”  The Deity, under
whatever known name, as Brahm, Hari, Rdm, or
Govind. in  incomprehensible, Invisilile, unereated,
eternal, and alone possessing any vosl existence, He
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is the root of all things; the Primary Cause from
whieh all hmman beings and all Naturs have been
wvolved ; from whom everything hns been expandod,
In the same way as Darwin has taught the swvalution
of apecies, =0 did the dootrine of Ninak proelaim, not
the erestion of Nature by the All-Powerful out of
nothing, but the infinite division of His own sssence
into & plorality of forms. This doetrine is Puntheism,
whieh in the Granfh eo-exists with an exalted Theism,
sometimes one having greater prominenee and some-
times the other, but on tho wholy it may be said that
the teaching of the Grantk is that the whole aniverse
of animate and inanimate things is ao emanation from
tho Divine Essince, who alone exists and without
whom is no real or sepurate existatice. Nature apart
from God is a shadow, & delusion, and a mirage. At
page 665 of the Grandh it is snid—

* 1. The One is diffised in the many and wll-filling ;
whorever [ seo, there is He.

“By the beagtiful mirage of the Maya the world is
delnded ; only some rare one comprebends the truth.

*All is Govind, all is Govind, without Oovind there
is no other.  As un one string there are sevin thou-
sand bends 80 is that Lord lengthwise and arosswisa,

‘2. A wove of water, froth and bubble, do not be-
euthe separate from the water,

*Thiz world is the sport of the Suprems Brabm
playing about, He does oot hecome nnother.”

The more theistie view of the Granth represents the
Supreme Being we altogothoe distinet from the eres-
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tures he has made sud which are an emanstion from
himeelf, unaffeeted by the universsl Miys or dalusion
and resting uncontaminated by it, a8 the lotus fower
reuaing distinel from the pool on' which it rests,
Yolytheism' is discounlenmnesd nod  diseredited in
muny parts in the GFranfl, when it takes the roalistie
form of idolatry ; but Niénsk, in his teaching, did not
direetly dénounce the polytheistic theory, and allowed
the ssteptancs of the myriads of Hindu populee
deitios, all immeasuralily inferior to the one Suprems
Being, from whom, with ali other things, they pro-
teed. Nfnak tnught that the great object of human
exertion wis to avoid transmigration, which i the
principal olject of apprebension by Hindus and
Sikhs alilke.

The Hindu doctrine ie that all earthly actions, good
or evil, exrry with them their own rewand or punish-
ment, Thoss who have been altogether yirtuous are
received into heaven where they remain unti) the
merit hns worked ook, Thon the saint reéturns’ to
earth and is rebormn 23 8 men ander the most favour-
able conditions, through which he passes in innumer-
able transmigrationns, Lis fatnre beivg aeain detéeminad
by bis eonidoet. I hiis life has boen vicious or worldly,
he is thrown inte purgatory from which, after long
periods of punishment, he is reborn in animal forms,
the most dograded of which are reserved for the
gratest miomal turpitode. After countless transmi-
grationn ho ngin becomes & man and s sble by
virtuous conduet gradually o work off his formoer
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transgressions.  Nor, necording to the teaching of the
Gryeunth, has man much choice in his personnl eonduet,
for his destiny is ahsolutely fixed for him and is
indeed emblazoned on his forehead. Nothing is more
¢lour than the deninl of freewill ; gl further, however
virtuous the tendencies of & human soul may he, it
is for ever surronnded by Miya, or delusion. which
eaunot but Jead him sstray. Virlue, passion, and
ignorance are the three qualities, one of which is
predominant in each buman soul, and ss the one or
the pther is supreme, so is the charmmeter of a man in
thia world and lis fortune in the next determined.

Eseapo from transmigration, the ever-present terror
‘was thus the powerful iofluence which was to con-
golidato the new creed and attract diseiplos. As the
koya of henven and hell were enirosted to Saint Pator,
and their presumed possession has given to the Chureh
of Bome its immense vitality and influence over the
minds of men, 26 the power of remission alsimed by
the Gura in the mntter of tmusunigration has given
to Sikbiem the greater part of its sttractiveness. In
the deserin of the Firoxpur distriet, where Uovind
Singh fought a battle with the imperial troups and
waa defeated, e promised this exemption from trans-
migration: (mukt) to all his followers whe shoald
fall in action: and in memery of this deliversnee a
town was founded and a tank buil, which is still &
favourite plues of pilgrimage umler the pame of
Muktzar, '

This exemption from Lhe ¢common lot nud the Hual
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esolution of the epinit of man into the Divine
Esspnios in aequired by calling upon the name of the
Supreme Hoing, Hari, by those who have been properly
rocoived into the faith. whom the Garu lms himself
seceptiod as eleet and t0 whom he has confided the
secxot of vorreotly invoking the Ssered Name, This
initintion on the part of the Cury was however, in the
true apirik of Calviniam, confined Lo the elset, thoss
an whoss forohend Destiny lnd written the decres of
thube enneipaiion.  Soeck fatulistie doctring waa not
dwalt upon, for the vhyious reason that s power of
the: Gum would diminish in proportion ns it was
undurstoed that be eonll nob relleye Lis followers
frnn the bundes of destiny, and it was generally
tought that by religions exervises and by patient
repiplion of the teneling of thy Guru, the heart would
_ be inelined to righteousness and n choloo wonld thus
be allowed which might counteract the fatulistio
duores which was supreme oyver human will, If the
dostrine was in itself contradiotary, it was no wore so
shan the conflict in Calviniam between prodestination
unil freowill, and merely vepresentad the baman yesrn-
ing to eseape from the inevitahle nocessity with which
the whole constitution of the universe appearsd to
surrguml and overwheln mankingd,

The most Important doctrine of the Granth 15 that
of reverence nod obedicnes to the Guru snd respect to
anvd worship of the saints, The praclicss of ablution,
of giving almd, of abstinctice from animel food arm
enjoined, while. aw othical teaching, evil-speaking,
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unchastity, anger, covetousness, selfishness, and want
of faith are especially denounced, Nénak also taught
that ths position of the householder, as head of the
fumily and engaged in the business of the world, was
most honowrable, snd strongly diseouraged the idea
that any specisl virtue was to be geined by tho
peentio life  That trus religion eonsisted, not in out-
ward ceromoninl and the aceeptance of the religious
profession, but in the state of the heart, and that it
was possible to meditale with advantage on spiritual
things while mngnged in the ordinary husinese of life
without retroating to the wilderness or the seelusion
of & monnstery. I is true that severnl ascetic hodies
of Sikhs; of whom the Uddsis aod the Akdlis aro the
most pumerous, subsoquently broke sway from the
teaching of Ninak, but these have always been con-
sidered more or less unorthodox, and the Silkch religion.
us laught both by Ninak snd Govind Singh, was
eminently snited for practical life.

Although the Adi Goanth is hostile to Brghmunas
and altogother ignores or denies their pretensions,
Niank did not direetly enjoin the sbolition of caste.
Yet his tesching was damoeratic and be admitted
us his diseiples people of sll classes withoot dis-
tinetion. 'The dootrine of Nausk was almost identical
with that of his snceessors, and no ehange of sny
religtous. or social importanee was introduced ymtil
the time of Guru Govind Singh, whose teacling and
Look of eonduel were & new starting-point for the
Sikhs and did more than the suthority of Niusk to
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form them into the wilitary nation whicl they aflur-
wanls beeame,

Govind Singh, although, na has bean: before stated.
hie was mory inolined ta polytheistio ideas than to' the
refined Pantheisim of Nénak, did not desire or find it
convenient to attack the doctrine of his great pre-
decessor, when the SodLid of Ausndpur sarcastioally
suggoated his writing & now scripture for himself,
What be wished was to consolidate the Sikh power,
to bring the Sikba more complately out of the rmnks
of Hinduolsm, so s to Inuneh them with greater effoct
pgainst Muhammadanism, sod his ficst stop was to
uholish the eustom of caste wpon whiel Bréhmanism
ia foundwl This netarally brought upon him the
wrath of the priesis of that eresd and the dislike and
suspivion uf sl the higher castes, whose immemarial
privileges were abridged or destroyed by the wd-
mission into the Sikch body of those whom they most
desplead. This part of Ninak's pruckice had been »
stumbling-block to Hindu converts of the higher
castes, but it was not wade with Lim s matter of vital
inportanies 84 with Govind Singh,

The other prosepts of Govind Singh, with the object
of separating his fullowors fram the general body of
Hindud, do not require lengtby notice: they wore
prngipally roles of condust regarding dress; food and
worship. . The Sikhs were snjoined to wear Bl
garmients, & practios which hins long been discontimaed,
axeopt in the casu of the Akdlis: they were to earry
mwword, wod in wdditien live acticls, the Punjahi



THE SIKH THEQCRACY 59

names of which commence with the lotter K. The
kes, or uneut hair and bosrd ; the Elawda, or dagger;
the kamga, or woodin comb; the kdra, or iron
bangle; and kuchd, short drawsrs coming to the lnee.
This last was to distinguish them from the Hindim,
who invariably wewr a loin cloth or dhoti, and thoy
were Turther forbidden to smokes tohaceo, o umiversal
Hindu custom, and one, the probibition of whieh it
must have been diffieult to enforee, aud which has not
bad a favoursble result. The Sikhs bave largely
taken to the consumplion of opium and bemp, the
latter of ‘which is fur wore injurious than tobacvo.
The wmune prohibition hes produced the same offect
among the fanatical Muhsmmadsns of Central Asin
Female mfanticide was prohibiied, and they who
killed (hieir danghtors were pronoineed scoursed
This vustom i the time of Govind Singh and up to the
British annexation of the Ponjab wes very provalent,
especially in the bigher castes, such an the Rijputs,
who had the greatest diffienlty in disposing of their
daughbters. As an example may be meationed the
Rijput houss to which Mahdr{jid CGulfb Singh of
Jammu belonged. Hore the praetive was invarinble,
and no marriage of o daughiter wis known to have taken
pluee in thit family until 871, when the Mahirgjd's
granddaughter was married, amidst grent rejolemgs,
to the son of the ancient house of Jeswel In spite
of the prohibition of Govind, the practice long re-
mained eomman among the Sikhs, and even to-day
there ure parts of the Punjab where especislly in
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sneerdotal Sikh families, the practice is suspoeted to
prevail ; bub ae s yule i may be said that Esglish
influence has put an end to this cowardly and in-
famous crime throughout the Punjub. The peactics
of taking momey for the hand of & daughter or aister
was also forbidden; m prohibition which was often
evaded

The Sikhs wero forbidden to eat meat killed in
ordinary fashion, and animals for food wers ordersd
to bo alsughtered wiih ono stroke of the sword, No
apecial prohibition of beef is mentioned in the Granth,
bt the old tradition wns too strong to bo set aside,
and the cow has remained as ssored su animal to the
Sikh aa to the ordinury Hindu. In frontier raids tho
vanquished Mubammadans would throw thomsalves
ab the feet of their conquerors, and putting u tuft
of gras in their mouths, would appeal for quarter,
erying out, ‘L am your cow.” The Mulimmouidans wem
ospocially beld necorsed, and the prohibition aguinst
Sikbs wearing & enp was to dissociate them from the
Mubsmmndans even in dress. War with thise ensmiss
of the faith was enjoined and no quarter was to be
given to them.  Unorthodox Sikhs, Jains nad Jogis,
were also declared scoursad.

Thire wers many minor prohibitions and direstions,
und one of the most important, the duily reading of
the Granth, was impossible of practics for the resson
thint the Bikhs were commonly illiterste snd were
compellel Lo eontent themselves with oceasionnlly
attending to hoar the Granth read by the lay priests,
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Granthizs, or regiting a passage which they had learned
by hesrt. '

No change took place in Sikh doctrine after the
promulgation of Govind Singh's precepts, but ss has
been elsewhere shown, the pmetice grew more and
more lux; till within recent years a new sect of re-
{ormors arose, founded originally by an Udiei fakir of
Réwal Pindi. His snceessor, s carpenter of the Ludhi-
dnn district, nnmed Riim Singh, rose to considerahle
imporfance and sttachod to himsell a large number
of fanntical diseiples known ss Kukas, who were dis-
tinguished by a peculiar dress and by secret wateh-
worda and politieal organization.

The originel movement was roligious, an abterpt
to roform the Sikh praction mod restore it W the
chumoter it possesaed in the time of Govind Singl.
As the scet grew in numbers, its ambition imeressed,
till, nt Inst, it prenched & revival of the Khilsa and the
downfall of the Pritish Government, At this time 1
happened to be the Chief Seeretary to the Punjab
Ooverument, and the proccedings of the Kukas
eanged 5 groat amount of anxiety and trouble.  They
were nob, however, in spite of their seditious teaching,
interfered with mtil they broke into open revolt and
attacked the Muhammadan town of Maler Kotla near
Ludhifng, The insurreetion wns pit down with great
sevirity and some fifty of the rebels wore blown from
guns aftor summary trial. At the ssme thoo all the
Kuka leadors in different distriots of the Punjab were
arrested in one night aud deported, some to Rangoon,
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others to Aden, and the less important were coufined
in. Punjab jails.  The proeseding of the local
suthoritics of the Amb&la Divigion in blowing the
rebels from gune was disapproved by the Punjab and
Supreme CGovernments, ns too drastie o remody for
the disorder. But, on the other hand, their nction was
taken in good faith, and there is much to be said in
favour of the poliey of suppressing relellion in the
swiftesl and sureat wmnner, It s, in any case, certain
that the proceedings then taken were the death-blow
to a formidably agitstion sgainet Wlie Government,
and the Kukaa, although not extinet, have sabsided
into & disreputable sect whose communistio  and
dobnuehed habits have Tronght upon thew the general
reprebstion of the Sikh community.

In ordinary matters the Sikhe obeyed the Hindu
lnw, But in somo huportant particulsrs, notahly
in that of murrings, they had eustons of their own
which, in their tarn, affected the rules of sussession to
property. The aocepted mle was that, fuiling male
heivs, the widow inherited the wsinte But in wild
times, when the sword was the only wrhiter in dis-
putes, anid wommn wers too weak to hold what had
boens won by the foree and strength of men, the
practice had grave inconveniences:  The Rikh women
had some of the virtues of their sex, and have on
ceeasion shown themsslves the equals of men in
wiadom and administrative ability, Riui Aus
Ronr of Patiila, Rini Dyn Keur of Ambdls. snd Mai
Sadn Kour, for long the lead of the grest Kanbeya
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vonfrdernoy, are exampler of this.  But, as n mle,
un estate which fell into the hands of a Sikh widow
was apt 0 Do exploited by her lover for his per-
sonal advanisge, 4l it would be eeized by some (me
stronger and with as valid a claim to ite possession.
To avert thin evil, the pretioe followed by the Jews
in: old times, of marriage with a brother of the
docessed husband, was introdoced.  The widow wos
allowed generally n chiniee between the brothers, but
with the elder lay tho right if' ho choss to exereiss it
This form of marriage was known aa vhador ddlon,
or throwing the sheet; also as Karewa (Karibif),
signifying p woman who bad been married. As the
origin of the prackico was to seeure the xicecsion in
the family, the offspring of these nnions wers oon-
sidervd ns legitimnte gs those of the more formal shddi
or vydl, and enjoyed the same right to inheritancs ;
But #s & mutter of precedense and dignity they were
not held in equal honour. The conveniones of the
thinlay ddlne morriage, especially in time of war,
when Ehe elaborate coremonial of the whddi wan im-
possible, or unsuited to the rank or caste of the bride,
whe might be & slave girl or a eaptivd, eaused s
gonoral extension to other unions than those with the
brother's widow. Bul in these oases, tho olject of
seenring  the succession nol being st dssne, the
chaday ddlng wife aml her issue wem not held of
miteli nesount, and her place. indeed, was little abiove
that/af the ordinary eomeuhine. . The informality of the
pravtice rendered it suspieious, nad it was: notorious
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that many elave-girls on the death of their masters,
supported by the wholesule perjury so generally avail-
able in the East, olaimed ostntos on the strngth of
s protanded chodar ddlng mmringe. Thie wae the
onse with the mother of Mahirdji Dhulip Singh, who
was acknowledged an successor to the throne of
Lahore ns the result of & palace intrigue, although his
mother was & mere slave-giel i

The right of the widow o resmarry at her own
ehoies, when ghe waa not plaimed by bar lnte husbanid’s
Lrothier, was everywhors admittiod. and there are -
gtances of women making even third merriages, known
as threwa,

With reymrd to the sueeession of sens there wure
twir eustons, one known ss chadarband, confined to
the Sikhs of tho Ménjha; and the other bhathand,
practised by the Malwh Sikln. The first divided the
property among the mothers in oqual shares; the
socond in equal shares among the sons.  For example,
suppesing & man left twe widows, one of ‘whom lnd
one son and the other three; by chodarbend the
single son of the first widow would take half the
gslnto aol his thres halEheothers would caeh take s
sixth. By bhoiband the four sons would each receiveo
o (punrter:

This irregular practics in marriage is not followed
by the higher eastes, Brihmans and Khattris, who may
have embraced Sikhism. They follow the old Hindu
ritunl, but even then are regueded as outesats by the
urthodox  eommunnity who will not give thom a
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duughter in marriage excopt for very large pums of
mavey. In such cuses the girl i considered s dead
by her own fumily,

Daughters and their issus wore in all cases held
incompetent to inherik ws, if this bad been allowed in
4 kocioty in which girls wire nlways tarricd as soon
b they reached puburty, estates would have passed
ot of the possession of the original funily.

The practics of Sats, or widow-burning, was common
in the casy of chiefs of high degroe. whon the womm
weré nob allowed to olaim their privilege of re-marringe,
and it was often extended to the female servants amd
concubines of the decensed. When Mabérdjd Ranjit
Singh died ane of his wives, Mahtab Devi, was burnt
with bim !, snd three lndies of his zendna of the rank
of Rini. On the fuveral pile of his son, Maliréji
Ehnrak Singh, one of his chador ddine wives, &
besutiful woman numed [sar Kour; was bumnt.  She
was unwilling to be & Sdf; and it i said that she
was foroml 1o burn by the minister Rgjd Dhydn Singh.
Tso of the wives of Nao Nihél Singh, the grandson of
Banjit Singh, became Satls. The last two widow-
burnings in the Punjsh were remarkable ss showing

! This ludy wise & Bdjput, the natural datwghber of Bijd Sansnr
Chend Katoch. “The Safi wae probatly m voluntary ous, for the
pound NAjpub women tweed o enpshler the disegreeable duty of
turning themeelves with their huibands & privilege slbachiog is
thale hiloe blood, When the hawdame Bajd Surhed Singh, grant
upele to e prescit Mauliasdfd of Hasbinls, was killod st Lahore,
his ten wiveannd the Huee Jumideed aumarriod lidies of his sondig
womrritbod S, some at Labew, 130 &t Rdmmngar, whern hin heail
wins Dpouigght, weud (e othees ot T of thels swi B

-
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this eurvious Hindu custom at its worst and st its bout;
in other words, whore the vietims were hrl:l:tnﬂ\’
murdered in the pame of religion, or wheye timy
yoluntarily and cheerfully met the death of firo aa the
glorigus erown of s lifo of self-saerifice and devotion.

The firet took place an the 22l of Seplember, 1845,
when the body of the debauohod and infamous Jowihir
Singh, brother of ‘Héni Jindan and minister of the
State, who had boen killed by the infuriated soldisry
whe rightly suspeeted him of treachory to the Khilaa,
was burmt on the plain outside the Lahore fort. Tt
wost devided that his four wives shonli] be barnt with
bim, though the unfortunate women boggod for their
lives. The scens st tho funeral pile was a whocking
ane,  The troops, who had lost all discipling, stripped
the womsn of thuir jewols and tore awny their nose-
vings: A Saff is considered u snered object nmong
Hindus, and her lnst wonds prophetiv, Af the feet of
these wratohed women, Ha&jd Dins Nath, who was
afficially present on behall of the Réni amd muny
others, fill down, bmpladng their blossings  Tha
Satfs blesped bim and the Mahérijé. but oursed the
army of the Khilea When wiked the fate of Lho
Punjab, they answored that durung the year the
evnntry would lose its independence, the Kbhilsa be
overthrown, and the wives of the tun of the srmy
woulldl be widows, Tliey were thin foresd into the
flunes of the funemal pile; but the propheey eute
true, and no corse was more amply fulfilled.

The nest Saté was of the widow of Sinlir Shim
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Bingh of Attdri, onv of the noblest and best of the
Sikhs; He was killed st Sobrdon. He had de-
nounced fhe war with the English, and well foresaw
what ita termination must be. But he resolved to
fight for tho Khilsa. and on (he night before Sobtkon
ba swore on the Granth never to lwve the Held
defeatod. In the moming hi dressed himself in white
and, having mounted his whito mare, nddressed his
men, bogging them, as true sons of the Khalea, to dia
mther than yield. During the first part of the battlo
he wns evorywhere present, urging the Sikhs to fight
bravely ; nnd it was not till ho saw that all was Jost
that he gpurred forwnrd sgainst the soth Regiment,
wiving his sword and ealling on his men o follow
him. Some fifty of them ohéyod the eall, but wero
drivan into the river Butlej, and Sham Singh fall dead
from his borse, piercod with seven bullets.  Afer the
battle his servants begged permission to search for
his hody. The old Sirdér, conspieuous by his whits
dross and long white beard, was discoversd whara the
doad sy thickest. His servants placed the body on s
raft and swam with it across the river; bub it wns
not 6ill the third day thst it reschisd his hows at
Attéri. His widow, who knew his resolution not
to survive defoat; had alrendy burnt horself with the
elgthes whicl the Sirddr had worn on his wedding
day. This was tho last Saté in the Punjab, and the
pillar which marks the spot whers it fook plaee is
atill standing outside the walls of Attdri,

Hlegitimacy was beld to be & bar to suceession, but,

ES
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s may readily be suppossd, in rude times, when
the will of the strongest was often the only law,
bastards not unfrequently oltained a position to
which they were nol entitled by birth. Moreover
when throwing s sheet over n woinsn (ehadar déina)
gave ler the foll status of & legitimate wifo, it wos
difficult to distinguish between the lawful son and the
bastard. There were sgain degrees in illegitimaoy,
aiid woll-rocognised  distinetions Lotweon legitimate
and illegitimate coneubinuge, the son of o pommon
stave girl not manking with one borm of & girl of
respoctable position who may have ¢ome to the liouue
of the ehiel as oue of the attendunts on his bride,
With regard to the sucoession of collatorls there
was sowme difference of prastice, but the general rule
wue ngainst it, ns indeed is proved by the oustom of
the Karews murrisgo under which o man taking the
widow of his decensed brother nequired rights of sue-
gession which ho would not otherwiss have possesacil.
Muhirdji Ranjit Singh alogether refusd to allow
collsternls any rights, unid on fallure of mnls heirs of
the body he invarinbly elsimed an estate, though be
ordinarily resssignod it to n near rolation on payment
of & heavy fine or nasning. The praotics of the
English in the protectad Cis-Sutle) States was similar
and on much stronger grounds, for the Mdlwsi Sikhs
Liad been fur more suburdinate to the Delhi Govern-
ment than thess of the Manjhn, who were the con-
querors’ and frecholders of their own lands, while
Runjit Singh was merely the most suecessful among
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roblier chiefs, i inter poves, The Hritish Govern.
ment succeedod to many large estates under this rle,
such as Biriyn. Ambdls, Thanessr, Diflgarh, Rudour,
Mustsfibdd, Firozpur, and Kaithal. After 1860 the
Government decided to change its poliey, and, con-
ferring un all the principal chiefs the privilege of
sdoption, practically waived for over its right of
cschent. That this policy was, in the main, wisa may
be admitiad, and its results have betn to strengthen
the position of the Government with the native States:
But it mny be questioned whethor it was not earried
out in too genersl sod liberal & manner, and whether
it wonld not hivwe been more judicions to hwve granted
tho right of adoption for s tevm s & special rewand
for the highest perviees to the Govarnment, renewnhble
or denieil after full ponsideration of the ciroumstanoes
of each case. As it is, the indiseriminnte grant of
tho right of adoption by Lord Canning. making the
Government an earthly Providence whose favours are
conferred alike on the just and the unjust, hus de-
prived it for ever of the power of rewnrding loyalty
und devotion most splendidly, and of most effectively
-punishing tresson.



CHAPTER IV

Tue Brare or v Posoas ar Raxair
Stxan's Braril

(ivre Govixp Sixew had anmouneed to his dis-
tiples that he wns tho Inst of the prophets.  With
his death, the work of forming the Sikhs into »
prowl, smbiticus and warlike people, inspired with
deadly hatred of their Mussulman invailers, COMGUETIS
nnd masters, was eomplets.  The Khélss, fully armod
and equipped for victory, had sprung from the brais
of the great Guru, as Minerva from the liead of
Jupiter.. But it was only in organimtion, in mariial
spirit, und in the eymputhy of & common fuith and
buptiem that the elect of the aword were, as vet,
strong, They wers fow in ‘number whon opposed
to the legions of their enomics : thoy wers poor and
of small repute if eompased with their Oppiressors
who commanded the whole resourees of Hindustn,
With nothing but their faith, their brave hearts snd
their ewords, they engagul in a death-steugyle with
tho Mughal Empire wlich, in the days of the Emperor
Aurangszeh, Taised a rovenue estimnted st wighty
millives sterling, or doubly that which is now raised
in netual taxation by the British Government from a
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larger population. Fortunately for the Sikhs they
had an slly in the fecocious higotry of the Empe-
ror which oreated enemios o his throno in overy
Fendutory Hindu Stnte, nnd eventuslly brought
the magnifiomt fahrie of Empire o the ground.
Despotisms  that have no other foundation than
the personal gualitics of individuals san never ba
seenre,  Sagacity, unsclfishnes and benevolence nro
not the fruits which grow on the thoms snd
brambles of tyranny. Iypnoranl, debauehed, eruel, and
fauntical despots nre far more liksly to tarn up
whin s cymical Fortune deals the cards. Had it
besn passible to produce a suceession of pringes like
Akbar the magnificent, who, take him all in all, wos
perbaps the man most brilliant and complote, in lia
intélleatunl aseendency, of all historieal autoemis,
the Mughal Empire might bave been flourishing
to-dny, and English traders would still bo humbily
soligiting imperial favour at Delli, befors the pes-
cock throms. But the bigoted intolernnos of the
Emperor Aurangzab, who, npart from his: religion,
wans of blsmeless 1y and possessed of many aceom-
plishmente, did more to rmin the Empire than the
oxtmvagances of his predecessors nnid suseessors,

As to the Sikhs, his persecutions strengthened thoir
obstimte attuchment to their fath, aod the ihront of
death and torture nover won Inlim o single eonverf
The blood of the martyrs was, as over, the seod of
the Chnreh,  bmpotent to orush it entively, Aurangaoh
only sueceedud in infusing its spirit into fneh votaries,
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and in inkpiring the Sikh people with that hatred
of the Muhummadan ereed which in still glowing in
the enibers, rendy to burst into fierce life shonld the
British Government nver withdrmw ita restraining
hand. Delhi bas seen this spirit' revived, ss have
the Afghins of the North-West; and it will blaze
high should the Ghizis of Central Asin madly think
of marching agein to the plunder of Hindustdn,

The history of the Sikhs from the doath of Gum
Govind Singh to the birth of Ranjit Singl can only
be briefly notiosd. the more 30 as 1 have nlready
given a sketeh of the origin and chameter of the
Sikhs-and. their croud, so that it may Do readily
undorstood what were the men whom the great
Mahardjé ruled wod the natore of the dootrine of
which he beesme the official representative, The
materinl for an historical reenrd of the sevonty-two
years which this period covers (1708-1784) ia mengrs
and unrelinble so far a8 the Manjha Sikhs are oon-
cernod.  More is known of the Southern Sikhs, As
to the Mubammadan record, it is foll of grest amd
varied imterest, and includes the invasions of Nadir
Shéh, of Ahmad Shib, and the gradual decline and
dixintégration of the Mngha! Empire, whose governors
and lentenants threw off the nuthority of the
Exuperors and declired themsalves independent.

The military suceessor of Govind Singh was Banda,
who during the reign of Aurnngzeb’s thres sneoessors
showed great meygy and some military tulent, de-
feating the imperial troops on more then one oves-
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gion, nod mvaging the country of the Bari Dodb
until he was, in 1516, eapbured with some thousnnds
of hia followers and carried a prisoner to Dalhi.  Theri:
he wns pud to denth with uvery refinement of torture
after having been compelled to Kill his son with his
own hands, Afler thiz crushing defeat, we hear little
of the Sikhs until the invasion of Nadir Shili, whose
gasy conquest of Delbi and plander of the city wo
weakened the Moghal Government that the Sikhe
took heart and again prepared for battle, Al
Mubammadans, whether Persigns, Afghfns, or Mu-
ghals, were to them acoursed, and with egual alaerity
they sitacked the seatiered detachments of Naldir
Shih's army, or plandered the baggage of Abmad
Bhih Abdili, who after the sssassmation of Nadir
Shih had beoome master of Afphéniatfin and invaded
the Punjab in 1747, The condoet of thie prines to
thy Sikhs waz coneiliatory, and he would have bien
glad to enlist them on his side, first agninst the
Delhi Government and thon agninst the Murdthis,
whom Lo defoated in turn.  But the Sikhs, although
they hated the Mughals, bore no Jove to the Afghins,
and had no wish to build up st Dello an empire
stronger than that which hud preceded it and bind
the yoko more fimnly on their own necks. The
horsemanship, frugal habits, snd rapidity of mowve-
ment of the Sikhs made them formidable opponents,
und elthough thoy reeeived constant and severe
dufeats from the better armed snd diseiplined Mu-
hmmmadan troops. they never lost heart aud only
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dispersed to reappenr shortly afterwards in increasing
swarms.  Ahmad Shih, who was o very brilliant
londer, thongh he had Tittle talent for organization or
administration. and - quickly loat the provinces he
vonquered, invaded Indin yesr after vear, sometimes
wnrohing as fsr south as Delhi. at other times going
no further than Lahore or the Sutlef. On eash
occasion hie hnd to reekon with the Biklia, who aver
gained greater confidoncs and power and were
forming themselves into confoderncies, or misle,
in which & number of robber ehisfa agreed, after o
somewhat democrstic and equal fashion, to follow
the fag and fight under the genoal orders of
one powerful leader. This organization mads tham
more formidable,. The several chiafs built their forts
in gonvenient places and  gradually overran the
whole plain country of the Punjab, shutting np the
Mubsnmadan governors in their forts at Sichind,
Dinfinagur, nnd Lahore, which last ity they bwice
seized and ocoupisd for some time, Thoy rebuilt
the asered places of Amritsar and refillsd the Tank
of the Water of Immortality. When tlia Alghéin
prines enme down, yenr after year, from the motn-
tsins, the Sikhs retired from hefors him: as he
retired. dhey again seizod the proy they had tew-
porarily abandoned; The years 1761-62 wers the
tumning-point in Sikh history, aod as suel require
bwief noties, for they contuin the first stand of
the Khilsa againet a regular army,  Its defent,
although sovers, gave it so mueh confidenco that
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it wan nble, the following year, to conguer the
provines of Sirhind, and to found on  secure hasis
the grest chiefships of the Cis-Satlej.

Zin Khin bad been appointed by Ahmad Shih,
in 1761, as his governor st Sirhinid.  But no soaner
lindl the Afghén turned his face bomeward than the
Silkhs, golleating in great pumbers, besinged Zin Khifn
in his fort and would eertainly have taken it amd
annihilated the garrison had pot help eome in the
form of the Mussulman Khfin of Maler Kotla, When
Almad Shih returned, the following your, to Indis,
lie resolved to punish the Sikhs for their maoclont
attack on Sirhind. They had sssembled near Barndls,
then the principal town in Patidla temitory, and,
in addition to the chiefs of the Clis-Sutlej, thers wore
muny of the leaders of tho Minjha Sikhs who had
erussed the Sptlej as Ahmad Shéh advaneed, The
movements -of the Afghfing had been so rapid thas
the Sikhs wiere surprised, surrounded and compelled
to give battle, and were defosted with the loss of
20,000 men and many prisoners, among whom was
Als Singh the chief of Patisls, for whoss mnsom five
Inkhs of rupees wero demsnded.  This sum was paid
with great diffioulty, and Ahmad Shib, who was a
man of great sagacity, thinking it would be wise to
eoneiliate tho Sikbs after having given them so con-
vinging s proof of his power, embrased Als Singh
and bestowed on him w dress of honour with the
title of Raji.

This unwonted dignity aronsed against Als Singl
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tho jealousy snd anger of all the other ehiofiy who
doglared that ho had betrayed them, that the title
wis the priee of his treachery, and that it was dis-
graceful for n Sikh to aecept sn honour eonforred by
# Mubammadan, o foreigner and an enemy. They
wotll have svenged spon him their defont had not
Sirdér Jasse. Singh Abluwalia. at thay time far more
infludntinl than Alx Singh himsolf, taken his part.
Matters weve, ut length, smootlwd over, but it was
nocessary for Aln Singh to prove by his actions that
b was not o servant of the Durdni king.

No sooner hnd Ahmad Shih returneid to Kibul
than the Sikhs reguined cournge. Thi confadurmeies,
north and south of the Sutlej, for onoe laid aside
their feuds and jealousics and united for apother
great effort against Sirkind.  Aln Singh joined with
ardoar in the expedition. The Sikhs from the
Ménjha nsembled in oumbers in the neighbourhood
of Sirhind, after having etptured the town sud fort
of Kutiir below Lahore ; and the chiefs of the Malwa
joined them, i1l the army, ahnost entively oavalry,
numbered 23,000 men.  Zin Khén, the governor,
trosting o that dread of regular troops whioh the
Sikha had ever shown, came beyond fhe town to
give tham batide, but he was killed and his force
utterly routed. The Sikhe lmmodiatoly took pos-
session of ihe town, which they sscked and destroyed
i revenge for the murder of the children of their
prophet, and the provines of Sivhind wns divided
among the conguerors, the town and e dsteiel s
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rounding it being allotted to Rij& Als Singh,  Ahmad
Shil, who returned the following year, made no
attemnpt o recover Sirhind or appoint another
governor, but sceepting the logic of ¢vents assigned
the district to Ala Singh on payment of an snnual
tributs |,

Thus the Sikhs, both by their defeat and their
vietory, soquired a stutus which they did not hefore
possess, and had they known bow to pul sside
privato jealousics and unite habitually as they hwl
done for the conquest of Sichind, they would have
besorme sa formidable and irresistible in North Indis
an tho Mardthis in the South and West, But the
demoosalie nature of the Sikh faith, responding to
the nutursl sentiment of the people, resisted ull
l.t.im:l:-ph at dictation by one central sothority,
unkil Mahfirdjd Ranjit Singh broke down opposition
and redoced dyvals and encmies o 4 ecmmon
ohedience.

The history of Sikh development betwoen this
yoar 1763 and the birth of Ranjit Singh in. 1780,
ot mather to tho death of his father Mahin Singh
and s own succsssion to the headship of the Sukar-
chalin misl in 1751, & period of great imporfance
und intarest, must be etodied elsawhere®,  All that

b T Rl ot Fymyil

= fhe only,works in which the history of this period hus besu
treabed B @vtall wro ney Pawjob Chish and Siais of e Sl

the ftrut Lho fall ancoril of e various mieds uorth of he Subled
wil| b frund wmder such lieads wn the Bdiogarkion the Mgy,
the EKanboyun: whils the secowd b the history of Lhe Fhilklan
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I8 necesary here is to explain the guneral Sikh
orgnnization in misls or confediracies and the dis-
tricts whiol wers held by the several ohiefs.

The Sikh misls were, in popular estimation, twelve
in aumber, and although this enumeration is mis-
loading, and several of the ineluded confederaoies were
hardly of sufficient importance to warmnt their beting
placed in the list, yeb it muy for convenienes bo here
adhered &0, 1 will, however, place them in what 1
sotgider the order of their unportanee st the time
of the irth of Mubérdj Ranjit Singh.

t. Phiilkisy, 7 Krora Singhia.
2. Ahluwalia B. Nishdnin

3. Bhangi. 9 Sukarchakia.
4. Knuheyn 10 Dulolwala

5 Ramgnrhin 1. Nakkais

6. Singhpiria 12, Shahids.

OF Wiese, Now. 2, 3, 4, 5,0 wndd 11, hald lands. nortly
of the Sutly, and the remnining six, south of that
river, The Philkian wisd was- composed of & group
of chiafs deseended from » common ancestor, and
ropresented st the present day by their deseendanis,
tho Muhirijs of Putifls, the Réjis of Jind and
Nabha, the Sirdirs of Hndour, Malod ami many
others of loss importanee. It played & very important
part in early Sikh history, but in spite of the Tamily
eonneetion of its members or porhups in ST T
of i, united motion by the mid was rare snd. its
power wis not equal to its epportunitios,

The Abliswalis fainily was founded by Sédbo Singly,
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o Jat of the Kalil or distiller caste, who settled the
willige of Ahlu from which the family took its name
But the true founder of the eonfederney was Sirdir
Jnsss Singh, fifth inthe descont from Sddho, who was
born in 1718, ton years after the death of Guru
Govind Singl. He rose to distinetion and was & man
of great shility and n euccessful military leader. He
did more than slnost any chief to econsolidate the
Sikh power, s nb this time of his death, in 1783, was
probably the most infinontial of the Sikh chiefs. His
possessions wera chiofly in the tract of sountry betweon
the rivers Sutlej and Beas

The Bhangis took their name from the enslnvemont
to Bhang, an intoxieating preparation of hewp, of
their famons lender Sirddr Hari Singh, who, with his
brothers Jhanda Singh und Gonde Singh, made his
head-yuariers in the Amritesr distriet and overran the
nelghbouring eountry snd captured snd held the city
of Maltin for several years. They wore crushed by
Mahirdjs Bunjit early in his pareer, as will hereafter
be told.

The Kanhevas wore quite as powerful as the Bhangis
and retsined thelr possessions longer owing to their
connection by marrisge with tho Mahfnijd, Ranjit
Singh, Their chief, Jai Singh, married his infant grand-
dunghter Mulitab Kour, in 1786, to Banjit S8ingh, who
was himself only six years old. When Jai Singh died,
in 1589, his daughter-in-law Sads Kour, the mother of
Mahtab Kour, & widow of great ability and un-
sarupulousnase. took command of the confoderscy, and
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held her own aguinst hor son-in-law, suceessfully, till
1820, The possessions of the Kanbeyas inoludsd a
lirge part of the Amritsar and Guordéspur distriets.
A second lady of ‘this house, Réni Chund Kour, who
marriod Prings Khirak Singh, the only sont of the great
Mahirijd, hnd as stormy and eventful & life us Sada
Kour, sod the adventures of these intriguing women
show how powerful formale influence was wmong the
Sikhs under the liberal ereed of Nénak and Govind
Singh.,

The Bémgarhin niis! shared with the Kanboyas the
snored city of Amritsar and the neighbouring distriete
Lt eould wt the height of ita power put eight thousand
fighting men into the field Sirddr Jasss Singh, who
was the most distinguishod of ite captaing, suceusded
Lo ite leaderabip in 1758, He firsk foctifiod Amritsar,
a portion of which he sarrounded with s high wed wall;
ealling it Rém Rowni or the furt of God. Tt was goon
sttacked and destroyad by Adine Beg, the imperial
governor of the Jalandhar Doib; but, on his desth,
Jusza Singh rebult i, aod renwmed it Rémgurh, from
which the eonfedermoy took its nnme.

He was w famous fighting baron and made long
expeditions, plundering up b the walls of Dulhi.
O one oceasion he penstrated into the heart of the oity
annl carried off’ four guna from the Mughal quartor.
The governoe of Meerut paid hisn tribute,

The Singhpririn confidirnoy was ab one tima VEry
powerful, und, before the days of Jusa Singh Allu-
walln and Aln Singh of Patidls, its fousider, Sirdir
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Kspiir Singh was perhaps the most renowned of the
Sikh barans. He was known as Nawib, one of the
fow inatances of n Sikh taking a distinotivaly Muhnm-
modan title,  He seized the village and distriet of
Faizallspir near Amritsar from Faimllf Khin, and
gave it the name of Singhplira, whence the title of the
wmisl, though ikis as often known as Faizullapim. This
chiaf diod in 1753, and Jassa Singh Ahlowalis sue-
eccedod to the greater part of his inflnence, though Lis
nephew Khushhidl Sinch and his desconiants kept
posscssion of the territory. This eonfedernoy held
portions of Ludhifina, Niirpur. Jilandhar, and thenorth-
wiestern portion of the Amhils distriet.

The Krom Singhiss, who took their name from
Sindir Krora Singh, had possessions ohiefly Between
the Juoma sud Makands rivers.  The powerful family
of Kelsin wna the principal member of the misd, and
in still & niling houss in the Cis-Sutlej: also Sirdir
Baghal Singl of Chiloundl, whose family is now
axtinet.

The Nishfining who took their name from the
Nighdn or banner of the Khilss, were never of macli
consequence.  Sirdir Jai Singh, the most important of
the confedemney, obtained Lis estates after the congoest
of Sirhind in 1763, Members of the miad hald Ambila,
Fiddran, Shiibibdd, Amloh. and other districts.

The Bukarchukias are famous not from the amount
of their nriginal possessiona but from the faet that
Ranjit Singh was their last representative, and their
hintory will he inelnded in that of the Mabirijs.

¥
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The Dulelwala confederacy took its nume from the
village of Sirddr Tdr Singh, who wes ita prineipal
lemder, and who, with his followers, held n great
portion of the upper Jilandbar Dokh wni the northern
portions of Ambsila and Ludhidna, with some estates in
Firozpur. The Nakkais inhabited what s known
as the Nakka country Jying between Labure mml
Gogrira in the divestion of Miltdn, It was never n
powerful sonfederacy; but eonld bring. into the field
gome two thousand homemen with eamel-rwivels aml
s few guns. Bub the Jits of this part of the Punjah
arm notoriowsly trnve, and under Sirdfic Hirs Singh
and Rdm Singh they sequired territory worth ning
Inkha of ropees per snnum, in Gogairs, Kasdr, and
Sharnkpur.

The Shinhids, the last of the eonfederncies, were rathor
& religious than s military body, though the priests
fouht in thoss duys 85 well as the luymen. The Khalss
was the true wnbodiment of the ebureh militant
The founder of the Shahid mis! wus Sudds Stngh,
the muhant or head of the shrine st Talwandi, where
Gura Govind Singh had made his resting-place {Dam-
dama). He was killed fighting against the Mubamma-
dun govarnor of Jilandhar, and his hesd having hoen
struck off bu is reported to have ridden some distance
snd killed several of the enemy befors be fall from his
homse,  Hence ho was known as the mariyr (shalifd),
and his followers took his nsme. This ponfediraoy,
which used to join itself to othors rather thag fight on
ita own necount, obtained estates about Réuia, Khari
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anil Jarodi, and its representativis still hold chirgee
of thy ssered shrine of Damdama.

Such is o sketel of the fghling sonfederacics of the
Sikhs during the eghteanth contury and the first part
of the nineteenth, But their composition was nlways
changing, and thelr possessions passed from one Land
to another very mpidly. They fought against each
other more often than against the commion enemy the
Muhammadans, and thelr internooing war was only
ended by Mahirijd Ranjit: Siogh erushing all who
wors not ahielded by the British guarantes, Fven
within the burders of sach confederaey itsalf, the barons
wore always quarrelling, and first one ehief and then
anothor tool the lesd. This was dus to the eon-
stitution of Sikhiam, under which no such thing as
vassaloge or fends! swperiority wws acknowledged.
The principle ol the creed wans frternity, and tho
Sikhs boasted of being communities of indapendent
goldiers. Whils the Khilss wae still young snd
snithusiastie, and the power of no individusl ehiof
wad inordinately great, this iden of independonee
reprosented & stato of thinga vot far removed from
the truth; but es the more ifmportant ehiefships
gradually increased in power, their smallor noigh-
boum ware compellod, either for protoetion against
others or to avoil sbsorption altagether, to place
themselves ymder the protection of some leader ahle
vo efend thiom, rondeving in return service in the Su)d.

All that a Sikh chief askeéd in these days from
& follower was a horse and & matchlock.,  All that

P
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& fllower sought was protection and permission
to plunder in the name of God and the Gurn under
the banner of the ehiof. Thers was Jittla question
of pay.  All Sikhs wern thooretically equal, and he
who, liks Amar Singh Majithia, eould piores o tree
through with an wrrow, or like Harf Singh Nalwa,
conld Kill a kiger with a blow of his sword, might
soon ride with followers bebind him and eall hinsall
n Sinlkr, The time camp when, Hke the Jews, thie
Sikhs ok a king, and in some degres forgot the
dream of oquality which Lind boon so desr to them.
Buk all the groat families, north and gouth of the
Sutlej, bave the samo arigin ; the law of foree, the
keen sword and the strang hand ware the foundations
opott which Sikh socicty, ns indecd every other
powerful soniety in the world, was founded. To
attract followers by his power nnd sucesss wus
the muin desive of wvery Sikh ehlef Who they
were, snid what were their antecedents, wore: matters
of no eonsequencs if only they eould fight wnd ride,
which almost every Sikh eould do, In these days
every village became a fort, built on a high mound
to overlook the plain eauntry, with but ene sntranco,
atidl narrow lanes in which two men sonld hardly walk
abresst. A neighbour, as with the Jews and Samari-
tans, was aynonymous with an enemy, xnd Husband-
men ploughed the fields with matehlocks by their
side. No man could consider his land. his horae, or
his wifie seenrs unless he was strong enouyl b defend
thiows 5 for although the Sikh lenders were hest plensad
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with the spoil of Mubanynadans or the capture of as
tmperial eonvoy, they were more sobbors then patriots
and plandered with frank fmpartislity. Owe thing
in their favour must be said, which raises thom far
above the Pindiris of Centndl Indis or the deeoita uf
Bengal: they fought and plundered like men and not
like demons: Thereare fow stories in Sikh history of
outmge to women and torturs Lo men such as eain the
pages of South Indian history with eruelty and blood.

Many o preity Jitni girl was; it is true, earried
off in o foray, but she was gonenlly o willing
captive. She had beem taught to cousider couruge
and strengtl the only quilities to desire in a husband,
and was guite ready to yield hersell s prize to the
man who had won ber in fair fght, und who wounld
wnke her hiz luwful wifo, though he had killed ber
brothers and burted their village. Yet, while the
‘Sikhs wore undoubted robbers; and though catile-
lifting was the one honoumble profession smongsl
them, is on the Seottish border a few hundrad yeam
ago, their enthusissm for their faith, their hatred to
the Mulismmadens who had so long trampled them
under foot, who had killed their prophets and thrown
down their altars, pave them & certain diguity, and
to their objecls sud expeditions an almost national
intorest,

The Sikh army wos known as the Dal Klidlsa, the
army of God, sometimes the Bwike Dal or veteran
nrmy. It consisted for the wost part of envalry ealled
Kuttiawand, who found their own borses and voeeived
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a doubls shure of prize money. Eaeh chicf, in pro-
portion to his means, fornished hotses and wemi to
his rofuiners who wers ealled Bérgirs; and as the
first tribute exaoted from s conquered distriet wan
horses, the infantry soldier was, after s susesssful
cauipaign, ganerlly transformed into a trooper. The
infantry were comsidersd an inferior lraneli of the
sarvion, and were only used for gurrison wnd sentry
duty, sud the battles of the Sikha were invariably
cvalry netions. The only infuntry who enjoyed suy
rispret woro the Akdlie.  These were a fanatical body
uf devotees, who dressed in dark blue and wore round
thor bnkans steol quols: partly for show and purtly,
i weapons, though thay were not very effetive.
Their uther distinetive signs wore & knife stuek in
the turban, s sword stung round their neck, and a
woodun alubl. These men, excited by homp, worne
generally the first to storm a town, and often did wx-
cellent service : but they wero lowless wnd uneertain,
and, iu pesceful times, enjoyed almost boundless
lieeriwe.  The Sikh weapon wie the sword, witl which
the cuvelry were very wkilfull Bows mmil airows
Ware used by the infantry, swl & few matehlooks;
but powider was senreo ml its uso little liked Ly thi
Sikbe, who wero never ut enss with & musket in bheir
hands.  For the sane reasons they possessed scareely
any artillery ; nnd althowgh Banjit Singh, with the aid
of Fronch and Tialian officers, formed a very puwer-
ful and woll-sppointed astillery, it was, to the last =
liauch of the servios hated by evory true Sikh, and
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principally filled by Muhsmmadans, The prize monoy
taken in u campnign was equally shared among the.
sombatants: if & soldior was wounded le invariably
reosived compensation, and if he was killed, his son
or netrest mule relative was entertained in his place.
The chiefs or barons were known by some eognomen
which specially distinguished them; for the Hindu
namis wers few in mumber and the saffix Singh was
universal.  Generally this pddition was taken from
their birthplace, or from & town thiey had conquersd,
as Jassa Singh, Alilnwalin; sometimes from s per-
sonal peenlinrity or attribute, gool or had. A=
exmmples of these may bo quoted Nidhin Singh,
Pasjhithal (the ive-handed, from bia great prowess
in battle): Lelina Singh, Climni (from lhis short
stisture}; Mohe Singh, Lamba (the tall); Sher Singh,
Kanils (the fool); Knrm Singh, Nirmala (the spot-
less), mnid & humdred wmore with whieh Sikh history
is full; and of which many have desceuded to the
present day aa an honoured part of the family name.
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Tug Manindsa

Nu tmvellor can have visited the Punjal without
beeoming familiar with the featires of the groat
Mehdrdje  Although half a cantury hus pussed winoo
hiy death, his namo is still o household word iu the
provines; his portrait is sijll proserved in eastls and
in cottage, I is w favourite subject with the ivory
Painters of Ariritsar and Delhi, by whinu the Mulg-
thik s ondinarily ropresented in widdle or old nge,
end it is rary 60 find one of hith in youth or in the
prime of life. The fine arts were not mngh potronised
i early dsyn at the Court of Lalwre, Laty in life
Ranjity Singh disl not maks & plesaing picture, though
his appesranes was striking and memoralile Hard
work, the exposure of numeruis eampaigns, dranken.
ness mud dubauchery sged hivn before hin time, and
luft hirn at fifty 8 wom-ont, broken-down. ol wan,

are muny eontemphtary deseriptions of him.
This by Baron Higel is us vivid as any —

‘In pirou be & dort ard maun Jouking, aud lind be vot
distinguishied himsall by his wrent bnlectn he would be jussed
by without buing thotight wuthy of observitive  Wikbou
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wnagrrel ation I wmet cdll bim the wost ugly aid vopre
poasessing man | sew throughout the Puujeh.  His ol eye,
which is quite clused, disfigurve bims less than the other,
whiel is alwsys rolling aboutl wide open pud s muel dis-
torted by disense. The seurs of the auall-pox on it fee do
mot Tun inty ove supther but fionm = many dok pits in hie
grevinh-brown akin g his shors straight nos s swollgy st the
tip: the skitmy lips sre strotohied sight over his teeth which
wre wiill good ; his grizelod beard, very thin vn the cleeks
nrd upper lij, meets ander the chin in matted gonfuasio, nasid
his head, which iz munk very much an his broad shonldes,
is too large for his heighty sud does oot seem to wave susly.
Ho bas o shick musgular neck; thin arnm and Jegs, the |oft
foot mnd left arm drooping, snd wmall well-formed bands
He will semctimes hold s stesnget’s hand fost within his own
for lalfsan-loor, and the wervons feritution of kis mind s
showtt by the evutimm} pressure on one's fingers:  His
olstuimi Wlways contributes to intresse lis ughiness, buisig in
winter the enlduy of gamiloge from the Pagel (the turban o
Sikh eloth) down to his very socks and slippers. When be
sonts Dibnell [u o ootnmon Exglinh ehair with his fet drown
sinder hin, the poallion i Ote pertioninidy anlavonmilile’ to
e, bt s sy ae be plotpbs Bis hugse bl with bis bl
shisld st his back puts him on his mettle, his while form
weeims wirimsted by tha spicit within, sud asssues o cestain
grace of which mobody coold believe it suscoptible. T spite
of the paralysis ailecting oue side, he mannges bis horse willi
the atost sase,’

This striking pictare is onpre possessing enongh; bul,
previous W hin paralytic seizure which ocourred in
1434, Banjlt Singh, although sbart of stature and
disfigured by that crucel disense which was wont
t0 devitmate the Panjab, and whicl still in spite of
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vieination, elsims nnmerous victims, was the: heay
wdéul of u soldior, strong, spare, astive, courageous,
und enduring. An execllont horseman, he would
remain the wholo day in the sadidls without showing
suy sign of fatigus. His love fur horses amounted
0 n possdon, snd by msintdined sn enormous stod
for his porsonal use collected from every part of
indis, Ambin, and Pesin. He was ulso o keen
sport2man and an sccomplished swordanan, At
Ripar, in 1831, he compoled with sucosss with his
own troopers aud thoss of Skinner’s Horse in tint-
pegging wl fests of swordsmanship, His dress was
serupulonaly simple.  In winter pod spring be: worn
generally 0 wirm dress of wuifron-soloorsd Kashiir
‘eloth; incthe hot weather whils muslin withont jewel
or ornament, exoept o oconsione of speeinl display
ar stite.  This aimplicity in the matter of personsl
adornment may often bo observed in native priness or
slatezmen of intallectunl sminence.  Like Europesns,
they despise thy decorntions of ‘savages anid wotnon,
Tl late Mahirdjs Tiksji Réo Holkar of Indare,
Hijn Sir Dinkar Héo, and Sir Sdlir Jung the great
uiinister of the Nigim lmbitonlly dressed as plainly
ns the humblist of their pnployéds  Bot Ranjit
Singh did nok require jewols to make him con.
spionous.. TV was strange ndesl to ohaerve Low
eomplete was his aseendeney, sven whon be had
byeome feeble, blind, and paralyeed. over hin brilliant
oourt of florco and tarbulent ebiefi  Fakir Astanddin,
who had been sent oo s nibssion to Lord William
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Bentinek at Simls in 1835, was wiked by an English
officer of which eye the Mahirijd was blind. His
answer dwell illustrated the sttitwde of his Court
towards him. ‘The splendour of his fmee is such’
gaiil the Fakir, “that | have mever been able to look
elose enougl to discover.”

The Mahdrijs was endowed with some of the mest
eonspicuous and undonbted signs and characteristies
of greatnese.  Judged from a eommumplacs, ethicnl
standpoint, and measured by & conventional rule, he
lindl no moral eharneter st all.  Ho bod s large and
meleed an unusual sharo of the weaknessos and viees
whieh grow up, fike ill weeds, in human nature, sod
Lis moral being eeimed, st o eupaficial glaneo, ns
dwarfied and distorted ns ita physieal snvelope, He
wne solfish, false snd  avarvisious; grosly super-
stitious, shamelessly und openly drunken and de-
hauchod. In the respectalile virtues he had no part;
but in their defanlt hie wee still great. With him,
pe - with the most illustrious lendsrs of mon, from
Camar and  Alexander to Napoleon, intellectunl
strength was not allied to mornl rectitude.  He was
great because he possessad in an extraordinury degres
the qualities without which thy bighest auceess ean-
fiot be attained ; and the alweses of the commonplune
virtues which belong to the avaerage citizen neither
diminished nor affeeted in sy way the distinetion of
Lis cluimcter. He was a bomn ruler, with the natural
weniun of command. Men obeyed bim by instinet
and becsuse they bad wo power to disobey. The
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eontral which be exarcised, aven in the elosing years
of his life, over the whole Sikh people, nobles, priests
und people, wie the messure of his groatness.

To the higheat eoursge he added o perseverancs
which no chulselis eonld exhaust, and be did not
fail in his undertakings bocause: he never sdmitted
the possihility of milure. His political sugacity was
greal, sud was shown in nothing morn convineingly
than in his determinod friendship with the English,
when he had onee realized that they were anfe frionds
and vory dangerous enemies.  In oppite of strong
tomprations, sud although they bad rudely opposed
his most cherished ambition of eonquering (hy -
Suitla) provinees, be finmly held to the English allinnce
throughount his reign : and the tradition of this friend-
ship remained a0 strong after his death that it kept
the weak and drunken Mabirdjd Sher Singh faithful,
whon the Punjub was in & tumult and & British army
had been destroyed in Afghfnistén. Ho posssssed
the fmoulty which is ono of the highest attributes
of geniug, and for lack of which many beillisntly
gifted men have suffered shipwreek—the faculty of
ohovsing his Fabordinates well nod wisely,  He know
men, wnd he eelected each servant for the specinl
work which he coulil lest perform, and consequently
b wus, even in & corrupt and violent age. wonderfully
well servell. His natural evarice und roposity were
tuapersd by his sppreciation of the advantages of
generosity in rowasrding good servies, nnd be gave
liberally of whit he hnd plundered from othier peapli.
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His favourites were granted lurge estates or assign-
ments of revenme, and this was tho more necessary
#a they wime cxpectod to apend the grester part of
their income in the anterisinment and maintensnoe
of armed rotainers to be ready st the instant eall
of thefr ehisf Everything that Ranjit Singh
possessed had been ruthlessly taken from someano
clse: and lavishuess s the first eonsin of nvAriee
arid grood, as may bo ssen overy day at Monte Curlo
ar wherever gamblers most nesemble

Althongh it would be to vinlate the truth of history
to concenl or disguise the msny fnults and viees of
Ranjft Singh, yet it would be triviel to judge him
ar them without fall cousiderntion of the manners
af the socisty in wlich he lived. Fyery age and
pmplia have their own standand of vitue ; and what
I8 tosday held to b atrocious or distoputabls may,
ane hundred years henee, bo the fashion. The vices
of eivilization are not purer than those of barburism ;
they sre only more decently eoncealed when it is
conkidered wortll while to practise the hypocrisy
whieh iz declaned ko be the tribute which vice pays
wi viringe.  In the days of the Georges, our ancestors
drank us heavily and ostenlatiouzly as any of the
Sirdém of the Iabors Court. ‘Dronk ke & lnl’
was 8 popular saying which very fairly expressed
the babits of the sristocracy in Englind in the
eighteenth contury, To-dsy the feahion has changed
anl men dreink less or more seerotly,  In the
matter of the relations between the sexes. the
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morality of the Funjab was exouudingly low. Yol
tho Bikhe had the oxewss that the position of
women was o degeaded one, dnd as edusstion and
sentiment had sever placed hor, as in Westemn
Furope, wpon mn clevated pedestal, there was no
reason Lo expent from ler or from men any lofty
idesa of purity. But if we aceept contemporary
literatome pe sufficiont evidence, the society of Varia
tosday i fully ma eorvupt as that of the Punjab
in (Bzo; and the bazasm of Lahore, while Ranjil
Singh wsa pelebrating  the fostival of ihe Hali,
wore nob more shameles than Pieeaditly at night in
thgs.

Bo with the politieal methods of Ranjit Singh.
Vielence, fmud and rapasity wore the very breath
of the nostrils of every Sikh elisf They wars
the arms and the defense of men who in & demots-
lized wnd disintegrated socioty, bad to be ready to
resisl sttnok and proteet their livos and property,
Tt-would b as reasonable to reprosch the Tion for
the use of his teeth and claws, ns to regard the foree
or fraud which made wp the militery and pulitieal
histary of thy Malirdis and the chiefs of his Churt
us more than the onlmary and neeessary reandt of
thoir life und- surroundings. To-day, the ruler of
Alghfinistdn conduets his administestion on prin-
eiples very similar to thoss of Ranjit Singh, yot
the Pritish Government, with whom lie is in sub-
ordinate snd foudatory allisnce, does not offer a
remonutranee, beeause it understands (hat savage
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racss require drastic treatment. and that whore
one people ean be governed by syllogisms, another
only nnderstands the argument of the headaman's
gword and the gallows These considerations must
have full snd emphatie weight allowed to them
when estimating the chameter of Mabdrijd Runjit
Singh.

We only succesd in estallishing him as a hers,
ss m ruler of mwen and as worthy of a pedestal in
that innermoest shrine where history honours the few
human beings to whom may be indisputally sssigned
the palm of grestness, if we free our minds of pre-
judice and, discounting eonventional virtue. only
regand those rare qualities which mise & man
supreme above his fellows. Thon we shall at ones
allow that, although sharing in full messure the
commonplace and coarss vices of his tiwe aud edu-
eation, he yet ruled the comntry which his military
genive had conguered with » wigour of will and an
shility which placed him in the frunt mnk of the
skatesnien of the eentury.

The key-note to the Mahfrdji's charncter was
selfishness, und it earmot be said that there were
any of his servanis whom lie regarded with gratitude
or affection. I there was any execeplion it was
Jamadér Klmshhél Siogh, a man of inforior ability
aod degraded babits.  But he was served with o
devotion whielh le dild not deserve.  Sindée Fatel
Singh of Kapirthels, for whom be publicly made
a theatriesl demonstration of affection;, exehanging



g6 rANTIT SINGE

tarlans in sigm of perpetual brotherhood, and who
had fought by his side in the eampuigus of twenty
yoars, he endomvoursd to despoil of his possessions.
Sinddr Hurl Singh Nalwa, the Mumt of the Ehdlm
and tho mest dashing of his genorals, had no soones
fullen in batils with the Afghfing in his servies, than
he mized all hig laxge estates and left his (oor sons
to eompurative poverty. He did not approve of
hereditary weslth and honoor, and like Tarquinina
Supertns, strack down all the tll poppies in his
gurden.  Sindfir Fateh Singh Kdlinowaln was one of
the most powerful Sikl lewders in the sarly yenrh
of the century. At Wazlidh&d on one ooonsion, Ranjit
Singh sakod Lim to drw his forces on one side that
b might see their numbers.  To his disgust the
groater part of the troops prosent, followsd the hannar
of Foteh Singhu This wes enovgh for the jealoos
apirit of the Mabfriis who soon sfterwards, in 18o7,
was besisging the fort of Niriymognrh in company
with Fateh Singh, ns ehiofl in immediste cammeand.
Aftor an ineffictual siege of n fortnight, the Mahisgjd
repronchod the Sirdér for his apnthy, saying that ho
pml'urml mempining nt his wide to leading the troops
in the field,  Futsh Singh, nngry sl the andessryod
suroasmy, st omeo asanulted the fort by u breach which
proved bmprocticably, and was repulesd and sinin,
The Mahirdjs hnd gob rid of his rval, sl made
aver all his estates to nnother ehisf.

The Rimgarhin midl was ane of the most powerful
of the Sikh eonfedernsica, and when Banjit Sineh
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determined to break it np, he feigned a warm nffection
for ita Jender Sirdir Jodh Singh. He had » controt
of fricndship between himself and the Bimgarkia
family dmwn up, sud in the temple of Amritsar,
hefore the Sikh Beriptures, he stamped the puper,
in his royal and illiterate way, with his open palm
dyed with saffron. For some years he silowed the
sontruet to have offnt, for Jodh Singh bad become
n devoted adherent mnd his forees wers useful in
many s campaign.  But, in 1816, when the Sirddr
divd, the opportunity of the Mahdrijé ecame. Hav-
ing summuned the hoint to meet him st Nadaun
t arruoge for the suceession, he surronnded the re-
eoplion tent with troops, took them prisaners, and
then muprched n stong foreo against Amritsar snd
geized all the Rémgarhin estates.

With auother Jodh Singh, s famous Sghting-man,
chitef of Woairibid, he acted in a somowhat similar
munner.  The Mabdnijh, thinking him too powerful
to attack, invited bim to Labore en a friendly visit
Suspeeting Ranjit Singh's intentions, he brought
large foroe with bim which he was ssked to send
back, a request with which he was tho proud to refus
complinnee. Ha attended the Darbir the next day
with only bwenty-five followors, whom he lelt outaids.
He was received by the Mabicijd with the utmost
vordiality, but suddenly, Banjit Singh, rising, made
& sigu to ks people to seizo the Sirdir.  He, deawing
hin sword, oalled on them to come on ss he would
not be taken alive and had never leimed to turn

L}



48 RANTIT SINGH

his back on wn enemy. His coursge so impressed
the Muhirdjd that ho dismissed the chief with
honour, rich presents, and an addition o his: esiates.
8o far the story i as gredifable to Rajit Singh e to
the Sirddr; bot when, shortly afterwands, Jodh Singh
died, lauving only infunt sons, the Mahirjd seized
all his possessipns; and althongh he promined (o
mestore Wazivab&d whon the eldest son shomld heve
reachiod his miajority, bo nover kept, and probably
never intended Lo keep, the promise

It was not well for s ehief to make too vstentntions
a display of his wonlth. When the young ehisf of
Batdlah anarried his sister to Sirddr Shor Singh, the
fnmiliea gpent two Inkhs of rupoes on the festivities,
the 1ike of which had never hefore heon woun in the
Ciujrdnwéls district. But when the Mabirgjd hiard of
it, nnd of the bossts of the girl's mother that she hd
two pariluhs ! of rupess, lio ot ones send sl said that
s funily which eonld spend so muels on s marrisge
must bo able to aford kim s contribution of Ra. so0c0.

With all his rapacity Henjit Singh wis nob eruel or
bloodihirsty, ARer & wietory or the mptare of &
fortross be trested the vanquished with: lenioney mod
kindness, however stout their resistance nright bavsy
bouti, s thern wore st his Clourt many ohinfs despoiled
of thoir estates but towhom he had given suitable em-
ploy, aud whe secoptod thide position with the resigna-
tion born of Eastarn fatalismn, whioh takes the sharpest

! Paraluh, & FPungdby word for 2 I.uﬁ:l'lilduul' eluy snd wisker-
wirk wal e piirisg geils,
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uting out of defeat, The Sivddrs who had been the
lowders of the severnl confederacies which he over-
threw, woro all it this fashion reduced from equality
wd - fivadship to honourable subjection; and, iu
wildition, there was o large group of Mubammadan
Khins and pobles who would have recived short
shrift from Govind Singh, but whom Ranjit Singh
wisely sttuched to his fortunes, thereby materially
strengthening his position in the western districts
Tho heads of the Mussulman tribes of Sidls, Ghebas,
Tiwénas and Kharmls, apd the fnily of Nawib
Muzaifar Bhén of Miltdn wiere ineluded in this
group.

The wanner in which the Mahirdjf beeame pos-
gessed of the Koh-i-Nir, the most famous diamond in
the world, and the mare L&ili belonging to the Afghin
governor of Peshffwar, an awimal s famoos o her
timo as the Koh-i-Nir itself, sre sxcellent examples of
the charnster of the Mabirdjé for unserupulousness and
pertinaeity; and Hud their placo wore approprintely in
this chapter that in one more purely historieal,

The Koh-i-Nir i too woll known for desuription.
Supposed to have been worn by the Panduy of Hindu
mythology it emurges mto the light of history in the
sixteanth contury with the Emperors Shih Jahdin and
Auarangzel, of whose throne it was the chief aruament.
The next owner wis that prines of robbem, Nidir
Shih, who obtained it when he plundered Delbi. On
his munder it beeame the prize of Ahmad Shih
Abdill, snd at Inst, in 1813, when Muhirdjié Ranjit

a2

o
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Singh found an opportunity of seiging the dismond, 1t
was in possession of Sheh Shujd, the sx-mounrch of
Eibul, who had been ousted by his hrother, and who
enmn to tho Punjalyas anexile.  Kanjit Singh pactiy
for politieal ressons, deairing to bave in his hand o
wuoapon whieh he conld use ngninst the Afghén
usiirper, bul chisfly in ordor to obtain the eslebratod
Jewel, offersd Shah Shujd an asylum wt Lahore,  The
Sikh chroniolers of Ranjit Singh huve assorted that
Ehal Bogam. the wife of Shdli Shuji, simt o messengor
to the Mahfirjd, promising him the Koh<i-Nr, if he
would protect her husband aod oot sarrender him to
Futoh Khdn, thy governir of Peshiwar, is deadly
cretny s that the Mahdrdjd sl onee aceepled the pre-
sent, nd sent his trusted genoral, Mokham Chand, to
estort the vxiled monsveh with all honour to Lahore.
The story told by Shsh Shujd differs from this,
nril states that the subjeet of the Kob-i-Nar wes
never mentioned until Banjit Singh had bin mfuly in
Labore i the house wssigned him for s residence, whem
he sent brusquely to demand it The poor fugitive
donied having the stone with him ; Renjit Singh sent
biuck sud offored » large ektate in exchange Shib
Shuji sgain seserted that it had been placed for
socurity o the hands of o shebf or mouey-lendar, bul
that it would becoioe available when the friendship
hetween tho Mahiriji and himself had taken widefinito
shope’ snd was' secursd by sufficient  gusruntees.
Ragjid Singh lost his temper, and forgotting the
Oriental duty of hospitality, placed » gouard of suldiers
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round the Afghdn’s honse wnil searched anyone who
left it, allowing no food to be sentin. Forged letters
were produesd which it was stated had besn inter-
ceptod from Shk Shajd to his Iriends in Afghinistén,
ealling upon them: to invade the Ponjab end librate
Lim,

The Shib was threatensd with imprisonment in the
fortress of Govindgarh, and at length, after two months’
resistance, wearied oub with perpetusl harassing,
sseing hiz fumily and servants hall-starving snd
sppreciating that Tonger refosal would only end in
his enptivity or death, he promised to give up U
dimmond if the Mahdrija, on his part, wonld promise
lim protection and friendship in the most solemn
manner,  Thia the Mahdrdjd did, haviog a document
drawn up in which he-promised on the Adi Graath
and the Grauth of the 1oth Reign, to bs svor the
friand of Shah Shujs sl to eudusyour to restore him
to the throne of Kdbul, The Afghén then invitsd
Ranjit Singh to come and receive the dismond in
persan.  Ha arrived with o fow attewlants and wes
received in silonce which wes anhroken for an hour,
when the Mabérdjs rominded his new friemd sud
prisoner of the objeet of his visit. The Shih ordered
g of his gervanta to bring the dinmond. A packet
was brought in ani upwrapped, nond when the Mahif-
vitj saw that it was really the stone be covetud he
etz it and left the bouss without even hidding
furrwill to the prinee.  Nor was this all; for, mone
timo nfterwards, bearing that his visitors were still



jod RANTIT SINGH

the possassors of somo magnificent jewels, he wint
Bhai Ram Singh with ane of kis wives to search the
honse and svon the zondnn of Shih Stmjé and hring il
the valuables that were found  Tlis was ilone, anl
it ‘is eaid thint the lady even sesrched the persons of
the wives and femnle attendants of the Shih, snd
everything warth earrying swsy waa kept by the
Mahfrgjd.

The Kohei-Nir rommnined at Labiore &l 1849, whan
on the sunexation of the Punjub It was surrenderad
% n token of pubmission to the Queen of England.
Ta her, as the representative and suecsssor of the
Emperors of Dolbi, it legitimately dessended, quita
apart from the right of conquest, on the termination
of a war forced vm the English by the Sikh army.

The story of the fxmous mars LAil ean be briafly
told,  She was renowned for her bonuty throughout
Afghfinistdn and the Pnnjab, aud Reujic Singh, in
26, sent o hor owner, Sinkir Yar Mohamimad
Khiin, governor of Peshwar, to demand hee sur=
mnclor which was refused.  Straightway Sirdir Buil
Singh Sindlanwalie, one of the Just of the Sikh
genernis, was aett to take possession of the mare.
ated ot tho sme time to sitack Kholifs Synd A,
who wag presching s il or holy war againgl the
Sikhs in the Pealifwar hills, He dofeatod the mnemy,
with gmeat loss ou both sides, but when he reashid
Peshiwnr was informed that LEUE had died.. On lis
ot o Lakiore it was mecortained that (his stary
win falve, snd anothor foree, onder the bowinal
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command of Prines Kharnk Singh, was despatohed 1o
Peshawar with orderd to huy the mure, or seize her,
snd if Yar Muhsmmad wonld not part with her to
depose him from the governorship. The Prince
marclied to Pealiiwar, and Yir Muliammad, who eon-
sidhrod that his hovour was involved in nob sur-
rendering the mare, fled to the hills, Prines Kharuk
Singh, after holding Peshstwar for eight months, retired,
leaving Sirddr Sultin Muhammad Khin as governor ;
bt the Sikh army bad oot proeeeded further than
Attoek whin Yér Muhuammd retumed and drove oot
the new governor, Gonoml Venturs, who had been
Jeft in sommand of the Sikh-army st Attook, wae
now directed by the Mahdrdjd to try his band at the
business of the aequisition of the harse, for which he
was to otfer any privs which would bo acoopted, but,
il refused, was to rensw  hestilities,  While Yir
Muohammnd was: hesitating as to his roply, Khalifa
Sywl Ahond again deseended from  the hills and
mvaged the villiges aorth of Peshfiwar, and tle
governor; who abtempted to drive him bmck. was
killisd in the fght which ensoed.  Lili however had
pot bheen surrendered, and Genersl Ventura, affer
huving defenteid Syad Alaund, enesmped bofore Pe-
shiwar and démnnded the aminal from Sultdn Mu-
hemmad Khdn, whom o promised to eonfiem in the
governorship if bo gave her up. But Sultdin Muhammad
brieed s wany sibterfuges s his brother, nnd it was
not till Ventam had arrested hin in his own palsee
and threstensd to hold him s prisonor 6ill Léili wes



104 RANFIT SINGH

givat up, that persistence ohtained its dosorved suogess,
und the Genural, bscoming the happy possessor of the
coveled mare, took her to Lahore where slip was
retoived with much rejoising by the Mahirdji

Whether the real horse was given up is still doubt-
ful, for thero are few oroated beings that sn Afghin
carmot or would not deceive. Cartainly, ab Ripar in
1831, when the Maldrdjs visited the Governor-Geharl,
4 brown lorse wis sbown s Laili. When Higul
visited Lahore he especinlly ngged to Le allowed to
oo the famous horse, which the Mabirijs told him
had cost him sixty lakhs of rupess and | bwelve
thousand men. He desorilies Laili ns magnifieently
esparisoned, with gold bangles round his legs, a durk
groy, with ok points, thirteen years old and fully
nixteen honds bigh, This was' the horse Viakiios
assured  Hiigel that he had obtained with so much
difticulty st Peshéwar; but, on the other hund, Sikh
records always speak of Lalli as having besy B tlre
which the name would seetn to onfirm.  So the sex
~of the trua Laili must remain & historieal puzale,
Certain it is, that no horso, ginee that which esused
the fall of Troy, has wver been the source of so much
trotible snd the donth of so many brave men,

The Mabirijh was o very bard deioker, snd it wis
bis indtilyenes in frequent snd fery potations which
killed him, a2 it has killed o large oumber of
Indinn princes in whose States there i po public
opmion sufficiently strong W restmin than  from
habitual intemperancs,
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Tt has been sesorbed by some of those wha am fond
of deprecinting their own countrymen. that intemper-
and in India is o vice due to foreign importation, and
that the Hindus, before the eonquest of the comtry
by Euoglund, wore n perfeotly sober people.  This was
not the ease In the Punjab or smong the Sikhs,
They were alwsys & hand-drinking race. Tnke the
time with which the lest chapter is convsorned, when
the wune of the Eoglish was unknewn to the Siklhs.
Rajil Amar Singh of Patidls died of intempermnoe
in 1781, 08 had his father Suedul Singh in 1753, and
hia younger brother LAl Singll  Almost every groat
family had the same reeond. The eword and the bottle
werg equally destructive to the bavons of the Khiflss

The favourite liquor of the Mabdrdji Ranjit was
& fiereo compound distilled from cors-bmndy, mixed
with the juice of meat. opinm, muosk and various
herhs,  Of this he drank large gosntities in the
ovening and ot night,  Most of his courtiers, with the
exception of the Mubmmmadan Fakivs, were nudy t0
please him by joining in his drinking hovts and in-
deed were habitoally as dronken ns himself. Bu
with all this hned drinking, which was the cystom of
hin hge snd countey snd should not be reganded ws
anything anusunl, the Mabirdji was slways 6t for
busivess at the proper snd ssigned time.  Eviry
foreign visitor to bis Conrk was struck with his in-
telligenee, sager curiosity, and genoral information,
sod thers was nothing of which he was fimder than
to discuss the nunness and constitutions of other
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eountries puid to hesr abont the armise snd am-
prigns of Europe. His manners to strangers were
partionlarly plonsing and courtesus, and many se-
eounts mre extant by tmavellers, who visited Lahore
during the lubter years of his roign, which attest the
fascivation he exercised over those In immediate
relution to him
. Like most men who have been distinguished in
histary for sdministrutive vigour ned military génius,
Ranjit Singh was viry suscoptible to fominine in-
finence. His experiences were not howevaer soeh as
to give o favourable impression of the mmaners o
wiorals of the ludies of the Punjab.  His grandmother,
Mui Desan, wae killed by his fathor for an intrigoy
wilh o Briliman; and Ranjit Singh is ssid to have
killed his own mother Réni Rij Kour, popularly known
us Mni Malwai, for & similar offsnce. OF his own
wives and mistresses, the alroniols i too seandalins
far more than prasing mention in this plaee.  When
b had seenred the legitimute siseession in th prson
of his son Kharak Singh, le earsd little for tha dis-
ereditable intrigaes of his burem. Many ohildren
were fathered uwpon bim by theso ladies, either fur
politionl oljects ar in the Lope of obteining his special
favour; s although the astate Muhfrijs was never
deceived, be generally secepted the elildeon as Lis
own, wWith o cortain grine sousement, snd wonkd ask
why fortine hud fuvoured him in so extmordinary o
e, Too his sons Kharak ' Singly, and to s
grandson, Nao Nihil Singh, he sent severn] Tulies of
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more than doabifol reputation from his own zenfhn |
one of these being the beautiful lanr Kour, who was
g0 cruilly forred to become Sofi on the desth of
Mahfriji Kharsk Singh.

Ranjit Biogh sirried eighteen wives: nine by the
arthodox cercnonial and nine by the simpler rite of
tlhirowing the aheet, which hna been slready deseribud,
Unly & fow of these require any spocinl notics L.

Mahtab Kour was the first in order, married in
1786, & match which gave Ranjit Singh his commmnd-
ing position, she being the grandiaughter and heiress

of the powerful Kanheys harin Jai Singh. Her
molher, the widow Swda Kour, 8 truly remarkable
woman, who realized that if her daughter wea Lo
retain hor influenoe she must preswst her husband
with an hoeir, prooured s boy during one of the
Muhérdji's expeditions and passod him off az her
daughter's.  The ohilil, named Ishar Singh, only lived
o yenr anid o balf : and Sade Kour determined to try
the offiect of twins, When Ranjit Singhi had staried
on his Uis-Sotle] expedition of 1807, it wae miven
ot that Malitah Kour was pregnant, snd on his return
twin sons were presented fo him, one purchased from
a chintz~weaver, and the othor the offspring of o
Meve.girl in Mai Sais Konr's howse.  Ramjit Singh at
first tefusad to have anything to say to the children,
but the following year, wheti he wae almost at war

| Thiw ) ilickaile oF all Hhewives and clillilme, roal mul riuleal,
of unhﬂ.r.j“ Eamg Binghs hila my ‘I‘I‘nﬂ-nh T -, will i
Fatitad] ibs Tle Pusgul [0,
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with the English over the Ci-Sutlsj question, be
thought it neeessary to coneiliste his terrible mother-
in-law who had the Rémgarhis barons at ler Lask,
and scknowledged the boys, treating them as his own
nud allowing them the title of Prings. Ons of them,
Torn Singh, was an idiot: the othue Sher Hingh,
grew up an exeeedingly handsome, brave and stupid
wints, kol suceended 1o the thions after the desth of
Nuo Nihil Singh. but was nsussinated in 1833 by the
Sindlsnwalin elisfs.

The secund wife of the Mahiriji waee Réj Kour,
thy daughter of Rim Singh, o Nakkai ehief She
wia mnrriod in 1708, wul four years lator gave hirth
to Eharal Singh. who was the anly child, logitimnute
or illegitimate, by a wifo or o slave-girl, aver barn to
Ranjit Bingh. Kharak Siugh suseesded his father
without oppesition, but was » man of weak intalloot
anid wie no more than a puppot in the hunds of lis
smbitious son;, Nao Nihal Singh, snl the intrigaing
Réjis of Jamumu, who poisoned bim when they hud
liod emough of him. Nao Nibal Singh, in his fum,
wis assassinnted us hoe was rétarning from his fathor's.
erntntion.

The other, wives were of lesa importance. One,
whom  the Malirijf married in 1833, in arthodas
fushivn wnd with great splendour, was a0 courtesan
named Gal Begam of Amritsar eity. When atill &
young aunn, in 1886, & yet more fmous wuman of
the e profssions] eotrtesan oluss, namod. Morin,
vlitaimsl grest influsnes over bimn, aod Ranjit Singl



THE MAHARATA 100

wna not, sshamied to parade, very drank, on sn
olophant, during the Holi festivel, with Monin by his
wide, She obtsined s graut of Firozpur, and saut
troops. to rodues i, though withoul success ; swd
coins; with her name und effigy, were struck in earioa-
ture of the East Indin Company which, in popular
Imiian bolief, was & woman,

Aunother woman who rose to fame, or mather to
notoriely, after the denth of the grest Malifrijd, was
Jindan, tho roputed mother of Mabanijd Dimlip Singh.
Sha wus the daughber of Manna Singh. a trooper in the
servies of the palace, and as a elever mimio and daneer
atin nttracted tho notice of the old Maharfji and was
liken into the sening, whore her open intrigues causod
astonighment sven in the easy Lahore Court, A
muninl servant, & water-enrrier, of the name of
Gulu, wis gonorally seoepted as the father of Dhulip
Singh. At sny mtd, the father was not Mabérijg
Ranjit Singh, who was pamlysed seversl yesre bo-
fore the birth of the child. Nor did be ever marry
Jindun by formal or inforoal marriage, Many be-
Heved that Dhulip Singh wan not borm of Jindan wt
all; bot was brought into the palaen to fevour an
intrigue of the Jummu Rijis, Ghulib Singh and Dhyfin
Singh, who reguired a child to put forward when
all the other possible beirs, real or reputed, of the
Mahérijs should have perished ; and it is certain that
Jindun and the ehild were for some time sheltered ut
Jammu amd only produced st a convenient time,
However this may b=, in the wild anarchy which
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sageeednd the death of Sher Singh, when all the seum
af the pot. rose ko the surfnce, Jindun, with her last pro-
fossed lover, Riji Lil Singh, played a conspicuous and
infisnous part, wod har dobaticherios snd ber unworthy
passmont were in lange part the cause of tho Sutle
war and the riin of the Sikh kingdom. Dhulip
Singh, & ebild of nine years, waa the titulse Mahdrdjd
when the British army reached Laliore after the cam-
paign : and e it was convenient to scoept (s ababus
quo, sod es nnwgingd mler was required for & country
whiech the English Government had then no disire to
annex or permancntly eceupy, the reputed ehild of
the survant-maid snd the waler-carrior was eoufirmed
on the throna of the Lion of the Punjab. Fortune,
with her ever-turning whesl, must have laughed at
the transformation.



CHAPTER Vi
Tue Coorr oy Rasyir Sixan

A ey record of tho esmpaigns fought by the
Mubdrsjs, the principalities be sonexed and the
chiefs he averthrew, wounld hisve little interest for the
English reader, who rsther desires to know what
manner of man the Mahdrdjd wae : by what means
and instrumenta he obitained kis astomishing snecess,
and what wae the chamcter of the chiefs who sur-
roundid lim.  An attempt will be mude in Lhis
shispter to give porimita of the prineipal courtiers of
tho Mahardjs, some of which wore dmwn by me
many years ago when the originals they ropresont
youra still slive, or from the Githful necounts given to
e by their sons or companions !,

The Maldrija was for too astute s man to troulile
himeall about the anteeedents of Ids subordinete
officinle.  So long as & man did him good serviee in
the aubinet or the field, he wos trusted and rewarded.
A soon we he found his confidence betrayed, or the
insttumont be bed chosen insfficient or unworthy, he

| T T Pawdol EAA
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threw it contemptuonsly aside; o contemptuously
fhut Yie often did not deign to punish the offender,
But, gonerally, lnoking st the esrcer of the Mahérijé
from the timo that he securely establishod his throne
afier the eapture of Miltdn in 1818, it s watonishing
to see with what fdelity he was sérved and how fow
of hia offivials turned ngainst him. Tt is trus, littde
was to be gnined by rovolt or trenchery, for in évery
Uepariment of the Stste sorvuption waa the rale
(Mfiviald might squoess the ponsantry at their plea-
#ure $0 long as they paid thele duo proportion of the
rovenuo into the royal treasury, The only limit to
appresion was the resitance of the people whisli, in
the hot-blooded Punjuly is curtain to oeeur st & known
and fixell point of the political thermametar.  The J&t
Sikh, or the Muhammadan of the Jallim distrioe; will
not endure wore than the womal snd  sditions!
amount of officis] robbery 1 when morw than this was
nitempted, his hand and those of his elunsmen Hw to
thoir swords and a good daal of trouble was the msult

The Sikk Sindérs wem granted estntes linble to
fondal military service, und thoy muintained fu sddition
w motley erow of srmed followers of thiir own, snd »
princely state within thuir own districts. To many
of then ware also pasigned tracts of country to
medminister, although administeation meant Litile mors
than the eollection of the Government revenne. [n
these eases the whole work fell on. the wonoy-londer
und tho Brilunan land-sgent, to whom the Sikl Sivdd;
nssigned his responsibilitics, dedueting s large com.
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migsion for himsslf; how much, his master rarely
oared toingoire.  As it wes then in the Punjab o is
it to-day in some of the Fendatory States of India.
There are many vast estates granted to his eourtiers
by the late Mahfsfjd Sindhia, which wore noyer visitad
by tie sssignees, who only nsked that the ments shonld
b rogulnrly transmitind Lo Gwalior. On these distant
propertios pvery villasiny and oppression was eommeon :
all financial and judieinl control heing in the hands of
some groely Tl or Baniyd on o nominal salery,
who waxed riel an what he stole from his master sl
plindered from the people

Mab#rfjf Ranjit Singh was s saperstitiouns but
not & religions man.  His wild youth and stormy
manhood had Jeft him neither the loisure nor the
iunlination fo master the metaphysieal nicoties of
Girn Ndnak or to follow the somplicated roles of
conduet enjoined by Gurn Govind Singh. Ho was
an opportunist, to whom only these doetrined were
agresablo which allowed him fo rivet his anthority
mare olosely on the rude Jits he mled Thus he
gave large gifts on conveniont occasions, to Sikh
tomples and priests; and several of the most infin-
entlsl of the religious leaders, Bilfis nnd Blmis,
fuund sn hopourahle place st his ¢onrt. Nor did
these holy men, who were but half educated b the
best, and who anderstood tho mysticsm of Nk
a8 little ns ‘the Sikh priests of to-duy, exre much
for orthodoxy sn long ns they were well paid for se-
(uiescencs in hetorodoxy, The vuin ides of Sikhism

i
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was the destruction of Islim, snd it wes unlawfol
to salute Mubsmmudsus, to as-ociate with them, or
to mnke pesce with them on any terma.  But several
of tho most trusted of the Malifrdjd's ministers were
of this hated ereed.  Even the smployment of Bréh-
mans wis expressly forbidden by Govind Singh, who
had been cast out aml denounesd by this apiritual
aristovracy of Hinduimn for bis abolition of caste
and denial of their authority.  Yet dunddr Khushldl
Singh, Béj& Tej Singh, Bijd SBdkib Defl, B&ja Rallia
Rim, Diwsin Ajodhin Pardlifd, Pandit Shonkar Nath,
and numerous othor prominent Darbir officials wire
Hrilimans, The toleranse of the Mahirdjé was due
rather to indiffirencs and selfishness than to any en-
lightened sentiment, knd it may be doubted whetlier
religions folemmtion has any securer hasis in any time
or eountry. Intolemnee is born of strong passionate
beliefe: and funnticion only dies out as doult snters,
and the fire of religious enthusigam borns low.  Bul
whatover its origin, the liberalism of the Mahirijh
had an execllont effeet upon his aduministration, wod
his exmuple was at onee followed by other Sikh
Stutes. To-day there is no gign of the old intolasnce
favoured by Govind—an intoleranes quite as ferocious
s that of Mubmmuadaniem itall, Thy grentest of the
Sikh Principalitics of tho Cie-Sutlej, that of Patidla,
hne during the last three reigne been sdmirably
seryed in the offfees of Prime Minister mnd Foreign
Secrclary by two Mohammadan gentlemen, Kha-
lifan Syad Mubammad Hessan, eod Syad Mubsmuomd
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Hussain, who, for abllity, integrity, and assomgligh-
ments, have no gaperiors in any native Clonrt; while
in ihe Sikh States of Kapirtheln Nabbe, and Jind,
officials of the same eresd hold pluces of honour wnd
responsibiiity, As to Bribmanes, it is doubtful whether
the niles of Gury Govind Simgh ever pessod beyond
the authority of a pious opinion; for the weight
of the Hindu theormey hore heavily on the necks
of all who had onee besn subjected to it, and the
most aundacious smong the Sikhs eonld not opauly
ountrage the populsr sentiment in favonr of the
ganotity of the Brélunn. Bub whatever tho rules of
Sikhism might enjoin, it was virtually impossilile {o
earry om a complex sdministmtion withont. making
une of the ouly classes. Mulinmmadans and Brihmana,
who hiel any herditary eapacity for government.
Demoeracies may assert the equality of intelleot nud
extol the earridre owverle awe talents, Imt tha practice
of Republics in Europe and Amerion gives the
dootrine the lie. (overning s sn wrd which may
no doubt be Lrilllantly poactised withoul epecial
training by some men of exceplional gening: but,
a8 an ordinury necomplishment, it must bo painfully
and laboriously aequired, while hereditary aptitude
wnd the elass and family traditions of ruls are very
important faotors in its success. Now, to the Brdh-
many and the Mubammndans alone did the horeditary
talont of government belong in the daye of Ranjit
Singh.  Tho formor lind ‘ereated the existing Hindo
syl of polity, anl while 0 the fighting slass

K2
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thoy bl cleverly aswigned the glory and danger
of Tanzship, they hud retained the substantinl powsr
in their own hands,  They were the spiritual guidis
snd the worldly sdvisers of the wonarch: their
authority overshaidowed his; he reigned wnd they
governed,  So with the Mulismumdans,  For sovernl
hitndred yuars, by invesion and conquest; they had
rled Indin s o pillitery Fupies ; wnd although they
were no ok shle to dispense with the imevitable
Beilmman. than the Hindi monarcha they supersodod,
vot Muliaminadan Emporars wors naturally uervell
largely by officials of thair own ereed, who had
pither originally aecompaniod the army of invasion
of lind descemiled Prom Bt ohlnfs and officials,
while the great mujority of Hindu converts to Ielim
who obtained profitabls employment were the miost
witelligent of the Hinda eomununity, for to seespt
e eread of the ecueror is an obvious proof of
exvaptional astutencss.

Against the oultured intolligence of theas mses
what had the poor Jét caltivator, se stupid as bis
own buffaloss, to opposo! Not to him the trinmphs
of diplownsy and fhe eonfligt of quick intellpets in
the atmosphére of & eourt. Ho eould do no more
than plough straight snd fight o an intellectual
competition with Dribmans and Mubammadans he
whe 88 & enrl-liorse matched agminst thoronghbreds.
Mabfinijs Ranjit Singh reeognised this truth very
early in his carer. Tt was progsod on hin, in 187,
by Binl.li.r Fatdly Singli Kdlisnwals, before montionad,
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when he lny dying of & wound reeeived in the un-
suecess{ul storm of Nérfyangach,  Tho echiel is saul
to have eounsellivl him pover to appoint sny Jht
Sikh to & posifion of snthority nbout the court; bhus
to eonfine thom to military service. Whether tlio
story be briie or not it is certein that the Mahinrdjs
observed the principle nnd, while his hravest officors
and genoysls were Jits, in the eouncil Le gave his
confidetice to Brihmans, Béjputs, Muhnmmadans - or
sven to Khatiris, like Diwin Siwan Msll, As it
was then 5o It J5 at the presat thime,. Two genem-
tions of British mle bave not modificd in any
essential . partieulnr the character of the Jat Sikhs.
They mre still as inpationt of odocstion, as slow
witted, as mmple in their habits uod idens as whon
Runjit Bingh formed them, for w fow yesrs, into the
sesnldancs of a nation,

The mwost conspicuons figure in the eyes of
forvigriare visiting the eourt of the Mahériji was
Fakir Azignddin, his Foreign Minister. He, with his
brothers Nurnddin end Dndmoddin, was descended
from s Moubamonadan family of Bokhirs of gresl
respeetability, and in that countey wmany of hiy
doscendants still reside.  His  fatbher, Ghuldém Mo-
Lnfuddin, was a elover medioal practitionse.  In 1709
the prinsipal Lahore physician, with whom Asisodidin
wns studying, plased the youth in sttendanee on
Rajit Singh, when that chief, soon after Lix eaptare
of Lahore, was sufforing from ophthalmin.  ‘The akill
und sttention of the young doctor won the ohiel’s
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regunl, Azizadidin recsived agrant of several villapes,
was appointed personal physician to the Mahdrijs,
mnd az Ranjit's territories increased the wealth and
estates of Azizuddin grew klo, It wan his wise
mflyunes i 1808 which provented Ranjit: Singh from
doeliring war with ths British, when they frst
earbed hiy power by confining his sonquests to | the
north of the Sutle), The Mahirfji was s0 gon-
vineed of the wisdom of Azizuddin's advies on (his
ocrasion thel he never undurtook any serivus opera-
tions without eonsulting him. In sll matters eon-
neelod with Europenns auil the English Governmint
Aniziddin: was specinlly employed, und o his an-
lightened and libersl counsels it may be attributed
that throughout his long reign the Malifeiii main-
tained such elose friendehip with the English Govarn-
ment. Trusting implieitly to its good fuith, he would
gol oub with his whols srmy on distant expeditions,
limvivg only the Fakir with a fow orderlies for the
protection of Lahore.  Azizuddin was ocensionally
ewployed on millbary service, and whenever it was
necessary to send s spocial umhﬁ-_&uj'.aattn[.u:tﬁl
Willinm Pentinek in 1831 and to Amir Dost Mu-
Vummid in 1835 the Fakir was always selectal
and was alwaye equal to the émerguney, Om the
historical ocension of the Malidriil’s meeting with
o Governor-anera] ot Bapar B (831, whioh has
beon ealled the mesting of *the fleld of eloth of gold,
and on the equally memornble kud magnificent visit to
¢ Lonl Auekinnd st Firoxpur in 1838, the most oneraus
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part of the dities fell to the ahar of Fakir Azizuddin,
He was one of the ablest and certainly the most
honest of all Ranjit Singh'a eourtiers..

Azizuddin waa of o engaging a disposition, and so
porfect & courtier in hie manuoers, that he made few
doelared enemiss, though muny were doubileas jealous
of his inflasmce. One reason of hia populirity, aé a
Mubsmmadan minister st a Hindo Court, was the
liberality of his belief, He waz a Suff, a éock held,
indoed, us infidsl by orthodox Muhsmmadans, but to
which thi best (hinkers and posts of the East hove
bolopged. He had no love for fhe barren dog-
mats of the Kurfn, bmt Jooked on all religions ss
oqually to by respocted aml disrogarded. On one
ncorsion Ranjit Singh asked him whether he prefirmed
the Hindu or the Mubammadan religion. ‘1 am,' he
voplied, ‘a man Hosting in the midid of & mighty
river. 1 tum my cyes townrds the land, but ean
distinguith no differonos in either bank." He was
celobruted na the most oloquent man of his day, and
b wna ns able with his pen us with his tongus.
The state pupers drswn up by him sre models of
alegance und good taste, necording to the Oriouial
standnrd: He was himsell & ripe scholar in all
hranshes of Fastorn seience, and was also a generous
and diseriminating pstron of learning. At Lohore
he founded st his own expense & College for the study
of Persion and Arahbio, and to this atitution many
of the Arahie scholars of the Punjsh of the past
genoration owed their tmining.
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As a poct Azizmddin may be allowed a high place.
His Petsian verses, of the mystical charmoter which
the Sufis affect, are often beautiful, and distinguished
by simplicity and grost elegante of atyle. A fow
stanzas, literally traslnted, are inserted here to show
the charaoter ol Sufi nﬂlgiou[ I-mqt;y ==

YT your nitentively regurd the world

You will find W fugitive we n slsailivees

Why should you ves yoursell with vain dosine

When wou have no power bo perform 1

Forgel yourself, aid lmve your work with God :

Trust yoursall with all confidesice tn Him.

Wait with pstience wntil He shall bloss o,

And thauk Him for what He has aiveady given,

Slop your esry from: the sound of erthly eire)

fiejoioe in Gud wid be hopeful of His mesey.

The wiss would consider me as an idoluter

Bhould 1 thoaghtiesily epeak of wmysell as * ™

To the wise aud to Uiose who wost sieurly know,

It i & folly for any mortal fo sssert © 7 am "}

Although ubls to yaoquish Buhesl, Zal, and Rustas,

Yot at the laab your stalility is but as watm,

Tt s w valn thought {hat your reason may sk

His Imaginings, ae & spider sping her web,

It Is woll that © should breathe the air of fresdom,

For L kuow that everything is dependent upon Cod.’

Tlie elaborately polished manners of Fakir Asisud

din; and his ecxaggomtion of Hattory snd cotnpliment,
struck foreignors the mors strangely st so rough and
rude n court ne that of Lohore. What was the
natunal atinosphere in the eourtly Mulammindan ¢irelo
at Bokhifira und Delld seetved somewhnt grotesjue in
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the Minister of an illiterato Sikh chiof. On Baron
Charles Hiigel, who travelled in the Puniab in
183536, and whose narmtive ia perhaps the mest
defightful of any which hove besm written on that
country previons to its annexation, the personulity of
tho Fakir made an immenss npression, and he gives
many instances of his flowery discourse. He, as
unudl, wes the infermedinry betwesn the Mahdrdjd
and his Enropesn guest, who was shiost persuaded
to necept the Mahfrajd's sorviee on the prineely
salary of Ba. 6000 o month, the ability and aecom-
plishments of the young tmveller having arousel
the Muhdviji's surprice. It is evident that the Baron
entertained a sineors mimimtion for the Minister, in
spite of his extravegant compliments, which wars,
aftor all, mo moro than the hubitunl eonversational
eurrency of the Persian language.

In 1842, Amizoddin, having been deputed to moct
Lord Blleuborough st Firospur, where & grand Darbir
wes to be beld, explained sway wn apparont dis-
ovurtesy in the failure of the Sikh envoy to meeh the
Ggvernor-Oeneral with such eourtesy and shility that
the Governor-Genem! deelarsd him in full Darbér ko
bis * the protector of the friendship of both States ' and
presented him with his own gold watel, whiel I have
often seon in the posseesion of his son, who was for
sovernl yours one of mny secrotaries ot Luhore'. . Filir
Azimddin died in Decembor, 1845, just befors the
erushing defests of the first Sikh War. With his dymg

¥ Suymd dumsdbudilin i Munsehi, Semtariag
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treath he protested against the march of the Sikh
army to the Butle); performing, thoogh in vsin, his
lust serviee to both the Buglish and the Lahore States,
Of all his family, many of whom I have lmown, his
nophow Shutnbuddin most rescoublud him,  He iy now
dead, buat. fur tnuny yenrs [ enjoyed his intimste friond-
ship, and L' bave nover in Indis mot & man of more
rilined mannors, or & greater flow of eloquence of the
florid Parsian order.  The yonnger brothers of Asimud-
din, Imnmuddin xnd Nuroddin, ware both Importast
mombers of the Mabfrdjf’s Court, although their
position was tot so conspicuous as Bhnd of their sldor
brothier.  Nuruddin espeinlly wnjoyed & very general
respect in the country, sul, fber the war of 1846, whon
Raj6e 14 Singh wus doposod for tresson. Nuruddin
waa uppointed one of the Council of Regeney to carry
on the administestion until the majority of the infant
Mahirfjd Dhulip Singh. The older brother was
ordinarily known st eoart by the title of the Fakir
Sithib; not that the style of Fakir which the family
were proud engugh to retsin signifiod, e the word
ordivnrily implies, sny vow of poverty, for the lvothers
word all wenlthy, Nuraddin wes known st conrt ns
the Khalifa Sahib, and Imwnuddin was, furing the
greator portion of Ranjit Singh's reign, and until the
time of Malfrfijf Sher Singh, governor of the im-
partant  forkross of Govindgarh, which eommandod
the city of Amyitsar,

Two prominest Muhammadans at ourt wero the
Nowhb Serafriz Khin of Miltin and his younger
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brother Zu-l-fikdr Kldn, sons of the stout old ehief
Muzaffar Khdn, who bad died sword in hand, with
five- of his sons and a large oumber of his clan,
defonding the breach when Ranjit assanlted and
caplured the fortress and eity. No vietory of
the Mah&rdjé had been more flercely disputed or so
luseidly won ns this § snd whon his power was seturoly
established over the Maltdn provines, he had fhe
generosity. to treat the sons of his vanquished -vnemy
with kindness and considoration. He brouglt them to
Lalirs and settled ponsions upon them, which wore
continued to their ropreseoiatives by the British
Oovernmauont,

Another of the sonquored Mubammadan chiofs who
bgured in Ranjit Singh's train st Lahore was Khudd
Yir Klidn, the Tiwina ahiof who with his cousins,
was brought to Lahore in command of fifty Tiwdns
harsa, the boldest riders and the most picturcaque
looking men to be found anywhere in the Punjab.
The Tiwinos bave always been famous for their
walliunt bowring, and umder English oifigers have done
splendid servies.

One of the most conspicuous figures st the Mahd-
vhjd’s Court wes Jomnddr Ehushhdl Singh, He
was the son of 8 Brdhman shiopkesper in the Meorut
district. At the:sge of seventeen he came to Labore
Lo seek his fortune gnd was taken ingo the Dhonksl
Singhwala Regiment, then wewly mised, oo five
rupecs o month; He soon mude friends with the
Mahgriji's chaimborlnine, und was placed on the per-



124 RANFIT SINGH

sonal goard of Ranjit Singl.  Hare, by his vigilanes,
nitded by good looks and soldierly bearing; be attroted
the favoursble notice of the Mahiegj. The stary
toldl by the fwmily is that one night Ranjit Singh
went ont in disguise, wud on his return to the palscs
was stopped by Khushhal, who was on guard, and who
dutnined his master in the watch-house till momning,
anid that this vigilance pleased the Mahirdjd so much
thint he kopt Khushhal by him as & persona] sttendant.
However this may be, it is cortain that he rose daily
in bis mustar's favour il i 1811, he was appointed
Dewrkiwuly or chamlerinin, with the title of Jemaddr.
The wppointment was ove of importance,  The chsm.
berlain  wan master of the ceremonies.
processions, and supevinfended the Darbfe. 1L was
through him alons that any individual, however high
in mnk, conld obtain s private interview with the
Mubiirdje, although the daily Darldr was open to il
nien of family or official importanee,

F¥ivy years aftor he arrived ot Laliorm be wos g
Lizied o8 o Sikd, and after this grew mpidly in favoar
and becans very wealthy ; a8 his influence with his
tusster was used 0 obtain bribes and eontrilinkions
from wll atfending the courl. Ha was employad
various military dutics, and in 1832 was appointd
governur of Eashmir under Prince Sher Singly whers
his oppression convertod n yenr of searelty fnto ane of
famine.  Ho wis not o man of any perticular shility,
and I-Iﬂ'umgh the !hhﬁn’ui i il o Have Twen
smtncled by lds pood looks in the Hist LITTITFREITS
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yot Wis portepits taken Ister i life present him
o # conrso, vulgar looking man, far inferior lo the
hanflsome Sikh Sirdérs. o was unpopulsr it
court, and always showed himpelf something of o
tyrant.

Hinnaphety, Tej Singly, who followed him to Tahore,
wlio rose o faveur and sus mnde 8 B4jE.  Hue was
commmndor-in-ohiol of the Sikh army during the firat
osmipiign with the English, and woea asoused both of
trenchory and cowardies.  Bub the teaper of the Sikh
arimy wni 80 suspicious; anid the cirenmstances under
which be held sommand werw so diffieult, that theae
who have most  marofolly examined the action of
Tej Singh at the time are inclined to nequit him of
anything heyond vaeilintion and wenkuness

The wost famous of the fighting chiefs, and the one
to whom the Muhfrijf was most wttachod, was Hard
Singh Nalwa, who was born, like Ranjit Singh him-
sulf, nt the town of CGujrinwila, He was not only
tlie trnvest, bot the most skilful of all the Mahdrdji's
genomle, and was employod to sommand all expeditions
of exeaptionn! diffieulty. He was chiefly instrumental
in the daptare of Miltdn in t818, snd in the following
year ho oommanded 8 division of the army invading
Knshmir, of which eonntry be: was afterwands ap-
pointed governor; but his talente did not lie in bl
direotion of administiation, and lie beécsme so un-
popular that the Mahirdji was compelled to recall
hime.  Afler this he was chiefly emploved on the Pon-
jab fronticr 08 governor of Hasfim, and subsequently
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uf Pehidwar, where, in (837, e was slain ina pltelied
battle with the Afghns.

Afler Hari Singh Nalwa, the most cimspisuoye
fighting ehiel was Sirdfr Attar Singh Sindhanwnalia,
who from his strength and courage was considersd the
dhampion of the Khilsa. He wnsn méember of the most
powerful family in thi Punjub jroper, that to which the
Mubidrijé himsedf balonged. The Sindhanwalivg were
o turbolont raee, snd Attar Singly, His brother Lehing
Singh, and his vophew Ajit Singh were all sonspica-
oug in tho intrigues whioh preceded and followed the
death of Ranjit Singh. They represunted o opposi-
tian to the power and influence of the thres Jammu
Riijiz; aod all died violent deaths.

Rj& Gulfh Singh, Réjé Dhydn Singh and B&ji
Suchet Singh, were of & Dogrn Rdjput family of
bumble origin, tmt by sheer foroe of elisraoter and
ability, rasa to great. power during the Jatter duys of
the monarchy. R&jf Dhyfin Singl, tho second hirother,
was, doting the Muhirdjé's. lifstime, the meeb impor-
tant of tho three, He snesccdid Jamadér Ehualihsl
Singh in charge of the Dvorhi, and was virually for
somo yunrs Prime Minister, boing tho chanuel of com-
munication betweon the Malirfjé and the people,
nud having generml control of all departments excopt
those of finnnee and foroign affairs, which were re-
spectively in the hands of R&j4 Dinn Nath and Fakir
Agmuddin.  His brother, Guléh Singh, was genirally
smployed on militiry duties, bt after the desth of
the - Mahirdjd and the mucder of Wis brother, Dhyén
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Singh, he becse for o tite the most important
person in the Lahore State, and his services to the
Tiritish uring the first Sutle] campaign wers such
that he was granted the independont sovervignty of
the Provinee of Kashmir by the Govemur-Genersl
There sre, pethaps, no charactars in Punjub history
more ropulsve than Bdjés Dhydn Singh snd Gulsh
Singh; their splendid talonts and undonbied bravery
only render more eonspicuows their atrocions eruslty,
thair treschery, their avarico, and thoir unseropulons
nmbition. The third brother, Suchot: Singh, was the
handsomest manin thy Sikh army ud & very splendid
figure ot comrts.  He bad little of the ability of his
lirothers, snd played altogether a subordinate part in
Lahore polities. Rijé Him Singh, the neplew of
Rajd Dbyn Singh; waes a young nuan of great promise ;
Lo sueosedid Lis fotber ne Prime Minister, but Like
him, was assussinsted during the troubles which pre-
caded the first Sikh War.

Among the men who rose to power duaring the
Intter days of the Maldrdji’s life, no one was more
remnrkablo than R&JA Ding Nith, He hes been well
and happily styled the Talleyrand of the Punjaly, and
hie life and chwrmeter besr & strong resembilance to
those of the Eoropean statesman. Hevolutions in
wiel hia fricauds anid patrons perishod pusmed him
Ly ; dynasties rose and foll but never involved him in
thigir rain 3 in the midst of bloodshed and assissinn.
tion his life was never endangered ; while sonfisention
rnil judicial robbery were the rule of the State, his
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woalth nnd power contimmlly mormsed.  His sagn-
ety and fur-sightedness wore saoh, that wlien, to other
syes, the political sky wis ¢lear, bo could perecive
the signs of a coming storm which wamed him to
(lesert o losing party or s Gilling friend. Honest'men
do not survive many mvolutions, and the Biji's
fulssmess was the measure of his wueeess, He wes
patriotie, but his love of country was subordinate to
his love of xelf. Ho hated the English with s bitter
hntred, for they were stronger than he or his eountry;
biat his interests compelled him to sorve, like Sanison;
the Philistines he hated, He was not without his
ownnotions of fidelity, and would stand by n friend
is long & he eould dose with safety to hinisell Even
whon b deserted him it wes more frons thoughts of
danger to his wealth and influence than from personal
foar, for R4jA Dina Ndth was physieally brave, and
also possesecd, in an wiminent degme, moral eournge s
though it did not lead him to do right regardless of
eonsequiencos,  Ho possessed immonse loeul knowledgs
and a8 vast & capacity for work: but his desire of
keeping power in his own hands had sn ovil effect
on the progress of business, Ho was an nesomplishod
man of the world, courteous and considieate ; well
edueated, though nothing of a seholar, and in eouver-
sation with Furopeans o would express himsell with
a buldness and apparont eandour that were sy plesaunt
ne they are unusosl in Asintics.

It was only in 1834 thet B4j8 Dinn Nathwoes made
Finanee Minister, for which his quulificstionn were
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sysedingly high, but the Mahfirdjd had for many
yenrs reposed grest confidence in him, and he was on
ull ooeasions of importance ons of his. most trusted
advisers, Affer the death of his master he retained
groat influenes with the chisfs and the army, and on
the British ocoupstion of Laliore wus appointed lo
ihe Couneil of Meganay, of which he was a most able
and usefnl member. Although his position at the
himd of the Finaneinl Departient gave him many
opportunities of euriching himsell ut the publie ex-
pense, of which there is every reason t0 bedieve ho
svniled himself, he still worked more disinterestedly
thun others, and wan of great garvies to the: Residont
at Lahore, Without his elear liesd und business-like
hakits it would have been almost impossible to dlsen-
tangle the Durlir secounts, snd after the annexation
of the Punjab Dina Néth's sid in rovenue and jagir
matters wne almost as velunble ss before. At tha
time of the revolt of the Sikh anuy in 1348, it was
assertod by some that Rijé Dins Nith was » traitor
at hsirt; that be hnd himself encouragod the risings
and that bad he nob been o wealthy man, with houses
and gurdons and many fakhs of rupees in Lahire, eon-
venient for sonfispation, he would have joined the rebols
without hesitation ; but thess stories were perhinps in
vented by his enemivs. Certain it is that on his being
veenlled th Lahore lie soulously carried out the wishes
of the British nuthorities in confiscating the property
of the reliels aud in counterscting their achemes.
Among the constant, theugh generally silent atten-
1
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dente in Darbir, must be montioned the Sikh priests;
Bhoi Rdoi Singl, Bhai Govind Rém and Bhai
Ghirmukh Singh. The find two of these were the
grandsons of & famoas Sikh priest and prophet who
lived nt Labore, the object of univirsnl reapoct on the
part of tho Sikhs during the greater part of the
vighteenth eontury, inil wlho died st noarly & hundyol
vears of sge, bwo yeurs after the Mabdrdid eaptured
the eity of Laliore in s8c2. Ranjis Singh had the
greatost respoot for this holy man and granted sstatoe
o s grandsons.  OF these, Rim Singh had the most
inffuence, und during & eampaign bis tent was regularly
pitehud noxy to that of Ranjit Singh. A messenger
from the Mahbrijs was slwaye sent to escort thom to
Darbdir, and they wers trontod with high honoar. Bhai
Giirmukli Singliwas the son of Sant Singh, the gusedian
af thy snered temple of the Darbir Sihib at Amritsar,
who had been w soldier s well as u priest and
srved with the amiy on soveral veeasions with great
eradit-  When be gave up worldly affuirs and devoted
limself to the roading and expounding of ths Sikh
soriptures, be went his ot Girmukh Siugh to eourt.
The youth woon became us gront x favourite ns his
Inther haul beon, nlthough hin influence was nover oqual
to that of hin onemy and rival, Bhai Rém Singh,
Oitlier mon of iwportaniss st Labiors were Mise Rallia
Ram, Chiel of the Customs Department, with his
won, afterwurds Raja Sahib Dydl, the Sindis of
tho great houss of Attariwals, Sirdérs Chatar Singh,
Sher Singh wod Shim Singh: the two former of
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whurt were the prineipul leadors of the Sikh robel-
fion in 1848 ; the Sirdirs of the house of Majithis, of
whom Sirdar Dess Singli and his son Sirddar Lehnn
Singh wire the most conspicoous. Lelna Singh was
known a8 Hasmuddiula, the Sword of the State, and
v i man of conuidersble ability. He was a skitful
mechanist wnd an original inventor. He mudl im-
proved the Sikh ordusnee, wod some very bheattiful
gtitis of his manufaeture were taken at Aliwdl and
elsowhore.  Ansong other things he invented a elock
whicli sliowed the hour, the day of the month, and the
clisnges of the moon, He was fond of astronomy and
mnthematies and wis muster of several lsnguages,  As
un sdministrator he was very popular. The poor
were pever opprésaed by Lim, his sssessmonts wen
modarste and his decisions essentinlly just As a
sfatesman, he may bo said to have been almost the
anly bonest muu In Lalore.  Fraud and eorruption
waore suprpme, but the hands of Lehns Singh were
always clean: aurrounded by the most greedy and
unseraptlous of schemers, he preserved his honesty
unsullied. '

Fiwd & man of the reputation and sdministrative’
talent of Lelins Singl taken the lead in (B45 in the
Punjeb, the grest trouhles which came upan tho
country might have been averted.  But he was no
true patriot.  He did not aoderstand that the religion
af & statesmen. snd indeed of every lionest man; i= to
stiunyl by hik eountry in times of danger, shuring bor
guinfs and, if need be, falling with her fall



CHAFTER VIL

Tuk Ay AND AUMINISTHATION OF THE
Mauinaizi

TuE militury geniuy of Mahirdji Banjit Singh was
not g0 mueh shown in Lis gonoralship, for in this he
wius surpaased by many of his offieers aml Sirddss,
as in thoe skill with which bo formed s powerful,
diseiplined, and well squipped srmy out of the raw
Sikh levies, turbulent andl independent, who had lesn
acenstomed Lo curry their swords from ooe leader to
another as thoy suw the bist ehanes of plunder, and
who changed their masters us often as i suited their
inclinution or convenlonee,

. When hin’ grandfsther, Clurrat Singh, and lis
father, Mabin Singh, had commund of the Sukas-
ohakis confederncy, the Sikbs were n thoroughly
republiean body. Chiefs and leadors aross with more
or less muthority, ns was inovitable in anarchic days,
when every man owned what be could take by foree
nud hold agninst all comers, but this lewderalip gave
noe man s more ntrivsieally honourmble position in
the eyes of the people. The Sikh thecernoy had
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eiquality and finternity for s foundations far more
literally than has besn tha ease with the modem
reptiblios of Furope and Amorica.

An secount of the organisation and system of
fighting of the Sikha has been' given in s preceding
ehaptor. They were essentially horsomen, not foot-
mots.  The infantry soldier was considered altogothor
inforior to the cavalry, and wes, i time of war,
left Lehind to garrison forts, to look afier the women,
or to follow, ns best he eould, the fighting foree, umil
lie, in his-turn, eould afford to change his status nnd
buy or ateal o horse for his own use.

Mahdrfijf Banjit Singh, very early in his earver,
recognised, with his umal sagneity, that the Sikh
syslom was unsuited to the genius of the people, and
that until it was modified he could not hope LW win
solid victories over regulir troops like the English,
whoss drill and tactics bo studied with infinite pa-
tienes, or aven over the Afghdns, whe in the time of
Almad Shih were fairly diseiplined, and formidable
apponenta even in the open country, while in the
hills they were almost invineible When he had
thoroughly msstered the secret of the superiovity of
the British organization, against which all the mili-
tary mees of Indin bad tried their strongth in vain,
i resolvod to create an army on similar lines, while
b determined, not less resolutely, to keop pease with
tho only powsr whioh he lad lesrued to respect
With these ideas the Mahdrdjic changod the entire
organisation of the Kbila wnny.  The eavaly
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enaseid to ba the most important arm, and the infantry
beowine the favourite service. The ehange was faeili-
tated by the cinployment of European officers, French
and Italian, whom the Mahirdjf engeged when liv
fuiled to obtain the loan of afficers of the East Indin
Cimpany's savvice, These fureign generals introdnesd
the system which had become genveal in Europe, whers
the value of infaniry ne nguingt eavalry was univer-
sally ackuowledged. Some of them were mon of
considernbla ability and quite competent to porform
all they pramised in inerensing the efficishey of thu
Luhore army.  The infantry under their instruetion
became a most formidable hody of troops, well disoi-
plined and atondy, though slow in manceuvring, Their
suluranes was very grost, nnd s whole regimont would
maroly 30 miles n day for many days togeibier.
Enlistment in the reguluy army during the Mah&rijg's
reigm was entirely voluntary, but there was no diflienlty
in obtaining recruits, for the servies was sxceodingly
popular- « The cavalry was constituted mush In the
ssuie msnner 88 in the enrly daye of the Khalss, when
clonda of horsemen bung on the skirta of the Afishifin
nrmies;, afraid W venfure an abiusk upan  segular
troops, but eutting off eonvoye, snd endangering the
communioations of the enemy. This is no doubt ono
af the principal duties of light home; but the Sikh
eavalry wern, a5 8 rule, misernbly monnted and armed,
and beeame more eelohrated for tuking to fight when
uttacked than for any display of valoar. On foot thy
Sikh e the bruvest s stendiest of soldiens; but on
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horsohinek, ithough thers sye some emek cavilry
rogiments of Sikhs in the KEnglish wevvies that can
liold their own with any horsemen in thiy world, they
aro surpessed by Afghfine and Hindusthnis who are
inferior to thomn asinfantry.  In the Mabdsdji's army
{lie infantey were the pick of the youth of the
poantry ; only the handsomest and strongest, men ware
wilnetad, whils the esvalry waro irvogular froops, the
eontingents ol his different Sirddra, and not nppointed
for wny considerstions of bravery or strength. The
oraes were small, wenk, and ill-hred, and thir Aeeou-
transents wors of the roughest wnd conrsest kind.  In
the nrmies of the Sikh States at the present day, all
of wlich 1 hsve often roviewed and inspected, swd
ane of which it was wy duty to reorguuise. the same
practioe prevails, Tho infantry sre in sz and
physigue equal to the Bikls in the British srmy;
while: the eavalry régiments have been turned into
hospital for old and decrepil pensioners, who can kit
oiv . harse, although they cannot fight or perform any
servios requiring bodily exertion
I have almady referred to the Akilis as the only
“infantry soldiers who, in the old Khélw duys, en-
joyed sny considleration. The Mabbirijs was afraid to
interfere too closely with these men; for though little
bettier than diunken savages, they were supposaid by
the Sikhs to possess s wemi-saeved charaster, and
waro, moreover, usinl when despernte dedds wers o
be done which the mnk and file of the army might
have declined.  They nesrly embrailed the Maldrijis
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with the English by their fanatical attack upon Mr
Motonlfi-'s Mussulnan oseort in 180g %, and thieir reck-
lan valour turned many & wavering fght jnt) &
viotory. ‘They were identieal in chamotar and in the
maniier of their omidunghe with the (Thisie of Afghfnis-
thn sod the Bowdin, whose Bevee and terrible abtack
shakes the merves of all but the stesdiest and most
seasuned troope ; Lot the Sikl solliors of God drew
their eourage more from drink and maddening drugs,
than from the dopths of religions enthnmasm which
inapires the wild ehililren of Islim, They wore an
unmitigated nulssnce and danger during the Mahi-
riiji’s reigm, and more than onee they sttempled his life

Their insolent swagger sl hatred to Furopeans
made them a0 obnoxious during the early years of
the British oecupation and annexation, thab visita th
the Temple of the Durlér Bihib st Amritesr, whire
the Akl Hongah formed their hesd-quarters, were
always attended with some risk.  The Mabfrfjs was
tolerant or indifferent, and desired his Muhammadan
enbjects to perform their eeremoninl without molesta-
tion, yeb it was found nevessary to prolibit the eall
to prayer of the Muezin, my it roased the Akdlis to
fury. The Mahérdji tried to redneo these fannties
to somutliing like arder by forming them Into s corps
of irregulur eavaley, 3o0e strong, bt this had little

¥ The sboofioess with which iht Envay's dlsgjplineal woart

the ragimg moh of Akalh maile & jreat jmpression. on

Ban L Blagh, and nop oy Ghepossd §ilm 10 jeer, st dolormilsrsd
fiem te train and disiplioe his own broogn ips Dl fissdiion
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effect, snd they always dismounted for w clisrge, in
which the two-handed sword wus their favourite
weapon. The stedl quolts, which they invarishly
wors gn their tarbans six to sight inches I dinmeter,
thin and with  gharp eutting edge, were not the
formidable wespoos they were pretended, and wors
as dangerous to friends aa-foes. I hinve never med an
Akidli who eodld make good or sure practiee with
them, and [ bave often thrown against Hiem with
success, Their effective muge i from sixty to one
himdred yards

Of the foreign officers who rntered the Mahfrijd's
sarvige General Ventura was the most important, He
was an Italiny of bonour and reputation, who had
servedd umder Napoleon in the srmies of Spain and
Ttaly, snd who, after the peace. finding his cocupation
grume, becawmne s soldier of fortuns ready for advanture in
any part of the world. O similer character and stand-
inyg was Genersl Allard, another of Napoleons officors.
who had won distinetion by his ability snd gallantry in
miny eRImpAigns: These men first. tried their fortume
in Beypt and Persia, but finding no opening under
Shih Abbés, the mling monarch, they travolled to
Indis, vii Herdt and Randahie, and were engaged hy
the Mahdegil after pome hositation nud & prolonged
exnmination of their gualificationk.  Both servad
Ranjit Singh Tong and fithiully. Allerd was allowed
Lo ralse n corpe of dmgoons, nod Ventur wit placed
in commnnd of the Foy Khds or speeinl brigado, the
first in rank, disclpline and squipment in the Sikl
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army, Tte normial stremgth was four infantry batta-
Yione and two rogiments of exvalry, and slthough the
Mulidirdjs nt one time raised it to five hattalions of
infantry and threa eavalry reghments, it was after-
wands reduced, at Vonburm's request, to its former
numbers, In command of this foreo the general
served o msny esmpaigns with distinetion, ehiefly in
tho kills and sround Peshiwar, 'The Mabdrdjs always
treatod him with confidence and respect, and forther
pppointed him Kdz and governor of Lahore, which
gove him the third position i Durhér.  Colonel
Cutirt, & Fronchman, sdueated st the Eeole Poly-
tochuique of Paris, sommanded two Lattalions of
Girkbne.  Coloue! Gredoer wae an Irishomn, of less
vludation snd oharnetar, hut of considerable ability,
employed’ in the sriillery!. Colone! Van Cortlandt
wes another officer, of mixed parentage, who on tho
downfall of the Sikh monarchy enterod the servioo
of the British: Government in n eivil enpacity, sl alee
porformed exeellint military service during the Muo-
tiny. Goneral Avitabile was s Noapolitun by birth,
who eame (o Lahore some yesrs lnter than Venturs,
wftor service in Porsin.  He wes generally employed
in wiiinistrative work, first in eharge of the Rechon

¥ Colenii] Garilmer Joun beeny Uuad for many yeam.  When T ki
Beisnl b wais s peinsilonir, yery raroly sobar, of the fais Malieijs of
Embmit.  Ha allowed = Toonmad hls manieeript narmathm of 4
Il wisirs oof- b Mahdriid, siod i overils which subeesleld his
duadl, Thses most intoresting and valuable papsim; whiich wre en
trialinl b bie Li- M, Froiberhel Conper, U0, bare dbmprpesrid, usil
Lhip Tuest (rrieen & Blstncion] paind of viow o sdosbdombde.  (Seis p. 8
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Dodb, the country betwoen the rivers Rivi and
Olendb.  Afterwnrds ho held for some years the
most troublesome eharge in e Puujab, that of the
Véshfiwar distriet, where hin  stern and  ferocious
methods voducnd tlint wild trast to somsething like
arder for the first time in itd histoyy. Hia name is
still romemberod with awe by the turbulent Eribes in
the neighhourliood of the Khiibar, numbers of whom,
thigves and murderers, he hung around the walls of
the city. His code of punishment was Dhraconian,
and although the English rule is mild in comparieon
with that of this ferocious Itallun, yel those who have
to ndminister Inw.and maintain order on the North-
Went Frontier of India must have o guick and heavy
tand ; and the alow and sumbrous procedure of High
Courts anil barister, judges is mere. folly when com-
pared with the gellop after & eriminal, caught red-
hamded before he has ronched bis asylum in the hills,
& short alrift and the nearest troe.

The foreign officers entortained by the Mahfrdji.
especinlly General Venturn in commund of the Fouj
Klds, snd Court in ehurge of what was kmown as the
Froneh Legion, very much improved the diseipline
and tactieal power of Ranjit Singh's srmy. They
were not, however, entrusted with the supreme eom-
mand in expeditions which wad nominally given to
one of the prinees, Kharnk Singh, or Sher Singh, or
to aue of the prineipal Sindims. Qf all the yenvrals of
the MahArij, the best was probably Diwdn Mokhem
Chemd. o khattrs by birth, who from 1806 to 1814,
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when lie died, wiis the virtusl commiandierin ohiel of
the Sikh army, and wes nseosinted with all his
coniuesta. Tis grandson. Rim Diydl, lalled'in Hazdra
in 1820, was also s akilful eommander, wha wauld
have misen to distinetion if he had lived. Mise
Diwin (land, snother Hinda of the trading clnss,
snd &e wueh disliked by the Sikh Sirddm, was the
congueror of Mlkin in 1518, aod the leader of the
avocessiful wepedition nghinst Kashmir in the follow-
ing yesr. Among the Sikh ehiefd whe were most
distinguished were Sirdér Fateh Singh Kdlinnwala;
Sipdflr Nikil Singh Attdriwila who took o dis-
tinguished part in almost a1l the Mahdniji's campnigns
from the year 1801 to t817; Sirdér Fateh Singh
Aliluwalin, the sucestor of the Kapiarihala R&ids;
Sindér Budb Singh Sindhanwalin, and hia loother,
Attar Singh, who, after the doath of Sirdfr Har
Singh Nalwa st Jamr(d in 1836, was eousidered the
ehampion of the Khilia  Hard Singh was & leader of
infinite dash nnd gallantry, and was edored by tho
army ; ever romdy to gl and win, withoul counting
the wdds sgainst him, His son, Jowihis Singh, who
wae 0 grest friond of mine, inhierited all his father's
valour, and it was he who lsd the splendid eherge of
irregular csvalry ngaiust the English at Chillunwilla,
which o nearly turned the vielory into n entastrophe,
I might muntion the names of many other famous
capiaine of the Mahiriji whome names aye gill howse.
hold words i the Panjab, bot thiy would heve little
materest to Kuglish readers.
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As to the sonstitution of the Sikh mrmy under
Ranjit Singh and his suceessors, we have fairly exact
information fvom ths pay abstrnots and returmns fonml
in the Lalors offices after the oceccupation in 1Hyo,
The composition of the Fouj Khiis, which was under
ihe sommand of General Vanturs, may be taken as
w specimen,  He resigned in 1843, disgusted at tha
yrowing anarchy, and foreseeing thi ruin which mush
pnsue. Tt wad not buforo be bad reccived praotical
proof of the danger of remaining after the death of
liis master; for both e and General Court had bevn
attacked by three rgiments of the latter's hattalion,
and Ventior had been obligel to use kis wetillory to
protees himself sod hia frisnd.

The Fonj Klids wis cousposod, before the Sutls) War
of 1845, us followa —

Pegrulir Lofantey . i a L5
Rugular Coavalry . . i i by
Artillory with 34 guna . . . B5§

5608

"

Tho infantry foree included the Khis battalion,
streaigth 820 men ; o Girkha battilion, 507 men;
Dewa Singh'a battalion, 83y men ; and tho Shiw Suta
Ligttalion, 81 mon. .

The eavalry forco was compoeed of o gronadier
regiment, strength 730 men | & dragoon regiment, 750
men § and & troop of life guards, 187 wen.

The artillery was the earps kubwn ss that of [ibi
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Bakah, wnd was commanded by a Mussulman gonoral
of that nume, the best actillery officer In the Sikh
Iy,

Tha pay of the whaly lirigade was Ra. 6,067 [then
aliout £10,000) per mensn. _

Aftor the denth of the Mahirdji in 1839, grest
chunges cocurred i the composition of the srmy.
His strong hanid had kept down wntiny and somplaint,
though even he was once constmined to takn refuge m
the fort of Guvindgureh from ‘the fory of a Girlkha
regiment which eonld nol oltain its srresrs of pay.
Hi= suocccssors, fearing for their lives and power,
waory compolled to inorohse the numbers and pay of
i srmy, Gl i st longth  beesmg an insnppurinble
burthen: to the State and a- standing menace to other
Povers.

AL the thne of the Mabdetidy death the regular
nrmy, infantry, eavalry, and artillery, in numbers and
wonthly sosl, s compared with the figured under Lis
successars, atood s fullows -—

] Wemlbeir, Tinns Tt

1830 Mahbrijs Banjit Bingh. 26,065 gz R 382,088
1840-43 Mabhrajn Bher Singh 50,065 233  He 548,003
1%44 Hijd Hirn Singh o805 28z Re 608y
1845 Birdiy Jowithir Birgh 72,370 3% Be Bgehof

The incrense in the nomber of guos under Sindie
Jowiihir Singh was in a gresl messure, nominsl
Fow new guns wers east, but many old ones were taken
et af forts, furlished op, and placsd on tield onrrisges.
The irregulnr onvalry does not appesr to have in-
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ereasedl in the samo proportion as the regulur army.
At the communeomunt of the Sutlsf War in 1845
1ts numbers were 16,262,

The redl of the army in the whole Punjah ab that
WHmo was :—

Regnlar Iofantey . . « "G3.150
Regulir Cavilry: . - S 5-E1
Irtouilur Cavaley . i = afiags
Arhillisry ~RRr . o 1ojgol
Cumel Bwively . i . 584
Mispallanioms 2 . : Bey
Total . - 88,662 mon

CGuns—Ficld, gho; parrison, 103 Total 48z  Coamel
swiveln, 308,

The irregular lovies and jugirdiri contingents of
horse, not inclnded in the nbove, sanngt be acenratoly
dulermined Lot thoy way be fwirly estimatod st
30,000 men.  Thes formed the picturesque elotent in
tho Mabiréjd's reviews. Many of the men were
well-ip-do country gentlemen, the sons, milatious, or
clussen of the ehiefs who plaesd thom in the field and
maintained them there, and whose penonal sredit was
ponoirnoed in Aheir splendid appearonce.. There was
no uniformity in their dress. Some wore a shint
of mail, with & helmet inleid with golil and a kalgi
or heran's plume; others were gay with the many
coloured splendours of velvet aud ailk, with pink
or yollow muslin turbans, snd gold embmidered holty
arrying thelr sword and powder borm.  All wore,
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at their back, the small round shield of tough buffalo
Wide. Thso magnificent Liorsemen were armed some
with bows and arrows, but. the majority with' mateh-
locks, with which thoy made excellent prastice.

The regulur Lroops wero much less picturesque than
tha jegirdén horse. Their dress was & close imitation
of the searlet uniforms worn by the British army,
singnlurly ungracoful on netive woopy.  Their pay
compared favoimbly with that of the Company’s
troops—Re. 10 per mensem for s foot-soldier—but ot
the other hand they reesived no pensiony the
cavalry tocaived Ra 35, but for this had 10 procure
and muintain & Lhorso sid socontroments.

An secount of the civil sdministration untder
Malidrijh Ranjit Singl need not be Jengthy, for 1
hive ulrendy deseribod it s the simple process of
squsesing out of ihe unhappy pomsant every ropés
that he could be made to disgorge; the lumit of
pppression Deing only warked by the foar of his
royolt ur the sbandonent of bis land through dis-
courngoment and despuir, The Sikh firmer of rovenie
Mid not wish to kill the gouse that laid the goldon
omgs, but he pluked its foatbers as closely aa' lw
darod A few purngraphs from Land Revenue Setile-
wost Reports will show how the Sikh procedure
sppeared - in the eyes of the offleers of the British
Government, who sdminister a system which is sa
difforsnt from that of the Sikhs ss light from dark-
ness, and whish indved errs on the side of extruvagsnt

genarosity.  The British Governmunt might Iargely
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inerease the proportion which it claims of the rent
of the lanid throughout large tracts of India without
giving good grounds for reproneh. In fhe Adminis-
tration Report of the Ponjab for i1872-73 T wrole
08 follows :—

"The Silihs often actually took sa mmeh as ene-half ihe
groms prodoce of an estute, hesides a multitude of cesses;
out lemand never exemls diecaisily 38 frequently uot moes
than an elghth, o teath, or o twelith. aml in dotie canes ook
st thin a Gftdenth af the sverase gross produce valoed st
sverage prices fir u period of twenty o thirty yean

The Costoms Revenue in the Intter days of Ranjit
Singh realized Re, 1,637,500, and the cost of nollestion
was Ra. 110,0¢e, or noarly 7 por cent.  Duties were
levied, nnder forty-eight heads, on almost overy nrtiels
of eommon use, withont any attempt to diseriminate
bebawesnt luzurios and nescssaries, or to assosa lightly
the nrticles used by the poor, such ns fael yrain, or
vogelnbles. The mode of eollection was extremely
vexafiouns, the oountry being eoverell with sustom
houses, at which merchants wern trested with the
atmost. insolones snd oppression. An- article paid
duty on being taken into n town, & sscoml e
on being taken to the shop, and s third tims on
re-sxport.

The following extmets from Settlement Reporta
have been eollected by Mr. Ibbetson, mnd printed in
Kin sdmirable Consus Toport for 1883, They express
vividly and elesrly the Sikh method of sdminisira-
tion. sl 1aken from warious districts and ditferent

X
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nuthorities give n fairer estimate of the system than

any single opinion eould do k.
First let us look to the frontier and Peshfiwar,
Capt. James writes as follows :—

"From 180c to 1820, Peshhwar romained in n constant
stuta of exoitement and confusion, passing from ape mler to
anntlier; none of whom eould exorgise sny meal control over
ite wild ocoupants, and the hiil tribed traosforeing their
sllegianee to the highast hidders: . . Tho perindical wisits
of the Rikhs were calamitous to the people; their approach
was the signal for the removal of property and valuahies, and
even of the window apd doar-frumes from the luuees
Crowds of women aod ehilifeen el frightened from their
hotses, sl the sountry presented the appesrance of sn
emigrating colong.  As the bated bost advanced they over-
ran the nolghbomrhond, pillaging asd destroying whatever
enme within their reach and laying wants the fielde.  Thers
in wearce n villnge frow the hoad of the valley ta the Indues
which has not been burst wnd plysdered by the Bikh Com-
pinder,  Hin wivitations wore beld in sach nws that his
pame was used by mothers a8 a term of affdght, to hush
their unruly ehiliren, snd st the present day, m teavelling
theongh the coustry, old groybiwnls, with many sears, point

' The Punjab Land Bovenue Settloment Reparts contaln & vasl
amonnt of interesting leformation, woeinl, Geeml, and hilstarieal,
and sro and sill for ever mmain o monmeent of the bnddstey and
aniliyy. of Fnglish adminivieative offirers. My, Barns' original
Wmﬂumhnlhwmi-ulw merit] s s the s
fepart .on the same distrivt by Sir J. B. Laall  The Peslidwar
Topors by Caph. Jame= jo full of valoable fnformalion. Nething
{list Tham bars e i1 Alds Abrmetlun fn the Pusjab, oc sllier parks
of Tuidla, sirpessss (0 living interssl, plilosoplile disloghion,
undustry and Wiy pomer, the Begorts of s of onr

plelllams anell pe Mesers. Purser, Thorburn, Dhlelsm, Wilio,
O Brivi, sl wthers
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vt Hlis Tillla over which they wore chtsad like sieep Ty tha
Singh, end young men show whers their fathors fought and
Tell, Destruotion was do eertain that the few villages which
from the extrems difficdlty of thelr position wers sither
jassed by the enemy, or, rosisting attack, wers but partially
distroyed, elaimed » trivwph, pnd wme o be Jooked opon
i invineihle.

' Buk the people of this nnhappy district did not enjoy peacs
even doring the respites which the withdrawal of the Sikhs
afforded them; and it iv hard to say whetber they suifercd
most from thesn terrible bat passing invasiom, or from the
hitter feuds which followed thim, wrising out of hostile aoty
committed townrds ench othier, sither to Bod feyoor with thy
invaders or to gratify prreonal feelings of batred amd revenge ;
for, ne it comman with peopls in such a depraved condition,
thiey hiad noseruplein betraying each other for such purposes,
anil s spice or informiers in bringmg the Sikh sconrge upon
their neighibonrs with a basenses from whicl their sncestons
would have revolted o of the terms on which the Chas-
kathts elief hulil Lis teuure of the Sikhs wes the suninl pro-
duction of twenty Afridf beads, and the old man relates
without & biush the trencharous methods be was sometimes
compalled to adopt to fulfil the conditions of his Leure.”

In the Settlement Reports of Colonel Cracroft and
M. E. L. Brundreth of the Riwal Pindi and Jehlam

districts, wo road:—

v Anarchy had reigned for centuries; and from the oldest
times the district had been overrnn by hordes of invaders,
From' Oeeeks to Afphdne.  They swept throogh it and dis-
appeared. The temparary desolaiion, thi plundored Toues,
the fuseried bumestends, wore all things of Lhn hour, and are
suw forgotten, Bat i waa the rule of the Sikh Kdnlirs, oo

Ea
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fay ol fram I.nl:l:rr! to be under any sheck, that rednsed the
Rijput and Ghaklar alike to their present state of poverty.
Their rals wae & mililary despotiom, and their aim to
edtermimite ol elassrs and familiss with any pretemiom. to
ruling powwr, smid their strongest menurres wore aceordingly
levelled nguinet the Glnkknrs and all the gentry who shared
with them in the management of the conniry,  Aveordingly
wir fined thom oeto exiles or reduced o ahjeck poverty, tmso-
moch that they are vow often compulled to beconte tenants
undir Fhair foemer ploughmen. The hitih ronds wora aniver-
aally onisife.  Paseliyg threonel the lmits of diffooont trilies,
bravellors gl carmvans Tind Lo sadlnly the repacity of seacli by
puying blackmall, or they bad to sulmit to by plugderd,
outraged, swl ill-trested, huppy sometimes (o demape with
life."

Regurn]lug the Sikh rule in the contral distriels,
Mr, Ihboteon writes :—

In the centre and south-west of flie provinee the Sikh
e was strodger anl mive équitshls, Ty the srdier dugs,
imteod, provious to und during O growth of the mids, it
wos thing bedter oy gy erganised srptem of massecrs gni
pillage.  Bat as the Sikka grew intow people, sud anatiomm]
epirit developed, solf-isterest if pothing higher prompted a more
modersts government.  Still, s Sir Robert Egerton recondod,
the Sikh population were soldinry almost to & ma, and ic
whet ohject wma to wring from the Hindu amd Mubammadan
onltivators the ntmost farihing that eould be extorted withaut
compelling them to shandun their fielle.  The Rajput eape-
mially, who had refased 4o join the manks of an organization
in which kis high caste wan dirreganind, was the peculiar
object vf their hatred and opprossion.  Not to be for them
waz to be ngainat them, and all who hud any preteusions to
wealthor influmee were mercilessly ernslied.  Thiy promioted
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and extended eultivation wa for na I'I-'l: po=ible wnder @
system which held forth the minimum of inducowent to the
cultivator; hut they acknowlodged nothing higher than the
htsbandian, they respected uo rights and they rocognised no

property whore such respect ur such recognition canflisted
with their peeusinry interests, and le who was not a Sikh,
il {herefore o soldier, was only villoahls in so fur s he
could be utilized & o payer of revenne. Their ruls was just
antd even fu (et they meted oot oppression to nll with an
exjual hand.’

Now lot us see what Sikh rule was in the Rijput
hills, The sliort-sighted Bijis hod ealled in the
Glirkhna in their. domestic squabbles, and, as with
the frogs and King Stork. these fieree mountaineers
estublished & reign of terror in the Kdngm aud Simla
hilla, till, after three yesrs of anarchy, the fair Kdngra
valley beenme a desort, and the towns were depopu-
lated. The Mahérdjs Ranjit Singh snd the Sikhs
ware culled in, and the Garkha host departed like
loousts, Bub the Sikl Kardérs of the Mehhrijs were
not much better. Mr. Barnes, in his Settlement
Report of the Kangra district, writes:—

Mo Kirdir was & fidicisl a9 well an s fBscnl alficer
But his fisoal duties were most Jmportant.  Cormpl judg-
ments, or mn insufficiert polize, were evils which might be over-
Jooked even suppesing they excited attention; but & Rarddr
in arrears was an offender ‘buyond the bope of purdon,
The problem of his lile waa theriore to mnintain cultivetion
b tho highest possiblo lovel, and sk the same time to keep
th rnltivatorat the lowest poing of depression. The barthen
uf the geople wae ne hewvy uo they could bear | the utmoss
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Tinktw of toleration Jul been sttzined. A mitive calleotor is
bwses dibered 1o ruin his bebmnis) bot e will proceed to soy
Ievigthes short of actudl destruitim:  Hin policy i to leave
pothing but a bure subsistence to the coltivator of the soil
But the masessment was pensrally equal, and the burthen,
heavy indued neeurding o justand liberal principles, wias wtill
itpmrtinlly distriluted.!

Diwdn Siwan Mall, governar of Mialidn, Loinh, Dires
COhfsi Khin, Khiugah, and Jhang, was the bost of
all the Mahdrdid's administmtors, Yot thin is how
Mr. O'Brion; who made the land scttlemont of
Mugnifargnrh, one of bis distriols, writes of him:—

* Diiwdn Sdwan Mull's governmen was batter thon aoytiong
that bod proceded 1t Ttz sole object wae the wcemmulation
of wealth for the Diwan. The execulion of publie warks,
the sdminintentaon of justioo and seoutity of life and property
were o seondiry comsiderntion, and were iusited on tuly
becutse without thew sgriculture wonld not prospes, il
the reveuue would not be paid. When one examines his
Numernus gesses and sees how be levied dues o pay the
people’s alme and pocform their religiows duties, and then
paid Akn poor and (he Bribmune what be thought e fair
stunt aod pocketed  the rest; how be loviel & co=
retirn for keeping hiz word; anill bow be essvuraged his
afficlaly to take tribws wad thun mude them duly eredit the
wmrand o the poblie peoonsts, one's sdipivation for the
groat Diwdn iy desn than it would be i besed ou wrrttan
hintory 4’

" T have oo aboubik thint this desrrigbdin oo given of e Diwdn's
prossd o b corment, Bk L neverilinlses Wiliovs that o mmsl faiver

meatern) viiw of Bls adplnirabion by glves e my bisgmphy o
Eim sml of Thwdo Moledj Bis ool and ofpross] v i whiss
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Such extracts wight be supplemented by a hun-
drad others, recorded by British officers, whose task it
lis besn, through the forty-two years since annexation,
to affnce the sears of the old wounds of the Punjeh, and
to bring back to the long-devastated province happi-
ness, prosperity, and pesce.  But thess will guffice to
point the moral to those in India and in England who
try to persunde the world that the British rule i
harsh and oppressive, and who woulil make the greatest
glory of our mee, in the enlightened government of
Hindustin, o matter for reproach und shame. Thoes
who run may read, and the lotters of light in which
our Indian work is written can be seen by all eyes
save of those who will not see. Anarchy, famine,
and rapive have been roplaced by ordedy snd just
pdministration, under which every man enjoys his
own in peses, tone msking bim afmid.  Where, out
of twelve shillings' worth of produee, the Sikh
Government took six from the peasant ms remt, the
Fritish Government takes only two or one. The

treschiry wan & principad e of (e seond Sikth War. The
Iittlo peenlinrities of sdilinisteation reecuntel by Mr OV Brlen wrs
waiilal Im native eyvi, sod sre pommon fo almost wyory native
administration, and 1 wpeak with esporimos, heving been
intlsisbely asauclated with the sdministrabion of ot losst toa
nillive Siales o North aod Central Indin.  Diwin Sawan Slall was
om the whale @ beonflent sod wise goesrnorn, sl though corrogt
lie was ot oppresive. Hy tummd wlhil was & Jessri lnto u rich,
eultiruted plaie. The peapln still vovers his memory.  Eis ws
Rarm Hirdin: wan ahn l=lovad, but Mulrd) was Jubed.  Papulsy
sayinge veprvsant popilar sentlmont, sod it was common to hoar
Ehat Mittsin wan Blessad with sairan | the month of maia), Latal with
e (Kl e, whitke Jhaig, thie disteivt of Muleg), wae doeclulud
by muts (an ineed that destroys ibe cem’.
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popitlation has enmrnvusly inercased. and the sulli-
woted ares in s still greator mbio.  Aud if Eoglad
were to withdraw hor prolecting liand, if she weve to
proclain the Paz Britennicn st sn ond sml rotive
from Indis in & cowardly denial of her duties and hor
rights, ts there any one of lnowleldige whe doubls that
it & very short time anarchy would retarn onee mors ;
thay Sikhs, Marfthfs, and Afghfns would again he
fighting 4 owfrance ; that the ehildven would again
ba tossed on the sword snd spest-points of invaders,
and the Punjnb maidons sgiin beemno the proy of the
ravidher, while the light of flaming villagos wouli
pightly illomine the ancient walle of Delbi sod
Lahare 1



CHAVFTER VIIL
Hiz Eanty Coxguisrs

Manknkss Raxsir Sixon waa the son of Sindfr
Mahfn Singh, the enterprising and unserupulous
lender of the Sukarchakin confederagy, and was bom
in the yoar 1780. His family was of the Jit Sinsi
pribo, nearly related to the Sindhanwalins who were,
at th time of Ranjit Singh's death, the most poweriul
of all the Sikh nobles noril of the Bess, nnd who still
take highest rank in the Punjab, althoogh they now
finmber o distinguished men in their ranks, The
Sindhanwalias olaim, [ike most other Sikhs, a Rijpot
descont, but they have also & elose connsetion with
ihie thievish and degraded tribe of Shnsis, aftor whiak
their ancestral homy, REjE Sansl, five milis from the
alty of Amritsar, is named.

The founder of the Sukarehakia and Sindhauwalis
funily was & bold and suescssful robilier, Budha
Siugh, who, on his famous pishald tsre Desi, was
the terver of tho ecountry side. He was wounded
samn forty times by spesr, matehloek or gword, and
Hod st Yast o his bed, like an homest tan,in the yesr
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1718, His two sons, Clinads Singh and Nodh Singl,
wore us enterprising as their father. About the yeur
1730 they rebuilt the willsge of Sokamhak in the
Awritear distriot, and coflecting round them a bund
of lard-riding Sikhs, seized seviral villages. in ita
neighbourhood snd in Gujrinwils. From Chanda
Singh the Sindhanwalis chicfs descended, whils Nodh
Singh was the dirdet anoostor of Banjit Singh, He
was killod at Majithis, ighting the Afghfius, leaving
onie son, Charrat Singh, five vears old, who Lscame a
powerful Sirddr, and look command of the Sukar-
chakin misl Assistod by Sirdér Jassa Singh
Abluwalia. and the Bhangi confudurney, be vopulsed
[Mhed Khidn, the Afghén govemor of Lahors, from his
head-quarters, Gujrinwala, with the loss of guns and
bnggage. He nided thy Alluwalis chief, Jass Singh,
wha had been attacked and plundered by some of the
Bimgurhiss, o anoex all their estatos. Ho wos
kilied by the bursting of his muatehlogk while engnged
o an expedition agninst Bijd Ranjit Deo of Jammu,
the eanse of whose son, Brij Kéj Deo, he had eépoused.
Malifn Singh, his eldest son, suesssded to the com-
mand of the confaderaey, the infinenes and possessions
of which he largely inerossod. But he was only
eloven or twalve years of nge when his father disd,
and & estustrophe seemed imminent. The Réjput
Hajs had smmmoned to his sesistance Sirddir Jhands
Singh, the head of the Bhanwis; whils the Kanheyas
were miding his robellious son. The necident to
Churrat Siogh weemed likely to give the vietory o
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tho enemy, so his widow and Sivdir Jai Singh, the
Kauhoya lender, bribed s sweoper, who: shot Jhanda
Singh dend ss he was riding with o few attendunts
through the camp. His death ended the quarrel, sl
the rival forces retived from Jammu.

In 1774, the year sueeedding hin father's death, Mahdn
Singh marriod Rij Kour, the dsugliter of Rijd Gnjpat
Singh of Jind, who, six yours later, beeama the mother
of Mahkrijé Banjit Singh. It waa significant that the
marrisge of this lady gave rise Lo instant diseond,
prophetia of tho earcer of her son. AMahin Stugh had
come o Jind with & great retinue and all the Phdil-
Iian ebiofs had assumblod. to meet him, During the
festivitios u disputs arose botwoen the ohief of Nibhn
and Jind regarding a grass preserve belonging Lo the
formar, in which the Baritis or attendants on s
Iiridegtoom had been allowed to out fodder for their
horses. The ngent of the Nabba chief attucked
them, and & tight was the result, which so wounded
the pride of the Jind RAjE, the bride’s futher, that
although ho kept silense till the wedding waa over,
he determined on rovenge, and soon afterwards,
taking Huulr Singh of Ndbbn prisaner by stratageus,
mvaded lis - territory and seived a large portion
of it, the estats of Sangrur being held to the
prescnl dasy. :

For sevoral ysurs we hear nothing of the youthful
Mahdn Singh, but In 1780, whan he tay be assumod
to -have ronchod mnanhood, his famous son hsving heen
barn, tho Héajput prince of Jumum died, sod Malibtn
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Singh eonunencod bis carcor with o charaetoristic ach
of treachory.  R4j& Brij L4l Deo suvceeded his father
and mado fricnds with Mahin Singh, exchanging
turbaus as & sign of their lsting affection. Fortified
by this allisnee he thought that he might regain soms
of his lost esintes from the Bhangi Birdars, and invited
the Kanheyas, to whom he was tributary, to assist
him. They st first asssoted but soon deserted him,
nnd went over to the Bhangis, in allianes with whom
they proposed to atback Jammu. The R4jE applied
fur nssistance to his new brother-at-arms, Mahdno
Singh, who burried northwards und attacked the
Eanheys enmp, but was repulied with loss.  Mahdn
Singh had to submit, and the Riji wes compelled to
pay » tribute of Re sooco to Hikikat Singh, the
Kanhoys ehief. Bowe monthe afterwards, this tribute
falling into arrears, Hukikat Singh perauaded Mahén
Singh to join bim in & raid on Jawmy, dividing the
plandic between them. To this he assested, but
murching by » different rond and rvsching Jammu
the first, he found himsslf strong encugh to nttack
alone, wodl, forgetting his sworn friendship. to, the
Rajd as well as hie ngreement with the Kanhoys
Sirdéir, ho sackod sml bt the wwn and palase and
vutired with grene spoil before the arrival of Hakikst
Singh, who wes naturally furious, but was unabls to
avenge himaelf, and died soon afterwards, The sack
of dummu brought opon Mahido Singh the wrath of
the groat Kanheys confederncy; and of its Toador Jai
Singh, who attacked Tilm with sneh energy that he
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lost temporarily a Inrge slice of territory, snid had to
e for forgivences,  This was rofused unleza he gavi
op the plunder of Jummu, which the Sukarehakia
ehiaf was determined not to do.  So he formed a coali-
tion agrinst the Kanheyas, smong whom were Sirdir
Jnsss Singh Rémgarhin, who had been strippsd of his
gstatos some years before, and Hi_]ﬁ Bansar (Thand,
the Katoch Riji of Kéngrs, The allies gave lsttle to
the Kanhoyaa near Balils, their head-uariers, and
dufentid them with great loss. This was in 1784
Sirdér Joi Singh nover recovered thiz defent. He
restored Kfngra to the Katoch RAjk, and to Jassn
Singh Rémgarhin all his lost possessions, and to Mahfin
Singl's son Ranjit Singh he gave in marringe Mahtah
Kour, the infant danghter of his son Gurbuksh Singh,
whio had heen slain in the Batdla fight

It would be tedious to ralate the intrigues and vio-
lenee with which Mshiin Singh's briefl enreer wos
fills), He was constantly at war with Lis neighbours
und rivals, chiefly the Bhangis, although one of their
mnst powerful lenders, Sahib Singh: hnd married his
sister.  With this hrotherin-law he was in fraquent
eonfliot for the two yenrs proceding hiz death, as ho
wishod to seize SAhib Singh's town of Guajrit, about
thirty miles north of his own eapital of Gujrinwils.
1t was while besieging Sihib Singh in his fort of
Sodhren that he fell sericusly ill. Ksammm Singh
Dulie, & Bhangi ehiel of Cluniot, had hurrisd to the
masistance of Sihib Simgh, and Mahén Smgh at onee
nttseked him; but, during the Hght, he fsinted sway



158 RANFIT SINGH

on liis elophant, anld the driver twmed and earviod ks
master from the field.  The leader nbsent, the Sukaz-
chakin troops flod, and the sege wis raisod ; whils
Muldin Singh retived t& Gujrinwils, whero he died
three days aftarwarde, in the year 1752, when only
twenty-seven years of sga

Although Ranjit Singh was only twelve vears old
when his father died, he had already accompaniod him
on expeditions. A Sikh in thoes duys Toumed the art of
war early. In 1750, hix father wis besicging Munehar,
the fort of Ghuldm Mubhammad, ehief of the powarfal
Mussulman tribe of Chnttabs, with wlhom Malidn Singh
wos slways fighting. Hashinat Khin, the uncls of
the ehisf, elimbed on tho slephunt on which Ranjit
was mitting, aud was in the act of Lkilling the child,
in whiel ense the Wistory of India and Fngland
would have been materially changed, wlon he wus
struck down by an sttimdant,  Whess his father dind
the prospects of Ranjit Singh would bave been very
utifavoursble had it not been for his mobthorsin-
lsw, Sada Kour, who was not only s woman of the
grestest ability, bt had snccseded, as the widow and
hieires of Sirdir Gurbuksh Singh, to the head of the
Kaunheya misl.  This Indy resolved, so far as she was
uble, Lo retain. the power in hor own bands, sod use
Ui fores of both confederncies, Kanheyas and Sukunr:
chakias, to broak the power of all rivals. First sbe
ditermined to be avenged on the Rémgarhias, who
htd joined in the atlack on Batila, in which her
hushand wes killed ; aod, in 3766, uniting her own
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troope with those of the young Ranjit Singh, she
besieged Sirdir Jossa Singh Rimgarhis in his fort
at Midni on the Beas river, After defending himsell
for some time, his provigions fell short, and he neked
for help from Sihib Singh Bedi, the high prest at
Amritsnr.  The Bedi sent o message ordermy Sada
Kour to misn the sisge, bub she, seeing her envmy was
ot last in her power, refused obediencs, Agnin Jossn
Singh sent an urgont mesasge to the priest, who
repliad ‘ Tll.e:f will not mind me, but God Hineslf will
aid yon." That very night the river Beas came down
inr flood, snd swept sway o large portion of the Kan-
heys camp, men, horses and eamols.  Suds Kour and
Ranjit Singh esenped with difficulty, snd retirod to
Gujrinwila

With this expedition the warlike instinets of the
yonung ehief ssumod to awake, and he determined to
beooman his own master swl shake off the totelage
whiel had been imposed uwpon him by both mother
and mother-indaw. Tho former was disposed of in
n sumnmary fashion.  She wis & dissolute woman, and
ohiif among her lovers was Diwein Lakhpat Réi, who
wss the general manager of the estates during the
minority. Ranjit Singh cansed this mun fo bo des:
patehed on n dengerous expedition to Kaithal, where
he was killed, sl ss some aay with the eonnivanes
of Ranjit Singl. The lady dissppesred ; secording
to ono report ber son killod her with his own homds
nocoding to snother, be cansod paison o bo adminis-
tered to her  But thess storiey are upposed Lo what we
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know of his character, which was singuliirly averss to
eads of violenes exespt in Fair fight ; nor lud be any
respect for female virtue or fidelity, Mahitab Kour
was probabily shut up in a fortress, a8 un inconvenient
intriguer, where she shortly aflerwardy died.

The yoke of the mother-in-law, Sadn Konr, was
far more diffionlt 1o shake off; and the young chief
didl ot at Hrst feel strong pnough o attempt 6. She
hiad given thy boy no elucation, and had enconrged
himy in wll the sensunl pleasures which are teo often
ussd by interested guardiand in India to weaken
the chamcter and health of yonthfel princes whes
power thiy desire to usurp or rtnin. Every day
wo wee similar infrigues in the Foodatory Stites,
with the samo result. They sovemly test the tact
end eonrage of the Dritish Resdent, and ave gome-
Eimes frented oo timoronsly by the Indian Forpign
Uffien.

Ranjit Singhwas fortunately possessad of an inlelloct
which indulgense could not permanently elond, and
of & pownrful physigue whieh withstood for many
years his hubitunl exoesses, A special opportunity
fov distinction srose when Shih Zembn, the grandson
of Indin's frequent invader Abmad Shil, marelied
southwards to meover, if peesible, hiy ancestor's lost
provinees. In the year 1795 Zmién had suceeeded
Tirutir on the throne, snd two yenrs luter he invaded the
Punjab, advaneing no farther south than the Jehbim
river. But in 1747 snd the following year he was
miore succosiul, and oceupied Labors without any
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serious opposition from the Sikhs, who pursued thoir
wsnul facties of wvoiding s pitched battle, while
harassing the rear-guard of the Afghdn srmy wod
cutting off steagplors and plundoring baggnge.  Some
of the Sikh chisfs thonght it would be well to keep
on terms with Shih Zeman, and puid homage to him at
Eabore; Ranjit Singh, who had taken the oppor-
tunity of the Afghdn mvasion to mid the country
south of the Sutle), doing so by depnty, sod when
domestie troubles reealled Shih Zowdn to Afghinistin
Ranjit returned to Labore, which s happy ehanee al-
lowed lim Lo elaim. Crossing the Jehlam in flood, the
Afghdn monwrel lost twelve of his guus, and not
being able to wait for their extrieatios, be promised
Ranjit Singh, then master of that part of the country,
the grant of the ety and distriot of Luhore, with the
title of Réjh, if he would send them to him. This
tusk Hanjit Singh readily undertook and partly por-
formed, roscuing cight guns and sending them to
Peshiwar; wod Zemin Shah kept his promise. [t
was but & barren grant, and the Sikh ehief was loft
to obtain possesaion as bie best could.

The eity of Lahore, which has existed for over two
thousand yesars 4a & roval eapital, had always been
the oliject of disire to the Sikh Sinifrs, and during
the eighteenth century had beon won and lost several
tines. It wos Hnally taken, in 1764 by Lohsia Singl
and Gujar Singh, two rockless Bhangi Sinddrs, who
antered it through w drain ope dork night. exptured
the deputy governor Wb o usuteh, end were in full

L



1h2 BANTIT SINGH

possession of the town by the morning. They divided
bis gty into thres shares, one falling Lo Sirdir Soblis
Singh Kanheyn, who waa in the conspirey, though he
arrived too late for the surprise.  When Alonad Shih
made his last desgent on the Punjali, three yems
luter, he did not feol inclined to fight for Lahore, and
econfirmed Lelnn Singh in its possession. The children
of the partues were still in power when the gmnt
wis mnde to Ranjit Singh, But the sons of Lehna
Singh and Sobha Singh were imbeeile and debauched ;
and the third, S&hilh Singh, the only ove of any
ability, was absent.. The people of Lahore disliked
their extortionate rule, and Ranjit Singh was told that
he would be weleomed as n deliverer.  He nccordingly
miarched with a strong force to Lahor, the pates of
which were opened to him, and the two Sirdies Qod
without offering uny resistance,

The sequisition of Labore in July, 1799, with the
legally aequired titio of RAj{, mndo Raxnjit Singl, now
in his twentieth year, a very powerful ehief, The
Sikh barong were filled with alarm at his success, ani
the Bhangis were especinlly snxious to avenge the
eaptore of their principal town.  In the following year
» conlition was formed against him, the most promi-
nent meubers of which were Birdir Jossa Singh Ram-
garhia, and Sihib Singh wnd Guldb Singh Rhangis,
nud it was proposed to asssssinate him during s
eonference to be hold at Bhassin, But Ranjit Singh
was too elover to fall into the trap. He taok so large
o foree with L to Bhassin that the erime could not
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bo attempted, and, after two months passed in
hunting snd feasting, he veturnod to Lahore. But
be was sware of the designs against him on the purt
of the Bhangis, and resolved to anticipate them. In
t8oa ho sent to their Nead-guarters at Amritsar o
desnand the surrender of the famons Zamezams gun !
which had been assigned to his grandfather Sirdie
Charrat Singh ss his share of the plunder when Lahore
was captured in 1764 The Bhangis refused fts
surrendor, on which Ranjit Singh attacked their fort
ot Amritsar, drove them to take refuge with the
Rimgarhiss, with whom they had divided the eity
of Amritsar, pod snnexed all their possessions.

By this bold and suseessful messure, Raujii Siogh
bocame possessed of the two Sikh eapitals, poli-
tieal mnd roligious, and bad little more to fear in
his eaveer of conguest, for the grest Kanhoya con-
federacy was already in his baud, snd the famous
Rémgarhia baron, Jassa Singh, was old and feebls,
anil Ranjit Singh knew that he had not long to wait
before he should obtain his estates. He died the
following year, and his eldest son and suceessor; Jodh
Singh, who was a simple ereature, thoogh & hrave
soldior, heeamo so devoted o follower of the Malirdja
(82 we mny now call Hanjit Singh) that it would
hava leen guperfluous villaing to have seized his
territory. He swore eternal friendship with Ranjit

! This famows gun, of which a complete history is mven at
i 3838 Pagub Chigh, was east st Lahore by Alimad Shdl in
i360. T mow stands I front of iho Labiore Mussain,

L3



164 RANFIT SINGH

Singh, who finttored and eajoled him in every way,
building his new fort of Govindgarh st Amritsar on
tha plan of the Rémgarhia fortress.  Ho accompanied
tho Mahirdji on many of bis expoditions. It wus
ouly on Jodh Singh's death, in (816, when his sue-
cessors began to gquurrel, that Ranjit Singh marched
ngaingt Amritsar, nnd after some severe fighting
eaptured the fortrees, which he razed to the ground,
and then reduced the minor forts, about one hundred
in number, and annexed all the vast territory of the
confediacy in Awmvritsar, Jalsndbar, and Gurdispur.
To the heads of the conquered family he asrignnd
respectablo  jugirs, aod gave them honowrable
sppointinents in commnnd of troops or about lhis
perso

The Naldaf confedorney was ruined in the yosr
t810. 1t will by remembered that Ranjit Singh hsd
married » Nakkni gmirl in 8oa;, whio became the
mother of his only ¢hild. But this allisnes did nob
do the relstions any good. When Kdlin Singh, the
oephew of Rini Rij Kour, became the hesd of the
family in 1807, the Mahirdji trded to induee him to
cote and reside st eourt. But Kahn Singh knew that
be should not be allowed to leave it sgain, Vestigia
mulle vebrorsum, and swoutly declined the hutour.
This did vot gave Lim, for the Mah&réjs annesod wll
his estaies, which wers too clase to Lahore, in Kastir,
Chéinian, and Gogaira, to be succsssfully defended,
This meident Is & fhir example of the Mahirdja's
méthods, Thers was tio pretended exouse, amd Kilin
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Singh, & near connection, had given no provocation
further than that he was too weak to resist.

The lnet of the great confedaracies to fall hefore the
Mahfrfjd was the Kanheys, of which his mother-in-
law, Mai Sada Kour, was the head. It haz besn
sleendy related that this lady bad presented him with
two boys, Sher Singh and Tam Singh, ns the children
of her danghter, Makitab Kour. The frand was, for
reasons recorded in the mext chapter, diplomatically
socopted by the Mahfrdjf, who determined to
repay it when an opportunity oceurred. Tt came
not till Sher Singh was about twelve years old, snd
bod been genl in pominal command of troope to
Hazfira In the unfortunate expedition in which the
gallant Diwdén Rém Dyil had been killed at Gandgarh
by the Yusafzais. On this occasion the young Sher
Singh was said to lave behaved well, and on his
return the Mahfrdji suggested to Mai Sada Kour, who
had already adopted the boy ss her heir. that the
time had eome when she might appropriataly give up
worldly aflhirs, and resign in favour of her grandson,

The old lady bad no wish to perform this net of
renmncintion, but she was encamped nt Shéhders,
u fow miles from Lahore, and refosal might have
unpleasant results. So she temporised, and refurning
to her head-quarters nt Batdls, opensd negotistions
with the English, asking to be permitted to come
undler their protestion, and live in Cis-Sutlej territory.
The Mahfirjd heard of these overtures, and summoned
the lady to hin presence, where he reponted his orders
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with many threats, The vame uight Mai Sada Kour
escaped in n covered litter; but was overtaken by
troops. eaptured, and eonfined in a fortress, where she
died =oon afterwanls, while the Mahfrdji annezed
all hor great estates without any troubli: the only
forts which lheld out baing Atflgarh, whiel was
gallantly defended by one of her women, snd Mukeri,
which gave Diwin Devichand, who had heen sent
to reduce b, & great deal of trouble Batdla was
~geanted to Sher Singh in jagir, nud the cunning lady
wihio had manufsctured this false prinee full into the
pit which she had dug for others, At the ssme thne
it must not be forgotton that, with all her fanlts, Mai
Sada Kour had acted well by the Mubbrgjd, who
treated Ler with the blackest ingratitude,  Her money
sud her troops had cnabled Wim to seize Lahore and
Awmritsar, and hind saved lim from vuin in the doubt-
fal years whieh followed his father's death.



CHAPTER IX
Tus Exoumsn axp e Cia-Sorrey Tennrmony

To one friendship the Mahiinijé remained ever pon-
siant: from one allisoes he never sought to shake
himsalf free.  This was the friendly allianee with' the
Bratish Government, then representpd in Hindustin
by the Bast Indin Compuny. In the first years of the
cetitnry, before he had appreciated the power and
policy of the English, he was doubiful what ling to
adopt towards his now neighbours, and in Decembor,
1808, had all but decided on war with them. But when
his and their position was once defined and nssured
Ly the treaty of t8cg, by which be renounced for ever
all supremacy over the Cis-Sutle] chiefs, he fmnkly
acoepted tho dutics and responsibilities which the
agreement imposéd, and for thirty vears remained
the trus and faithiul slly of the British Government,
He trusted its word with s calenlsted confidenes which
was satonishing in so suspicious and unserupolous s
ruler, aml which, nt the same time, was the highest
proof of statesionnship,  Nor was his contidence mis-
placed,  The Britiah Government invarinbly trented
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Ranjit Singlh in a spirit of frankness and fiendabip -
they realized that he was o useful boffer botween
their unconsolidnted provinnes and the unknown
shadowy power beyond the passes of the Narth-West
froutier, whence so many invading srmies had poured
down on the plains of Hindustan, aud they never
mnde a hostilo movement ngainst him. The Lahore
State eventually fell from inhorent weakness and not
from any designs on it by the British Government,

The story of the origin of the connection of our
Gavernment with the Cis-Sutlej States and the
Mahdrdj s n very instrustive chapter of Indian
Listory, but it is too lengthy to be told hers in nny
detadl. It is closely assovinted with the risa of the
Mardthé power with its diseiplined sriuies com-
munded by French generals, and with the romantic
earcer of George Thomas, the English adventurer,
who attompted. with much eourage and nudasity, to
found a kingdom in Northern India. and onme within
n measurnble distance of suceess:  The mire outline
of the situstion is all that ean be given'.

The British power, at the beginning of this een-
tury, was sproading fast, like a rising tide, over
Hindustin. The red line on the maps which murkesd
its fromfier was ever widening, and it was Ranjit
Singb hinwell who truly prophesied that in time the
whols of Hindustdn would bo red. Bengal, Banares,
Oude.  Allahfbail, Cawnpors, Farukhibad, bad in

" The history of Al sresie ls given in il detsil o rie
firyuie o e Prmiod, sseonidl shlll bon, e By-150
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turn fullen, when, on the yith of September, 1803,
Qeneral Lake defentod the Mariths army commandod
by Bourquien benenth the walls of Delhi; and, four days
luter, enterod the eapital of Hindustin asa conqueror.
On the 18t of November the battle of Laswiri was
fonght, when the Marfthds were again defeated with
great loss: and Sindhis by the treaty of Sirji Anjon-
gaom, ceded Sirsf, Hissdr, Roltak, Dulhi, Gurgion.
and &gm to the British Government. The three
first-pamed distriets were not, however, taken under
British sdministration till the year 1850g.

The Cis-Sutlej ehiefs, who bad made friends with
the Murdthis General Bourguien having just over-
thrown their encmy George Thomas, fought st Delli
against the English. They had misealenlated onr
wtrength, and during the whole of the year 184 thoy
gave great trouble in the neiglbourhood of the
Jumni, and mvaged the country up to the walls
of Dellil. But after a severe defeat inflicted upon
them by Colonel Burn on the 15th of December,
(Bog4. they thought it prudent to retire mcrose the
viver, and two of their most prominent lenders, Rijs
Bhig Singh of Jind, and Bhai L& Singh of Kaithal,
joined the English srmy, and afterwands remained
fast (riends

Iu October, 1804, Jaswant Réo Holkar. who had
guined & great ¥ictory over Colonel Monson's brignde,
hesieged Dellid with a lurge foroe, bt was repulse)
by Colonsl  Ochgerlony unil Colonel Burm.  Twa
months later, at Fatehgarh and Dig, the Mamthds
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ware ntterly routed by Genernls Lake and Fraser,
with' great alaughter, while their lender Holkar, Joft
without an army and witer wain attempts to crente ona
south of the Sutlej, went northwards to sedk xmong the
Sikh chicftaing move trusty if not more efficient
help than he eonld obtain from Sindhis, who liated
bim while he was compelled to sppear his friend,
Holkar remsined st Patidls for some months, bat its
Mahdrdjé woold not risk much to aid him, and the
othar Cis-Sutlej chiofs, secing that his exuse was hope
less, were equally disercet. At lost, n Oetaber, 1803,
Lord Lake hnving again taken the fisld against Hilkar,
he fled to Amritsar and endesvonred to oltain the
alliance of Ranjit Singh, who wns mueh inolined to
asdist him. Bub b was dissoaded from this step,
whidh would have at ones brought him into eolligion
with the English, by his advisers Fatoh Singh Alin-
walin nnd the Rija of Jind Lonl Lake pursned
Holkar ss far as the Bess, and had oot the only
thought of the Governow-General besn to eonelude o
speedy pence, one of the most inveterate ensmies the
English have sver had in Indin would have been
utterly destroyed. At this timo the periodiol fit of
timidity bad seized om the Courk of Dirvectors in
London.  They had been frightened at the bold
policy of Lord Welloaloy, the most eminent of all
Governors-Goneral. and the fieble Comwallis hasd
bren despatehed to reverme jt

Concilistion was foolishly considersd to be wisdom.
A trenty wos made with Hollear whiicl restoesd to hims
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the greater part of the Lerritory which had been
wrested from him, and a supplementary agreement,
dnted the st of January, 18#o6, was made with
Ranjit Bingh and the Abliwalin ehief. This pro-
fossod to be a tresty of friendship and amity between
the Honoumble Kast Indin Company and the Sinifre
Ranjit and Fateh Singl, by which the latter agreed
to eanse Jaswant Riéo Holkar to at once leave
Amritanr and never again to hold conneetion with:
him, or aid him with troops, or assist lim in any
munner whatever, The British Government, on its
part, promised that a5 long as those chiefi abstainod
from holding any friendly connection with its enemics,
or from commmitting any act of hostility on their own
part against it the British armics would never enter
their territaries nor wonld the Government form any.
plans for the seizure or sequestration of their posues-
glons or froporty.

These treatics, which exeluded Holkar from the
Punjab, prmﬁuﬁiljmmﬂ Ranjit Singh from English
interforence in his plans of conguest north of the
Sotlsj. The country held by Sikh ehiefs south of
that river had not yet been the subject of armnge-
ment, and in the summer of the same year 1806 the
disputes of the Philkian Rajés induced Ranjit Singh
to invade it.  The eondition of this unhappy country
wis telansholy in the extrems, The distriots betwesn
the Sikh States and Delhi, sequired by the English in
18a 3, had been perhaps the most pitisble, but the lob
uff the pessantry in the Sikh portion of the trast was
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almast as Tad.  Mr Denzil Tibataon's Settlement
Heport on Kamfil records =—

‘8o ended, in 1805, that ferrible time called by the
people the Sikh hurly-harly, or the Mariths anarehy
Its horrors still live vividly in the memory of the villagers.
The Skl oever really wtablished their grasp over the
ooiutry south of Panipat, and they held what they, did
possesy only we femlstories of the Mardthizs Wat the
while period was n constant comiest betwenn the two
powerz, and the tract formed nsort of no-mun's-kind betwesn
their territories, anl covetnd by both and protectnd by
neither, was practically the prey of the stronjrest sud most
andacions freebooter of the day. Fven e early aa 1760,
Nudie Bhih b to spprosch Delbi by way of the Doeali, as
owing o the conmtant passage to and fro of the Marithi
troope, the trucl wan e desolubed that supplive were unpros
etrnhlo, snd forty years later, whien we took over the districl
it was estimated that mors than fur-ifthe was overgmown
by forest, and s inkabitants either removed or axtarming.
ted, The rogal eanal had loug dried wp, and thick forest
had taken the place of cultivation and affoded shelter to
thisryes, yagabands and beasts of prey,  In 1827, Mr. Archer
rrmarked tat only & very few yoars bl olapsed sinee this
et of the comntry wae inhabited wholly by wild beasts.
Deserted witen all aloug the old main road still tell how
oven the srongest village had to abandon the spot where
thinir fathers had lived for eenturiss and make to themselves
vew homes on wites less patent to the eyes of marnuding
bandn,  Revenue administention there was none s the culti-
vatar followed the. plough with u swond in bis Jusd ; the
callector eame wt the hend of & regiment, snd if he fared
weil another soon followed him to pick up the rramie

Ik wan at the invitation of his unels R4j4 Bhig
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Singh, of Jind, that Banjit Singh, on the 26th of
July, 1806, erossed the Sutlyj with a large foroe, with
the objest of ssttling serfous disputes which had arisen
between that chief and the Malirdjs of Patidle. The
English viewed his appronch with somo anxisty, snd
strengthotied their gnrrison ot Kuruil ; but he was too
eautions to offind thewm, aud conténted himeell with
seizing the town and district of Ludhidna and Ghni-
grins, which he divided swmong his friends. Tha
Ludhigna family was of ancient descent, Mahmmmadan
Rijputs, and it was represented by two widow ladies,
whom Kanjit Singls plundered of all their possessions
without rémorse.

Tho next year, about. the same. time, he retmed to
Patigla with a large wrmy under the eommand of
Diwan Mokbam Chand, snd effected s settlament
between the Bijé Sdhib Singh and his wife; the
{amons Réni Aus Kour, much Lo the sdvuntage of the
latter, who had hribed him highest.  On this oconsion
lie seized on his return march many estates, Nirvdin-
garly, Wadni, Morinda, Zira und others, ehiofly in Lhe
Firozpur disirict, and distributed them swong his
udhorents.

The Cis-Sutlej chiefs now perceived that by inviting
Mah&rdji Ranjit Singh to intervene in their disputes
they had, like Frankenstein, ereated a monster whom
they eould in no way control  So in Marel, 1808, the
Réjd of Jind, the Bhai of Kaithal, Lil Singh, a very
influentinl ehief, with the agent of Eajd Sdhib Singh
of Patidls, visited Delhi to ascertain from My, Belon,
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the Residont, if the British Governmuont were pre-
pured to oxtend to them their protoction. Thia the
Eritish Governmont desired to do, but were uneeriain
Liow best to aot.  They wished to Timit the smbition
of the Mahdrjd to the north of the Sutle. But. st the
sime time, they were wall aware of bis detormination
to lwing all Sikbs, south na well as north of that
vivor, undir his supremacy, wnd thoy were afraid of
thwarting Lim so abruptly s to equse & rapturae. of
friendly relations and throw him into the arns of
France.  For, however strunge it nuy seem in thise
duys, whon the power of Franee in Hindustén is
represanted by two or threo insignificant settlomants;
it wee very different st the buginning of the century.

The Titasie contest between England and France,
of which the prize was the commercial und eulonial
supremucy of the world, had been fought out in
Indin ea Horeely ss elsewhors, and only terminated
with the Peace of Versailles in 1783, Sines then, the
tradition of hostility and hatred of England had beon
fosterod in native Indis by Fretich geners of ability,
like the Comte de Boigne, Perron und Bourguion, who
torned the Marithd hordes into & disciplined fores
i the same wanner us Ventura, Allard and Court
translormed, forty years later; the wrimny of the Khlaa,
After this, more terrible than Uie wrath of kings of
France or the mad fory of the Repuhlic, the shadow
ol the genius snd ambition of Napoloon eloudsd fhe
Aintic na well us the European sy, The coho of the
cannon of Marengo, Austerlits and Jenn rosched
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Teherin and Lahare, and there was po Asiatie Coorl
which did not wuteh engerly for news of the great
ponqueror who seamed to rival Aloxandir the Gront
or Trmerlane in the swiftness and sureness of his
WTLCORSALE.

Nor was thelr anxiety unealled for. The smbition
of Napolean know no lmits; and st one time he
surioasly proposed to revive the scheme of & French-
Indinn Empire, which might earlier have been
founded by the illustrions Dupleix, had his ungrateful
country supparted instead of deserting him.  In 1808,
the thoe for pealizing this dream liad passod. and
Napoleon's iden of establishing in Persia a sccure
bass of operations and suceessively subduing Kibul
aniil Lalore was beyond 1is strengtl.  But the know-
Todge of his intentions disquisted the English Govern-
motit, and it was to counteraet them that My, Elphin-
stone was deputed to the Court of Kélul and Mr.
(. T. Metealfe to come to lerms with Runjit Singh,

The Mabdriji was quite astuio enongh to realize
the embarcessinents of the English, but was not in s
position to profit by them. He felt himeclf anything
bt ascure.  The English were irritated by his invasion
of Cis-Sutlej territory; the Afghins were always
ready to strike from the north; the Sikh bsrons of
tho Punjab proper were restive and suspicious ; those
whom he had subdued, enger for revenge ; those whomn
he had not yet attacked, fearful of his treachery or
violemoo, Af the same time, his project of bringing
ull the Cis-Sutlg States under his rule and forming
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& kingdom which sbould inslude all the children of
thie Khilss, wea ever present with lim, und lis had
reasonnble hope of ita weecomplishment. His threo
Cis-Sutlyj expeditions had shows him how wesk
wiry the Phalkino Rjds und Malws ehiofs, wo torn by
petty fourds us to be lueapuble of uniting against him ;
while the Huglish Governmont had, hitherto, made
1o dircet remonstrance, and hud even given the ehiafs
wlio sought its protection st Delld an evasive answer.
The wnnouncsment of the sppronch of the English
cuvoy, who laft Karnil in the middle of August,
coused Banjit somu unessiness, but he dotormined to
strengthen his position before the negotiations should
vommonce and formed an army st Kumir prejamtory
to & now mvauion of the Cis-Satlyj, Hare Mr, Mst-
calle wrrived on the 11th of Septemuber, hnving visited
Patidln on roule, where the BEjE again begyred for
protéction and vainly tied to indueo him to take the
keys of the ecity, to be restored to him on belmlf of
the British Governmont.

Mr. Motealfs lost no time in placing before the
Maldrdjs the proposal which he was instructed to
make of nn allinnee, offonsive and defensive, against
Franee, in the event of an invasion which both the
Govarnment and the Labore State ware equally
witerested in repelling. The Mubdeji cordinlly ss-
metited s the propossl, bub required in return the
sekuowledgment of his soversignty over ull the Sikh
States and peopla. This elaim Mr, Metealfe bad 1o
sulbuority to eoncelle, and as be held out little hope of
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a reference to Caloutta being succesaful. Ranjit Singh
strucl Lis camp sud erossed the Sutlej, whither the
Envoy, however displensed nt the dissourtesy shown
him; hnd no option but to follsw. From Khat to
Faridkot, which was eapiured; from Farfdkob to
Malor Kotla, where & heavy tribute was demnndad,
Mr. Metealfe aceompanied the Mahfrdji's camp, and
it was only when the lattar proposed to mareh to
Ambila, in the very heart of the Stales seeking
British protection, that the Envoy wilhdrew (o
Fatehbad, He had submitted a draft treaty to the
Mahdrijs which was only eoncernad with the allisnee
against Frange: while that which Ranjit Singh pro-
posed in rofurn ssked not only for a fiem wlliance
with England, but that no interference shonld be
allowed in his disputes with Kadbul, and that his sols
nnd undisputed sovercignty over the whole Sikh
conuntry, north and south of the Sutlej, should be
acknowledged.

The policy of the Mahirdif was skilful, bold, and
deserved that snecess which it would probalily have
achieved hnd the danger of & Frenoh invasion ey
# real and nob an imaginary one. He eared nothing
for France, and folt that Napoleon was not his enemy
but that of the English Government, If the English
desired him to jein them against France, they must
be prepared to pay. So he pressed his elaims on
the Exvoy and the Govamor-General with insistencs ;
e seized everything of Cis-Sutlsj territary that he
could while the negotistions were ponding, in ordos

s
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that &t thoir elose, whatever the rosult, he might be
Ieft in possession of what he had actually conquersd ;
and he eleverly kept the Envoy in his camp to
weaken the resistance of the chiefs and to obtain some
eort. of official sanction for hin enterprise.

After Mr, Metcalfs had left the eamp, the Mahdrgji
continued his oareer of eonquest ; he seized Shahghad
and Awibdls, and wonld have despoiled Patidils, but
he knew that this would onose s breach with the
English; so he contented himsslf with summoning
the frightened B&jR Sahib Bingh to his. esmp, where
he exohanged turbans with him snd swore eternal
friendship. He then returned to Amritear, where he
was rejoined by our Envoy on the roth Decamber,

Instructions had now been received from Caloutta.
The impossibility of & French invasion was boginning
to be realized, and & treaty with Banjit Singh sgainst
so chimerical & danger was undorstood to be worth-
less, or, at any rate, not worth the concession of the
suthority of so strong and unserupulons a ruler being
extended gver States which dotested him and which
hnd engerly claimed British protestion. The Mahérijs
was accordingly informed that the Governor-General
had learnt with grest surprise and concarn of his
pretensions south of the Suilej, and was still more
astonished to find that he sought the assistance of the
Hritish Government in his designs:  He was told that
the Government waa the sueoessor of the Mardthis,
whom they hud defeated, and that during that eontest
the Mahirijf had himself suggested the Sutlej as a
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boundary. Sines that time the Government had relioved
the Ois-Sutlej ohiefs from all tribute and would not
allow them to he subjugated, hut took them dhsolutely
undor its protection. It was further intimated that
the Mahfriji's conduet to the Envoy had been: dis-
conrtonts &nd contrary to etiquatts in invading Cis-
Sutioj torritory while n referonce was bring mado to
the Govarnor-Ceneral, and a demsnd wag made. that
all tarritories seized south of the Sutlej sinee the tirst
refurence of the question to the Hritish Govermment
should be restored and the Silh arny withdrawn to
the north of the river.

The Muhirfji vainly tried to evade eomplinnee
with theee terms, of which he bitterly complained.
The Envoy, be said, had been sent Lo conolude a treaty
against France and cement s lnsting friendship with
him, but the trenty liad been altogether forgotien, snd
the only friendship shown was in thwarting his most
phorished policy. His disgust was such that he pre-
paved for war. Troops and summunition were colléeted
from all quarters; tho new fort of Govindgarh at
Amritaar was armed and provisioned for n siege, and
Genaral Mokham Chand, the best of the Sikh generuls
and & bitter enemy of the English, was recalled from
Kingrs and marched to Phillauron the Sutlej, opposite
the town of Ludhifnn, where he enosmped. To this
hostile movement the Government replied by sending
& British foree to Ludhiina under Colonel Ochtariony,
who, pussing Patidla and Nibha, was received with
wany demonstrations of satisfaction and regard. The

Mz
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nogotistions at Lahore meanwhil progressed slowly.
The Envoy wna persunded that the Mabdrdj& who
talked of joining his army on the Sutlej, had deter-
mined on war; and he advised the Commander-in-
Chief to invade the Punjub ns the best way of termi-
nating & situstion which was becoming intolerahle.
But wissr ccunsels at last prevailed with the Mahfrdjd,
who siw that further resistanes was hopeless, and
on: the and April, 1809, he evacunted Fnridkot and
withdrew his Ambila garrison to the north of the
SButlej: No lurther diffiouliies were mised to the son-
clunion of the treaty, which wae sigued on ths asth
April and ratified by the Governor-General on the
joth May following. By it the British Government
agreed to abstain fran any interforemce with the
tarritories and subjocts of thy Mabifrjs north of the
Sutlej, while he ngreed to respeet the territories of the
ehiels south of tho river, who, in a supplementary
proclamation, were assured of British protection,
without interferenee in their rights and authority amd
without puyment of tribute, subject to certain obliga-
tions of wid end assistonce sgainst any eommon
enemy,

The histary of the Cis-Sutlyj States from this time
until the first Sikh War was distinet from that of
Lahore. The Mabfrdjs hamonurably observed his on-
gogements, and, recogmising that the power of the
English was invineible; he frankly and for ever
uhandoned his dream of Ois-Sutlej supramaey and
turned his attantion to the expulsion of the Afihirns
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from the northern distriets of the provines, and the
reduction of Miltdn, Kashmir and the Derajit.
Whather he was serious in prepuring for war in
the early part of 1Bog is doubtiul  Mr. Metedlfo
cartainly belioved him to be so; bub st that time the
great sagacity and shrewdness of the Mahfrdjd wore
only imperfectly known, and it is wore probable that
hio was only playing & game of brag to the last, in the
hope that the British Government might withdraw
a portion of their demands, In this he was partially
successful, for he was only compelled to restore the
lis-Sutlej districte seized during his last campaign.
Those of former years which he had retuined or given
to his Sirdfrs were left to him, though he was nol
permitted to elnim alleginnce from the Cis-Sutle)
chiefs even for lands which he himsell had given
them,



CHAPTER X
Laren Cosquesrts

A unier gketoh must now be given of the principel
victones of the Mabirdji over Muhnummadsn rivals and
engmies ; the subjugation of the Mussnlman tribes in
he north and centml districts, nod the nequisition of
Miiltan, Enshmir, Peshdwnr, and the Derjis !,

The ancient city and distriol of Malidn were ruled
by an Afghin family of the ruyal blood. who were
appointed Nawdbs in 1738, at the time of Nedir
Shiil's invasion, when the Mughal Government was
anziots to strengthen its outlying provioces by a
systom of decentralization which it was too weak to
control.  Between 1771 and 1779, the city was helil,
with some intervale, by the Bhangi Sivdirs, but they
were nally ousted by Kiog Timdr, snd in the Lusi-
numed year, Muzaifar Kbdn was sppointed governor.
He was o brave and ensrgetic man, and held his own

* The full meooant of the Muhsrdje's Militan espaigus i 0o
foussd n the biographiss of the Seddacnl Chiefe of Moltdn and
Tiwin Siwan Mall, sl pp. 495 4Bg anidl sj2-ofis of (e S

Gl snd the Kashoolr mpaigs in the blogmpliy of Triwan
Mokhain {!h.uul, P A%1-360
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gulluntly agninst both the Sikhs and the uaighbour-
ing tribes, Sidls and others, who attacked him, In
1802, Muzaffar Khin first saw the young chiaf Ranjit
Singh, who had marehed from Labore to spy out the
fund. The Nawsib eame out to meet him, thirty miles
from the eity, and the chisfs, having interchanged
valunble prepents, parted very good friends. Agmin,
in 1806, after having reduced Jhang, Ranjit Singh
mnrehed towards Mltdn and reached Mahtam, twenty
miles north of the eity, when the Nawib, who had
no wish ‘to fight, gave him Rs, 70000 to retire, The
next year, his appetite whetted by wlat he had so ensily
wori, the Muhdrijé retaomed and attacked Miltdn
in foree. The town was in part eaptursd, but the
fort held out against all the Sikh efforts, and an
was concluded, through Sivddr Fateh Singh
Kilisnwnia, by which the Mahfr&jd retired on receiv-
ing & lerge snm of money. Nawéb Muzaffar Khin,
weary of war, now made s pilgrimnge to Mecea, and
on his retun vainly tried to induce the FEoglish to
iske him under their protection. Bot this the
Brtish Government deelined.  Maltin was remote und
heyand the sphere they then desirod to influence.

Al the beginning of 181c, Ruujit Singh agem
marched agminst Miltdn, He bad just met the
Afglidn Shih Shujs at Khushib, aid the exiled
monnreh wished the Sikhs to take Maltin and make
it over to him  Mwmifar Khan hnd, in 1863, repalsed
an stiack of the Shal's troops and, in the hope of
conciliating him, had more than onee olfered bim an
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asylum at Mdltén, but Shik Shuji wikbed to obisin
the city and provines as his own by conquest, Rasjit
Singh troated the wesk-minded prince with grest
respeet, but, fuiling to obtain any money from him,
determined to take Miltdn on his own aceount. On
the 24th February, 1810, he anvived before the walls,
and the next day took possession of the eity.

For some time the fort wus bombarded without
affect ; mining was then resorted to: but the besioged
countermined with suseess, und blew up the battery
of Attar Singly Dhéri, killing him with twelve of his
men;,  On the ist of March & general assanlt was
ordered, but' the Bikba were repulsed witl grost loss,
and they now grow disheastened, for provisions haed
become very dear in the camp. Diwin Mokbam
Chand, the Genoral, was dangerously ill, and several
leadir had been sluin, whils searvely wny impression
had besu wade on the citadel. On the astly another
agsiult was wade with the sume result. It was poces-
sary to reise the siege, and Ranjit Singh, to his
intenss mortification, had to aceopt from Mugafiar
Kliin the terus which bo bad many times mjocted,
naiiely, two and a hall Iakhs of rupoes, twenty war
horses, wid & eontingent in timu of war. Huving
reovivod 46,600 in enrnest of the vausom, the Mubd-
e retived from Miltdn on the 14th April

Seeing thab hin own strength was insgflieiont for
the eapture of Miltin, Ranjit Singh addressed the
Uoverner-General, retjumting the co-opemtion of
Biitiah troopa.  His proposition wisnob well reseived,
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the more so.as he proposed that the foree, instead of
murcling through the Punjab, should pass across the
sterile country south of the Sutlyj. Shah Shujd even
prepared for an indopendent attack on Maitén, but
ho was wise enough to relinguish an ides which eould
have had no chance of suceess.

In February, 1816, an irregular attack was made
apon Miltén by the Sikbs. A strong foree had been
sant to Babiwalpur and Multén to collect the tribute,
and thers being some delay in Mumfar Khin's pay-
ment,; Phiila Singh Aktli, mad and drunk with bhang,
led & storming party of fanatios like himself against
the town, and with sueh inpetgosity did thoy make the
sttack that they gained possession of some of the out-
works of the ciladel. But Fakir Azizuddin mude due
spologies, the Nawilb paid his fribute yuicker than
he would otherwise have done, and the Sikh srmy
proeseded towards Mankerd. In 1817 & Sikh srmy
nnder Diwdn Ohsod marched agminst Maltin and
attacked the fork, but was repulied, and rotired on
poyment of ten thousand rupees. These attempts,
howoyer, wers nob made in earnest.  The Mahfrijd
wae- colleoting his strength for & great offort, and had
sworn thit Maltdn, which liad =0 often defied him,
should yet be hiv, During the eold weather of 817
hie was gathering supplics and men from all quarters,
and i Juouary, 1818, sy army of 18,000 men, undur
the nominal leadoership of Prinee Kharale Singh, but
in reulity eommanded by Misr Diwin Chand, marehed
rom Lalwre. Oun the way o Miltin, the forts of
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Khitngarh and Mussifugmeh wire baken ; the eity was
investod and eaptured esrly in Februnry, and the
bombardment of the fort commenced. The Nawdb
had & gurrison of enly 2000 men, and the citadel was
not provisioned for & siege, but he made s defonce the
like of which the Sikhs had never before seen.

Till the 2nd June the bombmrdment went on. Two
large breaches had been made in the walls for the
great Bhangi gun, the Zamznng of Ahwavd Shih, had
been brought from Lahore, and had been four times
fired with effect. More than ene sssault was given
by the Sikiis, but they were repulsed, on oné oeersion
with the loss of 1800 men. The gates were blown in,
but the garrison raised behind them mounds of exrth
un which they fought hund to hand with the Sikhs.
The defendors. of the fort wore at length reduced to
two or three hundred fighting men, most of them of
the tribe or family of Muzatfar Ehén. The rest had
tither been killsd or had gone over to the enemy, for
they had been beavily bribed to dwsert their master,

Atlongih, on the 2nd June, wn Ak&H, by hame Sadhu
Singh, determined to surpuss what Phiifa Singh bnd
done i 1816, rushed with o fow despesate followers
into an outwork of the fort, and, taking the Afghing
by surptise, captured ik The Sikh forees, seving this
sucvess, ndvancod to the assnult and meunted the
lireach at the Khisri Gate. Hers the old Nawib,
with his eight sons and all ihat remained of his
garrison; stood; sword in hand, resolved o fishs to the
death. 'So many fall benesth the keon Afghin swords
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that the Sikhs drew back and opened fire on the little
party with their mutchlocks. “ Come on like men,
shouted the Afohdns, *and lot ua fall in fair fight'
But this was an invitation which the Sikhs did
not eare to sceept. There died the white-beardad
Mugaifar Ehéin, scarning to aceopt quarter, and five
of his gons. A sixth was wounded severely in the
fuee, and two accepted quarter and were saved.  Few
of the garrison eseaped with their lives'. and the
whole oty was given up to plunder.  The fort of
Shajihbid was also redueed and five guns taken from
it. After this the walls of Miltin were ropnired, a
gur:inunﬁfni:hundndmnwuphuudiut.huﬁ:ﬁ,
and the Sikh army returned to Labore.  Miltdn was
known to be very weelthy, snd the share of the
thirﬂ]ﬁ'imuunﬁug to only two lukhs of rupess he
issued an order that all officers and soldiers should
restore their plunder, sl that if any was lfound with
them after o certain date the penalty woulid be eertain
denth. ‘This order brought in some five inkha to the
State treasury, but the plunder . of Multdn ws
estimated nt two millione sterling. Tt was supposed,
in popular belief, to bring no luek to s possissors,
wost of whom died in poverty or were killud in batle®,

In the spring of the followiug yesr, 1819, the
Mabfriji aunexed Lo hin dominicns the provines of

b Mahdrijd Hanjit Sisgh told the travollor Mourerofl that s
hitndred of ihe gurtison servivel aod meoleod guirtor.  This wes
incarreck. AL the time of the led ssmnll thee wae nol 300

flighiting men fn Wis G, sl moud of s foll sk L beuacls
¥ Bangal Chighs 484,
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Kashmir, long coveted and meny times wvainly
attacked, which more thun doubled the ares of his
postessions.  This stoinge and beautiful lund of moum-
tuiv und valley, rising in suseessive ranges from the
low hille of Jammu and the Punjab border line to the
ginut peaks of uverlasting snow double the height of
the Alps, hud been for sovorml centuries the prise of
sucesssive conguorers, who specinlly valued it for Its
dolightful climite in the summer months, when the
Plaing of India were as a furnsce, und the invadors
from the sorth thought longingly of their eool and
plieasant homes in Tehordn and Kabul,

Until the beginning of the thirteenth century
Kashmir bad been ruled by its Hindu princes ; then
a Mubammndan dynasty suceesded for two hundred
and fifty yenrs: and, after several nnsuccessful wx pedi-
tions, Akbur the Great, in 1588, establislied the
Mughal rule, which lasted for & century and a half,
It was during this period that the famo of Kaalmir
far loveliness among the mountain regions of the world
becnme av grest,« Powerful winperors, more wealthy
and lurious than any then reigning in Europe,
Anrangzeb, Akbar, Jubdngir and Sldh Jahin, made
annual visits Lo its plomsunt valleys, carrying with
them their entiro eourt, the transport of which ex-
hausted the resourees of the cotntry. In Kashmir
they built palaces and ploasurs grounds, soms of which
still remam 1o lestify to the mugniticance and sctfish-
ness of the monarcls, who ‘took o much froty the
people and (eve po letle in roturm
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The Moghal dynasty passed away, and wns sue.
ceeded by the Afghing under Almond Shih Duorduoi,

who 'nmulum'ad Kashmir in 1752, ani mulad it he and
lin suecosssors, with & harshness and rapacity which
mnde the Mughal yoke sppear light, After sevonty
y=ars, the Sikhs beeamo the mnsters of the country,
and they in turn gave way to the Réjputs. Hija
Gulib Bingh of Jammu, the servant and coungelloy
of the great Ranjit Singh, was granted the sovervignty
of Kashmir sod its dependencies by the English in
the year 1846,

It will bo remembered that Jemmu was closely
conneeted with the foriunes of the Suksrohikis
fumily, the father of the Malirdjs having plundered
this eity, then belonging to Réji Brij LAl Deo, his
unfortunate ally, Jammu, in those days, hsd no
comnection with Kashmir, It bad been ruled for
sovirnl thousand  years by a Hindu dynasty of
Rijput blood, and, although tributary to the Mughal
Emperors, it had shaken itself frea after their decline,
und regained o short-lived independence, which was
overwhelined by the rising power of the Sikhs ; first by
the Bhangi Sirddrs, to whom Rajé Ranjit Deo was
compelled to pay tribute, and then by the Sukarchakins
under Mahin Singh,  Ranjit Deo is seill vemombersd
in the hill eountry with genuive rospect. Ho was
a just judge and a Jiberal administrator, snd it wos n
misfortune for his people that he was nob strong
enough to resist the wild Sikh lovies. flushed with
the new wine of religious enthusigim, anid a8 keen fir
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tha plunder of the orthodox Hindn o= of the hated
Mussulman, I was to this family that the three
brothers, the Rfjfe Gulib Singh, Dhydn Singh, and
Suchet Singl, the most powerful members of the
Lahore Court, in the later days of the Malifirdid's life,
helanged ; or, at any Tate, thoy produred a plauaiblo
gonealogy which was sufficiont to impose on the
illiternte womarch and strengthen their elaims to
meesal to the Joummu heritage.  Whether of princely
despent or pol, they certainly, in intelligenes and
personal advantages, were men of grost distinetion,
und eminently desarved their sucoess in & community
where homest virtue was ridienlous end violenes and
fraud conld alone mmsurs viotory,

In the year s811 the Mahfrdji prepared for the
conquest of Kashmir, and first relused e hill Stabes of
Bhimbar and Rajiori, raled by Mubammadan families
of Réjput descent; and Kilu in the following year.
Ha then formed an allisoce with Fateh Khin,
Minister of Shih Mabmid of Kébul, who had crossed
the Indus bent on the reduction of Kashmir and an the
oxpulsion of the governor, Atta Mubsmmad Khén,
The allisnes was made only to be broken, both the
MahGrdji snd Fateh Khén determining to trick each
othor st the first opportunity; but it was necessary for
the moament, ns neither dared to march through the
hills Jeaving n hostile army behind him. Genersl
Mokham Chand wos placed in chargs of the Sikh
fared, which was to receive a third part of the
Kashmir plunder, and he marched with Fateh Khén
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from Jehdnm:  When, bowever, the latter had reached
the Pir Panjil range, Fateh Khin, thinking that
emough had been done to secure the Mahfrjf’s
neutrality, pressed on by double marches with ‘his
hardy mountain troops, without giving Mokham
(’hand any notice of his intentions; while the Sikhs,
nevir of modh use in the hifls, were unable to move
awing to u beavy fll of suow. The Diwén saw Lhe
design of Fateh Khiin, bt he was not diseoncerted.
Hi promised the Rajdori chief n jogir of Re. 25,000
if he wonld sliow him & poss by which ho might reach
the valley at the same time as Fateh Khan, whicl he
sontrived to do with a handful of troops under Jodh
Singh Kalsin and Nihdl Singh Atifri. He was thus
present at the captore of Shergarh and Hari Parbat
and the reduction of the valley, which was o work of
no diffieulty, for the governor bad fed and Jittle
vesiutanes was offored ; but his foroe was too small to
e of mueh account, and Fateh Khin declared that
the Bikhs were not entitlod to their share of the spoil.

Shgh Shujé, the ex-king of Kdbul, who had been
detained s prisoper in Kashmir, waz made over to
Diwiin Mokhsm Chand, and hrought by him to Lahore,
where the Mabérijd, much asnnoved to henr that
Wazir Fatelh Ehdn refused to shure the plunder,
determined on revenge, He opened negotiations with
Jahénddd Khin, brother of the lste governor of
Kashmir, who hald the fort of Attook commanding
the passage of the Indus, snd induced him to
sirvender it to & SBikh fores, It was now Fateh
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Khén's torn to be angry, and he demsnded the
restoralion of the fort, but Ranjit Singh refused until
ho hould receive his sharo of the Knshmir plunden
Fateh Ebén, in April 1813, scb out from Kashmir.
loaving his byotlier, Azim Khén, behind as governor,
and mvisted Attock. A velioving forcs was hurried
ap from Labore, and Mokham Ohand was again in
chisf command, For lung the armies luy opposite
each other, the Sikhs suffering somewbat in the
froquent skirmishes and wfraid to fores & poneral
engapomont, UL the garrison of ths fort had  ex-
hausted its wapplies, and it was neeossary to’ relieve
it or abandon it altogethior. The Diwén then deter
mined on fighting, snd st aidars, s few miles from
Aulock, he drow up his fore in order of battle

It was openad by u brillisnt cavalry eliarge lod by
Dost. Mubnmmad Khfin, sfterwards the ocolebrated
ruler of Kébal, which broke the Sikh line.  Ons Sikh
wing was thrown into eomplete disorder, and lost
some guns.  The Afghéng, thinking the vietory won,
tispursed to plmder, when the Diwdn lsd up his
reserves in person and drove hack the enemy b all
points with great loss. Fateh Khin had alrandy
fed, belioving Dost Muhammad to be slain, and the
Afghin army retired upon Kdbul, whenes ths Wasir
led an expedition against Herit to endeavour to
recover the roputation he had lost before Attosk. + This
action of Haidnru was fought on the 153th July, 1813,
mdmhh&ﬂmtﬁmuﬂutﬂmﬁnhirﬁjihndmﬂthe
Afghine in » pitched bLuttle. 1t had important
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far-renching results. Hut the confidence which it gave
to the Sikhs did not save them from a disssirous
defeat the lollowing year, when the Mah&rdjd, be-
lioving that, with Fateh Kbin absent and the Afghéns
demornlisad, he wight svize Keshmir as an easy prey,
massed an army st Sidlkot on the plains below
Jummu and prepared to march oo the valley. Diwin
Mokham Chand, the great genersl, was ill, snd indeed
died & fow months later. He had strongly dissuaded
the Malidriji from the undertaking, arging that the
time was inoppertuns, the Lill Rijis hostile, and the
commissariat and trausport insuflicient. But the
Mahirijh would listen to no advies. He took charge
of one division himself, sod enirusted snother to
Diwén Rim Dyl s gallant young man, & grandson of
Mokham Cland, who had already won his spurs in
poveral engagements. R&j4 Agor Khin of Rajfori,
where the army first halted, gove the Mahérijé the
wdviee o ‘divide hin force, one half under himself
to proceed by way of Punch, and the othor onder
Réim Dyal by the Babramgalla routs.  The plan, which
may have ben neccssary from the difficultios of
transport on hill roads, had the unfortunate result
that the one division coald not render any assistancy
to the other, and thet an sctive enemy could destroy
both in detail, This was dove by the governor of
Kashmir, Ha attacked Rim Dydl with his whole fores
s the Sikhs, thoronghly axhausted by w fatiguing
march, descended from the Pir Panjél pass into the
villey. Rém Dydl fought well, but wes overpowered
N
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by mumbers, and Jost & largs nomber of men. He
contrived, howevor, to fight his way to a strong
position in the valley, and waited for reinforcements,
which the Mabirfji sont him under Bhaya Bém
Singl; an unenterprising offieer, who failed Wb relisvo
bim, aud returned to the Mabfrgjd.  Ranjit; finding
that wn advance was impracticable in presencs of
bhn superior sud vielorious foree of the enemy, deter-
ined to retrent.  The bill Rijas rose behind him;
henvy rain furned the streams into torronts nad
munde the rond bupaesable anid it was only sfter greal
diffionlsy und heavy los that Ranjit Singh fought his
way out of the hills and reachod Lahore. Rém Dyl
left to hin own resources, bobaved so gallantly that
Azim Ehdn was compelled to come tw torms with the
enemy he could not ponibilate, and gave him & sifs
sondugt to the Punjab., |

This was u disastrous expedition, and the Mahérijd's
generlabip was much st fault.  But his perseyeranse
wis more remarkalble than his strategios! ahility, and
the nuxt yesr he was on the wateh for another oppor-
tunity to seien Kashmir, This did not ab once arrive,
for Wasir Foteh Ehdn returned fron Herdt and Kabaul
gnd joined his brother Azim, the governor, aud the
two uniied were too strong to attack. Ranjit Singlh
wis, howovar, able o avenge himsell on the Rajfori
R&j4 for his treachery, and burnt his palaco and town.
The opportunity eame in 1819, whon the Malifirdja,
taking advantage of the alwencs of the governor, sent
& strong fores into Kashinir nodor the oommand of
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Misr Diwfin Chand, who had the year before taken
Miltén, while Rém Dyil commanded the rear division.

" This last was provented from marching by hsavy min,
and had no share in the fighting. But little resistance
was made, Zabar Khiin, the locwm lenens, took to
tlight, and the provines of Kashmir was annexed by
Ranjit Singh to his dominions ; Moti Rm, the son of
Diwén Mekham Chand and father of Rém Dyl being
the Hisk governor.

The history of the provinee from this time until ite
grand by the Enplish to B4 Gulil Singh  differs
little from that of other Sikh distriets excopt that,
being far removed from Lahore; the governors werp
able to fleces the people with more than the usual
impunity. Sometimes the oppression they exersised
was &0 intolerable that insurrection, the popular reply
to officin] tyranny, warmned the Mahdrdjé that it was
time to replace an obnaxious lisutensut by one less
rapaciows.  The Diwins Moti Rim sand his youngest
son Kirpa Bim were, on the whels, the best governors
that the valley had in these bard days, and their rule,
with two brenks, lasted till 1831, The former was
an indolent man who did not trouble himsall much
nbout mdnadnistration, but he was kind-hearted and
liked by the people. When his eldest son Ram Dyil
was killed in Hasfirs in 1820, he resigned the sppaint-
ment aod wished to retire to Benaves; amd the Mahs-
rijih seut as his successor the fighting Sirdir Hari
Singh Nalwa. But his ideas of government were so
primitive that the Kashmiris revolted: and it was

X2
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neocssary to send back Diwdn Moti Rém, who
remained in charge 61l 1826, when the family fall
into disgrace owing to the sinister influence of Riji
Dhyin Singh, and Diwén Chini Ldl. » man of no
socount, took his place for a year and a half. Then
Diwdn Kirps Rém beenms governor. He wae in-
telligent, with unuosual idess of magmificonce for a
man of the trader class, and besulified the espital
with many fine buildings and pleasure grounds. The
Rimbagh garden at Srinagar, where stands Mahdrijd
Uulb Singh's twonuwent, was laid out by him.

In 1828 Bashuir suffered touch from earthqunkes;
many pablic and private boildings were destroyed.
with great loss of lifo. After the earthquake csme
the cholers, a worse epidemic than that which had
mavaged the provinee in the time of Moti Rim: In
1831, Kirpa Rim again incurred the enmity of R4ja
Dhydn Singh. He had given protection to Raj& Faiz
Talab Khén of Bhimbar, whom hoth the Dogrs
Bjés hated and wisheid Lo cspture; while Kirpa
Rém resolutaly refused to give him up. He was re-
called from Kashmir, and soon sfterwards left the
Puanjub for Benares: to join his faiber. His family
for three generationd bad done good and brillisnt
servics for the Mahdrkjg, but this did oot save them
from the ingratitude of their master, who cared
nothing for men whose work was done, or who had
become ebnoxious to u new favourite. This nbsolute
selfishness of Ranjit Singh, and the shameful manner
in which be ignored fuithful servies were the most
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unpluasing features in his character, Diwiin Mokham
Chanl, the foundsr of the Diwdin fmily, was his hest
and most smocessinl goneral, wod it was in grest
measure owing to his military ability that the
Mahdrajs established himsell as sole roler of the
Punjab. But this did not save his son Moti Rém ar
his grandson Kirpa Rim from constant slights, fines,
confisestion and eventual ruin.

The conquest of Kdngm with the surrounding hill
distriets lnd boen eompleted by the Mahdrdjs in
1860, and was signalised by ons of his usual sots of
treschery. Rajé Sansar Chand Katoeh was the head
of the noblest Hijput house, and was gonerally
respected for his abilities as much as for bis ancient
family, During the lust quarter of the eighteenth
century, when everything was in ecanfusion, he ex-
tended his role over all the neighbouring R&jput
States, and successfully withstood many eombinations
minde against him.  In 1784, he obtained from Sindér
Jui Singh Kanheya the famons Kngra fort, s place
impregnable by the arms and artillery of thoss times,
and the possession of which gave the control of the
neighbouring country. The Muahirdjf bad long de-
termined to oust him from this point of vaniage, and
the opportonity eame when the Girkhas, on the
invitation of the Kehlor Rajs, Malidn Bingh, invaded
Kiingra and invested the fortresd. The siege was pro-
tracted for vears and Sansar Chand might at last
hiave wearied out his persistent enemy, had ho not, in
an pvil hour, wuked for the assistance of Ranjit Singh,
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who intrigued with both sided and gnine] possession
of the foriress by pretending to be a rolief sent by
the Nipalese genersl, Amar Singh Thappa. Ones
insids, lie laughed at both Réjputs and Girkhas, nnd
held it for himsalf The ruse was brillisot and
worthy of guch admiration as history gives to sue-
ooealul brenchory,

It was not till many years nfterwards that the
Mahfirijd Ranjit nnuexed the whole of the Kéngra
States and added it to his own dominions, The great
Riji Sanwar Chand had died, and his son. Anrodh
Chand, wns the tributary chief in bis room, when
ligj6 Dhyén Bingh, the Mahrijf's evil genins, ever
auxiows to justify his claim to posc as the legitimat
reprosentative of the ancient Louse of Jummu, per-
sutded his magter to demand the hand of one of
Anrodh Chand's sisters for his son, Hira Bingh, a
handsome: hoy who had becoms a groat favourite at
court. The prowl Réjput who, from the heights of
his Katoch ancestry, looked down upen the Dogra
Réjés as upstarts, refused tho allianes, gnd fed from
Lahore with his Mmwily scross the Sutlej to Britiah
protection,  The Mahgriji, furions st the rdbudl,
forthwith confiseated nll his ostates, and the following
yoar, 1829 desiring bo humiliste the Réjput prince.
he himself married two of the ilegitimute half-sistors
of Anrodh Chand. ene of whow died before Ranjit
Bingh, and the other beeams Suff st his death, -

The eonyuest by the Mahfirijd of Peshfwar snd
the kil eountry of Hasfirs, whicl was s diffeuli and
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lengthy operation, costing bim mmeh in money,
officers, anil troops, mmst lw briefly noticsd, togethur
with the reduetion of the Muliamumdan teifies of the
Punjah, who were quite 88 fond of fighting and sa,
gullant soldivrs s the Silhs thomeelvea.  What they
did nat possess was the power of orgmmization snid
combination, for which tho Mahérdji was a0 con-
spicuots, and which endbled him to subdoe sepnrately
trihes which united might have snecesslilly nsisted
him. Thero was no Mussulman of genius to gather
togetlier his eo-religionists under the green flag of
the Prophet, anil to found, inthe Northern Punjaly, &
Mubammadan kingdom to rival and conntorbuinnee the
Sikh motarehy of Lahare, A fow Innntics Jike Syadl
Almad Shiih, at the head of heterogeneons assemblios
of moumtain warriors, gave ab times an infinity of
troubile, and preached o holy war against Sikhs anid
mfidels; bat their fieres muthtsinsm bumed oot o
qui'dﬂ}' as’ gtraw, and they could only deésiroy nnd
nob build ap.  The vietory rested, s it was bound (o
rest, with the slow-witted, strong snd stubbarn Sikhs,
fdireoted by the persistence of their great Mahdrsjs,
slow, and sure, pnd irredistible as the rising tide

This sketeh of the Bikhe mnd their master weuld
give to Englinh readers s vory false idea of the
Punjal if it allowad tham W conveive it as a province
ehiefly inhnbited by a Hindu population among
which the unorthedox seot founded by Govind Singh
rose to kuddin and exeeptionnl importance. The
Punjab ie to-day. snd was in Hanjit Singl's time,
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wlmpst equally dividod botweon Hindos and Moham-
madans.  In the Inrge towne of the south snd eentral
districts there ia a conmidershle Mussulman elemant,
but, generally, it may be said that the distriots east
of the Chendb river are Hindu, and those to the
wist are Mubammadan.  As we approseh the North-
West frontier and the mountain ranges, the peroentinge
of Hindu residents continually diminishes, until, in
tha frontier districts, the population is shnost en-
tirely Muhammuadan, thy excoptions being the traders
and money-landers who are almost alwiys Hinduos,
and who flourish even in the fanatieal cities of
Central Asia. Many of the Mubsmmadan teilies are of
greab impartanes and antiguity, snd spocial mention
may be made of the Ghakkars, Jodrabs, Janjonhs,
Awing, Tiwfnas, Sidls, Elarmals, Khattars, Ghels
and Kokhars who inhabit the plain sountry west of
Lahore, or the broksn and billy regions betwoen the
Indus and the Chendb rivers!, Some few of thise
elaim a foreign descent ; the Ghakkars from Parsin:
the Awdns from Afghinistin or from the Bastrisn
Greeks ; bot it is doubtful whether this signifiss more
ﬂllnm.ﬂ.j be affiomed of all the Aryan moes of India
who were the produet of sucoessive waves of forvign
conguest.  Little is to be found in the reenrds of these
tribes 10 show that their antecedents differ in any
important particular from the Rijpuls or the Jéta.
They ars, in as trun and eomplate stnge, ohilidren of

' The detslliel Nlstiry of thesn tribes Is given fn (i Tty
Shisfe, pp: Sow lu Bob:
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the xoil, autoohthones, ws-any of the Hindu tribes,
wnil thefr early sdborenon to the erced of Tslim hns
rathier served to stareotype their mpial peculiarities
than to ohange or impair them. The close cannee-
tion hetween many of these tribes is well known
The Tiwnas, Sidls, Ghebas and the Daundpiims of
Babfiwalpur haveall descended from s common anees-
tor, although the Intter auuse themnolves by tracing
brok their lineage to Abbfs, the uncls of the Prophet
Mubsammad. But these. with most of the ancient
tribes of the Punjal, are of Rajput descent. It seema
probable that three important Réjput invazions
acenrred in the Punjab. The first was sutecedent to
all historical records, perhaps not Inter than 25cc
years B,0, nnd the princes of Katoch and Chambn aud
the Jilandhar hills, wliose ancestors roled over the
Béri and Rechina Dodbs, are its living representatives,
 The seoond immigration was n thousand yedrs later,
whety Ujsmids, the son of the founder of Hastinapur,
Jod hie Yadu Réjputs to the north of the Jelilam and
founded a dynosty which ruled the eountry ‘from
Réwal Pindi to Miltin, Lastly eame the emigrations
from the south, extending over a long series of
yenrs, from the tenth to the fifiesnth conturies of the
(hristian era, when Réjputs of many and various
ropes oame to the Punjab, the descendanta of whom
are e Jite Tiwdnas, Sidls, Ohebas; Kokhars and
many well-known tribes.

The Punjibi Mubsmmadans form s very important
part of the siative army of Indin.  Althongh I have



201 RANGIT SINGH

waid thiat the Sikhs, taking them all round, in pesco
anid in war, in the demomlising guiet of eantowment life
or in the fierce delights of & eampaign, are the finest
military materinl in Indin, vet the Punjihi Mulmmims-
dan is not far behind,  In battle his wild enthnsiasm
ia perhaps more irresistiblo, and his bravery and
love of fighting are equally groat. Bub his steadiness
in the faso of insction, reverse, or dafoat is not eqtind
to that of the Sikh, nor is be so content to serve on
garrison duly, in peacefnl mes, fur fom his nadive
land. He i viot o niversally ueefol as the Sikh;
so unemotional, so ready to tales the good and the evil
of military servioe with an el mind. But he s a
splendid fighter, and the Tiwhnas, Sifls, and Miltinis
gainod muel distinetion both in 1849 and 1857 Huhting
on the side of the English,

The Mahirdji first attecked and subdued those
tritv which wers in the near neighbourhood of
Lahore, First eame the Kharrals, who held some 40
villnges about Shaikhopurs and Jhang, a turbulent
and thievich race, ever impatient of eonteal. More
fanstical than other Muhsmmadan tribes, they sul-
mitbed with the greatest reluctance to Hindu rule
ondl it was as moch wa Diwiin Siwan Mall and the
Siklis could do to restrsin them, for whenever an
orgunized forne wis sent ngainst them: they rotreated
into the marshes und thick junvles, where I was
impossible to follow them. The Mahérijé snnexed
thetr conntry o (803, and then torned to their
neighbours, the Bidly, who inhabited the tract sboul
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Jhang. Leish and Chuniot, He exacted a vansom of
& 6ocoo n year from Ahmmd Khén, the chief, and
thres years later seized the country, farming it to
Sirlar Fateh Singh Kdlianwals, The Tiwdnns were
too sirong to be openly attacked at this time,
though, in this samo exmpaign of 1803, the Mahfrijs
trewcheronaly entrapped Khéin Beg Khin, ono of the
trilwl ehiefs, and made im over to his brother, who
put him fo desth, Ranjit Singh taking a lakh of
rupees aa the price of bhlood. It was not Hll 1817
that s seriously attacked the Tiwinn chief at Niirpnr
and took the fort ; and though Almad Yir Khén, the
then ohief, rognined his territory, it was only for
a ghort time, and with the aid of the Nawib of
Mankerf, n rival and cnemy, he was compelled to
make final submission to Ranjit Singh. An appor-
tuniity for revenge on Niwdb Hbfiz Abmad Khin
of Mankerd soon arrived, when the Mabarijs stiacked
Lim in t¥21.  The Tiwdons joined in this expodi-
tion with enthusigsm, It was s diffioult wark, for
Mankeri was situsted in the true desert, and was
surrounded by s cordon of twelve forts, within which
no-wells had beun sunk. Bul the perseverance of the
Mahirijs, who commanded in person, overcame all the
pliysieal difficulties of the undertaking. He moved
stenddily on, sinking wells s he advaneed, and at last
invested the fort, which, after a sicge of twenty-five
days, aurrendered ; the Nowib being allowed to retuin
the governorship of Dera Ismiil Khiin, & most trouble-
somn distriot, which the Sikls were anable to sontrol,
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The Tiwanay had shown so much gallastry during
this enmpaign that the Mahirdjh took fifty of thmn
to Laliore as his personal body-guard, They sre
eerfainly & most picturesque e, and 1 wall ze-
member the rival Tiwion ebiefs, Fateh Sher Khin
and Sher Muhammnd Khin, st the great Viee-rewal
Durbéir of Lovd Lawrenos in 1864, at Lihirs, ns the
most gplendidly bhandsome of all the nobles m that
historie gathering, The town of Kasiir, aliout fifty
tuiles south of Lahore, was the head-quarters of o
powsrfol Muhammadan family of Pathén origin. who
had suseessfully Lol thelr own agsinst the Sikhe
during the Iatter half of the eighteenth contury, and
who had joined the eabal against Raujit Singh when
he obtained possdssion of Lahore in sleo. The
Maharij& attacked them several times, and, in 1807,
he marched with all his forees agninst Kastr, and
drove out Nawdll Kuthuddin, who retired to his
eatate of Mamdot au the south lank of the Sutle]
which ie still held by his descendants,

The ehivalrous tribe of Ghakkars, who played &
ronspionons part in Indian history, und ruled Knsh-
mir for many years, and had fought, not without
glory, with invading emperors, was never abls to
make moch head sgainst the Sikbe after the signal
defeat of Suldin Mukarab Khdn, in 1763, by Sirdir
Gujar Singh Blisngi under the walls of Gujrit, which
then, with u large part of the Riwal Pindi, Johlam
uord Gujrit districts; was & Ghakkar possession. Thay
were orunhed by the exactions of the Mahfe&jd's
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doputies, Budh Singh Sindhanwelia sl Raja Gulib
Siogh of Jammu, and, i 815, their last semblance
of authority was sweph awsy. Ib waa reserved for
the English Government to restore, in some degroe,
the fortunes of this aneient reec

The Awits wers o tribe too sostlersd to make
an-effective resistance to the Sikha. Their prineipal
villuge, Shimsdbdd, was destroyed by Gaperal Makham
Chand in 1813, to punish them for their involuntary
hospitality to the Kdabul army while investing Attock.

" But their hereditary holdings in Biwal Pindi; Jehlam,
and Shabpur were not interfored with, though they
had to pay tribute to the Sikh governors of the district.
The same remurk spplics to the Junjouhs, who had
a fricndly partnership with Mahén Singh, the father
af the Mabréja.

The Ohibs, an aoeient Rjput tribe, seattered
through the low hills bordering the Kéngrs, Jummu,
and Cujrft distriots, had, in great part, becoms
Muhammadan, although, in Kdngrs, they retained their
original fith. They had been often sttacked by the
PBhangl Sirddrs and also by Sirddr Mahin Singh
Sukarehakis, bul their country waz difficult and their
reduction was left to the Mahérfje himself. After
taking Gujrét from Sirdir S&hib Singh. in 1810,
Ranjit Siogh marched against Chiminn and Mangha,
the two strong forts of R&ji Umr Khin, the Chib
ehief, who was compellad to snbmit, and on his death,
& few months lster, the whole of his possessions were
confiscuted.
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The same year the Mahdrdj marched agninst Fateh
Khén, the Balueh chief of S&hiwil, n man of grest
influence, who had suceesafully withstood the Bhangi
Sirdfirs, and had won back from them many eon-
guered districts, The father of the Mabéirajé com-
pellod him to pay n small tribote, which, in 1By,
Ranjit Singh largely inerensed.  But it wee paid with
some irregularity : an exouse for annexation, which
the Mabérijd readily availed bimself of. In i8i10,
he murched against Fateh Khin and captured his fort
by surprise, enrrying him to Labore. whore ha was
given o sufficivnl jagic aud lived for & fow yesrs, till
tired of & life of innction ho fled from: court, and,
hunted from one ssylum to anothoer, died ut Buhfwal-
pur, in axile, in )Ezo.

Thus all the Mussulman chiefs and nobles foll, oo
by one; under the supremmey of Mabidrdja Ranjit
Singh, and by the year 1820 his power may be said
to have been consolidited and absolute throughout
the whole Funjah proper, from the Sutlej to the Indus.
To the south it was opposed by the British Pro-
tectorste, sud i the north by the Afghén rulers of
Kibul, who elaimed. by right of conquest and in
the pamo of Ahmad Shih Durdni sad Tiwdr, the
novervignty of Northern India.

The battle of Haiders has already been notised, in
which the Bikh armny defested Wasir Fateh Khin
and Dost Mohammad Khin, afterwnrds Amir, undar
the walla of Attock. Then followed the ropulse of
Diwdin Riw Dydl in Kashwir, with the dissstrous
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rotroat of the Mahirijé, and the finul subjugation
uf the provines in 181y, The work of subduing the
fiereo Mussulman tribes of Hazfra, who have o often
given trouble since the English eonguest and have
uecessitated numerous military expeditions, wes »
viry difficult matter, The Sikhs were never fond of
hill Hghting, while the Afghins and Yusafiais wre
mueli more st home in the hills than in the plein
conmntry, and their national system: of attack has heen
doveloped by the wild and mountainous natare of
the country in which they fight. The governor of
Hazfra, Sirdir Hulomn Siogh Chimni, who had been,
in t814, appointed to ihe eommand of Attock and
Hanfira, sfler ha had by o brillisot foat of arms driven
the Afghins out of the Attock fortress (which they
higd yosovered by & coup de main), wis & brave
soldier, but u ruthless administrator. His arbitrary
ways snd espevially his hanging of & wealthy and
infinential ehiof, Synd Khin, had roosed the wholn
country side, and eompelled the Mahirdjd to recall
him in 1819, und appoint Diwén Rém Dyil in his-
place,

This young snd ineautions genvral, necompanied
by Princs Shor Singh, ss nominal commander, and
Sirddr Fatoh 'Singh Alluwalln, marehed throogh
the hills ss far ss the fort of Gundgsrh, where the
tribes of Yusafzai and Swit had sssembled to oppose
themw. The Sikhs were outnumbersd, and the tribed
had gnined confidence by tuure than one vietory over
the troops of tho late governor. The fight waa kept



108 RANFIT SINGH

up the whole day till sunset, when the Sikhs, tired
out, returned to their entrenchments. Diwdn Ram
Dyal, with & small persunal eseort, was minong the
Inst to lewvo the fiold, and the enomy, seeing him
separated from the main body, nttacked him with
impetuoaity, and after wn obstinate resistance killed
him and all his followers. When the Sikhs saw that
their genoral was dend Lhey wers much disturbed,
aud the pest day retreated, buming all the villages
in their tmek. The loem of Diwdan Rém Dyl was
much felt by the army; but thire were many good
officers to tike his place, chiel of whom were Sirdir
Hari Singh Nalwa and Budh Singh Sindbanwalin, the
Mubdrdji's cousin,  Howas sucoseided in the govermor-
ship of Hasér by ons of the Majithin Sirddrs, Amar
Singh, who was not wore fortunate than Rim Dy#l,
and waos killed by the Dhfind and Tarin tribes in
precisely. the swme manner, being surprised with his
ssvort whils resting after & sharp smgugement.

The sity and provines of Feahfwar beeame tributary
bo the Mahdrijd in 1813, It was then Leld for the
Afghin monsrch by Yir Mulsmmad Khin, whose
brother, Mohnmmad Azim Klidn, lisd suseeeded Fateh
Khfin ne the nominal minister but virtual mier of
Edbul and Northern Afghdnistin. The lstter, dis-
pleased with his brother, the governar of Peshwar,
lor making terms of {riendly and subordinate allinnes
with the Mahirdjd, marched with n strong foree from
Ribul, and, raising the wild Yosafsai tribes in s
jibdd sguinst the Sikhs, met them' in battle st
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Therd, near Naashera, halfway hotwoen Attock and
Peshiiwnr. Tt was & critieal contest, und decided,
ones fur all, whether Sikhs or Afghéns should rule
east of the Khdibar and the mountaing of the
North-West froutier. The Mshirdjé commanded in
person en the left bank of the K#bul river, whore
the Yusafeis were posted, The Akdlis the Sikh
fannties. and the CGhizia the devotees of Islim, met
in fair fight, which resulted in the repulse of the
tormer with the los of their much-feared leader,
Pligls Singh.  But: the Mahiréjé repulsed the bribes-
mon s whils, on the other sids of the river, Sirdér
Harl Singh Nalws, commanding the main body of
the Sikh army. with General Ventura, Jamaddr
Khushhél Singh, and Sirdér Budh Singh Sindhan.
walia, opposed the Afghéns noder Mulwmmad Azim
Khiin, who did nob make mueh of u stand, but re-
tired upon Peshfwar amd thenes through the passes,
while the Mahérdjs ocoupied and plundered the
cify. Ho then retived, loaving Yér Muhammad
Khén ss govenior, subject to payment of an annuml
inibute.

From this time enwurds, Hazim, Peshdwar and the
(routisr distrists wero & constant source of trouble
und expense to the Mahérijs, and in froquent conflicts
with the Béraksfi chiefs and the untamsble and
(anstieal tribes he lost many of his best officors and
troops. The long und monotonons record of frontier
fights eun find no place in this brief sketeh. The
situstion was aggravated Dby the appearance of

L
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religious luader, Syad Ahmad Shih, & Mubsmmadan
of Nusivabdd, in the North-Westarn Proviness, who
with the righteous purpose of defending his creed
and eo-religionisty agninst Sikh sttack, smigrated to
the Peshiwar hill country and preached a jihdd or
holy wnr against the infidels. This mun was the
lomnder of the seel of Indiun Walidbis, who have st
differont times given muosh trouble to the Indian
Government, thongh many of thein are o loyal, lsw-
ahiding people, distinguished from other Mohammadans
by a simplor and purer worship. Others, a fiercs,
fanatieal and seditioun body, have always been in
upposition to the Government, and in times of troublo
have tried to stir up hetred and disffection. But
while a jifidd ngainst the British Government, which
gives more nhsoluts religious liberty to Mulsmmaduns
than is enjoyed in auy Mussulmen sountry, has ususlly
been: recognised by Indian Mubsomadans as illagsl, &
Jihdd wpsinst the Sikhs, in 1523, wna a very different
mutter, During the time of their supremnoy the Mu-
bammadans had persecatsd the Sikha and killed dheir
propbota and defiled their tenples, and now the duy of
vengeatice had come and the men of sl wero rolled
n the dust by the triumphbant followers of Govind
Singh.

Sirdér Harl Singh Nalws had been appointed
governor of Hazim and his harsh conduct snd
hatred of Muhammadans wss always esusing fanatieal
outhreaks. In 1824, thore was an insurrestion in Dyé-
band {Darband), aud tho following year he wis nearly
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sverwholmed by & gathering of the Yusafeais, five
times ss numerous as the Sikh force, whom he de-
feated after s most stubborn and gallant fight. To his
ussistance Sirdér Budh Singh Sindhanwalia, s splendid
soldier, was despatched. This eonsin of the Mahdrdjd
h:dhmmnmapmt.mdﬂmj[hﬂinghmthimh
the frontier in the hope that the chances of frontior
sorvics would prevent his return to Court The
origin of his disgrace was thiz. In 1825, the Mahi-
réjk was ill st the Rémbdgh, in Amritsar, and his
physiciany bad given him up, Budh Singh, one of
the most powerful hiefs, with his reckless brothers
Attar Singh snd Lehna Singh, determined to be pre-
pured for the worst, and attempted to surprise the
fort of Govindgueh at night, rightly thinking that the
possession of this fortress would give an immense
advantage to its holder in the sernmble for territory
and power which 'would follow the desth of the
Mub&riji. He heavily bribed the officers in charge,
and forged an onder in tho Mahirdjd's nume for the
surrender to him of the foriresa; but the comman-
Jant. Jamadfr Khushhal Singh, suspected trenchéry,
and declured that he would not open the fort gates at
uight to the Mahfrdjs himself. So the plot failed;
and the Mah&riji recovering and hearing the story,
w change of air to Hasira was considered advisable
for Budh Singh. Here he did excollent serviee. A%
Akora lie fought Syad Ahmad Shih and defeated him,
but lost five hundred mon.  The next day he advaneed
to Jugirs, where he waa joined by the Dogra chiefs
03
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and the Attdri Sindirs, the whole foroe amounting to
to0o0 men with twelve guns. Their entrencliments
wire soon surrounded by the lnrge bub undisciplined
army of the Syad, composed of Kabulis, Yusafzaia
and Afghine For some days the Siklis remsined in
their entranehments, exposed to thi incessant nssaults
of the enomy, till, at langth, the supplies and putienos
of Budh Singh being exhinusted, he Ted his men agninst
tho enomy, and after a severs fight defested thom with
great slaaghter. The Syad took refuge in the Yusafzai
hills, and it was two years bofors he recovired his
strength sufficiently to nguin take the fiald,

The Mal&rdji and Harf Singh Nalwa bad both
ndvuneed to the relief of Budl Singl, but, finding their
assistance wis nol seeded, they marehiad to Peshfwnr
to punish the Afighén govarnor for the encouragement
which be had uniformly given the Syad. The eity
was pillaged, the palaes of the Bils Hissér burnt, the
mosque defiled, and many of the trees, for which the
Peshiwar walloy is famious, were sut down. The.
tribito was incrensed, and the Mahiréja earried away
with him as a hostage the son of governor Vér
Mahammad Khin.

Continual Aghting, raide and insurrcetions marked
the Sikh connection with Peshdwnr and the frontier
Wll 1833, when Shih Shujf, whose real power wns
naminal, but who still maintained the styla of king-
ship, ceded to Renjit Singh, Miltin, the Derajét und
Peshiwnr.  Bug the gift had to be taken by frmud or
force. and Prines Nao Nihdl Singh wnd Sirdér Hurt
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Singh wore sent with 8cco mwn, under profence of
domanding enhanced tribute, to seize the city. By
# tuse, pretending a wish to inspect the walls, the
Prince obtained posseasion the Bhirakzhi Sirddrs fled,
after brief rosistance, and the Sikhi oecupied the
goveted position. But the Afghne wete not ddis-
posed to sllow them to hold it without opposition.
In 1835 Amir Dot Mohammad Khifn invaded the
distriet with the intention of retaking the oity; but
Fakir Aszuddin, who was sout ahesd of the army
to delsy his advance, wis 50 guoeess(ul in his mission
thiil, Llie Sikhs arrived in grest foree, and so nearly
surrounded the Afghéns that the Amir had hastily to
robreal beyond the passes.

The veduction of the frontier was a mattar beyond
the Sikb strength. After the capiure of Peshifiwar,
Prines Nao Nibil Singh wade o military promenade
in fores throngh the distriets, burning, plondaring,
and eollenting what revenue ho could, and Diwfn
Hilim Rai the most prominent of mmbols in 184y,
was appointed governor of Fannu, Tank, Dern
Lemail Khéin, and Isikhel; but the Siklis never
obtained eny roal control of this wild strip of
country, and thuir influence coased beyond  the
range of their forts. They never collpeteld reveiue
wxoept by avmed fores, nnd every two or thret years
marched sn sy through the distriets to sweep up
thoir srrears.  This wms amusingly shown when, in
1847, after tho war, the attention of Colanel Taw-
wence, the British Resident, was colled by Kaji Dina
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Nith, the Chanesllor, to the outstunding revenues
of Tank. *There are nearly two yoarm' rovenme
unpuid,’ seid the R4j4, ‘50 it is about time ‘to sand
an mrmy.”

Sirddr Hari Singh Nalwa remained at Peshiwar
us Communder-in-Chiof, snd, in 1836, was ondired to
build s fort at Jamrid to command the entrance of
the Khfibar Pass. This work was soan finished, of
no great strength, but sufficient to overawe the
Afridis and annoy any fores marching from Kébul
The Awir was furious, and determined to take up
the challenge thus thrown before his mouutain unte-
way.

ﬁliu despatehed s foree of 7000 horee, 3000 matah-
lock men; and 18 gune from Jalilibdd under his son
Muohnmmad Akbur Khfn, three othor of his sons
sceompanying. aud being joined by wome 20000
tritesmon, they arrived in April, 1837, before Jami-
rid; then unprovisioned and garrisoned by ouly Boo
Sikhe, Harf Singh was ill with fover in Peshiwar
and made o sign, and the siege went maorrily o for
six days, when the walls were breached so that
cavalry might have charged up them. At lnst, when
‘hope was almost gone, the great general turmed out
all his gnrrison. from Peshiwar, 6oco foot, 1000
roguler eavaley, nod 3cco irregular, and marched o
the reliel.

For some days the hostilo foress lng tpposite anch
other, neither wishing to attnck. At longth Hasl
Singh Joeidod on battle.  His advance wos, ul firs=l
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jrreaistible, and the Afighfits Lroke and Hid; but
the Sikhs earried Lheir pmwuit wo far, and were
overwholmed by s ehsrge of Afghiin horse under
Sirdér Shamsuddin Khin. Hari Singh, seeing a
despernte affort eould alone retrieve the fortunes of
tho dny, rodo with his principal Sirdirs to tha front
ad Hy Lis presence and expnpli enconraged the
Qikhs to stand. The day might still have besn won,
but Hari Singh foll, mortally wousnided by two bullets
in the side and stomach; and his men, dishenrtensd.
foll baok under the walla of Jamrid and waited for
rainiorcemonis These a6 last arrived, when Lhia
witer and provisions had been exhausted; sod
nothing remsined for the besleged but to ent their
way Lhrough the enemy &s best they might. But when
the news of the Afghfn sttank first resched Lalors,
a large part of the foree which lind been nesenbled
to do haponr to the mamisge of Prince Nao Nihil
Singh, was despatehed north in all baste. The Frinee
himseli, his futhor Kharsk Singh, (Ouneral Ventura,
Jntusdfy Khushhl Singh, and all the flower of the
Sikh chivalry, formed so formidable an aréy that,
on their timely arrival at Peshiwar, the Baraksii
- Sinldrs ratsad the siege and withdrow without further
fighting to JalalAbil.

During these years of storts and stross the Mubirjé
find mainiained o strict allimnee with the British
Governmnenit, which was now, on ité own nenount,
inspired by evil sounsels, to emmmence & eourse of
interfersnce in Afghdnistin with the isteation of
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sotting aside the Lold and eapable family that hud
sz power, in favour of the most feehls and in-
eapable of all the effete Saddozi race, Tho negotis-
tiong with Laliore, the armngements with Ranjit
Singh and Shdh Shujd, the successful commensemant
of the enterpriss and the overwhelming eatastropho
of its eloss, have all hem todd in detail itlsewhime,
Heve thure i no space to dwall upon them. The
osmmpaign was eminently distastoful to the Mahdrkja,
‘who recogmised that it was underiakesn with the in-
tention of eircumseribing his power in the direetions
of Sind and Afgbinistin, as formerly it had Yeen
limited on the Sutle), But, 60 far as he wae able, he
furthured the plane of the Government as explained
to him by Sir William Maeonghten in May, 1838,
il prepared to bear bis share of the burthen of the
eampnign if only he was pormitted by his slisfs
with: whom any co-operntion with the Fnglish was
apecislly obnoxious. For the persanal influence of
the Mubdrdjd was waning; and the Janmo Rijés
Dhyéin Singh and Ouldb Singh wore all-powerful st
Lahore

In the cold westher of 838, when the British
armiy destined for the Afghfin eswpuign was son-
centrated ab Firorpnr, and the Governor-General,
Lord Anckland, was visiting the Mahirdjd in great
state st Lahore, 8 second stroke of paralysiy, eaussl
by exeesaes, suxiely and excitement, warnml Ranijit
Bingh that the time had come when he must Teave
the scene of his conquests for ever  Fron thiy flme
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till his death the Tollowing yesr be was only hall
alive, yet he still endeavoured to conduct business,
and pometimes he was mournfully earried in his
pulatiquin at o pamds of bis troops on the plain
lolow the Samman Burj of Labore. But all knew
thst the end must soon come, and each of the power-
i) Sindérs whom the fenr of their master had slone
restrained from tlying at each other's throats. pre-
pared for the struggle which wes ingvitalle on his
drvense,

On warfous occasions he had beon attended by
English doctors, Murray in 1826 and MW'Gregor after
his paralytic seizare in 1834, but he bad not found
their presoriptions of much avail, partly from the
intrmetable nature of the disenss, pactly beeauss lie
would not give up hard drinking. He alip tried
olestricity and galvanism. The visit' of the Com-
mnndor-in-Chief, Bir Heory Fane, with a number of
English officers on the oceasion of the marringe
festivition of Prinoe Nuo Nibdl Singh.in Marel, 1837,
had done the Mahfrdjd vo good; for he thought it
due to hospitality to eet an exwmple of drinking,
whiel prepared him for the second parnlytic stroke
in 1848, During his lest illness, Fakir Amizudding
who 'was his medionl adviser ns well ss his pecretary,
stbended him with the ntmost devotion, siliinistering
the medicing with his own hand sod telling B news
fram all quarters. Other famoun native practitioners
were moumoned ; but be refused Lo ses the Eoglizh
doctor whom the Govemer-General sent hitn,  But
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modicine eould oot ecore bim, even if the mwusk;
am bergris, pounded peards, sandal and wlmonids, which
formod an important part of the native pharmneopais,
did not basten the ond  He summoned to his bed.
side Prinee Kharnk Singh, his only son, mud pro-
olniméd him his heir, with Dhyin Singh e minisfer,
a trivmph which that wily fox was not destined to
enjoy for long.  Then, after having given twenty-five
lakhs of rupess in wlws to the poor sod to the prieats
of Niinkhdna, whero the firsst Gurn waa born, and to
thode of Ders Babd Niuak, where he died, the great
Maharji wus moved, ancording to Sikh snd Hindu
eustom, fram his bed to u earpet an the gromml, wherns
hie brenthed Wi last on the 27th Juns, 1834,

The six yewrs whieh followed wore n period of
storm and anarehy, in which assnssination was the
rale and the weak were ruthlessly trwopled ander
foot. The lsptimate line, Kharak Singh, the imbe-
gile, and his handsome, reeklass, vipious son, Nao
Nihal Singh, was soon extingdished in blood. Then
e the turn of the tmpostors : Mahifraji Sher Singh.
n dranken debanches, mordersd together with his
son by the fieree Sindhanwaling; and Dhulip Siugh,
the son of the dancing pirl, whose end would bhave
been us swift and bloody as Uhe others had not o
propitions fortune and the collapee of the Sikh
army allowed him a seeore refoge in the purequited
generosity of the Brtish Government.

As Ranjit Singh had sown, s0 was the harvest
Thie fathers bhad eaten sour grapes and the ehildren's
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teeth wern set on edge. The kingdom fonunded in
violence, trenchery mid Llood did nob long survive its
founder. Urested by the military and administrative
genius of one man, it erumbled into powder when the
spirit which gave it life was withdrawn; and the
inberitanes of the Khalsa passed into the hands of
the English, who will hold it against all comers if
anly they ruls with the justics, beoefeenee aml
strength which alono meke ympires enduring.
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