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A  SU M M A R Y  L IS T  OF A U T H O R IT IE S  FO R T H E  
C A R E E R  OF B A B U R

* A.— Principal Sources.
1. The Memoirs of Babur himself.
A Turin test was published by ILminski in 1857, and another (in 

facsimile from the Ilydorabad Codex) by Mrs. Boveridgo in TJ05. This 
latter is probably a direct copy from Babur’s autograph text: sec 
J.R.A.S., TJ06, p. 87.

Of tiro Turk! text thoro aro two principal Persian versions, tho first 
by Tayanda Hasan, and tho second associated with the name of 
Mirza Abd-ur-Rahim.

The best translations aro three lu number. That of Ebskine and 
L eyden (1826), now raro, is based upon the socond Persian vor.-ion. It 
is extremely good reading, racy and vivid, but not always faithful to its 
original. The translation of P avet de Coubteilei. (1871) is based 
upon Ilminski’s Turki text, and has remained until lately the nearest 
approach to tho Memoirs as Babur wrote them which was accessible to 
readers of Europoau languages. Tho third and latest translation, not 
yet complete, is tho most faithful of all, boing based upon tho important 
Hyderabad codex. It is the work of Mrs. A. S. B everidge. To this 
my obligations are great.

Tho Memoirs, ovon when tho "  personal oquation ”  is allowed for, do 
not supply all tho dotails necessary for Babur’s lifo. There ero throe 
important ‘ ’ blanks”  in them, tho first including the years 1503-1504, 
tho socond 1508-1519, tho third 1520 -1525. Recourse must thoreforo 
bo had to other authorities.

2. Tue Tarikh-i-liashidi of Mirza Haidar Doghlat. Tho only tran -- 
lation is that of N. Elina and Denison Ross. Tho author was Babur’s 
cousin, and in Intimate contact with him during tho “  Kabul ” period 
of his career. Mirza Haidar's work is particularly valuable as helping 
to supply tho blanks in tho Memoir;:; but ns tho author was a rigid 
Sunni, a great hater of Shah Ismael and all bir works, he is inclined 
to hide with tho Uzbogs in 1610 and the following years. Here ho is 
not to be trustod.
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fi?W %  LIST 0F a u t h o r it ie s  / x
\- V f'fj-'heHabib-us-Siyaro fKhwandamir. Lithographed editions I , 

> ~ * -c «  r ’̂LlisLod at Bombay and Tohran. It is a universal history : Eht 
\5n-«pptore m- au* iv- of Book III. aro particularly important for the rela

tions between Babur and Shah Ismael. The author was a well-informed 
contemporary, who visited Babur in India, but preserved a detached 
attitude. The work was begun in a.h. 927, and was perhaps continued 
down to a.h . 935. Very little use has been made of it, probably because 
it has never been translated. It was not known to Erskine.

d. ihe Ahsan-us-Siyar of Mirza Barkhwardar Turkman The only 
copy known to mo is the imperfect one in the library of Nawab 
Abdus ,alam Khan of Bampur (U.P.), which recounts in great detail 
the relations between Babur and Shah Ismael (to whom the book was 
dedicated). This history is noteworthy because the author a Shia 
who wrote with the professed object of correcting the Habib-us-Sivar 
confirms it in all important respects. The book was finished in 
A.n. 937.

5. The Shaibani Nama of Mirza Muhammad Salih is the versified 
history of Babur’s groat antagonist. It has been edited and translated 
by A. Vambery. It is very important as showing the Usbog sido of the 
struggle between Babur and Shaibani.

6. The Alim arai Abassi of Mirza Sikandar Munshi is primarily a 
history of the Safawi king Shah Abbas (a.d. 1588-1628) and was com 
po.v:d in 1616. But there is a detailed account of the origin of the 
Safc-.w dynasty, and of the relations between Babur and Shah Ismael 
I hiv c used the Bodleian Fraser MSS., I l l ,  147, 145 .

7. Tho Humayun Nama of Gulbadan Begam, Babur’s daughter 
contains some intimate porsonal recollection of tho author’s father"
The wholo account, however, is exceedingly partial, and unreliable 
where it is concerned with the relations between Babur and his sons 
winch aro represented as being the best possible. It has been ex
cellently odited by Mrs. Beveridge.

B.—Minor Sources.
3. The Tarikh-i-Hakki of Shaikh Abd-al-Hakk bin Saif-ud-Din 

Dihlawi it; useful for the reigns of tho Lodi dynasty. What tho author 
reports of tho time of Bahlol and his successors, he know . from actual 
eyewitnesses or from hearsay. Tho text I have" used is Bodleian 
Fraser MS., 162.

9. Thu Ahsan-ut-Tawarikh of Hat an is a ohroniolo.of tho reigns of 
Shah Ismael and Shah Tahmasp from k.H. 900-985. Thoro is 
however, an unfortunate lacuna (a.h . 913-931) in the toxts I have 
seen, which deprives tho book of much of its Value as a source for 
Babur’3 history. I have used the Bodleian Ouseley MS., 232.



Tho Tarikh-i-Firishta of Muhammad Bin Kasim is usefu*No1 “̂  ̂
g to supply gaps in tho Memoirs. Tho account of Babur is, like 

tho rest of tho book, sano, accurate and well-balanced. Tho most 
accessible version is tho Calcutta roprint of Briggs’ translation, but it 
it not faithful throughout.

11. Tho Tabaqat-i~Akbari of Nizam-ud-Din Ahmad is a goodgoncral 
history of India from tho Muhammadan invasions to tho latter part of 
tho sixteenth century. There is a short but good account of Babur.
I havo used the Bodleian Elliot MS., 381.

I— Ihc Akbar nama of Abu’l Fazl contains an introductory 
chapter dealing with Babur, based principally upon tho Memoirs, but 
too laudatory to be trusted. It is, however, occasionally worth con
sulting, and is readily accessible in the Bibliotheca Indica edition.
It is being translated by Mr. H. Beveridge.

C.— Modem Works.
13. Erskino. A History of India in the Time of Babur and Euma- 

yun (185i) is a fine and scholarly piece of work, cxcoUcnt alike from tho 
Indian and from tho Persian point of view. Its solid learning and 
sound judgment will always make it difficult to suporsedo. But the 
author did not make use of some important sourcos, particularly 
Nos. 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, so that his conclusions need re-stating in certain 
respects.

14. Lane Poole. Baber. (Rulers of India.) This is tho best short 
aocouut of Babur’s oareor at present available, but it is based ontiroly 
on translated sources, the author rolying on Nos. 13, 2, and 1 (Payot de 
Courtcillo’s translation).

15. Caldecott. Life of Baber. A readable summary based principally 
on tho Memoirs.

\ For othor books consulted, the reader is referred to tho footnotes, 
where full particulars will bo found.

LIST OF AUTHORITIES I Q J
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INTRODUCTION

b ab u r ’s place  in  In d ia n  h ist o r y  ; being  a  b rie f  account

OF THE POLITICS OF HINDUSTAN IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO 
THE MUGHAL INVASION

P erhaps in the whole course of mediaeval history there is no 
period which shocks our modern sense of political decorum so 
violently as the hundred years constituting the fifteenth 
century of the Christian era. The fourteenth century, in East 
and West alike, had tieen a period of promising, if premature, 
development. There had grown up everywhere compact, 
cent ralised monarchies, strong to all outward appearance; 
prepared, as it would seem, to play a great part in the ameliora
tion of social and political conditions. In the civilisation of the 
West, the middle classes had begun to demand and to receive 
a share of power: in the East, strong monarchs had arisen, 
who had encouraged trade, extended their dominions on all 

• «id 'S, maintained the peace, and suppressed disorder with a 
ruthless hand. But to this sudden and precocious develop
ment there succeeded a period of decay still more startling!)' 
rapid. The political units which bad seemed so stable provo 
to be licking in all the essentials of unity : the centralised 
monarchies which had seemed so strong fall apart into a help- 
l'- s? congeries of jarring fragments. The elements of disorder, 
v'bich had apparently been banished, make their appearance 
In hirers more formidable than ever ♦ In East and West alike,
' hv fifteenth century is a time of unparalleled confusion, an 
1''rational, formless epoch, lacking alike in the elements of 
coheienoe aucj stability. Political society > od to be in the 
wit Iti;ig p0(-: history at first sight takes on the guise of ignoble

»



of kites and crows : and the casual observer i
v  y : o f discovering any clue to the bewildering confusion of partio?, 

factions and polities.
And yet a more careful examination reveals at length i he 

falsity of such an impression. The confusion, bewildering as 
it may seem, is a mere ruffling of the surface of things, vhfflh 
leaves almost unaffected the lower depths where the vita 
constituents of society lie concealed. Beneath all the apparen. 
chaos, the elements from which in the future modern political 
society will be constructed, are slowly taking shape, until the 
moment comes when they rise into view, dominant and in
controvertible. . ..

It is the peculiarity of the sixteenth century of the Chris) tan
era that in East and West alike it witnessed the commence
ment of this process of reconstruction. The change was not 
an unmixed blessing. The fifteenth century, for all its con
fusion and pettiness, had been an epoch when the arts of life 
had flourished. In the little courts of the little prince: 
whether of India or of Europe, buiiding and the fine arts had 
in certain directions been cultivated to  a pitch ot perfection 
which in its own way has never been equalled, far less surpasses , 
by anv subsequent epoch. The sixteenth century, a period of 
comprehensive schemes and far-rcifthing; enterprises is, in 
manv respects harder and less humane. Drawn on a bolder 
wale it lacks at once the delicacy and the minuteness which 
distinguish the more elaborate and less obvious design of 
the period immediately preceding.
/ T h e  beginning of the sixteenth century m India as elsewhere 

„ fo thus a period of transition, and in order that it may become 
intelligible, it must be looked at in the light of the condo tons

! out of which it has taken shape. . , . . . .
In the first half of the fourteenth century, the armies of the

Khiljis and the Tughlaqs had turned the burners of dm k gf 
,iom of Delhi far and wide. From the mndh to the a) 
Bengal, from the Himalayas to  the Krishna the d y n a m  o 
Delhi held sway. That this sway was at all times effeduffl 
cannot be maintained in the fare c f authenticated facts.

i f EMPIRE BUILDER OF THE 16TH CENTlfiW
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lv\  C&quently occurring revolts in outlying districts, which r Q J _ j  
'S  often make a king’s reign assume the guise of one protracted 

military expedition, show that these monarchs were not com
pletely masters in their own house. Yet there can be no 
question that Ala-ud-din Khilji and Muhammad bin Tughlak 
exercised over their dominions.an authority that was, broadly 
speaking, effective.

In the second half of the fourteenth century, the picture 
gradually changes. As the central authority grows weak in 
proportion to  the strain thrown upon it by the burden of 
empire, one by one the outlying provinces become troublesome.
In most cases, events follow the same course.' A  trusted 
servant of the reigning king is sent to put down disorder.
He finds himself master of a compact province, in touch with 
local interests, out of touch with the court of Delhi. In
sensibly he becomes an independent monarch, sometimes after 
an unsuccessful attempt has been made to reduce him to 
obedience more often after death or intrigue has removed his 
old „er and set up on the throne of Delhi a Pharaoh who 
knows not Joseph. And in this way it came about that the 
empire of Delhi was reduced to a shadow of its former self, 
until the inv don of Timur in 1398 brought the tottering 
structure to the ground, and invested its end, all undeservedly, 
with the dignity of a tragedy. 'Thus, during the fifteenth 
century, there is no history of Hindustan : for Hindustan has , 
become a mass of separate states. Yet the history of these 1 
states is well worthy of attention, since they were the embodi
ment of the materials with which the constructional work of 
the next century was to be carried o m /

Taking our stand in the middle decade of the fifteenth 
century, wc observe that these petty realms fall into four 
well-defined groups. First, there is what may be called the 
Northern belt of Muhammadan power,, which sweeps in a 
great semicircle from the mouth of the Sindh to iLe Bay of 
Bengal. At the southern extremity, we have the kingdom of 
Sindh : further north, that of Multan: next, the Panjab, 
nominally a vice-royalty of Delhi, but in practice the preserve

EMPIRE BUILDER OF THE 16TH CENTUBf^j



in t r o d u c t i o n  ( C J

P0'verIul Afghan families. Then comes Delhi itself, witn 
immediate neighbourhood, the rulers of which still claim to 

be Emperors of Hindustan, despite the ridicule excited far and 
wide by their pretensions.1 To the south and east lies Jaunpur, 
the capital of the Sliarqi dynasty, which rules the bulk of the 
land constituting the modern provinces of Agra and Oudh : 
while further eastward still is the kingdom of Bengal, living 
its life apart, and taking but small share in the ephemeral 
politics of Hindustan. The second group may be termed the 
Southern .'luhammadan belt. First is Gujarat on the west, 
a well-defined geographical unit. Farther east is Malwa, with 
Mandu as its capital. South of Malwa is the little kingdom 
of Khandesh. And south of Khandesh is the great realm of the 
Deccan, ruled by its Bahmanid dynasty**'’Wedged in between 
the Northern and the Southern baud of Muhammadan states 
lies Rajputana, deathless and indomitable after centuries of 
exterminating warfure, fast regaining some measure of its old 
strength through the divisions which have overtaken the politics 
of Islam. Of its principalities the more notable are Marwar, 
and, above all, Mewar, now rapidly rising into a power of the 
iirst rank. To the south of the Southern Muhammadan belt 
there lies another great Hindu power, the empire of Vijaya- 
nagar, whose wars with its northern neighbours make up much 
of the history of Southern India during the fifteenth century: 
while to tho east lies the Hindu kingdom of Orissa, politically 
of little importance, but acting as a barrier, more or less 
effectual, to the southerly expansion of Bengal. With the 
kingdoms of the Far South we are not concerned. They are 
too remote from Hindustan proper to be of any account in our 
estimate of the political situation of that region. To sum up, 
theu, the distribution of political forces in the middle of the 
fifteenth century. There are two great groups of Muhammadan

1 1 here wi •; a contemporary Persian saying :
Badihahi Shah Atom,
Az Delhi ta Palam.

riw empire of Shah Alain stretches from Delhi to Palam.”  Praam is 
a vlllrV:,"i quite close at hand.



each group menaced on the south by a fonnidabbJ-L i 
pohty. I  propose to outline in the briefest possible 

manner, the development of each of these kingdoms, so that, 
at the end of our-survey, we may be in a position to form some 
estimate of the political forces which have to be reckoned with 
in Hindustan at the opening of the sixteenth century. We 
shall find it, I  think, most convenient to start from the south, 
and work upwards, finally concentrating the knowledge we have 
acquired upon a single central point— the Afghan Kingdom 
of Delhi.

The origin of the great Hindu empire of Vijayanagar is very 
obscure. It certainly took its rise from the confusion into 
which the terrible raids of Muhammad bin Tughlak plunged 
the somewhat decadent Hindu states of the south. Suddenly 
awakened to the necessity of opposing to the forces of Islam 
some fresh political combination, two Kanarese feudatories of 
the recently extinguished Hoysala power, Bakka and Harihara, 
erected a new empire upon the ruins of many old ones. Little 
is known of the personality of the first two rulers : both must 
have been strong men, possessed of political insight, for their 
kingdom grew with amazing rapidity. Bakka is said to have 
reigned from 1331 to 1367, and iris brother from 1367 to 1391.
Half a century after Harihara’s death, the kingdom was 
visited by an Arabian ambassador named Abd-ur-razzak, 
who has left in his book Malla-us-Sddain, a striking descrip
tion of its power and prosperity. From this description the 
following extracts are taken :—

“ From our former relation, and well-adjusted narrative, well- 
informed readers will have ascertained that the writer Abd-ur-vazzak 
had arrived at the city of Vijayanagar. There he saw a city cx- 
C" 'dingly large and populous, and a king oi great power and dominion, 
whose kingdom extended from the borders ot Sarandip to thorn of 
Gulbarga, and from Bengal to Malabar, a space pf more than I>KX> 
purusanga. The country is for the most part well cultivated and 
fertile, and about throe hundred good seaports belong to it. There 
are more than 1000 elephants, lofty as the bills aud gigantio as 
demons. The army consists of eleven lacs of men (1,100,000). Jn

( i (  f j|  - i f  EMPIRE BUILDER OE THE 16TH CENTUIV^y
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R‘ Av ^ ^ jJ ie /Avh°le of Hindustan there is no rai more absolute. Rai is p f  £  j  
1 b.V which the kings of that country are designated.

“ The city of Vijayanagar is such that eye has not seen nor ear 
heard of any place resembling it upon the whole earth. It is so built 
that it has seven fortified walls, one within the other. Beyond the 
circuit of the outer wall there is an esplanade extending for about 
fifty yards, in which stones are fixed near one another to the height 
of a man ; one half is buried firmly in the earth, and the other half 
rises above it, so that neither foot nor horse, however bold, can 
advance with facility near the outer wall.

“  The fortress is in the form of a circle, situated on the summit of 
a hill, and is made of stone and mortar, with strong gates, where 
guards are always posted, who are very diligent in the collection of 
taxes (jizyai).

“ The seventh fortress is placed in the centre of the others, and 
occupies ground ten times greater than the chief market of Hirat.
In that is situated the palace of the king. From the northern gate 
of,the outer fortress to the southern is a distanoe of two statute 
parasangs, and the same with respect to the distance between the 
eastern and western gates. Between the first, second, and third 
walls, there are cultivated fields, gardens, and houses. From the 
third to the seventh fortress, shops and bazars are closely crowded 
together. By the palace of the king there are four bazars, situated 
opposite to one another. That which lies to the north is the im
perial palace or abode of the Rai. At the head of eaoh bazar, there 
is a lofty arcade and magnificent gallery, but the palace of the king 
is loftier than all of them. The bazars arc very broad and long, so 
that the sellers of flowers, notwithstanding that they plaoe high 
stands before their shops, are yet able to soli flowers from both sides. 
iSweet-scented flowers arc always procurable fresh in that city, and 
they a reconsidered as necessary sustenance, seeing that without them 
the people could not oven exist. The tradesmen of each soparate 
guild or craft have their shops close to one another. The jewellers 
sell thoir rubies and pearls and diamonds and emeralds openly in 
the bazar. . . .

“  This country is so well populated that it is impossible in a reason- 
* able space to convey an idea of il. In tho king’s treasury there are 

chambers, with excavations in them, filled with ■ mlten gold, form
ing one mass. All tho inhabitants of the country, whether high or 
low, oven down to tho artificers of the bazar, wear jewels and gilt

INTRODUCTION f o T



\;%W ^ ^ eira /in  their ears and around their necks, arms, wrists, and ^ j 
l^agord."1

But what, it may be asked, can have been the political 
importance to Hindustan in the fifteenth century of a kingdom 
so remote ? Briefly the answer is as follows< The Rayas of 
Vijayanagar were engaged in a constant struggle with the 
states constituting what I  have called the Southern Muham
madan belt, weakening their resources, disturbing their com
binations, threatening their safety, and thus effectually 
preventing any one of them from acquiring such an ascend
ance over the others as would have exposed Rajputana to a 
combined attack from its enemies on the south. Such is the 
political influence of Vijayanagar during the fifteenth century ; 
and, in smaller degree, the same may be said of its much less 

, important sister state Orissa.
This brings us to the Southern belt of Muhammadan 

powers, and first of all, to the g i^ u S a lm fh ^
Deccan. Like all the Muhammadan kingdoms of the day, it 
found its origin in a successful revolt from Delhi. The Deccan 
provinces having become troublesome, a court favourite named 
Zafar Khan, surnamed Bahmani,' was despatched to  reduce 
them to order. Finding his task to his liking, he declared 
himself independent in 1347, under the title of Ala-ud din.
Until his death in 1358, he reigned prosperously over a vast 
dominion, stretching from Berar on the north to the River 
Krishna on the south, and from the ocean on the west to 
Indore on the east.3 His son Muhammad, who succeeded

1 Elliot and Dowson, iv. 106-107.
1 Zafar Khan seems to have made a great impression upon the men 

of his day, to judge from the number of legends which deal with his rise 
from obscurity to eminence. The favourite story is this : In ni; youth 
he was the servant of a brahman, named Ganga. While ploughing his 
masters field, the young man turn 'd up a pot of gold eoki3, which he 
promptly delivered to his master. Gangs, struck by the honesty of the 
servant, cast his horoscope, and, discovering that he was destined for 
great things, had him ediu ated along with bis own sons. When a suit- 
able opportunity offered, the young man was taken to Delhi, where he 

rose to favour and eminence. It was in gratitude to his old 
master, the legend runs, that Zafar Khan assumed the surname Bah
mani.
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was a mighty man of valour, who found ample scopelfOT^^ 
“ gb*.mg proclivities in struggles with his powerful neigh- 

<our ljayanagar. The kingdoms were for some time equally 
matched, but there is no doubt, despite the partialities of 
Muhammadan historians, that the expansion of the Bahmanid 
kingdom was effectually checked, so that later monarchs were 
ram to devote themselves more particularly to the arts of peace.

lese rulers the most notable was Firoz Shah (1397-1422) 
who may be called the Akbar of the South. Talented and eccen- 
nc, eclectic m his religion, a great builder, as the mins of 

ms capital Gulbarga yet witness, he presided beneficently over 
the golden age of his people. But perhaps the most notable 
thing about the Bahmanid empire is the disproportion which 
rndv i ° etween its vast size and resources, and its small 
furnished lm£ °rtanoe- The explanation has already been 
the S '?  restraining influence of Vijayanagar,
a f r . di at i 1 unf om ,n,ght well have proved the centre of
a esh Muhammadan polity, embracing all Hindustan. As it
dent v l T A r T  y C!edined- T1‘C d-vllast-V became deca- 
t , , i^ O  onwards t he extensive territory- was only held
G® ®r /  lhe ablllty and energy of the famous Mahmud
Uawrni, whose courage, honesty and enlightenment have passed

fiye-word. After his unjust execution in 1481,2 the

stafe T f Sp l t TUeu8radUaIly iUt°  a nUmber of ^dependent mates, ol which the most important were Berar (1484-1527)
A taaJn ag ., (1489-1633), Bij.par ,1489-1086), J d

1,IJ8ivato8 to

with every fair oaeia her own tongu^0^  that h® could conTerse
c o n s u l  r 16̂  * ? Th f  this "Pright minister
a letter I X r  L seal I ^  “ odiaiva India. His enemies forged 
invade thekingdom'The V'° Raj“ of Orissa to
in the two popular larUhs: h Judl01ftl murder is commemorated

Qutl-i-nii haqq. (“ The uniust slaying.” )
Cuiltlcus, Mahmud
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' •{16i2-li;87). From this multiplication of kingdoms tk e k J ^ -d  
ic -'iitcd, of course, a'grave diminution of Muhammadan power 
in Central India at the opening of the sixteenth century.

North of the Bahmanid realm, lay the small and relatively 
insignificant kingdom of Khandesh, which derived its origin 
from the day when Firoz bin Tughlak appointed one Malik 
Raja Farrukki1 governor of the country between the Satpura- 
Vindhia range and the Deccan plateau. Malik Raja shortly 
declared his independence, and ruled his small realm wisely 
and well until his death in 1399. His successor, Malik Nasir, 
attempted to interfere in the Deccan wars, but, as might be 
expected from the raeagreness of his resources, with indifferent 
success. Under the last notable monarch, Adil Khan Farrukhi 
(1457-1503), great progress was made in the civilisation of the 
country. The manufacture of gold and silver cloth, as well 
a t h e  making of fine muslins, which still remain the staple 
industries, were then introduced under sta e encouragement.
For some time the little kingdom lingered on as a political 
entity, protected by  its very insignificance, until at last 
Akbar’s reign saw its close. Like the small states of fifteenth- 
century Italy, it was the home o f much quiet prosperity. Its 
political importance is slender : but it aifords a good example 
of the manner in which the amenities of life may flourish under 
conditions which prohibit the exercise of the arts of politics.

Nort h again of Khandesh, lay the kingdom of Malwa. At 
first governed by a local Rajput dynasty, the land had been 
annexed in 1304 by Ala-ud-din Kliilji. Its independence 
dates from the appointment of Dilawar Khan Ghori, a Delhi 
nobleman, as viceroy in 1387. Quickly consolidating his 
position, in 1401 he declared himself king, founding a state

1 Th story of this man’s rise to favour, as told in the popular legend, 
i whether true or false, typical of contemporary manners. Sultan 
Firoz, whi n on a hunting expedition, found himself separated from his 
retinue : night foil. Ho came, upon th fire of a solitary hunter, who
invited him to share the meal which was being prepared. So excellent 
was lire camp-cooking that, the Sultan, revealing his identity, promptly 
took the stunner into his service. From this day onwards, Malik’s rise 
v. a . so rapid that th surname Far, i'chi (fortunate) was bestowed upon 
him, and by him was transmitted to the dynasty he founded.
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l*v\ fjj§j!> y  which lasted until 1531. On the subsequent history j

... w; kingdom we cannot dwell: suffice it to say that throughout 
the whole of its short career, Malwa suffered by its proximity 
to the rising Rajput power of Mewar, which was far too strong 
for it. Hoshang Shah (1405-1435), the greatest of its kings, 
succeeded in holding his own for some time : but towards the 
end of his reign, the great Rana Kumbha of Mewar proved 
irresistible. In 1440 the ambitious Mahmud Khan Khilji, 
who, as Wazir, had seized the throne in 1435, was ignominiously 
defeated and captured by the Rajputs under Rana Kumbha.
By the end of the fifteenth century the affairs of the kingdom 
are completely dominated by Rajputs. Hindus occupy the 
leading positions in the state : and the famous Rajput chieftain 
Medni Rao plays the part of kingmaker. When the puppet 
king Mahmud. 11., w'earied of Hindu domination, invokes the 
aid of the King of Gujarat, Medni Rao calls in Rana. Singram 
Singh of Mewar, who not only hales Mahmud captive to Chiior 
in 1519, but carries war into the sphere of Gujarat by storm
ing and capturing Ahmadnagar in 1520. It is in the internal 
politics ot Malwa that we see most clearly the working of that 
growing Rajput predominance which is the leading factor in 
the political situation at the beginning of the sixteenth century.

Last of the Muhammadan kingdoms of the South, comes 
Gujarat. This province had been conquered by the. forces of 
Islam in 1196, and continued to be subject to the Kings of 
Bcihi, at any rate in name, until the time of Timur's invasion.
I1 or the whole of the previous decade signs of disorder had been 
apparent : and Muzaffar Khan, an administrator of marked 
ability, had been despatched from Delhi to restore good govern
ment, Throwing off the yoke of the Sultan, he set up in 1396 
an independent kingdom which lasted until 1572. In 1410 
Muzaffar was poisoned by his grandson, Ahmad Shah, who, 
despite the unpromising beginning of his reign, proved an able 
and successful ruler. He made head against the great Sultan 
Hoshang of Malwa, he regulated the army, he placed the 
finances upon a sound footing, and he laid the found?,t ion for 
the future greatness of Gujarat under Sulutn Mahmud Bigarha



(1459- lD ll). This ruler, whose reign is still remembered as 
a golden age, was singularly fortunate both in home and foreign 
polities. Not only did he maintain good peace, and encourage 
trade : he succeeded, in addition, in opposing the formidable 
Rajput confederacy, extending his dominions by the conquest 
of Junahgarh and Champanir. His successor, Muzaffar IX,, 
was, however, less favoured by fortune. In attempting to 
prevent Malwa from falling entirely under Hindu domination, 
he became involved in a disastrous war with Mewar. A t hie 
death, there was a disputed succession; and when Babur 
entered India on his fifth expedition, he found Gujarat dis
tracted by internal troubles.

v  We now come to Rajputana, which at the close of the 
' f fifteenth century has begun once more to loom large on the 

political horizon. Mewar, long recognised as the premier 
state of the Rajput confederacy, had been raised to great 
power under the able Kumbha, whose reign of fifty years 
(1419-69) witnessed the erection of thirty-two out of the 
eighty-four fortresses by which his realm was defended. He 
success fully resisted all the attempts of his Muhammadan 
neighbours to  check his rising power, and in 1440, at tbe head 
of forces estimated it the figure of 100,000 hor.-e and foot 
and 1400 elephants, he inflicted a crushing defeat upon the 
combined forces of Malwa and Gujarat. After his murder in 
1469, his work was carried on by his successor Rai Mai, whose 
reign was, however, disturbed by the far-famed feuds of three 
knightly sons, Singram Singh, Prithwi Raj, and Jai Mai. At 
length in 1509, Singram Singh succeeded to  the throne by the 
death of his brothers. In his reign, Mewar reached the zenith 
of her glory. “  Eighty thousand horse, seven rajas of the 
highest rank, one hundred and four chieftains with five hundred 
war elephants, followed him into the field.”  He controlled/ 
directly or indirectly, the entire resources of Rajasthan.1 
Eighteen pitched battles did he gain against the Bangs of D elhi’ 
and Malwa : no force in Hindustan co he'fiMd.i
As Shaikh Zain afterwards wrote : There was not a single*
ruler of the first rank in all-these great countries like Delhi,
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X C v S ^ u J a ra t , and Mandu, who was able to make head against l M ' V  
> % ^ r h e  banners of the infidel flaunted over two hundred cities 

inhabited by people of the Faith.1’ Such wa the power of the 
Hindu confederacy, and such the decline of the resources of 
Islam, when the balance was once more turned against the 
Rajputs by the coming of Babur and his Turkish warriors from 
the north.

The Muhammadan states of the Northern Circle need not 
occupy much of our time. The little province of Sindh, the 
scene of the earliest advance of Islam into India, was too 
remote from Delhi to be effectually controlled from the capital.
In the course of the thirteenth century the local Rajput 
dynasty, the Sumeras, had been subdued : but in 1336 another 
Rajput dynasty, the Jams of the Sumana tribe, re-established 
their independence. They ruled the kingdom until 1520, when 
it was conquered by Shah Beg Arghun, the governor of Qanda- 
har, who was seeking a realm which would remove him from 
the sphere of Babur’s activities; Shah Beg’s son, Shah Husain, 
consolidated his conquest by annexing Multan and extinguish
ing the local Lunga dynasty. The province was finally re- 
um.ed io Delhi m 1590, and throughout the whole of its history 
exercised but little influence upon the politics of Hindustan.

£ E !E !' n° W demands a word- From the earliest days of its 
^  i conquest by the Muhammadans, it had manifested a self- 

sufficiency which had tended to isolate it from the main stream 
°f politics. It continued in nominal subjection to Delhi 
throughout the thirteenth century, but in the reign of Muham
mad bin Tughlak it revolted. After a brief period of complete 
anarchy, the power was seized by Shams-ud-din, who ruled 
from 1344 to 1357. The dynasty he founded lasted until 1386, 
when after another period of anarchy, the throne came into 
the possession of a Hindu zemindar named Raja Kans, whose 
family reigned until 1426. During most of the fifteenth 
century, power continued in the hand' of the Abyssinian 
mercenaries, who constituted the royal bodyguard;' and in 
1461 Malik Andil, a slave, ascended the throne with their- 
support. He ruled in great splendour for more than thirty
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maintaining excellent order, encouraging trade, a n c K '^  
building lavislily, but taking little share in external politics.
Ho rounded no dynasty, and before the -beginning of the 
sixteenth century a successful revolution had placed the 
Wazir, Saiyid Sharif, on the throne with the title of Ala-ud-din.
He reigned until 1523, when he was succeeded by Nasib, his 
son. may be gathered from this brief survey, Bengal was] 
oi small importance as a factor in the politics of Hindustan.]
It interfered very little with its neighbours : it was commercial, | 
literary, and artistic.

] ■ The same may well be said of Jaunpur, at any rate, in the 
'  '  heyday of its prosperity. As an independent kingdom, it 

dates from 1394, the time when Mahmud bin Tughlak raised 
his minister, the eunuch Khwaja Jahan, to the governorship 
of the country which constitutes the bulk of the United Pro
vinces of modern India. The governor soon declared himself 
independent, with the title Malik-us-sharq.1 Under his 
adopted son, Ibrahim Shah (1401-1440), the power of the 
kingdom ruled from Jaunpur grew apace. That monarch 
maintained his independence, consolidated his dominions, 
kept clear of foreign politics, and devoted himself to the 
encouragement of architecture, industry, and agriculture.
Under his peaceful rule the kingdom grew compact and 
strong—so much so, indeed, that his successor, Mahmud 
Shah (1440-57), felt himself encouraged to make a bid for 
empire on the extinction of the Saiyid dynasty. But Bahlol 
Lodi, the Viceroy of the Panjab, proved at once too quick and 
too powerful, so that Mahmud was forced to an ignominious 
retreat. His death in 1457 was followed by a period of intrigue 
and murder, from which emerged triumphant the last of the 
Sharqi kings, Husain Shah. Vain, ambitious,' but able withal, 
he conquered Orissa from its ancient Hindu dynasty; he 
attacked Gwalior, and forced tko Raja to pay tribute. But 
unfortunately for himself, in 1473 he was led to make an un
provoked attack upon Bahlol Lodi. The Delhi monarch, like 
the honest man he was, attempted to make terms : but all 

1 King or Prinoe of the Eaet '
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r. \ ^%:onimodation having proved impossible, he marched ou^N i I 
the aggressor in three pitched battles, and seized his 

^^enem y’s capital, Jaunpur. Rive years later, the eastern 
realm was formally re-annexed to Delhi.

We now come to the Kingdom of Delhi itself, of which the 
history is too well known to detain us long. In 1451, the so- 
called Saiyid dynasty came to an end by the abdication o f ' he 
feeble Shah Alam, and the powerful Afghan families who ruled 
the Panjab in his name put forward their own most prominent 
man, Bahlol of the Sahu Khail, of the Lodi tribe. He was a 
good fighter,a simple-natured man who hated display, but abovt 
all things, a far-sighted politician, who based his power upon 
the allegiance of men of his own blood, and realised to the full 
the manner in which this allegiance was to be won and retained.

The following extract from the Tarikh-i-Daudi illustrates 
the impression he made upon contemporaries 1 :—

“  In his social meetings he never sat on a throne, and would not 
allow his nobles to stand; and even during public audiences, he did not 
occupy the throne, but seated himself upon a carpet. Whenever 
he wrote & firman to his nobles, he addressed them as Masnad ’Alt , 
and if at anytime they were displeased with him, he tried so hard to 
pacify them that he would himself go to their houses, ungird his 
Bword from his waist, and place it before the offended party: nay, 
he would sometimes even take off his turban from his head, and 
solicit forgiveness, saying: ‘ If you think me unworthy of the 
station I occupy, choose some one else, and bestow on mo some other 
offioe.’ Ho maintained a brotherly intercourse wit h all his chiefs and 
soldiers. If any one was ill, he would himself go and attend on him. ”

Being blessed with a disposition of this kind, Bahlol was 
able as King of Delhi to confirm the allegiance of the tribesmen 
with whose help he had formerly ruled the Panjab. Delhi and 
its surroundings were quickly reduced to order by his strong 
hand, and towards the end of his reign he was able, as we have 
already seen, to re-annex the kingdom of Jaunpur, which had 
been independent for three-quarters of a century. His power 
was, however, personal rather than official, resting os it did

1 Elliot and Dowson, iv. 433-437.
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' upon tlie swords of his tribesmen, who lent him their suyw 

port, not because he was king, but because he was a popular 
hereditary chieftain. The Tarilch-i-Sher Shahi is full of pas
sages which throw a vivid light upon his peculiar position. 
The following is an example :

“  Sultan Bahlol was at Dipalpur when he heard the distressing 
intelligence of the siege of Delhi, and he said to his nobles and 
ministers: ‘ The countries of Kind are broad and rioh, and their 
kings are of Indian extraction. In my own land I have many 
kinsmen renowned for their valour and strength, who are pressed for 
a livelihood. Were they here they would be relieved from the con
tem pt of poverty, and I could grasp Hind and destroy my enemies.

“  His chiefs roplied : ‘ It is expedient under present circum
stances that His Majesty the Sultan should send letters to the chiefs 
of the tribes in the Roh country to this effect: " God in His goodness 
has granted the kingdom of Delhi to the Afghans, but the other 
kings of Hind wish to expel them from the country. The honour of 
our women is concerned ; the lands of Hind are broad and rich, and 
can afford maintenance to many. Come, then, to thi3 country ; the 
name indeed of sovereignty shall remain with me, but whatever 
countries we may conquer shall be shared between us as brothers. 
Sultan Mahmud is now besieging Delhi, where the families o f the 
Afghans are. If you feel disposed to assist me, you must do so now', 
and with a large foroe.”  ’ . . . The king, approving of this advice, 
issued firmans to the chiefs of the various Afghan tribe*. On receipt 
of the firmans, the Afghans of Roh came, as is their wont, like ants 
and locusts, to enter the king’s service.”  1

That the new monarchy he founded was largely personal is 
proved by the history of his son and successor, Nizam Khan, 
who ruled as Sultan Sikandar from 1489 to  1517. He ascended 
the throne without serious opposition, but found that his 
father’s place was one not easy to fill. Although he was nomi
nal ruler over the Panjab, Delhi and Jaunpur, the country 
was actually in the hands of vassals upon whose allegiance his 
power depended. As the author ol the Wc<(p,‘at-i-Mushtaki says:

“  One hah of the whole country was assigned in jagir to the 
Farmulis, and the other half to the other Afghan tribes. At this 

1 Elliot and Dow'son, iv. 306-307.
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the Lohania and Farmulis predominated. The d is t a c t s ^ M ^
r , e h°ld bySIian Husa“ > Oudh, Ambala 

Gad. Muhammad Kala Pahar: Kanauj by Mian
Gada : Shamsabad, Thanesar, and Shahabad by Man ’Imad 
Marahra by latar Khan, brother of Mian Muhammad- and 
Harrana, Desua, and other detached parganas by Khwajagi Shaikh

T1h° ° h!ef of thc Sarwanis was Azam Humayun, and the nrin 
K ahi°hlCf ainS.°lrthe ^ °diS W°re four:—Mahmud Khan, w h o L d  
assigned1- ^ T r  V  ^l a i } , vA l a m ’  l o  w h o m  Etawah and Chandwa were 
Khan who Khan whose jagir was Lucknow : and Daulat
Khan who held Lahore. Among the Sahu-Khails, the chiefs were

s i “ B aM LnHUS? aKhJahaU’ b°th fr° m thC SaU1G anCe3tor
L t  kLo ”  Kh,n' ~  °‘ **“  “ »• “ •> o*. n «

of £ ?  a m U V m - * « W “

m  L L 1 Z . 2  3  1“  4000 “ v u a
had 6000. Among other noble- L  Fir° Z Sarwaui’ who
tributed. Ahmad Khun abn 1 1 ’ TWere 2o’000 m0l'e dis- 
Khani, when he wal l ™  , A ? ° n °f  Jumal Khan **di Sarang 
under him.”  aPP0mled to Jaunpur, had 20,000 cavalry

J t fd c T to  op\ t “ v  ? n,lc ™ , « !" * * >

■ ~ * £ 3 5
is » typical O yS 01 S” ‘ f " n Sil‘ “ “ l“ t' Tl-  ‘ oilcvi,,,;

» « « »  3  ™ T h s n l , “ '  ” K T “  “  - W W *  

S £S£ “  °e  ‘t  r ?  ■">«°»« » « « a .y  S T
Where he » i 'w » „ f Z d  »  “  * *  presetee,
prices 0f all i) • ’ 1 ultau daily received an account of the

■ » « « *  : h“  " a"  hr r “ inannear/int... „r . mPlre- It he perceived tho slightest
made about It 3 ^  ^ ° Dg’. b° °auScd instant inquiries to beit. . . .  In hrs reign, business was carried on in a

1 Elliot and Dawson, iv. 14S-44J).
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V.Aj§§|pjmC#ul, honest, straightforward way. A new sort of life obtaiqgcfl  j  
, far/people high and low were polite, and self-respect, integrity and 

devotion to religion prevailed, like as had never been the ease in 
former reigns. The study of belles lettres was not neglected. . . • 
Factory establishments were so encouraged that all the young nobles 
and soldiers were engaged in useful works. . . . All the nobles and 
soldiers of Sikandar were satisfied: each of his chiefs was appointed 
to the government of a district, and it was his especial desire to gain 
the good-will and affections of the body of the people. For tbe sake 
of his officers and troops, he put an end to war and disputes with 
the other monarchs and nobles of the period, and closed the 
road to contention and strife. He contented himself with the 
territory bequeathed him by his father, and passed the whole of his 
life in the greatest safety and enjoyment, and gained the hearts of 
high and low.”

It may well be imagined that a tactless or unpopular rule: 
could involve this strange polity in inextricable confusion.' 
Sikaftdar’a son, Ibrahim, though brave, was haughty, morose, 
and suspicious. The result was disastrous. Not only did he 
alienate the nobles upon whose support his'power rested : not 
only did lie drive into active opposition the \\ ■ men he ought 
to have conciliated at all hazards : but, to mak .natters worse, 
he attempted to play the tyrant. His cruelties and crimes 
destroyed all the good work of his father and grandfather.
The kingdom of Delhi was distracted : the Punjab and .Taun- 
pur were in open revolt; twice had Ibrahim been defeated by 
the Rajputs.1

•

Such, then, was the political situation in Hindustan at the 
opening of the sixteenth century. The Muhammadan j overs 
■were weak, distracted by their own divisions ; the Rajput 
confederacy, led by Me war, was almost ready to eize the 
empire which lay within its grasp. But the Fates willed 
otherwise. That Singram Singh was cheated of hi.3 prize, t hat 
the forces of Islam were re-established, that the Rajputs ■■ 
doomed to endure rather than enjoy, was the result nc, , u

1 Tod, Annald of Metcar, chapter ix
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single remarkable individual, Zahir-ud-din Muhammad; 
surnamed Babur, the Tiger.1 It is with his life-story, perhaps 
the most romantic in the whole course of Oriental history, that 
the following pages are concerned.

1 As Mr. Vincent Smith has pointed out (Akbar, 9, note 2), the Turk! 
word £«&!«■ (tigris regalia) has no connection with tho Arabic Bubar, “ a 
bon. Cf. Redkouse; Turkish Lexicon, and Steingass, Persian-English 
■Victionary, s.n.
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IIJ .
CHAPTER I

' THE BOYHOOD OF BABUR

Modern Work*.—Erskino : Lane Poole.

R ulers at the time of Babur's Accession

S k a S S a MahmUd KJlan (eldcr maternal UIlcle)—Taskkint, Sairam,

TaslAint^id YcMuz'tlJ11 ŷoungor matcrnal uncle)—Region between

Sultan ̂ ™mtid l̂Srea (̂yomi£rernaf'UnĈ  Samarkand and Bokhara, and Qunduz. (younger paternal uncle)—Hi=ar, Badakhskan,

GhaSznkan LiUgh Bcg Mlrza (youn8est paternal undo)—Kabul and

-K K a s a n a n d S a T  (h°ad °f thc HoMe o£ T™nr in power)

iw1  m? 6 m0nt?  ° f Ramzan of the tHiJ'ra] Tear 899,i in the
°f ^ agC’2 1 b6CamC nUcr * ^  co W 3

With these words, abruptly enough, Babur begins the story 
o H j.  adventurous life, and from the first to the l,°s , page S 3 , 
thick volume, our interest in the man and his writings never for 
one moment (lags. But before we can fairly take $  o u r t ik

of / T eV r0m itS beginmn^ in a Petty principality
o short C 086 m tbe emPire of n ind, we must spend
circum VPaCC r  Dg ClGa1’ Wl10 he * * '  and what "'ore thecircumstance of his accession.

(Ramzan 4* 809 AH.). Umar Shaikh’ waa kiUeJ on Juno 8th, 1494

BSSAdS" WaS b0m °n FlidaV’ FubfUary Utb' 1483 (Muharram 6,
8 A. S. Beveridge, 1 end n.



W ^ v l s  has often been remarked, Babur could trace descent) 
^ ^ ^ f r o m  the two greatest empire builders who have ever afflicted 

Asia—Temujin, surnamed Chingiz Khan and Timur the Came.
On his father’s side, he was a direct descendant, in the fifth 
generation, of Timur, while through his mother he could t race 
his origin, in the fourteenth degree, from Chingiz. \Ve are,

. not concerned here with these remoter roots of Babur s family 
tree, except to point out that if the forces of heredity count 
for anything in the shaping of a man’s career, Nature would 
seem to have done her utmost co make Babur a conqueror by 
instinct, We shall, however, find it necessary to say a word 
about his paternal and maternal grandfathers, in order to 
make it apparent that the Fates had joined forces with 
Nature to make him a conqueror by environment, surrounded 
from his earliest infancy by an atmosphere of intrigue am 
ambition.

Babur’s grandfather on his father’s side, the limurid

1 Babur’s paternal descent is as follows :—
Amir Timur 

Mirza Miran Shah 

Sultan Muhammad Mirza 

Sultan Abu Saiyid Mirza 

Sultan ’Umar Shaikh Mirza
___  1 --------- -—-------- -—----------- j— - j r j

Baliur Jahangir Naor KhaLada Mihr Banu Shohar Yadgar 
Begam Begam Banu sultan

Begum Begam 1

Rnkiya Sultan 
Begam.

On hio mother’s side it ran as f o l l o w s His mother, Kutluk-nigar 
Khanum, daughter of Yunus Klian, tho son of Warn Khan, the son of Smr 
AH Khan, (h -son of Muhammad Khwaja Khan, tin sou of Khizr Khv, aja 
Khan, the son of Tughlak Timur Khan, the non of Isan bugha K han, the 
son of Dawa Chiehan, the son of Borak Khan (tllnas-ud-din), the son of 
Sukar, the son of Kamgur, the son of Chaghatai, the son of Chingiz. 
(Erskine, i. 78; P. de Courteillc, i. 17-18).
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\ % ^ S /| M ta n  Abu Saiyid Mirza, after many perils and rev ereesh ff^  
r ^ S ^ r t u n e ,  succeeded in conquering the laud of Mawerannaher 

or Transoxiaua, which had belonged to his uncle, and in 
extending his kingdom over Khorasan as far as Mekran and 
Ihe Indus. His capital was Herat, and from it for twenty 
years he ruled his extensive dominions in great power and 
prosperity until 1469, when ho met his death in the famous 

disaster of Iraq.”  t Venturing into the province of Azer
baijan, for the purpose of settling a dispute between two 
lurkoman tribes of that region, he was entrapped with his 
whole force in a narrow defile near Ardebil. He himself 
perished, and of his large army but few returned to bear the 
heavy tidings to Herat. So great had been the slaughter that 
the day was long remembered ; and throughout Tiansoxiana 
was regarded as a fixed point in time from which otlu-r dales 
were reckoned. On the death of Sultan Abu Saiyid, his 
dominions were divided amongst his sons, of whom four became 
independent rulers. Sultan Ahmad Mirza, the eldest, suc
ceeded m occupying the heart of his father's kingdom, the 
far-famed provinces of Samarkand and Bokhara, the verv name 
of which was a synonym for culture, luxury and wealth. 
Sultan Mahmud Mirza, the third son, became ruler of Badak- 
s an Khutlan, and other provinces lying between the Hindu 
tvush and the Asfera mountains. Ulugh Beg Mirza retained 
the government of Kabul and Ghazni, which he haddield duri,- 
the lifetime of his father. The fourth son, ’Umar Shaikh 
AUrza, B ab u r^ father^also succeeded in retaining' 
appanage, the kingdom of Farghana.

harghana, now a small province of Russian Turkistan 
i n  i square miles in extent, is a fertile country, of fairly 

equable climate, very rich in fruit and in crops, abounding in 
small game of every description. A  well-marked geographical 
unit, it is hedged round with lofty mountains on all sides save 
the west. Through gaps in these mountains the great river 
-in- flows from west, to east, dividing the ridge-rimmed plain 
mto two unequal portions, fyo that of the seven principal 

1 Tarikk-i-Rask idi.
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’ Gov \

VsN^^fflfMistrative districts, two lie north of the river, and five |  j  
the south of it. From the military point of view, Farghana 
in the time of Babur presents some interesting points. Briefly, 
the situation is somewhat as follows. The most prosperous 
districts, those at which an invader would naturally aim, lie 
to the south of the river. Of this southern region the chief 
town is Andijan, which has always been the capital of the 
whole province. In the fifteenth century, it was a well- 
fortified place. Slightly to the west of Andijan lies another, 
weaker, city, Marghilan, and to the south, some distance away, 
is Ush. But the real key to Farghana, the strong fortress 
of Akhsi, lies to the north of the river, guarding the western 
approach—the only path by which a considerable force can 
penetrate into the heart of the country. When once Akhsi 
had fallen to an invader, the districts north of the Sirr were 
in his power. He could then choose his place for forcing the 
next line of defence, the river itself. When that had been 
accomplished, he could overrun the fertile plain between the 
stream and the mountains', compelling the inhabitants to take 
refuge in the cities of Andijan and Marghilan, which he could 
besiege at his leisure, master of all the resources of the country.

As may well be imagined, however, these resources were 
not very considerable. Farghana did not offer much en
couragement to a ruler who designed to set his foot upon the 
path of conquest. None the less, ’Umar Shaikh Muza, Babur’s 
father, being a man of little caution-mid less scrapie, was con
stantly on the watch for an opportunity to interfere to his 
own advantage in the affairs of his neighbours. His particular 
o n i agonists, as generally happened at this period, were members 
of his own family. With his elder brother, Sultan Ahmad 
Mirza, his relations were persistently hostile.1 More than one 
reason contributed to this. In the first place, the restless 
’ Urn .r. Shaikh coveted the possessions of his more fortunate 
brother, and was perpetually intriguing against him. Sultan 
Ahmad, of course, replied by menacing the borders of Farghana 
with a powerful force, and by attempting, more than once, to 

i T '.rikh- '-RashiJi Of. also 1’ . do Cnurtdllc, i. 14; Ilminaki, 9.
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Parghanato his own dominions. ’Umar Shaikh, well aware 
t^e inferiority of his own resources, was afraid of his brother, 

as well as envious of him. Finally, there was a constantvbone 
of contention between the two in the shape of the border 
provinces of Tashkint- and Shahrukkia, to which each laid claim. * 

The contest was very unequal, on account of the immense 
superiority in material resources possessed by the elder brother ; 
and there can be no doubt that what made it possible for ’Umar 
Shaikh to continue the struggle was the constant support 
afforded him by his father-in-law, Babur’s maternal grand
father, Yunus Khan.

Yunus Khan was descended in the twelfth degree from the 
great Chingiz, and. was the eldest son of that W'ais who h’ad 
held rule as Grand Khan of the Mongols.1 He did not, how
ever, succeed his father in the normal manner; for the free 
and independent tribesmen having selected his younger brother, 
lunus was compelled to abandon Mongolistan, and live for 
many years as an exile at the court of the ruler of Badakhskan.

;. Here he acquired such an education as fell to the lot of few of
his compatriots.: he lost the rough habits which were the 
reproach of the nomadic tribes over which his family held 
bu av, acquiring instead the maimers and customs of an educated 

ersian gentleman. At the age of forty, he was suddenly 
called out of his life of cultured ease by Sultan Abu Saiyid 
.Iirza—the same who afterwards perished in the “  disaster of 
raq ’ ’—and persuaded to reassert his pretensions to the 
<rand Khanate of the Mongols. With the support of his 

patron, he succeeded after many vicissitudes in vindicating ' 
J* c-aim : and in the year 1165-66 was acknowledged as Grand 
than. \\ hen Sultan Abu Saiyid and his army were cut off, 
unus Khan applied all his great resources iu assisting the sons 

o 18 benefactor. He married three of his daughters to the 
nee Mirzas, Sultan Ahmad Mirza of Samarkand, Sultan 

■Mahmud Mirza of Badakhskan and Sultan ’Umar Shaikh 
trza of Farghana. He was thus placed in an admirable

ethnnW°U?ll0ut book tho word Mongol is used in tho narrower 
nodical aen io: tho word Mughal in ihe broader popular sense.

21672
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V ^ v^ ^ p sh ion  to play the part of mediator in the quarrels of lu5JL J 
SOPh-in-law : and being a man of singularly upright and lovable 
character, his authority was great among them. He had a 
particular affection for ’Umar Shaikh : and time and time 
again interfered to save his favourite from the consequences 
of his unwisdom. On one occasion in particular, when Sultan 
Ahmad and ’Umar Shaikh were confronting one another in 
battle array, he threw his resources into the scale on the side 
of the weaker, and thus produced a postponement of hostilities 
until the famous saint Khwaja Nasir-ud-din ’Ubaidulla, who 
had hurried to the spot, was able to patch up a treaty of peace.1 
But perhaps the most eloquent testimony to the respect in 
which the Grand Khan was held by ail lies in the fact that when 
Sultan Ahmad and ’Umar Shaikh failed to come to any under
standing about the disputed border provinces of Tnshkint and 
Shahrukhia, both parties agreed to solve the difficulty by 
handing over to him the lands in question. It is not, therefore, 
surprising to find that Babur’s maternal grandfather made a 
great impression upon contemporaries. Not only did he 
present the paradoxical combination of Mongol blood and 
Persian culture: he possessed in addition a commanding 
personality and great charm of character. The following 
description which has been left by an eye-witness is not without 
interest to us, for there can be little doubt that Babur himself 
had much in common with the Khan his grandfather.

“  I had heard that Yunus Khan was a Mongol, and concluded 
that he was a beardless man, with the rude manners and deportment - 
ol an inhabitant of the desert. On the contrary, I found him a 
handsome man with a fine bushy beard, of elegant address, of most 
agreeable and refined manners and conversation, such as are very 
seldom to be met vith in the most polished society.”  2

So long as Yunus lived, his mediating influence was always 
exerted to mitigate the st rife of his sons-in-law : but when he 
died in 1486-7 their struggles broke out with renewed ferocity.
We must examine these disputes in brief outline, for upon

1 Tarikh-i-Ra-shidi; Erskine, i. 60. * Ibid.
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THE B0YH00]D 0F BABUR f e y
depended the political situation at the time of Babu^s^^—̂  

^5!i^igebession.
The first consequence of the death of Yunus was the 

reopening of the whole question of Tashkint and Shahrukhia.
His elder son, Mahmud Khan, who reigned over the tribes round 
about that region, naturally refused to surrender the district; 
on the other hand, both the Timurid brothers, Sultans Ahmad 
Mirza and ’Umar Shaikh Mirza, claimed that the provinces 
of Tashkint and Shahrukhia had only been held by Yunus 
pending the settlement of the conflicting claims to them. 
’Umar Shaikh, restless as ever, was the first to take action.
His long years of friendship with Yunus had led him to despise 
the Mongol power. Anxious to get the start of his brother, he 
rashly staked all the resources of his little kingdom on a single 
throw. By a sudden dash he succeeded in gaining possession 
of Ushtur, one of the principal fortresses of Tashkint. But, 
as he ought to have foreseen, he was too weak to hold it in 
face of the superior resources of Mahmud Khan. The “  Elder 
Khan,’ - as ho is generally termed, did not even trouble to 
invite the assistance of his younger brother Ahmad, the ruler 
of Northern Mongolistan. He attacked Ushtur immediately 
in person, stormed it after a tremendous fight, and put the 
garrison to the sword. ’Umar Shaikh lost his best troops, and 
for the moment, all power of aggressive action. During his 
period of enforced inactivity, he doubtless had ample time to 
iegrot his ill-advised attack upon his powerful brother-in-law.1

It was now the turn of Sultan Ahmad Mirza. The dis
comfiture of his brother ’Umar Shaikh must have? caused him 
considerable satisfaction : but he himself, despite his superior 
lesources, was to fare, if anything, worse than the ruler of 
’ arghana. Collecting an army 150,000 strong, he led it 

against Tashkint in the following year. Mahmud Khan 
a vanced to meet him, and took up a position between the 
town and the River Sirr. Unluckily for Sultan Ahmad, 
t ere ,vas in his army a certain Shuhi Beg or Shaibani, of whom 
we shall have more to say.2 This man made overtures to 

Tarikh-i-Bashidi, * Shaibani Kama : also s.n. in Index.



Khan, and arranged to bring about tbe discomfiture-^''*^ 
of his own side. What happened was this. Mahmud Khan 
allowed his adversary to cross the river which separated the 
two armies, and then suddenly attacked him in front. The 
treacherous Shaibani fell at the same time on his rear. Taken 
on both sides, the army of Sultan Ahmad was thrown into con
fusion, and finally driven into the river it had just crossed.
The slaughter was terrible, and large numbers of the troops 
perished in the Sirr. This disaster was to have an important 
bearing upon the fortunes of Babur.

Sultan Ahmad returned to Samarkand with a wholesome 
respect for the power of Mahmud Khan. After a short time, 
an alliance was arranged between the late antagonists : and 
Sultan Ahmad gave one of his daughters in marriage to Mahmud.
But ’Umar Shaikh of Farghana was incapable of learning by 
experience. So soon as ever he could collect sufficient resources 
to bring an army into the field, he recommenced his old policy 
of interfering in the concerns of his neighbours. At length he 
provoked his brother and his brother-in-law, Sultan Ahmad 
Mirza and Sultan Mahmud Khan, to take vigorous action 
against him. In 1494, wearied o r his constant intrigues, they 
determined to deprive him of his dominions, and thus prevent 
him from stirring up any further trouble. Accordingly they 
arranged a joint invasion of Farghana. Sultan Ahmad, 
advancing from Samarkand, wms to enter the country by the 
road to the south of the Sirr, and march straight upon Andijan, 
the capital. Mahmud Khan, as befitted his larger resources, 
was to penetrate by the pass to the north of the river, and 
seize the fortress of Akhsi. The first stages of the campaign 
were duly carried out, and it must have seemed that Farghana 
was doomed. ’Umar Shaikh did the only thing possible 
under the circumstances. Having put his capital under the 
governorship of his eldest son Babur, leaving Khudai-birdi, 
who had been his own guardian,1 and some other trusty begs

1 Sec I’ , de Courtcille, i. 25; Ilminski, 10. Khudai-birdi had been 
made Master of the Household by Sultan Abu Saiyid, and Babur notes 
his great administrative ability.
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\ 4?  a( v̂*sc him, himself set out for the threatened norther^! 1  1
„.• districts, entered Akhsi, and prepared to make a desperate 

resistance.
At this juncture, however, occurred the curious accident 

which saved Farghana. ’Umar Shaikh Mirza, like so many 
of his Turkish house, was extremely interested in the breeding 
and training of tumbler pigeons. One day in Akhsi he entered 
a pigeon cot which was built upon the side of a hill slop
ing down to the river below. The foundations gave way, the 

ouse fell upon him, and he was instantly killed.1 This 
happened on Monday, June 8th, 1494.

At first sight, nothing could have seemed more disastrous 
or the kingdom. Two powerful armies were already within 

its borders, and Babur, the late monarch’s eldest son, was but 
e even } ears old. As a matter of fact, the death of ’Umar 

aikh removed the only bond which had united the foe into 
a common purpose. Him they had hated: they had no 
grudge against his son. Both Sultan Ahmad Mirza and 
, a 1au< *L̂ an coveted h arghana, and thus each was unwilling 

a f e other should possess it. At the same time, it was 
e ermined to proceed with the reduction of the province, 

oug each of the invaders kept a wary eye on the other, 
verjt mg thus turned upon the personality of the heir 

apparent. IVas h e ‘to undergo the fate of the “ rightful
eir  ̂o fairy lore : or was he to frustrate the intentions of the 

two wicked uncles ”  ?
^  Zalm-ud-din Muhammad, surnamed the Tiger, had been 
„i n ° n <riday> February 14th, 1483. He wras thus just 
j  ! ! U i ears and four months old when his father’s sudden 
T„i 1 SCaf,ed hlm 011 the’ throne. His two half-brothers, 
amt f "ir irZa and ^ asir Mirza, were respectively two years 
DrohnhT ']Car:J -V01Int?er- Of his early boyhood we know little :

> ecause it was mainly spent- in the company of the

Braking o o m Z ^ f , “ , tho Mc,noirs or « “> Tarikh-i-Rashidi to justify 
tho river. Thom £ th 4 pigoou'oot and a!l with ’Umar Shaikh into 
''"ilding stood was prociphm^11 40 m’pp0fle that tlle ^  on which the
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X V S ^ JW xers  from whom lie (earned so much. He was extrem eiy'^-^ • 
well educated, wrote a good hand, and later produced some 
notable verse.1 In view of his times and lineage, it is hardly 
necessary to say that he was an admirable horseman, a fine 
shot, a good swordsman, and a mighty hunter. Even before 
he was called upon to fill his father’s place, he had given 
evidence that he possessed no common qualities as a leader of 
men. That he was chosen to govern the capital during his 
father’s absence at Akhsi shows indeed but little, for infants 
in arms were in that age sometimes placed in titular command 
of an invading army.2 But the history of his doings during 
the first stormy months of his reign inclines us to believe the 
statements of Khwandamir as to his remarkable precociiy.
There is little doubt that Andijan obeyed its youthful governor, 
whose insight into character at an early age, and whose keen
ness of observation are amply apparent from the thumb-nail 
sketches he has left of those with whom he came into contact 
during t hose years of boyhood.

Consider this impressionistic study of his father, ’Umar 
Shaikh Mirza, remembering that Babur when only eleven years 
old saw him for the last time.3

“ He was a short and stout, round-bearded and fleshy-faced person.
He used to wear his tunic so very tight that to fasten the strings he 
had to draw his belly in, and, if he lot himself out after tying them, 
they often tore away. He was not choice in dress or food. He 
wound his turban in a fold ; all turbans were in four folds in those , 
days; people wore them without twisting and let the ends hang down. * ,
In the heats, and except in his Court, he wore the Mughul cap. . . .  * •
He had a poetic nature, but no taste for composing verses. He was 
bo just that when he heard of a caravan returning from China as 
overwhelmed with snow in tho mountains of Eastern Andijan, and 
that of its thousand heads of houses two only had escaped, he sent

1 There are a few lines in Babur's own hand in tho famous little t • : 
Rarapur codex of his Turin poems.

i Of. tho expedition carried out under the nominal command of tho 
infant Shah Tahmasp : Habib-us-Styar and Aiisan e ‘‘■Hiyar. Another 
example ib that of Murad Mirza, who accompanied Humayun’s Persian 
allies in 1514-15.

* A. S. Beveridge, 14. Of. also P. de Courteille, i. 12,13 (TlminM
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THE NOBLES OP FARGHANA DO HOMAGE TO BABUR.

(Alwar Codex.)



TH E NOTABLES OF ANDIJAN PA Y  THEIR RESPECTS TO BABUR

(Altbar Codex.)

’ k



V.a S | pyerseers to take oliarge of all goods, and though no heirs w c ^ j  £  j  
neaUand though he was in want himself, summoned the heirs from 
Khurasan and Samarkand, and in the course of a year or two had 
aade over to them all their property, safe and sound.”

Such sketches might be multiplied indefinitely, but one 
more must suffice :—

“  Ali Dost Taghai was a relation of my mother’s mother. I 
favoured him more than he had been favoured in Umar Shaikh 
Mirza’s time. People said, ‘ Work will come from his hand.’ But 
in the many years ho was in my presence, no work to speak of 
came to sight , . . . H o  was worthless by nature and habit, a stingy, 
severe, strife-stirring person, false, self-pleasing, rough of tongue and 
cold of face.”  1

T1 „tkor of these shrewd .strokes had need of all his
alert' if ho, was to keep his head amidst the difficulties that
sur* mded him. At the time of ’Umar Shaikh Mirza’s accident , 
Babu- was living in his summer quarters, the Four Gardens, 
at Andijan. Here it was that the news of his father’s death 
reached him on Tuesday, June 9th. Young as he was. he 
acted with great decision. The first thing was, plainly, to 
make sure of the citadel. He mounted at once with his 
retainers, and was preparing to enter the town, when a sudden 
doubt struck one of his begs.2 Ahmad Mirza was invading the 
country in force : supposing the garrison of Andijan should 
seize the young prince, and hand him over to his uncle to save 
the land from ravage 1 He mentioned the matter to his 
master, who realised the imminence of the danger. It was 
almost decided that the young prince should retire to the foot 
hills of Auzkint, when the matter came to the ears of the loyal 
begs within the lown. Treachery to their new master was the 
last thing that occurred to them, and they hastened to assure 
him of their good faith. From the country round about, the 
old servants of his father flocked into the fort, paid their respects 
iO the prince, and diligently set themselves to make good the 
towers and ramparts of the defensible area. “  After waiting

1 A. S. Beveridge, 27-28. 8 Sherim Taghai.

%  THE BOYHOOD OF BABUR | C \



me,”  says Babur, “ they set themselves with one b ^ l j  ; 
•• and mind, and with zeal and energy to hold the fort.

The situation was fast becoming critical, i o  the north 
Akhsi still held out under the nominal command of Babur s 
next brother, the nine-year-old Jahangir, advised by the flower 
of ’ Umar Shaikh’s trustiest warriors :• but in the south, things 
were looking very black. Sultan Ahmad was advancing at a 
terrible speed. Auratipa, Khojend, and Margh.lan successively 
fell before him, and finally he encamped at Qaba, only a short 
distance from the capital. As he approached, there must 
haTC been many anxious hearts in the garrison: how could 
their young master hope to hold out against his uncle s superior 
resources? One at least of the Andijan notables a certain 
Darwesh Gau, made what Babur characterises as improper 
proposals ’ ’-doubtless, proposals for handing the young prince 
over to his uncle as the price of the retirement of the Samarkand 
forces. But he was promptly put to death, and the unammi y 
of the garrison was restored by the swift retribution which , 
overtook the traitor. Before making up their minds to stand 
a siege, however, Babur’s party attempted to arrive at an 
amicable agreement with the invading forces. The proposals 
addressed to Sultan Ahmad are described by Babur as 
follows • “  As he himself would place one of his servants in the 
country, and as I was myself both a servant and a relation he 
would attain his end most readily and easily if he entrusted the 
service to me.”  2 But the ingenious attempt at compromise 
failed. “  Sultan Ahmad Mirza,”  says Babur, “  was a mild, 
weak man, of few words, who, without his begs, decided no 
opinion or compact, action or m ove; they paid no attention to 
our proposal, gave it a harsh answer, and moved forward.

Things were in this condition, and the garrison was pre
paring itself to endure a siege, when suddenly the whole 
aspect of affairs altered. The army of the invaders came to 
a halt almost under the walls of Andijan, and offered the most 
liberal terms. Several reasons contributed to this change of

» A. S. Beveridge, 30. * lh} d-1 oL Ilmim,ki' 20'
3 Ibid. ;  Ilminski, 20,21.
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on the part of Sultan Ahmad. In the first place, he was ^  
mdly discouraged by the loyalty of the countryside- 

rney (the invaders), says Babur, “ found in our soldiers and 
p asants a resolution and single-mindedness such as would not 
et them flinch from making offering of their lives so long as 

there was breath and power in their bodies.’ ' i Nest, a grievous 
murrarn afflicted the horses of the Samarkand troops,8.so that 
A {Z Hr]C,d “  Cro^ds- But the final cause determining Sultan 
from Oai° eT  S  nepliew in Peace was this. In marching 
waterQ « 3 ^  been f° rCed to cross a stagnant, morass-like 
jje ’ Panned b7 a single bridge. The narrow footway
c ^ r r rCrr ; V °  that numbers of men and horses and 
Who, ’ M • ° pusbed oft’ Perishing miserably in the swamp. The 

hole thing was so horribly reminiscent of the disaster of the 
hair, seven years before, that Sultan Ahmad's nerve gave way 
He was only anxious to get out of the country before ill-luck 
once more overtook him.* In consequence, hAastily patched

retired r U  i  f  T f  7 ’ ^  t0 tbe ama™ t  of all. as fast as he had advanced. Thus all unexnecf-’dlv
themost imminent of the dangers threatening Babur passS  

His m oT L 78; hT V7 8! iUaIlOStiIe W  'vithin his territory.
S t nnWh ^ Elder Kban’ had ^ n c e d
had dulv 1 • i ■ ° 01 lbe ldver> anch according to agreement,
t ie  S r i  o f  r g i *? “  haS alryad-Y be6U lelated' But
dash8andnth beaded by Ali Darweah Beg, Mirza Kuli Kuluil- 
of the v n , , , ! ! ? !  ° 1>P03eda desPerate resistance. The presence 
to faithful °  a an®u ‘ hrza was doubtless an encouragement
S S r  So w«u did He garrison fight that iM m u d ,
Sultan ' T 7 d th, '  »f '"a  ally
knocks docirl J  findinS tLat he Could 8am n°thing but hard 
o S ?  \° f tlre also- He fell sick, and took ad vantage 

Tiler, r Wt ldraw Wlth as good a countenance as possible.
of Kashgar w ^ h a T t o * * * -  Aba'bikr Daghlat
and had for some years been supreme in Kashgar

advantage of hoc d i r t r j ,  of F arghan*"
' Baveridge, 31. » Ibid. ;  of. Ilminski, 21.

D

THE BOYHOOD OF BABUR ( g T



•

\ Z v s i^ ^ b 6iId a fort in the neighbourhood of Auzkint. F rom L w *^  
' - ’ v vantage point he harried the country far and wide. As soon 

as the more formidable of his adversaries had been disposed 
of, Babur’s party turned their attention to Aba-bikr. Dumb
founded by the change in the aspect of afiairs, Aba-bikr was 
very happy to receive permission to retreat with a whole skin.

Babur’s party had now an instant’s breathing space, and 
they employed it to the best possible advantage. His father’s 
household having come from Akhsi to Andijan, the customary 
mourning was fulfilled, and the young prince turned his atten
tion to the administration of the country and the ordering 
of the army. The real head of afiairs at this time was his 
grandmother, Aisan-daulat Begam, whose prudent advice was 
responsible for much of his success. Probably at her instance 
the government of Andijan and the control of the Gate was 
assigned to Hasan, son of Y akub: Auzun Hasan was given 
command of Akhsi, and Marghilan was entrusted to Ali Dost 
Taghai. To other nobles who had displayed their loyalty in 
the recent troubles, grants of land, of office or of money 
were made according to the particular circumstances of each. 
Finally the army was carefully ordered : and the contributions 
of men owed by the newly-appointed office-holders were, it 
must be presumed, accurately determined.

The process of reorganisation had hardly been completed 
before news was brought of another bewildering change in the 
political situation. Sultan Ahmad Mirza had been in poor 
health during his Farghana campaign—a fact which may help 
to explain the unexpected termination of the expedition— 
and in the middle of July, 1494, ho suddenly died. He left no 
sons ; so his begs, after consultation, offered the throne to his 
younger brother, Sultan Mahmud Mirza, who ruled over 
Badakshan and the provinces between the Asfera mountains 
aud the Hindu Kush. Sultan Mahmud Mirza accepted the 
invitation, made over Hisar to one son, Bokhara to another, 
and himself came to Samarkand. He seated himself upon the 
throne, without opposition. Master not only of his own but 
of his brother’s, dominions, his resources were very great. A

l i T l r f f  AN EMPIRE BUILDER OE THE 16TH CENTOtW
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tiler, and an administrator of marked ability, be quicknSi I 
d his new provinces to order. The nobles of Samarkana^

- ™ to their dismay that they had exchanged King Log for 
Ring St ,rk. He executed two of his kinsmen; he imprisoned 
'-1. iv..: o» hers. Secure from all opposition, he revised the revenue 

i assofem eat, and insisted on the payment of dues and imports 
03. 1 1 .u .:. who had formerly been excused on the ground of their 
vtiu ‘ ti ■.. , This raised a howl of wrath from the clergy, and, in 
combination with the vicious private life he led, made Sultan 

ihr'iUv extremely unpopular. But his authority was too 
strong to be shaken. He let his new subjects grumble, and 
pursued his own policy unmoved.1

• con he began to cast his eyes about him, in search of 
ua'lh■■■• acquisitions. It occurred to him that Farghana was 
not °nly a desirable addition to his possessions: it offered a 
P'i.t ir:il:uiy promising field for intrigue. The ruler was young 
ind inexperienced: there were, moreover, two younger 
"ro: her < who might be used as tools in the game, and a number 
" 1 ambitious begs, who were already becoming disappointed at . 
•heir failure to bend the will of the boy king in their own 
1 den-,i s Accordingly, Sultan Mahmud Mirza took advantage 
011 he ■opOrtunity afforded by the despatch of a complimentary 
ernbos y to Babur, in order to wrin over the powerful-Hasan,
* 0!11 -  akub, Babur's master of the Gate, who ruled in Andijan.2

h iv<: or six months later, that is, towards the end of 1494, 
Lubu, fr.und himself confronted by a formidable conspiracy. 
H avr - Yakub plotted to dethrone his master, and to 
^pplai.t him by the young Jahangir, in whom he hoped to find 
a pliant tool. He succeeded in securing a certain following 
•tnoag he disaffected begs, although the majority remained 
true (o Babur. The wise Aisan-daulat Begam took charge of 

' : 3 a meeting of the loyalists was held in her presence,

m 1 '  - Beveridge, 40-41; Habib-us-Siyar; P. de Courteille, i. 40-50 
UUuin«kj 20 , 30).

1 1 ambassador’s name was ’Abdu’l Qadua Beg, and he seems to
11 bei i a blood-kinsman of Hasan-i-Yakub.—A. S. Beveridge, 42.

' l'o. her authority over her grandson’6 affairs, see A. S. Beveridge,
■' : P min ski, 31.
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\"va was decided to strike the first blow. Taking the oppqjy | j
' • tunity of his absence from the citadel on a hawking excursion, 

they arrested Hasan’s trustiest followers. On the news of this, 
Hasan at once set off for Samarkand, presumably to invite the 
active co-operation of Sultan Mahmud Mirza. Not desiring 
to appear empty-handed before his employer, he turned aside 
from the direct road, hoping to surprise xYkhsi. Babur 
promptly despatched a body of men to head him off, and in a 
night attack the traitor was killed by a chance arrow from the 
bow of one of his own partisans.1 * So far so g o o d : but the 
agent having been disposed off it remained to reckon with the 
principal. However, at the critical moment fortune once more 
favoured Babur, for Sultan Mahmud Mirza died suddenly in 
January, 1495.

Instantly all was in confusion throughout his realm, and 
the tables were completely turned. Instead of being menaced 
to the south and west by a powerful neighbour, anxious to 
swallow him up, Babur now found himself confronted by a 
distracted kingdom, in the affairs of which he might well hope 
to interfere to his own profit. No sooner was Sultan Mahmud 
Mirza dead, than the usual scramble for the dominions of a 
depari cd monarch began. He left five sons, but for the moment 
we need concern ourselves with three only, Sultan Mas’ud 
Mirza, Sultan Baisanghar Mirza, and Sultan Ali Mirza.3 At 
the time of their father’s death, the two elder sous were absent 
at their respective governments, Sultan Mas ud Mirza in Hisar, 
and Sultan Baisanghar Mirza in Bokhara. As a result the 
wazir, Khosru Shah, made a bold attempt to seize Samarkand 
and the royal treasure. Being eminently and deservedly 
unpopular, however, he was expelled from the capital by a 
general uprising, and sent off to Hisar under escort. The 
succession was settled upon Baisanghar, the second son, by a 
council of the begs, who passed over the elder son, Mas’ud, 
apparently on account of his weaker personality. But Bai-

i A. 8. Beveridge, 44. Habib-us-Siyar.
* The two remaining sons were Sultan Husain Mira* anc. Sultan Wais

Mirza. A. S. Beveridge, 47.
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\ ^ \ J lll^ g h a r had scarcely taken his seat on the throne of Samarkand/ 1  J 

• • when fresh trouble began. A discontented party, headed by 
Junaid Barlas and other notables, invited the intervention of 
Mahmud, the Elder Khan. A  strong force of Mongols promptly 
invaded the country, commanded by the Khan’s most ex
perienced general, Haidar Kukuldash. But Baisanghar 
resolved to strike a stout blow for his inheritance, marched out, 
and inflicted upon the invaders a crushing defeat near Kan-bai.
So many of the captives were beheaded in Baisanghar’s presence 
that his tent had to be shifted three times because the ground 
was cumbered with corpses.1 -

Babur was watching the affairs of Samarkand with great 
interest. Like his father before him, his earliest dreams had 
been connected with that city, indissolubly associated with the 
glory and greatness of Amir Timur. Could he but seat him
self upon the throne of his mighty ancestor, fame would be his, 
and he would die content. But before he could turn his 
attention to such a project, there were other matters, nearer 
home, which must be settled. Khojend, to which his father 
had long laid claim, had slipped from Farghana during the 
recent troubles, and was now a dependency of Samarkand: 
Auratipa, another xlistrict which had formerly been in the 
possession of ’Umar Shaikh, had undergone a similar fate, and 
was now being held by Sultan Ali Mirza on behalf of his brother 
Baisanghar. Finally, one of the tribes which dwelt between 
Kashgar and Farghana was making difficulties about • the 
payment of tribute. With so much on his hands, Babur must 
have been somewhat annoyed to find himself involved in 
sudden hostilities with Baisanghar himself. The new Sultan 
of Samarkand, apparently desirous of continuing the projects 
against Babur which had been interrupted by the death of 
Sultan Mahmud, won over a Mongol chief named Ibrahim Saru, 
who had formerly been in the service of ’Umar Shaikh. This 
man seized Asfera, a fortress near the southern border of 
harghana, and declared for Baisanghar. Most fortunately for 
Babur, the declaration was ill-timed. At that precise moment

1 A. S. Beveridge, 62; ef. P. dc Conrteille, i. 64 (Ilminski, 3S).
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. _ the Sultan o£ Samarkand, being called upon to meet the army 

^  of Mahmud, tlie Elder Klian, was in no case to send assistance 
to Ibrahim Saru. Babur had thus time to nip the intended 
rebellion in the bud. Quick action was necessary, and in May,
1495, he rode out of Andijan to attack Asfera. By the end of 
the month, he had isolated the fortress from all possibility of 
succour.

The place at length surrendered, Ibrahim Saru returned to 
his allegiance, and was admitted to favour once more. Hushed 
with this success, Babur determined to follow it up by attacking 
Khojend. The commander, probably despairing of assistance 
from Baisanghar, who was still engaged with the Mongols,
surrendered the place at once.

As fortune would have it, Mahmud, the Elder Khan, 
happened just then to be in the neighbouring province of Shah- 
rukliia. It occurred to Babur that it would be wise to go and 
look up his maternal uncle, not merely to see how the land lay, 
but also to assure the Khan that no ill-will was borne for the 
attack on Akhsi. The interview between unck and nephew 
was formal enough, but apparently satisfactory so far as it went.

“  I waited on the Khan in the garden Haidar Kukuldash had 
made outside Shahrukhia. He was seated in a large four-doored 
tent set up in the middle of it. Having entered the tent, I knelt 
three times, he for his part, rising to do me honour. \\ e looked 
one another in the eyes, and I returned to my place. After 1 had 
kneeled, he called me to his side, and showed me much affection 
and friendliness.” 1

Two days later, Babur set oS for Andijan, while despat ching 
a force to collect the arrears of tribute from his defaulting 
subjects. This enterprise also w'as entirely successful; and 
the army returned to the capital with some 20.000 sheep and 
1500 horses, seized from the tribesmen. The last of the 
enterprises which remained was that of Auratipa. Here Babur 
met a check. Sultan Ali Mirza did, indeed, hurry away when 
he heard of the approach of the Farghana contingent, but he „

1 A. S. Beveridge, 51.
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\ \ \ l l / " f  his ^ ardian> Staildl Zu’n-nun Arghun behind with l 3 l j  
X ^ g ^ d e q u a t e  force. When Babur arrived, he found the place too 

strong for him, and turned back to Andijan. Soon afterwards 
however, his uncle Mahmud, the Elder Khan, attacked Aura- 
tipa in his turn. He was more successful, for he took it, and 
gave it to a certain Muhammad Husain Dughlat, whom we 
shall meet again.

Babur returned to his capital, on the whole well satisfied, 
e had put down rebellion, he had exacted his tribute, he had 

recovered an important possession. He now set to work to 
organise his resources for further efiorts. Meanwhile, he found 
much to interest him in the affairs of Baisanghar Mirza. Sultan 
ot Samarkand.

Ihe unlucky kingdom of Samarkand, having beaten off the 
Mongol army of Mahmud, the Elder Khan, found itself con-
T W  Ir  a T -  md m°st formidable adversary. Sultan 
Husain Mirza Baiqara, descendant of an elder son of Amir
onMci T b  ?  ° f KL° raSan’ aDd the most powerful of all the 
L ? m m e l X  ° T  T  his CaPita1’ Herat, he controlled 
c r i i Z Z  ^ Sd°“ - H,gWy educated> a liberal and dis-
a r s  pa t art, and ietters’ his c°urt was tbe moSt
alwav ?  Af a' But1 he was ambitious and self-seeking,

• ‘A rCady to extend his dominions at the expense of his 
neighbours.! Taking advantage of the troubles of the kingdom
f o r c e ?  ’ ^  advanCed against Hisar with a powerful 
ob ? ;  a ?  W6nt int0 winter ffuarters at Tirmiz, where he was 
elder b >°m aCr°SS th° river b-v SultM1 Mas’ud Mirza. the 
o p t L i t ' ° ‘  «f the winter the
Ba?„„ ”  ' watehed one another: but at last Sultan Husain
back S S6d by a fcint’ and compelled his adversary to fall
time he sent Waa P1'0111? ^  besieged. At the same
Zamilll two detachments, one under his eldest son, Badi-uz-
wazh J T u *  Qunduz, where Khosru Shah, the late 
a vo,,’ r 2  X (hnS .out: and another against Khutlan under 
flwl t o t  Husain Mirza' Snhan Mas’ud promptly

ear Uc bad news to Baisanghar in Samarkand, and it
1 Ilabib-us-Siyar, ii. 250-C0; Tarikh-i-Snshidi.

I



VA^^^^em ed that the whole country would fall into Sultan Hus$riJ I  j 
Mirza Baiqara’s hand. Many of the Uzbeg soldiers of fortune 
who had been in the service of the Samarkand rulers thought all 
was over, and came to offer their swords to Babur. But, as 
it happened, things went badly for the invaders. Hisar held 
out bravely : Khosra Shah twice repulsed forces sent against 
him ; so that at last the great ruler of Khorasan was glad to 
make peace and withdraw. Babur must have been greatly 
relieved: for had Sultan Husain Mirza Baiqara established 
himself in Samarkand, the prospects of a successful attack 
upon the city of Timur would have been much reduced. And 
at this moment an event occurred which must have filled him 
with renewed hopes. A  formidable conspiracy broke out in 
Samarkand on the part of the local begs, who complained that 
their Sultan showed too much favour to the men of Hisar, the 
companions of his boyhood. 'It was agreed to depose him, and 
set his younger brother, Sultan Ali, in his place. Baisanghar 
was kidnapped and actually on his way to the famous Guk 
Sarai, whither the princes of the House of Timur never went 
save to be crowned, blinded or bowstringed,1 when he managed 
to make his escape to the house of a well-known Khwaja. The 
sanctity of his host protected him until an uprising of the popu
lace re stored him to his throne. The unfortunate Sultan Ali 
was in hi - turn sent to the Guk Sarai: but by some chance 
his eyes did not lose their sight when the fire-pencil was drawn 
across flu m. He escaped to his partisans in Bokhara, and in 
a moment the kingdom of Samarkand was in the throes of 
civil war. Sultan Baisanghar moved against his brother, but 
was beaten off with some loss, and driven back into his capital.

On the receipt of this news, Babur acted with decision.
1 tkcre is a note by Babur which is of some interest in tills con

nection : “  The Guk Sarai is one of Timur Beg’s great buildings in the 
citadel of Samarkand. It has this singular and special characteristic, 
if a Timurid is to be seated on the throne, here he takes his seat: if 
one lose his head, coveting the throne, here he loses i t : therefore the

* name Guk Sarai has a metaphorical sense, and to Bay of any ruler’s son,
1 They have taken him to the Guk Sarai ’ means, to death.”  A. S. 
Beveridge, 63. The building is, however, older than Timur. Cf. Pet is 
do la Croix, C king it Khan, 171; and F.iskiuo, i. 98.
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(Agra Codex.)



iSfe”S^oufh but fourteen years of age. he determined to striPa mv iorlnmselt, and to seat himself, if possible, upon the throne 
of lm aneestor Timur. Accordingly, in the middle of July,

>> e got his men to horse, and advanced to the siege of 
Samarkand. Here he found two of his cousins already en- 
camped beneath the walls: Sultan Ali, who was bent on 
r , and ®ultan Mas’ud, who was in love with a Samar- 
f a f ‘ t îree princes besieged the town for three or
in but as w-inter waa coming on, they withdrew early
i ’r P e® ber- Babur and Sultan Ali arranged to renew the

went f t  Sultan Mas’ud> havillg ™>n bis lady love,
am t k , Wel1 COntent- Sultan Ali retired to Bok- 

S  t0 make11̂  preparations for next year’s campaign.

S K S S t a  “ ,0 r“ sl“ a- -  •—
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CHAPTER II

THE TRAINING OP A WARRIOP.

Authorities.—Babur-nama ; Habib-us-Siyar ; Shaibani Nama; Alim 
arai Abassi; Tarikh-i-Rashidi. __

Modern Works.—Erskine ; Lano Poole; Vambfay a History of 
Bokhara.
Babur was now fairly embarked upon his adventurous career 
as prince-errant. He spent the winter of 1496—7 in making 
careful preparations for his intended attack on Samarkand in 
the spring, He succeeded in keeping his project a complete 
secret from Baisanghar. At last, when ull was ready, he 
sprang to horse in May, H97, and took tl.o road to Samarkand,
leaving Auzun Hasan and Ali Dost Taghai in charge of the 
affairs of his capital.

The unfortunate Sultan Baisanghar received a most 
unpleasant surprise. He had been well aware that his brother,
Sultan Ali, was about to renew the attack: and, encouraged 
by a small’ success, had marched out to oppose him. The two 
brothers w'ere lying face to face when Babur s scouting parties 
made their appearance. Baisanghar, dumbfounded at the 
approach of this unexpected adversary, broke up his camp 
and retired in confusion. He only just escaped in time, for 
a flying column of the Farghana troops surprised his rearguard 
at night, inflicted severe losses, and brought off a mass of 
spoil.1

1 A S Beveridge, 60; cf. P. de Courteille, L 83 (Urmnski, 48). At 
thi point a good many of the Uzbeg nobles who had been in the service 
of the House of Timur, deserted to follow th- rising fortunes of Shaibani.
Among them was Muhammad Salih Mirza, the author of the Shaibani 
Nama. See VamWry, chapter x v .; A. S. Beveridge, 61.
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forces with Sultan Ali, Babur advanced on Samitr* 
x ^ -7 -: >kand. Shiraz fell to the invaders : more and more of Bai- 

sanghar’s men came over and took sendee with them. These 
soldiers of fortune, who were always ready to desert a losing 
cause, were principally Mongols. Babur was fully aware of 
their unreliability, and he had, moreover, a personal dislike 
to their race. He cannot, therefore, have been sorry, when 
an opportunity presented itself, to show them that he meant 
to be master. Some of them were brought before him on the 
charge of behaving brutally to humble village elders. Babur, 
who took great pride in the discipline and restraint of his 
troops, ordered the plunderers to be cut to pieces. This act 
of stern justice was to be the cause, as we shall see, of much 
future trouble ; but meanwhile the lesson was effectual. One 
c ,i\ iing the advance, a sudden alarm was raised, and the 
i usulman traders who had come to the camp to buy and sell 
were plundered. “  But,”  says Babur with great pride, “  such 
wus the discipline Of our army, that an order to restore eveiy- 
hmg havmg been given, the first watch of the next day had 
Oi pa^ed before nothing, not a tag of cotton not a broken

• fme n ’ ir" ied ln the possession of any man of the
fotce . all was hack with its owners.”  i
noshed™ 1  en°a.mped before thc town, and the siege work was 
l Z  on. There were frequent skirmishes with the garrison,

°n the whde^he besiegers had the advantage. But a 
'.'i t1f®asa§e> inviting Babur to send a picked detach- 

bcu + t le , Lovors’ Cave,”  resulted in a small party of his 
roop3 being destroyed by the ambushed enemy.2 The

of P‘ de ^P?rtcillo> *■ 85. Babur’s low opinion
Compare tlfe f o l l o w i n c *"1°w* P ^ f 68 of the Memoir*, 
the authors of <■>•,.... j.-° ) ,  1 ■ J10’/ 0 c/ Mongols have uniformly been 
writing they Lvc ZheU^ °f  and disaffection: up to thc time of
40; Ilmi. ki Ml t i t  U9atnt  ™  0,1 five ovarian* » (P. do 0., i. irt9-  
Babur says •’ “  n °n. shaking of Sultan Kuli Chinak, v, ho rebelled, 
be ascribed to his W n t f i .  ,, 7lis npreh.nsibk conduct is entirely to 

1 Cf. tho accot l i t  ti n ,(P' de C > *• 1401 Uminaki, 80). 
the messago it, if .... ”]* “*Eabib-ui-Siyar, from which it appears that 
pate no opposition ',8-Wun* enough, but that it led Babur- to antici- 
See below. wafi the town-rabble which fell upon bis men.

I



Kyv^^SW^ations dragged on through the hot weather, and 
^Ci-jsSwuation of the garrison gradually became critical. Sortie 

after sortie was repulsed with loss, until at length they were 
shut entirely within the walls of the town. Baisanghar grew 
desperate: none of his own house would help him, and as a 
last resort, he made a frantic appeal for help t.o Shaibani Khan, 
governor of Turkistan.

Shaibani, whom we have met before under his alternative 
title of Shahi Beg, was the grandson of a certain Abu-l-khaiv, 
a prince who united into one powerful confederacy the nomadic 
Uzbeg tribes of the north-western steppe.1 The infant empire 
was wrecked by the jealousy of the wilder and more conservative- 
elements composing it, and Shaibani, the hope of his house, was 
forced to seek service abroad to repair his shattered fortunes. 
With a small band of devoted followers, he hired himself out, 
now to this prince, now to th at; ever increasing his resources, . 
and ever pursuing his own interests, ruthless and unscrupulous.
We have already seen how he betrayed his master, Sultan 
Ahmad Mirza, at the battle of the Sirr. As a reward for this 
piece of treachery, Mahmud, the Elder Khan, had made him 
Governor of Turkistan. From that time forward, he can 
into prominence as the great enemy of the Timurids in general, 
and of Babur in particular. His power, his cunning, hi 
cruelty, made him a most formidable opponent; and until the 
hand of death finally removed him, he was to constitute a> 
insuperable barrier to the career of the young prince of Farghana.

At the moment, however, fortune smiled on Babur. He 
had just moved his troops into winter quarters, and had taken 
summary vengeance upon certain leaders of the mob which 
had slain the Lovers’ Cave band.2 When Shaibani came up hot
foot, hoping to surprise the besiegers, he found them too strong 
to be attacked. Baisanghar, disappointed with the prudence 
of his ally, showed his chagrin openly, and Shaibani, piqued,

1 See Shaibani Nama (for later career); Tarilch-i-Iiaahidi; Habib- 
us-Siyar; Alim arai Abassi; and among modem authorities, Ersidne, 
i. 30-34, etc.

2 Cf. note 1 above. This seems to confirm tho Habib-us-Siyar'a 
account of the event.
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(* V withdrew his forces. He had, however, as Erskine rem a rg jJ ^ j 

the richness of the prey and the weakness of the defenders.
~  ̂ Henceforth Samarkand, with its wealth and luxury, fascinated 

him, and he determined to wrest it from the hands of the house 
of Timur. At the moment, however, there was nothing for 
him but retreat. The field was left open for his young rival.

The siege had now lasted seven months, and the city could 
not hold out much longer. When Shaibani withdrew, the 
last hope of successful resistance vanished. So Baisanghar, 
with two or three hundred half-starved followers, slipped out 
of the town one night and rode for Qunduz, to seek shelter 
from the former wazir, Khosru Shah. He was nearly inter
cepted by his brother Mas’ud, but at length reached Qunduz 
in safety. Khosru received him kindly, seeing in him a useful 
instrument for his own ends.

So, at the end of November, 1497, Babur realized the dream 
of his life. Biding out of his cantonments, he took the road 
to the city of his ancestors. “  To give us honourable meeting 
on the road were nobles and braves, one after the other. . . . 
Thus by God’s favour were the town and country of Samarkand 
taken and occupied.”  2 Sultan Ali Mirza, for his part, passed 
on and took possession of Bokhara.

The joy of Babur knew no bounds. Years afterwards, 
from the garden house at Sikri, where, as his daughter Gul- 
badan tells us, he sat writing his book,3 his mind went back 
to the glories of that day. With pride he dwelt upon the 
wonders, of Timur's c ity : its splendid palaces, its mosques, 
its gardens, its colleges and its walls : upon the wealth and 
prosperity of the regions dependent upon i t : upon the history 
of its successive captures and recaptures by prince after prince, 
conqueror after conqueror. Not all his triumphs in Hindustan 
could eclipse the memory of that day when he entered Samar- 

and, a victor hardly fifteen years old. 1

1 Erskino, i, 74.
3 r  n’ ®ever*dge, 74 ; cf. P. do CourUille, i. 96 (IlmMski, 85). 
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his throne was no easy resting-place. It was im- ‘
' ^jiosSible to satisfy at the same time his new subjects and 

his old soldiers. Both the one and the other were exhausted 
by the long siege. The troops deeply resented the prohibition 
of plundering, and commenced to clamour for their pay. It 
was impossible to raise any money from the. half-starved city, 
and Babur’s men began to desert in crowds, making their way 
back to Andijan. Nor was this all. Auzun Hasan, who had 
been left in Andijan, when ordered to round up and send back 
the deserters, made common cause with another high beg,

. Sultan Ahmad Tambal, in demanding that Andijan and Akhsi 
should be handed over to Jahangir, Babur’s brother. Doubt
less they hoped to use the younger prince as a tool for the 
advancement of their own interests. For several reasons the 
demand could not be granted. The chief was, of course, that 
Babur depended on Farghana for the support which was to 
make him secure in Samarkand. But besides this, Mahmud, 
the Elder Khan, had already put in a demand for Andijan and 
Akhsi; and Babur had no wish to be involved in war with his 
uncle. When their proposal was refused, the two conspirators 
raised a body of troops and laid siege to the citadel of Andijan.
The loyal garrison, held out under Ali Dost Taghai, but sent 
urgent messages to Samarkand: “  They are besieging us in 
this w a y : if at our cry of distress you do not come, things 
will go all to ruin. Samarkand was taken by the strength of 
Andijan: if Andijan is in your hands, God willing, Samar
kand can be had again.”  1 At this very moment, unfortunately 
Babur wa3 recovering from a serious illness, and the attempt 
to transact business in his weak state of health brought on 
a relapse. “  Not having been able to take due care in the 
days of convalescence,”  he says, “  I went all to pieces again, 
and this time I became so very ill that for four days my speech 
was impeded, and they used to drop water into my mouth 
with cotton. Those with me, begs and bare braves alike, 
ties pairing of my life, began to take thought each for him
self.” 2

( i f  W  ypr EMPIRE BUILDER OF THE 16TH CENTURTfHI
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an unpardonable error of judgment, a messenger frdny-1 —1 

\  |ffi&rtnsurgents was admitted to Babur’s sick-bed. Of course, 
lie rode back post-liaste to report that the prince was on the 
point of death. As a matter of fact, in a few days, Babur was 
able to set out for Andijan, but it was too late : the citadel 
had surrendered on the very day he had left Samarkand, and 
his capital was in the hands of his foes. Nor was this all.
As soon as his presence was removed from Samarkand, his 
partisans became discouraged, his enemies carried matters 
with a high hand, his cousin Sultan Ali Mirza was called from 
Bokhara, and the city of Timur slipped from his grasp.

The unfortunate Babur had now only Khojend as his base.
He appealed to the Elder Khan for help : and the joint forces 
marched on Akhsi. But just at the critical moment, when 
another march would have regained the country, Mahmud Khan 
allowed himself to be cajoled by promises'and bribes into 
deserting his nephew and withdrawing his forces. Worse was 
to follow. Babur’s men began to slip away from him one by 
one until only the two or three hundred personal follower- 
who accompanied him throughout all his wanderings, re
maned. The poor little prince was bitterly disappointed:

It came very hard on m e ; I could not help crying a good 
deal,”  he says. 1

Khojend was a poor place, and could not accommodate 
Baour’s court-, reduced as it was. Even apart from his 
ambitious designs, it would soon be necessary to seek fresh 
quarters. During the summer of 1498, however, all his efforts 
prov ed fruitless. Borrowing some men from his uncle Mahmud 
,, aa’ !le tried an advance on Samarkand, only to find that 

c ormidablo Shaibani was dangerously close at hand.
1° iLad t0 retreat- Another attempt on Andijan kalf- 

arteedy supported by Mahmud Khan, failed also: and
M u h am J^ rJ116'1- but to casfc k™ 861* upon the charity of 
p r e v a i l e d *  U, ai“  Do8hIat, the ruler of Auratipa, who was
Babur passed'the p «whaghar, one of his villages. Here

1 ‘ he w mter as best he might, waiting for what
1 A. S. Beveridge, 91.



V\\ iS^ortujrie would send him, not a whit daunted by the j
prosperous complexion of his affairs.

The winter season passed, and Babur, still uncertain where 
to turn, went to the summer pastures in the south of Auratipa. 
Suddenly his luck changed. One day, about the time of 
Afternoon Prayer, a solitary horseman appeared at the foot 
of the valley where the prince was encamped. He proved to 
be the body servant of Ali Dost Taghai, who had so rashly 
surrendered the citadel of Andijan on the news of Babur’s 
illness. He brought such a message as would have gladdened 
the heart of any exiled monarch : Ali Dost apologised for 
his past misdeeds, prayed to be received into grace, and 
offered to mako over Marghilan to Babur.

The chance was too good to be missed. Babur and his 
little band of 240 men sprang to the saddle, and rode ali 
that night. By dawn of the third day, they had covered the 
hundred and fifty miles of road to Marghilan. As they 
approached the city, doubts began to assail them. How if 
the message had been a ruse to decoy the prince into the 
clutches of his foes 1 But it was now too late to hesitate. 
Putting a bold face on the matter, Babur rode up to the gate. 
After a short parley, Ali Dost Taghai, on the promise of pardon, 
admitted him. Babur was once more in possession of a walled 
town.

Trusty emissaries were despatched to scour the country 
for troops and supplies : from all sides men and munitions 
began to come in. Babur had been generally beloved, not 
merely for his personal charm, but for the excellent order he 
maintained. On the other hand, Auzun Hasan and Sultan 
Ahmad TamLal, who now swayed Farghana in the name of thmr 
puppet Jahangir, being, as Babur says, “ heathenish and 
vicious tyrants,”  had inflicted great misery upon peasants and 
clansmen alike. They gathered a considerable force, none 
the less, and attempted to besiege Marghilan, but could not 
succeed in fighting their way through the suburbs. Meanwhile 
the mob of Akhsi rose against the garrison, drove them into 
the citadel, and admitted Babur’s followers to the town.
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nCViS ^rev> better and better. A useful contingeut caSae-^—̂  

b°m  Mabmud Khan. A picked body of Auzun Hasan’s 
most trusted retainers, which had been despatched to the help 
°  hls suPPorters iu Akhsi, was cut to pieces as it crossed the 
river. Finally, when Auzun Hasan and Tambal were retreat
ing in confusion upon Andijan, a message was brought that 
their own governor of the fortress had declared for Babur.

1  le whole kingdom now came over, and in June, 1498 
was once more master of Farghana. Sultan Ahmad 

lambal fled to Auzkint: Auzun Hasan threw himself into 
Akhsi and was allowed to make terms. All traces of rebellion 
meet out, and it might have seemed that Babur’s troubles were 
tor the moment over.

Such however, was not the case. A single false step 
ndid the work of many weeks of hard fighting. When the 

rebellious chieftains had submitted, the bulk of their followers 
joined Babur. These followers were principally Mongols 
V® Lave already noticed Babur’s dislike of the race, and the 

stern measures he adopted during the Samarkand expedition
: ° ; iee.P }hera ln hand- TIiey on their part, had but little 
cause to love a ru er who put down plundering so sternly and

TM ab0Ut pr0tectin̂  the livesproperty of humble viflagers who were incapable of protecting 
themselves. Several of Babur’s trustiest followers wer°e 
annoyed to see these Mongol mercenaries decked out in the 
plunder of honest men. On the strength of their representa- 

ns, Babur was persuaded to issue an order that the Mongols 
ould restore all goods recognised and claimed by their 

rightful owners. The command was most ill-timed. ” As he 
himself admits: “  Reasonable and just though the order was,

h J T  f  u lb WaS a little tastT ; with a worry like
a - ugir seated at my side, there was no sense in frightening 

people in this way.”  2 ‘gmcrnng

The Mongols rebelled, and promptly marched off to join

“ l.  hi . 1■-

E



\0\J|§|^ftmal, who thereupon renewed hostilities. A force of B ab iy^ X  A 
. ̂ -nien led by Kasim Beg was severely defeated, and Tambal was 

even able to besiege the capital for nearly a month. When 
he failed to effect anything there, he went off to Usli. There 
was nothing for it but another regular campaign.

In August 1499, accordingly, Babur, after collecting his 
partisans, marched on the Ush district, which was the centre 
of Tambal’s power. While he was on the way thither, that 
active rebel attempted to surprise Andijan, but fortunately 
the garrison received the alarm just in time, and Tambal had 
to retire. Babur, on his part, sat down beforo the strong 
fortress of Madu, held by Tambal’s younger brother. The 
place was vigorously assailed. An attack was delivered at 
dawn on one day, and in the morning of the next day, the 
garrison asked for terms, and left their defences.

Soon after this success, Babur, encouraged by the arrival 
of fresh parties of his adherents, determined to venture upon 
a pitched battle. Tambal, on his part, moved round and got 
between Babur and the capital. Nothing could have suited 
the prince better. The battle took place at a village called 
Khuban, about 15 miles from Andijan. Babur with his usual 
prudence had drawn up his troops in the traditional order of 
his race : vanguard, centre, left and right. His well-trained 
foot soldiers were provided with mantelets, in ewe it became 
necessary to retire and act on the defensive. But, as luck 
would have it, they were not needed. It was a cavalry combat, 
and Babur’s horse quickly swept their opponents off the field. 
Unfortunately, much of the fruits of victory were lost through 
over-caution, the pursuit not being pushed far enough. None 
the less Babur was very pleased. “  This was my first ranged 
battle: the most High God, of His own favour and mercy, 
made it a day of victory and triumph.”  1

Tambal retreated to Auzkint, and Babur went into winter 
quarters to observe him. Unfortunately, it was found im
possible to keep his army together. The greatest of all the

i f /  ^Bovyusr EMPIRE BUILDER OF THE 1GTH C E N T U ^ _
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I v S ^ X  Kambar Ali, insisted on going to his own district,1 a n ^ l i  J 

, weakened by liis untimely withdrawal, could no longer 
eep the field. He retired to Andijan, but was aroused to 

sudden action by the news that the Elder Khan, his uncle, 
influenced by certain relations of Tambal high in his favour, 
had despatched assistance to the Farghana rebels. Tambal 

.t Auzkint, and advanced into the plains : the new troops 
laid siege to Kasan, not far from Akhsi. Babur acted with his 
usual promptitude, collected a handful of followers, and rode 
through the bitter cold of mid-winter to Akhsi. “  So mightily 
bitter was the cold that night,”  he says, “  that it bit the 
hands and feet of several men, and swelled u p ‘the ears of 
many each ear like an apple.”  3 On the news of his approach, 
the Khan’s men retreated in dismay, and Babur nearly 
succeeded in capturing Tambal himself, who was hastening to 
]om his allies. Unfortunately Babur’s begs persuaded him to 
wait until daylight before delivering an attack; and in con
sequence, Tambal slipped away. The cause of the rebels was 
now hopeless; but in February, 1500, when Babur was 
eagerly looking forward to crushing them altogether, he was 
dismayed to find that his two greatest begs, Ali Dost Taghai 
and Kambar Ali, were arranging for an accommodation.' It 
was clearly not to their interest to allow their young master 
to become too absolute, or else he might make himself entirely 
independent of their influence. They therefore insisted upon 
a division of the territory of Farghana between Babur and his 
brother Jahangir The Akhsi side of the river was to belong 
to the younger, the Andijan side to the elder, with the proviso 
that when Babur regained Samarkand, Jahangir was to have 

ndijan as well as Akhsi. Babur was very indignant, but 
dared not break openly with his powerful feudatories.

The success of this stroke seems to have turned the head 
of Ali Dost Taghai. Governor of Andijan for Babur, he ruled 
like an independent prince. Assuming absolute control over

, X  1X t "f au,b;oquent events there can bo little doubt that he
eliberately designed to prevent Babur gaining a decisive sucooas. 

a . o. xjovenage, 116.
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^ X ^ ^ ^ flW y o u n g  master’s household, he dismissed in disgrace tru^rX j 
: • ^Servants like Khalifa ana Kasim Beg,, who had shared so

many hardships. His son went further, and started receptions 
and a public table as if he had been a Sultan. Babur’s position 
became most difficult-,1 and he was eagerly looking for a pretext 
to escape a tutelage so irksome when he received a sudden 
summons to Samarkand.

Much had happened in that kingdom since Babur had left 
it in February, 1498. Sultan Ali Mirza, the former ally of 
Babur, had seized Samarkand itself soon afterwards, and still 
continued to rule the city and its immediate neighbourhood. 
But the most striking feature in the recent politics of the 
country had been the sudden rise to power of the unscrupulous 
wazir, Khosru Shah, whose attempt to seize the capital on 
the death of Sultan Ahmad Mirza has already been related. 
When Baisanghar had been expelled by Babur and Sultan Ali, 
he had fled to Khosru Shah in Qunduz, and had been kindly 
received. Khosru, with the principal claimant to the throne 
in his grasp, promptly set about laying his hands upon the other 
possible competitor. His task was not difficult. Mas’ud 
Mirza had displayed in the government of Hisar that lack of 
capacity which had caused him to be passed over when the 
throne of Samarkand had been in question. He had shown 
such favour to his father-in-law, Shaikh Abdullah Barlas, that 
he had offended all those nobles upon whom the safety of his 
person and possessions depended. Khosru Shah’s plans were 
laid accordingly. Taking Baisanghar with him he marched on 
Hisar, sending forward an envoy to amuse Mas’ud with the 
proposal for a joint advance on Samarkand. As soon as he 
get close to the town, all those who were discontented with 
Mas ud fled to Baisanghar : and the unfortunate ruler made his 
escape, almost unaccompanied, just as the forces of his enemies 
were closing round the town. He fled to Sultan Husain Mirza

1 It \vaa while Babur was in this situation that he was suddenly 
Sinittfeji with affection for a boy in the camp bazaar, named Baburi. 
Labors own account of the episode is most singular. S' o A. S. Beveridge, 
1Z0- I ; cf. P. de Courtcille, i. 162-3 (Uminski, 92, 93).
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y \ ® ^ a l q a r a ,  but found liim engaged in open warfare with his 
^  ..^ d r-u z-Z am an , and in no case to afiord much assistance to 

iugitive princes. Khosru Shah, having installed Baisanghar 
m Hisar, commenced to negotiate with Mas’ud. That in- 
tatuated prince, leaving his safe refuge with Sultan Husain 
Mirza Ba.qara, put himself in Khosru’s hands. Khosru Shah, 
though he had been his guardian from childhood, seized him 
and blinded him. At the mention of this horrid deed, Babur’s 
math grows hot as he writes : “  A hundred thousand curses 
ight on him who planned and did a deed so horrible ! Up to 

tho very verge of the Resurrection, let him who hears of this 
act of Khosru Shah, curse him : and may he who hearing, curses 
not, know musing equally deserved.”  1

One brother being blinded, the' fate of the other was not 
long delayed In August, 1499, Baisanghar was seized with 
his begs, and suffered death by the bowstring when only 22 
years of age. Khosru was now master of Qunduz, Hisar and 
ah the region round about. He had already begun to cast 
yes upon Samarkand: but unfortunately for himself, there 

were other and nobler rivals in the field.
• Tiie allf u's of Samarkand at this juncture were such as to 
inspire with hopeful interest everyone except the unfortunate 
occupant, of its throne. Sultan Ali had the ill-luck to fall out 

th the powerful Tarkhan family, who had secured almost all 
the revenue of the districts of Samarkand and Bokhara in their
invoke lT )8' -1 r TarkilaDB’ fillding their power menaced, 
invoked tho aid of some of the Elder Khan’s Mongols. These
however proved a broken reed. Not only were they un-
d T f ^  f r  : they were also P lu ck y  enough to be 
defeated by Sultan Ali. The Tarkhans then sent a messenger 
to Babur, offering him the throne of Samarkand.

6 have seen the condition in which the proposal found
1 A. S. Beveridge, 96
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The chance of escaping from his irksome r e s t r a i n t  k 
■ w^a sto  o good to he missed. Hastily arranging matters with 

Jahangir, regardless even of the surprise by Tambal s partisans 
of the fortress of Ush, he took the Marghiian road. On the way 
to Asfera, he picked up the trusty Kasim Beg with a useful 
contingent aud pushed on. Soon he got news that there was 
another competitor in the field. Shaibani, with a formidable 
force, had already taken Bokhara, and was rapidly approaching 
Samarkand. Babur had many friends in the town, but they 
wished him to come as close as possible before they declared 
for him. He on his part held off until they should commit 
themselves openly, because his force was far too small to make 
any real demonstration against a fortified city. Hence it came 
about that Shaibani won the race. His admission to the town, 
where he had few partisans, was due to the almost incredible 
folly of Sultan Ali’s mother, who agreed to procure its surrender 
in return for a promise that the Uzbeg chief would marry her, 
and provide for her son out of his other dominions. Ac
cordingly in July, 1500, Samarkand passed into the hands of 
Shaibani. The sequel may be imagined. Sultan Ali was 
murdered, his mother became the most despised of Shaibani’s 
concubines, and a massacre of Babur’s partisans took place.

The prince of Farghana, finding that his prize had for the 
moment slipped fro i his grasp, avoided Samarkand and moved 
off in the direction of Hisar. He was joined by a certain 
number of the Samarkand notables who had fled from Shaibani, 
but as soon as he approached Hisar and the territory of Khosru 
Shah, these left him. Having only some two or three hundred 
trusty followers left him, Babur Anight well have despaired of 
success in his enterprise. But anything was better than his 
restricted life in Andijan, and he determined to try his fortune 
once more. He thought of reaching his uncle Ahmad, the 
Younger Khan, and asking his help : but he gave up the idea, 
and decided to achieve his aim with his own resources, or not 
at all. Accordingly, he marched on Samarkand again.

Shaibani, despising so small a body of men, took no 
notice. Indeed, the Uzbeg had good reason for confidence.
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^ ^ v ® / ; , . f ncamped at some distance from the town were three ojAE^Jm  
| X ^ .^ 'A h o u s ^ n d  of his war-hardened troops, with as many more of 

the local levies. Within the citadel were five or six hundred 
soldiers under a trusty commandant. Babur, on the other 
hand, had only 240 men, good and bad. What happened 
must be told m his own words, so vividly rendered by Mrs. 
hevendge :— "

“ Having discussed the position with all my begs and unmailed 
braves we left it at this :-th at as Shaibani Khan had taken pesses- 
sion of Samarkand so recently, the Samarkandis would not be 
attached to him nor he to them ; that if we made an effort at once, 
we might do the thing ; that if wo set ladders up and took the fort 
by surprise, the Samarkandis would be for us ; how should they not 
be? Lven if they gave us no help, they would not fight us for the '
I r l W U  aUd u f  Samarkand once in our hands, whatever was vaoci s will, would happen.
M. ,‘ ‘ A0t“ g 0n this decision, we rode out of Yar-yilaq after the
relched7 ^ ? 61’ 7  ° ”  lhrouSh tho dark till midnight, when we 
reached Khan-yurt,. Here we had word that the Samarkandis

t  T mg; f°r thiS reaS°n wo went 1W nearer to the town, but made straight back from Khan-yurti. It was dawn 
when, aft.er crossing the Kohik-water below Rabat-i-khwaja, we 
were once more m Yar-yilaq. J

"  ° ne dany “  Fort ^ d i k  a household party was sitting in mv 
P -e n ce ; Bostu nasir and Nuyan Kukuldash and Khan-quli-i 
Karrm-dad and Shaikh Darwesh and Mirim-i-nasir were all fhere.

]J Z i7 7 o dT anV TOnl  aU SidM wh“  (I said>> ‘ Come now : ^
7  ,?  d, b mg nghfc> we sllal1 take Samarkand.’ Some °aid 

. We shall take it in the heats.’ It was then late in autumn Sth rs

2 ,7 ^ dr: ***• * £
; ;  dust at that time I had a wonderful dream :-H is  Highness 

l i^ a ja  Ubaid 1-lah (Ahrari, seemed to come ; I seemed to go on 
to give him honourable meeting; he came in and seated himself 
peopk seemed to lay a table-cloth before him, apparently without 
uftcient care, and on account of this, sometWnfseem d to cmne 

mto his Highness the Khwaja’s mind. Mulla Baba (? Pashaghari? 
made me a sign; I signed back, ‘ Not through me! the fable-
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Y A is in fau lt! ’ The Khwaja understood and accepted tj£ ĵ ^  j  
When he rose, I escorted him out. In the hall of that 

house took hold of either my right or left arm and lifted me up 
till one of my feet was off the ground, saying, in Turki, ‘ Shaikh 
Maslahat has given (Samarkand).’ I  really took Samarkand a few 
days later.

“  fu two or three days move was made from Fort Asfidik to 
Fort Wasmand. Although by our first approach, we had let our 
plan be known, we put our trust in God and made another ex
pedition to Samarkand. It was after the Mid-day Prayer that we 
rode out of F ort V. asmar d, Khwaja Abu’l-makaram accompanying 
us. By midnight we reached the Deep-fosse-bridge in the Avenue,
From there we sent forward a detaohment of 70 or 80 good men 
who were to set up ladders opposite the Lovers’ -cave, mount them 
and get inside, stand up to those in the Turquoise Gate, get possession 
°f it> an(i s°ud a man to me. Those braves went, set their ladders up 
opposite the Lovers’ -cave, got in without making any one aware, 
went to the Gate, attacked Fazil Tarkhan, chopped at him and his 
few retainers, killed them, broke the lock with an axe, and opened 
the Gate. At that moment I  came up and went in.

Abu 1-qasim Kohbur himself had not come with us, but had 
sent 30 or 40 of his retainers under his younger brother, Ahmad-i- 
qaaim. Xo man of Ibrahim Tarkhan’s was with u s ; his younger 
brother, Ahmad Tarkhan, came with a few retainers after I had 
entered the town and taken post in the Monastery.

“  Tke townspeople were still slumbering ; a few traders peeped 
out of their shops, recognised me, and put up prayers. When, a 
little later, the news spread through the town, there was rare delight 
and satisfaction for our men and the townsfolk. They killed the 
Auzbegs in the lanes and gullies with clubs and stones like mad dogs • 
four or five hundred were killed in this fashion. Jan-wafa, the 
then governor, was living in Khwaja Yahya’s house ; he fled and 
got away to Shaibaq Khan.

“  On entering the Turquoise Gate I went straight to the College 
and took post over the arch of the Monastery. There was a hubbub 
and shouting of f D ow n! down ! ’ till day-break. Some of tho 
notables and traders, hearing what was happening, come joyfully 
to see me, bringing what food was ready and putting up prayers 
/or me. At daylight we had news that the Auzbegs were fighting 
in the Iron Gate, where they had made themselves fast between the
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\%^J3>u|jer and inner) doors. With 10, 15 or 20 men, I  at onee set 
'''5:: ■ fbrtho Gate, but before I oame up, the town-rabble, busy ran

sacking every comer of the newly-taken town for loot, had driven 
the Auzbegs out through it. Shaibaq Khan, on hearing what was 
happening, hurried at sunrise to the Iron Gate with 100 or 140 men. 
His coming was a wonderful chance, but, as has been said, my men 
were very few. Seeing that he could do nothing, he rode oS at 
once. From the Iron Gate I went to the citadel and there dismounted, 
at the Bu-stan palace. Men of rank and consequence and various 
head-men came to me there, saw me and invoked blessings on me.

“  Samarkand for nearly 140 years had been the capital of our 
dynasty. An alien, and of what stamp ! an Auzbeg foe, had taken 
possession of i t ! It had slipped from our hands; God gave it again 1 
plundered and ravaged, our own returned to us.”  1

Such was the story of what was perhaps the most dashing 
of Babur’s many daring exploits, and this alone would have 
secured him the fame he prized. But for all his love of action, 
it is perhaps in his patience and his endurance that he shows 
most plainly his greatness of mind. We shall see in the next 
chapter how he remained cheerful under successive shocks of 
adversity that would have driven most men to suicide ; how 
ho still retains his quiet confidence, relaxing no whit of his 
endeavours, while his dearest ambitions one by one lie withered 
at his feet, and his most trusted friends turn their back upon 
him in his day of adversity.

1 A. S. Beveridge, 131-34.
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CHAPTER III

DAYS OI' ADVERSITY

Authorities.—Bdbur-nama ; Tarikh-i-Raslndi ; Habib-us-Siyar ;
Shaibani Narna ;  Mir Khwand’s Rauzat-us-Safa (od. Reliatsek).

Modern Works.—Erskine ; Lane Poole.

B abur  had now won Samarkand for the second time against 
overwhelming odds, and his daring had been crowned with 
complete success. But the difficulty which had been over
come was as nothing to that which now confronted him. He 
had only some two hundred of his veterans, and for the rest, 
must rely upon the enthusiastic but undisciplined valour of 
the town mob. Outside the walls was Shaibani, with a force 
of five or six thousand men, well trained, well armed, well 
equipped, burning to revenge the unexpected wresting of the 
city from their grasp.

From the moment, however, these troubles seemed to melt 
away in magical fashion. The whole countryside came over 
to Babur. Shavdar, Sogd, and the neighbouring fortresses 
one by one expelled their Uzbeg garrisons, or placed them 
under restraint and declared for the young prince of Samar
kand. The affairs of Shaib.ani were in a very bad way : and 
at this inopportune moment arrived the wives and families 
of himself and of his chiefs, whom he had summoned from 
Turkistan when his triumph in Samarkand had seemed so 
complete. This combination of circumstances determined 
him to  draw off to Bokhara, whence he could observe the 
fortunes of Babur and choose his own moment for striking a 
return blow at his rival.

Babur was well aware of the difficulties of his position ;
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• .. niade up his mind to keep hold of Samarkand as long dsJ A- J
■ -:eYbr ke could. Now was the opportunity, he felt, to curb once 

for all the ambition of Shaibani, so dangerous not only to the 
Prince of Farghana, but to the whole of his kin, the house of 
Timur. As the visible sign of his determination, he sent for 
his wife and his mothers. A few days after their arrival, his 
first child was born, but the infant, Fakhru’n-nisa, as she was 
named, died some six weeks afterwards. Babur had not much 
time for grief. He was despatching embassy after embassy 
to his Timurid kinsmen, urging them to send assistance, so that 
Shaibani might be crushed once for all. The response he 
received was very discouraging. From some he got a curt 
refusal; by others his request was ignored. From two 
sources only did he get insignificant help. His maternal 
uncles, the Khans, sent him four or five hundred m en: his 
brother Jahangir, now sole ruler of Farghana, sent him a couple 
of hundred more.

After strengthening himself as well as he could throughout 
the winter, Babur determined in the beginning of 1501 to take 
the field. Doubtless he hoped that if he undertook a regular 
campaign against the Uzbegs, his kinsmen would abandon 
their apathetic attitude, and join their forces to his own. In 
this, as will be seen, he was partly justified. Moreover, 
Shaibani had begun to recover some of the ground he had 
lost in the summer before. He had regained the two forts of 

/  Qara-Kul and Dabusi, the first by the withdrawal of its garrison, 
the second by assault. These considerations, together, induced 
Babur to take the hazardous step of meeting his antagonist in 
the open.

Accordingly, in the months of April—May, 1501, Babur 
marched out of the city, and took up his position at the place 
called Bridge-head. He fortified his camp strongly with 
ditches and close-set branches, and awaited the coming of 
friend and foe. The foe was the first to arrive. Shaibani, 
who desired nothing better than to catch his enemy outside 
the strong walls of Samarkand, hurried up, and attempted to 
overwhelm Babur by a series of night attacks. But despite
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\ V - ^ ^ y / suPerioritT in ni™bers, he could not force the s t r b a g ^  
.,'^osition of his antagonist. Shaibani’s situation was now 

critical. He had not been able to force an engagement and 
help was at hand, which would go some way towards offsetting 
that superiority in numbers which was his only hope. Although 
Sultan Husain Mirza Baiqara, Badi-uz-Zaman Mirza, and 
Khosru Shah remained inactive, yet Baqi Turkhan, head of 
the Samarkand party whom Shaibani had ruined, was only 
two days off, waiting to join Babur with about 2000 men ; 
and Muhammad Mirza Dughlat, only a few hours off, was in 
command of a body of auxiliaries of about the same strength, 
despatched to Babur’s help by his uncle the Khan. Matters 
were in this condition, when Babur deliberately threw away 
his chances of victory by engaging before his reinforcements 
arrived.

“  The reason I was so eager to engage,”  he says, “  was that on 
the day of battle the Eight Stars were between the two armies : they 
would have been in the enemy’s rear for 13 or 14 days if the fight 
had been deferred. I now understand that these considerations 
are worth nothing, and that our haste was without reason.”  1

Babur was soon to have ample cause to regret his 
astrological superstitions. He marched his men out in the 
traditional formation, van, centre, right and left, and en
countered the foe. His right rested upon the river Kohik 
—a fact which determined the course of the battle, for 
Shaibani determined to drive him into it. The Uzbeg ' 
leader wheeled his right round Babur’s left, and Babur, to 
avoid being outflanked, had to swing round to meet him, 
with his back to the river. This uncovered his centre, for the 
van, not having time to move round, remained on the- right 
of the new position. Despite ihe stout fighting of the Samar
kand troops, who at one time seemed likely to 'win the day by

1 A S. Beveridge, 139. Firishta II. 20 has a story that the subse- 
quent defeat was due to the sudden desertion of the troops of Mahmud 
Klmu and Jahangir Mirza; but this looks like later invention, and I 
hud no confirmation of it. Perhaps it is a distorted version of the 
plundering of Babur’s baggage by his Mongol auxiliaries.
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V*V<§3 b§f^ valour, Babur’s left was crushed, his centre was ta k £ n /-L i 
in front and rear : and at the last moment the Uzbegs swung 
round both ends of his line, and attacked his rear in their 
terrible wheeling charge, the tulghma, which was their national 
manoeuvre. Babur’s Mongol auxiliaries, seeing that .the day 
'was.lost, added to the confusion by plundering the baggage—

, a full confirmation, as Babur bitterly remarks, of the innate 
■ depravity of their nature. There was no further hope' of 

saving the day. With the half-score men who still remained 
with'him, Babur swam his horse across the ICohik, accoutred 
as he was in heavy mail, and rode hard for Samarkand.

The consequences of the defeat of Sar-i-pul were most 
disastrous. Some of Babur’s best men had fallen— Ibrahim 
Tarkhan, Ibrahim Sara, Ibrahim Jan, and others; several 
more, like Muhammad Tarkhan and Kanbar Ali, fled for the 
time to Khosru. Many of his intimates deserted his fortunes 
altogether. None the less, Babur had no thoughts of submis
sion, despite the fact that all the country save Samarkand 
itself quickly came into Shaibani’s hand. He summoned a 
council of his begs, “  and,”  he says, “  after consultation, 
we resolved to make the fort fast, and look for life or death 
within it.”  1

Babur himself took up his quarters in the middle, of'the 
town, in tents pitched on the roof of Ulugh Beg Mirza.’s.college.
He then disposed his trustiest men to the towers and gates of 
the city walls, and awaited the arrival of Shaibani. He took 
all precautions against a surprise, frequently making the 
round of the walls in person. •.

In two or three days the- Uzbeg arrived, but for several 
days more he could not get near to the walls Qii account of the 
valour of the town, mob, which harassed his men as they at
tempted to force a way through the suburbs. Growing bolder 
with success, the rabble tried making sallies against the 
besiegers, but were enticed into the open, caught, and roughly 
handled. Soon Shaibani had the town well enclosed. The

1 A. S. Beveridge, 141; cf. P. de Courteille, i. 197 (Ilminaki, 111).
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was hopelessly inadequate, and more than once t h e ^ ^  
V^W zpegs actually succeeded in gaining entrance in an unde- 

tended quarter, only to be expelled by desperate fighting.
I he siege dragged on all through the summer, and pro

visions began to run shortA The poorer classes began to feed 
on dogs and asses, and the horses of the garrison had to be 
ted on leaves 2 and wood-shavings. Having isolated the city, 
ohaibani made no further attacks upon it, but invested it from 
some distance, 'keeping the worn-out garrison continually 
alarmed Envoys and messengers had been sent repeatedly 
to all sides and quarters for help, but none came. “ Sultan 

. Husain Muza,”  complains Babur, “  gave us not even the help

to sLTa°ifiraSinS meSSage’”  but 0n the conHary sent an envoy 

desert^ ' 8 P°Siti0n WaS n° W h°peless’ and his men began to

help from auy side we utteDy despaired,” he says, “  no hope
what qUart6r • °Ur SUPpli6S and Pro™ ions were wretched,
wha* there was was coming to an end ; no more came in. Meantime
Shaibaq Khan interjected talk of peace. Little ear would hove 
been given to his talk of peace if there had been hope or food from  

}  side. It had to be ! a sort of peace was made.”  3

Babur does not tell us what the terms of the peace were • 
he was evidently bitterly ashamed of them. But from other 
sources of information we learn that he was compiled to

sister^Kh ^  d T  dis.Cretion’ and to band over his eldest 
sister, Khanzada Begam, in marriage to his enemy as the price
his a l T  f  for himself and the remaining members of
nrtb S  mU8t have been a bitter blow to Babur’s 
Pnde He was now once more a wanderer, for Farghana 
according to treaty, was in Jahangir’s hands. g

his th° at
o at?d ‘dm leaves were found the best.
« or •; Ke.vcndge, 147; cf. P. de CourteiHe, i. 205 (Ilminski 1

Begam’s V Z ay^N am aJ. 36^4  A ^ a B c ^ d ^ p .̂ 310 J Gulbadan
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w v J S ls ^ y  He Lad formed a fairly accurate idea of Shaibani’s charikilJ^J 
x^ r ..a^And accordingly put no reliance whatever upon the safe- 

conduct. He slipped out of the town at midnight with his 
mother and a few followers, intending to go.to Auratipa, which 
he determined to beg from the Khan his uncle. He lost his 
way in the darkness,1 and was hardly out of danger when day 
dawned. Babur, despite his situation, retained his gaiety, 
and beguiled the weary road by racing with Kasim Beg and 
Kambar Ali, sustaining, incidentally, a nasty fall. “ My horse 
was leading,”  he says, “  when I, thinking to look at theirs 
behind, twisted myself round; the girth may have slackened, 
for my saddle turned, and I  was thrown on my head to the 
ground. Although I got up at once and remounted, my brain 
did not steady until the evening.”  Running short of provisions, 
it was found necessary to kill a horse, the flesh of which was 
spitted and roasted. Babur dared not halt for long ; he was 
still in the power of his foes. All night the wearied party 
rode on, until, as dawn broke, they found themselves in 
friendly country. Shortly afterwards, they came to Dizak.
“  There,”  says Babur, “  were fat meats, loaves of fine flour, 
plenty of sweet melons, and abundance of excellent grapes. 
From what privation we came to such plenty! From what 
stress to what repose! ”  2

Babur had now to find some refuge for the winter, which 
was rapidly drawing on. Depositing what baggage he had 
with him in the Auratipan village of Dikh-kat, he went to visit 
his uncle Mahmud Khan and his household. The Khan 
received him kindly, it seems, and actually made a half- 
promise to give Auratipa to his nephew ; but when Babur went 
to stay with Muhammad Husain Mirza, who held it, he found 
it impossible to get it handed over. So after spending a few 
days in Auratipa, he decided to make the best of things, and 
be content with Dikh-kat. Characteristically enough, he 
adapted himself to his surroundings in a whole-hearted manner,

1 The night was extraordinarily dark (Shaibani Nama, A. S. B 147 
n. 4). 9 *

* A. S, Beveridge, 147, 148.
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\*. \ § p b W o n in g  all pretensions, and living as a simple guest in t h J ^ L j  
X ^^^^^dm an s house. Here an encounter took place which was 

^-destined to exercise a supreme influence upon the shaping of 
his subsequent career. The headman was seventy or eighty 
years old, but his mother was still alive, aged 1 1 1 . “  Some
relation of hers, says Babur, “  would seem to have gone 
with Timur Beg’s army to Hindustan; she had this in her 
mind, and used to tell the tale.”  1 The stories the old lady 
told about the exploits of Babur’s great ancestor fired the 
imagination of the young prince, and from this time forward, 
there can be little doubt, the dream of renewing Timur’s 
triumph in Hindustan remained at the back of his mind. There 
were, however, many troubles to be bravely endured, many 
difficulties to be encountered, before the dream was to be 
fulfilled. Meanwhile he lived the ordinary life of a hillman.

1 constantly made excursions amongst the mountains round 
about. Generally I went barefoot, and from doing this so 
much, my feet became so that rock and stone made no 
difference to them.’ 2 To such a pass was come the late Sultan 
of Samarkand. Yet his cheerfulness diminished no whit.
He tells with glee how one of his followers scored off a rustic, 
who had tried to be humorous at the expense of the strangers.
Being in doubt as to where a mountain track led. Babur 
inquired of an oxherd. “  Follow my ox,”  said the fellow, 
with a grin, “  and don’t stop till he does.”  “  But supposing 
he leaves the track ? ”  says Khwaja Asadu’l’lah, and leaves 
the rustic gaping.

Winter coming on, several of Babur’s soldiers asked leave 
to go and visit their kin in Andijan. It was considered a 
politic stroke to send by them some presents to Jahangir, 
now ruler of Farghana, and Tambal, his right-hand man! 
Accordingly, Babur sent to his younger brother has own ermine 
cap, and to Tambal a large sword, which Nuyan Kukuldash,
. ! A  S' Be.v«Mg». I f  ,• cf. P. de Courteille, i. 210 (Ilminski, 118) 
a waa taken m the winter 1398-9, the old lady must have been
“ rTr>uZt“ne g'd. about five years old, at the tim . Doubtless her recollections had not lost in frequent telline

2 A. a. Beveridge, 150.
F



V A g M u r ’s particular friend, had had made in Samarkd3 !X - i  
V V  . .^IVithin twelve months, by a singular coincidence, this very 

svrord was to come near putting a sudden end to the donor’s 
career.

Soon, however, came news which brought Babur out of his 
retirement. Shaibani had crossed the Khojend river, and was 
plundering the districts of Shahmkhia and Bishkint. On the 
chance of striking a blow at his enemy, Babur got to horse at 
once. The expedition, however, was not a success. The 
Uzbcgs had retired before Babur came up ; the weather was 
so bitter that he lost several men from the cold ; and on the 
way back his dear friend Nuyan Kukuldash, the owner of the 
Samarkandi sword, met his death under suspicious circum
stances near the home of a private enemy.1 This last tragic 
event upset Babur very much. “  His death made me strangely 
sad,”  he says ; “  for few men have I felt such grief. I wept 
unceasingly for a week or ten days.”  2

The spring came, and with it another raid of Shaibani, 
this time round about Auratipa. Again Babur attempted to 
strike at. him, and again he escaped. Babur was now wearied 
of inaction. “  It passed through my mind,”  he says, “  that 
to wander from mountain to mountain, homeless and house
less, without country or abiding-place, had nothing to recom
mend it. ‘ Go you right off to the Khan,’ I  said to myself.”
No sooner said than done. Babur set off with his few 
followers, and joined his uncle in Tashkint. The Khan was 
in the midst of a demonstration in force against Tambal, who 
had been raiding Auratipa. Babur came just in time to 
witness the curious Mongol ceremony of acclaiming the 
standards, which he describes in some detail; but was dis
gusted to find that his uncle did not mean to make any real 
attempt against the tremy. “ This move of the Khan’s,”

He was found dead at i■ bottom of a ravine, and the store was 
that he had fallen down in a drunken condition when on his wav home 
from an entertainment at his enemy’s house. Babur did not behove it 
and bo was in a position to judge.

* A. S. Beveridge, 152.
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“  was rather unprofitable : to take no fort, to befttfl  j 
no foe, he went out and went back 1 ’ 1

Babur was now to experience the bitterest fate which can 
befall a sensitive prince— dependence upon the charity of his 
relatives. “  During my stay in Taslikint,”  he writes, “  I 
endured much poverty and humiliation. No country, or hope 
of one. Most of my retainers dispersed; those left, unable 
to move about with me because of their destitution! If I 
went to my uncle’s gate, I went sometimes with one man, 
sometimes with two. It was well he was no stranger, but 
one of my own blood.”  3 To do the Khan justice, he seems 
to have tried to be kind to his unfortunate nephew: Babur 
speaks always of him in the most affectionate terms, using 
the word dado, (father) to describe him. Most of the young 
prince’s troubles seem to have arisen from the lack of outlet 
for his energy. He chafed against inaction, and he found versi
fication, which he now took up, but small solace. Anything 
was better than this purposeless existence. With character
istic love of adventure, he decided to go to China— a country 
which he had always wished to visit, apparently because it 
was remote and the journey was dangerous. The difficulty 
was to get away from his relatives, who interpreted every 
desire to travel as a sign that something had been lacking in 
their hospitality, and thereupon redoubled their attentions.
At last he hit upon the excuse of going tovisit his uncle Ahmad, 
the younger Khan, who had lived remote for twenty years in 
the fastnesses of Northern Mughalistan, with the object of 
persuading him to join forces with his brother against Shaibani.
But, as fate would have it, Ahmad Khan took it into his head 
at that very time to pay the visit himself, and Babur’s excuse 
fell to the ground.

Babur gives a brilliant sketch of this strange new uncle 
of his, whom no one had seen for so long. “  He was a man of 
singular manners,”  writes Babur, “  a mighty master of the 
sword, and brave. . . . He never parted with his keen-edged 
sword, it was either at his waist or to his hand. He was a 

1 A. S Beveridge, 157.. *TIbid.
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says. “  was rather unprofitable : to take no fort, to b eg tfl  j 

. no foe, he went out and went back ” 1
Babur was now to experience the bitterest fate which can 

befall a sensitive prince— dependence upon the charity of his 
relatives. “  During my stay in Tashkint,”  he writes, “  I 
endured much poverty and humiliation. No country, or hope 
of one. Most of my retainers dispersed; those left, unable 
to move about with me because of their destitution! If I 
went to my uncle’s gate, I went sometimes with one man, 
sometimes with two. It was well he was no stranger, but 
one of my own blood.”  3 To do the Khan justice, he seems 
to have tried to be kind to his unfortunate nephew: Babur 
speaks always of him in the most affectionate terms, using 
the word dada (father) to describe him. Most of the young 
prince’s troubles seem to have arisen from the lack of outlet 
for his energy. He chafed against inaction, and he found versi
fication, which he now took up, but small solace. Anything 
was better than this purposeless existence. With character
istic love of adventure, he decided to go to China- a country 
which he had always wished to visit, apparently because it 
was remote and the journey was dangerous. The difficulty 
was to get away from his relatives, who interpreted every 
desire to travel as a sign that something had been lacking in 
their hospitality, and thereupon redoubled their attentions.
At last he hit upon the excuse of going tovisit his uncle Ahmad, 
the younger Khan, who had lived remote for twenty years in 
the fastnesses of Northern Mughalistan, with the object of 
persuading him to join forces with his brother against Shaibani.
But, as fate would have it, Ahmad Khan took it into his head 
at that very time to pay the visit himself, and Babur’s excuse 
fell to the ground.

Babur gives a brilliant sketch of this strange new uncle 
of his, whom no one had seen for so long. “  He was a man of 
singular manners,”  writes Babur, “  a mighty master of the 
sword, and brave. . . .  He never parted with his keen-edged 
sword, it was either at his waist or to his hand. He was a 

1 A. S Beveridge, 157.. ''Ibid.
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\ ^ \ J S y ^ t l e  rustic and rough of speech, through having gro\in/Jp-J 
- ''"-ii: an out-of-the-way place.” 1 None the less, Ahmad was a

stickler for etiquette, and was mightily disconcerted when 
Babur happened to meet him unceremoniously, in the course 
of a ride. In his old-fashioned, long Mongol dress, surrounded 
by his retainers in their coats of Chinese satin broidered with 
stitchery, and their green shagreen saddles, he presented a 
striking figure in Babur’s eyes. But he received his nephew 
kindly, and gave him a dress of his own, which served as a 
disguise so complete that, as Babur relates with glee, even 
Khwajah Abu’l Makaram did not know him as he rode in his 
uncle’s train, but inquired: “  Who is this honoured Sultan ? ”  3

The two brothers, the Elder and the Younger Khans, met 
with great ceremony.

They then took council together, and determined to 
expel Tambal, now virtual master of Farghana in the name 
of: Jahangir, and to restore Babur. With a joint force of some 
30,000 men they marched for Andijan, leaving Tashkint, as 
Mil Khwand tells us,3 on July 21st, 1502.4 It was agreed that 
Babur, in command of a strong detachment, should work 
round by Ush and Auzkint, and turn Tambal’s rear, while 
the Khans, with the main body, should attack him in front. 
The movement promised brilliantly : Ush gladly surrendered : 
Marghilan followed its example after a day or two, and the 
whole countryside welcomed Babur with the greatest en
thusiasm. The capital, Andijan, alone held out south of the 
river; but to the north, Tambal was still master, and re
mained watching the Khans carefully, in a strongly-fortified 
camp near Akhsi. Twice did Babur attempt Andijan itself, 
which was only kept from returning to its loyalty by Tambal’s 
garrison, and each time success was prevented by a mischance. 
The first occasion saw two divisions of the attacking party 
fall foul of one another in the darkness through a mistake in 
the password; the second occasion witnessed a greater 
disaster. The circumstances were as follows. Tambal’s

1 A. S. Pevoridge, 160, 161. * Ibid., 161.
3 Rauziit-us-Safa. * Muharrnui 15th.
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were in a bad way : his garrison in Andijan was beginV jl^J  
V ; niug to disperse, his friends had lost heart, and Babur was 

assured by all that the capital was his. Accordingly the young 
prince advanced, dispersed at nightfall a handful of troops 
which barred his passage, and encamped at the outskirts of 
the city, prepared to enter next day at his leisure. So 
confident was he of his triumph, that he encamped on level 
ground, without posting sentries or vedettes.

Meanwhile Tambal, aghast at the success which Babur 
was winning in the south, determined to see whether his own 
presence would not turn the tide. He broke up his camp near 
Akhsi, and rode hard for Andijan. Babur had been informed 
of this movement on the part of his adversary, but with the 
rashness of inexperience, took no' precautions against it. 
Tambal arrived at the very time when he was least expected, 
and surprised Babur’s careless camp.

Babur’s force was dispersed, his chance of seizing Andijan 
was lost, and there was nothing for him to do but to rejoin 
his uncles. The Khans had moved away from Akhsi in pursuit 
of Tambal, and were now close to Andijan. They received 
him very kindly : Ahmad Khan in particular congratulating 
him on his bravery, and sending his own surgeon to treat 
his wounds. But Babur was’dismayed to find that the places 
which had submitted were being assigned to the Younger 
Khan, not to himself, the rightful owner. The Akhsi country, 
which was poor, was assigned to Babur, while the rich southern 
country was given to Ahmad. The Elder Khan said very 
frankly that his brother, being remote from his own land, 
must have a base : that when they had made full preparations, 
they would expel Shuibani from Samarkand, reinstate Babur, 
and take Parghana as their reward. The plan was not un
reasonable, on the face of it, but Babur did not trust his uncles. 
However, it had to be. Some of his men openly advised him 
to make peace with Tambal, divide the country with him, 
and expel the Mongols. But Babur, to his honour, refused to 
entertain the notion. “  Would that be right ? ”  saidjie. “ The 
Khans are my blood relations : better serve them than rule for
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V4V ^ t u a M .” 3 Babur accordingly, set out to reduce the district^} ^ j  
' of Akhsi, while the Khans besieged Andijan—a curious reversal^ 

of the previous plan of operations.
No very striking success was obtained by either party.

The Khans had no claim upon the allegiance of the Andijanis, 
who would not yield to them. Babur failed to surprise Akhsi, 
and nearly lost Pap, which had admitted his men, through the 
carelessness of the commanding officer. Yet Tambal s affairs 
looked so unpromising, that he determined to make an attempt 
to divide his antagonists. If he could come to some agreement 
with Babur, the Khans would have no standing ground : and 
must either retire or openly acknowledge an intention to 
deprive their nephew of his dominions. Accordingly, Shaikh 
Bayazid, Tambal’s brother, who commanded in Akhsi, sent 
Babur a pressing invitation to go there. Babur gave the 
Khans a hint of what the enemy’s probable intentions were, 
and they urged Babur to go to Akhsi and take the first oppor
tunity of laying hands on Bayazid. This Babur refused to do, 
out of a sense of honour, but agreed to enter Akhsi and try and 
win him over. Babur accordingly accepted Bayazid s proposals, 
entered the city, and was given camping ground in the outer fort.

Tambal, however, had one trump card left. He invoked 
the aid of Shaibani. The ruler of Samarkand, well aware that 
the ruin of Tambal would mean an immediate attack upon 
himself, determined to take the offensive. Telling Tambal 
that he was soon ooming, he encouraged him to hold out.
The Khans, who were not prepared for the advent of a foe so 
formidable, at once broke up their camp in confusion, and 
marched round by Marghilan, in order to regain their own 
country without coming into contact with Shaibani. Tambal 
was hard at their heels, and the country-people, who had 
been treated very badly by the barbarous Mongol troopers, 
rose everywhere behind them. Before relating the disasters 
which overtook them, we must follow the fortunes of their 
nephew.

One morning, when Babur was in the hot bath, who should 
1 A. S. Beveridge, 109.
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but his brother Jahangir, a fugitive from Tambal 

-^VRambars ally the terrible Shaibani. He told Babur of the 
retreat of the Khans, and urged him to seize his host Bayazid 
and defend Akhsi. But Babur, with a fine sense of honour, 
reiused to break his word even under these circumstances, 
though Bayazid had time to withdraw into the citadel, and 
hold it for his brother. Thither a few hours later, came Tambal 
himself, with a strong force of two or three thousand picked 
men. The mischief was done ; but Babur, with his five or 
six score, determined to hold the town itself. At one time it 
looked as though a fight might be avoided, for Shaikh Bayazid 
came spurring up with talk of peace, and Babur agreed to a 
conference. But at the last moment Jahangir, to Babur’s 
great indjgnation, treacherously kidnapped the envoy, and 
thus brought about a struggle which both sides would rather 
have avoided. How the forces of Babur were finally driven 
out of the town is vividly described by that prince, and is here 
reproduced in Mrs. A. S. Beveridge’s spirited rendering:—

“  One side of the town was put into Jahangir Mirza’s charge ; as 
h13 men were few, I told off some of mine to reinforce him. I went 
hrat to his side and posted men for the fight, then to other parts of 
the town There is a somewhat level, open space in the middle of 
Akhsi; I had posted a party of braves there and gone on when a 
large body of the enemy, mounted and on foot, bore down upon them 
drove them from their post and forced them into a narrow lane’ 
Just then I came up (the lane), galloped my horse at them, and 
scattered them in flight. While I was thus driving them out, from 
the lane into the flat, and had got my sword to work, they shot my 

"  ' • f ° fS® m tlle !f g ; lfc scumbled and threw me there amongst them
7 got up quickly and shot one arrow off. My squire Kahil (luzv) 
had a weakly pony; ho got off and led it to me. Mounting this 
1 started for another lane-head. SI. Mull. Wais notioed tho 
weakness of my mount, dismounted and led me his own. I mounted 
that horse. Just then, Qasim Beg’ s son, Qambar-ali came, wounded, 
from Jahangir Mirza and said the Mirza had been attacked some 
time before, driven off in panic, and had gone right away. We 
were thunderstruck ! At the same moment arrived Sayyid Qasim 
the commandant of P ap ! His was a most unseasonable visit

e°^x.
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\ y < g i cq'dt suoh a crisis it was well to have such a strong fort in oukU-l^J 
hands. Said I to Ibrahim Beg, 1 What’s to be done now ? ’ He was 
slightly wounded ; whether because of this or because of stupefaction, 
he could give no useful answer. My idea was to get across the bridge, 
destroy it and make for Andijan. Baba Sher-zad did very well 
here. ‘ We will storm out at the gate and get away at once,’ he said.
At his word, we set off for the Gate. Khwaja Mir Miran also spoke 
boldly at that crisis. In one of the lanes, Sayyid Qasim and Nasir’s 
Dost chopped away at Baqi Khiz, I being in front with Ibrahim Beg 
and Mirza Quli Kukuldash. As we came opposite to the Gate, we 
saw Shaikh Bayazid, wearing his pull-over shirt above his vest, 
coming in with three or four horsemen. He must have been put 
into the charge of Jahangir’s men in the morning when, against my 
will, he was made prisoner, and they must have carried him off when 
they got away. They had thought it would be well to kill h im ; 
they set him free alive. He had been released just when I  chanced 
upon him in the Gate. I drew and shot off the arrow on my thumb : 
it grazed his neck, a good shot! He came confusedly in at the Gate, 
turned to the right and fled down a lane. We followed him in
stantly. Muza Quli Kukuldash got at one man with his rugged- 
mace and went on. Another man took aim at Ibrahim Beg, but 
when the Beg shouted ‘ H a i! H a i! ’ let him pass and shot me in 
the arm-pit, from as near as a man on guard at a Gate. Two plates 
of my Qalmaq mail were ou t; he took to flight and I shot after him.
Next I shot at a man running away along the ramparts, adjusting 
for his cap against the battlements ; he left his cap nailed on the wall 
and went off, gathering his turban-sash together in his hand. Then 
again, a man was in flight alongside me in the lane down which 
Shaikh Bayazid had gone. I pricked the back of his head with my 
sword; he bent over from his horse till he leaned against the wall 
of the lane, but he kept his seat and with some trouble made good 
his flight. When we had driven all the enemy’s men from the Gate, 
we took possession of it, but the affair was past discussion because 
they, in the citadel, were 2000 or 3000, we, in the outer fort, 100 or 
200. Moreover, they had chased off Jahangir Mirza, as long before 
as it takes milk to boil, and with him had gone half my men. This 
not withstanding, we sent a man, while we were in the Gate, to say 
to him, ‘ If you are near at hand, come, let us attack again ! 1 But 
the matter had gone past th at! Ibrahim Beg, either because his 
horse was really weak or because of his wound, said, ‘ My horse is
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On this, Sulaiman, one of Mull. Ali’s Mubashir’s servants,^ 

did a plucky thing, for with matters as they were and none con
straining him, while we were waiting in the Gate, he dismounted 
and gave his horse to Ibrahim Beg. Kiohik (little) ’Ali, now the 
Governor of Koel, also showed courage whilo we were in the Gate ; 
he was a retainer of SI. Muh. Wais and twice did well, here and in 
Aush. We delayed in the Gate till those sent to Jahangir Mirza 
came back and said he had gone off long before. It was too late to 
stay there ; off we flung ; it was ill-judged to have stayed as long as 
we did. Twenty or thirty men were with me. Just as we hustled 
out of the Gate, a number of armed men came right down upon us, 
reaching tho town-side of the drawbridge just as we had crossed. 
Banda-oli, the maternal grandfather of Qasim Beg’s son, Hamza, 
called out to Ibrahim Beg, ‘ You are always boasting of your zeal!
Let’s take to our swords ! ’ ‘ What hinders ? Come along ! ’ said 
Ibrahim Beg, from beside me. The senseless fellows were for dis
playing their zeal at a time of such disaster ! Ill-timed zeal! That 
was no t ime to make stand or delay ! We went off quickly, the enemy 
following and unhorsing our men.”  1

With Tambal’s men hard at his heels, Babur galloped oS.
One by one his worse-mounted followers were overtaken and 
unhorsed, and at last only he himself was left, while his 
pursuers were reduced to two. Fearing to drive him to 
extremes, they swore to lead him to his uncles the Khans, but 
treacherously sent to inform the Alchsi authorities of the young 
prince’s whereabouts. Meanwhile they concealed him, as 
they pretended, from pursuit, but in reality, from the sight 
of parties of his friends who were looking for him. Yusuf, 
Bayazid’s commandant, arrived at last with a party to arrest 
him. Babur, who was prepared for death, knelt down in a 
corner of the garden where he was hiding, and performed the 
proper ceremonies for quitting this life.

At this precise moment, tantalisingly enough, the Memoirs 
break off for some sixteen months. Somebody, probably 
Babur’s great-grandson, the Emperor Jahangir,2 was so vexed 
that he wrote an elaborate ending to the adventure, which

1 A. S. Beveridge, 174-6.
8 Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, ed. Rogers and H. Beveridge, i. 109.
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hah slipped into the text, and is reproduced in full by P%v|i l  j
Courteille and Lane Poole. According to this, Babur’s 

friends rode up just in time to save him from assassination, 
arrested his captors, and escorted him in safety to the Khans 
in Andijan. Unfortunately, there is not only a grave dis
crepancy of style between this passage and the rest of the 
Memoirs; but there are gross errors of chronology and cir
cumstance. The Khans were not in Andijan at all, the names 
of Babur’s rescuers are mentioned nowhere else, and the par
ticulars of his subsequent movements are erroneous.1

Rescued he was, however ; but of the particulars we know 
nothing. For his doings during the next sixteen months, we 
have to rely on other sources of information, particularly the 
Shaibani-nama.2 He succeeded in joining his uncles, and was 
given a command of 1000 men. Farghana was now entirely 
in the hands of Shaibani, but the Khans did not propose to 
endure quietly the blow that had been inflicted upon their 
pride. Collecting their resources throughout the winter, they 
determined on a joint campaign. Shaibani, seeing that the 
struggle was to be deadly, retired to Samarkand to order his 
affairs for the contest. Babur’s brother Jahangir took ad
vantage of this withdrawal to seize Khojend.

The first incident in the campaign of 1503 was the siege 
and capture of Khojend by Shaibani, after a hard struggle. 
Meanwhile the Khans and Babur had advanced into Farghana, 
and were now in the neighbourhood of Akhsi. They designed 
to march straight on Andijan, which was once more in the 
possession of Tambal. The mass of their troops had been 
left in Tashkint to watch Shaibani, while they themselves 
moved quickly with a light force. By way of additional 
precaution, Auratipa was held by Muhammad Husain Kurkan,

1 The credit of having finally demonstrated the spuriousness of this

Eassage, which occurs both in the Ilminski and the Hyderabad codices, 
ut. not in the Persian translations, is due to Mrs. Beveridge. Sec Appen

dix D. to her Fasciculus I., where the question is fully discussed.
8 Further information is afforded by the Tnrikh-i-Ilashidi, the Habib- 

us-Siyar, and the Alim arai Abasei, which are the sources of the connected 
nai rotives found in Firishta (II. 23), and Khwafi Khan (Munlakhab ul 
Lnlab, Bib. Ind. edition, vol. i., etc,).
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’  \ was to delay Shaibani as long as possible. But i w S  I
V^^Vi^fenuiately for themselves, they lingered some days neat-'* 

^^^ -A kh si, where Bayazid, doubtless by Shaibani’s orders, was 
delaying them by talking of surrender. Skaibani, on his part, 
dexterously slipping between the forces set to watch him, 
descended like a thunderbolt in overwhelming force upon the 
two Khans.1 So quickly did he move, that he arrived at the 
same time as the couriers who hurried to warn them. The 
decisive action took place at Archian.2 The Khans were 
utterly routed ; their force dispersed ; they were captured and 
brought to Shaibani. He spared their lives, at least for the 
moment, and dismissed them with marks of favour. “  With 
your help and assistance,”  he is reported to have said, “  I 
have won my power. I took you captive, but do not kill you ;
I let you go.”

The subsequent fates of the unlucky brothers are briefly 
to be told. Ahmad the younger retired to Mongoliatan, and 
shortly died, of sheer mortification. The story goes that as 
he pined away, his servants imagined that Shaibani had 
poisoned him, and counselled him to take an antidote. The 
Khan sighed and said: “  Shaibani has indeed poisoned me. 
From a low degree of abasement he has raised himself to 
such a pitch that he has been able to take us two brothers 
prisoners, and set us free again. From this disgrace my 
malady arises. If you know of an antidote for this sort of 
poison, it will be useful indeed.”  3 The elder brother also 
withdrew to the same desolate haunts, where Shaibani con
temptuously allowed him to remain unmolested. But being 
treacherously persuaded to leave his security and come to 
Farghana, he was basely murdered, with five of his sons, by 
Shaibani’s orders. This was five years after the fatal battle.

Meanwhile, what of Babur ? Not having his Memoirs to 
help us, we have to fall back on other sources of information. 
He succeeded in escaping from Shaibani in the rout of Archian,

1 He is said to liavo had 30,000 mon to tho Khans’ 15,000.
* Tarikh-i-Rashidi. The battle was fought in Cancer, a.h. 908 (June, 

1503).
3 Tarikk-i-Raehidi.
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with a very few followers attempted to take the rchra 

heading to Auzkint. But he found his way blocked: Shaibani 
had given orders for his capture, and to pursue his route 
would be extremely hazardous. He retraced his steps, and by 
devious paths managed at last to reach the hill country of Sukh 
and Hoshyar. For nearly a year he wandered about in great 
distress and misery, dependent for his safety upon the friendli
ness of the half-savage tribes of that region.1 At this point 
the Memoirs are resumed, and he allows us to see him as he 
wanders homeless and hemmed in with enemies. His followers 
were only 300 strong, half naked, with sticks for their only 
weapons : shod in rough shoes, and clad in rags. There were 
only two tents among the whole party : Babur gave his own to 
his mother, who had managed to evade Shaibani and rejoin 
her sons.2 But with all this misery, which might have broken 
the spirit of many a man, Babur retained his cheeriness. Not 
even two successive pieces of bad fortune could overcome 
him : the first, the desertion of his brother Jahangir, who left 
him. and fled to Khorasan ; the second, the cowardice of Sultan 
Husain Mirza Baiqara, who, instead of leading the surviving 
Timurids against Shaibani, as Babur had hoped, sent a long- - 
winded message to the effect that he would remain on the 
defensive.

Well might Babur have despaired; but the miseries he 
underwent merely strengthened his determination to battle 
on in the face of fortune. We shall see in the next chapter 
how his pluck and perseverence were once more crowned with 
the reward they deserved, and how by the freak of chance his 
feet were set fairly on the road which was to lead him direct- 
to the Empire of Hindustan.

1 Habib-vs-Siyar, ii. 318.
* Perhaps, as Mrs. Beveridge suggests, through the good offices of 

her daughter Khnnzada, Shaibani’s wife.

— G0|̂\
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CHAPTER IV

KABUL

4uifcon«,-e*.-arfmr - «ama; Ha6»-w - Siyar; Tarikh-i - M W  .*
Ahsan-ul-Tatoarikh; Piriahta ■ ShtUbam-nama.

Modern Works.—Erskino ; Lane Poole.
The apathy of Sultan Husain Mirza Baiqara was destined to 
have a great influence upon the fortunes of Babur. It spurred 
him to take decisive action, and it put ant endt o  his life of 
wandering in desert places. For not only did he realise with 
clearness that he must depend entirely upon his own energies , 
he also foresaw that Shaibani would soon take advantage of 
the divisions of the House of Timur to destroy its members 
in detail. The Uzbeg chief having taken Andijan from lam bal 
was already advancing on Hisar and Qunduz and the most 
ordinary considerations of prudence urged Babur to remove 
himself as far as possible from his enemy’s neighbourhood.

There was one kingdom which seemed to offer some sort 
of opportunity to a landless prince, and to it Babur now turned 
his attention. It is said i that in the course of his wanderings, 
he had met at Tirmiz a certain Amir Muhammad Baku-, who 
uneasy at the growing power of the Uzbegs, proposed to support 
him with men and money. Babur, who was tired of moving 
from square to square like a king on a chessboard, asked his 
host frankly what he considered the most promising base 
from which to undertake operations against the Uzbegs. Amir 
Muhammad Bakr replied with equal frankness that it was no 
good thinking of Farghana, which, like many other kingdoms, 
was now entirely in Shaibani’s hands ; and suggested that the 
young prince might try his fortune in Kabul.

i For the whole story see Firishta, ii. 23.



V. \ f̂§)> Kabul, as we have already seen,1  had belonged to B a b u r ^  I 
'\; 'C paternal uncle Ulugh Beg Mirza, who had rided it first as ar 

"^prince, and later, after the death of his father Abu Saiyid 
Mirza, as independent king. Ulugh Beg had died in 1501, 
leaving as heir an infant son, Abd-ur-razzak Mirza. In conse
quence, the realm soon relapsed into anarchy. Everyone who 
could raise troops declared his independence. The power was 
first seized by a certain Zikr Beg, who ruled so arbitrarily that 
he was shortly afterwards assassinated. This caused fresh 
internal commotions, which, in their turn, invited the attacks 
of external foes. The neighbouring district of Garmsir was 
ruled by Zu-n-nun Beg Arghun, Sultan Ahmad Mirza’s old 
retainer, whose defence of Auratipa against Babur we have 
already noticed. Zu-n-nun’s youngest son, Muhammad 
Muqim, took advantage of the troubles in Kabul to invade the 
country with a body of Hazara troops, forcing the rightful 
heir, Abd-ur-razzak, to seek refuge among, the Afghans. 
Muhammad Muqim. at the time when Babur first began to 
turn his eyes towards Kabul, had not only taken peaceful 
possession of the capital, he had also married a daughter of 
the late ruler; he had held his position for about two years 
and felt himself comparatively secure.2

Babur, however,*had no intention of allowing Kabul to 
slip away from the Control of his house, which had already 
suffered such grave diminution of power. Although at the 
moment his resources were extremely small, yet he had received 
many overtures from the Mongol mercenaries in the service of 
Khosru Shah. These men, always careful of their own skins, 
had begun to realise that their upstart master, able though he 
was, was but a man of straw compared with Shaibani, who 
must shortly sweep him aside without effort. Babur, on the 
other hand, in addition to being a prince of the blood and a 
warrior of repute, was known to be looking out for a sphere of 
activity v'hich would put him for the moment beyond the reach. 
of the Uzbegs. The determination of these Mongols to desert 
Khosru was strengthened by the news of Shaibani’s advance on 

1' Above, p. 23. 1 Firishta, ii. 24.
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P r o h i t ^ h ! ^ ?  aS( llC f lik6d t ie  Mong°ls> was not above 
« * ■ *  tkeu' treachery. Moreover., he hated Khosru
r lt  l rn°i mef u V “  the murderer of his cousin Baisanghar and
el ow ° f hf .  Cr in SultaU bllt also as a t n n L r S g

s iu l a r  k  r ' f  an breeding’ Wt°  had once S p la yed  l  snigular lack of courtesy at a time when he himself had chanced
to be passing through the Qunduz country with a small
flo w in g . Accordingly, the prince had no com— tioT  in
thp&P \nf  t ie overtuies of Khosru’s followers, who deserted
man on 'w hom T ^  tb°USands’ leavinS him without a single 
put D 1 ie couId rely. He was compelled perforce to 

r Babur s service, on the condition that his life should 
be spared and his private fortune respected.!

Babur, to his honour, stood fast by his engagement and 
refused t .  4 t a ,  E »  to f l*  y o u n g W
he formal blood-claun for the injuries inflicted nnr>„ 1 ;

with th f  br0tf 6rS' Kh°3ni was givcn an escort and dismissed 
S v l  HiTp ! fgS ° f CameIs laden witb gold, silver and 
hn't Vi' dl ™1' and component remained in Babur’s hands • 

here was little of value except coats of mail and horse

troops ^  Wh‘Ch W6ie Sliaied ° Ut among the ill-fUrnished

Babur was eager to get out of the Dushi country, where 
t} ne“  was> as flmckly as possible, for the advance parties of 
the Uzbegs were already in touch with his men. A c c S d L v

He GhUrbUnd W the directi°n of £ &
MuoinS ! v / ? hUn faC!tlC,n co™pletely by surprise.8 Sherak
hearing of h ^ 5 ’ * “  lyJ“ 8 aCr°SS Babur’8 Path> not through 
frm-n 8 f bl3 advance- but m order to keep Abd-ur-razzak
S X ’ S f v ' * '  b J L  d e f i e dbherak entered the service of his conqueror. An

Kh0Sra 0f Ws
4 w £ r Z arM  fflO G ft*  °f **  * * *  of Kabul by Babur in tl •

v i  m S S 122’^ 11 caused their master t0  leave bis territories amf J _ jm the direction of Kabul.
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y. \ (̂ 3  advance was then made upon Kabul, which was surrem ^fcl 
X^yp-yM^Muqim after a mere show of resistance. The uBurpeinvflf“ i 

allowed to march out with his retainers, goods and effects, 
and retire in peace to his father and brothers in Qandahar.
As was uspal, the Mongol troops gave trouble during the occupa
tion : Babur had already found it necessary to beat one of 
their braves to death for stealing a jar of oil by force ; and 
now they attempted to plunder Muqim in his retreat. Jahan
gir Mirza and Nasir Mirza, who had been selected to escort the 
withdrawing chieftains, could do nothing to quell the tumult. 
Babur himself had to get to horse and have some half-dozen of 
the most unruly soldiers shot or cut down. This was, however, 
the only difficulty which attended his occupation of the city.
“  It was in the last ten days of the Second Rabi (October, 1004) 
that without a fight, without an effort, by Almighty God’s 
bounty and mercy, I obtained and made subject to me Kabul 
and Ghazni and their dependent districts.”  1

The importance of Kabul was fully realised by B abur; 
master of that country, he could turn his eyes either west to 
Samarkand or east to Hindustan. “  Kabul is,”  he says,
“  the intermediate point -between Hindustan and Khorasan.”  
Possessed of it, he had once more a base from which he could 
commence operations against his foes the Uzbegs. To make 
head against them was the problem which for some time 
engrossed him. For, as we shall see, it is not until his projects 
in the west have been brought finally to  ruin, that he deter
mines, after some dozen years or more, to concentrate his 
attention from henceforth exclusively upon the affairs of 
Hindustan. Babur, however, did not feel strong enough to 
undertake active measures against the Uzbegs until he had put 
his house in order. For the next year or so he was fully occu
pied with the affairs of his new kingdom.

The first step was to divide the spoils. To Jahangir Mirza, 
Ghazni and its dependencies were given, while Nasir Mirza 
had the district of Ningnahar with some let important places. 
Some of the begs in their turn received villages to be, held as 

1 A. S. Beveridge, 199.
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KABUL 8^

V \  /but Babur very carefully kept the capital, and the w h o l ^ ^ l  ,
'A\: aistrici dependent upon it, known as the Kabul tuman, in

-- his iown hands. Perhaps on account of this policy, perhaps 
because of the smallness of the country’s resources, there was 
not enough booty to satisfy all the followers who had flocked 
to Babur's standard. He therefore attempted to raise money 
by taxation; but being ignorant of the resources of his new 
domain, he made the assessment intolerably heavy. Rebellions 
resulted, the Hazaras being particularly insubordinate. Babur 
determined, therefore, to make an example of them, but his 
expedition was not very successful. It being absolutely 
necessary to get supplies from some quarter, he made up his 
mind to lead a raid in the direction of Hindustan. He marched 
along the straight Peshawar-Attok road, went through the 
Khyber, and then, inst ead of crossing the River Sindh, inarched 
on Kohat. Here he found much cattle and corn, which was 
seized. He then marched towards Bangash, skirmishing 
perpetually with the Afghans, storming their sangurs, and 
making minarets of their heads. He lost much of his spoil, 
however, and had to keep his forces perpetually on the alert 
against surprise attacks. Every night the army was drawn 
up in the battle array, right, left, centre and van. Babur 
himself, with other members of his staff, went the rounds in 
person. By way of emphasising the danger of the position, 
soldiers found absent from their posts had their noses slit, 
and in this plight were led through the ranks as a warning to 
their comrades. The whole army was divided into six corps, 
each of which took it in turns to form the rearguard for a day 
and a night. Thanks to these precautions Babur was able to 
make his way through very dangerous country without serious 
disaster. He marched into Desht, and then south along the 
skirts of the Mehtar Sulaiman, finally reaching the Sindh at 
Bilah, a dependency of Multan. Here a conspiracy was 
revealed, headed by Baqi Chaghaniani, to place Jahangir on 
the throne instead of Babur, whom masterfulness was now, a.< 
ever, displeasing to his more ambitious followers. But Jahangir,
Bke a dutiful brother, revealed the plot, which in consequence '

G
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\ v J § § ^ ^ P -e to nothing, and the army returned to Kabul by j
' : Ghazni. But while one brother had behaved well, the other

was giving Babur considerable cause for anxiety. Nasir, 
instead of following on after Babur, as. had been his orders,

. thought fit to send a private raiding expedition against the 
people of Nur Valley. This came to utter disaster through 
the incompetence of the commander. Nasir, anxious to escape 
from the rebuke he deserved, was looking for some opportunity 
to avoid meeting Babur, when he suddenly received news that 
the country of Badakhshan was in revolt against the Uzbegs. 
Without delay he marched iu that direction. Unfortunately, 
he fell in with Khosru, who, after a short exile at the court of 
Sultan Husain Mirza Baiqara of Herat, had, like Nasir, sought 
to find some profit in the revolt of Badakhshan. W ith con
siderable difficulty, Nasir persuaded Khosru to withdraw, 
and that adventurer finally marched against Qunduz with 
a handful of desperate men. There he met a well-deserved 
fate, being taken and executed by the Uzbegs. Nasir, on 

, the other hand, was gladly received by the Badakhshanis, 
and succeeded after some difficulty in making himself prince 
of that region. J

These events took place itf- the summer of 1505. About 
the same time, Babur determined on another expedition. His 
project was delayed, first by the death of his mother, then by 
an attack of fever, and finally by a great earthquake, which 
did much damage to Kabul.1 At last he was free to move ; 
but at the earnest request of Jahangir and Baqi Chaghaniani, 
he marched against Khilat instead of Kandahar, which had been 
his first objective. After some trouble he captured the place, 
but was annoyed to find that neither of the promoters of the 
expedition would consent to garrison and hold an outpost so 
remote. There was nothing to be clone but to retire.

Perhaps in consequence of this, Babur took the earliest

1 Firishta says that Babur’s behaviour at this time of public calamity 
endeared him to his new subjects; but I have not been able to find 
earlier authority for the statement, apart from what Babur’s character 
would lead one to expect.

AN EMPIRE BUILDER OE THE 16TH CENTOS*



J ,1̂ ^ ^ ^ jr  *̂ * * /' x^J> ^  M

THK STOBM1NO OF K1IILAT.

(Agra Codex.)



of ridding himself of Baqi Chaghaniani, w h ^ ^ X j  
\JjjW plence was becoming quite intolerable. That nobleman 

was in the habit of resigning his office periodically, being well 
aware of his power and prestige. Babur surprised him, how
ever, by accepting his resignation the next time it was offered.
The astonished minister thereupon reminded his master of 
a promise that until nine faults had been committed, no action 
should be taken against him. The prince replied, not without 
some enjoyment, we may suppose, by sending a list of eleven 
offences, all undeniably serious. Baqi then saw that the game 
was up, and retired with much ill-gotten wealth in the direction 
of Hindustan. Before he reached that country, however, he 
was overtaken by the consequences of his own misdeeds ; for 
be was murdered by a private enemy, and his goods fell to the 
slayer. ✓

Bor the next month or so, Babur’s attention was taken up 
by a punitive expedition against the Hazaras, who had done 
a variety of insolent things, and had made the roads unsafe. 
Marching with a light force, he took them by surprise, rushed 
a defile which guarded the approach to their winter camp, and 
Put the camp itself to flight. Large numbers of sheep and 
horses were brought off. The expedition, though successful 
ju its objects, had for Babur one very unpleasant consequence, 
the exposure to cold and hardship vras too much even for his 
u’on constitution; it brought on a severe attack of sciatica,
I'hich kept him to his bed for forty days. Nor were Babur’s 
1 Is merely those of the body. He wTas much disturbed at this 
Line by the conduct of his brother Jahangir, who, conscious that 

is conduct had not been blameless, suspected his brother, 
quite groundlessly, of plotting his ruin. The worthless young 
DQan, "'lio was already a confirmed drunkard, suddenly resolved 
to quit Babur and seek his fortune elsewhere. He marched 
quickly to Ghazni, plundering and murdering as he went, and 
f on drew off through the Hazara country to the Mongol clans 

Mai and the summer-pastures thereabouts, This step gave 
nbur much cause for anxiety. He knew well how eagerly 

‘ is enemies would receive Jahangir and make use of him as a



v.\  §||tjJrftl in the game of politics. But while the prince was m c ^ j ^ j 
' ;• fating how best to circumvent this new move on his brother s 

part, there came the call to action for which he had so long been 
preparing. Sultan Husain Mirza Baiqara, roused at last, 1 
summoned the House of Timur to rally under his leadership 
for a joint attack upon the Uzbeg foeman.

The prince of Kabul was only too eager to obey. “ If 
others went on their feet,”  he says, “  it became me to accom
pany them, were it upon my head; if others went against 
Shaibani with sticks, it was my business to go were it only 
with stones.”

Nor was it merely his hatred of Shaibani that urged him. 
Concerted action of this kind, in conjunction with othermembers 
of the house of Timur, would be the best possible counter to 
Jahangir’s intrigues. Once more, however, his hopes were 
doomed to disappointment. Scarcely had Sultan Husain 
started to lead his army out against the Uzbegs, when death 
suddenly overtook him on May 5th, 1506.2

Babur had already set out to join the Sultan before the 
news of this fatality arrived. But before quitting the country, 
he desired to reduce Jahangir’s power of doing mischief. Ac
cordingly, with a band of light horsemen, he made a sudden 
raid, caught Jahangir unawares, and so alarmed him that his 
forces melted away like snow. It was just after the prince 
had returned from this expedition that couriers came bringing 
him a mixed budget of news. He learnt with dismay of the 
death of Sultan Husain Mirza Baiqara; but the bad tidings 
were to some extent offset by the information that Nasir 
Mirza had scored a brilliant success against a strong force of 
Uzbegs which had attempted to invade Badakhshan. Babur 
determined to act in accordance with his original plans, and 
join the Herat forces against Shaibani; for he had heard that 
Badi-uz-Zaman Mirza and Muzalfar-i-Husain Mirza, who had

1 Probably by Shaibani’s siege and capture of Khwarizm, after a 
gallant defence of ten months.

1 Zu'lhijja 11th, a .h . 911. Babur gives a long account, of bis glories 
and of the culture of his court, based largely upon the Habib-us-Siyar.
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'^■Seen'declared joint heirs of Sultan Husain Mirza Baiqara, w ereT l! .  1 
x ^ o a g e r  to re-embark upon the campaign which had been broken 

off by their father’s death. By this time, they had marched out 
of Herat, and were now at Murghab. Here, on October 26th,
1506, Babur joined them, after Jahangir had at last been 
persuaded to give in his submission and receive his brother’s 
ready forgiveness.

There was a great contrast between Babur and his cousins, 
the joint rulers of Herat. Babur himself, though but twenty- 
four years old, was a tried warrior, and a monarch of much 
experience. The two Mirzas, somewhat older than himself, 
were extremely cultured and charming people, but they 
possessed little notion of ruling a kingdom, and none at 
all of conducting a campaign. At first, perhaps from sheer 
indolence, they seemed inclined to treat Babur a little cava
lierly ; but after one vigorous protest on his part, they gave 
him no further grounds of complaint. He was entertained 
magnificently, and everyone made much of him. But he 

* chafed against the enforced idleness, for, as he bitterly remarks, 
while the Mirzas were feasting, Balkli was being reduced by 
Shaibani. Perhaps the Mirzas, on their part, were a little 
jealous of their warrior cousin : despite their own apathy, 
they declined to allow him to beat off a party of Uzbeg raiders 
which had appeared insultingly close to the cam p; and as 
winter was drawing on, they pressed him to accompany them 
back to their capital Herat in terms which made refusal im
possible. Despite the fact that he feared the political effect 
°f a prolonged absence from Kabul, Babur allowed himself to 
be persuaded into visiting Herat. Here he spent a very 
pleasant holiday of twenty days, going out to dinner every 
mght, seeing all the sights—which he catalogues with a con
scientious thoroughness which might arouse the emulation of 
the modern American tourist— and falling desperately in love 
with his cousin Ma’suma-Sultan.

But he soon awakened once more to the sterner things of 
bfe. Anxiety as to Kabul was beginning to oppress him, and 
bis desire to regain his own country was quickened both by the
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y. knowledge that his ease-loving cousins were not likely t(TT® ^j 

 ̂ much service against the Uzbegs, and by the realisation
that, despite their lavish offers of hospitality, they had assigned 
him no proper winter quarters. Accordingly he started on the 
perilous journey across the mountains to. Kabul. The diffi
culties and hardships through which he passed were terrible, 
and he had a narrow escape from perishing altogether from cold 
and exposure. His own account is sufficiently spirited to be 
worth reproducing in full in Mrs. Beveridge’s admirable 
rendering.

“  From the Langar of Mil’ Ghiyas we had ourselves guided past 
the border-villages of Gharjistan to Chaoh-charan. From the 
almshouse to Gharjistan was an unbroken sheet of snow; it was 
deeper further on ; near Chach-charan itself it was above the horses’ 
knees. Chach-charan depended on Zu’n-nmi Argliun ; his retainer 
Mir Jan-airdi was in it now; from him we took, on payment, the 
whole of Zu’n-nun Beg’s store of provisions. A march or two 
further on, the snow was very deep, being above the stirrup, indeed 
in many places the horses’ feet did not touch tho ground.

“  We had consulted at the Langar of Mir Ghiyas which road to 
take for return to Kabul; most of us agreed in saying, ‘ It is winter, 
the mountain-road is difficult and dangerous; the Qandahar road, 
though a little longer, is safe and easy.’ Qasim Beg said, ‘ That 
road is long; you will go by this one.’ As he made much dispute, 
we took the mountain-road.

«  Our guide was a Pashai named Pir Sultan (Old Sultan ?). Whether 
it was through old age, whether from want of heart, whether because 
of the deep snow, he lost the road and could not guide us. As wo 
were on this route under the insistence of Qasim Beg, he and his 
sons, for his name’s sake, dismounted, trampled the snow down, 
found the road again and took the lead. One day the snow was so 
deep and the way so uncertain that we could not go o n ; there 
being no help for it, back we turned, dismounted where there was 
fuel, picked out 60 or 70 good men and sent them down the valley 
in our tracks to fetch anyone soever of the Hazara, wintering in the 
valley-bottom, who might show us the road. That place could not 
be left till our men returned three or four days later. They brought 
no guide. Once more we sent Sultan Pashai ahead, and, putting our 
trust in God, again took the road by which wre had come back from
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(• V yhei’e it was lost Much misery and hardship were endured in tho^^i T  /\ x. wqsTWFr "■ / 1 i A Ik. J'\X," days, more than at any time of my life. In that stress I com-
— "posed the following opening couplet:—

‘ Is there one cruel turn of Fortune's wheel unseen of me ?
Is there a pang, a grief my wounded heart has missed ? ’

“  We went on for nearly a week, trampling down the snow and 
not getting forward more than two or three mile3 a day. I was 
one of the snow-stampers, with 10 or 15 of my household, Qasim 
Beg, his sons Tingri-birdi and Qambar-i-’ali, and two or three of their 
retainers. These mentioned used to go forward for 7 or 8 yards, 
stamping the snow down, and at each step sinking to the waist or 
the breast. After a few steps the leading man would stand still, 
exhausted by the labour, and another would go forward. By the 
time 10, 15, 20 men on foot had stamped the snow down, it became 
so that a horse might be led over it. A horse w-ould be led, would 
sink to the stirrups, could do no more than 10 or 12 steps, and would 
be drawn aside to lot another go on. After we, 10, 15, 20, men had 
stamped down the snow and had led horses forward hi this fashion, 
very serviceable braves and men of renowned name would enter the 
beaten track, hanging their heads. It was not a time to urge or 
compel! the man with wall and hardihood for such tasks does them 
by his own request! Stamping the snow down in this way, w o got 
out of that afflicting place in three or four days to a cave known as 
the Khawal-i-quti (Blessed cave), below the Zirrin-pass.

That night the snow fell in such an amazing blizzard of cutting 
'nnd that every man feared for his life. The storm had become 
extremely violent by the time we reached the khawai, as people in 
those parts call a mountain-cave or hollow. We dismounted at its 
mouth. Deep snow ! a one-man road ! and even on that stamped- 
(!own and trampled road, pitfalls for horses ! The days at their 
shortest! The first- arrivals reached the cave by daylight; others 
kept coming in from the Evening Prayer till the Bed-time one ; later 
lhan that people dismounted wherever they happen c d to be ; dawn 
shot with many still in the saddle.

“ The cave seeming to bo rather small, I took a shovel and shovelled 
out a place near its mouth, the size of a sitting-mat, digging it out 
breast-high, but even then not reaching the ground. This made me 
a kttlo shelter from the wind when I sat right down in it. I did not 
go into the cave, though people kept saying ‘ Come inside, becauao 
thij was in my mind, ‘ Some of my men in snow and storm, I in th e



y  V S J e y t  of a warm house ! the whole horde outside in misery
inside sleeping at ease! That would be far from a in airs7 

Set, quite another matter than comradeship! Whatever hardship 
and wretchedness there is, I  will face; what strong men stand, I 
will stand; for, as the Persian proverb says, to die with friends is 
a nuptial. Till the Bed-time Prayer I sat through that blizzard 
of snow and wind in the dug-out, the snowfall being such that my 
head, back, and ears were overlaid four hands thick. The cold of 
that night affected my ears. At the Bed-time Prayer some one, 
looking more carefully at the cave, shouted out, ‘ It is a very roomy 
cave, with place for everybody.’ On hearing this I shook off my 
roofing of snow and, asking the braves near to come also, went inside. 
There was room for 50 or 60 ! People brought out their rations, 
cold meat, parched grain, whatever they had. From such cold and 
tumult to a place so warm, cosy and quiet!

“  Next day the snow and wind having ceased, we made an early 
start and we got to the pass by again stamping down a road in the 
snow. The proper road seems to make a detour up the flank of the 
mountain, and to go over higher up, by what is understood to bo 
called the Zirrin-pass. Instead of taking that road, we went straight 
up the valley-bottom (qvl). It was night before we reached the 
further side of the (Bakkak-) pass; we spent the night there in the 
mouth of the valley, a night of mighty cold, got through with great 
distress and suffering. Many a man had his hands and feet frost
bitten; that night’s cold took both Kipa’s feet, both Siunduk 
Turkman’s hands, both Ahi’s feet. Early next morning we. moved 
down the valley ; putting our trust in God, we went straight down, 
by bad slopes and sudden falls, knowing and seeing it could not be 
the right way. It was the Evening Prayer when we got out of that 
valley. No long-memoried old man knew that any one had been 
heard of as crossing that pass with the snow so deep, or indeed 
that it had ever entered the heart of man to cross it at that time of 
year. Though for a few days we had suffered greatly through the 
depth of the snow, yet it3 depth, in the end, enabled us to reach our 
destination. For why ? How otherwise should we have traversed 
those pathless slopes and sudden falls ?

4 All ill, all good in the count, is gain if looked at aright! ’
“  The Yaka-aulaug people at onco heard of our arrival and our 

dismounting; followed, warm houses, fat sheep, grass and horse- 
oorn, water without stint, ample wood and dried dung for fire3 1
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y - i a  .escape from euoh snow and cold to such a village, to such warijty £  j  
idryeuings, was oomfort those will understand who have had our 
trials, relief known to those who have felt our hardships. We 
tarried one day in Yaka-aulang, happy of heart and easy of mind; 
marched 2 yighach (10-12 m.) next day and dismounted. The day 
following was the Ramzan Feast; we went on through Bamian, 
crossed by Shibr-tu and dismounted before reaching Janglik.1

After resting and refreshing his troops, Babur determined 
to attack the winter camp of the troublesome Turkman 
Hazaras, who, unaware of his presence, were lying across his 
road. He made a sudden rush upon them, scattered them, 
took several captives, and drove off large numbers of horses 
and sheep.

About the time when he was engaged in the exploit, 
Babur received news from Kabul which made him glad that 
he had pressed on despite the difficulties of the weather, it 
seemed that Muhammad Husain Mirza Dughlat, who had 
sought refuge with Babur from the Uzbeg storm, had taken 
advantage of his host’s absence to stir up rebellion in a most 
ungrateful manner. Sedulously spreading a report that Babur 
had been kidnapped by the two Mirzas of Herat, he won ovec 
the Mongol troops in Kabul to support him in the design of 
setting up Wais Khan, the youngest son of Sultan Mahmud 
Mirza, as Padshah. The town was in the hands of the insur
gents, but the citadel, under the command of the trusty Mulla 
Baba of Pashaghar, held out for Babur.

That prince acted with his usual energy. Arranging with 
the loyal garrison that a sortie should be made when his men 
lighted a fire on the top of a neighbouring hill, he pressed 
forward to the attack. After a sharp but confused skirmish 
the rebels were completely dispersed, and Babur was once 
more master. The chief culprits were all kinsmen of his own, 
and though he acted with his usual clemency, he was bitterly 
disappointed at their treachery.

When this trouble was settled, Babur resumed his usual

1 A. S. Beveridge, 308-311.
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u X ^ ^ m ip a t io n  of heading punitive expeditions against the reftey-1  j 
• ... Ilous tribes whose misdeeds disturbed his kingdom. About this

same time his position was considerably strengthened by the 
misfortunes which overtook his two brothers, always possible 
rivals and pawns in the hands of his enemies. The elder. 
Jahansir, died suddenly from the effects of drink, while the 
younger, Nasir, was expelled from his new kingdom of Badakli- 
shan as a result of his own foolishness, and came back, humbled 
and repentant, to seek service and forgiveness.

Meanwhile, in Khorasan, events were moving quickly, 
Shaibani, realising the calibre of his opponents, determined to 
make a direct attack upon the country— a thing he would 
never have dared to do in the time of Sultan Husain Mirza 
Baiqara. At the court of Herat, confusion reigned supreme. 
The two brothers, though better friends than might have been 
expected, were just sufficiently jealous of one another to make 
effective co-operation very difficult. They were lying with 
their army in their summer retreat of Baba Khaki, not having 
decided either to engage the enemy, or to defend Herat. The 
strongest, though unfortunately not the wisest, man about them 
was Zu-n-nun Arghun, the lord of Qandahar. So jealous was 
he of his authority that when a knowledgeable man proposed 
a sound scheme of campaign, namely, to put a garrison in 
Herat, and retire to the hills with a powerful covering force, 
Zu-n-nun, putting his trust in silly prophecies,1 undertook 
to beat the invaders by himself. He took no precautions, he 
issued no orders; and when Shaibani with forty or fifty thousand 
Uzbeg veterans advanced against Herat, Zu-n-nun was so foolish 
as to oppose him with some hundred and fifty followers. He 
was. of course, swept off the field, captured, and executed. 
The Mirzas ran away like arrant cowards, leaving their women, 
children and goods to the pleasure of the invaders. The whole 
of the Khorasan country fell into Shaibani’s hands, practically 
without resistance. The victory of the Uzbeg chief was

i He was told that the stars wore holding commerce with certain 
soothsayers, who announced that he was to be entitled ‘ Lion of God,’ 
and w as to overcome the Uzbegs.
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\ ^ S < l T plete ’ his Power was at its height. He had crushed i
' . ..^Tlmurids, and had seated himself upon the thrones of all the 

kingdoms they had held save only the throne of Kabul. It 
was perhaps not surprising that he behaved in a somewhat 
arrogant manner. Deeming it incumbent upon himself to 
maintain the reputation for culture enjoyed by the Herat 
court of the late years, he turned his attention from the sword 
to the pen, correcting the handwriting of famous culligraphists 
and the drawing of famous artists, instructing learned divines 
in theology and exegesis : and—crowning offence of all in 
Babur’s eyes!—perpetrating a large quantity of very bad 
verse.

Perhaps Babur may be pardoned for looking at his great 
rivals’s literary efforts with a prejudiced eye. The triumph 
of Shaibani was now so complete that the posit ion of the prince 
of Kabul was one of extreme danger. Not merely were his 
hopes of recovering his old kingdom entirely destroyed, at least 
for the moment: in addition, there was good reason to fear 
that his new possessions might be seized by the terrible Uzbeg. 
Being so far the weaker party, Babur had good reason for think- 
mg that his only chance of successful resistance lay in quick 
aggression. Accordingly, when Shah Beg Arghun and Muqim 

eg Arghun, the heirs of the luckless Zu’n-nun, invited Babur 
to receive the submission of Qandahar and lead a joint expedi
tion against the Uzbegs, he did not hesitate to accept the offer.
After taking counsel with his begs, he got his army to horse, 
and rode for Qandahar. On the way, an accident occurred 
which shows how far Babur’s disposition contrasted with that 
of other warriors of his time.

“ In Qalat the army came upon a mass of Hindustan traders, como 
iiere to traffic, and, as it seemed, unable to go on. Tho general 

opinion about them was that people who, at a time of such hostilities, 
are coming into an enemy’s country must be plundered. With this, 

owever, I did not agree; said I, ‘ What- is the traders’ olfence ?
We> looking to God’s pleasure, leave such scrapings of gain aside, 
o Most High God will apportion our reward. It is now just as it 

was a short time bank when we rode out to raid the Ghilji; many of

f [ ( w r \ r  KABUL



xp ? y ° u ' then were of one mind to raid the Mahmand Afghans, thejtJLj 
'S'>s\̂Wy . y]?$$P£sQp and goods, their wives and families, just because they were 

within five miles of you ! Then as now I did not agree with you.
On the very next day the Most High God apport ioned you more 
sheep belonging to Afghan enemies, than had over before fallen to 
the share of the army.’ Something by way of peshkash (offering) 
was taken from each trader when we dismounted on the other side 
of Qalat.”  1

While he was marching from Qalat to Qandahar, he was 
joined by two fugitives princes, who desired to experience his 
unvarying kindliness. One was Wais Khan, who had been 
allowed to go to Khorasan after the failure of his attempt to 
usurp Babur’s place at Kabul : the other was Abd-ur-razzak 
Mirza, son of the last ruler of that country, by many considered 
the rightful heir. But despite the formidableness of these 
refugees from the political point of view, they were very kindly 
received, and treated with every consideration. /

The Arghuns of Qandahar, as Babur approached, began to 
change their attitude towards him. Probably they had not 
expected such an ample response to their request for alliance; 
they may have guesssed that they had invoked a spirit too 
powerful for them, and may have decided that it was better to 
serve a distant Shaibani than a Babur close at hand. To 
Babur’s requests for an interview that measures might be con
certed against the Uzbegs, they returned unfriendly answers, 
addressing their letters in a manner which implied that Babur 
was their inferior.2 He attempted several times to come to 
some agreement with them, but his overtures being continually 
repulsed, he grew angry at having been enticed upon a fool’s 
errand, and decided to attack them. He moved along the skirt 
of Qandahar hill, resting and refreshing his men. Suddenly, 
when about half his little band of 2000 men were scattered 
about the country foraging, the Arghuns, with six or seven

1 A. S. Beveridge, 331.
- ,shat Beg also bad the insolence to put his seal in tho middle of 

the reverse side of tho letter—a position adopted when a great beg wrote 
to a smaller bog.
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’ ., thousand men, made a rush upon the camp. Two things saved!/.LA
Babur : the excellent discipline of his troops, and the fact that 
his left was protected by a number of tree-tangled canals, 
which the enemy, despite immensely superior numbers, could 
not force. Without any confusion Babur’s men fell in under 
their appointed leaders, each leader knowing his exact position 
in van, centre, right or left. By sheer valour the right and the 
centre drove back the forces opposed to them, and then turned 
to the succour of the sorely-pressed band which was holding 
the difficult passages on the left. When the general advance 
was sounded, the enemy broke and fled. So complete was 
their disaster that they had not even time to secure Qandahar 
itself, and the city surrendered to Babur after a short parley.
A vast mass of treasure fell into the hands of the victors. The 
country was handed over to Nasir Mirza to console him for the 
loss of Badakhshan, and Babur himself v.ith the mass of the 
troops withdrew, laden with plunder.

The reason which had induced him to retire after his exploit 
may be briefly told. He was afraid of Shaibani. As he well 
knew, Shah Beg and Muqim, on the outbreak of hostilities, 
had thrown themselves into the arms of the Uzbeg leader. 
Shaibani, at their request, came swiftly down on Qandahar 
ky the mountain road, hoping to surprise Babur. Failing in 
this design, he laid siege to the town, wiiich he took ; but 
the citadel held out under Nasir Mirza. As matters grew less 
hopeful, Nasir slipped out and retired to Ghazni, leaving a 
few trusty begs with instructions to resist as long as possible.
Just as the place was on the point of falling, however, Shaibani 
suddenly raised the siege and marched away, for he had heard 
that his haram, which he had left in Nirah-tu, had been 
threatened by the movement of some rebels.

Despite the failure of Shaibani's expedition, the mere 
presence of the Uzbeg in a place so close as Qandahar was 
seriously alarming to Babur. He prudently resolved to put as 
wide a space as possible between himself and his foeman. In 
September, 1507, after some discussion, it was decided that he 
should march in the direction of Hindustan The project was

§ f  ||f \p  KABUL I J i t
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T ^ ^ t o d o n e d  at an early date, because soon afterwards came h h  

news that Shaibani bad retired. None the less, the fact that the 
expedition was planned at all is significant of the manner 
in which Babur’s aims and ambitions were gradually being 
turned, by force of circumstances, from the West to the East,
We shall see in the next chapter how, from his base at Kabtil, 
he succeeds step by step, with some occasional distractions, in 
building up for himself a practicable pathway, by which, when 
the time is ripe, he will advance towards the acquisition of the 
Empire of Hindustan,
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CHAPTER V

SAMARKAND ONCE MORE

Authorities.— Babur - nunia; Tarihh • i - Raslndi; Ahsan - us - Siyar; 
Habib-us-Siyar; Sliaibani Nama; Alim arai Abassi; Firishta; Alril 
Faze; Khufi Khan.

Modem IForfcs.—Erskine ; Lano Poolo.

It was after the retirement of Sliaibani from Qandahar had 
removed all immediate danger, that Babur decided to declare 
himself in name what he had long been in fact, the head of the 
descendants of Timur. “  Up to that date,”  he says, “  people 
bad styled Timur Beg’s descendants Mirza even when they 
were ruling ; now I ordered that people should style me 
Padshah.”  The assumption of this title is very significant; 
it was equivalent to claiming supremacy not merely over all 
the Chagatai and Mongol tribesmen who had once owned the 
sway of his paternal and his maternal grandfather, but in 
addition, over all princes of the same stock. Nor can there 
be any doubt that Babur’s achievements justified his claim.
Quite apart from the prominent part he had played in all the 
great events of recent years, he was now stronger than he 
uad been for some time. He had defeated the Arghuns abroad; 
he had put down rebellion at home, and was now firmly estab- 
bhed in the vantage-ground of Kabul.

Hut he was not long destined to enjoy his new honours in 
peace, for while he was absent on one of hiB customary expe
ditions, a formidable rebellion was hatched in favour of Abd- 
ur-razzak, the son of the last ruler of Kabul. The immediate 
occasion of the outbreak was perhaps the birth of an heir to 

abur—a child afterwards known to fame as the Emperor
■



\V-JSS/H pm ayun. Tliis seemed to deprive the house of UlugbtJJeJyJ 
' -: Mirza of all chance of regaining the throne.1 It was proposed

to make Abd-ur-razzak ruler not only of Kabul and Ghazni, but 
also of Badakshan, Qunduz, and the territories formerly held by 
Khosru Shah. As usual the trouble began with the Mongol merce
naries. These soldiers of fortune, who had deserted Khosru Shah 
in his hour of need, found that then- new master did not come 
up to their expectations. He was too strict: he put down 
plundering with singular severity ; and he looked for implicit 
obedience to orders. When Babur returned in May, 1508, 
he received several warnings that sedition was rife among 
them ; but the actual outbreak seems to have taken him 
unawares. One evening as he sat in the Audience Chamber 
of the Char Bagh, Mirza Khwaja came up, and told him that 
the Mongol troops were unquestionably disaffected, although 
it was not certain that Abd-ur-razzak was an accomplice, or 
that the outbreak would come soon. Babur dismissed the 
matter, feigning to treat it lightly, and went off to the haram 
as usual. His first warning of serious trouble was the desertion 
of his pages and men-at-arms. He then realised his danger, 
but was nearly captured before his bodyguard had rallied 
round him. Practically the whole of the Mongol auxiliaries 
must have been tampered with, for in the last resort he found 
himself, with his little band of five hundred devoted followers, 
confronted by more than three thousand rebels. With his 
usual dash, Babur, instead of taking to the hills, determined to 
stake his throne and life upon the issue of a fair fight in the 
open. It was one of his greatest battles, and we should give 
much to possess one of his own vivid descriptions of the actual 
struggle. Unfortunately, just previous to this time, May 
1508, the Memoirs break off for eleven years. But from 
parallel sources, particularly the Tarikh-i-Raskidi and the 
Habib-us-Siyar, we can get a very fair idea of what took place.

1 For the events of this rebellion the most important source is the 
Tarikk-i-Rashidi. Good brief connected narratives are found in Firishta 
(ii. 30) and Khwafi Khan. The Habib-us-Siyar is extremely useful, 
and with the Tarilch-i-Rashidi forms the basis of most later accounts.
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\ \  i l l  y 1.  ̂action was most desperately contested, but was finaroi I ; 
$ TO°d against the rebels by the personal prowess of the Pad- 
SJiah himself. With his own sword he encountered and defeated 
one after the other five champions of the rebels.* This was 
too much for his antagonists, who fled in dismay. He won a 
decisive victory, and his triumph was crowned by the capture 
of the graceless Abd-ur-razzak. In his hour of prosperity Babur 
did not forget his customary kindliness ; the rebel leader was 
generously treated and set at liberty.2

Eor the rest of the year 1508 and for the whole of the year 
1509> wc know little of Babur’s doings. He seems to have 
occupied himself principally in regulating the internal affairs 
01 his llttle kingdom, and in preparing himself for whatever 
new surprise Fortune might have in store. For the moment, 
here seemed no other outlet for his activities. So far as 

■Hindustan was concerned, the time was not ripe; and so far 
as Samarkand was concerned, Shaibani was still powerful 
as ever. In 1509, indeed, Babur had a most unpleasant 
reminder of the existence of his cruel enemy ; for there came 
o him two desolate fugitives, both cousins of his own, who had 

escaped by a hair’s breadth from the death commanded by 
ha! bam. One was a young man of twenty-one, Sultan Sa‘id 

Jvnan Chagatai, son of Sultan Ahmad Khan ; the other was a 
ioy o eleven, Haidar Mirza Doghlat, who was afterwards to 

oecome famous as the author of the Tarikh-i-Raskidi. They 
'eie received with the kindness and courtesy which were 
scorning almost proverbial.

sudden w 7  ^knagined,”  “ 7" Haidar Mirza, “  how I  enjoyed so 
of nn - \ lau.sitl0n to comfort, ease, and abundance from a state 
th e ^ „i misf° rtune> suffering and hardship, which had rendered 
can T WCf  ’y  °f lts confmement within the cage of the body. How
good tm1*  Sh™  ®uffioient thankfulness ? May God reward him with 

mgs. l  hue I passed a long time in the service of the Emperor,

Nazar^Bahml'nfn? th° na®ea as follows: Ali Shab-kur, Ali Sietani

“•.‘a s  * k s s j s s ? o[
executed.—{'in" jjJb6Ucd aSain> aad this time h« was taken and

H
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\y>-<" -rni pjgkeot happiness and freedom from care: and he was for ^
'■ l . either by promises of kindness or by threats of severity, encourag

ing me to study. If ever he noticed any little virtue or new acquisi
tion, he would praise it in the highest terms, commend it to every
body, and invito their approbation. All that time the Emperor 
showed me such affection and kindness as a fond father shows his 
son and heir. It was a hard day for me when 1 lost my father, but 
the bitterness of my desolation became scarcely perceptible, owing 
to the blessed favours of the Emperor.”  1

But Babur was soon to find occupation of a more exciting 
nature than succouring the distressed. Towards the end of 
1509 there came to Kabul news that must have roused him 
like a trumpet call. Shaibani, the arrogant, the faithless, the 
cruel, had in the height of his power gone one step too far, 
and had aroused the enmity of the terrible Shah Ismael Safawi, 
monarch of a rejuvenated Persian empire and champion of the 
Shia sect.2 The story of the quarrel between the two men is 
among the most famous tales of Eastern history. Some of 
Shaibani’s troops had plundered the borders of Shah Ismael’s 
dominions. To the envoys sent to demand redress, Shaibani 
returned an insulting answer, despatching moreover to Ismael 
a beggar’s dish, in.allusion to the sanctified poverty which had 
always marked the family from which the Shah claimed descent. 
Ismael received the taunts of the Uzbeg leader with feigned 
humility, saying that he proposed to make a pilgrimage to the 
shrine' of the holy Imam Reza, and that he hoped to take the 
opportunity of waiting upon the Khan. In return for liis 
present, he sent him a spindle and a distaff, with the message :
“  Lo, I have tightened my girdle for a deadly contest, and have 
placed the foot of determination in the stirrup of victory.
If thou wilt meet me like a man, face to face in battle, our

1 Taribh-i-Easlndi, Elias and Ross’ translation. Despite Haidar 
Slirza’H gratitude to Babur, he cannot condone the subsequent relations 
with iShah Ismael, the account of which is marked by considerable 
injustice to his benefactor.

' s For the struggle between the two men see the Habib-v-Siyar, the 
Alim ami Abassi (f. 29b-33a), the Ahsan-vs-Siyar, and tho Tarikh-i- 
Eashidi. Of. Erskine, i. 298-300.
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\v\ ^Jtfa ti'e l will at once be decided. But if thou would’st rarpy |  1 
into a corner, then thou mayest find what I have sent 

thee of some use.”
Shah Ismael was as good as his word. He set his armies 

in motion, took his foe by surprise, and drove Shaibani into 
Merv, a city in the north of Khorasan. •• He defeated a cover
ing force, and then laid siege to the town. But finding that the 
Uzbeg garrison, headed by Shaibani were making a spirited 
resistance, he resolved on a ruse. He wrote that he regretted 
being unable to await Shaibani’s convenience at present, as 
circumstances necessitated his withdrawal; but that he hoped 
to be fortunate enough to meet him On a subsequent occasion.
He then marched off, as though in full retreat. Shaibani rushed 
out of Merv in hot pursuit, was drawn ten or twelve miles away 
from safety by a series of minor successes carefully arranged 
for him, and suddenly found himself between a river and the 
whole Persian army. The bridge behind him had been seized 
by a body of troops in ambush, and the Uzbeg was attacked 
in front by 17,000 of the famous veteran cavalry of Shah 
Ismael. To a contest under these conditions there could be 
but one issue. After a desperate resistance Shaibani’s force 
was defeated; he and his entire following were driven into a 
sarai, where they were surrounded. They perished to a man. 
This was at the beginning of December, 1510.1

The news of the termination of the duel between Ismael and 
Shaibani, and of the final destruction of his dreaded rival, 
reached Babur before the end of the month. It was com
municated to him by his cousin Wais Khan, who had been 
for some time established in Badakhshanx At first, tidings 
were uncertain. “  It is not known, wrote Wais Mirza,

i '['here is a good account of tlio battle in tho Alim ciYui Abcissi, f. • -1 u.
a After the expulsion of Nasir Mirza, Wais Mirza was persuaded to 

try his fortune in Badakhshan, urged thereto by his mother, Shah Begam.
Ho found the country in great confusion, divided into three principalities, 
each under a few powerful and many potty chiefs. After many mis
fortunes, in the course of which hn had lived, and his mother hau died, 
in prison, he succeeded in asserting his claim, and in being recognised 
as king of tho country. He seems to have died in a.ii. 920 (a.d. 1520) 
when Badakhshan fell into tho hands of Bibru.—Tankh-i-Bashidt.
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^ ^ ^ y v m e t h c r  Sliahi Beg Klian Las been killed or not. All ^
X^^|£z1jegs Lave crossed tLe Amu—about 20,000 Mongols, who 

e t the Uzbeg at Merv, Lave come to Qunduz. I have come 
erc also. He then invited Babur to join him in an attempt 

to recover their ancestral dominions.1
Rubur needed no spur. Directly he received the news, he 

put asir Mirza in charge of Kabul, crossed the mountains, 
a. S ^ith him his two little sons, Humayun and Kamran, 

winter though it was, and reached Qunduz and the Mirza in 
anuary, 1511. Here he found the Mongol troops already 

mentioned, who, being in overwhelming force, 20,000 to 5000
0 abm s men, appear to have contemplated deposing him, 
and putting his guest Sultan Sa‘id in his place. But Sultan
1 a id refused to take any part in injuring his benefactor.

“  During the period of the hurricane of Shahi Beg Khan’s con- 
quooCj Avhen the buffetings of the waves of calamity and contention 
bashed m pieces the ships of the life and prosperity of the Mongol 

a - ans, I sav ed myself upon the plank of concealment and arrived 
at length at the island of Kabul, which Babur Padshah had contrived 
to save from the violent shocks of the billows of events, and where 

• b en vas. On this island the Emperor protected me with the 
utmost benevolence. Now that I have attained the shore of pros- 
a^act ”  ungrateful would it be for me to perform so ignoble

T own request he and his too-zealous adherents were
ispatc led to Andijan, where Mirza Haidar’s uncle was busy 
living out the Uzbegs, and was calling for assistance.

or Lis part, Babur advanced on Hisar, and passed the 
river j mu, but found that the Uzbegs of that quarter, despite 
their defeats, were still too strong for him. He therefore 
returned to Qunduz without fighting, on the look-out for allies.

e opportunity for which he was seeking soon arrived. While 
be was in Qunduz there suddenly came a body of Shah Ismael’s 
troops, honourably escorting Babur’s elder'sister Khanzada,
1’V °’ a^er ^lc death in battle of her successive husbands,

1 Tarikh-i-liaahidi. 2 Ibid.
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ail(i  Saiyid Hadi, had fallen into the hands o f U leL i 
' i P e r s i a n s .  There came also at the same time an embassy from 

Shah Ismael, offering his friendship. Here at last were the 
allies for whom Babur had been looking. He promptly de- 
spatched Wais Mirza with thanks and gifts—gifts which the 
Persian court historians, Khwandamir, Mirza Barkhwardar 
Turkman, and Mirza Sikandar, regard in the light of the tribute \ 
rendered from a political inferior to his suzerain.1

Ismael received the embassy kindly, and agreed to furnish 
the required assistance— at a price.2 The price was somewhat 
heavy. Babur was to substitute the Shah’s name for his own 
in the Khutba, was to stamp it on his coinage, and—most 
onerous of all— was to encourage the spread of Shia doctrines, 
throughout any conquests he made in the rigidly Sunni 
dominion of Samarkand. As we shall see, this last stipulation 
was to be the rock on which Babur’s fortunes were to suffer 
shipwreck. Hard as they were, the terms were evidently 
accepted by Wais Mirza on behalf of his principal; for a small 
reinforcement was at once given to him, and a large body of 
Ismael’s troops, under the leadership of Ahmad Beg Safawi,
Ali Khan Istilju, and Shahrukh Sultan 3 Afshar were ordered 
to hold themselves in readiness to support Babur so soon as 
the agreement should have been ratified.

Meanwhile, that prince had been getting to work on his own 
behalf. He moved once more against Hisar, and encamped

1 Despit-' the emphatically contradictory views expressed by Indian 
historians like Abu’l Fazl, Firishta, and Khufi Khan, there is nothing in 
this that need cause surprise. There was no reason why Ismael should 
help Babur. No tie of kinship bound them : the one was a mighty 
omperojv the other still a petty prince. But if Babur should admit tho 
supremacy of tho Persian king, the situation would at oneo be altered. 
Ismael would be bound in honour to assist his vassal. Tho story of the 
Persian court historians seems in its main facts eminently reasonable; 
and tho unfortunate ending of tho alliance would uccount fully for Babur’s 
silence in the matter.

2 Tho Persian historians mako this very clear. Tho Indian historians, 
and oven tho Tarikh-i-Rashidi, slur it over as much as possible. Tho 
Tarikh-i-Rashidi is here so much biassed as to be unreliable.

3 Tho Habib-us-Siyar and tho Ahsan-ut-Siyar agree in calling him 
Shahrukh Beg.
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!x- s i d e  of the Surkh-ab, in the vicinity of Wakhbif1̂ ^  
"l^^where he was watched by a powerful Uzbeg force across the 

river. He lay there for a mouth awaiting reinforcements, 
and was then joined by Wais Mirza who had hurried up with 
a small body of Persian troops. Evidently the conclusion of 
his alliance with Ismael became known to the Uzbegs very 
shortly, for they decided to attack him before the arrival of 
the main body of Persian auxiliaries despatched to his assist
ance. Accordingly, the Uzbegs one morning swam the river 
and fell upon Babur, who promptly retired to a stronger 
position near Abdara. They vigorously attacked his left, 
which was posted on a hill, but after a brief success, failed to 
make any impression.2 They then turned to retrace their 
steps, for the absence of water made camping out of the question; 
but, as so often happens with Eastern armies, the retreat 
became, under pursuit, a disorderly rout. The entire force 
broke up : the principal begs were captured, and executed out 
of hand by Babur, who then advanced in the direction of Hisar.

I he Padshah now bethought himself of his new ally and 
overlord, Shah Ismael. Promptly ratifying the proposed 
agreement, he asked for speedy and effective support, express
ing a hope that the whole of Transoxiana would quickly be 
reduced, and promising not only to stamp on his coins the 
images of the Twelve Imams, but even to adopt the Shia dress 
himself. Ismael in return despatched the powerful force 
which had been prepared for the purpose, and seems to have 
agreed that Babur should issue coins as usual in his own name 
throughout his “  hereditary dominions ”  n—that is, apparently, 
l’ arghana and Kabul. This implies that Babur was to be 
Shah Ismai 1 s vassal only for such territories as might be 
recaptured from the Uzbegs at present in occupation of them.

1 Ahsan-us-Siyar.
' Haidar Mirza gives a lively account of the battle of Abdara. wkioli 

he witnessed. Ho is very proud of the fact that when Babur's left, 
under Wais Mirza, was driven baok by tho Uzbegs who mounted the left- 
hand hill, the balance was restored by a contingent of hi. own troops 
under Jan Ahmad Mnka.—Tarikh-i-liashidi. '

8 Habib’iis-Siyar and Ainan-iu-Siyar.
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his powerful body of allies and auxiliaries, B;Mi1^  
Nv'2ix-.2l&6ssed straight on to Bokhara, sweeping the Uzbegs before 

him as he advanced. But his name was worth more than many 
legions to him. The people of town and countryside alike 
welcomed him with the greatest enthusiasm. Bokhara readily 
submitted, and Babur felt himself strong enough to dismiss 
the Persian auxiliaries with thanks and presents. They must 
have been uncomfortable allies, rabid Shias as they were, in 
that land of uncompromising Sunnis : moreover they served 
as a perpetual reminder of his vassalage to Shah Ismael. He 
would not mar the glories of his long-desired “  joyous entry ”  
into Samarkand by their presence. But though they went, 
they left behind their master’s representative, Muhammad 
Jan, as Babur was shortly to realise to his cost. For the 
moment, however, no cloud marred the sky. Nor in the hour 
of his triumph did Babur forget the claims of his cousin Wats 
Mirza, who was confirmed in the sovereignty of Hisar Shad- 
man, Khutlan and Badakhshan.

From Bokhara Babur went straight to the city of Timur, 
the scene of so many of his triumphs and despairs. It was in 
October, 1511, that he re-entered Samarkand, after an absence 
of nine years. The rejoicings of the populace were heartfelt.
As Mirza Haidar says :

“  All the inhabitants of the towns of Mavara-un-Nahr, high and 
low, nobles and poor men, grandees and artisans, princes and 
peasants, alike testified their joy at the advent of the Emperor. He 
was received by the nobles, while tho other classes were busy with 
the decoration of the town, the streets and bazaars were draped with 
cloth and gold brocades, and drawings and pictures were hung up 
on every side. The Emperor entered the city in the middle of the 
month of Rajab in the year 917, in the midst of such pomp and 
splendour as no one has ever seen or heard of, before or since. The 
angels cried aloud, ‘ Enter with peace,’ and the people exclaimed,
‘ Praise be to God, Lord of the Universe.’ The people of Mavara-un- 
Nahr, especially the inhabitants of Samarkand, had for years been 
longing for him to come, that the shadow of his protection might be 
cast upon them.”

' G°î X
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None the less, the elements of disaster were already 
present. Mirza Haidar goes on :

“  Although in the hour of necessity, the Emperor had clothed 
himself in the garments of the Shias, which was pure heresy, nay, 
almost unbelief, the people hoped that when he mounted the throne 
of Samarkand, and placed on his head the diadem of the holy Sunna 
of Muhammad, that he would remove from it the insignia of the Shah.
But the hopes of the people of Samarkand were not realised. For 
as yet the Emperor did not feel able to dispense with the aid of 
Shah Ismael, nor did he feel himself sufficiently strong to cope single- 
handed with the Uzbeg: hence ho appeared to overlook the gross 
errors of the Shias. On this account the people of Mavara-un-Nahr 
ceased to feel that intense longing for the Emperor which they had 
entertained while he was absent—their regard for him was at an end.” 1

Mirza Haidar has laid his finger on the weak point of Babur’s 
position in Samarkand. The Padshah, indeed, was placed in 
a most difficult situation. The Uzbegs were still strong, and 
his only hope of holding his ground, to say nothing of making 
head against them, lay in a close alliance either with his own 
Samarkand folk or with Shah Ismael and his Persians. But 
there were insuperable difficulties in the way of adopting 
either course. Babur was a man of his word : he was pledged 
to the Shah, and, what was much more serious, to the support 
of the Shah’s religion. But he could not bring himself to 
incur the hatred of his own people by acting as a submissive 
instrument of Ismael’s proselytising zeal. To assume the dress 
of the Shias and to stamp his coins with Shia emblems was 
bad enough ; 2 he refused to persecute, and persecution was the 
only course which could have won him real favour in the eyes 
of his overlord, whose barbarous treatment of pious and learned 
members of the opposing sect was horrifying the Sunni world.
Had he been willing to throw over his alliance, all might perhaps 
have been well. It was not, we may believe, any considera
tions of danger which prevented him from doing so ; it was the 
fact that he had pledged his word. None the less, though he

1 Torikh ■ i-liashidi, Elias and Boas’ translation.
* See R. S. Poole, Catalogue of Persian Coins, 1887, pp. xxiv scq.



r .v  &  j *  y \  I .
\ v  bound to Shah Ismael, he showed a not unnatural resenfc=/A-A
X<52-fiS^ent at the humiliating position in which he was placed. In 

consequence, like James II. of England in a later age, Babur 
was compelled to bear all the odium of alliance with an un
popular power, while his pride debarred him from accepting 
the accompanying benefits. So while he- became steadily less 
welcome to the Samarkandis through his relations with Persia, 
he offended the Shah by treating the Persian envoy, Muhammad 
Jan, with an independence and freedom which the affronted 
nobleman magnified into a series of studied insults. A report 
was transmitted to the Persian court that the new monarch 
of Samarkand was arrogant, faithless, and a harbourer of 
seditious designs against his overlord. Shah Ismael, in high 
dudgeon, despatched his famous commander, Mir Najm Sani,1 
to reduce the offender to obedience.

But before the Persian punitive force of 11,000 men got 
within striking distance, a change came over the aspect of 
affairs. The Uzbeg chiefs, particularly ’Ubaidullah Khan, 
encouraged by the withdrawal of the Persian troops and the 
growing coolness between Babur and the Samarkandis on the 
one hand, and Babur and the Shah on the other, determined 
to renew their attack^. They gathered a powerful force, and 
suddenly sent on a flying squadron in the direction of Bokhara. 
Babur, abandoned by all but his small following of faithful 
companions, in his desperation determined to attack the foe.2

1 For tho state maintained by this man, his lavish expenditure, his 
gorgeous household, see tho Habib-us-Siyar and tho Ahsan-us-Siyar. It 
was said that every day 13 kettles of pure silver were destroyed in pre
paring food for his household. The following story comes from the
Ahsan-us-Siyar:— ,. , ,

“  jt  camo to my hearing from an honest friend of mine that when, 
on the other side of the Ab, a man asked Mir Najm’s confectioner how he 
got so much spicery every day in a hostile country, the officer replied,
‘ By God’s favour I have goats, fowls, sugar candy, sugar, rice, and cook
ing" implements in largo quantities, but as I need every day 10 mans of 
cinnamon, saffron, ginger, cummin, fennel, coriander and other spices,
I am sometimes hard pressed to got t.bom.! "

* There is no doubt that Haidar Mirza is led astray by Ins religious 
zeal when he makes Babur superior in numbers to the Uzbegs. Both 
the Habib-us-Siyar and the Ahsan-us-Siyar are emphatic upon the 
point.
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this he acted contrary to the advice of Muhammad Farid*^* 
.Tarkhan, who counselled delay. But the prince was too im

patient to wait, and believed that theUzbegs were in small force.
He marched out in the direction of Bokhara. But when he 
arrived at Kul Malik in the neighbourhood of that city, he found 
that the advance party of the Uzbegs had Been reinforced by a 
strong detachment under Muhammad Timur Sultan, Jani Beg, 
and ’Ubaidullah Khan. He was thoroughly trapped, but de
termined to take his chance. We have no satisfactory account 
of the fight of Kul Malik,1 but it is clear that Babur displayed 
his usual valour, and from the fact that he was able to retire 
into Bokhara, and afterwards to make good his retreat un
molested, it may be gathered that the actual struggle, 
despite his inferiority in numbers, was not unequally contested. 
But he was compelled to fall back by rapid stages. Not merely 
Bokhara, but Samarkand itself slipped from his grasp, so that 
he collected his dependants and retired to Hisar. Here he 
fortified himself strongly, ordering a ditch to be dug round 
the town, and dividing the streets into quarters, over each of 
which a careful watch was set. He received a small reinforce
ment from Bahram Beg, who sent Amir Sultan Muhammad 
Shirazi with 300 men.

The Uzbegs did not attack him, but contented themselves 
with reoccupying Samarkand.

Accordingly, when Najm Sani reached the frontier of 
Khorasan, he was surprised to find that the rebellious prince 
whom he had come to chastise was now a fugitive. The 
Uzbegs were as much the enemies of Shah Ismael as of Babur, 
so that the punitive expeditionary force had to be converted 
into an army of support.2 When the allies had effected their 
junction, they advanced towards Bokhara, and captured

1 Hdbib-ua-Siyar; A/isan-us-Siyur. Abu’l Fazl says that Babur 
won Kul-Malik, but had to retreat owing to “  tho unpropitious influence 
of tho planets.”

* Mir Najm, with typical arroganoo, deolined to wait for a confirma
tion of his orders froinlioadquarters.. Ho rashly pushed ahead without 
even reinforcements, “ counting this dangerous and highly troublesome 
enterprise an easy and ordinary affair.”—Ahsan-us-Siyar.



To Babur’s grief and indignation, tbe Persian army J
inflicted severe penalties upon the unfortunate inhabitants of 
the regions through which they passed. Qarshi being breached 
and stormed they were not content with putting to the sword 
the Uzbeg garrison : they proceeded to a general massacre of 
the population. Babur, practically a prisoner in Persian 
hands, was an unwilling spectator of the tragedy. Najm Sani 
then advanced another stage towards Bokhara, but was brought 
to a halt by the desperate resistance of the garrison of the little 
town of Ghaj-davan. Against the advice of Khwaja Kasnal- 
ud-din Muhammad, who was experienced in Uzbeg warfare,
Najm determined to press the siege, and this despite the fact 
that the garrison was thoroughly provisioned while his own army 
was running short of supplies. When, after some considerable 
period, perhaps as much as four months, Babur gave counsel 
to the same effect, the Persian general appeared convinced; 
but the very next day, before a move could be made, the Uzbeg 
army appeared in great strength. ’Ubaidullah Khan had 
marched out from Bokhara to the assistance of. his besieged 
garrison. There was nothing for it but to risk a battle, 
although the Persian army was entangled in the suburbs of 
the town. Najm, whose arrogance had made him hated, was 
not properly supported by his amirs. The Persian army was 
thrown into confusion, and the general killed. With great 
difficulty Babur, in command of the rearguard, made good his 
retreat.1

Persian historians 2 persist in ascribing the defeat of their 
forces to treachery on the part of Babur. It is generally 
admitted that he took no part in the battle ; but on the one 
hand, he was stationed with the reserve, and on the other, 
he was practically a prisoner in the hands of the Persian forces. 
Therefore it is no matter for wonder if he should have preferred 
the victory of the Uzbegs, whom he respected as foe;, to the

1 A lm n-w -S iyur ;  HaJbib-us-Siyar.
Alive arai Abassi hints as ranch ; and when Humayun took refuge 

in AVrsia, th< taunt of his father’s treachery was openly thrown in his 
teeth. (Badauni, Murtakhab-v.t-Tati irikh, Bibl. Ind. f. 444.)
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of the Persians, whom he detested as friends. L e g e n d ^  
'--w_S>kas it that on the night before the battle he shot an arrow into 

the Uzbeg camp bearing the following couplet:—

“ I made the Shah’s fortune [Najm] road-stuff for the Uzbegs,
If fault has been mine, I have now cleansed the road.”  1 °  ’

There is, however, no reason to accuse Babur of anything 
worse than passivity. Apart from his strong sense of honour! 
the weakness of his position prevented him from doing anything 
to bring about the downfall of the Persian host.

After this battle, which took place in November; 1512, 
Babur retired once more to Hisar. Here he was very nearly 
assassinated in a conspiracy of some Mongol troops in his 
employ whom he had outspokenly accused of misconduct.
He barely escaped with his life in the darkness of the night. 
This determined him to withdraw from Hisar into Qunduz. 
where he joined Wais Mirza.

During the whole of 1513 we know' little-of his movements. 
Mirza Haidar says that he remained most of the time in Qunduz. 
exposed to the greatest privation and misery. He bore all his 
distresses with his customary patience, but at last, despairing 
of his chances of recovering Hisar, he determined to withdraw 
to Kabul.-

So ended Babur’s last attempt to recover Samarkand, the 
city of his ancestor, Timur. The long series of disasters which 
had overtaken him since he left Kabul in 1510 had not in any 
way diminished his cheerfulness or dulled the edge of his am
bition. But the strain of these three terrible years had none 
the less left their mark upon him. Probably it was during 
his troubled occupation of Samarkand that he first sought a 
icfuge from his cares in the wine-cup. From henceforward 
he became a hard though not a heavy drinker, taking a 
naive delight in the pleasures of frequent wine parties. And 
drink, though it never clouded his faculties, almost certainly 
shortened his days.

With his customary wisdom, he reverted to his life as a 
1 A. S. Beveridge, 301. i Tarikh-i-liashidi.



1. \ 'I prince without complaint. Domestic afiairs began to I ,
assume a greater importance. Two more sons were born to 

X'~'—firm, Askari in 1516 and Hindal in 1519. Moreover, he was 
at peace with members of his own family. Nasir Mirza, with 
rare tact, gave up the government of Kabul cheerfully, warmly 
welcomed his brother, and asked to be allowed to retire to his 
oy n fief of Ghazni. Here shortly afterwards the younger prince 
died, and on his death a rebellion against Babur broke out 
among the local chiefs into which entered certain nobles, like 
Mir Shiram, who had passed their life in his service. The 
details of it are not known; Haidar Mirza ascribes it to the 
influence of Satan upon the minds of the ringleaders, which 
is as much as to say that he did not understand what the 
trouble was about.1 There was a regular pitched battle, 
which Babur won largely by personal prowess. The Mongol 

. troops, w’ho were the principal factors in the disturbance, 
having been dispersed, nearly a year of quiet ensued. During 
the whole of 1516, there seems little to record of Babur’s 
activities. There is, however, one topic which deserves 
mention at this point.

1 erhaps it was the recent trouble with the Mongol mer
cenaries which directed Babur’s attention to the desirability 
of increasing the efficiency of his army. Certain it is that 
about thi- time he became the witness of a remarkable military 
reform which was being prosecuted with vigour by his late ally 
the Shah of Persia. This reform, which consisted of nothing 
less than the introduction of firearms and of the tactics which 
fhearms rendered possible, was the result of a very unpleasant 
experience which had befallen Shah Ismael in 1511. Hos
tilities having broken out between the courts of Teheran and 
Constantinople, Shah Ismael advanced to the borders of his 
territory to encounter the invading forces of Sultan Salim 
the Grim. The armies, approximately equal in numbers, 
met at Chaldiran. Shuh Ismael charged at the head of his 
splendid cavalry, but was dismayed to find his tactics useless 
in face of the new artillery and small arms upon which the 

1 Tai ikh-i-liashidi.
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3 relied. The Persian forces were utterly routed, aiAL/A^i 
Ismael was lucky to escape with his life. In consequence 

he determined to learn the new method himself, and he imported 
Turkish artillerymen and musketry experts to train his own 
troops.

Babur then determined on his part to imitate Shah Ismael, 
and some time between 1514 and 1519 he secured the services 
of an Ottoman Turk named Ustad Ali, who became Master 
of his Ordnance. It is unfortunate that we have not the 
Memoirs to guide us : for we may be sure that the arrival of 
Ustad Ali was a red-letter day for Babur. Indeed, it is hardly 
too much to say that this day marked the beginning of Babur’s 
immortal fame. If there was one single material factor which, 
more than any other, conduced to his ultimate triumph in 
Hindustan, it was his powerful artillery. Nor is it without 
significance that not until Babur has secured the services of 
Mustafa, a second Turkish expert, who came to him some 
time between 1520 and 1525, is the invasion of India under
taken.

The prince seems now to have made up his mind that if his 
fortune was to be sought anywhere outside Kabul, it must be 
sought in the east rather than in the west. Accordingly in 
1517 we find him renewing his attacks on Qandakar. The 
operations were for the moment interrupted by illness, and 
he retired after receiving gifts from the Arghuns. The next ' 
year, in 1518, we find him again looking eastward towards the 
road to Hindustan, subduing isolated fortresses like Chaghan- 
sarai on the north-east of Kabul, and taking part in the feuds 
of the Afghan tribes.

At the beginning of 1519 the Memoirs, which have been 
interrupted for eleven years, are again available, unfortunately 
for a period of only thirteen months. The entries, scrappy and 
brief, are evidently intended to constitute the rough material 
of a more finished account. When they recommence, Babur 
is engaged in the siege of the fortress of Bajaur. This ho 
stormed after a spirited struggle, in which the new artillery 
played a part.



(Jan. 7th) At the first dawn of light on Friday tho 5th J

• Muharram, order3 were given that when the battle-nagareta had 
sounded, the army should advance, each man from his place to his 
appointed post and should swarm up. The left and centre advance 
from their ground with mantelets in place all along then lines, fixed 
their ladders, and swarmed up them. The whole left hand of the 
centre, under Khalifa, Shah Hasan Arghun and Yusuf’s Ahmad, 
was ordered to reinforce the left wing. Dost Beg’s men went forwar 
to the foot of the north-eastern tower of tho fort, and busied them- 
Belves in undermining and bringing it down. Ustad Ali-qu i J'a9 
there also; he shot very well on that day with his matchlock, and he 
twice fired off the firingi. Wali the Treasurer also brought down 
a man with his matchlock. Malik ’Ali-qutni was first up a ladder of 
all the men from the left hand of the centre, and there was busy 
with fight and blow. At the post of the centre, Muhammad ’All 
Jang- Tang and his younger brother Nau-roz got up, each by a different 
ladder, and made lance and sword to touch. Baba, the waiting man, 
getting up hy-another ladder, occupied himself in breaking down 
the fort-wall with his axe. Most of our braves went well forward, 
shooting off dense flights of arrows and not letting the enemy put 
out a head ; others" ffufde' themselves desperately busy in breaching 
and pulling down the fort, caring naught for the enemy's fight and 
blow, giving no eye to his arrows and stones. By breakfast time 
Dost Beg’s men had undermined and breached the north-eastern 
tower, got in and put the foe to flight. The men of the centre got 
in up the ladders by the same time, but those others were first in.
By the favour and pleasure of the High God, the strong and mighty 
fort was taken in two or three astronomical hours ; matching the 
fort were the utter struggle and effort of our braves; distinguish 
themselves they did, and won the name and fame of heroes.

By way of striking terror into the surrounding population, 
the inhabitants were put to general massacre: “ The fort 
taken, we entered and inspected it. On the walls, in houses, 
streets and alleys, the dead lay in what numbers! Comers 
and goers to and fro were passing over the bodies.'’ 2

This cruelty was not wanton. Babur himself regarded the 
capture of Bajaur as the first step on the road to Hindustan, 1

1 A. S. Beveridge, 369-70. a Ibid., 370.
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THE SIEGE OF BAJAUR.
(Alwar Coder.)

,  “  P<£hapa 7’ 8- or ,|° Uajauris had fallen to the matchlocktire, — Beveridge, p. 369.
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V 4\ ^ W ^ iy w a s  of the utmost importance that the Afghan 1 ribest/l I, 1 
V^wh^uiay across his path should be taught a lesson of the only 

kind they could appreciate. Writing in the year of Panipat 
Babur says :—1

“  From the year 910. when I obtained the principality of Kabul, 
up to the date of the events I now record (t.e. the defeat of Sultan 
Ibrahim Lodi), I had never ceased to think of the conquest of Hindu
stan. But I had never found a suitable opportunity for undertaking 
it, hindered as I was, sometimes by the apprehensions of my Begs, 
sometimes by disagreements between my brothers and myself.
Finally all these obstacles were happily removed. Great and small,
Begs and captains, no one dared say a word against the project. So 
in 925 I left at the head of my army, and made a start by taking 
Bajaur. . . . From this time to 932 I was always actively concerned 
in the affairs of Hindustan. I  went there in person at the head of 
an annj', five times in the course of seven or eight years. 2 The fifth 
time, by the munificence and liberality of God, there fell beneath 
my blows an enemy as formidable as Sultan Ibrahim, and I gained 
the vast empiro of Hind.”

1 P. do Courteillo, ii. 173-4 ; Ilminski, 348.
2 Concerning these expeditions there is much confusion, and the 

account in the text cannot claim to be more than a via media. All are 
agreed that the campaign against Ibraliim Lodi was the filth, but as to 
the other four, authorities differ. The following are the principal 
accounts:—

Abu’l Paul. Firishta.

Expedition 1 910. March to Multau. 925. March to Bhira.
Expedition 2. 913. Expedition to Che- 925. Expedition against

gbangarai. Yusufzai-pr ha-
war-lndus.

Expedition 3. 925. Expedition to Bhira. 926. March to Bhira and
Sialkot.

Expedition 4. (Can obiain no account,) 930. Burning of Lahore
and march to 
Sirhind.

Khufi Khan follows Firishta, except in making the second expedition 
that of Sirhind, which is Inconsistent with the i  •-moira themselves.

1
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v k o A /  The first two of these expeditions took place in the \efr| 1 
' xo  iPl5l9, and both were of the nature of sudden raids. Early in 

February Babur determined to undertake an expedition 
against the Yusufzais. He had previously conciliated one 
clan by marrying an Afghan wife, and he now desired to reduce 
the remainder to an acknowledgment of his authority. He 
set off through the Qara Kupa pass, crossed the Sawad, and 
finding himself on the borders of Hindustan, determined to 
cross the Sind. He marched towards Bliira on the .Jihlam, 
encountering no resistance and doing no damage. For, as he 
says,

“  As it was always in my heart to possess Hindustan, and as these 
several countries . . . had once been held by the Turks, I pictured 
them as my own, and was resolved to get them into my own hands, 
whether peacefully or by force. For these reasons it being impera
tive to treat the hillmen well, this order was given: ‘ Do no hurt or 
harm to the flocks and herds of these people, nor even to their cottcn- 
ends and broken needles ! ’ 1

Babur, in fact, regarded the Punjab as his own by right 
of descent from the great Timur who had conquered it. 
That this attitude was no pose is clearly shown by the 
message he sent on in advance of his forces to reassure 
the people of Bhira : “  ‘ The possession of this country by a 
Turk has come down from of old ; beware not to bring ruin 
on its people by giving way to fear and anxiety; our eye is on 
this land and on this people; raid and rapine shall not be.’ ” 3 
Bhira and Khushab at once submitted, and sent their notables 
to make obeisance. Probably it was the ready submission of 
these districts that encouraged Babur to lay formal claim to 
them. A.3 he remarks : “  People were always saying, ‘ It 
could do no harm to send an envoy, for peace’ sake, to 
countries that once depended on the Turk.’ ”  3 Accordingly 
he dc patched one Mulla Murshid to the court of Delhi, to ask 
for the surrender of the countries claimed, flow Ibrahim > 
Lodi of Delhi would have received the envoy with his strange

1 A. S. Beveridge, 380. - Ibid., 381. * Ibid., 384.
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A MIDNIGHT ESCAPADE.

‘ (Alwar Codex.)
‘ ‘ I was miserably drunk, and next morning, when they, 

told me of our having galloped into the camp with lighted 
torches in our hands, I had not the slightest recollection 
of the circumstance.”—E r s k i n e , p. 259.



’ G0l%\

\S ^^S ^py  we can only guess; it was probably a very g o o d i f l  J 
Oiing for Mulla Mursbid that Daulat Khan, the viceroy of the 
Panjab, detained him in Lahore.

Meanwhile Babur, leaving Bhira in charge of Hindu Beg, 
prepared to resume his journey. He combined a good deal 
of pleasure with his business, making frequent excursions to 
view the new country, and finishing his days with uproarious 
drinking parties, which he describes with great zest. The 
following entry in his diary is typical:—

“ Having ridden out at the Mid-day Prayer for an excursion, 
we got on a boat, and arrack was drunk. . . . We drank in the 
boat until the Bed-time Prayer; then getting off it full of drink, 
we mounted, took torches in our hands, and went from the river- 
bank into camp, leaning over from our horses on this side, leaning 
over on that, at one loose-rein gallop ! Very drunk I must have 
been, for, when they told me next day that we had galloped loose- 
rein into camp carrying torohes, I could not recall it in the very 
least.”  1

Shortly after this particular party, Babur started on his 
return journey to Kabul. On the way he reduced a Kakar 
tribe to submission ; and after crossing the Sind and marching 
by way of Ali Masjid, reached his capital in peace. The 
expedition proved fruitless, however; for no sooner was his 
back turned, than the countries and districts which had sub
mitted to him united to expel his lieutenant, Hindu Beg. For 
the moment, Babur took no action against them ; but in July 
following he made a raid upon the Abd-ur-rahman Afghans on 
the Girdiz border, inflicting exemplary punishment for certain 
disorders. In September of that same year, 1519,2 he turned 
his attention once again to the Yusufzai. He marched through 
the Khyber and passed Ali Masjid, but before he could carry 
out his design of victualling Peshawar fort to serve as a base 
for future operations, he was recalled by news of disturbances 
m Badakhshan. He therefore returned to Kabul, stopping 
f>y the way to punish the turbulent Khizr Khali. Apparently

‘ A. S. Beveridge, 387-388.
1 This, I think, was reckoned by Babur his second expedition.
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V ‘S '5 5 '^ ^  is was his second raid into Hindustan. The next two or ihj^| 1 j  
\5!l■ ̂ 5^months were passed in diplomatic business, in frequent excur

sions, in wine parties, and in the composition of poetry. 1 he 
M em oirs, before breaking off for another five years, are full 
of short entries, which throw much light upon the author s 
everyday life, occasionally varied by such an entertaining 
irrelevance as the following : “  Half of one of my front teeth 
had broken off, the other half remaining; this half broke off 
to-day while I was eating food. 1

It is difficult to realise that all this apparent triviality was 
but the cloak of a great ambition joined to rare fixity of 
purpose. Beneath all his bonhomie and carelessness, Babur 
was steadily organising his resources and preparing the way 
for the great enterprise upon which his heart was set the 
repetition of his ancestor Timur’s conquest of Hindustan.
That he desired to join battlewith Ibrahim Lodi,there is nothing 
to show. The Panjab was his first objective ; and it is only 
when he realises that he cannot conquer the Panjab without 
conquering Delhi, that he makes up his mind to engage in a 
death-struggle with the reigning dynasty.

It was in the year 1520 that Babur undertook his third 
expedition to Hindustan. He marched out of Kabul through 
the Bajaur country, which was now ruled by his own deputies.
He passed the mountains, and crossed the Indus, marching 
straight on Bhira. Here he punished those who had rebelled 
against him after making submission, and expelled some 
Afghan freebooters who were oppressing the countryside.
He then pushed on to districts which had never yet seen his 
standards, arriving at last at Sialkot. The town readily 
submitted, and received no harm at his hands. On the other 
hand, a place called Saiyidpur preferred to defy him. It 
was promptly assailed, stormed, and the inhabitants put to 
the sword. The women and children were led into captivity.
How much further into the Panjab Babur would have 
penetrated we do not know: presumably his objective was 
Lahore itself. But his projected operations, whatever they 

1 A. S. Beveridge, 424.
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ave ^oeri> werê  not to be undertaken at present, for heJ A- J 
j\^^.^$uddenly receivednews that Shah Beg Arghun, lord of Qandahar, 

was raiding his territory.
The interruption of his operations at this moment seems to 

have convinced Babur that it was useless to expect success in 
Hindustan so long as Qandahar remained as a thorn in his 
side. Accordingly, with the shrewdness that characterised 
him, Babur deliberately devoted the next two years to the 
task of securing himself from the attacks of the Arghuns.
He began his work immediately, driving Shah Beg from the 
field and forcing him to take refuge in Qandahar itself. 
Babur then laid regular siege to the town with mines and 
artillery; but the threefold citadel, being extremely strong, 
resisted all his efforts. He had succeeded, however in reduc
ing the garrison to great distress, when a pestilence broke out 
in his camp, and he was compelled to raise the siege and return 
to Kabul.

Shah Beg took advantage of the brief respite to mature 
his schemes for withdrawing from Babur’s sphere of influence.
He well knew that Qandahar must shortly fall into the hands 
of the lord of Kabul, to whom it was vitally necessary. For 
his own part, he contemplated occupying Sindh, a country upon 
which he had already begun to encroach.

In 1521 Babur again entered the territory of Qandahar, 
and did much damage, causing distress and misery to the 
population. He then laid siege to Qandahar, and put the 
ui most pressure upon the garrison. Once more, however, he 
had to retire without having accomplished his object. Shah 
Beg now made great efforts to induce Shah Ismael of Persia 
i o interfere on his behalf. The scheme promised well, for the 
relations between Babur and the Shah were not good at the 
time : indeed a prominent Persian Amir, Ghias-ud-din Muham
mad, son of Amir Yusuf, was put into prison when falsely 
accused of being a partisan of Babur.1 However, fortunately 
for the lord of Kabul, Shah Ismael had his hands quite full, 
and despite the persuasions of his lieutenants in Herat, who 

1 Ahsant ns-Siyar : Habib-w-Siyor.
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\ A ® y t a i )n g ly  urged the support of the Arghuns, he did nothing
, .ffl̂ a a n  send various letters recommending the lord of Qandahar 

to Babur's mercy. Babur replied with the utmost courtesy 
that Shah Beg Arghun’s boasted submission to Shah Ismael 
was a ruse based on necessity, and that he would do himself 
t he honour to enforce a real submission and would send the evil
doer to the Shah. The authorities in Herat again protested, 
but for the- moment did nothing more.

Towards the end of the next year, 1522, Babur advanced to 
the siege of Qandahar. Before he undertook any operations, 
however, he received a message from Durmesk Khan, one of 
the officers of Prince Tahmasp, heir to the Persian throne, 
with the information that thy Prince had formed the design of 
advancing on Qandahar, but had withdrawn on the under
standing that Babur would do the same. Babur, accordingly, 
seems to have resigned himself to the situation, and to have 
decided to withdraw and to await a more favourable oppor
tunity. Almost as soon as he had retired, Shah Beg, who was 
well aware that the fall of Qandahar could not possibly be long 
delayed, put the town in the hands of one Maulana Abdul 
Baqi, and departed to Sind with all his belongings. Maulana 
Abdul Baqi, treacherously betraying the trust reposed in him, 
sent a fast messenger to Babur at Kabul, offering to surrender 
the town. Babur accordingly hastened back, and received the 
submission of the fort, which was handed over to his younger 
son, Ivamran Mirza,1 who was a few months junior to 
Humayun. The Persian authorities put a good face on the 
matter, and graciously received the envoy which Babur sent 
to announce bin success—a success which he shorllv followed 
UP by occupying the country of Garmsir.

Once thoroughly secure from the side of Qandahar, he 
turned his attention again to the affairs of Hindustan. That 
land was now distracted with feuds. For some years, as 
we have already seen, the kings of Delhi had been with diffi
culty holding their own against the overwhelming power of v >
, 1 ' “ ,*ccount of t he final reduction of Kandahar is based upon the 
Ahsan-us-Siyar, which is clear and precise in detail.
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V jN  ’’Rajputs. Now matters were made worse by the cruelty a n & J -l^  
arrogance of Ibrahim Lodi,1 who was fast driving the Afghan 
feudatories, upon whose swords his empire rested, into open 
revolt. Fearing the power of Daulat Khan, viceroy of the 
Panjab, he summoned him to Delhi. Daulat Khan, who 
suspected that his life would be forfeit if he obeyed the 
summons, sent his son Dilawar instead. Ibrahim was enraged, 
and openly menaced father and son with destruction. The 
viceroy thereupon renounced his allegiance to Ibrahim, an 
sent his son to Babur at Kabul, offering fealty and inviting his 
help against the king of Delhi.2 What Daulat Khan really 
wanted, as afterwards became apparent, was a free hand in 
the Panjab, uncontrolled by any political superior. This, 
however, was carefully concealed under the guise of other 
schemes. Apparently it was suggested that Ibrahim should 

• be deposed, and his uncle Alam Khan set up in his stead. 
Babur evidently considered this a good opportunity to inter
fere in the politics of Hindustan, for in 1524 he embarked upon 
his fourth expedition, with the open intention of supporting 
Alam Khan against Ibrahim.

Passing through the Khyber, he crossed the Ivakar country, 
reducing to temporary obedience the warlike tribes of that 
region. Fording the Jihlam and Chinab, he advanced to 
within a few miles of Lahore. He now discovered that there 
was an army of Ibrahim's in close proximity, commanded by 
Bihar Khan Lodi, Mubarak Khan Lodi, and some other Afghan 
amirs. He also learned that his ally Daulat Khan had been 
driven from Lahore and compelled to take refuge among the 
BilucliH. Babur promptly attacked and scattered the King 
of Delhi’s army. The fugitives were driven ini o Lahore, and 
the town itself came under Babur’s control. The bazaar was 
plundered and burned. After resting four day's, the Kabul 
army moved south to Dibalpur, which was stormed, lh c  
garrison was put to the sword.

At Dibalpur Babur was joined by Daulat Khan and his
1 Firishta, ii. 38-9; Tarikl-i-Hakki, ff. 275 
* Tarikh-i-Uakki, f. 281.
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X V ^ Isp M ^  That nobleman was greatly angered at' B a b u r a ^ ^  
5:: ■ ^determination to keep Lahore in his own hands. Apparently 

hi: profession of allegiance to Babur had been nothing more 
than an excuse for securing the alliance of the King of Kabul. 
Daulat Khan seems to have expected that Babur would be a 
submissive tool in his hands. He evidently forgot that his 
own viceroyalty of the Panjab, which he desired to see in
dependent, was precisely that portion of Hindustan to which 
Babur believed himself to have the best claim. Babur on his 
part, taking the submission of the Afghan noble to be no 
empty formality, assigned him Jalandhar and ’ Sultanpur 
instead of Lahore. Daulat Khan thereupon treacherously 
advised Babur to divide his forces, sending part to Multan and 
keeping part with him. But Dilawar Khan, who seems to have 
recoiled from the deceit, warned Babur to be on his guard, 
with the result that Daulat Khan and his other son Ghazi 
Khan were arrested. Shortly afterwards they were released, 
and then promptly fled to the hills. Their fiefs were conferred 
upon Dilawar Khan. Babur, feeling that he required more 
adequate resources before he ventured further into such troubled 
waters, fell back on Lahore and then retired to Kabul. Dibal- 
pur was given to the pretender Alam Khan with the trusty 
Baba Kushkeh to watch him. Lahore, with a considerable 
garrison, was put under Mir Abdul Aziz, while Sialkot was held 
by Khosru Kukult.ash.

No sooner was Babur out of the way, than Daulat Khan 
showed his hand. Gathering a strong force, he captured his 
own son Dilawar and seized Sultanpur. Then he advanced 
on Dibalpur, and drove out Alam Khan. His first check, 
however, was received before Sialkot. A force of 5000 men, 
which he had detached to attack the town, was defeated by 
Babur’s Lahore garrison. But shortly afterwards he scored a 
great success. Ibrahim Lodi had sent an army to reduce him 
to submission: and this army Daulat Khan succeeded in 
dispersing, part being won over, and part being dismissed, 
without a blow struck.1

1 Firishta, ii. 39.

e°^\
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O V JB yM^anwhile Alam Klian liad fled to Kabul, and i n f o r m e ^ ^  
X ^ T S ^ t ir  of his misfortunes. Babur then concluded a treaty 

with him, agreeing to seat him upon the throne of Delhi on 
condition that he himself should receive Lahore and the country 
west of it in fall suzerainty. Alam Khan was then sent into 
Hindustan, armed with orders to Babur's generals in the 
Panjab. The King of Kabul himself was unable to leave, as 
he had to go to Balkh,1 which the Uzbegs were besieging.
Once in Hindustan, however, Alam Khan lost his head, and 
was artfully seduced by Daulat Khan, who feigned loyalty 
and sympathy. In consequence, Alam Khan threw over the 
alliance with Babur, brushed aside the remonstrances of Babur’s . 
officers, and ceded the Punjab to Daulat.- Then, in conjunction 
with his new ally, he marched on Delhi, only to be disgracefully 
routed by Ibrahim in person.3 His army broke up, and he 
himself fled in terror.

Such wras the condition of affairs in Hindustan when Babur, 
freed from the menace to Balkh, was able to undertake his 
fifth and last expedition. In the next chapter we shall examine 
in some det ail the circumstances accompanying this momentous 
event, which resulted in the foundation of the Mughal Empire 
of India.

1 Firishta says that Babur was “  sunk in a dream of indolence and 
luxury,” which is extremely unlikely. Nothing but more urgent business 
would have kept him from Hindustan at such a crisis.

- Firishta says that Babur’s officers forced Alam Khan to oedo to their 
master the countries north-west of the Indus; but Babur does not 
mention the transaction. Doubtless be felt that Alam Khan s treachery 
made agreement impossible.

3 The allies surprised Ibrahim’s camp at night, dispersed the greater 
) art of his trooos, and then scattered in search of plunder. The Sultan of 
Delhi remained in his tent, then, when day dawned, coll oted his personal 
followers and with great courage marched against the foe. Although 
Alam Khan’s troops were flushed with victory, and immensely superior 
in numbers, they gave way to shameful panic and fled.
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CHAPTER VI

THE CONQUEST OF HINDUSTAN

Authorities.—TIio Memoirs; Tarikh-i-Hak'.i; Firisktn; Akbar-nama, 
Gulbadan Bcgam.

Modern Works.—Erskino; Lano Poole.

B a b u r , having driven off the Uzbegs from Balkh, and thereby 
disposed of his most immediate troubles, was able once more to 
turn his attention to the affairs of Hindustan. At first sigljt, 
the moment did not seem propitious. His arniv, at best not 
very formidable so far as numbers were concerned, was now 
further depleted by the necessity r-f detaching forces for the 
safeguarding of Qunduz and Qandahar. But he was never ■ 
a man to hesitate because the odds against him were heavy.
“  On Friday, the first of Safar, 932,1 when the sun was in 
Sagittarius, I set out on my march to invade Hindustan.”
It was not, however, until more than a fortnight later 
(December 3rd) that he got clear away, for he was compelled 
to wait for Humayun, whose dilatoriness was severely repri
manded, At length the whole force set off on the long 
march across the mountains.

The news of the late occurrences compelled Babur to alter 
his plans. He had long needed little to convince him that 
his original design of occupying The Punjab was impracticable 
unless the central power of Delhi could be conciliated. There
fore, as we huve already seen, lie was induced to lend his aid 
to the project of deposing Sultan Ibrahim, and substituting 
for him Alam Khan. By this means, he would kill t wo birds 
with a single stone. The Punjab was to be the price of his '

1 Nov. 17 th, 1525.



X^vijisiitjarice, and its guarantee wa3 to be the control he would k J J L j 
exercise over the aged, somewhat feeble, monarch whom he was 
to place upon the throne. But the intrigues of Daulat Khan 
and the faithlessness of Alam Khan had modified the whole 
situation. Henceforth there could be no further question 
of the Lodi claimant, who had proved himself unworthy of the 
sacrifice of honest men’s blood. Babur was fighting for his 
own hand against all comers, primarily, because he conceived 
the Panjab to belong to him by right: next, because he was 
convinced that the permanent occupation of the Panjab 
entailed the conquest of Hindustan: finally, because the 
political situation seemed to offer the prospect of hard fighting 
and hazardous adventure, such as his soul loved.

As soon as he had passed the mountains, however, he fell 
sick.1 The occurrence was most inopportune, and he recognised , 
in it the judgment of God upon his irregularities in the matter of 
wine. He resolved to mend his ways, although as a matter of 
fact he did not keep his vow, and soon afterwards, the attack 
of dysentery passed away. This was fortunate; for having now 
embarked upon the most dangerous of his many perilous 
enterprises, he had need of all his powers of mind and body i) 
he was to win through. When he arrived at the Kabul river, 
he learnt that Daulat Khan and Ghazi Khan, with a force of 
twenty or thirty thousand men, were fast overrunning the 
Panjab, and were marching straight upon Lahore. It was at all 
costs necessary to prevent them from scoring so important a 
success at this juncture; so Babur hastily despatched a 
messenger to his lieutenants in the town warning them that he 
was close at hand, ordering them to join him at all hazards, 
and strictly forbidding them to engage until he had come up.
Mv inwhile, he pressed on with speed. As he was passing the 
River Sind,2 he took the opportunity to number the forces 
which accompanied him in his dangerous venture. Incredible 
as it may seem, the entire army with which he hoped to conquer

1 P. de Courteille, ii. 133; Ilmineki, 327. A dofluxion and a fever, 
accompanied by a cough and much spitting of blood.”

: 1st Rabi I (Deo. 16th). P. de Courteille, ii. 137; Ilminski, 329.
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V - \ ^Hindustan amounted to twelve thousand men all told, iueludingl I  1 
Shod and bad, small and great, fighting men and camp fol

lowers.
On he pushed, however, regardless of danger, to the rescue 

of his threatened begs. As he crossed the Jihlam, renewed 
rumours reached him as to the strength of the Afghans. It . 
was further stated, that Daulat Khan, determined to rid 
himself of the formidable prince whom he had hoped to use 
as a tool, had girded himself with two swords, in token of his 
resolution to conquer or die. But whatever might have been 
the spirit of Daulat Khan, he was powerless to keep his army 
together when the rumour of Babur’s approach was noised 
abroad. The King of Kabul had crossed the Bias, and was 
blockading Milwat, when ho w7as joined by Dilawar Khan, 
who had once more deserted his father and brother for the 
service of the foreigner. Probably it was at this time that 
Babur learned of the true condition of the opposing forces ; 
at all events, he pushed on with a boldness that -would have 
been foolhardy under ordinary circumstances. In this case, 
however, his rapid advance completed the confusion of 
Daulat Khan, whose army broke up in utter disorder, and fled 
to all quarters rather than encounter the invader. Daulat 
himself, with his immediate followers, could do nothing except 
offer a humble and undignified submission. The scene is 
described as follows :—

“  Daulat Khan now sent a person to inform me, that Ghazi Khan 
had escaped and fled to the hills ; but that if I would excuse his own 
offences, he would come as a slave and deliver up the place. I 
therefore sent Khwaja Mir Miran to confirm him iu his resolution, 
and to bring him out. His sou Ali Khan accompanied that officer.
In order to expose the rudeness and stupidity of the old man, 1 
directed the Khwaja to take care that Daulat Khan should come out 
with the same two swords hung round his neck, wliich he had hung by 
his side to meet me in combat. When matters had come this length, 
he still contrived frivolous pretexts for delay, but was at length 
brought out. I ordered the two swords to he taken from his neck.
Wlic-n he came to offer me his obeisance, he affected delays in bowing ;
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\ • \ dicepted them to push his leg and make him bow. I then mach^l I , 
down before me, and desired a man who imderstood the 

-Hindustani language to explain to him what I said, sentence b y  
sentence, in order to reassure him ; and to tell him, ‘ I called you 
father: I showed you more respeot and reverence than you could 
have desired or expected. I delivered you and your sons from the 
insults of the Baluohis. I delivered your tribe, your family, and 
women, from the bondage of Ibrahim. The countries held by Tatar 
Khan,1 to the amount of three krors, I bestowed on you. What evil 
have I ever done you, that you should come in this style against me, 
with these two swords by your side; and, attended by an army, 
stir up tumult and confusion in my territories ? ’ The man, being 
stupefied, stammered out a few words, not at all to the purpose; 
and. indeed, what could he say to such confounding truths t  
It was settled, that he and his family should retain their authority 
in their own tribes, and possession of their villages, but that all the 
rest of their property should be sequestrated. They were directed 
to encamp close by Khwaja Mir Miran.” 2

The first stage of Babur’s hazardous enterprise was thus 
brought to a close by the defeat of his enemies in the Panjab.
There still remained the more difficult task of subduing the 
imperial forces of D elhi: and this even was child’s play as 
compared with the business of reducing to submission the whole 
turbulent, distracted, faction-ridden kingdom of Hindustan.
Babur, whether he realised the difficulties before him or not, 
saw clearly that his best prospect of success lay in prompt 
action : ‘ Putting my foot in the stirrup of resolution, and 
taking in my hand rhe reins of faith, I marched against Sultan 
Ibrahim, son of Sultan Sikandar, son of Sultan Bahlol Lodi 
Afghan, in whose possession the city of Delhi and kingdom of 
Hindustan at that time were.” 3

As he advanced, he received various encouraging proofs

1 -Tatar Khan was Daulat Khan’s father, and one of the two or tlireo 
leading Afghan nobles in the Punjab who had been instrumental in 
elevating Bahlol Lodi to the throne in 1480. Ho had held Sirbind 
and the districts north of the Sutlej.

! P. do Court, ill , ii. 148; Dminaki, 334, 335.
* P. de Courteille, ii. 153; Ibninaki, 337
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V V ' ^ S /  hC WaS DOt friendIess in the country of Ms a n (a gon iS /-L j 
of i lie court circle, Araish Khan and Mulla Muhammad 

Mazhab, sent him letters protesting their devotion to his cause : 
Alam Khan arrived in a destitute condition to cast himself 
upon the protection of his late ally : and perhaps at this time 
also came proposals from Singram Singh the Rajput, that there 
should be a joint attack upon Ibrahim. Babur, however, fully 
realised how little confidence could be placed in such overtures 
as these. What reply he made to Singram Singh we do not know.
It would seem that he returned a favourable answer, for he 
subsequently accused him of treachery in not taking any steps 
to carry out the terms of the proposed alliance. But he must' 
have been well aware that the Rajput confederacy, which 
would spring into unequalled eminence if any disaster overcook 
the dynasty at Delhi, had a direct interest in the failure of his 
enterprise, and was by far the most formidable of all the powers 
antagonistic to his conquest of Hindustan. The situation was 
fast becoming critical. Ibrahim, with a force estimated at 
100,000 men, was advancing from Delhi against the invader.
Two advance-parties successively threatened to fall upon 
Babur’s little arm y: one under Hamida Khan, the other 
under Daud Khan and Haitim Khan. The first was routed 
on February 26th by Prince Humayun, with the loss of 100 

_ Prisoners and eight elephants : although it is eloquent testimony 
" to the smallness of Babur’s forces that the entire right wing, 
stiffened from the centre, had to be detached for the"purpose!
I’he second party was similarly routed on April 2nd, and 
driven up to the very walls of Ibrahim’s camp, for Babur had 
by this time reached the Jumna, opposite Sirsawah.

He then encamped, that he might make his preparations for 
the decisive encounter with the main body of theAfghans. When 
he reviewed his army, as it. was drawn up in battle array, he dis
covered that his line did not occupy so much ground as he had 
anticipated. This can scarcely have been a matter of surprise, 
as fr°ra the 8000 or so effectives who started upon the. march 
through the Panjab, a considerable number must have been 
absorbed by garrison duty, by safeguarding communications,
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by the wastage of war. To Babur, however, the mayhy l  j 
X ^  w^Swas of vital importance. If he were to triumph over the 

immensely superior forces of his adversary, it could only be 
by means of an effective combination between his highly- 
trained cavalry and his new firearms.. Ustad Ali and Mustafa 
between them could do deadly work when they were confronted 
by a dense mass of enemy : but both cannoneers and matchlock- 
men were liable to be ridden down and overwhelmed unless 
carefully protected by covering forces of infantry and cavalry.
So slow was the most rapid rate of fire1 which could be main
tained by these primitive arms, that it was idle to expect 
Ustad Ali and Mustafa to hold a portion of the battle line by 
themselves. But how were these covering forces to be supplied 
from the tiny army ? For unless Babur could contrive to 
present a front equal in length to the effective front displayed 
by the enemy, his cavalry would be unable to employ the 
flanking tactics by which he hoped to roll up the Afghan wings 
upon the centre. Only by carrying out this manoeuvre, and 
by driving the enemy’s forces into a huddled mass upon which 
Ustad Ali and Mustafa could direct then fire, woidd Babur 
be enabled to utilise his artillery to the best advantage. The 
difficulty which he was called upon to face, was that of holding 
superior forces in play upon an unduly extended front until 
the decisive moment for a charge on either flank had arrived.
A council of war was held to consider the matter.

The ground near Ibrahim’s camp bad been carefully sur
veyed, so that full advantage might be derived from any local 
peculiarities. The Sultan and his forces were lying across the 
main road to Delhi, just south of the important town of Pani- 
pat, which in Babur’s time was large and populous. The road 
runs to the north of the town, and the country round about is 
flat, nearly treeless, and well suited to the handling of cavalry.
A quick advance of two marches would bring the Mughal 
armj level with the town, and if a battle-position were then 
taken up, the houses and buildings of Panipat would effectively 
shelter Babur’s right wing. The other wing must be 

1 Of. Leyden and Erekine, 247, 379.

f i w f l  AN EMPIEE BUILDER OF THE 16TH C E N TA L.



\-\ gaengfflened by some artificial means, such as a ditch o r j ^ l  , 
palisade of felled trees. There remained the two problems 
of h'olcluig a long line against the weight of superior numbers, 
and of providing adequate protection for the cannoneers and 
matchlockmen, so deadly in attack, and so vulnerable when 
standing upon the defensive. To these two problems Babur 
was able to supply a single solution.

Influenced probably by the example of Salim the Grim at 
Chaldiran in 1514,1 Babin- determined to employ a line of 
waggons to stiflen his weak front. By diligent search in the 
country round about, as well as by pressing into service the 
carts of his baggage train, he was able to collect some seven 
hundred. These were fastened together by ropes of raw hide 
—a makeshift for the iron chains employed by Ottoman 
tacticians—and arranged in units of a convenient size. lu  
order to give special shelter to the musketeers and artillery
men, small breastworks, sufficiently large to protect one man, 
were constructed in considerable numbers, and arranged six 
or seven between each waggon along the portion of the front 
which Ustad Ali and Mustafa were to occupy.

When these preparations were complete, Babur advanced 
two marches, and on April 12, 1526, took up his ground with 
the town of Panipat sheltering his right wing. On the left, 
he strengthened his position by digging a ditch and constructing 
an abatis of felled trees in such a manner as to render it im
possible for the enemy to roll up his fine from the left. Secure 
on both flanks, he now strengthened his centre with the line 
of breastworks and waggons which he had previously pre
pared. The lino, however, was not continuous: for, at in
tervals of only a bowshot apart, large gaps were left, wido 
enough for fifty or a hundred horsemen to charge through 
abreast. The dispositions for the battle were complete.

It is not, perhaps, too much to say that the battle of 
Panipat has never been studied with the care it deserves. Many 
writers have completely mi;-understood Babur’s tactics, and 
have not realised the manner in which these tactics produced 

1 Above, p. 110.
K
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victory their inevitable fruit. It has been the fasliionkJ-1—  ̂
assume that Babur’s waggon-line was a movable fortress,1 
behind which his small force might hope to escape annihila
tion : that it was an imitation of the methods employed by 
the Hussites of Bohemia when confronted by the heavy cavalry 
of the Empire. Neither of these suppositions will bear in
vestigation. The waggon-line was stratagem of aggression 
rather than of defence: it was intended to hold the enemy 
along an extended front, so that his flanks might be open to 
attack. Certainly it provided shelter for the artillerymen 
and musketeers : but it was iu no sonse of the word a laager 
or a fort-ess. The proof of this is not far to seek. Men do not 
leave many wide gaps in a wall which is intended merely to 
protect them from attack: and had Babur designed to con
struct a “  rampart ”  or a “  movable fortress ”  he would surely 
have drawn up his waggons in a continuous line, even if he 
had not surrounded himself on all sides with them. Nor is it 
correct to compare the waggon-line of Panipat with the Hussite 
waggon-units which were trained to manoeuvre and combined 
to forming a real fortress of a movable type.2 In Bohemia 
conditions had been esentially different: infantry were com
pelled to meet cavalry in the open field, and the waggon- 
laager was invented to shelter the infantryman. But Babur 
was a cavalry leader : it was in cavalry that his great strength 
lay: he had no need to cower behind a rampart to escape the 
shock of hostile horsemen. Even as his principal objective 
was to provoke, not to avoid, a combat, so was his waggon
line a device to destroy the enemy, not a refuge in which his 
own forces might shun destruction.

It will be realised that, the position which Babur had occu
pied with such skill was one of considerable strength. So 
formidable did it appear, that some warriors grumbled, and 
said that Sultan Ibrahim would never venture against it.
But Babur justly remarked that the king of the Afghans was 
not to be judged by the standards of the Uzbeg Khans, that

1 S. Lane Poole, B a b u r : M edieval In d ia  under M uham m adan R ule,
* Oman, H istory o f  th» A rt o f  War.
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\(( 9  AN EMPIRE BUILDER 0F THE 16TH CEKTUf^T
was young, inexperienced and rash, embarking u p c m ^ l j  

! ^ C m p “ gnyS u t  any well-defined plan of action, marclung m 
random fashion, and prepared to risk his aU upon a hap
hazard battle. With this, presumably, the critics had to res 
content: and the event was to show that Babur was perfectly

“ " m i ! a -  *
11 tho dualities of a general save that of personal bravery, 

for the factor of numbers was overwhelmingly upon the side of 
th'i Mahans. Babur estimates that Ibrahim had with him 
100 000 men: which, reckoning camp-followers, is not by any 
means^animpossiblo figure. And even if we put the proportion

of non-efiectivesi to s S l  find i t  difficult

to^elieve that Sultan Ibrahim had fewer than ̂ OOOfigbtmg

- ut as over-taxation had been among the principal causes 
of Ibrahim’s unpopularity,* so was avarice to be a fac or in 
?  i\™ f011 • for a few thousand more men must assurealy

thmi fivttotneiii favour "of t i t  Afghans at a' minimum estimate, 
i ' o Ifibion the Afghans possessed a force of some thousand 

f c l  th ith  they d o u b t s  hoped to derive greet 
eleptiant , Their hopes, however, were doomed

s ; :  " h e  * *  * *  ? “ f
fighting presumably because they could not be induced
face the firo of Babur’s ordnance.

From April 12 until April 19 the two armies faced one 
another. The Mghans showed no signs of attacking, despi 
th<- annoyance to which theyVere subjected by small parties of 
if ibur’s men who rode close to the camp, discharged shouem 
o [rrows against Ibrahim’s troops, and galloped into safety 
bef v e any elective reply could be made. On April 19, however, 

i T M M i J : ,  176. * Tarikh-i-U'.kki, f. 275.



l* V S M j  \F lna<̂ ° uf3 F*s m‘n,l  to provoke a general action at a& i I
\<^\^^^ard3. I  urther delay would imperil liis wbolo en terp r iser^ ^  

F<) rvell knew' that the fate of an invading army depends upon 
a succession of victories. Cautious tactics and indecisive 
engagements are equivalent to actual defeats: in victory 
and victory alone, lies salvation. Accordingly, on the night 
of April 19, by the advice of some of the begs who had stayed 
m Hindustan since the last expedition—presumably Hindu 

eg, Abdal Aziz, Muhammad Ali Jang-Jang, and Khusru—a 
surprise was planned. Four or five thousand men—probably 
m laigc part auxiliaries and irregulars—were dispatched 
against Ibrahim’s camp, under the command of Mahdi Kliwaja, 
Muhammad Sultan Mirza, Sultan Junaid Barlas, and other- 
tried leaders. Meauwliile Babur and Humayun stood to 
ui ms w ith the remainder of the troops, ready to press a victory,
• - ould the attack succeed, or to cover the retreat of the 
attackers should failure ensue. As it turned out, the surprise 
ailed, perhaps on account of tho indifference of the troops 

employed. The men lost their way in the dark, the leaders 
did not concert their movements properly, and when day 
dawned the expedition found itself close to the enemy’s camp 
111 a position of great peril without having effected anything.
At the sight of the Mughal troops, however, Sultan Ibrahim 
beat to quarters and deployed his troops, doubtless thinking 
that he was to be attacked immediately. To this the little 
,° lce Probably owed its salvation, for while the Afghans were 
nisy making their final dispositions, Babur’s men withdrew 

boin their dangerous situation and rejoined their master.
, a 3ur waa greatly relieved, for a reverse would have been 
fatal to his plans. He had actually despatched Humayun’s 
( union cover, the retreat, and was advancing in person with 
t tc main hotly of troops under his command, when he realised 
t iat the retiiing troops were not being subjected to serious 
molestation. The army returned to its quarters, and all was 
ffmet. On the night of April 20, however, there was a false 
alarm that the camp was being attacked—sure sign that the 
nerves of the Mughal soldiery were already sorely tried by the
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suspense—and for some time grave confusion resulted. V *  I 
order was restored) and tlxe army sank into much-needed 

—̂ ^sieep.
At dawn on April 21, however, it was clear that the abortive 

night attack had precipitated a crisis. Word was brought to 
Babur that the Afghans, now thoroughly , aroused from their 
long inaction, were advancing in battle array. Quickly the 
Kabul troops armed themselves, and sprang into the saddle. 
Before the advancing Afghans could be discerned in the distance 
against the slowly-paling sky, Babur’s men were in position.

The Kabul army was drawn up in the traditional forma
tion—that formation which, though elaborated by Timur, 
goes back in all essentials to the military traditions of the 
Chinese. Right, centre, left and van were there, just as the 
author of the Sun Tzu laid down in the sixth century b .c. ; 
while in the presence of the large reserve, of the flanking parties 
on the extremity of each wing, and of the division of the centre 
into the right and left, we discern the improvements to which 
Timur owed so much of his success. Working from right to 
left, the position of the great begs was as follows : With tlie 
right flanking party (iulghma), on the extremity of the line, 
were Wali Kazil, Bialik Kasim, and Baba Kushka, in command 
of a body of Mongol troops. This party was supported by the 
buildings of Panipat town. Next to them came the main 
right wing, under the command of Humayun, assisted by a 
body of trusted leaders, Khwaja Kilan, Sultan Muhammad 
Duldai, Hindu Beg, Wali Khazin, and Pir Quli Sistani. 
Further to the left was the right centre, where stood Chin 
Timur Sultan, Sultan Salim Mirza, Muhammad Kukultash, 
Shah Mansur Barlas, Yunis Ali, Darwish Muhammad Sarban, 
and Abdalla Kitabdar. In the left centre were the trusted 
Khalifa, Khwaja Mir Miran, Ahrnadi Parwanchi, Tardi Beg, 
Kuch Beg, Muhibb-Ali Khalifa, and Mirza Beg Tarkhan. 
To the right of this division came the main body of the left 
wing, with the Muhammad Sultan Mirza, Mahtli Khwaja, 
Adil Sul; an, Shah Mir-Hosain, Sultan Junaid Barlas, Kutluq 
Kadam, Jan Beg, Muhammad Bakhshi, Shah Husain Bargi

AN EMPIRE BUILDER OP THE 1GTH CENTOS?



V- V < ^ a^<f/Mnghal Ghanchi. On the extreme left of the line, reshn^jJ^j 
J^pon the ditch and the abatis of trees, was the left flanking 
PaT(y (tulghna), with Kara-Kuzi, Abul Muhammad Nirza-baz] 
Shaikh Ali, Shaik Jamal Barin, Mahdi, and Tangri Kuli Mughal.* 

‘.There then remained the van, the reserve, and, most im
portant of all, the ordnance. The van was led by Khusru 
Kukultash and Muhammad Ali Jang-Jang. Although the 
latter nobleman was incapacitated by an arrow-wound in 
the foot, received during the retreat of the unsuccessful night 
attackers, yet his name and prestige entitled him to this post 
oi danger. The reserve was commanded by Abdul Aziz, 
the Master of the Horse. Along the front of the whole line] 
sheltered by the breastworks and waggons, were placed the 
ordnance and the matchlockmen. Ustad Ali,1 with the heavy 
pieces, was posted on the right of the centre, while Mustafa, 
who seems to have beon in command of the matchlocks and 
lighter pieces, held the line to the left. 'Babur himself, it 
would seem, wras somewhere near the centre of bis army, in 
the position which best enabled him to watch the progress of 
the fight, and to make such dispositions as events might 
require. He had no intention of allowing the enemy the 
advantage of the initiative, and had warned his flanking 
parties to hold themselves in readiness for delivei5hg a blow 
directly the enemy should advance within reach.,'

As the Afghans came into sight, it became obvious that thev 
were bearing down upon the Mughal right wing. Apparently, 
Ibrahim was pushing his left wing forward in order to avoid the 
town of Panipat, upon which Babur’s right rested. The necessity 
of attacking upon a front farshorter than had been anticipated 
dismayed the Afghans, and was plainly the cause of a certain 
confusion, of which their opponents did not fail to take advan
tage. The troops of Sultan Ibrahim came on, as Babur notes, 
at a rapid pace, and not until they perceived the way in which

1 Ustad Ali is always mentioned in the later part of the Merr îra as 
managing tho fitingi and heavy ordnance. Mustafa did not j< La Babur 
until after the siogo of Bajaur, in whioh Ustad Ali is said to have managed 
the musketry as well as tho artillery. ^
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( i Y S 1^  AN ® IK E E  b u i l d e r  o f  t h e  ig t h  c e n t i m e

y  i  ^ p B a & ir ’s carefully-chosen ground hampered the opera tiou jjS J^  
left wing, did they hesitate. Their front was badly 

cramped, and although they seem to have brought their left 
w ing to bear by adopting the expedient of inclining their line, 
they had not proper room to employ their strength. Their 
superiority in numbers, so far from benefiting them, became 
the cause of their downfall.

Babur quickly realised that the enemy’s left would come 
into conflict with his right at an early stage of the proceedings. 
Fearing lest his line should be broken by sheer weight of 
numbers, he had sent the whole of his reserve to support the 
troops holding the threatened point. As the Afghans advanced 
closer and closer, however, their front became more and more 
cramped, and at length the leading ranks hesitated, not knowing 
whether to attack under disadvantageous conditions, or to 
retire in order to readjust their line. The rear ranks, of course, 
pressed forward, and soon produced considerable disorder in 
the whole force. With the instinct of a born general, Babur 
seized upon the advantage given him by this moment of 
hesitation. He ordered the two flanking parties to sweep 
round the extremities of the onemy’s confused line, and deliver 
a violent charge in rear. At the same time, the right and left 
wings pushed straight forward, while the ordnance and match
locks poured in a withering fire from the centre. The fighting 
on both wings soon became very heavy, and Babur was obliged 
to weaken the centre by detaching troops from the left centre 
for the support of the left wing. On the right apparently 
the support afforded by Abdal Aziz and the reserve was 
sufficient. The troop;; on the right of the centre were therefore 
disengaged, and Babur ordered them to charge upon the enemy’s 
front. The Afghans were now more crowded than ever, 
for the charges upon their flanks and rear hud driven their 
wings in hopeless confusion inwards upon their centre. Taken 
on all sides, the army of Sultan Ibrahim could do nothing.
The men had no room to use their arms, and their charges 
weio ineffective. Ustad Ali and Mustafa rained death upon 
the crowded ranks, and the unfortunate Afghans fell by



•. \ tliu'u-ands beneath the swords and arrows of the Mu glads! I  j  
Mummed together in a solid mass, Sultan Ibrahim’s men could 
neither advance nor retreat. For some hours the slaughter 
continued. The engagement had begun about 6 a.m. and by 
noon the Afghans were hopelessly defeated, and those who 
could do so were fleeing for their lives. The great army of 
Sultan Ibrahim had been completely broken, and the losses 
were fearful. The battlefield was covered with corpses. 
Around the body of Sultan Ibrahim himself, who had died as 
an Afghan should, lay fivo or six thousand of his bravest 
warriors. On other parts of the field fifteen or sixteen thousand 
more corpses were counted, giving a total death-roll of some 
twenty thousand. Thus the little army of Babur had slain 
nearly three times its own numbers—a terrible testimony 
alike to the skill of the leader and to the deadliness of his 
scientific combination of cavalry and artillery. His own 
losses appear to have been quite inconsiderable.

Nor can the importance of the battle of Panipat be 
gauged merely from the number of men who fell. From the 
political point of view it was eminently decisive. The Lodi 
dynasty was broken, and their power passed into the hands 
of strangers. For the moment, it seemed that the Afghan 
power was broken a lso: in the Doab it was whispered that 
the real tale of losses was forty or fifty thousand men, and 
the plain long bore a bud name in the countryside as a 
haunted spot, whence ghostly shouts of “  Strike! ”  “  Seizo ! ”

Slay ! ”  “  Smite ! ”  mingled with groans and the clash of 
arms, came to terrify the belated wayfarer. Great indeed was 
the impression made upon the Hindus by the catastrophe.
They may well have thought that the empire of the Afghans 
bad perished along with the last scion of tho brilliant fine 
which founded it. That such was not the case, the career of 
hi’liir Shah v>us in the days of Babur’s son to afl’ord ample 
evidence.

The battle of Panipat marks the end of the second stage 
of Babur s project of the conquest of Hindi', tan. The reigning 
dynasty of Delhi had indeed suffered a catastrophe from which
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e m h r e  builder  ° E the  i6TH ce n tu ^
l ’. \ {iSjeobvery was impossible, but there yet remained to Bab^W  I

of setting himself in the place left vacant. F u l l ^ ^  
realising this, he did not rest upon his laurels. While the 
army was recovering from its labours, Babur dispatched one 
party under Prince Humayun and Khwaja Kilan to seize 
Agra, the ordinary residence of the late Sultan, and another, 
under Muhammad Khwaja, Muhammad Sultan, and Add 
Sultan to take command of the forts and treasuries of Delhi.1 
After three leisurely marches, the army reached the bank of 
the Jumna opposite Delhi, and Babur, with characteristic 
zest, paid a visit to the tombs of Ghias-ud-din, Ala-ud-Dm 
Khilji, and other famous conquerors. Then after establishing 
a provisional government for the city, with Wali Kizil as 
Sliekdar2 and Dost as Diwan, he pushed on to Agra, where he 
received an affectionate welcome from Humayun. It was on 
this occasion that the prince presented his father with the 
famous diamond, valued at half the daily expenses of the world, 
which had been given him by the kindred of the king of 
Gwalior in gratitude for the courteous treatment they had 
received when Agra was captured. Babur, with characteristic 
generosity at once gave it back to his son.
,  Following his usual plan, Babur concludes his account 

/ o f  the capture of the keys of Hindustan with a description of 
his impressions of the new land. At first, as might bo expected 
from his partiality to the climate and scenery of Kabul, they 
were the reverse of favourable. Some of his remarks are of 
great importance as throwing light upon the slate of the 
country. He notes with astonishment the ease with which 
towns rose and decayed and the spiritless way in which land 
was suffered to go out of cultivation. He also comments 
upon the annoying habit of townsmen of abandoning then’ 
homes and retiring into the depths of the jungle, whither, 
they could not be follow ed, when they were asked to pay taxes.
He probably did not realise these two traits were due to tho 
chronic condition of anarchy which had existed save for a

i P. do Conrtcilte, ii, 170; lltuineki, 3ili.
1 i.e. Military magistrate.



\'\ C 3  few/intervals, for the last half century. In his disgustprj^|^ 
\ S ' /ipding how greatly the inhabitants of Hindustan differed 

from his own men of Kabul, he sweepingly condemned the 
people as being worse than the country :

“  Although Hindustan is a country naturally full of charm yet 
its inhabitants arc devoid of grace; and in intercourse with them 
there is neither friendly society, amity, nor stable relationship.
Tiiey have no genius, no comprehension, no politeness, no generosity, 
no robustness of feeling. In their ideas, as in their methods, of 
production, they lack method, art, rules, and theory. There are no 
baths, candles, torches, schools, or even candlesticks.”

IT he re are, however, he admits, some compensating advan
tages.

“  The great advantago of Hindustan, besides the vast extent of 
its territory, is the amount of gold, coined and uncoined, which may 
he found there. Abo, during the rains the climate is very pleasant. 
Another advantage of Hindustan is the infinite number of craftsmen 
of all professions and industries which abound in it. This is not 
perhaps astonishing when one considers that industries are practised 
in the family, being handed on from father to son.”  1

But this strange country, so full of contradictions, had 
yet to be conquered. Babur had already, however, come 
into possession of much of that gold which he talks about, 
and he proceeded to distribute it with the most prodigal 
generosity. Not merely his sons and relatives, with his 
principal followers, received substantial tokens of their lord’s 
success, but in addition offerings were sent to the holy places 
of Mecca and Medina, and every living soul in Kabul received 
a silver coin.2

The distribution of the spoils must have been a pleasant 
interlude iu a period of great anxiety. Not until the first 
stages of the conquest were passed could Babur have realised

1 P. do Courteille, ii 220-230; llmmski, 377, 378.
3 For an account ot the careful way iu which Babur sent a special 

present for each one of his relations, oce Uumayun Nairn, if. 11-12. 
Babur kept so little for himself that he was called in jest kolamlar (beg
ging friar).—Firishta, ii. 4,9.
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l '  V )  magnitude of the task before him. Everywhere I 
of the Afghan tribes set themselves up as independent' 

X^ cE ie fs , and fortified themselves in some convenient stronghold. 
Kasim Sambali set himself up in Sambal; Nizam Khan in 
Biana ; Hasan Khan Mewati in Mcwat; Muhammad Zaitun 
in Dholpur; Tatar Khan Sarang-Khani-in Gwalior; Husain 
Khan Lohani in Rabiri; Kutb Khan in Etawa; Alam Khan in 
Kalpi. “  Those miserable heretics,”  says Babur, “  were the 
promoters of all the agitations and disturbances which sur
rounded us.”  1  Nor was this all. Kanauj, and the whole 
country beyond the Ganges, was still entirely in the power 
of formidable enemies like Nasir" Khan Lohani and Ma aruf 
Fannuli. The Afghans of this quarter set up a certain Bahadur 
Khan, son of Deria Khan, as Padshah, under the name of Sultan 
Muhammad. Worse still, Babur was experiencing the greatest 
difficulty in provisioning his army. The villagers fled before 
him, and took to brigandage. The roads were dangerous : 
it was impossible to get food or fodder. The hot weather 
was coming on, and the begs began to lose their courage. 
Their parrot cry of “  back to Kabul ”  annoyed Babur, and he 
grumbles bitterly at their unceasing repetition of it. In 
this difficult situation, the king exhibited all his wonted 
courage and resolution. Never does the real strength of his 
character reveal itself so clearly as in such crises as this. He 
summoned a council-meeting, and frankly asked his officers 
if they were going to throw away such a magnificent opportunity 
for want of a little courage.

“ i  told them,”  he says, “ that empire and conquest could not exist 
without the maternal and means of war : that royalty and nobility 
could not exist without subjects and dependent provinces : that by 
the labour of many years,after undergoing great hardship , measuring 
many a toilsome journey, and raising various armies—after expi ing 
myself and my troops to circuinstanccs of great danger, to battle 
and bloodshed, by flie Divine favour I  had routed my formidable 
enemy, and achieved the conquest of numerous provinces and king
doms which we at present held. And now what force compels, what

1 P. de Courteille, ii. 233; Ilminski, 381.

| / ^ 8 V A N  EMPIRE BUILDER OF THE 16TH CENTURA



l* \ ^^har&hip obliges ns, without visible cause, after having w orrA tl 
\^^5^rap/life in accomplishing the desired achievement, to abandonNrntr- J 

fly from our conquests, and to retreat to Kabul with every symptom 
of disappointment and discomfiture ? Lot anyone who calls himself 
my friend never henceforward make such a proposal; but if there 
is any among you who cannot bring himself to stay, or give up his 
purpose of return, let him depart. Having mado this fair and reason
able proposal, the discontented were of necessity compelled, however 
unwillingly, to renounce their seditious purpose.’* 1

The result of this appeal was exactly what might have been 
expected. All his officers, save one or two whose health was 
seriously affected, determined to support their master.

When the determination of Babur to remain in the country 
became generally known, it produced a great effect upon the 
situation. In the first placc^Singram Singh, who had previously 
hoped that Babur, after having smashed the power of the 
Lodi dynasty, would retire, leaving the coast clear for the 
Rajputs, now began to realise that the King of Kabul was not 
an involuntary friend but a conscious enemy. From this 
moment the Rajput confederacy commences its preparations 
for that final bid for supremacy which had long been a cherished 
design, but which was destined to prove in no long time so 
disastrous to its power?) But in the next place, many of the 
petty chiefs who had contemplated fighting for their own hand, 
so long as it seemed that the country was about to relapse into 
anarchy, came in and gave their submission to Babur so soon 
as they realised that he w asjm  mere raider, b it  a conqueror 
in the true sense of the word., (gliaikh Guren) an important 

(chieftain of Kol in the Doab) was wou over by assurances of 
protection. He [brought some two thousand men, who all 
joined Babur’s army) Shaikh Baiazicf,’ the brother and 
successor of Mustafa Farmuli, who had been the late Sultans 
lieutenant against the rebellious nohlc3 of the East, also 
entered Bajyir u service) and was given a jagir in Oudh worth 
a kror. Ufiroz Khan, Mahmud Khan Lohani, and other

1 Leyden and Erskine, 336; Uminski, 382, 383; P, do C'ourteille, 
230, 237.
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’ ^prom inent nobles, came over to Babur at the same timd£3.1—i 
aftdreceived valuable revenue grants^ 

f̂ The tide gradually turned in his favour. Men came 
pouring in from all sides, and he was at length able to undertake 
the systematic reduction of the country. ■ He hit upon a plan 
which at once satisfied his begs, and brought more and more 
territory under his control. He made grants of towns and 
fortresses yet unconquered to prominent men, and then sent 
them off with a small force to take possession/; In this way 
Sambal fell at length to Humayun, Rabiri to Muhammad Ali 
Jang-Jang, Etawa to Mahdi Khwaja, Kanauj to Sultan 
Muhammad Duldai, Dholpur to Sultan Junaid Barlas. These 
little bands fought with the utmost zeal, conscious that they 
were making their own fortunes, while at the same time the 
territories thus acquired represented an extension of the 
dominions of their master. While these minor expedition; 
were going on. Babur, who had taken care not to weaken 

L unduly Lis main striking force, held a council of Avar. (The ^  
two main antagonists with whom he had to deal were the 
Afghan rebels who had set up Bahadur Khan; and Singram 
Siqgh, who had taken advantage of the confusion to besiege 
and capture the strong fort of Kandar, near Rantambhor. ,
Of ihese.the former seemed for the moment more dangerous’ ; 
indeedPliabur’s council were distinctly inclined to under
estimate the power of the E ajputsj They pointed out that 
Singram Singh was far away, and it was not even certain 
whether he Lad the power to ■come close!/ On the other hand,
Nasir Khan Lohani and Ma’aruf Fafffiuli having advanced at 
the head of forty or fifty thousand men, and having seized 
Kanauj, it was necessary to take immediate steps against them. 
Accordingly Humayun was despatched, with the expeditionary 
forces which had been intended for Dholpur and Etawa, to 
march in their direction. He advanced steadily down the 
Ganges, and while he was still twenty miles oil Jajmau, w here 
the rebel lords bad assembled, their army took to Light without 
waiting for him.

1 P. do Court: Lie, ii. 215-6; Ilminuki, 387.
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Jli5'kilc Babur remained at Agra, strengthening h im seK J-L i 
for further efforts? organising his newly acquired resources for 
the ensuing campaign against contumacious strongholds^/ 
and employing his leisurfe in the construction of pleasure- 
gardens, full,”  as he himself says, “  of beauty and symmetry.”
He directed particular attention to the building of baths, 
which as he remarks, afford a refuge from the three curses of 
Hindustan, heat, dust, and wind. The natives, struck with 
the novelty of the style of architecture, gave the nickname 
°f “ Kabul.”  to the quarter where the new buildings rose.

{jjoabur’s main idea at this time was to reduce to submission 
all the petty independent Afghan chiofs before embarking 
upon the final trial 'of strength with Singqm Singh. Accord
ingly ho put his siege (rain in order, aiTcTcofisfructed'a monster 
gun. Eight furnaces were employed to melt the metal, and 
even then the great moulds were not full. The chief artillery
man, Ustad Ali Khan, was overcome with grief and shame, 
and was on the point of hurling himself into the molten 
bronze, but Babur consoled him with the utmost kindness.
It was afterwards found that the barrel was all right, and 
that the chamber could be cast separately. At last the 
great piece was finished, and to Baburin delight, it was 
found to carry sixteen hundred paces. /B u t  just as he was 
preparing to take the field against Biana and other strong 
places, he heard that the Rajputs were already moving. It 
is typical of the fear inspired by the formidable confederacy 
that the first tidings of their intentions were sufficient to cause 
Biana, Gwalior,1 and other citadels to offer voluntary sub
mission to Baburj The king, realising that there was no time 
0 )C l°st> declared a Holy W ai^and recalled prince Humayun, 

w o ^ad just completed a brilliant campaign by capturing

Bhnf n ftar Kban in Gwalior changed his mind about submission, and 
U nf i0 &ati‘3 in tho face of the officers Bent to receive his surrender 

j U*° town fell almost immediately through treachery. 
tj,„. p ',°ni lias a story that in a council of tho armies it « as proposed 
overJifi r’ afu.1' ?oeuring Agra, should retire to tho Panjab before tho 

uu«ht of Smgram Singh. This proposal, if ever seriously i lorward, was at once rojootod.
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V A J ^  Janiipur, Ghazipur and Kalpi. ^Babur himself was now 1 j 
"/^gra again, setting all things in order for the death struggle 

with the Rajputs J  At this particular juncture, in December,
1026, an untoward incident occurred. Babur was nearly 
poisoned by the mother of the late Sultan Ibrahim. Fortu
nately for himself, he only took the smallest possible quantity 
of the poisoned dish, which itself incorporated far less venom 
than was intended. Had he been killed, or even incapacitated 
for long, nothing could have saved the kingdom which he was 
building up, and the Rajputs would have been supreme in 
Hindustan.

The following is his own account of the incident, as detailed 
in a letter he wrote to Kabul:—•

“  The mother of Ibrahim, an ill-fated lady, had heard that I had 
eaten some thing3 from the hands of natives of Hindustan.
This lady, having heard the circumstance, sent a person to Etawa 
to call Ahmad, the taster, and delivered into the hands of a female 
ilave a tola of poison, wrapped up in a folded paper, desiring it to 
be given to the taster Ahmad gave it to a Hindustani cook who 
was in my kitchen, seducing him with the promise of four Pergannas, 
and desiring him by some means or other to throw it into my food.
She sent another female slave after the ono whom she had desired 
to cany the poison to Ahmad, in order to observe if the fust slavo 
delivered the poison or not. . . He did not throw it into the pot, 
because I had strictly enjoined the tasters to watch the Hindus, 
and they had tasted the food in the pot while it was cooking. When 
they were dishing the meat, my graoele3s tasters were inattentive, 
and the cook threw the poison upon a plate of thin slices of bread : 
he did not. throw above one-half the poison that was in the paper 
upon the bread, and then put some meat fried in butter upon the 
slices. If ho had thrown it above the fried meat, or into the cooking 
pot, it would have been much worse: but in his oonfusion, he spilt 
the better half on the fireplace. On Friday, after afternoon 
prayers, they dished the dinner. I was very fond of hare so I ate 
some, iw well as a good deal of fried carrot. I was not sonsible of 
any disagree.) Me taste. I ate a morsel or two of smoke-dried meat, 
and felt nausea. I was seized with so violent a retelling that I 
nearly vomited. At last, perceiving I could not cheek it? I went |
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watereloset, and vomited a good deal. As I had never l I 1  J 
. after my food, some suspicions crossed my mind. I ordered 
;s to bo taken into custody, and desired the meat to be given 

to a dog, which I had shut up. Next morning, about the first watch, 
the dog became sick, his belly swelled, and he seemed distressed. 
Although they threw stones at him, and shoved him about, they 
could not make him rise. Ho remained in this condition until noon, 
when he rose and recovered. Two young men had also eaten of 
this food: next morning they too vomited much, and one was 
extremely ill, although in tho end both escaped.

“  On Monday, being a court day, I directed all the grandees and 
chief men, the Begs and Wazirs, to attend the Diwan. The two 
men and the two women were brought in, who, being questioned, 
detailed the whole circumstance. The taster was ordered to be cut 
to pieces: the cook was flayed alive: one of the women was ordered 
to lie trampled to death by an elephant, the other to be shot with a 
matchlock. . , Thanks be to God, there are now no remains of 
illness.”  1

It was extremely fortunate that he was able to attend to 
business again so soon, for matters were beginning to look 
serious. ^The garrison which had been thrown into Eiana 
when it surrendered was now besieged by the united forces of 
fcungram Singh and Hasan Khan Mewati—an unholy alliance 
whose only bond of union was a common desire to expel 
Hibur from India. The garrison of Biana, sallying out some
what too rashly, suffered a severe check, and was soon hard
pressed/}

(Babur at once despatched Muhammad Sultan Mirza with 
a body of light troops to the relief of Biaiia) cursing meanwhile 
us own undue generosity in having released with honour the 

p 'n ?*. *̂-asan Khan Mewati, who had been taken at Panipat. 
'•earning that the moat critical moment of his career was now 

approaching-, the moment which was to make or mar his 
*kw dreams of empire^-JB&bur took the field in person on 

e ,ruary 11th, 1527.2 (Xfip opening of the campaign was not 
propitious. The relieving force was unable to reach the

1 P- do Courteille, ii. 260-4; Ihninski, 306-308. a 0th Jemadi, 1 .
L
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( ’ ( a L  M kison of Biana, or even to get into communication w it^ yeT
V V ^ S ^ g s ie g e d . To make matters worse, they brought back

^ ^ tor ies  of the ardour and bravery of the. Sana’s men that 
Babur’s army began to be discouraged) £He marched from 
Agra to Sikri, while the enemy advanced m his direction as 
far as Bhasawar. To add to the depression, another unfortunate 
incident occurred. T W begs took it in turns to command 
tho advance guar^tfUn Abdul A z i z ’ s  day he advanced to
Kanua without any precaution, and his httle band of Id 
men was promptly assailed by three times its own numbers. 
Several successive contingents had to bo despatched to bring 
him off, and this^as only done at considerable cost, with the 
loss of his standard^

\ In expectation of an immediate battle, Babur and h«s me 
■ buckled on their armour, assembled their waggons and gun 

. \ carriages, and went out to look for the enemy. Having advanced 
' two miles without seeing anything of their adversaries, they 

determined to camp, more especially a&jjiey were now within 
convenient distance^ a large lake, p a b u r  set about fortify
ing his position, @ o n g  the front o K  lme were placed tl|  
groups of waggons, each waggon connected with its neighbou 
by an iron cliamjdxtecn or eighteen feet long, which took tin 
place of the extemporised hide-ropes of Pampat field. \Behmd 
these waggons, as before, the artillerymen and the musketeers 
were to find shelt^j[gustafa,tbe Turkish expert won Babur s 
particular commendation by the skill with which he arranged 
his barricade, and the Emperor determined to post him on th 
right where Bumayun would benefit from Ins assistance, 
listed All, whose arrangements were not quite so perfect, was 
placed in front of the o e n tr O p h e  position was further 
strengthened by a ditch, cut to protect the army on the sides 
where there were no waggons, for the nature of the country i 
such that it was impossible to find natural protection ei. le 
on die flanks or in the reu Q  But the most notable feature 
of the preparations waT tE e construction of novel engines 
of wood, resembling wheeled tripodjJ These, when placed 
in line, afforded at once cover for the musketeers and a rest tor
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XVsiWwW^muskcta. They could be trundled forward or backward 
' - and, secure in their protection, a corps of musketeers could 

advance right out into the open field, should circumstances 
make such a move desirable. These tripods also were con
nected together by ropes of hide—a clear indication that their 
construction was undertaken upon the spur of the moment .

There is no doubt that in ordering the army to make these 
novel instruments of war, Babur and Khalifa, his right-hand 
man, were killing two birds with one stone. On the one hand, 
Panipat had shown how great would bo the advantage if 
musketeers were so equipped as to be able to fight in the open 
field, to follow up a charge or to take a wavering foe in flank.
But, on the other hand, the labour of constructing the tripods, 
which occupied between three and four weeks, gave a respite 

iTe army, and enabled them to recover their confidence. 
\JJufortunately, at this moment came a small reinforcement 

of five hundred men, bringing with thenj«two notable things— 
a supply of Babur’s favourite Ghazni wine, and a prominent 
astrologer. Doubtless the Padshah was pleased with the 
urmer: but before he could have consumed much of it, ho 

heard that the astrologer was turning the hearts of the army 
to water with his distressing predictions, j  Babur had in his 
early days suffered disaster through giving ear to astrological 
superstitions, and he had no mind to repeat the experience.

, ' le endeavoured to arouse the martial spirit of his men by 
ispatching plundering parties in various directions: but 

aeon found that something more startling was necessary if 
ej were to be rescued from their depression. Accordingly, 

e solemnly renounced wineJT-not for the first time, indeed!— 
Poured out the new Ghazni vintage upon the ground, broke 
UP 118 c°stly drinking-vessels, and distributed tbe fragments 
«mc»ng the poor. Some three hundred of the principal begs 
0 owed his example, and the dramatic spectacle fired the 

army w.th new enthusiasm. To celebrate the occasion, Babur

of K n S t ' lleK'-is '10 roaaon to question Babur's sincerity at the moment 
he remai.ii?"1’  can.not fi3 maintained, as some historians assort, that 

wed true to his vow for the rest of his life. See below, p. 174.
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l* \ icrcinally decreed a remission of the tamga or stamp-taxTjwk I , 
I act of piety. Before long, however, a fresh wave of de

pression swept over the little force. The spectacle of their 
master’s changed ipanner of life may well have helped to 
disconcert th em .fln  any case, Babur |ound it necessary to 
restore their courage by a direct appeal J  If we may recon
struct his speech, after the manner of Thucydides, he must 
have said something like this:

“  My lords and comrades in arms ! Do you not know that there 
lies a journey of some months between us and the land of our birth 
and our familiar city 1 If our side is defeated (God preserve us 
from that day ! God forbid it !), where are we ? Where is our 
birthplace—where our city ? We have to do with strangers 
and foreigners. But lot every man remember that whosoever enters 
this world is subject to destruction: for God alone is eternal and 
unshakeable. He who commences the banquet of life must at length 
drain the cup of death. Better is it to die gloriously than to live 
with a name disgraced. If I die with glory, all is for the best. Let 
me leave an honourable name, for certainly my body cannot escape 
death. Almighty God has ordained for us this fortune, and put 
before us this noble destiny, that if we are vanquished, we die 
martyrs: if we conquer, we have won His holy cause. Therefore 
let us all swear, in the name of the All Mighty, that we will never flee 
from a death so glorious: and that while our souls are not separated 
from our bodies, our bodies shall never bo separated from the perils 
of this combat.” 1

(He added that after this enemy had been beaten, he would 
give leave to go home_tii everyone who asked for it. The 
response was enthusiastic)

“  They swore by the divorce of their wives, and on the Holy 
Book: they recited the fatiha and said, ‘ Oh King ! God willing, we 
will not spare ourselves in sacrifice and devotion, so long as breath 
and life are in our bodies.’ ”

The spirit of the army was entirely restored, which was 
fortunate, for had news was coming in apace., Rabiri had been 
seized by Husain Khan Lohani: Chandwa byfeutb Khan. The

1 P. do Courteille, ii. 283-4; Humayun Kama, cd. A, S. Beveridge, 99
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i °  Sauibal and Kanauj abandoned their charges and 5e<r^^ 
to Babur. Gwalior was besieged, and, worst of aU, desertion 
bw§n in the ranks even of the main army.

V ’' hen his preparations were complete, however, Babur 
pushed on undauntedly^) On March 12th Ustad Ali Khan 
and the muskeTe’ers advanced, the waggons and the wheeled 
tripods rolling in front of them. The Padshah himself rode up 
and down the line, his eye everywhere, cheering, encouraging 
and exhorting. When he came within view of the enemy, 
he sent out a few skirmishers, who successfully attacked 
some stragglers and brought off a number of heads. This 
smah exploit greatly encouraged the army.

(Having carefully surveyed the ground. Babur halted throe 
ats neat Kanulfl while Khalifa and the pioneers dug trenches 

and raised ramparts. (A ?  last on March 16th, when all was 
ready, the army advanced in battle array and occupied the 
position prepared for it.1 Just as the tents were being pitched, 
t e news was brougEFthat the enemy was in motion. Without 
confusion, all fell into their appointed places.

The Mughal camp was situated on the plain, near the village 
? Kanua, about ten miles from Sikri. It is unfortunately 
impossible to determine with any accuracy the site of the 
position taken up by the Padshah’s men. Our only evidence 

three facts : Mrst, that Babur advanced to meet 
0 in p u ts , who were coming up from Bhasawar ; secondly, 
at he was quite close to Kanua hill; thirdly, that the battle 

love earlier, and was far more desperately contested, upon 
0 right wing than upon the left. This would perhaps justify 
c assumption that Babur’s camp faced west and south, 

i its left resting upon, or partially flanked by, the hill 
above mentioned.

Along the front of the line were the artillerymen and the 
mm keteers, secure in the shelter of tlio chained waggons and 
°  0 tripod-liko breastworks. Mustafa, with the mateh-
°P. an,l  culverins, was posted in advance of the right wing,

16  Ustad Ali, with the heavy ordnance, held the ground 
n ronk ° -  the centre. As at Panipat, the line was not
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1 X ^ ,  ..^Continuous ; there was a series of gaps through which charges 
■were delivered upon the foe. In the rear, and upon both 
flanks,- apparently, were the entrenchments thrown up by 
the pioneers. The disposition of the troops was as follow?. 
On tho extreme left waB a picked body of household troops 
detached to constitute the tulghma, under the command of 
Mumin Atkah and Rustam Turkman. To the right of this 
body was the left wing, divided, we may assume, into the 
customary three divisions, left, centre, and right, under the 
general direction of Khalifa. With him were a number of 
highly distinguished Turki nobles, Saiyid Mahdi Khwaja, 
Muhammad Sultan Mirza, Adil Sultan, Abdul Aziz, Master 
of the Horse, Muhammad Ali Jang-Jaug and others : as well 
as a contingent of Afghan leaders, Jalal Khan, Kamal Khan, 
Ali Khan Farmuli, and Nizam Khan of Biana. We are not 
informed of their relative positions: indeed, owing to the 
fact that all existing accounts of the battle are inspired by 
Babur and Humayun, who were posted upon the centre and 
right respectively, much of what took place upon the left wing 
is far from clear.1 On the immediate right of the left wing, 
came the left division of the centre, where were posted Ala-ud- 
Din Lodi, now once more an adherent of Babur, Shaikh Zain, 
to whose elaborate but bombastic description we owe so much, 
Muhibb Ah, Shir Afkan, Khwaja Husain, and others. Next, 
in tho very centre of the battle line, stood the main body of 
the household guard, commanded by the Padshah himself, 
who was surrounded by iiis aidcs-dc-vavip under Sultan Mu
hammad, the adjutant-general. On the right of the centre 
was posted a body of Babur’s most trusty army beg3, Chin 
Timur Sultan, Sulaiman Shah, Yunus Ali, Shah Mansur Bar la-, 
Abdullah Kitubdar, Dost Ishaq Agha, and others. On their 
right again was the left division of the right wing, under Mir 
Hamah, Muhammad Kukuldash and Khwajagi Asad. The

®0llroc',n, for tho battle of Karma are, upon tho Mughal side, 
i t ?  , 9m 8 official IVrsian dispatch, Babu; Xair.c, 316 eeq. : Leyden 

339 « f j . : P. do Oourlcille, C87 seq. : Ilmiuaki, 410 *ev, 
or tho Rajput side, see Tod, Annals of ila a r , chapter ix.
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body of the right wing was commanded by Humayun,
" : antuncluded, like the left wing,a number of highborn Afghans 

who had for the moment thrown in their lot with the Mughals 
— Khan Khanan Dilawar Khan, Malik-Dad Kurram, and 
Shaikh Guren. In the right division of the right wing were 
Kasim Husain Sultan, Ahmad Yusuf Aglanchi, Hindu Beg, 
Klinsrn Kukultasli, and Kawan Beg Urdu-Shah, as well as 
a couple of ambassadors, who had been brought, apparently, 
to see the fighting—Sultan Aghur, the ambassador of Iraq, 
and Husain, the ambassador of Sis ton. The end of the line 
was held by the right tulghma, a strong body of Mongol troops, 
under the command of Tardika, Malik Kasim, and Baba Kishka.

f i t  seems that the number of troops under Babur’s command 
was greater than at Panipat, but the depression and vacillation 
which the Padshah was at such pains to overcome proves that 
the average morale was not so goodTj To the sturdy Turki 
and Mongol troops who had won hiirf the throne of. Delhi, 
Babur had by this time added contingents of Afghan troops 
of poorer quality. That these had swelled the total force to 
any considerable extent is unlikely, in view of the wastage 
which must have occurred in the original army from the 
ravages of climate and warfare, as well as from the exigencies 
of garrison duty. In the absence of precise information, no 
sound conclusion can be arrived a t: but from the general 
character of the fighting as well as from the number of indi
vidual leaders mentioned by name in the official account, we 
may perhaps hazard a guess that Babur’s army numbered 
eight or ten thousand effectives. That the numerical odds 
y-ere prodigiously unfavourable to him is beyond question. 

{According to the Mughal official estimate, Singram Singhs 
"immediate adherents numbered 100,000, and the followers 
of the confederated chieftains who marched with him,another 
100 ,000. Trhese numbers aro plainly exaggerated so far as 
fighting men are concerned, although if camp follower, were 
reckoned in, it is conceivable that so great a total might be 
approached. In the Turki account it is stated thqt only 
one-third of Rana Singiam Singh’s personal feudatories had
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v^ v^ K ^ n /ady  given proof of their fidelity in previous battles 1 : buk-z-1 —i
^ T iS ie v e n  so, it seoms impossible to avoid the conclusion tha^mT 

effectives the Rajput chieftain outnumbered his ■ antagonist 
by seveii or eight to one. ~j]

0 t  was about threo Hours after sunrise when the battle 
begargja fact which fixes the first Rajput attack somewhere 
between 9 and 9.30 a.m. Apparently Singram Singh’s idea 
was to roll up the Mughal line from the extreme right, for his 
first desperate charge was delivered against the tulghma 
troops under Malik Kasim and the right division of the right 
wing under Khusru Kukultash. For some time, the centre, 
the left, and even the main body of the right, were out of 
action, and the men upon each side contented themselves 
with watching the movements of their adversaries. Very 
soon, however, it became necessary for the Mughals to rein
force tho troops on the extreme right, who were suffering 
severely. The moment was one of great danger. A tulghma 
was accustomed to attack, not to resist, and signs of weakening 
began to show themselves. If the end divisions of the right 
wing gave way, the whole line would be rolled up, and defeat 
would be immediate and irreparable. Babur instantly 
determined to dispatch his trustiest leader to the threatened 
point. Tho assistance came just in time. Chin Timur Sultan, 
with a body of picked men, charged the Rajput left wing, 
smashed into their midst, and so relieved the pressure upon 
the Mughal right. The attack was well pushed home, and 
a gap was apparently opened between the Rajput left and 
centro. Of this the Mughal leaders were quick to take ad
vantage. Mustafa, the artilleryman, trundled his culverins 
and his tripods info the open field, and from thi$ position 
of advantage commenced a destructive fire with small-calibre 
ordnance and matchlocks. (So great was the effect that the 
morale of tho discomfited Mughals was restored. Fresh 
troops were hurried up, and little by little the fighting involved 
all the men of the right wing, as Kasim Husain Sultan, K awan 
Beg, Urdu-Skah, Hindu Beg, Muhammad Kukultash, and 

1 llmimki, 495; P. do Court ilfo, ii. 414.
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V %-2 -E ^ ^ a ja ji Asad were successively drawn into action.^ Before 
long, as Rajput reinforcements brought ever-increasing 
pressure to bear upon the Mughal right, contingents from 
the nearest division of the centre were hurled into tjie fray: 
fir'* .Yunus Ali, Shah Mansur Barlas and Abdulla Kitabdar.
An instant later came Dost-Ishaq Agha. (Thus supported, 
and aided in addition by Mustafa’s deadly firearms, the Mughal 
right beat ofi all attacks and inflicted severe losses upon the
enemy.]1 . .

Rana Singram Singh now turned his energies elsewhere.
Avoiding for a moment the centre, where Ustad Ali and the 
heavy ordnance were making themselves unpleasantly active, 
the Rajputs delivered a series of fierce charges upon the left.
But while the main body of the left wing, manned by Mu
hammad Sultan Mirza, Adil Sultan, Muhammad Ali Jang-Jang, 
and other stout warriors, stood fast and declined to yield 
a foot, the t-ulghma under Rustam Turkman and Mumin 
Atkah swept round and fell upon the rear of the enemy. A 
tulglima attacking, the Rajputs soon found, was a very different 
thin-'from a tulghma attacked: and when Mullah Mahmud,
Ali Atkah, and at last Khalifa himself, hurried up, the effect 
produced by the charge in rear was serious. None the less, 
by sheer weight the Rajputs maintained a formidable pressure 
upon the left wing, and Babur found it necessary to dispatch 
Khwaja Husain with a picked body of household troops as a
reinforcement. . , ,

f> ffThe battle now raged all along the line, and remained tor 
sora8*time indecisive. On the one band the Mughal artillery 
caused fearful carnage in the crowded Rajput ranks, and on 
the other, the unceasing pressure of superior numbers reduced 
Babur's men almost to their last gasp^j Realising the necessity 
for a supreme effort, if the scaleTSfW tory were not to incline 
against him, the Padshah ordered the household cavalry m 
the centre to charge in two compact bodies, ono on each side 
of the artillery, leaving a clear passage down the middle for 
Ustad Ali’s “  great balls.”  Simultaneously, it would appear, 
a strong body of matchlockmeu was brought from the right
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whose fire supplemented the efforts of Ustad Ali. This 
clever manoeuvre was crowned with success. The charge of 
the household troops forced back the Rajput centre, and 
the firearms blasted a lane of death into the thick of the foe.
The matchlockmen then advanced from behind the artillery, 
trundling their tripods in front of them, and the ground gained 
was quickly occupied by the Mughal infantry. The Padshah 
in person now ordered a general advance in the centre. The 
guns were moved forward, and Ustad Ah redoubled his 
activities. At the spectacle of Babur’s advance with the 
victorious centre, the Mughal right and left wing3 struggled 
desperately to straighten the line. So fierce were their charges 
that they forced the Rajput right and left wings back in con
fusion, and drove them inwards upon the centre. Once more was 
the fight evenly contested for some t ime. Although the Rajputs 
were plainly outmanoeuvred, their superiority in numbers 
was still a terrible strain upon the wearied Mughals. Rousing 
themselves for a last effort, Rana Singram Singh’s men hurled 
themselves upon the right and left wings of their opponents, 
who were now threatening to surround them. Desperate 
indeed was that final charge; the Mughal wings were driven 
from their enveloping position, and forced back almost in 
a line with their centre, nearly it seems to the place where 
Babur himself was standing. On the ieft, where the pressure 
was greatest, the Rajputs came within an ace of breaking 
through. But the advantage gained by their antagonists 
was too marked, and the toll taken by the artillery was too 
severe. Sullenly the Rajput chivalry ebbed back; the 
Mughal wings in their turn charged once more, this time with 
decisive effect. Their opponents broke and fled. As Babur 
was gallantly forcing his way forward in the centre, his lieu
tenants on each wing camo to tell him that the day v>as won.
The hosts of Singram Singh melted away like snow at noonday, 
and the battle of Kanua was over.

The Rajput historians state that only treachery could have 
caused tho defeat of the liana,1 although such an assumption

1 Tod, Annals of Mewar, chapter is

I ' c°ks*\
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V V ^ ' V  necessary to account for a reverse suffered at the
. of h. skilful general supported by good artillery and well- 

di teiplined troops. There is no stamp of truth upon the story 
told in Annals of Mewar, that Babur tried io  make peace 
before fight ing, and succeeded only in corrupting the inter
mediary, Siladi of Raisin, who joined him at the decisive 
moment of the struggle. The cry of treachery is a common 
solace to the pride of a beaten army.i The Rajputs, indeed, 
suffered a terrible shock. Hardly a clan was there which did 
not lose the flower of its princely blood. Singram Singh himself 
escaped, badly wounded: but his power was broken, and 
t he decline of his prestige fatally weakened the only bond which

Eld together the great Rajput confederacy.
consequences of the battle of Kanua were most 

(iu the first place,(the menace of Rajput supre
macy, which had loomed large before the eyes of Muhammadans' jb  
in India for the last ten years was remove^once for all. (The 
powerful confederacy^, which depended so largely for its unity 
upon the strength and reputation of Mewar,(was shattered by 

single great defeat, and ceased henceforth to be a dominant 
1 ; factor in the politics of Hindustani Yoccondlv, Mughal 
• empire of India was now firmly -established) Babur had 

definitely seated himself upon the throne of Sultan Ibrahim, 
and the sign and seal of his achievement had been the annihila
tion of Sultan Ibrahim’s most formidable antagonists. /Hither
to, the occupation of Hindustan might have been Iookefl fipon 
as a mere episode in Babur’s career of adveniure: but from 
henceforth it becomes the keynote of his activities for the 
remainder of his life. His days of wandering in search of a 
fortune are noF passed away : the fortune is his, and he has 
but to show himself worthy of it^ And it is significant of the 1

1 i ’ajpnt annaiista display considerable disliko for Siladi, who was 
subsequently converted to Islam under tho namo of Salah-ud-JL>in by 

„ . Iur Shah of Gujarat. See Mirat-i-HHwid.-. I. That the story 
or his treachery is without foundation soema clear from the fact that ho 
never received any reward from tho Mughals and never came into contact 
with them subsequently. After tho defeat he retired southwards, and 
concerned himself an before with the politics of Malvra.
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stage in his career which this battle marks that 
^i^Sfilterwards doe3 he have to stake his throne and life upon the 

issue of u stricken field. Fighting there is, and fighting in 
plenty, to be done : but it is fighting for the extension of his 
power, for the reduction of rebels, for the ordering of his 
kingdom. It is never fighting for his throne. t^And it is also 

llv significant of Babur’s grasp of vital issues that from henceforth 
the centre of gravity of his power is shifted from Kabul to 
Hindustan^ He recognised clearly that the greater must 
rule the less, and that from the little kingdom of former days 
he could never hope to control the destinies of his new 
empire. Often as his heart sighed for the streams and 
meadows of his mountain home, he resolutely remained in 
India for the rest of his life, fighting, governing, administer
ing, striving to put all things upon a sound basis ere death 
called him away.

After the battle of Kanua, Babur, having for the moment 
no open enemy in the field, was able to proceed unhindered 
to the reduction of his dominions. After constructing the 
usual tower of skulls as a trophy of victory, he pushed on to 
Biana. lie  contemplated a regular invasion of Bajputana 
to set the seal upon his triumph, but as the hot weather \vu • 
coming on, he reluctantly yielded to the counsel oE his amirs, 
and abandoned the project. Ho determined, however, to 
undertake the reduction of Mcwat, and marched into Alwar, 
receiving the submission of the local chieftains. He then 
returned to Agra via Kotila and Biana.

A hde he was on the march, he allowed Humayun,1 Mahd 
Ehwaja, and all who needed rest and refreshment, to return 
to Kabul. Many seem to have availed themselves of the 
promise which had been given beforo the battle. Probably 
the Padsh *lar was not sorry to sec them go. Tho condition 
of Kabul, denuded of troops as it was, was the cause of eoino 
anxiety to him, for he well knew that if a sudden reverse of 
ortune should drive him from India, it would be of the greatest

! iio Prineo exposed himself to grave censure by plundering so mo 
treasure-houses at Delhi on the wey homo.

/ W ^ ) V  TnE CONQUEST OF HINDUSTAN i n r



g |  importance to possess a strong and stable base from wfcji| i Qj 
x . ; conduct future operations.

For himself, there was no rest. The first thing to be done 
was to reduce to submission the districts which had thrown off 
their allegiance before the battle of Kanua. An expedition 
dispatched against Chandwa and Rabiri, under the leadership 
of Muhammad Ali Jang-Jang and Tardi Beg, proved completely 
successful. The fortresses were recaptured without difficulty, 
and the principal rebel, Husain Khan Lohaui, was drowned 
in attempting to  escape across the Jumna. Etawa promptly 
surrendered when this news reached Kutb Khan. Another 
strong force was despatched against Biban, a powerful Afghan 
chief, who had taken advantage of the recent confusion to 
besiege and take Lucknow. Biban fled without fighting, and 
his conquests fell into Babur’s handy.
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CHAPTER VII

THE FOUNDATIONS OF AN EMPIRE

Authorities.—Babur nama; The Tarikh-i-D audi; Tho Tarikh-i- 
Shir Shahi.

Modern Works.—Erskine; Elliot and Dowscn, volumes iv and v.
Now for tlie first time Babur was able to complete the dis
tribution of the different provinces and districts among his 
followers. Hitherto he had been compelled to keep his whole 
force mobilised ; but tho triumph of Kanua and the con
sequent disappearance of open resistance, made it possible 
for him at the beginning of the rains to direct each of his nobles 
to repair to his own pargana, to set his necessary allairs in 
order, and to prepare his arms and accoutrements in readiness 
for the season when military operations would again become 
possible. Such was the first step taken by Babur in founding 
the administration of the Mughal Empire.

A word must acre be said as to the difficulties with which 
he was confronted. Such executive machinery as had been in 
u.-e during the fourteenth century, had not survived the troubles 
of the fifteenth, Tho monarchy of the Lodi dynasty had been 
a kmd of hegemony, exercised by one chief over others who 
wero almost liis equals in power if not in prestige. Local 
administration seems to luivo been entirely in the hands of 
local magnates, who in their turn depended not upon the 
central authority, but upon the great nobles in whose provinces 
they lay. The control of the king over the local authorities 
seems to have been confined to the right to demand a certain 
fixed quota of armed men, and the right to exact certain
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V^v^wl.op‘/ l 7-(lcIiued dues, the amount of which could be incread2 r - l—1 
sovereign was strong enough or rash enough to ignore 

the resulting discontent.1 The administration of justice seems 
to have been the work of the civil and religious officers ap
pointed by, and responsible to, the great chiefs. Justice vas> 
not a royal prerogative, although case.? of importance were 
brought to the king for decision; rather, it would seem, as an 
act of courtesy upon the part of the litigants than as the 
consequence of any prescriptive right on the part of the king.
In war the sovereign was indeed the leader, although how far 
he was able to impose his will upon the powerful chiefs whose 
followings composed the bulk of his army depended rather 
upon his personality than upon his position. A  king like 
.baIdol, who frankly recognised the limitations of his preroga
tives, found this loose system of administration not difficult, 
to work. It seems to have been easy, generally speaking, 
to gather an army which would help to impose the royal will 
upon some flagrant offender : although it behoved the king to 
be sure that, the royal will did not differ essentially from the 
v ib,of the powerful feudatories.

Now t was just because of bis failure to recognise the 
limitatio s imposed by circumstances upon the power of the 
over*igu, that Ibrahim Lodi had come to such utter disaster 

disaster of which his defeat by Babur was the consequence 
rather than the occasion. He had attempted to restore to 
the Luitanate of Delhi that absolute authority which it had 
possessed in the days of Muhammad bin Tughlaq. But times 
had changed: the monarchy of the Lodi.; was not a divine 
inheritance, but a human compromise, and the power and 
prestige of the monarch were alike diminished.

These considerations must be borne in mind when the 
position of Babur is to be determined. On the one hand, ho 
had displaced the Lodis, a dynasty whose (success, such as 
11 1,ad ^suited from a frank recognition of the position 
0 the »°vereigu as primus i>uer pares ; on the other hand, ho

of Ibrahim L<j(ji. ,UlU W y  formid» tl0 shown by the roceuteiample
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THE FOl]NDATIONS 0F  AN EMHRE 1/ H

v \ k % vot-~ himself the very embodiment of absolute kingship, tn ^ j I ,
r X % r 3 ^ # ^ hip nofc only of conquest, but also the kingship of righr 

divine : being first a great conqueror surrounded by the 
glamour of success; and, secondly, the representative of Amir 
Timur, entitled to nil the superstitious reverence with which 
his ancestor had been invested.

It will thus be seen that Babur had not merely to conquer 
a kingdom : he had to recreate a theory of kingship. ITo was 
determined to be no sultan, hampered by all the limitations 
which had beset the Lodi dynasty, but a padshah, looking down 
upon even his highest amirs from the towering eminence upon 
which the divine right of Timur's blood had placed hin^Now.as 
we have already noticed, there was no administrative machinery 
adequate to the task of bringing Hindustan under the effectual 
dominance of the centralised, absolute monarchy which repre
sented Babur’s ideal of kingship./Something entirely new, sorae- 
thing to bridge the gulf betwotm central and local authorities, 
something such as afterwards came into being under Akbar, 
was required. Unfortunately Babur being no.administrative 
genius, but a plain warrior with statesmanlike iustinets^founc 
it not cssary to carry on the administrative plan which he fonud 
alrtxnh in existence, namely, that of parcelling the dominions.,, 
subject to liim among the great amirs, with the understanding 
bat on oh was responsible for the. good order of the districts 

under bis control. The consequences of this plan had always 
been die same : the monarchy, having erected an artificial 
barrier between itself and the local administration, los* little 
bv little 11 its authority, until last of all its prestige departed, 
and tlw throne became the prey of contending faction. The 
great amirs, on the other hand, gained what the crown lost. 
During the reign of Babur, this does not become apparent, 
partly because he was invested with the prestige of a con* 
qututor: partly became the time was too short for the consc- 
qiicii'Ti of bis policy to make themselves felt. Even before 
)ii (lied however, symptoms of Tadieal uu ouudne: in the
administration arc not far to seek. The old haphazard 
financial system entirely failed to provide means for the

M



l - \  faSJ1 yp^kfep of the “ professional”  soldiers, like the gunners £ j 
j^^atchlockmen, who were paid directly from the royal 

revenue. Having distributed with lavish generosity the royal 
hoards in Delhi and Agra, Babur suddenly found himself 
with an empty treasury. For the moment the deficit was met 
by a levy of 30 per cent, on the revenues of all great offices.
But in the time of Humayun there is a repetition of the old 
story of financial breakdown, accompanied by revolution, 
intrigue, and the dethronement of a dynasty. It was the rare 
good fortune of the house of Timur that they were able at 
last to regain their heritage of conquest, strengthened by the 
work of the Afghan Shir Shah, an administrator of marked 
originality, who, all unwittingly, built up for the Mughals 
ibat structure of administrative machinery which, while it 
was necessary for securing the triumph of the new ideal of 
kingship they represented, they had been entirely unable to 
construct for themselves. Had Babur been as successful in 
administration as he was in fighting, the troubles of HumayunV. 
reign would never have occurred. As it was, he bequeathed 
to his son a monarchy which could be held together only by 
fho continuance 01 war conditions; which in times-of peace 
was weak, structureless and invertebrate. One of the most 
illuminating criticisms upon the monarchy founded by Babur 
was made by Shir Shah himself

“  Sbice I have been amongst the Mughals, and know their coil- 
duet m action, I see that they have no order or discipline, and that 
<1 ■ ,r kings, from pride of birth and station, do not personally super
intend the government, but lcavo all the affairs of the slato to their 
nobles and ministers, in whose sayings and doings (hey put perfect 
onfidonce. These grandees act on oorrupt motives in every case, 

whether it be that of a soldier’s, or a cultivator’s or a rebellious 
zemindar's. Whoever has money, whether loyal or disloyal, can get 
h“  bu seU,ed M he iikes by paying for i t : but if ft man has no 
money, although ho may have displayed his loyalty on a hundred 
occasions, or bo a veteran soldier, ho will never gain bis end. From 
‘ his lust of gold they make no distinction between friend and toe.”  1

1 T a r ik h - i - S k ir  H h a h i; Elliot and Dowson, iv. 330-1.
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then, as a conqueror and not as an administrator th a t^ - ''* ^  
x^ f ia b u r  must be considered to have laid the foundations of the 

Mongol Empire. It is his conquests which are of importance, 
not his administrative achievements: for while the former 
remained the nucleus of the power of his descendants, the 
latter became the cause of much disaster before their final 
abandonment.  ̂ ‘

During all the three years which elapsed between the battle 
of Kanua and the day of his death in 1530, Babur was en
gaged in an almost continuous series of military operations 
for the safeguarding and extension of his dominions. In the 
intervals of campaigns, he amused himself by touring the 
country, seeing it with his own eyes, and recording his impres
sions for the benefit of his readers. He also spent much time 
in superintending building operations, constructing for himself 
palaces, baths, and gardens designed as refuges against the 

t burning summer heats.
The first military operation of any importance after the 

subjugation of the eastern rebels detailed in the last chapter 
occurred in December, 1527. Babur decided that though the 
power of the Rajput confederacy had been broken, yet there 
were individual leaders who needed a lesson. One of the most 
famous of those was Medni Rao, the kingmaker of Malwa, who 
at present possessed the great fortress of Chanderi. A jihad 
was declared, and on December 9th Babur set out from Sikri 
on the arduous march to Malwa. But before he went, he had 
to make plans for the frustrat ion of the hostility of the Afghans.
Being well aware that the goodwill of the noblemen in the cast 
was more than doubtful, Babur directed the loyalists of that 
quarter to assemble at Ivanauj. The redoubtable Shaikh 
Baiazid, who was theu -upposed to be at peace, was invited to 
im  in the projected campaign against the hostile Afghans, 
but in the event of his refusing, Babur mve orders that he 
was to be attacked first of all.

Having thus made provision for ea tern affairs, Balrur 
crossed the river at the ford of Kinar, near the junction of the.
Ganges and the Ohambal, and proceeded to Kalpi. From
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v> - './Knlpi he marched to Kechran1 via Irich and Bhander. Fromi
.''■■■■■ Kechran to Chanderi the road ran through rough country, and

pioneers had to be sent ahead to level the way and cut down the 
jungle for the passage of the army. He the.n crossed what he calls 
the “  Berhanpur River ” —presumably a stream which then ran 
in one of the sandy beds which still exist between Banpur 
and Lalatpur—and encamped opposite Chanderi on January 
21st, 1528.2 A favourable position was chosen for the batter- 
in;.’: cannon; breastworks and scaling ladders were prepared. 
Babur, who only wished to ensure the submission of the rebel 
leader, offered very favourable terms ; but Medni Rao rejected 
thorn scornfully. On January 28th Babur marched from his 
camp, determined to deliver an assault. Just as the final 
preparations had been completed, a messenger came in bear
ing bad news. The suspicions formed of Baiazid had been 
well founded, for the forces which had been gathered for the 
protection of the cast had been defeated and driven back by 
the Afghans. Lucknow had been abandoned. In this crisis 
Babur displayed his usual steadfast courage, declining to be 
turned back from the enterprise on which he was then engaged. 
On the morrow the assault was delivered, and after desperate 
fighting the fort was taken amidst the scenes of horror and 
carnage which always accompanied the fall of a Rajput 
stronghold.

By February 2nd Babur was on the move again, bound 
for ike threatened point in his eastern dominions. He arrived 
at Ivanauj on February 27th, not a moment too soon, for on 
i he way he heard that the town had been abandoned, and

. '] particulars of this march, which aro much confused both in 
t R i  urkish and Persian toxts owing to the corruption of proj* r names, 

much indebted to 'Cazi Jalal l.'ddiu, Lecturer in Historical 
v .< ography at $ ho M.A.O. College, Aligarh, and to Shaikh Abdul Oadir, 
i  tub:6:y>r of History at tit. John a College, Agra, who liavo brought much 
‘"cr  p‘»°vvlt;Jge to bear upon the questions under dispute. 1 am not 
niifj h, eonvincod by th* identification of the modern Kechran with 
< v: Kuch^eh of tho fext, through tli- Kechrawa of ibn LSatuia: but 
■ muat admit \ hat the ancient site tu ar the modern village of that name 
■ A1' 1 •’ exactly with Babtir u description.

? V. W.P. Gaidfcer, i. 615.
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Shamsabad had been stormed by the enemy. On tkU-A—J 
.mgjuews of Babur's approach, however, the rebel leader*. Baiazid, 

Bibau, and Ma’aruf, fell back, seized the east bank of the 
Ganges opposite Kanauj, and prepared to dispute his passage.

Covered by his artillery, Babur determined to force a 
crossing. Despite the execution caused in their ranks by his 
ordnance, the enemy mocked at the enterprise, which they 
regarded as hopeless. But the bridge which his pioneers 
constructed grew steadily, and at length on March 12th and 
13th advance parties crossed and engaged the enemy. There 
was some sharp fighting, but no general engagement: and on 
the night of March 15th, finding that they had no longer any 
prospect of preventing Babur's passage, the Afghan rebels 
decamped. As the Padshah himself desired to go to Oudh, 
the pursuit of the flying enemy was entrusted to Chin Timur 
Sultan, but was carried on in such dilatory fashion that there 
seemed some danger of the enemy rallying. Babur thereupon 
dispatched reinforcements to the pursuers, and the fugitives 
were followed with greater energy. Much baggage was captured, 
and the families of several nobles were taken prisoners.

For the remainder of the year 934 the Memoirs are defective, 
ro we can only conjecture how Babur spent his time until 
September, 1528. The season would prevent any extensive 
militacy operations, and it seems probable that the Padshah 
occupied himself in his building projects, and in compiling 

■ the book o which we owe so much of our knowledge of him.
When the 'rmoirs are resumed, Babur is found at Agra, 
planning to star' on a tour to Gwalior. Just before he started, 
he received in : lienee, among other distinguished men,
KLwandanhr, the an ,or of the Habib-us-Siyur and other 
works, who had come from the court of Herat to be intro
duced to the conqueror ot Hindustan.1 It was the first 
recognition by the outside world of the epoch-making character 
of Babur’s achievement. Babur, after this interview, went 
on the tour he had planned, visited Gwalior, und spent some 
time examining i he palaces of Man Singh and Vikramadit.

* P. <1: >urt< ille, ii. 342; Elliot and I;i.v. ton, iv. 14:5, 105.
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\^VJ!^>& /w a3 impressed by tbeir size and splendour although Slo 
— -grumbles a little at their want of taste and elegance.

.towards the end of 1528 Humayun, from his distant pro
vince of Badakhshan, announced with pride the birth of his 
first son, whom he called by the somewhat ill-chosen name of 
Al-Aman. The letter which Babur wrote in reply to this 
intelligence has been well described as “  frank, fault-finding 
and affectionate.”  The Emperor begins, after warm con
gratulations and loving messages, by commenting upon the 
mme of his newly-arrived grandson. Al-Aman means “  pro
tection, but unfortunately the common people pronounce 
it Ala man and Hainan, words which signify in Turki “ a robber,”  
and I do n ot 'feel”  respectively— to put it mildly, an un
fortunate ambiguity. He further blames Humayun for his 
carelessness in despatching business : it was only a month’s 
journey from Hindustan to Badakhshan, and yet the messengers 
sent by I he Emperor to his son sometimes took a year to return! 
Again he chides him for repeating so often in his letters “  I 
wish to be alone ” —an ill thing indeed for a king: as well as 
for his habit of using such far-fetched expressions in his writings 
that they are difficult to understand. After this paternal 
admonition, Babur proceeds to deal with business of greater 
importance. Having just heard of the recent successes gained 
by Shah Tahmasp of Persia over the Uzbegs, the Emperor 
had determined to make another attack upon his old enemies. 
Accordingly he draws up in his letter a plan of campaign for 
Humayun. He informs him that his brother Kamran and the 
Kabul begs have been put under his orders, and commands him 
to undertake an expedition against the Uzbeg chiefs in Hisar, 
Samarkand, or Merv, as may seem most fitting. He counsels 

' him to show greater energy, “  for indolence and laziness accord 
noi at all with the exercise of sovereignty. If you desire to 
please me, you must put aside your taste for solitude, and that 
uncouth disposition which makes you fly from the society 
of others. . . . Instead of allowing your younger brothers 
end the begs to assert their independence, you must make them 
wait upon you twice a day, so that you can take counsel with
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on whatever happens.”  Finally, Humayun is adjured 
act handsomely towards Kamran, that “ correct and worthy 

young man ” —a command which Humayun loyally obeyed, 
to his abiding sorrow—to work band in hand with Khwaja 
Kilau, and to try by all the means in his power to win the heart 
of Sultan Wais.1

Soon afterwards an event occurred which must have filled 
Babur with pride. Vikramadit, the second son of Singram 
Singh, offered to surrender the great fortress of Rantambhor in 
exchange for Shamsabad and seventy lakhs. Such an oiler must 
have made Babur feel that the work of subduing Hindustan 
was nearly done : indeed, in October he announced his intention 
of making an effort to return to Kabul for a short while in the 
following spring, in order to watch over his interests in Balkh 
and Badakkshan, which the Uzbegs were once more threatening. 
As, however, the Uzbegs were shortly defeated with great 
loss by Shah Tahmasp, who had occupied the throne of his 
father Ismael since 1523, the Kabul expedition did not take 
place : but the mere fact that it was ever contemplated shows 
that Babur regarded Hindustan as secure. And in truth 
the work had been well done : it hardly seemed likely that the 
Padshah would have to take the field there in person again.
As a matter of fact, this proved to be necessary in the following 
year.

In the beginning of December, 1528, Babur sent his third 
son Askari,2 with a strong force, into the eastern provinces, 
where there seemed some likelihood of further trouble. Babur’s 
own dominions were, indeed, nominally clear of rebels, but 
the fragments of the army which had been led by Baiazid, 
Biban, and Ma’aruf had taken refuge across the frontier of 
Bengal. Babur had no desire to molest that kingdom, which 
lay somewhat apart from the general course of Hindustani 
politics, if only he could be sure that Ins rebels would not 
receive countenance and support from the authorities. Accord
ingly, Askari was given orders to watch the Bengalis, but to 
manage things by himself unless they showed signs of giving 

1 2'.if., 409. * Bom in 1510.
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\ y J l § ^ r c- that case lie was to Communicate with his father L I  1. 1
x*5 _^rdnce.

Meanwhile, Babur was enjoying a brief rest at Agra. He 
occupied some of his time in planning the great strategic 
road which was to safeguard the communications between 
Agra and Kabul, and in giving orders for watehtowers, changing 
stations, and rest-houses along its course. He also took this 
opportunity to arrange a grand entertainment at which were 
present ambassadors from Persia, from the Uzbegs, from the 
various Hindu kingdoms, as well as venerable Khwajas from 
Transoxiana. There was a great presentation of gifts and 
honorary robes to the ambassadors: nor did Babur in his 
hour of prosperity, forget the friends who had stuck so closely 
to him in the days of adversity

“  As for those who had followed me from Andijan,”  he says,
“  without hearth or home, who had accompanied me everywhere, 
had come with me from Sukh and Hushyar, T presented them with 
honorary robes, with costly dresses, with gold and silver and apparel 
of every kind.”

By way of completing Babur’s triumph, an envoy arrived 
from Bengal, bringing a message of submission which, to the 
straightforward Padshah, seemed to leave no doubt whatever 
as to the pacific intentions of the Bengalis. This was on 
January 1st, 1529.

The submission, however, proved to be a mere blind. A 
few weeks afterwards, when Babur was arranging a punitive 
expedition against the Bilucbis, who had been raiding his 
territories, news was brought that Mahmud, son of Sikandar 
Lodi, had seized Bihar. Abandoning his projected expedition 
to the western province Babur moved slowly eastward to the 
threatened districts, interviewing ambassadors, corresponding 
with his deputies in Kabul, and transacting a great deal of 
business as he went. His leisurely journey occupied just three 
months, from January 10th to April 10th, and on the latter 
date his advance guard got ini o touch with the rebels at Chunar. 
Mahmud and his army fled before him, finally crossing the



am-i opening negotiations with the authorities in Bengal; 
'Despite the renewed protestations ol I he Bengali ambassador, 
the attitude of his principals seemed to Babur unsatisfactory. 
The Padshah therefore continued his march eastward. Whether 
the Bengalis suspected him of a design to invade their terri
tories, or whether they had been acting from the first in concert 
with the rebellious Afghans, is uncertain : at all events twenty- 
four divisions of the army of Bengal crossed the Gunduk, and 
took up a fortified position on its banks. Babur was not 
anxious to fight, and when the Bengalis took their stand right 
m his path, at the junction of the Ganges and Gogra, he made 
one last effort to avert hostilities, by courteously requesting 
the King of Bengal to order his army to retire into its own 
territories, guaranteeing that no harm was intended either 
to Bengal or the Bengalis. When no answer was returned, he 
determined to force his way across the river.

The fight of the Gogra was not unlike that of the Ganges, 
save that the enemy was far more determined and far better 
equipped with artillery’ . Babur brilliantly forced the passage 
under a heavy fire, and the Bengali army was taken in flank 
by a party under Askari which had crossed in a different place. 
On May 6th, 1529, the enemy broke and fled after a fierce 
struggle. In addition to disposing of the danger from Bengal, 
this victory had one important consequence. Muhammad 
Ma’aruf, who had been forced by the Bengalis to join them, 
promptly came over to Babur, who was thus freed from the 
opposition of oue of the most formidable of his antagonists.

Baiazid and Biban, howover, were of sterner metal. They 
crossed the Sim, and besieged Lucknow. Owing to an out
break of fire in the fort, the place fell. After this success, 
f lic rebels crossed the Ganges, and moved in the direction of 
Chunar and Jaunpur. On the news of Babur’s approach, 
however, their army broke up in confusion. Babur thereupon 
marched back to Agra. It w’as his last campaign : all wa now 
quiet.

Babur seems to have been disappointed at the failure of 
Humayun’s campaign against the Uzbegs, and was dissatisfied
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'<v with the way it had been managed. He recalled the boy Hindal» k J -I -J  , 
X<:4iiffoungest son, the favourite of his old age, from K abul: 

lie was growing old, lie said, and desired to have a son ly  ̂ s 
side. But in the same message he announced his intention 
of visiting his northern dominions in person, and suggested 
that peace should not be made until he arrived. It appears, 
however, that the suggestion arrived too late to be acted upon.
The Emperor managed to get as far north as Lahore, where 
Kamran met him, but his intentions of marching to Kabul 
and Tramoxiana were interrupted, not merely by the threaten
ing aspect of affairs in Bengal, but also by his rapidl) fai mg 
health. He seems at this time to have suffered from occasional 
tits of deep depression, which led him to announce to his ami y 
his intention of abandoning the world and retiring to pass t ie 
remaining years of his life in herinitical solitude. He w o lac 
formerly been so strong and so determined, non became 
vacillating and irresolute: and in striking contrast to is . 
former purity of life, he now began to display an inordinate 
longing for the daughters of the Philistines, as represent ct 
by two Circassian girls who had been sent him as a presen 
by Shah Tahmasp. To these girls, if Shaikh Zain1 ns to be 
believed, he became greatly attached. Indeed, during t iese 
the last two years of Babur’s life his mental vigour unquestion
ably became seriously affected.

It is probable that to this moment should be ascribed the 
beginning of a remarkable palace conspiracy, which me or 
its object the setting aside of Babur s heirs, and tinir rep ace 
ment on the throne by one Mir Muhammad Mahdi Khwaja, 
at this time Jagirdar of Etawah. About this individual, 
remarkable as it may appear, very little is know n with certaintj.
He was a high noble, who had been in Babur’s service for some 
ten years, belonging by birth to that aristocracy of religion 
which so often intermarried with the bluest blood in t e 
orate. He was the husband of Babur’s full sister, Khanzada 
Begam, and is often mentioned in the later portion of the 
Memoirs, always in connection with nobles of the most exs t .

1 Tarikh-i-Baburi (Raimpur codex).
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It appears that Khalifa,1 Babur’s lifelong friend 
counsellor, now possessed of absolute power through the 
Emperor’s growing feebleness of mind and body, designed to 
set this man on the throne, to the exclusion of Babur’s sons.

In connection with this intrigue, the reality of which is 
unquestioned, some fascinating problems present themselves. 
Nowhere are we told of Khalifa’s exact m otive: and we are 
left to conjecture what is meant by Nizam-ud-Din Ahmad's 
phrase that the old counsellor “  dreaded and suspected ”  
the succession of Humayun, “  in consequence of some things 
which had taken place in the course of worldly affairs.”  So 
intimate hud always been the connection between Khalifa 
and his master, that we are at first tempted to think that 
Babur himself may have encouraged the scheme, in view of 
the fact that many of Humayun’s actions, particularly the 
looting of the Delhi treasure-houses and the indolent adminis
tration of Badakhshan, had in late years given him great 
offence. But from his death-bed pronouncement, it seems 
plain that he had never contemplated any successor except 
his eldest son : and it was probably his incapacity for business, 
duo to failing health in body and mind, that induced the in
triguers to hope for success. Khalifa may have been convinced 
that Muhammad Khwaja would make a better emperor than 
Humayun—indeed, Humayun’s bearing and conduct must 
have caused grave anxiety to all who had the welfare of the 
kingdom at heart. But that the scheme should have been 
considered feasible at all is eloquent testimony of Babur’s 
feebleness in body and mind.

It was in the summer of 1529 that Humayun, far removed 
in Badakhshan from the politics of the court, received news 
which caused him the gravest anxiety. There is strong pre
sumptive evidence that it was his mother Malinin, uow journey
ing in leisurely fashion from Kabul to join her husband in Agra,

1 Khwaja Nizam-ud-Din ’Ali Barlos, brother of Sultan Junaid 
Barlas, and, Liko Babur, a member of tho family to which Timur hod 
belonged. See Cahuu, Introduction a 1'hint cart de VAsie, Turcn et Monjols,
44 eej.
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\> ^Vho Lade him return; and it ia natural to suppose that s li fc X L j 
 ̂ because she had somehow obtained intelligence of the

plot to set him aside.1 But from whatever source it may have 
been derived, the news which Humayun received was of 
sufficient weight to cause that prince-, who was not much 
addicted to sudden decisions and quick action, to resolve upon 
a drastic course—nothing less than the abandonment of his 
government and the presentation of himself at headquarters 
without waiting for orders.2 Another indication of the gravity 
of his intelligence is afforded by the way in which he ignored 
the protests of his subjects. The Badakhshanis implored him 
to continue governing them, lest the Uzbegs should seize the 
whole country. Humayun merely put forward the  ̂pretext 
that he had received urgent orders of recall from the Emperor, 
nominated in reckless haste a lieutenant who was quite in
capable of filling his place, and hurried towards Kabul. In 
Kabul, where he seems to have arrived on June 8th,3 he

i Is it possible that Mahara, who cannot have been in very clone 
touch with Agr: politics chiring hor residence at Kabul, received 
intelligence of the conspiracy to set aside her son as she passed thro g 
the Etowah district, held by the nval candidate ? . , ,

 ̂ Mirza Haidar (T.R., 387) writes that Humayun had actually boon 
recalled by Babur. But this cannot be anything more than am excuse 
put forward by the prince himself, for (i) the appearance of Humayim 
at Agra surprised everyone ; (ii) Babur was expecting Hmdal, and would 
never have recalled both boys at the same tunc ; (in) no successor had 
been settled upon to occupy the governorship of Badakhshan; (iv) Hu
mayun was asked by his father to return to his charge. .

'a There is doubt about this date. My reasons for deciding upon 
June 8th are as follows. In the fragment given by 1 av< t de Oourteille, 
ii. 457, it is stated the Bairam festivities wore m progress when the 
princes mot in Kabul. This may be either 1st Shawwal (Juno «h ) or 
10th Zulhijjn (August 15th). In favour of the earlier date, way bo 
alb 2nd this evidence : Starting to work back from JloMtnber, 1^1, '  < 
know that Babur kept his bed for two or three mouths before ho died 
(Gulbadan Bcgnrn, 105), and that the weather was extremely hot when 
Humayun’s illness was critical. This points to the crcumambula- 
tion ”  having t k< n place in August or w-p< ml* . Humayun, to  taow, 

b<en ill for some time before Babur heard of ft (Payot do Court ill , 
ii. ISO), and the slow journey from Sambal ami Muttra to Agra vw 
Delhi must have taken no short while. H seems probable that I - 
in-,van's illness began in the .spring of 1530, and the m  months which he 
spent on his jugir cannot have begun before the lato autumn of .
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^ * \ J I » * ^ ^ uiitered Kamran and Hindal. The latter had rcturn^af j  j  
visiting his father some months previously, but was at the 

moment again under orders to present himself at Agra. The 
three brothers had a consultation, and were apparently agreed 
upon the seriousness of the aspect of affairs. They must have 
seen that the future position of all three depended upon the 
ability of Humayun and his mother to checkmate the schemes 
of Khalifa. Finally they hit upon a plan of action. It was 
determined that Humayun should proceed post haste to Agra, 
while Hindal was to take his place in Badakhsban. Kamran, 
meanwhile, was to keep tight hold of Kabul. This plan was 
duly carried out.

Humavun’s mother Maham arrived at Agra, aft er a leisurely 
journey from. Kabul, on June 27th, and her son, travelling 
fast, seems to have come only a few hours after. Humayun 
presented himself at court just at the Very time when Maham 
had been leading Babur to talk of him with affection, and it was 
undoubtedly the influence of the adroit lady which saved the 
prince from disgrace. The Emperor was much annoyed at 
his son’s dereliction, but made the best of a bad job. The 
retention of Badakhshan was a matter of considerable moment, 
for he still hoped, if health and strength could bo regained, to 
use that kingdom as a base for another attempt to win his 
ancestor Timur’s possessions in Central Asia. Accordingly,he 
asked Khalifa to go and take over charge. The old minister, 
who probably thought he saw the hand of Maham in tire sug
gestion, strongly objected to leaving court at a time when his 
absence would have meant the victory of Humayun’s party.
As Abu’l Fazl says, he “  delayed to obey.”  Babur then asked 
Humayun to go. The prince said that if an order were given, 
ho would, of course, obey i t : but that he would never exile 
himself voluntarily. In the last resort, Sulaiman Mirza,
Tlio foa  that ho spent som. timo at court before ho departed, must
inolino us to favour the curlier of the two possible dates.

Independent confirmation of the strength of this on of evidence 
is afforded by the Mc mirs them* lvcs. It is stated (Pavot do four- 
nil I., ij. 439) that on 1st Zulqada, 935 (July 8th, 1539), Humayun as 
well as Maham received presents in the audicnoo hall of Agra.
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\vS. * tRe heir apparent, was sent to take possession of his fa th e r fe /l - i  
kingdom.

Babur seems to have been worn out by all this worry, and 
announced that he intended to retire to a hermitage in the 
Gold-scattering Garden, and resign the kingdom to Hunmyun, 
now evidently restored to favour again. The Emperor was. 
persuaded to desist from his purpose, and the importance of 
the episode lies merely in two things : first, it shows that Babur 
'was now in a very feeble state of health, and secondly, it proves 
thlit Humayun, by his timely appearance, had checkmated 
the attempt to set him aside. His personal charm of manner, 
as well as his dutiful behaviour towards the father whose 
mental and bodily vigour were rapidly decaying, had completely 
secured his hold upon Babur’s affections. Ahmad Yadgar 
has a story which, if it be true, as is more than likely, 
illustrates both the Emperor’s condition at the tim e1 and the 
anxieties as to his father’s intentions which must have tor
mented the mind of the prince.

“ One evening t he king was in his cups and summoned Muhammad 
Humayun. When that offspring of the royal tree came into the 
presence, His Majesty, overpowered by the wine, had fallen asleep 
on his pillow. The Shahzada remainod there standing, motionless, 
with his hands joined. When the king awoke from sleep at midnight, 
he beheld him standing and said, ‘ When did you come ? ’ He 
replied, ‘ When I received your commands.’ The king then re
membered having sent for him, and was much gratified and said,
< if God should grant you the throne and crown, do not put your 
brothers to death, but look sharply after them.’ The Shahzada 
bowed down to the ground, and acquiesced in all that his Majesty 
said.”

Immediately after this incident, Humayun, with his mind

i It has another point of interest, being, so far as 1 know, the only 
evidence that Babur broko the vow ho had taken to abstain from wine 
on the ovo of the battle of Kanua. Ahmad Yadgar’s authority upon 
matters of this sort is considerable : hia own father woe in the scfrvioo 
of Mirza Askari, and he gives several particulars of events ocoumng 
durinv the last few years of Babur’s reign which are found in no o' her 
wriUr. Sec Elliot and Dowaou, vol. v. H, Beveridge in J .A .o .B . , 19fb.
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y  \ at pase, went to Sambal with a largo force to complm^|
settlement of his jagrr. Here he remained for six months, 

apparently in great content, but at the end of that priod, when 
the hot weather of 1530 was beginning, he fell dangerously ill. 
After some time his father received news of this, and in some 
alarm gave orders that the prince should be brought to Delhi, 
and 1 hence by water to Agra. But when Humayun arrived in 
Delhi, his condition was so critical that his boon companion, 
the dissolute Maulana Muhammad Parghari, sent an urgent 
message to Maham, then pleasure-seeking with her husband 
at Dholpur: “  Humayun Mirza is ill and in an extraordinary 
state. Hor Highness the Begam should come at once to 
Delhi, for the Mirza is much prostrated.”  1 Maham set out 
to meet her son, and found him at Muttra. By the time he 
arrived in Agra his mind was wandering, and when Gulbadan 
Begam and her sisters visited him, they found he was delirious. 
Babur was terribly distressed when he saw his son’s condition.
Not long before he had lost a younger boy, Alwar, and doubtless 
his apprehensions were of the worst. Maham made a pathetic 
attempt to comfort him : “  Do not be troubled about my son.
You are a king : what griefs have you ? You have other sons.
I sorrow because I have only this one.”  Babur’s reply shows 
plainly how much his mind was set upon Humayun’s succession 
to the throne: “  Maham, although I have other sons, I love 
none as I love your Humayun. I crave that this cherished 
child may have his heart’s desire and live long, and I desire 
the kingdom for him and for the others, because he has not his 
equal in distinction.”  2

The story of Babur’s sacrifice for his son is famous.
After taking counsel with the wise, the Emperor deter

mined to sacrifice the most valuable tiling iu the possession of 
the sufferer, in order to ransom his life. Some suggested that 
the great diamond should be given in alms; but Babur, deem
ing that he himself was the most valuable thing possessed by 
Humayun, determined to make offering of his own life. After

1 Gulbadan Begam, Eumamta Nama, A. S. Beveridge, 101.‘  ibid, 104, 105.
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. \ C lothe Appropriate ceremonies, he walked three times round e&fc I 
and then exclaimed that he had borne a w ir  

Humayun’s sickness. From that moment, the story runs, 
Humayun rallied while Babur sank.

By this rite, in which faith prevails even to-day among 
Asiatics, Babur believed that he had ransomed his son from 
death. Humayun did recover, and the Emperor, long ailing 
as we have seen, looked upon his own life as forfeit.

Some of those who recount this incident, make it appear 
that Babur died at once. This is contrary to fact. Humayun 
left Agra, and went back, apparently to his jagir. Evidently 
he found no grave cause for anxiety in his father’s health, 
and saw no necessity for remaining. The Emperor continued 
sickly for two or three months, but there seemed no immediate 
danger of his death. Suddenly, however, he took a turn for 
the worse, and Humayun, who had gone with an army in the 
Kalinjar direction, was hastily summoned. He was shocked 
at 1 he change which had come over his father in t ae course of 
a few months, saying to the doctors : “  I left him w ell: what 
has happened all at once ? ”  .

Between the time when Humayun recovered from his serious 
illness, and the time when he was recalled to his father s death
bed, the last scenes of the palace conspiracy to which Khalifa 
lent liis aid had been performed. The old minister must now 
have been convinced that his plot could scarcely succeed. 
Humayun was too secure in his father’s favour, and may 
perhaps have already been recognised, in some sort of way, 
as the next occupant of the throne.1 None the less, so obstinate 
wa the feeling nourished by Khalifa against Humayun, and 
so feeble was the condition of the Emperor’s health, that had 
it not been for a single obstacle, the succession of Babur’s sons 
might yet have been imperilled. That obstacle was the 
personality of the rival candidate. Mahdi Khwaja, imagining 
himself secure in Khalifa’s favour, and knowing well the in
fluence of the all-powerful minister over his dying master, began 
to assume the airs of a king, and thus offended many who 

1 A.N., trs. H. Beveridge, 276-77.
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ghfc otherwise have proved valuable partisans. But this 
t a ll: the final abandonment of the intrigue was directly 

due to Mahdi Khwaja’s rashness, and came about in a dramatic 
manner. The story is well told by the author of the Tabaqal- 
i-Akbari.

“ It happened one day that Mir Khalifa went to see Mahdi 
Khwaja, who was in his pavilion. Mir Khalifa and Muhammad 
Moqim Harawi, Diwan of the household, father of the author, were 
the only persons present with the Khwaja. When Mir Khalifa 
had sat for a moment, the Emperor Babur, in the pangs of his disease, 
went for him. After he had gone, Mahdi Khwaja continued standing 
in the pavilion, and the author’s father stood with respect behind 
him. The Mahdi, being unaware of my father’s presence, stroked 
his beard when Khalifa had gone, and said, ‘ Please God, I will flay 
thee, old man.’ Turning round he perceived my father, and being 
greatly moved said, ‘ O Tajik ! Ofttimes the red tongue has given 
the green head to the winds.’ 1 My father took his leave and de
parted. He went with all haste to Mir Khalifa and said, ‘ Not
withstanding the existence of such intelligent princes as Muhammad 
Humayun Mirza and his brothers, you have shut your eyes against 
loyalty, and desire to transfer the sovereignty to another houso. 
Now see what will come of it.’ ”

And he told Khalifa what he had heard. Mir Khalifa at once 
sent off to find Prince Humayun, atul sent an officer to Mahdi 
Khwaja with an order in the Emperor’s name, directing him to 
retire to his house. Thus came to an end the attempt to set 
Humayun aside. From henceforward, Khalifa never seems to 
have questioned the choice of his master. But it is not without 
significance that on the accession of Humayun, the old minister, 
for so long dominant in the politics of Hindustan, vanishes 
entirely from history. Ho finds no mention, so far as I am 
aware, in any of the chronicles of the reign of Humayun.

The old Emperor became rapidly worse. There was a sudden 
acute disorder of the bowels which the doctors were quite unable 
to remedy, and they said that they had discovered symptoms

1 freedom of apeech haa brought venerable, green-turbaned 
followers of the Prophet to the penalty of do apitatiou.
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the same poison with which Buwa Begam, Sultan Ibrahim’s 
X''^mm!her, had before attempted to take Babur’s life.

The dying man was in great pain, longing restlessly for the 
return of Hindal, his dearly-loved, but his mind remaincu 
dear to the last. The day after Humayun’s arrival Babur 
felt death draw near. He called the amirs together, and spoke 
his last words to them :—

“  For years it has been in my heart to surrender my throne 
to Humayun, and retire to the Gold-scattering Garden. By 
the Divine grace, I have obtained in health of body all things 
but the fulfilment of this wish. Now, when I am laid low by 
illness, I charge you to acknowledge Humayun as my successor, 
and to remain loyal to him. Be of one heart and mind towards 
him, and I hope to God that Humayun will also bear himself 
well towards men.”

He then turned to Humayun, and delivered him a message 
intended for his private ear.

“ Humayun, I commit to God’s keeping you and your 
brothers and all my kinsfolk and your people and my people; 
and all of these I confide to you .1 . . . The cream of my 
testamentary directions is this, Do naught against your 
brothers, even though they may deserve it.” a

Right loyally, to his own sore despite, was Humayun to 
obey his father’s dying charge.

Three days later, on Monday, December 26th, 1530,3 Babur 
passed away. The death was kept secret, lest riots should 
break out in the interregnum. But after a time one of the 
Hindustani nobles, Araish Khan, remarked that this course

‘ A. 8. Bevoridge, 108-9.
* A.N., tin, H. Beveridge, i. 277.
3 There is some confusion about this date, due in tho first instance,

I believe, to Erskine, who makos 5 Jornada 1, correspond with December 
26, when, as a matter of fact, it is December 25. Gulbadan gives 5 
Jumada 1, but says tho day was a Mouday. 8ho would very likely 
have forgotten tho day of 1 ho month, while remembering tho day of tho 
week clearly. Fiibhta follows her in giving the day as 'Tonuay, na 
well as in making it correspond to 5 Jumada 1. On tho other hand,
Ahu’l F.rzl giveB it correctly as 0 Jumada 1, and is supported by tho 
Ilminski fragment (Pavot do Courtoille, ii. 461).

‘ Cô \
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m  TIIE f o u n d a t io n s  o f  a n  e m p i r e  T

produce the very consequences it was designed to o b v ia f^ T ^  
he said, ‘ It is not well to keep the death secret, because ' 

when such misfortunes befall longs in Hindustan, it is the 
2® „  °! fe bazar PeoPle t0 rob and steal; God forbid that 
, Mughf ls not knowing, they should come aud loot the 
bouses and dwelling-places. It would be best to dress some one

TZ  ' and t0 hlm on an elepkant, and let him proclaim that
the Emperor Babur has become a dervish, and has given his 
t irone to the Emperor Humayun.”

bid writer'i el>itaph ^  ^  taten fr° m the Words of an
f’

, “ In J'ear 937> °n the 6th of the 1st Jemadi (December 26th 
„ ^ 83 ,tfle Emperor was in (he Char Bagh * which he had made 

he was seized with a serious illness and bade farewell to this transi-
mentvT d m1 **6 V”®06 t0 that he Possessed eight funda-mental qualifies: lofty judgment, noble ambition, the art of 
unon hi. af  l g0Vamment, the art of conferring prosperity 
S J Z  Pe°Plei h6 f  °f rUling mildly the people of God, 

ly t0 wm the hearts of his soldiers, love of justioe.”

1 So died a very gallant gentleman. By his own request ho 
.was buried upon the hillside of Kabul, looking upon the 
prospect of meadow and stream that he loved so well. The 
work that he did endured long, and even to-day the influence 
o the imperial idea which possessed him so strongly is a 
hving force in the land which he subdued.

1 Ilminski fragment.
* The garden now known as tho Bam Bagh, near Agra.
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d ism isse s  B a o i  C h a g an ian i, 8 3 ;  lu m is iie s  t io n — defeats Loui s a rm y  a n d  ta k es  h a h o
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113-  ; m isses an  o p p o rtu n ity , 1 3 3 ; at K an u a , 1 4 6 ,1 5 1 ,152  ; returns t o  K a b u l,
,1 , S  On th e  fie ld  o f  P a n ip a t  a n d  is  1 5 7 : le g a cy  o f  iln a o cia l tro u b le , 1 0 2 ; Ids

A 3 5 - 7 "■ rea son  fo r  fa ilu re  as flrst-bcuS , a n d  a  le tte r  fr o m  B a b u r, 10G -7  ;
, fa ils  a ga in st U zbegs, 1 6 9 ;  p a la ce  c o d -

L od la  int<m  S lk andar, 1 6 ,1 7 ,  1 8 ,1 2 6 ,1 6 8  ep ira cy  a ga in st h is  h e irsh ip , 1 7 0 -1 ;  uu -
lo h a n la  i v 7 ’i Ja 1?, 180 ' 161 w on ted  d e c is iv e  a ct io n — u n a u th orized  rc -

I 142, 148, 158  tu rn  t o  A g ra , 1 7 2 -3  ; id s  fa th er con c ilia te d
B unea<d^ n o= *J 5? t )164 ’  169 aiKl t ,le  o on a p irn cy  de feated , 1 7 3 -4 ,1 7 6 -7  ;

8- d y n a s ty , 13 cr it ica l illn ess , 17ft ; B a b u r  o ffers  h is li fe  fo r
J jA ’ in n u  H u m a y u u ’ s , 1 7 5 -6  ; reca lled  t o  h is  fa th er 's
Jtadu, 5o’  M o h a m m a d , 165, 107, 169 j d ea th -b e d , 170  ; h is  fa t iie r 's  la st m essage,

7hahnmri1 r ? a’ n,’ 1 73 ’ 175 M irza', J ah a n g ir , h a lf-b ro th e r  o f  B a bu r, 20 ;
M ahm ud lr'hnn ®ia w a ' . 1A  , h o ld s  A k h si a ga in st M a h m u d  K h a n , 3 2 ,3 3 ;

fenta 'T7ftJu n ’o f 0n, ,o t  Y u m ls ' 1 7 , 2 7 ;  d o - p u p p e t  o f  con sp ira tors , 3 5 , 46, 48 ; is  enn-
Ahnn i ° S F  s ]m *AK  2 7 ;  d efeats S u lta n  c e i lc d N o r tb e m  F a r g h a n a b y  B a b u r, 6 1 , ft t ;
M JSnr ’  o S 8 ’ : J01"-" A h m a d  aga in st o n  B a b u r ’ s  ta k in g  S am arkand  b e co m e s  so le  
a il anen " l ' “ “ r o  d ea th  w eak ens th e  rn ler  o f  F arghm m , 5 9 , 6 3 ;  sen d s B a b u r  2: j
l i t .A X  i b esieges A k h s i, 32, 3 3 ;  m en , 59 ; ru le d  b y  T a m b a l, 0 8 ;  w arns
few ,.,i ! h7 ,A h m a d , he retires, 3 3 ;  d o - B a b u r o f  h is  u n c le s ’ retreat, 7 1 ; b y  tr.-a-
B i h i r  t - “ “ '•“ ‘ M s M S t o ,  37 ; rece iv es  ch e ry  fru stra tes p ea ce  betw een  B a b u r  a n d
5  ,, f i ' - S 8 ;  ca k es  A u ra tip a , 3 9 ;  T a m b a l, 7 1 ;  fa ils  B a b u r In h is  d e fen ce  o f

?,nil  A k h 3 i> 4 6 ; h a lf -  A k h s i, 71, 7 2 ;  se izes  K h o je n d , b u t  lo se s  i t
t o B S ™ ? f “ ‘ o f , B ? bQr,. 47 ; len d s m e n  t o  S ha lb an l, 7 * ;  d e se rts  B a b u r  In  h is  n eed ,
S l T n ’ t4 7 ’ 4 0 ’ h e lp s  th e  re b e l T a m b a l, i 7 6 ;  ass ists  B a b u r t o  ta k e  K a b u l , 8 0 ; re -
60  ’■ W , 1 t t 0° l >s t o  B a bu r a g a in st  Sha iban i, | C eives G hazn i a s rew ard , 80  ; re v e a ls  a  p lo t
04 •’ SSr re c e p t io n  o f  B a b u r  a fte r  de feat, a ga in st B a bu r, 8 1 : q u its  B a b u r a n d  m akes
06  : S f f i i '-^ t r a t e s  iu  fo r ce  a g a in st  T a m b a l, fo r  Y a i, 8 3 ;  ca u g h t unaw ares b v  B a b u -
v is o .n  a !  io,uil , c , re la tion s  w ith  B a bu r, 07 ; 84 ; su b m its  a u d  is fo rg iv e n , 85  ; 'd ies sud -
c m ' S  t y Ills b ro th e r  A h m a d , co n ce rts  d e n ly  th ro u g h  dr in k , 90
8 7 -8  ■ „ 7 10 A Ui b u ck  F e rg h a n a  fo r  B a b u r, M irza , K a m ra m , 1 0 1 ,1 1 9 ,1 6 0 ,1 6 7 ,1 7 0 ,173  •
69 ■ A h m a d  p la ces  ta k en  b y  B a b u r , -------- , M u h am m a d H u sain , 6 4 ; --------, M u-
S a m « ? iS 2 ? ^ A relnsta te ia e n t o f  B a bu r in  h a m m ad  S u lta u , 133, 134, 143, 151 . 154 ;
S h S h v i a P  , :  " t r e a t s  w ith  A h m a d  w hen  -------- , M iiza ffar H u sain , 3 9 , 84, 85, 90
r > a b m T i» !? i? so ,l a '.ub,i l ’ - 7 0 : ,  p la S3 « “ “ * M irza ' :N' ls ir ' h a lf-b ro th e r  o f  B a bu r, 2 9 ;  
ahum , ^S iL "8,4, S hatbau i, 74  ; in v a d e s  P a r - as Mats B a bu r a t  K a b u l, 80  ; rece iv es  N ing- 

> and B a b u r . 7 4 ; ro u te d  nahar a s  rew ard , 8 0 :  d iso b e y in g  B a b u r,
a t  A rch ia n , rolcaso and su b - ra id s  B u r  V a lle y  o n  Ids o w n  a cco u n t  and

■ Mahmud 75 me?ts ,tl-iia9tf/- ; by.\  baPI>y rhimceM alw aU l i i n ’i o  m a k es h im se lf p r in ce  o f  B adakslran , 8 2 ;
M andu l " i l  ' 1 2 ,1 03  ] d e fea ts  in va d ers . 84  ; is  e x p e lle d  an d  re-
M arghiia ,, a , „  tu rn s  rep en ta n t t o  B a b u r, « 0 ;  g iven
M arm ir a ’  2 * ’ 3 “ ’ 34 » 48< 54 > 70  Q an d a h ar in  co m p e n sa tio n  fo r  B a da k h sh an ,
M aslain 't H a .;.  „ „  9 3 ;  b esieged  b y  b naiban i. escap es t o  G hazni,
M t i 's u n !a 's n H ^ h aa 6  03  t g iv e n  ch a rg e  o f  K a b u l w hen  B a bu r
l /a i ia a S  . > 35  i m a k es fo r  S am arkan d , 1 0 1 ; d ies at G h a z n i,u .  "v 'o u o a if i ,  g 110

M h o h ',J» , ' ; 1 04 - 105 M irza , S u la im an , 1 7 3 ; -------- , S u lta n  A b u
M u lla  M u h am m a d, 127 - S a iy id , 23, 25  u

M edina  in n  M irza , S u lta n  A h m a d , 2 3 ;  terr itoria l d is -
SSaa&i nf H -a  ,  p u te s  w ith  ’ C m a r  S h a ikh , 24, 2 5 ;  m a rch es

165 2 1 , 4 o  (n o te ) , 88, 111, 116, a ga in st M a h m u d  K h a n , 27  . bet-raved au d
M c r v ’ in n  i a i  . . .  de fea ted , 2 8 ;  a llia n ce  w ith  M ahm ud a n d
MeurLr ft i i  I J o in t in va sion  o f  K arghana, 28 ; susp lo lous

Jy / f '  > 2 ,18, 1j 6 o f  M ahm ud , 2 9 ;  a d v a n ce s  a ga in st A n d ija n ,
' M e a n t ’  i a n " ,  r V *  166  32 i n a stily  m a k es p ea ce  w ith  B abu r, 3 2 -3

Mewatlw’ 167 I dies mddSdy, 34
'lilvvat ’ i n f “  k l ia n , 140, 145  M irza , S u lta n  A ll,  30, 37 ; c o m p ile s  a ga in st
Mtran w aft, . . . .  _ h is b ro th er , B a isanghar, 4 0 ;  h is  ( .in tu re

A m i 's ! ? M i r , 7 2 , 1 2 5 ,1 2 0 ,1 8 4  a n d  esca p e , 4 0 ;  in co n c lu s iv e  s iege  o f
- ' [J -ur-iazzak, iS, ,9 ,  92, Oft, 06, 07 ; S am arkand w ith  M a s 'u d  am i B abu r. 10 ;
— —* n ! I ? r ' t 7^ i '-------■, A -kart, 107 169  ; jo in e d  b y  B a bu r in  sp rin g  ca m pa ign  ,
-  ________ ’ Tim i Vz',2fw uau> 69, 53, 34, 8 5 , 9 0 ;  ta k es B o k h a ra  a fter th e  m il  o f  S am arkand ,

• H iu d a i, 170, 173 178 ! 4 5 ;  ca lle d  fr o m  B ok h ara , 4 7 ;  rc izes
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M k L f w X i w a i a  K h a n ), 70, 8 9 ,9 2 ,1 0 0 ,101, Q u n d u z , 39, 4 5 , 5 2 , 53, 8 2 , 90, 101 , 100, 123 

102 , 103 M l ,  109, 167 B JB IR I, 140, 142 , 148, 158
H  R  3 7 , 38, 43, 49, 53 , 62 , 7 0 , 7 8 , 7 9 , R a j  M ai, 12 

8 0 f  8 9 , 9 5 ; 9 0 .1 0 1 , 109, 110, 152  f 1 "  157
M on gols, co s tu m e  o f ,  68  B a m n ts  11 12,’  13, 18, 120 , 1 2 7 ,1 4 1 , 142,
M ora l, e x p e d ie n ts  t o  ge2^88C,l\ 4 ^ i\ 5 ^  12 0  ^ 4 , % ,  i 5 » % 5 4  155, 1 58 ’
S ° “ £  ’  ’  ’  ’  R a n so m  f r U  death , 1 7 5 -0
m EShS i!?4? } ’  2 5  fn o t - 'l  122  133 , 135 , 137, K a n ta m b h o r, 1 4 2 ,1 0 7  
M i f o  ir,o17i 53  1 5 4  155, 150, 159, 162, 179 R a n , M ed m , 11, 1 0 3 ,1 0 4  
M u h a n u n a it  G h iaa -u 4 -d in , 117 ; --------, K h w a - R cco n M ru ctio n , lO tl. c e n t u r j ,  -
'  ja  K ae n a l-u d -d in , 108  _ R ° h > 10
M im a m m a d a i\ S ta te s ,4 - j ,  8 , 9 , 1 ^ 1 1 , xo , i  , gAFA^  g h a h  Igm aei. v> 8 ; com p la in s  o f

4 k «  o  m  1 3  18 156  S h a ib an i’s  tro o p s , 9 8 ;  r e c e d in g  an 
^  di3  si4 ' m 8 ’ 9 ’ ’ ’ su it in g  rep ly , re to r ts  w ith  a  ch a llen ge , 9 « :
M u ltan , 4 . 13, 8 1 , 131 surprises, o u tw its  an d  u tte r ly  d es trov s
S lu q im , M u h am m a d , 78, 8 0  B a te ’s o ld  en e m y , 1 00  ; restore B a bu r o
M u r 8 * A b ,8 5  sister, 101 . fr iend iy  o ffe r  t o  B a b u r, 1 0 * .
M ursh id , M u lla , 1 1 4 ,1 1 5  b e co m e s  B a b u r ’ s  a lly — a t  a  prJi

128 1 «0  135 1 3 6 ,1 1 6 ,1 4 0 ,1 5 3 , o ffe n d e d  b y  lying re p o rts  agahist, B a bu r, 
M u stafa , 111, 1 2 8 ,1 4 0 , w o ,  **  * A y* eends a  p u n it iv e  fo r ce , 1 0 0 ;  d e feated  at

17F. C ha ld iran  b y  T u rk ish  arUJlnly, u d o p U
M u ttr » , 175  a rtille ry  liin iself, 1 1 0 -1 1 ;  a p p roach ed  by
M u z a ffa r K h a n . i l  g b a h  B e g  A rgh u n  fo r  s i n t e r  t ogamsi*
M u ia ftar  IX., or G u ja ra t, 1 -  B a bu r, 117 ; asks B a bu r t o  r*e n K in t i .!  t«»
N a r k , a m b ig u o u s , 1 60  “  B e g  119 ; su cceed ed  b y  Tahrn « p  in

i ' P L h m ,I ’sii1 S a h u -K lia lls , 17
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lu w to o d , 1 2 9 -8 0 ;  w a g g o n -lin o  n o t  fo r  °
de fen ce , b u t  o ffen ce , 1 30  ; n u m b ers  o f  th e  *  V
fo r ce s , 132 ; B a b u r a tte m p ts  a  surprise, b a iu , Ibrah im * 3 7 , 3 » ,  u „
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I U i m '  o ,  o  " e n ) -  b e tra ye r  o f  A h m a d  T am b a), S u ltan  A h m a d , 46, 48, 49, 60 . 5 4 ,6 5 , 

K O w S r n " ^ - ’  , ? ” 1<iler Of fo r tu n e  a n d ' 66 , OS, 69, 70, 71, 74 
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dr iven  IntH' aV0™  Bersin, 9S ; is surprised , 1 6 3 ,1 5 4  ; n a tio n a l charge o f  th e  U zbegs, 62 
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R T J n m f /K j jT v jJ  W  ; --------, M u h am m a d  Y usu fza is . 114 115
o ^ a n j m r  v u
I d m tr a a T is  1 Z a w , Shaikh , 12, 151, 170

* £*** Tzu t ; j Z a itu n , M uh am m ad, 140
8 W t h .ab i ' j Z ik c  B eg , 78

21672t A T H E  E-ND

r WhTKD IN QiiEAT GBITAJN RY WILLIAM CLOWES AND SONS, UM1TXD, BECCLE8,


