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f  TRANSACTIONSI
W  IS  THE

f  MARHATTA EMPIRE.
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TH E predatory states composing the Marhatta 
power, have never been united under any re­

gular form of confederation, or by any system^ of 
constitutional-laws, or of established treaties, which 
can be compared to any imperial constitution or gc- 

|  ncral confederation existing in Europe, A vague
| and indefinite sentiment of common interest, how-
\  ever, founded principally upon their common origin
| . and civil and religions usages, and upon them com- 
i  moo habits of conquest and depredation, hasesta-
fc Wished a certain degree of union amongst them,

from the period of their first success, throughout . 
every stage of the decline ot the Moghul empire ; 
the same indefinite but acknowledged confederacy has 
subsisted between the Mariettas since the entire de­
struction of the Moghul empire, and, together with 

i other Causes, has enabled several of these adven­
turers to erect states ot considerable military re­
source and political power.

The power of the Peishwah, however, for many 
a years past has been acknowledged by all the Mar- 

’i»' B halt.a
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hntta states*, and universally by all the other states 
of India, to be the constitutional representative of 
the sovereign executive authority of the Marhatta 
empire, and the principal chieftains have been con- 3  
sidered ostensibly as the subjects and officers of the 

: Peishwah’s government.
The British government, therefore, has concluded 

its general treaties with the Marbattas through the 
authority of the Peishwah, and although in some of 
those engagements, individual chieftains have been 
admitted to act as, guarantees, the independent right 
of the Peishwah to conclude treaties with any power 
in India, has never been denied ; nor has it ever been 
attempted to assert a claim bn the part of any of the 
chieftains, to limit the independent right of the 
Peishwah to form treaties and alliances without the 
advice or consent of any chieftain of the M arhatta 
empire.

On the other hand, these-chieftains have exercised 
the right of concluding treaties and alliances, inde­
pendently of the Peishwah’s authority, and without 
his sanction or concurrence; and the British govern­
ment recently concluded a treaty of subsidy with 
the Guikwar, without the. previous sanction of the 
Peishwah, reserving, however, all the Peishwah s 
rights in the state of the Guikwar.

At the commencement of the war against Tippoo 
Suitaun, in the year j78Q, Lord Cornwallis in form­
ing a defensive alliance with the Marhatta power 
against the power of Mysore, resorted to  the. 
Peishwah’s acknowledged authority as the Lest seen .

* The Rajah of Berar does not deny the nominal supremacy, 
of the Rajah of Sattarah, whose authority is represented by 
the Peishwah, nor the sovereign executive powers annexed to. 
the hereditary office of Peishwah, but he claims: the office ot 
Peishwah for himself in righ t of his descent from the family'of 
Sevajee, the ancestor of  the .Rajah of tiattaruh, and the fouii" 
der of  the Marhatta power.,

%
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rity for such an alliance, and accordingly negotiated 
and concluded, on the 1st of June, 17QO, the treaty 
Of Poonah with the Peishwah., without reference to 
any of the subordinate chieftains,

in that war, the assistance which Lord Cornwallis 
j derived from the Marhattas, proceeded exclusively

from the Peishwah’s authority, aided by the feudal 
tributaries immediately subject to the state of Poo­
nah, -'Neither Scindiah nor the Rajah of Berar were 
parties to that alliance, and it: is well known that 
Mabdajee Scindiah was adverse to its principles and 
objects; arid that at the close of that war, in '79% 
Mahdajee Scindiah moved his,army towards Poonah, 
with intentions unfavourable to the British inte­
rests.

At the conclusion of the war, in ]/{)?., the 
Peishwah was a party to the treaty of peace at Se- 
ringapatam, nor was,any attempt made at that time 
to assert a claim on the part of the subordinate 
chieftains of the Marhatta empire, to be consulted in 
that important arrangement which established a new 
balance of power throughout India, by the reduc­
tion of the power of Mysore, By the augmenta­
tion of the British territories, and of those o f the 
Nizam, and finally, of the separate hereditary terri­
tories of the Peishwah.

In the division, therefore, of Tippoo Sttltaun’s ter­
ritory, and of his treasure, which followed the treaty 
of Scringapatam in 17p2, the Peishwah obtained a 
considerable accession of territory to his hereditary 

. dominions, and a large sum of money, without the 
advice, consent, or participation of any subordinate 
chieftain of the Marhatta empire.

When Lord Cornwallis, in the course of the year 
1793, proposed a general defensive alliance to the 
Marhatta power and to the Nizam, his Lordship 
addressed the proposition to the Peishwah, and re­
ceived, as conclusive, a reply from the Peishwah 

B 2 through
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\^ _ ^ ro u g h  the Durbar of Foonah, without any refe­
rence to the subordinate chieftains.

The policy of considering the authority of the 
Peishwah as the legitimate and constitutional repre­
sentative of the Marhatta power'was wise and just,
It is evident that the acknowledged .authority of the, 
Peishwah furnished the most secure basis of an ami­
cable alliance between the British government in 
India and the Marhatta power, and at the same time 
afforded the most just and effectual means of coo- 
troling the predatory spirit of the subordinate chief­
tains, and of checking any disposition which might 
arise amongst them, of a tendency adverse to the 
British interests, or to the general tranquillity of 
India.

Some of these chieftains, however, appear to 
have considered the alliance between the British 
government and the Peishwah to be adverse to their 
interests ; and although its tendency at all times 
has beep rather to secure than to disturb the feuda­
tory Marhatta states in the possession of their sepa­
rate territories and distinct rights, their characteristic 
spirit of habitual rapacity and lawless ambition, has 
inclined them to view with jealousy an alliance, the 
vigour and efficiency of which must always have op­
posed obstacles to any invasion of the legitimate au­
thority of the Peishwah.

During the period of time which elapsed between 
the conclusion of the peace of Seringapatam, in 
1792, and the commencement of Lord Wellesley’s 
administration 19 India, in May 3 708, the rapacity 
and ambition of Dowiut Kao Scindiah*, had im­

paired
v ...

* Ranojee Scindiah, an officer in the service of Bajee Rao 
the first Peishwah, had five sons, one of whom died young; 
the other four were Jye Appa Scindiah, Dutta Jee Puttai), Kid- 
dar Rao Scindiah, and_Madh.:tjee Scindiah. Jye Appa Scindiah 
was killed in Jodepoor. " Dutta Jee ’ Puttn.il was hilled in., the 
Vicinity of Delhi, in a battle, with Nujeebwo-Dowiah,. tlv; Go-'

vexnor
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x  ^^psired the authority of the Peishwah to such a de­

gree, as to have frustrated every benefit which Lord 
Cornwallis intended, to secure to the British interests, 

,«;r by the alliance with the Peishwah,
Dowlut Lao Scindiah had absolutely usurped the 

government of Poonah, and had established himself 
in the vicinity of that city with a powerful army; the 
regular infantry and artillery of which had been dis­
ciplined, and were then commanded principally by 
French officers.
■ W hen Lord Wellesley, at the close of the year 

J7Q9) required trie Peishwah, in consequence of 
Tippoo- Sultaun’s aggression, to fulfil the conditions 
of the. subsisting defensive alliance against Mysore, the' 
justice of that demand was deemed irresistahle, even by 
the perverse counsels of Poonah, under the undue in­
fluence ctf Dowlut Ran Scindiah, The Peishwah0 
ministers, therefore, ostensibly acquiesced in the de­
mand, and that experienced, statesman, Nana Fur-*' 
navees, who was then verging to the close of his ca­
reer, would certainly have fulfilled the conditions of 
the:alliance,• had not the vyisdotn of his advice been 
overborne by the violence of Dowlut Rao Scindiah.

Under this overhearing influence, notwithstanding 
the acquiescence of the court of Poonah in the jus­
tice and necessity of the war against Tippoo Suhaunt 
in, ! 7Q8, and_notwithstanding the Pdsinvah’s decla­
ration of his intention to co-operate in that war ac­
cording to the terms of the subsisting alliance, the 
Marbattas not only afforded no assistance to the Bri­
tish government in the prosecution of the war, which 
terminated on the fourth of May I ’/Q Q , but actually 
maintained a secret and treacherous correspondence

vemor of the clistrifi: q f Seharanpoor. Kiddar Rao Scindiah 
died a natural death. Madliajse ScindiaE died on the 12th" 
tebiuajy  3 791, withopt male issue, and was succeeded on the 
ddof March following, by Us adopted-son Bowlut'Rao Scia- 
■■■an, nrho is the so» 01 Kiddar. Km. Scindiah,

with
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with Tip poo Suita u n and his ministers and officers 
dpwn to the period of the fail of Seringapatarn ; and 
even after that memorable event, the emissaries of 
the Marbatta government (under the domination o f 
Seindiah, who then governed the Durbar of Poon.ih,) 
attempted to excite the family, and remaining officers 
of the deceased Sultaun, to resist the settlement of 
Mysore.

Notwithstanding the entire fail are of the Peishwah 
in discharging the obligations of public faith to the 
British government under the alliance concluded by 
Lord ■Cornwallis with the Marhatta power, f ord 
Wellesley, in dividing Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions 
in the year J 799, offered a considerable share of ter­
ritory to the Peishwah. The Governor General 
however annexed to this liberal grant, conditions cal­
culated to revive the alliance with the Peishwah cm 
a secure basis. The Peishwah therefore was induced 
by Dowlut Rao Seindiah to reject the profferred grant; 
and consequently the territory which had been des­
tined for the Mabrattas, was divided between the re­
maining allies, the Nizam and the British govern­
ment.

Propositions of the most amicable nature were at 
the same time offered to Dowlut Rao Seindiah, but 
when it is recollected that the most efficient part of 
his military power was under the command and in­
fluence of French adventurers, his rejection of all 
friendly overtures from the British government may 
be traced to other causes," in addition to that spirit of 
usurpation and plunder which urged him to seize 
the government of Foonah, to prohibit the Peishwah 
from cementing the ties of amity with his Highness’s 
antient ally the company, and even to compel that 
unfortunate prince to violate his public faith with the 
company, at the expence not only of reputation and 
honour, but of every interest which the Peishwah 
could be supposed to fee! as a sovereign prince, in

the
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independence of his own authority, in the secu­

rity of his own power, and in the extension of his 
hereditary territory and revenue..

Previously therefore to the commencement of the 
last war in Mysore, the usurpation of a subordinate 
Chieftain of the Mabratta empire, had in effect dis­
solved the alliance formed by Lord Cornwallis with 
the Marhatta power, upon the basis of the Pcishwuh’s 
authority ; and Dovvlut Kao Scindiab, the chieftain, 
by whose usurpation the alliance between the Mar- 
batta power and the British government had been 
dissolved, had effected that, object by the presence of 
a powerful army formed under the command of 
French adventurers, and considerably advanced in 
discipline, military skill and science, under a system 
of which the further progress will appear in the nar­
rative of the events-of the present war.

The destruction of the hostile power of Mysore, 
accompanied by the consolidation of our- alliances 
with the court of Hyderabad, had left no antagonist 
to the British government among the native states in 
India, excepting the Marhatta power.

The Marhatta states, unconnected with any Eu­
ropean ally, could never become formidable to the 
British government, excepting in the event of an ac­
tual union of the feudal chiefs of the empire, under 
ari efficient sovereign power, or in the event of.a re­
volution, which should unite the command of the 
resources of a large portion of the Marhatta territory, 
in the hands olf an active and enterprising chief.
Such events, however to be deprecated, might have 
been encountered without apprehension by the Bri­
tish government, in the commanding position of its, 
foreign relations, and in the vigorous condition of 
its internal resources, and concentrated strength.

But it was obviously prudent to employ every en­
deavour to effect such art arrangement, as should

preclude
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^  '-preclude the union of the Marhatta states under any 

circumstances, which might menace interruption to 
the tranquillity of our possessions, or of those of our 
alliefc With this-view it appeared to be expedient <*££ 
to receive Under the protection of the general defen­
sive system, of which the foundation was laid by 
the treaty with the Nizam in 1800, such of 
thc.Mafhatta states as might be disposed to enter 
into subsidiary engagements with the British govern 
m erit: on this principle a subsidiary treaty was con­
cluded with the Goikwar in 1802, the operation of 
which attached that state to the company, and secur­
ed to the company a valuable and important territo­
rial establishment in the maritime province of Guze~ 
rat. The most effectual 'arrangement, however, for 
securing the British government against any danger 
from the Marbatta states, appeared lobe an intimate 
alliance with the acknowledged sovereign power of 
the Marhatta empire, founded upon principles, which 
should render the British influence and military force 
the main support of that power. Such an arrange­
ment appeared to afford the best security for preserv­
ing a due balance between the several states consti­
tuting the confederacy of the Marhatta empire, as 
well as for preventing any dangerous union, or diver­
sion of the resources of that empire.

It has always been a principal object of the British 
government, to prevent the sovereign power of the 
Marhatta State, or the power of any great branch of 
the Marhatta empire, from passing into the hands of 
France. While the views of the government of 
France shall be directed to the establishment of its 
authority within the peninsula of Hindostan, it is ma­
nifestly the policy of the British government to ac­
complish such a system of alliances with the powers 
of India, as may preclude the ofccurrenee of those 
internal convulsions, which would afford to France,

the
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the most favourable opportunity of effecting her am­
bitious purpose.

The disturbed state of the Marhatia empire, 
t would have afforded an advantageous opportunity to 

the government of France, for‘the successful prose­
cution of its favorite object, of establishing a domi­
nion within the peninsula of Hindostan, by the in­
troduction of a military force, for the purpose of 
aiding the cause of one of the contending parties ; 
and the views of France would have been materially 
favoured by the strength and efficiency of Monsieur 
Perron’s force, established with a great territorial do­
minion extending towards the left bank of the Indus 
through the Punjaub*, arid comprehending Agra,
Delhi, and a large portion of the Doab of the Jumna 
and Ganges, on the most vulnerable part of our 
north western frontier of Hindostan ; and holding 
the person and nominal authority of the unfortunate 
Shah Aulnm, (the deposed Moghul Emperor,) in the' 
most, abiect and degrading subjection^'

The

* Punjaub, (or the country of the five rivers) the country 
contained between the five branches of the river Indus, from 
the 30th to the 82d degree of north latitude, and from the 70th 
to the 75th degree of east longitude- 

t  TJle annual revenue of the countries subject to Monsieur 
Perron derived from the territorial possessions, as well as from 
otKf*t resources, are stated to have amounted to one crore and 
shirty-jive lacs of rupees, or about £ .  1,700,000 sterlim;.

Although the regular corps'in Scindiah’s service were first 
formed by Monsieur De Boigne, it was Ins practice to admit 
into the service, British as well as French officers; but sipce 
im resignation, the object oi Monsieur Perron (who suc­
ceeded to his authority) has been dire<$led to the exclusion of 
British officers, arid to the establishment of a military power, 
exclusively commanded by Frenchmen. This plan had been 
earned into e$e<5f with considerable success ; arid Monsieur 
Perron, it is supposed, only waited the arrival of French offi­
cers, to dismiss the whole body of British officers remaining 
m the service of Seindiah.

Wowlut Rao Scindiah holds the appointment of Deputy to 
the vaqitel u! Mutuluk, which last h  an office similar to that

C of
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The endeavours of the Governor General have 
therefore been employed for some years past, to es­
tablish between the Peishvvah and the British govern­
ment, such a connection, as might secure the stabi­
lity and efficiency of the PeishwahY authority, under 
the protection of the British power, without injury to 
the rights of the feudatory chieftains of the Mar- 
ha tta empire.

The efforts of the Governor General for that pur­
pose, were renewed at those seasons of difficulty and 
danger, when the Peishwaifs independence was con- 
trolqd, and when the existence of his government was 
exposed to hazard, by the violence, rapacity, and am­
bition of his feudatory chieftains. Had the Peish- 
tvab then assented to the moderate and salutary pro­
positions which were offered to his acceptance, he 
could not have been exposed to the disastrous event 
by which (on the '25th of October 1802) he tyas ex“ 
pelied from Poonah, by which his authority was sub­
verted, his person endangered, and his country and 
capital abandoned to devastation and plunder,

Notwith landing the frequent disappointments 
which occurred in the accomplishment of his sal-u-

of a regent or viceroy, exercising almost independent powers ol 
sovereignty under the Great Moghul.

The office of Vtujuel ul Mutuluk being holden by the Peisb- 
wab, Sciudiah in his quality of Deputy, administered' the af­
fairs of the nominal Moghul empire, and the fiction was car­
ried to so great a length, that Monsieur Perron called his army 
the “ Imperial Army," and himself a servant and suijeft of the 
Emperor or Great Moghul.

There is every reason to believe that the Government of 
France intended to make the unfortunate Emperor of Hindus­
tan the main instrument of their designs in India, and to avail 
themselves o f the authority of .his Majesty’s name to re-esta­
blish their influence and power. A p ia n  to thireflect was ac­
tually submitted, to the Chief Consul o f France in 1801, by 

\ an officer who afterwards accompanied General DeCaen to In ­
dia in 1803. A copy of this plan -is now in the possession of 
the governor General,

ta<7
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tary views, the Governor General determined in the. 
month of June .1802,' to .renew his negotiations fbr 
the conclusion of an improved system of alliance with

::j the court of Foonah. The increased distractions of 
the Marhatta state, and the successes of Jcswunt Raa 
Holkar, (an illegitimate son of the late Tuckojee 
Holkar,) againft the forces of Scindiah, appeared to 
constitute a crisis of affairs, favourable to the complete 
establishment of the interests of the British power irt 
the Marhatta empire, without the hazard of involv­
ing it iu a contest with any party.

The danger to which Scindiah’s separate dominions 
and hereditary interests had been exposed by the suc­
cess of Holkar, and the ruin which must have ensued 
to Scindiah’s affairs, if Holkar had been able to esta­
blish himself in the usurpation of the Peishwah’s 
government, appeared to constitute sufficient mo­
tives to counterbalance both Scindiah’s jealousy of 
the British power,and his inordinate desire of usurp ­
ing the same authority at Foonah, which Holkar 
was prepared.to seize. Scindiah’s immediate perso­
nal safety was endangered, and the restoration of the 
Peishwah under the British protection at that mo­
ment offered the only probable means of affording 
Scindiah a respite from the violence of Holkar. On 
the cither hand, Holkar being a mere adventurer, 
and his resources and power altogether precarious, 
might have been expected to relinquish without re­
gret his purkiibi of irregular ambition and temporary 
rapine at Foonah, for the more secure and substantial 
benefit of a permanent establishment under the Bri­
tish protection.

In the course of the discussions tvhich ensued be­
tween his Highness the Peishwah, and the British Re­
sident, in consequence of the Governor General’s in­
structions of the 23d of June 1802, the Peishwah 
manifested considerable anxiety to contract engage- 

C 1 men Is
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ments, with the British government, but continued 
(under the terror of that ascendancy which Scindiah, 
although absent, still continued to maintain over the 
counsels of the Petshwah, and with the habitual irre* ^  
solution of a Marhatta.) to withhold his consent to 
any admissible modification of the Governor Gene­
ral’s propositions, until Jeswunt Rao Hoikar actually 
arrived at the head of a large army, in the neigh­
bourhood of Poonah. The combined army of the 
Peishwah and of Scindiah marched from Poonah un­
der the command of Suddasheo Show, for the pur­
pose of encountering Holkar’s force. On the 2.5th 
of October 1802, the two armies engaged, and on 
the same day, the Peishwah sent his minister to the 
British Resident with a paper, desiring the establish­
ment of a subsidiary force of six battalions of Sepoys,
■with the usual complement of artillery, and convey­
ing a sunnud (or grant) for territory to the annual 
amount of twenty-five lacs of rupees, proposed to be 
ceded in perpetuity to the honourable company, 
for the payment of that force. The minister at the 
same time assured the Resident, of the Peishwah s 
earnest desire, that a general defensive alliance should 
be concluded and carried into effect, at the earliest 
practicable period of time, between his Highness and 
the company on the principles of the treaty conclud­
ed at Hyderabad, in the month of October (8 GO. No 
reason existed to warrant a doubt, of the Peishwah s 
sincerity, to the extent compatible with the timidity 
of his character. His Highness might be deemed to 
be indifferent to the success of either contending 
party, and to be equally menaced by the usurpation 
of Scindiah and by that of Hoi kar. The approach 
of Holkar, however, relieved the Peishwah from any 
immediate fear of Scindiah, and left his Highness at 
liberty to embrace the British protection.

The Governor General ratified this engagement on
the
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tlrBday on which he received it, and signified to the 
Peishwah, his determination, to employ every effort 
of the British power, for the restoration of his High­
ness’s just authority. W ith a view to include the 
several branches of the Marhatta empire in the pro­
posed general alliance, the Governor General availed 
himself of this opportunity, to renew his invitation 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, to partake the benefits of 
the treaty proposed to be concluded with the Pdsh- 
wah, and accordingly directed Colonel Collins to pro­
ceed from Futty Ghur to Scindiah’s camp, for the 
purpose of proposing the terms, on which Scindiah 
might be admitted to the benefits of the general de­
fensive engagements, already concluded with the 
Peishwah.

The engagement between the combined army of 
the Peishwah and Scindiah, and that commanded by 
Holkar, terminated in the total defeat of the former, 
with considerable loss. After the action, the Peish­
wah retired with an inconsiderable body of cavalry 
to a fortress in the vicinity of Poonah, whence he 
prosecuted his march towards the Cokan*.

The object of Holkar was to obtain possession of 
the person of his Highness the Peishwah, and to 
compel his Highness to establish such an administra­
tion, as might secure Holkar’s ascendancy, to the 
exclusion of Scindiah’s power. In the event of the 
failure of this project, the second plan of Holkar was 
to invite to Poonah, Amrut Rao, (the adopted son of 
the late Ragobah,) to place the son of Amrut Rao 
on the Musnud, and invest Amrut Rao with the 
office of prime minister. Holkar himself was to 
assume the general command of the troops of the 
state,

* The narrow trafi of country along the western coast of 
India, contained between the province' of C antra and Bombay, 
aud bounded by the western Ghauts.

Finding
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Finding that the Peishwah bad effected his retreat 
to Mhar, a fort in tbeCokan, situated on the river of 
Ban coo te, Holkar detached a force to Jejoory, a 
fort about thirty miles south east of Poonah, and the fa,. 
actual residence of Amrut Rao, and brought that 
chieftain to Poonah for the purpose of carrying this 
plan into execution; and although Amrut Kao ap­
pears to have been adverse to the arrangement, the 
affairs of Government were, In conformity to Holkar’s 
plan, conducted at Poonah under the authority o f 
Amrut Kao’s name.

In the mean while, the Peishwah signified to the 
Government of Bombay, that it was his Highness’s 
intention to seek refuge at that presidency, and his 
Highness actually availed himself of the offer which 
had been made to him of the ship Herculean, for the 
purpose of conveying him from Mhar to a strong • 
fort in another part of the Cokan, named Savendroog,
■where his person was likely to be perfectly secure 
against the attempts of the rebels and Usurpers.
" In the existing 6tate of the affairs of the Marbatta 

empire, it would have been a measure of indispen­
sable precaution to have assembled a considerable 
army of observation upon the frontier of .the Marhatta 
territories, for the purpose of securing our own pro­
vinces, and those of our allies the Nizam and the 
Rajah of Mysore, against the attack of the chiefs at 
Pooitah, as well as of repelling the predatory incur­
sion of any vagrant freebooter, whom the issue of 
the contest might compel to seek subsistence in tha 
British dominions, or in those of bur allies. These 
important considerations, combined with the appli­
cation made to the Governor of Fort St. George, 
by the Resident at Poonah, acting under the orders 
of the Governor General, induced Lord Clive early 
in the month of November 1801, to assemble a con­

siderable
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slderable force at. Hurrybur*, on the north «<*terft 
frontier of Mysore, without waiting the arrival of di­
rect instructions from the Governor General for that 
purpose. The Governor of Bombay pursued the 

*v same wise and salutary course of vigilance and pre­
caution, by preparing for immediate service the dis­
posable force at that presidency. A considerable 
detachment of the subsidiary force at Hyderabad;, 
was also ordered by the Resident at that court, to be 
prepared for eventual service in the field, in confor­
mity to a requisition for that purpose from the Resi­
dent at Poonah.

During these transactions, several conferences 
were holden at Poonah, between the Resident Lieu­
tenant Colonel Close, Holkar, and Amrut Rao, in 
which both these chieftains expressed their solicitude 
for the preservation of the friendship of the British

* Force assembled at Hurryhur under the command of Lieu- 
tenant General Stuart.

Cavalry. Eur. Nat. Total,
H. M. 3 9th Dragoons, ] . 97>j 2606—3581

25th do, J
Artillery, - - 390 ~  390
Gun Lascars, - * ood

Ihtantry.
S Companies of H . M. 33d Regiment"!
H . M. - - 73d ditto, I m s
H . M. - - 74th • ditto, f
H . M. Scotch Brigade, J
12 Batts, of Sepoys, - - 1 2 ,1 8 2 ^ ^

Total 18,993
Abstract,

Cavalry, - 3581
Artillery, _ - - 390
European Infantry, 2845
Native Infantry, 12,182

18,998
With 800 Pioneers, and 563 gun lascars; with 4 iron twelve 

and 4 iron eighteen pounders; 4 brass twelve pounders j, 4Q 
field pieces, 12 galloper guns, and 4 howitzers,

Go
m
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^G overnm ent, and directly and earnestly applied to 

the Resident, for his advice and mediation in effect* 
ing an accommodation with the Peishwab: About
the same time, the Governor General also received 
a letter from Dovvlut Rao Scin’diah, under date 
the 24th November, soliciting the continuance of 
the friendship of the British Government towards his 
state, and that of the Peisbwah, and containing a 
request, that the Governor General would act in 
concert with Scindiah during the existing crisis of 
affairs at Poonab,

Having with difficulty obtained permission to quit 
Poonab, Lieutenant Colonel Close, the British Resi­
dent, left that capital on the 28th of November, and 
reached Bombay on the 3d of December, The ca­
pital of the Marhatta empire remained in the posses­
sion of the rebels and usurpers. Towards the end of 
the month of November, the Peisbwah embarked 
from Savendroog, under convoy of the Herculean, 
and arrived at Bassein on the 16th of December, at­
tended by a small escort of about one hundred and 
thirty followers. His Highness was immediately 
waited upon by Lieutenant Colonel Close, and the 
18th of December was fixed for the day on which 
the Peisbwah would enter on the discussion of the 
definitive treaty with the British Government. Ac­
cordingly, early in the morning of the 18th Decem­
ber 1802, Lieutenant Colonel Close, attended the 
Peisbwah at his Highness’s place of residence on the 
jftand of Bassein, and submitted to his Highness’s 
consideration, a draft of the definitive treaty of alli­
ance proposed to be concluded. The discussion 
lasted until sunset, by which time the Peisbwah and 
his ministers agreed to the draft with some altera­
tions which were admitted by Colonel Close. The 
treaty was.signed, sealed, and delivered on the 31st 
December 1802 at Bassein, and on the 18th of 
March 1803, the Peisbwah received the counterpart 
of the treaty, ratified by the Governor General in

. council, *



m
council, with demonstrations of the highest satis™ 
faction.

In conformity to the plan of operations which the 
Governor General had directed to he adopted for 
the restoration of the Peishvvah to the musnud at 
Poonah, the whole of the subsidiary force* stationed 
with his Highness the Nizam, amounting to about 
8368 men, marched from Hyderabad at the close of 
the month of February, and on the 25th of March, 
reached the town of Paraindah, a station on the wes­
tern frontier of the Nizam’s dominions, situated at 
the distance of one hundred and sixteen miles from 
Poonah. The subsidiary force was accompanied by 
6,000 of the Nizam’s disciplined infantry, and 
about 9,000 cavalry, under leaders of approved 
valour and attachment.

Under instructions from the Governor General 
of the 2d February 1803, Lord Clive, aided by the 
judgment of Lieutenant General Stuart, was em­
powered to determine the time at which it might be 
proper for the British troops to advance into the 
Marbalta territories, and the amount of the force to 
be detached from the main army assembled on the 
frontier of Mysore for that purpose.

Adverting to the importance and expediency of 
securing the early arrival of the British troops at 
Poonah, Lord Clive on the 27th February, instructed 
Lieutenant General Stuart, then present with the 
army on the f rontier of Mysore, to adopt the neces­
sary measures for the march of the British troops 
into the Marhatta territory, leaving it to the judg­
ment of Lieutenant General Stuart to determine 
the amount of the force necessafy to be detached 
from the main body of the army.

The command of the advanced detachment ne­
cessarily required the united exertion of considerable

* Subsidiary force: two regiments of native cavalry, six 
battalions of sepoys, and two companies of artillery.
* El military



/ r

» mm■ (c t
( 18 ) L..I1.J

military skill, and of great political’ experience and 
discretion: and Lord Clive was therefore of opinion, 
that it could not be confided with equal prospects of 
advantage to any other person, than the Honourable ® 
Major General Wellesley, whose extensive local 
knowledge, and personal influence among the Mar- 
liatta chieftains, (acquired by his conduct in the 
command of Mysore, and by his victories over 
Doondiah and other refractory chiefs; were pccu- 
culiarlv calculated to ensure success to the intended 
Operations. Lord Clive accordingly desired, that 
General Wellesley .might he appointed to the com­
mand of the advanced; detachment, under instruc­
tions to be furnished to him by Lieutenant General 
Stuart, according to the spirit of the Governor Ge­
neral’s orders ot the. ad of February 1 803.

- In conformity to those instructions. Lieutenant 
General Stuart directed a detachment from the main 
army assembled at Hurry bur, to he formed under 
the command of Major General Wellesley.,' for the 
purpose of advancing irrio the Marhatta territory.
The detachment consisted of one regiment of Eu­
ropean, and three regiments of native cavalry, two 
regiments of European and six battalions of native 
infantry, with a due proportion of artillery, amount­
ing all together to about -9707 men. and' to this force 
was added 2500 of the Rajah of Mysore’s horse.*

Major Genera! Wellesley commenced his march 
from Harry bur on the t)th of March, and crossed 
the Tumbudra river on the 12th. The progress of 
the, British troops through the Marhatta territories

* Here it maybe observed, that the, power and resources of 
Mysore which had hitherto been opposed to us in every contest 
■with the native states of Tndia, were now- in consequence of the 
conquest of Serinyapatam in 1799, applied to the aid of. the 
British government, and afforded essential assistance. By the 
subsidiary treaty of Seringapatam concluded in 1799, the Ra­
jah of Mysore is bound to co-operate in the most effectual man­
ner, with the British government when engaged in hostilities.

was
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most, successful. They were every where .re* 

coived as friends, and rdmost all • the chiefs in the vi­
cinity of the route of the detach me of, joined with 
their, forces,, and aceonipauied the British army to 
Poonah, The amicable conduct of the jagbeerdars, 
and of the inhabitants {arising principally from the 
fame which the British .arms - had . acquired in the 
campaign,; under Major General Wellesley’s , com­
mand against Doondiah Waugh,) contributed to 
enable our army to perform this,long march at a most 
unfavourable' season of the year, without loss or 
distress.: Great merit is also to be ascribed to the 
ability,Tamper, activity, anti skill ot Major General 
Wellesley in directing the system of the supply and 
movement of the troops, in preventing plunder and 
all excess, and in conciliating the inhabitants of the 
districts, through which his route was .directed.

The Nizam’s subsidiary force, under Colonel Ste­
venson, arrived within a short distance of Major-Ge­
neral Wellesley’s force at Aklooss, a town within 
eight miles of the Neera river, on the 151 b of April, 
and was the next day reinforced from. Major-General 
Wellesley’s army, by his Majesty’s Scotch brigade. 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar had left Poonah some time 
previous to this period, and the native officers who 
commanded the corps which he had detached to the 
southward, retreated with precipitation as General 
Wellesley advanced. On the 15th of April, Holkar 
had reached Chandore, (about one hundred and 
thirty miles N. N. E. from Poonah,) and .Amrut Kao 
alone remained at Poonah with about 1500 men.

Under these circumstances, it appeared to Major 
General Wellesley unnecessary to advance to Poo­
nah all the troops destined to effect the restora­
tion of the Peishwah; and as the country was much 
exhausted, and a general deficiency of forage prevail­
ed, General Weiiesley determined to dispose of the 
troops in such situations, that the whole might pro-

D 2 cure
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cure forage and subsistence, and might easily form * 
junction, in case that measure should appear to be 
advisable. Accordingly, General Wellesley ordered 
Colonel Stevenson to march from his position near 
Aklooss to Gardoon, to leave near that place, within 
the Nizam’s dominions, all his Highness’s troops, 
and to place himself with the British subsidiary troops 
in a position on the Beemah river towards Poonah, 
near its junction with the Mota Mola river.

After having completed these arrangements, Ge­
neral Wellesley continued his march towards Poonah 
by the road of Baramooty. The general had receiv­
ed repeated intimations from Colonel Close, that 
Ararat Rao, who still remained at Poonah, intended 
to plunder and burn that city on the approach of t he 
British troops, and at last Major General Wellesley 
received an urgent request from the Peishwah then 
at Bassein, to detach some of his Highness’s troops in 
order to provide for the safety of his Highness’s 
family still remaining at Poonah. It was obvious 
that even if General Wellesley could have prevailed 
on the officers of the Peishwah’s troops to march to 
Poonah, the force was not of a description, or strength, 
to prevent the execution of Ararat Rao’s design; 
and General Wellesley determined therefore, to move 
forward with the British cavalry and tile Marhatta 
troops belonging to the Peishwah, as soon as the 
British array should arrive within the distance of a 
forced march from Poonah. In the mean time, in­
telligence was received that Ararat Rao was still in 
the neighbourhood of Poonah on the 18th of April, 
and that he ha$ removed the Peishwah’s family to the 
fortress of Saoghur, a measure, which was generally 
supposed to be preparatory to the destruction of the 
city. Major General VVellesley therefore marched 
on the 19th April 1803, at night, oyer a most rug­
ged country, and through a difficult pass, (the little 
lihoorghaut,) about forty miles to Poonah, which

city
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-city he reached at the bead of the cavalry on the 2Qth, 
making the total distance marched by the cavalry, 
with Major General Wellesley - in person at their 
head, since the morning of the igth (thirty-two 
hours,) about sixty miles.

Ararat Rao heard of the march of the British troops 
early on the nv ‘ruing of the 20th, and retired with 
precipitation, 'caving the city in safety. Major Ge­
neral Wellesley and the British troops were welcom­
ed, as the deliverers of the city, by the few inhabi­
tants who remained, and those who deserted their 
habitations, and had fled to the adjoining hills dur­
ing the usurpation of Holkar, afforded a proof of 
their confidence in the British government, by im­
mediately returning to their houses, and by resuming 
their different occupations. It is a circumstance 
equally honourable to the British character, and pro­
pitious to the British interests in that quarter of India, 
that the first effects of the British influence in the 
Marhatta dominions, should have been displayed in 
rescuing the capital of the empire from impending 
ruin, and its inhabitants from violence and rapine.

During the progress of these transactions, arrange­
ments were made at Bombay for the march of the 
Peishwah towards Poonab. A detachment* con­
sisting of his Majesty's 76th regiment (which the 
Governor General embarked from Fort William -on 
the 7th of February, arid which arrived at Bombay 
on the 5th of April J803,) five companies of his 
Majesty’s 84th regiment, a proportion of artillery, 
and 1035 Sepoys, was formed and placed under the

• Detachment forming the Peishwah’s escort under-the com­
mand of Colonel Murray, of his Majesty’s S4th regiment:

Europeans, - - 1170,"
Natives, - . 1035
Artillery, - - 93

Total 2293.
With 177 grin lascart,

command
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^com m and of Colonel Murray of his Majesty’s 84th 

regiment,'as an esfcort to bis High ness, who left Bas- 
sein, attended , by the refident, Lieutenant Colonel 
Close, on the '27tb of April 1803.

On the 6th of May,, the Peishwah passed Major 
General Wellesley’s camp near Poonah, and on. the 
13th of the same month, his Highness, attended by 
his brother Chimnajee Appa, and by a numerous 
train of the principal chiefs of the Marhatta empire, 
proceeded towards the city of Poonah; having en­
tered his palace, his Highness resumed his seat upon 
the musnud, and received presents from his princi­
pal servants.

During the procession, the British resident, Lieu­
tenant Colonel Close, accompanied by his suite, paid 
his compliments to his Highness, when a salute was 
fired by the British troops encamped in the vicinity 
of Poonah, under the command of Major General 
Wellesley; this salute was immediately answered 
from the fortress of Saoghur.

While the procession passed the bridge leading 
into the city, a second salute, was fired from the Bri­
tish camp, and as the Peishwah approached the,place, 
salutes were fired from the several posts of the .Mar­
hatta troops. At sun set salutes were fired from all 
the hill forts in the vicinity of Poonah.

Wrhile these transactions passed at Poonah,JDowlut 
B.ao Scindiah had collected a large force at' Ougein* 
with the professed view of opposing Jeswunt Kao 
Holkar, and having commenced his march front that 
capital towards poonah, crossed the Nerbudda river 
on the 4th of February 1803, and arrived in the vi­
cinity of Boorhanpoor on the 23d of that month.

* Ougein is Scindiah’s capital situated near the ancient city 
of Mundu, the capital of the Chillingi Kings of 'Malum. Ougein 
is about forty miles north or north-west of Indaii, Holkar’s ca­
pital. These two cities are situated in the province @f Malwa, 
which is divided between the Peishwah, Scindiah, and Holkar.

Colonel
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Colonel Collins, the British resident, dispatched 
by .the Governor General from Ful ty-Ghur, arrived at 
the camp of Dowlnt Kao Scindiah on the 27th Fe­
bruary 4 8 0 3 . The advices which the Governor , 
General had received from Colonel Collins, and from 
other quarters, induced his Lord-hip to entertain sus­
picions. that Scindiah, notwithstanding'his specious 
professions, being now delivered by the interposition 
of the British power, from the immediate fear of the 
snot riotiiv of Holkar, meditated an accommodation 

'w*tb Golkar, and a confederacy with that chieftain, 
and with the Kajnh of Bcrar, for the purpose of sub­
verting the treaty concluded by the Britifh govern­
ment with the iVishwah at Bassein. This suspicion , 
was corroborated by the artifices prictised at the 
camp, of Scindiah, upon the arrival of Colonel Collins, 
with a view of eluding the communication of the 
propositions with which Colonel Collins was charged 
under the authority of the Governor General. The 
intricacy, perverse policy, arid treachery of such an 
intrigue, however contrary to every principle of true 
wisdom and justice, are habitual to the low cunning 
and captious jealousy of the Marhattas. Colonel 
Collins therefore on the g-lth March 1803, demand­
ed and obtained an audience of Dowlut Rao Scin­
diah, for the purpose of requiring an explanation of 
the suspected intrigue, when that chieftain in the 
presence of ail bis principal ministers, positively as­
sured Colonel Collins, that he had no intention ivhat- 
ever to obstruct the completion of the arrangements con­
cluded between the Peishwab»and the British Govern­
ment, and that it was his wish to improve the friend­
ship then subsisting between the Peishwah, the Bri­
tish government, and bis own state.

Notwithstanding this amicable declaration, the Go­
vernor General had great cause to doubt the sincerity 
of Scindiah’s professions, while the increasing ru­
mours of the supposed confederacy between that

chieftain,
pi/b ■y- '* ' : '
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Berar, rendered it absolutely necessary for the British 
government to bring the question of the supposed 
confederacy to a determination, and in the event of 
the actual formation of such, a confederacy, to pre­
pare the British government, and its allies for a con­
test with the confederated chieftains.

Colonel Collins therefore in a conference on the 
“2Sih of May, communicated to Soindiah, the repre­
sentations which he had been directed to make in 
conformity to instructions from the Governor Gene­
ra! under date the 5th May; by which Colonel Col- 
l?09 was desired to require the immediate return to 
f firvdostan of Scindiah With his army, because Dow- 
Jut Rao Sciodiah possessed no right to impede the 
accomplishment of the treaty of Bassein, unless his 
own security was endangered by that arrangement, 
because the advance of his army must necessarily 
have prevented the due execution of that treaty, and 
because Scindiah (having on the 24th of March, for­
mally disavowed an intention of obstructing the en­
gagements concluded between the Peishwah and the 
British government,) his march to Poonab, or his 
continuance south of the Nerbudda river* were in­
compatible with that declaration, and could not be 
reconciled to any other policy, than a determined in­
tention to disturb those engagements, and to re­
establish his former usurped ascendancy in the go­
vernment of Poonab.

Colonel Collins at the same time delivered to 
Scindiah, a copy of the treaty of Bassein : Scin­
diah after having considered the articles of the 
treaty dccluied, that it (ottfained no stipulations wju* 
riotis to his just rights. In conformity to the Gover­
nor General s instructions, Colonel Collins required

* The Nerbudda river forms the southern boundary of H ill, 
dostan proper. •> ,

Sciodiah

; 1 „ J
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'  Baodiah to state the nature of bis late negotiations • 

with the Rajah Of Berar, and with Jeswunt Rao 
H ollar, intimating also to Scindiab, the resolution 
of the Governor General, to resist any attempt oh 
the part of any state or power to obstruct the com­
plete execution of the treaty of Bassein.

The Resident (Colonel Collins) also apprized 
Dowlot Rao Scindiab, that, in the event o f  his re­
fusing to afford the just and reasonable explanations 
and assurances which the Resident demanded, and of 
his continuing to prosecute military operations in op­
position to the Resident’s remonstrances, the British 
Government would he compelled to adopt measures 
of precaution on every boundary of that chieftain’s 
dominions: the Resident, added, agreeably to the 
Governor General’s instructions, that certain intelli­
gence of the accession of Dowlot Rao Scindiab to 
any confederacy against the British power would 
produce immediate hostility on all parts of his fron­
tier.

In reply, Scindiab repeatedly declared, in public 
durbar, that he could not afford the satisfaction de­
manded, until a meeting- should have taken place be­
tween him and the Rajah of Berar, when the British 
Resident should be informed “• whether it would be 
fence or ’war.”

Is it impossible not to contrast this unprovoked 
menace of hostility with the temperate declaration of 
the Governor General, intimating a conditional in­
tention to adopt measures of precaution on every 
boundary of Scindiah’s dominions, in the event only, 
of that chieftain’s continuing to prosecute military 
operation's, in.opposition to the remonstrances of the 
Resident, and refusing to afford the reasonable expla­
nations, which the Resident had demanded. In the se­
quel of the Governor General’s declaration, which ad­
verted to the extreme case of ultimate hostility, that 
eventual case is stated to have been contemplated by

R the
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the Governor- Gcnerhl in the single event of Scinniah 
having actually acceded to a confederacy against the 
British power, which act on the part ofScindiah,would 
alone have constituted a positive aggression. The 
insult, offered to the British Government by a refer­
ence of the question of peace or war to the result of a 
conference with the Rajah of Berar, who, at the head 
of a considerable army, had reached the vicinity of 
Dow.lut Rao Spindiah’s,damp at Eidalabad, together 
with the indication which Scindiah’s abrupt declara­
tion, and the approaching junction of his army with 
that of the Rajah of Berar afforded, of a disposition 
on the part of those chieftains, to prosecute the sup­
posed. objects of their confederacy, rendered it the 
duty of the British government to adopt without de­
lay/ the most effectual measures for the vindication 
of its dignity, and for the security of its rights and 
interests, and those of its allies, against any attempt 
on,the part o f  the confederates to injure or invade 
them. The Governor General accordingly (on the 
«8th of June) issued private instructions to General 
Take at Cawnpoor to make the necessary arrange­
ments for assembling the army on the north-west 
frontier of the Company’s dominions, in order to coun­
teract the, designsot Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
.Rajah of Berar, and to derive every possible .benefit 
to the British interests in the event of war.

On the 3d of June the Rajah of Berar arrived with­
in one march of Scindiah’s camp * at Cbeckly, on the

frontier

. * Jt appeafs from the report of Mr. Stuart, a British officer,
Who was then in Scindiah’s service,, and afterwards quitted it 
pn the commencement of hostilities, that Scindiah’s force m the 
vicinity of the Nizatft’s frontier at this period of time (June 1,
ISOS) amounted to twenty-eight battalions of regular infantry, 
f about 17 or 18,000 men,) and a well appointed train of artil­
lery, amounting to one hundred and seventy guns. The regu­
lar infamry consisted of Monsieur Polhman s brigade, eight oat- 
talkms; Monsieur Dudernaigue’s brigade, seven battalions.-, 
the brigade under major Brownrigg, B n  battalion*} Monsieur

' e°ifeX ' ‘ ‘



'"■ fro n tie r of the'Nizam’s , territories, ami was met. by 
Scindiahon the following: morning. From this time* 
the conduct of those chieftains afforded the strongest; 
indication of a resolution on their part, to evade the 
just and reasonable demands of the British govern ­
ment that they should withdraw their armies from 
the menacing position which those armies had occu­
pied on the frontier of our ally the Nizam. Although 
Scindiah had distinctly admitted that the treaty of 
Basse! n contained no stipulations injurious to his just 
rights, both chieftains continues! their negotiations 
vritb J.estvunt Rao Holkar, in order to. induce him 
to join the confederacy against the British govern­
ment and its allies ; at the same time both chieftains 
employed every endeavour to detach the court of bis 
Highness the Peishwah, and that of his Highness the 
Nizam, from their alliance with the honourable Corn-
Dupont’s brigade, four battalions ; and four battalions belong­
ing to Begum Snmroo. Ambajee Inglia’s brigade, consisting, 
it is stated, of sixteen battalions, had a few days before been 
detached to Hindustan.

Scindiah’s cavalry amounted to about 18,000 men, and was 
encamped a short distance from his infantry at Mulkupore, at 
which place Mr. Stuart believes the army of the Rajah of Berar, 
amounting to 6000 infantry, 20,000 cavalry, and forty guns, 
to have been at that time stationed.

The united armies of the confederate chieftains, amounted 
therefore to 28 or 24,000 infantry, 38,000 cavalry, and about 
210 guns, and were encamped within twenty-five or thirty miles 
of the Nizam’s frontier, and of two principal, passes, (the A d -_ 
juntee and Badowly Ghauts,) leading into that Prince’s terri­
tories.

This commanding position’ not only afforded the confederate * 
chieftains the means of menacing the tranquillity and security 
of the Nizam’s dominions, but would have enabled them, (if. 
they had not been checked by the British power,) to have com­
menced a successful attack oh the Nizam’s territory as soon as 
th&,Reason should admit the., commencement of military opera­
tions ; to have penetrated to Hyderabad for the purpose of in- 
teriupting the regular order of succession to the Musnud of 
the D etan; and eventually to have invaded die Company’s 
provinces,’ and to have made those provinces the theatre of their 

- • violence arid aggression.
pany,
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booty and aggrandisement in war against the Com­
pany.

The belief that those chieftains entertained designs 
hostile to'the British government at the earliest stages 
of the negociation between the Resident and Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, is supported by tbe information, which” 
the Governor General has from time to time re­
ceived, of the proceedings of that chieftain.

In a letter from Colonel Collins, of the gth March,
3803, the Resident apprized the Governor General, 
that Ambajee Inglia, one of Dowlut Rao Seindiab’s 
principal ministers, bad informed one of the Resi­
dent’s native agents, that orders had been issued to 
General Perron, directing him to place the army un­
der his command, in a state of preparation for the 
field with the view of an eventual rupture with the 
British government.

At that time, Ambajee Inglia was supposed to pos­
sess the greatest influence over the mind of Scindiah, 
whose proceedings were said to be principally regu­
lated by the councils of that chieftain. It appeared 
highly improbable therefore, that Ambajee would 
have communicated these orders to the Resident’s 
agents, if they had really been issued. This circum­
stance induced the Governor General to discredit the 
dispatch of those orders, and to believe, that the ob­
ject of the communication was merely to discover the 
views and intentions of the British government, with 
respect to Dowlut Rao Scindiah.

The concurrent testimony of facts, and the state - 
of Monsieur Perron’s military force however, which 
have subsequently been ascertained, confirm the 
information which the Resident communicated in 
the month of March, respecting, the dispatch of the 
orders to General Perron, to the effect above de- 
scribed, even at that early stage of our negociations 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah. The conduct of Am­

bajee
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it has appeared by undoubted evidence that Ambajee 
actually provoked Scindiah to war against the Com­
pany, and obtained the command in^Hind'oslan with 
the secret purpose of emancipating himself from 
Scindiab’s power. In pursuance of this treacherous 
project, after having given the information stated, to 
Colonel Collins, Ambajee actually obtained the com­
mand of Scindiah’& forces in Hindostan, and imme­
diately upon his arrival at Gualior, sent proposals of 
submission to General Lake. In the true spirit of 
Marhatta faith however, a part of Ambajee’s troops 
engaged General Lake's army in the memorable bat­
tle ot Laswaree.

On the 1.7th' June 1803, the Governor General 
received information, that Dowiut Rao Scindiah had 
addressed letters to Ghunnee Bahadur, and Ilim- 
mut Bahadur, the officers exercising the chief au­
thority on the part of his Highness the Peishwah in 
the province of Bundelcund, requiring them to be 
prepared to co-operate with the confederated Mar­
ietta armies in hostile measures against the Brititli 
possessions ; and that Uhurrum Rao, the command­
ing officer of a considerable body of horse, which 
had ■ been dispatched by Scindiah in the month of 
Aprii to Cal pee, (a-station on the right bank of the 
Jumna, contiguous to the British territories,) had re­
ceived orders from Scindiah to the same effect.

On receipt of this information, the Governor Ge­
neral deemed it proper to direct the Resident to re­
quire Dowiut Rao Scindiah to acknowledge or to 
disavow those orders, and accordingly, at a confe­
rence between the Resident and , Dowiut Rao Scin- 
dian holden on tne Kith July, the Resident stated 
the substance of that information to Dowiut Rao 

I? Scindiah, and required him to declare whether he 
bad actually issued orders of the nature described.

In reply, Dowiut Rao Scindiah assured the Resi­
dent in the most solemn manner, that he had never

* issued
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’ 'issuedsuch orders to the Peishwah’s officers in Bun- 
delcund, or to Dhunrum Rao, and that the latter 
chieftain had been especially directed to respect the.
British tcrritori.es. ,

Notwithstanding the solemn disavowal by Scindiah 
of these orders, the many instances of insincerity 
manifested by that chieftain, the general tenor of 
his conduct, and the authenticity of the source of 
information upon this subject, together with cir­
cumstances which have been subsequently ascertained,, 
confirm the intelligence originally received relative 
to these acts of aggression on the part of Scindiah.
The facts were communicated to the Collector of 
Allahabad by the express direction ofHirnnmt .Beha- 
dur, (one of the Peishwah’s officers in Bundeleund) 
to vvhpra the letters of Scindiah were addressed, and 
who previously transmitted proposals to. the Gover­
nor General, for the transfer of that province to the 
aptliority of the British Government.

In a letter from Colonel Collins, dated the 14th 
of June, and received on the 6th of July, that of­
ficer transmitted a paper of intelligence from his 
Agent at Delhi, stating that messengers from Dow-.
Jut Rho Scindiah had lately come to the Rohilla 
chieftain Gholaum Mahomed Khan, who resides at 
Nadmvn, and that letters had been received by that, 
chieftain from General Perron, inviting him to pro­
ceed with his followers towards the station of Gene­
ral Perron’s army, by the way of Saharunporc, for 
the purpose of exciting commotions in the Jagheer 
of Rampore ; and assuring him of ample support 
both from Scindiah and General Perron; and that 
Genera! Perron had clandestinely addressed letters 
to the principal persons residing in the Jaghecr of 
Rampore and other place's, urging them to em­
ploy their exertions in disturbing the tranquillity of *
the Company’s possessions. This intelligence was 
corroborated by information repeatedly received and 
communicated to the Governor General by the Re­

sident
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General in the ceded provinces of Chide, of the 
•preparations of Gholaum Mahomed Khan, for the 
avowed purpose of complying with the suggestions 
which be had received from Scindiah and General 
Perron, to excite disturbances in the district of 
Katnpdor, and to disturb the tranquillity of the Vi­
zier’s and the Company’s dominions ; and on the 
26th of July, copies of letters from Uowlut Rao 
Bcindiah to Gholaum Mahomed Khan and Bumboo 
Khan (the grandson of the late Nujib-oo-Dovvlab, 
who occupies a territory in the vicinity of Saharun- 
poorj declaring the intention of Scindiah to com­
mence a war of aggression against the British power, 
and instigating those chieftains to co-operate with 
•the forces of General Perron against the British pos­
sessions, were received by the Governor General 
from Mr. Lcycester, the collector at Momdabad, 
to whom they had been transmitted by Bumboo 
Khan.

It appears from a passage in these documents, 
that the letters of Scindiah to Gholaum Mahomed 
Khan, and Bumboo Khan, were written subse­
quently to the march of Dowlot Rao Scindiah from 
Boorhanpore, on the 4th of May, But the dispatch 
of messengers to Gholaum Mahomed Khan, and the 
transmission of the instructions to General Perron, 
under which that officer addressed letters to the 

‘•principal persons in Rampoor, and other places, as 
noticed in the preceding paragraphs, must be refer­
red to an earlier period of time. The complete 
state of preparation in which the army of General 
Perron was actually placed, is a corroborative evi 

' deuce Of the actual transmission of orders to that 
officer, to the effedt described iu Colonel Collins’s 
letter of the 9th of March.

These facts reciprocally confirm each point of the 
evidence of Scindiab’s hostile projects, and combined 
with information at various times communicated by

the
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the Resident with Do win!. Rao Scindiah, of the pro- 
need "mgs of that chieftain, with the repeated intel­
ligence received of the actual formation of an,hos­
tile confederacy between Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
the Rajah of Berar, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and 
with the tenor and result of the Resident’s nego­
tiations, amount to full proof of the alledged design 
on the part of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, of 
subverting the alliance fofmed between the British 
government and.his Highness the Peishwah.

During the actual crisis of affairs, it appeared to 
the Governor General necessary to unite the eon- 
troul of all political affairs in the Dekan, connected 
with the negotiation then depending between the 
British government and the confederated chieftains, 
arid with the movement of the army,, under a dis­
tinct local authority, subject to the Governor Gene- 
ral in council, but possessing full powers to conclude 
tipon the spot whatever arrangements might become 
necessary, either for the final settlement of peace, or 
for the active prosecution of war- The Gover- ' 
nor General was of opinion, that those impor­
tant powers could not be placed With advantage in 
any other hands than those of the general officer 
commanding the troops, destined- to restore the tran­
quillity of the Dekan ; arid accordingly determined 
on the 2fitb of June, to vest them in Major General 
Wellesley, whose established influence among the 
Marhatta chiefs, and intimate knowledge ot the 

, Governor General’s sentiments concerning the Bri­
tish interests in the Marhatta empire, were particu­
larly calculated to enable that officer to execute the 
arduous trust reposed in him, with the greatest be­
nefit to the pijblie interests. The same powers were 
alsp vested in Lieutenant Genera! Stuart, in the ■ 
event of his assuming the immediate command of 
the forces in the Dekan. j

On the 18th of July, Major General Wellesley 
having received these powers from the Governor

General I
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addressed a .letter to the Resident, d i r e c l v ^  

^ 'iS g .h im . to .sta te  to Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Berar, the anxiety tvith which the British 
government defired the preservation of peace f  and 
to observe, that the only proof which could be ac­
cepted of the sincerity of the amicable professions 
of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, was the imme­
diate separation and return of their armies from the 
frontier of the Nizrjro’s territories, to their respec­
tive capitals; in which case, General Wellesley of­
fered to withdraw the troops under his command to 
their usual stations- Should however Scindiah and 
the Rajah o f Berar be resolved to maintain their 
positions on the Nizam’s frontier, the Resident was 
directed to apprize those chieftains, that he had re­
ceived Major Genera! Wellesley’s orders to quit the 
camp of Scindiah, without delay.

After further evasive attempts, the two chM ains 
returned answers on the 31st July to . General. 
Wellesley’s requisition, and proposed to retire from 
the position which they occupied, at the same time 
that General Wellesley should commence his march 
to the usual stations of the British A r m y t h i s  pro­
position however, was accompanied by a condition 
which furnished a curious example o f the deceitful, 
but weak policy of these Marhatta chiefs; they add­
ed to a proposition specious in its first: appearance, 
the inadmissible and absurd condition, that on the 
same day on which the British troops under General 
Wellesley should reach the stations of Bombay, Ma­
dras, and Seringapatam* , the Marhatta confederates 
would encamp the united armies of Scindiah and the

* fr°m Amednuggur (the position of Major Ge­
neral Wellesley $ army on the 31st July 1803,)

To Madras, - . * ■ 1049 Miles,
Seringapatam . „ 54,1____
Bombay, • .  „ 3 2 1 ____

From the position which the confederates *ecupied, Boorhan- 
pore is distant about fifty miles.

R Rajah.



Rajah of Berar at Boorhanpffre, a city belonging to 
Soindiah, and situated about fifty miles from the 
Nizam’s frontier.

The manner in which this proposition was con­
veyed to General Wellesley deserves'particular no­
tice. At the last conference, on the 31st July, be­
tween the British Resident,'Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
and the Ryjah of Berar, three successive propositions 
were offered by those chieftains to Colonel Coliins’s 
acceptance. The first proposition was, that the 
united forces of Sobdiah and the Rajah o f Berar 
should retire to Boorhatipoore, and that Major Ge- "■ 
nerai Wellesley should withdraw the British troops ' 
to  their usual stations ;• or in other words, that the 
.British army should abandon the means which it pos­
sessed in its actual position, and in its embodied • 
state, of opposing a  seasonable resistance to any 
hostile attempts on. the part of the confederated 
chieftains, while those chieftains should retire with 
their united armies to a short distance from the fron­
tier of our ally, prepared to take advantage of the 
approaching favourable season, and of the absence 
and dispersion of the British forces.

This unreasonable'proposition having been deci­
dedly'and instantly rejected by the Resident, the. 
confederated chieftains offered' their second proposi­
tion, that the Resident should appoint a day for the 
inarch of the respective’forces of those chieftains 
from the place cl their endtunpinent, and that the 
Resident should pledge the faith of the British go­
vernment for the retreat of the $rmy under Major 
General Wellesley, ofl the day off which the armies- 
of the confederates should commence their march to 
their usual stations.

It is manifest that this proposition afforded no 
othfer, security for th actual return of the armies 
of those chieftains to.their usual stations, than a pre­
carious dependence on those promises which they

bar.!
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X ^g ^so -rep ea ted ly  violated, Independently of which 

consideration, Colonel Collins was not authorised to 
pledge the faith of the British government to an ar~

* rangcinent, inconsistent with the instructions which 
he had received from Major General Wellesley, and 
it soon became evident that this proposition was 
merely illusory on the part of the chieftains,

Seindiah. and the Rajah of Berar,finally proposed 
their third proposition, that they should by a letter 
state to Major General Wellesley,. “ that on the day 
on which General Wellesley should withdraw hi!S • 
troops from the station then occupied by the British, 
army, those chieftains would separate their armies, and 
commence their return to their respective, territories in 
Berar and the north of H in d o s ta n This proposed 
modification of General Wellesley’s requisition evi- •> 
denliy diminished-, the security wpich might have 
been derived from the previous and immediate .sepa­
ration and departure, of the confederated armies,. 
Seindiah and the Rajah of Berar, -however, having- 
declared, that unless Major General Wellesley should 

n consent to the third proposition, they could not re­
tire consistently with a due regard to the honour Of 
their respective governments, Colonel Collins con­
sented to refer that proposition to Major General. > 
Wellesley, and to remain in Seindiah’s camp until 
an answer should, be received, provided the letters to 
Major General Wellesley were sent to the Resident, 
for transmission before the noon of the following day.

It now appeared, that both the second aodfohird 
propositions had been absolute evasions for the pur­
pose of gaining time ; in direct, violation of the 
terms ot both the second auclt the third propositions*, 
Seindiah and the Rajah of Berar on the 1st of . 
August, 1803, transmitted letters to the Resident/ 
addressed • .to Major General Wellesley, proposing 
(riot to separate their armies, and to commence their 
return to Berar, and to the northern provinces of

F  2 ' Hiii-
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i dost an, on the day on which Major General 

Wellesley should withdraw the British array;) but 
to continue their armies united, and instead of com­
mencing their “ march to their respective territories in 

• Jderar, and the north o f Hindostan to limit their 
.retreat to the neighbouring station of Boorhanpore, 
precisely according to the terms of the first propo­
sition, which bad been fully discussed, and positively 
and, instantly rejected t>y Colonel Collins.

On the receipt of the Rajah of Berar’s letters coo* 
•taming this inadmissible and insidious proposition, 
the Resident made immediate arrangements for quit­
ting the camp of Dowfut Rao Seindiah, and com­
menced hiS march towards Aurangabad on the 3d 
o f  August.

Ii may be useful in this place to review in it dis­
tinct and connected form, the leading facts of the 
hate transactions, which have terminated in a disso- 

- luiion of the relations of amity between the British 
Government and the confederated chieftains, Dow- 
Jut Rao Seindiah and the Rajah of Berar.

His Highness the Peishwah was compelled, to­
wards the close of the year 1802, by the violence 
and usurpation of a subject * of his government, to 
abandon his capital city of Poonah ; in pursuance of 
the  principles of the alliance formed with the Peish­
wah in 1700, and revived in 1792 and 1793, and 
with a view to the establishment of the general sys­
tem of defensive alliance, commenced with the 
JVlizam by the treaties of 17Q8 and 1800, his High­
ness the Peishwah solicited and obtained the aid of 
the British power for the restoration of bis authority, 
and concluded engagements with the British Go­
vernment, calculated to secure his Highness’s rights 
and independence, against the designs of any foreign 
or domestic enemy. Those engagements not only

Jeswunt Rao Holkar.
con-
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of the feudatory chieftains of the Marhatta empire, 
hut provided additional security for the unmolested 
exercise of those rights. Reference to the treaty of 
Bassein will prove this statement.

Dowlut Rao Scindiah distinctly expressed his con­
currence in the propriety of the measures adopted by 
the British Government for the restoration of the 
Peishvyah’s authority; he was assured by the Resi­
dent in the name of the British Government, that 
the treaty of Bassein was merely of a defensive na­
ture ; and after having received a copy of" the treaty 
of Bassein, he admitted that the treaty of Bassein 
was not injurious to his own rights, Or to those of 
the feudatory chieftains ; he also, after some discus­
sion, admitted that the Peishwah possessed the right 
to conclude the treaty of Bassein without the con­
currence of the Marhatta feudatories, stating merely 
that as guarantee * to the treaty of Salbye, he ought 
to have been consulted by the Peishwah ; Dotviut 
Rao Scindiah, however, persisted in soliciting the 
junction o! the Rajah of Berar, with the whole body 
of his forces, for th e ‘purpose of deciding the ques­
tion of war or peace, or in other words, of eventually 
employing their united power and resources, to in­
vade the territories of the allies and o f the company, 
and to subvert the arrangements concluded between 
the Entish Government and the Peishwah at. Bassein.
. fc conformity to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s solicita­

tions, the Rajah of Berar commenced his march for 
thc purpose of effecting the proposed junction of 
tneir numerous armies in a menacing position on the

frontier
, subject it rnay be observed, that to have rendered

the t eyl,wan responsible to Scindiah for the afks:of his admi­
nistration as the acknowledged executive head ot the Marhatta 
state, would have reversed the relation which subsists between 
them. I he duty of a guarantee to a treaty cannot be consi­
dered to extend to the obligation of precluding any change in

“ the
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vernment.
These measures were not adopted by those chief­

tains with a view, nor even under a pretence, of de- . 
fending their own rights ami interests against any ap­
prehended design on the part of the British govern­
ment or of any,other state, to injure or to invade those 
rights or interests, nor with the view of securing the 
protection or internal settlement of their own posses­
sions in the vicinity of the Nizam’s dominions. No 
such apprehensions yvere ever stated by either chief- 
taia. These measures were therefore avowedly con­
certed for the express purpose of enabling those chief­
tains to carry into effect ’their eventual resolution of 
undertaking a war of aggression'.against the British 
government, arid its allies, for the'purpose of usurping 
the authority of the Peishwall, and of destroying a 
treaty, the tendency of which the confederate chief­
tains had not arraigned, and which the Peishwah was 
acknowledged to be competent to conclude, even by 
the direct admission of Dow hit: Rao Scindiah.

Under these, and, other indications of hostility on 
the part of those chieftains, the British government 
merely required that they should retire with their

the terms of such treaty, or even its. entire abrogation, provided 
the coritra&ing parties have agreed by mutual consent to vary 
Or afttn.l it. 1 In his capacity of guarantee to the treaty of Sal- : 
bye, Scindiah is merely authorized to bring to a right, under- 
standirtg either of the parties to that treaty which shall deviate 
from its stipulations. In that capacity, therefore, . Scindiah 
does not possess any authority to prevent the contracting par­
ties from concluding any additional engagements, or even from 
abrogating the treaty of .vlhye by mutual consent; at all 
events, his interests and station as a member of the M.arhatta 
state, were sufficiently considered by the offer of admitting him 
to.be a party in the defensive treaty concluded with the Petsb- 
■wah, or of contracting separate engagements between hiin and 
the British government on the basis of that; treaty .

* Near the Adjuntee Ghaut, a pass about sixty miles north of 
Aurangabad, on the Nizaafs north western frontier, and lead­
ing into his territories.

♦ armies
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armies to their usual stations, in Berar and the north 
of Hindustan, proposing thatthe British army in the 
Dekan, should also retire in a similar mariner.

At the moment, when Dowlut Kao Sciiiciiah, after 
being apprized of all the stipulations of the treaty of 
Bassein, acknowledged, that it contained no provi­
sions injurious to the rights of the feudatory chief­
tains, that chieftain publicly declared to the Resident,
2’‘hat the question o f peace or war with the British go­
vernment, depended upon the result of a conference 
between Scindiah arid the Rajah of Berar, vvhdsfc ar­
rival at the head of the whole body of his forces in 
the vicinity of Sciudiah’s camp, was daily ex­
pected.

The hostile and insulting nature of this declaration 
deserves particular attention. Occupying a positron 
with the main body of his forces near the frontier of 
our ally, Scindiah publicly declared, iri opdn durbar, 
to the representative of the British government, that 
he awaited the arrival" of' the 'Rajah of Berar, at the 
head of a numerous army on the frontier of the domi­
nions of our ally, for the purpose of deciding, whether 
the united arms of those confederate chieftains, should 
be employed in a war of aggression against the British, 
government and its allies.

After the declaration made by Dowlut Rao Scin­
diah, tfiat The British government should know 
whether it would tie peace or war as soon as the Rajah 
of Berar should have pined' Scindiah’t  arnvif every 
principle of the law of. nations would have justified 
the British government in adopting any measures 
which might have been deemed necessary to prevent 
the intended junction between the Armies of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah and of the Rajah of Berar, It would 
have- been justifiable to have employed force for the 
purpose of preventing the junction of the confederate 
armies, and of diverting the operations of th,eir 
troops. Those dbjpetsfeonstinited a sullicient cause1 
of war, previously to the meeting of the chiefs, and

would
*■ ,
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'  vtould have warranted the immediate attach of the 

territories and resources of the confederates in order 
to prevent the accomplishment of the avowed purpose 
of their meeting.

The armies of those chieftains however were per­
mittee] to effect the proposed junction, and the chief­
tains met f o r  the purpose o f deciding, ■whether i t  should 
he -peace d r -war w ith  the Conlpany. After the junction 
of their armies, those chieftains continued by syste­
matic delays and evasions, to withhold any declara­
tion with regard to the nature of their designs, during 
a period of two months ; and although at the expira­
tion of that period of time, the confederated chieftains 
disavowed all intention of obstructing the complete 
execution of the treaty of Bassein, they refused to 
abandon the arrangements avowedly adopted, and the 
position occupied, for the eventual prosecution of 
hostilities against the British government.

The p ro c e e d in g s  of the confederated chieftains 
were therefore manifestly of a menacing and aggres­
sive nature, and the position of their united armies on 
the frontier o f  our ally, enabled them to carry into im­
mediate execution the hostile designs which jtbeir 
conduct and their language had previously indicated.
The temporary change of their language unaccompa­
nied by any change of conduct, afforded no security 
against the hostilities which they had menaced, and 
while they continued to occupy an hostile and menac­
ing position with their united armies, the contradiction 
between their professions and their actions afforded just 
ground of suspicion, especially at that season when 
ft would have been much more difficult for their 
forces than tor the British to have commenced active 
operations. On the ot her hand, the movement of the 
British troops towards Abmednuggur, as far as it re­
spected the Rajah of Berar and Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diab, Was purely defensive. The internal condition 
<7f his Highness the Peishwah’s government would

alone-
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alone have justified, and required -tha march of the 
British subsidiary force from Pooriah to that-,position.

Under these circumstances, those chieftains were 
not entitled to any corresponding concessions on our 
} art, and their refusal to comply unconditionally' with 
the requisition of the British government, would have 
justified an, immediate, resort to arms. The offer of 
Major-General Wellesley., therefore, on the 1 Sth of 
July, to withdraw the troops under his command, 
fronrthe vicinity of Admednuggur, and the amicable 
assurances with which it was. accompanied, afforded 
the most unequivocal, proof of the pacific intentions 
of the British government, and deprived the confede­
rated- chieftains of every pretext for continuing to 
maintain their armies in their united and menacing 
position on the frontier of our ally.

The mere junction qf the armies o f  Scindiah and 
the Rajah-of Berar, upon the frontier of the domi­
nions of our ally, for any purpose unconnected with 
the security of the rights of those chieftains, would 
have compelled the British government to demand the 
removal of those .armies from that menacing position, 
and would have required the adoption of those mea­
sures of precaution on our part ; and the refusal of 
those chieftains to comply with that demand, would 
have justified an appeal to arms for the security of 
our interests, and those of our allies. Rut Scindiah 
had publicly declared, that the object of the junc­
tion of the confederate armies wps to decide the 
question of peace or war with the Company. Under 
the circumstances of the moment therefore, no other 

.security for the pacific conduct of those chieftains 
could have been accepted* than such as should de­
prive them of the, power of prosecuting with success 
the designs; which they manifestly entertained, and 
had declared against the rights and interests of the 
British government and its allies.

During the whole-course of the negoeiations be­
tween the Resident and Dowlut Kao Scindiah, (from

G the
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tfie '2/tli of February until the 3d of August, 1803,) 
that chieftain and the Rajah of Berar employed their 
most assiduous endeavours to induce Jeswubt Rao 
jflolfcar to unite in the Confederacy, and to form a 
junctiotl With the confederate armies; and those 
Chieftains even assigned the depending negociatiod 
with jeswunt Rao Holkar, as a cause for maintaining 
their united armies in the position from which they 
were required to retreat.

The result established by these facts, which are 
amply detailed in the Governor General’s dispatches 
to the secret committee of the 19th April, 20th 
June, 1st August, and 25th Septefnper 1803, is-—

I st. That according to the evidence of facts and to 
the distinct avowal of Sctndiah and the Rajah Of Be­
rar, those chieftains had no cause of complaint 
against the British government, nor any reason to ap­
prehend that their just rights and interests were ex­
posed to hazard by the arrangements concluded be­
tween the British government and the Peisbwah, 

idly. That the junction and continuance of ihe 
etmies of those chieftains On the frontier of the ISV 
asatn, near Adjantee, were evidently unnecessary for 
any purpose connected with the security of their 
rights, or with the protection or internal arrangement 
of any part of their territorial possessions; and that if 
either Sciftdiahor the Rajah of Berar had really en­
tertained apprehensions of Holkar’S movements, they 
could not have continued in their actual position with, 
common prudence, but must for their own safety have 
retired in the direction required by Major General 
Wellesley, since Holkar at that, time occupied a po­
sition in the vicinity of Scindiab's dominions in 
Malwa.

3dJy. That the general conduct and language bf 
those chieftains, indicated designs of an hostile nature 
against the British government, .and its allies, the 
Feishwab, anclthe Nizam, and t hat Sctndiah had dis-

tin&ly
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declared pn the 28th of May, that he and the 

Rajah ofBerar, meditated eventual war , ,
4tbiy. That those chieftains assembled^ their ar­

mies in a menacing position pn the frontier of our 
ally the Niaam, for the purpose of enabling them 
eventually to carry those designs into execution, > 

gthly. That the public and insulting menace o* 
war, against the British Government, uttered by 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the 28th of May 1803, 
was an open avowal of an hostile spirit, and an act 
of direct’ hostility ; and therefore a sufbcicnt cause 
of war, unless that menace bad been effectually re­
tracted by such a movement of that chieftain s army# 
as should have secured the British interests agamst 
the accomplishment of so insolent and wanton a 
threat; that the confederate army continued to re­
tain the means of commencing with advantage the 
war which Spindiah had denounced_{ that the same 
hostile spirit was manifested by various preparations 
and arrangements dangerous to the British govern­
ment and its allies, and that these acts of aggression 
were menaced and committed, not only without any
cause of complaint deducible frpm the measures, and
proceedings of the British government or of its allies;, 
but under a distinct acknowledgment of the pacify? 
nature of our arrangements with the Peishwah, and 
under an avowed conviction of our amicable mten-

*!°6thly, That the hostile nature of the proceedings 
of those chieftains, and their repeated violation of 
public faith, precluded all reliance on their promises 
and professions, and rendered it the duty of the Bri­
tish government to require the separation and return 
of their armies to their respe&ive territories, as the 
only security for the rights and interests of the Bri­
tish government and its allies, against the declared 
designs of those confederated chieftains.

nhjur That this requisition was accompanied by 
■ G  2  a pro-•, ft, ft 1. f ; ' | .
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to withdraw the British army from its 
^  ’̂ ®»oed position at Ahmedhuggur in the Dekaii, 

and that such a proposal was not only an incontro­
vertible proof of the just and pacific views of the Bri­
tish government, but furnished ample security to the 
confederated chieftains, against the possiblity of any 
danger which could be apprehended by them, from 
a compliance with our requisition to separate and 
withdraw their armies.

I t  was evident therefore, that after the denial of 
this just requisition, the defence and security of our 
rights, anrithose of our allies; could only be maintain­
ed by resorting to arms against Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Bear.

The season pressed for decision. The a'dtual pre­
valence of the rainy mdnsoc'rt 'in the provinces of India, 
which must become the theatre of war, was highly' 
favourable to otir operations, and equally unpropiti- 
ous to any hostile movement of the native powers.

To have permitted the confederate chieftains toi re­
main unmolested until the close of the rains, would 
have sacrificed h principal advantage which we then 
possessed, and would have enabled and encouraged 
them to prosecute with facility and rapidity, their 
operations* against the territories • of the Nizam, of 

' ■ "the

* The Dessarah, which may be considered a military festival 
among the Marhatfus, . takes place a t the close of the south 
west monsoon, about the end of the month of September p the 
favourable season fm- the movement of troops then opens. The 
jhafida <>r great standard, of the prince is hoisted, a camp is 
formed,, and the operations of the ensuing year arc -determined, 
whether they may be direft^d against an open enemy, or to 
the objedb Of c&ttcftmg the "permanent trihute, or Choate, or 
to move on n Mnluk-Gheree, or plundering expedition, “ in  
Poonah,.this festival is celebrated with .particular splendor, The 
Fvishwah, accompanied by the great members.of the empire, 
march, out of the city, preceded by the1 state equipages, consist­
ing of elephant's superbly caparisoned, led horses, and in short 
all the pomp of oriental, magnificence. Upon this occasion the 
M ariettas go through the ceremony of plundering a field -;

■ '■ , doubtless *

' e°% \
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" x ^^eT P eishw ab , of the Rajah of Mysore, and eventual­

ly of the company, at the commencement of the 
favourable season.

This policy would have united all the disadvan­
tages of irresolution with the inconvenience of heavy 
expense, and of the continuance of our army at a 
remote distance from our own possessions; neither 
prudence nor honour would have permitted us to 
retreat under the menacing language and command­
ing position of the confederate chieftains. We must 
therefore have maintained an advanced position in 
thc'Dvknn, nor could we have abandoned the Nizam, 
the Peishwah, the Guikwar, ..the Rajah of Mysore, 
and our own subjects upon our frontier, to the secu­
rity of vague' professions' from a Marhatta Durbar.
The threats and power of the confederates, the posi­
tion and force of their army, combined with the ge­
neral tenor of their conduct and policy, absolutely re­
quired that our army should remain in the vicinity of 
the confederate forces, for the preservation of our in­
terests, of our safety, of our public faith , and of our 
reputation.

In addition to other circumstances, the declining 
state of the Nizam’s health, anti the designs which 
the confederate chieftains were known to entertain 
with respect to the succession to the sovereign autho­
rity of the Dekan, rendered it indispensibly necessary 
that while the Marhatta army remained on the Ni­
zam’s frontier, the British trooops should occupy a 
position calculated to secure the regular order of suc­
cession on the Nizam’s death, and to frustrate the 
attempts which the confederates might make to place 
on the Musnud of the Dekan, one of the younger

doubtless to remind them of. their predatory origin. The- 
Peisfywah leads flic way, by tearing up a handful of corn ; his 
example is followed by’all present, and the field is pillaged in a 
moment.” '

sons
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of the Nizam, devoted to the cause of the Mar* 

batta chiefs, and inimical to the British interests.
The same policy which dictated the conclusion of 

the treaties or Hyderabad in 170® and in 1600, re­
quired, that the British government should be pre­
pared to maintain the stability of its alliance with the 
Prince of the Dckan, and toresistany attempt which 
•might be directed to the subversion of the British in­
fluence at. Hyderabad, or to the exclusion of the legi­
timate heir from the sovereign power of the Dekari.

These considerations therefore rendered it indis­
pensably necessary to maintain an advanced position in 
the Dckan, while the confederates should persist in the 
determination of menacing the frontier of our allies.
If the British army had continued in an advanced 
■position, leaving to the confederates the undisturbed 
possession of their resources and means of attack, the 
■result must have been deeply injurious, if not fatal to 
our cause.

After we had sustained the expense and inconve­
nience of remaining inactive in the field, waiting the 
pleasure of the Marhatta Durbars for peace or war, 
the confederate chieftains would ultimately have 
possessed the opportunity of employing their com­
bined force against our dispirited army with every 
advantage of season, with increased alacrity and 
vigour, and with the probable addition of Holkar’s 
troops, of many of our present Marhatta allies, and 
even of French auxiliaries.

The same considerations of justice and policy 
therefore which absolutely required us to maintain our 
army in an advanced position under the actual ag­
gression and hostile conduct of the confederates, 
operated with additional force to demand such a 
seasonable application of our military strength, as 
should afford us the full benefit of our actual advan­
tages, frustrate the artifices, delays, and treachery of

the
"  ■* • . /. T.fji l f : ’ %
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enemy, anticipate Bis insulting menace of war,

^  check his pride, and chastise his insolence.
I f  we had submitted to the insidious propositions 

of the Marhatta chiefs, if vve had retreated in the face 
of their united forces, and had withdrawn our army 
in the Dekan*, while they retained their command­
ing position; if we had omitted the precautions 
which involved additional expense on the frontier of 
Oude, and in other quarters; we should have sub­
mitted the honour, dignity, and interests, if not the 
existence, of the British government in India, to the 
most faithless, sanguinary, rapacious, and violent Of 
the Marhatta adventurers; we should have forfeited - 
the opinion of the native powers, which forms a main 
pillar of the fabric of our empire; We should have 
descended to a public acknowledgment of the su­
periority of the Marhatta arms in the face of all Asia ; 
and we should have been degraded by the native 
states of Hindustan, and the Dekan, to the rank of a 
secondary power in India; of a power, secondary to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, whose military strength rests 
upon the support of French adventure, enterprize, 
and skirl.

A policy so unworthy of British wisdom, honour, 
and courage would have subjected the tranquillity 
and security of Hindustan and the Dekan, including 
all Our alliances, dependencies, and possessions, to the 
will bt Scindiah,' and of a band of French adventu­
rers, armed with a powerful artillery, in the critical 
moment of a renewal o f  w a r with France.

It appeared to the Governor General to be a more 
s^fe, as well as a more honourable policy, to employ 
the means which he had prepared, for the purpose of

* Dekan or South in its general signification, implies tile whole 
of the peninsula of India to the southward of the Ncrbudda ri­
ver, or from the 22d degree of north latitude 'to Cape Comorin.
In its limited sense it is intended to signify the countries now 
forming the provinces of Candeish, Dowlutabad, Yiztapoor,

♦ Golconda, and part of Berar.'
effectually
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effectually averting the present and future projects of 
the confederate* and their French officers, than to 
confide the security of any part of his arduous trust 
to the professions of the Marhatta chiefs, contradicted 
by the spirit of all their actions, and by the uniform 
tepor of their character, disposition and views.

Colonel Collins therefore left Scindiah’s camp on 
the 3d of August, arid the British government pro­
ceeded to carry into execution the plan of operations 
which had been formed for the eventual defeat of the 
unjust and unprovoked designs of the confederated 
chieftains, Dowlut, Rao Scindia and the Rajah of 
.Berar.

The compass of these notes will not admit a fiate- 
ment of the detailed instructions issued by the Go­
vernor General to his Excellency the Commander in 
Chief (General Lake), and to the honourable Major 
General Wellesley, to the governments of Fort St.. 
George and Bombay, and to the public officers at 
Fort William, relative to the preparation and em­
ployment of the forces, and to several points connect­
ed with the formation of a system of political arrange­
ment. with the neighbouring states and chieftains, 
calculated to diminish the power and resources of 
tile enemy, and to facilitate the success of the British 
arms, in theevent of our being compelled to proceed 
to hostilities.

Every measure was suggested and adopted, which 
the judgment of the Governor General in council 
could devise, for the successful accomplishment of 
those political arrangements, and the preparations 
for military operations were all made with a view to 
the commencement of hostilities -.in,.every quarter of 
the possessions of the enemy, before the close of the 
rainy season. Although this early movement was 
likely to prove difficult to the British armies, it is well 
known that these difficulties would be inconsiderable

* in
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' la comparison with the almost insurmountable ob­

stacles which embarrass the operations of the army of 
a native power, during the period of the rains. The 
forces from the armies of Port St, George and of 
Bombay under the command of Major General Wel­
lesley, were already iri a position to commence hosti­
lities1 in the Dekan, as soon as intelligence should be 
received of the rupture of the,negotiation with Sc In­
dia h and the Rejah of Berar; and arrangements had 
been carried into effect, for the early invasion (from 
Ganjam and from Cdculta by the , armies of Fort St.
George and Bengal,) of the valuable province of Cut­
tack in Orissa, which disjoins the British territory, 
and interrupts the continuity of our dominions be­
tween Bengal and the northern Sircars. The govern­
ment of Bombay was prepared to seize at the same 
time, the sea ports and territory belonging to Scm- 
dsah in Guzerat, on the extremity of the western 
quarter of India. By the indefatigable activity, zeal, 
ability, and energy of General Lake, (whose personal 
exertions have surpassed all former example, and have 
been the main source of the success of the war in that 
quarter,) the army of Bengal on the north-west fron­
tier of Glide, was placed towards the close of the 
month of July, in a state of preparation and equip­
ment, favorable to the immediate attack of Monsieur 
Perron’s force, as soon as authentic advices should be 
received, of the commencement of hostilities in the 
Dekan.

The arrangements adopted by the Governor Gene­
ral during this arduous crisis of affairs, were directed 
to provide for a general combined attack to be made, 
nearly at the same time, on the united army of 
Scindiab and the Rajah of Berar under their personal 
command in the Dekan, and on all their most vul­
nerable and valuable possessions in every quarter of 
India. The plan o f  operations comprehended a tract

H  of
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of country, ex tending from Delhi* and the Presiden­
cies of Fort William, Fort St. George, and Bombay 
to Poonah, Hyderabad, Guzerat, and Orissa, and em­
braced, together with the. security and defence of the 
British dominions, the important objects of defeating 
the confederate chieftains in the field ; of establishing 
our allies, their highnesses the Peishwah and the Ni- v. 
zam in their respective legitimate governments; of 
securing the legitimate succession to the, government 
of the Dekan ; of’ delivering the unfortunate and 
aged emperor Shah Atlurn, and the royal houfe of 
Timur, from misery, degradation, and bondage £ 
and of. extirpating the last remnant of French in­
fluence in India, by rescuing his Imperial Majesty the 
Moghul, from the hands of a desperate band of 
French adventurers; and by destroying the powerful 
artillery aad military resources of Monsieur Perron, 
find of the French state founded upon the ruins of 
the. authority of the Moghul, and under the auspices 
of Scindiah, on the north-west frontier of Hin- 
clostan.

The army under Major General Wellesley was di­
rected to the purpose of opposing the confederated , 
force under the command of Scindiah and the Rajah 
ofBerar. The effect of Major General Wellesley’s 
success might be expected to deliver from all danger

* Delhi to Poonah, - - 913 Miles-
Hyderabad, - 950
Baroach, about - 800 •
CllM-sirV - <)02

Foft William to Poonah, - 1289 %
Hyderabad, - - 902
Baroacb, ' •* - 1251

Fort William to Bombay, ■ - 1301
Fort St. George, - 1030 .

Fort St. George to Poonah, - 660
Hyderabad, - - 3.52
Boorhanpoor, - 769

Fort St. George to Bombay, - 758 
Baroach to Cuttack, - near 1000

the
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I^ N ia a m , the Peishwah, and the Company’s pos- 

^  sessions in Mysore, in the western and southern dis­
tricts of the Dekan, and on the frontier ofBerar; and 
to establish the governments of the Guikwar, ofPoO- 
nah, anci of Hyderabad,

By the reduction of Cuttack in Orissa, an effectual 
blow would be struck against the Rajah of Berar s re­
sources, the only maritime territory of the M ar­
ie tta s ,o n  the eastern side of the peninsula of India, 
would be secured from all intercourse with the 
French, a valuable addition would be made to our 
revenue, and a strong barrier added Ip the frontier 
of Bengal against predatory incursion ; the inter­
course Between Bengal and the territories of Fort 
St, George would also be protected from inter­
ruption. The seizure'of Scindiah’s ports in Guzerat 
would leave no possession on the sea coast o f the 
western side of the peninsula to the Marhattas, ex ­
cepting that occupied by our allies the Peishwah and 
the Guikwar, and the confined territories,of A ngrh, 
and other piratical states, through which the commu­
nication with Scindiah’s territories is nearly impracti­
cable.

The operations on the north west frontier of Oude, 
under the immediate direction of General Lake, em ­
braced a most important branch of the war ; namely, 
—.-First, The destruction of the power of the French 
adventurers, established on the banks of the Jumna 
under Monsieur Perron. Secondly, The extension of 
the British frontier to the Jumna, with the possession 
of Agra, Delhi, and a sufficient, chain of posts on the 
right bank of the Jumna, for the protection of the na­
vigation of that river. Thirdly, The protection of 
the person of the emperor Shah Aliutn. Fourthly,
The establishment of an efficient system of alliance . 
with the. pfetty states, beyond the right bask, of the 
Jumna from Jeynagur to the province of Bun del-

I I  2 cund
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V;' T?i ««nd Fifthly, the annexation of Bundeleund to 

the Company’s dominions, by which annexation great 
additional security would be derived to the rich pro­
vince and city of Benares, and an effectual check op­
posed to-whatever power might remain to the Rajah 
of Berar, or to any other Marhatta chief in that 
quarter.

The result of this plan of operations on the north 
west frontier of Oude, would destroy the influence of 
the French, and of the Marhattas, in the northern 
distrists of Hindostan, and would enable the British 
government to commence the foundation of such an 
intercourse with the Seiks, and the tribes inhabiting 
the Punjab, and the banks of the river Attock, as 
might furnish sufficient means of frustrating any at­
tempt of an invading enemy from the western side of 
the Indus.

In addition- to these advantages, it. was highly im­
portant to protect the person and nominal authority 
of the Moghul against the designs of France. The 
person and authority of that unhappy monarch were 

- treated by the Marhattas and by the French with- 
the most, barbarous indignity and violence, and it ap­
peared honourable to the reputation of the British 
name to afford a secure, respectable, and tranquil asy­
lum to the fallen dignity and declining age of the 
Emperor of Hindostan. It was also necessary to ex­
tend the protection of the British government to his 
Majesty’s heir apparent, and to any of the royal family 
who might otherwise fall into the hands of French 
adventurers, and under the direction of French 
agents, might become a powerful aid to the cause of 
France in India. v

By the most accurate aecounts which have been 
received on the subject of the forces of the enemy, *

* This province is situated to the S. W. of the Jumna river, 
about hte 24th and 25th degrees of north latitude.

it
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_x^sJfciSp:pearsJ, that towards the close of the month of 

July, tbe troops opposed to Major General Welles­
ley, under the immediate command ‘of Scindiah and 
of the Rajah of Berar in the field, amounted to about 

• 3 6 ,5 0 0  cavalry, 10,500 regular' infantry; 5 00  match­
lock men, 500 rocket men, and tgo pieces o f  ord­
nance. Two brigades under Monsieur Duder- 
naigue and Major Brownrigg, amounting to twelve 
battalions, with a large train of artillery, had been 
ordered to Hindost&n, and Monsieur Rothman’s bri­
gade had been directed to return to Boorhanpoor, 
leaving- with Scindiah only eight battalions,* con­
sisting of about 45 0 0  men; the Rajah of Berar’s 
infantry amounted to 6000  men. 'These .forces 
were posted at Jutgong, a place at the foot of the 
Adj untec Ghaut, in the Delean; in addition to the 
troops already stated, Scindiah had an advanced  
party of a few thousand horse dispersed through the 
Adjuntee hills.

The force under the immediate command of Mon­
sieur Perron, Scindiah's general in the northern pro- /  
vfnees of Hindostan, amounted to about id or I 7,000 
regular and disciplined infantry, and a well-appointed 
and numerous train of artillery; together with a 
body of irregular troops, and from 15 to 20 OOO 
horse, which it was also expected would be encreased 
by reinforcements of cavalry from the country of 
the Seiks, and from the Rajahs and petty chiefs on. 
the right bank of - the Jumna river, who were tribu- 
tary to, or in alliance with Monsieur Perron.

The head quarters of Monsieur Perron’s force 
were established near Coel, in a commanding situa­
tion on the frontier of our possessions, and on the 
most vulnerable point of our extensive empire.

ih e  local situation of Scindiah’s territories, and *

* Four Battalions under Monsieur Dupont, and four be- 
Paging to Begum Suniroo. ' *

the
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the nature of his military force in Hindostan, would 
always have constituted a serious danger to the 
British interests. Part of those territories was si­
tuated between the Jumna and the Ganges; they 
interrupted our line'of defence in that quarter, and 
some of Scindiah’s principal posts were introduced 
into the center of our dominions, while the pos­
session of,Agra, Delhi, and of the right bank of the 
Jumna, enabled that chieftain to command nearly 
the whole line of our north-western frontier.

Formidable as the power of Scindiah might have 
proved in the event of any accession to his strength 
by a connection with France, or with any enemy to 
the British interest, a danger more urgent had 
gtown out of the decline of Scindiah’s local autho­
rity in Hindostan, in the establishment of a regular 
corps of infantry, under the command of European 
officers, supported by funds derivable almost exclu­
sively from the territorial possessions of Scindiah, 
situated between the Jumna, Ganges, and the moun­
tains of Cemaon.

A considerable portion o f  this territory was as­
signed to Monsieur Perron, who had formed it-into 
an independent state, of which Scindiah’s regular 
infantry might, justly be termed the national army. 
The inhabitants of this territory considered Mon­
sieur Perron as their immediate sovereign, while the 
troops, supported by the revenues o f the country, 
regarded Monsieur Perron as the immediate execu­
tive authority, from which the army was to receive 
orders, subsistence and pay.

Possessed of such means, Monsieur Perron dic­
tated with the authority of a sovereign state of su­
perior rank, and with the vigour of efficient military 
-power, to the petty states occupying the countries 
on the right bank of the Jumna, and by the terror of 
his name and arms, held,, in abject submission the 
Kajepoot states of Jeynagur and Joudpore, together

with.
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^^'^w uh the Jauts, and the state of Gohud, extending 

his influence even to Buldcncund, and to the coun­
try occupied by the Seiks.

Under the influence of a succession of French ad­
venturers, the British government must have been ex­
posed to every intrigue of the French ip India, and 
even to the ambition and hostile spirit of the person 
who now rules the French nation ; nor could an in­
strument of destruction more skilfully adapted to 
wound the heart of the British empire iri India, have 
been presented to the vindictive hand, of the Chief 
Consul of France.

This French state actually held possession of the 
person and nominal authority of the Moghul, main­
tained the most efficient army of regujar infantry, 
and the most powerful artillery then existing in In­
dia, (with the exception of his Majesty’s and the 
Company’s troops,) and exercised a considerable in­
fluence over the neighbouring states, from the banks 
of the Indus to the confluence of the Jumna and the 
Ganges. Under any circumstances of an intimate 
connection between Scmdiah and the British Go­
vernment, even in the event of that chieftain’s acces­
sion to the treaty of Bassein, and to the general de­
fensive. alliance with the Company, the Nizam, and 
the Peishwah, it is impossible to suppose, that this 
French state would have co-operated with cordiality 
in support of the British interests.

In the event of an attack from France upon the 
British dominions in India, it could not be expected, 
that a French state, erected under the nominal and 
ostensible auspices of Scindiah in Hindostan, would 
have afforded any substantial aid to the ally of the 
British power, in a contest against France, even if 
that ally should have been disposed to have assisted 
us in such a crisis.

On the other hand, rib doubt existed, that Spindiah 
would always receive the mpst zealous aid from tbs

same
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same state in any attempt which he might make, 
either for the reduction of the British,, or tor the ag­
grandizement of the French power in India.
_ The safety of the British dominions in India, 

either with reference, to a contest with Scindiah, to a 
renewal of war with France, or to both these con­
tingencies, required therefore the reduction o f Mon­
sieur Perron’s power, and it became the duty of the 
British Government to be prepared to assume the' 
protection of its own territories, and to remove with 
its own hand, the proximate cause of insecurity 
and alarm.

The existence of Monsieur Perron’s power was. 
not, however, the cause of the present war in India ; 
although in the event of a continuance of the war 
with France, it might have proved highly dangerous 
to the British interests, and must have occasioned 
discussions with Scindiah. The causes of the war 
with Scindiah were confined to the military move­
ments, and to the hostile language and conduct of 
that chief and of his allies. The destruction of Mon­
sieur Perron’s force necessarily became a primary 
object of the war, commenced on distinct grounds 
of complaint against Scindiah.

The forces assembled in different quarters of In­
dia, for the purpose of carrying into effect the Go- 
veruor General’s comprehensive plan of operations 
against the confederate Marhatta chieftains, amount­
ed to about 54,918 men, exclusive of pioneers, gun 
Jascars, and. persons attached to the store and ord­
nance departments.

The army under the personal command of General 
Lake, consisted of three regiments of European, and 
five regiments of native cavalry, about two hundred 
European artillery, one regiment of European, and 
eleven battalions of native infantry, amounting alto­
gether to about 10,500 ioftn, The disposition of

this
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uns iorce towards the commencement of the month 
of August 1803, is exhibited in the order of battle 
which is annexed to these notes. It is necessary, 
however, to observe, that of this force, his Majesty’s 
8th regiment of dragoons, the 6th regiment of native 
cavalry, and the ad brigade of native infantry had 
not yet joined the army. The '2d brigade and 6th. 
regiment of native cavalry were at Anopsheer, and 
the 8th regiment of dragoons had only at this period 
received its horses from the Nawnub Vizier, and was 
hot yet prepared to move from Caw op ore.

In addition to this force* about 3500 men were 
assembled near Allahabad for the purpose of invad­
ing the province of Bundelcund, and about 2000 
men were collected at Mirzapoor to cover the pro­
vince and city of Benares, as well as to guard the 
passes in that quarter. Measures * were also adopted 
for the defence of the whole line of the frontier from 
Mirzapoor. to Midnapoor.

The troops under the immediate command of 
Major General Wellesley on thcDekan amounted to1 
16,823 men, exclusive of which a force was left at 
Poonab, consisting of a detachment of his Majesty’s 
8'J1h regiment, and 1035 Sepoys, which were deem­
ed fully sufficient, in conjunction with such troop • as 
the Peishwah himself bad at Poonab, to afford com­
plete protection to his Highness, and to repell any 
attack which might be made upon that city.

The force assembled for the invasion of the pro­
vince of Cuttack amounted to 5210 men.

It has already been stated, that the main body of 
the army of- Fort St. George had been assembled at

* It lias appeared unnecessary to state in this place the detail 
of these measures, as it would be difficult to exhibit in- a short 
compass, th« number and disposition of the troops employed on 
this service. I t  will be sufficient to observe, that every arrange­
ment was adopted which could ensure, the complete attainment 
of the important objects proposed to be derived from a compre­
hensive and efficient system of defence.

I Hurry hue
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I lurry bur on the north western frontier of Mysore, 
under the personal command of Lieutenant General 
Stuart. A part of this army had been detached to 
Poonah under the command of Major General Wel­
lesley in the month of March 1803. Political consi­
derations of importance, combined with advantages in 
a military point of view, had induced General Stuart, 
at the suggestion of Major General Wellesley, to 
move with the remainder towards the end of the 
month of May, to Moodgul, a town situated in the 
Doab of the Kistna and Toombudra rivers, about 
fourteen marches from Hyderabad. Ib is  position 
was admirably well calculated to afford protection to 
the Nizam’s dominions, to overawe the southern 
Marhatta Jagbeerdars, and to cover the Company’s 
territories by enabling General Stuart to interrupt 
with more facility, fhie march of any body of troops 
that might attempt to penetrate into them. The 
force* at Moodgul amounted to three companies of 
European artillery, one regiment of European and 
two regiments of native cavalry, three corps of 
European infantry, and five battalions of Sepoys, 
with a large train of artillery, and a proportion 
of gun lascars and pioneers, amounting to 7826 
fighting men. The Dewan and minister of Mysore 
with a confiderable force, encamped on the frontier 
of Mysore in the rear of General Stuart, and by 
his position, afforded additional protection to that 
country. In conformity to instructions for that pur­
pose from the Governor General, Lieutenant Gcne-

* The Tore: under Lieutenant General Stuart at Moodgul. 
European Cavalry, - - 431
Native ditto, - 846
European Irfan try,
Live companies of the 33d regiment, the 73d 

regiment and seven companies of the 80th 
regiment, - - 1529

European artillery, - - 2-51
Native Infantry, - - 4769

535 Atttiilery lascars, and 620 Madras Pioneers. 7826

( 58 )
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ral Stuart detached on the 2Qtb of March to Hyde­
rabad two battalions of Sepoys under the command 
of Major Irton, for the purpose of securing tranquil­
lity in that capital, in the event of the demise of the 
Nizam, which at that period of time, was rendered 
extremely probable, from the declining state of his 
Highness’s health.

, Circumstances connected with the arrival of a
French armament in 1 ndia, and the probability of a re­
newal of the war with France, rendered an alteration 
in the strength and disposition of the force at Mood- 
gul advisable, and induced Lieutenant General Stuart 
to return to the presidency of Fort St. George.

The 73d regiment and a battalion of Sepoys, were 
in consequence directed, about the beginning of the 
month of August, to proceed to the Carnatic, and the 
remainder of the army, with the exception ot two bat­
talions of Sepoys, which at different periods in the 
month of July were detached for the purpose of join­
ing the troops under the command of Major General 
Wellesley, with considerable supplies of treasure, 
bullocks and grain, was left at Moodgul, under the 
orders of Major General Campbell, who waa directed 
by Lieutenant General Stuart to detach the force 
under his command, for a part of it,) to join the 
troops in advance, or to Hyderabad, on receiving a 
requisition to that effect from Major General W el­
lesley, or from Major Kirkpatrick, the Resident at the. 
court of the Nizam.

The corps de reserve* under Major General 
Campbell, consisted of one regiment of European,

* Corps de reserve at Moodgul. Europ. Nat. T ot.
Cavalry—25th Dragoons, 1st arid 2d re-’) • 1277

giments native cavalry - f  
Infantry—Five companies of the 83d, and 

seven companies of the 80th 
■ regiment, 823 1935 27.55

. About 4032
With a proportion of artillery and pioneers. — •
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two regiments of native cavalry, a proportion of 

European artillerymen, two corps of European and 
two battalions of native infantry, with a party of pio- “ 
peers, amounting to about 1277 cavalry, 8=20 Euro­
pean, and 1935 native infantry, exclusive of artillery 
and pioneers.

In addition to the troops under the command of 
M ajor General Wellesley, and those stationed at 
Hyderabad, Poonah, and Moodgul, there was a 
Force* in Guzerat, and in the town and dependen­
cies of Surat, amounting to 2913 Europeans, and 
4100 natives, in all 7352 men. W ith a view to 
afford ample security to the valuable and important 
province of Guzerat, arid at the same time to have 
a disposable force, that it might eventually be em­
ployed in a (Stive operations against the enemy, Ma­
jo r General Wellesley (after providing garrisons for 
Surat, Brodera, Cambay, Kareah, Songhur, Pur- 
neerah, and eventually for Baroacb,) divided the 
remainder o f the force in Guzerat, amounting tof

“ Force ia Guzerat..
Artillery, - European 188 — Nat. 339
!nfantry-*-H>s Majesty’s 61st regiment 154 

63th - 763
75th - 373
84th - 272
86 th - 81.5
88th - 148

Native Infantry, - - 4i00

2913 , 4439

73.52
f  Abstract,
Artillery, European, „ -  99
Infantry,—H is Majesty’s 65th regiment 763 

86th |  - 813
Native Infantry - .  „ 2604

1677
2604

Total 4281
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men, into two detachments, of which one . 

amounting to 2137* men Was stationed in front of 
Brodera, (the residence of the Guikwar,) to the 
northward of-the Nerbudda river. The other de~ 
tachmentf consisting of '2004 men, was directed to 
occupy a position south oftbeTaptee river, between 
Songbur and Surat ; two six-pounders were attached 
to each corps, and each of the detachments was or­
dered to be completed with two twelve pounders, 
and two five-and-half inch howitzers. The whole 
of the force in Guzerat was, at the reommendatio'n 
of Major General Wellesley, placed under the orders 
of Colonel Murray of his Majeffy’s 84th regiment.

From these details it appears, that the total num­
ber of British troops including garrisons in Guzerat 
and at Surat, (30/1 men) prepared at the commence­
ment of the month of August, to support the ar­
rangements concluded WitVthe Peisbwab, amounted 
to S4,QJ8j  men, of this number about 10,500 men 

* Artillery - - ijo
His Majesty’s 86th regiment 815
Two battalions of Sepo vs - 13 22

--------- 2187
f  Artillery - . 4 9
His Majesty’s 65th regiment 763
Two battalions of sepbys - 1282

----------  2094
1 Abstract of the forces prepared at the commencement of 

of August .1803. ■
In Hindustan, under the personal command of

the commander in chief, General Lajre, . 10,500
At Allahabad, and Mirzapoor, - . 5500

In the Dekan, under the immediate personal
command of General Wellesley, 8003

Subsidiary force under Colonel Stevenson, 7920
Af Xr , . ‘ ---------  16,823
A t Hyderabad, .  1997
A t Pooriah, .  . _ 1598
A t Moodgnl, . . . .  4032
Of1 the march from Moodgul, .  _ 1900

Field force, in Guzerat, .  4gai
Garrisons at ditto, and at Surat, - .  - 3o71

fo r the invasion of Cuttack, - . .  50 1g
l  ota!, exclusive of gun lascars, pioneers, artificers 7 ----- ------ .

and store lascars,) j" 51,913
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Xŝ 2A£Hv'ere assembled in the provinces lately ceded by the 
"Nawaub Vizier to the Company, under the personal 
command of the commander in chief General Lake; 
about 5500 men were prepared to invade the pro­
vince of Bundelcund, and to cover the province and 
city of Benares, 5216 men were assembled for the 
invasion of the province of Cuttack, 4281 men 
were stationed as a field force in Guzerat, 16,823 
men were under the immediate command of Ma­
jor General Wellesley, and destined for active ope­
rations eg dost the confederated chieftains, K)()7 
men were stationed at Hyderabad to ensure the tran­
quillity of that city, and the regular succession ta  
the Musnud on the contingency of the Nizam’s 
death, 15()8 remained at Poonah for the protection 
of that capital, and of the person of the Pcisbwah;
1900 were on their march from Moodgul, to join 
the troops under Major General Wellesley, and 
4032 men occupied a favourable position in the 
Doab of the Kistna and Toombudra rivers, under 
the command of Major General Campbell,

It may be proper to state, in this place, that the 
expected death of his highness the Nizam took 
place at Hyderabad, on the 6th of August 1803.
His highness’s eldest son.Mirza Seconder Jab> was 
immediately proclaimed successor to the Soubafi- 
darry of the Dekan. On the 7th of August, Mirza 
Seconder Jah took his seat on the Musnud, to 
which he was conducted by the resident at Hy­
derabad, and by Rajah Ragotim Rao, the deputy of 
his late Highness’s Prime Minifter, Azim-ul-Omra, 
and received the congratulatory presents of ail the 
principal officers of his government at Hyderabad.

The event of the kite Nizam’s death did not oc­
casion any interruption of the public tranquillity, 
and the accession of Mirza Seconder Jah was gene­
rally acknowledged by the younger sons of his late

Bighnefs,

-
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1T^® tghntess, and by all the officers and subjects of bis 

Highness’s government,
The preservation of tranquillity at Hyderabad at 

that important crisis, must be ascribed principally to 
tbp position of the British armies under the com­
mand of Major General Wellesley and Colonel Ste­
venson, arid of the corps de reserve stationed at 
Moodgul, for the purpose of eventually proceeding 
to Hyderabad, if the situation of affairs at that, ca­
pital should render such a movement expedient or 
necessary for the preservation of tranquillity, and for 
securing the regular order of succession on the death 
of the Nizam,

T he object of these notes will now be directed 
to the statement of the progress of the British arms, 
in the contest in which the British government of 
India has been unavoidably involved with the con­
federate Marhatta chieftains.

Major General Wellesley thought it proper, to­
wards the close of the month of April to order Co­
lonel Stevenson to collect the subsidiary force and the 
Nizam’s troops at Gardoon, and to march to the 
northward towards Aurungabad for the protection 
of that part of the Nizam’s frontier.

The detachment under the command of Colonel 
Stevenson*, consisted of two companies of European 
artillery, one regimentof European infantry, tworegi- 
rnents of native cavalry, and six battalions of native 
infantry, with a fine train of artillery and a large body 
of the Nizam’s cavalry and disciplined infantry.

,(t Abstract of the force tinder Colonel .Stevenson, from the 
return of the 25th June, 1803.

Native cavalry ' .  .  <X)Q
European artillery . . 1 2 0
Ditto infantry, (his Majesty’s Scotch brigade) 778 
Native infantry . - - 6113

7920
With 276 gua lascars, and 202 pioneers.

W ith
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W ith a view to thesettlementof thePeishwah’s terri- " 

tories, and to await the issue of the negotiation with 
the confederate Marhhtt'a chieftains, Major Gene­
ral Wellesley inarched from Poonah, with the main 
body of the forces under his command on the 4th of 
June, and on the 14th of the same month, encamp­
ed at Walkee, within a short distance of Ahmed nug- 
gur, a strong fort belonging to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
at the distance of about eighty miles from Poonah. 
The force* under the command of Major General 
Wellesley amounted to one regiment of European 
and three fegimentsof native cavalry, two companies 
of European artillery, two regiments of European, 
and six battalions of native infantry, with a consider­
able train of artillery, a large proportion of artillery 
JflScars, and native pioneers, and a body o f '2400 horse 
furnished by the Rajah of Mysore. The army un­
der General Wellesley was also accompanied by an 
inconsiderable proportion of the contingent of troops 
(about 3000 horse) which the Peisbwah is required 
to furnish by the treaty of Rassein. There is no 
reason however to ascribe this deficiency to any want 
of inclination on the part of his Highness to adhere to 
the faith of his engagements with the British govern­
ment. The Peishwah’s contingent, and the Rajah 
of Mysore’s cavalry occupied a position at Sargarec, 
about twenty miles south-east of Ahmednaggar.

Major General Wellesley received intelligence- of 
the issue Of the British Resident’s negotiation with

* Force under Major General Wellesley.
Cavalry—His Majesty’s 19th Dra-1  European. Native. Total* 

goons, and the 4-th, 5th, and 7th y
regts, native cavalry - - - j  384 1347 1731

Artillery - . 172
* Infantry—His Majesty’s 74th and 78th

reg.t, and six battalions of Sepoys, 1383 5631 6993

Total 8903
With 357 artillery lascars, and 653 Madras pioneers --- ---- -

Scindiah
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v''~: Scinch a and the Rajah ofBeraron the 6th of August 

1803,-but was prevented from moving by a very heavy 
fall of rain which lasted for three days, and which 
had rendered the road from Walkee to Ahmedbug- 
g-ur totally impassable* The weather cleared up how­
ever on the 7th, and on the Sth of August, Major 
Genera! Wellesley commenced his march towards 
the fortress of Ahmednuggur, the. fortified town of 
which was, on the morning of the same day, attacked 
and carried by escalade. On arriving within a short 
distance of the fortress, three parties were immediate­
ly formed for the purpose of assaulting the fortified 
town. The party on the left commanded by Lieu- '  
tenant Colonel Harness, as brigadier of the day, con­
sisted of two flank companies of his Majesty’s 78th 
regiment, and the advanced picquets; the centre at­
tack was composed of eight companies of the 74th 
regiment with some Sepoys, under the orders of Lieu­
tenant Colonel Wallace; and the party on the right 
was commanded by Captain Vesey, who had under 
his orders, the two flank companies of the 74th and 
t h e s t  battalion of the 3d regiment native infantry.

The attack under Captain Vesey .succeeded with­
out difficulty, but the scaling ladders of the party 
on the left, under Lieutenant Colonel Harness, were 
placed against a part of the wall which had no ram­
part, and the troops were fired upon from the inside 
of the town as soon ass they had reached the top of 
the ladders-, without the possibility bt descending into 
the town, to charge the enem y; Colonel Harness 
finding that he could not obtain a footing on the 
wall, drew off his party, and entered the town at afio- 
ther point. In the mean time, the centre attack un­
der Lieutenant Colonel Wallace, had moved on and 
placed the ladders against a bastion which they car­
ried with great case. The enemy made some resis­
tance in the streets, and a party of Arabs actually 
charged the grenadiers of the 78th ; they were instant-

K Jv
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]y repulsed, and put to flight, and the town was soon 
afterwards evacuated by the enemy, who had suffer­
ed some loss. On the 10th of August batteries were 
opened against the fort, which surrendered on the 12th 
of the same month. The official details of this ope­
ration are so complete, that it will be sufficient to re­
fer to the printed copy of Major General Wellesley’s 
dispatch of the 12th of August to the Governor Ge­
neral, which is annexed to these notes.

The possession of this fortress is of peculiar import, 
anceto the prosecution of our military operations, by 
securing the communication with Poonah, and by 
affording a depot for supplies of provisions and military 
stores. Major General Wellesley immediately after 
the capture of the fort, proceeded to take possession 
of all the districts dependent on Ahmednuggur, 
yielding an estimated annual revenue of 6,34,000 
rupees. These districts were placed under the 
temporary management, and authority of a British 
Officer.

A respectable garrison was also stationed in Ah­
mednuggur, and every other arrangement being com­
pleted, Major Gen. Wellesley moved to the Godavcry 
river, which he crossed with the whole of his army by 
the 24th of August.

On the ‘ipth of August, Major General Wellesley 
arrived at Aurangabad. Dowlut Rao Scindiah and 
the Rajah of Berar had on the 24th of August, en­
tered the territories of the Nizam by the Ghaut of 
Adjuntee, with a large body of horse. They passed 
between Colonel Stevenson’s corps, (which had 
moved to the eastward towards the Badowley Ghaut) 
and Aurangabad, and reached Jalnapoor, a small 
fort, the capital of a district of the same name, about 
forty miles east from Aurangabad ; as soon as the. 
enemy heard of Major General Wellesley’s arrival at 
Aurangabad, they moved to the southward and east­
ward, with an intention, (as it was reported,) to cross

the
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Godavery, and march upon Hyderabad. Major 

General Wellesley immediately marched to the banks 
of t hat river, and continued to move to the eastward 
along its left bank. The river, at that period of 
time, was fordable in every part, which is a circum­
stance that was never before known to have happened 
at that: season of the year.

This movement checked the enemy's operations to 
the southward, and they immediately returned to 
the northward of Jalnapoor, It also afforded com­
plete protection to two important convoys of grain 
and treasure, which had been detached by Lieutenant 
General Stuart from Moodgul, and of which, the last 
convoy, under Major Hill, joined Major General 
Wellesley's force on the 18th of September.

Colonel Stevenson returned from the eastward on 
the 1st of September, and on the 2d, attacked and 
carried the fort of Jalnapoor, W'hile General W el­
lesley was engaged in covering the advance of his 
convoys, and in preventing the enemy from crossing 
the Godavery river, Colonel Stevenson made several 
attempts to bring the confederates to action. He 
was successful in the night of the 9th of September in 
surprizing their camp, but the nature of the attack 
makes it impossible to know the exact amount of 
the loss which the enemy sustained on that oc­
casion.

During their incursion towards the Godavery river, 
the enemy’s irregular horse occasioned little injury to 
the Nizam’s territories, and in many places they 
were defeated by the common Peons * Rat ioned 
in the different villages which they attacked —  
Finding that this mode warfare, was not attended with, 
success, the confederate chieftains determined to 
change their plan of operations, and moved to the 
northward, near the Adjuntee pass, where they were

*  P e o n s , irregular infantry of the worst kind, generally em­
ployed in the collection of the revenue.

K 2 joined
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> 2•'£>'joined by a detachment of regular infantry (unde? 

the command of Monsieur Polhman, arid Monsieur 
Dupont,) consisting of sixteen battalions *, with a 
large arid well equipped train of artillery. The 

■ whole of the enemy’s army was collected about 
jookerdun, and between that place and Jaffierabad.

On the 21 st of September, the two corps under the 
command of Major General Wellesley, and Colonel 
Stevenson, met at Budnapoor ; and it was deter­
mined that the two divisions should move separately 
towards the enemy, and attack them on the morning 
of the 24th, I  he disposition which the confederates 
had hitherto manifested to avoid an action, and the 
necessity ot making a vigorous effort against their 
main force, afforded no other means of effecting these 
important objects, than the plan adopted on this oc­
casion by Major General Wellesley. With this 
view, the other two divisions marched on the 22d, 
Colonel Stevenson by. the western route, and Major 
General. Wellesley by the eastern route round the- 
hills between Budnapoor and Jalna.

7 division under Major Gen, Wellesley marched 
to Paugy on the 22d September, and on the 23d to 
Naulnair, at which place intelligence u?as received 
that the combined armies of Scindiah and the Rajah 
of Berar, were encamped at the distance of about six 
miles from the ground on which General Wellesley 
bad intended to encamp.

General Wellesley immediately determined to at>
* Monsieur Pohlman's brigade 6000 \  Ordered back towards the 

Monsieur Dupont’s ”  2400 J  end t,f August from Boor*
hanpure. Tw o battalions 
had already passed the Tap* 
tee on their way to that 
place, when the whole bri­
gade received orders to re­
turn  and join Scindiah’®

„  . camp. .4 Battalionsbelongingto Begtun 
Sumroo - - 2000

Total infantry, exclusive qf ar­
tillerymen, and of the Ra­
jah of Berar’s infantry „ 10,400
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rack the enemy, instead of waiting until the morn­
ing of the 24th, for the arrival of Colonel Stevenson,
It General Wellesley had not adopted this judicious 
and spirited resolution, the enemy would probably 
have harassed him during the whole day of the 23d, 
and as be could afford no other security to the bagr 
gage of his army, than the entrenchments which he 
might be enabled to construct, it must have been ex­
posed to loss, if he had waited until the 24th ; at all. 
events he would have been obliged to leave more than 

•one battalion for the protection of the baggage. By at­
tacking on the 23d, the enemy would be kept in ig­
norance respecting the position of the baggage of our 
army : and in addition to these circumstances, there 
was every reason to believe that the enemy would 
learn that Colonel Stevenson was on his march to at­
tack them on the 24th, in which case, it was ex­
tremely probable that they would withdraw their guns 
and infantry in the course of the night of the 23d, 
in order that they might avoid the combined attack of 
the British armies on the 24th. The immediate at­
tack of the enemy therefore was a measure of pru­
dence as well as of courage.

Having provided ford he security of his baggage 
and.stores, which were left at Naulnair, under the 
protection of a battalion of Sepoys and'four hundred 
men, taken from the native corps, General Wellesley 
moved on towards the army of the confederates, 
which he found encamped between and along the 
conv%of two rivers, the Kaitna and the Juab, to­
wards their junction. Their line extended east and 
west along the north bank of the Kaitna river, the 
banks of which are high and rocky, and are im­
passable for the guns, excepting at places close to the 
villages.

The right of the enemy, which consisted entirely 
of cavalry was posted in the vicinity of Bokerdun, and 
extended to their line of infantry, which was en­

camped
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^ ^ ^ ^ c a rn p e d  in the neighbourhood of the fortified village 

of Assye. The British army had marched fourteen 
miles to Naulnair, and the distance from that place 
to the enemy’s camp being six miles, it was one 
o’clock in the afternoon before the British troops 
came in sight of the combined army of the con­
federates.

Although Major General Wellesley arrived in front 
of the right of the enemy, he determined to attack 
their left, where the guns and infantry were posted ; 
and accordingly marched round to their left flank, 
covering the march of the column of British infantry, 
by the British cavalry in the rear, and by the Mar­
ietta (the Peishwah’s) and Mysore cavalry on the 
right flank.

The British troops passed the river Kaitna at a ford 
beyond the enemy’s left flank, near the village of Pe- 
pulgaon. Major General Wellesley formed the in­
fantry in two lines with the British cavalry as a re­
serve in a third, in an open space between the 
Kaitna and the Juab rivers which run nearly paral­
lel The Peishwah’s and the Mysore cavalry,* oc­
cupied the ground beyond, or to the southward of 
the Kaitna river on the left flank of the British 
troops, and kept in check a large body of the ene­
my's cavalry, which had followed General Wellesley’s 
route from the right of their own position. The 
first line of Major General Wellesley’s infantry con­
sisted of the advanced picquets to the right, two bat­
talions of Sepoys, and his Majesty’s 78th regiment;

«. This corps lias performed all the duties of light troops 
with General Wellesley’s army since its march from Mysore in 
March 1803, (during which time they were frequently engaged 
with tile enemy,) with. it. degree of alacrity and zeal, which has 
seldom been displayed by troops of this description. To the 
credit of the government of Mysore, this body of cavalry is as 
regularly paid as the British troops. I he Peishwah s troops 
have also conducted themselves in a manner to merit approba­
tion.

the
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W ;th ^ e c o n d , of bis Majesty’s 74th regiment and 

'V T55ifta lions of Sepoys; and the third, of his Majesty's 
IQth dragoons with three regiments of native ca­
valry.

The number of British troops engaged, appears to 
have amounted to about 1200 cavalry, European and 
native, i300 European infantry and artillery, and 

. 2000 sepoys, in all about 4500 men. The force of 
the enemy consisted of sixteen regular battalions of 
infantry * (amounting to 10,500 men) commanded 
by European officers, a well equipped train of artil­
lery exceeding in number one hundred guns, and 
some very large bodies of horse, consisting it is 
stated, (and as it would appear from a reference to 
the statement of the forces of the confederates as 
they stood at the commencement of the month of 
August,) of between 30 and 40,000 men.

The enemy commenced a cannonade (but with 
little effect) as the British troops advanced to the 
Kaitna river, and having discovered General W el­
lesley’s intention to attack their left, changed the po­
sition of their infantry and guns, which no longer 
(as at first) was along the north bank of the Kaitna 
river, but extended from that river, across to the vil- 
large of Assye upon the Juah river which was upon 
the right of the British army. A second line was 
formed nearly at right-angles to the rear of the ene­
my’s first line, with its left towards the village of 
Assye, and its rear to the Juah river, along the bank 
o f which it extended in a westerly direction from the 
village of Assye. General Wellesley immediately 
attacked the enemy, and the British troops advanced 
under a very severe fire from the enemy’s cannon, 
the execution of which was terrible. T he British 
artillery had opened upon the enemy at the distance

*  The Rajah of Berar’s infantry, and Scindiah’s irregular in­
fantry are not included in this number.

Of
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of four hundred yards, but General Wellesley find­
ing that it produced little effect on the enemy’s power- 
fill and extensive line of infantry and gups, and that 
bis guns could not advance on account of the num­
ber of men and bullocks which had been disabled, 
ordered his artillery to be left behind, and the whole 
line to move on ; at the same time Major General 
Wellesley directed Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell,^ 
with the British cavalry,to take care of the right ot 
the infantry as the line advanced towards the enemy, 
who were soon compelled (notwithstanding their tre­
mendous cannonade), to fall back upon the seco’nd 
line in front of the Juab river. Thepicquels of the 
infantry and the 74th regiment, which were on ,the 
right of General, Wellesley’s first and second lines, 
suffered particularly, from the fire of the, guns on 
the left of the enemy’s position near Assyex The 
74th regiment was so thinned by the enemy s can­
nonade;’that a body of the enemy’s cavalry, was en­
couraged to charge it, at the moment when the regi­
ment was mpst exposed to this fire, but the enemy 
were charged in turn by the British cavalry, who had 
been directed to protect the right of General W ell.es- 
ley’s line, and who drove the enCmy with great 
slaughter into the Juab river. At length, the ene­
my’s line, overawed by the steady advance of the 
British troops, gave way in every direction, and the 
British cavalry, who had crossed to the northward ot 
the Juab river, cut in among their broken infantry, 
and charged the fugitives along the bank ot the 
river with the greatest effect. General Wellesley s 
force was not equal in cumbers to the duty of seem­
ing all his advantages in the heat of the action, and 
many of the enemy’s guns, which had been left m 
bi» rear, were turned again upon the British troops 
by individuals, who having thrown themselves upon 
the ground near the enemy’s guns, had been passed
by the British line under the supposition that they 

■> were
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"î Vere dead, and who availed themselves of this arti­
fice (which is often practised by the troops compos­
ing the armies of native powers in India), to con- . 
tinue for some time a very heavy fire.

/  Some of the enemy’s corps, however, went oil in 
good order, and Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell was 
killed in charging with the Britisffcavalry, (who had 
recrossed the Juah river), a body of infantry which 
had retired, and was again formed. Some lime 
elapsed before the fire which the enemy kept up 

■ from the guns which they had manned in the rear of 
the British line, could be stopped, and General W el­
lesley was himself obliged to take the 78th regiment, 
and the 7th regiment native cavalry to effect this 
object. In the course of this operation the General’s 
horse was shot under him. The enemy’s cavalry 
also, which had been hovering round the British 
troops throughout the action, still continued near 
General Wellesley’s line. In a short time, however, 
the body of the enemy’s infantry which had formed 
again, and had been charged by the British cavalry, 
gave way ; and General Wellesley, having compelled 
the parties of the enemy in the rear of the line, to 
abandon the guns which they had seized and turned 
against the British troops, the victory was decided, 
and the enemy"retreated, .leaving twelve hundred 
men dead on the field of battle, the whole country 
covered with their wounded, and in the posession of 
the British troops, ninety-eight pieces of cannon, 
seven standards, their camp equipage, a great num­
ber of bullocks and camels, and a large quantity of 
military stores and ammunition.

During this severe and brilliant action, the con­
duct of Major General Wellesley united a degree of 
ability, prudence, and of dauntless spirit, seldom 
equalled and never surpassed. It is impossible to 
bestow any commendation superior to the skill, mag­
nanimity, promptitude and judgment displayed by

h  'Major



' G°ife»X * ' ’ ,

m  f  ? ( c t
( 74 V Jx^x, \  '■ i

Major General Wellesley on this memorable occa­
sion, nor can any instance be adduced from the an­
nals of Otir military glory, of more exemplary order, 
firmness, discipline, and alacrity, than was manifested 
by the British troops in every stage of the arduous 
contest which preceded the splendid victory of Assye.. 
The whole line, led by General Wellesley in person, 
advanced to the charge with the greatest bravery 
and steadiness, without its guns, against a most se­
vere and destructive fire of round and grape, until 
*within a very short distance of the enemy ; whom 
the British troops compelled, (notwithstanding their 
superior numbers,) at the point of the bayonet, to 
abandon their guns, ahd to relinquish the field of 
battle, which Scindiah’s infantry had maintained with 
much obstinacy for more than three hours. Several 
officers in General Wellesley’s army who have served 
during the late campaigns on the Continent of Eu­
rope, have declared, that it is no disparagement to 
the French artillery to say, that cannon were never 
better served than by the enemy at Assye on the 23d 
of September; but notwithstanding this circum­
stance, and the. appearance of large bodies of the 
enemy’s cavalry, who several times manifested a dis­
position to charge General Wellesley’s line, the Bri­
tish troops, animated by the gallant spirit of their 
General, and emulating the noble example of his zeal 
and courage, exhibited a degree of resolution, firm­
ness, arid discipline, which completely overawed the 
enemy’s cavalry and infantry, and forced them both 
to retire with the loss of 1200 men killed in the 
field of battle, besides a vast number of wounded 
scattered over the country in the vicinity of the field 
of battle. It is reported that Scindiah’s principal 
minister received a wound in the action, of which he 
afterwards died, and an European officer (apparently 
of rank) was also cut down, and afterwards found 
dead on the field of battle.

The
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.w^fJic loss sustained by the British troops in this glo­
rious and decisive action vvas very severe, anti (as 
well as the number and description of the ordnance 
taken from the enemy) is exhibited in Major Ge­
neral Wellesley’s official dispatch, which (together

, vyith the, general orders issued by the Governor Gc- 
neralin council,,on this memorable occasion) forms 
» number in the appendix to these notes- , .

Colonel Stevenson, with the corps under his com-.
Wand, joined Major General Wellesley on the even­
ing. of the. 2 4 th , and was immediately detached in 
pursuit of the enemy. Colonel Stevenson had ex­
perienced several impediments which prevented his 
joining Major General Wellesley so soon as was ex­
pected ; but no blame can be imputed to that gallant 
officer, whose conduct has always been distinguished 
by the greatest zeal, activity, and public spirit.

On the 8th of October, Major General Wellesley 
received a letter from the camp of Scindiab, signed 
Ballajee Khoonjur*, one of Scindiah’s ministers, re­
questing that MajorGeneral Wellesley would dispatch 
a British officer, together with an officer of theSoubah 
of t he Dck.'in, to the enemy’s camp, for the purpose 
of negotiating terms of peace between the allies and 
the confederate Marhatta chieftains. Major Ge­
neral Wellesley refused to comply with the request 
ot Ballajee Khoonjur: First, Because in the applica­
tion of Ballajee Khoonjur, no reference was made to 
the authority either of Dowlut Rao Scindiab, or the 
Rajah of Ik-rar, and consequently, that, it was not 
certain that the application proceeded from either of 
those ehieftaihs^either or both of whom might here­
after disavow the act of Ballajee Khoonjur; and sc-

* Ballajee Khoonjur was originally dispatched by his Hijrh- 
ness the 1 eishwah front Basse in to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, tor the 
purpose of explaining to that chieftain the nature of the engage­
ments concluded by the Peishwah and the British government, 
but with the accustomed versatility and treachery of a Marhatta 
politician, Billajee Khoonjur has subsequently attached himself 
to the service ot Scindiah.

' G° i x  '
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X; - ftondly, because the presence of a British officer in 

the enemy’s camp at that moment would have 
tended to raise the spirits of the enemy’s troops, and 
to prevent their dispersion, and would have been re­
presented by the enemy as an attempt on the part of 
the British government to sue for peace; but signi­
fied at the Same time, his disposition to receive at 
the British camp, with every mark of honour and 
respect, any person, duly empowered by the direct 
authority of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, or of the Rajah 
of Berar, to propose terms of peace to the allied 
powers.

The confederates having collected the remains of 
their broken army, and moved to the westward 
along the bank of the Taptee, probably with a view 
to proceed to the southward, by the road which 
leads by the Caserbary Ghaut arid . Abmednuggur, to 
Poonah, General Wellesley determined not to de­
scend the Adjuntee Ghaut with the division under 
his immediate command, but to remain to the south­
ward, and to regulate his movements by those of 
the enemy. Colonel Stevenson, however, was di­
rected to continue his route to Boorhanpoor*, and 
there can be little doubt but that the fall of that city, 
and of the strong and important hill fort of Asseerg- 
hur (which has-been denominated the key of the 
Dekan.) will soon add another triumph to the British 
arms on the western side of India.

W hile Major General Wellesley was employed in 
’ watching the movements and checking the inroads of

*  Authentic advices have since been received from the Resi­
dent at Hyderabad, under date the 6th of November, announc­
ing the surrender of this city to the forces under the command 
of Colonel Stevenson on the 16th of October ; and the capitula­
tion of the fort cf Asseerghur, situated about twenty miles north 
east of Boorhanpoor, to Colonel Stevenson on the 21st of the 
same month. The garrison of Asseerghur, are prisoners of war.
A  Vaqueel of high rank from Dowlut Rao Scindiah has also 
arrived in the camp of Major General Wellesley for the pur­
pose of negotiating :t peace— Vide the official gazettes, in ap­
pendix D.

' th
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■ x ^ jf^ p rm ie s  of Dowlut Kao Scincliab and the Rajah 
of Berar, these chieftains received the most severe 
blows from the successes of the other divisions 
o f the British armies, employed in the operations 
against the provinces of Guzerat, on the western,
■and, of Cuttack on the eastern side of India,

In conformity to the plan of operations suggested 
to the government of Bombay by Major General 
Wellesley, under the orders of the Governor General, 
Lieutenant Colonel Woodington, of the Bombay 
establishment, with a respectable detachment com­
posed of his Majesty’s 86th regiment, and a propor­
tion of European artillery and native infantry, 
marched, from Baroda on the 2 1st of August, and 

-encamped within two miles of the fort of Baroaeh 
on the 23d. On the 24th, Lieutenant Colonel 
Woodington moved on to Bar good, and found the 
enemy in front of the pettah ready to receive him. 
Theenemy was soon compelled to retreat in to the fort, 
and on the following morning Lieutenant Colonel 
Woodington attacked and took possession of the 
pettah, on the western face of t he fort of Baroaeh.

The fort of Baroaeh was stormed and carried on 
the 2()fh of August, the day on which General Lake, 
on the north-west frontier of Oude, (a direct distance 
of about six hundred miles,) attacked and compelled 
Monsieur Perron’s forces to quit the field of battle 
near Coel.

The breach was reported to he practicable at one 
A. M. on the 29th, but Lieutenant Cotone! Wood­
ington was induced to delay the assault until three 
o’clock P. M. not only that he might profit by the 
assistance of the Fury gun-vessel and an armed boat, 
which it was expected would arrive in time to take 
their stations opposite to the fort, but that it ap­
peared to Colonel Woodington, that the proposed 
time for the assault was a likely hour to find the 
enemy off their guard. The vessel and the armed 
boat, however, did not arrive in time to afford any

assistance.

'/*£&■ ' g°5 pN . ■■
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Richardson of his Majesty’s 86th regiment, sup­
ported by a second party, amounting to one hun­
dred and fifty Europeans, and two hundred and fifty 
natives under the command of Major Cuyler of the 
same regiment. The reserve under Captain Betbune 
ot the Bombay establishment, was composed of one 
hundred Europeans and one hundred Sepoys,

1 he enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the 
attack of the troops, but were soon compelled to 
retreat, and to abandon the fort, which was com­
pletely carried with little loss on the part of the 
Britisn troops. After Captain Richardson had ob­
tained possession of the first gateway, Major Cuyler 
witn the supporting party, pushed on so rapidly that 
he overtook a party of Arabs before they could effect 
their escape out of the fort, and killed about two 
hundred in the attack. The enemy also lost several 
horses during the attack on this party of Arabs, 
which was composed of cavalry and infantry. The 
casualties on the part of the British troops during the 
siege of Baroaeh were not severe, and are detailed in 
the official gazette ol the 3d of October, which is 
annexed to these notes. Together with the fort of 
Baroaeh, the 1 honourable Company obtained posses­
sion of the district ot that name, which yields an 
estimated annual revenue of eleven lacs of rupees.

*‘>0 capture of Baroaeh, Lieutenant Colonel 
vvoodingfon proceeded to reduce the district of 
Champaneer, which was the only territory remaining 
to Scindiah in the province of (fuzerat; and after­
wards attacked the fort of Powanghur, a strongly for­
tified hill, with the town of Champaneer attached, 
situated about twent)-five miles east of Brodera, on 
the western confines of the province of Malvva. The 
town or petiah of Champaneer was attacked and 
cart red by assault with little loss on the part of the 
British troops, and the fort was summoned to sur­

render.
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rentier. The Killahdar having refused to comply 
with the summons, preparations, .\yte.ro immediately 
made for the attack of the fort, whieffewas to have 
been stormed on the 17th of September, when the 
fort capitulated and was immediately occupied by the 
British troops. The operations of the army of Bom­
bay in Guzcrat, were all planned and executed with 
the greatest judgment, spirit, and courage.

It has already been stated, that a principal object 
of the Governor General’s attention was directed to 
the formation of an arrangement for the occupation 
of the province of Cuttack. For this purpose, a 
part, of the northern division, of the army under 
the presidency of Fort St. George, commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell of his Majesty’s 74th 
regiment, was ordered to be holden in readiness to ' 
proceed on that expedition from Ganjam ; and a de­
tachment, consisting of two companies of his M a­
jesty’s 22d regiment, and a part of the 20th Bengal 
regiment, was dispatched from Fort William to rein­
force the troops under Lieutenant Colonel Campbell’s 
command. The whole of that force consisted of five 
hundred and seventy-three Europeans of his Majes­
ty’s and the honourable Company’s troops, 2408 
sepoys, and a party of native cavalry consisting of 
sixty men.

The Governor General had also directed a detach­
ment consisting of live hundred Bengal native volun­
teers to proceed by .sea, under the command of Cap­
tain Dick, for the purpose of occupying the post of , 
Balasore. Previously however to the departure of 
this detachment from Fort William, intelligence was 
received, which induced the Governor General to 
consider' it possible that the Marhatta forces in Berar 
had been reinforced, and that a vigorous opposition 
might be expected at tbe fort of Cuttack, as well as 
during the advance o f the British troops from 

, Ganjam.
■ ' This
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This circumstance determined the Governor Ge­
neral to send Captain Dick’s detachment, with some 
additional battering guns, direct to Ganjam, for the 
purpose of reinforcing the; main body of the British 
troops advancing from that quarter ; and the detach­
ment accordingly embarked* from Fort William on 
the 30th of August.

In consequence of a severe illness, Lieutenent Co­
lonel Campbell was rendered unable to proceed with 
the detachment from Ganjam. The Governor Ge­
neral therefore,,at the express solicitation of .Lieute­
nant Colonel Campbell, then confined to bis bed by 
a violent fever, dispatched on the 28th of August, 
bis military secretary Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, of 
Ws Majesty’s 1 '2th regiment of foot, to Ganjam, for 
the purpose of taking the command of the troops as­
sembled at that station. The Governor General also 
directed a second detachment of 500 native volun­
teers, a proportion of artillery men, four field pieces, 
and a proportion of stores to embark under the com ­
mand of Captain Morgan of the Bengal establishment, 
on the 13th of September from Fort William, and to 
occupy Balasore. Another detachment was at the 
same time formed at Jelasore, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson of the establishment 
of Bengal, consisting of 770 sepoys and 84 men of 
the Governor General’s body guard, with two gal­
loper guns, for the purpose of advancing- into the pro­
vince of Cuttack, and forming a junction with the 
detachment at Balasore, when the state of the inter­
mediate country, ,vnd the progress of the main divi­
sion under Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, should fa­
vour that movement. This detachment was sup-

* Battering guns, &c. with Captain Dick.
Four eighteen-pounder iron guns—four twelve ditto—two 

five and half inch howitzers, with a due proportion of shells—
4000 eighteen-pounder shot—4000 twelve-pounder, ditto, With 
a  quantity of stores, materials, entreiidung tools, &c. &c.

ported
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some artillery, assembled at Midnapore, which 
was afterwards reinforced by about five hundred 
native volunteers, who left Fort W illiam. for that 
purpose towards the end of the month of Sep­
tember.

The total number of troops assembled for the in­
vasion of the province of Cuttack, therefore, amount­
ed to 4gi6 men*; of this number 3041 formed 
the main detachment which was ordered to ad­
vance from Ganjam under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Iiarcourt, who was appointed to 
the general command of all the forces employed 
on this service ; five hundred men were on their way 
under Captain Dick to reinforce Lieutenant Colonel 
H arcourt; five hundred and twenty-one (including 
twenty-one artillerymen) under the command of 
Captain Morgan, were destined to occupy Balasore ;
854 were stationed at Jelasore ready to advance, 
whenever that movement might be deemed advisable; 
and 1300 remained at Midnapore, to support the 
troops at Balasore and Jelasore, and to afford at the 
same time protection to the frontier of the Company’s

* Abstract of the force assembled for the invasion of the pro­
vince of Ciitt ,ck. under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Has court : —

European infantry, - 573
Native infantry, - 2408
Native cavalry - - 60

----------- 3041 .
With Captain Dick, - - 500

With Captain Morgan, - 521
With Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson.
.Sepoys, 770
Cavalry, - - 84

--------- 8 54

Total actually assembled, 4916
A t Midnapore, 1300

»■

Total that might eventually have been employed 5216
M territo-
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' !-’5 territories, against the incursions of any of the Bar' 

jah of Berar's predatory horse.
On the 8th of September, the troops under the 

command of Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, com- 
menced their march from Genjatp. On the 11th of 
September, Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt arrived at 
Ganjam, and took the command of the troops, Lieu­
tenant Colonel Campbell with the sseaJ and spirit 
which he has manifested on so many occasions, had 
endeavoured, notwithstanding his illness, to proceed 
with the troops from Ganjam, but had been carried 
back after one day’s march, in a state which menaced 
his life for several weeks, and rendered him utterly 
unable to move yrsth the expedition.

On the 14th of September the British troops, con­
ducted by Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, took pos­
session of Manickpatarn without any resistance on 
the part of the Marhattas, who fled on the approach 
of Colonel Harcourt’s force.

From that station, Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt 
dispatched a letter to the principal Brarnins of the 
pagoda of Jaggernaut, encouraging them to place the 
pagoda under the protection of the British troops.

On the 16th a favourable answer was received from 
the Brarnins, and a deputation was sent to. the British 
camp to claim the protection which had been offered 
by Lieutenant polonel Harcourt; and on the 18th, 
the British troops encamped at Jaggernaut, which 
was immediately evacuated by the Marhatta forces.

The*inundated state of the country prevented the 
march of the British troops from Jaggernaut until 
the 24th of September. During the march from 
Jaggernaut to Cuttack, the advanced corps of Colo­
nel Harcourt’s division were frequently engaged with' 
parties of the enemy’s troops who were always repuls­
ed with loss, Owing however to a very heavy fall of 
rain' (which had rendered the roads impassable,) and 
the consequent rise of the riyers which intervene be­

tween
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..^^ween Juggernaut, and the town of Cuttack, .Lieute­

nant Colonel Harcourt’s progress was much retarded, 
and the British troops did not reach Cuttack until 
the 10th of October; when the town was immedi­
ately taken possession of, without opposition on the 
part of the enemy.

The detachment under the command of Captain 
Morgan, landed at Balasore on the 21st September, 
and succeeded in the occupying that station, after 
Some resistance on the part of the enemy; on the 1st 
October, Captain Morgan detached two companies 
of Sepoys towards Soorong, a post twenty miles south 
of Balasore, which was then occupied by the enemy.
This detachment routed a party posted at a village a 
short distance on the north side of Soorong, add be­
ing afterwards reinforced by another company, took 
possession of Soorong on the 3d of October, without 
further resistance.

Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson, with the detach­
ment under his command, moved from Jelasore on 
the '23d September, and on the 4th of October arriv­
ed, at Balasore, without any opposition; on the 10th 
of that month, Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson march­
ed from Balasore with a force* consisting ot about 
816 men, in consequence of orders from the Gover­
nor General, directing that officer to proceed to the 
southward, for the purpose of forming a junction 
with the troops under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Harcourt at Cuttack. Daring the whole of 
these transactions, the inhabitants of the province of

* Detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson, which 
marched from Balasore on the 10th of Oftober.

European artillery, - - - " 20
Native cavalry from the Governor Generals body guard, 76
2d Battalion 7th native infantry, - * 573
5th Native infantry, a detachment, -

' • Total 816
With two field pieces, two galloper guns, and fifty gun lascars.

M 2
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-'Cuttack afforded every assistance to the British 
troops on their ns arch, and expressed the utmost 
satisfaction at the prospect of being soon placed un­
der the protection of the British government

Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt had been actively 
employed, in preparations for the seige of the fort of 
Barabutty at Cuttack. This fort is of strength, and 
has only one entrance by a narrow bridge, leading 
over a wet ditch, twenty feet in depth, and varying 
in breadth according to the situation of the bastions, 
from thirty-five to one hundred and thirty-live feet.
On the night of the 12th of October, a spot was 
marked out for a battery to receive a twelve pounder, 
distant about five hundred yards from the outer gate 
of the fort. This battery was completed on the 
night of the 13th, and the tivelve-pounder placed in 
it, together with two howitzers and two six.-pounders, 
the whole of which opened their fire on the morning 
o f the 14th. By eleven o’clock in the forenoon of 
that day, mpfl of the defences in the south face of the 
fort, (against which the fire was directed) were 
taken off, and the enemy's guns silenced; every 
thing seemed to promise success to an asault, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Harconrt accordingly ordered 
Lieutenant Colonel Clayton to storm the fort and to 
advance with one six-pounder, a party of artillery­
men, two hundred Europeans from his Majesty’s'2‘2d, 
and the Madras European regiments, and four hun­
dred Sepoys from the '20th Bengal, and the ()th and 
10th regiments of Madras native- infantry. The 
storming party in passing the bridge were exposed to 
a heavy, but ill directed tire o f  nupque try from the 
fort, and forty minutes elapsed before they succeed­
ed in blowing open the wicket (the remaining part of 
tire gate having been strengthened with thick masses 
of stone); having accomplished this object, the 
storming party passed through the wicket singly, and 
although they experienced considerable resistance in

entering

X X *  ' ' ' L  '
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entering the' fort and forcing two other gates, the 
British troops were completely victorious, and ob­
tained possession of the fort, which was immediately 
abandoned by the enemy, whose loss was consider­
able. In the course of the assault, the storming 
party took four standards of colours, and manifested 
the same bravery and steadiness which has distin­
guished the conduct of the British armies in every 
quarter of India, during the progress of the present 
campaign against Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Ra­
jah of Berar. By the success of the Britifh arms in 
the province of Cuttack, the whole of that valuable 
province (which exclusive of many other important 
advantages, is indispensibly necessary to secure a free 
and uninterrupted communication between the su­
preme government of India, and the subordinate 
presidencies of fort St. George and Bombay) has been 
annexed to the dominions of the honourable Com­
pany. In consequence of the interruption of the 
communication between Ganjam and Fort William 
through Cuttack, in the qpurse of the present cam­
paign,- after the commencement of the north east 
monsoon, all correspondence between the Governor 
General, the governments of Fort St. George and 
Bombay, the honourable Major General Wellesley, 
and the. Residents at Poonab and Hyderabad was 
absolutely suspended, and the Governor General, for 
several days, was entirely ignorant of the progress of 
events in those parts of India, during a crisis of affairs, 
which, connected with the renewal of war with 
France, and the probability of hostilities with Hol­
land, may be considered to be the most important 
which has ever occurred in India.

The, regular order of events bats been interrupted 
for the purpose of bringing into one point of view, all 
the transactions connected with the military opera­
tions against the main armies in the Dekan, under 
the personal command of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and

of
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^ of the Rajah of Berar; and with the destruction of 
their resources and power in the Dekan, and in the 
provinces of Guzerat on the western, and of Orissa 
on the eastern side of India. It will now be proper 
to revert to the transactions which have occurred on 
the north west frontier of Oude, and to exhibit the 
result of the operations, which were entrusted to the 
personal direction and command of his Excellency 
General Lake.

Similar reasons to those which induced the Go­
vernor General to grant full powers to Major Gene­
ral Wellesley, and eventually to Lieutenant General 
Stuart, required, that a temporary authority should 
also be constituted in the vicinity of the north-west 
frontier of Oude, with full authority to conclude 
upon the spot, whatever arrangements might become 
necessary for the purpose of accomplishing the plan 
of operations proposed by the Governor General to 
be carried into execution against Dowlut' Rao Scin- 
tliah’s forces in that quarter of Hindostan. This 
power could not be exercised with propriety and ad­
vantage to the public service by any other person 
than the Comma'nder in Chief; and the Governor 
General determined therefore to vest this important 
and difficult trust in the hands of General Lake. 
Accordingly the Governor General, on the 27th of 
July 1803, empowered the commander ft) chief to 
exercise the general direction and comroul of all po­
litical negotiations connected with the operations of 
his army, and in a proclamation under date the .30th 
July 1803, Was further pleased to order and com­
mand all civil servants and military officers, subject 
to the authority of the presidency of Fort William,
“ to pay an immediate and prompt obedience to all 
« such requisitions or orders as they might receive 
“ from the Commander in Chief,5' declaring at the 
same time, “ that such requisitions or orders would 
“ be considered as full and sufficient vouchers for

any f
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i^afiy advance'or disbursemen tof money, which such 
<( requisitions or orders (hould authorize.”

W ith a view to occupy a position favourable to 
the early commencement of military operations, la 
the event of hostilities with Scindiah, the commander 
in chief, General Lake, marched from Cawnpore 
on the 7 th o f  August, and reached the vicinity of 
Coel on.the 28th of the same month.

On the 20th of August, the Commander in Chief 
received a letter from Colonel Collins, dated camp 
near Julgong, on the 1st of August, in which that 
officer states his intention to repair to Aurangabad 
without delay, and adds, that he should have march­
ed from Julgong on the morning of the 31st of July, 
had not the roads been rendered impassable by a, 
very heavy and incessant fall of rain since the night 

. of the 30th of July. The Commander in Chief also 
received on the 26th of August, a dispatch from the 
Governor General, dated on the 16th of August, 
•authorising him to prosecute the most, active opera­
tions against the forces of Scindiah, Monsieur Perron, 
and their allies, unless the commander in chief should 
have received certain intelligence o f  the conclusion 
of pacific engagements between Major General W el­
lesley and Scindiah, or should have received from 
Major General Wellesley a direct expression of his 
desire that General Lake should not prosecute hosti­
lities.

On the receipt of Colonel Collins’s letter of the 
1st of August, General Lake was of opinion, that the 
refusal of the confederated chieftains to comply with 
General Wellesley’s requisition, amounted to a posi­
tive declaration of war, and conceived himself under 
these circumstances to be authorised (by the tenor 
of the Governor General’s instructions, prior to the 
dispatch, of the 16th of August), to commence hosti­
lities without waiting for further advices from the 
I)ekan, The justice of prosecuting immediate hos­

tilities
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tilities against Seindiah and the Rajah of Berar was 
unquestionable, and the letters of the Governor Ge­
neral to those chieftains, together with the declara­
tions of Colonel Collins, had distinctly apprized Scin~ 
diah and the Rajah of Berar, of the probable conse­
quences of their further evasions of the just and 
reasonable propositions of the British Government,
* c that they should separate their armies, and relinquish 
5 ‘ their menacing position on the frontier o f the N izam  s 
“  territories'’

Under these circumstances, the Commander in 
Chief, by the direct order of the Governor General 
above stated, on the 20th of August 1803, moved 
Into the Marhatta territories, with the intention ot 
attacking Monsieur Perron’s force, which had been 
assembled at a short distance from the fortress of 
Ally-Ghur. The army reached this point about 
seven o’clock in the morning of the 20th. The 
enemy immediately struck their tents, and the whole 
of their cavalry drew up on the plain close to the 
Fort of Ally-Ghur.

Monsieur Perron’s position was strong and fa­
vourable for repelling the attack ot the British army.
His front was completely covered by an extensive 
swamp, which in some parts is not fordable; the right 
flank was protected by the fort of Ally Chur, and his 
left derived considerable strength, from the nature 
of the ground on that side, and from the position of 
some villages which were occupied by parties of his 
troops. Monsiqur Perron’s force was estimated to 
amount to about fifteen thousand horse, of which 
from four to five thousand were regular cavalry.

The Commander in Chief having determined to 
turn the left flank of Monsieur Perron’s force, the 
British cavalry were formed into two lines, and ad­
vanced to the attack supported by the infantry in 
three and four l i n e s ,according as the confined nature 
of the ground would permit. D u r in g  the advance ■

°  of
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matchlocks from a village which the cavalry had to 
pass, and a large column of the enemy s cavalry, 
headed by a regular corps of horse, approached suffi­
ciently near to enable the British cavalry to fire a few 
rounds from their galloper guns, which succeeded in 
forcing the enemy to retire. The excellent front 
displayed by the British cavalry, and the regular and 
determined advance of the whole army, so com­
pletely overawed Monsieur Perron and his troops, 
that they retired as fast as the British troops ad­
vanced, and finally quitted the field without ventur­
ing to risk an engagement.

Several attempts were made to charge the enemy-s 
cavalry, but the rap id ity  of their retreat prevented 
the possibility of effecting this desirable object. The 
Commander in Chief was with the British cavalry the 
whole day, and charged in person at the head of the
27th dragoons. 5

Although the early retreat of Monsieur Perron s 
force prevented the Commander in Chief from bring­
ing him to a general engagement, the operations of 
the 29th August, were attended with beneficial con­
sequences in establishing the superiority ot our arms 
over the power of the enemy : Monsieur Perron’s re­
putation received a powerful shock from the events 
of that day, and the defection of several of his con­
federates demonstrated at once their doubt of his 
power, and their conviction of our superiority.

After the action, the Commander in Chief took 
possession of the town of Cqei, and the array en­
camped to the northward of it, between the town 
and the fort of Ally Ghur.

This fort is of singular strength ; it is a broad * 
and deep ditchy and a fine glacis, and the country

* from  one hundred to two hundred feet in breadth, and 
thirty two feet in depth, of which there are always ten test of 
water.

N  for
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tor a mile round is levelled, and completely exposed 
in every point to the fire of the fort. There is only 
one entrance, which is very intricate, and over a nar­
row causeway, under which the enemy had com­
menced-a. mine; but had omitted to construct a 
drawbridge, and thus our troops were enabled to 
pass the ditch on the causeway, and immediately to 
assail the body of the place.

As soon as the army had taken up its ground near 
Coe!, General Lake summoned Monsieur Pcdron, 
the commander of Ally Ghur, to surrender the fort; 
but after several unsuccessful efforts to save the ef­
fusion of blood, and to persuade the garrison to eva­
cuate the place, General Lake found himself com­
pelled to adopt more decisive measures, and deter­
mined to attempt to 1 carry t&e fort by assault, rather 
than by the slower operations of a regular siege.

In conformity • to this resolution, the fort was 
stormed on the morning of the 4th of September. 
The Honourable Lieutenant Colonel Monson com­
manded the storming party, consisting of a detach­
ment of artillery with two twelve-pounders, four 
companies of his Majesty’s 76th regiment, the 1st 
battalion 4th regiment of native infantry, four com­
panies of the 2d battalion i 7th regiment, reinforced 
afterwards by the second battalion 4th regiment na­
tive infantry.

Lieutenant,Colonel Monson conducted the attack, 
with the utmost degree of gallantry, judgment, skill, 
and fortitude. The troops moved down to within six 
hundred yards of the sortie of th e  fort about three 
o’clock A.M . There was only one passage across 
the ditch into the fort, and this road was followed by 
Lieutenant. Colonel Monson.

After waiting until the hour fixed for the assault, 
(half past four o’clock,) the storming party moved 
on, (undercover of a heavy fire from the British bat­
teries erected for the purpose,) and arrived within one

hundred
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ed yards of the fort, before they were perceiv­

ed ; as soon however as Colonel Monson saw that.be 
was discovered, he endeavoured, by pushing on with 
the two flank companies of the 76th to enter the 
fort, along with the guard stationed outside of the 
gates, behind a strong breastwork which covered the 
entrance. The Colonel succeeded in passing the 
breastwork, but found the first gate shut. Two lad­
ders were immediately applied, on which Major 
Macleod of the 76th regiment, with two grenadiers 
attempted to mount, but they were forced to desist 
by a most formidable row of pikemen, who menaced 
every assailant with certain destruction. A twelve- 
pounder was then brought up, but some time elapsed 
before it could be placed opposite the gate,which was 
situated in an inconvenient direction, near the flank of 
a bastion. Four or five rounds were fired lx fore any ef­
fect was produced on ilte gate, and during this inter­
val which lasted about twenty minutes, the storming 
party was exposed to a most severe and raking fire of 
grape and wall pieces and match-locks. Our princi­
pal loss was sustained at this place. Colonel Mon- 
spn was wounded here by a pike, discharged, it is 
thought from a gun ; at this spot were also killed, 
the four grenadier officers and the Adjutant .of the 
76th regiment, with Lieutenant Turton of the 4th 
regiment native infantry.

As soon as the first gate was blown open, the troops 
adva need in a circular direction, (round a strong bas­
tion of masonry, along a narrow road,, and through 
two gateways, which were easily forced.) to a fourth 
gateway leading into the body of the place ; during 
which . time, they were much annoyed by a heavy 
cross fire in every direction. Tt was a work of great 
difficulty before the twelve,-pounder could be brought 
up, and when it arrived the gate was too strongly fas­
tened to be forced. Major Macleod, however, push­
ed through the wicket, and .entered the fort, after

N 2 which
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which very little opposition ensued, and the fort was 
completely carried. The genera! defence of this fort 
was very vigorous and lasted for one hour; and our 
loss was extremely severe. The French commandant 
Mr. Pedron was taken prisoner. As soon as the Bri- 
tiffi troops had entered the body of the place, the gar­
rison endeavoured to escape in every direction, many 
jumped into the ditch, others were drowned; about 
two thousand were killed, some surrendered, and were 
permitted to quit the fort by the Commander in Chief, 
who was close to the fort, observing the result of his 
hold and'Well planned attack.

A large quantity of stores and ordnance Was found 
in the fort, with some tumbrils of money, which the 
storming party divided on the spot.

The fall of the fort of Ally Ghur, was attended 
with the acquisition of most of the military stores be­
longing to the French party. This was the place of 
residence of Monsieur Perron, and it was the grand 
depot of his military stores.

The necessary arrangements for the security of the 
fort of Ally Ghur, and for the march of the army, 
having been completed on the 7 th of September, the 
Commander in Chief moved on that day towards 
Delhi. A battalion of sepoys was left in Ally Ghur, 
and a drawbridge applied to the gateway ; the place 
may now be considered as impregnable to any native 
power.

On the 7th of September the Commander in Chief 
received a letter under date the 5th of September from 
Monsieur Perron, informing the Commander in 
Chief, that he had resigned the service of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, and requesting permission to pass with 
his family, property, and the officers of his suite 
to Lucknow, through the territory of the honourable 
Company and of the Nawaub Vizier. Monsieur Per- 
ran also applied to the Commander in Chief for a suf. 
ficient escort to be composed either of British troops,

or
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^ - • ^ r b l s  own body guard. Genera! Lake immediately 

complied with Monsieur Perron’s request, and per­
mitted Monsieur Perron to, proceed through the 
British territories, attended by a British officer who 
had been appointed to meet Monsieur Perron on the 
frontier, and to conduct him to Lucknow. General 
Lake also permitted Monsieur Perron to be escorted 
by his own body guard, and provided for the reception 
of Monsieur Perron in the Company’s terri tories, and 
those of the Nawaub Vizier, with every mark of re­
spect and honour.

On the &th of September, the army reached Koor- 
jah, a fort of some strength, about thirty miles distant 
from,Aily-Ghur, which had been evacuated by the 
garrison on receiving the intelligence of the fall of 
that fortress. It is also probable that the capture of 
Ally Ghur was one of the causes of Mr. Perron’s de­
termination to solicit the protection of the British 
government. Mr. Perron, however, stated that his 
reason for retiring, proceeded from his having receiv­
ed intelligence, that bis successor had been appoint­
ed, and was actually on his way to take possession of 
his new charge. Mr. Perron also observed that the 
treachery, and ingratitude of his European officers 
convinced him, that further resistance to the British 
arms was useless.

About this period, the Commander in Chief re­
ceived intelligence of the surrender to the enemy of 
a detachment of five companies of sepoys with one 
gun, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Co- 
ningharn at Shekoabad. This small body of troops 
was attacked on the ‘id of September, by a numerous 
detachment of cavalry under the command of a 
Frenchman, named Plenty, and succeededj in com­
pelling the enemy to retreat; but being again attack­
ed on the 4th of September by the same superior 
force, and having nearly expended its ammunition, the 
party of British troops capitulated to the enemy.

On
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Chief immediately detached one regiment of Euro­
pean and two regiments of native cavalry under Co­
lonel Macau to join Colonel Vandeleur, who was in 
the neighbourhood of Futt.y-Ghur, with theSth regi­
ment light dragoons, and a detachment of infantry 
with a convoy for the army. The 2d brigade of in­
fantry under Colonel Clarke was also ordered to rein­
force Colonel Vandeleur’s detachment, but before 
these two parties could arrive at the place of their 
destination, the enemy recrossed the Jumna with 
great precipitation, and afterwards dispersed. Colo­
nel Macao’s detachment reached the fort of Firozea- 
bad on the 7th of September, which the enemy im­
mediately abandoned, leaving behind them nine guns, 
and several of the enemy’s troops, who had been 
wounded in the, Sate affair of Snekoabad. This is 
the only predatory incursion which the enemy has 
attempted upon the Company’s frontiers.

The army under General .Lake reached Secundra 
on the pth of September. On the morning of the 
10th, the Commander in Chief made a short march 
to the west of Secundra, and on the l itb, a march 
of eighteen miles beyond Soorajepoor. During the 
march, intelligence was received, that Monsieur 
Louis Bourquien had crossed the Jumna, in the night, 
with sixteen battalions of regular infantry, six thou­
sand cavalry, and a considerable train of ordnance, 
for the purpose of attacking the Commander in 
Chief.

The British army reached its ground of encamp­
ment near the Jchna Nullah (about six miles from 
Delhi) at eleven o’clock. The troops were much 
fatigued with the length of the march, and the heat 
of the weather, and the tents were scarcely pitched, 
when the enemy appeared in such force in front, as 
to oblige the grand guard and advanced pjcquets to 
turn out. The number of the enemy continuing to

encreuse
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the Commander in Chief proceeded in per­

son to reconnoitre them with the whole of the cavalry 
(three regiments), and found the enemy , drawn up 
on rising ground, in order of battle, and in full force. 
Their position was strong, each flank being covered 
by a swamp, beyond which was posted the cavalry. 
Their numerous artillery covered their front, which 
w as further protected by a line of intrenchments ; 
their front was the only direction in which the enemy 
could be attacked. As the British cavalry approach­
ed, the enemy began a very heavy cannonade.

As soon as the Commander in Chief had recon­
noitred the enemy’s position, orders were sent to 
camp for the infantry and artillery to join the cavalry.
The line was ordered to fall in without delay, and 
move to the front by columns of grand divisions 
from each battalion. The camp was left standing, 
the advanced piequets encreascd bv a part of the 
17 th regiment native infantry, were brought in for 
its protection. The whole of the British troops who 
were engaged in this memorable action, were his 
Majesty’s 76th regiment, seven battalions of Se­
poys, the artillery, the 27th dragoons, and ' two re­
giments of native cavalry, and amounted in number 
to about four thousand five hundred men. The 
number of the enemy amounted to about thirteen 
thousand infantry, and six thousand cavalry, in all 
nineteen thousand men.

Notwithstanding the alacrjtyand expedition, with 
which the British troops got underarms, one hour 
elapsed before the infantry could join the cavalry, 
which had .advanced about two miles in front, and 
was exposed to a severe and well directed cannonade 
which occasioned a considerable loss of men and 
horses. During this interval, the Commander in 
Chiefs horse was shot under him.

Finding that it would be difficult to defeat the 
enemy in their actual position, General Lake deter­

mined



to-make a feint, by which the enemy s h o r d p ^  
be induced to quit their intnmcbroents, and to ad­
vance on the plain. W ith this view the British ca­
valry was ordered to retire both for the purpose ot 
drawing the enemy from his strong position-, and of 
covering' the advance ot the British infantry: I  his 
retrograde movement was performed with the greatest 
order and steadiness, until the British infantry had 
effected their junction with the cavalry, when the 
cavalry immediately opened from the center and a - 
lowed the infantry to pass on in front,

&s soon as the cavalry began to retire, the enemy 
conceiving this movement to be... a real retreat, im­
mediately quitted their strong position, and advanced 
with the whole of their guns, shouting and cx.h.oi­
ling every demonstration of perfect confidence m 
superior prowess. They halted however on seeing 

' the British infantry who were instantly formed into 
one line, with the cavalry in a second line, about 
forty yards in the rear of the right wing ot the in­
fantry; the whole of the British force- then advanced 
towards the enemy, the Commander in Chief m per­
son leading bis Majesty’s 76th regiment. Notwith­
standing a tremendous fire of round, grape, and 
chain shot, the troops led by General Lake adwmeed 
with'the greatest bravery and steadiness, and. \vi thou, 
taking their musquets from their shoulders, until they 
had reached within a hundred paces of the enemy., 
when the enemy commenced a heavy fire of grape 
from all their artillery. Orders were instantly given 
to charge the enemy with bayonets ; the whole Bri­
tish Hue fired a volley, and with their i lustrums 
Commander in Chief at their head, rushed on with 
such impetuosity, that the enemy gave way and 
Bed in every direction. As soon as the British tH>ops 
halted after their charge, General Lakh, with his 
accustomed judgment, ordered the line to break in-- 
to columns of companies, which manoeuvre being
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etlected, the British cavalry (European and native), 
charged through the intervals with their galloper 
guns,' and completed the victory, by pursuing, the* 
enemy to the banks of the .Jumna, and driving vast 
numbers into the middle of the river. The galloper 
guns attached to the cavalry, were opened with 
considerable effect upon’the fugitives in this situation.

The Commander in Chief headed in person the,
76th regiment, which exhibited, under such a glori­
ous example, the most eminent proofs of valour and 
discipline.

While these operations took place to the right 
under the immediate direction of the Commander 
in Chief, the left wing under Major General St.
John attacked the enemy with great vigour, and the 
success of the British arms was complete in every 
point. The enemy left the whole of their artillery, 
sixty-eight pieces of ordnance, and thirty-seven 
tnrnhrils laden with ammunition in our possession, 
twenty-four tumbrils laden with ammunition were 
blown up in the field of battle, exclusive of which, 
many tumbrils and ammunition carriages were left 
by the enemy in the Jumna, andjin the Jefinah Nullah.
Two tumbrils, containing treasure, were also taken on 
the field of battle.

The loss of the enemy was very considerable, and 
has been estimated to have amounted to three thou­
sand men. The exertions of the British army were 
proportionate to the brilliant result of this glorious 
victory, and the whole army, with the commander in 
chief, was under anus for seventeen hours. After the 
action, the army took up fresh ground, nearer the 
river.

The battle was fought within view ofthe minarets 
•of Delhi, and the whole army encamped the next, day 
dose to the Jumna river, opposite to that city.—
The unfortunate emperor, Siiah Aulum, sent to 
General Bake immediately after the action, to ex- 
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press his anxious desire to place his person and autho­
rity under the protection of the victorious arms of the • 
British government.

On the 14th of September the army began to cross 
the Jumna, and on the same day Monsieur Bout- 
miien, who commanded the forces of the enemy in 
the late action of the l l th  of September, together 
with four other French officers, surrendered them­
selves as prisoners to General Lake.

His Excellency the Commander in Chief had the 
honour to pay his first visit to his Majesty Shah Au- 
lum on the 16th of September, and to congratulate^ 
his Majesty on his emancipation from the eantroul of 
the French faction which had so long oppressed and
degraded him. . .

From the Commander in Chief’s dispatches, and 
such accounts as have been received from private 
sources of intelligence, it appears, that his Majesty 
was graciously pleased to direct his eldest, son and 
heir apparent, the Prince Mirza Akbar Shah, to con­
duct the Commander in Chief to his royal presence. 
The Prince was to have arrived at. the Commander 
in Chief’s tent at twelve o’clock, but. did not reach 
the British camp until half past three o clock. P- M .
By the time his Royal Highness had been received, 
remoulded on his elephant, and the whole cavalcade 
formed, it was half past four o’clock. The distance 
being five miles, the Commander m Chief did not 
reach the palace of Delhi until sunset. The crowd 
in the city was extraordinary, and it was with some 
difficulty that the cavalcade could make its way to 
the palace. The courts of the palace were full ot 
Ticople, anxious to witness the deliverance of their 
Sovereign from a state of degradation and bondage.
At length the Commander in Chief was ushered into 
the royal presence, and found the unfortunate and 
venerable. Emperor, oppressed by the accumulated ca­
lamities of old age, degraded authority, extrem ejo- (
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and loss of sight, seated under a small tat­

tered canopy, the remnant of his royal state, with 
every external appearance of the misery of his con­
dition.

It is impossible to describe the impression which 
General Lake’s conduct on this interesting occasion, % 
has made on the minds of the inhabitants of Delhi, 
and of all the Mussulmans, who have had an oppor­
tunity of being made acquainted with the occurrences 
of the 16th of September, 1803. In the mataphorical 
language of Asia, the native News-writers, who de­
scribe this extraordinary scene, have declared that 
his Majesty Shah Aulutn recovered his sight from ex­
cess of joy. In addition to many other marks of 
royal favour and condescension, the Emperor was 
graciously pleased to confer on General Lake the se­
cond title in the empire *.

The result of the spirited and judicious operations 
at Coel on the '2C)th of August, of the gallant assault 
of Aly-Gbur on the 4th, and of the glorious battle of 
Delhi on the Hth of September, deeply affected the 
French influence and authority, and secured to the 
British power, the possession of the Doab of the 
Ganges and Jumna.

The French officers deprived of authority, and 
finding themselves the objects of just indignation 
to the country which they had governed, were com­
pelled to solicit the protection of the British govern­
ment, while the conquered country, (rejoicing in 
the change of masters, and deeply impressed with a 
just sense of the humane conduct and orderly beha­
viour of the British troops, of the protection offered 
by General Lake to the persons and property of the

* The Persian titles conferred on General Lake, are, Sums am 
u Do-wiah Ashghah ul Mull, Khan Dowran Khan, General Gerard 
Lais Bahadur, Futteli Jung ; signifying in English, « The Sword 
of the State, the lien  of the Land, the Lord of the Jge, and the Victorious
in ll'cir-

O  3 irtha-
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habitants, and of the mild treatment which the 

British Government extends to all its subjects,) 
regarded the British troops as friends and deli­
verers.

These important victories rescued the 'unfortunate 
# emperor Shah Aulum, from"the power of bis oppres­

sors. By ihe success of our arms, interesting pur­
poses of humanity were accomplished; and so tar, 
as this object is regarded in a political point of view, 
his Majesty Shah Aulum, being placed under the 
protect ion of the British government, no other power 
can noW avail itself of the weight and influence, 
which the Emperor’s name must ever possess amongst 
the Mussulman inhabitants of Hindustan.

The attention of the Governor General is now di­
rected, to the formation of a permanent arrangement 
for the future maintenance of the dignity and com­
fort of his Imperial Majesty, and of the royal family,, 
on principles calculated to provide for those desirable 
objects with the utmost benefit to the reputation of 
British justice and liberality, and to secure the .im­
portant. advantages to be derived from the connection, 
which will how be renewed upon permanent princi­
ples between the royal house of Timur, - aw; /the 
British power in India. The Governor General has 
also given directions to provide for the nobility.and the 
greatofficersof state at Del hi {whose fort unes have been 
destroyed by tbesudccssful usurpation of'Seindiah, and 
of the French adventurers,) on principles similar to 
these, which in the'year 1799> after the fall of the 
fortress of Sferihgnpatam, induced the Governor Ge­
neral to make a liberal and permanent provision for 
the principal officers and nobility of'Tippoo Sultauu.

Having made the necessary arrangements for his 
march from Delhi, the Commander in Chief moved 
from that city towards Agra on the '24 th of Septem­
ber ; Lieutenant Colonel. Ochtcrlony, Deputy Adju­
tant General of the Honourable Company’s army,

was
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ceive the commands of the emperor Shah Aulmn. A 
.garrison was also left at Delhi, consisting of one bat­
talion and four companies of native infantry, together 
with a corps of Mewatties, then raising under I he com­
mand of British officers, who had been in the service 
of Scindiah, and who on the commencement of nos- 
tilities with that chieftain, quitted his service^ and 
joined the army under General Bake.

On the 30th of September, Monsieur Dudernaigue 
and two other officers in Scindiah's service, who hat! 
been detached with some regular battalions by Scin­
diah, in the month of July, from the Dekan, for the 
purpose of reinforcing Monsieur Perron s army in I liu- 
d os tan, surrendered themselves prisoners to Col. Van- 
del cur, who, with the detachment * under his com­
mand, Had occupied the city of Muttra on the right 
bank Of the Jumna, in which was established one of 
Monsieur Perron’s principal founderies of cannon.

During these transactions, the detachment of Bri­
tish t r o o p s  assembled under the command of Lieute­
nant Colonel Powell of the Bengal establishment, near 
Allahabad, for the purpose of co-operating with a 
force under the command of Himtnut Bahadur, (one 
of his Highness the Feishwah's principal officers in 
Rundelcund) in the occupation of that province, 
crossed the Jumna on the 6th of Septembet ! 803, and 
entered the province of Bundelcund on the loth of 
September, Lieutenant Colonel Po>velI was joined by 

, Rajah Himmfit Bahadur with his forces f  amounting 
to about 13 or 14,000 men. .

The united detachments arrived on the banL_.pt

* His Majesty’s 8th and 29th dragoons; the _ 1st and fth  
native cavalry, three battalions and five companies ot nuuvo
infantry. « t

f  About. 1-000 horse, 8000-irregular mtautry, three regurir 
'battalions' under the command of an European officer, and 
twenty-five pieces of ordnance of tirFeiint calibres. ^
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river Cane *, on the 23d of September, anti 

found the troops of Shumshere Bahadur L encamped 
on the opposite bank of the river in considerable
strength. . . .

Having reduced several forts in the vicinity of his 
camp, and having established the British authority in 
the territory lying between the Jumna and the Lane, 
Lieutenant Colonel Powell, accompanied by Himmut 
Bahadur, crossed the latter river on the SOth of Oc­
tober, and on the 12th of the same month engaged 
Shumshere Bahadur!, in which action that chieftain 
was compelled to retreat with loss. Accounts have 
since been received, that Sbuirisbero Bahadur has 
crossed the river Bctwabp} and was retiring from the 
province of Bundelcund, .

The army under General Lake arrived at Muttra 
on the 2d of October ; having formed a junction with 
Colonel Vandeieur's detachment, the Commander m 
Chief-moved on to the fortress of Agra, which place 
the army reached at about two P. M. on the. 4th oi 
October. A summons was immediately sent to the 
garrison, but no answer was returned to General 
Lake. It appears that all the European officers m

# This river joins the Jumna, a little bel ow the town of Corah, 
and runs nearly in a north and south direction by the fort of 
Gal linger, through the province of Bundelcund.

f  S hums here Bahadur, is the son of Aly Bahadui, which 
My Bahadur was the son of the first Shamshere Bahadur, the 
natural sou of Bajee Kao, the first Peishwali Aly Bahadur con­
quered a great part of the province of Bundelcund. fiom the 
Bundela Rajah, in the name of the Peishwan. Although he 
;„as in faft one of the Peishwah’s officers, he availed himself oi 
the weakness of the state of Pponah, and of h» distance from 
that Government, to render himself neaily independent of the
P a s h w a h  • a t t& o r ity .a ,ie d  ^  C o lo n e l P o w e ll s o ffic ia l

dispatch to the Adjutant General, dated camp at Capsah, k .u  
October, a printed copy of which is annexed to these notes.

r The river Betwah joins the Jumna a little below C alpy, 
and running in a south west direction, touches the western extre­
mity of tiie province of Bundelcund, near the town of Lehut, 
in about 85 north latitude, and 78 east longitude.

. -7 , ;-y -.i|.
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had been placed in confinement, and .
^ “'Considerable confusion prevailed within the fort.

Seven battalions of the enemy’s regular infantry, 
with several guns, were encamped on the outside of 
the fort, and occupied the town and principal 
mosque of Agra, as well as some ravines which led 
through broken ground, from the British camp on 
the south side of the fort, to the ditch and to the 
Delhi gateway. Finding it impossible to make ap­
proaches against the fort of Agra, as long as these, 
battalions maintained their position to the south and 
south west of the fort, General Lake determined to 
occupy the ravines, and to dislodge the enemy from 
the town.

W ith this view, on the morning of the 10th of 
October, Colonel Clarke, who was encamped in the 
rear of the town, was directed to take possession of 
it with his brigade of Sepoys, at the same time that 
three battalions of Sepoys, tinder the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Mac Culloch, Major Haldane, 
and Captain Worsley, advanced to occupy the ra­
vines. The. attack succeeded completely; after a 
long and severe contest, the enemy evacuated the v 
town and retired, some into the principal mosque, 
and others to the ditch near the gateway, under 
cover of the guns of the fort. T he attack on the 
ravines was equally successful, but owing to the 
high spirit and bravery of the officers and men ot 
the native battalions, who quitted the ravines, and 
gained the glacis, for the purpose of seizing the ene­
my’s guns, the British battalions employed on this 
attack were exposed to a heavy fire of grape and 
matchlocks from the fort, and suffered a severe loss 
in tnen and officers. The enemy were entirely de­
feated with the loss of six hundred men, and the 
British troops captured twenty-six guns, with several 
tumbrils. The remainder of the enemy’s battalions, 
amounting to about two thousand five hundred rnen,

after-
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-^afterwards agreed to surrender to General Lake, and 

marched into the British camp on the morning of 
the ! 3th of October,

The • Commander in Chief’s official details of this 
gallant action, and of the surrender of the enemy’s 
battalion#*on the •] 3th of'October, are contained in 
thfrappendix to these'notes, •

On the eveningofthe 13thofOctober, the garrison 
of the fort solicited a cessation of hostilities, f. 
purpose of negotiating. the terms of capitulation 
dispatched an European officer to the British camp, 
with a. letter signed by the principal native officers 
in the fort, stating the conditions on which they were 
disposed to surrender. The Commander in Chief 
immediately dispatched a British officer into the 
fort, for the purpose of finally adjusting the terms 

-of the capitulation, but while that officer was 
actually engaged in the negotiation, the filing from 
the fort recommenced, and the British officer re­
turned to camp. In consequence of this treacherous 
act, the breaching batteries of the; British army 
opened on the morning pf the 1711j, within three 
hundred:and fifty yards from the fort. Considerable 
impression was made on the walls of the fort by the ' 
fire of the batteries, which would soon have effected 
a practicable breach, and the fort capitulated on the 
night of t lie l/th . The garrison, consisting of about 
five thousand men,marched out at noon on the follow- 
ing day, wjien the place was immediately occupied by 
the British troops under the command of Colonel Mac. 
Donald. A. large.quantity of stores and many guns 
were found in the fortress of Agra, together with se­
veral money tumbrils, containing twenty-four lacs of 
rupees.

The capture of this fortress and of the important 
pdsts of Delhi an«j Muttra, secures the navigation of 
the river Jumna, and the possession of a considerable

tract
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country on the right bank of that river. I he 

independent chieftains in that quarter are favourably 
disposed to the British government; with several of 
the most powerful of these chieftains, the Commander 
in Chief has, in conformity to the Governor General’s 
instructions, already concluded treaties, by which 
their alliance and co-operation is effectually secured.

The intelligence of the nappy termination of this 
branch of the brilliant campaign on the north-west 
frontier of Oude, was.received at Fort William with 
sentiments of joy arid admiration, proportionate to the 
public sense of the bravery, spirit, activity, and emi­
nent talents manifested by General Lake, as well, as o | 
the valour, discipline, and persevering courage of 
the officers and men,of the gallant army which, un~ * 
der his personal command, and imitating his illus­
trious example, had accomplished with unexampled 
rapidity all the important services prescribed in the 
Governor General’s comprehensive plan of operations 
for this branch of the campaign.

The British army marched from Agra on the 2/tli  
of October, in pursuit of a force of the enemy, com­
posed of fifteen of Monsieur Person’s regular batta­
lions, (which had been detached by Scindiah from the 
Dekan in the early part of the campaign under the 
command of Monsieur Dudernaiguey and of two 
battalions which had effected their escape from Del­
hi, after the battle of the l i th  of September. Dur­
ing the seige of Agra, this force occupied a position 
about thirty miles in the rear of the Britifh army, but 
made no attempt to interrupt the seige of that im­
portant fortress. The Commander in Chief was 
anxious to defeat this force because it was furnifhed 
with a numerous artillery, and because its; object was 
to proceed towards Delhi, for the purpose o f attempt­
ing the. recovery of that important post. The exis­
tence of so large a force pf  the enemy in Hindostan, 
alarmed those native chieftains who, were disposed to.

P  unite
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with the British government, and encouraged 

all those who might be adverse to oar interests.
A heavy fall of rain compiled the army to halt on 

the ‘28th at Kerowly, on the 29th of October the army 
marched to the north-west, of Fatty pore Sikree. On 
the 30th the army made a march of twenty mites, 
leaving the heavy guns and baggage in Futtypore 
under the protection of two battalionss of native in­
fantry from the 4th brigade.

On the 31 st of October, the army marched twenty 
miles, and encamped a short distance from the ground 
which the enemy had quitted the same morning. 
Possessed of this intelligence, the Commander in 
Chief determined to make an effort to overtake the 
enemy with all the cavalry of the army, intending toi 
delay the enemy by a light engagement until the 
British infantry should- be able to effect a junction 

. with the cavalry in advance, and to take advantage 
of any confusion which might be occasioned by his 
attack to seize the enemy’s guns and baggagfe.
W ith this view the Commander in Chief with the 
whole of the cavalry marched at twelve o’clock on- 
the night of the 31st of October, and having perform­
ed a march of twenty-five miles in little more than 
six hours, came up with the enemy about seven 
o’clock in the morning of the 1st .November. The 

f enemy’s force amounted to seventeen regular batta­
lions of infantry, (about 9OOO uico,) seventy -1 wo guns,, 
and from 4 to 5000 cavalry. Previously to the 
march of the British cavalry, orders were given for the 
infantry to follow at three o’clock in the morning.

When the Commander in Chief at the head of the 
cavalry reached the enemy, they appeared to be on 
their retreat, and in such confusion, that the Com­
mander in Chief was induced to try the effect of air- 
attack with the cavalry alone, without waiting the ar­
rival of the infantry. By cutting the embankment 
of a large reservoir of water, the enemy had rendered

the
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o'f this circumstance (which caused a  considerable 
delay in the advance of the cavalry,) to occupy an 
advantageous position, having their right in front of 
■the village of Laswaree and thrown back upon a rivu­
let (the banks of which were very high and difficult 
of access), their left upon the village of Mohaulpoor, 
and their whole front concealed by high grass and 
protected by a powerful Hue of Artillery. A cloud 
of dust, which had been raised by the movements of 
the cavalry, completely obscured the enemy, and pre­
vented the Commander in Chief from discovering 
this change in their position; General Lake there­
fore proceeded in the execution of his original plan,
(by which he hoped to prevent the retreat of the 
enemy and to secure their guns,) and directed the 
advanced guard and the 1st brigade of cavalry to 
move upon the point where the enemy had been ob­
served ,in motion, but which proved to be the left of 
their new position. The remainder of the cavalry 
was ordered to attack in succession as soon as they 
could form, after passing the rivulet.

The charge of the advanced guard under Major 
•Griffiths of his majesty’s 2pth dragoons (aid-de-camp 
to the Governor General,) and of the ist brigade led 
by Colonel Vandeleur of his majesty’s 8th dragoons, 
was made with much; gallantry. The enemy’s line 
was forced, and the cavalry penetrated into the vil­
lage, and took possession of several of the enemy’s 
guns. Tlie attacks of the brigades of cavalry and 
particularly of the 3d brigade under Colonel Mucan, 
were conducted with the same spirit and with equal 
success. The fire however from other guns which 
the enemy still maintained, was so galling and de­
structive, that it was found necessary to withdraw the 
cavalry out of reach of the enemy’s fire. The British 
cavalry retired in perfect order, retaining ppssessioa 
of a part of the enemy’s artillery. Several guns huw-

P 2 ever,
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ever, which had been captured by the British cavalry, 
were abandoned from a want of draft bullocks.

Colonel Vandeleur, who had manifested the great­
est skill, judgment, and gallantry, was killed in this 
charge. During his command of the detachment 
which had been formed in the. month of September 
3 803, for the protection of the Doab of the Ganges 

. and Jumna, this brave and. accomplished officer dis­
played considerable zeal and ability, and by his judi­
cious movements compelled the enemy to make a 
precipitate retreat from the British-territories. His 

• death was universally deplored, and may justly be 
deemed a public loss.

The British infantry having marched at three 
o’clock in the morning, arrived upon the banks of 
the rivulet about twelve o’clock at noon. After so _ 
long a march (twenty-five miles,) it was absolutely 
necessary to allow some time for the men to refresh 
themselves, during which the enemy sent a message 
to the Commander in Chief, offering on certain con­
ditions to surrender their guns. Anxious to prevent 
the further effusion of blood, the Commander in 
Chief directed a letter to be written, acquiescing in 
their proposals, and allowing the enemy one hour tp 
fulfil the conditions of surrender proposed by them­
selves.

In the mean while the necessary arrangements were 
adopted fora general attack on the enemy, as soon 
a s  the prescribed time should elapse, I  he British 
infantry was formed into two columns on the left; the 
first composed of the right wing,under Major General 
W are, was destined to assault the village of Mohaul- 
poor, and to turn the enemy’s right flank, which 
since the morning bad been thrown back, leaving a 
considerable space between it- and the rivulet. I he 
enemy had formed their infantry into two lines, with 
their right thrown back, the first line to the eastward 
and covering the village of Mohaulpoor, and the se­

cond



®  ‘ ' . ' *
n

{ 109 ) o L

eond to the westward of that village. Their cavalry 
yvas to the right of their position. The second column 
of British infantry composed of the left wing, under 
Major General St. John was ordered to support the 
first column. The third brigade of cavalry nndjcr 
Colonel Macan was directed to support the infantry ; 
Lieutenant Colonel J. Vandeleur, with the second 
brigade of cavalry, was detached to the right of the 
British army to watch the enemy’s left, to avail him­
self of any confusion of the enemy’s line, and tq 
attack them upon their retreat. 'The first brigade 
of cavalry under Lieutenant Colonel Gordon, (who 
succeeded to the command on the death of Colonel 
Vandeleur,) composed the reserve, and was formed 
between the 2d and 3d brigades. As many of the 
field pieces of the British army as could be brought 
up, together with the galloper guns aitnehed to the, 
cavalry, formed four different batteries to support the 
attack of the infantry.

At the expiration of the time which General Lake 
had allowed the enemy to determine on a surrender 
of their guns, no reply having been received from 
the enemy, the British infantry advanced to ihe at­
tack, moving along the banks of the rivulet throneh 
high grass, and broken ground, which afforded cover.
As soon as the British infantry became exposed to 
the enemy’s guns, the four British batteries com­
menced their fire, and continued to advance, not­
withstanding the superiority of the enemy’s artil­
lery, both in number and weight of metal. The 
cannonade on both sides was extremely severe, and 
maintained with great spirit and vigour. The ene­
my’s artillery was exceedingly well served, and they 
threw grape from large mortars, as well as from guns 
of a very heavy calibre.

When the 76th regiment, which headed the at­
tack, had arrived within one hundred and fifty paces 

* of the enemy, they were so much exposed to the 
enemy’s fire, and were losing men so fast, that the

Commander
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to the attack with that regiment, and as many of the 
native infantry (the 2d battalion of the 12th, and 
five companies of the 16th) as had closed to the 
front, rather than to wait until the remainder of the 
column, which had been much impeded in its ad­
vance, should be able to form,

As soon as this small body of brave men arrived 
within reach of the enemy’s cannister shot, a most 
tremendous fire opened from the enemy’s artillery.
The loss sustained by the British troops was very 
severe, and the heavy cannonade from the enemy’s 
line was sufficient alone to prevent a regular ad­
vance ; at this moment, the enemy’s cavalry also at­
tempted to charge, but was repulsed by the fire of 
this gallant body of British infantry; the enemy's 
cavalry, however, rallied at a short distance, and as­
sumed so menacing a posture, that the Commander 
in Chief ordered an attack from the British cavalry.
Major Griffiths having at that instant, been unfor­
tunately killed by a cannon shot; this service was 
performed by his Majesty's 29th dragoons under 
Captain Wade, with the greatest gallantry and suc­
cess, and in a manner highly honourable to every 
officer and- trooper in that regiment. The remainder 
of the first column of the British infantry arrived in 
time to join in -the attack of the enemy’s reserve, 
which was formed in the rear of their first line with 
its left upon the village of Mohaulpoor, and its right 
thrown back.

About this time, Major General W are fell dead 
by a cannon shot. Be was a gallant officer, and his 
loss was deeply lamented.. Ou bis death, the com­
mand of this column devolved upon Colonel Mac 
Donald, who though wounded, continued to con­
duct himself in this important command, in a man­
ner which was highly satisfactory to the Commander 
in Chief.

The
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enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the .. . ..*

' iS t, and did nqt abandon ihcir position until they 
had lost all their guns. Even then their left wing 
attempted to retreat in good order, but was frus­
trated by his Majesty’s 29th regiment' of dragoons, 
and the 6th regiment of native cavalry under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel John Vandeleur, 
of the 8ib light dragoons, who broke in upon the 
enemy’s column, cut several to pieces, and drove 
the rest in prisoners, with the whole of the enemy’s 
baggage.

The loss which the British troops sustained in 
the achievement of this complete victory was 
severe.

Two thousand of the enemy were taken prisoners, 
and there is every reason to believe that the re­
mainder of  the enemy was destroyed on the field of 
battle.

The enemy left in the possession of the Britisfs 
troops the whole of their bazars, camp equipage, and 
baggage, with a considerable number of elephants, 
canids, and upwards of }600 bullocks; seventy-two 
pieces of cannon of different calibres, forty-four stands 
of colours, and sixty-four tumbrils completely laden 
with ammunition. Three tumbrils with money were 
also captured, together with fifty-seven carts laden 
with matchlocks, musquets and stores, and some ar­
tificer's carts. Several tumbrils with ammunition 
were blown up din ing the action, and 5000 stand 
of arms which had been thrown down by the enemy, 
were found on the field of battle. The whole of the 
ordnance taken, with the exception of eight guns, 
was in excellent order, and perfectly serviceable, and 
all the. appointments of the enemy’s corps were of the 
first quality.

The enemy displayed the most determined obsti­
nacy, and called forth the utmost exertions of the 
steadiness and valour of the gallant 76th regiment, 
supported by the remainder of the infantry of the

f i r s t
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"  first column, and the repeated charges of the cayalryi 
The resistance opposed by the enemy, was more de­
termined than any opposition which the army under 
General Lake had experienced since the commence- 

j merit of the campaign. His Majesty’s 76th regiment
on this memorable day, maintained the high reputa­
tion which it had acquired on many former occasions, 
but especially fii every occurrence of this glorious 
campaign.

The victory however must be principally attributed 
to the admirable skill, judgment, heroic valour, and 
activity of the Commander in Chief, General Lake, 
whose magnanimous example, together with the re­
collection of his ■ achievements at Cocl, Aly Gbur, 
Delhi, and Agra, inspired general confidence and 
emulation. In the morning General Lake led tha 
charge of the cavalry, and in the qfternoon, con­
ducted in person at the head of the 70th regiment, 
all the different attacks on the enemy’s line, and on 
their reserve posted in, and near the village of Mo- 
haulpoor. On this day two horses were killed under 
the Commander in Chief. The shot showered 
around him in every direction; in the midst of the 
danger and slaughter which surrounded him, he dis­
played not only the most resolute fortitude arid ar­
dent valour, but the utmost degcee of professional 
ability and knowledge, availing himself with admira­
ble promptitude of every advantage presented by t he 
enemy, and frustrating every effort of the enemy s 
obstinacy and boldness. His masterly plans of attack 
during the action were carried into instantaneous 
execution by his unrivalled personal activity ; and he 
appeared with matchless courage and alacrity in front 
of every principal charge, which he had planned 
with eminent judgment and skill. •

The staff of the army distinguished themselves 
greatly, and merit the highest commendation. 
Among' these one of the most distinguished was 
Major G. A. F. Lake, of his Majesty’s 9 Ah regiment,

son
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This''father in the capacity, of aid-de-camp and mili­
tary secretary throughout the whole campaign, and 
whose gallantry and activity in executing his father’s 
orders, had been conspicuous in every service of dif­
ficulty and danger.

This promising young officer constantly attended 
his father’s person, and possessed th e ‘highest place 
in the Commander in Chief’s confidence and esteem.
In the heat of the action, the Commander in Chiefs 
horse, pierced by several shot, fell dead under him, 
Major Lake, who was on horseback close to his fa­
ther, dismounted, and offered his horse to the Com­
mander in Chief. The Commander in Chief refused, 
but Major Lake’s earnest solicitations prevailed. The 
Commander in Chief mounted his son’s horse, and 
Major Lake mounted a horse from one of the troops 
of cavalry. In a moment a shot struck Major Lake, 
and wounded him severely in the presence of his af­

fectionate father. At this instant, the Commander 
in Chief found it necessary to lead the troops against 
the enemy, and to leave his wounded son upon the 
field ; a more affecting scene never was presented 
to the imagination, nor has Providence ever exposed 
human fortitude to a more severe trial. General 
Lake, in this dreadful and distracting moment, pro­
secuted his victory with unabated ardour. At the 
close of the battle, the Commander in Chief had the 
satisfaction to learn that his son’s wound, although 
extremely severe, was not likely to prove dangerous; 
a confident hope is now entertained that this gallant, 
and promising young officer will be preserved to en­
hance the joy of his father’s triumph, and to serve his 
King and country -with hereditary honour.

T his splendid victory completes the subversion of 
Scindkb’s hostile power and formidable resources in. 
Hindustan, and of the French force, which consti­
tuted the main strength of his army in that quarter.

The battle was terminated by four o’clock P. M.
; : ■ / Q ' on
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on the 1st November, when the victorious British 
army encamped with its left to the village of .Las- 
waree, which is on the north bank of the rivulet, and 
its right to a village called Singrah, A battalion of 
infantry took charge of tire prisoners, who were all 
assembled at the village of Sagepoorah, which is a 
very short distance to the eastward of the village of 
Mohaulpoor. Great part of the army had been under 
arms for sixteen hours, and had marched in the course 
of 48 hours a distance of more than sixty-five miles. 
The details of this important victory, together with 
the returns of the killed and wounded, and of the ord­
nance captured, are annexed to these notes.

In reviewing the rapid and brilliant events of the 
campaign against the confederate Marhatta chieftains 
and their French forces, every loyal subject of the 
British empire must remark with the most zealous 
emotions of just pride and national triumph, that in 
the course of an extensive .and complicated syftem of 
military operations, the glorious success of the Bri­
tish arms has been uniform in every part of India. 
The able and gallant officers and troops of his Ma­
jesty’s service and of the several establishments of the 
three presidencies, have been actuated by equal senti­
ments of public spirit and honour, and have co-oper­
ated wi,th equal ardour and success in an united effort 
to accomplish the objects of the allies.

From the 8th of August, the day on which hos­
tilities commenced, to .the, 1 st of November, the Bri­
tish army has conquered all the possessions of Scin- 
diah in Guzerat, the city of Boorhanpoor in Can- 
deisb, the province of Cuttack m Orissa, the M ar­
hatta dominions between the Jumna and the Ganges, 
the city of Delhi and the right bank of the Jumna, 
the city of Agra, and the adjoining territory; has 
reduced by storm the fortified town of Ahmed- 
nuggtp', the forts of Alyghur, Baroach, and Cut- 
tack ; and hy capitulation, after having opened
batteries, the forts of Amednuggur, of Povvanghur,

and
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minated the key of the Dekan, and the fort of 
i||gra,. denominated the key of Hindostari : and 
has defeated the enemy in three general engagements, 
at Delhi on the i u h  of September, at Assye on the 
8-3 d of September, and at Lasvvaree. on the ist No­
vember ; having taken, according, to the official re­
turns,- on the field of battle in those engagements and 
under the walls of Agra, two hundred and sixty- 
eight pieces of ordnance, five thousand stand of 
arms, two hundred and fifteen tumbrils and fifty-one 
stand of colours, with a large quantity of stores, 
baggage, camp equipage and ammunition.

The official returns of the artillery, stores, &c. 
taken from the enemy have not yet been received, 
from Ahmednuggur, Baroach, the fort of Delhi, 
Firozebad, Charnponeer, Powhanghur, Jalnahpoor, 
Cuttack, Boorhanpoor and Asseerghur, but the 
amount of the returns actually received of ordnance 
taken in the several forts exclusive of that taken on 
the field of battle, is four hundred and forty-five pieces 
ofor dance, exclusive of tumbril;;,- stores, &c. making 
the total number of ordnance, of which returns have 
been received, captured from the 8th of August to 
the ist of November, seven hundred and thirtemU

The progress and result of these successful opera­
tions have restored his Highness the Peishwah to 
his sovereign authority at Poonab* and cemented our 
alliance with that Prince; have secured the succes­
sion of the legitimate heir of the sovereign Prince 
of the Dekan to the government of his deceased 
father the late Nizam ; have protected the British in­
terests at Hyderabad from injury, have confirmed 
the stability of the treaties by which the French 
were expelled from the Dekan in 1798; and have 
delivered the aged, venerable,-and unfortunate Em­
peror of Hindostan from misery and ignominy, from 
indigence and bondage, and from the hands of the 
French.

The
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The achievements of General Lake, and Major Ge­

neral Wellesley, combined with the admirable and 
. exemplary conduct of the officers and troops during 
this campaign, more particularly in the signal and 
splendid victories of Delhi, o f Assye, and of Laswaree, 
must inspire a general sentiment of just confidence 
in the vigor of our military resources, and in the 
stability of our, dominion and power. Our uniform 
success in frustrating every advantage of superior 
numbers, of powerful artillery, and even of obsti­
nate resistance opposed by the enemy, constitutes a 
satisfactory proof of the established superiority of 
British discipline, skill and valour; and demonstrates, 
that the glorious progress of our arms is not; the ac­
cidental result of a temporary or transient advantage, 
but the natural and certain effect of a permanent 
cause.

A confident expectation may be entertained, that 
under the pressure of accumulated defeat, with aggra­
vated loss of resources, power, reputation, military 
■strength, and dominion, in every quarter of India, . 
the confederate Marhatta chieftains Dovvlut Rao 
Scindiah and the Rajah of B m r, must speedily be 
compelled to accede to such terms of pacification, as 
shall be calculated to deprive them of the means of 
disturbing our possessions,' and of impairing the effi­
cacy and stability of our alliances.

Under such a general pacification, it is reasonable 
to expect, that with a considerable augmentation of 
the lustre and glory of the British, arms ip. India, 
will be combined -the accomplishment of a compre­
hensive system of alliance and political connection in 
Hindostan, and the .Dekan, calculated to promote 
the general tranquillity of India, to secure, on the 
most permanent foundations, the interest and do­
minion of the British nation against the hostile at­
tempts of any Indian or European power, and to de­
stroy the last remnant of French influence in India.

Afpendjx.
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A P P E N D I X  A,

N i j / w  relative to the llijlery and CenfiitutioH o f the 
M arhatta Empire, .and to the principal Chieftains 
compofmg the M arhatta Confederacy.

T H E  Marhatta Empire was founded by Seva* 
jee towards the middle of the feventeenth 

Century. Sevajee was the 
great grandfon *  of Bhaugha •  Ra n a  e h e e m , 

Bhoofiah, an illegitimate foil il‘nce 0̂ Oudlf0or;
(by an obfeure woman of a - I
tribe called Bhoofiah,) of Ran'a ' augu"u«rtl“»0f
Bheem, a Rana of the Raj-
pool Slate of Oudipoor,- who *"* "p"
was defcended from the Ra-
jahs of Chit to re, the moft i
antient of the Hindoo Prm- C L f ld f j
c e s ; B a u g h a  B o o f la h  a f fu m e d  s *vaJ££, r e n d e r  of the
the name of his mother’s M shratta Empire, born in

tribe, which has since that fiuŷ twoyears! l68°’ 886,4 
period continued to be the
family name cif his defeendants, the Rajahs of 
Sattarah and of Berar.

Bhaugha Bhoofiah being neglected and defpifed 
by his family on account of his low origin on the 
female fide, retired in difgufl from Oudipoor to 
the province of Candeifh in the Dekan, where he 
entered into the fervice of a Zemindar named Rajah 
Ali Mohun, and became guardian to the Rajah’s

a % fon

' G<? w \



<SL
until he had attained the age of manhood; 

Baugba Bhooflah fubfequently quitted Candeifh, 
and purchafed a tra£t of land near the city of 
Poonah, o f which he became the Zemindar : In 
this lituation he died, leaving iifue Mauloo Jee, 
who entered into the iervice of a Marhatta Chief 
named Jaddoo Roy, under whom he acquired great 
rank and influence.

Soon after this period iVIauloo Jee’s fon, Shah Jee, 
was married to jee Jaee, the only daughter of jad  ­
doo Roy, without the confent of the latter; from 
this marriage was born, in 1628, Sevajee, the 
founder of the Marhatta Empire. .A dil'pute enfued, 
in conlequence of this marriage, between Jaddoo 
Roy and his fob-in-law; and Shall Jee, being 
Compelled by Jaddoo Roy to quit Ahmednuggur, 
(forming at that time the territory of Nizam Shah,} 
entered into the fervice of Ibrahim Adil Shah, King 
of Beejapoor, who gave him a Jagheer in the Car­
natic, with the command of xo,ooo horfe.

In conlequence of f'oine difpute With his firft 
wife, (the daughter of Jaddoo Roy,) Shah Jee fe- 
parated from her, and married I'oka Baee, by whom 
he had one fon, Ekojee, afterwards King of T a n - 
jore. Shah Jee was killed in 1667 by a fall from 
his horfe in hunting at Badnore, where a fplendid 
roaufoleum was erected to his memory by his friend 
Rundowla Khan, Minifter to the King of Beeja- 
ppor, whofe mtcrcefiion, on a former occafion, faved 
Shah Jee from being buried alive, which punifh- 
ment he had been condemned to fuller by the King 
of Beejapoor.

Shah Jee was fucceeded by his fon Sevajee, who 
difdaining the condition of a fubjeft, revolted, and, 
availing himfelf of the convullxons which at that 
time diflurbed - the kingdom of Kejapoor, became 
independarit. He died on the 5th of April 1680, 
leaving the inheritance of his domains to his fon,

Sambajee,
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N ^ ^ ^ a m b a je e .  -At the period of Sevajee’s ,death, his 

territory extended from near Surat, along the fea 
coaft, to the,vicinity of the Portuguefe it i ft rifts of • 
Goa, and as far inland as the range of hills which 
terminate the Table Land, and form the eaftern 
boundary of the Kokan,

Sambajee, the fecond Raj ah of Sattarah, being 
at Parnala when his lather died, a faction endea­
voured to fecure the fucceffion to Rajah Ram, a ton 
ofSevajee by another wife. But ’Sarnbajee, flip- 
ported by the greateft part of the troops who had 
been the companions of his contcfts with the forces 
of the Emperor of Hindoftari, eftabhihed liis Sove­
reignty, and reigned until the end of June 1689, 
when he was barbarouily murdered by order of the 
Emperor Aurungzebe.

1 0 Sambajee fucceeded his fon Sahojee, whofe 
Miniftcr (the Peilhwalv) Bailajee Biflj’wanaut, 
gamed fiich an afcendancy over the mind of his 
matter, as to perfuade Sahoojee to delegate to him 
the exercife of all authority and power in the State s 
all orders and every detail of Government iffued 
immediately from the Peilhwah, who received from 
the Raj alp the title of Mookh * Perdhaun, or Chief 
Civil Minifter, t his form of Government has fub- 
fifted to the prefen t period, and on the death of 
a 1 eifhwah, his fucceffor is inverted by the Rajah 
oi Sattarah with the erihgns of office. During the 
latter part of Sahojee’s reign, Sahojee ihut himfelt 

~up in Sattarah, and his perfon and government 
were altnoic forgotten. Sahojee married a perfon 
named lara Baee, but having no children by her, 
he adopted his brother Puifojce’s great grandfon, 
Moodajee, Booflah, whofe difpofition, however, was

* The wotr‘i Plusdit is a defig nation csclufively confined to Eramins, and 
was an adjnndl to the family name of the i-'eijfcvahs. The word Veifhwah 
is Tertian, and 19 synonimous with Mook'h. The latter term alone is en«ra- 
telt on the PeilhwaU’s Seal.

4 con-
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6 §Lidered to he fo tyrannical, that Sahojee was 
vumpelled to diffnifs him ; and he therefore fent 
for janojee, the elder brother of Moodajee, who 
was on his way to Sattarah, when Sahojee died in 
*74°> after a reign of fifty years. During, this pe­
riod, the Marhattas, after having overrun and plun­
dered aimed every part of Jlindoftan, excepting' 
Bengal, extended their territories from the Wefterra 
Sea to Orifla, and from Agra to the Carnatic, form­
ing a trad  oi near one thoufand miles long, by feven 
hundred wide, .and including feme of the richeft 
and moft fertile provinces of the peninfula of India.
1 he Capital of the Empire was citablifbed at Satta­
rah, a fortrefs fituated about fifty miles ibuth-eaft of 
Poonah, and near the 1 8 th degree of north latitude.
The defendants of Sevajee'bave fince been dif- 
tinguilhed by the title of the Rajahs of Sattarah.

SEVAJEE, the Founder of the • ' SallOgee Was
M a rlu tta  Empire, luCCCCdod i)V

* -J——  ----J his coufin,
j -  ---------------------------------------------------------- j----------- - R a n i  R a j a h ,

.Samba-ee, Rajah Ram tllC fourth R a-ad Rajah of attempted.to • v r r»
•Sattarah. supplant his J

--- y~~— J saii'h^e^ 1 raN  and l°n
i. Sahojee, 2. Pursnje.e, 3 . Kanojee, but was d e - ^  K -a jd h I^ S IO y

3 d-Rajah of Bnkflii under Sambajee, feated ; ciied who Il3tSEllrGtl- 
.Sattarah, his brother and at Gil'gce , ,
m arried Ta- Sahojee, kd- R aaojee.. in the Car- « y  b e e n  l lQ t l -
ra  Race, who led i t  Delhi. natic. n  , - „ madapted j c°m-
Rain Rajah Vimbajee, j petitOr for

Oudedting I • POWer. With
his father’s j S .t1 1 1 b a jGCj th ®

llic"|ne' j ion of Sevajeo.
*£££? B-am Rajah

BooflUh, 1 ft -4^1 Rajah of WRS alfo the
Rajah of Be- dLdlvhhout ad°P.ted f° «  pf

jffue. Sahojee’s wi­
dow' l i r a  Baee. R ap  Rajah being - a very weak

Prince,
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' - l: jPrince, the Peilhwah Bajee.Rao, the (bn of Balia*

jee Biiliwahnaut, already mentioned, ufurped the 
whole power of his matter. A t that’ time Ragojee : • 
Booflah, the anceftor of the prefent Rajah of Bear, 
was the Bukfhi, or Commander in Chief of the 
Forces, and, as such, held the Province of Berar 
in Jagheer. When Bajee Rao ufurped the autho­
rity of the Rajah of Sattarah, Ragojee Bhooflah 
proceeded to Berar,< and there eftabliihed an' inde- 
pendant government, it appears, however, that 
he continued to acknowledge the fupremacy of 
the Rajah of Sattarah, and the authority of the 
office of Peilhwah, as the civil executive authority 
of the State.

This violent partition of the Empire by its prin­
cipal Minifters, encouraged the usurpation of others, 
l b  that in a few years, the. State, from an abfolute 
Monarchy, (as eftabliihed by Sevajee,) became a 
mere confederacy of Chiefs, the principal of whom 
are the Peilhwah, the Rajah of Berar, .and the fa­
milies of Scindiah, Holkar, and the Guikvvar. There 
are fome Jagheerdars and Chieftains of inferior 
note, to the Southward of Poonah, of whom an 
account will be exhibited at th’e conclufton of the 
Appendix. The family of Scindiah eftabliihed 
themfelves in Malvva and Candeifh, and afterwards 
extended their cpnquefts over a great part of the 
Rajpoot Principalities, and of the northern parts of 
Hindoftan. The largeft part of Guzerat was feized 
by the Guikvvar family, while the Holkar family 
eftabliihed themfelves in thofe parts of the province 
of Malwa which did not belong to the families of 
the Peilhwah and of Scindiah.

Although the Chieftains enumerated in the pre- 
- ceding paragraph, are independant of each other, 

they ail acknowledge the office of Peilhwah to be 
the legitimate executive authority of the Marbatta 
Empire, and admit the fupremacy of the Rajah of

Sattarah.
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"W ^& ttra rab . Since the afccnfion of Bajee Rao, (the 

ip-fit Peithwah,) however, the Rajah of Sattarah has 
never been a party to an}' public a fits or alliances ; 
and foreign States, finding the Peifhwab in poffeffion 
of the executive power and authority of the State, 
have, in all tranfafilions of the Marhatta State, treated 
with hint as the legitimate Head of the Empire.

The defcendants of Sevajee however are ftill 
treated with attention and refpefii, No Peifhwah 
can enter upon the execution of his office without 
receiving a drefs of honour from the Rajah of Sat­
tarah. When the Peifhwah takes the field in per- 
fon, he muff previoufly receive an audience of leave 
from the Rajah of Sattarah. The country in the 
vicinity of Sattarah enjoys an exemption from mili­
tary depredations of all kinds ; and whenever any 
Chief enters this diftrifit, all the enfigns of power 
and command are laid afide, and the nagara, or 
great drum of the Empire, ceafes to beat. Thele 
marks of refpefii alone dirtinguith the condition of 
the nominal Sovereign pf the Marhatta Empire,from 
that of a prifoner of fiate.. 1 he Rajah of Sattarah 
has long been confined, in the fojdreis of that name 
upon a contrafited allowance.

' By the conftitution thus eftablifhed, the exclufive 
right of concluding treaties and engagements with 
foreign powers in the name of the Marhatta Em­
pire, mult be confidered to be inherent in the fu- 
prenre executive authority of the State; and the 
Peifhwah afiting in the name, and under the oflen- 
iible fanfii ion of the nominal Head of the Empire, 
bps undoubtedly a right to conclude treaties which 
fliall be obligatory upon the fubordinate Chieftains 
and Feudatories, without their concurrence, But 
thefe Chieftains have acquired power by the weak- , 
pels of the Peifhwah’s Government, and are in fa fit 
become independant, although they continue to ac,

■ knowledge
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i.ndwledge the Peilhwah as the executive Minlfter 
of State.

They poffefs no acknowledged right however to 
conclude feparate engagements with foreign Hates, 
unlefs the tacit permitnon to make conquefus * 
fnould be thought to confer that right; but even 
in this cafe it inuft alfo be inferred, that they have 
not the right to conclude engagements aftedting the 
Peiihwah’s fupremacy. They are bound to pay al* 
legiance to the Peilhwah, and are, to every intent, 
officers and fubjefts of the Marhatta State, of which 
the Peilhwah is the fupreuie executive authority,

Under tliefe..drcuniftances,' the leaft which can 
be inferred is, that the Peiftvyah has a right to 
conclude engagements with a foreign ftate without 
confuting the Feudatory Chieftains, provided thole 
engagements do not affeft the feparate rights arid 
interefts of fhofc Chieftains. If the canfticuiion of 
the Marhatta Empire, as eftablifhed by Bajce Rab, 
the firft Peiihwah, be referred to as the llandard for 
deciding the queftion, the Peilhwah’S rights may­
be considered even more extenlivc. On the oilier 
hand, in proportion as the Feudatory Chieftains dil* 
claim the fupremacy of the Peiihwah, they have 
Tds right to interfere in any degree in the Peifh- 
■wah’s concerns; and the Peilhwah mufti be conli- 
dered as an independant ftate, at liberty to contract 
with a foreign power any engagements which he 
may deem beneficial to bis own interefts. In both 
talcs, the Feudatory Chieftains can have no pre­
tence to interfere in his arrangements, or to con* 
troul his intercouif.- with toreign itates.

* When the province of MaKva was aflignid to Sotkai' and 
Scindiah lor the payment of their troops, it was ftipulated that, of 
the conqueih which they.might atehiere, oneponiuu finjuld belong, 
to the lYifhwall, and .mother portion to Alolkar airl Sciadiah re- 

1 (peitivtlv.
b The '
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fituation of Berarhowever, with relation 
the Peifhwah, certainly differs from that of the other 
provinces comprehended in the Marhattg. State, T he 
province of Berar formed a part'of the dominion of 
Sattarah under Ram Rajah. That province was 
then afligned to tbeEukfhi, or Commander in Chief 
of the Forces, for the payment of the army. A t 
that period of time Ragojee Bhooflah, the firft. Ra- 

- jah of Berar, held the-office of Buklh-i •, and it does- 
not appear that he’ever chofe to confider himfelf as 
totally iudependant of the Stale of Sattarah. This- 
was dictated partly by policy,.and partly by a dread 
of the fuperior power of the Peiihvvah. Ragojee 

had pretenfions (founded on 
juieojEE bhooslaij, his defeent); to the State of 

tftRajdio -cnt. Sattarah, after the death of
5--------— )■ Ram Rajah, who had no if-

Mwjmj**- fug. The prefervation of his
V -— r - v —r ----- * nominal fubordimtion- to the

.1 , _ _ State of Sattarah favoured the
jah of Berar. eventual aecompluhmcnt or

fhofe pretenfions, but the 
dread of the fuperior power of the Peifhwah pre­
vented their ultimate fueerfs. _ ,

Under thefe circumftances, it cannot be fuppofed 
that the Rajah of Berar confidcred himfelf to be 
fahordinate to the Peifhwah, although it was his 
iutereft to aft with him on important occafions as a 
member of that Empire, of which tire Peifhwah 
was the executive civil authority. On.occafions of 
meeting, between them, the Rajah of Berar,was 
treated) -in confequence of his dciccnt, as a fuperior 
in rank ; and in the capacity of the fii ft conftituent 
Member of the Empire, claimed the right of fending 
to the PeffiiWiih.a dreik of honour on his acceffion 
to office.. i ,

The fame fvflcin has continued until the prefent 
period, - The Rajah: of Berar ftill maintains his pre-

2. " ten lions
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>2-’ifdifions to be Rajah of Sattarah, and a fo r t io r i ,  to 

the office of Peifhwah on the lame grounds as the 
firll Rajah of Berar. On thefe grounds,( the Rajah 
<y{ Berar alfo founds his pretentions to be Confuited 
in the conclufion of an alliance between the Peifh- 
wah and any foreign ftate.

The juftice of thefe pretentions however h a s , 
never been admitted. The Rajah of Berar muft be 
confidered either as the Commander in Chief of the 
Forces of the Empire, or as an independent ftate.

As Commander of the Forces, Ragojee BhoO- 
dah, the firft Rajah, could not claim the right to be 
•confuited by his fovereign, the Rajah of Sattarah, on 
the cmiciufion of foreign alliances-, and the Rajah 
of Sattarah had the power- undoubtedly to conclude 
fuCh alliances without the con fen i. of the Com­
mander in Chief ot his Forces. If the queftion be 
not tried by the original conftitution ot the Mar- 
luttn Empire, (namely that conftitution under which 
the Rajah of Sattarah was the Head of the Empire, 
and Ragojee Rhooflah the Commander in Chief of 
the Forces), it muft be decided by the rights of long 
acknowledged and actual power ; and under that 
view of the calc, the Peiih wah's independence muft 
be admitted equally with chat: of. the Rajah of Berar.
In either cafe, therefore, the right of the Peifhwah to 
contract foreign alliances without the content of 
the Rajah of Be rar cannot be disputed.

In concluding this difeuffion on the nature of the 
conftitution pf the Marhatta Empire, it may be ufe- 
ful to exhibit lome account of the powers who have 
been mentioned in the Notes to which this Paper 
forms an Appendix.

tft. i he Peifhwah. The wifdom and policy of 
Bajee Rao, the firft Peifhwah, firmly eftablilhed 
in his family the power which he had ufurped; and 
accordingly, at his death no oppofition was made to 
the fucceffion to the office of Peilhvvah of his deleft

b 2 fon
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fon Ballajee Bajee Rao, who died in 1761, leaving 
three fops (Biihwas• Kao, who was killed in the 
battle of Panniput in 1762,) Madhoo Rao, and 
Narain Rao. Madhoo -Rao, the fecond fon, ftiex­
ceeded' to the Mufnud of Poonah on his father’s 
death, and dying in November 7772, was fuex­
ceeded by bis brother Narain Rao, who, in Auguft 
.1773, was aiMinated by his paternal uncle Rago- 
naut Rao, better known by the name of Ragobah,
A few months after this event, Narain Rao!s widow 
was delivered of a fon,-who was named Sevajee 
JVladlroo Rao, and who afeended the Mufnud, on 
which he continued until his death, which was oc- 
cafioned, in Oftober 1795, by a fall from The ter­
race of his palace.

On the death of the fecond Madhoo Rao, Chim- 
najee Appa, the younger fon, of Ragobah, was 
railed to the Mufnud, but was afterwards depofed. 
and fticceded by his elder brother Bajee Rao, the 
prefent Pei fhwah, who is the eldeft legitimate fon of 
the late Ragobah. During the reign of the fecond 
Madhoo Rao, Bajee Rao, the prefent Peilliwah, 
and his brother, were confined in the. fort of Ju- . 
neer near Poonah.

After a calamitous reign of fix years, during 
which Bajee Rao, the prefent Pdihwah, was, in the 
firft inftaiice, deprived, by the violence and ambition’ 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, o f  the due exercife of his - 
authority, and kept in a Hate of the utmott degra­
dation and reftrainr, and afterwards *lepofed and 
compelled by JefwuntRao.Holkar, on the 2.5th Oc­
tober, to abandon his capital city of Poonah, and to 
take refuge in the Britith territories} the Pei hwah, by 
the treaty of Baflein, was reftored to the.full enjoy­
ment of his rights and legitimate power on she found­
ation of the fupporcof the Britith Government. The 
treaty of Baflein being exclulively of a defenfive 
nature, impofes no reft faint upon any ft&tfe or

power,
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power, which fhah refpeci the rights and poiTeffiorts 
of the Britilh Government and its allies 3 nor can 
any right or power to interfere in the internal con­
cerns of any of the Marhatta Chieftains., be derived 
from the flipulations of that treaty, beyond the li­
mits of the Peifhwah’sj legitimate authority, to main­
tain which, is equally the duty of his fubje&s, feu­
datories, and allies.

The re full of thefe confiderations. combined with 
an attentive obfervation of the facts and arguments 
flared in the notes to which this paper forms, an 
Appendix; of the conduct of the Britilh Govern­
ment towards the Peilhwah, towards the Nizam, 
and towards all its allies, demonllrates in the molt 
ikisfactory and incontrovertible manner, that in don- 
eluding the Treaty of Baffein with the.Peilhwah, 
the views and intentions of the Britilh Government 
have been juft, amicable, and moderate; that the 
real and legitimate power of the Peilhwah is effec­
tually fecured by this alliance; and that under the 
operation of his engagements with the Britilh Go­
vernment, the Peilhwah may, confidently- expef-t to 
enjoy that tranquillity and fecuvity, accompanied by 
refpeci and honour, which he has never experienced 
tinder the opprefiive influence or his own fubjects, 
fervants, or Feudatory Chieftains, and which he 
never could have attained by the aid of any other 
ftate or power. . "

2(1. .Jefwunt Rao Holkar.
Mulhar Rao Holkar, the founder of this farnilv, 

was an Officer in the ferviee of the. firft Peilhwah 
'Rajee Rao, and was one of the earned; Marhatta 
adventurers in the expeditions to the northward.
H e received, about the year 1736, a portion of the 
province or Malwa in Jagheer 3 and died in 1766 at 
Mulhar Ghur, a G a ll fottrefs in one of his Jagheers, 

'fituated about forty miles from Calpee. Mulhar
Rap
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Hoikar* was fucceeded by his nephew T ucko  

jee Hoikar, who died on the 15th Auguft, 1797, 
leaving two legitimate fans, the eldeft named Cafhy 
Rao, and the younger Mulhar Rao ; and two illegi­
timate fons, Eithojee Hoikar, and the prefent Chief­
tain Jefwunt Rao Hoikar. The capital of the Hoi­
kar territories in Malwa was eftablillied at Indore, 
a city about thirty miles South East of Ougein;
The revenues of the Hoikar family, previous to the 
commencement of the late difturbances in the pro­
vince of Malwa, were eftimated to amount to eighty 
lacks of rupees, or about one Million fterling.

.Some time previously to the death ofTuckojee 
Hoikar, that Chief obtained from the Peiflnvah a 
Rheiautf of inveftiture for his eldeft fon Cafhy Rao 
Hoikar, as legitimate fucceffor to the territorial pof- 
fefiions of the Hoikar family. A Jagheer to the 
annual amount of ten Jacks of Rupees, was however 
fettled on Tuckojee’s younger legitimate fon Mulhar 
Rao, but no provifion was made for the illegitimate 
children, Jefwunt Rao and Eithojee, who were left 
entirely dependant on Cafhy Rao Hoikar.

Soon after the deceafe of TuckojeeTfolkar, in 
1797, difputes arofe between Cafhy Rao and Mul- 
har Rao, the latter claiming an equal divifton of his 
father’s territories with Calhy Rao, and both bro­
thers repaired to the court of Poonah, for the pur—

* The anccRor of .Vhilhar Rao,appears to have been too obfeure 
a per Ton to have excited afty enquiries. Mulhar Rao had one fon; 
named Khmxleh Rao, xvho was killed about the year 1754, at.
Ikcg. ’» a bfttfe againft the Jat Chief Soorooj Mu!. Khundeh 
Rao had at tailed the twenty-eighth year of his age, ai d iiad na 
Ifiiil, hut h-lt a widow mimed Aheela Bate, who died about five 
years ago,'at Cbolea Meyhafur on the north bank of the Nerbudda.
She had a Jagheer allotted to her fupport, yielding an annual reve­
nue of £ leer. lacks of rupees.

t Kit, rut is a drew' of honour, conferred by a faperior on an 
Jpfeiior, on oceaGons of acceffion to office, or as a mark of honour.

poic



(!(§)?; , ' (flT
. ■;,', 

pofe of referring their claims to the deeiiibn o f hl-J 
highnels the Peiihwah,

On their arrival at Poonah, Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
v.'kh a view of ufurping the pofTellions of the family,, 
and, it is (aid, in cordiderntion of a payment of fix 
lacks of rupees, and of Calliy Rao’s renunciation 
of a claim on the late Madhajee Scindiah to the 
extent of fixty lacks of rupees, efpoufed the caufeof 
Cafhy Rao 1 lolkar, and made a Hidden and unex­
pected attack in the month of September 1797, on 
Mulhar Rao, whom he flew with moft of his ad­
herents.

Jefwunt Rao. and Eithoj.ee Holkar had both at­
tached themfelves to the intereft of Mulhar Rao, 
and were at Poonah at the period of Mulhar Rao’s 
cleat!), jefwunt Rao immediately fled to Nagpcre, 
where he remained for fome tim e: Eithbjee lied to 
Calapoor, where he was taken while in the com mil­
lion of .hoflihfies, font to Poonah, and put to death.

The perfon of Jefwunt Rao Holkar, at the in- 
fUncc of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, was alio fecured by 
the Rajah of Berar, but jefwunt.Rao having found 
'means to effect his efcape from Nagpore, fled r|i 
Meyhafnr on the Nerbudda, and affembfed forces,

. with which he gained fcveral advantages again ft 
the troops of Dowlut: Rao Scindiah, who remained 
at Poonah .for the purpofe of carrying into execu­
tion his violent and ambitious fchemes againft the 
Pet.fr, wah’s authority and govern meat,

Dowlut Rap- S ind ah however feizeol the perfbij 
of Khtindeh Rao, the infant ami pofthumous i l n  of 
Mulhar Rao, (born a fliort time after Mulhar Rao’s 
death,: in September _i 797,)- and pretended to go- 
vern the pofiefllons of the Holkar family in the 
name of Cailiy Kao4 whom Scindiah (i'ince 'the 
death' of Mulhar Rao) had kept in a date of depen­
dence. It is probable however that SdrTiah’s prin­
cipal motive in fecurmg the perfon of Khundeh

. Rap-
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' iRao Holkar, was to obtain the entire contronl of,the 

affairs of the Holkar family, to adminifter the go­
vernment of their poiTeffions in the name of the 
family, but. to appropriate the revenues to his own 
ufe.

Both Cadiy Rao and Jefwunt Rao foOn became 
fenffble of the views of Scindiah, and were fo deeply 
rrnpreiTed with the neceffity of preventing their ac­
compli Ihment, that they agreed to reconcile' their 
differences, as the only mean's of keeping the H ol­
kar pofleffions in the family.

A long conteft enfued between Dowlut Rao- 
Scindiah and Jefwunt Rao Holkar, and continued 
until the commencement of the year 1802, when 
Holkar appears to have determined to change his 
plan' of hoftititiesj and to make Poonah the theatre 
of his operations, Cafhy Rao Holkar had at this 
period of time reiolved to maintain a drift neutra­
lity in the difputes between Jefwunt Rao and 
Scindiah, and Jefwunt Rao now afferted that Khun- - 
deh Rao (the fon of Mulhar Rao) was the legiti­
mate head of the Holkar family. Jefwunt Rao ac­
cordingly infilled that Khundeh Rao iliotikl be 
releafed from confinement and acknowledged as 
the head of the family by Scindiah, and that the 
territory of the Holkar family fhould be committed 
to Jefwunt Rao’s management, as Minifter to his 
nephew Khundeh Rao.

Uolkar’s oflcnfible motive in proceeding to Poo- 
liah, was to affert the rights of his nephew, and to 
obtain from the Peifhwah, as legitimate Head of the 
Empire, a clecilion in his favour. But the real views 

, of 1 jolkar appear to have been directed to a more 
important object. The weaknefs of the Peifhwah’s 
government,-and the entire annihilation of his autho­
rity by Scindiah, had left the Peifhwah no means of 
^ppoling Holkar, or of compelling Scindiah to fur- 
iender the per fon of Kk tmdeh Rao into the hands

of
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slk'ar; and Hoikar naturally concluded, that 

the moft fevere blow which he could llrike again!! 
Scindiah’s power, was to deftroy Scindiah’s afcen- 
dancy at Poonah, and to convert the authority of 
the Peifhwah’s name into an uiefulinftriunent for 
his own aggrandizement.

W ith the(l- views, towards the middle of the year 
1802, Jefwunt Rao Holkar proceeded with a large 
force towards Poonah. Scindiah had been com­
pelled (in the month of December 1800, by Hoi- 
kar’s hoftile movements,) to quit Poonah for.the 

' proteftion of his pofieffions in Malwa, and was at 
Ougein when Holkar commenced his march towards 
Poonah. Being fenfible, however, of the danger, to 
which lie was expofed, by llo lkar’s movement to­
wards Poonah, Scindiah detached a force under the 
command of Suddafheo Bhow, which reached the 
vicinity o f  Poonah at the clofe of the month of Sep­
tember, and afterwards effected a junction with the 
troops belonging to the Peilhwah. A general 
aftion enfued on the &s;th Oftober, 1802, in which 
Suddafheo Bhow was entirely defeated, and Jefwunt 
Rao Hoikar became mafier of the city of Poonah, 
and of the Peilhwah’s government. Jefwunt Rao 
Holkar having committed no aft of hoflility 
againft the Britifh Government, has hitherto been 
confidered as a friend. In the courfe of the late 
tranfaftions, Holkar has more than once folicitcd 
the advice and affiftance of the British Government, 
and expreflly intimated a wifli for the mediation of 
the Bririfh Refident at the court of Poonah for the 

■ purpofe of effecting an accommodation with the 
Peilhwah, and of adjufting his demands on Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. Under inftrufHons from the Gover­
nor Genera], Colonel Clofe, the Refident, actually 
endeavoured to perfuade the Peilhwah to„ offer Rich 
conceffions to Hoikar as might induce that Chief­
tain to conipromifo the fubfifting differences; but 
the Peilhwah has hitherto manifefted an infuperable

c averfion
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x^.w*i«veriion to offer any conceffion to Holkar, v/liomlie 

confiders to be a rebel againft the legitimate autho­
rity of the fovereign executive power of the M ar­
ie tta  Empire.

I f  any argument is required to confirm the policy 
of the late engagements which were concluded at 

. Bafiein between the Peilhwah and the Britilh Go­
vernment, it may be found in a confideration of the 
acfual ftate of HolkaSr’s power,, and of the territories 
of the Peifhwah, at the period when the Governor 
General interpofed the power of tile Britifb Go­
vernment for the recovery of the Peiihwah’s juft au­
thority, and for the fecuritv againft the dangers of 
contiguous anarchy and confufion, of the dominions, 
of the Company, and of its allies and dependants, 
particularly thole of the Nizam and the Rajah of 
My fore.

After the power o f the Peilhwah had been anni­
hilated by the fuccefs of Holkar againft the united 
arms of the Peilhwah and. Dowlut Ran Scindiah, it 
could not be expected that his Higbnefs would have 
lx en reftored to the efficient exercife of his autho­
rity, either'by jefwunt Rao Holkar, or by Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah.

The deiign of Holkar to engrofs the whole power 
and authority of the ftate of'Poouah, was demon- 
flnited by his actual ufurpation, and by the project 
which h e , formed, and endeavoured to accompiiib, 
of placing on the Mufiiud of Poonah a new Peifh- 
v tih, or of re fearing Bajee Rao tothe.Mufnud, under 
circurnftances of reftraint, which would -have fe- 
tuired to Holkar the whole military power and civil 
authority of the ftate. It cannot be doubted that 
motive;/ of ambition, and inveterate enmity againft 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, would, in that event, have 
induced Jcfwnnt Rao fiolkar to direct his arms 
againft the pofTc ffipus of Dowlut Rao Scindiah j and 
the acceffion of military power and refources, which 
Holkar would have acquired by the permanent

eftublhh-
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"hment of his authority in the Hate of Poona!), 
probably have enabled him to profecute his 

views of conqueft with fuccefs.
If, on the other hand, the arms of Dowlut Rao 

Scindlah had ultimately triumphed over thofe of 
Holkar, the power and refources of the Hate of 
Poonah, together with thofe of Holkar, would have 
been added to thofe of Scindiah ; and a Rate would 
have been formed in the hands of Scindia, compre­
hending nearly the whole Marhatta-dominion (with 
the exception of Berar), and pofieffing the nominal 
authority of the Peilhwah, and of the Moghul, with 
a confiderable revenue,abundant military refources, 
a powerful artillery, and a numerous army, under 
the djfcipline and command ofFrencb officers.

N o ultimate ifiue of the diftraclions at that time 
exifting in the Marhatta Empire, could therefore 
reafonahly be fuppofed, which would not have-con- 
folidated under one head, a degree of power and 
dominion dangerous to the Brttifh Government, to 
the extent in which the balance of contending in- 
terefts in the M arhatta Empire ffiould have been 
difturbed, and in proportion to the means which a 
power fo confolidated. would poffefs, of eventually- 
co-operating with the Government of France Inhof- 
tile'de'figns againft the Britilh Empire in. India.

T he  convulfions in the M arhatta ftate might pof- • 
fibly have continued forfome time, and might have 
afforded a temporary fecurity to the Britilh -Govern­
ment againft any hoftile deligns on the part of the 
Marhattas, either fingly or united with an European 
power. But the effects o f Rich confufton muft 
fpeedily have extended to the contiguous dominions' 
of our Ally the Nizam, and ultimately to thofe of 
the Company, and would have compelled the Britilh 
Government to engage in the canted.

T he eftablifhment of Holkar’s power at Poonah 
would probably have occaiioned demands on the

C 2 part
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part of that Chieftain upon his Highnefs the Nizam j 
bur, even under a contrary fuppqfiHon, it is demon* 
finable from the date of the country, that Holkar 
.could not long have maintained an -array in tha 
Dekan, without invading the dominions cither of the 
Nizam o r o f  the Company.

The territory around .Poonah, fo a confiderable 
extent, having been entirely defolated by the troops 
of Holkar, that Chieftain would have been com- - 
pelled to invade the territory of the Nizam, or to 
penetrate into the country fituated to the fouthw-ard 
of the river Kiftna, for the fubfiftence of his numer­
ous troops and followers.

The adoption of the latter alternative would have 
retarded, for forne time, the predatory incurfions of 
Holkar’s troops into the territory of the Nizam or of 
the Company ; but when the immediate refources of 
the Peiflnvah’s fouthern provinces fhould have been 
exhaufted, Holkar would have been compelled to 
•draw the means of fubi ft ence for his troops from the 
plunder of the Company’s contiguous territories, on 
the refources of which we rnuft principally have de­
pended for the fupply of our troops in the eontefh, 
which that irruption would have rendered inevi­
table. If, therefore, the Britiih Government had 
not adopted meafures for the reftoration of the Peiih- 
wah’s authority, either the Company's territories, or 
thofe of our ally the Nizam, would have been ex- 
pofed to all the evils of war, while neither the 
Company nor the Nizam under fuel) circum fiances, 
could have pofi'effed the means, which both now- 
command, of averting the war from their own do­
minions, and of accelerating its prosperous conclu­
sion by a vigorous fyftern of attack upon the enemy.

The reftoration of the Peifhwah, therefore, under 
the protection of the lh itifh power, was a meafure 
xndifpenfably requifite for the defence, not only of 
the territories of our allies, but of our own polTef- 

i lions
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x ^ .i^ tfo n s  .bordering the M'arhatta dominions in the pe- 

ninfuia of Ihdia.

3d. Dow!ut Rao Scindiah.
Ranojee Scindiah, the founder of tins family, was 

born at Putteelee near Poonah, and feryed frit under 
a Chief, named Bajee Rao, who commanded the 
body guard of Bajee Rao, the firft Peifhwali, and 
grandfather to the prefent Peifhwah. From this7 
interior Ration, he gradually rofe .n the ftrvice of 
Bajee Rao the .Peifhwah, and afterwards, accom­
panied him in the expedition, which was under­
taken at the clofe of the reign of Rajah Sahoojee 
againft the province of Malwa. This -rovince was 
afterwards divided into three parts, of .which the 
firft was allotted to Bajee Rao, the Peifhwah, the 
fccond to the Rajah of Sattarah, the th in5 to the 
family of' Idolkar. As a reward for the fervices 
which Ranojee Scindiah rendered in the expedition 
againft Malwa, Bajee RaO granted a considerable 

■ portion of the (hares belonging to Iiimfelf and to the 
Rajah 6f Sattarah, to Ranojee , icindiah, v nick grant 
was afterwards confirmed in jagheer to his defeend- 
ants, by the Rajah of Sattarah. On the death of 
Ranojee Scindiah, Madhajee Scindiah, his fifth fon, 
fucceeded to the management of his patrimonial 
inheritance, of which Ougcin was the capital, and 
by a train of fuccefsful operations, was enabled to 
appropriate to hinifejf a coniiderable part of the 
province of Malwa, belonging to the government of 
Poonah, as well as to extend his domains over a 
great part of Hindoftan, and of the Rajpoot Rates ; 
and to obtain pofTeffion of the perfon and nominal 
authority of the Great Moghul, of whom he was the 
oftenfible Minifter.

Madhajee Scindiah died bn  the 12th February 
1794, without male iilue, and was fu'cceeded on tdv 3d 
pi March following, by his nephew and adopted ion,

; Dovdut
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«/ *,<..>ie£^Powkit. Rao Scindiah, whofe violence, rapacity, ' 

and lavvlefs ambi'ion, Rave been the main caiifes of 
the prefe'm war with the confederate Marhatta 
Chieftains.

4th. Ragojee Bhooflah.
The anccftor of the present Rajah of Berar, the 

fir ft Ragojee Bhooflah, died in 1749, and tranf- 
mined his Government * to his fon Janojee, who 
dying in 1772, left bis inheritance to the prefent 
Rajah* the fon of Janojee’s younger brother Mood- 
hajee Bhooflah. This occasioned a contention be- 
tween Janojee’s brothers Sabajee and Moodbajee.
The former claimed the Government in right of 
priority of birth, and the latter as father and guar­
dian of the adopted child. They were accordingly 
engaged in hoftility until the death of Sabajee, who. 
was killed in an engagement with his brother on 
the 517th January 1775. From that period the

■ * R A G O JtE  BHOG8I.AH, the First Rajah of Berar.
--------- ----------------------------- v — *4—  ------- ---— - —  ------- ' j

-r , ( 1.. !
Janojee, Sabajee, Mqodha-
ftcond Ra- billed by jee, third
jah, died bis brother Rajah of jBcmbajee,
without if- Mondha- Berar, who be-
ftte, and a- jee,on 27th w ^ W ------------------- — —  ‘ came Sc.u-
dopted Ra. January j | I bahdar of
gojee, the 1775. Ragojee, Khundo- J Rutttm.
prelmtRa- the prdeat jee, or { poor and
jah. Rajah. Chinnea Mtiruiojee, Surobui-

J Baboo, or Veoka- poor,about
Ptirff.t r, died with- jee Bhoof- the year 
namcdBal- out iffue lah, the 1768, and 
la Rajah, about the prejfint died about
Ion and year 1795, . b'tiubahdar 1788. 
heir to at Nr.g- of t\ uttun- 
Ragojee, poor. poor, has

two font, 
one of 
whom is 
called Ra-
gojee,after *

. . !§> his unde
the prefent 
Rajah,

Government
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.'A^oVcmment of Befar was holden by Mobdhajec 

Bhooflah*, who died at an advanced age on the 
19th May 178s, and was Succeeded by bis fonRa- 
gdjee Biioofiah, the prefenf Rajah of Berar.

The views which" this Chieftain and Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah arc known to have entertained with refpeSt 
to the fupreme authority of the Marhatta S tate ,, 
afford the means of forming a correct judgment of 
the motives tvhich may have rendered chofe Chief- 

- tains defirous of fubverting the Treaty of Baffein, 
although they admitted that Treaty to be eq-uitable 
in it's general principle, and to farnilh additional 
fecuritv for the juft rights of the feudatory Chief­
tains of the Marhatfa Empire, hnd efpecialiy of 
their own.

The whole courfc of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s pro- 
• ceedings fmee his accetfion to the dominions of his 

uncle Maclhajee Scindiah, has manifefted a fyftertiatic. 
defign of eftnblifliing an afcendancy in the Mar- . 
hatta State upon the ruins of the Feilhwah’s autho- 
1 ity.

The Go vern merit and perfon of the R.'ifli wall have 
long been placed under a degrading fubjeefion to 
the oppreffive control and unwarrantable ufurpatioa 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who had remained with a 
numerous army in the vicinity of die Peifhwah’s 
capital for a confident Me period of time.

I  he ulurpation of Scindiah exifted in full force at 
the commencement of the laic War, between the 

.Company and Tippoo Sultaun, and the undue in-

* It appears, lowerer, that Moodhajee Bhodflah, in a!i State 
Papers, joined his ton’s name to his own j  itn<lvthough he didnot 
allow him to uiterfete in buiinefs, yet he treated the youth as the 
heir apparent; Moodhajee. BhooSah was therefore a Regent i.y 
right during his iyn’f minoriif, and probably by ftlfFeranee after­
wards. Ragojee Bhooflah is about forty.feven years of age, and 
lus one fon, I’a'tfojee Bhoolldh, mnty-feVcn years old.

fiuencc
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__mce of Scindiah in the Marhatta -Empire in tb i t
crifis, not only deprived, the Britirti Government of 
every benefit from the nominal alliance, of the 
Peiihwah, at the commencement, and during the 
progrefs of the war, but afforded pofitiVe encou-> 
ragement to the caufe of Tiproo Sultaun, and me­
naced' the Nizam’s dominions previously To. the ex- 
pulfio.n of the French from Hyderabad in Pctober 
1,798, and fubfequentlv in 1799, white the Nizam’s 
contingent , was. actually employed with the Britifli 
army in the common caufe of the triple alliance 
again ft Tippoo Suit aun.

At that time Scindiah was reftrained from the 
aftuai invafion of the Nizam’s dominions, by the 
direfi interpofnion of the Britifli Government, His 
influence, however, and the terror of his violence 
and power, continued to rule the Court of Poonah, 
and to alarm the Court of Hyderabad, until the 
exigency of his affairs in the North of Hindoftao, 
occafioned principally by the fuccefsfol prog refs 
of Jefwunt Rao Holkar’s arms, compelled Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah to retire from Poonah in the year 
j Soo, for the protection of his own territories.

The complete eflabliihment of Holkar’s autho­
rity at Poonah, by. the defeat of Scindiah’s troops 
in  Oflober 1802," required the utmaft exertion of 
Scindiah’s power agaiqft that active and powerful 
enemy.

Had Scindiah fueceeded in fubvertmg the power 
of Holkar, it cannot be doubted that he would have 
taken advantage of that fuccefs, for the complete , 
eflabliihment of his own undue authority in the date 
o f Poonah j he would probably have re-inflated the 
Peiihwah Bajee Raojn his Government, or would 
have raifed another to the Mulnud, to be the pa­
geant of his own power ; or would have ufurped the 
iuprerne miniAerial authority-fin his own name, if the 
difpoiitiott of the other Chieftains of the Marhatta

Empire
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__ >ire' (houjd have encouraged an expectation of
their acquiefcence in that ambitious project.

The uniform tenor of Scindiah’s conduit, the in­
variable principles of Afiatic policy, and'the perfonal 
•character, habits, and difpofition of Dowlut Rap 
Scindiah, preclude the fuppofition that he would 
have abandoned the abfolufe povvVr which he would 
have acquired by the fubverlion of Hrdkar’s usur­
pation, and would have adopted the liberal policy 
of reftoring the exiled Peifhwah to the exercife 
of the eftablilhed executive authority of the Em­
pire.

In the moment of alarm, which fucceeded the fig- 
nal fuccefs of Jefwunt Rao Holkar, Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah folicited the co-operation of the British 
Government, under the pretext of reftoring the 
Peifhwah’s authority. He probably expe&ed, that 
the aid of a detachment of Britiih troops would have 
enfured his fuccefs againft Holkar, without control­
ling, his projedt of reftoring his own undue afeend- 
ancy at Poonah on a more fecure and extenfive bafis.
It now appears that the a Clive and powerful exer­
tions employed by the Britifh Government, at the 
exprefs felicitation of the Peifhwah, for his High- 
nefs’s complete reftoration to the Mufnud of Poo­
nah, were neither deft red nor expected by Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. The aflual reftoration of the Peilh- 
wah to the Government of Poona!), under the exclu- 
five protection of the Britifh power, arid the conclu- 
fion of engagements calculated to fecure to his 
Highnefs the due exercife of his legitimate autho­
rity on a permanent foundation, deprived Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah of every hope of accomplishing the 
objedts of his ambition,' injuftice, and rapacity, fo 
long as the alliance fhould be fuccefsfully main­
tained. .

This ftatement of facls fufficiently explains the 
anxiety of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to effect the lub-

<1 vevftoa
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verfion of an arrangement, the juflice and equity of 
which he was compelled to acknowledge.

The motives which rnuft be fuppofed to have in­
fluenced the Rajah of Berar in combining his power 
with that of Dow]ut Rao Scindiah,, f or the fiibver- 
fion of the alliance concluded between the Britilh 
Government and the Peifhwah, were manifeftly fimi- 
lar to thofe which actuated the condufit of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah.

The Rajah of Berar has always maintained pre­
tentions to the fupreme authority in the Marhatta 
Empire, founded on his affinity to the reigning 
Rajah ofSattarah, and in the courfe of a conference 
with the Native Secretary of the Reftdertt with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the 14th of June 1803, 
diftindtiy avowed thofe pretentions.

< Convinced that the permanency of the defen five 
<i- alliance concluded between the Britifli Government 

and the Peifhwah would preclude all future, oppor- 
d-" tur.it)- of accomplifhing the object of his ambition, 

the Rajah of Berar appears to have been equally 
Concerned with Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the fub« 
verfion of that alliance.

Although the views afcrihed to thofe Chieftains 
were manifeftly incompatible with the aceomplifh- 
ment of their refpe&ive defigns, the removal of an 
obftacle which would effectually preclude the fuc- 
cels of either Chieftain, in obtaining an afcendancy 
at Poonah, conftituted an objedi of common intereft 
to both. It appears alfo to be probable, that thofe 
Chieftains, fenfible that the combination of their 
power afforded the only profpedt of fubverting the 
alliance concluded between the Britilli Government 
and the Peifhwah, agreed to compromife their 
refpeclive and coniradifctory projects, by an arrange- 

- merit for the partition of the whole power and
dominion of the Marhatta State.

But whatever tnay have been the fpecific objects
. of
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Sclndtah and the Rajah of Berar, the operation of 

the Treaty of Baffein was evidently calculated to 
preclude the accomplishment of any ambitious pro- 
je£ts cm the part of thofe Chieftains, and to^canhne 
their power, and authority within the juft limits or 
their refpeftive dominions.

Under this view of the fubjeft, a lufficient caufe 
will be difeovered of the hoftile conduit of thofe 
Chieftains, although no juft ground of complaint 
fhould even have been alledged by them againft the 
Britilh Government, or any defign imputed to us in 
any degree injurious to the fecurity of the acknow­
ledged rights and independance of Dowlut Kao 
Scindiah, or of the Rajah of Berar.

Soul hern Jagkeerdars of the Marhatta Empire,

The fnbordinate Chieftains occupying territory to 
the South of Poonah, may be divided into two 
claffes: Firft, the Rajahs and Hereditary Jagheer- 
dafs and fecond, Officers of the Government of 
Poonah who command troops or forts.

The principal Chieftains of the firft clafs are,
i. The Rajah of Colapore, who is of the fame 

family as the Rajah of Sattarah. AJthough this 
Chieftain, therefore, may have fubmitted to the 
power of the Peifhwah, it would be an inverfion ot 
the principles on which the authority of the Petfh- 
wah reffs, tofuppofe that the Peifhwah could demand 
perfonal allegiance from a branch of the  ̂family of 
which he is the oftenlihle Minifter. On this account 
the Peifhwah addrefles the Rajah of Colapore as a 
fuperior, and treats him as fuch on all occafions of 
form or public ceremony. The Rajah maintains 
1500 horfe, and 3000 peons, and is Hated to enjoy a

d a revenue
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'%evjftttie of between twenty and twenty-five lacks of 
rupees,

«, The Tutwurdun. Family, who are Cohan Bra- 
mins. Gopaul Hurry, the father of the late Purfe- 
r;im Bhow, left feven fons, who are' all deceafed, 
and of whom the four eldeft, (namely, Gopaul Rao, 
Purferam Show, Ragonaut Rao, and Pandrung 
Rao,) left iJfue. The property _ and Jagheers of the 
Tutwurdun family are now divided between the 
fons of thefe four Chiefs, who are, fit 11, Balajee 
Gopaul Rao, the fon of the fecond Gopaul Rao.
As the fenior branch of the family, Ballajee Gopaul 
Rao pofM es Meritch and the neighbouring diftri&s, 
yielding a revenue of about four lacks of rupees; he 
maintains a force of about two hundred np.rfe.and 
one thou land five hundred foot. Second, Appah 
Sahib, the fon of Purferam Bhow, refides at Jtim- 
condah, one of his Jagheers, and enjoys a revenue of 
about four lacks of rupees ; he maintains a fixed 
efiabliibment of live hundred horfe and one thqufand 
foot, and has occaftonally hired other troops tor the 
purpofe of ravaging the country of the Rajah of 
Colapore, with whom he has been at war bnce the 
death of his father Purferam Bhow, who was killed 
in 1799, in an engagement with the Rajah near the 
town of Colapore. Third, Irim buck Rao Rago­
naut Rao relides at Karandwar, the chief town of 
his jagheer, which yields an annual revenue of
about two lacks of rupees. His quota is three hun­
dred horfe ; but he alfo has enlifted, at different 
times, troops to aflfift his coufm Appah Sahib againft 
the Rajah of Colapore. Fourth, Chintanrenee 
Rao Pandrung, fon of Pandrung Rao, has a Jagheer 
yielding four and half lacks ot rupees, and relides 
at Hereepoor ; he maintains a fixed eftablifhment 
offeven hundred cavalry, and four hundred horfe, 
and lately encreafed his cavalry for the purpofe 
of plundering the country of Colapore,

3. T h e
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5. The Raftia Family, who are alfo Cokan Bra- 

mins, and have long poflefled power and reputation 
in the ftate of Poonah. Anund Rao, the father of 
the prefent Chiefs of the family, left five fons, and 
derived great influence from his connexion with 
Nana Furnavefe, (principal Mlntfter under the 
Peifhwah Madhoo Rao the fecond, of the Marhatta 
Empire for near twenty-five years,) who married one 
of Anund Rao’s daughters. The power of the 
Raftia family has, fince the death of Anund Rao, 
been united in the perfon of his elded fon, Madhoo 
Rao Raftia, to whom all the other fons of Anund 
Rao pay implicit obedience. The Putwurdun and 
Raftia families are connected by marriage; they 
have ieveral times been on bad terms iince the death 
of the late Peifhwah Madhoo Rao in 1795, but are 
now friends. Madhoo Rao collects a revenue of 
about twenty lacks of rupees, and refides at Bada- 
mee ; he maintains ,a force of four thoufand horfe, 
and four thoufand peons, and lately hired an addi­
tional force of plundering horfe, whom he employed 
againftthe Rajah ofSholapore, with whom he con- 
llantly carries on a predatory warfare.

^4. Kilhen Rao Appah Datheo, Jagheerdar of 
Nepaunee, has a final) revenue, and maintains only 
three hundred horfe and four hundred peons : he is 
at variance with the Rajah of Colapore.

5. Malajee Gooparah, who holds in Jagheer, the 
towns and diftrifts of Tumba, Indie, and Almil, 
from which he derives a revenue of one lack of 
rupees ; he maintains fix hundred horfe, for which 
he is allowed pay by Government,

6. Purferam Pundit is a Chief of fome confer 
quence ; he poftefles, to the Southward of Poonah, 
®jja.Poor bagawarah, and fome land in the Cokan : 
his revenue is eftimated at ten Jacks of rupees, and 
he maintains a force of three thoufand horle.

7. Pandrung Bauboo Rao poileffes in Jagheer
the

<■ ■’ ■ ’ ■ *■
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town and diftri£lof Baramuttee, and fome adja­

cent villages, from which he derives a revenue fiiffi- 
cient to maintain one thoufand horfe,

8. Jaun Rao Netnalkur, Jagheerdar of Puttun, a 
town near Panderpoor, on the banks of the Bee- 
mah, maintains one thoufand and five hundred 
horfe.

9. Venketerow, Jagheerdar of Nurgoond and 
Ramdroog,has a revenue of one lack and twenty-five 
thoufand rupees, and maintains five hundred peons 
to garrifon his forts: he has obtained fome con- 
fecjuence by the marriage of his daughter to the 
youngefl fon of the late Purferam Bhow, and of his 
fon to the filler of Baupoo Ghoklah ; and the latter 
Chief, in confluence of this connexion, leaves his 
family and property in Nurgoond, whenever he is 
engaged on a difiant expedition.

to . SedafhevaPundit poflefles in Jagheer the fort 
and diftridl of Be^gham, which yields a revenue of 
about forty thoufand rupees : he maintains a force 
of one thoufand horfe and two thoufand peons, 
which is fupported by the revenue of his J agheers to 
the northward of Poonah.

i i .  Dowlut Rao Goorparah, the brother of the 
famous Morari * Rao, of Ghooty, is Jagheerdar of 
the town and diftrift of Gujinderghur, which has 
long been in his family. It was taken by TippoO 
Sultapp in 1786, but recovered in 1792, and reilored 
to this family, whq are highly refpc&ed among the 
Marhattas, notwithftanding they have loft that 
power which they formerly poffefled. Dowlut Rao 
Goorparah has a revenue of about three lacks of 
rupees, and maintains a force of three hundred horfe

* A  perfonof this family arrived in Major-General WeJlefley’s 
camp on the n th  November, for the purpofe of negotiating the 
terms of peace on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, — V id e  
O ffic ia l G a ze tte  in a p p e n d ix  D .

and
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^livssknd three hundred peons, which forth the garrifon 
of the fort of Gujinderghur.

12. Malaferja Dafheo, the Rajah of Khytore, 
poflefles the country of Khytore, which yields a 
revenue of four lacks of rupees: he maintains a 
force of one thoufand horfe and four thoufand peons, 
and is bound to pay an annual peitheuib or tribute 
to the Peifhwah, of iixty or feventy thoufand rupees.

The Chiefs of the fecond clafs are Officers of 
Government, commanding Troops and Garrifons.

1. Bapoo Ghoklan, who is the fon of Dhondiah " 
Punt Ghoklah, a Cohan Bramin, and Commander of 
one hundred horle. of the Pagah or Stable Horfe of 
Government, which accompanied Purferam Show 
to Seringapatam in 1792. Bapoo Ghoklah com­
mands a force of two thoufand horfe, befides Pinda* 
ries, of whom he has at lead one thoufand. He has 
alfo one thoufand infantry, with two or three guns.
The only permanent refources which Bapoo Ghok­
lah has for paying this force, are the revenues of the 
Guduck and Nuwulgund districts, which his father 
feized, and which produce near five lacks of rupees 
per annum. He however derives conliderable re­
fources from the plunder of the country in the vici­
nity of his di drifts.

2. Gunput Rao Paunfeh, Commander of the 
Artillery, is an old and difiinguirtied Officer of the 
Government ot Poonah, and enjoys the dirt rifts of 
Matcovee and Hbongoond (yielding one lack of 
rupees per annum1, as a perfonal Jagheer. Gunput 
Rao has alfo the management of Rann.ee Bednore 
and Hangul, which are the perfonal Jagheers of 
Rapram Choudry, (an Officer in the fervice of the 
Peiihwah,) and which produce an annual revenue 
of about one lack and twenty-five thoufand rupees.-

3 . Bapoojee Wetcel, who attended the Peirti- 
wah to Bafiein, and commands five hundred horfe.

* 4, Bappoo

• /Q & -  ' G° iS x  ' . ■
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4. Bappoo Wettel Seo Deo commands fix hun­

dred horfe; he is not a native of the fouthern pro­
vinces of the Pooriah (late, but entered the fervice 
at the fame time as Gunput Rao Paunfeh.

5. Ball Kifhen Gungadur commands five hundred' 
horfe, and entered the fervice of, the Peifhwah 
at the fame time with Gunput Rao Paunfeh and Seo 
Deo.

6. Bapoojee Rao Scindiah, Killadar of Darwar, 
was placed in charge of that fortrefs, in the year 1794, 
by the late Peiftiwah: he maintains a garrifon of 
eight hundred peons and one hundred and twenty 
horfe5 for the payment of which, and other expenfes 
of the fort, he is allowed the diftricts of Butgerah 
and Mardagy, which yield a revenue of one lack and 
twenty thoufand rupees per annum.

Bapoojee Scindiah lately increafed his troops to 
the number of two thoufand horfe and three thoufand 
peons, to make war on the Rajah of Khytore, who 
has attacked the diftricts committed to his manage­
ment.

7. The town and diftrias of Anagherree and 
Purfaghur belong to Amrut Rao, (adopted fon of 
the late Ragobah, father of the prefent Peiftiwah,) to 
whom they were given by the prefent Peifhwah, 
Bajee Rao, on his amending the Mufnud of Poonah. 
They produce a revenue of fifty thoufand rupees 
per annum, and are managed for Amrut Rao by a 
perfon named Anund Rao Lullee.

In addition to the Chieftains and Jagheerdars 
already enumerated, the Pattan family, v\'ho fo long 
pofiefled the extenfive province of Savanore, (which 
confifled of twenty-two talooks, or diftridts, and 
includes the greateft part of the territory belonging 
to the Marhattas South of the Kiftnah,) require to be 
particularly noticed.

Mujud Khan, the grandfather of the prefent 
Nawaub of Savanore, was attacked* in the. yeas?

; , ' y . 1 . ■
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, by the combined forces of the Peiftrw aQ  I i 
ialabut Jung, the Soubahdar o f the Dekan,

. and was compelled to purchafe - a peace by the 
furrender of eleven talooks (one half of his pof- 
fefltons) to his enemies. He died foon after this 
event, and left his country to his fon Hakeem 
Khan, who contrafted an intimate alliance with 
11ydor Ally Khan, which vVas afterwards cemented 
by feverai intermarriages. Hyder Ally Supported 
Hakeem Khan fb effeflunlly againft the Marhattas* 
that Hakeem Khan recovered alinoft al 1 the talooks 
which he had loft, and continued in a Hate of pro- 
fperity during the .life of Hyder.

The death of the latter Prince in tyBs occafioned 
the ruin of the family of Savanore; they were 
attacked and expelled from their country by Tippoo 
Sultaun, whom they had juftly provoked by joining 
the Marhattas, Hakeem Khan, who had fled to­
wards Poonah, did not long furvive his misfortunes.

4 He left feveral Ions j the eldeftr, Abdul Kheir Khan, 
fefided at Seringapatam, where he had married the 
daughter of Hyder Ally Khan, On the eonclufion 
of the peace of 179a, Savanore came into the pof- 
leffion of the Peifhwah, who provided for Huffain 
Khan, the fecOnd fon of Hakeem Khan, by giving 
him in Jagheer the town and diftridt of Savanore, 
producing about 50,000 rupees per annum.

Tippoo Sultaun being apprized of this arrange­
ment, permitted Abdul Kheir Khan to proceed from 
Seringapatam, for the purpofe of claiming his patri­
mony. On reaching Savanore, Kheir Khan’s young­
er brother (Huffain Khan,) refufed toadmit his right 3 
Kheir Khan therefore went to Poonah, and obtained 
from the JVIlnifter Nana Furnavele,- a decilion in his 
favour, as eldeft fon of Hakeem Khan. N anaF ur- 
navefe granted him a funntid to take poUeftion of 
Savanore, to which he directed Purferam Bhow to 
enforce obedience.

e When
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tered Savanore, Abdul Kheir Khan placed himfelf 
under the protection of the Britiffi army; after the 
death of Dhoondiah, General Weilefley made an 
arrangement to fecure to Kheir Kfian the receipt of 
the revenues of his jagheer; but the diftradted ttate 
of the Province of Savanore, lince that period, not 
only defeated .Major General Wellejdey’s arrange­
ment, but compelled Kheir Khan to retire toSoon- 
dah, where he began to- raiie troops. Being pre­
vented from completing his levies by General W el- 
lefley, he has 11 nee returned to Savanore, where he 
now relkies with his whole family.

Few of the adtual Jagheerdars have any legal 
hereditary right to their prefent poffeffions, which, 
have in general been granted to their anceftors for 
military Ter vice. The Peilhwah’s Government how­
ever has for fome years been too weak to attempt 
the refumption of their grants, or to infill on the 
performance of the conditions of fervice on.which 
they were originally m ade; and the changes of for­
tune which have befallen the different Jagheerdars^ 
have been occafioned more by their, difputes with 
each other, than by any exertion of authority on. the 
part of -the Government of Poonah,. of which they 
are the nominal fervants.

The Officers of Government, who have been in- 
trufted with the command of troops and garrifons, 
have been almoft invariably induced by the weak- 
nefs of the Government of Poonah, by the convul- 
lions which have lb long diflurbed the Marhatta 
Empire, and by the example of others* to endeavour 
to render their authority permanent, and, in fome- 
cafes, hereditary in their own family. The accom- 
plilhmeut of this object has been facilitated by the 
manner in which they are paid by the Govern­
ment of Poonah for their iervices, which is always, 
done by orders upon the revenues of the countries.

2 ia
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m which they are employed. This fyftem gradually 
leads to the complete eftablifliment of their perfonai 
authority, and the fubverfion of that of the Peifh- 
wah.

It is alfo cudomary to affign the revenues of a 
diftritt for a dated periqd to inch Jagheerdars as 
may have incurred an expenfe in the fervice of the 
jPeifhwab, beyond the produce of their jagheers, 
and fuch temporary grants are often permanently 
annexed to their former poffelhons.

The temporary allotment of a country to a Jag- 
heerdar, or the alignment of revenue to an Officer 
of Government for the payment of his troops, ritual­
ly terminates in the independant eftablifhnierit of 
the Jagbeerdar, or Officer in the affigned country, 
or in a ruinous conteft for the recovery o f the rights 
of the State. This fyftem makes every province in 
the Marhatta Empire a fcene of petty warfare, and 
has enabled fubjecls of the State to alTume rights 
to which they have no other claim than that of ufur- 
pation and violence.

 ̂ from  this date ofweaknefs and inefficiency, the 
Government of Poonah may confidently expett to 
be relieved by the operation of the T  reaty of Baffcin, 
which, at the fame time that it entitles the Peifhwah 
to the whole exertion of the Britifh power in the 
event of any emergency which may require the aid 
of the Company for the external defence and pro- 
teffion of his Government and pofieffions, is calcu­
lated to enforce ad tie fubmiffion to his authority with­
in. his immediate dominions, to preferve his terri­
tories from internal anarchy, and to promote the 
happinefs and tranquillity of his lubjedts, and the 
general profperity of his country.

€ a
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A P P E N D I X  C.

Treaty o f BaJJ'ein,

TR E A T Y  of perpetual, and general defensive 
alliance, between the Honourable Englilh 

Raft India Company, and his Highnefs the Peilh- 
wah Bajee Rao, Rogonaut Rad Pundit Pufdhauri 
Bahaudur, his children, heirs, and fucceflbrs, fettled 
by Lieutenant Colonel Barry Clofe, Refident at the 
court of his Highnefs, by virtue of the powers dele- ‘ 
gated to him by his Excellency the Moll Noble Rich­
ard Marquis Wellelley, Knight of the Moftllluftrious 
Order of St. Patrick, one of his Britannic Majefty’s 
Moft Honourable Privy Council, Governor General 
in Council, appointed by the Honourable Court of 
Directors of the faid Honourable Company, to 
direct and controul all their affairs in the Eaft In­
dies.

Whereas, by the blefling of God, the relations 
of peace and friendlhip have uninterruptedly fub- 
■ lifted for a length of time, between the Honourable 
Lnglilh Raft-India' Company, and his Highnefs Rao 
1 undit i. urdhaun Bahaudur, and have been con* 
fumed at different periods, by treaties‘of amity and 
union ; the powers aforefaid adverting to fire com­
plexion of the times, have determined, with a view 
to. the -prefervation of peace and tranquillity, to enter 
into a general defen live alliance, for the complete 
and reciprocal protection of their relptdlive territo­
ries, together with t-hofe of their feverai allies and

depen-



dependants, again ft the unprovoked aggreffirmST 
^ M ^ W u n iu f t  encroachments of all or any enemies what- 

"ever.

A r t ic le  I. The peace, union, and frienclfhip, fo 
long fubfifting between the two States, fhall be pro­
moted and encreafed by this treaty, and fhall be 
perpetual. The friends and enemies of either, fhall 
be the friends and enemies of both ; and the con­
trasting parties agree, that all the former treaties 
and agreements between the two States, now in 
force, and not contrary to the tenor of this engage­
ment, fhall be confirmed by it.

A rt ic le  II. If  any Power or State whatever -fhall 
commit any a£t of unprovoked hoftility or aggref- 
fion, again'! either of the contradting parties, or 
againft their refpe&ive dependants or allies, and, 
after due feprelentation, fhall refufe to enter into 
amicable explanation, or fhall deny the juft fat is fac­
tion or indemnity which the contracting parties fhall 
have required, then the contracting parties will pro­
ceed to concert and profecute fucb further mea- 
fures as the cafe fhall appear to "demand. For, the 
more diftinfft explanation and effect of this agree­
ment, the Governor General in Council, on behalf 
of the Honourable Company, hereby declares, that 
the Britifh Government will never permit any Power 
or State whatever to commit, with impunity, any act 
of unprovoked hoftility or aggreihon againft the 
rights and territories of his Higbnefs. Rao Pundit 
Purdfaun Bahaudur; but will at all times maintain 
and defend the fame, in the fame manner as the 
rights and territories of the Honourable Company 
are now maintained and defended.

A rtic le  III. W ith a view to fulfil this treaty of 
general defence and protection, his Highnefs Rao

Pundit '

33. " . .
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Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur agrees to receive, and 
the Honourable Eaft-India Company to furhiib, a 
permanent fubfidiary force of not Ids than fix thou­
sand regular native infantry, with the ufual propor­
tion of field pieces, and European artillery men 
attached, and with the proper equipment of warlike 
.ftores and ammunition which force is to be accord­
ingly iiationed in perpetuity in his faid Highneis’s 
territories,,

A r t ic le  IV. For the regular payment o f  the 
whole ex pen fe of the faid fubfidiary force, his High- 
nefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur hereby affigns 
and cedes in perpetuity to the Honourable hafi- 
India Company, all the territories- detailed in, the 
fchedule annexed to this treaty.

A r t ic le  V . As it may be found, that certain of 
the territories ceded by the foregoing article to the 
Honourable Company, may be inconvenient from 
their fituation,. his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahaudur, for the purpofe of rendering the boun­
dary line of the Honourable Company’s pofTeflions 
a good and well denned one, agrees, that fuch ex­
changes of talooks or lands fbait be made hereafter, 
on terms of a fair valuation of their refpefitive reve­
nues, as the completion of the faid purppfe may re­
quire: And it is agreed and covenanted, that the 
territories to be affigned and ceded to the Honour­
able. Company by the fourth article, or in confe- 
quence of the exchange flipulated eventually tn this 
article, fhall be fubject to the cxclufive manage­
ment and authority of the faid Company a n d ’of 
their Officers.

A r t ic le  VI. Notwithftandmg the total annual
pcnfe of the fubfidiary force is eftimated at tw en­

ty-five lacks of rupees, his laid Highnefs hath agreed
to
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x to cede, by article IY, lands e if i mated to  yield annu­

ally the furti of twenty-fix lacks of rupees, the addi­
tional lack being intended to meet poffifcle deficien­
cies in the revenues of the; faid lands, and faye the 
Honourable Company from lots.

A rtic le  V II. After the conclufion of this treaty, 
and as foon as the Britifh Refident iliall fignify to his 
Higbnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, that the 
'Honourable Company’s Officers are prepared to take 
charge of the diflritfs ceded by article IV, his High- 
nefs will immediately iffue the neccffiary pufwan- 
nahs or orders to his Officers to deliver overcharge 
of the fame to the Officers of the Honourable Com ­
pany ; arid it is hereby agreed and ftipulated, that 
all colleflions made by his Higbnefs’s Officers, fub- 
fequently to the date of this treaty, and before the 
Officers of the Honourable Company fhatl have 
taken charge of the laid diftridfs, ftafl be carded to 
the credit of the Honourable Company; and all 
claims to balances from the faid diftricts, referring 
to periods antecedent to the conclufion of this treaty, 
flu. 11 be confidered as null and void.

A rtic le  VIII. All forts fituated within the dif- 
tricis to be ceded as afore faid, ffiall be delivered to 
the Officers of the Honourable Company with the 
faid difhicls : And his Higbnefs Rao Pundit Purd­
haun Bahaudur engages, that the faid forts ffiall be 
delivered to the Honourable Company without bit­
ing injured or damaged, and with tin ir ordinary 
equipment of ordnance,-.(tore's; and provifions.

A rtic le  IX, Grain and all other articles of con- 
fumption, and provifions, and all forts of materials 
for wearing apparel; together with the neccffiary 
numbers of cattle, horles, and camels, required for 
the ulc of the fubfidiary force, ffiall be-entirety ex­

empted
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empfed from duties; and the Commanding Officer, 
and Officers of the faid fubfidiary force, fha.Il be 
treated in all ref;,cits in a manner luitable to the 
dignity and greacnefs of both States: the fubfidiary 
force will at all times be ready to execute Cervices 
of importance, fitch as: the protection of the perfon 
of his Highnefs, his heirs and fucceffors; the over­
awing and chaftifement of rebels, or exciters of 
difturbance in iris Highnefs’s dominions, and due 
correction of his fuhjedts or dependants, who may 
withhold payment of" the Sircars’ juft claims; but it 
is not to be employed on trifling occafions, nor like 
Sebundy to be Rationed in the country to collect the 
revenues, nor againft any of the principal branches 
of the Marhatta Empire, nor in levying contribu­
tions from Marhatta dependants in the manner of 
Moolkgeery.

A r t ic le  X .  Whereas much inconvenience has 
arifen from certain claims and demands of the 
Marhatta State, affe&ting the city of Surat, it is 
agreed, that a juft calculation fhall be made of the 
value o f the faid claims by hisHighnefs Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahaudur and the Government of Bom­
bay ; and in confequence of the intimate friend- 
lhip now eftablifhed between the contracting par­
ties, big Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, 
agrees for himfelf, his heirs and fucceffors, to re~ 
linquifli for ever, all the rights, claims, and privi­
leges of the Marhatta State, affefling the laid city 
of Surat; and all collections on that account (hall 
ceafe and determine- from the day on which this 
treaty fhall be concluded; in confideration of which 
act of friendship, the Honourable Eaft India Com­
pany agrees, that a piece of land, yielding a fum 
equal to the eftimated value of the faid claims of 
the Marhatta State,, fhall be deducted from the 
diftricts ceded by Article IV ; and on the fame

f principle,
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nefs further agrees, that the amount of the .collec­
tions made for the Poonah State, under the title of 
ISogabundy, in the Furgunnahs of Chouraffy and 
Cbickley, fhall he afeertained by-an,.average taken 
from the:receipts ot a certain number of years, or 
by fuch 'other mode of calculation. as may be de­
termined on; and his faid Highnefs doth further 
agree, for himfelf, his heirs and fucceffors,- to re- 
lir.quilh for ever the ]\ ogabundy coiledlions afore- 
faid, and  they lhatl-accordingly ceafe. from the con* 
cluiion of this treaty; and it is agreed and ftipu- 
lated, that a piece ot land, yielding, a fum equal to 
the amount of the faid Nogabundy colleftions, fhall 
be deducted from the diftricts ceded by Article IV, 
in the .fame manner as fiipuiated in regard to the. 
Choute of Surat.

A rtic le  % J. Whereas it ..has been ufual for his 
Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Balmudur to enlift, 
and retain in his fervice, Europeans of different 
countries, his faid llighnefs, hereby agrees and Iti- 
■palates, that in the event of war breaking out be­
tween the Englifit and any European nation,-and of 
difeovery being made that any European, or Euro­
peans in his fervice, belonging to fuch national war 

-with the Eyigliih, ftiSfl have meditated injury to­
wards the Euglifh, or have entered into intrigues 
hoftile to theii interefls, fuch European, or Euro­
peans fo offending, fhall be difeharged by his.laid 
llighnefs, arid not luffered to refide in his domi­
nions.

s ir  tid e  XII. Iiiafmuch as by the prefect treaty, 
the contracting parties are botlud in a general de- 
feidiv\ alliance for mutual defence and protection 
againtl all enemies, his llighnefs Rao Pundit Purd- 
bauu Uahaudur confequently engages, never to

commit
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•ins Highnefs the Nabob Afoph Jah IhrhHidur, or 
any of the Honourable Company’s allies or depend­
ants, or again ft any of the principal branches of the 
Marhatta Empire, or again!! any power whatever ; 
and in the event of differences arifing, whatever ad­
justment the Company’s Government, weighing 
matters in th i fcale of truth and juftice, may deter­
mine, iliall meet with full approbation and ac- 
■quiefcence.

A > th lt - x m .  And whereas certain differences 
referring to pad tranfadians, are known to fubftft 
between the Sircar of his Highnefs Rao Pundit 
Purdbaun Bahaudur, and the Sircar of his Highnefs 
the Nabob Afoph jah  Bahaudur; and whereas an 
amicable adjuftment of thofe differences mud be 
highly defirable for the welfare and benefit of both 
the fa id Sircars, his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdfiaun 
Bahaudur, with a view to the above end, agrees, 
and accordingly binds himfelf, his heirs an d ’ fuc- 
ceffors, to fulfil and conform to the ftipulatidtis of 
the treaty of Mhar; and Iris Highnefs Rao Pundit 
Purdbaun Bahaudur , further agrees, that on the 
bafis of the fulfilment of the faid treaty of Mhar, , 
and of the claim of his Highnefs the Nabob Afoph 
Jah Bahaudur to be totally exempted from the 
payment of Choute, the Honourable Company’s 
Government iliall be entitled to arbitrate and de­
termine all fuch points as may be in doubt or dif­
ference between the Sircars of their HighnelTes 
aforementioned: And his Highnefs Rao Pundit 
Purdbaun Bahaudur further agrees, that in the 
event of.any differences ariiing between his Govern­
ment and that of his Highnefs the Nabob A foph,
Jah Bahaudur, at any future period, the particulars 
of fuch differences fhall be communicated to the 
Honourable Eaft India Company, before any adt of

Vi hoitili ty
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faid honourable Company interpofing their media­
tion in a way fui table to reftitude, friendfhip and 
union, and mindful ofjuftiee and efkbiithed ufage, 
fhall apply thernfelves to the adjuftment of ail fuch 
differences conformably to propriety and truth, and 
fhall bring the parties to a right underfbmding: 
And it is further agreed, that whatever adjuftment 
of any fuch differences the Company’s Govern­
ment, weighing things in the fcale of truth and 
juftice, fhall determine, that determination fhall, 
without hefitation or objection, meet with the'full 
approbation and acquiefcence of both parties. It 
is, however, agreed, that this ftipulation fhall not 
prevent any amicable negotiations which the Ho­
nourable Company, and the Courts of Poonah 
and Hyderabad refpefilivelv may be defirous of 
opening, provided no fuch negoeiation fhall be 
carried on between any of the three parties without 
full communication thereof to each other.

A rtic le  XI V". Whereas a treaty of friendfhip and 
alliance has been concluded between the Honour­
able Company, and Rajah Anund Rao Guikwar 
Bahaudurj and whereas the faid treaty, was medW 
ated and executed without any intention that it 
ihould infringe any of the juft rights’or claims of his 
Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur affetling 
the -Sircar of the laid Rajah ; his faid Highnefs ad­
verting thereto, and ■ alfo to the intimate alliance 
now eftabiifhed between the contracting parties, 
doth hereby formally acknowledge the extftence of 
the faid treaty between the Honourable Company 
and Rajah Anuhd Rao Guikwar Bahaudur, and 
in as much as by reafon of certain unnnifhed tran- 
fadions, the conclufion of which has been fufpended 
from time to time, various demands and papers of 
accounts are found to fubfift between the Govern- 

• meat
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TTt^Trnent of his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaim Ba-

haudur, and the Sircar of the Rajah aforemention­
ed: his (aid Highnefs placing lull reliance on the 
impartiality, truth, and juftice of the British Go­
vernment,'doth hereby agree, that the faid Govern­
ment flndl examine into, and finally adjuft the faid 
demands and papers of accounts ; and his faid High­
nefs further ftipulates, and binds himfelf, his heirs 
and fucceffors, to abide by Rich adjuftment as the 
Britifli Government (hall accordingly determine.

J r t ic le  XV. The contracting parties will employ 
all practicable means of conciliation to prevent the 
calamity of war, and for that purpofe will at all 
times be ready to enter into armcabie explanations 
with other States, and to cultivate and improve the 
general relations of peace and amity with alt the 
Powers ©f India, according to the true fpirit and 
tenor of this defenfive treaty. But if a war should 
unfortunately break out between the contracting 
parties and any other Power whatever, then his 
Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur engages, 
that with the referve of two battalions of Sepoys, 
which are to remain near his Highnefs’s perfon, the 
refidue of the Britifli fubfidiary force, confiding of 
four battalions of Sepoys, with their artillery, joined 
by fix thoufand infantry and ten thoufand horfe, of 
his Highnefs’s own troops, and making together an 
army of ten thoufand infantry and ten thoufand ca­
valry, with the requifite train of artillery, and war­
like (lores of every kind, (hall be immediately put in 
motion for the purpofe of oppofmg the enemy ; and. 
his Highnefs likewife engages to employ every fur­
ther effort in his power, for the purpofe of bring­
ing into the field, as fpeedily as poffible, the whole 
force which he may be able to fupply from his do­
minions, with a view to the effectual profecution 
and fpeedy termination of the faid war. The H o­

nourable
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Vsg, l^jlotirable Company,- in the fame manner engage, 

on their parts, in- this cafe, to employ in active 
operations againft the enemy, the larged: force which 
they may he able to iurnith over and above the faid 
fublidiary force.

A rtic le  XVI. Whenever war fhall appear pro­
bable, his Highnefs Rao -Pundit Purdbaun Bartau- 
dur engages to collect as many Runjaries as pofli- 
ble, and to ftore as much grain as may be praftica- 
ble in his frontier garrifons.

A rtic le  XVIL As by the prefent treaty, the 
Union and friendfhip of the two States are fo firmly 
cemented, tiiat they may be eoniidered as one and 
the fame, his Highnefe Rao Pundit Purribaun Ba~ 
haudur engages, neither to commence nor to pur- 
fu? in future any negotiations with.any other Power 
whatever, without giving previous notice, and en. 
tc-ring into .mutual confultation with the Honour­
able Baft India Company’s Government: And the 
Honourable Company’s Government on their parts 
hereby declare, that they have no manner of con­
cern with any of his HighndVs children, relations, 
fubjects, or fervantsj with refpelfil to whom hi« 
Highnefs is abfolulc.

A rtic le  XVIII. In as much as by the prefent 
treaty, of general defenfive alliance, the ties of 
union are, with the bleffing of GoJ, fo clofely 
drawn, that the interests 6f the two States are be­
come identified ; it is further mutually agreed, that 
if ditturbances fhall at any time break out in the 
dtftricfs ceded to the Honourable Company by this 
agreement, his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdliaun 
Bahaudur fhall permit fuch a proportion of the fub- 
Jidiary troops as may be requisite to be employed 
in quelling the fame within the. laid districts, if

dilhur-
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’■ Afifturbanccs (hall at any time break out in any part 
of bis Highnefs’s dominions contiguous to the 
Company’s frontier, to which it might be incon­
venient to detach any proportion of the fublidiaiy 
force, the' Britifh Government, in like manner, if 
required by his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhauti 
Bahaudur, iliall direct fueh proportion of the troops 
of the Company as may be molt conveniently fta*
Boned for the purpofe, to affift in quelling the fail 
difturbances within his Highnefs’s dominions.

A rtic le  XIX. It is finally declared, that this 
treaty, which, according, to the foregoing articles, 
is meant for the fupport and credit of his fail 
Highnefs’s Government, and to preferve ft from 
lofs and decline, Iliall laft as dong as the sun and 
moon dial] endure-

Signed, Sealed, and E x c h a n g e d a t  
ila jfe in , the 31f t  o f  December,
A . I). 1802, or the $ th  o f  
Ram zaun, //. H . 1217.

/ T h e  Seal of \  /’ the PeiihwahV.

i Pundit Purdhaun̂ l y^S ignature^ J
A  TRUE Copy, .

(Signed) E CLOSE,
pe fu len t at Pocnab.

A t r u e  C o p y ,

(Signed) M, WILKS, Private'Secret*y.
SCHE-
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SCHEDULE of tlie Territories ceded, in perpe- 

tuity by his Highnefs JBajee Rao Rogonaut 
Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, to the Honourable 
Engliih Eaft India Company Bahaudur, agree­
ably to the fourth Article of the annexed Treaty.,

F ir /} , From the Province of Guzerat, and Ter­
ritories South thereof:

Dundooka, together with 
Choora Ranapore and 
Gogo, - - 1,05,000

Cambay Choute and Nagpoor 60,000

South of the Taptee.
Purnair, - - :27,00a
Bootar, - 6,200
Buwanny, - - 8,800
Bulrur, - " ,  - 85,000
Panhole, - 107,000
Soopa, - - 51,000
Sarbaun, - - 30,000
Wall ore, - 30,000
Bamdookulba, - - 7,900
Waunfda Choute, - 7,000
Durumpoory Choute, -  9,000
Surat Choute, - - 42,100
Cuftoms, - - 83,000

Between the Nerbudda and Taptee.
Oolpar, - - 3.16,000
Han food, - r 85,000
Oclifeer, - - 78,000
Nundavy, - - 65,000

Total South of the Taptee, 
and between the Taptee 
and Nerbudda, - 10,38,020

Deduced
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du&ed 20 per cent on ac­
count of decreafe of R e­
venue, - - 2,07,600

-— --------8,30,400
Nakabundy of Chotirafly and

Chickiey, - ao,ooo
Phoojpara, Coomaria, Cattu- 

gaurn, - * 5,000
-■ —— - — *— 25,000

Second, From the Territories neur the Toom* 
budra. ; '

Savarioor twenty-fix Talooks, 10,22,838 
From Bankapoor, - - 5,56,762

------- ---- 15,79,600

Grand TotaJ, 26,00,000

Signed, Sealed, and Exchanged, at 
BsJJ'ein,  the 3 I f  o f December,
A . D .  1 802, or the $:h of
Ramzaun, J .  H ,  1 2 1 7 .

f  The Seal of /T h e  Feifhwalk’s

Pundit Purdhaur.. j ^  Signature,

•  k a ^ m fS :  ' I f f k

A  t r u e  C o p y ,

(Signed) B. CLOSE,
R e f  dent at Poonah.

A t r u e  C o p y ,

(Signed) M. WILKS, P r iv a te  Secretary,

g
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CALCUTTA GAZETTES EXTRAORDINARY.

Fort IVHiiam, sluguft 29, 1803.
A U TH E N T IC  intelligence has been received 

' at Fort William, of the fuccefsful commence­
ment of operat ions againft DowlutRao Scindtalu by 
the forces under the cor. rnand of Major General 
Wellefley. On the 8th inlfant, the large fortified 
Pettah of Ahmednuggur was carried by efcalade 
with the ctmoft gallantry and rapidity. This ope­
ration was effedied immediately upon the arrival of 
the army on its ground before Ahmednuggur, by 
the advanced picquets, reinforced by the flank 
companies of his Majefty’s 7/ffi and 78th regi­
ments,. and the ift battalion of the 3d Madras re­
giment native infantry, under die command of Lieu­
tenant Colonel Harnefs, the Field Officer of the 
day.

The official advices of this fuccefs have not 
reached Fort William ; but it appears by the Intel­
ligence received, that tire lofs fuftained on the oc- 
cafion by the liritilh tr<>ops*amounted..to

i  -i . e § H'
r- O ; Ad • -1 p{£. '•£> g to

■_____________ L_ ____ I_k  r.: ■v____ _____
FiiiSii, i» ' | 1 o 0 j it 14. ,
Woaiy. d o j 1 i , j

The names of ti c Officers hated to have been • 
killed in the affault, arc Captains Grant ami Hum-, 
berftone, and Lieutenant Aildeffon, of his MajeUv’s 
78th regiment.

Lieutenant
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Vi^ .- i^ eu te n a n t Wilfon, of his Majefty’s 74th regi­

ment, and Lieutenant Pk'nderleat'h, o f  the 1 ft bat- 
triiori 3d Madras regiment native infantry, are 
ftated to have been wounded.

Published by command of his Excellency,
1  he Moft Noble the Governor General in Council,

J .  L u m s d e n , C h ie f Sec to the G o v t

F o rt IV iU iam , A tm ij i 31, 1803.
A U T H E N  [ 1C intelligence Has been received at 

Fort William, of the capitulation of the important 
Fortrefs of Ahmednuggur to the forces under the 
command of Major General Welle ficy.

The fortified Pettah haying been taken by efoa- 
lade on the 8th in (fan t, batteries were opened on 
the night of the 9U1 again!! the Fort. *

O n  the loth the Killedar of the Fort requeued per- 
miffion to fend an Officer to confer with Major Gene­
ral VVellefley, and deli red at the fame time, that tne ■ 1
fire from the batteries might coale. Major General 
Welleflev agreed to receive an Officer from the Fort, 
but refufed to interrupt the fire, of the batteries.

On the 11.th the Fortrefs capitulated.
1 he teims of the capitulation are, that the yarn"* 

fon fhould march out on the 12th at noon wit h°t heir 
arms, and that all private property fhould be faved 
to the inhabitants.

Boll ages had been delivered into the hands of 
Major General WeJIeOey. to be detained until the 
evacuation of the Fortrefs ihould a&ually be com­
pleted; and all operations againft the-Fort had 
ceafed, on the. n th  irritant.

.No account lias been received of any lofs fufi. 
tained by the Britilh troops under the command of 
Major General Wellefley fince the 8th iuflant.

 ̂ ublifhed by command of bis Excellency, 
l  he Moll Noble thd Governor General in Council,

J . l.rMSDKx, C h ie f Sec, to the G ov t 
S  2  Fort
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F o r t  W ill ia m , S e p tem b er  8, 1803.

HIS Excellency the Moil: Noble the Governor 
General has received a difpatch from the Honour­
able Major General Wellefley, of which the follow­
ing extradf is publifhed for general information - 

MYLORD, Camp at Ahnudnuggur, Augujl l 2, ■ 803,
The weather cleared up fo much on the.7th in- 

ftant, as to allow me to march to this place on the 
8th; I had in the morning difpatched a mefTenger 
to the Killedar of Ahmednuggur, to require him to 
furrender his Fort; and, on my arrival in the neigh­
bourhood of the Pettah, I offered cowle to the in­
habitants. This was refufed, as the Pettah was 
held by a body of Arabs, who were fupported by 
a battalion of Scindiah’s regular infantry, and a 
body of horfe encamped in an open fpaee between 
the Pettah and the Fort.

I immediately attacked the Pettah with the pic- 
quets of the infantry reinforced by the flank com­
panies of the 78th regiment, under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Harnefs; in another place 
with the 74th regiment, and firft of the 8th, under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Wallace ; and 
in a third with the flank companies of the 74th,■■'and. 
the firft battalion 3d regiment, under the command 
of Captain Vefey. T he Pettah wall was very lofty, 
and defended by towers, and had no rampart, fo 
that when the troops had afcended to the attack, 
they had no ground on which they could (land and 
the Arabs who occupied the towers, defended their 
port with their utual obftinacy. A t length they 
were obliged to quit the wall, and fled to the houfes, 
from which they continued a defiruftive fire upon 
the troops. Scindiah’s regular infantry alfo attacked 
our troops after they had entered the Pettah. In a 
fttort time, however, after a brilk and gallant can­
ted, we were completely matters o f if; but with 
the lo& ot fame brave Officers and faldiers, as your

Excellency
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enemy’s lofs was, from the nature of the conteft, ne- 
ceflarilv much greater than ours; and on the night 
of the 8th, all that part of their force, which was 
not required for the defence of the Fort, went off to 
the Northward ; including all the Arabs, who fuf- 
vived the conteft in the Pettah, excepting a fmall 
number who attended one of their wounded Chiefs 
who could not be removed farther than the Fort,

On the 9th I reconnoitred the ground in the 
neighbourhood of the Fort, and on that evening 
Lieutenant Colonel Wallace, with five companies 
of the 74th regiment, and the 2d battalion 12th re­
giment, feized a pofition within four hundred yards 
of it, on which, in the courfe of that night, a battery 
was constructed for four guns, to take off the defences 
on the fide on which I propofed to make the attack. 
This opened at day-light on the 10th 5 and it was 
ib advantageously placed, and fired with fuch ef­
fect, as to induce the Ivilledar to defire th a t! Should 
eeafe firing, in order that he might fend a perfonjto 
treat for his furrender. In my anfwer I told him, 
that l Should not ceafe firing till I lhould have 
taken the Fort, or he Should have furrendered i t ; 
but that I Should liifon to whatever he was deiirou9 
to communicate.

Yefterday morning he Sent out two Vakeels to 
propofe to furrender the Fort, on condition that he 
Should be.allowed to depart with his garrifon, and 
that he lhould have his private property.

Although t confented to this propofal, it was five 
in the evening before the hoftages arrived in camp, 
without whole pu-ferice I refofed to flop the sire 
from the British batteries. According to his en­
gagement, however, the Killedar marched out of the 
Fort this morning, with a garrifon coniifting of 
1400 men, and the troops under my command took 
poffeilion of it.

Iff
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In this manner has this Fort fallen into oiir hands: 

our lofs fince the 8th has been trifling, which 1 at­
tribute much to the fpirit with which our attacks, on 
that day were carried on.

I have to draw your Excellency’s notice towards 
the conduct of the troops, particularly on that oc- 
Cafion, and towards Lieutenant Colonels Hamel's, 
Wallace, and Maxwell, who commanded in the 
trenches, Captain Beauman commanding the Ar­
tillery, Captain Johnfon of the Engineers, and 
Captain Heitland of the Pioneers, in the thort fub- 
fequent liege.

Your Excellency mull be well acquainted with 
the advantageous fituation of the Fort of Ahmed- 
nuggur on the frontier of his Highnefs the Nizam, 
covering Poonah, and as an important point of fup- 
port to all our future operations to the northward.
It is confidereH in this country as one of its ftrong- 
eft Forts; and excepting Vellore in the Carnatic, is 
the ftrongeft country Fort that I have feen. It fs 
ip excellent repair, excepting in the part expofed 
to the fire of the Britilh troops.

I fliall hereafter have the honour of tranfnntting 
to your Excellency an account of tjae ordnance*
IJorcs, and grain, which it. contains.

I have the honour to be, my Lord,
With the greateft refpefit,

Your Excellency’s-moft obedient 
And faithful humble Seryant,

(Signed) A RTH U R WELLESLEY.

Return
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\. \ T S jtf'y vJ  *?* Kihed and iVcunded o f bis M a j e s t y ’ s and the HonouraiU C o m p a n y ’ s Troops, ccmpcftng d  DetacbmencrS  I  , 
the G* and Army, under t ■. Command t f  Major-General the Hfnouyutik A .  Vv e l  Li-.si-i.Y, in the A jjlult J

Cic? o f Abmedmggur,  e« //A Auguft, i 8 ca  . a,A on the.qtb, 10 tb, and n th ,  during the- Siege of the Fort of 
ur* ■ J J

- ’ “* I ~~~ KILL EG! j~". WOUNDEp T......1.... ‘^ f
\ Euro-pear’s. __Natives. • huropt^tn. ; SSatipues.

\ A. \ • V ! j I .
CAMP AT AHMEDNUGGUR, lAuguft 12, 1803. J  | ..$ g  - A  e ;| t ^ s j U[g

.3 g i " £  S 3 ! . 2  S  fi i  .§ g “ E 3 n\ £ a j*  "  S A  «
S i j p s  |i# a.s> a |4J S-s a?Jf
t . s T f ? e  ^  f p «  e |  & - I f § f 2  £ s - r : e s  §___ _________________________________________ _ u “ f  * ° ~ \u> Ais ^ {j a:! A AS r-a  ^  -m

fH.n Majeily’s loth Dragoon- - . j t A
| Hon. Company’s 5th Regiment Native Cavalry j 1 ! '
! His M aje/y’s 74th Regiment - 1 . ij X ' io

&h Auyuil, 1S03. ; HisMH. .tv’s 78th Regiment - 2 1  i toj 2 x 39 ]
On ti;e allaait of the city of A lW  bathe  Infantry - j ; : 1 1

medr.ugs.ur. “ m  Battalion 3d Regiment Native Infantry -  1 -1 5 { I 1 %\ 1
til Battalion bill Regiment Native Infantry - | 2 j j■ - 2 7
2xi Battalion 12th Uetnmeilt Native Infantry - j j 5
id Bartahoft-iSth Regiment Native Infantry - j 1 j 2 1

L lit Battalion Pioneers -  -  -  - - i j 9‘ Artillery - - -  - -  - -  - - r 6' t
9th, 10th* and 1 ith  Auuuft. Hss Mujefty’s 741b Regiment - j - 2 ■
UuAng the Sieger-of the Fori or.< f  Regiment Native Infantry J 1

Abincdauggur. ill Battuhan-Sth Regiment Native Intamry - ; I
2d Battalion I2tli Regiment Native Infantry - j . 1 2 N

pPioneeis lit Battalion - - - - - j « t  3

___ . ■•-_______ - _ Total 2 2 f ij t 12) _ 1 1 10__ 2 1 ^8 1 < 7 3 !

.■ fit*  ■ °“5 x  ' ' t

_  e
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'Captain Grant, 78th. regiment.
^  _ Captain Humberftohe, 78th ditto.

‘ ' ’ lieutenant Anderfon, 78th ditto.
I.ieut. Plenderleath, 1 ft bat. "dreg. N. 1. 

‘Wounded $ Lieutenant Wi}fan, 74th regiment.
I Lieutenant Larkins, 78th ditto.

(Signed) R. BARCLAY,
D spy. A d jt .  Gen. in  M y jo re ,

Publifbed by command of bis Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General 
tn Council.

J. L umsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt,

G eneral Orders, l y  his Excellency the M qJ I Noble the
G overnor General in  Council.
, Fort William , Septem ber, 8 , 1803.

T H E  Governor General in Council having re* 
ceived from Major General the Honourable Arthur 
Welleflev, the official account of the reduction of 
the important fort refs of Ahmedriuggnr, by the 
forces under the command of that Officer, is pleafed 
to fignify the high approbation with which his 
Excellency in Council has oblerved the judgment, 
promptitude, and fkill, manifefted by Major Gene­
ral Welleflev, in . dirccling the operations of the 
forces under his command, on that critical oc- 
cafion.

His Excellency in Council is pleafed to direff 
M ajor C eneral Welleflev to notify to-the Officers 
and troops under his command, that the Governor 
General in Council has derived the moft cordial 
fatutaclioh, from the diftinguifb'ed alacrity, gal­
lantry, and fpirit, which they difplayed in the 
attack upon the Pet tab,- and in the fubfequent 
f/i go of the fort of Ahmednuggur; and the Gover­
nor General in Council las remarked, with par- 

4 ticular

■ ■ i j - : " . '; Y. \ / : % b N l c
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^--VtSjicular approbation, the conduiT of Lieutenant 

Colonels Harnefs, Wallace, and Maxwell of Cap­
tain Beauman, of the Artillery-, of Captain John- 
ion, et the Engineers i and of Captain Heitland, of 
the Pioneers.

The Governor General in Council deeply la­
ments the lofs-of Captains Grant and Humberftone, 
of Lieutenants Anderfon and Plenderleath ; and of 
the brave foldiers who fell jn the fuccefsful conteft 
of the 8th of Auguif. The memory of thofe gal­
lant Officers and foldiers, who have fallen with 
honour in the public fervice, will be regarded with 
afre£ti°n and refpeft, by their Sovereign and their 
Country. «
By command of his Excellency the 

Mott Noble the Governor General 
in Council.

L. H o o k , Sec. to the Govt. Mil. Dept,

A Difpateb, of which the following is an Extraff, 
has been received this Day, by his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General, from his 
Excellency the Commander in Chief.

To his. Excellency the Moft Noble M arojus 
eelesley, Governor General, &c. &c. &c.

S^ort W illiam , Septeinbtr 8 , 1803,
M T L O R D ,  . .

t I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordfhip, 
tiiat I attacked Mr. • Perron’s force this morning, 
which w as ftrongly potted . with their right ex* 
tending to the fort of Ally Chur, and their entire 
iont protected by a deep rnorafs, which obliged me 

to change my original plan of attack, and detour con- 
Gdcrahly to the right, to turn their left Hank, which 
I completely effected, diilodging a body of troops 
wnicu were ported in a village in the enemy's 
front. ,

On
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On moving forward with the cavalry in two 
lines, fupported by the line of infantry and guns, 
the enemy immediately retired after a very few 
fhot from the cavalry guns, which did, fome exe­
cution.

Several attempts were made to charge fome 
confiderable bodies of cavalry, who made an ap­
pearance of fending, but the rapidity of their 
retreat prevented the poUibility of effefchng it fo 
completely as I could have wilhed j but 1 have 
rcafon to believe, that in confequence of the ope­
rations of this day, many of his confederates have 
left him.

My lofs in men and horfes is very ineomldcrable, 
and no Officer.

I have the pkafure to allure your Lordfhip, that 
the zeal, aQivity, and fteadinefs, difpiayed by both 
Officers and men, afforded me entire fatisfa&ion, 
and deferve my war.meft praife.

My ftaff afforded me. every affiftance, and I feel 
myfeif under great obligations to them.

From: every information X can obtain, i-rnme- 
dlat.dy on our advancing, Mr. Perron, with his 
body guard, retired towards Agra, and has left 
Colonel Pedro in charge of the fort.

I am at prelent encamped to the fouthward. of 
the fort, and the town of Gael is occupied by one 
of my battalions.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordihip’s mofl faithful 
And humble lervant,

(Signed) C .L A K E , 
Head Q uarte rs , Camji before.A lly G h u r ,

A ugu jl 29, 1803.
Publifhed by command of his Excellency

the Moft Noble the Governor General
in Council.

J . L umsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt.
. ' G eneral



(* (-1) i  ̂ ICT
X̂ g .-4̂ y  , ‘ - ,

General Orders, by his Excellency the M o fi N oble the 
Governor General in  Council.

Fort. W illiam , September 8, 1803.
T H E  Governor General in Council is pleafed-to 

offer his raoft cordial thanks and congratulations to 
his. Excellency the Commander in Chief, upon the 
diftinguiffied ability, energy, and fuocefs of the 
conduct of the forces under his Excellency’s per­
ifocal command, in the judicious and gallant attack 
o f the forces under the command of Mr. Perron, in 
the vicinity of Coel, on the 29th of Auguff.

His Excellency in Council has received with the 
molt fincere pleafure, the Commander in Chief’s 
report of the zeal, adivity, and fteadinefs dif- 
played by the Officers and men, and of the meri­
torious Cervices of the ftaff, on that important 
occalion-

The Governor General in Council is plealed to 
direct the Commander in Chief to fignify to the 
Officers and men employed in the aftion of the 
29th of Auguff, that the conduct of the army on 
that day has obtained the high approbation of his 
Excellency in Council; has confirmed the repu­
tation and honour of the Brilifh arms in India; 
and has fecured the molt important advantages to 
the caufe of the allies, in the profecution of the 
war, and in the fpeedy eftabliffiment of permanent 
peace.

By command of his Excellency the 
Molt Noble the Governor Ge­
neral in Council,

L, H ook, Sec. to the_Govt.“Mil. Dept.

h 2 Fort
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A Difpatcb, of which the to! loving is an E x­
tract, has been received this Day, by his Excel­
lency the Molt Noble the Governor General, 
trom his Excellency the Commander in Chief.

I 'M  W illiam , g t/j September, igor
M Y  LORD,

IT  is with infinite fatisfaction I inform your Lord- 
fhip, that the inhabitants of this part of the coun­
try are corning in fad, and manifeft a with of 
being proteaed by the Britilh Government, and 
that in confequence of my having catifed it to be- 
made known to the head men of the villages in this 
neighbourhood, that it is not my intention to moleft 
either the perfons or the properties of fuch of the 
inhabitants as lhall claim my proteftion, I have the 
plealure to fay, that the people who deferted the 
town of Coel on^our approach yefterday, are re­
turning: faff to their houfes, and the town is nearly 
repeopled ; indeed they have every reafon to be 
fatisfied, as the inltapt this petition was gained, a 
battalion was pofted in Coel to prevent phmd’er, 
by which means very little lofs was fuftained by 
the inhabitants.

I learn from all quarters, that mod of the enemy’s 
cavalry who oppoled us yeilerday, have returned 10 
their homes, declaring 'their inability to oppofe the 
Englifli.

From every account I can receive, the number 
ot cavalry oppofed to us amounted to fifteen or 
twenty thoufand.

The country in our rear is in a ftate of perfect 
tranquillity, nor has it been molefted by a fingte 
horfeman. °

1 have fent into the Fort a fummons in Englifli
and



and French,, which will, I tnjft, have the defired 
effedt.

I  have the honour to be,
My Lord,

Your I.ordfhip’s moff faithful 
And humble fervant,

(Signed) ■ G. LAKE.,
Head Quarters, Camp before Ally GJiur,

A uguft 30, 1803.

Publilhed by command of his Excellency 
the Mod Noble the Governor General 
in Council.

J  L umsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt.

To Captain L i o n e l  H ook, Sec.-to the G ovt. M &
Dept.

S IR , Fort Williamf September 10, 1803.

I HAY E the honour, by order of the Comman­
der in Chief, fa forward to you, for the informa­
tion of his Excellency the Moll Noble the Governor 
general in Council, a return of the killed, wountl- 

ed, ana miffing, in the adtion which took place 
yefterday, between the liritifh army and that of 
General Perron.

I have the honour to be,
' Sir,

Y our obedient fervant,
D. OCHTERLO N Y ,

Head Quarters, Deputy Adjut. General.
Lamp at Coel, Augujl ^o, 1 So3.

H- ; ' '  • /■: \  X

F a lu n :

( ( ( f ) ? )  .  ' - ( f i T .
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Return o f the K illed , Wounded, and M ff in g ,  in  the i d  and i,d Brigades o f Cavalry,

Camp at Cos!, Augujl 29, 1803,
i ' " .1 f i l  ?  ” ' ■ ]« e i:! a - s

« « 'O! .! t  a = -' ^ ^ : « ! c.j.w-  ̂ v « lH ■ :
.2 1 | ! r | i o  E > S g *5 TOTAL,
tg Aste.jHjtS i  i  ^c5

f  f  Killed, 1
27th Dragoons, < Wounded, ; i K illed . - — Men - i

n /Miffing, 2 Horfes - 3)
^  f  K illed , 1 W o b s d e d .— M en .  4: ^
z R  ad  N ative C avalry ,-) W ou nd ed , 1 2 1 H o r f e s -  8  £ '

{_ Miffing, 5 M is s in g .-------lio rfes 10
K  ( Killed,

3d Native Cavalry, l Wounded, 3
L L Miffing, 3.
f 29th Dragoons, Wounded, 1

w j ill Native Cavalry, Wounded, 1 1
' | l * ,i>N* ti ''C .rf .7 , { 5t “ ; e4  | ;

> L _ _____________ ~ ~ j  iH t
tj  Publifhed by Command of his Excellency the Moft-Noble the Governor General in Council,
p  L. H o o k , Sec. to the Govt. Mil, Deft.
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<N J'N> A Difpatch, of which the following is a Copy, has 

been received this Day by his Excellency the 
Moll Noble the Governor General, from his Ex­
cellency the Commander in Chief.

To his Excellency the M o ft  Noble M arop is W e l  l  es- 
i  ey, Governor General, fSc. & c .  & c .

Fort William, September 15, (Soj.
MY LORD,

IT  is with inexpreffible fatisfaclion that I have 
the honour to report to your Lord fh ip, the capture 
of the Fort of Ally Ghur this morning by affault.

Having fpent fome days in fruitlefs endeavours to 
fave the unneceffary effulion of blood, on findino- 
that the natives perlified obllinatcly in tlreir deter­
mination of refiliancc, and rejected every overture 
I made, I found nayfelf under the neceflity of de­
termining on fome decifiye meafure, and after 
maturely coniidering the probability of fuccefs, with 
the obftacles that oppofed us, ( judged it preferable 
to carry it by affault, than to lofe time by the flower 
operations of a fiege.

In confequence of this refolution, I ordered the 
Honourable Lieutenant Colonel Monfon to lead the 
attack, compofed of four companies of his Majeftyb 
76th regiment, and the tit battalion of the 4th regi­
ment native infantry under Lieut. Colonel Brown, 
with a detachment of the 17th native regiment 
under Capr. Bagihaw.

Colonel Horsiord, of the artillery, covered their 
advance by a heavy fire from batteries in fixations 
which had been previoufly determined on.

I attribute the fuccefs of this attack entirely to the 
gallantry and fteiidy conduct difplayed by the Hon. 
Lieutenant Colonel Monfon, in leading on his men 
under a moft galling fire of mulketry and grape, 
agr.inft a Fort hitherto deemed impregnable, and de­
fended. on all Tides with the utmoft obftinacy.

It
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N^ £ " '  It would be injuftice in me, were .1 not to men­

tion the diftinguiIhcd bravery of the men of his Ma- 
jefty’s 76th regiment, who, ncitwithftanding the lofs 
of many of their Officers, fteadily perfevered, till 
the attainment of their objefit was efteffted.

To Colonel Brown, of the ifi battalion of the 
„ 4th regiment, who has received a levere wound, and 

to the whole of the Officers of that battalion, whofe 
exertions On this occalion were mod meritorious, 
my praife is joftly due.

To Major Mac Leod, who gallantly led the 76th 
regiment, after Colonel Monfan was wou-nded ; and 
to Captain Shipton of the artillery, who had charge 
of the guns that forced the gate, both of whom, 
though wounded, ft ill remaine d at their poft, I feel 
mvfelfmuch indebted.

To Colonel Horsford, who commanded the artil­
lery, as well as to Captains Robertfon and Greene, 
who commanded the covering batteries, I feel my- ■ 
l'elf under infinite obligations ; and, indeed, that 
whole corps merit my warmeft praife, for the gal­
lantry difplayed on this occalion, as well as on every 
other in which they have been engaged. ’ .

It,is with extreme furrow I lament the lofs of 
many valuable Officers of his Majefty’s 76th regi- 

1 ment, and alfo of the Honourable Company’s 
Service.

I am forry to add, that Colonel Monfon’s wound 
is dangerous, and 1 fear 1 {ball at all events be de­
prived of the fervices of this gallant Officer for forne 
time.

Hhall have the honour to forward to your Lord- 
fhip, as foon as poilible, returns of the killed and 
wounded Officers, and men, of the army under my 
command; which, coufidering the nature of the 
attack, are as few as could be expected.

I fee] l fhall he wanting, in juftice to the merits of 
Mr. Lucan, an Officer, a native of Great Britain,

2 who.
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lately quitted the-fervice of Scindiah, to avoid 

ferving againft his country, were I not to recoin.- 
mend him to your Lord fh ip’s particular attention.
He gallantly undertook to lead Colonel Mon (bn to 
the gate, and point out the road through the Fort, 
which, he effraed in a mod gallant manner; and 
Colonel Monfon has reported having ’received 
infinite benefit from his fervices. If you deem him 
worthy of any mark of your Excellency’s jravpitr, it 
will afford me great fatisfafcdion it his fervices are 
rewarded by Government.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordship’s mod faithful humble fervent,
(Signed) G .  L A K E .

Head Quarters, Camp, A lly  G hur,
September 4, 1803.

P. S. I have the honour to enclofe correfl returns 
of the Officers killed and wounded in the attack 
this morning.

M. Perron, who commanded in the Fort, is our 
prifoner. He was the only European in the gar- 
rifon.

(Signed) G. L.

Copy o f the \ f t  Brigade R eturn  o f  K illed , Wounded\ and 
M iffin g , ^ th  September, 1803.
His Majeftf s ybth Regiment.

Killed—Captain Cameron,
Lieutenant Flerhing,
----------— Browne,
------ u—__ Campbell,

Lieutenant, and Adjutant St. Aubin,
Number of men killed, not known.

Wounded—-Honourable Lieut. Coh Monfon,
Major M'Leod,

i Lieutenant
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Lieutenant Sinclair,
Enfign Frafer,
Forty men as yet afcertained.

\Jl ’Battalion 4th Regiment Native Infantry. 
Lieutenant John Turton, killed,

Lieut. Col. Browne, wounded,
Captain Berry, ditto,
Lieutenant Andre, ditto,
Enfign Burgefs, ditto.

Number of Sepoys killed and WQunded, not 
yet known.

“id  Battalion 4th Regiment Native Infantry.
Being in the Fort, as yet not known.

2dBattalion i~jth Regiment Native Infantry.
Captain Bagfhaw, wounded,
Lieutenant Bofcawen, ditto.

Number of Sepoys killed and wounded, not 
yet afcertained.

Artillery.
Captain Shipton, wounded.

Number of men killed and wounded, not yet 
afcertained.

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Military Secretary, 
Publifhed by Command of his Excellency 

Tne Aloft Noble the Governor General in Council,
J. L umsden, C hief Sec, to the Govt,

General Order*, by his Excellency the Mofl Noble the 
Governor General in Council,

Fort W illia m , September 15, 1803.
The Governor General in Council, under the 

ftrongeit impreffions of public gratitude, notifies to 
the a any, lfts unfeigned admiration of the diftin- 
guithed conduct of the forces em; loved under the 
pertonal command of his Excellency General Lake,
,n thc gallant and fuccefsrul atihult of the ftrorm 
Port of Ally Ghur on the 4th inftant,

The
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The propofals of furrender offered by the Com­

mander in Chief to the Garrifon immediately after 
the retreat of Mr. Perron's forces, afford the molt 
convincing proof, that the humanity of the Britifh 
chara&er is intimately cormefled with that fpirit ot 
alacrity and valour, which marked the Commander 
in Chief’s judicious refolutfen to meet the obfti- 
nacy of the enemy by an immediate affault of the 
place.

The judgment and energy manifefted by the Com­
mander in Chief in the plan of the attack, corref- / 
pond with the intrepidity, fpirit, and perfeverance 
of his brave Officers and foldiers, in executing the 
orders of their able and gallant General; and the 
glorious refult of the affault has confiderably aug­
mented the reputation of the Britiili name and the 
honour of the Britifh arms in India.

The Governor General in Council is pleafed to 
di refill the Commander in Chief to expr-efs the parti­
cular and moft diftinguifhed approbation with which 
his Excellency in Council has viewed the courage, 
firmnefs, and ability, difplayed by the Honourable 
Lieutenant^ Colonel Monfon in leading the attack, 
under circurnfiances of the utmoft degree of diffi­
culty and ganger. A Prong fenfe of the interefls 
of the public fervice, and a delire to witnefs a con­
tinuance of the glorious fuccefs of the Britifh arms 
in India, render the Governor General in Council 
iincerely anxious, that this excellent Officer, (repeat­
edly 'diflinguilhed by his conduit in various exigen­
cies of the fervice,) may fpeedily be enabled to re­
fume the command of his gallant corps, and to aug­
ment his claims upon the gratitude and applaufe of 
his country.

The Governor-General in Cduncil alfo directs 
the Chmmander in Chief to fignify to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Browne, of the lit battalion 4th regiment 
native infantry, and to all the Officers of that bat-

i 2 ,,
*
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x ^i talidti, that lus Excellency in Council entertains the

higheft fenfe of their meritorious exertions, and 
warmly approves their honourable fervices.

The Governor General in Council all'o defires, 
that his particular approbation may be lignified to 
Major M ‘Leod of the 76th regiment, to Captain 
Shipton of the artillery, and alfo to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Horsford, Captains Robertfon and Greene.

It is with the greatcil fatisfaftion that the G o­
vernor* General in Council exprdfes his applaufe of 
the bravery, difeipline and fteadinefs, of the men 
of bis Majefty's 76th regiment, and of the corps of 
artillery, as well as of all the foldiers who were 
employed on this brilliant fervice.

The lofs of Captain Cameron, Lieutenants ̂ Fle­
ming, Browne, Campbell, St. Aubin, andTurton, 
is deplored by the Governor General in Council.
Their country, their friends* and their King, will 
however receive confolation for that lofs, in re- 
flefting upon the glory of their achievements, and 
upon the public advantage of their illuftrious 
example.

The Governor General in Council direfts the 
Commander in Chief to fignify to Mr. Lucan, the 
approbation with which his Excellency in Council 
has remarked the fervices rendered by that gentle­
man to the caufe of his native country, in thefpi- 
rited exertion of Britifh courage and public zeal.
It is highly fatisfaflory to his Excellency In Council 
to obferve this meritorious example of a juft atten­
tion to the duty which every britifh fubjeCt owes to 
the Britifh Government in India. The Governor 
General in Council will not fail to reward the ler- 
viceS of Mr. Lucan, in fuch manner as flrall be re­
commended by the Commander in Chief.

The Governor General in Council relies with, 
confidence on the approved character of this army, 
and of the Commander in Chief, that their unabated

magna-
H
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magnanimity, (kill, and perfeverance, will be at­
tended viflih a continuance offuccefs, proportionate 
to the juftice^of our came' and to the fuperioricy of 
our arms.
By command of his Excellency 

the Moll Noble the Governor 
General in Council,

L, H ook, Sec, to Govt, Mil, Dept,
I 'W  ' ■
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F ort William., September 16, iS<5j.

The following correct return of the killed and 
wounded at the aflault of Ally Ghur, received this 
day from his Excellency the Commander in Chief* 
is publifhed for general information :

Return of the Killed and Wounded, at the AJault of 
Ally Ghur on the Morning of the 4th September, 
1803.

, . . — —------- ------- j—r
ns (« 2 , 

s *s. uO toO . '3 rs
S *3 • 3 • ^  c
S Ji. § . «; * * S. «S gg i  -3 6 S iS  a E S a <s « J£ £ "3 £l rn -0 ^ 3 k„ «  ̂4!,o *
? •£■> o j g ca' «3 P £j *q *o 3 « Ls ' r■H * « e fc.2 ” .£ *3 ~ *3 o_______ _ __ « h J S m S

*7th Dragoons Wounded 2 g

Artillery S 1 1 3'  < VV ounded i 7 v
76th Regiment 5 , 1 }  4  1.5

6 l  Wounded 1 1  * 1 3 r ,58

. f t J t o 4 «hN.Reg. [  ,  , ■ ,  ’ '3 t  £

idBat.4th N.Reg. | wonrided

y Comp.. 17th Reg. | Wounded ,  t * 4 $ 1

Total Killed and Wounded z t 4 8 z  ijz 45 2 333 1 4 6

Total K i l l e d ___^ ____ j  i j ^ j  43 1 3

Total Wounded z l i  3 3! J , | 4 to 1 180 of 1 6}' 111111 '■ ' *■ f--- ---------—-p—.—
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Names of Officers Killed and lVoundeda

Artillery.—Captain Shipton, wounded.
76/^ Regiment,— Killed— Captain Cameron, 

Lieutenants Fleming, Browne, Campbell, 
and Lieutenant and Adjutant St. Aubin. 

W ounded—The Hon. Lieutenant Colonel 
Monfon, Major M‘Leod, Lieutenant Sin­
clair, and Enfign Frafer, 

ijl Bat. tgth Beg.'—Killed—Lieutenant Turton. 
Wounded— Lieutenant Colonel Browne, Cap­

tain Bertie, Lieutenant Andre, and Enfign 
Burgefs.

4 Comps, iji/t Reg. —Wounded —Captain Baglhaw, 
and Lieutenant Bofcawen.

J. G er a r p , Adj. Gen. 
Publifhed by command of his 

Excellency the Molt Noble 
the Governor General in 
Council.

J. L umsdbn, Chief Sec. to the Govt.

Fort W illiam , September 18, 1803. 
D ISPATCHES were this day received by the 

Governor General, from his Excellency the Com­
mander in Chief, dated from camp at Soomna 
on the 7th of September, by which it appears’ 
that M. Perron, late Commander of the Forces of 
D owiut Rao Scindiab, having refigned the lervice 
of that Chieftain, had applied by letter, dated the 
5th of September, for permiffion to pals with his 
family, property, and the Officers of his suite, to 
Lucnow, through the territories of the Honourable 
Company, and of the Nawaub Vizier, and had 
alfo applied for a fufficient efcort, to be compofed

either
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:^v.,;: oltlier of Britiffi troops, or of his own bodyguard; 

bis Excellency General Lake had immediately 
complied with M. Perron’s requeft, and had accor- 
dingly permitted that Officer to proceed through 
the Britiih territories, attended by a Britilh Officer, 
who had been appointed to meet M. Perron on the 
frontier, and to conduct him to Luknow M is 
Excellency, General Lake, had alfo permitted M.
I erron to be efcorted by his own body guard, and 
had provided for the receptioti of M. Perron in the 
Company’s territories, and thofe of the Navvaub 
Vizier, with every mark of refpefl and honour.

Publiffied by command of his Excellency 
the Mofl Noble the Governor General 
jn Council.

J* L umsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt.

F ort W illiam , September 2 1 , 1 Sop  

ON the 2d inilant, a body of predatory horfe, 
commanded by a French Officer, attacked the 
cantonment of Shekoabad, on the frontier of the 
diftri£t of Etawah. The Britifh force at that poll:, 
confiding of five companies of the firfl battalion of 
the eleventh regiment of native infantry, with one 
gun, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
fkoningharn, continued to refill the attack of the 
enemy’s cavalry during the greater part of the day, 
with great refolution and fpirit, and at length fuc- 
ceeded in repulfing the enemy. The enemy appear 
to have differed conliderably, and to have loti 
feveral Officers on this occalion. The condudt of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Coningham, and of the troops 
under his command, on this occalion, received the 
high approbation of his Excellency the Comqiander 
in Chief, exprefied in general orders.

On

- G° t& X  , “ "  ' < '
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On the 4th inflant Lieutenant-Colonel Coning- 

. kam was again attacked by the enemy’s troops, to 
whom he oppoftd a fpinted refiftance for fome 
hours; but having reafon to believe that their num­
ber, was fo confiderable as to render further refin­
ance inefleftual, he furrendered, on condition that 
his 'detachment fliould be permitted to march to 
Cawnpore, with their arms and ammunition, and 
the . gun attached to the corps ; chat all private 
property ihouid be protected, and that the detach- 
men: fbould not ferve during the war with Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. Thefe terms were faithfully obferved 
by the enemy, and the detachment accordingly 
marched to Cawnpore,

His excellency the Commander in Chief on the 
night of the 4th inftant, detached a force to Sheko- 
abad. Intelligence has been received of the arrival 
of that force at the place of its deflinadon, and o f  
the retreat of the-whole of the enemy’s troops 

■ from the Company’s dominions.
The following are the names of the Officers 

wounded in the attack on Shekoabid :

Lieutenant-Colonel Con high am,
Captain Lamborne,
Captain Win bolt—  Artillery,
Lieutenant Stoneharn,
Enlign Heyfham,

The number of Sepoys ft :ted to be killed and 
wounded is fixty-three.

Publiflied by' Command of his Excellency 
the Mod Noble the Governor General 
in Council,

J . L umsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt.

v £ Fort
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 ̂ FsjY William, September 2$, iSo p

A Difpatcb, of which the following- is a copy, has 
been received this day, by his Excellency the 
Moll Noble the Governor Genera], from his E x­
cellency the Commander in Chief.

To his Excellency the Mod Noble M arqjtis 
W e l l e s l e y , Governor General, &c. &c. &c.

MY LORD, Fart William.

I  have the fatisfaftion to inform your Lordfhip, 
that after a march qf eighteen miles, this morning 
I learnt that the enemy in great force, under Mr.
Louis, had croffed the Jumna from Delhi, with the 
intention of attacking us.

When we had encamped, we found our polls 
were attacked by a body of the enemy. On re­
connoitring to our front, I found that the enemy’s 
whole army were drawn up in order of battle; I 
immediately ordered out the whole line, and ad­
vanced to attack them in front.

The enemy oppofed to us a tremendous fire from 
a numerous artillery, which was uncommonly well 
ferved, and caufed us confiderable lofs in Officers 
and men; but I have the fatisfaction to add, that 
our advance under a molt heavy cannonade, and 

#£tual charge of the enemy, at about one hundred 
paces diftant, caufed a moil precipitate retreat, 
and left in our poffeifion the whole of their ar­
tillery.

The cavalry purfued the fugitives to the Jumna, 
making great havoc, and numbers were drowned in 
attempting to crofs.

In (hort, I have only to exprefs my entire appro­
bation of the gallantry of the troops under my 
command, during the whole of this motl brilliant 
action; and lhal I have the honour to detail it more 

i particularly

' 'V' \ •. 'i1'Tv :>■! .'llvii;l':i î '̂■■. % II >!' ;;
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. - c^^2i<arttcu]arly to-morrow, which the latenefs of the 

hour prevents me doing at prelent.
The whole army was under arms from three this 

morning till this moment.
I have the honour to be,

My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s moll faithful 

5 "p Humble fervant,
(Signed) G. LAKE.

Head Quarters, Camp oppojite Delhi,
Hal/pajl jeven P . M, Sept. 11, 1803.
Publiihed by command of his Excellency 

the Moil Noble the Governor General 
in Council.

J . L itmsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt,

A  Difpatch, of which the following-is a Copy, has 
been received this Day, by his Excellency the 
Moll Noble the Governor General, from his 
Excellency the Commander in Chief.

To his Excellency the Moll Noble M arqjjiS 
W e l l e s l e y , &x . & c. &c.

MY LORE, A rf W illia m , September 24, 1803.

M Y  letter of yei'terday will have informed youf 
Lordfhip of the total defeat of the force under ML 
Louis. The latenefs of the hour prevented my 
detailing the operations of the day as fully as i  
could have wifhed.

I cannot find terms sufficiently firong to exprefs 
the high fenfe I entertain of the gallant fervices 
performed by the whole of the Officers and men 
in the army under my command.

W hen the length of our march (upwards of 
eighteen miles,) is considered, the fatigue the

k z whole
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whole army underwent, and that we were expofed 
to a inoft galling fire from the enemy of grape 
and chain (hot, while advancing in line,' the, opera­
tions of yefterday muft ever reflect the higbeft 
credit on all descriptions of-troops engaged ; and 
cannot fail of finking the enemy with a dread of 
our army; and prove to them, that opposition to 
fuch fuperior di (pip-line and courage, is ufelefs.

To Major General Ware, who commanded the 
right wing, and to the Honourable Major-General 
St. John, who commanded the left, 1 feel tnyfelf 
under infinite obligations. The former, I am 
fwry to fay, received a very fevere contufion, while 
advancing with the right wing.

Major General St. John was oppofed to the 
enemy’s right; the fteadinefs and ability difpiayed 
by the Honourable the Major-General, quickly 
fur mounted every difficulty, and forced the enemy 
to retire in diforder, with very heavy lofs.

I o Colonel St. Leger, who commanded the 
cavalry, my warmed praifes are due ; the fteadinefs. 
and gallantry of the whole corps, both Europeans 
and Natives, under a formidable fire of artillery, 
docs them infinite honour.

After the gallant and Heady charge of his Ma- 
jeffy’s 76th regiment, led by Captain Boyce, and 
the whole of the Infantry line, who advanced to 
■within one hundred paces of the enemy, without 
taking their firelocks from their fhoulders, when 
they fired a volley, and ruthed on with the bayonet, 
with a determination nothing could refill; had 
forced the enemy to abandon their formidable ar­
tillery. Colonel St. Leger, with the cavalry under 
his coftimand, moved rapidly forward, when a 
dreadful daughter entued; by a well-timed ma­
noeuvre of the Colonel’s in intercepting their retreat 
to the Jumna, much execution was done ; the 
enemy’s contufion was fitch, that many were 
drowned,, in attempting to crofs the river.

To
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Colonel Horsford, and every Officer of the 

corps of artillery, I feel myfelf infinitely indebted 
for their meritorious fervices on the occafion.

The number of the enemy’s guns already col­
lected, is between fifty and fixty •; and 1 expeff 
more , before the evening. I {hall have the honour 
to forward a regular return of the enemy’s ord­
nance to-morrow.

1 have to lament the lofs of many Officers and 
men killed and wounded in this action, returns 
of which ihall be tr.anfmitted for your Lordlhip’s 
information.

From the extreme heat and fatigue, that both 
Officers and men experienced, I have to regret the 
lofs of Major Middleton, of the 3d native cavalry, 
and Cornet Sanguine, of the 27th Light Dragoons, 
as well as of feveral European foldiers, who fell, 
f r o m e f f e c t s  of the fun.

I have to lament the lofs of Captain Robert 
LTGregor (Perfian interpreter in.the field), who 

, fell, when advancing in a gallant 11 vie.
The eonlequencos of this victory, are the eva­

cuation of the city and forts of Delhi, and the di£* 
per lion of the enemy in all directions. ■

At the earned rcqueil of his Mpjefty, who is 
anxious to put himfelf under the protection o f 
the 'hidih Government, I ihall crofs the river' with 
my army, as icon as. a lufiicient number of boats 
can be procured. ,jr

My baffip s ufor.l, cohdufted themfdvcs' to ray 
entire .hfiofaction, and merit my warmed appro­
bation.’

1 have the honour to be,
My Lord,

\  our Lordlhin's hioft faithful humble Servant,
■(Signed) G. LAKE.

head Quarters, Camp, Delhi Ghaut,
September 12, 1 8 0 3 .

K ille d

' ' ’ ■■: _  t
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Killed by the Effects o f the Sutt.

Major Middleton, 3d Native Cavalry.
Cornet Sanguine, 27th Light Dragoons.

Killed in ASUon.

Captain M 'Gregor.
Lieutenant Hill, 12th Native Infantry.
Lieutenant Frefton, 15th Native Infantry*
Lieutenant Aiden.

Wounded.

Captain Covel!, 27th Light Dragoons.
Cornet Crowe, ad Native Cavalry.
Cornet Mather, zd Native Cavalry,
Cornet Swindell, 3d Native Cavalry.
Lieutenant M 'Donald, 76th Foot.
Lieutenant Wrotefley, ad Battalion zd Regt. 
Captain Matthews, Artillery.

»
T he above is the moft corre£t return that has yet , 

been received.

Publifhed by command of his Excellency 
the Mod Noble Governor General in 
Council.

J . L i' msden, Chief Sec. to the Govt.

A Dif-
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A  Difpatch, of which the following is a Copy, has 

been received this Day, by his Excellency the 
Moll Noble the Governor General, from his Ex­
cellency the Commander in Chief.

To his Excellency the Moll: Noble M arquis 
W ellesley, Governor General, &c. &c. &c.

MY LORD, Fort William, September 1%, 1803 .
FOR your Lordfhip’s information, I have the 

honour to enclofe a lift of the killed and wounded,
Officers and men, of the army under my command, 
in the aft ion of the n th  inftant.

Your Lordihip will perceive, that otir lofs has 
been very great; but when I conlider, that we 
moved on againft an immenfe artillery, of nearly 
one hundred pieces of cannon, and many of a very 
large calibre, under as heavy a fire as I have ever 
been witnefs to, and that this fire was direfted 
againft a line, confuting, on tire moft correct calcu­
lation, of not more than four thouland five hundred 
men, including cavalry, artillery, and infantry; and 
that we were oppofed by upwards of four times 
that number, it is no longer a matter of furprize.

It is neceffary to remark, that we had-only one 
brigade of cavalry; confiding of the 27th light dra­
goons, and the 2d and 3d regiments of native ca­
valry; the other brigades being detached for the 
protection of our own provinces.

The more I refleft on the glorious affair of the 
n th ,  the more forcibly l feel the bravery and intre­
pidity difplayed by every individual comp >l)ng my 
army. I cannot find words to exprefs my feelings

on,

' Gô x ■ •** ~
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on tliis occafion, nor can Ifufficiently lament the 
lofs of many brave fellows who have fallen.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordfhip’s mofl faithful 
Humble fervant,

(Signed) G. LAKE.

Head Quarters,  Camp, near Delhi 
Ghaut,  September 13, 1803.

Keturn of the Killed, Wounded, and Miffing, in the Ac­
tion o f the i t  tk  September, 1803.

27th Dragpons.— Killed— 1 cornet, 1 quarter maf- 
ter, 1 ferjeant, 9 privates—horfes, tfoop 22, 
officer’s 1, quarter matter's 1. 1

Wounded — 1 captain-lieutenant, 1 ferjeant,
}7 privates—horfes, troop 22, officer’s 1.

Miffing— 1 private—horfes, troop 24, officers’ 3. 
Total killed, wounded, and miffing,—Men 32, 

horfes 74.

Artillery.'—Killed— 1 ferjeant, 1 corporal, x ma- 
trofs, 1 lafear.

Wounded— 1 captain, 1 ferjeant, 1 corporal, 
a gunners, 8 matroffes, 2 ferangs, 13 lafears. 

Miffing— 1 gunner, 1 lafear.
Total, 34.

ad Regiment native cavalry.—Killed—15 horfes. 
Wounded— 2 cornets,1 1 naik, 14 privates, 16 

horfes.
Miffing— 5 horfes.

J ota! killed, wounded, and miffing—Men .17, 
horfes 36. '

3d



3d regiment native cavalry.—Killed— t major*
1 lavildar, 5 troopers, 28 horfes.

Wounded— 1 cornet, x jemadar, 1 naik, 9 troop­
ers, 20 horfes.

Miffing— 12. horfes.
Total killed, wounded, and miffing—Men 19, 

horfes 60.
76th foot.— Killed— 4 ferjeants, 3 corporals, 29 

privates.
Wounded—t lieutenant, 1 ferjeant, 3 corporals,

93 privates.
Milling— r corporal, 5 privates.

Total killed, Wounded, and miffing, 138.
2d battalion 4th regiment.—Killed— 2 havildars,

1 naik, 9 fepoys.
Wounded— x lieutenant, 2 fubadars, 2 havildars,

4 naiks, 1 drummer, 69 fepoys.
Total killed and wounded 91.

2d battalion 12th regiment.—Killed— 1 lieutenant,
I fubadar, 2 havildars, 1 naik, 3 drummers,
II fepoys.

Wounded— 1 fubadar, x havildar, 2 naiks, 3 a fe­
poys, 1 bhifly.

Total killed and wounded 56.
xft battalion 15th regiment.—Killed— I fubadar,

3 fepoys.
Wounded—3 havildars, x naik, 8 fepoys,

Total killed and wounded 16.
e.d battalion 15th regiment.—Killed-*- x lieutenant, 

x drummer, ^ fepoys.
Wounded— 9 fepoys.

Total killed and wounded 16.
lit battalion 2d regiment.—Killed— I havildar*

1 naik, 1 fepoy.
* k Wounded

! ( f ) !  ,  1 S T
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Wounded— i lieutenant, i -hayildar, X naik,

12 lepoys.
Total killed and wounded 18.

2d battalion 2d regiment.—Killed—2 havildars,
4 fepoys. ;  ,

Wounded—2  lieutenants, 1 havddar, 1 naik,
18 lepoys.

Total killed and wounded 28.
jft battalion 14th regiment.—Wounded — 1 havil- 

dar, ia  fepoys.

Total Europeans Killed, IVbunded, and Miffing.

Killed— 1 mriior, 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 1 cornet,
1 quarter matter, 4 ferjeants, 4 corporals, 39 
privates.

Wounded—1 captain, 1 captain-lieutenant, 4 lieu­
tenants, 3 cornets, 3 ferjeants, 4 corporals, 2 gun- 

mers, x18 privates.
I^itTmg—x corporal, t gunner, 6 privates.

Total killed, wounded, and miffing, 197

Total Natives, Killed, JVouvded, and Miffing.

Killed—2 fuhadars, 8 baviidars, 3 naiks, 38 pri­
vates, 3 drummers, 1 lafear.

Wounded—3 fubadars, t jemadar, 9 havildars, 
ix miks, 191 privates, x drummer, 2 ferangs,
13 lafears, 1 bhifly. „

Total natives killed and wounded 288.

Ilorfes Killed - - - ~ 67
a Wounded - - - 59

Miffing - - - - 47

Total, 173
"IT • ' ■ T * M .

Names
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Names of Officers Killed and Wounded in the' Athon of 

the n th  Infant.

Killed—Major Middleton. 3d regiment cavalry.
Captain M ‘Gregor, Periian interpreter in 

the field.
Lieutenant Hill, ad battalion i?.th regi­

ment.
Lieutenant Prefton, 2d battalion 15th re­

giment.
Cornet Sanguine, 27th dragoons, and 
Quarter matter R. llichardfon, 27th dra­

goons.
■H'-' , ■. .. j M

Wounded—Major General Ware.
Captain Mathews, Artillery. ,
Captain Lieutenant Coveil, 27th dragoons. 
Lieutenant M‘Donald, 76th regiment. * 
Lieutenant Wrottelley, ad battalion 4‘h 

regiment.
Lieutenants Alden and Harriot, 2d bat­

talion 2d regiment.
Cornets Crowe and Mather, ad regiment 

cavalry.
Cornet Swindell, 3d regiment cavalry, f 

(Signed) J. JERRARD, Adjutant General.

Publifhed by Command of His Excellency 
the Moil Noble the Governor General 
in Council.

J. L ums-uen, Chief Sec., to the Govt.

* k 2 A  Dif-



A Difpatch, of which the following is an Extract, 
has been received this Day, by his Excellency 
the Mod Noble the Governor General, from bis , 
Excellency the Commander in Chief.

To his Excellency the Moil Noble - Marquis 
W e l l e s l e y ,  Governor General, fkc, &c. &e.

M Y  L O R D , f o r t  W iU ia m ,  S e p te m b e r  2 6 ,  1 8 0 3 ,

I have the honour to inform your Lordihip, that 
the army this morning commenced crofting the 
Jumna. I truft the whole will be on the oppofite 
bank by the evening of the third day from hence.

In confcquence of the delay occafioned in pre­
paring the neceffary preients, I ilia 11 not vifit his 
Majefty until the x6ch inftant.

I have the pleafure to inform your Lordfhip, that 
Colonel Macan has reported to me, that he took 
pofleffion of the Fort of Firozabad on the 9th 
inftant.

My letter of the 7th will have informed your 
Lordihip of Mr. Perron’s application for leave to 
pafs* through the Honourable Company’s territo­
ries, on his way to Lucknow. I have the honour 
to inform your Lordihip, that Mr. Perron, accom­
panied by Meffrs. Beckett and Fleury, puffed Sarf- 
nee on the 12th inijant; the latter gentleman, who 
with fome difficulty joined Mr. Perron, informed 
Colonel Ball, that the horfe he had under his com­
mand had difperfed.

I learn from all quarters, that the difperfion of 
the force that oppofed me on the 11 th is rooft com­
plete ; and I expect ihortly to have it in my power 
to inform your Lordihip, that Monficur Bourquain, 
alias Louis, and the other French Officers in his 
army, have delivered thepifelves up, as they have

already

®  • »  < 5 L



• GOlfeX/yN —qVj:ms •" 1'already requeued to be allowed to tit row them- 
felves upon the protection of the Britith Govern­
ment.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,

Four Lordfhip’s moil faithful humble Servant,
(Signed) G. LAKE.

Head-Quarters, Camp, Delhi,
September 14, 1803.

Publilhed by command of his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General 
in Council.

J. L umsdent, Chief Sec. to the Govt.

A Difpatch, of which the following is a copy, 
has been received this clay, by his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General, front 
his Excellency the Commander in Chief.

To his Excellency the Mofi Nolle M a r q u i s  W el- 
lESLEY, (Sc. &c. iSc.

Fort William, SeJ>t. l 8, 18oj.
MY LORD,

I HAV E the pleafure to inform your Lordfhip, 
that Meflrs. Bourquain, Gellin, Guerinmier, Del. 
Perron, and Jean Pierre, yefterday delivered them- ' 
felves up prifoners.

They refide for the prefect in the Fort under a 
guard, i (hall, however, dilpatch them in a few 
d..ys under an eicort to f utty-Ghur, from whence 
they will embark lor the Prelidency.

I have
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T52ĵ 2> I have the honour to inform your Lord (hip, that 
I intend paying my firft vifit to his Majesty to-mor-' ' 
row morning.

I have the honour to be, &c. Sic. &c.
(Signed) G. LAKE.

Bead-Quarters, Delhi,
Sept. 15, 1803.

Publifhed by command of his Excellency 
The Moll Noble the Governor General 
in Council.

J . L ujk.d ek, Chief Sec. to the Govt.

A Difpatch, of which the following is an extract, 
was yeflerday received by his Excellency the 
Moll Noble the Governor General, from his 
Excellency the Commander in Chief.

To his Excellency the Mojl Noble M arquis W elles­
l e y , Governor General, &e. CsV. &e.

Fort William, Oil. 1, 1803.
MY  L ORD,

I have the honour to inform your I srdlhip, that
in confequence of the hour fixed upon by his Ma- 
jefty, 1 yederday, attended by the chief Officers of 
the army, waited on his Majefty at his palace in 
the ’ o t. v

Akbcr Shah, his Majefty’s eldeft fan, came to 
my camp to conduct me.

His Majefty received me bated on his throne,. 
Wber the pveier.ts were deliverer!, and the forms 
nfual on thole occahons were ohlerved.

His

f
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N. S, There was not fufficient time to alcertain. 

the exact condition of the above ordnance, fo as to 
nroftounce them ferviceable, or unfer-viceable.

In the arfenal yard is abundance of fbot for the 
above guns, and feme ftonc ihelis, blit neither or 
them are yet counted.

In the magazine is a large quantity of gunpowder, 
not yet weighed.

In the arfenal is a great number of new arms and 
forne accoutrements. Fart of the arms are made 
after the European, arid part after the country 
fashion; the exa£t number of each not yet known.

In the flare-rooms are'military ttores of various 
kinds, but not at prefent examined.

(Signed) JO H N  HORSFORD, Lieut Col.
Commanding Artillery in the Field.

To his Excellency the Moft Noble M arquis
W e l l e s l e y , Governor General, &c.  &e. Sic.

MY LORD,

For your Lordship’s information, I have the 
honour to tranfmit a return ot the ordnance, &c. • 
taken from the efiemy on the n th  inliant.

From the reports.of the Officer commanding the 
artillery, the whole of this ordnance is remarkably 
fine.' as will be more fully pointed out to your 
Lordship by the remarks of Colonel Horsfoid an­
nexed to the Return. n.

f k  The
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The whole of this artillery played on our line a§

■we advanced.
I have the honour to be,

My Lord, ,
Your Lordffiip’s rnoft faithful 

Humble fervant,
(Signed) G. LAKE.

Camp, Jdelhi, September 18, 1803,
Head Quarters.

Report of the Ordnance, &c. captured oppofite Delhi, 
an the n th  of September, 1803.

2 Bnfs—-20-pounders, 1 
5 ditto— 18 pounder carronades,
3 ditto— 1 6-pounder ditto
3 Iron — la-pounders, (French),

14 Brafs—6-pounders,
. Ir» n -6 -p o U»der, " T t S S C

23 Brafs-—4-pounders, > wage*, with
5 ditto 3 ditto, 1
4 Iron —3 ditto, 1
1 Brail-— 8-inch mortar, !
’x ditto— 8-inch howitzer,
4 ditto—-6-inch ditto,
2 ditto— 5̂ . ditto.

6d pieces of cannon of different natures*

37 1 nmbrils compleat, laden wdth ammunition.
24 ditto ditto ditto, blown up on the

T —* , • field of battle.
61 I umbrils compleat* laden with ammunition.
N. B. Many tumbrils and ammunition carriages 

abandoned by the enemy in the Jurmiah and Nub 
lah, not included above.
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.wwj^H is Majefty and his whole Court were unani­

mous in tefiffyirig their joy at the change that has 
taken place in their fortunes.

I have the honour to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordfhip’s molt faithful humble Servant,

(Signed) G. LAKE.

Head Quarters, Camp, Delhi,
September 17, 1803.

Publifhed by command of his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General 
in Council.

J . L u m s d e n , Chief .Sec. to the Govt.

Difpatches, of which the. following are copies* 
have been received by his Excellency the Moil 
Noble the Governor General, from his Excel­
lency the Commander in Chief.

2*0 his Excellency the M o ft N oble  Mae qjt i s W e lx.es- 
l e y , G overnor-G enera l, cd e l  O ft. & c .

Fort W illiam , O S o ler  3, 180,3.
M V  t O R D ,

I have the honour to enclofe, for your Lordfhip’s 
information, a return of the ordnance found in the 
fort of Ally Ghur, captured on the 4th inftant.

The condition of the guns, number of arms and 
accoutrements, quantity of powder, military flares,
&c. have not yet been ascertained 5. but I have left 
Captain Bell, an Officer of Artillery, in the garri- 
fon, who will, as foon as poflible, End me exact 

a returns,
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which I fhall have the honour to forward k jf 

tics your Lordfhip.
I have the honour to be,

MV Lord,
Your Lordfhip's mod faithful humble Servant,

(Signed) G. LAKE,
Head Quarters, Camp near Coorjab,

September 8, 1803.

Return of the Ordnance, &c. captured in the Fort of Ally 
Gbur, on the 4 th of September, 180 3,

• toeo HJy
1 Guns, .2 §

Races where mounted. |  S T3
a  j g '

Brass. Iron. Brass, Brass. Iron.

On the Rcunee, or FauJfctraje, and on 
the circular Wort before the Gates.

Brass Guns, from a i i pr. to a 9 pr. 2?.
Iron ditto, from a 10 to a 2 pr, ij
Brass 6 inch Howitzers, 4

On the Eajllons.
Brass Guns, from a s o  pr* to a 6 pr. 6
Iron ditto, from a 17 pr. to a 3 pr. 8 *

On the Curtains,
Iron Guns, the calibre not taken, - 2 1
Brass Mortars, 9 ] inch - x

■ 4
In the Afetutl lTarcl, and not mounted.
Brass Guns, from a 3 pr. to a 2 pr. . *
Ditto, small, 2
iron Guns, from a 13 pr. to a 2 pr. 16
Ditto, small, - - - - 4
Brass Mortars, 1 1 inch, - - 1
Iron W Ji Pieces, - jg 2

j Total of the captured guns, &c. 33 60 4  a j  182

........ N. B.
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The whole of the above-mentioned Ordnance api 
pears “ ferviceable,’* excepting one iron iz-poun^ 
der, ..and one iron 3-pounde^ which arc burft in 
firing.

The iron guns are of European manufacture.
The hrafs guns, mortars, and howitzers, have been 
eaft in India ; one Fortugueze 3 pounder excepted.
Some bear an infcription of being made at Muttra j 
others at Ugein j but the whole are evidently from 
the defign and execution of an European artift.
The ditnenfions are, “in general, thole of the 
French; the workmanfiiip is of as high a finifh as 
any in the Company’s arfenal.

Thirteen of the 4-pounders have iron cylinders 
(or bores), over which it would feem the metal was 
run in catling the piece, for the adherence is fo 
clofie, that no flit or chafin appears ; apd nothing 
but. the different colours of the two metals difcovers 
the junction. The iron cylinder (or bore) is cdm- 
pofed of four longitudinal pieces of hammered 
iron, remarkably ciofe, and neatly fitted through­
out the bore.

The Ahole of the pieces are furnifhed with well 
made elevating ferews; fume are of the lateft 
French improvement: And to the mortars and
howitzers the fame kind of elevating ferews are, 
by a fimple ant) ingenious adjustment, matte to 
elevate the piece to any angle, and give either 
of them the double capacity of mortar and 
howitzer.

The carriages pre ffrong and good; fome are 
neatly made according to the French pattern.

The tumbrils are very flout, but of the clumfy 
fitza and thape .made by the Company in their, arfe-

nal
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v  about twenty years ago s Some, howeVer, haVr*

the modern draft chain, whilft others have retained 
the trace made of green hides.

T h e  ammunition, both round and grape* differs 
from that made in the Company’s arfenal, infornuch 
as, that the bags are of cotton inftead of fergt\ 
and not fixed to bottoms with the Ihot j and alto, 
that two forts of grape are made ufe of after the 
French ordonnancej viz. large balls for great dif- 
tances, and fmaller balls for Idler diftmlces.

Chain Ihot rolled up into the thape of a ball* of 
the fee  of the bore of the piece, either mortar or 
howitzer, made part alfo of the enemy’s ammu­
nition.

(Signed) JO H N  HORSFORD, Lt* Col.
Commandir.g the Artillery in the Fields

A t r u e  C o p y ,

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE,'
Military Secretary*

1. C O LD , PR IN TER ,

3HOE1 ANE.
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General Orders, by His Excellency the Mofi Noble tfie 

G o v e r n o r  G e n e r a l  in Council, Captain General 
and Commander in Chief of all the Land Forces 

ferving in the Eafi Indies.

Fort William, October i, 1803.
THE returns received by the Governor General 

in Council of the ordnance taken on the field of 
battle near Delhi,, on the n th  of September 1803, 
have completed the official ftatement of the military 
operations conduced under the pcrfonal command 
of His Excellency General Lake, from the 29th of 
Auguft to the 18th of September.

In reviewing the rapid and brilliant fuccefs of our 
arms within that period of time, every loyal fubjcdt 
of the Britifh. empire muft be animated by the moil 
zealous emotions of juft pride, national triumph, 
and public glory.

The Governor General in Council has already ex- 
prcficd the fentiments of gratitude and admiration 
with which he contemplates the conehnft of His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief, and of the. 
officers and troops under His Excellency’s perfonal 
command, in the aflion of the 29th of Augufl, and 
in the gallant affault of the fortrels of Aliy Ghux 
on the -+th of September.

His Excellency in Council highly approves thfe 
judicious and early movement of the army after that 
important fuccefs towards the principal fiat ton of- 
the enerm’s infantry and artillery, and the petition 
whence the moil fpeedy relief might be afforded to 
the unfortunate representative of the Houfe of T i­
mur and to His Majcfiy’s Royal Family,

The deoiftve vititory gaint d in the battle of Delhi, 
on the n th  of September, jnffified the firm confi­
dence repofed by the Governor General in Council 
in the bravery, pericverance, and dilcipline of toe

1 army,

• Gô>\ . ,



s*
N>s\ ^9 ' ' " '■

army, and in the flcill, judgment, active fpirit, and 
,invincible intrepidity of their illuflrious commander.

The glory of that day is not furpafTed by any 
recorded triumph of the Britilh aims in India, pnd 
is attended by every circumftance calculated to ele­
vate the fame of Britifh valor, to illuflrate the 
character of Britifh humanity, and to fecure the 
liability of the Britifh empire in the Eafl.

The Governor General in Council acknowledges 
with the moil cordial fatisfaciion, the diflingoifhed 
fervices of Major General Ware, and of the Ho­
norable Major General St: John, in the action of 
the i ith of September ; and directs the Commander 
in Chief to lignify his particular approbation of the 
conduit of Major General Ware, in the command 
of the right wing of the Britilh army, and of the 
conduct of the Honorable Major General St. John, 
in the ability and ftcadihefs which he difplayed in 
the command of the left wing, by furmounting every 
difficulty, and by forcing the right wing of the 
enemy to retire in diforder with heavy lots.

The Governor General in Council alfo dire&s the 
Commander in Chief to notify to Colonel St. Leger, 
and to the corps of cavalry employed on this ho­
norable occafion, the high approbation with which 
His Excellency in Council has received the report 
of their gallantry and firmnefs, and of the peculiar 
ikill manifefted under the able command of Colonel 
St. Leger, in their judicious, rapid, and decifive 
movements during the adlion, and after the flight of 
the enemy had commenced. His Excellency in 
Council contemplates with great fatisfaclion the ad­
vanced flate of difeipline of the Native cavalry of 
Bengal, and the fplendid proofs which that corps 
ha» afforded of its efficiency in adtive fervice againft 
the numerous artillery of the enemy.

The conduct of Captain Boyce and of His Ma- 
jefty’s 76th regiment is noticed with the warraeft 
■ . applaufe
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app!aui'e by the Governor General in Council: the 
high reputation eftablifhed by that refpedtable corps 
in various fervices of difficulty and danger in India, 
appeared in the battle of Delhi with a degree oflufire 
which has never been exceeded even by Britifh 
troops.  ̂ His Excellency in Council fignifies his mod ’ 
difiinguifhed approbation of the firmnefs and intre­
pidity of the officers and men of the Native infantry, 
who, with His Majefty’s 76th regiment, at the point 
of the bayonet, forced an enemy, confiderably fu- 
perior in numbers, from a powerful and well-fcrved 
artillery, and opened the way for the fuccefsfut charge 
of the cavalry. T fe  cottdod of the Native troops 
on this memorable day reflects the higheft honor 
upon the discipline of the army of Bengal, and 
confirms the confidence of the Governor General in 
Council, in the diligence, fkiil, and courage of the 
officers of this efiablifhment, and in the ertniierst 
character of our native foldicrs.

lo  Lieutenant Colonel Horsford and the artillery, 
the Governor General in Council repeats the public 
teflimony of approbation which that meritorious 
corps has uniformly deferved in every exigency of 
the fervice.
.  ̂0 thy fiafF of the army, the Governor General 
in Council is happy to express the fatisfadlion with 
which he learns that they continue, 013 all occalions, 
to merit the warmeft approbation of the Commander 
in Chief.

The Governor General in Council fincerel'y la­
ments the lofs of Major Middleton, Captain Mac 
Gregor, Lieutenant Ilill, Lieutenant Pretlon, Cor­
net Sanguine, and Quarter Mafter Richard foil ; and 
of the brave foldicrs who fell in the exemplary ex­
ertion of deliberate valor and difeiptined tpirit at 
the battle of Delhi. The names of thefe brave 
men will be commemorated with the glorious events 
«£ the day on which they fell, and will be hodored

1 2 and
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revered, while the fame of that fignal victory 

fhqll endure.
In teflimony of the peculiar honor acquired by 

the army under the perfonal command of Ilia Excel­
lency General Lake, the Governor General in 
Council is pleafed to order, that honorary colours, 
with a device properly foiled to commemorate the 
reduction of the fortrefs of Ally Ghur on the 4th, 
and the victory obtained at Delhi on the i i th of 
September, be prefented to the corps of cavalry and 
infantry, European and Native, refpedtively em­
ployed on thofe glorious occafions; and that a public 
monument be erected at Fort William to the me­
mory of the brave officers and men, European and 
Native, who have fallen in the public (ervice during 
the pretent campaign.

The honorary colours granted by theft: orders to 
His Majefty’s 27th regiment of dragoons, and to 
the 76th regiment of foot, are to be ufed by tbofe 
corps while they fhall continue in India, or until 
His Majefty’s mo ft gracious pieafure be fignified 
through His Excellency the Commander in Chief.

In concluding his orders on this memorable occa- 
fion, the Governor General in Council is pleafed to 
diredt, that the public thanks of the Supreme Go­
vernment of the Britifh pofleflions in India be given 
to Elis Excellency General Lake, Commander in 
Chief of His Majefty’s and of the Honorable 
Company’s forces in India, who, with unexampled 
alacrity, eminent judgment, and indefatigable cou­
rage, under extraordinary difficulties, has prepared 
the army of Bengal for the field; has conducted it 
by a rapid fuccefiion of glorious victories to the 
complete defeat of a powerful enemy; and has 
maintained the honor of the Britifh name in India, 
by a humane attention towards the inhabitaats ot 
the conquered provinces, and by a due refpeet and 
reverence towards the unfortunate reprefentative of

the
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she Home of Timur, and towards His Majefty's 
Royal Family.

His Excellency the Moil Noble the Governor 
General in Council, Captain General and Com­
mander in Chief of all the land forces tervmg m 
the Eaft Indies, is pleafed to diredt, that tliefe 
orders be publicly read to the troops under arms at 
every flat ion of the land forces in the Eaft Indies, 
and that the European officers of the Native corps 
do caufe the tame to be duly explained to the 
Native officers and troops.

By command of His Excellency the Moft Eools 
the Governor General in Council,

L. HOOK, Sec. to the Govt. M il Dept.
By command of His Excellency the Captain Ge­

neral and Commander in Chief of the Land 
Forces.

J . A r m s t r on g ,  AQg. M il Sec,

His Excellency the Moil Noble the Governor 
General in Council has received authentic advices 
of the'capture of the fort and city of Baroach, 
by aflault, on the 29th of Auguft, by the troops 
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel W ood- 
ington,

> ' Authentic intelligence has alfo been received of 
the capture of the Fort of Jalnapore, by the troops 
under the command of Colonel Stevenfon.

The official details of thefe important events have 
not yet been received from the Honorable Major 
General Wellelley.

Publifhed by command of His Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General in Council,

J. LUM SDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt.

Fort
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DISPATCHES, of which the following are ex­
tra 6ls, have been received by His Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General; from the Ho­
norable the Governor in Council of Bombay. The 
official difpatches on this fubjedt have not yet been 
received from the Honorable Major General Welle'f- 
ley.

To the Honorable J onathan D uncan, Efq. Fre~ 
fidm t and Governor, &c. &c, in Council,

H onorable S ir ,
I have the honor to enclofe a copy of my letter 

to Major General Wellefley for your information.
I have the honor to be, &c. &c, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY W OODINGTON, 
Lieut. Col. & d

Camp before Baroach, Augujl 25, 1803.

To the Honourable Major General A r th ur  
W ellesley, & c. & e. & c.

S i r ,
I h a v e  the honor to acquaint you, that I have 

this morning attacked and taken pofleffion of the’ 
pettah on the we (tern face of the fort of Baroach.
The battery for two eighteen-pounders I hope to’ 
have finifhed in the courfe of the night, and that 
I ffiall be able to begin to batter to-morrow morning, 
when I flatter nlyfeif a fpeedy reduction of the fort 
will enfue.

Agreeably to mv Communication to you, I marched 
 ̂ from Baroda on the 2 1 ft, and encamped within two 

cots of Baroach on the 23d. It was my intention 
to have attacked the pettah (on the outfide of which 
I was informed they had brought their whole force)

on
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on {lie morning of the 24th, expeffing to have found 
the Fury fcbooner with the two eighteen-pounders 
at anchor, about a cofs from the fort, agreeably to 
the intimation I had received; but early in, the 
morning of the 24th, one of my coftids, who had 
been dilpatched to Lieutenant Hewitfon, the com­
mander of the veflel, to give him notice of my ap­
proach, brought me information from him, that, on 
account of the fhallownefs of the water, it would 
be utterly impracticable to get bis veflel to Baroach 
until the fprings, and that he was at anchor at Bar- 
good, five cofs off.

On this intelligence I marcficd to Bargood on the 
:24th, and made an arrangement to bring the eigh­
teen pounders and ftores up in boats, and I am 
happy to acquaint you they are jofi arrived.

We found the enemy in front of the pettah, as I 
expected, to receive us, and with great cafe forced 
them to a precipitate retreat into the fort.

Our lofs in killed and wounded is not great; no 
European officer is hurt. 1 fliould have the honor 
of fending a return of the killed and wounded, but 
have not had time yet to colled! them, from the 
troops being fo much employed. The Jofs of the 
enemy I have not alcertained.

1 have the honor to be, <kc, &c. &c.
(Signed) II. W OODINGTON, Lieut. Col 

Commanding Detachment againfi Baroach.
Camp before Baroach, 25th Augufi 1803.

P. S. My detachment copfifts of 500 rank and 
file Europeans, and about the fame number of the 
grenadier battalion of Native infantry ; two howit­
zers, two fix-pounders, and the two eighteen- ♦ 
pounders brought in the Fury. I marched from 
Baroda with two twelve-pounders, but I left them 
behind after the firfi day’s march, on receiving cer­
tain information of the Fury’s arrival in Baroach 

5 river,
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ably delayed by bringing them on.

True Copies,
(Signed) J. A. G r a n t , Sec. to Govt,

To the Honorable J onathan D uncan, Pre/Hent and 
Governor, &c. &c. &c. in Council. "

H onorable S ir ,
1 h a v e  the honor to. enclofe for your information, 

a letter I have this day addrefTed to the Honorable 
.Major General Wellefiey on the capture of Baroach.

I have the honor to be, &q. &c.
(Signed) H. W OODfNGTON, 

Baroach, 29//; Augujl .1803. Lieut. CoL

To Major General W ellesley, '& c. & c. & c.
S ir,

I have the honor to acquaint you, that at three 
o’clock P, M. I fiormed the fort of .Baroach, and 
carried it with little lofs, although the Arabs made 
eonfiderable refittance, particularly on our entering 
the breach, i  lie Arabs have differed very conlider- 
ably, and we have taken a great many ftaod of co- 
lours. A more deep afeent to the breach, and of 
Rich length, is feldom feen. I cannot exprefs my- 
felf in fufficient terms on the gallantry of the officers 
and men I have the honor to command. 1 (hall 
have the honor to addrefs you more fully to-mor­
row. 1 write this for your early information, im­
mediately after we got poffeffion of the place, which 
will, I hope, be an excufe for hafte. .

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. &c.
,  (Signed) H. W OODINGTON,

Baroach, 29th Augnjl 1803. Lieut. Col.
True Copies,

(Signed) 4 J . A. G rant, See. to Govt.
To

' G°S*X '
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1 o the Honorable J onathan D uncan, E /j. Tref- 
dent and Governor, &c. &c. &c. in Council.
H onorable Sir ,

I have the honor to tranfmit for your Information, 
copy of my letter of this day’s date, with enclofures, 
to the Honorable Major General Arthur Welledey.

We have taken at lead twenty ftands of colours 
from the Arabs and Scindians. I have only been 
able to colled ten, at prefent, which, together with 
the colours of the fort, I fhall have the pleafure to 
fend to the Prefidency by the earlieft opportunity.

I have the honor to be, with the greateft refpecf, 
H o n o r a b l e  Sir ,

Your mod obedient humble fervant, 
HENRY W OODINGTON, 

Baroach, Aug. 30, 1803. Lieut. Col. &c.
P. S. Since writing the above, I have three more 

ftands of Arab colours brought to m e; betides which,
I have, at Major Cuyler’s particular requefl, per­
mitted the 86th regiment to keep two, making in 
all fifteen.

Yo the Honorable Major General Arthur W elles­
ley , Commander in Chief o f the Britijh Forces on
the Wejtern Side of India.

S ir,
I w r o te  you yefterday evening after we had 

dormecl and taken pofleilion of the fort of Baroach.
1 have now the honor of acquainting Vou more fully 

* on the fubjed.
The breach was reported practicable by the engi­

neer at eleven A. M. when 1 determined to dorm, 
but delayed^ if until three o’clock, not only that I 
might benefit by the affidance of the Fury and an 
armed boat, which 1 expeded would arrive in time 
to take their flations oppofite the fort, but as I

, m thought
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ihought that a very likely hour to find the enemy 
off their guard.

The veffel and armed boat however did not arrive 
in time to afford any afiiftance.

The enclofed orders for the ftorm will inform you 
of the difpofition I made, as will the accompanying 
profile and elevation of the weftcrn front of the fort.

The enemy made a defperate attack in oppoting 
our entrance into the breach, but by the valor and 
fpirit of the troops were fpeedily repulled, and my 
orders were carried into full execution. After Cap­
tain Richardfon had obtained poffeffion of the firft 
gate, Major Cuyler . pulhed on fo rapidly, that he 
overtook the Arabs before the greateit part, both 
liorte and foot, could get out of the gate, and put 
to death about 200 of them. Many horfes were alfo 
killed.

1 beg leave to fubmit to your notice the ready co­
operation of Major Cuyler throughout every part of 
the fervice, his gallantry and conduit in the com­
mand of the florin, as alfo of Captain Richardfon 
who led.

The whole of the officers and men employed on 
this fervice have conducted themftlves fo much to 
my fatfsfaition, that I cannot exprefs myfelf too 
ilrongly in their commendation.

I am now employed in eftabliffiing fome order in 
the fort, in getting the eighteen-pounder, and every 
thing we do not want to move with, into it, alfo in 
burying the enemy’s dead, amounting to about 250.

I have great pie afore in informing you, that our 
lofs is fmall. Captain MfLaurin of his Majdry's 
86th regiment, the only officer wounded, arid not 
badly. A return of the killed and wounded in the 
tlorm, as alfo a general return of the killed and 
wounded during the liege, I enclofe. I have the ho­
nor to be, Sir , your inoii obedient fervant,

(Signed) HENRY W OODINGTON, 
Baroach, Augujl 30, 1803, Lieut. Col.

2 Baroa&h,
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Baroach, Monday, Augujl-, 29, 1803,
HV/J Orders, by Lieutenant Colonel W q odington .

• Parole, B r i t a n n i a — Counterfign, S u c c e s s .

The breach being reported practicable, the fort 
will be donned at three o’clock.

Storming party under the command of Major
, Cuyler,

Forlorn Hop — A ferjeant, and twelve volunteers 
of His Majefty’s 86th regiment.
1 ft Party to lead under Captain Richardfon.—too 

rank and file of His Majefly’s 86th regiment 
including one flank company, and , too rank 
and file of the grenadier battalion including 
one flank company.

2d Patty under Major Cuyler.— 150 rank and file 
of His. Majefty s 86th regiment including one 
flank company, and 150 rank and file of the 
grenadier battalion including one flank com­
pany t each party to have hoes, pickaxes, and 
crows with them, carried by foldiers ; the fca- 
ling-ladders (to be ufed if neceflary) to be alfo 
carried by foldiers.

Referve under Captain Bcthune.— ico rank and file 
of His Majefly’s 86th regiment, and roo rank 
and file of the grenadier battalion.

Thefe parties will parade and be formed in the 
directs the troops occupy at two o’clock, and then 
be completed to thirty fix rounds and well flinted ; 
after which they will he marched up to the rear of 
the battery under cover from the view of the tort, 
and wait, in the utmoft lilence until the fignal from 
two fix-pounders, fired quick one after another, di­
refits their advance to fiorm the breach. 1 he referve 
will follow the fiorming party, and alter having en­
tered the breach, Captain Bethune will immediately 
form his men and waif to afit as circumflances may

m a direfit.
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direft. Twenty boxes of mufquet ammunition to 
be taken in with Captain Belhune’s party.

On entering the breach, Captain Richardfon will 
turn to the left, and march by the works to take 
poffeffion of the Cuttoopoor gate. Major Cuylcr’s 
party will follow, and pufh on alfo by the works to 
take poffeffion of the Jarrafeer gate. When thefe 
gates are obtained, the works are to be cleared of 
any parlies of the enemy in their vicinity, and the 
men to be kept under arms ready to aft at a mo­
ment’s warning.

A true Copy,
(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, Lieut. Col

Return o f ike Killed, Wounded, and M iffing in the Pettah 
and the Storm o f Baroach on the 29th o f Auguji, under 
the Command o f  Lieutenant Colonel Wooding ton, Ba­
roach, the 30th o f  Augitjl 1803.

* JV ‘

, » E § S . J
.£ b  -g f  .« a  . s
n.-c* S p  a  C c  cj U

_____ _

Detarhrnem of Artil-J w ^ c l e d ' !  3
,cry‘ l  Miffing -

Detachnient H M. f  ^ ded j
61ft Regiment. |  Rjiffing .

HR Majefty’s S6thf bounded * 3 1 !
Regiment. \ Miffing .

/•Killed - 1
lft Grenadier Bat. < Wounded - 1 6  1

CM fling

Total | * aj * 1 a - 1 1

N. B. Captain James Richardfon, of \
H. M. 86di Rcgt. Swquntled the 49th inft.

Captain l  . M Laurin,of H.M. | M >
86th Regiment, J

(Signed) J. BEETE, B. M.
Return
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Return o f  the Killed, Wounded, find Miffing, during the 
Siege o f  Baroach, under the Command o f  Lieutenant 
Colonel Henry Woadington. Baroach, the 30th Augu/l 
1803.

-22
B . i  ffi J, * .
= Jt £  -a , . .52

1 8 is i l  M i ls-J i ’l  S J « SO -J (/) K Q W Cfl .

Detachment of Ar- I Wmmded 3 l
tlilel>  \  Miffing .

Detachment of H. f  Roundel 1
M. 6 tft Reg. I X  -

Hi«Majefty's 8 6th r “ deJ  * * *
Regiment. \ Miffing - 5

t Killed - 2
lit Grenadier Bat. < Wounded a 16 x

I  Miffing * 1 i

Total 3 3 2 45 5 2

N. B. Captain William Semple, of His Majefty’s 86th regiment, 
killed on the 23th inft.

Captain James Rtchardfon, of *j
H. M. 86th Regt. T t  wounded on the 29th inft.

Captain L. M'Laurin, of H. M. j 
86th Regiment, J

(Signed) J. BEETEj B. M.
True Copies,

(Signed) J. A. Grakt, Sec, to Govt.
publifhed by command of His Excellency the Moll Noblo 

the Governor General in Council,
J. Lvmsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt.

F a r t
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Fort'William, Oil. 14, 1803.

A DISPATCH, of which the following is an ex- 
traH , has been received this day, by His Excellency - 
the Moll Noble the Governor General, from His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief.
To His Excellency the Mojl Noble Marquis W elles­

ley, Governor General, &c. &c, &e.
M r Lord,

I  h a v e  the honqr to cnclofe for your LordfhipTs 
information, extract of a letter jut! received from 
Colonel Vandeleur, reporting the arrival of Colonel 
Duderneg, MefTrs. Smith and Lapanet, in his camp.

N o French officer of any confequenee now re­
mains in Scindiah’s lervice, and thofe who do, 
would, I have reafon to believe, willingly avail 
themfcIves of any opportunity of putting themfelves 
under our protedlion.

I have the honor to be, my Lord,
Your Lorclfhip’s molt faithful humble fervrmt,

Head Quarters, (Signed) G. LAKE. - 
Camp Chon hi, ljl September 1803.

'Extrait of a Letter from. Colonel Van del EUR, dated 
Camp, Muttra, the 3 c th Sep!ember 1803.

C olonel Duderneg, and Mctfrs. Smith and La­
panet, having quitted Scindiah’s fervice, came into 
camp this day.

A true Extract,
(Signed) G. A. F . LAKE, Military Sec.

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a 
copy, has been received by His Excellency,the Molt 
Noble the Governor General, from the Honorable 
M ajor General Welldley.

M y
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■ M v Lord, Camp, September x i, 1803*
I h a v e  the honor to enclofe copies of the papers* 

which contain a detailed account of the attack upon, 
and capture of, Baroach. I beg to draw Your Ex­
cellency’s notice to the condinSl of the troops em­
ployed on this ferviee; particularly to that of Lieu­
tenant Colonel Woodington who commanded, to that 
of Major Cuyler and Captain Richardfon of the 86th 
regiment, and of Captain Clitic of the Bombay 
engineers.

I have the honor to be, my Lord,
Your Excellency’s molt obedient,

And faithful humble fervant.
(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

His Excellency the Governor General,  &c. &c. &c.
Publiffied by command of His Excellency the MoH 

Noble the Governor General in Council,
J , L umSden, Chief Sec. to the Govt.

General Orders,  by H is Excellency the Moft Noble the
G overnor G eneral in Council.

Fort William, OBober 1 4 ,  1 8 0 3 .

T H E  Governor General in Council derives great 
fatisfadlion from the intelligence, which he has re­
ceived of the reduction of the fort and city of Baroach, 
on th e*29th of Auguft, and of the ability, prompti­
tude, afid gallantry with which that important ferviee 
was accomplillied by the brave officers, and troops, 
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel W ood­
ington of the eftabliffimcnt of Bombay.

His Excellency in Council highly approves the 
condudt of Lieutenant Colonel Woodington in his 
judicious and fpirited exertions for the early reduction

* Thefe papers were published hi the Gazette Extraordinary of 
the 4th October.

Of
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of the place; in diredfing the operations of the liege;

% in his feafonable determination to affault the fort; 
and in the difpolition which he made of the troops 
under his command, with a view to fecure the rapid 
fuccefs of that gallant attack.

The Governor General in Council fignifies his 
particular approbation of the valor and judgment 
mamfefted by Major Cuyler of His Majefty’s 86th 
regiment, throughout the fervice at Baroach, and in 
commanding the ftorm of the fort, arid by Captain 
Richardfon of the fame corps in leading the affault.
His Excellency in Council alfo obferves, with parti­
cular fatisfa&ion, the conduct of Captain Cliffe, of, 
the engineers of Bombay/

To all the officers and troops, European and 
Native, employed on this honorable occafion, His 
Excellency in Council lignilies his high commend­
ation.

Tire Governor General in Council laments the lofs 
of Captain W . Semple of His Majefly’s 86th regi­
ment, killed on the 25th of Auguft, and of the few 
brave men who fell before Baroach. It is a great 
fatisfadtion, however, to obferve, that an acquifition 
fo important Ihould have been fecured with the lofs 
of only one officer and of fo few foldiers.

In bearing a due teftimony to the merits of the 
officers and troops employed in the reduction of 
Baroach on the 29th of Auguft, the Governor Ge­
neral in Council remarks, that on the fame day, 
diflinguiffied by the commencement of the victorious 
career of the army of Bengal, under the perfonal 
command of His Excellency General Lake, upon 
the frontier of Oude, the army of Bombay at the 
wettern extremity of the peninfula of India, effected 
a fervice of the motl arduous nature, with a limilar 
fpirit of alacrity and courage.

fa the courfe of an extenfive and complicated 
fyftem ot military operations, the glorious fuccefs of

our
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our- arms fince (he commencement of this war has 
been uniform in every part of India : the able and 
gallant officers and troops of His Majefty’s fervice, 
and of the feveral eflablbiun ents ot the three Prefi- 
dencies, have been actuated by equal fentimentsof 
public fpirit and honor, and have co-operated with 
equal ardor and fuccefs in an united effort to 
accompliffi the juft objects of the allies. rl he Go­
vernor General’in Council confides in the jufiice of 
our raule, in the unanimous zeal of the three Prefi- 
dencies, and in the continued co-operation of their 
refpeCtive refources and power, that the views of the 
confederate chieftains will be fpeedily fruftrated by 
the complete refioration of peace and tranquillity to 
the provinces of Hindotlan and the Delean, which 
have been difturbed by the ambition and violence ot 
the enemy.

The Governor General in Council directs, that 
copies of this order be tranfvnitted to the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council at Fort St. 
George, and to the Honourable the Governor in 
Council at Bombay, to be publiffied to the armies 
Ofthofe Presidencies respectively.

By command of His Excellency the Moll Noble 
the Governor General in Council,

(Signed) L. BOOK,
Sec. to the Govt. Mil. Depf.

Fort IVil/iam, October 1 8 ,  1 8 0 3 .

AUTHENTIC advices have been received by 
His Excellency the Molt Noble the Governor 
.General, containing the important intelligence, that 
on the 23d of S( pt ember an action took place near 
the Adjuntee Pats in the D< kan, between the forces ' 
under the command of the Honorable Major Ge­
neral Wellelley and the main body of the combined

n army
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army of the confederate chieftains Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, and the Rajah of Berar; in which, alter a levere 
engagement which Jafled for three hours, the enemy 
was completely defeated, and ninety pieces of cannon 
were taken by the Britifh troops at the point ot the 
bayonet-

Onr lot's has been fevere in this glorious and 
brilliant victory.

The official difpatches have not yet been received 
from the Honorable Major General Welk-fley.

Publifhed by command of His Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General in Council,

J .  LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt.

Fort William, OBober igth, 1803.
THE following dispatch, received lad night by 

exprefs, is publifhed by order of His Excellency the 
Moll ISIoble the Governor General in Council.
To Captain Armstrong, sitting Military Secretary

to His Excellency the Mojl Noble the Governor
General.

Sir ,
I  REQUEST you will be pleated <0 date to His 

Excellency the Mofl Noble the Governor General, 
that the Barabatty fort has this inflant been taken 
by alTault.

Lieutenant Colonel Clayton, of the 20th Bengal 
regiment, who commanded the attack, not having 
yet made his report to me, l am not enabled to for­
ward to you for His Excellency's information, the 
regular details of this lucreft; but 1 underfland lips 
conduct, and that of the troops under Iris otders, to 
have been moll honorable and brilliant.

rIhe fort refs is of confiderable flrength, and was
vigoroufly
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.^^w g f^o u h y  defended; added to which, every poffible 

obflrnetjon was prepared by'the enerny,
, Our lots on this Deration, I truth has not been very 

conn lerable; I {hall have the honor of forwarding^ 
to you, for His Excellency’s information, returns ot
the whole to-morrow.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your moll obedient fervant,

(Signed) GEO. II \R C O U R T ,
Lieut. Col, commanding in Cuttack, and Military See. to 

His Excellency the Mo/l Noble the Governor General.
Cuttack, the 14/A O&ober 1803, 1 P.M.

T he detailed tlalement of the combined operations 
by which the valuable province ol Cuttack has been 
occupied by the Britifh troops, will be pubhfhed in. 
a Gazette Extraordinary to-morrow.

His Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor 
General in Council is pleated to make the following 
appointments.

Lieutenant Colonel George Hareourt to com­
mand the troops in the province of Cuttack.

Lieutenant Colonel George Hareourt and John 
Molvill, Efq. Commiffioners for the fettlement of 
the province of Cuttack.

By command of His Excellency the M od Noble 
the Governor General in Council,

J. LUM SDEN, Chief, Sec. to the Govt.

General Orders, by His Excellency the Mo/l Noble the 
G overnor G eneral and  Captain G eneral .

Fort William, OSlober 18, 180J.
A roval fa lute to be fired to morrow morning 

at funrife, in honor of the reduction, by affault, of
n 2 the
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the Barabatty fort at Cuttack, on the 14th inflant, by 
the troops under the cmpmand of Lieutenant Colonel 
Harcourt, by which gallant alt ion the conqueft of 
the valuable province of Cuttack, has been completed .

By His Excellency’s command,
(Signed) JAS. ARMSTRONG,

Actg. M il. Sec.

Fori IFilliam, Q8 ober at, 180J.
A DISPATCH, of which the following is an 

extra!!, has been this day received by His Excellency 
the Mod Noble the Governor General, from His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief.

Tallis Excellency, theMo/l Noble Marquis W ellesley, 
Governor General, &c. &c.

M y Lord,
F inding it impoffible to make approaches again ft 

this place, as long as the leven battalions of the 
enemy, who remained here, were in pofleflion of the 
town of Agra, of an encampment with a large num­
ber of guns on the glacis, and of the ravines with 
which the fouth and fouth-weft face of the fort is 
jfurrounded, I determined to dillodge the enemy from 
the town, and occupy the ravines this morning, 
which will anfvver as trenches, and afford complete 
cover for carrying on our works.

With this view I ordered Brigadier General Clarke, 
who was encamped with his brigade in the rear of 
the town, to take pofleflion of it, at the fame 
time that three battalions advanced to occupy the 
ravines.

The attacks have fuccecded, and the town as well 
as the ravines are now occupied by onr troops.

Lieutenant



-Lieutenant Colonel M'Cullock, Major Haldane, 
and Captain Worfeley, led the battalions that ad­
vanced on the ravines. Every praife is due to thofe 
officers, who performed -every thing required 'o f 
them, with the greateft alacrity and fteadineis.

I am forty, to lay that a number of men have been 
killed and wounded as well as officers, owing to their 
high fpirit and anxiety to poffcfs thenifelves of the 
enemy’s guns; they quitted the ravines and gained 
the glacis, driving the enemy from their pofiiion } 
in effedting which, from being clofe under the fort, 
they were expofed to a very heavy fire.

My thanks are due to the Honorable Major Ge­
neral St. John, for his fpirited conduit in advancing 
at the head of the ad battalion of the 2d Native 
infantry, which I found it necelfary to order up to 
fupport the attack.

Brigadier General Clarke, in his attack, on the 
town, met with confiderable refinance, which, by the 
gallant conduit of the officers -and men under his 
command, was at length furmounted. I feel myfelf 
under particular obligations to Lieutenant Colonel 
White, who commanded five companies of the i6fh 
regiment Native infantry, for his judicious,and gal­
lant conduit on this day.

I feel rnvfelf under the greateft obligations to Lieu­
tenant Colonel Gerrard, Adjutant General, who 
undertook to point out to Lieutenant Colonel 
M* Cut lock the road he was to purlue, and i am forry 
to report that in the performance of this duty he re­
ceived a very fevere contufion; but I trull it will 
not be attended with any ferious confequences.

Major Thomas, of the 14th Native infantry, is, I 
am forry to add, very fcverely wounded ; his exer­
tion- throughout this day were moll meritorious.

Lieutenant Hay ot the artillery, who went with 
5 a detachment

'  G° l ^ x
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v ' ; t? a detachment of that corps to bring off the enemy's 

guns, merits my approbation for his fuccefsful ex­
ertions in thisferyice.

To Mr. Lucan’s information and exertions on 
this occasion, as well as on every other, I feel myfelf 
much indebted.

, I have the honor to be, my Lord,
Your Lordthip’s mod faithful humble fervanf, 

(Signed) G. LAKE.
Head Quarters,

Camp before Agra, October to, 1803.
P. S. A lift of the gums taken fhall be forwarded 

to-morrow.

Lift of Officers wounded.
"Fird Battalion 14th Regiment Native Infantry.—

Major Thomas, and Lieutenant Rote, badly. En- 
fign Oliver, flightly.

With Colonel Clarice. —- Lieutenant Beagham, 
artillery; Lieut. 'Whitaker, infantry, feverely;
Lieut Grant, infantry, feverely, and miffing.

Staff.—Lieut. Colonel Gerard, Adjutant General.
15th Reg. Native Infantry.—Lieuts. Perry and 

Addifon, flightly.
A more correct lift fhall be fent the moment it can 

be obtained.
(Signed) G. L.

Puhlilhed by command of His Excellency the Molt 
Noble the Governor General in Council,

J. L cjmsden, Chief Sec, to the Govt.

Fort William, October 22, 1803. *
TH E following extract of a difpatch, received 

this day, is publiihed by command of His Excellency
tilts.
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' '  - Moft Noble the Governor General in Coun­

cil.

T o  C apta in  Armstrong, A t lh ig  M i l i ta r y  Secretary U  
H is  Excellency the M o ft  N oble  the G overnor G eneral.

S ir ,
I had the honor of briefly Hating to you ycfler- 

day, for the information of His Excellency the Moft 
Noble the Governor Genera! that the tort 'of Barra- 
butty had been taken by at fault, by a party of the 
troops under, my command directed to perform this 
fervice under the orders of Lieutenant Colonel Clay­
ton of the 20th Bengal regiment. 1 now have the 
honor to acquaint you, for His'Excellency’s inform­
ation, with the further details of this operation.

On the night of the 12th, a Ipot was fixed on for 
a 12-pounder battery, diftant about 500 yards from 
the outer gate of the fort. This battery was completed 
on the night of the 13th, and the 12-poundcr placed 
in it, together with two howitzers and two 6- 
pounders, the whole of which opened their fire on 
the morning'of the 14th. By eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon, moil of the defences on the fouth face of 
the fort, againfl which our fire was d'ncfted, were 
taken off, the enemy’s guns iilenced, and every ap­
pearance prornifed Juceefs: upon which I directed 
Lieutenant Colonel Clayton to advance w ith  otie 
6-pounder, and a party of artillery men, two hundred 
Europeans from lb s  Majefty’s 22d; and the Madras 
European regiment, and four hundred Sepoys from 
the 2 cth Bengal, and the 9th and 19th regime in a of 
Madras Native infantry.

The party had to ’pats over a narrow bridge, and 
under a very heavy, but ill- directe d fire of marquetry 
from the fort, to whit h they were ex poled for forty 
minutes. They at length fureceded in blowing open 
foe wicket (the ram m ing part of the gate having

been
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■s’Z b fen  fortified with thick noafles of flotie). Having 

once ac< ompliihed this, the party entered jfingly ;■ and 
although they met with confiderable refillance whiUt 
entering the fort, and palling two other gates, the 
Britilh troops were loon completely victorious.

I cannot loo highly praifc the conduft of Lieute­
nant Colonel Clayton and that of the officers and 
troops under his command : the whole party mani- 
fefted a 'degree of perfevering Ueadinefs and bravery 
that does them infinite honor.

The. fort of Barrab'utfy is of confiderable Itrength, 
and, with the except ion only of the bridge over which 
our party pa fled, is inacceflible, as it is furrotinded 
by a ditch from 35 to 135 feet broad, and twenty feet 
depth of water in it.

1 am happy to acquaint you, that our tots has not 
been confiderable; but I have to report with regret, 
that Captain Kenny of the 19th regiment Madras 
infantry, Captain Hurl done'of His M ajeltySaid 
regiment, arid Lieutenant Faithful of the Bengal ar­
tillery, arc wounded, though not dangeroully ; their 
conduct was highly meritorious, as well as that of 
every other officer on the florming party.

Returns of the killed and wounded are enciofed.
1 cannot omit exprelfing, in the fr rouge ft manner, 

the high fenfe i entertain of the fervices of Captain 
Blunt, field engineer, who has been throughout our 
campaign iridefatigably active; and of Captain 
Hetzler, of the Bengal artillery, whofe well-diiedted 
fire from the battery was of eminent tervice.

The lols of the enemy within the fort was very 
confiderable, and many were drowned in the ditch, 
when endeavouring to eficape.

I fhould not omit mentioning that a Hand of 
colours of the enemy was taken by the detachment 
of His Majefty’s 22d regiment, a fecond fiand of co­
lours by the 20th Bengal regiment, a third by the 9th

Madras
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Madras Native regiment, and a fourth by the 19th 
Madras Native, regiment: and for the difpofal of 
Which 1 hope to be honored with His Excellency’s 
commands.

The zealous and efficient fervices o f M ajor of Bri­
gade Ihptnpfon demand my warmeft acknowledg­
ments, and 1 muft further beg leave to report to you 
for His Excellency’s information, that the general 
condodt of the whole force under my command has 
been fuch as to merit; the moft favorable reprefenUw- 
iion of their fervices to His Excellency’s notice.

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. &c.
(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT,

Lm U , Colonel commanding in Cuttack ,  and Military 
Secretary to H is Excellency the M oji Noble the Go­
vernor General.
L m l Bang Fort, Cuttack, October 15, 1S03,

I
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JJetarrc c /  Me Killed and Wounded of His MajeJty's and the Honorable Com­

pany’s Troops in the AJfault of the Fort of Barralutty, on the 14.th October,
■under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Harcomt.

Laid Bang Fort, Cuttack, OStoler 15, 1B03. .
" ... ..... ~~k T l TTe  />. W o 'u  N  D E lx T  ~~

E uropean s . N a t iv es .  E u r o pe a n s . N a t iv e s .

to 1 J  I - j CO I I
. a . I . . 1 *S . i s . . . L i

&  £  i O? F 5 08  r  CO cn  i «  W  “ CO I to  I U, y j  i a-  S s i s  s # . . S i g c j )  . Sis;^ til® .
Q. s  ,oJ g s  rS 'S '2  .»» 5 s .  2 ; s  “  J  a 3  .3 jrg m  a  nr

__ U J  & £  H <g Affi Z £  H 5  p  .£ £  H 5  :£,;K Z * i  H
Detach. Ben. Artillery 1 1 o
Detach.H. M. sail Reg. 1 1 1 3 ’ 9
iftDiv. Mad. Eur. Reg. 1 1  1 4 5
20th Bengal Nat. Reg. 3 3 j
1 ft Bt. 9th Rg. Mad. N. i. j 1 j
rftBt. i9thRg.Mad.N.I. 1 1 * j 912

Total 2 2  3 3 2 ij 1 1216. 2j j 1013

Captain Hurlftone, of His Majefty’s 22d regiment, 1
Captain Kenny, of the ift bat. 19th regt. Madras Native infantry, l  wounded,
lieutenant Faithful, of the Bengal artillery, j

(Signed) FRAS.THOMPSON, Major of Brigade.
Pubiifhed by command of His Excellency the Moll Noble the Gov. Gen. in Council,

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt,
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' Orders, by His Excellency the Mofi Noble the 

Governor General in Council,

Fort William, October 22, 1803.
THE Governor General in Council notifies to 

the army, his high approbation of the meritorious 
fervices of the officers and troops erbployed under 
the able conduct of Lieutenant Colonel George 
Harcourt, in the expedition prepared under the 
fpecial orders of His Excellency in Council, for 
the occupation of the valuable province of Cut­
tack.

His Excellency in Council obferved with great 
fatjsfablion the judgment, Hull, and firmnefs mani- 
felfed by lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, in directing 
the movement of the divifion of the troops which 
entered the province of Cuttack from Ganjam.

The difficulties oppofed to the progrefs of the 
troops by the peculiar nature of the country, by the 

„ period of the feafon,, and by the retiftance of the 
enemy, were furmounted by Lieutenant Colonel 
Harcourt, and by the brave officers and troops under 
his command, with the fame fpirit of gallantry and 
perfeverance, which has fecured the luecefs of every 
operation of the Britifh army in every part of India 
during this glorious campaign..

The Governor General in Council highly approves 
the judicious arrangements prepared by Lieutenant 
Colonel Harcourt, for the fiege and aflault of the 
fort of Barrabutty at Cuttack, and the fpirited exer­
tion by which that important fervice was executed 
with fuecefs and honor, on the 14th infraot.

His Excellency in Council directs Lieutenant 
Colonel Harcourt to fignify his diftinguifhed ap­
probation of the merits of Lieutenant Colonel Clay- 
top, of the Bengal 20th regiment Native infantry, 
who commanded the attack, and of the fteadinefs 

o 2 and
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bravery of all the officers and troops e m p l o y e r ..1
in the affault of the fort.

It affords confiderable fatisfaition to the Governor 
General in Council to remark, that this important 
fervice has been effected with fo little lofs, and Ills 
Excellency truils, that Captain Hurlfione, of His 
Majefiy’s azd regiment, Captain Kenny, of the 19th 
regiment of Madras Native infantry, and Lieutenant 
Faithful, of the Bengal artillery, will fpeedily be 
reftored to the public fervice, in which their courage 
and refolution have already been diftinguiffied.

The Governor General in Council expreffes his 
fbnfe of the activity, zeal, and ufeful fervices of 
Captain Blunt, field engineer in Cuttack, and alfo 
of the conduit of Captain: Metzler, of the Bengal 
artillery.

The colours taken in the affault of the fort of 
Cuttack by the detachments of His Majeily’s 22d 
regiment, the 20th Bengal Native regiment, and 
the 9th and 19th Madras Native regiments, are to 
be publicly difplayed in the fort of Cqttack, and 
afterwards lodged in the principal building in the 
fort, with an inlcription fignifyidg the names of the 
corps by which the fiandards were refpeitively taken 
from the enemy.

His Excellency in Council expreffes the faiisfac- 
fton with which he has noticed the zealous and effiv 
cient fervices of Major of Brigade Thompfon.

During the advance of the force under the im­
mediate direction of Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt 
from Ganjam, the conduit of the officers and troops 
employed at Balafore under the command of Captain 
Morgan, of the 7th Bengal Native regiment, and 
of that which marched from Jell afore under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Ferguffon, of the 
fame regiment, merits the publ ic approbation of His 
Excellency in Council.

The Governor General in Council particularly
approves

■ ' " _ _
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\$5_-^»oves the firm and Ikilful condu& of Captain 

Morgan, in directing the difembarkatton of the 
troops at Balafore, and in the judicious occupation and 
maintenance of that petition. His Excellency in 
Council alfo exprefles his juftfenfeof the merito­
rious and ufeful afiiltance rendered by Captain P,
Grant, of the 16th regiment of Bengal Native infan­
try, in the execution of every branch ot the fervice at 
Balafore, and in aiding the progrefs of Lieutenant 
Colonel Ferguflon's detachment. 1

Great advantage has been derived to the fuccets 
of our arms in Cuttack from the ictpec't which hag 
been uniformly obferved by Lieutenant Colonel 
Harcourt, and by all the officers and troops under 
his immediate command, as well as by the detach­
ments co-operating from Balafore add Jellafore, to­
wards the religious eftablithments in Cuttack, anti 
trom the exemplary humanity with which the lives 
and private property of the inhabitants and the fanc- 
tity of the temples and indentions of the Brahmins 
have been protected from violation.

The Governor General notices with peculiar 
pleafure the merits of Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, 
and of the officers and troops ferving in Cuttack, in 
this refpedt, as tending to maintain the honor of the 
Britifh character, and to conciliate the confidence 
and attachment of the inhabitants of that valuable 
province.

By command of His Excellency the Moft Noble 
the Governor General in Council,

L. HOOK., See. to the Govt. Mil. D ep.

Fort William, October 24, 1802. ' 
DISPATCHES, of which the folio wing are ex­

tracts, have been received by His Excellency the 
Mofi Noble the Governor General, from His Ex­
cellency the Commander in Chief.

To

• SoiX /



0 His Excellency the Me ft Noble Marquis W elles*
liBY, Governor General, &e-,, &c. &c.

, M y Lord,
1 h a v e  the honor to enclofe herewith for your 

Lordfhip’s information, a return of the .killed, 
wounded, and miffing, in the affair of the 10th u> 
fiant,

I have the honor to be,
IvIy L ord,

Your Lordlhip’s moft faithful humble fervant,
(Signed) G. LAKE,

Head Quarters,
- Camp before Agra, October 12, 1803,

Return of the Killed, Wounded, and M iffing, in the A ffa ir  
o f  the 10th October 3803.

| m I . . .  £
f  . c * . g| 4' 8 . I

t  I  i  1 f  I  i u  s I f t  t  1-3  , S f l  *  5  - o  - r  i u  £  £  pi -
.2 .* a rg, g $  "  I'B 3 g *S 8. 3_______>£~i£:.aOQ{l. (7) O

f  Killed ~” 7  ~~
Artillery. J  Wounded t 2 1  ,  ,  ,

(Miffing
C Killed 1

2d Bat. 9th Reg. < Wounded r . 2 2 44!
(Miffing ' ,
f  Killed >

>3 Bat. 12th Reg. J  Wounded , |
(Miffing j
I Killed 1

tft Bat. 14th Reg. J  Wounded 1 , T 1 1 2 3 3  2
I Miffing , ,
f  Killed ,

rtt; Bat. 15th Reg. d Wounded 3 1] , .
(Miffing v
f  Killed 1 j .

2d.Bat. 15th Reg. J  Wounded
( Miffing t j
r  Killed ,

id  Bat. 16th Reg. J  Wounded 4
(Miffing

f  Killed 3 3 1 t 29
Total ft Wounded r 5 1 4 2.. 2 y, 5 1 2 7 7

(Miffing |  J | ij  1 i j f

Names
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Names of the Officers killed and •wounded.

Artillery,—Lieutenant Beagham, wounded, 
ad Bat. 9th Regt.—Lieutenant Grant, killed } 

Lieutenant Whitaker, wounded—fince dead, 
ift Bat. 12th Regt.—Lieut. Woolet, wounded.
1 ft Bat. 14th Regt.—Major Thomas, Lieutenant 

Rote, Enlign Oliver, wounded.
rft Bat. x5th Regt.—Lieutenant Perry, wounded,

(Signed) J. GERARD, A d f Gen.

. To His Excellency the Mojl Noble the Marquis W e u . e s  - 
l e y ,  Governor General, &c. &c, &c.

M y  L o r d ,
I have the fatisfadtion to inform your Lordfliip, 

that the battalions who were oppofed to us in the 
affair of the 10th inftant, earxie over laft night, and 
are now encamped near us.

Their number is about 2500.
I have reafon to believe that their compliance witfi 

my terras was chiefly owing to the fevere lofs, and 
complete defeat, they experienced in the affair of 
the 20th inftant. By their own account the lots 
they luftained was upwards of 600 killed.

1 have the honor to be,
M y Lord,

’Siour Lordfhip’s moft faithful humble fervant,
(Signed) G. LAKE,

Head Quarters,
Camp before Agra, 0 Bober 13, 1803.
Publitbed by command of His Excellency the Moft 

Noble the Governor General in Council,
J- Li/ msden, Chief Sec. to the Govt.
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Fort William, October ac, 1803.
A DISPATCH, of which the following is an 

extract, lias been this day received by His Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General, from His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief.

To His Excellency the Mojl Noble Marquis W e l l e s *
l e v ,  Governor General, &c. &c. &e.

y V ' ' y , /  y y ^ y y ' y y j y y r  y  : ' \ y y  y  ■ ■ y y . . " i ' y
M y  L o r d ,

I have the honor to inform your Lordfhip, that 
about noon yefterday I received note No, 1, ad- 
dreffed to the officer commanding in the trenches $ 
in confequence of which I ordered all firing to ceafe 
till four in the evening, and in my anfwer, No. 2, 
defired a confidential perfon might be fent to my 
camp.

About two o’clock, Colonel Sutherland, whom 
they liberated from confinement for that purpofe, 
arrived in my camp with letters No. 3 and No. 4.

As it appeared their with that I fiaould fend an 
officer into the fort, I requefted Captain Salkeld to 
accompany Colonel Sutherland thither with my 
replies No. 5 and 6, to explain to the garrifon 

i the terms on which they would be allowed (0 fur*
render.

Captain Salkeld faw all the native chiefs, and 
found that they were not decided in their, opinions 
on the fubjed. They ftarted feveral difficulties; and 
vyhillt he was endeavouring to remove thefe, the 
firing from the fort recommenced, without any evi­
dent caufie, which induced him to return to camp.

Being defirous, from motives of humanity, to in- ' 
duce them to M en to my terms, a iDeflenger, in­
truded with a letter from me, was again tent this 
morning. They have refuted however all inter- 
courte, from which I am inclined to think that their 
only object yefterday was to gain time.

2 My
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grand batteries will open on the morning of 

the 16th, and I have reafon to think that loon after­
wards a practicable breach will be effected.

I have the honor to be,
M y Loan,

Your Lordfifip’s mod faithful
And humble fervanf,

(Signed) G. LAKE.
Head Quarters,

Camp before Agra, October 14, 1803.

No. 1.
To the Officer commanding opfojite Mader Ghur,

S i r ,

The fort demands a eeflafian of hofUHties, and 
are going to fend terms to camp.

(Signed) G. W . HESSING.
Oftober 13, 1803.

No. 2.
To Colonel G. W . H essskg, &c. &c. &c.

S t R ,

Hoflilitics will ceafe till four o’clock this evening, 
before which time a confidential perfon is expected 
to be feat into camp with the terms propofed. If he 
does not arrive belore that hour, hofiiiities will re­
commence.

The perfon who comes will be treated with every 
attention, and allowed to return in perfect lafcty.

I have the honor to he, Sir ,
Your obedient humble fervant,

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, M l. Sec.
Head Quarters of the Briti/h Army,

October 13, 1803.
p No,
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No. 3.

To His Excellency General L a k b , Commander in Chief, - 

& V .  &c. &c.
S ir ,

W c have the honor to inform your Excellency, 
that notwithfiandingthe pad violent and unwarrant­
able proceedings of the people of the fort, they have 
at laft become a little more reafonahle, from our 
repeatedly telling them that any further red ft a nee 
on their part would avail them nothing, but, on the 
contrary, would exafperate your Excellency and the 
troops under your command, fo as to exterminate 
the. whole of them if a ftorm took place. Their 
commandants have confequently come to us this 
forenoon in a body, and requefted of us to forward 
to your Excellency the accompanying propofa! for 
the furrender of the fort, to which their relpedtive 
names are affixed

Should any unforeseen deviation from their pro- 
pofal take place, as we are ltill their prifoners, we 
hope your Excellency will not impute to us the 
blame.

Their propofal is to deliver up the fort, guns, 
ftores, &c. to your Excellency, at any time after 
the receipt of this you may think proper; protection 
to themfelves and private property, after delivering 
up the Sircar’s arms and property; and be allowed 
to remain in the city, or to go wherever their families 
may be.

We have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your Excellency’s mod obedient humble fervants, 
(Signed) G. W. HESS I N G.

H. SUTHERLAND,
Fort Hgra, O&ober 13, 1803.

No.
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No. 4.
AH the officers of the fort of Akberabad give in 

Writing the following engagement:
Whereas a mifunderftanding had taken place with 

Colonel George William Hefting, at the mitigation 
ot the Sepoys, all the officers and Sepoys do give in 
writing this engagement, that we will implicitly 
abide by whatever the faid Colonel may adjuft on 
our part with General Lake, for the fecurity of our 
lives, properties, effects, and honor. W e have 
agreed to inveft the faid Colonel with full powers 
for this purpofe.—This engagement is covredt.—•
Dated the 25th Jemmaudee-oo-Saunee 1218 (n th  
or rath October).—Signed by fifteen officers, Ma- 
hornedans and Hindoos.

No, 5.
To Colonel G eorge H essing, Mr. Sutherland,

& e .  & c .  & C .

G entlemen,
Your letter has been received.
On the terms propofed in the laft paragraph of 

your letter, I allow the garrifon to march out with 
protection to themfelves and private property.— After 
delivering up the Sircar’s arms, treafure, or any 
other public property, thofe who belong to the city 
may remain there, the others allowed to go where 
their families may be.

! have the honor to be, G entlemen,
Your obedient humble fervatif,

(Signed) G. LAKE.
Bead Quarters, Britijh Camp,

Qtlober 13, 1803.

, p a  No,
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Ilfs Excellency General Lake engages, that all 
the officers and Sepoys who arc within the l'ort of 
Akberabad, {hall be allowed to proceed in the molt 
honorable manner, with their clothes, whitherfoever 
they may choofe. No interruption whatever will be 
givers to thole officers and Sepoys, their families and 
children. But all arms and military weapons, 
rmrfkcts and guns, carts and carriages, and treature, 
which may be within the fort, fhall belong to the 
Company.

They (officers, &c.) fhall not be allowed to carry 
out of the fort any money or cfFcdts of the above 
defeription.

The officers, &c, are required to fpecify in writing 
the hour at which they may determine with the 
bearer of this engagement to furrender the fort, in 
order that the Britilh troops may enter the fort.

God is vritnefs to the iincerity of this engagement,

Publifhed by command of His Excellency the 
Molt Noble the Governor General in Council,

J. L um sden , Chief Sec. to the Govt.

Fort William, 0 Staler 28, 1803.
A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy, 

has been received this day, by His Excellency the 
Moli Noble the Governor General, from His Ex­
cellency,the Commander in Chief.

To Jlis Excellency the M ojl Nolle Marquis W elles- 
l e y , Governor General, &c. &c. &c.

M y  L ord,
I have the pleafure to inform your Lordlhip, that 

the important fortrefs of Agra, termed by the na­
tives “  The Key of Hindoftan,” capitulated lait

niglit,
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night, and the garrifon. confiding of between 5 and 
6000 men, marched out at noon this day, when the 
place was immediately occupied by our troops under 
the command of Brigadier General M'Donald.

The only terms required by the garrifon were 
protection to their perfons and private property, 
which was agreed to on my part.

I attribute the early furrender of this place 
to the great im predion our breaching batteries, 
which opened yefierday morning within 350 yards, 
made on the walls, and which would have caufed 
n practicable breach in a few hours more battering.

To Colonel Horsford of the artillery, and Captain 
Wood of the corps of engineers, as well as to every 
other officer in thofe two corps, I  feci inyfelf under 
great obligations for their unremitted exertions on. 
this occafiori, and to which 1 principally attribute 
my early fnceefs againft this place.

I have the pleafure to lay our lofs, fince the con- 
ftrudtion of the batteries, has been very trifling.
Three European artilkry-nien, and three Golua- 
dauze, killed, are the only cafualties.

A return of the ordnance, ftores, 8tc. found in the 
fort, I fhall have the honor to forward for your 
Lordfliip’s information to-morrow.

I have the honor to be,
M y Lord,

Your Lordthip’s moil faithful humble fervant,
(Signed) G. LAKE.

Head Quarters, Agra,
October 18, 1803.

Publifhed by Command of His Excellency the 
Mofi Noble tiie Governor General in Council,

J. Lu msd en, Chkf Sec. to the Govt.

Garrifon

•G0|V \ '
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Garrifon Orders, by His Excellency the Mojl Noble the 

Governor General and Captain General.

Fort William, October 28, 1803.
A royal falute to be fired immediately from the 

ramparts of Fort William, in honor of the furrender 
of the important fortrefs of Agra, on the 1 7th intlant 
at night, to the forces under the perfonal command 
of His Excellency General Lake.

A general dilcharge of the artillery on the ram­
parts of Fort William, followed by a feu de joie from 
all the troops in garrifon, to take place at funfetthis 
evening, and to be anfwered by the artillery at Dum 
Dum, and by the troops at Barrackpore.

Extra batta to be ferved to the European troops 
in garrifon.

J .  ARMSTRONG,
■ Ailing Military Secretary.

General Orders, by His Excellency the Mojl Noble the 
Governor General in Council.

Fort Willi am, October ay, 1803.
A ll officers now at the Prefidency on leave of 

* abfencc from their corps, whether on account of 
their health, or their private affairs, are immediately 
to report tbemfelves to the officer commanding at 
the Prefidency ; and all officers who may hereafter 
arrive at the Prefidency, are to report their arrival to 
him.

(Signed) THOS. HILL,
1Jl AJJiJl. Sec. Mil. Dept.

Government
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Governm ent H oufe, Friday, October &8, 3803, 
T here will be a levee at the Government Houfe, 

on Monday next, the 31ft inftant, at ten o’clock.
Captain Britlow will receive the cards of fuch 

pcrfons as may be dcfirotW of being prelented to the 
Governor General.

Aides de camp in waiting on Monday next, Cap­
tains Briftow and Camac.

B. CAM AC, A id  de Cam p,

His Excellency the Moll Noble the Governor 
General will hold a public durbar at nine o’clock iu 
the evening of Monday the 31ft intlaot, for the 
purpofe of receiving the congratulations of the na­
tives of rank and foreign vakeels at the Prelidency, 
on the late glorious fuccefs of the Britilh arms ia 
Hindoftan and the Dekan.

By order of His Excellency the M olt Noble the 
Governor General,

N . B. EDM ONSTONE,
P e r , Sec. to G o v t.

F o rt W illiam , O ct. 30, 1803.
DISPATCHES, of which the following are ex­

traits, have been received this day by His Excel­
lency the Moft Noble the Governor General; from 
the Honorable Major General Wellelley.

a Gamp
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Camp at JJJje, September 24, 1 803,

Mv Lord,
I  w a s  joined by Major Hill, with the la ft of the 

convoys expelled from the river Kiflna on the i 8th, 
and on the 20th was enabled to move forward to­
wards the enemy, who had been joined in the courfe 
of the lait feven o» eight days by the infantry under 
Colonel Pohlman, by that belonging to Begum 
Siimroo, and by another brigade of infantry, the 
name of wnofe-commander I have not yet afcertained.
The enemy’s army was collelied about Bokerdun, 
and between that place and Jaffierabad.

I was near Colonel Stevenfon’s corps on the a i d ,  
and had a conference with that officer, in which we 
concerted a plan to attack the enemy’s army with 
the divifions tinder our command on the 24th in the 
morning, and we marched on the *?d, Colonel Ste- 
venfon by the wefiern route, and I by the eaftern 
route round the hills between Budnapur and Jalna.

On the 23d I arrived at Naulniab, and there re­
ceived a report that Scindiah and the Rajah of fle- 
larhad moved off in the morning with their cavalry, 
anrl shat the infantry were about to follow, but 
were ft ill in camp at the ditlance o f about fix miles 
from .he ground on which I had intended to encamp.
It was obvious that the attack was no longer to be 
delayed ; and having provided for the fecurity of my 
baggage and ftores at Naulniab, I marched on to at­
tack the enemy.

I found the whole combined army of Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Berar encamped on the bank of 
the Kaitna river, nearly on the ground which I had 
been informed that they occupied. Their right, 
which confided entirely of cavalry, was about Bo- 
kercluh, and extended to their corps of infantry, 
which were encamped in the neighbourhood of Af-

fyc.
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v ': lye. Although t  came firft in front o f their right,

I determined to attack their left; as the defeat of 
their corps of infantry was mo ft likely to be effectual* 
accordingly I marched round to their left flank, co­
vering the march of the column of infantry by the 
Britifli cavalry in the rear, and by the M arhatta and 
Myfore cavalry on the right flank.

W e pafled the river Kaitna at a ford beyond the 
enemy’s left flank, and I formed the infantry imme­
diately in two lines, with the Britifti cavalry, as a 
referve, in a third, in an open fpace between that 
river and a nullah running parallel to it. The 
Marhatta and Myfore cavalry occupied the ground 
beyond the Kaitna on our left flank, and kept in 
check a large body of the enemy’s cavalry, w hich had 
followed our march from the right of their own po- 
fltion.

The enemy had altered the pofitipn o f their in­
fantry previous to our attack ; it was no longer,, as 
at firft, along the Kaitna; but extended from that 
river, acrofs to the village of Aflye, upon the nullah 
which was upon our right. W e attacked them im­
mediately, and the troops advanced under a very 
hot fire from cannbn, the execution of which wds 
terrible. The picquets of the infantry, and the 74th 
regiment, which were on the right of the firft and 
lecond lines, fufFered particularly, from the fire of 
the guns on the left of the enemy’s pofition near 
Aiiye. The enemy’s cavalry alfo made an attempt 
to charge the 74th regiment, at the moment when 
they were mo ft expofed to this- fire, but they were 
cut up by the Britifh cavalry, which moved on at that 
moment. At length the enemy’s line gave way in, 
all directions,, and the'Britifti cavalry cut in arnon^ 

broken infantry; but fbme of their corps went 
off in good order, and a fire was kept up on out 
troops from many of the guns fropj which the enemy

q had
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had been firfi driven, by individuals who bad beetl 
palled by the line under the iuppofitioii that they 
\vcre dead.

lieutenant Colonel Maxwell with the Britifh ca­
valry, charged one large body of infantry which had 
retired, and was formed again, in which operation 
lie was killed; and ibme time elapted before we 
could put an end to the ftraggling fire which was 
kept up by individuals from the guns from which the 
enemy’ were driven. -The enemy’s cavalry alfq, 
which had been hovering round us throughout the 
adslon, was fiili near us, At length, when the 
lad formed body of infantry gave way, the whole 
went off, and left in our hands ninety pieces of 
cannon.

This victory, which was certainly complete, has 
however coft us dear. Your Excellency will per­
ceive by the enclofed return, that our lots in officers 
and men has been very great; and in that of Lieu­
tenant Colonel Maxwell and other officers, whofe 
names are therein included, greatly to be regretted.

I cannot write in too firoug terms of the conduct 
of the troops; they advanced in the beft order, and 
with the greateft fieadmefs, under a moft deftrudUve 
fire, again ft a body of infantry far fuperior in num­
bers, who appeared determined to contend with them 
tp the la ft, and who were driven from their guns 
only by the bayonet; and notwithftanding the num­
bers of the enemy’s cavalry, and the repeated de- 
monfirations they made of an intention to charge* 
they were kept at a diftance by our infantry.

I am particularly indebted to Lieutenant Colonel 
Harnefs, and Lieutenant Colonel Wallace, for the 
manner in which they conduced their brigades ; and 
to all the officers of the fiaff for the affitlance I re­
ceived from them, The officers commanding bri­
gades; nearly all thofe of the ftaff, and the mounted

officers
a
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officers of the infantry, had their horfes fhot under 
them.

I have alfo to draw your Excellency's notice to 
the conduct of the cavalry, commanded by Lieute­
nant Colonel Maxwell, particularly that of the 19th 
dragoons.

The enemy are gone off towards the Adjuntee 
Ghaut, and I propofe to follow them, as foon as I 
can place my captured guns and the wounded in 
fecurity.

I have the honor to be, M y Loan,
W ith the greated: refpe£t,

Your Excellency’s mod obedient 
And faithful humble fervant,

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

Colonel Stevenfon arrived this morning at Boker- 
dun, and I imagine that he will be here this evening.

J lis Excellency the G overnor G enerali & c . & c . & c .

i| 2 A  Return
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1 I S T  O F  O F F IC E R S  K I L L E J ?  A H D  W O P N I B D .

H is M ajeftys 19th  L ig h t Dragoons.
Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, commanding the ca­

valry, and Captain R. Boyle, killed.
Captains Cathcart and Sale—Lieutenants Wilfon 

and Young, wounded.
Fourth N a tiv e  C avalry.

Captain H. Mackay, agent for public cattle, killed. 
Cornet Meredith, wounded.

F ifth  N a tiv e  C avalry,
Captain J. Colebrooke, wounded.
Lieutenant Bonomi, Adjutant, killed.
Lieutenants Maclepd, Quarter Matter, and Darke, 

wounded.
Seventh N a tiv e  C ava lry .

Captain Mac Gregor, wounded,
F irji B a tta lion  A r tille ry .

Captains Lieutenant Steele and Fowler—Lieutenants 
Lindfay and Griffith, killed.

H is  M aje/ly's Seventy-fourth  Regim ent. 
CaptainsD. Aytone, A. Dyce, R, Macleod, Pay matter 

of the regiment, and J. Maxwell-Lieutenants 
J. Campbell, J. M. Campbell, J. Grant, R. 
Neillbn, L. Campbell, and M. Morris*—Volunteer 
G. Tew, not on the ttrength, but recommended 
fpr an Enfigncy, killed.

Major S. Swinton—Captain Lieutenant N. J. Moore 
—Lieutenants J. A. Mein, MeMurdo, and M. 
Shawe—Enttgn B. Keornan, wounded.

H is M a je jly s  Seventy-eighth  Regim ent.
Lieutenant J. Douglas, killed.
Captain Lieutenant C. McKenzie—Lieutenants J. 

Kinlock and J. Larkin—-Knlign J. Bethune, adling 
^djufant, vyounded.

F irfi
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F ir jt  B a tta lio n  Second N a tiv e  Infantry.

Lieutenant Brown, killed.
F ir jl B a tta lion  F ou rth  N a tiv e  Infantry.

Lieutenant Mayor, killed.
Firft Battalion Eighth .Native Infantry.

Lieutenants Davie, Fair, Hunter, and Defgraves, 
wounded.

F ir jl B a tta lion  T en th  N a tiv e  In fan try .

Lieutenant Perrie, killed.
Lieutenant Taylor, wounded.

Second B a tta lio n  T w e lfth  N a tiv e  In fan try . ■ 

Lieutenant Colonel Macleod—Major McCally—, 
Lieutenants Bowdler, Harvey, Smith, and De 
Crez, wounded.

(Signed) R. BARCLAY,
D ep u ty  A d ju ta n t G en era l in M y fo r e .

Cam p, Septem ber 30, 1803.
M y Lord,

I h a v e  the honor to enclofe an account of the 
ordnance taken from the enemy in the action of the 
23d inflant. I have reafon to believe that there are 
full four more guns, which were thrown into the 
river by the enemy in their retreat.

We have taken feven fiand of colours, arid the 
enemy loft all their ammunition, although the 
tumbrils having blown up, fome during the action, 
and others during the fucceeding night, we have got 
nothing but the (hot. The ordnance is very fine; 
but I have deftroyed the iron guns, and fhall put 
the brat's guns in a place of fecurity.

The enemy loft twelve hundred men killed in the 
field of battle, and their wounded are fcattered in all

parts
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parts of the country. Tt is reported that Jadoon Row, 
Scind'tah’s principal minifter, received a wound, of 
which he died the day before yeftcrday. Their army 
are in the greateft coofufion and retiring to Bur- 
haunpoor. Colonel Stevenfon has followed them 
down the Adjuntee Ghaut, and I propofe to defcend 
the Ghauts, as foon ns I ihall have placed the 
wounded foldiers in  fecurity.

I have the honor to be, M y Lord,
With the greateft retpedt,

Your Excellency’s mo ft obedient,
And faithful humble fervant,

(Signed) ARTHUR. W ELLESLEY.
f i t s  Excellency the G overn or G en era l, & c . & c .  & e .

A  Return o f  Ordnance taken from  the Enem y in the 
B a ttle  o f  the 23d  September 1803,

' "" .......... ■ C A L F  B R ~E. " "

DESCRIPTION OR j  f
ORDNANCE. | ...........................- . . . . . ^  . ' .  Il g  l § § f i § S i § l ' S e § § 0  

^  "5 '-5 ?  -a  j'5  ^  "v “3 :3 ( ’3  -S :3 -5̂  3  3
r*> O rt O 0\ CO o  •>$- en ?» •-* OO '•£> Vi *»-> O « m «- •« r*<

H»wiO,rrj, Iti'afs -  i  i  is r 7
Guns ditto . . .  6 7 1 1  j i :  412 9 4 69
Ditto Iron - - -  2 2 3 1 4 5 4  22

Total !  8 1 0  j  t 4  j i ]  ! t i  9 4  (  * 1 9 8

The number of tumbrils, and quantity of ammunition anti 
ftores taken, cannot be afeertained, as, after the action and during 
the night, a great number of tumbrils were blown Up.

(Signed) M. BEAUMAN, Capt. Com. Artillery.
C a m p , AJJj/e, tq t/ j. Septem ber 1803.

Publiihed by command of His Excellency the Moft Noble 
the Governor General in Council,

Jf. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt.

Fort

' coî N. ‘
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F o r t W illia m , O ctob er 31, 1803*

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy, 
was yeflerday received from the Secretary to the Ho­
norable the Governor in Council of Bombay.

'To John L umsoen, E fy . C h ie f Secretary to th e S u ­

prem e G overn m en t a t F o r t W illia m ,

S i r ,

I a m  direded by the Honorable the Governor in 
Council to forward to you, for the information of 
His Excellency the M od Noble the Governor Ge­
neral in Council, the enclofed copy o f a difpatch 
under this date, from the commanding officer of the 
forces, with its enclofures, re ced in g  the capitula- 

* tion of Powauglmr.
Major General Nicholls has been detired to  com­

municate to the officer in command, and to the other 
officers and men doing duty at the redudion of 
Champaneer and Powaughur, the entire approba­
tion of Government of their very meritorious fer- 
vices.

f have the honor to be, Sir ,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,
Bombay C a jlle , (Signed) J . A. G RA N T,

Septem ber a 7, 1803. S ec. to G o v t*

f '  " b
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T o  the Honorable J onathan D uncan, E fq , Preftdent 
and Governor in Council.

H onorable Sir,
T he enclofed is a copy of a letter from Colonel 

Murray, giving cover to one from Lieutenant Co­
lonel Woodtngton, refpe£ting the capitulation of 
Powaughur. I have the honor to be, &e. 8cc, &c.

(Signed) O. NICOLLS, M . G .

Bombay, September 27, 1803.

No. 1.
M ajor General N icolls.

S ir ,
1 have the honor to enclofe a letter which I re­

ceived this morning from Lieutenant Colonel Wood- 
ington. It is neceflary to inform you, that the delay 
of this important communication arifes from the 
mifearriage of the Colonel’s letter, although lent in 
duplicate.

Colonel Woodingfon highly praifes the zeal arid 
a&ivity of the troops under his comriiarid, and to 
judge by their fuccefs, the praife is well merited.

Colonel Woodington has in a moll particular 
manner requeued that I Ihould lay the meritorious 
lervices of Serjeant Moore, of His Majedy’s 86th 
regiment, before you. He led the forlorn hope at 
the ailault of Baroach, and behav'ed with the ilt- 
mod gallantry on that occasion. Major Cuyler 
fpeaks highly in favor of his general character,

I have the honor to be, &C. &c.
(Signed) J . M URRAY, Colonel.

H ea d  Quarters, B aroda, September i t ,  1803.
r —s No,
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To Colonel M u r r a y , commanding the Forces in the 
G uzerat.

Sir ,
I n confequence of your communication to me 

lafj night, that you had not received my official 
communication on the furrender of Powaughur by 
capitulation, l have the honor to addrefs you again 
on the fubjeit.

After a breach had been effected in the wall of 
the inner fort, as alfo that another was almoft prac­
ticable in a tower at the angle of the outer fort, 
the garrifon offered to capitulate on the morning 
of the feventeentb, on condition of being pro- 
te6ted in their perfons and private property. To 
thefe terms I agreed, on condition of immediately 
taking pofieffion of the breach in the inner wall with 
a company of Sepoys : they however tacked other 
ftipulations to the capitulation, viz. that I fhould 
agree to pay them the arrears due from Scindiali, and 
that two of the commanders of the Ghikawar ca­
valry with me (amounting to about 300 borfe) fhould 
fign the agreement. To thefe latter articles I would 
on no account agree, and it was not until four P. M. 
■when they found from our continuing to batter that 
I would admit of no delay, that they agreed to the 
original terms, which were immediately carried into 
full effect, by their evacuation of the fort and moun­
tain, of which we took pofTeffion.

If this had not taken place I had made the ne- 
cdlary arrangements for {forming both breaches on 
the morning of the 18th, and I conceive that the 
garrifon were intimidated from a knowledge that, if 

j* they oppofed us on our entering the breaches, their
5 coiurnu-
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communication with the upper fort would be cut off*, 
and they had no other way to efcape than the road 
which led down by our battery.

Gould they have obtained poffeffion of the upper 
fort, or Balia Killa, at the top of the mountain, l  
am inclined to think it utterly impregnable.

I have left Captain CiifFe of the engineers to take 
a plan and view of the forts and works on the moun­
tain, which I doubt not, from his known abilities, 
will be ably executed.

It is with the greatell pleafore that 1 embrace this 
opportunity of fubmitting for your notice, the merits, 
zeal, and great exertions of all ranks on this fervice.

I have the honor to be, &c., &c.
(Signed) H . W OODINGTON,

lia ro d a , September ax, 1803. L ie u t. Cot.
*

Publifbed by command of His Excellency the Moft 
Noble the Governor General in Council,

J. Lumsden, C h ie f  Sec. to the G o v t,  

y—s. a  F o r t
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F o r t W illiam , N ovem ber r, 1803, 

I>TSPATCHES have been received this day from 
the Honorable Major General Weliclley, under date 
the 6 th of October 1803, containing intelligence, that 
on the 5th of October Major General WeUefley 
had received a letter from the enemy’s camp, ligned 
by Ballajee Khoonjur, one of the mirrifters of Dow- 
lut Kao Scindiah, requeuing that Major General 
WeUefley would difpatcb a Britilh officer, together 
frith an officer of the Subahdar of the Dckan, to  
the enemy’s camp, for the purpofe of negotiating 
terms of peace between the allies, and the confe­
derate Marhatta chieftains.

Major Genera] WeUefley had not complied with 
this requeft, but had figuitied his difpofition to re­
ceive at the Britilh camp, with every mark of honor 
and refpedt, any perfon duly empowered by the di­
rect authority of Dowlut Kao Scindiah, or of the 
Rajah of Berar, to propole terms of peace to the 
allied powers.

Publifhed by command of His Excellency the Moil 
Noble'the Governor General in Council,

J .  L u m s i ) £ n ,  Chief Sec. to the Govt.

G eneral

' C0|̂ \
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ventral Orders, by Bis Excellency the Maft Noble the 

Governor General in Council.
Fort William, October 30,, 1803.

TH E Governor General in Council has this dajr 
received from Major General the Honorable Arthur 
Welieflev, the official report of the fgnal and fiplea- 
did vibtory obtained by the troops under the per* 
fonal command of that dift'inguiftfed officer, on th e |
23d of September, at Aflye in the Dckan, over this 
combined armies of Dowiut Rao Sciodiah and the 
Rajah of Berar.

At the clofe of a campaign of the nioft brilliant 
fuccefs and glory in every quarter of India, this 
tranfce'ndent viftory demands a teftimony of public 
honor, equal to any which the ju ftice of the British 
Government in India has ever conferred on the Con- 
daft of our officers and troops in the moll dtffiin- 
guifhed period of our military hiflory.

The Governor in Council highly approves the 
flulful plan formed by Major General Wellefley ot* 
the 21 ft Of September, for precluding the efcape of 
the enemy, and for reducing their combined army 
to the neceffity of,hazarding a general action.

His Excellency in Council alfo fignities his mod 
cordial approbation of the magnanimity, prompti­
tude, and judgment with which Major General 
Wellefley determined upon the inftantaneous attach 
of the enemy on the 23d of September.

During the fevere aftion which enfued, the con- 
duft of Major General Wellefley united a degree of 
ability, of prudence, and dauntlefs fpirit, foldonu 
equalled and never furpavled.

The Governor General in Council ftgnifics his 
war me ft applaufe of the exemplary order and flea- 
dinefs with which the troops advanced under a rnoft 
deflruftive fire, again fl a body of the enemy's in* 
jantry, confiderably in peri or in number, and deter*

mined
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mined to oppofe a vigorous refifiance to our attack,.
The numerous infantry of the'enemy were driven 
from their powerful artillery at the point oi the bay­
onet, with an alacrity and refolution truly worthy 
of Britifh foldiers; and the firmnefs and cl Wb;pi me 
manifefled by our brave infantry, in repelling the 
great body of the enemy’s cavalry, merit the high ell 
commendation.

The Governor General in Council has remarked 
with great fatisfa&ion, the gallant and ikilfi.it con- 
dufil of the cavalry, commanded by lieutenant Co­
lonel Maxwell, and particularly of 11 is Majefly’s 
19th regiment of light dragoons, a corps diftin- 
guifhed in India by a long and uninterrupted courle 
of arduous fervice and of progreffive honor.

But Excellency in Council directs Major General 
Wellefley to fignify to all the officers and troops 
employed on this glorious occafion, and efpecialiy 
to Lieutenant Colonel Ilameis, and to Lieutenant 
Colonel Wallace, who commanded brigades, and 
to the officers of the fiafif, the high fenfe entertained 
by the Governor General in Council o.f their emi­
nent and honorable iervices.

The important benefits refill tirtg from the triumph 
of our artnsjn the battle of Affye are not inferior to 
the fplendor of the aeftion. The immediate confe- 
quences derived from the exertions of that day have 
been the complete defeat of the combined arrayof 
the confederate chieftains; an irreparable blow tQ 
the flrength and efficiency of their military refources, 
efpecialiy of their artillery, in the Dekan; the ex~ 
pulfion of an hodile and predatory army from the 
territory of our ally the Soubahdar of the Dekan; 
and a teafonable arid effectual check to the ambition, 
pride, and rapacity of the enemy.

The profperous refult of tbefe advantages mu ft 
he accelerated by the aufpicious progrefs of our arms 
in other provinces of India ; and it may reafonablj

he *
*
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be expe&ed that the decifive victories gained at 
Delhi and Affye on the i ith and 23d of September4, 
will fpeedily compel the enemy to reftore peace to 
Hindoftan and to the Dekati.

The achievements of our commanders, officers, 
and troops during this campaign, and ef'pecially in 
the fignal victories of Delhi and of Affye, mud in- 
fpire a general fentiment of juft confidence in the 
vigor of our military refourc.es, and in the liability 
of our dominion and power. Our unitorm fuccefs 
in frufirating every advantage of fuperior numbers 
of powerful artillery, and even of obftinate refin­
ance oppofed by the enemy, coriftitutes a fatisfaefory 
proof of the etlablilhed fuperiority of Britifti ditci- 
pline, experience, and valor; and demon It rates, 
that the glorious progrefs of our arms is not the ac­
cidental relult of a temporary or tranftent advantage, 
but the natural and certain efferil of a permanent caufe.

From thefe refledt ions, confolation is to Ire derived 
for the lots of thole lamented and honored officers 
and foldiers, who, animated by the gallant fpirit of 
their General, and emulating the noble example of 
his zeal and courage, facrifreed their lives to the ho­
nor and interefts of their country.

The Governor General in Council greatly regrets 
the lofs of Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell of His Ma- 
jefty’s 19th dragoons, who fell at the head of the 
Britith cavalry, bravely charging a large body of the 
enemy’s infantry. With the utmoft concern His 
Excellency in Council records the names of the va­
luable and excellent officers who have fallen with 
glory at the battle of Affye, in achieving the com­
plete defeat of the enemy, and in eftabiifhing the 
triumph of the Britith arms in the Dekan. Lieute­
nant Colonel Maxwell, Captains R. Boyle, H. Mac- 
kay, D. Aytone, A. Dyce, R. Maoleod, and T . 
Maxwell; Captain Lieutenants Steele and Fowler; 
Lieutenants Bonomi, Griffith, J . Campbell, J. M.

Campbell,

■ G° ix
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Morris, and j  Douglas; Lieutenants Brown, Ms- 
Tor, Ferric, and volunteer Tew.

In teftimony of the high honor acquired by the 
army under the perform! command of Major Gene­
ral Wellefky at the battle of AfFyc, the Governor 
General in Council is pleated to order, that hono­
rary colours, with a device properly foiled to com­
memorate that fplenclid vidlory, be prefented to the 
corps of cavalry and infantry employed on that glo­
rious occafton. The names of the brave officers and 
men who fell at the battle of Afiye will be comme­
morated, together with the circumflances of the ac­
tion, upon the public monument to be created at 
Fort William, to the memory of thole who have 
fallen in the public fervice during the preftent cam­
paign,

The honorary colours granted by thefe orders to 
H is Majetly’s 19th regiment of dragoons, and to the 
74th and 78th regiments of foot, are to be ufed by 
thofe corps while they fhall continue in India, or 
until 31 is Majcfty’s moil gracious pleafure be figni- 
fied through, His Excellency the Commander in 
phief.

His Excellency the .Moft Noble the Governor Ge­
neral, Captain General and Commander in Chief of all 
the land forces terving in the F ail Indies, is pleated to 
dire<St, t hat theft orders be publicly read to (he troops 
under arms, at every station of the land forces in. 
the Eaft Indies, and that the European office!s of 
the Native corps do ca'ufe the lame to be duly ex­
plained to the Native officers and troops.

By command of His Excellency the Moft Noble 
the Governor General in Council,

L. HOOK, Sec- /» the Govt. Mill. Deft.
By His Excellency the Captain General and

Commander in Chief of the Land Forces,
J, A rmstrong, Acting, Mil. See,

Fort

' Gô T\ ' '
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FORT WILLIAM, November 2, 1803.

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy, 
has been this day received, by His Excellency the 
Most Noble the Governor General, from His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief.
To His E x cellen cy  th e  M o st N o b le  M a r q u  xs 

W e l l e s l e y , G o vern o r  G en era l, fyc. <fe.
M y  L o ro ,

I have the honor to enclose for your Lordship’s 
information, correct returns of the ordnance, am­
munition, &c. captured at this place.

I have the honor to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant,
(Signed) G. LAKE

Head Quarters, Camp at Agra, Oct. 1603.

R etu rn  o f  the O rdnan ce , A m m u n itio n , Spc. cap~ 
tu red  a t  the a tta c k  o f  the enem y's camp under 
the m alls o f  the F o r t, and the Town o f  A g r a .

Camp, October 22, 1803.
2 Brass 16 pounders, ^

16 Ditto 6 ditto, \  Mounted on field carriages
7 Ditto 4  ditto, \  with limbers Complete.
1 Ditto 3 ditto,

26 Pieces of different natures.

26 Tumbrils laden with ammunition for the above.
29 Ammunition carriages ditto ditto

REMARKS.
The above ordnance appear to be perfectly 

“ serviceable,” excepting one brass four-pounder, 
which is burst.

x
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whole o f the pieces, are o f  the .same m a ^ S - L  
: fact a re as those captured a t Dehli.

(Signed) J . H O RSFO RD ,

Lieut. Col. Commanding Artillery in the Field.
A true copy,

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Mil. Sec,

Returns of Ordnance Ammunition, &;c. captured 
in the Fort of Agra.

' Camp at Agra, October 22, 1800 .
B R A S S  G U N S .

I Large Gun.— This is the famous piece known 
by the name o f the G reat Gun at Agra.
I t is said to be composed o f  many Metals, 
including all the precious ones. Its ball 
measures 22 inches: such a one, i f  of 
cast iron, weighs nearly loOOlbs.

1 7 £ Pounder.— This gun is said to be o f the
same composition as the above one.

1 20 Pounder. 1 16 d itto
1 10 d itto  1 8 d itto  carronade
5 9  d itto  1 3  d itto  galloper

, I 8 d itto  2 £ d itto
19 6 d itto  I If- d itto
6 5  d itto  3 1 d itto
7 4  d itto  9 W all guns
2  3  d itto  I 12 inch mortar
2 2 d itto  1 8 d itto
5  1 d itto  1 (> inch howitzer
2 18 Pounder carro- 1 5 i  d itto

nudes, 1 41  d itto

7 6  Brass guns, o f diffe­
rent natures.
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gun 's. ’ 6 3  ditto
1 32  Pounder. 4  1 ditto
t 24  ditto 1 1 3  Poundergallopers
1 18 d itto  4 If  ditto
4 12 ditto 4  1 ditto
1 10 ditto 26 Wall guns
! 8 ditto ------
6 6 d itto ' 86 Iron Guns, o f diflFe-
4  5  ditto rent natures.
6 4  ditto 33  Tumbrils
6 3 ditto

ABSTRACT.. t

Brass pieces, of different natures - - - 76
Iron ditto ditto - - - - - 86

162
RE MA R KS .

The brass pieces are in general of the same 
manufacture as those taken in the camp and town.
Of the iron ones, several are what are termed bar 
guns.

The whole are mounted, either on travelling 
carriages with elevating screws, or on country 
block carriages turning on a large pivot. Several 
spare carriages are ready to receive pieces which 
may be broken down.

In the magazines are large quantities o f gun­
powder, shot, rockets, See. 'See. but the precise 
weight and number not yet ascertained.

(Signed) JN O . HORSFORD,
Lieut. Col. Com. Art. in Field.

A true copy, (Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, M il. Sec..

T he following extracts of dispatches, received 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Hareourt and Captain 
Morgan, are published for general information!.
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Jo Captain A rmstrong , ^cif%  Military & c?*H  

*»$ to £T»> Excellency the. Most. Noble the Governor General.
S i r ,

1 request you will have the goodness to report 
to His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 
General, that in obedience to His Excellency’s 
commands, I have proceeded to Gan jam, and 
have this morning assumed the command of the 
field force assembled under His Excellency's 
orders.

I find this force sufficiently supplied with every 
requisite, to enable it to move immediately, and I 
shall in consequence proceed from hence to-morrow .

I expect in three marches to reach the Manicka- 
pafcam River, which I trust I shall pass on the day 
ef my arrival; from thence it is two marches to 
Jaggernaut, where, from the necessary arrange­
ments that must take place, i shall be detained 
some days.

I have the honor to he, Sir,
Your most obediert servant,

(Signed) GEO. HARCOl’RT, Lieut. Col.
V*. l a m p  a t  P i/a g k c e , S e p te m b e r  j I, 1803.

To Captain Armstrovg, Acting Military Secre­
tary to His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General.

Si r ,
I am now Within a short march of the village of 

Manickapatam, where I am told five thousand 
infantry, and two thousand horse, are stationed 
to oppose my passage ; but I am not led to expect 
any serious difficulties in possessing myself to­
morrow morning, (or in the course of this night)
At thfitt post. ° . '

t  have the honor to be, Sir,
1  our most- obedient servant,

(Signed; GEO. HARCOURT, Lieut. Col. 
L a m p  a t  M e e ta c o a h , S e p t . 18, 1803.
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-Captain Armstrong, Acting M ilitary Secre- 
tary to His Excellency the M ost N o o k  the 
Governor General.

Sxu,
I h a v e  the greatest satisfaction in stating to 

you for the information of His Excellency the 
Most Noble the Governor General, that I shall 
not be detained at this place beyond to-morrow, 
when I shall move towards Juggernaut, having- m 
two days passed a river not fordable, near a mile in 
breadth, with all the troops, camp equipage, stoies 
and c<ittlc? See* Sic. I have also latKietl Itoni the 
transport vessels two 18-pounders, with their car­
riages, &c. n r

i f  it had not been for uncommon exertions from 
all corps, each individual and each department 
generally, I could not possibly have so expeditious­
ly effected this operation.

I shall march to-morrow to Nursingapatam, and 
from thence, on the following day, to Juggernaut.

I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, tor the 
information of His Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General, that although I am en­
camped in the midst of a highly cultivated coun­
try, surrounded by villages, whose inhabitants 
have not deserted them, or who having at the 
moment of our first taking possession of this part 
of the province of Cuttack, left their houses, are 
already returned to them, I have not received-a 
single complaint. My bazar is supplied by the 
native inhabitants, and a degree of confidence and 
security is manifested, and I trust, from the mear 
sures I have adopted, is completely experienced 
and established, which leaves me no more reason 
to doubt the continuance of that confidence than 
I have to doubt the continuance iff the security.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) GEO. IIARCOUIIT, Lieut. Col.
Camp at Maniclcapatam, Sept. Id, 1803.
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S ir ,

I b e g  you will W pleased to state to His Excel­
lency the Most Noble the Governor General, that 
ve have this day taken possession of the city of ■ 
Jaggernaut,

Upon application from the chief Bramins of the 
Pagoda, I haye afforded them guards (of Hindoos) 
ami a most Satisfactory confidence is shewn by 
the Bramins, Priests, - and Officers of the Pagoda, 
and by the inhabitants of Jaggernaut, both in 
their present situation, and the"future protection 
of the British Gov ernment.

Prom the general good conduct of the troops 
under my command, and from the strict attention 
which lias been paid to my orders for preventing 
ail interference with the inhabitants and natives, 
framed under the express injunctions of His Ex- 
cellcncv the Most Noble die Governor General, 
not a single complaint has been made to me ; 
though I  have, by every practicable means, in­
vited a direct communication of the least devia­
tion from this important duty.

I humbly beg leave to congratulate His E x­
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General on 
this important acquisition to the British possessions 
in India.

And I have tlfe honor to he, Sir,
Your most obedient arid humble servant,

GEO. HARCOURT, L ie u t .  C o l.
To Captain A u m s t r On o ,

Actiug.Military- Secretary, %c. <jfc. ftc.

L a u l  B a u g  F o r t ,  C u t ta c k , O c t. 24, 1803.
Sin, „

O n the 24 th ultimo, I marched with the force 
under my command from Jaggernaut to Ahmed-

♦ (
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|)t)or- and I. did not reach my ground of encamp­
ment without great difficulty, owing to the ex­
treme badness of the weather, the inundated state 
of the country, and tlje rise o f the N  ullahs crossing 
my line o f march,

* My advanced guard, under the command o f  
Captain Hutchinson o f the 20th Bengal Regi­
ment, was several times annoyed by the enemy, 
hut from the able management of that officer, our 
loss was not severe ; it consisted in three men 
wounded, as appears in the enclosed general 
return.—The loss of the enemy, I understand, was 
considerable.

dhe difficulties that impeded the march of the 
line detained the heavy guns and baggage For five 
days ; when I proceeded to Beirpoorshuttumpoor, 
where X was again detained by the badness of the 
road and weather until the 3d instant

Having thought it expedient to order a force in 
advance from Beirpoorshuttumpoor, I detached the 
acting field officer ot the day, with orders to oc­
cupy a position near Mackundpoor, which service 
again fell to the lot ot Captain Hutchinson : im­
mediately on his leaving camp he discovered the 
enemy .on his flanks inconsiderable force, both o f  
horse and infantry, but he, notwithstanding much 
opposition, most completely carried my orders into 
effect. I regret to state that his loss was not in* 
considerable, it consisted in two killed and twenty- 
one wounded. I  he loss o f the enemy was venr 
p eat from their being frequently exposed to a ' 
heavy discharge o f grape from the six-pounder 
with Captain Hutchinson.

I cannot omit reporting to you for His Excel­
lency’s information, the conduct of Captain Hut­
chinson was most steady, able, and highly meri­
torious.

On the night of the 4 th, I moved' towards
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^  Muckundpoor, when the advance under Lieutenant 

Colonel Clayton was again opposed by the enemy ; 
but from a well-directed and a very destructive 
fire they were completely dispersed, whilst our 
loss consisted of only one pioneer wounded.

From Muckundpoor to the banks of the Kut- 
joory, we met with no opposition from the enemy, 
and my letters of the 11th and following days 
completely detail my subsequent operations.

I have the honor to be.
Sir ,

Your most obedient and humble servant, 
(Signed) GEO. HARCOUftr,

L ie u t .  C o lo n e l C om m a n d in g  in C u t ­
ta ck, a n d  M il i t a r y  S e creta ry  to  
H is  E x c e lle n c y  th e  M o s t  N o b le  
th e G o v e r n o r  G e n e r a l.

R E T U R N
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p la in  A rmstr ong , A c t in g  M i l i ta r y  Secre­

ta ry , #c. <§•<?.
English Factory House, Balusore,

Sir, &pt. SS, 1803.
M y letter of the 3 0 th froih the entrance o f the 

Balasore River, and that of last night, to  Lieut. 
Colonel Fergusson, copies o f  which I requested 
m ight be sent to you for the information of His 
Excellency the M ost Noble the Governor General, . 
&c. ik e . will, in a small degree, have apprized 
you o f the .operations of the detachment which 
his lordship was pleased to honour me w ith the 
command of for the last two d ays; but for his 
better information, I  shall proceed to state circum­
stances in detail from the fleet of transports leaving 
Kedgeree on the 14th  instant.

Owing to adverse winds, the transports, &e. as 
per margin *, only made the Neelgharte Hills in. 
the afternoon of the 17th instant, distant from the 
Bar, a t the entrance o f the Balasore River, about 
sixteen miles.

Early in the morning of the 18th, Mr. W right, 
the Pilot, left the Alexander, and proceeded to 
explore the Bar, and if possible, obtain by amicable 
means some native pilots, b u t without e ffec t; as 
at Bellanghurry House, near to the entrance- into 
the river, was a post o f M ahratta infantry, who in 
tailing to entice him on shore, fired into his boat 
w ithout doing any injury.

Mr. W right then returned to  the Bar, and with 
the assistance o f Mr. Pike, the pilot from the 
George, in another boat, by his perseverance, zeal, 
and superior abilities, found out the channel, and

* Alexander, Anne, George, Charles, Fairlie, Lizard hired 
brig; Scourge gan-vessel, and two Long Boats.

0
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• T ^ ^ ^ t o o k  the proper bearings, &c. for conducting the 

transports over it.
Early in the morning of the l<?th, we observed 

the pilots returning to the Alexander, when the, 
troops on board the Alexander and Anne were 
shifted to the George, Charles, Fairlie, and Lizard, 
with the least possible delay. About ten o’clock, 
those transports, with the gun vessel (leaving the 
Alexander and Anne, with the sick of the detach­
ment:, and the whole of the baggage, See. at anchor) 
moved down for the entrance of the river, but were 
obliged to anchor close to the Bar, to wait for the 
next day’s flood-tide; soon after which came on 
a severe gale of wind, which continued until the 
flood had pretty well made, about nine o’clock in 
the morning of the 20th; when the vessels as per 

v margin * crossed the Bar, entered the Balasore
River, and anchored nearly opposite Bulramghurry 
House; leaving tile Lizard brig at anchor on the 
outside the Bar, Mr. W right being in dread o f 
her striking on it, from the report of her draft of 
water; however, in passing the Bar, we found to 
our great satisfaction full fourteen feet water on it 
at the height of the flood.

One of the Indiamen's long boats was left with 
the Lizard, when the gale should subside a little 
to bring off the two 6-pounders, Re. and the-re­
maining part of the detachment o f Artillery, pro­
portion o f ammunition, See. and w hich joined us 
in the river about five o ’clock in the evening.

The party o f . Mali rat tas stationed at Bulram­
ghurry House, on seeing the vessels coming over 
the Bar, fled towards Balasore.

The Lizard hired brig, being much lightened 
by the detachment of Artillery, two guns, am­
munition, See. taken out of her, Mr. Wright is

> * Scourge gun-vessel, George, Charles, and Fairlie.
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x^ceifMlen^ she can come over the Bar without much 

risk, and Mr. Pike, with another pilot, is left with 
her for that purpose. She could not yesterday 

, attempt it for want o f wind, but I am in great 
hopes it has been accomplished this day* or will 
be to-morrow.

The inhabitants from the villages adjacent to 
the entrance of the river flocked to our vessels, 
and put on board each a native pilot, to conduct 
them up the river to this place; expressing'their 
extreme abhorrence of the savage Mahrattas, and 
congratulating each other on the happy day that ; 
brings them under the British Government.

Between six ami seven o'clock P. M. the fleet 
got under weigh to proceed up the river, but from 
the darkness o f  the night, and a very heavy fall 
o f rain, with the native pilots objecting to pro­
ceed, they were obliged almost immediately to 
come to anchor again.

On the morning of the 21st, the vessels came 
up as far as possible, but finding they made but 
little progress, and hearing different reports that 
a party of Mahrattas who had been detached from 
Balasore to support their posts at the G hauts be­
tween this and Jellasore, was returning by forced 
marches to the defence, or to plunder and destroy 
the town (the latter the most probable report), I 
came to the determination, with the most cordial 
concurrence of Captain Peter Grant, o f imme­
diately quitting the gun vessel and transports, and 
proceeding up the river as far as possible, with two 
six-pounders, &e. and as many fighting men as the 
boats would hold. After two hours great exertion 
we arrived at a clear spot of ground, the ebb-tide 
having set in. YVe were told by some of the in­
habitants that it was only four miles by land to 
Balasore, but that it would take two or three more 
flood-tides to carry us up to it. 1 deemed it ne-

■ e°5 x  $
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^?£^CC8sa.ry to consult with Captain P. Grant on the 

practicability of carrying the town. See. without 
our guns, and he being fully of opinion with me. 
(on our seeing the state of the country leading to 
it) that no time should be lost in making the at­
tempt, in consequence of which we landed near 
3 00  from the boats, rank and die, and directed 
our march towards the town over paddy fields 
inundated from one to three feet in water.

On approaching the town the detachment halted 
to rest and refresh the men, when I made the best 
disposition of my force that I was able for the 
attack.

About this period intelligence was brought me, 
that the military commander of the enemy, by 
name Nana, had put the Fouzdar, Moro Pundit, 
in confinement, because he wished to come over 
to the English; and that Nana, with the force 
under his command, was determined to dispute 
our getting possession of the town and Factory 
House.

The entrance into the town, and until near the 
Factory House, isonecontinued strong defile, which 
we soon found was lined with both cavalry and 
infantry, by their firing on our advanced party; 
but that party pushing forward until very near 
them, and a flanking party I had detached, ap­
proaching’ them at the same period, both giving a 
gteady and well-directed fire; the enemy was in­
stantly routed from their first position with consi­
derable loss; they say in all ten or twelve men fell. 
The detachment kept raoying forward, under a 
tedious fire from the tops of houses, the entrances 
of lanes, and from behind walls and heights, re­
turning a spirited fire at intervals until it gained 
the factory house with a loss only of one Sepoy 
killed, and three wounded, when the whole busi­
ness subsided.

' __
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- Parties were immediately posted in all directions 

outside o f  the Factory House, to keep in awe some 
of the enemy, who were sniping a t us, and from 
.which I attribute his not being able to annoy us 
further.

I had written a letter to More Pundit, the 
Fouzdar, from the entrance of the Balasore R i ver, 
advising him of my having a letter for him from 
His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 
General, &c. and wished he would point out some 
means o f my communicating with him, and for 
which purpose a gentleman with me would be ready 
to meet him, or any person he should depute, i  
received in return a verbal answer of Salam, and 
that be had received my letter.

His Excellency’s letter I sent, immediately after 
gaining possession of the Factory House, to a part 
of the outside of the town called the Marhatta Fort, 
to Moro P a n d it; bu t only a similar answer to the 
foregoing was returned. The men who carried 
the letter informed me, that the enemy was quit­
ting it with precipitation, and at day break this 
morning I took possession of it.

We found in it three old unserviceable iron 
guns on decayed carriages, one apparently a six- 
pounder, another a  four-pounder, and *a one- 
pounder. No shot, or ammunition of any de­
scription. A small quantity of grain of different 
kinds, and two chests, containing papers relative 
to the Sirkar, which shall be taken the greatest 
caje of.

I have directed Ensign Wilson, o f the Engineers, 
to report on state o f the post, which is certainly 
much superior in strength and convenience to the 
one we now possess; likewise on the Factory 
House and Compound; which shall be sent to 
you in the course o f a few days.

1 'he proclamation in English, with a translation
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f  the same in Hindoostanee, were issued this 
morning, and similar ones sent round and pro­
claimed by beat of drum through the town and the 
villages n ear; and it is with peculiar pleasure ! 
report the inhabitants returning to every house in  
great numbers.

Many of the principal inhabitants, merchants, 
&c. waited on me last night and this morning, 
expressing uncommon satisfaction at being taken 
under the protection o f the British government.

I have received the most marked attention, and 
some little information respecting the flight o f the 
enemy, from .Mr. Princely, the Danish resident at 
this place.

By this day’s dawk, I have communicated to 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, or officer  ̂ com- 

- manding at Cuttack, my being in possession of 
this place, 8c c .  See. But I much fear the commu­
nication is n o t open, no dawk for the last three days 

, having arrived here from the Southward; but 
Captain G rant will endeavour this evening to dis­
patch by a private hircarrah a duplicate of the 
same. ” ■■■

The dawk arrived this day, (and has always 
been regular) from Calcutta, but I have received 
no letter from Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson. To­
morrow I shall certainly recei ve an answer to my 
letter to him of the 20th, when every means in our 
power shall be taken to facilitate his approach to 
this place, by pushing towards him a party to col­
lect boats, See. See. at the different Nullahs.

Ihavejustreceived accounts, which I have every 
reason to confide in, that the enemy who were sta­
tioned between this and Jellasore, at the different 
Ghauts, are flying through the Jungles to gain 
the hills, and I sincerely believe in three days 
more not a single Marliatta will be found between 
this and Jellasore.

158
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to  the very S trong  cu rren t that prevails in  ' 

the ri ver.
To-morrow I shall communicate further to you, 

on this, and the mode to be adopted for bringing 
the sick of the detachment, and the whole o f the 
baggage,from the ships Alexander and Anne, lying 
in the Roads.

Permit me to request the favor of your recom­
mending to his excellency, the officers and men of 
my detachment, who conducted themselves with 
great steadiness, and I may add gallantry, when I 
consider the concealed and heavy fire from near six 
hundred o f the enemy, which they would have 
sustained, had they n o t  been dislodged by my ad­
vance and flanking parties.

I t is, I  believe, needless for me to expatiate on 
the merits of Captain Peter G ra n t: but I must ob­
serve he has completely answered the views o f lus 
Excellency, and that I should deem his advice 
and assistance o f the utmost importance, on the 
most try ing occasion.

I have the honor to he,
Sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,
(Signed) TIIO . M ORGAN,

Captain Commanding the Detachment,

O n the 30th  o f September, Captain Morgan de­
tached two companies of Sepoys, under the com­
mand of Lieutenant Stye, to the town of Soorong, 
about twenty miles to the Southward of Balasore, 
for the purpose of dislodging a party of the enemy, 
stationed near that place, and of opening a commu­
nication in the direction of. Cuttack, On the first
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October, Lieutenant Stye attacked and defcafett^ 

party of the enemy, which had been posted at a 
village a short distance from Soorong. The de­
tachment under Lieutenant Slye, having been, 
reinforced by another company from Balasore, 
took possession of Soorong, on the 3 d of October, 
without further opposition.

On the 4 th of October, a detachment of native 
infantry, w ith a detachment from His Excellency 
the Governor General’s body guard, under the 
command o f Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson, w hich 
had .entered the province of C uttack from Jella- 
sore, arrived at Balasore, without opposition.

On the 10thf Colonel Fergusson proceeded to ­
wards Cuttack, at which place a part of his de­
tachment had arrived on the 2d October. During 
the whole of his march, Lieut. Col. Fergusson 
received every assistance from the inhabitants, 
who expressed the utmost satisfaction at the pros­
pect of being relieved from the oppressions to 
which they were subjected by the Mahrattas* and 
of being speedily placed under the  protection o f 
the British Government.

On the 6th of September, a detachment of Bri­
tish troops, under the command o f Lieutenant- 
Colonel P. Powell, crossed the Jumna, and en­
tered the province of Bundelcumi.

On the 16th of September, Lieutenant Colonel 
Powell was joined by Rajah H im m ut, Behadur, 
with his forces near Teroa.

The united detachments reached the river Cane, 
on the 23d of September. The troops of Shurashere 
Behadur were encamped on the opposite bank o f 
the river in considerable strength.

Having reduced several forts in the vicinity o f 
his camp, and having established the British au­
thority in the territory lying between the Jum na 
and t he Cane, Colonel Powell, accompanied by
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mut Behadur, crossed the latter river on the 

I Oth of October.
The following extract of a letter from Colonel 

Powell, is published by command of His Excel­
lency the Most Noble the Governor General iu 
Council.

To Lieut. Col. J . G erard, Adjutant General,
Head Quarters.

Sir ,
I n my dispatch of yesterday, His Excellency the 

Commander in Chief will have been informed of 
my having crossed the Cane River, and of the 
communication which immediately thereupon took 
place betwixt the Nawaub Shumshere Bahadur, 
and myself.

A fter the dispatch of my letter of yesterday, I 
received another intimation from Shumshere’s 
Vakeel, informing me of his master’s being forced 
by the persuasion of his Sirdars, to risk an en­
gagement with the detachment under my com­
mand.

This morning I accordingly made the necessary 
arrangements for meeting him. At half past ten 
o’clock, the detachment after a most fatiguing 
march of six hours over a very uneven country, 
came in sight of Shumshere’s army, drawn out in 
line of battle upon this ground, and their camp all 
struck. Shumshere’s line covered a great extent, 
and as it was advantageously posted, and they ap­
peared advancing, I had every expectation of a 
general action. I advanced in columns of bat­
talions, within 1300  yards of the enemy ; I de­
ployed into line with an intention of advancing 
in that form as far as the ground would permit ; 
but just as the line was formed, a gun of Rajah 
Him mut Behadur's was fired, which was mistaken 
as a signal for opening our guns, which immedi­
ately eommenc'ed a cannonade. After five mi*

x



firing, the guns, were again limbered, in d p f L  
^  ̂ s e q u e n c e  of heavy ploughed fields, which rendered 

it impossible to get them along by the drag ropes. 
When advanced five hundred yards more, our guns 
recommenced firing. Those of the enemy had t ill 
now continued playing upon our line, with little  
or no effect, but soon after our guns opened a se­
cond time, those of Shumsliere ceased firing, 
whereupon our guns Were again limbered, and the 
whole line advanced as fast as possible, upon which 
Shumshere’s anny began to retire ; I  therefore or­
dered Captain Webber, with the squadron of ca­
valry, and Galloper with 5()A o f Iiajah Himmut 
Behadur’s Horse, to pursue the enemy, which they 
did for three miles, and got within reach o f firing 
upon them with the galloper, which opened upon a 
body of 1500 horse, with great effect, when they 
continued to retreat at too great a speed for their 
pursuers to come up with than, whose horses from 
being twelve hours saddled were completely jaded.

Our loss, as far as I have learnt, does not exceed 
eight or ten natives killed and wounded; but 
amongst the casualities I am sorry to  inform you, 
that Captain Farley Smith is included; he was 
kilted by the first cannon shot from the enemy.

.At two o'clock P. M. 1 encamped on the spot 
where Shumsliere's camp stood, and it is my in ten ­
tion to pursue him to-morrow morning to the place 
where I understand he is gone.

I have further to desire you will report to His 
Excellency, that the behaviour o f  the whole o f  the 
detachment during this day, was such as to merit 
my entire approbation. The following are the 
articles taken from the enemy :—Two small guns, 
two tumbrils with ammunition, fourteen horses, 
and ten gun bullocks.

The Rajah has had seventeen men, and sixteen
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xJ^fjK ujy , I have not yet ascertained.

I have the honor to be, Sir ,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) G. POWELL,
L ie u t .  C ol. C om m anding a t  B u n d elcu n d .

C am p , a t C apsah, O ctober' 13 , 1803 .

Accounts have been since received, tha t Shum- 
shere Bahadur has crossed the river Betwah, and 
evacuated the province of Bundelcund.

Published by command of His Excellency 
The Most Noble the Governor General 
in Council,
J. LUMSDEN, C h i e f  Sec. to  th e  G o v t.

F o r t  W illia m , N o v em b er  13, 1803.
A DISPATCH, of which the following is a 

copy, has this day been received from His Excel­
lency the Commander in Chief, by his Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General.
T o  H is  E x c e lle n c y  the M o s t  N o b le  M arquis 

W ellesley , 8yc. 8$c. fyc.

Camp Four Miles to the Westward 
o f  Cassowly, November 1st, 1S03.

M y Loud,
I  have the honor to inform your Excellency, 

that 1 marched from Agra on the 27th  ultimo, in 
pursuit of the Mahratta force, which was com­
posed of the brigades which had been detached 
from the Dekan in the early part of the campaign, 
and of a few battalions which had effected their

• G° t ^ X
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'N i^ ^ ^ N e a p c  from Delhi. I was the m&re anxious to de- 

'  feat this corps from its being furnished with a nu­
merous artillery: Owing to t he detention the army 
met with from a heavy fall of rain, it was not until 
the 29th that it reached a carn-p to the westward of 
FuttipoOr. From intelligence I received here of 
the rapid manner in which the Mahratta army was 
moving, I determined to leave the heavy artillery, 
with a proper detachment of infantry for its pro­
tection, and to pursue the enemy by forced 
marches, in the hope of being able the more 
speedily to come up with him. On the 31st, the 
army encamped at a short distance from the 
ground which the enemy had quitted the same 
morning. Possessed of this intelligence, I re­
solved to make an effort to Overtake him with all 
the cavalry o f the army, in the intention of delay­
ing him by a light engagement, until the infantry 
should be able to come up. To this end the ca­
valry marched at twelve last night, and having 

. perfonbed a distance of more than forty miles in 
twenty-four hours, came up with the enemy this 
morning soon after day break. From the sudden 
manner in which I came upon the enemy, I ven­
tured to make an attack with the cavalry alone, 
supported by the mounted artillery, but finding 
him too advantageously posted, to hope for com­
plete success without too much risk, I drew the 
cavalry out o f reach of cannon shot, and waited 
the arrival of the infantry. Soon after their ar­
rival, I made a general attack upon the enemy’s 
position, the result of which I have the satisfaction 
o f informing your Excellency has been a complete, 
though I sincerely lament to add, dear bought 
victory. The enemy were totally defeated, with 
the loss of all their cannon, tumbrils, and baggage ; 
but this important advantage has only been gained 
by the loss o f  many valuable officers, the principal

.......
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are Major General Ware, Colonel Van- 

■ defeur, Major Griffiths, Major Campbell, the De­
puty Quarter Master General, and my Aide de 
Camp Lieutenant Duval, who gloriously fell in this 
honorable contest.

I have not been able to ascertain the exact ac­
count of our loss in killed and wounded, returns of 
which, with a detailed account of this important 
affair, I  shall have the honor o f transm itting to 
your .Excellency by the hist opportunity.

I have the honor to be,
M y Lord,

Your Lordship’s most obedient and humble servant, 
(Signed) J , LAKE.

By authentic advices received from camp, it ap­
pears that the victory was most complete and glo­
rious. All the enemy’s battalions are cut up, or 
taken, and near seventy guns, their whole bag­
gage, bazars, &e. are in our possession. The *
Commander in Chief had two horses killed under 
him, and Major Lake is severely, but not danger­
ously wounded.

Published by command o f His Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General iu 
Council.
J. LUMSDEN, C h i e f  Sec. to th e  G o v t .

G e n e r a l ord ers , by H is  E x c e l le n c y  the M o s t  N o - 
die th e  G o v e r n o r  G e n e r a l , and C a p ta in  
G e n e r a l o f  a l l  th e  la n d  f o r c e s  serv in g  in  th e  
E a s t  In d ies.

Fort William, November, 13, 1S03 .

A r o y a l  salute and three vollies of musquetry 
to be fired at all the stations o f the army, in honor 
of the glorious and important victory obtained on
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';N ^^^^ rio s tan , by the army under the personal eommaiui 

of His Excellency General Lake, over a large body 
of the enemy’s regular infantry and cavalry, in 
which the enemy were entirely defeated, with the 
loss of all their guns, tumbrils, and baggage.

By command of His Excellency,
J. ARMSTRONG, Acting Mil. Sec.

FORT WILLIAM, November 13, 1803 ,
A DISPATCH, of which the following is a 

copy, has this day been received from His Ex­
cellency the Commander in Chief, by His Ex­
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General.
To His Excellency the Most Noble the Marquis

WELLESLEY, eye. OfC. <$'C.

M y L oud,
* I n my dispatch of yesterday’s date, I did my­

self the honor to state for your Lordship’s informa­
tion, some particulars of the march of the army 
from Agra to the camp it now occupies, together 
with the general result o f the action which took 
place yesterday. I now have the honor to send 
your Excellency a more detailed account of that 
affair.

After a forced march of twenty-five miles, 
which was performed by the cavalry in a little 
more than six hours, I came up with the enemy, 
who appeared to be upon their retreat, and in such 
confusion, that I was tempted to try the effect of 
an attack upon him with the cavalry alone. By 
cutting the embankment of a large reservoir of 
water, the enemy had rendered the road very 
difficult to pass, whic h caused a considerable delay 
in the advance of the cavalry; of this the enemy
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' <m d availed himself to take an advantageous post, j
' ; having his right upon a rivulet, which we had to 

cross, and his left upon the village of Laswaree; 
the whole of his front was amply provided with 
artillery. I was prevented from discovering this 
change in the situation of the enemy by the 
quantity of dust which, when once clear of the 
water, totally obscured him from our s ig h t; I 
therefore proceeded in the execution ot my de­
sign, by which !  hoped to prevent his retreat into 
the hills, and secure his guns ; directing the ad­
vanced guard, and first brigade, commanded by 
Colonel Vandeleur, upon the point where L had 
observed the enemy in motion, but which proved 
to be the left of his new position ; the remainder 
of the cavalry I ordered to attack in succession, 
as soon as they could fo.rm after passing the ri-
vukt ,  .

The charge of the advanced guard under Major 
Griffith, and that of the first brigade, led by 
Colonel Vandeleur, was made with much gallantry; 
the enemy's line was forced, and the cavalry pene­
trated into the village; they still howevei con­
tinued to be exposed to a most galling fire of 
cannon and musquetry, which, as it was impossible 
under such circumstances to form the squadions 
for a fresh attack, determined me to withdraw 
them. The guns which had fallen into our hands 
could not be brought away, from the want of 
bullocks. In this charge, Colonel Vandeleur fell, 
mortally wounded; in him the service has lost a 
most valuable officer.

The attacks of the other brigades _ were con­
ducted with the same spirit, but after taking 
several of the enemy’s guns, being still bred upon, 
without being able to discover the enemy, they 
retired in good order, retaining possession of a 
part of the artillery. In the performance ot this

■ c° ix  ■
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\X ^ S i^ m v ic c ,  the third brigade, consisting of His 
^ ^ ^ J e s t y ’s 2 9 th  regiment and the fourth regiment of 

native cavalry, under the command of that meri­
torious officer, Colonel Macan, met my entire ap­
probation.

The infantry having marched at three A. M. 
arrived upon the banks of the rivulet about eleven 
o’clock. After so long a march, it was absolutely 
necessary to allow some time for the men to re­
fresh' themselves, during which the enemy sent 
in to say that, if  certain terms were allowed them* 
they were willing to surrender their guns. Anxious 
to prevent the further effusion of blood, I directed 
a letter to be written, acquiescing in their pro­
posals, and allowing them an hour to decide; in 
the mean time the several columns for the attack 
were formed. The infantry formed in two columns 
upon the le ft; the first, composed of the right 
wing under the command of Major General Ware, 
was destined to gain the enemy’s right flank, 
which he had thrown back since the morning, 
leaving a considerable space between it and the 
rivulet, and to assault the village of Laswaree; 
the second, composed of the left wing under 
Major General St. John, was to support the first 
column. The 3d brigade of cavalry, under Col. 
Macan, was to support the infantry ; the second 
brigade, under Lieutenailt Colonel Vandeleur, 
was detached to the right, to be ready to take 
advantage o f any confusion in the enemy’s line, 
and to attack him upon his re trea t; the brigade 
under Colonel Gordon composed the reserve, and 
was formed between the 2d and 3d brigades; As 
many o f the field pieces as could be brought up, 
with the gallopers attached to the cavalry, formed 
four different batteries.

At the expiration of the time which I bad al­
lowed the enemy to decide. I ordered the infantry



i l l  *» .' (si
^ ^ |M t a n c e . ;  as soon as they became exposed 

the enertiy’s guns, the four batteries -commenced 
their fire, and continued to advance, though op­
posed by a great superiority, both in number and 
•freight of metal.

When the 76'tli Regiment, Which headed the 
attack, had arrived at the point from which I in­
tended to make the charge, they were so much 
exposed to the enemy’s lire, arid losing men so 
fast, tha t I  judged it prefer aide to proceed 'to  the 
attack with th a t regiment, and as many of thenative 
infantry as had closed to the front, to losing time 
in waiting- un til the remainder of the column 
should be able to  form, the march of which had 
been retarded by impediments in the advance.

As soon as this handful o f heroes were arrived 
within reach o f the enemy’s canister shot, a most 
tremendous fire was opened upon them. The loss 
they sustained was very severe, and sufficient alone 
to prevent a tegular advance; a t this moment the 
enemy’s cavalry attempted to charge, bu t were 
repulsed by the fire o f this gallant b o d y ; they 
however rallied a f a short distance, and assumed 
so menacing a posture, that I thought it advisable 
to order them to be attacked by the cavalry ; this 
service fell to the share 'o f His M ajesty’s 2pth 
Regiment, commanded by Captain W ade ( Major 
Griffith having at that instant been unfortunately 
killed by a cannon shot), and Was performed with 
the greatest gallantry, and in a manner which en­
titles Captain Wade, and every officer and soldier 
in the regiment to my warmest acknowledgments.
The remainder o f the first column o f infantry- 
arrived just in tim e to join in the a ttack  of the 
enemy’s reserve, which was formed in the rear of 
his line, with its left upon the village o f Laswaree, 
and its right thrown hack,

About this time Major General Ware fell dead,
v
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head being carried off by-a cannon shot. f f l L  
..^'•Ss^fVypas a gallant officer,' and one whose loss 1 deeply 

lament. On his death the command of this column 
devolved upon Colonel Mac Donald, who, though 
wounded, continued to acquit himself in this 
important command very much to my satisfaction.

The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the 
last, and it was not until he had lost his guns that 
he abandoned his post. Even then his left wing 
did not fly, but attempted to retreat in good 
order; in this, however, they were frustrated by 
His Majesty’s 27th Regiment, and the bth Regi­
ment of native cavalry, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Vandeleur, who broke in upon 
the column, cut several to pieces, and drove the 
rest in prisoners, with the whole o f the baggage.

Severe as the loss has been which we have sus­
tained in tho achievement of this complete v ic­
tory, that of the enemy has * been far greater. 
With the exception of upwards o f 2000 who have 
been taken prisoners (o f which number I have 
only detained the principal officers, amounting to 
forty-eight), I have reason to believe that very 
few escaped the general slaughter*.

I t  would be a violation of my feelings were I 
to close my dispatch without bearing testimony' 
to the gallant conduct of Major Mac Leod and 
Captain Robertson of His Majesty’s 7bth Regi­
ment, and.of every officer and soldier of that in­
estimable corps, in the attack of the village of 
Lasvvaree. Major Gregory, too, at the head of 
the 2d Battalion 12th Regiment of Native In ­
fantry, in the same service displayed a conduct 
highly meritorious, •

In the list of those officers who particularly 
distinguished themselves, I cannot omit the names 
of Lieutenant Wallace of His M ajesty’s 27th Re­
giment, who was entrusted with the command of-
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^ lA l i c r y  of gallopers, nor that of I.ieu ten an t^^  |  A 

x^JJLyhn of the 6th Regiment Native Cavalry, who 
was employed in the same service.

The whole of my Staff upon this, as upon every 
former occasion, are entitled to a large share of 
praise, and to  my warmest gratitude. The zeal 
which they displayed upon this memorable day, is 
too plainly proved by the enclosed returns of the 
killed and wounded. I have sustained a great loss 
by the death of Major William Campbell, the De­
puty Quarter Master General, and by that of my 
Aid-de-Camp, Lieutenant Duval, of His Majesty’s 
1,9th Light Dragoons, who was a young man of 
great promise. ,

Herewith X have the honor to enclose returns of 
the ordnance and colours which were captured 
upon this occasion.

I have the honor to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordship’s most faithful and 
humble servant,

(Signed) G. LAKE.
H ead Quarters,

Camp, near Lam aree, November 2, 1803.

P. S. In the hurry which I wrote my dispatch 
of yesterday’s date, I fear I did not explain to 
your Lordship, that the enemy’s corps which we 
have defeated, comprized the whole o f the fifteen 
regular battalions which had been sent from the 
Dekau, under the command of Monsieur Duder- 
neg, and two battalions o f the same description 
which had escaped from Delhi. I therefore .have 
the satisfaction of congratulating you 1* Excellency, 
upon the annihilation o f the whole of the regular 
force in Scindiah’s service commanded by French 
Officers.

(Signed) G. L.
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o f  officers killed in the action o f  the f ir s t  o f  November* 

1803.

M ajor General C h a r l e s  W a r e . '•

General Staff.
Major W illiam  Gampbell, Deputy Quarter Master General, 
Lieutenant D uval, Aid-de-camp to tlie Commander iii 

Chief.

I l ls  M ajesty’s 8tk  Regiment L ig h t Dragoons.
Colonel T . J\ Vandeleur,
Captain Story.

H is M ajesty’s 29th  Regiment L igh t Dragoon:,,.
M ajor Griffith,
Cornet Fitzgerald,
Quarter Master Phil ley,
Quarter Master R . M ac G oughy.

1 st Regiment Native Cava In/.
Cornet Coxwelt.

I l is  Majesty's 76th Regiment Foot 
Lieutenant and Adjutant Meulh,
Lieutenant Hurd.

1st B attalion  15th Regiment Native In fantry. 
Lieutenant Lambert.

L ist o f  officers wounded in the actiqn o f the f ir s t  o f  November,
1803.

G eneral Staff.
Lieutenant Colonel Gerard, Adjijtarp. General,
M ajor G . A .  F. Lake, Secretary to the Commander in 

Chief,
Captain J . Campbell, G ram  Agent attached to Head 

Quarters,
Lieutenant Ashhurst, commanding thp Escort with Huj 

.Excellency the Commander in Chief.

H is M ajesty’s 8th Regiment L ight Dragoons,
Lieutenant Lyndon,— since dead.
Lieutenant W ellard.
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■ N ^ E ^ y H i s  M ajesty’$ 9.1th Regiment L igh t Qragoaw*

^CSaptairi W hite,
Captain M ylne,
Captain Sandy s,
Lieutenant Gore, M ajor of Brigade,

H is M ajesty’s 29th Regiment Light Dragoons.
Lieutenant Holstead— since dead.
Captain Sloane,
Lieutenant Thorne,
Quarter Master Tallen.

1st Regiment Native Cavalry,
Lieutenant Cornish.

4th  Regiment Natives Cavalry.
Lieutenant Reid.

6th Regiment Native Cavalry.
Cornet Dickson.

H is M ajesty’s 76th Regiment Foof.
Captain Robertson,
Lieutenant Marston,
Lieutenant W ibm er,
Lieutenant Sinclair.

ls£ Batta lion  12 th Regiment Native In fan try .
Ensign Dalton.

2d  Battalion I ’lth  Regiment Native In fan try .
M ajor Gregory,
Captain Fletcher,
Lieutenant Ryan.

1 st Battalion  Ibth Regiment Native In fa n try ,
Colonel M ac Donald.

‘Id  Battalion  1 6th Regiment Native In fan try .
Lieutenant Colonel W hite,
Ensign G . Deane Heathcote.

(Signed) J , G E R A R D , Adjutant General.

♦ 0



o f  ihaD rdndn& t fyc. captured, at Laswaree, o » j r a P ^  
** j s t  November, 1803.

Camp, at Laswaree, 3d November, ISOS.
Number

GuL Nature. R emarks.

1  Brass 18 Pounder C.arronadp i
6  Ditto 16 ditto ditto 1 Unserviceable £  :~r

26 Ditto .6 Pounders 4 Unserviceable v  «
4 Ditto 4 ditto §

16 Ditto 3 ditto 1 Unserviceable ”  £
1  Ditto 3f ditto l  Ditto 0 -o
5  Iron 16 ditto 1 Ditto 12 «
2 Ditto 2f ditto Gallopers 3 B
2  Ditto I f  ditto ditto 2 ■ §
2  Brass 8 Inch Mortars ”  ’J
1 Bi ■ ass 8 Inch Howitzer Ig  .g
4  Ditto 6 ditto ditto s* '$
1 Ditto .5 8 ditto ditto £  $
1  Ditto 3 4 ditto ditto &"
2 Ditto 5 2 ditto ditto 'c  °*

71  Pieces o f cannon of different calibres.
64 Tum brils complete, laden with ammunition, and 44 

stand of colours.
Ditto ditto blown up on the field o f battle, the number 

not ascertained.
The whole of the above-mentioned ordnance appears ser­

viceable, with the exception of those mentioned in the 
remarks.

1 The iron guns are o f Europe manufacture. The brass
guns, mortars, and howitzers have been cast in India, one 
D utch sjxrpounder excepted. The dimensions are in ge­
neral those o f the French. The mortars and howitzers are 
furnished with elevating screws made, by a simple and in­
genious adjustment, to give either of them the double ca­
pacity o f mortar and howitzer. The ammunition is made 
up in the same manner as that taken at Delhi.

3 7  Carts or hackrees laden with matchlocks, musquets, 
and stores, also twelve artificer’s carts,
(Signed) J . G E R A R D , Ad). Gen,

J . R O B IN S O N , Captain , Com. the A r t.
Published by Command of H is Excellency the 

Most "Noble the Governor General in Council.
J . L U M S D E N , C hief See. to the. Govt*

' ■■ ’■ n  *
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FORT W ILLIAM , Nov. 39, 1 8 0 3 . o i j  
.) VICES have this day been received by his 

Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, 
from the resident at Hyderabad, under date the 6 th. 
instant, stating, that intelligence had been received 
by his Highness the Soobahdar o f the De-kan, o f 
the surrender of the city o f Boorhanpore, to the 
forces under the command of Colonel Stevenson, 
on the 16'th o f October; and of the capitulation 
o f the important fortress of Asseerghur on the £ 1st, 
to  Colonel Stevenson.

The garrison of Asseerghur are prisoners o f 
war.

The official accounts o f these important succes­
ses have not yet been received from the Honorable 
Major General Wellesley.

Published by command o f his Excellency 
I he Most Noble the Governor General in 

Council,
J. LUMSILEN, C h i e f  Sec. to th e  G o v t

G e n e r a l O r d e r s , by h is  E x c e l le n c y  th e  M o s t  
N o b le  th e  G overnor  G en er al .

F O R T  W I L L I A M ,  N ov. V), 1803 .

T R o yal salute to be fired from the ramparts of 
Fort William, a t sun-set, in honor of the surrender 
of the city o f Boorhanpore, to the forces under the 
command o f Colonel Stevenson, on the 3 6'th of 
O ctober; and of the capitulation of the important 
fortress of Asseerghur .on the 21st o f October, to 
Colonel Stevenson. The garrison o f ASseerghgr 
are prisoners o f war.

By command of his Excellency,
J. ARM STRONG,

A c t in g  M i l i t a r y  S e c r e ta r y ,
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FORT WILLIAM, Nov. 30 , 1803 .

A DISPATCH, of which the following- is a copy, 
has been this day received, by his Excellency the 
M ost Noble the .Governor General from the Ho­
norable Major General Wellesley.

Carripi Nov. 6, 1803.
M r  LoRDj

I now proceed to give your Excellency a de­
tailed account of Colonel Stevenson’s operations 
against Asseerghur.

On the 10th of October, he advanced to As- 
seerghur, and encamped three miles south of the 
Fort. The remains of the enemy’s infantry had 
fled towards the Nerbuddah on the preceding day, 
in the state in which I reported them to be, in my 
letter of the 2 4 th of October * ; and Colonel Ste-̂  
venson therefore determined to attack Asseer­
ghur.

On the 18th, he reconnoitred the Fort, attended 
by a squadron of cavalry, and the native plcquets 
of the infantry; and having seen a favorable op­
portunity, attacked the Pettah, and carried it, and 
made a  lodgment within one hundred and fifty 
yards of the lower wall of the Fort. In the even-- 
ing, he reinforced the troops in the Pettah by a 
battalion.

On the 1.9tly all the preparations were made for 
carrying on the siege; and two batteries were 
ready to open at two o’clock in the afternoon of 
the'20th; one to breach the upper wall, and another, 
of four brass twelve-pounders, to destroy the de­
fences of the lower wall.

On the 18th, Colonel Stevenson had sent a flag 
of truce to the Killedar to summon him to sur­
render tlie Fort, to which message lie did not re­
ceive a decided answer. The communication was

* Not received.
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aued; bu t Colonel Stevenson did not relax 

bis operations against the Fort, as there was reason 
to believe that the negotiation was carried on, 
only to give time to Dowlut Rao Scindiah to come 
to its relief. Before opening bis batteries, Colonel 
Stevenson apprized the Killedar of the terms on 
which he should surrender the Fort; which were, 
that the garrison should march out with their pri­
vate property, and be allowed to go where they 
m ight think proper, and tha t their arrears should 
be paid to the amount of twenty thousand rupees.'

After the batteries had opened about an hour, a 
white flag was shewn from the walls o f the Fort, 
which was the signal which had been agreed upon, 
in case the terms should be accepted ; hostages 
were sent down, and art engagement made that the 
Fort should be delivered up on the following 
morning. I t  Avas accordingly evacuated; the 
garrison carried off their property in security, and 
received the sum agreed to  be paid to them.

Colonel Stevenson mentions in high terms the 
conduct of the officers and troops under his com­
mand ; and I cannot omit to take this opportunity 
of expressing to your Excellency my sense of the 
merits of Colonel Stevenson, and of the body of 
troops under his command. Upon every occasion 
I  have received from the Colonel the most cordial 
and zealous assistance; and the troops under his 
command are in the highest state o f discipline and 
order, and fit for any service in which they can be 
employed.

On the 1 6 th, nine officers, four serjeants, and 
one matross, formerly in the service of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, delivered themselves up to Colonel 
Stevenson, under your Excellency’s proclamation 
o f the 29th of August.

I  have the honor to enclose a list of their names, 
and a copy o f the order issued by Colonel Steven-

z

. ■■ _
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to provide for their subsistence. Lieutenant 

Stuart also delivered himself up at Pooiiah in the 
end of the last month. I  have called for accounts 
o f the regulated pay and allowances which those 
persons received in the service o f Dowlut Rao 
Seindiah, which I shall hereafter have the honor 
o f  transm itting to yonr Excellency.

1 have the honor to enclose a return o f the killed 
and wounded of the troops under the command o f 
Colonel Stevenson, during the operations against 
Asseerghur. Hereafter I  shall have the honor of 
transm itting returns o f the ordnance, stores, grain, 
and other property captured in tha t Fort.

I  have the honor to be,
My Lord,

W ith the greatest respect,
Your Excellency’s most obedient,

And faithful humble servant, 
(Signed) A RTH U R W ELLESLEY,

His 'Excellency the Governor General.

R e t u r n  o f  K i l l e d ,  W o u n d e d , a n d  M i s s i n g ,  in  t h e  

C o r p s  c o m p o sin g  t h e  S u b s id ia r y  F o r c e , a t  t h e  

S ie g e  o f  A s s e e r g h u r .

F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n  6 th  R e g im e n t .

5 Rank and File Killed— 1 Drummer— 4  Rank and 
File Wounded.

D e t a c h m e n  t C o r p s  o f  P io n e e r s ,

1 Puckally Killed— 1 Pioneer Wounded.
(Signed) J . COLEBROOKE,

D e p t .  A d j .  G e n . S u b s id ia r y  F o r e C t

Camp, three Miles, South o f Asseerghur,
October 26, 1803.

■ g°iw\ ' ■- - - ,
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Europeans late' in the Service of Dowlut 

Rao Scindiah, who have surrendered themselves 
to Colonel J a m e s  Stevenson.

N a m e s . R a n k . C o u n t r y .

John Janies Dupon Captain Holland
John  Mercier Capt. Lieutenant France
Alexander Mars E nugn  England
John Befdard Ensign Portuga
Jookeen Caumbra Ensign Portuga
John  Padroos Ensign Portuga
Francis Carooile Ensign Portugal
M a n u e l Joaza Ensign Portugal
Joaza Castoo Ensign Portugal
Anthony Dalmard Serjeant I ortuga
J o s e p h  Roman Serjeant Portugal
Joseph Anthony Serjeant I ortugal
John Anunaral _ Matross  ̂ _ i  ortugal
Name not ascertained Ranks as Ser jeant |

(Signed) J . COLEBROOKE,
* D eputy Adj, Gen. Subsidiary Force. .

Camp at Boor/taopore,
October 16, 1803.

E x t r a c t  fr o m . G .  O . b y  C o lo n e l  J a m s  S te v e n s o n , 
c o m m a n d in g  th e S u b s id ia r y  horce.

T he European Officers and Serjeants, who have 
this day been received from the service ot Dowlut 
Itab Scindiah, and all Europeans who may in future 
come in from the service o f that chief,- or anj 
power confederated with him, are to be under the

V- . ’ .



of the Deputy Adjutant General, and w lk ^ I-J
draw pay for them agreeable to  rates which 

will be hereafter determined,
( A  T r u e  E x t r a c t . )

(Signed) J . COLEBROOKE,
D e p u t y  A d j.  G e n .  Su b. F o rce.

Camp at Boorhanporc,
October id, 1803.

Published by command of his Excellency 
The Most Noble the Governor General 

in Council,
J . LUM SDEN, C h ie f  S e e . to th e G o v t .

FO RT W ILLIA M , November 30 , 1803.
TH E following extracts from dispatches, which 

have been received by His Excellency the M ost 
Noble the Governor General, from His Excellency 
the Commander in C hief and from the Honorable 
Major General Wellesley, are published for general 
information.

T o  his E x c e l le n c y  th e  M o s t  N o b l e  M a r q u i s
W e l l e s x e y , G o v e r n o r  G en er a l, 8$c. 8$c. 8$c.

M r  L o r d ,
I n the return of ordnance, &c. captured from 

the enemy in the action of the 1st instant, I  
omitted to mention to your Lordship, that I had 
obtained upwards of sixteen hundred bullocks, se­
veral elephants, and horses, and a very large num­
ber of camels*

Waggons have likewise been taken containing 
a  very great quantity o f  arms, besides the muskets, 
matchlocks, h e .  thrown down on the field of 
battle, which amount to  upwards o f  five thou­
sand.
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into which it had been thrown by the 
enemy, which completes the return to seventy-two 
pieces of cannon.

1 have the honor to be,
My Lord,

Your Lordship’s most faithful and humble servant,
(Signed) Xr• LAKE.

Head Quarters,
Camp, near Gissowly, Not). 9, 1803.

T o H is  E x c e lle n c y  the M o s t  N o b le  M arq uis
W e l l e s l e y , G o v ern o r  G e n e r a l, $ c . <§’c. #c.

M y Lord,
J a n  Khan Moatemmed-oad-Dowlah, arrived in 

my camp a few days ago, sent by the King of 
Delhi, with a Khelaut to me, and with congratu­
lations on the late important victory of Laswaree.

Anxious to receive this public testimony of sa­
tisfaction at the success of the British arms, and 
His Majesty’s private mark o f favor, with every 
demonstration of respect and honor, I ordered a 
ten t to be pitched without the precincts of my 
camp, for the reception o f the ambassador, ancl 
proceeded thither yesterday morning, attended by 
my staff, and accompanied by a large escort of 
cavalry.

1 received His Majesty’s congratulations, and 
the dress which he did me the honor to send me, 
with the necessary form and ceremony.

Having returned my public acknowledgments 
to His Majesty, and testified the high sense I en­
tertained of the honor conferred on me, I returned 
to my camp, highly gratified by the evident marks 
o f  pleasure and satisfaction which I perceived in



C  s ambassador, and in every M u s s u h n ^ I  J
v-h° was a spectator o f the ceremony.

I have the honor to be,
M y Lord,

i oui Lordship s most faithful and humble servant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE.

Head Quarters,
Camp, Paliuser, N ozk 1 7 , 1803.

HU Excellency the ^Governor-Gencrax.
Camp, SO miles TSovth from yfuriingabetd, 

October 10, 3 803.
M y Loan,

111 a v e the honor to inclose the copy of a letter 
which I have received from Captain O ’Donnell, of 
the 1st llegiment o f  Cavalry, in which he gives a 
detailed account o f an affair of no very great im­
portance, but in which he and the detachment of 
troops uruler his command appear to have con-' 
ducted themselves in ail exemplary manner.

1 likewise inclose the copy o f an order, which I 
have issued to the troops under my command upon 
this-occasion.

The party which a ttacked  Captain O ’Donnell, 
are a banditti, which infest the frontiers of His 
Highness the Soubah of the Dekan, and that of 
His Highness the Peishwah; and are formidable 
from their numbers and boldness. It does not ap­
pear that they belong to any particular chief al­
though it is said tha t they belong to the late 
Killedur o f  Ahmed nuggar; but I have reason to 
believe tha t this person discharged all his troops, 
and that lie joined Do whit liao Scindiah in 
camp.

As there is no established authority, or even an 
acknowledged boundary on any part o f the frontier,
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been in the habit o f Carrying on private wars 
against each other, I ani induced to believe that 
they have encouraged this banditti, for fthe pur­
poses of their own wars. While I was on the fron­
tier of course their operations ceased ; but they 
have now recommenced them, and I suspect that 
they are too strong for their former employers.

I  have the honor to be,
My Lord,

Your Excellency’s most obedient
And faithful humble servant,

(Signed) ARTHUR W ELLESLEY,
11 is Excellency The Governor General.

To C a p ta in  Barclay, D e p u ty  A d ju t a n t  G e n e r a l  

o f  M y s o r e , tyc. Arc.
Si r ,

I h a v e  to request you wiilaccjuaint the Honour­
able Major General Wellesley with my return to 
this station, accompanied by Lieutenant Bryant 
and Morgan, and the detachment o f the 1st Bat­
talion 12th Regiment N ative Infantry, as also the 
circumstances which obliged us to adopt this plan.
On the morning of the 2 7 th ultimo, as the detach­
ment approached the Mud Fort of Kurjet, about 
twenty-two Coss to S. S. E. of this place, we per­
ceived a body of Peons drawn up a little to the 
left of the place, I immediately ordered a Jem a­
dar and twelve Sepoys to conduct the followers 
and baggage then up, under tire -walls of the fort, 
and with the remainder I advanced to reconnoitre, 
and learn who they belonged to. As we ad­
vanced they continued to retire. On ascending a 
small vising ground, I was much surprized at dis­
covering a large body o f horse, drawn up in the
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(1 of a Nullah, and not more than seven hun­

dred yards in front of the ground, which our little 
party then occupied. In this situation I was 
under the necessity of returning to the Fort. 
While marching back, the horse made two efforts 
to get. between us and the place, b\it failed in both 
and suffered some loss in the attempt. It was 
some time before I could get admittance into the 
F o rt: on entering, I ordered Lieutenant Morgan, 
with twenty-five Sepoys, to take post at the prin­
cipal gateway, and accompanied by Lieutenant 
Bryant, and the remainder of the Sepoys, I  pro­
ceeded to examine the size and state o f the place.
We had not proceeded more than halfw ay round, 
when we were obliged to return to the assistance 
of the party left at the .gate. I had just joined 
Mr. Morgan and formed the whole of the Sepoys, 
when about three hundred of the enemy’s infantry 
entered at different parts of the Fort, and ad­
vanced within one hundred yards of us, they kept 
up a galling lire upon our people for about half an 
hour, killed one Sepoy and wounded two more.
Our situation at this time was extremely precari­
ous, without some immediate step was taken to 
oblige the enemy to leave the place. We could 
spare but fifty men to oppose three hundred with­
out giving up the gate, through which the whole 
o f their cavalry might attack us in the rear. How­
ever with this little party we sallied out on them, 
and pursued them from street to street until we 
drove them entirely out of the place. Their loss 
must have been very considerable, they left twen­
ty-five men killed behind them, mostly Arabs. 
About two hours after this they entered the Fort 
a second time, more in numbers, and we again 
drove them out with great loss on their side. Frbm 
the great extent of the place and its being acces­
sible at so many different places, even for cavalry,



I found it utterly impossible to keep t l ie i i i  I. 1 
add to this, our ammunition was nearly ex­

pended. The villagers would render no assistance, 
on the contrary encouraged the enem^; to come in, 
and gave them every information regarding our 
situation. During the night of the 2 7 th, I em­
ployed the whole of the followers of every de­
scription, in barricading the different streets lead­
ing to the pdst We had taken up, procured water 
for the people to serve them during the day, and 
acquainted Captain Graham at Alnnednuggur 
with our situation.

About seven o’clock in tire morning of the 2&tb,
I  learned that a large party had taken post in the 
second Killedar’s house, though the day before he 
positively refused to admit a small party of Sepoys, 
even to procure a little water, which we were much 
distressed for the want of. About eight, I could 
plainly see from the works over the gate that the 
place was crowded with both horse and foot, and 
that they were preparing to attack. At ten, they 
opened a heavy five of musketry On us from tops 
o f the principal houses in the Fort, and continued 
this for the space of two hours without being able 
to hurt any o f our people; gaining confidence from 
our silence, they advanced on us from all the 
places accessible around. By this time I had sixtv* 
brave fellows ready to receive them, which they 
did in the most gallant manner, and in return a t­
tacked them and drove them from every part of 
the F o rt; took their standard, killed one of the 
Sirdars, and about fifty of the men. This was the 
last time they attempted to disturb us, and we re­
mained this and the whole of the next day per­
fectly quiet. The cavalry, to the amount of ten 
or twelve hundred, still continued to hover about 
the place. Captain Lucas, with, three companies 
of the 2d Battalion 3d Regiment, arrived on the

A A
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o f the 3 0 th, and relieved us from our dis- ^  

' /  ^tgteeable situatioo.
I feel it a duty, which I most cheerfully fulfil, 

ill reporting to you, Sir, the cordial and able as­
sistance I received during this short but active 
service, from Lieutenants Bryant and Morgan, 
and I in part attribute to their gallant exertions 
the saving of our little detachment from total de­
struction. 1 he Sepoys in general I have reason to 
he pleased with their conduct, as also o f  that part 
o f the native officers belonging to the 1st Bat­
talion 12th Regiment Native Infantry.

Allow me now, Sir, to entertain the pleasing 
hope, that our little exertions on the present oc­
casion may meet with the approbation o f the Ho­
norable General Wellesley.

Herewith I beg leave to enclose a return of 
killed, wounded, and missing. %

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient and humble servant,

(Signed) I f  O ’DONNELL,
Captain 1st Regiment o f  Cavalry.

Jhmednuggcr, October 3, 1803.

(True Copy) (Signed) R BARCLAY,
Cep. Jjidj. General Mysore.

E x t r a c t  fr o m  G e n e r a l O r d e r s , by th e H on ora b le
M ajor General W e ll es l ,e y , dated Camp at
B in k en h o ley , l o t h  O cto b er, 1803 .
Major General Wellesley has received % report 

hom  Captain O Donnell of the 1st Regiment of 
Cavaliy, tioin which it appears, that being on his 
march from Ahmednuggef to join the division of 
the army under the command of Major General 
Campbell, with the company of the 1st Battalion



Regiment under Lieutenant Morgan, and the 
supernumerary Native non-commissioned Officers, 
heretofore belonging to corps in catnp, and lately 
drafted into the extra battalions, he was attacked 
by a body of Horse and of Peons, of such num­
bers, as to induce Captain O Donnell, to th ink it, 
necessary, to take post in the village of Corjet 
Caraygaum.

Here the attack  was renewed upon this party 
w ith  additional violence, and Captain O Donnell 
finding that his post was a had one, and at all 
events, too large for his party, barricaded, and 
otherwise strengthened such parts of it, as he was 
of o p in io n  he could defend. He there remained 
with His small party without throwing away his 
ammunition, excepting when he could do it with 
effect in judicious sallies, in three of which he 
killed a number of the enemy, f a r  exceeding that 
o f his party, which remained in security till it was 
relieved from Ahmednuggur, at the distance or 
above forty miles.

Major General Wellesley returns his thanks, to 
Captain O’Donnell, and Lieutenant Bryai;t of the 
1st Regiment of Cavalry, and to  Lieutenant Mor­
gan, and the company of the 1st Battalion 12tii 
Regiment, under his command, for their conduct
upon this occasion. ,

He has been particular in detailing the circum­
stances of this affair, in general orders, in order 
that all officers may know the advantage which,> 
with a small party of men, they may take, even ot 
the most ruinous village, to protect themselves and 
the parties of troops under their command.

To the division of the army under his command, 
it was scarcely necessary for Major General Wel­
lesley to point out, that a small body of infantry, 
tha t keeps its order and reserves its fire, has but 
little  to fear from cavalry. But in case any officer 
in charge of a party, should he obliged from cir-



to take post, he sees in the examp! ^ ^ J 
'; ■ "’set by Captain O ’Donnell, the advantages he can 

take qf the numerous fortified villages in this 
country, and the credit he can gain, and the ser­
vice he can render, by thus defending himself.

Major-General Wellesley, will not fail to report 
to the Commander in Chief, his sense of the con ­
duct of Captain O ’Donnell, and of the party under 
his command.

A true extract,
(Signed) V. BARCLAY,

Dcp, Adj. Gen. Mysore.

f l i s  E x c e l le n c y  th e  G overnor G eneral .
Camy, at Cheese K hair, 'November 2 , 1803.

M y  L ord,
A f te r  I had sent off my dispatch to your E x ­

cellency of the 3 4 th of October, I received au­
thentic" accounts that the Rajah of Berarhad passed 
through the Hills which form the boundary of 
Cainleish, and had moved towards the river Goda- 
very. 1 therefore ascended the Adjuntee Ghaut 
on the 3 5 th, and Continued my march to the 
southward qn the 2 6 th, and passed Aurungabad on 
the 2 9  th.

2. The Rajah had advanced gradually to the 
eastward, and was at Lakcegaun, about twenty 
miles North from Puttun, when I arrived at Au­
rungabad, and between that night and the night of 
the 3 1st, during the whole of which time I was in 
his neighbourhood, lie moved his camp five times.

3 , On the 3Jst, he detached a body consisting 
of 5 0 0 0  horse, to endeavour to intercept a convoy 
consisting of 1 4 ,0 0 0  bullocks, which was going- 
forward to join the troops on the frontier. This 
convoy was protected by three companies of the 
2d of the 3d Madras Native Infantry, with two 3 - 
poimdcrs under Captain Baynes ; which detach
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W S y  wit"h 400  Mysore horse, has for some t i m e .j

been employed in convoying grain from the.dis­
tricts South of the Godavery to my camp, and by 
a company from the subsidiary force, and two 
companies from the corps serving at Hyderabad, 
under the command of Captain Seton.

4 They had marched from the G odavery on the 
morning of the 31st, and reached Amber where 
they were attacked, and they succeeded m beating 
Off the enemy, and in securing the convoy, which 
arrived in safety in my camp yesterday, notw ith­
standing the great superiority of numbers by which 
they were attacked.

5. I have the honor to inclose copies of the re­
ports of this action which I have received from 
Captain Baynes ; upon which I have to observe, 
that it affords another instance of what can be 
done, by disciplined infantry, determined to do 
their duty, against very superior numbers ot
cavalry. , , . , : . ,

6'. I beg leave also to  take this opportunity to
draw your Lordship’s notice to th e  Mysore Câ - 
valry, under Bishnapah Pundit This corps, which 
consists o f 2,000 men. have performed all the ligh t 
troops duties of this division of the army , since 
I  was detached from the Toombudra in the month 
of March last, they have performed the duties with 
the utm ost cheerfulness, and a zeal which I  have 

' never before witnessed in troops of this descrip­
tion. They have frequently been engaged with 
the enemy’s light troops, have always conducted 
themselves well, and have lost many men and 
horses.

I  have the honor to be,
My Lord,

)four Excellency’s most obedient,
And faithful bumble servant,

(Signed) ARTHUR W ELLESLEY.
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T o  C a p ta in  B a r c l a y , D e p u ty  A d ju ta n t  G en er a l,

be.
Sir ,

I  bf.g you will report to the Honorable Major 
General Wellesley, that I was attacked this day 
about two o’clock, P. M. by about four or five 
thousand horse. They came on at first as i f  deter­
mined to charge, but receiving a few shots from 
our guns, they retired, and though they frequently 
came near us, as if  to charge, and some ot them 
within musket shpt, they were always driven hack,
Our loss is one European wounded, two sepoys 
wounded, and some Mysoreans killed and wound­
ed, besides a few, (perhaps three) holies killed.
The loss of the enemy is piupli greater, particularly 
in horses. I beg you to say to  the General, that £ 
shall take post till I receive his instructions, 1 write 
this by moonlight, which will, 1 hope, apologize 
for haste. We were under arms till about sunset; 
at which time they were out o f sight.

(Signed) THO. BAYNES,
Capt. Com. a Detach.

Timber, Octobers 1, ISO.".

T o  C a p ta in  Barclay , D e p t .  A d j. G e n . be.

Sir ,
I  l a s t  night had the honor to inform you, that I 

had repulsed a body of Rhonselah’s horse, and 
have now (for the information of the Honorable 
Major General Wellesley) to make you more fully 
informed of the circumstances.

X arrived with nay convoy about twelve o ’clock, 
and encamped near the town, with my right flank
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\Vv^3x)^.ic, and my rear protected by a lull. At two ( J .1.J
1 ̂  ^ d o c k  P. M. the attack began (without more than 

ten minutes warning of their approach) by throw­
ing great numbers of rockets and advancing upon 

. our left: this obliged me to change my front by 
wheeling to the le ft; at the same time some of 
them were within musket shot, I then opened 
my guns, which stopped their approach ; they a t 
this time moved round, as if  to gain the rear, 
where the Brinjarees were. This movement ob­
liged me to detach a party to cover them, and 
having previously posted a company on the hill on 
my rear, my line became very sm all; to prevent 
their knowing my exact strength, I drew up the 
Mysore horses in our line. They came on repeat­
edly as -if to charge, but were always stopped by 
our guns. They continued to rocket us till dark, 
when they retired. I am sorry, to  add that one 
hundred of the Gram bullocks were carried oil, 
and some Brinjaree bullocks (perhaps one hundred) 
while at grass. I have the honor to enclose a 
list of the killed and wounded.

(Signed) THOS. BAYNES,
Cupt. Com. a Detachment.

List o f Casualties in the Attack Ip the M arhatta  
Horse, Oct. 31, 1 8 0 3 .

His Majesty’s 78th Reg. 1 private wounded.
2d Battalion Madras Artillery 1 Sepoy do.
2d do. of 2d reg. native inf. 3  do. do.
2d ditto of 3d do. I do. do.
2d ditto of 5 th do. 1 do. do.

Total^-one private of the 7 8 th regiment, and 
five Sepoys, wounded.
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/  M y so r e  C a v a lry , wounded, lu lled , a n d  m is s in g ^ } I  j

Wounded. Killed. Missing.
Men 1 3 0
Horse 5 1 2

(Signed) T 1IO. BAYNES,
C ap t. Com . a D e ta c h m e n t,

True copies,
(Signed) R. BARCLAY,

D e p u ty  A d ju t a n t  G e n e r a l,  

Published by command of His Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General in 
Council.
J . LUM SDEN, C h i e f  See. to the G o v t.

FORT W ILLIAM, December 5 , 1803 .

HIS Excellency the Most’Noble the Governor 
General, has this day received from the Honorable 
Major General Wellesley, a dispatch dated Jaum, 
November 11, 1803 , communicating the intelli­
gence that a Vakeel had been sent to  Major G e­
neral Wellesley by Dowlut Rao Scindiah to treat 
for peace, and had arrived in Major General Wes- 
lesley’s camp.

The name of this Vakeel, who is a person of 
high family, is Jesvnmt Rao Goorpara, and he is 
the nephew of the late Morari Rao of Gooty. The 
usual visits of ceremony had taken place, and the 
first conference had been held between Major Gen. 
Wellesley, and the Vakeel of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
on the subject of peace. j

Published by command o f H it Excellency 
The Most Noble the Governor General 
in  Council,

J. LUMSJDEN, C h i e f  S ec. to the G o v t .

■ e°$eX '
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WILLIAM, December 14 , 1 8 0 3 .

A DISPATCj/1, of which the following is an 
ex-tract, has been this day received, by His Lx- 
celleney the Most Noble the Governor GeaeiaL 
from the Honorable Major General Wellesley.

Camp, E'crdapore, October 24, 1803.

M r L o r o ,
I h a v e  the pleasure to inform your Excellency, 

that Colonel Stevenson took possesson ot the city 
of Boorhanpoor, w ithout opposition, on the lo th  
instant ; he marched to Asseerghur on the 17 th, 
took possession of the Pettah on the 1 8 th, opened 
a battery against the fort on the 20th, and obtained 
possession of it on the morning ot the 21st. I 
have not yet received a detailed account of the 
manner in which Colonel Stevenson obtained pos­
session of this important fortress, or whether 
he sustained any loss in the attack of the Pettah 
on the 18 th, of o f the fort.

2. After I had arrived at Poolmery about 10
miles north from Aurungabad, I found that tlie 
enemy did not; advance to the southward, as I liad 
been informed they first intended, aud in the night 
of the 15 th, I recei ved a particular account of the 
disposition of their troops, baggage, See. which 
convinced me tha t they intended to interrupt ,
Col. Stevenson’s operations at A sse e rg h u r.

3. I the re fore marched on the ldth to theN orth- 
ward, and descended the Ghaut on the 1 S>tli.
Sciudiah had moved to the Northward, but lie 
halted as soon as he found I  had returned ; and 
he was yesterday at Aboon on the laptee. I he 
Rajah o f Berar" lias separated from him, and it is 
said, has gone towards Chandore. 1 suspect that 
the report has been circulated with a view to draw

B B
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■ me to the Southward again; but as Colonel Ste­

venson has got possession of Asseerghur, and is 
fully equal to any thing that can be sent against 
him, it is my intention to reascend the Ghaut Im­
mediately,

4 . Sixteen officers and Serjeants belonging to the 
CampoQS have joined Colonel Stevenson, under 
your Excellency’s proclamation of the 29th of 
August. I will hereafter send a list of their names, 
and an account of the pay each is to receive. The 
infantry retired towards the Nerbudda when Col. 
Stevenson approached Boorhanpoor, and by all ac­
counts it is completely deetroyedand disorganized. 
It is impossible to form it into corps again, and it 
is not probable that it will ever be of any service 
tb Dowlut Ilao Scindiah.

.5. I have directed Colonel Stevenson to leave a 
garrison in Asseerghur, and to deliver the districts 
depending upon that fortress to the charge of the 
servants of the Soobah of the Dekan. Tour E x­
cellency will observe, that this is the last of the 
possessions of Dowlut Iiao Scindiah in the Dekan; 
and the operations o f the troops will now be di­
rected against those of the Rajah of Bcrar.

I have the honor to be,
My Lord,

With the greatest respect,
Your Excellency’s

.Most obedient and faithful humble servant, 
ARTHUR WELLESLEY.

The detailed account, of the siege and surrender 
of Asseerghur, was published in the Calcutta Ga­
zette Extraordinary of the 1st of December, 1803 . 
Major General Wellesley’s original dispatch, dated 
the 2 .5th of October, 1803, has not been received.



(Clt))] (ci\V 'J® l^g < > in g  extract is taken from the duplicate 
dispatch, which reached Fort William 

this" morning.
Published by command of His Excellency 

* The Most Noble the Governor General
in Council,
J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt.

FORT W ILLIAM, December 14, 1803 .

ADVICES have been this day reeived from 
Lieutenant Colonel P. Powell, dated Camp at Cal- 
pee the 4 th December, 1803 , communicating the 
satisfactory information of the surrender or the 
Fort of Calpee, to the detachment under the com­
mand o f Colonel Powell, at, eleven o’clock on the 
forenoon of that day.

The Kilkdar having refused to surrender the 
Fort on the summons of Colonel Powell, a bat­
tery of two eighteen-pounders and one howitzer 
was constructed within two hundred yards of the 
walls, and opened soon after day-light on the 4th,
A heavy fire was kept up till eleven A. M. when 
the garrison proposed to surrender, and was per­
mitted to march out with their arms and private 
property. The fortress was immediately occupied 
by a detachment of British troops.

Captain D. Macleod of the 2d Battalion 11th 
Regiment Native Infantry, received a severe 
wound while employed on duty at the battery, and 
one Sepoy was also wounded ; no other casualties 
of any description have occurred.

The inhabitants at Calpee have manifested the 
greatest confidence in the British Government, 
and satisfaction at the treatment which they ex­
perienced from Lieutenant Colonel Powell. Many
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6f tile inhabitants who had quitted their habita­
tions on the approach of the British troops, re­
turned to the town immediately after the surrender
of the Fort to Colonel Powell.*l , •• » 

Published by command of His Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General in 
Council,

J. LUMSDEN, C h i e f  Sec. to the G o v

!f Y ’ „ JH' l1 W*
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\,% S ^M yJ iJ tu rn  o f  the Ordnance, Ammunition, and Colours, taken fro m  the Enemy from, the 8 th erf August un til the j

- Ut o f  November 1803, according to the Official Returns which have been received by the Governor General.

Stands of O,ms ff Morton. WaUPiects Mpskett Tumbrils. Carts.
Colours. Brass iron

B a ro a ch , - 1 5 th August 15
j \  x.v -C ii D R, - 4th September 33 60 4 2 182
D e l h i , - 1 tth  ditto 52 8 7 t  37
A ssyk - 23d ditto 7 69 22 7 5
A gra (Town) 10th October 26 . 20 29
Bu n d e l c u n d , 13th ditto 2  ̂ ~
A g r a . (Fort) l^ th  ditto 76 86 S3
C u t t a c k , - -  ditto 4 A rr,  ̂ •
L a sw a r ee , - 1st November 44 i  4 7 9 2 5000 64 o t

________ T otal - - 70 c lip  1183 27________ 5 182 cOOO 163 j 86
A bstract------Brass Guns 312

Iron ditto 183 ..
Howitzers ST
M ortars 5
W3H Pieces |^()

' -----A. 70S Besides 4 Pieces of Ordnance thrown into the River
Kaitna by the Encxuyat the Battle o f Assye.

F . B. The Ordnance enumerated in this Return is exclusive of the Ordnance captured at Delhi, Ferozeabad, Ahmed- 
nuggur, Jalnapoor, Baroach, Povranghur, Cuttack, iloorhanpoor, and Asseerghur, ot which- the Oificxal Returns 
have not yet been received at Fort William.
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N ?1 . A .The firft Gateway forced by a J2.Founder. Ic.lc, The Entrance or Sortie to the J  f gateway A  wturh te a s ___ _______
------------------------ the lower one o f the Fenny -

opposite to it, which kept up a m ost destructive f r a  o f grape sh ot _  during som e time the Troops 

were obliged, to H a lt until die Gate could be forced .£  here we lo st m ost o f our O fficers.

I  , . L . J  Traverse newly thrown, up with. 3  guns.— a Mine was commenced below here, the day before 

C .  i f  intermediate Gate easily fo r c e d !)  ? A Interm ediate Gate easily fo rce d .

K?2.B. The second Gate which could n ot be fo rced  by the I t  Founder,------b u t M ajor M aclcod pushed

through the wicket into the T o rt with the Grenadiers 76 .t  ascended, the Xcunpartr 

K. A large Fuc/ca Tower, with a ditch a ll round— th it Tower had several rows o j loop holes .a n d  

w as,ftUedw ith M atch lock M en . _ M  high ram parts o f the lower T o rt.

The F ed  lin e  shews the route o f the Storm ing Forty-

P t.b tixh cd  * y j  S tv c l& d x  P u -c u d ittv .

j
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pla n  of the Ba ttle  of l a s  swart;

F o u g lx t  on. th e  F i r f t  o f  N ovenxber, l8 o 3

Beforeen th e  tira n d A rm ;, com m andedh i'B isf.rce i/cn c i• G e n e ra l  L a k e , tomrruaider' in titled  in  India., 

a n d  a. D ivision o f  the A m iv  a t D ow Tnt R o w  Somdiali ,consisting o f  j j  B a tta lions o f  M onsieur 
F  e rr  on’s A sqular In fa n try , (am ounting  to  8  or gooo M en  )  /  f o o t  -M a h ra tiu  tin -a ir  \ a ru ti J 2 

Piece* o f  H um an ;—in. which th e  E n e m y  were to ta lly  d e fea ted  with the lo ts  o f  a ll  their 1rtille.r\ *,

Camp E quipage, Colour*,-, S to re s , A r m s , A m m u n itio n , tic . t ic . See.

\ , - 
E  X  P  I  s 4  N  A  T  1  O  N  S  .

A A A m i m i i m  tit. Position o f  the Enernv, whenattacked’ by the British Cavalry on the n a m in g  or th e  1s t .  , Xbrernber.
T heir B ig h t upon the Tillage o f  L a is  war)', their X e ft ex ten d in g  to  the fo r tifie d  Village ofM ohm dpoor,

L ' Wtii: ~2 pieces o t Cannon, a rra n g ed  in  B iiis io n s  in  fro n t o f  the Centr and F la n ks
, . ... “ -------—.- ■-- - - ' L.

B .B .B .B .  ..n  ' i "Zd.1 oEfti&n o t th e  E nenw  a t noon drm m  up in- two L ines, w ith th e ir io n s  in fro n t. T he E n e m y  took
r.:. Z ' ? T Up th is P osition  on the a rriva l o f  th e  B r itish  In fa n tr y ,

-n E . F . .
f u u s  i n  u.MsaDt j D isposition or the B ritish  tizvalry (with tn-o B atteries o f  tiler Galloper Guns advanced, a n d  covered each

\ 6  S . that 3is.Cao. 4.N.Guo. ty a  b q u adron .K .i,& K . z  l  u i order to  d ir id e  the E nerry 's attention fii F ro n t, a n d  to  a tta c k  th em  a s  
’> \ soon as the Column, o f  B r itish  In fa n tr y  sh o u ld  turn their F la n k  .

C .C .C —w— 5 ----- ---—. 1) 3d . P osition  o r  th e  E nenu ', in  ilis covering the m ovem ent o f  the tohnm s o f(B ritish  In fa n try  to turn their
J 1 F lank.

I I .  Lf I f  3  _ ■- —   ; R o u te  o r th e  Columns o t In fa n try  led  hyB .M . jtith  R eg im ent; to turn the E nem y's R ig h t F la n k , h u t
not being able to  turn  it,A dvanced upon, th e ir L ines ICC, which they broke and routed, taking their Ciuis, 
tic . tic . The British In fan try  then drove the E n en y  o ff, towards a sm all M osque (TJJj in the rear 
o t th e  l  illtu /e, a b o u t which the E n em y were m e t a n d  ch arged  bv the B ritish  tiivalrvin various directions 
l.m .n .o . - r e d  lines.

0  q  q  * r ' H .M . zgth l ig h t  D ragoons who advanced and  charged the Enem y* Cavalry a t S  on die l e f t  F lank o f  the
Column o f  B ritish  In fa n try .

6  6  6  X  ^  Column o tth e  Enem y s  Baggage .In fa n try  ,tic .tic .g o in g  o ii,b u t turned bv the charqe o f  the B ritish
Ccn'air\■, l. rn .n. o .

yy
ft.RJEt .R ....... r~ ;j yO  rZ  \r~~) '-hiotvs the E n en u 1 com pletely broken and  routed in  various directions .Two thousand o f  the E nenu’ finding

in  rhrrr attentat. tg '■scar e . throw down their 
Prisoners, with B aggage, a n d  every thing belonging to  h e  E nernys Camp.

E n ca m p m en t o f  th e  B ritish  -  in /iy  a fter the A ction h ere  o f  the lin e  o f  In fa n try  a t  Lafsw ary; R ig h t at.
Im p a ir or Sengrah w ith  the tin  a /rv  throw n back on die R ig h t towards the M ullah, and  facing th e  M ills.
A  Battalion o f  In fa n try  le ft  in. charge o f  the I r is  oners o f  War, who were a ll collected a t the tillage o f  Sa- 
jepoorah .

[0 3  '  Denote two sn ia ll R u in s ,o f Walls. L L A  Trees. y l  sm a ll Mesereoir o f  Water'.


