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i *XlSCS as m fllu 1dent1ty of me- is w;th.“"“ »
junius, in Lngland he c,tand rcvealed as an un:
abashed jum S in Bengalw a2 jumm s@t ﬁ»eh Foith'the
imr of the pﬂ}nry. .a.nd wuh hm mm 313‘@&:‘ hnm;‘ﬂf ‘

_'ri up
h nt i chag‘zm at being
: supemeded the x,wo final Iotter«; of Junius had fallen
flat. The Indian Council opened to him pms:bnhtxes i
“of 4 new and higher flight, e was still young,
£ ancthr thirty-fotr years of age, when he landed
At L.al(,u!t'x in October, 1974, - The. two wﬂeagues‘ j
| who ac wmpamed him were smdxors of f&sfnan and.
indeed  of merit.  But Francis fele thm m his

_administrative (unbmons he could use them‘ tools ‘

lhey were elderly mer, as dge wm, then mckcned in

e




i

le Indian official world (xcneml Clavm:mg was
tty~twc>, and Cclonul quwn forty-four. Prancis
oped with good reason to outlive them both.
Of the two other councillors d\)v’alttllg' them in

e in, one was the Governor-General, V&arren ol

*f«u:tmgs, who . entered the (ompzmys service as
ar back as 17 50y ¢ and whose - retirement seemed in

irang 2 guiestion of five years at the utmost,  The
‘su,rmd Barwrxll. son eb'a former Gover nor of Bengal,
had madu a mpAd fbrtune, angl mhough only thirty-
,three yc'ars of age, he longed to Uﬂjoy itin England.
Francis looked on himself as the residyary legatee

of the powers ‘wielded. by hs four colleaguc.s.

' Shortiy after his arrival in Calcutm he wrote with
rhamcteustm arrogance of * this glqmoua meu'e,"‘- i
which T was sent to save and govern! As he
wound his meshes round HaStm,Q;s he took a‘more

confident tone. ‘T am now, 1 thinik, on the rmcl
to the Guvemmmt of. ff}enn'u which I believe is the

_ first situation in the world, attainatile by a ‘ubject. N
1 will not balk my future.” !
I*rancm found; however, that in order to oust i

. Warren Hastings, he must first ruin him. Durmgf
the twenty-one ycars combat wh,mh followed,. he_

ST




opﬁosed to all
.ﬁd with vvery ‘
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 But the surtain finally @l on a more imposing

scene, after Fraacis aelernum servans sub peclore

vulnus had dropped out of public life, when in
1813 the House of Commons rose in honour of the
grea'i:}‘ Gaovernor-General, and stood  bare-headed
as Warren Hastings passed forth.

The Sowth Park Street burial-ground supplies’

the necrology of the first or Caleutta act of this
'1dng‘dr::<ma.  There rests Sir john Clavering, the
drate Commander-in-Chief, who in his duel with
a colleagyie in Couneil, Barwell, was with difficulty
withdrawn  from the ground, furiously calling for
e another shot. It is due to Barwell 't add that this
- demand arose solely from the extreme pugnacity of
the general. Clavering had wanted to fight the
Duke of Richmond for words used in public debate
before he left Fngland, and he nearly fought Warren
Hastings in India. At one orisis, indeed, it seemed
as if he would array the military forces against the
civil government in. Bengal: On. hearing ' of
Hastings' condjtional resignation, Sir John Claver-
ing “ustantly declared himself Governor-General,
ani demanded the keys of the Fort. It was only
the firm calm of Flastings, backed by the Supréme
R’

L




kmg,ht
aﬂwmoon

dlsuwa. But before he could esqape ‘o England i
' death r:lutchod him, In St,ptembp‘, 1976, they i
buried him in a nameless grave, beside that of his |
wife, Lady Ante, who had died in rhe prccedmgv] i
ARebetary ol ‘ L
They lic sepqratc,ly but c}umc together i the
' South Park Street burnﬂ ground, in ‘two long |
graves covered with'| urumbhrg, , arfﬂc:d brick-
work, aver which no ﬂluﬁl’lpuﬂﬂ was ever uplau:d
| Clavering's tomb stands hard by..
The L(Ldy Aanne Mons n‘idt that she waa murh
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too goarl for Indtan somety, being in fact a dauqhtw‘ ;
‘of the Larl of Datlington, and & great arand.
o daﬂghmr of Charles 11 by Barbara Villices,  But
Thehe i)nsblmd 'h
by W s that Jed the fashion in Calcutta,
. She fieraelt ko superior player, and it was at her
house’ thk;t Brzmm began his whtstwummgs‘, which,
! lsa fm,nd in 1776, on one blessed day of the
i presem y@ar of our Lord " amounted to 420,000,
It was Lady Anne, too, who set afloat the stary
j th t ‘erw Hastings "W«h the natural son of |
'stewazd of her father's”  One night Have thoughtf '
that the‘ remembrance of her own slip in life would
haVe w,med her off such dangerous ground. But
if the men of that wrathful age lied about their
opponents, the ladies fibbed with a subtler venom.
. Norwas her slander more audacious than the false-
hood to which Macaulay has puc the seal of history.
Mamulay informs us that Hastings' father, ‘an
radle, qworthiess boy, married betore he was sixteen,
ost hzs wxfe in two years, and died in the West
] Indx(*s‘ The parish. . tegisters and Oxford lists
provc. that the * idle, worthless boy ' was an ordained. |
':,clergyman educated at Balliol College, and twenty-

4 for her l!ﬂL()Ul‘ﬂ} surroundings



fouw or tw&nty six V’@d,l"i Uf age wnen he mamed;

his Wwife, who was herself twenty-five. ‘
The legend lives, and wxll live, in the picturesque

pagus of Macaulay, whose dmgemu; gift it was to |

equally t take captive his read&m whether he were

; nght or wrong. His geniug | embedded in amber

| a calumny that ‘would  otherwise have died a

‘natuml death, - Whmtcver wete the failings or

| misfortuties of Hastings’ father, they were the fail- |

ings and mmﬁmunes of an ed 1cated grown-up man.

Sixteen months of the' Caleutta. climate sileaced
Lady Anne Monsons backbiting for ever. |\ After

lying speechlesq thmugh ¢ ddy, writes Francis’
secretary on I‘r»hruary 18, 1776, she departed last

night about ten.' e puor lady has talkerl no

scandal since,

The secretary of I‘r'mcxs. was tis brother-in.law ;
brother of that faithful wife whom Francis left in.
fngland, and to whom he proved so false,  This
retainer also fell a victim to the climate, without
even the empty honour of 4 tomb in the Caleutta

necropolis.  In November, 1776, the secretary fled
to sea in hope of recovery, but only to find a grave
on the solitary Ganjam coast.  Within three ycars
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after Francis .md(.d under the guns of Fort William,

confident thit he held the reversion of India, death

had steipped. hint of the last of his allies, and he
stood’ at bay, alone. It was the memory of these

- Indian graves, and of the bullet which he put into

Francis' right side, that stirred Hastings to his
stern sammary of the struggle: ¢ My antagonists

: ‘swkened died, and fled.’

in the South Park Sstreet burial-ground also lies
Qolouel Pearse, who' dcted as qecond to. Watren

i;PI.:lsungs in his duel with Francis. Colonel Pearse

pleasantly records that he found ‘the gentlemen

were both unacquamted with the modes usually
o obsexjved on ;hosn occagions.’ - But if the combatants
_ asked questions of ignorance, they had a very ciear
idea as to what they had come to do in that jungle-

farié. There is, indeed, something aboye the pas:

sions of humanity in Hastings’ quiet resolve to bring
the anarchy to an end.  On July 3, 1780, he wrote

a Minute which charged Francis with treachery
and. falsehood in regard to the Maratha War.

1 judge of his public conduct by my experience of

his private, which 1 have found void of truth and
honour. This is a severe charge, but temperately




: vhbervrely made, he addul to h~ ave no th,
to the resuley e / Ll
i he qamc: day lflﬂ.‘)‘a‘\f(‘mr1 f"r'),nclc; (’«0013. tO )Ld‘
I W“’-h fever, and for six | weks H'xstmgw kept his
Minute loaded to thﬁa muzzle in his desk, On
Avigust. 1y 1780 Francis h*mug recovered, Hastings
! po]wcly sent him a copy of it; to avoid airything
th g 'f Counml next ﬁyrfu*

dam ‘duei in Bn ‘ nz“a we"tt dtstanmn‘ ,
for pxbto];, ‘Himself nothing of a ‘marksman, he
let Francis deliberately raise, his. weapon sthree
times to the prcsmr When it ‘missed fire, he
waited till it was freshly: pnmod and again allowed
 his 1dversary the first shot, Hastings then fired.

« Mr. Francis staggered, Hwrote Colonel Pearse, ' :md‘
, in attempting to sit down, he fall and said he \vas :

o a dead man, Mr, Ha:,tmga, hearmg this, cried out,
L Lzmd God, 1 hope noﬂ” amd nnmcdmrely went

‘ p to himm.’ 4 iy ; ; ‘ ‘
!\ Frands was not kﬂled But a tnw months later
:'.hls brohen health drove lnm home to ]»_',ngl.md‘ i




h(, llvecl g let‘ of active malevolence for |
He dl(,(l quietly in his' |
iy In the same
L e 1818 \V').rren Habtmgs \pa:.sed painfully
i 'wmr ;1ged ex;.,hty six. Colonel PC.NbC., his second

| no ‘rcputfmon was too hxgh no fate.
qo trag“it: to @smpe the Aavenmg tusk. of slander.
aw these poor dead people hated their great
fl‘h(’y qronu‘i thelr pmphgts. to be ‘men-
IL iy thh a sense of

‘each cher now. ’l he defamod lie a$ cool as: thur b
‘defamers. - If, our (,alcutta graveyards are not
remplc,s of reconciliation, they are at least sanctu-
ries of silence.  And, ahke for some hard, mean | )
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e amb!tmn" Wthh they cover over, and yfo,r some
' noble names done 1o dishonour ,by ‘slanderous
tongues, perhaps silence is most merciful.  Here
they fear no more the heat of ‘the sun, falsehood |
and censure rash come not near them and in place
“of the sharp bitings of malice they hwc‘b,u‘t‘ to
_ encounter the toothless maw of the worm,

fil How much of the ﬁeme invective of that agt* are l‘
l\vq to believe » -+ Wi mus tremembe‘r‘l.hat it was the
age in which Mr, Batson struck Warren Hamings‘
(in the Council Chamber with liis fist. ‘It was also
the age in which a Governor of Madras, I. ord Pigot, '
~ snatched away a mutinous resolutmn from. bis
colleag'ueb in Council, suspended them from oftice,
ordered the arrest of the commander of the troops,
was himself seized by the mdltary, and dlc,d in cons
- finetent,- - i
‘1 will not content mybelf wrote Francis of the
great Commander-in-Chief whd' came after Claver- |
ing, ' with saying 1 never knew, but upon my soul
I never heard of, so abandoned a scoundral, It is
a character to which your English ideas of dirt and
meanness do not reach. Nor is it to be met with
even in Bengal: even here it excites exccration
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,,ﬂ;m mpt “xhaU we accept thesc words as
) a\faw ‘portr ait of the warrior-statesman before whose
monum(-nt in Westminster Abbey, with its figures
of Vietory and a (:onquerf,d Province, many a young'
ssoldier Has paused to read a nation's record of the |
services of Sir Eyre Coote ?
quwell, as we saw, escaped the budet of Claver-
ing. He went home to pose as a nabob for a quarter
of a cenrury in Sussex, and to order round ‘ more
curricles.’ 'But the’ pistols of Honourable Members
of Courxml in the last cettury were less deadly than
 their pens. They safely stabbed eacti other in their
‘Jvdmrxe‘z and poignarded their enemies in letters to
*England If Barwell pasted scathless through the
fire of one colleague, he fell a victim to a ‘ private
‘memomndum of another. *Mr, Barwell, I think,’
‘wrote Francis, ¢ hag all the bad qualities common to
tlng,chmate‘ and country, of which be is in every
- sense a native ; but I do not affirm that there is no
- mixture whatsoever of good in his composition.
 He is rapacious without industry, and ambitious
\without an exertion of his faculties or steady appli-
- cation to affairs. He will do whatever can be done
4 _1bery and i mtrxgue. He has no othe-r resource,’

16'99




’hat dem ec of vcmnmhtudﬂ bhall we -,,rcdn
w 1o these appalling silhouettes of darkest shadow? |
{0 Barwell'seems to have ber»*n in truth a greedy and.
(1 pompous ‘person But nf one memory could have
‘been spared, it might surely have been that of
Adiniral’ Watson, who, brought. s,uccom to the
Settlement in its dire f.xtvemny after the thk.’-
Hole, How dire was that emremny it.is ‘now )
ditficult to raahze Al through the, 'nm of 1756
. our ha )lecaﬂ‘rufugees From (»aluutta\we ¢ huddled
mged:h‘ at hﬂh in’ ‘the fe\ff’:r»\st cken delt gty
crowd of mg,gard whue men and de:spa,mrlg white
women with theit skeleton rlnldm‘i‘ in boats.of
straw hovels, dependent for their daily food on ahel
pity of the natives; €clad in the meanest apparel, |
writes an eye-witness, <and for almost five months
surrounded by sickfiess and disease.” . They sank
0/ low as to approve fia complunr*ntary letter * o
the Prince who had driven them forth and suffocated
their cmmtrymen in the | Black Hole, ¢ mmplmmng
alittle of the bard usage of the I inglish Honon(uble
(ompanv, but assurmg ‘His Highness of their '
| gnod mtenuons, nozmtlmandxng what had imp-' |
il ‘pem:d andbcggmg ~+for provxsnonb. _ So run. thé




\rﬁmutm ot thz, Bengdl Counul held on hmard
the P/"memx r:a,hoouer at Fulta on  August 22,

'W1756 : .

% Doy ehis brokeh band came Adm1ml Watson in

D,(*wmhﬁr with a fleet and an army. It should be

mmembcwed tha.t Adﬂ’lll’dl W(xt%on not (;olonel

. between thc sea nnd Lmd forccs. Wxthm exghr.

. mionths ‘he delivered: Calcutta, and. captured| the
el holds higher up the river—Hugli city from

' the native power, € ‘handarnag'u from the French
Wand turned the great seaentrance to. Bengal for
1 “once. and for ever into a British highway. At the
- end of that halfiyear of hard fighting he died on
“‘Augu@t 16, 1757, in the flower of manhood and
s ‘thh ‘onour at its height.  They laid him among
iins of Sty _[ohn churchyard, which he had
ed back from the destroyers. ' Yet even on
.,umb, Wlth its ‘Evcegz/ mmmme/z/zmz waere




v \Fedetate to aver th'uf it was done. with the dea.d
' hero’s connivance and cowardly assent,
hnglnnd meanwhile Had won the water- gate of
Bengal, and o practical nation does not too closely
count the cost.  But what those eight months of
fighting: meant may bhe learncd from one. {act. Soon
after Watson's death his gallant comrade, Major
Kilpatricl, was buried, in October, 1757, Of the
250 soldiers who came with him [Is:lpamck] in
August, 1756, writes the Admxra]s surgeon, ‘only
five survived their Lommamlet and these were now:
by repeated smkn%s emaciated to the greatest;
degree. ' ; b e
A single episode, however, tells that hermc stor)
better than any nouns of multicude,  When they
brought Admiral Watson to St. John's church:
yard, they dug his grave near to'a mound newly
 raised oyer a midshipmarn of His own flag-ship,
‘Billy’ Speke was the son of Captain Henry Speke
of the Aens, which carried the Admiral's red pennant
at her mizzen-top-mast, During the capture of the
French sctilement Chandarnagar, or Fort Orleans
on the Hugli as it was called, the Kent received
138 cannon-shot thruugh hcr side next the fort,



cks were. sWept with grape, her masts and
mggmg hacked to pieces, and within three hours
" 111 of her crew lay wounded or dead, Captain
upeke and his son, a lad of sixteen years  the
c:loctor says, were struck at the same moment.  The
wgunded Captain, seeing his boy's leg hanging
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only by the skin, remarked to the Admiral, ‘In- i

deed, sir, this was a (,ruel shot to knock down bath
‘the fuhvr and the son.’ ‘Mr. Watson's heart was
00 full to make the least reply,’ writes the surgeon,

disjointed  sentences from whose narrative may
‘c’;o‘ p!ebe the tale,

W nt to the son, But th(. lad would not «xllow ‘
hlm to touch the leg until the surgeon assured him
: r‘upon my honour’ that his fathet’s wound had
been drcss@d and pmtmsed well. . ¢ Then,’ replied
 the Loy, ¢ pray, sir, look to and dress this poor man
0 15 grounmg 50 sadly besuk\ me.” 1 told him
that he already had been taken care of.  He calmly
. obg ;;arved #8ir, I fear you must amputate above

the j(‘)lﬂt L rephcd “My dear, I must!” Upon
i whxch he clasPuI hoth his hands together, and
: Hng‘ ‘his eyes in the most devout and fervent
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manner tow’u'ds heaven, he r)ﬂ”ercd up the follow-
ing short but earnest petition: * Good God, do

Thou enable me to he}nve worthy of my father's
som” 0 10 then performul the operation above
the joint of the knee; but during the whole
time the mtrcpxd youth never spake a word or
uttered & groan | tlmt could be hedrd dtwa, yard.

Lt ‘y:hst'mcc‘

Ihmughout Lh(, Iong torture of thx. ﬂmputaﬂon :
the father lay s,uel ched cloge to his'son. * But what-j

o ‘ever wete his [the ¥ 1therz>j icdmgs, we dlscovered“

no other expressions of them than what the silent

'tnck!mg tears dwldred though the bare reco]lec
' tion of the scenc;, even at this dzsmnt time, is too
- painful for me. _ Next morning both were taken

together with the Tost of the wounded, to Cd.lrut:m '
the father being lod ged in a relative’s house, the"‘ ;
poor boy in the hospltal under the doctor's own

eye. After thirteen: days of agony, aggravated by -

anxiceties for his father, and apparently by Voices

Jin fevered dreams whmpetmg that his father was

dead, the end came. = ! The dear youth had’ been, : k‘
delirious,’ continues the doctor, ¢ the evening pre-
n,edmg the day ou which he died, and at two o’clock




msz /m i "w/fm hie s z’o[a’ /%e S rlyum awa’ 75
yf.a' 7y d’(m&l whather his father 15 not in as good
a' vr'wle af /'zm///u 17"'/7//1 z ves 2 /zo/ 100 !)my G0

‘ ‘mherem app(,al scmwled by a mshhght ‘
nd itk ‘aimmt the last flicker of the boyish brain
A the  reeking mght fitmes ‘of the hos spital,
qmckiy bmught the doctor to the bedside. “He
then began with me, “And jis he dead ?” “ Who, my
dt’&ﬂ'?“ My ﬂsthur, sir.! “No, my love; nor is he
in any dan;;;cr I assure you. He is almost welk”
oE hzmk (od, then why chd THEY rell meso? 1am
- now satisfied and ready to die!”  He begged my
pzzrdtm for hcxv:ng (as he obhgmgly and tenderly
exprbsaed humch’) disturbed me’ at so early an
hour and '—died. .
L He ‘sleeps in brave, rompany Our Calcﬁtta' e,
gi'aveyards, mdeed are sown so thick with heroes -
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s to leave small space for sepdrate monuments,
A cenotaph hard by was set up on twelve pillars in
memory of a like number of officers who fell in a
desperate contlict with the Rohillas in 1796, In-
side therelis a platform designed for some military
trophy, never hrected Nor was there even a list of
their names nor any epitaph until a hundred years
later, when the Government in 1895 placed the
. present inscription,  The brave little midshipman,
‘Billy' Speke, lies not far from a tomb which
thriftily commemorates two founders of out Indian
Empire. A slab within its recess bears the name
of the patriotic surgeon, Hamilton, who in 1715
asked as fee from an Emperor a grant of privileges
j to his countrymen. Anothet slab tecords in 1693
e the death of Charnock, the originator of Calcutta.
One sepulchre now suffices for the founder and
the benefactor of the British capital of India,

It is difficult to say whether the founder or the
benefactor fared worse at the hands of those whom
they setved, Of Surgeon William Hamilton, de-
scribed in the Calcutta burial register by the
honourable title of Physician, the tablet truly says
that ' his memory ought to be dear to this nation,’




SOME CALCUTTA GRAVES 34 L

a'matter of fact, while he was cuting the Delhi
Emperor at the risk of his own life if the operation
went wrong, and exhausting his credit with his
| angust patient to obtain indulgences for the English
Company, his Honourable Masters had, in a fit of
. parsimony on the other side of the globe, done
. away with his appointment, and ordered ¢ the dis.
. charge of Dr. Hamilton on his return from Court.
| From this ingratitude the Directors were spared
| partly by the fear of losing Hamilton's influence
- with the Emperor, and partly by Hamilton’s death,
o Fz‘iﬁﬁiﬂg by ‘thu(‘r letters before us,' they wrote
oy gfutigingly “in‘ their Bengal despatch of January
. 4717, “how sitccessful he hath been in curing the
. Great Mogul, which very probably will help for-
I ward our negociations and get an easier grant of
- 8ome of our requests, we now say that if Dr, Hamil.
ton. shall desire a continuance in our service, you
. readily consent. to it, and let him see you are
~ sensible of the benefit aceruing to us, if you find .
he any hath, by his undertaking and accomplishing
. that cure, ‘
. The noble doctor was saved from putting to the
| test these tardy good intentions. The Emperor,
e o
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reluctant to paut with the man who had | gwen hxm
back health, loaded him with gifts, among them
t models of all his surgical instruments in pure gold.’
At lergth the Physician, said the Persian inscription
on his original grayesstone,  having made his name
~ famous in the four quarters of the earth by the cure
of the Emperor, the Asylum of the World, and with
a thousand difficulties having obtained pcrmmon
drom the Imperial Court, which is the Refuge of
the Universe, to return to his own country, by the
Divine decree on the fourth of December, 1717, d:ed
in Calcutta, and is bursed hete. The epitaph was
evidently weitten, the grave-stone was perhaps paid
for, by some grateful Moslem friend. e
The story of the founder of Caleutta is even a
more sorrowful one.  Job Charnock went to India
in 1655 or 1656, and got a five years’ engage.
ment under the Company. His Honourable Masters.
in England soon discovered his value, and retained
him in their service by appointing him chief of the
Patna Factory, probably in 1664. There he re.
mained until 1680, mamed a Hindu wife, and .
adopted customs of the natives around him, The
lady is said to have been a girl-widow of good ‘




: ‘Whom he 1escued at the risk of his own life
hile she y s was being led out to her husband's fineral
pyre ‘Cut off by her re-mamage from orthodox
Hmdmsm, she appeats to have joined one of the
| sects thch in India mitigated the harshness of
 the caste gystem by holdin g out a fresh start to the
hnnforrunate and the out-caste. After many wedded
years Charnock cherished her memory by an anni-
versary sacmﬂce of a cock upon her tomb: an
wlaptation. from the rites of the Five Saints of
Behar, the province in which he had rescued and
ded her. In 1680 He was promoted to the
re centra.l charge of the C ompany’s louse of
usipess near the modern Murshidabad, with the
claim ‘to succeed as chief of all the factories in
- Bengul at Hugli town,
. To Charnock fell the perilous task of settling
wthe position of the English towards the native
| powers.  'We had gone to India i 1600 as simple
! v_“tmdem and ‘during three quarters of a’ century
| We trafficked a5 peaceably as we could under the
protectxon of the Mughal Empire. But before
1680 the decay of that E impire had set in, and the
E mpezror could no longer shield our factories from
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the oppre"‘sxons of his own pmwnmal depuues. it

was not so much the want of will on the part of

the central Mughal Government to deal Girly with °
the foreigners who proved so profitable to its
exchequer, It was the want of power, Gradually
the English agents were forced to the conclusion
that if they were to remain in lIndia they mus,t_' ‘
defénd themselves, Lhamock had struggled ngamst g
the exactions and emartmns of the native otﬁcxa.ls
for thirty years. More than once he saw. s

masters' property despoiled. He himself was said

~ to have suffered the indignity of the lash by com- 0
mand of a local ruler, In 1686 he slipped thro.xgh

the cordon of soldiers who had surrounded his

factory near Murshidabad, and assumed charge of
the Company's head-quarters in Bengal, at Hugh :

town. He stood forth as the champion of the

new maxim, which then began to be adopted by
our countrymen in India, that ¢ A fort is better,
than an ambassador.’

In converting this phrase into a reality, Charnock
spent the remaining seven years of his hard and
harassed life. Worn out by thirty vears of un-
broken labour in the tropxcs, he had already been




'@y pléanc of our estate from us by the
besieging of our Factorys and stopping of our boats
apon the Garlg‘es, they will never forbear doing so
1 we hswés‘m e them as sensible of our power

‘truth and Justxce. They ac-

femnd to commeme hostxlmes, and in 16 86 sent
ut a forLe to be ptaced under Charnock’s commaad




38' A J‘IMCKERA vs uv mnm

1)

oceur to them that thur' scheme would cu them oﬁ' o

from the internal commerce of Bengal, Charnock i
" at once saw that what the proposed new settlement i
might gain in safety it must lose in trade, The

problem before him was to find a place secure

from attack, yet Lommandm_gr the tmﬁ&xc of the )

Ganges.

This problem he solved in spite of difficulties
and discouragements such as no other founder of b
. British. rule in India has had to overcome, - There

is a reach of the Hugli river, twenty-scyen miles

below Hugli town and about ethty miles from the
sea, where the stream scoops for itself a long deep‘ fily

pool—now the port of Calcutta, The plice was

early known to the Portuguese, whose galliasses
from 1530 onwards anchored there, to transfer
cargo to country craft, and so avoid the further

dangers of the river which shallows above the pool.
On the arrival of the fleet from Goa each. year,
a bazaar of mat huts sprang up on the west bank

of the river. On the departure of the Portuguese’

vessels, after transhipping their cargo, the mat huts

were  burned down, and the place returned to. !
solitude until the return of the Gda ﬂeet in thc. :




".ble for human habxtat;on._ Onc, or two'\“ :




families of Sets and Ba;ma.ks, mc‘eed bettled at the

Coteon Mart on the hxgh east bank overlooking =

the river. But that bank sloped down behind into
a swampy jungle, which at places came right to
the river-edge. - At others there was a strip of
fairly raised ground between the river' and the
swamp, a strip nowhere then exceedmg a mile in
Dbreadth. Behind it spread the vast agglomeration
of brack.lsh lagoons now kuown, within their cur-

tailed limits, as the Salt Water Lakes—a pestilent

region long given up to the tiger and the crocodile,
By creeks through the narrow strip of high ground
along the river bank, the fetid ooze from these
fens swayed bar*kward and forward with the rise
and fall of the tide, ,

The truth is that an old channel of the Ganges,
vhich took off eastwards from the Hugli a little

below Cotton Mart Hamlet, had silted up during

the three previous centuries. By 1686 it had
dwindled into a line of shallow ponds, and no
longer gufficed to draw off the mass of water from
the brackish fens. = A drowned land was thus
formed, at that time stretching over a hundred
square miles, shut off from its old exit southwards
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“towmrds the sea, ancl poisoning with its stagnant

| slush the country around,  Yet this very region of
. swamp rendered the Hugli bank at Cotton Mart

. unapproachable by troops from the east. Charnock
‘saw that a Buropean Power which dared the un-

healthiness of the s spot, and whose ships commanded
the river, would, whatever it suffered fwm nature,
be safe from the attack of man,

_ There is a story of how the old man landed at
the plice, and sat under a great tree pondering on

) its posmb;hues for a settlement,  But the facts need

10 aid from legend. = His Honourable Masters had

" sent him four hundred men, with orders to make
. war upon an empxre that counted its armies by
) ml.lb()ﬂS, and whose garrison in the outlying fort of

. Hugli alone numbered 3,300 horse and foot. He

knew that half a century before, in 163z, the

- Mughal troops destroyed the Portuguese settle.
" ment at Hugli—a settlement far more powerful
than the little company of Englishmen under his
Commanclwand carried off the whole Portuguese
_‘ popuhnon as slaves a thousand myiles inland. But

he had small time for reflection. On October 79,

1686 a street fight between three of his so’dlem
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and the m'lrket people in Hugli town ended in
) geneml attack, Qharnock heat off the native
garrison, a,nd after fruitless  negotiation put the
Company’s gonds and servants on board hig ships;
droppcd down the river twenty-seven miles, and
anchored in the long deep pool opposite Cotton
Mart Hamlet; i
During the four following months he made some
sort of settlement on the high river bank, and even
;hoped for permission to build a fort.. Butin Feh-
ruary, 1687, the Jmpenal forces began to press
upon him from above, After a gallant fight he

had again to take to his ships and seek shelter

about seventy miles further down the river, near its . ‘
mouth, There he tried to fortify himself at Hijili,
which, although on the east bank, was protected to :
landward by a network of swamps and crecks.
A high dyke now circles the region like the ram-
patt of a Roman camp, and defends it to some

extent from inundation. It was then but half .

rescued from the sea, “ having a great store of wild

hogs, deer, wild buffaloes and tigers,' at places

fectile, but so malarious that it passed into a
Hindustani proverb,
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In thjs welrd !'md where the B ompany Mo Sary
vants had stalied big game in happier days,
Charnock and his four hundred sought refuge
at the end of February, 1687. He seized a little
fort, but the Nawab's' army again closed upon
rim with 12,000, men.  In three months Charnock
buried two ‘hundred of his soldiers, only one hun-
dred. remzunr:d fit to bear arms, many of them but
 living skeletons, almost all of them emaciated with _
fever and ague.  Of forty officers, only hiraself and
‘one lieutenant with four sergeants were alive and
able for duty. Their principal ship sprang another
great leak, and the end seemed to have come, when
e‘:sﬂel hove in sight from England with seventy
:, fresh men on hoard.

i Chamock who had been the soul of the defence,

. now obtained honourable terms of capitulation.,
On June 11, 1687, he marched out the remnant of -
is men, gaunt and ragged, but with drums beating:
and colouts ‘flying. After trying another  place,
JE bana halfway up the river, for three months, he
nee more anchored in the long deep pool oppo-
'_‘te Cotton Mart Hamlet. Here he again opened

i egouauons for leave to build a fort on the eastern
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bank, and 111”e‘anwhilé‘stoutly‘set to work with brick
and lime on the river edge which was destined to
Hecome Caloutta et o Coitinn g i
For a year he laboured at the double task of
buying a treaty from the Nawab, and erecting
a factory in anticipation of it. The rugged veteran
eems to have been quite unconscious that he was -
 doing anything heroic. His Honourable Masters, "
indeed, so far from thanking him, marvelled at.
tyour insensible patience " under the oppressions
of the mative viceroy: . Nor were: they *without
great fear that your backwardness and hankering
after your profitable, easy old habitations [at Hugli
town], as the Israelites did after the onions and
. garlick of Egypt, may deprive us of the fruit of all
our cost. As to his magnificent defence of Hijili,
‘it was not your wit or contrivance, but God Al-
mighty's good providence, which hath always
graciously superintended the affairs of the Com-
pany,’ to which he owed his deliverance.  So i
1688 they sent out a hot-headed sea-captain to .
supersede the old man, with a plan of campaign
drawn up in a London counting-house. ]
Charnock had now - tried four places on the
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i ver s Hugh town, 100 mﬂes from the sea; Ula-
. baria, literally * the abode of owls;’ halfway dow ;
Hijih, nedr the mouth; and twice over the long
pool at Cotton Mart, with its high eastern bank;
protected by swamps to the landward. With infinite
! labour and endurance of misery through the hot
weather and the drenching rains of 1688, he lutted
 his fever-stricken followers, and began some poor

| defensive works. To him arrived on September 20,
1688, Captain Heath with a reproachful despatch

:j_ from the Directors, and orders to load their goods

once more on ship and to sail for Chittagong.

. Charnocke pleaded hard for his rising seftlement.
The despatch grudgingly provided that if he had
already fortified some suitable place, their servants
might stay there, ‘since we can’t now belp it With
the aid of this argument he managed to delay
" the catastrophe for seven wecks. But Captain
. Heath, although a skilful navigator, had not the

 eye of genius with which Charnock, and Clive after
him, discerned the strength of the high eastern
bank of the Caleutta pool alike for commerce and
 forwar, After much wrangling and several sudden

- changes of ‘mind, the impetuous sailor put Char-




‘aaﬂed zway, leavmg the factors at
stations, and even our envoys at the
: COuLt, to their fate. ‘ :
He }nd ‘but a hazy notion as to Whlther he was
going. His Honowrable Masters distinctly ordered

,‘?from London shows that thay fancied he would
. find that place somewhcze up the great Ganges !’
As a matter of fd(?t it lay on a little river far to the

the Bay of Bengal with the Company's whole.
* Bengal establishment on board, sacked and burnied
a sea-coast town, looked in at Chittagong only to
find it defended by 10,000 men, vainly offered his
services to the Arrakan king, and after again
abandoning an envoy, sought refuge in a rage at
Madras, His overcrowded human cargoes had
been dying of scurvy, and in February, 1689, as
he himself writes, he gcm_ ‘orders for each shxp toﬁ j
malke the best of her way.'

’«sgrvam,s of the Company, abode in a sort‘of exile

 him to capture Chittagong.  But their despatch ;

© east, and was cut off from the mland Gangetic i
‘trade. During three months Heath pmwled round

‘At Madras, Charnock, w1th the other Bengal““f i




] fte,en Weary months. But the indefatigable
soon set to work to patch up the rain which
Heath had brought to the settlement in Bengal.
: vAﬁer kmg negouatione, the refuigees were allowed
| to return, & was a penlous step; even Char nock
“whthat&d for d momet, and the sturdy Welsh chap-
Tlain Evans of the Bengal establishment preferred
”w remaml at: Madras for ‘a ,ea,sqn, to preach and
i in safery At length; on Sunday, August 24,
9 a: noon, Chamock and his Council and fac-
for the third time, anchored in the long pool
he Hugli river at Cotton Mart. ‘They * found
the ,place, says their Consultation Book under that
d.ate tin a deplorable condition, nothing being left
| for our present ‘1ccommodat10n, and the rain falling
- day and night.!  With a poor guard of thirty
. soldiers all told, they scrambled up the steep mud-
b«mk whlch wa thenceforward, without a break, to
g gtow into the British capital of India. i
by Chamock had given a thought to his case he
would have sailed on to Hugli town, and setdedf-;_
there undar the asaurances of the now friendly
viceroy. But he knew the value of such assurances,
which, although thcy might hold good long enough :
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for mcixvnduals Q make A fortune, formed no per-

manent gu“.rantee to the Company He tarned

‘a deaf ear alike to native persuaqxons and the
_clamours of his own countrymeu who longed for

their houses and gardem in Hugh town, and for the

private trade there which alone rendered Indian
service bearable. He had had enough of * fenceless
factories, and, in spite of shattered heaith, he
resolved to bequeath to his masters a stronghold
that should be better than an ambassador, even if
‘he perished in the attempt. He perished : but not
antil, by two more years of enduram:e, he had
founded Calcutta,

They were two miserable ycars The bulldmgs
which he set up in 1688 with so much labour and
peril had been plundered and burnt, Three ruined
mud hovels alone remained on the high river-bank.
Through the pitiless rains of 16go he struggled
sternly on, although the declaration of war by
England against the French, whose settlement lay
twenty-four miles higher up the river, seemed to
make his efforts the mere obstinacy of a dotard.
In the scorching summer of 1691 an official de-

spatch describes him and his desponding Council as



;, fmd tha pleﬁty of Madras soundly rated lnm.
: i ‘HIS own foﬂowbrs thll qxghcd for thmr profi tablu, :
g _ea&y old hdtntatmm at Flugli town, and saw with

‘ *“ahagrln zt nﬁSt of nnerlnpers flock thither unde" the i

achmg‘ Madras, it was ot thh the strugglmg
sectlement at Calcutta but with the interlopers at
Hugli that tha astute Welshman t}\rew in his lot.
his active parson hved to take hxs wealth home to
hngland was rapldly preferred to the see of Bangor,
_and being translateu thence to Armagh, the premier
: bxshopmc of Ire]and dxed ata rspc a;,c in the odour
of sanctity. i

Yet in spite of everythmg Calcutm grmv. When
once fomﬁed its position secured it on three sides
om' attack. “Its deep harbour attractc,d the trade
om the Dutch and French seitloments on the !
hallow reaches higher up the river, and the nitive
i 'chaints began to crowd toa place where the,y




in the Calcutta pool could cut off the upper settle-
wents from thesea, But the fever-haunted swamps
which stretched behmd the Ifugh nver-bank exacted
4 terrible price for its prosperity. The name of
Caleutta, taken from a tieighbouring Hindu shrine,
. was identified by our mariners with Golgotha—the

 place of skulls, Within a decade after Charnock

 inhabitants, of whom 450 were buried between the '
" months of August and January in one year. ’I‘he
 miseries of the fever-stricken band thrmaghout 1690 .
and 1691 are not to be told in words.
By the middle of 1692 they had made firm therr
 footing. Indeed, the official records complain that
_ Charnock secured alarger investment for the Com-
pany in that year than he bad funds to pay for.

the victory. His last months were embittered by
a subordinate who taunted him with the new
Company about to be formed in England and of
which ¢ he and not Chamock would be the chief in
: Hengal A terror of gettmg enmeshed within the

finally landed on the deserted river-bank in 1690, B ‘
 had become a busy natiye mart with 1250 Buropean '

The battle was won, but Charnock was not to enjoy *
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dis\té,tht?ﬁims&iqiqﬁ of the Madrés court parédyze:d
his action and haunted his bedimmed mind, ‘The

- worn-out man. He grew moody and savage.  The
_government slipped from him into unworthy
hands.  His olosing days were unlovely and un-
- loved, On January 10, 1693, they buried him in
. a grim enclosure, destined in the next century to
s become the site of the Old Cathedral of Calcutta,

- What little the English world knew of him was
 for long made up of stories of Jhis last morose
 years, told by interlopers who hated him, and by
| an unworthy successor who failed to discern what
* he had achieved, Even Orme, the most careful of

Indian historians, misled by the old style date on
. his tomb, gives a wrong year for his death-—an
error followed, I believe, by all writers down to
1888, Charnock now stands forth in the manu.

~ seript records as a block of rough hewn British
| manhood. Not a beautiful personage pethaps, for
. the ‘fouuders of England's greatness in “India’
. were not such as wear soft raiment and dwell in
‘ kings' houses ; but a man who had a great and
hard task to do, and who did it—did it with small
: e e bt b i

(shadows of coming night settled heavily on the




«mxde.

" The maéters who treated lmn o'grudgingly“ {
knew his worth., He' was even in his lifetime

“our ‘honest Mr. C harnock ’; no prowler for hint-

self beyond what was just amd modest.’ But the
mscnptmn on h1s tomb, written, let us hope, by
Chaplain Eyans, bishop and merchant, mutely
appeals to a higher verdict than man's. He gleeps

v spe beatae resuwem‘wr-zzs ad Christi tndiers '
*".adwwlzfm —an exile ‘gui postguam in solo non..
s jzeregrmams assert dm, wver.ms est, domum
suae acternitatis,’  He abides in the hope of a
.Joyful resurrection at the coming of Christ the

Judge : a wanderer who after long travel in a far

country has returned to his eternal home. Perhaps

his truest epitaph is a chance line in a despatch

from the Directors a year after his death—* Always

a faithful Man to the Company.’ N
There he rests, CONDITOR URBIS, in the heart

of the vast hot city, with nigh a million human

beings surging around. On the one side tower

b the buddmgs of the grcat Calmxtta newspd.per, with ’



. the nightly wlur of its s‘tew.m pres:s On the other
stands the Old Cathedral of St John, with the

! tmttcrs f birds from its eaves at sunrise, and the
o ‘moving | shadow of its steeple and chime of hours
througboux the srla.rmg day Wy mpu.al trees in

soil and s:lf Tha generwons of dead Lnghshmen ‘
“who beat out their hard lives in Bengal through
the séventeenth century are sunk deep below the
i urfaceg They lie as remote from modern ken as
the t.mpmal insect life that buzzed and fluttered in
- the jungles which now form the peat bvds twenty
feet under Calcyea. : ,
Thlrty of their head-stones, dug up during
pxaavauons or rescued from church repairs, were
 formed into a paved terrace around Charnock’s =
- mausoleum. For Surgeon Hamilton's, a place was
found within it. The finely raised letters on the
hard slabs give dates from 1693 to 1766.  The
: nsﬂnctwe piety of later Englishmen has thus made.
the ‘ibunders tomb the centre of a Campo Santo




for ‘the men who dzd I‘nglands work: in Bengal
and died, and were. traduced or forgotten.

' The very gmund on which they struggled and
_ suffered has dzsappmred' The old foundations of
. forts, factories, cuunmLchambers, and churches lie
buned one under the other - silently obliterated by
‘successive layers of sile.  Even the site of the Black
- Hole was unknown until revealed by recent excava-
tions. Calcutta nses phoemx-hke above her ruins,
with the Hugli river as her one unchanging land-
mark, recalhng a yet. mdre august scene of dc.cay_;
and new bxrth ; ‘

W
Ll

Ne ought S0v6 J"ybe: hastning to her fall

Remaines of all: O world's inconstancie! = ‘
\ . That which is firme doth flit and fall away,
| That v?hich is ditting doth ahi.de and stny.

: I‘nvy and evil- spc.akmg are now so happily
abated in India, and backbiting, like a good
Christian’s charity, is so svrupulously done in secret,
“that a man has only to be sure of himself to live
‘unperturbed by the raﬁcour of rivals or the jealousy
of fnends. Defamation itself takes refuge in
”negatwes. But from the calummes of cliques these
dead men had no outs;de appeal They could not

1N
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pay back detracuou with comempt. An iron- -
hooped orbit of ofbuahsm hemmed in their only
_ known sphere of public life.  Until India passed
t0 the Crown in 1838, England troubled herself
little about Indian administration, save once in
twenty years at the successive wrangles over the
Company's charter. For a full century after
Charnock founded Calcutta, the power of the Press
was unknown in Bengal,
Nor, indeed, did that power at first prove for
. good, The earliest Caleutta newspaper, Hicky's
. Bengal Gz.:zelt‘e(l 780), was proseribed, not nnjustly,
within its first ten months, after which no copy
might pass through the Post Office. Its later
numbers, nauseous mixtures of duliness and in-
decency, were written and edited in jail. . During
fifty years its successors uttered their feeble voices
in peril of deportation and under menace of the
_censor’s rod. Scurrility and servility, indeed, long
seemed the only two notes known to' Calcutta
Jjournalism,. ' Who could have foreseen that those
cat-callings of bugle-boys, practising their prentice
‘windpipes in some out-of-the-way angle of the
ramparts, were destined to grow into clear trumpet.
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| notes whxch shmlld arouse sleepmg camps to great
lconsmtunonal stmggles, and sOund the charge of
political parties in battle? ‘

In place of the free pranse or hlame of pubhc
opinion, these dead men mxght 'abnun an entry in
- The Bengal Obituary, it their friends paxd for a
tombstone,  That compilation was printed in 1848
by a worthy firm of Caluutta. undertakers who, with
- a view to trade, traced the origin of monuments to

o L 4the Umvers"(l Deluge, when the Rainbow was

made or Selected asa sr'mdmg token.! It piously.
encouraged the public ta * proper sepulture’ by the
_argument of ‘the Resurrection of the Body.’ Its
inscriptions from the old Calcutta burial-grounds
and the rural g‘raveyav.cls. of Northern India, dating
with a few exceptions from 1768 onwards, form the
sole memorial of many a brave soldier and manful ‘
ruler of districts. i
We forget the harsh Judgmcnts passed on our
predecessors in India while turning over these pious.
flatteries from their tombs, Perhaps the truth lies
between the two legends. We learn, at any rate,
that amid the unbeautiful life of Caleutta a century
_ and a half ago, mothers sorrowed for little children
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mn’ the same tender words of Sor:pxu‘te which they
still use, that fair wives died young, and that men
wem; to theiv graves umvoyed by troops of friends.

. What a recoid here, t0o, of hopes shattered, ambi-
tions wrecked, and promise unfulfilled | The collapse

of the ‘b'mkiﬂg‘ houses in Caleutta, with their

in suborchnéte
| few, like the Thackerays, still flourish numerously

7 failure for seventeen millions sterling between 1830
Cand 1834- involved in one gigantic ruin the military

‘ han families of Bengal. Some of the old

- names survive in the two great Services, but many7

thc, flood, or were cast up as jetsam
branches of public employ. Very

went down i ing

not only in their own name but through branching
female lines. The undertaker’s volume preserves
the epitaphs of the multitude that have disappeared.

The noble Service which formed the governing
body in India has, in one respect, suffered ‘most.
Our early wars still move before us in the living

' pages of Orme. The Bengal army, the Madras

army, the Company’s artillery and navy has each
its separate historian; the soldier politicals have

2 an honourable literature of their own. The Indian
- Civil Service has found no annalist.  If an Indian
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'xdmmzstrator happened to belong to some close
evangelical borough at Mudras or Serampur, he
received the doubtful honours of an *improving’
biography.  Otherwise he passed to his grave
. unknown, unless some one had something to say
© against him. Till Bosworth Smith's Life of Lovd
Lazmwence awakened by its manly narrative the
interest of England, the world heard little good of
Indian civilians except in sectarian® memoirs, or in
the more disastrous panegyrics of filial piety,

For this, the two principles of the old Civil
Servxce, patronage and seniority, were in part to
blame. All seniority services are jealous of ex-
ceptional success. In the army, the principle of
seniority is tempered by the battle-field and the
brevet, The old Bengal Civil Service had no such
sanctions for short-cuts to greatness, and it regarded
brilliancy of any sort with a coldly distrustful eye,
lis esprit de corps was ‘the esprit de corps of
aunts, sisters, and’ cousins ; a family feeling which
bound with feminine withes many a strong man’s
hands, but which had small sympathy for talent
without  relatives, and made no defence for it if
it fell.
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. The only amenda-. that these poor dead civilians
could offer to their Service for exceptional ability
was an early death, It was an apology at once
- pathetic: and complete,  Yet even the name of

Augustus Cleviand, the dwlece decus of the old
Bengal Civil Service, has been misspelt during
a century; and the date of Vans Agnew’s burial
on the summit of a captured citadel remained
incomplete, when I last read his Caleutta cathedral
‘tablet, as * 184~ The neglect of our countrymen’s
- graves in India long formed a reproach to the
 British name, Perhaps it still does. If the early
English in Calcutta stotied their prophets, their
- successors grudged a. little qunckhme to whiten
their tombs.
in the same graveyard in whu,h Francis laid his
wrathful colleagues to rest, a tapering column with
a spiral fluting round it commemorates a poet’s early
love.  The faint lc-ttermg on its tablet bears the
name of Rose Aylmer, whose beauty and sweetness
for a time brought calm to Landor’s troubled spirit.
Afier his mishap at Oxford, and having quitted his
father’s house as he vowed ¢ for ever, ' Landor sought
rememem on the Weleh coast in 1796. There he
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'Gund kmdness from Lord Ay]m&r% famtly, and" ‘
chiefly from the gxfted daughu.r Roed, 1 %
. He was about twenty-one : she bardy sevmteen.
The most gracefully tf.mlvr of his pc)ﬂms tell the
old tale; the joyous awakening of young hearts;
 the ramblés by wood and qhom, his briar-torn hand
which she bound up; the tune she softly sang—
‘How close 1 bent I quite forget, L only. koow I hear
it yet." It was a. bcmk ‘which Rose lent him that
strick. the first true c)utﬂash of L'mdors _genius
in Gedir. *Sold for a shxﬂ‘ng, it has ‘miraculous
o beauties,” wrote Somhey of that almost forgotten
work, 't 1 would go a hundred miles to see the
zlﬂOﬂymOUS author. Then came the Wammg voice,
_* Whispering happy s thou art, Happiness and
thou must part.’ Lady Aylmer married a second
time, and Rose was sent out to her aunt, Lady
Russell, in Calcutta. A pathetic verse of Landor
hints that she went not Of her own choice.
Whatever her secret sorrow, she had not to beay
it long. The (i Zcm‘z'a Gazette of the first week
of March, 1800, records her death—aged twenty,
says the tombstone. - “Her noble name she never
changed,” wrote Landor, ¢Nor was her nobler




‘imng&d The news 'fell on hxm mrdway in
‘ For days and nights her image
bt Durmg houm of Hle?ple,ssnwa

vety. vxr‘me,\ dvery graw 9
Ayimcr, nu were thme :

‘ ay vﬁ‘uep but never scu, :
\ night of memories :md ot &;kglxs
lxcon'seemte to' thee

v\tafmrxhg " f:olulmnv (reorge Foley, the brxllunt young
mvxlmn aent in 1786 a;,"amst the recm 1tmm: R'q:x«a
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grweyards throughout Ben g’ﬁ t;he tmy graves rise
close. The price of the British rule in India
has always been paid in the. hves of little children.
To many of the early fathers of Calcutta the curse

- on the rebuilder of Jericho came bitterly home:

‘ He shall lay the foundatlon thereof in his first-
born, and in his youngest son shall he set up the
gates of it.'  Certain families seem, indeed, to have
 been specially singled otit for this sorrow. In the
same South Park Street graveyard ~each genera-
tion of the Bayleys durmg the first half of the
. century laid a child; ‘one of them burymg two
infant sons within two years: ;
-~ Young or old, whether torn from the sobbmg
mother’s breast, or calmly gamered in the ripeness
of years, defacing time has dealt impartially with
their tombs. The places are very desolate.  Some of
the monuments are in ruins, some coarsely patched
up, othiers have been levelled with the ground.
From many the inscription slabs have fallen out,
and the names and dates can only be gathered
from Zhe Bengal Obitwary. That pathetically
stolid jumble now forms the best record of a century
of tenderness and greatness and gnef
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HACKERA"Y s GRANDFATHER IN BENGAL

FASHIONABLE Park Street appears in the rmp
 of Calcutta for 1794 as Burial Ground Road. Bu
s T‘hja Impey, when Chief Justice, had lou.md
: ;‘magmﬁcenm on its southern edge,
: near thﬁ present Loretto Convent, and turned the
acenu waste into a deer-park, Other stately
"mansxonSaspmng up around his enclosure. A later
. Chief Justice, Sir Henry Russell, to whose wife
~.poor Rose Aylmer was sent about 1798, built the
~ palace which gave its name to Russell Street on
~ the west of Sir Elijah's pleasure-grounds. Camac
 Street was cut out of their eastern margin, and
~ houses gradually filled up the intervening space.
Impey’s old deer-park thus grew into the crowded
M*tyf'axr of Calcutta, and the route along its northern
side to the graveyards was euphemized from Burial
. Ground Road into Park Street.  ‘All funeral
_processions,’ says an early Calcutta writer, ‘are




comfaalcd as much as po;-,sxble fmm the c;xght of the
ladics, that the vivacity (rf thmr tempm.rs may not
be wouncle,d S ,

On Septcmbcr 13 181 5, Lram Of mcrf:hants,
soldiers, and dignitaries cle:ﬁled zﬂong that road
behind the coffin of a cmhan struck down midway
L in his career. 1 wondel if the chief Mourner was
a paiedaced little oy of four, who has come to
be known in all English- spmkmg lands as the
great- lwarted satirist of our age, and the prime
master of our full«-grown English tongue? For
it was the father of \Vzll:am Malkepeace Thackeray
‘whom Calcutta was escortmg to his grave.

The year 1815 had been a death- de,almg one to
‘the Thackerays in Beng,al It opened with the
news that the younger brother of the just decensed
Richmond Thackeray was fallen in a desperate fight
in Nepal. On August 14 Richmond headed the
funeral procession of his cousin Henry to the military
burial-ground in the southern suburb of Calcutta.
And now within a month, on September 13, Rich-
mond was himself carried forth for burial.

The Th’lckerays formed a typical famﬂy of the
Bengal Civil bervxce in the days of _Iohn Company
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They threw out branchcs into. the sister services,
military and medlcal, and by a network of inter -
mamages created for themselves a ruling connexion
both in India and i in the Court of Directors at home.
o Tﬁe ﬁrst ’I‘j'hacket‘ny in India went as a covenanted
civilian in 1}66, and four of his sons, with at least
© fourteen of his ‘ﬂescendanm and collaterals, have
_been traced in the same profession. While wandet-
iing oyer: the thre,ﬂ Presidencies, I noted down some
‘eir many appearam.es ifi the old manusetipt
@wfds from ‘the Malabar coast on the extreme
somhwvmc to the Sylhet valley in the far north-
cast 01’ Iﬂdia Nm published account exists of them ;
b&t 1 h.we‘ been allowed to make use of a private’
e ) umly Book of the Thackerays, compiled chiefly
by an aunt of the novelist. The two sets of
~ materials, when brought together from the Indian
. archives and the domestic papers, furnish a curious
. picture of one of those powerful and compact, but
' now almost extinet, family corporations which did
so much to build up British rule in the Fast,
. The Thackwas, Thackwras, or Thackerays, emerge
in 13368 holding thirty acres and a dwelling-house
. of the Abbot of St. Mary of Fountains, During .
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““4he reign of James the First a branch of them took
' root at Hampsthwaite, a village in the West Riding
of Yorkshire, = There, from about 1600 to 1804
when the last of this line died childless, they dwelt
as small owners, living in a ‘manly way on the
fringe of the moorland. From that modest home,
in January, 1706, a hoy of twelve years started
southwards to be admitted as a King's Scholar at
Fiton, and by due stages to become a Fellow of
King's College, Cambridge, an Eton master, Head-
master of Harmw,{lha‘plairt to the Prince of Wales,
and Archdeacon of Surrey. He got his scholar-
<hip at King's College in 1711, exactly one hundred
years before the birth of his great-grandson the
novelist. i ' _ :
The prosperous ecclesiastic married in 1729
a daughter of John Woodward, Lord of the
Manor of Butler's Marston, Warwickshire, and
during the next.twenty years had sixteen children.
Indeed he accepted the Harrow head-mastership
in 1746, on the birth of the fourteenth, chiefly with
a view to getting his sons educated.  Harrow
School, although far on in its second century, had
declined, under ‘a drunken, disorderly, idle ' head-
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master, to thu'ty three  boys, a ' fumber which
~ increased to 130 during the wgorous rule of
Dr, Thomas Thackeray, = He died in 1760.
e heaw!y weighted widow thankfully accepred
a Writership in the Fast India Company's service
for her sixteenth and youngest child, William
. Malkepeace, born ift 1749. These two names formed
a fayoutite combination among several branches of
the Thackerays; derived, it is said, from a memnber
. of the family burned for his faith in the days of
. Queen Mary. William Ivhk(,peace Thackeray,
tl gmndfather of the novelist, was placed at the age
“of fourteen w:th a “Writing-Master ' at Bromley-by -
Bow, to learn book-keeping—at that time essential
for entering the Company’s service. In August,
1765, his preceptor certified his capacity to the
Court of Directors in somewhat guarded terms.
He * has been under my care and instruction since
midsummer, 1764," wrote this worthy, ‘has gone
through a regular set of merchants’ accounts and
the practical rules of arithmetic, and I believeshe
understands what he has learned as well as most
young gentlemen of his age and experience.’  Ac-
‘ ccwdmgly in Febmary 1766, the lad saxlcd by the
S

#
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Lmd’ ( amden. for Calcutta, wn:h a family Bible
which his mother h'ad used for fifty-three years,
" and which she gave him as her parting  gift.
The book has survived the many genarauans of
Thackerays since passed away.
By the same ship sailed another youthful Writer,

the son of Lord Sandwich and the ceiebrated

Miss Ray. The poor boy died on his voyage out.

A third was George Grand, the predestined hus-

band of the fair daughter of the Capxtame du Port
at Chandarnagar, whose seduction cost Sir Philip
Francis fifty thousand rupees in 1779, and who
ended her chequered career in 1835 as Pnncesse

de Talleyrand. I found myself-on ‘board the

Lord Caneden, wrote Mr. Grand in his Narrative

published at the Cape of Good Hope in 1814,

¢accommodated with eleven Writers, each with

a standing bed in the great cabin, not one of
which gentlemen, excepting Mr. John Makepeace

Thackeray of Hadley, is now (1802) living. The

¢ John' is one of Mr. Grand's slips of memory.

The shipload of young civilians arrived in stirring
times, The previous year, 1763, had brought the
grant of Bengal from the Mughal Emperor to
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the ]:,ast tadia Company, followed by Clives
despairing effcrt as he 'said, ‘to cleanse the
‘Augean stable® of Anglo-Indian abuses. = The
_elder civilians were banded against the Governor's
 attack on their private trade, while the English

i ,'oﬁicers of the army formed a mutinous league
5“agamst his military retrenchments, * The office of

‘ ‘Govemm ha& ‘been hunted down, wrote Clive.
' But the 1 victor of Plassey kept his Bengal hounds at

i bajy,lby brmgmg up four councillors from Madras,
. and by filling his sccretarmt wi ith youths fresh from

! 5 England

Into  this wild arena young ’I‘h«xckeray was

'dmpp‘ed, with' his mother’s Bible in his trunk,

.. His *arrival as Writer’ is dated in the Company's
. books, June 20, x766 his seventeenth birthday,
, although the Lord Camden did not actually reach
Calcutta till some weeks later, Placed with three

others of his shipmates in the Secretary’s office, he

attracted the notice of his superiors, and was next
year promoted to be assistant treasurer or ‘cash-

~keeper ' under the new Governor, Verelst. In the

Company’s pay-sheet for 1767 he draws Rs. 1158 or

.£ 145 per annum, whlle most of the other Wmcrs 3




only receive £80. Except during a brief appoint-
ment in the Calcutta Court, his first five years were
passed in the financial and correspondence de-
partments of the Government.  Mr. Cartier, who
succeeded to the governorship of Bengal in 1769,
also employed him uader his own eye. The first
use that Thackeray made of his promotion was to
relieve his widowed mother of the charge of two
of his sisters. On their arrival in Calcutta the
Governor behaved with fatherly kindness to the
youthful group. - It was at his house that the elder
sister met her future hushand. In the family
records Thackeray appears at this time as ¢ Secre-
tary to ‘Mr. Cartier ' personal assistant would
more correctly describe his position, :

That position gave him a thorough insight into
the mechanism of the Government. Clive had left
behind a dual system, under which the actual
administration remained apart from the superior
control. The actual administration continued in
the hands of the old native officials who collected
the revenue, The superior control was exercised
by a handful of T‘nghshmen who could do little
more than see the revenue duly ‘fomarded to




head quzmers, and mvest it in- cahwcs or other
country products for the yearly shipment home,
Their business was not to dispense justice to the
b people, but to provide dividends for Leadenhall
Street, Their official grades as Factors, Junior
Merchnnts, Senior Merchants, Store- keepers and
Export Warehouse-keepers, expressed their real
 duties.. The profits on the Annual Investment
o ostill i'ormed the touchstone of merit. = Hven in

1773 ‘Warren ‘Hastings was chosen for the Bengal
‘g'overmrshnp by reason of his good manpagement
of the warehouses at Madras.

ke (.onductmg the Compmys commerce, its
servants also did business' on their' own account.
Their nominal galaries scqudy yielded a sub-
sxStence These meagre stipends, which they looked
on s retainers rather than as pay, they aug-
mented sometimes a hundredfold by private trade
and by presents from natives. Clive, under otders
from the Court of Directors, forbad in 1765 the

- acceptance of presents over Rs. 4,000, and tried to

restrict the private trade. During Thackeray's five
years in Calcutta, 1766 to 1771, the taking of
large pr&sents began to be discreditable.  But the




Court of Directors failed to enforce their prohibition
of private commerce. Indeed a general meeting of
the Company compelled them to reconsider their
decision, and .their repeated orders led to a series
of compromises with a view to the regulation
rather than to the abohtmn of their Bengal servants’
trade, ‘ ;
The truth s, that the old system of nominal
alanes supplemented by private trade had advan-
tages which the general body of the Company was
unwilling to forego. It enabled it to do its business
- with an appearance of economy hnghly appreciated
by the shareholders. The experience acquired
in private trade, it was also argued, made the
Company's servants keanet‘ merchants and better
agents for its Investment than they could become
by any other ‘training. During Thackeray's
whole residence in Bengal the officials continued,
without social disapproval or self-reproach, te do
 business on their own account. Sea-captains and
super-cargoes in like manner grew rich by carrying
private freight. Generals and regimental officers
retired with fortunes made from the supply of
clothing or commissariat to the troops.




This system, wnth its show of low salaries in the
ledgers at Leadenhall Street, opened a wide door to
abuses, Honourable men acted up to the standard
of public honour in their time ; dishonourable men
fell below ik | Whatever success Thackeray had in
his early vmturecs, he conducted them under the eye
of the Gowmor, apparently from the Governor's

.~ own house, and certainly it such a spirit as to retain
the confidence and esteem of his master.,

After five years of training at the centre of
government, he was appointed to a more indepen-
dent  position in the interior, The Governor,
Mr. (‘arﬁf.r, had spent his whole inland service at
Dacca, except when he yolunteered as an ensign

. with Clive's army in 1757 after the Black Hole.

He knew the advantages of the place for private
trade, and he determined to give to his young
favourite the sime opportunity of making a fortune

as he himself had enjoyed,  In 1771 heaccordingly
appointed Thackeray to be Factor and Fourth in’

‘Council at Dacca, The brother and two sisters

put themselves and their belongings into large

country boats, and wended their way eastwards
~ across the delta of the Ganges, The journey was
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a slow one amid tropical swamps and vast jungles, in
which the roar of the tiger could be heard through
the night, and his foot-prints seen at his drinking-
places in the morning. After days of rowing, and
poling, and towing from the banks, they emerged
on the confluence of watars over which Dacea
reigned as a queen. :

That great city formed the Mughal capital of
Bengal in the seventeenth century. Shorn some-

“what of its splendour by the removal of the Court

to Murshldaqu in 1704, it remained in 1771 the
seat of a wealthy local nobility and the Company’s
head-quarters in Eastern Bengal. Its sitnation at

'~ the meecting of the deltas formed by the Ganges,

the Brahmaputra, and the Meghna gave it the
command of an inexhaustible commerce. A net-
work of rivers brought down to its landing-stairs
the products of the east, north, and west. Further
south, the united waters spread out into an inland
sea gradually opening upon the Bay of Bengal.
The approach to Dacca, with its towers, palaces,
temples and minarets, still unspo:led by time, formed
in the last century a sight never to be forgotten.
The T hackeray party consxsted of the brother
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aged twemy‘-two,‘ sister Henrjetta aged twenty-five,
and sister Jane aged thirty:two. Henrietta was
strikingly handsome; the elder sister, although not a
beauty, was a kind, unaffected woman, of whom her
mother predmteci ¢1f there's a sensible man in India,
hie will find out Jane' One of the most sensible
had already found ber out while on a visit to
Governor Camé:r in C/llcutta. and was waltmg at

Dacea. to Welcome her.

Among his eager, fortune-sceking countrymen

of the last century in Bengal, Major James Rennell
~stands forth as an unique figure—a calm, disin-

terested man of science. Born in 1 742, and having at
the age of five lost his father, an artillery captain, in

the campaign of the Pays Bas, James Rennell was
educated by the kindness of relatives, and entered

the navy at fourteen.  Fortunate in quickly secing
service, he still more distinguished himself by a

‘habit of drawing plans of whatever action his ship

was c,ngaged in and of the ports which she visited.

When the peace of Paris in 1763 seemed to end

his chances in the British navy, he entered the

‘East India Company's fleet.  In the following

year, 1764, he received an ensign's commission in




fre Bengal Engineers from Governor Vansittart,
and was appointed surveyor oF the . Companys
dominions in Bengal,

In that position he remmned wnhout seeking
‘ promotlon O concerning hxmsdf in moncy-making,
throughout his' thirteen yearx of Indian service.
Indifferent to the vanities of social lifé, he kept a
staff of draughtsmen in Calcutta, but buried himself
in the recesses of Rastern Bengal to be near the
cenitre of his work, Year after year he studied
the great river-systems in which he discovered the
key to the geography of the COumry He watched
their behaviour i in the mlghty floods of each rainy
geason, measured’ the new silt-islands w hich they
deposited, and mapped out their altered courses
in the dry weather, until he wrested from them
their secrets as land-makers and land-destroyers,
at once the waterways, the sml-carrters, and thc
race-dividers of Bengal. = . :

On his labours our knowledge of the country
rests, After his return to England in 1777 they
won for him the highest rank among men of"
science.  Still refusing offers of advancement, he
quiétly went ‘on with his work until extreme




_fage content in' the words oF the President
of the Royal Geographlcal Society, to be ‘the
leading geographer in anland if not in FEurope,
for a period of fifty years! Rennell now divides
his scientific supremacy with I'Anville of France
~ and Ritter of Germany, but enjoys an undis:
~ puted. pre-emxnence for many-sidedness gained by
practtcal work as a smlor, explorer, and surveyor
on land and on sea. ; gl
His researches extended over the wholc« world
and throughout all time, from * The Geography of
: Herodotus,’ “The Retreat of the Ten Thousand,
. St. Paul’s shipwreck, and the topography of Babylon
and Troy, to the Delta of the Ganges,'the mountains
of the Himalaya, the Gulf stream and Arctic cur-
rents, the Niger valley and Central Africa. It was he
who worked out the geographical interpretation
of Mungo Park’s travels. All the honours of
. science, from the Copley Gold Medal of the Royal
; fnocu‘:tv to Baron Walckenaer's magnificent édoge
before the French Academy, Rennell reaped. For
other distinctions he cared nothing. He died in
1830 at the < age of eighty-seven, and lies buried
'm Westmmster Abbey ‘(mntle, courteous, and



THE THACKERAYS IN INDILA
?‘niple minded,’ writes Sir Clements Markham, ¢ he
was the type of a perfect English gentleman!

This beautiful-souled fan of science soon be-
came the ayowed suitor of Jane Thackeray. The
year. of her anlval with ‘hee brother and '‘sister
in Dacca, however, nearly proved to be the year

“of his death. ' The task of surveyipgl Bengal had

to be carried out amid ‘dangers from river-pirates,
herds of trampling elephants, and roaming hosts of
banditti, the fierce remnants of the native darmies,

On ofie oceasion Rennell saved hxmself from the

spring of a leopard only by thrusung' a bayonet
down its throat,

I 1766, five years before hemet ]ane Thackeray,
he had been literally cut to pieces by a band of

- marauders, 8oo strong, Having routed them in

a pitched battle, he came unexpectedly upon them
again the next morning with an escort too weak for
defence. One sabre-stroke ¢ cut his right shoulder-
blade through, and laid him open for nearly a foot
down the back, cutting through or wounding several
of the ribs,’ A second slashed his left elbow, a third
pierced the arm, a fourth came down on his hand
depriving him for ever of the use of a forefinger,



besides lesser thrusts and hacks. In this mangled

. state he had to be rowed three hundred miles in

a boat to ‘the neavest surgeon at Dacea, with such
cataplasms of leaves and onions as the anxious

~ affection of his - mme servants could devise for

his wounds. After hanging for months between
life and death, he recovered, to find himgelf pro-
moted by Lord Clive to be Captain of Engineers

and Surveyor-General of Bengal, at the age of

twenty-four. .
The long illness ‘nved Rennell from a scarcely

less serious danger, For while he was slowly

‘élt.ermting hetwveen fits of delirium and prostration,
‘the officers of the army conspired against Clive's

retrenchmcnts. Careless about money himself, and
indeed exceptionally well provided for by a salary
amounting with allowances to 41,000 a year,
Rennell felt deeply for his less fortunate comrades.
His dying condition alone prevented him from
being taken into their mutinons league. ‘It was
indeed,’ he wrote, ‘a lucky circumstance for me;
for no doubt I should have been carried away with
the stream, and should have entered into an associa-
tion which has been attended with disgrace to all
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those concerned in it.  Though the recrenchrents
bore hghtly upon his large pay, merely reducing it
by £e74 per annum, he did not hesitate to express
his opinion as to the wrong inflicted on his brethren.
in-arms, - His letters.home enable us to understand
how the transaction appeared to one of the few
Englishmen at that time in Bongal who was himself
indifferent to fortune, i :
“In this affair,’ Renneli wrote, we ‘discoVer the

~generosity of the Company to'a set of men who
have conquered a territory equal in ‘extent to the
kingdom of France, and this in a chmate that
proves  so prejudmal to }*uropean constitutions
that scarte one out of seventy men teturns to his
native country. There is a passage in Rollin's

Ancient History relating to the Carthaginians
disbanding  their mercenary troops after those
troops - had preqerved the State from ruin, and
the reflection on it perfectly suits the East India '
Company. “‘ There,” says Rollin, ' you discover
the genius of a State composed of merchants who
make a traffic out of their fellow-creatures.”’

In 1771, the year of the Thackerays' arrival at
Dacca, Rennell had again to disperse a wolfish
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‘army of marauders who were levying contributions
throughout Eastern Bengal. In fifteen days he
marched his force 320 miles across difficult country
urder a blazing sun, scattered the enemy without
a blow, and returned to Dacea completely suc-
© cessful, but vnth another violent attack of fever,’
says Sir Clements Markham, ¢ which nearly carried
him off.’ I-Ixs slow convalescence knit more closely
the tie between him and Jane Thackeray. In the
autumn thay becaxm‘ engaged, and next year the
family party went on a visit to Mr. Cartier in
Caleutta, Jane was married from Mr. Cartier's
house to Major Rennell on October 15, 1772.
Henrietta Thackeray, as became a beauty, made
a more brilliant match. The Chief of the Council
of Dacca was the head of the Company’s affairs in
Eastern Bengal. = Mr. Cartier himself had held
the post for about five years, and sécured a for-
tune in it, before taking the higher flight which
ended in the governorship of Bengal, In 1771 the
Thackerays found the Chiefship filled by Mr. James
Harris, who, like Mr. Cartier, had passed his whole
inland service at Dacca and realized a fortune.
Coming to India as a Writer in 1758, Mr, Harris
B




THE THACKERAYS JN[ INDIA

was in 17710 well enough off to contemplate retire.
ment. As Thackeray's superior officer he would
see much of the young ladies, and no doubt played
_the part of host to the brother and sisters until
they installed themselves in a house of! thexr own
at Dacca. He became attached ito the eharmmg
‘Henrietta, and qhort}y after the return of Major
and Mrs. Rennell to that station in the autamn of
1772, the marriage tuok place from ]anes new
 wedded home. |/ Rty
. M, Harris renreci from the Servxc:e, :md qaxled
 with his bride on Januar‘y g, 1773 by the Prince
b 7 Wates for England. ~ The same ship carried the
gmerous friend of the family, Mr. Cartier, who
handed over the governorship of Bengal to Warren
Hamngn in the previous April, but had re-
mained on for ten months in Calcutta to settle
‘hn, :sﬂ‘ars The ex-Governor was thus able to
| marry one ofthe T hackeray sisters from his house,
“and to form a pleasant Dacca party with the other
sister and her husband on their voyage home.
James Harris seems to have bee,n a man of the
minor nabob type, cotmmon a.mong retm:d Anglo-
Indians of his time. He bought a country seat
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»near Chelmsford and a town house in Great
C )rmonde Street, then a fashionable lovalxty drove
four-in-hand, and lived in a style which left
+ his ﬁartunc much diminished at his death.  His
widow, IIenrxetta Thacker ay, was somewhat
abruptly awakened to. the fact on her sending
the vexc‘cu‘tbr a list of twenty-five friends to whom
she wished to ' present mouring rings. = He
hrewdly remmrkecl that 'she had better keep the
money for her children. *. Bnough remained to
_c.nable her to settle comfortably at Hadley, near
her brother leham quepeace after his retire-
"ment from Ben;,al Of her descendants two have
" left an honourable record at Balliol College, several
distinguished themselves in the army or at the bar,
- at least one went to India.

While Thackeray thus prosperously settled his
sisters in marriage he was also prospering himself.
His nominal salary, as fourth in the Dacca Counil,
appears on the Cmnpamys pay-sheet for 1771 as
~only Rs. 495, ot say 462 per annum-—about half his
allowances during previous years under Gove.zrnor
(.artler in Calcutta.” But whatever restrictions were
plaoed cm rhe pnrsonal dealings of the Chief of the

F2
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;;_Counc:! who ”dre a compansaung“ grant the
" junior members had the privilege of private trade.
 They could not have bought their daxly food and
kept a roof over their heads. mthc)ut it; Inmaking
- the Annual Investment for the Cmmpany they made
*investments for themselvea. il
The d:sorgamzed smte of nlam:l co:nmerce
also Iecl the (:ovemment to allnw its sgwants to
T contrac.t for many of its local requirements, It did
50 on the ground that they were often the only
' trustworthy purveyors whom it could find to deal
with in the rural districts. They took contracts. for
grain for the army, building materials for fons,.'
transport animals and boats for the conveyance of
troops and treasure.  Almost every one of them
gave his name or  protection . to some native
merchant and 1ece1ved a share of the proﬁts.
‘Under the old system, against which the Court
of Directors: inveighed, the: Cornp*mys servants’
claimed exemption from the transit d\mes levied
on all other merchandise. This unfair prm!ege
was abolished by Lord Clive's reforms, and the
Company’s servants had to conduct their private
dealings subjet.t to weli-understood restncnons. To

4




THACKERAY'S GRANDFATHER IN BENGAL 8

reconcile the practice permitted in Tndia with the
letter of the instructions from ‘home, it became
common for them to trade under the’ name of
a native partner. The Court of Directors, while
continuing to protest, knew that they could only
put a stop to such transactions by a gereral rise in
salaries {rom which they still shrank. There had
- always been a wide space between orders issued on
this side of the globe and their execution on the
other. More than once that interval saved our
position in India. Charnock, as we saw, founded
Calcutta i the teeth of Leadenhall Street,
Thackeray soon had an opportunity of still
further increasing his fortune, The Dual Govern-
ment left behind by Clive had visibly broken down,
and in 1772 the Company resolved to stand forth as
the sole responsible Government in Bengal. Under
its orders Warren' Hastings, the new Governor-
General, appointed a British ¢ Collector’ or Chief
for the administration of each circle or District.
Thackeray was selected as the first ¢ Collector ' of
the dangerous frontier province of Sylhet. In this
great outlying angle of North-eastern Bengal new
branches of commerce opened to him.  Sylhet,




w1th its vxrgm foreets and mme-raml Wmhh sup-‘
plied the materials for the new forw-:,% and city of
(fdcutta, several hundred miles off at the other
end of the great river hzghway The Hon. Robert
 Lindsay, a son of the Earl of Balcarres who suc-
ceeded as Resident or ¢ Collector of Sylhet in
1778, four years after Thackeray left, grew quickly
‘rich asa wholesqk, lime merchant and ship builder,
‘My my as’ Remdent, wrota the camd:d Robert,
tdid not exceed 4500 per annum, S0 thac fortune
could only be acqt.ured by my» own mdustry.
During the penod of Thacke,m wdence, from
1772 to 1774, there were not only sxmﬂar rontracts
‘open to him, but ‘also the profitable business of
supplying elephants for tho Company’s troops.
These two men, leham Makepeace Thackeray
and the Hon. Robert Lindsay, are the first British
administrators who left their mark ‘in that remote
District. They converted what had been a2 wild
borderland into a British province, and ¢ Thackeray S
House ' was still pomted out when I visited Sylhet :
a century later. Their rile was a s:mple one.
! Black tax-farmers’ brought the ,‘,xy,ooo of land-
tax to the trea:;ury in the local currency of cowries




S he Dacca Coum:ll asked few questions as long as
“the ﬁxecl amoum of covvries ot their equivalent

‘--41,000 of thh j ualled  one pouhd sterling.
e Bnush hea_‘
Dacea the heape:d -up ma&&g:‘s of little shells ; or lept
part of them in payment for the lime, timber, and
eleplmnts Whlch e supphed o the Company
Such local. products formed  in fiact a4 means of
remlttmg the revenue, alike pfoﬂtablc. to the British

Rwdent arxd ¢ ‘m‘en ut‘}to the central Government

in the artrcles orducd for the Company, came

/ ,‘down tha rwer. g g
. The serious business of the Resxdent ot' Sylhet i
“or Collector as he began to be called in. 1772, was

to hold the District against the frontier tribes and
rebellious chiefs.  Each autumn the hillmen burst
out upon the valley : if in any year they did not
come, it was because the floods had already swept
away the crop‘s‘, Murderous affrays still took place

‘bc_tween the Hindu and Mugalman culuvators. At

the greater festivals of the rival religions, terhples

~ were sacked, cows were slain. within the holy
precinets, mosques were defiled, and bloody re-

pnsals followed on both szdcs. It must be remem-

of the stmc‘ shipped off to
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bered that when Thackeray went to Sylhet n
Gy i had only been under nomm.d British
control fot six yecms He found it as it was left
by centuries of native rule., i
What that state was may be realized from a
 single incident in the admxmstrauon af his near
successor, the Hon. Robert Iincsay. On one
festival, wrote this gendem'm, havmg t certain
intelligence that the Muhammadans meditated an
assault upon our Government, and * as the town was
on fire in different cbrc.cuons, with my small force
I marched to the place‘ Wetfe:;the‘cmwd‘ was col-
lected,’ He found them drawn up at the top of
a hill under command of a ‘ Priest,’ and called on
them to disperse. Their leader ¢ immediately drew
his sword, and exclaiming with a loud voice, ** This
is the day to kill or to die—the reign of the English
is at an end,” aimed a heavy blow at my head. This
I was fortunate enough to parry. But he struck so
hard that my sword was broken, and little more
than the hilt remained in my hand. My black
servant at the same moment thrust a pistol into my
hand, which I instantly fired and the Priest fell ;
and so close were we in contact that his clothes
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were 4et on f‘ ire. | My sepoys in thc rear, sc,emg my
danfrerous position, dﬁchargad a platoon while
I stood in front, fi om which | miraculously escaped.
We then charged with bayonets and drove the
armed multitude over the hill! = ‘
Lmdsay reported the affair Very s:mpw 16 the
Govcrnorquaral Warren Ha‘;tmgb, ‘saying that
he did not expﬁct any further stnfe, as those who
would have continued it *are no more.’
Thackeray, the ﬁrst Bnt:sh Collector’ of the
District, found it in a still wﬂder state.. Two
of his soutces of income were the destruction of
tigers and the capture of wild elephants, Half
a dozen years latLr Lindsay continued to bag sixty
r seventy tigers yearly, for which the Government
ailowed liberal rewards, - Thackeray's name survives
as a mighty hunter of elephants. Herds of these
animals roamed through the mountains and forests,
at times forcing the hillmen to lodge in trees for
shelter, and sallying forth to devastate the villages
and crop-lands of the plams. 4On. visiting . the
country where the greater part of my elephants were
cziught,‘ wrote Lindsay, ‘I fell in with a small tribe
of hill people, living more in the style of the brute




crmtxon than any i had Bver, met Wlth"} They ELre
- well known by’ the name of Kulkis, and have their
habitations on bpreadmg trees to deferid them from
beasts of pmy They hve on wxld honey and the
fruits of the forest.! '

If the supply of elepha.ms for the (‘ompanys
troops yielded a &ood profit, it was apt to bring the
putyeyor into unpleasaut disput "' va the newly
caught alr,phant is a delicate onster, apt to. die
on his travels, and with as mﬂmte a ‘capacity for
'uxmoundne% as a young horsa. The. dtﬁ;lculry i
of judging an elephant forms, mdcecl the subject ot
many shrewd stories among the Bmgal peasantry.
One relates how a merchant who believed he had
areally. sound c:lephant and was just about to
complete its sale, eqpxed a villager lookmg ﬁxec}Iy
“at the animal's hind legs. | Fearing that the man
detected some unknown ﬂaw he whxspered Say
nothing till  the hdrg'nn is' struck, and I shall
give you fifty rupees.’ The wllager stoad silent
and stolid as before, and presendy the ‘merchant
handed him the money. ¢ But now tell me, what
was it you discovered?' asked the ,merchant,
‘ Discovered ¢ what could I discover ?° replied the
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pe*asant, tymg up thL sdver in his wanstb o R
had never seen an elepham betore, and I was
watching how far hm tail could reach in ﬂdppmg
off the flies,' ‘ :
In 1774 abatch of ele»phams, for w}uch iy haclwray ‘
was the real ‘sdthough not the ostens;ble contractor,
turned out badly. Only sw:teen out of sixty-six
urszed their trying ma.rch across India to Belgram

—a distance of about a thousand miiles. The pmcd“ "

" of the qmmmls averaged ]:{s 1000 each; and the
Governiment, having given an advance of Rs, 33,000,
dmputed the balance and called on Thackemy o
divulge his connean with the nominal contractors. |
He refused, on the grmmd that if he were to do so,
she. mlght by breaking his promise, forfeit the
character of a man of principle and honour, and
suffer in the opinion of his friends.’ He preferred
to bring the matter before a Jud:cml tribunal, boldly
sued the C ompany in the Qiupreme Court of Bengal,
and obtained a decree for Rs._zg‘é'oo (qay ,6,3,700)
and costs; -

The Court of Dxrectors in anland resentcd the
loss. A couple of years after Thackeray had left
India, they made it the subjecc of one of the carping
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« despatches wuth which ﬂr iy rcwarded the harcl and
faithful servnce of theit Gcwomor (Jeneral,, Warren
H'xstmgq. The Bengal Gowrnment, it appears, had
gone carefully into the matter, but did not find
it possible to resist Thackuay S clzum in ' court.
Francis «and ' his pa.mﬂsans as usual, turned  the
action of the Governor into material for a malignant
charge,  But there can be. litile doubt that the
pure-handed Hastmgs did his best in this' as in
other cases o see Justwe done, cHe himself; at an
eatlier penod heldtia contract for the supply of

‘ commissariat bullocks, Hn&tmg& had thus a per-
sonal Lnowledge- of 'the. very class of transactions
in which 'I‘h.xclmray was engaged, and he knew
perfectly what was perml ssible and what was not
under the system of anonymois trade then practised
in Bengal, His whole career, and especially his
strict control as Governor-General, make it certain
that if, in the interests of the Company, he could
have defended the suit he would have done so,

The Hon. Robert Lindsay, indeed, did a much
finer stroke of business in Sylhet. - ' He found, four
years after Thackeray’s depcu'ture, the revenues
still collected in cowries. A fleet of armed hoats
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was m:um:amed to, convey thm u.xmbrouq currency
of 700 millions of the little @hells each year to Dacea,
‘2 loss of no less than ten per ¢ent., exclusive of
dqyredattons on the pzmage down,! The Honour-
able Robert concr.m.d the idea of remitting the
value of the cowries in hmu&mm for ‘which he held ;
the contract, and keepmg the mvvnue&, of Sylhet in
payment. It was only the unfortun,ue limit to the
demand for mortar in Caleutta that prevented
the whole land tax of the District from passing into

his pockets e also created a ship-building trade

from the. timber of the Sylhet forestb, after some
Crusoe expenences of bemg unabl<~ o get hl‘u ;
craft down the river ()Wing to their large size.

‘1 understand, my dear Robert,’ wrote his mother
the Countess of Balcarres, * that you are a great
ship-builder, and your talents in this tine I do not
dispute,  But I have one favour to ask of you,
which is that you will not come home in one of
your own buﬂdmg! ‘1 implicitly followed hs:r :
advice, adds the sagacious Robert,

During Thackc,mys two years in Sylhet, he'
continued the native system of administration, but
gradually imposed on it the methods of British

i
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: mle. Undu the Mughah an: agent of the Delhl

treasury, always dlstrusted and constantly changed
had ‘remitted che revenue to Dacca, and made
as much as he could by extortion durmg his

precarious tenure of ofhcﬁr Vxlhge tax- f:mners

brought to the hmperor% intendarit ’the quota

" payable by the separate ruml communes, as

shown in the hooks of the village accountant and
the Imperial registrar. Each of these subordinates

‘took in his tarn an. allowauce, and mm‘e,ased it

as much as he damd by bﬂbﬁﬁ Tht: native
Government recogmzed no 1and®wners or inter-
mediate proprietary rights between the Impenal
fisc and the actual tillers of the goil; ' he rural

community in Sylhet consisted of two clasms, the

officials and the cultivators, :

In the early years of Brxtlsh rule the system
began to be humanised by appomung the revenue-
farmers from the chief occupiers of land. A class
of quasi- proptietors thus grew up, with a stable
interest it the good mmage:ment of the District,
representing the treasury demand on the one side
and the actual capabilities of the rural communes
on the other. In 1793 this class was sufficiently

A



‘ nnportant to supply the ba.SIS of the Permment
Setdt—;‘medt"ln_ Sylher Under Thackemy and his
‘1mmed1ate SUCCESSOTs. @ | nnmber of oppressive im-

posts were | abolished, lhe armed  fleet Against

the nver-p1rates, for' whmh 4 single division of the
District had been mulcmcl in a tribute of forty- -eight

armed bmfs by | the Mughal Governor, became. |
a thmg of the past.  The Diistrict pmduc:,d more

’1evenue ‘with less pressure upon ‘the people.

Deducnonﬁ were frec{uently made for bad seasons ;

and raids. by the hillmen,  But cultivation steacmy

; extendecl ancl the same area whvch s&ﬁt £16, 704 o
the Mug'hal emperor in 17(&5, ylelded Biny 372 ‘
to the British Government in 1792, The land-tax

continued to  be pmcl in the shell- -currency  of
cowries until 1820,

In 1774 I‘hackeray was promoted to be thn-d in
Councxl at Dacea, and rejomed his sister Jane and

 Major Reanell at that station. Durmg this summer ‘

. the three had to mourn for a little Jane, lmrn to the

Rennells in July, 1773, In time another little Jane
took her place, and more children followed, but the
parents never forgot that solitary grave in Fastern
Bengﬂ A sxlver model of hc,r tomb, madu for the
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= orrowing morhér btﬂl remains an herrloom in the
FRLY. e el i :
“This loss of their ﬁrsubom‘,_‘ithe common t;ribute
paid by our predecessors in India for British rule,
combined with Rennell’s ill-health from wounds
and fever to make them cast longing eyes home-
. ward, There were no bracing Hinial:iyar‘z stations
in those days. ' The Rennells got their only change
of air by voyaging uﬁ and down the rivers in
thatched country boats. Their sole samfarxum was
the Chittagong coast- -Steip, backed by its low ranpe
of hills; now considered a maldnous tract, then
the one poor health-resort for our countrymen in
North-castern India, . Writing thence in 1776,
Rennell described it as the Montpelier of Bengal.
That simple-minded philosopher found every place
pleasant if his wife could only .be with him.
* How supremely happy I am, he says of Jane
~ Thackeray, ‘ in possessing such a woman! Temper
is, I believe, the basis of love and friendship.
Neither the wittiest nor the wisest bear away the
palm of happiness.’
Thackeray doubtless accompanied hn sister and
brother-in-law on these river journeys. The barge




of the Third in Council would make a fine show
“among the httle ﬂotllla of roofed country pitnaces,
with their green venetian windows and cooking-
boats astern.  But he, too, having accumulated a
. fortune, turned his thoughts towards home,  In
AL he paid a wvisit to Calcutta, and fell in
love with a talented anrl beautiful gm She was
one of three sisters w}:m, within a' few years,
married three Bengal civilians of note. Their
fathier, Lieut.-Colonel Richmond Wn,bb born about
1715, and a com&t the Quesn’s Own Royal

' Dmgotms in 1735, became captain in Mofeton’ - A |

| regiment in 1741, and commanded 2 company for
King George at (“uﬂodx,n» He retired from the
army as L:autmanb(lolonel in 1758, and was buried
in the east cloister. of Westminster Abbey in 1785,
This g‘allant officer sprang from a line of soldiers,
The family originally bore the name of Richmond,
and claimed descent from the De Richmonds,
Constables of Rlclunond and Lords of Bunon
Under their more modern surname of Richmond
Webb, assumed. upon marriage with the heiress of
Draycot, Wilts, in, the fifteenth century, they had
dunng three= hundred years gwen good men to the
‘ G

»
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- army and the State. Perhaps t!m most fanious of
ther was Cieneral John Richmond Webb, the victor
of We} nendal 1708, wounded. at Malplaquet 1709,
and a divisional commander in Marlbomughs cam -
paigns.  One of his kmsmeu, a capiam in the
Guards, died in 1734 ; leavmg his propetty to an
. only son, Lieut.-Colonel Richmonc Webb, whose
daughu,r Ameha becamc eugaged to Thackeray
in 1775

In that year Ameha Rxchmond Webb was a gu-l
of seventeen, with a bright intelligence which set
off Thackerays more solid qualities and exercised
an important influence on his after-ife. The
vestry book of St. John's C athedral, Calcutta,
records their marriage on January g1, 1776, and
the young couple soon sailed for England.
Thackeray had realized a competence by nine
and a half years' work, and he preferred to retire
in the first vigour of manhood rather than to pile
up a fortune at the cost of broken health and
domestic  bereavement, such as overcloudad his
sister Rennell's home at Dacca. ;

Judging from the pay-sheets of Leadenhanv
Street, the Company got his services very‘ch%tp.




14 ha\re adde 1 tozether the mmual salarxes and
allowances drawn by leham Makepeacc Thack-
eray tbmughom ‘his ten years of Indian residence,
as'shown in the returns of the Bengal Government
ta the Court. of Directors. The total for his entire
service makes only Rs.16 230, or less than a single
year’s pay of a Bcngal (_olkctor of the lowcst
grade in the pras&nt century, !

Even ‘allowing for the higher value of the

rupee, the sum ‘,‘wtmld represent to Thackeray

“abou ‘,52;000, and might perhaps have sufficed
for his necessary expt,nseq during t:welve months
as a member of the Dacca Counul buch accounts,
1 have said, while they gave an appearance of
marvellous economy to the Compat;ys system
of worlmxg, failed to show the incomes of their

. servants, I doubt if they discloge even their official

pay. In ten years Thackeray saved enough to
~ render him comfortable for the rest of his days,
His fortune, like the Ia:rger ones catried home by
many of his oontemporanes, was acqmred by private
trade, o :

‘He and his btide were still very young and had
Iong hves before them, bhe was but, exghtcen,
: : G .
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dihe tw«anty mx, on their return to hngland in 1776 :
 They found. both her parents living; and the
Richmond Webb famll#, with its ancient history,
dxstmgumhéd war-services, and the veteran of Cul-
loden at its head, became an attractive feature in
their home-life,  We shall see the fascination which
_ that lineage had for their grandson the novelist,
| They called their second son (hls father) Riclimond,
© and their next son Webb, names which took root

among  their descendants, and commemorate ©

this day their connexion with the feudal Constables
of Richmond and th° heiress of Draycot four
centuries ago. Mrs, Thackerays father, Colonel
Richmond Webb, had only one son who grew
to manhood, and he died as a young soldier,
unmarried, in the fAmerican'Wax'; - Of Colonel
Richmond Webb's four daughters, the yourigest
did not marry. The other three, as already men-
tioned, became the wives of Bengal civilians,

One of these gentlemen, Mr, Peter Moore, a ma;
of energy and talent, was destined to play an
important part in the Thackuay family. As his
brother-in-law the elephant-hunting Thackeray
may be taken as the type of a Bengal District



Oﬁicm’ in the last century, 50 Moore represents
the more bnllmnt career which the secretariat
at the Cdpltal held out to the abler or more
1fortunate members of that great service, Peter
Moore reached Bengal at the age of sixteen, in .
1769, three years after Thackeray, and the two
~ youths were Writers togethc,r during a couple of
'yem's in Calcutta In 1770 Moore was attached
. to the hcad -quarters of the Revenue Department
”as ass;mtant under the Collector- General.  Gaining
a step in the following year, he was promoted in
. 1773 to the C'entral office of control and appeal,

 which then began to gather into its hands the
_ threads of the rural administration.

In this posnmn 3 ass sistant to the Superin.
tendent of Khalsa, Calcutm, he mastered the new
revenue systemn which Hastings was introducing
into Bengal. = That Governor-General had em-

barked on an investigation of the resources of
‘Bengal, so as to put an end to excessive demands

on the one side and to evasions or connivances
~on the other.  He carried out his difficult task by

~a Committee of Revenue with himself at its head.
In 1774 he appointed Peter Moore to be the




eecretary, and m 1776 o be a mvsmber of the-

Committee. ' 1 1782 Moom reachcd the grade of
¢ Senior Merchant and Collector of the Assessment
under the Rule of Ordmnc&; to, the bhapmg of
- ~which he had ' himself largely contributed,  He
: ~ apparently retired in 1783, thh a”mrmma gmned
by fourtcen years’ service, ¢
In 1y74, when only twemy-cné be had mamed
Sarah, cldest daughter of Colonel Richmond Webb, =
whose sister Amelia became the wife of Thack@my“
- two years later, On xet:urnmg o England Moore
settled at Had 'y, Middlesex—the “faire plain for
two armies to joyfe together ' made memor able by
‘the battle of Barnet, There too the Thackerays
bought a small property in January, 1786 ; perhaps
- with the help of Mis. Thackeray's inheritance from
her father, Colonel Richmond Webb buried in
Westminster Abbey cloisters in, June, 1 785, The
two matried sisters, Sarah and Ameha, were thus
reurited by the nearest ties of ne:ghbourhood for
the rest of their lives, Four years later, in 1790,
Thackeray's own sister Henrxetta also joined the
little Bengal gettlement at Hadley Green, after the
~death of her husband, James Harris, Thither, too,

e



‘came oftfm his nther mster, Mrs. RenncU and her
now famous Major, who, on theit retirement from
India in 1777, had established themselves in the
learned world of London, an hour and a half's
drive from Hadley Green. ; |
There 1s somethmg" very solid and E nglxsh about
this family party of sisters and brothers-in-law
who, after a successful youth in Imdm settled down‘
in early mncldle age to so close and affectionate
an intescourse,  Rennell brought to it the honours
of a 1eadmg man of science, Moore formed a link
hetween it and B nglxsh public life, the Richmond
Webb connexion added somethmg of the gloss of
fashion.  Colonel Richmond Webb had given to
his children a tone of chivalry and high yet prac-
tical aims thh we are not wont to associate with
the Georgian era. *Be honest and good he wrote
to his son while at Eton, the son whose career
was dm‘uned to be cut short in the American
War. *You have a good stock of leacning which
I hope you won't neglect. . Make yourself master
of your fence and your sword, and you will be
enabled to serve your King, Country, yourself and
friends: and there's nothing that you, who are
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born a gentleman and educated likc om:, ‘rmy not

L pepitB e o

The Th wkeray homsehnld Was perhapfa the leastv‘ |

distinguished of the Hadley group, While Rennell

constantly scaled new heights in science, and Moore
was making his mark in the: Parliamentary and
financial world, William Makepwm Thackeray led

a simple but hospitable country life, A great
digger in his garden, if nieces bantered him on his
_qomcwhat rural clothes, he replied, My dears,

EFdo not like the trouble of choosing, I tell my

~ tailor to send me at one time this coloured suit,
and at another a bluc with brasq buttorm, so that

when I write for @ new one he kmk.s in his (>rder-
book and sees which turn it is) His portrait
repre&ent'a a generous, good- humoured face, with
kind eyes, well.cut features, and a fresh colour.
Thackeray’s home was in keeping with its owner

—*a quict mead,’ writes the family chronicler, ‘ thh :

here and there fresh popls of water shining beneath.

clusters of fair lime trees! Active in local good
works and a’ steady: churchwarden, the newspaper
obituary of his twenty-seven ye'\rs at Hadley Green
dwells chiefly on the benevolence, integrity, and.




© genial by mamty* Whu*h had made hxm tha friend
‘of all around ‘
Chﬂdren 5001 began to ﬁli the houqe, until in
1797 the: t:ale of twelve was comp‘ete Of the
fottunes of ! some of th%m, the» next chapter will
spealk, HIS Wlff*ﬁ influence was the dominant one,
and it impar” d to the strong Thackeray character,” -
" _‘rwy of the Yorkshire moots, a finer blend. from
‘the Richmond.Webb descent. ‘Those boys of
Wllllam will be cléver, said his brother, himself
~ an able man; ‘they have such a elever mother,
She seems indeed to have been a bright, charming
woman, with a uertam graceful indolence and love
of ease which sisters-in-law did not fail to mark,
but. benevolemly ascribed to her having been in
India,  Amelia Thackemy died in 1810, aged fifty-
three s ami William Mmkepeace Thackeray, her
‘husband, in 1811, i his sixty-fourth ‘year, ‘
The conspicuous member of the Hadley settle-
~ ment was their brother,-mJaw. Peter Moore. The |
 Gentleman's Magazine tells us that Moore * made
an ample fortune in India, and as Lord of the
Manor of Hadley", quartering the arms of the great
Sir Thomas More, he took hIS place among the
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raagrates of the nelghbourhmd B.amly th:rty
‘whcn he retired, he threw himself into English
pohucs with the unabated energy which won his
way in Beugal. He had owed his appomtmant in
the Company’s service to Lord Holland, and on
his return home he became closely 'msocmted with
the Whig leaders, acting for a ﬁme as a sort of
unofficial whip. This connexion ranged him on
the Burke and Sheridan side of the, battle Waged
over Warren Hastmgs. In 1796 he was returned
 to Parliament along with Sir Philip Francis by the
householders of Tewkesbury, but both were un-
seated on the ground that the franchise vested in
the freemen and ﬁ'eeholders alone.  Blected for
. Coventry in 1803, after a contest which cost him
- £25,000, Moore sat for that“'constituency'f.hfcmgh
six Parliaments. In 1806 he had a son retumed‘
for Queenborough. o

Politics, however, formed but one | outlet for
Moore's many-sided activity, and it would ‘have
been well for him if they had been the only one.
He soon became prominent in the public ventures
of the day. As chairman of the managing com-
mittee he took a leadmg part with Sheridan in the
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re- bmldmg of Drury Lane Theatre, and his town
_ house formed a refuge at need for that spendthrift
oftalent. It was from Moore's residence in Great
CGeorge Street that Sheridan’s body was borne to
- Westminster Abbey, and it was he who placed the
memorial above Sheridan’s grave. The Manor
House of Hadley hecame 4 centre for Whig poli-
ticlans, and must have sorely tried the patience of
its Tory nc:ghbcm:m Moore figured as the chief
‘pto]ecmr of the Highgate Tunnel, the Imperial
Gashght Company, and in other speculations which
the accumulation of capital after the long war set
on foot. With a fine contempt for the cost of
victory, he fought the famous battle of the Coal-gas
against the Oil-gas Company, in which the latter
dropped £30,000 and his side * only £15,0001’
After representing Covéntry for twenty-oue
vears he lost his seat in 1824, as the silk-weavers
suspected him of having favoured their masters’
cause in a trade dispute. *The Corporation or
the I‘ory party took care to increase this sus-
picion,’ says the (“enﬂemaﬁs Maga'"zm, ‘and by
plying the electors with beer and gin cartied the
clection.” Worse misfortunes awaited him. He had
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become conspxcuoua as tone nf thc most adrmt and
successful men ever known in getting a‘i_‘.Cam-‘
pany’s bill through the House, and as a Company‘r
promoter in the inflation of 1824»:; When the
collapse came, he gave up all his property beyondw o
a bare subsistence. But although he had personally ;
the reputation of honesty, he was ‘made the seape-
goat for a multitude of jobbers,” to again quote the
Gentleman's Magazine. Compelled 1o fly to
. the Continent, as in hngland there wa.s no hope il
of his last days being spent outside a prison, he
tried to write his memoirs at Ij)xappe, cand died.
a broken exile at Abbevﬂle on May 5, 1828, age,cl‘
seventy-five.
Sir William Congreve, the mventor of the rocket )
which hears his name, was another scapegoat of
the same crisis, and d:ed in the same xnomhjf

. a fugitive at Toulouse. Moore’s ruined old age

probably supplxed some touches to. ithe story Df ;
- Colonel Newcome. | = ‘ &

For perhaps the best servme wh1
to his country was his guardaanshxp of his grand:
nephew, the future novelist. Thaclmrays father
died, as we have seen, at Calcutta m 1815, hls ;

he mnderéd iy



Hxs grand urxcle Moore: }
”and the wsxts to the Manor"

recullecuons
hved fdr a nme,ﬁ

'emys chlldhood The boy '
- a rather ﬂond bmgrapher

/ whﬂe he quumaﬁed m the mdulgence quch the N
- old man lavished.' i :
Mr. Moore, hw. gnnd uncle and gunrdxan was
in fact the great man of Hadley throughout
Thackeray's ‘boyhood, overshadowing the other’
members of the family by his wealth, energy, and
~ position in Parliament and in the financial world.
Amid all his own speculatxons and calamities he
guarded the lile fortune lefi to the orphem.
Thackeray on coming of age in 1832 found lumself iy
~we are told, in possession of £ 20,000, ' |
- But Moore's influence acted on th@ great novehst
in a more permanent way, At the very age when
 the impressions of the boy harden and set into







gates ) patronage whtch mabundantly ﬂowed;
from Leadenhal Street to the crowded household
at Hadley Green.  But that patronage was chiefly
- due to Sir Hugh Inghs, a ‘ private adyenturer’ or
trader at Dacca during Cartiers residence there,
7544 766 On Cartier’s promotion to the Prcm- ;

dency town, endxﬂg Wlth the G0vernorsh1p of - ‘.

_‘?engal, Mr., Inghs followed lnm, and grew into
~one of the merchant princes of Calcutta. He thus
~ cameinto close contact with Carners young friends,
the Thq. _ ‘erays. ,‘ Indeed the sag»aclous and kmdlyr




 and 1812, and recen}e_

Ch’urman 0f the C‘ourt cxf Dxrecmm [ ,ctween 1795
a baronetoy. Sm Hugh :
_Inglis never lost blghf ‘of ‘the old Dacca’ group,-
. andasa hfelong friend of Jane Thmkeray after her .
. mazriagé to Rennell, he secured nominations for
- many of her nnphewe to the Comp‘my Bsetviee, |\
Of the seven sons of leham Makepeace Thack-

! ‘eray three received appointments in the Company’s

Civil Service at Madras, a fourth in its Bengal
Civil Servxce, and a fifth in its Bengal army. A
sixth went to Calcutta as a barrister, Of four
daughters who' reached womanhood, two married
Bengal civilians, the husband of a third was
Attorney-General in Cuylon, the fourth became
the mother of a distinguished member of the :
Viceroy's Council in India, ;

. The only son of the Sylhet elepham huntcx* who
did not go to the East was Francis, in holy orders.
A man of learning and of sufficient means, he early
retired o a Hertfordshire parish and spent his
life among his books. Famous in the family for
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. his fa:try tales, he gamed an hon0urab1e placo i
the world of letters by his History of the Barl
of Chatham' and his * State of Ancient Britain
under the Roman meerors. ‘Carlyle repeatedly
quotes Francis Thackeray’s * Lord Chatham’ in his
Fredevick the Greal. Lord Macaulay reviewed
the work. M. Brunel includes it in his Manuel
a’u Lzémzm among Jes ouvmges les plus fsz’zmes'
en tout gemwre.
If the fine Richmond.- Webb strain showerl itself
in the faxry tal% of Francis Thackeray, it took an
erratic form in the youngest son Charles. Born
in 1794, the child of his parents’ mature middle
life, Charles seems to have been the most brﬂhant
of the brothers. Having been called to the bar
he went to India to practise, but without the neces-
sary licence. He returned to England to obtain
one, and makes his appearance in a Directory of
1832 as one of the fourteen gentlemen who then
constituted the Calcutta bar. Few legal loaves
“and” fishes fell to Charles Thackeray's share.
The Family Book speaks ‘of him as ‘full of wit
and talent, handsome and agreeable—a victim to
the demon of drink then so iashmnable in Imha
H




‘ He fonnd a congemal t*efuge;'on the: Prms, thcn
burstmg its official bonds, and asserting itself as a
new power in India, When the versatile btocquvler s
bought the Jokn Bull and turned it into the

Englishman, three barnstarswjohn Peter Grant

. of an ancient Scottish: fam;ly* John 'Farla,,y Leith,
and Charlc& Thackeraywwere the 1eader-Wr1ters.
' The fist two: became famous names in Bengal :
Charles Thackcray sank abuut 1846,, into an’

obscure grave. During the eight epoch-making
years of the Afgh'm and Sikh wars which preceded
his death, the Hwgilishman was the woice of our
countrymen in Bengal, Its le'xdmg articles not
only recorded, but helped to create, history. The
Indian sun makes no allowance for the frailties of
genius, Charles Thackeray drifted into a waif.
Yet some of the brightest articles in the news-
paper which to this day leads British md.ependent

“opxmon in Bengal came from his: pen. . Lord
Macaulay’s last Bssay, before saxlmg for India, was

“his review of Francis Thackeray's ¢ Earl of Chatham
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, ]af uqr*y, 1834) Durmg Charles a hackeravqu
yeats of Calcutta Joumahsm, Macaulay set up at
the Ffzglz.s hman press the rough proofs of vet more
memorable Esaaya for the Bdinbur Leh Review,

If official fortuneb could still be made i in India,
they were on a amall scale compared with the
gains of private tmde bmu;rht home by the pre.
ceding generation.  The CamPany had long
percewed the false | ‘economy of stinting their :
servants’ pay, and allowmg them to grow rich b
by traffic on their own account But it was not 3
till near the end of the last u,mury that it nerved
1tsc~1f to apply the only real remedy—a fair day’s
wage for a fair day's work, During the years
which intervened between Sylhet T hackeray's
departure from India and the arrival of his sons
in that country, the reform was carricd out,
Liberal salaries took the place of unrecognized
profits, and an Indian civilian'could only accumulate
money by saving it from his monthly pay. For
:such modest fortunes heavy risks had still to be run,
Of the six sons of Sylhet Thackeray who went to
India, five died there, and the sixth on a voyage to
the (.,ape for rhe recovery of his health.

H2 ;




he eldc.at of them, Wﬂlmm ’Ihackemy, bom
1778, amved at Madras as a ‘Writer on jmx‘mary 2y
1796, a few months before he reache*ci mghteen. Gy
After a year in the Seccretariat he was sent as =

' assistant to the' Commcrclal- Resxdent gt Vizagas g
‘patam,  There he set himself to learn the local

dialect, and was the first Madras civilian who earnied

a reward under the rules of 1797 for encouraging
the study of oriental languages. The examiners
testified to his ¢ thorough and masterly knowledge of
the ’l‘eiugu, for wlhich the Government presented
him, in 1800, with the sum of Rs. 3,500, then equal
to about 4400, He immediately received a good

- appointment, and an official minute assured him .
“that should his attention to the duties of hls new
office be found equal to his diligence in the study
of the language, the Governor in Council would |
have the same pleasure in promoting him in the
Revenue Department which he then felt in bestow-
ing the above public mark of approbation.’

Rapid advancement followed. Lord Clive, the i

Governor of Madras, appointed the young civilian
of four years' standing to be Translator to the
(overnment, and in November 1800, selected l'um
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; For a post of honour as an assistant to Sir 'I‘homas=

Munro in the settlement of the territories just ceded

" tothe Company by the ‘Nizam. Thackemys con-

nexion with Munro gave hzm his chance in life.
He won the regard of that great solchcr-statesman

_and under his training became himself one of the
il foremost administrators of hxs time,

In 1806 the Ceded Territories were h.auded over

1o us by the Nizam in a wild state : a state of con-
 stant battle between the peasantry and the petty

military - chiefs. who ~squeezed  them, M:my of
these local tynmt.s,had been  freehooters or leaders
of banditti,’ whom the distant Nizam bribed into

his service by assigning to them the collection of

the land-tax. Others had simply seized on patches

- of territory. . A third section consisted of revenne

agents who had thrown off their allegiance to
the Nizam and stood out in revolt, A fourth
and more merciful class climed descent ﬁorn
the ancient Hindu Rajas of the conntry before the

_ Nizam usurped it, Although in some cases their
~income did not exceed L350 a year, every chxef :
~ kept up a mob of courtiers and rmhmry retainers
~ who lived off the tillers of the soil. |




il ) lum. Bands of robbars

the leader i ti army, and mrrted on destruc- '

tive feuds with the ‘vﬂl&g&rs immediately cohnguom
wandered through the
~country, plundermg; and murdering such travellers
a8 refused to submit 10 thur exactions; . ., It is
computed that in the year 1800, when the Ceded
Districts were transferred to the Company's rule,
there were scattered thmugh them, exclusive of
o the Nizam's troops, about 306,000 armed peons, the
whole of whom, under. the uommand of eighty
poligars [or chieftains], subsisted by rapme, and
committed everywhere the greatest excesses.’

The task assigned to Munro and his asmstants; % |

was to bring order out of this chaos, and to

substitute a fair revenue system fur extortion by

the sword, = They spent their days in the saddle,

and their nights in teats, ruined forts and Hindu
temples, or under the shadow of some crumbling

town-gate. Oné by one each hamlet was visited,

and the people were assured that the British

Government only asked for a moderate rental,
and, in return, would protect them in the undis-

turbed possession of their homesteads and fields.



Ay ﬂrst the news @eﬁmed too goed to be true. Tl
the old times when the villagers fled from their
oPpressors, the chteftam lured them back by similar
promises, and even gave thc-m an agreement in
writing. * But as soon as the crops were ready to be
cut, says the official record, ¢ he would seize the pro-
duce, breaking through his word without scruple.
1 If the change seemed at fitst incredible to the
peasants, the oppmssors quickly pen,ewed that
to them it meant ruin. Their swarms of 30, 000
armed retamets made the task of settling the
,country a d.zmgemus t)ne. - The territory ceded
to us in 1800 was & vast cauldron, a thousand
'mﬂes in c:rcml:, qeethmg with armed violence and
resistance. “ The ten years of Muglnl govern-
. ment,” wrote Munro in February, 1801, soort after
Thackeray gon:zed hirm, “have been almost as destric-
tive as so many yea:rs of ‘war, and this last year
a mutinous unpald army was' turned loose during
the sowing season to colléct their pay from the
villages, . They drove off and sold the cattle,
_extorted tmoney by torture from every man who
fell into their hands, and plundered the hou%a and
_shops of those wlm ﬂed o



‘broken up, and those of the leaders who refused
to settle down mto quiet country-gcntlemen were
pensioned off or expelled.  Munro had a sufficient
 force at his disposal, but like a true soldier he dis-
dained military d1splay in civil life. e and his
assistants went about the country thhout escorts,
rightly holding that a I“)Mmt Officer in India should

depend on his own influence and the authority of -

his position for his personal safety, and that by the

absence of guards ¢ we get much sooner zu.quamted‘

with the people.’
This practice noarly cost tham Thackemys

life.  Hearing of a murderous affray in a fortified
village near his camp, he hastened to the gate, was

refused admittance, and tried to climb over the

wall. His cool judgement saved him at the last

moment, but Sir Thomas Munro was called on
to exnlain how he allowed his assistant to be
exposad  without an escort to such dangers.
Munro defended his refusal of “escorts from the

regular troops, and explained that Thackeray had

T hile assurmg the peasantry of promctmn uudm« s
. British mlf:, Munro at the same time disarmed the
chiefs,  Their smndmg armies Qi freebooters were

-




a hundred armed pohce for k(.epmg order in the‘
territories assigned to his care. ‘I shall give him
three hundred more, adds Munro with quiet
humour, “and he ¢an select an escort from them,
who will be sufficient for his protecuon if he does,
not try 1o scale forts!’

Three years under Munm laid the foundation

a friendship between the two men that lasted

: for life. Munro was seventeen years older than
W, Thackemy, but they had a common ground
in the scholarly pursuits which both loved.  The
soldier-statesman complained that his annual circuit
of near a thousand miles, with its new set of urgent
questions demanding *aettlement at each morning
and evening camp, left him fow moments for such
studies. *The hours 1 spend on horseback, he
wrote, *are. almost the only time T can call my
own His halts at Thackeray's headquarters
 formed episodes in his tours to which he looked |

back in after years. Through many a glorious
night the two men may bave discoursed at the’
door of their tent, marching with Xenophon's Ten
Thousand, or fighting over again, under the southern
constellations, the Peloponnesian War.




© Munro, from the time that he tavght hiinsclf
§ PReiti o boy in order to read Don Quixole,
and distinguished :

‘ mself in the Glasgow Uni-

versity, had never lost 'his love of learning.
 William Thackeray was a good classic, and on

* his promotion. to an independent charge, Munto

‘wrote to him lamenting that an end had to come
a0 theirf,schplarly‘j camdares in. the jungle, and
. giving his young friend some characteristic advice.
‘I regret your loss on my own account, for I used
' to enjoy a fortnight's halt ar Adoni, and talking

 with you of ‘Greeks and Trojans, after having seen
" nobody for perhaps, three or four months before,
but Bedars and gymnosophists. I hope that you
will in your new governiment carry into practice
the maxims of the Grecian worthies whom you so
much admire: and that you will act in all sitna-
tions as Aristides would have ‘done; and when
you feel your English spirits prompt you fo
act first and think afterwards, that you will
recollect the temper of T hemistocles—* Strike, but
hear”  You ate tot likely to be placed in exactly
the same situation, But many others may occur,
in the course of your Collectorate life, that will




‘.require. as great a command of temper- :md it
there is any faith in physmgnomy, I ‘have no
”*‘-doubt that you. will rival the Grecians. For, atter

| you were cropt by the Adoni batber, you were

a striking likeness of a head of Themistocles
‘I recollect to have seen in an old edition of
: Plutarch LlVes, prmt(.d m the tnmc of Queen
 Elizabeth, : Gl

. Since reference i 19 thus made to William Fhacke-
ray’s appearance, I may mention that he stood
over six feet in height, and was famous for his
horses and horsemanshxp A, portrait of him at

~ this time, about the age of twenty-five, discloses

_‘a refined face with serious, soft, brown eyés under
“dark eyebrows.» His wavy hair, long behind but
cut straight across the forehead, Suggests  the
 Grecian likeness to which Munro refers.

‘Daily work among the chieftains and ptas'mtry,
who formed his sol¢ companions except when
Munro or some rare hng.hsh officer rode into his
camp, soon made G haékeray a master of his
- business. . Within three years he thoronghly
" acquired er Thomas Munto’s method of settling
&' newly ceded country, In 1803 he was called

! i




to apply it on hns own 'mcount in an extcnsxve
southern thefshxp mcludmg ’hnr;eve]h to which

‘he was appointed Collector, Soon aftérwards he
was pmmmed to be the ﬁrst judge of the Court
established at Masuhpamm. : :

Another three years in that posman enabled Inm
to add a praﬁ*tmal knowledge of judicial work to
his training as a settlement officer. In 1806, Lord.
William Bentinck, the next Governor of Madras,

determined to utilise for a difficult and delicate
inquiry the double expenence which W, Thackeray
had thus gdmed India was then in the throes

.of a great. administrative  erisis. The State-

ownership of the $oil had passed from the native
Powers to the East India Company. How could

 the Company best exercise that ownershxpm the
joint intevest of itself and the peop'lea?

According to the old Indian practice, a practice
with many and wide exceptions, the cultivators
paid their rent direct, or through their headmen,
to the Government officials. A countless army of
tax-gatherers spread over the country, each under-

ling squeezing as much as he ‘could from the
villagers, and scndmg on as little as he dared to

it
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: ‘-the distant. treasury If the native dynasties failed
' to work such a system without oppression to the

husbandmen, could the foreign British rulers hope
to do so? The best chance of protecting the
people, and of securing the land-revenue, secemecd
to good authorities to evolve a body of intermediate

_propriétors~—-mén of substance who would be re-
. sponsible for' the revenue to the Government, and
 at the same time have an hereditary interest in the
' welfare of the cultivators.

This view prevailed in Hengat and was embodied
in the Permanent Settlement of 1793. The Court of -
Directors desired its extension to other provinces.
But the rural conditions of Madras were different
from those of Bengal. ' In many districts of southern
India the old village communes survived with suf-

ficient vitality to protect the peasants. To set up

intermediate owners between them and the Govern-
ment would merely create a new. machinery of
oppressioh‘ and a new charge to be squeezed out
of the cultivator. Lord William Bentinck found
himself surrounded by zealots for both the rival
systems; one party urging a permanent settlement
with proprietots of our own making, another party




insisting upon a pea,s‘mt wttlcment year by year
The 'Home authormes pressed for a decision.
Bentinck looked round for some calm headed and
experienced man to inquire into the actual facts,
and choge Williarn Th'wkex ay for the duty.
It was not an easy duty His decision, whatever
it might be, would give offence to the one side or
the other, and be bitterly attacked. Thackeray
reported with a fairness and a fillness of knowledge
which won Lord William ‘Bentinck’s gratitude.
The Governor not only endorsed his views, but he.
resolved to give his adviser a posmon which would
enable him to carry them out. In 1806 he nomi-
nated William Thackeray, then only thirty, to be
a member of the Board of Revenue, defendmg the
appointment of so junior a member of the service
in a minute from which I take the followmg sefi-
tences, It forms an example, happily common in
India, of a young man being raised to ‘high office
without personal influence, and sxmply onthe
record of his work, : 2
. ‘I was introduced €0 the acquamtance of this
officer by the reputation of his character and
ability, and from the good opinion which further
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_inquiry led me to entertain of him. I was induced
. to ask the permission of Council that I might have
his assistance in de,tenmning how far a change in
the pr:xmplc of the Permanent Settlement might

. be advisable. Mr Thackeray has greatly aided me
in this investigation, and in the course of our com-.

. munication I have observed in him much infor-
. mation, the puwexs of sound reasoning, and great
~ benevolence,  Attaching as I do the greatest con-
. sequence tO ‘this quesuon, and feeling that it will
. equally tend to the great ameliotation of the
conchtmn of the mass of the people and to the pro-
.| gressive increase of the revenues of the Company,
" I am anxious that there should be in the Board of
Revenue a member possessing the same sentiments
with myself. The life, both natural and pohtfcal

of an 1nd1v1dual in India is very precarious, and

I should be. sorry that with mine this discussion
 should die also. I, found in Mr. Thackeray the
| _g@@ﬂttlﬂ@ﬂtb which [ entertained: they were not
_ adopted from me. They were the ‘result of his

own observation.”

“It thus fell to lelm.m T hackeray to play a leading
. part in the 14nd»settlement on which the future of
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southern India depended, and upon which the
rights of the people still rest. Lord William
Bentinck soon employed his young member of the
Board in a new field, In each part of the country
the settlement wag preceded by a grand inquest or
Domesday book, recording all nghts connected
with the ownership and cultivation of the soil.
In this inquest for eastern and central Madras -
‘Thackeray had won his rupumtxon. That reputa-
tion he was now fo mature as sole commissioner
in the inquiry on the western coast. If we some-
times marvel at our success ‘in India, it is in part
because we overlook the patient labour which built
it up.  The following instructions of Lord William
Bentinck to Thackeray in November, 1806, show
the care taken to secure that the Indian Domesday
should supply a complete record of the facts before
the form of settlement was decided.

| It is the intention of his Lordship in Council
that you shall proceed in the first instance to the
province of Kanara, and haying completed the in-
quiry entrusted to you in that province, you will
prosecute simildr researches in the nexghbounng'
pmvmce of Malabar, whence you will visit the
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Ceded Dtstrxcts for the purpoc:e of perfectmg your
investigation,
 The objects of your research will be to ascertain
the present state of each province. The sources
of its revenue, especially the land-revenue, The
principle on which the assessment on the land is
formed. The question of produce payable by the
land-holders, The security taken for the due collec-
tion, and the mode of collecting the land-revenue.
The nature of land-tenures, the right of the land-
holders. The state of agriculture, the state of the
police and of the administration of justice as far as
it affects the revenue. The defects, if any, of the
present revenue management. . . . The condition,
opinions, and waants of the cultivators, The present
state of the country in respect to the comfort of the
people.  The amount and security of the revenue
compared with other times and governments,
‘To the result of these inquiries you will add
your opinion on the best mode of administering the

revenue in future, and the mode of introducing

the Permanent Settlement in particular. You will
- discuss fully every part of this subject with the local
_ revenue servants, and you will communicate freely
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with the people. If thu ansh settlemem of Indza,'
unlike the Norman settlement of England, proved
a basis of security instead of an instrument of
‘oppression to the subject races, it is partly because
our Indian Domesday book concerned itself not
more with the interests of the Crown and the land-
holders than with the -rlghts of thf, ‘tl;]ltl’s of the .
soil.

William Thqckeray s answers to the _questions
thus proposed by Lord W. Bentinck. have passed
* into history, They form part of the evidence
 submitted to Parliament in 1812, with a view to
deciding on what terms the Company’s charter
should be renewed. William Thackeray did not
possess the literary charm of style granted to
several of his brothers, and in so abundant a
measure to his illustrious nephew. His reports
give in scrupulons detail an exact record of what
he himself observed, and of the conclusions at which
he himself arrived. Although ‘trained by Sir
~Thomas Munro in the Peasant Settlement school,
and afterwards associated with him in giving legis-
lative effect to its principles, Thackeray carefully
notes the existence of superior tenures and pro-



‘prictary mghts Wherever he found them,  His
 report of 1807 received high praise from the Madras
3 Government and the Court of Directors, and sur-
vives to this day as a model of painstaking and
impartial inguiry.

Such an inquiry formed in itself an administrative
- education to the officer who conducted it. The
Malabar coast had an unique historical interest, and

i, disclosed a conflict of rights based on the claims

of successive races to the soil. The * Malé whence
the pepper comes’ of Cosmas Indicopleustes and
‘the Greeks, Malabar was also the scene of the
early Arabian trade with India and of the first
Portuguese settlements. A series of exquisite
Iagoons fringed  with tropu,zrl vegetation stretch
along the coast ; behind them rises a mountain wall
3,000 to 5,000 feet in height.  Its mighty buttresses
of precipice and forest, the haunt of the tiger and
. the bison, also formed the retreat of once powerful
but then crushed races. On this ancient coast
W. Thackeray had to mediate between land-rights,

. some of them descended from the primaeval hunting

. tribes, others from the dim period of the shepherd
hmg's,, overlaid not only by the claims of a military
1
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caste and a Hindu theocracy, but  also by a
Christian community imagined to be as old as
St. Thomas, and certainly dating from the patrlarchs
of Antioch. A flerce Musalman population of
Moplas, left behind by the early Arab commerce,
constantly broke out in partly agrarian and partly
fanatical risings.

The country passed under Brmsh rule in 1791,

and the generation which had grown up in the

state of anarchy still survived when Thackeray
came upon the scene,  Perhaps the most interest-
ing class whose rights he had to reconcile with the
claims of others were the Nairs, This soldier race
still practised the primitive form of marriage known
as polyandry, by which a woman may have several
hugbands, and property descends by inheritance
not to a man’s sons but to his sister’s children.
A Malabar drama recounts with much humour the
quatrels between the five husbands of a Nair lady,
ending with their return to domestic concord.

While William Thackeray was studying this
congeries of races, and mediating between them,
he was sapping his own constitution. The malaria
of the coast strip and hill jungles laid hold of him
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‘wiﬂth"zi“gri.p that he never shook off. In 1810 he

was promoted to be Chief Seeretary to the Madras
Government, but after struggling for three years
under medical treatment, he had to be sent home
for the recovery of his health in 1813.  The court
of Directors cordially recognized his serviges in a
despatch, and again on his return to India in 1816.

After intermediate appointments, including the
charge of two important Districts, he was deputed

in 1818 to the northern Madras frontier of Ganjam,

says the official record, ‘ to report on the best means

 of establishing permanent tranquillity.” Again he

laid out the lines on which a wild territory was to

be bmuglit under peziceful administration, and re-

ceived as reward a judgeship in the High Court of
Madras. By the age of forty William Thackeray
had thus impressed his personality on the settlement
of three great areas of southern India; from its

* south-western coast, through its central districts, to
its northernmost province.

In 1820 Sir Thomas Munro returned to India as
Governor of Madras, In terms of the Court of

 Directors’ despatch, laying down the new consti-
 tution of government, William Thackeray was




I

pointed a provisional member of Council, and
" took his seat on June 10, 1820. Three days later
he also became Fresident of the Board of Revenue,
or execcutive head of the internal administration.
But he did not long enjoy his honours in Council,
or his renewed companionship with his old friend
Munro. In November, 1822, he had again to fly
for life, but proposed only a trip to the Cape of
Good Hope, whence he trusted !in a few months
to return to the public service.” He died upon the
voyage on Jan. 11, 1633, aged forty four years and
eight months,

The whole Presidency hmented his loss Sir
Thomas Munro recorded a last tribute to *his
integrity and long, zealous, and able services.” The
Government went into public mourning for fourteen
days., A Gazette extraordinary ordered that the
flag of Fort St. George be immediately hoisted half
staff high, and continue so until sunset this evening,
and that minute guns, forty-seven in number, cor-
respondintg to the age of the deceased (sz¢), shall
be fired from the ramparts of Fort St. George.
William Thackeray’s true memorial is to be found
in the great State Papers which he wrote, and in




him, but alse as an officer ¢ possessed of the finest

Hindustani language described as‘ wonderfullygreat.’

India College which grew into Haileybury, St. John
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the prosperxty of the provmcea to which he brought

" justice and peace.

The carcers of his two younger brothers in the
Madras Civil Service were much shorter ones.
Webb Thackeray arrived as a Writer in 1806, at the

age of eighteen. He died within a year, but not
‘before he had won notice for a clever little grammar
of the Hindustani language in verse. His first six
‘months of service were passed ad assistant in the
'Board of Revenue at head-quarters, his second six

as Assistant in the Belary District. He died at
the mouth of a mountain pass while he was being

carried to the coast in the hope of benefit from the
.'sea-alr. 'His chief lamented his loss in a letter to

the Government not only for ¢ the very. great assist-
ance' which the poor youth had been able to render

disposition,’ and of a facility in corresponding in the
‘The next brother in the Madrab Civil Service was
St. John Thackeray, born 1791, Arriving in 1809,

as one of the first civilians sent out by the East

‘Thackeray spent his first three years in the Board
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‘ of Revenue and in the diplomzitic or ‘ Political’
- Department of the Government., Five more years
of District work completed his training, and in 1818
he was chosen, in flattering terms, to help to bring
into orcler the territories just won from the Maratl;as.
It seemed,‘ indeed, to be the common lot of the

Thackerays to introduce the British administration
into newly annexed provitces.

~ For that work St John Thackeray. p:ud the price
of his life. = The loyal chief of Kittir died in 1824,
leaving noissue. The usual famdymmgues followed. -
A deed of adoption was forged; the insurgent
party seized the Kirir fort and defied our Govern-
ment. To save bloodshed St. John Thackeray
advanced unguarded with a flag of truce on October
23, 1824, and was killed. His gallantry and self-
deyotion form an example of that calm civil courage
which has acted like a spell in each new province of

British India. The Government despatch speaks

. of his death * as a public calamity.’ In the reduc-

tion of the fort another District Officer, the nephew
of Sir Thomas Munro, was also slain.

The two Thackeray brothers who had entered
the Bengal Service were already in their grayss,
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£ u*hmond the great novelist's father, the next
chapter will speak Thomas Thackeray, eighth
l;' . child of the Sylhet (,lephamt hunter, was appointed
 an Infantry cadet in 1803, at the age of fourteen.
g, - Promoted to a lieutenancy in 1803, and never rising
above that grade, he served long enough to leave
[ behind the most striking picture that exists
| of a Bengal regiment in the old time of British
| conquest, and to die a hero’s death,
‘I am at great paios,! he wrote, ‘to fill up the
| vacancies whmh occur in my company by brothers
I of the best sepoyb, and seldom entertain a recruit
 who 18 not i sotne way related to a man already in
- the company. I have succeeded so well that 1 have
now four full brothers of one family, three of
another, and out of ninety men I have not twenty
who are not connected, either by consanguinity or
 marriage, with some of their comrades. Men natu-
rally become attached to the service in which they
have so many ties. A Bengal regiment thus formed
- a family fighting force of the military and Brahman
castes, recruited and handled by captains or lieu-
tenants with a freedom of initiative which a colonel-
 commandant would now envy.

e e i s
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In 1814 Lieutenant Thomas ’I‘hdckcray toolk pa:t
in the Nepal War, Badly wounded while storming
a frontier fort in October, he managed to scrawl

a message home, ‘ Don't be afraid ; I'm very little
hurt.” ‘I'ben, with his left hand, a couple of months
later: ¢The day after 1 was wounded I received
your letter of the 17th of April, which gavc. me
more pleasure than my wound gave me pain.' He
hiopes that ! very shortly my right hand will be able
to apologize for this awlkward attempt of mv left to
express my aﬂtctxon for all of you, my dear sisters
and brothers.” ,

The right hand was never to apologzza. Dr:spxte
its disablement, Lieutenant Thackeray insisted on
going into action.  On December 27, 1814, our
troops wete driven back from a Nepalese stockade,
He volunteered to cover their retreat with his Light
Company agninst, says the record, ‘a strong and
averpowering column of Gurkhas,! Nine times he
charged the enemy, and eight times he stopped
their pursuit. In the ninth, his company seems to
have fairly cut its way fhrough their line, and was
surrounded by their whole force. Thackeray and
his gallant ensign fell, with fifty-seven of his brave
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| ' ‘sepoys. The regiment rescued his body, and,
(' defying every rule of caste, testified their admiration
| for their champion by themselves carrying his corpse
i . to the grave. ! .
| Nor were statelier tributes wanting in high places:
: ‘Justicé to extraordinary valour,’ wrote the head
of the army, ‘demands from the Commander-in-
chief the ré;;ﬁbrded expression of his unfeigned regret .
.t the loss the service has sustained in the fall of
Lieutenant Thackeray.' ¢ The heroic conduct of the
‘Light Company, 2nd Battalion, under the command
“of Lieutenant Thackeray,’ runs the Government of
India’s Despatch, « demands the peculiar and re-
‘corded tribute of the Governor- general's approba-
_tion and applause. His Lordship deeply laments
the untimely fate of Lieutenant Thackeray, and the
brave officers and men who perished with him, in
i the performance of the most heroic acts of devotion
1 to the cause in which they were engaged.’
1 have said that the Calcutta graveyards are
strewn so thick with heroes as to leave small space
for separate monuments. So each frontier of
Rritish India is traced out with the tombstones
‘of our gallant dead, for whom there was 1o time
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to write epitaphs. The sole memorial of L.ieutenant
Thomas Thackeray on the Heights of Jeytuck is the
mention of his name on a slab to his brave ensign,
Wilson, who died with him, ’

The careers of the six Thackeray brothem disclose

a great Indian family in an aspect perhaps little
realized.  We think of such families as prosperous,

cliques who, apart from personal merit, were pitch-

forked into a lucrative service, and retired without
effort to various degrees of opulence. The ivalls of
our parish churches record many such lives; a few
are commemorated in our abbeys and catheclrals

But we forget that they were the SUI’VIVAIS, not of
 the fittest, but of the most fortunate. The accurate

Rennell computed in the last century * that scarce
one out of seventy men returns to his native country.’
This sketch of the Thackeray brethren shows what

became of the rest. Not under cathedral roofs b

nor in any consecrated ground, wrote the noble
Dalhousie on his tablet to a young civilian and

soldiér who met death hand-in-hand, but amid the .

jungles or on the furthest frontiers of India lie our
heroes who died doing their duty.




| CHAPTER 1V

i 'TEIAC'KERAY7S 'FATHER IN ‘BENGAL

RICHMONH THACKERAY father of the novelist
i amd secondl gon of the Sylhet elephant-hunter, was
bmm, a«;cordmg to the Family Book, on September
[y ah8L. ‘Sent to Eton in 1791, at the age of ten,
'lhe remained there till 1796, and received a nomina-
 tion to the Companys Civil Service through the
 influence of his Aunt Rennell’s friend, [Sir] Hugh
' Inglis.  After the usual training in merchants’
* taccounts he sailed for Bengal in his seventeenth
 year. His arrival as Writer in the Calcutta records
 bears date October 27, 1798, But he was almost
. immediately struck down by one of the maladies
which lie in wait for newcomers at the close of the
rains,; and the doctors sent him off on a health |
i voyage to Madras.
. There he hoped to meet his eldest brother,
‘ Wﬂham, who had been settled in the Southern
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Presidency since 1796, Instead of a hospitable
~welcome and a quiet home, he found Madras in the
full blast of preparations for the Mysore War, and
his brother transferred to Vizagapatam, several
hundred miles' up the coast. ‘My dear Mater,
Richmond wrote to his mother on February 17,
1799, ‘it' is intenscly hot and 1 am obliged to go
‘out in the sun. . There are no palankeens here, for

_ the bearers are all gone with the army, which has

taken the field, He wistfully pictures to himself
" his mother's ‘routs going on at Hadley as they .
were last ‘winter,’ and ‘Pater digging with Old.
Anthony " at the flower beds. ‘I would give any-
thing to be at home. I would even be glad to
carry gravel in a basket on my shoilder ‘in the
garden! It was this time last year we made the
new walk: it will be wonderfully altered when I see
it again!’ The poor lad was not to see it again,
1e lies for ever by a coarse brick path in a jand
where no gravel is.

From his first illness Richmond Thackeray in
due course recovered, and returned to Calcutta.
There he studied for a time in the College of Fort
William, which Lord Wellesley founded with mag-



like his b ,othcra, seems to have been clever at
"‘}“languages. ‘He: took a ﬁrst-class in Arabic, with
. distinction in Persian, and was appoinited assistant
,f,'.to th& A e ollector ot chief of Midnapur, then
Al ;rontmer* act of Lower Bengal, Although still
. open to predatory incursions, the British border-
- lands had been tamed sincé his father hunted
e elephants in Sylh(:t, - With the Permanent Setde-
; 'ment in x‘mg,. the harmc age of District administra-
tion passed away. The landholders status became
~ one of right instead of favour, their armed retinues
. gave place to a police, courts of law superseded
and wntmlled the personal rule of the British
-Coﬂecwr. |
The year of Thackemys arrival, 1798 matked
also the commencement of the Governor-General-
_ship destined to consummate this change. The
- Marquis of Wellesley brought to his task an impe-
~ tious will such as India had not felt since the days
.~ of Clive, and an authority mote ample than even
. Clive found it possible to enforce. Lord Wellesley’s
. rule completed the reform of the Civil Service, and
* transmuted District life in Bengal from poetry to




; prose tht]e of the - pxctureSque or epxcal can,
;therefore be expected in Richmond Thackeray's

service, The clephmnt-catchmq and shxpvbmlchng :

. ventures of his father were gone for ever.

Nevertheless, there was still th work to be
done, The Collector of. M;dnapur, as Warden of
the Marches, held in checlk the wild highlands on the
west, and the Maratha prtwince of Orissa on his

© southern border, | The hill-country, now known as
i thes Tributary Statm formed a tangle of inaccessible
- gorges and forests under primitive tribal sway, or

split up among Hindu fort-holders who had wedged
themselves in among the non-Hindu ancient. clans,
To some of these clans immemorial custom
prescribed that a state of war must alwmys be
presumed against all neighbours with whom there
was not at the moment an express ‘truce. The
flesh and bones of human sacrificés were yearly

ploughed into the furrows, in honour of the Barth.

Goddess, at the spring festival. Others still used
the flint arrow-heads of the stone age. Certain
tribes, ‘ the Leaf Wearers,” were for the first time
clothed with cotton strips at a solemn gathermg )
held by the;r Br;mh officer in our own times,




Ja Durmg !w years precedmg Thacker'\ys arrxvml
in denaiplw, that District had formed the theatre i
Cof stirring events, ‘onlences of the Rajas, ¢in-
. roads by the Mmathas,‘ ‘conﬁscatxms of  lands,’
i vj‘d(ﬂpredauons and * disturbances ' of many kinds,
are not mfrequent hﬁadmg"a in my excerpts from
the manusmpt records.  But at the beginning of the
present century. the British Government took this
‘outlymg tract steenly in hand.. The Marathas

had facourged our Midnapur borrlur to the north of:
© their Orissa, province with whips ; Lord Wedlcs!ey

-f'chastxsed them with scorpions, The Company's

“‘factory on the. denapur frontier, notwithstanding

requrcementa of trwps, was subjected to a series
Jof ‘acts of violence.! Indeed, the Marathas had
devastated right across the District to the F Tugli

. estuary, and turned a favourite tiver-resort of

Warren Has stings into an absolute waste. In 1803
Lord Wellesley sent an army -into Orissa, drove
out the Marathas, and annexed the province to
British India.

~ Richmond Thackorays first years of work were
the ones 1mmedxately preceding this dénonement.
He learned the routing of a young District Officer,
iR




;bupermtendmg the collectlon of ‘thc revcnue se!hng
'up landholders who refused to pay, and settlmg
their allowances, embankwg rivers, brmgmq under
| assessment, estates which had  evaded taxation,
. breaking up robber gangs, and looking after the
. Company’s salt-manufacture along the coast. He
_played a very submdmate part, and for a bmef
period, in Midnapur; but he seems to have given
satisfaction to his superiors.  In 1802, after bemg

. transférred for a short time to his tathnrs old

- District of Dacca, he was appointed assistant to the
Secretary of the Board of Revenue, Caleutta, and
to the Persian and Bengnh zranslator e
AIn 1802, also, with the strong famxly aﬁ'ecnon
which breathes in the letter from Madras to his
mother, Richmond Thackeray, like hig father before
him, made a home for two sisters, Emily and
Augusta. They did not, however, remain long
with him. In 1803 Emily married at Calcutta a

young civilian, John Talbot Shakespear, with whom =

she was destined to share a brilliant career,  Shake-
spear, after figuring in the prize-lists of the Col]ege
of Fort William, was in 1803 appointed assistant
1o the Collector of Birbhum, an office held, as we
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shall’ see, in tha.t year by his brother ini-law
‘“,Rachmond lhwkeray Augusta also married a
h .cmhan, Mt Elliof, ¢ her brother’s dearest friend.

e Emzly Shakespear’s nine children who grew
it ‘up, eight cntered the ¢ivil or military service of

. the East Indm Company or married officers in these - i
" services. Her eldest son, Colonel John Dowdeswell

Shakespear a noble, chivalrous figure, was believed

| inthe farmly to have formed the original of Colonel

Ntwwme. Her second daughtcr Augusta, was the
‘wife of General Sir John Low, who crowned his

Pl sPlenchd services in campsand courts as British Resi-

~ dent in Oudh during the critical yearq precedmg its

annexation.  ‘No man," wrote Kaye, ‘knew the

temper of the natives better. He could see with
their eyes, speak with their tongues, and read
with their understandings.’

Another son was Colonel Sir Richmond Shake-
- spear, who in 1840 obtained deliverance for the
- Rugsian prisoners in Central Asia, and in the fol-

. lowing year rescued our own ladies and children

 from captivity after the annihilation of the British

‘:];J-i;‘vforce in the Afghan snows.' But it were long to
i i,"_ﬁfollow the several careers of that gallant brother-

KZ



it ,r‘;f whom blcnded the 3trength :
and gentleness which make the flower of manhood.
OFf this Colonel Sir Richmond ' Shakespear, his
~cousin Thackeray s.iys in one of his Kazmdczéaut
i Paﬁem. i : A
v e anythmg for you?’ I remember‘

the kmd fellow asking. He was qlway*s asking that
' question of kinsmen ; of all w;dows and orphans AV,

of all the poor: of young men who mxght need his

purse or his service. His purse was at the com-
mand of all. = His kind hand was always open. . okt

_ and ' captives.  Where would they have found a
~ champion more chwalrous, a protector more lovmg o
and tender ?* ' AT
Emily Thackeray was not unworthy to be the’ '
mother of such sons, Her journal, jotted down
for her children at school in England, discloses
the clear eyesight and rapid realistic style which -
seem to have been the common inheritance of the
Thackerays in that generation, Here is a little
‘vignette, one of hundreds, dashed off while she and
her husband were abcompanying the. Governor-
General, Loz:d Moira, on his tour of 1814. The

- was a gracious fate which sent hxm to rescue Wldows;. i



 grandiose Anglo-Indian life of that time rises in
. 4 moment before us, We embarked, she writes,

in a ¢ fleet of four hundred ‘boats, which made a gay

b and brilliant display on the river Hugli, The State

g
{
b

_barge was painted green, richly ornamented with
. gold, Another pinhace, of equal dimensions and
_ almost. equal beauty, was appropriated to the use
of his lordship's children, and a third, The Castle,
‘was a banqueting and audience boat, A splendid

barge for the receptnon of the band, and a large
vessel fitted up with all the conveniences of a kitchen, |
were also in attendance, all of them painted green,

- with gilt mouldings to match the State pinnace.
‘We dined with his lordship on board Z%e Castle.

The band of Her Majesty’s 44th Regiment played
during the evening on the bm.'ge, which  was
anchored near us.’

- Emily Thackeray, like all her six brothers who

“went to India, died there : her husband. also died

on his voyage from Caleutta to the Cape of Good
Hopc,, and was buried at sea.

In the year of Emily’s marriage, 1803, Richmond
Thackeray was sent as officiating Collector to

,another frontier District, Birbhum, on the ‘west of




Lower Bengal In Bcngal as in Madras f‘mm the
:elﬁ-pham hunter of Sylhet downWarde., the Thack-
crays scemed destined to ‘the charge of newly
ﬁannexed or border tracts. DBut the authorities at:
\head «quarters did not lose sight of Rmhmond; and
- hiswork in the provinces was pleasantly intermitted
' by advancement in the central Board of Revenue at
‘Calcutta. ; : ,

- Birbhum, his ﬁrst independent charge, consistedv ‘
cf two ancient principalities, which had been re-
duced with some difficulty during the precedmg’
(half-century. It lay on the north of his former
District Midnapur, and then included a lowland
tract bordering on the Gangetic valley on the east,

~ together with a vast region of forests and highlands
rising westwards towards the Central Provinces.
The four years, 18031807, during which T hacle-
eray remained, with some intervals, in charge of it,

- are memorable for the breaking up of the old fron-
tier Houses of that part of Bengal.  The Musalman

'~ Raja of Birblum, the descendant of the hereditary
Wardens of the Marches under the Mughal Empire,
. died in 1802, leaving his estates in ruin, and his
_ family to the bounty of the British Government.




Thackeray fountl the yfat ‘more ancient Hindu
Rajas of Brshnupur, which formed the southern
. pdrt of the stmct in an equally sorrowful plight.
 The hill Raja of Panchet on the west, with his

 jungle territory of nearly 3,000 square miles, had

also fallen into arrears of revenue, and suffered
the indignity of the attachment of his lands, and
 the arrest of his person for debt.

The truth is that the old ruling families of the
frontxet played too long at keeping up the style ot
| semi- iﬂdepf-ndent princes after they had, in reality,
passed from feudatories into subjects. They could
not bear to part with their courtly pomp and
armed retinues. The Musalman Raja of Birbhum
had shut himself up in his fort, because custom forbad
him to go forth except at the head of his house-

hold cavalry, and the hotses were either dead or
. too starved to bear their riders, The Hindu Rajas

of Bishnupur boasted of an unbroken pedigree
through some sixty generations from 715 A.D., with
a semi-divine progenitor in the still more distant

- background. A native chronicler describes their
capital, with its walls Seven miles in length, as
~ *more beautiful than the beautiful house of Indra




n heaven! When Thackeray took charge of thef,‘
,Dlstnct, one mangy elephant chamed under a tree,
and a monster rusty cannon ten feet and a half long,
 formed the sole relics of theu' aricient magmﬁcenrc.‘

" Bven the family idol had been pawned to a morxey
lender in Calcutta,

The great famine of 1770 had put the last touch
 to their ruin. When the local records ~open, the
_ young Birbhum Raja scarcely pasqed the first year
of his majority before being confined for debt;
‘the venerable Raja of Bishnupur, after years of
weary duress, was let out of custody only to die,
The Company had, in fact, ceased to desire from
them the military service by which they held their.
territories under the Mughal Emperors, What it
warited was revenue, not troops,  Such of the
~ancient border Houses as could not accommodate
. themselves to the change had, up to 1793, been from
. time to time disposse.ssed of their estates, while

‘their personal property was sold for arrears of
the land-tax, The Permanent Settlement in that
year, although giving to solvent proprietors a
¢ status which they never before enjoyed, provided
‘a sharp remedy for those who still insisted on

§
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Spendmg- thexr rentai on mtht'u-y pomp instead
. of paying the due quota into the District treasury.
. Under its provzsmns, estates w!uch fell into arrears
. were sold by public auction,

This was the condition of Birbhum when Rich-
mond Thackeray took charge of it in 1803. One of
. the questions he had to deal with was the subdivision
_of his vast frontier jurisdiction—far too large for
. effective control by a single chief, In 1803 the
. Legislature separated its western region into a new
. administrative District, called the Jungle Tracts.

. The small fief-holders who held the passes be-
tween the hill-country and the lowlands of Birbhum
‘had run the same course as their over-lords the
Rajas. The Company, haying imposed peace on
the border, no longer needed the feudal defences,
and tried to resume or assess the lands assigned
for that purpose, Hence subterfuges and re-
Sistanice, secret transfers; defaults, arrests of the
- petty chieftains of the passes, and forced sales of
- their property: a huge imbroglio, in the midst
 of which Thackeray found himself plunged. For
Y time it seemed as if the whole watch and ward
. on the frontier would join with the criminal classes




(n COrlft-:'deracy of plunder. Thackeray did his
ghare in bringing about a better state of things. '
But several Collectors spent their energies on the
task before order could be evolved. The old
guards of the passes were gradually transformed
inté an inefficient rural police, paying ‘a quit-
rent for their military grants ofldad o

The perplexities of a debased currency, mal-
practices by his official underlin ps, the devastations
of tiver-floods, and depredations by gang-‘robbe;rs,'
‘occupied the leisure moments of Richmond Thack-
eray in Birbhum. But the fide had already turned.
A more enterprising class of: proprietors were
settling on' the broken-up estates of the feudal |
aristocracy, and the work of reconstruction began,
The provision of allowances for dispossessed land-
owners ceased to be a main duty of the Collector ;
new problems arose out of the extended culti-
 vation going on all around. Thackeray impressed
his personality on his subordinates, and was long
remetnbered as the hospitable head of the District.
An aged cook, whose recollections T noted. down
in Birbhum in 1864, still spoke of the generous
kitchen of ¢ Tikri Saheb.' Lo
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el ‘1804«; Fhackeray took charge for a short
mhe of the stmct of Tipperah, on the opposite
or eastern frontier of Bengal, and became Sub-
Secretary to the Board of Revenue at Calcutta.
Returning to Birbbum in 1306, e was appointed
Judge of Ramgarh then a wild, outlying tract
of hill and forest valleys to the west of Birbhum, '
but now one of the great coal-ficlds of Beagal,
In 1807 he received the reward of his District worlk
by promotion to the Secretaryship of the Board
of Revenue, which controlled from the eapital
the general administration of Bengal. In 1808 he
oiﬁcrated as Judge of dempnr, thus returning as
head of the District to the scene of his first labours.
With the interval of his )udgcshx,p at Midnapur,
he seems to have resided from 1807 in Calcutta.
As Secretary to the Board of Revenue he held i
a considerable place in the official and social life . B
of the capital. The yearts during which he was at e
the Board preceded the Parliamentary inquiry that
abolished the Company’s Indian trade and threw
it open to the nation. But although many ques-
tions of the first 1mportancc passed under review,
Thackeray's position as Secretary merged his




 Board. On the other hand, we catch glimpses
of him in contemporary journals, flitting in a genial

and even sparkling fashion thmugh the Calcuua ;

0

- galeties of the time.

Ian 180y, for example he appea.rs in rbe C‘almﬂa ]

Gazette, with the Honourable Mountstu.{rt Flphm‘
" stone and two other young civilians, as gmng a

‘and before half-past ten wete filled with 300 masque-

. raders.  Among them ‘a quack doctor anxious to

dmposc of his medicines, which had the singular
property of curing the diseases of the mind, directed
his harangues *chiefly to the female part of his

audicnce, whom he professed to cure of their pro-.
pensity to scandal.’ ¢ An ambassador from the

Emperor of Morocco—a, capital mask at least ten
feet high attended by his arinour-bearer, a dwatf.

* A nurse, with a habe in leading strings measuring.

about six feet high. This amiable infant managed
its rattle with great address.’ :

~ And so on through a quaint list. The band of

‘ewmdwxdnahty in the eolleorwe pmc&edmgea of the‘

| “masqued ball of pecuhar splendour.’ ¢ The rooms, |
_ overspread with green and flowery foliage, wrote
‘the local Jeames, * prg.}santcd a scene of rural b«,aul;y, :



. Her Majesty’s 67th Regiment made music to which
I the more stately of the company danced in costumes
' of many ages and nations,  But the fun seems 1o
‘have been rather rougher than we are NOW G-
customed to, ‘A ghost ‘about twelye feet high
was encountered by a Jack-tar, who mistook his
xi_ight-cap for 2 mainsail, which Jack instantly pro-
{ ceeded to reef.’ A barber tried to forcibly shave
“ta tailor sitting cross-legged on his shop-board "~
e most active tradesman’ was this artist in soap-
suds, * though we caniiot in conscience recommend
him as a very safe and careful operator. ; ‘
The sale-list of ‘the elegant property of Richmond
Thackeray, sq., about to leave: the Presidency,’
January, ¥ 806, when ‘1“e*traﬁsferre:d to Birbhum, also
appears in the Calentla  Gaszelte. 1t Suggests
- a somewhat magnificent style of life for a young
“uhvilian of seven years' service. A little armoury . .
of guns, awords, ¢ Persian scimitars and poniards,
‘in velvet Sc;xt’?bgrds,very richly mounted in silyer 's
 five high-class horses, including ‘ the young, very
active and highly dressed, light grey Arab saddle- i
 hotse Nimble! of *& fine genercns temper | with o
. ‘a handsome Europe-built coach Tiried- Wi;}i yellow

py

i “; %




cloth’ zmd  very ﬂxbhxonable Household 14urmture
in white and gold, ’*would have satistied the aspira-
tions of most bachelors just turned twenty-four,
But Richmond Thackeray also cultivated the arts
and belles lettres with the aid of *a large Mahogany
Box of Reeves’s colours, with silver mountings; an
excellent library of books; and very fine statues
in plaister of Paris,’ ‘ Ackermann’s collection of
beautiful Engravings for 18045, exquisitely coloured
. and highly finished in large vellum folios, rxchly
- gilt and lettered, imported on one of the last shi ips,
and cost upwards of 100 guineas,” shows that the
youthful virtuoso was quite up to date. :
He seems, indeed, to have been a young gentle-
man of many tastes. ‘A capital patent Saloon
Organ, with fine barrels of the latest and most
approved tunes, having the flageolet, tabor drum, :
 triangle, diapason principal, twelfth and flute stops,”
discoursed music for lady guests at “his. house in
Chouringhee.” = ¢ Valuable Paintings; Prints, and
‘Convex Mirrors, in rich burn)_.'ﬁed gold frames’
adorned its walls-~and are gét forth in the choice
language of the C)@L’:‘:‘tta auctioneer.
Ncedle$>§ .o sy that the owner of all these fine




: “gs ﬁgures in thc- functwns with which India,
© then as now, welcomed the coming and sped the
, depm‘tmg Governor-General.  He formed one of the
ty Cmmmutec appomted to draw up the famous farewell
address from *the British inhabitants of Calcutta’
to Lord Minto; and altogether appears as a cofis
siderable personage in the social and public life of
e capitaly U0
| auda 1810 he matried at Calcutta one of the
reigning beauties of the day. He himself had
an attractive personahf y, and his picture, which
. hangs in the drawing-room of his grand.daughter
 the authoress of 0/ Kensinglon, resembles the
z stnkmg portrait ‘of his Madras brother, William,
: already described. | ¢ It is that of a very young
man in an old-fashioned dress and brass buttons,’
writes this lady, ‘and white handkerchief round his
neck: with brown hair falling loose, with bright
~ soft hazel eyes and arched black eyebrows. The
" face is long and narrow, the nose is long, the
! ‘{’:comple.xxon is clear, the mouth delicate and yet
i not without a certain determination and humour.
- The eyes have 4 peculiar, out-looking depth of
‘expressxon which I remember in m) Father’ [the
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o unavdwcd, a«mpted by him in the various subsc-
quent revolutions and changes of native rulers.
‘During thosé years, while a handful of anhsh

men were winning Plassey and creating an empire

for the British nation in India, the Court of

Directors was split into bitter factions, The patiy

hostile to Clive, or envious of his success, haying

got the upper hand, vented its ill-humour in acri,
monious despatches to Bengal, We saw how, in
the previous century, the Court rewarded Char-

" nock for his splendid defence which saved the

inglish from extinction in Bengal !, by telling him
that—! it was not your wit or’ contrivance, but God
Almighty's good prov:dence, which hath always
graciously supetintended the aftairs of the Com-
patty.'  Clive was not a worn-out old man like
Charnock, and he fraokly expressed his indignation.
 On December 29, 1759, he and hls Council remon-
strated in very plam terms. : :

¢ Permit us to say,’ runs their clespatch ¢ that the
diction of your letter is most unworthy [of | your- |
selves and us, in whatever relation considered, either '
as master to servants or gentlemen to gentlemen '

i Ante, p. 44 i
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Mem madvertences and casual neglecta have been

treated in such language and seatiments as nothing

but the most g‘larihg and premeditated frands could

warrant., . . . Faithful to little purpose, if the

Dbreath of scandal has power to blow away in one

. hour the merits of many years service.’

. Clive left Bengal in the following February,

1460, and ‘was tempotarily suceseded as Governor
by his second in Council, Holwell, the hero and
historian of the Black Hole. The Court of Direc-

 tors, having no longer to deal with the conqueror
of Plassey, took their revenge on his Council who

i .together w1th Clive h'ld sxgned the despatch

wrote to the (xovurnor of Bengal : We rlo posi-
' tively order and direct that immediately upon the

receipt of this letter, all those persons remaining

_in the Company’s service who signed the said letter

of ‘the‘zgth December . . . be dismissed from the

 Company's service,” Holwell and Richard Becher

were the two chief signatories. :
- Holwell had already applied for leave to quit the

. Company's service owing to the ‘ many unmerited
marks of resentment which I have lately received

L2



THE THA(‘I{ERA YS IN IIVDIA

| Novelist], = *He looks sim ple and good and
sensitive, ‘

His bride, Anne Becher, was ronnected With an
old Bengal civilian family, noted for the tenderness
of its women. Perhaps the two most touchmg
stories, carved on the Calcutta gravestones of the
last century, are those on the tombs of her kins-
man, Richard Becher, and his young wife. They
shared in the expulsion of the English at the time
of the Black Hole, June 1756, and in the miseries of
the fever-stricken refuge in the delta waiting for
deliverance.  During that long-drawn-out agony
they watched over a dying child; On December 14, |
Admiral Watson's fleet hove in sight; but exactly
a_fortnight before it dropped. anchor at Rulta,
Richard and Charlotte Becher had buned their
mfant.

The poor mother, herself but a girl of eighteen,
never got over her sorrow.  In 1757 she began to
fade away. Next year Warren Hastings writes to
her husband, * greatly concerned to hear that Mrs.
Becher's indisposition has increased,’ and begging
him to send her for change of air to Mrs. Hastings’
house in the country. *After suffering with patien‘ée '
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Aot @aughter’ says her epitaph, they luirl her ripe

three 'years later in the same churchyard that
contains the graves of Charnock, the founder, :md
f Admtra.l Watson, the deliverer, of Caleutta.
. The inscription on her husband's tomb is an
even more pathetic one. Richard Becher arrived
L in Calcutta as a Writer in. 1743 Rising through
 the various grades of the Company's service as
‘Factor, Junior Merchant, and Senior Merchant, he
* had reaghed the rank of Fourth in the Bengal
Council and Chief of Dacca at the time of

fthe Black Hole 1756, In the following year he ’ ‘

 returned with the sutvivors of the English to Cal.
| outta, leaving his little daughter in her grave amid
the swamps of the delta, and bringing back ‘his

sorely stricken wife. Like the other chief servants

of the Company, he received a public donation of *

ik 27,000 from the new Nawab, by whom we super-
- seded the prince under whose orders our country-

- men had perished in the Black Hole. But unlike
several of his colleagues, Richard Becher took no

| private gift, nor did the searching scrutiny of

- Parliament discover any sums, whether avowed or

L
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from the present COuL't of Dl[‘eCth'S‘ On Rxchatd_ ,
. Becher, who after e:ghteen years' service had made
no considerable fortune, the blow fell, e

Holwell retired 'at the age of fifty, to unjuy
thirty-eight years of literary and social distinction
in England. = Séveral of his works ‘may be read
‘with pleaszure at this day; his l’ldl‘l‘dthﬂ Of the
Black Hole is a masterpiece of realism whxch will
live to all time.. Voltaire singled him out anmng :
the English Company's servants for his devotion o
Eastern learning : ¢ Un homme qui na voyagé que .
‘pour s'instruire, ‘who has leamed the language
alike of the modern and ancient Brahmans, and
translated sublime pieces from the earliest works in
their sacred language.’ ¢ These thmgs, continued
Voltaire, ‘are more worthy of the study of the wise
man than the quarrels of deakrs about muslins and .
dyed stuffs.’

Richard Becher's lot was very different. Dis;‘
missed the service in 1761, he remained out of
employ for six years, But the necessities of the
Company compelled the Court of Directors to
swallow their' arxgry wcvrds*, Lord Clive returned
'~ as Governor of Bengal in x76§‘ Richard Becher, e



das:gmtad by lum as one of the men to carry on
his great task, was reappointed to the Bengal
Coungil in 1767, He held that high office during
 the first years of Thackeray's grandfather in Cal-
 cutta, and was promoted in 1769 to be Resident
“at the Court of Murshidabad, with control, so far
a8 we then yentured to interfere, of the revenue
~ administration of Bengal,

Rlchard Becher will ever deserve honour as
almost the only anlthman who, amid misrepre..
- sentation and calumny, strove to grapplc, with
o ithe great, famine of 1770, What one man could

do for the Province throughout its agony he

. accomplished,  But no one felt more bitterly than
. himself the feebleness of the State relief, and
~ his was the pen that awakened the conscience
- of his countrymen. Any effective dealing with
~ famine was impossible under the divided control,
half native, half English, which still prevailed in

i Bengal In the words of the Indian proverb, it was

 waterinig the top of a tree whose roots were cut.
 Richard Becher got small thanks for his labours.
- Yet a century afterwards his letters and Consulta-
_"“’-tmns, a8 Resudent at Murshidabad, fired me with
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admiration when a young As'-‘,xsmnt Manrxstrate.
They led to the attempt, in my A nnals of Rural '
Bengal, to explain for the first time  the true

' meaning of an Indian famine.

In 1774 Richarl Becher retired to I:ngland with
4 competence after thirty.one years of service.
He was a man, by the common consent of his
fellow-men, absolutely pure-handed in the hxghest :
 offices, ending with that next to the Governorship
.. of Bengal., Dung seven years in’ anland he had
- the happiness to see his boys grow into manhood.
It was his sole reward in life, He lost his little
fortune in trying to helpafmend and was chantahly-
allowed to re-enter the Companys service at the
age of sixty. They gave him a compassionate
appointment as head of the Caleutta mint, together
with nominations to the Bengal Civil Service for
his sons, Richard and John. 'He brought out the
two lads with him in the autumn of 1581, The

* youths, after long but not distinguished Indian =~
careers, lived on in comfort in England till 1830 i

and 1846. The old man could not forget that he .
had been second only to the Govemor, and dxed; e
aiter one year of subordinate office, e




, The mscrxpuon on his Caleutta tombstone, | in
A spme of some mortuary magniloquence, perhaps
“best tellb the tale,  For it speaks the feeling of his
countrymen iti Bengal at the time of his death, =

_ After recording his services, the honourable modesty
il his fortune, and his return to England in 1774, it
W mnclud;zw ‘ By nature open, liberal and compas-
- ,’{ sionate unpmcn,%d in guile and not suspecting’ it
_in others, to prop the declining credit of a friend
‘he was led to put. his all to the hazard, and fell
g vxcum 1o his own benevolence. . After a short
" pause and agonizing conflict; bound by domestic’
' claims to fresh exertions, in 1781 he returned to the
~ scene of his carlier eﬁ'orts. But the vigour of life
" was past and . . . in the hopeless efforts to re-crect
| the fortunes of his family, under the pang of dis-
appointment and the pressure of the climate,a worn

© mind and debilitated body sank to rest. An un-
erring wisdom ordained that his reward should not

be of this world.,  Nov. 17, 1782.'

‘T wonder if Thackeray had that sad story of his
mother's kinsman in mind, when he touched off,

with so tender a pathos, Colonel Newcome's loss' |

e of fortune in old age? Colonel Newcome is indeed
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a ch \racter made up of many simples. There is inity
s we have seen, perhaps something of Thackeray's :

_grand-uncle and guardian Moore, something of the
~ chivalrous cousin Sir Richmond Shakespear, but
. perhaps also something of the poor old Richard
" | Becher who lies in the South Park Street Ceme-

tery, Calcutta.  Happy the family which could

 count several members as the ongmal of Colonel

Newcome !
Richard Becher, notwithstanding his 1ater mzsior«
tunes, founded an Indian connexion scarcely less

powerful, or less w1dc1y spread than that which "
derives from the elephant-huntmg Thackeray of

Sylhet. 1 have a manuscript record of no fewer
than fifteen Bechers in India during the halilce:ntqry

after Richard’s return thither in 1781, The /ndia

Last for 1893 still showed four Bechers and four
. Thackerays in the scrvices, besides many under
.’ other names through the female descent.

Tt was into this great Bengal family that Richmond
 Thackeray married. In 1779 John Harman Becher,
a kinsman of the above Richard, arrived in

Caleutta as a Writer, - His career was cut short in

his eighteenth year of service, and, after struggling
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,»a.gamst ﬂl health fﬂr three ‘more years, he died
L h Indta in 1800, He left a little daughter, who
| grewintoa bezmuﬁﬂ girl of seventeetl. This young
“"lady, accotding to the Caleutta Old Cathedral regis-

ter, Richmond ’I‘hackeray married on October 13,

4 1810. On July 18, 1811, their son, William Make.
peace, . ‘the future novelist, was born at Calcutta,
 Five. mhmths later Richmond Thackeray was ap-
i pomtedijullecmr of the extensive District lying
 around ,empztal then considered one of the prizes.
o Of the Bengzﬂ Sémce. ; ‘

_The young couple merely moved a mile out to

. their official residence in the suburbs, without any'
L'-‘\'bmak in their Calcutta social life. The Collector's
. houseat Allpur, which now became their home, was

the country lodge of Sir Phxl\p Francid in the last.
© century ¢ the ¢ villa inter paludes * where he held his

' weekly symposiums.  ‘The same house, with a wing

and an upper story ‘added, remains the official

i remdt,n(,e of the Collector of that District,

In it Richmond [‘haclxc.my spent the remaining

“""V-four years of his life.  His work was thenceforth ‘
§ conﬁnfmd to the routine of an old- establxshed Dy
4 trlct, for a time supplememed by duty in Calcutta.

¥
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In hzm centered the whole mternal arlmmmtratmn

of a tract of two thousand ‘aquara rmlcs, with a

- population now exceeding one and a half m!lhons, '

exclusive of Calcutta and its suburbs, Besndeg this

sectled area, a wide unsurveyed region of forest and
swamp, through which the Be-ng'll rxvu"s merge

into the sea, then formed part ‘of his jur isdiction,

Thackeray had thus the capital of India at one end

of his District and ‘a no-man sJ'md of creeks and ‘

jungle, inhabited only by tigers, deer, crocodile,
and the few remnants of the old rwemp;mtes,at ol

‘the 'other,

Although his dutxe‘% part(ml«. more of a dzuly‘
round than in hiy previous frontier DlSt!‘lCtb, they i

were sufficiently numerous. He supervised the col-
lection of the revenue, exceeding £ 100,000 a year,

from the land and other sources, He was a criminal

judge and a judge in land.suits, both of first
Jinstanee and in appeal; and as head of the police
responsible . for the peace of the District and

- the prevention of crime. But these by no means‘-‘

exhausted his multifarious functions.

The Collector of a Bedgal District does in Ius et

local sphere all that the Home Secretary superin-

RS LSS
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clay, used for the streets: and contrasted th(:m
- with the durable roads metalled from the iron strata.
- and nodular limestone in his old District, Birbhum.

‘bhum ¢ gravel' on the Committee for improving the
_ tcmm - and had samples sent down for their mspen-" :
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‘tends in ngland and a great deal more. For he
|18 the representative of a paternal and not of a

consutuucmal Government. Roads, ferties, bridges,
rxver-ﬂmods, Jails, lxmatxcs, child-landowners, State

1penswnem and wards, education, epidemics, dispen-

saries, payments for killing snakes and tigers, cattle-
disease, municipalitics, the reclamation of waste

" - Jands, the introduction of new crops, village-pounds,
“ the embankment and the deepening of water-
* channels, the ch*mgmg prospects of the harvest, and
- measures to relieve distress caused by failure of the
'-.mms, form a few of the matters with which he has
{0 deal. If some of them have developed since
~ Richmond Thackeray's time, others were more |
. exclusively concentrated in his hands, i

Richmond Thackeray was a great rbad-maké;r».k ]
On coming to Calcutta in 1807 he had observed the
inferior material, broken brlck or lumps of bur. nt;

He accordingly urged the advantages of the Bir-
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tion.  The city was then begmmng to push 1ts way‘
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out towards the south, and his settlemcnt of the
suburban hamlets over eighty years ago forms a
landmark in the history of Calcutta.

On September 13, 1815, Richmond Thackeray

died; aged thirty-two years, ‘ten months ~and
twenty-three days, says his tombstone, This would

make his birthday October 21, 1782, instead of
 September 1, 1781, as stated in the chuly Book b
(ante, p. 141). They laid him in the North Park |
Street Cemetery : on the other side of the road from
the graveyard in which his wife’s kinsman, Richard iy
Becher, sleeps off the sorrows of his old age.

You walk along the north side of Park Stref.t,

_passing a coupIe of closed burial-grounds, until you
come to a padlocked gate of a third cemetery,’

labelled with municipal precision No. 28, when last

1 visited it After a delay, you may get the key
‘from the doorkeeper of a. fourth graveyard, just

opposite. Enter the gate, and turn to the left,
until, by a coarse path of broken brick, lined with
blackened and ruinous septilchres, you reach the
western wall.  Then go on twenty paces, and you
are at Richmond Thackeray s tomb
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It is a bmck monument consisting of a squat

‘column nsmg ﬁ-om an oblong base. The plaster,
when 1 saw it, was scaling off, and the platform
~ showed signs of decay. Yet the whole was in

good preservation compared with some of the

_hideous ruins around. Near it on the right rose

a poor ARhalar tree, its laurel-like leaves very
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dusty. A toddy palm of an equally sordid growth
stood three graves off on the left. But the sunset |

poured a golden flood over the wall from the west

on the shrivelled foliage and the forgotten dead.

At the other side of the red path rises an impos-

ing mausoleum to a boy civilian, Thomas Henry
Gmham, who fell gloriously,’ says his inscription,
"*in ‘an action between the Honourable Hast India

Company's ship Kent and a French  privateer
at the mouth of the Ganges; on October 7, 1800~
the day on which he completed the sixteenth year
of his age.! We have seen how another boy
hero, ‘ Billy ' Speke, gave his life also at the age
of sixtéen on the earlier Kent' which carried

"Admiral Watson’s flag. 1a 1798, two years before

young Graham’s death on his way to join his first
appointment, Richmond Thackeray sailed for India,
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i .also in his ﬁixt&enth year. After seventeen years’
service they buried him opposite Graham with
. a tribute to his worth as a public officer, *a son,
. a brother, a husband, a father, and a friend,’ «
| To the same graveyard had been horne, 4 faw
years earlier, amid the boom of minute guns and
‘the pomp of military * honours, Colonel Ball,
. Adjutant-General of the “Hengal Army, glorious
from the campaigns of Lord Lake: Not far off
rests the soldier-political, Colonel Achilles Kirk-
patrick, who imposed the treaty on the Nizam
which demolished the French power, and made
our own supteme, in Southern India, Among
sailors are the once famous Ambrose Kepling, and
Captain Cudbert Thornhill, a sort of eighteenth-
century Sinbad, honourably mentioned by Bruce
the Abyssinian traveller, and at whose death ‘all
the vessels in the harbour, both foreign and British,
joined the Honourable Company’ Marine in lower-
- ing their colours half mast” Here also sleeps the
s good doctor, Surgeon William Pite Muston, the
‘ _inventor or improver of the army dooley, who, after
a life of humanity, obtained a slow redress agdinst
injustice from the Court of Directors, but returned




to India. mﬂy to *1ear of the faﬂ of hm gallamt son, ..

: mnb of Mra.‘ Arthur Grote inthe same graveyard
) Beng'ﬂ cmlian f‘tmlhes destined to pernvtual

honour_ .

.sl brO‘te;n-heartad into the grave

'Shm‘é ﬁO*) of the, cmhan Govcrnor“(mneml Lmd #

e gnmmuth the real framer of the Permanent
'*‘Suttlfzment of Bengal; by a Halked, son of the
cmmxx codifier of Hindu Law; by Peter Speke,
i lon - a ruling voice in the Supreme Couneil ;

by,mmultxtude of once potent civilian names,
nga Groe:me,an Udny, a couple of B.xrwdls, ‘

mon ";‘T-Thackera.y mdss vmth one irom Lhe

Rmhmnn& Thmckeray left an only son, the future

: 3-&mehsr just four years old. I‘he young mother,
 herself only twenty-three, found a home with her
*re]nuves in India, and to the grief’ of widow-

. hood had soon to add the sorrow of separation

from her child, This was in 1817. Forty-four
s years afterwards Thackeray, in one of his Round-
~ about Papers, described » similar parting, ¢ remem-
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ﬁeﬁng in lOng long dmt’mt chy Ve says, ‘such

a ghaut or river-stair at Calcutta; and a day when'

down those steps, to.a boat which was in waiting,
came two children whose mothers rfmamed on
~ shore.” The two children were Th'tclmﬁ} and hls
cousin, Sir Richmond Sha.kcspear. i s A
The  beautiful young mother w% the. d'f‘am

of his: childhood, ¢ He drew me your house in.
Calcutta,” wrote Grandmamma, Becher soon after

- Thackeray's arrival in England, ¢ not omitting the

- monkey looking out of the window, and black
Betty at the top drying the towels, . This was
a postscript to Thacke,mys first extam, letter to

his mother at the age of six and 4 balf yeaﬁ Fer
engagement to Captain Carmichael Smyth, after-
wards Superintendent of Addiscombe, ' never
loosened the early bond, In that first letter the

child sends his love to the Captain; ‘and tell
kim he must brmg you home to ) your. aﬂ‘ectxomtﬁ

little son.’

It was the mother's influence that remained
with him through life. Divided by half the world
the child clung to her memory: the separation

was followed by years of tender reunion which




. bridge and Weimar found leisure to compile the
~ most. delightﬁg, pictorial epistles. On her second

‘ jt_j;‘,mother went' with him through his whole life,  He

anniversary of his death she followed him to her
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; ended only w1tli1 lus death When euﬂ’ermg from
. the tyrant of a private school, ‘I remember,” he
wrote forty yt.ars afterwards, ‘kneeling by my
little bed at night, and saying, * Pray God I may
~dream of my mother.”’ The public schoolboy at
" Charterhouse wrote almost daily to her a ‘sort
. of journal, For her the gay young man at Cam:

- widowhood his house became her home. His one

i.sumvmg daughter beam her name, The shadow. oy
- of a great domestic sorrow settled heavily on his
~ prime : he was cut off before he reached the honours

. of old age. But the tendemess of that beautiful

B was her only child; and the same gentle eyes that | i
 filled with joy when he was born wept with sorrow
‘when he was laid under the sod. On the first

. own grave.
~ When 1 knew her,’ writes the family chromcler,»
! ahe was old, and her hair—of a lovely whiteness—
_contrasted with her fine eyebrows. There was
a look of great refinement and nobleness about
: M
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LR Walk mto the drawing-room,’ Vw‘r“itcs
,hackemy of the home which he made for his
mother’s evening of life.  There sits an old lady .
mf more than fourscore vears, serene and Kkind, and
e be'm‘mful in her age now as in hier youth. Shﬁ
G xs as simple as if she had never had any flattery
to dazzle her.  Can that have been anything but
o good fife which, after more than mghty y*ea,rs of
‘3" 1t was spent, is so calm? ' i Ehals
. An influence of another kmd on Thackerays
] '; ch*xracter was his descent, through fiis grandmothu
- Amelia Richmond-Webb, from the noble Constables -
of Richmond and Lords of Burton, His father
A parpetuated their name of Richmond in the Last
~ century, as his son-in-law does in_the present one. -
The great novelist used thexr crest as his signet
ring': a coronet transfi xed with three darts, from one
. of which fall three drops of blood, in combination
‘with a monogram designed by himsell. Thackeray
had the genuine pride of birth, the absence of which
is 40 often covered over by the mixture of ostenta-
' tion and meanness which he branded as snobbery.
‘His love of ancient lincage was no mean admira-
tion of mean things, but a noble admiration of noble
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‘deeds He sgave hxa grandmomers name, Amelia,
to the lidy whom he intended to be the purest
of his early female creations.  In his “historical
’masterpxecc, of Esmond he makes his famous
_re!at.tve, General Webb, stand out as he does in
thc., tapestry at Bleaheim. Indeed the prominence
of the burly bmgadx:'r forms perhaps a little bit of
wrong_ perspective in that great novel. :

But if the grandmother’s ancestry touched his
Jmagmauon with the wand of romance, he. derived
the strong fibre of his nature from the grand.
. father's side. Dunng a hundred years his branch
~ of the Thackemys had been a landless people
- belonging to the strictly professional class, Of
sixty-nine kinsmen and collaterals whose carcer
I have been able to trace, twenty-four entered the %
,army or navy, nineteen were churchmen, nine were
 barristers, e1ght were Inchan civilians, seven were
‘medical men, two were  Kton masters. Every
 Thackeray since the Archdeacon, nearly two
~ hundred years ago, had to earn his living in
'.some honourcxble profession : by his sword, tongue,
_or pen. In the generation immediately preceding
s ‘thﬁ nuvehst, we haw, seen that at least four uncles

e M 2
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‘and one aunt. had hwmry gzﬂs‘ l‘ha«,kmy
genius was the flowering of a centuty and a half
of family culturé ; a culture of which the beawtiful
after-efflorescence still blooms in (%id Kensinglon,
the Story of Elzabeth, and the Viiage on the Cli 8
. Thackeray's robustness of character, his hatred of
shams, his scotn of all things base, had 1heir roots
. deep down in the manly life of thc, old Yorkshxre_
moorland, | The power of producing hightclass
mental work to order, when work must needs be
done, came to him from 2 century of later ancestors
. who had made their bread by their brains. The
loneliness and unsatisfied dim yearnings for love
~ which each generation of Anglo-Indian children-
. suffer, and the perpetual pathos of parting in our
Indian life, have also left a touching record on his
pages, ‘Strong men alone on their knees, he tells |
s, ¢ with streaming eyesand broken accents, implore
heaven for those little ones who were prattling at
their sides but a few hours since. Long after they
are gone, careless and happy, recollections of the
sweet past rise up and smite those who remain: the
flowers they had planted in their little gardens,
- the toys they played with, the little vacant cribs
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they a?ept in as ﬁthw«a eyeﬂ. looked blessmgq down
- on them:’

The clerical traditions of a family, with nineteen

- parsons among them, made Thackeray, quite apatt

from his intellectual convictions, the friend of true

churchmen, and filled his imagination with the

poetry of the rites of the Church. ' ¢ How should he
who knows you,’ he wrote, ¢ not respect you or your
calling? May t_!us pen never write a pennyworth
again if it ever cast ridicule upon either.’  His boy-
hood was solitary. For him, memory required a long*
vista to soften the harsh lines of his school years,”

and to etherealise the Slanghter House (Charter

~ House) of his earlier navels into the Grey Friars,
" to which the tliree fricnds made their tender pil-

grimage, and where the old colonel murmured  his
last Adsume. It is the recollection, howevet; of the
chapel-service which makes the transformation
complete, ¢ A plenty of candles lights up this
chapel and this scene of age and youth and early
memories, and pompous death, How solemn the

well-remembered prayers are, here uttered again’

in the place where in childhood we used to hear
them. How beautiful and decorous the . rite:
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‘hc»w noble: the ancient words of the Supphmtmné
| yhich the priest utters, and to which gf-ncrauons of
t  fresh children, and tmops of bygon seniors, have
cmed Amen.

- But the greatest single influence of Thackeny’q :
}:fe woﬂ: was still his mother, My earhev»t pom ait

L f him is -that of a little child clinging to his

“mother, her arm around his teck, and the fatheri

sitting close by, At any rate 48 soxnetbmg it

~ that the best of Bengal civilian families in the
. last century furnished the mother of Thackemy

' The lofty tenderness for women which he ]earned

from that mother, he lavished on his wife until
" parted from her by her dark malady ; it ovar.
flowed to his daughters, and breathes in his works.,
How exquisite the transition in the closing verse Of
his White Sguall, when

“The harmless storm was ended,
" And as the sunrise gplendid
Came blushing oler the sea; iy
1 thought, as day was breaking, -
My little girls were ‘waking, :
And smiling, and making
A prayet at home for me

In Lady C«lstlewood hL runs up the whole gamut
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of tenderness, “from the subdued sentiment of the
- Cathedral scene on Esmond’s return from the wars,

to the high-strung scene of her prese: atation of him
as head of the family to the Duke of Hamilton-—

“one of ot t00 many passages in which Thackeray

cared to reach the sublime. In his lecture on Dean’
Swift what a picture of the Nemesis which avenges

- heartlessness to ‘women! *‘He was- always alone;,
‘zﬂoue, and gnashing in the darkness, except when

tella s sweet gmile came and shone on him. When
that went, silence and utter right closed over him.

An immense genius, an awful downfall and ruin.'

¢ A good woman,’ he says elsewhere, * is the loveliest

Mlower that blooms under heavan and we look with

love and wonder upon its silent grace, ity pure
fragrance, its delicate bloom of beauty.’ ‘Lucky
is he in life who knows a few such women! A kind

_providence of Heaven it was that sent us such, and

gave us to admire that touching and wonderful
spectacle of innocence and love and beauty.’
How would he have chosen that this chronicle of

the strenuous lives of his countrymen in India-—

sometimes unloved, often ill-requited, generally cut
short-—should end ?




THE THACKERA Y.S IN fNDIA

e ;“‘Canst thou, 0 fhendiy reader, lie rmk Scount
_ upon the fidelity o’c an artless heart or tendcr or £wo,

; mbestowed on thee the love of £ utht’ul women ?
© Purify thme own heart, and try to make it Worthy ‘
. of theits. All the prizes of life are nothmg' :
. compared to that (ne. All the rewmds of ambmonv
wealth, pleasure, only v'mny and disappointment
il p‘msped at greedily and fought for fiercely, and
over and over again found worthless by the weary
; ‘wumer‘%. It was the mother of ”l‘hat‘kemy that
' taught him 10 think thus of women. Her Lindred
' lie amid the dismal sepulclms of Caleutta grave-
~ yards.  But her nobler nature did not perish. It is
| immortal in the nnmonaluy of the: manhest and -
. tenderest man of letters of our P

. and reckon among the blessings which Heaven hath



. Agnew, Vens, tablet {d his
{10 memory in Caleutta Cathedral,

quoted, 59, 1

nville s see D' Anville.

- Aylmer, Roso, danghbter of Lord

. #yhmer, 'and one of Landor's
eu:;l:y loves, 50, 60§ her death

-l Caleutta and her tombstone,
| gg,’ 6o ; Landor's elegy onher,

X :

B,
Bull, Colonel, 174 ;
Barwell, Rieherd, 15 ; hisduel
with 8in John Claverng, 173
- ¥rancis’ opinion of hin, 5.
Batson, My, a4,
Bechor, Aunne, wife of Rich-
mand  Thackeray,
1y birth of her son Wil
liam Makepeace (the novelist),
160 5 second marriage to Cag—
tain Carmichael Srayth, 1763
“herinfluence on her son, § 76-7,
18245 hey denth, 14k
Bocher, Jobn, 166,

. INDEX

!

159-61; |

Iigc:m’r, John Harman, 1689, )

Becher, Richard, his llife‘an‘d )
mibfortunes, 160-6; his death,
s 45128, Al
Bengal Obituary, The, 56, 62,

173 v .
Bm?itin‘ck, Tord | William,

Governor of Madias, 124-6,
R j VAT
‘Hosworth Smith, his Zife of
L Lrd Lawrence, 58 T

 Bruce, the Abyssinian trayeller, -

74 0
Burke, Hdwmund, 100.

(e}

Caloutta, the grave-yards of, 9,
13, X7, 18, 21, 23, 278,34,
Ba-3y BO02, 130, 149, 161, |
167, 1ha-5; IHe in, 31, 12
founded by Job Chamock, 32,
48, 434, 47-8 3 rapid growth
of, 49~501 its unhealthiness
503 its earliest newspaper, 5.

Caraceloli’s Life of Clive, 14,

Cartier, John, CGovernor of
Bengal, 70, 73, 81-3.
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riage, « 34-§; his

‘Mart Hamlet,’ ﬁfiex’rWard}s Cal-
oL outta, 413, 4703 his unhappy
t old age, 5:_;’, 5;; 1 his death and

[ ietone, 3, natgy 101, summary
L of hig life and chaxactet, 512,
LN Ulavering, General Bir Jobun,
B 0ot el b SREURUR
Cleviand, Augustus, §9.

T4y 79 S4b)
1624,

o Madras, 116,
. Congreve, Siv WWilliar, 108,

‘| Coote, 8ir Hyre, Commander:

in-Chief in India, 24, 95

Qotton Mart Hamlet or Cote
ton  Thread Mart, a mud:

it . hamlet ‘on the east bank: of
e ‘he river 'Hupli, the sité of
the present Caloutta, 30444

47759 !
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¢ Daces in the last century, 74,
. Dalhousie, Tiord, quoted, T4o!

D’ Axnville, 77, ;
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143"
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its retrenchients, 79~80.
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newspaper, 114~B
Tivans, John, Chaplain to the

i Bast India Company and pri
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of | Bangor and finally of
- Ammagh, 47, 49, 52.

F".

Woley, Ceorge, his grave in

South Dark Street Cepmdtery,
61, o b
Francis, #iy Philip, 10, 113
" bis identity with * Junius,” 145
Teaves England in chagrin and
atrives in Calcutta i 1774, 14
his colleagues in the Tndian
Cotnell, "4 15 ; his resolve
to become Governor of Bengal,
153 his intrigues to ruin War-
ren Flastings, 15, 16,92 his
schemes defeated, 16 ; his duel
with Wirren Hastings, 2124
returns to England, 1780, 32§
death in 1818, 23; his libsl
Clon: Sivlyre | Cootey  94-53
"yarious teferences to, 68, 106,
164. ‘ '

G,
Graham, Thomss Henry, his
grave in Caleutta, 173,
Grand, George, 08,
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3 . :ﬁ, ]

Halked, 375

Humilton, Sutgaon Wﬂllum, ;
cures the Kmperor of Delhi

and obtains privileges for the
English . (,ompuny, §2-3 4 in-

ﬁmtmﬁde of the Directors, 335 .
is death in 171y and burial .}
in Caloutta, 34; his giave:

stone, 3.», 344

8 )
Hareis, Mr. Ju?;mn, Chief of

the C‘oum,ﬂ of Dageit in 1771,
S1-3;  marrdes Henriettn
. Thackeray in 1772; 82; thelr
retumn to, Englaod  and. Tlife
L there, Ba-a's His death, 83,
Hub&u@s, ‘Warren, 13, 15, "1

5,85, 8? 91, 166, paremauc, i :
0

% 20; nflict with.
P*i I‘mnds, §6 2 does

with mncis, 41,225 death m'; .

B8, A Wi
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Homm«i.5 iord, 106,
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Athe B’lack Hole of Calcutta,’
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- his iitmry works, 1 64,
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a8-31.
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; oia.
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guoted, 147,

/ Kepiiug. Armbross, 174 '
 Bilpatrick, Mador, his death

« and burial in 1757, 28
Kirkpu.tzrio?c, Colonel thilles,

174
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Imndm', Walter Btwago, hm

love for and elegy on Fose
Aylmer, 50-61.

| Lieith, John Fexley, 114.
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" 'the Earl of Balcarres, Resident
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1%78,86; his administration
of, Sylhat and private trade,
86-09, 92, 93 )
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Resident in Oudli; his mar-
riage t0 Angusta Shakespear,
147 ‘

s

‘Maeﬂmln*y, Tord, his story of

Warren Hnstings parentage,
12 proofs of its falseness, 19,




zo, his essays  set np at
The Ereg‘hMmm Press, C‘al-
cutta, 115,

Mackham,
quoted, 78 81,

Milton, Jobn, 'his last de-
scendant died in Madras, 9.

M.inbo. Lord, 159+

Moira, Lord. 145-q.

Monson, Colonel, 15 his ill-
. ness and death, 8.
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in Caleutta, 19, ber slander
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death, 20; and grave, 18
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vinges,’ 117-121; hig friendship
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in 1520, 133 ; his tribute to
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Muston,
Pitt, 174.
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| Worth Park Street Grnvaysrd,

Caleutta;
buried in 1782, 167
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jatut Tohs's  Churchyurd, |
Onlovtts s Admiral Watson |
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Qhore, a son' of the Govemnor-
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' Becher, 170, i /
Bouth Park Strest Graveyaxd,
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60 George Ioley, 61
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| #peke, *Billy,” son of Captain
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on ' Admiral
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' during the captire of Chandar-
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i and death of ¢ Billy,” 29-31.
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Thackerays, The, a great In-
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i 146, 5475 death, 149.
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L B0,
Richard “Becher, 167, 172"
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Thaokeray, tharles, youngest
son of Wo M. "Thackery and
uncle of the novelist; bowm
1794, 113 3 his life ini Indin as a
barrister, and journalist, 114;
his death, ¥14.

Thadkeray, Jmily, sister fo
Richmond '.l‘hackeray; goes
out ‘to him in Tndia, 146%
her marciage to John Talbot
Shakespesr, 146 5 ber children,
147-8 ; her death, 140.

Thackeray, The Rey. Francie,
son of W. M, Thackeray and

o anele of the movelist 3 his lifé
and writings, 112, 113,
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hood  in HEogland, 83, 104;
her descendnnts, 43,

Thackeray, June, eldest sister
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her marriage to James -
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Thackeray aud father of the
novelist ; -his education, 141
his life in India, 1413, Y45~6,
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William ©  Makepeace | (the
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Thackeray, William Make:
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the noveligty bicth aod educa:
tion, 67 ; voyage to India, 68 ;
~arrivel in Calentta in 1706,
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ringes in India, 7583 ; private
ttading, 83~5 ; © Collector | of
Sylhet, 85~0; His army-con-
tract for  eleplinnts, 91-2 ;
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1754,98 ; marriage with Ame:
lin Richmond Webb, in 1776,
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ome  at Hadley, 98, 100,
1025 3 his whols official pay,
903 his children, 100, I0F;
¥12, 1133 death in 1813, 105.
Thackeray, William Make-
" peave (the novelist); his pa-
rents, 159, (168 birth at
Caleuttn, 168 ; desth and
funeral of his father, 64, 108,
172 48 sent to Ehgland at
the age of six, 10y, xzs ; visits
to his ﬁm an and . grand-
g‘?c‘lﬁ, Vir. Pﬁgtf Moore, at
C Ha 5190 oriung, 1
no;%is mother’s inﬂuencg:
176-7, 1834 letters to his
mother, 17673  re-marriage
of his mother, 176; school-
. days nt Charterhouse, 176.-7 ;
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ancestors, 178~g; his characs
ter, 179, 280 his wife, 182 ;
his views of women, 182-4.
Thornhill, Captain Cudbert,
SRS L

INDEX

191

V.

Vansitbart, Governor of Bengal,
76,

Veg‘els'c, Giavernor of Bengal,
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Walckengey, Baron, 77.

‘Watson,  Admiral,  relieves
Caleutta after the Black Hole,
2645, eaptures Hugli and
Chandamagar, 2(1; dies ‘and
is buried in 'S¢, John's Church-
yard, 27 ; his signature forged
and his name  calumniated,
2748,

‘Webh, Amelia  Richmond,
daughter of Col, Richmond
Webh, 97; her martage to
William MakepeaceThackeray
in 17706, g8 s her death, 108,

Webb, General John Rich-
mond, | distingnished  during
Marlborough’s campaigns, 48,

Webb, Lieutenant - Colonel
Richinond, father of W. M,
Thackeray's wife, Amelia; his
life summarised, 97 ; origin of
the family, g7 ; deathof hisg
gon, 100 ; his character and
advice to his son, 103,

Webb, Ssrah  Bichmond,
eldest daughtar of Colonel
Richmond Webb and sister to
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Whotks by Sic Tilliam Tails

on tunter,

In Preparation. ‘
A HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA.
v I Iy Five Vorumes,: ;
! Based on the Manuscript Records ¢
and the District Inquivies conducted for the Statistical Swroey of Didia,
; i Vor. 11§ 1848, e
¥rom the discovery of the Cape xoute in 1498 to the final
foviiding of Calcotta in 1690,

bl
S

THE ANNALE OF RURAT BENGAL. Steri EDITION, 165,
: . Lrom the Manuscript Kecords: !

* Itis hard to over-estimate the fnvortance of a work whose anthorstceseds it fascis
natiig us with a subject so generally regarded as unattractive; and who, on questions of
grave inportance to the future deitiny of India, gives the results of wide rasenrch wnd
exceptional opportinities of personal study, i a brig i, Jucid, foreible dnrvative, risin: oo
oceasion 16 eloquence’s=7 imes, ; n e oM

* Mys Hunter, In s word, hus applied the philosophic method of writing history to.a new
field. . . The grace, and case, and yteady How of the waiting almast rititkes s forget, when
cetwding, the surpassing severity and value of the anthor's Tabours. Mo turghidy B vvsese,

U ORISSA : i

THE VICISSITUDES OF AN INDIAN PROVINCE UNDER

Al NATIVE AND BR TISH RULE,
Two Vors., Map AND StEEL ENGRAVINGS. a3
j Lom the Mawuseript Recovds,

' The mature.and laborions werk of a s who has devoted the whiole powes of his mind,
first to the practical duties of his profession as sn Indian civiling, and next to the study of
all that relutes to orcan [Hustrare it, As long as Indian civilians write tooks Tl this—as
long as they interest themselves ko passionately in their work, and fael <o keenly its con-
nexion with nearly every subject which can oceupy serious thotight<the Boglish rile will
notonly last, but will prosper, and make its subjects prospex too. - Fall Mall Gaseete (1572),

i Ereat subject worthily handled. He writes with great knowledige, great sympathy
with the Indian people, a keen 2. quick appreciation of all that is su'ﬂc{ng and romantic
in their history and character, and with o ﬂ“‘”i"li and picturesque style, which carnies the

veader lghiy over ground which, in less ‘skilfal hands, might seem tedions beyond
endurance.'~-Sasuriay Keview,

A LIFE OF THHN BARL OF MAYO,
FOURTH VICEROY OF INDIA.
SECOND Epriron, Two Vois, 245 & ;
‘ The picture presented to us of the late Lord Mayo is 5 fair and noble oire, and worthy
of the much lamented oviginal'~Edtnbursh R evicw. A ;
R v T masuzrlf work has two great recommendations's it is the vividly and fuithfully
tald narrative of the life of a man; and it contains a lucid and coriprehensive history of
recent administrition in Indin. =i owid,




AP, & SIR WTLL{AJW WILSON ‘HUNTEK«—!MIinﬂd,‘ :
TH® INDIAN EMPIRE:
TS HISTORY, PEOPLE, AND PRODUCTS.
Trirn Eprrion, 8oo PAGES, with Map. SEVENTH THOUSANIL | 1Bs
« Never before has the whote subject of Indian history been so adequitely and so
intelligibly treated.) -2 all Mali Gosetls. 4
*A compact body of ihihmnuion._nmnged and classified on sorrect principles”--

Academy. 0 ; ;
YA model of combined Incidity, i , and comprehensi t Beonomist,
A BRIGP HISTORY OW THE INDIAN PEOPLES,

avst Kprrion, BIGHTY-SECOND THOUSARD. | 35. 6d.

*Within the compiis of some 250 pagea ve Know of no history of the people of Trdia so
con;:istb:o intaresting, and so waeful for educationial purposes @y this, —London School

B iclo /
¢ By far the best manual of Thdisn History that hes hitherto been published " imes

of datba i 3

“The publication of the Hon, Sir W. W. Hunter's School History of India is an event
in literary history,'--Refs & Ragyed, |
A STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF BENGAL AND ASSAM.

In TWENT-TWO Vors, HALr MOROCCO, 5. BACH, WITH Mars,
“Tn ensemble d'efforts digne dwne grande nation, et comme aucune autre nlen i fait

3,

J juaglu’id de semblable ponr won empire colonial.—Revwe Critigue,

wenty volurmes o " mnaterial, collected under the most “avourable auspices, are built
up under his handls into. a yast but accessible storehouse of invalunbie facts.. Invaluable -
to the statesman, the agministrator, snd the historian, they are no Tess interestiog to the
general reader, My, Hunter undouhtedly has the faculty of making the dr’y bones of
statistics Jive, - But they also contain matter which may Le regarde as the fountain of
the yet unwritten history of Bengal.  Theyare a guide for administrative daction now,
They also seem to be the point of a new departure for the fature, —Nineleenil Contany.

THE IMPERIAL GAZETTEER OF INDIA.
SEconD Eprion, Fourd iy Vors,, HAaLy Morocco. £3 83

Gl afzublicnﬁpn of the Imperial Gazetteer of India marks the completion of the Jargest
netional enterprise in statistics which has eyer been underiaken. | ; The volumes before
s form’ a complete account of the country, its geography, teporraphy, ethnology, tom-
merce, and products. . . . Tt is one of the grandest works of administralive statistics
which have ever been issued by any nation,"—7'fmes. (o nofices.)

* Dr. Hunter has réndered 1o the Indian Government and to English people generally
the highest service a ptblic servant could achieve.—A finacume.

A LIFE OF THE MARQUESS OF DALHOUSIE
SEVENTH THOUSAND, 34, 64d.

+Je can be read at asitting, yet it references—expressed or implied-—suggest the study
and observation of half » life-time'—Dadly News. A
A brilliantly written acconnt of the life and work of that able ruler of men, the Mar¢gnis
Dalhousie. A siatic Quarterly Review. bt d Raieh
s Never have we besn 8o moch imprensed by the great literary abilities of Sir Wiltiam
}}unm 25 we have been by the perpsal of **1he Marquess ¢ Dalhousie ' Everdng
oy,
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g > I‘VORKS’ BY SIR WILLIAM WILSON HUNXER—rantinued,
i A BLIFE OF BRIAN HOUGHTON HODGSON,
L BRITISH RESIDENT AT THE COURT OF NEPAL. 14
T S Injehis life of a great Yadian civilian and schslar, Sir William Wilsou, Huntsr has
S | v produced a work which might seeve as a model for biographias of the Rl Timmes,
i X !:t revelution of a remarkable and most interesting personality, A, chatm ng bookf—
e Seatsears, ; (.4
R eI ol o fl}mgurnllgeand‘ tenderly written. ..« The stary of Brian Hodgson is not only of
intereer 1o the man of atfaies, the schidlar, and the stident of science, but it is a tale

‘which appeals 1o all who ' can notice wnd appresiate gonuine haman qualijies,’—
Athenacum. N

A SHORTER LIFE OF LORD MAYO
R Cihg Fourtrs THOUSAND, ONE VOL. ' 24, 64,
fraud P AR %brief’ but admirable biography, -~ Times. { :
t o A The world s indebled to the author for A fic and attractive 'reobrd of what whs
: | eminently a nobls Life, - codemy, ‘
' ' BOMBAY, 1885 TO 1800.
LASTODY AN INDIAN ADMINISTRATION,
Ong Vorume: ‘CLARENDON PRess. 1gs.
O Bew Tivi vitees Havs o ) ir William Hunte: e British Todia
o vk i:;.,;om::mt i?ncll{,;lbl:n:v {gngﬂu:&::;d%?s.‘f;?“‘mmm e ptie g

THR INDIAN MUSALMANS, Tuirt Evirion. ros, 64,
A masteely Bssay—Daily Vews, i

 FAMINE ASPECTS OF BENGAL DISTRICTS,

SECOND EDITION. 7+, 6d.

“One of the boldast efforts yet mads b{ statistical sclence, . In this work e has
laid down the basis of a system, by wh_rcf‘ e may fa.ir{y claim that searcity in Bengal has
beeh raduced to an affair of caim ad ive calculation, s Daily Mpiss,

TR
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THE OLD MISHEIONARY. “ w
TWENTV-FIRST THOUSAND. ik

EDITION DE LUXE, LLUSTRATED, an 6d.

A tale of tender pathos which it s diffiedlt to read without tm%\?ﬂt‘a‘fﬂr.
* A descriptive stady anal to soume of M. Paul Bourget's “ Pastels”. Pechaps the
best ol these, Un Saint, will be recallud 10 the memory of its veaders by Sie William
. Hanter's “Old Missionary ', < Z'imees. g {
* 1t brings back the flavovr of old days, old scenes, old memories, the full pulsing Tife
of the Districe,

: o He has the rare facalty of useing things in blace. of Shadows-—<his
Characters are living men., - Lcadem; il e

£y ; o
* Nothing of the kind was ever written more r.emng.'-—-lllm";atcd Lowdon News,
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