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AMŵW'It* lii1®  Ikf’* r '» W ** ’"Vt r *' Ip '■■il'JMW '
c h a p . m .

• ,f  I ' 1 ' V  )| | ,j j f  ; , \ . 1|  ' ll . '  , ' V '  'M  1 ■ V ' P f  y ‘' > .  _■ I I ’V \  ' A  '■ 1 . r  •; :  ' ■'1 ' V , V ;.1 . (\\)(-I A  f y ' f f

jVWm and Sources f  Revenue: 
i Sair. or imports *̂ 4

s Mabfocl or cuftoms on import and export,
3. Rabdarry, inland cafioms
5 Pan 'ey, tax on (hops —— r  “ —  X&S
4 Mhtt rrej/b; or poll tax
5 Jake a, tribute o- idolatry
6 Ferreay-fikgedarr,, fines and chout 
y Profit on felt farms
$ Rent of fruit trees ------ ——- — - «&J

* Mhai, landed or territorial revenue ------ — . .169

C 11 A P. IV.

Jim/ /rf«7/V'fyj(lenmf finahec ..... .......  *7*
---------------hi? hillory —— ;• — -  * 7 3
——,------- hir rules of fettlemen't

C H A P .  V.

1 The Rriia  or Jft&nfc Vfcjr ifekJy - .... ............... '7 ?
a Buttacy or dHirtoa of <9rpps ------ -  *77

I s §f| W*' ‘ 4 If nty1 * 1 ' \ti' -v |||JJ l
C H A P .  V h  ' ;i;'

Dlviftsn of the Provinces.
t The Khalja-Shcreefa lands -----  ■*----- *81



(nj
.. £ •.n  *3

. * ^ > - lands. -----  ,:-f -----  ,« ,
Q/’ Mii-iti> v Tenure, J

1 2 « ; f r j g t m  —  „  ,,Wi
a ; ^grsuat — ___i. «...
3 A>-*^Wgrant : ./' ' V ~ ~ ••—  !' •  ____ , 8 '

Of Civil Tenure.
4 * vat* or public d< ” *tic»nj ..................... t8 ,
5 A /.*,//!» ffrant* hr iuhuiic-nce ______ ... lS6

. 3 . rTi''tablei.mJsiv .Al-iuW/gfj.t ____ __
4 Irlt rio'hoklii’t>. o. Ij'aratfyry ............_  ‘ gg

C H A P .  VII.

A '.eicj.it regulation of coinage —  .......... JQ0
m m f  , . %

C H A ’\  V III. ,
I I I ff-, ' ■ \ MW$  . ''u •; 'j ( ,< vie ’ ?’ ,)7/tjrf $$ a1

Financial fyflero of the J)amt ----- - „ ____ r
— .......... ......of Be*g*! ---------  ------ U)7
"l»rn\ 3 r«//’a fvfiein improved bv K'ktn ............
H ubrf.of J affi,rK kM ' ______ * '
Sourer o f Mf. F <1 ncit’i  error in calculation — i0 i 
---------pi !db/cijuent. t»iil‘nian3g::i -.ent ------  ----2Qj

■ -p. ■ ■' £•'■ :}$ : V .  ■ ' *
C i l A P TX.

$̂4 ’ * i 4/" ' \ ^ r / .‘g /  i v
Ti'e M :de of Settlement ------ 2o6
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IN T R O D U C T IO N .

A HE difficulty and importance of a pub- 
lie Aation is Efficient to animate the exer­
tion of great abilities, It is no fmall tri­
bute of public praife to admit; that Mr. 
Dundas has combined in one ad of Parlia­
ment the intcrefh of Great Britain and 
of the Eari-India Company, and that the 
profperity of Great Britain and of Britijb 
India is attainable by the judicious applica­
tion of its powers.

Credit may be given to Mr. Francis when 
he lays, *c that he would abandon the 
“  1 abject of India for ever, if he could, 
st but that lie will not confult his eafe at 
‘ c the expence of his honour*.”  When 
he proceeds to fay that Mr. Dundas*s prin­
ciples and declarations, though barren and 
unproductive in his hands, will not be

* Mr. Frauds* Speech, April ajj* 1793, and Par­
liamentary Debates. Debrett.

b
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V ^ g ^ / d d s  in his own «, it becomes ncceiTaiy^ 

for t hole who diflent from any part of the 
prelent fyitem, to examine the foundations 
of Mr. Francis' plans, and the extent: of 
tiie me a lures which his 'honour urges him 
to inculcate, and which lie has fo fuccefs- 
fully diffufed among the vnoft eminent men 

f of this country, and continues to pro mu l- 
gatef. The revenue regulat ions of !Tippoo 
Sultaun appeared conclufive both againft 
Mr. Francis and Sir John Shore's revenue 
plans; from ientiments of humanity,, 
which-, had 'been awaked during the exer- 
c/.fc of a delegated truft, and were not 
‘idled, after the duty had ceafed, I . had 
lent a copy of that work to the prefs, that 
it might be known., .when 1 read the' fol­
lowing article in the Morning Chronicle of 
the 18th of July, > 793 : *

* Mr. Frantic Speech, 2jd April, 1793, and Par­
liamentary Debates. Dcbrett.

t Vide Original Minutes, See. 1776. Deirett, 1782.
— Heads of Mr. Franc!.?' Speech, 23d April, 1792. 
Dcbrrtl, — Letter from Mr. Francis to Lord North,
1776. Dei rat, 1 793, — And in all the Reg "tilers, &c. 
and Debates on India affairs.



v  We are happy in being able to flatcffil 1 
the public, that the humane and rational 

principle for which Mr. Francis has for 
years contended, in behalf of the natives 
of India, namely, that the ruling power, 
let its title to the dominion be what it 
world, neither was, nor could be, propri­
etor of the foil, is now eflablifhed by 
fuch direct; pofitive evidence, as it is not 
in the power of rapacity itfelf to contro­
vert, though fupported as it has been by 
iophiftry, fraud, and falfehood. It is a fcan- 
dal to the name of Britain that fuch a 
quellion Should have been permitted to 
fubftit; but it is now at laid decided ; and 
if  the'pretended representatives ,of a fociety 
of merchants fhould {fill continue to gralp 
the entire rents of the country, in their 
affirmed chandler of proprietors of the 
lands, they mud do it now by avowed and 
barefaced violence. All their other titles 
to plunder India are annihilated by evi­
dence, as they ought to have been long 
fmee by reafon, policy, and j office. We 
have taken the following curious docu­
ment from the Supplement to the Calcutta 
Gazette, dated the 27th of December, 

b 2
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^  |f*792>' and. we give .it to our.readers not . 

only us a proof of the learning and bene­
volence of the excellent author, buinof the 
practical utility of the learning and talents 

"\  Pf ftudious men, when applied, as they 
have been uniformly by Sir William Jones, 
to the benefit of mankind.”

The importance of the fubjeH itfeif, and the 
refpedt rue to the learned author, render it 
unnecejfary to apologize for pukUJh'mg the 

. Jp.iowtng Extra Si jrotn the /.'reduce Jo the 
A l Sirajiyy.di, lately published by Sir Wil­
liam. Jones.”

“  Childs 1 am greatly deceived, the 
work now presented to. the public, decides 
the tjueftion which has been Parted, wlm- 
thfr by toe Moghul conjhtution; tbs fovereî rs 
be not the jlk  proprietor of a!I the land i?.

• his empire, which, he or his predecejfqrs have 
' PPt: ,{d anted, to j  Juojeti ana his heirs; for 

nothing can be more certain, than that 
land, rents, and goods arc. in thp language
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of all Mahometan lawyers, property alike 
alienable and inherit able; and :fo far is the 
fovereign from having any right of property 
in the goods or lands of his people, that 
even elcheats are never appropriated to his 
nfe, but fall into a fund for the relief of 

) the poor. Sharif exp reffly mentions fields
and houfes as inheritable and alienable pro­
perty : he fays, that a Boufe, on which 
there is a lien, lltall hot be fold to defray 
even funeral e.rpences, and that if a man 
dig a well in his own fold, and another man 
perilh by falling into it, he incurs no 
guilt; but, if he had trelpafied oil the field 
of another man, and had been the occafidn 
of death, In mu ft pay the price of blood; 
tin, buildings and trees pafs by a hale of 
land, though not coiwerfely; and he al­
ways exp re lies what we call property by 
an emphatica! word implying dominion.
Such dominion, fays he, may be acquired 
by the aft of parties, as in the cafe of con- 
trails, or, by the act of la-tv, as in the 
cale of defceif} an 1, having obferved, that 

freedom is the civil ex fence and life- o f  a man, 
but Jlavery his death and annihilation, he 
adds, becaufie freedom ejlaUiJbes his right of

' G% N  ’ , ' ' f  ‘ ’ ’ ' ‘ ,t ' “ "  • M]
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, ’tiperty, which chiefly diflinguifbes man from 
other animals, and from things inanimate; l b 
that he would have conlidered fubjelh 
without property (which, as he fays in ano­
ther place, comprifes every thing that a man 
may jell, or give, or leave for his heirs) as 
mere flaves without ch il life : yet: Sharif 
was beloved and rewarded by the very con­
queror from whom the imperial houfe of 
Delhi boafied of their defeemv The Koran 
ahots to certain kindred of the deccaled 
lpecific Ihares- of what he deft, w ithout a 
fyllable in die book that intimates a fhade 
of f’iilinblions between realty and peno- 
nairy'; there is therefore no diftindbion, 
for interpreters muft make none, where 
the law has not diftinguifhed : as to Ma­
homed, he fays in pofitive words, that i f  
a man leave either property or rights, they 
go to his heirs; and Sharif adds, that an 
heir fucceeds to his ancejlors efiate with an 
atfolute r i f t  of ownerjhip, right cfpoffejum, 
and power o f alienation. Now } am fully 
per||aded that no NLiifulman Piu.ce, in any 
age or country, would have harboured a 
thought of controverting thejfe authorities.
Had the do&rine lately broached been fug-

*
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ftcd to the ibrocious, but politic anti 

religions Omar, he would, in his belt 
mood, have diked his count el lor ftcrnly, 
whether'he- imagined himfelf wifer. ’ ban 
God and his Prophet, and, in one o f  his 
pallion ate Tallies, would have ip u m ed  lviu? 
as a blafphemer from it is preience, ha-1 he 
been even his dearcft friend or his ableft 
general: the placid and f : benevolent A H  

would have given a harlhjrebuke to fuch 
an adviler; and AunmgrJje himfelf, -the 
bloodied of aflaflins and jefafe moll: ■ ■ avaricious 
of men, would not ha{e adopted and pro- 
claimed fuch art opinion, whatever his 
courtiers and Haves might have fa id, in 
their zeal to aggrandize their mafte'r., to a 
foreign phyfician and philolbpher, who too 
haftily believed them, and aferibed to fuch 
a lyifern all the defolation of which he had 
been a witnels. Conquelt"..could, have 
made no difference; for, either.the-law of 
the conquering nation was eflabbftied in 
India, or that of the conquered was buf­
fered to remain: if the iirft, the Koran 
and the dicta of Mahomed were fountains, 
too facred to be violated, both of public 
and private law ; if the iecond, there is
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n̂ .-22%  end of the debate ; for the old Hindoos 

it*oft alluredly were abiolute Proprietors of 
their land, though they called their fove- 
reigns Lords of the Earth ; as they gave 
the title of Gods on Earth to t-ho Brdbmins, 
whom they puhifhed, neverthelefs, for 
theft with all due fc verity. Should it be 
urged, that, although an Indian prince 
may have no right, in his executive, capa­
city, to the land of his fubjeds, yet, as 
the foie kgijiativt power, he Is above con- 
troul; I anfwer firmly, that Indian prin­
ces never had, nor pretended to have, an 
unlimited iegiflative authority, but were 

% always under the controul of laws believed 
* to be divine, with winch they never clai­

med any power of difipenfingd*

« I am happy in an opportunity of ad­
vancing thefe arguments again ft a dodriue 
which I think imjuft, unfounded, and big 
with ruin ; for in the courfe of nine years,
I have feen enough of theft provinces and 
their inhabitants, to be convinced, that, if 
we hope to make our government a bleffing 
to them and a durable benefit to ourfelves, 
we mull realize our hope, not by wring-
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rig for the prefent thelargeft poflible re­

venue from our 'Afiatk fubje&s, hut by- 
taking no more of their wealth than the 
public exigencies, and their own fecufity, 
may a&ually require $ not by diraiiiifhirig 
die mierefti which landlords muft naturally 
take m their own foil, but by augmenting 
it to the utmoft, and giving them aflu- 
rance that it will defeend to then heirs: 
when their laws of property, which they 
literally hold facred, fhall in practice be 
iecured to them w hen the land-tax fhall 
he lb moderate that they, cannot have a 
coloured pretence to rack their tenants, 
and when they fhall have had a well- 
grounded confidence, that the proportion 
of it. will never be raided, except for a time 
on fome great emergence, which m ■ / en­
danger all they poffefs; when cither the 
performance of every legal contract fltall 
be enforced, or certain and adequate corn- 
pcnfrdori be given for the breach of it ; 
when no wrong fhall remain on redrafted, 
and when' redrefs fhall be obtained at little 
expence, and with, all the fpeed that may 
be confident with neceftary deliberation ; 
then will the population and refources of
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ami Bahar continually increale, and 

our nation will have the glory of conferring 
happinefs on confiderabiy more than twen­
ty* four minions (which is, at leaft, the 
prelent number) of their native inhabi­
tants, whole cheerful induftry will enrich 
their benefactors, and whole firm attach­
ment will iecffre the permanence of our 
donimiouf'

Among the various literary obliga­
tions we owe to Sir William Jones, I had 
reckoned the evidence in Saconlala of 
the antiquity of the corn rent, Hated 
in tile Jyeen Akberry* to have been the 
cuftom of Bengal, graciouily continued 
by the Emperor to his Hindoo fubje&s. 
When I. heard that Sir William had com­
mented on the revenue fyftem of Bengal, 
in 1792, I flattered myfelf that we ihould, 
on his authority, know whether the defi­
nition of Zemindar "t, or Collector of th® 
Royal or Jageer Lands, is corredf ?

#  Ayeen Akberry, Vol. I. p. 347, and ibid. Vol. 
XL Soubab Bengal and Bahar. 

f  Ayeen Akberry, Vol. 1* p» 372*
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VV hether Crown lands, “annexed, to offices 

civil or military, with fervices fpecifiecl m 
the Sunnuds, were m. the Moghul fvft 
or ought to be, in juftice and p, iicy, more 
dependant on the Sovereign, than culth 
lands held by the llcyut, with rent, or tri­
bute fpecifiecl in the Pottah, of heritable 
leaie of the cultivator of the toil?

Whether Sunnuds, or written cornmif- . 
fions, grants, or ieafes in India, can bs 
diliingutlhed without ini petting them, any 
tnoic, than a freehold, copyhold, or annual 
leafe can in Europe be diflinguiiheti with- 1.. 
out pending the leafe ?

Whether reference to a public rcgtfter,
.as in the regiftcr counties of England., 
would not in India be Ids vexatious chan, 
to abolifh the public regiftef, and refer ti­
tles to luits in a modern court Dswannee 
Adauki ?

In fhort, whether Sir John Shore's fet- 
tlement is preferable to Mr. Grant's pro - 
pofed imitation of a fixed rule, attual mea-
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furemcnt» valuation, and equal alledrnent, 
to the Moghul fyflem ?

I was 'chagrined to find, on Sir William 
Jones's authority, that reference to addi- 

. tion.il Mahcmedan authority is yet need'- 
...ary to decide whether any fpeeies of pro­
perty was compatible with the Koran■; and 
to read the rcfult of nine years ohfervations 
of Britifh management, cornprifed in a 
few ethical fentences, which, all modern 
diipiifants will adopt, for they all profefs 
ethics, though every pradtical experiment 

I has produced injuftice and extortion.

When I law this extrafl at once con­
founded with Mr. Francis’s lyilem, I felt 
that I might be confounded with the advo­
cates of b.wlels rapine ; and I determined, 
after a part of the My lore an Regulations 
were printed off, to dilHnguifh the princi­
ples of different periods ; this late decifiou 
increafed the defers to a carelcfs arrange­
ment ; if  it {hall be intelligible, my obieft 
will be, perhaps, better anlwered than if 
I i\ad gone out of my own room to feek 
information, or to ad vile even with a tingle
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x l - period. What I flare is from recoiled ion 

of paft meaiares, and from materials which 
I had eolleaecl for my private information; 
and,what 1 communicate from my private 
corTefponcien.ce will not be biafled by par­
tiality to private friends, nor to particular 
adminiftratio.as. A degree of amour propr-e 
inclined me not to affix my name to form- 
perfect, a publicat ion ; if it lhall be known, 
it will be very .unimportant. Having ne­
ver entered into, covenants with the Com­
pany, nor at any time fhared its xnterdls 
as a proprietor of India, flack, and, having 
never been In India, it may be enquired 
why I take this trouble, iVly an fiver is 
fhort; 1 have followed the progrefs of 
friends through every part of India j my 
mind often hangs over the honourable 
graves of much-lamented friends in India; 
l enjoy the fociety of others, who have 
returned with honour to Great Britain; 
and others yet remain in India whom I re- 
fpedl and value. I do not publifh for 
them ; I have reckoned life well 1 pent, 
when it founded the bare hope of deferaftg 
friendship ; and I do not reckon it a facri- 
fice to devote a few hours in the hope of
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"^'^contributing to the protection of. millions 
; o f fellow fubjeCts, who will, never be con- 

icious of my. exigence. My motive in all 
event mud be. my apology; and without 
farther preface, I fhali examine the a£t 
curfovily as to its general principles of 

' connecting 'Qreat Britain- with Britijh India 
in the Introduction, and then proceed to 
confider the internal management of Bri- 
tiji|  India, under Mahomedan and Britijh 
conquerors, and to deduce a plan for Bntifb 
India, connected with the principles of the 
ad of the laid feffion of Parliament.,
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Principles of the AH for fettling the Govern­
ment and Trade f  Britifii India, 1793.

T h  E Parliament of Great Britain, in 
the lait ilffion, lias granted a period of 
twenty years, from the ill; of March,
1794 ; during which it may be expc&ed, 
that the prosperity of Great Britain and 
Brittjh India will ariie from the juflicc, 
wild 01:0, and moderation of Great Britain, 
in fettling the rule of permanent connec­
tion with its difhnt, but invaluable, pro­
vinces. In the ad of 1793, we muff: 
look for the powers veiled in Commiffio- 
ners in behalf of the State j and in the 
Company, under its double defcription, 
managers of a limited o.clufive commerce, 
refponfible to the Proprietors; and agents 
for the management of the landed revenues 
of the State, refponfible to the Minnie is
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of the Crown, and to the Parliament of 
Great Britain*

It may lint fome politicians to cor.fiJer 
this a£l as the novelty which Mr, Dmtdas 
announced to Parliament when he Hated •
« that the difficulties he had experienced 
f  had ariien oat only from the magnitude 
u and importance of the fubjefi, but from 
14 the 'fyjlctn which he was to propofe be- 
ie ing in oppjjitlcn to efhbli/hed theories 
“  in government and in commerce. Thefe 
44 theories, he admitted., were juii: sand 
<*• applicable to other cafes, and yet lie 
** found 'it dangerous to bffeni to them 
■«t when he was deviling a plan of govern- 
44 merit and a Jyftem of trade for Britijh 
44 India”  Others may incline to fit/ with 
Mr. Francis, “  by one general prelimi- 
4 4 n a r y  declaration I mean to include ah 
44 rnofl the whole of what the Right Ho- 
44 nourab le Gen riernan has It. a ted, namely,
44 that the meafure he pro poles, the prin- 
44 cipl’es he maintains, the facts he aliens,

Speech of the Right Hon. H, Dtindas, April 
-3> n?93* Reprinted iu Parliamentary Debates,
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4< and the arguments with which he {up..
“  P°rts his propositions, appear to me to 
“  fomd in direct oppofitiou >to truth, to 
“  reiilcn, to policy, to experience, and to 

juffice ; and to be dangerous in their 
“  application and efle£t, as they are fatfo 
tf an  ̂ abfurd in their conception. I do 
“  not apply this language to the Right.
*4 Honourable Gentleman, hut to the 
“  monfhous Scheme he recommends, and 
“  the aftomfhiug reafons he affign- for it V

A gentleman, dpfervedly cileerned in the 
philofophical and literary world, with great 
labour and ability, had compiled for.the 
information of the Board of Controul, an 
Abflradt of the Plans for Britifh India, 
which Mr. DunJas, with great liberality, 
permitted to be publifhed, in addition to 
his annual report of the revenues and 
charges of India, and of the trade of the 
Eaft-India Company. The avowal of thefe 
data removes “  the veil from the arcana of 
c‘ Indian pol i t i cs i t  would therefore be

* Heads of Mr. Francis' Speech iri Reply to 
Mr, Duadas, April 23. JMrctt, 1793.

c
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an ill return to cavil and pervert this faci­
lity of examination and comment to any 
other purpofc than fiipplemental obferva- 
tions, tending to facilitate the measures of 
G overn m en t, by pointing out exifting er­
ror, and by fuggefting practicable remedy; 
an attentive perufal of the a€t will diveil 
it from pre tendons to paradoxical novel­
ty, and will protect it: from fweeping in- 
Veidivc.

i» The adl veils in the State its right to 
Sovereignty over the territorial pofleilions

| in India, and in the Miniiters of the Crown 
ample power of fupermtending or con-

| troling all matters- of a financial, civil, or 
military nature.

I * If I j| i ||| H’ I g,„
2, It. preferves the Trade to the Com- 

panv m all its branches, and admits of & 
limited participation of trade to His Ma * 
jelly’s fubjefts, under the direction of the 

- Board of Commiffioners, fubjedl to appeal
to the Privy Council, and to a pofitive re- 
iponiibility to Parliament.

* The Plans for Britlfti India* IDtbrtit) 1-793*
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,3* It cxprefsiy coucuiues a Guarantee 
or a Charter of Rights, by continuing 
the promifes held forth in the a£fcs of the 

• s i and 24, Geo. III* to preierve the krill* 
tutions and laws ©f the natives by the mild 
ipirit of Britiih Government*

It therefore may be' faid to be founded 
cm principles congenial and prevalent in 
Great Britain, compatible with eftablilhed 
theories of government and commerce, 
and “  (diked to the liberal views of the

Britiih nation, which require a variety 
“  of particulars to be more minutely 
“  known and inquired into before it will 
“  be poffible to realize the whole in a fyf- 
“ • tem.”

The profperity of Great Britain and 
the profperity of India now depend on. the 
judicious dife rim illation of the real dr­
eam dances, laws, opinions, and rights of 
the natives of Bridfh India, hitherto en­
veloped in obfeurity, artificially increafod 
by the native managers of a nominal Mo­
gul government, and by Banyans, the na­
tive managers of the concerns of the Com- 

c z
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pany’s fervants, by whole agency or col­
lation public or private peculation has been 
conduced; and by whole .art and rmfin- 
forination every financial fyfteni of faith­
ful and able fervants of the Company has 
hitherto been fruftrated. It  will therefore 
be proper to bring to more general no­
tice the aftual pra&ice of an exifting Ma- 
homedan government, and to confider 
what principles of former theories are 
compatible with the beneficent par poles of 
the prefent aft, and with the rights and 
profperity of Britilh India. I f  the data 
are not admitted, an inquiry, purified with­
out the fpurof party, will afeertain truth,., 
the information of thofc diftinguifhed riiieai 
in the Company’s fervice, whole thirftddr ' 
knowledge has not been iuperleded by the ‘ 
third: for riches, will not be wanting, the 
lame means of information 'which has 
opened to Europe the literature o'the Ea.lt, 

i will explain in what the whilom of the 
Ealt, tamed in facred and profane writ, 
confided ; and by what means the inode n- 
five Hindoo may be refeued from opprefe 
lion, and the Britilh name from dilhonour.
Too long have Hindoo politicians lamented
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that the Englifh knew how to conquer, 
but not to govern, India.

u There were (taici Mr. Dundas) fads 
“  and events refpeding which there could 
“  be no difference of opinion. India,
“  or the country of Hindoftan, governed 
“  by Britain, is in a Bate of profperity 
¥ unknown to it, under the- moll wife 
“  and politic of its ancient Sovereigns.” 
That it may become profpeious under the 
prefent act is feriouily to be believed, but 
that it is fo in the degree confident with 
Britifh honour and'Britifh policy cannot he 
admitted: and it is cruej to labour to lave 
the national honour by drifting its errors 
exclusively on an individual. Late events 
in Europe have proved that the exercile 
of reafon and judice is fiibjed to decay in 
focieties founded on. thofe principles; and 
in political paroxyfms of dates, the im~ 
controled exercife of tlie paffions is feme- 
times employed fyftematically to fybvert 
order, and as a prelimtifary to renovation; 
the fame experience will prove it more 
eafy to deftroy than to renovate.
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la  India, the paroxyfoi is over, and the 
diftinft orders of its fociety exift, bat are 
neither methodized nor underftood. Will 
not our experience of India juftify the hope 
that it may attain greater prosperity than, 
it at prelent enjoys ? Will not.Mr. Dun- 
das’s political experience prove, that a great 
part of the information he has received is 
ib difguifed by European party or private 
intereft, as to become aimofl as ufelefs and 
on,entertaining as the miferable novels 
which apply Indian names to the coflume 
o f Europe ? Will he aflert that his own 
mind is -fettles! on the detailed application 
of his own principles ? Will he not re­
view thofe parts of the political and terri­
torial management of India, to which the 
following -obfervations principally apply ? 
and will he be Ids c! if pole cl to take that 
trouble from their being addrefied to the 
attention of the public, with the aflertion 
arifmg from ferrous coiwidfiou, that the 
errors of the financial experimental fettle- 
mentof Bahar, rendered, if poffible,5 per­
manent there, and extended to the reft of 
Britifli India, will unintentionally occahon



niorc permanent calamity to the natives 
India than, any former experiment?

i. Sovereignty»

For the purposes of legiflation or go-" 
vemment, we inuft remember, that the 
definition of the Sovereign in whom the 
powers of government veft, is not turn- 
dent.

The government eftabliihed by Mahome­
tan conquerors of Hindojiati, cannot pro­
perly be continued in their name after the 
Sovereignty is transferred into other hands, 
Mahometan fubje&s, according to the pro­
portion of their number and property, to 
the population and property in the coun­
try, muft be conilderedj, and influence the 
attention of the new Sovereign, who mult 
refpect the prejudices of the many, and 
preferve the rights of the whole. Policy 
'urges, inveftigation of the cuftoms* opi­
nions, and laws of the natives, that prin­
ciples congenial to good morals and good 
police may, with the leaft violence to 
their afages and prejudices, be eftabliihed.



l XX1V 1  n
ft ( ®}spcli;G io iis management the conquerifi |
X^g^com es the father of the people; the ve- 1 

iteration for the name of Slkhr will not be 
forgot in HmJoJian, Even temporary ru­
lers or difiri<5b may defefye the -biddings 
of the gentle Hindoo, like Mahomed ./him, 
who, during bis refidence at Dacca, was 
Co beloved, that the .inhabitants, to this 
day, in their common longs, lament his 
fate with tears, and celebrate his memory*. 
Mere preference marked, by Government 
may preferve the good, while deflrudliva 
principles may tall into di-fufc, by perfect 
toleration.

The accounts taken from different ob- 
fcrvers vary as to the exact proportion of 
the Mahomedan and Hindoo fubjefts of 
Great Britain. Mr. Scrafton, /tiling the 
Maaomedans of all feel's, and defer rptions 
under the denomination of Moors, lays, 
they are not in number the hundredth part 
of tbe natives+. I chink Major Renndi

* HtnwW* Interdcing Events, Vol, I, p. 33. 
t Refiedions on the Gaverumcns of Hlndcjian, 

p, 20, £. Sir often, sj 63.
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inhabitants of Bengal. in the Cifcats9 

Mr. Grant dates the population to be two 
millions and a half of Hindoos, and fornc 
thoufands only of Mahomedam, many of 
them in the militia, &c.; but their united 
teftimorrv makes it indii putable, that the 
mafs of the people, who can claim their 
rights under the aft of Parliament, fortu­
nately for Great Britain, are Hindoos. Let 
ihofe who legiflate read their char after :
“  Uninfluenced by the Mahomedam, the 
« Hindoos are a meek, fuperibtious, chari- 
“  table people, a character formed by their 
44 temperance, cudoms, and religion ; they 
« prefer a lazy apathy, and frequently 
“  quote this faying from a favourite book;
“  ‘ It is better to lit than to walk, to lie 
« down than to walk; better to Deep than 
“  to wake; and death is bed of allL

Half chrirtians, or any other half prin­
cipled men, form the mod dangerous, if 
not the mod abandoned, of the human 
fpecies; aud it the meafure of converting

* R 'fleftion s, Serafim, p. 17 .
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mdms by parliamentary authority, w hieglL j 
as adopted as a rider to the prefent aft, 

and was rejefted by the Houfe of Commons, 
lhall be revived, may the principle of re­
jecting fyftems of profeiytifm, as wrong; in 
themfelves, and as productive, in moli 
tales,' of abufe and of political mifehief*, 
ably Hated by Mr* Fox, be fhbftitutcd to 
culpable complaifance to any individual; 
and it Mr; Dundas Lia.il want• an• argument 
m point, Jet his own good fcnfe.give weight 
to Mr. Serafton'a evidence f .

In addition to Mr. ScraJ/on’s Jill; of 
Moors, inhabitants of Bengal, let us re­
member the progrefs of a great nation riling, 
or rifen, in the N. Weft of Hindojlan, the 
Seeksi for whole particular religious tenets 
we are indebted to Mr. Wilkins, as well as 
for his many intefelting communications f.
Mr. Forjler alfo had found a conftderable 
number of this foft at Calcutta, Mr. G-ani 
informs us that the LombarJies, Bunjar-

*  Sketch of Debate, May a j, i  

f  Reflections, p. j .
t Afiatic Rcfcjfchepj Vc>l. I, p. 2913, &«»
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fahs, or tribes of inland carriers, are a 
tribe of Seeks, fubdivided into eighteen 
(mailer tribes, all followers of Naneek Shah, 
and defendants of camp followers, who 
attended Shah Jehan and Allum G ar in 
their wars ill the Decan, and. continue 
wandering tribes,. Mr. Wilkins attended 
their meetings at Patna, and w as invited 
to become a follower of Naneek Shah*. Ha 
informs us, t£ a perfon having ihewn a 
“  fmcere inclination to renounce his for- 
“  rner opinions, to any five or more Seeks 
** aflembled together in any place,: as well 
“  on the high way as in a houfe of wor~
** fhip, they fend to the rirft fhop where 
« fweetmeats are ibid, and procure a fma.ll 
“  quantity of a particular lort, which is 
“  very common, and, as 1 recoiled, they 
« call Batafa; and having diluted it in 
“  pure waterf they fpririkle feme of it 
“  on the body and into the eyes of the 
u convert, whilft one of the beft inftru&ed

* Naneek Shah, before his apoftacy, was a Hindoo 
t>f the Khitry or military cart, He tlouriihed four 
hundred years ago at Punjab, and founded this in- 
.creating ie&.
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' tipcats to in any language m which 
“  he is convcrfant, the chief canons of 

their faith, exading from him a (qletxm 
“  prornife to abide by them, the reft of his 

» this is the. whole ceremony. 
This ftfi will include all the wanderers 

norn the Koran and Shajlcr, and tnuft be 
included in the political view of native 
ftatos. The Seeks arc already on our Iron* 1 
«f:rs and m«ft be combined' with our pc- 
hey ; their didinguifhmg chara&er as "a 
ration xs the love of toleration., of inde­
pendence, and of property. They are here 
mentioned as dimuiiftung the oroportion of 
tlit. followers of the Koran, and con he- 
qucntly dee read tig the neceffity of the Ko- 
ran being the univerfal code ibr rhe natives 
of Brdi/h India* It muft be admitted, 
that Bnti/h India, denominated from its 

y native lubje&s, both in number and pro­
perty, is a Hindoo nation; it is con ftquentiy 
confident with the aQl of Parliament, and 
demon ftrably confifteht with policy, to 
render it in. enact a Briti/fr Hindoo govern- '
/ f ;Y> 10 g‘vt- »t a unity of intcreft and

* Ptetls for India, {>, 414,
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principle through the whole vale of the 
Ganges, the dreary and the Carnatic, to 
Mount Delhi, on the coaft of Malabar, by- 
following up proCetVion to every fufcjeA; 
and to tributary Sovereigns, by obferving 
good faith; and when influence is politi­
cally neCefiary, to cxerclfe it only lo hr as 
may combine in one fyftena; the inter ells 
which, geographically, are inleparahle.

Thefe general obfervations may fuffice 
for the general delcription of natives or 
Britifh India, who mull be within the pur­
view of the aft. When 1 read in the Flans 
for Bnttjh huha *, and know that it truly 
deferibes the exiftmg policy and letter of 
treaties, 1 cannot help recollecting Oover 
nor John fin's ipeec h f  in 1772’ when the 
definition of Cliriftiuis, winch is, conti- 
tinuetl to this day, was introduced. I 
had the honour of prelecting to this Hondo 
a petition from a, poor oppreffed Armenian 
merchant, who fuffered long imprilbn.

# p„ 412, Mrettcb fubjedls are as Jsritl/b fubje£L » 
other Europeans are as Bnt'ijh fubje&s.

f  Parliamentary Debates, Vol. X X IV . p, 6.J.
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[;, ment'> without ever being- able to know 
the crime of which he is accufed.. It is 
frye, qr finding his cafe was laid before 
the Houle, the framers of this bill have,
In fome xncaftre, comprehended his fed 
within the remedies' of their law, by in­
ferring the word Cbnjium; but it was not 
bccaule he was a Chrillian that I prefented 
his petition, but becaufe he was a human 
hieing and a fellow creature, and becaufe 
his cafe brought the iituation of all the in­
habitants of Bengal fairly before the Houle; 
nor can the gentlemen who patronize this 
bill fhew me one reafon for inferring the 
word Chr/flian, that does not apply equally 
for putting in the words Mufulman and 
Gentoo."

Since that period the pledge of Parlia­
ment has been given 'to govern the natives 
according to their rights and ufages; and 
as the mafs of the people is Hindoo, the 
influence of Bntijh juflice and honour may 
he clothed in the forms of Mahometan or 
Hindoo proeefs. But the name of the 
Moghul ought not to pervdde Brittjh India; 
the Koran cannot be the guarantee of the

' ■ G° S x  v 1 ■ 1
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"  rights and the protection to Afiatic lubjefts 
of Great Britain, becaufe the ad of Par­
liament has .wifely guaranteed the f£ot au to 
Mahometans, the Shajler to Hindoos In the 
Bengal provinces, and the Vet dam to the 
Hindoos in the Decan i and with this hi, 
view, Great Britain may fefely compile ®> 
code for Britijh India,

The French*, backed with the power 
of France, and by powerful native allies, 
foil cited,, by her merchants, in 1786, to 
fettle at Calcutta ; and can it be doubted 
that every nation will fye thankful to ex­
change their antiquated Phirmaund for the 
protection, of Great Britain. W hy keep 
up difUn Chons to provoke difcufllons, vv hen 
no European can or ought to be in Britijh 
India, on iuperior rights and privileges to 
Britijh European 1 ubiecls ; becauie there is 
no power to protect, which is not veiled 
in the f^p re tentative of the King, and in 
the law, functioned by the Briti/h Parlia- 
ment.

# Vide Treaty of Cerjaillts, 1783.
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On the fame principle it can he no longer 
proper to aicertam the value of the ftan- 
dard coin of Brhijh India, by the reference 
to the acceffion of a depoled Moghul; it 
ought to bear the: date of the reign of his 
Majefty.

Writs in the King’s name have for years 
had currency through Brhijh' India; and by 
the prefcnt act, juftices of the peace are to 
ad, in Briti/h' India; and we are fit 11 told we 
can only preferve the allegiance of the m- 

. lives by conforming to the contradidory
treaties we have made with fubordinate 
princes, ufurpersof the Moghul’s dominions, 
and with the Moghul himfelf; “  and as 
u thefc treaties alone are intelligible to 
“  our Af tic fubjeds we fhould do 
injuftice to their good ienle, if we fuppoled 
they car, reconcile to principles of public 
faith and public juftice, our rights to India.
The natives have had too much experience 
of the rights of the fword, to ftudy the va­
rious treaties to cover injuftice or to ferve 
the policy of the day. If one maxim is *

* Plans for Briti/h India, cliap. 3, page 344,
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•Nŝ j$s6re univerfal among the natives of India 

than another, it is “  to forget their go- 
« vernors when their power is annihilated.”
Since we have refojrted to Bengal, they can 
teftify who have had experience, of various 
exertions of arbitrary po,wer, and can have 
no reafon to be anxious, that any experi­
ment within their memory may either be 
repeated or perpetuated by treaty.

' ; : < y' i s ? JV, 1 ' 0 -Y ’• o " V ' o' \ M ]
From political neceffity we have aliened j 

the lovereignty of B ril if,h India in Europe * ;  
to hold another language to our fellow 
fubjects in India, would cheat them of their 
rights as a confhtuent part of the Empire, 
to which they have contributed lo much, 
and to which they are more likely, under 
good Government, to contribute, than other 
detached parts of the King’s dominions.
Policy in a great degree, but expediency in 
a Hill greater degree, Iras dictated the keep­
ing in cammijfwn the exercife of love- 
reignty; but it is not expedient or politic 
to continue the name oi the Moghul in ’•

* Vide Treaty of Verjailks, 1783.

d
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BHtifh India, and perpetuate the tftck of 
double government,for die purpofe of main­
taining A double eftabltfhmenr; and to 
perpetuate" an engine of native manage - 

|| incut, by which' ambitious neighbours may 
aflert thtir pretentions to the fovereignty 

j|v of Briti/h India, on equal legal title, when­
ever temporary diftrefs njay encourage the 
hope of iuccefs. Shall we fo foot forget, 
when, Mr. Ha/lings left Calcutta, and with- 

‘ drew from the luppoit of the Bengal go­
vernment all that his amiable character and 
long• exdufive management of the native 
Durbars had combined with the legal 
powers- of a Governor General, and the 
difficulty of our (ituation, at that period,, 
and the exha idled date of the resources in 
India having rendered a general reform the 
firti mealure ot Mr, Macphsrfon s govern­
ment, and naturally marked it as a moment' 
of weaknelx, Scindia advanced to die fron­
tiers cl,Bengal, at d peremptorily demanded 

«. the arrears of Chat in open Durbar? The 
Governor General rejected the private .disa­
vowal of the demand; and. when Scindia 
had the evidence of fo much decilion in
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open. Durbar, lie traafmitted his apologies 
and the total difavowal of his requiiition.
If Mr. Macpherfon had not poffefled in­
tegrity, firmneft, and decilion, the fixa­
tion of Bengal on Lord Cornwallis' arri­
val would have been very embar raffing.

This anecdote,, which would probably 
have applied in lunilar cafes to Mr. RajUngs 
or Lord Cornwallis, is meant to Ihew that 
we are. not yet indcpendant of the perianal 
qualities of a. Governor General. This tri­
bute of juftice to Mr. .Macpherfon will lead, 
us to eftiroate the integrity and the mili­
tary talents of the Marquis Cornwallis, 
when we conlider diipahionately how 
much of the falvation of India is ex.clu- 
fiveiy due to his' perfonal qualities and to 
his perfonal exertions. And yet while 
we affert, as a great, nation, the fovereignty 
of Briiijh India, let us not turn a fide the 
eye of pity from the old blind Moghul, from 
whom we extorted a title to an Empire 
which had been ufurped by his unfaithful 
fervants. The mtereft of Great Britain 
mu ft not be Sacrificed to reftore a depofed 
Moghul to any con fide rable degrees of au-

d 2
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' tljodty*; but the.honour and humanity of 

Great Britain ought not to have been fo 
tardy to relieve the diftrefles of an. unfortu­
nate. Prince who deferved a better fate. A 
reipeftahie friend at Calcutta informed me 
laft year that he had in his pofleflion a letter 
from tiie old King to a lubaltern Officer in 
the Company’s fervice, requeuing his inter- 
ceflion for good offices, if if reaches Lord 
Cornwallis' hand, he will not overlook the 
fiteation of the Moghul; the policy and 
eonquefts of Scindia, already too far ex­
tended, wilt force themfelves on the notice 
of Government.

When 1 conftder the excrcife of fove- 
reign ty, I cannot but feel in a degree my 
prefumption in queftioning the inveffiga- 
tions and definitions of native tenures and 
native officers, traulmitted by Lord Corn- 
wall is f , and effential to the fy item of 
finance which he took out with him to In­
dia ; and at the fame time in not finding

* 'Vide Mr. Francis' Letter to Lord North, p. ic,. 
Dchrett, 1793.

t - Plans for Britijh India, p. 477, &cc.
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any occalion to join in the handfome apo­
logy of Mr, Dundas for differing in'opi­
nion with his Lordfhip on verting the no­
mination of the chief executive officers of 
of Indian Government in the Crown, it 
can be no reflection on .Lord Cornwallis 
that Parliament has adopted conftitutional 
jealoufy, and reafons. of expediency in pre­
ference to his forsnd coiirtitutional opinion, 
the public will judge during the operation 
of the prelent aft, whether the curtailing 
the prerogative of the Crown and the re~ 
lponlibilky of Mihiflers, by giving the ap­
pointment of the executive officers in India 
to the Directors, and by dividing the power 
of reeal between the Crown and the Di- 
reftors, wall in praftice be found to eila- 
blifh a competition of vigilance and chaf- 
tity fuffleient to exclude every perfou on 
whom proved delinquency, or incapacity, 
doubtful principles, or unexplained error, 
can attach, from offices of high trurt in 
India. This is the, firft duty of the Exe­
cutive Government, wherever it may be 
placed, Every cooperation of the Board of 
Control with the Direftors, will probably 
confirm the opiniou which has, more or
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Ms, been declared by the mold able ftatef- 
raen of fuceefllve jAdminiftrations, that the 
agency of the Company is the heft plan of 
governing Britijh India, provided the whole 
power of tiie Hate is called forth to con­
trol the neceflarily exteufivc powers of the 
government in India. To this ' effect, 
wherever the Kind’s com million can «iveW O1
unity to tile lervice, the King’s name ought 
to be held forth; and it does not appear 
that any objection could be made to the ex- 
tenfiou of the principle of the Marins fer- 
vice, as exercifed under the commillion of 
the Lord High Admiral, to the Indian 
army, provided the recommendation of the 
perfbns to receive com millions, war con­
tinued as at: prefeat; but the regulations 
of the icrvicr to be fuited to one military 
fyilem under the King’s coromiffion.

On tiie part of the aft which relates to 
the Tovereignty of Britijb India, there is 
Co much clearnds and precliion, that one 
remark only occurs to be neceffary, and 
that does not arife from any words in the 
aft, but from the explanation of the Com-
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pany’s eftates, which appears in Mr. Dun- 
das's ipeech.

The 5 8tb: feftion of the prefent aft 
clearly points put the period of determina­
tion of the cxclufjve commercial privileges, ! 
and of the agreement for managing the ter­
ritories of Brifijb India, and the Ea/I-Inma 
Company is therein declared entitled, after 
fuch determination, “  to. carry on a free 
“  trade in, to, and from the Ea/i Indies 
“  and parts aforefaid with all or any of 
“  their joint dock in trade, goods, rner- 
i6 ehandifes, eftates, and effects, iu common 
** with other the' fubjefts of his Majcfty,
“  his heirs and fucceffors, trading to, in,
“  and from the laid parts and limits.”

The obfervation applies to the eftates”  \ 
of the EaJl-InJia Company, defined in Mr. 
Dundas's Ipeech : “  under their original 
“  charters, they have purchafed and le- 
“  gaily acquired Fort St, George, St, He- 
“  Jem, Bombay, and Calcutta, long be- 
“  fore they were poffefled of territories, 
ii or the Dttannee”  fo far clear : exclu-
u five of the Drawee, they have an ina-
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lie?)able tight to a valuable landed poi»

i ’’ 1 amounting atleallto 250,0001.per
annum *. in addition to the.le, the whole 

; “  fadorxes and commercial cffa'blifhments
‘II n̂cuJ. aiJd in the eaftem feas undoub- 

: “  tediy belong to them.”  Of the valuable
landed pofleffiorts, it will be necelfary only 
to little the mode of inveftigating the title, 
not for the purpofe of curtailing their rights, 
but to remove an interelled bar to the efta- 
biifhment of contain rule neeeffary for the 
protection of the rights of things in India, " 

if it * ,*4 \it> p r 1 ( ■ i- if/ h] .
li. is immaterial to Great Britaut. whether 

the Company, after the expiration of the 
aft, (hall continue favored with their Jagcer,

I or (hall hold their Zmindary o f Calcutta, 
with the 24. Pergunnahs, on the conditions 
on which they were granted by the Sutmud 
or patents, in 1757, of  Serajah Dowlah, 
and Meer Ja & r, Nabobs of Bengal, in 

T , the name of AUum Geer, the Moghul, be- 
caufe they will be fubjeft to the fame laws 
us other Zemindars: but if they claim as 
Zemindars, not by Sutmud but by the trea­
t s  drawn by the Company’s fervants, and 
forced on Shah Mum, the depofed Moghul,
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in 1765, They will, during the deration 
of the prefent aft, have either an interelt to 
per fill in involving the definition of native 
offices and rights in obfcutity % and to 
pervert their ufes; or they rnuft fupport 
their claim on the exploded + pretenfions to • 
territory by treaty, independent of Great 
Britain. It. is irnpoftible to revive this quef- 
tion, ably and completely difcufied and fet- 
led by Lord North in 1769 arid 1773, with 
the {auction of Parliament.

2. Trade.

The realization of the territorial revenue 
renders an exciufive trade neceflary to the 
Eaft-India Company, as agents of the 
hate ; and the habitations to the exclu.fi.ve 
trade fihould be as liberally extended as is 
compatible with the profperity of India, and 
the realization of the revenue to Great Bri­
tain. The modification of thefe iuterefts 
is one of the eileutial objects of the prelent: 
a a. *

* Inquiry into Zemindai7  tenures. Debrett, 1790. 
t  Plans for India, p. 287.
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The fir ft statement, of th: affairs relative 
to fliipping is to be made by the Directors 
in 1794; and every third year to the Board 
of Control, to enable it to regulate the 
freights on private trade, and render the 
limitations of the exclufive trade of the 
Baft Indies beneficial to His Majefly's fub- 
jefts in Great Britain and in India.

This part of the a&, which a.uthorifes 
future experiment, will become of impor­
tance to Great Britain'and to India, in pro­
portion as the Commifiioners will confider 
the extent of their diicretion ; and in pro­
portion as the Directors fhall be latisiied 
with their other clear and unincumbered 
privileges,

It would have been very difficult at this 
time to have modified the exclufive trade 
other wife than-it appears .in the add:. The 
requisitions of manufacturers during the 
agitation and arrangement of the prelent 
a£t, proved them ignorant of their own 

• interefts; and if they had not been con- _ 
viuced of it themfelves, clamour would
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not have died away during the progrefs of 
the aft in ParlUuneut.

A certain privilege of tonnage may be 
required by the Britijb merchant, and the 
companion of the former charges of freight ■ 
with thofe which may be demanded under 
the prefer) t. aci:, has been the general and 
natural ground of calculating the probable 
benefit of the privilege. It is, however, a 
consideration of great political magnitude, 
and the friends of Great Britain and of the 
Company, who have information and abi­
lity to comprehend the fubjefl;, and the de- 
lire progreffively to include the interefts of 
the whole in the exercife of the diJcretion- 
ary powers of the ad, may thereby cllen- 
tiaily ferve their country ; and from a rea- 
fonable confidence in the co-operation of 
the Dire&qrs with tire Board of Control, 
the public may fafely and chear fully look 
to the fubjefit in its real extent.

The intered of the State and the Com­
pany’s inttteft are naturally combined.
The State very properly pays part of its
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revenues in India to the Company for its 
agency. ‘

i ’H . 'k  ' ' '»
Great Britain rati ft have, at all times, a 

great navy; and fo long as neighbouring 
ftates are! bent on numerous fleets and hea­
vy ifhips, the public muft make facri flees 
and fupport the naval ftrength. Ships of 
a clafs lupeiior to the neceliity of com* 

ft rnc ce muft be employed to render them 
j fuperior to infulf; at prefent, chartered 

ftiips of capacity and ftrength are employed, 
from a policy originally iadifpenllihie, to 
counteract the French, who, inftead of 
letting their fhips. of war rot in their h ar­

id hours, employed them armh cn flute, to 
convey mere hand ife to and from India, 
forming more officers than they otherwife 
could have done, and ready, on every 
emergency, to fupport their flag as fhips 
of war. The application of the fame po­
licy ought nor to be out of contemplation, 

if', though inapplicable at the prefent moment.

If it had appeared that freights could not 
be obtained for the prefent extent of char­
tered (hips, either by the Company’s in-
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veflment, the private trade or privilege of 
their officers, or the. trade of private oner- 

. chants taken on board at former exceffive 
freights, there might have been a neccffity 
of fubjeding the .extended privilege of the 
Brinjh merchants to the agency of the 
Company,

If the freights are equal to the number 
of the Company’s (hips, (and they take 
them up in proportion as they want them) 
the immediate conference will be, that 
th.e /W/h-f hipping intereft, already Effi­
ciently powerful, will be greatly increaied • 
the private trade of the Company’s officers 
muft variiih; and the value of the com­
mand of the (hips will ffill farther de- 
creaic, if the pa$ag;e-money is regulated 
in a degree to be equitable to the Compa­
ny’s Servants abroad; and in the mean 
time, the private trade of the merchant, 
iubjed to the management of the Com­
pany, (his competitor both in India and in 
Europe) will continue charged for agency 
and freight infinitely more than if the mer­
chant conducted his own adventure ; con- 
fcquently it; may be poflible that the (hip-



>- ■ ( C T

[ xlvi 1
ping intoreft, the Brilifi merchant, and 
the Company’s officers-, may all iofe by 
the experiment, without the public of 
Great Britain and Brifijh India being bene- 

pe filed,

An experiment was made- by the Gover­
nor General, in 1786, in the Winterton 
Eaft Indkiman-; 'with what fuccefs- has not 
been hated, but rauft be known at the 
India Houfe, add would afford a certain 
means of appreciating the probable fuccefs 
of the prefent meafure, fo far as relates to 
a fekS invejlmnt on behalf of private mer ­
chants. It was at that time applied to 
fave demurrage occafioued lay quick voy­
ages of coppered Eajl-India fhips, and to 
check foreign inveftments by private Bri- 
tifh capitals, and to make up '..till inability 
Government at. that time felt of making 
Efficient or regular advances to the uianu- 
fidurers, from the critical emergencies of 
the Company’s affairs. But private trade, 
as 'extended by the prefent adt, will prove 
beneficial in proportion as articles of bulk 
and inferior value can be brought into fpe­
culation by the lownefs of freight; and it
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is difficult to afcertain why the lame privi­
lege might not have been granted to a li­
mited tonnage, fkiftioued by Parliament, 
and licenfed by the Company to £hip-own~ 
era, bound under penalty-bonds to return, 
enter, and land .the cargo at two moft 
convenient ports; one lit anted on the Eaft 
Coaft o f-Great Britain, and one on the 
Weft Coaft ; • at which an officer, on the 
part of the Faft. India Company, Ihoulcf 
reftcb; and, in addition to the Cuftorn 
Houfe, might give effect to the bonds, arid 
confine the Eajl-India goods to regulations 
fimihr to thofc by which Iriftj fugars ufed 
to be landed at Milford., before they c-ouid 
be imported to Ireland, diredlly from the 
Weft Indies,

Ships fo licenced would have greater 
profit from fair adventure than is poffible 
under the agency of the Company. Freights 
from a port fituated as Milford, undoubt­
edly might be obtained to and from India 
at half the freight which the Company is 
allowed by the aft to take. This modifi­
cation may, by confent, arife, whenever 
it lhall appear fatisfaclorily to the Com-
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•iniflipners and to the Diredtors, that free­
dom of {peculation and control of charges 
may be entrusted to the merchant, without 
curtailing the privileges of the Company, 
and the control of Government.

3* The Rights of the Subject.

In confident)g the prefect aft, with a 
reference to the rights or proi parity ’ f  the 
fitbjefts of the King, of Great Britain in 
Europe and in Afia, it will be fufficient to 
olderve, that the powers of the aft are 
adequate to every fair experiment. The 
Commiffioners can do almolt every thing 

' which fhall appear expedient to the Direc­
tors ; they can do a great deal againft the 
opinion of the Direftors, fuhjeft to ah ap­
peal. to the Privy Council. I only wifh 
them, to remember, what any fenfible mer­
chant, can tell them, that in India, or in 
England, if Britijh adventure is loaded 
with unnecejfary. {hackles, foreign adven­
ture will be maintained by Britijh capital 
or by Britijh adventure under foreign flags; 
and when th ey prepare laws for the fanftion 
of Parliament, to remember an axiom
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pair, experience of mankind will 
confirm, and v/hich Mr* Gran/ more than 
once I.as held.forth ; H Should reflrictive 
' * laws, unaccompanied \ ,y  reafpo, be 

written in biodd, and -Minos hirdlelf be 
the Judge, they will be as the dead let- 

“  tcr cf tyranny, oppofed by bold neeef- 
fity, or eluded by the timid craft and 

** villany of ila'/cry.’*

I lha.ll now proceed to date the docu- 
rnenta h'y which my opinion is guided ; 
and there can he no imputation of intended 
guile, when I only lolicif the 'patient, pe~ 
rulal and deliberate judgement of the pub­
lic,

; c .V
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T ■ ■;
■ *T Is believed that the praflical rules of 
Tsffm Sidiami are the melt accurate deli­
neation of the modem'Mahometan govern 
ment that has appeared; a MS. copy y f  
their Regulations v/eie lent to me la 11: 
year, before they were printed The firfl: 
ihtps of this year brought the a printed 
copy, by which lome.errors of the MS. 
have been corrected. It: appears that the 
original was obtained for Colonel John 
Murray during the Coimbatore campaign', 
and-that B . Ctyfp, Efq.'tranflated'it.' ■ . . I

I reprint the Dedication, prefixed to the 
Calcutta edition r, and .although anonymous 
panegyric: is often impertinent, I cannot, 
as one. of the public, make rny acknow­
ledgements to Colonel John lifyrray for 
this extra-official political -.uriolity, with*- 
our alfo heating my anonymous tribute of 
praife and regard to . that diftinguilhed ' cflj 
fervant of the .Company, The annual 
■ parliamentary.accounts are evidence of the

'' ■ ' ' . f
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• accuracy ami regularity of the military au­

dit, and at, the fame rime oblige me to la- 
mcryt the incfficacy-of the prelent powers 
•of the civil auditor to inforce equal perfpi- 
cuj.ta in the accounts of the civil depart* 
i of Mritffi Jha'hi. ‘ ;

if •



7 hi Trdnfldtods Dedication to Colonel John 
Murray, Military AttdUor General in 'the 
Ea-ft Indies. d ii,

1 WM< ’■■■ ' , ;*-•! ■" W Mi&ii ‘ri'p *. ■fc.T'ivr■ ;:. ■ ,J-jv .Tpi t:| " ■■; '.v
D E A R  SIR.,

I -.; |»
: ■ ( }®p yi ite * "■ ’■ ■.

1  HAVE now the 'plealure to- fend you . 
the translation of lippoo’s Regulations.

"■ I  A tWh i f
PW5 j»1W*^*,\yW4;> : A, ^UMMiCcr '' ?;■ '%■  

It is unfortunate, t.h.ir after an unremit­
ting ihareh,. I lave not. been able to meet 
with a (ingle perfoi.) in Calcutta, (efficiently1 
couveriaiu in the fd lm ; or Malabar dia~ 
lefts., to give nie explanations., fuch as 

,1 could rely upon, iw the provincial terms 
that occir in a I mo ft eve; <r article. Difap- 
pointed m this relpeft,' i thought it belt-to 
copy thole terms from the original, arid to 
fubjoin note,, ri îraining fuch explanations 
of them Ss, from the context, k appears 
to me they, would'bear. We may, how- ' ;
ever, 'n Aiert tin chance expeft to < btain j
more accurate in formation from lohtc Eu­
ropean gentlemen, or natives of this coim-

■ ■ §  .■ , . ■ .



who have miver&d the Sultmn's do- 
«||p.tpps with our vi&orious army, and 
who probably will retort here with Lord 

■ €&nvivafih- Whenever that time'comes, I 
lha»i ht very happy to revile the tranfla- 
timi, and to com.el any error that may 
have ariien trom niiicooceptioo,. as well as 
to add the explanation; of loth, terms as I  
have not now ventured to hazard a eon- 
jedhire upon.

I remain,

Bear Sn;, Sic. See.

, B . C R IS P .
J u n e s ,  .'792..

P . S'. The Prrfian copy of the Regula­
tions, from .which this transition has been 
made bears the impreliicn of the Sulkvw?s 
leal, with the words ic  poa Suliaun. .?eyed 
Mahotmned-.certifies that he reviled them ; 
they appear to hu‘c Ixeo fegitdered in the 
office of Gcvind R jy, belonging to the Dr- 

of. tlie Hi/osv-vr,. on the. 2d inoBfh.pf 
the fi jt month Ahmtukf, in the. year Deiay 
he. on the 2d of the urlt month of the 
40th year of the Cycle..
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The following Explanation will dear up Mr, 
Cnfy's Diubts <4 the Mertuftg of tbs &'•
tides, ■' - i i  '".i'.l

inpi . '
.1 HE technical terms employed by Tip- 

poo \ Jtaurt n .the Mvfore, are evidently a 
mixture of new denornmations, ‘'iigrafred 
on the Moghul and Hindoo: fyftem, i n the 
Decan ; it.,appears contrary to Bis (yftero 
to continue more of the ancient terms than 
are abfoh tely neceflaiy to ma'- e himfelf. 
intelligible to the different people whom'' 
his father had conquered, and unEed in. 
one kingdom. The follow mg ex,pi ■ nation 
of ieveral of thefe terras was lardy given 
me fcy h friend, whe had been more than A j 
once over the -Mjfmv .country :

■ Article x, Auntil, the manager of the 
diftrifh, and receiver of the, re venire as a 
government 'officer.

Reyitts, Putteels, IVmtegans, are dider­
ent names for farmers of a fuperior clafs..



^ '^ r fe g a n  is s Qmaty term.; Kujbah means 3^ ; ■ 
any village.

1 , . i 11 I , «  )/• mm S llfllfilllli ’ij tr’i •» ‘§ i * l  m  ' | i p i i  m o/t I v ?  w p g .
•fijft* 2. Co%v!e mc.iro a declaration that 

t.he JReyWs to v\ hem, it i .mK:retitd, are m 
die favour of Government,- and under the 
jwotechon cl* the law. ;'A4^’

-Ait* «. Tem eamr is 1  .;tnaw\ a co lec- 
tor «.,i: cuiioms. Patted  is;.. government 
officer* Every village lias ok&. Putt eel to 
ten Reyut.<, or thereabout; awl a Putted  
lor the whole village, who has, a t 'times, 
the fupipriht.eii dance6f the police.

Art. i 2. Ahi{fiMi0 are troops'employed'' 
in'the fervite i>i‘ the A,t n'J to, aid in, col- 
leering the revenue.

Arc. i 4* Tuiiduv nr rightly explained.

Ait.. 17 . Nukbood is a fnriail erain. ofv.> v
which they make bread.

Coo-tv i . i oulfr, Commonly called ovain.
■ o v biefe h>. rles arc It,;*,,

Ah it is T)oH, or lie;,lie.• I



Art. 21. Turcarree means aifo efculmt
roots. . ..« '

Art. 25. The reafb *vhy fu<-h aten't-ioo 
is di:filed to be pal) to Stkakduhee is, doit 
k  is' frequently tried in. cleaniing dorfes; it '" 1 
gives a fine gjjpfs tb the coat,/ and is- '.reck- 
oned good for the animaFs health.

Art. 30. The Jummabundy ace .««' con­
tains, sit:, the name cf the Reyut \ ad,: the 
quantity of ■ laird which .he fills'; 3d ,,ihe 
rate at winch he.pay 3; 4th, the 'crop; anti 
5 th, the iota! amount.;' A

The Wafil Bakes account contains the 
•balances d ue, add the cafuaJ.ties of the year.

Art. qi, The. D erm  Sulmunee is -a roea- 
■ urtment adopted Spy Tippoo, tdukaumeh ’< 
wherever it occurs, means "belonging to. 
Vippoo, 'or tilve Sidtaun,. . ,/?

Art. .py -lauimi are. lands .exempt­
ed <. mm rent* whether for charitable .or 
olher purpofT.
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federal denominations in this, arti­
cle were formerly given to parcels of land 
held under various; tenures by. the officers 
of the ancient Hindoo government.

• • '"’•‘bb.IwMw- ? $ » $ ' '  " '/Mw. ' . ■ . ■

Art. '54. Ttrngha land is an hereditary.
v y.aghm'.,

Art. 'jt. MutJLJdy, an accountant-.

Art. 36. Mzikudtlum, in Perjum is fyno- 
mmocs with Puneel in cfelmga.

Art. 3$̂  Kijlbundy is an abftrad of the
Kitts, or in/tahvents.

ffuhul is an Hircarrah....

Art. 4z, Tjcwivn Cutchery is lire principal 
Cmchery or office of buftaefe for the pro­
vince. I ’akurree Cutchgry is. a fbbordinate 
di.ft.rid Cut chary.

Art. 46, Dek h rS er, oir meafare. -
' i f ,  1 1  & '  i f

Art. 4j?. Ntufcwar a  an officer of £&»••
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or matchlock Peons-;, pf?fwf~. f a r ­
ther was, early in life, a Naikwar. <;■

Maichhck Peons are fuqucitlv' employed 
to compel live ReyuA to p y tjieir arrears, 
fo that they become tnflrunu nts of oppref- 
iron in the hands of the putteei.

Art.. 48. Onllee is the name, of the Au~ 
miPs melon ger.

Art. 5*6* Zindigce means thofe of the 
Reyuf's family and relations wlw may have 
furvived him, as well us his eftedTs.

Ast. 52. CorucbwaUr is a Canary terra.

Belt Pokhta, a full mcafure. ;

Art. 56. Jjuftur, the accountant’s office.

Art. 57*' dCuiihee or Cooltee is gram.

Art:. 58,, Pnfhears ought to be Paccari 
he is the A m p’s deputy,.

Mutwtcaur is J dinga for an inferior Aumil., *  ̂ »*' / l>( 1 M i ’ 1 1 Hti kiT 1C i't $ K‘* r X'T ' V Hu* iW i\ 1 i’ ' 4* M ’ J’if 1 h •> 11



^.mCArt* 59. Sitbce is -Steldte, or merchant.
pY *yv. ' J )', ■■'};, $n§-5 J- CCM/Vfi ** '*■' v5̂? i <pv ?<i « J ; 9* Wi’'?yjf4 ' rr ';;■w 11 l><ilffWr' '<"?OiW sU* • • ■ •

Wuiug is lynonimous with Putteel.

Cci.v.nl \' the of i<er who tenuities, or
rather enforces the reflations for the Ba- 
atari or rnirkets,

An:., 70. f td’jhmn ought to be Chrlflaun,

.Art. 77. A iiurrh tree is a "Banian,

A Mpmi tree, is a Murgoza»

Art. 78. Dub a is a cylinder,

Kuhuitce, I do not know,

C Art. 79. The jCunte- 'oy, an old M yfon 
coin,,

Art* 7 ,  Stabk,:H orfe are Cavalry*, the 
horfcs'of which below: •»* tv,»‘ ypyernmers*.
'Jfhe Sale H orf: oolong to tile; riders, who 
receive a certain, allowance, for man and' 
horfe. Tin: Rifciimfar, or Colonel of a re--



• ■ gtnieiitof Stable Hbrfe, The Jemadar?. J
gy' chief office.) of tb-'.:$atr.

Art. 97. "Derogha has.the charge of ini- 
o-azincs aad i'fort's.

Art. 99. Diftri&r upon the coaft of l£i- 
tabar.

ZmhgatttCt five flock, family efforts, &c.
. 1 v ^ ,\v < *5 ‘j , V V !t  ̂ i 11 Â tt 1

Art. 104.. Milik-a- Taj nr, .head of jdbc ! 
mere Hants.

' See thee is Slddy. k, >j

An, l i l r  Jffautnamch h  a letter. ’

Art. i?,$, Two books upon morality, 
written in Pcriian. wf



Wm , ^ (ST
\ y ^ 6 /  THE

""  MYSOREAN REVENUE
R E G U L A T I O N S

To be obferved by the prefent and future An­
nuls and Serijhtadan of the fecond Biflribt 
oj IVaurnloor, dependent on the Cutchery 
of Awulpatam.

Ar t . i . T h e  Au'milfhall proceed to the 
diftria, and taking thefe regulations,, the leal 
of office, and the table of fees and efhtblilh 
ments, &c. along with him, flhall feat him* 
felf in the Cutcherry; and having called 
before him the Reyuts, Putteels, Warykauns*,
&c. inhabitants of the Ku/bah-f, fhall pre­
lent them with the Leaf\ of conciliation.

2. On the commencement of the year 
he fhall give Cqwle § to all the Reyuts and * * * §

* T h e  o rth o g rap h y  o f  th is 'w o rd  is in d if tm il  in  
th e  o r ig in a l.

f  T h e  p rin cip a l to w n  o f  a  d i f t r i i l .
1 B e e tle .

§ A  prom ife o r  engagem ent fro m  a fu p erio r t o  1 ! I 
an in fe r io r . ;



relpedable it-habitants of she diftnd, and 
encourage them to cultivate the lands. He 
•hall alfo afoot tain in what Reyut? 'mules 
there are a number of ,men, and but few 
ploughs; and having enquired into the 
circimilhmces of fuch Reyuts, fhall oblige 
tlude who are in good circumftances to 
increafe the number of their ploughs ; and 
in order to enable the Reyuts who are needy 
to pmchafe ploughs and to cultivate the 
lands, he fhail give Tuccavee*, at the rate 
of three or four pagodas for every plough, 
taking fecurity for the repayment. This 
Tticcavee is to be colieded from them again

i lift one or two years.

3. The following rules are to be attended 
j to in parcelling out the land for cultiva­

tion : An equal proportion of lands which 
are dry or watered,- and of tho-fe which are 

| ifara + or , fhail be equally dlftri-
huted for cultivation amongft the old and

| * Advances of Money.
f  The fame as the Ifheekt- lands of Bengal, 

which are leafed to Reyuts at a fixed rent.
| The fame as the Bhagra lands in Bengal, for 

which the cultivator does not pay any fixed lax;
' ■ ; ‘W'' W 1 • h-V . .'■.'■v,; . >1 wXfgypXf f d:. • , . XX.

w  f ■ <SL
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''^^Anew Reyufs; and when a Reyut fows one 

Kbrndee of feed in a certain quantity of 
Ijara land, he fhail low one Khundec and 
eight Kurus in the fame extent of Hijfa 
land. An account of the increafe and de­
ficiency of the produce fhail be made out 
annually, and according to the Cowle the 
revenue fhail be taken in money; or where 
fuch fhail be the cidiom, the half of the 
produce fhail be given up to the 'Reyuts, 
and the other half be retained as the fhare 
of the fovereign. Care mu ft be taken that 
the Hijfa land is to be well manured ; and 
whoever cultivates a greater quantity of 
land of this defcriptlon than may have 
been allotted to him purfuant to this rule, f| 
fhail continue to do fo; but: if lefs, he fhail 
be compelled to cultivate the full proportion.

4- Throughout the villages, wherever 
there is ground fit for the purpofe, the 
Reyuts, See. fhail be urged to extend the 
cultivation of fugar cane; and in fuch 
villages where the Put feels and Skmboges*

but th e  p rodu ce o f  th e  la n d , w h atev er it  m a y  b e, is 

fharerl b etw een  h im  and th e  R a ja h  o r Z em in d a r.

* Accountants.
TV
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from obftinacy fail to do lo, they fhail be 
fubjetfed to a double tax, calculated upon 
the quantity of fugar cane which may 
have been produced in another village.

5. The Putteels f  Teagecanrs, and others, 
have for a Long time fraudulently avoided 
paying the full revenue of Government 
lands : this is to be inquired into, and the 
lands are to be meafured, and they are to 
be affefled like other Reyuts. The Reyuts 
are not to plough the lauds of the Putteels; 
but the Putteels fhail themfelves plough 
them. If any Putted, ike, fhail in future 
employ Reyuts to till his ground, the 
whole of the produce fhail be taken by 
Government.

6. Lands which have been cultivated 
for a length of time by the Sbambogcs, 
fhail be refumed, and be delivered over to 
other Reyuts to cultivate; and if fuch 
Shamboges fhail defire to have other land 
given to them in lieu of their wages, land 
which is lying wafte fhail be given to

* Revenue Officers,
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diem j if they do not: alk for land, they 
.(hall receive their wages in money, accord ­
ing to the eftabliihcd rate.

7- bteyi0$, &c. belonging to the ijara 
lands, who are connected with the Sham- 
boges, often avoid paying the full reve­
nue. 8nidi enquiry muft be made into
..uis abule, and it mull be corrected by im.- 
pc>fing upon them the eftabliihcd rate of 
affetlment: and no relaxation muft be al­
lowed of in the observance of this rule, 
upon any account.

Two Mo%as■* (Itall not be farmed to 
the fame perfon : one Moza only flaall be 
given in farm to one perfon; and previously 
to this being done' an accurate lift of all 
the old and new inhabitants, and an ac­
count of the grofs receipts, /hall be made 
out, according to which the leafa /hall be 
granted, and a Mocbulka f  be taken. If a 
farmer, ncgleding the cultivation of his 
faun, turd luftering the lands to he waitc, 
fhall impofe foies upon the Reyuts, and

* Villages. f  Security Bond.



l | l  t ‘ > <SL
-^rnake undue exa&ions from them to enable 

hire to fulfil his own engagements, he fhall 
be made to pay to Government the amount 
of fuch undue exa&iom, over and above 
the flipulated rent. Meafures mull alfo in 
future be adopted to prevent any perfbn 
frc. levying oppreffive fines, &c. from 
the ' \yuts, and defaulters in this refpefil 
fhaii he made to pay the amount of fuch 
exadions, and be moreover fined them*
Ihlves,

9. The Annul* of a clifirtfl: fhaii make 
a circuit through all the villages under his 

• • authority, and agreeably to the Mochulha 
entered into by him, diftribute the afleff- 
ment upon the Reyuts according to the pro* 
duee railed ; and if by Inch means he can 
collect fufficient to fulfil his engagements, 
well and good; but if, on the contrary, he 
fhaii farm out the Mezas to Putt eels and 
others, and occafioh deficiency, he (hall 
make good fuch deficiency himfelil If the 
Putteels and others fhoukl, by want of at­
tention, fail to realize the diilributed aiieff-

* Sureni.tsndant.
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’̂•ent. he /h ill inflift corporal puhilhment * 

upon the. Puttceh and Shamboges, and oblige 
. them to make it good,

to. In cafe deficiency arifes in the fum 
engaged tor, the Autml (hall procure new 
Keyu/st whom he (hall provide with new 
ploughs, and by advancing Tucavce to 
them, enable them to complete the culti­
vation, lb that the amount (pecificd in the 
engagement be realized. And if, on the 
contrary, he (hall did charge the amount of 
his engagement by levying fines and undue 
exactions, fuch hues and exadtions (hall 
not be allowed to go towards the difcharge 
of his engagement, and he (hall be dill 
compelled to make good the deficiency 
which will have arifea thereupon,

xi, A Put feel has been attached to every 
village from times of old; wherever it 
happens that the perfou holding this office 
is unfit for it, another who is capable (hall 
be chofen from among!} the Rcyuts, and 
be appointed to it; and the former Puttee!

Piaclifed under the Company’s Government-alfo.
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/hall be reduced to the condition of a 
Reyut, and be made to work at the plough; 
and the buiinefs of the office of Pul tee! 
fhall be made over to the new one.

12. Thd Shambages of the Athoonee and 
Ahajhaum* fhall not be employed in the di­
rection of affairs, nor fhall farms of.villages 
be given to them, but they fhall only be 
employed in keeping accounts. If it fhould 
appear that any thing contrary to this rule 
is pradifed, you + will have to anfwer 
for it.

13. The R.eyuU of each village fhall rle- 
’ cido among/! themfelves all difputes which

may a rile among/! them refpedting CaJff, 
and the inhabitants of other villages fhall 

| not interfere therein. A breach of this is 
to be puni/hed by fine.

14. In the tliftrid above mentioned there

* The Ahajhaum is fuppofed to mean the houfe- 
hold of the fove reign.

' f  T h e  officer to  w hom  the order is addrefied.
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feveral Tallauk*, the produce whereof 

is Hija+. The Aumil fhall go himfelf 
and fee that the lands are not left unculti­
vated, and that the produce be mcreafec!; and 
when the produce is ready he lhall attend in 
perfon, and having feen the grain threfhcd, 
lhall take the half of it for Government.

15. Land which has lain fallow ten 
years fhall be delivered to Rejuts to culti­
vate, upon Cowle; the fir if year they fhall 
be exempt from paying any revenue, and 
the fecond year they fhall only pay half of 
the cuffomary afleffment; but the third 
year the full amount thereof fhall be col­
lected from them. Land which is barren, 
mountainous, and rocky, fhall alfo be given 
to the Revuts to cultivate ; and the firfl 
year they lhall be entirely exempted from 
the payment of revenue; the fecund year 
they fhall be affdfed at only a fourth of 
the ufu-al rate ; and the third year at one 
half; but the fourth year they fhall be af-

* 5tallaubsf I imagine, here means low marlhy 
trufts,

f  Shared equally between the fovereign and the 
cultivator.



at the full rate,' The fame .rule 
to be'obferved with, refpeffc to lauds of the 
above dcfcriptifms, the produce of which is 
fharcd between Government and-the Reyut,

1 6. If a Reyut fhould offer to farm a 
Moza upon an annually increasing afleff- 
merit, and it fhall appear that the Moza, 
which is in a ruinons condition, may be 
brought into a fiourifhing date by cultiva­
tion,, a Cmvie of. three years fhall be granted 
to the cultivator for that purpofe, and from 
the fourth year the terms of the ieafe fhall be 
fixed according to the produce of the lands.

1 7. The cultivation of Nukhood, Cavity, 
and M oot'*, malt be encouraged to the 
utmofr, and Cowle be given to the Reyut s 
for that purpofe.

18. Wheat and barley are very little 
cultivated in the didrift, It is therefore 
ordered, that in villages where it has never 
been Town, lands which are aflclled at five 
pagodas, fhall, upon their being cultivated

'*■ Different kinds of pulfe.
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- t>yvrhh wheat and barley, be afleffcd at four 

pagodas only, until the fourth year, when 
the aiMment (hall be impofed at the ufual 
rate. And in villages, where thcfe arti­
cles are produced, the cultivation of them 
fhall be encouraged by giving Co-w/e to the 
Rcyuts.

*9“ I* *s forbidden throughout the de­
pendencies of this Government to plant 
Bani  , and the Rcyuts mu ft be informed, 
that whoever fthall plant this flxrub is to be 
lined. If any Hung Ihould be remaining 
of kft year’s growth, or hull have been 
brought m from other countries by traders, 
a duty ill all be levied upon it of double the 
fixed rate; and whoever fhali by Health 
plaiit bang be! find their houfes or in their 
gardens, (ball be fined.

20* 200 trees of the Mango and
other choice fruits be planted on feme of 
th& beft ground in every village, and be 
taken particular care of; and let report be 
made or them to the Huzzoor *,

* hkerally the Prcfence, the Sovereign,
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31. If any perfon take poffefiion of de- 

I fcrtcd* plantations of Beetle-nut and Co­
coa-nut trees, &c. in the diftrift, and /hall 

I not pay the Kundaya f  thereof to Govern­
ment, iuch plantations, upon difoovery 

I being made of them, (hall be fequeftered, 
and people (hall be employed on the part 
of Government to cultivate them properly, 
fo that the number of fruit trees, furcar- 
rie &c, may he increafed. The particu­
lars of the trees fhn II. be entered in an ac­
count, and the Muhujfooljj thereof be de­
livered to Government, and' be entered in 
the offices. There are alfo many perfons 
•who poffefs plantations without paying 
relit, In all fuch cafes, whenever it (hall 
become known, they are to be aflefled like 
other Reyuts. You are alfo to take a (hare 
of the Tuccavee, &c. or whatever grows 
under the fruit trees.

* In the original Bcy-wawrh, which, though 
literally meaning heirleis, i imagine, in its prefbnt 
application, fignifies deferted. 

f  The revenue paid to Government.
!  TU greens that come under the denomination 

of pot-herbs.
|j Produce,
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22. The whole of the Rofift, Aloes* 

wood, Lack, Wax, and Dammer, pro­
duced in the diftrift, is to be referred with 
great: care, and no improper conlumption 
of thefe articles is to be allowed o f ; but 
carriers are to be employed to transport the 
whole of it to jjgran Pultun * ; and in fu­
ture, throughout the diftrhff, proper fpots 
of ground are to be chofen in every village, 
and 2000 pine and faul trees are to be 
planted and taken the utmoft care o f; and 

’if  there are any trees of thefe defcriptions 
within the. tenements of the Reyut$9 a price 
is to be fixed upon the produce of them, 
which is to he purchafed, and the price fo 
fixed is either to be fet off againff the 
Reyut's rent, or to be paid to him in ready 
money ; and,of thefe articles not one atom 
is to be fuffered to go out of the country.

23, Trees of Teak*wood and Acacia, the 
wood of which is required by Government 
for making the wheels of guu-carriages,
&c. are not to be felled ; when they are 
wanted for the fervice of Government, an

*  T h e  m a g a z in e s  o f  Scringapatam,
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order from the Iiuzzosr is to be obtained, 
upon which they are to be cut clown. 
Wherever the feed of the Teak tree is to 
be met with it oruft be obtained, and du­
ring the rainy feafon it mu ft be fown on 
the banks of rivers, and at the bottoms of 
hills, fo that the quantity of thefe timbers 
may inereafe.

_ 24. Throughout the difhift wherever 
there are Sandal trees which have come to 
perfection, they are to be cut down, and 
the ttems, roots, and branches of them, 
are to be collected together, and an account 
having been taken of them, fpecifying 
their weight, they are to he tranfported to 
Jgran Puttun. It is alfo ordered that San­
dal wood fhall be planted in great quan­
tities, wherever good ground is met with, 
watered by running dreams, rivers, and 
rivulets; and .no perfon fhall be permitted 
to cut down a Angle Sandal tree without 
the order of the Huzzoor, and if any one 
Ihould by health do fo, he fhall be fined 
in the funi of 500 rupees.

25. Fou are to colledf all the Tamarind
I  ' " ’ . . * ■ ,■ , v; ,W;riv.-.

V ' y r s ,
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■ d KMar Dtjhlee, that is to fay, Stkahuh -

/«'*, ia your diflri&, whether on planta­
tions or ia the woods, excepting what may 
be produced within, the tenements of the 
ReyutSy which you-are. not to touch.

2,6, Reyn is who ihall make new plan­
tations of Beetle-leaf, Ihall only be fob- 
je&ed to pay half the ufua! tax during 
the firft three years ; but from the fourth 
year they ihall be put upon the fame, foot­
ing as other planters.

27. Reyuts who fhall make new plan­
tations of Beetle-nut trees 'Ihall be ex­
empt from the payment of any tax du­
ring the drill five years; from the fixth 
year they ihall be alfefTed at half the elk- 
blifhed rate, until the trees bear fruit, from 
which time they fhall pay the full efta- 
blifoed tax, or ihare tlie produce, as may 
be the quflom.

* Sliuikauhtee, a plant of the germs mmofa after ala, 
the feed and leaves of which being bruifed, or made 
into flour, is ufed in walking the hair and body.
Ih e  plant, itfelf is covered with ftrong prickles, 
and is made ufe of to fence inclolures.
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.• 2§. Whoever makes new plantations

of Cocoa-nut trees fhall be exempt from 
the payment of any tax for the firft four 
years; the fifth year he fhall pay one 
half of the eflablifhed tax ; and the fixth 
year the whole, or a Chare of the produce, 
as may be the cuftom; and during four 
years, whatever quantity of Turcaree is 
produced in thefe plantations fhall be given 
up to the. Reyuts.

29. An account fhall be taken of all the 
Houles of the Reyuts, &c. of all cajh 
throughout your dilhict, fpecifying the 
names of the villages, the number of 
ploughs, the quantity of feed fown, and 
of land tilled; the number of workmen, 
their families and children; .with their 
various cajls and occupations. In forming 
thefe accounts, great precaution is to be 
obferved, to prevent its creating any alarm 
among!! the Reyuts, Every year the in- 
creafe or diminution of agriculture and 
population is to be obferved in the man­
ner following : The Shamboges of the
villages are to prepare and tranfmit the ac-
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counts to the Simpt*, and the Skamboges 
of the Simpt are to form the complete ac­
count, and tranfmit it to the Aumll of the 
clifhidf, who is to prepare one general 
ftatement, giving a full view of the popu­
lation and cultivation of the country, and 
depofit it in his Cutehery; from whence it 
is to be forwarded to the Huzzoorj and as 
the month of Zeehuje is appointed for the 
infpedlion of tbefe accounts at the Huzzoor, 
they mu.fl be depofited in. the Cutehery in 
the month of Rmns&aun. It will, be proper 
when you commence the numeration of 
the houfes and inhabitants, to give it out, 
that the purpofc for which you are come 
to their houfes is to fee* whofe ex peaces 
exceed their means, and to affifl fuch per- 
fons with advances of f ’uccavee : in this 
manner you are to get the numeration ef­
fected.

* 30. File month of Rumzaun of every
year is fixed for the infpection of the Waft l- 
bah? and Jummabundy accounts of your

* The fame as Turrujf, in Bengal, one of the 
fubdivifions of a di drift.

C



, .. ] <SL
diftridx; you are therefore to be careful 
that thefc accounts are prepared arid tranf- 
ihkted to your Cutchery m the month of 
Shabaun.

3 1. After the end of the year the Aurn'il, 
Seri/htadars, .and Sbamboges, diall go through 
the* diftridt to every village, and fh til take 
a particular account of the meafurement 
of die lands by the derra Jultaunee fpecr-
fying the .quantity of land appertaining to 
each village, and how many tubs (each tub 
containing 82 detrahs) have been fown by 
one Khundee of feed.—Alfo the quantity of 
land covered byyanks, rivers, and ilreams, 
together with the lands of tho DeoJiauny and 
the Bramins. The Enaum lands, public 
roads, gardens, &c. diftinguifliing the cul­
tivated and the wafte, the watered and the 
dry, as alfo the foil, whether of the frill, 
fecoiid, third, or fourth, quality. More­
over, what quantity of grain is produced 
in each from one Khundee of feed, with a

* For the explanation of this and the other mea- 
fures which follow, lee articles 74 and 76.

f  Hindoo pagodas.
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^'^^pecifiCatiori of the revenue, or the (hare of 

produce which it yields. This account is 
to he taken down in the prefence of the 
Reyuts, from whom a Mochulka is to be. 
taken; and agreeably thereto a general ac­
count of the lands of all the villages in the 
diftrid, according to the ftandard of mea- 
furemerit above fpecified, is to be prepared, 
and every year tranfmitted to the Hmzoor 
and to your Cutchery,- and you are alfo to 
keep a copy thereof in your own office.

32. If, at the time when the above ac­
count: is forming, the Sbamboges and others, 
from apprehenfion of the difcovery of then- 
defalcations, ffiall inftigate the Reyuts to 
throw ob.ftad.es in the way of its being 
done, and they be deteded, they ffiall be 
feverely reprehended and fined.

!■ '< v IfiMwW W 'M '1 "W, i Ik |
, 33* lands under the denomination of

Inaumaut, (excepting the Deqjlaun and the 
lands of Bramlns) and all lands under the 
denominations of Kulcoduk.ee % Aoluk Man- 
num, Meerkunthee, Jofee, Bhut-wurtee, Too-

* The orthography of theie words is uncertain.

C 2
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Tee, Tuallarufs, See. appertaining to the vil- 
"V lageS, Hull ■ be brought into -the tneafure- 

merit, and fhall. be included in the Jumma% 
and the Incimaut lands which are to be con­
tinued to the proprietors, ilia 11 be written 
off agar,,ft the Jumna in the accounts. 
Whoever is under engagement to perform 
feryice, fuch fender lhali be exuded from 
him.

34. Puiteeh and others have made tanks, 
wells, ponds, nullas, See. at their own ex­
pence, and the land taken, up by inch 
tanks, &c. is held by them as Enaum Kut- 
coduh.ee. This Enaum lhali be continued 
to them, bur they Ihal be obliged to keep 
fuch tanks, &c. in repair ; Government 
lhali not have to repair them.-—They fhall 
alfo be made to dig up the mud from the 
tanks, &c. and embank them therewith.
I f  an Encumdar has not the means to re­
pair a tank which is gone to ruin, it fhall 

■ be done by Government, and a yearly af- 
felfment, proportioned to the expence of 
the repair, fhall be levied upon the Enaum- 
dar. The Tutngha lands of forts and caf-



t 21 1 ( c i
and the borders of inclofed villages, 

lhall be coiitinued as ufual.

3 5 .  T h e  following rule is to be obfervecl 

in  making the repairs of fuch ranks, wells, 
nullas, See. as immediately belong to Go­
vernment.

T h e  AumlU Mntfuddy, and Hircarrahs, 
lhall go and infpedb the tanks, &c, theme 
felves; and in making the repairs lhall. be 
particularly attentive to the advantage of ,
Government, and to the increafe of the 
produce. A.particular account ot the me a - 
fu re merit of the work repaired, by the efta- 
blifhecl ffiandarcl, lhall be kept in the offices 
of the Mutj'uddies and Sharnboges of the 
villages ; and the wages of the workmen 
lhall be paid to them, taking their receipts . . 
for it. Buffaloes lhall be ufed for convey­
ing the mud fonembankmg the tanks every 
year, arid an account lhall be kept by the 
Shamboges of the quantity of mud thrown 
every day round every tank.

36. I f  any perion lhall, at his own ex­
pellee, dig tanks, wells, &e, throw up
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mparts, build final! forts or baftions, or 

j people a village, upon its being afeertained 
from the Mokuddums* and cultivators upon 
the fpof, a quantity of ground (in fixing 
which you are to be regulated by the cufi■ 
tom of the place) final 1 be given to him as 
Inaumkutcoduk.ee; and if no fuch cu flora 
lhall prevail at the place in queftion, in­
quiry fiiall be made at the villages round 
about, and land be given,to him as Etuiurn, 
according1 to what may be found to be the 
cuflom in thole villages.

37* In your diftfidt, the period fixed for 
the payment of a is four months;
and from the beginning to the end of the 
year, the whole of the colled!ions are to 
be made in three K ip , and after dedudtion 
being made of the charges, the money is 
to be fent to your Cutchery, and a receipt 
to be taken for it. A.t thcrcomniencernent 
of the month of Waufyie BhauderfudJ, 
you are to adjufi the accounts of the Reyuts, 
and by the end of that month the whole

*  P r in c ip a l  R e y u ts .  f  I n f k l m e n t .

1 4 1 11® b tk  m o n th  o f  th e  y e a r , V id e  A r t .  12 ^ .
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the revenue muft be colle&ed and paid 

in to Government.

38. it is ordered, that in a diftri£l which 
pays 10,000 pagodas, whenever 500 pa­
godas fhall have been collected, they fhall 
be immediately remitted to the Cutchery. 
You will obferve what is the Jumnnibundy 
of your diftrift; and accordingly as the 
money is collected, you will remit it to 
your Cutchery,

39. You are to require the farmers of 
villages to tranfmit their rents according 
to the Riftbundy, under charge of Fubuls*; 
and if they fail to do fo, you arc to repri­
mand them, and put others in their places,.

40. Hircarrdhs who are employed to 
preis workmen, frequently ufe them ill, 
and extort money from them.—-This muft 
be inquired into, and forbid ; men are to be 
prefled for the fervice of Government 
only ; and i f  the Hircarrahs ufe them ill,

* The fame as Pykes, u  e, Revenue Peons.
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"W ^  6r take money from them, they fhall be 

pu.nifhed.

4 r- The ..rfumilSerijhiadars, and Sham- 
fcges, fhall attend at the Cvitchery of Go­
vernment from nine o’clock in the morning 
till five o’clock in the evening, and do their 
bufinds. They may then go to their 
homes, but they are to return to the Cut- 
ch cry at eight o’clock .in the evening, and 
remain there till three in the morning ; in 
which time they fhall prepare, and complete 
the accounts of the day, and having fealed 
and figned the accounts, (hall trail ihiit 
themto the Hue,zoor and to their C'utcliery; 
they may then retire to reft.

One Putted or Shamboge of a village 
flnl 1 not vifit at the houfe of another. .No 
public officers (hall tranlacl bufmeft in 
their own hordes, but only at the cutchery. 
Monthly accounts ihall be tranfmitted to 
their refpe&ive Crtcheries, and the date of 
the diftridt fhall be reported every week.

'4z. Whenever commiffibns or orders of 
Government fhall be iffiued from the Tieuaan
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your Cutchery, at the Huzzoor, and 

the TokureeCarchery, immediate' obedience 
fhail be paid to them, on pain of the dtf- 
pleafure of Government,

43. TheReyutso€tillages are accu/lomed 
to expend their money upon travellers, and 
in celebrating feftivals : they are now for­
bid to i'pencl their money upon travellers; 
and it is ordered that when Reyuts are deiiroilS 
of expending money in this way, they/hall 
only be allowed to expend one pagoda out 
of one hundred in every village; there is 
no occafion for them to fpend more.

44. You are to fee that the people be­
longing to the Athoonee are regularly niu- 
flered, and are to pay them their wages into 
their own hands, according to the eftablifh- 
merit: Haulcundayah land ihall not be given 
them.—[Here follows a, repetition of the 
6th article.]

45. At the time of making the Jumma- 
hundy of the dlftrift, furtable dreffes /hall 
be prelented to thcReyuis and Putteels, See.

1 9 4 7 3
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’'^ u d ^ e  coft of which will be palled in the 

accounts,

46. For keeping the accounts of the dif* 
tr|P:, the Serifbtadars and Skamboges are to 
be allowed the daily expenditure of one 
quire of coarfe paper, and one dek of lamp 
oil. Whatever .is really expended out of 
this allowance, {hall be puffed in the ac­
counts' : the Shamboges are to take care in 
future, not rewrite upon birr it *; accounts 
written upon paper will be attended to ; 
and not accounts written upon kirrit.

47. The Naikwars of the Coondachar 
take bribes from die Putt eels* &e. and be­
come fecurities for them to Government; 
it. is now forbidden to accept of the Naik­
wars asffciirity, thefbcurity of refpc&ablc 
P-utteeU and Skamboges is to be taken,

48. Aumih, Serljbtadars, Shamboges, &c. 
when they viftt the villages, have been ac- 
cuftomed to take Aloof 1^, &c. from the 
Rt’vuts. There is no need to do this in fu-

18 Palm,lea ves- f  Diet money.

diil) * ‘‘ ■ ■ $  0  ff€ '$&, '1;,/ '
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; - and whoever {hall tranfgrefs in this 
refpe®, (hall fall under Ike difpleafure of 
Government. There is alii- no occaiion 
to fopply with fuel, &c. the Oolkees who 
are lent by Government to col left the 
Tiillub | neither is there occafion for the 
peyvis to give fuel, &c. to your people who 
go into the villages to coileft money the 
Pufteeh of the villages are to be flriftly 
enjoined to prevent the conlumption of 
firewood *i: if any per fori fhall expend this 
article, thev4’m,//.fiiail be made to account 
for it.

49. After the Aumtt fhall have arrived 
in thediftrict, if, owing to his oppreffion,
any of the Reyufs who were in the country i
upon his arrival lhall ablcoad, the Aumll 
fhall be made to pay twenty pagodas for 
every plough of a reipecfcahle Reyut who has 
fled, and ten pagodas for every plough of 
the poor Rtyul.

50. You are to afeertain from whom ba­
lances of former years are, due : from thofe

* Sup p ofed  to m e a n  firew o o d  laid up for the 
public fervice.



[  2S 1

to have the means to pay, you are to 
enforce the payment of the full amount, 
and from f’uch as are poor, you are to re­
ceive payment by ip ft a] i m en$l.--Reyuis \\ bp’*
have fied file country are to be encouraged 
to-return, and the balances due from them 
are to be recovered by gentle means; and 
where balances are due from Reyuts who are 
dead, you are to recover it from their Z'm- 
dgee *, if they had any; and if not, you 
are to take a Mochulka-f from xhePutteels and 
Reyuts of the village, and write them off in 
your accounts.

51. I f  anyperfon M l  deliver-in abate­
ment containing charges of corruption 
againil the .former or prelent Annuls, Se- 
rtfhtadan, Shamhogcs, &c,, or againil the 
farmers or Puttee/s, the partieslhall be made 
•to appear, and the money lhall be recovered 
from them. If any altercation arifes, tefe-

.*  Suppofcd to % u fy  property, or the means of 
.fubiifiaii.ee.

-}• Means here a certificate that the cleceafed left 
no property; or an obligation to apply t he property 
th at lhall afterwards be discovered, to the liquidation 
of the arrears of rent.
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x^n^ffirence (hall be made to the Httzzoor and. tq 

your Cutchery ; and whatever dire&ion* 
may be ifloed. from thence (hall be .obeyed*
If in future, upon fuch charges being pre­
ferred, you (hall conceal and not examine 
them, and it fhould come to the knowledge 
of the Huzzoor and be proved, you (hall not 
only be made to pay the money in queftion, 
but alio be fined.

52. There are many Koruclywaurs, 
thieves, and highway robbers, in your di~ 
Hridt: you are to find them out and appre­
hend them, with their women and children; 
and having (elected from them all the young 
boys and girls who are wanted by Govern­
ment as Haves, you fhall provide them with, 
a fukable allowance for their diet, at the 
rate of one feer of rice and one pice per day, 
one with another, and fend them with great 
care, under charge of tht Keiladar, to the 
Huzzoor; the remainder, you fhallea.ufe to be 
bound by the waifl: with ropes, and employ 
them in carrying ear h for the fcrvt.ee of 
Government; and you (hall allow each of 
them one dek pokhta of flour of Raugy, and
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copper Caufs *. Vou fhall alfo report 

their condition to the Huzzoor, and to your 
Cutchery; and obey fuch orders as fhall be 
ifliied to you rejecting them,

53, If any traveller, or pcifon who h 
heiriels, &c. fhall die within your difitnft,

•his property fhall be feized for Government; 
and if any perfon- fhall take pofieffion of 
the property of one who has died without- 
leaving an heir, enqui ry fhall be made, and 
twice the value fhall be taken from him ; 
and if afterwards an heir to the property 
ihould appear, it fhall be delivered over to 
him, and his receipt be taken for it,

54. The horfes and bullocks belonging 
to Government are kept in your diilrift to 
graze : you are to confider the care of thefe 
cattle as a charge of the firft import race.
I f  the Auin<\ KUledar, Serijhtadar, Sham- 
boges, &c, fhall make ufe of a horfe or a 
bullock belonging to Government, five 
hundred rupees for each horfe, and twenty 
pagodas for each bullock fhall be taken from

*  A  c a f h  o r  p i c e .



perfons who made ufe of 'them, and t h e ^ ^  
fhall be diinnfled from their offices, and he 
turned out of the country.

I f  any perfon who finds a if ray horfe or 
bullock bearing the Government - mark, 
fhall detain it in his own poflcifion, you 
fhall punifh fuch perfon.

55. I f  any perfon belonging to the army 
fhall take up his abode in your diftrwSt, 
without having a pdfs from Government, 
he fhall be feized, and information thereof 
fhall be fent to the Hu%%a6r, from whence 
whatever order is iffued in the matter fhall 
be obeyed. Merchants and people of the 
country are not to be flopped becaufe they 
have not pafles ; but public fervants, and 
Other perfons are not. to be fuffered to go 
without one : the obfervanCe of this rule is 
to be enforced at every village.

56. You are toafeertain the exact: diflance 
between every town and village throughout 
your diflridt, and the number of wells in 
which there is water, and the number of 
thofe that are dry on the roads; as alfo



®
: . , u ^ 1 ; . V 4 - ' 1 -̂;|f;vf’-,; /, 'y^V;̂  'v̂ V’-Vv'' '̂ / ' :V'i;S .:. f /: W W  f k ' h ; : p  '. '■:

* -  1 <SL
it thickets, hills, flreatns, embank- 

r icnt5, plains, and tanks' there,'are. in the 
way, and what particular lpots are fit for 
halting-places for an army. An account 
of thefe particulars is to be made, and kept 
in the Dufteer, and one copy thereof is 
to be transmitted to the Mu$%oort and one 
copy to your Cutchery.

Whenever the bullocks employed in 
the.fervice of Government fhall be fenf: into 
your diftrict for Kulthee, if there is Kulflcc 
ready m the Cujbahj*. you are, without a 
moment’s lofs of time, to fill it into bags, 
and deliver i t : and if the grain fhall'be in 
the villages, you are, in the courfe of five 
or fix days, to have it brought in, and deli­
vered m bags, t,aking a receipt for i t ; and 
the bullocks arc to be immediately ̂ {patched 
with the gran. In cafe of a fingle day’s 
delay, you arc to confide! youjdelfas anfwe- 
rabl.e for the hire of thefe cattle. When 
you difpatch the bullocks., you fhall, at 
the .fame time, .'writeinformation of the dif-

* Principal town.
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which the army may be from your 

diftrich,

58. A commiihon upon the Jnmmabundy 
of your Jilt net, (exclufive of the Emum, 
Deojlaun, Akrar, &c. lands,) of a quarter 
of a fanaro Kunteercy '* upon every pagoda 
is allowed, for difchurging the pay of the . 
Annul, Peifchears, Beafps, + and Munni- 
caun. It is expected that: you keep up the 
full eftabldhment oiMunnicaurs arid Beafps, 
and pay them their fixed allowances, and 
taking the remainder for your own wages, 
fulfil your duty. If you keep more or lefs 
than the eftablifhment of Beafps and Munni- 
caurs, you fhall refund the difference of 
the-wages. The Annul, and other officers 
in the revenue department, fhall not trade; 
if  they do, they will be made to forfeit 
double the amount of the concern in which 
they are found to be engaged.

*  Suppofmg the pagoda to  be w orth 1 3 3  fanam s 

kunteeroy, the commtffioii for the paym ent o f  thp 
revenue officers, and efhibiiihm enu m entioned in 
th is  artic le , is fbrnething Id's than  & pet cen t on the 
revenue.

f  D ifnjounted fiorfemen.

D
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'K-r .- j y  59. Rules to be obferved in purchasing 

articles that are required for the fervice of 
Government;

A monthly price-current fhall be made 
with the affiftanee of the Skhee, Wurtuk, 
CoHvaul, &c„, for the Bazars in your dif- 
trifl:, which price-current (hall be figned. 
and fealed by you.

I f  Kdotjhse *  fells in the Bazar, by the 
price current, at 15 D eh  for a Fanam, you 
fhall take it at the rate of 17 , and pay 
the money to the merchant, taking his 
receipt j and where the edablifhed price 
of rice, Atofr, mating, &c. (hall be 10 
jjte&i for a Fanam, you fhall take 11 , And 
jhe following are the rules to be obferved 
in the purchafe of articles which are fold 
by weight:

If the price of Ghee, oil, and iron uten- 
fils, &c. fhall be at the rate of 2 pagodas 
per uttul, t  you fhall dedud a Fanam out of 
every Pagoda, and pay the purchafe money; 
one Fanam out of every Pagoda fhall alio be

I *  A  f o r t  o f  p u l f e .  f  M a m r d ,
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from the price of cloths, (heels, 

blankets, thread, &c,, and the purchafe 
money' ihall be paid to the merchant, taking 
his receipt fpecifying the particulars.

60. You ate to keep up an eftablifhment 
ot bullocks in the fervice of Government 
hi your diftrid, at the rate of a bullocks for 
every thoufand pagodas of j  omJummabundyi 
and you are to allow one pagoda Kunteeroy 
per month for the hire of each : whatever 
goods or articles are required for the fervice 
of Government, are to be tmnfported upon 
thefe bullocks, everyone of which is to 
carry a load of 90 full ticks, or a weight of 
6 uttuh; . and thefe bullocks, when con­
veying goods, are to travel at the rate of 4 
Sukaunee kurohs a clay, and at the rate of 6 
kurobs a day when returning unloaded.
You are to provide pads and laddies, and one 
man to every two bullocks for the care of 
them; and you are never to keep thefe bul­
locks unemployed, but be conftandy and 
fucceffively fending them with loads of 
goods.

y 1 |'it f ,  ‘ ,w "vv

Whenever thefe bullocks ihall be wanted 
D 2
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by Government, you are to colled therit 
together, and fend them in a drove, with 
an account o f them.

I f  any o f thefb bullocks fliould be o f st 
Imal! fize, you are neverthelefs not to di­
minish their loads : the proprietor of fuch 
bullocks mull either bear the load himfeif; 
or find bullocks that will carry therm

61, I f  a greater quantity of kulthce, or 
other articles -flia.il be ordered/ than can be 
transported to the army., to thcMwdeekhana*, 
or to Agran puttun, upon the bullocks in 
the iervice, others are to be hired for th«f 
cccafron ; and the rate of hire to he paid 
for them, is one Fan am for every diftauCe 
o f 4 - Suliamee Kurohs- which they may 
travel ; and each of thelc hired bullocks is 
to be difpatched with a load of 105 full 
deks of grain, or eight uttuls in weight 
The hire, as above fixed, is to be paid, 
and a receipt to be taken. Frequent appli­
cations arc not to be made to Government 
about paying hire.

* Purveyor’s office,
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62. Formerly the cuftoms 'we're made a 

feparate farm; but: tins fatmia difeontinued, 
and. the cuflorns are to be collected at each 
Moza throughout the diftrld, and are to be 
included in the Jummabundy.

63. The Deojmm lands are all to be re- 
fumed throughout your dlftrid ; and after 
afcertaining to what Sim ps* they formerly 
appertained, yc u fliall re-atmex them, and 
include them in the Jutnmabundy of thole 
Simps,

64. Whenever the towers and fortrefles
o f the villages in your diftrid are fur- 
rounded by hedges oi  Sikahmbee and Cujcu, 
you are to raife behind fuch hedges, other 
hedges of Boba trees, otherwife called the 
Munjeenaur; where there are no fuch hedges 
as above deferibed, you are to make them 
of Sikakauhee, Cujca., and Boha.— You are 
alfo to enclofe plantations and fields with 
the Bobo;, and give find: orders that no one 
fhall break them without permiffion from 
the AumiL You are to make the Reyuts

* See note to the 28th article.
I)  3
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v :{;.Jk5liver annually a quantity of Boha, * in

the proportion of 5 Utteels to every 1000
pagodas in the Jummabundy of your difixid-,
and are to fend it to your Ciitchery upon
the bullocks which are kept: in the fervice
of Government.

65. The repairs of fuch forts, kc. as
belong to the Ummul, are to be made by 
the Aumil; and the repairs of thole which 
belong to the department of the Coondachar 
and Kelladar, are, according to the regula­
tions, to be made by the Kelladar..-but the
whole expence of thefe lull repairs is never- 
thelefs to be entered in your accounts of 
buildings.

66. The Aumil of the diftrid: ihall firil 
take a firelock himfelf, and Ihall require 
of the Reyuts, and of the Muffle maim, Mah~ 
raitah, and other inhabitants of the Cujbah, 
that every houfe Ihall furnilh one man 
with a firelock, and on every Friday thefe 
men Ihall be affembled before the Aumil,

*  This muft mean the Bark of B oh a, which is ufetl 
for making ropes.
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and made to go through the exercife.-- 
And in every village throughout the di- 
ftriffc, the inhabitants fhall be required to 
keep.firelocks,and to alienable and go through 
the exercife everyFriday; and every abfentee 
fhall be fined in the fum of 5 fanams—-Re­
gular mufter-rolJs and accounts of the fines j 
are to be kept and tranfmitted £0 the Hus 
%oor ; theft fines; are not to be included in 
the Jummabundyu

1 4 * >!' V \ a,|, V  * k ! /! ' / o V/ ' \ s f SISt 1' ■

67, In the fort, there is a houfe belong­
ing to Government, appointed for the Cull 
cbery: befides this, if there fhould be 
any other houfe belonging to Government, 
for the refidence of the Kdladar and AuntU, 
well and good ; otherwife houfes, contain­
ing each of them twenty Chejhmais * fhall 
be erected at the cl ( fiance of 50 I)eras from 
the Cutchery, at the expence of Govern­
ment, for the Kdladar and Jumil, and 
they are to be kept in repair by Govern­
ment-One of thefie buildings is for the 
refidence of the Kdladar, and the other for

* This word, it is fuppofed, means aperture  ̂far 
air and light, doors and windows.

O 4
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the Ummuldar; and whoever happens to be 
the Aumil and Kelladar flhall occu; v them ; 
th ere is no oecafmn for more than twenty 
Chejhmais in each. The 'Kelladar and Aumil 
fhall fit and tranfadt their buiinefs together 
in one of the Chejhmais''of the Cutchcfy—
Tf there is no Cutchery in the fort, a Cut- 
chery containing 7 Chejhmais fhall be built, 
and tin.*} fhall both tranfaft buliuels in it.

68. If the Reyuis, in difdharge of their 
.rents, fhall offer gold, filver, copper, or 

7 bfafs, tlid’c article;; arc not to be dilpoltd 
of to traders, but are to be purchafei.1 for 
Government, according to the price-current 
of the Bazar; and to be entered in the ac­
counts of the office, and to be forwarded 
with the account of them to the Cutchery 
at the fame time with the fupplies of ftores.
If in breach of this rule you fliall allow 
thcle articles to be dilpofed of to merchants, 
and receive the pin chafe money on account 
of 'Government, you will incur the diiplea- 
1 lire of Government,

' •

69. The Camees and other refpedtable 
Mahomedans, and fuch as follow the pro-

: ' ' , ; V .  ^
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^ - ^ . f a o n  of arms, dull be exempted through-

■ cot your YdruSt ham trie pap meat of any 
. houic tax, or tax upoft grain and other

things' ivliieh they may bring from the 
country for their food,

70. You fb;d> fe!#e all Padres, and Culll- 
jlquns * that are to be lotmcl within your 
diflridfc, and fend them . under a guard to 
the Hwizoor— and you fix'.It enquire and 
;ncertai;i what Zhmigic, grain, cattle, land, 
and plantations, &c. they pofiefs, and (hall 
fcquefier th e w hiole thereof tor Government; 
and you fhall deliver over the lands and 
plantations to other Rcyuts, whom you 
fhall encourage to cultivate them, as,, in 
cafe they arc not cultivated, you will be 
required, to make good what they fhould 
have produced—-In future, if any perfon of 
the cad of Cullift'aun fhall take up his abode 
in your diffcrict, you, fhall, according to 
the above directions, feize him, with hts j 
family and children, and fend him and them 
to the Huzzoor,

# Chrifliaasi
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The following rules are to be o b fe r - ^ ^ J  

ved in firing falutcs on days o f rejoicing, 
and in celebrating victories,, &c, : on the 
day appointed for celebrating festivals, vic­
tories, &c., the guns are to be fired at the 
tenth G u rry  of the day; and falutes to the 
Su ltau n  are to be fired at the time when he 
is paffing in date : falutes for victories ob­
tained by commanders of troops, are to he 
fired according to order.

T h e occafions upon which falutes are to 
be fired, and the number o f guns at each, 

are as follow ;

On the E e d e  Ulmumenee.tr, the 
13th  o f R ejeb  20 guns

On the Sultaun a birth-day, the 
3 4th of the month o f Toolooee 30 

T h e E e d e  of R u m za u n , &c\, in
the month of Sbon vau l 20

T h e E e d e  o f Z e e h u je , on the
10th of that month 20

Tiie auniverfary of the Su lta u n  a 

Reign, the 3d o i  B eyh a u ree  30
A victory obtained by thq S ultaun  20
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. -iaŴX When the S u lta u ris  Retinue is 

paffing 30 guns
For victories by Commanders 

and Officers of the Army 10

72, Wherever there are Mofques in your 
<Iihrift, there are C auzees, M oolas, and 
M o zin s. You ffiall tranfmit a ilatement 
of the allowances given to thefe perfons, 
and the E nau m  lands held by them, under 
yours and the K ella d a r s fe'als, to the Cut- 
chery ; and continue them according to 
their Sunnuds— You are to collect together 
the children of theMahomedan inhabitants 
of the C ujbah, &c., and caufe them firft to 
be taught calculation and accounts, and 
afterwards to read books ; and you ffiall 
keep and tranfmit an account of all children 
who are mfrudtecl in reading; whoever 
will become a M ujfuim aun , the C an zee ffiall 
initiate him, and his name ffiall be written 
down on the lift of the faithful : care is to 
be taken that no other perfonthan tire Gauze e 
ffiall, in Iris own houfe, make converts of 
male or female (laves— wherever there is 
no Mofque, a Mofque* of 5 Chejhm ajs ffiall 
be built, and M oolas entertained at a monthly

X̂X* • G°i&X
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alio vancc: of io Fanams, and a quantity of 
ground yielding to Fanams ihall be granted 
for the pur pole. The Put tec Is fliali alio fur- 
rtifh a daily quantity of oil, weighing 2 
F ’tloocesp to light the Mofqua ; and land 
for the iupport of the expence of the oil 
Ihall like wife be appropriated,, and the Moo- 
las (hall be enjoined to imtrudt the Maho- 
medari children in reading, and ihall read 
prayers to the Mahomed an inhabitants,

pa. Every perfon who ihall become a con­
vert to the Mahomedan faith, if he be a Reyutt 
ihall only pay half the ufual afleflment, and 
ihall be exempted from the payment of houfe 
tax ; and if he is a dealer in merchandize, 
his goods ihall pafs duty-free. Befide this, 
there arc other rules laid clown in the regu­
lations for the Cauzees of the Shifts, a copy 
of which you mult obtain from the office, 
find adhere to them,

HtrctoforO the mcafnre of a Khun dee has 
been of various capacities; they are all. now 
to be tufeontinued, and the following ft a a-

' ; * ■ ' ■ ; •■■of:;1 ■

* Pice.

I .f/f ■ . t 10 0 0 ':;'0 ' f'-. ' ,'.f - ‘if;
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of rneafure ts fixed—The weight of 30 

Fanamt Kunteeroy is one rupee ; 24 rupees 
make one light Dek * ; 3 and i light Deks 
are equal to one full Dek f weighing 84 
rupees; 1 6 toll Deks make one Kuro»~* 
and 20 Kuros one Khundee. It is ordered 
that according to this (hindard, rpeafures 
fhall be made in all the diftrids, with. Go- 
vemment-ftamps upon them; and that all 
grain he bought by thefe mca lures filled to 
the brim ; that the weight: may be ex aft to 
a jingle Dek. It is alfo ordered that all the 
old wooden meafures be broken, and that 
the old weights and meafures of iron', &c. 
be delivered up to Government.

A Rupee is to be denominated Joze ; a 
Kurd, Beyd ; and a . Khundee, Ahla ; and 
by thefe new names they are to be ex- 
preffed in all accounts.

7,5. The former names of Seer, Derr a, 
and Maund are to fcjp clifcontinued j and 
throughout all thediftri&s, weights of the

* In the original Dek Khaun.

f  In the original Dek Pokhta.

'I f  I f f  v : G.V-1 e .K ‘: So Srk ■ ■ -I. 'ppduG:, - ' G . ; - : ‘-r-■ : G T i r f ■
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under-written names and ftandard are to be 
made, with the Govemment-ftamp upon 
them, and to be every where ufed in their 
{lead ; and they are to be exprefl’ed in all 
accounts by the names now given ; and all 
the old weights are to be thrown away.— 
The Seer is to be called Dek; and the Dek 
is to weigh 24 Rupees. The Derra is to 
be called Huh ; and the Hub is to weigh 10 
Deks. The Mun ( Maund) is to be called 
Uttul; and the Uttul is to weigh 4 Hubs 
or 40 Deks,

76, A Derra Sheraiee has been fixed 
upon to be ufed in mea hiring lands, and in 
building fortifications, &c. It is feat to 
you, and you are to caufe the measurement 
of lands, &c, to be made by this Derra. 
Thirty-two Derras are to make one Lub ; 
and the meafurement of all lands is to be 
exprefled in Lubs.

77. The meafure of the Derra is founded 
upon the Cuhna Jeyeebee, * in which there 
are 24 letters, and contains z\NiranguJhts\y

*  The Mahomedan confeffion of Faith, 
t  A Thumb-breadth.

[  46  ]
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x^^imat is to lay 24 Nirangujbts make half a 

Derra Sultaume, and 48 NiranguJJjts make 
a complete Derra. The meafure of a Ni~ 
rangujht is determined as follows; 1 o grain's 
of fine rice, weighing 6 Tahas, make 1 
Nirangujht Jowan f  7 grains of coarfe rice, 
weighing 6 Tahas, .make x Nirangujht;
7 grains of wheat, weighing 4 Tahas, t  
make 1 Nirangujht; 3 Nirangujbts make r 
Gerra ; 8 Gerras I a Derra ; and 16 
Gerras 1 Derra.

77. The following Royal ftandardis fixed 
for the meafure oi diftances :

Two Gurries make one Kuroh; and 3000 
military paces are equal to one Gurrie, each 
pace being the length of one Derra Suitau- 
nee ; fo that: 6,000 Suliaunee Derras make 
one Kuroh, or a journey of 2 Gurries.

Orders are to be given to the Reyuts on 
the confines of every village, to meafure, 
with Sultaunee Derras, all the roads, both *

* Here means a full grown perfon. 

f  In the original 14, which mu ft be a iniftake.
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4 tngh 'roads and bye .roads, and to mark 

every Kuroh by planting a Burrh-tree on 
the right hand fide, and a Goo!af and Neem 
tree on the left hand fide of the roads, at 
thofc diftahces ; and they arc to be enjoined 
to be particularly careful of the prefervation. 
of thefe trees.

You are to pay hire for the carriage and 
conveyance of goods according; to thele 
Kuroh

p8. If  there are ten iron~founderies in 
your diflrid, you are, b y  encouragement, to 
increafe them to double the number; and 
according to the indents and rprulers lent 
from the Huzzoor, you are to have iron 
Dubtis * and fieel Kuhuilees *f made and 
forwarded. Whenever an order comes to 
your Cutchery for iron fihot and Du has, 
you are to forward them without the final!- 
eft delay. Ironmongers may make all forts 
of implements of iron, hut you are to take 
care that they do not fell (hot. You are *

*  Shells, ;

*-f A fort of cutlafs or fword.
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T-klfb to afcertsin where there are mines of 

iron, and fteel, and obtain from thencfc the 
utmoft pollible quantity of each of thole 
articles, which yoXt are to take the greateft 
care of.

79* You are to piirchafe faltpcrre at the 
rates under mentioned, and forward it, ac­
cording to the indents which may be fen: 
for it, from your Cutchery.

There are four .kinds, viz
Fanam Kunteeroy,

In perfedfc cryftals
thrice boiled, each U'ttu! 4 j"»

Second, in broken
cryftals, do. 4

Third, in grains, do, ■ ,{
Fourth, in duft, do. ^

So. The names of the Ana + , See. which | 
have been fixed by Government, are as 
follows : and they are to be written, in this 
way in all accounts.

'■ ’ * ■ ; ■ I
_ * rjie P&Jtan letter M  ftatids in the original for.

{•tttantf and the dot . for half a Fanam, 
f  Meaning the different coins’of the country.

fi
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Ttv$f make 1 Uddbah; n Uddbahs, 1 B e f i r ^  
7 Beits, 1 Ay a; 16 Ayas, 1 l'a/ja; and 
16 Tab as, 1 Fanam.

So that 1 Fanam confids of 256 Ayas, or 
1792 Behas, or 8360 Uddbahs, or 40,680 
Teys.

Weight in Poppy Grains.
1 Pagoda------ 14,400.
1 Fanam —— 1,600..
1 ‘Ttf/fo —•— 100.
1 Aya ------ 6|.

81. There are vintners’ Props in your dif« 
trid ; whenever you find four of thelc fhops, 
you (hall fupprefs two of them ; and dou­
ble the tax upon the remaining two.

82. In your did:riel: there are fhops for 
the fale of inebriating liquors made from 
herbs, upon which you fhall double the 
tax which has been heretofore collected 
from them,

83. Formerly there were plantations, vil­
lages, and houfes, &c. under the control 
of the Kelladar. They are no longer to
be continued fo, and the plantations and

«
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o£ the villages, &c. are placed 

nnder your dirediion. If  a habitation Is 
wanted for one of your people, you (hall 
Caufe the houle of feme per fun. who is heir- 
lefs, and who may be defirous of felling his 
houle, to be made over to him by fale ; 
taking care that the purchafe money for 
it is paid to the proprietor. Yon are not to 
give a homo which is the property of one 
perfon to another. The people who are 
under the Kelladar, in the fervice of Go­
vernment, are employed as fen tries, and 
in guarding (tores: and it is not proper to 
allow them to have any thing to do with 
plantations or civil concerns. This order 
has been alfo inferted in the regulations for 
the Kelladars. All plantations, <5cc. which 
have heretofore been under the control of 
the Kelladar, are to be refumed and put 
Under the Alhoonee management,

84. 1  he people of the Athoonee and 
AhaJJjaum are not to be paid their wages,
By Tunkhaus upon the villages, but you 
fhall pay them in ready money, and into

E 2
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' --f:--their own hands, under the pain of the

difpkafure of Government.

85. A l l  the lame and blind in your difi* 
trick are wanted to work at the * Bhuta- 
kujhee, &c. You are therefore to col left 
them together, and having given them an 
allowance for travelling charges, you are 
to fend them to your Cutchery, and take 
a receipt for them. You are alio to find 
out + orphan children, and giving to each of 
t?li ::m one full Dek of rice, and one Fulooce, 
you are to fend them to the Huzzoor.

86. It has been the practice in the d-ifi- 
tricls, for Government’s principal fervants, 
Cfeajecaurs J , &c. to take villages and lands 
in farm. You are directed to annul all 
fuch farms, and to give the lands to the 
Reyuts to cultivate. In future you are 
upon no account to farm out villages or 
lands to perfons of this description; a breach

*  Suppofed to mean Workhoufes in which iuch 
people may be ufefuk

f  In the original. Br.ywauria, written, I imagine, 
by raiifake, inhead of Beyvianllee.

|  Clerks, Mutfuddies.
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of this order will incur the fevered dif* 
pleafure,

87. It has been a pradlce in the diftri&s, 
for the Mokuddivm and Reyuts, &c. to pay 
a bribe of 50 or 100 pagodas a year to the 
officers of Government, for orders upon J 

the Aumih and farmers to exempt them 
from being prefifed. You are to make
if rid inquiry into this matter in future ; 
and having found out the perfons who lhali 
have taken this bribe, you are to make 
jfuch of them as are upon the fpol refund 
the money, and pay it into Government.
And if the perfons who have taken it (hall 
be at the Huzzoor or other places, you fhall 
fend an. account thereof to the Huzzosr, 
that it may be levied from them.

88. People belonging to the Athoonee 
have frequently occafion to go from one 
village to another upon public buimels: 
in that cafe when they are to pafs in and 
out of the fort, you are to addrefs a note 
to the Kelladar, and require a pafs for them 
from him, which you are to fend to the
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and you are to call the people before 
you and examine them; and obierve the 
lame rule when you fend them out; and 
you are to note down your obfervance of 
this rule in your journal.

89. The bullocks of Government which 
appertain to the Imcrut Mihil are feat to 
your Cutchery to be trained : you are to 
deliver them In charge to the Putteeh of 
the villages; and whenever there may be 
Purina *' belonging to Government, the 
bullocks are to be trained to the draught 
by yoking them to the plough thereof; 
and when there is no Punna belonging to 
Government, they are to be yoked to the 
ploughs of the Putteeh, I f  the Shamboges 
or Reyuts lhall prefume to yoke them to 
their ploughs, a fine lhall be exaGed of 20 
pagodas for every bullock fo yoked. Strict 
fiirdcrs are alib to be given to the Puttcels to 
take the Government bullocks everyday to 
the Jungle, and to bring them back in the 
evening, and to picket them in their ifalis 
within the fort, and feed them well, When-

* Muft be fome particular denomination of land.
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for bullocks, you are to furnifh them im­
mediately.

90. A new eftablifhment of Munnlcaurs 
Shamboges, Beajbs, &c. has been fixed for 
the diftrict: tliey are to he kept: up accord­
ing to that eftablifhment, and the perform­
ance of their duties to Government is to be 
exacted from them. If any of the old or 
new Shamboges or Scnjbtadars are unfit for 
their offices, you are to report the matter 
to the Huzza or, and adhere to inch order as 
you final i receive thereupon.

91. It is ordered that a quantity or ft raw 
be annually gathered together in your dif- 
tri£l, in the proportion of one Klar to every 
pagoda of the land tax, £or Jummabunm, ex- 
clufive of cuftom, houfe tax, &c.) The 
Klar to con lift of a Pujh/ara * of the cir­
cumference of j f  Derr as; and two fitch 
Pujhtaras making one load: and you are 
to gather it in this proportion from all the 
villages, and require the Mokudums and

* Burden,
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irmers, during the period of making the 

collections, to fee it gathered in the vil­
lages, and preferred with care.

If the liable horfes, or artillery bullocks 
(hall be fetit to your diftrici to graze, 
you are according to order to deliver the 
flraw in Kiars of the above meafurement, 
and. take receipts for it. There is no occa- 
fion for the fervants belonging to the flables 
to go themfelves to the villages and colled 
flraw as they pleafe. The Sajr horfemen 
mu ft alfo take flraw from the Reyuis by 
equitable purchafe, and not by violence, 
the pbfervance of this rule is enjoined to 
them hi their regulations. I f  any perfon ■ 
takes flraw by force, you are to feize him 
and fend him to the Huzzoor; and if you 
cannot feize him, you are to ascertain his 
name, and the name of his R/faladar and 
Jemadar, and report; them to the Huzzoor, 
that he may be fent for and punifhed. 
Whatever quantity of flraw, accumulated 
for Government, fhall remain at the end 
of the year, over and above the quantity 
required for confumption, is to be fold, 
aud the money produced by the fale is to
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be paid in to Government. The R.yuts 
are to be forbid to fell any draw without 
your order.

92. It is ordered, that in every difttid 
which pays 1000 pagodas, the Reyuts lb all 
keep four brood-mares. You are accord­
ingly to feleSt l’uoh of the Reyuts from ail 
the villages in your diftrict as are truft- 
worchy men, and who underftand the 
keeping and care of horfes, and equally 
diftribute aniongft them the charge of 
keeping a number of mares in proportion 
to the Jimmabundy of your diftrid. I f  

■ the Reyuts fhall require pecuniary afiiftance 
to enable them to purchafe mares, you 
muft let them have it at the rate of 100,
150, or 200, rupees for each. A number 
of horfes are brought for fale to the Nur- 
futty* Jatira-f, and the Reyuts may pur­
chafe and bring them from thence. Two 
ft allions have been fent by Government 
into every diftrid to breed from, and you 
muft i'ffue ft rid injunctions that all the 
mares fhall be covered by thefe ftallions,

# The name of a place. f  A fair.

' Go J> \
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and not by other horfes, Whenever foals 
are brought forth, you are to fend for the 
owner, and advance money to him, at the 
rate of too rupees for each foal, to enable 
him to feed them ; and you are to diredt 
the fo llo w in g  mode to be obferved in feed­
ing them: for the fir ft month the foal is 
to be fed with 3 Deks of milk every day; 
from that time till it is fix months old, one 
light Dek of flutter, and one full Dek of 
flour of vetches is to be given daily, mixed 
with the milk; after the end oft the fix 
months the milk is to he difcontiuued, and 
in addition to the flour of vetches and but­
ter, two full Deks of Coulthee is to be 
given to the foal, until it has attained the 
age of one year, from which time the. 
flour and butter are to be left off; and till 
the next year the foal is to be fed with 4 
Deks of boiled Coulthee.

During the firft year the foal is to be 
tied with a firing, and fullered to go with 
its dam to graze ; and after that period, if 
it is a colt, it is to be feparnted from the 
dam, and fuffered to graze .by itfelf with

■ G° S x
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firing about its neck ; but if it js a filly

■ it need not be feparated from .its dam..,

A brood-mare is to be fed with 3 Deks 
of boiled Coulthee every day. The foals, 
both colts and fillies, are to be backed and 
broke as foon as they have attained the age 
of one year and a half, and at tfvo or three 
years they are to be lent to the Huzzoor for 
examination, when they will be purchafed 
at fuitable prices, from zoo to 300 rupees 
each ; and after deducting the fum which 
may, as above mentioned, have been ad­
vanced by Government, the balance will 
be paid to the owner.

L a. Keyut is defirous of felling his horfe 
eliewhere, he is not to do fio without the 
knowledge of the Aum'd, and is not to 
take a lefs price than 200 rupees, but may 
ieH him for more than that fum ; and out 
ol the price which he receives he is to pay 
back to Government the advance which 
may have been made to him. Every An­
nul who (hall keep up a greater number of
brood mares in his diftrift than he is re- 
. *
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'  Squired to do by this regulation, will merit 

the approbation of Government,

You are defired to fend all the colts 
which are now to be found in your di thrift
of two vears old, with their owners, to, • ¥  ■ .
the ‘Huzzoor, that, after being examined, a 
p roper price may be’given for them.

You are again defired to be Urielly at­
tentive to the orders contained in this rule; 
and you are moreover directed to keep a 
regular account of the brood-mares andt>
foals that are with the Reyuts, and you 
arc alfo to provide the food of the riallions 
that are given by Government, and take 
care that they are kept in high condition, 
fo that they may propagate the fpecies.

93. Tobacco has hitherto been prepared 
with ipirits and other deftruftive things to 
increafe its itrength ; this is forbid, and it. 
is ordered that tobacco (hall only be pie- 

. pared with Jaggree % Let air injunction *

* Molafies.
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to this effeft be laid upon all the people of 
the diftrift.

94. Heretofore ITurmeric has been boiled 
with cow-dung. This is forbid, and it is 
ordered that in future Turmeric lira 11 be 
boiled with red oker throughout your dif­
trift.

95 *. Afl the rules neceftary to be ob- 
ferved are laid down in this code, and are 
to be adhered to. If any cafe fhall occur 
not provided for, requiring reference to the 
Huzzaor, let fuch reference be made ; and 
the order blued in confequence be obeyed,

96. The following rates are eftablifhed 
for the purchafe and fale of gold, lilver, 
and copper, the obfervance of which you 
are to ft rift ly enjoin to all Ihopkeepers, 
fhroffs, and traders, in your diftrift. And 
whenever thefe articles are purchafed for 
Government, they are to be taken at 1 or *

* The original article bearing this No. appears 
to have been at firft omitted, and at laft mifplaced, 
by the Perlian copyift. It ought properly to have 
been included in the 125th article.
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Tahas under this rate ; and as the value 

of the gold happens to be greater or Ids 
by the allay, fc llxall the price be greater 
or iefs, in the proportions hereunder fixed:

Fanams K.

Hun Bahadurrie each Hun* 13
fumjbeiree do. 1 2
Feringie Put do. IO
Saunvoree do. ' p|
Dhuurwauzee da. io|
Paudjhaby do, IO|
Soohroy do. I0|
Nundee do. IO$
Fdnhitputtee do. u j
Boolee do. 1 j x
Alhoonee Mahmudjhahee do. 1 . 1
Rattje Gopaulee do, j 2
Kurg do. 1 3
Pur lee Caverl do, 12
Surraree Corns, each

weighing 1 Pagoda do. 3 -
Cans -j* ljlambole, each

weighing 1 Pagoda do. 14
Darke do. j 3 1

* Pagoda, a fraall coin. f  C 0 n ft a nt in q pi e.



/cS& ■ G°S*x ■

( f f i  t  1 ( c i

^Aj^Wela Nipauk, weighing
5 Huns each Hun 4

A fr ingee do. 13 1
Hurunpulee do. \ r
FHeif Roy do. 1 1  2 "1 abas
Nageree do. ro£
Gungiee do. i 0f
Mamoor Khanee do. x 0
Ghoontee do. 12
Gold of i f f *  Avars,

weighing 1 Pagoda do. 13
Silver, every 4 Jozes

or Rupees do. 12 $
Copper each Dek 1
Rupees of ChiHauziny,

Zereganne, Terbapoo-
ree, and Smitee each + Choke 1 3

97. Whenever fheep belonging to Go­
vernment are kept to graze, you fhall every 
year caufe them to be (horn ; and you are to 
receive charge of their wool from the De- 
rogba of the Imerut Mihil, with a fpecifi- 
cation of its weight, and are to give a re-

* Degrees of purity, Touches. 
f  Every four.
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ceipt tor it. This wool you are to deliver 
to Nadaufs *, at fixed wages, to work it 
into the heft felt, and are to fend the felt 
through your Cutchery to the Huzzoor. If 
good flit cannot he made, you are then to 
forward the wool to your Cutchery, and 
take a receipt for it.

98. Such of the cattle and fheep as have 
got the rot, you fhall deliver to dealers in 
leather, and caufe them to tan and prepare 
the leather, which you are to take for Go* 
vernment, and tranfmit it toyourCutchery; 
and you fhall let the tanners take the fkdh 
of the animals in head of other p ay, which 
you are not to allow then:..

99- Heretofore merchants and traders 
under this Government have been accu- 
itomed to go to the dependancies of Cbeen'a- 
fatatn f  to purchafe fait and other articles.
All intercourfe with that province is now 
forbid : and you are to notify to the mer-

* Cotton cleaners means here workmen who make 
felt, woollen-drapers.

t  Madras.
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cbants, that fait abounds in Kbojhaulpore, 
Kooriaul, Dhonavir, Merjaun, Angola, and 
other places at the foot of the Ghauts, de­
pendent on Nagore, and in the dependant 
cies of Calkitt; and dir eft them to go to 
whichever of thefe places is neared: to that 
of their ref deuce, for the purchafe of hilt, 
and not to go to the depend,mcics of Chee~ 
napatam.

I f  any merchant, in difobedience of this 
order, {halt privately go into the Checna- 
patam province, for the porchafe of fait,
&c., you /trail, after enquiry, fei/x his 
Zindigaunte * with his cattle, and alfo the 
fait, for Government; and moreover fine 
the offender, and threaten him fb as to 
deter him from the like offence in future.

I f  merchants belonging to Cheenapatam 
province /hall come into the dependancies 
of this Government, for the purchafe or 
hue of goods, fait, &c., you /hall make 
them prifoners, and “feize their cattle and

*  Should be Zitidigee, but copied from the ori­
ginal.

F
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foods for Government : and you fhali t#  
port the mutter to the Huzzoor.,, and attend 
to iuch order as fhali be given.

too., You are to keep up the full number 
of exprefs Wrcarrabs fixed in theeftablifh- 
ment of your Diftridl, and in concert with 
the Kelladar.md the Mutfuddee of both de­
partments, you are to pay them feverally 
their fixed wages and allowance for lamp- 
oil and paper, taking receipts from them.

The rate at which they are to travel, is 
determined to be one Kuroh SuUaunee in one 
Gxrry and a half. Addreffes and letters f rom 
the Dewanee, Bukjhee, and the Ahafhaum 
Cutcheriea, &c., and articles for the ufe of 
Government, are to be forwarded by thefe 
exprefires; and letters and goods of other 
perfons are not to be lent by them : if any 
perfon fihall infringe this rule, he fhali be 
punifhtd, and meafures are to be taken to 
prevent it in future.

tor. In the villages of your diftridl:, there 
are Fakeer ’s booths: many of thefe Fakeers 
have a pradtice of adminiflering intoxicating
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'■ '̂ i-.iisljquors and herbs to the inhabitants and 

paflengcrs, you are to lay ft. ict injundtion 
upon inch Fakers as have already got fixed 
booths, to refrain from this mifchievous 
practice ; arid whoever fnall notwithftand- 
ing perlevere therein, is to be expelled the 
country ; you are alfo not to 1 lifter any more 
Fakecr’s booths to Ire erected in the villages 
in future.

lot. Formerly it has been a practice for 
the Aumit and officers of Government, and 
other people, to purchale and fell aban­
doned girls and orphan children, & c .; and 
abandoned girls have frequently been taken 
into the DeoJlanA Jn future they are not 
to be fold abroad, or to be lodged in the 
Deojlan, but are to be collected together for 
Government; and you are to fend them 
through your Cutchery to the Huzzoor, 
allowing them each at the rate of one full 
Dek of rice, and one Fulooce, until their 
arrivals at the prefence. *

* The Hindoo Temples.

F 2
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103. During the time of war and tumult, 

tlie Aumil and Kelladar Ihall caufe their 
families to remain at the feat of Govern­
ment, and f h al l  themfelves be in their forts 
attending to their duties.

104. In you 1 did rift there are banker’s 
(hops eftabhihed under the control of the 
Milikatugar ■* : you are to give the Shroffs 
and clerks the allowance which is fixed 
underneath, and you are to advance to each 
of them 1000 Pagodas, to enable them to 
deal in gold, filver, and copper, &c.

If any other Seeihee + or IVurtuck, fhall, in 
future, of himfelf, deal in thefe articles ac­
cording to the mode p radii fed heretofore, 
he is to be confide red as a defaulter to Go­
vernment, and be fined; if  they deal with 
the Shroffs appointed as above by Govern­
ment, there is no objection to it.

*  Hoad of the commercial Department,—Lord 
of trade.

f  Money dealers, drop-keepers.
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Pagodas Kmittrajy*

Pay of each Shroff'per
month, - 5

Each Mutfuddee or clerk - 2

105. An efiahlifbment of peons and Ca~ 
mails *, &c,, Rationed at the .fort for the 
fervice of the Ahajhaum +, has been fixed 
by the Huzzoor ; and it is ordered that the 
Kelladar and Aumtl, attended by the officers 
of both their departments, Stall lit toge­
ther once in every two months, and mo fie r 
them: and after difmtffing all inch of them 
as are old and infirm, Stall draw out a 
mufter-roli of the remainder, and pay them 
their wages fix times in a year into their 
own hands; and they Stall alfo receive, 
into the fervice, able young men as recruits, 
and pay them their wages in the fame 
manner. It is alfo ordered that mufier- 
roils and abftra&s of their pay be tranf- 
mitted by you once in every two months, 
under your feal and fignature, to the Buz- 
zoor and to your Cutchery, If, upon exa-

* Blldars, pioneers*

t Royal retinue, body-guard,



| (  9  ) k  ( c i
[ 7° J 0 . 1 —i

mination by the Naxkwarrks, it ihali appear 
that old and infirm rnernorfuch as are under 
age, are kept in this fervice, the amount 
of their pay, as 'well as a fine, will be 
exadted from you.

■ id6,: Houlcundaya land is given to the 
Condacha." •* Peons in lieu of wages—-with 
this land the Balcundaya or walk land is 
intermixed. You are to enquire into this 
matter, and leaving with the Peons the 
cultivated land, you are to difcontinue the 
Balcundaya or walk- land, and in lieu 
thereof arc to give them land which has 
-lain Fallow 5 or 6 years, and is become fit 
for cultivation, fo us to make up the full 
quantity to them according to their efta- 
blifhment; attributing it to them indivi­
dually through the Kclkular and Mut- 
fuddles

Whenever one of thefe Peons dies, you 
are to enliil one of his brethren or family, 
who {hall be fit for fervice, in his place; and 
deliver over to him the land and its produce;

<* Garrifons, vide article 1x3.
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and if he ihall have died heirlefs, the 
produce of his land, then on the ground, 
fhali go to Government, and you fhall eniift 
forrie able-bodied man, and deliver the 
land to him. When the produce of ri:u lie 
lands are ripe, the Peljhkaur, Aumil, and 
Munjhoor, with the Mutfuddles of both de­
partments, are to go and take an exa<5fc 
roeafurcment of the produce, and having 
entered it in. the accounts, give it up to 
the Peons,

Whoever fhall keep wade land in his 
pofleffion, is to be reproved and fined, and 
to be made to cultivate it. It is fixed that 
they (the Peons) fhall be paid fix. times in 
a year ; you fliall therefore, every two 
months, fettle their accounts, and after 
fetting off half the amount of the pro­
duce of the land ag&inft the total of their 
wages, you are to pay them the remainder: 
through the Kelladar, in ready money, fo 
that it fhall come into their own hands, 
and you are to take the Kelladar & receipt 
for it. ■ djf t*A .. ; d'|

If  the Kelladar, Sertjhtadar, or Naik~
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flball keep the lands of the P ^ I . i  
' 'm  their own hands and cultivate them, the 

lands are to be taken from them, and they 
Jhall be made to pay double the value of 
the produce, together with a fine, to Go­
vernment.

i o 7. Whenever Peons are detached upon 
the affairs of Government, an account is 
to be kept of the time allowed them for 
ablence. I f  they fhould exceed their time 
by one or two days only, no notice need 
to be taken of it ; but if they fhould be 
hill longer abfent, their pay for the period 
of fuch abfcnce is to be Hopped and forfeit­
ed to Government.

108. You are ordered to keep up the full 
complement of Peons of the Ahajhaum, 
according to the fixed eft abb foment; and 
when men are wanted to complete their 
number, you are to make choice of thofe 
who are of the Byder cart, and of Reyuts 
who belong to the families of the okliftmr, 
and alfo of able-bodied Peons who ar*c- out 
of the fervice. The Kclladar has received 
an order fimiiar to this : it mult be ft nelly
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adhered to, without deviation. You are 
to enlif.t the men and furnilh them with 
their pay, and arc to take a receipt from 
the Kelladar.. In cafe men of the defcrip- 
tions above mentioned are not to be had, 
you are to prevail upon poor Reyuts, who 
live 5 or 6 in a houfe together, to enlift; 
and are to complete the number of Aha- 

Jhaum men and pioneers, who are wanted 
foi the fort, from them. If you fail to com­
plete thefe corps by fome one of thefe 
ways, you will incur the fevereft dif~ 
pleafure,

J 09. The Kelladar, Munjhoor, &c, are not. 
to refide in the Government Houfe. If 
there are any delerted houles in the fort, 
let one of 20 Chejhtnais for the Kelladar, 
and one of  ̂Chejhtnais for the Munjhoor, 
be put in repair at the expence of Govern­
ment, and be given to them. If there are 
no deferred houles within the fort, let two 
buddings, containing the number of Cbejh- 
mais above fpecified, be eredfced for thole 
officers, [ hey have received orders to 
tins erfecc, and you are to furnilh a luffi- 
eiency of materials for building them, for

■ e° i x
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which you are to take a receipt from the 
Kettadar. A houfe of 20 Cbejhmais has alto 
been ordered for the Aumil: not a (ingle 
addmona.l Chejhmak is to be made at the 
expence of Government.. The houfes be­
longing to Government, as well as the 
houtes that have been deferred, are to be 
kept in. repair at the expence of Govern- 
ment. I f  at any time a fhop keeper or 
Shroff fhall apply for one of the deferred 
houfes, it is to be delivered to him, making 
him pay a certain price for it to Govern­
ment.

110.  I f  the Kelladar thou Id occafion any 
©bfiroftion to the civil authority, you are 
to addrefs the Dew an of the Cutchery of 
your diftrict, and get an injuitoVton iffued 
to him from the Bukfhee, which you are to 
deliver to him. The officers of both De­
partments are hriTly enjoined to condufl 
themfelves io that no interruption fhall be 
given to the fervice of Government; and 
if thefe order? are not attended to, and the 
bufinefs ofGovernmentfhould buffer injury, 
both will be called to account for it.
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i 'i j .  Supplies of wood and ropes* and 

articles for repairing the fort, are frequently 
wanted. The Kelladar will make his pio­
neers furnilh ft eh articles as are to be pro­
cured in the wildernefs, free of coO ; and 
you are din died to fupply him with thofe 
which mutt be obtained by purchaie, ta­
king his receipt for them, which ill all fpe- 
cify the price.

i n .  It refts upon you to keep up com­
plete the number of men of the Athoonec 
arid JJkadam. ’% fa that the bufmefs of Go­
vernment may go on without interruption.
In.cafe the full number fhould not be kept, 
and any delay fhould arife in the difpatch 
of the petitions and addrefles to Govern­
ment you will be made to aniwer for it.—
An account of the arrivals of thofe people 
is to be kept alfo in the Kdiadar s office,

113 , Houkundaya land has been given to 
the Peons belonging to the fort: it is there­
fore ordered that, for the purpofe of culti­
vating thefe lands, one half of the Peons

*  Poft-ofliee, meflengers, couriers.
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fliall. have leave of ablence once in every 
eight days, and the other half fhall remain 
on guard, &c\ in the fort : an exadfc and 
regular account is to be kept of all who are 
prefent and abfent, and the pay of thofe 
who are abfent is to be flopped during the 
period of fuch able nee, for Government.—™
.An order fimilar to this has been given to 
the Keliaaar, md you are to fee that he 
attends to it ; and you are to report the 
number of Peons who are upon duty or 
abfent, to your Cutchery and to the Huz- 
%oon

/' Iff; 1 ' i; ' 1 < ; ' , . :Wi 1 *,J S
114.  If the Peons of the Coondachar 

Peons are detached upon duty, within the 
dirt rich, to a diftance not exceeding 40 
KnrobSy there is no occafion to give them • 
Matt a ; but if this diftance fhall be exceed­
ed by even two Kurohs, you are to allow 
them Bait a at the rate of 5 Kunteeroy Fa- 
nams per man, and you are to pay it to them 
purfuant to order from your Dewan Cut­
chery, and take their receipt for it.
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1 15* The under--writer* rules are to be ^ 

©bferved in laying inprovilions and ilores :

, The fibres which are required for the 
principal and inferior fortreffes, are mentio­
ned in tire regulations for the Kelhdars: 
you are to transcribe thole regulations, and 
having obferved what kind of fort there is 
in your diftrift, you are to deliver the full 
quantity of fores required for it to the Kc:~ 
iadar and Smfhtadar, taking a receipt for 
the lame. The quantity of lamp-oil for 
the fervice of the fort is included in the 
eftabli/b merit of the Ah afh aunt, according 
to which it is to be daily given out; and 
at the periods when flores and provifions 
are depolited in the magazines, you are to 
lay in a proport ionable quantity of oil, three 
fourths to con lift of oil of Rkinus, and 
one fourth oil of Sefame.

If there fhould be any foldiersin the fort, 
you are, every 15 days, to give out to them 
a fufficient quantity of oil of Sefame, to 
clean their mufquets with, taking a receipt 
for it.
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The Kelladar will deliver to you out of 

die old {tores fuch articles as are condem­
ned, which you are to take and exchange 
with the- {hop-keepers. The Kelladar will, 
alfo once in every year deliver to you all 
articles which have been hired, and ail 
other articles once in three years to-be ex­
changed, and you are to take and exchange 
them. You are to put into good repair the. 
old magazines in which the grain is kept 
in ftore, and if there are no old magazines 
you are to build new ones fufficient to con­
tain it.

iB l lt e
Twelve articles of food for each period 

every day, are fixed as follows ; arid you 
are to tiipply them in the quantities and at 
the periods appointed in the orders relative 
to forts.
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Lift of tho Articles.
Rice of every

kind - i full Dck.
Flour - i  of a full Deh
Pulfe • -  | of a fhoit or

light Dck,
Ghee - - i f  or weight

of a Rupee)
Tamarinds '* z ditto.
Chillies - | jLzt*.

- - a ditto.
Turmeric - | £/V//c?„
Onions - - iV/Z/c,
Garlic - - | ditto,
Beetlenid - j  ditto.
Tobacco « i

/  The MSS- c°py gives 6 Joze of this article.
The printed copjr has been adhered to,

‘U'P



1 ’ "  1 . . § L
The following are the rules for eftablifh- 

ing depots of provisions, &c.

Four ids'

N,™.,,r„,t « # • - « .  s t s r a s r .  c rs* .
4 p- • % :s r  « - 1  r°:* -  *• s s a zP if, fell rank, fecund (Hldrank.

rank.

Wheat. . . . .  iooa Gib. 750 Deis 500 Deis 250 Deis 
Jaggree . . . .  250 UlMs. - j8? ie5 62J
Silk, raw . , . j|t tijDeh 3 }  »3
s i jw m  . . . .  50 ditto. 37 25 *■»:$

Kn S * J::\  ■"■>"• rf s w
V.'ax. . . . . .  10 do. y| 5 s|
Bitch. aid do. 15  10  5
Rutteool . . . .  Jo do. 7 J  5 a l
Opium. . , , . to do, 71 ,5 n|
Murdaurfmg, . 5 do. 3J al- j|
Sung R,’?ia. • . S do, g| S$
Sang Pelts • . . 5 do. 3} a t 1$
Gunityfot bags. 40 pieces, 30 pees aopces . jopets

Li z cmh:,:\ 2500 **» 800 6oo
* Earthen pots i

and plates of 
various kinds; 
and when any
ot thefe are 8000 6000 4000 2000
broke, they 
are to be re­
placed.
Mufiuls o!Xi- 5 ,
ray wood. j  4000 3°*° 2000 1000 +

* As limes do not. keep long, coarfe fioth is fterped in their juice, 
and fuffered to dry.—When the forts are ihi.it up, fmall pieces of 
this cloth are fetved out tn place of lime .;. A little hot -water ex~ 
ttacts the acid,

t It is fuppol'ed that thefe articles are to be conflantly in dcpoGt, 
and that the flock of rice, !<c. fliould be computed by multiply-ng 
the number, oilmen and days into the quantities l'pectfted aa one 
day’s allowance.
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^  ̂  1 1 6. I f  any of the P««j belonging to

the Fort fhoulcl accompany ihcBttkjhee,, Fo- 
gedar, or Sepadar, a diftancc not exceeding 
20 Kurohs» to any place within the diftridt, 
in war time, as efcort, there is no occafion 
to give them diet-money ; but if  this dif- 
tance is exceeded, they are, each man, to 
be allowed 5 Fanams, And alfo if they 
fhould be feat to fight or as guards beyond 
the limits of the di drift, to a did a nee of 20 
Kurohs, they are each to be allowed 7 Fa- 
nams *, which you are to pay upon its 
being ordered from your Dewatt Cutchery.

Out of the unarmed Peons m your dif- 
tri&, 6 men are ordered for every Dooley 
with 3 Korr(tries + and 2 Cotias |  : the 
bottoms of the Dooleys are to be made with 
the Boba rope. In this manner they are 
to be kept in readinefs ; and whenever an 
order comes for them from the Huzzoor, 
they are to be furnifhed immediately. A

* It does not appear whether this allowance is 
for the trip, or for what period.

f  Pioneers’ tools, .
J Bill-Hooks.

o
fi^l \**l‘
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, ^^ fim ilar order has been given to the Krfladarf 

i i  and you are to fee that he obeys it.

1 1 8. No refpeft is to be (hewn to per- 
Ions who are born of flave-women and of 
proilitutcs; and they are not to be aflbeiated 
with. They are moreover not to be taught 
to read and write. Teachers are to b<s 
forbid, to inf; net them; if any one (hall

I  ■ initruel them, his tongue is to be cut out. 
Perfons of the above defeription may marry 
amongft them .(elves, but (hall not be per- 
mitted'to marry into refpeTable families.

1 19. If any perfon, whether before mar­
riage or after marriage, (hail keep a profi- 
tute or female have, you (hall, after a leer-

• tain bag the fail, take the (lave for Govern­
ment ; and if any perfon objects to it* he 
will he punifhable.

120. A ferap of paper is not to be trodden 
upon: this injunction is to be particularly 
attended to ; whenever fcraps of paper are 
found they are to be buried in the earth.

,121. Heretofore all perfons have been
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. after meals to wafli their hands  ̂

with flour of vetches, &c. and to rub their 
bodies with it when bathing : this is very 
improper, and it is forbid in future ; and in 
place of flour of vetches, it is ordered that 
they flhall life flour made of Nagur- 
Mootha *; and all men are enjoined, to obey 
this order.

122. You are .t > eaufe the name of your 
didrift to be /lamped on all iron implements 
and /hot which are made in. your diftrift ; 
and are to lend them through your Cutehery 
to Agrun Puttun*

123. The following names are given to 
the Sultmme months and years, by which 
they are to be expreiled in the accounts ;

* Hindoo Cycle.
1. Ahud Perbhca
2. Ahmud Webhoa

* The firft column next to the numbers contains 
the Sultaunee names, and the fecond column the 
Shavfcrit names of the Hindoo cycle, of lixty years .
1. lie orthography of fome of the Shanfcrit names is 
imliitincl in the original.

C 2
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3. Ab Sookla
4. j'v; Permodota
5. Bdb Perjolcpulty
6. J5«/« Angreejha
7. Seeri Mookha
8. Abaud Bhawa
9.

10. Aoge Dhatoo
1 1 .  Huj EJjerra
12 . Juhud Bhcodanla
13. Jthaud Pirmades
14. Wajeb Wtkerma
15. w
16. Zubud GhitUrbhanoa
17. ^sis# Socbhatwo
18. H<y Taurun
19. JVdbed Parthoa
20. Budoh Wigeah
21. *Gyeh Seroojeet
22. <Tau\b Serodharrce
23. Yosi? Feerodhee
24. CW Vikertee
25. Havee Kburra
26. Cubud Nundun
27. ./IWj  F//VV
28. Waheed Eia
29. Mammilla
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30. Kie Boormoohy ' j
1 1. Kia Hulmunnee
32. Kubood Wulmunnea
33. Abut Wikarree
34. Del Surwuddee
35. Dal Pakvaw
36. Jubdl Soobukirt
37. Peer baker it
38. Azel Kurodhee
39. Jelao Wijpwafoo
40. Deb Purabboa
41. Maw P  donga.
42. Kubuc Ke chuck a
43. Jum Somea
44. Jam Sadharee
45. Adum Wirodeekurm
46. Wully Peridhaoree
47. Wallse Permabueka
48. Cobhl Anunda
49. Coakib Rafzltjha
50. Tern Nall a
51. Dodm Pingalla
52. Humd Kalooky
53. Hamid Sidbartee
54. Jdn Roodree
55. Adeem Durmuitee
56. Hij/wiy Doondhee
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57. Mujeed Roodertarree
58,. Kabul Rukta
39. Jshdn Kurodhunm
60. Majeez Rukyenna

Names* of the Suliaunee Months.

1. Ahumudee Chyier
2. ' Beharrse Byfack
3. Jaffe.ee Jeytc
4. Darayee Afaur
5. Hajhmee Surawun
6. IFcntffye '■ Bbadcr Pud
7. Zubberjuddy. Afnoge
8. Ryder ree Car tic
9. Tooulee Mageefir

10. Tuffffee Poofs
1 1 .  Izzuddee Maug
12. Beazee Phage on •*

•* -The firfl column, next to the numbers, con­
tains the Sultuun,v names; and the fecond column 
the Hindoo names.
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SULTAUNEE RULE*.

Make your computation by the flrft let­
ter in the name of the month, and you 
will know without difficulty what month 
it is in the order of their fueceffiou; like- 
wife by the Jammult  calculation. The 
letter compel ng the names of any year, 
will give you the number of the year in 
the Cycle J  of 60.

* Or Key, by which the year and months may 
be known from the Sultaunee names here given to 
them.

t  The Jitmmul is a calculation by the aritbmc- 
, tical, called Jbjad, the letters of which have dif­

ferent powers, from i to 1000. Sec Rich irdfon’*
Perfxan Dictionary.

*  For the application of the above rule obfevve 
the firft letter qf the month Abmudee is Alif, which, 
in the Abjud, Hands for 1, and the letter competing 
the Sultame6 name of the year Delo is Dau/, which 
Hands for 4, Laum 30, and Wco 6, making toge­
ther a total of 40gib that “  the ift of Ahmuda of 
“  the year Delo, Purabhoa,u which is the date fub- 
joined to thefe Regulations, means the ift day of 
the ill month of the 40th year of the Cycle. It

- muf., however, be alfo obferved, that the firil and
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124. It is ordered that an Irfaulnamn of 
the whole revenue of the didrid't fhall be 
forwarded at the fame time with the an­
nual fupplies. This Irfaulnama is to Hate 
the total of the Jumma of the diflrift, the 
amount tranfmkted, and the balance; as 
alfo a full account of the remittances which 
have been lent through the De-wan of your 
Cutchery, in goods, cloths, coral, car da­
mans, and other articles which have been 
purchafed. It is moreover to contain a de­
tailed account of the Jumma, and the re­
ceipts and b: lances, diftinguilhing the ba­
lances of the prefent year, and thofe of 
former years, which are to be carried for­
ward to the account of the enfuing year.

125. You are to examine the jewels, 
clothes, copper and brafs utenfils, &c.

fccond years are not to be found by the Jummul 
calculation. Ahud is a word fignifying unity, and 
therefore ufed to exprefs the Creator; and Jhmud 
is one of the appellations of the Mahomedan Pro­
phet. This rule applies throughout, with the ex­
ception of the name of the firft and fecond year of 
the Cycle. See Jfiatic Researches, Volume the 2d, 
page 233.
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which belong to all the Hindoo pagodas 
throughout your diftrift, and have an ac­
count of them taken by the Serijfstadars and 
Sbambogcs, with the defcription and "weight 
of each article; and you are to deliver 
them over to the charge of the Shambogesy 
with di reft ions to allow the ufe of them at 
the times when they are wanted in celebra­
ting worfhip, and afterwards to put them 
away with care. In cafe the Shafnboges fhould 
at any time be changed, the Shamboge who 
is removed fhall deliver over charge of 
thefe articles to his fucceffor, and if any 
deficiency fhould appear, you and the 
Shamboges of the Pagodas will be made to 
anfvver for it.

126. Wages fufficient for your mainte­
nance are allowed to you and your officers. 
It is therefore expefted that you will not 
be guilty of mifreprefcntation, in any 
matter, whether trifling or great.

Falfehood is an offence of the high eft 
nature, againft both morality and religion. 
According to the books Sherra Wtkaya and 
‘Tareech Velayet Khcraufaun, &c. offences

/<3* ' •

*
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><ft-fngainft the Sovereign are o f four defcrip- 

tions; and the punishment ordained for 
1 acu of them is mentioned in thole books.
God has alio pronounced his curfe again ft 
lyars; fo heinous a vice is falfehood, that 
ali the other vices on the earth are produced 
b y  it ; and God has declared the jyar to be 
a companion for Satan. From him who, 
in obedience to God and his Prophet, 
fhuns this vice, offence againft his Sove­
reign is not to he expected.

The following are the four defeription* 
o f offences alluded to :

i ft. He who riles in arms againft his 
Sovereign, or unites with his enemies; or 
he who, by a writing under his hand, in- 
ftigates another to do Jo ; and he who with 
his hand is guilty of theft. The punifh- 
ment denounced againft fucb criminals is, 
that they fhall be tortured, and be deprived 
of exiftence.

2nd. He who utters diftefpe&ful words 
againft his Sovereign; he who, by word of 
mouth, inftigates another to offend againft
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fils fevereign ; lie who fpeaks in favour of 
a bad man ; he who difeiofes his fovereign’s 
fecrets; and all who are guilty of offences 
with their tongues. The punifhtnent of 
fuch offenders is to be So llripes.

3d. He who by a look incites another to 
offend againfl his Sovereign *, he who ha­
ving feen another offend againfl h k  Sove­
reign, keeps blent ; he who having wit- 
nefled a theft, does not make it known ; 
and all who are guilty o f offences with 
their eyes. Such offenders are to be re­
proved, and treated with feveritv; and if 
they benefit by the reproof, well and good; 
otherwife they, as well as thole who know 
o f evil actions, and do not endeavour to 
prevent them, are to be turned out of the 
country.

4th, He who hearing of an offence againfl 
his Sovereign, or of an intended theft, 
keeps blent, and does not endeavour to 
prevent the offence, is evidently con Tent­
ing to the offence, and therefore deferves 
punilhment. If he is a man of rank, he 
is to be punifhed in his property; i f  of a
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low degree, in his perfon. Puliifhments 
may be remitted by the fovereign.

I f  any crime of the above four defcrip- 
tions (hall be proved upon you, you will 
receive the puniihment above denounced 
againft it* .

You are to perufe and ftudy thefe or­
ders, morning arid evening, and aft ac­
cording to them. In cafe of your failing 
to do fo, you will be brought to fevere 
puniihment. They are comp riled iri 21 
leaves, and contain 1251* articles.

j . ' ; ‘ . . .;.... \ ... , '■ .  ̂ . i* 'M . i

Dated 1 ft of Ahmudy, the year % Delo 
Purabhoa, and of the Higeera 1200. Writ­
ten by Abbafs Ally, and dilated by Lala 
Govind Roy, belonging to the Dewan Cut- 
chery of the Huzzoor. Lines 528.

* The 95th article ought properly to have been 
inferted as a paragr aph in this place.

There are in all 127 articles. The 95th arti­
cle appears to have been inferred after the reft of 
the book had been written, and the 127th is addi- * 
tional to the original code.

f Fortieth year of the Cycle in article 123.
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127*. Imperial mandate under date the 

3d of the month of Sum ree + of the King’s 
year, and year of Mahomed, 12 15 ,

Be it known to Syde Buddeeuzzum aum ,
JDewan of the 8th Cutchery at Sunka 
Gurry.

The Reyuts, &c. of your diftrifts, when 
convicted of offences, are, at prefent, 
fined by Government. It is ordered that 
in future thefe fines fhall be commuted; 
and that the offender, in place of every 
pagoda of the fine adjudged againjft him, 
fhall plant 2 M ango trees, and 2 trees of 
the large Jaum un  |  in front of his village, 
and to water and tend them till they are of 
the height of 3 D erras. This order is to 
be inferted in the regulations for the dif- 
trials.

* Not numbered in the original.
t  Sumree not being one of the names of montha 

in art. 123, is fappofed to have been an error of the 
copy ill, or to be a word of one of the diale&s of 
that country.

| Almond Trees.



The above order Is accordingly mfertu3 ^-J  
hi the regulations for thediftrhft, this n th  
of the month Z a b a d  Ja ffeeree  of the King's 
year, and year of Mahomed, 12 15 , cor- 
responding with the P u h vu n g '* , Seeuhir 

./Ihdeeb Sirawm Mam.
§ i  . , -/'.X 'i ,
|i * Words not intelligible, excepting Suravun

M .-m or Hindoo month of Sawun.
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^ / / A b r i d g m e n t  o f  the A ft  f o r  fe ttlin g  the 

G overnm ent a n d  T ra d e  ( / I n d ia , and f o r  

the A ppropriation  o f  the T errito ria l R e ­

venues a n d  P ro fits  o f  T rade betw een the 

P u b lic  and the E a jl- In d ia  Com pany.

1 7 9 3 *

T H E  C O N T R O L  A T  HOME,

T h e  A & provides for the continuation 
of the Board of Control for the affairs of 
India in all its parts, except, that indeed 
of the Secretary of State being the Prefi- 
dent, the perfon firft named in the King’s 
Commiffian is to be the Prefident; and, 
inftead of the Commiffion being limited 
to fix Privy Counfeltors, the number is 
indefinite, reding on the King’s pleafure ; 
of which, however, the two principal Se­
cretaries of State and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer are to be three: and His 
JVIajefty may, if  he pleafss, add to the lilt

H
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Kg?* two Commiffioners, who are not of hia 

Privy Council.

By the former Ad, no fabrics were 
given to the Commiifiotiers for India; and 
thofe of their Secretary and other Officers 
were to be paid out of the Civil Lid, By 
the new ait, die King may give .£'.5,000 
a year amongd Inch of the Commiffioners 
as he pleafes; whiclr, together with the 
Salaries of the Secretary and Officers, and 
other expences of the Board, are to be 
paid by the India Company, and not by 
the Civil Lid. The whole is not to exceed 
£ • 1 b,ooo a year, the Commiffioners’ Sala­
ries included.

Oaths are prefer ibed for tire Commif­
fioners and their Officers. The office of a 
Commiffioner or Chief Secretary is not 
to be deemed a new office, to difable their 
fitting in Parliament. The appointment

I of a Commiffioner not having a (alary, or 
of a Chief Secretary (if a Member of the 
Houfe of Commons) is not to vacate Ills 
feat; but the appointment of a Commifi* 
fioner with a falary will vacate his feat.
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' -<:»' "i^hree Commiflioners mull be prefent to 

form a Board.

The powers of the Board are, in fub- 
fiance, the lame' -as •under former Ads of 
Parliament. They are to fupcrintend, di- 
red, and control all ads, operations, and 
concerns which relate to the Civil or Mi­
litary Government and Revenues of India, 
fubjed to the refindions hereafter men­
tioned. They and their Officers are to 
have accefs to the papers and records of 
the Company, and to be furniflied with 
copies or extrads of fuch of them as fhall 
be required. They are alfo to be furnitheu 
with copies of all proceedings of General 
Courts and Courts of Diredors, within 
eight days; and with copies of all dis­
patches from abroad, which relate to mat­
ters of Government or Revenue, immedi­
ately after their arrival. No orders on. 
thofe fubjeds are to be fent by the Com­
pany to India until approved by the Board, 
and when the Commiffioners vary or ex­
punge any difpatches propofed by the Di­
redors, they are to give their reafons; 
and all difpatches are to be returned to the

H 2
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Court of Directors in fourteen days. Thd 
Diredors may Abate their objections to any 
alterations, and the Commiffioners .are to 
reeonfider them, and if they interfere with 
what- the Directors may deem matters of 
Commerce, tire Directors may apply to 
the King in Council to determine betwixt 
them. But the Board are reftridled from 
the appointment of any of the Company’s 
Servants. If the Directors, on being called 
upon to propole difpatches, on any iubjeT 
relating to Government or Revenue, fhall 
fail to do To within fourteen days, the 
Board may originate their own difpatches 
on that fubjefit.

The Board are not to authorize any in- 
creale of falaries, or any allowance or 
gratuity to be granted to perfbns employed 
in the Company’s fervice, except the fame 
fhall be firft propofed by the Company, 
and their intention and reafons for fuch grant 
are to be certified to both Houfes of Par­
liament thirty clays before the Hilary can 
commence.

The Directors are to appoint three of
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their members to-be a Committee of Se­
crecy, through whom difpntches relating 
to Government, war, peace, or treaties, 
may be feat to, and received from India.
The Secret Committee, and the perfons 
they employ to tranfcribe fee ret difparches, 
are to be fworn to fecrecy.

Orders of Directors concerning the Go­
vernment or revenues of India, once ap­
proved by the Board, are not fubjeff to 
revocation by the General Court of Pro­
prietors.

THE G O V E R N M E N T S  ABROAD.

The prefent forms of Government over 
the Prefidencies of Bengal, Fort St. George, 
and Madras, are continued in all their 
effential parts. For Bengal, by a Governor 
General and three Members of Council.
For each of the others, a Governor and 
three Members. Thefe latter, in refpeft 
to treaties with the native powers of India, 
levying war, making peace, colie&ing and 
applying revenues, levying and employing 
forces, or other matters of civil or military
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Government, are to be under the control 
■ of the Government General of Bengal; and 
are, in all cafes whatever, to obey their 
orders, unlefis the Directors (hall have fcnt 
to thofe Settlements any orders repugnant 
thereto, not known to the Government 
General; of which, in that cafe, they are 
to give the Government General immedi­
ate advice.

The Court of Directors are to appoint 
to thefe feveral. Governments; namely, 
the Governor General, the two other Go­
vernors, and the Members of all the Coun­
cils ; and likewife the Commander in Chief 
of all the forces, and the three provincial 
Commanders in Chief, None of the Com­
manders in Chief are, ex officio, to be of 
the Council; but they are not difqualified 
from being lb if the Directors (hall think 
fit to appoint them, and, when they.are 
Members of the Council, they are to have 
precedence of the other Counfellors. The 
civil Members of Council are to be ap­
pointed from the Lift of Civil Servants, 
who have refided twelve years in the let- 
vice in India,

t eh/ hyc. 1. . v  -/■: G  ft'. ftXfte  _ftf X X  f t r f t f t ; . \ ' h f t f t  f t ;  ' - ft:;ft|fftf
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The Directors may appoint to any 

thole offices provilionally, but without fa- 
lary, till the perfons appointed Hi all ac­
tually fucceed in poffiftfion. Any vacancy 
of Governor General, or Governor, when 
no proviftonal fucceflbr is on the fpor, is 
to be filled by the Senior of the civil Conn- 
fellers, till a fucceffor diall arrive, and 
the vacant feat in Council, thereby occa- 
ffoned, Ihall be temporily fapplied from 
among ft the Senior Merchants at the no­
mination of the adting Governor General, 
or Governor, if only one Councilor Ihall 
then remain. The Governor General and 
Governors may fupply vacancies in Coun­
cil from the Lift of Senior Merchants, 
until fnccdTors, duly appointed, ihall ar­
rive to take their feats. In all thefe cafes, 
the fakries arid allowances are to follow 
the adling Members while in office. I f  
the Diredlors fail to appoint to vacancies 
in two calendar months after notification 
thereof, the King may fupply them, and 
the Dircdfors Ihall not remove any perfon 
lb appointed. In all other cafes the Di~ 
redlors have the power of recalling or dif- 
milfing any fervants ; and the like general
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power is yefted in the Crown, Appoint­
ments made before the Ad are not to be 
thereby difturbed.

The Commander in Chief of all the 
forces, when at either of j|he Subordinate 
fettlements, is to have a feat at the Coun­
cil Board, but is to have no falary in ref- 
ped thereof ; and if the Provincial Com­
mander is a Member of that Council, he 
may continue to deliberate, but his voice 

, mail - be fufpended as long as the other 
Oral! remain.

Provifion is made for Applying the place 
of any Member of Council, difabled from 
attending by any called illnefs or infirmity.

The departure of any Governor or Mem­
ber of Government, or Commander in 
Chief from India, with intent to come to 
Europe, or any written resignation deli­
vered in by them Shall be deemed an avoi­
dance of office, and the coming into any 
part of Europe Shall be a iuffieient indica­
tion of that intent. No falary Shall be paid 
or payable to any Officer, or his Agent,
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during ab.fence, unlefs employed on aftual 
fervice; and if any officer, unlefs abient 
on icrvice, never returns, the falary is to 
be deemed to have ceafed from the day of 
his quitting the fettlement.

The Aft prescribes the; order and me- 
tliod of condufting bufmeis at the feveral 
Council Boards. Matters propounded by 
the Prefide ft final! be firft proceeded upon.
He may adjourn the difeuflion of qu eft ions 
put by the Members of Council, but not 
more than twice, nor beyond forty-eight 
hours each time. All orders are to be ex- 
prefled to be made by the Governor Ge­
neral in Council, or Governor in Council. 
Powers are given to the Governor General 
or Governors, to aft contrary to the op.i- 

. mom of the other Members of Council, 
taking upon themfelves the foie refponiibi- 
lity. Onfuch extraordinary occaflons, the 
Governor General, or Governor, and 
Counfellors, are t:o communicate to each 
other their opinions nnd reafons by mi­
nutes, in writing, and to meet a iecond 
time ; and if both retain their hr ft opi­
nion, the minutes are to be entered on the
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confultations, and the orders of the Go­
vernor General, or Governor, are to he 
valid, and put in execution.

If the Governor General fliall vifit any 
fubordinate prefidency, he fhall appoint a 
Vice Proficient to act in Bengal during 
his ubfence, who,- with the Council, may 
aft for that Prefidency alone. The Go­
vernor General’s authority, and that of his 
Council, over fuch fubordinate fettlement,
(hall be transferred to the Council Board 
of the Prefidency where he fhall be pre- 
fent, except in judicial cafes. And whilll; 
he is in a fubordinate Prefidency, the Go­
vernor thereof fhall have only a voice in 
Council. His other authorities, except in 
regard to judicial matters, fhall be fuf- 
pended. If the Governor General fhall be 
in the field without a Council, all the 
Governments and officers fhall obey his 
orders, and he alone fhall be refponfible.

Tbefe extraordinary powers fhall not 
extend to the impaling any tax, nor to 
any a&. Which might not be done by the 
whole Council, nor to any judicial cafe,
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. nor to the fufpenfion of air (landing order 
of Government, nor (hall thole powers be 
exercifed by perlons cafually luccceding to 
the temporary Government; and the Di­
re (flora, with the approbation of the India 
Board, may fufpend ,‘Iiele extraordinary 
powers, and again revive them ; and all 
the Governments are laid under.reftri&ions 
to prevent war or extenfion of dominion in 
India, imiefs hoftilities again ft the Com­
pany, or their allies, mall render war un­
avoidable ; and the Members of the fubor- 
dinate Governments, acling contrary to 
this ,«A£l, or to the diredtions of the Go­
vernment General, may be fufpended or 
difmifled by that Government, and far­
ther punilhed. The fubordinate Prefiden- 
cies are alfo required to communicate all 
matters of importance to the Superior Go­
vernment, with all difpatch.

The Governor General, and the other 
Governors, are veiled with powers of ap­
prehending perfons lufpedted of illicit cor- 
refpondence. Witnefles are to bo exa­
mined and cr'ofs examined, and their evi­
dence recorded j and the parties may be
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;d either in India or fent home : in the 

latter cafe, the depofitions of the witneffes 
are alio to be fent home, and arc to be re­
ceived in, evidence, fubjedt to impeach­
ment in refpeft to the competency of the 
witnefles.

To the afling Prefident of the feveral 
Council Boards, is given a carting vote in 
all cafes of equality of voices.

P AT RONA GE AND RULE OF PROMOTION.

The Directors arc to appoint R* ni my 
Cadets and Writers only, as to fupply va­
cancies according to returns from abroad.
Their ages fhall not be under fifteen, not 
exceed twenty-two, unlefs any Cadet fhall 
have been one year in the King’s fervice, 
and then his age is not to exceed twenty- 
five years. All fhall have promotion by 
feuiority of fervice only. Three years 
fervice qualifies a civil fervant for a place 
of £. 500 a year; fix years for one of 
£, 1500; nine years £. 3000; twelve 
years £. 4000 a year or upwards. None 
to take two offices, where the joint emo-
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luments fhal! exceed this rule. All Col­
lectors of the Revenue are to take the 
oath prefetibe 1 in the Aft againffc the ac­
ceptance of prefents, and for faithfully 
rendering to the Company all they (hall 
receive.

The acceptance of any prefent, by any 
fervant of the Crown, or of the Company 
in India, is made punifhable as for extor­
tion (with a laving of fees to profeffional 
men) and the Court, before whom fitch 
offence is tried, on any convi&ion, may 
return the prefent to the party who gave 
it, or difpofe of any fine in favour of th’e 
profecutor.

Difobedience of orders of the Directors 
by fervants abroad, is made punifhable as 
for a mifdemeanor, and fa is any breach 
of trufl or duty, or making or being party 
to any corrupt bargain concerning any 
office or employment, whether by a King's 
or a Company’s fervant; and all the King’s 
fubjefts in India are made amenable to all 
Courts of competent jurifdiftion abroad, 
and at home for all crimes committed by



C 110  3 p
\-\ pjl>em in India. The Company may com-- 'f l l l  

\k'..:p&tind civil a&ions, now depending, or 
hereafter to be brought at any time before 
judgment, but in criminal cafes they arc 
abfolutejy ref lack'd from compounding or 
remitting any judgment or fentence what­
ever.

Servants of the Company, after five 
years abfence, cannot return with their 
rank, nor ferve again, unlefs detained by 
ficknefa; or unlefs it be by leave of the 
Company on a ballot of three parts in four 
of the General Court. In cafe of ficknek, 
the Directors are the judges in the Civil 
Service, and in the Military, the Directors 
and the Board of Control jointly are the 
judges.

THE TRAD E.

The Company’s term is extended for 
twenty years, from the ill of March, 
i "94; fubjeft to be determined at or after 
that period, on three year’s previous no­
tice by Parliament, fignified by the Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons; fubje£t,
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however, as to the trade to and from hdn , 
to the follow ing limitations in favour of 
fuch private merchants as may choofe to 
trade thither- In other rcfpcdh, and to 
and from China, and other places beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope, the former re*
{frictions a, gain if private traders are con­
tinued L» force ; and if tire exclufive trade 
thus limited, fhali be hereafter ditconti­
nued, the Company are {fill to retain theii 
corporate capacity, with power to trade 
with a joint flock in common, with other 
people. If, however, any new fettlement 
{hall be obtained from the Chinefe Go­
vernment, feparate from, toe Continent t .
Alia, an export trade thither is referved to 
private Merchants, under certain condi­
tions and regulations; and tnere is aiio a 
claufe to preferve the Southern Vv halers 
in the benefit of their c rryiag trade into 
the Pacific Ocean, by the way of Cape 
Horn, to the northward of the .Equator, 
limited to 1B0 degrees weft longitude from 
London j and {hips from Nootka bound 
are to be licenfed to trade irom thence 
with Japan and China, but are not to
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failure of thofe countries to Great Britain.

L I M I T A T I O N S  ON T H E  E X C L U S I V E  T R A D E  

TO AND FROM INDIA.

All perfons may export and import 
goods to and from India in the Company’s 
(hips, except that they (hall not export 

. military (lores, ammunition, mails, (pars,
cordage, anchors, pitch, tar, or copper ; 
nor import India callicoes, dimities, iivui- 
iins, or other piece goods, made or ma­
nufactured with (ilk or cotton, or with 
(ilk or cotton mixed, or with other mixed 
materials, nnlefs it be done by leave of the 
Company. If the market (hall not be 
sufficiently (applied with the excepted ar­
ticles of import or export, with an excep­
tion of military (lores and copper, the 
Board of Control may open that trade alfo 
to individuals. If the Company fhould 
not export 1 500 tons of copper annually, 
private traders may export copper, in the 
Company’s drips, to the amount of the 
deficiency.
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The Company are to furnifh private 
traders, till 1796, with 3000 tons of (hip­
ping yearly, computed on the fame prin­
ciple as the Company’s own tonnage is 
computed. The quantity may be increafed 
by order of the Board of Control, to meet 
the demands of the private traders; and 
if the Board order more than the Company 
approve, they may appeal from the order 
to the King in Council. And the Com­
pany -are refir ifted from charging any 
higher freight than £.5 per ton outwards, 
and £.15 per ton inwards, except in time 
of war, or in circumfiances incidental to 
war, or preparations for war, when they 
may charge an increafed rate of freight, 
in a due proportion to the rates at which 
they (hall take up their own fhipping, but 
the propofed increafe can only be made 
by the confentof the India Board, to whom 
the Direftors are alfo required, in 1794, 
and in every third year afterwards, to lay 
a flatement of the affairs of fhipping, and 
to abide by their order, touching any con­
tinuance, increafe, or abatement of the 
rate of freight on private trade.

1 ■ j
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Private traders are required to notify 

to the Company’s Secretary, at home, and 
to the proper officers in India, at a time 
limited, the quantity of tonnage wanted 
by them for the en fifing feafon, with the 
place of deftination, and the time when 
the goods will be ready for (hipping. At 
home, this notice is to be given before 
the 31ft Auguft for the (hips of the enfu- 
j»g feafon, and before the 15th September 
they are to depoftt the hum for the tonnage, 
or give fecurity to tire Directors for pay­
ment of it. Before the 30th of October, 
they are to deliver a lift of the forts and 
quantities of the goods intended to be lent.
In failure of having them ready, by the 
day fpecified in the notice, they are to for­
feit their depoftt or the fecurity, and alfo 
their tonnage for that turn. Similar rules 
are preferibed for (hipping, &c. goods in 
India ; but it is left to the Governments 
there to fix the times, and to name the 
officers, to whom notices are to he given.
The Company is to have the benefit of all 
forfeited and vacant tonnage, and if more 
is demanded for private trade than the 
quantity limited, every perfon is to have
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Jue proportion ; and notice is to be 
given him thereof, feven days before the 
day for making the depofits. All Private 
Trade is to be regiftered in the Company’s 
books, and, in default of being regiftered, 
it is to be confiderecl as illicit trade, and 
punifhable accordingly.

The reftridions of the law again ft the 
Company’s Servants, or others, from ac­
ting as fadors for foreigners, or lending 
money to foreign Companies, or on bot­
tomry of their (hips, or afliftmg them with 
remittances by bills, are repealed. And 
all legal impediments to the recovery of 
debts, under any pretence that they were 
incurred illicitly, and agatnft the letter ol 
thefe abrogated laws, are removed ; and 
all perfons in India, not fpecially prohi­
bited by the Company, or reftrided by 
their covenants, are authorized to ad as 
mercantile agents for any who may choofe 
to employ them; and if there fhall be a 
want of Fadors (properly qualified and au­
thorized) the Company are to licenfe free 
merchants, with the approbation of the 
India Board, lo that there may be always 

I 2
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a proper fupply of agents for conducting 
the Private Trade abroad. But the be­
coming factors is not to exempt any per- 
fons from being amenable to the general 
authorities of the Governments in India ; 
and all Agents are reftricted from going 
beyond ten miles from fome principal let- 
dement without fpecial leave.

As a farther relief to Private traders, 
the dut;. of 5 per cent, granted by an A d  
of King William, on Goods imported in 
Private Trade, is, in refped to the India 
Trade, repealed ; and the Company’s ufual 
charge of ^ per cent, difeonrinued, and 
in lieu of thele, and in fatisla&ion of the 
expences of unfhipping, hoyage, cartage, 
warehoufe room, forting, lotting, and 
felling private goods, the Company is to 
have £ .3  per cent, on the grofs amount 
o f the fales o f Private Trade, the cuftoms 
thereon included. The repeal, or the al­
lowance thus fubftituted, is however not 
to extend to fpecial engagements made be­
tween the Company and any of their Offi­
cers, touching their privileges.
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the cafe of manufacturers, who rmy^-*-J  

import any articles of raw materials, Rules 
or By-Laws are to be framed and eria- 
bliriied for bringing them to as early a fale 
as pollible, and for preventing any undue 
preference in the iales of the lame com­
modity arnongft any of the importers, 
whether the goods belong to the Company 
or to individuals, the fales are to he open 
and public, by inch of candle; and the 
whole configntnent bought in by the pri­
vate importer, is to be delivered out to 
him, on payment only of the duties and 
other dues thereon. All other goods im­
ported in private trade are to be fold, and 
treated as heretofore, according to the 
By-L aws of the Company; and all goods 
in private trade are to pay to Government 
the fame curio ms  as goods imported by 
the Company on their own account.

And inafmuch as the allowance of 3 per 
cent., and the rates of freight, will be in- 
lufficient to indemnify the Company their 
aCtual charges upon private trade, the Lc- 
gifl.iture hath thought it juri to exempt 
the Company from aCtions for lories or
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might, in ordinary cafes, be liable by law 
to make good to the owner. But the Aft 
provides that the Company’s Officers, and 
all perfons through whofe means or neg­
ligence any lofs (hall happen, fhall be li­
able to make it good to the owner, and 
it gives a farther remedy to the owner, 
in certain cafes, to recover fatisfaftion, by 
enabling him to profecute under the writ­
ten engagements or fecuriti.es taken by the 
Company for the fafe keeping of their own 
merchandize. All the laws prohibiting the 
import of goods from any other place than 
that of their growth, and for continuing 
all prohibitory laws in refpeft to the con- 
futnpdon or wearing of foreign manufac­
tures are continued.

AP PROPRIATIONS,

Firfl; in India. The territorial revenues 
are to be applied, in the firft place, in de­
fraying all charges of a military nature. 
Secondly; in payment of the intereft of 
the debts there already, or hereafter to 
be incurred. Thirdly; in payment of
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--^he civil and commercial eftabUfhmentsu
Fourthly; in payments of not iefs than 
one million per annum for the Company’s 
inveftments of goods to Europe, and re­
mittances and inveftments to China; and 
the furplus, if any fhall remain, is to be 
applied in the difeharge of debts, or fuch 
other purpofes as fhall be directed from 
home. The fum allowed for inveftments 
may, from time to time, be increated to 
the extent of the diminution made in the 
annual amount of the intcrefl of debts 
which fhall be paid in India or transferred 
home; for which transfer, provifion is 
made to an extent of ^.500,000 a year, 
by bills of exchange to be drawn upon the 
Company { and if the creditors fhall not 
fubferibe to that amount, other perfons 
may fubferibe, and the money advanced 
by them for bills is to be applied in dif­
eharge of fuch debts; and this rule is to 
be continued till the India debt fhall be 
reduced to two millions. The Company 
may increafe thefe transfers home, but the 
Governments abroad are reftri&ed from 
exceeding the above amount without their 
orders.

xS* ■ G°Six

■"f m f i l i a l  f l



C p  § L
Secondly, at home. The net produce 

of the Company’s funds at home, after 
payment of current charges, are thus ap­
propriated : Firfi, in payment of a ten per 
cent, annual dividend, on the prefent or 
any increafed amount of the capital flock 
of the Company. Secondly, of £.500,000 
per annum to be fet apart on the firit of 
March and the firfi of September, half 
yearly; and applied in the difeharge of the 
before-mentioned bills of exchange, for 
the aforelaid reduction of the India debt. 
Thirdly, of a like annual fum of £. 500,000 
to the Exchequer, to be applied by Parlia­
ment for the ufe of the Public, and to be 
paid on the tirft of January and firft of 
July, half yearly, by equal inftalments.
And, laftly, the furpius may be applied in 
the more ipeedy reduction of the India 
debt, till reduced to two millions ; or in 
diicbarging debts at home, fo as not to di- 
minifh the bond debt below £.1,500,000,
Subject to thefe appropriations, and after 
the debt in India is reduced to two millions, 
and the bond debt at home to £ . x,500,000; 
one Jixth part of the ultimate furpius is to 
be applied to an increafe of dividend on the
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: capital flock, and the remaining five fixths

is to be made a Guarantee Fund, or col­
lateral fecurity for the Company’s capital 
flock, and their dividend of ten per cent, 
until fuch fund, by the monies paid by 
the Company, and the intereft thereof, 
fhall have amounted to twelve millions; 
and after that time, the (aid five fixths of 
the furplus is to belong to the Public in 
full right. TheF five fixths are to be paid 
into the Bank, and laid out in the purchafe 
of redeemable annuities, in the names of 
the Commiffioners for the reduction of the 
National debt, who are alfo to receive the 
dividends, and lay them out in like man­
ner,. until twelve millions have been in- 
vefted. That being accomplifhed, the an­
nual div idends of the flock pm chafed 
therewith, are, in the fir ft place, to make 
good any defalcation in the Company’s 
revenues, to pay the ten per cent, dividend, 
and fubjeft thereto, thofe dividends are to 
belong to the Public. If on the Com­
pany’s exclufive trade being determined, 
their own afllts fhall prove infufficient to 
make good their debts, and alfo their capi­
tal flock rated at 200 per cent., the excefs
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oJ' &ch Guarantee Fund is to ma,ke good 
the deficiency, as far as it will extend, and 
in the event of the Company difeoutinuing 
their trade altogether, the excels is to be­
long to the Public. But if the Company 
fhall continue to trade with a joint flock, 

the overplus, and the annual divi­
dends thereof, are to remain as a like 
guarantee for a dividend of ten per cent, 
and the capital rated at ^.200 per cent, as 
long as the Company fhall trade with a 
joint flock ; but fubjeft to the making 
good any fuch deficiencies the faid fund is 
to be deemed the property of the Public.

If the bond debt at home, or the debts 
abroad, atter being reduced to the films 
before limited, fhall be again increafed, the 
former appropriation is to be revived, un ­

til thole debts lhall be again diminiflied 
to their refpe&ive ftaudards before limited.

Any deficiency in the Funds to make 
good the £.500,000 to the Exchequer in 
anv year, is to be made good in the ex- 
cefies of fubfequent years, unlefs it hap­
pens in time of war, or by circumflances

• GOl̂ X
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5™ -î jticidental to war, in which cafe the defi­

ciencies are not to be carried forward as 
a debt on the annual funds of the Com­
pany, nor be brought forward as a debt to 
be paid by the Company, unlefs only in 
the event of their affets, on the conclufi'on 
of the cxclufive trade affording more than 
fufficient to make good the capital flock, 
rated at £,?oo per cent, but any exceflt 
of luch affets beyond that amount, is liable 
to make good the deficiency of any fuck 
payments to the Public ; no intereft is to 
be computed in the mean time on fuch 
deficiency.

The fecurities given by the Cafhicrs of 
the Bank, are to extend to the monies they 
may receive under this Aft, and the Trea- 
fury is to direct the allowances for manage­
ment; and if the India Company make 
default in any payments directed by the 
A&, they may be filed, and (hall pay £ .15  
per cent, damages with cofts of fuit.

The A£t directs the manner in which 
receipts fhall be given, and a power is 
lodged in the Treafury to give the Com-
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'^pm y  farther time for payment in cafes of 

exigency. And it is declared, that nei­
ther the claims of the Public, nor oT the 
Company, to the territories in India, fhall 
be prejudiced by the Aft, beyond the pro­
longation of the term in the exclusive trade.
The aft alfo contains a claufe of mutual 
acquittal of all outftanding demands be­
tween the Crown and the Company, to 
the 24th Day of December, 1792.

The Aft recognizes the rights of the 
Company to a fum of £.467,896 7s. 4d. 
in money and £.9,750 Bail India ftock;
(which lums conftitute the feparate Fund 
of the Company, eftabliihed under the Aft 
c f 1781 ;) and it is ohferved, that it will 
be more for the general in tore, ft of the 
Company to continue that money employed 
in trade, computing an intereft upon it, 
and to make it a fund for a permanent 
increafe to their dividend, of ioj. per cent, 
than to draw it from their trading capital 
for any fudden diftribution. And it then 
authorizes and limits the Company to make 
a dividend from this feparate fund, and 
the intereft thereof, after the rate of ioav
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: per cent, per amt. daring their farther term

in the excluflve trade ; and at the end of 
the term, it gives them a power of dif- 
pofing of the remainder of this fund as th y 
final! think fit.

The Company are not to grant any 
penfions, or new falaries, beyortd £.200 
per arm. to any one perfon, without the 
confent of the Board of Control; and 
they are to lay before Parliament, annually, 
a lift of all their eftablifhrnents abroad, and 
at home, in which all penfions and new 
falaries are to be particularly noticed ; and 
alio complete accounts of all their affairs, 
receipts and outgoings of the preceding 
year, with eftimates for the following year.

AH the old laws for preventing clan- 
deftiue trade with India, and from lending 
to or a {lifting, or being concerned with 
foreign Companies, or foreign traders, are 
wholly abrogated, and the following pro- 
vifions are fubftituted in their place, ob- 
ferving that the penalties are made to ex­
tend only to fuch of His Majefty’s fubje&s 
as belong to Great Britain, Guernfey,
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jerfey, Alderney, Sark, Man, Faro Hies, 
or to the Colonies, Mantis, or Plantations 
in America or the Weft-Indies; and that 
all veflels and goods forfeited, may be fei- 
zed by any of the Company’s Officers in 
India or China.

Perfons going unlawfully to India, and 
trafficking there, forfeit {hips, veflels, 
goods, and merchandize, and double the . 
value thereof; one fourth to the Informers, 
and three fourths to the Company, they 
paying thereout the cods of profecution.

Perfons unlawfully going to India, fhali 
be deemed unlawful traders, and fubjefl 
to the foregoing penalties and forfeitures, 
and may alio be profecuted as for a crime 
and miiderneanor, and be liable to fine and 
imprifonment. One moiety of the fine 
goes to the King, the other to the Com­
pany, if they profccute, or elfe to any 
other informer.

Perfons unlawfully reforting to India, 
may be feized and fent home for trial;



i m  1 1 2 7 ] . . § l
juid, on arrival, they are to give bail, or 
be committed to prifon.

Perfons difniiffed the fervicc, or whofe 
licenfes /hall have expired, if they con­
tinue in India, are to be considered as il­
licit traders, and are made fubjedto pe­
nalties and forfeitures of goods, &c. as fuch.

Goods dripped clandeflinely, or fuch as 
are reflrided by the Ad, and goods un­
ihipped at fea, fhall be ieized and forfeited, 
with double the value, and the Mafler, or 
other Officer, knowingly permitting or 
fuffering the fame, (hall forfeit all bis 
wages to the Company, to be deducted 
out. of the monies payable to the owners, 
and be difabled from again ading in the 
fervice.

Any who /hall folicit for, or accept a 
foreign commifllon, to fail to any trade in 
India, fhall fori it £*.500, half to the Com­
pany, and half to the Profecutor, or the 
whole to the Company, if they dull 
profecute.
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All Governors and Counfellors are pro­

hibited from trading, except for the Com­
pany ; and all Collegers, Supervisors, and 
others employed in the Revenues of Ben­
gal, Bahar, and Oriffa, or their Agents, 
or any in truft for them, are prohibited 
from inland trade, except for the Company.
The Judges of the Supreme Court of Ju ­
dicature in Bengal, are abfolutely prohi­
bited from traffick; and none, without 
the per million of the Company, fhall trade 
in Salt, Beetle Nut, Tobacco, or Rice, 
on pain of forfeiture of the goods, and 
treble the value, one moiety to the Com­
pany, and the other to the Profecutor.

None (hall fend goods from India to the 
Continent of Europe, by any other chan­
nel than as allowed by the Act, on pain of 
forfeiture of double the value ; but this 
reftri<Stion is not to extend to matters of 
agency, only on the account bona fide of 
any foreign Company or foreign Merchant.

Tiie Aft then preferibes the method of 
fuing for forfeitures and penalties, and
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rmining the legality of leisures. It 

gives a right of fuing by Aftion, Bill, or 
Information, in any of the Courts of 
Weftminfter (in which cafe the venue is 
to be laid in London or Middlefex), or in 
the Supreme Court of Judicature in Ben­
gal, or the Mayor’s Court at Madras or 
Bombay; and in fuch fuits the legality of 
feizures of perfons, fhips, or goods, is 
made cognizable. In cafes of mifdemea- 
nors, the offenders are punifhable by iiue 
and irnprifonment, and if abroad, they 
may be fent home, as part of the punifh- 
ment; and a capias, lor arrefting slit ac - 
cufed party, is given in the fir ft inffancc, 
which may be compounded for by bail.

For fecuring to the Crown the duties for 
goods unlawfully trafficked with, in the 
cafes of forfeiture of goods, the Attorney 
General may profecute the offenders, or 
their partners, by bills in a Court of 
Equity, waving penalties, and the defen­
dants (hall make full difeovery of their il­
licit traffick upon oath, and fhall be de­
creed to pay all the duties thereupon to 
Government, and £.30 per cent, on the

K
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of the goods to the Company, and OX_J 

fhall be relieved again,ft all other forfeitures.
The Company may, in like manner, pro­
ceed againft offenders by Bill in Equity, 
and if they fail they fhall pay cofts. De­
fendants are to pay cofts to the Crown 
and to the Company, when the decree (hall 
be againft them.

If  a common informer, before any fuit 
is commenced, fhall make known any of­
fence to the Company, or the Attorney 
General, and either of them fhall prefer 
a fuit in Equity, m that cafe the informer 
fhall be entitled to one third part of the 
Ample value of the concern which fhall be 
recovered. But if the Directors prefer a 
profecution at law, the informer may pro­
ceed, but fhall not difcontinue the fuit 
without their confent.

When the Company are the firft infor­
mers, the whole of the informers’ fhares 
of penalties and forfeitures fhall belong to 
the Company, although the fuit be com­
menced after the time elapied for common 
informers to fue or profecute the offence.
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On any Ant agairift the Company or 
their Servants for feizing, See. the defen­
dants may plead the general iflue, and give 
the Act in evidence, and the berth n of 
proofs Shall be on the plaintiff;, that the 
feizure, &c. was unlawful; and on non- 
fuit, verdidl, or judgment, the plaintiffs 
(hall pay treble cofts.

The Adds or parts of Adis repealed, are 
as follow : 9 and 10 W. III. ch. 24, f. 3 i.
The whole of the temporary Adi of 5 Geo.
I. chap. 21. and lb much of the levcral Adis 
as continued it in force. The 7 Geo. 1. 
ch. 2i) f. 1 to f. 9. The whole of 9 Geo.
I. ch, 26. The 3 Geo. II. ch. 14, f. 9.
The 17 Geo. II. ch, 17, f. n .  The 10 
Geo. III. ch. 47, f. 1 and 2. The 13 Geo. 
lit. ch. 63, f. 23 to 29; and f. 32 to 35.
The at Geo, 111. ch. 65, f. 29. The 24 

. Geo. III. ch. 25, f. 3, 13, 29, and 31.
The whole of the 26 Geo. III. ch. 16 ; and 
the 32 and 33 f. of 26 Geo. III. ch. 57.
The repeal is not to extend to offences com­
mitted before the commencement of the 
Adt, nor is it to affedt the powers of the 
prefent Board of Control, until a new one 

k %
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ers given to the India Board by certain 
Ads of the 28 th and 31 id: years of the King, 
concerning the forces in India,

I he jurifdidion of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature at Fort William, in caui'es 
of Admiralty, is made to extend to the 
I Jigh Seas at large, whereby a defed in 
the Ad of x 773 for conlHtutiiig that Court 
is cured.

For increafing the niitnber of Magif- 
trates in Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, 
the Si >rem Court of judicature In Bengal 
is to if'iue commiffiotis of the peace, in pur- 
fdance of orders blued in Council for that 
purpofe; and any of the Juflices, fa ap­
pointed, may bv order in Council, fit alfo 
in the Courts of Oyer and Terminer, ta­
king the Oaths of Juflices in England, 
excepting the oath prescribed by the A d 
of the 18 Cho. II. (relating to qualification 
hv eflate.) The proceedings and judg­
ments of juflices may be removed to the 
Court of Oyer and Terminer by Certiorari, 
as may be done into the Court of King’s
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tions, but cannot be let aftdc for want of 
form, but on the merits only. The Juf- 
tices may alio aflociate with the Judges in 
caufes appealed, when called upon fo to do.

The Governments abroad may appoint 
Coroners to take intjuefts upon the bodies 
of perl on s coming to an untimely end, and • 
appoint lees to be paid for that duty.

The Juft ices of the Peace may appoint 
Scavengers, and raife money by afteftments 
for cleanling, watching, and repairing the 
ftreets of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay: 
they may alio iicenie houfes for retailing 
lpirituous liquors, and ft x the limits of thole 
towns; and none are to retail fpirits but 
fuch as they lhall fo licenfe, under the 
penalties of the laws of Great Britain,

/\ fpecial oath is prefcribed to be taken, 
in future by the Directors of the Company, 
prohibitory of their ading as Diredors’ 
when concerned in buying from, or fel­
ling to, the Company any goods j and pro­
hibitory of their being concerned in any
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: {hipping employed by the Company, or 

accepting any prefent for any appoint* 
meat of office, or of being concerned in 
any private trade contrary to the Act.

Profecutions for any thing done under 
the A lt are limited to three years, or if 
the party aggrieved be abroad, then in 
three years after his return.

The Alt is to commence in Great Bri­
tain as loon as it (hall receive the Royal 
alien t, and in India on the id: of February,
1 794, except when any fpeclal commence­
ment is prescribed in it.

• G0G\
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T h e C lau fes in  JiS h s o f P a rlia m en t w h ich  

cot f l u t e  the Charter of Rights o f  B r it ijh  
In d ia ,

2 1 Geo. Ill, cap, 70, fee. 17. 

P r o v i d e d  always, and be it emAed,
that the Supreme Cotirt of Judicature at 
F o rt W illiam  in B e n g a l, fhall have full 
power and authority to hear and deter­
mine in fuch manner as is provided for 
that purpofe in the laid charter or letters 
patent, ail and all manner of adions and 
fuits again ft all and lingular the inhabitants 
of the laid city of C alcu tta  ; provided that 
their inheritance and fucceffion to lands, 
rents, and goods, and ail matters of con-, 
trad and dealing between party and party, 
fhall be determined, in the cafe of M a - 

hom edans, by the laws and ufages of M a - 

hom edans; and in the cafe of G en iu s, by
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where only one of the parties fhall be a 
Mahomedan or a Gent it, by the laws and 
ufages of t he defendant.

Sec. 1 8. And in order that regard fhould 
be had to the civil and religious ufages of 
the faid natives, be it enafted, that the 
rights and authorities of fathers of fami­
lies, and in afters of families, according as 
the fame might have been exerciled by the 
Gentu or Mahomedan law, fhall be pre­
ferred to them refbeftively within their 
flic! families ; nor fhall any afts done in 
coufequence of the rule and law of caft 
rcfpe&ing the members of the laid fami­
lies only, be held and adjudged a crime, 
although the fame may not be held jufti- 
fiable by the laws of England..

Sec. 19. And be it further enafted, that 
it fhall and may he lawful for the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Fort William in 
Bengal, to frame fuch procefs, and make 
fuch rules and orders for the execution 
thereof, in fuits, civil and criminal, a gain ft 
the natives of Bengal, Bahar, and Orijja,
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w ^ t e i ia y  accommodate the fame to the reli- J. W /̂s J
gion and manners of fuch natives, fo far 
as the lame may confift with the due exe­
cution of the laws, and attainment of ju s­
tice.

Sec. 20. Provided always that fuch new 
forms of procefs, and rules and orders for 
the execution thereof, fhall be forthwith 
tranfmitted to one of His Majefty’s princi­
pal Secretaries of State, to be laid before 
His Majcfty for his Royal approbation, 
corredtion, or refufai; and fuch procefs 
fhall be ufed, and fuch rules and orders 
fhall be obferved, until the fame fhall be 
repealed or varied; and in the laft cafe 
with fuch variation as fhall be made 
therein.

24 Geo. III. cap. 25. fee. 39.

“  And whereas complaints have pre- 
“  vailed, that divers Rajahs, Zemindars,
“  Poly gars, Talookdars, and other native 
“  landholders, within the Britifh territo- 
“  ries in India, have been unjuflly de- 
“  prived of, or compelled to abandon and
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their refpe&ive lands, juriT- 

44 dictions, rights, and privileges, or that 
44 the tributes, rents, and fervices, re- 
« quired to be by them paid or performed 
“  for their refpe8ive poflefllons, to the 
44 faid United Company, are become grie- 
44 vous and oppreffive. And whereas the 
44 principles of juftice and honour of this 
44 country require that fuch complaint 
44 fhould be forthwith inquired into and 
44 invejiigated, and if founded in truth,
44 effectually redreffed.”  Be it therefore 
cnaCted, that the Court of Directors of 
the faid United Company i'hall, and they 
are hereby accordingly required forthwith 
to take the faid matters into their ferious 
confederation, and to adopt, take, and pur- 
fue fuch methods for inquiring into the 
caufes, foundations, and truth of the faid 
complaints, and for obtaining a full and 
perfect knowledge of the fame, and of all 
circumflances relating thereto, as the faid 
Court of Directors fhall think heft adapted 
for that purpofe; and thereupon, accord­
ing to the circumflances of the refpedive 
cafes of the faid Rajahs, Zemindars, Po­
ly gars, Talookdars, and other native land-
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to give orders and inftru&ions to 

tlie fevcral Governments and Prefidencies 
in India for efFe&ually redreffin.g, in fuel; 
manner as ihall be confident with juftice 
and the laws and cuftoms o f the country, 
aJJ injuries and wrongs which the faid Ra­
jahs, Zemindars, Polygars, Taiookdais, 
and other native landholders, may have 
fudained unjudly in the manner aforefaid; 
and for fettling and edablifhing, upon 
principles o f moderation and judice, ac­
cording to the laws and conditution o f 
India, the permanent rules by which 
their refpedive tributes, rents, and fer- 
vices lhali be, in future, rendered and paid 
to the laid United Company by the laid 
Rajahs, Zemindars, Polygars, Talook- 
dars, and other native landholders.

' G°t&X 1
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Mahomedan provincial EJlabliJb-  

merit in the drears * .

C H A P .  L

Officers of the Crown,

i, A l MILDAE +, the provincial delegate, 
held his office moft commonly by Sunnud 
from the Nizam, or great ruler of the Six

* This cftablifhment is ex traded from Mr. Grant's 
political purvey of the northern Circars, prefented to the 
Houfe of Commons on the motion of the Honor­
able C. Grevilh, in 1790, at the time when a letter 
from tha Earl Cornwallis, on the fettlement of Bahar 
was presented by Mr. Dundas. Both communica­
tions remain itndiflurbed on the table of the Houfe 
of Commons, and the fettlement itfelf remains yet 
to be explained to Parliament.

f  Aumildar in the Circars was. In rank, greatly 
below the Fougedar of the Carnatic Pavengaut and
Kirpah.

' G0̂ \  . . . .  ......... ...... - r y .,
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Soubahs of the Decan, iometimes from the 
Soubahdar of Ilydrabad. His local juril- 
diction extended over all the maritime pro­
vinces between Gondegama and the Chilka 
lake. He was inverted with abfolute 
powers of Zelabdarry, or provincial civil 
magiftracy; Fctigedarry, military commaud; 
and Shaikdarry, or cont rol of finance.

In his firrt capacity of Nazim or ruling 
magirtrate, he was guardian of the rights of 
Sovereignty. Arbiter of life and death, he 
prefided in perfon, or by Naib or deputy, in 
the Sadder Cutchercc ddawlet, or chief court 
of juftice. The Darcgba, or principal clerk, 
prepared the indi&ment, fummoned eviden­
ces, and went through the forms of exami­
nation direded by the bench. The Mufti, 
or Molavi, doctors learned in the larv, ex­
pounded the Koran. The Cazi, or fupreme 
judge, pronounced the fentence. The 
Cutwal, or lieutenant of police, executed 
it, but only by the fpecial command of the 
Aumiidar,

As the reprefentative of Sovereignty, he 
took cognizance of, and ultimately and folely
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determined the more confiderable civil dil- 
pntes, or caufes of confiderable private 
property, fuch cauies being produ&ive of 
heavy lines, and the ufual forfeiture of one 
Fourth of the amount litigated to Govern­
ment, but he left the decifion of the inconfi- 
derable caufes to the Cazi, they being un­
productive of heavy fines.

The Cazi was notary public alfo, in the 
atteftation of deeds of grant, or contrail', 
and writings in general.

Thus, the Mahomedan code was the law 
of the land, and regulated the form of pro­
ceedings ; the exerefe of it depended on 
the arbitrary will of the Aumildar,

In his fecond capacity of Sirdar Fouje, 
or head of the troops, the Aumildar lumfelf 
held the principal Jageer7 or military fief, 
either denominated Zaire or perform!, Mnf- 
proot or conditional; and the lefler Jageer- 
dars and Munfubdars, with their refpective 

number of Sepoys, were immediately under 
the command of the Aumildar. He made 
additional levies for apparent and ufeful

J.
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pm*pofes, as Bttk’Jhi or paymader, which 
always gives the higbeft official defrgnation 
or title in the Mogul Government to the 
commander in chiet of the imperial forces, 
and places him next in rank to the Vizier.

In his third capacity of Sbaikdar, or 
Dnvanny delegate, the Aumddar exercifed 
the raoft important fund ions of his office.
During the vigor of the Mogul Govern­
ment, this office had continued feparate 
from the two former held by the Soubahdar, 
his Nawabs, or deputies. On the revolution 
ii\ favour of Nizam ul Moc/k, it was, in. the 
fir id indance, united in his own per ion, 
and became of courfe fo, through all the 
gradations of fovereign authority ; he was 
virtually retrained in nothing except aliena­
tions of lands, remillions of annual affeff- 
ments, or an increafe of expence. The 
leafl; encroachment on the more con deque n- 
tial prerogatives of the crown was not to­
lerated but by royal or viceroyal approbation, 
under the feals and fignatures of all the 
mmillers of date.

The Aumddar, in his third capacity,
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prefident of all the fuperior provincial tribu­
nals, alfb fuperintended ch eSudder Dcwamiy 
Adawkty or principal court of cxchctyei.
T h e  Nazir, or fttpervifor enforced his de­
crees through the agency of the Hazary, or 
Commander of i ooo Peons; of the Seddiwar, 
or head ojfioo; or of the Jammadar, chief 
of any inferior indefinite numbers of the 

■ Sebundy FitjJilUe , or revenue troops, enter­
tained every where originally on dated 
m onthly wages, but latterly, from abufe, on 
certain allotments of lands through the 
differentPergunahs, fraudulently feqncdered 
from the drear, to increafe the private 
emoluments of the revenue officers.

Officers of the Revenue.

R e v e n u e  officers were divided into two 
claflfes; fuch as held their appointments, 
rights and privileges by Sunnud from the 
reigning Sovereign, with the good will of 
the Reyuts; or fuch as were merely tempo­
rary, and more immediately dependant on 
the Aumlldar.

L %
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2. The Defniwh, Zemindar, Cbawdryt 

or chief of a diflrift containing one or 
more Pergumahs by Sunnud, held the firft 
rank * : he was the intermediate agent 
of Government to fuperintend a portion 
of the country, to redrefs petty grie­
vances, furnifh the hidbandmati with 
neceflary advances, and to collet or be­
come reiponfible for the rent to the Clrcar 
or date.

His allowances confided of his Nancar» 
Saverum +, both fignifying fubfiftence in 
bread, being to arife out offrnall allotments 

< of land, freed from all public charges, and 
conveniently difperfed througlr the diflrift 
fo as to make his prefence neceflary every 
where, and give him local attachment, and a 
greater effeft to his fuperintendance, in atten­
ding to his own private intererts. This terri­
torial property was ufually in value equal to

* VL’ic inquiry into Z m lttd a r jtenures. Debrett, 
1791.

■ f Nancar, of Perfian derivation, applies to Bengal; 
Saverum , o f  'T Jin g a  termination, in the D eem .
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5 per cent, of Kb collection, and he had in­
variably 5 per cent, allowed on the amount 
of rents, collected under the denomination of 
Rujfooms, cultorns or commi/lion, and were 
tup poled to promote the increafe of receipts 
and economy in the Mofftiffil or detailed 
rural expences, and to promote the profpe- 
rity of the country.

In procefs of time, and during the latter 
convulsions of the empire after the invafiou 
of Nadir Shah, 1 7 ,9, not only feme of the 
Hindoo Jageerdars and Zemindars, but: even 
inconfiderable En.vmdars, or holders of 
charity lands, threw off allegiance, and 
particularly in the northern drears, con­
founded riiefe orders of officers under a com­
mon appellation Zemindar, and only to be 
diftmguilhed by their Sunnuds,

3. The Defpandeah, Canongae *, or pro­
vincial regifter, for the molt part exercifed 
by Brahmins ; this is the only office to he , 
found in the Muffulman Government, in

* Dejha\ itah in the Decan ; Canongoe in Bengal.

L 3
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^ses^rts nature hereditary, from policy, to givd

the perfon holding it greater coniidera­
tion. The Cammoe vegiilere.fi all Firmans, 
SunnudSf grants of every kind ; and rules, 
ordinances, regulations of interior police, 
judicial decrees from each of the three de­
partments. It regiilered the Jumma, Kau- 
mil, &oamarf or original more perieft rent- 
roll of the lands in detail, leaving as a fian- 
dard or grot's valuation in political calcula­
tions of the revenue, and to fix the, amount 
of jdgeers* as well as religious or chari­
table endowments; the Satood, or a dual 
fources of the collections made from the 
Reyuts ; tire Jumma Wujjel-Rauky, or an­
nual account of the afleff meats, receipts, and 
balances of the country, as fettled with its 
intermediate, agents; the divifions, nicafure- 
ment, quality, and produce o f the lands,
• numeration of the villages, farms, huf- 
bandmen, manufacturers or artificers liable 
to taxation, and in general ail donations, 
arrangements, and circumftances, afFefling 
real or perfonal property, and particu­
larly defining the proprietary interei! of 
the ftate, were naturally made matters of 
record in the Dufter or office of theDeJpan-

■ 6°ix
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or Camngoe, as they could only be 

properly authenticated and acquire vali­
dity after palling through fuch form of re- 
gift ration, to render this intended check 
more efficacious, not only on the Ze~ ( 
mindars and Idler native fwpermtendanrs, 
but a lib on the Aumildar himfelf, and all I  
his immediate agents in affairs of civil ad- I  
miniftration or finance ; private intere/l and 
hereditary tndependance were the powerful 
incentives added to perfonal honours, con- J 
federation and influence, toinfure the hondt 
full dilcharge of this important truft, A 
Rujfoom of z\ per cent, on the revenue, al~ 
certained by .his own vouchers to have 
been collc&ed throughout the country, was 
aftigntd to the Public Regifter, Iris heirs 
and deputies in perpetuity. In lieu of this 
commiftion, however, at prelent there are 
a number of Defpandeahs claiming a right 
to free Meerajjy, heritable villages, or to 
others held by a tenure called Bilmokta or 
‘Jdiookdary, at a low unalterable rent; but all 
thefe we apprehend to be improper aliena­
tions made by the Defmooks or other offi­
cers of Government in power, to pu rchale
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the exchequer.

4. The Pitted, Maccundum, or chief 
lleyut of a Deb Gam, or village, was pre- 
ciiely within his narrow precinct wh.it the 
Ikfmook was ia the Pergmnab, or Ze- 
intndary.

5. The Koolcurny, Curnutn, Putwarry\ 
or accomptant, held the next; inferior gra­
dation to the De/pamkab,

| Theft were the principal and more per­
manent. officers of the revenue in a regular 
chain of fubordinatiori to each other when 
a&ing under their native head, but ferving 
as mutual checks,during thyujperidcdnu thori- 
ry of the Zemindar, either from infufficiency 
or mal-admin ill ration : then the interior 
management devolved on the fecond. clafs 
of Officers o f the revenue, temporary and 
immediately dependant on the Aumildar 
himfelf, in the following order.

1. The Ameen, veiled with inquisitorial 
and controlling powers in general, be-
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-  came fecunty for the rents of the <Mn& 

committed to his charge.

2. The Seri/hUiJiV' or Mujmuadar, kee­
pers of official forms, or annual adjudg­
ments of the revenue, though they did not 
fuperfede or exonerate theCanongoe, fouu.dit 
of ■ advantage, and were always permitted, to 
interfere in icrutinizing his eondudf, as well 
as in afcertaining the a&ual refourccsof the 
country, oftner to fatisfy the private enor­
mous exactions of corrupt agency, than to 
inereule inadequate public fupplies. In 
the Cirear of Rajmmndry, at the period of 
the Jad change in its Government, one of 
the mod remarkable in dances on record, 
perhaps, occurs in proof of the vad indivt- 
dual benefits to be derived, with ordinary 
add refs and knowlege, by the union of the 
two offices now in contemplation in the 
fame perfon, from the ignorance of the 
new rulers.

3. TahfeeUars, or coliedlors of different 
denomination and rank, with their Moher- 
rirs or writers of accounts, affirmed the

f > ' '
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( ^ ^ ^ ^ e r io r  departments uibally affigned to
Mtilluddum and Putivarry, as far as the In- 
tercfls of the ftate were concerned.

Thus, then, it appears that the Aumsldar, 
in his capacity of Zelahdar, Fmjedar, and 
Sbaikdar, united in himfelf ahnoft all tire 
executive powers of fovereignty, if not vir­
tually all the IcgHlative authority exerciied 
under defpotilrn.

The immediate perfonal checks on the 
AumUdar, the lowed reprefeutative of the 

. fovereign, rank or confcquence, were,

i- The K elU ar, or commandant of 
principal forts, ufi.ra.lly held for life under 
approved con dud, and by form of tempo- 
rary Smmud from the atfua? ruler. A por­
tion of the H,- 'Ve, or houfehold lands of 
the Chrary was fet apart for the maintenance 
of the garrifoh and repair of the fortifica­
tions. A ce rtain flock of provifipiis and war- 
1; kef lores were to he kept up, the allowance 
was invariable, unJefs to make up the lodes ' 
iuflain.ee! from a liege. If no accounts
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— of ordinaly expenditure were required  ̂
then the Jagetr* or tenure, was deuotni- 
mted Mujhnol or conditional. When the 
pay of the King’s troops was in like man­
ner included in rise grant, it was called 
Vlbjbam, and returns of the men were an­
nually made to the Meer Anb/ly, or grand 
mailer of :he artillery; but when the lands 
adjoining the fort were held by Bella $  birr it > 
or unconditionally, nothing was required of 
the KtlJadar be (Ides fimple fealty to the lb - 
vereign ; and he was, in all refpeds, inde­
pendant of intermediate authority.

■■■ V ,

2. 'File Sew an oh- Negar, or news-wri­
ter, was a political intelligencer, or spy 
on the condod of the AumtUar and all 
the other officers of Government, em­
ployed on the parr of the Soubahdar or Na­
zim; and the ff'akeh- Negar was properly a 
remembrancer of tfanfadions i n the Dewanny 
department: both thefe officers maintained 
a weekly correlpondence openly with their 
refpedive principals, whether at. Hyderabad 
or Delhi. They were dreaded by the pro­
vincial delegates, and venerated by the

i
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vulgar in proportion to their ability and 
integrity.,

3, Nor were the restraints of religious 
and moral preceptors warning to curb the 
■ fuggeilions of unlawful ambition. A num­
ber of Icafhed men, under the common 
appellation of Mulla, whole duty it was to 
InSlru£tyouth, and inculcate among others 
the doctrine of paffive obedience to the 
Prince, were difperfecl through the diftrids 
with competent Enaums or gifts of land. 
But thde, with all the other constitutional 
checks of Mogul Government, proved more 
or lets efR-chial only in proportion to the 
vigor of t he hand which held the reins of 
ahninift ration.

C H A P . II.

Mahwiedan Syftem of Revenue.

W H E N  we conflder the length of 
time the BritiSh Sovereignty has been efta-
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blifhecl in the Cl rears; the peaceable iM- 
dii'puted poffeffiott for feventeeit fucceflivc 
years of a country fo aceeffible; inhabited 
by a race of people fo fuhmifiive and mild 
as not to have required, in folong a period, 
the extreife of the old, or the inftitution 
of anew, fyftern of judical adminiftraiion: 
that the government has been armed with 
all the plenary defpotic rights and privi­
leges of perhaps the moft abfoiute Princes 
in the univerfe; with a military power, 
direaed by abilities formed in the circle 
of fcientific knowledge, of a nature 
greatly fupenor to what the Moguls could 
ever boaft of in Hindoftan; that there 
were apparently fuch extraordinary op­
portunities to gain information in every 
branch of polities, and trace true theory to 
its fource, through the detail of practical 
experience ; it may feecn wonderful that 
at this day lo little Ihould be known oi 
the ways and means, mode of manage­
ment iu railing the public fupplies, and 
a&ual amount of revenue eoileded in be­
half of the Hate, as to encourage any in­
dividual, from private experience and local 
oblervation and inquiry, to hep forth, m.
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\ *-:e ambitious hope of being nb!e to fay

fortiething new and interefting on a fubjcft 
which at prefent fo deeply engages the at­
tention aud inquifitorial powers of the na­
tion. But to a well-informed, unpreju­
diced mind, it will ceaie to be a matter 
of wonder, that fo little progrefs fbould 
have been made in the knowledge of eaf- 
tern finance during the rapidity of Britifh 
conqueAs, and under the circumftances of 
the Company’s fervantsin India, for many 
years back, 1 jbjeft to a conftant fluctua­
tion in the government of our territorial 
acquilitions, and peculiarly embarraffed by 
the ftruggle, for their adlual poflefiion and 
annexed influence, between the crown and 
proprietory interefls, and by the want of au­
thentic local information, unable to difcri- 
min at# by whom, or under what forms, the 
rights of fovereignty ought and fhould Conti- 
n lie to be exercifed: when it is fartherconh- 
dered that all public accounts of the reve­
nue, and in general the whole political 
learning of UindoAan, are locked up in 
the intricacy, ftudied ambiguity, and ver- 
bofe inaccuracy of Berdan manufcript wri­
tings ; and that no adequate inducements
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have, been held out to encourage apaihfui 
and, in itfelf, generally .fpeaking, an un­
profitable fludy of the eaflern language:;, 
fo neceflary to develop the true efficient 
principles of a fvflem of political economy; 
and even among the few individuals who, 
rather from motives of private fatisfadlion 
or a natural bent, may be (aid to have 
mifpenc their time in eaflern literature, 
fcarcely one is to be found who has gone 
through a courfe of general oriental hiilory, 
much lefs has pc ruled, or perhaps ever 
heard of, many of thofe dry, iucorrect, 
and tedious narrations, which contain the 
particular annals of Hmdoftan in detail, 
and which, though often mortifying to the 
pride of freedom, in inffeices of the moft 
fervile flattery or unmeaning praiie bellow­
ed on rulers, as well as always difgulKng 
to Chriftian humanity; in exhibiting in na­
tive deformity the horrid depravity, oppref- 
lion, and tyranny of Mahomedans; may yet 
be of fome univerlal utility in conveying a 
true knowledge of faffs more or lefs im­
portant to the interefls of mankind, and 
are indifpenfably neceflary to the perfed 
tinderflanding of the pall and prefent fyflem
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of local atlminiftratiofl, or to the framing of a 
new and more intelligent one for the future.
But when it is known how few, if any# 
of the Company’s civil fervants in the Cir* 
cars have been induced to learn the Per- 
fian language, either from want of encou­
ragement, or from the facility of procuring 
Hindoo interpreters, who, with a know­
ledge of the JEnglifh, might be fuppoled 
capable of tranfadling the bufinefs' of the 
country through the medium of their na­
tive diale&s, it muff of confequence follow, 
that all original, more authentic accounts 
of the revenue, hiftorical detail of manage­
ment, and lights into the fettled forms of 
government, the rights and privileges of 
the Prince or people, by a critical exami­
nation of treaties, Firmans, Sunnuds, tem­
porary or hereditary tenures, have been 
aim oft univerfally, abfolutely, and wholly 
precluded, or of no avail to the fuperinten- 
ding agents of finance: confequently there 
could be no virtual control over the inferior 
intermediate, native officers employed, 
whofe intereft it was, for the moft part,'

% to deceive, who in common pra&iee are 
endowed with, fefficient cunning to fecond
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meat, are themlelves liable to be impofed 
on through their technical literary defici­
ency ; and above all, when it is remem­
bered that on the fir ft acquisition of thefe 
provinces, neceffity, perhaps, threw the 
whole executive adminiftracion for the three 
following years into the Hauls of an un­
principled intrigueiug Muffuiman Aumil 
dar, formerly in office under the Nizamuf; 
in conjunction with an artful intelligent 
Hindoo, elevated, on that occafion, rather 
informally, to the high incompatible lucra­
tive trulls of Dewani or public interpreter, 
and of Serijhtadar, or affcual chief Canon- 
goe : that in confequetice of a combination 
fo powerful to veil the my fiery of finance, 
or rather the defalcations of immediate 
agency, under the pretended forms of an­
cient practice, an example and routine of 
management was efbblilhed which need- 
farily fhackledall future fuperintendance :—. 
vve repeat, when thefe various circuro­
mances are known, it may Item more fur- 
prizing that fo much fhould have been rea- 
hfed and brought to public credit, under 
the head of revenue, than that fo little

M
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^E^m ould yet be generally underftood. .A s to the 

preteufions of an Individual to any thing new 
or interefting, whatever they may be, he 
claims no particular merit; he was a mere 
fojoumer in the country, which heobferved: 
his office of Public Minijier to the Nizam's 
court neeeflarily required fome knowledge of 
carter a language, and the proper difeharge 
of its mod ordinary functions implied a ge­
neral acquaintance with every branch of 
politics; at the fame time a private inter- 
courfe, founded on a very trifling obliga­
tion, with the fir ft Statefman in point of 
ftation and rank in the Decan, perhaps the 
greateft that has appeared of high birth in 
Hindoftan during the prefent age, in uni- 
verfal learning and experienced ability, ac­
cidentally opened a way to uncommon 
fources of information, to an ex ten live li­
brary, and to mod ufeful public records 
of the higheft authority; the negledt of 
which would have argued the greateft 
demerit, confidering the difficulty of an 
European’s gaining political inftru&ion 
through the heft native channels, fhut up 
with the moft cautious jealoufy againft
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foreign inquiry. In regard to apprehenfion 
of incurring the imputation of prefumption 
in refuting received opinions, however far 
they may have had the {auction of the mod 
refpedable perfonages, an individual, juf- 
tihed on fuch mveftigation in conceiving 
the general belief to be founded in error, 
and of dangerous tendency, mud; be 
ihielded, by a fenfe of public duty, by the 
conicious rectitude of his own intentions, 
and red his defence on the truth of fads 
and juftnefs of obfervation, on the fubjed 
of finance, within the large fcope of pre~ 
lent codfideration, which may be divided 
into the four following heads, viz.

i ft, The nature and fources of the re­
venue of the Circars, proportioned to the 
total produce of the country.

cdly, The mode of fettling the Jumma- 
bundy, or railing the annual fupplies of 
government.

3<%, The grofs and net receipts of die 
public treafury.

4thly, From an account of current 
charges, to deduce a propoied fcheme of 
future expenditure.

M 3
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C H A P. III.

The Nature and Sources of Revenue.

I t  k well known that throughout, the 
whole of Hindofian the ordinary revenue 
of Government is comprifed under the 
two general denominations of MHAL, or 
’Territorial Revenue, and SA1R, or Impojis.

i .  S a i r ,

ArUing from a variety of, impofls, 
chiefly on perfonal property, flu&uating 
and uncertain in its amount, is there­
fore of an unfit tied, precarious nature, 
afcertainable only at the clofe of the year, 
and under t he following 'imports or Aboabs, 
including almoft the whole fyflem of tax­
ation in Europe.

t. The Mahfool, or cufloras on exports 
and imports, were fixed by the Moguls, at 
five per cent, from Hindoos, or half that 
proportion from merchants of their own 
peduafion, or favoured foreigners; but this



111 [ ■* i <§L
diftin&ioia of perfons under Engl ;h ad- 
miniif ration has of con rib been laid afide.

2. The Rahdarry is an inland toll col- 
letted at different Cbowkfes, or Hation. on 
the roads, from paffengers, or on. account 
of merchandize, grain, and all the need*' 
farics of life carried to market; and being 
exatted at an indefinite rate, according to 
the uftial indiferetiou of Zemindars or 
other officers of Government, is intolera­
bly burthen Come to the lower clafs of peo­
ple, without producing any adequate bene­
fits to the Hate,

3. The P  tindery, or tax on the (hops of 
workmen and retail merchants in towns; 
or under a different denomination, on the 
temporary flails, erefled during the fairs 
held annually at places of Mu Hid man pil­
grimage, or Hindoo worfhip, formed alfo 
a confiderable branch of the Sad; together 
with licences to the makers and idlers of 
fpirituous liquors, or the keepers of bro­
thels : in like manner in many places 
were included a tax on houfts in general,
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on marriage, on looms, on the cloth ma­
nufactured.

4. The Mhoterreffa, or poll tax, on ar­
tificers and manufacturers, continues every 
where a great difcouragement to induftry.

5. The Jizea, or tribute impofed on the 
Hindoos as isolators, was, perhaps, for the 
laft time, collected iu the beginning of the 
prefent century, by Anwar u deen, the fa­
ther of the Nabob Mahomtned AU> when 
aCting as fuperintendant of this branch of 
the revenue in the town of Surat; but, 
what may appear ftrange, the perfonal 
exactions, under the Muflulrrian govern­
ment from Indian pilgrims reforting to 
Juggernaut, or other famous Pagodas, are 
if ill rigoroufly enforced by the freeft Mah- 
rattah rulers, luperftitious adherents of 
Braminical faith, the fucceffors to the ty­
rannical dominion of Iflamifm.

6. The Ferroay-Joujedarry, or produce 
of fines, confifcations, and the Chout or 
fourth of fums litigated in the civil courts,
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made no inconfiderable part of the variable 
uncertain fourccs of public fupply.

7, To thefe'may be added, within the 
Northern Cir cars, the profits on fait farms, 
editnated at a lack and a half of rupees, 
or about two thirds of the prime cod of 
near ten lacks of maunds, exclulive of halt 
that quantity exported annually to Bengal 
before the late prohibition there, on a me­
dium of 25 rupees per maund.

8. The yearly rent of cocoa-nut and 
palmyra trees, in the neighbourhood of the 
fea ports mod; frequented by Lafcars and 
fifhermen, and chiefly near the mouths of j 
the Goadaveri, properly dependant on the. 
port of Mafulipatam, though fometime 
fince included in the zemindaries of Mu- 
gletore and Peddapore, and which, at one 
rupee each tree, may be rated at lead two 
lacks and a half rupees additional, as ari­
sing from barren unappropriated lands.

The total of all thefe Aboabs or imports, 
levied under the general head of Salr, 
either in the Circars or any other part of
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I^Jilndoftan^ never exceeded one tenth, and 

now falls rather Ihort of that portion of 
the Hated pu blic income; and they were 
thought of fuch little account to the Hate, 
fo oppreffive in their nature for the mold 
part to the poor, confequently fo repug­
nant to the principles of the eftablilhed as 
well as every other fyjftenn of religion, that: 
the wife and politic Alem Geer, the kft 
great Emperor of the Hmdofhny race of 
Timoor, abolilhed by edibt/evenly of rhefe 
f  vend articles of taxation ; though the 
felfiih lenity of the Prince, and a degree 
of refra&orinefs of Foitjedars and' Jagheer- 
Jars, whole fiefs continued to be valued 
without abatement, according to the Jumna 
Kauri: I, 01 old lean da rd afieflment, winch 
included the recently prohibited Aboabs, 
combining with the fubfequent disorders 
of the empire, virtually prevented then, 
ami ever fmee, the carrying into effect the 
royal mandate, which remains an hiftorical 
record of what ought to be done in. policy 
and humanity, but could not be reaiifed by 
the equivocal benevolence of an ealtem 
defpot.
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z, 77>e MW, or Landed Property.

This firft-mentioned general diftindtive 
term of revenue, which conftitutcs the 
grand, the permanent, afcertainablc "fource 
of finance, over the whole of Hindojian, ami 
indeed all the reft of J jia , under one uni- 
verfa.l rule, perhaps peerU:r to this quarter 
of the world, though admitting of many 
fubordinatc variations in its feveral divi- 
fions, is the important branch of re- 
fource to winch we fha.ll confine our far­
ther diiquiiklons. Nothing can be more 
erroneous than the public opinion enter­
tained of the nature of our territorial income 
throughout theBritifh dominions in India: 
in Bengal, where mod progrefs hath been 

• made in ascertaining, the true original prin­
ciples of the actual fvftern of revenue, it is 
generally confidered under the denomina­
tion and common idea of a land tax,. im~ 
pofed on certain dafles of native and fup- 
pofed hereditary proprietors called Zemin­
dars, from a compound in the Perfian lan­
guage fignifying literally tenants or holders 

■ of land, hi the Cirears it lias acquired the 
more dignified appellation of Tribute, and
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petty farming land-holders from whom 

it is collected, have been fometimes honou­
red with the title of feudatory lords, but. 
mod commonly with that of Rajah or he­
reditary Hindoo Princes. It would be no 
very difficult matter to ffiew the founda­
tion of thefc mi (lakes, and their dangerous 
influence in determining the opinions of 
thofe, who have only European ideas to 
comprehend the (late of things in Alia, 
conveyed in general terms of the Englilh 
language ; but it is our prefent talk rather 
to exhibit the truth of a different, and 
what we conceive to be the only proper 
definition of Indian revenue, viz. not a tax 
of ona fifth, as in England, on the propri­
etory income of freehold dilates— far lefs 
a feu-duty, or fixed perpetual quit-rent, 
on fuch as are held in vaflalage and by the 
ancient military tenures known in other 
parts of Europe ; but in form and fad the 
landlord's proportion, fettled on a medium 
at one fourth the Rebba or Chout * of the

* Hence the derivation of the modern claim of the 
Mahrattas, who, in gaining the afcendancy over, and 
in imitation of the Moghuls, exa&ed from Foujedars 
and Jageetdars of the latter, the fame proportion of
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'  original grols produce of the land, (hared 

with the tenantry ; or rather a yearly rent, 
variable according to the circumftauces of 
the country at the period of adjuftment, 
paid to Government as the foie, legal, 
known, territorial proprietor, as generally 
under (food by the Reyuts, or immediate 
cultivators of the foil, through the agency, 
for the mod part, of a certain clad of Hin­
doos, nominated in behalf of the ftatc, with 
fuitable appointments in land and money, 
to the office of Zemindar or fuperiutendant 
of a local provincial fubdivilion, and who, 
colle&ively, to the greater fatisfaCtion of 
the people, as native guardians of the pub­
lic peace and private rights, as well as re­
ceivers, or rather farme r-general, of the 
revenue, relieved their ignorant voluptuous 
Muflulman rulers from the intricate trou- 
blefome detail of internal police, and the 
management of Mofujfil collections.—
That this was, and continues to be, the

their income that tbefe levied from the Reyuts or infe­
rior tenants of the foil; and at lirfl with the more 
ready concurrence of the fovereign, becaufe the de­
mand did not come home immediately to himfelf, and 
oaly leflened the power of many refractory iubjects.

< V \  ^
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true nature of the territorial income of the 
Clears, under the Company’s, or former 
admbiftrations, can only he fully illuhra­
ted by taking a (hort general review ol the 
original iaftitution and progrefs -of the 
Moghul fyftem of Hnxxc m Hmdojhw  ̂
which is mU regarded, in fa& or by legal 
conftrudlon, as the only genuine iource 
and fupport of every adlually ethbufoec 
mode of railing the fupplies, throughout 
one and all of the difieveted members of 
this once great empire.

c  n  a  p . iv .

Tour'd Mull's Syjlm of Finance.

M u c h  hath been laid of the Afjil
Toomar-Jumma, or original roll of the rent, 
a? recable to the fir ft general affefiment of 
the twelve Soubahs of Wndoftan noith of 
the NerbudJab, undertaken and pjperfe&ly 
accomplifhed through the agency of the
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Oils Hindoo Rajah Toon/ Mu'!, in the 

reign of Akbar, one of the greateft Mog­
hul’ Emperorsbut of the performance, 
little more items to be known in Europe 
than the total amount for which the i’e- 
veral dill rifts .were rated; or of its author, 
any thing farther than that he was an able 
financier. The following lhort analyfis, 
therefore, of a work lb celebrated, connec­
ted with as much as may be necefbiy of 
the hi tlory of the man, maybe equally new, 
as it appears efienrial to the more perfcft 
under handing of the fubjeft under oonfi™ 
deration.

Tcoril Mull, of the Kchtcry caft, from 
Lahore, and at length railed to the Mem- 
fub, or dignity of 4000, began his political 
career in the province of Gujarat, both 
as a military commander and ititeudant or 
the revenue, in 1573 of the Chriftian era.
The two following years he acted in tire 
fame capacities in Bengal, with greater re­
putation, during the viceroyalty of Khan- 
j chart* He was afterwards deputed a 
cond time to Gujerat; and, on Ins return 
to Delhi, in 1577, having refumed the of-



of Fejhcar, of Chief affidavit to the 
xjc! Shul} Munfior, which lie held in the 
intervals of his residence at the capital, had, 
no doubt, a great lhare in the regulations 
of that year; fueh as the divifion of the 
empire into twelve Soubahs ; the appoint­
ment of eight principal officers, with dif~ 
tm£l independant powers to each ; and a 
fixed Jummahmdy, or annual fettlement 
of the revenue, formed on a medium of 
the ten preceding years a&ual receipts, ac­
cording to the belt information which could 
be obtained from the local inve.ftigations 
ot a number of fkilful Ameens diftributed 
throughout the feveral provinces. But it 
was not until 1582, when he received, 
for the fecond time, inveftiture of the Vi- 
zaret, Ajhraf Dew an, or poft of high trea­
surer of the empire, that he preceded his 
famous fcheme of finance, which he com­
pleted in the fhort period of his adminif- 
tratron, which terminated with his life in 
1589. It has been univerfally admitted as 
a model of perfection, and ferving as a ba­
lls for the adual colledions in every part 
of Hindoflan, without any variation in 
the principle, or much increafe in the
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amount of afleiTrnent, to the prefent time; 
excepting in the maritime countries, face. 
fo prodigioufly enriched by an enlarged dr- 
reft commerce with Europe; or in fuch 
other places as were not then completely 
fubdued, or of which the valued rent could 
not, in his time, with fufficient accuracy 
be afcertaiued,

C H A P. V,

Rules of Settlement,

l, The Rebba, or jurnmabundj Nckdy.

I  HE ultimate point of perfection aimed 
at in the revenue department was, to form 
a rent-roll on an aftual meafurement of 
the lands of exaftly one fourth of their full 
annual produce, fhared with the hufbancl- 
man, to be paid into the royal treafury 
in fpecie, according to the number of 
Beghas, or extent of ground in cultivation,
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difhibuted into four claffes expreffive of 
the natuie oi the foil, and to be invariably 
rated by a medium then Brack of the real 
va.iiK: of the lev era! productions, through­
out the year, as afeertained on the ipot; 
this was called the Junmabttndy-Nekdy, or 
money fettlcment; and the farms fo rented 
Wrre denominated Ruckbah, an Arabic term 
signifying poff (lions held by a flaviih te­
nure, tliougfi probably introduced in Ilin- 
doBan from the more ancient cuftom of 
afle fling the country by the eBimate'd la­
bour of a yoke of oxen. But fuch a fcherne 
of finance was only applicable to, and in­
tended for, places where circu.mftanc.es of 
foil, population, commerce, and general 
ci\ iliz.:tton, aura if ted of the more unproved 
Bate of agriculture in its various branches, 
ariung from the fuperfluities, as weft as the 
ncceibmes, of life i accordingly it prevailed 
chiefly in the Soukths of Delhi Asra

'i * , " O *
{jttijeral, and Dakar; Bengal being at: that 
time as little known as imperfe&ly reduced, 
and its climate field in iueh dilrepute, as 
to imprefs the idea of banifhment on the 
minds of thole who afterwards carried thi­
ther in multitudes all the enriching arts'of

if'. _ M a d  ■■ h : i f ’,' 'iV y  ' i ;■
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bellowing the epithet Paradife of Re~ 
gions" on a place of ’ rcfidence before 

confidered with dread, and reforted to only 
from neceffify.

2. Buttacy or Divifion of Crops*

In the other provinces not above men­
tioned, the public revenue was levied by a 
different rule, technically under hood un­
der the Hindoo word Buttai, fignifying di­
vifion, which was better adapted to the 
fcanty refources of an indigent, ignorant ' 
peafantry, deriving their fubfftence chiefly 
from parture lands exempted from taxa­
tion * ;  or who, contenting themfelves 
with the luxuriant growth of a Angle har- 
veff, where iwo might be produced with 
little additional labour, required that lpur 
to induftry given by a judicious increafc of 
the demands of government; and who, as 
yet generally muffed to a gold or filver 
currency, were, for the moll: part, obliged

* Excepting the trifling tax of three Daums annually 
for every head of oxen, anti fix  for buffaloes, pafluredt 
on itnprovcable uncultivated ground, to feivc as a Iti* 
raulus to agriculture.

N
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pay their rents in kind. Agreeable to 

this mode, it was ordained, that the great 
natural productions in all forts of gram and 
fulfc, depending on the periodical rains, and 
reaped in either of the two feafons Kbereef 
or Rubbi, being wholly afcertained, and 
accurately eft i mated on the fpot by the 
Mokeern or fkilful appointed appraifers, 
fhould be equally divided, fhare and fhare 
alike, between government and its Reyuts* 
or hufbandman ; nor will fuph appear an 
inequitable participation, though the ex­
pence of feed, with the whole of the la­
bour, fell on the latter, when we confider 
the facility of the fimpleft culture; the 
generally forty-fold returns of a quick 
fpontaneous vegetation • together with the 
peculiar advantages to a Hindoo, of a free, 
unbounded, common pafturage. When 
the like corn and green crops were produ­
ced out of feafon, or by the increafed toil 
and charge of watering them artificially 
from wells, public refervoirs, or by means 
of drains from rivers, then the ftate was 
only to be entitled to one third proportion 
of the grofs original product, as foie pro­
prietor of the foil ; but with refpecl to ar-
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tides of greater value thus brought forth, 
fuch as ophium, fugar cane, vines, plan­
tains, mulberry and cotton plants, the fharc 
claimed from the immediate cultivators, 
through the agency of Zemindars or Far­
mers General, by a lenient, wife, benefi­
cent government, varied from one fourth 
to one eight of the entire yearly crop, ac­
cording to the additional expence and la­
bour of culture, the length of time re­
quired in bringing fuch productions to ma­
turity, and the diftance, the hazard, ox- 
trouble of carrying them for (ale. More­
over, in countries where this rule of But- 
tat, or divifon of the ordinary and extra­
ordinary harvefts between the Prince and 
his farming lubjeds was eftablifhed, yet 
it was always in the option of the latter, 
as it may be laid to have been the termina­
ting, ultimate view of the former as land­
lord, when agriculture was in its improved 
ft ate of new and various cultivation, to 
commute the larger proportions of rent as 
paid in kind, for the Rebba, or pecuniary 
afleflment of one fourth, as fettled in other 
places, on a meafurement of the lands, to­
gether with a medium valuation of their

N 2
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. whole and mixed produce annually. 1 here 

were It 11, however, very extenfive trad® 
of the Moghul dominion either totally un­
explored, difficult of accefs, or imperfectly 
Subdued, which neither of the foregoing 
modes could bring into a general computa­
tion of the revenue ; theie diftrids were, 
therefore, e ft i mated according to the be ft 
informations poffible to be obtained for the 
prefent, fubjed to future alterations ; and 
thus .were compleated the foundations of 
that famous original fyftem of finance in­
volved In the 5'oomar Jumma of Toorii 
Mull, intended to fuftain the vaft fahrick 
of the Moghul, empire.

C H A P .  VI.

Divifion of the Provinces.

The Dftribution of Lands into Kha/fa and 
Jageer.

T H E  means of realizing this new-formed 
univerlal rent-roll, were made fubfervi-
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ently^relative to the fupport or the imperial 
houfchold, together with the civil and mi­
litary eftablifhments; the economical re­
form of which, particularly the latter, 
was the next grand object of the minifter’s 
general plan. Accordingly, the whole 
kingdom as now a it cited was diftributed 
into landi immediately dependant on the 
KhalfaShereefa, or royal exchequer, or 
fuch as were afligned 'over to the greater 
or lefler officers of government for the 
maintenance of troops and perlbnal digni­
ties, by a feudal temporary tenure, at firft 
called Akta, then Jageer, fignifying terri­
torial poifellions fo alienated at the will, 
and during the precarious favour of a des­
potic monarch.

i . The KhalfaShereefa Lands,

Included the capital town with its de­
pendant drear, or province of a Souhah or 
viceroyalty; and the principal Pergunnah, 
or diftritt of all the other circars under 
the fnbordinate rule of Nabobs, Fougedan, 
or Aumils, conftituting together the whole 
Havillee or houiehold lands of the Empe­
ror, fet apart to defray his perianal and
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garrifons, as well as the Grnilar eftabiifh- 
merits of all his delegate-reprefentatives 
throughout the empire; they included 
alfo in general, the allotments, the 
largeft, the richeft, and heft afeertained 
portion of the country, which, bolides its 
geographical, juridical fubdivifions, was 
parcelled out into other financial divilions, 
depending on the amount of revenue, being 
one crore of dawns, or two and a half lacks 
of rupees per annum : tbeie were denomi­
nated Chucklas; and the immediate fuper- 
imtendance, internal management, and col- 
Je&orfhip of each, were conferred on the 
wealthieft, moll fkilful, trufty Hindoo 
farmers which could be found in the dil~ 
trid, with an allowance of five per cent, 
on the net receipts of the treafury from 
their collections, in addition to fmall, free­
hold pofieffions in lands for family fublift- 
ence, already deferibed under the appella­
tions Nancar or Saverum ; and the officers 
thus employed, were at firft diftinguilhed 
by the name Crory, afterwards more fami­
liarly known as Zemindars; though the 
original ddignation is ftill made ufe of in
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ua the Mulfulman capitals, but with a to­
tal change in the nature and forms of thew ;
public charge from whence derived.

2. Ja g e e r  Lands,

Included the other great divifion of the 
country, and were affignedover, at the new 
valuation, to the feveral military comma ri­
ders for the maintenance of their refpecHve 
troops, included, for the moft part, the 
leaft productive un let tied diftridls with a 
viewr to further improv'em nt and more per- 
fedt fubjedtiou, under the advantages of a 
local, joined to the vigor of a fpecies of 
feudal adminifixation ; the lands thus dif* 
tributed in ail the twelve Soubahs of the 
empire, as belt calculated for the purpofes 
of finance, as well as to enfure the {lability 
of recent conquefts under an unnatural 
foreign yoke, though generally difiringui fired 
by the Arabic term Mta, or the fynoni- 
mous Perfian word Jageer, yet received 
various more particular denominations from 
the nature of the different tenures on which 
they were held.
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i. Military 'Tenures.

The general, t.ermforfuehpoffeffions was 
vmderflood to be nothin g more than a fimple 
allotment of an cxteuliveterritory, with its 
jurifdi&ion and revenue, to a Fougedar, or 
military commander, for a limited or indefi ­
nite period, under an exp refs obligation of 
maintaining a certain body of troops to at­
tend the King in perfon or any of his lieu­
tenants in the field. Such were in modern 
times, the Fougedarres of Kerpab and the 
Carnatic Payengauty dependant on theSou- 
bah of llydrabad.

2. The leiTer grant of Tycul, molt com­
monly confined to a fingle Circar, was 
considered of a more permanent nature, 
and, befides.the expence of aftanding force, 
was fometimes, as Karnool in the beginning 
of the prelent century, burthened with 
particular fervices, or a fmall quit rent.

3. The Syeurghal was an alignment 
ufuaily for life, on certain lands for tha

' whole or part of their a fit fled revenue,

' G° l ^ \
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.out any local jurifJi&ion-; fir d-. to 

that bellowed on Lord Civ-  in the com­
pany’s Zemindary of Calcutta, which, 
though denominated Cilia Sharrit, or an 
unconditional fief, anfwers er aetlv to the 
Zateey or perform! Jagc-r, of the moderns; 
in like manner as the preceding tenure of 
TycuJ, being alfio of Moghul or rurkifh 
derivation, correfponds with that now in 
ufe, under the terms Mujhroot, or condi­
tional, and Ahjham, Sepahi> or militarŷ  
JageerSy appropriated either for the fupport 
of garrifons or provincial troops.

Civil Grants.

5. Under the divifion ofafligned country, 
were, alfo dalle d thofe petty alienations 
confining of a few Beghas of ground, made 
over by the prince in the manner of a reli­
gious, charitable, or gratuitous donation, 
for the maintenance of individuals iluglv, 
or in community; thus an Ayma was 
granted to profefl’ors of learning and the 
Mulfuiman faith, as well as to public foun­
dations or luminaries, fuch as Gcpamo-w in 
the Soubah of Oude, and Pundua m Bengal.
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6, Enaunu were the meaneil and more 
general gifts of land as bellowed on mendi­
cants, whether Hindoo or Mahomedan, the 
common Singers, Bramins and like wife 
on Zemindars, under the more particular 
denomination of Nan-car, or means of fub- 
fiftence. Though the arrogance of feme 
of the ufurping rulers of the prefent age 
has impofed the fame word as ddcriptive 
of the higheft, moft extenlive grants, on the 
ignorance, in luch matters of form, of 
thole who had the power or influence to 
command the greateft real favours *

Her:',ab 'e 'Lands.

5. ATj-TUMGHA, according to the lite­
ral fignification of the two Arabic terms of 
which this technical one is compofed, con­
veyed gratuiioufly from the fovereign to a 
few of the moft favoured of his fervunts, a 
froall heritable grant -of territorial property, 
perhaps, then, and fince, the only one of

* Vide the Nizrim'i Sumnds to the Eaft-India 
Company for the fovereignty of the northern Cir-

V  in conformity to the tenor o f the MoghuFs 
Finn ana.
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x^3.^. the kind jn the whole iyrteni of Muffulnrm 

jurifprudcricc. Sometimes the fame Ja~ 
geenl.it held allthe principal■ fubordina.te te­
nures within the limits of his ./Jkta, or 
more extenlivc jurifdidion ; though this 
was contrary to eaftera policy as in thefe 
days, the Nabob ZiJ'er u Dowlah enjoyed 
in his T’urnf-diirry, or divifion of the AY- 
%atf?s dominions, the Tyeul of the Circars 
of Commamet and Wbrangole, the Syeurghal 
of many letter dHindis, together with the 
Altumgha of Niermul: nor were fuch hold­
ings entirely confined to Ma hcmedan Ameers, 
for we find even in A  Aar's feign, that 
the great Hindoo Rajahs of Mae war and 
Jaepfur, after being conquered and wholly 
deprived of their ancient pofleffions among 
the hills of Ajmere, received them back as 
military fiefs, iubjed to the new regulations 
of the Moghul empire; and when the fame 
princes were afterwards fo far humbled as 
to fubmit to the mortifying, though In­
tended conciliatory, requifition of the Em­
peror, to lend their daughters to the royal 
Haram, to be efpoufed under a rule the 
mofl repugnaut to their natural principles, 
their afligned territories were enlarged
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beyond the ufual extent of the rnbfl conm 
derable Jageers. it rmiit farther be remem- 
beret! that one and all of the f'uperior and 
lefler tenures which we have enumerated,' 
could only legally and formally be obtained 
direftly from the fovereign R uler, under 
his proper leal and iignaturc, though often 
through the recommendation of minifters 
or favourites.

Inferior Holdings of Ejarahdary.

4, In later times of actual ufurpation, 
but of outward refpedl for the old imperial 
rights, when any felf-crea’ed Soubahdar, in 
imitation of the Lord Paramount, confuted 
fuch feudal poffefhons on an individual, 
yerfant in, and claiming rank with confe- 
tjuencc, from the ancient form of Moghul 
royalty, the grant could only be received 
under the bale tenure of 1  a-ohhedy, a 
can trad, or Ejarab, a farm for years; 
thus in the Nizamut of Salabut Jung, when 
the Circar of Gnntour was made over to his 
brother Bqfa/ui Jung, who alfo derived his 
honours and viceroyalty of Bcj.rpoor nomi­
nally from the crown of Delhi, as the com-
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deur; the transfer was made in the manner 
of a Leafe, which having juft expired at the 
period of the Company’s taking pofteftion of 
the other d r e a r s , was continued by treaty 
with Nizam Alt, on the lame footing of 
occupancy during the life of the incumbent 
under the denomination of a Ja g e e r .

It is to be underftood of the divifion of 
A k ia , or alienated lands in general, as well 
as of that portion of tlie empire immediately 
dependant on the Khalfa, that the inferior 
Mqfujjil adminiftration, in matter'1 fimply 
of interior police, or affeding the public 
revenue, was, with a few exceptions, vcf- 
ted univerfally in Hindoo Zemindars, Chow- 
dries, Talookdars, Mocuddunis, and the 
leiler Reyuts or peafantry; fometimes adfcfng 
in a chain of fubordination to each othe* in 
the rank we have placed them, fometimes 
feparately ; and there are inftances where 
the rights, jurifdidion, and privileges, an­
nexed to the higher of all thefe fublidiary 
official diftindions, expreffive of a iandhol- 
ding or tenancy in the foil, were united in 
the fame perfons, in like manner as hath



t 3 uiI_ j
-'"been remarked with retpeft to the lordly- 

feudal tenures of the Moghul Ameers, the 
forms of which may have given rife to ana­
logous ideas in the management of the fi­
nances ; accordingly we find, in thuZemin- 
dary grant to the Company of the lands 
about Calcutta, inveftkure given, not only 
underthe general more comprehenfive term, 
but alfo the fpecial fubordinate ones of 
Chowdrahi and Talookdary; the one more 
particularly lignifying in the Hindoo lan­
guage an inferior civil juriicii&ion; the 
latter, iti the Arabic or Perftan, a dependant 
tenement or farm ufually aflcffed in Hin- 
doftan at a fixed annual rent.

C H A P . VII.

Regulation of Coinage.

.T h o u g h  Tbori/Afullhy thefe regulations 
ascertained the legal fources, together with 
the amount of revenue proportioned to the
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yearly produce of the country, and 

made the means of collection fubiervient to 
another object of Government, which was 
the fupport of a feudal mil i tary efta bli fitment, 
yet a gold and fiver currency were {till 
wanting, to facilitate the operations of 
either department involving the receipts or 
difburfoments of the royal treasury : fi range 
as it may appear! before this period, the 
only coin in common life, in the fuppofed 
rich commercial empire of Hindofbu, was 
o(copper, under the denomination of Pull- 
Jiah, or felon; fixteen of which were 
reckoned equal to a Tunka of bale filver, 
then lbrnetimes {truck, but folely for the 
King’s ufe, in making the ufual prefents 
to foreign ambalfadors, rewarding fingers, 
or the particular fervices of any of his 
nobles. Trade muft, therefore, have been 
carried on chiefly by barter ; the rents for 
the molt part paid in kind, or fubjeCt to the 
fame tedious details, which might have 
been found lets inexpedient in the ifl’ues of 
money for defraying the public expences*
To remedy fuch inconveniences and enlarge 
the circulation of fpecie, a new coin of 
the finer metals was introduced, and from
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thenceforth. gold Mohurs, each of if 
'Majheh weight, worth nine SiVc# Rupees cf 
i x Majheh, or about 7 dwts. i  1 grains
pure Silver, each of thefe to be valued at 

y iry  Daunts, or F̂ /ocu of copper, every one 
of which to weigh, agreeable to the former 
ftandard, 21 Majheh, were fubftitned as the 
luhverftl medium of exchange in all financial 
accounts and pecuniary tranladtions of the 
hate. Thefe dilFerenf arrangements confi­
de red feveraily, or as relative to the simple 
objettof revenue, comprehended the whole 
fcope of that fyftun of political economy 
ib celebrated among the wife inflitutions of 
Akbar, as being the moft equitable and 
perfect for the Governmenc of a foreign 
conqucff, and ftill conftituting, after a 
lapfe of two hundred years, the ground 
work of the actual legiflation in finance 
throughout the whole of Hindoftan, and 
efletmcd the heft model to be adopted 
in future.

\
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C H A R  VII.

Financial Syjlem of the Decan.

I n  the Decan, although confiderable 
progrefs had been made by the Moghul 
arms, in the redudion of the four nearer 
Soubahs, from the very beginning of the 
feventcenth century ; ;it was not until the 
year 1654, in the reign of Shah Johan, 
and under the aufpices of MoorJhed Kooli 
Khan, then Fewan of thefe fouthern coun­
tries, that Foard Mull’s regulations were 
there introduced, aud became thencefor­
ward the Handing immutable law of the 
land. The original fcheme was fb fervilely 
copied on this occafion, that the only dif­
ference lyeth in fome nominal diftin&ions, 
which are however worthy of notice, to 
prevent miftakes in tracing the genuine 
fource of the revenue fyftem eftabiifhed in 
this great limb of the Moghul empire. The 
Ferfian terms Dujloor ul Aumil, applied to 
the firft inftitutions, are changed for the 

o
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tion, toexprelsthe ordinations promulgated 
for the Government of the Decan. Jurnma 
Kauniilicomplete or more perfect afleAment, 
is fubffituted for the AJfdToomar Jurnma of 
proper Hindbftan: Baghdt, or gardening# 
is applied to the finer, more laborious cul­
ture, depending on the artificial fuppiy of 
water; and the provincial dialed of the 
fouth afforded the perfonal titles Defmoak, 
chief of a dift riel, and Defpandeah, its Bra- 
min recorder arid accountant, in (lead of the 
more univerlai ones of Zemindar, or Crory9 
and Canangoc, or public regilter. A filver 
and gold currency had been already long 
eftablifhed among the Decanee Hindoos.
This advantage, perhaps, was derived from 
the early extenfive intercourie in trade be­
tween that people and the Perfians, or 
more recently the Arabians, to whom 
the ufb of a national coin had been known, 
near a thoufand years before; but whether it 
was borrowed from others, or originated 
in the country, it had been found inconve­
nient, under the preceding Muflulmani 
Governments, to change that currency; and 
this may be the reafon why looril MulPa
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egtilation of the coinage was left out of 
lie fyflem introduced by M. KhooliKhan.

But as it has been already obferved, it 
vas not before the year 1687 that the 
loitherti Cirears, forming part of the Sou- 
'mb of Kydrabad, fell under the Moghul 
roke. It doth not appear that any altera.-* 
ion either in the amount of rent or mode of 
iffembHng thefe diftricts, was introduced 
it the period of this revolution. The old 
valuation or ftandard of revenue as fixed, . 
m have reafon to believe, on the fir ft efta- 
rlifenent of the Koottib Shahy, was trans­
ferred to the imperial rent-roll oi  Aim- 
reer; and the rule of Buttaiy or equal divi- 
Ion of the crop between Government and 
its Reyuti, is continued exclufively and uni- 
serially, down to the prefent time, except 
in, places where the unnatural unretrained 
sppreffion of Zemindars has increafed the 
moiety demanded in behalf of the public 
from the peafantry folely for private advan­
tage. This fimple mode of rating lands 
for half their yearly produce, is derived 
from the .remoteft antiquity in different 
parts of Hindoftan, and {till invariably pre- 

o %
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vails In ftich countries as were left urifuh- 
dued by the Mahomedans, like Tanjore, 
where the ancient Indian forms of adminifi- 
lion are, for the moft part, preferml entire; 
it will not, therefore, be thought extraor-, 
dinary, that the fame cuilorn lhould thus 
lie the ground work of one fyficm of finance, 
and enter largely into the formation of 
another, edablilhed under two contemporary 
or fucceffive dynadies of foreign Princes, 
obliged to conform through ignorance, po­
licy, or neceffity, to the former ufage of 
the fame conquered people. Such, how­
ever, is the fad ; either the drears were 
fubjed in the reign of the Kootub Shahy to 
fimilar regulations as had been undiluted by 
dooril Mull, or his copied in the Decan, for 
the management of the Moghul revenue : 
or when they were annexed to the crown 
of Delhi, they neceflarily and immediately 
fell under the general laws of the empire, 
which to this day authoritatively afeertain 
the n a t u r e  and s o u r c e s  of the public 
fupplies to be conformable to the definition 
which we have endeavoured to fupport in 
difeuffing this f i r s t  general head of the 
fubjed of prefent confideration.
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c h a p , i x :

Financial Syjlem of Bengal *.

It may be neceiiary, in a a few words, 
to date the modification of Toorl'l Mullfi 
iyftem in the lateft flage of good native 
government in Bengal,

In the early period of Mogul Government 
in Bengal, great part of the revenues were 
abforbed in Jageers; and in proteding the 
maritime parts from the ravage of the Mogs 
or Arakunen, aided by the Portuguese, who 
inhabited the port of Chut gong t and had beets 
allowed, for pupofes of trade, to fettle at 
Hoitghly. The revenue continued in' this un- 
produdive date, in the reign of Shahjehan, 
when ihvAjhamites'wextencouragedto invade 
Bengal by boats down tbe river Brlmahpotcr;

* This chapter is extracted from Mr. G rant’s 
A n a h fs o f the revenues o f Bengal, tranfmitted by 
Sir Jc h n M ’Phfrfon to the Dire&ovs and to the Board 
of Control, and notified to Parliament by motion of 
Mr. G rtville in 1790, and the papers relative to 
this work and to Mr. Grant':, appointment of Se~ 
rifhtadar, were then laid on the table of the Houfa 
«f Commons,
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at tins time Sultan Sujah was appointed vice­
roy of the Sotibah; he reformed the finance 
by a new alfeihncnt, under the fame deno­
mination and probably the tame plan of 
® 9 ril Mull; and the rents appear to have 
been well paid after Sujah'$ overthrow by 
his bxother slilumGeer, and during his long 
and vigorous reign.

The Emperor was engaged, during the 
laft 25 years of his reign, in wars in the 
Ttecan, and committed his eaftern domi­
nions to his grandltm A^ecn ulShalu rather 
asan appendageof royalty than as a refource, 
and never demanded more than the efta- 
bliftied rental : but as his exigencies re­
quired punctual payment, he belt owed the 
Dewannee on Jaffier Khan., who proved Iris 
ability and hone fly and fir-ranch in with- 
ftanding fuch mea -ires of the Prince Sou- 
bahdar as feenaed derogatory of the honour 
and intereft of the Sovereign; his adraini- 
ftration makes the moll brilliant period of 
finance in Bengal, being the epoch of the 
laft and more ufeful reform in the -Tuckfeem 
Jurnma, or diftributed afiefiment propor­
tioned to the capacity of each territorial
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divijiori, and ftivinf to this day as the 
eftablifhed practical rale of rating lands in 
Zemindary grants.

Jaffier Khan was of Brahmin parents, 
hough t by Huge Sbijia of Ifphahan, and there 
brought up with a Mahomedan education j 
on the death of his patron, he returned to 
the Decan and was employed by Jllum- 
geer, fir ft in the Dewannee of Hyderabad 
and in the Dewannee of the Soubah of Ben­
gal, in which he was Iupported, notwith- 
ftanding complaints preferred by prince 
Azeen ul Shah, juft before the Emperor’s 
death, in 1707, and Iupported himfelf 
through the fucceeding reign of Jlahadur 
Shah. On the acceflion of Furrockfeer, in 
j 713, and the vacancy of the Nizamut, 
Jaffier Khan purchafcditwdth the affiftance 
ofjaggul Seat the banker, for hirnfelf, with 
the title of Motemun ul Moolk Alaou Doiv- 
iah Affidjung. He moved the feat of Go­
vernment from Dacca, or Jehanger Nagurt 
to Moorjhedabad, as being more centrical, 
and fat on foot an Hujiabood inveftigation 
particularly in Satagong and the interior di- 
ft rifts, and laid afide, as ufelefs and expen*
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feveral cflential checks of the Sovereign 

over him as delegate. To render this period 
o fan novation more intelligible,

The revenue could only be real!fed 
through the agency of certain officers, 
chiefly Hindoos, denominated Krories, Ze­
mindars, or Cbawdries, who were the 
principal farmers, and appointed colleftors 
of imperial rents, and who fuperintended 
more or fewer Pcrgwmahs, according to 
the favour or confidence Ihewn to thefe 
agents.

While the Toomar Jumma Padjhahy was 
regularly levied, the Nabobs confined their 
iurplus exactions to Ample Nazzcranahs, 
or prefents: but when they became per­
manent fources of fupply, fir ft brought 
about mjaffier Khan's adminiftration, when 
his power as Nazim increafed on the de­
cline of the Moghul’s, the conftitution was 
violated, and a 1y idem of violence, oppreifion 
and peculation eftablifned, in room of the 
equity of Akbar's or the Moghul iyllem.

Zemindarm were unequally divided for
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the purpofe of concealing the amount of 
receipts ; and this was another meafure of 
Jaffier Khan ; but the mode of exaction of 
viceroyal afleflments by Zemlndary jurif- 
diflions, was only properly eftablifhedin the 
government of his fuccdlor Sujah, in i 7 .0.
1 hole alienations of fovereign rights were 
alfo oppreffive to the peafantry, though the 
amount colle&ed in the whole was fhort of 
the original dues to the exchequer Hated at 
| of the produce of the foil; and in diftr j&s 
where the deficiency in exchequer accounts 
appears moft glaring, the pedantry are 
moH burthened, though the furplus of col­
lected rents is commuted for private dou­
ceurs under the head Sermgamy, or Sehundy 
expences, fraudulently withheld from the 
public treafury,,

The degree in which the divifion was 
varied, will appear by comparing the impe­
rial divifion in the Ayeen Akbary ; and of 
Mahomed Shah, 1722; in r 3 73, 19 Cir- 
cars, and 682 Purgunnahs, or Idler Mbals, 
or di ft riels, rated nearly at 1 Crore 7 Lacks: 
in 1722, the fame drear divifion was 
kept up in the Kbalfa, to be tranfmitted to
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penli/e, they were compounded into 
13 Chuek’ahs, or more extitffive Foyge- 
dary Governments. While the lelTer dis­
tricts were increaled to 1660, with an efta* 
bliihed rental of t Crore and near 40 Lacks 
of Rupees. This was the iaft royal diftri- 
button of territory in Bengal, and is the 
groundwork of the Aujil Toomar jumma 
of the whole country, egregioutly miftaken 
for the original rent-roll eftablilhed by 
'Tmr.il -Midi. An abftract, as arranged in 
Chuck tabs, is exibited in the plan for fettle- 
ment *; if the particulars had. been com­
municated, ir would have prevented Mr. 
Francis’s rniftake f .

* Original Minutes, page 167.
•j- He drew much argument in favour of his opi­

nion on tin: aflertion, that the exmparifon of the 
Tamar Jumma of T30r.il Afuli, as fixed by Akbar in 
i573* with that of Sitjah Khan in 172$, proved the 
latter (even Lacks lower than the former. Whereas 
it is demon/lrated to have been 31 Lacks more : for 
the who!: lands of 0 » IJJa were annexed to Bengal, 
and are included in the Aufil Toomar Jumma of Ak­
bar ; and the Tuckfeem of Sujab Khan includes 
only a fmall part of Orijfa, viz. the Cbucklaks of 
Hijtlik and Balafart.,



Under the different periods of viceroval 
management, to the final overthrow of the 
Moghul, it is demonftrated by Mr. Grant, 
that the colle&ions and private exactions 
were levied according to an uniform fyItem, 
and not exceeding in amount the 1 of the 
produce; that CajJbnAlly brought thefe cnffS- 
raary defalcations to the public credit, and 
his exactions did not exceed that proportion.

But at the tera of the acquifition of the 
Dewannee, in 1765, by the Company, the 
ancient forms of keeping the revenue ac­
counts regularly in different Dufien, with 
a certain kno.vlege of the value of lands or 
capacity of farmers, were fir/l laid abide ; 
then the prefeript rule of railing the public 
fupply by proportional aflcflhnent, in addi­
tion to theancientrent-roll, was overturned; 
then a fallacious i'vftem of finance and ma~ti
nagement was fabricated to impofe on the 
inexperienced Sovereign, and above all, the 
deiufive idea of Amplification by confolida- 
tion of the ancient '■Toomar Jumma, and 
various permanent 2 Iboabs, in yearly Zc- 
nundary fettlements, founded on no fixed 
flandard of certain exa&ion as formerly,

i  * S L[  2 0 3  ]



introduced infinite confufion chiefly to 
cover a defalcation, which will appear to 
have exifted, by comparing the Jam- 
tnabundy of M. R. Khan, as Naib De- 
wan to the Company, (the abftradl of 
which is entered on the journals of the 
fiiWe of Commons, April, 1767,) with 
the abftradt of CoJJim All, fources of finance, 
annexed to Mr. Francis’s plan offettlement, 
which is complete except in two articles 
8air, in the Aitflii, which is altogether 
omitted ; and T'owfeer, or increafe on Ja -  
geers, in great part omitted.

The lofs of revenue, however, is not fo 
ferioufly felt as the lofs of a fixed jlandard 
to limit the fupplies, which in a Govern­
ment like Bengal, is doubly felt, and de- 
fh u&ive if not checked. The fenfeof this 
want will explain the fir ft meafurespurfued 
under the moft enlightened admiaiftrations 
of our days to afeertain the principles of 
management and eflablifh a permanent 
ftandard of afleffment in 1769 ; which, 
if purfued as vigoroufly as it was begun, 
would have diicloled the chicanery of inte- 
refted natives. Such alfo, in 1773, was

[  2 0 4  ]  k J K . j
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the object of the Committee of Circuit, by 
its ineffectual and deftrudtive mode of let­
ting lands by public fale to the high eft: bid­
der, in violation of the conftitutlonal forms 
of the "Zimlndary agency. To the fame 
mud be attributed the Ameeny fcheme of 
iyy6, the leading feature of which was a 
permanent moderate quit rent; and Mr.
Grant adds, the hints now thrown out, if 
then known, would have Caved all the 
expend ve experiments, and fruitlefs de­
viations from the fimple path to all the 
defiderata of financial knowledge; but he 
little imagined that another modification of 
the old fyitam, which gave up every invef- 
tigation, would fuperfede a plan which he 
had, with fo much labour, arranged arid 
begun m Bengal, when Sir John Shore re­
turned at the head of the revenue depart­
ment, under Earl Cornwallis, with full 
powers, and other plans of finance.

' GonC \  , . •
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C H A P . IX.

Mode of Settlement,

T h e  mode of fettling the ‘J  ummabundy 
by annual agreements, is derived from the 
h'igheff antiquity in all parts of Hindoftan, 
and a riles necefiarily from the local cir- 
cumfiances of the country, joined to the 
ch a racier of its inhabitants. The fre­
quency of revolutions in government, va­
riations in the flate of population, from 
the too-Qfteii% experienced calamities of 
war, peflilence, or famine, and perpetual 
changes in the produce of agriculture, oc- 
cafioned by inundations, drought, or any 
irregularity of the feafon's, muft require 
inevitably a . periodical valuation of the 
lands: while the poverty of a people of the 
feweft poffible wants, where nature is moll 
profufe in yielding all the neceiTarics of life; 
their fa&itious fimplicity in diet, under 
the fevered; rules of a flubborn faith, which 
ilill farther reduces the price of labour, and 
increafes, of courfe, the indigence of the
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peafantryj added to the policy of keeping 
the Zemindars, or intermediate, agents of 
the flare, poor, whofe foie ufe in fbciety is i. 
confined to the exercife of their civil em­
ployments, who are taught through the 
luperftkion or chicanery of their priefis to 
con tide r the conceal m at of wealth as the 
firfi of religions duties, whofe fortunes 
therefore could not be brought into circu­
lation, Uiilefs in the execution of fcheznes 
of ambition, either bydirefl treafon o r  cor­
ruption, for the definition of that govern­
ment from which they derive their politic 
tical exifience; — v, hiie, we repeat, the 
univerlal irremediable poverty of fuch a 
people, partially and very moderately fa- • 
voured by commercial benefits, paffive m %
their natures, umnduftrious from circum- 
ftances of fituation, or the charms of a 
paftoral life, which eludes contribution for 
the fupport of civil fociety, renders a yearly 
fettiement of the revenue, unavoidable, 
and however inconvenient it may be In cx- 
tenfive dominions, ruled by a few indivi­
duals, highly expedient, as the Ihortefi term 
that can be prescribed. The only fource 
of Indian wealth in general, excepting
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the confined, though 'daily ioicreafmg, trade 
with E.urope, exclufively enjoyed within 
the circle of the Britiih pofieffions, is ter­
ritorial property ; of which the value is 
low, in proportion as the natural fertility 
of foil, and genial influence of climate, are 
greater than in other countries: but local 
circumftances; originating in the .religion, 
government, genius, and habits of the na- 
tiv cs, depreciate fo far this Angle revolving 
fund of riches, that even indigenous flaws, 
deriving ftom it alone their means of dip- 
port, have been forced to exclude interme­
diate proprietory iaterefts, and, ir.Aead of 
railing the public fupplies by an European 
fyflem of taxation, have been necefjtated 
to claim the landlord’s proportion of the 
yearly harvefts, and enter into all the trou­
ble foone detail of immediate interior ma­
nagement on the variable foundations of a 
temporary lettlement of territorial rent. 
Foreign rniers poffcffiug by the violent 
rights of conqueft a country under fuch 
circumftances, and whole wants are not li­
mited to the Ample exigencies of internal 
defence* but involved in the complex ope­
rations of a diftant mighty Empire, the
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reverfo of Hiiidoffan in opulence, 

power, civilization, or particular interefls, 
may find them(elves compelled, as lords of 
the land, to exaft a larger (hare of its year­
ly produce from the tenantry ; but it is 
impoffible they can relax in the eftablifhed 
demands of their predecdfors, or fob flit ute 
any other adequate fource of revenue, with­
out fuppofiug an alteration in the fate of 
affairs greatly beyond the perception of hu­
man forefight. The flock of exiting pro­
ductive wealth, together with the public 
fupplies derived from it, depending on, 
and being thus limited to, the pecuniary 
returns of a (ingle revolution of the harveft 
feafon, all operations in finance nrufl have 
the fame temporary bounds, fubjeft to ge­
neral principles, reduced into a fyjflerrr, of 
which, the fuperior excellence con fils * 
in the efficacy of mutual checks on per fo­
lia! agency, or the Amplification of forms, 
accounts, and interior management. Ha­
ving already deferibed the fun&ions and 
relative powers of the different officers of 
Moghul government within theCircars, the 
next progreffive inquiry leads to a fhort re­
cital of the eflablifhed mode of proceeding,

p
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fixing and realising the Jummabundy.» 

or annual afieffment of the lands, and :he 
forms of fettlement, after explaining the 
FuJ/lee or harveft year.

C H A P  X.

Fufillee, or liarvejl Year.

1  HE Fufilke is only a continuation of the 
Hegirah or lunar epoch, by folar cal­
culation from the beginning of Akbar s 
reign in Hindojlan, or of fucceeding Moghul 
conquefts in the Decan, The Fufilke, or 
harveft year, in the Soubah of. Hydrabad 
to the north of the Kijha, and in the d r ­
ear of Guntour to the fouth, commences on 
the 35th of September, and is of courfe 
folar, though founded on a lunar epoch 
through Muifulman bigotry or ignorance.

From the time of Akbar it had been 
cuftomary forcibly to introduce the Hegi-
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wherever the Moghul arms could com­

mand a tributary acknowledgment of fupe- 
riofity, without refle&ing, perhaps, on 
the a 1.molt immediate deviation of llyle 
which muft enfue, from, the neceffity of 
computing time agreeable to the invariable 
periods of the fealons. Accordingly, when 
Shah Jehan, in the year 104.5 of Maho- 
medan era, enforced the reading of the 
Khalbah in. his own name throughout the 
dominions of Abdullah Kootub Shah, that 
lunar period was then eftablilhed ; but ha­
ving been fmce continued by folar calcula­
tion, a difference of near five years has al­
ready arifen between the two methods of 
reckoning in the Circars.

Thus we may make the revenue compu­
tation reckoned from the beginning of Ak- 
bars reign, being the 962 of Mahomedan 
era, to correfpond with any fubiequeut year 
of Bengal, or by the addition of an unit, 
with that introduced in the adjoining Sou- 
bahr, on account of the late commence­
ment of the Rabbi feafon, and alfo of its 
near approach to the beginning of 963 of 
the Hegirab, from which the Aumilee year

r 2
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the provinces is to be reckoned. Iti except 

tion to this general rule, in the diftri&s of 
Chittagong, anciently dependant on the 
hate of Arakan, though the conhiuction 
and the monthly terms ufed there, ani'wer 
in every rcfpe'h to the formation of the 
Bengalifh, yet the nuraerary of Chittagong 
is forty-five Ids, and therefore, if there 
he. not an auachronifm in the calculation, 
rauft be founded on feme other religious 

' or civil epoch peculiar to the country, and 
not founded on any period of the Maho- 
rnedan calculation.

In Bengal * there are peculiarities as to 
the period of renewing agreements. The 
Kherecf or grand harveft is lice, being the 
natural produce of low lands, abundantly 
watered by tropical rains in the fuminer 
foiftice. The FuJUiee year commences 
with this hr.fon, and has been ad j ufted to 
the beginning of the civil year of the Hin­
doos, on the ftrft of Byjack, anfwering to

# The part of this chapter peculiarly applicable to 
Bengal is extracted from Mr. Grant’s Anahfs of the. 
Revenue of Bengal.
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i itli of April ; and two months arc 

allowed to. elapte afterward for the conve­
nience of Zemindars and officers of Govern­
ment to dole their accounts, adjuft ba­
lances, and conclude new engagements 
with the Dewan, tire Sovereign’s represen­
tative at the Pome ah.

In the neighbouring Souhahs of OriJJa 
and Bahar, where the foil is high, and the 
climate lefs moift, therefore productive of 
drier grains, with exception of a few dif- 
tridrs of OriJJa now annexed to Bengal, 
tlse Velaitee Aumdlc, or financial year, com­
mences at the autumnal equinox', and with 
the iced time of the Ruhbi or fpring hal­
ved:, forms an equal division of the annual 
revolution of the FuJUlee year.
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C H A P ,  X L

Forms of Settlement.

i .  Cowie /<? the Zemindar.

PREV IO U S to the fettlement generally 
at the Hitting in of the rains in June, a 
Gowk, or aflurance of being continued ano­
ther year iii the colledtion of the public 
rents, is lent to the Zemindars, as head 
farmers, to fecure their influence in pro* 
moting and quickening the ordinary pro- 
cefs of cultivation. It feetus impoftible for 
Government to enter into a minuter detail 
of management than through the interme­
diate agency of thefe native officers: the 
appointment of Zemindars with local rights 
and privileges, which eminently diflmguilh 
them among the lower clafs of peafantry, 
and raife them near the level of landholders 
in other countries, fully anfwered the end 
of their, original inftitution; they have 
been continued by fucceflive rulers, and
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anfwered in adopting fo much of the Mo­
ghul policy, notwit branding the practice 
which hath been fubffituted of letting out 
to temporary farmers thofe lands denomi­
nated Havillee> fuppoled to comprehend 
the whole rightful territory appertaining 
to the ftate.

2. Preparatory Accounts.

At feed-time, the Koolcurnles, or village 
ficcomptants, are, in the next place, di­
rected to a leer tain the quantity of ground 
in tillage, with either the real amount or 
eftiimte of the grain fown; which Took- 
hem Rezi they do with a minute exa&nefs, 
though rather in the view of preventing 
any fallacious reprefentations for claims of 
remifiion on the plea of cafualties than to 
value the future harveft. This grand pre­
paratory operation is performed in confe- 
quence of another fpecial writ to the fame 
inferior officers, diftinguifhed in Telinga 
by the word Anchunna, which feerns to 
be a corruption of two Per ban adverbs, 
hgnifying u there" is “  fo muchy”  but in



n  ■ ■

[ 216 ] o L
, .v,x̂ y
pt proper Hindoftan it is better underffood by 

the Arabic term Koot, applied to ripened 
corn, when about the month of November 
fuch valuation is ordered to be made, of 
the two great crops in the ground, con- 
ft kitting the Kbereef .md Rubbf harvefts.

3. Convention of Zemindars,

At this important cribs the Zemindars, 
when mod impatient to reap the fruits of 
their industry or ambitious care, are lain- 
moned to renew their agreements with the 
Government. It is a miftaken notion that 
the bufinefs of the leafbn muft be impeded 
by the abfence of thefe people; the very 
reverie is oftener the cafe: they are, for 
the mod: part, all over Hindoftan, and in 
the Circars, with the exception of one or 
two individuals, wholly incapable of ttan- 
lading affairs of fuch magnitude as of late 
years have been left to their management, 
and are therefore in a date of tutelage to 
feme crafty, defigning, inferior agents, 
who forward their own felfifh views, or 
maintain their confequence, by feeding the 
vanity of their iguorant employers with
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quently with, fchemes of independance, 
under the preturned inability or negligence 
of any ruling adminiiiration, added to the 
certainty of incurring no reiponlability 
while they hold no oftenfible office, and 
are perfonally unknown. Accordingly the 
Zemindaries of women and of minors have 
always been found the held regulated inter­
nally, and the mold profitable to the public, 
limply bccaufe the agency is united with 
refponfibihty in the fame individuals ; who 
are fubjedt to control in proportion to the 
inferiority of their pretentions, and who, 
moreover, from the general depravity of 
manners in Hindoftan, may be emulous of 
recommending themlelves to the favour of 
Government, in the Unifier view of being 
continued in the management, to the pre­
judice of, or, in the end, perhaps, to the 
utter exclufion of, their former principals. 
Whether, then, a Jummabundy be conclu­
ded on the fpot, or elfevvhere, by the re­
moval of Zemindars to any indefinite dif-_ 
tanee from their re'pedlive residences, ex- 
clufive of the fmall perfonal expence which 
it is poffible for Hindoos to incur beyond



f ® |  [ ] <§L
the hire ofa pageant retuiwe, is a matter or 
very little cotife'qitence to the public inte- 
reits; and thofe of the Prince can only be 
altered more or Ids m proportion to the 
degree of intelligence, vigour, or probity, 
with which his delegates are nowfuppofedto 
proceed, in thus bringing the revenue let- 
dement to a dole.

4. Settlement.

All the luperior officers of Government, 
and more efpecially the Dejpandeahs, being 
affembled in the Dewannv Cutchery, the 
firft, moft important, indifpeafable account,
Called for by the Aurnlldar, or President, 
is, the Jumrna KaumH, or complete afleff- 
ine«t of the Decan. The principles on 
Which this original rent-roily to give a more 
precife idea of it, was formed, have already 
been explained ; as in like manner have its 
intended ufes; which were, in the begin­
ning, ter .regulate the two grand divifions 
of the country into Khalfa and Jageer lands, 
by alcertaming the grofs value of either, 
for immediate purpoies of finance or poli­
tical arithmetic | and ultimately, by gra-
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? dbal fyftematical progress in eftimating ac­

curately the full dues of the Exchequer, 
as proportioned to the whole amount of 
territorial produce, to form an invariable 

Jlandard of revenue, which fhould be at 
once an effe&ual check on the nod corrupt 
intermediate agency, as well to prevent 
public defalcations, as any encroachment 
on the private rights of the Reyuts. But 
fuch progre:flive improvement was contrary 
to the genius of eaftern governments, and 
never could be eiiefted under the rule of 
arbitrary diftant delegation. Neverthelds, 
the ancient rental of the Kootub Shahy, in­
corporated with the Jumma Kaumil, near 
a century fince, irnperfect as it is, when 
compared to the prefent circumftanccs of 
the country, is yet abfolutely necdlary in 
the formation of a fettlement in the drearr, 
particularly to the ibuth of the Goadavere, 
as exhibiting the onlyauthoritative account 
extant and in ufe, made from an actual 
furvey, of the local fubdiviftons, number 
of villages, quantity of ground in, or ca­
pable of, cultivation, together with the 
eftimated territorial produce in money, ac­
cording to the eftablilhed rule of Buttai.
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To remedy the defers of this antiquated 

rent-roll, the Deffandeahs, or Zemindars, 
are next called on for the HuJIabood Jumma, 
or comparative account of the former and 
a&ual fources of revenue, fhevving the to­
tal iticreafed valuation of the lands, whe­
ther real by improvements or fictitious by 

. a reelu£tion in the price of fpecie ; the va­
riations produced by caiiialties in the ftate 
of the country; new appropriations, or 
extinction Q? Jagce?\r, afiediag more or Ids 
the Khalfa portion of territory ; together 
with the amount of new hnpofh, iuch as 
the Mahratta Chout *, eftabiiflied in feme

*  T h e  M a h ra tta  Chout, o r  fo u rth , dem anded by 

th efe  p eople fro m  co u n tries  t o  w h ich  they could  exte nd 

th e ir  predatory e m p ire , in  im ita tio n  o t th e  Rebha o f  

the M o g h u ls , w as fo m etim es levied by M ufTulm an g o ­

vern m en ts fro m  th e ir  Jugeerdnrs, to in d em n ify  the 

p u b lic  fo r re a l o r pretended e x a & io n s  paid  in gro fs  and 

at o n ce  to  the M a h ra tia s  in  lieu  o f  f uch a  p ro p ortio n al 

ta x  on  the rev en u e ; as in  the Scubah o f  H y d rab ad , 

w h e re  the N iz a m  afleffes a ll his Jageerdirs fo r  the  fu ll 

Chout Of th e ir  te rr ito r ia l in c o m e , though the w h o le  fum  

ftip iila ted  to  b e  paid to the M a h ra tia s  an n u ally  on this 

a cco u n t fo r the  p ro v in ce  e n tire , has been  in variab ly  

fixed  a t one la c k  o f  rupees fro m  the tim e o f  the firli 
N i.v am .
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;s Isfs frequently from the tyranny of 
rulers, than the fraudulent practices of 
Zemindars, in withholding their Bate col- 
left ions made in behalf of government.
Had the profits anting from filch contin­
gent fources of fupply, in a long titles of 
yearly agreements, been applied, as origi­
nally intended, to accumulate, or realty 
complete the Handing rent-roll, which fell 
fo lhort of perfection under the delufive 
Perfian epithet of Kaurtiil, little now would 
remain to be learnt on the tuhject of Indian 
finance ; and the bufinefs of fettlement be­
ing reduced almoft to afimple form, might, 
without any material prejudice, be tranfac- 
ted in Leadenhall Street, as well as at Ma~ 
fulipatam, through the fuperior agency of 
Eaglifh collectors, under luitable appoint­
ments and regulations. But here lay the 
grand defeft of Mufliilman adminiitration, 
deeply rooted in the conflitutiou of un­
checked violent dcfpotifm, and in the de~

' praved natures of the native inhabitants of 
Hindoftan : and in confideration of a Nuz- 
zeranak, or prefent, greater or fmaller ac­
cording to the proportion of the intelli­
gence or power of the Aumddar to the
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from the Huflabood thus generally pervert­
ed to felfifh purpoies, remained in petto 
the future productive fource of his private 
benefit.

In compliance, however, to the cufto- 
rjaary forms, the Zemindar is now ordered 
to produce the Deal Bundobujl, or an ac­
count of his particular agreements with in­
ferior farmers of the dill rid, attefted by 
the Canongces. This fub-rent-roll (hould 
b • the counterpart, or rather a verification 
of the Hal backikut, or prefent date of re­
venue as exhibited in the HuJIabood, formed 
from the adual fubordmate fetrlements of 
the current year, or colledions of the laid, 
for the whole Zemmdary, inclufive of 
Kbalfa and alienated lands; and which, 
with the Kooti the T’ookbem res/, or ac­
count of feed fovvn, the Hujlabood and 
Jumtna Kaumil, might be fuppofed fuffi- 
cient to a (certain the g rolls receipts, or Go­
vernment's (hare of the full produce of the 
country, were it not for the baleful influ­
ence of Mahomedan adminilbration in cor­
rupting the whole chain of intermediate-

< ' C0l̂ X  *' ■ • - . .
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tcrrhoria! appropriations of Jageer, Altum- 
and charitable donations to Brarnins, 

and the Khurcha Moffufil, or charges of i i~ 
terior management, were {till wanting to 
form the f'eJJj-khees, or net Jummabundy of 
the Reyuts actually to be paid into the 
public treafury; the Kharidge Jumma 
would fince the commencement of Brit:(h 
rule, be reduced to a very fmall compafs, 
if inch enormous fraudulent fequeflrations 
as of late years have taken place, by the 
collufion of Zemindars and Defpandeahs, 
were, as in right they ought to be, refit- 
met!; and the latter Khurcha Mojfujil, in­
cluding the Rujfooms and Saver urns of the 
fuperior native officers, with the petty al­
lowances of the Chare ran, or inferior fer- 
vants, was, daring proper management, 
little more than a timple memorandum of 
about fourteen per cent, to be deduced 
from the amount of their act ual collections; 
inftead of which the prodigious defalcations 
of modern times, particularly under the 
new, dangerous, and unwarrantable article; 
of Sebundy, when allowed to the Zemindars, 
a dired abridgement of the Prince’s molt
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eflcntial exclufive right to command and 
pay the whole armed force of the country, 
will be found to make this account of 
charges the molt voluminous and impor­
tant to be examined, as being literally and 
truly the Jinking fund of near one half ok the 
Stipulated known dues of the public Exche­
quer, perverted in its application, to the 
intended definition of, inffcead of relief 
to, that Hate, within which it is annually 
formed.

On a Ihort review of thefe various mate­
rials for forming an adequate jfummabundy, 
and which, though more hidden or diffi- 
patecl, mull Hill exift, and may be found, 
as well under an Englifh Government as 
that of a French or Moorifh, the work 
might be fiippoled quickly terminated with 
no lefs juftnefs than facility; hut whether 
from the innate chicanery of the people ; 
or that a propenfity to evaiiou was the ne- 
ceflary confequence of undue exa&ions, 
under the tyranny of one adminiftration ; 
or received encouragement from the infuf- 
ficiency of public demands through the ig­
norance of another; it generally happened
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x^ 10iat the. Zemindars, by various concealed 

arts and fpecious pretences, retarded the 
condufion of the fettlemcnta whole month, 
by adopting the ufua.1 cant of farmers, oi 
being over-rated m their rents; and they 
never failed to Urge an abatement, however 
low the afleffment might be propoled, if 
it fell fhort of the equitable medium 
due, which at once betrayed a want of 
knowledge in the agent of Government 
refpe&ing die value of the territory to 
be let,
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5. Settlement with Reyuts through the Ze­
mindar or Ameen.

During this treaty, if the proper feafori 
for reaping the harveft was likely to ex­
pire, then the Dumbalah Derou, or ultimate 
order to this effect, was iffued to the Rey- 
tits', but if, during the time the crop might 
be permitted without damage to lye on the 
ground, the Zemindars could not be brought 
to an agreement, the only alternative 
left was, to fufpend their authority and 
depute Jmeens or Tahfeeldars, being the 
proper and more immediate officers of the

Q,
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iff ate, to replace the Zemindar in the minute 
interior management of the collodions.

This oecaiionally neceflary fufpenfion 
might have imp refled on Bntiih rulers the 
benefit and political expediency of train­
ing up a certain number of Europeans in 
the k nowledge of the country languages, 
of the finances, and, above all, of the cha­
r te r s  of the people, to be acquired only 
by local experience or the exercile of pro­
vincial employments, in whom the gene­
ral fuperintendancc and colle&orfhip of an 
ex ten five did rid might fafely be con™ 
filed. In former times, Mahomedans 
poftefitng all reqiufue qualifications were 
readily found among that race of men. 
mm barbaroufly ignorant, yet the fuperior 
vmiverfal depravity of their natures, when 
compared with the Hindoos, together with 
a flavifh dCpcndance on tire delegated chief, 
rendered them always wholly unfit to ad 
in the capacity of fuperviibrs for public dtf- 
interefted purpofes; and in the drears, du­
ring the freer and more enlightened admi- 
niftratiou of the French, under Bujjy, 
it appeared as if a national virtue in-
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duCed the gentlemen in power, even 
while expefi ants themfelves of the united 
fubonlinate rule of all the Circars, at once 
to (elect a fyilem which rnuft necef- 
farily Ieflen, the authority and emoluments 
of any one man inclined to follow the ra­
pacity, of his predeceffors, by diffufing local 
knowledge, and participating influence 
among intelligent honourable European 
agents, inllead of employing the more fer- 
vilc, mercenary natives of the country, 
who are only faithfully feeret in the bufi­
ne fs of corruption when favourable to their 
own private intereffs, yet a tranfitory do­
minion of fix years did not admit of much 
experimental proof in the advantages of a 
multiplied European iuperintendance. It 
very rarely happened at any time that Z e­
mindars were deprived of the management 
of the current revenue of their diffnicts 
when their offers did not fall greatly fhort 
of the afeertained valuation of annual pro­
duce, and when they could give T'eeps, 
or the promifiery notes of Soucars, bankers, 
or other fubftantial monied men in advance, 
for about two thirds of the net Jd i0 nabundy 
at which they might be rated, and are now 

CL.2
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fuppofed to acquiefce in, on or before tlitf 
if! of January, being the utmoft time that 
can, according to cuftorn, or with iafety 
he admitted of, for the final adjuftment of 
fuch periodical fetdcments*

Jeeps.

Tliele Jeeps are the heft collateral fecu- 
nty which can he obtained by Government 
for the payment of the public rents when 
colleifted by native officers from the Reyuts : 
they may farther be confidered an anticipated 
fourceof fUppiy, as well as affording to the 
ft a to a neceffuy arid political control over 
the monied and mercantile interefts, in cafe 
of interior or foreign commotions ; indeed 
the natural influence which fuch pecuniary 
obligations give to the Soucars in directing 
the conduct of Zemindars, joined to the 
dread of private Ioffes from the cafualties of 
civil war, have often been the means of 
preferving inward tranquillity, when all 
©ttier reftraints on a daring rebellious fpirit 
might have proved ineffectual: exclulive 
of this political confideration, the accep­
tance of J'eeps is founded in ncceffity.

/% &  ■ ; 'V''
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The .real or fictitious poverty of the Hin­

doo peafantry is, and mud ever be, fuch,
\mder the influence'of their own peculiar 
rites and habits, that, in order to carry on 
the common operations of hufbaudry, in 
places where the culture is Ample and of 
the meanefl kind, as in the Circars, they 
find it expedient at the different feafons to 
borrow money, at high uttered, in pro­
portion to the rifque incurred by the lender, 
and never uuder two percent.permenjem, 
agreeable fo the inftitutions of Akbar, and j 
by one known general rule over the whole 
Moghul empire, exp idled by the Arabic 
term ’Tuckavee. The Zemindars, through 
whom this aid is ufually obtained, have 
ftill greater occafion, on their own account | *
as merchants, rather than in their proper ca­
pacity of principal farming land-holders, 
to make ufie of arid extend a credit with 
their Hindoo Bankers. As agents for the 
date, they are put in pofleffiou of the public 
(hare of the annual produce of the country, 
divided with the Reyuts, at a very moderate 
pecuniary valuation; but, that dubbom 
propenfity to parfimony, chicanery, and 
refraftorinefs, which fo nqtorioufly charac>
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^teri'/.cs them, would make it extremely un­
lade to trull in their hands fp much: pro­
perty without dome previous fecurity ; for 
tiie moft probable conlequeuces to be ex­
pected would be, a fecretion or coiluiive 
dilfipation of tlie revenue, which nothing 
but perfonal fear, imprifoament, or torture, 
could bring into the treafurv : at the fame 
time to touch a depofit of hidden wealth, 
though with the manifeft advantage of ha­
ving an exorbitant intereft for money bor­
rowed, tl.ey would deem facrilegious ; this 
hoard mud; be eternally increafing, and can­
not admit, even of temporary diminution, 
in making profitable loans, nor in enjoy­
ing it as a full recompence of honed; 
and meritorious conduct ; it becomes, 
therefore, neceilary fird to mortgage the 
current crop of the feafon to fuch per­
sons as have given the collateral fecurity of 
their Teeps to Government, and then to 
participate with them the benefit arifing 
from the laics, as an indemnification for the 
rifque of dakeing their credit, or the in­
convenience of making the dapulated ad­
vances to the date. It is chiefly this intri­
cate though necedary mercantile operation
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management than by the permanent .''inter­
mediate agency of Zemindars., if not im- 
poffihle without lofs, at. lead ineligible to 
any ruling adminiftration ; yet it nurd be 
confefled that the power which it gives 
to thefe petty tyrants to opprefs the poor, 
eftablifh monopolies, or withhold the re- 
quifite {applies of grain from the provincial 
troops when on fervice, mod frequently 
in the view of being better enabled to fur- 
liifh the enemy, is often productive of the 
greatefi: inconveniences: but as a local vi­
gorous fuperintendance might, in a great 
meafure, corrcdt&dm evil, it Is only prin­
cipally to be regretted that fome {hare of 
the enormous profits derived from the 
transfer, and Tale of the annual territorial 
produce, by the Zemindars, in their mercan­
tile capacities, cannot be brought into cir­
culation, or by any means be rendered be­
neficial to the public.

6. Kidbundy Periods of Payment.

Having thus brought the Jummabundy 
to a dole, ami fecured the payment of two

’ c° ^ x
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thirds of the amount by Kijls, or monthly 
inftalments, let us follow the ufual proceis 
of the year in realizing the remainder of 
the dated revenue to the final adjuftmeut 
o * accounts. The 30th of April, corref- 
ponding nearly with the termination of the 
liioft general civil year of the Hindoos, 
and concluding the periodical feafon in 
which the returning difpatches for Europe 
may be made with convenience, has been 
with great propriety fixed on for balancing

I the books of the Clrcars; but it is from
the 31 ft of Auguft to the end of the Fu- 

fllee, that the accounts are ultimately fet­
tled with the fiirmers-general of the gover n­
ment lands. Ip tire latter of thefe periods, 
the Foonafs, or lhiall grain harveft, the 
third and laft annual crop being reaped, 
enables the Rryuts, to fulfil their engage ­
ments with the fuperior renters, who are 
therefore at this time debited with the re­
maining portion of their Jurnmabundy, and 
required finally to liquidate their balances.
On the 24th of September, the expiration 
of the revenue year, a general ftatement 
called the Jwnma-IfFiJtl-Bauky, fhewing
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the amount, receipts, and balances of', or on
account of the current fettle meat, is drawn 
out by the head accomptant from the M of 

fujfil, or flmitar detailed provincial docu­
ments figrted by the Zemindars, attefkd 
and recorded by the Canongoe, which, after 
having gone through the critical examina­
tion of'many different auditors, is depofitt d 
in the Khalf a Dufter, to ferve as a bafis for 
the Jummabundy of the fucceeding year.

It was ufual under the Mocrilh adminii- 
tration at the filial fettlement, for the .Ju- 
mlldar, or colle&or-general, as well in If s 
own juftifixation as to remove every pof- 
fible pretence for future deficiencies, to 
produce a writing under the denomination 
of a Muchulca-n&~daruJ, ftgned jointly by 
the Deftnooks and Defpondeahs, and pur­
porting that they have not, in the way of 
bribery or otherwife, paid a bugle Daunt 
to the agent of Government helides what 
is fpecificd in the public account of re­
ceipts.
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I lie arduous talk of recovering fuch ba-« 
Jcmces as appeared to be due on the ulti« 
.mate adjustment of the year, required the 
tUmoft attention : tor this purpole it might 
be n jceiiii ry to ferutinme the tranfa&iom, 
of the Zctmr,a'ars, both with the inferior 
tenants in the participation, and with the 
merchants m the fate of the annual crops ; 
becaufe the debts which could be afeer- 
tained to be due from the two latter dalles 
of people to the former, together with the 
amount of RuJJbqms and Saverrms, con ft i- 
tuted the foie fund of indemnification with-, 
in the reach of the Sovereign Deivanny 
authority, to make good defalcations in the 
revenue, proceeding from negligent or cor­
rupt intermediate agency ; feeing the un­
certainty, if not impo/fibility, of ev;er be­
ing able to touch the feeret treasure of a 
Hindoo.
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Illustration of the Expediency offuch Forms,

T o  avoid rhe detail and leflen the other 
public inconveniences of fuch a fyltem of 
management as we have defcribech, thought 
principallydefe&ive in the latitude its perio­
dical renewals give to peculation, or the in- 
fufficiency of a variable adminifiration, it has 
been imagined, that to fix the yearly affelT- 
ment unalterably at a moderate quit rent, 
and to put the Zemindars of India on a foot­
ing with, the copy - holders of England, 
would be no lefs effectual in aceomplifhing 
the defined immediate purpofes, than ulti­
mately beneficial in a more extenfive view 
of general political confequences. This 
involves a queftion of the utrflbft impor­
tance to the Britifh Nation, at large, and 
more particularly interefting to the Com­
pany. A local knowledge of the country, 
of the people, pradical experience, or theo­
retical infirucuon deduced from the recor-
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wiklom of native (hteimen, may de* 

terming the judgement of thole who partake 
of ftich partial lights, to pronounce, with 
truth and confidence, the danger, inexpe­
diency, or abfurdity pf innovations, in the 
financial policy of Hindoflan ; that to leflen 
or fix the exactions from the affual farming 
intermediate land-holders would foon be 
fruitiefs to. themfelyes, rather add to the 
burthen of the peafantry, and prove doubly 
injurious to a ruling foreign date, in redu­
cing for ever the already too ficanty Sources 
of fupply, even when coniidered in all their 
hitherto unrevealed plenitude, eras paving 
the way to a refra&ory independance, that 
in proportion to the decreafe of public de­
mands, fo would the reftive preemption 
of enfranchiled flayes grow exceffive and be­
come mod ungovernable, under the feudal 
acknowledgement of a Barley corn, which 
in freer countries bed enlures tranquil­
lity ; but to imprefs convidlion on the minds 
of thple who, from fituation, are precluded 
the benefit of fuch contingent aids, to draw 
a right conclufion in what regards perfons 
and things differently circumffanced to 
what they appear to be in Europe, may



r - / n
K M n  237 vCT

the evidence of fome afc'ertamablc J  
fads. It is therefore we here addued the
following, as applicable to the fubjeft tin.
der coniideratiom

Experience in the/oMrMafulipiitamPrw/hrt’.h

la  the Circars, immediately dependant 
on Majulipatam, we hippofe it generally 
known, that the Zemindars, fmce, and 
not before, the eftabliflimentof the Englifh 
Government, have been eonfidered, no 
matter how erroneoufly, as hereditary pro­
prietors of the lands included in their rcl- 
pe&ive jurifdicltons ; and that, agreeable to 
the miftaken idea of poifelTuig feudal te­
nures, they were fubjedt to military Cervices, 
together with a certain tribtite in proportion 
to the valued rents of their countries. We 
know not whether anve nquiries were e ve r let 
on foot to afcertain thefe different pofitionS, 
or that they have been admitted on any 
other ground, than fimple furmife, the 
ipfe-dixit of the farming land-holders them- 
felves, or at heft the information of the 
Company’s Hindoo interpreter, who, m 
the capacity of Serifttadar, enjoyed an an-
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mial income of forty thou land Pagodas 
f rom the Zemindars of Rajemandry, aequifeed 
lo about the 13 th of February, 1767: but, 
fiich is the fad:; the afleffrnent of thefe 
ieverai difir Ids for ieventeen years hack 
has been rated extremely low. We fiia.ll 
here venture to lay in anticipation of what 
we are farther to add on the fubjed, that, at 
leait, one half of the rents collected from 
the Reyuts on behalf of Government, has 
been remitted to its intermediate agents, 
under the head of expence, or on the idea of 
their being the rightful confiitutional pro­
prietors of the foil. Moreover, the portion 
demanded by the public, has been invaria­
bly limited to the fame amount, according 
to the received notion of a tribute; for, 
though an increafe of 12 I per cent, is 
fuppoied to have been put, in the laft five 
years fettlemenr, on what is termed the 
Mamooi or cufiomary Yumrnabundy; yet the 
total amount of that addition, together 
with tile 10,000 pagodas per annum lalary 
to the interpreter, and 5,724 to be paid 
into the treasury for his Mujfary, did but 
finely counterbalance the afore-mentioned 
Smjhtadary appropriations, added to an

' G< H & X  , ■
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unaccounted portion, of Hujfen Affs Jti» 
geer, and which were then re-annexed to 
the Rajemunchy Zmrndaries, as equivalent 
only to the aggregate of the two Lift funds 
Specified. On the other hand, the hated 
military fervices, however much wanted 
of late, have neither been required, nor' 
commuted for in money. The molt pro­
found tranquillity, ait ir,creating commerce, 
the free {ecureenjoyment of private property, 
have peculiarly diftinguifhed the Circars for 
a long feries of years paft, amiclfl furroun­
ding diffractions, anarchy or barbarity; 
and fo far have thtfe provinces been from 
experiencing the calamities of the neigh­
bouring war in the Carnatic, or being bur- 
thened with new conlequen: bripofls, that 
they have rather, in t he mean time, received 
a prodigious iucreafe of wealth, through 
the extraordinary profits derived from the 
exported produce of the country, at leaft 
twenty-five per cent, above the ulual price.
Under a Government fo lenient, admitting 
of fuch uncommon privileges and individual 
advantage, it might naturally be fuppeded 
that the Zemindars, as being the fuperior 
clafs of Hindoo fubjedts, and moll benefited
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the fovereign authority, would be found 
conftitutionally fubmiffive, grateful, and 
liberal, in proportion to their own proipe- 
||ty, compared with the cmbarraflments, 
and exigencies of the public# But the ex- 
pe&atioa is politically unreafonable, and 
only betrays a total ignorance of the na* 
uoind character. The very reverfc mu ft 
always be the cafe, and has been moie es­
pecially manifefted in latter times, within 
the dependencies of Mafullpatam, as maybe 
Sufficiently proved by a reference to inch 
recorded tacts at large as we Ihall nere only 
generally touch upon.

C H A P . XIL

Concfe abflradl of the Kheraje Jumma, arid 
of fraudulent alienations in the Northern 
Circars.

1  O afeertairi the amount of fraudulent 
fequeftrations of land to PeoriSj &c., it
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^^^^Kould be remembered that 41,000 armed 

men, of every denomination, are fuppoSed 
to be maintained throughout all the pro­
vinces, by the official land holders, on pre­
tence of enforcing the collection of the 
rents due to Government, which is vir­
tually, or in fasft, debited for the cxpence 
of fuch Militia eftablWhrrient, under the 
head oiSebundy. Of this number, one half, 
of different tribes, Mahomedans or Hindoos* 
wholly undHciplined, and with no local or 
perfonal attachments, are paid altogether 
in money; and a Peon for every village, for­
ming what is called the Nackivarry eft a- 
bliffiment, confifting chiefly of Muflulmen, 
in hereditary lucceffion, and indilpenlably 
neccflary for the collections and peace of 
the country, paid a fubliftence in kind, at 
harveft time, in equal proportions by Go­
vernment and its Reyuis, will make up the 
numerary Of MofuJJU troops, thus provided 
for, 27,000. It is only the remaining- 
14,000, compofed of the military tribes of 
Racheivars, Row-wars* Velmas, and Kun- 
daits, fprung from, or adopted into, the 
families of the Zemindars, and therefore 
perfonally attached to their chiefs, that

' . R f
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been .clandeflinely favoured with tcik/i-i 

ritorial grants for their ordinary and con- 
ftant maintenance, befidcs extraordinary pay 
in money when on fervice; and theft alie­
nations, at the moft moderate computation 
of fifty R upees annually for each man, one 
with another, form an object of .{'even 
L a ck s, which, without pretending to efti- 
mate fin-filar defalcations in favour of Bra- 
mins, f- c., added to the K h a rig e  Jumtna, 
make the whole income of landed property, 
exclufive of what is afleffed for Govern­
ment, amount to twenty-four L a c k s , and 
iuclufive of it, one C ro n  thirty L a ck s  of 
'Rupees, with a fra&ion, being the fum 
total which we fhall henceforth affume as 
the G rofs R en tal of the M a h l and S a ir, of 
all the northern C irca rs  colledively.

r. O bfervations and Calculations in  E viden ce  
o f  this R ental.

Large as this revenue may at find fight 
appear, either comparatively with the ac­
tual public receipts, or with the luppofed 
capacity of the farming land-holder, yet 
it will be found to fall Ihort of the eftima-
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yearly, produce of the. country, by the 
lowed: general calculations which can be 
formed of the extent and value even, of all 
the a ra b le  ground, in or out of cultivation, 
fetting aftde the greater portion of land 
appropriated to P a jiu r e , of no financial 
account to the date, for the gratuitous 
benefit of the whole body of Peafantry, To 
difeufs this point with the wiflied-for pre- 
cilion, a topographical furvey of the d r ­
ears, particularly thofe of Guntour, Rap- 
mundry, and the fouthern divifion of Cka- 
cole, w ould  be necefiary, in order to a {cer­
tain their exad fuperficial contents. Ne- 
verthelefs, according to fuch imperfe& 
materials as the public, or individuals on 
the fpot, have as yet been furnifhed with, 
and information from a manufeript drawing 
executed under the French Government, 
dill unpublished, except on the diminutive 
fcale of D’Anville’s general map of Hin- 
dodan, we have ventured to give an area 
of 17,000 fquare geographic miles to J l  
the fix provinces united. But to be within 
the mod moderate bounds, let the dimen- 
fions be reduced to 15,000 of the fame 
meafure, or for the lake of eafier calcula- 

k %



ŷŜ/l)   ̂ 2 H j k)L
! -: ■'• I;K,°n m round numbers, to 20,000 lquare

Britifh miles. In like manner, vve have 
been under the neceffity of afluming the 
proportion of the arable laud, rather arbi­
tral ily , and to ourlelves ott very uniat is- 
faclo, V grounds, at one fifth of the whole 
territorial extent, finding that neither the 
Moghul, French, nor Englifh adminiftra- 
tions, the former from (loth and ignorance, 
the fecond for want of leifure in the fliert 
period of a fix years rule, and the latter, no 
doubt, from difinclination, have not adop­
ted the eaiy conftitutional mode of a feet- 
taining this matter with the greater accu­
racy, by an iuvefhgation into the detailed 
annual accounts of the Dejfandeahu or 
other revenue officers employed by Go­
vernment, and which can be deficient onlv 
from relaxation or negligence in the exer- 
che of a neeeffary legal control.

2. i  he arable Land, proportioned to the Be- 
gah Duftery, and to the Begah Reyuty, 
and valued by the Rebba, or money fettle~ 
ment of as in Bengal.
The cultivated lands l i  the drears, 

being 4,000 fquare B. miles, on theprinci-

■ /  ' G° ^ T \  ’ ■ ' ' ■ ' . '
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pics of Tooril Muirs Jummabundy Nekdy, 
require adue attention to the relativecircnm- 
ilanees. and it is to be obferved that the 
Begah DufUry, 01 fquare official meal lire,’ 
Inftituted by that fmancier, and serving as if 
a bafis for its general pecuniary afleifnient 
of one fourth of the yearly produce of the 
foil, in thole parrs of the empire where a 
money fettiemenc could, with advantage, be 
made, confifiecl of 3,600 fquare ells, each 
at the lowed calculation of 38§ inches, and 
at the higheft 41, being very little fhort of 
an Englifh acre. But in procefs of time, in > 
coniequencc of the incrcafed influx of fpecie |
from the days! of Akbar. throughout the 
commercial provinces, as well as tliofe 
round the capital, fet greatly benefited by 
a rapid circulation of the ligns of wealth, 
and agreeable to the ever conftant effeds of I 
luxury growing with riches, the natural 
and artificial produce of the country acqui­
red a high proportionate value ; the price 
of labour was enhanced, and to re-eftablifh 
an equilibrium in the general fyftcm of 
political economy over the whole empire, 
th t Fougedar, A lands, and Zemindars em­
ployed in MofuJJil collections, fometimes



( f ( g ) i j  '1 ( C T  
and oftentimes interelledly, were 

made the flute conductors, for drawing a 
fuprabtmdant currency into the exhaufted 
coffers of the exchequer. Thefe interme- 
diateagents, often unexpectedly, and always 
irregularly, felt themlelves f truck by the 
hand of defpotlfm ; but they difpenled its 
influence, for icififh benefit, with moretno* 
deration, though no lefs arbitrarily, to the 
great mats of the people. A fixed (hndard 
for dftimattng the lands had been infrituted, 
and was found neceflary to be continued, 
to regulate the extent and value of territo­
rial alignments, whether for civil or mi­
litary fervices, I he tide of American 
treafure, which afterwards fo prodigioufly 
altered the relative Worth of real and personal 
property in Hindoflan, flowed in through 
fo many different channels of commerce 
in the beginning, that its progrefs teemed 
flow, and was foarccly perceptible, when 
made vifible by its effeds ; an iticreale of 
revenue was demanded, but inftead of re­
curring to the original principles of finance 
eftablifhed by Toon! Mull, ignorant or cor­
rupt Mulfiuknan deputies preferred the 
mode of arbitrary taxation, in addition to

.... fog . ; -V‘ f * r riq f ! ■' ' ■ f; _.•»*
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the firft regular afleflment, which From 
being precarious and indefinite, afforded 
greater fcope for minifterial peculation, 
and was more agreeable to the Reyuts and 
fuperior land-holders, in the hopes of fu ­
ture difcontinuance, or of purchafiog par­
tial remiffions of public income, by the 
private douceurs of bribery. An age elapfed 
before a weak, blind, unfyftematical Go­
vernment, could avail itfelf of tins change, 
thus gradually introduced in the value of 
things in general, to aflert its territorial 
rights, by reluming all the recent Aboabs, 
or imports, the known defalcations of 
its proper Muffultnan Jamils, or Fouge- 
darry officers, confolidated with the original 
rents. The reform, however, was rtill 
but half com pleated in the Soubahs of Delhi 
Agra and Bengal; the two former fo en­
riched by the colleded fpoils of the empire, 
or the profufe expence of a Moghul court; 
the latter fo greatly benefited by enlarged 
commerce. In thefe Soubahs, therefore, 
over and above the ordinary taxes, to re­
medy the growing dilproportion between 
the grofs produce and the royal proprietory 
lhares of the land, a redudion of two
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'ir>:s was made in the lcjuare extent of a 
Begao, which, by a very Ample operation 
nominally tripled the quantity of ground 
in cultivation ; this leflened meafure of 
Jt zoo ells being equally, valuable, or fub- 
jett to the same nnancial demands as the 
larger one of the lame denomination, in', 
fti.fi:ted as a bafts for the original afleflment 
of ’Tcori1 Mull,

*n B ’ngd, the particular circumstances 
of which may be deemed heft hiked to be 
brought into companion with thole of the 
northern drears, the common Begah, now 
crd’.ed Rcyutty, in concradifimftion to Duf- 
tery, and made almoit the univerli.il. flan- 
dard to eftimate the annual fafm, or per­
manent transfer of territorial property, con­
tains no more than 1600 fquare. yards,while 
the proportioned rent, including the J J i l  
"foomay .with all the additional raxes, lincc 
eftabhlhed, and already exibited, may be 
calculated at kaft from one to lour Rupees, 
varying .with iituation and foil, for grounds 
laid out in the culture of grain, and from 
nve to thirty, for fuch as are appropriated 
to the dearer productions of fecond necefiity;
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to obviate every pofFibihty of cavii, the 

medium yearly income of the whole may 
be {fated at twp Rupees. According to 
which 4coo fquart- miles, each of 1936 
Mrgahs, being the fuppofed arable, land in 
ell the drears., fhould yield- a grofs revenue 
to Government of 15,488,000 Rupees.

3. The arable L  nd of the Cirears efiimated by 
Buttai, or divijion of Crops.

Nor will the amount he !ef$ on a compu­
tation, by the actual efhhlifhcd rule of 
Buttai, of the produce of the three yearly 
harvefls in corn, equally divided between 
the Hate and its Reyuts, allowing the fame 
quantity of ground fit for cultivation, as In 
the foregoing eftimate, one fourth Gould 
be deduced for the portion always buffered 
to remain fallow, and fubjedt to no a litfi- 
ment, reckoning only 3000 fqitare miles, or 
nearly one -1 eventh of the area affigned to 
the whole country, in conftant tillage, n 1 
liable to the operations of finance. This ter­
ritory then being equivalent, in local mea- 
fure, to 194,464 Catties, each of 3zGuntah, 
compofed of 16 iquare Veejfam, every one of 
which confifling of from 4 \ ta $Cotvidst or oil
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o medium of 7$ feet (quare, arid-producing 
at the lowed; calculation per Catty-, one 
year with another, 8 Candles,, each o.t 
about 16oo lb. weight in grain, either rice 
or Joary, which:'- ufualty fetches on the 
fpot 5 Pagodas or 20 Rupees per Candy, will, 
alter deduction of one moiety, as the legal 
and cuftomary ihare of the peasantry, though 
fame time s curtailed through tire iniquity 
of Zemindars, yield an annual income to 
Government of Rupees 15,557,$ 20 » wil^e 
the amount oiSair, or variable impofrs, in 
addition may be fuppofed amply to com- 
pen fate for the extraordinary expence, rifquc 
and unavoidable lofs in thus concluding 
with the farmers a revenue fettlement in 
kind paid by pecuniary cflimation.

4 ..'The AJfr merit of Hindoo Pcafantry, com­
pared with Peafanlry in other Countries.

We are not to imagine that the burden 
thus impoledon the great mafsof tire people, 
more elpecialiy the ufefulclafs of hulband- 
men, leaves a linallcr proportion of the 
fruits of their labour to fatisfy the ir own 
nccelfary wants, or indeed is, in any
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x*f_jH|Jwpe&, fo opprcffive to the peafantry as 

in other civs tiled parts of the world. In 
the freed: countries of Europe, Great Bri­
tain, Switzerland, the Netherlands, and the 
Pays d'Etafs of Frame, we believe the 
fhare left to the peafantry of the growth of 
the foil from their own indufirry, has never 
been reckoned more than from two thirds 
:o four fifths of the whole yearly produce. 
By the regulations of 'Tamerlane for all his 
‘Tartarian, Perfian, and Syrian dominions, 
from China to the Mediterranean fea, one 
third of the annual Crop, by common va­
luation, whether of the finer or courier 
articles of culture, was to be appropriated 
to fupport the efhtblifhed military Govern­
ment, and the remainder to fubfifl the 
Reyuts or defray the expence of cultiva­
tion, By the conflitutions of Sultan Selim, 
for the general adminiftration of his new 
concpaed: of Egypt, in 1516,  the lands, or 
native Tenantry, were afleffed chiefly m 
money, and by meafurement, one half of 
the grofs annual product of, it is true, an 
extraordinary luxuriant foil, either to main­
tain the feudal republican efhblifhment, 
with a {landing army in fubordination to
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the Turkifh lUfhaw, or to be remitted m 
treafure to the Porte, and in com to Mec­
ca, as an offering, to the holy Muffulrnau 
fee, and r the uenomination of the Min', 
or imperial tribute *k And in Siam, under a 
different dehorn i ration, the rule or But tat, 
by equal divifion pi' the yearly crops between 
Government and the peafautrv, is a fixed 
regulation tfUbluhed by ancient delpotic 
law or cuftona.

» The feudal republican eftablifhmcnt, confided 
of 24 foreign Beys, as many with Kojhefs, or lieu- 
tenants, for the 24 provinces of irgypt, c.nh 
of thefe poffelftug in property and feudal fub. 
ordination, an indefinite number of Afamt fobs, 
or Cifeaffta>i,Ge?>jtm, and Jibyffinian, (. hriftian haves, 
educated in Mahomitanifra, who formed the han­
ding militia, and fucceeded always by adoption, 
ability, or lavouritifm to the landed property and 
.. >fiices of their raaflers, until they attained the higheft 
p,: -nicy kmppg the r  ’j of ■ ' ’> ui Bel&ti, or chief 
of the country. The Handing army was compofed 
of 12 CO regular troops, chiefly infantry, divided 
into fevan Ojacis, or regiments, commanded by as 
many Kybahs, under the orders of the Bej& aw. The 
M .r i, for lower Egypt, in money, was fettled at 

M.dins per FcAan of ground, and for Said, or 
Bp ..r Egypt, 360,600 Ardcbs of wheat, according to 

1 , the uvea hire of that time.
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~ Whereas in Hindofhni, agreeable to die 

inlH unions of the E.nperor Akhar, imiver- 
fally adopted and invariably adhered to 
lince, whether we make the Jummabun-.y 
Nekdy, or Butt at, the bails tor calculation, 
it would feenri as if a medium had been 
ftruck of all the foregoing proportions efta- 
blifhed in other countries, to fix thole of 
the Moghul dominions, by defpoiic law and 
ufage, with wonderful moderation, at r>M 

fourth for the drear, or ihvereign pro­
prietor, and three fourths for the Reyul.y 
or immediate cultivators of the land.

If circumfhnces of climate and habit are 
taken into Consideration, theneceflirv wants 
of clothing, fuel and various diet, with all 
the conveniencies required by the inhabi­
tants of the colder regions, yet fo 1'cantily 
Supplied even by exceffive toil, from fandy 
barremiefs in many places, united to the 
effe& of inclement fealons in others, com­
paredwith the expediency of In dian n ken­
nels, under a fcorehmg fun, the lirnplielly 
of milk and vegetable food, enjoined by the 
ftroiigelf moral and religious precepts, the 
rank luxuriance of a foil yielding almoll
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fpontaneoufly a triple yearly fiarveft, and 
above all, a perpetual verdant pafture, of 
inch vafit extant' and richnefs as to lubixft 
by its flocks gratidtoufly without any fifcai 
charge, half the great body of the people ; 
then it muft be con felled that the propor­
tional alMment Hated as forming an appa­
rent mean, is m. reality the very extreme of 
financial moderation, and that inftead of 
three fourths, we may allow ieven eighths 
to be the lhare of annual territorial produce 
enjoyed by the Hindoo peasantry.

From verbal information on the fpot not 
vouched to be abfolutely correct, though 
perhaps fufficiently fo to convey a general 
idea of the matter of fa£t, the town of 
Kaicokor, P e r g : B h eierjkcily, Zem indary 

C hahur M bal, on the fruitful borders of the 
Colair L ake, Circar of .Kondapillec, contai­
ned, in 1783, one hundred families, of 
which eighty farming Bramins, in all about 
eight hundred fouls, paying to government 
as its due, under the denomination of a 
moiety of tb t product, two thoufand P a ­

godas yearly for 1000 Catties of the richeft 
arable ground in the C ircars. Of this
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fpace, only one fifth was in Cultivation, 
and yielded 2000 Candies of grain, valued at 
10,000 Pagodas, from which, after dedue- 

« t«ng the ftipuktef rent to tire date, and 
allowance of 14 per cent on the grofsre- 
ceipts to defray the cuftotnary charge of 
RuJJboms, Saver urns, &c., to Zemindars 
and leffier Officers, whole authority for ibme 
years pall hath been fufpended, 6600 Pa­
godas fihould remain to the huibandfnen.
The ufua! pay to the Pariahs, who are the 
common labourers, and employed lev mouths 
in tillage, or reaping the harvefls, is two 
Seer of Paddy per day each man, and one 
twentieth of the grain produced, diftributed 
amongfl them all, at the dole of the feafon; 
being about 4 Rupees per month for half 
the year for each perfon, at the ufual cal­
culation of 3 for every Catty of ground; and 
which, together with the price of half a 
Candy of feed grain required for the fame 
fquare meafiire, make the total expence of 
the cultivated lands 4100, leaving a cleat- 
profit to the farmers of 2500pagodas, as the 
maintenance of oxen for the plough is 
otherwife gratuitoufly provided for by the 
indulgent Sovereign. Now, belides the re-
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vdiving harveil income of thefe villagers*
•hey derived, a gain of about 1200 pagodas 
more, the yearly produce'in Ghee, andnu- 
naerary increafe of 600 milch cows, pas­
tured on the remainder of the land in 
tenancy, fubjeft to no afleffmeut, while it 
was notorious that, the Brahmin families, 
forming three fourths of the whole popula­
tion of the place, and there, as well as 
over the red of ] findodan, generally 
fpealdag, the moil voluptuous and extra­
vagant in their diet, draw half their fub- 
futence from butter milk, or the very 
fqueezings of the dairy, after having con­
verted, without the help of alchymy, the 
more fubftantiai laitage into dill more dm* 
i^antiai gold.

It may be urged that it is not the 
great raafs of the people, t-wo millions four 
hundred ninety-nine thoufand nine hundred 
and thirty, out of tzvo millions and a half, 
the fuppoftd total enumeration of fouls 
exiding in the drears, that are objeds of 
confidenttion, as likely to be oppreded or 
deprived of their rights in realizing to the 
public treafury the territorial rental levied
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the Reyuts, in the name and bchafr 

of Government, and dated as its due, 
but it is a dais of feventy Zemindars, 
who, being called landholders, mud there­
fore be fo in fad, agreeable to European 
ideas of feudal tenures; or elfe, being 
ignorantly filled Rajah, or Hindoo Princes*, 
mud be allowed an original hereditary 
right, not only to the proprietory occu­
pancy of the land, but alfo to exercife 
tyrannical uncontroled authority over the 
perfons and property of the bulk of the 
inhabitants, who virtually, or in contem­
plation of law, are fobjeft to the fove- 
reignty, difmembered from the Moghul 
empire, The very proportion is fo pal­
pably abfurd and erroneous in its principle, 
that it feems impoffible to exprefs it in any 
terms of language which do not at the 
fame time convey a felt-evident refutation, 
and exp^le the fallacy both of prernifes and 
conelufion : yet, in delicacy to the public 
opinions, and as the legiflators of India in 
Great Britain feem rather inclined to adopt

*  ASiual proprietors of the foil . Vide order for the 
B a h a r fettlemenv.

s

" ' ' ' - I
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the popular belief, though in their wifdom 
they -have not thought proper to alter one 
of the mod ancient fundamental maxims 
of policy in the Enfi, by creating great in­
termediate proprietors of land on the foot­
ing of freeholders, copyholders, or feuda­
tories of Europe, otherwife than bv tem­
porary Jageets to the officers or penfionefs 
of Government* fo we (hall dill only for­
mal! j  fuppofe the exidance of fucli a de- 
fcription of men under the appellation of 
Zemindars, for the hike of a dtred pofltive 
denial'of the fad, and of the truth of the.

| inference deduced from it, implying an 
unwarrantable oppreffive infringement of 
individual privileges *. This iiibied has 

* already been irregularly difeuded in dide­
rent preceding parts of the analyfis, and 
it teems only neceffary here to bring all 

: the arguments ufed by reference into one
conceded point of view.

It hath been aliened, and we prefume

* The operation of Sir John Shore’s and Mr. Law’s 
M; urrery plan, if fau&ioncd by Parliament, will 
eflsfeHm over Brltifh India litis hypothetical fyilem of 
injnftice and oppreffion.
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on grounds admitting of politicaM ^ 

demonftration, that no tribe of Hindoo 
land-holders, jointly or fever ally within 
the drears, or the whole of them collec­
tively, under whatever denomination, ex­
cepting the ancient Rajahs o f the country, 
which have been particularized as deice n- 
dants of the royal family of Qrijjh or Ga- 
geputty, have, in right, firm , or fadt, the 
fmalleft pretenftons to any territorial pro­
perty beyond the extent of their fpeeified 
official domains, called Savcrum, making 
fcarcely one twentieth part of the local 
civil jurifdidlion committed to their ma­
nagement by the fovereign proprietory 
government.

ill. The private right of an exten- 
live landholding could only be acquired by 
con quell, royal grant, hereditary or pre- 
feriptive tenure, of free or feudal polfef- 
lion ; and it is notorious that every Ze~ 
mindary title is the moll limited and pre­
carious in its nature, depending on the ar­
bitrary will of the loweil provincial dele­
gates ; equivalent to a Ample leafe in te>- 
nancy, fubjedl to annual renewals ; and,

s 2
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t j  ^vvithiti the period of Britifh rule can. oe tra­

ced to the fame bale and recent;origin, which 
generally diftinguifhes the ipurious claim 
of farm ers-occupant themfelves to family 
preeminence from birth, or to the enjoyruent 
of a large territorial income in prejudice 
of the Prince’s neceffary undifputed regal 
dues.

2nd. The form of fuch Sunnuds or De- 
rcvanny patents as conftitute the Defmeoks 
or Zemindars official col left or s of the re­
venue, with inferior civil powers, at the 
fame time that it afeertains the extent of 
their petty freehold eftates, (free of all 
taxes) appropriated for family fubiiftencc 
•within c m b local jurifcliction, determines 
fpecitically or comparatively, if we may 
be allowed to make ufe of an Kuropeaii 
term, the unequal!Red villcnagc to the 
fovereign or his feudal representative ; of 
the greater portion of laud in occupancy, *

* Mr. Grant applies this analogy exclusively to the 
Zemindar's relation to the fovereign ; but it may apply 
inciiifively to all Britifh India, if the Macurrery plan 
is fandioned by Parliament; for all the Reyuts of In­
dia, to whom the fixt proportion of one fmrth of die
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^risT as well as the llavilh dependance of the 

Hindoo landholder, for the whole of his 
uncertain tenure on the lordly Muiiulnv.n 
Jageerdar or Autnil. That the jpoftefibrs 
of fiich inferior grants Ibould be. reluctant 
now in producing their refpe&ive deeds, 
under the prevalence of a delulive idea 
which magnifies their relative importance, 
is perfectly natural ; but that the rights 
and Privileges of fubjeds, as derived from 
government, ftioukl fo frequently be agi­
tated, and to this day acknowledged to be 
matters wholly undefined, or of the greateft 
doubt; and that yet the only fine, eafy, 
and Ample mode of difeovering the truth, 
by a critical examination of Sunnuds, fhould 
be negieded, appears altogether extraor­
dinary and unaccountable.

3rd. In point of fact the 1110ft conclufive 
evidence offers itfelfof the fovereign claim 
to the landlord’s (hare of yearly territorial

produce was the quit rent fur their Heritable Pot tub, 
are rendered, by the new plan, ViUa 'nn regardant, and are 
totally disfranchifed. Vide Riling Refources of Bengal, 
page 84, qudiion and anfwers by Sir J ,  Short and 
Mr. Law.
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produce, and that the whole body of Ze­
mindars were from the beginning, and are 
ftlll to be, confrdered firrtply as intermediate 
agents for the ftate, to realize the fhipu- 
lated fent of the peafantry. This doftrine 
forms incontrovertibly the ground-work 
of the paft and actual fyflem of finance 
throughout all the diflevereo meinlxis of 
the Moghul empire; it is praideabiy enfor- 
ced every where by the Pnuce, acknow­
ledged or acquiefced in by the Hindoo land­
holders them/elves, and notormjly nfpetled by 
the Reyuis univerlally, as the foundation of 
their Magna Charta, from its afcertaining the 
proportion of the produce of the foil railed 
by their labour, which is invariably to be 
paid for the public for vice. Accordingly 
it may be clearly traced in the letter and 
fpirit of the original inii.rumerits conlerring 
inveftiture, delcribiug the nature, local ex­
tent, and the powers of Zemlndary offices; 
as well as in the annual Cowle, bellowing 
the temporary management of the revenue 
on the fame general permanent agents ; it 
is manifefted in the ever-cuilomary afts of 
government, at plealure or for mal-admi- 
nlftration, of fufpendbg their authority as



■ ' e<%x ■..... . ,—~yV\ s^yIII i,, <SL
collectors, and depriving them altogether 
of territorial jurifdidlion, with its affigned 
advantages, but in moil cafes with the 
allowance of Saverum or Jubfiftenee in land, 
then transferring their employments, offi­
cial rights and privileges to others, in per­
petuity or for a time.

4th, It is finally demonflrated by the te­
nor of the Muchulca, or written obligation 
of the Zemindars, to difeharge faithfully 
the trufts repofed in them, otherwife im­
plicitly acquiefcing iti the jufttee of fuf- 
penfion, or entire exoneration, and never 
requiring, at any time, in the nature of ter­
ritorial property, beyond the extent of their 
Saverum, but always bound to account with 
the trealury for the laid Daum collected 
throughout the remainder of their local 
jurifdidions conilrultively or politiveiy by 
royal authority; and though they fhoilid 
defraud, by general abflraft or falfe ftate- 
rnents of receipts and dilburfements, they 
never can nor ought to ftiperfede the fove- 
reign’s right to enter into detail, to relume 
defalcations, and curtail unueceffary Se~ 
bwndy or exorbitant Mofufftt expences of the
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Circar or 'late, and this is the only extent 
to which public invefligatioii fhould now 
go, and economical reform tend, in order 
to reduce the emoluments of intermediate 
agents to the primitive, legal, and equitable 
ftandard of Rujboms and Save rum, virtually 
as well as in form.

Having (hewn that this decreafed allow­
ance, in itfelf and in equity, cannot be called 
an. infringment on the natural rights of In­
dian landholders, how far it may be fuf- 
ficient and adequate in policy to their 
Situation in the country, can only be truly 
afeertained by eftimating their character, 
wants, and relative circumftnnces. In ad­
dition to what has been already oblerved on 
this topic, it is inconteftible that the moil 
voluptuous Hindoo in the country, of 
whatever denomination, (without a flagrant 
deviation from every good principle, mo­
ral and religious, be profefies, and the ob- 
fervance of which conftitute him a va­
luable fubjedt of inoffenlive maimers and 
virtuous fimplicity,) cannot in his own 
pcrfon. houfe, equipage, drefs, and pro­
per family fubfiftence, exceed in his ex-
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peaces, on the fcale of the high eft rank, 
from too to 1000 rupees monthly; while 
a Zemindars legal allotment of about ten 
per cent out of the public revenue, to­
gether with certain other pecuniary and 
contingent advantages, not only amply pro­
vide for all Inch neceffary charges, but are 
confiderably more than fufficient to defray 
all thole of ufelefs luxury, pernicious ex­
travagance, and alfo the empty pageantry 
of retinue and outward Ihow, ever indul­
ged in, and affe&ed by the richeft or moll 
debauched landholders, before they are 
tainted with a Ipirit of extraordinary re- 
fradorinefs, or of ambition, fo common 
anaongft this order of men in India, toraife 
felf-defpotic indepeudance on the ruins of 
eftabiifhed conftitutional authority. From 
thefe, and a variety of moral and phyfrcal 
catrfes, in their died not peculiar to Bin- 
doftan, any excefs of wealth enjoyed for a 
while by thefe people, mu ft ultimately and 
inevitably be diverted into one or all of 
the three following channels, equally per­
nicious to the ftate.

ift. Secret hoard of treafure, let apart

I f  x j S * '
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for the purpofes of chicanery or fuperhi- 
tion, withdrawn from the public hock of 
currency, never to return again into circu­
lation, unlefs by violence or chance.

a. A profufeexpence to purchafe popularity, 
in retaining a number of licentious Brah­
mins, vagrant Fakeers7 and ufelefs depen­
dants ; or a vilible or concealed train of 
fcildiers, for the certain unequivocal pur- 
pol: of iubverting that. government which 
hath thus railed and nurtured the native 
ferpent of rebellion in its bolbm.

3. Or la Uy, r. dtng,rousfuperfluity which,
If neglected, through ignorance or defign, 
to be drawn by authorized taxation into the 
public coders of the hate, will moh af- 
furedly become a pre to miniherial agency, 
either in the way of private exaction, or 
in purchafing re millions, privileges, and 
power, JiredUy or indire&ly by corrupt in­
fluence, not otherwile to be guarded againft 
even in the golden age of the moh virtuous 
Societies, than by leflening or removing the 
evil of temptation.
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C H A P .  XHI.

A  conclfe Abfrncl of the Revenues, and frau­
dulent Alienations, In Bengal, at the Mo­
ment of the Jquifition f  the Dewannce 
in 1765

M a LGOOZART Tehfel Koo'l, or net 
collections levied from Zemindars, &c.,
farmers of royal rents, by immediate of­
ficers of Government or mercantile favou­
rites, in Bengal, on the acquifition of De- 
•waniry in 1765, including the manufactured 
produce of fait lands, eftimated at a medi­
um of the, yearly dales ; the whole to ferve 
as a regular ftandard of companion to rate 
the dear annual receipts of the public Ex­
chequer, palled under the fame heads of 
account, at lpecificd various periods, from 
that time forward to uth April 1784.

* Extra&ed from Mr. Grant' Analyfis of ilie Re­
venues of Bengal, fecond period, entitled Aboab Scu- 
ladary.
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- y i. Ceded lands, Malgoozary, of the three 

diftri&s, Burdwan, Calcutta, Chittagong, 
clear of all charges, as improved from 
i 760, when acquired, to 1765, under the
Company - - - 58-565J 5

2. Dcwanny, comprehend­
ing- the remaining territory of 
the Souhah, under 26 heads of 
Mn&/ and one of Sair, as raced 
from 1763 to 1765, or fub- 
fequently realized by Govern ­
ment - ‘ - - ~ 2,42,86097

3, Salt lands of Noondcep, 
feparated from two former di- 
vifions of territory, in the 
proportion of one third ceded, 
and two thirds Dewanny,, ac­
cording to the produce of the 
whole, from the annual fale,
28 lacks titaunds of fait, brought 
to credit of Government un­
der the fingle head Baity, Keff- 
yet, Feroojh, Nemuck, after
1780 - 16,60,000

Total net real and eftima-
ted Malgoozary afleflineni of

'
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^  ^ le  whole Soubah, as levied 

by the immediate officers of 
Government at the moment
of the acquifition of the D c~--------- -
wanny in 1765 - r * 3,180^:6x2

This fum is exclufive of 
the following countries, and 
rental recently incorporated 
in the general ftatements of 
Bengal, now fingly under con- 
fideration.

1. Midnapore ceded diftrift
of Orijfa, rated 1765 - - 17 lacks

2. Bagbelpoor, containing 
the province Motigeer 8270
fquare miles, difmembered f
from Bahar fince 1773, and 
annexed with large unprofi­
table countries of Ramgur 
and Palamow, fingle territo­
ry, &c. at a rental - * 5 lacks

3. Soubah Bahar, remain­
ing feven Circars, exclufive 
of Jagsers, five lacks and
charges - - • 6z£ lacks

4. Sair duties of .Panchout- 
rah and Budrucka colle&ed in
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^ ^ ^ ^ P a f n a  fincc 1773”, introduced 

among receipts of the Board 
Calcutta - - - "zl  lacks

Total Maigoozary of Soubah 
Bahar - . - 70 lacks
Making, with Bengal, a territory yielding 
4 crores 2 lacks ficca rupees, if the com­
panion was drawn for all the three pro­
vinces as ufually exhibited in the Bundahujl.

Having thus Hated the net unappro­
priated revenue of Bengal to have been 3 
crores 18 lacks, the next progreffive flep 
is to afeertaift what hath been alienated in 
prejudice to the fovereign right, on pre­
tence of defraying expence of collection and 
fupporting the dignity and the authority of 
internal government, clafled under the 
head of appropriated territorial rejburces, 
though they are the charges denominated 
MojuJJd Zemmdarjy or ordinary eltablifli- 
merit of interior management, diftimfl 
from the civil and military difburfements in­
troduced, and folely incident to the Britifh 
Government General, termed more cor­
rectly, Suddcr or extraordinary.
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On the Mofuffil Zemindary.

It is inconteftible that a fuffieient film 
Was made jKharijc, or fet apart from the 
Khalfa and Jageer portions, for the pur- 
pole of defraying the financial charges.
We fliall difimguifh each of thefe charges.

i. Tehjil Sirlngamy, or collections on ac­
count of charges: thefe proceeded entirely 
from the Khalfa portion of the country, 
and collected by Aboabs, or as an addition 
to the Aufil Jumma in 1783-4; the clear 
Malgoozary Jummabundy fettled in behalf 
of Government continuing almofi: precifely 
at the fame reduced original ftandard of one 
crore 92 lacks, left for the TejhelSeringamy,
(after accumulation of Dewanny courts 
and Sebundy, See.) 64 lacks of rupees.

N. JB. In this calculation the charges of 
manufacturing fait and collection of the 
cufioms, forming together 24I lacks, ana 
always deducted from the grofs receipts of 
both in the abfrradt annual rent-rolls, is fet 
againft the Hilaries and allowances of about

' Goi x
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I 1 &  gentlemen, fervants of the C o m p a rS L  
employed in all the branches of the reve­
nue department, and whole eftablifhment 
being extraneous to the Moghul fyftern, 
fliouid form no article in a fair comparative 
view of the finances of Bengal prior to the 
Dewanny, unlefs one fe veilth of the amounf, 
or 3 1 lacks, fhall be Bated, being- the inade­
quate allowance of 44 of thefe gentlemen 
in fifteen colleftorfhips, who have not a 
fhadow o f that power heretofore annexed 
to a greater number: Fougedary and Zelah- 
darry Mufulman rcfidencies diBributed in 
like manner formerly through the country, 
with fuller ciKcl in executing the duties 
o f their ftation *.

* Collectors at prefent, by the new fyfiem, have 
extended, but inconliftent, duties; as collector lie has ju- 
rifdiCtion in Maht caufes; he has civil jurifdiCtion in 
all caufes of property, under the name of judge o f the 
Dcivanny adaulet; he has criminal jurifdiCtion in petty 
offences, and, I fuppofe, he is to be jullice of the 
peace; all thefe are extra duties of the collectors of the 
revenue: they are calculated for the purpofes of re­
venue more than for the purpofes o f fubftantial juftice.
In Mahl or revalue caufes the Board of Revenue is the 
court of appeals : other checks are lefs obvious.
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^^Sf^Thefe 64 lacks muft have excited in fur- 

plus of the B  undob uft Te/hkhees of CoJJim 
Ali, and of the djrninifhed Jummabundy of 
the following year ; for not an individual 
is employed, nor an article of incidental 
expence now incurred, excepting the mo­
derate falaries to i nd i fptnfable Brit i (h agents, 
that was not chargeable to government in 
the mod: economical periods of Moghul fo- 
vercign-y, and therefore though the unap­
propriated and appropriated public fupplies 
of the prefent time fall Ihort infinitely of 
their inoft ancient ifandard, the defalcation 
is to be entirely placed to account of t he 
unappropriated refources, involved in the 
firfi: reduced fettlement, at the acquifition 
of the Dewanny.

This has been authenticated in other 
parts of this analyfis; and alfo in Mr. Fran­
cis' plan of iettlement, page 90 : the Rcyuts 
account of rent in the Zemindary regifter, 
there adduced as a proof of the burthen 
impofed on the country, may here apply 
to ihj w the exattions .of Zemindars op~ 
preflive to peafantry, to be alfo unjuft to 
the fovereign,

r

• __■
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Other examples occur in the ceded dif~ 

t rifts, Bur divan, Calcutta, Chittagong.

z. Kharije Jumma, or rental of lands 
alienated prior to the lafi: corrected Aufil 
T’oomary of Jaffier Khan, as an ample main­
tenance.of inferior native officers employed 
in collections, and for the charitable flip- 
port of Brahmins, with the religious eita- 
blifhment of Hindoos, which have been lb 
fraudulently abided by the neglect of Go­
vernment, that if not relumed, and abfo- 
lutely limited, mult, in the end, abforb 
the molt productive territorial funds of the 
hate. .

Lands thus alienated are diftlngulfhed in­
to C baker an and Bauzee Zemeen.

I. Chakeran. Territorial aliigument for 
fubordinate f  tv ants of fill denominations 
and ranks in the Soubah, viz. Nancar and 
Khanchbarry, to the whole or the greater 
part of Zemindaren, Cauonguan, Mokudde- 
man, Putwarean, Pick an, Moiimgcan, 
Rakberan, forming together 450,000 indi­
viduals, Muffulmen and Hindoos, era-
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ykJjjfioyed  in the department: of the finance.

In all parts of Hindoftan thefe feveral 
claftes, excepting Zemindars and Mofun- ■
Eus> which are peculiar to Bengal and 
Orijfa, were paid generally by a R.uf- 

foom commtifion, or per-cartage, on the 
amount of their colle&ions, either in mo­
ney or kind, or they received a Mojhaireh 
or monthly allowance, in the natu re of wa­
ges, for fervices performed ; but in Bengal 
ample provision has been made in free land, 
entirely Separated from, and ft ruck out of, 
the original rent roll, probably from the 
time of the Afgean Kings, whole regula­
tions in this refpect were adopted by the 
Moghul government.

The Aumeens in 1777, in the parts to 
which they were deputed, (fcarcetwo thirds 
of the area of the Soubaĥ  inciufive of Burd- 
wan,) afcertained iof lacks Begas to be 
appropriated, rent free, to the Chakeran, 
exelulive of Nancar, Zemindarm, and Put- 
ware an, not afcertained; but thefe alone, at 
only i f rupee per Bega, amount to 15$ 
lacks.

T  2
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2. The Haw-zee Zemeen., or certain laddl*.J

let apart for various tiles, comprehends tli« 
greater portion of fraudulent alienations-

The Muifulmen, fo far from tolerating,
■ taxed Idolatry ; and even in Akkads mild 
government charity lands were a fecret in­
dulgence ; but whatever were the periods,,, 
or extent of thefe alienations, according 
to the con ftitu cion of India, they are null 
and void, and returnable; tire amount 
in the above-mentioned limited furvey of 
Aurnsens in 1777, amounted 1:0 45! lacks of 
Begas, valued at 67I lacks.

The aggregate of the Chabran and lit aw- 
zee Zemeen of the Kharije Jumma appears. 
55! lacks, and fhould yield a net rental ru­
pees 83I lacks.

But 30,148 fquare miles were not in­
cluded in the Aumeeti inveftigntion, they 
on the lame proportion would contain 18 f 
lacks of Begas, value rupees 27! lacks.

Alfo theNancar to Zemindars was omitted, 
which alfo, calculated at 7I per cent, on
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Aujil Jumma I ’oomary, will make 7 

lacks of Bega rupees, io§ lacks.
'

Therefore, fuppofing the total of the 
Kharije Jumrnâ  to be 8 11 lacks of Begets, 
it yields 1214 lacks of rupees. This may 
be verified by another calculation, by pro­
portioning the better-known alienations of 
tile ceded territory to thole of the whole
Souhab.

The difi-riels of Burdwan, Calcutta,t 
Chittagong, forming a ninth of Bengal, 
after various ferutinies, being .found to con i 
tain in Chakeran and Btrwzee Zemeen Begat 
1,176898, the proportionate id'uIt fir the 
entire country would be at lead one crore 
of Begds, producing yearly 1 1  crore ficcr 
rupees.

In like manner the amount of the two 
general heads, Tehjtl Seringamy and Kharije 
Jummdy being rents or lands fraudulently 
alienated, fhew the appropriated resources 
to be 1 crore 85 lacks rupees, which added 
to the net Malgoozary revenue, dated before 
on the acquiiitkm of the Dewanny, makes
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the total. Kham JVoJhol, or grofs receipt, an­
nually railed on the people, to be 5 crores 
3 lacks ficca rupees; and when the grofs 
rental of Bahar, with the Chucklah of Mid- 
nap&re in Orifia, are addcd̂  to the account, 
the him will not fall flaoit of 6 crores 30 
lacks.

C H A P .  XIV.

BcduMion from accurate Inxejligaiion.

*W .E may now exhibit a (ketch of what 
might, with probability of general benefit, 
be incurred on account of MofujJU Zemin- 
day charges of collection of every denomi­
nation, of police for the prefervation of the 
public peace, by an adequate militia, and 
of the moft ample Brahmmical eftablifh- 
ment, whether avowed or fecret, for the 
purpofes of the religion of the natives. 
Suppofe the Soubah compoled of 400 Eab- 
tttnan or Zcmindary junfdiftions, in'clufivc
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or 1 ,600 Purgmmahs, having each a Canon- 
gw, and with an equal number of Pittwarees>
25,000 villages, containing each 60 houfes, 
of rather Ids than feven perfons, to make 
the affirmed population of ten millions of 
fouls fcattered through its territories, in all 
its dinaenfiom of 91,000 fquare Britifh 
miles, of which 72,000 productive; then 
the three orders of iuperior native officers, 
neceflary, as above Hated, for the internal 
management of the finances, would be en­
titled to r41 percent, on the grofs receipts; 
-—28,000 Berkandazes and Subundy troops 
chiefly in the frontier diftridls, with a iub- 
fifiance to each of 12 Begas in free land, 
affiened over at the moderate value of one 
rupee per Bega; — 50,000 pikes, forming 
a relief of fiationary village Peons, every 
where indifpenfably neceflary, and main­
tained on an allotment of 10 Begas of 
ground to each individual — 45,000 Mo~ 
lungees, being the prefumed original num­
ber of fait manufacturers, polled! tg for 
their fupport 4 Begas individually, belides 
a rupee per Menfem in rice, or money for 
their half year’s labour, with a furpius of 
2$ lacks of rupees;' or Pool and. Bherybandy
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Khurch  ̂ will make the total Mo- 

fuffd Zemindary expences (as probably fet­
tled ia i 722) rather more than 25. per cent. , 
or 36 kicks, Oil the rent-roll of that period j 
being the Aujjtl Jumma Toomary of Jaffier 
Khan.

And if under Bawzee Zctmsn we allow 
20 Begas of the richeft land to be fet apart 
for the religious maintenance of each Brah­
min, admitting two to each village, con- 
lequently a legion of 50,000 for the whole 
country, the whole unappropriated funds 
for necel/iary diftmrfemeius will be 46 lacks 
ficca rupees.

Though the collection of Smihahdary 
Aboabs fmee eftablifhed on the original af- 
feffment cannot be attended with extraor­
dinary charge, while levied rate ably by the 
Zemindary jurisdictions, yet, in fadt, near 
p § per cent, additional hath been incurred 
under the head Mufcoorat, on account of 
thole newly-accumulated knpofts, or of 
more extenlive agency; to which being 
added one third of expenditure for a like 
increafe 111 the quantity of fait manufactured
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\j^2Sitt annually confuroecl, together with | |  
lacks more to anfwer all farther contingen­
cies, the total of charges will be 56 lacks, 
leaving a clear revenue to the fovercign 
from the Soulah intire of 4 crores 47 lacks: 
—thus, fuppofing a Zemlndary deficiency 
of 1 crore 29 lacks from the net Malgoo~
%ary of .1171, bolides a farther reduction 
of 1 crore 26 lacks on that fettlementr, in 
11:72, including together a politive unac­
countable returnable yearly defalcation of 
at leaf! 2 crores rupees.

Deduction from Hypothecs.

If I offered a calculation on hypothelis 
I lhould go farther, and affign to Bengal 
an area of 90,000 Britifh fquare miles, of 
which one fifth hilly, jungly, barren *, one 

fifth moftly unproductive, laying under 
water, towns, highways, woods, and plea* 
furable waftes ;■ two fifths rich common 
pafturage, with plantations altogether ex­
empted from taxation ; and the remainder 
one fifth alone in cultivation, liable to the 
rents of territorial proprietory government 
at the eifablilhed rate of the Rebba> or one
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fourth of the grofs produce of 18,000 
Square miles, each of 1936 Begas, which, 
at a medium of the value of the 2 4  per- 
gunnahs, i f  rupees per Bega, fhouldyield, 
exciunve of fait profits, but including the 
foregoing colleftion for charges, a revenue 
of 5 crorcs 22 lacks'72000 licca rupees.

General Reflections on the relative Circum- 
flances of Great Britain and Britifh India,

In/lead of appearing to me extraordinary,
I fhould rather be furprifed at fo fmall a 
revenue, when Great Britain, not fo popu­
lous in the fame extent, inclufive of land 
t:a.x, yields a rental of 20 millions, fup- 
pofed to be only one fourth realized by the 
tenantry, which is nearly four times the 
above eflimated lovereign’s revenue of 
Bengal: but the .relative wealth of nations 
depends on the wants of people and the 
fnrplus produce of their labour beyond in­
ternal confumption for foreign (ale.

An Hindoo who at the end of the year 
can fave two rupees from the proceeds of 
his mduflry, rated at 100 ill the market,
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Is richer than an Engli/lman who, after in­
curring two 11 lilliugs a day for perfonal 
expence, fhould be able to lay by a profit 
of two guineas from his whole eftimated 
labour of ioo,

Befides this, where foil is fertile, indo­
lence int'reafes; and in Bengal indolence is 
increafed by climate and religion; two 
fifths being pafturage untaxed, though it 
brings nothing to the Rate, gives much to 
the people and workmen, being confined 
by Caj} or Tribe to particular profeflions, 
are mere journeymen, without capital, and 
depending annually for advances, which 
muft be in proportion to the extra demand, 
combine to make the retources for a fund 
of opulence, comparatively fmall to thofe 
of the wefteni hemifphere.

The confideration of the drains of fpecie 
is alarming to many; but when we know 
that for twenty- five years iucceffi vely a 
crore went to Delhi which never returned 
but circuitoufly by commerce; and al­
though the Reports of 1 773 Rate 5 crores
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being; exported from 1757 to .1763, yet the 
influx isi that period was a crore of fjpeeie.
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Among the moft ferious ms flakes of 
European philofophers and flare linen are, 
iff, Such as occur in confidering the na­
ture, extent, and influence of the trade of 
Bengal refpe&ively to the internal prof* 
perity of the country, or its foreign inte- 
refts fubfervient to the views of the pro­
tecting power of Britain-—ad, A iuppofi- 
tion of the exiftan.ee of a great comparative 
flock of labour applicable to agriculture or 
manufactures, requiring a proportionate 
quantity of circulating fpecie, in addition 
to the large capital neceflary for annual 
reproduction, and capable of confide table 
increail by accumulation of profit — 3d,
The condemnation of the Company’s pre- 
fent mercantile fy flem as ruinous in draw­
ing any, or lo large a portion of furplus 
manufatiured produce, inftead of the ancient 
greater pecuniary tribute.

1. The commerce of Bengal is of the 
fimpleft kind-; the hufbandmen, to make 
good a moderate demand for cultivated
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carry the furplus to market, where " 

it is diftribated on two branches of inland 
trade; the one fumifhiag the neceflarles of 
life to the rich, the other affording the 
raw materials for that part of the inhabi­
tants who are manufacturers.

The total pecuniary valuation of this 
commerce has varied in its ancient ftandard 
from three great events; the diicovery of 
American mines; the paifageof the Cape of 
Good Hope; and the diffolution of the 
MoiTulman empire of Bejapoor. The nt- 
moll; we can allow, from a verification from 
five years medium, ending 1785, of the 
Cuflorn- liQufe rated collection for the grofs 
trade of the Soubah, docs not exceed 6§ 
crores ficca rupees, which, after its two? • 
fold diflribution internally, may be fulv. 
divided into,

1, Articles of prime rre- 
ceffityrice, grain, ike., oil 
carried to inland market for 
home confumption, about
one twentieth exported - - 2 crores

2. Articles of fecond ne» 
ceffity; fait, beetle, iugar,

■ g°5 x
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l^ p M P ir i s ,  iron, chinatn, hemp, 
lack, paper, all for internal 
confumption, except i fifth 
exported in fait, opium, in- 
digo, and laltpetre - - , C. 20 iacks

3. Articles of luxury; 
aw filk, cotton, filk manu­

factured, including; price of 
iaw materials and labour,
2 thirds for exportation to
lae ape, x crore 60 lacks,
and 60 lacks to gulph, coafts,
and iflands, in Indian leas;
leaving lor home confix mp-*
non 1 cmre 10 lacks - - 3 C. 30 lacks

The influence of fijch commerce in fe- 
cunng, with political certainty, internal 
prosperity, as well as the liberal foreign 
pmte&ion of Great Britain, will appear 
bdi after the following obfervations on the 
next heads*

2. The. fuppofition of a great compara­
tive ftock of labour in agriculture and ma-
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nufailures, requiring a proportionate quan­
tity of circulating fpecie,

Take the land in tillage in the courfe of 
the year, thirty-five millions fmalleft Re~ 
yutty Begas, of which one third only, on a 
medium, is in culture in either of the three 
feafons, Khereef, Rubbi, Bhadovy—we mult 
reckon for every twenty-five Begas one la­
bouring farmer with a family of five per- 
fons, of all ages and fixes, will make the 
aggregate peasantry, including manufac­
turers, 8,400,000 in the total of ten mil­
lions of fouls. The total produce, eftima- 
ted at 6 rupees per Bega, will amount to 
20 crores rupees, being beyond the qua­
druple of the larged: afligned rental to Go­
vernment; to this add 3 crores for work 
of manufacturers, with rearers of filk 
worms, the total value of the induflry of 
the country is no more than 24 crores of 
rupees for all the objects of fubfiitence, 
revenue, and commerce.

The quantity of fpecie required, is for 
the purpofes of commerce, the manufac­
turer and hulbandman having little ufe of
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this commerce, as above ftated, 6f crores, 
and of this, near 5! crores, excluiive of the 
amount of fair md fait revenue, fhould be 
received yearly into the public exchequer, 
but is not fo long withheld, nor does it 
depend wholly on the three local fubdivi- 
fions of the Fujillec or harvefl feafon, for 
the receipts come in by monthly inftall- 
ments, to re-iflue by the monthly diiburfe- 
roents of Government; and the Exche­
quer receipts, thus abforbing five fixtfas of 
the furplns product of the foil, we may 
fafely conclude that the circulating capital 
in ipecie is made to perform at leaft three 
revolutions annually, and that the fum 
actually required for current ufe, probably 
never exceeded 2 crores 20 lacks, or about 
one third of the whole value of exchange­
able commodities fold in the courie of the 
year.

When Cojftm All re-coined annually, the 
amount, eftimated by the duty of 2 per cent, 
paid, appears not to have exceeded x f crore.

If the circulating wealth he thus limited,
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how much more fo will the profitable ca­
pital of an nua! rep rod u <51 ion be

Cattle bellig fed gratmtoully, ten yoke 
of oxen, fufficient for the threefold culti­
vation of too Begas of land, may be pur- 
chafed throughout Bengal for 40 rupees, one 
fifth more of that fum will provide ploughs,
&c\ The feed is faved from annual produce, 
and for the whole country does not exceed 
20 lacks*, fuppofe 14 ciores to be the ag­
gregate wages of labour for the year, at 
iy  to 18 rupees, to each individual of all 
ages, furnifhed by 35,000 Mokeedenmn 
Reyuts, or chiefs of inferior Reyuis; yet 
as this fum is paid in provifion daily, or 
proportionate to the return of the triple an­
nual harvefr, by monthly mftallments, fo 
the amount in advance never can exceed 
one twelfth of the total in money or kind, 
we are certainly within bounds in clima­
ting the whole dock employed, or nccef- 
fary in agriculture, at lefs than i§ crore 
rupees, in the outlay of which the farmers 
are more than amply repaid by the profits 
of free pafturage.
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In trnnu failures the capital neceHary, 

and ufually employing the whole mduftry 
1 pared from agriculture, will be found Ids 
In proportion than what hath been, affigned 
to the greater diviflou of agricultural la- • 
hour; all the raw (ilk produced in the 
country, and chiefly for foreign exporta­
tion, may be valued, prime eoft, at 50 
lacks, but of this turn fcarcely one thirtieth 
part can he laid out in the purchafe of Co- 
coons, or rucle material .in its original mer- 
cable ft ate, arid being advanced at dif­
ferent times of the year, according to the 
iucceffive Buns, or crops, varying in num­
ber from three to fix of the mulberry and 
produdt of the worm, the amount re­

st gj quired in any given peiiod becomes ex­
tremely imall, and will probably be re­
turned in tale to the dr ft dealer, before bis 
flock can be employed in a fecund opera­
tion. Again, the labour of winders, con- 
limiting the remainder of the price, is 
only paid in monthly wages, and, for the 
moft part, turned to profit in courle of the 

. f iatne ftiort interval, while all the offices 
and implements of work required through­
out Bengal for this particular occupation,
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y&nfr- exclusive of the Company’s factories, with 

more recent filature bull dinsrs, cannot ex- 
ceed a lack : fothat, perhaps, the trading 
ftc.ck eonftantly employed in the whole of 
this fpecies of manufacture, until k  falls 
into the hands of the great foreign ex­
porter, who is often in advance for the 
whole yearly produce, may reafonably be 
eftimated under ten lacks of rupees.

In like manner in all the Cppafs, Karp 
or Kerpas. being the Hindoo?, Bengalee, j 
Shanjcrit, and Arabic terms tiled indifcri- 
minately for cotton in its rude ft Hat e, with 
feed of native growth, in two unequal 
yearly harvefts, may be four lacks of 
Mmnds ; which j when clea n fed and draft- 
led for lale, after lofing three fourths of 
its original grofis weight, will ftili fetch at 
the firft market, under the changed deno­
mination, of Rap, Pomba, and the Arabic 
Keten, about 1 2 lacks of rupees; and to 
this may be added fix, or a third more, for 
the value of what is annually imported 
from Surat, but chiefly from Mirzapore, 
in the Zemindary of Benares; requiring to­
gether a capital of eighteen lacks for the

v 2
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foil purchafe of rude materials ufed in all 
the valuable cloth manufactures of Bengal, 
whether for home confumption or foreign 
exportation : the quantity of cotton thus 
employed is, however, always bought by, 
or delivered out in infinite detail to, the 
Kettcnees, or (pinners, and generally in pro ­
portion to their monthly work, which is at 
once fo laborious and cheap, when under 
circumfiances of the moft perfect freedom 
from ah reftraints of the fovereign, the 
merchant, or any of their proper agents, 
that though the price of fine thread lpun, 
after lofing a third more of its weight m 
farther refinement, is enhanced to fixteen 
times the value of the raw material, yet, 
and it is a very remarkable fact founded 
on the moft experienced credible informa­
tion, this labour fcarcely yields a fub- 
fiftence of 9 Annas, or about eighteen pence 
per menfrn, being no more than three far­
things a day to each individual, of a corps 
of induftrious poor, perhaps eight hundred 
thoufand in ail, whofe work the world be­
tides could not fupply; a fa&, indeed, 
which might appear altogether wonderful.
If it were not at the fame time obferved,
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the greater part of. this body of people 
is corapofed of women belonging to the , ft; 
families of the hufhandmen or manufactu­
rers, and who could not otherwise be more 
ufefully employed, at: leaft during the hot 
and ratn'V feafoiis of the year. However 
this may be, fuppofing the number of 
weavers, whether matters or journeymen, 
throughout the country to be three hun­
dred thoufand, employed in working up 
annually three millions oi pieces of cloth, 
worth, at prime coft, two crore and eighty 
lacks of rupees, including about 15 lacks 
for the value of filk piece goods, yet as 
the amount of thread is not above half the 
price of the hniihed manufacture* and that 
the capital laid out in the ptnehafeof luch 
materials feldom or never can equal the 
confumption of two months labour, io the 
whole productive hock at any time requi­
red, or actually in ufe, for completing all 
thofe beautiful fabrics, lb much the objed 
of our admiration, after allowing a loom 
of f i x  rupees to be renewed on ecu in twenty 
years for every workman, will, not exceed 
25 lacks of rupees, being rather lefs than 
the eleventh part of tiie full advances made
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merchant. On the whole we may ven­
ture to {fate, as inconteftable, that the ur* 
rnoft grots capital of every kind employed, 
poffible to be fb, under prefent local cir- 
cumflances, with the limited demand from 
abroad, in a yearly reproduction, valued 
at 24 crores of rupees, toaniwer the rent, 
profits, or flock, and wages of labour in 
all the various branches of agriculture, 
manufactures, internal ’ commerce, falls 
rather fhortof one fixth of the amount 
produced, or four crores of rupees, of 
which two thirds may and fhould con flan tly 
he, in fotne fhape or other, at the foie out­
lay or rifque of the Englifh Eall-India 
Company, as fovereign agent or merchant, 
to fet in motion a proportionate fhare of all 
the induflry of the country, thus deflined 
to feed fo many millions, perhaps, of the 
poorefl relatively, though independantly 
the richeft, raoft ufeful, civiiir.ed, inoffen- 
five, peaceable body of fubjebts now exifl­
ing on the face of the earth.

If Thirdly and laflly, the moll dangerous 
; prevalent error is that which reprefents
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in exporting--'any, or fb -large a portion of 
the fur pi us produce of their territorial ac~ 
quifitions in India, without receiving the 
iifuitl or adequate returns in fjpecie or other 
exchangeable m erchandize : but furely thole 
who have adopted this rniftake were unin­
formed of, or did not avert to, three-prin­
cipal, local, or experienced, analogous 
fafts, which feem irrdiftibly and deci lively 
to determine ail the merits of the queftion :

ift. That the Moghul Emperors, for­
merly pofleflors of Hindoftan, when its 
prosperity was fnppofed to Ire greateft, 
drew an annual revenue from Bengal of at 
lea ft one crore of iicca rupees in money, 
which never again returned into the circu­
lation of the country, unlefs through the 
operations of commerce, ftiil exifting pof- 
fibiy on a larger (bale, and in a different 
channel; and that the prefent repreienta- 
tive fovereigns, now in tit led at leaft to the 
fame neat landed income, give up the claim 
of pecuniary tribute, becaufe the importa­
tion of fpecie has coaled inafmuch as they 
were themfelves before inftrumentai to its

E -"fE T ;; dc 'y, T T f -  fiTv'hv'f ;T'-VT , T fy h  T k fT iT T  did f  d: IT d div
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t  ' ^  influx, and are henceforth contented to re­

ceive the regal duties, in revolving manu- 
| 5 faftured produ&ion of the people’s labour; 

in fopport of which they are become 
highly interefoed, locally, in behalf of the 
poor native inhabitants, ami nationally, 
on account of the great important -advan­
tages- derived from this chief provincial do­
main of the Brit ilia empire in India*

2dly. That the people of this country, 
generally, never had, or can have, the 
fmailelT. occafion for any foreign importa­
tion o f goods, the neceffaries or fuperflui- 
ties of life, raw or wrought up, excepting 
perhaps a third of the cotton ufed in home 
mam!fadures, and which hath of late 
years neceferiiy been furnifhed from abroad 

| • on account of the fudden increafed demand
from Europe, together with Hindooffany 
indolence, requiring the fpur os heavy ex­
actions, to turn the attention of the pea- 
fantry from the exclufive enlarged private 
gain of graziers, to the narrowed more 
public benefits of agriculture ; and that the 
woollens, lead,: copper, warlike ftores, ar­
ticles of provifion, &c. annually brought

4 - ■ - •
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> ^ o m  the other parts of the world, are 

folely to fupply the confumption of fo­
reigners, luxurious Mvitfhlman. natives, or 
ambitious neighbouring rulers, ddirous of 
introducing among their fokiiery the death- 
ing, arms, and accoutrements;, with fuck- 
like outward appendages of that military 
difeipiine which, in latter times, Hath fb 
powerfully fuftained the fttock of unre 
{trained tyrannic delpotifm, in its wild, 
ungovernable career, returning to firft 
principles of barbarous anarchy.

And, pllv, Thar, the united proprietory 
reprefentativc fovereignty of the lands of 
Bengal is virtually, in right, poffeffion, 
faft, anti relative circumftances, hut on a 
large imperial fcale, almoft preCxlely what 
private individual territorial property was in 
fome provinces of North America, and what 
Hill continues to be univerfally through­
out the Weft-India f(lands, with refped to 
local or more extenive national interefts of 
the high, ruling, protecting ft ate of Bri­
tain, and differing only' in the deferiptive 
terms of conquered and colonized depen­
dencies, the former laboured by freemen,

• GoiX\ .
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the latter by ^ri?« ; and though it be no-* 
torioufly known, that the yearly produce, 
rude and manufactured,. of the Weft in ­
dies has been exported for a century paft 
to the mother country, and there con fumed, 
for the tnoft part, without any adequate 
returns having been made, either in fpecie I  
or exchangeable merebandi .'.e, yet it never / 
entered into the mind of man ro fay, or 
fhppofe, that this commerce was ruinous |  
to our iufular poffeffions ; but rather, on 
the contrary, beneficial in proportion toils 
extent; and that if  France or Spain hath f  
preferved more entire, or turned to better | 
account, territorial acquifitions in the kune |  
quarter of the world, it is chiefly to be l 
aferibed to the genius of a government I  
which unites every idea of right, dominion, |  
and national wealth under the iimple power \
of defpotifxn, which is ever found moft f  
efficient in maintaining with prompt energy, 
a diftant control, and drawing forth the 
induftry of foreign enervated fubjedts, f  
neceffnrily ruled by vice royal or other dc- |  
legated admiiullration. >

iIt would be unfair, then, to fix on others |

' ‘ y 1
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