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FOREWORD

It was quite a common practice with the servants of the
East India Company during the eighteenth and nineteenth centu-
ries to write their memoirs or books pertaining to the contempo-
rary situation in India during their tenure of service. W. Franck-
lin's The Ficlory of the Reign of Shah-Aulym, the present Emperor of
Hindostaun, published in London in 1798 is a part of the same
practice. Francklin was a Captdin in the Fast India Company's
service and a member of the Asiatic Society.

The author was an eye-witness of the pitiable condition of
the Moghal Court, confined in its authority to the areas surroun-
ding Delhi, during the reign of Mirza Abdullah Ali Gauhar,
Shah Alam II, the shadowy Dmperor ol India from 1759 till
1794 when he had to seek the protection of East India Com-
pany. He died as a British protege in 1806.

The record of these years is a repetition of the fate of the
later Mughals who somehow survived for exactly a century and
a hall after the death of Aurangzeb in 1707.

The bock is of special value not only beeause it describes
the plight of the ill-fated, blinded Shah Alam but also because
it gives lively pen-portraits of important personages like Safdar-
jang, Shujauvddaula, Mahadji Sindhia and Begum Sumroo.

As the later Mughals have been generally ignored by stu-
dents of history, the reprint of Francklin’s Hislory of Shah-Aulum
by the Pustak Kendra, is to be welcomed. It has become increa-
singly important to study the dark period following the death of
the last great Mughal to rcconstruct the political, social and eco-
nomie situation of India in the eighteenth and nineteenth centu-
ries. For such a study the present reprint will be an excellent
source material, reliable, authentic and unprejudiced,

To retain the flavour of the original, the spellings of proper
names and places have been left unchanged.

—Edilsrs






CHAPTER 1

A Narrativa of the principal Oecurrences and Revolutions of the Court of
SHAHJEHANABAD from the Reign of MAHMUD SHAH

IN the Jast year of the reign of Mahmud Shah (A, D. 1747)
Ahmud Shah®, the king ol the Abdallees, invaded Lahoor, which
province he claimed by inheritance from Nadir Shaht, Mahmud
Shah sent a large army against him under the command of hiz son,
Ahmud Shah, attended by the vizir Cummer-o’deen Cawn, and
his son, Mohim ool Moolk, The Abdallee was worsted, and
obliged to fly to his own country. Cummer-o'deen being slain
in this war, his son, Mohim ool Moolk, was lelt Subahdar of the
province of Lahoor, and the prince returned to Shahjehanabad.
On his arrival at Panneeputt**, he reccived the news of his
father's death, and immediately caused himsell to be proclaimed
king. He conferred the vizarut on Munsur Allee Cawn, the
subahdar of Owd, who comstituted Gazooddeen Ceawn, buxey
of the empire. The new king being arrived at the city, gave
himself up to his pleasures, leaving the affairs of state to his vizir,
who ruled with absolute authority. The nobles, jealous of his
power, and displeased with his administration, formed a
conspiracy against him, and resolved to raise Intezamo Dowlatt
to the vizarut. The king, who had great cause to be offended at
the conduct of his minister towards him, joined in the design. The
vizir discovering the storm which was Drewing against him,
determined to evade it by deposing the king, He accordingly

* Ahmuod Shah Doorance, or Abdalles; Shahishahan, (or King of King).

1 By the treaty made between Madir Shab and Mahod Shal, the former was
to postest all the countries lying wezt of the river Atloe, hﬂﬁdu the revenues
of the provinees of Laboor, Guegerat, Multan, and Cabul, on the other side,
which were to be collested by the officers of the Hindastatn court.

#* Forty-two cose, or B miles, [rom Shahjchanabad.

+1 The youngeat son of Qummer-o'deen Cawn, and uncle, by the mother's  side;
to Gazooddeen Cawn,
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surrounded the palace suddenly with an armed force; but not
being able immediately to effect his attempt, Gazoodden Cawn,
who was the leader of the oppoesition, and had already levied
a considerable foree had time to come to the king's rescue, A
war rnsued, in which after various success, the vizir was at length
waorsted, and retired into the country of the Jauts, who were his
friends. Tatezam o' Dowla was now created vizir in the room of
Munsur Allee Cawn, and dreading, perhaps, the growing influ-
ence of Gazooddeen Cawn, persuaded the king to accept of the
mediation of the Jauts in favour of Munsur Allee Cawn, whe
sued for pardon. This was accordingly granted him, aad a
khillut, or dress of honour, with & shookka®, or leller voder  the
privy seal, pardoning his past offences, and confirming him in
his subaship, was sent to him from the king. Gazooddeen Cawn
resenting that the king should take such a step without his
concurence or knowledge, and at a time when he was near veap-
jng the fruits of his succcsses, exasperated at the vizir for his
ingratitude, and with the Jauts for having interfered, resolved
upon revenge, Leaving the pursuit of Munsur Allee Cawn, he
invaded the countey of the Jaws, and subdued them entirely
excepting only a strong fortress which they possessed in the
borders of the country adjacent to Acbarabad. As hc had no
artillery with him, and the place could not be taken without it,
‘unlesst by famine, Abdul Mejeed Cawn, one of his officers, was

dispatched to Shahjehanabad to request that the royal artils

lery might be sent him ; but the vizir refused to part with it, and
ghut up all the bullocks and elephants within the walls of
the palace, to prevent their being seized by force, which was
actually intended, Incensed as Gazooddeen Cawn was at thin
affront, he was not yetin asufficient capacily to resent it.—-
Malhar Row, a Marhatta chief, being at that time in the country

of thi Rajepoots, where he had beed employed in reducing their.

Rajah Jeysing, Gazooddeen Cawn invited him lo his assistance ;
which the Marhatta instantly complied with, being (besides
the advantages which must naturally accrue to the Marhatta
‘power from these divisions) strongly urged to take the part of
Gazooddeen Cawn, from the hatred which he bore to the
Jauts, who had slain his sor.  He accordingly joined Gazooddeen
Cawn with his forces ; and a solemn treaty was made between

* When sent by any of the princes, it is called Rukas.

e M
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them, Malhar Row swearing to regard Gazooddeen Cawn as
his son, and the latier to look upon the Marhatta as his father.
Everything being concerted between them, they began their
march towards the capital, and were met inthe way by the
king and vizir, who gave them battle, and weve defeated, The
conguerors proceeded to the city, whither the king and the vizir
had retived, and had shut themselves within the walls of the palace
with a few followers, their last, but poor, resource. The chief
officers of the city, whom Gazooddeen Cawn’s good fortune had
‘made his friends, readily obeyed an order from him to surround
the palace till his arrival, when he commanded the wretched
king to be deprived of his fight, and imprisoned together with
his minister. A prince of the name of Azeezooddeen, being
the next in descent of the race of Timur, was taken out of the
palace, and proclaimed king by the title of Aulumgheer the
Sceond, Gazooddeen Cawn assuming the vizarut. This happened
about the month of November 1755,

The new vizir being thoroughly established in his authority,
Malhar Row returned to his own country, leaving Junkoojee,
one of his generals, and a considerable part of his army, to
prevent fresh insurrections, and to collect the revenues assigned
as a recompence for his late services.

The king, who was raised to the throne only as an insttument
of Gazooddceen Cawn’s ambition, was kept by him in a state of
the most lavish dependence, being surrounded by the vizir's crea-
tures, and not allowed to stir out without his leave. In order to
extricate himself from such a confinement, he privately wrote to
the Abdallee, desiring him to come to his assistance, Invitations
were sent him at the same time by Munsur Allee Cawn, the Jauts,
and the Rohillas. The Abdallee readily embraced an occasion
that promised him such evident advantages. An accident happen-
ed at the same time that greatly favoured the enterprise,
Mohim ool Moolk, the subahdar of Lahoor, received a fall from
his horse in hunting, which put an end to his life. His begum,
a lady of great spirit, had interest enough amongst the chiefs of
the province to procure their nomination of her to the subahdarree
in the place of her deceased husband. ,

The affairs of the empire were in this state, when the Abdallée
invaded it. The Marhattas were masters of the greatest part of
Hindostaun ; a nominal king sat on the throne ; the administration
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was usurped by a man who derived his influence and establish-
ment entirely from a foreign power; the chiefs of the empire had
already declared their resolution of joining the invader; and
Lahoor, the key of Hindostaun, was governed by a woman,

The Abdallee having marched as far as Lahoor, summoned
the princess to surrender; and upon her refusal, besicged the
place.—After a very gallant delence, he at length became master
of the city and of the princess’s person, whom lhe treated with
great respect, bestowed the highest encomiums on her valour and
conduct, as well as on the virtues of her late hushand; and adap-
ting her formally as his daughter, confirmed her in the subahdarree.
He left however a naib with a small force at the city, and
proceeded towards Shahjehanabad. The vizir, unable to cope
with such an adversary, went out with the king and all the nobles,
and met the Abdallee at Panneeputt, rom whence he was conduct-

ed in great state to Shaljehanabad.

As soon as he had entered the city, letters were dispatched to all
the states of the empire; and the vackeels residing at the court
were all summoned to pay obedience to the King of Kings, and
to deliver a tribute suitable to the income of each several pro-
vince, All obeyed the summons excepting the Jauts, against
whom he resolved to turn his arms. Before he left the city, he
removed Gazooddeen Cawn f{rom the vizarut; and leaving the
king the choice of his own ministers, that prince constituted his
eldest son, Aallee Gowher, naib of the empire, a post equal in
power to the vizarut, but differing in the name, In respect to the
quality of the possessor,

Leaving a garrison for the defence of the city, and officers to
coliect the revenues, the Abdallee marched out against the Jauts,
who were well prepared for his reception, In two engagements
(probably not general) the Jauts had the better. Gazooddeen
Cawn, who attended the camp under a guard of Naffuckchees,
represented to the Abdallee, that if he would entrust him with the
command of the van of his army, he would answer with his life
for the success, It is not related what arguments were used to
persuade the Abdallee to accept of a proposal seemingly so
chimerical and dangerous. It is said he consented ; and Gazood-
deen Cawn leading the army, attacked the Jauts with success
equal to his promises. It is cerlain that they were entirely deleat-
ed, and obliged to shut themselves up within the walls of their
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fortress, and to sue for peace; which, upon their submission, and
the payment of a large sum of money, was granted. The
Abdallee, pleased with the bravery and conduct of Gazooddeen
Cawn, resolved to reward his services by restoring him lo the
vizarut, and wrote to the king his intention, requiring him to
comply with it. The king unwilling to displace his own son for
the sake of a man whom he hated and f[eared, remonstraled
against such a proceeding. To remonstrate was all he could do ;
but his baughty patron disdaining an appearance of opposition to
his will, immediately sent his Naffuckchees to seize and bring
before him the four sons of the king, and scizing the cullumdaun®*
from Allee Gowher, gave it to Gazooddeen Cawn,  The princes
remained with him in the hands of the Nafuckchees. About
this time news arvived, that the king of Balkh had invaded the
tevritories of the Abdallee.  This abliged him to retuen home.
Leaving therefore Nejeeb Cawn, the Rohilla, who by his re-
commendation had been appointed buxey of the Empire, with the
charge of collecting his revenues, he departed witl Lis army, and
an immense (reasure, the fruits of his great successes, He had
oo soomer passed the frontier of Hindostaun, than Gazooddeen
Cawn, who now became as absolute as belore, of his own authority
dissolved the office of collector, which the Abdalles had conferred
on Nejeely Cawn, and deprived him likewise of the buxey-gheeree,
which post he conferred on Ahmud Cawn of the Bungesh race,
Majeelh Cawn, upon this quitted the court, and retired to his
government at Seharunpore.

The three youngest sons of Aullumgheer, who were enlarged
upon the Abdallee’s departure, returned to the royal palace : but
Allee Gowhert not choosing to put himself in the power of his pro-
fessed enemy, led to Jedger, his jagheer, and raised [orees o delend
himeelf against any attempts upon his person, The vizir entreated
him, with profssions of the greatest attachment, to return; and the
king was compelled to set his hand to the same invitation ; but
without effect. At length the vizir solermnly swearing upon the
FKoran, to attempt nothing against his life and petson, he submitted
and came back to the city. A house without the walls of the
palace was allotted him for his present residence; and the vizir

#. The standish, the badye of the vizarul,
t The present Emperar.
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frequently solicited him to go and dwell in the palace with his
father and the rvest of the royal family, But the prince, knowing
that the vizir fought only to get him into his power, evaded the
snare by various pretences. This artifice failing, the vizir had
recourse to violence, and one morning by day break the prince
suddenly found himself surrounded by an armed force. With the
few attendants and guards which were about his person he stood
upon his defence, and repulsed the fivst attacks; alter which the
assailants surrounded the palace, waiting cither [resh orders, or
succour from the vizir. The prince seeing no hopes but in llight,
foumd means to gain over Mehdee Coollee Cawn, who guarded one
of the avenues to his palace; and fighting his way through the
other guards, made his escape out of the city, Ietal Row,
a Marhatta peneral, lay encamped on the opposite banks of the
river Jumna, To him the prince fled for proteclion, and was
kindly received, Fetal Row swearing by the water of the Ganges
not o betray him, or deliver him up to the vizir.

The Marhatta continued faithful to his engagements; and npt-
withstanding the repeated solicitations of the vizir, kept the prinee
in hix camp five or zix months,

At length, fearing either a rupture with the vizir, or that
he might sttemnpt to surprise the prince whilst he remained
50 near, he persuaded him to return to Jedger. The prince saw
the necessity of taking such a step, and consented. FHe was
accordingly conducted by a strong cscort from the Marhatta
in that ecountry, Here he continued a [ew months; but not
judging himsell safe in such a situation, he accepted of an
inyitation from WNejeeb Cawn, and repaired to him at Sehaun-
runpore. Nejeeb Cawn  allotted him a2 monthly income of
50,000 rupees for his expenses; and treated him with ail the
respect which his birth, and the similacity of their fortunes,
naturally demanded from him. He had not forgot the injury
which he suffered from Gazooddeen Clawn; and thought he
bad now a luvourable opportunity p resent it, He accordingly
sent letters to Seyed Oglla Cawn, Hafz Rabmut Cawn, Doondee
Cawn, and the other Rohilla chiefs, to Rajah Soorujmul, the
chief of the Jauts, and Shujaa o' Dowla, inviting them to join him
in redressing the cause of the injured prince, and [recing the
king from the tyranny of the wviziry; but the dread of the
Marhattas obliged them to decline cngaging in so dangerous
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a scheme, Frustated in his designs, and unable to maintain the
prince any longer, or to protect him against the vizir, who was
actually preparing to send a Marhatia army against him,
Mejeeh Cawn persuaded him o seek for refuge with the nabob
Shujea o' Dowla. In consequence of this advice, the prince, after
a twelve month's rosidence with Wejeeb Cawn, took leave of him
and marched with a slender train to Lucknow, He was received
by Shujaa o’ Dowla with the greatest honours, and presented with
clephants, horses, tents, and all manner of nzcessaries suitable to
his state, with a present (a nezeranna) of 3 lacks of rupses,
The power of the vizir wos too firmly established, and the
Marhatta name too formidable, to admit of the nabeb's assisting
the prince openly, unsupported as he must be by any other
power. To eatertain him at his court could answer no end,
and must neceszarily draw upon himself the resentment of the
vizir. All the service he could afford him was to support him
privately, and wait a fitter opportunity to act more publickly
in his favour, The best expedient, therefore, that immediately
oecurred, and which promised the surest success, was to attemp
the conquest of Bengal. All appearances coucurred te favon
such a design. The province of Bahar helonged to him as
the lawful Subalidar, a prescriptive right of the eldest son of
the king. Jaffer Allee Cawn, the Subahdar of Bengal, and
actual governor of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and
Orissa, had Deen raised to that dignity by the assstance of
the English, by whose influence alone he continued to
possess it, His government was generally disliked. His beha-
viour had drawn on him the hatred of the greatest part of the
country. His Jematdars, most of whom were once his equals,
could not brook the distance with which they were now
treated, and were equally obmoxious to him from the litile
respect which they put on in their bebaviour to him. The
Scapoys, a numerous rabble, were in arrears even from the
pay due to them in the time of Serajah Dowla : the Zemindars
of both provinces were ready for a revolt whenever they could
do it with safety, and had already appeared in arms against
the Naboob in that of Bahar, the revenues of which were
insufficient to delray its own current expenses. With these
ndw,rama-.g'es a more powerful argument yer concurred, which
was, the name of the prince, and the veneration which the. -
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person of the heir apparent of the empire naturally drew from the
subjects of so despotic a state; and which was now heightened
by his distress. The conquest of those provinces being
thus ensured, would facilitate the attainment of his pgrand
object, the freedom of his father, and the security of his own
right to the succession, by the acquisition of so great a
revenue, the increase of his force, and the influence this
success would give to his narie.

Everything being concerted for cffecting this enterprise, Shujaa
Dowla assisted him with a party of his own forces under the com-
mand of his kinsman, Mahmud Coolly Cawn, the Subahdar
of Allahabad. The prince solemnly swore to bestow the vizarut
upon Shujaa Dowla, whenever he came to the throne, as a
reward for his loyalty, and departed.

Towards the conclusion of the year 1758, the prince crossed
the Currumnassa®, and entered the province of Babhar; where
he was soon joined by a number of malecontents, and the
disbanded Seapoys of Jaffer Allee Cawn. The success of his flest
attempt is too well known to need a particular relation.
Repulsed in his attacks upon the city of Patna, and not daring to
stand the approach of Colonel Clive, whose name, and the
rapidity with which he marched to meet the prince, already
seemed to denounce his certain defeat, he retired with precipita-
tion back to the province of Allahabad; whither it was
deemed, in the then-unsettled situation of the Naboh’s affairs,
imprudent to follow him, as a rupture in that case must
unavoidably have ensued with Shujaa Dowla.  After this disap-
pointment, he made a proposal of throwing himself upon the
protection of the English; which was rejected. He therefore
remained at Mukkunpoor, on the horders of the province of
Allahabad, forsaken by most of his followers, and waiting,
without any determined plan, for what a better [ortune
should throw in his way.

Whilst the prince was pursuing his projects in Bengal, a storm
broke out which threatened to overwhelm his ancient friend
and protector, Nejeeb Cawn, against whom the vizir gent Junkoo-
jee, the Marhatta general, with a large force. At the same time
Dettajec Toppul, another Marhatta chief, was detached against

* A river which divides the province of Bahar from the Zemindaree of Benares,
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Lahoor, which he reduced, and drove the Abdallee’s Naib out of
the country.—Negjeeb Cawn finding himself incapable of any long
opposition against so formidable an enemy, called his old
allies, Sujaa Dowla, and the Rohilla chiefs, to bis agsistance; and
at the same time solicited the Abdallee to return; who was likewise
invited by the other leaders of the same party.

Before his allies could join him, the Marhattas had entered Ius
country.  He met them, and gained some incensiderable
advantages over them, sufficient however to gain time till he was
strengthened by the junction of his friends, who were already
on their mavch towards him, Junkoojee, fearing lest his enemies
should be too powerful for him, and hearing of the arrival of the
Abdallee at Lahoor, sent advice to the vizir of his situation,
and desired him to come to his assistance, The vizir replied, that
he was unable to obey the summons, having no forces with
him sufficient to be of any service, nor money to levy others,
Junkoojee immediately sent him five lacks, with which the
vizir now assembled his people together, and prepared to take the
ficld,

Fearing to leave the king behind him at the city, and
suspecting that he had leagued with his enemies, and intended to
restore Intezamo Dowla in his absence, he desived the king
to accompany him on the expedition, which he refused; and the
vizir in consequence resolved to rid himself at once of his fears by
putting him to death. This bloody resclution being taken, he
affected to be satisfied with the king’s excuses, marched out
of the city, and encamped a few cose beyond it; where he waited
the execution of his plot, which was effected in the’ following
manuer :

Ballabassrow, an emissary of the vizir, went to the king,
and informed him that a fakeer of great sanctity had taken
up his quarters at the tower of Feroz Shah; and partly by
persuasion, and partly by force, carried the deluded king to
see him, and in the way caused him to be murdered. The
vizit having thus accomplished his execrable design, ordered
the palace to be plundered and the sons and relations of
the deceased monarch to be stripped of all their jewels,
which were converted into money for his urgent necessities.
Mehdee Collee Cawn and Coja Bussent were left with the charge
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of the kella, or fort. The former, by the directions of his master,
took a grandson of Cambuksh, the youngest son of Aurengzeeh,
outof the palace, and proclaimed him king, by the name of
Shahjehan the Second.

The vizir now proceeded towards Junkoojee, and joined
him about the same time that Nejeeb Cawn’s Rohilla allies were
arrived to his assistance; and Nejeeh Cawn reached the borders
of Nejeeb Cawn’s country, where he met with a detachment of
Marhattas that had been sent round to cut off the supplies
of provisions coming to the Rohilla camp, and put them to
the rout, After this he proposed an accommodation between the
contending parties; and a negotiation ensued, which he contrived
to protract till the Abdallee were advanced as near as Pan-
neepult, when the vizir was obliged to march back with precipita-
tion to prevent their seizing the city; and Shuja Dowla, who
thought his presence no longer necessary, returned to his provinee,
The vizir caused a strong entrenchment to be thrown across
the road leading from Pamneeputt to Shahjehanabad, and
encamped behind it, waiting the approach of the enemy. In the
meantime Derttajee Toppul, whom the Abdallec had lately
driven from Lahoor, was detached with part of the army to
obstruct the enemy’s march, and fell in with the van, commanded
by Jehan Cawn, by whom he was attacked, and his army
routed, himself being slain in the Qight.  Jehan Cawn continued
lis march, whilst the Abdallee, quitting the direct road by
the advice of Nejeeb Cawn, turned off to the left, in order to
favour the junction of the Rohillas, who were hastening to
him through the defiles of Coonjpoora. Then passing by the
vizir, he suddenly arrived at the capital, of which he took
possession without opposition.

The vizir, intimidated by this unexpected stroke, durst not stand
the enemy, but fled to Akbarabad. The Abdallee leaving Yacoob
Allee Cawn to command in the city, and to puta stop to the
disorders committed there by his people, pursued the vizir and
cut to pieces many of the Marhattas and Mogul troops in their
fight.—T'rom Akbarabad the vizir fled to the Jauts, with whom
he bad made peace a little before the entrance of the Abdallee,
The conquering army continued the pursuit to that city, and,
taking possession of it, halted there. The vizir and Junkoojee
sent advices of the unhappy turn of their affairs to Malhar Row,
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and entreated hiin to come to their reliel ; he instantly obeyed the
summons, and marched to thew, During this tdme the Abdallee
having recruited his people, lelt Akbarabad, and advanced to-
wards the enemy, who declined coming to action, and shut them-
selves within a strong fortress belonging to the Jauts.

Notwithstanding the expected union of Malhar Row, the vizie
saw that he should still be in little capacity of withstanding the
power of the Abdallee. He, therefore, sent a wvackeel to the
Rohillas 1o desire their mediation with the Albdallee for obtaining
a peace; and il they approved of the motion, that Hafiz Rohmut
Cawn might come znd settle the conditions. The Rohillas
consented, and sent Hafiz Rahmut Cawn to the vizir. The
demands of the Abdallee were limited to two  krore* of rupees,
which the vizir consented o pay, offering to give thirty lacks upon
the spot, and assignments on the country for the remainder. At
thiz interval Malhar Rew arrived, and annulled the teaty. Both
armies therefore prepared to renew the war.,  "The vizir cantinued
in the fortress, and the Marhattas marched out to mest the
Abdallee.—NMalhar Row commuanded the van of the former Jehan
Cawn led on the latter, They met the Marhattas, were defeated,
and fled to Jeypore, a country of Rajepoots, governed by Raja
Jeysing: the vizir followed.

The season being far advanced, and the Abdallees used to a
more northern climate, being unable to sustain the severe heats
which now came on, the army returned to Annpopshehr, a place
on the borders of Nejeeb Cawn's tercitories, and not far distant
from the capital, where guarters were provided for them by
Nejeeb Gawn, on the north-east side of the Jumna, On their way
they besieged the fort of Sabitgher, and took it.

From Annoopshehr the Abdallee sent his Nasuckchees with
letters to Allee Gowher and Shuja Dowla, offering the throne
to the former, and the vizarut to the latter. They arrived
first with Shuja Dowla, who dismissed them with letters of his own
to the prince, pressing him to seize the occasion, and return to
Hindostaun,

This prince bad, notwithstanding his deleat last year, thought
himself in a capacity this to renew his attempts upon the province
of Bahar; and being invited by Camgar Cawn, the Zemindar of

¥ 'I'wo milliog sterling,
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Mey, who had lately escaped from imprisonment, and other mal-
contents, advanced as far as Sasseram, when he heard of his father’s
tragical end. He immediately caused a throne to be made, and
assumed the imperial dignity, taking upon him the nanie of Shah-
Aulum. He wrote to all the potentates of the empire, requiring
them to acknowledge his title; and sent a khillut for the vizarut
to Shuja Dowla. That Nabob accepted of the honours conferred
upon him, struck coins in the name of Shah-Aulum, and wrote
to the Abdallee and the Rohillas in behalf of the new king.

Soon after the Nessuckchees arrived at the prince’s camp with
the letters [rom the Abdallee and Shuja Dowla. He returned a
suitable answer to the former; and to the latter he replied, that
after the reduction of Bahar and Bengal, he would return to take
possession of the throne; but that he would never depart till he
had wiped off the disgrace which his honour had suffered in those
provinces.

Shuja Dowla, who waited only to learn the prince’s resolutions,
as soon as he had received his answer, left him to nprosecute his
designs on Bengal, and set out with his forces for the camp of the
Abdallee, who had sent him repeated summons to attend him.
As soon as he was near Annoopshehr, the Abdallee sent fowards
his own vizir to meet him, and bring him in state to the camp
where he was received as the vizir of the new king, and pesrented
in person with a khillut for the purpose,

Malhar Row, after his defeat, had written to Ballajee,
representing the necessity of his coming himself in person or sond-
ing a large army to retrieve the Marhatta power in Hindostaun,
Ballajee was then at war with Salabut Jung, the Subahdar of
Deccan, whom he had reduced to great distress. But upon the
news of Malhar’s ill success, he accepted of a composition from
Salabut Jung, who ceded to him a considerable part of the province
of Aurungabad; and a peace was concluded between them.

Ballajee being now at liberty to pursue the war with greater
vigor in Hindostaun, raised a vast army of 100,000 men, and
sent it under the command of his own son, Bisswassrow. His illegi-
timate brother, Shemsheer Bahader, Sedashewrow, Ibraheem Cawn
Gardee, Antajee Mankeser , Appajee, Jeyajee, and Rogojee, were
the principal men that attended Bisswassrow. They proceeded
directly to the country of the Jauts, and were met by the vizir,
Malhar, and the Jauts, on the banks of the river Beea. The river
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Jumna, which lay Dbetween the two armies, being swelled to a
great height by the rains, they were obliged on each side to remain
inactive,

During this interval Bisswassrow proposed to the Abdallee a
ptace upon the same conditions which were formerly made with
Nadir Shah. The Abdallee rejected these offers with disdain, and
on his part demanded that the Marhattas, whom he reproachfully
stiled the Zemindars of Deccan, should return to their own terri-
tories, nor advance beyond the river Nerbudda, which was to be
the boundary of their jurisdiction; that his own power should
extend as far as Pannceputt and Carnal; and that the revenue of
the empire should be collected by the officers of the crown, who
should duly pay the Marvhattas their chout; in the collection of
which the Marhattas should have no concern.  As neither side
would recede from their own conditions, the negoliations had no
other effect than to take up the time which they could not make
use of to a better advantage.

The city of Shahjehanabad was still in the hands of Yaconh
Allee Cawn, the governor left in it by the Abdallee with only 2000
men, of which about 500 were Abdallees. Bisswassrow no sconer
learnt the weak state of the garrison, than he besicged the city, of
which he soon became master, and dismissed Yacoob Allee Cawn,
without any other injury than stripping him and his people of
their effects, He was no sooner master of the eity, than lie dispos-
sessed all the officers appointed by the wvizir, and treated him
with so much neglect, that he lelt the army in disgust, and
encamped with a few followers at Carna-pahree, about two cose
from the Marhatta camp.

It i= probable that at this time they had entered into private
engagements with Shuja Dowla, to acknowledge him vizir, He
arrived shortly after at the camp of the Abdallee; who, by the
advice of the Rohillas, sent him to the Marhattas with fresh
proposals of peace; and the Jauts were desired to act as mediators.
He waz received in the character of vizir, and with marks of
friendship, by Bisswassrow ; who immediately dismissed Rajah
Dileer Sing, Gazooddeen Gawn's vackeel, from his presence and
from the camp,—Gazooddeen Cawn  being thus rejected by all
parties, and deprived of all hopes of redress, retired into the
country of the Jauls, who afforded him & subsistence.
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The particulars of the negotiation carried on by Shuja Dowla
are not well known. Two months were consumed in vavious con-
ferences, without any nearer prospect of peace. It appears,
however, that he was not altogether idle, from what passed during
this interval. Each of the powers (hat sided with the Abdallee
were guided by their own separate interests. In one thing they all
concurred, which was an universal enmity to Gazooddeen Cawn,
Besides this, Shujn Dowla had other material points in view, the
success of the cause in which he had engaged with the
prince Allee Gowher, and his own confivmation to the vizarut,
Gazooddeen Cawn was alreacly vemoved, The prince’s title was
publicly acknowledged by the Abdallee: nothing was wanting to
establish his authority but the concurrence of the Marhattas. To
obtain this seems 1o have been the business of Shuja Dowla‘s
private conferences with the Marhattas, The result was, that
Bisswassrow declared Allee Gowher king, and placed his son on the
koorsee*, as regent of the empive, during his father’s absence, One
condition on which this appointment was made, was a present of
five lacks to Bisswassrow, for which the mother of the youug prince
gave her jewels in pledge to the Marhattas. This step could not but
alarm the Abdallee, who was incensed against Shuja Dowla as the
promoter of it. Amnother circumstance which happened presently
after, served to add to his suspicion of Shuja Dowla. Coonjpoora
is a strong fortified city helonging to the Rohillas, situated
about seven days journey to the north-west of Shahjehanabad.
Abdoossummut Cawn, the Phojdar of Panneeputt, resided
here on the part of the Abdalee, and Kootub Cawn on that of the
Rohillas. The Marhattas marched against this place, intending to
besiege it, and were met by Abdoossummut Cawn, and Kootul
Cawn, who gave them battle, but were defeated, and retreated
to the city. The Marhattas, without allowing them time to recover
from the effects of their defeat, entered the place by storm,
and put the garrison and inhabitants to the sword, and became
masters of the city, wherein was found an immense booty. The
two chiefs were taken prisoners, and seat to - Bisswassrow, who
slew Abdoossummut Cawn, and imprisoned the Rohilla. The
Abdallee no sooner heard of this loss, than he flew into the

* A chair of state.
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most violent rage, The viver which was still very high preventing
him [rom attacking his enemies, he vented his resentment on
Shuja Dowla, whom he accused as a taitor and incendiary, and
commanded him to depart from his army. By the intercession of
the Rohillas, he was soon  prevailed upon to pardon and recall
him; DLut as his lidelity was stll suspected, he would not suffer
him to encamp within his lines, The Joss of a place of 50 much
consequence, and the mortilication of seeing his enemy carry on
hix successes with impunity, determined him upon immediate re-
venge, e mounted his clephant, and rode directly into the river,
resolved to discover if possible some part where it was fordable;
but the water, whevever he attempred a passage, roze higher than
the elevated trunk of the clephant. Impatient of longer delay, he
commanded hiy army to follow him, and pushing into the midst
of the stream, he swam over to the opposite bank. His troops, ani-
mated by the example of their leader, did the same, and in a
few hours the whale army was safely Janded on the other side of
the river, with very little loss, which fell chiefly w0 the share of
Shuja Dowla.

As soon as he had ranged his [orees in order, he marched
without delay to the eapital, hoping to seize it before the Mar-
hattas could arrive to its veliel; but he found it so well gavrisoned,
that, having no actillery, he was obliged to desist from the at-
tempt, and turn his attention towards Bisswassrow, who was ad-
" waneing towards him. They met, and the Marhatias were deleated,
It does not appear that this engagement was very decisive. Some
accounts even make it tecminate in favour of the Marhattas; but
this is hardly probable, From this perind nothing of consequence
happened till the beginning of January, Both armies continued
in their encampment. The Abdallee at Schaleh, our cose cast
of Panneeputt, and the Marhattas at Segher, close 1o Panneeputt.
Alout the month of December a reinforcement ol 15,000 men
joined the Abdallee, and the Marhattas received a supply of trea-
sure, said to be thirty-seven lacks, conducted by an escort of
8,000 men from Deccan. The Marhattas were now so much infe-
vior to the - Abdallee and his allies, that they durst not stir from
their camps, but kept themselves confined within a strong
entrenchment; whilst the Alidallee remained master of the country
round them, and cut off all their supplies of provisions.
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Delecl Cawn Rohilla, the Zemindar of Coonjpoora, the capital
of which still remained in possession of the Marhattas, marched
into that country, and sacked all the villages, from whence
the enemy might receive any supplies; whilst other detachments
committed the like ravages in other parts; the Marhattas
all the time lying inactive, nor daring to oppose them. They
were at length reduced to the greatest streighits; their provision was
wholly consumed, and the people and cattle daily wasting
away by famine. In this distress, which every day rendered more
deplorable, Bisswassrow assembled the chiels, and it was
unanimously resolved to trust to the desperate hazard of a
battle, rather than thus to perish by hunger. This being
determined o, the whole army marched out of the entrenchments,
and on the morning of the 14th of January advanced towards
the enemy. They were now within two cose of the camp
of the Abdallee, when he marched out to receive them., = When
both armies came in sight of each other, they cannonaded one
another till towards noon, when they came to close engagement
with their battle-axes. The fight was maintained with great
obstinacy, and various success, till towards the close of the
day, when the advantage seemed to be on  the side of the
Marhattas, who had penetrated even to the Abdallee’s camp.
At this juncture, a body of Fackeers in the service of Shuja
Dowla rushed in amongst the foremost of the Marhattas with
such intrepidity and success, as gave a turn to the battle,
The Marhattas, unable to withstand so fierce a conflict, gave
back, The assailants pursued their success, and soon after
the _l‘bl}!:_ became universal.  Many thousands of the Marhattas
were slain in the fight, and in the pursuit, which was continued
the next . day; and the rest, dispersed about the country, were
massacred  and plundered hy the Zemindars, or escaped and
joined by degrees their several commanders. Shemsheer Bahader,
and Ibraheem Cawn Gardee, with most of his people, being
on foot, were slain.  Shedashewrow, the principal officer uader
Bisswassrow, poisoned his women to prevent their falling into the
hands of the conqueror, and fled towards Narnowl in the road to
Deccan. Bisswassrow, Malhar Row, Junkojee, and other chiefs
of mnote, are. said to have heen amongst' the slain; but this is
not certain,  All accounts concur in representing the Abdallee’s
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victory as complete. Shuja Dowla, to whose bravery and
conduct the success was chiefly owing, was honoured by the
Abdallee with most signal marks of his approbation, That
monarch embraced him after the batte, stiled him in form
his son, and caused the victory to be proclaimed and
registered in his name. On the 16th of January, by the
command of the Abdallee, proper oflicers were sent by Shuja
Dowla and Nejeeb Cawn to take possession of the Marhatta Camp
at Segher, and to take an account of the plunder, which was
invaluable, consisting of the whole artillery, tents, elephants,
horses, camels, and other cattle and baggage, with a vast treasure.

Naroo Sanker, the Marhatta governor or Shahjebanabad, fled
the day after the action towards Akbarabad, with all his
effects and treasure; the latter of which must have been very
considerable, as his government had heen a continued scene of
rapine and extortion. It is said, that he was stopped in the way
by order of Soorujmul the Jaut, stripped of all his ill-gotten
wealth, and left to pursue his journey, in equal distress and terror,
to Akbarabad, The next day, a detachment sent by Shuja Dow-
la entered the city, and took possession of the place; and Jeban
Cawn, the former Subahdar, who had gained the affections of
the people by his moderate and just administration, was expected
there shortly in the same capacity. On the 16th, Mirza Bawber,
the son of Allee Gowher, rode out, attended by his court, to
visit the Abdallee, and congratulated him on his victory.

It will be proper now to take a short sketch, of the affairs of
Bengal. The prince assembled an immense army, defeated Rajah
Ramnarain, who then commanded the forces of Jaffar Ally Cawn
in Bahar ; but was soon after attacked and worsted by the young
Nabob and Major Caillaud, By the advice of Camgar Cawn,
he suddenly passed by the young Nabob, and entered the province
of Bengal by the passes of the mountains ; but was so closely
pursued, that despairing of success, he returned by the same road,
and without losing time laid close siege to Paina, which was
gallantly defended by the English garrison, till the arrival of
Captain Knox with a detachment of Europeans and Seapoys, who
relieved it. The prince immediately raised the siege and retired
to Tekarree, where he passed the rains, The young Nabob and
Major Caillaud arrived soon after, Some time was spent in the
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pursuit of Khaudim Hussein Cawn, Naib of Purnea, who had
sided with the prince. But the campaign was put an end to
sooner than was intended by the sndden death of the young
Nabob who was struck by lightning. The troops took up their
quarters in Patna. In the month of October the Nabob Jaffer
Ally Cawn resigned his government to his son-in-law Cossim Ally
Cawn, and retired to Calcutta,

After the rains the two armies again took the feld. A treaty
of peace was set on foot ; but broke off through the means of
Camgar Cawn. At length, Major Carnac, who commmanded the
English forces, marched against the prince on the 15th of Janu-
ary, and attacked and beat him, taking M, Law and the French
party prisoners. He pursued the prince very closely for some
days, .till the latter found himself so streightened, that he offered
to throw himself upon the protection of the English, which was
accepted ; and on the 8th of January he joined the English camp,
and proceeded with them to Patna.

The province of Allahabad, including the district of Corah,
estimated at the yearly revenue of twenty-two lacks of rupees,
was gssigned him in guarantee by the Company ; and, in addition,
to render his establishment splendid the British governor, in
behalf of the Company, agreed to pay into his majesty’s treasury
the annual sum of twenty-six lacks of ropees from the
revenues of Bengal,-—In return for these concessions, Shah-Aulum
directed a firmaun to be madé out, constituting the English East-
India Company perpetual Dewaun of the rich and fertile provinces
of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa, affording a revenue of three millions
sterling, ! "

“The city of Allahabad was selected for his majesty’s residence,
where he kept his court in great splendour.

The provision thus made for Shah-Aulum was certainly
ample, and the terms dictated by a spirit of consistent liberality,

Surrounded by his most faithful servants, in- the bosom of his
family, and under the generous safeguard of the British nation,
had Shah-Aulum properly appreciated his sitnation, he might no
doubt have passed the remainder of his days in tranquillity and
comfort.
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Tt would appear, however, that this prince’s djsposition and
capacity has been imperfectly understood by his contemporaries.—
The carly part of his life had been active and enterprising ; and
his conduct in extricating himself [rom the violence of Gazooddeen
exhibited a spirit of great gallantry and energy of mind, But
weak, cfféminate and ircesolute, he suflfered himself to b wholly
ruled by the will of others. Though appacently satishcd in his
exterior hehaviour, Shali-Aulum, even from the moment of his
settlement at Allahabad, sighed in sccret for the pleasures of the
capital, and was ambitious of re-ascending the throne of his
ancestors ; under this impression, he unbappily suffered limsell to
be buoyed up by the promises of the Marhatta chiels, and by the
unworthy advice of his own counsellors, who, big with the hope
of ruling with uncontalled sway, urged their sovereign o throw
off this dependence on the Lnglish, assert his own rights, and
march to Delhi.

Accordingly, after an unquiet residence of five years at
Allahabad, the emperor ventured ont an ill-judged rash experiment,
which proved a source nof incessant misfortune to himself and
family ; and which the weelul experience of twenty-six years of
anxiety, sorrow and trouble, has but too fatally demonstrated,

Not, however, to anticipate the series of events demiled in the
tollowing volume, we procced to telate the particular circums
stances that gave rise o this extracrdinary resolution of Shah-
Aulum.*

w i

#As ample deteils of the transactions, from the decease of Mahmud Shah until
1765, bave been given by. Colonel Dow end, Caplain Jonathap Scotf, the
author has d it'eligible ra treat of those events with hrevity,
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SHAH-AULUM  resides at  ALLAHABAD—NEJEEB-AL-
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SHAH-AULUM, thus eligibly situated, inthe bosom of his
family, and surrounded by some of his most faithlul servants, might
now have secured himself a safe and honourable asylum for the
remainder of his days.  But it was the misfortune of this prince
to be swayed by the counsels of designing persons, who, on the
king's return to his capital, foresaw a renewal of their own conse-
quence, and an opportunity afforded [or the gratification of their
ambitions views,

Buoyed up by the flatlering prospect of ascending the throne
of Timour, and enjoying the luxury and splendour of the capital,
Shab-Aulum was persuaded to listen to the overtures which,
about this tirne, were made him by the Marhatta nation. The
power of this nation, though slowly recovering from the effects of
the fatal defeat at Panneeputt, was sbll formidable. Their
dominions, in 1770, were bounded on the west by the country
of the Rathore Rajpoots ; and to south west, including the fertile
province of Guzerat, extended to the Indian Ocean, Their
eastern confine touched the extremity of Bahar and Cuttack
province, bounded on that side by the Scobanrecka®*, On the
north by the Chumbul, a large and majestic river which rises in
the centrical parts of the Rathore mountains, and, after traversing
some of the most fertile parts of Hindestaun, discharges itsell into
the Jumna on the confines of Binde.

Within this widely-extended cirenit were included the ancient
kingdoms of Baglana and Beejapore, acquired by the valour of
Sevajee, founder of the empire, the provinces of Berar and
Bundeleund, Malwah, Cundeish and Guzurat.

*A river which divides Bengal from the Cultack provinee,
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Poonah, a large and opulent, but unfortified city, distant 100
miles north of Bombay, is the present capital of the Marhatta
nation.

In the latter years of the reign of Shah Jehan, Sewajer, a
noble Marhatta, who drew his lineage from the ancient sovercigns
of Deccan, laid the foundation of his country's grandeur,
Through a series of bold operations, attended by the uncommon
success, he baffled every attempt of the great Aurengzeeb to depress
his power ; and, during the reign of that prince, he enlarged and
extended his territory ; and died in the plenitude of his power and
sovercign sway over sowe of the richest provinces in Deccan.*
His son and successor, Sambajee was weak and disolute; but
Rajah Sahoo, the third of the family, enjoyed a long and success-
ful reign. Under his auspices the Marhatta leaders, issuing from
their strongholds in the mountains, descended inte the plains of
Hindostaun ; and by a succession ol rapid and brilliant victaries,
overwhelmed the tottering fabric of the Mogul power, and shook
the throne of Timoor to its foundations,

On the death of Sahoo, the authority of Scrajee’s family fics
exhibited symptoms of decline. The great lords of the empire
took advantage of the situation of an infant sovereign ; and, assu-
ming an independent authority, erected the famous office of
Paishwah, or Direclor-general of the affairs of the empire;
which, in time, embraced every department of the state, and
totally eclipsed the influence of the royal family,

Bajerow Balajee, the first Paishwah, was a man of great
abilities. To the bravery of an intrepid soldier and skilful general,
he added political sagacity ; and after a long and successful
administration, had the singular good fortune to transmit his
authority unimpaired, and his influence undiminished, to his
family and descendants,

A succession of Paishwahs after Bajerow continued to direct
the affairs of the Marhatta state, unti] the middle of the present
century. During this period the representative of the royal line of
Sevajee, immured within the fortress of Sittarah, exhibited only

* In this brief detail of the Mirhalta states, the suthor has principally followed
the interesti ris of the select committes of the house of commons on the lirst
and mmnmn: tta wars. br, Orme's valuable historical fragments have alsa
been consulind occasionully,
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the pageant of a sovereign. The idle ceremony of investing each
successive Paishwah in his office, the only act of royalty which he
was permitted to exercise, served but to render him an abject of
pity and degradation in the eyes of the princes of Hindostaun.

The great Jagheerdars, or heredity landholders, among the
Marhattas, possessed on their own estates a kind of sovereign
authority ; and the terms by which they held their domains bore
striking similarity to the ancient feudal system of many countries
in Europe.

In times of war, indeed, when the public exigencies of the
state required, these chiefs were obliged not only to furnish their
quota toward the general stock, but also to appear in the ficld at
the head of their followers, to defend the great banner ol the
cmpire. When the time of that service expired, they returned to
their Jagheers what they enjoyed in prepetuity, converting the
revenues solely to their own use. Nor would they, though fre-
quently called upon by the Paishwah’s ministers, consent to any
diminution therein,

Conscious of their own strength and internal resources, these
hardy chiefs were satisfied with paying a nominal allegiance to
the commands of the Paishwah ; and as they increased in numbers
became more daring, till at length they threw off the yoke ; and
the energy and activity which the first Paishwahs had displayed
ceasing, the Jagheerdars established themselves in independence of
the court of Poonah.

This so far reduced the.influence of the Paishwah family as to
give the Marhatta nation the appearance of a great military
republic, united by general interests, but divided and distinct in
the operation of its various executive branches, in which situation
it remains to the present day. At the period now commemorating,
Madhoo Row Nerrain held the office of Paishwah at the court of
Poonah. By an early application to business, he contrived to
uphold his authority against the intrigues of his numerous cncm:es,
and to render his authority respected.

On the other hand, three powerful families in the state were
secrétly endeavouring to undermine the authority of the Paishwah,
,and erect their own on its ruin. 1. The famﬂy of Bhonselah,
' rulers of the province of Berar, which they.held in jaghire from
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Rajah Sahoo, Moodajec Bhonsulah at this time ruled over that
province, and is well known to the DBritish nation. Allied by
blood to the royal family of Sevajee, this chiel was considered
with the highest respect of the whole Marhatta nation ; and having
established his authority on a sound basis, lie is looked up to by
all parties as a proper counterpoise to the influence and overween-
ing ambition of the court of Poonah. 2, Pillagee Guicawar, or
the herdsman, whose ancestors wrested from the Mogul Furrok
Seer all the country at the foot of the Baleh Ghaut mountains,
and from Ahumudabad, the capital of Guzzerat, to the port of
Damaun on the coast of Conkan. This family (wl'lm:c jeghire
was likewise a grant from Rajah Sahoo) formed an alliance with
the British government during the second Marhatta war* 3,
Tookajec Halkar and Madhajee Sindia, who jointly shared the
Malwah province.

The Marhatta force when united might amount to 150,000
men, the major part of which being horsemen, were accustomed
to a desullory and predatory mode of warfare, enticely destitute
of science or discipline, but formidable from their numbers and
encrpetick method of attack. The Marhattas then, as already
remarked, having recovered in a great measure the shock sustained
in their late defeat, appeared ready to renew their efforts, and inter-
pose in the transactions of the court of Delhi. Three chiels of
note, Tookajee, Sindiah, and Besapee, had for some ime past
teken a favourable pusuinn with a large force to the northward of
the river Chumbul, in the vicinity of the town of Futtah Pore.
MNujesb Al Dowla, who had been placed at the head of the
administration at Delhi, continued in that situation with great
credit to himself and benefit to the state, An able politician, a
valorous soldier, and pleasant and affable in his manners and
demeanour, he gained the confidence of the Delhians, and his
influence was found sufficient to uphold the royal aothority in the
small portion of authority which it still retained. Nujeeh Al
Dowla, who was equally desirous with the king's friends for his
majesty to return to Delhi, readily entered into the views of the
Marhattas on that head. He had moreover a more forcible
argument to inspire him with that resolution. The Jauts, whe,
notwithstanding their late disaster in the loss of Scoruj Mull, their

#See reports of the select committes, oto,
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favourite chief, had made head again under his son and successor,
Jowaher Sing, and threatensd Delhi with the horrors of a siege.
In this critical situation, the minister entered into an alliance
with the Marhatta leaders, and in concert with them, invited Shah-
Aulum to return to his capital, The Marbattas who had an
army consisting of 30,000 horse, if sincere in their professions ol
melloraring the king's situation, certainly possessed the means,
totally indepcndent either of the British or any other nation in
Hindastaun, But it cannot be denied that their chief aim in
uniting with the minister, and a concurrence with the king's
inclinations, were not dictated by o generous regard Jor his
interests, but entirely with a view to their own aggrandisement,

They expected when Shal-Aulum, through their assistance,
should be established at Delhi, the whole management of afluirs
would be placed in their hands, and were determined that neither
Nujeeb Al Dowla nor any other minister should possess influence
in the state. This intention, indeed, appeared manifest through-
out the negolations ; conformably to the characteristic policy of
their nation, they instructed their agent to announce to the king
the reward they expected for their interference, in the present
critical state of affairs, and made a previous, though seccret,
stipulation [for a cession of the provinces of Corah and Allahabad
to be delivered over to them for ever.

To these demands, however exorhitant, Shah-Aulum, impaticnt
of his confinement at Allahabad, and eager (o set out on his
intended journey, yielded a ready assent.  Mujeeh Al Dowla,
when he wrote at this time to the king, vecapitulated the circum-
stances that led to the present offers of the Marhata leaders, and
earnestly presed the necessity of his speedy appearance at the
capilal. By chis step," said he, “the designs of your enemies
will be frustrated, and the rebels punished § and 1 shall have the
singular satisfaction of seeing your majesty, before I die, seated on
the throne of your illustrious ancestors, and restored to imperial
authority”s

A few days after writing the above letter, this able minister,
at an advanced age, having laboured under a complication of
disorders, expired, to the great detriment of the king's interests, and
the pencral regret of the mhabitants of Delhi, who sdll continue
to speak of his administration in terms of respectful gratitude.
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This oceurrence, however untoward, made no alleration in the
plan laid down ; on the contrary, the king appeared more eager
than belore to commence his expedition ; and notwithstanding the
salutary advice of the English government; the intreaties of the
vizir, or e remonstrances of such af his servants who were
attached to his real interests, he persisted in his design.

Previous to Shalb-Avlum’s depariure, his minister, Muneer Al
Dowlah, who had already made two journeys into Deccan to
concert measures with the Marbatia chiefs, was now for the last
time sent by the king to Caleutta to demand the approbation of
the PBritish government on his intended movement, But here he
met with a positive refusal ; convinced of the imprudence of the
step his majesty was aboutl o lake, the council strongly remons-
trated against it ; they told Muneer Al Dowlah that the king was
throwing away the substance to grasp a shadow, and sacrificing
his solid and substantial interests to the vain and idle gratification
of residing in the imperial palace ; they wavned him agatinst the
impolicy of placing confidence in the Marhattas, the very people
whaose perfidious conduct and insatiable ambition had already
proved so fatal to many of his august family. They finally prediet-
ed that the present measure was equally dapgerous and destruetive
to his real benefit, as it would undoubtedly hereafter prove
distressing to his recollection.  With these mentiments, certainly
honourable to themselves, the council of Calcuita dismissed
Muneer Al Dowlah. But though the British government declined
to sanction the king's departure from their protection, they
permitted him to retain in his service some battalions of Seapoys
which had been trained and disciplined after the European method,
having [first, however, withdrawn their own officers, With these
and other aids, particularly a large supply from the vizir, and the
exertions of the Mogul nobles, Shah-Aulum was enabled in the
spring of 1771 to assemble an army of about 16,000 men, At
his departure, Shuja Al Dowla, the vizir, presented a magnificent
paishcush, or oflering, with four lacks of rupees in specie. He
likewise, in concert with the commander in  chiel of the British
forces, accompanied his majesty to the frontiers of the Corah
provinee ; when having again renewed their solicitations to detain
the king, but without effect, they tock their leave.

On the read, intelligence was received of the death of Abmud
Ehan Bungeish, the Mawaub of Furookhabad : on which (he army
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halted, and n message was sent by the king's ministers 1o the
guardians of the infant Nawaul, Muzuffur Jung, to demand the
arrcars due as paishicush to the royal treasury lor several years.

This action, considering the unprotected state of the young
Nawaub, was considered as oppressive and unjust ; but it was
vehemently defended by the ministers, on the principle of his
majesty's want of ability to enforee his right untl the present
periad.

Hassam Al Dowlah and other noblemen had a conference with
the guardians of the young Nawaub ; al whicl it was agreed that
paishcush of four lacks of rupees should be given on the part of
Muzuffur Jung ; for which he was honoured by his majesty with
a khillut, and other marks of distinetion ; and a patent was divect-
¢d to be issued from the chancery oflice, confirming bhim Nawaub
of the district,

The periodical rains being now set in, the king ordered his army
to canton at Mabbee Gunje, a town thirty miles west of Furook-
abad, and in the high road to Delhi. At this place Anunt Row, a
Marhatta vakeel, waited the arrival of the royal army. e was
charged with the following propositions for the king's consideration:

1, That whatever balance of Chowt® was duc from the
crown to the Palshwah family since the time of Mahmud Shah,
should be faithfully discharged. That whatever plunder might
be acquired during the war should be equally divided hetween the
Marhattas and the Mogul troops.

2. That on the king's arrival at Delhi, the Marhatta leaders
should be confirmed in the possession of their respective jagheers:
and, finally, for the purpose of carrying on the war against the
Jauts and others, the sum of five lacks of rupets should be imme-
diately advanced from the king's treasury,

These proposals, at a time when his majesty was so near his
capital, caused him extreme disgust. He perceived too well the
arrogant spirit by which they were dictated ; but conscious of his
own inability to resist or evade the fullest compliance, he acquie-
sced in the demand, The vakeel was graciously received ; and a
* The Chout is the tribute imposed by the Marhattas upon every part of Hind-

oataun that eame under their authority sinee their At frouptions, 1 signilis one
fourth part of the net revenue of any stale or province.
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few days after the Nawauly Mujud Al Dowla and several of the
nobility arrived in the camp from Delhi, to visit and congratulate
his majesty on his approach. They brought with them from the
Marhatta chiefs a varicty ol costly presents ; and many soldiers of
fortune and adventurers having joined the royal standard, the
court exhilited a gay and splendid appearance,

The arvival of the Marhatta ehicli enhanced the general satis-
faction ; and on a day appointed, Sindial. Holkar, and Beesajes,
were introduced into the king's presence, and received with marks
of distinguished respect,

Lyerything being now settled, the army continued its march;
and on the 251k of December, 1771, Shah-Aulum made his eatry
into the capital with much pomp and splendour, and amidse the
acclamations of all ranks of people,



CITAPTER TII

Praceedings agninst JABITA KEHAN —The MARHATTAS refuse to
divide the Plunder—NUFUFE KHAN i hich Favour —He  quarrels
with the MARHATTAS « Hix Defoal — Pardoned -~ CGension of CORAL
angd ALLAFABAD ta the MARHATTAS —SHU YA AL DOWLA
marches  apainst  thy  MARHATTAS —MARHATTAS  rative v
DECCAN.

THE Lrst olzject to which Shab-Aulum divected hiz atlention
after a lew days repose, was the panishment of Zabita han,
son to the late minister;, Nujeeb Al Dowlah., At the time of Lis
futher’s death; this nobleman resided at Sehavrunpore, the capi-
tal of the provinee of the same name.

This province, siluated in the upper parts of the Dooab®, in
the vicinity of the Sewalick hills, in the latitude of 28-29 N,
long. 77.50. W.and about 70 miles East of Delhi, was the
jagheer bestowed upon Nejeeb Al Dowlah, as a reward for the
many services rendered by him to the state. It commences under
the Sewalick hills, and is bounded on the north by the lortress of
Ghose Ghur, east by Sakertaul on the Ganges; west by the Pur-
gannah of Seamlee; and south by the town of Meerut, The soil
is fertile and Juxurious, producing grain, sugarcane, and tobacco,
in the greatest abundance: and untl injured by the various
internal commotions which occurred during the turbulent reigns
of Aurengzeeb’s successors, it was esteemed one of the most Tertile
parts of the empire.

Zabita Khan, not egually inclined to support the royal cause
ns his father had been, deemed the confused state of the king's
affairs a fit opportunity to facilitate his own ambitious views; and
scarce had his (ather expired, when he applied himsell to raising
troops, who were chiefly Alghauns of his cwn tribe, and in for-
tifying the strongholds in his district. Among these was the post
of Sakertaul, situated [ifty miles from the capital, on the western

* The country lying helwixt tha rivers Ganges and Jumna,
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bank of the Ganges, This place was selected by Zabita Khan as
the most eligible to make an advantageous stand, He threw up
strong entrenchments; and having assembled a numerous body of
veteran Rohillas, resolved to wait the altack of the royal army,
now on the way to punish his rebellion.

The King commanded in person, and under him was the
Nawaub Mirza Nujuff Khan, who began about this time to be
noticed with marks of particular regard by his majesty, which was
the foundation of his [uture power, The Marhatta forces were sent
on as an advance guard, and the king and Nujuff Khan followed
with the remainder of the troops. :

Intelligence of the approach of the royal army being convey-
ed to Zabita Khan, he thought it better, by making a spirited
eflfort to overcomne his enemies in the field, than waiting behind
his entrenchments. He accordingly advanced a - few miles in
front of his camp, and offered batile to the king’s troops, The
contest was bloody, and for some time doubtful; the rebel chiefs,
Sadut Khan and Syud Khan, led on their troops with great
spirit; but the former being unfortunately slain by a cannon
ball, the Rohillas, dispirited at that event, began to give way.
Zabita Khan perceiving the disaster, ordered a retreat, and was
soon compelled to leave the field of battle with precipitation.
The Marhatta horse, advancing with great rapidity, commenced
the pursuit of the flying enemy on all sides, and enter-
ing camp along with the fugitives, they soon got possession of it,
which rendered their victory complete. In the camp they found
a fine park of artillery, together with an immense plunder of
money stores, and valuable effects of every kind; and the whole
of the family of Zabita Khan were made prisoners,

This first cssay augured favourably for the success of his
majesty’s arms; but the avarice exhibited by the Marhattas in the
moment of victory caused great discontents among the king’s
troops, and laid the seeds of internal discord and animosity. Not-
withstanding the stipulations already recorded, which were enter-
ed into at Nubbee Gunj, the Marhattas appropriated the greatest
part of the spoil taken on this occasion to their own use, They
sccured the whole of the treasure, amountiing to a krore of
rupees, without offering to make the smallest distribution with
their gallant collcagues, The king, incensed at this conduct,
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complained of it with warmth to the Marhatta lcaders, but
without ecffect, He found their present influence Loo greal to
be set aside, and therefore dissembled; but the Mogul nobility
nourished a secret hatred against them, which they resolved to
make manifest on the first opportunity that was afforded them,

Meanwhile the army advanced, and iook possession of Schau-
runpore, together with other strong places in the neighbourhood, so
that, excepting the fort of Ghose Ghur, the whole of the province
acknowledgd the king’s authority. The family of Zabita Khan,
who had Dbeen taken in his camp, were by order of Shah-Aulum
set at liberty, and sent with a strong escort to the fort of Ghose
Ghur, it heing an inviolable maxim throughout Hindostaun,
and in general most religiously observed, to respect the honour of
the Haram *

Having appointed a person to command in Sehaurunpore, and
settled the affairs of the province, Shah-Aulum returned with the
army to Delhi,

The conduct of the Marhatta chiefs in refusing to make a fair
distribution of the spoil acquired by the late victory, made a decp
impression on the mind of Shah-Aulum., The presence of persons
who had insulted his authority was irksome to him ; and, in order
to be released from the restraint which they imposed, he requested
them to march their forces against the Jauts, who had again
assembled in arms under the command of their chief, Rajah
Nuwil 8ing, The Marhattas obeyed the order, and departed ;
but had not been gone many days, whenthe king received authentic
information that they were in league with the rebel, Zabita Khan,
who had cajoled them into his view, and were actually on the
point of concluding a treaty with that nobleman.

Shah-Aulum, determined to make one effort to destroy their
iniquitous cabals, asked advice from Nujuff Khan. Ie proposed
to augment the Mogul army, and to raise new levies with all
possible expedition, The king, who knew his ability, and was
convineed of his attachment, relied entirely on his exertions ; and
to give proof of his confidence, he publicly bestowed on him the
office of Paymaster General of his forces.

Nujuff Khan in a shovt time assembled a considerable hody
of troops ; and to animate their zeal on the occasion, he declared

* The Haram signifies any fomales of the family, whatever may be their rank
or condition,
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it was for the sole purpose of protecting the person of his majesly
against the insolent menaces of the Marhatta chiefs.

These precautions were sulliciently justified by the conduct of
the Marhattas, who, on their arrival in the country of the Jauts, in-
stearl of prosecuting the war, were employed in setiling the terms
of a treaty with Zabita Khan. On the arrival of that chieflin their
camp, it was stipulated that, on his advancing a large sum of
moncey, they would return (o Delbi, and on their arrival, in
concert with him, insist not only on a pardon for his ollences,
hut the investiture of the office of Ameer Al Omrah*, which his
father had enjoyed. Conformably to this agreement they struck
their tents, and marched towards Delhi. When arrived in the
neighbourhood of that eity, they sent a messenger to his majesty
to require his compliance with the demands aforementioned ; but
Shah-Aulum relying on the attachment of the Mogul troops, and
the fidelity of Nujuff Khan, assumed a bolder tone, and dismissed
the messenger with a positive refusal.

Meanwhile the minister by the king’s order led out his troops
to battle, He took post near the monument of a Mahomedan
devotee without the walls of the city, opposite the gate called
Ajmere, His army was well appointed, having a nuwmerous
artillery commanded by a French officer. The Marhattas, who
outnumbered their opponents, were confident of success, and the
attack commenced with great fury on both sides, but an accident
which happened to Nujuff Khan, by the blowing up of an ammu-
nition waggon, and which caused a considerable loss among his
troops, turned the fortune of the day in favour of the enemy, and
with great difficulty the minister was enabled to draw ofl’ a part
of his army under shelter of a slight entrenchment thrown up in
haste by the French commandant of artillery, The Marhattas
disliking to attack the entrenchment, suddenly wheeled off and
attacked the gate of the city which was near them, hoping to
carry it ; but Hussam Al Dowlah, who was stationed in that place,
repulsed them with great intrepidity, till inding they could not
effect their purpose, they suddenly withdrew their a'.my, and
retired to a small distance from the city.

From the issue of the preceding day, the king saw too plainly
he could not hope to prolong the contest ; and, at a consultation
which he held with his Mogul officers, they with reluctance advised

* Chiel of the nobility, an office of the highest rank in Hindostaun.
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him to accommadate mailers with the enemy, and a negotiation
accordingly commenced. The Machattas were again invited lo
court, whether they repaired the ensuing  morning, accompanied
by Zabita Khan, who was pardoned, and moreover gratified with
a khillut, rcinstated in his government of Sehaurunpore, and
finally, appointed to the long-expccted office of Ameer Al Omrali,
It has been judged by many that these concessions so degrading to
the king, were not wholly occasioned by his inability to resist, but
partly from the intrigues of Hussam Al Dowlaly, who, though he
had behaved gallantly in the late altack, was known to be in the
interest of the Marhattas, Their triumph was now complete ; and
to establish it in the eyes of all Hindostaun, they asked and
obtained from his majesty sunnuds® for (he province of Corah and
Allahabad, which Lad by a solemn treaty already been granted to
the English,

Though Shah-Aulum acceded to this degradation with indig-
nation and disgust, rigid impartiality demands that to his own
weakness, effeminacy, and indolence, be ascribed the real causes
of his disgrace, His total want of energy in judging for himsell]
made him always a ready and easy prey to the designs of the
insolent or ambitious, Hussam Al Dowla, who had long been the
personal enemy of Nujufl Khan, took this opportunity of persecut-
ing that nobleman to the utmost. Supported by the Marhatta
chiefs, he publicly accused Nujull Khan es the sole adviser of the
late pernicious measures in effecting a breach betwixt his majesty
and his faithful adherents the Marhattas, and, that owing to his
councils, the affairs of the state had fallen into disorder ; he
insist therefore on his immediate execution. The king, though
well convinced of the attachment of Wujulf Khan, was incapable
of aflording him any protection at the present juncture; being
entirely at the disposal of the triumphant party, he would there-
fore have fallen a victim to the malice of Lis enemies, had not his
own resolute spirit rescued him,

Whea the aforementioned negotiation commenced, Nujuff
Khan, who foresaw the gathering storm, had retired prudently to
his own palace ; there, animated by a generous indignation at the
unworthy treatment he had received, he collected his friends and
dependanits around him, and these to the number of 3,000, deter-

A grant,
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mined with their lord to share his fortunes, Instigated by
Hussam Al Dowla, the Marhatta forces were ordered to assault
Nujuff Khan in his palace ; the affair began to wear a very serious
aspect, as from the known bravery of the general, he could not be
taken without a desperate resistance and much bloodshed. This,
however, was prevented by the interference of Trojakee Holkar;
admiring the intrepidity of Nujuff Khan, and ashamed of the part
his countrymen were acting, this generous chief offered his medi-
ation, which was accepted, and Nujufl' Khan directed to repair to
court in order to receive his pardon. Accordingly, still attended
by his faithful adherents, who refused to quit him, he repaired to
the imperial palace, where he was graciously received by his
majesty, honoured with a khillut, and appointed to command of
the army, For this last favour, he was indebted more to the
complexion of affairs than the inclinations of his enemies,

During the late commotions within the pravince of Delhi,
others of a very serious nature had arisen from an opposite quarter,
The Rohillas were on the eve of a memorable contest, in which
the interests of the Vizir Shuja Dowla, as likewise those of the
king, were materially involved., The Marhattas, who during the
two preceding years had committed every species of violence and
oppression, laying waste the countries through which they passed,
and insulting thé inhabitants, had, among other places, made
irruptions into the fine province of Rohilcund, and by a barbar-
ous species of warfare in destroying the produce of the country,
excited in that warlike tribe a just indignation. Not being of
themselves sufficiently numerous to resist the enemy, they applied
to the vizir for assistance, who, in concurrence with the comman-
der-in-chief of the British forces, agreed to unite and expel the
invaders, Hafiz Rehumut Khan, chief of the tribe, on this
occasion, formed a treaty with the vizir and the English, in which
he agreed, in return for the assistance offered, to pay at the end
of the war the sum of forty lacks of rupees to the vizir, In these
transactions, Shah-Aulum had secretly borne a considerable part,

_Pending the treaty, he had privately consulted with the agents of
the vizir, and had moreover informed the British government* it
was now as much his earnest desire to be rid of the thraldom in
which he was kept by the Marhattas, as he had before been

* See selecr reports, passim,
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partial to them.. He added, likewise, that every exertiou should
be made on his part to countcract their designs by cmﬁmntly
giving. intimation of their intended movements,

In consequence of thnsa_cngagcmmu, the forces of Shija Al
ania " accompanied by the English hrigades, joined the Rohilla
army, who were stationed on the frontiers.  Previous to this.event,
a-very. large Marhatta army commanded by Holkar and Bcs.qcn
bad crossed the Ganges, and lnid waste great part of (he country ;
they were however soon repulsed and driven back across the river
with the utmost precipitation. The remainder of  the Marhatta
army under Sindiah, attended by Nujufl Khan, who, as already
mentioned, had been reinstated in his appointment, now arrived,
but finding the ill success pf their associates, and observing the,
muntmanur. of the British troops, they held a .consultation upun
their future operations, Finding the situation of affairs hostile to
their views, and knowing . the king’s mind was now entirely,
csu-angcd from them, they resolved for the present to . return, to
Deccan, determined to renew their ambitious schemes as opportu-
nity should offer. Agreeably to this resolve, Sindiah and Holkar
first, and Besajee afterwards, withdrew th::n respective  Lroops,,
am:l taking the- route 1o Jypore, quitted Hm:‘id.staun _Mujull
i{hnn rr.furnud to Delhi with the Mugul tmups, : v



CHAUTER TV.

Adiisteation of NUSFUFE KEHAN—Conguest i the JAU T{.I?'aumg- -
Rupture beiwixt SHUFA AL DOWLA and the ROHILLAS —Reduction
of ROHILCUND —Description of - that Country—Death.of SHUJA
DOWLA—Account, of the OUDE Family.

THE retreat ‘of the Marlattas afforded - Shah-Aulum the
highest =atisfaction : freed from the vexations occasioned by their
insolent demeanour, he hoped he should once more be enabled 1o
mmaintain - his authority in the state, and bring lLis affairs into a
‘bettér train.—He was resolved to place his whole confidence on
Mirza Nujﬁﬂ' Khan, who in every respect was well qualified for
‘the important trust. High spirited, and an active, ¢qually a vali-
ant commander, as of courteous and obliging manners, he conci-
liated the esteem of every one ; and by his unremitting attention to
“business, he preserved ' regulavity, and restored order: throughout
‘every department: '

The king, to give public proof of his opinion” of thi§ nable-
-man's attachment, thought praper, as a preliminary step, to dismiss
his rival, Hassam Al Dowlak, from all his employments. His
majesty had loug beheld the pmd:h.r:r.mn which that ministey had
. nnmrtamed for the Marhattas, whnm interests he had ° dared
o prcft:r to those of his lawful sovereign ; and resolved to- punish
_him for his presumption.  He wag degraded from his nobility,
-all his estates confiscated to the royal treasury., His .appointents
were conferred on Nujuff Khan, who was at the same time
created Captain G:,ucral of the forces of the empire, and digni-
fied with other titles.®

The treasures taken from Hassam Al Dowla, w]ueh hnd been
‘amassed by oppressive means, afforded a fund au[ﬁmenl: to answer
the expenses of 2 war with the Jauts, who, during the late disputes

* [dir titles ot Tength weie, Khayg Sipahi Slllner:I sstnun, Rustum, Al Dm\'h.
Rustumi Hind, Zulficar Al Dowla, Mirza NujulFKhan Rehador, Ghalib Jungt—
In English thus
Leader of the armies of Hindostaun, Splendour of the State, Rustum of Tndia,
Sword ol the Empire, Mirsa Mujulf EKhan victorious in batile,’
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at court, had again made head, and were exciting fresh disturb-
ances in order to embarrass the king's goveranment,

About this time, Mujud Al Dowla, a nobleman of consider-
able eminence, was appointed to the office of Dewaun* : and
the king, to encourage his army, caused it to be signified to the
troops that the plunder acquired during the intended expedition,
should be divided amongst them.

The counlry of the Jauts, so frequently mentioned, is situated
on both sides of the river Jumnna, and comprchends a tract of
150 miles in lengthy, by about 60 in breadth. It extends from
the vicinity of Gwalior, a large tower 60 miles westward of
Agrah, to the skirts of the capital ; and contains within its limits
many strong fortresses and other helds, Towards the close of
the reign of Aurengzeeb, this singular tribe first attracted notice.
Emigrating [rom a remote spot on the banks of the Indus, in the
lower parts of the Moultan province, and accustomed to the
humble occupations of hushandry, they were allowed to settle
themselves peaceably in their present residence. In the course
of a few years becoming numerous, they ventured to attack the
caravans proceeding to Delhi with supplies for the royal army ;
and having met unexpecied success on their first attempts, at
length became so formidable as to require the presence of the
imperial troops to overawe them.

Their future progress was inconceivably rapid ; and amid
the civil wars carried on by Aurungzeeh's successors, the Jauts
found means to secure a large portion of country to themselves,
in which they built forts, and accumulated great wealth, Their
natural propensity to plunder, which accompanied them in their
-emigration, has communicated itsell to their posterity, and Lney
are still a most notorious and daring banditii.

Chura Mun, one of their first chiefs, was an intrepid soldier,
and remarkably fortunate in his encounters with imperial troops,
who were frequently compelled to retire with precipitation
before this daring tribe, In later times, Suruj Mull, who fell in
an ambuscade a few years since, was one of the most respectable
of their leaders, He, in 1756, having been dignificd with the

* Collector of the revenues,
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titlke of Rajah, or Prince, kept his court with great splendour,
But with his death their power, in a great measure, expired. His
eldest son, Nuwil Sing, who now commanded the Lribe, was not
equal to contend with the ability of Nujuff Khan ; but being a
man of great personal courags, he determined to risk the issue ;
and [or this purpose, besides augmenting his army, he had fortified
in the strongest manner the towns of Deig, Bullum Ghur, and
other places within his jurisdiction.

Zulficar Al Dowla having received his instructions from the
king, put his troops in motion, and marched towards the Jauts.
In his way he reduced several refractory Zemindars, whom the
late disturbances at court had tempted to revolt from their alle-
giance, On these he imposed heavy fines, and by this means
enriched his treasury to a considerable amount. In the mean-
time the Jaut Rajah hearing of the success of the captain general,
was fearful he might make an attack upon the fort of Deig, one
of his strongest holds, which, il successful, would undoubtedly
put au end to the war, and prove utter destruction to his affairs,
To prevent this, he resolved to hazard an action ; and, agreeably
to his determination, threw himsell in the way of the royal army.
A sharp engapement ensued; but Nujuff Khan's good fortune
prevailing, the Jaut Rajah was totally defeated, and compelled
to quit the field of battle with very few of his soldiers. He took
refuge in the fort of Deig, which he resolved to defend to the last
extremity.

The plunder of Nuwil Sing's camp, which was immense, pre-
vented an immediate pursuit : and Nujuff Khan, elate with his
victory, sent an account of it to Delhi without delay. The news
of success, so important, was received at court with the highest
satisfaction ; and rewards and honours were conferred on the
captain general and his army by the king’s express command.
He sent the general a letter of thanks, wriltea with his own hand,
and recommended a vigorous pursuit of the eoemy, which it
was hoped would bring the contest to a speedy and favourable
issue, From the field of battle, Nujuff Khan led the army to
Agrah, which place he invested on all sides ; but not having a
sufficient train of artillery, he was compelled to turn the siege
into a blockade, which, indeed, is the more general method
adopted by the armies of Hindostaun.
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“During the siege, he sent detachments to diferetit parts of the
surrounding country, by which means, several of the refractory
Zemindars were induced to* submit themselves to the  king’s
authunty

About this time, the Vizic Shuja Al Dowla, advanced inle-
the Doo Ab with a considerable army, - That prince, whose’
ambition-was great, decming the retreat of the Marhattas {'a’vour-
able to his designs, resolved Lo f\ppmpuatc some of their possess-
ions .to -his own .use. - He accordingly laid sicge to Ltawab, a
city .on the froutiers, from whence he expelled the Marhattas, and
placed a- garrison therein on his own part, From Etawah he
proceeded to Agrah, then besieged by Nujulf Khan, whom he
assisted with an increase of force, and sevcral fine cannon, which
cna.blcd the captain general to carry on the siege with vigour.
The gamson, threatened by a dearth of provisions, were, without
difficulty, persuaded to capitulate, and accordingly dehvemd up
the fort and its dependencies to Nujuff Khan, A messenger Was
immediately dispatched to the capital with the important intelli-
gence, and carried with lnm the keys of the fort to he laid at his
majesty’s feet. :

Shuja Al Dowla at the same time sent Tlluj Khan his favourite,
to'wait op the king, and, in his name, compliment him on the late
sucgesses, But that nobleman was charged with a secret commis-
sion. of a more important nature.  It-was to engage the .king’s
consent to the designs which he now meditated against the Rohillas,

_and, in the-. event of conquest, to participate with his majesty in
_sharing the country betwéen them, The jealousy with which the
wvizir had long beheld the Rohilla power, ‘and his alarm at the
extension of  their influence, so contiguous to his own dominions,
_determined him, though contrary to strict justice and sound policy,
to quarrel with that. nation; and, thata pretext might not be
‘wanting in his favour, he wged the infraction of the late, treaty,
and compleuncd loudly of the treacherous. conduct of (he Rclllllas
,in d(.]aymg payment of the stipulated sum, ;

.+ The violation of a treaty made under such clreumstances, and
by whlqh the Rohillas had certainly received material assistance
+in’ the expulsion; of the invaders of their country, cannot indeed
{bejustified by any principle of common honesty, though _at the
same time the inordinate ambition of the vizir, and his enterprising
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spirit; were grounds of alarm, sufficient to persuade the Robhilla
Sirdars to. coutteract and “curb it by any ‘means within their
pawer, -Illuj Khag, on his arrival at court, consulted with Mujud
Al Dowla on the foregoing points; and, as he brought a ];u;gf.‘
sum of money with him, he found less difficulty in succceding in
Iﬁs' object. A secret treaty was at lefigth formed, by which rthe
vizir boiind himself nat only to delray the expenses of the war,
but, at its concluzion, his majesty should participate in the distri-
but;mi of the plunder as well as a share in- the cunqu:red
Pm\unc:, ﬂr, if more agmﬂnbll:, have an l:qunl FTDPBI'EIETI of
couniry. moré contiguous to Delhi. On the part of the ].ung, he.
was [o amd the army under Nujulf Khan to the assistance of the,
vizir, who was preparing, in concert with the British forces, to take
the field. Shali-Aulum appeared to listen to their Fropmai:. w;LI:,
much complacency ; yet, as an ingenious historian® “has justly.
remarked, be did not h-:ar:ﬂy concur in the measure, being ‘averse
to eggrandising the vizir at the expense of the Rohillas, What-
ever'were his veal’ sentiments, the uaptmn-gcmral was recalled:
from Agrab, and directed to .march the army. towards Rohilcund,

and the king prepared to take the field, but indisposition, whether.
real or pretended, prevented him from aitending the army, whmh
m:t out pnder the command of Nujuff Khan. :

The memerable battle of Cuttérah,” and- the tnrmmatm‘h dff
the Rohilla war which soon'followed, are too well known tﬁmqu:m:
any ¢omment 'in theée transactions’; it may,huwcvcr gratify cirio-!
sity to take a view of the then situation, soil, climafe, and” ‘prs‘.ﬂ
ductions, of th.'ft celebrated province, - . e

‘Rokileund, “called in Sadscrit Catlair, mmprﬂhuids that tract
lying east of the Ganges, between 'the 28th and:30th degrecs of
north latjtude, and. from 76:to 80 longituds, Cominericing in®
the vicinity of Loll Dong, at the foot of the Kummow Hills) it
gxtends eastwards to the town of Pillibeet 5 oo the' notth and-west,
it is bounded by the Ganges, and to the sauth l:y I.hn dutlic:'ﬁ T
Mahomedy, in the dominions of Qude, - el L 1

The soil of, Cuttair is in general a rich black mould, mte:rm.:md
in many parts with sand and red eaith ; it.is uncommonly fertile,s
and ;‘:ap-nhlr nf the hrglu-.st cultwahu:n ahnundmg’ In.ull surr.! uﬁ-

* Capialn _]unathm Scott,
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grain, sugar-cane, and tobacco, Few countries have, in truth,
more natural advantages than this ; it is well supplied with several
large rivers, besides numerous smaller streams.  Among the first,
are the Ramgonga, and Dewah, (or Gambera, )

The Ramgonga, taking its rise between the first and second
range of mountains to the north-east, Issues forth into the plains of
Hindostaun at the Gaut of Colly ; and alter traversing the greatest
part of Rohilcund, in a south and south-westerly direction, and
fertilizing the lands, is joined in its progress by other rivers, and
finally, discharged into the Ganges in the vicinity of Kinnouj.
This majestic river, until late years imperfeetly known, is navi-
gable for seven months in the year ; its stream is broad and rapid,
and its banks are adorned with many large and populous villages.
On the eastern side, the Dewah issuing from the same mountains,
runs by the town of Pillibeet, Here are embarked the finest
Snul, Sissoo, and fir timhers, the produce of the neighbouring
forests that skirt che foot of the Kummow hills, At the city of
Shahjchanpore, the Dewah joins the Gamberah, whose name it
amumes, and after washing the towns of Sandy, Beroun, and other
places, meets the Ramgonga near its junction with the Ganges.
The smaller strcams are the Cossillah, Nahul, Byghul, Dakra,
Bukrah, Beafrah, and Yarwufadar ; these likewise contribute highly
to the cultivation of the country, and by means of reservoirs,
sluices, canals and acqueducts, disperse their waters throughout
the corn fields in every direction, but more particularly so in the
Jjagheer of the late Fyzoolah Khan,

Another property peculiar to Cuttair, is the facility with which
water is procured ; exclusive of the rivers and streams before
enumerated, the soil is such, that by digging a few feet from the
surface of the earth in any part of the country, water is procured
in abundance,

So happily situated by nature, Rohilcund has in all times
been deemed of great political importance. In the early times of
the empive, commerce flourished. The preat cities of Shahabad,
Shahjchanpore, Bareilly, Bissowlce, Bedaon, Owlah, Mooradabad
and Sumbul, formerly kept up a constant intercourse with
caravans of the north, By them were exported into Cuttair, the
products of Lahoor, Cabul, Cashmire, Candahar and Persia,
rubies, precious stones, tutencage, copper, iron, tin, lead, borax,
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drugs, Cashmerian shawls, Carmanian wool, mules, horses and
camels ; in return they received coarse clothe, sugar, grain and
tobacco,

During the reigo of the Patan Dyoasty in Hindostaun, many
princes of that family kept their courls for a series of years in
the ancient city of Bedaon. There, as in many parts of Cuttair,
are to be seen the remains of magnificent edifices, palaces, gardens,
mosqucs, colleges and mausoleums. Among the first-rate cities
of modern days are to be placed, Owlal, Bissowlee, Bareilly and
Pillibeet, which having been the residences of those Rohiila
chiels who founded a new empire in Cuttair within half a century
back, demand on this occasion particular attention.

The cily of Owlah, situated in the centre; and in anc of the
finest pars of Rohilennd, is buile on an eminence, having a
commanding view of the adjacent country. The river Nuwaub
MNuddi runs aleng the south-western side of the city,  The town
is of considerable extent, and adorned with many lLendsome
buildings, most of which are now in ruins E:mugh however
remaing to discover the former grandeur of the place, and to
regeet the fatal ravages of desteuctive ambition, On the summit
of the emingnce is the fort built of brick. Tt was erected abaut
filty years since by Ali Mahamed, founder of the Rohilla govern-
ment in Cuttair, and here he kept his court.  ‘Within the fort is
the palace of Ali Mahomed, a cathedral, and several other public
buildings. In the environs of Owlah are ruins of palaces,
gardens and mosques § the adjacent eountry is by nature beautiful,
but the total want of cultivation renders melancholy the prospect.
Owlah s sixteen miles N,W, of Bareilly, [rom Bissawlee Fnurtﬁc.n,
nnd about equal distant [iom Delhi and Pillibeet. At Bissowles
are likewise to be seen evident traces ol the former splendour of
the Rohilla government ; and it is moreover remarkable for being
the ‘buvial place of several of the family of Ali Mahomed.

Rareilly, situated on the banks of the united streams of Jooah
and Sunkra, is a large, handsome, well-buile city, Tt was the
capilal of Hafiz Rehumut, and a place of considerable trade, It
is distant from Lucknow 180 miles, and from the Ganges 120.—
Lastly, the town ol Pillibeet, This place, thirty-six l‘mlﬂ to the
north-east of Bareilly, was peenliarly selected by the ducr:mmatwe
foresight of “Hafiz Rehumat Khan, as nfgrgat importance in’ its
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commercial resources, For the encouragement of trade that
prince built. & spacious Shehr Punpah, or Pettah, which is four
miles in civeumfevence. Tt iz survounded by a briek wall, and
within the enclosure i erected a magnilicent mosque,  Admir-
ably sitvated on the banks of the Dewah, Pillibeet, during the
Rohilla government, was an emporivin of commerce, 115 staples
are Saul, Scssoo, and fir timbers, sugars, and coarse cloths | and
from the mountains of Almorah are imporied borax, pitch, drugs,
wax, and honey : of late years, however, it is melancholy 1o add,
the hand ol commeree is shrunk up, and the want of o well-regu-
lated police, the total discowragement Lo indostry, and \he vera-
tious imports levied DLy the rulers have almost annihilated its
once-profilable and Jourdshing trade,

The revenves of Cuttair are stated, in the imperial register
at Delhi, to be Gve millions sierling.  During the flonrishing times
of the empire, the face of the country will warrant the supposition,
and under the Rohilla government, who paid unremitting atten-
tion to agriculiure, the province might have yielded (hat sum.
Afler the conguest of Rohileond by Bhuja Dowla, an offer was
made to that prince o rent the province lor two millions.  Since
that period the revenues, fram a vaviety of canses, have continued
o decline ; and under the present government, the provinee of
Cuttair with diflicalty yields the sum of 36 lacks, or about
400,000 stevling.

O the inhabitants there yet vemains to speak. The
Rohillas®, who, it is well known, originally emigraied from
the mountains of Afghanistaun, about 60 years since, seuled in
Cutiair. They are a hurdy warlike race, equally capable of
arms and husbandyy. Their feudal system ol government, similar
to those ol Burope in former days, has inspived them with ideas
ol turbulence and ferocity ; at the same time they are uncommonly
paticnt under hardships, and attached to their chiefs by indissolu-
ble bonds of national affection. But withal, in common with
other - Afphauns, they are eralty, treacherous, and revengeful.
This characteristic national spiril, aided by the impetuous sallies
of a ferocious and uncivilized mind, rendersdilBeult the government
of this race. Tlence frequent revolutions, civil broils at home,
and wars abroad, have constantly marked the Rohilla government

* Consult the account of the Rohilla Afghauns, published by the Tale Copiui
Qavles Hamilton, of Bengel, i AR S
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under its diflerent rulers.  Yet has it been evinced in more ins-
tances than one, that by kind and proper treatment even this
generally-considered fevocious tribe may be rendered tractable :
that when their peculiarities and prejudices are attended w by a
wife and liberal government, they will prove not only good subjects,
but even steady and faithful alljes,

Shortly alter the batile of Cuttera, Zulfica Al Dowla joined
the vizir and the British forces.  He was received with distinetion,
and tle vizir nominated him to the Mealwut of the vizarat, an
oflice more honowrable than lucrative, but accepted by the
captain genecral with thankfulness. Shuja Dowla now thought
proper (o dismiss him ; and in ovder to attach him more to his
interesls, gave a reinforcement of his own troops.

It hias been scen that by the treaty of Delhi, Shuja Al Dowla
had agreed to share his conguests with the king, and to make an
equal division of the plunder acquired by the war. Consonant
to the spivit of this treaty, the captain general had come from
Delhi in aid of the vizir: but the behaviour of Shuja on this
occasionn. wag neither just nor henourable, Though immense
plunder had been acguired in the late battle, his avaricious spirit
prompted him to retain the whole to himsell’ ; and when urged
by the captain general to deliver up the king’s shave he peremp-
torily declined i, A eomduct, in every respect so unwarrantable
excited extreme disgust in the king's mind ; but having made
several froirless and ineffecrual endeavours o alter the vizir's
resolution, his majesty at length desisted, and Nujull Xhan was
compelled o return to Delhi,

Shuja Dowla, after settling the government of the province,
and appointing Aumils to the several disiricts, ook his leave of the
British commander in chief, and returned to Oude.  During the
remainder of that year, he emploved himeell in arranging the
affairs of the province of Furrokabad, which was tributary to him ;
but having hecn long afflicted with a violent disarder, which
now returned with accumulated violence, notwithstanding every
exertion and assistance afforded by his physician, he expired in
his palace at Fyzabad.*®

An historian,{ rvespectable for his talents; has informed the
world that the ceigning family in Oude were ohscure in their

* Tn the manth of January 1775,
T Colonel Dmw,
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origin and of low birth ; but as that inlormation, [rom accounts
procured at a later period, appears to be incorrect, we have, with
that defirence to fidelity which the impartiality of history demands,
detailed a more authentic account* of the rise of that family.

SAADUT KHAN

Sandut Khon, son of Mirza Nussar Al Deen Hyder, known
at first under the name of Meer Mahomed Ameen, was born in the
city of Nishapore, in the province of Khoravsaun, 1Me was des-
cended in a divect line [rom the Imaum Mouwsa Kasim, of the
family of Ali, esteemed in Persia as of the highest and mose noble
extraction. Towards the conclusion of the reign ol Behadur
Shah, the son and suceessor of Aurengueel, many Pevsian fmilics
of distinetion, retiving [vom the disorders and ecivil wars which
overwhelmed their native country, fought an asylum in Hindostann,
At that period Meer Mohamed Ameen, who had been bred to
arms, became desirous of signalising himsell' | and with the laud-
able hope of providing for his family, he bade adieu to his
native country, and repaired to Lahore. IHe was received into
the imperial service, and shortly alter took the name o Saacut
Bhan, By means of the friendship which he formed with
several of the principal oflicers about the court, he was
introduced to the emperor’s notice, and stood hiph in his
favour, and continued so undl his death, On the accesion af
Mahmud Shah, Saadut Khan was created a neble of the empive ;
and through the influenee of his great pateon, Sichullund Khan,
he was nominaled lo the government of Akbarabad, —Increasing
in favour, he was appointed Soobadar of Oude, and at the same
time presented with the vank of 7000 horse, and honoured with a
new patent of nobility,t During the reign of Mahmud Shah he
held with applause the highest oflices ol the state; and by his
successes in Decean, and on the frontiers of the empire, upheld
the tottering fortunes of a weak and dissoluie government,

* Tn this detail the auilior lmg principally followed a small genealogical work,
entitled Owsal Asoph, or ihe Genralogy of Asul Al Dowle, the prosent vieie,
which was procured by the [rlendship of My, Ceorge Johnstone, mbany years
resident at Luchnow,
+ His ricles at length were Boorhan AT Mooluk, Ttimmiel Al Dowle Meee Makh-
mud Ameen Ko, Behador Shoukut Jung. In Englisl thus:

Pillar of the :mﬁirc, confident Support of the State, Meer Malunud Ameen
Khan, the Glary ol War.
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But in paying this tribute to his abilities, his conduct, when
actuated by base and unworthy motives, must be equally repro-
bated, At the memorable invasion of Hindostaun by Nadir Shah,
when his country became a prey to savage ferocity and lawless
outrage, Saadut Khan, from sclfish views and a spirit of inordi-
nate ambition, excited the vengeance of the conqueror, and by
apprising himn of the immense riches to be acquired by visiting
the capital, he brought incalculable calamily upon his sovereign
and his subjects.*

He did not, however, live, as has been justly remarked, to
reap the [roits of a conduct sn treacherous, dying, shortly afier
the conqueror’s entrance into Delhi, of a cancer in his back.

SEFDAR JUNG

When Saadut Khan quitted his native country, he left hehind
bim an only sister, married to a nobleman named Jaaler Beg,
He promised at his departure, should fortune prove favourable,
to send for his family to Hindostaun, which he did accordingly,
But Jaaler Beg had died and left two sons, Abul Munsoor Khan
and Mirza Molhussun, the former better known as Sefdar Jung,
These yowhs were veceived with aflectionate regard by Saadut
Khan ; and to perpetuate the family honours, he bestowed his
only daughter in marriage to the elder brother. That princess,
the grand mother of the reigning Nuwaub, is well known to the
British nation.  After living to the great age of ninety, she expired
a lew years since at her palace in Oude. On the death of his
uncle, the young Nawanb Seldar Jung was confirmed by the king
in his government of Oude ; and on the departure of the Persian
conqueror, became a great [avourite at the court of Mahmud
Shah. Lmployed, like his predecessors, in distant parts of the
empire, his success was frequently brilliant ; and he rose gradually
to the highest honours in the state. In addition to the govern-
ment of Allababad, he was appointed to the office of Grand
Master of the Artillery ; and on the death of the celebrated Nizam
Al Mooluk, was made vizir{ of the empire, and dignified with
"* Chonsult seeond volume of Captain Scotl’s interesting History of the Successors
ol Aurengzeel:,
1.1t was nol then the son ol & Persian pediat who ruled over Oude, buf & man
ol birth and family: and whatever might have been his demerits, or palitical err-
ors, his serviess 1o his conuntry entitle him, in every unprejudiced mind, 10 an app-
ellation more honourable. '

-
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honours and titles, He died in 1756, having the character of a
daring and intrepid soldier, and csteemed by his own subjects
as a good man and upright magistrate.

SHUJA DOWLA

Shuja Dowla, son and successor of Sefdar Jung, was called in
his younger® days Mirza Jelaul Addeen Hyder. Had this prince
lived in the reign of Shah Jeban, or the Great Aurengzeeb, he
might have attained a high character in the annals of the empire ;
but he was born at a period when the house of Timoor was
rapidly declining, and the superior genius of a loreign nation had
acquired an ascendency not to be overborn.  Shuja Dowla. in his
contest with the English, having rashly espoused the cause of the
unfortunate Cassim Ali, Nuwaub of Bengal, felt the cffects of this
ascendency; and after two unsuccessful attempts, perceiving his
incapacity to resist, he wisely resolved to conciliate the attention of
his enemies. He was not deccived ; the peace of 1765 (well known
in Europe) placed him in a situation more cligible than what he
held at the commencement of the war: for, exclusive ol restora-
tion of the conquered provinees, he became the friend and ally
of the English ; and to cement the union by still closer ties, he
asked and obtained the assistance of a British force for the pro-
tection of his frontiers.

When released from the afore-mentioned contest, Shuja Dowla
directed his attention to the augmentation of his army, and to the
management of the affairs of his own dominions, into the govern-
ment of which great abuses had been introduced. If we take his
character comparatively, Shuja Al Dowla will be allowed consi-
derable merit: active and vigorous in his mind, he was bold,
daring, and enterprising, which he manifested on various occasions,
and in situations  of danger and difficulty. His temper was
irascible, which often led him to commit acts of eruelty; yet he was
an excellent magistrate, a lover of justice, and anxiously desirous
of the prosperity of his country, To the internal economy of
his government, he paid a rigid attention; and by his judicious

*It is customary in Hindostaun, and throughout several of (he Asiatic courts,
to change the name of a nrince on his accession (o the throne. Thus the famous

_%changuim was called  Selim: Shah Jehnn, Khornon; Shuja Al Dowla, Mirza

elanl Addeer Hyder ; his son and successor, Asuf Al Dowla, was Mirza Amauni.
Many other instances occur,



L

HISTORY OF SHAH AULUAM 47

and prudent arrangements, aided by the exertions of some very
able officers, he clearce his dominions lrom the remai ns of & nest
of banditti which had long infested and disgraced them, His
conduct with regard to his neighbours, the Rohillas, was on every
account the most exceptionable ; and his hostile attempt Lo destroy
their power evidently originated from a spivit of ambition, bound-
less as inordinarc and reprehensible : nor can his endeavours to
cxtenuate his conduct by throwing the blame on the impolitic
obstinacy of the Rohillas in refusing to discharge the stipulated
sum, in any shape justify the means he used to eflect ther
destruction.®

* 1n the above demmil it has besp the aothor's intention te be guided by the
striciest impartiality, neither wishing to cxalt too high the charmcter of any indivi-
dual who meviled prnise, noc 1o alstain fom censure when it appeared desercing,



CHAPTER V

Return of the Caplain General lo DELHI—Aecession of ASUF AL
DOWLA io the Government of OQUDIE—Imbassy of ILLUYF
KHAN to DELHI— Praceedings against ZABITA [KHAN— Defeat
of the King’s Troops— ZABITA KHAN unites with the Seiks—
Suceinct Aeccount of that  Nation— Qceurrences,

NUJUFYF KHAN, on his arvival at Delbi, met with a reception
different from bis expectations, The king was disgusted with
him for not having insisted in a more resolute manner upon the
delivery of the districts which had been stipulated in the late
trealy with the vizir; and for omitting to urge his right to parti-
cipate in the plunder acquired in the Rohilla war, Shah-Aulum,
in fact, suspected his minister to have been influenced on this
‘occasion more by an attention to his own interests than that of
his sovereign, as the vizir, previous to his departure, publicly
bestowed on Nujuff Kban the Neabut* of the wvizarut. This
suspicion was diligently fostered in the king’s mind by the
suggestions of Mujud Al Dowla, who now hegan to acquire an
ascendancy over his majesty; and being jealous of the authority
and influence of Nujuff Khan, resolved to oppose him in every-
thing. The minister had long entertained hopes of that very
appointment; but baffled in his exertions to atltain it, he
represented his rival as a person  desirous of advancing his own
authority over that of his master, Nujuff Khan, however, had
too powerful a party at court, as well as in the camp, to be
easily supplanted; and the war against the Jauts requiring
immediate attention, his majesty appeared satished with the
excuses offered by Nujuff Khan,

The army again assembled, and the captain gencral led
it without delay against the fort of Deig, the only place of
conscqus=nce  that remained to the Jauts, Nujuff Khan having

.. * The deputysnip of tlie office of viziv, or kis reprosentative a( the court of Delhi.
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invested the fort on all sides, and completed the blockade,
detached a small portion from his main body throughout the
adjacent country, and reduced many of the Zemindars to
obedience.

While the army lay before Deig, an embassy arrived in
camp, sent by the vizir Asuff Al Dowla. That young prince,
who succeeded to the Musnud of Shuja Al Dowla, was eighteen
years of age. On his accession, it was decmed advisable to
request of Shah-Aulum a confirmation of his patent of the vizarut
in his own name, For this purpose, Illuyj Khan, favourite
servant, was deputed to Delhi, attended by a splendid suite, and
carrying with him fifty lacks of rupees as a paishcush. After a
short stay in the camp, he proceeded on to the capital, where
his success at first fell short of his expectations. The king did
not appear inclined to expedite the patent; and under various
pretences delayed giving a direct answer,—But a severe
misfortune which at this time befell his majesty’s arms, caused an
immediate and ready assent, Zabita Khan had again become
refractory, and refused to forward the stipulated tribute to the
royal treasury; and was now prepared to support his rebellion
by force of arms. Abdul Cassem Khan, on the part of the
king, was ordered to march an army to attack the rebel,
Zabita Khan, who was posted in Ghose Ghur, hearing of that
nobleman’s approach, marched boldly out, and offered him
battle. A desperate conflict ensued, and the event was on the
point of proving favourable to the royal forces, when a body
of Patan horse, who had been planted in an ambuscade by
Zabita Khan at the commencement of the action, came suddenly
out of the place, and fell upon the rear of the king’s troopd
with such fury as totally to discomfit them. The general
was slain whilst endeavouring to rally his men; and his fall
threw the troops into such disorder, that it was with great
difficulty Mujud Al Dowla, who succeeded to the command,
was enabled to make good his retreat with a very small party.
Zabita Khan re-entered his fort in triumph.

Accounts of this fatal disaster arriving at court, created the
greatest consternation and dismay. Fortunately, however, for
Shah-Aulum, at this critical moment he was relieved by the
appearance of Lataufut Khan, one of the vizir's officers, who
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brought along with him a hoedy of 5000 troops, and a train of
artillery, for the king's use, This salutary aid proved of the high-
est service; and being relieved from any apprehensions for the
present, the court determined to gratify the vizir [or the essen-
tial gervice he had rendercd, A patent was immediately made
out, accompanied with the insignia of office and wvaluable
presents; and the whole were sent off with much pomp and
solemnity under the charge of four commissioners named by the

king for this express purpose. :

During these transactions, Nujufl Khan was still employed
before Deig: that fortress, which was uncommonly strong and
defended by a numerous pgarrison, continued for more than a
twelve month to bid deliance to the efforts of Mujuff Khan,
The repeated and bloody assaults which were made by the
garrison had, however, much weakened their foree, and the
health of the Jaut prince beginning to decline, he entertained
thoughts of submission; but before he had time lo exccute his
resplution, he was hurried off by death, Runjeet Sing, his
brother, succeded to the command ; he was willing to continue
the defence to the last extremity; but provisions growing scarce,
his “troops mutinied, and he was compelled to withdraw
privately from the fort.

. ﬁnnm‘dlngly, availing himself of the opportunity of an
extreme dark night, and taking with him his family and treasures,
accompanied by the preater part of the'garrison, he effected
his czeape. On the ensuing morning, the king's troops, who
were prepared for an assault, were astonished to find the walls
unmanned, and no appearance of resistance, The general at
first suspected a stratagem but on 4 closer inspection, perceiving
the rebels had actually retired, he entered and took

A great quantity of ammunition and stores, with a train of
artillery, were taken, but not much plunder, which circumstan-
ces exasperated the troops, and induced them to comumit all sorts
of violence upon the defenceless inhabitants. Not content with
insulting them, they proceeded to attack their Pagodas, where
they broke and demolished the idols, in spite of the prayers and
entreatics weged by the poor wretchies in -behall of théir altars,
On - the' capture of Deig, all the remaining part of the Jaut
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country submitted; and as heavy fines were imposed by the
general upon the diflerent Zemindars, he continued to Gl his
treasury, which cpabled him to discharge the arrears of his
troops; at the same time he ordered a general rejoicing through-
out the camp.

The embassy alorementioned arriving at the same time,
Nujulf Khan availed himsell on the occasion to shew his respect
to the vizir, by entertaining the commissioners in the most
splendid manner, He [easted them for several days, and
then digtnissed them with additional presents.

The conguest of the Jauts being now complete, Nujuff Khan
directed his attention to the collection of the revenues, and in
reforming the abuses which had provailed during the war.  But
in the midst of his arrangements, he was suddenly called off by
letters received [rom Delhi, which required his ~immediate
presence at that city. Zabita Khan, whose success, as already
related;, had inflamed his resentment and excited his ambition,
was resolved to persist in his rebellion, and actually threatensd
Delhi with a siege. Previous, however, lo proceeding o open
hostilities, he augmented his army, and took into his pay large
bodies of Seaiks.

He formed, moreover, connections with some of the princi-
pal chiefs of that nation; and in order to render this alliance the
more effectual, he embraced the tenets of this extraordinary sect,
and became a convert to their faith, The part which the Seiks
have borne in the transactions of later times in the upper parts
of Hindostaun, justify an attempt to describe their origin and
progressive advancement to authority in the empire,

During the reigns of Akbar, Jehanguire, Shah Jehan and
Aurengzeeh, the annals of Hindostaun exhibit a serics of events
and brilliant actions which raised the empire to the first wation
in the history of Asia. Emulating the conduct of their founder
the great Timoor, those princes whilst they trod in his steps
rendered their dominions fOourishing and their people happy,
and the power of that august family appeared established on so
solid a basis as to bid defiance to the fluctuating and capricious
changes of focy ut the seeds of dissalution and decay were
in the height of their prosperity; and
arqlgy and’gficminacy, of the princes of later times,

o & 65039
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overthrew the fabric of power, and buried the authority of the
house of Timoor under its ruins. Out of the shipwreck of its
former grandeur, several new and independent states arose, To
the Seiks, among others, may be assigned an interesting station;
obscure in their origin, in a remote part of the province of
Lahoor, this tribe had nothing but novelty to rccommend
itself or attract notice.

In the reign of the Emperor Baber, Nanick Shah, founder of
the tribe, was born at a small village named Tulbindee, in the
province of Lahoor; at an early period of life, this extraordinary
person, who possessed a good capacity and amiable manners,
forsook the world, and devoted himself to a life of religious
austerity., In this recluse state, aided by the effusions of a fervid
imagination, Nanick framed a system of religion, composed
from the speculative and contemplative theories of Mussulman
divinity, which he delivered to his numerous followers as of
divine origin. This book he termed Gurrunt, which, in the
Punjabee dialect, implies scriptural, Nanick, after reaching his
nintieth year, expired peaceably, and was buried at Amrit
Seer, where his tomb to the present day attracts the attention,
and animates the piety of his numerous disciples. He left two
children, Lucsmi Doss and Sree Chund,

At his death, Nanick Shah, with a view to render perma-
nent his new system, ordained that the succession should be
elective and not hereditary, an ordination which, as it precluded
the supreme authority from remaining in one family, placed the
benevolent and disinterested views of the founder in a light
truly amiable. Sree Chund, who found means to secure his
clection, presided over the tribe for several years, and, at his
death, Angajee succeeded. But this custom though it obtained
for some time, was at length set aside, and Gooroo Ram was the
first who established an hereditary succession.

The tribe continuing to increase by the vast number of
converts which it had acquired, had not hitherto attracted the
notice of the neighbouring powers; occupied in paying a
scrupulous adherence to the laws and ordinations of their founder,
the Seiks were looked upon as harmless, inoffensive devotees;
but the period was at hand when they were to act a different
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part, and to contend with vigour against imperial authority,
Teigh Behadur, whose actions and misfortunes render his name
memorable, was the first who tock up arms against the officers
of Aurengzeeb, till after many bloody encounters with the king’s
troops, he was at length overcome, taken prisoner, and put to
death, His successors, animated by revenge, continued a preda-
tory war with the descendants of Aurengzeeb, and, during the
struggle, the Seiks acquired a considerable addition of territory.
Among the most memorable of these chiefs, was Bundah, who,
after a long and severe contest, was taken prisoner, carried to
Delhi, and there suffered with heroic fortitude an ignominous
death *

In the reign of Ahumud Shah the tribe became very formida-
ble. Profiting by the disturbances which then prevailed in every,
part of the empire, the Seiks again made head against the govern-
ment, and with far better success. They conquered the whole of
the Punjab, (or country included within the five rivers which fall
into the Indus) and even pushed their arms beyond it,

In the last reign (Aulum Geer the Second) their dominions
were bounded on the west by the country of Cabul, and extended
eastward to the vicinity of Delhi, north by a range of high
mountains, and to the southwest they embraced the province of
Moultan and the city of Tatta, situated on the banks of the Indus.
Lahoor, the capital of Punjaby, was selected as their chief city of
residence, and as such has since continued, They possess many
large towns, and among the principal are those of Puttiali, Hurrial,
Loeh Ghur, Serhind, Shahabad, and Tanasser. The Seik territories
arc said to contain prodigious quantitics of cattle, horses, oxen,
cows, and sheep; and grain of various kinds is produced in abun-
dance. The precious metals are very scarce; and their trade is
for that reason chiefly carried on by barter, especially in the
manufacturing towns.

At Pattiali they make excellent cloth, and fire arms superior
to most parts of Hindostaun, The collected force of the Seiks is
immense, they being able to bring into the field an army of

* See a particular account of this enterprisivg chiel in Cuptain Scoll's second

volume of the History of Deccan, Article Furrok Ster,
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250,000* men, a force apparently terrific, but, from want of
union among themselves, not much to be dreaded by their neigh-
bours. Divided into distinct districts, each chief rules over the
portion approptiated to him with uncontrolled sway ; and tenaci-
ous of his authority, and jealous of his brethren, it seldom happens
that this nation makes an united effortf.

The Seiks are armed with a spear, scymetar, and cxcellent
matchlock. Their horses are strong, very patient under hardship,
and undergo incredible fatigue. The men are accustomerd to
charge on full gallop, on a sudden they stop, discharge their pieces
with a deliberateaim, when suddenly wheeling ahout, after perform-
ing three or four turns, they renew the attack, The shock is impres-
sive when offered only to infantry, but against artillery they can-
not stand. It isa fact well known and established, that a few
field pieces is sufficient to keep in check their most numerous
bodies. Inured from their infancy to the hardships of a military
life, the Seiks are addicted to predatory warfare, in a manner
peculiar to themselves alone, When determined to invade a
neighhouring province, they assemble at first in small numbers on
the frontier, when having firsi demanded the raki or tribute, if it
be complied with, they retire peaceably ; but when this is denied,
hostilities commence, and the Seiks, in their progress, are accus-

# The (ollowing table, which was delivered to the anthior }Jl};;:: lSeiI& chial when

at I’.agnepat in 1793-4, will exhibit the situation of the di 1t chiels at that
period,

Men
Beejee Sing 12,000
Tanah Sing 22,000
Jeffah Sing 14,000
Kurrun Sing (of Shahabad) ¢ 12,000
Jeffal Sine (of Ramghur) 12,000
Jundut Sing (of Amrit Seer) 24,000
Khosal Sing (of Fuzoolah Pore) 22,000
Herri Sing (on. the cunfines of Moultan) 40,000
Runjet Sing (of Loeh Ghur) 70,000
Shahur Sing (of Patlali),Loll Sing, Juswaunt Sing (of Nawbch),
Gujput Sing (of Chunda), and other chiels 20,000

Total  ~ 248,000

‘t The alarm once excited in the British government of the formidable power of
this ration, might be obviated by observing, that the discordant and clashing in-
terests of the respective Seik chiels prevent almost the possibility of a general un-
ion; and even il dispesed to'attack the territory of our ally, the vizir, they would
be necessitated lo keep a watchful eye over their own territories, which would
be left open to invasion from the north. It is well known that Zemaun
Shah, the king of Cabul, is desirous of sharing in the fertile province of Punjah,
and cspecially of getiing possession 6f Lahour, emphalically termed ‘the key of
Hincdustaun. His late attack-at the end of 1796, is a proal of this assertion.
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tomed to lay waste the country on all sides, carrying along with
them as many of the inhabitants as they can take prisoners, and
all the cattle. The prisoners are detained as slaves, unless re-
deemed by a pecuniary compensation,—But though fond of plun-
der, the Seiks, in the interior parts of their country, preserve good
order, and a regular government : and the cultivation of their
lands is attended with much assiduity, Their revenues are collect-
ed at two stated periods of six months each ; and by an equitable
adjustment hetween the proprietor and cultivator, the latter is
allowed a fifth part as the reward of his labour,

Of their religion much information has not as yet been acquired;
but it has heen remarked by au ingenious and spirited historian,
that in the act of receiving proselytes, they compel them to the
performance of an act equally abhorrent to principles of the Hindoo
or Mahommedan faith.*  Yet, notwithstanding the nature of their
ceremonies, it is certain they continue to gain numerous converts.

The Seiks, in their persons, are tall, and of a manly erect
deportment ; their aspect is ferocious, their eyes piercing and
animated ; and in tracing their features a striking resemblance is
observable to the Arabs who inhabit the banks of the Euphrales,
The dress of the males consists of a coarse cloth of blue cotton,
thrown ‘loosely over the shoulders, and coming down between: the
legs, is confined round the waist by a belt of cotton.  Anample tur-
ban of blue cloth covers the head, and aver this is frequently worn
a sash of silk and cotton mixed, resembling both in colour and pat-
tern a Scotch Tartan. They speak the Aufghaun or Pooshto language,
with prolific additions of Persian, Arabic, and Hindoovee.{-

. Trom this digression let us proceed. to relate the transactions
at couwrt, Shah-Aulum, who was enraged at Zabita Khan for

* By obliging the Mussulmaun to drink water, in which some Seiks have wash-
ed their fret, mixed with kog’s blood, and the Hindoo with thar of a cow. See
Captain Scott, Val. IL article Furrok Seer.

1 In the year 1793-4, the author was at Panneputin company with Major
Charles Reynolds, of the Bombay establishment, employed by the British govern-
ment on a survey through the Doo Ab; the result of which, when communicated
to the public, will no cloubt prove a valuable addition to the geography already
acquired. At that time he saw a Dody of Seilis then in the service of the great
Sindiah; they were about one thousand in number, under the command ol
Doolchee Sing, from whose hrother most of the information above mentioned
was received. The author has to apologise for giving a sketch so imperfect,
though he is happy to learn there is another and far better account alread
before the public from the late Colonel James Browne, of the Bengal establis
ment, but which account the author has not seen, The account here given stands
merely on his own researches,
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his repeated acts of insolence and disrespect, resolved to take the
field in person, and had for this purpose, as above remarked,
ordered the captain general from Deig.  On the minister's arrival,
the king marched out and encamped.

At a secret conference held on the occasion, it was resolved,
previous to commencing hostilities, to make one effort to persuade
the rebel to return to his duty ; though had a retrospect of his
former conduct been taken, they would have foreseen the insufli-
ciency of any but resolute measures. Agreeably to this resolve,
Rajah Daieram, Himmut Behadur, and Lutalut, were sent to
Schaurunpore to treat and offer terms § but for fear of an  unsuc-
cessful issue, the king and the general followed with the army.
The deputation at first gave hopes of a peaceful termination, A
conference took place between the captain general, Mujud Al
Dowla, and Zabita Khan; but unhappily a misunderstanding
arose, which proceeded to violent altercation on both sides.
Whether Zabita Khan, who was of a turbulent and haughty spirit,
could not brook the manner of the king’s ministers, who talked
in @& high strain, or whether he was determined at all events on
resistance, has not been clearly ascertained. From whatever
cause it arose, he was observed as he came out of the tent to be
uncommonly agitated ; and without waiting for the ministers to
accompany and introduce him, repaired directly to the royal tent.
Having paid his respect to the king, he withdrew to his own camp ;
and suddenly, without assigning any reason for such a conduect,
struck his tents and went into fort. Notwithstanding so glaring
and insolent a conduct, the king did not proceed to the immediate
punishment of the rebel, Oun the contrary, he was persuaded,
through the mediation of Lutafut, who, it is asserted, was bribed
largely on the oceasion, to pardon him. Zabita Khan was, there-
fore, invited to court, and, on promising submission, was again
confirmed in his government of Sehaurunpore, The army
returned to Delhi,



CHAPTER VI

Revoll of the Rajeh of FYPORE — Suscinet decount of the Principalities
of OUDIPORE—JOUDPORE and JYPORE—The King marches
to JYPORE—Taking of NARNOUL and DHANSNEY—Disgrase
of MUFUD AL DOWLA—Death of Prince FURKHINDA BUKHT—
Death and Character of NIIFUFF KHAN,

ON the return of royal army to Delhi, Nujuff Khan, who had
lately been appointed to the government of Agrah, repaired to
that province : about this time news arrived at the court of the
death of Madhoo Sing, ruler of Jypore, and of the accession af
Pertaub Sing, & youth of twelve years of age, to his father’s gover-
ment. The considerable share which this prince bore in the
transactions of the conrt of Delhi, justify our taking a retrospective
view of the provinces of Oudipore, Joudpore, and Jypore, or the
countries denominated by geographers Rajpootana.®

When the Moguls first entered Hindostaun, they found the
inhabitanis in geneval elfiminate and luxurious, and iaconsequence
incapable of opposing with cffect those hardy bands who at first
under Zingis Khan, and alterwards his descendant, the Great
Timoor, acquired a succession of conguests, and finally laid the
foundation of the Mogul empire in Hindestaun in the person of
Baber, sixth in descent lrom Timoor,

But however competent to overturn the Patan governmenl,
they found it move difficult to sulidue the great Rajpoot prinei-
palitics.—The princes of those countries, who were the aboriginal
sovereigus of Hindostaun, inherited from their ancestors a high and
warlike spirit, which, added to the -natural advantages of their
situation, in countries surrounded by high mountains aud intersect-
ed by narrow vallies and numerous defiles, rendered hazardous a
foreign invasion. The Rajpoot princes thevefore continued long
to resist with effect the valour and discipline of the Mogul troops ;
* Consult the excellent memoir of o map of Hindostaiin by Major Rednel, tn

whom the author Tgs lsave 1o return hig thanks for his liberal and  polite altens
tion in permilting him (o copy the map prefsed (o (his valume.
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and the diffevent sovereigns of the house of Timoor, alter repeated,
but ineflectual, struggles to reduce them by force, were in the end
necessilated to adopt a method wore conciliatory, The first
princes of the race of Timoor not only invited them to the capital,
and lheaped upon then honours and dignities of all kinds, but
were accustomed to intermarry wilth theiv lamilies, a civeumstance,
which, if the tenacious adherence of the Hindoos to presceve their
blood pure and uncontaminated be considered, wounld appear
disgraceful ; but an allianee with the sovereign was, among the
Hindoos, deemed honourable by the aucient usages of their
country.

The great acquisition of interest thus obtained by the Rajpoot
princes, the security of their possession, and, abave all, the prospeet
of their descendants mounting the throne, were motives that insured
a cheerful acquicscence in the proposed alliances, and abated
their ardent love ol independence, and contributed to rendsr them
contented in their teibutary state,  Accordingly, during the reigns
of Jehanguive, Shah Jelan and Aurengzeeb, the Rajpoot princes,
were gradually allicd to royal blood.*

Rajpootanabt, or countey ol the Rathore Rajpoots, in the
imperial register is included in the provinee of Agimere.  From
Jypore, one of the principal cities, it extend 168 cosestt to ity
north-western boundary of Bekaneer, a city which skicts the con-
fines af the desert 3 (o the castward it extends |50 coses, and is
bounded on that quarter by Agrah ; west by the city ol Debalpore,
on the banks of the Surtluz; and south by the province of
Guzerat,

The principal river, the Puddar, rises in the mountainous
part of the country ; and, afier traversing a vast extent, i3 dis-
charged inlo the sea, near the gulph of Kutch,

Within the afore-mentioned tract ave the cities of Qudipore,
Joudpore, and Jypore, including the strong forivesses of Cheitore,
and Rintimpore ; the former memorable for resisting the arms of
the emperor Akhar 5 and the latter for having afforded an asylum

*50e Dow's Hindostaun -—pessin,

+1In thiz deseription the author has availed himszll of a Persinn MS.  Iutitled
Hudeckn Al Aliwilean, ora geogephical account of several of the principal
pities aned provinces of Flindesaws. Itis wrilten by a lesmed notive, and
containg much curious and weefil Informaiion,

+10ase I eguul to two British miles.
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ta the families of Shal Jehan and Aurengzeel, when in reliellion
against their pavents. These countries abound in cotlon, opium,
indigo, labacco, nud gram of various kinds, most of which articles
are exported to Ahmudabad, the capital of Guzerat, which
returns the manufactures of Europe and Persis, They have also
a hreed of excellent horses, which are in general use among the
Mavhatta armies.  While the empive NMourished, the revenues of
the Agimere provinee were estimalted at twenty-six millions ; and
the different Rajahs, when nnited, could bring into the field an
army of 200,000 men, a force truly lormidable, and which
proved frequently fatal to the Mopgul princess, even in the zenith
of their power and authority, To conclude our vemarks on this
singular people, in the words ol a spirted Listorian®, “their situ-
ation enabiled them to celaliate injuries in the conter af the cmpire;
but attached to their soil, as ground on which their deities ay
well as their ancestors had lived, few oftheir princes had been
ambitions of nercasing their territory,”

Towards the close of the last century, Jysing, a prince no
less celebrated for his warlike talents than for his reputation as a
philosopher and a cultivator of the acts, founded the modern
city of Jypore, which he called Jynagghar, It is situated in the
central parts of Rajpootanah, and about 140 miles west of Agrah.
The town i handsome and well built; the houses are of stone,
and the streets, which are large and spacious, intersect each
other at right angles, A citadel, which commands the town, is
built upon a steep rock, around which extends a chain of
fortifications four miles in ciccumference, In the town is to be
seen an observatory, erccted Dy the prince alorementioned, to
which, during his life time, many eminent and learned men
were invited, where the science of astronomy was assiduously
cultivated,

This city has of late years increased in commerce and
opulence; for singe the communication through the province
of Lahoor has been stopped by the Seiks, the merchants [rom
the north have been accustomed to enter Hindostaun by the route
of Jypore. Rock salt, iron, and copper, are found in the
province; and its revenues are estimated at  five millions

sterling,

*Dpme's islorical Fragments, ? M4y



pl

i HISTORY OF SHAT-AULUM

The inhabitants are wholly Hindoos; and their manners
are represented by travcllers to be hospitable and unaflected.
Since the death of Jysing, who may be considered as the [ounder
of the present family, there has been a suecession of four princes.®
Purtab Sing, who, as already remarked, was a minor in the
hands of his guardians, [rom inexperience was incapable of
governing and entirely under the guidance of others, During
the late distuwbances, his ministers taking advantage o the
absence of the royal army, had neglected to send to court the
customary teibute, which Shah-Aulum was determined to punish,
He accordingly asscinbled ke army, the command ol which was
given to the Nawaub Mujud Al Dowla, This nobleman, cager
to gratify his own ambiton, had loug beheld with impatience
the anthority of Nujull Khani he thought the present opportu-
nily favourable to his wviews; and theabsence of the captain
gencral, who was employed in the Agrah province, gave him
hopes of establishing his ascendancy over the mindof his
sovercign, and by the reduction ol the Jypore country fix himsell
in power without control,

The army being assembled, Mujud Al Dowla, accompanied
by the king marched against Rewari, a large town in the
dominions of Fertaub Bing, the place after a short resistance
submitted, as did also the forts of Narnoul and Dhansney, The
success of thesc operations induced Mujud Al Dowla to carry
the king to a greater distance, and to propose to his majesty 1o
extend his circuit through the provinces of Agimere, under
pretext of paying his devotions at the shrine of a Mahomedan
saint, This plan which was to separate the king from Nujuff
Khan, would in all probability have succeeded, had nota
circumstance occurred which bafled his schemes, and led in
the end to important consequences. Nujull Khan hearing of
the late successes, and perceiving the increased influence of
Mujud Al Dowla, ventured on 2 personal visit to the royal camp;
and leaving the care of Agrah to his friend Mahomed Beg Khan,
he began his march towards Jypore, The ministers of Pertaub
Sing, after the losses aforementioned, finding farther resistance
vain, now made owvertures of submission in the name of their
master, and a negoliation accordingly commenced., A large

*[yaing Sewaii, Alseri Sing, Prithi Sing, Madheoo Sing.
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paishcush was oflered on the part of the young Rajah, and
professions of loyally and atlachment in his [ubure conduct.—
Pending this treaty, Nujull Kban, who was informed of the
circmmnstance, resolved it should not Le terminated wntil Lis own
acrival, He, therefore, dispatched an express to the king,
requesting that the treaty should not be concluded withont  him;
and on his own authority forbade the Jypore Vakeel 1o proceed
any [arther in the aflaiv, Commands diclated in terms so
forcible had the desired effect, and Shab-Aulum was compelled
to aceuaint Mujud Al Dowla ol his acquiesence in the demands
of his rival.

In a few days the army of Nujull Khan arvived in thae
neighbourhood of the royal camp, and, to do the general
honour, his majesty sent his third son, the Prince Yezdan Bukht,
to meet and conduoct him to the presence. A private conference
was held on the occasion, and Mujud Al Dowla was convinced
that the anthority of his rival was too powerful to be overthrown,
Pertaub Sing was now ordered to repair to the royal camp,
and on presenting an oflering of five lacks of rupees, received
his majesty's pardon, and was restored to the government of the
Jypore province. The army then returned to Delhi, where
Nujuff Khan, scon afier his arrival, celebrated the nuptials of
his youngest daughter with the Nawab Nujufl Cooly Khan.
The marriage was honoured by the king’s presence, and in a
few days after Nujuff Khan returned to Agrah,

During the remainder of the cuwrent year, little cccurs at
Delhi worthy of notice; but the ensuing season exhibited a new
scene of action, and occasioned a considerable alteration on
the face of affairs at ceurt. The Seiks, who for several years
had confined themselves to their own territories, now suddenly
appeared in great numbers on the frontiers. A great force
under different leaders having assembled, entered the king's
territories, and commenced their usual course of plunder and
devastation. They socon penctrated as far as Carnal, a lage
city 100 miles north of the capital. Of this they took
possession, and dispersed their parties in various directions to
overrun the province of Delhi.  To repel this daring invasion,
Mujud Al Dowla, accompanied by Furkbinde Bukht, a prince
of the royal family, were ordered to take the ficld, Twenty
thousand men, with a respectable train of artillery, were soon
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ready (o maveh,  Advancing by easy marclies aloug the western
bank of the river Junma, the royal anny reached Camal without
interruption. At this plare Runject Sing and Deo Sing, two of
the principal leaders of the Seiks, dispatehed  a vakeel to comp
with offers of submission, They promised a paisheush of twee
lucks of rupees, and tn recall their associates from their predatory
incursions.  Mujud Al Dowlit acquieseing in the proposal, those
chieli were directed to attend the rayal army o dts Mutore
progress,  Accordingly laving cvacuated (he town ol Carnal,
they joined the miniser. From Coarnal, Muojud Al Dowla
advanced to Pultiali;, « (ewn 60 coses north of Uw  latier,
and situated on the Seik fonier. That place was defended
by Amur Siog, whe with a sumerous garcison, and  alondance
of provisions, resolved to sustain a siege. Amur Sing had,
however, other motives for resistance; e was aware that a large
reinforcement of Seiks had left Lahove, and might shoctly be
expected al Puttiali; nor was lie without hope that even in the
event of their non-arvival, and the town being hard pressed,
but that he should be able to gain over the minister to his views,
by the aicl of all-powerful gold, However this might have bheen
Mujud Al Dowla besicged the place in form; hut many days
had not elapsed, when it was announced to the army, thata
negotiation for peace was in train.  Amur Sing consenting (o
become tributary, commissioners were appointed on both sides to
draw up an amicable tveaty, The conferences accordingly
commenced; bur an act of treachery on the pact of the Seiks,
and in which it was suspected the minisler lad a considerable
share, suddenly dissolved the meeting. To relate with preci-
sion- the circumstances which led to this breach of faith, we
must recollect that the Seik chieftains, who had submitted at
Carnal, were still in the royal camp. They having received
advice of the expected reinforcement of their countrymen being
near at hand, sent notification of it to Amar Sing; at the same
time advising that chiel by some means or other to break off
the treaty then pending.

Agreeably to this information, Amur Sing exhibited to the
commissioners many shuffling evasions and  pretexts; and 1o this
wis added an bavghty and contemptuous behaviour, which could
not be mistaken, Rajah Daieram, the chiel commissioner,
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pevceiving his drift, quitted the town of Pattiali, and with bis
associates returned to camp,

Meanwhile the traitors there endeavowred by studied respect
to preclude all suspicion of their fidelity in the wind of the
minister. Mujud Al Dawla said nothing; and his shameful
supincness on this occasion in suffering the insults sustained by
the royal commissioners at Paltiali to pass unnoticed, allorded
additional proofs of his collusion in the disgraceful scene.  Ilarly
on the [ollowing morning, Runject Sing and his associate
suddenly lell the camp: a parly was directed to go in pursuit
of them; this party had scarcely cleared the advanced posts of
the army, when they discovered the vanguard of an immense
host of Seiks, who by forced marches had advanced thus far
unnoticed. At the same instant Amur Sing, ol Pattiali, issuing
out of the fort, convered the retreat of the traitors, and with
them shortly alter joined the troops {rom Lahoor. The Seiks
now made a violent attack on all sides: accustomed to a desul-
tory mode of warfare, they charged the line in several parts at
once, and by the fierceness of their onset, threw the king’s troops
inté confusion, The whole army would now have been sacri-
ficed had not the officer who commanded in the rear, by a well-
directed five of his artillery, given a timely check to the enemy.
The king’s troops were, however, compelled to retire; and [for
four days made a disgraceful and disorderly retreat. On the
fifth day, the army reached Panniput, under the walls of which
they encamped, Here the Seiks quitted them; and unsatiated
with success, and fercely thirsting for plunder, they divided
into separate columns, and crossing the Jumua, spread them-
sclves over the upper parts of the Doo Ab, commitling every-
-where acts of cruelty, devastation, and death.

The late disgraceful scenes had excited in the army universal
indignation against Mujud Al Dowla, On him the eyes of all
men were bent; and numbers serupled not openly lo accuse him
of having been hribed by the Seiks Lo betvay king’s interests,
and devote his army fo utter rnin. If, indeed, it be consi-
dered that a finer and better appointed army never marched
from Delhi, that they were Aushed with recent successes, and
anjmated Dby the presence of a prince of the blood; that this
army should be incompetent to sustain the shock of a tumultuous
rabble, appeared incredible in the eyes of all men, and proved
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the rerpoaches thrown on the miinister to be strictly merited.
Even after the enemy had retired, instead of remaining on the
frontier to recover his soldiers, from their late depression, he, as
panic struck, marched precipitately to the capital, thereby lea-
ving the whole country exposed in his rear, and the wretched
inhabitants a prey to the ravages of those barbarous invaders,
But he was soon to receive a punishment adequate to his
deserts.

Intelligence of this disastrous cvent arriving at  Delhi, conste-
rnation and dismay seized on all, The king was highly ingensed
at the base conduct of Mujud Al Dowla; and to prevent further
ill conscquences, required the immediate attendapce of the
captain general. It was indeed high time for some cflectual
interference. On one hand the Seiks were filling the Doo Ab
with outrage and devastation, while on the other several of the
Zemindars, availing themselves of the confusion of the times,
rose in arms in many parts of the country.

The minister, who by this time had reached Delhi, on his
arrival laboured incessantly to remove [rom the king’s mind all
suspicion of his fidelity, He entered into a long defence of his
conduct, wherein he attempted to prove that the late disaster was
imputable not to his want of atttachment, but to the common
accidents ol war: that for himself he had ever been one af the
foremost in zeal and exertion for his majesty’s service,

Shah-Aulum, who was not in a condition as yet to refute the
argumeunts of his minister, (that nobleman’s guards having posses-
sion of the palace) apparently accepted his apologies; but the
sequel inclined all thinking persons to conclude, that the king was
in his own mind resolved on his disgrace. It must here be re-
membered that Mujud Al Dowla, from his extensive influence at
court, had a strong party in his favour in the army; that he, more-
over, was in possession of the king's person at the citadel, and
therefore resolved to oppose his enemies by force of arms, It was
justly feared that the contention between the rival chiefs would, to
the citizens of Delhi, be attended with considerable mischief, if
not of bloodshed,

These alarms, however, were happily subdued hy the conduct
ancl dexterity of the captain general, who was now on lhis way to
the capital. By means of his emissarics, dispersed throughout the
cily, he, by large bribes and promises of preferment, drew over Lo
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his own views the leading chicfs of the minister’s party.  Secure
on this head, he hesitated not to carry his designs into instant
execution.

On his arrival in the neighbourhood, the prince Furkhinda
Bukht and Mujud Al Dowla were ordered to meet and conduct
the captain general to court.  Prior to Mujud Al Dowla's quili-
ing the citadel, e received information of the intended  combina-
tion against him. [e was told of the designs of his enemies 1o
seize him, and of the king's acquieicence and -secret indignation
toward him : finall, they recommended him to be upon his guard ;
and, in the strongest manner, urged him to remain within the
citadel, W'I.Er(:, wilh the force he possessed, he might bid defiance
to the united efiorts of his enemies,  Swageered at the unexpected
intelligenee, the minister for a moment paused.  But impelled by
an unaceountable infatvation, he relied on the king's personal
favour, and, maugre the intreaties of his friends, resolved to go
on,

Scarcely had the prince’s vetinne quitted the city, when Afra-
siab Khan, a young soldier of lortune, who had been bred in the
camp and in the family of Zulficar Al Dowla, at the head of 500
horse, seized on the gate ; thence proceeding o the citadel, he
compelled the garrisen, who had been stationed there by Mujod
Al Dowla, to lay down thelr arms and evacuate the fort. They
obeyed ¢ the spirited youth then lonk posscssion of Shah-Aulun in
the name of his bensfactor. The king having taken no notice of
this transaction, it was supposed his majesty was apprised of the
whale plan prior to ils execution.

By this me the prince and Mujud Al Dowla had reached
the, camp of the captain general,  Aler a few complimentary
ceremonies, the minister was informed that he was no more to
visit the king, Perceiving his disgrace inevilable, he begged leave
to return to Lis palace in the ecity. This was allowed, but a
guard was scat along with him ; and shorly alter the whole of his
property, amounting to more than twenty lacks ol rupees, was
seized, and confiscated to the use of the captain general,

In a court zo [ruitlul of revelutions as Delhi, the removal or
death of a minister is in general viewed by the people with perfect
apathy and indifference : yet on this oceasion, Mujud Al Dowla's
conduct in the late expedition had excited a disgust among all
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rank ; which, added to his loemer acts of rapacily and oppression
td supply the extravagance of the court, altogether rendered his
disgrace justly mevited.

Zullicar Al Dowlah, on Lis presentation at eourt, was received
by Shah-Aulum with ruarks of the most affectionate regpect. In
return he made an ofTeving of four lacks of rupees, together with
some beautiful Persian hovses for the use of the king's stable.
The paloce of the late vizir Cummir Aldeen Khan was assigned [or
the residence of the new minister, who from heneeforth determined

to [ix his pesidence at Delld,

The dismission of Mujud Al Dowla [rom all his employmenis
oceazinned some allerations in the arrangement of oflices, At the
recommendation of the captain general, the prince Mirza Juwaun
Bukht was made superintendent of the bathing aparunents ; prince
Furkhinda Bukhr, Meer Atush, or Grand Master of Artillery ; and
his majesty honoured the captain general himself with the high
office of Vakeel Mutluck, or Absolute Dircctor General of the

aflairs of the empire.

The commencement of 1781 was taken up in preparations
for punishing the Seiks. That lawless banditti were still ravaging
the upper parts of the Doo Ab.  To chastise them, Mirza BhufTes
Khan, a young nobleman who possessed great military experience,
was detached [rom the capital with 8 body of twelve thousand
men, and a suitable train of artillery.,  After crossing the Jumna,
he wenr in quest of the enemy ; and after several ineflectual
skirmishes and a desultory warfare, he at last brought them o a
general and decisive acrion.

On the 15th of August, under the walls of Meerut, he attack-
ed them with great gallantry and spirit : the king's troops, stimu-
lated by the remembrance of their disgrace the preceding vear,
and burning for revenge, exerted on this occasion their utmost
efforts to make an honourable amend. Success erowned their
wishes in a total overthrow of the enemy wilth a terrible slaughter.
Sahib Sing, their leader, with several other commanders of note,
were slain on the spot, and vpwards of 5000 men, Dispirited at
this loss, the Sciks returned in the utmost confusion, crossed the
Jumna with precipitation, and finally took refuge in their own
territories, which afforded relief to the miserable inhabitants over
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whom for the space of several months they had: Etarclscd-thc anost
uncontrolled and unbounded severity,

After the victory, Mirza Shuffee Khan humanely directed his
attention to the distresses of the inhabitants ; and to afford them
solid proofs of his benevolent intentions, he, in the name of his
majesty, granted them a remission of taxes for a vear.

Ovder being once more restored, be rtetwined in triumph to
the capital. Had the advantages we have above detailed been
pursued with a vigour proportionate to the occasion, there iz no
doubt but the most substantial benelits would have acerued to the
royal cause, The cnemy were totally dispirited with their losses;
and by natural consequence, were at variance with each other,
and incapable of resistance. Here then was a most favourable
opportunity afforded for extending the king's influence from  the
environs ol his capital even to the Attock ; and of establishing his
authority on so secure and permanent a base as in future to have
effectually precluded all attermpts of his ambitious neighbours, ar,
what was to him of more consequence, to keep within bounds his
own rchellious suljects.—Unfortunately for the state, these
advantages were not followed up ; nor could the prime minister
be prevailed on fo re-assemble the army for an invasion of the
Punjal. He was now advancing in years, and had become indo-
Tent, to whicli it might be added the minister conld not without
jealousy behold the abilities and rising fortunes of Mirza Shulfee
Khan, High spivited and active, that nobleman had gained the
attachment of the soldiery in & very uncommon degree 3 and by
acts of liberality and munificence, he was careful to confirm them
in their sentiments.

Meanwhile, as the person most fit for the appointment, Mirza
Shuffee was nominated to the command of the frontier station ;
and accordingly having received his dismission from the presence,
attended by a considerable force, he repaired to the city of
Panniput.

About this time ambassadars fram Lahoor arrived at court.—
They brought letters of submission from the principal chiefs,
which were accompanied by a large paishcush in money, and a
promise of the payment in future of a regular tribute. The city
of Carnal was likewise restored to king; and the ambassadars
moreover made a pecuniary compensation for the losses sustaingd
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in the late invasion.

Shah-Aulum now celebrated the nuptials of his second son,
Prince Akbar Shah, with a princess of the royal family, The
ceremony war performed with much splendour at the houvse of the
minister, who took this opportunity of gratifying his master by
bestowing liberal presents on the new-marvied pair,

Toward the latter end of the eurrent year, died the Prinee
Furkhinda Buklt. His remains were interred in the mausoleum
of Humainon, the general repository of the ashes of the house of
Timoor*. |

The death of the prince was [ollowed shordy after by that of
the minister, e bad been much aMicied for several preceding
years with a severe rheumatic complaint.  This was inereased by
a complication of other disorders oceasioned by an hregular mode
of life, which at length infamed his humours to such a degree
of acrimony as rendered life a burthen to him, In this deplorable
state, he languished for several months, tll in the month of April
1782, he expired in the palace of Scldar Jung, sincerely regretted
by his sovereign, who visited him during his illness, and lamented
by the inhabitants of Delhi, who loved ‘and revered him, He
was buried in the sepulehre of Ali Mirdaun Khan.

Mirza Nujull Khan Zullicar Al Dowla was a native of Persia;
by the mother's side, he claimed his descent from the royal house
of Sefi, who, at the commencement of the present century, sat on
the throne of Persia.  When Nadir Shali usurped that government,
he put under confinement all the relative branches of the royal
family who remained. Among thase were the mother of Nujull
Khan : she had two children, himsell and a sister, named Khadeeja
Sultaun.

In 1746, Mirza Mohussun, brother of Seldar Jung, Soohaday
of Onde, was sent on an embassy Lo the Persian court. By his
intercession, the family obtained their liberty ; when the mother,
preforring to remain in her native country, Mirza Mohussun
carried back into Hindostaun Mirza NujulT Khan and his sister,
al the time about thirteen years old. “Lis princess was shortly
after married to her deliverer, and had by him one son, who, in
process of time, became governor of Allahabad. In that statign
Mahmud Cooli Khan, the person above mentioned, was, by order

»ide Appradiz | . i
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of Shuja Al Dowla, most basely assassinated*,

Mirza Nujull Khan, at the time of his nephew’s deccase, was
likewise in the vizir’s service,—But Shuja having taken an aver-
sion to him, which most probably arose from an unworthy jealousy
of his superior accomplishments, treated him in several instances
with marked disrespect, The high spivit of Nujuff Khan could
not brook these indignities, and nmnrdmgiy quitted for ever the
dominions of Oude.

In the year 1762, he repaived to DPatna, where Cossim
Ali Khan, Nabob of Bengal, at that time held his court. That
prince taking Nujuff Khan into his service, he was promot-
ed to the command of a body of Mogul horse, He was
employed during the war that soon after broke out between the
Sooba and the British government, and was present at the attack
of Oudah Nulla, and other places ; and on all occasions conduct-
ed himsell with vigour, spirit, and gallantry,

On the defeat of Shuja Dowla at the memorable battle of
Buxar, and the total ruin of the aflairs of the unfortunate Cossim,
Mirza Nujulf Khan being unwilling to trust to the vizic's clemency,
fought an asylum in Boghileund. Here he remained until the
treaty of Allahabad in 1765, when he was sent for by Shah-
Aulum ; and at his recommendation, Lord Clive gave him a
pension of Lwe lacks of rupees, chargeable on the revenues of the
Corah province.t

On his majesty’s retreat from Allahabad, Nujull Khan accom-
panicd the court ; and from that period he rose, as we have
seen in the preceding pages, to the first offices and highest hanours
in the state.

Mirza Nujuff Khan, by his powerlul influence, high military
characrer, and unrelaxed attention to business, was well [itied to
conduct the alfairs of the empire with a vigorous and steady hand.
He restored order and tranquillity to the almosi-ruined provinces;
and by his wile administration, récruited in a considerable degree
the exhausted finances,

Though continually surrounded by numerous and warlike
enemies, the abilities of the captain general were equal to the
cantest,. By a stmd? anr.l undt:walmg pursuit in his. designs, he

- T T T
I*AL the Fort of: ]'eImt!u'md about fve miles, distant from the city er!mcknw.
t5ee the reports o the select commiliee.
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at length triumphed over all his enemies, and reaped the fruits of
his well-earned labours by erecting for himsell @ noble principality.
This, consisting of the province of Agrah, of which he was
governor, the adjpining countries of Merut and Macheri, the
whole of the Jaut terrilories, and greater part of the Doo Ab,
altogether yiclding a revenue of two million sterling. His esta-
blishment was magnificént and extensive ; and he lived in a
manner worthy a prince,

To great skill in military affairs, Nujull Khan added the
happy talent: of being able to conciliate the attachment of his
troops in an uncommon ‘degree. The soldiers admired his
patience under adversity, his affability, generosity, and manliness
of spivit ; and though, from a variety of circumstances, and the
Auctuating changes incident to an Asialic army, they were not
unfrequntly thrown into discontent, and someblimes cven to
mutiny, Nujuff Khan, on these critical occasions, never failed, by
his address and dexterity, to pacify the most unruly without a
diminution of his own authority.— A rare and fortunate examples

That no other person was equally capable to combine and
keep together such a variety of discordant interests as the policy
of an Eastern government ever exhibits, was effectually evinced
in the examples of his successors.

Upon the whole, we may, with justice, ascribe to Nujuff Khan
the character of an able statesman, a skilful commander, and a
humane and benevolent man. Polite and affable in his manners
to all persons, which is indeed proverbial to his countrymen, he
was generous to his dependants, and strictly just. His death was
deservedly regretted by Shah-Aulum, who certainly owed to
Mirza Nujuff Khan a situation more respectable than he had be-
fore, or was herealter, destined to experience®,

*The I'l:;;going account of the Family of Mujulf Khan iz exiracted from n

Persian Mh,  in the avthor's on; it entitled Khozanah Omral, o
g}ugq.phronht Mogul Waohility, n work frequently mentioned by Orictdital
istorians,



CHAPTER VII

Transactions at Courl subseguent to the Death of ZULFICAR AL
DOWLA—AFRASIAR KHAN afpointed Minisier—Dissentions among
the MOGUL Lords—Flevatjon of MIRZA SHUFFERE KHAN—
Intrigues—IHe i assassinate before  DEIG—Re—appointment - of
AFRASIAB KHAN —Reflestions,

UNTIL Nujull's Khan's death, afiics at court, though at
times interrupted by temporary disensions and disagreements
betwixt the Mogul nobles, had by the active vigilance of the
captain-genecral been amicably settled. But their turbulent spirit,
however, vestrained during his life time, now broke forth with a
fury which was tetally ungovernable. Hence in the sequel of
this history we shall be reduced to the painfil necessity of recor-
ding scenes of violence, anarchy, and bloodshed, Shah-Aulum
advancing in years, and distitute of that energy and vigour of
mind 50 necessacy Lo stem the torrent, was compelled as oceaszions
demanded to yield to its force, and the unlappy king, in the
cvening of life, had the mortification to perceive his autherity
totally annihilated, and himself become a wretched pagcn.nt in the
hands of his rebellious subjects.

Among the principal competitors for power was Afrasiab
Khan. This young soldier, bred in the camp, and under the eye of
the late captain-general, had by his military talents acquired the
affections of the army, He was nominated to the post of Ameer
Al Omrah. His first attention was judiciously directed to secure
the attachment of the different Mogul chiefs, Among these Mirza
Shullfee Khan was one of the most powerful ; his late success
against the Seiks, and his situation in command of the frontiers,
induced the minister to treat him with extraordinary attention.
Afrasiab Khan, therefore, sent letters to that nobleman, expressive
ol the utmost cordiality, and recommended his vigilant attention
to his charge on the [rontiers, Similar letters were sent to the
Nawaub Zabita Khan, ruler of Sehaurunpore. The new minister
being popular in the army, and a man of acknowledged resolu-
tion, it was thought he would have secured a continuation of his
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authority ; but an opposition which arose totally unexpected by
him from an opposite quarter, not only for the present deprived
him of his authority, but even brought him to the very brink of
ruin.

To trace the cause of this opposition, we must recur to the
situation of the lamily of the deceased minister, Nujuff Khan’s
sister, the Princess Khadejee Sultaun, was at this time at Delhi,
possessed of great wealth; and being a woman of a masculine
and intriguing spirit, she Dboldly entered into the politics of the
time, and resolved to form a party of her own. She had
conceived a great aversion to Alrasiab Khan, who had treated
her with disrespect, and knowing the ambition of Mirza Shuffee,
selected that nobleman as a counterpoise against the minister’s
influence, Khadejee Sultaun, therefore, in concert with Zeein
Al Abuden Khan, his brother, and other lords, whom she had
gained over to her views, invited Mirza Shuffec to march to
Delhi, and take upon himself the administration of aflairs.
They assured him at the same time, that the king secretly
approved the plan, and concluded by recommending his. speedy
appearance,

The design of this confederacy, however cautiously conduct-
ed, could mot long be kept sccret from Alflrasiab Khan,
Information of the intended conspiracy being conveyed to him,
e resolutely determined on a counter plan, and by a coalition
of interests with some disaffected lords, to defeat the designs of
his enemies. Among these were the deposed minister, the
Nawaub Mujud Al Dowla; that nobleman had since his disgrace
been kept in close confinement, Alfrasiab Khan finding him
well inclined to the connection, applied to Shah-Aulum for his
release.  He observed to his majesty, that Mujud Al Dowla,
having experienced a severe punishment for his faults, in a
‘tedious imprisonment, and the confiscation of his fortune, there
‘was now room for clemency towards him, Shah-Aulum acquies-
¢ing in the request, Mujud Al Dowla was liberated from his
‘arrest, and' again placed at the head of the Khalifa*, at the
same time Nujuff Cooli Khon, son-in-law of the late minister,
was promoted to the office of Dewaun. The contending par-
ties were, in force, neatly equal, hut as Afrasiab possessed the
post of advantage, in having the citadel under his immediate

*The treasury. -
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comman., he latlered himself with the hopes of success.

Such was the situation of alairs when Mirzga Shuffee Khan,
with his army arrived in the neighbowheod of Delhi. The
king, it is said, being favourable to his pretensions, dispatched a
confidential servant secretly to his camp, who recommended lor
the present his remaining inactive, This transaction did not
escape the notice ol Alfvasiab Khan, and on receiving informa-
ation of it from his emissarics, he determined by a vigorous
measure, at once to bring the matter to issue. Repairing to the
palace, he, in peremplory lerms demanded the dismission of
Mirza Shulfee, and told the king that perceiving his enemies
had formed a plan lo subvert his authority, it was incumbent
on him by every means in his power, to prevent such an act of
injustice.  That with respect to the appearance of Mirza Shuflee
at the capital, he must be called on to assign his matives for
quitting his station on the frontiers wirthout leaze obtained, and
in manifest violation of his oath of allegiance, Afrasiab Khan
conoluded with remarking the improper conduct of the Princess
Khadejee Sultaun, whom he knew acted in concert with his
enemies, and urged the necessily of laying some restraint upon
her ambitious and intriguing spirit. He chacged her with a
design to degrade his majesty’s authority; and finally concluded
his remonsitrance, with a requisition for that princess immedia-
tely to deliver up the fortress of Agrah, with the cannon and
warlike stores contained therein, Shab-Aulum under the restraint
of his minister acquiesced in his demands, and accordingly
Mirza Shuftee was called upon by letter to state his reasons for
having quitted his station, This vigorous measure, though it
alarmed Mirza Shufiee, did not incline him to relinguish his
pursuits, Instead of answering to the charge, he advanced his
camp opposite the Ajimere gate of the city, which he closely
blockaded,

The aspect of affairs was gloomy, The rival chicls were
‘each determined to rest the issue of (heir respective clairas to
the sword, and a sceneof tumult and horror was appreheaded
hy the peaceful inhabitants, At this crisis of alffairs an unexpect.
ad circomstance arose, which defeated the desipns -of tha
prime minister, and gave the palm of success to his opponest,
During the disputes above related, Mahomed Beg Khan
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disttibuted a large sum of money to the troops. His majesty
then invested the Prince Juwaun Bukt with the office of Ameer
Al Omrah, and returned to the palace. But this triumph of the
court way of very shorl duration, and the principal actors in the
late transacHon were soon clestined to experience a sad reverse
of fortune. Indeed every atlempt of this ill-fated monarch to
emancipate himself from  the restraints imposed by his rebellious
servants, seems only in the conclusion to have rendered his situa-
tion more wretched,

Mirza Bhuffee and his associate on quitting Delhi, determined
to seek an asylum in the camp of his inveterate foes. DBut it
must be recollected that circumstances were now materially
altered, He, like them, was a fugitive, and a sense of their common
danger had moreover naturally reconciled the exiled chiefs to a
combination of their mutoal interest, Mahomed Beg, Mirza
Shufee, and Afrasiab Khan, having met in the neighbourhood of
Muttra, after a mutual intercharpe of compliments, drew up a
solemn teeaty to the following effect: 1. An equal division was
to be made of the lands, possessed by the late Nawaub Zulficar
Al Dowla. 2, Mirza Shuflee Khan to be re-instated in the post of
prime minister, and to remain at Delhi, 3, In consideration of
Afrasiab Khan yielding vp his claim to the chief direction of
aflairs, he was to be left in joint authority with Mahomed Beg
Khan, to rule in the Doo Ab and eouth west of the Jumna, The
treaty was concluded by an upanimous assurance of inflicting on
their-enemies the most exemplary punishments, The united
forces of these powerlul chiels then commenced their march to-
wards the capital. On the road they were joined by Pertaub
Row of Macheri, On reaching Fereedabad, a town about twelve
miles south of Delhi, the confederates encamped, and from hence
resolved to dictate to the emperor their own terms.  Agrecably
to this resolution, Mujud Al Dowla was dispatched to court. He
was commissioned in the name of the confederates to declare to
Shah-Aulum, their resolution to maintain their allegiance to his
majesty, but at the same time to the state the necessity of restoring
to Mirza Shuffee Khan, that authority of which by the machin-
ations of his enemies he had been so unjustly deprived.

The arrival of this ambassador created the most alarming
apprehensions in the king's mind. A council was assembled on
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the occosion, when Prince Juwaun Bukt spiritedly proposed to
oppose the rebels by force. He observed to his majesty with
much judgment, that should the rebels obtain their insolent
demands, there was no reasonable ground in future to hope that
any respect would be paid to his majesty, but that traitors, as the
natural effect of an easy compliance, would not rest satisfied with-
out the complete degradation of the royal authority. The prince
was supported in his opinion by the whole council, and Mu.
Pauly affirined that his own force was of itself sufficient to over-
throw and disperse the rebels, But the king with a pusillanimity
totally unworthy of him, which arose from a fear of sustaining
insults should the rebels be successful, rejected the salutary advice
of his son, and commanded him in concert with Mr. Pauly ta
enter into an amicable agreement with the confederates. Many
persons at Delhi scrupled not to affirm, that the king on this
occasion, was swayed by the intrigues carrying on in the haram,
That the Princess Khadejee Sultaun, the aunt of Mirza Shuffee,
had persuaded his majesty to pacific measures, It is most pro-
bable that to the latter cause may be attributed his irresolution.
Pauly and Lutalut therefore, were charged with the negotiation,
and to give appearance of greater cordiality on the part of his
majesty, the Prince Juwaun Bukht was directed to accompany the
commissioners to the rebel camp.. Meanwhile a plan of which
Afrasiab Khan is said to have been the contriver, was agitated in
the councils of the confederates, They agreed to the propositions
for peace, but, ingstigated by a revengeful spirit, descended to the
perpetration of an atrocious act.

A general reconciliation of parties being agreed to, and pro-
perly ratified by the respective signatures, Prince Mirza Juwaun
Bukht, accompanied by Pauly and Lutafut, left the city and pro-
ceeded to the confederate armies. But scarcely had the devoted
victims entered the camp, when a party of horse, who had been
placed in ambuscade, suddenly issuing from their concealment,
attacked and dispersed the followers of the commissioners, seized
and overpowered those unfortunate men, and by a bloody process
struck off the head of Mr, Pauly, and deprived Lutafut of fight.
The army of the rebels then attacked the bhattalions of the
commissioners, whom as they were totally unprepared for the
treachery, were casily overpowered. To the prince they promised
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implicit obedience, and shortly alter in his company entercd the
cily in triumph,

Shah-Aulum, thus reduced, was constrained to receive the
rchels with apparent saiisfaction and marks of respect, Mirza
Shuffec was reinstated in his authority, and the other chiels were
honoured with titles and dignities.

Trom the ascendancy thus acquired by Mirza Shullee, had
he pursued an upright conduct, there was every prospect of his
authority being permanent, But it soon appeared that the late
reconciliation of the contending chiefs was temporary and insincere,
The prime minister, in order to restore tranquillity to the province
of Agrah, which had suffered much by the tumults before men-
tioned, resolved to repair thither in person : he took with him the
prince Solimaun Shekoo, We may recollect the stipulations made
in the treaty of Agrah the preceding year. Mahomed Beg Khan
Hamduni, who deemed himself the principal instrumeat in the
restoration of the minister’s authority, now called on him for the
performance of his agreement. He demanded his shave of the
lands ol the late Zulficar Al Dowla, Mirza Shuffee, whether he
thought his authority too firmly established to be again shaken, or
jealous of divided sway, relused compliance with the terms of the
treaty.

Mahomed Beg Khan, justly incensed at this breach of faith,
gave vent to the natural ferocity of his disposition, and resolved
to take a severe revenge. It is probable, however, that the minister
might have warded off the blow, had he not by an act of equal folly
and injustice, hurried the whole hody of the Mogul nobility into
acts of open hostility. It will be necessary here to develop the
‘canges of sudden revolution which led to the extinction, not only
of his authority, but his life, To an unbounded ambition, Mirza
Shuffee unforiunately added an inextinguishable avarice : actuated
by that unworthy passion, he in a fatal moment delermined to
resume those lands which had been granted by the late Nujulf
Khan as Jaiedad for the maintenance of the troops of the different
Mogul lords. 1In lieu of these, he determined it should hence-
forth be disbursed by monthly payments from the royal treasury.
His commands, when notified to the different chiefs, excited uni-
versal murmurings and discontent, But Mirza Shuffee enforced
obedience to his ‘orders. —Tatal were the consequences which
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followed this rash and impolitic measure, The conmander, irri-
tated at the unworthy treatment, with justice deemed their services
merited a return far different ; and under the impulse of passion,
hurried themselves into the commission of a crime of the blackest
dye, Afvasiab Khan, Mahomed Beg I{han, and other lords,
entered into a conspiracy to assassinate the minister ; and bound
themselves, after the perpetration of the deed, (o place Afrasiab
Khan in the authority of the deceased, and to restore the Jaiedads,
The more cllectually to conceal their intentions, it was agreed to
invite Mirza Shuffee, who was by this time advanced towards
Agraly, to an amicable conference, to reconcile and seltle their
mutual cisputes,

On the 23rd of Seplember of the current year, the two armies
met, and encamped in the neighbourhood of Deig.  Though the
conspiracy we have before related, had been planned with the
ubmost secrecy and caution, it, by some means or other, reached
the cars of Mirza Shulfee’s friends : and previous to the intended
interview, the prime minister was warned of the treacherous
designs of his enemies. But Mirza Shuffee rejected the informa-
tion as a concerted falsehood ; and totally regardless of personal
safety, accompanied by a few follower, he proceeded on his visit,
The army of Mahomed Beg Xhan was drawn out as if ready to
receive and compliment the minister, Fach of the chiefs was
mounted on his elephant ; as the animal on which Mirza Shuffee
rode approached the other, Mahomed Beg Khan, conformable to
established usage, rose up, saluted, and embraced his rival ; but
in the performance of that act, having seized hold of the minister’s
right hand, which was the signal ageed on, Mirza lsmacel Beg,
his nephew, who sat in the Khawass*, plunged a dagger into the
body of the devoted victim, He groaned, fell back, and expired.
A desperate aclion ensued between the armies ; but at length
Afrasiab Khan, exerting his influence, persuaded the troops of the
late minister to join the confederates, The body of Mirza Shuffee
was taken up by his followers, and interred in the fort of
Deig,

OF this event Afrasiab Khan having sent notification to Delhi,
an answer was reccived, expressive of the king’s approbation of

*The Khawass is the back seat on an elephant, in which a person is usually
placed with a Chawyi, or fan. At court, and amongst the nobility, it is deemed
the highest honour 12 be placed there,
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the deed. At the same time a firmaun arrived, which constituted
Afrasiab Khan, Ameer Al Omrah, and moreover gave permission
to appropriate to his own use the effects of the late minister.
Finally, Afrasiab Khan and prirce Solymaun Shekoo were ordered
lo repair to the capital with all possible expedition.

The indifference with which this important trust was conferred
upon Afrasiab, creates a suspicion that the fate which had be-
fallen Mirza Shuffee was not disagreeable to his majesty. A ge-
nerous mind, on this surmise, deplores the humiliating siluation of
a descendant of Timoor, sanctioning acts disgraceful humanity,
and subversive of the principles of moral and social order.

When Mirza Shuflee was assassinated, his brother, Zein Al
Abudeen Khan, was governor of Meerut, The king, tenacious of the
power which he derived from that situation, determined upon his
removal. A mandate was accordingly issued for that noblemans,
appearance at court, He was received with respect, Shah-
Aulum, after condoling with him on the death of his brother,
intimated to him the necessity there was to resign his government,
Zein Al Abudeen, who was a man of impatient temper, in secret
burnt with indignation at this unworthy treatment; at the time,
however, he said nothing; but on retiring from the hall of audience,
he repaired to his own palace, whence he privately departed, Sen-
sible that this conduct would enrage the king, he hastened to
Meerut ; and determined to resist the royal authority, he there
collected around him his friends and dependants,

Intelligence of this defection reaching Afrasiab Khan, he assem-
bled the army, led it to Meerut, and invested the town. He
had determined to have punished the rebel in the most exemp-
lary manner ; this determination was overruled by the advice of
his confidential officers, They rcpresented that his power in the
state was as yét infirm, and it therefore became him first to make
overtures Tor negotiation, to which in all probability, Zein Al
Abudeen would assent, Nor were they deceived in their conjec-
tures. Intimation being given, a treaty was set on foot; and
Zein Al Abudeen consenting to submit to his majesty’s clemency,
was pardoned. He was received at court with honour, and a
stipend out of the royal treasury was allotted for his support,

The prime minister returning to Delhi, was received with great
distinction. He answered Shab-Aulum with protestations of per-
petual attachment; and as proof, presented his majesty with an
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ollering of three lacks of rupees, and some wvaluable Persian
horses.

Cuttnb Al Dowla was now sent to command in Meerut ; and
Nujuff Cooli Khan, son-in-law to the late minister, who had ll
now resided at Meerut, was direcled (o remain at court,

In the beginning of 1784, Major Brown, who had been
commissioned on a deputation to the king by the supreme couneil
of Caloutta, arrived at the capital. The Major was received
with high respect ; and in behalf of the British government, pre-
sented Shah-Avlum a handsome paisheush,

The arrival of this deputation excited varions emotions in the
minds of the Delhians ; some were of opinion that the period was
at hand when Shab-Aulum would return to the protection of his
oldest and, in truth, hiz best friends, the English ;-others again
conjectured that the intent of the embassy was, to arrange with the
minister the concerns of the royal lamily. These, during the late
commotions, had arisen to a height which was truly distressful,
But the real cause of Major Brown’s arvival® was in consequence
of orders he had received from his government, not to decline any
overlure that might be made [or alfording a military aid to the
royal cause. The Seiks had for several years back, by their pre-
datory incwsions into Doo Ab and Rohileund, excited alarm in
the government of Asuf Al Dowla ; and My, Hastings, the British
governor, with his usual discernment, deemed the exertions of the
court of Delhi might, at the present junctuce of afluis, prove a
beneficial counterpoise to the rising power of the Seiks.

Many days had not elapsed since the arrival of Major
Brown, when an event ocourred which created much confision
in the palace, and led, in its future consequences, to concerns of
momentous import.  The heir apparent, prince Mirza Juwaun
Bukht, disgusted at the daily insults he received from the minister,
resolved to throw himself on the protection of the vizir and the
English: he hoped thereby to procure ease to himsell, and an
alleviation (o the distresses of his family. DEscaping from the
palace at midnight, he crossed the Jumna, and repaired to
Lucknow. But as the fortunes of Mirza Juwaun DBukht will
hereafter be detailed in their proper order, it 5 here only
necessary Lo point out the immediate effects of his flight from the

*3pe (e procecdings of parliament on the trial of Mr, Haslings,
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capital,

Afrasialh Khan, conscious of the ill treatment of the unhappy
prince had, through his means, endured, was fearful of the
vizir’s¥ resentment. He thought, therefore, that the most
eflectual means of obviating this would be, to persuade the heir
apparent to return to Delhi. Accordingly, he, in the king’s
name, sent letters to the wvizir and My, Hastings, who was then
at Lucknow, demanding, in terms most peremptory, the irmmedi-
ate return of the [ugitive prince, Although Shah-Aulum, by
affixing his seal to the dispatches, apparently sanctioned the
demands of his minister, it Is certain, that in lis own mind
he was not averse to the escape of his son. If, indeed, his
unhappy situation be thoroughly considered, it is not to be
wondered that he should endeavour by any means in his power
to obtain relief.

Some days after the departure of the letters before mentioned,
Major Brown, the British Ambassador, was requested to proceed
to Lucknow, HHe accordingly repaired thither. Afrasiab
Khan deeming his authority fully established, now threw off the
mask, and exhibited himself in his natural coloms, He first
proposed to the king to march to Agrah, the object of which
he affirmed was the restoration of that province to order, Had
he rested here, it would have redounded to the honour of
Afrasiab; but impelled by a jealousy against Mahomed Beg
Khan totally unwarrantable, he, at the close of the conference,
in vehement language urged the king to revenge the assassina-
tion of the late minister in the punishment of Mahomed Beg.
His majesty perceiving the invidious drift, turned from the
minister with coldness, and retired into his haram.

The source of this extraordinary demand may, without
difficulty, be traced in the rivalship of the two chiefs, Mahomed
Beg Khan, though certainly guilty of an atrocious act, deserved
not punishment from the hands of Afrasiab, It has before becn
seen, that the mminister himself, in conjunction with the Mogul
Sirdars, had urged and stimulated him to the deed; and for
this he was now to become a sacrifice at the shrine of his
imperious coadjutor.

Astonished at the king’s abrupt departure, Afrasiab Khan,

*Asuf Al Dowla.



HISTORY OF SHAH-AULLM n3

in sullen silence, retived to his own palace. QGiving loose to
his resentment, he there determined on a measure equally
vialent and wunjust. At the conference above mentioned, the
MNawaub Mujud Al Dowla had been present.  That nobleman
having endeavoured o dissuade the king from his intended
expedition  to Agrah, the officious remark passed not unmoticed
by the haughty spivit of Afasiab. He directed Nujufl Cooli
Khan, his dependant, to lead a party of guards to the palace
of Muwjud Al Dowla, and seize his person, His orders were
abeyed wilh alacrity, and the unfortunate man again found
himself in the course of a few  short hours reduced from afluence
and command to penury and a prison, HMis property was
seized, and converted to the minister’s use, Mujud Al Dowla
was alterwards conflined in the fort of Agraly, where he died in
1788; not much regretted, except by Sha-Aulum, whose confi-
dence he had so frequently abused by the commission of
oppressive acls upon  his subjects. He was an  intriguing artlul
courticr, avaricious, and insolent. Shah-Aulum, when nform-
el of this outrage, was filled with the deepest indignation.
He resolved therefore, at all events, to throw himself into the
hands aof the Marhattas; and by a foreign aid, to velieve himsell
from the insupportahle insults daily offered him by his own
subjects.



CHAITER VITI

Riseond Progress of MADHAFEE SINDIAH, Ruler of MALWAIL,
JSrom the Establishment of hiv Family in that Prowinge wntif Ms inberfer-
ence tn the Politics of the Cowrt of DELHI—Inirigues of AFRASIAR
KHAN— His Death and Character— SINDIAH 15 made Prime Minisier.

FROM the prececing scones  of parly violence, the reader
will with pleasure Tollow history theough the more edilying detail
of geograpical information,  We shall proceed, therefore, to take
a retrospective view of the Malwah province, in its fluctuating
state under a succession of rulers, But the considerable influence
acquired by Madhajee Sindial in the polites of IMHindostaun,
previously demands attention to the rise and progressive fortunc
of this extraordinary man,

Madhajee Sindiahh Putteel Bahadur was descened from a
Rajpoot family, His father, Ranojee  Sindiah, was an officer in
the service of Bajerow who, in the latter end of the reign of
Rajali Sahoo, was Paishwah of the Marhatta state, The
supinencss and cffeminacy of the court of Delhi, and the
distracted state of the empire toward the close of the reign of
Mahmud Shah, rendered easy the subjugation of the Malwah
province. On that expedition Ranojee Sindiah accompanied
the Paishwah, The services and ability displayed by Ranajee
during the campaign, were rewarded with the management of
the provinee, which was confiemed in jagheer to his descendants
by Rajah Sahoo. Rancjee had four sons :  Appagee, Tagee,
Tookagee, and Sindiah, Appagee was slain in a civil broil in the
Jynaghur province; Tookagee and Tagee perished in the memora-
ble battle of Panniput in 1762,

Sindiah, in that action, though only seventcen years of age,
displayecd a penins and epirit which well foretold his future
greatness; being desperately wounded, and unable to follow the
route of the few survivors of the Marhatta army, he was secretly
taken care of in the camp of the Abdalles, Recovered from his
wounds, he was privately removed from this asylum, and by
his protectors conveyed into Deccan. He then assumed the
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government of his patvimonial citate of Oungein, From his
intense application to business, aided by the endowments ofa
vigorous mind, he soon acquired considerable influence in the
Marhatla stete; and was carly considered as one of the principal
Jagheer Dars.  In 1770, he accompanied Holkar and Beesajee
into Hindostaun, where his actions have been recorded in the
preceding pages.

Malwah®, the greater pact of which s the inheritance of
the Sindiah family, is in length twe hundred aned forty-five cos,
in breadth two hundred and thirty., On the north it is bounded
by the Agimere Scobah; on the south by Baglanah; on the east
by part of Agrah and Allahabad; and on the west by Guzerat,
The principal rivers that low  through this fectile and extensive
tract, are the Chumbul, the Sind, and the Nerbuddah: but it
iz watered by many other smaller streams. Though higher
than the rest of Hindostaun, the land of Malwah iz in general
fertile; in it arc reared numerous herds of cattle; and it abounds
in opium, indigo, and tobacco.—In [ormer times the vevenues
were compuled at four millions sterling; this, of late years,
however, has been mouch reduced; and even Sindiah, in his
collections, can realisc only a million.

The Patan princes of the race of Khuljee having conquered
that province from the Hindoos, fixed their seat of government
at Mando*. Tt was during the long and glorious reign of the
renowned Akbar, that Malwah was graduvally alisnated from  the
Patans, —Having annexed it to his empire, it remained in his
family undl the close of the reign of Mahmud Shah,

The Zemindars and soldiers of fortune here, as in other
parts of the empire, during this turbulent period, divided amongst
them the different provinces. Out of these arose several indepen-
dent states; those states encroaching upon the imperial authority,
by degrees threw off all but a nominal allegiance to the house
of Timoor.—Hence, the authority of the Soobah became frequent-
ly circumscribed to the environs of that city, which he chase

*Far the following detail of the Malwah province, the author is happy io
confess his obligations to Major Gharles Feynolds, surveyor general on the
Bombay establishment, who fuenistied him with the materials collected by
.’rlimwcll)lon the spoi.

* A large city, fifty miles distant from Ougein.
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for his residence. The Rajah of Chundeely, descended from the
ancicnt princes of the country, seized on the north-east parts; the
southern werc occupied by the Keeches. To the westward the
petty Zemindars of Annuntwarah and Scoudunah assumed the
stile of independent princes; and in the centre of the province
was erected the nabobship of Bopaul.

Whilst these rebels were bidding defiance to the royal
authority, a new and more formidable enemy, the Marhattas,
soon destroyed the hopes of those petty sovereigns, and made
themselves masters of the whole province. At this period,
Kullich Khan, the famous Nizam Al Mooluk, was governor of
Deccan.  He also, disgusted at the levity which stigmatized the
councils of the court of Delhi, resolved to render himself
independent, To avert, however, the vengeaunce of the royal
arms, he secretly invited the Marhattas to an invasion of the
Malwal province. Delighting in predatory warfare, the propo-
sal was received with avidity. The immense Marhatta host was
commanded by Bajerow, Rajah Gheerdir directed the imperial
forces., Desperate was the battle which soon ensued; but
victory declaring [or the invaders, with incredible rapidity they
overran hoth Malwah and the rich province of Guzerat; and
their viclorious arms were afterwards carried to the confines of
Beianah and Agimere.

The petly soverigns who had assumed independancy, in
consequence, obliged to yield up the best part of their possessions,
were reduced to the payment of an annual tribute; but the
Nabob of Bopaul and a few other Rajahs were still permitted
to retain a part of their territories, and to exercise over them
an authority subordinate to the controul of the Marhatta govern-
ment.

Malwah was then divided into three shares: the first was
allotted to Bajerow; the second to Marhatta prince, Rajah Sahoo;
the third to the family of Mulhar Holkar. Sindiah, as we have
seen, inherited that part of the province bestowed on his father
by Bajerow. But by a train of successful operations, he was
enabled to appropriate to himself a considerable portion of the
Circar lands. Tookajee Holkar, who inherits the third division.
of the Malwah province, since his accession has resided at
Indore, a city thirty miles distant from Ougein, ;
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Ougein, the modern capital of Malwah, is situated on the
eastern bank of the Sipree river, in 1at.23.12 N.and long.75.58.W,
The city is, from its antiquity, of considerable note in the empire,
The monuments which it exhibits of the piety and superstition of
its Hindoo sovereigns, are still regarded with veneration ; nor have
the Patan emperors contributed less to its embellishment.  Among
a variely of grand and a venerable ruins, travellers mention with
applause an edifice erected by Nassiv Al Deen Khuljee in the
ninth century of the Mahomedan era. About one mile and a
half east of the city is a large gloomy building of an octangular
form, and the whole of the materials of stone, Its foundation is
an artificial island, which is formed by a deviation of the
western channel of the stream in the bed of the Sippree,
and is connected with opposite bank by a stone bridge of sxteen
arches. The building consists of a variety of spacious chambers,
constructed upon a level with the water @ thvoughout these, by
means of reservoirs, the water is conveyed in different channels,
and hence, by artificial cascades, discharges itself into the Sippree
in pleasing murmurs. The apartments in this delightful retreat
are cool and salubrious. To each recess are fastened rings of
iron for the purpose of attaching purdahs, or sereens made of the
aromatic root called Khuss, These, when sprinkled with water
from without, not only give an agreeable coolness to the entering
air, but entirely exclude the inclemency of the sultry season,
‘We have before remaked that, among persons of distinction, this
luxury is common throughout Hindestaun, Into these watery
abodes, when desirous of repose, and fatigned witlhh the toils of
state, the princes of the house of Khuljee were accustomed to
retive. During the periodical rains, the lower parts of this build-
ing are entirely overflowed, and an amazing force of water acts
against it ; but so great were the pains bestowed on its erection,
and the materials of such wonderful solidity, that after a lapse of
three centuries it remains entire, and still continues to attract the
admiration of the spectator.—We resume, after this digression, the
thread of our narration,

Sindiah, on his return from Hindostaun in 1774, employed
his utmost exertions to extend his influence, and enlarge his patri-
monial territory. Bold and aspiring in his views, he pursued the
plans of his future aggrandisement with ardour and unremitting
perseverance, He had greatly increased his revenues, and rend-
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ered his country highly flourishing, when six years afterwards
was formed the grand Marhatta confederacy, Joining with that
league, he became a principal actor in the scene, in which it was
vainly hoped to have overthrown the British empire in the Rast.
It was, however, happily dissolved, and the scheme vendered
abortive, by the protptitude and vigour of the British councils,
aided by the brilliant ascendancy acquired by British arms under
auspices of Coote and Goodard.

Sindiah, who during that memorable contest had exhibited
the conduct of an active and able leader, on its conclusion,
turned his arms aguingt Gohud*., In 1782, at the head of a
numerous and well-appointed army, he entered that province for
a second tme, and with a fairer prospect of success than in his
former expedition.

The reigning prince, Rajah Chutter Sing, fearful of the issue,
endeavoured, by soliciting an alliance with the British government,
to avert the impending storm. Accordingly, by his ambassador
at Calcutta, in recompense for an interference of the English in
his behalf, he promised an annual Nuzeranah of four lacks of
rupees. It does not however appear that such an alliance was,
at the present juncture, deemed acceptable to the Supreme
Government of Bengal. Although Sindiah’s extensive views of
conguest, and the notoriety of his ambition, were to the council
objects of sufficient magnitude to excite alarm, still the fidelity
which that prince had invariably observed in his transactions
with the British nation, his nprighiness, and, above all, his faithful
and steady adherence fo treaties, had impressed the minds: of
government with sentiments highly favourable toward him,

The alliance with the Ranah was, therefore, rejected : but it
was deemed eligible by the council to endeavour effecting an ami-
cable compromise betwixt the contending parties, Consonant to
this resolve, Mr. David Anderson*, the British ambassador at

*A provinee situated about sixty coses west of Agrah, and originally ruled by
Rajpoot princes,

*To the Zealous and faithful exeriions of this gentleman, as well as those of
his brother, Mr, James Anderson, who succeeded him, may be chiefly aseribed
the conciliatory conduct of the Marhatta government, at a momentous and
inferesting period, in enteripg into an alliance which has hitherto been
preserved with fidelity on their part. Seethe reports of the select com-
mittee on the second Marhatta war,
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Sindiah’s Durbar, was directed to ascertain his sentiments in
regard to the proposed mediation, But Sindiah, cither in consg-
quence of repeated breaches of faith on the part of Chutter Sing,
was animated with a spirit of personal resentment against him ;
or, impelied by a desire long entertained of extending his domin-
ions, declined the proffered interference. After a desultory war-
farc of two years, the reduction of Gehud was finally effected ; and,
on the 24th of Nov, 1784, Rajah Chutter Sing surrendered him-
self to his opponent.

Sindiah having thus acquired the province of Gohud, now dir-
ected his whole attention to the affairs of Delhi, During the
transactions before mentioned, he had maintained a correspondence
with' Mirza Shuffee Khan, That nobleman entering into his views,
had promised him his entire assistance and support in its execution,
But on his arrival on the north of the Chumbul with an army of
thirty thousands men, Sindiah heard of the death of his associate,
Deeming the opportunity for which he had so long and so anxi-
ously fouglit, now arrived, he, from his present station, cdispatched
letters to the court of Delhi, In these, after declaring his intentions
af restoring the royal family to its former splendour, he made a
request to Shah-Aulum to remove with his court to Agrah ; at
which place, the Marhatta chief informed his majesty, he would,
to the satisfaction of all parties, arrange and settle the aairs of
the empire.

Afrasiab Khan, on receipt of these letters, laid them before
‘the king, and vrged his majesty to an immediate compliance with
the contents.  Shah-Aulum, who for a long time possessed neither
influence nor autherity, assented to the proposal, and the royzl
tents were ordered to be got ready, The prime iminister, after
nominating Nujuff Cooli Khan to the government of the fort and
-city of Delhi, pitched his camp without the walls. On the ensy-
‘ing day, the army took the route to Agrah, .

The high pitch of authority to which the minister had -arisen,
gave him entire contronl in the state ; and whilst his order of
march in this expedition was marked with the most luxurious
extravagance, inconvenience and distress attended the family of
‘his sovereign,—On the march, the prime minister received letters
-from the vizir and the British governor * general®,  Actuated by

*Mr, Hustings
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the impulse of a liberal mind, those powers, on the present occa-
sion, urged in the most pressing terms the release of the Nuwaub
Mujud Al Dowla ; and recommended to the minister a different
treatment to his unhappy sovercign, But the unrelenting spirit
of Afrasiab was not to be softened ; intreaties or threats were to
him alike indifferent, Mujud Al Dowla was ordered into a
closer confinement ; and Afrasiab Khan, leading the emperor in
triumph, encamped under the wells of Agrah,

Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani had taken a strong position
about foriy miles from that place, and the Marhatta prince was
now advanced to Futty Pore.

Such was the situation of the contending parties, when
Sindiah opened a negotiation with Mahomed Beg. Anxious to
acquire a thorough knowledge of the sentiments of the Mogul
nobility, and to learn the extent of their different views and ex-
pectations, Sindizh proceeded in a manner cautious and circum-
spect : as.a preliminary step, he called on Mahomed Beg to excul.
pate himself from the charge of murder. In extenuation of his
crime, that nobleman threw the odium of the transaction upon
the prime mimister. He had alleged, and truly, that Alrasiab
Khan had not only instigated him to the deed, but bound himself
by the most solemn ties to support him in it when executed.
Regarding himself, Mahomed Beg professed a ready obedience to
the commands of the Marhatta, and that if he would so far inter-
fere as to procure the king's pardon, he would henceforth  attach
himsell to his fortunes. Meanwhile he declared his intention of
remaining quiet in his present position.—To these insinuations,
Sindiah in reply declared that, satisfied with such a declaration,
Mahomed Beg might rely on his interference in procuring the
pardon required. Whilst the above negotiation was pending,
Afrasiab Khan belield the motions of Sindiah with a watchful
and jealous eye: suspecting an accession of influence from the
_submission of Madomed Beg, he prepared to circumvent it by a
counter truwpc But these designs were frustrated by an accident
which at once put a period to his ambition and lﬁsl life,

- To relate with ‘precision. the particulars of this event, we muit
recur to the situation of Zein Al Abudeen. That nobleman, the
reader will recollect to have been forgiven: but ﬂf’rminl:rﬂw:ll_knn-
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wing his disposition,would not be easy while he remained at liberty;
on this account he had hitherto been detained in, what by the nati-
ves of Hindostaun was deemed, an honourable confinement, Upon
the first letters, however, that passed between Afrasiab Khan and
Sindiah, at the particular request of the latter, Zein Al Abudeen
was released. He appeared in the camp, but resolved to be
avenged of his brother’s death. .An occasion goon offered, ' In
the month of November, an interview took place in the ' wvicinity
of Futty Pore between Sindiah and Afrasiab Khau After the
usual interchange of civilities; Sindiah returned to his own camp,
Rajah Himmut Behadur and several other officers of the army
having likewise taken leave, there remained in the tent Zein Al
Abudeen and Afrasiab Khan,

Zein Al Abudeen, whose plan was already formed, now enter-
ed into copversation with the minister. In terms apparently
cordial, and in the most respectful manner, he proposed to him
for the future to live upon a more amicable footing ; expressed his
wish that all former differences should be forgotten, and urged
the necessity of hencelorth consolidating their mutual interests,

Suspended at the unexpectedness of this address, Afrasiab
Khan remained for a time absorbed in silence. But about to
have replied, Zein Al Abudeen, with fury in his countenance,
rose from his seat, a signal, upon which Maddoo Beg came up,
-and plunged his dagger into the breast of the devoted minister,
‘He expired on thespot.~—A violent tumult ensuing, several persons
were slain; but Zein:@ Al Abudeen having effected his escape,
fought and found protection in the: camp of Sindiah.

Thus perished Afrasiab Khan, a man of turbulent disposition
‘and impetuous manners ; but with great personal bravery, he
‘possessed  abilities for war. Zulficar Al Dowla having adopted
“him into his family, trained him to arms. Considerable were the
“services which he rendered the state, whilst under the gmdance
of his patron; deprived of his salutary counsels, the passion of
Afrasiab, always uncontrollable, hurried him into measures the
most bold and sapnguinary. The cause of his ruin may be traced
“to' his unghardedness in permitting Zein Al Abudeen to recover
‘his liberty, In that instance circumspect, he n:nght perhapa ha:ve
‘ternminated his career happily: ]
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The conduct of the Marhatta chief in countenancing Zein Al
Abudeen after the perpetration of so foul a crime, calls loudly for
the severest reprehension ; it is a strong presumptive proof that he
was accessory to the deed. In recording the transactions of a
wicked and dissipated court, the impartially of history demands
the strictest scrutiny ; whilst the multiplied assassinations which,
in later times, have disgraced the politics of Delhi, in a reflecting
and susceptible mind, must excite horror.

When the tumult occasioned by Afrasiab Khan’s death had
subsided in he camp, Himmut Behadur and the Mogul officers,
as if by preconcerted agreement, repaired to the tents of the
Marhatta chief. After complementing him on the death of
his rival, they assured him of their unanimous support in his
administration of affairs:- they doubted not but his majesty would
confer. on him the office of Ameer Al Omrah, for which he was
50 eminently qualified, These assurances Sindiah received
with real. satisfaction; and the two armies having joined, he led
ithe united forces to Agrah. We must now for a while turn aside
to the situation of the king, who, during the late negotiations, had
remained in the fort of Agrah.

. The Nawaub Mujud Al Dowla, who, as before remarked,
was i confined by order of the late minister, hearing of his rival’s
death; persuaded the Killadar of Meerut to connive at his escape,
This being. effected, he, in company with Cuttub Al Dowla, visi-
ted. the king. Shah-Aulum received him with kindness, and
directed him, to remain  near the presence, This would in all
probability have led to an immediate réturn of his honours and
_i;mploymcnts, had not his enemy, - Shuja Dil Khan, governor of
Agrah, in conjuction with Rajah Daieram, endcavourcd to

.mpress the king’s mind with suspicions of his fidelity. Biit
their malice failed of effect; for the king, convinced that there was
'no reason to suspect Mujud Al Dowla of any disloyal mt&utmus,

heard their rcmonstrances with dlsgust zmd com manded them to
c'lesxst i et y

l{{

But . the msob:.nl: ‘anner .in whlch they had ﬁngctl k‘:h.Glr

‘demands; convinced . Shab-Aulum that he-was entirely in 'their

power; rand; having' little to shope.for any tespect: from-thém in
future, he resolved to quit Agral altogether, @ The arpival of
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Sindish would, he hoped and expected, speedily afford him
the means of punishing their presumption.  But in order to leave
no room for those noblemen to suspect his intentions, he orderecl
the greater part of his family to remain behind; then taking
Mujud Al Dowla along with him, his household troops escorted
him to Delhi. !

Mahomed Beg Khan, to whose situation we must now recur,
remained, during the late transactions, in his entrenched camp.
Sindiah, on Afrasiab’s death, wrote 1o Mahomed Beg to repair
to Agrah, A conference ensucd, and a pension of 16,000
rupees per month was allotted for his support out of the revenues
of Shekooabad. A few days after, Sindiah, with his usual
policy, resolved to employ the abilities of hiz newly-acquired
dependant on a distant expidition. By removing Mahomed Beg
from the scene of action in Hindostaun, he effectually prevented
any cabals for counteracting his own designs; and the probabi-
lity of his being ta.kcn off while employed on active service was
an additional motive in the mind of this politic chiel. He therefore
requested of Mahomed Beg to proceed to the conguest of Rhago
Ghur, a strong {ortress in Decean, and bordering upon Sindiah's
patremonial estate. The country of Keetchwara,in which the before-
mentioned fortress is situated, was then in 2 state of actual
rebellion; and to Mahomed Ecg was committed the double charge
of reducing it under obedience to Sindiah and the subsequent
management of the districts, Having made the necessary
preparations for his departure, Mahomed Beg Khan, accompanied
by 5000 men, proceeded on his expedition to Rhago Ghur.

The greater part of the Mogul nobility having by this time
declared for Sindiah, he now repaired with confidence to the
capital. His expectations were fully answered; for, whether
Shah-Aulum, disgusted at the thraldom in which he had been
held since the death of Nujuff Khan, expected by a change in
the government to experience some repose, or whether . he, on
this occasion, made a wirtue of necestity, has niot been clearly
ascertained, To Sindiah, however, the ‘evenr proved highly
favourable. In the month of - January, the Marhatta chief
entered Delhi. He was received by the king with every d:mun-
stration of satisfaction, and treated with distinguished honour. . In
full Durbar, his majesty invested him with the office of Ameer
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Al Omrah; and as an addidonal mark of favour, ordered a
patent . to be made out for the Paishwah of the Poonah Durbar,
(under whose authority Sindiah professed to act) constituting
him Vakeel Mutluck*, or Absolute Dircctor General of the
affairs of the Empire, with the Neabut of that office to Sindiah
himself. On receiving his honorary dress, the new minister
presented offering ol five lacks of rupees, and retired from the
presence.

*The office of Vakeel Mutluck in Hindostaun is paramount almost o sovereign

authority, in as much ns it émpowers the person holding that office 1o raise troops
at pleasure, It may appear remarkiible that the Paishwah, who is the head of the
Marhatta empire, should deem it any acquisition 1o his autharity to receive an
office from what he copsidered a3 coming from. a1 nominal emperor of Hindo-
siaun: yet it should be remembered, that’ héwever weak and impotent the
preserit descondent of Timbar i esteemed, 30 still .continues, and ever will
continue, a desirable ohjecr-among the native 'powers to make use of his name
towirds completing their dwn aggrandisement, ~
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DURING the late violent commotions, the provinces had fallen
into disorder and decay. Their restoration was the first ohject
to which the attention of the new minister was directed. The
office bf Dewaun, or superintendent of the revenues, had long
been under the management of Daieram, His conduct of late
had in many instances, been highly reprehensible; but his beha-
viour towards the king at Agrah, determined Sindiah to remove
him from office, The Dewanship was accordingly bestowed on
MNarain Dass, a person of capacily, and a skilful financier.
Remaining a short time at Delhi, during which he disposed of
several offices and employments, Sindiah assembled the army for
the reduction of Agrah.

The commencement of the current year was marked by the
departure of the British governor general from India, In quite-
ing this important trust, Mr, Hastings had the satisfaction to
perceive himself followed by the unanimous good wishes of the
princes of Hindostaun, and the prayers of the natives, On the
present occasion, the king, the vizicr of the empire, the nazim
of Deccan and the court of Poonah, all zent letters to Caleutta;
in those were expressed their regret for the governor’s departure,
and contained moreover most ample testimonies of the high
opinion they entertained of his abilities, integrity, and good
faith*. .

#*Time, which removes the veil from the intrigues of policy, has evinced, . that the
ideas entertained by the natives of India, of that illusirious charncicr, were just.
Fiis countrymen lave beheld with a salisfacton, almost upiversil, the honourn:
ible:award of a Brifish Senate ; an'award noless honourable to the character of
Mr.. i than, grateful to his miad, harassed. by the degradiog  circume-
stanced attendant on a prosccution, which is without parallel in'the arnals of

dq-' . . . N | :
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On the arrival of the army helore Agrah, Sindiah summoned
the governor to surrender the fort, He declared also, that by a
resistance to the royal authority, the governor could have no
hope for pardon. Treating the summons with contempt, Shujah
Dil Khan prepared for a vigorous resistance, Sindiah commen-
cing his approaches, two batteries were soon opened, and began
to play upon the fort with considerable effect. Part of the
curtain was thrown down, and several guns within dismounted,
The governor in the meantime was not idle, He repaired the
breaches with incessant activity, and by his own  spivited behavi-
our animated the garrison, A month had elapsed when Shujah
Dil Khan, foreseeing the ultimate reduction of the place,
endeavoured, by an act of assumed respect, to mollify Shah-
Aulum. That part of the royal family who, as before seen
remained in the fort of Agrah, were now liberated, afdd sent
with an escort to Delhi, which they reached without moles-
tation.

Sindiah perceived that the siege advanced but slowly; he
hoped therefore, that by opening a negotiation with some lea-
ding men among the besieged, to gain them over to his interests,
‘The event answered his wishes, The Cutwal and several other
officers having been bribed by a large sum of money and a
promise ol personal security, agreed to deliver up one of the gates
of the fort. On a preconcerted signal, a select body of troops
presenting themselves, were admitted by the treacherous Cutwal,
and, before the governor or his associate Daieram could receive
information, were overpowered and taken prisoners.  They were
immediately put into close confinement, and sent off to the
camp. Sindish, when possessed of the fort by not peemitting it
to be plundered, acted with becoming policy; he however, exac-
ted consideradle sums [rom the most wealthy inhabitants, which
he distributed as a largess to the army. Ofthe whole of the
possessions of the late Afrasiab Khan there now remained only
Ali Ghur, That fort iz situated in the upper part of the Doo
Ab. It had been fortified with great care, and in it were
deposited the family and treasures of the deceased Nuwaub,
JJahaungire Khan, his brother, commanded in Ali Ghur, He
‘had a strong garrison, and the sicge was: expected to be long and
Dbloody.  Farly in the month of July of the current year
Sindiah appeared before the place, Contrary, however, to all
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expectation, it held out but a short time, It has been imagined
that the fears of the women, lor the preservation of their honour
and eflfects, had inclined the Killadar to pacific  measures.
Certain it is thar Jehaungire Khan, signifying his readiness to
negotiate, a treaty was accordingly drawn up, and agreed w by
the respective parties. « To Khadim FHoesseen Khan, eldest son
of the deceased Nuwaub, a jaghire was allotted, amountingto a
yearly revenue ol a lack and a hall of rupzes. . To the Begums
were promised an honourable asylum, and to Jehangire Khan
personal safety. It appears, however, that this treaty was very
ill adhered t by the Marhatta Chief; for on the place being
surrendered, the Begums and Jehangire Khan were sent under
a strong guard to the fort of Gwalior, and there detained in
confinement. The young Nuwaub, indeed, was received by
Sindiah with great attention, and directed to remain in the royal
camp, Sindiah then took possession of the fort, and with it
the whole of the treasures of Afrasiab Khan, amounting, as it
has been affirmed, in specie, jewels, and valuable articles o a
crore of rupces,

The [all of Ali Ghur established the minister’s authority on a
firm and sclid basis, Having belore reduced under obedience the
greater part of the Doo Ab and the countries south-west of the
Jumna, he now found himsell master of the whole of the possess-
ions of the late Zulficar Al Dowleh, with an acquisition of revenue
of two crore of rupees.

Intelligence of these important successes reaching Delhi, Shah-
Aulum demonstrated his satisfaction by signal - macks of fayour.
These were conveyed to the primé mﬂﬂ}ﬂtm in three hundred
supech Khilluts,-to be distributed by him to .the officers of the
army, Nor was Sindiah less liberal in his return.  Twelve lacks
of rupees were allotted for the support of the king's huuachu]d
and he moreover sent rich present to court.

About 'this time the prince Juwaun Bukht, the heir. apparmt,
then residing at Benares, forwarded to court a paishcush of one
lack of rupees, This testimony of attention afforded great con-
solation to the king’s mind. He now, for the first time since the
death of Zulficar Al Dowlah, experienced some. repose  from the
turnultuous cabals which had so long disgraced his court, anﬁ
filled him with inquictude and anguish, b
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The departure of Mr. Hastings having occasioned some
changes in the British administration, perspicuity requires that we
bring under one head such transactions under that government as
bear relation to the court of Delhi; during the current year, Sir
Jobn Macpherson succeeded Mr. Hastings in .the chair. That
gentleman, equally well inclined with his predecessor to pay
every attention in his power to the king’s interest, took an early
opportunity of signifying the same. He confirmed to the Shah
Zadah the generous aid he had received the preceding year, and
through him assured his majesty, that the British government
would, on all reasonable occasions, extend their aid in support of
his authority.

On the part of Sindiah Mr, James Anderson had succeeded
his brother as ambassador to that Durbar. Major Brown, who
had resided at court for some time past, was now recalled,

On the side of Oude, Major Palmer, who had resided at the
court of Asuf Al Dowla the two preceding years, was now, at his
own request, removed. To him succeeded Colonel Harper, who
took an early opportunity of paying attention to the king, which
he signified Ly letters accompanied on the part of the governor
general by a paishcush suitable to the occasion.

From these disgressions we return to affairs at court. - After
the capture of Ali Ghur, Sindiah repaired to Delhi, where, on his
arrival, ' his' ‘whole eare and attention were directed to restoring
good order to the government, in all* affairs, both foreign and
domestic. . -

_ Shah»-leam Al Decn a conﬁdantlal servant of the minister, was
appm_n_t_ed to the superintendance of the royal household, to which
his majesty added the goyernment of the fort and city of Delhi;.
++.‘Toward-the close oftlie ciurent year died Zabita Khan, ruler
. of Sehaurunpore, a man,  whose long and active life had been
marked with a variety of alternate success and misfortune,

‘Taken comparatively - with, his. father Najeeb Al Dowlah,
Zabita Khan appears to have been of inferior capacity ; his frequent
rebellions; and  the mative turbulency of his temper, had totally
estranged from him the king’s:mind, and the aceount of his death
was received. at «court with. indifferences ARSI,

ZaBita Khan was aumeeded i hig ‘tervitories: by hlS cldest sori
Gholaum Gaudlr Khan. = He:was & youth)  proud; cruel; iand
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ferocious. His first act on assuming the government was the
expulsion of his uncle Afzul Khan. This nobleman was at the
time advanced in years, and admired for his exemplary manners, -
On his degradation Gholaum Caudir ordered his effects to be
seized and confiscated. This bold assumption of the government,
without consulting the court, or petitioning for a. continuation of
the Sunnud, agreeable to the established usage of Hindostaun,
gave great offence to the king. But Gholaum Caudir, well aware
of the consequences, prepared to support his rebellion by open
violence., The fort of Ghose Ghur was accordingly put into a
state ol defence, and the means ol assembling a considerable force
was afforded him by the confiscation of his uncle’s property.

In those acts Gholaum Caudir exhibited the first symptoms of
that diabolical spirit which designated the actions of his future
life. To him it was reserved to disgrace the house of Timoor,
and to add the last outrage to the miseries of a long and most
unfortunate reign, But previous to entering into a detail of the
intrigues of Gholaum Caudir, we must for a while carry
forward the affairs of Sindiah, and his operations with the neigh-
bouring states.

Intelligence of the defection of Gholaum Caudir had scarcely
arrived at court, when the prime minister was alarmed by an
account of the rebellious designs of the Jynaghur prince.  Pertaub
. Sing, informed of the late transactions at Ghose Ghur, had at the

: .sa‘me m:ﬁb wmhhcld his accustomed tribute. He thought the

present oppdrbumty favourable to a design long ‘entertained of
rendering himself md;:penda.l;lt Sindiah prepared to. subdue him
by force but the adyice of tlie Rajah’s confidential servants preven-
ted for the present matters proceeding to extremity. They, fore-
seeing ruin to his cause while Sindiah continued so powerful in
the state, persuaded Pertaub Sing to desist, Their advice was
attended with effect, The tribute was sent, and an additional
paishcush which accompamcd it appeared the resentment of‘ Shah-
Aulum,

Respected on all sides by the r;'.ountry powers, this fortunate
Marhatta chief now saw with exultation his authority arrived
at its hlghest extent, The factious spirit which had been | exhibi-
ted by the Mogul nobility was quelled ; und Sindiah’s ‘subsequent
conduct toward that powerful body contributed both to reconcile
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them to his cause, and attach them to his person. Thus eligibly
situated, had Sindiah properly appreeiated his good fortune, he
might have secured a power complete and unimpaired to the end.;
Unfortunately, however, a spirit of avarice gaining ground in his
breast, inclined or impelled him to deviate from that line of liberal:
policy by which, at the first advance of his authority, he had been
wisely guided, This deviation led in its consequences to events of
a most serious nature, and had well nigh proved the utter destrucs
tion of the ainister. But in order to explain the causes of an act.
which, in its execution, was followed by a revolution in the state,
it will be here necessary to detail in .a more particular manner
the nature and tenure of the Jaiedads, or, as known in Hindostaun
those lands which are appropriated for the support of the
troops.

In most of the courts of India, certain portions of land are
set apart for the payment of the army ; these are termed Jaiedads,
a tenure which secures to the possessor a sure and ‘easy collection:
they are made over to the commanding officers, who, exclusive of
the advantages the derive from these assignments in realising their
pay, are moreover enabled to retain a numerous body of depen-
dants. These increased their consequences in the state, and not
unfrequently afforded them the means of personal, safety, when
their turbulent ambition led them to-tebel against their sovereign,
It was these Jaiedads that the Minister determined to resume ;

and for the causes before' mentioned, their resumption at this junc-
ture was equally ~dangerous, impolitic, and -unjust: yet did
Sindiah persist jand though having the examples of Mirza Schuffee
and othm-s of his predecessors‘before his eyes; he, with. a, pertins
acity approaehmg to,infatuation, carried his resolves into effect;
Qonmderab[c myrmurs there were, but the great force of Mat-

“hattas. kept up by the minister, prevented for the. present any open

act of  h tility on tha part of the Mogul officers.  Insecnet; how-
ever,: ﬁrcd, wﬂ.h resgntmtnt, they resolved on vengeance, The
blow was gradually preparing, . About this time Naraieen Dauss,
who; since the death of Afra51ab Khan, had conductqd:-thc aﬁ'alrs
of the Kh : :

cmploymcnt
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Such repeated acts of injustice excited extreme disgust, Rajah
Himmut Behadur, who had so eminently assisted the designs of
Sindiah, was not to last to experience an ungrateful return,  An
account of his Jaiedad, together with certain balances, said to be dus
to the royal treasury, were demanded of him in the most peremptory
terms, But Himmut Behadur, indignant at the controul atterpted
to be exerted over him, resolved to withhold all future support
from his ungrateful associate, Quitting the court, therefore, ha
withdrew to his estate’ near Bindrabund, and prepared for
resistance, The downfall of the minister’s authority was acceleras
ted by a pupture with the Rajah of Jynaghur, against whom a war
now seemed inevirable.

Pertaub Sing, though himsell of weak capacity, and enervated
by efeminate pleasures, had nevertheless, during a long  interval
ol peace, increased the revenues,and extended the commerce of his
country, He now resolved openly to declare his independance of
the court ; and having, asa prelude to his rebellion, withheld the
customary tribute, he began to collect forees, and prepare himself for
the consequences.  But previous to entering into a detail of the war
against Jynaghur, we must recur for a while to the situation of
Mahomed Beg Hamdani, who bore a considerable share in that war.
Mahomed Beg, the reader will recollect, had been sent into the
country of Kitchwara, where having reduced the fortress of Ragho
Ghur,; and settled the affairs of the province, he remained in that
station for three years, Sindiah now ordered him to the capital;

“where he agrived at the commencement of the current years, = As
he brought with him & considerable body of his Mogul troops, the
minister received him in a mansdr apparently cordial j but dreads
ing his power and -influcuce  ‘whilst ‘at the head of an army,
endeavoured  to persuade him to - disband his troops.  To .this
Mahomed Beg gave a positive refusal ; and the intelligence of the
revolt of Pertaub Sing arriving at court, deterred the  Marhatta
prince from enforcing compliance, © Mahomed Beg, wha retainéd
in his breast a deep resentment, was resolved, as opportunity
should weccur, of gratifying it to the full extent. . He had since
his ‘return entered into a correipondence with the prinde jof
Jynaghur,  which was terminated by an alliance with that chief,
Meanwhile Sindiah having made the necessary preparations.: fob
the -campaign, committed the care of the capital fo'his deputy
Shah Nuzam Al Deen, and marched towards Jynaghurs: Pertaub
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Sing, attended by a numerous army, which he had recruited by
alliances with several of the neighbouring Rajpoot princes, was
encamped on the frontiers of his dominions. The efect of that
disgust, long entertained by the Mogul officers, now began to
manifest itself to the detriment of the prime minister. = Scarcely was
he arrived in the presence of the enemy when he received inform-
ation of a defection among his own troops. The Mogul nobility,
headed by Mahomed Beg Khan, had secretly entered into engage-
ments with Pertaub Sing, whose splendid offers of money and
employment in his service at once gratified their avarice, and
afforded them the means of being revenged for the ipdignities
they had sustained from the Marbatta prince. Through the
agency of Rajah Daieram a treaty was lormally drawn up, by
which it was seitled, that on the approach of the minister’s army,
Mahomed Beg and other Mogul lords should join Pertaub Sing.
Accordingly, attended by their whole force, they, in the face of
Sindiah’s army, went over to the enemy. Astonished, but not
dismayed at this treacherous act, Sindiah with his remaining force
hestitated not to give instant battle. The action which ensued
was long and bloody ; but Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani having
been slain by a cannon ball, the Moguls received a check, and
were thrown into some confusion. Pertaub Sing, informed of this
accident, hastened to the spot, and conferred the command of the
Moguls upon Ismaeel Beg, nephew of the deceased chief, Ismaeel
Beg renewing the combat with ardour, soon recovered from the dis-
order and restored by success of the day, But the events would
have:still emained doubtful, had not some disciplined battalions,
formerly in the service of Alrasiab Khan, at this critical moment,
saddenly gone ovér to the enemy, by which the Marhattas were dis-
pirited beyond repair, The affair was immediately decided ;
Sindiah retreated from the field with expedition, and was obhgad to
take refuge in the fort of Alwar, the capital of his ally, the prince of
Macheri, . That chief received the fugitive with cordiality and
respect ;- but the severe check which Sindiah’s authority had sus-
tained in the loss of the late battle; and the dispersed state of the
Marhatta arm,y, convmccd him that he could not long hold ‘his
situation. .at court. : Collecting, therefore, the remains of his
.dxscomﬁtcd forces;” he: quitted Alwar,. -and retiring southward
across the! Chumbul, repaired to Guahor, there to wait- for rein=
forcements from Decean. - : :
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Had the Jynaghur prince on this occasion made a proper use of
his victory, it is probable the Marhatta influence in Hindostaun
would have been totally annihilated ; but content with baving
cleared his dominions of the invader, Pertaub Sing, after frst
detaching the Mogul force under Ismaeel Beg to besiege Agrah,
which place was still in the hands of the Marhattas, he himself
returned to Jynaghur.

The fort of Agrah was defended by Lackwajee, the Marhatta
general ; he had with him a strong garrison, with abundance of
provisions and every thing requisite to sustain the attack. But
the inhabitants of the city, totally unprepared with any means of
resistance, and intimidated by threats of military execution, quietly
submitted on the first approach of Ismaeel Beg, That chief having
laid the inhabitants under a severe contribution, now formally
demanded a surrender of thé fort, to which Lackwajee replying
in the negative, Ismacel Beg commenced the siege.

Qur attention must now be directed to the disagreeable situ-
ation into which the king had been thrown by the defeat and
subsequent departure of the Marhatta army from Alwar. Prior
to that event, Sindiah had received certain intelligennce that the
late desertion of the Mogul officers was owing to the intrigues of
Rajah Daieram. Restless and turbulent in disposition, that noble-
man was continually employed in fomenting the intrigues and
reviving the discontent of the Mogul nobility ; and through his
negotiation, the treaty before mentioned with Pertaub Singh had
been effécted; = Sindiah, in acquainting his deputy, Shah Nuzzam
Al Deen, with this: circumstance, urged him to inflict exemplary
punishment upon the traitor.. His 6rders were obeyed ; for hay-
ing caused Rajah Daieram; to be arrested and' brought to court,
the ferocious deputy, even' in the royal presence, grave orders for
the unhappy wretch to be trodden to death under thc feet of an
elephant*®,

Although, by this' sanguinary deed the deputy evinced a
determined spirited to support the Marhatta authority, ~the
accounts of his master’s defeat and subsequent movement towards
Deccan, prepared him to expect the most unpleasant issue, He
accordingly put the fort and city of Delhi into the - best - ‘passible
'shatc" of *defence. 'OF these precautions he soon founcl thcre was

*MS, Narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan,
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sufficient need.  Gholaum Cadir Cawn, who, as belore remarked,
had assembled an army, now determined to employ it in the
advancement of his ambitious schemes, In a few days he arrived.on
the eastern - bank of Jumna, and encamped opposits the citadel.
The Rohilla chiel, however, rested not his hopes of success wholly
on arms, ' He had attached to his interests a person of great in-
fluence, as well in the councils, as over the mind of the king, This
man was Munsoor Ali Kban, the Nazir*, who, bred up with Shah-
Aulum, had, from his earliest youth, been a confidential servant,
and loaded with a profusion of hanours and distinguished kindness ;
‘but forgetful of the duty he owed his sovereign, or gratitude due to
‘his benefuctor, the treacherous Nazir joined in the intrigues of the
rebel. By the advocates for the Nazir it has been asserted, that
hatred against the Marhatta government was the real cause of so
extraordinary a conduct. From whatever motive it arose, cortain
it is, the Nazir was determined to introduce Gheolaum Cadir into
the administration ; and had accordingly sent letters to the rebel,
urging his speedy appearance to demand of his majesty the vacant
office of Ameer Al Omrah.

Great was the consternation occasioned at Delhi by the arri-
val of the Rohilla army ; but Shah Nizam Al Deen, assisted by
Desmouk, son-in-daw of Sindiah prepared to repel the invader,
Unhappily for themselves, they despised (the {foree, of Gholaum
Cadir; and lulled into a fatal security, were contented with de-
taching a small foree across the river; giving positive orders to the
commanding officer to. make an immediate attack on the enemy's
camp, - OF this inattention they, in the sequel, had cause to
‘repent ;- the battalions, on the very first onset, were driven back |
and dispersed by the Rohillas with great loss ; they pursued them

' to' the banks of the river, where, boats not being at hand, tnany

threw themselves into the Jumna and perished miserably 1 the few
wha survived, ashamed to appear before the deputy, ‘dispersed
themselves gver the city, and, as usual in Hindostaun, began to
]:ilmtdf.r . :

- The deputy seeing. the r,hanamm ‘posture of uﬁhirs] and hav-
ﬂ'fg by this time teceived intelligence of the traitorous designs ‘of
the Nagzie, - prepar:d b}?‘ﬂﬁp‘ﬂﬂ? flight to save himself fram the
:w.'ngcnnm n{ the Wr‘ Apmmpam{:d by Dl:mmuk, he

‘Supmn nnmlm of the hnmehuld
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withdrew privately from Delhi, They repaired to the forf of
Bullum Ghur, a place twenty miles south of the capital. Hera
Sing, Killadar of that place, received them with humanity ;: but
Shah Nizam Al Deen not deeming himsell' sufficiently safe at
Bullum Ghur, retired fram thence to Deig, which still acknow-
Jedged Sindiah's authority. Desmouk repaired to his father-in-law,
whom he joined in the peighbourhood of Gualior,

. On the flight of the deputy.from Delhi being made publie,
Gholaum  Cadir prepared to reap the fruits of his late success,
He crossed the riyver with a select body of troops, and went
direct .to the king's palace. On his arrival, (agreebly toa
concerted plan) he was introduced by the treacherous Nazir to
the .emperor, When honoured with the customary khillut;
Gholaum Caudir preferred his petition for the investiture of the
office of Ameer Al Omrah, and concluded with protestations of
fidelity and attachment to his majesty’s person, Shah-Aulum,
perceiving Kimself without resource, was constrained, much
against his inclination, to grant the request of this turbulent
chief, Having acquiesced in the demand, the patent of creation
was ordered to be got ready, and the Rohilla with a r-:spcntfi.:l
obeisance retired from the presence,

Though by compulsatory means Gholaum Cadir had thus
artained the desired object, his power was by no means securely
established. Beveral persons well attached to the Marhatta
Guvqmmmt, 85 likewise to the king's person, still remained in
Delhi. * Theie, indignant at the unworthy treatment of their
sovereign, and pitying his degraded state, resolved to make one
effort for the restoration of hif authority, Amongst others was
the Begum Somrao, who at that time had considerable influence
in the councils of Delhi. This lady, wife of Somroo, (a name
too well known to Englishmen by his infamous conduct at Patna,
now commanded the disciplined battalions which he had  raised,
and was moreover possessed of a considerable jaghire,

As this lady will bear a considerable share in the remaining
transactions, we shall proceed to a coneise retrospect of her
situation and progress to authority.

Somroo, a German adventurer, whom a spirited author*
has mp]:.la.ﬂcallv stiled “the bloody agent of the cruelties of

*Captain Jopathan Scott, Hist. of Deccan, Vol, II, ,
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‘Meer Cossim,™ after the ruin of his master’s affairs, retired into

the Jaut province, He was there. taken into the service of the
late:Zulficar Al 'Dowla, then in- the plenitude of his power. ' In
addition to his' disciplined battalions, Nujuff Khan gave him the
ecommand of a body of Mogul horse; and for the support of the
whole, assigned ‘him the Pergunnah. of Serdhauna, situated in
the upper partof Doo Ab, as a Jaiedad. Somroo, previous to
his death, which happened in 1778, married the daughter of a
Mogul nobleman, whose family, from the unsettled state of the
times, had fallen into distress, This lady, the present Begum,
at the persaasion  of her hushand, embraced the Christian faith,
She received from the king the title of Zeeb Al Nissaa, or, Orna-+
ment of the Sex; and on Somroo’s demise, was continued in
command over the troops, and .confirmed by Nujuff Khan in
the management of her Jaghire; In the centre of the ruined
province of Sehaurunpore, in twenty-ninth degree N. latitude,
and about sixty miles distant from the capital, rises the small but
fertile principality of Serdhauna; it is bounided on the north by
the town of Berhauna, on the east ‘by Nowlah, west by the
Hingun river- near the town  of Bernaba, and south by the
district of Meerut, Its extent from north to south is thirty-six
miles, and twenty-four from east to west. An unremitting
attention to the cultivation of the lands, 2 mild and- upright
admlmstratlon and care for the welfare of the inhabitants, has
enabled  this Small tract, -to vie w1th the most cultivated parts of
Hindostaun, and to yield a revenue of ten lacks of rupees per
annum: The rivers, Hingun and Crishna, which traverse this
valuable. Jag}urc, afford an ample, supply of water; and the soil;
naturally fertile, produces in abundance gram of all kinds, cotron,
suga,' cane, and tobacco, . - iy

- The town of. Scdhaun,a where the Begum generally ‘res;des;
is of considerable extent, pleasantly sitnated, and commanding a
fine view of the .mountains of, Himmeleh. to. thenorth-east. A
fort near ltl:u: town contains -a good arsenal and foundry for
can.non Five batta,hons of dlscxphncd chpnys, commanded by
Europeans of different countnes! and about forty pjeces of
cannon of various cahbr,es, constlmtc thc forcc kcpt up by B:gum
Somroo Wlth fhcsc anc'l a.bout l;wo hundred Europeans,

- principally employed in the service of artillery, 'she is enabled to.

maintain a respectable gituation among the néighbouring powers.
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While the surrounding lands exhibit the effects of desolation
and distress, the flourishing appearance of this Jaghire | impresses
the mind of the traveller with sensations most gratifying: and
it is upon this principle, that, deviating from the rigid line of
historical precision, we embrace the opportunity of paying.a
tribute deservedly due to the spirit, activity, and 1alents  of « this
noble lady. Endowed by nature with masculine intrepedity,
assisted by a judgement and foresight clear and. comprehensive,
Begum Somroo, during the . various ' revolutions. above  detailed,
was enabled to preseve her country unmolested, and her authe-
rity unimpaired. In the successive administration of Zulficar "Al
Dowla, Mirza Shuflee, and Afrasiab Khan, she was confirtned in
her possessions; and when Sindiah arrived at supreme. power, he
added to the extent of them by agrant of some other lands
south-west of the Jumna. In the war against Pertaub Sing,
Begum Somron with her force was stationed at Pannjput on
the frontier, and in committing so important a trust to her
charge was sufficient prool’ of the idea the Marhatta Chief. had
conceived of her capacity, Her conduct now evinced that that
confidence had not been misplaced, and her spirited exertions
in defence of the king's authority acquired deserved applause
in the breasts of all. To this lady, then, Gholavm. Cadir, on
retiring from the presence, made offers of alliance.  Aware of
her influence at court, the artful Rohilla endeavoured, by the
most studied respect to acquire her support in the extension of
his usurped authority, assured her of a grateful return on his
part, and finally proffered her an equal share in the administra-
tion of affairs. The prospect was. tempting; but the Begum,
well acquainted with the characteristic perfidy of the Rohilla, and
resolved to defend her sovereign, rejected all his solicitations;
and to give prool of her resolution to maintain the king’s authes
rity, she with her whole force repaired to the palace, and
declared her intention of sacrificing her life in his majesty’s cause.
Her appearance gave great comsolation to the king; and some
other officers at the same time assembling troops, the court began
to talk in a higher strain towards the rebel, Matters drew near
to a crisis, Gholaum Cadir, baffled in his, attempts to  acquire
the Begum's support, when informed of what bad passed, was
inflamed with savage fury. Going to his camp on the opposite
bank of the Jumna, he thence dispatched a messenger to court,
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demanding; in terms most perempfory, the immediate removal
of Somroo’s wife, adding, that in the event of hon-compliance he
should proceed to hostilities, His message having been treated
‘with the contempt it deserved, Gholaum 'Cadir commenced a
heavy cannonade upon the royal palace* This was answered
Arom .some ‘artillery .in the. fort; from the guns attached to the
‘Mogul battalions in his majesty’s service, and from a battery
‘which had been erected with gredt expedition by Begum Somroo,
_Clonsiderable damage was done to the palace by this ontrageous
insult; but the king’s troops behaving with great firmness and
spirit, it is most probabla the Rohilla would have been compelled
to retire. For the present, however, he was saved by the
treacherous machination of his'associate within the fort, The
Nazir suddenly declared, that the royal treasury was éxhausted,
and refused to make -any further disbursements for the troops.
This untoward: circumstance on so critical an occasion, -greatly
embarrassed his majesty’s affairs; but as the urgency of the case
required some immediate Steps, the royal jewels and several
articles of the household were desposited to raise a sum of money,
which was immediatély given to the soldiery, During this
disgraceful scene, intellignee arrived’ that the Prince Mirza
Juwaun Bukht, accompanied by a large ariny, was on his march
to the capital. Of this event the Nazir conveyed private -infor-
mation to Gholaum ' Cadir, and foreseeing that the prince’s
arrival would  disconcert his  perfidious schemes, he strongly
recommended the Rohilla t6 make immediate overtures for a
pacification, to which he doubted not the King would agree. No
time was to be lost; Gholaum - Cadir, therefore, having signified
to his majesty his sincere contrition for the late insult, presented a
handsome paishcush in ready money, and moreover promised - to
regtore all, the royal lands in Doo Ab which he had lately ustup-
ed. To 'these offers Shah-Aulum, who knew  the ingincerity
of the Rohilla; would not have consented, but, urged by the
repeated solicitations of the Nazir, }vhom by .a-blind infatuation
- he deemed a faithful servant, at length acquiesced in the propos
sals. .The terms 'being settled; an honorary dress'was dispatched
over the rivér to: Gholaum , Gadir Khan, who immiediately after
receiving m, striick his: ba:ﬁp, imd rcturncd to Sehaurunpore. !

(3]

s L

*Synd Rczm Khans MS nar:!.ath. -.' .
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Scarcely had he departed when letters from the prince Mirza
Juwaun Bukbt arrived at court. In these, after acquainting
his father of his rapid approach, he congratulated him on the
prospeét now afforded of punishing the rebel, and earnestly
requesting the king not to enter into terms. The intimation
arrived too Jates To account for the prince’s re—appcarancc'at
the capital, we must now proceed to a brief review of I:hc
occurrences of his life,

The death of Nujeeb Al Dowla in 1769, and the mtngucs
of the Marhattas having, as already related, recalled Shah-Aulum
to his ‘capital, the prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht from that
period continued to reside with his father. During the various
revolutions which occurred, the prince, by living in a rétired
state, and forbearing to interfere with public affairs, escaped
from the perilous situation of the contending parties, But'the
conduct of Afrasiab Khan having, as before remarked, excited in
his breast a just indignation, Mirza Juwaun Bukht resolved to
seek an asylum at the court of Oude. In the year 1784 he
effected his escape from the palace; and accompanied only by a
few persons, he crossed the Jumna, and afterwards the Ganges,
from whence he repaired to "Rampore, the capital of Fizoolah
Khan*. He was received by that chief with every attention
due to his high rank, and treated with profuse hospitality. Al
his departure, the benevolent Rohilla directed a detachment nf‘
hm‘sc to accompany him to the vizir’s frontier.

"On his arrivdl at Lucknow, the prince was teceived by the
vizic and the ~British governor-general, who bad lately tepaired
to Oude, 'in order to make some arrangcmcﬁts in the affair of
that province. At Mr. 'Hastings' suggestion, the vizir was
induced, not only to extend his protection to the fugltwc prmcc,
but to allow him a provision of four lacks of rupees for thé
support of his establishment, and, moreover, ‘furnish him with a
house and cvcry suitable convenience becoming his dignity. Oh
thé governor’s departure for Benares, the prince, from motives
of gratitude, resolved to accompany him to that place, wheére an
event occurred which awakened his ambition, and détermined
hn:n to return to ]:ns father’s court. Hearing of the death 'of
"Sr.c a particular detail of the prince’s escape, translated fmm tlecman

language, by, Captain Jonathan Scott, at the end of a interesting mmbn- wﬂtten
by Mr. Hastings; late governor-general of India;
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Afrasiab Khan, the prince applied to Mr. Hastings to assist
him with an armed force, to accompany him to Delhi, for the
recovery of  his: authority; - but the governor, not deeming
himsell authorised to  interfere in the  politics of Delhi, declined
his assent. Mirza Juwaun Bukht, on the governor's departure
for Caloutta, returned to Lucknow, where he had not long been,
when a visible alteration was preceived in the behaviour of  Asuf
Al Dowla. The cause of the breach that ensued between them
has not been correctly ascertained; by some it was alledged, that
the want of punctuality in the payment of the prince’s stipend,
occasioned a sharp animadversion on his part; on the ather hand
it was afirmed, and probably with some reason, that the vizir
was not altogether so well pleased at the diminution his own
revenues sustained in granting the allowance before mentioned ;
hut such sentiments were surely unworthy of the vizir of the
empire, whose family had risen to power by the favour of his
majesty’s ancestors, and on which account the prince ought to
have heen treated with all imaginable kindness. Certain, however,
it is, that the prince, in consequence of the slights which he
received, determined him to remove from the court of Qude.
In 1783, he repaired to Benares, and made another, though
ineffectual, attempt to interest the British government in afford-
ing him assistance for the re-establishment of his: authority at
Delhi. His application failed of suecess; but Mirza Juwaun
Bukht was assured  that an asylum for himself and his family
would always be readily granted within the company's territo-
ries, and as his highness declined returning to Lucknow, an
order was isued upon the company’s treasury at Benares, for
the payment of the stipend which had been allowed him by the
Vizir. In a sitnation so eligible, Mirza Juwaun Bukht, had he
'pmperly appreciated it, might have passed the remainder of his
days in happiness and comfort; but a restless spirit of ambition
impelled him to enter into the politics of the times, and in the
end caused him inconceivable anxicty and the most bitter, though
unavailing, regret. Not however, to anticipate our narrative,
it is here sufficient to remark, that about this period Earl
Cornwallis, who had been nominated to the supreme guvernm:nt
in India, arrived at the city of Benares in his way to the vizir’s.
‘court. To him, the Shah Zpdu in the most pressing manner,

renewed his solicitations for assistance from the English; but Earl
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Cornwallis, adopting the same line of conduct as his predecessors
was compelled to give a decided negative to his requests: The,
gevernor-general®, however, from motives highly to be commend-.
ed, seriously advised the . prince to remain where he was; he
assured him that the respect entertained by the British govern-
ment towards his illustrious house, would ever be evinced, by
rendering his highness such assistance as did not militate against
the general line of policy which they had adopted in their con-
cerns with the princes of Hindestaun, and, finally, his lord-
ship concluded with ohserving to his highness, that the company’ 5
territories would always afford him a safe and honourable
asylum,

Soon after this conference, the governor-general pursued his
journey to Oude, whither the prince followed him, By the good
offices of Earl Cornwallis, an interview between the prinee and
the vizir was effected, and an apparent reconciliation ensued ; we
affirm apparently oaly, for the subsequent conduct of the vizir
after Earl Cornwalli’s departure, satisfied the prince that this re-
conciliation was pretended. Abandoned by the court of Oude
and finding he had nothing to expect from the English govern-
ment, Mirza Juwaun Bukht now directed his whole attenton toward
raising an army, Himmut Behadur, the Ghessien, and somé
other chiefs, having offered their services on this oceasion, invited
the prince to a conference on the plains of Bindrabund, in the
neighbourhood of Agrah. By their assistance, he, in a shorl time,
assembled a considerable force, and being at the same timé
joined by thé I'-'[ﬁgul chief, Ismael:l Beg, ‘the pmu:: took the mﬁud
to Delhi,

At the close of the current year he arrived in rh: n:lghbour-
hood of the city, where he was met by his family and his brother,
the prince Akbar Shah. The next morning he made his entry into
the capital in great state, when Shah-Aulum, by the warmth of his
embraces, rectified the joy which he experienced on the return of
th-:: heir apparent after so long and distressing an absence. The
Frmccwaa immediately invested w:th the sole management of affairs;
and there once more seemed a prospect of relief from that vexa-
tion which the royal family had for a series of years u::dargonr,

*MS, parrative of Syud Rezzi Khang | o P
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The Marhatta usurpation was everthrown, and the rebellious
chiel of Sehavrunpore had lately made ample submission : appear-
ances so fattering were, however, by the machinations of an  un-
grateful and wicked man too soon overclouded, The Nazir,
envious of the prince’s authority, and constant in his attachment
to'the turbulent Gholaum Cadir, set at work every engine to sow
dissention in the royal family, and alienate the king's mind from
his son,

Some days after the prince’s arrival, the Nagir, in concert with
other lords whom he had gained over to his party, demanded in
full Durbar the payment of certain arrears, which he alleged to
be due to the troops [rom the royal treasury. The funds being
at that time insufficient, he well knew this demand would embar-
gass the prince ; but, contrary to expectation, the prince, with much
spirit, appealed to his father, and declared that as the assignments
far these arrears were given during the Nazir's administration, he
alone ought to be htld responsible for their liquidation, To this
opinion the king not only assented, but in severe terms command-
ed the Nazir to desist. Though baffled in a first attempt, the
Nazir was firmly mulvcﬂ to try a sccond ; in which, much to the
diseredit of Shah-ﬁulum he was but too successful, Secure in
the confidence of his sovereign, which he so shamefull}r abused,
he had the audacity to insinuate to the king  suspicions of thc
prince's loyalty, On this occasion, he observed to his majesty,
that the high pitch of authority ta which he had elevated his son,
would no doubt ingpire him with the design of rising still higher ;
and, that a3 the king was now rapidly advancing in years, and
consequently incapable of vigorous exertion, the prospect of asceand-
ing the throne of Hindostaun was too seducing to be passed over
by a person even less ambitious than his son : that his late cfforts
crowned with success, and being at the head of an army, gave
him -entire uncontrolled authority ; and these advantages were,
when opporfunity offered, powerlul inducements, az well as fit
instruments; for completion of his most aspiring views.

These insinuations, howeve unworthy, made & deep impres-
sion upon a mind debilitated by age, and obscured in its intellec-
tual vigour and energy by a long séries of despondency and mis-
fortune, The audacious presumption of the interested servant
was forgotten, and an eye of suspicion. cast upon the services.of a
faithful and hitherto-beloved son.
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The effects of the Nazir's treachery soon became apparent—
Mirza Juwaun Bukht, who, since lis veturn, had bestowed unre-
mitting attention to the re-establishment, of good order and tran-
quillity at the capital, now solicited the king's permission ta  take
the command of the army, and at rhe same time for his majesty
to accompany it in person during its progress. He pointed out
the propricty and good effect that might be expected from his
majesty’s making a circuit through the Doo Ab, which, he judici-
ously observed, would contribute much to calm the minds of the
people, agitated as they had been duning the late trouble’; and
give additional consequences to his majesty’s authority, now re-
established under such happy auspices

This proposal, hower salutary and wise, was, to the astonish-
ment of the prince, rejected by his father with the most frigid
indifference. He now too plainly perceived that some secret
machinations had been set on foot to jnstill into the king’s mind
the most base and unjust suspicions ; and therefore, disdaining to
remain at court, where he was treated so unworthily, he determi-
ned to remove to a distance, in hopes that time and absence
would cantribute to efface such impressions from his father’s mind,
Having obtained the king's permission to repair to Agrah, of
which place he hiad lately been appeointed governor, the prince,
accompanied by his whole family and a small escort, quicted the
court, o which never more returned,

Ismacel Beg, who was at that ime besieging Agrah, at first
received the prince with the utmost respect and submission : but
hiz subjequent conduct evinced, that in his heart this ungrateful
chicf was actuated by sentiments far different from the
loyalty and fidelity due to his sovereign and perceiving the
untoward state of his affairs, he looked only to the preservation of
his own consequence, The prince, compelled by urgent necessity
and the very low slate of his finances, requested of Ismaeel Beg
to adjust the affairs of the provinee, and to make over to him
a suitable assignment [or the support of the small force which
had accompanied him from Delhi, and who, from long arrears,
had become clamorous for pay, The Mogul chiel lent a deaf
ear to his solicitations ; and inflamed with pride, accompanied
his refusal with disrespectful language to the prince. Disgusted
at this treatment from & disobedient subject, Mirza Juwaun Bukht
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quitted Agrah, and repaired to the camp of Gholaum Cadir
Khan, who was then in the neighbourhood of Deig : but meeting
with similar treagment from that chief, and likewise narrowly
escaping from a treacherous plot laid to entrap his person by the
perfidious Rohilla, the prince now for ever relinquished all hope
of re-instating himsell in his authority. Asa last mark of attach-
ment and affection to his friends, he disposed of such effects as
remained from the wreck of his fortunes, which he divided
equally among them, after which, attended only by his family
and & few select adherents, with an aching heart he once
more took the road to Benares, and repaired to his former
asylum among the English. The generosity of that nation again
received lim, and confirmed to him his former allowances under
disposal of Mr. Duncan, the British resident. To follow
his eventful life to its close, it is only mnecessary to remark
that after some months residence at that place he terminated
both his life and misfortunes. The = circumstances  which
attended his death are particular. *Abaut the middle of September
of the current year he paid a visit to the shrine of a Mahomedan
saint at the fortress of chunar; and on his return appeared
much exhausted by the fatigues of the day and an intense
hot sun, Towards midnjght he grew worse; and though every
assistance was offorded him, both by his own and European
physicians, it proved of no avail. At the dawn of day he arose,
and in great agitation proceeded to the apartments of his
favourite concubine, where, on his arrival, he calld for an
infant child who was asleep, but before the child could be
brought he was attacked with violent spasms, and during a
short interval {rom pain, had just sufficient time to dictate a
letter to the  British governor-general recommending his
family to the protection of the English nation, which being
finished, he expired quietly a few minutes after in the forty
eight year of his age. His remains were interred with every
suitable attention and honours due to his high rank. Agreeably
to his desire, the pension which had been allowed him was
continued to his family.

Mirza juwaun Bukht Jehaundar Shah, though from capacity
not fitted for the busy scenes of active life, nor possessing

#MS, Narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan,
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any talent for government, was nevertheless irreproachakle
in his private character, and deemsd by all an accomplished
gentleman. To his f{riends he was constant, and (o hizs  depan-
dants humane and benevolent, Hizs domestic qualities and
filial piety have been already exhibited to the world by
testimony the most respectable* and in his disposition he
possessed, in an eminent degree, that characteristic amiabiltity,
which successive historians have unanimously attributed to the
princes of the house of Timoar.

#30c Mr. Hasting’s Letter from Tucknow, April 1784,



CHAPFTER X

Arrival of RANAH KHAN in the DOO AB—Affairs in the
JFYPORE Provmee—Spirited Conduct of BEGUM SOMROO— Oceur-
rences—ISMABEL BEG is defeatsd— Funstion of that Chigf with GHO-
LAUM CAUDIR KHAN —Their  Intripues —SHAH-AULUM s
dethroned— Oceurrencas—Conelusion,

SINDIAH, who, asg related in the preceding pages, had
retired after his defeat across the river Cliwmbul, and waited  for
a reinforcement in the neighbourhood of Gwalior, The new levies
being arrived from Deccan at the commencement of the cur-
rent year, he, al their bead, entered the Doo Ab. The arrival
of the Marhatta chicf, while it encouraged the king to hope
for relief from his distresses, at the same time, awakened the
fears of the Mogul lords, who were well aware that their late
conduct towards their sovereign would not be passed over with
impunity, They connected themselves, therefore, by frmer
bonds, and prepared to resist the Marhatta arms.

} Ismaeel Beg stll lay before Agrah, but from the active
vigilance of Lukwojee, the Marhatta general, he had hitherto
made but slow progress in the siege of that place. During the
transactions, affairs at court had assumed a different aspect;
Shal-Aulum quitting Delhi, marched his army into the province
of Jynaghur., Pertaub Eing, ruler of that couniry, in omitting
to send to court the accustomed tribute, evinced his disaffection
to the royal cause, and excited the resentment of the court.
Pertaub Sing assembled his army on  the frontiers, and appeared
disposed to resist; but on the approach of the king's troops, he
was, through the persuasion of Rajah Himmut Behadur, induced
to offer terms of submission. The latter chief, who had great
influence with the king, had the address to oppose his anger,
and by promising, on the part of Pertaub Sing, a considerable
sum in ready money, and a future increase of the tribute, he
prevailed on his majesty to pardon his disaffection. As the
king's necessities were then very great, these concessions were
accepted without difficulty, and, to complete the reconciliation
the Jynaghur prince was introduced into the royal camp,
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cloathed in a splendid khillut, and aflterwards, in an honourable
manner, dismissed to his own capital.

These matters being arranged, Shah-Aulum proceeded on his
route, and on his march continued to  receive the submission of
varipus inferior Zemindars, who, from their remote situation,
had been enabled to withhold payment of the revenues, and,
for a serics of years, tn bid defiance w the court with impunity,
One discontented chief alone still withheld his allegiance;
Nujull Cooli Khan, who, it may be remembered, took an active
part during the administration of the late Afrasial Khan,
was at this thoe in possession of the sirong fort of Gocul Ghur,
When summoned to surrender himself to  Shah-Aulum, he per-
emptorily refused submission, and prepared himsell for a
vigorous resistance. Prior to the commencement of hostilities,
an effort was made through the influence of the Nazir to effect
an amicable accommodation: by his advice, Nujufl Cooli Khan
offered, if his majesty would condescend to confer upon him the
vacant office of Ameer Al Omrah, to which, from his birth
and connections, he deemed himself entitled, he would with all
humility, not only immediately deliver up the forr of Gocul
Chur, but, moreover, forward to court o Paishoush of six lacks
of rupees; he concluded his propesal by observing, that such
a remark of the royal favour was the only means of preserving
him from the resentment of his numerous and inveterate
enemies who were bent on his total overthrow. These proposals
were laid before & council assembled at that time, and the
king, from a desire of preserving peace, would have acceded to
the terms prescribed, but some leading men in the council
inclined his majesty to other measures; they represented Nujuff
Cooli Khan as a man void of honour or principle, whose pre-
gent proposals were only a cover to designs of a more ambitions
nature, and dictated by the most insidious policy, that, when
once firmly established in the high office of Ameer Al Omrah,
and beyond the power of contral, he would then treat his
sovereign with his accustomed insolence and disrespect; they:
therefore urged his speedy chastisement. Swayed by these.
councils, the king, having first dismissed the messenger of Nujuff
Cooli Khan, commanded an immediate investiture of the fort.
The royal army at this time was composcd of scveral battalions
of Nejechs, the body guard, called the red battalion; avery,
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considerable body of Mogul horse; and three disciplined
battalions of Sepoys, which had belonged to the late Somtoo,
and were then commanded by his Begum in person, and fur-
nished with a respectable artillery, served by European canno-
neers. The headguarters of Nujull Cooli Khan were at a
village about one mile distant [rom the fort. The remainder
of his force, under the command of Munsoor Khan, were stalion-
ed in Gocul Ghur, The rebel entrenchments being strongly
fortified, his majesty directed Rajah Himmut Behadur and Shah
Meer Khan, with a chosen detachment, to erect batteries against
the village, and with the remainder ol his army, he, in person,
invested the fort of Gocul Ghur. The batteries of Himmut
Behadur soon commenced a vigorous fire upon Nujufi Cooli
Khan's intrenched post, but at the moment of making an evident
impression, an unfortunate accident occurred which not only
changed the face of affairs, but brought the king's person into
the most imminent peril,

The officers who served in the camp of Himmut Behadur,
disgusted at their absence from their comrades in the grand army,
and harassed by incessant duty in the trenches, forgot the danger
ol their situation, and abandoned themselves to the most licentions
excess; nor could all the admonition orthreats of their commander
prevail on them to desist; they passed the whole night in riot and

,debauchery, and the soldiers availing themselves of the per-
nicious example, indulged themselves in similar excess. Nujuff
Cooli Khan, who was cqually brave as vigilant, informed by his
spies of what was transacting, resolved to profit by the enemy's
neglect and folly: having selected a strong detachment of cavalry,
he put himself at their head, and marching in silence out of his
entrenchment, he fell with great violence upon the royal. troops
as they lay buried in gleep, and under the infuence of their lare
debauch, A dreadful and indiscriminate slaughter now took
place, the lines were instantly carried, and a very large booty
acquired by the soldiers of Nujulf Cooli Khan, The terror exeited
by this extraordinary attack was go great, that the news being
communicated to the main body of the king's army, they were
thrown into disorder, and began to prepare for flight; nor did
the mischief end  there, for, to increase the dismay, just at the
moment the = lines ‘were carried, Munsoor Khan, who
commanded in ‘Goeul Ghur, by a preconcerted agreement
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Nujuff Cooli Khan, issued out of the town with a strong detach-
ment, and four pieces of cannon. Having, by a circuitous route,
reached the rear of the royal army, he commenced a very heavy fire
from his artillery; the confusion in camp now increased tenfold;
every thing was uproar, disorder, and dismay. The king
himself was, by this manoeuvre, exposed to the greatest personal
danger, and the royal teats being within range of the shot, many
persons about his majesty were killed and wounded, In this dis-
tracted state the king was advised to remove with the royal fami-
ly, (there being at this time six princes in the camp) to the Hera-
wul, or advanced guard of the army, which was without the
range of the enemy’s cannon. To thatspot, on the first alarm,
Shah Meer Khan had repaired, and was endeavouring by his
presence and example to animate and rally the flying troops. The
king’s tents were accordingly struck, and Shah-Aulum, accom—
panied by his family, proceeded to the advanced guard. But the
misfortune was now happily remedied by the magnanimity and
gallantry of Begum Somroo. That spirited woman was encamped
to the right of the line; her force remained entire, unaffected by
the general panic, and stood ready in dressed ranks, On per-
ceiving the extreme confusion that reigned throughout the line, he
bravely resolved, by a personal effort, to prevent the king’s dis-
grace; he sent a respectful message to his majesty, desiring him to
repair to her quarters, and assured him of her determined resolu-
tion to punish the rebel, or perish in the attempt. At the same
time, she, on the field, wrote a short note, which she dispatched
to Nujufl Cooli- Khan, upbraiding him with his ingratitude to-
wards the king, and threatening him with immediate and exemp-
lary chastisement. The gallant lady* then getting into her palan-
quin, placed herself at the head of 100 of her own sepoys, accoms=
panied by a six pounder, commanded by an European officer,
With this detachment she proceeded to the spot occupied by
Munsoor Khan, and advancing upon the rebel with much spirit,
she commanded her palanquin to be set down, and ordered her
artillery to charge with grape shot; a well directed fire from the
gun, assisted by vollies of small  arms from the sepoys, soon had
the desired effect, Munsoor Khan, astonished at this sudden and
unexpected check, began to give ground, and having lost num~
bers of his men, he retreated with precipitation under the walls

*MS Narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan.
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of the fort. The king’s troops having now time to breathe, were
rallied, under the dircction of Himmut Behadur and Shah ©Meer
Khan; most of them having rejoined their standards, attacked the
enemy in their turn with great spirit, when after a short, but
desporate, conflict, Nujuff Cooli Khanu was compelled to retire,
but not before the gallant Shalh Meer Khan had fallen, pierced
by & musket ball. His loss was sincerely and deservedly regret-
ted by the king and the whole army. Oysder being once more
restored, the king divected his tents to be pitched, which done,
he bethought of bestowing a suitable reward to the gallant female
who had preserved him from imminent destruction. Having sent
for her to the Durbar, in the warmest terms he praised
her gallantry, and thanked her for the service she had that day
rendered him; he cloathed her in a magnificent vesl, and, in
addition to her former titles, honoured her with the appellation
of *his most beloved daughter”, It was, indeed, by all acknow-
ledged, that the intrepidity manifested by the Begum on so
trying an occasion, merited the most honourable reward; to  her
courage and resolution was owing, not only the safety of the
army, but her sovereign's life.

Nujuff Cooli Khan, dispirited by his late defeat, now condes-
cended to talk in a more humble strain, and being well
acquainted with the influence of Begum Somroo at court, he
endeavoured to avail himself of her good offices to plead his
pardon with the lking; he declared his sincere contrition for his
late intemperate conduct, and offercd, as an atoncment,
a larger sum of money than what he had before promised, with
professions of fidelity in [future. The king, desirous of rcpose
from the fatigues of the field, was not unwilling to listen to
these solicitations, and in a lew days a pardon was made out [bor
the rebel chiel, and he was received at court. The money agreed
on having been paid inta the royal treasury, his majesty return-
ed with the army to Delhi,

We must now return to Ismacel Beg, who was still employed
on the siege of Agrah when he received the alarming intelligence
of the approach of the Marhattas,

Sindiah, who as before observed, had re-entered the Doo Ab,
having, in the course of his route, recovered several fortresses
under the Mogul chiefs, and reduced them to cbedience,
resolved to  hazard a general action for the recovery of his



HISTORY OT SHAI-AULLIM 121

anthority. For this purpose, he first sent [orward his favourite
general, Ranah Khan, with 6000 select cavalry, and brought
up the remainder of his army in person, they advanced by easy
marches towards the city of Agrah. Ismacel Beg, previous wo their
arrival, had steengthened himsell by engagement with Gholaum
Caudir Khan, and il both parties had abided by the compact, it is
probable their united force would have defeated the Marhatia
army, and destroyed the hepes of Sindialy but unlfortunately
for Ismacel Beg, his versatile agsociate, at this important crisis,
descried him, and, actuated either by caprice or treacherous
design, marched away with his whole force, just as the Marhatia
army appeaved in sight, Thus abandoned, ITsmaecl Beg did not
yield to the dictates of despondency or pusillanimous fear, but
resolving, by his own activily and courage to counterbalapuce the
defection of his unworthy colleague; he prepared himsell for
battle on the 22nd of August, in the current year, under the
walls of Agrah; a desperate action ensued, and go well was the
palm of victory contested, that both parties sustained a wvery
heavy loss, but fortune inclining to the Marhattas, Ismaeel Beg
was compelled to quit the field, and almost alone to cross the
river Jumna; he fled to the [rontiers of the wizir’s territory;
—the whole of the camp cquipage, treasure, and artillery,
fell into the hands of the conguerors; and Ranah Khan, on
the ensuing morning, made a triumphant entry into Agrah;
which surrendered, alter sustaining a siege of upwards of a year,

This victory, the complete that had been gained by the con.
tending parties for many years, ensured the ascendancy of the
Marhatta authority; and had Ranah Khan availed himself of
the general panic which it excited, he might have taken imme-
dizte possession of Delhi. That step would have entirely defeated
the ambitious intrigues of the Mogul nobility, and prevented the
degradation and disgrace of the unfortunate Shah-Aulum, But
previous to entering into this melancholy detail, it will he
necessary to recur to the sitwation of the fugitive chief, Tsmaeel
Beg, and of Gholaum Caudir Kban.

Scarcely had the latter chief quitted his associate, when he
repented of his perfidy and would have returned to his assistance
but it was too late; he learnt the news of his total defeac by
Ranah Khan, and finding his force insuficient to make head
against the Marhattas, he deemed it for the present more prudent
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to decline a contest,—Quitting the neighbourhoad of Agrah, he
suddenly appeared before the fort of Ali Ghur, a place then
garrisoned by Sindiah's troops; —by a vigorous assault he carried
the fort, and obtained a considerable booty; after leaving a hody
of his own men in the place, he took the road to Delhi,

It was at this period that Gholaum Caudir first formed bhis
resolution to strike a decisive blow; he saw the supineness ol the
Marhalta army, and the defenceless state of the capital, and
being totally void of principle, and heedless of consequences, he
formed and exccuted the bold design of plundering the imperial
palace, and dethroning his sovereign. In order to [facilitate the
accomplishment of*his plan, he previously sent letters to his form-
er colleague, Ismaeel Beg, in which, after many apologies for
his late behaviour towards that chief, he faithfully promised for
the future to share his fortunes. To excile his compliance, he
laid open the proposed method of accomplishing this daring enter-
prize, and tempted his avaricious spirit with the hopes of rioting in
the hidden wealth and treasures which were said to be deposited
within the royal palace. To these proposals, however nefarious,
Ismacel Beg, though at the expense of his honour, scruplec
not fo ‘yield a rcady assent. He accordingly quitted the place
of his retirement, and shortly afler arrived in the camp of
Gholaum Caudir. He was received with every mark of cordiality
and ‘respect, and the two chiefs, alter making a suitable arrange-
ment of their force, commenced their march towards the capital,

A Marhatta garrison, under the command of Himmut Behadur,

still 'accupicd the fort and city of Delhi. Budel Beg Khan,
Solemaun Beg, and other lords, were also at this time about the

kihg. The conspirators, on their arrival at the eastern bank of
the river Jumna, opposite to the palace, dispatched a messenger
to court, demanding, in insolent and threatening terms, an imme-
diate admission to the royal presence. Shah-Aulum, who was
well acquainted with the perfidious dispositions of these chiels,
resolutely refused them entrance, and relying on the fidelity
and attachment of  his nobles, hoped, by their exertions, to
defeat the traitors’ machinations.—But, alas, how miserably was
the unfortunate prince deccived ! Those very men, instigated
by the detested policy of the Nazir, entered closely into the views
of the rebel chiefs, and, forge(ful of the confidence and beneficent
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attention of their king, during a sevies of thirty years, they
hesitated not to abandon him in the hour of his distress. To this
defection was added, likewise, that of Rajah Himmut Behadur,
who, by a disgraceful and precipitate retreat from his post, sullied
his reputation as a soldier and his loyalty as a subject.

Shah-Aulum was thus left in a defenceless state; and cvery
ohstacle being removed, Gholaum Caudiv  Khan and his wicked
associate proceeded to the perpetration of their atrocious design,
"T'wo thousand Rohillas accompanied the traitors; on their arrival
at the palace, they were met by the Nazir, who introduced them
into the king’s presence, Gholaum Caudir and Ismacel Beg,
placing themselves on each side of the throne, performed the custos
mary reverence, Ghelaum Caudir then represented to his
majesty, that, forced by the machinations of his enemies, who had
flandered his reputation by calumnious charges, he had come to
vindicate himsell in the presence.

Shah-Aulum, in reply, declared himself satisfied with the
conduct of Gholaum Caudir in every point of view; and in testi-
mony of his esteem, embraced the traitor., It was then hinted to
the king, that the hour for his usual repast being arrived, it would
be proper for his majesty to retire into the Haram, On his
majesty’s departure, the chiels, who remained in the audience
chamber, entered into close debate on the execution of their plot,
Agreeably to the advice of the Nazir, the treasurer of the house-
hold, Seetul Doss, was directed to repair to the king, and acquaint
him of the necessity which existed of a prince of the royal family
being immediately appointed to attend the army in a progress
through the provinces; that Gholaum Caudir would charge himself
with the conduct of the war against the Marhattas, and that, as
a pledge for his own honour and safety, the command of the
citadel and garrison should be immediatcly delivered up to such
persons as he might choose to nominate. In order, however, to
quiet the king’s apprehensions, and evince the sincerity of his own
intentions, the crafty Rohilla with his own hand framed a treaty,
in which, as a return for the confidence that was reposed in him,
the traitor solemuly swore to defend the person and inteyests of
the king against all opposition.

The treaty heing properly signed, Sectul Doss carried it to
the outward inclosure of the Haram, where it was delivered to an
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agtendant, who conveyed it to his majesty, The king having
perused it, the treasurer was called in, That nobleman, faithful
to his king, frankly told him that no reliance could be placed on
the notorious perfidy of the Rohilla chief. He mentioned the
cabals of the rebels in terms sorrowful and indignant; and, as a
testimony of his own loyalty, he offered to return and put
Gholaum Candir Khan to instant death. To induce a compliance
with his request, the treasurer urged that there was still a sullicient
force within the palace to support the act, and expel the traitor’s
trobps. But the king, by some unaccountable insatuation, refused
his sanction to the deed, though it was the only probable means
of extricating himself from his perilous situation. He rejected
the proposal, and directed the treasurer to return to the rebels,
and acquaint them with his acquiescence to the terms of the
treaty.

Meanwhile great numbers of the Rohillas who had entered
the palace, penetrated in a tumultuous and disorderly manner
into every part; nor were any steps taken by their chiefs to repel
the outrages they committed, Shah-Aulum, informed of the
circumstance, came forth [(rom the Haram, and going to the
audience chamber, requested of Gholaum Caudir that he would,
alter placing the proper centinels within the fort, order the
remainder of his troops to withdraw. The traitor professed obe-
dience, but had no sooner reached the outer gate of the fort, than,
instead of making the proposed arrangement, he gave the signal
for the remainder of his guards to enter, which they instantly did;
and in a few moments, the fort and palace, as well as the adjoin-
ing fort of Selim Ghur, were in possession of the rebels,

~ 'The king’s guards were now disarmed, and thsir officers put
into close confinement. This additional insult being reported to
the king, he directed an attendant to go to Gholaum Caudir, and
in strong terms to remonstrate and reproach him for his conduct
—The ink*”; said the unhappy monarch, “with which the
solemn treaty was written is scarce yet dry, when he breaks his
faith”. The remonstrance proved of no avail; for the rebel having
confined every person who might be able to assist the king, pro-
ceeded to the perpetration of additional indignities. Entering
armed into the audience chamber, he insolently demanded assign-

*MS, narrafive of Syucl Rezzi Khan.
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menls for the payment of his troops, who were then clamnrous
for their arrears, The king in vain pleaded his total inability to
afford any reliel, but told the rebel to scize upon whatever he
lhowght proper within the precinets of the palace.  Aller much
altercation, and a disgracelul scene, the unfortunate Shuh-Aulum
was permitted to return to his Haram, to ruminate on his miser-
able and degraded state.

The plan now approached its termination. EBarly on the
ensuing morning, the rebels in concert, at the head of a numerons
band of [ollowers, well armed; entered (the andience chamber
where Shah-Aulum was sitting, Completely surrounding the
throne, they sternly commanded the princes of the royal family
who were present to retive within the Havam.—They obeyed.—
Gholaum Caudir then dispatched a messenger to the fort of Selim
Ghur, which is contiguous to the palace, to bring lorth Beedar
Ehah, a son of the late emperor Ahumud Shah, The traitor then
appronched the throne, and took up the shield and seymetar,
which, as emblems of royalty, were placed on cushion hefore the
king ; These he counsigned to the hands of an attendant, and
turning towards Shah-Aulum, sternly commanded him to descend;
“Better, said the aged momarch, far better will it be for Gholaum
Caudir to plunge his dagger in my bosam, than load me with
such indignity;" the Rohilla, frowning, put his hand to his sword,
but the Nazir at the instant, stepping up, prevented him from
drawing it. With unblushing eflventery he then turned rowards
his soyereign, and audaciously told him, that re.islance being
vain, he would do well to comply with the traitor’s demand.
Abandoned by all, the king then rase from his seat and retired
to the Haram, and a few minutes alter Beedar Shah made his
appearance,—he was saluted by the rebels as emperor of Hindo-
staun, under the title of Jehaun Shah, and the customary Naziis
having been presented, the event was proclaimed to the citizens
of Delhi Ly the sound of trumpets and the acclamations of the
pupul?r.c.

In return for these important services, the new king delivered
to Gholaum Caudir an order upon the revenues for thirtysix lacks
of rupees, a grant in appearance considerable, but, in fact, ol no
real value, ag the distracted state of the country, occasiored by
the late disturbances, had totally dried up every source ol revenus
or emolument, and the usurper, though declared solc manager
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of aflairs, could hope to procure wealth only by extortion. The
family of the dethroned king were now directed to retire within
the fort of “Selim Ghur, and those of Jehaun Shab to ocoupy
their apariments in the palace. Jehaun Shal, however, too soon
found himsell an idle pageant in the hands of his pretended
fricnds, On applying tv Gholaum Caudir to accompany him an
a visit to the great cathedral, to receive the royul investiture with
the accustomed solemnily in the eyes of' the people, the tyrant
answered, that the tine propor for such ceremony was nol yet
come, and that business of greater moment fivst demanded his
attention; in the meantime great distress prevailed within the
walle of the Haram, and the criex of females were heard aloud.

The next step taken by the vebellious chicls, was to send a
party of soldiers to the palace of the two aged princesses, Maleka
Zimani, add Sahiba Mahal. These ladies were the widows af
the deceased emperor Mahmud Shah, and had, for more than
twenly years, lived in & manner entirely secluded from the world.
As they were known, not only to be very rich, but to possess
considerable influence over the royal family, they were now
ordered to court, and, on their arvival directed to visit the
Haram, and persuade the females there confined, quielly to dolis
ver up their jewels and valuable eflects. The office was invidious,

Some persons in Delbi have not scrupled to affirm, that the
princesses refused compliance with the order, and pleaded  their
advanced age and high rank as reasons for declining the oflice;
But, on the other hand, they are aceused of having cncouraged
the usurper, and to have endeavoured, by iatrigue, 1o form a
secret trealy to raise to the throne a relation of their own. Certain
it is they visited the Haram, but without the success expected,
and on their return, declined farther interference; this conduct
contributed only to exasperate the tyrant. With inhuman rapacity
hie caused those venerable ladies to be robled ol all their property
which the benevolence of the emperor, in more prosperous days,
had bestowed upon them, and they were afterwards commanded
to retive to their own habitation,

The thirty-six lacks of rupees, as Defore stated, not coming
into the treasury, Gholam OCaudir insolently threatened the
new king with his severe displeasure, and added, in tevms
sarcastically poignant, that as he had elevated him (o his present
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dignily, he could, with equal facility, deprive him of it. Perceiv-
g the tyrant’s drift, Jehaun Shal retived into the Haram, and
having, partly by menaces and alternate soothings, constrained
the unhappy women to deliver up their jewels and ornaments,
and other valuables, lie sent them in (rays to Gholam Caudir.
The royal family were, by this means, reduced to great distress;
the cries within the Haram Dbecame much loyder, and their
suflerings more acule; and with sorrow we relate, that to so high
a piteh was it carried, that some of the inferior order of females
actually perished for want, or wrged by the bitterness of despair,
raised their hands against theiv own lives. Insensible to the gene-
ral distress, and unsatiated with plunder, Gholam Caudir Khan
finding he hac nothing more to expect from the new king, pro-
cceded to the last act of wanton cruclty. He sent [or the dethroned
king and all the princes of the royal family to the audience
chamber; on their arrival, he sternly commanded Shah Aulum to
discover his concealed treasurcs; in vain did the king plead his
degraded state, and the consequent inability to conceal even the
smallest article. Inflamed by a continual debauch, which had
thrown him into a paroxysm of rage, the tyrant threatened his
sovereign with instant loss of sight; What! exclaimed the suffering
prince, (We quolc the literal expressions of a native author*)
What | will you destroy those eyes, which for a period of sixty years
have been assiduously employed in perusing the sacred Koran?”
Regardless of the pathetic appeal, the Rohilla, with character-
istic inhumanity, commanded his attendants to seize the king,
Having thrown him on the floor, the ferocious ruffian implanting
himself on his bosom, transfixed with  a poignard the eyes of his
venerable sovercign! on the completion of this horrid deed,
Gholaum Caudir ordered the king to be removed to distant apart-
ment. The miserable Shah-Aulum, pale and bleeding, was
conducted to his retreat; there, in all the bitterness of anguish,
to contemplate on his now ruined [ortunes. Emphatic, indeed, were
the expressions of the same nalive author in relating the fallen
condition of his sovereign; “This wretch,” (exclaims the indig-
nant historian) “this accursed wretch, has, in one fatal moment,
darkened the bright star of the august Timoorian family, and
huried in the whirlpool of destruction the stately vessel of imper-
ial authority.” The king, however, evinced, under such accumu-

MS. of Syud Rezzi Khan,
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lated misfortunes, a {irmness of mind, and resignation highly
honourable in his character; and it may not be unworthy to
remark, that the natives of Asia in genetal, probably, from the
principles of predestination which they imbibe from their youth,
are observed to sustain themselves under misfortune, in a manner
worthy of imitation by the European Christian.

Shah-Aulum surviving the loss of his sight during his confine-
ment, solaced himsell in contemplative reveries, and in compo-
sing elegiac verses, descriptive of his deplorable state*

But from such heart-rending scenes, let us hasten to relate
the remaining actions of this execrable monster. Hig next victim
was the infamous Nazir, This man, through whole disloyalty and
ingratitude Gholaum Caudir had been enabled to perpetrate his
atrocitics, now most descrvedly experienced the effects ol his
perfidious conduct, He was directed by the tyrant to give in an
inventory of his property and effects, and on refusing to comply,
he was scized and put into close confinement, when his ill-gotten
wealth was forcibly taken from him, thus exhibiting to the world
an excmplary instance of retributive justice for his demerits.

As Gholaum Caudir’s wealth accumulated, his avarice rose o
a proportionate degree; and blind to the impolicy of such a step,
he reflused to make an equal division of the spoil with his guilty
associate, Ismaeel Beg, incensed at this treatment, resolved to
abandon him,. He accordingly withdrew his guards [rom the
palace, and retired to his own house. From thence he dispatched
letters to the Marhatta general, acknowledging his errors, and
offering to atone for them by professions of future obedience
and fidelity, and declaring his readiness to join the Marha.i'&as"
in any measures toward the tyrant’s expulsion. 38 7

The supineness of the Marhatta government during bhc Iatc
disgraceful transactions, has been deservedly reprobated, and is
difficult to be accounted for on any principle of policy or advan-
tage to the state, Indeed, the unhappy monarch, from a strange -
combination of circumstances, seems to have been forsaken by
all his friends when he most needed their assistance; and it is
much to be regrcited that the state of British politics at that time

did not admit of interference on. the pa.rt of his old and, till now
faithful allies,

MS. narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan,
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Sindiab, when informed of the late tragical events, ordered
his general, Ranah Xban, to march forthwith to Delhi, expel the
traitor, ‘and liberate Shah-Aulum from his confinement. These
orders were obeyed with a willing alacrity on the part of Ranah
Khan ; and he exerted himself with so much diligence, that the
van nF the Marhatta army was in sight of the capital, when Gho-
laum Candic Khan, awakened (vom his dream of riot and intem-
pecance, received the first tidings of the enemy's approach. Finding
his situation in the imperial palace to Dbe untenable, he
preparcd for fight; but previous to his departure, he collected
the plunder, and taking the new king along with him, with all
Lthe princes of the royal family, together with the infamous Nazir,
he quitted (he fort by a private passage, and crossing the river
Jumna, cffected lis retreat to Mecrut, a town in the centre of
the Doo Ab, and distant about sixty miles from Delhi,

On the fight of Gholaum Caudir, the Marhatta general ad-
vanced, and took possession of the city and palace. His first care
was to release the dethroned king, causs him to be proclaimed in
Delhi, and furnish him with everything necessary for his conven-
ience or combort, Ranah Khan having then placed a strong garri-
son in the citadel, immediately set out in pursuit of the rebel chicll
Previous, however, to that step, he, by order of Sindiah, afforded
Ismaeel Beg a liberal supply of money for the payment of his
discontented soldiers; and divected (hat chiel to proceed to the
districts of Rewari and Gocul Ghur, whence he was commanded
to expel Nujulf Cooli Khatt, who had beheld with indifference the
late enormities at Delhi.

These arrangements being finished, Ranah Khan erossed the
Jumna.  ©On his second day’s march, he was joined by a Mar-
hatta chiel, named Ali Behadur, who had for some time past been
employed in Bundeleund,* and now brought with liim a body of
4000 horse in support of the general cause. The united force
then proceeded to Meerut, which was garrisoned by a strong force
of Rohillas, who still adhered to the tyrant’s cause. Ranah Khan,
not having any heavy artillery, was prevented from forming
a regular siege; he thevefore drew a line of circumbyalation arodnd,
and blockaded the fort. This mode would, he apprehended, eompel
the garrison to a surrender, by the supplies from without heing

LY in'win:: to the south-west ol Allubhebad,
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completely cut off; nor was he deceived in the expeclation; for a
dearth of provisions ensuing, the Rohillas began to sustain great
inconvenience. Gholaum Caudir endeavoured, by repeated sallies,
to animate his troops, and repel the besiegers. In every encounter
the intrepid chief exhibited a gallantry and resolution that would
have done honour to a better cause. But finding all his eflorts
fruitless, and the garrison having now become mutinous, he deter-
‘mined to attempt an escape.

Attended by 500 horse, who were still attached to him, he, at
their head, rushed out of the fort, and charged the cnemy so
vigorously, that though every endeavour was excrted to take him
prisoner, he made his way through the whole line, and accom-
plished his escape. But, at length, his own troops perceiving his
forlorn condition, began by dcgrees to drop off; so that ina
short time he was lelt quite alone; and, to complete his mishap,
his horse, exhausted by fatigue, sunk under him, and he received
in the fall a severe contusion, This accident compelled him to
take refuge in an adjoining village, where, being recognised by
the Zemindar of the place, he was seized, and put into confine-
ment. Information of this circumstance having been conveyed to
Ali Behadur, that chief sent a party of horse, who conducted him
into the Marhatta camp. On the rebel’s flight from Meerut, the
garrison surrendered at discretion. Their lives were spared, and
the princes of the royal family were released from their confine-
merit, and under an honourable escort conveyed to Delhi, On
their arrival, Jehaun Shah, after suffering severely for his ghort-
lived elevation, was remanded back to his former abode in the
fort of Selim Ghur,

On the reduction of Mcerut, Ranah Khan led his army to
Sehaurunpore, which place, on hearing the fate of Gholaum
Caudir, submitted to the Marhatta authority, who, from that
time, have remained undisturbed masters of the whole province,

Soon after this event, Ranah Khan with the army returned
to Delhi, where by this time the Maharajah Sindiah was likewise
arrived, and had resumed his former authority in the state.
The punishment of the rebel was too remarkable to be passed
over in silence; nor did his guilty associate, the Nazir, escape
the just vengeance of' his insulted sovereign.

‘Gholaum Caudir, on his arrival in the Marhatta camp, was
carried into the presence of the general; when, alter repeated
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teminds to discover the place where he had deposited the plm-
der of the palace, on his relusing to comply, he was delivered
over o a punishment terrible indeed.  He was first placed in
an iron cage, constructed for the occasion, and in this situation
was suspended in front of the army.  Afier sustaining the insults
and indignities of the soldiers, his nose, ears, hands, and [eet were
cut off; and in this mutilated and miserable condition he was, by
order of Ali Behadur, sent off to Delhi; but, on the journey, death
relieved the miseralle wretch [rom his sufferings; thus dreadfully
atoning [or the crimes of his savage and abandoned life | —The
Nazir, on his arrival at Delhi, was trodden  to death under the
fect of an elephant.

The melancholy t¢vients passing so rapidly in review, whilst
relating the transactions of an Asiatic Durbar, can afford to a
benevolent mind little to  contemplate with pleasure or attention;
but the picture, however disgpusting, may notwithstanding be
viewed to advantage., A British reader might, on this review,
dirvect his inspection inwards, and while he execrates the insatiate
spirit and detesiable ambition which can thus actuate men to the
commission of such enormitics, he may place before his fatigued
mind and more pleasing contrast ol the situation and invaluable
blessings of his native land —blessings, which teach him more
highly to value and to venerate that happy constitution, which is
founded upon an immutable and immoctal principle, thata
British sovereign can de no wrong.

Soon after the artival of the Marhatta army, Sindiah appoin-
ted a day for reinstating the deposed king on the throne of his
ancestors; and the ceremony was performed in the grand hall of
audience with much pomp and solemnity, An allowance was,
moreover, assigned to his majesty of nine lacks of rupees per
annum for the support of his family and household, the superin-
tendance of which was committed to Shah Nizam Al Deen, a
dependant on the Marhatta chiel*

*Whaicver might have been the real ineations of Sindizh when he
made this grant, in appearance so Jiberal, it cannot be denled  but his kindnes
Failed to offecl; and o may be affirmed with justiee, that from  the character
which this ehiel arjginally assumed of protector of the injured rights of the
Great Mogul, he, in Mact, beeame the oppressor. Intent only on his own
aggrandisemant, and in eMectuating his plans at the Poonah Durbar, the
Marhatta chiel detained the unbappy king in an apparently honourable, but
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Alter the terrible punishment ol Gholaum Caudir Khan, the
order of our narrative leads to the sitnation of Ismaeel Beg.
That nobleman, as already observed, had been detached by order
of Sindiah to reduce Nujuff Cooli Khan, at that time in the
neighbourhood of Rewari, On his arrival in the district, Ismucel
Beg was informed of the death of his antagonist, whose troops
were then under the command of his widow, a woman ol mascu-
line spirit and unbounded ambition, Well acquainted with the
active bravery of Ismacel Beg, Lhe Begum proposed to him a
coalition of interesls; and, to cxcite his hopes of success in a
rvesistance to the Marhatta authority, she proffered him the forces
and treasures of her deceased lord. The natural and hereditary
aversion entertained by Ismaecl Beg against the Marhatta nation,
inelined him, without much reflection, to accede to these propo-
sals, He accordingly marched his own force to the town of
Canoor, the place where the Begum then resided, and which was
actually besieged by the Marhattas,

Notwithstanding every exertion on the part of the enemy, he
threw himsell into the place, and endeavoured by repeated and
spirited sallies to prevent its fall, Unfortunately, in one of those
encounters, the Begum herself, who with a gallantry and spirit not
uncommon among the females of Hindustaun were accustomed to be
present in'action, was slain by a cannon ball. This misfortunc occa-
sioned a defection in her troops to their obedience of Ismacel Beg,
and which had, during her life time, been kept within proper
bounds. The principal leaders entering into a cabal against the
Mogul chief, agreed to deliver him up to the Marhattas, with whom

really miiserable, confinement; and during his own absence, he delegatad his
power to a crafly and designing dependant, who permitted the king and his
family to wantthe comman neccossaries of life; a civeumstance which inflicts
indelible disgrace on Sincdiah’s memory,  This-assertion would appear ovrer-
strained, and the circumstance, perhaps, too highly caloured, were it not noto-
rious to ail Delhi, that out of the above sum allotted in jaghire for the king’s
maintenance, he has seldom received more than 50,000 rupees par annum, and
that frequently ill paid. To be convinced of the truth of this [act, the author,
when at Delhi, made particular inquiry, and was assured by a nobleman of the
court, Syud Rezzi Khan, Colone] Palmer's Vakeel, that it was an actual - facl,—
This nobleman resides at the capital on the part of the English Ambassador, as
well as that of the Vigir, Asuf Al Dowla, for the purpose of dishursing to his
majesty the sum of (wo thousand rupees per month for his privy purse, (which
is termed Zurj Khass,) and this money, together with afew Irifling presents
received when persons are presented at court, is all the lineal descendant of
Timoor obtains for the support of himsell and his thirty children, residing
within the precinets of the imperial palace,
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they had commenced a megotiation.  But liowever secretly the
treaty, on this oceasion, was made, it soon reached the cars of
Ismacel Beg; and, he, to prevent the efféos of this treachery, wa
prevailed upon by his [viends to a voluntary surrender, requesting
only & guarantee lor his persanal safety. This was readily granted
hioy under the faith of Gencral Duboigue, at that time of high
command in the Marhatta army. Some fow days alter, Ismacel
Beg entered the camp, from whence he was sent ol a prisoner lo
the tort of Agraly, in which state he has since continued, While
the Marhatta influence oblains permanency at the court of Delhi,
it is probable he will continue under restraint, as that politic and
wary peaple will never suffir so active and intriguing a man to
be enlarged. But should any unforeseen cvent, in the hazacdous
system of the present palities, oceasion a decling,  or extinction of
their anthority, there is little doubt but this active and vigilant
partizan will again bear o conspicuous share in the revelutions.

Among the numcerous  adventurers who have for a series of
years emigrated [rom the regions of the north to the provinces af
Hindostaun, few have possssed greater military  (alents than Is-
macel Beg. Inured to arms at an early period of life under the
tuition of his uncle, Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani, he distin-
guished himsell on  scveral occasions by luis superior valour and
alility; and if), on a review of his character, we except the culpa-
bility justly attached to him for the share he bove in the trunsac-
tions of Gholaum Caudir, we must allow Ismaeel Beg the merit of
an active, gallant soldier; to which, by the unanimous voice of
his contemporaries, may be added that of an accomplished man,
generous in disposition, and kind and liberal to his followers and
dependants.

O the fate of the remaining persons who shared in the
various revolutions recorded through this volume, the Begumn
Somroo desecves notice, The [idelity exhibited by th's spicited
lady in defence of her sovereign on various occasions, merited a
Lettee peturn than that which she was destined to experiencs, "The
chiefs in the Marhatta army had long beheld with jealous in-
guietude the influence she had acquived with the king; and Sindiah
himsell appears not to have been wholly free from  this imputa-
tion; for, though he cannot be charged with giving directions lo
degrade the Begum from her dignity, his not taking immediate
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sicps Lo make reparation for the allvont, must appear to cvery
unprejudiced mind highly to his digeredit.  On the other hand,
it must, with equal impartiality, be confessed, (hat the conduct
of this lady gave her enemies great advantage.

During the whele of her administration, until the peciod
before us, she, by pradence and a circumspect conduel, governed
lier torritory with honour and advantage. Hor broops respected
her valour, and her officers yiclded ready obedicoce to her
authority. An unfortunate attachment, however, which she formed
[br one of those oMicers, occasioned  her severe  vexation and dis-
tress; and inconsistently with her usual prudence, she had granted
him her hand in mardage. Mre. Vaissaux, a German adventurer,
was the person selected; who, though a man of abilities, and who
had rendered cssential service to the Begum in the management
of her artillery and other military concerns, was nevertheless of a
haughty disposition and stern manners, which, unforlunately for
both, proved the source of a disastrous event.

The Begum was strongly dissuaded [rom this step by ler
friends, and by none more than the king, who, in this ill-fated
marriage, scrupled not to prediet the total downlfall of her
authority, a prediction too zoon to he fulfilled. By the scerct
instigation of the Marhatta leaders, the chief oficers and servants
of the Begum entered into a conspiracy, and reselved on her
deposition.— To give a sanction to their proceedings in the eyes
ol the people, they invited the Nuwauly Zulfler Yab Khan, son of
the deceased Somroo, by a former wile, to accept of the govern-
ment as his. just inheritance. This young man, turbulent in
manners, and of a worthless character, had received, through the
bounty of the Begum, an ample allowance [or his support, ever
since his father’s death; but his conduct had given her such dis-
gust, that she had forbidden his appearance at her own residence.
He was living at Delhi when the offer of the conspirators arrived,
undisturbed by any scruples of conscience, and not impressed by
any sentiment of gratitude or affection, he accepted the offer with
avidity, and repaiving to the town of Sirdhauna, in private, he
waited the event with impatience.

A few days subsequent to the Begum's marriage, she pre-
pared to accompany her husband in a circuic through her Jaghice.
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They had scarcely quitted the town of Serdhauna, when a mutiny
broke out among her own troops, and at the same instant, Zuffer
Yab Khav, who had been privately living in the town, now
rushed forth with a hody of Marhattas, seized on the town, and
was proclaimed Jaghire Dar, Informed of this event, the Begum
endeavoured, by the most studied attention and cogent argument
to induce her troops to return to their allegiance, but in vain;
long resolved on their plan, they were heedless of her solicitations
and scized and confined both herself and husband. This unfor-
tunate man perceiving himself in the power of his enemies, and
disdaining submission, in a fit of desperation put a period to his
existence; and the Begum was then reconducted to her capital,
only to behold the rebellion of her subjects, and the elevation of
her ungenerous relative, to the Musnud. ¥

After the settlement of the Government at Delhi, Sindiah
divected his attention to the subjugation of the different Rajpoot
states, who, during the late disturbances and f{requent revolu-
tions, had become, in a great measure, independent of the court,
In this arduous undertaking hz was assisted by the professional
abilities of an Europeau officer of distinguished eminence, Mr.
Duboigne, a gentleman formerly in the service of the Bast-India
Company, had, of late years, upon advantageous offers being
made to him, entered into that of Sindiah, and on many ocea-
sions had contributed to the ascendancy acquired by that prince
over his competitors, Mr, Duboigne, whose acutencss and peac-
tration enabled him to discern the vast superiority which disci-
pline obtains over irregular multitudey, and the advantages to
be derived from the introduction of Eutopean tactics, proposed
to Sindiah to raise a body of troops, cloathed and disciplined, as
far as the local and religious prejudices would admit, after the
model of the company’s European troops. The proposal was

*Though by this outrage, deprived of her authori*?r, the Begum passed
not her time in upavailing lamentadon ; she had many friends, and by their
assistance, aided by the earnest intreaties of the king, she was, in the suecceding
year, released from her confinement, and once more, though with circumscribed
authority, put in possession of her Jaghire, where it is the wish of every [eeling
mind she may long continue, Her atention towards those of our countrymen,
who have occasionally visitecdd her territori¢s, has been most hospitable and
unremitting, and among others, the author of this history is happy in having
an gppertuniry of adding his restimony of estcem for the kind offices afforded
himself” and his companions, during a fortnight’s residence near her hospitable
mansion,
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readily accepted on the part of the Marhatta chief, and Mr.
Duboigne, who had been vaised to the rank of general, prepaved
to enrry it into cffect,

i the course ol the cureent year,® tie fiest regular brigade ever
atiached to the Marhatta scryice, was raised, cloathed and appoint-
ed: it consisted of ten battalions of 730 men each, seven ol which
battalions were vegulars, denominated by the natives, Talingas,
cloathed and avmed with wosket and  hayoner, like the
company's troops.—The three remaining baualions were Patans,
armed with matchlocks of a2 new invention; their wmiform  made
alter Lhe Persian [ashion, and the whele brizade vegulas, as well
as matehlocks, were exercised by the manual word of command,
as practised in Buropean armies. To render the brigade more
campact, 500 Mewaltis, or irvegular soldiers, were attached
e perform the ordinary rowtine of eamp duties, so that the
troops might be ready, on all occasions, for active service—000
cavalry were atlached to the brigade, and 60 piecesof well-mount-
ed and well-served artillery, from 3 to 6 and 9 pounders.

In the succeeding years of 1791-2-3, the second and third
Lrigades were gradually raised of nearly equal force, with the
addition of 1000 Rohillas, for the express purposs of leading the
storming parties,—The force thus raised amounted, in the whole,
to 24,000 men and 130 pieces of artillery, commanded by
Euwropenan officers of different nations, and directed by the entee-
prizing spirit and unremitted perseverance of the general who
raised thern. Their success on a variety of the most trying occasions
proved equal to their expectations, and Sindiah confessed his
obligations to Mr. Duboigne, by reposing in him a confidence
almost unlimited, and by the cession of fifty-two districts in the
Dioo Ab, to be appropriated expressly as Jaiedad, for the mainte-
nance of the troops he had raised, Aided hy his exections, he, in
the period we have mentioned, not only recovered his foriner
possessiong, but in the end extended his influence to  the Punjab
frontier; by a rapid succession of victories, he defeated the
Nuwaub Ismacel Beg, Gholaum Caudir Khan, the countrics of
Undepore and Joudpore, and Jynaghur; and though he could not

* The ]'a!lnwin_:; detail was obligingly communicated 10 the  author by
Cienernl Duhoigne himself, who i now in Eagland, and t when he begs leave
1o oifer Lis very hearly acknowlelgements,
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absolutely wrest these dominions from the last mentioned prince,
‘he compelled him to the payment of an annual tribute,

Towards the middle of 1793, his aflairs calling him to the
west of India, he left Gopaul Row, his liewtenant-general, to
‘manage his affairs in the north, and General Dubicigne in the
center of his newly-acquired possessions, His power may, at this
period, be said to have reached its meridian splendour; his arms
again acquired an ascendancy over his contemporavies, and he
found himsell the leader and preponderating chief of the whole
Marhatta empire —from the confines ol Lahove, to the sea of Cam-
bay; he possessed an wuthority almost unlimited; while the Grmness,
energy, and activity, which marked the featves of his adminis-
tration, at the same time shed a bright lustre on bis character, i
thie minds of the princes of Hindostaun,

At the close of 1793, Sindiah prepared for Lis return to the
northward, with an intention, as it was supposed, of pushing his
arms against the Sieks; all looked forward to the fature motions
of this enterprizing chiel in a state of anxious suspense; but while
the different powers were either alarmed by the fear, ov excited
by the hope, of his appearance amongst them, he  was suddenly
seized with a distemper, which terminated his existence at the
age of 67,

His character has been already delincated by the record of
his actions in the preceding pages; in conclusion it may be remarked,
that from the incessant perseverance with which he laboured
to bring to maturity schemes once formed for his own aggrand-
izement; hae his life been extended, he would, in all probability,
have become a [ormidable antagonist to the interests of Great
Britain, whose rulers were not unacquainted with his active
spirit dr insatiable ambition. He was succeeded in his paternal
dominions by his nephew, Dowlat Row, who has not as yet
attained any pre-cminence among the princes in the Marhatta
states,

The few remaimng years of the reign of Shah-Aulum can
afford little on which to expatiste or digress, Reduced to depen-
dence on a foreign power for the support of himself and a numer-
ous family, the duration of his life cannot materially alter his situa-
tion; the fate of his family, and eventual successor, must remain
to be recorded at a . future period, but fits reign may be more
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proporly said to close when he sustained the fatal calamity belore
mentiongd. Shah-Avlum, nominal Emperor of Hindustaun, is in
his 75th year. His stature tall and commanding, his aspect digni-
fied and majestic. The vavages of lime arve discernible on his [ace,
and the recollection of his misfortunes have impressed hiz [catures
with melancholy. His carly youth was passed in spirited, though
ineffectual, struggles, to restore the diminished lustre of imperial
authority, and his conduct, whilst contending against the wsurped
power of Gazooddeen Elhan, deserves greal praise. But in the greater
part of his life, little can be found deserving the applause of pos-
terity. Irresolute and indecisive in his measures, he too [requently
rendered useless the plans formed by his {riends for the recovery
of his authority, while his excessive love of pleasure, and infatu-
ated attachment lo unworthy favarites, contibuted o degrade him
in the eyes of his neighbours and allies, and rvender the gmall
remains of his dominion contemptible. All his ministers, with the
exception of Nujuff Khan, were prodigal and rapacious in the
cxtreme; they perceived the king's weakness, and, by flattering
his vanity and supplying his extravagance, ensured to themselves
an vneontrolled authority in the state, while they abused the
generosily of their sovereign, by committing cvery species of enor-
mity and oppressive violence, ¢ |

Shah-Aulum had improved u véry good education by study
and reflection; he was a complete master of the languages of the-
cast, and as a writer, attained an eminence seldom acquired by
persons in hig high station. His correspondence with the different
princes of the country, during a very long and chequered reign,
exhibits proofs of a mind highly cultivated; and il we may jodge
by an elegiac essay, composed after the cruel loss of his sight, he
appears to have great merit in pathetic composition. 1n the in-
ternal economy of his household, he is universally allowed to'le
an affectionate parent, a kind master, and a generous patron.
His trials have been many, and it is earnestly to be hoped the-
evening of his life may be passed in a peaceful teanquillity; upon
a review of his lNfe and actions, it may, without injustice,
be pronounced, that though Shah-Aulum. possessed ot a
capacity  sufficiently vigorous to renovale the springs of - relaxed
government, or emulate his illustrious ancestors, he, notwithstand-
ing, had many virtués commendable in a private station; but he
unfortunately reigned at a'time when the roval autherity .was in
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its most degraded state and when great and shining  talents were
nccessary to render permanent his power, and curb the licentious
effusions of rebellious and disgahbedient subjects. The Sun of Timeer,
a5 a respectable historian™ has justly observed, is mast probably
set for ever; and i a continuation of the metaphor be allowable,
it may be added, that the decline and atter extinction ol thar
august Fumily was reserved to the days of the unfortunate Shah-
Aulun,

* Captain Jonathan Scolr, from whose hisiory of Deccan the author is
happy 10 acknowledge he hias veeeived considerable advaniage, in elucicating
the intricacies of dates under which orienl writers so constanily Iabour,
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