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PREFACE.

| Tur work now offered to the public is the result of
several years’ application, during the am,hor s relaxation
. from his professional duties, and the 'woca,tmn of hls‘ '
_‘Ielsure hours. B
x AN account of the transactions at the court ‘of Delhi
. duridg an interesting and eventful period, ‘and thes i

incidents and occurrences  which have marked the

decline of power of the race of Timpor under the turbu-

lent rexgn of the ill-fated Shah- Aulum, (in all prohability =

the last of that family who will sit on the throne of
] Hmdostfmn) cannaot, it is pemumecl ml to prove accept-
able to a British reader.

. Along residence in India has afforded the author
frequent opportunities of acqun‘m] much local informa-
tion 3 and most of the veﬂgra)hmal remavks were
obtained by him on the spot, whlie on a gurvey, ordered
by the Bengal government, thuough the Doo Ab* and
adjacent countries in 1793-4; ::md on @ similar ocecasion
through the province of .R:OhllGlVHd in 1795-6.

The perusal of the severéa;l Persgian | manuseripts
named in the Appendix (page 244), and particularly the
Shah Aulum Nameh, (2 history‘bf the reign of the present
king) written by Ghola,um Ali, a learned native,
afforded the author ample nwtena&s for relating such

. transactions as took place | lwithin the aunthority and

mtlu'ence of the court af Dehiz and to his friends, on

i i DT T (R AT
L * A countey lying betwixt Gy rivers Ganges and Jomua,
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¢ ?fus occasions, he is happy to acknowledge qu

\,go;r teful obligations.

To Major Oharles Reynolds, surveyor-general of the
Bombay establishment, Mr. Johnstone of Lucknow,
Major Kirkpatrick, Oolonel Palmer, and Oaptain Salkeld,.
of the Bengal establishment, he begs leave to offer his.
hearty acknowledgements for the readiness with which
they supplied him with a variety of iuteresting docu-
ments for the present work.

Such are the materials from which the Hlst.ory of
the Reign of Shah Aulum has been compiled ; conseious
that, notwithstanding the pains and care which shave
been bestowed on it to attain perfection, numerons
errors and inaccuracies may have crept.in, the author
trusts that the authenticity of the matter it containg,
will, in a great measure, counter-balance its defectsy
and he therefore cheerfully delivers it to the publie,
with the diffidence nafurally attendant on a first attempt
in this arduons branch of literature.

LoNDON, |
Bedford Street, Bedfoi\ Square,

March 15, 1798)
I
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EMPEROR SHAH-AULUM

Chapter 1.

A NARRATIVE OF THE PRINCIPAL OCCURRENCES AND
REVOLUTIONS OF THE COURT OF SHAHJEHANABAD KFROM
THE REIGN OF MOHAMMAD SHAH.

In the last year of the reign of Mohammad Shah (A. D.
1747) Ahmad Shah *, the king of the Abdallees, invaded
Lahore, which province he claimed by inheritance from
Nadir Shah |. Mohammad Shah sent a large army against
him under the command of his son Ahmed Shah attended
by the vazir Cummer-o’deen Khan, and his son, Mohim
ool Moolk. MThe Abdallee was worsted, and obliged to
fly to his own country. Oummer-o’deen being slain in
this war, his son, Mohim ool Moolk, was left Subahdar
of theprovince of Lahore, and the prince returned to
Shahjehanabad. On his arrival at Paneeput|, he

* Ahmed Shah Dooranee, or Abdallee ;' Shahishahan, (or King
of Kingg).

T By the treaty made between Nadir Shah and Mohammad Shal,
the former was to possess all the countries lying west of the
viver Attok, besides the revenues of the provinces of Lahore,
Gruzerat, Multan, and Cabul, on the other side, which were to
be collected by the officers of the Hindostaun court.

I Forty-two cose, or 85 miles, {rom Shahjehanabad.



v d the news qf ms mthars deabh, and

conferred the vimrut on Mnusur Allee Khan, the
“subahdaxr of Oude, who constituted Gaaooddeen Khun,,
. buxey of the empire. The new king being arrived at
the city, gave himself up to his pleasures, Ieavmg the
i ah’ansof state to his, vazir, who ruled with absolute
authority. The nobles, jealous of his power, and dis-
pleased with his administration, formed a covspiracy
against him, and resolved to raise Intezam o’ Dowla *
to the vizarut. The king, who had great cause tio he
offended at the conduct of his minister towards him,
joined in the design. The vazir discovering the storm |
which was brewing againsgt him, determined to evade it
by deposing the king. He accordingly surrounded the
palace suddenly with an armed force ; but not being able
‘1mmedlately 10 eﬂect his attempt, Gaziooddeen Khem,
‘ who was the leader of the opposition, and had already
Jevied a considerable force, had time to come to the
| king's rescue. A war ensued, in which, after various .
success, the vazir was at length worsted, and xetu'ad
. into the country of the Jauts, who were his friends,
Intezam o’ Dowla was now created vazir in the room of
Munsur Allee Khan, and dreading, perhaps, the gxow"i‘ng" o
‘ mﬂnencc of Gaziooddeen Khan, persuaded the king to
gceept of the mediation of the Jauts in favour of Munsfir
Allee Khan, who sued for pardon. This was accordingly
granted him, and’a khillut, or dress of honour, with a
rookkat, or letter under the privy seal, pardoning his
past offences, and confirming him in his snbaship, wWas

* The youngest son of Camer-o'deen Khan, and mnde, hy tho ‘
" mother's side, to Gazicoddeen Khan, . ‘
+ When sent by any of the princes, it 18 called Ruk%
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im from the king. Gaziooddeen Khan resen

hat<‘the king should take such a step without his
con(,urrence or knowledge, and at a time when he was
near reaping the fruits of his successes, exasperated at
the vazir for his ingratitude, and with the Jauts for
having interfered, resolved upon revenge. Leaving the
pursuit of Munsiir Allee Khan, he invaded the country
of the Jauts, and subdued them entirely, excepting only
a strong fortress which they possessed in the borders of
the country adjacent to Akbarabad. As he had no
artillery with him, and the place could not be taken
without it, unless by famine, Abdul Majeed Khan, one
of his officers, was dispatched to Shahjehanabad to
request that the royal artillery might be sent him ; but
the vazir refused to part withit, and shut up all the
bullocks and elephants within the walls of the palace,
to prevent their being seized by force, which was
actually intended. Incensed as Gaziooddeen Khan was
at this affront, he was not yet in a suificient capacity
to resent it,—Malhar Row, a Marhatta chief, being at
~ that time in the country of the Rajpoots, where he had
been employed in reducing their Rajah Jeysing, Gaziood-
deen Khan invited him to his assistance; which the
Marhatta instantly complied with, being (besides the
advantages which must naturally acerue to the Marhatta
power from these divisions) strongly urged to take the
part of Gaziooddeen Khan, from the hatred which he
bore to the Jauts, who had slain his son, He accordingly
joined Gaziooddeen Khan with his forces; and a solemn
treaty was made between them, Malhar Row swearing
to regard Gaziooddeen Khan as his son, and the latter
to look upon the Marhatta ashis father, Hverything
being concerted between them, they began their march



uwrom or &H :

Afds  the capital a,nd werf‘ et in bhe wav
sand vazir, who gave them battle, and were detes
The conguerors proceeded to the city, whither the king
and the vazir bad retired, and had shut themselves within
the walls of the palace with a few followers, their last,
but poor, resource. The chiel officers of the city, whomy
Gaziooddeen Khan's good fortune had made his friends,
. readily obeyed an order from him to surround the palace
till hig arrival, when he commanded the wretched king
tobe deprived of his sight and imprisoned, together with
his miunister. A prince of the name of Azeezooddeen,
being the next in descent of the xface of Timur, was
taken out of the palace, and proclaimed king by Ll‘lfj
title of Aulumgeer the Second, Gaziooddeen Khan,
 assuming the vizarut. This happened about the month

_of November 1755. : : ' 
‘The new vazir being thoroughly established in his
_authority, Malhar Row returned to his own country,
leaving Junkoojee, one of his generals, and a considerable
part of his army, to prevent fresh insurrections, abd to

. eollect the revenues assignhed as a recompense  for his

" late services,

The king, who was raised to the throne only as an
instrument of Gaziooddeen Khan’s ambition,. was kept
by him in a state of the most slavish dependence, being
' surrounded by the vazir's creatures, and not allowed  to
stir out without his leave. In order to extricate himself
from such a codﬁuemem, lie privately wrote to the
Abdallee, desiring him to come to his assistance. Invita-
tions, were sent him at the same time by Munsir Allee
Ifl\a,xw, the Jauts, and the Rohillas, The Abdallee réadilyu
embraced an ageasion that promisad ‘him - such evident
admmagee&. Anaccident happenedat the same time that

A




hunting, which put an end to his life. His begum, a
lady of great spirit, had interest enough amongst the
chiefs of the province to procure their nomination of her
to the subahdarree in the place of her deceased husband.

The . affairs of the empire were in this state, when
the Abdalee invaded it. The Marhattas were masters
of the greatest part, of Hindostaun; a nominal King
sat on the throne: the administration was usurped by
a man who derived his influence and establishment
entirely from a foreign power ; the chiefs of the empire
had already declared their resolution of joining the
invader; and Lahore, the key of Hindostaun, was
governed by a woman.’

The Abdallee having marched as far as Lahore,
summoned the princess to surrender; and upon her re-
fusal, besieged the place.—After a very gallant defence,
he at length became master of the ecity and of the
princess’s person, whom he treated with great respect,
bestowed the highest encomiums on her valour and
conduect, as well as on the virtues of her late husband ;
and adopting her formally as bhis daughter, confirmed
her in the subahdaree. He lett, however, a naib with
a small foree at the city, and proceeded towards Shahje-
hanabad. The wvazir, unable to cope with such an
adversary, went out with the king and all the nobles,
and met the Abdalee at Paneeputt, from whence he
wais conducted in great state to Shahjehanabad.

As soon as he had entered the city, letters were
dispatched to all the states of the empire; and the
vakeels residing at the court were all summoned to
pay obedience to the King of Kings, and to deliver a
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§ obeypd the summous exceptmg the Ja.nta, a.gamst~
whom be resolved to turn his arms, Before he left the
city, he removed Gaziooddeen Khan from the vizarut;
and, leaving the king the choice of hig own ministers,
_that prince constituted his eldest son, Allee Gowher,
naib of the empire, a post equal in power to tho vizavut,
but differing in the name, in respect to the quahty of

‘ Leaving & gal ismx l‘or Lhe defence o‘f tlm city, ami‘
"Oﬂicers to collect the revenues, the Abdallee marched
) ‘ the Jauts, who were well prepared for his
‘reception. In two engagements (probably not general)
the Jauts had the better. Gaziooddeen Khan, who
“_‘m;te‘nded‘ the camp' under a guard of Nassuckchees,
| represented to the Abdallee, that if he would entrust
him with the command of the van of his army, he would
‘answer with his life for the success. It.is not related
what cwguments were used to persuade the Abdallee
. to accept of a proposal seemingly so chimerical aund
_dangerous. It is said he consented: and Gaziooddeen
Khan leading the army,attacked the Jauts with success
equal to his promiges. It is certain that they were
entirely . defeated, and obliged to shut themselves up
within the walls of their fortress,and to sue for peace;
which, upon their submigsion, and the payment ofa
: large sum of money, was granted. The Abdallee, pleased
with the bravery and eonduct of Gaziooddeen Khan,
resgolved to reward his gervices by restoring him to the
vizarut, and wrote to the king his intention, requiring
him to comply with it. The king unwilling to displace
his own son for the sake of a man whora he hated and
feared, remonstrated against such a proceedmg Mo
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; strate was all he could do, but his haughty pat

disdaining an appearance of opposition to his will, imme-
_ diately sent his Nassuckchees to seize and bring before
him the four sons of the king, and seizing the cullumdaun®
from Allee Gowher, gave it to Gazioodden Khan. The
princes remained with him in the hands of the Nassucks
chees. About this time news arrived, that the king of
Balkh had invaded the territories of the Abdallee. This
obliged him to return home. Leaving therefore Najeeb
Khan, the Rohilla, who by his recommendation had bee
appointed buxey of the Empire, with the charge o
collecting his revenues, he departed with his army, and.
an immense treasure, the fruits of his great successes

He had no sooner passed the frontier of Hindustaun,

than Gaziooddeen Khan, who now became as absolute
as before, of his own authority dissolved the office of
collector, which the Abdallee had conferred on Najeeb :
Khan, and deprived him likewise of the buxey-geree,
which post he conferred on Ahmad Khan of the
Bungesh race. Najeeb Khan, upon this, quitted the
court, and retired to his Government at Saharunpore.
The three youngest sons of Aullumgeer, who were
eularged upon the Abdallee’s departure, returned to
the royal palace : but dllee Gowher| not choosing to
put himself in the power of his professed enemy, fled to
Jedger, hig jagheer, and raised forces to defend himself
against any attempt upon his person. The vazir
entreated him, with professions of the greatest attach-
ment, to return ; and the king was compelled to set
his hand to the same invitation; but without effect.
At length the vazir solemnly swearing upon the Koran,
: * The standish, the badge of the '\rizal:l&'.-_ww kel
1 The present Emperor.




‘mmm‘ 0

; "ed ot came back to the mt,v;. A house withom
walls of the pald,ce was allotted him' for his pr
residence ; and the vazir frequently sohc;lted him m i

. and dwell in the palace with his father and tlle mﬂt
of the royal family. But the prince, knowmg t,ha,t the
vazir sought only to get him into his power, evaded the

isnare by various pretences. This artifice fmling, the

vazir had reoourse to violence, and one morning by day
break the prince suddenly found himseli sm*roundud by
an armed force. With the few attendants and guards
~ which were about his person he stood upon his defence,
and @ repulsed  the first attacks; after which  the
| assn lants surrounded the palace, waiting either fresh

y ov.succour from the vazir. The prince seeing no

es'but in flight, found means to gain over Mehdee

ooles Khan, who guarded one of the avenues to his

. palace; and, fighting his way through the other guards,
’ihad(, his escape out of the city. Hetal Row, a

‘vMarha,tm general, lay encamped on the opposme bank
‘of the river Jumna. Mo him the prince ﬂed‘ for protec-

. tion, and was kindly received, Hetal Row swearing by
the water of the Ganges not to betray him, or deliver
him#up to the vazir, / ‘

The Marhatta continued faithful to his engagements ;
and, notwithstanding the repeated solicitations of the
vazir, kept the prince in his cam p five or six months,

At length, fearing either a rupture with the vazir,
or that he might attempt to surprise the prince whilst
he remained 8o near, he persuaded him to réturn to
Jedger. The prince saw the necessity of takmg asu(,l; a

- 8tep, and consented. Fe was accordingly conduet
by & strong escort Irom the Marhatta to that, coun

b




fe/continued & hats
ein such a swua;t i, he aweptedof an lﬂVlto\-

‘ ‘ “'Nmeeb Khim a.llocmd lum a.month]y income
: (ﬂ“ 50,000 r pees for his mpenscs and ' treated him with
“all the ma;pect which his birth, and the mm\lamtv of their

lort,zmes, naturally demanded from him. He had not

forgotten the injury which he suffered irom Gaziooddeen

Khan; and thought he had now a favourable opportunity

to resent it. He accordingly sent letters.to Seved Oolla
Khan, Hafiz Rabmut Khan, Doondee JKhan, and  the
ather Rohilla chiefs, to Rajah Soorujmul, the chié _
the Jauts, and Shujaa o Dowla ; inviting them to joi
him in redressing the cause of the injured prince, and
freeing the king from the tyranny of the vazir ; but the
dread of the Marhattas obliged them to decline engag-
ing in so dangerous a secheme.  Frustrated in his designs,
and unable to  maintain. the prince any longer, or to
protect him against the vazir, who was actually prow‘
paring to send a Marhatta army against him, Nageeb
Khan persuaded him to seek for refuge with the nabob i
Shujaa. o Dowla. In consequence of this advice, the

prince, after a twelve months’ residence with Najeeb
Khan, took leave of him, and marched with a slender
train to Lucknow. He was received by Shujaa o Dowla
with the greatest honours and presented with elephants,
horses, tents; and all' manner of necessaries suitable
to his state, with a present (a naza,ra,na.) of 3 lacks of
rupees. The power of the vazir was too firmly estab-
lished and the Marhatta name too formidable, to admit
 of the pabob’s assisting  the prince openly, unsupported
a.s he niust be by any other power. To entertain him at
his eourt could answer no end, and must necessarily
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\and wait a ﬂtter opportumty t0 act more pubhcly in lns“

favour. The best expedient, therefore, that immediately
occurred, and which promised the surest success, was to
attempt the conquest of Bengal. All appearances con-
curred to favour such a design. The province of Bahar
belonged to him as the lawful Subahdar, a prescnptlve
right of the eldest son of the king. Jaffer Allee Khan,
the Subahdar of Bengal, and actual governor of the.
three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, had been
raised to that dignity by the assistance of the Hnglish,

" by whose *influence alone he continued to possess it.

His government was generally disliked. His behaviour
had drawn on him the hatred of the greatest part of the
c_:ountry.’&\')'ﬂis Jemadars, most of whom were once his
equals, could not brook the distance with which they
were now treated, and were equally obnoxious to him
from the little respect which they put on in their beha-
viour to hlm.* i The Sepoys, a numerous mbble, were in
arrears even from the pay due to them in the time of
Seraj-ud-Dowla : the Zemindars of both provinces were
ready for a revolt whenever they could do it withsafety ;
and had already appeared in arms againt the Nabob in
that of Bahar, the revenues of which were insuffi-
cient, to defray its own current expenses. With these
advant,ages‘ a more powerful argument yet congurred,
which was, the name of the prince, and the 'venerq‘tjon
which the person of the heir-apparent of the empire
naturally drew from the subjects of so despgtic a state ;
and which was now heightened by his distresses. The
conquest of those provinces being thus ensured, would
facilitate the attainment of his grand object, the freedom



Alier, any urity ' ol hw own, rlght to bh‘ \
sion, b} ‘the aaquxsitwn of g0 great a revenue,
the mcrease of his fome, and the 1nﬂuerme thm SUOCEES

i x‘voum give to his name,
Evenvthmw Jnnrhg ooncerted for eﬂ’ecmug r,hm ent.er—
prxse, Shujaa o Dowla, assisted him with a party of his
‘own forced, under the command of hig kinsman, Mahmud
'Ooollv l{ha,n, the Subahdar of Allahabad. The prince
‘ ‘solemnly §WOre to beqt,ow the vizarat upon Shujaa o Dow-
fa, whenever he came to the t.hr(me, as a reward for his‘ i
‘ IO\altv, and departed. AL
. 'I‘owmds the. cmmlnslon of the year 1758, tlm prmce
oms%ed the Qurrumnassa®, and entered the provinoe 0
Bahar ; where he was soon joined by & number of mal
‘ umteutm and the disbanded Seapoys nr Jafter Allee
Khan, The success of his first attempt 18 00 well }:nown
‘o need a particular relation. Repulsed in hig attacks ‘
. upon the city of Ratna, and not daring to stand the“ i
approach of CUolonel Olive, whose name. and the l‘a,pld)tvv ;
with which he marvched to megt the prmce, ah'emly
swmed to denounce his certain defeat, he retired w;Lh'
precxmtation back to the provinee of Allahabad ; v\hlthm
it was deemed, in the then-umetmed situation of the
thbob’ .Lﬁaxrs, 1mprqdem tu fnilow him, as a mpture in A
0 Dow]a. Aft.er tlns dmu ppomtment he madc a propo‘aat 5
of throwing himself upon the protection of the HEnglishs
which was rejected. He therefore remained at Mukk-
unpoor, on the hm'dors of the proviuce of Allababad,
'forsaken by most of his fnllowers, and wmtmg thhout

%A river v«hxch divides the pmvn\ce of B‘ﬂ)'a.r fmm the /emm«
dares ot‘ Ben'w@ b
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determined plan, for what a better fortune shoul
row in his way. : S
Whilst the prince was  pursuing his proj'gg,gs in
Bengal, a storm broke out which threatened to over-
whelm his ancient friend and protector, Najeeb Khan,
aggihnst whom the vazir sent Junkoojeé, the Marhatta
general, with a large force. At the same time, Dettajee
Toppul, another Marhatta chief, was detached against
Lahore, which he reduced, and drove the Abdallee’s
Naib out of the country. ~Najeeb Khan, finding himself
incapable of any long opposition against so formidable
an enemy, called his old allies, Shujaa o Dowla, and the
Rohilla chiefs, to his assistance; and, at the same time,
solicited the Abdallee to return; who was likewise in-
vited by the other leaders of the same party. :
Before his allies could join him, the Marhattas had
entered his country. He met them, and gained some
inconsiderable advantages over them, sufficient how-
ever to gain time till he was strengtliened by the junc-
tion of his friends, who were already on their march
towards him. Junkoojee, fearing lest his enemies shounld
be too powertul for him, and hearing of the arrival of
the Abdallee at Lahore, sent advice to the vazir of his
situation, and desired him to come to his assistance. The
vazir rveplied, that he was unable to obey. the summons,
having no forces with him sufficient to be of any service,
nor money to levy others. Junkoojee immediately sent
him five lacks, with which the vazir now assembled his
people together, and prepared to take the field.
Kearing to leave the king behind him at the city,
and suspecting that he had leagued with his eneinies,
and intended to restore Intezam o Dowlain his absence,
he desired the king to accompany him on the expedition



eriged 5 o ‘::.‘ eousgque @ i
to rid htmself at onoe of lus fears by munwtmg‘ o

him to death. This ‘bloody ‘xj‘ewm‘tion being taken, h ) !
affected to be satisfied with the king’s excuses, march‘» iy
‘ed out of the city, and encamped a few coses beyond
1t,' where he wcut,ed the execution of hm plot whloh ;
‘w;m ‘eﬁ‘euted in the followmg manner ; o

kmg, aml mfm' nmi hin tha,t al mkﬁm' of vrem naugmw
had taken wup his qu.wtexq at the tower of Heroz Shah ; i
and partly by persuaqmu and partly by force, cm‘med i
. the deluded king to see him, and in the way cdube‘t |
him to be murdered. 'The vazir having  thus Aweom! |
"”plishod hig ax‘ecrﬂ.ble design, ordered the palace to‘be‘
phmdered and the sons and relations of the deceased
* monarch to be sbmpped of all their jewels, whlch were !
convertedinto money for hig urgent necessities, Mehdee 0
Collee Khan and Khaja Bussent were left with ‘the 1
. eharge ot the kella, or fort. The former, by the directions
ool his master, took a grandson of Cambuksh, the youngest
8on of Aurengz eeh, out of the palace, and proclaimed
him king, by the name of Shahjehan the Second, :

The vazir now proceeded towards Junkoojee, and
joined him' about. the same time that Najeeb Khan's
Rohilla allies were arrived to his assistance ; and Najeeb
Khan ‘reached the borders of Najeeh lxhcms country,
where he met wn,h detachment of Marhattas that bad
heen sent round to cut off the supplies of provnsmn&
coming to the Rohilla camp, and put them:to the rnut.,
After this, he proposed an a(commodatwn between
the contending parties; and a negotiation emued_,

j Whlch he Lcntnved to protract till the Abdallee were
’advanced as neaf a8 Paneepmt, when the vazir was.
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iged to march back with precipitation to pEe L
tieir seizing the city ; and Shujaa o Dowla, who thought
his presence 'no longer necessary, returned to his
province. The vazir cansed a strong entrenchment to
be thrown across the road leading from Paneeputt
to Shabjehanabad, and encamped behind it, waiting the
approach of the enemy. In the meantime Dettajee
Toppul, whom the Abdallee had lately driven from
Labore, was detached with part of the army to obstruct
the enemy’s march, and fell in with the van, commanded
by Jehan Khan, by whom he was attacked, and hisarmy
routed, himself being slain in the flght. Jehan Khan
continued his march, whilst the Abdallee, quitting the
direct road by the advice of Najeeb Khan, turned off to
the left, in order to favour the junction of the Rohillas,
who were hastening to him through the defiles of Coonj-
poora. Then passing by the vazir, he suddenly arrived
at the capital, of which he took possession without
opposition. ..

The vagzir, intimidated by this unexpected stroke,
durst not stand the enemy, but fied to Akbarabad. The
Abdallee, leaving Yacoob Allee Khan to command in the
city, and to put a stop to the disorders committed
there by his people, pursued the vazir and cut to pie-
ces many of the Marhattas and Mogul troops in their
flight.—From Akbarabad the vazir fled to the Jauts, with
whom he had made peace a little before the entrance
of the Abdallee. The conquering army continued the
pursuit to that city, and, taking possession of it, halted
there. The vazir and Junkoojee sent advices of the un-
happy turn of their affairs to Malhar Row, and entreated
him to come to their relief ; he instantly obeyed the sum-
mons, and marched to them. During this time Abdallee,



lus people, lell; Akbaxabud an

aut,lon, and shut themselves wnthm a strong iortress be»
longing to the Jauts. i
‘Jotwnhstandmg the expected union of Mulhax Row,
tlm vazir saw that he ghould still be in little capacity of
withstanding the power of the Abdallee. He, therefore,

sent a vakeel to the Rohillas to desire their medlatxou i

with the Abdal]u, for obtaining a peace ; and, i they
approved of the motion, that Hafiz Rahmut Khan might |
come and settle the conditions. The Rohillas consented, '
 and sent Hafiz Rahmut Khan to the vazir. The demands
of the Abdallee were limited' to two krore * of rupees,
which the vazir consented to pay, ofiering to give thirty
lacks upon the spot, and assignments on the country for
the remainder. At this interval Malhar Row arrived and
annulled the treaty. Roth armies therefore prepared
to renew the war. The vazir continued in the fortress,
and the Marhattas marched out to meet the Abdallee.—
Malhar Row commanded the van of the former, Jehan
Khan led on the latter. They met; the Marhattas were
defeated, and fled to Jeypore, a country of Rajpoots,
governed by Raja Jeysing ; the vazir followed.
The season heing far advauced, and the Abdallees,
used to a more northern climate, being unable to sustain
| the severe heats which now came on, the army return-
ed to Annoopshehr, a place on the borders of Najeeb
Khan’s territories, and notfar distant from the capital,
where quarters were provided for them by Najeeb Khan,
on the north-east side of the Jumna, On their way, they
s beﬂeged the fort of babitgaﬂ yand took it.

* 'l‘wn million ﬂmarlmg
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| om Annoopshehr the Abdallee sent hlS Na; L
offering the throne to the former, and the vizarunto
the latter. They arrived first with Shujaa o Dowla, who
dismissed them with letters of his own to the prince,
pressing him to seize the occasion,and return to Hindos-
taun.

This prince had, notwnthstfmdmg hig defeat last year,
thought himself in a capacity thus to renew his attempts
upon the provinece of Bahar ; and being invited by Camgar
Khan, the Zemindar of Mey, who bad lately escapecd
from imprisonment, and other malcontents, advanced as
far as Sasseram, when he heard of his father’s tragical
end. He immediately caused a throne to be made, and
assumed the imperial dignity, taking upon him the name
of Shah-Aulum. He wrote to all the potentates of the
empire, requiring them toacknowledge his title ; and sent
a khillut for the vizarat to Shujaa o Dowla. That Nabob
accepted of the honours conferred upon him, struck coins
in the name of Shah-Aulum, and wrote to the Abdallee
and the Rohillas in behalf of the new king.

Soon after the Nassuckchees arrvived at the prince’s
camp with the letters from the Abdallee and Shujaa o
Dowla. He returned a suitable answer to the former ;
and to the latter he replied, that after the reduction of
Bahar and Bengal, he would return to take possession of
the throne; but that he would never depart till he had
wiped off the disgrace which his honour had  suffered
in those provineces.

Shujaa o Dowla, who waited only to learn the punce
resolutions, as soon as he had received his answer, left
him to prosecute his desigus on Bengal, and set out with
his forces for the camp of the Abdallee, who had sent him



) d‘.,Sll\m‘l‘!fu‘)ﬁS,‘w‘llV}Of at‘ﬁén‘d‘h;]im. As soon as he w
ar| Annoopshiehr, the Abdallee sent forward his own

vazir to meet him, and hring him in state to the camp;

where he was received as the vizir of the new king,

_and presented in ‘person with a khillut for that purpose. |

Malhar Row, after his defeat, had written to Balla-

| Jee, representing the neces‘sity‘of his coming himsell in
person; or sending a large army to retrieve the Mar-
hatta power in Hindostaun. Ballajee was then at war

with Salabut Jung, the subahdar of Decean, whom he

had reduced to great distress. But upon the news of

Malhar’s ill-success, he ‘accepted of a composition from

Salabut Jung, who ceded to him a considerable part of

the province of Aurungdlmd ; and a peace was cor)clllded il

between them.

Ballajee being now at liberty to pursue the war

with greater vigor in Hindostaun, raised a vast army
‘o‘f 100,000 men, and sent it under the command of his
own son, Bisswass Row. Hisillegitimate brother, Sham-
gheer Bahader, Sedashew Row, Ibraheem Khan Gardee,
- Antajee Mankeser, Appajee, Jeyajee, and RKogojee, were
the principal men that attended Bisswass Row. They pro-
ceeded directly to the country of the Jauts, and were met
hy the vazir, Malhar, and the Jauts, on the banks of the
river Beea. 'The river Jumna, which lay between the
two armies, being swelled to a great height by the rains,
they were obliged on each side to remain inactive,
During this interval Bisswass Row proposed to the
Abdallee a péace upon the same conditions: which were
formerly made with Nadir Shal. The Abdallee rejected
these offers with digdain, and on his part demanded that
the Marhattas, whom he reproachfully styled the Zemin-

 dars of Deccan, should return to their own territories,

2




should extend as far as Panee'putt ‘ and. Carnal and
that the revenunes of the empire should be collected by
the officers of ‘the 'erown, who should duly pay the
Marhattas their chout; inthe collection of which the
Marhattas should have no concern. As neither side
would: recede from: their own conditions, the negotia-
tions had no other eftect than to take up the time which
they could not make use of to a better advantage.

The city of Shahjehanabad was still in the hands of
Yacoob Allee Khan, the governor left in it'by the Ab-
dallee with only 2,000 men, of which about 500 were
Abdallees. Bisswass Row no sooner learnt the weak
state of the garrison, than he besieged the city, of which
he soon became master, and dismissed Yacoob Allee
Khan, without any other injury than stripping him and
hig people of their effects. He was no sooner master
of the city, than he dispossessed all the officers appointed
by the vazir, and treated him with so much neglect,
‘that he left the army in disgust, and encamped with a
few followers at Carna-pahree, about two coses from bhe
Marhatta camp.

It is probable that at tlns time thev had entmed in-
to private engagements with %‘.hu;aa o Dowla, to acknow-
ledge him as vazir. He arrived shortly after at the camp
of the Abdallee ; who, by the advice of the Rohillas, sent
him to the Marhattas with fresh proposals of peace;
and the Jauts were desired to act as mediators. He
was received in the character of vazir, and with marks
of friendship, by Bisswass Row ; who immediately dis-
‘missed Rajah Dileer Sing, Gaziooddeen: Khan's vakeel,
from his presence and from the camp.—Gaziooddeen
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ing thus rejected by all parties, and deprive I /

Jauts, who afforded him a subsistence.

The part.iclﬂa,rs of the negotiation carried on by
Shujaa o Dowla are not well known. Two months were
consumed in various conferences, without any nearer
prospect of peace. It appears, however, that he was
not altogether idle, from what passed during this interval,
Hach of the powers that sided with the Abdallee were
guided hy their own separate interests. In one thing
they all concurred, which was an universal enmity to
Gaziooddeen Khan. Besides this, Shujaa o Dowla had
other material points in view, the success of the cause
in which he had engaged with the prince Allee Gowher,
and his own confirmation in the vazarut., Gazicoddeen
Khan was already removed. The prince’s title was
publicly acknowledged by the Abdallee : nothing was
wanting to establish his authority but the concurrence
of the Marhattas. To obtain this seems to have been
the business of Shujaa o Dowla’s private conferences with
the Marbattas. The result was, that Bisswass Row de-
clared Allee Gowher Xking, and placed hisson on the
koorsee *, as regent of the empire, during his father’s
. absence. Omne condition on which this appointment
. was made was a present of five lacks to Bisswass Row,
. for which the mother of the young prince gave her
. jewels in pledge to the Marbattas. This step could not
but alarm the Abdallee, who was incensed against Shujaa
o Dowla as the promoter of it., Another circumstance
which happened presently after, served to add to bis
sugpicion of Shujaa o Dowla, COoonjpoora is a strong

-

M\ T i

* A chair of state.
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oefified ity belonging to the Rohillas, situated i} L
" e en days jou‘rne‘y to the north-‘wc‘eé‘t of Shahjeha‘nabad.‘
Abdoossummud Khan, the Foujdar “of Paneeputity ve-
gided here on the part of the Abdallee, and Kootub
Khan on that of the Rohillas. . The Marhattas marched
against this place, intending to besiege it, ‘and  swere
met by Abdoossummud  JKhan, and Kootub Khan, who
gave them battle, but were defeated and retreated
| to the city., The Marhattas, without allowing them
time to recover from the effects of  their defeat,
L entered the place by storm, and put the garrison and
inhabitants to the sword, and became masters of
the city, wherein was found an immense booty. | The
two chiefs were taken prisoners, and sent to Bisswass-
Row, who slew Abdoossummut Khan, and imprisoned
the Rohilla. The Abdallee no sooner ‘l'le‘ar‘(‘l of this loss,
than he flew into the most violent rage. The river which
was still very high preventing him from attacking his
enemies, he vented his resentment on Shujaa o Dowla,
whomn he accused as a traitor and an incendiary, and
commanded him to depart from his army. By the inter-
cession of the Rohillas, he was soon prevailed upon to
pardon and recall him ; but as his fidelity was still. sus-
pected, he would not suffer bim to encamp within his
lines.  MThe loss of a place of s0 much consequence, and
the mortification of seeing his enemy carry on his suc-
cesses with impunity, determined him upon immediate
vevenge. He mounted his elephant, and rode directly
into the river, resolved to discover if possible some part
where it was fordable ; but the water, wherever he
attempted a passage, rose higher than the elevated trunk
of the elephant. Impatient of longer delay, he com-
manded his army to follow him, and pushing into the
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did the same, and in a few hours the whole army was
safely landed on the other side of the river, with very
little loss, which fell chiefly to the share of Shujaao
Dowla.

As soon as he had ranged his forces in order, he
marched without delay to the capital, hoping to seize it
before the Marhattas could arrive to its relief ; but
he found it so well garrisoned, that, having no artillery,
he was obliged to desist from the attempt, and turn his
attention towards Bisswass Row, who was advancing to-
wards him. They met, and the Marhattas were defeated.
Tt does not appear that this engagement was very
decisive. Some accounts even make it terminate in
favour of the Marhattas ; but this is hardly probable.
Hrom this period nothing of consequence happened till
the beginning of January. Both armies continued in
their encampment. The Abdallee at Sehaleh, four coses
east of Paneeputt, and the Marhattas at Segher, close

to Paneeputt. About the month of December, a rein-
forcement of 15,000 men joined the Abdallee, and the |

Marhattas received a supply of treasure, said to be
thirty-seven lacks, conducted by an escort of 8,000 men
from Deccan. The Marhattas were now so much infe-
rior to the Abdallee and his allies, that they durst not
stir from their camp, but kept themselves confined
within a strong entrenchment ; whilst the Abdallee
remained master of the country round them, and cut
off all their supplies of provisions.

Deleel Khan Rohilla, the Zemindar of Coonjpoora,
the capital of which still remained in possession of the
Marhattas, marched into that country, and sacked all

[



supplies ;. whllsl: other detachmentb uomxmt.ted the llke
ravages in other. parts; the Ma,rhatta,s all the time
lying inactive, nor daring to oppose them. They were
at length reduced to the greatest straits ;' their: pro-
vision was wholly consumed, and the people and eattle
daily wasting away by famine. In this distress, which

avery day rendered more depi‘oi*a.‘ble,“BiSHW&Qs Row

assembled the chiefs, and it was unanimously resolved to
trust to the desperate hazard of a battle, rathey than
thns to perich by himger. This heing detel‘mined‘ on,
the whole army marched out of the entrenchments, and

on the morning of 'the 14th of January advanced to-

wards the enemy. They were now within two coses of
the camp of the Ahdallee, when he marched out to
receive them. When both armies came in sight of each
other, they cannonaded one another till towards noon,

when they came to close engagement with their battles

axes. The fight was maintained with great obstinacy
and various suecess, il towards the close of the day,
when the advantage seemed to be on the side of the
Marhattas, who had penetrated even to the Abdallee’s
L camp, At this juncture, a body of Fackeers in the ser
vice of Shujaa o Dowla rushed in amongst the foremost of

the Marhattas with such intrepidity and success, as gave

a turn to the battle. The Marhattas, unable to with-
st,mm. 80 flerce a conflict, gave back. The aqsm]anm
pursued their snccess, and  soon after the rout became

universal. . Many thousands of the Marhattas were slain

in the fight, and in the pursnit, which was continued

the next day ; and the rest, dispersed about the country,

were massacred and plundered by the ¥emindars, or
escaped and joined by degrees their several commanders.
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most.ot his people, being on foot, were slain. Shedashew-
Row, the principal officer under Bisswass Row, poisoned
his ' women to prevent their falling into the hands of the
conqueror, and fled towards Narnowl in the road to
Dececan. Bisswass Row, Malhar Row, Junkojee,and other
chiefs of note, are said to have been amongst the slain ;
but this is not certain. All accounts concur in repre-
senting the Abdallee’s vietory as complete. Shujaa o
Dowla, to whose bravery and conduct the success was
chiefly owing, was honoured by the Abdallee with most
signal marks of - his approbation. That monarch em-
braced him after the battle, styled lim in form his son,
and caused the vietory to be proclaimed and registered in }
his name. On the 16th of January, by the command of
the Abdallee, proper officers were sent by Shujaa o Dowla
and Najeeb Khan to take possession of the Marhatta

" Qamp at Segher, and to take an account of the plunder,
which was invaluable, consisting of the whole artillery,
tents, elephants, horses, camels, and other cattle and
baggage, with a vast treasure. .

Naroo Sanker, the Marhatta governor of Shahjeha-
nabad, fled the day after the action towards Akbarabad,
with all his effects and treasure ; the latter of which
must have been very considerable, as his Government
had been a continued scene of rapine and extortion. It
is said, that he was stopped in the way by order of Soo0-
rujmul the Jaut, stripped of all hig ill-gotten wealth,
and left to pursue his journey, in equal distress and ter-
ror, to Akharabad. The next day, a detachment sent
by Shujaa o Dowla entered the city, and took possession
of the place; and Jehan Khan, the former Subahdar,
who had gained the affections of the people by his

l‘@{i&se ¢ Bahadur and Ibraheem Khan Gardee, I
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ibgrate and Ju% ﬂdmimﬂt,mum} was wxpeched,‘v ;
@h‘“ tly in the same capacity. On \the d6th, | Mmm‘
Bawhber, the son of Allee Gowher, mdeo out, attended bv‘ 1
his court, to visit the Abdallee, aud oongratulate dnm
on hig victory. | | ‘
It will be proper now to take ashort sketch of the
affairs of Bengal. The prince as&zembigd an immense
army, defeated Raja Ram Narain, who then commanded
the forces ot Jaffer Ali Khan in Bahar :* but Was §000
after attacked and worsted by the young Nabob and
Major, Caillaud, By the advice of Oamgar Khan, he
suddenly passed by the young Nabob, and entered the
. province of Bengal by the passes of the moimmm ; but
was so closely pursued, Lhm. despairing of success, he
returned by the same road, and without losing time laid
close siege to Patna, which was gallantly defended by
the KEnglish garrison, till the arrival of (“Japtaili Knox
(with a detachment of Kuropeans and Seapoys, who re
i lieved it. The prince immediatel v raised the siege and
retired to Tekari, where he passed the rains. The
 young Nawab and Major Caillaud arrived soon after.
‘Sometime was spent in the pursuit of Kbhadim Huwam
Khan, Naib of Purnea, who had sided with the prince.
But the campaign was put an end to sooner than ‘was
intended by the sudden death of the young Nabob who |
' was gtruck by lightening, The troops took up ther
quarters in Patna. In the month of October the Na
. Jalier Ali Khan resigned his government to his so
law, Uossim Ally K]lah, and retired to Odlcutta. )
After the rains, the two armies again took the i
A treaty of peace was set on foot; hut broke olf thlmlgh;
the meauns of Camgar Khan, At length, Major Carnac,
who commanded the Hnglish . forces, marched against
W ! ‘ j
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ifn, taking M. Law and the French party prisoners.
He pursued the prince very closely for some days, till
the latter found himself so straitened, that he offered
to throw himself upon the protection of the ¥nglish,
which was accepted; and on the 8th of January he
joined the English camp, and proceeded with them to
Patna.

QOorah, estimated at the yearly revenue of twenty-two
lacks of rupees, was assigned him in guarantee by the
Company ; and, in addition, to render his establishment
splendid, the British governor, on hehalf of the Company,
agreed to pay into his majesty’s treasury the annual
sum of twenty-six lacks of rupees from the revenues of
Bengal.—In return for these coucessions, Shah-Aulum
directed a firmaun to be made out, constituting the
Hnglish Hast India Company perpetual Dewaun of the
rich and fertile provinces of Bengal, Babar, and Orissa,
affording a revenue of three millions sterling.

The city of Allahabad was selected for his majesty’s
residence, where he kept his court in great splendour.

The provision thus made for Shah-Aulum was cer-
tainly ample, and the terms dictated by a spirit of con-
sistent liberality, ‘
. Surrounded by his most faithful servants, in the
bosom of his family, and under the generous safeguard
of the British nation, had Shah-Aulum properly appre-
ciated his situation, he might no doubt have passed the
remainder of his days in tranquillity and comfort.

It would appear, however, that this prince's dis-
position and capacity has been imperfectly understood
by his contemporaries.—The early part of his life had

10552

The province of Allahabad, including the district of °

[



G active and enwrpnsmgg, and his condued, L
rumtmg himself  from the violence of Gamooddeen
exhibited a spirit of great ﬂralldutry and energy of mind.
Bat weak, effeminate, and icr ssolute, he suftered him-
goll to be wholly ruled by the will of others. Though
apparently satisfied in' his exterior bélmviqur, Shah-
Aunlom, even from the moment of ‘his settlement at
Allahabad, sighed in secret for the pleasures of the
| capital, and was ambitious of re-aseending the throne
of his ancestors ; under this imptression, he unhappily
suffared himself to be buoyed up by the promises of the
Marhatta chiets, and by the unworthy advice of his own
counsellors, who, big with the hope of ruling with ‘ua-
sontrolled sway, l:rrged their sovereign to throw off ‘this
dependence on the 'BJ‘ngi.ish, assert his own rights, and
mareh to Delhi
‘ Aceordingly, after an unquiet vesidence of five yem’q
at Allahabad, the emperor ventured on an ill-judged
rash experiment, which proved a soufce of incessant
mistortune to himself and family ; and whmh the woeful
experience of twenty-six years of auxmby, ﬁorrow, and
trouble, has but too fatally demonstrated.

. Not, however, to auticipate the series of eveuts
‘ detailed in the following volume, we proceed to relate ‘
_the particular circumstances that gave rige to cms
extraordinary resolution of sShah-Aulum*

7 As ample details of Lhev hranmbtmns, fmm the deoea.se of
Mohmmad 8 hih until 1765, haveé been given by Colonel Dow and 4

Gaptam Jonathan Scott, the author has deemed it elmlb}s to trtmﬁ
of those events with brevity. i e




L,

Chapter I1. | -

SHAH-AULUM RESIDES AT ALLAHABAD—NAJEEB AL DOW-
LA AT DELHI -SUCOINOT ACCOUNT OF THE MAR-
HATTAS —~ THE MARHATTAS INVITE THE KING TO
RETURN 10 DRLHI —NBGOTIATIONS — KING 8BTS OUT-~
ARRIVAL AT DELHI. i

SHAH-AULUM, thus eligibly situated, in the bosom of
his family, and surrounded by some of his most faithful
gervants, might unow have secured himself a safe and
honourable asylum for the remainder of his days. But
it was the misfortune of this prince to be swayed by
the counsels of designing persons, who, on the king’s
return to his capital, foresaw a renewal of their own

. consequence, and an opportunity afforded for the
gratification of their ambitious views.

Buoyed up by the flattering prospect of ascending
the throne of Timour, and enjoying the luxury and
splendour ,of the capital, Shah-Aulum was persuaded to
listen to the overtures which, about this time, were
made him by the Marhatta nation. The power of this
nation, though slowly recovering from the effects ol
the fatal defeat at Paneeputt, was still formidable.
Their dominions, in 1770, were bounded on the west by
the country of the Rathore Rajpoots; and to south-
west, including the fertile province of Guzerat, ex-
tended to the Indian ocean. Their eastern confine
touched the extremity of Bahar and the Cuttack
“province, bounded on that side by the Soobarnrekha.*

= A viver which divides Bengal from the Cnttack province,



s which rises in t,he central pa.rt,s of  the Rathore
mountains, and, atter traversing some of the most
fertile parts of Hindostaun, discharges itsell mto the
Jumna on the confines of Vindya.

Within this widely-extended cireuit were included
the ancient kingdoms of Baglana and Beejapore, acqhir—‘
‘ed by the valour of Sivajee, founder of the empire,
the provinces of Berar and Bundelcund, Ma,}wah,
' Candeish, and Guzurat. Wl

Poonah, a large and opulent, but unfortitied, (m,
distant 100 miles north of Bombay, is the preqenn
capital of the Marhatta nation. ‘

In the latter years of the reign of Shah Jehan
Sivajee, a noble Marhatta, who drew his ligeage from
the ancient sovereigns of Deccan, laid 'the foundation
of his country’s grandeur. Through a series of bold

operatious, attended by uncommon success, he baffled
every attempt of the great Auraug/eeb to depress his
| power ; and, during the reign of that prince, he enlarged
and extended his territory ; and died in the plenitude
of his power and sovereign sway over some of the
richest provinces in Deccan®, His son and successor,
Sambajee, was weak and dissolute ; but Rajabh Sahoo,
thie third of the family, enjoyed a long and suceessful
reign. Under his auspices the Marhatta leaders, issning
‘ f m their strongholds in  the mountains, descended
nto the plains of Hindostaun ; and by a succession of

-

¥1n this briof dotail of the Marhatta states, the author has
principally followed the interesting reports of fhe Select Corn-
mittee of the House of Commons on the first and second Marhatta
wars. Mr, Ormds valuable historical fragments have also been
consulted occasionally. L,



: fand lu'lllmut munorms, overwhelmed Lhe tottert g
fa,brlc of the Mogul power, and shook the throne m’,
Timoor to its foundations, ‘

On the death of ‘Sahoo, ‘the a,ut,honty of biva]ees
family first exhibited symptoms of decline. The great
lords of the empire took advantage of the sitnation
of an infant sovereign ; and, assuming an independent |
authority, erected the famous office of Paishwah, or ‘
Divector-general of the affairs of the empire: which,

in time, embraced every department of the state, and
totally eclipsed the influence of the royal family. ‘

Bajerow Bulajee, the first Paishwah, was a man of

great abilities. To the bravery of an intrepid soldier
and sgkilful general, he added political sagacity ; and,
after a long and successful administration, had the
 singular good fortune to transmit his authority unim-
paired, and his influence undiminished, to hiy mmll‘, and
descendants. ‘
A suceession of Paishwahs after Bajbrow bOlILlDULd
to divect the affairs of the Marhatta state, until the
middle of the present century. During this period the
representative of the royal line of Sevajee, immured
withinn the ' fortress of Satara, .exhibited only ‘the

pageant of a sovereign.  The idle ceremony of investing

each successive Paishwah in his office, the only act of
royalty which he was permitted to exercise, served but
to'render him an object of pity and degradation in “*’%
eyes of the princes of Hindostaun.

The great Jagheerdars, or hereditary lmldi'lo]ders,
among the Marhattas, possessed on their own estates
a kind of sovereign authority ; and the terms by which
they held their domains bore striking similarity to the
ancient fendal system of many countries in Europe.




to furnish their quota toward the general stock, but
also to appear in the field at the head of their followers,
to defend the great banner of the empire. When the
time 'of that service expired, they returned to their
Jagheers what they enjoyed in perpetuit)}, converting
the revenues solely to their own use. Nor would they,
though frequently called’ upon by the Paishwah's
ministers, consent to any diminution therein. ‘

(Jonscious of their own strength and internal re-
sources, these hardy chiefs were satisfied with paying
a nominal allegiance to the commands of the Paishwah ;
and, as they increased in numbers, became more daring,
till at length they threw off the yoke; and the energy
and activity which the ficst Paishwahs had digplayed
ceasing, the Jagheerdars established themselves in
independence of the court of Poonah.

Phis so far reduced the influence of the Pd.lShWﬂ.h
tamily as to give the Marhatta nation the appearance
of a great military republic, united,by general interests,
but divided and distinct in the operation of its various
executive branches, in which situation it remains to
the present day. At the period now commemorating,
Madho Row Narrain held the office of Paishwah at the
court of Poonah. By an early application to business,
he contrived to uphold his authority against the in-
trigues of his numerous enemies, and to render his
authority respected.

On the other hand, three powerful families in the
state were secretly endeavouring to undermine the
authority of the Paishwah, and erect their own on its
ruin, 1. The family of Bhonselah, rulers of the province



at this time ruled over 'that

provinee, and is well 'known 'to the British nation.
Allied by blood to the royal family of Sevajee, this chief
was considered  with the highest respect by the whole
Marhatta nation ; and, having established his authority
on a sound basgis, he s .lookedm) to by all parties as a
proper counterpoise to the influence and over-weening
ambition  of the ocourt of Poonah. X Pillajee Guicas
war, 'or the herdsman, whose ancestors wrested from
- the Mogul Furrok Seer all the country at the foot of
the Balah Ghaut mountains, and from Ahmadabad,

the capital of Guzerat, to the port of Damaun on the
coast of Konkan,  This family (whose jaghire was like-
wise & grant from Rajab Sahoo) formed an alliance with

the Britisli government during the second Marhatta
wart, 8. Tookajee Holkar and Madhajee Sindia, Whﬁ*,
jointly s}mred the Malwah province,

The Marhatm force 'when umt,(:(l might, amouupt to
160,000 men, the major part of which being horsemen,
were accustomed to a desultory and predatory mode of
warfare, ;aut.il'ély destitute of science or disecipline, but
formidable from  their numbers and energetic method
of attack. The M(u'ha,tt,as then, as already remarked,
having recovered in a gred,t measure the shock sustain-
ed in their late defeat, appeared ready to renew their

efforts, and interpose 'in the transactions of the court

of Delhi. ' Three chiefs of note, Tookajee, Sindiah, and
‘Besagee, had for some time past taken a favourable
position with a large force to the northward of the
river Ohumbul, in' the vicinity of the town of Futtah

* Seo Reports of the Seloot (‘ommit‘uee, &c. )
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NaJeeb Al Dowla.1 who had been pla.(,ed Lg
gituation with great cre(lit to himself and benefit to
the state. An able politician, a valorous soldier, and
pleasant and afiable in his manners and demeanour, he
gained the confidence of the Delhians, and his influence
was found sufficient to uphold the royal authority in
the small portion of authority which it still retained.
Najeeb Al Dowla, who was equally desirous with the
king’s friends for his majesty to return to Delhi, readily
entered into the views of the Marhattas on that head.
He had, moreover, a more forcible argument to inspire
him with that resolution. The Jauts, who, notwith-
standing their late disaster in the loss of Sooruj Mull,
their favourite chief, had made head again under his son
and successor, Jowaher Sing, and threatened Delhi with
the horrors of a siege. In this critical situation, the
minister entered into an alliance with the Marhatta
leaders, and, in concert with them, invited Shah- Aulum
to return tohis capital. The Marhattas who had an
army consisting of 30,000 horse, if sincere in their pro-
fessions of ameliorating the king’s situation, certainly
possessed the means, totally independent eitherof the
British or any other nation in Hindostaun. But it
cannot be denied that their chief aim in uniting with
the minister, and a conecurrence with the king’s in-
clinations, were not dictated by a generous regard for
his interests, but entirely with a view to their own
aggrandisement.

They expected, when Shah-Aulum, through their
assistance, should be established at Delhi, the whole
management of affaivs would be placed in their hands,
and were determined that neither Najeeb Al Dowla nor
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‘a minist;ex should posuem mﬂuanw in the sta © L
: ention, indeed, wppaared manifest thronghout
4 the negociations; conformably to the characteristic
poliey of their nation, they instructed their agent .to
announce to the king the reward they expected for
their interference, in the present critical state of affairs
and made a previous, though secret, stipulation fora
cession of the provineces of Corah and Allahabad to be
delivered over to them for ever. |
To these demands, however exorbitant, Esha,h Aulum,
impatient of his confinement at Allababad, and eager
to set out on hig intended journey, yielded a ready
assent. Najeeb Al Dowla, when he wrote at this time
to the king, recapitulated the circumstances that led to
the present offers of the Marhatta leaders, and earnestly
pressed the necessity of his speedy appearance at the
capital. | ‘* By this step,” said he, ‘ the designs of your
cnemies will be frustrated, and the rebels punighed ; and
I shall have the singular satisfaction of seeing your
majesty, before I die, seated on the throne of your
illustrious ancestors, and restored to imperial autho-
rity. ‘ ‘
A few days after writing the above letter, this able
minigter, at an advanced age, having laboured under a
complication of disorders, expired, to the great detris
ment of the king’s interests, and the general regret of
the inbabitants of Delhiy who still continue to speak
of his administration in terms of respectful gratitude,
'his occurrence, bowever untoward, made no' altera-
tion in the plan laid down; on the contrary, the king
appeared more eager thanbefore to commence his ex-
pedition ; and, notwithatanding the salutary advice of
the Hnglish government, the entreaties of the vazir, or
8 ‘
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c tached to his real interests, he pergisted in his
design, ' i :

Previous to Shah-Aulum’s departure, his minister,
‘Muneer Al Dowlah, who had already made two journeys
into Decean to concert measures with the Marbatta
chiefs, was now for the last time sent by the king to
Oaleutta to demand the approbation of the British
government on his intended movement. But here he
met with a positive refusal ; convinced of the impru-
dence of the step his majesty was about to take, the
Council strongly - remonstrated against it; they told
Muneer Al Dowlah that the king was' throwing away
the substance to grasp a shadow, and sacrificing his
‘solid and substantial interests to the vain and idle
‘gratification of residing in the imperial palace; they
warned him against the impolicy of placing confidence
in the Marhattas,” the very people whose perfidious
conduct and insatiable ambition had already proved so
fatal to many of his august family. They finally pre-
dicted that the present measure was equally dangerous
and destructive to his real benefit, as it wounld undoubt-
edly hereafter prove distressing to his recollection.
With these sentiments, certainly honourable to them-
selves, the Council of Calcutta dismissed Muneer Al
Dowlah. But though the British government declined
to sanction the kingls departure from their protection,
they permitted him to retain in his service some batta-
lions of * Seapoys which had been trained and disciplined
after the Huropean method, having first, however, with-
‘drawn their own officers. With these and otheraids,
particularly a large supply from the vazir, and the exer-
tions of the Mogul nobles, Shah-Aulum was enabled in



At hlc. depm-ture Shu)am 0 Dowla the mmr,
" presented a magnificent paisheush, or offering, with
four lacks of rupees in specie.  He, likewise, in conce&"t‘
with the | commander-in-chief . of  the British forces,
aceompanied his majesty to the frontiers of the Corah
province ; when, having again renewed their solicita-
tions to detain the king, but Wn;hom effect, thm took
their leave.,
On the road, intelligeuce was received of the death
Joof Ahmad Khan Bungeish, the Nawaub of E‘uroo.klmbad &

on which the army halted, and & message was sentby

the king's ministers to the guardians of the infant
Nawaub, Muzuffur Jung, to demand the arrears due as
paisheush to the royal treasary for several years.

This a¢tion, considering the unprotected state of the
young Nawaub, was considered as oppressive and
unjust s but it was vehemently defended by the winis-

ters, on the principle of his majesty’s want of ﬂlnhl,y to

enforce his right until the present period.

Hassam Al Dowlah and other noblemen had a con-
ference with the guardians of the young Nawaub: at
which it was agreed that paisheush of four 'lacks of
rupees should be given on the part of Muzufiur Jung ;
for which he was honoured by his majesty with & khil~
lut, and other marks of distinetion 3 anda patent was
directed to be issued from the chancery office, confirming
him Nawaub of the district. = , ‘

The | periodical  rains being now setivin, the king
ordered his army to canton at Nabee Gunje, a town
thirty miles west of Furookbabad, andin the high road to
Delhi. At this place Anunt Row, a Marbatta vakeel,
waited the arrival of the royal army. He was charged




1. That whatever balance of Chout* was due from
the crown to the Paishwah family since the time of
Mahmud Shahb, should be faithfully discharged. That
whatever plunder might be acquired during the war
should be equally divided between the Marhattas and
the Mogul troops.

2. That on the king’s arrival at Delhi, the Marhatta
leaders should be confirmed in the possession of their
respective jagheers: and, finally, for the purpose of
carrying on the war against the Jauts and others, the
sum of five lacks of rupees should be immediately ad-
vanced from the king’s treasury,

These proposals, at a time when hig majest) was 8o
near his capital, caused him extreme disgust. He
perceived too well the arrogant spirit by which they
were dictated; but conscious of his own inability to
resist or evade the fullest compliance, he acquiesced in
the demand. The vakeel was graciously received; and
a few  days after the Nawaub Majd Al Dowla and
several of the nobility arrived in the camp from Delhi
to visit and congratulate his majesty on his approach.
They brought with them from the Marhatta chiefs a
variety of costly presents; and many soldiers of fortune
and adventurers having joined the royal standard, the
court exhibited a gay and splendid appearance. ¢

The arrival of®the Marhatta chiefs enhanced the
general satist‘action; and on a day appointed, Sindiah,

\* The C’hout is the tribute imposed by the Marhattas upon
every part of Hindostaun that came under their authority since
their first irruptions, It signifies one-fourth part of the net
revenue of any state or prqviuce. ‘






Chapter I1I.

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST ZABITA KHAN—THE MARHATTAS
REFUSE TO DIVIDE THE PLUNDHER-—NUJUFF KHAN IN
HIGH FAVOUR—HE QUARRELS WITH THE MARHATTAS
—H1§ DEFEAT—PARDONED —OESSION OF CORAH AND
ALLAHABAD TO THE MARHATTAS—SHUJAA 0 DOWLA
MARCHES AGAINST THE MARHATTAS—MARHATTAS
RETIRE T0O DECCAN.

The first object to which Shah-Aulum directed his
attention after a few days’ repose, was the punishment
of Zabita Khan, son to the late minister, Najeeb Al
Dowlah. At the time of his father's death, this nobleman
resided at Sehaurunpore, the capital of the province of
the same name. :

This province, situated in the upper parts of the
Dooab®, in the vicinity of the Sewalick hills, in the
latitude. of 28 29. N. long. 77. 50. W, and about 70
miles Wast of Delhi, was the jagheer bestowed upon
Nejeeb Al Dowlah, as areward for the many services
rendered by him to the state. It commences under the
Sewalick hills, and is bounded on the north by the
fortress of Ghous Gurh, east by Sakertaul on the Ganges;
west by the Purgannah of Seamlee; and south by the
town of Meerut. - The soil is fertile and Iluxurious,
producing grain, sugarcane, and tobacco, in the greatest
abundance : and until injured by the various internal
commotions which occured during the turbulent reigns
of Aurangzeeb’s suceessors, it was esteemed one of the
mo«xt fertile parts of the empire.

% The country lying betwixt the rivers Gangw and J umna,




L OHAPTER I

ia Khan not equally inclined to suppor L
state of the king’s at’hu’% a ht; opport,umt.y to facilitate
his own ambitious views; and scarce had his father
expired, when he applied himself to raising troops, who
were chiefly Afghauns of his own tribe, and in fortifying
the strongholds in his district. Among these was the
post of Sakertaul, situated fifty miles from the capital,
on the western bank of the Ganges. Thig place wasg
selected by Zabita Khan as the most eligible to make
an advantageous stand. He threw up strong entrench-
ments; and having assembled a numerous body of
veteran Robillas, resolved to wait the attack of th
royal army, now on the way to punish his rebellion,

The king commanded in person, andunder him was
the Nawaub Mirza Nuojuff Khan, who began about this
time to be noticed with marks of particular regard by
his majesty, which was the foundation of his future
power, The Marhatta forces were seut on as an ad-
vance guard, and the king and Nujuff Khan followed
with the remainder of the troops.

Intelligence of the approach of the royal army
being conveyed to Zabita Khan, he thought it bet-
ter, by making a spirited effort to overcome his ene-
mies in the field, than waiting behind bis entrench-
ments; He accordingly advanced a few miles in front
of his camp, and offered battle to the king’s troops.
The contest was bloody, and for some time doubtful;
the rebel chiefs, Saadut Khan and Syud Khan,led on
their troops with great spirit; but the former being
unfortunately slain by a cannon ball, the' Rohillas, dis-
pirited at that event, began to give way, Zabita Khan
perceiving the disaster, ordered a retreat, and syas soon




) "Mthatta horse, a,clvcmcmg with great mpldlwu :
. commeneced the pursuit of the ﬂymg enemy onall sides, !
and entering the camp along with the fugitives, they'
soon got possession of it, which rendered their vietory
complete. In the camp they found a fine park of
i ‘artillery, together with an immense plunder of money,
stores, and valuable effects of every kind; and Lhe,
whole of  the family of . Zabita Kha,u were ma,(.if»
prisoners. ‘ ‘ i

This first essay auwm’od fayorably for the success of
. his majesty’s arms; but the avarice exhibited by the
Marhattas in the moment of victory caused great dig-
contents among the king’s troops, and laid the seeds of
internal discord and animosity. th;thhstandmg the
stipulations already recorded, which were entered into.
at Nubee Gunj, the Marhattas appropriated the greatest
part of the spoil taken on this occasion to their own use.
They secured the whole of the treasure, amounting to a
krore of rupees, without offering to make the smallest ‘
distribution with their gallant colleagues. The l«.mg,“‘
incensed at this conduct, complained of it with warmth
to the Marhatta leaders, but without efiect. He found
their present influence too great to be set aside, and
therefore dissembled ; but the Mogul nobility nour mhed‘
4 secret hatred against them, which they resolved to
make manifest on Lhe first oppor rumtv that was uﬂorded'
them, I

Meanwhile LL(‘ army ddvauwd and took puqsesswn‘
of Sahauumpore, together with other strong places in
the nelghbomhood s0 that, excepting the fort of Gthous
Gurh, ‘the whole of the province acknowledged the
king's authority. The family of Zabita Khan, who had:

9
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aken in his camp, were by order of Shah-A &

a liberty, and sent with a strong escort to the fort
of Ghous Gurh, it being an inviolable maxim through-
out Hindostaun, and in general most religiously observed,
to respect the honour of the Harem *#

Having appointed a person to command in Sahau-
runpore, and settled the aftairs of the provmce,Shah-
Aulam returned with the army to Delhi.

The conduct of the Marhatta chiefs, in refusing to
make a fair distribution of the spoil acquired by the
late vietory, made a deep impression on the mind of
Shah-Aulum. The presence of persons who had insulted
his authority was irksome to him ;' and, in order to be
released from the restraint which they imposed, he
requested them to march their forces against the Jauts,
who had again assembled in arms under the command
of their chief, Rajah Newal Sing. The Marhattas
obeyed the order, and departed; but had not been gone
many days, when the king received authentic infor-
mation that they were in league with the rebel, Zabita
Khan, who had cajoled them into his views, and were
actually on the point of concluding a treaty with that
nobleman.

Shah-Aulum, determined to make one effort to
destroy their iniquitous cabals, asked advice from Nujuft
Kban. He proposed to augment the Mogul army, and
to raise new levies with all possible expedition. The
king, who knew his ability, and was convinced of hig
attachment, relied entirely on his exertions ; and to give
proof of his confidence, he publicly bestowed on him the
office of Pay-master General of his forces.

*The Harem sxgmﬂes any females of the family, wlm’revcr may
be their vank or condition.
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Nujafl Khan ina short time as&emhled a c-onmdera» B
bo y of troops; and to animate their zeal lon. the‘
occasion, he declared it was for the sole pm'pnse ol pm—!
- tecting the person of  his mm&stv ‘against Lhe m&mleut,
menaces of the Marhatta chiefs. | Loy
These precantions were sufficiently Jtlshxlle(i hy thu
conduct of the Marhattas, who, on their arrival in the
(eountry of the Jauts, instead of prosecuting the war,
 were employed in settling the terms of .@treaty wnth“

Zabita Khan, On the arrival of that chief in their

camp, it was stlpula,ted that, on lus advmwmg o large
sum of money, they would return to Delhi, and on their
arrival, in concert. with him, insist not, only on a pmdon- :
for his offences, but the investiture of the, office of
‘Ameer. Al Omrah %, which his father had enjoyed.
Conformably to this agreement, they struck their tents,
and marched towards Delhi, When arrived in the neigh-

j bourhood of that city, they sent a measenger to hlcy
‘ma‘}esty to require his compliance with the demands
aforementioned ; but Shah-Aunlum, relying on the fxt-,‘_
tachment of the Mogul troops, and the fidelity of Nujuff
Khan, assumed a bolder tone, and, dismissed the mef«;_
senger witha positive refusal. .

Meanwhile the minister, by the king’s m‘der, led out
his troops to battle. He took post near the monument
of a Mahomedan devotee without the wallg ot the eity,
opposite the gate called Ajmere. His army was well
appointed, baving a numerous artillery commanded by a
Wrench officer, The Marhattas, who outnumbered their
opponents, were confident of success, and the attack
commenced with great tury on both sides; but ap

| % Chief of the nobility, an office of the highe"éﬁ rank in Hindosbtaun.
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up ot an ammumtlon waggon, and Wthh cause(l a congi-
derable loss among his troops, turned the fortune of the

G,

day in favour of the enemy, and with great difficulty

the minister was enabled to draw off a part of his army
under shelter of  a slight entrenchment thrown up in
haste by the French commandant of artillery. The
Marbattas disliking to attack the' entrenchment, sud-
denly wheeled off and attacked the gate of the city
which was near them, hoping to earry it; but Hussam
Al Dowlah, who was stationed in that place, repulsed
them with great intrepidity, till finding they could not
effect their purpose, they suddenly  withdrew their
army, and retired to a small distance from the eity.
From the issue of thepreceding day, the king saw
too plainly he could not hope to prolong the contest ;
and, at a consultation which he held with his Mogul
officers, they with reluctance advised him to accommo-
date matters with “the enemy, and a negociation
accordingly commenced. The Marhattas were again in-
vited to court, whithér they repaired the ensuing morn-
ing, accompanied by Zabita Khan, who was pardoned,
and, moreover, gratified with a khillut, reinstated in
hisgovernment of Sahaurunpore, and finally, appointed

to the long-expected office of Ameer Al Omrah. It -

has been judged by many that these concessions so
degrading to the king, were not wholly oecasioned by his
inability to resist, but : partly from the intrigues of
Hussam Al Dowlah, wh.o though 'he ' had behaved
gallantly in the late attack, was known to be in the
interest of .the Marhattas., Their tnumph was now
complete ; and to establish it in the eyes of all Hin-
dostaun, they asked and obtained from his majesty



had by qolenm treaty alr eady been gra,ntcd t.o the‘}.
Hnelish. i

Though Slmh-Aulum acceded to his degmdabwu wn;h
indignation and disgust, rigid impartiality demands that
to his own weakness, effeminacy, and indolence, be
ascribed the real causes of his disgrace. His total want
of energy in judging for himself, made him always a ready
and easy prey to the designs of the insolent 10 ambitious.
Hussam Al Dowla, who had long been the personal
enemy of Nujuff Khan, took this opportunity of persecut-
ing that nobleman to ' the wutmost. Supported by the
Marhatta chiefs, be publicly accused Nujuff Khan as the
sole adviser of the late pernicious measures in effecting
a breach betwixt his majesty and his faithful adherents
the Marhattas, and, that owing to his councils the
affairs of the state had fallen into disorder ; he insisted,
therefore, on hisimmediate execution. The king, though

well convinced of the attachment of  Nujuff Khan, was

1m~apable of affording him any protection at the present .
Jjuneture; being entirely at the disposal of the trium-
phant party, he would therefore have fallen a victim to
the malice of his enemies, bad not his own resolute spiriy
regcued him. il

Wihen the .ttmmneutloned uegoomtum commeuwd
Nujufi Khan, who foresaw the gathmmg storm, ‘hﬂad
retired prudently to his own palace: there, an‘imated by
a generous indignation at the unworthy treatment he
had received, he collected his friends and dependants
around him, and these to the number of 8,000, deter-
mined with their lord to shave his fortunes. Instigated
by Hussam Al Dowla, the Marhatta forces were ordered

* A grant.
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ult Nujuft Khan in his palace; the affair be
24T @ very serious aspect ; as, from the known
bravery of the general, he could not be taken without a
desperate resistance and much bloodshed, This, how-
ever, was prevented by the interference of Tookajee
Holkar; admiring the intrepidity of Nujufi Khan, and
ashamed of the part his countrymen were acting, this
- generous chief offered his mediation, which was accept-
ed, and Nujuff Khan directed to repair to court in
order to receive his pardon. Accordingly, still attended
by his faithful Jvadherents, who refused to quit him, he
repaired to the imperial palace, where he was graciously
received by his majesty, honoured with a khillut, and
appointed to the command of the army. For this last
favour, he was indebted more to the complexion of
affairs than the inclinations of his enemies.

‘During the late commotions within the provinece of
Delhi, others of a very serious nature had arisen from
an opposite quarter. The Rohillas were on the eve of a
memorable contest, in which the interests of the Vazir
Shujaa o Dowla,as likewise those of the king, were materi-
ally involved. The Marbattas, who during the two
preceding years had committed every species of violence
and  oppression, laying waste the countries through
which they passed, and insulting the inhabitants, had,
among other places, made irruptions into the fine pro-
vince of Rohilcund, and, by a barbarous.species of war-
fare in destroying the produce of the country, excited
in that warlike tribe a just indignation. Not being of
themselves sufficiently numerous to resist the enemy,
they applied to the vazir for assistance, who,in con-
currence with. the commander-in-chief of the British
forces, agreed to unite and expel the invaders. Hafiz
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ahpit Khan, chief of the tribe, ol this oc
simed a treaty with the vazir and the Epglish,in which
he agreed, in return for the assistance ofiered, to pay at
the end of the war the sum of forty lacks of rapees to the
yazier.  In these transactions, Shah-Aulum had gecretly
borne @ considerable part, Pending the treaty, he had
privately consulted with the agents of the vazir, and
had, moreover, informed the British govérnmeﬁt’? it
was now as much his earnest desire toberid of the
thiraldom in which he was kept by the Marbattas, as he
liad before heen partial to them.  He added, likewise,
¢hat every exertion should be ‘made on  bhis  part to
counteract their designs by constantly giving intima-
tion of their intended movements.

dn consequenm of these engagements, the forces of
‘shujaa 0 Dowla, accompanied by the Bnglish brigades,
joined the Rohilla army, who were stationed onithe
irontiers. Previous to this event, a very large Marhatia
army, commanded by Holkar and Besajee, bad crossed
the Ganges, and laid waste great part of the country ;
they were, however, s00n repulsed and driven back across
the river with the ntmost precipitation. The remainder
of the Marhatta army under Sindiah, attended by Nujufl
Khan, who, as already mentioned, had been reinstated
in his appointment, now arrived, but finding  the il
success of their associates,and observing the counte-
nance of the British troops,they held a consultation upon
" their future operations. Kinding the situation of affairs
hostile to their views, and knowing the king’s mind was
now entirely estranged from them, they resolved for the
present to return to Deccan, determined to renew their
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* See Helect Reporbs, passiti,



1y to this resolve, Sindiah and Holkar first, and
Besajee afterwards, withdrew their respective troops,
and taking the route to Jypore, quitted Hindostaun.
Nujuff Khan veturned to Delhi with the Mogul troops.

i
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ADMINISTRATION or Nuauge KHAN —-OONQUF‘S’[‘E N TI{E
JAUT COUNTRY--RUPTURE BRTWIXT SHUJAA 0 DOW-
LA AND THE ROHILLAS — REDUCTION OF ROHILGUND -~
DESCRIPTION OF THAT (JOUNTRY — DEATH OF ‘SHUJAA
0 DOWELA— ACCOUNT O THE OUDE FAMILY.

The retreat of the Marhattas afforded bhah—Aulum
the highest gatisfaction : freed from the vexations
occasioned by their insolent demeanour, he hoped he
should once more be enabled to maintain his authorlty
in the state, and bring his affairs into a better train. -
Tle was resolved to place his whole confidence on Mirza
 Nujuft Khan, who in.every respect was well qualified for
the important trust. High spirited, and an active,
(,qually a valianty c,ommandmf and of courteous and
obliging manners, he conciliated the esteem of every
one: and by his unremitting attention to husiness, he
preserved regularity, and restored order thmuglmut
every department. i

The kmg, to give public proof of his oplmon of tms
nobleman’s attachment, thought proper, as a prehmlndry
 step, to dismiss his rival, Hussam Al Dowlah, from d.“
his employments. His majesty had long beheld the
predilection which that minister had entertained for the .
; Marhaﬂtas, whnse interests he had dared to prefer to
those of his lawful sovereign; and resolved to pumsh
him for his presumption. He was degraded from his
nobility, and all his estates confiscated to ‘the royal
treasury. His appointments were conferred on Nujuft
Khan, who was at the same time created Captain
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'l‘he treasures takeu‘fmm Hussam Al Dow[a, whu,h
had been amassed by oppressive ‘meaus, afforded a fund
sufficient to answer the iexpensies: of a ‘war with the
‘ Jauts, who, during ‘the late disputes at court, had again
made head, and were exciting fresh disturbanees in
‘order to embarrass the king's government.

About ' this time, Majd Al Dowla; a nobleman of

congiderable eminence, was appointed to the office

of Dewaunt: and the king, to Lencourage his | army,

caused it to be signified to the troops that the pluuder ‘

acquired during the intended expedition, ‘.ﬂmuld be‘ ‘

divided amongst then.

The country of the Ja,ur,s, 80 [requently mentmueal is
situated on both sxdeq of the river Jumna, and com«

prehends a tract of 150 miles in length, by about 60 in
breadth. It extends from the vicinity of Gwalior,

large town 60 miles westward of Agra,h, toithe skirts
of the capital; and contains within its limits many
strong fortresses and other holds. Towards the cloge
of the reign. of Aureng/eeb this. singular tribe first
attmcted notice. Frmgmtmg from a remote spot

the banks of the Indus, in the lower parts of t,he |

Mulmn provmce, and  accustomed to the humble
oocupa,uouq of husbandry, . they were allowed to sottle

"Hls titles at length were, Khan S;pah-l—%la.r Hmdogtn,un,
Rnstum Al Dowla, Rustuwn-i-Hind, Zulficar Al Dowla, Mirza Nujutt
‘i{ha.n Bahadur, (halib Jung,—In Baglish thus :

Leader of the armies of Hindostaun, Splendour of the &ba.to,
Rustum of India, Sword of the Emp:re, Mirza Nujudf Khan wvietori-
ous inbatiGle, [

L. Colleotor of bhp revenues.

4
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‘ lves peaceably in their present residence.

\cmﬂ'sa of a few years, becoming numerous, they ventured
to attack the caravans proceeding to Delhi with supplies
‘for the royal army ; and, having met with unexpected
suceess on their first attempts, at length became so
formidable as to require the presence of the lmpemal
troops to overawe them.

Their future progress was mconcelvably rapid ; and
amid the civil wars carried on by Aurungzeeb’s succes-
sors, the Jauts found means to secure a large portion
of country to themselves, in which they built forts, and
accumulated great wealth. Their natural propensity
to plunder, which accompanied them in their emigration,
has communicated itself to their posterity, and they are
still & most notorious and darving banditti. -

Chura Mun, one of their first chiefs, was an intrepid
soldier, and remarkably fortunate in his encounters with
the imperial troops, who were frequently compelled to
retire with precipitation before this daring tribe. In
later times, Suruj Mull, who fell in an ambuscade a few
years since, was one of the most respectable of thelr
leaders. He, in 1756, having been dignified with the
title of Rajah, or Prince, kept his court with great
gplendour. But with his death their power, in a great
measure, expired. His eldest son, Newal Sing, who how
commanded the tribe, was not equal to contend with
the ability of Nujuff Khan; but beinga man of great*
personal courage, he determined to risk the issue; and
for this purpose, besides augmenting his army, he bad
fortified in the strongest manner the towns of Deig,
Bullum Gurh, and other places within his jurisdiction.

Zulficar Al Dowla having received his instructions
from the king, put his troops in motion, and marched
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b/the Jauts. In his way he reduced seveeah
ory Zemindars, wl:mm the late disturbances at
vomt had tempted to revolt frond their allegiance. On
t.hc@se he nnposerl heavy fines, and by this means enrichs
ed his treasury to a considerable amount. In the mean-
time, the Jaut Rajah, hearing of the success of the
captain general, was fearful he might make an attack
upon the fort of Deig, one of his strongest holds, which,
if suceessful, would undoubtedly put an’ end to the war,
and prove utter destruction to his affairg. To prevent

| this, he resolved to hazard an action ; and, agreeably to

his determination, threw himself in the way of the royal

army. A sharp engagement ensued ; but Nujuff Khan’s e

very few of his soldiers, He took refuge in the fort of

good fortune prevailing, the Jaut Rajah was totally
defeated, and compelled to quit the field of battle with

Deig, which he resolved to defend to the last extremity.
'Phe  plunder of Newal Sing’s camp, which was
iinmense, prevented an immediate pursuit: and Nujuff

. Khan, elate with Lis victory, sent an account of it to .

Delht without delay. The news of success, so important,
was received at court with the highest satisfaction;
and rewards and honours were conferred on the captain
general and his army by the king’s express command.
Fle sent the general a letter of thanks, written with hig
own hand, and recommended a vigorous pursuit of the

‘enemy, which it was hoped would bring the contest to

a speedy and favourable issue. From the field of battle
Nujuft: Khan led the army to Agral, which place he
invested ¢n all sides; but not having asufficient train

of artillery, be was mm;“)elled to turn the siege into

a blockade, whieh, indeed, is' the more: gencml inet,hocl !
adopted by the armies of Hindostaun: oo R
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parts of the surrounding country,' by which. means,
geveral of the refractory Zemindars were induced: co
submit themselves to the king’s authontv Ol
About this time, the Vazir Shujaa o Dowla, advanced
into the Doo Ab with a considerable army. That i prince,
whose ambition was great, deeming the refreat of
" the Marhattas favourable to his degigns, résolved e
appropriate some of their possessions to his'own use.
He accordingly laid siege to Htawah, a city on the
frontiers, from whence he expelled the Marhattas,‘aud
placed a garrison therein on his own part. Krom Htawah
he proceeded to Agrah, then besieged by Nujuff Khan,
whom he assisted with an increase of force, and several
fine cannon, which enabled the captdin general to carry
on the siege with vigour. The garvison, threatened by
a dearth of provisions, were, without difficulty, persyaded
to capitulate, and accordingly delivered up the fort and
its dependencies to Nujuff Khan. = A messenger was
immediately dispatched to the capital with the important
intelligence, and carried with him the keys of the fort
to be laid at his majesty’s feet. W
Shujaa o Dowla at the same time sent lllu; Khban, his
favourite, to wait on the king, and, in his name, compli-
ment him on the late successes. But that nobleman
was charged with a secret commission of a moye import-
ant nature. ‘It was to engage the king’s eonsent to the g
designs which he now' meditated against the. Rohillas,
and, in” the event of conquest, to participate with his
majesty lin sharing the country betweeén theém.: The
jealousy with which the vazir had tong beheldtheé Rohilla
power, and his alarm at the extension of their influence,
so contiguous to his own dominions, determined: him,



be wa.ubing in hm Iavom he ur ged the mfra(,tmn of the
late treaty, and complained loudly of the treacherous
vonduct of the Rohillas m‘ delaying payment of the
stipulated sum. | ‘ i
| 'The violation of a Lr eaty made uu(lor such eireums
stances, and by which the Rohillas bad certainly received
-material assistance in the expulsion of the invaders of
their conntry, cannot indeed be justilied by any prineiple
of common honesty, though at the same time the inordi-
nate ambition of the vazir, and his enterprizing spirit,
were grounds of alarm, sufficient to persuade the Rohilla,
Sirdars to counteract and curb it by any means within |
their power. |

v ey Khan, on his arvival at court, consulted Wltu
Maj«l Al Dowla on the foregoing points; and, as he
brought a large sum of money  with Ium, he found less
diffienlty ,m.sucwedm‘g in hig object. A secret tredaty
was at length formed, by which the vazir bound himself
not ouly to defray the expenses of the war, but, at
its conclusion, his majesty should participate in the
(llbhl‘lbu“()ﬂ of the pluuder as well as a share in the
cunquer&d provm(/e, or, if more amoeable have an equal
proportion of country more contiguous to Delhi., On
‘t-he_ pa;'r; of the',king, fie was to send thé army under.
Nujuff Kban to the assistance of the vazir, who was
preparing, in ‘cp;ic‘el:t;/ with the British forces, to take
the field, Shah-Aulum appeared to listen to their pro-
posals, with much, q'qmpla,cency; yet, as an ingenious
historian®* has justly remarked, he did not heartily con-
enr in the measure, bemg averse to nggmndmng the
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om Agrah, and directed to march the army ‘towards
Rohileund, and the king prepared to take the field?
but indisposition, whether real or pretended, prevented
him from attending the army, which q;et. out uitder the
command of Nujuft Khan. G Bok e el

The memorable battle of Cutterah, “s‘tnd"t!ié-'tel’milm’—'?
tion of the Rohilla war which soon followed, are too well
known to require any comment in these transactions :
it may, however, g 'ratify curiosity to take a view of the
then situation, soil, climate, and productlons of ' that
celebrated province. - ‘ )

. Rohileund, called in Sanscrit Cuttair, comprehends
that tract lying east of the CGanges, between the 28th
and 30th degrees of north latitude, and from.76 to 80
longitude. Commencing in the vicinity of Loll Dong,
at the foot of the Kummow Hills, it extends eastward
to the town of Pillibeet ; on the north and west, it is'
bounded by the Ganges, and to the south, by the district
of Mahomedy, in the dominions of Oude.

The soil of Outtair is in general a vich black mould,
intermixed in many parts with sand and red earth ; it is'
uncommonly fertile, and capable of the highest cultiva-
tion, abounding in all sorts of grain, sugar-cane, and
tobacco. Few countries have, in truth, move natural
advantages than this; it is well supplied with several
large rivers, besides numerous smaller streams. Among
the first, are the Ramganga, and Dewah, (or Gamberah).’

The Ramganga, taking its rise between the first and’
second range of mountains to the north-east, issues
forth into the plains of Hindostaun at the Gaut of Colly 3 ’
and, after traversing the greatest part of Rohilcuod, in
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souLh i ‘st{l\lt‘hww‘estaﬂ.y divection, and ;en't,ilizi‘x)g
1andéris joined in its progress by other rivers, and finallyy
discharged 1nto the Gtanges in the vicinity of Kannouj.
This majestic river, until late years imperfectly known,
. is navigable fox geven months in the year; its stream 8
broad and rapid, and 1t8 banks are adorned with many
large and populous villages. On the eastern side, the
Dewah, issuing from the same mountains, runs by the
town of Pillibeet, Here are embarked the finest saul,
Sissoo, and fiv timbers, the produce ol the neighbouring
forests that skiry the foot of the Kummow hills. At the .
city of Shahjehanpore, the Dewah joing the Gamberah,
whose name 1t assumes, and, after washing the towns of,
Sandy, Beroun, and other places, meets the Ramganga
near its junction with the Ganges. The smaller streans
are the Uossillah, Nahul, Byghul, Dakra, Bukrab, Beearah, ‘
and Yarwutadar ; these, likewise, contribute highly to the
cultivation of the country, and by means of reservoirs,
sluices, canals and acqueducts, disperse their waters
theoughout the corn fields in evey direction, but more
particularly so in the jagheer of the late Wyzoolah Khan.,

. Another property peculiar to Outtair, is the facility
with which water 18 procured;exclusive of the rivers
and streams before enumerated, the goil is such, that
by digging a few feet from the gurface of the earth in
any part of the country, water i8 procured in abundance.

8o happily gitnated by nature, Rohileund has in all
times been deemed of great political importance. In
the early times of the empire, COMMEIce flourished.
The great cities of Shahabad, Sha,hjehahpore, Bareilly,
Bissowlee, Bedaon, Ownla, Mooradabad and Sumbul,
formerly kept up @ constant  intercourse with the
cayavans of the north. By them were equrted' int,p'
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ir/ the products of Lahore, ©Oabul, Casl
dahar and Peérsia, rubies, precious stones, tuteneage,
copper, iron, tin, lead, borax,; drugs, Qasbmerian qhawls,
Carmanian wool, mules, horses and camels; in return
they received, coarse cloths, sugar, grain and tobacco.
During the reign of the Patan Dynasty in Hindos-
taun, many princes of that family kept their couarts for
a series of years in the ancient city of Bedaon. There,
as in many parts of Cuttair, are to be seeun the remains
of magnificent edifices,’ palaces, gardens, mosques,
colleges and mausoleums. Among the first-rate cities of
modern days are to be placed, Ownla, Bissowlee, Bareilly
and Pillibeet, which having been the residences of those
Rohilla chiefs who founded a new empire in Cuttair
within half a century back, demand on this occasion
particular attention. b
The eity of Ownla, situated in the centre, and in
one of the finest parts of Rehilcund, is built on an
eminence, having a commanding view of the adjacent
country. The river Nuwaub Nuddi runs along the soutb-
western side of the city., The town is of considerable
extent, and adorned with many handsome: buildings,
most of which ‘are now in ruins. HEnough, however,
remains to discover the former grandeur of the place,
and to regret the fatal ravages of destructive ambition.
On the summit of the eminence is the fort built of brick.
Tt was erected about fifty years gince by Ali Mahomed,
founder of the Rohilla government in Cuttair, and here
he kept his court. Within the fort is the palace of
Ali Mahomed, a cathedral, and several other ‘public
buildings. In the environs of Ownla are ruins of
palaces, gardens, and mosques; the adjacent country
is by nature beautiful, but the total want of cultivation
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about equa.lly digtant from Delln and Pillibeet. At
Bissowlee are likewise to be seen evident traces of the:
former splendour of the Rohilla government ; and it is,
moreover, remarkable for being the burial place of
several of the family of Ali Mahomed. i

« Bareilly, situated on the banks of the united streams
of Jooah and Sunkra, is a large, handsome, well-built
city. It was the capital of Hafiz Rabhmut, and a place
of considerable trade. It is distant from Lucknow 180
miles, and from thre Ganges 120.—Lastly, the town
of Pillibeet. This place, thirty-six miles to the north-
east of Bareilly, was peculiarly selected by the discrimi-
native foresight of Hafiz Rahmut Khan, as of great
importance in its commercial resources. For the en-
couragement of trade that prince built a spacious Shehr
Punnah, or Pettah, which is four miles in circumference.
Tt is surrounded by a brick wall, and within the enclosure
i8 erected a magnificent mosque. Admirably situated on
the banks of the Dewah, Pillibeet, during the Rohilla
government, was an emporium of commerce. Its staples
are ‘Saul, Sessoo, and fir timbers, sugars, and coarse
eloths ;and from the mountains of Almorah are imported
borax, 'piteh, drugs, wax, and honey: of late years,
however, it is melancholy to add, the hand of commerce
i8 shrunk up, and the want of a wellregulated police,
the total discouragement to indns’try, and the vexatious
imposts levied by the rulers have almost annihilated its
once-profitable and fiourishing trade;

The revenues of Cuttair are stated, in the imperial
register at Delhi, to be five millions sterling. During
the flourishing times of the empire, the face of the



ita guvernmeut who pmd unremlttmg a,tt,ent,lon m
‘agriculture, the province might have yielded that sum,
After the conquest of Rohilcund by Shujan o0 Dowla, an
offer was made to that prince to rent the province for
two millions, Since that period the revenues, froma
variety of causes, have continued to decline; and
under the present government, the province of (Cuétair,
with difficulty yields the sum of 36 lacks, or about
£ 400,000 sterling. (i
Of the inhabitants there yet remains to %pealx The
Rohillas®, who, it is well known, originally emigrated
from the mountaing of Afehanistaun, abont 60 years
since, settled in Outtair, They are a hardy, warlike
race, equally capable of arms and husbandry. Their
feudal system of government, similar to those of Kurope
in former days, has inspired themn  with ideas of tur-
bulence and ferogity; at the same time they are
. uncommonly patient under hardships, and attached to
their chiefs by indissoluble bonds of national affection,
But withal, in ¢common with other Afghauns, they are
cralty, treacherons, and revengeful. This characteristic
national spirit, aided by the impetuous follies of a
ferocious and uncivilized mind, venders difticult the
govemment, of this race. Henece, frequent revolutions,
civil broils at home, and wars abroad, have constantly
marked the Rohilla  government under its different;
rulers.  Yet has it been evinced in more instances
than one, that by kind and proper treatment, even this
generally-considered ferocious tribe may be rendered
tractable: that, when their peuulnntyes and pre)udwo

* (‘onsu]t the account of the Rnlulla Afghauns, published by
the late Captain Charles Hamilton of Bengal, e e
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© attended to by a wise and liberal governi
,“'Wlll prove not only good subjects, but even steady
and faithful allies.

. Shortly after the battle of Cuttera, Zulficar Al Dowla
joined the vazir and the British forces. He was received
with distinction, and the vazir nominated him to the
Neabut of the vizarut, an office more honourable than lu=
crative, but accepted by the captain general with thank-
fulness. Shujaa © Dowla now thonght proper to dismiss
him 3 and, in order to attach him more to his interests,
gave a reinforcement of his own troops.

It has been seen that by the treaty of Delhi, Shujaa
o Dowla had agreed to share his conquests with the
king,and to make an equal division of the plunder acquired
by the war. Consonant to the spirit of this treaty,
the captain general had come from Delhi inaid of the
vazir: but the behaviour of Shujaa on this occasion was
neither just mnor honourable. Though immense plunder
had been acquired in the late battle, his avaricious
gpirit prompted him to retain the whole to himself ; and
when urged by the captain general to deliver up the
king’s share, he peremptorily declined it. A conduct, in
every respect so unwarrantable, excited extreme dis-
gust in the king’s mind ; but having made several fruitless
and ineffectual endeavours to alter the vazir's resolution,
his majesty at length desisted, and Nujuff Khan was
compelled to return to Delhi.

Shujaa o Dowla, after settling the govelnment of the
province, and appointing Aumils to the several dis-
tricts, took his leave of the British commander-in-ehief,
and returned to Oude. During the remainder of that,
year, he employed himself in arranging the affairs of the
province of Furrokhabad, which was tributary to him ;



er, whmh now rebumed wuh a0 umukaf‘ed violence,
notwithstanding every exertion and assistance,afford-
ed by his phvswmn.@ he explreﬂ jn his ‘pa.l.a,cm at
Fyzabad.® L / i

an hxstormn I reqper'table for his talents, has mlm'med ‘
the world that the rexgnmg family in Oude were
‘obscure in their origin ‘and of low birth: but aq that
Adnformation, from accounts procured at a later pemod !
“ftppf*a,rs to be incorrect, we lmve, with that deference '
to fidelity whieh the 1mparblahty of history demands,
detailed a nlm'e dllth entic 'wvmmt I of the rise of that
mmllv i i

SAADUT KHAN.,

Saadut Khan, son of Mirza Nissur Al Deen Hydér,
known at first under the name of Meer Mahomed
Ameen, was born in the eity of Nishapore, in the pro-
vinee of Khorausaun, He was descended in a direct line
from the Imaum Musa Kasim, of the family of Ali, estee-
med in Persia as of the highest and most noble extrac-
tion. Towards the conclusion of the reign of Babadur
Shah, the son and successor of Aurengzeeb, many Per-
sian lamilies of distinction, retiring from the disorders
‘and civil wars which over vvhel med their native country,

) S

* In the month of January, 17178,

1 Colonel Dow. |
1 In this detail the author has principally followed u small,
geneunlogical work, entitled Owsaf-i- Asuph, or the (;renenlogy of
Asuf Al Dowla, the present. varir, which was proc.ured by the
friendship of Mr. George Juhnstmw many vmrs Resident at

Lueknow,
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n asylum in Hindostaun, At that period, ¢
Vig r med Ameen, who had been bred to arms, bec@me
desirous of signalising himself, and with the laudable
hope of providing ftor his' family, he bade adieu to his
native country, and repaired to Lahore. He was received
into the imperial service, and shortly after took the name
of Saadut Khan. By means of the friendship which he
formed with several of the principal officers about the
court, he was introduced to the emperor's notice, and
stood high in his favour, and continued so until his death.
On the accession of Mohammad Shah, Saadut Khan was
created a noble of the empire ; and through the influence
of his great patron, Sarbullund Khan, he was nominated
to the government. of Akbarabad. --Inereasing in favour,
he was appointed Soobadar of Oude, and at the same time
presented with the rank of 7,000 horse, and honoured with
a new patent of nobility.” During the reign of Mobammad
Shah he held with ' applause the highest offices of the
state ; and by his successes in Decean, and on the fron-
tiers of the empirve, upheld the tottering fortunes of a
weak and dissoliite goveérnmendt. ‘

But in paying hig tribute to his abilities, his conduet,
when actuated by base and unworthy motives, must
be équally ‘reprobated.—At the memorable invasion
of Hindostaun by Nadiv Shah, when his country became
a prey to savage feroecity and lawless outrage, Saadut
Khan, from selfish views and a gpirit of inordinate ambi-
tion, excited the vengeance of the congueror, and by

= His titles ab lengcyh were Boorhan ul Mooluk, ITtimaud Al
Dowla Meer Mahomed Ameen Khan Bahadur Shoukut Jung. In
English thus: ¢

Pillar of the. empire, confident Support. of the State, Meer
Mohamed Ameen Khan, the Glory of War. i



mwmwOvmm¢mmar{J 1,

fding him of the immense nchcs ¢4/ i zwquired )y
vmltmg the capital, he brought incalculable calamity‘
upon his sovereign and his subjects®. He did not, how-
ever, live, as has been justly remarked, to reap the
fruits of a conduct so treacherous, dying, shortly after
the conqueror’s entrance into Delhi, of acancer m his
hack. | ‘ -

. SAFDAR JUNG.

When Baadut Khan quitted his native countiy, hé
left behind him an only sister, married to a nobleman,
named Jaafer Beg. He promised at his departure, should
fortune prove favourable, to send for his family to Hin-
dostaun, which he did accordingly. But Jaafer Beg
had died and lett two sons, Abul Munsoor Khan and
Mirza Mohsun, the former better known as Safdar
Jung. These youths were received with aflectionate
regard by Saadut Khan ; and, to perpetuate the family
honours, he bestowed his only daughter in marriage
to the elder brother. That princess, the grandmother
of the reigning Nawaub, is well known to the British
‘mation. After living to the great age of ninety, she
expired a few years since at her palace in Oude. On the
death of his unele, the young Nawaub Safdar Jung was
confirmed by the king in his government of Oude ; and
on the departure of the Persian conqueror, became a
great favourite at the court o Mohammd Shab. Bm-
ployed, like his predecessors, in distant parts of the
rempire, his success was frequently brilliant ; and he roge

% Qonstlt second volume of Captain Scott’s mfereshug Hlstnty'
of the Successors of Aurengzech.
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_"{y to the highest honours in thestate. In L
t0 the government of Allababad, he was appointed to
the office of Grand Master of the Artillery ; and on the
death of the celebrated Nizam Al Mooluk, was made
vazir® of the empire, and dignified with honours and
titles. He died in 1756, having the character of a daring
and intrepid soldier, and esteemed by his own subjects
a8 a good man and upright magistrate.

SHUJAA O DOWLA.,

Shujaa o Dowla, son and successor of Safdar Jung, was
called in his younger} days Mirza Jelaul Uddeen Hyder.
Had this prince lived in the reign of Shah Jehan, or the '
Great Aurengzeeb, he might have attained a high
character in the annals of the empire ; but he was born
at a period when the house of Timoor was rvapidly
declining, and the superior genius of a foreign nation
had acquired an ascendency not to be overborn. Shujaa
o Dowla, in his contest with the Knglish, having rashly
espoused the cause of the unfortunate QOassim Ali,
Nuwaub of Bengal, felt the efiects of this ascendency ;
and, an;er two unsuccessful dttenl[)tﬁ, perceiving his

* 1t was not then the son of a Persian pedlar who ruled over
‘Onde, but a man of birth and family ; and whatever might have
been his demerits, or political errors, his services tohis country
entitle him, in every unprejudiced mind, to an appellation more
_honourable,

[ It is customary in Hindostaun, and throughout several of the
Asiatie eourts, to ehange the name of a prince on his accession to
the throne, Thus the famous Jehangir was called Selim;
Shah Jehan, Khorrum ; Shnjaa o Dowla, Mirza Jelaul Uddeen Hydey ;
‘His son and suecessor, Asuf Al Dowla, was Mirza Amauni, Many
«other instances occur.



1on of his enemtes He was not dece‘ved," ,t,he‘
peace  of 176.) (well konown in }uumpe) placed Ium dn
sltuatwn more eligible than what, he held b thga wmi ‘
;mencement of the war: for, exelucnve of the. rest(n'auOIx
.0of the c'(mquered provinces, he be(,a;me the fmeml and
. ally of the Kuglish; and to. cement the uuion by qwu
cloger ties, he asked and ohtmucd the m&%lst.a,ucu of
2 British force for tlw protection of his frontiers,
When released from the afore-mentioned contest,
Shujaa 0 Dowla directed his attention to the augmenta-
" tion of his army, and to the management of the afairs of
“hig own dominions, into the government of which gireat
tabuses had been introduced: 1f we take his character
.comparatively, Shujaa o Dowla will be allowed . ¢on-
widerable merit: active and | vigorous in his mind, he
was hold, daving, and e terprising, which bie manifested
on various occasions, and in gituations of (Mi’)g‘er,and
difficulty. His temper was irascible, which often led
him to commit acts of cruelty ; yev he was an excellent
magistrate, a lover of justice, and anxiously desivous of
* the prosperity of his conntry. ' To the internal economy
‘of his government, he paid a rigid attention ; and by his
judiéious and prudent arrangements, aided by the exer-
tions of some very able oflicers, he cleared his dominions
from the remains of a nest of banditti which: had long
infested and (lmg aced them, His conduct with regard
to his nmghb(mrs the Rohillas, was on every account the
most exceptionable; and his hostile ‘"mttemps o deqtrov
their power evidently originated from a spirit of
ambition, boundless as inordinate and r:e-prehensiblé:
nor can hig endeavours to extenuate his conduet by
throwing the blame on the impolitic d-bstirmcy of the



CHAPTER IV,
1

- s n refosing to discharge the supulatedé iIJ
\n.any shape justify the means he used to effect their
desrtructlon.”

*1In the above detail it has been theé author’s intention to be
guided by the strictest impartiality, neither wishing to exalt too
high the character of any individual who merited praise, nor to
abstain from censure when it appeared deserving.
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(J]na.ptexA V. ‘

RLTUB-N ()F‘ THH - UAP!‘AJN CwEmuRAL TO J)n.mb—AccEs- ‘
SION OF ASUF AL DOWLA TO THE GOVERNMENT OF
OQUDE —HKMBAsSSY oF IrLus KHAN 10 DELHI-~PRO-
CEEDINGS AGAINST ZaBitA KHAN—DEFEAT OF THE
Kmne's  TrRoOOPS —~ZABITA KHAN UNITES WITH THE
SIKHS—SUCCINOT ACCOUNT OF THAT NATION~OCCUR-
RENCES, i
Nujufi Khan, on his arrival at Delhi, met with

a reception different from his expectations. The king

wag disgusted with him for not having ingisted in

a more resolute manner upon the delivery of the districts

which had been stipulated in the late treaty with the

vagzir ; and for omitting to urge his right to participate
in the plunder acquired in the Rohilla war, Shah-

Aulum, in fact, suspected his minister fo have been

influenced on this occasion more by an attention to his

Lown interests than that of his sovereign, as the vazir,

previous to his departure, publicly bestowed on Nujufi

Khan the Neabut® of the vazarut. The suspicion was

diligently fostered in the king’s mind by the suggestions

of Majd Al Dowla, who now began to acquire an
ascendency over his majesty; and being jealous of the
authority and influence of Nujuff Khan, resolved to
oppose him in everything, The minister had long
entertained hopes of that very appointment ; but, baffled
in his exertions to attain it, he represented his rival as
a person (lesn’ouq of advancing his own authontv over |

the eourt of ])01]11



: powexful a party a.t, coux t, as Well as in th@ camp, to be

~easily supplanted; and the war against the Jauts

requu"mg 1mmedlate attentxon hig majesty appeared
) satisfied w1th the excuses offered by Nujuff Khan.

The army again agsembled, and the captain general
led it without delay against the fort of Deig, the only
place of consequence that remained to the Jauts. N ujufl
Khan having invested the fort on all sides, and com-
pleted the blockade, detached a small portion from his
main body throughout the adj jacent country, and reduoed
many of the Zemindars to obedience :

While the army lay before Delg, an embassy arrived
in camp, sent by the vazir Asufi Al Dowla. That young
prince, who succeeded to the Musnud of Shujaa o Dowla,
was eighteen years of age. On his accession, it was
deemed advisable to request of. Shah-Aulum a con-
firmation of his patent of the vazarut in his own name,
Bor this purpose, IHuj Khan, a favourite servant, was
deputed to Delhi, attended by a splendid suite, and
carrying with him fifey lacks of rupees as a paishcush,
Atter a short stay in the camp, he proceeded oh to
the capital, where his success at first fell short of
his expectations. The king did not appear inclined
to expedite the patent; and, under various pretences,
delayed giving a direct answer.—But a severe mis-
fortune which at this time befell his majesty’s arms,
caused an immediate and ready assent. Zabita Khan
had again become refractory, and refuﬂcd‘ to | fors
ward the stipulated tribute to the royal treasury:
and was now prepared to support his rebellion by ‘_
force of amis. Abdul Oassem Khan, on the part of the
king, was ordered to march an army to attack the



and offered him battle. A desperate conflict ensued,
and the event was on the point of proving favourable
to the royal forces, when a body of Pathan horse, who
had been plamted in an ambuscade by Zabita Khan at
the commencement of the action, came suddenly out
of the place, and fell upon the rear of the king’s troops
with such fary as totally to discomfit them. The
general was slain whilst endeavouring to rally his men;
and his fall threw the troops into such disorder, that
it was with great difficulty Majd Al Dowla, who
succeeded to the command, was enabled to make good
his retreat with a very small party. Zabita Khan re-
entered his fort in trinmpb.

Acecounts of this fatal disaster arriving at ocourt,
oreated the greatest consternation and dismay.
Wortunately, however, for Shah-Aulum, at this critical
moment he was relieved by the appearance of Lataufut
Khan, one of the vazir's officers, who brought along

. with him a body of 5,000 troops, and a train of artillery,
for the king’s use, This salutary aid proved of the
highest service ; and being relieved from any apprehen-
sions for the present, the court determined to gratify the
vazir for the essential service he had rendered. A
patent was immediately made out, accompanied with
the insignia of office and valuable presents; and the

. whole were sent off with much pomp and solemnity
under the charge of four commissioners named by the
king for this express purpose. :

During these transactions, Nujufi Khan was still
employed before Deig: that fortress, which was un-
commonly strong and defended by a numerous garrison,
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6 elfﬂrm of Nujuﬁ Khsm. '1,‘!19 repbate and bloody

agsaults which were made by the garyrison, had, however, i

much Weak,qnwd their force, and the health of the Jaut
prince heginning to decline, he entertained thoughts of
submission 3 but before he had time to execute his re-
solution, he was hurried off by death. Runjeet Singt,
his brother, succeeded to the command: he was willing
to continue the defence to the last extremity ; but pi'm
visions growing scarce, his troops mutinied, and he was
compelled to withdraw privately from the fort. ‘
Aocordxtxgly, availing himself of the uppm‘bmutv of
Can extreme davk night, and taking with him his family
. and treasures, accompanied by the greater part of the
garrison, he eficceted his eseape. On the ensuing morning,
the Kking's broops, who were prepared for an Mqault
| were astonished to find the walls unmanned, and no
appearance of resistance. The general at first suspects
ad a stratagem ; but, on a eloser inspection, perceiving
the rebeis had (wbua,llv remrnd he entered and took
possession.

A great quaut,itv of ammunition and stored, with a
train of artillery, weve taken, but not much plunder,
which circumstance exasperated the troops, and induced
them to commit all sorts of violence upon the de-
fenceless inhabitants. Not content with insulting
them, they proceeded to attack 'their Pagodas, where
they broke and demolished the idols, in spite of the
prayers and entreaties urged by the poor wretches on
behalf of their altars., On the capture of Deig, all the
vemaining part of the Jaut country submitted ; and as
hieavy fines were imposed by the general upon the
different Zemindars, he continued to Bl his treasury,

w
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{nabled him to discharge the arrears of his troops;
at the same time he ordered a general rejoicing
throughout the camp.

The embassy afore-mentioned arriving ab the same
time, Nujufi Khan availed himself on the occasioh to
shew his respect to the vazir, by entertaining the
commissioners in the most splendid manner. He feasted
them for several days, and then dismissed them with
additional presents.

The conquest of the Jauts being now complete,
Nujuff Khan directed his attention to the collection of the
revenues, and in reforming the abuses which had pre-
vailed during the war. 'But in the midst of his arrange-
ments, he was suddenly called off by letters received
from Delhi, which required his immediate presence ab
that city. Zabita Khan, whose success, as already
related, had inflamed his resentment and excited his
ambition, was resolved to persist in his rebellion, and
actually threatened Delhi with a siege. Previous,
however, to proceeding to open hostilities, he aug-
mented his army, and took into his pay large bodies of
Silkhs.

He formed, moreover, connections with some of the
principal chiefs of that nation ; and, in order to render
this alliance the more effectual, he embraced the tenets
of this extraordinary sect,and became a convert to their
faith., The part which the Sikhs have’ borne in the
transactions of later times in the upper parts of Hindos-
taun, justify an attempt to deseribe their origin and
progressive advancement to authority in the empire.

During the reigns of Akbar, Jehangire, Shah Jehan
and Aurangzeeb, the annals of Hindostaun exhibit a
series of events and brilliant actions which raised the



St of Ama.‘
mmulatiug the conduot m‘ their Younder the grmty»‘

 Timoor, those princes, whilst they trod in his steps,

rendered their dominion flourishing and their people

happy, and the powerof that august family appeared
established on so solid a basis as to bid defiance to the
- fuctnating and capricious changes of fortune: but the
~ seeds of dissolution and decay were internally genemt»
ed even in the height of their prosperity: and ‘the
indolence, folly and effeminacy, of the princes of later
times, overthrew the fabric of power, and buried the

&uthoﬂtv of the house of Timooyr under its ruins. Oub

: of | the shipwreck of its former grandeur, several new

'md independent states arose. To the Silkhs, among
\ others, may be assigned an interesting station; obscure
1 their ‘origin, in a remote part of the provinece of
Lahore, this tribe had nothing but novelty to rec ommend
1tself or attact notice, ‘
In tho relgn of the Hmperor: meer Ncmul. Shah,
founder of the tribe, was born at a small village, named
'[‘ulbmdee, in the province of Liahore; at an early period:
of life, this extraordinary person, who posgessed a good

‘ capacity and amiable manners, forsook the world, and
devoted himself to a life of religious austerity. In this
recluse state, aided by the effusions of a fervid imagi-
nation, Nanak framed a system of religion, composed
from the speculative and contemplative theories of
Mussulman divinity, which he delivered to his numers
ous followers as of divine origin, = This  book he
termed Granth, which, in the Punjabee dialect, implies
scriptural,  Nanak, after reaching his unintieth year,
expired peaceably, and was buried at Amritsar,
where  his tomb  to the present day attmets the




disciples. He left two children, Laksmi Dass and Sree
Chand.

At his death, Nanak Shah, with a view to render
permanent his new system, ordained that the succession
should be elective and not hereditary, an ordination
which, as it precluded the supreme authority from
remaining in one family, placed the henevolent and
disinterested views of the founder in a light truly
amiable. Sree Chand, who found means to secure hig
election, presided over the tribe for several years, and,
at his death, Angadjee succeeded. But this custom,
though it obtained for some time, was at length set
aside, and Gooroo Ram was the first who established
an hereditary succession.

The tribe continuing to increase by the vast number ;

of converts which it had acquired, had not hitherto
attracted the notice of the neighbouring powers; occus
pied in paying a serupulous adherence to the laws and
ordinations of their founder, the Sikhs were looked upon
as harmless, inofiensive devotees; but the period was at
hand when they were to act a different part, and to
contend with vigour against imperial authority. Teigh
Bahadur, whose actions and misfortunes render his name
memorable, was the first who took up arms against the
officers of Aurangzeeb, till after many bloody encounters
with the king’s#troops, he was at length overcome, taken
prisoner, and put to death. His successors, animated by
revenge, continued a predatory war with the descend-
ants of Aurangzeeb, and, during the gtruggle, the Sikhs
acquired a considerable addition of territory. Among
the most memorable of these chiefs, was Bandah, who,
after a long and severe contest, was taken prisoner;



lu the r‘elgn ot Ahmad Bhah, the mbe beoame very

- fqrmldable. | Pmﬁt,mg hv the dmurbanc% whwh then i

prevailed in every part of the empire, the Sikhs again
made head agam% the government, and with far better
‘snwess.‘ They conquered the whole of the Punjab,
for uounan included within the five rivers whieh fall
into the [mlus) and mmn pushed theu Arms beyond
it ‘

In the last reign (Aulum “(ieer the Second), 'l;.'heir
dominions were bounded on the west by the country
of Oabul, and extended eastward to the vicinity of Delhiy '

north by a rapge of high mountains, and to the Qouth-‘,]
west, thb) embraced the province of Multan and bhe‘ o
city of Tatta, situated on the banks of the Indus. ‘
Lahore, the capital of Punjab, was selected as their
- chief city of residence, and as such has since continued
They possess many large towns, and among the principal
are those of Puttiala, Hurrial, Loeh Gurh, Serhind,
Shahabad, and Thanesser. The Sikh territories are

said to contain prodigious quantities of cattle, horses, =

oxen, cows, and sheep; and grain of various kinds
is produbed in abundance. The precious metals are
' very scarce; and thelr trade is for that reason r*hleﬂ}
. carried on by . barter, specially in the m.umfa('mrmg
Lowns,
At Pattiala they make excellent cloth, and me arms
superior to most parts of Hindostaun, The collected
force of thé Sikhs is immeﬁse they being able t,o bring

¥ See w partzeula.r aecount of this enterprising chief in (mpi;aib» ‘
| Beotit’s second volume of the History of Decean.  Article FHuyralk,
Seer. ; | i



tly terrific, but, from want of union among them-
selves, not much to be dreaded by their neighbours.
Divided into distinct districts, each chief rules over the
portion appropriated to him with uncontrolled sway ; and
tenacious of his authority,and jealous of his bretliven, it
seldom happens that this nation makes an united eﬁort 1

*The iollowmg table, which was delivered to the author by a
Sikh chief when at Paneepat in 1793- 4, will exhibit the situation
of the different chiefs at that period :

Men,
" Begjee Sing e 012,000
Tanah Sing 22,000
Jessah Sing e 14,000
Kurrun Sing (of Shahabad) ... : L 12,000
Jessah Sing (of Ramghur) ... .. 12,000
Jundut Sing (of Amrit Sar) ... e 24,000
Khosal Sing (of Fuzoolah Pore) 22,000
Hari Sing (0n the confines of Multan) ... e 40,000
Runjit Sing (of Loeh Gurh) . o 70,000
Shahur Sing (of Pattiala), Loll Sing, Juswaunt, Smg
(of Nabha), Gu;pub Sing (of Chanda), and other
chiefs D . 20,000
Total S 248,000

T The alarm once ‘excited in the British government of the
formidable power of this nation, might be obviated by observing,
that the discordant and clashing interests of the vespective Sikh
chiefs prevent almost the possibility of a general union ; and even
if disposed to attack the territory of our ally, the vazir, they
would be necessitated to keep a watchful eye over their own ter-
ritories, which would be left open to invasion from the north, It
is well known that Zemaun Shah, the king of Cabul, is desirous of
sharing in the fertile province of Punjab, and specially of getbing
possession of Lahore, emphatically termed the key of Hindostaun:
His late attack at the end of 1796, is a proof of this assertion.



‘ ! Stkhs um m'mbd thh i spem scxmitar, .4‘1
excellent ma,tchlock Their horges are strong, very

patient under hardshnp, and undergo incredible famguo.
The men are accustomed to charge on full gallop, on
a sudden they stop, discharge their pieces ‘with & o

déhbcrate aim, when suddenly wheellng about, after
performing three or four turng, they renew the on;ta(,k.
The shock is impressive when offered only to infantry
but. against art,illerv they cannot stand, 1t is @ fau,‘ |

well known rmd established, that a few field pieces is | |

sufficient to keep in check their most numerous bodies.

Tnured from their infancy to the hardships of a mllitarv“‘” W

lite, the Si khs are addicted to predatory warfare, in &
manner pec-ullar to themselves alone. When determined
to invade a neighbouring province, they assemble at first
in small numbers on the frontier, when having first
demanded the wralki or cribute, if it be complied with,
they retire peaceably ; but when this is denied, hostilities
‘ commeuce, and the Sikhs, in their progress, are accus-
tomed to lay wast,e the country on all sides, carrying
alung with them as many of the inhabitants as they
Can take prisoners, and all the cattle. The pmomr@ i
 are detained as slaves, unless redeemed by a pecuniary
. compensation.—But though fond of plunder, the Sikhs,
in the interior parts of their country, preserve good
order, and 4 regular government : and the cultivation
of thelr]andu is attended with much assiduity. Their
revenues are cnllucted at two stated periods of six
months each 3 and by an equitable adjustment between
the proprietor and cultivator, the latter is allowed a
fifth part as the reward of his labour, :
Ol their rehg)on much information has not as yet
been acquired ; bat 1t,,[1as been remarked by an ingenious
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) itited historian, that in the act of receiving

proselyt,es, they compel them to the performance of an
act equally abhorrent to the principles of the Hindoo
or Mahommedan faith®., Yet, notwithstanding the na-
ture of their ceremonies, it is certain they continue to
gain numerous converts.

The Sikhs, in their persons, arve tall, and of a manly
erect deportment ; their aspect is ferocious, their eyes
piercing and animated ; and in tracing their features
4 striking resemblance is observable to the Arabs who

"inhabit the banks of the Buphrates. The dress of the
males consists of a coarse cloth of blue cotton, thrown
loosely over the shoulders, and coming down between
the legs, is confined round the waist by a belt of cotton.
An ample turban of blue eloth covers the head, and over
this is frequently worn a sash of silk and cotton mixed,
resembling both in colour and pattern a Scotch Tartan.
They speak the Aufghaun or Pooshto language, with
prolific additions of Persian, Arabic, and Hindoovee].

* By obhgmg the Mussulmaun to drink water, in which some
Sikhs have washed their feet, mixed with hog's blood, and the
Hindoo with that of a cow: See Captain Scott, Vol. II. Article
Furrok Seer, ;

[ In the year 1798-4, the anthor was at Paneeput in company
with Major Charles Reynolds of the Bombay establishment, em-
ployed by the British Government oh a survey through the Doo
"Ab ; the result of whieh, when communiecated to the public, will
no doubt prove a valuable addition to the geography already
acquired. At that time he saw a body of Sikhs then in the service
of the great Sindiah ; they were about one thousand in number,
under the commmand of Doolchee Sing, from whose brother most
of the information above-mentioned was received. The author
has to apologise for giving a sketech go imperfect, though he is
happy to learn there is another and far hetter account alveady



' : COHAPTER V. &
%y/ this digression let us proceed to relate IJ
fsactions at court. Shah-Aulum, who was enragedl
t Zabita Khan for his repeated acts of insolence and
disrespect, resolved to take the field in person, and had

=~ for this purpose, as above remarked, ordered the captain
general from Deig. On the minister’s arrival, the king

marched out and encamped.

At a secret conference held on the occasion, it was
resolved, previous to commencing hostilities, to make
one effort to persuade the rebel to return to his duty :
though, had a retrospect of his former conduct been
taken, they would have foreseen the insufficiency of
any but resolute measures. Agreeably to this resolve,
Raja Dayaram, Himmut Bahadur, and Latafut, were
gent to Sahaurunpore to treat and offer terms ; but for
tear of an unsuccessful issue, the king and the general
followed with the army. The deputation at first gave
hopes of a peaceful termination. A conference took
place between the captain general, Majd Al Dowla,
and /ablm Khan ; but, unhappily, a misunderstanding

arose, Whlch proceeded to violent altercation on both
sides. Whether Zabita Khan, who was of a turbulent
and haughty spirit, could not brook the manner of the
king’s ministers, who talked in a high strain, or whether
he was determined at all events on resistance, has not
heen clearly ascertained. From whatever cause it
arose, he was observed as he came out of the tent to be
nncommonly agitated ; and, without waiting for the
ministers to accompany and introduce him, repaired
dlrc,etlv to the roy al tent. Ha,ving paid his respects to

before the public from the late Oolom,l James Browne, of the Ben-
gal establishment, but which aceount the author has not seen.
The account here given stands merely on his own researches,







I,

Chapter VI.

"

REYOLT OF THE RAJAH OF JYPORE—SUCCINCT A CCOUNT
OF THE PRINCIPALITIES OF OQOUDIPORE-—JOUDPORE AND
JYPORE—THE KING MARCHES TO. JYPORE—TAKING OF
NARNOUL AND DHANSNEY -DISGRACE OF MAJD AL DOw-
LA-—-DEATH OF PRINCE FURKHUNDA BUKHT— DEATH AND
UHARACTER OF NUJURF KHAN.

On the return of the royal army to Delhi, Nujufi
Khan, who had lately been appointed to the government
of Agrah, repaired to that province :about this time
news arrived at court of the death of Madho Sing, ruler
of Jypore, and of the accession of Pertaub Sing, a
youth of twelve years of age, to his father’s Govern-
ment. The considerable share which this prince bore in
the transactions of the court of Delhi, justify our taking
a retrospective view of the provinces of Oudipore, Joud-
pore, and Jypdre, or the countries denominated by geo-
graphers Rajpootana.”

When the Moguls first entered Hindostaun, they
found the inhabitants in general effeminate and luxurious,
‘and, in consequence, incapable of opposing with effect
those hardy bands who at first under Zengis Khan, and
afterwards his descendant, the Great Timoor, ac-
quired a succession of conquests, and finally laid the
foundation of the Mogul empire in Hindostaun in the
person of Baber, sixth in descent from Timoor,

But however competent to overturn the Pathan
government, they found it morve difficult fto subdue

* Consult the excellent memoir of a map of Hindostaun by
Major Rennel.




’t H,.“poor. nrmupalmes.» il 1t W
who were the aboriginal. soverexgnq o
Hmdo«ataun inherited from their anoestorq @ h:gh a,mir. |
warlike spirit, which, added to the natural admnt;uge |
of their situation, in countries surrounded hy Iugh‘
mounmms andintersected by narrow valhes and numer-
- bus defiles, rendered hazardous a foreign invasion. The
‘l%mpoot princes therefore continued long to. re«viﬁt.
with effect the valour and discipline of the Movnl
troops ; and the different sovereigns of the honse of
Timoor, after repeated, but ineflectual, struggles to
reduce them by force, were in the end necﬁﬂzsmazmi
o eutopl, a method more conciliatory. The firat princes
o the race of Timoor not only invited them o the
capital, and heaped upon them honours and dignities
of all kinds, but were accustomed to intermarry. witlh
their families, a circumstance, whieh, it the tenacious
adherence of the Hindoos to preser-vé their blood pure
mul uncontaminated be considered, would appear dis-
raceful, but an allianece with the sovereign Was,‘
among the Hindoos, deemed honourable bv th@ aneient
usages of their country. ‘

The great acquisition of interest thus obmmed by
the Rajpoot princes, the security of their possesmom
_and, above all, the prospect of their descendants mounts
ing the throne, were motives t,lmt; ingured a cheerinl
acquiescence in the proposed alliances, and abated their
ardent love of independence, and contributed to. render
them contented in their tribusary state. Acrording?y
during the reigns of Jehangire, Shah  Jehan, and
Aurangzeeb, the Ru)poot princes, were m‘a.dualh allied
to royal blnod* ‘ » ‘
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imperial register, is included in the province of
Ajmere, From Jypore, one of the principal cities, it
extends 168 coses | to its north-western boundary of
Bekaneer, a city which skirts the confines of the desert ;
to the eastward it extends 150 coses, and is bounded on
that quarter by Agrah; west by the city of Debalpore,
on the banks of the Suttluj; and south by the province
of Guzerat.

The principal river, the Puddar, rises in the mountain-

9

ous part of the country; and, after traversing a vast

extent, is discharged into the sea, near the gulf of
Kutch.

Within the atore-mentioned tract are the cities of
QOudipore, Joudpore, and Jypore, including the strong
fortresses of Oheitore and Rintimpore; the former
memorable for resisting the arms of the emperor Akbar ;
and the latter for having afforded an asylum to the
families of Shah Jehan and Aurangzeeb, when in
relellion against their parents. These countries abound
in cotton, opium, indigo, tobacco, and grain of various
kinds, most of which articles are exported to Ahmada-
bad, the capital of Guzerat, which returns the manu-
factures of Hurope and Persia. They have also a breed
of excellent horses, which are in general use among the
Marhatta armies. While the empire flourished, the
revenues of the Ajmere province were estimated at

* In this description, the author has availed himself of a Persian
MS. entitled Hudeeka Al Akaleem, or a geographical account of
several of the principal cities and provinces of Hindostaun, It
ig written by a learned native, and contains much curious and

~useful information.

1 Coss is equal to two British miles.

6



mén, a forcc tljuly formxdable, and whlch prov.ed j ‘fre-“
quently fatal to the Mogul princes, even in the zenith
of their power and authority. To conclude our remarks

. on this singular people, in the words of 'a spirited
| historian®, ‘ their situation enabled them to retaliate

“injuries in the center of the empire : but attached
“to their soil, as ground on which their deities as wel)
*ag their ancestors had lived, few of their princes tmd
*been ambitious of increasing their territory.”
Towards the close of the last century, Jys-ing,a

‘prince no less celebrated for his warlike talents than

for hig reputation as a philosopher and a cultivator of
the arts, tounded the modern city of Jypore, which lie

called Jynagghar. It is situated in the central parts
~of Rajpootanali, and about 140 miles west of Agrah.

The town is handsome and well built; the houses are

_ of stone, and the streets, which are large and spacious,

intersect each other at right angles. A citadel, which
commands the town, is built upon a steep rock, around
which extends a chain of fortifications four miles in
circumference, 1Inthe townis to be seen an observatory
erected by the prince afore-mentioned, to which, during
hig life time, many eminent and learned men were
invited, where the science of astronomy was ass:dnouqu
cultivated. ¢

This city has of late years increased in commercb
and opulence ; for, since the communication through the
province of Lahore has been stopped by the Sikhs, the
merchants from the north have been accustomed to

*Orme's Historigal Fragments.
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snter Hindostaun by the route of Jypore. ‘Rock salt,
iron, and copper, are found in the proviuce; and its
revenues are estimated at five millions stecling.

The inhabitants are wholly Hindoos; and their
manners are represented by travellers to be hospitable
and upafiected. Since the death of Jysing, who may
be considered as the founder of the present family, there
has been a succession of four princes® Pertaub Sing,
who, as already remarked, was a minor in the hands of
his guardians, from inexperience was incapable of
governing and entirely under the guidance of others.
During the late disturbances his ministers taking ad-
vantage of the absence of the royal army, had neglected
to send to court the customary tribute, which Shah-
Alum was determined to punish, He accordingly as-
sembled the army, the command of which was given
to the Nawaub Majd Al Dowla. This nobleman, eager
to gratify his own ambition, had long beheld with
impatience the guthority of Nujuff Khan: he thought
the present opportunity favourable to his views; and
the absence of the captain general, who was employed
in the Agrah province, gave him hopes of establish-
ing his ascendancy over the mind of his sovereign,
and by the reduction of the Jypore country ﬂx lumsell‘
in power without control.

The army being assembled, Majd Al Dowla, accom-
panied by the king, marched against Rewari, a large
town in the dominions of Pertaub Sing. The place after
2 short resistance submitted, as did also the forts of
Narnoul and Dhansney. The success of these operations

? sinduced Ma,]d Al Dowla to carry the kmg to a greater

o Jysmg Sewaii, Alsan Smg, Pirthi Smg, Madho Smg



i (-momt through the provmcm ot‘ Agmer e, under pretext ‘

o~

. of paying. his devotions at the shrine of a Mahomedan !
' gaint. This plan which was to separate the king from
‘ Nu;uﬁ Khan, would in all probability have succeeded,
" had not a circumstance oceurred which baffled his

schemes, and led in the end to important consequenc s,

Nujuff Khan, hearing of the late successes, and pers
geiving the increased influence of Majd Al Dowla,

ventured on a personal visit to the royal camp; and,
leaving the care of Agrah to his friend Mahomed Beg
Khan, be began his march towards Jypove, The minis
ters of Pertaub Sing, after the logses afore-mentioned
finding further resistance vain, now made overtures of
gubmission in the name of thew master, and anegomatwn
accordingly commenced. A large paishcush was offered -
on the part of the young Rajah, and professions of
loyaltv and attachment in his future conduct. Pending
this treaty, Nujuft Khan, who was informed of the
eircumstance, vesolved it should not hé ter mlnated mml
his own arrival. He, therefore, dispatched an express
to the king, requesting that the treaty should not be
conclnded without him 3 and, on his own authority, for-
bade the Jypore Vakeel to proceed apy farther in the
affair.  Commands dictated in terms so forcible had the
desired effect, and Shah-Aulum was compelled to ac-
quaint Majd Al Dowla of his acquiescence in the de-
mands of his rival. : o
In a few days, the army of Nujuii klmn arrived m the
neigbourhood of the royal camp, and, to do the geneml
honour, his majesty sent his  third son, the Prince
Yezdan Bukht, to meet and conduct him to the presence.
A private conference was held on the occasion, and

i
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: Dowla was convinced that the authori
hi rlva,l was too powerful to be overthrown, Pertaub
Sing was now ordered to repair to the royal camp, and,
on presenting an offering of five lacks of rupees, received
his majesty’s pardon, and was restored to the govern-
ment of the Jypore province. The army then returned
to Delhi, where Nujuff Khan, soon after his arrival,
celebraced the nuptials of his youngest daughter with
the Nawaub Nujuff Cooly Khan. The marriage was
honoured by the kivg’s presence, and in a few davs
after Nujuff Khan returned to Agrah.

During the remainder of the current year, little
oceurred at Delhi. worthy of notice; but the ensuing
season exhibited a new scene of action, and occasioned
a considerable alteration on the face of affairs at court.
The Sikhs, who for several yearshad confined themselves
to their own territories, now suddenly appeared in great
numbers on the frontiers. A great force under different
leaders having assembled, entered the king’s territories,
and commenced their usual course of plunder and
devastation. They soon penetrated as far as Karnal, a
large city 100 miles north of the capital. Of this they
took possession, and dispersed their parties in various
directions to overrun the province of Delhi. To repel
this daring invasion, Majd Al Dowla, accompanied by
Farkhunda Bakht, a prince of the royal family, were
ordered to take the field. Twenty thousand men, with
a respectable train of artillery, were soon ready to
march. Advancing by easy marches along the western
bank of the river Jumna, the royal army reached Karnal
without interruption. At this place Runjeet Sing and
Deo Sing, two of the Principal leaders of the Sikhs,
dispatched a vakeel to camp with offers of submission.

1.



‘ Mayd Al Dow]a, wqmeseemg in the pmposal those '
chiefs were directed to attend the royal army in its
future progress. Accordingly, having -evacnated the
town of Karnal, they joined the minister. - From Kamal,‘
| Majd Al Dowla advanced to Pattiala, a town 60 coses
north of the latter, and situated on the Sikh frontier.
That place was defended by Amar Sing, who with a ni-
merous garrisou, and abundance of provisions, resolved
to sustain a siege. Amar Sing had, however, other
motives for resistance; he was aware that alarge rein-
forcement of Sikhs had left Lahore, and might shortly be
expected at Pattiala ; nor was he without hope that even
in the event of their non-arrival, and the town being hard
pressed, but that he should be able to gain over thpr
minister to his views, by the aid of all-powerful gold,
However this might bave been, Majd Al Dowla
besieged the place in form ; but many days had not
“elapsed, when it was announced to the army, that
a4 negociation for peace was in train. Amar Sing
consenting to become tributary, (30mmissi0n‘érs were
appointed on both sides to draw up an amicable treaty.
The conferences accordingly commenced; but an act
of treachery on the part of the Sikhs, and in which it
was suspected the minister had a considerable share,
suddenly dissolved the meeting. To relate with pre~
¢ision the circumstances which led to this breach of
faith, we must recollect that the Sikh chieftains, who
had submitted at Karnal, were still in the royal camp.
They, having received advice of the expected reinforce~
ment of their countrymen being near at hand, sent
notifieation of it to Amar Sing; at the same time
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g that chlet by some means or other to break Ol L ~
{hed reaty then pending,

Agreeably to this information, AmM Sing e\lublted
to the commissioners many shuffling evasions and
pretexts; and  to this  was added an. hanghty and
contemptuous behaviour, which uou]d not be mistaken.
Rajah Dayaram, the chief commissioner, perceiving his
drift, quitted the town of Pattiala, and with his asso-
cmtes returned to camp, ‘ | |

Memnwhlle the traitors there endeavoured by studled
respect to preclude all suspicion of their fidelity in the
mind of the minister. Majd Al Dowla said nothing; ‘
and his shameful supineness on this occasion in suffering
the insults sustained by the royal commissioners atl
Pattiala to pass unnoticed, afforded additional proots of |
his collusion in 'Lhe disgraceful scene. Harly on the
following morning, Runjeet Sing and his aqsnoid,te

. suddenly left the camp‘ a party was directed to go in
pursuit of them ; this party had gcarcely cleared the
advanced posts of the army, when they digseovered
the van guard of an immense host of Sikbs, who by
forced marches had advanced thus  far unnoticed.
At the same instant Amar Sing, of Pattiala, issuing
out of the fort, covered the retreat of the traitors,
and with them shortly after joined the troops from
Lahore.  The Sikhs now made a violent attack on
all sides s accustomed to a desultory. mode of warfare,
they charged the line in several parts at once,
and by the flerceness of their onset, threw the king’a.
troops into confusion. The whole army would now
have been sacrificed had not the officer who commanded
in the rear, by a well-directed fire of his artiliery, given
‘a timely check to the enemy. The king's troops were,
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éver, compelled to retire ; and for four days |
a disgraceful and disorderly retreat. On the fifth day,
the army reached Paneeput, under the walls of which
they encamped. Here the Sikhs quitted them; and
unsatiated with success, and flercely thirsting for
plunder, they divided into separate columns, and
crossing the Jumna, spread themselves over the upper
parts of the Doo ‘Ab, committing everywhere acts of
cruelty, devastation, and death.

The late disgraceful scenes had excited in the army
universal indignation against Majd Al Dowla. On
him the eyes of all men were bent; and numbers
scrupled not openly to accuse him of having been bribed
by the Sikhs to betray the king's interests, and devote
hig army to utter ruin. If, indeed, it be considered
that a finer and better appointed army never marched
from Delhi, that they were flushed with recent suc-
cesses, and animated by the presence of a prince of
the blood; that this army should be incompetent to
sustain the shock of a tumultuous rabble, appeared
ineredible in the eyes of all men, and proved the
reproaches thrown on the minister to be strictly
merited. Hven after the enemy had retired, instead
of remaining on the frontier to recover his soldiers
from their late depression, he, as if panic struck, marched
precipitately to the capital, thereby leaving the whole
country exposed im his rear, and the wretched inhabi-
tants a prey to the ravages of those barbarous invaders.
But he was soon to receive a punishment adequate
to his deserts. |

Intelligence of this disastrous event arriving at
Delhi, consternation and dismay seized on all. The king
was highly incensed at the base conduct of Majd Al
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was indeed hl‘gh\ time for some effectual 1uterfe-rence.‘
On one hand the Sikhs were filling the Doo Ab with
outrage and devestation, while on the other several of

the Zemindars, availing themselves of the confusion

of the times, rose in arms, in many parts of the country.

The minister, who by this time had reached Delhi,

on his arrival {aboured incessantly to remove from the
king’s mind all suspicion of his fidelity. He entered
into & long defence of his conduct, wherein he attempted

to prove that the late disaster was imputable not to

© his want of a,t.t;a(,hmuut but to the common aceidents
of war ; that for himsell he had ever been one of the
foremost in zeal and exertion for his majesty’s service.

Shah-Aalum, who was not in a condition as yet to

refute the arguments of his minister (that nobleman’s
guards having possession , of the palace), apparently
accepted  his  apologies; but the sequel inclined all
thinking persons to conclude, that the king was in his
. own mind resolved on his disgrace. It must here be
remembered that Majd Al Dowla, from his extensive
influence at court, had a strong party inhis favour in
the army ; that he, moreover, was in possession of the
king’s person and the citadel, and therefore vesolved
to oppose his enemies by force of arms. It was justly
feared that the contention between the rival chiefs
would, to the citizens of Delhi, be attended with consis
derable mischief, if not of bloodshed.

These alarms, however, were happily subdued by
the conduct and dexterity of the captain general, who
‘was now on his way to the capital. By means of
his  emissaries, diqpersed throughout the city, he, by

f gl
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ribes and promises of preferment, drew over

, 1 views the leading chiefs of the minister’s party.
Secure on this head, he hesitated not to carry his deswns
into ingtant execution.

On his arrival in the neighbourhood, the prince
Furkhunda Bukht and Majd Al Dowla were ordered to
meet and conduct the captain general te court. Prior
to Majd Al Dowla’s quitting the citadel, he received
information of the intended combination against him.
He was told of the designs of his enemies to seize him,
and of the king's acquiescence and secret indignation
towards him : finally, they recommended him to be upon
his guard ; and, in the strongest manner, urged him to
remain within the citadel, where, with the force he
possessed, he might bid defiance to the united efforts
of his enemies. Staggered at the unexpected intelli-
gence, the minister for a moment paused. But impelled
by an unaccountable infatuation, he relied on the king’s
pergonal favour, and, maugre the entreaties of his friends,
vesolved to go on.

Scarcely had the prince’s retinue quitted the eity,
when Afrasiab Khan, a young soldier of fortune, who
had been bred in the camp and in the family of Zulficar
Al Dowla, at the head of 500 horse, seized on the
gate ; thence proceeding to the citadel, he compelled
the garrison, who had been stationed there by Majd
Al Dowla, to lay down their arms and evacuate the
fort. They obeyed: the spirited youth then took
possession for Shah-Aulum in the name of his benefactor.
The king having taken no notice of this transaction,
it was supposed his majesty was apprised of the whole
plan prior to its execution.

" By this time the Prince and Majd Al Dowla had



Bl t,v.e cmnp of the vaphmn genera,l Afterax
Gotpli \enmry ceremonies, the minister was informed
Lhat he was no more to visit the king. Perceiving his dis-
grace me\n table, he beggsd leave to return to his palace
inthe mt,y This was allowed but a guard wassent along

wnth him's and shortly after the whole of his proper .

amounting to more than twenty hck% ol rupees, wasg
: s.exzed and confiscated to the use of the oa,pl,am general.
ln a court so fruitful of revolutions as Dellu, the
vemoval or death of a minister is in general viewed by
the pf‘ople with perfect apathy and indifference : yet on
this occasion, Majd Al Dowla's conduct in the late
expedition had excited a disgust among all ranks; whwh,
‘added to his former acts of rapacity and oppression to
supply the extra,vmgauco of the court, a'ltou'et,her mn-
dered his (llboraoe justly merited. '
/ulﬁc‘w Al Dowlah, on his presentation at court, was
received by Shah-Aulum with marks of the most affec-
tionate 1ez-.zpf*ct. In return, he made an offering of four

{acks of rupees, together with some beautiful Persian

horses for the use of the king’s stable. The palace of
the late vazir, Cummur Aldeen Khan, was assigned for
the residence of the new minister, who from henceforth
determined to fix his residence at Delhi.

The dismissal of Majd Al Dowla from all his em-
ployments occasioned some alterations in ‘the ‘arrange=
ment of offices. At the recommendation of the captain
general, the prince Mivza Juwaun Bukht was made
superintendant of the bathing apartments; prince
Furkhunda Bukht, Meer Atush, or Grand Master of
Artlller‘y . and his majesty honoured the captain general
himself with the high office of Vakeel Mutluck, or
Absolute Director General of the affairs of the empire. .
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§ for punishing the Sikhs, That lawless banditti
were still ravaging the upper parts of the Doo Ab.
To chastise them, Mirza Shuffee Khan, a young
nobleman, who possessed great military experience, was
detached from the capital with a body of twelve,
thousand men, and a suitable train of artillery. After
crossing the Jumna he went in quest of the enemy ;
and after several ineffectual skirmishes and a desultory
warfare, he at last brought them to a general and
decisive action.

On the 15th of August, under the walls of Meerut,
he attacked them with great gallantry and spirit : the
king's troops, stimulated by the remembrance of their
disgrace the preceding year, and burning for revenge,
exerted on this occasion their utmost efforts te make
an honourable amend. Success crowned their wishes
in a total overthrow of the enemy with a terrible
slaughter. Sahib Sing, their leader, with several other
commanders of note, were slain on the spot, and
upwards of 5,000 men, Dispirited at this loss, the Sikhs
returned in the utmost confusion, crossed the Jumna
with precipitation, and finally took refuge in their own
territories which afforded relief to the miserable inhabit-
ants over whom, for the space of several months, they had
exercised the most uncontrolled and unbounded severity.

After the victory, Mirza Shuffee Khan humanely
directed his attention to the distresses of the inhabi-
tants; and to afford them solid proofs of his benevolent
intentions, he, in the name of his majesty, granted them
o remisgion of taxes for a year.

Order being once more restored, he returned in
triumph to the capital. Had the advantages we have
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lotailed been pursued with a vigour proportiora
oocasion, there is no doubt but the most sub-

qmm.ml beueﬁts wauld have accrued to the royal cause, !

The enemy were t;ol;ally dispirited with their losses;
and by natural ¢onsequence, were at variance with each
other, and incapable of resistance. Here then was a
most favourable opportanity afforded for e extending the
king’s inflnence from the environs of his capital even
10 the Attock ; and of establishing his authority on s0
‘secure and permanent a base as in future to have
_effectually  precluded all attempts of his ambitious
neighbours, or, what was to him of more consequence,
to keep within bounds hig own rebellious subjects. -
Unfortunately for the state, these advanLages were not !

followed up ; nor conld the prime minister be prevailed '

on to re-assemble the army for an invasion of the
Punjab.’ He was now advancing in years, and had
become indolent, to which it might be added the minister
could not without jealousy behold the abilities, and
. rising fortunes of Mirza Shufiee Khan, High spirited
and active, thab‘nobleman‘ had gained the attachment
of the soldiery in a very uuncommon degree; aund by
acts of liberality and munificence, he was careful to
confirm them in their sentiment. ‘
Meanwhile, as the person most it for the appoint-
ment, Mirza Shufiai was nominated to the command of
the frontier station: and accordingly, having received
his dismissal from the presence, attended by a con-
giderable force, he,repaired to the city of Panneeput.
About this time ambassadors from Lahore arrived at
courts—They brought letters of submission from the
principal cliefs, which were wmmpamed by a la‘rge‘
peshcash in money, and a promise of the payment in
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wise restored to the king; and the ambassadors,
moreover made a pecuniary compensation for the losses
sustained in the late invasion. ;

Shah-Aulum now celebrated the nuptials of hig
second son, Prince Akbar Shah, with a princess ol the
royal family. The ceremony was performed with much
splendour at the house of the minister, who took this
opportunity of gratifying his master by bestowing
liberal presents on the new-married pair.

Toward the latter end of the current year, died the
Prince Furkhunda Bukht. His remains were interred in
the mausoleum of Humaioon, the general repository of
the ashes of the house of Timoor *.

The death of the prince was followed shortly after
by that of the minister. He had been much afflicted
for several preceding years with a severe rheumatic
complaint. This was increased by a complication of
other disorders occasioned by an irregular mode of life,
which at length inflamed his humours to such a degree
of acrimony as rendered life a burthen to him. In this
deplorable state, he languished for several months, till
in the month of April 1782, he expired in the palace of
Safdar Jung, sincerely regretted by his sovereign, who
visited him during his illness, and lamented by the
inhabitants of Delhi, who loved and revered him. HHe
was buried in the sepulchre of Ali Mardaun Khan,

Mirza Nujufi Khan Zulficar Al Dowla was a native
of Persia: by the mother'sside, he claimed his descent
from the royal bouse of Sefi, who, at the commencement
of the present century, sat on the throne of Persia.

* Vide Appendix 1.
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Madir Shah usurped that government, he
“confinement ‘all the relative branches of the
royal family who remained. Among those were the
mother of Nujuff Khan: shehad two children, himself
and a sister, named Khadeeja Sultaun.

In 1746, Mirza Mohssun, brother of Safdar Jung,
Soobadar of Oude, was sent on an embassy to the Persian
‘court. By his intercession, the family obtained their
liberty ; when the mother, preferring to remain in her
native countrvy, Mirza Mohssun carried back into
Hindostaun Mirza Nujufi Khan and his sister, at that
time about thirteen years old. This princess was shortly
after mavried to her deliverer, and had by him one son,
who, in process of time, became governor of Allahabad.
Tn that station Mahmud Qooli Khan, the person above-
mentioned, was, by order of Shujaa-o-Dowla, most basely
assassinated *

Mirza Nujufi Khan, at the time of his nephew's
decease, was likewise in the vazir's service.— But Shujaa,
having taken an aversion to him, which most probably
arose from an unworthy jealousy of his superior accom-
plishments, treated him in several instances with marked
disrespect. The high spirit of Nujuff Khan could not
brook these indignities, and accordingly, he quitted for
ever the dominions of Oude.

In the year 1762, he repaired to Patna, where Oossnn
Ali Khan, Nabob of Bengal, at that time held his court.
That prince taking Nujuff Khan into his service, he was
promoted to the command of a body of Mogul horse.
He was employed during the war that soon after broke
out between the Sooba and the British government, and

% At the fort of Jelaulabad, about five miles distant from' the
city of Lucknow. x
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W eqemt. at the a,t,tack of Oudah Nulla, e
- iﬁr es; and on all occasions conducted hlmqeif wnth
vigour, spirit, and gallantry, ‘

On the defeat of Shujaa o Dowla at the ms;amm*able
battle of Buxar, and the  total ruin of the affairs of the
unfortunate Cossim, Mirza Nujuff Khan, being unwilling
to trust to the vazir's clemency, sought an a,sy'lum‘m‘
Baghelcund. = Here he remained until the treaty of
Allahabad in 1765, when he was sent for by Shah-Aulum ;
and, at his recommendation, Lord Ulive gave him a
pension of ' two lacks of rupees, chargeablle on th’e
revenues of the Uorah province,® j i

On his majesty’s retreat from Z\IJaJlaJoa,d Nujuft Kha,n
accompanied the court; and from that period he rose,
a8 we have seen in the preceding pages, to the first
offices and highest honours in the state. ‘

Mirza Nujuff Khan, by his pnwerfu].inﬂl;lence,‘ high
military character, and unrelaxed attention to business,
wag well fitted to conduct the affairs of the empire with

a vigorous and steady hand. He restored order and
tranquxllltv to the almost-ruined provineces; and, by his
\wise administration; recruited in a considerable degree
the exhausted finances. |

Though continually surrounded by numero‘us and
warlike enemies, the abilities of the captain ‘geneml
were equal to the contest. Bya steady and undeviating
pursuit in his designs, he at length triumphed over all

his enemies, and reaped the fruits of his well-earned
labours by erecting for himself a noble principality.

. "his, consisting of the province of Agrah, of which lLe
‘was governor, the adjoining countries of Meerut and
‘Macheri, the whole of the Jaut territories, and greater

* Bee the Reports of the Select Committee,
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1e Doo Ab,altogether yielding a revenue o
¢ sterling. His establishment was magnificent and
extensive ; and he lived in a manner worthy a prince,

To great skill in military affairs, Nujuff Khan added
the happy talent of being able to conciliate the attach-
ment of his troops in an uncommon degree. The soldiers
admired his patience under adversity, his affability,
generosity, and manliness of spirit; and though, from a
variety of circuomstances, and the fluctuating changes
incident to an Asiatic army, they were not unfrequently
thrown into discontent, and sometimes even to mutiny,
Nujuff Khan, on these critical occasions, never failed, by
his address and dexterity, to pacify the most unruly
without a diminution of his own authority. —A rare and
fortunate example.

That no other person was equally capable to combine
and keep together such a variety of discordant interests
as the policy of an Hastern government ever exhibits,
was effectnally evinced in the examples of his successors,

Upon the whole, we may, with justice, ascribe to
Nujuff Kban the character of an able statesman, a
skilful commander, and a humane and benevolent man,
Polite and affable in his manners to all persons, which is
indeed proverbial to his conntrymen, he was generous to
his dependants, and strictly just. His death was deser-
vedly vegretted by Shah-Aulum, who certainly owed to
Mirza Nujufi Kban a situation more respectable than he
had been before, or was hercalter, destined to experi-
ence.”

* The foregoing account of the family of Nujuff Khan is
extracted from a Persian MS. in the author's possession ; it iz
entitled Khazanaly Omrah, or Biography of the Mogul Nobility, a
work frequently mentioned by Oriental historians,

7



Chapter VIL

. TRANSACTIONS AT COURT ‘SU‘BSEQ‘UEN"I‘ TO THE D.l?{ATH OF
FULFPICAR AL DOWLA—AFRRASIAB KHAN APPOINTED
MINISTER — DISSENSIONS AMONG THE MOGUL LORDS—
HiRyATION OF MIRZA SHUFFER KHAW—INTRmUm ot
HE I8 ASSASSTNATED BEFORE DELG-—RE-APPOINTMENT
o AFRASIAD KHAN —REFLECTIONS.

Until Nujuffi Khan’s death, affairs at court, though
at times interrnpted by temporary dissensions and
disagreements ‘betwixt the Mogul nobles, had, by the
active vigilance of the captain-general, bheen  ami-
cably settled. " But their turbulent spirit, however,
rpstrained during his life-time, now broke forth with a
fury which was totally ungovernable. Hence, in the
_gequel of this history, we shall be reduced to the painfal
necessity of recording scenes of violence, anarchy, and
bloodshed, Shah-Aulam advancing in years, and desti-
tute of that energy and vigour of mind so necessary to
stem the torrent, was compelled, as occasions demanded,

g0 yield to its force, and the unbappy king, iu the evening
of life, had the mortification to perceive his authority
totally annihilated, 'and himgelf become a wretched
pageant in the hands of his rebellious subjects.

Among the, principal competitors for power was
Afrasiab Khan. This young soldier, bred in the camp,
‘and under the eye of the late captain-general, had by
his military talents acquired the affections of the army.
He was nominated to the post of Ameer Al Omrah.
His first attention was judiciously directed . to secure
the attachment of the different Mogul chiefs. Among
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1870 te success against the Sikhs, and his situation in
command of the frontlers, induced the minister to treat
him with extraordinary attention. Afmsmb Khan,
therefere, sent letters to that nobleman, expressive of
the utmost cordiality, and recommended his vigilang
attention to his charge on the frontiers. Similar letters
were sent to the Nawaub Zabita Khan, ruler of Saha-
urunpore. The new minister being popular in the army,
and a man of acknowledged resolution, it was thought
he would have secured a continuation of his authority 3
‘but an opposition which arose totally unexpected by him
from an opposite quarter, not only for the present de-
prived him of his authority, but even brought him to the
very brink of ruin.

To trace the cause of this opposition, we must recur
to the situation of the family of the deceased minister.
Nujuff Khan’s sister, the Princess Khadeeja Sultaun,
was at this time at Delhi, possessed of great wealth ;
and being a woman of a masculine and intriguing spirit,
she boldly entered into the politics of the times, and
resolved to form a party of her own, She had conceived
~ a great aversion to Afrasiab Khan, who had treated her
with disrespect, and knowing the ambition of Mirza
Shuffee, selected that nobleman as a counterpoise against
the minister’s influence. Khadeeja Sultaun, therefore,
in-concert with Zein Al Abideen Khan, hig brother, and
other lords, whom she had gained over to her views,
invited Mirza Shuffee to march to Delhi, and take upon
himself the administration of affairs, They assured
him at the same time, that the king secretly approved
the plan, and concluded by recommending his speedy
appearance.
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The design of t,hls confederaoy, however (,autx 1
ucted, could not. long be kept secret from Afmsmbf

' Khan, Information of the intended conspiracy being
conveyed to him, he resolutely determined on a counter

plan, and, b%j a coalition of interests with some disaffected
lords, to defeat the designs of his epemies, Among

these were the deposed minister, the Nawaub Majd Al
Dowla. That nobleman bad since his disgrace been kept
in close confinement, Afrasiab Khau, finding him well:
inclined to the connection, applied to Shah-Aulum for
his release. He observed to his majesty, that Majd At
Dowla, having experienced a severe punishment for his
faults, in a tedious imprisonment, and the confiscation |
of his fortune, there wasmow room for clemency towards
Lim. Shah-Aulum acquiescing in the request, Majd
AlDowla was liberated from his arrest, and again placed
at the head of the Khalisa®, at the same time Nlunﬂf
[Uooli Khan, son-in-law, of the late minister, was pro-
moted to the office of Dewaun, The contending parties

. were, in force, nearly equal, but as Afrasiab possessed,
the post of advantage, in having the citadel under hig
immediate command, l,y.e flattered himself with the hopes
of success.

Such was the sitnation of afhu's when Mirza ‘%huﬂ’ee
Khan, with his army arrived in the neighbourhood of
Delhi. The king, it is said, being favourable to his pre-
tensions, dispatched a confidential servant gecretly to
his eamp, who recommended for the present his remain-
ing inactive. This transaction did not escape the notice
of Afrasiab Khan, and, on receiving information of it
from his emissaries, he determined by a vigorous

*The treasury,
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ré,at once to bring the matter toissue. Repairifig
ie palace, he, in peremptory terms, demanded the
dismissal of Mirza Shuffee, and told the king that,
perceiving his enemies had formed a plan to subvert his
authority, it was incumbent on him by every means in
bis power, to prevent such an act of injustice. That,
with respect to the appearance of Mirza Shuffee at the
capital, he must be called on to assign his motives for
quitting his station on the frontiers without leave ob-
tained, and in manifest violation of his oath of allegiance.
Afrasiab Khan concluded with remarking the improper
conduct of the Princess Khadeeja Sultaun, whom he
knew acted in concert with his enemies, and urged the
necessity of laying some restraint upon her ambitious
and intriguing spirit. He charged her with a design to
degrade his majesty’s authority ; and finally concluded
his remonstrance, with a requisition for that princess
immediately to deliver up the fortress of Agrah, with
the cannon and warlike stores contained therein. Shal-
Aulum under the restraint of his minister acquiesced in
his demands, and accordingly Mirza Shuffee was called
upon by letter to state his reasons for having quitted
his station, This vigorous measure, though it alarmed
Mirza Shuffee, did not incline him to relinquish his
pursuits. Instead of answering to the charge, he ad-
vanced his camp opposite the Ajmere gate of the ¢ity,
which he closely blockaded.

The aspect of affairs was gloomy. The rival chiefs
were each determined to rest the issue of their res-
pective claims to the sword, and a scene of tumult
and- horror was apprehended by the peaceful inhabi-
tants. At this crisis of affairs an unexpected eir-
cumstance arose, which defeated the desigus of the

L



‘m‘. Durmg the dlsputes above related Mahomed
‘Beg Khan Hamdani, who was governor of Agrah on the
 part of Nujuff Khan, availing himself of the cnnfusion@
of the times, resolved to participate in the spoils.  He
Jeit the fort of Agrah, and began to plunder and lay
waste the country ; but his vengeance was principaily
directed against the Jagheer of Afrasiab Khan of whose

| authority he was jealous. Afrasiab Khan, deeming the
| preservation of his estate preferable to maintaining hls

anthority at court, determined to retire. But, prev;(ms .
to taking that step, he delivered over the citadel to his
asgociate Majd Al Dowla, and at his departure told the
king he would soon return, and take vengeance on his
. enemies, He then, with a select body of horse, took the
Joroad to Agrah, | ! v
i Bearcely had Afrasiab Khan left th@ city, wheu Mw—
za Shuffee Khan marched in with his whole force. His
‘success was rapid, having secured the gates and princi-
palavenues to the palace, he detached a party to sur-
_round the houses of Majd Al Dowla, Latafut- Khan..
Nujuff Cooli Khan, and other chiefs, attached to his
rival. After a short, but desperate, resistance, in which
geveral were slain, those noblemen were compelled to
submit ; and Mirza Shuffee, elevated with his success,
repaued in trinmph to the palace. He was immediately
‘liuvested with the dignity of Ameer Al QOmrah, and the
gupreme administration of affairs. Tranquillity being
restored in the city, Mirza Shuffee paid a visit to the
. Princess Khadeeja Sultaun. After mutual congratula-
tions, the princess presented bhim with a large sum of
‘ money, ol which he was much in want, and to confirm
his authority by every means in her power, she bestow-




CHAPTER VIL ' 1

in marriage the only remaining daughte
et The nuptials were celebrated
with much splendour at her own charge.

Arrived at the height of his ambition, it might natu-
rally be conjectured that Mirza Shuffee would omit no
precautions to confirm his authority upon a solid basis,
But in his subsequent conduct he was highly reprehen-
gible. That conduet which had acquired him the affec-
tion of the troops and the support of the officers, now
appeared to have forsaken him. His demeanour on a
sudden became haughty and imperious, which excited
murmuring and discontent in the breasts of his associa~
tes, and their efftect was for him but too socon apparent.
In the meantime, we must direct our attention to the
deposed minister. Afrasiab Khan, hearing of the late
revolution, wisely resolved to make Mahomed Beg IKhan
Hamdani his friend. He being equally well disposed
t0 a compromise, a treaty was accordingly drawn up,
in which it was agreed to join their forces and march
forthwith to Delhi, to reinstate Afrasiab Kbhan in his
authority, and afterwards sharing in a mutual adminis-
tration,

In the meantime their views were advanced, though
unintentionally towards them, by the disclosure of a
plan which had been concerted under the auspices of
the Prince Juwaun Bukbt, which produced a new revo=
lution in affairs. That prince, who had long been indig-
nant at the degraded situation of the royal authority,
thought the absence of Afrasiab Khan a favourable
opportunity for prosecuting a plan for the king’s relief,
and of taking 'a share of the Government to himself,
He had for this purpose privately gained over to his
views Latafut Ali Khan, Mahomed Yacoob, and some



dnsc:plined battahons ot the late Somroo.

The plan of operations having been thoroughly digest-
ed, Mirza Juwaun Bukht, accompanied by his associates,
disclosed it to Shah-Aulum, They strenuously urged
his ma;estv to dismiss Mirza Shuflee Khan from his
emp]oymont and to re-assume his authorltv, and punish
the rebels, They concluded by ret:ommendnw the im-
- mediate arrest, of the minister, Whom« Me. 1 Tauly under-
took to secure. Shah-Aulum signifying his acquies-
cence, the conspirators prepared to carry their plan into
execution. It was, however, rendered needless by the
voluntary departure of Mirza Shuffee Khan. He was
that very morning exercising his troops on the sands
‘of the Jumna, when he received an account of the plan
for his destruction. He saw his danger, and finding his
troops insufficient to face the combination, pradently
resolved to retire. The Nawaub Majd Al Dowla and
about 1,000 horse, accompanied him in his flight. "I‘hey
took the road to Agrah, On Mirza Shulfee’s departure,
the king z mounting an. elephant proceeded directly to
the Jumma Musjed*, where he received the comp!r
ments of the nobility, and distributed a large sum of
money to the troops. His majesty then invested the
Prince Juwaun Bukht with the office of Ameer Al Omrah,
and returned to the palace. But this triumph of the
court was of very short duration, and the principal actors
in the late transaction were soon destined to experience
a sad reverse of fortune, Indeed, every attempt of
this ill-fated monarch to emancipate himself from the

* The principal mosque in the city of Delhi, See App}endix ) 7



wretcbed,

. Mirza Shuflee and his m;sociate on quitting I)elhi, il

determined to seek an asylum in the camp of his inve-
\terate foes. But it must be recollected that circum-
stances were now materially altered, He, like them, was
a fugitive, and a sense of their common danger had
maoreover, r.mtumlly reconciled the exiled chiefs to a
combination of their mutual interest. Mahomed Beg,
Mirza Shuflee, and Afrasiab Khan, having met in the
neighbourhood of Muttra, after a mutual interchange of
compliments, drew up a solemn treaty to the following
offect s I. An equal division was to be made of the lands, |
ipossessed by the late Nawaub Zulficar Al Dowla.. 2.‘
Mirza, Shufiec Khan to be re-instated in the post of
. prime wminister, and to remain at Delhi, 3. Tn consi-
deration of Afrasiab Khan yielding up his claim to the
chief direction of affairs, he was to be left in joint
authority with Mahomed Beg Khan, to rule in the Doo
Ab and south-west of the Jumna, The treaty was con-
cluded by an unanimous assurance of inflicting on their
enemies the most exemplary punishments, The united
forees of these powerful chiefs then commenced their
march towards the capital. On the roady they were :
joined by Pertaub Row of Mae¢heri, On m:ii:hing Ha-
reedabad, & town about twelve miles south of Delhi, the
confederates encamped, and from hence resolved to
dietate to the emperor thieir own terms. Agreeably to
this resolution, Majd Al Dowla was dispatched to court.
He was commissioned in the name of the confederates
‘to declare to Shab-Aulum, their resolution to maintain
their allegiance to liis majesty, but at the same time to
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he necessity of restoring to Mirza Shuffee ji}
. authority of which by the machinations of his
enemles he had been g0 unjustly deprived,

The arrival of this ambassador created the most
alarming apprehensions in the king’s mind. A council
was assembled on the occasion, when Prince Juwaun
Bukht spiritedly proposed to oppose the rebels by force.
He obhserved to hig majesty with much judgment, that
should the rebels obtain their insolent demands, there
was no reasonable ground in future to hope that any
respect would be paid to his majesty, but that the
traitors, as the natural efiect of an easy compliance,
would not rest satisfied without the complete degrada-
tion of the royal authority. The prince was supported
in his opinion by the whole council, and Mr. Pauly
afirmed that his own force was of itself sufficient to .
overthrow and disperse the rebels. But the king with
a pusillanimity totally unworthy of him, which arose
from & fear of sustaining insults should the rebels be
successtul, rejected the salutary advice of his 'son, and
commanded him in concert with Mr. Pauly to enter into
an amicable agreement with the confederates. Many
persons at Delhi scrupled not to affirm that the king on
this occasion, was swayed by the intrigues carrying on
in the harem. That the Princess Khadeeja Sultaun,
the aunt of Mirza Shuffee, had persuaded his majesty
to pacific measures. It is most probable that to the
latter cause mé.y be attributed his irresolution. Pauly
and Latafaut, therefore, were charged with the negocia-
tion, and, to give appearance of greater cordiality on
the part of his majesty, the Prince Juwaun Bukht was
directed to accompany the commissioners to the rebel
camp. Meanwhile a plan, of which Afrasiab Khan is said
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peace, but mstloated h) a revengeful met dmr'ended
to the perpetmmou of an agrocious act,

A general reconciliation of parties being agreed to, ‘
and properly ratified by the vespective signatures, Prince
Mirza Juwaun Bukht, accompanied by Pauly and Latatat,
left, the city and proceeded to the confederate armies.
But scarcely had the devoted victims entered the camp,
when a party of horse, who had been placed in ambuscade,
suddenly issuing from their concealment, attacked and
dispersed the followers of the commissioners, seized and
ovarpowerecl those unpfortunate men, and by a bloody

process struck off the head of Mr. Pauly, and deprived

Latatut of sight. The army of the rebels then attacked

the battalions of the commissioners, who as they were

totally unprepared for the treachery, were easily

overpowered. To the prince they promised implicit

obedience, and shortly after in hig (‘:ompauy entered the
ity in triumph,

Shah-Aulum, thus reduced, was constrained to receive
the rebels with apparent satisfaction and marks of res-
pect. Mirza Shuf[be was reinstated in his authority, and

the other chiefs were honoured with titles and dignities.

From the ascendancy thus acquired by Mirza Shafiee,
had he pursued an upright conduct, there was avery
prospect of his authority being permanent. But it soon
appeared that the late reconciliation of the contending
chiéfs was temporary and insincere. The prime minister,
in order to restore tranquillity to the provinee of Agrah,
which had suffered much by the tumults before men-
tioned, resolved to repair thither in person: he took
with him the prince Solimaun 8hikoh. We may recollect
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ipulations made in the treaty of Agmh tI

ig year. Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani, who dee
'”mself the principal instrument in the restoration of
the minister’s authority, now called on him for the per-
formance of his agreement. He demanded his share of
the lands of the late Zulficar Al Dowla, Mirza Shuffee,
whether he thought his rmthorir'v too lirmly established
to be again shaken, or jealous of divided sway, refuqo(l
compliance with the terms of the treaty.

Mahomed Beg Khan, justly incensed at this breach
of faith, gave vent to the natural ferocity of his dis-
position, and resolved to take a severe revenge. It is
probable, however, that the minister might have warded
off the blow, had he not by an act of equal folly and
injustice, hurried the whole body of the Mogul nobility
into acts of open hostility. It will be necessary here to
develop the causes of sudden revolution which led to
the extinction, not only of his authority, but his life.
To an unbounded ambition, Mirza Shuffee unfortunately
added an inextinguishable avarice: actuated by that
unworthy passion, he, in a fatal moment, determined to
resume those lands which had been granted by the late
Nujnfi. Khan as Jaiedad for the maintenance of the
troops of the different Mogul lords. Iu lieu of these,
he determined it should henceforth be disbursed by
monthly payments from the royal treasury. His com-
mands, when notified to the different chiefs, execited
universal murmurings and discontent. But Mirza Shuffee
enforced obedience to his orders.—TFatal were the conse-
quences which followed this rash and impolitic measure.
The commanders, irritated at the unworthy treatment,
with justice deemed their services merited a return
far different ; and, under the impulse of passion, hurried




Yes into the ‘commission of a crime of
est dyed Afrwmb Klmn Mahomed Beg Khan, and

: ‘ot,her lords, entered into a conspiracy to assassinate the

minister ; and bound themselves, after the perpetration
of the deed, to place Asrafiab Khan in the authority of
the deceased, and to restore the Jaiedads. The more

effectually to conceal their intentions, it was agreed
to invite Mirza Shufiee, who was by thig time advanced

towards Agrah, to an amicable conference, to reconcile

and settle theiv mutual disputes.
On the 23cd of September of the current yem‘ the

L two armies met, and éncamped in the neighbourhood of

=

Deig. Though the conspiracy we have before related,
had been planned with the utmost secrecy and caution,
it, by some means or other, reached the ears of Mirza
Shuffee’s friends : and, previous to the intended interview,
the prime minister was warned of the treacherous designg
of his enemies. But Mirza Shuffee rejected the informa-

tion as a concerted falsehood: and, totally regardless

Qf ‘personaf safety, accompanied by a few followers,

‘he proceeded on his visit. The army of Mahomed Beg

Khan was drawn out as if ready to receive and com-
pliment the minister, Hach of the chiefs was monnted
on hig elephant: as the animal on which Mirza Shufiee
rode appiroached the other, Mahomed Beg IKhan, -con-
formable to established usage, rose up, saluted. and
embraced his rival; but, in the pen*f@rmaﬂce of that
act, having seized hold of the minister’s right hand,
which was the signal agreed on, Mirza Ismaeel Beg,
his nephew, who sat in the Khawass *, plunged a dagger

% Tho Khawass is the back seab on an elephant, in which a per-
gon is usually placed with g Chowri, or fan. Ab court, and amongsb
nobiliby, it is deemed the highest honour to be placed there.

i
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i ﬁ?&o the body of the devoted victim. FHe groane I
. —back /and expired. A desperate action ensued between
1e armies ; but at length Afrasiab Khan, exerting his
influence, persuaded the troops of the late minister to
join the confederates. The body of Mirza Shuffee was
taken up by his followers, and interred in the fort of
Deig. '

Of this event Afrasiab Khan having sent notification
to Delhi, an answer was received, expressive of the
king’s approbation of the deed. At the same time, a
firmaun arrived, which constituted Afrasiab Khan,
Ameer Al Omrah, and, moreover, gave permission to
appropriaté to his own uge the effects of the late
minister. Finally, Afrasiab Khan and prince Solymaun
Shekoo were ordered to repair to the capital with all
possible expedition.

The indifference with which this important trust
was conferrved upon » Afrasiab, creates a suspicion that
the fate which had befallen Mirza Shuffee was not dis-
agreeable to his majesty. A generous mind, on this
surmise, deplores the humiliating situation of a des-
cendant of Timoor, sanctioning acts disgraceful to
humanity, and subversive of the principles of moral and
social order. .

When Mirza Shuffee was assassinated, his brother,
Zein Al Abideen Khan, was governor of Meerut. The
king, tenacious of the power which he derived from that
gituation, determined upon his removal. A mandate
was accordingly issued for that nobleman’s appearance
at court. He was received with respect. Shah-Aulum,
after condoling with him on the death of his brother,
intimated to him the necessity there was to resign
hig government. Zein Al Abideen, who was a man of



et t er, in $ecret bumh thh mdzgnation ‘

worthy treatment at the time, however, he scnd Ll

mothmg, but on retiring from the hall of audience, he iy
j j repaired to his own palace, whence he privately departed.

~ Sensible that this conduct would enrage the king, he
. hastened to Meerut ; and, determined to resist the royal
i alltlloi‘it)f he there collected around him his friends and

“ “‘dependantﬂ; { ‘

. Intelligence of this defection reaching Ai’msmb Khan, :

. tie assembled the army, led it to Meerut, and invested

the town. He had determined to have punished the
rebel in the most exemplary manner: but this deteps
mination was overruled by the advice of his d'onﬂdentxal‘ »
mheers They represented that his power in the state
was a8 yet infirm, and it therefore became him first to

make overtures for uegomatmn to which, in all pmba— I

bility, Zein Al Abideen would assent. Nor were they

deceived in their conjectures. Intimation being given,

@ treaty wasg get on foot; and, Zein Al Abideen con-
senting to submit to his majesty’s clemency, was par-
doned.  He was received at court with honour, and a
stipend out of the royal treasury was allotted for his
SUpport. ‘ i ‘

The prime minister returning to Delhi, was received
 with great distinction. He gnswered Shah-Aulum with
protestations of perpetual attachment: and as proof,
presented his majesty with an offering of three lacks of
rupees, and some valuable Persian horses.

Cuttub Al Dowla was now sert to command in
Meerut; and Nujulf Cooli Khan, son-in-law to the late
minister, who bad till now resided at Meerut, was
directed to remain at court. e

In the beginmug of 1784, Ma]m' Brown, who had‘
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commissioned on a, deputation to the king fe

préme Council of Ualcutta, arrived at the capital. The

; ajor was received with high respect; and, in behalf of
the British government, presented Shah-Aulum a hand-
some peshcush.

The arrival of this deputation excited various
emotions in the minds of the Delhians; some were of

; opinion that the period was at hand when Shah-Aulum
would return to the protection of his oldest and, in
truth, his best friends, the English: others again con-
jectured that the intent of the embassy was to arrange
with the minister the concerns of the royal family.
These, during the late commotions, had arisen to a
height which was truly distressful. But the real cause
of Major Brown’s arrival * was in consequence of orders
he had received from his government, not to decline any
overture that might be made for affording a military aid
to the royal cause. The Sikhs had for several years
back, by their predatory incursions into Doo Ab and
Rohilcund, excited alarm in the government of Asuf Al
Dowla: and Mr, Hastings, the British Governor, with
his usual discernment, deemed the exertions of the court
of Delhi might, at the present juncture of affairs, prove
a beneficial counterpoise to the rising power of the
Sikhs. )

Many: days had not elapsed since the arrival of
Major Brown, when an event occurred which created
much confusion in the palace, and led, in its future con-
sequences, to concerns of momentous import. The heir
apparent, prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht, disgusted at the
daily insults he received from the minister, resolved to

*See the proceedings of Parliament on the trial of Mr. Hastings,
* Asuf Al Dowla.



i he Imped bherebv to pmmue ease to hlmself
landan allevnublon Lo the distresses of his mmlly.;
Eacapmg dromthe palace at midoight, he crossed the

W ‘Jumnd. and repairved o Lucknow. But as the fortunes

of Mirza Juwaun Bukht will hereafter be detailed in
their proper order, it is here only necessary to point out
‘the immediate effects of his fight from the capital, |

L Afrasiab Khan, conscious of the ill-trewtment the
unhappy prince had, through his means, endured, was
: i fearful of the vazir's # resentment,  He thought, there-

fore, that the most effectual means of obviating this

Jwounld be, to pérsuwde the heir apparenf to return
ito Delhic. Accordingly, he, in the king's name, sent

letters to the vazir and Mr Hastings, who was thenat

. Lucknow, demanding, in terms most peremptory, the
dmmediate return of the fugitive prince. ' Although
Shah-Aulum, by affixing his seal to the dispatehes, ap-
parently sanctioned the demands of his minister, it is
_ertain that, in his own mind he was not averse to the
‘gseape of his son, I, indeed, his unhappy situation be
thoroughly considered, it is not to be wondered at he
‘should endeavour by any means in his power to obtain
relief. ‘

Some days after the departure of the letters before
mentioned, Major Brown, the British Ambassador; was
requestad to proceed to Lucknow, He accordingly re-
 paired thither, Afrasiab Khan deeming his authoricy
fully established, now shrew off the mask, and exhibited
himself in his natural colours. ' He first proposed to the
king to march to Agrah, the oebject of which he affirmed
‘was the restoration of that provinee to order. Had
he rested here, it would have rédounded “to the hongur
e \



of the conference, in vehement language urged the
king to revenge the assassination of the late minister
in the punishment of Mahomed Beg. His majesty
perceiving the invidious drift, turned from the minister
with coldness, and retired into his harem.

The source of this extraordinary demand may, with-
out difficulty, be traced in the rivalship of the two
chiefs. Mahomed Beg Khan, though certainly guilty
of an atrocious act, deserved not punishment from the
hands of Afrasiab. It has before been seen, that the
minister himself, in conjunction with the Mogul Sirdars,
had urged and stimulated him to the deed: and for this
he was now to become a sacrifice at the shrine of his
imperious coadjutor, '

Astonished at the king’s abrupt departure, Afrasiab
Khan, in sullen silence, retired to his own palace.
Giving loose to his resentment, he there determined on
a measure equally violent and unjust. At the confer-
ence above mentioned, the Nuwaub Majd Al Dowla
‘had been present. That nobleman having endeavoured
to dissuade the king from his intended expedition to
Agrah, the officious remark passed not unnoticed by
the haughty spirit of Afrasiab. He mnow directed
Nujuff Cooli Khan, his dependant, to lead a party of
.guards to the palace of Majd Al Dowla, and seize his
person, His orders were obeyed with alacrity, and the
unfortunate man again found himself in the course of a
few short hours reduced from affluence and command
to penury and a prison. His property was seized, and
.converted to the minister’s use. Majd Al Dowla was
afterwards confined in the fort of Agrah, where he died
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4ot much regretted, except by Shah-Aulu

whos {¢onfidence he had so frequently abused by the
commission of oppresive acts upon his subjects. He
was an intriguing artful courtier, avaricious, and in-
solent. Shah-Aulum, when informed of this outrage,
was filled with the deepest indignation. He resolved
therefore, at all events, to throw himself into the
hands of the Marhattas; and, by a forei gn aid, to relieve
himself from the insupportable insults daily offered
him by his own subjects.



Chaptep VIII. ‘

RISE AND PR(\GRLSS oF MADHAJER, Smmm RUWR o
MALWAH, FROM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 115 Faminy
VLN THAT PROVINGE UNTIL HIS. INTERFERENCE, IN THE
. Pourrics  oF THE, COURT OF Dmux«—mvmuuus or
L AFRASIAB KHAN—HIs  DEATH AND OHARAGme-«
SINDIAL I8 MADE PRIME MINISTER. ‘
From the preceding scenes of party violence, the
veader will with pleasure follow history through the
more edifying detail of geogra apbical information. We
shall proceed, therefore, to take a retrospective view of
the Malwab provmce, in its fluctuating state under &
guccession of rulers. But the considerable influence
acquired by Madhajee Sindiah in the polities of Hindos-
taun, previously demands attentinn to the rise and
progressive fortune of this extraordinary man.
Madhajee Sindiah Putteel Bahadur was descended
from a Rajpoot family. His father, Ranojee Sindiah,
was an officer in the service of Bajirow, who, in the
latter end of the reign of Rajah Sahoo, was Paishawalt
of the Marhatta state. The gupineness and effiminacy of
the court of Delhi,and the distracted state of the empire
towards the close of the reign of Mohammad Shab,
rendered easy she subjugation of the Malwah province.
On that expedition Ranojee Sindial accompanied the
Paishwall, The services and ability displayed by Rano-
jee during the campaign, were rewar ded with the
management of the province, which was confivmed in
jagheer to lns descendants by Raja Sahoo. Ranojee
had four sons Appajee, Tajee, ’l‘uukajae, and Smdmh.
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was slam in a c1v1l broxl in the Jynaghur pro- L
»  battle of Panneeput in 1762,

- Sindiah, in that action, though only seventeen years
of age, displayed a genius and spirit which well foretold
his future greatuness: being desperately wounded, and
unable to follow the route of the few survivors of the
Marhatta army, he was secretly taken care of in the
camp of the Abdallee. Recovered from his wounds, he
was privately removed from this asylum, and by his
protectors conveyed into Deccan. He then assumed
the government of his patrimonial estate of Ujein.
From his intense application to business, aided by the
endowments of a vigorous mind, he soon acquired con-
siderable influence in the Marhatta state; and was
early considered as one of the principal Jagheerdars.
In 1770, he accompanied Holkar and Beesajee into
Hindosgtaun, where his actions have been rf-corded in
the preceding pages.

Malwabh,* the greater part of which is the inheritance
of the Sindiah family, is in length two hundred and
forty-five coss, in breadth two hundred and thirty. On
the north, it is hounded by the Ajmere Soobah; on the
gouth, by Baglanah; on the east, by part of Agrah
and Allahabad ; and on the west, by Guzerat. The prin-
cipal rivers that flow through this.fertile and exfensive
tract, are the OChumbul, the Sind, and the Nerbuddah :
but it is watered by many other smaller streams. Though
higher than the rest of Hindostaun, the land of Malwah

* For the following detail of the Malwah province, the author
is happy to confess his obligations to Major Charles Reynolds,
Surveyor-general on the Bombay establishment, who furnished
him with the materials collected by himself on the spot.



,Mw e a.nd it aboundq in opmm, mdlgo, a,ud tobacco. ‘
In former times, the revenues were computed at foul" L
millions sterling ; this, of late years, howe ever, has been
much reduced : and even Sindiah, in his colleumom, can
realize only a million. )

 The Pathan princes of the race of Khilji having cons
. guered that province from the Hindoos, fixed their seat

_ of government at Mandu,” Tt was during the long and
glorious reign of the renowned Alkbar, that Malwah was
gradually alienated from the Pathans. ~—Having annexed
1t 1o his empire, it remained in his fdml]y untll the close
of the reign of Makmud Shah. |

| The Zemindars and soldiers of fmtuﬁe here, asv‘m fi
jother parts of the empire, during this turbulenb period,
divided amongst them the different provinces. Out of
ithese arose several independent states; those states
encrocbchmo upon the imperial authority, by degrees‘
threw off all but a nominal allegiance to the house of
iTimoor. —Hence, the authority of the Soobah bmume
frequently circumscribed to the environs of that Glt),.
which he chose for his residence. The Rajah of
Ohundeely, descended from the ancient princes of the
country, seized on the north-east parts; the southerm
were oceupied by the Keeches. To the wostwam, the
petty Zemindars of Annuntwarah and Sooudunah assum-~
ed the stvle of independent princes ; and in the centre
of the pxmmce was emcted the ua@olnlnp of Bhopaul
Whilst these rebels wero bidding defiance to the
royal atthor ity, a new and more formidable enemy, the
Marha,tl,as, bUOLt dbbthYed the hopes of chosu petty
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gighs, and made themselves masters of the wh
oyinee. At this period, Kullich ' Khan, the famous
Nizam Al Mooluk, was governor of Deccan. He also,
disgusted at the levity which stigmatized the councils
of the court of Delhi, resolved to render himself in-
dependent. To avert, however, the vengeance of the
royal arms, he secretly invited the Marhattas to an
invasion of the Malwah province. Delighting in pre-
datory warfare, the proposal was received with avidity.
The immense Marhatta host was commanded by Baji-
row ; Rajah Girdhar directed the imperial forces.
Desperate was the battle which soon ensued ; but
victory declaring for the invaders, with incredible rapi-
dity they overran both Malwah and the rich province of
Guzerat; and their victorious arms were afterwards
car‘ried to the confines of Beianah and Ajmere.

The petty sovereigns who had assumed independency,
in consequence, obliged to yield up the best part of their
possessions, were reduced to the Payment of an annual
tribute : but the Nabob of Bhopaul and a few other
Rajabs were still permitted to retain a part of their
territories, and to exercise over them an authority
subordinate to the control of the Marhatta government,

Malwah was then divided into three shares: the first
was allotted to Bajirow; the second to the Marhatta
prince, Rajah Sahoo; the third to the family of Mulhar
Holkar. Sindiah, as we have seen, inherited that part
of the province bestowed on his father by Bajirow.
But by a train of successful operations, he was enabled
to appropriate to himself a considerable portion of the

Circar lands. Tookajee Holkar, who inherits the third
division of the Malwah province, since his accession, has
resided at Indore, a city thirty miles distant from Ujein.




and long 70. 48 W ’l‘he cny Ls, frnm lits anu‘quitv uth j
considerable note in the empua. . The manumenm whmh L

it exhibits of ‘the plbt.y au\d snyensmmml uf its Hindoo
sovereigns, are still regarded with venemt,mn s nor have

the Pathan emperors contributed less to its embe]hmh#

ment. Among a variety of grand amd venerable ruing,
travellers mention with applause an edilice erected by
Nugsir Al Deen.Khiljee in the ninth century of the
M.o.humedau era.  Ahout one .mile and a half east of
the city isa large gloomy  building of an ()Qtﬁmgulut
form, and th whole of | the materials; of stone. lts

foundation is ap artificial Mand which is formed by -
a deviation of the western 'chaunel of the stream in the

bed of the Sipree, and 'is connected with the i)bpﬂsiﬂe
bank by a stoue bridge of sixteen arches. Tlie building

consists of a varier,y of spacious chambers, const,rucmd.,_
upon a level with the water: throughout theseé; hy
. means of reservoirs, the water is conveyed in different
channels, and hence, by artificial cascades, dlbf‘lldlges‘

itself into the Sipree in pleﬂqmo murmurs, The apart-

ments in this delightiul retreat are cool and salubrious.

To each recess are fastened rings of iron for the pnrpme
of ﬂ.tmc*mag purdahs, or screens made of the aromatic

root called Khuss, These, when sprinkled with water

from without, not only give an agreeable coolness to
- the entering ai?, but entirely exclude the inclemency
of the sultry season.. We have before remarked that,
among persons of (‘Ii&;ti:’lCtiOl‘l; this luxury is common
throughout Hindostaun, Into Uhese watery abodes,
when desirous of repose, and fatigued with the toils
of state, the princes of the house of Khiljee were
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ed to retire. During the periodical rains,
rts of this building are entirely overflowed, afi

'an amazm(f force of water acts against it: but so great

were the pains bestowed on its erection, and the mate-
rials of such wonderful solidity, that after a lapse of
three centuries it remains entire, and still continues
to attract the rulmlmmon of the spectator.—We resume,
alter this dwressmn the thread of our narration.

Sindiah, on’ his return from Hindostaun in 1774, em-
ployed his utmost exertions to extend his influence, and
enlarge his patrimonial territory. Bold and aspiring in
his views, he pursued the plans of his future aggrandise-
ment with ardor and unremitting perseverance. He had
greatly increased his revenues, and rendered his countiry
higbly flourishing, when six years afterwards was form{“d
the grand Marhatta confederacy. Joining with that
league, he became a principal actor in the scene, in which
it was vainly hoped to have overthrown the British
empire in the Bast. 1t was, however, bappily dissolved,
and the scheme rendered abortive, by the prompitude ang
vigor of the British councils, aided by the brilliant
ascendancy acquived by British arms under the auspices
of Coote and Goddard.

Sindiah, who during that memorable contest had
exhibited the conduct of an active and able leader, on
its conclusion, turned his armsagainst Gohud.® 1n 1782,
ac the head of 2 numerous and well-appointed army, he
entered that province for a second time, sand with
{airer prospect of success thanin his former expedit,ion.

The veigning prince, Rajah Ohutter Sing, fearful
of the issne, endeavoured, hy soliciting an alliance

* A province situated about sixty coses west of Agrah, And
originally vuled by Rajpoot princes,



renompense tor an mterferenve of the h‘nghtm in lusp'f“
behalf, he promised an annual Nuzeranah of four lacks of
rupees. It does not, however, appear that such an
alliance was, at the present juncture, deemed aceeptable
to the Supreme Government of Benrral Althougly
Sindiah’s extensive views of conquest, and the notoriety

of his ambition, were to the Council objects of sufficient

magnitude to excite alarm, still the fidelity which that

prince had invariably observed in his transactions witl
the British nation, hig upmghtn@qs and, above all, his.

faithtul and steady adherence to treaties, had impressed

=

the mindy of government with sentiments highly ffwour

L able toward him.

The alliance with the "Ranah ws as, therefur(,, 1‘e|ec
ed: but it was deemed eligible by the Council to endea-
vour eflecting an amieable compromise hetht the con-

| tending parties.,  Oonsonant to this resolve, My David

Anderson # the British ambassador at Sindial’s DurbM :
was directod to ascertain his sentiments in regard to
the proposed mediation. But Sindiah, either in conse«
quence of repeated breaches of faith on the part of
Chutter Sing, was animated with a spirit of personal

resentment against him: or, impelled by a desire long .
entertained of extending his dominions, declined the

* Tn the 703!0{15 ‘and faxthful exertions of this gentleman, as
well as those of his brother, Mr. James Anderson, who succeeded
him, may be chiefly ascribed the conciliatory conduet of the
Marhatta government, at a momentous and inbteresbing period,

i entering into an alliance which has hitherto been preserved

with fidelity on their part, See the reports of the Select; Committee
on the second Marvhatta war.
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interference. After a desultory warfare
, 4rs, the reduction of Gohud was finally effected s
and, on the 24th November 1784, Rajah Ohutter Sing
surrendered himself to his opponent.

Sindiah having thus acquired the province of Gohud,
now directed his whole attention to the affairs of Delbi.
During the transactions before mentioned, he liad main-
tained a correspondence withi Mirza Shuftee Khan.
That nobleman entering into his views, had promised
him his entire assistance and support in . its eXecution.
But on hig arrival on the north of the Chumbul with an
army of thir ty thousand men, Sindiah heard of the death
of his associate. Deeming the opportunity, for which
he had so long and so anxiously fought, now ar rived, he
from his present station, dispatched letters to the court
of Delhi. In these, after declaring his intentions of
restoring the royal family to its former splendour, he
made a request to Shah-Aulum to remove with his court
to Agrah; at which place, the Marhatta chief informed
his majesty, he would, to the satisfaction of all parties,
arrange and settle the affairs of the empire.

Afrasiab Khau, on receipt of these letters, laid them
before the king, and urged his majesty to an immediate
compliance with the contents. Shab-Aulum, who for
a long time possessed neither influence nor authority,
assented to the proposal, and the royal tents were
ordered to be got ready. The prime minister, after
nominating Nujuff Cooli Khan to the government of the
fort and city of Delhi, pitched his camp without the
walls, On the ensuing day, the army took the route
to Agral.

The high pitch of authority to which the minister
had arisen, gave him entire control in the state; and

30
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and msweas att’.ended the Mmlw of his | soveten;e;n w()ﬁ“ ‘

the march, the |n|me minister rermved letters from the
vazir and the British governor general ™ Actuated by

‘_t.he lmpmse ol a liberal mind, those powers, on the

present oceasion, urged in the most pressing ter ms the

release of the Nuwaub Majd Al Dowla ; and recoms

manded Lo the muustm' a different treatment to his
unbappy soverexgn. But the unrelenting spirit | of
Afragiab was not to be softened ; intreatiss or m.—‘eam
were to him alike indifferent. Majd Al Dowla was
orderedinto a closer confinement; and Afrasiab Khan,
leading the emperor in mumph encampmi undu- the

i wallq of Agrab,

Mahnmed Beg Klmn Hamdani had taken a strong
position about i‘onty miles from that place, and the\

| Mmhama prince was now advanced to Futtypore,

QAuch was the situation of the contending pflt‘tieﬂ,

‘when Sindiah opened a negociation with Ma homed I‘ieg

 Anxious to acquire a thorough knowledge of the S@llt,l-

ments of the Mogul nobility,and to learn the extent of
their diferent views and expectations, Sindiah proceeded
ina manner cautious and circinspect : as a prelimi-

- nary step, he called on Mahomed Beg to exculpate

himself from the charge of murder. In extenuation of
his crime, that nebleman threw the odium of the. trans-
action upon the prime minister. He had alleged, ‘and
traly, that Afrasiab Khan had not only instigated him
to the deed, but hound himself by the most solemn ties
to support him in it when executed. Regarding himself,

* Mer. Hastings.
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NG P or t.he Mdrbatm, aud chat, af he would 50 dar
interfere as to procure the kmgs pardon, he would
huuefurt,h attach himself to hisfortunes. Meanwhile
he declared his. inteution of rt,md,mmg quit,t. in his
present position,—Ta these lUSlllUdLIOIlS Sindiah in roply ‘
declared | that, §amnﬁed with mmh a declaration,
Mahomed Beg might vely on his interference in procur-
g the pardon required. Whilst the above negoeciation
was pending, Afrasiab  Kban bebeld the motions of

Sindiah with a watchiul and jealous eye: suspecung anm

ncocsaiuu of inﬂu« nee from the submission of Mahomed,

Beg, he plepaned to circumvent it by a counter tr eat,y‘ il

But these designs were frustrated by an accndem

whlch abt once put o period to his ambition and ms

life, ~ |
To reldte wnh preeision the parhmllars of this ewnt,
we must recur to. the situation of Zein Al Abideen,
That nobleman, the reader will recollect to have been
forgiven: but Afrasiab well knowing his disposition
‘would not be easy while he remained at liberty ; on
this aceount, he bad hitherto been detained (in, what bv
the natives of,Hindostaun was deemed, an honourable

confinement. Upon the first letters, however, that A

passed between Afrasiab Khan and Sindiah, at the par~
ticular request of the latter, Zein Al Abideen was
released  He appeared in the camp, but resolved to be
avenged of his brother’s death. An occasion soon offered.
In the month of November, an interview took place in
the vicinity of Futtypore between Sindiah and Afrasiab
Khan. After the usual interchange of civilities, Sindiah
returned to his own camp. Rajah Himmug Bahﬂdur'
and several other officers of the army. havmg“ likewise
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4 leave, there remained in the tent Iem AIA lﬂ‘
and Afrasiab Kh.m. B | Ll

Zein Al Abldeun, whose plan was alreadv t()rmed i
‘now entm‘ed into conversation wnh the ‘minister. Tn
terms a,pparenﬂv cord]al, and in the most respectiul
‘manner, he proposed to him for the future to live upan
.= more amicable footing; expressed hig wish  that all
former differences should be forgotten, and urged: the
necessity of henceforth consolidating their mutual'in-
terests. ‘ e

Suspended at the unexpectedness of this‘”‘adcli'eﬁs,
" Afrasiab Khan remained for a time absorbed in silence;
but about to have replied, when Zein Al Abideen,* with
fury in his nountenauoe, rose from his seat, a mgnfml
pon  which. Maddoo Beg came up, and plunged his
dagger into the breast of the devoted minister. He
expired on the spot.—A violent tumult ensuing, several
persons were slain: but Zein Al Abideen having effected
his escape, sought and found proteotwn in the camp
of Sindiah. ‘

Thus perished Afrasiab Khan, a man of tnrbulent
digposition and impetuous manners; but with great
person&l bravery, he possessed abilities for wnr. Zl-
ficar Al Dowla having adopted him into Ius family,
trained him to arms. Considerable were the services
which he rendered the state, whilst under the guidance
of his patron ; deprived of his salutary coungels, the
passions ol Afragiab, always uncontrolable, hurried him

into measuces the most bold and sanguinary. The
canse of his ruin may be traced to his ungnardedness
in permitting Zein Al Abideen to recover his liberty.

* I Mss, Narrative of Sayid Rezzi Khan.
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shat. nstance clromxmpect he mxght perhapﬁ h
eriitated his career happily. ‘

Zein Al Abideen after the perpetrationof so foul a crime,

«calls loudly for the severest reprehension ; it is a strong
presumptive proof that he was accesrary to the deed.

In recording the transactions of a wicked and dissipated
oourt, the impartiality of history demands the strictost
‘Serutiny ; whilst the multiplied assassinations which in

later times, have disgraced the politics of Delbi, ina

reflecting and susceptible mind, must excite horror,
When the tumult ocecasioned by Afrasiab Khana

«death had subsided in the eamp, Himmué Bahadur and S
the Mogul officers, asif by preconcerted agreement,

repaired to the tents of the Marhatta chief. = After

complimenting him on the death of his rival, they
assured him of their unanimous support in his admigis~

tration of aftairs: they doubted not but his majesty
‘would confer on him the office of Ameer Al Omrah, for
‘which he was so eminently qualified. These assurances

‘Bindiah received with refxl satisfaction: and the two
armies having joined, he led the united forces to Agrah,

We must now for a, while turn aside to the situation of
the king, who, during the late negociations, had
remained in the fort of Agrah.

The Nawab Majd Al Dowla, who, as before re-
-marked, was confined by order of the late minister,

hearing of his rival’s death, persuaded the Klllad.ﬂr of
Meerut to counnive at his escape. This being eﬂ’ected

‘he, in company with Cuttub Al Dowla, visited the king.

Shah-Aulum received him with kindness®and directed
him to remain near the presence. ,This would in all
probability have  led to an immediate. return of his

‘he conduct, of the Marhatta chief in coun tenanung :
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urs and employments, had not his enemy, Shujajilit
1, governor of Agrah, in cou]nuctmn with Raja
Dawmm, endeavotired to unpress the king's mind with
suspicions of his fidelity. But their malice failed of
effect ; for the king, convinced that there was no reason
to suspect Majd Al Dowla. of any disloyal intentions,
heard their remonstrances with disgust, and commanded
them to desist.

But the insolent manner in which they had urged
their demands, convinced Shah-Aulum that he was
entirely in their power and, having little to hope for
any respect from them in future, he resolved to quit
Agrah altogether., The arrival of Sindiah would, he
hoped and expected, speedily afford him the means of
punishing their presumption.  But in order to leave no
room for those noblemen to suspect his intention, he
ordered the greater part of his family to remain behind ;
then taking Majd Al Dowla along with him, his house-
hold troops escorted him to Delhi.

Mahomed Beg Khan, to whose situation we must
now recur, remained, during the late transactions,
in his entrenched’ camp. Sindiah, on Afrasiab's death,
wrote to Mahomed Beg to repaiv to Agrah. A con-
ference ensued, and a pension of 16,000 rupees per
month was allotted for his support out of the revenues
of Shekooabad. A few days after, Sindiah, with his
“usual policy, resolyed to employ the abilities of his
newly-acquired dependant on a distant expedition. By
removing Mahomed Beg from the sceuce of aetion in
Hindostaun, he effectually prevented any ecabals for
counteracting his own designs; and the probability of
his being taken off while employed on active service
wus an additional motive in the mind of this politic



in ‘eccan, and bordm‘mv upon Smdlah S pa.trimnmal ‘
estate. The country of Keetchwara, in which the befores
mentioned fortress is—situated, was then in a state of
actual rebellion : and to Mahomed Beg was committed
the double charge of reducing it under obedience to
Sindiah, and the subsequent management of the districts.
. Having made the necessary preparations for his depar-

ture, Mahomed Beg Khan, accompanied by 5,000 men‘

proceeded on his expedition to Rhago Garh. il
The greater partof the Mogul nobility having by
this time declared for Sindiah, he now repaired with =
confidence to the capital. His expectations weve fully . .
answered ; for, whether Shah-Aulum, diseusted at the /
‘thraldom in which he bad been held since the death of
Nujuff Khan, expected by a change in the government
to experience some repose, or whether he, on this -
occmsibn, made a virtue of necessity, has not been
clearly ascertained. To Sindiah, however, the event
proyved highly favourable. In the month of January, the
Marhatta chief entered Delhi. Fe was received by the
king with every demonstration of satisfaction, and

treated with distinguished honour. In full Durbar, his
majesty invested him with the office of Ameer Al
Omrah ; and, as an additional mark of favour, ordered a
patent to be made out for the Peishwah of the Poona.h
Durbar (under whose authority Sindiah pr ofessed to
act), constituting him Vakeel Mutl‘uck*,,or Absolute.

* The office of Vakeel Mutluck in Hindostaun is paramount
almost to  sovereign ‘authority, inasmuch, as it empowers the
person holding the office to raise troops at pleasure, 1t may
sppear remarkable that the Paishwah, who is the head of the

4 ;



his honorary dress, the new minister presented an
offering of five lacks of rupees, and retired from the

presence.

Marhatta empire, should deem it any acquisition to his authority
to receive an office from what he considered as coming from &
nominal emperor of Hindostaun: yet, it should be remembered
that, however weak and impotent the present descendant of
Pimoor is esteemed, it still continues, and ever will continue, a
desirable object among the native powers to make use of hig name
towards completing their own aggrandisement.



CHAPTER IX.

OCGURRENOEb AT CourT—WarR AGAINST JYPORE —~-INTR1-“
GUES OF THE Mogun NOBILITY—SINDIAH IS DEFBATED
i *—RE’!‘IRFS ACROSS THE COBUMBUL-~INTRIGUES OB Glwo-
LAUM (CADIR KHAN-—ACCOUNT OF BRGUM SOMROO"
GHOLAUM (ADIR, KHAN BESIEGES THB PALME—wHM
I8 REPULHED AND PARDONED ~ PRINCE MIRZA JUWAUN
BUKHT-— REVIEW OF HIS TAVE—DBATH AND OHARA(‘-
TER,

During tho late violent commotions, the provmoe& e

had fallen into disorder and decay. Their restoration
was the first object to which the attention of the new
winister was directed, The office of Dewaun, or super~
'mcendent. of the revenues, had long been under the
management of Dayaram, His conduct of late had, in
many instances, been highly repreheusible’s but his
‘bebaviour towards the king at Agrah, ' determined
Bindiah to remove him from office. The Dewanship was
accordingly bestowed on Narain Dass, & person of eapa-
eity, and a skilful finapcier. ' Remaining a short time at
Delhi, during which he disposed of several offices and
employments, Sindia assembled the army for the ruiuc~
tion of Agrah. :

‘The commencement of ' the current yuar was marked
by the departure of the British governor-general from
India. In quitting this important trust, Mr, Hastings
had the satisfaction to perceive himselt followed by the
unanimous good wxshes of the princes of Hmdostaun, and
the prayers of the natwes. On the persent occasion, ‘
the king, the vazir of the empire, the nazim of Deccan
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court of Poonah, all sent letters to Cal
AL b $o were expressed their regret for the governhor
departure, and contained, moreover, most ample testimo-
nies of the high opinion they entertained of his abilities,
integrity, and good faith.” : S
On the arrival of the army before Agrah, Sindialy
summoned the governor to surrender the fort. He
declared also, that by a resistance to the royal
authority, the governor could have no hope for pardon.
Preating the summons with eontempt, Shujah Dil Khanp
prepared for a vigorous resistance. Sindiah commencing
his approaches, two batteries were soon opened, and
hegan to play upon the fort with considerable effect.
Part of the curtain was thrown down, and several guns
within dismounted. The governor in the meantime was
not idle. He repaired the breaches with incessant
activity, and by his own spirited behaviour animated the:
garrison. A month had elapsed when Shujah Dil
Khan, foreseeing the ultimate reduction of -the place,
endeavoured, by an act of assumed respect, to mollify
Shah-Aulum, That part of the royal family who, as be-
fore seen, remained in the fort of Agrah, were now
liberated, and sent with an escort to Delhi, which they
reached without molestation. : :
Sindiah perceived that the siege advanced but slo wly 3
he hoped, therefore, by opening a negotiation with

* Time, which vemoves the veil from the intrigues of policy,
has evinced, that the ideas entertained by the nabives of Indis,
of that illustrious character, were just. His countrymen have
beheld with a satisfaction, almost universal, the honourable award
of a British Senate ; an award no less honourable to the character
of Mr. Hastings, than grifﬁeful to his mind, harrassed by the

degrading eircumsbances ‘attendant on a prosecution, whic’h‘js

RN

without parallel in the annals of mankind.
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¢ ‘f'ohls interests. The event answered his wishes.
The Kotwal and several other officers having been bribed
by a large sum of money and a promise of personal secu-
rity, ageed to deliver up one of ‘the gates of the fort.
On a preconcerted signal, a select body of troops pre-
senting themselves, were admitted by the treacherous
Kotwal, and, before the governor or his associate
Dayaram could receive information, were oveérpowered
and taken prisoners. They were immediately put into
©lose confinement, and sent off to the camyp. Sindiah, when
possessed of the fort, by not permitting it to be plunder-
ed, acted with becoming policy; he, however, exacted
considerable sums from the most wealthy inhabitants,
which he distributed as a largess to the army. Of the
whole of the possessions of the late Afrasiab Khan, there
now remained only Ali Gurh, That fort is situated in
the upper part of the Doo Ab. It had been fortified
with great care,and in it were deposited the family
and treasures of the deceased Nuwaub. Jahangire
Khan, his brother, commanded in Ali Gurh. He had a
strong garrison, and the siege was expected to be long
and bloody. Xarly in the month of July of the current
year, Sindiah appeared before the place. Contrary, how-
ever, to all expectation, it held out but & short time. It
has been imagined that the fears of the women, for the
preservation of their honour and effects, had inclined the
Kfjlladar.to pacific measures. Certain it is that Jehan-
gire Khan, signifying his readiness to negotiate, a
treaty was accordingly drawn up, and agreed to by the
respective parties. To Khadim Hassun Khan, eldest
son. of the deceased Nuwaub, a jaghire was allotted,
a,mountmg to a yearly revenue of a lack and a half of
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'l‘o the Begums were prmmsed au lmnou‘

R

N ) um, and to Jehangire Khan personal safety i

appears, however, that this treaty was very ill adhered
to by the Marhatta Ohief; for, on the place being
surrendered, the Begums and Jehangire Khan were sent
under a strong guard to the fort of (Gualior, and there
‘d.eta,ined in confinement. Thé young Nawaub, indeed,
was received by Sindiah with great attention, and
directed to remain in 'the royal camp. Sindiah then
took possession of the fort, and with it the whole of the
treasures of Afgasiab Kbap, amounting, as it hag been
affirmed, in specie, jewels, and valuabhe articles; to a
_erore of rupees.
The fall of Ali Gurh established le mmxsmr H-a,ut,hor»
ity on a firm and solid basis. Having before reduced
under obedience the greater part of the Doo Ab and the
conntries south-west of the Jumna, he now found himself
"master: of the whole of the possessions of the late
Zinlficar: Al @ Dowlal, with an acquisition of mveuue;
of two crores of rupees. ‘ ;
Intelligence of these important successes reachmg"
Delhi, Shah-Aulum demonstrated his satisfaction by
signal marks of favour. These were conveyed to the
prime minister in three hundred superb Khilluts, to be
distributed by him to the officers of the army. Nor
was Sindiah less liberal in his return. Twelve lacks
of rupees were allotted for the support of the king’s
household 5 and he, moreover, sent rich presents (o
court. ‘ ik il
About this time the prince Juwaun Bukht, the heir
apparent, then residing at Benares, forwarded to court
' a paishcush of one lack of rupees. This testimony of
attention afforded great consolation to the king’s mind.
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aous cabals which had so long disgraced his court, and
filled him with inquietude and anguish,

The départure of Mr. Hastings having occasioned
some changes in the British administration, perspicuity
requires that we bring under one head such transactions
ander that government as bear relation to the court of
Delhi, during the current year. Sir John Macpherson
succeeded Mr. Hastings in the chair. That gentleman,
equally well inclined with his predecessor to pay every
attention in his power to the king’s interests, took an
sarly opportunity of signifying the same. He confirmed
to the Shah Zadah the generous aid he had received the
preceding year, and through him assured his majesty,
that the British government would, on all reasonable
accasions, extend their aid in support of his authority.

On the part of Sindiah, Mr. James Anderson had
succeeded his brother as ambassador to that Durbar.
Major Brown, who had resided at court for some time
past, was now recalled.

On the side of Oude, Major Palmer, who had resided
at the court of Asuf Al Dowla the two preceding years,
was now, at his own request, removed. To him suc-
ceeded Colonel Harper, who took an early opportunity
of paying attention to the king, which he signified by
letters, accompanied on the part of the governor gene-
ral by a paishcush suitable to the occasion.

From these digressions we return to affairs at court.
After the capture of Ali Gurh, Sindiah repaired to
Delhi, where, on his arrival, his whole care and atten-
tion were directed to restoring good order to the
government, in all affairs, both foreign and domestic.
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. xst,er was appointpd m the supermtendenco of the
voyal household, to which his majesty added the vovern— ‘
ment of the fort and city of Delhi. |

Toward the close of the current year died Zabita
Khan, ruler of Sahauranpore, a man whose long and
_active life had been marked with a variety of alternalp
sueccess and migfortune.

Taken cowparatively with his father, Nejeeb Al
‘Dowlah, Zabita Khan appears to have been of inferior
capacity ; his | frequent’ rebellions, and the native
turbulency of his temper, had totally estranged from
him the king’s mind, and the account of his death was
received at court with indifference. j

Zabita Khan was succeeded in bis territories by his
eldest son, Gholaum Qadir Khan. He was a youth,
proud, cruel, and ferocious. His firdt act on assuming
the government was the expulsion of his uncle, Afzul
‘Khan. This nobleman was at the time advanced in years,

and admired for his exemplary manners, On  his
degradatlon Gholanm Cadir ordered hig effects to be
geized and confiscated. This bold assumption of the
‘government, without consulting the court, or petition-
ing for a continuation of the Sunnud, agreeabls to the

- established usage of Hindostaun, gave great offence
to the king. But Gholanm (adir, well aware of the
consequences, prepared to support his rebellion by open
violence. The fort of Ghous Garh wasg accordingly put
into a state of defence, and the means of assembling

‘& ocoosiderable force was afforded him by the covfisca-
tion of his uncle'’s property.

In those acts, Gholanm Oadir‘ exhibited the first
symptoms of that diabolical spirit which designated
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outrage to the miseries of a long and most unfortunate
reign. But previous to entering into a detail of the
intrigues of Gholaum Cadir, we must for a while carry
forward the affairs of Sindiah, and his operations with
the neighbouring states.

Intelligence of the defection of Gholaum Cadir
had scarcely arrived at court, when the prime minister
was alarmed by an account of the rebellious designs of
the Jynaghur prince. Pertaub Singh, informed of the
late transactions of Ghous Gurh, had at the same time
withheld his accustomed tribute. He thought the pre-
sent opportunity favourable to a design long enter-
tained of rendering himself independent. Sindiah
prepared to subdue him by force: but the advice of
the Rajah’s confidential servants prevented for the
present mabters proceeding to extremity. They, fore-
seeing ruin to his cause while Sindiah continued so
~ powerful in the state, persuaded Pertaub Sing to desist.
Their advice was attended with effect. The tribute was
gent, and an additional paishcush which accompanied it
appeased the resentment of Shah-Aulum.

Respected on all sides by the country poswers, this
fortunate Marhatta cheif now saw with exultation his
authority arrived at its highest extent. The factions
spirit which had been exhibited by the Mogul nobility
was quelled ; and Sindiah’s subsequent conduct toward
that powerful body contributed both to reconcile them
to his canse, and attach them to his person. Thus eligibly
situated, bad Sindiah properly appreciated his good
fortune, he might have secured a power complete and
unimpaired to the end. Unfortunately, however, &spirit

10



by whlch, at the first a.dvamce of lus authomty he had ‘;
been wisely guided. This deviation lecl in its conge-
quences to events of a most serious nature, and had well
nigh proved the utter destruction of the minister. But
in order to explain the causes of an acth which, in its
‘jexecutlon, was followed by a revolution in the state,
it will be here necessary to detail in a more particular
manner the nature and tenure of the Jaiedads, or,as
" known in Hindostaun, those lands which are appropm— !
ated for the support of the troops, i
in most of the courts of India, certain portmns of Jand
are set apart for the payment of the army ; these are
termed Jaiedads, a tenure which secures to the posses-
gor a sure and easy collection : they are made over to
the commanding officers, who, exclusive of the a,dvam
tages they derive from these assignments in realmmg
‘their pay, are moreover enabled to retain a nuwerous
" pody of dependants. These incr eased their consequencv
' in the state, and not unfrequently afforded them the
means of personal safety, when their turbulent ambition
led them to rebel against their sovereign. It was these
Jmedctds that the Minister determined to resume ; and
for the causes before mentioned, their resumption at
this juncture was equally dangerous, impolitic, and
unjust: yet did. Sindiah ~ persist ; and though having
the examples of Mivza Shufiee and others of his prede-
cessors before his eyes, he, with a pertinacity approach-
ing to infatuation, carried his resolves into effect. « (oo~
siderable murmurs there were, but the great force
of Marhattas kept up by the minister, prevent@d for
the preseat any open act oli’ hostlhtv on the part of



lu ﬂ&OI‘Oh howevar, ﬂred Wik

‘ gra,duauy prepatring, About thig time Narain Dass, who,
‘ since the demth nf Afmsiab Khan, had condu(,l,ed tlw
‘ dlmmssed from his mnploymem,, and his property, to
large amount, openly confiscated for the minister’s
use. The vacant office wfw f~onmmed on Shah Nizam
Al Deen. 1
Such repeated aots of dnjustice excited extmme
disgust. Rajah Himmut Bahadar, who had so emmentw

‘ment;, they resdlved on vengeance, The blow was i :

ly assisted the designs' of Sindiah, was not the last )

to ‘experience an ungrateful veturn. An account of
his Jaiedad, together with certain balances, said to be
due to the royal treasury, were demanded of him in the =
most peremptory terms. But Himmut Bahadur, indig-
nant al the control attempted to be exerted over him,
resolved to withhold all future support from his un-
gratelul associate. Quitting the court, therefore, he
withdrew to his estate near Bindrabun, and prepared
for resistance. ]

" "he downtall of the minister’s authority was acce-
lerated by a rupture with the Rajah of Jynaghur, against
whom 2 war now seemed inevitable. ‘

Pertaub Sing, though himsell of weak capacity, and
enervated by effeminate pleasures had nevertheless,
during o long interval of peace, inoreased the revenues
and extended the commerce of his country, He now
resolved openly to declare his independeunce of the
court; and having, as a prelude to his rebellion, with~
neld the customany tribute, he began to collect forces,
and prepare himself for the consequences. But, prevmus
0 enteringinto a dﬁtml of the war agamst JVnaghmn




Beg Hamdam. who bore a conmderable shax'e in thm.
war,  Mahomed Beg, the reader will recollect, had been

. sent into the country of Keetchwara, where having
reduced the fortress of Ragho Gurh, and settled the

affairs of the province, he remained in that station for

! three vears, Sindiall now ordered him to the capital,
where he arrived at the comwmencement of the eurrent

year. Ashe brought with bim a considerable body of his

Mogul troops, the minister received him ina manner

apparently cordial ; but dreading his power and influence
whilst at the head of an army, endeavoured to persuade
him to disband his troops. « To this Mahomed Beg gave
a positive refusal ; and the intelligence of the revolt of |
Pertaub Sing arriving at court, deterred the Marhatta,
prince from . enforcing ' compliance,  Mahomed: Beg,
who  retained in bis breast a deep resentment, was
vesolved, as opportunity should occur, of gmt,ifyi‘ng‘ it
to the full extent. He had since his return entered
into a correspondence with the prince of Jynaghur,
which was terminated by an alliance with that chief.
Meanwhile  Sindiah having made the necessary pre-
parations for the campaign, committed the care of the
capital tohis deputy, Shah Nizam Al Deen, and marched
towards Jynaghur. Partavb Singh, attended by a
numerous army, which he had recruited by alliances
with several of the neighbouring Rajpoot princes, wag
encamped on the frontiers of his dominions.-—The effect
of that disgust, long entertained by the Mogul officers,
now began to manifest itself to the detriment of the
prime minister. Scarcely was 'he arvived iin the
presence of the enemy when he received information
of a defection among his own . troops. The Mogul
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¢ ¢, /headed by Mahomed Begf Khan, had secretl
eiitefed into engagements with Partanb Singh, whose
splendid offers of money and employment in his service
at once gratified their avarice, and afforded them the
means of being revenged for the indignities they had
sustained from the Marhatta prince. Through the
agency of Rajah Dayaram, a treaty was formally drawn
up, by which it was settled, that on the approach of the
minister’s army Mahomed Beg and the other Mogul
{ords should join Pertaub Sing. Accordingly, attended
by their whole force, they, in the face of Sindiah’s
army, went over to the enemy. Astonished, but not
dismayed at this treacherous act, Sindiah with hig re-
maining force hesitated not to give instant battle. The
action which ensued was long and bloody ; but Mahomed
Beg Khan Hamdani having been slain by a cannon ball,
the Moguls received a check, and were thrown into
some confusion. Pertaub Singh, informed of this acci-
dent, hastened to the spot, and conferred the com-
mand of the Moguls upon Ismaeel Beg, nephew of the
deceased chief. Ismaeel Beg renewing the combat
with ardour, soon recovered from the disorder, and
restored the success of the day. But the event
would have still remained doubtful, had not some
disciplined battalions, formerly in the service of Afra-
siab Khan, at this critical moment, suddenly gone over
40 the enemy, by which the Marhattas were dispirited
beyond repair. The affair was immediately decided ;
Sindiah retreated from the field with expedition, and
was obliged to take refuge in the fort of Alwar, the
capital of his ally, the prince of Macheri. That chief
i'eceived the fugitive with cordiality and respect : but
the severe check which Sindiah’s authority had sustained

I



long hold hlS sxtuatmn at court. OQlleLtmg, tlmerefox*é,‘

the remains of his discomfited forces, he quitted Alwar,
 and retiring southward across t;he Chumbnl, repaired to
| Gualior, there to wait for reinforcements from Decean,

o Had the Jynaghur prince on this occasion made &
i propex' use of his vietory, it is probable the Marhatta
. influence in Hindostaun would have been totally a,nm-;
bilated ; but content with having cleared his dominions
ot the invader, Pertaub Sing, after first detaching the
Mognl force under Ismaeel Beg to besiege Agrah, which
place was still in the hands of the Marhattas, he himselt
returned to Jynaghun,

The fort of Agrah was defeuded by Lackwajee, the
\Iarhatt.a geuem! ‘he had with him a strong gwnson,
‘ wlm a.buudanco of provisions and evorythmg requisite
L sustam the attack. But the inhabitants of the city,
‘ mt,ally unprepared with any means ol resmtance, and
f“mmm\dated by threats of military exeeution, qune&ly
 submitted on the first approach of Ismaeel Beg. That
: clnef having laid the inhabitants under a severe contri-
- bution, now formally.demanded a surrender of the fort,
to which Lackwajee replying in the negatlvu, Ismaee!
" Beg commenced the siege.

L Our attention must now be directed to the dlS&"l’Ge
“dbl(, c;:tuzot,ion into which the king had been thrown by
‘fhe defeat and subsequent departure of the Marhatta
a,rmy from Alwar. Prior to that event, E:mdxah had
recelved certain mtullxgwce that the late deqermon of
the Mogul officers was owing to the mtx igues of Rmah
. Dayaram. Restless and turbulent in disposition, that
nobleman was contmually employed in fomentmg the




memmned wwh Pe' t”‘"“b S'“Qh hnd been eﬂ'ectod Smwx il
diah; in acquamting his deputy, Shah Nizam Al Deen,

with this circumstance, urged him to inflict exemplary
;puni&hrﬁeut’upon the traitor. His orders were obeyed ;
for having caused Ra,nh Dayaram to be arrested and ‘
brought to court, the ferocious deputy, even in the royal
presence, gave orders for the unhappy wruch to be
trodden to death under the feet of an elephant *, ‘

Al blmugh, by this sanguinary deed, the deputy evmced‘

a datermined spirit to support the Marhatta &Ubll(ﬂ"lty, ; i

the accounts of his master’s defeat and snbbequentf‘
movement towards Deccan, prepared him to expect
the most unpleasant issue. He accordingly put the
fort mid*city of. Delhi into the hest posdible state of .

defence, Of these precautions he soon found there = |
was sufficient need. Gholaum Cadir Khav, who,

a8 before remarked, had assembled an army, now

determined to employ it in the advancement of his i

ambitious schemes. In a few days he arrived on the
eastern bank of the Jumpa, and encamped opposite
the Pitzide] The Robilla chief, however, rested not his
hopes of success wholly on arms, He had attached to
hig interests a person of great influence, as well in the
councils, ag over the mind of the king, This man was
Munsoor Ali Khan, the Nazir |, who, bred up with Shah-
Aulum, had from bis earliest youth, been a confidential
servant, and loaded with a' profusion of honours and
distingunished kindness ; but, forgetful of the duty he
wa‘d his soverengn, or gratitude due to his benefaotm', i

* M&. Narrative of Aﬁl;,md Rezzi Khan.
TSuperintemlent of the Housshold,



HISTORY OF SHAH-AULUM.

ihe /treacherous Nazir joined in the intrigues ofk

" febel, By the advocates for the Nazir it has been
asserted, that hatred against the Marhatta government
was the real cause of 80 extraordinary a conduct. From
whatever motive it arose, certain it is, the Nazir was
determined to introduce Gholaum Cadir into the admi-
nistration ; and had accordingly sent letters to the rebel,
urging his speedy appearance to demand of his majesty
the vacant office of Ameer Al Omrab.

Gireat was the consternation occasioned at Delhiby
the arrival of the Rohilla army ; but Shah Nizam Al
Deen, assisted by Desmukh, son-in-law of Sindiab, pre-
pared to repel the invader. Unhappily for themselves,
they despised the force of Gholaum Cadir; and lulled
into a fatal security, were contented with detaching a
small force across the river, giving positive orders to
the commanding officer to make an immediate attack
on the enemy’s camp. Of this inattention they, in
the sequel, had cause to repent: the battalions, on
the very first onset, were driven back and dispersed
by the Rohillag with great loss; they pursued them to
the banks of the river, where, boats not being at hand,
many threw themselves into the Jumna and perished
miserably : the few who survived, ashamed to appear
before the deputy, dispersed themselves over the city.
and, as usual in Hindostaun, began to plunder.

The deputy seeing the disastrous posture of affairs,
and having by this time received intelligence of the
traitorous designs of the Nazir, prepared by a speedy
flight to save himself from the vengeance of the con-

queror. Accompanied by Desmukh, he withdrew pri-

vately from Delhi. They repaired to the fort of Bullum
Grurh, a place twenty miles south of the capital. Hira

.



Ly fﬁmentl‘v safe at Bullum Glurh, letll‘ed "rom thence m .
. Deig, which still ackpowledged Sindiah’s author 1ty Deg-

mukh repaired to his father-in-law, whom he joined in

the neighbourhood of Glualior.
On the flight of the deputy from Delhi being made
publie, Gholaum Cadir prepared to reap the fruits of his
. late success. He crossed the river with a select body
_ of troops, and went direct to the king’s palace. On his
arrival (agreeably to a concerted plan), he was intro~
| ‘duced by the treacherous Naziv to the emperor.  When
honoured with the customary khillut, Gholaum Cadir
‘preferre‘d hig petition for the investiture of the office of
Ameer Al Omrah, and concluded with protestations
o fidelity and attachment to his majesty’s person.
' Shah-Aulam, perceiving himgelf without resource, was
constrained, much against his inclination, to grant the
“rbquest of this turbulent chiet. Having acquiesced in
: ‘the demand, the patent of creation was ordered to be
got ready, and the Robilla with @ respectful obeisance

. petired from the presence.

| Though by compulsatory means Ghomum Oadxr had
thus attained the desired object, his power was by no
means securely established. Several persons well at-
tached to the Marhatta Government, ag likewise to the
king’s person, still remained in Delbi. These, indignant
. at the unworthy treatment of their sovereign, and pity-
ing his degraded state, rvesolved to make one effort for
the restoration of his authority. CAmongst others was
the Begum Somroo, who ati that time had considerable

influence in the councils of Delhi. This lady, wife of

 Somroo (a pame too well known %o Hoglishmen by his
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ous conduct at Patna) now commanded the
ned battalions which he had raised, and was, morever,
possessed of a considerable Jaghire.

As this lady will bear a considerable share in the
remaining transactions, we shall proceed to a concise
retrospect of her situation and progress to authority.

Somroo, a German adventurer, whom a spirited author®
has emphatically stiled * the bloody agent of the eruel-
ties of Meer Oossim,” after the ruin of his master's af-
fairs, retired into the Jaut province. He was there taken
into the service of the late Zulficar A1 Dowla, then in the
plenitude of his power. In addition to his disciplined
battalions, Nujuff Khan gave him the command of a
body of Mogul horse ; and, for the support of the whole
assigned him the Pergunnah of Serdhauna, situated in
the upper part of Doo Ab, asa Jaiedad. Somroo, previous
to his death, which happenedin 1778, married the daugh-
ter of & Mogul nobleman, whose family, from the un-
settled state of the times, had fallen into distress. This
lady, the present Begum, at the persuasion of her hus-
band, embraced the Christian faith. She received from
the king the title of Zeb ul Nisaa, or, Ornament of the
Sex; and, on Somrdo’s demise, was continued in com-
mand over the troops, and confirmed by Nujuff Khan in
the management of her Jaghire. In the centre of the
ruined province of Sahaurunpore, in twenty-ninth degree
N, latitude, and-about sixty miles distant from the capi-
tal, rises the small but fertile principality of Serdhauna ;
it is bounded on the north by the town of Berhauna, on
the east, by Nowlah, west by the Hingun river near the
town of Bernaba, and south by the district of Meerut. -

. *Captain Jonathan Scott, Hist. of Deccan, Vol, II,



ent, trom. north 10 south s tmrtyamx mlles, zm‘f‘;
Twent -four from east to west, An unremitiing atten-
i tnon m the cultivation ot the Tlands, a mild and upmght‘_\ ;'
admlmstmtmn and care for the wellare of the inbabit-
antﬂ, has enabled this small tract to vie with the most
cultivated parts of Hindostaun, and to ylald arevenue
of ten lacks of rupees per annum. The rivers ng,un
and Orishnna, which traverse this valuable Jaghwe,
. afiord an ample supply of water; and the soﬂ naturally
_ fertile, produces in abundance grain of all kmds, cotmn,
sngabcanu, ‘and tobacco. R

The town of Serdhauna, where the Begum venera 1y;‘- i

: rcmdcs, i of considerable extent, pleasantly situate l
and commanding a fine view of the mountaing of Hlim-
-meleh to the north-east, A fort ncar rhe town contains

| agood arsenal and foundry for cannon. Five battalions
~of disciplined Beapoys, commanded by Huropeans of
; dxﬁuent countries, and about forty pieces of cannon of ‘

vam‘ous calibres, constitute the force kept up by Begum

| Somroo, With these and about two hundred Huropeans,

| principally employed in the service of artillery, sheis
" enabled to maintain a respectable swuatlon among the
nexghbourmg powers. ‘ |

. ‘While the surrounding lands exhibit the effects of
de,solatton and distress, the flourishing appearance of
this Jaghire impregses the mind of the traveller with
gensations most gratifying ; and it is upon this principle,
that, deviating from the rigid line of historical precision,
we embrace the oppor tunity of paying a tribute desers
vedly due to the spirit, activity,and talents of this noble
lady.. Hodowed by nature with masculine intrepidity,
assisted by a judgment and foresight clear and compre-
hensxve, Begum Somroo, duriog tha various, 1evolut,mns




G \ﬂimn/olested and her authority ummpmred In the suc-

(,esswe administration of Zulficar Al Dowla, Mirza Shuf-
fee, and Afrasiab Khan, she was confirmed in her posses-
gsions ; and when Sindiah arvived at supreme power,.
he added to the extent of them by a grant of some other
lands south-west of the Jumna. In the war against
Pertaub Singh, Begum Somroo with her force was sta-
tioned at Panneeput on the frontier, and in committing
so important a trust to her charge was sufficient proof of
the idea the Marhatta chief had conceived of her capa-
city. Her conduct now evinced that that confidence had'
not been misplaced, and her spirited exertions in defence
. of the king's authority acquired deserved applause in
the breasts of all. To this lady, then, Gholaum Cadir,
on retiring from the presence, made offers of alliance.
Aware of her influence at court, the artful Rohilla en-
deavoured, by the most studied respect, to acquire her:
support in the extension of his usurped authority, and as-
sured ber of a grateful return on his part, and finally prof-
fered her an equal share in the administration of affairs.
The prospect was tempting ; but the Begum, well ac-
quainted with the characteristic perfidy of the Rohilla,
resolved to defend her sovereign, rejected all his
golicitations ; and to give proof of her resolution to-
maintain the king’s authority, she with her whole force
repaired to the palace, and declared her intention of
sacrificing her life in his majesty’s cause. Her appear-
ance gave great congolation to the king ; and some
other officers at the same time assembling troops, the
court began to talk in a higher strain toward the rebel.
Matters drew near to a crisis. Gholaum Oadir, baffled
in his attempts to acquire the Begum's support, when



med of what had passed, was inflamed with savagh-
i omg to his eamp on the opposite bank of the
;}Jumua, e thence dispatched a messenger to court,

dema.udmg, in terms most peremptory, the immediate
removal of Bomroo’s wife, adding, that in the event of
: inonmomphance he should prnceed to hoqmlme&. His
message having been treated with the contempt it de-
.serve,d ‘Gtholaum Cadir commenced a heavy cannonade.
upon the royal palace®, This was answered from some

artillery in the fort, from the guns attached to the

Mogul battalions in his majesty’s service, and from

@ battery which had been erected with great ex~
‘pedit,io'n by  Begum Somroo, Oonsiderable damage
was done to the patace by this outrageous insult; but
the king’s troops behaving with great firmness and

‘spirit, 16 is most probable the Rohilla would have been i

compelled to retire.  For the present, hov\revez, he was
daved by the treachevous machination of his associate
within the fort, The Nazir suddenly declared that the
'royal t,reafsurv Was exhansted, and refused to make any
 further disbursements for the troops.  This untoward
cireumstance on so critical an occasion, greatly embar-
rassed his majesty’s affairs; but, as the urgency of the
case required some immediate steps, the royal jewels
and several articles of the household were deposited to
Taise a sum of money, which was immediately given to
the soldiery. During this disgraceful sceng, intelligence
arrived that the Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht, accom-
pamed by a large army, was on his march to the capital,
Of this event the Nazir conveyed private information
1o (xholaum C‘adw and foreqeemg that the plmue’s ‘
A wa]

? %yucl Rezm Khan 's M. narrative.
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rongly recommended the Rohilla to make immad

svertures for a pacification, to which he doubted mnot
the King would agree. Notime was to be lost ; Gtholaum
Cadir, therefore, having signified to his majesty his
sincere contrition for the late insult, presented &
handsome paishcush in ready money, and, moreover,
promised to restore all the royal lands in Doo Ab which
he had lately usurped. To these offers Shah-Aulum,
who knew the insincerity of the Rohilla, would not have
consented, but, urged by the repeated solicitations of
the Nazir, whom by a blind infatuation he deemed 4
taithful servant, at length acquiesced in the proposals.
The terms being settled, an honorary dress was dis-
patched over the river to Gholaum Cadir Khan, who
immediately after receiving it, struck his camp, and
returned to Sahaurunpore. {

Scarcely had he departed when letters from the
Prince Mirza Juwaun Bukht arrived at court. In these,.
after acquainting his father of his’ rapid approach, he
congratulated him on the prospect now afforded of
punishing the rebel, and earnestly requesting the king
not to enter into terms. The intimation arrived too
fate. To account for the prince’s re-appearance at the
capital, we must now proceed to a brief review of the
ocourrences of his life.

The death of Nujeeb Al Dowla in 1769, and the
intrigues of the Marhattas having, as already related,
recalled Shah-Aulum to his capital, the Prince Mirza
Juwaun Bukht from fhat period continued to reside
with his father. During the various revolutions which
occurred, the prince, by living in a retired state, and

_forbearing to interfere with public aflairs, escaped from
the perilous situation of the contending parties. Bub



i uwaun Buk}ﬁ resolved t0 seek an aqvlum at the cou:t !
of Oude.  In the year 1784 he effected  his esc ape from |
the palace; and, accompamed only by a few persons, he
‘erossed the Jumna, and afterwards the Ganges, from

whence he repa,lred to Rampore, the capital of Faizoolah

- Khan®, He was received by that chief with every

. attention due 6o his high rank, and treated with profuse
" hospitality. At his departure, the benevolent Rohilla

directed a detachment of horw 0 acwmpan;y hm} to‘

. the vazir's frontier. i
. On his arrival at Lucknow, the prince w(m w(*éwe&‘ L

by the vazir and the British "ovu*normeueml who ha il

lately repaired to Oude, in order to make some arrange«

‘ments in the affairs of that province. At Mr, Hastings’
$uggest10n, the vazir was induced, mot only to extend
his px‘otectxon to the fugitive prince, but to allow him a

. provision of four lacks of rupees for the support of his
estabhshment and, moreover, furnish him with a house

and every suitable convenience becoming his dignityLi

On the governor's departure for Benares, the prince, o

. from motives of gratitude, resolved sto accompany him |

to that place, where an event occurred which awakened

his ambition, and determined him to return to his

father’s cou‘rt.‘ Hearing of the death qf ‘Afrasiab Khan,

the prince applied to Mr. Hastings to assist him with an

armed force, to accompany him to Delhi, for the recovery

of hIS authority ; but the gover nor, not deemmg himself

1 % i8ee 4 partwula.r detail of the prince's esea,pe, translated
from the Pergian laupuage, by Captain Jonathan Scott, at the
end of a very interesting  memoir ’\‘4[‘1“}&‘1! by M. Hastmgs, late)
governor-genoeral of India. di e ) | )
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rized to interfere in the politics of Delhi, 'Iig
g gsent. Mirza Juwaun Bukht, on the governor

d eparture for Calcutta, returned to Lucknow, where he
had not long been, when a visible alteration was
perceived in the behaviour of Asuf al Dowla. The cause
of the breach that ensued between them has not been
correctly ascertained ; by some it was alleged, that the
want of punctuality in the payment of the prince'’s
stipend, occasioned a sharp animadversion on his part
on the other hand, it was affirmed, and probably with
some reason, that the vazir was not altogether so well
pleased at the diminution his own revenues sustained in
granting the allowance before mentioned; but such
sentiments were surely unworthy of the vazir of the
empire, whose family had risen to power by the favour
of his majesty’s ancestors, and on which account the
prince ought to have been treated with all imaginable
kindness. Certain, however, it is, that the prince,in
sonsequence of the slights which he received, determined
him to remove from the court of Oude. [In 1785, he
repaired to Benares, and made another, though ineffect-
ual, attempt to interest the British government in
affording him assistance for the re-establishment of his
authority at Delhi. His application failed of success;
but Mirza Juwaun Bukht was assured that an asylum
for himself and his family would always be readily
granted within the company’s territories, and as his
highness declined returning to Lucknow, an order was
issued upon the company’s treasury at Benares, for the
payment of the stipend which had been allowed him by
the vazir. 1In a situation so eligible, Mirza Juwaun
Bukht, had he properly appreciated it, might have passed
the remainder of his days in happiness and comfort ; but
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inconceivable anxiety and the most bitter, though
unavailing, regret. Not, however, to anticipate our
narrative, it is here sufficient to remark, that about
this period Harl Cornwallis, who had been nominated to
the supreme government in India, arrived at the city of
Benares in his way to the vazir’s court. To him, the -
Shah Zada in the most pressing manner, renewed his’
solicitations for assistance from the Hnglish; but Harl
‘Oornwallis, adopting the same line of conduct as his
predecessors, was compelled to give a decided negative
‘to his requests. The governor-general*, however, from
motives highly to be commended, seriously advised the
prince to remain where he was ; he assured him that the
respect entertained by the British government towards
his illustrious house, would ever be evinced, by render-
ing his highness such assistance as did not militate
against the general line of policy which they had
adopted in their concerns with the princes of Hin-
dostaun, and, finally, his lordship concluded with observ-
ing to his highness, that the company’s territories would
always afford him a safe and honourable asylum.

Soon after this conference, the governor-general
pursued his journey to Oude, whither the prince followed
him. By the good offices of Harl Cornwallis, an inter-
view between the prince and the vazir was effected, and
an apparent'reconciliation ensued : we affirm apparently
only, for the subsequent conduct of the vazir, after
Harl Cornwallis’s’ departure, satisfied the prince that
this reconciliation was pretended. Abandoned by the

* M8, narrative of Syud Rezzi Khan,



Yot Oude zmd ﬂndmg' he had m:\tiun«r to expect ¥ il
¢ Hnglish government Mirza, Juwaun Bukht now
 directed his whole attention toward raiging an army
‘ Hlmmut Baludur the Goshajen, md some other chiefs,
}mvmg offered their services on this occagion, invited
i the prince to a conference on:the plains of Bindrabun,
anithe nelghhourhcmd of - Agrah. By their assistance,.
e, in a short time, assembled a congiderable force, and
3 bemg at the same, time joined by the Mogul chief,
Ismaeel Beg, the prince took the road to Delhl. i
| At the close of the current year he arrived in the
neighbourhood of the city, where .he was met by his
family and his brother, the prince Akbar Shah, The
next morning he made hig entry into the capital in
great state, when Shali-Aulum, by the warmth of his.
embraces, testified the joy which be experienced on the
return of the heir apparent after so long and distressing
~an absence, T!xe prince was immediately invested with
\‘the sole management of affairs; and there once more
- geomed a prospect, of relief from that vexation which
the royal family had for a series of years undergone.
'Phe Marhatta usurpation .was overthrown, and the
rebellious chief of Sahaurunpore had lavely made ample:
‘submission : appearances so ﬂnttermg were, however,
by the machinations of an ungrabei'ul and wicked man
t00 soon overclouded, The Nazir, envious of the pun(,e 's.
‘ ‘authorlty, and constant in his a,tm(,hment to | the
 turbulent (xholzuun Oadir, set at work every engme to
SOW dissention in the royal famlly, and ahenabe the
i klngs wind from higson. , = .
D So.me davs after the pmmes atriva,], the Nazu', m

* It was at bhm time he wrote the letter, which appeurs in the
appenrhx, No. B ‘ i ‘ ; ‘ :
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Yig pa,rby, demanded in full Durbar the p'tyment oft
certain arrears, which he alleged to be due to the troops
from the royal treasury. The funds being at that time
insufficient, he well knew this demand would embarrass.
the prince ; but, contrary to expectation, the prince,
with much spirit appealed to his father, and declared:
- that as the assignments for those arrears were given.
during the Nazir’s administration, he alone ougit to be
‘beld responsible for their liquidation. To this opinion
the king not only assented, but in severe terms coii-,
manded the Nazir to desist. Though baffled in a first:
attempt, the Nazir was firmly resolved to try a second ;.
in which, much to the discredit of Shah-Aulum, he was
but too successful, Secure in the confidence of his.
sovereign, which he so shamefully abused, he had the
audacity to insinuate to the king suspicions of the
prince’s loyalty. On this occasion, he observed to his.
majesty, that the high pitch of authority to which he-
had elevated his son, would no doubt inspire him with
the design of rising still higher; and that, as the king
was now rapidly advancing in years, and consequently
incapable of vigorous exertion, the prospect of ascend--
ing the throne of Hindostaun was too seducing to be
passed over by a person even less ambitious than his.
son: that bis late efforts crowned with success, and
being at the head of an army, gave him entire and’
uncontrolled authority ; and these advantages were,.
when opportunity offered, powerful inducements, as-
“well as fit instruments, for the completion of his most
aspiring views. $ i
These insinuations, however unworthy, made a deep-
impression upon a mind debilitated by age, and obseured.



¢ ndcncv and misforbune. ’I‘he audacmus pmsumptxion‘
ot the interested servant | wasy Im‘gotteu, and an eye of
- suspicion cast upon the services of a fmt,ht'ul an‘d“
“hitherto-beloved son. i
| The effects of the Nazir's trea,chetv soon becama ;
"::a‘ppm'enb ~Mirza Juwaun Bukht, who, since his return,
. thad bestowed unremitting attention to the 1'e-establish~f
ment of good order and tranquxll:ty at the capital, now
solicited the king's permission to take the, command
of the army, and at the same time’ for “his ma;jesw t@“"”;
accompany 16 in person during its progress. e pointml i

‘-expectad‘fn)m his majesty's making a eireuit through
| the Doo Ab, which, he judiciousiy observed, Wciild
' .coutribute much to calm the mindd of the peup]e,
Lagitated as they had been during the late troubles; and
.give additional consequence to his majesty’s authom;r, |
now re-esw.blmhed under guch happy auspices. ‘
 This pmpoqal however salutary and wise, was, to
the a,stomshment of the prince, rejected by his father
wit.h the most frigid indifference. He now too plamlyf
pemenved that some secret machinations had been set
‘on foot to instil into the king’s mind the most base
qand unjust  suspicions; and, therefore, diédmining b
‘remain at court, where he was treated so unworthily,
he determined to remove to a distance, in hopes that
 time and absence sould contribute to efface such im- ‘
| pressions from his father’s mind,  Hayving obtained the
'king's permission to repair to Agrah, of which place he

. panied by his whole family and a small escort, quitted
_ ithe court, to which he never more returned. {

. out the propriety and good effect that L might be ‘

‘had lately been appointed governor, the prince, aceom-



CHAPTER 1X.

—Ismaeel Beg, who was at that time besieging Agral-
rst received the prince with the utmost respect
a,nd submission : but his subsequent conduct evinced,
that in his heart this ungrateful chief was actuated by
sentiments far different from the loyalty and fidelity
due to his sovereign; and perceiving the untoward
state of his affairs, he looked only to the preservation.
of his own consequence. The prince, compelled by
urgent necessity and the very low state of his finances,,
requested of Ismaeel Beg to adjust the affairs of the
province, and to make over to him a suitable assign-
ment for the support of the small force which had
accompanied him from Delhi, and who, from long.
arrears, had become clamorous for pay. The Mogul!
chief lent a deaf ear to his solicitations; and inflamed
with pride, accompanied his refusal with disrespectful’
language to the prince. Disgusted at this treatment
from a disobedient subject, Mirza Juwaun Bukht
quitted Agrah,and repaired to the camp of Gholaum
Cadir Khan, who was then in the neighbourhood of
Deig: but meeting with similar treatment irom.
that chief, and likewise narrowly escaping from a.
treacherous plot laid to entrap his person by the per-
fidious Rohilla, the prince now for ever relinquished all
hope of re-instating himself in his authority. As a last
mark of attachment and affection to his friends, he
disposed of such effects as remained from the wreck of
his fortunes, which he divided equally among them ;
after which, attended only by his family and a few
select adherents, with an aching heart he once more
took the road to Benares, and repaired to this former
asylum among the English. The generosity of that
nation again received him, and confirmed to him hig.



Llose, u, is only nu‘essary 10 mmmrk tha,t after gome ]
months’ residence at that place, he terminated hoth his
. life and misfortunes. The circumstances which attend-
ad) his death are par ticular®, About the middle of
| Beptember of the current year, he paid a visit to the
ghrine of a. Mahomedan saint at the fortress of Ohunar'

antd on his return appeared much Lxlmusted by the

}fat,x gues of the day and an intense hot sun. '10~

wards midnight he grew worse ; and though every
assistance was afforded  him, both 'by his own and
Huropean physicians, it proved of no avail. At/ the
dawn of day he arose, and in great agitation proceeded
to the apartments of his favourite comcubine, where,

on his arrival, he called for an infant child who was

asleep,but before the child could be brought he Was
attacked with violent spasims, and during a short in-
terval from pain, had just sufficient time. to rhcta,te &
lotter to the British governor-general, recommending

v‘hls family to the protection of . the Hnglish nation,

which being finished, he expired quietly a few minutes

_after, in the forty-eighth year of his age. His remains

were interred with every suitable attention and honours
due to his high rank. Agreeably to his desire, the

~ pension which had been allowcd him  was oontmued to
hig family. . i j

Mirza Juwaun Bukht Jehaundar Shah, though from‘

capacity not fitted for the busy scenes of active hfe,

nor possessing any talents for government, was never-
tlwless m‘eproachablo in  his private character an(l

L

g S Narratwa of Saiyid Rezzi Khan.

i
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/by all an accomplished gentleman. To hi

she was constant, and to his dependants humane
and benevolent. His domestic qualities and filial piety
have been already exhibited to the world by testimony
the most respectable™: and in his disposition he posses-
Sed, in an eminent degree, that characterestic amiabi-
lity, which successive historians have unanimously
attributed to the princes of the house of Timoor.

* See Mr. Hasting's Letter from Lucknow, April 1784.



Chapter X,

ARRIVAL OF RANAE KHAN IN THE D00 AB-—AFFAIRS IN
. oEw JYPORE PROVINCE--SPIRITED Conpuor or BE-
| UM SoMRO0--OCCURRENURS — ISMARHL BEG I8 DEFEAT-

ED-—JUNCTION OF THAT CHIEF WITH CGtuoraum CADIR -

KuAN—THEIR INTRIGUES —~SHAH-AULUM 18 DETHRON-

) OUCURRENCES—(ONCLUSION. i
| Sindiah, who, as related in the preceding pages, had:
retired after his defeat across the river Chumbul, and
waited for a reinforcement in the neighbourhood of

Gualior. The new levies being arrived from Deccan

. at the commencement of the current year, he, at their
head, entered the Doo Ab. The arrival of the Marhatta -

 chief, while it encouraged the king to hope for relief
from his distresses, at the same time, awakened the
fears of the Mogul lords, who were well aware that their
late conduct towards their sovereign would ‘not be
passed over with impunity. They connected them-
gelyes, therefore, by firmer bonds, and prepared to resist
the Marhatta arms, j ‘

Ismaeel Beg still lay before Agrah, but from the!
active vigilance of Lukwajee, the Marhatta general,
he had bitherto made but slow progress in the siege of
that place. During these trangactions, aftairs at court
had assumed a different aspect ; Shah-Aulum quitting

| Delbi, marched his army into the province of Jynaghur.
Pertaub Sing, ruler of that country, in omitting to send
to court the accustomed tribute, evinced his disaffec-
tion to the royal cause, and excited the resentment.
of the court. Pertaub Sing assembled his army on the
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outiers, and appeared disposed to resist; but on t

persuasxon of Rajah Himmut Bahadur, induced to offer
terms of submission. The latter chief, who had great
influence with the king, had the address to oppose his
anger, and by promising, on the part of Pertaub Sing,
a congiderable sum in ready money, and a future increase
of the tribute, he prevailed on his majesty to pardon
hig disaffection. As the king’s necessities were then
very great, these concessions were accepted without
difficulty, and, to complete the reconciliation, the
Jynaghur prince was introduced into the royal camp,
cloathed in a splendid khillut, and, afterwards, in an
honourable manner, dismissed to his own capital.
These matters being arranged, Shah-Aulum proceed-
ed on his route, and on his march continued to receive
the submission of variousinferior Zemindars, who, from
their remote situation, had been enabled to withhold
payment of the revenues, and, for a series of years,
to bid deflance to the court with impunity. One dis-
contented chief alone still withheld his allegiance ;
Nujuft Qooli Khan, who, it may be remembered, took
an active part during the administration of the late
Afrasiab Khan, was at this time in possession of the
strong fort of Gocul Gurh. When summoned to sur-
vender himself to Shah-Aulum, he peremptorily refused
submission, and prepared himself for a vigorous resist-
ance. Prior to the commencement of hostilities, an
effort was made through the influence of the Nazir
to effect an amicable accommodation ; by his advice
Nujuff Cooli Khan offered, if his majesty would condes-
cend to confer upon him the vacant office of Ameer Al

Omrah, to which, from his birth and connections, he
11 \

sach of the king's troops, he was, through the

.
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but, moreover, forward to oourt, a Pmshcush ‘o‘f,six
/ lacks of rupees; he concluded his proposal by t»bserv»
‘mg, that such a mark of the royal favour was the only
. means of preserving him from the resentment of his
_numerous and inveterate enemies who were. bent on
. hig total overthrow. These proposals were laid before
@ council assembled at that time, and the king,
from a desire of preserving peace, would have aaeeded
to the terms prescribed, but some leading men in
the eouncil inclined his majesty to other measures’s they
represented Nujuff Opoli Khan as & man void of honmxr
or prmclpl@, whose premmt proposalg WPlf‘ﬁ only a

. .cover to demgns of a more ambitious nature, ‘and

dictated bv the most insidious policy, that, when once
o firmly ‘established, in the high office of Ameer Al
. Omrah, and beyond the power. of eontrol, he would
- then treat hig sovere eign with his aceustomed ingolence
'-and dwre%pect, they, therefore, urged his apeedy
‘ehast.xsemant Swaved by Lhose councils, the king,
having first dismissed the mesaengm of Nujufi Oooli
. Khan, (-ommanded an . immediate investiture of the
‘mrt, The royal army at this time 'was composed of
‘several battalions of Najeebs, the body guard, called
the red battalion; a very considerable body of Mogul
hm%e and thme diseiplined battalions of 8epoys, whick
had belonged to the late Somroo, and were then com-
'manded by his Begum in person, and furnished with »
respectable artillevy served by Muropean cannoneers.
The head-quarters of Nujutf/Cooli Khan were at a village
about one mile distant from the fort. The remainder
of his force, under the command of Munsoor Khan, were



@/ in Gooul Gurh, The rebe& ‘entrenchments
Weing: ",rbngly fortifled, his majesty divected Rajah
H:mmut Bahadur and Shal Meer Ixhan, with a chosen
detachmént to erect batteries againgt the vxllaga and
‘with the& remainder of his army, he, in person, invested
ithe fort of Gocul Gurh,  The batteries of Himmut
Bahadur soon commenced a vigorous fire upon Nujuft
‘Uooli Khan’s intrenched post, but at the moment of
makmg an evident impression, an' unfortunate aceident
-oceurred, which not only changed the face of a,ﬁ’atrs,j
‘but brought the kmgs person into the most 1mmmentf
g)erll < il

'I‘hc, officers who gerved in the camp of Himmut

zBa,ha.dur, disgusted at their absence from their com. =

wades in the grand army, and harrassed by incessent
-duty in the trenches, forgot the danger of their situa.
tion, and abandoned themselves to the most licentious
‘excesd ; nor could all the ‘admonition or threats of
their commander prevail on them to desist: they passed
the whole night. in riot and debauchery and the sole
diers availing themselves of the pernicions example,
indulged themselves in similar excess. Nujufi Cooli
Kllan, who was equally brave as vigilant, informed by
‘hig spies of what Wwas transacting, resolved to profit by
the enemy’s neglect and folly; having selected a
Strong detachment of cavalry, he put himself at their
head, and, mm’chufg in silence out of his® entrenchment,

he fell with great violence upon the royal troops as
they lay buried in sleep, and under the influence of
their late debauch. A dreadful and indiscriminate
slaughter now took place, the lines were instautly
carvied, and a very large booty acquired by the sol-
diera* of Nujuﬁ 00011 Khan. The terror exeited by t.hm




yoing communicated to the main body of the king's:
army, they were thrown into disorder, and began to-
prepare for flight ; nor did the mischief end there, for,
to increase the dismay, just at the moment the lines.
were carried, Munsoor Khan, who commanded in Gocub
Gurh, by a preconcerted agreement with Nujuff Cooli
Khan, issued out of the town with a strong detach-
ment, and four pieces of cannon. Having, by a circiiitous
route, reached the rear of the royal army, he com-
menced a very heavy fire from his artillery; the con-
fusion in camp now increased tenfold ; everything was
uproar, disorder and dismay. The king himself was,
by this manceuvre, exposed to the greatest personal
danger, and the royal tents being within range of the
shot, many persons about his majesty were killed and
wounded. Tn this distracted state, the king was advised
to remove with the royal family, (there being at this
time six princes in the camp) to the Herawul, or ad-
vanced guard of the army, which was without the range
of the enemy’s cannon. To that spot, on the first alarm,
Shah Meer Khan had repaired, and was endeavouring
by hig presence and example to animate and rally the
flying troops. The king’s tents were accordingly
struck, and Shah-Aulum, accompanied by his family,
proceeded to the advanced guard. But the misfortune
was now happily remedied by the magnanimity and
gallantry. of Begum Somroo. That spirited woman was
encamped to the right of the line; her force remained
entire, unaffected by the general panic, and stood
ready in dressed ranks. On perceiving the extreme
confusion that reigned throughout the line, she bravely
resolved, by a personal eflort, to prevent the king's



¢ she aent, a respemfm mesisaga to hig. mmes‘
ittest) ‘,g him to repair to her quarters, and assured him ‘
of her determined reso},utmn to punigh the mbel on
perish in the attempt, At the same time, she, on the
field, wrote a short mnote, which she dispatched to
Nujuﬁ Uooli Khan, upbraiding him with his. mgrdtltude
towamq the king, and threatening him with immediate
and exemplary chastisemeut. The gallant lady* then
getting into her palanquin, placed herself at the head
| of 100 0f her own sepoys, accompanied by a six-pounder,
m)mmanded by an Haropean officer. With this detach-

ment, she proceeded to the spot occupied by Munsoor =
 Khan,and advancing upon the rebel with much spirit,
. she commanded her palanquin to be set down, and

. ordered her artillery to charge with grape shot; a well-
directed fire from the gun, assisted by vollies of small
arms. {from the sepoys, soon had the desired effect.
Mum‘oor Khan astonw hed at this sudden and unespect-
. ed check, began to give ground, and having lost numbers
of s ‘men, he retreated with precipitation under the
‘walls of the fort. The king’s troops having now time

to bl'ea.the, were rallied, under the direction of Hlmmut i
Bahadur and Shah Meer Kban; most of them having
u,e;omed‘ their standards, attacked the enemy in their
turn with gr.e;i,l; gpirit, when,after a short, but desperate,

o conflict, Nujulf Cooli Khan was compelled to retire,

but not before the gallant Shah Meer Khan had fallen,

plerced by & musket ball.. His loss was' sincerely and i

degervedly regretted by the king and the whole army.

Order boing once more restored, the king directed bis

T kents to be pitched ‘whieh done, he bethought of bestown

mga suxta,ble rewurd to the gallant female who had__
* M 8. narratlve of Saiyid Rezzi Kha, :
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grese °l~ved him from imminent destruction. Havin I;J
et her to the Darbar, in the warmest terms he praised
““her gallantry, and thanked her for the service she had.
tll@t day rendered him ; he cloathed herin a magnificent,
vest, and, in addition to her former titles, honoured her-
with the appellation of “his most beloved daughter.”
It was, indeed, by all acknowledged, that the intrepidity
manifested by the Begum on so trying an occasion,
merited the most honourable reward; to her courage
and resolution was owing, not only the safety of the-
army, but her sovereign’s life.

Nujuff Oooli Khan, dispirited by his late defeat, now
condescended to talk in a more humble strain, and
being well acquainted with the influence of Begum
Somroo at court, he endeavoured to avail himself of her
good offices to plead his pardon with the king ; he de-
clared his sincere contrition for his late intemperate
conduct, and offered as an atonement, a larger sum of
money than what he had before promised, with profes-
sions of fidelity in future. The king, desirous of repose
from the fatigues of the field, was not unwilling to
listen to these solicitations, and in a few days a pardon.
was made out for the rebel chief, and he was received
at court. The money agreed on having been paid into-
the royal treasury, his majesty returned with the army
to Delhi. .

We must now return to Ismaeel Beg, who was stilli
employed on the siege of Agrah when he received the:
alarming intelligence of the approach of the Marhattas:.

Sindiah, who, as before observed, hiad re-entered the
Doo Ab, baving, in the course of his route, recovered.
several fortresses under the Mogul chiefs, and reduced
them to obedience, resolved to hazard a general actiomn



Far thm purpom

i ‘hxs m'my in parﬁon. They advanced by easy marches
"‘Lowards the city of Agrah, lsmd,ee} Beg, previous to

| wn‘,h Gholanm Cadir Khan, and, if hoth parties had
 abided by the compaet, it is probable their umted foree
"V;i,;would have defeated the Marhatta army, and deatmyed
b the hopes of ‘nndlah, but unfortunately for Ismaeel
 Beg, his versatile associate, at this nnportant crlsin, it
‘f{"deqerted himi, and, mtuated either by caprice mr' |
treachewus de%lwn, marc}wd away with his whole force,~ !

| just as the Marhatta army appeared in sight.! Thus
~ abandoned, Ismaeel Beg did not yield to the dictates
of despondency or pusillanimous fear, but resolving, hy

L 1 own aectivity and  courage to counterbalance the
i defecmou of  his unworthy colleague, he prepared
himself for battle on the 22nd of August, in the eurvent |
”,‘uyeaw undm- the walls of Agrah; a desperate action
enauwl and so well was the palm of vietory contest-
edy that both parties sustained a very heayy loss, but
_ fortune. mclming to the Marhattas, Ismaeel Beg was
compelled to quit the field, and almost alone to cross the
river Jumlm- he fled to the frontiers of the vazir's
terrlmry,wthe whole of the camp equipage, treasure,
Land armllery, fell into the hands of the Conquerors ;
‘a,nd Ranah Khan, on the ensuing mmmng, made @
t.rmmphanb entry into Agrah; which surrendered, after‘

sustmnmg o slege of upwards of a year. |

This vu-tory, the most complete that had been
gamed by the (‘ontendmg parties for many years,
‘ensured the aaacendancy of the Manhatta authouty,,

“rd his favoumte general Ranah Kimn,'; ) ‘V
| 6,000 sel«mt cavalry, and brought up the remainder

{their arrival, had strengthened lumself by engagements i




Jiad Ranah Khan availed himself of the ge 1
~padic which it excited, he might have taken immediate
possession of Delhi. That step would have entirely'
defeated the ambitious intrigues of the Mogul nobility,
and  prevented the degradation and disgrace of the
unfortunate Shah-Aulum, But previous to entering
into this melancholy detail, it will be necessary to
recur to the situation . of the fugitive chief, Ismaee]
Beg, and of Gholaum Cadir Khan.

Scarcely had the latter chief quitted his associate,
when he repented of his perfidy, and would have returned
to his assistance, but it was too late: he learnt the
news of hig total defeat by Ranah Khan, and
finding his force insufficient to make head against
the Marhattas, he deemed it for the present more
prudent to decline a contest.—Quitting the neighbour-
hood of Agrah, he suddenly appeared before the fort of
Ali Gurh, a place then garrisoned by Sindiah’s troops;
~by a wvigorous assault he carried the fort, and
obtained a considerable booty ; after leaving a body of
his own men in the place, he took the road to Delhi.

It was at this period Gholaum Cadir first formed
his resolution to strike a decisive blow: he saw the
supineness of the Marhatta army, and the defence-
less state of the capital, and being totally void of
principle, and heedless of consequences, he formed and
executed the bold design of plundering the imperial
palace, and dethroning his sovereign. In order to
facilitate the accomplishment of his plan, he previously
sent letters to his former calleague, Ismaeel Beg, in
which, after many apologies for his late behaviour
towards that chief, he faitbfully promised, for the future
to share his fortunes. To excite his compliance, he'



| Twith the hopee of motmg in thf’“ }udden W aml and
ﬂtreasures which were said 1o be deposited within the

i myal palace.f To these proposals, however uefarious,

Ismaeel Beg, though at the expense of his honour,
~ serupled not to yield a ready assent. He accordingly
«quitted the place of his retirement, and shox tly after
arrived in the camp of Gholaum (adir. He was
reomved with every mark of cordiality and respect,
‘aud the two chiefs, after making a suitable arrange-
_anent of t.heir force, commenccd their march towarda
the capxtal

| A Marbatta garrison, under the command of Hlmmut‘
‘Bahadur, still occupied the fort and city of Delhi. Budel

Beg Khan, Solemaun Beg, and other lords, were also
at this time about the king. The conspirators, on theu- j
qarrival at the eastern bank of the river Jumna, opposite

' to the palace, dispatched a messenger to court, demand+ .
Jdng, in ingolent and threatening terms, an immediate .
~admission to the royal presence.  Shah-Aulum, who was |

well ‘acquainted with the perfidious disposition of these
“chiefs, resolutely refused them entrance, and relying
-on the ﬂdellty and atmbhment of his nobles, hoped, by
their exertions, to defeat the traitors’ machinationg. -
But, alas, how miserably was the unfortunate prince
| deceived! Those very men, instigated by the detested
policy of the Nazir, entered closely into the views of the
. rebel chiefs, and, forgetful of the confidence and benefi¢
-ent attention of heir king, during a series of thirty
years, they hesitated not to abandon him in the honr
«of his distress. To this defection was added, likewise,
‘that of R‘ajah Himmut Babadur, who, by:‘a disgraceful
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_mecipitate retreat from his post, sullied his r L
o1/ as a soldier, and his loyalty as a subject. ‘

Shah-Aulum was thus left in a defenceless state; and
every obstacle being removed, Gholanm Cadir Khan-
and his wicked associate proceeded to the perpetrationof
their atrocious design. Two thousand Rohillas accom-
panied the traitors : on their arrival at the palace, they
were met by the Nazir, who introduced them into the:
king’s presence. Gholaum Cadir and Ismaeel Beg, .
placing themselves on each side the throue, performed
the customary reverence. Gholaum Oadir then repre--
sented to his majesty, that, forced by the machinations.
~of his enemies, who had slandered his reputation by
calumnious charges, he had come to vindicate himself
in the presence.

Shah-Aulum, in reply, declared himself satisfied with
the conduct of Gholaum Cadir in every point of view ;:
and, in testimony of his esteem, embraced the traitor.
It was then hinted to the Kking, that the hour for his.
usual repast being arrived, it would be proper for his.
majesty to retire into the Harem. On his majesty’s.
departure, the chiefs, who remained in the audience-
chamber, entered into close debate on the execution
of their plot. Agreeably to the advice of the Nazir,
the treasurer of the household, Seetul Dass, was direct-
ed to repair to the king, and acquaint him of the-
necessity which existed of a prince of the royal family
being immediately appointed to attend the army in a.
progress through the provinces; that Gholaum Cadir
would charge himseli with the conduct of the war
against the Marhattas; and that, as a pledge for hig:
own honour and safety, the command of the citadel and
garrison should be immediately delivered up to such.



i ‘ quiat the klng o apprehenamns and evmcc \‘ Lher i

: m emty ot his own intentions, the wafty Rohilla with

i “'his owrn hand fmmed a treaty, in which, as a Teturn, for
ithe Lonﬂdenoe that was repusc,d in hun, t.he traitor

4 mhe king against all opposition.
The tr eaty bemg properly signed, Seetul I)a,sra carr md.

‘solemnly swore 1o defeud the pemon and xm.erests ui“ "

i n, to the oubwm*d inclosure of the Harem, Where it was

"dehvered to an attendant, who conveyed it to his.
majesty. The king having perused it, the treasurer |
was called in. That nobleman, hmnul to his kx‘ :
| frankly told him t,lmt no reliance could be placed on the
notorious perfidy of the Rohilla chief, He mentmned '
the cabals of the rebels in terms sorrowful and indi gnm\t bl

i and a8 a testlmonv of hig own loyalty, he offered to

returu 'md put CGtholaum Cadir Khan to mstﬂmt death,

To induce a complmnve with his request, the treasurer .
‘urged that there was still a sufficient force within the i

‘ ‘pztlace to support the act, and expel the traitor's troops,
But, the king, by some unaccountable infatuation®
refused };«13“%,1‘;@1011 to the deed, though: it was the
only probable means of extricating himself from his .
perilous situation. He rejected the proposal, and direet-
ed the txe‘asurer to return to the rebels, and acquaint
them with his acquiesc ence to the terms of the treaty. :
: Mﬁd,nwlllle, great numbers of the Rohillas who had
entered the palace, penetrated in a tuwmultuous, and
disorderly manner into every part; nor was any step
taken by their ahwl’s to repel the outrages they com-
‘m:tted Eahah Aulum, informed of the circumstance,i
came forth from the Harem, and going to the andi-
| 'enoe o]mmbar, re,que%hed of (:holaum Cadir that he :

v
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¥oul j after placing the proper sentinels withid
ort; order ‘the remainder of his troops to withdraw.
‘The traitor professed obedience; but had no sooner
‘reached the outer gate of the fort, than, instead of
making the proposed arrangement, he gave the signal
for the remainder of his guards to enter, which they
JAnstantly did ; and in a few moments, the fort and palace,
as well as the adjoining fort of Selim Gurh, were in
(possession of the rebels.

The king’s guards were now disarmed, and their
-officers put into close confinement. This additional in-
-sult being reported to the king, he directed an atten-
«dant to go to Gholaum Cadir, and in strong terms to
-remonstrate and reproach him for his conduct.-—*The
-ink*,” said the unhappy monarch, * with which the solemn
“treaty was written is scarce yet dry, when he breaks
-his faith.,” The remonstrance proved of no avail ; for
the rebel having confined every person who might
'be able to assist the king, proceeded to the perpetra-
tion of a.(lditioncmlindiomtuﬂ Entering armed into the
-audience chambel he insolently demanded assugnments
for the payment of bis troops, who were then clamorous
Aor their arrears. The king in vain pleaded his total
«inability to afford any relief, but told the rebel to seize
aapon whatever he thought proper within the pre-
-cincts of the palace. After much altercation, and a
-disgraceful scene, the unfortunate Shah-Aulum was
ypermitted to return to his Harem, to ruminate on his
‘miserable and degraded state,

The plan now approached its termination. ~ Harly on
the ensuing morning, the rebels in concert, at the head

* M 8. narrative of Saiyid Rezzi Khan.

f



audience chamber where Shah Aulum was sitting:.
Oompletely surrounding the throne, they sternly com-
manded the princes of the royal family who were pre--
sent to retire within the Harem.—They obeyed.—
Gholaum CQadir then dispatched a messenger to the-
fort of Selim Gurh, which is contiguous to the palace,
to bring forth Bedar Shah, a son of the late emperor
Ahmad Shab. The traitor then approached the throne,.
and took up the shield and scymitar, which, as emblems
of royalty, were placed on a cushion before the king =
these he consigned to the hands of an attendant, and
turning towards Shah-Aulum, sternly commanded him to.
descend ; “ Better,” said the aged monarch, “ far better
will it be for Gholaum Qadir to plunge his dagger in
my bosom, than load me with such indignity;” the
Rohilla, frowning, put his hand to his sword, but the:
. Nazir at the instant, stepping up, prevented him from
drawing it. With unblushing effrontery he then turned’
towards his sovereign, and audaciously told him, that
resistance being vain, he would do well to, comply
with the traitor’s demand. Abandoned by all, the king
then rose from his seat and retired to the Harem, and a
few minutes after Bedar Shab made his appearance ;—
he was saluted by the rebels as emperor of Hindos-
taun, under the title of Jehaun Shal, and the custorm-
ary Nazars having been presented, the event was pro-
claimed to the citizens of Delhi by the sound of trumpets.
and the acclamations of the populace, !

In return for these important services, the new king
delivered to Gholaum Cadir an order upon the revenues
for thirty-six lacks of rupees, a grant in appearance
considerable,. but, in fact, of no real value, as the:



»“murbances, had totaily drled up every source of reve~“
‘nue ov emolument, and the usurper, though declared sole ‘
mmager of affairs, could hope to procure wealth only ‘
. by.extortion. The famlly of the dethroned kmg wWere
‘mow directed to retire within the fort of Selim Gurh,
‘land those of Jeliaun Shal to oceupy their apartments ‘
"“in the palace. Jehaun Shah, however, too soon found

. himself an idle pageant, in the hands of his pretended
| “lnends. On applying to Gholaum Oadir to accompany
" him on a visit to the great cathedral, to receive the
royal investiture with the accustomed soleminity in the
‘eyes of the people, the tyrant answered, that the time
.proper for suvh ceremony was not yet come, and thebt.
business of greater moment first demanded his atten-
tion; in the meantime great distresy prevailed withio
i the wallu of the Harem, and the cries of fe*malas were
‘heard ‘aloud. | ‘
. The next step taken by the rebellious chiefs,' was |
_ torsend a party of soldiers to the palace of the two
_ aged princesses, Malika Zimani, and Sahiba Mahal,
| These ladies were tlie widows of the deceased emperor
Mohammad Shah, and had, for more than twenty years,
lived in @ manner entirely secluded from the world As
they were known, not only very rich, but to pogse»sq con-
‘giderable influence over the royal family, they were
now ordered to court, and, on their arrival, directed to
visit the Harem, and persuade the females there con-
fined, quitely to deliver up their jewels and valuable
‘eflects. The office was invidious. Wb
gome persons in Delhi have not scmpled to afﬁrm,
that the princesses refused compliance with the order,
‘and pleaded their-advanced age and high rank as reasons
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clining the office ; but, on the other hand, they as L i
‘adetsed of having encouraged the usurper, and to have
-endeavoured, by intrigue, to form a secret treaty to
raise to the throne a relation of their owt. QCertain it
is: they visited the Harem, but without the success
-expected, and, on their return, declined further inter-
ference; this conduct contributed only to exasperate
the tyrant. With inhuman rapacity he caused those
venerable ladies to be rvobbed of all their property,
which the benevolence of their emperor, in more pros-
‘perous days, had bestowed upon them, and they were
afterwards commanded to retire to their own habita-
tion. ‘
The thirty-six lacks of rupees, as before stated, not
coming into the treasury, Gholaum Cadir insolently .
threatened the new king with his severe displeasure,
-and added, in terms sarcastically poignant, that as he
had elevated him to his present dignity, he could, with
equal facility, deprive him of it. Perceiving the tyrant’s
«drift, Jehaun Shah retired into the Harem, and having,
*bartly by menaces and alternate soothings, constrained
the unhappy women to deliver up their jewels and
ornaments, and other valuables, he sent them in trays
to Gholaum Qadir. The royal family were by this
means, reduced to great distress; the cries within the
Harem became much louder, and their sufierings more
acute; and with sorrow we relate, that to so higha
pitch was it carried, that some of the inferior order of
females actually perished for want, or,urged by the
Dbitterness of despair, raised their hands against their
own lives. Insensible to the general distress, and un-
satiated with plunder, Gholaum Cadir Khan finding
he had nothing more to expect from the new king,



Fa.ml“l}, to t,hp audlenr-e chamber"on thetr arrival hea
stern}v commanded Shah-Auhim to: dizcover his. wn—
cealed freasures; in vain did the king plead his degmded’ |
sbabe, and the consequent inability to conceal even the
. smallest article. Inflamed by a continual debauch,
which had thrown bhim into a paroxysm of rage, the

‘tyrant threatened his sovereign with instant loss of

 sight ; “ What " exclaimed the suffering prince, (we qunte

| the literal expressions of a native author®) “Whatr‘
will you destroy those eyes, which for a pPI‘IOd ol slxl:y

years have been asgsiduously employed in perusmg the

gacred Koran 27 |

v Regardless of the pathetic appeal, the Rohma, with
chamcmnstw inhumanity, commanded his attendants:
to seize the king. Having thrown him on the ﬁoor, the
mromouq ruffian implanting lnmself on his bosom trans.
ﬁxed with o piognard the eyes of his venpmble sovm"ewn r
Qn the completion of this horrid deed Gholaum Qadir
ordered the king to be removed to a distant apartment.
’I‘he miserable Shah-Aulum, pale ‘and _bleeding, was
conducted to his retreat; there, in all' the bitterness
of augmsh, to contemplate on his now ruined fortunes.

mphatm, indeed, were the expressions of the same i

native author in relating the fallen condition of his
st)vereig’n ; “This wretch,” (exclaims the indignant hig-
torian) * this accursed wretch, has, in' one fatal moment,
darkened the bright star of the august Timorian family,
~and buried in' the whirlpool of destruction ‘the stately
vessel of 1mperial authm Lty i 'l‘he km however evmced

* MA. of Baiyid Rezei Khap.‘ L
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such a,ccumula,t.ed misfortunes, a firmness of

L resignatoin highly honourable in his character ;
a d/it may not be unworthy to remark, that the natives.
of Asia in general, probably from the principles of
predestination which they imbibe from their youth,
are observed to sustain themselves under misfortune,
in a manner worthy of imitation by the Europeau
christian.

Shabh-Aulum surviving the loss of his sight durmg
his confinement, solaced himself in contemplative reve~
ries, and in composing elegiac verses, descriptive of his
deplorable state *,

But from such heart-rending scenes, let us hasten to
relate the remaining actions of this execrable monster.
His next victim was the infamous Nazir. This man,
through whose disloyalty and ingratitude Gholaum
Oadir had been enabled to perpetrate his atrocities,
now most deservedly experienced the effects of his
perfidious conduct. He wag directed by the tyrant
to O‘lVe in an inventory of his property and effects,
and on refusing to comply, he was seized and put
into close confinement, when hig ill-gotten wealth
was forcibly taken from him, thus exhibiting to the world
an exemplary instance of retributive justice for his
demerits.

As Gholaum Oadir’s wealth accumulated his ava-
rice rose to a proportionate degree; and blind to the
impolicy of such a step, he refused to make an equal
division of the spoil with his guilty associate. Ismaeel
Beg, incensed at this treatment, resolved to abandon
him. He accordingly withdrew his guards from the
palace, and retired to his own house. From thence he

* M S narratlve of Salyld Rezm Khan See the Appen&ix No. 4.
12



‘ siom ot Iuture obedience and ﬂdeiity, and declarmg his ‘

e readmess to join the Marhatms i any measures tvward
. the tyrant's expulsion,

The supineness of the Ma.rha.ttﬂ, govemment :lurmg‘

“:“7_1!16 late disgraceful transactions, has been deservedly

‘mpx'obmed and is difficult to be accounted for on any
‘ prmmple of policy or advantage to the qtate. Indead

the unhappy monarch, from a strange cnmhmatmn of
| civcumstances, seems to have been forsaken by all ‘his
friends when he most needed their assistance ; and it is
. much to be regretted that the state of Bmttsh pohtlcs'
at that time did not admit of interference on the part
. of his old and, till now, faithiul allies. ;
Sindiah, when informed of the late tragical events,‘

" ordered his general, Ranah Khan, to march forthwith

o ‘Deihi, expel the traitor, and liberate Shah-Aulum from
Y e confinement.  These orders wera obf*yed th.h 8
 willing alacrity on the part of Ranah Khan; and he
. exerted himselt wu;h 80 much diligence, that fhe van of
i the Marhatta army was in sight of the capital When
| Gholaum Cadir Khan, awakened from his dream of riot
L and intemperance, received the first tidings of the ene-
‘my’s approach. Finding his situation in the imperial
pa.lace to be untenable, he prepared for flight ; but pre«
vmus ‘to his departure, he collected the plunder, and
takmg the new king along with him, with all the
princes of the royal family, together with the mfamous' j
Nazir, he quitted the fort by a private passage, and
erossing the river Jumna, effected his retreat to Meemt, |
a town in the centre of the Doo Ab, and disaam a.bout. i
sixty mvles from Delhi. i ‘ el
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the flight of Gholaum Oadir, the Marhatta gen
vaneed, and took possession of the city and palace.
His first care was to release the dethroned king, cause
him to be proclaimed in Delhi, and furnish him with
«every thing necessary for his convenience or comfort,
Ranah Khan having then placed a strong garrison in the
«citadel, immediately set out in pursuit of the rebel chief.
Previous, however, to that step he, by order of Sindiah,
afforded Ismaeel Beg a liberal supply of money for the
payment of his discontented soldiers; and directed that
chief to proceed to the districts of Rewari and Goeul
‘Gurh, whence he was commanded to expel Nujuff Cooli
Kban, who had beheld with indifference the late enor-
mities at Delhi. ;
These arrangements being finished, Ranah Khan
crossed the Jumra. On his second day’s march, he was
Joined by a Marhatta chief, named Ali Bahadur, who had
for some time past been employed in Bundelcund #, and
mow brought with him a body of 4,000 horse in support of
the general cause. The united force then proceeded to
Meerut, which was garrisoned by a strong force of
Rohillas, who still adhered to the tyi’ant’s cause. Ranah
Khban, not having any heavy artillery, was prevented
from forming a regular siege; he, therefore, drew a line
-of circumvalation around, and blockaded the fort. This
mode would, he apprehended, compel the garrvison to a
surrender, by the supplies from without being completely
«cut off : nor was he deceived in the expectation; for a
dearth of provigions ensuing, the Rohillas began to sus-
tain great inconvenience. Gholaum COadir endeavoured,
by repeated sallies, to animate his troops, and repel the

*A provinee to the south-west of Allahabad.
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ed a gallantv and resolutmn that would ha.ve doner
honour to a better cause. But finding all his eﬂortu
fruitless, and the g oarrison having now become mutmous,
| he determined to attempt an escape.

' Attended by 500 horse, who were still at.tachcd to hlm,‘
he, at their head, rushed out of the fort, and charged the
enemy so vigorously, that though every endeavour was
exerted to take him prisoner, he made his way through
the whole line, and accomplished his escape. But, at
length, his own troops perceiviug his forlorn condition,
began by degrees to drop off; so that in 2 short time he
was left quite alone; and, to complete his mlshap, his-
horse, exhausted by fatigue, sunk under him, and he:
received in the fall a severe contusion, This aceident
compelled him to take refuge in an admmmg village,.
'ﬂwhere, being recognised by the Zemindar of the place,
he was seized, and put into confinement. Infortnd,tton of
i ‘thxs circumstance having been conveyed to Ali Ba,hadm,'

that chief sent a party of horse, who conducted him into.
‘the Marhatta camp. On the rebel’s flight from Meerut ,
the garrison surrendered at discretion. '[‘helrhves were
spared, and the princes of the royal family were re]eaqed”
Arom their confinement, and under an hononrable Jescort
‘ onveved to Delhi. On their arrival, Jehaun Shah, ul’ber ‘
suffering severely for his short- llved elevation, was re
‘manded back to h1s former abode in the fort of Sehm
Gurh., ‘

On the xeducnon of Meerut, Ranah Khan 1ed his
}lrmv to ",ahaurunpore, which place, on hearmn the fate
“of Gho]aum (Cadir, submitted to the Marhatta authorify
'who, from that time, have remamed undisturbed masters.
of the whole pr-ovmce
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“Hoou/ after this évent, Ranah Khan with the ar

irried to \‘)e]hl, where by this time the Maharajah
Sindiah was ngewme arrived, and had resumed his
former authority in the state., The punishment of the
rebel was too remarkable to be passed over in silence;
nor did his guilty associate, the Nazir, escape the Just
vengeance of his insulted sovereign.

Gholaum Oadir, on‘his arrivalin the Marhatta camp,
was carried into the presence of the general; when,
after repeated demands to discover the place where he
had deposited the plunder of the palace, on his refusing
to comply, he was delivered over to a punishment
terrible indeed. He was first placed in an iron cage,
constructed for the occasion, and in this situation was

L

suspended in front of the army. After sustaining the

insults and indignities of the soldiers, his nose, ears,
hands, and feet, were cut off; and in this mutilated
and miserable condition he was, by order of Ali
Bahadur, sent off to Delhi; but, on the journey, death

relieved the miserable wretch from his sufferings : thus:

dreadfully atoning for the crimes of his savage and
abandoned life!—The Nazir, on hisarrival at Delhi, was
trodden to death under the feet of an elephant. '

The melancholy events passing so rapidly in review,
whilst relating the transactions of an Asiatic Durbar,
can afford to a benevolent mind little to contemplate
with pleasure or attention: but the picture, however
disgusting, may notwithstanding be viewed to advantage.
A British . reader might, on this review, direct his in-
spection inwards ; and while he execrates the insatiate
spirit and detestable ambition which can thus actuate
men to the commission of such enormities, he may place
before his fatigued mind the more pleasing contrast of



veuemt‘,e bhat, lmppy consmtubmu, wmch is fmmded upou ’
an 1mmutabie and immortal principle, thm 21 Bricmu
soverewn can do no wrong.
JiBoon after the arvival of the Marhatta army, bmdmh
! 'appom ted a day for re-instating the deposed king on the:
' throne of his ancestors ; and the ¢ceremony was‘,peviqrmed !
in the grand hall of audience with much pomp and
solemnity. An allownce was, moreover, assigned to his.
majesty of nine lacks cf rupees per annum for the support’
of his family and household, the superintendence of which
. was committed to Shah Nizam Al Deen, a dependa.m O
. the Mar'hat,ta Chief #, ‘

| *Whatever might have been the real intentions of Sindiah
' when he 'made this grant, in appearance so liberal, it cannot“ be
. denied but his kindness failed of effect ; and it may he affirmed.
| with justice, that from the character which this chief originally
| agsumed. of protector of the injured rights of the Great M‘og‘ulg.
he, in fact; became the oppres@or. Intent only on his own aggrans
i disement, and in effectuating his plaus at the Poonah Durhar, the,
‘ "blMa.thatta chief detained the unhappy king in an apparenrly
honourable, bub really rmsemble, confinement ; and during hts
own absence, he delegatpd his power to a erafty and desxgnmg
dependant, who permitted the king and his family to want the
Gommon necessarios qf life : a cirenmstance which inflicts indeli-
. ble disgrace on Sindiah's memory. Thig assertion wotld appear:
overstrained, and the circumstance, perhaps, too highly eolonred,
'were it not noforious to all Delhi, that out of the above sum
allotted in Jaghire for the king's maintenance, he has seldom:
i recieived more than §0,000 rupees per annum, and that frequently”
ill paid. To be convinced of the truth of this fact, the author,
when at Delhi, made particular inguiry, and was assured by a
nobleman of the ¢ourt, Syud Rezzi Khan, Colpnel Palmer's Vakeel,.
: th ab this was an actual fact;. This nobleman resides at the capitalk




he terrible ‘liuuiéliment‘ of Gholaum = Cadiv)

[ £ ‘,‘a order of our narrative leads to the situation ‘
of Ismaeel Beg. That nobleman, as alveady observed,

had been detached by order of Sindiah to reduce Nujuff o

Cooli Khan, at that time in the neighbourhood of Rewari.
On his. arrival in the district, Ismaeel Bog was informed
of the deatll of his anmgomst whose troops were then
under the command of his widow, a woman of masculine
spirit. and unbounded ambition. Well acquainted with
the active bravery of Ismaeel Beg, the Begum proposed
to him a coalition of interests; and, to excite hig hopes
of success in a resistance of the Marhatta authomt‘y,_
she. proffered him the forces and treasures of ber deceased

lord. 'The natural and hereditary aversion entertained

by Ismaeel Beg against the Marhatta nation, inclined
him, without much reflection, to accede to these pro-
posals. He accordingly marched his own force to the
town of Canoor, the place where the Begum then resided,
and Which was actually besieged by the Marhattas.
Notwithstanding every exertion on the part of the
enemy, he threw himself into the place, and endeavoured
by repeated and spirited sallies to prevent its falls
'qum'miua,tely, in one of those encounters, the Begum
herse]f, who with a gallantry and spirit not uncommon
among the females of Hindostaun, was accustomed to

‘o0 the part of the English Ambassador, as well as that of the
vazir, Asuf Al Dowla, for the purpose of dlsburuné. t0 his majesty
the sum of two thousand rupees per month for his privy purse,
(which is termed Zurr-i Khass); and this money, together with a

. few trifling presents received when persons are presented ab

©ourt,is all the lineal descendant of Timoor obtains for the supporh
of himgelf and his thirty children, residing within the precinets
of the imperial palace.
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resent in action, was slain by a cannon ba I_hjs
sfortune occasioned a defection in her troops to

their obedience of Ismaeel Beg, and which had, during

her life time, been kept within proper bouuds. The

~ principal leaders entering into a cabal against the Mogul

chief, agreed to deliver him up to the Marhattas, with
whom they had commenced a negotiation. But however
gecretly the treaty, on this occasion, was made, it soon
reached the- ears of Ismaeel Beg; and, he, to prevent
the effects of this treachery, was prevailed upon by his
friends to a voluntary surrender, requesting only a
guarantee for his personal safety. This was readily
granted him under the faith of General Duboigne, at
that time of high command in the Marhatta army, Some
few days aiter, Ismaeel Beg entered the camp, from
whenece he was sent off a prisoner to the fort of Agrah,
in which state he has since continued. While the
Marbatta influence obtains permanency at the court of
Delhi, it is probable he will continue under rvestraint, as.
that politic and wary people will never suffer so active
and intriguing & man to be enlarged. But should any
unforeseen event, in the hazardous system of the present
politics, occasion a decline, or extinction of their
authority, there is little doubt but this active and
vigilant partizan will again bear a conspicuous share
in the revolutions.

Among the numerous adventurers who have for a
series of years emigrated from the regions of the north
to the provinces of Hindostaun, few have possessed
greater military talents than Ismaeel Beg. Inured to
arms at an early period of life under the tuition of his
uncle, Mahomed Beg Khan Hamdani, he distinguished
himself on several occasions by his superior valour and

s



iy 50 lhd it ‘bn a feﬁiéw of his “cha,mcber | We exce]

bore in the transac,tlons af Gholaum Qadir, we musb
allow Ismaeel Beg the merit of an active, gnllant soldier ;
1o whmh by the unammuus voice of his contemporaries,
may be added that of an accomplished man, generous
in d]sposmon, and kind and liheral to hw fo]lowera and
dependants. | ‘ - -

Of the fate of the wmammg persnua‘ wlro shared in

the various tevolutxonq recorded through this volmne A
the Begum somroo deserms notice, The fidelity ex-]\ :
fibited by this spmted lady in defence of her soveretgnﬁ il

on various oceasions, merited a better return than tha.t“
which she was destined to experience, The echiefs iu

the Marhatta army had long beheld with jealous i‘n-i
quietude the influence she had acquired with the king

‘and Smdmh himself appears not to have been wlmllr

free from this imputation : for, though he cannot be
«charged with giving directions to degrade the Begum
drom her dignity, his not taking immediate steps €o
make reparation for the affront, must appear to every

unprejudiced mind highly to bis digcredit. On the other

hand, it must, with equal impartiality, be confegsed,
' that the conduct of this lady gave her ene‘mies great
advantage, :

During the whole of her admlmstmtlon, until the
period before us, she, by prudence and a circumspect
‘conduct, governed her territory with honour and advan-
tage. Her troops respected her valour,and her officers
yielded a ready obedience to her authority. An unfor-
‘tunate at,ta,ohment however, which she formed for one

ot those\_oﬂlcers, -oceasioned her severe vexation and

distress 'a,n,d, inconsistently with ‘her usugl pradence,

«



HISTORY OF SHAH-AULUM.

ad granted him her hand in marrlage. Mr 8

>v¥sau' a German adventurer, was the person selected ; -

i

ho, thongh a man of abilities, and who had rendered
essential service to the Begum in the management of her
artillery and other military concerns, was nevertheless.
of a haughty disposition and stern manners, which
unfortunately for both, proved the source of a disas-.

. trous event.

The Begum was strongly dissuaded from this step:
by her friends, and by none more than the king, who,
in this ill-fated marriage, scrupled not to predict the
total downfall of her authority, a prediction too soon to
be fulfilled. By the secret instigation of the Marhatta
leaders, the chief officers and servants of the Begum en-
tered into a conspiracy, and resolved on her deposition.
~—To give a sanction to their proceedings in the eyes of
the people, they invited the Nuwaub Zuffer YAb Khan,
son of the deceased Somroo, by a former wife, to accept
of the government as his just inheritance. This young
man, turbulent in manners, and of a worthless character,
had received, tbrough the bounty of the Begum, an
ample allowance for his support, ever since his father’s.
death; but his eonduct bad given her such disgust,
that she had forbidden his appearance at her own:
residence. He was living at Delhi when the ofter of
the conspirators arrived; undisturbed by any scruples.
of counscience, and not impressed by any sentiment of
gratitude or affection, he accepted the offer with avidity,
and repairing to the town of Serdhauna, in private, he
waited the event with impatience.

A few days subsequent to the Begum's marriage,.
she prepared to accompany her husbhand in a circuit
through her Jaghire. They had scarcely quitted the
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10 had been‘ P umtely lmna in t;he tuwa, now rushed
1011;& with a body of Marhattas, seized on the tosn,
cand  was proclaimed  Jaghirdar. Informed of this
ovent, the Begum endeavoured, by the most studied
‘attention and cogent argument, to induce her troops to
return to their alleglance, but in vain; long resolved
on their plan, they were heedless of her solicitations,
aud seized and counfined both herself and husband. This |
unfortuuate man pereeiving himgelf in the power of his
enemies, and digdaining submission, in a fit of daspera,«
tion put a period to his existeunce: and the Begum wasg
. then reconducted to her capital, only to behold the
rebellion of her subjects, and the elevation of hep'
ungenerous relatlve, to the Musnud.* v
After the settlement of the government at De 1hi,
Sindiah directed his attention to the subjugation of the
 different, Ragpnot states, who, during the late disturb-
ances and  frequent revolutions, had bu-ome in o great
measure, independent of the conrt. In' this arduous

Thﬂugh by this outrage, deprived ol hm authomty, fhe
Bugum passed not her time in ‘unavailing lamentations'; she hs agl
many fmemls, and' by their assistance, aided by the earnest
intreatios of the king, she wag in the succeeding year, released
from her confinement, and once more, though with cwnum%cmhed
authcwmy, put inpossession of her Jaghire, where it is the wish
of every feeling mind she may  long continue, Her attention
towards Ghose of our countrymen, who have ovcasionally visited
‘her twmbomeq, has been most hospitable and unremxttmg, and
among others, the anthor of this higtory is happy in having an
opportumty of addmg his testimony of osteem for the kind offices
afforded himself and his companions, dm'mg o forbnigh L’s residence -
near her hospitable mansion.
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2ndertaking he was assisted by the professional a L
‘an Huropean officer of distinguished eminence. Mr.
Duboigne, a gentleman formerly in the service of the
Hast India Company, had, of late years, upon advan-
tageous offers being made to him, entered into that of
~Sindiah, and on many occasions had contributed to the
-ascendancy acquired by that prince over his competitors.
M. Duboigne, whose acuteness and penetration enabled
him to discern the vast superiority which discipline
-pbtains over irregular multitudes, and the advantages to
be derived from the introduction of Huropean tactics,
proposed to Sindiah to raise a body of troops, cloathed
and disciplined, as far as the local and religious pre-
_judices would admit, after the model of the Company’s
HWuropean troops. The proposal was readily accepted
~on the part of the Marhatta chief, and Mr. Duboigne,
who had been raised to the rank of general, prepared

to carry it into effect.

In the course of the current year,® the first regular
“brigade ever attached to the Marhatta Sservice, was
raised, cloathed, and appointed; it consisted of ten
battalions of 750 men each, seven of which battalions
were regulars, denominated by the natives, Tilangas,
-cloathed and armed with musket and bayonet, like
the Uompany’s troops.—The three remaining . battalions
were Pathans, armed with matchlocks of a new inven=
tion ; their uniform made after the Persian fashion, and
the whole brigade, regulars as well as matchlocks, were
exercised by the manual word of command, as practised in
Huropean armies. To render the brigade more compact,

*The following detail was obligingly communicated to the
author by General Duboigne himself, who is now in England, and to
whom he hegs leave to offer his very hearty acknowledgements,
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thc tr oopa mwht be ready, on all oocasmns, for active:
gervice 500 cav alry were attached to the brigade, and
60 pieces of well-mounted and well-served artillery,
from 3 to 6 and 9 pounders.

~ Inthe succeeding years of 1701-2-3, the second and
thu'd brigades were gradually raised of nearly  equal
iorw with the a,ddmon of 1,000 Rohillas, for the:
express purpose of leading the storming pa.rmee; “The
force thus raised amounted, in the whole, to 24,000
men and 130 pieces of artillery, commanded by Huropean
officers of different nations, and directed by the enter-.
prizing spirit and unremitted perseverence of the general
who raised them. Their success on a variety of. the:

most trying oceasions proved equal to their expectations, . ‘

and Sindiah coufessed his obligations to Mr. Duboigne,
by reposing in him a confidence almost unlimited, and
by the cession of fifty-two districts in the Doo Ab, to be
appropriated expressly as Jaiedad, for the maintenance
of the troops he had raised. Aided by his exertions, he,
in the period we have mentioned, not only recovered
his former possessions, but in the end extended his influ-
ence to the. Punjab frontier; by a rapid succession of
victories, he defeated the Nuwanb Ismaeel Beg, Gho-
laum  Cadir,. Kban, the ecountries of Oudepore and
Joudpore, and Jynaghur; and, though he could not.
absolutely wrest these dominions fmm the last-mention-
ed  prince, he compelled him t0 the payment of an
annual tribute,

Towards the middle of 1793, his affairs calling him
to the 'wes of India, be left Gopaul Row, his lieutenant-
general, to manage his affairs in the north, and General
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iboigne in the center of his newly-acquired posse

is power may, at this period, be said to have reached
its meridian splendour ; his arms again acquired an
ascendancy over his contemporaries, and he found
himself the leader and preponderating chief of the
whole Marhatta empire—from the confines of Lahore,
to the sea of Cambay ; he possessed an aunthority almost
.unlimited ; while the firmness, energy, and activity,
which marked the features of his administration, at the
same time shed a bright lustre on his character, in the
minds of the princes of Hindostaun.

At the close of 1793, Sindiah prepared for his return
to the northward, with an intention, as it was supposed,
of pushing his arms against the Sikhs; all looked forward
to the future motions of this enterprizing chief in a
state of anxious suspense ; but while the different powers
were either alarmed by the fear, or excited by the
hope, of his appearance amongst them, he was suddenly
seized with a distemper, which termined his existence
at the age of 67.

His character has been already delineated by the
record of his actions in the preceding pages ; in conclusion
it may be remarked, that from the incessant perse-
verance with which he laboured to bring to maturity
schemes once formed for his own aggrandizement; had
his life been extended, he would, in all probability, have
become a formidable antagonist to the interests of Great
Britain; whose rulers were not unacquainted with his

_active spirit or insatiable ambition. He was succeeded

in his paternal dominions by his nephew, Dowiat Row,
who has not as yet attained any pre-eminence among
-the princes in the Marhatta states.

The few remaining years of the reign of Shah-Aulum



fsupport of hlmsalﬁ' und a numerous fa,mlly the duratlon ‘
of 'his: lite cannot mmermlly_ alter his situation: the |
fate of his family, and eventual successor, must remain
1o be recorded at a futurve perviod, but his reign may he
I 'more properly said to ¢lose when he sustained the fatal
‘calamity before mentiond. Shah-Aulum, nominal Rm-
peror of Hindostaun, is in his THth year.  His stature tall
and commanding, his aspect dignified and majestic. The
ravages of time are discernible on his face, and the
recollections of his misfortunes have impressed his
Jdeatures with melancholy.. His early youth was passed
dn  spirited, though ineffectunal, struggles, to restore
the diminished lustre of imperial authority, and his con-
‘duct, whilst contending against the usurped power of
‘Gazioodeen Khan, deserves great praise. But in the
greater part of his life, little can be found deserving
the applause of posterity. Irresolute and indegisive
An his measures, he too frequently rendered useless
‘the plans formed by his friends for the recovery of his -
-authority, while his excessive love of ‘pleasure, and
_infatuated attachment to unworthy favorites, contrie
buted to degrade him in the eyes of hig neighbours ‘s_md!f :
allies, and render the small remains of his dominion ~
‘contemptible. All his ministers, with the excepsion Of_
Nujuff Khan, were prodigal and rapacious in the extreme ;
they perceived the king's weakness, and, by flatteriag
his vanity and supplying bis extravagance, ensured te
 themselves an uncontrolled authority in the state, while
they abused the generosity of their sovereign, by com-
mitting every species of enormity and oppressive
wiolence. ; ; )



&hah-Aualum had improved a very good educati v
and reflection; he wasa complete master of the
languages of the east, and, asa writer, attained an
eminence seldom acquired by persons in his high station.
His correspondence with the different princes of the
country, during a very long and chequered reign, exhibits
proofs of 2 mind highly cultivated ; and, if we may judge
by an elegiac essay, composed alter the cruel loss of
‘his sight, he appears to have great merit in pathetic
composition. In the internal economy of his household,.
he is universally allowed to be an affectionate parent, a
kind master, and a generous patron. His trials have
been many, and it is earnestly to be hoped the evening
of hislife may be passed in a peaceful tranquillity : upon
a review of his life and actions, it may, without injustice,
be pronounced, that, though Shah-Aulum possessed not:
a capacity gufficiently vigorous torenovate the springs:
of a relaxed government, or emulate his illustrious
ancestors, he, notwithstanding, had many virtues com-
mendable in a private station ; but he unfortunately reign-
ed at a time when the royal authority was in its most
degraded state, and when great and shining talents were
‘necessary to render permanent his power, and curb the
licentious effusions of rebellious and disobedient subjects.
The Sun of Timoor, as a respectable historian® has justly
observed, is most probably set for ever ; and, if a conti-
nuation of the metaphor be allowable, it may be added,
that the decling and utter extinction of that angust family
was reserved to the days of the unfortunate Shah-Aulum.

Ta Captain Jonathan Secott, from whose history of Decean the
author is happy to acknowledge he has received considerable
advantage, in elucidating the intricacies of dates under which
oriental writers so constantly labour,
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AcCOoUNT OF MopERN DERLAI *,

Tur province of Delhi, agreeably to the description
of native geographers, is bounded on the east by Agrah,
on the west by Lahore, south by A jmere, and north by the
Kummow Hills. Itslength, from the town of Pulwul, near
Agrah, to the river Sutluj, is 160 coses ; and its breadth,
from the town of Rewari to the Kummow Hills, is 140 cos-
es. It is divided into eight Oircars, or principal districts,
namely, Shahjebanabad, (modern Delhi), Serhind, Hissar,
Keiroozeh, Sehaurunpore, Sumbul, Bedaoon, Narnoui.
These are again subdivided into 289 inferior districts,
yielding, according to the imperial register, a revenue of
Seventy-four crore sixty-three lacks of Daums |, or one
miflion eight hundred and fifty thousand pounds sterling.

In the year of the Hijerah 1041, (A. ». 1631-2), the -
Hmperor Shah Jehan founded the present city and palace
of Shahjehanabad, which he made his capital during the
remainder of his reign. The new city of Shahjehanabad
lies on the western bank of the Jumna, in latitude 28°36.
north. The city is about seven miles in circumference,
and is surrounded on three sides by a wall of brick and
stone ; a parapet rins along the whole, but there are no

-

®The following account of the present state of Delhi is
extracted from a journal of observations made during an official
tour through the Doo Ab and the adjacent districts by the author,
company with Major Reynolds, of the Bombay establishment,
appointed by the Bengal government to survey that part of the
country in 1793-4.
1 Persian MS. entitled Hudeeka ul Akauleem,
13
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unon planted on the ramparts. The city hait.ti;,‘luJ
ates: viz., Lehore gate, Delhi gate, Ajmere gate,
Turlcoman gate, Moor gate, Cabul gate, Cashmere gate;
all of which are built of free stone, and have handsome
arched entrances of gtone, where the guards of the city
keep wateh. Near the Ajmere gate is a Mudrussa, or
college, erected by Gaziooddeen Khawn, nephew of
Nizamool-Mooluk ; it is built of red stone, and situated
_in the center of a spacious quadrangle, with a fountain
lined with stone. At the upper end of the area is a
. handsome mosque, built of red stone, and inlaid with
white marble. This college is now uninhabited.

In the neighbourhood of the Cabul gate is a garden
called Tees Huzzari Baug, in which ig the tomb of the
Queen Malika Zemani, wile of the Emperor Mohammad
Shah g a marble tablet placed at the head of the grave g
engraved with some Persiau couplets, informing us of
the date of her death, which happened but five years
since, A. Hijerah 1203, On a rising ground near this
garden, from whence there is o fine prospect of the city,
are two broken columns of brown granite, eight feet
high, and two and a half in breadth, on which are
inseriptions in ancient characters,

About. one mile east of the city, is the tomb of the
celebrated Jehanarah Begum, eldest danghter of the
Hmperor Shah Jehan *, no less famous for her wit, ga.l-
lantry, and beauty, than for her filial attachment in

undergoing a voluntary confinement of ten years with
her father in the castle of Agrah.

The tomb is of fine white marble, uncovered at the
top, which was formerly filled with earth and flowers.
At the head of the grave is a tablet of white marble,

* Dow, passim.
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@t _9n inseription in black characters; the sl
' z\,/f‘\ ted at its corners with cornelians of diflerent
-colours,
L)‘yM,éé.ngly,ﬂgjgg 19
ot o B e s g &S
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In English thus:

“ Let no one scatter over my grave aught besides
“‘earth and verdure, for such is best befitting the ge-
“pulehre of one of an humble mind.”

On the margin :

“The perishable Fakeer, Jehanarah Begum, daughter
“*“to Shah Jehan, and disciple of the saints of Cheesty, in
“““the year of the Hijerah 1094.”

Within the city of new Delhi are the remains of
‘many splendid palaces belonging to the great Omrahs -
-of the empire. Among the largest are those of Oum-
mer-o'deen Khan, vizir to Mohammad Shah; Ali Mardan
Khban, the Persian; the Nabob Gazicoddeen Khan £
‘Safdur Jung’s; the garden * of Coodseah Begum, mother
to Mohammad Shah ; the palace of Saadut Khan, and that
of Sultaun Darah Shikoh. All these palaces are sur-
rounded by high walls, and take up a considerable space
of ground. Their entrances are through lofty arched
gateways of brick and stone, at the top of which are
the galleries for music ; before each is a spacious court-
yard for the elephants, horses, and attendants of
the visitors. Hach palace has likewise a Mahal, or
seraglio, adjoining, which is separated from the great
hall by a partition wall, and communicates by means of

*Of this garden and palace a most. beautiful and aceurate
ipainting may be seen in Daniell’s views in Hindostann.

e ey



An a.mple terrace. extended round r.he whole 0: ,each‘
particular palace; and within' the walls were bhouses
and apartments for servants and followers ol every
description, besides stabling for horses, elephants, and
every thing appertaining to a nobleman's suite. Hach
palace is likewise provided with a handsome set of baths,.
and a Teh Khana under ground. ‘ ‘
' The baths of Saadut Khanare a setof bf'a\mful TOOmS,.
paved, and lined with white marble; they consist of
five distinct apartments, into which light is admitted by
glazed windows at the top of the domes, Safdur Jung's
Teh Khana consists of a set of apartments built in a light
and delicate style ; one long room, in which is a. marble:
reservoir the whole length, and a smaller one raised and
ballustraded on each side; both faced I;hroughout w1t,h
white marble. ‘
Shahjehanabad is adorned with many ﬁne mosques,.
several of which are still in perfect beauty and repair,
The following are most worthy of deseription :

. Wirst, the Jama Masjid* or great cathedral. This
mosque is situated about a quarter of a mile from the
royal palace ; the foundation of it was laid upon a rocky
eminence named Jujula Pahar, and has been scarped:
on purpose. The ascent to it is by a flight of stone steps,
thirty-five in number, through a handsome gateway of

cred stone, The doors of this gateway are  covered:
throughout with plates of wrought brass, which Mr.
Bernier imagined to be copper. The terrace on which
the mosque is snuated, is a square of about fourteen

i Of this mosque, likemse, is to he seen a bnaumul painting
by the Daniells,
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¢ '.Wi.th marble, for the purpose of performing the
necessary ablutions previous to prayer.

. An arched colonade of red stone surrounds the whole
«of the terrace, which is adorned with octagon pavilions
for sitting in. : The mosque is of an oblong form, two
hundred and sixty-one feet in length, surrounded at
top by three magnificent domes of white marble
intersected with black stripes, and flanked by two
Minarets of black marble and red stone alternately,
rising to the height of an hundred and thirty feet.
Hach of-these Minarets has three projecting galleries
of white -marble, having their summits crowned with
light octagon . pavilions  of the same. The whole front
of the building is faced with large slabs of beautiful
white marble; and along the cornice are ten compart-
ments, four feet long and two and a half broad, which
are inlaid with inscriptions in black marble in the
Nishki character, and are said to contain the greater
Jpart, if not the whole, of the Koran,

The inside of the mosque is paved throughout with
large slabs of white marble, decorated with & black
border, and is wonderfully beautiful and delicate; the
slabs are about three feet in length by one and a half
broad. The walls and roof are lined with plain white
marble; and near the Kibla*is a handsome Taal, or
niche, which is adorned with a profusion of freize work.
Close to this is a Mimber, or pulpit, of marble, which
has an ascent of four steps, ballustrated.

* Kibla literally implies a compass, bub here means a small
hollow or excavation in the walls of Mahomedan mosques, So
situated on the erection of the buildings, as always to look
towards the city of Mecca,

L
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e he aeeent to the Mina“mm is by a wmdmg, &L
pase of an hundred and thirty steps of red stone; andﬂ:
at the top the speetator is gratified by a noble view of
the king’s palace, the Qutub Minar, the Hurran Minar,.
Humaioon’s mausoleum, the palace of Firoze Shah, tho
fort of old Delhi, and the fort of Loni, on the oppcmms

 banks of the river Jumna. | ‘

The domes are crowned with cullises of (mppm'
richly gilt, and present a glittering appearance from
atar off. This mosque was begun by the emperor Shal:

 Jehan in the fourth year of hig reign, and completed i
the tenth. The expenses of its erection amounted
to ten lacks of rupees ; and it is in every respect worthy
of being the great cathedral of the empire of Hindostaun..

Not far from the palace is the mosque of Roshun Al
])owla,, rendered memorable to the Delhians for being
the place where Nadir Shah beheld the maseacre of the
unfortunate inhabitants. The cause assigned by histo-
rians for this inhuman act is, that a sedition broke out
in the great market place, in which two thousand Pers
sians were glain. Nadir, on hearing of the tumult,.
marched out of the fort at night with a small force to
the Musjid of Roshun Al Dowla, where he was fired.
upon in the morning from a neighbouring terrace, and.
an officer killed close by his side. He instantly ordered
an indiscriminate slaughter of the inhabitants ; and his.
squadrons of cavalry pouring through the streets before
the afternoon, put to death an hundred thousand.
persons of all descriptions.

“ The king of Persia,” says the tranglator® of Wirishta,
sat, during this dreadful scene, in the Masjid of Roshun

Rl e

¥ Qolonel Dow,
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! (@cyﬁv : none but slaves durst come near him, for I i

utenance was dark and terrible. At length, the
unfortunate emperor *, attended by a number of his
chief Omrahs, ventured to approach him with downecast
eyes. The Omrahs, who preceded Mohammad, bowed
down their foreheads to the ground. Nadir Shah sternly
asked them what they wanted ; they cried out with one
voice, ‘ Spare the city.’” Mohammad said not a word, but.
tears flowed fast from his eyes: the tyrant, for once
touched with pity, sheathed his sword, and said, ‘For
the sake of the prince Mohammad, 1 forgive.'”

Since this dreadful massacre, this quarter of Delhi
has been but very thinly inhabited. The mosque of
Roshun Al Dowlah is situated at the entrance of the
Chandney Chouk, or market ; it is of the common size,
built of red stone, and surmounted by three domes,
richly gilt.

Zinut ul Musajid, or the ornament of mosques, is
on the banks of the Jumna, and was erected by a
daughter of Aurengzeeb, of the name of Zinat ul Nissah.
It is of red stone, with inlayings of marble, and has a
spacious terrace in front, with a capacious reservoir
faced with marble. The princess who built it, having
declined entering into the marriage st.ate; laid out &
large sum of money in the 'above mosque, and on its
completion, she built a sepulchre of white marble,
surrounded by a wall of the same, in the west corner
of the terrace. Here she was buried in the year of the
Hijerah 1122, corresponding to the year of Ohirst, 1710.
There were formerly lands allotted for the support
and repairs of this place, amounting to a lack of rupees

* Mohammad Shah,



Epnum, but t,hey have 1ong since been ‘config
g the troubles this city has undergone, mxcluswe
of the mosques afore mentioned, there ave, in Shah-
jehanabad and its environs, above forty others; but as
most of them are of inferior size and beauty, Land all of
them of a similar fashion, it is unneceqsary 1o pwsenr.‘
any farther detail. e
The modern ¢ity  of Shahjehanabad is rcbulll;, and
containg many good houses, chiefly of brick ; the streets
are, in general, narrow, as is usual in mosgt’ of the large
cities in Asia ; but there were formerly two very noble
streets, the first leading from the palace gate, through the
©ity, to the Delhi gate, in a direction north and south,
This street was broad and spacious, baving handsome
houses on each gide of the way, and merchants' shops
well furnished with a variety of the richest articles.
‘Shah Jehan caused an agueduct of red stone to be made,
which conveyed the water the whole length of the
‘street, and from thence, by a reservoir under ground,
into the royal gardens.—Remains of this aqueduct are
g6ill to be seen, but it is in most parts choaked up
with rubbish. The second grand street entered in the
same manner, from the palace to the Lahore gate,
lying east and west; it was equal in all respects to
the formers: but in hoth of them the inhabitants have
spoiled the beauty of their appearance, by running a
line of houses down the center, and, in other placés,
across the street, so that it is with difficulty a person
can discover, without narrowly ingpecting, their former
posgition. ; ;
The Bazars in Delhi are at present but indifferently
furnished, ‘ahd the population of late years miserably
reduced. The OChanduey Chouk is the best furnished -
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hs are still manufactured, and they export indigo.
"Their imports are by the northern caravans, which
generally come once a year; they bring with them from
Cabul and Cashmere shawls, fruits, and horses : the two
former articles are procurable in Delhi at a reasonable
‘rate. There is also a manufactory at Delhi for hooka
bottoms. Precious stones are also to be had in the
Bazars, and the black and red cornelians of the largest
-and most beautiful size. The adjoining country is well
cultivated, and the neighbourhood of the ecity produces
eorn, rice, millet and indigo.

The city is divided into thirty-six mohauls or dis~
tricts, each of which is named either after the particular
‘Omrah who resided there, or from some local circum-
‘gtance relative to the place. .

It appears that modern Delhi has been built principall y
‘upon two rocky eminences, the one where the Jama
Musjid is situated, named Tujula Pahav; and the other
the quarter of the oil merchants, called Bejula Pahar ;
from both of these you have a commanding view of the
Test of the city. With respect t6 the ruins of old Delhi,
the extent cannot, I suppose, be less than a circum-
ference of twenty miles, reckoning from the gardens of
"Shalimar, on the north-west, to the Kuttub Minar, on the
south-east, and proceeding irom thence along the center
of the old city, by way of the mausoleum of Nizam Al °
Deen, the tomb of Humaioon, which adjoins, and the old
fort of Delhi on the Jumna, to the Ajmere gate of
‘Shajehanabad. The environs to the north and west
‘are crowded with remains of spacious gardens and
-country houses of the nobility, which were formerly
-abundantly supplied with water, by means of a noble
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4 dug by Ah Mardan an, and whwh for!
gored {rom ab_wg; the city of Panueeput, quite down:

‘ to Delhi, where it ji)med the Jumna) fertilizing in its.

course a tract of more than ninety miles in leugth, and
bestowing comfort .and afluence on those who lived
within ite extent. This canal, as it ran t,hrough the
guburbs of Mogul Parah, nearly three miles in length,
was twentyfive feet deep, and as much in breadth,
gut from the quarry of solid stone from which most oft
the neighbouring houses have been likewise built, Over
it, at diflerent places, were built small bridges of stone,
which communicated with the gardenhouses of the
nobility. ‘

Ancient Delhi is said, by historians, to have been
erected by Rajah Delu, who reigned in Hindostaun
iprior to the invasion of Alexander the Great; others
affirm it to have been built by Rajah Pithoura, who
flouvished at & much later period.—It is called in Sang-
erit, Indraput, or the abode of Indra, one of the Hindu
deities, and it is thus distinguished in the royal diplomas.

' of the chancery-office. Whether the city be of the

antiquity reported, it is difficult to determine, but thig.
much is certain, that the vast quantity of buildings, both
ancient and modern, which are to be found within the.
extent above mentioned, ag well as their grandeur and
style of architecture, prove it to have been a rich,.
flourishing, and populous city. ,

| 1'will ouly add a short account of the royal gardens
of Shalimar ; these gardens, made by the emperor Shak
Jehan, were begun in the fourth year of his reign, snd
finished in the thirteenth, on which ocecasion, according
to Coloned Dow, the emperor gave a grand festi-
val to his court. These gardens were laid out with
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L) Ao ta.ste, mml aost the enormom sum of x mallie |
! 5 their pr%ant appearance does not give cause
to Suppose such an immense sum has been laid out upon
them, though great part of the most valuable and costly
materials have been carried away. The entrance to
them is through a gateway of bmck and a canal, lined’
with stone, having walks on each side, paved with brick, .
leads‘ up to the Dewaun Khana, or hall of audience,
most part of which is now fallen down; from hence,
by the side of a noble canal, having a fountain in the

center, you proceed to the apartments of the Earem,, A

which occupy a large extent of ground. In frontis an
Ivaun, or open hall, with apartments adjoining, the-
interior of which are decorated with a beautiful border
ol white and gold pmnl;mg, upon a ground of the finest
chunam, ‘
On each side of this Ivaun, encloged by‘mgh walls, are
the apartments of the Harem, some of which are built.
of rod stone, and some of brick, faced with the chunam
afore mentioned, and ornaments, with paintings of
flowers of various kinds. All the apartments have wind-
ing passages, which communicate with each other, and
the gardens adjoining, by private doors.  The extent of
Shalimar does not appear to have been very large. T
suppose the galdena altogether are not above one mile in
circumference: a high brick wall runs around the
whole, and the extremities are flanked with octagon
pavilions of red stone. The gardens still abound with
trees, of a very large size, and very old, The prospect,
south of Shalimar, towards Delhi, as far as the eye
can reach, is covered with the remains of extensive
gardens, pavilions, mosques, and burial places; The-
environs of this once magnificent and celebrated city,.
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a1 now nothing more than a shapeless heap of re;
yad the country round about is equally desolate and
forlorn. G,

“The spider hath woven his web in the royal place
-of the Ceesars, :

“The owl standeth semtinel on the watch-towers of
Afrasiab!”—Saadi.

On the 11th of March, 1794, the author accompained
Major Reynolds, who was at Delhi, on a deputation from
the Bengal government, to an audience of his maJesty,

‘Shah-Aulum.

After entering the palace, we were carried to the
Dewaun Khana, or hall of audience for the nobility, in
the middle of which was a throne, raised about a foot
-and a half from the ground. In the center of this
-elevation was placed a chair of crimson velvet, bound
‘with gold clasps, and over the whole was thrown an
-embroidered covering of gold and silver thread. A
bandgome shamianah®, supported by four pillars, in-

«crusted with silver, was placed over the chair of state.
‘The king was at this time in the Tusbeah Khana, or
-oratory, an apartment in which he generally sits. On
.passing a screen of Indian Connaughts, we proceeded
to the front of the Tusbeah Khana, and being arrived
in the presence of the king, each of us made three
-obeisances in turn, by throwing ~down the right
hand pretty low, and afterwards raiging it to the
forehead ; we then went up to the Musnud, on which
his majesty sat, and presented our Nazzars, on white
handkerchiefs, each of gur names bemg announced at

* Canopy.



two m,her prmces, who« sat on hlS leit llamd We then ‘
‘retn'ed with our faces towards the presence, made the
same obeisance ag ‘bdore, and returned a second time-
to the Musnud, After a slight conversation, we.
were directed to go without the enclosure, and put
‘on the Khilluts which his majesty had ordered for U8,
| 'Phey consisted of licht Indian dresses, a turband J amah,
and Cumberbund, made of cotton, with small gold
sprigs. On being cloathed in these dresses, we once.
‘mdre‘returned‘, and after a few minutes stay, previous
to. which Major Reynolds received a sword and a
title from the 'king, we were dismissed, and some
servants were ordered to attend us, while viewing the
palace. " :

The palace of the roml family of ’Fxmoor was erected.
by the Emperor Bhah Jehan, at the time he built the
‘mew city. Itis situated on the western bank of the
river Jumna, and is surrounded on three sides by a wall
of red stone ; I judge the circumierence of the whole
to be about one mile,

MThe two stone figures, mentioned by Bernier, at the
entrance of  the palace, which represented the Rajah
of Chittore, and his brother Potta, seated on two ele-
phants of stone, are not now to be seen.--They were.
removed by order of Aurengezeeb, as favoring too much
of idolatry, and he enclosed the space on which they
stood with a screen of red stone, ‘whmh has distigured:
the entrance to the palace.

. The first object, after entering, that atfracts atten-
tion, is the Dewaun Aum, or public hall of audience, for
-all descriptions of people. It is situated at the upper-
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n ;’Aecay, is a noble building. On each side of the Dew-
_aun Awm and all round the square, are apartmeuts of
two stories in height, the walls and Iront of which, in
the times of the splendour of the empire, were adorned
with a profusion of the richest tapestry, velvets and
“gilks, the nobles vying with each other, in rendering
them the most magnificent, especially on festivals and
- days of public rejoicings, which presented a grand sight.
These decorations have, however, long since been dis-
continued, and nothing but bare walls now remain.

From the Dewaun Aum we proceeded through an-
. other handsome gateway to the Dewaun Khass afore
mentioned. This building likewise is situated at the
upper end of a spacious square, elevated upon a terrace
- of marble about four feet in height. The Dewaun Khass,
in former times, was adorned with excessive magnifi-
cence ;and though repeatedly stript and plundered by
successive invaders, 'still retains gufficient beauty to
render it admired. I judge the building to be an hundred
and fifty feet inlength by forty in breadth. The roof is
flat, supported by numerous columns of fine white marble,
which have been richly ornamented with inlaid flower
work of different coloured stones: the cornices and
borders have been decorated with freize and sculptured
work. The cieling was formerly incrusted with a rich
foliage of silver throughout its whole extent, which has
been long since taken away. The delicacy of the inlay-
ing in the compartments of the [walls is much to be
admired ; and it is matter of bitter regret to see the
barbarous ravages that have been made by picking out
the different cornelians, and breaking the marble by
violence. Around the exterior of the Dewaun Khass, in
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y ‘oe, am ﬁha mllowmg Imes, wr:tten in latter
bt nna.gmund of white marble :
el o ] o ) e ¥ M‘WM-»;’L»P)U"
“If there be a paradise upen earth this is it—'tis
':thzs —’tis this,”
The terrace of this bmldmw ig composed of large slabs
‘ot white marble, and the building is crowned at top with
four pavihons or cupolas of the same materials. The
xoval baths built by the emperor Shah Jehan are situated
a little to the northward of the Dewaun Khass, and
-consist of three very large rooms surmounted by domes
«of white marble. 'The inside of them, about two-thirds
‘of the way up, i8 lined with marble, having beautiful
‘borders of flowers, worked cornelians, and other stones
-executed with much taste.—The floors are paved through-
ont with marble in large slabs ; there are fountams inthe
center, which have passes to carry the water into the
«different apartments : large reservoirs of marble, four feet
indepth, are placed in the walls. The light is admitted
Trom the rootf by windows of stained glass; and capacious
#toves with iron gratings are placed undernesath each
separate apartment. Adjoining the baths is & very fine
mosque made after the fashion already described.
Inthe royal gardens is a very large octagon room,’
which faces the Jumna: it is called Shah Burj, or the
Royal Tower, and is lined with marble. Through the
‘window of this room, the late beir-apparent, Prince
Mirza Juwaun Bukht, made bhis escape in 1784, when he
fled to Lucknow. Great part of the palace has suffered
by the destructive ravages of the late invaders. The
Rohillag, in particnlar, who were introduced by Gholaum
Cadir Khan, have stripped many of the rooms of their
marble ornaments and pavements,
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‘Adjoining the palace is the fort of Selim Gu ‘,Iit‘
municates by a bridge of stone built over an arm
of the river: it is now entirely in ruins *,

* Two buildings, which are equally worthy the ingpection of
a traveller, have not been described in the preceding account ;
namely, the Gentur Muntur, or Observatory, built by Rajah Jey
Sing ; and the Cuttub Minar, or the famous column in the neigh-
bourhood of the eity. Of both of these, the Messrs. Daniells have
brought to Hngland most peautiful and accurate paintings, and
the latter has likewise been described by Captain. Blunt, of the
Bengal engineers, one of the author’s companions in the journey
hetore mentioned.
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Appendlx, II

A NARRATIVF OF THE Rmvowfuom AT RAMPORE IN 1‘794 )

FAMOOLAH KHAN after the battle of Cutturah in
1774 retlred with the remainder of the Rohillas to the

‘Kﬁummaonn Hllls The events of the campaign under
Oolonel Champion, and the subsequent treaty of Loll

Dong in the same year, are in the hands of every one.

By that treaty, Maizoolah Khan had a tery itory allotted | |

to lnm, which ‘was e%lmated at the annual value of
fourteen lacks of rupees *. | He chose the city of Ram-~
pore as the place of his residence, and %edulously
employed himself to the improvement of his (ountry,‘
and his subjects’ wellare,

Hls virtuous efforts were crowned with deserved suc-
cess i and, after an: uninterrupted and prosperous
adminigbration of twenty years, during which he nearly ¥

doubled the revenues of his country, he expired in

August 1794 in  full possession of the esteem and love
of bis subjects, and in high wvepute with the native
princes of India for his benevolence, generosity, and
good faith, !

Haizoolah Khan left behind him a family of ten child-
ven s seven sons and three dau‘vhters} His eldest son,
Mahomed Ali Khan, succeded to his dominions, agree-
ably to the established rights of primogeniture, and was

: acknowledged as chiet by the Rohilla tribe.

Mahomed Ali i is described by his countrymen as bemgr

gross and cruel; and was, eongequently, excessively

j * About 160,0001, sterking,
14
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o kp/d by the body of the people, who, from the ¢ -

Mteps/tlc of their natural spirit, reqmre from their superi-
ors a conciliating manner and kind treatment as the
price of obedience. On the other hand, the second son
(by the same mother) named Gholaum Mahomed, who,
though a young man of violent and turbulent disposi-
tion, was by his tribe generally beloved. He had been
the favourite of his father during the later years of
hislife, and had conducted under him the most important
business of the state.

By his unremitted attention to the cultivation of
the jaghire, he had, in a particular manner, gained the
esteem of the husbandmen, who, in fact, compose the
great body of the people ; and the addition of a handsome
person, and an aflected suavity of manners, with a
plausible attention to his exterior demeanor, had riveted
him in the esteem and warmest afiection of the soldiers

at large.

Spurred on thus by a,mbLt,lon, and having once tasted:
the intoxicating cup of pleasure, he could ill brook a
gudden descent into insignificance ; he scarcely permitted
the eyes of his aged father to be closed, when he entered
into a eabal with some of the leading and most turbulent
of the Rohilla chiefs.

A consciousness of his own natural superiority over
his brother, stimulated him to commit a barbarous crime,
at which human nature revolts, and at once to rend
asunder the bonds of brotherhood and loyalty.

Gholaum Mahomed having gained over to his inter-
ests the principal officers of the army, and, through
them, secured the attachment of the troops, proceeded
to execute the design formed for the deposition of his
brother. Seventeen days after the death of Faizoolah
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\cc«nﬂdentmi sarva.rm appmed the Nuwaub of his
brother 8 intended visit: and at the same time cautioned
hrm to be on his guard, as treachery was intended.

“It is impossible my brother can entertain evil
‘designs a.g’uuqt me: has he not taken the sacred
Komn ?, was the answer of the infatuated prince. He
way too sorm convinced of his error.

On entering the apartment, Gholaum Mahomed -

thad been agreed upon by the conspirators, bore himself
with demgned haughtiness and disrespect towards his
brother. This, as was foreseen and desired, mﬂamed'
‘Mahomed Ali, and excited the irascibility of his temper.g

He broke forth into the grossest abuge, and, in his

‘angovernable rage, was so rash as to draw his sabre.

Gholaum Mahomed now gave the signal of attack,
-and his brother was instantly surrounded by the whole
‘body of conspirators, who, after a resolute and desperate:
mmstunce, cut him down. He was then confined, and
:8ent to the houc;e of the late Faizoolah Khan, where
he was received by the women of the family, who
‘having dressed his wounds, endeavoured to alleviate
hig grief and reconcile him to his fate.

The nsurper was acknowledged by the army and
‘people at Rampore with loud acclamations, Shortly
after this event, it was understood by letters which
arrived from [Lucknow, that the enlargement of "the
rdeposed Nuwaub, and his being permitted to reside at
Lu‘cknow would be acceptable to the vazir* 1 {

¥ It in necessary here to remuark, that ‘the above ciroumstance
was communicated to the aubhor by a cenfidential servant.of the
late Faizoolah Khan, who'is now living at Rampore, At the same

il
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Tif hey
were requested to give their respective opinions on the-
subject before them.

1t has been affirmed, but not corroborated by any
testimony that has come within our knowledge, that the
usurper himself appeared inclined to a merciful deter-
mination, and would have liberated his brother. This,
however, was violently opposed by some of the leaders,
and particularly by Nuchoo Khanand Omar Khan, two
of the most ferocious and sanguinary of the Rohilla tribe =
they declared, as reason for their dislike to Mahomed
Ali’s enlargement, that, should he once quit the jaghire
and be allowed to join the British army, there could be-
no doubt but all those concerned in the late revolu'tiony
together with their wives and families, would, in the
event of a defeat, be exposed to the most severe re-
gentment ; even, said Omar Khan, “to their grinding of
rice for theinfidels.””

These arguments decided the question; and it was
unanimously resolved to put the unhappy prince to death.
But the carrying this sanguinary resolve into effect was
a matter of no small difficulty, and required a display of
considerable art and perfidy.

Mahomed Ali, as we have seen, was within the walls
of the Harem, a sanctuary which, in Hindostaun, it is-
considered in the highest degree dishonorable to violate
or pollute Gholaum Mfmhomed therefore, proceeded:

time, lmpc\rblahby demands ug to state, that the credibility of the
circumstance rests solely on the testimony of this man), it being
denied by the people of Oude.)

% Which, in Asia, is considered an office of the most menial

mnature.
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anner equally subtle, as refinedly cruel. He sent
for & person then at Rampore, by name Shah Hussun,

a Syud *, and a man respected by all for his sanctity,
his age, and exemplary manners. In the presence of
this man, the usurper swore upon the Koran, that if his
ill-fated brotheér would voluntarily quit his asylum, not

a hair of his head should sustain injury: he concluded,

by requesting of the Syud to prevail upon his brother to
come forth.

Satisfied with an assurance so solemn, the holy man
repaired to the palace of Waizoolah Khan; and there
‘having repeated what he had heard from the usurper,
Mahomed Ali was persuaded to yield his assent. He
-accordingly quitted his asylum, and was forthwith con-
ducted to a small fort about a mile distant from the
weity.

Having thus obtained possession of his brother’s per-
'son, Gholaum Mahomed next deliberated on the surest
mode of depriving him of his life, without himself incur-
ring the guilt of fratricide. Omar Khan, whom we have
before mentioned as the most savage of his advisers,
proposed the detestable method of poisoning his victuals ;
and to this, however incredible it may appear, the in-
human brother gave his congent. The pergons who had
«charge of the prisoner were directed to carry this re-
golution into effect. But information of the design
having been previously communicated to Mahomed Ali,
he refused to eat. For three days and as many nights
did the unhappy prince remain without sustenance, and
in a state of torpid insensibility. The fourth day, nature
bemg exhausted, and roused by the calls of hunger, the

» Desccnd ant of the Prophet



‘ W 0 attended hxm to a.ﬁord hxm a smaJl pm'tmn 01’ ﬁom' i
“of this, which he prepaved with his own hands by mixing
it with water, he ate a morsel ; but his stomach, wealk-
ened by so long fasting, almost immediately on swallow--
ing, rejected the food. j

. Meanwhile the barbarian, finding his intentions.
frustrated, and impatient of the delay, resolved to com-
‘plete his bloody purpose by the daggers of assassination.
Hour wretches, Munsa, Syud Khan, Toolloo, and another,.
were selected for the perpetration of this horrid deed.

Notwithstanding the secreey with which the order
was given, of this, likewise, Mahomed Ali received

‘information, and perceiving that his fate was approach-
hing, he sent an aflectionate message to his Begum and'
family, and as a final effort to avert his brother’s ven-
geance, he, for the sake of his family, acquainted the
bvud whom we have before noticed, of the ultimate
resolution of his unr elenting brother, .

. The SByud, equally astonished as indignant, at the
‘base conduct of the usurper, and commisserating the-
fate of his lawful prince, repaired to the Durbar of
Gholaum Mahomed ; he there publicly charged him.
with a breach of faith, and a8 contempt for the pre-
cepts of religion. The hypocrite, in reply, gave the:
- most solemu assurances of the safety of Mahomed Ali,
whose life, he added, * was dearer to him than hig
own.” But the heart of this ruffan was not to be
softened ; neither the recollection of their early yea.ra,
nor the closer ties of fraternal aﬂeotxon, since arvived'
at manhood, could incline to pity or remorsge, and, to-
add to the gnilt of assassination, he descended to the
nmeanest and vilest subterfuge. In order that it might:
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¢ 4n act of suicide on the part of the miserah L

the murder to that effect. Accordingly, entering the
chamber of the sleeping prince at midnight, they put
an end to his existence by a pistol shot, and several
stabs of a dagger. When the deed was dome, they
removed the body to a small distance from where it
lay, and after placing the weapon in the breast of the
deceased, they departed.

Next morning intelligence of the decease of Maho-
med Ali was conveyed to his brother, while sitting
in the Durbar. The usurper, affecting the utmost sur-
prise and astonishment, burst into tears, and lamented,
‘in the most poignant terms, the unhappy rashness of his
brother, in committing so desperate an act. To com-
plete the infamy of this diabolical transaction, he
directed the remains of his brother to be solemnly
interred, and distributed a considerable sum of money
in charity, to pray for the repose of the soul of the
deceased.

In this manner, polluted with a brother’s blood, did
Gholaum Mahomed ascend the Musnud of Rampore.
The necessary steps were now to be taken to secure the
establishment of the usurper.

As g prelude, letters were dispatched to the vazir, in
which Gholaum Mahomed endeavoured to excuse the
atrocity of his conduct; he offered, moreover, to his
excellency, in alleviation of his guilt, a Nazzeranah®
and Paishcush; and with professions of the highest
attachment and respect for the Nuwaub as his sovereign

* Nazzeranah, a present which is usually sent by tributary
princes in Hindostaun, on their accession, to their sovereign or
lord paramount.
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d lord paramount he concluded wn;h reque
atinuation of the Jaghire in his own person,

It may here be remarked, that this vuluable Jaghive
 had only been granted forlife to its late possessor, and

s consequently, at his demise, it reverted to the Vanr, a8

dord paramount of Rohilcund*, It 'is true that some
_years since, it bad been proposed by the Vazir hlmself
throu«rh the mediation of the supreme government at

- Qalcutta, to Faizoolah Khan, to change the tenure of the
Jaghire, which was ouly for life, into an Altumgheh,
which, by the usages of Hindostaun, descends in
perpetuity to successors. A «consideration of fifteen
lacks of rupees was then deemed a sufficient compensa-
tion. By some means .or other the offer was rejected
on the part of Faizoolah Khan, and, consequently at his
demise, the right of resumption  of the Jag,lure was
evident and undenuhle_

‘The Vazir, who from his earho% youth had been
1mmersed in pleasure, would now gladly have seized the
favourable Opportunity thus afforded him, of confiscating
this valuable jaghire, which would supply him with
fresh means of gratifying his extravagance

His ﬂuutuatmw mind,  however, uudwu&,tomed o
buqmess, or decisive exertion, hesitated, and with the
imbecility and little craft inherent to Asiatic policy, he
bad recourse to temporizing measures,

The views of his minister, Rajah Tickaet Roy, a man
timid, irresolute, and destitute of every qualification
above that of a mere accomptant, were eagily led to
encourage the weakness of his master. This minister

* Vide reporb of the Select Commlbtee for India afairs, -Ma.jor
Palmer's embagsy to Rampore, |
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w and dreaded the difficulties in which he mu
oidably be involved, should vigorous measures be
pursued.

An empty treasury, a deranged system of finance, a
weak government, deeply anticipated revenue, and an
dmpoverished country, afiorded but slender means for
supplying, not only the necessary expenses of the
war, but also to provide for the parade and extrava-
.gance of his soverign, whose childishly expensive turn
ihe knew would not fail of displaying its pomp on this
occasion. He viewed with afiright the embarrassments
that threatened him, and hoped, by accommodation, to
escape the impending difficulties, and, at the same time,
by a large mulet, to raise a temporary relief to the
exigences of the state.

The Vazir and his ministers, although from difier-
ent motives, were united in a desire to accommodate,
tempted by the magnitude of the sum® now offered,
:as Nazzeranal, by Gholaum Mahomed. But, however
strong the necessity of the one, or the extravagance
of the other, yet neither would venture on a decisive
step in an affair so important, without consulting their
allies, the Binglish, who were guarantees to the Jaghire-
-dar by the treaty of Loll Dong.

Accordingly, the Vazir communicated the circum-
stances of the event to the British resident at Lucwknow,
who conveyed the intimation to the supreme board in
Oaleutta; at the same t,ime,' hig excellency declared his
intention to abide by the advice of that government.

It was supposed by many, that the British govern-
ment would take no part in the business, and had

* Twenty-two lacks of rupees.

1.
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3y heen desirous of‘avoiding trouble, there A
“#plausible pretext for permitting the Vazir to fnllow his -
. own inclinations.

It was, however, justly considered, that were the
Hnglish, under the circumstances of their known and’
intimate connection with the Vaazir, to overlook this foul

 murder, and suffer so heinous a crime to go unpunished,
it would be a conduct utterly unworthy and dishonour-
able, and would not fail to derogate from j;hé national
character, in the eyes of the princes of Hindostaun.

Actuated by so generous a prineiple, the British 20~
vernment came to the determination to dispossess and
punish the yebel, and in pursuance of this resolution,
the two brigades which are stationed in Oude, by treaty,

' were ordered to take the field. Sir Robert Abercrombie,
the commander in chief, being at that time on a tour
to inspect the troops at the npper stations of the army,.
was requested to undertake the expedition, and for that
purpose, was invested with the most ample authority,and
agsisted by the co-operation of the resident at Lucknow.

Preparatory to the commencement of the campaign,
the commander in chief was mstructed fo arrange
and concert measures with the Vazir, for the future
government of the jaghire. Sir Robert Abercrombie
accordingly had a meeting with his highness at Dala-
mow, on the banks of the Ganges. He there explained’
to the Vagzir, in the fullest and most digtinct manner,
that the F’nahqh were determined  to remove  the
murderer, Gtholaum Mahomed, for ever, from any share
in the government of Rampore, and that whatever part
of thet jaghire it might hereafter be deemed proper to:
bestow on the Rohillag, it must be conferred upon the
infant son of the deceased Jaghiredar,
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Lj\' azir, it is said, was not less hurt at the di

~toxia ‘strain of this communication, than dissatisfied with
its tenor (g0 averse to his own wishes) or the wishes of
his minister. They looked to immediate advantage, and
eager to seize the golden prize, and both being devoid
of every idea of national character, langhed to scorn
the infatuation and folly of expending blood and treasure,.
for what, in their own singular phraseology, they deemed
“ A Name.”

The Nuwaub, exhibiting symptoms of disafiection,
was finally given to understand, that without be ex-
plicitly acquiesced in the above points, that the British
government would take no part in the business.

Immediate compliance ensued, and Sir Robert Aber-
crombie proceeded, with all expedition, to Cawnpore,.
and from that place to Futty Gurh, where he arrived,
and assumed the command of the army on the 7th of
Qctober, 1794 ; the troops began to cross the Ganges at
Hutty Gurh, and the Cawnpore brigade having joined,
the army was formed a few days after on the banks of
the Gamberah river.

Meanwhile, the Vazir had been collecting his army,
which consisted of a numerous and undiseiplined rabble:
of infantry, and about 2,000 horse; and, for the sake of
an ostentatious display of pomp, 200 pieces of canunon,
some of them of very large dimensions, were dragged
along with the multitude.

His highness quitted Lucknow on the 13th of October,.
and, though by easy marches, he might easily have
come up with the British general and joined forces,.
he, on the contrary, appeared desirous to remain in the
rear, and, notwithstanding the pressing and urgent
solicitations of the Hnglish resident, and General Martin, .
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ttended hig

camp, he could not be persuade LJ

Being solicited to sent on, at least, a body of cavalry,
" he declined the proposal, 'and it was not until the"da‘y
after the action, that any of the Vazir's army joined
the British. Our narration must now lead us to the
| situation of the English army, in which nothing material
occurred until the 24th instant, when it encamped on
_ the banks of the Sunkrah, a small river, about five miles
in advance of Bareilly, upon the high road to Ram pore.

In the evening of that day an officer was ordered out
with a party of troopers to patrole three or four miles
in front, and report any oceurrence to the general. That
-officer reported that 1,500 of the enemy’s horse were
advanced as far as Millik, a village about fifteen miles
from the British encampment, and that some horsemen,
‘about noon, bad been seen examining the passage of
. the Doe Torah, a small river in front, and within the
. NVazir’s territories. ) ‘

On the 25th, the English preserved the same position,
| their front, to the Rampore road, and the Sunkra
river, covering their rear, and, by a winding direction,

protecting also the right flank, so that it could only
be attacked, either on the left or in front, and in either
1case to the disadvantage of the opponents,

About two o’clock, p.m, of this day, the commander
‘in chief was astonished at the’ intelligence that the

Rohillag, in full force, were crogsing the Doo Jorah,
-accompanied by the cavalry of.the line. The general
advanced to a small eminence in frong, to observe the
motions of the enemy. A message from *-Gholaum
Mahomed was, at this time, brought with a letter to
‘the general, which Sir Robert would not receive, but
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hold no communication with him, until he retired within
the Rampore boundary, and totally evacuated the
territories of the Vazir, the invasion of which was highly
improper, and added much to the atrocity of his crime.
That the Rohillas would be allowed until the evening
of the next day to withdraw their troops, which, if they

.

L.

did not, the Hnglish would consider and treat them as :

enemies.

To this no answer was rveturned, but on the 26th of
October thé enemy appeared in a menacing and hostile

manner, spreading over the plain in irregular and
confused, though numerous, columns.

The general who had been to reconnoitre, returned
to camp, and left one of his aids-de-camp to give timely
notice of the enemy’s motions. The enemy continuing
to advance, and form, in an irregular manner, the British
troops were immediately ordered to prepare for action.

The first brigade, consisting of the 13th native

battalion, the 2nd Huropean regiment, and the 18th
native, with the two regiments of cavalry, formed the
reserve, and composed the right wing of the army. The
3rd brigade, consisting of four native battalions, formed
the left wing, and the 2nd brigade, of equal strength,
composed the center. To each battalion in the line
were attached two guns, and the grand park of artillery
was posted, in the interval, between the center division
and the left wing. From an eminence in front, which
the enemy were unaccountably permitted to occupy,
they soon commenced an harmless cannonade ; their
guns being greatly elevated the shot passed over the
British line. About ten a.M., the line being regula




““the cenner. ’I‘he Englmh t,roops began to a.dva,nce, and
»cdntnmad 10 press Torward with great ardour, nntil they
met the enemy, who came on with unexampled resolution
and  detevmined ferocity, upon the points of their
bayonets, sword in hand. The British artillery and
musketry did great execution; but could not entirely
eheck the first onset. The most desperate eftort of the
. Rohillas was made on the right of the reserve, where
Uolonel Burrington commanded, and fell. | The cavalry
who were on the right flank, commanded by Captain
Rameay, when the enemy had advanced to about eighty
paces, suddenly wheeled to the left, by order of their
commanding officer, who led them into the rear of the
reserve. The suddenness of this unexpected and dis-
gra,cetul movement, and the charge which the enemy
. were thereby inspired to make on the rear, threw the
 eéavalry into confusion, and left the gallant 13th battalion
entirely exposed : this the enemy perceiving, threw
themselves with the utmost violence mupon the flank
of that corps, and many of them baving turnedits rear,
the whole right wing of the battalion wers cut topieces.
| Qaptain Macleod, the commandant, a gallant and experi-
enced officer, together with four of his subalterns, fell 5
this corps pressed upon the Huropean regiment, which
being also briskly attacked, were thrown into a like
confusion. The Huropeans, in turn, crowded upon the
18th battalion, and, notwithstanding the steadiness and
“exertion of that corps, animated by the 'presence of
their gallant leader, Major Bolton, muech destruction
was committed in a few minutes. The body of the
enemy that made this impression on the reserve, had
. suftered much themselves, but in the tumult, bad passed



n;.“bhe;mtervals occasmned by the dmorder, 1)
"’7the rear of the B‘uropean regiment, when a part
he cavalry, whmh had by the greatest exertions of
vthe subalwrn officers, been rallied, returned back to
‘the atta.ck and prevented further mischief. The other
1d1v1mon&. of the line havmg maintained an undaunted
face mroughont the whole of the battle, resiqtance on
the part of the Rohillas, at length, entirely cea,sed
.and a,ft,nr 8 close action of an hour and forty uxmut.es,
scarce a man of the enemy was to be seen.

The Brxtlsh line halted a few minutes on the ﬁeld of
battle to let the troops breathe, after which, t.hey pursued
the enemy to the Doo Jorah river, on the opposite banks
-of which their camp was still standing ; this was plun+
dered bv the Vazir's horsemen, who, accordmg to cugtiom,
had come up after the action, and whilst the Knglish line

‘ was halted, to mark out their encampment, these han-
ditti reaped the reward due to the valour of their allies,

The Rohilla force, trom the most authentic accounts,
rconslsted\ of 30,000 infantry, and about 4,000 horse ; they
had nea.ﬂy 2,000 men killed, and as many wounded ;
whilst the British had to regret a dear-bought vietory,
in the loss of 600 men and fourteen officers,* men of

e e e

* Names of the oﬂlcers killed in the action of the 26rh
October, 1794, —Infantry: Colonel Burrington, Major Bolton,
Captain Macleod, Captain Mawbey. Lieutenants: W. Qdell,
W. Hinksman, John Plumer, Joseph Richardson, T, Cummings,
2. Birch,  Wounded : Major R. Brace, T. Bdwards. Lieutenants
R. Adams, Lewis Thomas, T. Robertson, JI. P. Pigot, cavmlrv
Artillery | Killed ; Captain Mordaunt, Lieutenants : 'B. Bakor
J, Tilfer! Wounded : (since dead) Capbain Wells, brigade major, !
Tt may be mtemsting to the friends of these gallant officers,
o learn that the British government have directed a monument
Ao m erected ovor tluur remaing, on the spot whers they fell,
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“~On the 27th, the army halted to inter the dead,
and take care of the wounded, who were sent back to-
Bareilly the same day, where an hospital was formed
for their reception. On the 29th, the army reached and
took possession of the city of Rampore, the capital of
the Rohilla jaghire, and excepting the widow and family
of Mahomed Ali, scarce a Rohillah remained in the-
place, the whole having evacuated the town the day
succeeding the battle,

The British general then deemed it eligible to give-
up the town to the management of the Vazir, whose
people accordingly took possession.

Intelligence of the retreat of the Rohillas into the-
+ Almora hills, which extend along the eastern boundary
of Rohilecund, having been recieved, the British army
advanced by easy marches, and on the 5th of November,.
encamped at the village of Puttah, at the foot of the
before-mentioned hills. The same day, Syud Khan,
a confidential person, was dispatched by Gholaum
Mahomed into the Hnglish camp, with proposals on the
part of his master, that he (Gholaum Mahomed) would.
deliver himself up to the Hnglish, with the provision of
personal safety to himself, and an assurance from the
British general, that the honour of his family should be
preserved inviolate. The Hnglish commander readily
acquiesced in the proposal, and about one o’clock next
day, the Rohilla chief was met at a short distance
from the British camp, by the resident at Lucknow,
and by him conducted to the general’s tent. He was
accompanied by his younger brother, a youth of 17 years
of age, and two of his sirdars, Syud Khan and Omar




e latter ol whom was an olcl soldier, who hhe' A ;
‘the fortunes of the late Haizoolah Khan, at Lou
Doug, and m,rved lum fmm that period until his death. ‘
Ghulaum Ma;homed having thus | surrendered hila )
person, it was reasonablv aupposed that matters would
spoedily be brought to a conclusion; it soon, howeyer,

 appeared, that; that ehiet had, by the natural craft and

eorrupt turn of his own disposition, been led to hope
| that bribes, and, Lhe all-powertul influence of gold, would
still secure him possession of the jaghire. The treasures. :

of his late father, amounting to an immense sumy whichy

bad been amassed by @ series of the most prudenty

industry and rigid economy, were in his hands, and, |

though regardless of either honour or honesty, he had
. observation safficient to hope that his treasures would

not only. gxld his crimes, but mollify his enemies, and |
prove persuasive advocates in his favour; in this, how=

ever, he I.;uled and though he positively offered the
immense sum of alack of gold mohurs to the resident,

another to the general, and a third to the company, it
he could be retained in the Neabat or ‘deputyship of the
‘jaghire, he was given to understand by Mr. Cherry, that.
he must for ever abandon every hope of ‘that nature,
and that peither the jaghire, nor even permission to
reside within its precincte, would ever be granted him.
After this ineflectual struggle, some days passed with-~
out any thing being determined, and Gholaum Mahomed,

either affected, or really not possessing any influence
over his obstinate countrymen, soill kept aloof from
decismu, which the general perceiving, and that by
patience and forbearance matters were «mly more pro-
cragtinated, it was determined to consider the Rohilla
: :,Lugt entirely out of the question, and the plan of a
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pargte negotiation with the chiefs in the Rohilla

5 adopted. A general pardon was offered to those
misguided men and their adherents, on their submission
to the Vazir. Their troops had permission to depart to
their respective homes, and a jaghire of ten lacks of
rupees, excluding the town of Rampore, was offered
40 Ahmad Ali Khan, the infant son of the murdered
Nuwaub ; these terms, however reasonable and conso-
pant to the liberal policy which actuated Sir Robert
Abercrombie throughout the whole of these transactions,
were, nevertheless, rejected, and many evasions and
extravagant demands were made on the part ol the
enemy.

On the 12th of November, however, Gholaum Maho-
med, apprebensive that the other chiefs would now
make terms for themselves,or probably (as appeared
justified by the conclusion) actuated by more deceptious
motives, agreed to send letters to the Rohilla camp,
with positive orders to his sirdars to send out his family
and treasures. Syud Khan was intrusted with the
mission, and he being detained by the Rohillas, and no
answer returned, Omar Khan, with pretended anxiety
to effect an accommodation, proposed to visit the camp,
and doubted not of his prevailing over his countrymen
to accede to terms.

To this Sir Robert Abercrombie, actuated by the
humane desire of terminating the war without a farther
effusion of blood, yielded his assent: Omar Khan went,
but never returned.

It was now discovered, from various channels, that
Gholaum Mahomed himself, notwithstanding his pro-
fessions of obedience, was the sole cause of the obsti-
nate delay of his countrymen, with whom he had kept
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'1s creatureq, not to aocept of any terms in whmh

. his restoratlon to the jaghire was not 4 primary amcle ¥
-and he assured them, that being resolute and unamu
maus in this point, they would insure success,

It wag therefore determined to bring matters, at
m'we, to an issue.  In the evening of the 3rd of Decem-
‘ber, an insolent and contemptuous letter grrived. in the
Hinglish camp; in that letter, after repeating a series
or extravagant demands, t.hey concluded with these
remarkable words, *“1If, after this representation, oul" ‘
requests be denied, it will be conspicuous r,hmughnutf \
‘the empire of Hindostaun, that in the days of Asuf A}
Dowlah, assisied by the Hnglish Company, the anna,‘
nation was extirpated.” \ ‘

The drift of this letter was easily seen through, .tmd ,

.at 12 o’clock on the same night, Gholaum Mahoméd

was sent off under charge of a regiment ot cavalry, who 3'

‘were ordered to escort him to Thakoor Duwarah, a place

‘abolt twenty miles distauce from the camp: he wag

then delivered over to Colonel Baillie, of the 1st native
battdllon, who had been advanced to receive him,

:should this meagure be deemed necesgsary ; that officer
‘carried him on twenty miles farther,so that by ten

oelock next day he was forty miles distant from his

friends.  The next morning, after sendingin a, proclama~
‘tion' to the Rohillas, which was declared to he tinal,

oﬂ'ermg pardon, if they would submit, and noufymg the
Vazir's intention to bestow a jaghire upon the infant son
‘of the deceased Nuwaub; but in the event of farther
vremstancu, they must expect to meet with exemplary
punishment. -,

i 'L’he British army then moved down to thhm a mile



The good effects of this proclamation were soon
apparent : convinced that by the departure of their
chief, all hope of his restoration was at an end, and
that the Hnglish were determined toaet with vigor,
the Rohillas, at length, began to treat with sincerity.
A cessation of arms took place on the 5th; but there
being such a variety of clashing interests to reconcile:
and to settle, and arrange the selection of the new
jaghire, it was not until the 7th instant the preliminary
articles were signed®. On the 9th, the treasures of the

*Translation of the preliminary engagement between the-
Nuwaub Vazir Ul Mumalick Asuf Jah Asuf Ul Dowla Yehieh
Khan Buhadur Fuzuber Jung, the English Company, and the-
Rohilla tribe, ‘

Article I, When this preliminary engagement shall be exe-
cnted, hostilities shall cease between the Nuwaub Vazir Ul Mu-
malick Asuf Jah Buhadur and his allies, and the Rohilla army,

Art. 11, The Nuwaub Vazir Ul Mumalick Asaf Jah Buhadur-
agrees that he has pardoned the family of the Nuwaub Hajzoolah.
Khan, deceased, and their adherents, the faults which they have
committed. ;

Art. III. The Rohilla army agree that they will give over;
in deposit, to the Company, whatever may remain of the treasure:
of Waizoolah Khan, deceased.—~That Gholaum Mabomed Khan has
delivered an account of the treasure which was left by the
Nuwaub Faizoolah Khan at his death, to the period that he had'
charge of it. From that treasure the sum of 14,000 gold mohurs
has been expended since Gholanm Mahomed Khan left the Rohilla
camp, this being deducted, the balance is the sum demanded.

Art, 1V. The Nuwaub Vazir Ul Mumalick Asuf Jah Buhadur
agrees, bhat he will bestow on Ahmed Ally Khan, the grandson of
the Nuwaub Faizoolah Khan, deceased, mobals in jaghire at the



8 lzoalah Kha,n,
. 0 gold mohurq, ‘were delivered uap to the Bntxbh
genel gl ‘andon the following day, the armies bOm-'

a‘mountmg 40 three lacks aud.

menced | their march on their return. When the

army arcived at Bereilly, it was annonnced, in orderﬁ, il

_that his highoess, the Vazir, intended to present the -
troops with a donation of eleven lacks of mp‘aeq, parh
of the treasure which had been sent into the Lnglisu
| wamp, and was delivered over to the Vazir 3 this was
mmmulmlsely done, by paying it into the hands of the

resxdent, at Lucknow, and the remainder the Vuz"_l

\cn.rned to Lucknow.

Thus termmatui a revolution, which, though M, tlw o

ﬂm mppeamnca exhibited but a slight speck in. the
polmcal horizon of Hmdostaun, had, nevertheless; by

annlml Jumma of ten lacks of rapees, and that the town “of Tams
pore shall be'a part of the said jaghire ; and as Ahmed Ally
Khan is a minor, therefore Nagir Ali RKhan Buhadur, son of
Abcloola‘Khan, deceased, shall be nominated the guardian of

. Ahmed Ally Khan, and the manager of the said jaghive, until

Abowed Ally Khan ghiall arrive ab the age of twenfy one years.
Arh. V. When the Rohilla drmy shall have given oyer the

transure, a8 is expresser‘l in the third article, the avmies of the

Nuwaub Vazir Ul Mumalick Asaf Jah Buhadar, and of the Engligh

Wompany, shall march from hence, and the Rohille ariny shall
disperse, and go wherever they think proper.. Dome at Putba

Ghaut, in the English camp, this B6h Jemmaudi Ul Owal, 1209
Hijerah, December 7, 1704, ‘

i The seal of the . The sealof Mr, (mo. The seal of Nasiw
Nuwaub Vazir Ul Brederick Cherry, on Ali Ehan.
Mum'\hek Asuf Ul the part of the Kng: (LS)

Dowla Asuf Jah Ye- 'lish Company, as gua-
hieh Khan Buhadur rantee to the above
Huozuber Jung. artiales.

(Ls) B CLS)

\

(i




of Great Britain, or, at least, of giving a severe check.
to their authority. To hazard conjecture on an object.
of so great importance, may surely be deemed excuse-
able, and if it should serve to stimulate exertion, and'
animate the conduct of a wise and well-ordered govern--
ment, to the preservation and permanency of the va-
luable possessions of Great Britain in the east, the:
observation will not have been made in vain. Of the-
present jaghire, as settled by the late treaty, it yet
remains to speak ; it is situated in the finest part of
Rohilcund, and the jaghire is bounded on the north by
the town of Akberabad, on the south by Millik, on the
east by Rooderpore, at the foot of the Almora hills,.
“and on the west by the village of Safeny ; it is in length
about seventy miles, and thirty-six in breadth; the
circumference of the jaghire is 291 miles, and contains:
about 500 populous villages; the soil, in common with
the rest of Robhileund, is a black rich loam, interspersed
in some places with red earth ; the most fruitful parts.
are the center and south-west boundary. The face of
the country throughout presents a delightful view of
large groves of mangoe trees, agreeably diversified with.
gentle declivities and ascents alternately. This valuable
Jaghire is watered by several rivers, besides smaller
streams, which contribute to fertilize and embellish it,
Awmong the principal are the Ramganga and Oossu]a,h
which have beeu described in the former part of this work

The jaghire, though so highlv favoured by ndt,ure,
has, nevertheless, been much assisted by the industrions:
spirit of its inhabitants, aided by the wise and benevolﬁntv
institutions of the late Faizoolal Khan.
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Thi »ughmn hw whole t.erritory, that prmcec M
ucts to be made, which traverse the corn. ﬁalds
in all d.lrectio.ns; ‘they are sufficiently broad and deep.
In the esstern confines, near the Almora hills, the
inhabitants avail themselves of the numerous streams.
which flow from the mountains, by making artificial

i dams ; and, at the proper seasons, inundate their landa, -

‘ whwh is of partlcular benefit to the early erops. All
: Lheae advantageﬁ give the country the appearance of
a highly enltivated garden. | ‘
| Bugarcane, rice, and tobacco, are pr oduoed in the-
greatest abundance, and of the best guality ; the canes
are from eight to ten feet high, and the erops of wheat,
~‘barle;y,, and various kinds of grain, are nothing infexrior
to the most cultivated parts of Hindostaun ; the princi~
pal manufacture of this jaghire is coarse cotton cloth,
wh‘ich (is exported across the Ganges into the Doo Ab,
‘ and other parts of the Vazir’s dominions, as are hlte-Wlse‘ |
 great quantities of grain, bugwr and tobacco. »
Rampore, whichis the capital both of the former
and present jaghire, is a large town situated on the
western bank of the Cosilla river ; it is about four miles.
in cireumference, and surroutded by a thick hedge of
bamboo, within which are mud fortifications, totally
incapable of resistance. The town is large, but the
streets, as common throughout Asia, are narrow. Thetre
is, however, a very good bazar, and likewise a mosque,
both of them the work of Faizoolah Khan ; during the life-
time of that chief, Rampore wag supposed to contain
100,000 inhabitants ; but since the late revolution, great
numbers of the Rohillas, in consequence of the reduced
establishment, have quitted the place, and retired with
their families in guest of a maintenance.
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h present jaghire is properly divided into two
g g*vgcé)re, called also Mustafabad, and Shah-Abad. The
fate treaty fixed the valuation of the revenues at 10
lacks and 70,000 rupees per aunum ; but the above
‘estimate was made from a comparative statement of
the Jumma, or general collection of twenty-two lacks.
There is reason to suppose that the part now occupied
by the Rohillas, is capable of yielding a much larger
sum; and if the industrious spirit of its inhabitants
obtaing permanency, it will continue to increase in value
annually®,

As a conclusive remark, it may be observed, that in
whatever direction we traverse the dominions of the
late Faizoolah Khan, the same industry and attention
to cultivation is exhibited; and every generous wind
will doubtless join in a cordial wish, that no ambitious
or ferocious chief will again disturb its internal peace
and tranquillity.

*During a survey which was made by Captain James Mouatt,
of the Bengal engineers, by order of government, in the years
1795-6, to ascertain the boundaries of the jaghire, the author,
who accompanied that gentleman, had an opportunity of a per-
gonal inspeetion of every part of it, and from his inquiries and
conversations with many intelligent natives, he has heen enabled
10 present the above documents,
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TRANSLATION OF A LETTER FROM THE PRINCH MIRZA
JuwAUN BUKHT JEHAUNDAR SHAH, ELDEST SON OF
SHAH-AULUM, T0 HIS MaJusty GrorGe III, Kine
OF GREAT BRITAIN, MENTIONED IN PAGE 157.

EXORDIUM#*—INVOUATON TO THE DRITY.

*0O Thou whose praise is the first object of thé.
* light and splendour of dignified nature, with the celebra-.
“ tion of which the thoughts and actions of the most
* exalted monarchs ought ever to commence; the
* dazzling brightness of whose purity emanates like the
“ sun over the face of the whole creation, and the mys-
“ terious power of whose mighty arm is universally
“ displayed from the lowest earth to the highest
“ heavens. Counsel and assist in thy mercy, thy chosen
* prophet, Mahomed, whom thou hast appointed the
“ messenger of thy truth to the children of men, and
* strengthen and confirm his righteous descendants,
** and followers and companions, who are the foundation
“ of the right way !

* All the letters from princes and great men throughout Asia
are introduced with a similac exordium. For the Insha or.
formula, the reader may consult the Ayeen Akbary of Mr. Gladwin, .
or Dr, Balfour's ingenious translation of the Insha Herkerun.



‘tice over: the world chemshor oI i wndﬂ and dveadful
d.veuger of enemies, whose throne is respileudent as that
't of Alexander, and magnificent as JamsthT, of aspect
e brilliant as the sun, and of auspicious fort.une, the

I most exalted King of mngla,ud great as Dar ms’{, Wm(,,
' magnanimous, lord of royal insignia, who collects
* tribute from mighty kingdoms, be it known and under-
* stood ; Prior to this address, your suppliant has in
* the most explicit manner represented to the throne, the. :
*agylum of the universe, that the disturbances which
“ have arisen within the empire of Hindostaun, the
* dissengions among the nobility and Omralxs of mgh

renown, the rebellxous designs of the wicked, plots,
i \l“:l reasons a.nd conspir acies of disobedient subjects, have
i been relaﬁed to you by order of the imperial presence,

‘our renowned qoverelgn and venerable pd,rcnt (the‘
‘“"Kh&kdﬂ% of the world, the bright taper of deyotion
“ of the great lord of the r-onmncmou (Sahib KlmunH),“
. "and resplendent torch of the family of (Gloorgaun4])
Ll l‘.o the N uwaub of exalted dwunty, Ml’ Hastmge, ‘
o A kmg of Persxa famous for his Jusbwe

T A Kking of Persia who is related to have built the pala.ce ot
Persepo) i8,

1: Darius, bhe son of Hystaspes or L\:sht—Asp

'§ Ehakan, a Seythian or Mogal title, according to hlstormns
ﬂrsb adopted by the great Timoor on his conguest of Tartary,
and ﬂubsequentlv assumed by all his posterity who sat on the
thmnc of Hindostaon.
i || Sahib ' Kiraun, From an suspicious combination of the‘
| plane(;s ab the time of his nabivity, or a,cwrding o others, on his

| smocoession to the regal dignity.

49 Goorgann--the family from whoi Tlmoat Was dasuended
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1adur, governor-general, that he might come
the aid and assistance of the royal family. .
“In the expectation for a period of four years, we,
“ the prince, have resided with our friends the Hnglish,
“ and our brother, dear as life, the Vazir of the empire, and:
* during that period we have not failed to solicit from the
* coungellors of the Hast-India Company the restoration
“ of our imperial authority, and the re-establishment
“ of our paternal dominions.
* During this interval, from the relaxed state of the
.4 government and, in consequence of the arrival of the
“ deceitful Marhattas, and of Sindioh (who is chief of
¢ the seditious) those disturbances and rebellions increas-
“ing in tenfold proportion have augmented the dis-
 tress of our august parent ; and notwithstanding the
“ wholesome advice and salutary council given from the
“ throne to the aforesaid chief to conciliate the attach-
“ ment of the ancient nobility, and extend protection
“ to the distressed peasantry (a conduct which, under
“ divine favour, gives security and permanency to
“ empire) that ungrateful chief, regardless of the
“ proyal will, has established himself in continued and
“ uynvaried opposition, until, having by his improper con-
“duet exasperated the Rajahs and princes of our
- % empire, and particularly the most illustrious prince of
“ Jynaghur, the pillar of fidelity, Maharajah Pertaub
“ Singh, as likewise the ruler of Joudpore, both of whom
“ are allied by blood to the royal family. Those warlike
“shiefs, uniting to punish the source of oppression, gave
“ him hattle, and defeated him, so that, deprived of his
“ office of Ameer Al Omrah, or chief of nobles, he fell at
“ once from the summit of imperial favour, and was pre-~
“ gipitated into the abyss of annihilation and contempt.

@



mldsn Lkwse vmssmudew of formne, t;he macl i L

18 of the rebellions mu’ea.s»d 6o an ext;enb almost‘,
1mmea.sum.ble.

“ On one side, Gholaum Oadu‘ Kbhan (san of the de-

“ tested Afghaun Zabita Khan, whose whole life was

‘ *employed in conspiring against the safety of the state)

e hcw erected the standarcd of rebellion. His example

nuoumcrmg others, the distur ba,uueq became so for-

“ midable as 10 penetrate even to the threshold of the

" imperial place, so that our august parent was neces-

Higitated to adopt the most strenuous eﬂont;s to extin- -

* guish this destructive fire, j
. Wor this purpose, he dispatched x'Lpea.tzed and urgeun
Heomimands to this your suppliant, as likewise to the
" governor-general of high dignity (Harl Cornwallis) as
“ to our dear brother, the vazir of the empire, to come ‘
i to the assistance of the imperial court,
| i But it appearing that on the arrival of the mlpex jal
i demand, neither the governor-general nor the vazir of
. "* the empire had received your majesty’s commands to
| “that elfect, they were of consequence wnqtraxned £0
% withhold the assistance required.
¥ We, therefore, girding the loing of cxrcumspecmon
with the belt of resolution, and casting our eyes to-
* wards future events, and the mercies of divine provid-
* ence in this stormy ocean of our distress, rely on your
iy majesty for the restoration of our autherity ; and if
% your majesty, who adorns the throne of the universe,
“ will  graciously condescend to issue your high com-
“ mands to the governor-general to effect the resto-
e mt‘ion of the royal authority in tlhiese kingdoms, punish
“our rebellious subjects, and re-establish the angust
“house of Timoor, such conduet will be perfectly
o ‘
W
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'?,9 tent with the dictates of generosity and the
“11§ages of sovereign princes; and, finally, the result of
* this kind interposition by establishing the repose of
“ the people of God, and aflording peace and plenty to a
* distracted empire, will render your Majesty’s name
“ renowned among the princes of the earth.
““ As our honoured parent, his imperial majesty, bound,
“ by every tie of gratitude, regards your majesty as a
“ brother dearer than life, so this your suppliant hopes
“ to be honoured by the endearing appellation of your
nephew.

“For the rest, may the sunof your majesty’s grandeur
“ and prosperity be perpetually resplendent in the
“ gphere of glory and auspicious fortune.”

The above letter was written at the commencement of the year
1787, previous to the prinee’s departure from Lucknow to Delhi
the last time ; though the author has not been able to learn from
the most dxllo‘ent inquiry whether it was ever sent to HEngland,
but as the subject matter of it contains a faithful picture of the
wretiched state of the royal family at that period, he hag deemed
it worthy of insertion.
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APPENDIX V. { 1

Jih/ere with bright pomp the stately domes arise,
In yon dark tower an aged monarch lies,
Forlorn, dejected, blind, replete with woes,
In tears his venerable aspect shews ;
As through the lonely courts I bent my way,
Sounds struck my ear, which said, or seem’d to say,
“Lo, the dire tempest gathering from afar,
“In dreadful clouds has dimm’d the imperial star ;
* Has to the winds, and broad expanse of heaven,
“My state, my royalty, and kingdom given;
“Time was, O King, when clothed in power supreme,
“Thy voice was heard, and ‘nations hail’d the theme 3
“Now sad reverse, for sordid lust of gold,
“ By traitorous wiles, thy throne and empire sold.
“See yon fierce Afghant with intemperate haste,
“ Gleams like a meteor through the palace waste,
“Frowning, terrific, threatens with a grave
“Thy progeny, O Timoor, good and brave ;
“Yet, not the treatment from th’ inhuman foe,
“Not all my kingly state in dust laid low,
“Can to this breast such torturing pain impart,
“ As does, O Nazirf, thy detested art ;
“ But tho’ too late, the day of reckoning come,
“The tyrant whom thou serv’dst has seal’d thy doom,
“Has hurled thee, rebel, headlong from the height
“ Of power abused, and done thy sovereign right :

* I have thought the first six lines, which are merely intro-
ductory, and cannot be accounted any part of the original, to be
better calculated to give satisfaction to the reader, than an
abrupt commencement of the elegy, as in the king's own words.

T Gholaum Cadir Khan,

I Mansur Ali Khan, superintendent of the household.
16



\“Ohaste pm“tnerﬂ ot my bed, a;nd ioys serene, 0
i Once my delight, but now how changed the goene!
 “Qondemned with me m pla,mtwe straing to mouru,
il “Mhe scanty pittance from our offapring tarn'
“The viper, whom with fost,ermg care T nurst, ‘
. % Deep in my bosom plants his sting aceurst;
“Riots in blood, and heedless of his word W
“ Pants for the ruin of his aovcrmgn lord.
t Nobles, mgra,te" upheld by power ‘and pmde,
“To whom our favours never were demed
“ 8ae to what misery and dire disgrace, ;
* Your perfidy ‘acoursed, has brought a royal race:
b Bnght northern star from Qa.bul’s realms advancc,
“ Imperial Timoor] poize the avenging lance,
On these vile traitors quick destruction padr
“ Redress my wrongs and kingly rights restore ;
“Thee too, O Sindiah, illustrious chief,
"‘Who onee didgt promise to afford relief ;
“Thee I invoke, exert thy genemus aid,
% And o’er their heads high wave the avenging blade.
* And ye, O faithiul pillars of my state,
* By friendship bound, and by my power elate,
“ Hasten, O Asuf}, and ye English chiefs§,
“Nor blush to sooth an in Jured monaruh 8 griefs 3

a | # The Mogul nobility, who a.bandoned the kmg on the appmaoh
of the rebels,

T Timoor Shah, king of Qabul on his father, the Ahdallee ih
lagth visib o Delhi, was warried to a princess of the royal family,
which givek his son, Zamaun qhah, a ¢laim to the fhroue of
Hindostann. ;

; T Asuf Al Dowla, Vanr of bhe empire.

§ It is much to be lamented, thab the state of polimem at
Calcutta conld not, ab that time, admit of government intmf@tmg
on fhe oeoasion—for suck was the influence of the Bmtash name,
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B ;smy my smxl unworthy rage dxann
o ,@arn to sustain the loss of sight and throue ;
“Learn that imperial pride, and star-clad ; power,
* Are but the fleeting pageants of an hour;
““In the true crucible of dire distress,
*Purged of alloy, thy sorrows soon shall cease ;
- “What! though the sun of empire and mmmand
"“‘Shorn of its beams, enlightens not the land;
" Some happxer day, a providential care
Agam may rvenovate the falling star;
o « Again, O king, raise up thy illustrions race,
#Oheer thy sad mind, and close thy days in peace,” il

that had the detachment stationed at Anupshahr only mawhed
ot of their contonments, the bratal tyrant wounld have deumﬁeﬂ
and the king's misfortunes beon averted. ‘

*Tmay oot bo amiss to remark, that several Ms. copies of
the above elegy having been circulated throughout India,
various readings may have occurred. The one here prevented, was
obtained by the author whilst at Delhi, and therefore appeared
bo him the most authentic; but he thinks himself bound to ac-
knowledge he has read a poetic vergion of the same elegy, which
a.ppeared in the Huropean Magazine for May, 1797, said to be
wiitten by Uaptain Symes, from whose researches into the histovy
and antiguities of the interesting  kingdom of Ava, the public
may expeect to derive much useful and ingtruetive mform'abmn

=)



LIST OF AUTHORITIES QUOTED FOR THE
PRESENT WORK.

1. SHAH-AULUM Nameh, or a History of the Reign of the
Emperor Shah-Aulum, written in the Persian Language by
Gholaum Ali Khan, a Mogul, formerly in the service of Prince
Mirza Jawaun Bukht Jehaunder Shah, and now Resident ab,
Lukhnow.

2. MS. of Syud Ruzzi Khan, containing the Transactions of
the last nine years of the Reign of Shah-Aulum.

3. MS. of Munnoo Lall, a Hindoo, containing the thirteen
first years of the Reign of Shah Aulum.

4, Ousaf-i-Asuf : a Genealogical Account of the reigning
Family of Oude—Author unknown.

5, Hudeeka ul Akaunleem: a Geographical Account of the
different Provinces of Hindostaun, written in the Persian
Language.

6. Oaptain Salkeld’s MS. Operations of Sindiah and Mohammed
Beg Khan Hamdani, written in the Persian Language.
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THE SACRED BOOKS OF THE HINDUS

|THE ASTADHYAYI OF PANINI|
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THE PANINI OF FICE

| (ACADEMY TOF INDIAN RESH}ARCQ) i
BHUVANESHVARI A%RAMA
Bakazdurgcm/, Allahabad,

‘ CALCULATED il

“Fo eumm the aneient Iaaming of |mha”
= ng I}mpef*or George V's reply
to the Ad&re% of the Galcutta
Unf‘vomlty, January bth 1912

“ We umgmtulate the Panimi ()mce who hnve'

already mude a name for them&elves hy thelr i
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fiterature.”"~[The PIONEFR, fith July !916]

e S

x

THE SIDDHANTA KAUMH‘D; OF BHATTOJI DIK

=
i
§

siTa | {3E

[THE SAGRED LORK OF INDIA|




\/];)!/E SIDDHANTA KAUMUMI
Or Pamini’s €rammatical Aphorismg as arvanged and explained

By BHATTOJI DIKSITA
Sanskrit Text and English Translation

By SRISA CHANDRA VASU and VAMANA DASA VASU
Qomplete in three Volumes, in 2,400 pages, Royal 8vo.

CONTENTS
VOLUME I-Nouns and Substantives, pages 1,028.
Do. II—Part 1. Verbs and their Conjugation, pages 714.

Do. II— , TL. Kridanta or making of nouns from roots,
pages 408,

To. 111—Vaidika Grammar, pages 247.

1t contains 4,000 Sdtras of Panini, 900 Satras of Sakatayana
(Unadi), 200 Sftras on acceut (Phit Satras), 2,000 verbal roots and
their conjugation—incorporating the wholeof the Madhaviya Dhitu-
writti, with copious explanatory extracts from KAagika, Mahibhisya,
Tattvabodhini, Manorami, &c., &c.

indian rate, exclusive of postage, Rs. 456.
Foreign rate, exclusive of postage, £ 8‘.

 « This is a standard work on Sanskrit grammar, and Sanskrit
soholars spend at least a dozen years in mastering its intricacies. * *
It may be mentioned that the Oriental Translation Fund of England
advertised about three gquarters of a century ago as under prepara-
tion the English translation of the Siddhanta Kaumudi by Professor
Horace Hayman Wilson. But perhaps he found the work too
lahorious for him, for the advertised translation was never published.
~—(The Indian Mirror, The Hindoo and the Indian Pegple.)

1t has been patronised by His Majesty's Secretary of Btate for
India, the Government of India and several otherlocal administrations
and Rulers of Native States of India,

PANINI OFFICE, SHUVANESWARI ASRAMA, BAHADURGANJ, '
ALLAHABAD.
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'- ;?o Publmanons of the Pamm 0

A.‘ Thpee Impomantz Series_

| The Hacred Bools of the Hindus—edited by Ma;;or B,D. Basu,
LM.S. (Retired), Monthly, Annual subscription Re.12-12,
2. The Sacred Laws of the Aryas—edited by Rai Bahadur Srig
il Chandra Basy, District and Bessions Judge, U, P
8. The Sacred Lore of India-edited by y Prof. Benoy Kumar Sarkar,
‘ M.A, 96 pages monthly. ' Annual subscription Rs. 7.

B.--Sanskrit Grammar (with Hoglish tmnslatmn
and notes).

1. The Agtadhyayiof Péinini (1682 pages). Rs, 4b.
2 ’I'h)c%s Siddhanta Kaumudl of  Bhattoji Dikqifa (2400 pages) :
! 45,
3. Index to Panini’s Satras, Dhatupatha, &e. i Rs 1-8,

C.-- Works of Historical Importance.

1. ‘Max Miller's Hxstory of Ancient Sanskrit Literature - (Kee

‘ print). Rs, 6.

2. |Goldstucker's Panini. Price Rs, b.

3 "I‘lm Positive Back-ground of Hindu Sociology by Prof. Benov
Rumap Sarkar, MA with & appendices by Dv, Seal M, A.,
Ph). Vol T, Rs

J‘D --Text Books meommended by the Edu~
‘ eation Department for Students of
Sehools and Colleges.

1. Folk-Tales of Hindustan, Rs, 2. Dedicated by permission to
| the Hon’ble Sir James Scorgie Meston, K.(L8.L, Lieutenant-
Governor of the U, P. of Agra and Oudh.
%, Griffith's Idylls from the Sanskrit, with his portrait and
biographical sketch, cloth, Price Rs. 2 Recommended as
i Prize bool.
18, Griffith’s Scenes from the Ramayana, cloth, R(a 1-8, Recom-
mended as Prize book.
4, Griffith’s Specimens of old Indian Poetry. | Oloth, Re. 1-8. Re-
. commended ag Prize book,
B, William Waterfield’s Indian Ballads, cloth,  Re. 1-8. = Suitable
for Presentation, ‘
6, Dean Mllunns metrical translation of Nala and Damayanti,
cloth, Re, 1-8.
. The A%venturew of the Gooroo Noodle By Benjamm Babington,
as,
8 The Pn“va.te Journal of the Maxquess of Hastings, eloth, gilb
 letters, Rs. 3, .

'PANINI OFFICE, BHUVANESWARI ASRAMA, BAHADURGANJ,
B ' ALLAHABAD. s
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Dietetic Treatment of Diabetes, by Major B. D, Basu, ¥
(Retired). Fifth Bdition. Re. 1-8.
2. Indian Medicinal Plants—with over 1,300 plates. In the Press..

F.- Syamacharan Sanskrit Series. ~

1. Bhakti-ratnAvali—(with Hindi translation) by a Retired Pro--
fesgor of Sanskrit, Price Re. 1-8. \

9. Vadi Vinéd —Bdited by Mahamahopidhyiya Dr. Ganga Nath
Jha, M.A., D. Litt, Price One Rupee only.

Ready for the Press.—

8. Vukti-kalpatara—edited by Professors Benoy Kumar Sarkar,
M.A., and Radhaknmud Mookerji, M.A,, P.R.S (Cal.)

4. Dipakaliké (commentary on Yajiayalkya's Smriti by Sulapini)
—hased on the MS. lent to the Panini Office by His Majesty's.
Secretary of State for India,

5. Mitra Misra’s Commentary on Yajhavalkya's Smriti—based
on the MS. lent to the PAnini Office by His Majesty's.
Secretary of State {or India, 5

G.—Miscellaneous. -

Fuglish Works of Raja Ram Mohan Roy. Price Rs. 2-8.

The Daily Practice of the Hindus. 2nd Edition. Re. 1-4,

The Catechism of Hinduism. (2nd Hdition in the Press.)

The Right of Wahabis to pray in the same mosqne with:
the Sunnis. An important judgment on a very disputed
question of Muhammadan Law. Price Rs. 2.

The Compass of Truth, being the English translation of
Risala-i-Haq-numa, by Prince Muhamwmad Dara Shikoh.
Price 8 annas. -

6. A Treatise on Water-works in Bengalee by Swami Vijnaninanda

(alias Hari Prasanna Chatterjee BA., L. C. E.) Containing
82 plates. Reduced Price Rs, 2-8,

JUST PUBLISHED

LAILI AND MAJNUN

OF THE PERSIAN POET NiZaMl
Translated in English Verse.
BY SURGEON JAMES ATKENSON
orF THRE HAsT INDIAN COMPANY.

This work was printed under the  auspices of the Oriental |
Pranslation Fund of HEngland in 1885.

Reprinted by the Panini Office, and priced one Rupee and Hight
annas a copy.

PANINI OFFICE, BHUVANESWARI ASRAMA, BAHADURGANS,
ALLAHABAD.
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/Sacred Books of the Hindu
“Myranslated by various Sanskrit Scholurs.

dited by Major B. D Basu, LM.S. (Retired.)
Published in monthly parts since July 1909,

Annual Subscription, inclusive of postage, Rs. 12 as, 12,

Professor Max Miiller rendered an important service to the-
cause of comparative theology by the publication of the #Saered
Books of the Hast.,” The 49 volumes in that series repréisent the
most important seriptures of the principal nations of Asia. Of thege,
21 ave trauslations of Sanskrit works. But still gome of the most
important sacred books of the Hindus have not been publithed in
that series, J i

It is the duty of every faithful and true votary of Hinduigm o
do all that lies in his power to make kuown the contents of his.
sacred books to the world at large and to his fellow-brethrei. in
faith in India, Tt is not too much to say that a very large nun her
of English-educated Hindus, unacquainted with Sanskrit, possiasg
very little knowledge of their sacred scriptures. So, while 16
Christian and the Mohammadan are well acquainted with their reli.
gious seriptures, the Hindu alone is ignorant of his sacred books. |

To remove this want, the Panini Office has been publishing iy

monthly parts, since July 1909, the original texts of the sacred books,

together with their English translations,
ALREADY PUBLISHED

Vol. I.—Upanisads—Second Hdition, Price Rs. b.

Vol. II.—Yajnavalkya Smriti, Part T. Re. 1-8.

Vol. III.— The Chhandogya Upanisad, Price Rs. 12.

Vol.1V. Aphorismsof Yoga by Patanjali, Ra. 5.

Vol, V.—The Vedanta Sutras. Price. Rs. 16.

Vol. YI.—The Vaisesika Sutras of Kanada. PriceRs. 7.

Vol VIl.--The Bhakti Sastra. Price Rs. 7.

Vol. VIll.--The Nyaya Sutras of Gotama, Price Rs. 6.

Vol. [X.—The Garuda Purana. Price Rs. 3-8,

Vol. X.—~The Mimamsa Sutras of Jaimini, Parts 1-4. Price Rs, 6.

Vol. X1.--The Samkhya Pravachana Sutra. Price Rs, 15,

Vol. XII.—The Brihajjatakam of Varaha Mihira. Price Rs. 7.

Vol. XIII.—Sukra-Niti. Price Rs. 6.

Vol. XIV.-«-’II'ge I—%rihadaranyaka Upanisad. Part 1. Price
e. i

Vol, XV. -A treatise on Practical Yoga, Price Rg. 5.

Vol. XVI.—-The Positive Back-ground of Hindu Sociology.

Vol, I. Rs. 7,

R ;
e

Extra Volumes (1)--The Adhyatma Ramayana, Price Rs. 8,

35 % (2)~The Physical Seienees of the Hindus,
! Price Re, 1-8.
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| The REVIEW OF REVIEWS of London writes:—'tStories of a
‘hype that recall the delightiul romances of the Arabian Nights."
ieplklore of London, for: June 30th, 1909, writes/s=— | 1 | ‘
w.The stories are told in good English. ¥ %% The stories are
Lexcellent examples of the tales of wonder, adventure, and enchantment:
| tha! eirculate throughout the Mohammedan world ®# % 0 0
({'}16 Pioneer of 22nd Decomber 1912, in the course of a biographical
4k atoh of the author, wrote regarding these stories e | !
[ “Serious scholars are generally known to he dev
colled | * wit and bumourl 'But his ' ¢ Follk-Tales ¢ [indnstan
shows how cleverly /he ean wield his pen for writd tories in-
| teresting and entertaining to the old and the young alike, * * #
" We may safely predict that, like the Arabian Nights Entertainments,
| these stories will be eagerly read in ages to coms by all classes of
\(ipeople.  Thege have already been translated into Bengali and their
translations in some other vernaculars are in conrse of preparabion,’
The Modern Review. Sept. 19/3.—4The baok is handsomely gob
up and well printed. Tts success is evinced by the fact bhat the
first edition hag (alveady run out. * % They are full of verve and
‘hold our attention rivetted wp to the end, How wmuch of haman
interest there is in these stories dealing with the fortunes of
| Prinoes, giants, fairies and animals! Nor must we | forget the
1 artists, Messrs, U, Ray and Sons, The pi(ﬂ’;ures have been nicely
‘conceived and beautifully  executed and are full of expression
/\which gives them an air of redlity often wanting in gimilar pictures
by Indian arbists,” ‘ ‘ ‘ i
Indian Education writes :- e i
These stories are more or less in the Arxabian Nights wvein, and,
\being told in correct idiomatic FEnglish, are guitable for lighter
iréading for school libravies, But perhaps the chiel intevest of the
(I book lies in its remarkable illustrations, by U. Ray, whieh show greab
‘yigour and humoar. It is interesting to add that like ail original
U work they owe much to borrowed elements, Persian, Japanese and
' Ruropean, bub they remain quite novel, and  will repay careful study.
he hook 14 excellent valne for Rs, 2, . We fancy it would sellin
England. il ‘ ‘ i
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