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CAWNPORE

. CHAPTER L

THE STATION.

r YHE city of Cawnpore lies on the south bank of
the Ganges, which at that spot is about a
qnm'ter of a mile in breadth, and this too in the dry
season ; for, when the rains have filled the bed, the

streamn mensures two thousand yards. from shore fo
shore. And yet the r1ve1 has still & thousand xmles G
of his Bmtely course to run before that, by many -

channels and. wndcl many names, he loses himself
in the waters of the Bay of Bengal. Tn old times
‘an officer appointed to Cawnpors thought himself
 fortunate if he could reach his rstamou within three‘
]‘months from the day he left Fort Wﬂham But
I tow~mpes ‘and punt-poles are now things of the past,
nd the traveller from Calcutta arrives at the end
Joui'n@y in httle more than tlurty hours,
‘ o ‘
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By the trmty of Fyzabad in 177 by the East Indmn
‘Company engaged to maintain a bmgade for the
defence of Oude. The revenues of a rich and
‘extensive tract of country were appointed for the
mamtenance of this force, wlnch Was quartemd at
‘Oawnpore, the principal town of the district. In
1801, Lord Wellesley, who loved to carry matters
. with a mwstedul hand, closed the mortgage, and the
territory lapsed to the Company, who accepted thlﬁ‘
new charge with some diffidence. Indeed, they were
not a little uneasy at the splendid rapacity of their
high-souled servant, No one understocd better than
he the full meaning of the finest lines of that poet
 whose graceful diction none like himwlf“ could
imitate ;- i : : ]
o ¢ Ma regere imperio populos Romane memento :
¢ Floo tibi evunt artes : pacisque 11uponere morem ;
| ¢ Parcore subjectis, et debellare aupubos ‘

But thut policy which shited the. tcmpm of the
Senate of old Rome was not “exaotly of a nature
o please the Directors of a Joint Stock Company.
It was very well for statesmen and generals to look
 for their reward in the pages of history. It behoved
Qlty men to keep an eye on the. ﬂuctuatmuﬂ of the
Share list,

. Thus it happenetl that, ever since the begmnmg oi
the last quarter of the eighteenth century, Cawnpore



nd becn a first-class military station, In the spring

b il of 1857 it had attained an 1mportance to which the
. events of the following summer gave a fatal shock,

The recent ‘annexation of Oude 'was an additional

“motive for Leepmg a strong hold on Cawnpore; for
that eity commanded the bridge over which passed

the high road to Lucknow, the capital of our newly

| mequired province. At that time the station was
ooceupied by three regiments of sepoys, the First, the =

Fifty-third, and the Fifty-sixth Bengal Inf'mt‘ry The
Becond Cavalry, ‘and a company of mhllerymen
brought up the strength of the native force to three
thousand men. Of Buropeans and persons of Kuro-
pean extraction, there were resident at. Cawnpore
more than a thousand. There were the officers at-

tached to the sepoy battalions; sixty men of the ‘

Flghty-foulth regiment of the British Line ; seventv- :
eight inyalids belonging to the Thirty-second regi-

‘ment, then quartered at Lucknow, and destined to

pass through the most fearful trial from which ever

men emewed alive ; fifteen of ﬂm Madras Fusileers ;

and ﬁf’ty—mue of the Company’s artillerymen : in dll.

. some three hundred soldiers of Hnglish birth. ' Then

there were the covenanted civilians, the ari istocracy
of Indian society ; the lesser officials attached to the

‘ Poataofﬁcze:, the Public Works, and the Opium Do

partments, ‘the Railway people ; the merchants. and
L mg
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‘ ahopkeepers,—-«Etxmpeans some, others halﬁca&stes,
or, a8 ‘they would fain be called, Furasians, There,
t00, (alas?) were the wives and little ones of the men
~ of all these olasses and grades, and in no slender
proportmn for among our (~0untrymm in India the
marmage state s in special honour. There likewise
. were a great number of half-caste children belonging
t'o the Cawnpore school, who were soon to buy at a
. wery dear price the pl'mlego ot hzwmg beeu begotten |

i by a Buropean sire. °

- The military quarter was entirely dwhnct fmm the
native city, And here let the ""u;.,bsh reader divest
himself at once of all European ideas, and keep
‘ c]ear of them, as much as in him lies, during the
whole comrse of this narrative. Let him put aside
all preconceived notions of a barrack,—of & yard
paved with rough stones, and darkened by buildings
. four stories high, at the wmdows of which lounge
stalwart wartiors in various stages of déqhab?llr,
. digesting their fresh boﬂed~beef by the aid of a short
pipe and a languid gossip. Let him try to form to him-
‘el a picture of a mlhtary station in Northern India,
! for it was within the pr ecincts of such a station that)
 was played out the most terrible tragcdy of our age.

_ The cantonments lay along the bank of the river,
over a tract extending six miles from northwest to
southeast : for, wheresoever in Hmdostan Enghshmen i
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make theu' homes no regard is had to e(,onomy of
space. Each' remdcnce stands in a separate “com- |
~ pound,” or paddm-k of some three or four acres,

surrounded by an uneven, crumbling mound and
ditch, with here and there a ragged hedge of prickly
pear. For all over India fences appear to exist rather
 for the purpose of marking houndaries than for anylo
protection they afford against intruders, The house,
like all houses outside the Calcutta Ditch, consists
of a single story, built of brick, conted with white
plaster; the whole premises, if the owner be a
bachelor or a subaltern, in & most shabby and =
tumble-down condition. A flight of half a dozen
steps leads up to a verandah which runs round three.
sides of the building. The noticeable objects here
will probably be a native tailor, working in the
attitude adopted by tailors in all lands where men
wear clothes ; a wretched being, squatted on his
haunches, lazily pulling the string of a punkah that
passes through a hole in the brickwork into the
Sahib’s bedroom, a monotonous occupation, which
from time to time he sweetens by snatches of sleep ;
a Madras valet, spreading butter on the Sahib's
morning toast with the greasy wing of a fowl; and,
against the windward wall, a row of jars of porous
red clay, in which water is cooling for the Sahib’s
morning bath.
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| The principal door leads at once into the sitting- |
. room, & spacious, ill-kept, comfortless apartment;
the most conspicuous article heing a huge, oblong
 frame of wood and canvass suspended across the
ceiling, and the prevailing impression an oyerwhelm-,
ing sense of the presence of cobwebs,  The furniture,
 which is scattered about in most unadmired dis-
_ order, is in the last sta.ge mf' dilapidation. Every
article in an Anglo-Indian household bears witness
to the fact that Englishmen regard themselves but
as gojourners in the locality where fate aund the
‘quartermaster-general may have placed them. A
large rickety table in the centre of the room is
strewn with three or four empby soda-water bottles; a
half-emptied bottle of brandy, a corkserew, glasses,
playing-cards, chessmen, an Hindostanee dictionary,
~ an inkstand, a revolver, a bundle of letters, a box
of cigars, the supplement of Bell's Life, and a fow
odd volumes from the regimental book-¢club ;—of no
very seductive quality, like enough, for the colonel’s
lady has kept the new novels, and the doetor, who
i3 secretary to the elub, has impounded the bio
graphies, so that our ensign is fain to put up with
“ Aids to Faith,” and the third yolume of the  His-
“tory of the Inductive Sciences.” Then there are
cight or ten chairs, a good half of which might well
¢laim to be invalided on the score of wounds and



THE STATION. @L
ToR¢ services a couch with brc«ken spmngs i :
Japanm# cabmet bouﬂht a8 a bargain when tlm‘ \
- old major was sold up ; and an easy cane chair of
colossal chmensmns, the arms of which are prolonged
and flattened, 8o a8 to accommodate the: vecapant
with a resting-place for his feet, In one corer!
‘ztands @ couple of hog-spears, supple, tough, and |
duly weighted with lead and barbed with steel of
proof ; a regultation sword ; a buggy-whip ; a hunting-
crop s 4 double-barreuc*d rvifle and a shot-gun-—
~weapons  which the owner depreciates as archaie,
‘expressing his intention of providing himself during
his first visit to Europe, with “ By Jove, a complete
“ ontfit from Purdey, two double-barrelled breech.
- ¢ loaders, and a breech-loading rifle.”  On nails driven
into the plaster hang a list of the men in the com- |
‘pany to which the young fellow is attached ; a caric
cature of the paymaster; a framed photograph of
the cricket eleven of the public school where he was
educated ; and, if he be of a humorous turn, the
Jast, wigging, or letter of admonition and reproof,
received from the colonel of his regiment.
. In sach a scene, and amidst such associations,
does  the Enghsh subaltern wear out the weary
. houre of the interminable Indian day; smoking ;
dozing 3 playmg with his terrier ; longing for the
 evening, or for a call from a brother~giﬁcer, with
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. whom he may discuss the Army List, and par-
e »“take of the ever-recurring refreshment of bmnd) and
| soda-water; lazily endeavouring to get some httle
insight into the languages of the hateful East by
‘the help of a fat fawning native tutor, and a. stupld i
 and indecent Qordoo work on mythology ; pondering
\ sadly on home landscapes and home recollections,
a8 he gazes across the sh arply-deﬁned line of shadow,
‘thrown by the roof of the verandah, into the out-
~door Theat and glare ; with no pleasantor object of
contemplation than the Patna sheep belonging to
_ the Station Mutton Club, and his own modest stud,
. consisting of a raw-boned Australian horse and an
old Cabul pony picketed under a group of mango-
| twees near the gate of the compound. A
The centre apartment is flanked on either side by
a smaller chamber ; both of which are employed as
bod-rooms, if, for the sake of company or econoiny,
our young friead is keeping house with some Addis-
 dombe chum, Otherwise, the least desirable is sef
 apart as a lumber-room ; though, to judge from the
“gondition of the articles in use, it i is hard to imagine
. what degree of shabbiness would qualify furniture
to become lumber in Bengal. The door into the
~ Bahib’s bedroom stands open, like every other door
in British India; the multitude of servants, ‘and
the necessity for coolness, forbidding the very idea
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of privacy. There stands a bedstead of wood, worm- L
‘eaten, unplaned, unpolished ; inclosed on all sides
- with musquito-curtains of white gauze, the edges
' carefully tucked in beneath the mattress, throngh
which is dimly seen the recumbent form of the Sabib,
clad in a silk shirt and linen drawers, the universal
night-dress of the East. The poor boy is doing
 hig best to recover, during the ceoler morning hours,
the arrears of the sleepless night, which he has
passed in a state of feverish irritation—panting,
 perspiring, tossing from side to side in desire ok
a momentary relief from the tortures of Priclkly
Heat, the curse of young bloed ; anon, sallying into.
the verandah to rouse the nodding punkah-puller,
more happy than his wakeful master. Little of
ornament or conveunience is to be seen around, save
a capacious brass basin on an iron stand, and half
a dozen trunks, of shape adapted to be slung in
pairs on the hump of a bullock. An inner door
affords a view into a bath-room, paved with rough
bricks; the bath consisting of a space surrounded
by a parapet some six inches high, in which the
bather stands while his servant sluices him with cold
water from a succession of jars. It may be that
on & shelf at the bed's head are treasured some.
objects, trifling indeed in value, but made very dear
by association; a few school prizes and leaving- :
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| books* a fow sheets of ﬂlmsy pmk paper closely‘
i ertten, soiled, and frayed at every fold ; one or two
i p(xrtmlts in moroceo cases, too sacred for the photo—
i graphic album, and the mspgotwn and criticism of
 a stranger. . There is something touching in these
repositories, for they tell that, however much the lad
may appear to be absorbed in the pursuits and
pleasureﬂ of the mms—room, the pma.(le-gwund ‘the

snipeanarsh, and the race-conrse, his highest thoughts:

and dearest hopes are far away in that land where
he is never agaim to abide, until those hopes and
‘thoughts have long' been tamed and deadened byw
years and troubles. i

 Such are the quarters of a Butmh suba.ltem. The
 home of a married pair may be wmc‘what‘ more
comfortable, and the residence of a man in high
office considerably more magnificent ; but the same
characteristios prevail everywhere. < A spirit of seru-.
pulous order, and a snug domestia air, are not ‘tb be
attained in an Indian household. At best 4 semi-
barbarous profusmu an untidy, splendeur, and the
absence of sordid caves, form the compensation for
the loss of English comfort. Still, the lady must
have her drawing-room, where she can display her
wedding presents, and  the purchases which she
made at the Calcutta auctions during the cold
season before last.. The Comnﬁﬂsionﬂr“*tmust have
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his samctum, where he can wallow in papers and

‘write letters of censure to his collectors, letters of

explanation to the Revenue Board, and letters of
remonstrance to the local military authorities. The

_ epicure cannot do without a roofed passage leading

from his kitchen to bis parlour ; nor the sporting

 man without a looge box for the mare which he has
_entered for the Planter's Plate at Sonepore. Then,

tbo, gentlemen of horticultural tastes like to devote:

a spare hour to superintending the labours of their ; :

gardencm and the soil at Cawnpore well repays
aftention.  Most kinds of Baropean vegetables can
be produced with success, while peaches and melons,
shaddocks and limes, grow in mnative abundance :
together with those fruits which an old Qui-hye loves.
so dearly, but which to 4 fresh English palate are a
poor substitute indeed for haubboya aud ribstone
pippins ;—the mango, with a flavour like turpentine,
and the banana, with a flavour like an over-ripe
pear; the guava, which has a taste of strawberriey,
~ and the custard-apple, which has no perceptible tast@
at alls ‘
N one of those ins«bitutio‘ns which render the ordi-
-nary life of the English officer in Indin somewhat
less monotonous and objectless were wanting ' at
Jawnpore. There was a church, whose fair' white
tower, vising among a group of lofty trees, for more




("A WNPOﬁL’

than one dull and dusty mile greets the eyes of the
traveller on the road from Lucknow. That church,
which has stood scatheless through such strange
vicissitudes, will soon be superseded by a raors
imposing temple, built to commemorate the great
disaster of our race. There were meeting-houses
of divers Protestant persuasions, a Roman Catholic
chapel, and a mission of the ‘socxety for the Propaa !
gation of the Gospel. There was a race-course, as
there is in every spot throughout the East, where a
handful of our countrymen have got together; a
theatre, Whem the ladies of the garrison with good-
natured amugement witnessed cornets and junior
mavistratea”attcmpting to represent female whims
and graces; a Freemason's lodge, where the work
of initiation and iustruction went merrily on in a
temperature of 100° in the shade. There was a
racket-court, and a library, and neWs-rooms, and
biliard-rooms.  There were the assemblyrooms,
where dinners were given to passing Governors-
General, and balls to high official dames, where
questions of precedence were raised, and matches
made and broken. There was a breakfast club,
whither men repaired after their ride to disenss the
powers that be over their morning toast, at that
meal so dear to Britons from the Himalayas to
Point de Galle, and from the Sutlej to Hong-Kong,
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whether, as throughout Bengal, it be termed “little
“ breakfast,” or, as at Madras, it be known by the title |
F “early tea.” There was the band-stand, the very
heart and centre of up-country fashion, where the
‘wit and beauty and ‘gallantry of the station were | |
nightly wont to congregate. There was the ice-club, ]
for the manufacture and supply of that luxury which.
becomen a necessity under the tropic of Cancers-—
which more favoured Caleutta obtains straight from
the Canadian lakes, with Newfoundland codfish and
Pennsylvanian apples embedded in the erystal mass, e
The markets were well supplied with fish, flesh, and
fowl, at a cost that would gladden the heart of an
English housewife, though Anglo-Indians complain
loudly of the rise in prices, and grumble at being
forced to pay sixpence a pound for mutton, and
three shillings for a fat turkey, In the Zame season,
quails, wild ducks, snipe, and black partridges were
cheap and abundant ; and a dish of ortolans, a treat
which in Europe is confined to Italian tourists and
Parisian millionaires, was a common adjunct to the
~ second course at Caw apore dinner-tables.
The quarters of the native troops presented a Yory
dlﬁ'erent appearance from the English bungalows.,
Hepoy lines, generally speaking, consist of long rows
of huts built of mud on a framework of bamboos,
and thatched with straw. Every soldier bas his own
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 doghole, in which he keeps an mconcmvablc quantxt:v
‘of female relations, from his .gfrandmothu down-
wards., ' There he rules supreme, for no Sahib, be
he ever so enthusiastic on the subject of sanita-
tion and drainage, Would care to intrude upon the
myﬂtcmeu ot a sepay household, At the ends of
each row stand the, hablmtloxm of the mative officers
attached to the company : two or three cabins round
a finy couri}yard,‘ fenced in with a mud wall a fow
feet in hoight. The sepoy, unlike a Furopean
soldier, never becomes wholly military in his tastes
and habits, The dearest ambition of a yillagor iy
to increase the number of huts on his little premises,
and that ambition is not to be quenched even by
drill and pipe-clay. |

Each of the regiments had a-bazasr peculiar to
itself, crowded with people employed in supplying
the wants, and ministering to the pleasures of the
battalion which honoured them with its pa,troxm,ge.
Sutlers, corn-merchants, rice-merchants, sellers of
cotton fabrics, of silver ornaments, of tobacco and
stupefying drugs, jugglers, thieves, swarms of pros-
titutes, fakeers, and Thugs retived from business,
made up a motley and most wnruly population,
which was with difficulty kept in some show of order
by the energy of Sir George Parker, the cantonment
magistrate. The united cvew of these dens of =
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 iniquity and sedition did wot fall short of forty
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thousand in number,
The sepoys were tall men, the average height in
a regiment being five feet eight inches, and, seen
from & distance, in their scarlet coats and bldck
trousers, they presented a sufficiently military ap- ;
pearance. | bBuf, on nearer inspection, there was
Bomethirig3 in the general effect displeasing to an eye
accustomed to the men of Aldershot and Chalons.
No Oriental seems at ease in Furopean costume,-—
leagt of all in the English uniform so dear to the
heart of the old tailor colonels. The native soldier
in full dress wore a ludicrous and almost pathetic
air of uneasiness and rigidity. His clothes hung on
him ag though he were a very angular wooden frame.
Whether from consciousness of the figure which he
cut in his red funic, or from an instinctive fear of
the contamination contained in Christian cloth, the
sepoy was no sooner dismissed from parade or re-

lieved from guard than he hastened to doff every

shred: of the dress provided by Government, Clad
in the unprofessional but more congenial costume
of a yery seanty pair of linen drawers, he might be

seen now seated over a pile of rice or a huge ban-
nock, cooked for him by the women of his family ;

now, performing the copious ablutions, the obliga-
tion to which constitutes the single virtue of his .
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‘natwnal rehg:(m now, subrmttmu the erown ot his
~head to the barber for a periodical shave; now,

perchance, dlsaussmg with a circle of comrades the

‘probability of the Emperor of the Russians joining

with Brigadier Napoleon and the King of Roum in

“a scheme fox dnshoymg the power of the Dmt. Indmu

Clompany. »

His pay was seven mpees or fourteen shlllmgs,

month. Small as this sum may appear to us, it
wag amply sufficient to endow the sepoy with far
higher social consideration than s enjoyed by a
private ﬁoldwr in Huropean countries. The purest of
pure Bmhmms, hig faith forbade him from spending
much money on the gratification of his appetite.

The most confirmed gowrmand in the hattalion could
nevor dream of a better dinner than some coarse
fish from a nemhbourmw tank, favoured by a hand-

ful of spices ground between two fragments of 4
gravestone abstracted from the last English ceme-
tery ou the line of march. Such luxuries as these
could be procured at ‘mram that left “even the
private soldier o large margin whence to provide
- for any other ¢alls that might be made upon his
purse. He accordingly was regarded as a very
considerable porsonage by the mative populace. A
peasant-proprietor or small shopkeeper thought it
no small honour to receive an offer of marriage for

»
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hm daugyhter from a gent]cmau se,rvmg in the ranks
of ghe Oompany 8 army, and the sepoy was not slow
to make use of his matrimonial advantages. A
column of native troops on the march was accom-
panied from station to station by an endless string
of small carts, each containing one or two veiled
ladies, presumably young and pretty; one or two
without wveils, very indubitably old and ugly; to-
. gether with a swarm of dusky brats with enormous
stomachs, stark maked, with the almost nominal ex-
! ceptmn of a piece of tape fastened round the loi kM
In spite of his excellent pay, the native soldier was
almost invariably deep in debt. A strong sense of
family ties, an extreme generosity towards poor
connexions, is a marked trait in the Hindoo cha-
racter, amiable indeed, but not encouraging to the
student of Soecial Science.  Wheunever an  Indian
official steps into an ingome, relations of every de-
gree flock from all parts of the continent to prey
upon his facile (xﬂ'ectlon, and the prospect of sharing
the cornerof a sepoy's hut and the parings of his pay
proved sufficiently attractive to bring into canton-
ments herds of country cousins from Rohileund and

~ Shahabad. Neither would seven rupees a month ade-

‘quately defray the occasional extravagances enjoined

by “dustoor” or custom dustoor, the breath of a
Hindoo's nostrils, the motive of his actions, the
i ‘ (5 ’

&
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asmpla of his conversation, the tymnt of his life. It hae |
frequently happened that a private soldier has cele-
; l)mtad a marriage feast at a cost of three hundred
rupees, to obtain whieh he must, sell himself ‘body
and soul to one of thoso griping ruthless usurers who
are the bugbears of Oriental society. ‘
At the commencement of 18567, the cond1t10n of
‘the native army was unsatisfactory in the highest
degree. An impartial observer could not fail at every
tum to note symptoms ‘which proved beyond the
possibility of a doubt that a bad spirit was abroad.
But, unfortunately, those who had the best oppor-
‘ ‘tumty :['01 ob;:e’rvmg these symptoms were not im-
partial, The officers of the old Bengal army regarded
their soldiers with a fond credulity that was above
suspicion and deaf to evidence : and no wonder : for
on the fidelity of that army was staked all that they
~held most dear—professional reputation, soeial stand-
ing, the means of life, and finally, life itself. It was
- in deference to their pardonable but most fatal pre-
judices that on this ominous subject silence was
enforced during the years which preceded the out-
break. Tt was to please their pride of class that the
. tongues of more discerning men were tied, and their
pens blunted. It was in vain that General Jacob,
the stout Lord Warden of the Scinde Marches, wrote
and expostulated with all his native energy and five.
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Threatenﬂd and fmvmed on by his employcrs, sneﬂred

at by hls fellow officers a¢ an agitator and a buj yr-‘
body, he was at length brought to acknowledge thét i ‘

the tone of the Bcnrral army was 4 matter on whmh
0 wise man did well to hold hlf: eace. That great |
‘commander, whose excellent m1htmy Jjudgment, ma-

tured ‘n ]mropum camps, revolted at a state of
things so fmught with peril and seandal, learned too
late that not even the audquty of a Napier, not even
the glory of Meeance could protect him from the

consequences of having presumed to call in question

the fuith of the sepoy. As the only apparent effect

of his admonitions the turbulent and warlike province
of ()ude was zmnmed to our territory, and the ranks

of our army were swellod by the addition of ’rhousandq‘

of dmx,ffectf‘d native mereenarios:
That d_lsuphnc was lax, that insubordination was

1—10013 had, long been known by many who dared not

spoak out the truth. As far back as the year 1845
there oceurred a case in which a regiment broke into
open mutiny, and pelted its officers through eanton-
ments with the material employed in road-mending,
a customary missile in Bengalee riots. A party of

 mative infantry on a night march presented an

appearance, absurd indeed, but to a thoughtful

spectator not without serious significance, The men

straggled along, carrying in their hands some beloved
o2
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pxpe, then' mosb treasured possessmn, while thur
muskets were aarelessly ﬁung into the bullack—carts,
in which not a few sepoys were snoring cmnfortably
- amidst the baggage. Even those on foot dozed as
they walked, with that unaccountable capacity, com-
mon to all Hindoos, of going to sleep under the most
 adyerse circumstances ; the collar of their great-coat
. turned up and kept in its place by a strip of calico;
their ears protmted by folds of cloth passed under-

neath the chin and fastened over the top of the head,

with & re{,mumtal forage-cap perched on the summit of

this unsightly and nnmartial head-gear. In some corps

‘men had so little respect for military rule and custom
as to strip off their uniforms even when on guard.

There were those who in great part attributed these

ir regularities to the abolition of corporal punishment
effected by Lord William Bentinck, that wise and

true fmcnd of the native population of Tndia. Tt is to

be hoped, for the cause of humanity and enlighten-

ment, that men who so think are mistaken in their

opinion. It cannot, however, be denied that, whatever

be the reason, there was truth in the words spoken to a

givilian by an old pensioned native officer -— Ah Sa-

hib!” said the veteran, “The army has ceased to fear.”

At the siege of Mooltan, where native troops from

all parts of India were collected into one army, the

vile temper of the Bengal sepoys and the extraor-
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il dnmry mdulgmce displayed towards them by their
,oﬂ‘icers becama pamfully apparent, These insolent
h}ghvmste mercenaries positively refused to labour in
 the trenches, and endeavoured to induce or force
the modest ﬂnd trusty Bombay soldiers to follow
their e uuple On one occasion a mob of these
mﬂmls, being unable to persuade a fatigue-party of

Bombay men to strike work, proceeded to revile and

at lung,th to stone their worthier comrades. A captain
in a rifle regiment marked the ringleaders, but the
‘ Benval officers flatly declined to take any steps in
‘the matter, and the story was hushed up in order

that their feelings might be spared. When the Sixty-
pixth Native infantry mutinied, their chiefs endea-

voured to palliate the guilt of the regiment; but Sir

Charles Napier refused to see with any eyes save his

own, and promptly dishanded the corps, which was

replaced by an excellent levy of the valiant High-
landers ‘'of Nepaul, Sir Charles expressed great
displeasure at the report sent in by the commanding
 officer of the regiment, and especially at a sentence

which (‘hamctcmed what was in fact a shout of de-
ﬁzmne a8 4 “a murmur of discontent,” To the very
last, at a time when mutiny and murder were rife
from Peshawur to Dacea, each pm"txnular colonel
W ﬁrmly impressed with the iden that his battalion
would be the Ariel of the army, faithful only it to its
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~ oath and salt, to the recollections, of bounty-money
~ and the hopes of pension. ¢ Pity,” writes an officer of
the Sixty-fifth regiment, ¢ that Europeans abusing a
corps cannot be strang up.”  On the twenty-second
of May o letter appeared in the Eaglishman news-
paper from Colonel Simpson, who commanded the
Sixth Bengal Infantry at the all-important station of
Allahabad.  He was very indignant at the suspicions
which had been expressed concerning the intentions
_ of the men under his charge, who, aecordmg to him,
% gyince the utmost. loya] ty So far from being mis-
“ trusted, they are our main protection.” Not many
days after he was glad to escape into the fort with a
ball through hig arm, while his officers were being
butehered by the men on whora he had placed so un-
Bounded a reliance. The “ staunchness” of the sepoys
was at that time so common a topic with their chiefs
that the expression became a byword among Caleutta
people; for at whatever station the colomel most .
loudly, pertinaciously, and angrily declared his regi-
ment to be “staunch,” it was to that quarter that
men looked for the next tidings of massacre and
outrage. Tt was not till he gaw his own house in
flames, and the rupees from the Government treasury
scattered broad-cast over the parade-ground-~it was
not, till he looked down the barrels of sepoy muskets,
and heard sepoy bullets whizzing round his ears, that
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an old Bengal officer could begin to believe that his

men were not as staunch as they should be ; and yet,
as will be veen in the course of this narrative, there
might exist a degree of confidence and attachment
which was proof even against that ordeal.

Respect for the obligations of bloodwulafmnslup
is 80 strong in the Hindoo mind, that jobbery and
nepotism flourish in Oriental society to an extent
which would seem inconceivably audacious to the

 colder imagination of a western public servant. The
siystem of family patronage runs through all ranks
and classes. The Indian judge loves to surround
himself with kindred clerks of the court and con-
sanguineouy ushers. The Indian superintendant of
‘police prefers to have about him inspectors and ser-
geants, bound- to his interest by nearer ties than
those of official dep#udenue. The head bearer fills
his master's house with young barbarians from his
native v1llage ; and, in“like mauncr, the veteran
sepoys took measurcsto keep the regiment supplied
with recruits from the neighbourhood in which they
themselves had been born and bred. No strapping
young Tewarry, or Pandy,. who had a mind to
shoulder a Company’s musket and touch the Com- j
; pany’s rupees, had long to wait for a place in the
section of which the sergeant was his uncle and
the corporal his brotherin-law. On the other hand,
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i stranger  was sbdm driven from the regiment by
| that untiring and organized social oppression, in
which, if we are to believe the daily press, military
men of all nations and grades are such admirable
adepts. And so it came to pass in the course of
time, that the company partook of the natwre of
a family, and the battalion of the nature of a elan.
The consequence was, that there existed a sympathy
and free-masonry throughout the ranks of quite
another tendency from that tone of regimental patri-
otmm and martial brotherhood, known in Huropean
armies by the title of esprit-de-corps.”  Such
a state of things afforded peculiar facilities for
‘ (‘:onspiring. A disaffected body of sepoys possessed
~ the power of a host, and the discretion of a clique.
The most extensive and perilous designs could be
matured in perfect secrecy, and carried into effoct by
the weight of a vast and unanimous multibude, -

The real motive of the mutiny was the ambition
of the soldiery. Spoilt, flattered, and idle, in the
insolence of its presumed strength that pampered
army thonght nothing too good for itself, and nothing
too formidable. High caste Brahming all, proud as
Lucifer, they deemed that to them of right belonged
the treasures and the empire of India. Hampered

- with debt, they locked for the day of a general
spoliation. ~ Chafing under restraint, they panted to
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mchﬂge ﬁhadevea in wmbmdled rapine and licence.
They were bent upon the foundation of a glgaumc
&mxht;ax 'y despotism, They looked forward to the
time when Soubahdars and Jemmadars. should be
Maharajas and Nawabs ; when the taxes should be |
‘collmted by sopoy receivers-general, and paid into
sepoy treasuries; when every private should hayve
his zenana full of the loveliest danghters of Lahore
and Rohileund ; when great landholders from Buns 0
‘deleund  and Orissa should come with cages of 0
‘dmmonds to beg a favourable decision from Mungul
Pandy ; when great merchants from Liverpool and
. Marseilles should come with bags of sovercigns to
ask leave of Peer Bux to establish a factory at
‘Mutlah or Chandemagore.. They evinced an equal
contempt for all the other elasses of the inhabitants
of India. They despised the excellent armies of
Bombay and Madras, and their insolence was re-
quited with bitber aversion. They looked down on
| the Ghoorkas as savages, and presumed to regard
the heroes of Chillianwallah and Ferozeshah as a
conquered race ; as if, forsooth, it was sepoy prowess
which, after more than one series of fierce and dubious
Lhattleﬂ, had at length prevailed over the brave and
haughty warriors of the Punjaub. = And at length, in
the plenitude of their pride and folly, they began to
call in question the efficacy of the English name.
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We had, indeed, been negligent.” We had heet
improvident even unto madness, Some twenty
~ thousand European troops were scattored over the
continent of India ; for the security of which seventy
thousand are now held to be barely sufficient.  In
the May of 1857, from Meerut in the North-west,
to Dinapore in the Sonth-east, two wealk ' British
regiments only were to be found. In these dnys,‘
a battalion of English infantry may be placed at
. any important clty in our dominions within the
twenty-four hours. = Then, all the field-batteries
throughout the entire region of Oude, with a single
exception, were manned by native gunners and
drivers. Now, in every station on the plains, the
artillerymen, the trained workmen of warfare, with-
out whom in modern times an armed foree is helpless,
are one and all our own countrymen. Then, our
only communication was along roads which the first
rains turned into strips of hog, and up rivers tres-
cherous with crossing current and changing sand-
banks. Now, through the heart of every provinee,
there runs, or soon will run, those lines of rail and
lines of wire, which defy alike season and distance.

The natives of India possess a sharp insight into
matters that come within the limits of their own
sphere, but are strangely ignorant of all that passes
beyond those limits, The sepoy ringleaders knew to
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2 man the sfmngth or . mther the weaknnss, of Buro-
pean forcea in the North of India. But, incredible
ag it may appear; they were firmly improssed with
the idea that ‘the‘y‘saw with their eyes the whole
extent, of our resources, Public opinion in Hin-
dostan placed the population of the British Isles af
. something over a hundred thousand souls. This error
was so universal that a native swho did not share in
the halhwination was sure to be a man of superior
discernment and rare strength of mind. Hyder Ali
and Run]cet Smg, the Hannibal and the Mithridates
of India, had often in their mouths the same phrase
concerning the power of the Company, They feared,
they would say, not what they saw, but what they

. did not see. Jung Bahadour, the farfamed Mayor

of the Pahwo of Nepaul, when the first dull rumour

of the commfr crisis began to be bruited, paid a visit

to England on purpose to learn for himself what the
. state of the:case really was; and returned firmly re-
solved not to take part against a power which could
_ raise at a pinch hundreds of millions of money, and
hundreds of thousands of men.  On one occasion
during the troubles, a party of sepoys attacked some
- gung worked by ®ikh artillerymen, only to be beaten
off with heavy loss. The officer in charge of the
battery was much amused at hearing one of the men
say to his comrades, “If those fools of pandies had
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“gver heen at Battses' Hotel, Vere Stroet, Oxfmd‘
i Sbreet they would not have come on so boldly.”
On i mqulry, it appeared that this Ju(lxezous Punjabee
bad gone to London in the service of some Anglo-
Indian; where, as he stood at the mouth of Vere
Street, he might see passing to and from Hyde Park
in a single day as many Sahibs as would stock two
such towns as Loodianah or Unyitsur,

The conviction that all our available male pbpu—
 lation was already in India began to he shaken ag,
_ regiment after regiment, brigade upon brlgmle, angry
fighting men of Saxon race came pouring np from
Caleutta, in a continuous stream, by road, by rail,
and by river. And yet that conviction lingered long.
When the magnificent array collected for the final
siege of Lucknow passed through Cawnpore our
Sikh allies would have it that Sir Colin, like the
stage manager at Astley’s theatre, marebed his men
in at one end of the town and out at the other, and
then brought them back outside the walls to repeat
the same manceuyre. When the mutincors first
caught sight of the Highland costume, they cried
with joy that the men of Kngland had been ex-
hausted, and that the Company had been reduced to
| eall out the women. They soon had reason to repent
I : their mistake, and thenceforward adopted a theory
b more consistent with the fact, for they held that the
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pettwmts were desxgned to remind their Wearers that
they had been sent to India to exact vengeance for
the murder of the English ladies. ;
|| The msulencc and greed of the soldiers, thmr im-
mmmme of discipline, and their lust of power, were
the effective causes of the outbreak. But the pIOXh'
mate cause was the fancied insult which had been
offered to their national religion. Upon this most,
- yoxed question, a distinguished civil servant, who
‘held high office in Calcutta during those eventful Y
mdnths,niﬁtdwont to say that he could never trust the
judgment of a man who maintains that the greased
 eurtridges had little to do with the mutiny. There
are a class of our countrymen. who delight in stigma-
tizing the natives of India as hypocrites and infidels.
These men affect to disbelieve in the sincerity of the
religious professions of any Mussulman who cannot
resist the, temptation of iced champagne, or of any
Hindoo who indulges himself in a quiet slice of the
 joint which has appeared at bis master’s table. As
if the men who are foremost to avenge the wrongs
' of their ereed and to thrust it down the throats of
their neighbours were always the most serapulous in
their obedience to its precepts. As if History was
“not full of covetous Fathers of the Church and poly-
gamous Defenders of the Faith.  Jehu was zealous
to destroy the priests of the House of Baal, and o
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burn his images with fire : howbeit he departed not
from the sins of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who
made Tsrael to sin. Archbl*shop Land was emphati-
eally a good Churchman, and yet he too often forgot
the blessing pronounced upon the merciful by the
Divine founder of his Church, and the curse uttered
againgt those who lade men w:th burdens grievous to
be borne. :
The mind of the sepoy roeked with 1‘(’:110'10118 pre-
judice. e had adopted his profession in accord-
ance with the dictates of his saperstition. He
 belonged to a sacred order, and his life was one
long ceremony. He could not prepare his simple
food without clearing for himself a separate plot of
ground secure from the intrusion of others. Should
a stranger step into thiz magic ring, the food which
he had cooked was thrown untasted away. When
some Bengal regiments were serving in China, it
occasionally happened that an unlucky native of the
country, intent on theft or barter, set hig profane
foot within the hallowed circle, and was immediately

saluted with a volley of threats and missiles from
the outraged soldier whose meal he had spoiled.
The bewildered wretch would take to flight across
the camping-ground, plunging through the kitchens,
defiling dinners by the score, and, in whatever direc-
tion he turned, rousing about his ears a swarm of
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mdlgnzmb hunwry Brahmins, Even if the sepoy was
i mclmed to become lax in his observances, there were
‘not ‘wanting ghostly advisers to check his latitudi-
narian tendencies. A battalion on march was usually i
preceded by two or three fakeers, the bloated, filthy,

sensual wandering friars of the Fast; wilddooking
fellows, in orange or salmon«ooloured linem, if he

good luck they deigned to wear any clothes at all: g
their locks of long hair matted in strange fashion
with grease and dirt; their bodies sprinkled with
‘&ishé&a,nd daabed with coarse paint. So pernicious
and irregular a custom was not tolerated in the
Presidencies of Bombay and Madras : but in Bengal
thesie fellows were highly regarded by, the soldiers,
and did duty as unofficial regimental chaplains.
Fwe parts tallow, five parts stearine, and one part
wax, were the ingredients of that unsavoury composi-
tion, the memory of which will henceforward never
perish as long as England has history and India hag
tradition. Captain Boxer, of the Royal Laboratory
at Woolwich, was quite unable to offer an ¥ decided
opinion as to the particular description of animal
from which the tallow was derived, but was cortain
that the mixture was innocent of hog’s lard.  Not so
thought the Brahmins of the regiments stationed in
the vicinity of the capital. About the middle of
January, 1857, amidst the frivolous and ill-natured
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gossip which is the chief material of Caleutta journal-
ism, there peer out certain vagne und uncomfortable
‘paragraphs, A rumour has been current among
¢ the sepoys at Dumdum and Barrackpore that they
“are to be baptized, and we hear that they are greatly
.““alarmed in GOIISGQIIGIICQ.‘ It should be explained to |
“them that the only ceremony of the kind to which
“soldiers are required to submit is the baptism of
“fire.” Again, a letter from Barrackpore announces
that “bunrral()ws here are set fire to every night.”
On the 10th of February, a Hindu” solemnly warns ‘
the Governor-Gleneral thus: “My Lord, this is the
“ most critical time ever reached in the administra-
“tion of British India. Almost all the independent
“native Princes and Rajahs have been so much
“ offended at the late Amnexation policy, that they
“have begun to entertain deadly enmity to the
“ British empire in India. Moreover, as for the
“internal defences of the empire, the ecartridge
“question has created a strenuous movement in
“some portions of the Hindu sepoys, and will
“gpread it through all their ranks over the whole
“country to the great insecurity of British rule.”
These notices, which we now read by the light of a
terrible experience, appear side by side with satirical
poerus on their more fortunate comrades by military
officers who cannot get civil employ ; advertisements
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| of a fa,ncy fair for falm advancement of nuﬁwe female .
education ; and a pmpomtxon to appoint a committee
of % e;l“xgxbla young civilians” to indemni !y the ladies

‘ whose Duxope bonnets have been ruined by the dust

 on the course.  Ere many months were lown, ehg;ble

i ymmg civilians had four other mattars ta oceupy their

a,btentwm | i

AL length, on the zﬁth of Febmarv, the Nmetoenhb ‘

Benpral Native Infantry, quartered at Berhampore,,

being ¢ “‘hrmbed to parade for exercise with blank

ammﬁmtiqn, refused to obey the cormand, aud in |

the course of the followmg night turned out with a

great noise of (hummmg and shouting, broke open

the bells of arms, and committed other acts of open
mutmy. By order of the. Governar- General the

. regiment was disarmed, marched duwﬂ to  Barrack-

pore, a distance of somethmg ’Q’Wpa hundred miles,
and the}m ‘disbanded by Ma‘]owgenuml Hearsey, who
' perfox‘mod his trying task'with erwrg;f discretion, and
couragm As yet there had been no blood shed ; but
far worse Was goon to come. J;"jm 'l‘hm,y—{ourbh
Native Infantry had for some tithe past been ripe
for revolt. There were nearly six Kimdred high-casto
men in the ranks, and the corps was stationed among
‘local as@ogmtlons which fostered the most lively
emotions in the minds of men in a stute of high
religious excitement, TIn the year 1825, Bamack-
D

\uf
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‘pore had been the scene of a military punlt which
had been repressed with timely severity. One of
the ringleaders, a Brahwmin sepoy, had been hanged
in thef“presence‘v of his comrades. This mon was
regarded as a martyr; the spot where he met his
fate, on the edge of a large tank, was still pointed
out to each nmew-comer, and the brass implements
with which he performed his acts of worship had
been preserved in the quarter-guard as relies of the
departed saint.  Unfortunately the regiment was
commanded by an officer who thus deseribes himself
i1 honest and manly language: 1 beg to state that
¢ 3% has been my invariable plan to act on the broad
“Hne which Scripture enforces, that is, to speak
“ without resevve to every person. When T therefore
¢ address natives on the subject of religion, whether
«individually or collectively, it has been no question
« with me whether the person or persons I addressed
% belonged to this or that regiment, or whether he is
% g shopkeeper, merchant, or otherwise, but T speak
4o all alike, as sinners in the sight of God; and 1
“have no doubt that I have often in this way
« (indeed, am quite certain,) addvessed sepoys of my
“ gwn regiment, as also of other regiments at this
«and other stations where I have been quartered.
«, ... As to the question whether I have en-
« deavoured to convert sepoys and others to Christi-
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“ anity, T would humbly reply that this has been my Ll

“object; and, I conceive, it is the aim and end of
“ every Christian who speaks the Word of God to
“ another, namely, that the Lord would make him
“the happy instrument of converting his neighbour

“to God.” Did not this good Colonel forget who it

was who bade us give not that which is holy unto the.
dogs, neither cast our pearls before swine, lest they
trample them under their feet-, and turn again and
j rend us

‘On the 29th of March, a pnmte of the Thirty
fourth, Mungul Pandy by name, finder the combined
influence of religious frenzy and intoxicating drugs,
took into his head to swagger about in front of the
lines, musket in hand, bawling: “Come out, you
“ blackguards! The Buropeans are upon us! From
. “biting these cartridges we shall become infidels !

“ Get ready!  Turn out, all of you!” This conduct

in the course of time brought down npon him the

Adjutant and the Sergmnt—magm which in no wise
disconcerted Mungul Pandy. He shot the officer’s
horse, disabled his bridle arm, and finally, with the
assistance of some of the boldest among his comrades,
desperately wounded and drove off both the Huro-
peans, The Colonel next appeared on the stage.
Here again it may be best to quote his own words :
“The native officer at length ordered the guard to
D2
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“ advance. Thf,y did so, six or seven pacea, aud
“halted. The native officer returned to me, ﬂtatmg
“that mone of the men would go on. 1 felt it was
“useless gmng on ¢ any further in the matter. Some
“ one, a native in undress, mentionsd to we that the
“gepoy in front was a Brahmin, and that no one
“would hurt him. T considered it quite useless, and -

% useless macrifice of lifo, to order a HFuropean
- % officer with the guard to seize him? as he would, no

“ doubt, have plckul off the Luropoan officer, without
“ his receiving any assistance from the guard. I then
“Jeft the guard, and x'eportul tho matter to the
# Brigadier,”

Fortunately there was at hand a man who had

no seruple about the life of at least one European

officer. Before many minutes had elapsed General
Hearvey rode on to the parade-ground, and found it i
already covered with an agitated mob of ;sepoys',

amongst whom might here and there be seen an
English officer doing his best to prevent his men
from following the example of Mungul Pcmdy, who
had by this time reloaded his musket, and was now
qtalkm'rr about in the presence of his regiment, which
had got together round the quarter-guard, brandish-
mg his drlppmg sword, and shoutmg “#You have

“ excited me to do this, and now, you bluukguards,
* you will nut join me!” An ofﬁuer cwlled"@ut to

u"

il
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Hearsey, “ Have a care! His musket i Ioadedx”
lhe General replied, “ Damn his musket ! an oath
concerning which every true Enghshman will make
the customary invocation to the Recording Angel.

Hearsey summoned the gnard to advance, but the

‘ natlve officer answered as before.  The Geeneral,
however, by & significant motion of his revolver, gave
the Jemmadar to understand that this time he had
to deal with a man of very different kidney from the
Colonel. 'The gtmrd accordingly, went forward ; the
Jemmadar in front, watched on cither side by a
young Hearsey, pistol in hand. Their gire himself
rode straight at the mutineer, who, seeing that the
game was up, turned the muzzle to his own breast,
touchod the trigger with his toe, and fell, severely
burt. He was secured, and conveyed to the hos-

‘ pltal and the concourse dispersed quietly to their
lines, after having been roundly taken to task by the
General for their cowardice and unsoldierlike be-
haviour in standing by without moving a finger,
while their officers were being cut to pieces.

Mungul Pandy was condemned by cour t-martial,
and duly hanged on the 8th of April. At first there
was some difficulty about finding an execuntioner,
Public opinion had become less squeamish before
the year was out.  From this miscrable fanatic was
baken the name of “Pandy,” which in Anglo-Indian
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slang ammﬁi,d mutineer. = There were those who
loved to apply the hn‘mbli, nickname of “white
“ Pandies” to those wise and good men who, amldest
~ the general frenzy, preserved some spark of Juﬂbwe
and humanity ; whe would not lend their ¢ountenance
to a barbarous pohcy dictated by cruelty and craven
fear : ‘'who refused to devastate provmoes and de-
populate cities, to butcher the women of Delhi Pmd‘
torture the shopkeepers of Allahabad, to confomul
inmocent and guilty in one vast pmsmpmon “and

. one universal massacre : just as, ab the end of the

last century, there were those who stigmatized as
“ Jacobiny” the English statesmen who could not
be reviled or shocked out of the belief that the king
and the nobility of France had been less sinned
against than sinning ; and that, in any case, it was
not our business to avenge the wrongs of alien
~ dukes and marquises upon the senators who had
abolished their priviloges, the peasants who ]md shot
their game, and the board which was busnly engaged
in dividing their provinces into departments,

Seven companies of the- Thirty-fourth regiment
were dishanded, after all pecuniary claims had been
discharged. 'The closing effect was dramatic enough.
General Hearsey made the men a spivited harangue,
reminding them of their misdeeds, and giving some
hints as to their future conduct which they would




have dom, Well to have lmd to heart. Then came
the parting ; not Wlthont tears, it is said, on both
sldms The sepoys stripped off their accoutrements,
and Were ferried across the river, bag and baggage,
in Government steaners, and there sent about their
business. In order to disprove the report that the
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Corapany had designs against their religion, they

‘were informed that every facility would be afforded
them for visiting Hindoo shrines of repute hetore

they bent their steps towards their villages in Oude

and Bahar.

Unfmtunately for themselve@, the men of the two
regiments broken up at Barrackpore were bent upon !
doing a far less innocent service to the cause of
their faith than that of feeing, out of the arrears of
their pay, the priests of Juggernauth and Tripety.
The most active and determined among their num-
ber deliberately proceeded to spread over the whole
continent of India the tidings of the late oceur-
~ renges, told with more than Oriental exaggeration,
and received with more than Oriental credulity.  No
society of rich and civilized Christians, who ever
undertook to preach the gospel of peace and good-
will, ean have employed a more perfect system of
organization  than was adopted by these raseals,
whose mission it was to preach the gospel of sedi-
tion and slaughter. By twos and threes, in various




d\bguwcs, and on drvcrs pmh Ms? they f@uml t}]ew i
way to every natwe ngmen ‘in the three Pmsx-_
. dencies. Wherevar they wont they mlatad ‘how

1 the (Lue,en of Il‘mg]and had mrmmnded that (the

Hmdoos and Mwssulmana of India should be made
011mstmna, come what might ; hctw the Gm'emor—‘

Geneml the Great Lord Sahib, hnd remomtmted , ¢

with ‘her, saying that he must first slay three
~ hundred thousand holy and lwarned men  of both
: 'ehg,mns how the Queen had w;;omml “Lietit then
be done ;7 how the Grc,ab Lord Sahib had rewlved |
' to begin with the army, and had ordered the troops
" to bite cartridges smeared with the fat of cow and
pig; how the sepoys at Barrackpore had bravely
vesisted the tyrannous and ageursed mandate; how
‘some had testified to the death, and some had
; ﬂuffercd bonds and scourging, and all had been de-
prwud of their rank and calling, and 1'01@19@(1 of the

‘pensions which they bad enmed by wvalour and
fidelity and ancient service. =~ Then their hearors
were wamed that a like fate was in store for all 5
that 2 strenuous and united effort could alone save
their freedom and their religion ; and that the hour
was fast apprwchmg when  the Brahmins of t,he‘
army must rule, or be for ever slayes and Chmﬁlans.
Sometimes, it was a couple of fakeers perched on
an elephant ; sometimes, a party of country-people
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i on thair way to the. Ganges for their annual dip in ‘
the ‘sacred stream; a gang of gipsies; a string of
oamel-drwem or a troop of musicians escorting a
celebrated nanteh-dancer to her home in Cashaere,
 after a successful seagon in Bengal. | However it
| might be, it invariably happened that, a few hours
after the strangers had entered the station, the
 bazaar and the cantonments were in a ferment of

. gossip and conjecture ; the sepoys at once grew

 sulky and idle ; the Mahomedans of the town became
insolent, and the Hindoos pert. The very domestic
servants appeared to share the contagion; the vooks
got drunk, and the grooms stupid ; the water-carrier
omitted to fill the bath, and the butler to ice the
Moselle ; the peon spent twice his usual number of
hours in conveying & note to the next compound but
~one; while the bearers delighted to insult their
mistress by smoking under her window, and ‘coming
bareheaded into her presence, whenever the Sahib
‘and his horsewhip were well out of the way.

. To us, who from the standing-point of complete
and certain knowledge look back upon that March
and April pregnant with a great and sombre future,
it scems indeed miraculous that our countrymen
then resident in India should not have entertained
a suspicion of what those months would bring forth,
It appears incredible that the officers should have
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: 'lwed their ordmm'y lwes hu,ntmp', dmmg, dancx% ‘
| speuulatmg; on the pmbab]e height of the tlwrf'nm“
meter, and the posmble chanees of promotmn while

within a few yards of them qamrtem the men were“

i debaﬁmg ‘the programme of the coming mutmy, L
arranging who was to shoot down the adjutant, and
. who was to fire the thatch of the colonel’s bungalow Al
| d.m«mbamg then' hopes of assistance from Gwalior,

Nepmd and St. Petembulg. Can it be belie

~ that morning after moruing our cowntrymen’ looked

* down the row of dark faces: zmd gleaming eyes, and

ved "‘

never dreamed that in all that array, so fair. and'_ i

~ orderly to view, any heart beat with a lufher am=
bition than could be satisfied by a stmpe or an
epaulette; with a deadlier malice than might be
gratified by the disappointment of some rival in the
good opinion of the soubahdar? And yet, o it

was, In spite of all that was said and written = |

concerring the childlike docility of the affectionate

sepoy, confidence and regard did not exist' between
the officer and the soldier. That the case had once
been far otherwise Was acknowledged on all sides,
and the change was noted by military men of the
old school with regret, qualified by a slight tincture
of self—ﬂatmfactlon. Young subalterns retorted that i
the ancient intimacy between superior and inferior
was connected with the loose habits which disgraced
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/ AngloAIndmn society in days gone by, when the
~ soldier mnda.rod to the vices of his officer, or, at
any rate, was ‘cognisant of their existence. Those
who have studied canuse and effect will be slow to
a(‘cept the theory that this ustrano‘ement bemeen
| the messroom and the lines was in ‘any great.
. measure due to the increased morality uf the Tndum
army. ‘

officers from regimental duty for employment on the
staff and in the civil posts; a custom ‘so”deﬂvr_‘ti‘.)“
all who bore the great and time-honoured names,
which had been conspicuous in the Court of Directors
and at the Calcutta Council-board as far back as
the time of Barwell and Warren Hastings. And
yet, though family interest received due considera-
tion from those who dispensed the good things of
the service, it was unfortunate for the ‘eﬁieie’my of
the Bemgél Army that merit did not go without
a share in the loaves and fishes, A young man
~on the threshold of hig profession was recommended
by hig father, and entreated by his sisters, skilled
like all Anglo-Indian ladies in the inscrutable

mysteries of official success, to get away from his
regiment as early as possible.  The teaching of his

relations was enforced by the golden words which

dropped from the lips of the Chairman of the

The root 0{' the evil 'lay in the wmhdmwal of& |




i | pride, the Pollock: medal i in his lmnd tha awor(.

mwwpom.

| ~‘IIon0ura,ble ﬂourt when, on t}m pmzendwy a*zt Addn@» !

tmmbe, the lad stood f‘orth blushmcr with mndc&t 0

honour under his arm, andapﬂe of nnhtmthmrma,; W
emblmoned with the arms of the academy, on the

mble before him, After hm arrival on Indian ahorea, ‘
the same advice was 1mpressed upon hml by his unele

the caudder Judgc, his cousin the junior secretary, i

and his school-chum the probatmnmy sub«assambant«
‘oummmsary general ‘ il
i Rum were the pmes open to the aspmng cadeﬁ il
rich, ibub far from rare. There were the p«ttahtx ool

| agencies at the courts of Folkar and Scindiah ;

. at the seats of the ancient and romantie dynasties
of Rajpootsma ; at that Earopean station whence,

| in dangerous proximity, an English resident still
' watehes with anxions glance the intrigues and feuds

which agitate the nest of Arab and Rohilla cut.
throats, who proteot and terrify the Nizam of Hyder-
~abad. There were the Deputy Commissionerships
oﬁ' Oude and the Punjanb, whose occupants enjoyed

a salary almost, equal to that of a Collector in the
more settled provinces, with a far greater share of
powcr and responsibility.  There were the poata

" in the branches of admmmtmtmn ‘more exclusively

military : the Deparﬁments of the, Ad;JutaanemmI e
‘the Quartcr—Master—(wneral the Oammmsmywﬁmw
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‘ml and the Judge-Advocate-General, Fmally,
'there were the nunierous irregular corps in the

i ‘ Decvan and on the North-west Frontier, to each of

which were attached some three or four captmm
and &mbﬂltems, who fully appreciated the increase
. of their pay, and the excitement afforded by their .\
aritical ‘and interesting duties. In short, appomt— i

ments ‘which enabled officers to make money and

reputation faster than was possible for their less
 fortunate brethren who remained in the line, were so

 numerous that, after fanily claims had been satisfied,
the surplug sufficed to absorb all the most promis-
ing and pushmg youngsters in the Bengal Mlhmzy
Service, -

Tt was not only that this system drained the a,rmy“

of iudividual zeal and talent. The professional spirit

of the mass could not thrive under so blighting
an influence.. The officers present with the Corps
 gradually ceased to take pride in the conscientious
performance of their regimental duties; for their
_employment upon those duties was a standing proof
 that they were wanting in ability and high official
conuexmu It was very difficult to throw much

energy and enthusiasm into such work ag gscorting
treasure, guarding jails, inspecting the cross-belts
and listening to the grievances of Sepoys, while

a junior licutenant in the same. battalion was
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‘coercing refmcbory Rmahﬁ, m- scoumng the border
at the head of five hundred wild Pathan homemeu.
What wonder if, under these mrcumstanws, men
| boeame sick ab heart? Disgusted ab their position,
they no longer made the welfare and happiness of
their soldiers an all-important chject: and neglect
often deepened into aversion and contempt. The
cadets, as was only too natural, caught the pre-
vailing tone, © Young men fresh from home are 50
shocked at the apparent deficiency in the Hindoo

i character of manliness, honesty, and self-respect;

the ‘qualities which. Englishmen most regard, that,
80 to speak, their better impulses are apt to render
them carcless of the rights and sentiments of the
native populativn, | “Do I not well to be insolent?”
iy a quéstiou asked daily, in a more or less logical
form, by the majority of our countrymen in India.
It requires a larger stock of philosoply than 'gen-
‘erally falls to the share of a lad of nineteen in
a new red coat, with his first month's pay in the
. pocket, to realize the convietion that an imperial
# people, who undertake to govern others, must firsf
govern themselves; and that it is the height of
folly and cruelty to subjugate a hundred millions of
men, and then abuse them because they are as God
made them, and not as we would fain have them.
And so it came to pass that to be sent back to




head quarters was “a shame,” regimental duty was
“a bore,” and the sepoys were “mniggers.” That
‘hateful word, which is now constantly on the tongne~
of all Anglo-Indians, except civilians and mission-
aries, made its first appearance in decent society

 during the years which immediately preceded ther

 mutiny. The immorality of the term is only equalled

by the absurdity. To call the inhabitants of Hin-

 dostan “niggers,” is just as unreasonable as it would
\ibe for Anstrian officials to designate the subject
populations of Venetia and Hungary by the col-
lective title of “serfs.” In the eyes of an English
planter, or mi]way-eontrm‘:'bor; there is no digtinetion
of race or rank. Khoonds and Punjabees, Pariabs

~and Coolin Brahmins, bazaar-porters and Rajahs

with a rent-roll .of half a million, and a genealogy
longer thau that of Howards and Stanleys, ave
“niggers " alike, one and all, with the prefix of that
 profane epithet, which has been the Shibboleth of
the Englishman abroad since the days of Philip
de Comines. And so, in a Bengal corps, whether
he were a grey-bearded Mahomedan soubahdar, the
arbiter and exponent of regimental custom and tra-
dition, or a high-caste Rajpoot, or a Sikh veteran
| marked with the scars of Sobraon ; every man knew
well that he was dubbed *nigger” by some slip
of an ensign, who could not tell his right hand from



a d&ys consxdarul to be & very mrspectable nom‘lee« ,f

Q ‘ 'lhom Were U f 5
L aetually dmng o:lut’
| do(:l;qtﬁ ‘three

ment. The other members of the mess were e

. away from hc‘a,d—qum'tmfa, inditing minutes at Cal- o
cuttay deciding suits in some distant non«mgnlsmon, j

provinee, or tracking the course of the Nile through
the deserts of Nubia. = Such, hmvevm, was, ot

universally the. case.  Hore and there mig :
found a corps where the' regimental tone, th
written and unpalpabie law, 'not pas
nor enforeed hy overt penalties, but abeyed mml |
and without questiot, had ordained that staff em.
ployment was not a legitimate ﬂbj(mt of ambition,
The officers: plumed | ‘themselves tupon keeping all
together, and rising one with a'nmher in the mdmary
course of promotion. They: shot. fﬂgvers, and gpeared

hogs, and played whist and billiards,. and meauwhnlw ‘
lookod well after their mmmmes, and @ammvadﬁ i
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to know aomethmg about the private history and‘
character of every mwan under their command, They
voted it unfas)lummble to attempt the pass examina-
tion in Hindoostanee, success in which was an in-
. dispensable qualification for the staff: an ordeal
familiarly known as the P, H. ; that pair of consonants
which are seldom far from the lips, and never out of
‘the thoughts of the more aspiring subalterns of the
Bengal army.  And yet, averse as they were to
 grammars and dictionaries, these men spoke the
vernacular languages with rare facility. But nof ‘
even to such officers as these was breathed a syllable
of that fearful secret, which Hngland would have
cheaply bought at the price of a million pounds for
a single letter.  Their soldiers entertained tow: ards

them a strong and genuine regard. It was not“ L

~ among the ranks which they commanded, that the
| ‘spmt of sedition was born and nurtured. But in
the day of wrath there was no distinction of person.
 When the baneful sirocco of mutiny, called by the
“nnag'mmy Hindoo ‘“the Devnl’s) Wind,” was abroad
in the air, all milder influences yielded before its
 withering blast. The consciousness of the authority
of the “Fouj ki Bheera,” or “ general will of the
army,” was to individual men, or regiments, almost
irvesistible.  Some troopersein Fishers Irregular
Clavalry performed a signal act of gallantry at Lmck-
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now, <lumng the early duys of the outbreak for,
which they receivéd a handsome reward. While
~ waiting for their money in the verandah of the
commissioner’s house, they fell into conversation
with certain of their fellow-villagers among his ser-
vants.  “ We like our colonel,” said they, “and will
 not allow him to be harmed but if the whole
‘ “ army turns, we must turn too. A week elapsed,
and these men looked qmetly on. from their saddles,
Whlle Uolonel Fisher was shot to death by a scoundrel
in the lines of the Imhtary police. Then they threw
aside all semblance of discipline, murdered  the
second in .command, and shouted to the adjutant,
‘who was a_general favourite, to ride and begone, if
he desired to spare them the pain of taking his
life. At one large station the men were in open
< mutiny, and the officers had grouped themselves in
front of the battalion, expecting every moment the
fatal volley. They agreed, however, not to abandon
- hope until they had witnessed the effoct produced
. by the presence of a captain of old standing in the
service, who was apparently loved and trusted by
‘the whole regiment, and especially by the grenadier
company, fo which he had been attached for many
years. When his approach was announced, every
eye turned towards his bungalow, which stood on
the parade-ground, close to that flank where the
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gmnadwra vmre atatxoned He had not gone ten

. paces down the litie before ho foll dead, plelced by |

a bullet from the ranks of his own command.

Vi every regiment tham was a Soubshdar major,
or native colomel; and in every company a Soubah-

/dar, who answered to a Turopean captain, and a

‘Jemmadar, who answered to a Furopean subaltern,

. These were the commissioned officers, who wore

swords and sashes, sat on a court-martial, and were
saluted by the rank and file, - They had one and all
carried the musket, and there was no approach to
 friendship or even to familiar intercourse between
them and their Saxon brethren in armms, who con-
sidered that, if they offered their soubahdar a chair
during an interview on regimental business, quite
enough had been done to mark the difference be-
tween & commissi/oned and a non-commissioned
Bepoy. The sergeant and the corporal were repre-
‘#ented by the havildah and the naick; titles which
make the list of killed and wounded in Indian battles
80 bewildering to an English reader. Thus the
Brahmin battalion bad a complete outfit of Brahmin
officers, and this it was that rendered the rebellious
army so terribly efficient for evil. When every
Englishman in a corps had been murdered or scared
away, the organization none the less remained intact.
The regiment was still a military machine finished
‘ ‘ i E2 :
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in every part, compaot flexible, and enpable as ever
of a great and sustained exertion of strength and
courage. This imperfect, but it is to be feared,
tedious sketch of the composition of our, nm;we
| foree, ag it exmted before the mutiny, may Well be
closed with the oracular words of Sir Charles Napier, ‘
the Cassandra, of the old Bengal army : “ Your young,
il mdependent wild cadet, will some day find the
“Indian army taken out of his hands by the sou-
. “bahdars. They are steady, respectful, thoug,hﬁful
i stern-looking men ; very zealous and mlhbm*y thef

L gele instructors of all our soldiers,”

The native town of Cawnpore contained. axxty
thousand inhabitants. It possessed no architectural
beauties worthy to detain the traveller who, from
those stately landing-places whence rise, tier above
tier, the shrines and palaces of Benares, wasy hurry-
ing on towards the ineffable glories of Agra. The
most remarkable feature was a spacious- boulevard,
more than a hundred feet in breadth, called the
Chandnee Choke, or street of silver. This name,
common to the principal avemue in all the great
cities of the north west, is & monument of the days
of bad government, and a primitive commercial
system.  When banks were few and robbers bold
and numerous, men preferred to have some part of
their wealth about their persons, and in a portable
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form. A minister at a native court, however rich
the harvest he might gaﬂmr in during the fitful
sunshine of royal favour, thought it well to keep
a handful of diamonds and rubies in his ‘pirdle, a8
4 provision against the day of disgrace and flight.
Now, by the help of a bill of exchange and a single

trusty agent, hc may store up his gaing in Huro~

pean stocks and debentures far out of veach of the
greediest Nizam or the neediest Maharaja. In like
‘manner, in old times, farmers and shopkeepers were
wont to convert their superthious rapees intop orna-
. ments of fantastic design for themselves, their wives,
‘and their children. The unceasing flow of silver to-
wards the east, which affords to political economists
a constant sensation of pleasing bewilderment, is
attributed in part to the fact that the Indian peasant
still continues to invest his earnings on the wrists
and ancles, the ears and noses of his family,  Cawn-
| pore was uohed for the excellence and cheapness of
all articles made of leather— saddlery, boots and
shoes, bottle-covers, helmets, and  cheeroot-cases.
The manufacture wag introduced by a colony of
Chinese, the frugal and industrious Lombards of
India, who settled in the Bazaar many years ago.
A subaltern could buy a set of harness for his
buggy 'at something under three pounds, and tho-
roughly equip his hack for half that sum: wnd, if
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he was not very particular about shape and colour,
he might pick up a serviceable eountry~bred horser
for a hundred rupee note,

The city had an evil reputation. Sltuated on tha«
frontier of two distinct jurisdictions, it swarmed with
rascals from Oude, on their way to seek obscurity in
British territory, and rascals from our north-west
prownces, on fhm way to seek impunity in the do-
minions of the Nawab. Oonao, the half-way house
~ on the road which led from Cawnpore to Lud;now,
~gave a name to a class of murders of poculiar atro-
city. On and about that highway were constantly
. found the dead bodies of travellers ; sepoys, for the
most  part, ‘ returning to their villages with their
savings and the voucher for their pension. In most
cases a rope was drawn tightly round the neck, but
the surgeons who condueted the inquests gradually
came to be of opinion that the vietims had been
poisoned, or, at any rate, stupified, by being induced
to smoke tobacco mixed with a noxious drug. ' The
police exerted thomselves in vain to obtain a clue to
the mystery. Whenever a fresh officer of note was
appointed to the district, the murderers made a point
of presenting him with &' ¢ nuzzur,” or “ offering,” in
the shape of a larger than usual batch of corpses. The
difficulty of detection was increased by an odious
custom well known to all Anglo-Indian magistrates,
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‘wahich ‘heré,: ﬂohrishéd with ex-&rzim‘dihary vigour, A
 malicious Hindoo will deliberately mangle the body

of a person who has died from a natural cause, and

ffing it on the ground of some neighbour to whom the
scamp may happen to bear a grudge. The unfor-

tunate recipient finds himself involved in the conse- i
quences dreaded by the poor people in the Arabian e

‘ Nights, when the hunchback was choked by a ﬁshu
bone beneath their hospitable roof. .
Bajee Ruo, the Peishwa of Poonah, was fhe last ‘

monarch of one of those great Mahratta dynasties

which long shared the sovereignty of the Central
Highlands and the plunder of all Hindostan. So
neat a neighbour could not fail to be guilty of the
“amount of “treachery,” “faithlessness,” and “ bad
“internal government,” necessary to justify the anm-
nexation of his dominions. Urged by that painful
necessity of taking what belongs to others, which is.
the inevitable result of all our dealings with Oriental
powers, we dethroned Bajee Rao, confiscated his ter-
ritories, and assigned him a residence at Bithoor, &
small town tiwelve miles up the river from Cawnpore.
Here he lived until his death in princely state, inas-
much as the Company always behaved with great
generosity towards the princes whom it had plun-
dered, after the manner of those open-handed thieves
of fickion who fling bagck a couple of broad pieces to
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the traveller whom ﬁhey h«vve eased of his purse and
watch. | Bithoor was pleasantly situated upon. the
banks of the sacred stream, and was pecuharly ‘
suited to be the Saint Juste in which a retired
Brahmin ruler might be content to end his days;
for the spot was held in singular favour by Brahma.
Here, after the creation had been accomplished, the
deity had sacrificed a h“ecaatdmb,‘in token that his
great work was good. The pin which fastened the
divine sandal was picked up in after days, and in-
serted in the steps of the principal landing-place,

. where it may still be seen by the incredulous. At

the full moon in November, prodigions crowds of
 pilgrims assomble from all parts of India to cele-
 brate the present god with frankincense, and flowers,
~ and barbarous music, and drunken frenzy. With his
traditions and his greyhounds, his annuity of eighty
thousand pounds, and hig host of retainers, Bajes
‘Rao led a splendid and not unhappy existence.
But the old Mahratta had one sore trial. He had
no son to inherit his possessions, perpetuate his
name, and apply the torch to his funeral pyre: for
the last office, so the inflexible law of his religion
ordained, might be performed by none other than
a filial hand. In this straib he had recourse to adop-
tion, a ceremony which, by Hindoo law, entitles the
favoured person to all the rights and privileges of an
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heu' born of the body.  His choice fell wpon an indi-
vidual who, according to some, was the son of a Pmmah
C'Z)I’Imet’sl>bhallt while others say that he was born in
- great poverty at a miserable village in the vicinity of
Bombay. The name of this man was Seercek Dhoon-
doo Punth : but the execration of mankind has found
his eluster of titles too long for use, and preiers the
; ‘mm'u familiar appellation of  the Nana.” i

. Bajee Rao died in 1851, and the heir forththh ‘
i put in a demand for the continuance of the pension
which the (“'ompany had granted to his udc)pted
ffather. Thp clmm Wi chsallowed and the sza,

it gw(a the Nana h\s due, we must not forgbt that his Wwas no
fancied grievance. | 'We must read his story by the light thrown on
Oriental eustoms and habits of thought by an Englishman imbued
throughout his nature with the spirit of the Hast. Before the name
of Nana Sahib was heard of in thiy country, Mr. Urquhan had

‘ alrcudy written as follows concerning the Hindoo system of adoption: i

il mﬁy well be imagined how incomprehensible was such @
% gysten to westem conquerors—what difficulties it occasioned them
“when they sought to do right—what facilities it afforded them
Cwhen they intended to do wrong ! It may well be imagined how,
i1 the one caso and in the other, the heart of a whole people could
e sickened with disgust, or aroused in indignation, by acts which
i pxesented to the dispassionate or conscientiotls observer or judge
| %t home no character of offence.
| “Of this we have an instance in the case of the late Raga of
% Sattara, the deprivation of whose property vitiated his adophion,
“and consequently, according to his belief and that of his fellow-
L coun'orymen, conmgned hig. soul to etemal darmnation.*  The

* The * Raja of Sabtara” is no other than Bajee Rao.
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who at length began to despair of prevailing upon
the Caleutta authorities, determined to go to the
fountain-head, and accordingly despatched an agent
to London.  For this purpose he selected his con-
fidential man of business, Azimoolah Khan, a clever
adventurer who began life as kitmutgar, or footman,
in an Anglo-Indian family. In spite of his dis-
advantages, he acquired a thorough acquaintance
with the English and French languages. He sub-

“adopted son was placed in the same predicament, being out off
“ from hoth stocks,  This wag the great wrong which he suffered ;
“which all India felt ; which no man in England conld comprehend s
¢ and which, from the incompatibility of ideas, no one belonging to
“the ume country could render intelligible to the people of the other,
¢ Had this happened under a Hindu government, the case would
 have been provided for, In the event of succession by the prince,
¢ (for confiscation is whelly prohibited by their law,) he was hound to
f¢appoint the proper officer to perform in his natwe the Sraddha, and
- ¥ could only hold, the property on that condition.  No doubt under
| the Mussulman system, as it always conformed to existing usagss,
“provision had been made for similar contingencies ; an eastern
. “people could not be ignorant of usage, far less contemptuous of it;
“and though Islam has put an end to the ancestral oblagion, the
“ professors of that creed retained its i impross in all their 1dezw, and
‘¢ in many of their customs.
£¢ I hava not alluded to the merits of the case 3 but how much i
“ the character of the penalty ageravated in. the mind of the people
““of India, who know, if we do not, what England owes to the act
‘of this prince, and what had been hig devotion to her.  What
* worse fate can Fngland’s foes experience !  What is to be gained
‘ hy being her friend? That one Englishman may become surrep-
“ titionuly vich, the fountain of Jusnce 18 poﬂutcd ‘and an emplra
“ endangered.”
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‘sequently became a pup11 and thence teacher, in the
 Government School at Cawnpore ; in which position
he attmcted the motice of the Nana, Azimoolah

arrived in town duaring the height of the season of

1864, and was welcomed with open arms by that

portion of society which makes no inquiries into the

antecedents of an aspirant to its favour, provided he

be not a fellow-countryman or Christian. Acvordmg

to the creed of this class, every Hindoo was neces:

samly a prince, just a8 every Maronite is a mmtyr,

and every Pole a patriot. = Azimoolah qpvedﬂy

bccame a lion, and obtained more than even &
lion’s share of the sweetest of all flattery. The
lndies voted him charming. Handsome and witty,
endowed with plenty of assurance and an apparent
abundance of diamonds and Cashmere shawls, Che ' ey
' exkitmutgar seemed as fine a gentleman as the
prime minister of Nepaul, or the Maharaja of the,.
Punjaub, On the first day of the great vengeance,
when Havelock's forlom hope came to Bithoor, grim
and eager, straight from the brink of the fatal well,
our soldiers discovered amongst the possessions of
this scoundrel letters from more than one titled lady
couched in terms of the most courteous friendship.

An indigeretion for which a sneer would be too severe

a punishment, at such a moment excited bitter and

painful emotion. ’
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- Gireat a8 were the successes whmh the agent of the
Nama gained on his own account in Mayfair, he was

able to effect very little for his master in Leadenball
 Btroet and Westminster. In the reports which he

transmitted to Bithoor he attributed his failare to
the bribes which the Board of Clontrol and the Privy

Council had eaten at the hands of the East Indian

Clompany ; an esplanation which appeared satisfac-
tory to the Maharaja. On his way home Azimoolah
passed through Constantinople at the time when our
 fortune in the Crimes was at the lowest ebb. During
the mid-gloom of that terrible winter there was much
tall among those who did not love us concerning the
decadence of England and the youthful vigour of the
Russian power, Of such gossip the clever Asiatic
collected an ample budget, in order to console his

baffled employer with cheery vaticinations relating to

the approaching downfall of the British rule.‘

/ Although the Nana had failed in his attempt on
the public purse, his wealth was still conspicuous
even among the colossal incomes of Indian land-
holders. Ho had contrived to secure to himself the
whole property of the ex-Peishwa, and strange stories
were told about the means by which thiy end had
been accomplished. The nephew of Bajee Rao
started a claim for one half of his uncle’s estate,
which moiety he valued at more than three millions.
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The suit was dizmissed, and the plaintiff never ceased
to affirm that “ the palm of the judge had been
“greased by the Nana:” but too much attention
. must not be paid to this declaration ; for, whenever
. a native accuses the bench of corruption, he simply

means that he hag lost his case. It is certain that
the Maharaja kept in confinement against their will
the widows of his predecessor; for whose younger

danghter he planned a marriage inconsistent Wit

the rules and traditions of the family ; an act of oub-
rageous tyranny in the estimation of High Brahmins.
Te wedded the eldest sister to a husband whom she
 was never allowed to see ; and, when her death oc4
curred after no long interval, it wag whispered about
. the neighbourhood that there had been very foul
play in every sense of the word. Those fictitiouns
tales of vice and atrocity, with which literary hacks
of the vilest class feed the corrupt imaginations of
their readers, too often find a parallel in the realifies
of a great oriental bousehold, The doctrine of per-
sonal rights has no existence within the walls of a
yenana. Nowhere was the mystery of iniquity deeper
and darker than in the palace of Bithoor, which was
indeed a worthy nest for such a vulture. There were
voomi in that palace horribly unfit for any human
eye, where both European and -native artists had
done their best: to gratify a master who was willing
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to incur any expeuse for t}m cumpletlon of lus loath-‘ ‘
‘aome plcture*gallery. i | L .
~In the apartments open to the mspectmn of

 English visitors there was nothing which could shock
cither modesty or humanity, though a Sahib of fas-
tidious taste might take exception to the arringe-
ment of the furniture and the decorations. The
habits of an Oriental are so simple, his wants so
~ few, that the most Anglified Flindoo gentleman can
never acquire himself, and still less impart to his

servants a thorough acquaintance with our compli-
 cated domestic appliances. There is something very

droll in the sanctum' occupied by the eldest son of a
rich native family ; where, by a display of Western
art and civilization, ‘¢ Young Bengal” oxcites the
envy of his contemporaries, and acandahues those
among his relatives who belong to the old school.

A cast from an exquisite statuette of Thorwaldsen
stands side by side with a gilt shepherdess, or High-
lander, or other specimen of that vulgar ware which
with us has long been banished from the farmhouse

to the cottage. A copy of sorie Roman or Floren-"
tine Madonna hangs next to a coloured print of a
ballet-dancer ; while a proof signed by Holman Hunt
‘orsMillais is flanked by “ Facing a Bullfinch” and
“Bwishing a Rasper” from the classical colloction
of Mr. Fores, of Piccadilly. Over a sideboard of .



‘heterogencous colloction than the Nana, who, living
far from Calentta, the centre of exotic fashion, was
reduced to content himself with whatever treasures

sales. A gentleman of some literary reputation, who

% been the mess-table of a cavalry regiment) which "
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' @anv‘e“doakrliﬁs*lbn,ggi ceased to tick a veneered clock,
" daubed with the representation of the Exchange at |

Philadelphia; and round the tent-table of some de-
ceased or insolvent ensign are gathered half a dozen
chairs which once graced the boudoir of a vice-regal
dame. No Bastern Anglo-maniac possessed a more

might come into the market at casual up-country
was entertained by the Maharaja in days gone by,
thus describes the Bithoor ménage +— 1 sat down

“to a table twenty feet long (it had originally

“was covered with a damask table-cloth of Wuro-

| “pean manufacture, but instead of a dinner napkin

“there was & bed-room towel. The soup—for the
“steward had everything ready—was served up in
“g trifle-dish which had formed part of a dessert
“gorvice belonging to the Ninth Lancers—at all
“events the arms of that regiment were upon it
“but the plate into which I ladled it with a broken

 “tea-cup was of the old willow pattern. The pilau

¢ which followed the soup was served upon a huge
“plated dish, but the plate from which I ate it was
“ of the very commonest description. The knife was



04 ‘WNPORE“

“a bon&handled aﬂmr, the spoon and fork were
“silver, and of Caleutta make. The plated side- |
« dishes, containing vegetables, were odd ones ; one
“was round, the other oval. The puading was
“Drought in upon a soup-plate, of blue and gold
“ pattern, and the cheese was placed before me on
‘g olags dish belonging to a dessert service. Tha
“ gool clavet 1 drank out of a richly cut champagne
“glass, and the beer out of an Ameran tumbler \
“ of the very worst quality.”

The Mabaraja had a large and excelknt smble
of horses, elephants, and camels ; a well-appointed

kennel ; and a menagerie of pigeons, falcons, peacocks,

and apes, which would have done credit to any
Oriental monarch, from the days of Solomon down-
wards.  His armoury was stocked with weapons
~ of every age and country, from magterpiece of

Purdey, to the bow and arrows used by the Hillmen
of Orissa. His reception-rooms sparkled with
mirrors and chandeliers that had come direct from
Birmingham ; snd his equipages had stood within
the twelvemonth in the warehouses of Longacre.
He possessed a vast store of gold and silver plate ;
and his wardrobe overflowed with shawls and jewel-
Jery, which on gala days were regarded with long-
ing eyes by the Cawnpore ladies. Nor did they
lack frequent opportunities of confemplating the
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‘Mahmrq‘m in hls pamoply of kineob and Cashmere ‘
Bcarfs, crowned with a tiara of pearls and dummnds, .
‘and girt with old Bajee Rao's sword of state, which
report valued at three ldos of rupees. For the
Nana Beldom missed an oceasion for giving a ball
(onl e, b&nqueb n Luropcan style to the society of‘ ;
the station ; although he would never accept anw
‘em‘se‘rtamment‘ in return, because our Government,
which refused to regard him as a royal personage,
would not allow him the compliment of a salute.
Nor did he treat his guests with the semi-barbarous
discourtesy evinced by some native hosts, who
. pass the evenmrf seated among a group of courtiers,
. serutinizing the dancers through a lorgnette, and
apparently ' regarding the whole proceeding a8 a
ballet; arranged for. their individual amusement. | The“
Maharaja mmed freely with the company ; mqmrud
after the bealth of the Major's lady; congratulated
the Judge on his rumoured promotion to the Sudder
Court; joked the assistant magistrate about lus‘lastj
mishap in the huntingfield ; and complimented the |
belle of the evening on the colour she had brought '
down from Himla. His wealth was abundant enough
to allow of any vagaries of hospitality and personal
extravagance, and does not seem to have been
seriously impaired even by the expense entailed
by a crowd of lazy myrmidons whom he‘kep‘t about
iy
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hlS person; a folly common to all high-born and
opulent Hindoos, Every native landlord, who can

induce his neighbous to dlgmfy him with the title

of Rajah, delights in flourishing about the eountry

~under the escort of a host of blackguards—the

horsemen armed with lances and old cavalry swords,
and mounted on raw-boned, long-tailed herses,
swmeared with coarse paint—the infantry straggling
along under the weight of clubs, partizans, brass
blunderbusses, and long matchlocks, of which the
stock is studded with glass beads, and the muzle

- shaped into the semblance of a dragon’s mouth. The

Nana kept several hundreds of these scomps in idle-
ness and ingolence, He provided them with four

| rupees a month, and a suit of clothes once a year:

an allowance which they eked out by plundering
the peasants for twenty miles round, and extorting
an intermittent blackmail from the tradesmen of
Cawnpore.

At the time of the mutiny the Nana was about
thirty-six years of age. His complexion was sallow ; 5
his features strongly marked, and not unpleasing.
Like all Mahrattas, both head and face were shaven
clean, He was fat, with that unhealthy corpulence
which marks the Eastern voluptuary. The ecircum-
stances under which » young Rajah comes to maturity
leave him very scant chance of obtaining perfection,
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“moml or ‘physmal From his earliest years he is
surrounded by flatterers and pandars. While still
‘a child in the harem, it is the object of every one,
beginning with his own mother, to obtain i ear
by adulation, and by the freemasonry of corrupt
discourse.  During his boyhood he has no little
peers on whom to exert his faculties for emulation ;
and self-denial, and, when he has arrived at man's

“estate, he may look in' vain for amy object of |

honourable ambition amidst the dead level of na-

tional dependence.  He never walks, save from hm‘,ﬂ‘_‘;”;\‘
divan to his bath; never mounts one of the huge

cream-coloured steeds, which on high feast-days !
amble behind his palanquin in melancholy cavalcade ;
never knows the sensation of honest fatigue and
wholesome hunger. No whim ungratified ; every
propensity cherished and pampered ; incapable of
effort ; incognizant of duty ; he is vicious with deeper
than Parisian immorality, and listless with more than
Belgravian ennui. Long before the age at which
a high-born Englishman makes his choice of Eer- |
cules between balls and blue-books, the effete
gensuality of a Hindoo noble ig reduced to seek
gratification in the illicit charms of Indian hemp
and French brandy. What wonder that in middle
life he is flabby and gross beyond hope and compass;
too feeble for manly exercise, too self-indulgent to
| ¥ 2
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pla(:tlse a self- denng rogimen? It is to be pre- f
. sumed that a long course of lentil diet: 'md hill-
 climbing in Nepaul has by thxs time reduced that

- superfluous bulk which may yet gmc,c a G&vmpore i
‘g'zllows ) i

. The Maharaja of thhoor ewdubmd a hvely in-
terest i the proceedmgﬂ of our ‘Government ab
‘home and abroad, in our history, our arts, our re-
ligion, and our cusboms, although he was entirely
ignorant of out language. i e subqr‘mbed to all the
_ leading Anglo-Indian journals, which were translated
 to him daily by an individual who had been unlucky
enough to exchange a situation on the Fast Indian
leruad for the post of English Professor in the
X household of the Nana; The Rajah played billiards

i admnably, while he was yet slim enough to bend
~ over the table without inconvenience. He eapeually

dehghbcd in the game, because it afforded him an
opportunity for mixing on familiar terms with the
officers of the garrison, N othing could e*cceed the
cordiality which he constantly displayed in his in-
tercourse with our countrymen. The persons in
authority plcwed an 1mp1101t confidence i in his frxemh
liness and good faith, and the ensigns emphatically
pronounm‘d him a capital fellow. He had a nod or
a kind word for every Sahib in the station ; hunting-
parties and jewellery for the men, ;md picnics and
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shawls for the ladies. If a subaltern’s wife requu'e& i

change of air, the Rajah's carriage was at the service
of the young couple, and the European apartments

| at Bithoor were put in order to receive them. If a |

civilian had overworked himself in court, he had but i
to speak the word, and the Rajal’s elephants were |
sent; on to the Oude jungles. But none the Iem“
did he never for an instant forget the grudge which|
he bore our nation. While his face was all miles,

in his heart of hearts he brooded over the judgment N

of the Uompany, and the wrong of his despised !

claim, From his hour of repulse to his hour of i ! |

vengeance, his life was one long irony. Thencefor-
ward his story would more fitly be told in the wild
and mysterious rhythms of the old Groek drama than
in sober English prose; for in truth that story finds
nb parallel, save in the ghastly tales which hang like
a mist of blood round the accursed house of Pelops.
The lads who, with his sapphires and rubies glisten-
ing on their fingers, sat laughing round his Thy-
estean table, had one and all been doomed to die by
a warrant that admitted of no appeal, He had sworn
that the injustice should be expiated by the blood
of women who had never heard his grievance named;
of babies who had been born 3 years after the question

of that grievance had passed into oblivion. The

great crime of Cawnpore blackens the page of his-







CHAPTER I1.

TI:IF OUTBREAK.

URIN G tha spring of 1857 the native soc1ety‘ B

of Hindostan presented those vemarkable i
phenomena which, in an Asiatic community, are the
infallible symptoms of an approaching convulsion.

. The atmosphere was alive with rumours, of the |

' nature peculiar to India ;--strange and inconsequent
fragments of waming or prediction, which, with re- ]
verent credulity, are passed from mouth to mouth
throughout a million homesteads. No one can tell
whence the dim whisper first arose, or what it may
portend ; it is received as a voice from heaven, and
sent. forward on its course without comment or
delay ; for the Hindoo people, like the Greeks of
ancient time, hold Rumour to be divine. Some of
these unwritten oracles undoubtedly grew sponta-
neously from the talk of men, and were to be re-
garded merely as indications of the agitated and
 uneasy condition of the public mind; but, beyond
‘all question, some secret influence was ai work to
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advertise, 8o to speak, the mutiny. The ringleaders
of that gigantic couspiracy advisedly undertook to
impress upon the world at large the idea that some-
thing was coming, the like of which had not been
known before. Manifold and variously expressed
a8 wore the prevailing reports, all had one and the

same tendency. With a thousand tongues, and in

a thousand forms, they spoke of a great trial that
awaited the national religions; a trial from which
they were eventually to emerge unscathed and vie-

‘ | torious., <A ‘prophecy had long been current, that
' the hundredth year from the battle of Plassey would

mtnes» the downfall of the English tule; and the
bundredth year had arrived. A mandate had of
late gone forth from the palace of Delhi, enjc;ining
the Mahommedans at all their solemn gatherings to
recite a song of lamentation, indited by the royal

- musician himself, which described in touching strains

the humiliation of their race, and the degradation of
their ancient faith, once trmmphanh from the Nor-
thern snows to the Southern strait, but now trodden
under. the foot of the infidel and the alien. In
January, the peasants of Bengal were repeating to
each other a sentence apparently devoid of meaning,
“Sub lal hoga hi,” ¢ everything is to become red,”
Some referred this dubious announcement to the
probable extension of our empire over the whole
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| continent, when the scarlet coats of our soldiei“s;
‘would be ‘seén‘ at Hyderabad and Khatmandoo, in
Caghmere and Travancore ; while others hinted that
there was something thicker than water, and of &
deeper. crimson than a British uniform. Side by
 side with like ambiguous sayings, were more plain-
spoken ‘assertions | concerning cartridges smeared
»wmh lard, and flour mixed with the ground bones
of cow and pig, and other treacherous devices by
which the demon who swayed the sceptre of Hin-
dostan, the 1mpalpable but emnipotent, Kumpani,
aimed  at the destruction of sect and caste, and
the universal * establishment of Christianity.  And,
finally, dhring‘the early days of March, every hamlet
in the Glangetic provinces received from its neigh-
bour the innocent present of two chupatties, or
bannocks of salt and dough, which form the staple
food of the population. This far-famed token, the
fiery cross of India, had no definite signification. 1t i
| notified generally that men would do well to keep i
| themselves prepared, for that something was in the
air, ' In after days, one who had learned their effect
by. bitter experience, likened the chupatties to the
cake of barley-bread which foreshadowed the destrue-
tion of the host of Midian. And 8o, from hand to hand,
and from house to house, and from village to village,
the mysterious symbol flew, and spread through the
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length and breadth of the land confusion and queﬁ‘-.\‘
 tioning, a wild terror, and a wilder hope. Truly, it'
‘may be said that, as in Judema of old, there was
distress of nations, and perplexity; men’s hearts
failing them for fear, and for looking after those
things that were coming on the carth. I
- Meanwhile, at Cawnpore, people ate, and drank,
and marvied, and gave in marriage, and led the
ordinary life of an up-country station. The magis-
trate grumbled because the judge acquitted too
large % per centage of his committals; and the col:

lector pronounced himself ill-used because the re-

venne board would not allow him an additional lac
of rupees for his pet embankment; and the subalterne
complained that the police-magistrate did not per-
mit them to impress men to act as beaters at less
than the market rate of wages ; and the captains, by
the aid of the mess-room army-list, made those in-
tricate caleulations which are the delight of military
men and the despait of civilians; and the ladies,
those, at least, on whora during the past cold season
Fortune and Hymen had smiled, began to allow
that the weather had grown too warm for dancing,
though still eminently favourable for wmotning calls
and one talked of sending her children home; and
- another of going herself to the hills; and, towards
| the end of April, a party of disbanded Brahming
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L of the Nmeteenth regiment came from the west, and
. spread ‘through the Sepoy lines strange tales of
o\ greased cartridges, and gibbets, and midnight tu-
- mults, and officers cut down in the midst of the‘
~ parade-ground. i ‘
Before the month of May was half over, fhes
English residents at Cawnpore were beginning to be
‘made uneasy by the disagreeable character of the
intelligence from Agra. Something had happened
ot Meerut, and it was feared that something had
happened at Delhi,  Guns had been heard all the |
night of the tenth. European travellers from the
norbh—Wesb whose arrival had been conﬁdenﬂy ex-
pu‘fed did not make their appearance. A party
of the police had gone out to look for them, buf
met nobody except a young sepoy trotting down the.
road on a cavalry troop-horse, who refused to answer:
any questions, But in the meanwhile, by those
secret channels through which in castern regions bad
news travels with more than Pproverbial celevity, it
was well known in the bazir that the Third Light
Cavalry had turned upon their officers; that murder
and arson had been the order of the day ; that the vast
‘native garrison of Delhi had risen to a man, and had
bufchered every Englishman on whom they could
lay their hands ; that mutiny had gotten to itself a
nucleus and a stronghold in the capital of the Mogul.
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These txdmgvs caused wreat excitement throughouﬁ’
the cantonmentu, and, eapemally, in the lines of the
| Becond Cavalry, to whose regiment the corps which
had set the example of sedition stood next on the
rolls of the Bengal army. W
. Mhe officer in command of the (.Jawnpme dmsion
was Major-Gieneral Sir Flugh Wheeler, K.C.B. At
the outbreak of the troubles, many of our most im-
portant stations were entrusted to the charge of
men who had won their spurs at Heringapatam, and
mlght; well have been content to have closed their
carcer at Mooltan. It was to our shmne as ‘a
military nation that, during such a crisis, the for- o
. tunes of England too oftx,n depended on the anility
~ of invalids who should have been comfortably telling
their stories of the Mahratta war in the pump-rooms
of Cheltenham and Buxton. History blushes itof‘
chide these veterans for shortcomings i.ncidéntal to
their age, It is havdly just to blame them for
prating of Lord Lake, and wlumpemng about the
ungoldierlike appearance which the troops presmted
without their stocks and with then‘ sun-helmetﬂ,
at a time when younger warriors would have been
disarming, and blowing from guus, and securing
treasure, and throwing up earthworks, and sending :
the women and children down the river to Calcutta,
In his second half-century of Indwn semce, Sir !
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Hugh was among the oldest members of the o
school of Bengal officers, He worshipped his sepoys ;
spoke their language like one of themselyes; and,
indeed, had testified to his predilection for the
natives of Hindostan by the strongest proof whick
it is in the power of a man to give. Short and.
spare, he still rode and walked like a soldier ; and

appears to have been capable of as much exertion
as could reasonably be expected from an Englsh- sl

man who had spent beneath an Indian san more
than two-thirds of his seventy-five years. On the
eighteenth of May, he despatched the following mes-
 ‘age to the seat of Government : |

L “All well at Cawnpore.  Quiet, bubt excitement
“ continues among the people. The final advance
¢ on Delhi will soon be made. The insurgents can
“ only be about 3,000 in number, and are said to |
“cling to the walls of Delhi; where they have put
“up a puppet-kmtr I grudge the escape of one
“of them. Calm and expert policy will soon re-
« agsure the public mind. The plague is, in truthy
“ stayed.”

' The reader need not be alarmed at the length of
the telegraphic news from Cawnpore:  There is but
little more to come. For in truth the plague was
very far from stayed. The soldiery knew their own

_strength, and were well inclined to turn the know-



ledge to profit, There Wem achoalmasbors who

 might have taught them a Imsson of quite another
description : but it was a far cry to Barrackpore, sind
‘there was no Hearsay at hand. It happens that a
native lawyer, Nanukehund by name, took the pre-
caution to keep a full and faithful journal, from the

fifteonth of May onwards. 'This man was bound to

our interest by the indissoluble tie of a common fear.
A personal enemy of the Nana, he was fmtuai}y
engaged in -conducting the suit instituted by the
nophew of Bajee Rao to establish his claim to the
half of his uncle’s estate. With genuine Hindoo
sagacity, he foresaw the approaching struggle, and

. the ultimate triamph of the English power; and

conjectured that a record of events compiled with
accuracy, slightly tinged by a somewhat ostentatious
loyalty, would certainly procure him eredit, and,
possibly, a comfortable official income. ’I‘WO days
before Sir Hugh made his cheerful report to the
Governor-General, Nanukehund looked in on a friend
employed at the Treasury, and there heard ‘the
| native officers of the guard uttering traitorous
language, while their men amused themselves by

- quarrelling with the townsfolk who went to the -

Treasury on business. They detained people who
came out with money or stamp-papers, and would
not release them till ordered to do so by the
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ﬁaﬁbahdar‘ “ Ib bcgan to be evident,” says this

shrewd observer, that nobody had any authouty‘

“but the Soubahdars and the sepoys.”

(At length the symptoms of the growing malady ‘

became too patent to be disregarded even by the
most sanguine physician. It came to the ears of

the Gleneral that the son of a trooper in the Second |
Cavalry had been boasting to his schoolfellows that

he was in the secret of what his father's regiment

intended to do for the good cause. And, about the
‘same time, one Khan Mahomed, a sepoy of the Fifty-
gixth, took upon himself to assert that on the fifth of
the next month the native troops were to be deprived
of their arms, assembled under the pretence of getting

their pay, and then and there blown up frora a mine |
constructed by the European officers in. the intervals |

of billiards. This singularly unpleasant prophet seems
to have been without honour in his own battalion.
His comrades brought information to the adjutant,
who gave himself no trouble about the matter, be-
yond telling them that the story was all a lie. There-
upon Khan Mohamed went to the cavalry lines,
where he found au audience more ready to accept his
tale. On this occasion he imported some squadrons
of English troopers, who were to be equipped with
the swords and horses of his hearers. The regiment

was soon in a panic of rage and fear. It became
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necessary to talu. tmmedlate measures. The incen-
diary was put in 1rcms, and an urgent applwatmn‘
for aid telegraphed to Lucknow. Sir Henry Law-
rence was voused from his bed at midnight, and
by bredk of day all the available post-carriages in
the station were rolling along towards Cawnpore;
¢rammed inside and out with English soldiers.

_ But, in an hour of evil omen, Sir Hugh bethought
himself of invoking the assistance of a more dubious ‘
ally. The Nana had lately paid a visit to the
capital of Oude, under pretence of seeing the lions
of the place. The arrogance of his manner, and
the discourtesy of his sudden and unannounced
departure, had attracted the attention of M. Gub-
bins, the Financial Commisgioner, who commmunicated
to General Wheeler his suspicions, backed by the
opinion of Sir Henry Lawrence. It may be that the
fatal step was first suggested by the warning of
wiser men, It may be that the idea had long been
familiar to the mind of the infatuated veteran, At
all events, the sole answer to the remonstrance from
Lucknow was a message, dated the twenty-second of
| May, stating that ¢ two guns, and three lundred men, |
¢ gavalry and infantry, furnished by the Maharaja of |
| % Bithoor, came in this morning.” {
On their march to Cawnpore, these scoundrels
furnished a striking proof of their discipline and
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good faith, Chimna Apa, a man of some property,
who supplied the nephew of, Bujee Rao with the
means of carrying on his lawsuit, was driving out of
town in the direction of Bithoor, when he unex-
pectedly came upon thiy formidable array, com-
manded by the rival litigant. Apa, like a sensible

fellow, jumped off his conveyance, and ran into
a neighbouring ravine. The Nana's people appro-

priated a valuable sword and five hundred rupees,
which the fugitive had left behind in his haste,
cudgelled the servants, and went off declaring that
the master had better look to himself, as the British

rule would only last a few days longer. This speci-

men of the services which these new protectors
were likely to render to the cause of law and order
was brought to the notice of the authorities; but
they had gome too far to draw back. The Nana
took wup his quarters in the midst of the houses
oceupied by the civilians and their families: the
Treagury, which contained upwards of a hundred
thousand pounds, was.put under the custody of
his body-guard ; and it was even proposed that the
ladies and children should be placed in sanctuary
in Bithoor palace. .

- There were some, however, who serupled to
entrust the honour of England and the lives of
her daughters to the exclusive guardianship of a

G
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diseontented Mahratta. At their instigntion the
Genetal set to work in a dilatory spirit to provide
‘an asylum where, if the worst should befall, we
might shelter, for a while at least, the relics of
our name and power,  He does not appear to have
thought of the magazine, which was admirably
adapted for defence. A mud wall, four feet high,
4was thrown up romd the buildings which composed
the old dragoon hospital, and ten guns of ‘various
calibre were placed in position round the intrench-
‘ment, by which name the miserable contrivance
was dignified.  Orders were given to lay in supplies
for twenty-five days. The stock of rice, butter, salt,
tea, sugar, rum, beer, and preserved meats looked
well enough on paper. But the master’s eye, which
 in India is even more essential than elsewhere, was
entirely wanting. The contractors behaved after
their kind. Peas and flour formed the bulk of the
supplies, and even these were ridicalously insuffi-
cient. The regimental officers, who had mo very
lively confidence in Sir Hugh as a caterer, sent in
laxge contributions of liquor and hermetically-sealed
tins from their mess-stores. The tangible results
of a fortnight'’s labour and supervision, at a time
when every hour was precious, and every day
priceless, consisted in a few cart-loads of coarse
native food, and a fence not high enough to keep
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mlt an active cow. Uﬁterly uwﬁiment as they were,
the sight of these preparations had a most unfor-
tunate influence upon the minds of the sepoys.
The timid were seriously alarmed by the hostile
attitude adopted by our countrymen. The bolder
spirits rejoiced to witness so plain a confession of
apprehension on the part of their officers, while

the move honest and trustworthy among their
number would say to each other: The sahibs
¢ have lost all confidence in us, and we shall never

“ get over it.” Where there is a will, there is a
way, even in such a strait.  And where there is
half a will, there is a way likewise ; but it leads
whither it is ‘not good that brave men should
go, to disaster and discomfiture, to bootless sa-
crifice and inglorious ruin.  During these days
Agzimoolah, while walking with a heutena,nt who
had been a great favourite at Blthoor, pointed to
the fortification which was then in progress, and
said

“What do you call that place you are making out
“in the plain?”

%I am sure I don't know,” was the reply.

. Azimoolah suggested that it should be ('alled
fThe Fort of Despair.” *“No, no;” answered the
Englishman, “we will call it the Fort of Victory :”
an observation that was reuewed by his companion

G2
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with an air of incredulous assent, which he must
have acquired in West End drawing-rooms.

And now ensued a period of ceaseless dread, of
suspicion that never slumbered, of suspense hardly
preferable to the most terrible certainty. The
women and children spent the nights within' the

" circuit of the intrenchment, while their husbands,
with devotion that merited a better reward, pitched
their tents among the sepoy huts, and so took what
sleep they might. On the twentieth of May, flames
broke out after dark in the lines of the First Native
Infantry. In a moment the station was on the

] alert. Men hurried on their clothes, and clutched

. revolvers from under their pillows. Cung loaded with

| grape were trundled down to a preconcerted rendez-
vous. It was no easy matter to persuade people
that so ill-timed a conflagration could be altogether
accidental, The twenty-fourth of the month was the
festival of the Hed; a season which Mahommedans
celebrate with the blood of sheep and goats, though
on this occasion there was serious cause to appre-
hend lest, in their religious enthusiasm, they should
pant for nobler victims, Sir Hugh telegraphed to
Lncknow his belief that nothing conld avert a rising.
The feast, however, passed off without any dis-
turbance. The Mussulmans in our ranks paid their
respects to their officers ; acknowledged with apparent
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gratitude the customary present of a fat Patna
sheep : and protested that, come what might, they
would be faithful to their leaders i—a statement thay
was accepted for as much as it was worth, But
these alternations of confidence and alarm gradmally
settled down into chronic gloom. On the return

of the Queen’s birthday the usual compliment was
Y Y P |

omitted, lest the natives should interpret the firing

of the salute as a signal for revolt. Even military

loyalty dared not do honour to our sovereign in
a garrison that was still nominally hor own. A ser-
geant’s wife was making some purchases in the
bazaar, when a man, whose martial gait and spruce
appearance clearly proclaimed the sepoy in undress,
accosted the poor woman in these words:—“Ah!
“ you will nove of you come here much oftener;
“ you will not be alive another week.” Our country«
men. began ta keep watch all night by twmns, armed
to the teeth. As on a burning ship, when the sea
runs high, and the last boat has been swamped
or dashed to pieces, the crew wait with clenched
teeth till the fire has reached the magazine, and
say, “Now it is coming;” or again, “Now;” so
the Englishmen at Cawnpore, ignorant what each
day might bring forth, certain only that the cata-
strophe was not. remote, sat, pistol in hand, and
expected the inevitable, Some families endeavoured
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to gob down to Allahabad ere it was yet too late.
| But the roads swarmed with rebellious peasantry,
and liberated jail-bivds: the shallows in the tiver
forbade all passage in this the eighth month of the

. annual drought ; and escape was found to be im~
' practicable. Whatever destiny might have in store
was to be shared by all alike,

During the closing days of May, people were
writing hard to catch the Home Mail: and they
did well, for it was the last, Btrange, beyond  con-
ception of poet strange and ‘sad, must have been
the contents of that Cawnpore muil-bag. Imagine
Clolonel Ewart seated at his desk in a tent sur-
rounded by line behind line of huts and ecamp-fires,
in and about which are swaggering hundreds of in-
solent, faithless mercenaries. Picture that scene,
and then read: “1 do not wish to write gloomily,
“ hut there is no use.in disguising the fact, that we

¢« gye in the utmost danger; and, as 1 have said, if
“the troops do mutiny, my life must almost cer-
“ gainly be sacrificed ; but T do not think they will
« yenture to attack the intrenched position which
« is held by the Buropean troops, so I hope in God .
“ that my wife and child will be saved.

« And now, dear A—--, farewell. If, under
“ (yod’s providence, this be the last time 1 am to
« write to you, T entreat you to forgive all I have ever




TIJE' OUTBREAK

# done to twouble you, and to think kindly of me. I ‘
“ know you will be everything a mother can be to my
«“ boy. I cannot write to him this time, dear little
“ fellow. Kiss him for mg, Kind love to mybrothers.”

So spoke the stout soldier, fearing not for himself,
but for a wife who was worthy of the husband, as
her own words show. “My dear child,” she says,
« s looking very delicate. My prayer is that she

“ may be spared much suffering. The bitterness of

“ death has been tasted by us many times during
# the last fortnight, and, should the reality come,
%1 hope we may find strength to meet it with a
“ truly Christian courage. It is not hard to die
“ oneself, but to see a dear child suffer and perish,
¢ that is the hard, the bitter trial, and the cup
“ which I must drink, should God not deem it fit
“ that it should pass from me. My companion,
% Mrs, Hillersdon, is delightful. Poor young thing,
“ ghe has such a gentle spirit, 8o unmurmuring, so
% desirous to meet the trial rightly, wuselfish and
“ gweet in every way. She has two clnldxen, and
“ we feel that our duty to our little ones demands
“ that we should exert. ourselves to keep up health
“ and spirits as much as possible.” That is the
temper with which the mothers of Englishmen
should die, if die they must..

“Such nights of anxiety,” she continues, 1 would
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“ never have belmved posmble, and the days are full i

il “ of excitement.  Another fortnight, we expect, will
‘ ‘f decide our fate ; and, whatever it may be, I trust
* we shall be able to bear it. If these are my last
“ words to yow, you will remember them lovingly,
 and always bear .in mind that your affection and
“the love we have ever had for each other is an
« ingredient of comfort in these bitter times.”  Such
was the tone of the letters which, thence and at
that season, went forth. to spread a temible solicitude
through many an English household, Very different
from the tender confidences and innocent gossip, the
reminiscences of sick leave and the anticipations of
furlough, the directions to milliners and the in:
quiries about boarding-schools, which are the ordi-
nary materials of the Home Corrcspondence from an
Indian station, ‘ :
Meanwhile, the Nana wag in intimate eommumcaﬂf
tion with the ringleaders of the Second Cavalry.
The black sheep of the regiment were wont to hold
. meetings at the quarters of a trooper named Shum«
| shoodeen Khan, and of Teeka Sing, a Hindoo
Soubahdar, who, by his audacity and energy, had
gained an ascendancy among his colleagues, . These
gatherings were attended by Jwala Pershad, a hanger-
“on at Bithoor Palace, and Muddud Ali, who had
lately resigned the seivice of the Maharaja and
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t‘ﬂ horsa, dealing, but who still used to vmt
his rormer master in the way of business, At
longfh Teeka Sing had the honour of an mter’vxew
with the Nana himself, during which, according to
the mbory current among his comrades; the Soubaht

~ dar spoke to this effect: “ You have come to take
. charge of the magamne and treasury of the E El]f"hfih o)
“ we all Hindoos and Mahommedans, have united.

% for lour religions, and the whole Bengal army has

# become one in purpose. What do you say to it 47

Th" Nana rephed “1, also, um at the disposal of

“the army.” This very essential question having
‘been so frankly answered, arrangements were made
for a final consultation. Qne June evening, after

i dnsk, the  Maharaja, accompanicd by his blothu

}};Bala and the ublqulfmm Azimoolah, repaired to a

}amdm(r—place on the Ganges, whither his emissaries ‘
‘had conducted Teecka Sing and his associates, The

- whole party seated themselves in a boat, and talked
em'nostly for the space of twe hours, They appear
to have arrived at a satisfactory conclusion ; for, next
day, Shumshoodeen wetted his prospeubwc honours
at the house of Azgezun, a favourite courtesan of
‘the Becond Cayalry troopers. . In his tipsy fondness
he told the girl that in a day or two the Nana
would be paramount, and promised to stuff her -
house with gold mohurs from roof to ce”llar
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. The Mahmma endeavomed to conceal hm move:
ments by shifting his: residence to and fro between
Bithoor and the cantonments; but he was closely
watched by the spies of those among his own coun-
trymen who had reason to dread his elevation, If
British authority were to perish, if the sepoys and
their new ally were in power but for a single week,
it would go ill indeed with all who had ever crossed
the Nana in love, law, or speculation. And, especi-
ally, any who had concern in the great law-suit would
do well to look to themselves, litigant, pay-master,
witness, and counsel alike. As early as the twenty-
gixth of May, the sharp-sighted advocate, whose
diary has been already quoted, drew up an account
of the embryo conspiracy, and sent it in the form of
a petition to the magistrate of the Station ;  Who,”
says Nanukchund, ¢ gave no heed to my petition, and

oot o vexed with me that I canmot describe his
¢ anger. He said to me, ¢ You have all along been
¢ ¢ speaking ill of the Nana, and filing suits against
¢ € him in the civil courts. I cannot pay attention to

¢ € any representation from a person go hostile to the
¢ ¢ Nana.’ I replied that those affairs had no connexion
¢ with the present question, that the Nana had long
¢ harboured enmity to the Government, and a great
“ number of raseals belonged to his party ; that he
¢ (the Magistrate) would remember my caution, and
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| Sithat 1 ha{i obtained certain 'mtalhgence a8 the

% men of, the ermms household communicated it to i i

. % Chimna Apa, my client. The Magistrate would
“ listen to nothing. In despair, I did nothing, fur-
‘ ther than keep a «copy of the petition in xay book.
i Tt is & hopeless case. Let us see what will be the
L eﬂd of all this neglect” A dramatist of ancient
Greem would have attributed such obstinate blind-
‘ness to the malice of some injured deity, misleading to
i their bane those whom he had marked for destruction. |
There is a Goddess of Delusion in the eternal order
of things no less than in the Aschylean mythology.
The last mail had already left Cawnpore. At
nine o'clock on the night of the third of June, went

forth the last telegraphic message that ever reached e

the, outer world.  Thus it ran ===

i Szr Huyh Wkeelm' to the Secwtwr_/ to the
“ Government of Indic.

@ A1l the orders and proclamations have been
“ gent express, as the telegraph communication be-
¢ tween this and Agra is obstructed.

% Qi Henry Lawrence having espressed some
“ uneasiness, I have just sent him by post car-
“ riages out of my small force two ‘officers and
“ fifty men of Her Majesty’s 84th Foot ; convey-
“ ance for more ot available. This leaves e '



¢4 WNPORE

“ weak, bui I truqt to holdmg my own until more
e I‘mopeans amave." iy i e ‘

o it was. Prompted by a ‘genuine sentiment of

chivalry, 8ir Hugh not only sent back the Lucknow

reinforcement that had 'mrmved during the previous

week, but increased it by a detachment from his
own scanty command. He doubtless considered
that, at such a time, a loan of Hnglish bayonets

should bear high interest, And it was well for

these men that they were removed from the doomed
garrison to » field where they might fight not with-
out some prospect of life, some hepe of victory.
Those who were marked ¢o remain and die were
enongh to do their country loss. ;

As in a frame predisposed to disease the slightest
irregularity is productive of fatal results, so now at
Cawnpore the smouldering fires of discontent and
distrust were inflamed by an incident which at
ordinary times would have passed almost without
remark.  There was resident at the station a
cashiered subaltern whom it would be cruel to
name ; one of those miserable men who had sought
relief from the mental vacuity and physical prostra-
tion of an Indian military life in the deadly solace

of excess, This officer, whether in the wantonness

of drink, or the horror of ‘shattered nerves, fired &
ghot at a cavalry patrol who challenged him as he
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“reeled out of his ‘bungalow‘i-nto the dzyfkﬁess.' He
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missed his aim, as was natural under the circum-

‘stances ; but the trooper lodged a complaint in the

morning, ‘ﬂ‘nc‘i a court-martial was assembled which
acquitted the Englishman, on the ground that he
was intoxicated at the time, and that his musket

~ had gone off under a mistake. The sepoys, familiar

as they were with the brutality of low Kurepeans

and the vagaries of military justice, would at & less

eritical senson have expressed small surprise either
at the outrage or the decision. But now their blood |

was up, and their pride awake, and they were not| #

inclined to overrate the privileges of an Anglo-Saxon, )

or the sagacity of o militavy tribunal. The men of = =

the Second Cavalry muttered angrily that possibly
their own muskets might go off by mistake before
very long, and this significant expression became
proverbial’ throughout the whole native force. Ad-

“ditional point was given to the grim humour of the

soldiery by the unwonted sight of the corpses of an
English lady and gentleman, which, floating down
the river from some distant scene of death, had
turned aside into the canal that traversed the ecity

of Cawnpore. (langes was yet to bear many such

dire burdens. = Though wires had been cut, and
mails burnt, and every road blockaded, these silent
but unimpeachable messengers, in virtue of the safe-
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conduet granted to them alone, were long destined to
carry from station to station tha hdmgs of woe and

dismay.

The end was not remote. 'I‘hat; despau' deterred
which had long made sick the hearts of our country-
men ; that groat fear which was their companion day
and night, had now reached their consummation,  On
Thursday, the fourth of June: while far away on the
banks of pleasant Thames, Eton was celebrating the
birthday of her patron monarch, with recitations from
Julius Czesar, and copious libations of unwonied
champagne : at Cawnpore the men of the Second
Cavalry were sharpening sabres, and distributing
ammunition, and secreting their families and their
property in the back-slums of the native city. In
the mid-darkness of the succeeding night, when men
were in their first sleep, three reports of a pistol, and

" a sudden and brilliant conflagration, showed that the
hotr had arrived, Teeka Sing, who was on picket

duty with his troop, set the example of sedition,
which was speedily followed by the entire corps.

Some ran to set alight the house of the English

riding-master ; some to make & bonfire of the horse-
litker ; others to secure the treasure-chest and the
colours.  These last were stoutly opposed by the old |
Soubahdar-major, or native Colonel, who was cut
down at his post after a gallant resistance. Then
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the wg“nmfﬁnt mmmbed and accoutred, drew up on
‘the high road. A bugle sounded, and two horsemen
left the ranks, and went towards the lines of the
First, Native Infantry, and there cried in a loud
voice through the gloom: “Our Scubahdar-major
“sends his compliments to the Soubahdar-major of
“the First, and wishes to know the reason of this
“ delay, as the cavalry are drawn up on the road.”
Hercupon the sepoys, ignorant that the man in
* whose name they were invoked was at that moment
lying senseless and bleeding in the quarter-guard
ag a punishment for his loyalty-—ignorant of this,
and perhaps not much caring—began to load their
muskets, and hurry on their cross-belts, and pack up
their valuables. ' Colonel Ewart was at once on the
gpot, and in vain endeavoured to recall his soldiers to
their allegiance, saying to them in the Hindoostanee
tongue: “My children! my children! this is not
“your usual conduct. Do not so great a wicked-
“ness!”  But it was too late for argument or
entreaty, The battalion turned out in a body,
fraternized with the mutinous troopers, and marched
off in their company towards Nawabgunge, the North- !
west suburb of Cawnpore, where lay the Treasury by
and the Magazine.
' Meanwhile the alarm spread through fhe station,
The Achubauts of the Fiftysthird and Fifty-sixth
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regiments got their sepoys together ou the parade-
ground, and kept them under arms till the sun was
well above the horizon. Then the Colonel of the
Fifty-sixth = marched his battalion down to the
deserted lines of the Second Cavalry, collected and
secured the horses and arms which had been left
behind by the mutineers, and finally permitted his
men to doff their uniforms and cook their break-
fasts. The Major of the Fifty-third likewise dis-
missed his regiment, and at the same time summoned
into the entrenchment all his native officers, commis-
gioned and non-commissioned, At such a erisis i
was singularly injudicious to leave the men to them-
gelves, especially as in this corps the Soubahdars and
Jemmadars were for the mogt part free from the taint
of disaffection, and might have done much towards
keeping the rank and file to their allegiance. During
their absence a trooper of the Second Cavalry rode
in among the huts with a message from the company
of the Fifty-third which was posted at the Govern-
ment Treasury, to the effect that the guard would
allow no division of the spoil until their own regiment
was on the spot to claim its share. Ere long four oy
five grenadiers of the Fifty-sixth were observed to
steal across to the neighbouring lines, and soon after
they were seen talking eagerly and in a low voice
with a sergeant and private of the light company,
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| ‘Presently t.]rxese two men shouted okt Glory be to
“the great, (xod1 Gun,lemen, prepare for. aetlon!"
and a rush was made on the quarter-guard.  The
‘Bergecmb bwkc open the treasure- chest, and the
private seized the colours. The native Captain, who
. was i charge of the precious dcposn, gbood ' hig
ground like a man; but he was fired at, Imstled
and overpowered by numbers.  In an instant all was'
. uproar, confusion, and terror. The sergeant of the,
fourth company burst.into tears, and ran to fetch the | Vi
Adjutant ; the soldiers of the fifth and light com- b
Y panies flung on their coats, loaded their muskets, |
L erammed  their girdles with the regimental
mlpees while the remainder of the corps came of
their own accord on to the parade-ground with the
] i}itention of plaoing themselyes under the command
, of then' officers. qu(ntunately at this moment Sir
) Hugh Wheeler, prompt, with an ill-timed energy, and
i | | wary. with & misplaced distrust, ordered the guns of 2
| the intrenchment to open fire upon the wavering fl
multitude. At first the sepoys of the Fifty-third i
-seemed unwilling to believe that their commander
had adopted this cruel and uncourteous method. of
intimating to them that he dispensed with their ser-
vices : but the third round proved too strong a test
for their loyalty. They broke and fled along the main
road :. the greater part never stopping until they had
H
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joined the mutmeers ab Nawabgunge though a con-

giderable numbm' preferrad to conceal themselves in
an adjacent ravine until such time as it should please
Sir Hugh to allow them to come within gun-shot of
their own officers. ‘ :

So went the Flfty~th1rd The ﬂtmy of the re! mlt
of the Flﬂ;y-mnth is told with characteristic Hindoo
simplicity by Khoda Bux, a commissioned officer
of that regiment, ‘He says, “I was uleepmg in my

e house between twelye and one A.M., When Hossain

% Bux, Havildar, Grenadier Company, came and
“ awoke me, and said, ‘ What ¢ ‘Are you not awake 1

¥ “There is a row in the cavalry lines, three reports
¥ ‘of apistol, and the Quarter-master Sergeant’s bun-

“ ‘galow is on fire 1 was astonished, and ordered
“the regiment to turn out, and went to give in-
¢ formation to the Adjutant. He came out of his

¢ tent, and went with me to parade, and asked it the

“ rogiment was ready. I said, ‘Yes, it is ready.’
“ He said, ‘ Where iz it?” I said “In fronb of the
“ ‘bells of arms.) He ‘ordc;red them to form up in
“front of the quarter-guard, I formed ' them up,
“ and made them ready. I received -orders that,
“if any cavalry man came, he was instantly to

“be shot. In this way we passed the night with
| our officers. No one took off his uniform. The
' ¢ cavalry having mutinied went away to Delhi. In
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“ the morning the Adjutant ordered us to take off
“our uniforms, and eat our dinners, Then the
 guards were placed, and we took off our uniforms.
“'The colonel came to us, and asked what Naick was
“ on duty at the elephant sheds, as the cavalry and
“ First Native Infantry wanted four elephants, which

| %were under a guard of a Naick and four sepoys

“of the regiment, and he was greatly pleased they
“had vefused to give them up, and that he was
%50 coutent with the Naick that he should make
% him an Hayildar, I said it was Gunga Deen, Naick,
“First Company, The First Regiment mutinied
“like the cavalry, and went away. After this the,
% Colonel said, ‘ Bhowany Singh, Soubahdar, has been |
“¢wounded by these mutineers. 1 will go and see
“fhim" T and Awnundeedeen, Havildar Major,
“ went with the Colonel to the Cavalry Hospital, and
““saw Bhowany Singh, who was wounded. The
“ Colonel was very much pleased with him. The

“ Colonol then went to his bungalow, and I and
“ Annundeedeen went to cur lines, and, having
“ taken off our uniforms, began to smoke; when
“ Chain Singh, Havildar, came and seid, ¢ Jemmadar,
“‘the regiment is turning' out. I agked by whose
“orders, and why. He said, ‘I don’t know, I
“went outside, and saw that the Havildar was
¢ dreadfully frightened, and was buttoning his coat.

H 2
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“T went w1th him to my company, and saw snme
« of the men in' the tent packing up their clothesq |

“and others throwmg them away. I agked them

“ what was the matter, and why they were getting
“ready. They said, ‘The Fifty- Hmﬂ regiment, 18
“ ¢ gotting rc*ady, and s0 are we. | I said, ¢ Your
“ ‘regiment is the T]fty~sxxt11 what have you to

“ ¢ do with the Fx(’ty-thlrd? T would be hetter for

« ¢ you first to ghoot me, and then to do what you

« ¢like afterwards! Many of the men said, “You

¢ ¢ are our senior officer ; we will not kill you. Come
¢ ¢with us” 1 said, ‘Very well; T will get ready,

% cand come with you’ T went out of the tent
“ yery slowly for about a hundred yards, and then

“ran as fast as 1 could to the intrenchment, and
“0ld the Colonel and Adjutant that the 1eg|ment
“had mutinied. They said, ¢ Come with us, and
“fwe will see” I said, ‘Ob, gantlemen, all, the
“ regiment has mutinied, and are your euemms. It
“ ¢is not right for you to go to them.'”

. ‘While Khoda Bux was in search of his Colonel it
happened that one of the round shots, fired with a
view of frightening away the Sepoys of the Fifty-

. third, rolled among the ecamp-kitchens of the

Fxfty sixth.  Hereupon Gunga Rai, a grenadwr of

~ an excitable and suspicious temperament, called out

that they were all going to be killed, and fook



to his heels in the direetion of Nawubwung( tol-
lowed by the whole mob of his comrades,

And now the ship had struck the reef towards
whwh she had long been drifting, and had gone to
' pieces in the twinkling of an eye. It only remained for
the crew to provision the boats and knock together
some sort of a raft, as in that hour of sudden
and bewildering peril best they might. Our officers
afi once proceeded to gather up the relics of the
native force. Some went the round of the huts,
while others, by the aid of a bugler, ferretted out
the men who had sought a hiding-place in the ravine.

There were found in all some eighty soldiers whose

. sense of duty had been stronger than their fear of
the English nine-pounders. During the rest of the
day, these sepoys were employed in carting and
conveying within the intrenchment  the muskets,
ammunition, and accoutrements which  were lying
about in the lines. Meanwhile many of our country-

men commenced preparations for instant flight. All

that day a stream of luggage and furniture was
passing to and fro between the European quarter
and the principal landing-places. In that season
of uncertainty and danger, natives who followed
| the ‘calling of porters and carriers could not be
- procured. in the bazaar, so the work had to be
 done by ‘the domestic servants, A sense of com-

o mHE o‘i:rz'BBEAK i 101§L
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pamtwe relief mow began 0 prevail throughout
the community. | Our officers felt that the time

had arrived when they might consult without dis-

honour the security of themselves and their families,

 Their occupation was gone; and it seemed very

well that their lives had not gone likewise. The
blow had fallen; and they survived. They knew
the worst; and that worst was betber than the
best which they had foreseen. Their military pride
had been hurt by the sight of their battalion running
from them like a parcel of strect-boys at the appear-
ance of a policeman ; bub in the cowardice of the

'\ gepoys lay the salvation of the officers.  Besides,

not only was it extremely improbable that the

mutineers would ever venture again within range of

Sir Hugh's artillery, but there existed a powerful

. attraction to draw them in quite another direction.
‘Delhi was the centre towards which gravitated all

the wandering atoms of sedition. Thero the green
flag of the prophet had been unfurled, and the
ancient imperial faith was again dominant. There,
on his ancestral throne, sat the descendant of Shah
Jehan, roi fainéant no longer, but endowed with

o larid splendour of princely independence,  There,

with arms dyed to the elbows in European blood,
mustered the heroes of the great outbreak-~the men
who had hated with the deepest hate, and dared




with the most headlong and effectual daring. Thither,
6o swell the ranks of that Practorian guard, swarmed
from overy corner of Northern Tndia all who had
reason to covet the ruin of England, or to dread
‘her triumph. And thither, as our countrymen were
well aware, the Cawnpore mutineers designed to
g0 without delay.  Under a firm impression that
all instant risk was at an end, a considerable num-
ber of officers passed the night of the fifth July in
their private residences without the circuit of the
intrenchment. Confidence had suceeeded to distrust,
cheerful activity to sombre and passive expectation,
The faces of the sepoys were turned towards far Delbi.
On the way to Allahabad, by road or by. river,
there was nothing which could stop armed and de-
termined men. Their professional feelings wounded,
but their throats uncut and their honour untarnighed,
there was good hope that within a month they might
be smoking their cheroots in the verandah of the
United Service Club in safe and luxurious Calcutta.

. But it was not 5o to be.. The rebellion had already |
gotten to itself a chief, and the chief had matured j
for himself a policy. When the mutineers had
arrived at Nawabgunge they were given to under-
stand that the Nana was in the neighbourhood.
Accordingly he was waited on by a deputation of
native officers and troopers who addressed him in
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\Lheae wordxs A Ma,hum,w, a kmgdom awzutﬁs you 1f |

“you join our entr*rpmse, but death if you side with \
“our encmies.”  The readv reply was, ‘“What, have
“ I to do with the British 2 1 am al together yours.”

“The envoys then request;e,d him to lead the tloc)ps 0

Delhi. He assented to their desxre, and ended by
placing his hand on the head «of each of the party,
and swearing hdehby to the national cause. Theu the |’
rebels returned to their comrades, and the business of

_spoliation began.  The mutineers first mayched in &

i body to the Treasury : the keeper of the keys was ter-

rified into surrendering his charge : the doors were
‘unlocked, and. silver to the value of near a Tumdred
. thousand pounds sterling was dwtmbutetl among the

vanks of the four regiments.. Then the concounrse
dispersed in search of plunder and mischief.  Some
broke open the jail, and turned loose upon society
the concentrated rascality of one of the most rascally
districts in our Kastern dominions.  Others st fire

to the magistrate’s office and the Court House ; and, ‘

in a fit of irvational malice, made a bonfire of all the
Records, civil and criminal alike. Others again, after

|  parading about with a flag hoisted upon the back

of an elephant, vented their spite by cutting the

cabley of the bridge of boats, great part of which

floated down the river. All Huropean houses at the
west end ‘,of the station weve burned and sawked._, An
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anhappy overseer of highways was fired upon, not
without effect, and huntod along’ the road, the con-

struction of which he had been engaged in superin-.
~ tending.  When they had done as much damage as
could be got into a single morning the mutineers
‘packtad their more valuable booty about their per- i
sons; filled o long caravan of carts with their mhok
perty, their domestic gods, and their female I‘elamom R
 of every degree ; set forth on their adventurous jour-
ney ; and, after a very easy afternoon’s march, halted
at Kullianpore, the first stage on the Delhi road.
< But as soon as the deputation from the rebel army
‘had left the presence of the Nana his most trusted
‘advisers unanimously adjured him to give up the
| idea of acwmpanyinw the march on Delhi; and espe-
cially his dme damnée, Azimoolah, urged that if he
allowed himself to be absorbed. into the court of the
- Mogul he would lose all power and influence': that it
‘would be far more politic to bring inte subjection the
~country round Cawnpore, and so command all the
avenuos by which the English reinforcements could
penetrate info the heart of the disaffected regions:
that when once possessed of the keys of Delhi and
the Punjaub he might bargain with the rebels for
the captain-generalship of their armies, and the uni-
~ versal sovereignty of the north of India; and then,
-with twenty myriads of bayonets and sabres at his
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baek he might sweep down tha vaﬂey of the Ganges,“ |
~and wreak, once and for ever, his vengeance on the

 detested race; fight, on this its hundredth anniver-
. sary, & Plassey very different from the last; renew

' the Black Hole of Calcutta under happier auspices,
. and on a far more generous scale; and so teach

_ those Christian dogs what it was to flout a Mahratta ‘
' and cheat a Brahmin of royal blood:  The elognence
‘of the ci-devant footman fired the Maharaja, who
. accordingly ordcred hig elephants and puxshed on for

Kullianpore, attended by his brothers Bala and Baba
Bhut, and the indispensable Azimoolah.  The ri’ug ‘
leaders of the mutiny expressed their pleasure in
. being blessed once more with the light of his eoun- |
'tenance, but displayed very little inclination to give |
up the idea of Dellii. Ou the contrary, they sug- |
 gested that the Nana should stay behind at Cawn- |
pore, and  garrison the Magazine with his ' own \
votainers, while they themgelves prosecuted their
expedition towards the North West.  To this Bala,
a man of execrable temper, which, however, he ap-
pears to have been able to curb on ocoasion, replied
that Sir Hugh Wheeler and his Europeans would
ranke themselveg. vary unpleasant to the defenders
of the Magazine, and proposed that the Mutineers
should first return and clear out the intrenchment
and then go off to Delhi, At this point the Maha-
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| maja threw in a prospect of unlimited pillage and an
. offer of & gold anklet to each sepoy, which produced
. an instant and favourable effect upon his audience.
- The mutineers agreed to retrace their steps, and not
leave the station until they had put all the English
to the sword. As a pledge of their earnest intention

o carry out his desires they unanimously‘ saluted the i
‘Nana as their Rajah, and proceeded forthwith to

choose leaders who should command them in the
field. Soubahdar Teeka j |
the revolt, was appointed chief of the cavalry, with
the title of General. Jemmadar Dulgunjun Sing be~
came Colonel of the Wifty-third, and Soubahdar
Gunga Deen Colonel of the Fifty-sixth. ”

' There is a certain significance in these names : for
they indicate that, in the opiuion, at any rate, of the
mutineers themselves, the boldest and most active
among the anthors of the mutiny were not Mussal-
mans, but Hindoos. | The belief that such was in fact
the case is now very generally entertained by our most
‘thonghtful and observant public servants: but that
‘belief is singularly unpalatable to the mass of the
Anglo-Indian community. It was the fashion at the
time to attribute the outbreak to the machinations
of the Mahomedan population. Those ambitions
asealots (such was the creed of the day) had mever
forgiven us for ousting them from their ancient

ing, the prime mover of |
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pre-eminence, It was said that the pxofessom of &
 proselytizing falth would  never be reconciled! to
‘Nazmene domination ; that the professors of an
 aggressive faith would never brook that: others than
they should assert the lofty prmle ges of an imperial
race.  And so our countrymen contended that every
follower of the prophet was at heart a robel and a
traitor, and, therefore, must necessarily be at the
bottom of all the rebellion and treachery in the land.
. The habit of aqaummg that men who hold certain
~ opinions must be bent upon a certain course of
aotion, and the habit of using that assumption to
| justify our own injustice is, and always has been,

\ peculiarly English, Our ancestors took it for granted

 that their Roman Catholic countrymen were haunted
by an incessant longing to compass the death of
their own sovereign, and ingisted upon treating as
 fanafics and assassing honest north-country squires
who desired to compass nothing except the death of
a bitch-fox. Our grandfathers took it for granted
that every radical was a Jacobin, and that every
Jacobin slept upon thorns as loag ag clergymen kept
their glebes, and marquises kept their ‘heads. | Qury
fathers, and, it is to be feared, mot a few of our
 brothers, took it for granted that every Jew, fixed his
hopes exclusively upon the day when his venerable
fmth ghould agam flourish in 1ts pristine haunts, and
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‘ regardcd Enghmd as a phce of pleasant but not. |
© unprofitable exile; and, as a fitting corollary ‘to so
 plausible a proposition, we deduced the conviction ;’
 that Baron Rothschild would sacrifice the prosperlty
of his conshtuency to the mterests of the N ew
Jerusalem, ! W
In the year 1857, our ‘passion for visiting iipbn
people the crimes which we thought they were hound =
by their tenets to commit ran viot throughout the =

north of Tndia. Our proverbial tendency to give a L

dog a bad name and hang him was most barbarously
~ and lterally exemplified in the. case of the unfortu-

‘nate Moslem. After the capture of Delhi, every . :

" member of a elass of religious enthusiasts named f
(thazees were hung, as it were, ex-officio ; and it is |
to be feared that a vindictive and irresponsible |

‘judge, who plumed himself upon having a good | /¢
| eye for a Ghazee, sent to the gallows more than one =

 individual, whose guilt consisted in looking as if he =

. 'belonged to a sect which, probably, was hostile to
“our religion. Tt would have been equally bumane
‘and logical if the ministers of Queen Elizabeth had
‘burned as a Jesuit every one who was bald on
‘the crown of his head. The city of Patna, where
‘the Mahomedan element was large and mﬂuentlal ‘
~ was the favourite bugbear of the Caleutta alarmists,

. Happily for tham, the officer in charge of that city
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shared their suspicions and rrpmjudiébs“,f dnd “ﬁﬂ'crde‘_c‘i‘ ;
thern inexpressible delight by diﬁ(ﬁpVEﬁng‘ ‘secret

| meetings, by intercepting treasonable correspon-

‘dence, and by arresting leading bankers on the
charge of harbouring mutineers, And yet, while
pamult and massacre were rife in the great towns
of Oude and the North-west, the disturbances in
' Patna were confined to one partial emeute, and one

‘ i,xnprenxediztated‘ murder. At length the Governor
of Bengal, tired of ‘requesting to be informed why
people had been executed in an irregular manner ;

sick of listening to the complainty of _shol‘)keepemf
' who were not allowed to leaye their houses after nine

at night, and disciples of Mahomedan professors
whose studies were intorrupted by the incarceration ‘
~ of their teachers, superseded the Conunissioner, and

appointed a successor, who at once gave his confi- |
dence to an able official of the Mabomedan per- |
suasion,  From that day forward Patna was o8 quiet
as Madras,  No act of fidelity or gelfsacrifice could
exempt a Mussulman from the hatred and distrust of
a large section of Anglo-Indian society. Sygsd! Ari-
-moodeen, whom Lord William Bentinck had thought
worthy of his friendship and esteem, was among the
defenders of the house st Arrah. The besiegers

had set a price on his head, and had offered to spare

the lives of the little garrison if he ond one other
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ere surrendored to their vengeance. As a veward

for his loyalty, he bedmne for some months sub-
sequently the popular theme of abuse in the Anglo-
Saxon papers, 1Is it, or is it not the fact,” so
writes a corvespondent, ‘ that Syed Azimoodeen
¢ supplied the mutineers with information as to the

¢ hiding-places of English fugitives? Ts it, or isit
“ not the fact that Coer Sing gave particular injune~ :

(“tions to the sepoys, that, when the house was -

“ stormed, Syed Azimoodeen should be excepted
“ from the slaughter?” This production proved too
strong for the digestion even of the constant reader
of a Caleutta journal, = A few days afterwards there
appeared a communication inquiring whether it was
or was not the fact that Coer Sing had given par-
ticular orders that the bullets fired against the house
 should not hit Azimoodeen, and that, when the mine

- exploded, he should be dropped on to a feather-bed

placed in the middle of the compound. But who
can wonder at any excess of folly and ferocity in a
publication which could stoop to insert a letter
recommending the rack for ‘respectable Mahome-
“daus?” When there were some hopes that an
overflow of the river would complete the desolation
of our Glangetic provinces, an Englishman was found
blasphemous enough to put these words on paper:
- “ we accorded great favowrs to the rascally Mussul- |
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Y mcms, but the rains are actmg 50 a8 to uulhfv al] o
L our mdulgenees. i ,
- During the Progress of the revelb tho appmhen« |
| isiony of our. wuntrymen always became more mtemq

at the appmach of the great anniversaries of the |

Mahomedan religion.  In the early summer, the
fostival of the Hed was to many an Anglo—Iudrm
household & season of unspeakable anxiety, for meu
. dreaded lest to themselves, as to the Hgyptisns in

 old time, the ceremony should prove a veritable
Passover, solemnized by the death of their firstborn.
Tater in the year came the Mohurrum, the most
 amgust and touching of all Oriental rites, It is im-
‘pos»uble, even for a Christian and an European to
look on without emotion when the insignia of; the
. mighty dead are borne along,—the erimson standard

of the brother who perished by the sword, and the

green standard of the brother who. pwb‘hed by
poison i— when, mldﬁit o forest of silver staves and
silken bamners, ave led the chargers of the herves ;
while behind streams along a dense multitude, beut—
ing their breasts, and reciting in sad. cadence the
irmutable formula of lamentatlon. Though nigh
twelve hundred years haves passed since the tragedy
was enacted, the unfeigned earnestness and melan-
choly of the mourners excite in. the spechbor Sym-
path y far more acute th'm is accorded even to the
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‘:ﬁmeml of a contemporary. In the year 1857, Eng-
 lishmen sat booted and spurred, pistol in belt and
~ saddle on horse; and listened, as the tramp of feet,
mingled with the clapping of hands and the dull
murmur of “ Ah me, for Hosein! Ah me, for
~ “Hassan ! ” died away in the distance. And yet the
Eed and the Mohurrum passed without bloodshed ;
and men ceased to fear for their lives, and began to |
' tremble for their cherished theory. And, in truth,
it was just as probable that the Mahomedans of
India should snceeed in inciting to rebellion a hun-
dred thousand Brahmin sepoys, by working upon
their religious susceptibilities, as that the Orange-
men of Ireland should organize and direct the
Roman Catholic population in a crusade against the
English Crown. However little may be the love
lost between the rival creeds in the Emerald Isle,
there is quite as little waste of that sentiment in
the case of the rival superstitions of our Eastern
dominions.. On  this gquestion, so important when
viewed with respect to the relations betweéen our-
selves and the class of our subjects most worthy of
our consideration and regard, the eyes of our com-
patriots might have been opened at an early stage
of the troubles, by the report of a Court of Inquiry,
which sat upon the disturbance at Barrackpore.
That court, “from the evidence before them, are of
')
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o opmmu that the Slkhs and Muﬁsulmfm% of t}w‘ f
| Thirtyfourth Regiment of Native Infontry are
¢ trugtworthy soldiers of the State, but thut the
| % Hindoos geuemlly of that corps are not trust-

“ worthy.” But there is a blindness which it is 1dle i

o foment with the application of common sense, or
to (,ouch with the incisive point of fact; the blméb
ness of termr and rage, and vengeance seeking i

the dark for a victim and a pretext. i ‘ ‘
| At dawn on the mormning of the sixth of o ll,J,,le, Sn'
i Hugxh Wheeler received a letter, in which the Nana
announced his intention of at once commencing the
| attack. Our officers were summoned within the in-
_ trenchment, where, for a fortnight past, the women
and children had alveady been in sanctuary. The
~order was obeyed with soldier-like promptitude, in-
tensified by the conscionsness of imminent peril. It
fared ill with those who had mdulgPd in a fond ant101~
- pation that their next change of lodging would be to
Allahabad and Caleutta. With no notice of quarter,
or month, or week ; with no valuation for fixtures,
or inventory of furniture, they were called upon to
shift. to a residence held on short and uncertain
tenure, and at a fearful rent. There was no time
for pucking, or even for selection. There was not
leisure to snatch a parting cup of coffee, or a hand-

ful of cigars, or an armful of favourite books, - :
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g pﬂx‘n helmet that. had been testod by many a Iong
‘dayﬁ thet-sllOOMHg under the bluzmg Indian sun,

All possessions, however hardly eamed and highly

; pmzed all dear memorials of home and love ; were

 to be alike abandoned to the coming foe. e who,

in that close and burnmg night of the mid snmmer,

bad on his house-top courted a little air and qleep, !

might not stay to take anything out of his house. |

" He who had been on some early service in the fleld
. might not return back to take his clothes. Few |
“and happy were they who had secured a smwla

change of raiment ; and those who, in the hurry

 of the moment, had stayed to dress themselves from .

head to foot, were by comparison not unforbunate.

 Half-clad, unbreakfasted confused, and breathlesﬂ,‘

our countrymen huddled like shipwrecked sea-farers |

| into the precincts of the fatal earthwork, which ‘ i
| they entered only to suffer, and left only to die.
For that fortification had been erected under evil

auspices. As of Hiel the Bethelite, so it may be
said of poor Sir Hugh, that he marked out the
ground in his first-born, and set up the épaulement

in the younwcst of his household, A chief, whose ]

military eye had not been dulled by age, would
have discerned the rare capabilities for defence
afforded by the magazine, which consisted of an
immense walled  inclosure, containing numerous
12 '

. 115 5

I
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buildings and an inexhaustible store of guns and
ammunition. ~ The ‘poaiiion was watered, and ab
' the same time protected in the rear, by the Glanges.
The public offices and the treasury were in the
immediate vicinity, so that the records and the
jmoney might have been placed in safety ab the
cost of a few howrs labour. The doors of the
jail would have been commanded by our cannon,
and at least one tributary to the flood of disorder
 pent within its bounds. The native government
officials, who for the most part resided at Nawab-
gunge, might have remained in communication with
the civil authorities within the forfress; and the
garrison could have been readily supplied with pro-
visions from the loyal villages in the neigh’bourhodd,‘
and, indeed, from the vity itself; which, says our
old friend Nanukchund, ¢ was like a certain wife
¢ who used to act up to the wishes of her husband,
| “pocause she feared him, and then could also
| “protect herself; but, when her husband died, she
" ¢ found herself under other people’s control, and
| ¢ Yiged in leence.” He further observes that * the
¢ Qahibs did the reverse of wisdom. They made
« the intrenchment far out in the plain and outside
“ the city, without reflecting that, in cage of mutiny
« preaking out, it would be gurrounded by the
« robels on all four sides, who would be assisted
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L by the amllely of the Magazine, and the Glovern-

“ ment treasure #50 bemptlwrly thrown in their way. |

b Tmﬁ, to 1llusfomte the, proverb, the Sahibs put
; “a sword into the enemy’s hand, and thrust then'

“ own heads forward,” ,
Such was mdeed the case. If the choice of the;

site for our pl&ce of refuge had been confided to

Azimoolah and Teeka Sing, they could not have
selected one more favourable for the attack. The

Dragoon hospital stood in the centre of a vast open |

space, flat with the flatness of Bengal, on the south
bank of the canal which mpamted the mdlmry‘
quarter from the Native ufy, the bridge of boats,
the civil station, and the magazine. The establish-
ment consisted of two single-storied barracks sur-
rounded by spacious verandahs; each intended to
afford accommodation for a company of a hundred

. men,  The building that was somewhat the larger
of the two was thatched with straw, whicl eircum-

stance alone rendered the position wntenable. The

' other was roofed with conerete, a condltwn usually

expre essed by the word « pucka ;" that ublqulbom ‘
adjective which is the essential ingredient of Anglo-
Indian conversation, “Both houses were ¢onstructed

. of thin brickwork, hardly proof agmnst the rays

of an Eastern sun, and far too frail to resist a
twenty-four pound shot. The hospital was provided
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with & due modlcum of cookmrr sheds and servants’ |

huts 3 and in front of the thatched barrack was
a well, protected by a slight parapet. By order
of Sir Hugh these premises had been inclosed in
a mud-wall of t,he shape of a rectangular parallelo-

gram; four feet in height; three feet in thickness

at the base; and twenty-four inches at the orest,
which was, therefore pervious to a bullet from an
Tnfield rifle. The batteries were con'tructed by
the very simple expe(hent of leaving an apertare
of o size proportioned to the number of the guns:
g0 that our artillerymen served their pieces, as

in the field, with their persons entirely exposed

to the fire of the enemy. |
Behind those slender bulwarks was gathered a
mixed and feeble company, to the full sum of a

thousand souls, Of these, four hundred and sixty-

five were men, of every age and profssion. Their
wives and grown danghters were about *wo hundred
and eighty in number, and their little ones at least as
many. All who were able to bear arms, twenty score
by tale, were at once called together, and told off in
batohes imder their respective officers. The north
side of the intrenchment, facing the river, was
strengthened by a poor little triangular outwork,
which our garrison entitled “ the Redan;” as if to
cheer themselves, during their eruel and inglorious
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ﬁtmggle, th;h a lemmmenee of chivalrous European
warfare, 'This important post was entrusted to Major

Vibart, of the Second Cavalry, assisted by Captain

Jenkins. | At the north-eastern corner, Lieutenants
Ashe and ‘wthebv superintended a battery of one
twenty-four pounder howitzer and two nine-pounders,

 Captain Kempland had charge of the east curtain,

while at \bhe south-eastern angle stood three nine-'

‘pounder gm under the charge of Lieutenants =
Eckford, Burney, and Delafosse ; of whom one wos |

destined to show upon happier fields of battle liow
the soldiers of Cawnpore fought and bled. Next
in order came the main-guard, held by Lieutenant
Turnbull, and flanked by a tiny rifled pioce carrying

& three-pound ball, which was manned by a detach-

ment under the orders of Major Prout, Towards
the north, Lieutenants Dempster and Martin directed
the working of three nine-pounders ; and their nest

; aeighbour was Captmn Whiting, who felt the Redan

- with his vight, and thus closed the circuit of the
. defenceis The general supervision of the artillery
devolved upon Major Larkins ; but that officer was
mcapamtated by illness from takmg, a very active
* part in the operations. -

There was no time to be lost. Whllb the com-
manders of the various posts were choosing their
partics, and placm" their sentries, and dlspensmg
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their share of the army and ammumtlou, alveady the

roar of great guns, and the clouds of black smoke

| rising fast aucl,frequentln the north-west quarter,
told them that the waming of the Nana was no

empty menace.  As when, during some great hurri-
cane, such as of late passed o’er pale Calcutta, the
tidal wave comes surging up the river, unlooked for
and irresistible, leaving in its track desolatmn and

~ ruin, the wrecks of ships and the corpses of men--so

on that morning, over doomed Cawnpore, swept the
returning flood of mutiny and misrule. At break of
day the whole rebel array poured down the Delhi:

-road in a compact body, with the Maharaja at their
head, who had good reason to be proud of his follow-
ing. It was a force which would have done credit

to any Mahratta chief in the palmiest days of that
redoubted race. There was an entire regiment of
excellent cavalry, well mounted and equipped. There
was & detachment of guuners and drivers from the

| Oude Artillery, who had been despatched as a loan

from Imcknow to Clawnpore, just in time to enable
them to take part in the revolt. - There were the
Nana’s own myrmidons, who made up by attach-
ment to his cause what they wanted in military
skill.  Lastly, there were three fine battalions of
Bengal sepoys, led by experienced sepoy officers,
armed with English muskets, and trained by English



discipline. When the mutineers arrived at the out-
skirts of the station, Teekn Sing, the General, post:
pouing his private gain and malice to the public
‘good, repaired at once to the magazine, and spent

. the morning in securing a fleet of thirty boats which i

lay beneath the walls, Inden with shot, shell, am‘d‘; ;
heavy cannon. The guns in serviceable order he

- sent off towards the intrenchment on carriages drawn

by Government bullocks ; and those which were not

in condition for immediate use, he compelled the

artificers of the establishment to brush up on the
Government lathes. But the main body of the in-
surgents displayed no such foresight or self-control
They kept close order no longer, but spread them:
selves out to the right and left, and, robbing, bum-
 ing, and murdering as they went, bore sonthwards
over the civil quarter and the native city. Sir George
Parker and a party of his friends, who, inobseryant
of the coming storm, were lingering over their last
breakfast in his pleasant villa, had barely time
to fly for their lives, Four office-clerks, who lived
together in a shop on the banks of the canal, after a
valiant resistance, were smoked out of their lodging,
and slain as they fled: « The troopers of the Second
Cavalry galloped up and down the lanes of the black
town, hunting for Knglishmen; and the low-caste
Mahomedans of the bazaar—the sword-polishers, the
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cotton-spinners, and the dealers in silver ornaments
~ ~—joined eagerly in the chase. One European was
run down and worried to death in a garden, Another,
a gentleman advanced in age, had eoncealed himself
in a hut noear the posting-house, in company with his
wife, his little daughter, and his son, a boy of sxxteﬁn
years. The wretched family were fracked to their
hiding-place, arrested, and dragged before the Nana,
who ordered them for instant execution; and they
were happy at least in this, that they died together,
and without delay. Proclamation was made that
' every building in which shelter had been given to
}“Em'opeans, Furasians, or Christians of any extrac-
. tion, should first be plundered, and then razed to
the ground. This announcement provided the rebels
with & pretext for breaking open and ransacking the
dwellings of many respectable natives. Buddree
Nath, the commissariat contractor, who was acoused
of secreting Lady Wheeler and her daughters, lost
~ the savings of a lifetime in the course of a mngfle
hour. The scum of the city made the most of their
period of licence, and, when any portable property
came in their way, took good care not to inquire very
closely into the creed of the owner. Among others,
the King of Oude is supposed to have suffered a
heavy loss. Forty thousand rupees belonging to a
Hindeo merchant were taken from a cart which
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stood in the pmmxse% of the pcmt-oﬂice, and remov«ed
into the magt_bhckguard districts of the neighbour-
~hood. A gang of cavalry soldiers went down the
! Btreet of Silver, the main thoroughfare of the town,
beating in the doors of the cloth-merchants and
money-changers, insulting the trembling tradesmen,
and camying off all the valuables on which they
could lay their hands. Meanwhile, those mutineers
whose teligious spite overcame their desive for lucre,
‘were deriving intense enjoyment from the occupation |
of cannonading the church. Another large company
of Brahmin sepoys, whose orthodox indignation took
a more practical turn, and could not content itself
with the somewhat tame pastime of persecuting
senseless brick and plaster, marched off to the
Mahomedan quarter; bombarded the residence of
' the Nunhey Nawab, the most influential Mussulman
voble of the vicinity ; blew open the gates ; smashed '
the glass-ware and the porcelain ; appropriated the.
contents of the wardrobe and the plate-chest; and
told the master of the house to congider himself a.
prisoner. They then proceeded to take into tuasbody
other leading gentlemen of the same persuasion, and
returned to the Nana loaded with spoil, and followed
by a line of sedan-chairs containing the persons of
their captives.
 As the morning advanced the . reports of the
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mmketry and the tummnlt of voices grew 1 more and
' more distinct to the ears of our countrymen, Nearer
and ever nearer rolled the flames of the blazing
* houses, and the white puffs which butokened the
presence of wrtlllery At length, stung by a generous
impatience, Lieutenant Ashe took out his guns to
. reconnoitre, accompanied by some five and twenty
volunteers. The party had barely gone forward a
quarter of a mile, when they caught sight of the
vebel van, which had already passed the canal, and
occupied in force the neighbourhood of the bridge.
_ Our people returned faster than they went, and
not all ; for one, at Jeast, Lieutenant Ashburner, was
never again seen or heard of ; and poor Mr. Murphy,
of the Iast Indian Railway, brought back with him
a wound, to which he succumbed before the day was
~out. He enjoyed the melancholy honour of being
 buried in a solitary coffin which had been found in
4 corner of the hospital ; and shared with one other,
4 lady who died of fever, enviable in that she was
the first, the privilege of being decently interred
within the precincts of the intrenchment. There‘
soon came to bo scanty leisure for funeral rites. At
ten o'clock the mutineers fired their first shot, from
a nine-pounder gun, which they had brought down
to the vacant lines of the First Infantry. The ball
struck the crest of the mud wall, and glided over
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mto th€ smuller b‘m'a(,k where it/ broke the leg o
an unh&ppy native footmzm, who breatlﬂ}gd his lagt in i
the course of the afternoon. This terrible and un
wonted visitor, | the precursor of many, scared m~~ /
[ doors o 1arge agsembly of ladies and children who
wex;,e‘ tting and’pla‘ymg in and about the verandabs; =
d sent to their posts the fighting men, most of
! ‘whom ha,d now their earliest experience of the sen-
 sation produced” by the whizzing rush of a round
‘shot' an ominous sound, which, ere long, became
familiar to ‘them as the click of the billiard-ball toa
_marker, or the buzz of the tcnms—ball to an lmbzme’ ‘
of Princes’ Club.
* And so the siege had begm. The first stroke hmi
been played in that momentous ‘contest, of which
. the stake was a thousand English lives; since no-
thing: remained for our countrymen to protect save
their bare existences and the empty shadow of the = =
British rule. The first game had gone ag'unst u@mg,
The Nana had won the regiments ; and the regiinents =~
had won their colours, their weapongy.and their .~ il
. pay. Why needed they to gru%e the loseis their
breath 2 Why, for a ‘possession’ “of ng value, except |
to the owner, should they dehberateﬁy domimence a
hazardous and protracted game of double or quits ¢
Puwer and. authomty, treasureﬁ and mumtlons, the )
sinews and the muscles of e, bad alike passed over il
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 the manifold public chances of battle, and inctir the'

. personal risk which none can avoid who bring _angu?y

Englishmen to bay, in order to destroy a handful of
' disheartened invalids and civilians; scarcely numerous
 enough to escort their women and children in safety
o Allahabad through the perils of eddies, and quick-
sands, and bands of highwaymen recruited and em-

\ . boldened in those months of general anarchy?

But it came to pass that their heart was hardened,
and they would not let our people go. The ring-
Jeaders of the mutiny knew well that their position

' was one of utmost hazard. They had been too
riminal to be forgiven, and too successful to be for-
gotten.  Henceforward their ait was to implicate
their comrades beyond the hope of pardon; to place
between them and their former condition of life a
gulf filled with English blood. And when the Nana
| exhorted his followers to slay and spare mot, he

spoke to willing ears; for between them and our
 countrymen there existed a degree of mutual dis-
trust which could only end in mutual extermination.

The minds of men were so agitated and disordered

by anger and uncasiness, that the sole chance of life
for either party lay in the utter destruction of the
other. Already quarter was no longer given, and,
indeed, could hardly be said to be worth the asking.

to the sepo:}s; 'Wh_at taniptatioh was there to ran .



A Europeyn knew that, if ono set, of Pandies enter-
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{ taine any qualms of compassion or gratitude, the

next squad who came across him would infallibly cut
his throat; and & sepoy knew that, if his captors
took the tvoublé‘ to drag him about in their train for
8 few days, the magistrate at the first station on the
road would have him hung before the officer in com-
- mand of the party had emerged from the bath-room.
- This was no generous rivalry of national vigdmf'and o
skill and prowess. Little of military science was :
here, and less of military courtesy. With eclenched b
 teoth and bated breath, the Brahmin and the Saxon
elosed for the death-grapple ; well aware that, when
once their fingers were on each other's throats, one
only of the combatants would ever rise from the
trampled sand, ‘ Ll
' As soon as the Rubicon of insurrection had been
 passed ; as soon as the gauntlet, of sedition had been
thrown; the first ‘care of the mutineers was to get |
rid of all who had been the witnesses of their guilt, |
and who. might hereafter be the Judges. Novepoy
felt secure of his neck and plunder as long as one
solitary Englishman remained on Indian soil ; for our
revolted mercenaries shared to the full that strange
mixture of veneration, bewilderment, ayersion, and
 berror, with.-which our Fastern subjects still regard
that extraordinary people who, in the course of o~

e

ot i a il
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| "~ungle decade, expanded from a handful of clerks
~ and factors to a galaxy of warriors and pro—consuls.‘
It is hardly possible for a man bmught up amidst

. European scenes and associations to realize the ides

conceived of him and his countrymen by a thorough-
fl ‘bred Hindoo., On the one hand, the natives miust
' acknowledge our yast superiority in the arts of war
and rule.  Our railways, and steamthps, and Arme

 strong guns, are tangible facts which cannot ‘be .

 slighted. They must be perfmtly alive to the know-
ledge that we have conquered them, and are govem»—
ing them i a more systematic and downright manner
than they have ever been governed before. But, on the
other hand, many of our usages must appear in their
eyes most debased and revolting, It is difficult to
imagine the horror with which a punctilious and
devout Brahmin cannot but regard a people who, eat
the flesh of cow and p)g, and drink various sorts of
strong licquors from morning till night. Tt is at least
as hard for such a man. to look up to us as his
betters, morally and socmlly, as it would be for us
to place among the most civilized nations of the
word a population which was in the habit of dining
on human flesh, and intoxicating itself daily wﬂzh
laudanum and salvolatile. = The peculiar quahtma ‘
which mark the Englishman are peculiaxly distasteful
to the ()uental and are sure to be widely (hstorted
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wid, voluptuours armt,oeram,y of‘ the E'wb
‘ éry honesty seems ostentatious and contemp?

L agmhcem disregard of les convenamees, whwh has
rondered our coun%rymen so justly beloved by all‘ ‘
the Oont«mvnbul nations, is inexplicable and hafeﬂxl.
to 2 mw Who consider extemal pomp and 191;1(,@111;‘ i
mlemm by, to be. the ‘necessary accompamments of i

L tible to the wily and tortuous Hindoo mind, That

rank, worth,/ aud power, Add the mysterious awe

by thgh we are shrouded in the eyes of the native
populatmn, whmh very generally attributes to magio
our umfomx »success in everything we take in hand,

‘and you will have some notion of the pieture pre- L

sentod to the Brahmin 1mafg11m'r1on by an indefati-
pablﬂ, publw—spmted plain-spoken, buel—dnnkmg,
i mg,ar»smohng, tiger-shooting, public servant. We
should not be far wrong if we were content to allow
tham we a,re ‘vegarded by the natives of Hindostan
a species of quamt and somewhat anGubiO)l;zble
demoﬂs wﬂ;h _atare aptitude for fighting and ad-
w mmmtratlgx 0 Jbul and degraded in our habits, though
/] mt}r i’urénce to those habits not to be judged by
the same standargiv a8 ordinary men ; not uli’ogether
. malovolent; ‘hut entirely wayward and unaceountable ;
a race of dcmx—drwls, neither quite human, nor qmte




,,smpematum] not who]ly bad, yet f"n' from perfec‘hly

. beneficent; who have. been gottled down in. the

country by the will of fate, and seem very mtmh
~ inclined to stay there by our own. With this im-~
presgion on his mind the Bengal gepoy desired Wlth h

a nervous and morbid anxiety to get quit of t}m il

Sahibs by fair means or foul. He did not care to

: expose us to nnnecessary misery and humiliation; to.
. torture our men, or to outrage our women, His sole i

| object was to see the last of us: to get done with ng
for good and for ever. Ignorant beyond conception
_ of European geography and statistics, he had con-
vinced himself that, if once the Anglo«lndians of
every sex and age were killed off, from the Governor
General to the serjeant-major’s baby, there did mnot
exist the wherewithal to replace them. And there-
fore he said in his heart: “ Come, and Jet us destroy
« them together, Let us cut them off from beinga
‘% nation, that their name may be no more in remem-
“brance.” He conceived that Groat Britain had
been drained dry of men to recruit the garrison of
our Asiatic empire ; that our home population con-
sisted of nurses and children, of invalids who had
left the Fast for a while in quest of health, and vete-
rans who had retired to live at ease on their share of
the treasures of Hindostan. He fancied that the
tidings of a general massacre of our people would
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Wrender our: 1sltmc1 a home of helpless moumers : lw “ ;
found that those tidings changed it into a nest of

:sm*ckless and pitiless avengers.  He believed our “

- power to be a chimera, and he discovered it to be
@ hydra, He learned too late that he had digged
. & pit for himself, and had fallen into the ditch which

- he had made; that his mischief and his violent
| dealings had come down upon his own head yothat
Englishmen were many, and that, when the occasion ‘
seryed, their feet too were not slow to shed blo-()‘d‘:“"‘ ‘

that our soldiers could kill within the year more
 heathen than our missionaries had converted in the
| course of a cenbury: that our social science talk
" about the sacredness of human life, and our May
Meeting talk concerning our duty towards those be-
nighted souls for whom Christ died, meant that we
were to forgive most of those who had never injured
us, plunder none but such as were worth robbing, and
seldom hang an innocent Hindoo if we could catch
1 agnilty one: that the great principles of mercy and
 justice and charity must cease to be eternally true
~until the injured pride of a mighty nation had been
satisfied, its wrath glutted, and its sway restored,
But though a.ppwhension and dislike had inspired
the rebels with a determination to destroy every
Englishman off the face of the land, had they no
feehng:, of ruth for the sufferings and the fatn of our
K2




‘women? Never Baropoan warfare has the swor«I W
been. dchborately pointed at a female breast ; save
. during those rave seasons, indelible from me; i
-and’ maxpmble by national remorse, when, after the | e
mad carnage of a sumesﬁ»ﬁtl escalade, drunkenness i
and licence have ruled the hour,  1f the Nana knaw"’ i

the valour and siriagth of our officers too well to .

 allow him o be merciful, how came it that he did

not respect the- wealmeas of our ladiest No one

i can rightlyread the Iustmy of the mutineers unless

be | cormtantly takes into account the wide and mcb,

~cal_difference between the views held by Buropeans’:
and Asiatics with reference to the treatment and

position of the weaker sex. We, who still live

among  the records and associations of = chivalry,

~ horrify Utilithrians and Positivists by persisting in

 regarding women as goddesses. The Hindoos, who

. allow their sisters ‘and daughters few or no personal

‘:‘

" rights ;. ¢her Mahﬁmedana, who' do mot even. allow ‘

“them stuls; cannot bring thumaehes to look: upon"

- ;them as bettqr*than playthings. The pnde of o Mus-

sulman servant is painfully wounded by a seolding
from the mistress of the house, and he takes evrery

opportumty of showing his contempt for her by vari-

- ous childish impertinences,  Among the nuniberless

L “Ym}?tﬂm& of our national ecoentricity, that which

soems most extraordinary to a natlve is our. subm1t~: .
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ting to be governed by a woman. And as a Hindoo
~ fails to appreciate the social standing of an English
lady, s0 it is to be feared that he gives her little
credit for her domestic virtues.  Her froe and -
 restrained life excites in his mind the most singular
‘and unjust ideas. o see women walking in public,

“driﬁng‘abnut in open carriages, dining; and talking, =
~and dancing with men connected with them neither

by blood nor marriage, never fails to produce upon
him a false and anfortunate impression.*  And there-
fore it happened that a sepoy corporal, whose estiv
mate of an Earopean lady was curiously compounded
of contempt, disapprobation, and misconception, was
little  adapted to entertain those sentiments of
knightly tenderness and devotion which Petrarch
~ and Cowley have handed down to us from the days

(| * In $TThe Mircor of Indigo;” & vernacnlar dramawhich has gained
for itselt a miche in Indian history, and contributed a rather remark-
able page to the Law Reports of the Caleutta tribunaly 3 the follow-
ing passage occurs in a conversation between two native women s
 Reboti, Moreover, the wite of the Indigo-planter, in order to
make her husband’s case strong, has sent a lother to the Magis-
trate, since it iy said that the ‘magistiate hears' her words tmost
atbentively, . | il ‘ e
| Adnvie, T saw the lady. She has no shame at all.  When the
magistrate of the district (whose name occasions great terror) goes
riding ahoutithrough the village, the lady also rides on horseback
With him, Riding about on a horse! Because the aunt of Kezi
once laughed before the elder brother of her ‘hushand all people

ridiculed her: while this was the magistrate of the district
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THE mteihgence of the revolt speedlly tra.velled o
over all surrounding districts, and attracted
to the spot the entire available blackguardism of
the neighbourhood. The disloyal and insolyent land-
holders for thirty miles about called out their
tenantry and retainers, and made the best of their
_ way to Cawnpore. As when the redoubted Hebrew
_captain founded an Asylum in the cave of Adullam,
80 now unto the leaders of the mutiny gathered
themselves every one that was in distress, and every
one that was in debt, and every one that was dis-
contented. Thus immutable is the constitution of
Oriental society :—unchanged by thirty centuries ;

unchangeable, perchance, by thirty more. Some
chieftaing brought two hundred armed followers ;
others four hundred. One Rajah came with a tail
of forty score: while Bhowany Sing, whom Nanuk-

chund designates as that old and n‘o‘tor‘iouﬂ‘
“geoundrel,” marched into the rebel camp jat‘. the




! Toader who had ambition or necessities to be present

wa.s sent to ‘Bithoor

e. It was a terrible hour for the personal enemies

/ powar, the idle ruffians who swarmed in his palace
at once proceeded  to gmtd_y his' spite and their

- Goordeen, who acted as agent to the widows of

by blowing him from the mouth of a cannon. = The
seized the attendants of Chimna Apay who pulle
the sfrings of the law-suit brought against the Mﬂh
raja by hig cousin ; loaded them with chains ; a

thmr hands and noses, Nanukahund, w}m had been

a1

, and ready to ass@rﬁ ‘himself ere the new ordm' W
‘ “deﬁmtely eﬁ;mb]ished The Nana was first to scize
 the occasion by the forelock. A trusty adherent
with an escort of twenty horse
¢ the commencement of the Mahratta

i o hﬁn who had assumed the prime. authomty. e i
#oon as it became known that their master was in =~
own wanton cruelty. They forced the doors of !

Bajeo Rao, the late Poishwa; knocked down his'
‘house about his ears; slew his people~ and . emlgad

‘Jmformed them' that they were to be put o deatll*“‘ /
‘a8 s0on as the captors could - find leisure to cutoff

G bhe Ieadmm counsul in the case, was wfzme%&m txme“ '

i heml af twe]v& hundred matchlackmém. No ot :
| seews to have. eutertmned any doubb as to the final
extinetion of our sway. The old order of things
‘had dmappem*ed for ever, amd it behoved any feudal
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Cof ﬂho‘impending | daﬁger. ' He sent’ word to hig

the anticipation of future advancement.

. juniors to provide for their own safety, and himself ‘

. sought concealnmnt in an unfurnished house belongs
_ing to one of his friends, whence he observed the =

progress  of the inswrrection with a  penstration

- that wag occamonally distorted by present terror and

© On the morning of Sunday, the seventh of June,

a proclamation in two  languages . was issued at

distributed by his pupils; adjuring all true Hindoos

- and Mussulmans to unite in defence of their religions,
* and rally round the person of the Nana. Neither
Mussulmans nor Hindoos were slow to obey the

call. The residents of the Butchors Ward forth-
with set up the green standard, and were joined

by the dregs of the population, Respectable Maho-

CUawmpore from the press of a schoolmaster, and

medans at first held aloof ; but next day the banner
was removed to an open square, south of the canal, |
whither a large and influential body of the faithful

repaired to do homage to the symbol of their religion.

Azeemin, the Demoiselle Théroigne of the revolt,

appeared on horseback amidst a group of her ad-

~ mirers, dressed in the uniform of her favoured regi-
ment, armed with pistols, and decorated with medals,

A priest of high consideration seated himself beneath

t?‘he*‘ﬁa,g, rosary in hand, aud endeavoured by prayer

<N
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Vand me«,hmtmn to ascerba.m whethw tlm dwy was;‘x-‘ /

prt)pxtxous for an attack upon the stronghold ot

rth@ infidel.  Hig piety, hmvevar, was cut short byf
| a round-shot from Tieutenant Dempster's battery,
- which sent the assemblage of believers seuttling to

" the nearest cover: qupon which the holy man bundled

together his beads, tucked up his robes, and made

off with a preclplta,tmn not altogether couswtent
with the doetrine of fatalism. i
Meanwhile thronfvhuut and a.rouud the town et i
being gathered in the gleanings of thab harvest of
murder. A miserable family of the name of Mackin.
 tosh was discoveéred hurking under o bridge disguised
| in mative clothes, their faces stained with pitiful
want of skill in imitation of the Hindoo complexion,
A road overseer was caught with his wife and
. children to the north of the station: and another
person ‘employed in the same department, who
_ had found a temporary refuge beneath the roof of
an individual whom he had formerly obliged with
a contract, was now turned adrift, and taken by
the bloodhounds who were scouring the city. To
each and all of these capture was death, instant,
inexorable. The Maharaja had despatched a party
- of sepoys to the residence of Mr. Edward Greenway,
a man of considerable property, who had given
 shelter to an officer recontly cashiered by court-
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ever military qualities he might have been deficient,

i . @L

martial.  This gentleman now proved that inwhate

conrage, at least, was not amongst them; for he

defended the threshold of his host until the last
cartridge had been expended, and then walked
in among the assailants, and bade them cut his

throat: an invitation to which they eagerly responded,
They then secured Mr. Greenway, his wife, his =
sister, and his little ones, and brought them as

prisoners to the Nana; who ordered them into con-
finement with the expectation of obtaining a ransom,
and the intention of killing them whether or not
‘the money was forthcoming. e for one had no
_ hotion of permitting his avarice to clﬂsh with his
barbarity.

| Ag the excitement of tracking down and unearth~
ing Englishmen began to languish on account of
the growing .scarcity of victims, the mutineers

gradually betook themselves to the more serious
business of the siege. During the whole’of Saturday |

 Teeka Sing had been hard at work in the Arsenal,
mounting the great gums, and despatching them
successively to the ecene of action. As fast as each
piece arived, it was placed in position, and manned
by a party of volunteers, By noon on Sunday the
cordon of batteries was complete, and our intrench-
ment was raked by twenty-four pound shot from
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| wery qmrmri of the 1aompasﬂ Now bacame paﬁem;
. to the most inexperienced eye the fatal and
_ mediable defects of the site which our general

irves

had selected for the fortification. The Dragoon
Hospital was entively smmunded by large and solid
buildings, at distances varying from three to eight

hundred yards ; b ml(hngs from which the assailants

 derived  protection . ab least as effectual as that

afforded to the garrison. by their improvised defences.

" From roof and window pouared a shower of bullets

* during the hours of daylight, while after dusk tr oops

of sepoys hovered about within pistol-shot, and made
night hideous with incessant volleys of mumketrya_
Henceforward, there was but little mleep 10r our
countrvmpn ‘ - i el

' The annals of warfare ccmtum no eplsode 80
painful as the story of tlns melanoholy conflict,

"It is a story which needs not comment or embellish-
 ment. Whether related in the inormate langnage of

 official correspondence; or in the childish phraseology

of Hindoo evidence, it moves to tears ag surely ag

~ the pages in which the greatest of all historians

tells, as only he can tell, the last agony of the

~ Athenian host in Sicily. The sun never before looked
on snch a sight as a crowd of women and children

cooped within a small space, and exposed during
twenty days and nights to the concentmteti fire
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"‘of thaustmds of muskets and 'a score of heavy
comnon. At first every projectile. which struck the |

barracks was the signal for heartrending shmekﬁ,t L

. and low waxhng more heartrending yet: but, eve
long, time and hobit taught them to suffer and

 to fear in mlenw. Before the third evening every

window and door‘ had been Leaten in. Next went
the screens, the piled-up furniture, and the internal

partitions : and soon shell and ball ranged at will

through and through the naked rooms. Some ladies
 were slain outright by grape or round-shot. Others
were struck down by bullets. Many were crushed
beneath falling brickwork, or mutilated by the
splinters which flew from shattered sagh and panel,
Happy were they whose age and sex called them
to the front of the battle, and dispensed them from
the spectacle of this passive carnage. Better to hem-“ i
more dmtmcﬂy the crackle of the sepoy mu&kcm'_‘y i
and the groans of wounded wife and sister more
faintly. If die they both must, such was the thought
~of more than one husband, it was well that duty
‘hade them die apart.

. Never did men fight with more mgnal detcrmmw-
~ Hion against more fearful odds. Not at Fontenoy,
not at Arcot, not at Albuera was British endurance
s0 stubborn, or British valour so conspicuous. For,
~while the besiegers worked their guns under bover‘



. the artillerymen of the besieged stood erect upon
" the bare plain. | While the beswgers possessed un-
bounded store of huge mortars and battering-guns,
fthe besieged had a few cannon too small for effica-

cious service in the field. W]ule disease and the
‘accidents of combat howrly diminished the numbers

of thosc within, the ranks without were daily swollen.

by regimenits of recent mutinecrs and fresh clans of
rebels, But circumstances such as these are best‘
adapted to exhibit the strange humour of the
Bnglish warrior. With all that was mosb dear at
their backs, and in front all that was most hateful,

and, in their view, most contemptible, undaunted
and not uncheerful our countrymen bore up the fray.
From the very carliest days of the attack it became
apparent that old Sir Hugh was unequal to the
exposure and fatigue involved in the conduct of the
struggle, and in the inspection and re-distribution of
the posts, a labour rendered only too severe by the
‘deadly five of the enemy. In such a strait men act as
acted those ten thousand Greeks, whose memory will
' never fade, when by the banks of far Enphrates their
chief had been slain and their allies scattered to
the winds.  “Then,” says Xenophon, ©Clearchus
“took the command, and the rest obeyed; mot as
# having chosen him by formal election, but because
“{hey saw that he, and he alone, had the temper
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i Of a general ? The C‘Iearchus of Cawnpore was

C‘aptain Moore, an officer i charge of the invalids
of the thirty-second foot. He was a tall, fair, blue-
~ eyed man, glowing with animation and easy Irish

intrepidity, Wheresoever there was most pressing
. tisk, and wheresoever there was direst wretchedness,
 his pleasant presence was seldom long wanting,
Under the rampart ; at the batteries; in some out-
. picket, where men were dropping like pheasants
under a fearful crogsfire; in some corner of the
hospital, to a brave heart more fearful still, where

lay the mangled forms of those young and delicate

beings whom war should always spare :—ever and
everywhere was heard his sprightly voice speaking

, words of encouragement, of exhortation, of sym- .

pathy, and even of courtéous gallantry, Wherever
Moore had passed he left men something more
courageous,. and women something less anhappy,
It is well when such leaders are at hand. It is ill
when they are discovered and promoted too late to
undo the gvil that has been already done.

" Across the south-western angle of the intrench-
ment ran a line of barracks which were still in course
. of erection, They each measured some two hundred
. feet in length, and were constructed of red Lrick,
which had not as yet received that coat of white
plaster that reduces all Anglo-Indian house decora-
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0 hon to a umforxmty of colom“ dwermﬁed only hy tha‘ e
various degrees of age and shabbiness, Of these, the
buildings mmk«,d in the plan by the numbers 2, 8,

and 4 were in close pwmmlt;y to the corner of our

 fortification, the entire extent of Whmb they com-
< manded, inasmuch as their walls had been alveady
i com})lefcd to an elevation of forty feet. None of the i

~ others had been raised to a height of more than two

or three ym*dﬁ from the level of the g ground. The ’:

‘ floors had mot been laid, nor the bamboo poles

~ removed, which, rudely sphced together, form the

cheap but frail scaffolding of Hindoo architecture’s

and the glouucl both within and without, along the

 whole row, was thickly covered with piles of the

 materials used in the progress of the works,  From

7

the very first the sepoys possessed the porthern half

of the range: but they never suceeeded in obtaining

a hold on Barrack Number Four, which was defended ‘
by a party of civil engineers who had been .em-
ployed upon the Hast Indian railroad. These gentle-
_men, over and above that indigenous aptitude for
 conflict common to all Englishmen of the upper

classes, had acquired, during years spent in survey-
_ ing, a trained sharpness of vision and o correct judg-
ment of distance which rendered them peculiarly
dangerous when placed behind the sights of an

Enfield mﬂe. For three days these amatems baﬁied ‘




there came across to them from the redan Ca.ptzun;

“Jenkms, a valiang soldier, foredoomed to a death of‘

arngmsh extraovdinary even at such a time.

‘jevery a‘rtempt of bhc, nnemy but at the end of that; il
“‘fpemod the asuaults of the enemy became so fierce
and frequent that they were not sorry to \accept the,
services of a | fighting man by profession. Andiso

' Whether the mutineers were aware of this intro-

ductlon of the military element, or whether they
already had learned to respect  civilian skill and

bravery, from this time forth they desisted from

their efforts in that quarter, and turned their atten- |
tion to the southernmiost of the unfinished erections, |

which they proceeded to occupy in great force.
Hereupon Lieutenant (Hlanville was posted with a

‘ small detachment in the adjoining barrack, which
 thenceforward was recogiised by both parties as the

key of our pasition. What the farm of Hougoumont
was at Wateﬂoo,nwhut the %andﬁbag, battery was at

Inkermun,——tlmt was Barrack Namber Two in the
death-wrestle of Cawnpore. How furious was the

‘ stnfe,u-»how desperate the case of the little garrison,
. may bo gathered from the fact that, though only
mxtwnt in number, they had. a surgeon to them-

selves, who never lacked ample employment. Glanw; s

ville omﬁg under his hands, desperately Wou ﬂ
and the vauaucy thus caused was soon
‘ L
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i ‘by L1eutenant Mowbmy Thomson of the Fxftyy xth
| Native Infantry. This officer did his best to lose o
| life which dastmy seemed determined to prcsewb in
. order that England ‘might know how, in thew exceed-
| ing distress, her sons had not been unmmdful fo“
. het ancient honomu it My sixteen men,” he wrltes,
s consmted in the first mstsmce of Engign Henderson
. “of the, F]fty—mxth Native Infantry, five or six of the
“ Madras fumlwrs, two plate-layers from the raalway il
“ works, and some men of the Elghty»fourth Regi-
“ment. The first instalment was soon disabled.

o The Madras fumherﬂ were armed with the Enfield

“yifle, and consequently they had to bear the brunt
“of the attack.  They were all shot ab their poats.‘ \
t Several of the Righty-fourth also fell : but, in con-
“gequence of the importance of the position, as goon ”
#as aloss in my little corps was reported, Captain
“ Moore sent us over a reinforcement from the in-

« frenchment.  Sometimes a civilian, sometimes a

“ goldier came. 'The orders given us were, not o
“ gurrender with our hves, and we did our bés‘c. tn ‘
“obey them.” ‘

- Nothing contributed ao much to chcck the ﬂpread
of the rebellion of 1857 as the individual courage

i end pugnacity of our countrymen resident in the

East.  Civil and military alike, they were all skilled "
in the use of weapouns, and cool in the pmseuce of j
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o pe ona,l dangor

which on ﬁhe day of assessment the collector pre-

ferred to vmt on the back of the steadiest Arab

in his stables, with o I'avounte hog spear carelessly‘

‘ balanced beside his right stirrup.  There were no-

 torious bits of road where the traveller felt more
comfortable if he heard from time to time the lock
of hxs revolver clanking against the soda-water bot-

| ﬂes in the pocket of his palauqum. Never was

there a ‘better training-school for warfare than the

Indian hunting-field.© A man who hos heard wn-

moved above his head the seream of a crippled . /
elaphant‘ +~who 'behind his trusty Westley Richards®
‘has awaxted calm and collected, the last rush of a

Sucbf a hd:blﬁ of body and lmndj”
| they acquired both for policy and for pleasure.‘
i Every Anglo-Indian is well aware that he is one af
. an imperial race, holding its own in the midst of &
i ,sub]acb pojpulatfou by dint of foresight and martial
. prowess. There were villages of evil rephtatmn‘

wounded tiger ;—mneed not doubt what his beliaviour

may be in any poamble emergency. He who, like

more than one true sportsman, hag hardly crawled

| away, b]oody knife in hand, from the embrace of a
dying beak' s—who has kept at bay a forty-inch boar

with' the butt of his shivered lance ;—will not bhe |
ab a loss Imw to meet the charge of Gl mutinous

trooper. ’I‘km rebels found to thcn cost that the
/ L2
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“S(ﬂubs, like old stalkers of larvf) game‘, were aaldom

. fluttered by peril nor over-excited by success —that
. they ravely failed to make the most of what cover
they could get, and still more varely wasted a car-
 tridge.  Lieutenant Thomson contrived a sort of
perch h..a,lf-way up the wall of This barrack, in which
he stationed a young ofﬁcer, named Stirling, of high
repute as a marksman, who soon proved that a rebel .
‘rmmmg home to his dinner was at 1ea% ag easy to
hit as an ibex bounding down the crags in an Hima-
layan valley, or a blue cow dodging in and out amidst
the trunks of an Oude forest. ‘ il
" The whole of this range of bmlfhngs not nm]uded
within our posts was literally alive with sepoys. They
could distinetly be heard scampering along in troops,
like® rats behind an antique wainscot, ‘chattering,
yelling, or screaming under the emotion of the
moment., From door, and window, and dr un, and
loophole they fived away at our %t‘ong,hold accom-
panying each shot with a taunt, conveying, in Oriental
fashion, a ‘random but painful statement, concerning
a remote ancestress of the person addre ssed Ever
and anon a fanatic, inspired by some vile drug, would
issue forth into the open, brandishing his sword, in
order to indulge himself in a dance of ﬂcﬁance on
all whwh ‘oecasions Lxeutencmt %wlmg toak good

| foolhardy and never remiss :—that they were noither
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 care that the pm'formame should it meet with &
_encore. When the enemy became more than usually )

‘tmublesome, the pmket which was most hardly

| pressed would inyite their neighbours to come over
and assist them : and then the combined force of ;‘,
‘some. thirty bayonets sallied forth to sweep the line ‘
of barracks, chasing the foe before them ; killing the;r
. boldest and slowest of foot ; knocking on the head

such ag were drunk or asleep ; shooting down those | |

“ who, in  their anxiety to get a good aim, had
censconced themselves too high up to be able to
climb down oun so short a notice ; and driving the |
rest out, and across the plain: at which point the :
gunners of the intrenchment took up the work, and
‘plied the flying multitude with grape and canister.
During one of the eatliest of these sorties eloven

mutineers were captured, and brought into the in-

) trenchmextt. “As/no sentry could just then be spmrod

from the front, they were placed under the charge

of Bridget Widdowson, a stalwart dame, wife of a

pmv&te of the Thlrty-second Regiment. Securcd‘by

the veyy insufficient contrivance of a single rope,
- passed from wrish to wrist, they sat quietly on the

‘ground hke good school-children, while the matron
o walked u,p and down in front of the row, drawn‘
sword in hand, After she had been relieved by a
warder of the other Sex, they al] managed to slip
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' off: and from that time forward it was genem]ly ‘
 understood that prisoners were to be left on the spot.
where they had been caught, with the Jjackal and the
vulture as their jailers. A captive, as long as he
 remained in custody, was a consumer of precwui
. food ; and at once became the most dangerous of

f spies, if he succeeded in making his escape to the
i rebel lines with a report of our destitute condition.

" On Fuday, the twelfth, the insurgents made their
ﬁrst general assault upon our position. The cavalry,

who on that day week had been the first in tho

career of sedition, were now with some difficulty
prevailed upon to disniount and lead the way to
glory ; but after the loss of two of their number
they concluded that enough had been done to sustain
the credit of their branch of the service, and retired
to console themselves for their repulse in the opium

"shepps of the suburbs. The sepoy infantry next

advanced to try their fortune, followed by all the

. rabble of the bazaars, They came on like men, but

they went thither where there were men likewise.
It was not thus that our rampart was to be won.
Every English soldier had ready to his hand from
three to ten muskets loaded with ball and slug : for
there was a plentiful stock of small-arms within the
fortification. 'Ihe civilian held his thumb Ppressed
tight upon, the hammer of a pet smookhbore, with a




 charge of ] amber Four shob Yot close qmrters snugly“
i packed in the left*hand barrel, The offic erin command‘
of the battery was feeling for the leaden tip in ench
chamber of his revolver, as ho gave his final order
take time and aim below the cross-belts. Our people
' were composed and confident. Sending quiet shots
from behind a wall into the middle of a crowd was
' child’s play compared with the daylong hazard of the
i craishmg canmonade. After a short but bitter engage-
 ment. the assailants withdrew, leaving on the field
many of their corarades. Profiting by this harsh
lesson they returned henceforward to their old tactics,
and applied themselves to pound out the life of our
. garrison by an unrenuttmg storm o{' ball, and bomb ‘
and bullet. i a0
| Few, and ever fewer, in number overnmtclnd in
 weight of metal; ill-provided with ammumtlon, and |
protected by not an inch of cover, onr artlllex'ym(,n- ‘
 still sustained the hot debate. Lieutenant Ashe o
‘ Wenﬁ Iahrouprh his work with a display of professmnul
. interekt that would not have d]Sg!‘«lGGd Sir William
 Armstrong during a trial match at Shoehuryness,
After each round the besiegers saw with astonishment
the zealons young Sahil leap 'on thie heel of the.
discharged gun, spy-glass in hand, heedless of the
 missiles Whlch were chirping round his ears, Unfor-
Vt;unabely u;mht out of our ten ‘pleces were. nine-




5162 | UAWNPOP‘F
pounders, and the supply of nine- pound Dally was:‘
soon expended, Reduced to load with shot a size
too small, our officers could not secure accuracy in
their practice. The gunuers in our south-eastern
 battery had suffered much from a small piece which
the sepoys had contrived to hoist into posmoxr
amidst the débris of one among the half: built bar-
racks. Lieutenant’ Delafosse, after despatching a

number of six-pound balls in  the direction of the
embrasure without any perceptible result, at length
resolved to bring the matter to a conclusion in one
way or another. He rammed down three cannon-
balls, filled up the chinks with grape, bade hig men
stand back, and fired off this portentous charge.
. To his surprise and delight his own gun did not
burst, and nothing more was ever heard of the tire-
some little antagonist. The same officer, somewhat
later in the siege, was in the north-eastern battery
when the carriage of a cannon was ignited by an
unlucky accident. The situation was most eritical, for
the woodwork, which had stood beneath the June
sup until it was dry as tinder, blazed funously,
and there was imminent risk of a general -explosion
of all the powder in the battery, The rebels dis-
cerned the opportunity, and concentrated their fire
upon the spot where Delafosse, stretched at length
on his back beneath the gun, was pulling down
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‘ﬂameq. / B“v the md of 1.wu pmvatu soldmrs he ext;m”
i gulshf'd the conﬂagratmn, thoucrh eighteen pound‘
| and twen’ry*four pound ghot were flying ‘past at the
‘rate of six a minute. With such examp’les be
them, puople of no dlass or calling were belnm |
in acts of daring when the common safety was,| ;
stake. 'Ome Jacobi, a coachmaker by trade, an l,
to judge’ from his  appellation, a person of mixed
. parentage, descried on the roof of the magazine wo
! “‘;“?ﬁre-ball ~which he mistook for a live shell. Under
| this impression he clambered wp, secured the object:
of his apprehension, and heaved it over the breast-
. work with, a sigh of relief. There was many a Oves (L
' of Victoria eamed in that camp, where wctory wm e
i not nov any. reasonable chance of victory. i
. But the contest was too unequal to last long. By
~ﬂle end of the first week our fiftynine artillerymen
had all been killed and wounded at their posts. Of
 the officers to whom the charge of the guxm,th i
| originally been entrusted, few had escaped unhurt
i ‘frdm‘uthe_*: hail of Tead and iron, or the hardly less
L deadly rays of the Indian noon, Sunstroke had
~ killed Major Pro#ts Captain Kempland was stretched
i ““‘on the floor of the barrack, dazed and powerless.
. His next in command, Lieutenant Hekford, a soldier
of high promise and an accomplished gentleman, -
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while snatching half an hour's repose under the roof

 of the verandah, was struck full on the lieart by a

cannon-ball. In the west quarter Dempster had been

‘shot dead, and from the same battery Martin had

been carried into the hospital with a bullet in his

| lungs. For a while volunteers endeavoured to supply
the place of the trained gunners; and all was done
‘that could be expected from bandsmen, and opium

agents, and telegraph clerks firing six-pound balls
out: of damaged nine-pounders, while exposed without |

protection to a murderous discharge from siege guns

and heavy mortars. There could be only one termi-/

- nation to such a business, Our only howitzer was
| knocked clean off its carriage.  One cannon lost the

entire muzzle. Some had their sides beaten in,

/ gome their vents blown out, At length our park of |

artillery was reduced to a couple of pieces, which |

“were withdrawn under cover, loaded with grape, and

reserved for the purpose of repelling an assault.
And even of these the bore had been injured to such
an extent that the canister could mnot be driven

home.  Our poor ladies, accordingly, in rivalry of

those somewhat apoeryphal Carthaginian dames who

 twisted their hair into bowstrings, gave up their

. stockings to supply the case for a novel but not
‘mnserviceable cartridge. Since the days when the
_ shopmen of Londonderry loaded their quaint old
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fﬂrdname Wlth bmek bats wrapped in strlps of grutt
| pzpmg \necesswy has, perhaps, never been brought,‘
to bed of a more smgulur offspring. i
\As our reply W.med more faint and ever fdmher,‘r
the fire of tho enemy continued to augme
i ;mlumc, in rapidity, and in precigion, The I __
individual casualties mounted up in inereasing ratiﬂ,‘
. and before long our misfortunes culminated i ‘ ‘
‘ ‘wholeaa;le disaster.  Grrave fears had been  enter-
tained for the security of the thatched barrack by
'evcry man who had the common sense to see that
fire would burn straw. There were found some who,
with admirable self devotion, had serambled on to
 that, lead-bespattered slope, and essayed to cover
i with tiles and rubbish the inflammable material o‘f
the roof. On the eighth evening of the bombard-
‘ment a lighted carcase settled among, the rafters,
and the whele building was #peedily in a blaze. dt
happ(med most unforbunately that this barrack, as
affording the better shelter and the less confined |
space, had beeu selected for the accominodation of
our wounded and our sick. No effort was spared, |
nowlmzard,:shunned bo‘ rescne thme who could not
help themselves : but in spite of everything which
‘could be tried two brave men perished a httle sovner
than theu‘ fellows, and by a vather more distlesmng
e, That was mdeed{ a mght of Imrron | The voar
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' of the ﬂames, lost every tm seconds in the peal of
‘thc rebel artillery ; the whistle of the great shot;

, “ ' the shrieks of the suﬁ'erers, who forgot their pain in
il ‘the helpless anticipation of a sudden and agonizing

d@ath the groups of erying women and. children
| huddled together in the ditch ; the stream of men
running to and fro between the houses, laden with
sacks of provisions and kegs of ammunition, and
private property of value, and living burdens more
. precious i still 5 the guards crouching silent and
 watehful, finger on trigger, each at his station along
. the external wall; the forms of countless foes,
revealed now and again by the fittul g glfu e, ;prowlmg
around through the outer gloom ;—these sights and
sounds combined to form a scene and o chorug
which will be ever memorable to the trio of actors

. who lived through the catastrophe of that awful

drama.

Captain Moore thought it well to give the enemy‘
Lan early and a convincing proof that the spirit of our
people was not broken by this grea calamity. At
the dead of the ensuing night he stole out from the
intrenchment with fifty picked men at his heels in
~ the direction of the chapel and the racket-court.
 Beginning from this point, the party hurried down
the rebel lines. under fayour of the darkness, doing
swhatever rapid mischief was praotwablm ; They gur-
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pmed in nntxmely alf:mber some mative gunuers
' who never waked again ; splkcd and rolled over
several twenty—fbnr pmmdm i prmmﬁed their oe:lmga
by blowmg; up a piece which had given them especml |
annoyance ; and got back, carrying in their arms fmn“‘l}”
" of their number, and lcmmw another behind -a ser-
vice brilliant indeed, but barren of results : for the
sepoys had. only to resolve on the calibre thut they
 preferred, and the number of cannon which they
" could convmucntly work, and then take at will from
the ursenal 80 mvonswlembdy placed at theiv dis-
posal. This chivalrous act, one among many such,
‘at that timoe pas«wd withont reward of public ap-
'pmval When in a water-logged vessel men are
toiling for their hves, who observes whether his
neighbour does more o less ab the pumps than
' he, provided all do their utmost? And when they |
Thave betaken themselves to the boats, and are
rowing against time and famine, who cares which df‘:w i
the crew feathers most neatly, and which reaches
 forward with the étmightesf back? This was no set, -
 duel of civilized nations: no stately tournament, .
i wherun the champlon fight beneath the eyes of a
friendly people, ready with their praise and syme
_pathy ; where wounds are bandaged with & ribbom,
and self-sacrifice entitles the helo to & corner inour |
modern Walhalla, the columny of the daily press.
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' Rare were those ‘who here had lemure or hearb to ;

. take note, and they who survived to make leport !

~ were rarer still.  As during the ages befare Atrides

came on earth countless chieftains, unwept, un.
- known, sank into eternal oblivion because they
© lacked a saered bard: so at Cawnpore many a soldier
. brave as Hodson of Hodson's Horse, nobly prodigal
 of himself as William Peel of the Shannon, daved,

and fell, and was forgotten for want of a special
o cnrimpo‘ndent‘ Oorrcﬂpondt,nce there was, contain-
 ing much earnest entveaty for a rescue and some

. unconscious eloquence ; but too important Imttu :

had to be compressed into too small a compass to
, admxt of panegyric or recommendation for honours
and advancement. Several urgent missives found
their way to Lucknow, rolled tightly into quills,
sealed up, and hidden with mysterious art in and
about the person of Hindoo messengers ;—so curiously
stowed away that in some cases it took almost as
long to produce as to convey the note : though if
the rebels chanced to intercopt the despateh, they
~ generally abridged the operation by cutting in pieces
the ill-starred courier, On the middle day of June
the Lucknow sargeons extracted the following lines
from the nose or car of & native who had been for-
tunate and adroit enough to elude the manifold
 perils which beset those forty miles of roadi—
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‘ Gﬂbbms, Esqu ‘

‘ o« My dear Gubbms,
‘ g Wﬂ have bee‘  besieged sineo the atxili by the
o N ana, Sahlh, 1omed by the whole of the nm;ive
it  troops, who, b)c'oko out on the morning of the fourth,
e The e enemy huNe two 24-pmmdurﬂ, an sevulal other
“« guus.  We have only eight 9-pounders. The whole
- Ohristian, population is with us in a temporary i in-
“« frenchment ‘and our defence has been noble and
g wonderful our loss heavy and eruel. We want md
o md :ndf Regards to Lawrence,
‘ ‘ “ Yours, &o. ‘
H M. Wheeler.

| “14th Jume, ‘
[ Qumter‘-past 8, .M.

e S.«-—If we had 200 1 mtm we could pumsh the ‘
W acoundrels and axd you.”.

i i j

AR

: '.l‘he natuw of the reply may be gathered from
. an acknowledgnmnt Whmh ib ehclted from bfvptmu i
Moore. The anniversary seems to have mspn*ed his
pen.. Bnef and maniy, chterful and yet thoughtful,
it is such a letter as an UnOhsh officer should write
on the exghteenth of J uma. : ‘
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o “From C’oqptam Mowe,‘ H,M SM I'om
| “wm Jeme, w, P.M. o
‘ “"sxl"p- i
“ By desire of Su' Hugh “Wheeler, I have t"lm
“ honour to acknowledge your letter of the 16th,
“Sir Hugh regrets you cannot send Lim the 900‘
“men, as he believes with their assistance we could
“ dvive the insurgents from denpor«,, and cawbure
 their guns, ! ) : il
4 Our troops, officers, and vohmbeers have acted )
e most nobly, and on several occasions a handful of
. “men have driven bundreds before them. Out’ loss
“has been chiefly from the sun, and their heavy
% guns,  Our rations will last a fortnight, and we
“ ave still well supplied with ammunition. Our guns
{ “ave merviceable. Report says that troops are ad-
|« vancing from Allahabad, and any assistance mlghb
“ save our garrison, We, of course, are prepared to
 *hold out to the last. It is needless to mention
“ the names of those who have been killed, ov died.
“Weo trust in God, and if our exertions here assmt
€ your safety, it will be a consolation to know that
%S our friends appreciate our devotion. Any news of
i rehef will cheer us. e ~

“ Yours, &c. i i
i ‘ i i ) Moore, Lapta1rt,
By ovder. i :;.\ L 32d Regiment.




the penulminatc syllable of thmr dwmul Etm'y.
he destmetwn of the bhafoc.hed bm‘mnk dbm’th

an .ﬂdren m %peml twelve dm of twwe twalve
houm wwhout cuhnu over. head or ﬂoormg Aunder

o to every noxmm influence zm(l exha]atxon tlmt was‘
' abroad in the air; and in the morning they rme,
| those among them who rose at all, to endure, bare-
i ‘headed often, and always roofless, the blazing fm*y‘,
i ofvile: trnpwal bearns, The men off guard attempted
A to contrive for them apartml protection, by stretehing
| ‘canyass soreens across a framework of muskets and
. poles; but these canopies were soon fired by the
i bel shells, and the poor creatures were reduged to
~ cower beneath the shelter of our earthwork, feebly
| chasing the shadow thrown by the sun as he rose
 and set. It is impossible for a home-staying Bn-
i ighah‘m&n to realize the true character of the grent
troubles in 1857, unless he consbantly. bmrs in mmoi
‘that all which he reads was devised, and done, and
endured bmeath the vertical rays of an Eastern
1 summer, and in a temperature varying frmnahundrerlj‘ Vi
vl and twenty to a hundred and. thmty—elght deg'mes i
| i the shade. i thero are any whose experience
M




UAWNPOEE
of heat is. hmlfmd ta o ﬁald«duy m; mebledon in

[ the month of August, or to a tramp over Norfoll

btllbblbﬂ ‘when the doga are too thirsty to wm‘k and
~ the boy has carried off the beer to the wrong spinney,
thuy will obtain a more gust notion from a sad tale

| Simpl‘y told than from pageé of unseientific thetorie,
Thls is what befell Mrs. M-—— the wite of the
surgeon at a certain station on the southem confines
of the imsurrection. “I heard,” she says, “a nme
 “Der of shots fired, and, lookmg out, I saw my hus-
% band driving fariously from the mess-honse, wavmr{
“ his whip. T ran fo him, and, secing a bearer with
“‘ my child in his arms, I caught her up, and got
“into the buggy. At the mess-house we found all :
fthe officers assembled, together with sixty sepoys,
“ who had remained faithful. We went off in one
“lapge party, amidst a general conflagration of our
“late homes. We reached the carayanserai at
¢ Chattapore the next morning, and thence Vtmted
“ for Callinger. At this point our gepoy s
“ serted us. We were fired upon by matehlael
“and one officer was shot dead., We hemd 11ke~
“ wise, that the people had risen ab Callmger, 50 we
 “returned, and walked back ten miles that day.
“ M- and T carried the child altemata]y Pre-
“ wently Mrs, Snmll(,y died of auustroke.  We had
“no food amongst us. An ofﬁcer kmdly lent us a




i f‘ harae/f |
o was | bum&* ‘also the serjeant-major, and gome
% women, The bandsmen loft ns on the nineteenth

. men, and changed direction for Allababad, Our

“ the twentieth, Captain Scott took Lottie on to his ‘ o

THE STEGE,

amiw i

‘We were very faint, The magur i

“ of June, ‘We were fired at again by matchlocka“

% party cbnsmted of nine gentlemen, two children,
* the semeant and his wife, On the morning 'of

 horse, I was riding behind my husband, and phe
“ was so crushed between us. She was two yem's
% old on the first of the month. 'We were both. weak
f through want of food and the effect of the sunm, ‘
# Lottie and I had no head-covering. M-——had
# a sepoy’s cap I found on the ground. Soon after
“ sunrise we were followed by villagers armed with
“clubs and spears. One of them struck Captuin

“ Seott's horse on the leg, He galloped off with:
L Lattle, and my poor husband never saw his child

“ again,  We rode on several miles, keeping away
£ from. wllages, and then crossed the river. Our
A thxrst was extreme. M-——— had dreadful cramps,
“ g0 t’nt I had to hold him on the horse, I was
ff very uneasy about him. The day before I saw the
“ drummer’s wife eating chupatties, and asked her
“ to give a piece to the child, which she did. I now
o saw water in a ravine, The descent was steep,
and our only dnnkmg—veﬁsel wag M——8 c:wp.
M2



i bllateredb ( Two peasants oame in mght, and we
i were fmghwned and rode off. 'I‘he ﬁerjea.nt ‘held
“ our horse, and M—- put me up and mounted.

« 1 think he must hawa got suddenly fa:'{nt for X
“ fell, and he over me, on the road, when ‘the horse
| “gtarted off. Some time before he said, and Barber, |

“ yax dying before we came to the ravine. Ho told
% me hiy w:shes about his children and myself‘ and

% ook ]eave. My bt'mn seemed bumt up. No
i tenrs came, As soon a8 we fell ‘the nex;]ennt let
Mo th@ horse, and it went off'; so, that esce e was

“out off. Wo sat down on the ground waiting for

@ death, Poor follow! he was very weak ; his thirst
| % was frightful, and T went to get him water. Some
it w]lagem eame, and took my rupees and Watch.

j 1 took off my wedding-ring, and twisted it in my
“ hajr, and uplrxced the guard. 1 tore off the saklrt;

| % of my dress to bring water in, but it was no wse,

« for when 1 rctumed my beloved’s eyes were fixed,

¢ and, though I e alled, and tmed to restore him, and

“ poured water into his mouth, it only rattled in his
“throat. 'He never spoke to me again. 1T held him

“ in my arms till he sank gradually down. T felt

“ frantie, but could not cry. 1 'was ¢ alone. 1 bouml

‘ ""‘too, that he muld no’r. live many hours. T felt he )
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o i his h&ad and face m my dresa, for there wasm Iw “ iy

| % earth to bm-y him. The pain in my hands_and]g
¢ feet was dreadful. I went down to the ravine,
“ and sat in the water on a stone, hoping to get off

£ ab mcrhb, and look for Lottie. When I came back
“ from the water, 1 saw that they had not taken

“ her little. wateh, chain, and seals, so I hed them

i undﬁr my petticoat.  In an hour, abﬁut thlrty‘g )
¢ villagers came, they dragged me out of the mvme,“ ‘

-“ and took off my jacket, and found the little chain,

¢ They then dragged me to a village, mookmg me
f all the way, and wondering whom I was to belong e

“to. The whole population came to look at me. i

o asked for a bedstead, and lay down outside the
. door of a hut. They had dozens of cows, and yet
% yefused me milk, When night came, and the
“ village was quict, some old woman brought me a
€ leaffull of rice. I was too parched to eat, and
§ they gave me water. The moring after, & neigh-
“ bouring Rajah sent a palanquin and a horseman
| ¢ to feteh me, who told me that a little child and
© ¢ three sahibs had come to his master's house,”
And so the poor mother found her lost one,  greatly
blistered,” poor little darling. It is not for I Europeans
in India to pray that their ﬂlght be not in the winter.
These women had spent their girlhood in the
pleasant watering-places and country homes of our
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island, surrounded ’by all of Bnglish' comfort and
refincinent that Ewatern wealth could buy. Their
later years had sllpped ‘away amidst the seoure
“plenty and languid ease of a Furopean household
in India. In spacious saloons, alive with swinging

punkahs ; where closed and ‘darkened windows ex-
cluded the heated atmosphere, and produced a
counterfeit night, while through a mat of wetbed
grass poured a stream of artificial air ; with pileg
of ice, and troops of servants, and the magazmea
 of the preceding month, and the sensation novels
of the preceding season, monotonous, but not un-
grateful, the even days flew by, Early married life
has in Bengal pecnliar charms.  Planted down i
gome out-station, with no society save that of a
casual road-surveyor or a distant planter, the world
~ forgetting, and by the world remembered only at
such times as there is talk conceming the ‘chances
of official promotion; the young pair have full
leisure and a fair plea, for indulging in that delicious
habit of mutual selfishness which changes existence
into a perpetual honeymoon, until that sorrowful
epoch, when the children are too old to be kept
any longer in the enervating climate of Hindostan ;
when the period arrives for writing to mothers-in
law, and sisters, and London bankers, and Brighton
schoolmasters ; when even the pale pet of four years
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old, who ﬁtﬂl angwers to the name of baby, must go

home ab the beginning of next cold season, and   ‘
‘ ought to haWe gone before the end of last. Then
‘begm the troubles of an Anglo-Tndian family,

| But though such ladies are often destined to en«

‘dure the wearing anxiety of an unnatural separation,

they never know what it is to experience a moment
of physical privation. The services of menials, who
make up by their number and obsequiousness what
they lack in energy; the unwearied attention of

_an affectionate partner and friend shield them from

distress and excuse them from exertion. To have

glept four in & cabin on board an outward-bound

steamer ; to have passed a night in a palanqguin, or
a day at a postinghouse where there was no tea,

“and ounly milk enough for the little ones ; had hither-

to appeared to the Cawnpore ladies the last con-
cewable extremity of: destitation and discomfort,
N nw,‘the Red Sea in July would have been to them
an  Elysium, and a luncheon on Peninsular and

Oriental ale and cheese a priceless banquet, By a
' sudden turn of fortune they had been placed be-

- meath the heel of those beings whom they had ever

regarded with that unconscious aversion and con-
tempt of race which is never so intense as in a

female breast, Those who were to them most dear

and trusted, were absent from their side, save when
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. anot unkmdly bu]let released the husband from hm"‘ ‘

. post, and restored dim to the wife, if hub to dies
Accustomed to those frequeut ablutions which, in

England at least a duty, are in India a n<gceasity,

. they had not a single epongeful of water for washing
. from the commencement to the close of the sie'gé‘.

They who, from childhood upwm*ds, in the compre-
hensive and pretby phrase which ladies love, “had‘:'
“had eyerything mice about them,” were now herded

together in fetid misery, where delicacy and modestyy

were hourly shocked, though never for a moment

i 1mpa,ned Uushod, unkempt, ragged and squjahd,

hageard and emaciated, parched with drought and

. faint with hunger, they sat waiting to hear that they

| were widows.  Each moming deepened the hollow

s ==

| in the youngest cheek, and added a new furrow to

the fairest brow. Want, exposure, and depression,
speedily decimated that hapless company. In those
regions, a hideous train of diseases stand always
within call: fever, and apoplexy, and the fell
scourge of « cholera, and dysentery, plague more
ghastly still. Tt was of fever that Miss Brightman
died, worn .out with nursing a boy who had been
shot through hig first red coat. Sir George Parker,
the cantonment magistrate, complained of sickness
and headache, accompanied by a sensation of
drowsiness and oppression, which gradually deepened
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Native Infantry, and of the Rev. Joseph Rooney,

the Trish soldiery.  The horrors which all shared

‘and witnessed overset the balance of more than one
| hxghly-wmught organization. A missionary of the
“Propagahlon Society, as each day drew in, would

 bring his aged mothet into the verandah for a brea,t.h

of the evening. At length a musket-ball, shot, we
may hope, at a venture, struck down the poor old
lady with o painful wound. Her sufferings affected |
‘the reason of hex son, and he died a raving raaniac, '

Woe was it in those days unto them that were with
child. There were infants born during the terrible

" drugs, and cordials, and opiates ; no surgical instru-

deaden, Perhaps it was as well that the absence
of saws and tourniquets rendered impracticable the
more critical operations: for here, as at Lucknow,
it was found that, during the months of an Indian
sunumer, within the cireuit of a beleagured fortifica-

| dnto’ msenslbxhty, and thence into deathf‘f ‘Buch, too, L |
was the fate of Colonel Williams of the Flity~s1xth L

‘the Catholic pm,sb, in spite of the devoted care of

! three weeks; infants. who  had no future. . There '

were women who underwent more than all the
‘ angmsh of maternity, with less than mone of the
. hope and joy. The medical stores had all been
| destroyed in the conflagration. There remained no

| ments and appliances to cure, to alleviate, or to
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tion the eonaeqﬂencm of amputmon were mvmmbly i

fatal. Science could not regret that she was powers
less, when her most successful effort would ha,rdly‘

. have prolonged an agony. | .

But besides the Nana, another toe, ruﬂn]eﬁﬁ and‘ !

: perjhmacmus a8 he, had broken ground‘ in front of
our bulwarks. ' If our people had eaten as freely

as they had fought, their provisions would have been
consumed within the ten days : and human absmmance
and endurance could not eke out the slender stock
beyond the limit of some three weekﬂ Already

. the ting of prcserved meats yere empty, and the

© :meal had fallen low in the casks ; and many barrels ‘
_ had been tapped by the enemys shot, and dha
rest were ominously light.  The store of luxuries

contributed from the regimental mess-rooms had
been shared by all ranks alike. A noble ‘e‘qua]]ity j

_and fraternity reigned through the little republie. |

During that year our countrymen in India often

' debated, in a spirit by no means of idle speculation,
- whether a member of a blockaded force had a right
to reserve food and drink for the exclusive support
of - himelf, his family, and ‘his intimate associates.

That period was frnitful in questions of novel and

momentous sophmtry -questions to be feund in
1o closet ¢ompilation of Etlncs and Dmlectwﬁ. |

Would a man be justlﬁed - shwtmg hm wugiL

&




into the power of the mutineers? Would a Euro-

| THB SIEGE.
it was ‘e'v‘ident that she would otherwise fall alive

pean flying for his life be guilty of murder if he
blew out the brains of an innocent villager who had

unwittingly viewed him as he broke cover, and who

~ might therefore give information to the pursuers |
~of blood? Morally guilty, that is to say: for it
|is difficult to conceive the circumstances under
- which a Turopean would have been found legally
| guilty of the murder of a native during the year |
| 1857, Might a colonel call out his men, and then

mow them down with grape if it was certain that
the regiment wag on the eve of a revolt? Might he
if it was almost cortain? If it was most likely? It
it was burely possible? These points were raised

and determined off hand by stern casuists, who,

with & throst or a shot, broke off the horns of
a dilemma which would have gorely tried the sub-
tlety of a Whately. | ‘ .

Theories differed as to the lawfulness of a private
stote in time of siege: but the defenders of Cawn-
pore were right in their practice.  For in the last
extremity of war his own life is not more important
to an individual than the life of his neighbour. A
cormunity of warriors striving by a fair and equitable
division to extract from their hoard of victual all
the collective material of strength and valour which
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i plnlosoplncal, us “W ll as mma @levated, than‘ an
‘ .‘aammatmn c»f &e,lhsh and suspicions men, wmradeﬂ
‘ ‘only in name, tesembling nothing so much as iury~ '
men vying to starve each other. out by help
concentrated meat lozenges. Dmmg the first tew
* dayrs the pmvate soldmr&s fared apm‘mgly, or
‘ them, poot fellow&s, delmatuly enough. | “ nyr mlglm
“ e seen one,” says Captain Thompson, ) tmdgmg;

| % away from the main-guard laden with a bottle ot

i cha,mpagne, a tin of preserved harrmw and a

€ pot of jam for his mess allowance, There would
i he another with salmon, rum, and sweetmeats for‘ |
 hig mhultanw. But very soon the dainties came
1o an end, and the allowance was scantier than
ever, It was a favourite saying among the genera~
tion of military men, who in Europe kept unwxllmg
. ‘holiday between the day of Wa.torlco and the day

. (f‘_of Alma, that an Englishman fights best when he

iy full, and an Trishman when be is druuk And
yet nowhere in the chronicles of our 'army does‘
there exist the record of doubh,trér deeds than were
done in the June of ’57 by Lnghshmen whose
dmly sustenance was a short gill of flour, and a
short handful of split peas; by Irishmen who had
_ng stimulant save their owIL bravery and a mre
sip of putrid water. i i
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most part defeated by the vigilance of the sepoys.

| Numemus attempts wore que by friends vnthmnb“ o
to mend the fare of the garrison, which were for the

A baker of the town, who had been footman in

an ‘Angl‘o Indian family, was detected smuggling a
basket of bread into the intrenchment. The culprit

‘perhaps frmdly inagined that Azimoolah would have

‘had merey upon him in consideration of their vom-‘ v
mon antecedents; but, if he entertained such an
‘e&xpeqtatmn he was doomed to dnsappm.ntment.‘

 Much credit is due to Zuhooree, an official in the

Department of Abkaree, a mysterious branch of the

Revenue, the periodical oceurrence of which in the
Indian budget has vexed the souls of a suceession of

.Enghau financiers. This person put himself into

'commumcatmn with Major Larkins of the Artillery,
and sent into the fortification, as opportunity served,
‘most acceptable parcels of bread and egos, with
occasional Dbotbles of milk and liquid butter. At
lenrrth, ‘on the nig ht of the fourteenth of Jun»,

fifteen of his emissaries, among whom were two

Women, were caught as they endeavour ed to glide
through the cordon of sentries under cover of the |

flurry and consternation of our sortie. They were

all blown from guns, but not before the captors had

elicited from them the name of their employer. It

was high time for Zuhooree to look to his safety.
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! ‘Already hxs famﬂy had been 1mprmoned and mal i
 treated on an unfonnded charge of 011rzst1a.n,,ty, and !
‘the rebel camp was a dangerous stage on which to
play the part; of g ood Obadiah, = He accordingly left
by stealth for Allahabad, bearing with him a lotter
of commendation from Major Larkins, attested by a
gold ring set with five dmmonds, whxoh be]ongcd tu ‘
| the wife of that officer. ‘

| selyes. A fat bull, sacred to Brahma, finding no-
~ thing to eat in the streets, inasruch as the corn-
 dealers had closed their booths for fear of' the
; %epoys, ‘came grazing along the plain until he
arrived within range of our profane vifles, To shoot
down this pampered monster, the fakeer of the
‘ammal wm'ld * was no wnmdemblw feat for marks«

gity life, They saunter along the public way, laying the shops
under contripution, fmrhtenmg the women, and dtsgustmg the
ecquestrians. | To strike them iga high crime, sooial and religious,
Mo kill them involves present death, and futwre damuation. At
every turn may be seen some old fellow with a plattertul of grain in
his hand, alluring one of these creatures away from his store.  The
(authorities of Caloutta at lengbh took courage, collected all the
Brahmin bulls, and  put them in the carts of the Gowmmenf
scavengers,  When Seindiah paid bis last wisit to) the capital, he
was much scandalized af s0 Impious & regulation, and expressed iy
1 desire to buy up the animals, and vestore them to their former cons
| dition of life. But he wisely refrained, when it was represented to
" him that, the moment his back was turned, ‘chu bulls would Mmu
find their way into the public sexvice, !

- Our people did what they could to halp thema{

i ”L'heae, Bralmnnee bulls are the sbandmg nmsmwe uf Iudmu i !
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ot who could hlt a black buck running at a distance

“of ‘a hundred. and fifty paces. The difficulty con-

sxstxed in the retrieving of the game, which lay full
three hundred yards from our rampart, on a Pplain
gwept by the fire of the insurgents, Inside our
plane‘ however, courage was more plentiful than
beef; and eight or ten volunteers professed them-
selves ready to follow Captain Moore, who was first

. at any feast which partook of the nature of a fray,
~ The party provided themselves with a stout rope,

Wluch they fastened rouud the legs and horng of
the boast, and dragged home their prize amidst
a storm of cheurs and bull(,ta, (the but not un~
ficathed.

In the banquet which ensued the defenders of the
outposts had no part. On the ~other hand, they
sometimes enjoyed luxuries of their own. A pariah
dog, seduced by blandishments never before lavished |
upon one of his despised race, was tempted within
the walls and thence into the camp-kettle of Barrack '
NumberTwo. Towards that building, as towards the

| 11011 % den in the fable, pointed the footsteps of every

. kind of quadruped, and from it none, ' An aged

horse, whose younger days had been.spent in the
ranks of the Irregular Cavalry, was killed, roasted,
and eaten up in two meals by the combined pickets.
The head was converted into soup, and sent into




”ﬂm mfrenehmmt for the u@e of‘ some fav«mmd la,d: o8y
no explanatwme; being. oﬂ'ewd or demanded comerm i

rwa*mmm. e

il ing the nature of the stock.  Captain Hnlhday, off;

‘tbe Fxfty-mnth N&twa Infwnfry, who had  come

across on a morning visit, begged a ‘portion for. hm‘

~ poor wife, who was lying in the hospital, sick unto
 death of the small-pox. On his way back, walking,
it may be, teo slowly for security thiough dread of
. ‘spﬂhng one precious drop, he fell never to rise
again,  Tn the midst of every action and every
‘movement, during the hours of labour and the

minutes of refreshment, unlooked for and unmmd—
able the mortal stroke descended. ]
For by day and night the fire never ceased ; \Lbe

. round shot crashed and spun through the mndows,
. raked the earthwork, and skipped wbout the open;
ground in every corner of ‘our position. The bullets

cut the air, and pattered on the wall like hail. The
great shells rolled hissing along the floors and down
the trenches, and; bursting, spread around them a

 circle of wrack, and mutilation, and promiscuous

destraction.  In their blind and merciless, career
those iron messengers spared neither old nor young,

nor combatants nior sufferers, but flew ever onwards,
inflicting  superfluous  wounds. and unavailing de-
striction. A single bomb killed and maimed seven
marmed women, who were seated in the dltdn,
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7 il\led"J:écobi,’ ‘& watchmaker, namesake of the “i.n‘-‘

. trepid coachwright; killed too the cashiered officer |

. whose dranken freak had done something to accele-
| rate the.outbreak, There were those who endured |
in one day a double or a treble bereavement ; while
in gome families none remained to mourn, Colonel
 Williams died of apoplexy, and his wife, disfigured
and tortured by a frightful hurt in the face, would
fain have rejoined her husband. On the fifteenth
. of June Miss Mary Williams was stunned by a fall
of the ceiling, and expired in the arms of a
wounded sister, unconscious of her loving cate.
Two daughters survived—for a while. Mistress
White was walking with a twin child at either
shoulder, and her good man, a private of the Thirty-
second, by her gide. . The same ball slew the father,
broke both elbows of the mother, and severely in-
jured ome of the orphans, Captain Reynolds lost
an arm and his life by a cannon-shot, and Mis.
Reynolds, whose wrist had been pierced by a musket
ball, sank under fever and sorrow. A half-caste
tradesman and his danghter, crouching behind an
empty barrel, foo late and together discovered that
their shelter was inadequate. A son of Sir Hugh
was reclining on a sofa, faint with recent loss of
blood ; one sister at his feet, and another, with both
his parents, busied about his wants in different parts
N
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{j,ot {he room § srhien ax unmvxted il fatal cueﬁ't‘ i
f‘en'bered the doorwa,y, and left the lad & hea.dles&
corpse, - No less than three subalterns attached to
the same regiment as young Wheeler lost their heads
‘within the redan, Lieutenant Jervv% ot the En-
gineers was ‘vmlkmg to his battery through a shower
of le-zd with  gait of calm gramleur, ag if he were
pacing the Eden Garden beneath the eyewglasses of
Caleutta beauty. In vain 'His comrades raised their
wonted ghout of Run, J erws’ R 11" He: never
veturned 'to head—qualtem He never reached hm‘ ,
post. A grape—shot passed through the body of
Heberden, as he was handing some water to a ludy.
‘This gentleman, the most undaunted and wnaffected
of the brave and simple men of science employed

‘upon the Kast Indian Railroad, lay on his face fora

. whole week without a murmur or a sigh, but not, we
‘may well believe, without a tacit prayer for the
velief swhich came at last. Mr. Hillersden, the ma-
/ gxsfmte of the station, was dashed in pleces by a
 twenty-four pound ball, while talking in the ye-
randah to his wife, weak from an unseasonablm‘ con-
 finement. A few days elapsed, and a shot, less
cruel than some, displaced an avalanche of bmcks
which put an end to her short wulowhood But
poverty of language does not permit to Jontinue the
list of horrors. In such a catalogue the synonyms
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| tauboldgy.
" wihe ﬂequency of our casualties,” writes C‘aphmn
Thomson, “ may be understood by the history of one
“hour, Lieatenant Prole had comoe to the main-
“guard to see Armstrong, the adjutant of thc Fifty
“third Native Infantry, who was unwell. ' While
“engaged in conversution with the invalid, Prole

“yas strack by a muskebball in the thigh, and fell o

“ to the ground. I put his arm upon my shoulder,
ancl holding him round the waist, endeavouved to

g hobble across the open to the barrack, in ordu' that
“'he mght obtain the attention of the surgeons there,
“ While thus emyloyed a ball hit me under the nght

“ shoulder-blade, and we fell to the ground together, |

“and were picked up by some privates, who dragged
“us both back to the main-guard. While I was
“lying on the ground, wofully sick from the wound,
“Gilbert Bax, of the Forty-eighth Native Inﬂmtry,

“came to condole with me, when a bullet pierced
“hiy shoulder-blade, causing a wound from which he
“died before the termination of the siege.”

- The youngest were the least to be ‘pitied. In such.
a plight, 1gn0mnw of happier days was indeed bliss ;
~ignorance that there was a fair world without,
where people laughed merrily, and slept soundly, and
lxved in the anticipations of enjoyment not in the ‘

| G
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terrors of death. To the small children the present
was very weary ; but, reasoning in their way, they con-
cluded that that present could not last much longer,

Tt must come to an end like the tiresome journey
_ up the great mrer, when the barge stuck fast in the
mud, and mamma eried, and pap.u called the boatman
by that Hindoostanee name which they themselves
Wele always whipped fo;‘ using, The restraint of
our protracted incarceration was to them intolerably
1rksome There was neither milk, nor pudding, nor
. jam, nor mangoes, nor any one to cuddle them, or
ging to them, or listen fo their romances, and their

i wishes, and their grievarces. The gentleman who

once was most kind to taem would now come home
from shooting all black, and grimy, and with a rough
beard, and would stand at the table and eat quickly,
and then run out again without taking any notice of
them : and some day or other he would be carried
in on a shutter, looking so pale and weak : and some
day, perhaps, he mever came back at all. When
' they asked a lady to scold the servants for getting
. thiem such a nasty breakfast, she only kissed them,
" and sobbed, and called them poor darlings, They
sorely missed the fond and patient bearer, that
willing playmate and much-enduring slave, whom
Mrs. Sherwood’s charming tale has rendered a
household word in English schoolrooms, Left to
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“their. ‘own tmv dxsﬁretwna, the dear creatures, uncons
soious of danger, would toddle out of the crowded
barmok and betake themselves to some primitive

‘game which demanded no very elaborate provision ofl

toys.  What was it to them that e every half minute & |
big. blauk ball came hopping along amidst puffs o
dust, or that httle things which they could not see

flew about humming louder than cock-chafers on
bumble ‘bees?  With unexampled barbarity the i

‘ sepoy sharpshooters forbore to respect these innocent

groups, The punl which tome incurred through O

inexperience, was sought by others under the pres-

sure of despondency. One unhappy woman, unable
to support the burden of her: cxxstence, ran out from
the shelter of the walls leading in each band a child,
and was dragged back, despite of herself, by a

private soldier, who freely risked his life to preserve
| that which she was bent on losing. Not o few
(native domestics refused to desert: their employers,
lOveﬂn‘«vw:rrlce¢1 and under- thanked with short-coms.
. Emons, and, if capéured by the mutineers, a shorter.
' shrift, they stayed on, not for the sake of their
pl’m,auce of wages, but actuated solely by the ties
(of duty, gmtltude, and attachment, Most, of them
were soon dismissed from service, for no fault, and
with no warning, = Three were killed by the exploaa‘
sion of a shell, Another was shot through the head
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as he was hwrying to the, outposba mtunt upon
serving his master’s dinner before it had time to,
cool. An ayah, while dandling an infant, lost both
her Iega by the blow of a cannon—ball. That was m
trath a dismal nursery. Gl
 Wani of water was a constant, and gmwmg evxl\ :
‘ At the best, a smgk: well would have furnished. a
 pitiably insufficient supply for a thousand mouths
during an Indian June : and' that well was from the
first the favourite target of the hostile artillerymen.
(runs were trained on to the exact spot; so that the
appearance of a man with a pitcher by day, and by
 night the creaking of the tackle, was the signal for a
| shower of grape.  The framework of beam and brick

| which protected the  deawers was soon shot. away,

The machinery went next, and the buckets were
thenceforward hauled up hand over hand from a
dppbh of more than sixty feet, The Hindoo water-
carriers were slain early in the siege, and their place.
was supplied by English soldiers, who nominally
were paid at the rate of half a sovereign for every
pail : though the brave fellows knew that, when 2
few days had gone by, it would matter little in whose,
hands the silver might happen to lie. That water
- wag purchased with blood and not with money,

John Mackillop, of the Civil Service, veiling devo-
tion under a jocose pretence of self-depreciation,




| THE SIEGE

accordmg}y claimed to b» appointed Captain of th&
Well. | His tenure of the office was prolonged be-
yond his own expectation, Tt was not till & weelc |
bad passed that he was laid dying on a bed in the
hospital with & grapeshot in the groin, His last

words expreased a desire that the lady to whom he il
had | ywmmed a drink should not be disappointed,

| For some duys a few gallons were procured atia
. frightful hazard from a tank situated on the south-
 east of the intrenchment, Those who were conscious

how dear a price was. pmd for every Limught thirsted

| in silence ; but the babies kept up a perpetual moan

more terrible to some stout souls than a ten minutes’

hobblo across the plain, a heavy skmful of water
* round the loins, and an onnce .of lead in the amole.

Captain Thomson saw the children of his brother

. officers “sucking the pieces of old water-bags,
. putting scraps of canvass and leather straps into

“ the mouth to try and get a single drop of moisture

" %upon their parched lips.”  The distress of our

countrymen was enhanced by the plague of dust
to which Cawnpore is subject on account of the
character of the soil. A traveller who yisited the
station ten or fwelve years before the mutiny, com-

plains that he got no gratification out of a grand |

told hlS fuands that though no ﬁghbmgmman he wag i
willing to make lumself ugeful where he could, and i
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 review from which he had promised himself much
pleasure, because the show was throughout enveloped
(i clouds which totally concealed it from his eyes.
There was yet another well, which yielded nothing
" then: which will ymld nothing till the sea, too,
| gives up her dead. It lay two hundred yards. from
the rampart, beneath the walls of the unfinished
barracks. Thither at an hour varied nightly, for.'
fear lest the rebel shot should swell the funeral,
with stealthy step and seant atto ndance the slain of
the previous day were borne. ‘When morning broke
the battle raged around that sepulchre. Overhead
the cannon roared, and men charged to and fro.
But those below rested none the less peacefully;
their last cartridge bitten ; their last achievement
performed : their last pang of hunger and affliction
undergone and already forgotten. There were de-
posited, within the space of three weeks, two hun~
dred and fifty English pcople a fourth by tale of the
whole garrison. As in a season of trouble and Taw-
lessness men bury away their jewels and their gold
against the return of tranquillity and order: so the
survivors committed to the faithful mould their dear
treasures, trusting that time and the forbune of war
would enable our country to honour her lost ones
with a more solemn rite, and worthier tomb. Brief
was the service whispered on the brink of that sad
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Well m tha sultr’y summer mght It was. muvh when,

they came to the gra:ve, while the corpsa Was bunu- i
made ready to be laid into the earth, if the priest ‘

;then said: “In the midst of life we are in death, Of "
“ whom may we seck for succour, but of thee, O L

“Liard, who for our sins art justly displeased?”
iMYet O Lord God most hely, O Lord most
A mlghty, O holy and most merciful Saviour, deliver
¢ yus not into the bitter pains of eternal death.”
i And agam, while the ecarth was bemg cast’ itpon

| “’the body by some standing by, the priest might with ) |

' the assent of all declare that it was of His great
merey that it had pleased Almighty God to take
unto Hlmselt the soul of the dear brother them ‘
departed. ‘
‘ Throughout the mege ‘public *Worshxp, ab stated
hours, and of prescribed length and form, neltlmr ‘
did norseould take place: but the spirit and the
‘essential ‘power of religion were not wanting, The
station chaplain, Mr. Monerieff, made it his concern
that no one should die or suffer ‘without the con-
solations of Chmstmmty And whenever he could
be spared from the hospital, this shepherd of a
pest-sricken flock, he would go the round of the
batteries, and read a few Prayers and Psalms to the
ﬁghtmg-«folk With heads bent, and hands folded
over the muzzles of their rifles; smothed some by




T UAWNPORE

| ‘gemxme piety; some by t}m amomatmns of gladsamp

Ghmsbmas ‘mornings and dmway Sunday afternoons
. spent in the aisle of their village church; they
| listened calmly to the famxhar words, those mulan—

| choly and resolute men, quh _congregation was
" more thin than the last, There were always present

| some two or three to wlwm never again would grace
be given to Jnm with accard in the common suppl1~ |
cation. The peuple of Gmwnpore might say in the
- language used in o like strait by a brave and God-
fem'mg sold:er, the (}watheart of Enghsh Hwtorv e
“ Indeed we are at thls time a very crazy company ;
“ yet we live in His sight, and shall work the time
¢ that 1s appointed s, and shall rest aftar that in
1% pedice,” j ‘
' The condition of the bemeged presented 8 com-
i plﬂt@ contrast to the state of things on the other
gide of the wall. The numbers and the hopes of the
insurgents mounted daily. I‘very morning some new
Rajah or Nawab paraded through the suburbs in his
palanquin bright with silver poles and sllken hang-
ings, preceded by drums, and standards, and led
~ chargers, and followed by & stream of lances and
matchlocks, . Hvery evening a freah eruption of
scoundrelism surged up from the ‘narrow cmoked
alleys and foul bazaars of the black city. Nor were
the Hindoos and Mahomedans of the revolted bat-
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mlmm lﬁft mt‘b_m t;ﬁher satlsfaetmn zmd eummmge«

- ment of learning what great deeds had been wrought

, elsewhere by the champions of the united faiths. In

_tha month of June the fﬂllownm document fonnd 1’05‘ i
W&y imm I)elhl to ('awnpore fee i

» “To ,‘\aZZ Hmdaas aa’e,d M @wmlmmw, Citizens (md
e Ssrmmts of Hmdosmn, the Officers of the,
e Army now at D@i’k?, aml Meerut send, ¢ eet--
""Mbg | B ‘
o '[t is waﬂ Lnewn ’rhai; in these da.ys all the an«' i
g ‘lish have @ntmtmnnd these evil designs—first to
¢ destroy the religion of the whole Hindostani army,
% and then to make the people Christians by com- i
“pulsion, = Therefore we, solely on account of our
“ religion, have uumbmed thh the people, and hiay
“ not spared alive ong mﬁdel and have re@stabhslw \
% the Delhi dynasty on these terms, and thus act in
“ gbedience to orders and receive d,ouble pay. Hum-
“ dreds of guns and a large amount of treasure have
7l “fal]en into our hands ; therefore it is fitting that
“whoever of the soldiers and the people dislike
i tummg Ohrmtmm should nnite with one heart aud
“act courageously, mot leaving the sced of fthese
“infidels remaining, For any quantity of supplies
“delivered to the army the owners arve to take
“ the, receipts of the officers; and they will receive
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“double 'payment from tha Imperml Govgrnmenﬁ e

 “Whoever shall in these tlmes exhibit cowardice, or'
| “ ‘eredulously believe the promises of those impog-
“tors, the English, shall very shortly be put to

| “ghame for such a deed; and, rubbing the hands

| “of gorrow, shall receive for their fidelity the reward
o the ruler of Lucknow got. It is further neaessa.ry
« that all Hindoos and Mussulmans unite in this

“ struggle, and, following the instructions of some
“ respectable people, keep themselves secure, so that
~“good order may be maintained, the poorer classes
| #kept contented; and they themselves be exalted to
“prank and dignity ; also, that all, so far as it is
“ possible, copy this proclamation, and despatch it
* everywhere, so that all true Hindoos and Mussul-
% mans may be alive and watchful, and fix it in some
o  conspicuous place (but prudently, to avoid detec-
“tion), and strike a blow with a sword before giving
. “circulation to it. The first pay of the soldiers of
* % Delhi will be thirty rupees per month for a trooper,
“and ten rupees for a foot-man. Nearly one hundred
“thousand men are ready ; and there are thirteen
“ flags of the English regiments, and about fourteen
“ standards from different parts now raxsed aloft for
“ our religion, for God, and the conqueror ; and it is
“the intention of Cawnpore to rook out the seed of
“the Devil, This is what we of the army here wish.”
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'I‘hm messag‘ y ml{: smcoeeded by a4 proclamamon’
,issned fmm the pea;wck throne, in which the Mogul
- prowised a monthly wage of twelve rupees and &
‘respectable estate to every sepoy who would rally
‘to the banner of the wncient dynasty, He likewise
ordained that no cows should thenceforward be killed
‘throughout. the land, and finished by denouncing & |’
‘malediction upon the head of any one who should |
 |intercept the Amperial courier, The wretch was

‘doomed to eat pork and beef: and, as the mes-

senger wag eventually hangsd by an officer of

the Seventwth Infantry, it may be presumed that b

the curse bas hy this Mme been fulﬁﬂed to the e
j ,,letter. g Hihi

 The rebel cause wag soon strengthened by a more
' va,luable reinforcement than' either the posse coml-
tatus of the province, or the sympathy of the Delhi
mufmwm At the village of (‘howbeypme, 1t
Gireat North Road, had been stationed a detachmﬁﬂt
"from the garrison of Lucknow, compnsmg a squadron
“of native cavalry, and two companies of Bepoys, com-
manded by Captain Staples, four subalterns, and a

Enropean serjeant-major. At about two o’clock on
the afternoon’ of Tuesday, the ninth of June, these
‘gentlemen were roused from their luncheon by the
sound of a bugle playing the Assembly.” Rush~
ing forth, thcy demanded why so strange a hberty_

e
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had baen mken, emd were' told t’hat % Was by the'

*iqvders of the Nana. At ﬂm ention of this il1- | o

omened name our officers flung themselves on horse-
back, and rode for dear life, with all the' disadvan-

v tagem resulting from 1gnomnce of the country and a ‘

* bad start. That was a run in which the game was
~ allowed mo law. The Captain was shot down from
 his saddle, and cut in pieces where he lay. Two
‘ Enghshm&n took to the water like hunted stags, and
there miserably perished. Two ‘'others were headed
by a mob of villagers, and driven b'wk among the
sabres and pistols of their pursuers. Lieutenant
Bolton alone, by dint of hard riding, escaped to
Cawnpore with a bullet-hole in his cheek, if escape
it may be called, which was only the postponement
of death,  After a chase of sixteen miles he reached

the neighbourhood of the town at nightfall ; passed |

~unobserved through the lines of the mutineers’; and
camped oit on the plain, waiting until dawn should
disclose to him the outline of the intrenchiment.
Our sentries, astonished by the apparition of a cava~
lier riding at the earthwork through the twilight like

a mounted Remus, fired, and strack his horse, 'No ,
. one, however, was surprised to find that even a

' crippled steed could clear thiose defences at a leap.

The fagitive was heartily groeted by his countrymen,
and entertained with such hospitality as their situa-
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 was, he proved. well worth his keep.
' The tro

“ anded and exhausted as he‘ ‘

s who had revolted b Ohowbeypore o
| mamlwdﬂf-: o (’L‘Wﬁapom, bnugmg with thora three ‘
Lnghah heads in a basket, and taking up on their
way a toll-kecper named Joseph Carter, and his
‘wif's & young person, who was daily expecting her i
first baby. This offering, combined agrecably to hae.
" taste of the dead and the living, was mightily ey
| wptabk, to the Nana. With fraternal kindness he |

~ made a present of the grisly trophies to Bala Rao, |

who exposed them in his saloon, and gave a sort of {i)

conversazione at which they formed the leading ak-

traction. M. Carter wos ghot, as a matter of course; |

“and his. htt:le widow would have shared his fa‘te had

| not the relicts of the late Peishwa, the step-mothers
by a&aptmn of the Maharaja, felt a womanly com-

mtsﬁrai:wn for one so tender and so afflicted.  The

) good ladivs begged hard for this single example of

clemeney, and begged in vain, - At length their pride
- of sex was roused against such determined brutality
tmva,rds a woman who had so lately been a wife, and
 was so soon to be a mother, and they threatened to

‘wmmlt wuicide unless theu' petition was granted.

‘The Nana then gave way, and permitted his rela-
tiyes to carry off their protegee to the apartments
_ approprmted to the females in the palace at Blthoor,
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where. they placed her under the charge of an expa- i
rienced Mahomedan nurse.  He insisted, however,

that she should be congidered as under custody,
'and appointed a squad of troopers to see that she
was forthcoming whenever it might suit 1118 will fmd

* pleasure, He never lost sight of a vietim, He
boasted the worst half of, at any 1‘&13&.,, one kmgly ~
quahty,-v—zm unerrring memory. |
 On next Friday the remmant of the na,twe wie'

‘: ‘wmc,h had mutinied at Benares made their appear-
‘ance on the opposite side of the river, The exit of \

these gentlemen from the Holy City had not been of
a nature to gratify their conceit, and their entry into
Cawnpore. wag the reverse of triumphant, . They
straggled up, jaded and dispirited, without any sem-
blance of martial order, some on horseback and
‘ others perched up in the uncomfortable country-
carts of Hindostan, which seem to have been de-

vised with the express object of conveying the least
‘possible amount of freight with the greatest expen-
diture of traction power. Their condition excited
the contempt and cupidity of the officialy appointed
to superintend the river traffic in the interest of the
Nana ; who accordingly refused to ferry across these
shabby anxiliaries for less than a rupee per head.
Considering that the majority of the passengers were
of pure Sikh blood, their spirit must indeed have
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boen bmken beﬂ:me they wuld lmw endumd m.h;‘
f nmolmce and extortion. d

. On the fifteenth of June, a welmme message waiqx\‘ i

T

; i broug;h”t to the Maharaja from the Meer N awab, L |

Musaulman of rank, who sent word that he was |

 coming ap from the eastward with a couple of thou-

- sand mguhr infantry, and a full campleme‘nt of
‘artillery.  Azimoolah vesolved that his subordinates
“shduld‘“noﬁ have an ‘opportunity of repeating ‘their

 conduet of the previous week. Every mark 6‘f re-
Uﬁpacﬁ was to be dxspla,yed towards %o mxgust and

pmslsant a chieftain.  The bm&ge contractors were

‘ comnusmoned to collect barges for the transit of the |
‘expected a]hea, and the confectioners of the town

 received instructions to prepare for their refreshment

& ménu, containing all those dishes of sweetened

, ammal food so nanseous to a Kuropean palate. On
. the mon'ow,the Nawab arrived at the head of two |
fine regiments, which had been raised on the ocea-

sion of Lord Dalhousie’s annexation, amidst the

~ deep but suppressed uneasiness of all who gave the
. native mind credit for the human qualities of am-

hition, shame, and patriotism ; of all who believed
the Hiud(m capable of any loftier sentlment than
' the desire fo curry favour with an English magw~ '
 trate, tonch a hundred rupees per mensem from an
~ English treasury, talk broken Addison, and read the

G . .
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“ Peserted Vlllage in the ongma,l On the rolls of
our army these battalions were styled the Fourth
and Fifth Oude Locals: but sepoys have invariably
some pet title for then' own corps, in niost cases a
 porpuption of the name of its first colonel, more
suited to the Indian tongue than our complicated
military nomenclature, Thus the First, the Fifty-
third, and the Fifty-sixth Bengal Native Infantry,
were spoken  of famllxarly as  “ Gillises,”  * Lam~
boorn’s,” and Garsteen’s.”  'The Oude so]dlers
under the Meer Nawab were known to themselves
aml their compatriots as the men of the N a.dxree :
and the Akhtaree Regiments. Dl G

‘When the new-comers caught sight of thb forhre%s
which had hitherto baffled the ingenuity and courage
of their associates, they expressed no small contempt
for the generalship of the Nana, but bade  him
be at his ease, for that they would engage to put
him in possession of the intrenchment after they
had enjoyed a day's rest and surfeit. And so, on
the ecighteenth of June, at the hour when, exactly
two and forty years befoxe the French tirailleurs
 were swarming through the woods of Hougoumont
up to the loopholes of the wall which they mever
passed, the Oude mutineers charged in a mass
acrosy the plain, and over our rampart ; bore down
the defenders ; overturned a gun; and seemed for
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& moment in a fair way of justifying theiv vaunt,
A moment only; for, without waiting for orders,
" angry Suhibs came running from all sides to the
rescue,  Our people slewed round a nine-pounder ;
gave them first some stockingfuls of grape, and
then an English rush; and sent them back to their
master fewer and wiser than they came. s
The rebel position presented an aspect zmxma.tmg L
aud picturesque in a high degree, To the north
of onr fortification, between the Racket-court and |
A the Chapel of Kase, was planted a battery well
 armed with mortars and twenty-four pounder cannon,
I this region the command was taken by the
' Nunhey Nawab, the Mahomedan grandee, who, with
Balkur Ali, and others; had been plundered and
imprisoned by the Brahmins during their firss out-
break of religious spite. The high-spirited Moslem
soldiery at once refused to brook this outrage, and
began to talk of petting up the Nawab's claim to
royalty against that of the Maharaja ; upon which
the latter released his prisoners, and thenceforward
behaved towards them rather as an equal than as
a master,  The Nana’s rival showed both judgment
and vigour. He beat up all the pensioned veterans
of the neighbourhood who had formerly served in
the artillery, and employed work-people of both
sexes in keeping him. supplied with red-hot shot. On
0 2




one occasion an ‘dpprenticéx to the trade took it |

into his head to try the experiment of heating & '

loaded shell, and succesded in blowing up & woman
“and five men, including, |We may presume, hiwself,
~ The Nawab passed ‘most of his time in the gallery
of the Racket-court, wheve, in the late afternoon
of more qni‘eﬁdmyﬁ,‘ had lolled a closter of chatty
Englishmen ; opening bottles of soda-water ; chaffing
£ “‘the players with the threadbare raillery that suffices
for the simple taste of ;a.‘limitﬁzd.‘rc‘dmmunity; 5 de-

. geending in ‘pﬂ,rties of four, cheroot in mouth, when,

. the cry ol ganle~+lmll'all,“ warned them thaﬁts"ﬁheiru

turn was come. Occasionally he would issue forth

to see how his gunners were getting on, and to
watch the effect of  their practice through a tele-
scope. A half-caste Christian, who had disguised
himself a8 a Mahomedan with admirable skill, gives
an interesting siccount of what passed in this quarter.
He says, “1 saw «Nunhey. Nawab coming to the
| hatteries accompanied by a mumber of troopers,
“and sepoys, and his own attendants also; and
¢ T was told by the people that the Nawab had
“ poceived @ post of great dignity, and was in
« command of a battery. About one o'clock T came
“ close to Major-general Wheeler's bungalow, and,
¢ finding a piece of mat in the tcompoujn’d, lay down
“on it, and saw geveral  troopers going about,
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# fm'omg people to carry ‘water to the batteries,
8 Hearmg an uproar I rose from the place where
¢ I was, when a trooper, seeing me, told me that it
“ was a greab shame for'a young Mussulman like me
“to be thus idling away my time, and that T should
“ assist at the batteries. He also told me that
“ 4 young man, the son of Kurrum Ali, the one- :
4 eyed, a pensioned soubahdar, was sent for by the
« Nawab, and had laid a gun so precisely that the
¢ ghot carried away a portion of one of the barracks

|« yithin the intrenchment, for which he received (-

¢ o veward of ninety rupees, and a shawl. I replied
% to this that I possessed no arms, and bad never
% bheen a soldier.” It was no wonder that a battery
where the service was conducted on so open-handed
4 system soon became the popular resort. The
lovely Azeeran made this spot her head-quarters,
She appears to have exercised a strange fascination
over our good friend Nanukehund, so frequently
does she appear in the course of his narrative.
Whether he cherished towards her a sneaking kind-
pess ; or a grudge for some past mcmhty ; O, a8
is most probable both the one and the other, he
certainly never leaves her alone for many pages
together,  In his guaint way he writes :— It shows
“ great daring in Aweezun, that she is always armed
¢ and present in the batteries, owing to her attach-
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“ ment to the camiry / and she takes her» fa:munteﬂ
“among them aside, and entertaing them iwith
| % milk, &c. on the public road.” It is to be hoyed. |
' that the et cotera did not include kisses, b
. The Meer Nawab pla.ntcd the  cannon, Wi
he had brought with him across the river, on the
'south-east of our pomtmn, near the Artillery Mess
‘:Houﬁe. * Thig manoeuvre forthwith debarred the
garrison from dbtmmng ‘occasional and perilous
access to the tank ; a privation the more scvefély
felt, because the Oude men, bent on avengmg ‘their
| repulsc, workvd their pieces with a will, and kepL
up at point-blank range so hot a fire upon the
mouth of our well that the drawing of water was
a deed of heroism by night, and in daylight an
act of insanity. In the west, Bakur Ali, who had
shared with the Nunhey Nawab his disgrace and
his restoration o favour, bombarded our outposts
from among the ﬂtables of the Second (Javalry ; while
in and about the lines of the Hirst Native Infantry
stood a number of heavy guns, known by the col-
lectwe appellatmﬁ of “the Sepoy Battery,” under
cover of which a Jemmadar, who fancied himself
gxtted with a turn for engmeemng, ‘was unkmg o
mine by the aid of some invalid sappers and miners,
whom he had pursuaded_ to place themselves at
his dispoﬁ;al. In the south west direction was a
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ﬂtately ma,nmon, which formerly held rank as W i
_charitable institution, under the title of the © Salu‘ e
Hvador, a name which the effeminate articulation gk ‘

 the native had long before this converted into the
| “Savada” As the Mahomedan faction mugtered
_strong in the vicinity of the Racket Court, so the

Savada soon became the cmtre of Hindoo 1nf1ueuce.

1t was the special haunt of the Nana, Here were
his ministers, his diviners, his courtiers, and the

 prisoners from whom he purposed to extort some-

thmg besides their breath, Here was the batfery

which went, by his name. Here was the tent of

his most able and ardent partizan, Tecka Sing, He

the generah%mmo. Here too, in an agreeable corner
of the grounds, under the shade of a conspicuous
. grove, conveniently remote alike from the camp
of the Moslem and the muzzles of the English
amll«,ry, was pitched his own pavilion ; for he seems
| to have inherited the Mahratta preference for canvass
over brick and [mortar, The chiefs of that hardy
and unquiet race seldom had a tight roof over their
heads until they were laid beneath some mausoleum
_of fair white marble, sparkling with cornelian and
jasper and lapis lazuli, constructed out of the spoils
and the tribute of nations. ;
The mutineers showed every intention of en;oymg
{heir spell of liberty and domination. These revolted

199]
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i j rﬂgmmntq Were rapldly turmng mto moba. T fwmkr [
. of the batteries was left to the retainers of ambxtmm
) Ra]ahfs ol peusmned gunners ; and to such ama.teum

a8 had a stomach for fighting, and o taste for the, i

 shawls and cash layvished by the Nunhey Nawab.

_ The sepoys, meanwhile, lounged in the shops which

. fringed the canal, eating sweetstuff with whaolboy“
.zm,dlty, and dlmkmg sherbet to their haartfs content ;
or swagoered along the steects with a nonchalanm.‘
-copwd from their reminiscences of the fashionable

| 'frequentf-rs of the ba,nd—smnd cmtmmng the dmvmg
of those among thnu' commdes who had beeu fors |
‘ttmate enough to lay then: hands upon a buggy ‘

belonging to a British officer. No decent people

were to be seen in the public places. No business
was done in the main thoroughfares. The ¢ 1'ac‘r*sme-n
in piteous trepidation, eyed the pa&qmg scamps from’

~ behind their shufters, c(msolmg their enforced idle-

ness by recollecting in what angle of the garden-
‘bhexr money was interred, and framing excuses
against the probable vigit of the Nana's taL-r-ollecbor,“
o the pnssﬂ)le return of the English authorities.
| The opmm—scllers‘andv the innkeepers, who in thege
days anterior to Mr, Wilson's budget had not attained
to the dignity of licensed victuallers, alone drove
a thriving trade. 'The warriors of the Religions
‘ smoked, zmd chewed, and snored supine, clad in



SL

THE STEGE, l i

| ‘.,wtton drawers and a pair of clumsy shoes theu?
necks encircled by the Brahminical thread, token
of their pnvﬂewed and sacred extraction. To this
. Costume they superadded a red coat, at such times
a8 the stmgﬁ of conscience, or the reproaches of .
| prxest; and paramour, drove them out to get a lazy '
ahot at the infidels and an appetite for their curry.
‘The earliest care of the Nana had been to set on
foot a respectable municipal organization. With
this object in view, he appointed to the chief magis-
tracy in the city one Hoolass Sing, who may have
been @ traitor, but was, apparently, only a time-
~ server. This person was chosen by the advice of a
deputation composed of the leading townsmen; a
‘tent-maker, a jeweller, and a dealer in opiates.
Hoolass Sing bad mo sinecure. It was only by
the exercise of judicious firmness, alternating with
seasonable pliability, that he contrived fo protect
Cawnpore from the rapacity of the soldiery, and
the wrath of those rural nobles whose paternal acres
had been sold by the English Govermment to re~
 cover arrears of land-tax, and purchased by moneyed
cits, who wished to cut a figare in country society.
The duty of victualling the troops was committed
 to a blind gentleman of the name of Moolla, who, |
doubtless, saw quite well enough to water the rice
and omit to sift the meal. A burlesque ji:tdicial
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| court was formad of Ammoulah, J Wala Pershad aud

. other creatures of the Maharaja ; and presided over | |
by Baba Bhut, who delivered his decisions scated
on a billiard-table in Mr. Duncan’s hotel. This |

tribunal passed a variety of sentences without esta-

blishing any very valuable precedent. Once, in an

unaccountable fit of morality, it sentenced a luckless
‘togue to lose his hand for theft:; bu, for obvious and
selfish reasons, the judges appear to have rcfmnwd

from again taking cognizance of this crime, A |

i i

}

Mahomedan butcher was condenmed to mutilation

~ for having killed a cow ; and certain individuals were

paraded ‘through the town on donkeyg, “for' dis-|

. reputable livelihood:” a punishment, which, when the

' ¢harge was made known, must have excited very

~ general sympathy and indignation.  Gradually this
body, like the Committee of Public Safety in the
French Revolation, assumed to itself a supervision
over every department of the administration. When
the powder ran short, the principal dealer in salt-
petre was thrown into prison, until he produced the
requisite quantity of that article. A native merchant
was required to provide cloaks for half a battalion,
at the rate of two and threepence apiece; a scale
of 'puyment which must have inspired him with an
unaffected regret for the liberal eontracts of the old

Compuny.  With a keener relish, Baba Bhut under-



THF SIEG.Z*J i 0

took to atcount for the Englishmen who still ]urked_; e

~ ubout, watching for an opportunity of slipping away
to Allahabad or Agra. On the eleventh of June,
. Mr. Williams, a writer in one of the public offices,
was fraced out and slaughtered. 'Two days sub-
sequently, the head of young Mr, Duncan was
. brought into his own father’s house. The murderer
. wag rewarded with the present of a pound, and the
porter got a couple of rupees,
At the expiration of a fortnight, an evenfs oc-
curred which, for a while, afforded to the besieged
fpcople a more suggestive and: agreeable matter of
conversation than the rise of the mercury in the
tube, and the sinking of the flour in the barrels. A
native water-carrier skulked over from the opposite
lines, and gave out that, on account of his love and
. respect for the Sahibs, he had set his heart upon
" being the first to bring them the good news ; that
there were two companies of white soldiers on the
other side of the Ganges, who were supposed to have
marched down froma Lucknow j that they had guns
with them, and were making as if they would cross
the river on the morrow ; that the rebel camp was in
panic, and that everybody was saying how much he
. had all along intended to do for the Sahibs, had he
only dared, Next day he turned up again with the
intelligence that the Europeans had been detained
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hoars,  Those hours passed and twice and thriee
thoge hom-s and there came nof the aspect of help,

sight of light faces, m}r the welcome sound of ap-

proachmg artillery.  The soi-disant water-carrier

\ made no third appeamnce. #His two first visits had
| tanght him all that Azimoolah desir ed to kuuw (i
| our impoverished and defenceless phght

. Onr spies were less lucky; or, it may be, that ﬂm

sturdy and straightforward British natare cannot
promptly adapt itself to those frauds which are
proverbially fair in war. ' There was in the garrison

a soldier named Blenman, an Eurasian by birth,

- astute, and singularly courageous, but in temper
. uncertain, and mxpatwnt of control. There, and at
that time, such a man was worth his weight in meal

on thua: Uppmslte ba,nk by an’ unnxpected ﬁcvm‘ﬂ but |
 that they were busily engaged in knocking togother
rafts, and might be looked for mtlmx the forty-eight

. mor the renewal of confidence, nor the welcome

or powder, and his superiors did well to humour

him.  Cool, observant, and bold to temerity, the

most delicate and hazardous of fs‘ejrv'ice'% had for him

partial flights, he prepared for a great and final

enterprise, and volunteered to penetrate as far ag
- Mlahabad with a report of our calamities, and an

appeal for instant succour. He disguised himself

an innate attraction.  After trying his wings in some
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a8 natwe cm)k an easy task, for his. oomplax:mn
showed tlmt he h&d far more than the due share of
* maternal blood ; and sallied forth with a pistol and
fifteen rupees stuffed into his cotton drawers. e L
passed wonoticed or unsuspected no less than seven
‘“horse plcketa, The eighth stopped, and searched
him, in spite of his asseverations that he was a
i poor leathermdresxser, taking a walk through the
night, air, after working all day in a close alley,
over the saddles and holsters of the gentlemen
 troopers of the Second Cavalry. Too plausible to be |
killed offthand, and too questionable to be neglected,
he was stripped and sent back whence be came, with
no other information than that the investment of i
our position was even more strict and complete than |
had been apprehended. :
A half-caste government official offered to nmko
an attempt__to obtain intelligence, and to bribe over
some of the influential citizens of Cawnpore, on
condition that Sir Hugh wounld permit his family to
leave the intrenchment. His terms were accepted.
. He set forth, but was at once detected, and taken
| before the Maharaja, who sentenced him to three
| years' imprisonment with hard labour; a unique
example of leniency, curious, as proving how firmly
that usurper was persuaded that his rule would now
be permanent. Ghouse Mahomed, a faithful sepoy
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o the Fifty-smth suceceded in get‘{,mg farther than i

e predecessors. He cl‘ept along the ground in the |
" darkness, nntil he met two or three men with four
yoke of oxen taking supphes to the Savada house.

He told them that he was going to the city to buy
gome gmw—clothes for his brother, a brave who had
died that day for the g,ood cause in one of the
advanced batteries.  He was allowed to proceed
~mpon his pious errand ; but; when he reached the
native town, it was as much as he could do to con+
 ceal himself from the inquisition of the rebel police,
Many emissaries were despatched from our fortifi-
_ cation, but Blenman alone returned, The others,
 through the months subsequent to our re-occupation
of the district, came straggling in, as they could
effect their cscape from the camp of the fugitive
~ Nana y with noses slit, and hands or ears chopped
oﬂr‘ by an ignorant and inbuman operator, |

. The remaining contents of the Cawnpore budget

‘ deme their principal interest from a consideration
of the circumstances under which they were pro-
duced, Not even at such a season would Knglish-
moen put their deeper feelings within an envelope; |

‘and the gossip of the station in that June was
bardly caleulated to enliven a correspondence, On
the night of Sunday , the twenty-first, Major beart k

' transxmtted these lines to Lucknow :—
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i ‘We have been cannonaded for six Hours day
¢ by twelve guns, This evening, in three hours, up~

“ wards of thirty shells [mortars] were thrown mto’

% the intrenchment. = This has occurred daily for the |

. % last eight days ; an idea may be formed of our
“ casualties, and how little protection the barracks
% afford to the women. Any aid, to be effective,

“ must be immediate. In event of rain fallmg, our |

“ position would be untenable.
it ‘Acg;pxtdmg to telegraphic despatches received
# previous to the outbreak, a thousand Huropeans

# wore to have beer. here on the fourteenth instant.

“ This force may be on its way up. Any assistance
“you can send might co-operate with it. Nine-
“ pounder ammunition, chiefly cartridges, is required.
“ Should the above force arrive, wo can, in return,
“ jnsure the safety of Lucknow, Being simply a
“ military man, General Wheeler has no power to

“ offer bribes in land and money to the insurgents, .

“ nor any means whatever of communicating with
“ them., You can ascertain the best means of

“ crossing the river. Nujuffgurh Ghaut is sug-

“ gested, It is earnestly requested that whatever
#is done may be effected without a moment’s delay,
“ We have lost about a third of our original num-
“ ber. . The enemy are strongest in artillery. They

 appear not to have more than four hundred or
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« five hundred mfa.utry ‘I‘lmy mova ﬁhmr gnns with

f_“ difficulty, by means of unbroken ‘bullocks:  The |
¥ mfmmry are great cowards, and easxly mpulsed. i

"0y order,

e G. V V’IBART, Magor.

In the followmg latter there is tme sm,d toueh the'

| 'Wld;ower writing over his elbow “on the ﬂoor,” “in ther
© “ midst of the greaﬁest dirt; noise, anc'l confusion,”

By e

%1 was agmea,bly surpmed to receive your most
« welcome letter of the twenty-first, the messenger

% of whlch managed cleverly to find his way here ;

« hut that surprise was exceeded by the astomish-
« ment folt by us all, at the total want of knowledge
“ you seem to be in regarding owr position and
¢ prospects ;. while we have been, since the sixth of
“ the month, equally in the dark regpecting the
« doings of the world avound uvs.  Your loss ab
¢ Lucknow is frightful, in common with that of us
“all ; for, since the date refet‘md to, every otie here
“ has been reduced to mmin. ' On that date they
« pommenced their attack, and fearfully have tlu,y
“ gontinued mnow for mghteen ‘days and. mights ;
¢ while the condition of misery experienced by all

¢ js utterly beyoud description in this place. Death

“ and mutilation, in all their forms ‘of horror, have

i 7 been dail before us. The numemca,l amount of
! Y
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;‘ eaaualmes has been fmghﬁful Sl both by sicle-
“ness and the unplemants of war, the latter havmg. i
L« been fully amplmyﬁd against our devoted garrison !
bl by the villainous insmgents, who hf:we, unlugkﬂy,‘
" % been enabled to furnish themselves therewith from
“the repository which contained them. We await
. “the arrival 101'1‘&1@&0@111' with the most anxious ex-
- “pectation, after all our endurance and sufferings ;
. “for that, Sir Henry Lawrence has been applied
“ 4o by Sir Hugh, and we hope earnestly it will be
~ “afforded, and that dmmediately, to averd further
- #evil. If he will answer that appeal with ¢deux
| % cents soldats Britanniques, we shall be doubtless
“ af once enabled to improve our position in a vital
“ manner ; and we deserve that the appeal should
e answesred forthwith,  You will be grieved to
% Jearn that among our casualties from sickness, my
“ poor dear wife and infant have been numbered,’
% The former sank on the twelfth, and the latter on
“the nineteenth. I am writing this on the floor,
“and in the midst of the greatest dirt, noise, and
“ confugion. Pray urge our remfnrcement ‘to. the

“ Chief Commlsmonm
| “ Yours,

“L. M. WiceuNS. 2

The employment of the ronih sentence is worthy |

of remark. During these troubled times, every
P. i i
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i modern language was. pt‘eswd mto out service; audf 0
more than one old ﬁPld-Ofﬁcer mustered up his

school reminiscences of tha Anabasis zmd the Iliad,
10 compose @ bulletin, curiously bleﬂded of Attic,
Holic, and Aldershot, thh would have puzaled

. Grote or Hermann at least as much as ﬂt could“ i

: tposqably perplex any mutineer or hwhwayman who
mwht chance to intercept the meﬁﬂenger. :

| ’I‘hmgs had got to a ‘ferrible pass on. our mde of ‘
the wall, All the present sweetness of existence
| was long since vanished, and the last flicker of
| fature hope had now died away. But, moved by
a generous despair and an invincible self-respect,
~ our people still fought on, By daring and vigilance,
by countless shifts and unremitting labour, they
staved off ruin for another day, and yet another.
. Af rare intervals behind the earthwork, they stood— ‘
. gaunt and feeble likenesses of men,—clutching with
 muffled fingers the barrels of their muskets, which
glowed with heat intolerable to the naked ‘hand, so
fierce was the blaze of the summer sun, Stralmng
their ears to eatch any fancied sounds of distant
ccmnonadmg, they gazed across the plain to whem the
horizon faded into a fantastic mirage, W hich mocked
their fovercd eyes with fair scenes of forest, and
mountain, and with mﬁmte expanses of glassy water
broken by goldcn islets ; while in the foreground the
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"",]ackah prow‘]ed about the Webutad space, and the |

\pamah dogs ﬁnar]e»d at the grey crows, and slmvk’;
 away from the spots where the greab vultures sat o

 obscene and sulky conclave. Dim must have been

the thoughta, confused the images, which flitted

~ through their wearied intellect ; indistinct memories
of home and youth faint regrots, and fainter re-

 solutions ; ﬁtf’ul yearnings for dear beings. Whomf :

i 'they would never again behold.  One would surmise , ‘

‘l how his mobher in faroff anland would bear her

\SOI‘I‘OW and who would be selected to break the

‘news. - Another would calculate dates, and try to
 convinee himself that his boy at Rugby should have

got the scho]arq]:up examination off his mind before
the' recezpt of the fatal tidings. But, whatever
might be the subject of contemplation‘, no smile
relieved the stolid apathy of their careworn features,
mave When dejection was for an instant charmed
away by the buoyant audacity of Moore. ¢ He was a
& gtrong man. In the dark perils of war, in the hwh

- % places of the field, hope shone in him like a pillav

Kot five, when it had gone out in all the others.”
Brave and vivacious himself, he was the cause that,
bravery and vivacity were in other men, It was not!
that he had less at stake than those around him, for
his wife and children were in the intrenchment.
- When the vicissitudes of battle called her husband
P2
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i to tha oufposbfa, Mrs. Nh:us:ﬂ-cw wmﬂd atep aeroas mth ‘

. her work, and spend the da,y beneath a liktle hut . “

of bamboos covered with canvas, which thp garri-

‘son of Barrack Number Two had raiged for herin |

their most sheltered corner. Seldﬂm had fair Iady |

: o less appropriate bower.

The twenty-third of June, 1757 was tha date ofF

11he great rout that plamed Bangal beneath th@

| . sway of the foreigner. In 1857 the ringleaders of
. the mutiny had fixed on the dayming of that day

' a8 the signal for a geﬁeml rebellion over the entire

~north of India; but the outbreak at Meerut and
the massacre of Delhi precipitated and weakened
the blow. 1In that dread year those awful events
were to us a8 saving mercies. At Cawnpore, how-
; ‘ever, the Nana and his erew, actuated by a par-
! tiality for the celebration of centenaries not altogether
“confined to Asiatics, were bent upon effecting sonie-
thing worthy of the oceasion. All through the night
of the twenty-second the defenders of the outiymg
barracks were kept on the alert by sounds which
betokened that the sepoys in the adjacent buildings
were more than usually mumerous and ‘restless.
Lieutenant Thomson sent to head-quarters for
a reinforcement ; but Moore replied that he could
spare nobody except himgelf and Lieutenant Dela-
fosse. In the course of a few minutes t]le pmr
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1“‘”"1"9‘1 and at onge. safliod forth m‘mfsd ‘one’ mth e

0L &ward, and ﬂl@ other with an empty musket,

Moore shouted out, “Number one to the front!”

@ud j;he, ‘enemy, taking it for granted that the
| \wn-kmm ,W_mtdy_ of command would bring upon
 them a full company of Sahibs with fixed bayonets
and cocked revolvers, broke cover and ran like

_rabbits.  But towards morming they returned in
. foree, s:md attacked with such determined ferocity that
“‘t!mm vemained more dead Hindoos outside the

‘ clnmway than there were living Eulopea,ns within,

At the same moment: the rain fortification was
wssanlted by the whola strength of the insurrection,

| ~ Field guns, pulled along by horses and bulloc,k;e, i
 were brought up within a few hundred yards, dn

limbered, and pointed at our wall. The troopers,
. who had- bound tlmmsdves by the most solemn
~ oath of their religion to conquer or to perish,
. Lharged at a gallop in one quarter, while in another
advanced the dense array of infantry, preceded byi
a host of slnrmmhers, who rolled before them great |
‘Dbundles of cobton, proof against our bullets, . Tt was
all in vain.  Our countrymen, too, had their anniver-
sary to keep. They shot down the teams which
tugged the artillery. They fired the bales, drove
 the sharpshooters back upon the columns, and fgent
the columns to the right-about in unseemly Jhaat:e.' |
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They taught the men of the Second Cavalry that
broken vows, and angered gods, and the waters
of Ganges poured fruitlessly on the perjured head
were less terrible thaen British valour in the last
| extremity. The contest was short but sharp. The
' defeated combatonts vetired to brag and to carouse;
' the victors to brood, to sicken, and to Btarve, That
eévening a party of sepoys drew near our lines, made
obeisance after their fashion, and' requested leave
to bury the slain. This acknowledgment of an
empty triumph, which would have spread a lively
joy throughout the ranks of an old Spartan army
even in the most desperate strait, was but a poor
consolation to these Englishmen under the shadow
of their impending dooim. |



CHAPTER IV.

TEE TREACHERY.

THL event of this conflict produced a sudden
chauge in the projects of the Nana. He forth-
with began to despair of carrying our fortress by
“storm, and the circumstances of his position were
so critical that he dared not awaib the unfailing but
tardy process of starvation. The clearing out of
the intrenchment proved to be a more serious un-
dertaking than he had anticipated. From forty
to fifty score of his stoutest warriors had bitten
the dust in-front of our rampart, and he appeared
to be as far as ever from the object which he had
in view. BEvery day the English fought with in-
creased gallantry and firmness, while in his own
camp disaffection and disgust gained ground from
hour to hour. An Oriental army which has tumed
its back on the foe can seldom, in the language
of the prize-ring, be induced once more to toe the
scratch ; and every section of the rebel force had
by this time been well Leaten. The sepoys were




already gmmbhng, and 1t was  to be feamd ‘that |
another repulse would set them conspiring.  Even
the Oude men preferred the toddy-shops to the
batteries ;' and the mutineers of the Cawnpore
brigade swore that no power in heaven or earth
should prevail on them again to look the Sahibs
in the face. Meanwhile the Mahomedans, whom the
- Maharaja dreaded only less than the British, gathered
strength and impunity from the popular discontent.
Teeka Sing, the soul of the Hindoo faction and
the right hand of the Nana, was imprisoned in
his tent on the charge of amassing a private treasure
by a party of Moslem troopers, who were growing
hungry for the largess so long deferred. Delay
‘was perilous, and defeat would be fatal. By fair
means, or, if need was, by the very foulest, it behoved
the usurper to bring the matter to a speedy termina-
tion. One method remained; swifter than famine ;
more sure than open force. It might be possible
to cajole where he could not frighten ; to ensnare
those whom he might not vanquish; to lure our
countrymen from the shelter of that wall, within
which no intruder had set his foot and lived.

In one of the rooms in the Savada House the
Creenway family, of whom mention has been made
above, had now been shut op for aboui a fortnight,
in strict confinement, diversified by an occasional

o o WNPORE,
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_conversation with an mlderlmg of the Mahamj&. e

He had fixed their ransom at forty thonsand pounds,

and was at present discussing the terms of a bill

of exchange on & Calentta bank, for which they
‘were mever to receive any consideration. In .bhe i

same apartment lived an elderly person, named Murs, |
Jacobi, who had been taken while endeavounng
1o escape towards Lucknow, disguised’ in native
clothes. - On the evening of Tuesday, ‘the twenty-
third, these unhappy people were surprised at re-
‘ceiving a call from Azimoolah and Jwala Pershad,
who seemed in very low spirits on account of the
‘eollapse of their centenary. These gentlemen in-
formed Mus. Jacobi* that she had been designated
a8 the bearer of a message to Sir Hugh Wheeler,
Bhe readily undertook the office, and in the course
of the next day was favoured by an interview with
the Naua, who g.we her a letter and her instructions.
At nine o'clock on the following morning, she pro-
ceeded to the intrenchments in a palanquin, and
was admitted as soon as the sentries had ascertained
‘that she was an envoy, and not a spy. She delivered
L On the impmmnﬁj point. of ‘the i&entity of the messénger a
strange discropancy exists between the best informed authorities,
‘Captain Thomson “ recognised her as Mrs. Greenway.” . On the
‘other hand, the confidential seryant of Mr, Greenway aflirms that

the choice of the Nana fell upon Mrs. Jacobi, and his statement is
stipported by the great majority of the depositions, :
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the document which had been entruated to her
charge ; a mnote in the handwriting of Azimoolah,
 attested by no signature, of which the superseription
was “ To the subJects of Her Most Gracious Majesty
“ Queen Victoria;” and the contents ran as follows,
in caricature of a proclamation 1ssued from the
Government House at Caleutta :— i
\ “All those who are in no way connected mth
. “the acts of Lord Dalhousie, and are willing to
~ “lay down their arms, shall receive a safe passage
. “to Allahabad.” L el |
This protocol, unique for brevity and impudence,
was laid before a council, consisting of CGeneral
Wheeler, and Captains Moore and Whiting. The
debate was prolonged and earnest. Poor Sir Hugh
could not bear to abandon the position that he
had chosen so ill, and in the defence of which
he had been so little able to participate. It seemed’
a miserable conclusion of & not disereditable career
to stipulate with his own sepoys for the liberty of
slinking away after the loss of all his men and
half his officers. Such was indeed an exorbitant
price to pay for the sad remnants of a broken life.
Better to lie within that well not far above his
brave boy than to bargain for the privilege of
being interred a few months later beneath one of

the unsightly masses of brickwork which encumber
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the European graveyards of India. But the scruples
of the old man at length yielded to the arguments

prodiiced by Moore and Whiting—and they were
no draiving-roons soldiers ; for the one throughout
those three weeks had nevcr left a corner on which
ccmvevged the fire. of two powerful batteries, and
- the other had o borne himself that it might well
be doubted whether he knew what fear was, They
repregented that, if the gamison had consisted ex-
clusively of fighting people, no ove would ever
dream of surrender as long as they had swords
wherewith to cut their way to Allahabad. But what
could be done with a mixed multitude, in which
there was a woman and a child to each man, whilé
every other man was incapacitated by wounds and
disease ¢ The setting in of the wet weather (so they
urged,) long dreaded as an overwhelming calamity,
and delayed hitherto by what resembled the special
mercy of Providence, could not now be distant.
When the heavens were once opened, when the
rain of the East descended in all its first violence,
their fortification would straightway cease to be
habitable and secure. The walls of the barracks,
shakened and riddled by the cannonade, would sink
and crumble beneath the fury of a tropical tempest.
The holes in which our ladies sought refuge from
the glare and the shot would be filled ere many
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inches had fallen. The marksmen who, !fﬁfovideqd

with weapons worthy of their skill, could hardly

gnarantep those paltry bulwarks, would be helpless
when damp powder and dirty gun-barrels had ve-
duced them to their bayonets and hog-spears. In
another week they‘,must expect to be washed out
of their defences ; but, before that week had elapsed,

the state of the barometer would concern them

little ; for the provisions were fast coming fo an.
end. Their stores had dwindled to less than a
quart ‘per head of almost uneatable native food..

'\ The choice lay between death and capitulation :

! and, if the latter were resolved on, it was well
 that the offer came from the enemy. Loth and
late Siv Hugh gave. way.  In order to avoid the
 appearance of a suspicious eaglness to accept the
advances of the Nana, Mrs, Jacobi was dlSlIllrﬁlEﬁPd
with an announcement that our ‘commander w8 in
deliberation as to the answer that should be sent.
That the intention to troat was generally known
among our officers is evident from a note addressed
by Lieutenant Master, of the F;tty—thu'd to his father, |
a colonel of cavalry, dated at half-past elght; in the
evening of June the twenty-fifth.

“4We have now held out for twenty»on’ days
“ under a tremendous fire. The Raja of  Bithoor
“ has offered to forward us in safety to Allahabad,

&
i
%



Tﬂlﬂ‘ TRIMC’HERY i "ﬁﬂ‘f: o

i :*uu ami thﬂ Oenemﬂ hm accepted his terma. I am
s all right, though  twice wounded. Uharlmte“” !

- “Nownham and Bella Blair are dead. 1’11 w:-;tef‘r A
“ fmm Mh}mbad. (xod bloss you. ‘

g Your affectionate son, !
j L G A MASTE:R

’The 01(1 lady retum@d to the I’t‘bel 1 e early, i

i ’ffm the afternoon, but somewhat cheered by her short o

. yisit. While the summons was under cousideration,
“she had made the most of such an excellent oppors

tﬁn]«ty for,poumng ‘ouﬁ Jier troubles and terrors

to a ﬁ'ieﬁdly andience. Her escort  conducted her ‘

~ to the Maharaja, who listened to what she had

t,p‘sezy,v and then sent her back into captivity. He
had no further need of her services. A_ pacific
(intercourse had been cstablished between the camps,
“and thenceforward his ambassadors might traverse
the mtcrvenmg ground without apprehension lest
a conical bullet from Tieutenant Stirling’s rifle
ahmﬂd, put an ubmpt end to the negotiations. That |
‘evening there was assembled in the Nana's tent |
& council of war, to which repaired five or six con- b
genial advisers, who, in their inmost hearts, were |
conscious that they had been bidden to a council
~of murder. One hour after dusk was the time
a,ppomwd for that accursed colloquy. A subject

i

#
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was to be broached on which few would dare to

enter until the kindly sun had veiled his face.
| History will mever cease to shudder at the deeds
* which thence resulted ; but of the words that there
| were spoken she will be content to a"blde for ever
“ 1gnoramt i

The motrow was a’ btmy dav. The first thmg
in the morning, at our invitation, Azimoolah walked
up to within half a quarter of a mile of our outposts,

accompanied by Jwala Pershad, a myrmidon of

Bithoor Palace, who, by zeal and servility, had risen
to the dignity of a brigadier. To them went forth
Moore and Whiting, together with Mr, Roche, the
postmaster. These gentlemen, whom Sir Hugh had
invested with full powers, undertook to deliver up

the fortification, the treasure, and the artillery, on

. condition that our force should ‘march out under

arms, with sixty rounds of ammunition to every
man; that carriages should be provided for the
conveyance of the wounded, the women, and the
children ; and that boats victualled with a sufficieney
of flour should be in readiness at the neighbouring
landing-place. These stipulations zmppeqred to meet

“the approval of the native commissioners; one of
 (whom volunteered the remark, We will give you
' ¢ sheep and goats also.” * ‘

. The terms were committed to paper,‘and handed




* his master to accede to our proposals, That same““ i
afternoon a trooper. bmught back a (Iocument with ol
a verbal, message to the effoct t]mt the Nana had

rHE mmmmr T L

to, Aﬂmoola,h who l}mkw up the cunlfemnce with

A pmmxse to do what he could towards persuading

no alteration to suggest, and desired that the bar-

- rack should be evacuated that very night. ki

extravagant demand produced a remoustrance omfitl
our.  part, to which the response was an insolent'

‘ ‘a.ssumnee that the Pmshwa must have his will, andf

that disobedience or even hesitation would brmg i
upon the delmquenfs the fire of all his battcnes -

that he was not so blind as to give us eredit for o
~ haying abundance of food or serviceable cannon ;
‘and, that another week’s bombardment would leave

- nnl:)ody alive to haggle with his behest. Mo this

flourish of Oriental vanity Whiting replied in good

English style, that, if Seereck Dhoondoo Punth

~wanted the intrenchment, he had only to come
(and take it; that his soldiers knew the way thither

- and the way back again ; and that, if the worst came

- to the worst, there was powder enough in our maga-.

- zine to blow into the Ganges everything south of

VR
A
L
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the Canal, This last allusion closed the contmvemy il

The Maharaja consented that we should delay the

embarkation Al morning, and accorded a most gra-
cious reception to Mr. Todd, who formerly had been
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his Englmh mi:or, and. who naw pwvaﬂed upon bim,
without difficulty, to sign his worthless name on the
margin of the treaty. Men gwe easily what COsts
© them nothing. The Nana mformed his old acquain-

tance that arrangements should be made to enable.

our countrymen to breakfast and dine on board, and
 start comfortably in the cool of the evening, The
- servants, he said, had better siay behind, as ladies
could look to their own wants on the ¥ oya,gﬁ W hwh‘
was true, God knows. ; | !

There was much 'to be dane that mghl:. On_-t:he&
’lone side preparations were on foot for a departure ;
on the other, measures were being taken that the
| departure should never be. Toolass Singh, the ma-
gistrate of the city, sent for the principal persons
who gained their living by letting boats on hire, and
ordered them to provide conveyance for five hundred
passengers.  They declared themse]veﬂ unable o
fulfil his injunctions, a refusal on which, after the
. pe-establishment of British rule, they insisted as an

 irrefragable proof of loyalty. It is more likely that
they were influenced by a rational doubt as to whe-
ther they would ever see the colour of the Nana's
money. Hoolags Sing, however, knew what he was
_about, as appears from the pathetic language of one
of the sufferers. © “ I told him,” says Buddhoo, aged
forty years, “that, when I received orders from the
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“ Eumpmmg m prucure bﬂats, I was, ﬂ,dmnaed;f |

- “money; and allowed a month or fifteen days to
“ eollect the same, and that it was 1mp@aﬁ1we to
0 pmaum boats on so short a notice, On this he‘ i

“ was much annoyed, and said I was only puttmg‘ i

i hlm off, and ordered his attendants to take me,
« give me a good beating, and make me get boats,
“They did as ordered, kepts me there the whole
“ night, baamntg ‘me, and threatened to blow mie .

¢ from guns if 1 did not, comply with their requests

L 'm:my continued threatening me till 12 A2 - but
“1 did not get them any boats.” Buddhoo's com~
panions had more regard for their sking; and, being
not unwccuatomed to this mode of carrying on a
commercial transaction, after a due modicum of
‘vapulation discovered that they could muster two
dozen barges between them. These were punted
down ’thei*i%er,’aﬂd moored af the appointed spot.
Presently a committee of English officers, riding
upon elephants, and guarded by native troopers,
arrived for the purpoge of inspecting the procesdings
and reporting progress. These gentlemen expressed
great vexation at the dilapidated state of the little
fleet. Four hundred workmen were at once engaged,
% and set to repair the thatch of the roofs, and con-
struct o temporary flooring of bamboo. Durmg the
pmsence of our countrymen sowme provisions were
Q
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 brought along and placed on board, with & cons
siderable show of assiduity : but they were not sabis~
fied with all that they saw, and still less with what‘
they scemed fo hear, Some sepoys, idling. on the
. bank, interspersed their talk with frequent ropetlv

L Wms of the word kutble,” whmh bemg mterprutad |

‘ 13 % massacre.” ,

- And so the stage had beon aelacted Whereon to
fmact the tragedy. Hoolass Sing had furnished the
properties ; Azimoolah had composed the plot ; and
there lacked only a skilful nmanager, who should
distzibute the parts, instruct the actors, and dispose
the supernumaries. The Nana could discover many
a one among lms pimps and pammfeﬂ suited to such
8. job as far as moral constitution was concerned.
In his familiar circle there was no dearth of fellows
by the hand of nature marked, quoted, and signed
to do a deed of shame. But in that degenerate
circle there was only a single courtier who had
retained something of the old Mahratta dash and
martial craft, Tantia T’)pee was destined ere long
to demonstrate that he could run away every whit as
successfully as those chieftains who more than half a
century before wearied out the hot pursuit of Lake
and Wellesley ; and on this particular occasion he
evinced gualities which might have secured to him a
share of fame in a cause less detestable to Glod and
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- man. TLaurels were not to be reaped in that contest:
The due meed for such victors was a wreath of =
cypress and a neckla,ce of hemp. But the bad deed

was right cleverly done. Among all the feats of arms
performed by the rebel forces during the eighteen

~months which succeeded the explogion at Meerut,
no operation was so perfect in all its parts, so able in

desngn, and so prosperous in execution, as the me-
morable treachery of Cawnpore. |

. The Suttee Chowra Ghaut, or landing-place, lay i

s}iort mile to the north-west of our intrenchment,
At this point a ravine runs into the Ganges, after
erossing at a right angle the main roud, which is
distant three hundred yards from the river. During
summer the bed of the stream is dry, and presents
the appearance of a sandy lane of irregular width,
uneven with frequent lumps of broken soil, and
inclosed on either side within high banks crowned
by decaying fences. Standing half way down this
passage the tourist sees behind him a bridge which
earries the highway across ‘the defile, the rails of
which, then as now coated with white paint, have
little of an Oriental aspect, and remind him for an
instant of a bit in a Surrey common. On reaching
the shore he finds himself in an open space, some
| hundred and fifty yards long and a hundred deep,
bounded in the rear by a precipitous rising ground
Q 2 )
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surmounted thh prmldy pear, in fmnt by the

_Ganges, and to the left by the ruins of what in

1867 was the village from which the Ghaut takes o ’
name.  On his right hand rises a picturesque temple,

- dedicated to the patron dmty of fishermen, small but ‘
. vin good repair, resembling nothing so much as

 those” summer-houses of a eentury back which at

. * the corners of old gardens overhang Duteh c-ma;ls o

‘and suburban English bywags. Passing down the |
wall of thig edifice a steep ﬂaght of steps terminates
in the very water of the river, so that a man cannob

round the comer without wading. This is the scene |

where the traveller experiences to the full the sen-
timent of the gpirit of Cawnpore. = In other quarters
of the station there ate objects which evoke nc light
and transient feelings. It is painful to trace the
faint line of the fortifications, and recognise the site

of the barrack which contained so much sorrow and

' agony. It 18 mterestmg to observe the neat gardem
that strives to beguile away the associations which
haunt, the well of evil fame, and to peruse the in-
scription indited by a viceregal hand. It may
gratify some minds, bencath the roof of a memorial
church that is now building, to listen while Christian

orslnp is- performed above a spoti which once re-

sounded with ineffectual prayers and vain ejacula- ‘

tions addressed to quite other ears. But it is beside
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that little shrine on the brink of the yellow flood
that noue save they who live in the present alone can
,ﬂp%k with unaltered voice, and gaze with nndimmed
eyes Tor that is the very place itself where the act
- wWas acwmphahcd not yet transformed by votive
stone and marble.  There, at least, in the November

. evening, an Englishman may stand with bare head,

. and, under the canopy of heaven, breathe a silent

| petitien“for grace to do in his generation some small
thing bowards the conciliation of races estranged by a
'temble memory.

. In the course of the Friday evening Tantia Topee
‘Waa closeted with the Nana, and, on leaving, gave
orders that five guns and as many hundred picked
 musketeers should be mustered at the landing-place

. two hours before daybreak. He likewise enjoined
certain among the rebel nobles to be in attendance
with their followers at the same rendezvous. The
“cavalry soldiers, to whom the design was imparted,
exclaimed against such a dastardly breach of faith,
and would not be convinced until the Maharaja him-
gelf took the trouble to assure them, on the authority
of a royal Brahmin, that according to his ereed it |
was permissible to forswear at such a juncture ; and
that, for his own part, when the object was to an-
‘nihilate an enemy, he would not hesitate to take a
false oath on burning oil or holy water,
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At the presscmbed ume, Tantia Topve fmmd lus
pover assembled on the bank, and straightway pro-
ceeded to make his dispositions. One gun, under
the charge of a detachment, was placed among
the ruins of Mr. Christie’s house, which, from 2 con= il
 siderable height above the stream, commanded the,
. whole line of boats, A strong body of sepoys took
' cover behind the village of Suttee Chowra. A
 squadron of troopers "Qoncealéd themselves to the

south of the Fisherman's Temple. A couple of

sections were secreted in and about some timber,
| Whmh lay ready to be shipped away ; while a mixed
purty ‘of horse and foot were told off to follow
our garrison, with directions to form up on the
“wooden bridge as soon as the English rear-guard
had entered the ravine, and thus cut off the single
avenue of escape. A fieldpices, protected by a
company of infantry, was posted a quarter of a mile
down the river: and at a somewhat wider interval
was stationed a third gun and another company.
. On the opposite shore, directly facing the mouth
of the lane, stood two cannon, guarded by an entire
~ battalion of infantry and a regiment of cavalry,
. who had recently attached themselves to t;he in-
| surrection. '

The boats, some few excepted hav,(i been hduled
info the shallows, and wo  literally resting on the



. gand,  They were of the ordinary country build;
 thirty feet from stem to stern, and twelve feet in
' the beam. They were covered in by a heavy roof

of straw, with a space at cither end left open for

the stecrsman and the rowers, At a distance they

had the air of floating haystacks, rather than of
vessels ; and, 'indeed, were not unlike the Noah's
ark of our nurseries, both in their outlines and in
the number of their crew. Tantia called the boat

men together, and bade them hold themselves pre-

pared, at a given signal, to fire the thatch, and make

for the shore; and then, secure of the issue, mounted |

the stairs of the little temple, there to await, amidst
a crowd of armed retainers, the outcome of his able
combinations. The men in ambush chattered, and
shivered, and munched their cold rice, and shared
the alternate pipe; and the Mussulmans in the
various groups performed a leisurely obeisance to-
wards the rising sun, not sorry when his rays broke
through the chill mist of the morming; and the
bargemen gathered round fires heaped with a larger
supply of charcoal than the economic Hindoo is
wont to expend upon the preparation of his frugal
breakfast. .

All was quiet in the intrenchment. = Brigadier |

Jwala Pershad, with two companions, came overnight

to Sir Hugh Wheeler, and announced that the trio

THE TREACHERY. g
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| Were to remain untxt the. embarkafmn s’ hoatagea M
| for the good faith of the Peishwa.  The plavsible
 Hindoo made hlmsﬂlf exceedingly agreeable to his

hasst 3 condoled with the General upon the privations

‘which he had undwrgumm 50 trying at that advanced
~ age; and intimated his disapprobation of those un-
grateful soldiers who had turned their arms against

an old and indulgent comimander. He promised

 that, as far #s in him lay, he wuuld take care that

no harm should befall us ; “and he soon had: own,mon
to submit to @ test of his good intentions, for a

rebel sentry in the outlying barracks dropped his

musket, which exploded in the fall, an accident

that called forth a rapid and wild discharge from
all the hostile batteries. Jwaln at once despatched
to the head-quarters of the enemy a message ex-

plaining the cause of the commotion, and procured
an immediate cessation of the bombardment. In

spite of this interruption, the garrison, rendered by
long suspense and wretchedness careless rather than
unsuspicious of the fature, held high festival upon

'a double ration of boiled lentils and meal-cake,
. washed down by copious draughts of water clouded

Wil
AR

with brick-dust and powdered cement. = Though
many a wish was uttered for bread, and eggs, and

‘milk-porridge, and ceurried fowls, no one dare beg

or buy of the native sutlers. And so our people

J

gl
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filled themselves with such food as they could get,
and rested as men rest who have not slept for a:x,gx%eat‘

while, and know not when they may sleep again.
There were those at hand who knew right well.
Meanwhile, a8 an earnest of our defeat, a squad of
mutineers stood guard over the shattered remains

of the glomus guns which had done all that Fnglish

iron could 'effect for the conservation of ]ﬁnghsh

~ honour and English lives.

1 On the morrow; at a very early hour, all Cawnpore
 was astiv, The townspeople poured down to the
- Janding- pla.cm by thousands ; some desirous to ca 'Qh”.
‘one more glimpse of the kind-hearted str amgem ‘who
had so long sojourned in their midst, and unfeignedly
_ gorry to see the last of such easy customers and
“such open-handed masters; others, curious to ob-
serve whether the Sahibs were much changed by
their hardships ; others, again, drawn thither by
a dim expectation that something might happen,
which it would be a pity to have missed. And the
 mutincers; and the matchlockmen, and the rabble of
* the revolt, sivarmed forth from the various dens of de-
. bauchery, and slouched off, yawning and half-armed,
to bear their part in whatever might be going on.
And Azimoolah and the brothers of the Peishwa,
accompanied by a host of nobles, mounted their
horses, and joined Tantia Topee on the platform of
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 the temple.  And the Nuna dui not sleep late, 1f'
indeed, he slept at all. . When his courtiers lad de-
parted, he dismissed his attendants, and listened in
solitude for the sounds which should announce that
‘the supreme moment had arrived, I,Ixs, mmd. was
_ not in tune for company. VR
 And our countrymen. awoke for the last tnne; |
_ There was a great deal to be thought and talked of,
but not much to be done. The packing did not
take long. Little had been brought into those hate-
ful wally, and less yet remained worth removal when
they came to break up their melancholy establish-
ment.  BSome hid about "their persons money, or
jewellery, or fragments of plate. Others seemed
to think that a bible or a book of prayers was a
treasure more likely to be of service in the coming
emergency than turquoises, and silver spoons; and
gold sovereigns. The able-bodied folk, intent on
the common safety, stuffed their hats and pockets
with ball-cartridge ; while a few, over whoge hearts,
softened by the influence of the occasion, affection
and regret held exclusive sway, bestowed all their
care upon tokens which the dying had put aside as
a legacy for the bereaved in England. Many and
strange were the relies that crossed the Indian
Ocean in the homeward-bound packets of that
autumn ; locks of hair, and  stained sleeves or
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‘ éol’{{i.i‘s, and notes scribbled on the fly-leaf o

0rderly~b00k and  pistols, of which some of the

barrels were still loaded, and others had been fived
in wain. It was then much as it had been in

the days of Troy, throughout the villages of an-

cient Achaia. “The household knew those whom |

(¢t sent forth to the war: but, instead of the

“men, an wrn and a poor handful of ashes alone |

- peturned.”
 And now beg&n to make itself felt a strong dis-

~inclination to quit for ever the place where so much
had been done and suffered ; a frame of mind which
afterwards was remarked among the besieged at
Lucknow who outlived the relief of the Bresidency.
~ Death, in one of the forms with which all had lately
grown so conversant, and among associations that,
if not dear, were at any rate familiar, seemed prefer-
able to novel exertions and untried perils. More
than one young subaltern who, a month previously,
would have been ashamed to confess to an emotion,

stole ten minutes to pay a farewell visit to the loop~

~ hole at which, on the morning of the great assault,
he had fought till his shoulder was blue, and his
rifle clogged with lead ; or to stand with wet cheeks
in a nook of the hospital, sacred to his first great

grief.  Not & few peered down the,well that lay

outside the breastwork, with a tacit adieu to those
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whom they Ieaft behmd and o wish f/hat m had i
pleawad God to umm thf*m, even there. 11
If a start was to be made before the advan@mg
‘ day had dwpelled the freshness of dawn, there was
no time to be lost. A crowd of carriages and beasts
of burden had gmdua.lly assembled outside the
porth-wostern  corner of the mbrenahment» ‘ Some
of the women and children dlapoaed themselves in
the bullock-carts, ‘while others climbed up to an in-
secure seat on the padded back of an elephant, A
fine animal, equipped with a state bhowdah, and
steered by the Peishwa’s own driver, had been sent
for the accommodation of Sir Flugh Wheeler. The
| Gieneral was touchied by the attention; but (un-
willing, it may be; to form a conspicnous object in
n cortige so far from triumphal) after secing his
wife and daughters sufely mounted in the place of
honour, he ensconced himself in a palanquin, which
e never left alive.  Our soldiors bestowed their dis-
abled comrades in the litters, without receiving the
slightest assistance from the native bystanders. It
was cruel work, the loading of this mournful train.
 The inexperienced good-will of that amateur ambu-
lance corps occasioned grievous agony to some who
_ought not to have left their beds for months, and to
some who should never have been moved again, |

A number of sepoys mmgled with the thrcmg of
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Enghsh peuplex, and entered into conversatmn with
the gentlemen under whom they had formerly served.
OM and all, they ‘expressed lively admiration for |
 the tnaccountable obstinacy of our defence. . Many |
spoke with commiseration of the distressing condi-
tion to which those had been reduced for whom they
_ entertained so deep a respeet; inquired eagerly
after their missing officers ; and leamed their fate
. with tﬁa‘rﬂj& conduct which none who have studied
the Hindoo character can attribute to sheer dissimu-
lation. ' Less equivocal were the demonstrations
displayed towards their employers by certain among
the better class of domestics. The head bearer of
C’olonel Williars, who commanded the Fifty-sixth
befum the mutiny, deserves to tell his own simple
story. He says, “Even after the cossation of hos-
“ tilities, we were not allowed to go and see our
% yasters. 'On the moring of the twenty-sixth of
¢ June, three officers of the Fifty-sixth, Goad,
% Fagan, and Warde, mounted on elephants, and
% {wo Europeans, whose names and regiments I don’t
¢ know, mounted on another elephant, came out
“of the intrenchments aund went to the river, to
“ jngpect the boats. ,The Fardener and I, taking
% gome grapes, went up tosthe officers, and told them
¢ that we were in a starving condition, and wanted
“to come to our masters in the intrenchment.
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* They: amd, ‘Nm yw cmxt; come mth us, bu* w&‘
“ ¢ shall come onut to-morrow, and ymx shall acwm-. |
“spany us to Allahabad in boats. | ‘Goad E%hlb |

“ and Warde Sahib gave me each two rupees.  They

¢ told me that my master had died a natural death 3
“ that my mistress was well, but slightly wounded ;
 “and that Miss Mary was dead. Her death was
$ cansed by fright at the cannonade, and that she
4 was not wounded.  On the tw enty-seventh of June,

“ g little before six AM; a8 many as. could walk came
“ outs some of the wounded in' doolies, others of
 whom were left behind, The party from the in-
# trenchment was surrounded by sepoys. I had
4 great dlﬂiuﬂty in reaching my mistress. T applied
# to Annundeedeen, the Havildar-Major of the Fifty-
¢ gixth, who said the thing was impossible. 1 ap-
“« pealed to him, and begged him to remember the
“ kindness he had received from the Clolonel. ' After
¢ persuasion, he said that he could not show bis face
“ before the Colonel's lady, but directed four sepoys
“ to take me to my mistress, and prevent my being
¢ disturbed. I was then taken to my mistress, with
“whom were her two daughters, Miss Georgiam;
“ and Miss Fanny., They were in wretched plight s
“ georched and blistered by the sun. My mistress
% had a slight bullet-wound on the upper lip. She
“ said that my master had died on the eighth of
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“ June, ‘; My miatréés then ¢ askéd about the property |

“ Joft in the house, and_ inquired about all the ser--

f vants, and espeolally after the cook. Sha then told'
“ e to go and fetch him, ag she Wauted him to go
i down to Allahabad with her; and told me to go to
“ her son in the Hiils, and inform him of all that had

i “ oceurred.  She told me to make every endeavour

| ey Jmn her son as soon as the roads should be
i open, and to show him the spot where the Colonel
“ was buried. I told her I did not know the spot,

“ E:he said the groom who had remained with them
“‘,m the intrenchment would show it to me.” To
judge from the attachment of her servants, Mrs.
Williams must have rled her household like a frue '
lady of the kindly old Anglo-Indian school, |
.. No prayer was smd no blessing invoked, no puss—
over eaten before that inauspicious exodus. Moore
went about,.from group to group, and impressed
upon his colleagues that it would be idle to attempt
to preserve order in the embarkation. His instruc-
tions were to push off as soon as all had heen got
on board, and make for the opposite shore, where
further arrangements might be completed at leisure
and in comparative safety. And then a drink of
water was handed in at the door of each palanquin,
and the expedition set forth. A mob of peasants
at once rushed upon the deserted premises, and
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spread themselves about i queﬂh of plunder. They‘ N
might have spared their pains. A Lamelwm(lm, who
entered among the first, saw nothing lexcept “three
# useless brass guns that had been split, two leathern
% bottles of liquid butter, & sack of fine flour, and
% the bodies of eleven Eumpeam. They were on
i qmlts on the floor, some of them still breathing,
% thaugh dying from severe gmm;hot wounds.” |

| The show was not such as wonld daze a yulgor
 eye: but in the soul of those with whom glory is not
skin-deep, the retinue of an imperial coronation
would fail to inspire the reverence excited by that
ragged and spiritless a'valeade.  First came the
men of the Thirty-second regiment, their dauntiess
captain at the head -~ thinking little, as ever, of the
 past, but much of the future j—and so marching
wneonscious towards the death which he. had ‘often
courted.  Then moved on the throng of naked
bearers, groaning in monotonous cadence beneath
the weight of palanquins, through whose sliding
panels m1ght be dlsuerned the palhd fﬂrms of the

sleeves, and 01(1 stoc kmgs, and rstwps of gnwn and
 petticoat. Mayhap, as they jolted along, they fed
their sickly fancies with o listless anticipation that
the hour was not remote when they might forget the
miserable present amidst the joys of ice; and lemon-
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‘ade, and clean sheets, and nourighruent more appe:
tising than parched grain and bad pease-porridge.
Behind these creaked a caravan of carts, dragged
by bullocks, on which were huddled ladies used to
a very different equipage; while here and there

paced a stately elephant, his tusks adorned with .
rings of brags, and his forehead painted in grotesque e
 patterns, 'who, perchance, a century back, was
tugging a gun across the field of Plassey, and who
~ now bore a cluster of English women and childrén
~ clinging nervously to the ropes which encircled his
huge girth. And next, musket on shoulder and
~ revolver in belt, followed they who could still walk
and fight. = Step was not kept in those ranks. Little
was there of martial array, or soldierlike gait and
 attitude. Tace might not be seen, nor embroidery,
nor facings, nor uniforms which could be recognised
at the Horséguards or smiled on in county ball-
. rooms. In discoloured flannel and tattered nankeen,
. mute and in pensive mood, tramped by the remnant
of the immortal garrison, These men had finished
their.toil and had fought their battle : and now, if
hope was all but dead within' them, there mxrwvcd
“at least, no residue of fear, ‘

The last to quit the intrenchment was Major
Vibaiift, ‘of the Second Cavalry. He brought up the
rear of our column alone, amidst a numerous escort

R
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of mutmeara belougmg to hls late r'egimont whu ‘

ingisted on conveying his luggage down to the land-

_ing place ;—-a marked instance of ‘complaisance on

_ the part of these gentlemen trocvpers. There were

many, however, among the rebels, who no longer
thought it worth while to dissemble. Lady Wheeler’ 5

Ayah, o fow minutes before, had been. presented by

her mistress with a bag of rupees ag an acknow-
' ledgment of her fidelity. She now was forced to

exchange her treasure for a slash with a sabre.

Some sepoys, who had stood by us to the last, were
seized and carried off in spite of the urgent expostu-
lations of their adjutant: and the hour approached |

when a brave woman was to meet that face to face,

the bitterness of which, to repeat her own language, |

had already been tasted many, many times. Clolonel
and Mrs. Ewart had started late ; she on foot; he
on a bed, carried by four native porters, From one
cause and another they made slow progress. [The
bearers were lazy; and paid no attention to a Mem
Sahib, whose hushand, prostrate with wounds, was
unable to enforce her orders with his cane. Gradu-
ally the main body drew farther and farther ahead
of the helpless pair ; who, at length, like  sick child

dreaming that he is kidnapped by gipsies, saw the

e

backs of the English rear-guard disappear round

a distant corner. As the litter came abreast of
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":Stw Johns Chum’h seven or elght raSca,la beIongmg
to the Colonel's own battalion stepped up; bade the
porters set down their load and stand back; and

 began to mock ‘their victim, saying: “Is not ,thl.s_

“fine parade, and is it not well dressed up?” They

 then hewed him in pieces with their swords, and
 afterwards turned to Mrs. Ewart, and desired her to
_ throw down whatever she had about her, and go her

. ways, for that she was a woman, and they would not

' kill her.. Slie took out of her dress a piece of stuff,
with something tied up in it, and delivered it to one
of the gang, who thereupon cut her down dead,

Those who loved her, and they were many, could

not have wished it otherwise.

Presently the van reached the white mﬂq of the
wooden bridge, and, leaving them on the left hand, .
turned aside into the fatal ravine, A vast mulu-* f"\

tude, speechless and motionless as spoctres, w‘xbc‘ned b

their descent into that valley of the shadow of death
Only some sepoys, gazing on the trappings of the
elephants, said one to another ; ¢ They are taken ouf !
“of their fortress grandly. They go gladly. They
“know not what is before them. Now let them
“vepent of their misdeeds, and ask pardon of God.” '

Soon Tantia Topee, who for some while past had
‘been anxiously glancing towards the west, saw the

white faces and gleaming bayonets ; saw the dark
R 2 ;



tops of the palanqums dancing up and down ; saw
the howdahs swaying from right to left above the
. soa of heads. Then he called to a bandsman who
' was in attendance, and directed him to proceed
‘up the lane, and sound his bugle when once the
 Europeans were well within the trap, Slowly, very
slowly, with many a halt and many an entangle-
‘ment, the unwieldy mass of men and brutes wound
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| : a.lung the bed of the torrent.

. And now the last Enghshman wz\lkc‘d downfintof
the lane; and immediately the troops who had been
~ appointed to that duty formed a double line across

the mouth of the gorge, and told all who were not
concerned to retire and keep aloof, for that within
that passage there was no admittance save on one
baleful business, Meantime the embarkation was
progressing under serious difficulties. = No  fem-
_porary pier had been provided, nor even a plank
to serve as gangway. None of the Hindoo boatmen)
or bearers spoke a word or lent a hand, while, stand-|
ing knee-deep in the stream, our officers hoisted'
in the wounded and the women, 'Already they
were themselves preparing to scramble on board;—
already the children were rejoicing over the sight of
some boiled rice which they had discovered in the
corner of a barge ;—when, amidst the sinister ailence
which prevailed, the blast of a bugle came pealing
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| dnwn ﬁhe cieﬁl& Thereupon the native rowers m.ped \

| into the water, and splashed towards dry ground ; while | ",
those very troopers who had conducted Major Vibart |

from the barrack with such professions of esteem

discharged their carbines at the nearest vessel, The .

? Englishmen, whose rifles were handy, at once opened
fire, some on the traitorous crews, others on the hypo~
 eritieal scwndrelﬂ who had commenced the attack.

But of a sudden several of the straw roofs burst
into a flame, and almost the entirve fleet was blazing
in the twinkling of an eye. The red-hot charcoal
had done its work. At the same moment from
either shore broke forth a storm of grape and mus-
ketry,  To the imagination of our countrymen,
oppressed and bewildered by the infernal tumul,
it seemed that the land was alive with a hundred
cannon and a myriad of sharpshooters.  The
wounded perished under the burning thatch, while
all who could shift for themselyes dropped into the
river, Of the ladies, some crouching beneath the
overhanging prows, some wading up to their chins
along the shelving bottom, sought shelter from the
bullets, which sprinkled the surface like falling rain.
The men set their shoulders against the planking,
and tried to launch off into the mid-current. But he
who had chosen those moorings never intended that
the keels should leave the sand-bank on which they lay.
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All thé hoats shuck fast, save a poor threc, of which
two drifted across to the Oude bank into the jaws
of the perdition which in that quarter also awaited

. their inmates, The third got clear away from the

shallows, and floated steadily down the main channel.
Whether fortuitously, or by the attraction of like to
like, it so befell that the flower of the defence was
congregated between those bulwarks. There were
Vibart ; and Whiting, good at need ; and Ashe, be-
reaved of his beloved nine-pounder; and Delafosse

of the burning gun; and Bolton, snatched once

mote from present destruction.  There was Moore,
with his arm slung in a handkerchief; and Blenman,

'the bold gpy; and ‘Glanville of Barrack Number

Two ; and Burney of the south-east battery. Fate

seemed willing to defer the hour "which should ex-

tinguish those noble lives. ‘ )
When, after the lapge of some twenty minutes,

' the dead began to outnumber the living ;—when the

fire slackened, as the marks grew few and far be-

| tween ;~—then the troopers who had been drawn up
" to the right of the temple plunged into the river,

sabre between teeth, and pistol in hand. Thereupon
two half-caste Christian women, the wives of mu-
sicians in the band of the Fifty-sixth, witnessed a
scene which should not be related at second-hand.
“In the boat where I was to have gone,” says Mrs,
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Bradxshaw, cénﬁrmed throughout by Mrs etts; L

“ was the ‘schoolmistress and twenty-two missies.
« (feneral Wheeler came last, in a palkee. They
¢ carried him into the water near the boat. I stood
“close by, He said ‘Carry me a little further
“ ¢ powards the boat.” But a trooper said: ‘Noj
¢ got out here, As the general got out of the
o palkee, head foremo;:st, the trooper gave him a cab
< with his sword into the neck, and he fell into the
“ water. My son was killed near him. T saw it:

| S5 alast alas!  Some were stabbed with bayonets j

“ others cut down. Little infants were torn in
“ pieces. We saw ib; we did; and tell you only
“ what we saw. Other children were stabbed and
/% thrown into the river. The school girls were burnt
%6to death. 1 saw their clothes and hair cateh
“ five. In the water, a few paces off, by the next
“ boat, 'we saw the youngest daughter of Colonel
% Williams. A sepoy was going to kill her with his
“ bayonet. She said, My father was always kind
% %to gepoys.  He turned away, and just then a
“yillager struck her on the head with his club,
« and she fell into the water.” These people like-
wise saw good Mr. Monerieff, the clergyman, take a
‘book from his pocket that he never had leisure to
open, and heard him commence o prayer for mercy
which he was not permitted to conclude, Amnother
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“deponent. obsewed B Iunmpeun nwkmg fov a drain
like a scared water-rat, when some boatmen, armed
with cudgels, cut oﬁ his. retreaﬁ and beat him dowu
dead into the mud. ,

. At this point those Enghshmen who had Iwrned
, to, use their limbs in the water, perceiving that all
was lost, with a hurried last look and a parting
shudder, stripped, and made for Vibart's boat,
which just then was aground not far from the
opposite shore. Thomson swam, and Private Mur-
phy, neither for the last time.  Three cavalry soldiers
chased Lieutenant Harrison on to a swmall island
two hundred yards from the land.  One only waded
back again, quicker than he came ; while Harrison
made the best of his way to the stranded vessel,
and clambered over the side, satisfied at having
taught his pursuers that it was never safe to trifle
with a Sahib, as long as he had breath in his body
and a charge in a single chamber. Few were
vigorous or fortunate as he. Their strength failed
some ; while more than one stout swimmer, shot
dead in the middle of his stroke, rolled over and
sank amidst the reddening tide. Of the two Hen-
dersons, the younger went down in his brother's
sight; while the elder hardly struggled in with a
shattered hand through the pattering mitraillade.
At length all were on board who had not disappeared
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below the waves'; and, by dint of hard shovmgg, the

boat scraped herself off the shoal, and continued

her sluggish and devious course ;—that haplems Argﬂ

thh her freight of heroes.

S At nine, or half-past nine in the morumg, ,
writes Nanukchand, who was in hiding at a neigh-
bouring village, “1 heard the report of cannon,
“ and immediately despatched niy servant for news,
“and to learn why guns were being fired. At about

“ noon, more or less, he returned, and reported that L
“the people who came to bathe in the Ganges = =
“informed him that the intrenchment had been =

“taken by the rebels, and the corpses of Furopeans I

. % were floating down the river. The villagers ex- |

« oloim, in their village dialect, that the Glanges has
« turned ‘erimson, and it is impossible to look upon
“it.  The terror and alarm that now seizes me
“ haffles description. It seems sacrilege to take

% any sort of food or drink. I can think of nothing

“ but moving about from side to side with terror,”
Besides Nanukchund, there was another, whose
agitation, arising from very different passions, dis-
played itzelf by the same noticeable symptom. A
rich Hindoo, even though he be not of such gross
habit as was the Nana, never walks a step unless
under dire compulsion: and yet, during the early

forenoon, Dhoondoo Punth seldom rested quiet in
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his chair, but paded to and fro in front of his tent,
strmmng his ears to eatch the noise of horse-hoofs.
At last a trooper gal]oped down with the tidings
that all was going well, and the Peishwa would soon
. obtain ‘ample compensation for his ancient wrong.

" The Mubsxaja bade the courier return to the field of

action, bearing a verbal order to keep the women
alive, but kill all the males. By the time Tantia's
aidle-de-camp returned to his chief, the latter in-
junction appeared all but superfluons ; though there
“was still something to be done. The sepoys posted
* on the Qude bank had excepted certain Englishmen
from ‘the slaughter of the two boatfuls which had
. fallen into their hands. These, to the sum of
seventeen, they nesv sent over as their contribution.
- On reference being made to the Maharaja, he
glamous]y acknowledged the present, and desired a
firing-party to be told off ; suggesting, however, that
powder should not be wasted on the wounded. His
directions were obeyed to the letter. A couple of
files were likewise detached to see that the sufferers
who still lingered in the mtrenchmcnt dld not take
too long to die. ‘ :
Meanwhile the women and ohlldren, whom the
ghot had missed and the flames spared, had been
collected ‘and brought to land in evil case. Many
were pulled out from under the charred woodwork
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o boate and otht,rs were driven up from four feei;

g

| depth of Water Before they emerged from: the

tiver, some “of the ladlm were roughly handled by
the ‘ﬂroopws, ‘who tore away such ornamenuts as
caught their faney with little regard for ear or finger.

But, when all had been assembled on the landing- |

place, sentries were posted around, with a strict

| charge to suffer no one to molest the prisoners. There

thu,r sat, o hundred and twenty and five by count,
some on logs of timber, and others in the trodden
sand, a very feeble company in sore distress. Their
destitution aroused the compassion of a party of
water-carriers, who gave them drink out of the skin’s
mouth, as they cowered beneath the pitiless sun.
On the shore of the Glanges, in the midst of that
devilish horde, those English girls and ‘matrons
abode txll the morning was ulmost spent. | And then
they were led back along the road which they had
traversed a few hours before ; not as they came, for

nothing was left them now, save a new grief and a
sharper terror.  In front, behind, and on either side,
| sy gu{ along a crowd of sepoys, exulting with an un-
_ holy joy, a and rich with inglorious spoils, This one

carried a girdleful of rupees and broken jewellory.
That had secared a double-barrelled fowling-piece,
marked with @ name illustrious in the London trade.
Another dragged a fine setter or Skye terrier, the
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pndc of some eadet who, in too harsh a school, had
taken his first and last lesson of war. They started
beside the Fisherman's Temple. They threaded the
winding lane. They plodded wearily past the white
railing and the Buropean bazaar; past the chapel,
and the racket-court, and the rinous intrenchment.
Through the disputed line of outposts, and across
the plain they weut, until the procession halted be-
- fore the pavilion of the Maharaja; who, after re«
\ viewing his captives, ordered them to be transported
- to the Savada House, and there confined until
| further notice. Tywo larrre rooms, where ‘& number

_of native soldiers had slept nightly during the pre-
vious month, were cleared out for their veception ;
and a guard placed over them from the vanks of the |
~ Bixth regiment, which had lately mm'ched in from |

Allahabad. i

“1 saw that many of the ladies were wounded,”
says one who watched them go by. =  Their clothes
“ had blood on them. Two were badly hurt, and had
“ their heads bound up with handkerchiefs.  Some
“were wet, covered with mud and blood ; and some
“ bad their dresses tor, but all had clothes. I saw
“ one or two children without ‘clothes.  There were
“ nomen in the party, but only some boys of twelve
“ or thirteen years of age.” Another eye-witness
vemarks : “ The ladies’ clothing was wet and soiled,



=

TH"E TREA(”HERY

“ and mnm ot them were ”barefaot. Many were

“ wonnded.  Two of i.hem ¥ observed well, a,s*‘u'

“ heing wounded in the leg and under the arm.”’
To such & plight had come the bloom which once,
fresh from the breezes of “home, charmed  and

puzded Caleutta ; and the {oilettes whose importa-

tion ‘and ‘inspection Supplied matter for a month’s
mmecture, and a week's happy oceupation. Where
were now. ‘the tact, the cultivation, and all the inde-

finable graces of refined womanhood ?  Simplicity

and aﬁ'ectatmn, amiability and pride, coquetry and

reserve, discrotion and sweet susceptibility, were

here confounded in a dull uniformity of woe.
Four Englmhwomen, and three others of mixed

‘parentage, were appmprmted and carried off by the
soldiers of the Second Cavalry : a corps which, now

that the fighting was over, never lost an opportumty

of distinguishing itself. These men were summoned

| into the presence of the Nana, who remonstrated
' | with them at some length, and insisted that the
' whole seven should be restored without delay. It

may be that he regarded his prisoners as hostages,
and wag unwilling that they should be scattered
about in places where he could inot lay his hand
upon them at the precise moment when his life or

power wight he at stake. 'All obeyed promptly,

with the exception of Ali Khan, a young trooper,



deseribed as Q'f “q fair ec:amplv-xum helght aboui:
“ five feet seven mc-hes long nose ; dark eyes ; wears
% a beard and small mousiiihe. This fellow had
solected, as his share of the booty, the youngest
daughter of Sir Hugh. He must baye been one of
‘a pair who were observed “leading away from the
“ boats a lady on horseback. She wore a green
| ¢ chints gown, which appeared to be wet. She
| % geemed to be elghteen or nineteen years of age.”
Ali Khan now contrived to spread a report that his
victim flung herself down a well, after killing her
captor, his wife, and his three children. Iis de-
vice met with extraordinary success. In Hindos-
tan it is never a very difficult matter to find
witnesses who will swear to anything; and, before
long, a private in the Second began to remember
that he had been passing his comrade’s door when
Miss Wheeler came out, with a sword in her hand,
and said: “ Qo in and see how nicely T have rubbed
“ the Clorporal's feet.” Another individual, blessed
with an elastic memory, had been present at the
dragging of the well, and had seen * Missy Baba
“ taken out, dead and swollen.” The impudent
fabrication was generally accepted in the city and
the cantonments; and met with ready credence in
England, where the imaginations of men were ex-
cited by a series of prurient and ghastly fictions,

" end | o4 WNPORE.
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“:Under one shape or zmother the mcxdent long went
the rmmcl ofl prwmcml theatres, and sengation
magazines, and popuL.. 1ecture*s illustrated with
digsolving . views. Meanwhile the poor girl was

living quietly in. the family of her master under o

Mahomedan name,  Our police made diligent in- o
qQuiries, whmh resulted in a strong conviction that

she had accompanied the flight of the rebels, and,

, Lafter being hurried about from camping-gronnd to

c&mpmg -ground, had met a natural death in a cor-

ner of Nepaul. She was by no means of pure

English blood.  To some the very statement of the
fact may appear heartless, but truth demands that it 3 Y

should be made. ,
The ladies on board the surviving vessel had no

reason to congratulate themselves on their fortune :

for they were embarked on a voyage which, for con-
centrated misery, has no parallel even among the
narratives of famous shipwrecks so dear to the
taste of our forefathers. Soon after leaving the
ghore, Major Vibart had taken a large party off a
sinking boat; so that more than fivescore persons
were crowded into a space which could barely ac-
commodate fifty. It was difficult to propel the
eraft, and impossible to guide her. A shot from
the southern bank sent her spinning round in the

‘current, with a broken rudder ; and the native boat-
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. men had taken good care to leave behind neither.

e oar nor pumt-pole. Alﬁernate}y stmndmg and ﬁmft—

ing ; paddling with planks torn from the bulwarks,
and t{rymg to steer with & spare stretcher; our coun-
trymen tended down towards Allahabad at the rate of
half a wile an hour, under a shower of canister and
shells from either bank. “ We were often,” says
~ Thomson, “within a hundred yards of the guns on
“the Oude side of the river; and saw them load,
“prime, and fire into our midst.” Presently the
bullocks which drew the sepoy artillery broke down
in the deep send of the Ganges; but' incessant
volleys of musketry, at point blank range, allowed
out countrymen little leisure to rejoice over the m-»
termission of the cannonade. iy ]
That day dismissed to Hades many vahanl. souls
of warriors, and left their bodies a prize for dogs and
every kind of fowl. But the will of God was accom-
. plished.  Ashe and Bolton leaped out to help haul
the boat off a sunken bank : and a few minutes later
she proceeded on her way without those two young
- Bahibs whom a thousond bullets had spared to perish
- here. Moore, regardless of an ill-set collar-bone, was
pushing with might and main, when & musket-ball
pierced his gallant heart. One and the same round
shot at length killed Burney, and at length Glanville;
and so maltreated a third officer that it would have
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bﬂen well had he dled hkewme. . The woun.ded amd_
‘the slain. lay entmwlnd together amidst the brokem =
ﬂﬂm‘l‘ﬂg« It wag a matter of extreme difficulty to

extricate the corpses from the bottom of the vessel;
but the desire of decreasing her draft, and t]w in-

tense heat of what proved to be the last day of that s L

- year’s dry. Weather, obliged the crew to cast ovmboard
the dear but useless cargo.

. About five o'elock that evening the boa.b sﬁttled i ! ,_‘1: H

dmm deep in the sand. OQur countrymen waited
pa,ti.ent‘ly.:ﬁill_ the sunset allowod them to disembark
the women under the screen of darkness. Having
thus lightened their unwieldy ark they set to with a
will, and succeeded eventually in gotting her adrift.
The rebels did what they could to impede the opera~
tion. They launched a fire:ship down the current,
which came within a few feet of its mark ; and,
when thi¥ contrivance had miscarried, they shot off
a flight of amows tipped with lighted charcoal.

[ Though no very skilful archers, they could not well 1

 help hitting the thatched roof which loomed through
" the dusk like the top of a great barn: so that our
poople thought it better to cut away and tumble into
the flood the entire framework of straw and bamboo

No one slept that night, and no one ate: for food
there was none on board. They had abundance of
water : for Ganges flowed beneath ; and from over-

g I
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head de%andad a hghb and refreshmg shower, the‘
unfailing precursor of the annual deluge. :
When the day broke, those of our officers Who had‘
learned the bearings of the locality dur,mg, many
a hot tramp after snipe and wild-fowl saw withl
. chagrin that they had hardly gained ten miles in
twice as many hours, And yet that dawn brought
~one last glimmer of hope. The wet weather had
arrived : the river would soon be \m@unting_rvfavstg
and nothing was to be seen of the enemy. Pre-
sently some yatives walked down the bank for their
morning wash ; and Vibart sent on shore a native
- drammer, with five rupees in his hand, and direc-
‘tions fo obtain information, and, if pmslb,la, ‘BOme
provisions. He accosted a peasant; who desisted
~ from the occupation of cleaning his mouth with a
bit of stick chewed into a tooth-brush, and listened
very civilly to what our envoy had to say. This
man undertook to procure some rice and flour, but
assured the drummer that our people would have
no further need of victuals, ag Baboo Ram Bux, a
powerful noble whose estates lay a little further
down on the Qude side, had engaged that not an
Englishman should pass his tefritory alive. He, how-
ever, showed no objection to take our money, and
went inland, leaving behind his brass drinking-vessel
to guarantec his fidelity : a pledge which he never




 ¢ame back to redeem, On hearing the reporﬁ of their
messenger the fugitives agreed to despair. After the

manner of becalmed and starving mariners, Whiting |

pencilled some lines on » serap of paper, which he

q
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“enclosed in a bottle, and committed to the stream :
the faithless stream, that ha.s never rendered up the *

sad deposit. -

At two in the afternoon the barge struck  off
a village called Nuzzufgur, which was ‘within the
boundary of Ram Bux. Straightway the shore was
covered with a multitude of feudal militia, inter-
‘mingled with sepoys and mounted troopers. A gun
was brought forward, and unlimbered ; but, while
 the artillerymen were taking their aim, there came
down from heaven that unbroken sheet of water
for which men had been looking during the puast
fortnight. The rains had begun in earnest. The
piece cOnId only be discharged once; but the storm
did not protect our people from a keen fusillade.
Whiting fell dead; and Harrison’s trasty revolver
here availed him nothing ; and dark Blenman, sorely
hurt, implored a comrade to put an end to his
wayward existence. Vibart was shot through the
arm, and his subordinates, Quin and Seppings;
while Mrs. Seppings and Captain Turner of the
First Infantry were badly wounded in the leg. After
five hours of this bitter work there hove in sight

82
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a bnat mzmmd by i y or slxty mutmeers, ar'muad1
to the teeth, who had been deputed by the Nana

1o follow and destroy the relics of our force, This ‘

vessel, likewise, ran on o sand- bzmk, not altogether

. against the inclination of the crew, who did mnot
relish the notion of forming themsclves into a

boarding-party, They liked the idea still less when

 aseore of Buglishmen came dashing at them throngh

the shallows, The half-dozen ablest swimmers alone

_ escaped to tell their master that, after all they
' had gone thr oun'h, those extraordmmy Sahlbs were
. the same as ever. ‘

Amidst pelting rain zmd freshening Wmd the
second might closed in. Faint and huangry they
sank asleep, those men who would only yield to
death, At midnight some of their number awoke,

and became conscious that they were again afloat.

It was blowing a hurricane ; the stream had risen;
and there worve found those who hoped. But d&yar
light told another story, for it revealed that they

- bad turned aside ont of the navigable channel into
- & back water, from which egress was none, And

then their vessel grounded, and the musketry recom-
menced,  Vibart, who was already dying with a ball
through either arm, desired Thomson and Delafosse
to land and beat away the enemy, while those who
remained attempted to case off the boat, The two
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 officers' selected a sergeant and eleven rank and
file of various regiments ; and the party sallied forth,
 fortunate in that it was appointed for some to tread
ouce more on English soil, and for the rest at
least to die sword in hand. They had not departed
many minutes when a host of insurgents poured
down ‘upon the helpless troop of women and
wounded men, like wolves upon a flock of sheep
deserted by their dogs. The boot was captured
~ after a short but murderous conflict, and escorted
back to Oawnpore by a strong body of horse and
S | ,
Thomson and Delafosse had enough on their handsv
already, and could do little or nothing towards
a rescue, On gaining the shore they drove the
foe in style over a considerable space; but were
imperceptibly surrounded in flank and rear by fresh
swarms of rebels. Then they faced about, and
cut their way back to the place whence they started,
bleeding, but undiminished in number. Thay recog-

lxttle bi.oop, reduwd henceforward to travel Aafoob,
followed the course of the stream ; partly on the
slender chance of catching up their lost companions;
partly frem an instinctive feeling which drew them
in the direction of Allahabad, as the wounded
rabbit makes for its burrow, or the winged partridge
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'mmmeﬁ to the neams& hudwe« I Wl‘uh an mﬁremml“_.  ‘ "]
of twenty paces between man smcl man, to logsen

the hazard of the Thostile musketr*y, they mﬂmamd“
step by step, loading and firing as ‘best they might
. mpon the hm’de of purauem Wlm ‘pressed nearer
and even nearer.  Shoeless on g, Xt‘d ground, bare-
hended beneath the burning sun, they' fought over

throe weary miles of alternate rock and sand, until W

ol but one got safe nto a little terple, or “%mmy»
house,” as it is called in the jargon spoken by the

 British privabe in Indin; & jargon which he bim- . i
self denominates “Moors.” This rustic shrine,
| situated about a hundred ymda from the river-

brink, Was just large enough to contain the thirteen
‘a8 they stood erect.  The mob of natives charged
helterakelter at the doorway, which was raised three
fest above the surroundmg earth ¢ but there was no

‘room for any of them inside, and they preﬁﬁnﬂy L

retired to a distance, except the eight or ten who
had managed to squeere themselves to the front.
Olio cannot représs a smile as she records that among
those who learned by expenenae that the rust of

the rainy season had not yet blunited the British L

bayonets was a brother of Baboo Ram Bux; the
'inllmplmble chieftain who knew mo reverence for
suppliants who had sought saurtuary in the pmcmctﬁ ‘

of his local gnds, aud who now senﬁ an exPress
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tm tha Na.na to the eﬁ'ects that the Namreneﬁ Were 0
.smll mv:nmble G A

. Our countr ymcn after his enjoyed a sbm-t reapxm,"f
dunng which they shared a pint or two of putrld

water which had collected ab the bettom of a L

_hole in the stone altar. Unfortunately the piety of
the neighbourhood had of late failed to contribute
any oblations of fruit or cakes, which would certainly

not have bsam respected by the famished Christians.

 But {the insurgents soon reburned to the attack;
made an | unguccessful attempt to dig up ‘the fﬂunda.~ i
tions ; and ﬁnaﬂy, with the view of smoking the
besieged out of their citadel, constructed and set
alight a large, pllc of faggots, Tt was not till the
‘-,f.mlemy showed signs of an intention to maml the |

~ fire with some bags of gunpowder that tha garrisom .
‘began to be seriously alarmed. ’l‘hen they rushed .

out, scattmng the embers with their bare feet, and
 leaped the parapet which -enclosed the plot of
dedwated ground. Six, who eould not swim, ran
 full into the middle of the crowd, carrying their
lives for sale to the best market. Seven reached
the bank, and flung in their firelocks, and then

themselves.  The lead in their pouohe@. dragged
them so far down that the first flight of bullets
. gplashed harmless on the troubled surface. By the
. time the sepoys had reloaded their pieces, a score
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| of mmd mtrokea had mndered our cuuntxymen by no

means easy targets for an excited Hindoo marksman,

. Two were shot through the head. Another, over-

_ come with exhanstion, turned over on his back, and

. yielded to the stream, which impelled him towards

. a shoal where his murderers were awaiting him with
. uplifted bludgeons. The others resisted the blandish-

- ments of the wily foe, who endeavoured to conx

i them within push of lance by offers of food and .

. life, and, duckmg like coots at the ﬁa.&:h of musketry,
swam, and floated, and swam again; while Ganges,
o if resenting the desecration of its holy waves by
such an Diad of bloodshed, bare bravely up the
chin of these fugitives who had confided themselves
to his protection. One by one. the hunters desisted

“fmm the chase. A trooper on horseback kbpt the

game in view for some miles s but i in ﬂle end he
| oo {fell behind, and was no more seen. b
\The four Englishmen were sitting up to thmr‘

i necks- in water, two good leagues below the point

where they first plunged, when the sound of ap-
proaching voices again sent them diving after the
manner of otters surprised by the throng of hounds
. and spearmen,  As they rose to the upper air, they

were greeted with a shout of, “Sahib! Sahib}
% Why keep away 4 We are friends.” The new-
comers, however, were so formidable in aspfec‘faﬁiand i
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 equipment; that ‘Thoms‘(m refused to come to land
untll, after a short parley, they volunteered to throw
their weapons into the river as a proof of their

‘sincerity. Their assurances of amity afforded our

~ eountrymen a passable excuse for giving in, without
inspiring any great amount of confidence. At the
very worst, a blow on the head or a thrust in the f
- chest killed more expeditionsly than drowning or
inanition, It was better to die and have done with

,.it,“ﬁhan to endure all the torment of death without |

the repose, as of late had seemed to be thein a'ppor-j ‘
‘tioned lot.  And so they turned, and swam in, |

and were helped ashore naked as Ulysses when he

was washed up on the Pheenician coast after his
wrestle with the Adriatic surf, Like him, their
knees and wrists gave way beneath them: for their
vigour was subdued by long toil among the billows :
and their bodies were livid and swollen ; and much
water oozed from mouth and nostril; and they lay
without breath, and speech, and well nigh without
life, stricken by an exceeding weariness. They had
between them a flannel shirt, a strip of linen cloth,
~ and five severe wounds, Exposure to the heat had
puffed the skin of their shoulders with huge blisters,
dﬁlf their clothes had been burned off their backs
by fire.  But they found an Alcinbus in the person
of Dirigbijah Sing, a loyal gentleman of Oude ; the
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Iand]ord of tha.t dmtrmt mﬂl %he chaeftam w whom )

their captors owed foudal allegiance. Giood-natured
. as they preve& 0 be, these fellows could. not resivk
. the temptatmu of plundering the anhshmen who ’
had been so unaccountably delivered into their

' hands. They abstracted a cap-pouchful of Thpees
“'whmh poor Murphy had tied under his right knee,

the nominal price, it may be, of some buckets drawn i

“at o risk which could not be valueﬂ in money. Aflsﬂr_
Tying for a while wrapped in blankets, the refugees

. recovered strength sufficient to allow of their being

- supported to the noarest mi.xge, over a distance
. which appeared to them more miles than it was
. furlongs in reality. They were taken to the hut
of the headman, who received them kindly, and
et before them lentil porridge, wheat cakes, and
 proserves, of which they eat like men who had
fed little and badly dyring & month past, a.ml for "
‘ﬂevenﬁ) Hoive Had tiot od st all: i o
. After & long meal and a short nap the I*.uglmb |
men set out for the fort where Dirighijali Singh

 yesided : Thomson clad with the solitary shirt, and
 Delafosse in n horrowed rug. Private Murphy and

Gunner Sullivan were suffering too much from Tecent
wounds to care about appearances, The officers
| ‘remgned to them an elephant which had boeen
 despatehed for thelr cmweyance, and  bestrode a
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. pony, like & pair of needy and valiant knights
‘belonging to a primitive order. As they passed
‘through the villages, peasants came forth with milk
and sweetmeats, and discovered that the Sahibs | | i

 had changed their opinion as to the acceptability of

- #dollies ;" those presents of Oriental daintios which
 collectors md commissioners contemptuously make
~ over to their servants, reserving a handful of pistachio
muts for the children, and a box of Cabul grapes
o improve the dessert of their next dinner-party. |

Darkness et in ere the cavaleade rode up to the

. fort of Moorar Mhow. The rajah, an old man of
venerable presence, was seated in the open air

~ encircled by his sons, his body-guard, his tenants,
and his torch-bearers, to the number of some hun-

dred and fifty persons.  He requested our country-
men to alight; inquired minutely into the story
~of the siege; evinced warm approbation of their
‘eourage, and wonder at their escape; and after pro-
‘tising his countenance and hospitality, sent them

_indoors to an abundant repast washed down with

ative wine.  Tired of everything save eating, they
mxpped right well, and then, stretched on horse-
litter and covered with a bit of carpet, the wanderers
 rested at fast.  Soundly they slumbered that night ;

and goundly, too, slumbered their six comrades,
on whom Lha moon Jooked down through her watery




o mwwwm
‘ veﬂ as they lay around the httle temple amudst t}m .
i *bmmpled brushwood, on their brow the frown of

. hatile, and in theu' breu&t the Wound that doth i

. not shame.

Here the four Tnghshmen remmned for thre@
weeks unmolested -md tolerably happy. They had

spent at least one ‘equal period of time in far leszs |

. comfortable quarters.  They wore coats and trousers

ent by a native tailor. Their hurts were poultlced "

by a native doctor. They sat down thrice a day with
 British appetites to a meal of mative food ; and,
- whenever there was nathmg else to be done they
‘,"“f‘ﬁlept Heedless of the flies, which clustered about
their bandaged limbs; careless of the future, and

| willingly oblivious of the past,—they dreamed, snd
. woke, and yawned, and shifted their straw, and

settled themselves down for another fit of drowsiness.
Azimoolah might have his eye upon them : the Nana
- might have spoken the word of doom: up to Delhi
~and down to Patna every pass might be blockaded
by a rebel post: but for the present they could doze,
morning, noon, aad eve. Their principal diversion
congisted in viewing the performance by the Rajah

i and his priests of some quaint and pretty domestic

rites. The master of the house paid them a daily
i and very pleasant visit; and his good lady sent con-
wtantly to ask after the welfare of the strongers,



THE TREACHERY. 29

whose fearless deportment under their abject and pre-
‘carious eircumstances she had noted with womanly
interest, as she gazed, herself invisible, from behind
 the fretted stone-work which fenced her verandah,
. Thomson and his companions were forbidden by" f
. their host to set foot outside the circuit of the walls;
‘a8 the vieinity was infested with rebels, who almady

‘regarded the country as their own, and appeared to |

imagine themfaelms welcome anywhere.  There wene

‘gen.emlly gome of them inside the fort, vapouring i

- about sword on thigh and matchlock in hand, and

. pestering the domestics to get them a sight of the i

Sahibs,  The soldiers of the Cawnpore brigade Wel‘ﬁﬁ“‘ |
indulged in frequent interviews with their former
‘officers, always in the presence of a detachment from
the Rajal’s body-guard, These mutineers were full
.«of the groat things that were going to be done in the
course of the next year by the armies of the religion.
A trooper had been despatched to Moscow on a
camel, and was to return with a host of Russian
Mussulmans.. Snch Englishmen as had not yet been
‘knoeked on the head were to be secured and shipped

., off at Caleutta; and afterwards the Nana would

. embark for Europe, conquer our island, and make it

1 over to Hindoo shareholders constituted into a joint-

stock Kumpani. That magic word would conjure up
a fresh train of ideas, and they would descant upon
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: the ﬂagmmt iniquity of Lm*d Dalhausle, rm& mains
 tain that, had it not been for the annesation of
Ouéle, the empire of John Kumpam might have en-
. dured for all time: Yout that it was not 8o ordained 5

? masmuch as the ancient oracles, which could not Jie,

 had allc»tted, to that empive a duration of a hundred

! yoars, and no more. This prediction came true, but

 not in the sense anticipated by the leaders of the
insurrection. The honour of Justifying this propheoy' |
 was reserved for Sir Charles Wood and Lord Stanley ;
not for Azimoolah and the Maharaja of Bithoor. That
potentate repeatedly summoned Dirighijah Singh o
deliver up the refugees to his regal arbitrement : but
th@ stout old fellow anewered that he held of His

 Majesty the King of Oude, and knew nothing of

Seereek Dhoondoo Punth and his pretensions to
royalty.  Havelock and Neill soon provided the
Nana with more pressing business than the pursuit
 of his vengeance, or the assertion of his supremac Yol

. The Rajah came to the conclusion that a change
of domicile was essential to the security of our coun-
trymen, about the time that they were growing sated
of laughing at sepoy bluster, and watching the Brah-
mins of the household ring bells and sprinkle flowers
with holy water, They accordingly retired to the
seclusion of a hamlet bordering on the river, where
they amused themselves as best they conld mth 8
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vblume bmmng the inscription  * 53rd Reglment 1

-« Native infantry Book Club;” which had been

picked out of the stream by one among their attend-
ants, as it floated by amidst e quantity of form
papers and smashed furniture : so many indications
of the minute and searching character of the mischief
that was being wrought above, After the lapse of
a week, the Rajah sent them across to a landholder
of his acquaintance, who lived on the south bank,
and who undertook to hand them on to the nearest
European encampment. = They took leave of their
chivalrous preserver with many expressions of um
affected regret, and a silent resolution never to rest
until he had received some tangible mark of their
gratitude and regard, On reaching the other shore
their new patron packed them off towards Allahabad
by a crossroad, in a bullock-cart without springs,
preceded by an escort of four armed retainers, After
bumping along for an hour the driver stopped, and
informed them, in low and agitated tones, that there
were guns ahead, planted athwart their path. And
80 they alighted, those way-worn fugitives, solicitous
to learn whether they should again have to run, and
swim, and lurk, and starve; and they crept stealthily
along the edge of the road ; and, turning the corner,
found themselves within o few yards of the white and
freckled face of an English sentry. ‘
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FJ.ve years su"baequently Murphy lefb hm 01(1 regh' '
| ment and volunteered for India in mobher corps. |
Presently it began to be rumoured at mess that
there was a man in the ranks who had gone through
the siege and the slzmghtw of Cawnpore. = The
Colonel made all necessary inquiries, and reported
the matter to the Onmmandur—m—chmf who at once
i appomted Murphy custodian of the Memorial Gar- _
| dens. Here he may be seen, iu the balmy forenoons |
" of the cold weather, sauntering about in 99 pith
' helmet and linen jacket ; a deeent little Irishman,
sumery reudy  to give a feeling and intelligent account
“of what took place under his immediate «obseryation,
‘and insisting mouch on the fact that he and the
gunner, unable o speak a syllable of * Moors,”
~would have been helpless but for the knowledge of
Hindoostanee possessed by the sepoy officers. - He
retains o lively impression of the eagerness with
which the English privates whom they encountered
' on the Allahabad highway contmhuted their allow-
ances of liquor to treat the men who had not
tastod beer for eight swmmer weeks. He points
out the stone beneath which reposes poor Sullivan,
who died of fatigue and debility, taking the form of
cholera, within a fortnight of his restoration fo
safety, Delafosse lived pnce more to play the man, ’
fighting under Chamberlain, in the passes of the
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Hmdou Kmsh and Thomson to campose the story of
what he had seen and undergone, so told that it may |
~be read by a Christian without hopror, and by an
educated person without disgust. e was of opinion
that a soldier who had performed his duty should
ot stoop to the vocabulary of a hangman. This
man, scarred from head to heel with sepoy bullets,—
who had caxried his life in his hand for months to- ‘
gether,—who had lost friends, possessions, and health
in the frightful mélée,—could gtill write like & modest
and tolerant gentleman : while officers, to whom the |
rebellion had brought: nothing except promotion and
an a;»portumty for distinetion, were declaiming and
,prmtmg about battues, and fine bags, and tucking |
up niggers, and polishing off twenty brace of Pan-
dies. He made it his care that the worthyl Rajah
of Moorar Mhow ghould be rewarded with a hand-
some pensmn that the faithful sepoys of his own
battalion should obtain credit for their loyalty ; that
a fitting monument ghould be erected to the memory
of his dead comrades ; and that the services of his
living companions in arms should not pass unre-
. corded. He left it for others to exult when shop- |
keepers and bankers, whose property had been
. confiscated by the Nava, and plundered by our own |
. mutinous troops, were condemned and executed for |
| havmg acknowledged a de facto monarch; when |
by

i
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‘pedlaars and bazaar—portem were strung up by s;coreﬁsf‘f-
. to a gallows planted ‘across the mouth of the
L funeraal well : truly" a grawf'ul tmbute to the mane& |
\of gentle English women.* i
‘At five in the evenming on the twenty—mghth of‘ i

~June, the Nana held a state review in honour of his

| vn,f,ory of the precedmg day.  His {orce looked
well on paper, and made a very regpectable show =
 in the field. There turned out six mltlm regiments
of foot and two of hmse bemdes ﬂtrong detaah-f '

i o A Bm,gle apeclmen wﬂl suﬁioe of tho style which, durmg thmse e
i “‘days, a British officer, la;. Colonel and, Companion of the Bath,
allowed himself to adapt in & pablmhed work T'he page is hazwled

# Ma,jor Ouvry's Battue.”

| % Major Ouvry had made s &1spw.tmns for ‘a bag Unhke a j

- true member of the ¢hase, who loves to see his fox take well to
| v_“ the open, he had headed his game ; spreadmg hig oamh'y right |

“and left of the road, to beat back the high erops into which the
.“euemy had skulked. Forming his line precisely as he wmﬂd bl
| %have beaten a field of tmmips for game, & seens uommenced whu,h i
46 baffles all description.”

Unhappily i, does not baﬁie the deamptmn of Goh,ntl Geurge«

; ‘Bouchwr, C.B. who proceeds as follows :—

¢ Peafowl, partridges, and Pandies 1080 together The }atter ga.ve i

#the best sport. Here might be seen. a Lancer running a-tilt a6 a
“wreteh who had, unfortunately taken to the open ; there a' Prn-
“jaub trooper cuttmg right and left as his vietims rose before him ;

4 yhile the enemy, who were Goojahs, and  armed with swords and

“ hatehets, started up as the line app;mﬁched and dashed a.t hhw' |
% nearest opponent,

“ Mo troopers and a horse were our omy casualtles, Whllﬂ aibout : A
| £ one’ hundrecl brace c:f Goajahs bit the duatv.” GO e

WA




Hi ments fmm bcmttalmns whlch had hem dlsban ‘,
e dmf;anw from Cawnpore. The ranks of ﬁh@f“j )
artillery were perceptibly thinned by three weeks
of desperate fighting, To them was eﬁpeclally due
‘the success of the cause; and they now bore the
brunt of therejoicing.  Few but zealous, they worked
 their pieces with a will, and fived away their ammufﬁ,
G idon as i henceforwmd there ‘Was no occasion for
 keeping any against the day of battle; as if the
o clubs of villagers and the daggers of bmdltiu m‘whbf
safely be trusted to gather up the leavings of the
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sepoy% Bala Rao was W@Iommd on to the rrround“'!_j ’
with seventeen discharges, The Maharaja himself =

Lat Iength enjoyed the comphment of the royal re-

ception which had been so ardently coveted and so

ﬂtrqnuously denied. He was greeted on his appear- |

ance by the full sum of tw cnty-rme‘etploqiohs, each |

ib(mght with a day of carnage. Fis ears tingling
at the unaccustomed sensation, he congratulated j
~ the mutineers on their common triumph, and pros
‘mised to distribute a hundred thousand rupees as

an instalment of the debt which he owed to the
army : an announcement that produced a repetition

_ of the salute. Then he took his departure: but
the enthusiasm which he left behind could evaporate

| ‘(mly in a wholesale expenditure of (Government;

,powdor. The nephew of the N ana, and hlS brothar ;

4
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W iBaba; T, ‘were 6ath honouret’l Wil séventeen il
1 reports. Bala, who was deservedly a famuntse with
! that gang of disciplined assassins, came in for a
. seoond bout of eloven guns: Whlle Jwala Pershad
‘and Tantia Topee got the same number a-piece.
. Mhis closed the proceedmgs ‘during which Tantia,
. whosemind had decidedly« practmaﬂ cast, was better
‘amployed than in listening ‘to an idle cannonade.
He was dloseted with a man of business named |
o f‘Dabeedeen, llqmdatmg ncecunts with the owners
" of the flotilla which had been sunk or burned.
‘-Betwf‘.xen four and five thousand rupees were paid
oyer as compensation for the boats; and fifty pounds
. were put aside to remuncrate the bargemen for their
| :share in the operations. Tt was afterw ards asserted
AR Dabeedeen took undue precautmns tu:) avaml ‘
b ,ahéa,tmg himself in the transaction. ch
. On the morrow, some boys loitering about on the
~ Dude side of the river camne upon an English officer
skulking in a ravine. He was of tall stature, and
~ about forty years old, with a bit of sacking twisted
_ yound his waist, but otherwise naked. The children
1mpmted their discovery to the pwas:mta of an
sadgoimng hamlet, 'who took the fugitive to their
headman, The unhappy gentleman did not speak
any ‘native language, and could only point. towards ,
the East with an 1mplormg gesture, amd. prﬁnounce ;




| showml a chspﬂmtmn to da what they cauld fo
 preservation ; but just then some landholders of the
il [“nmghbourhood arrived at the head of a numerous
 axray, and prevailed over these benevolent imantmn&w |
by threats of present violence and fumm pumahm
‘ "mmlt A short while afterwards, an ex-clerk of the o
W uumnuammm department, met fifty or sixty fellows
% with drawn sabres and lighted matches, bmngmg

‘. along 2 Sa}nb bound ? . They halted under a grove

which atood near the chapel of ease, and sent one
. of their pm'ty to fetch the Nana. In his stead came

. Baba Bhut, and, in the name of his bmther, bade
_them kill their prisoner. To this they answered:
 Puk we:apona into his hand, and lot him sbrike us,

. %and then we will strike in return : but we wﬂl not
b ‘“ slay him thus.” ~Some troopers of the Swond '
e 'Ozwalry, who happened to be in attendmw, bad o
less nice theory of honour. Three-quarers of an

hour subsequently, while the elerk was performing

. his ablutions, the corpse was thrown into the

Gemges, gashed all over with sword—cutss. i
L All the mght of the twenty-nmth our. peopl& Wh«:i
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had been captured at N 1mufg11r I)y Baboo Ram
Bux were slowly remountmg ‘the strean. A
grew light they began to recognise objects and places
which they had trusted never again to behold : and,
~ two hours before noon, the doomed boatload lay to

at the landmgu-place whence they had set forth, to |

return thus after three such days as had not vepaid

them for the trouble of making their escape. What o _
 ensued an Englishman would willingly tell in phrases e
" not his own. The following account was taken from

the lips of a native spy, and is supported by a mass

of evldence. ' 'The mentxon of Gleneral Whe elcr 13," :
of course, inaccurate. | i

. “Mhere were bronght back,” says the man, “sixty
“ Sahibs, twenty-five Mem Sahibs, and four children.

£ Thb Nana ordered the Sahibs to be separated from |

¢ the Mem Sahibs, and shot by the First Bengal
« Native Infantry But they said, ‘We will not

; 80 slmoi: Wheelef Sahib, who has made our ragimenﬁ’s

“ ¢name great, and whose son is own Quarter-mastor.
¢ ¢ Neither w111 we kill the Sahib people, Put them

| «tin prison;  Then said the Nadiree regiment :

| «YWhat word is this? Put them in prison? We
«¢yill Kill the males. 8o the Sahibs were seated
4 on the ground : and two companies of the Nadiree

“ pegiment stood with their musket%, ready to fire. =
“ Then said one of the Mem Sahibs, the d(mi,m-s‘ b
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. Wlfce (What dmtar? How mhauldl knawa) ‘[ |

“sf“‘fﬁﬂll not leave my hushmd If he must dle, i
“¢will die with him.! o she ran, and sat down

. “behind her husband, clasping Lim round the waist. i

. “ Directly she said this, the other Mem bahlbﬂ said:
“ ¢ We also will die with our husbaml% A:nd thuy i
% all sat dowu, each by her husband. Then their

| i _“ husbands said : ‘Go back:’ but thcy would not.

»u Whereupon the Nana ordered his soldiers ; dmdh;‘.‘
" they, going in, pulled them away forcibly. | Busi

“ they could not pull away the doctory wife, who,‘if

“ there remmned Then the Padre called out to =

“ the Nana, and rnqnested leave to read pr‘ayersl”

| “Dbefore they died.”  (This Padre was Captain Sep-
pings, with his broken arm. The doctor’s wife, good

'~ soul, is known to have been Mrs. Boyes) “The

. % Nana granted it, and the Padre’s haud& were..
“Joosened so far as to enable him to take a smalli L
~ “ book from hlS pocket, with which he read. But
e all this fime one of the Sahibs, who was shot, i in the-‘ i

. { arm, kept crying out to the sepoys: ¢ If you mean
% S50 kill us, why don’t you set about it qmckly and
ik have the work done?’” Poor impatient Sahib!

Making the responses in his pamonate wayl ¢ After

“the Padre had read a few prayers, he shut the
% book, and the hahlbs shook hands all round. Then
“ the _‘sepoy@_ﬁregl; One Bahib rolled one WAy, one,_"
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. “another, as ﬂmy sat 'But they were nab dead
- “ only wounded. So ﬁhey went m, and ﬁmshed tlmmv !
44 off with swords.” b L
 Here is a thing whmh was actually dune on the\
 last Taesday of June, eight years back from the
present date. Three months before, these Sahibs
and Mem Sahibs were passing an existence no more |
 eventful, and ‘Lpparently no less secure than the
career of a county-court judge, of & military rian
 quartered  at Sheffield or Colehester.  They laid

| their plans for the Meerut, race-meeting and the
. biennial trip to an Hinalayan station in a confidence

of fruition equal to that with whichi a home—:st&ymg
 public servant anticipates the cup-day ab Ascot, and

|  the pass which he is going to discover in September,

In April, (;uwnpore gociety was lamenting the depar-
ture of one period of cold weather, and '[nokmg ‘
forward to the arrival of ancther; but, ere the rains
had well set in, it had come to this, that the last
batch of English officers were lying stiff and stark
on the parade-ground, in front of the building Where |
their widows and orphans were endurmg a bmef im-
prisonment for life. f

The number of captives had yet to receive a ﬁnal
dddition. At the station of Futtehgur, which was
situated about seventy miles up the river from |
Oawnpore, some hundred and elghty English penple‘
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i ‘f‘momh, uf Juma cmmmemced ’L‘he caumnmenhs‘, yorer
 ocoupied by the Tenth Native Tnfantry, under the .  '“
 command of Colonel Smith, & man distinguished by

courage so closely allied with rashness, and firmness il

860 nearly akin to obstinacy, that the Immpmmff
residents could not have fared worse had they been

. under the chaxge of a waverer or a coward, He was
4 zealous adherent of that sect among the Bengal
. officers which worshipped the sepoy. A wﬂlmg‘_{]f U
. martyr to the creed that he professed, T devotion,
- would have excused his fanaticism, had he been the
only vietim : bub no personal calamity can atone for,|

. pedantry which staked and lost nine score English

. youls on the truth of the axiom that a mutinecr was

still docile and aﬁ'ectmmte untnl he coulcl be provod e
amurderers d
Sann Durmg the Tatter ha.lf of May succesmm tmhngs oi' i
massacm, insurtection, and, finally, of an apparoabhw Je
| ing rebel force, excited the fears of our countrymen, |
and the mmpimm hopes of the Boldmry a8 turbulent
a set of seamps as any in Northern India, Atlength
‘Mr. Probyn, the magistrate of that district, whose =
 acute discornment, if left to itself, would have saved
a large asset of life from the wreck of our fortunes,
took measures for evacuating Futtelignr before the
extreme orisis.  He put hmise}f into eommumcatmn i
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Wl'th -H:lll'deﬂ Bux’ a, 10}’&1 nﬂb]_ a Wh()he egtates Iay L

on the left bank, and obtained an escort of fifty
picked men and the offer of an asylum, At mid.
night, between the third and fourth of June, mow
than a hundred of the English inhabitants started
" down the river in a fleet of twelve or thirteen boats,
laden with baggage, merchandise, furniture, and an
ample store of provisions, Colonel Smith was not a
ittle disgusted that so many people should combine.

o put a slight upon his pet battalion ; but congoled. )

himself with the reflection that time and the iseue
would judge between the sepoys and their defamers.

| The fugitives comprised the merchants of the place,

and the planters of the vicinity ; the civilians, mis-
sionaries, clerks, craftsmen, and pensioners ; together
with . ‘at least forty women, several nurseries of
~ children, and a multitude of native domestics. They
anchored for refreshment after accomplishing a stage
of four leagues, and, before breakfast was finished,
were joined by certain officers of the Tenth, who
announced that the regiment had mutinied on parade,
. and that all was over at Futtehgur. . The expedition
' proceeded on its way, under u desultory fire of mus-
. ketry from the country people, who were for the
" most part hostile to, our canse.  Next morning
mrived the bailiff of Hurdeo Bux, who brought
Probyn an invitation from his master to take refuge
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. in hIS fort of 'Dhurmmpﬂm.‘ Tt was resolved m

aceepted the pmﬁ’m'ed hospitality : while throe of ;
* the most roomy vesscls, containing vineteen men;

twenty—three women, and twenty-six thldl’@ﬂ, pushcd |

| furwardﬂ in the direction of Cawnpore.

| And they reached their destination, 01:1 | thé
.| evening of the mnth of June the little aquadron
‘was brought to on a sand-bank a few furlongs above .

'Nawabgunge, the norbh-wea:t saburb of Cawnpore.
 Here they abode forty-eight hours, listening to the

ceaseless cannonade which pealed along the stv am "  ‘; |

drom the south, Then they sent a messenger, bc'mng‘ i
al requeqt for permission to pass on their. way : the

© answer to which was brought by a horde of muti- i

- neers, who had no sooner appeared in view than the
boatmen set the tha,ta:h a-light, and fell with blud-
. geons and sabres upon the passengers, who were
) t‘kag their afternoon tea, and who now threw themw
 selves over the bu]warks, and sought conceslment in
‘a patch of high grass, But their cover was fired by
the rebel gung; two ladxes and a child were sem'uhed
. or suffocated to death ; and the rest of the company
fell into the hands of the troopers of the Second
Qavalry, to whose esﬁmt-de -¢orps this one-sided
 work was more suited than the dubious contest.
. which was raging around our intrenchment. The
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eaptwes were. made fast to a long rope, and. m&mhﬁd

as far as ladies with bare and bleedmg feet conld L
. earry the babies and drag along the ohﬂdr@n o
by this time all their servants had fled, with the

ﬁxceptmn of two Ayahs and a few menials of the
 very lowest order. IHere, as elsewhere, fortitude
and fidelity were in inverse proportion to digmity of

o ‘caste. Our people spent the night supperless, on

the*spob‘wheré they had halted ; and at daybreak,
after breakfasting on a mouthful of water a-pioce,
were distributed among sixteen bullock carts, and
'wnmyed into the presence of the Nana: to whom
they pointed out the folly of which he would be
guilty if he indulged himself in wanton and indis-

| eriminate murder, Tt was no easy task, they badta' e

| him reflect, to empty Burope of Furopeans. He is
' said to have been inclined to merey : but Bala Rao,

who, if there was a choice between the brothers,

~ seems to have been the blackest villain of the three,

made such an outery that the Nana stifled his
~ nascent humanity in order to prevent the scandal of
a family quarrel. The ladies and the little ones
 received orders to seat themselves on the ground ;
and the gentlemen, with their hands tied behind
them, were drawn up as a rear rank. The Second

Cavalry had soon another victory to inscribe wpon

their standards. = “1 witnessed all this with my own
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k;e vemmanee on hxm, zmd {m fmme wmked '
Nauukchm& ncxbem in hm ﬂla,ry that repm*ts of
i pe,a,na wem aseen ﬁmtmg down the (‘anges, and‘ |

o S6pOys were Seen in @ | boat coming down behmd
i Hmse curpws zmd ﬁrmg oﬁ" then- musk:at& as thay

_‘L"”treat in a x*ﬂlaga whmh Iay at soine. dlB mgemp.
‘the ‘river. ' 1 perceived,” ‘he ‘writes, ““bodies !:xf
“ Jadies and gentlemen. lymg along the banks of the
L Glanges. 1 caunot describe the grief I felt at this
“gight.  The corpses could not float down. from the
% ghallowness of the river. T saw three boats anda
L bnrg&a which had been burnt by the rebels. T ques-
‘ ‘€ tioned the people of the place, and leared that
¥ wine and other articles of merchandise were in'the
L ‘Bnﬁté‘,ﬂbﬁt the boatmen had 'plttﬁtlefed the liqum’si, i
4 gnd, when drunk, cut down the gentlemen.” 0
i Seon after, “q body of troopers from the Nsma'
o 1S lcame ’m seize me, and surmnudecl the honse Where |
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T was, But I was saved from the hands of these ‘;*
“ ruffians, and kept in concealment in a garden. .

% nightfall the gzmleﬂer sent four men with me, mtdj;\ i
|4 thus T managed to reach the shore, It was not,
“however, my fate to find a boat, and T resolved to

“ drown myself in the river, as I thought it better to

. “die than to fall into thq hands of so r*mél a foe.
¢ After midnight T left the garden. The first ford I
4 came to had water up to the waist only, and itwas =~

“ moonlight: so I waded across, and reached the
“ next channel. There I saw the corpses of the

% Europeans whom the boatmen had slain when
% drunk : T cannot tell the exact number of bodies,

“ but they extended here and there about a mile,
%1 saw three dead young ladies. They all were
“ dressed, but the low caste people had commenced

“ to take off their clothes ; and some had-b%xxtorlx W

% by animals. Portions of property, books, and

“ papers, belonging to the plundered boats, were
.  also strewn about the shores. These drunken
i boatmcn were armed, some with clubs, some with
% weapons ; and they were running about the woods

¢ like wild men. I eannot describe the terror ~which

}‘.‘ seized me at that moment, How I sighed {or the
% British rule! 1 was trembling with fear, and knew
% mot where I was going. On reaching the oppomte ,‘

¢ hank I was senseless for four hours,”
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‘ jemwhﬂe cw Futtehgur was bemg played an

rfij'xnmqua tragx-eomedy. On' the fourth of June,
0 _,f«alm*ing morning  parade, twenty thousaud pounds’

. worth of Government silver was in course of vemoval

"‘~'ir0m the treasury to the for. This mark of dige

i bmat, coming close upon  the departure of the e

flotilla, proved too much for the sensibility of these |

Li‘xmllwmf Bralmunﬁ a number of whom stepped out“.“

. from the ranks, murounded the carts, and insisted =~
 that the money should be ‘taken to their own

 quarters.  Colonel Swith and the admtunu came
forward and expastuhted with the insurgents ; but

i they were pushed wup against the wall, and kept i

~ within a semicircle of lovelled bayonets until the
eash was safely  deposited "in the middle of the

gepoy lines. These procecdings cansed & xshght
Aunpleasantness, which did not wholly dmappear until
the troops had been gratified with an advance of |

_ two months” pay, a promise of six months’ extra

‘allowances, and an  assurance that the trensure
‘should henceforward be kept on the pamde—ground i
'~undf.,r their exclusive custody : ' inasmuch as the
Jompany’s property could be nowhere so secure
‘a8 in the onardmmslnp of the Company's soldiers.
That evening Smith ‘harangued ' as many of fhe;
‘battalion as chose to attend ; told them that their
conduct had been dmgmcuful but thrcw tlte bla,me”
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on the zshmil’dﬁmaof the mcmltg, andentreamdﬁhem i “f:'*':‘:
to believe that he could forgive and forget. He
then pronounced the regimeut faithful and staunch.

" And so the Airst little difficulty between ‘the ‘fc;ﬂun,‘el
and his men had been patched up, and both parties

were living together on terms of _ contemptuous

-acquiescence on the one ;aidq,v_and doting credulity
| ;amxthﬁ‘-other;-f D g R
. Such was the state of things which Probyn found
_when, after an interval of
the cantonment accompanied by a lieutenant and
«ensign of the Tenth. Immediately upon their
\arrival the colonel informed the magistrate that

. his services were no longer required, as the district

was entirely under martial law, and ,pu“t‘ the two

 subalterns in arrest for having deserted. their posts.

ke poor lads represented that they had been driven
from Futtehgur by the fire of their own companies :
. but this man, whom sepoy steel pointed at his chest

' would ‘not convince of sepoy disaffection, yefusod

4o aecept the word of his officers when it dlashed
 with a darling theory. Probyn, who foresaw the |
 result, wrote to the Europeans then residing nnder
~ the roof of Hurdeo Busx, stating that in his opinion

+the battalion could not possibly be kept together;
" .and recommending that their host should put his

fort into o defensible condition, and .“eng'agg‘_ﬁm

four days, he rode dinto i
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N ‘7“’}“hum1md mam}dockman on the cmdlﬁ Qf' the Fmghah‘f“ v

ﬁovemment. Feeling that he was nseless. while o

"‘hhe Bame, locality with the colonel, he shook from

. e hm feet the dust of the devut&d fstatmn, and mad&'-.

| hiis way baek to Dhurrumpore.

 He was followed by a Jetter from ‘*amlth eamea&tly;; D

L mwhmg the refugees to leave their new ally, and L

/. throw, themselves into the arms of their nabural;
. protectors, the native soldiers of the Tenth vegiment,

L He affirmed that there were ab least a hundred and

i fifty raen upon whom he absaluto!y relied ; and that,

. if the worst should come to the worst, he could
. with their aid fight bis way down to Allahabad.
e poor. creatures, who were very uneomfmbably e

 lodged, and who regrettod the punkahﬁ and musquito~ o

curtaing, the soda-water and bottled beer of their

. aba,ndonad homes, jumped at the proposltmn in gpw i (e
| of all the logm and eloquence which Probyn could |
‘ ‘bl’lﬂg to bﬁa"r up‘-)ﬂ t‘hﬁ]r Infcwuﬂﬁlﬂnw ! He Perguudad‘ t"‘

i 1o one except his own family, and a solitary civilian,

i who had éacapéd from a ‘sla,ughter and tumult ‘iﬁ"_

Rohileund. too navrowly and recontly for him to
care to move again. The rest of the paity veturned
 to Futtehgor, and re-instated themselves in the good
gm.cea of the deluded veteran. = Before very long,
they were treated with a spemmm of sepoy loyalty |
On the membh of June the colonel took measures
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o carry out a capital sentence of the civil courts,
| The soldiery, however, considered. that at such a
 time there might be something awlkward in the
precedent of an execution, and intimated that t.]:m i
criminal had better be released. Their mtlmatwn

met with prompt obedience.
jdhe %eebapme mutmears, laden "mth Imcvhsh booty,
am:l reeking with English blood, were now cloge at
‘hand.  Their ringleaders despatched a letter fo the
men of the Tenth, calling upon them to murder their
officers : to which the reply was: ¢ Come. We will
‘ot OPPOEG you. We have sworn not to do so: but
f‘ our vows do not bind you.” 8o little reciprocity of
| affection existed in that indecorous dalliance between
authority and sedition. On the eighteenth of June
the troops, eager to fling aside even the pretence of
submission and the semblance of discipline, broke
forth into open rebellion ; sacked the public chest ;
‘and set up a pretender, whom the event showed to
be better than g mere puppet. The Europeans shut
‘themselves up in the fort, in company with one Kalay
Khan, the sole representative of the colonels hun-
dred and fifty faithful sepoys. That evening the
Seetapore mutineers marched into the station, hungry
for pillage ; and, on discovering an empty treasury,
~ vented their rage by killing every man of the Tenth
- on whom they could lay hands. In the course of a
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‘week, however, stimulated by the ‘prospect of a
 liberal bounty, and the co-operation of some power-

 ful Rohilla chieftains, the regiments made up their

differences, and united to exterminate the common

enemy. For ten days and nights five and thirty of i

our counfrymen maintained against as many hundred
assailants a rambling tumbledown old earthwork
~ extending over a space of twenty acres, They fired
bage of serews and scrap-iron for grape, and the

heads of sledge-hammers for round-shot. Theyre-
pulsed three general assaults. They lived amidst an

atmosphere alive with bullets and flying splinters,
‘and dim with the smoke of blazing houses and ex-
ploding mines. At length, when the besiegers were
oradually but surely blowing their way through the
rampart, the defenders took to their boats, and
dropped down the current, encumbered by thrice
 their own number of women, children, and invalids.
The rest is soon told. The river was low : the
pursuit hot and persistent. The barges grounded ;
and were got off ; and grounded for the last time.
The ecrews waded ashore to drive away the hostile
sharpshooters: and some were borne back dying;
‘and some never stirred from the spot where th«,y“‘
fell. ' Vessels hove in view, unwarlike in their ex-
ternal aspect; but which, as they ran alongside,
proved to be crammed with swordsmen and mus-
s




i hfe for Wery ‘mile of the voyage, the *e ped‘

got as far as N‘ama,bgnmge, but no. farther. /Tlmv‘

" ladios belped to swell the throng of prisoners, and
. their husbands were Hont whither the men of the =

”.‘_,”';Ca,wnpore garison had gone. before, Three only .
| were spared upon their engaging to bring a,lmut thab
~ the citadel.of Allahabad should be made over to ﬂm e
 rebellion. 'The Nana had reason for his self-denial,
Tt was worth his while to forego any gratlﬁcatmn A
. purchage security in the southern quarter. That was
. the direction in which was brewing the a‘atorm of L
‘ reﬁmbutmn aml recouqmm;. | g |




| UHAPTER V.
i THE MAS‘SALRE

A "-N D now ‘Sevreek Dhoondoo Punth purpos&d m
LA the face of all India to invest himself with
 the ‘ensigns and the titles of royalty. The contest
had beean fought out. The prize lay ready to his
 grasp.  But it was no light matter to fix upon the
auspicious hour when the Mahratta might take pos-
gession of the kingdom that he had carved out with
his blade from the very heart of the dominions held
by the alien race which had despoiled his sire. The
soothsayers were consulted on this momentous poiné :
but they were forestalled in their office by Dabeedeen,
the individual who acted as agent for Tantia Topee
in his dealings with the boatmen ; and who now,
stimulated by his success in that transaction, aspired
to try his hand at divination. With the andacity of
an amateur he at once named five in the evening of
the thirtieth June as the season when, in accord-
ance with the will of heaven, the Maharaja should
proceed to Bithoor for the purpose of assuming his
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kmgl ¥ fumtmnm. ’I‘hem must hsma been consldm'«
able discontent among the memb@rﬁ of the Sacred
 Qollege when they learned that this volunteer angur
had been rewarded with a fee of five hundred rupees,
and a horse on which to attend the ceremony. The

aé4 ‘ ("AWNPOBE.

Nana set forth, accompanied by Bala Rao, and i

the course of the next day took his seat as Peishwa

 on the paternal throne. The consgerated mark was

 affived to his forehead amidst the roar of gunﬂ, and
the acelamations of a ‘erowd composed chiefly of
~ townsmen who had repaired thither to surrender in

the shape of an honorary gift such of their valuables ) /

ap had not alrvady passed by a more direct chanm,l
into the coffers of the usurper, ‘ W
- Some there were, however, who on thm augusf;
oceasion might rejoice with unfeigned rapture. The
sepoys were gladdened by an annoufueement that a
large quantity of gold had been sent to the Magazine,
and would there be fashioned into decorations for
the ankles of those warriors who had borne the
burden and heat of the great struggle. The Clanges
Canal was bestowed as a perquisite upon Azimoolal.
It is difficalt fo conceive what would have been the
‘indignation of the Directors who sat in Leadenhall
Street during the years of the Crimean war, had they
been told that the very equivocal native prince who
was for ever hanging about the India House, would
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 one day become sole proprictor of the gigantic con-
~ cern which grew dearer to their hearts the more 11;
cost and the less it yielded. -

That night the city of Cawnpore was 111ummated‘ w
and the following proclamations were posted in all
places of general resort: = :

. “As by the kindness of God and the good fortune
‘of the Emperor all the Christians who were at
“ Delhi, Poonah, Sattara, and other places, and even
. those five thousand European soldiers who went in =~
; i dlsgmse into the former city and were discovered,
i “ are destroyed and sent to hell by the pious and
‘ “ sagacious troops, who are firm to their religion ;.
“ and as they have been all conquered by the present
“ Government, and as no irace of them is left in
- these places, it is the duty of all the subjects and
“ servants of the Government to rejoice at the de-
“ lightful intelligence, and carry on their respeobive
% work with comfort and ease.”

% As by the bounty of the glorious Almighty and
“ the enemy-destroying fortune of the Emperor the
“ yellow-faced and narrow-minded people have been
“ sent to hell, and Cawnpore has been conquered, it
“ i3 necessary that all the subjects and landowners
“ should be as obedient to the present Government
“ as they have been to the former one; that all the
“ Government servants should promptly and cheer-
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“orders of the Govemmwnt that it i is the mcumbant *
“ duty of all the peasants and landed proprietors of
 “every districh to rejoice at tha thought that the
“ Christians have heen sent to hell, and both the

f““:? E’ngage their whole mmd n exeeuﬁmg the "

“ Hindoo and Mahomedan mhgmlm have: been con-

¢ firmed s and that they should as usual be obedient
?“ to the anthoritics of the Guvermani;, and never
 # gyffer any complaint aganmt thﬁmselves to rem::h
“ o the ears of the higher aufhonty. i
There is somethmg quaint in the notion nf "
) paternal Government ‘setting the national mmd i
ease as to the damnation of the enemy, and ordain-
ing a public rejoicing over “the delightful intelli-
| % gence.”  Our authorities never went so far as to
| i‘mitaté, the example : but Caleutta journalism did
its best to supply the deficiency., ‘Fag est ct ab
“ hoste doceri” was the motto of that remarkable
‘department of ephemeral literature. Awmoug other
gems which in 1857 adorned the poetry corner ‘of
the “Englishman,” one stands mnspwua)us ‘both. for\‘
senmment and expression : '
“ Barring Humanity pretenders it ‘
“ Mo hell of none are we the wi}linp‘ senders:

“ But, if to sepoys mercy must be given, i
# I;oca,te them, Lord, in the lmk slums of‘ heaven "

Be it obsermd that Lord Canmng, &:11:' J ohn Pabar‘



‘ f_;‘“Gmnt Mr. Gha,rles Buxton, and S“’ Haury Rmh ‘ i
 here esteemed unworthy even of #he partial and
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secondary felicity dealt out to Teeka Bingh and‘ f

| ‘Mungul Pandy. A critic who takes into account

‘the creeds held by the respective writers will off

the two pmductmna regard with less aveision the

 performance of the Nana. That year of sin and
‘horror: afforded what was in truth an ill commentary |

apon the injunction to practise the mercy which

rejnweth against judgment, and on the oft~repeumd L
~ assurance that in forgiveness and forbearance, if in =

‘ nothmg else, the disciple may emulate his master.
. And we wonder, forsooth, that onr missionaries Iabou:(
in vain to exalt the effective power of our faith in
the eyes of those very heathen who are conscious
how in the day of temptation talked and acted

‘men calling themselves after the name of . Hlm L

whose last miracle was the healing of his captor,
and whose last prayer was for the pardon of Ius
anurderers | ;

 On the first of July the prisoners were  removed
from the Savada Hall to a small building north of
the cema,l situated between the black ecity and the
Ganges. It was their final change of lodgings. To
this duy they ocenpy those premises on a lease which
no man may dispute. = This humble dwelling, the
residence of some poor quill-driver, Hindoo or hali-
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 caste, a8 ( the caso may be, had long stood. amldaﬁ
a group of sightly villas and edifices of social rosort,
unnoticed except by a wsual sam‘cary commmmoner,‘
and distinguished only by o numeral in the map
of the Ordnance Survey. Tt bas since been known
 in India as the Beebeegur, or House of the Ladies |
in England as the House of the Massacre. It coms
] prmd two principal rooms, each twenty feet by ten,

i oertam wmdowlem closctﬂ mt@nded for the use of

native domestm, and an open court somo fifteen
yards square.  Here, during o fortnight of the
Eagtern summer, were penned two hundred and six
persons of Muropean extraction: for the most part:

 women and children of gentlo birth. ,The grown

men were but five in number: the three frcnﬂemm
 of Futtehgur, who are supposed to have been Mri
Thombill, the judge, and Colonels Smith and Goldie :
 together with Mr. Edward Greenway, and his son
Thomas, - o |
If the various degrees of wretehedneﬂs are to bb
estimated by the faculty for suffering contained in
the vietim, then were these ladies of all women the
most miserable. Few or none amongst them had
been . aware that in some comer of the mansion
beneath whose roof their happier days were passed,
there existed such foul holes as those in which they
now lay panting by the score. It was much if they



) had cared to hazard & supposition that « the servantf%v
. “glept somewhere about the compound.” They had
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neither furniture, nor bedding, nor straw ; nothing W

but coarse and hard bamboo matting, unless they

preferred a smoother c¢ouch upon the bare floors

They fed sparely on cakes of unleavened dough, and

lentil-porridge dished up in earthen pans without

spoon or’ plate. ' There was gome talk of meat on

Sundays, but it never came to anything. Once the‘

children got a little milk. The same day the head-

“bem'mr of ‘Colmml Williams came to pay his respects
to the daughter who was the sole survivor of the

officer's household. . “1 could not,” he says, “get
% near the ladies on account of the sentries, but saw
“ that food was being distributed to them. Tt con-
« gisted of native bread and milk. I remonstrated
“ with & soldier who had formerly served under my
“ muster, and begged of him to supply with better
. “food peopla who had lived in a very different way-

“He gave me eight annas” (twelvepence) “to go
%40 the bagear and buy some sweetmeats. ['did

“go; and on my return Miss Georgiana and a

“ married lady came into the verandah to meet me.
“ Miss (leorgiana repeated to me her mother’s in-
# junctions about my going to her brother. I gave
 them the sweetmeats, and had little time to speak
“ to them, for, seeing me, the other ladies came out
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“ into the vemﬂdah on whwh the ubntmeza tumed L

‘ “mwmt" e i ‘ '
1/ The ma.trmt nf theﬂe female px*mmers, whﬂm W
‘ toe}k 80 little to keep in order, was a woman described
as tall ; of a fair complexion ; twenty~mghb or. t]urty

. years in age; but with & few grey hairs. She v went

i 'by the nickname of ¢ the Begum,” and her. chamter ‘
“was no better than could be looked for in a waiting:

W “;m:;ud of fhe mertemm who then ruled the cirele of i

| the Nana.  She suparmtﬂndad o stafl of swevpers, il

e who furnished the captives with their ‘food. kg :

‘ ‘-«atswmia,nce of m@h debased menials was in itself

the most zgnommmm affront which Oriental mahce' |
‘conld invent : and even these were provided exclus
gively for the humiliation of our muntrywomm,‘

. and might doi nothing for their comfort. A young |

M\Brahmm, who chanwd to look over the fence. of
‘the enclosure, saw some ladics washing their own‘
dirty linen.’ With the irrepressible loq_tmcxty of am
Hlmioo he beg.fm asking some strangers who were
. standing by whether there was no washerman who
. would undertake to do for the Mem Sahibs : an ill-
| timed curiosity which procured him a, alap 0n the
. face and a night in the guard-room. D
. Seventy-five paces from the abode whers om? people

were confined stood an hotel owned by a Mahamedan i

| propmbor an crectmn of ~ons1r‘lemble alze, daubad‘ |
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i "Wlth bmght yellow pamt - Allured, pmbu,my, by the: e

 goudiness of colour, an attraction which no genuine
~ native can resist, the Nana had selected this build~
ing as bis head»quartem ‘A couple of guns were
- planted at the entrance of the compound, and &
strong detachiment of his retainers kept guard underf e
| the pomco. Two spacious centre rooms were re-

served for the Maharaja's public receptions, ' One of
- then wings. was set apart for the duties of the kitcheh
. and the altar: and, side by side with religion, cook-
ing went mamly on through every hour of the twenty-

| four. In the other Dhoondoo Punth lived from day |
to day in o perpetml round of sensuality, amidst a
Lhmca cotcne of priests, pandars, ministers, and

minions.  The reigning beauty of the fortnight was

~one Oula or Adala. She was the Thais on whose:
~ breast sunk the vanquished vietor, oppressed with
 brandy and such love as animates a middle-aged
Bastern' ‘debauchee. She is said o have counted

by hundreds of thousands the cupecs which were
lavished on her by the affection and vanity of her
Alexander : and could well afford to spare one of
her suite to look after the prisoners for the fraction
‘of time during which they were likely to neod her
services, . Every night there was an entertainment
- of musio, dancing, and pantomime. The hit of the
v emmng Wa.a ma,d@ by a buﬂ'oon who ‘took off amidst
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shouts mf’ lzmghﬁer‘the mﬁ' camage c-f am anlmh‘
officer. |/ il

_ The noise of thm nnhallowed remlry was plmnlyv !
aud;blu to the captives in the adjoining house ; and,
as they crowded round the windows to catch the
breeze which sprang up at sunset, ‘the glare of
torches and the strains of barbarous melody might
‘remind them of the period when he who was now
arbiter of their existence thought himself prmleged |
' if he could induce them to honour with a half-dis,
‘dainful acceptance the hospitality of Bithoor, They
gometimes got & nearer view of the festivities, The
Begum  daily took across two ladies to the Nana's
stables, where they were set down to grind corn af
a hand-mill for the space of several hours, They
generally contrived to bring back a pocketful Of
ﬂour for the children, |
/" Hardship, heat, wounds, and want of &pace and
proper nourishment released many from their bon-
dage hefore the season marked out by Azimoolah
for a jail delivery such as the world had seldom wit-
‘messed, A native doctor, himself a prisoner, has l&ft'
n list of deaths which occurred between the seventh
and the fifteenth of the month. Within these eight
days, of which one was incomplete, as will be seen
. by those who read on, there succtmbed to cholera
. and dysentery eighteen women, seven children, and



| Hmdm;} nurse, There is a tcuchmg little entry
| which deserves notice. In the column headed
% Names” appear the words “eck beebee” (one
| bab)) wunder that marked ¢ disease” is written ap
set (uf itself).

. Dying by threes and fours of fmghtful maladles,

the designations of which they hardly knew ; trying

to eat nauseous and unwonted food, and to sleep
upon a bed of boards; tormented by flies, and
musquitoes, and dirt, and prickly heat, and all the
lesser evils that aggrayate and keep for ever fresh
! the consciousness of a great misfortune : doing for
‘the murderer of their dearest ones that labour which
in Asia has always been the distinctive sign and
badge of slavery: to such reality of woe had been
~ reduced these beings whose idea of peril had once
been derived from romances, and who had been

acquainted with destitution only throngh tracts and
the reports of charitable institutions, Alas for the

delicate Mem Sahibs, and the pretty Missy Babag,

~ for whom nothing had formerly been too dainty and
- well-appointed !  Alas for the handy and patient
 soldiers’ wives, who had followed their good men
into the discomfort of barrack life to be rewarded
thug! Alag for sturdy Bridget Widdowson, and
~ tender Mrs. Moore, who bore on her bosom a child
destined nover to lisp the name of his brave father!

mm MASSACRE. | a0m
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Her perr-hance one of the ! thors, wh@w son | o
brother had fallen beneath her husband’s aaword (im'. it
" he was no sluggard in the onset), xmght see weeping
© like Andromache over her toil at the weary mill, and
 might say : ““This was the wife of him who of all the
 “ English fought the best, whenever the battle wazed |
%ot around their wall’ And, so speaking, he

would renew her grief ab tlmuglm of the man who

“was no longer there to shield her from the day of
bondage. But he, ﬂoatmg on Mis face past some
~ distant city, or stranded on a bavk of sand trodden
. by none saye the vulture and the crocodile, saw nob |
| lmw she was mmuaed nor hea,rd when ahe cried for

The:z number of «mptwem d_ummahed 80 fast that-j

“,tlm Nana began to fear lest he should soon ha,va.

' o hostages wherewith to provide against the conse-
quences of a possible reverse. They were accm‘dx ,
ingly driven twice a day into the veramdah and
foreed to sit ‘there until they had mhalecl ag much

”'fmsh air a8, in the judgment of the Bogum, Would

 gupport an English constibution for the space Il

twelve howrs, This substitute for the morning gallop

. and the evening promenade was very| distasteful to
our ladies, on account of the idlers who came fo
stare, and remark how odd a Lady Sahib looked
when neither on horseback nor in her carriage. The
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:poor qreatures W*are overheard whispering among‘

L themselves that the British never used thexr pnsaners |

"thws e i i
Itis pmbable tha;b fmm this clrcumata,nce‘ origi-

"nmnd the ramour concerning’ European females who

‘had been publicly maltreated in the bamm. Two or

fables which it 13 our misforbune that we once be-
lieved, and our shame if we ever stoop to repeat,

 three sentences ‘must here be written upon thus& |

 Delhi, Cawnpore, and Futtchgur. were the three
' stations in which any considerable multitude of our

countrywomen were placed under the disposal of the
-mutineers, . With regard to the two latter places, if
we except one single case of abduction, it is absor
lutely certain that our ladies died without mention,
and, we may confidently hope without apprehension
 of dishonour. Those revolting stories which ac- “

~ companied to Southampton the first tidings of the

 tumult: at*Delhi may all be traced o some gossip

regarding the fate of Miss Jennings, the daughter of

‘the chaplain, and her friend, Miss Cliffords . It is
now ascertained beyond all question that these girls
 yere sitting in an upperroom of the palace gateway,

when they heard on the stairs a rush of footstops

and a clattering of scabbards, and were cut down
~ dead as they rose from their chairs to learn the
cause of this strange intrusion..
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~ Slome, who love to attrlbute evem‘ event to thea ‘
special mterpomtmn of Providence, have insisted that"

 nothing short of fabricated indignities, and tales of

montilation equally untrue and more easﬂy dmpmved,
eould have kindled the explomon of wrath and pity
‘Whlch sent forth by myriads the youth of fﬂngland |
~ again to subdue I*Imdo&i:un beneath a Christian yoke.
. Piety, un mllmg to pronounce authorlta.tmaly on guch
4 matter, will be loth to imaging that God provoked “
. men to utter and to eredit lies for the furtherance of

. any purpose which could conduce to His glory. As

 must ever be in the order of things by Him deter-
mined, the evil seed produced evil fruit. Grapes
came not of those thorns, nor figs of those thistles.
The murder of a hundred families, the ruin of &
thousand homesteads, were incentives capable of
exalting  our national enthusiasm to the requisite
pitch without the aid of exaggeration or invention.

g . Those hateful falsehoods served but to evoke from

| the depths of our nature the sombre and femcmma,
. instinets which religion and civilization can mever
wholly emdmm%e.. To their aceount wnhappy India

may charge most of the innocent blood that was
' spilt and the bad blood that remains,

It was not long before the usurper bﬁgan to ex-
perience the proverbial uneasiness of a crowned
head, At no time a favourite with tha Oawnpore.
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‘papulatwn, hﬂ nbw was cordially deteated ‘by aﬂ )
. the respectable imhabitants ; who, after his downfall,

il ‘wetiﬁed their hatred by refusing to pronounce ]nw i
. name mtham‘. ‘the addition of some (hspa,mging‘;j L
| eplthet. The majestic appellations of Maharaja and |

Poishwa, were at once cut down to “Nana soor” =

_ “that pig of & Nana:” and this was the mildest =
. and the most decent of all his agnoming, withthe

'exceptlon, perhiaps of budmash,” which answersas )

~ nearly ag possible to the French “coquin.” ¢ That, i

“gront, bu&m&sh, the Nana,” oconrs in the peroras

 tion of one of Nanukchund’s outbursts of Hindoo

eloquence. For the present, howover, the towns
people evinced their ill-will by a tacit but very effec-

| hive! opposmwn to the new rdgime. His requisitions
: of ~money and supplws met with no response ; and |
e could procure nothing except by open force,

which he was not slow to employ The mty had,

indeed, little motive to love him or the state of
things which he repr esented. A Mahomedan author
describes the aspect of a Imcahty where the rebel-
lion had obtmned ‘the aswnd&ncy in these graphic
words :— Bince the day of my arrival T never found
“ the bazaar open, unless it were a fow poor shops.
“ The shop-keepers and the citizens are extremely
i ﬂorry for losing their safety, and curse the muti-
 eers fmm - morning to evening, ’I‘he pcople and
‘ X 2
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(%the workmen gst.arve, and mdawa cw in thelr |
l“( llutﬂ A% Bk i i ‘,a‘

. The: class who had most cause to pray for ﬂw L

return of order were the natives of Bengal Propm*,‘,

then settled in ‘the Upper Provinees for purpose.s |
~ of commerce. Impoverished, asuspected ‘menaced,
 and outraged, they were conseious that neither er,: ‘

limb, nor liberty were worth a turtmghts purchcwe L

Many a rich Bengalee within the borders of the

insurrection sat all day behind closed blinds, witha

pistol in his' gxrdle, a bag of jewels in hm turban,

~ and a horse ready saddled at the back door of his i

| garden. And it was nob without reason that thes;eg

 men guffered 80 cruelly: for they were cmly loss

loyal than the English themselves. The Wealthv,
| industrious, and effeminate denizens of Lower Bengal
" had no desire to see the many-headed and irrational

‘ despomm of a Pr:ae(rorlan guard substituted for the i

 mild and regular sway of old John Company. The
condtict of the soldiery rendered them exceedmgly’
‘uncomfortable and not a little indignant : and they |
 lost no opportunity. of wreaking their spite upon the
turbulent mercenaries who would not allow honest

"'folkﬂ to go about their business in peace. The

sepoys who mutinied at Chittagong and Dacea, both
‘of which stations lie within the lmits ‘Uf Bangal
met; with such hostility from the country-people that
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o

o the,Y gmfe uP all. thwghts of, movutg on: Calcutm;-‘

and endemmmrﬁd to make their way into Assain,

i Few ever reached the frontier. They literally, rotted ‘
| awuy in the Jungle Some died of starvation : i some
 of feyer and ague,  The foragers were knocked on |
 the. ‘head by the peasantry, skilled, like oll Hindoo
‘ fwllagem Ain the /play of the quarterstaff The =
‘ jﬁtragglws were carried off by wild animaly w‘hwh;g
 swarm amidst the swamps and forests that fringe

“the grea(; rwem of eastern India. ' At length, driven

i ’mto a corner, they one morning cut the throats

~of the women who had hitherto accompanied their
'mamh and dlspﬂrsed into the wilderness, to re-appear

! .rmt even on the gaﬂom. They could not have fared
. worse amidst the moors of Yorkshlra or N orthum».

berland i ‘ ;
e pmrxful #ﬂ remember how we requmed the,
- ‘_attachment and. fndeht‘y of Bengal. Ata time when

o good citizens, without distinetion of birth and

:cwed should have united in one firm front against
the common foe, it was the duhght of many among

o thc, Enghsh remdetltﬂ in the capital to heap insult

and aecusation on  their dark-skinned nmghbours.,
Then, in the presence of that portentous danger,
every condition of soul, from the height of mag-
 panimity to incrediblo basenum, might be observed
in, stnkmg and instructive ountrast. Whlla at one
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encl of Northern Indxa stout Sir John was ﬁghinng\
his provinee in the interests of the generu.l weal;
denuding himself of British soldiers, and committing
his existence and reputation to the faith of Sikh
allies ; doing steadfastly in the hour the work of
~ the hour remedying the evil which was sufficient

. unto the day, and, like a good Christian as he was,

 leaving to God the things of the morrow: at the
other end a clique of Englishmen, driven insane
it oy terror and virulence, were plotting how to form

themselves into a Oommlttue of Public Safety,
depose the wceroy, seize the reins of the state,
and have their will upon the native population.
While at Arrah a handful of heroes were defending
L bilhardmoom against drought, and hunger, and
. cannon, and the militia of a warlike region, backed
. by three rogiments of regular infantry: in Calentta
L pack of bullies. were moving  heaven and earth |
to eject from the Phoﬁogmphm Bociety a Bengalee" ‘
~ member, who had given vent to some remarks ve-
 flecting upon the habits and tone of low Buropean
loafers. As if they themselves never sinned against
~ charity with tongue or pen!’ As if “traitor,” and
- “hypocrite,” and ¢ fawning nigger,” were not terms
- all too weak to express their feelings toWards those

deputations of Hindoo and Mahomedan gentlemen. i

who filled the shelves of Liord’s Canning’s cabinet
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il | Wmh addresses sethmg forth tlwu' dem‘ﬂﬂn m" ‘f
. ourulel j

- July had mﬂ well set in before the msurgent

i '()f C‘awnpore showed symptoms that marked the
 wilfulness and inconstancy of soldiers who have

| once forgotten their duty. Idleness bred discon-
 tent, and discontent speedily ripened into sedition. .

it The honeymoon had not yet drawn to acloses,*and;_‘,"‘is-f

| 31"13

already this uunatural connexion between the Nana

. and the army was distasteful to the stronger of 4

il the cmltmctmg parties,  Regiments which had re-
 fused to obey such men as Ewart and Delafosse
were not likely fo enterfain any very ‘profound.
reverence for an. effete Hindoo rake. The Peishwa

4 ewnced an inclination to enjoy for a while the
 contemplation of his recent dignity in the retire-

ment of Bithoor : but the troops had no motion

of letting their. paymastw out of sight, and brought .‘

him back \into their midst by violence which ‘they .

hardly cared to disguise beneath the semblance of
~ respect,  On the third of the month a donation 1
was  distributed among their ranks, and accepted
with anything but gratitude. Few got as much as,

A their own opinion, they deserved; and all less

than they desived. What they had was not in
- a portable form. Government silver proved to be
. an mconvement burclen for the loins ; and if thmgs



| OAWNPORE. |

Weht "iﬂ; ; b .lmight::prqc'me ‘a still. more v‘«‘TUipIQﬂﬁﬂnﬁf o

girdle round the neck. There were disagreeable I

_ ancedotes current regarding certain gentlemen, late o
of the Company’s service, who had been executed

e Allababad on the discovery about their persons i

. of some new copper coins, which had never issned

_ from the Treasury by a regular payment, and which =

‘they were suspected of having intended to put into
premature ciroulation.  There accordingly was a

brisk demand for gold. = Azimoolah ordered it to
“be proclaimed in the bazaar by beat of drom. that
~bankers should supply the mutineers with mohurs
at o minimum price of twenty-one rupees. The

Cawnpore exchange, however, had so little confi-

dence in the star of the maharaja, that these coing

' could mnot be hought for less than twenty-elght“‘

rupees, which was an advance of seventy-five per
cent. on then' ‘ordinary prices The sepoys, ‘WI‘mr i
were not more acquainted than European pmvates‘

with the laws which regulate the money-market;

and knew only that they had ended by pocketing y

little move than half the cash that they expected,

were soon talking about a fresh change of masters,

The Mussulman faction gained ground rapidly and

 surely. Men 'bf,gan to recollect how cleverly the
Nunhey Nawab had managed his battery without

' auy prior experience in gunnexy, and drew bhe con=
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y Iuswn that he might bw equa]ly sueeeasﬁﬂ Jf hea e
iy wuld be bribed by an offer of snverexgn’ry to tm'n v
o hxs attention towards the rate of discount,
I But. mﬂ;farv greediness, and Moslem ambltlon, i
i and the jealousy of the mobles, and the ahidty
~of the bourgeoisie ceased ere long to oceupy e
ﬂmug'hfbs of the tyrant. These sources of uncasiness
were absorbed in one grest and pressing teror, i
~ when, at the first ‘doubtful and intermittent, but
more frequent ever and clearer, came surging up
from the south-west the fame of the advancing ven-
geance.  Couriers mounted on swift camels were
sent down the road, and returned with the intel« =
ligence that the British were certainly approaching o
by forced ma.rch(as, laying down a telegraph as they .
~ proceeded, and hanging the inhabitants of the .
wllagf*s within which were found pieces of the old
wites This mfmmatmn nabumlly prmlucﬁd a strong
cﬂ'eet upon men whose erimes were not such as
to meet with inpunity under the new scale of
pennltlw that secemed to have been adopted by
the Bahibs. The consternation was so deep and
universal that the Nana had recourse to his cus-
 tomary palliative. On- the fifth of July he msued
| the following proclamation :—
%It has come to our notice that some of t.lw, |
% mby peoplez, h.mng heard  the rumours of the




. arrival of the Furopean hoﬁp& at Allahdbad, are‘
“ deserting their houses and going ont into the

s L GAWNPORE

L« disiricts,  Be it therefore proclaimed in each lane

“and streot of the city that fregimeuﬁs ‘of cavalry,
“and infantry, and batteries have beend@spatched' “
 “to check the Europeans either at Allahabad or

“‘ Futtelpore; that the people  should  therefore

“remain in their houses mthout any a.pprehensmn i
“ and engage their mmdﬂ in carrying on thein work.”
- This manifesto was probably considered too tame o
smd brief for such a crisis. Next dmy there appeared
‘a truly notable state-paper, which, to judge from
 internal evidence, may be attributed to the pen of
the prime-minister, It is regarded as the master-
piece of that author and may serve for a model to
all) Governments that undertake to enlighten the
publie mind by means of an official organ. e
% A traveller just arrived at Cawnpore from Alla-
“ habad states that before the cartridges were dis-
“tributed a Council was held for the purpose of
“ taking away the religion and rites of the people
¢ of Hindostan. The Members of Council came to
““ the conclusion that, as the matter was oue affecting
“ religion, seven or eight thousand "H;umpeans would
“ be required, and it would cost the lives of fifty
“ thousand  Hindoos, but that af this price the
6 natwea of Hmdostau would  become ()hmtlans
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L il‘he matm‘wm therefore revpmwnwd na despa;mhﬁ | il .
| %toQueen thorm, who gave her consent. A seeond

iy C}ounml was then held, at which the Enghsh mer- e
% chants were present. It was then resolved to ask,_

“for the nssistonce of a hcdy of Eumpean trtmpsj“ |

“ oqual in number to the native army, so as to

% insure success when the excitement should be ot

| Ythe highest. When the despatch containing this f
% dpplication was read in England, thirty-five thow-

~ “yand Yuropeans: were very rapidly embarked on f
% ships, and started for Hindostan, and intelligence
#.of their despatch reached Culoutta. Then the
“ Englich in Caleutta issued the order for the dis-

. gribution of the cartridges, the object of which was

% to make Hindostan Christian ; as it was thoumbt
o tlmt the pemple wmﬂd come over with the army.

o« The cartmdgeﬂ were gmeared with hog and cow's

% fat.  One man who let out the secret wag huug, ,
4 and one 1mpnmned” R

“ Meantime, while they were occupmd in anrrryma '
“ mﬂ; their plan, the ambassadors of the Sultan of
i Roum 4 (Turkey) “in London sent word to  his
“ govereign that thm;yﬁve thoust md Buropeans had

. % been despawhed to Hindostan to make all the

« natives Christians. The Sultan (may Allah per:
% petuate his kmgdom 1) issued s firman to the
f Pacha of Egypt the coutents of which are a8

) "
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“ follo w& | ‘You are cnnspnmrr w:th Quean Vlctorlay

iy yon are gmlty of neglect in this matter, what

“ ¢kind of face will you be able to show to God?’” i
e When this firman of the Sultan of Roum reached

it Lhe I’acha of Egypt, the Lord of Egypt assembled

| his army in the city of Aloxandua, which is on the

road to India, before the Buropeans arrived. As

 soon as the Furopean troops arrived the. troops of |

o t}m Pacha of Egypt, began to fire mto them with

. % guns on all sides, and sunk all their ships, so
o that not even a single European escaped The
i Enghsh in Cdlcutta, after issuing orders for bltmg
“ the cartridges, and when these dl&turbances had

i "‘ reached their height, were looking for the assist~

“ ance of the army from London. But the Almighty
Hiby the exercise of his power made an end of them
“at the very outset, When intelligence of the
« - destruction of the army from London arrived, the
W Governor-General was much grieved and dlﬁtresqad

and beat his head. |
el evenmde he intended murder and plunder. i

% At noon neither had his body a head, nor his hea.d 8 cover,

..* In one reyolution of the blue heavens it
o Nelther Nadir remained, nor a follower of Nadir” ,

“ .'Done by order of his Grace the Pemhwa. 127.3 of the Hegxm e

; But the onwurd march of the hnfrhsh vas not tot
~ be checked by quotations from Qordoo poets. o
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:, fwhoved thmh snmé wmpons bemdes the elothme

1}

e Ammoolah and  the sign. -manual of Dhmndou[
. Punth shcmld be found, and found qmckly*: e

‘rebel ‘chiefs were' bmomecl to muqtcr’ their re- ;

tniners, and Tecka Singh to beat up the bumars =

 for ‘sepoys. Reluctant and dispirited the truants =

‘turned out to fight for a sovereign whom they

were m,hemmg to dethrone, and for phmdf'r which
had already by some magical pmcesq ‘melted away G
. to half | the 'original value.  Baba Bhut mder-

took to prcwide carriage for the stores and ammu-
nition: and ‘accordingly lmpounded the conveyances

of the town, pmhuular]y all vehicles formerly the“‘i |
: pmpmhy of European gentry: a measure which

i causnrl 1o gmall vexation to the mutineers who had

. been cutting a dash in the buggies that had belonged

. to our subalterns. 'The merchants rmmved ewzeau~" i
 sive indents for tents and water-proof great-coats: a
| most eqsentml article of eqmpmenﬁ daring the first

‘weoks of the rainy scason. The Ordnance Ofﬁce,

'repmwd itself to be short of pemmmon cops; and |
the whole staff of the department was at orice set to
~work at, converting detonating muskets into mateh-

’Iocksx.  These preparations were completed by the
ninth b of J uly, on which day Brigadier Jwala Pemhad‘

| left the station in the dtre«.,bmn of Allahabad at the« '

| "hmd o’t ‘f‘datachmenm irom three rcgmxents of cay
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' zmd seven. of mfantry, togeﬁher thh a m’arong body |

i of feudal militia: in all some thxrby~ﬁve hundred

 sabres, bayonets, and lances. The column wag ac
companied by twelve guus of various pattern and
calibre, which the result of the earliest action
enabled Geneml Hweloc}: to desc*rxbe thh mmute
_acouracy. . | R
Mhey did well to hurry for the m”anigex‘*w-w‘aa
abroad, Late in May there landed at ‘Caleutta o

i wing of the First Madras Fusileers, under the com-

mand of Major Renaud and Lieutenant Colonel
' Neill: who, after securing an order which enabled
them to draw upon the Patna Tressury, proceeded
© straight to the Terminus situated on the bank of the
~ Hooghly ﬁmmg the aapltal with the intention of
- performing the first stretch of their ‘journey by rail.
A train was on the point of starting ; and the station-
master, jealous, it may be, to obtain his new line a
- reputation for punctuality, refused to delay until the
. rear-guard could be embarked in the cars. Heres
- upon Neill, an Indian veteran, who during a long
‘absence from home had lost what little reverence he

| ever possessod for the authority of Bradshaw, elapped
 the official under arrest in his own waiting-room, and

gave the guards and stokers to understand that he
~ had constituted himself traffic-manager for the time

. being. Travelling in this high-handed style he reached
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e Benmes whm leanb expmted exﬂxm‘ by t}w Englmh il
. remdemﬁ%, who were waiting to haye their throats i
cut, ‘or by the native force, which was looking b
~ for an excuse to mubmy, and which now found a i
| pret.ext in the arrival of Neill. After a rough a.nd*"l i
” “““tumble ﬁght he bundled the insurgents ont of the
place; clmeted the fears of the European populations
and at once began his u.rmng;ementa for penetrating

to Allahabad, where a feeble garrison, closely in-

. vested by an enormous rebel host, was dafendmg i
' w mile and a half of wall w1th wmty prospwt; e

delweranca. i 0
' On the evening cvf the nmﬁh June he sent on in
bullock carts a hundred and scventeen of his people;.

despatnhed thirty-six others in a small steamer ; and

packed himself, with two officers and forty-four men,

~ into such sbage-wrmges as had shafty and axles.

. Posting in the East is never a very expeditious

method of logomotion ; and at this conjuncture

 every stable along the Grand Trunk Road had been |

plandered more or ]_ess thoroughly, But the agents

. of the Dawk C'Ompany'knew their man: and it may

safely be asserted that the grooms were less sleepy

~ than usual, and the drivers loss sulky ; that the

horses Jibbed not quite so pextmamousl’y, and the

wheelﬂ came off at sﬂmewhat w:der intervals. No
pwmme of tmble gmtmtles ﬁ om an ombrya mmnber
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of Parlmmenh hurrymg up eountry in search uf sta-
- tistics, ever so surely cut short a stoppage or an
altercation, as did the rattle of the panels of the

foremost van, which betokenod that Neill Sahib was "

awake, and in another moment would be thrusting

out his head to ask what the matter was,  When

~ the animals broke down, strings of peasanty were

harnessed to ‘the traces: and by the aftemnou of ‘ |

 the second day the relieving army, numbering o
51&011} fout* dozen of exhausted men, had found their
way into the beleaguered place. On the follﬂwmg |
rorning the stmggle began in earnest; and con- |
 tinued for a full week, Successive mstalments of
Fusileers swarmed in by road and river: while the
. enemy had soon consumed most of their courage and |
‘all their ball-cartridge, and were reduced to load
Wlth morsels of telegraph wire : a device whereby, i
over and above the effect of their fire, they got rid
of an article the possession of which came under the
=ch1pter of cn}ntal offences in the Criminal Code a,s”‘_

_revised by Colonel Neill. That officer by the nine.

'teen%l July had re-conquered the city of Allahabad,
~ and cleared the district of msurgmts He now found
leisure to make some inquiries into the past, which
resulted in a series of executions: not more than
the crisis warranted, (for, though an ausere man, he
was no savage,) but quite numerous enough, in the
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“iexpreame dlalebt of the day, to eatabhsh a, great | i

:  i funk i

Meunwhﬂe tha hea,f. was smh 48 no Worcls can,‘: i |

‘? Tfadupmtdy describe. - The Eurcpeans died of sup- |

 stroke at an average rate of two a day,  Ow troops i

s hady Qutstrlppcd their Commls@armt and cnuld get i
nelther bread, nor coffee, nor drugs, nor fans, nor
 sereens of mmstened grass; appliances which, known b

I to an Lnglmh housekebpen as “luxuries’’ and “com- | ‘

¢ forts,” in the est;ma;tmn of thuse who hme spenﬁ_ ; |

an Indian June in the tented fiold merit quite

another denomination. Unfm'tunately, though the i

~ larder and the medicine-chest were empty, the cel-
la:br& of Aliahabad were only too well furnished. ’I.‘lwy |
~ were pillaged by some Sikhs, who, w1thout applvmg |

- for a licence, at once opened a lively trade : smllmg
i ‘_beer brandy, madmm, and champagne abt a umform f
charge of mxpenw the bottle, Cholera soon broke il

. out among our poor fcllaw&a, living as they did on
wine and spirits 'w;Lthout even a halfpenny- -worth of
bread in a temperature of a4 hundred and thivty-five
def.rrm,a. In the course of seventy-two houry forty

. deaths ocuurred in the ranks of the Madras regiment.

The Golfmel bought up and destroyed the whole
~ stock of liquor; ransacked the neighbourhood in
L aeat of wholesome provisions ; removed his. patwntb -

to the most healthy qu'xrters w}nch he could com-

‘ Al
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mand ; and ‘Was repmd by seeing the mysmnﬂu&!‘
disease vamsh as suddenly as it had mpppa,red after ‘
carrying oﬂ' one. (mt of every nine {inong his
 soldiers. ol sl R

. As when a slendor m]l ominons to an expcnemed
eye, trickles through the crack in an embankment
‘behind which is gathered, not long there to stay, an
“immenge weight of water: =o came along the valley
 of Glanges this 11tt1e band, the forerunner of a mighty

- multitude of warriors. Every evening brought into ]
Allahabad a fresh batch of Englishmen, jaded,
indeed, and suffering crnelly from the dmm,te, but
eager to be led forward to rescue or revenge. Conti-
nental authors who descant glibly on the stolidity
and insensibility of the British private might have
| -learned a useful lesson could they have overheard
the t.«:mlk of those pale and sickly lads. By the last
day of June Neill judged himself strong enough to
- detach towards Cawnpore two guns and eight hun-
dred men, balf of whom were Europeans. The
column was placed under the orders of Major
- Renaud, who pushed up the road ; fighting as occa-
« gion offered ; tr mqulllmng the country by the very
simple expedient of hanging everybody who ghowed
%igﬂs”of insubordination ; and using all endeavours
to procure information concerning the fate of the
. Cawnpore garrison,  On the fourth July he was met
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by a roport of the capitulation and the massacre,
Oorrobomted and contradicted, and qualified, and
‘again confidently affirmed, rumour insensibly ma-
‘tured into undoubted fact : but to this day no man
ventures to name the precise hour when he lnmsoif’
became assured that the worst was true, |
- With July arrived Brigadier-General Hmelook
- who, after having employed a week in collecting lus
 resotirces, moved northwards from Allahabad with |

#ix cannon and a thousand English soldiers. That'

~ was not a joyous expedition, The hearts of all were
occupied with forebodings of evil which they dared
not  shape into words: and the faco of creation
seemed to reflect the universal gloom. As in that
fantastic canvas of old Diirer, whercon the knightis
journeying towards an unknown goal in unhallowed
company, 8o to the fancy of those who were not in-
capable of vivid emotion even inanimate and irrational
nature partook that shade of the future that was on
every soul. They waded in a sea of slush, knee-deep
now, and now breast high, while the flood of tropical
rain beat down from overhead. As farto right and left
as eye could pierce extended one vast morass: and
tﬁe desolate scene was enlivened by no human sound,
N r)thmg was heard save the melancholy croaking
of the cicalas, mingled with an under hum of count-
less insects, The air was heavy with the oﬂ'emlve
' ‘ Y 2




(”‘A WNPORE

adour ﬁf lxmeﬁtlees let'e were no mdmntmm that
the column was traversing an mhabl‘ned emmtry,
except the bodies which hu.ng‘ by fvos dnd threes

from branch and signpost, and the gaunt swine who

by the roadside were holding their loathgome car-

nival. After three days of steady toil through the - 0

I ‘mud and the water Havelock was made aware that the i

| enemy were ahead, and that Renaud was admncmg i

unsupporbed into the teeth of am overwhdmmg

 force. Then our troops hastened forward, and made |

~ one march of five leagues and another of eight
. beneath a blazing sun ; (for ab this point the weather

cloared, and they lost the protection of the clouds;)

until they caught up the Major and his detachment '

a ‘and finally halted in a state of entire pmstmmm five

mileg from the town of Futtehpore, where J wala

~ Pershad was encamped with all his chivalry.

1t was early morning. Onr weary people were

 enjoying their “little breakfast” of tea, that plea-

' santest of Imhan meals, when the rebel vanguard
. came “pourmg down the causeway. Havelock, who

 wished bamestly to give his harassed soldiers rost,

resolved to wait until this ebullition should expend

 iteelf,  But the affair grew serions ; and he had
~ s00n no choice bub to aceept the challenge and draw

1 up hig army. In front were the guns, protected by
! a hundred Hkll'fﬂlﬂh(‘l‘ﬁ fu'med with' bhat Enﬁeld ritle
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‘ ‘whwh, then & ramty, i now a familiar Objeﬂt to every |

other household in Great Britain. 'The Fusiliers and
the Seventy-eighth Highlanders struggled through
the swamps on the right. The Sixty-fourth Regiment
‘went; forward in the centre ; and the Highty-fourth

on the left, supported by a battalion of Punjabees. .
The cavalty moved along some firm ground which

~ lay on the extreme flank.

Never was there such a battle. LT might say,’

wutoa the General, * that in ten minutes the action |
 “was decided, for in that short space of time the

“gpirit of the enemy wag utterly subdued. [The
“ rifle five, reaching them at an unexpected distance,
Lt ﬁ]led them with dismay ; and, when Captain Mande

i
f

il
i

“ was enabled to push hm guns bo point-blank range,

. his surprisingly acourate fire demolished their little
« remaining confidence. In a moment three gung

“ were abaudmmd to us on the chaussie, and the
‘.“ force advanced steadily, driviug the enemy before
“it on every point. Their guns continued to fall

% into our hands ; and then in succession they were

“ driven from the garden enclosures; from a strong
“ barricade on the road; from the town wall; into
o ancl‘thrmlgh‘, out of and beyond the town. Their
| fire scarcely reached uﬁs. Qurs, for four honrs,

|4 allowed them no repose.”

In f'wt it was a mere rout: a memma.ble trmmph
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ek outraged civilization, The Second Cavalry mmd(*‘
a flourish which for a while checked our onset : but

the troopers of that redoubted corps soon had had
enough of Engligh' lead, and felt no appetite for a

taste of Knglish steel. Accustomed fo deal with

. feebler adversaries, they were spoilt for fighting with
grown men. By noon nothing was to be seen of the -
. matineers within six miles of Futtehpore save their
dead, their accoutrements, and their whole park of
artillery.  Flying in irretrievable disorder theyspread
emxywhere that the Sahibs had come back in strange
guise ; some (draped like women, to remind them

- what manner of wrong they were sworn to reqaite ; |

others, conspicuous by tall blue caps, who hit their
mark without being seen to fire. Qur list of killed
and wounded contained not one British name : though
8 dozen or so of Sowars, Jemadars, and Russeldars
made it as incomprehensible to a home reader as an
Indian bulletin should ever be. But the bloodless
day was not costless : for twelve of our privates were
 slain outright by the sun, Our irregular horsemen,

who recognised some comrades in the hostile ranks, |

had flatly refused to charge, and were consequently
dismounted and disarmed : a precaution that dimin-
ished our cavalry to a score of volunteers. |
When the Nana learned how his soldiers had con-
ducted themselves he flew into a violent passion,
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which could be relieved only by vicarious letting of
. blood.  After attending at the execution of eight

 ill-fated couriers, who had been intercepted from
time to time with English despatches in and about

their persons, ho felt sufficiently composed to face
‘the‘ emergency.  Determined to reserve his own

sacred self for the supreme venture, he sent into the
field a Patroclus in the person of Bala Rao, whose
stake in the cause was indeed no light one. Every
available mutineer was equipped and marched down
the road, and the captured pieces were replaced from
the magazine. On the morrow the Peishwu 8 brother
followed his reinforcements, and took up a position
round a hamlet named Aoung, twenty-two miles
south of Cawnpore. Ile found the rebel mind in
high perturbation. The gossip of the camp-fires ran
~ mainly on the disagreeable sensations produced by
strangulaiion ; and the disquisitions of certain among
the sepoys who had witnessed that operation were
80 circumstantial and picturesque that many who
had come best off in the partition of the spoil doffed
the remains of their uniforms, and stole away with
their riches to the seclusion of their native villages.
The behaviour of those who remained proved that

the army had rather gained than lost in efficiency

by the withdrawal of such as had nothing to acquire
- and something to enjoy.
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- Their valour was soon to be tested At ning in
the morning of the fifteenth up came the English;
Maude and his battery leading the way ; with the
Fusiliers and the sharpshooters of the Sixty-fourth
close at his heels. = Shrapmel shells and conical
bullets quickly cleared away eoverything from our
front, and strewed the highway with  corpses,
‘weapons, and. abandoned teuts and waggons, The
- Second Cavalry caught sight of our baggage, which
~ had been left beneath _af grove in the care of a
_ slender guard, and fancied that they discerned an
‘oceasion for distinguishing themselves after their
 own fashion. But they were lamentably disappointed.
The regiment had to bustle back with empty pockets
and not a few empty saddles, and thenceforward
was contented to rest on the renown of prevmu&
exploits, | ‘ ‘
Bala Rao W1thdrew hls thOps behind streum
which crossed the road a league in rear of the con-
tested village,  The water was too deep to be forded,
The bridge was strongly fortified, and defended by
two twenty-four pounders, Our force proceeded to
the attack after a slight tiffin, and a short siesta for
. all whose nerves were firm enough to allow them a
~snateh of sleep between two of the rounds in a fight
for such a prize. Maude raked the hostile cannon,
which stood in a salient bend of the river: while
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 the Fusiliers advanced in skirmishing order, entaged
at the fall of gallant Major Renaud, whose thigh had

‘been broken early in the day. After plying their

rifles with deadly effect, they suddenly closed up, |-

and flung thémsvelves headlong on the bridge. Bala

" Rao, to whom cannot be charged the cowardice
~ which a popular maxim associates with cruelty, had
_ purposed to maintain his post to the last: buf on
thig occasion he had not to do with a front-rank of

seated ladies and children, and a rear-rank of gentle-
‘men whose hands were strapped behind their backs.
'With set teeth, and flashing eyes, and firelocks
tightly elenched, pelted by grape and musketry our
people converged at a run upon the narrow passage.
When they came near enough to afford the enemy
an opportunity of observing on their countenances
that expression which the Sahibs always wear when

iy

they do not mean to turn back, the rebel array broke

and fled. The fugitives took with them their general,
who carried off in his shoulder & lump of Govern
~ment lead, to which he was most heartily welcome ;
but did not find fime for the removal of their
“artillory.  There passed into our hands four guns;
which cannot be said to have been dearly p.urchased
‘at six casualties a-piece. j
Wounded as he was, Bala Rao brought to Cawn-
pore the tidings of his own defeat, He went straight




L AWNPORJJ

to the quarters of lns brother whlch were soon
crowded with the leading rebels, who came fo_hea,r‘
what had happened, and to impart their apprehen-
siohs and suggestions. The deliberations of this
improvised council were at first confused and de-
sultory. = Some were for retiring to Bithoor ; some for
uniting their forces with the mutineers of Futtehgur.
At length, by a slender majority of voices, it was
 decided to make one more stand south of C‘m“mpvol"e‘ |
When the resolution had been adopted, Teeka
 Singh asked whether the Nana had made np his
mind as to what should be done with the prisoners ;
and hinted that, in case things went ill, it might
be awkward for some then present should the Sahibs
 find such a mass of evidence ready to their hands ;
nay more, that the chances of a reverse would be
- considerably Iessened if the captives were once pub
out of the way. The British were approaching
V" aalely for the purpose of releasing their compatriots,
and would not risk another battle for the satisfac-
tion of burying them. They would be only too glad
of an excuse to avoid meeting the Peishwa in the
field.  Dhoondoo Punth was not hard to convince
on such @ point. 'Whenever bloodshed was in gues-
tion, he showed himself the least impracticable of
men. In the present 1nstance he would never have
required prompting, but for the importunity of the



royal widows, his step- mothers'by adoption, who had
sent him word that they would throw themselves

and their duldren from the upper windows of the
pala,(,e if' he again murdered any of their sex. As

a pledge that this was no vain parade of philanthropy
they had abstained from food and drink for many

hours together. In order to anticipate their remon-

strances, directions were given to set about the work

forthwith., In fact, for every reason, ‘twas well that
- it should be done quickly. = The assembly broke up ;

but all who could gpare the time stayed for at least

the commencement of such & representation as none
could hope to behold twice in a life-time. :
At four o’clock in the afternoon, or between that

and five, some of the Nana’s people went across to :
the house of bondage, and bade the Englishmen who

were there to come forth. Forth they came ;—the
three persons from Futtehgur, and the merchant and
his son ;—accompanied by the biggest of the children,
a youth of fourteen, who, poor boy, was glad perhaps
to take this opportunity of classing himself with his
elders. - Some ladies pressed out to watch the course
which the party took, but were pushed back by the

sentries, = The gentlemen inquived whither they

were going, and were answered that the Peishwa
had gent for them on some concern of his own.
But all around was a deep throng of spectators,

*
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thc foremost TOWS s.c,afced on the grmmd #0 tha:ﬁ I

those behind might see : whlle an outer circle oceu-
pied, as it were, reserved places on, ‘the wall of the

. enclosure. There, beneath a spreadmg limo-tree,

. lounged Dhoondoo Puuth, the gold lace of his 1.

| turban ghttwmg in the sun-shine. There were
Jwala Pershad ; and Tantia, Topee ; and Am:lmcﬂah datlii

the Iadies’ man ; and Bala Rao, the twinges of whose
ghoulder-blade heightened his amhty for the coming
shmv. When this' concourse was uotaced by our
ountrymen, their lips mov red as if in prayer, | At |
the gate which led into the road they were stopped |
by asquad of sepoys, and shot doad.  Their bodies
 were thrown on to the grass which bordered the
‘highway, and became the sport of the rabble; who,
_ doubtless, pointed to them in turn, and said : * That
| SBahib is the Governor of Bengal ; and this is the
|« Governor: of Madras; and this is the Governor
“ of Bombay.” Such was the joke which during
that twelvemonth went the round of Northern
TIndia. - e
About halfmfm«hour aftu thig the woman cmlled
% the Begum” informed the captives thatthershwa -
had determined to have them killed. One of the
ladies went up to the native officer who commanded
‘the guard, and told him that she learned they were
all to die. To this he replied that, if Sﬁ(;h were the
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‘caﬂe, he must have heard something about it 5 80
that she had no cause to be afraid : and a soldmr
said to the Begum : ¢ Your orders will not be obey ed,
% Who are you that you should give orders 27 Upon
this the woman fired up, and hurried off to lay the

 affair befote the Nama. During her absence the L

SEpOys discussed the matber, and resolved that they |
would never lift their weapons against the prisoners, |
One of them afterwards confessed to a friend that

his own motive for so deciding was anxiety to stand

well with the Sahlbks, if ever they got back to Cawn
pore.  The Begum presently returned with five men,
cach carrying a sabre. Two were Hindoo peasants :
the one ﬁhirtyeﬁve years of age, fair and tall, with
long mustachios, but flat-faced and wall—eyedi the
other considerably his senior, short, and of a sallow
complexion, Two were butchers by calling : portly
strapping fcumw hoth well on in life. The larger of
the two was disfigured by the traces of the small-
pox. They were Mahommedans, of course; as no
Hindoo could adopt a trade which obliged lum to
apill the blood of a cow. -
- These four were dressed in dirty-white clothes. The
fifth, likewise a Mussulman, wore the red uniform of
the Maharaja’s body-guard, and is reported to have
been the sweetheart of the Begum. He was called
survur Khan and passed for a native of some distant
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province. A byatfmder remarked that Lie had hair
on his hands.

The sepoys were b1dden o f'mll on. Half a—dozen ;
among them advanced and dlsc,harged their muskets
through the windows at the ceiling of the apart-
ments. Thereupon the five men entered. It was
the short gloaming of Hindostan :—the hour when
lndies take their evening drive. She who had
“aceosted the officer was standing in the doorway,
With her were the native doctor, and two Hindoo
menials, That much of the business might be seen
from the verandah, but all else was concealed amidst
the interior gloom. Shrieks and scuffling acquainted
those without that the journeymen were earning
their hire. Survur Khan soon emerged with his
sword broken off at the bilt, He procured another
. from the Nana’s house, and a few minutes after
_ appeated again on the same errand, The third blade
was of better temper ; or perhaps the thick of the
work was already over. By the time darkness had
closed in, the men came forth and locked wup the
house for the night. Then the screams ceused . but
the groans lasted till morning. ‘

The sun rose as usual. When he had been up
nearly three hours the five repaired to the seene of
their labours over-night. They were attended by a
few sweepers, who proceeded to transfer the contents
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‘ iof the house to a dry well situated behind some

tree,s which grew hard by, ¢ The bodles, says one

who was present throughout, “were dragged out,
“ most of them by the hair of thehead, Those who

QL

* had ‘clothes worth tctkmg were stripped. Some of

“ the women were alive. I cannot say how many :
“ but three could speak. They prayed for the sake of
“ Glod that an end might be put to their sufferings.
4 [remarked one very stout. woman, an half-caste,
Who was severely wounded in both arms, who
o entreatt.d to be killed. She and two or three
 others were placed against the bank of the cut by

 which bullocks go down in drawing water. The
< dead were ﬁrst thrownin, Yes: there was a great
* erowd looking on: they were standing along the |

- “walls of the compound, They were principally
“ city people and villagers. Yes: there were also
“ sepoys.  Three boys were alive. They were fair
“ children. The eldest, I think, must have been six
'€ or seven, and the youngest five years, They were
“ running round the well, (where else could they go
“ to?) and there was none to save them. No: none
¢ said a word, or tried to save them.”

At length the smallest of them made an infantile
attempt to get away. The little thing had been
frightened past bearing by the murder of one of the

surviving ladies. e thus attracted the observation
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of a native, who flung him and his companions down
the well. One deponent is of opinion that the man
first took the trouble to kill the children.  Others
think not.  The corpses of the gentlemen must have
 been committed to the same receptacle : fora towns-
man who looked over the brink fancied that there
wag “a Sahib uppermost,” Thig is the history of
 what took place at Cawnpore, between four in the
afternoon of one day and nine in the morning of
anothor, almost under the shadow of the church-
tower, and within call of the ']Jheatre, the Assombly
"\ Rooms, and the Magonic Lodge. Long before noon
on the sixteenth July there  remained no hvm«r
. European within the cireuit of the statiom, ‘
But there were plenty at no great distance : for,
about the turn of day, our force, after travelling
five leagues, rested for a space in a hamlet buried
amidst a forest of mango groves. A mile to north-
ward lay the sepoy host, entrenched across the
gpot where the byway to Cawnpore branches from
the Grand Trank Road. BSeven gung commanded
. the approaches, and behind a sucoession of fortified
| villages were gathered five thousand fighting men,
prepared to strile a last blow for their necks and
 their booty. Havelock resolved to turn the flank
of the Nana : for he was aware that, if an opponent
agsails a native army otherwise than as it intended
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| ".’ro be assa,lled when 1!; took up m position, the

~ general for a certainty loses his head, and ‘the
soldiers thew heart. The word was given, and our

| column defiled at a steady pace round the left of

the hostile line.  The Fusileers led, with two field-

pieces in their rear. Then came the Highlanders,

and the bulk of the artillery ; followed by the
 Sixty-fourth, the Bighty-fourth, and the Sikh bat.
talion. For gome time the mutineers seemed to
~ be unconscious of what was going on: deceived
by elumps of fruit-trees, that screened our move-
ment ; and distracted by the sharp look-out which

they were keeping straight ahead. But soon an

evident sensation was created along their whole
array. 'Their batteries began discharging shot and
shell with greater liberality than aceuracy; while
a body of Lavahcrs pushed forward in the direction
of our march, and made a demonstration that did
not lead to much,  As soon as the enemys flank

was completely exposed to the English attack, our

‘troops halted, faced, and advanced in the ovder

‘wherein they found themselves, covered by two

companies of the Fusileers extended as skirmishers.
Colonel Hamilton  bade the pipes strike up, and

led the Seventy-eighth against a cluster of houses

defended by three guns. Hix horse was shot between
his logs: but the kilts never stopped until they
‘ : Z
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were mastem of all mmdu the village. Three more

pieces were captumd by Major Stz,rlmg and the |

Sixty-fourth regiment. The rebel infantry were
 everywhere in full retreat ; for the last half-hour
nothing had been seen of the mmlry and the
battle appcmed to be won. il
. Qur fire had already ceased. Tlm 0ﬁicers were
mngmtu]atmg each other on their easy vietory:
the' privates were lighting their uhwootu, and specu-
Jating on the probability of an extra allowance of
yam: when of a sudden a twenty-four pounder,
| planted on the Cawnpore Road, opened with fatal
 precision upon our exhausted ranks. | Two large
masses of horsemen rode forward over the plain.
The foot vallied, and came down with drums beating
“and eolours flying; and the presence of a numerous
staff, in gallant attire, announced that the Peishwa
himself was there, bent on daring something groat
in defence of his tottering throne. Méanwhﬂé our
artillery cattle, tired out by continual labour over
vile roads and ander a burning sun, could no longer
drag the canmon into action. The volunteers did
whatever might be done by a dozen and a half
planters mounted on untrained hunters. The in-
| surgents grew ingolent; : our soldiers were falling
fast: and the British general perceived that the
orisis was not yet over. He despatched his son
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to tha spob where the men of the Sixty-fourth were
 lying down under such cover as they could g@t i
, with an order to rise and charge. ! ‘
" They leapt to their feet, rejoicing to fling aside
| their inaction : and young Havelock placed himself
 at their head, and steered his horse straight for
the muzzle of the gun: mindful, perhaps, how, four
‘and forty years before, his sire, then a light-haired
stripling, ' showed our allies on the banks of the
Bidassoa that an English steed could clear o French
breastwork. But our people were not Spaniards:
~and more than one indignant veteran asked in
. grambling tones whether the corps might not be
trusted to the guidance of its own officers. = Nor
 did their major need that any one should show
him the way, when once he had dismounted, and
thrown to a groom the bridle of his fidgety little
charger, a shapely bay Arab, on whose back, four
months later, he was shot dead amidst his shattered
v‘reglmﬁm in a glorious but ineffectual attempt to
retrieve a disastrous day, i
. And then the mutineers realized the (,hange that
a few wecks had wrought in the nature of the task
which $hey had selected and cut out for themselves,
The affair was no longer with mixed groups of in-
valids and civilians, without strategy or diseipline,
resisting desperately wherever they might chance to
Z 2
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“be brought to bay. Now from left to right extended

the uix‘()l'oken-‘ line of white faces, and red cloth, and :
 sparkling steel. In front of all, the field officer
atopped briskly out, doing his best to keep ahead of
his people.  There marched the captains, duly posted
on the flank of their companies ; and the subalterns,
gesticulating with their swords; and the sober,
bearded serjeants, each behind his respective sec-
~ tion.  Embattled in their national order, and burn-

ng with more than their national lust of combat, on

they came, the unconquerable British Infantry. The
grape was flying thick and trues Files rolled over.
Men stumbled, and recm'ere,d.‘, themselves, and went
on for a while, and then turned and hobbled to
the rear. | But the Sixty-fourth was not to be
denied,  C(loser and closer drew the measured
tramp of feet : and the heart of the foe died within
him, and his fire grew hasty and ill-directed. As the
last volley cut the air overhead, our soldiers raised a
mighty shout, and rushed forward, each at his own
~pace.  And then every rebel thought only of himself.
Those nearest the place were the first to make away:
but throughout the hogt there were none who still
aspired to stay within push of the English bayonets.
Such as had any stomach left for fighting were
sickened by a dose of shrapnel and canister from
four light guns, which Maude, as though by an effort



of *mhtwn, h:;xd driven up mthm pmnt—blank r‘mge
Bquadron after squadron, battalion upon battalion,

these humbled Brahmins dropped their weapons,

QL
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stripped off their packs, and spurred, and ran, and | ’
limped, and scrambled, back to the city that was to = |
have been the chief and centm] abode of sepay !

"‘denomm&twn,

Nanukchtmd was hangu‘no' about the vicinity all

the while the conflict was in progress.  “On the

- “fifteonth,” he writes, “I perceived somie sepoys

4 and troopers running away in great confusion, and
- “exclaiming that they would have an easy victory,

“as the British were fow, and would soon be de-

“ spatched. I was then sitting in an orchard, when I
“ observed a shopkeeper running up. He came, and
“ geated himself under a tree near me, and told me

“that he was hnstenmg to pack up his wife and
. “children, as the FEuropeans would arrive shortly,
“and would spare nobody. I thought to myself, |

“ this must be true, and the gentlemen must be very

“ savage. 1 returned to the city, and saw several

0 wvillagers with their dresses changed coming along

% the banks of the Ganges, and I joined them. The
“ terror in the hearts of all was so great that they
~  asked each other no questions.”

. On the morrow, the day of the final atrugqle,
Nanukchund says: “1 was in the streets soon after



“ noonttme.  People who have seen the fighting
¢ Jeclare that the robels are running back, and that
¢ the mutineers are trying to escape from the battle.

“ Intelligence of this sort was brought from time to
« time #ill it ot dusk. The bad people are all
4 orestfallen, and advising each other to quit the
“ town. T saw Kalka, a barber by caste, who took
“ gorvice as o trooper under the Nana, running in
« for his life, and trying to get something to eat
“ from the bazaar. A little while after it was pro-
“ claimed by beat of drum that the inhabitants mnst
“ not get alarmed, as there were only one hundred
¢ Furopeans remaining : and that whoever brought
“ i the head of an Englishman should receive a
¢ hundred rupees. But news came that the Sahibs
#“ were close upon the ‘cantonments, and the man
¢ who was beating the drum abandoned it and fled.”
At nightfall Dhoondoo Punth entered Cawnpore
| upon a chestnut horse drenched in perspiration, and

 with bleeding flanks. A fresh access of terror soom
dismissed him again on his way towards thhoor, sore
and weary, his head swimming and hig chest heaving.
He was not in condition for such a gallop, the first
earnest of that hardship and degradation which was
thenceforward to be hig portion. Far otherwise had
he been wont to return to his palace after a visit of
state in the English quarter, lolling, viniagrette in

gz | CAWNPORE
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“.!mmi benaath the breath of fans, amidst the eushmmaji i
' of aluxurious carriage, surrounded by amoving hedge
of outriders and running footmen. Once again in
the home of his fathers he slept as the wicked sleep,
whose sin has found them out; and, when the morrow’s
‘gun had set, he departed in craven trepidation, and
~was never after seen among the haunts of peaceful
nen. But he was true to himself, even in the crash
of his falling dynasty : for, as he stepped on board |
the barge that was to transport him to the confines
of Oude, he bethought him of the young mother who
was recovering from the pains of child-birth in the
recesses of the female apartments. For the first
time he had practised economy in his enjoyments,
‘and was now well repaid : for his savings had borne
high interest. . There were two English lives to take
where a fortnight ago there had been but one. And
thea, having filled to overflowing the measure of his
guilt, be passed away like a thief in the night, and
left his wealth to the spoiler, and his hallg to the
owl and the snake. A curse was on those glittering
saloons, and echoing colonnades ;—on those dungeons
conscious of crime, and frescoed chambers blazoned
with ineffable vice. That house was full of silver
and gold, nelther was there any end of his treasures.
‘Ibwa,s full of horses, neither was there any end of
bis chariots. There he was given to pleasures.




" There he dwelled carclessly. There he said in his
heart: “1 am, and none else beside me.” There
he said : * None seeth me.”  There he trusted in his
idols, and in the multitude of his sorceries, and in

the great abundance of his enchantments. There-

fore had evil come upon him: and he knew not
whence it had avisen. Therefore had mischief fallen
~upon him : and he was not able to put it off. Now
 was it for him to stand with his enchantments and
his sorceries ; if so be he might be able to profit :
if 50 be he might prevail. Now was it for the
astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosti-
cators to stand up and save him from these things
which had come upon him. But they were as
gtubble, and the fire did Hurn them ; and he was
wearied in the multitude of their counsels. Kor the
day of the Lord was upon him that was proud and
lofty, and upon his high tower, and his fenced wall
and upon all his pictures of desire, In that day he
cast his idols of silver and his idols of gold, which
he had made to himself to worship, to th¢ moles
and to the bats: and went into the clefts of the
rocks, and the tops of the ragged rocks. And they
with whom he had laboured wandered every one
to his quarter, and there was none to save him,
Some months subsequently two of our spies, who
had been commissioned to ebtain information about

 CAWNPORE.
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Miss Wheeler, passed six days in the train of the :
fugitive Nana in the depths of an Qude wilderness,
T the vicinity of his encampment they overtook a
sepoy, with whom they got into conversation, He
“asked why they had come iito the desert. They
répresented themselves as desirous of taking service

: mth one  of the Peishwa’s ‘eunuchs, and reminded
,’ﬁ}ie‘z‘mldie:rs‘that they were old acquaintances of his

own. He seems to have been a good-natared fellow :
for he told them that it was a dangerous neighbour-

_haodttfm‘  strangers, but promised, since they had
yentured that far, to introduce. them as his fellow-
villagers, They found from twelye to fifteen thou-
sand people collected in the jungles, Hverything
betokened distress, disorder, and discontent. Food
was scaree and dear, The Maharaja had appro-
priated the single pair of tents ; 5o that his followers
were fain to bivouack under the foliage, starving on
rice bought at twelvepence a pound ; wringing out
their tattered garments, web with the eternal rain;
and sighing for the curry-pots and tight roofs of the

~ Cawnpore cantonments. It is interesting to learn
that the most poverty-stricken and dejected of all

_ the mutineers were the troopers of the Secomd
Cavalry,  The horses had been reduced to less

 than & hundred, and the artillery to a couple of
field-picces. - The Nana, attended by a servant with



| an umbrella, went daily to bathe in a river which
 flowed at the foot of the hill whereon his pavilion
stood. A crowd regularly assembled to pay their
respects as he passed,  The two men especially
noticed certain officers of his household : the trea-
. suver and paymaster; the driver of his bullock-
carriage; his chief baker, and chief gardener; his
~ shampooer, his sweeper, his boatman, and his
wrestlers, both Hindoo and Mahomedan. Bala
was there, with the scar of an English bullet on
his shoulder, which he has probably by this time
carried to an obscure grave. The royal brothers
were said to be very anxious to get back to ease and
civilization, ~ Their wives were disposed upon an
adjoining range of heights, in company with the
widows of Bajee Rao, who deserved better than to
be transported about against their will in the suite
of that unromantic Pretender. The ladies of the
court travelled in six palanquins, and the gentlemen
~on as many elephants.
~ Yet a few weeks, and Dhoondoo Punth, stnpped of
even these relics of his former affluence and grandeur,
escaped across the Nepaulese marches to a life of
suspense, and toil, and privation amidst the Hima-
layan solitudes. The end of that man we know not,
and may never know. Perchance, as they hover over
some wild ravine or wind-swept peak, the eagles won-
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4 ﬂer ab tlw gmaat ruby whxch sparkles ami dst the mgm i
of a vagrant who perished amidst the snows of & past
" December. ' Perchance another generation will hear,
‘not without a qualm of involuntary reverenco and
pity, that the world-noted malefactor is ab last to
~ expiate misdeeds already classical.  Hle may have
cluded human justice. His hemp may be still to
sow.  But hm place in history is fixed irre versxbly:)
and for ever.  The most undaunted lover of para-
dox wounld ha,rdly undertake to wash "whxte that
ensanguined fame. ‘ ‘
. % In the month of July, a ymr zmd a half ago,
so deposes a native tradesman, ecighteen months
after the massacre, “1 was in my house at Qoghoo,
“'when ten or eleven persons, who had fled from
“ Cvmpore, came to my shop, and asked for betel-
#leaf to chew. X showed them new hetel-leaf ;
« when two of them, both Hindoos, told me to fetch
« good old betel-leof; or they would take my head off.
« T ncoordingly went to another seller of betel-leaf,
« and bought the kind they asked for, and told them
« the price of the same, namely ten pice. The two
« men said they would only give me two. I replied
“ that the betel-leaf was worth ten pice, and that
“ they ought at the least to give me eight pice : on
« which they said that they would kill me and all
« my family, T stated I was al poor man, and had
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“got the betelleaf from another persons  They
¢ then snid that they had shown no pity to the
““ Jadies and children whom they had just murdered,
. % and who clung to their feet, and that they wouald
% have no pity upon me. They frlghtenul me greatly,
“ showing me a naked sword, covered with blood,
“ and said that they would cut off my head with the
 “game. I wept,” says this weak-minded young
man, “and my mother, hearing wme cry, came out,
“ and begged of them not to hurt me, and that she
% would let them have more betelleaf. After this
¢ they drew water from a well close to my house,
‘ near a temple, and, conversing among themselves,
“1 heard their companions ask the two men how
. “ many ladies they had killed. They replied that
| “ they had murdered twenty-one ladies and children,
% and had received a reward of twenty-one rupees;
¢ and added that at first the Nana ordered the
. “ gepoys to massacre the ladies; but they refused;
% and that they two, with three others, carried out
| % the Nana's orders.”
Another resident of Qoghoo thus tells hm story :
“ The truth i that, shortly after the Nana fled, I
“ wag sitting under a tamarind tree, where all the
“ men of the village agsemble to talk, and was con-
“ versing with a few others about the massacre of
“ the Buropeans at Cawnpore. We were saying
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it bhat the Nmm, ﬁught not to have murdel@d the
1156 women, and  children ; When Sonracun, Bmhmm, ) i
“ of Oughoo, who is thirty-five years old, and hag
% q defect in his eye, stated that the officials g.enb
i hlm to kill the ladies ; that he struck one with his !
L :sword which bent, and he then felt pity, and did |
“ not again strike. He showed us the bent sword.” |
~ On this occasion Souracun seems to have sunk the
| twenty-one rupees : which, however, must have lasted
~ him a good while if he made all hig purchases at the
 same rate as he bought betel-leaf.  “ All the village
“ heard that he was one of the murderers: but, since
¢ the British rule has been re-established, no one
“ speaks of it for fear he would be humr, and big
) death be laid on their head,” |
~ There is good reason to believe that Souramm anc]
 his fellow met with their deserts.  Mr, Batten, now
~ in high office at Agra, was the first representative of
settled government in the district of Cawnpore after
the troubles began to subside. He had the honour
of removing the gibbet from the ladies’ well, and so
- tempered ferocity with common sense that those
- who once railed at him a8 squeamish have at length
come to approve his conduet in spite of themselves.
‘But be did not bear the sword in vain, There were
brought before him two Hindoos, one advanced in
years, and the other mmch his junior, These men



were found guilty of having compassed the death of
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| & Burasian, and doomed fo the gallows. No sooner

had their sentence beeu pronounced than they poured
forth a torrent of foul abuse, and were dragged from
the dock shouting, and kicking, and cursing their

~ judge and all his relatives on the maternal side.

. Now, the Oriental, always polite, becomes doubly

courteons when death is in immediate prospect.

Then, more than ever, i3 he anxious to set the eom-
pany at their ecase, and to make away with any dis-
agreeable sense of the false position in which the
hangman stands towards the felon. A civilian at
Lucknow was superintending an execution when the
rope, which had doubtless borne more than one such
strain, gave way, and the conviet fell to the ground.
As he rose, he turned to the Englishman, and said

' in the tone wherein men utter social convention-

alities : “ Sahib, the rope’s broke.” He felt that it

was incumbent on him to do what he could towards
relieving the general embarragsment arising from a
pause in the proceedings, awkward for all parties,
but especially for the commissioner, who was en-
dowed with sensibility and genuine refinement.
Batten, than whom no man was more conver-
sant with the native character, vegarded the fury of
his two prisoners as an extraordinary phenomenon,
and requested an explanation from the bystanders,
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'He was told that the pair were piqued at being con- [
demmed on so paltry a charge os the murde? of a|

'half-ea‘ste,* éx:ftar; having taken the principal part in

a strange and note-worthy exploit, at which they
hinted in their cups ; and that, poor as they seemed,

they rode fine horses, and wore gorgeous shawls,!

~ which they were accustomed to speak of as having
been presented to them by the Nana in token of his!

Few of the &wnpore mutineers survived to baaaﬁ
of their enterprise. Evil hunted these violent men to
their overthrow. Those whom the halter and the
bayonet sparved had no reagon to bless their exemp-

tion. Many whom pillage had enriched were slain
for the sake of that which they had about them by
banditti who confidently presumed that the law
would not call in question the motives of him who
exterminated a sepoy. ' All who returned to their
villages empty-handed were greeted by their indig-
nant families with bitter and most just reproaches,
They had been excellently provided for by the
bounty of God and the Company, = Their pay
secured them all the comforts which a Brahmin
may enjoy, and left the wherewithal to help less
fortunate kinsmen. Yet they flung away their ad-
vantages in wilful and selfish haste. They sinned
alone and for their private ends; but slone they

i



were not to suffer. They had changed the Sahibs
into demons, and bad conjured np tenfold more of
these demons than had hitherto been conceived to
exist,  They had called down untold calamities upon
the quiet peasantry of their native land. And all this
ruigery they had wrought in pursuit of the vision of |
o military empire. Let them return to the desert,
there to feed without interruption on the. contempla-
tion of their power and pre-eminence. Such were the
taunts with which they were driven forth again into
the jungles : some to die by the claws of tigers on
whose lair they had intruded for refuge, or beneath
the clubs of herdsmen whose cattle they had pilfered
in the rage of hunger: others to wander about,
drenched and famished, until amidst the branches
of a tree into which they had climbed to seek safety
from the hysenas and the ague, 6. wn the sandy floor
of a cave whither they hud crept for shelter fmm the
‘tempest, they found at once their death-bed and their
sopulehre.  The jackals alone can tell on what bush
flutter the shreds of scarlet stuff which mark the
spot where one of our revolted mercenaries has ex-
piated his broken oath. e ‘
Soon after day-break on Friday the seventeenth
July, the English van was marching across the
desolite plain which lay to Sou*thw.ard of the city.
Already the magical effeet of the tropical rain had:
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cloi;hed that expanso of pwrched and dusty soil -
with luxuriant grass, in which rustled the feet of
our soldiers ag they pushed along, now stumbling
over & hldden cannon-ball, and now kicking wp the
fragmants of a sepoy skeleton. They traversed the
deserted line of rebel posts, and halted beneath the
walls of the roofless barracks, pitted with shot and -
blackened with flame, and beside the grave at whose
mouth were scattered the bones of our people, as |
- when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon the earth.
i ~ Three Fridays back from that very morning the
o treaty of surrender was being attested by a faithless
signature, and sworn to with perfidious vows: and
again ab a like interval of time the men of the
i  Second Cavalry were fiving their stables, and sad-
dling their horses, and buckling on the swords that
were to be fleshed in unmanly strife.  So much had
been done and endured within a period of gix: weeks
and a space of six miles. i gt
. “At half past six AM. wrltes Nanukehu’ud
 the British force arrived in cantonments outside the
% ¢ity. Those of the citizens who were well-wishers
- “to the Government brought them bread, butter,
“and milk. A great crowd of the town’s people
i “ agsembled to see what was going on. I also, whe
i “ had not stepped out of my house for a month and
| “y half for fear of being murdered, now came out
A A
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“and went to cantonments. Generals Havelock,
“and Neill, and. a number of other officers were
“ standing there. Fruiterers, milkmen, buttermen, :
“ bakers and other sellers of provisions were in
“ attendance with their dollies. Those who were
 aware of what was coming had made preparations
“ on the night previous by having provistons eooked
“‘in the bazaar. A little after eight the rebels who
“ had mined the magazine set fire to the powder, and
_ “fled. The report of the explosion was o terrifie, that
“ the doors of city-houses fell off their hingar”
' Our old friend was now in high spirits. FHis
turn bad come, and he showed himself fully equal
to the occasion, “I continued” he says “to
“attend on the Sahibs with s view of performing
“ acts of loyalty. I set to work to find out what
“men of the city have been loyal, and which of
“ them disloyal, and how sowme of the public officers
“ came to present themselves to the Nana, while
““ others contrived not to present themselves, I
# laboured night and day at great personal incon-
‘ venience to learn full particulars about these
“ people. I questioned only honourable and upright
“men, and no others.” He is especially disturbed |
ab the assurance of one Narain Rao,  who, Jjust as I
* anticipated, wishes to pass himself nff as a well-
“wisher to the Government. But there is & great
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. “growd at this moment, and the Sahibs have no
. “time to spare; It is also very difficult to find
“"Witn‘esses against him by private enquiries, and
“1 see no chance of filing a complaint about W
* before any officer.” | e
It seems strange if the Bahibs conld not afford
time to pay off an old score that had really been in-
curred. But the truth was that it mattered to them;
' very little whom they killed, as long as they killed
somebody. After the first outbreak of joy and wel-
come the inhabitants of Cawnpore began to be aware
 that the English were no longer the same men, if in-
| deed they were men at all. The citizens, with their
i wives and children, poured forth into the country by
' crowds, without stopping to calculate whether they,
could establmh their innocence, < At such an assize,
and in the eyes of such a jury, absenc:e was the only
defence that could avail aught, From noon till
-midnight, on the Lucknow and Delhi highway were
' to be seen immense mobs rushing eastward and
. westward in headlong haste. They did well both
for their own security and for our honour. . Of what
did take place the less said i the better. Of that
from which by God’s mercy we were saved it were
~ best to say nothing at all. The heat of the climate
and the conflict, the searcity of food and the con-
stant presence of disease, the talk which they had
AA2
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| heard at baluutta, the deeds that they had been
1 ‘allowed and even enjoined to commit during their
upward progress, had depmved the conscience and

destroyed the self-control of our anhappy soldiets.
Reckless as men who for many weeks had never
known what it was to be certain of another howr's
life,—half starved, ancl more than half mtoxmated .

w—regarding carnage as a duty and rapine as

pleasure,—they euacted a scene into the details ot ,
which an Englishman at least will not care to inquire.
Havelock, in a report to the Commander in Chief,
 thus writes: “I have ordered all the beer, wine,
| ¢ gpirits, and every drinkable thing at Cawnpore
% to be purchased by the Commissariat. It will
¢ then be guarded by a few men. If it remained
“ at Cawnpore it would ‘require half my force to
“ keep it from being drunk ap by the other half,
“ and T should mot have a soldier in camp. - While
“1 was winning a victory on the sixteenth some of
“ my men were plumlermg the Oommwsamat on the
“Tline of march e :
And so the general purchased all the hquor.
Would that he could have bought up the blood also!
Tt was idle to count wpon the forbearance of poor
ignorant privates, when the ablest among our officers
had forgotten alike the age in which he lived, and
_ the religion that he profgssed ’I‘hls is an extrach
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| from a letter whlch would that Neill had never found'
occasion to indite!
% Whenever a rebel is caught lzne 19 1mmed1am1y vl
u tried, and, unless he can prove a defence, he is
“ sentenced to be hanged at once: but the chief
“rebels or ringleaders I make, first to clean nup a
“ gertain portion of the pool of Dblood, still two
“ inches deep, in the shed where the fearful murder
% and mutilation of the women and children took
“place, To touch blood is most abhoment to the
“ high-caste natives. They think, by doing 8o, they
“ doom their souls to perdition. Letthem think so.
“ My object is to inflict a fearful punishment for a,
“ yevolting, cowardly, barbarous deed, and to sirike’
“ terror into these rebels. The first T canght was n.
“ soubahdar, or native officer, » high-caste Brahmin,
“ who tried to resist my order to clean up the very
“blood he had helped to shed: but I made the
“ provost-martial do his duty, and a few lashes soon
“ made the miscreant accomplish his task. When
% done, he was taken out and immediately hanged,
“and, after death, buried in a ditch at the mad-
“ gide.” |
- For a paraliel to such an episode we musé explore
far back into the depths of time, Homer relates
the punishment that befell those maidservants, who
in the palace of Ithaca had been unmindful of what
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they owed to thmr a,baent. lord. Ftrst t}my bore

forth from the hall the dead bodies of their para-

mours, and pluced them in the vesttbule, ata,ggmng i
beneath the weight: while Ulysses urged on the

. work by word and gesture: and they laboured aft
the ungrateful task, Wailing, and shedding bitter
' temrs, And afterwards with water and sponges they
‘washed the tables and the seats: and Telemachus
and his henchmen weraped with spades the floor’ of
the chamber. B, when they had set the house in
order, the women were led ont, and cooped up fora
while in a corner of the well—fenced court, in a sbrait
place, whence escape was none, And then Tele-
machug slung from the roof the cable of a dark-
prowed ship, and made it fast to a pillar of the
colonnade, stretching it high and taut, so that no foot
might feel the ground, And, as when swift thrushes

~ or doves, making for their nest, have dashed into a
snare which a fowler had planted across the thicket :
8o these women were fastened in a row, with a halt}ar‘_\
round every neck, to die in unseemly fashion, And
their feot fluttered a moment i in the air: but not for
long. ; il |
It is curious that an act, whmh the Pagan poet
allows an old moss-trooper and his son to perpetrate

in the flush of revenge and victory, should have been
revived by a Christian waior after the lapse of“‘ ,
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 twenty-five centuries, And it must be owned that
Neill surpassed his model ; for ‘apparently the prx— |
mary object of Ulysses was to sweep away the traces
of the butchery, and make his refectory clean and
habitable : an unpleasant drudgery, which, as with
the simplicity of a primitive Greek he reflected,
might as well be performed by the least worthy
members of his household before they wore taken to
execution; whereas the Englishman desired only i;o1
wound the ‘sentiments of the doomed men, . and |

. prolong their prospect of death with a vista of

~ eternal misery. And this, when the m}lymg-cry of
the insurrection was the preservation of caste:—
when in the wide-spread confidence that our faith
did not seek to extend itself by carnal weapons lay
the salvation of the British supremacy |
_ But there was a spectacle to be witnessed which
might exmwé much., Those who, straight from the
contested field, wandered sobbing through the rooms
of the ladies’ flause, saw what it were.well could the
outraged carth have straightway hidden, The inner
apartment was ankle-deep in blood, The plaster
was scored with sword-cuts ; not high up, as where
men have fought; but low down, and about the
corners, as lf a creature had crouched to avoid the
blow. anps of d‘esses, vainly tied round the han-
dles of the doors, signified the contmance to which
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feminine despair had resorted as a means of keeping |
out the murderers. Bmkon mmbs wore there, and
the frills of duldrw § trousers, and torn cuﬁ's and
pinafores, and little round hats, and one or two
shoes with burst latchets, and one or two daguerro-
type-cases with eracked glasses. An officor picked
up o few curls, preserved in a bit of card-board, and
marked “ Ned’s hair, with love” : but amuhd were
strewn locks, some near a yard in ]ength dtamvewd
not as a keepsake, by quite other seissors, AH who
on that day passed within the fatal doors agree posi-
tively to asert that 1o inscription of any sort or
kind was visible on the walls, Before the month
was out, the bad habit, common to low Fnglishmen,
of seribbling where they ought not, here displaying
itself in an odious form, had covered the principal
buildings of Cawnpore with yulgar and disgusting
forgeries, false in date, in twsi,e, in speﬂmg, fmd in
| fact. - o , i
There were found two shps of paper : one bearmg
in an unknown hend a brief but correct outline of
our disasters. On the other a Miss Lnuisay had
kept an account of the killed and wounded ina
single family. It runs thus, telling its own !;a,le g
& Entered the baracks May 21st:
# Cavalry left June 5th. ‘ !
% First shot fired June 6th.,



« Aumé Lilly died Jume 17th.
# Unele Willy died June 18th,
o Lett barracks June 27th.
e teorge died June 27th,
18 Alice died July 9th.
i Mamma died July 12th.”

@L
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The wrlter, with hm‘ two surviv ing sxstars, perished

in the final massacre.

The Library of the (*aptlves was small indeed but
such books as thev had were to the purpose. The
 earliest comers dmmvered among the vestiges of
_slaughter a tr,eame, entitled * Preparation for
Death : 7 and a bible, which must have travelled in

| Major Vibart's barge down to Nuzaufgur and back

to bawnpore, as may be ga,thert d fmm the following
record : <

t 271;11 June Went to thc boatﬁ.
. f€ 29¢h, Taken out of boats. Uil
4 30th, Ta'km to Sevadah Kothi., Fatal day.

. Fatal indeed : for that was the day when # the
“wives sat down, each by her. husband ;> when
“ the sepoys, going in, pulled them away forcibly ;
% but could not pull away the doctor's wife, who
% there remained ; when “one Sahib rolled one

“ way, and one another, as they sat.””  That bible
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was g present from the d@ud to the dcad fm ou‘ i

the fiy-leaf appeared this address: “For darling

“ Mamma, from her affectionate daughi;er, Isabella

“ Blair:” the ““Bella Blair,” whose fate is mentioned
 in the letter from young Masters to his father, The
list was closed by a church service, from which the
cover had been stripped, and many pages at the end
torn off. Unbound and incomplete, it had fulfilled
its mission: for it opened of itself Where, withip
a cmmp]ed and cmmmms;mnkled ‘margin,, mlght"
be read the concise and beautiful supphcatmns of
our Litany. It concluded, that mutilated copy, with
 the forty-seventh Psalm, wherein David. ﬁhsmks the |

Almighty for a victory and a gaving mercy, ' ’
%0, clap your hands together, all ye people
“ (), sing unto God with the voice of xmmlody. i

“ He shall subdue the people under us: a,nrl the, !

“ nations under our feet, ¢
% God is gone up with a merry nome, and the
i Lord with the sound of a trump,

“ God rejoiceth over the heathen, Gad mttr*th“

“ on his holy seat. ‘
“ God, which is very hlgh egaited doth defeud

( the earth, as it were with a shield.”
© Such were the printed lines which, from amidst

the rent tresses, and shivered toys, and the seraps,
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of muslin d‘yed‘in the most costly of all pigments; ‘
la,y starmg up to lugh heaven in taeit but impressive
irony. il ‘ I
It is good that the hmwe and the well of hormr

have been replaced by a fair garden and & gmceful
shrive. | But there let piety stay her hand. A truce
thencoforward to that mistaken reverence which
loves to exprefss sorrow and admiration in guineas,
and rupees, and the net product of ia,ncy bazaars!
Too often already have architect and seulptor ehs-,
guised the place where a notable thing was done.
Tndia still contains some sacred plots untouched by -
“the art of the decorator,—-some shapeless ruing more
venerable than dedicated aisle or stately mausoleum.
- istill, a.mldst the fantastic edifices of Lucknow, hard
by a shattered gateway, rise or lie prostrate the
~ pillars of a grass-grown portico. Beneath that
‘( * yerandah, in the July evening, proferring the risk
" of the hostile missiles to the confinement of o
stifling cellar, was dying Henry Lawrence, the man
who tried to do his duty. It was not time and
tho weather that made bare of plaster the brickwork
~ of the old gate. There from summer into winter,—-
 until of his two hundred musketeers he had buried
four-score and five, and sent to hospital three-score
and sixteen,~earning his Cross in ragged fannel
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tronsers and jersey of dubious ‘hue, burly JM’I{ o
Aitken bore up the unequal fray. An Engrllshnmn )
«does not require any extraneous incetitives to emo-
tion when, leaning against the beams of that arch-
way, he recalls who have thereby gone in and out,
bent on what errands, and thinking what thoughts,
Betwem those door- -posts have walked Peel, and‘ |
' Havelock, and gentle Outram, and stowt Sir Colin,
heroes who no longer tread the earth. Through the
same entrance passed, hut not ervct, the form of o
tall grey soldier, stern even in death, thh a bullet-

. wound in the centre of his f"m'ehead whom the

orderlies annmmced in whlspars to be Neill of the
Madras Army. At Delhi still, before the police-

court in the Street of Silver, may be seen the plat-
 form whereon, naked to the waist and hesmeared
with dirt and blood, were exposed to three antwmn
suns the corpses of the last descendants of Timmm,
slain and spoiled by one who knew neither pity nor
seruple.  Still, after an evening stroll along the
ridge outside the battlements, as on his return he
descends tho slope rough with crag and brushwood,
the visitor may come upon a mound of rubbish so
~ beaten with shot that it is not easy to discern what
of it is artificial rampart, and what is broken ground, "
The rocks coated with frequent films of lead, and
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| the wreck of a small temple, tcsttf‘y that this is {

the famous post, known in mxhta,ry history as the ‘

U ‘Sammy-house picket,” which Briton, and Sikh, and |
| ~ Ghoorka, fichting shoulder to shoulder, hardly made
~ good throughout the hundred days of the terrible

siege. On the summit of the tottering dome, at a
height of some twelve feet from the soil, presides

. 3 Hindoo idol with an elephant’s Head, There he
. gits, & stupid little god, with arms reposing on his

knees, gazing across the valley at the minarets of the

. ancient capital, as though he had never seen any

stranger sight than the tourist in his white dress

~ and dust-coloured helmet, or heard any sounds more

wild and maddening than the chirping of the grass-
hoppers, and the lowing of the belated cattle as they
stray homeward to their stalls Not urn, nor mono-
lith, nor broken column is so fit a monument for
brave men as the crumbling breastwork and the

 battered wall. And in like manner the dire agony
~ of Cawnpore needs not to be figured in marble, or |
_cut into granite, or cast of brome There is no fear

lest we should forget the story of our people. The
whole place is their tomb, and the name thereof is
their epitaph. When the traveller from Allahabad,
rousing himself to learn at what stage of his journey

he may have arrived, is aware of a voice proclaiming -






