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PREFACE.

r j l H E  notes by V eterinary M ajor Pease published in this 
Manual were written by him ten years ago. I have, as far 

as possible, loft them in the original as what applied then is equally 

applicable now. M y own notes were finished two years ago, and it 

>8 owing to my transfer and the pressure of other work that so 
much delay has occurred.

The.photographs aro by V eterinary M ajor P ease, V eteri

nary M ajor G unn and myself, and I think their reproduction 
has been excellently carried out by the Survey of India Depart, 
ment.

F. S. H. BALDREY, V ety. Caft.,
Assistant to the Inspector-General,

Civil Veterinary Department.
Simla,

7th October 1903.
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Indigenous Breeds of Cattle in the Punjab by MajorPcase, with additional

notes and photos., and edited by Captain F. S. H. Baldrey, C.V.D.
----------- 4------------

* . CHAPTER I.

The order Ruminanbia, genus Bon'Joe, is represented in three of Order, 
its groups in the Punjab, vie :—

(1) Tho Taurine or ox by the Zebu. I (2) Poephagns by the Yak.
(3) Bubaline by tho Buffalo.

The representatives of the Taurine and Bubaline groups are to 
be found in the plains and at moderate elevation's; in the Hima
layas, the Taurine only is represented; whilst at still greater eleva- 
tipns the Pcsxphagus almost entirely replaces the Taurine and Buba
line groups.

The Taurine group is represented by the zebu, or humped species Species 
of cattle* called Bos Indicus, or generally the Brahmini bull. The 

•humped variety of eatilo has been domesticated at least since the 
12th dynasty or 2,100 years B.C., and as a consequence the signs 
of domestication in it are strongly developed.

The zebu dfffers from ordinary cattle in several particulars—in Characters, 
some anatomical details and in general conformation j the shape 
and position of the neck, which is below the line of the back and 
is very markedly dipped in front of the withers ; the mode of 
carrying the head below the line of the back when at rest ; the 

, presence of the hump, which rises at the withers to a vari
able height in different breeds, is always more marked in the male 
than the female, and holds an intermediate position in the cas
trated male ; in the shape of the ears, more or less oval, large and 
either carried in a horizontal or a depending position, which is one 
of th§ marks of long domestication. They have veiy different

"° jE  -.The hump varies in size according to cjndition, wasting from starva
tion and increasing with generous diet.—Ed.

B
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N otes on indigenous breedB o f  Cattle in the Punjab.

habits—not seeking shade nor .being inclined to stand in water 
like English cattle. The voice is different and resembles a grunt, 
which i6 very striking, when compared with the deep, loud and pro - 
longed bellow of European cattle. The croup is invariably very 
short and sloping, and the tail consequently set on much below 
the level of the back.

Thighs are mean, but fairly muscular.
The development of the dewlap in most breeds is extraordin

ary, and it starts from the chin, thus presenting a peculiarity not 
met with in European cattle.

The sheath of many breeds is enormously large, but is small 
and ill-defined in mountain breeds.

The colours of the hair are various, mostly grey, but red, black 
and white are plentiful. W ith regard to the colours of the skin, 
there are large numbers of cattle with black skins, many mixed; 
many white and many chocolate.

Black is considered a bad colour in Hoshiarpur, Gujrat, Am- 
balla, Karnal, Hissar and Rohtak.

I  should say that over 90 per cent, of the animals in the plains 
of the Punjab are white or grey, and the heat here is intense. In 
the Himalayas, we see scarctdy any cattle with light coloured hair, 
the majority of animals, as the height increases, become black or 
dark red. The buffalo has a black skin unprotected by bairs and 
it is notorious, in the Punjab, that the buffalo is unable to work in 
the sun, and if obliged to do so, dies of the heat.

Crossing. Until comparatively a recent date, the different indigenous
breeds of cattle must have been much more select than they are at 
present, for owing to the greater facilities for locomotion and to 
the importation of animals of different breeds from other parts of 
India and from abroad, much new blood has been infused into 
most of the indigenous breeds, so that a mongrel or mixed breed 
has sprung into existence in the Province.

There has always been a certain amount of crossing between 
neighbouring indigenous strains, and the results have doubtless in 
some cases given rise to a new breed, such as may be seen m the 
low hills, a”  small race of cattle being found there, which are no

m  ■ • - §l\%̂- . •'
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

doubt the result of a cross between the small mountain cattle and 
those of the plains.

The best breeds of cattle in the Punjab are, as a rule, to be Qualities and 
found in the southern parts of the Province, in the districts of 
Hissar, Delhi, Robtak, Sirsa, Gurgaon, and Kama], the animals 
seen to the northward generally becoming smaller and of less quality.
Doubtless more care has been given to producing in the southern 
districts animals of good height and power with fair speed for some 
very considerable time, as the people used such animals for purposes 
of draught in their raths and majholis, whilst higher in the Pun jab 
proper the people were not so accustomed nor so inclined to be drag
ged in these carriages, as to bestride the nobler animal, the horse.
Time was, in fact, when almost every Sikh in the country kept a 
a horse or a mare, and reared a colt for his own riding or for sale : 
so that under these circumstances we should not expect to find 
cattle especially bred for speed, but rather only for the drudgery of 
ploughing an<l  water-lifting, and as a matter of fact this is what is 
generally found to be the ease.

To repeat the important part played by Bovines in agriculture is 
almost unnecessary boro. For all agricultural work bulls and 
bullocks are used throughout the length and breadth of the Prov
ince, but cow s are seldom used under the yoke, being solely devoted 
to milking and breeding. Maoonnchie says iu his Punjab agricul
tural proverbs “ real husbandry belongs to those who have their own, 
or home-bred cattle,”  and this is a saying from Lahore to Itawal 
Pindi. In Amballa too it is considered that without having one's 
own cattle it is not possible to pay one’s way.

“  Bullocks are the zemindars’ eyes and wings ”  is another, and 
“  what need a man care for wealth, if he has plough oxen in his 
stable,”  “ He who has two plough oxen has no wants.”  From 
these common proverbs of the people may be gleaned the store which 
is set upon the possession of plough cattle, the evil effects wdiich 
follow the loss of these animals from disease, and the necessity for 
preventing losses amongst them from preventable disease. The 
ordinary village breed of many of the districts, wdiich is called by the 
people “  Punjabi,1' although doubtless a nondescript beast, lacking 
m breeding, and power, still with all these deficiencies is a \

B %
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

most useful beast, capable of considerable exertion and easily 
managed. ’With regard to cows, as they are not used for work, 
and more especially as tlieir place as regard^ the production of milk 
is to a great extent taken by the bmfalo, they are not nearly so well 
looked after as the bullocks. Still they are much valued, and if 
properly fed and cared for yield a very fair quantity of milk. Milk 
and ghee enter largely into the food supply of the people, and are 
consequently most valuable commodities. Fresh milk is considered 
to be rather a luxury, skimmed milk is much used to eke out the 
daily supply of dry food ; in the form of 1 dahi’ or curds it enriches 
either the morniug or evening meal and stored as ghee it is sold as 
a profitable source o f income. I f  a child is born ghee is given to 
the mother ; if a man is wounded or hurt, the first kind attention 
in the way of diet is to give him a draught of milk. “ No wonder 
the zemindar loves his cattle, for an animal in milk is an ever ready 
resource, and a man who has such in his house has the best gift 
possible.” — (Maconachie.)

In those districts where “  birs ”  are situated, and grazing is 
consequently plentiful, large herds of cattle and buffaloes arc kept 
and the income from ghee realised is very large. In the Rohtak 
District, for instance, the annual income to the district from ghee 
sales alone has been estimated to be not less than one and-a-half 
lakhs o f rupees, and so in many other districts. The hides of cattle 
form an article of commerce, from which large sums are realised. 
Tallow now-a-days is of increasing value since the introduction of soap 
manufacture into the neighbouring Province] as is also Neat’s foot 
oil for the same industry. Bones are now systematically collected 
for shipment out of the country chiefly for use as a manure.

A  large trade in cattle has sprung up in the Punjab since the 
establisliing of cattle fairs. Purchasers from all parts of Northern 
India, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, the North-West Provinces, are 
found at fairs, like Amritsar, where enormous numbers of animals 
are brought in for sale, and taken off by purchasers to all parts of 
India. The annual income from cattle sales to the Rolitak District 
lias been estimated to bo not less than eight lakhs of rupees. As a 
consequence of all this the price of cattle in the Province generally
is rising.
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in tlie Punjab.

Indian cattle come very late to maturity compared with those Ages, 
in England. This is a natural consequence of the neglect to which 
they are subjected in feeding and rearing, and also no doubt in 
some measure of heredity. In many parts it is customary to stint 
the animals of the milk which is their due, allowing them scarcely 
sufficient to keep them alive. In  other cases the milk given by 
the cow is insufficient to afford proper nourishment to the calf. In 
England those calves which arc reared on the milk of the cow 
receive during the first week 4 quarts a day at two meals, second 
to fourth week 5 to 6 quarts a day, fourth to sixth week 6 to 7 
quarts a day, and the quantity during the ensuing six weeks ex
ceeds a couple of gallons a day, when fed on new milk only'. To
wards the end of the fourth week food in the form of hits of oilcake, 
turnip, etc., is given to the calf, and it is weaned at about twelve 
weeks. In India, on the other hand, even with good cows this 
quantity of milk is seldom forthcoming, and the most that can be 
done is to allow the calf as much as he can get. When he is 
weaned too, no care is taken to provide him with any food beyond 
what he can manage to pick up, and hence, provided only poorly 
with the bare necessaries of life it cannot but happen, that he will 
be backward in development. The teeth are cut at a much later 
period in India than at home, and in determining tho age of an 
animal this must be taken into account. The dentition as indi
cative of age in England has been decided by tho Smithfield Club 
to be as follows :—

1. Cattle having central permanent incisors
ent . . . . . , 1  year and 6 months.

2. Central incisors fully np . . , 1  year and 9 months.
3. Second „  ................................. 2 years and 3 months.
4. Third „  ..................................2 years and 8 months.
5. Fourth „ n • • . 8  years.

In India it frequently happens, in fact it is accepted generally
by the natives, that no temporary teeth are shed until after tho age 
of two years, the next pair at three years, the outer lateral four 
years aud the corners at after five years, so that a mibtuke < f  over 
a year in an animal's age, as evidenced by the dentition, is possible.

W e should do well to consider the following as an approxi
mately correct estimate of the age as denoted by the teeth

‘ G°lfeX
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in this country :—

Cats, temporary incisors, middle pair . . 3 days.
„  „ „ lateral „  . . . 5 „
„  „ „  outer laterals . . 12 „
„  „  „ corners . . 35 „
„ permanent incisors, ceutrals . . 2 years to 2 years 3

months.
)> „  „  laterals . . 3 years.

n „  outer laterals . 4 „
„ „ ,, corners . . 5 „

Although there may be some difference in different breeds, yet, 
so far as experience has shown at present, it will be but slight.

Cows are seldom used for breeding, or bulls and bullocks for 
work, until after the age of three years, and castration is not, as a 
general rule, performed until after this age.

Castration. Castration is performed in several different ways, which I may 
as well describe.

First method.— Cast and secure the animal, take some ghee and 
salt and rub smartly into the cord for some minutes with a view to 
producing numbness of the part, and when it is considered that the 
part is practically numbed, I'lacc a round piece of wood under the 
cord, a stone is then beaten on to the upper part, with the result 
that it is disorganised by the resulting inflamation, and' atrophy 
of the testicle takes place.

The animal is let up, and in some cases receives some gur and 
barley meal for a few days whilst the swelling and inflammation 
last. The second method is almost the same as the first, with the 
exception that the testicle is beaten to a pulp instead of the cord.

Another method is as follows :
The animal is cast and secured ; a cord with a slip-knot is tied 

round the testicles. The cord is about six feet long, and has a 
handle at the free end. The slip-knot is now drawn tight by an 
assistant, and the testicles pulled in a lateral direction and forward, 
so as to make the scrotum tense. Then with a stick the operator 
oives a blow in a perpendicular direction and ruptures the testicle ; 
after this a few more strokes complete the disorganisation of the 
gland j the parts are now rubbed under the fingers and the gland
throughly broken down.
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Another method is to throw and secure the animal, draw the 
scrotum out, and handle it so as to cause relaxation ; wooden clams 
are then applied over one cord, the other testicle being pushed up 
out of the way. A man now sits in front, and pushes the im
prisoned testicle against the clam until it bursts ; then he breaks it 
completely down by kneading between the fingers. "When both 
are done a little cow-dung is applied and the animal let up. No 
further treatment is necessary, and the patient is well in a week or 
ten days. All these methods are very successful, and the rate of 
mortality resulting from the operations is very small indeed.

In Lahoul the operation is conducted on the excision principle.
The animal is erst and secured, a clam applied over the testicles, 

the scrotum is then incised, and the exposed testicles pulled out 
the cord being torn. The wounds are simply kept clean, and no 
further treatment adopted.

. Excepting in the ease of Government bulls purchased by dis- Breeding, 
tricts to improve the breed of cattle it is seldom that we find any 
special bull set apart for this purpose. True, it is customary in 
many places to turn bulls loose on religious grounds, as an offering 
for some benefit received or sought for, and if .these animals were 
in all cases well selected, the proceeding would undoubtedly be at
tended with more success than is at present the case. There can 
be no doubt that some good docs result, as the animals thus turned 
loose are generally of the indigenous breed, are well fed, and re
main uncastrated when they have arrived at maturity. The usual 
custom, however, is to have four or five nondescript and often im
mature bulls in a herd, and these bull promiscuously any cows 
which may happen to be in season. It  is noted, however, that the 
strongest bull becomes master of a village herd generally, and al
though he tolerates the other males of his own herd, shows fight 
should a male of a different herd approach. The Government bulls 
supplied to the districts are in some eases well selected, but are 
either stall fed and- pampered, or turned loose with the herds, and 
bull any cow which may happen to be fit. In the latter case 
young bulls often become sterile from overwork, and if pampered, 
they do so from obesity and lack of healthy exorcise, and under 
these conditions the animals bred arc of inferior quality.

' G°i&X
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It  is evident that very little attention appears to be bestowed 
on the breeding of cattle in many of the districts, in fact in some 
parts the people would not care whether an animal bred at all, were 
it not for the sake of the increased yield of milk which follows 
parturition.

The reason for this apparent neglect and apathy may be sought 
in the fact that in these particular districts the rearing of cattle is 
a very precarious and expensive operation, and is not by any means 
a profitable one. There is no doubt, that in some districts a farmer 
could not make it pay to rear his own cattle owing to the scarcity 
and dearness of forage at certain seasons of the year, and he finds it 
cheaper to buy adult animals from some neighbouring district where 
grazing is cheaper and more plentiful, and where cattle breeding 
flourishes. In those parts of India where the conditions are very 
favourable, cattle breeding is carried out to a large extent and has 
been so from early times, Take an outside example “  Mysore/'’ 
Buchanan notes at the commencement of the century, that the in
habitants bred cattle extensively, that they were in the habit of 
selecting the best bulls available, that they carefully separated 
their cattle into herds, and in short, that their breeding arrange
ments were good and that they probably had learnt by experience 
the best methods of managing their breeding herds. Dr. Sliortt 
remarks regarding Southern India: “  Attention is never given by
the ryot to the improvement of his cattle so as to bring them to 
early maturity, so that it takes a heifer from four to five years to 
produce her first calf, whereas, if the necessary attention were 
given them in the way of proper food and care, there is no doubt 
whatever that many would produce at two years, which would prove 
a great saving in the matter of keep.”  As, however, in the major
ity of instances, it costs a native little or nothing to keep his cows, 
early maturity never troubles him. It must be remembered that 
all animals are backward in India whether they are fed or not, and 
also that to produce any beneficial result the cow would require to 
be more or loss highly fed whilst in calf, as would the calf after it 
had been dropped, and that the extra expenditure thus incurred 
would render the progeny of greater cost thaB the market value 
o f another animal bred in (he ordinary manner. The ryot who-is
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f  Cattle in  the Punjab-

busily engaged in cultivation cannot be looked upon as a breeder o£ 
animals even for his own use, unless the circumstances are so 
favourable as to render it possible for him to produce plough bul
locks at a much cheaper rate than they can be purchased from pro
fessional breeders. As a matter of fact, there axe districts in which 
plough bullocks are bought yearly just before they are required for 
use, and are sold off again as soon as their services are no longer 
necessary, and this is done because they would cost too much to 
keep,

The class of animal which the zamindar wants as a rule is a 
tractable, medium-sized, hardy animal, which will not require too 
much food to eat, and which costs little to feed or to buy. "With 
such animals ho can till his laud, and go to market, in fact they 
serve all his purposes. To expect him to trouble to produce or to 
keep a finer class of animal is out of the question. A sa  matter of 
fact, he docs not concern himself about breeding a high class animal, 
which requires much care and attention, and needs expensive feed
ing and the growing of crops for fodder.

With regard to the better class of bullocks, i.e., those used for 
fast road work, it is to be borne in mind that these are not of 
importance to the zamindar. When he wishes to go on a journey 
he uses liis plough bullocks, and as a general rule, unless a rich man, 
does not keep bullocks especially for fast road work, not only 
cannot he afford to do so, but these animals areas a rule too spirited 
and vicious to be of_ service in other work. It is only the rich 
people in towns who can afford to keep these splendid animals, and 
the supply of them seems to be equal to the demand, the breeding 
establishments being able to supply an almost unlimited number at 
a reasonable price. There is not much object in trying to cheapen 
this class of animal, as they are, more or less, a luxury.

In the matter of improving the breed of cattle by bulls pur
chased by District Boards it may be remarked that the real good 
which is done is almost infinitesimal under present arrangements, 
and some amount of alteration in tlio present system would appear 
to be advisable. More care is necessary to obtain bulls which will 
produce cattle suitable to the needs of tbo zamindar. Much depends 
on tbe class of animals which arc present in the district in
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selecting the bull to mate with them, and also on the pasturage 
aud feeding which it is probable the improved breed will get. ' It 
is a mistaken idea, for instance, to purchase a large heavy bull 
which has been used to good grazing and feeding, and to transport 
him to a district where the indigenous race of cattle is small and 
inferior, and where the available grazing is poor and the amount of 
food of small quantity and indifferent quality, and to expect any 
benefit from his use. This is«quite contrary to all the principles of 
breeding. Tin probabilities are that the stock which he produces 
will be a mongrel stock, too large, requiring more grazing than can 
be found, costing more to keep than the smaller stock, and from 
the disadvantageous conditious under which they will be kept in 
such a district there will be a very great tendency for them to re
vet t to the indigenous type, for we should bear in mind that it is 
the natural conditions of the country which have made the indige
nous animals in it what they are. I t  may be stated that in the 
majority of instances no care has been taken in the special selection 
of caste bulls, and as we know it to he an accepted fact that the 
repeated use of a pure breed is necessary in order to get a high grade 
cross of any particular strain, it is evident that this is not ichieved 
in the districts, but that the resulting stock becomes of a more and 
more mongrel type, or to use a homely expression ‘ neither fish, flesh, 

Improvement nor good red herring.’ I f  it be desired to improve the breed of cattle 
of breeding. jn (Pg various districts wc must always keep these objects in view, 

viz., (1) to produce an animal of the same class which is naturally 
found in the district, but stronger and better, (2) to produce one 
which will subsist on the available fodder. In order to attaiu this 
end it is necessary to work with the best selected indigenous cattle 
and by careful selection of the stock endeavour to produce bulls of 
the same blood as the cattle which they are intended to improve.

Cast ration as I am not altogether inclined to agree with the statement, that,
a means. jn or(jer to produce improvement of the stock, young bulls must 

be castrated" early. I f  this were carried out, a great deterioration 
in plough bullocks would result, for there is no doubt that the
g]’o\vth°and development is much interfered with by early ea tra-
tion so that this would not prove an unfailing remedy. The Gov
ernment bulls, although they do much good, doubtless cannot have

t(f)| <SL
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in  tbe Punjab.

very much influence on the improvement of the breed of any dis
trict, as the strain of blood is so soon fost.

Tbe measures most likely to be practicable would be the caste- Practical 
tion of badly formed males and the selection of the better specimens measures, 
of local bred bulls as sires. I am afraid, however, that a very 
long’ time will elapse before the zamindars will be induced to 
trouble about the matter. To them a calf is ,a calf whatever its form 
for quality, and is of some little value either as a plough animal or 
for milking and manure.

Valued only for breeding and the production of milk and c 0ws. 
manure, they seldom get any care or food beyond what they pick 
up, supplemented by Ihoosa.

The natives, however, recognise the necessity of feeding their 
cows, as they have a proverb to the effect that “ a cow gives milk 
by being fed and not by simply being petted and fondled;’ '

They are in all breeds invariably smaller than the bulls, have 
thinner necks, and less massive heads.

The hump is much less developed. The amount of milk pro
duced by most breeds is but small, but they would increase in this 
respect were some little care exercised in feeding. The quantity 
will be mentioned under the different breeds noticed.

Calves are not, as a rule, weaned, but allowed to suck part of the (j lt|VCB 
milk for at least six months; in somo cases Indeed they suck as 
long as the cow will allow them to do so ; a little barley meal and 
salt is given when weaning. It is usually considered by the 
people that the “  heittyn ”  or first milk of the cow after calving 
which contains the colostrum, is harmful to the calf, and it is con
sequently deprived of it. When a calf dies, the cow sometimes 
refuses to give milk, and various devices are resorted to in order to 
prevent this, ofie of which is to stuff the skin and place it in 
sight of the mother. In some parts, however, calves are stinted 
of milk and hence do not develop.

The food-stuffs of the Punjab are very numerous and will only pood-stulfs. 
require passing notice here.

The various grasses valuable for fodder have already been fully 
described by Messrs. Coldstream and Duthie in their respective 
works on the subject, and will therefore not be noticed by me.
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

Ip  many parts of the Punjab, owing to the extension of culti
vation and to the encroachment of the Forest Department on the 
grazing area formerly open, the supply of forage in the form of 
grass has become very limited, so that "little excess remains for a 
bad season, and the cattle, if no other fodder has been collected for 
them, starve.

»
In districts, like Hariana, which are arid, scarcely any fodder 

springs np before the rains, and it is necessary for the herds to be 
driven either to the riveriau tracts ov away into the Duns of the 
Siwalik range to graze until the rains set in and grass becomes plen
tiful in their own districts. This is also done in Karnal. The 

iaTS ”  .or uncultivated lands of doab, afford very excellent 
grazing to large herds of cattle in those districts where they are 
situated. The cattle are driven out into them 'when the rains 
commence.

Birs or enclosed rukhs are to be found in some districts, and are 
a very useful institution, affording a stand-by in years of scarcity • 
not much care is, however, bestowed on them, and the grasses 
found are consequently generally very coarse and innutritious.

Bhoosa, Next to grass in importance as a food material comes “  bhoosa/’
or the chaff of various grains and pulses. It is called “  tore,”  
and that of wheat, rice and barley is to be found in the largest 
quantity, wheat bkoosa being better than barley. Rice bhoosa 
or paddy is excellent.

The “  bhus ”  of various pulses, such as gram, mash, mahri, 
mung, urud, kangni, impi, and the like are also fed to cattle, and 
prove very excellent fodder, that of moth, mung, and gram, being 
considered to be the best.

Bhoosa is stored either in stacks or pits until required for
use.

j 0,vm. (g0>.. Is very extensively grown in the 1 unjab, and is given either
<m vulga- greeu or Jj.y. i t  is called “  charri ”  when greeD, and proves a

very excellent forage.

Indiau-com, The stocks of Indian-com are fed to cattle under the name of
«  karbi ”  ; are good food, but inferior to jowar.

K p  <sl\% >-— \>y
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Used in feeding cattle are green wheat and barley called Green-crops. 
“  khasil,1'’ also occasionally gram and jowar.

In some places shotal, a kind cf lucerne, is extensively grown ghotal (Com- 
for cattle. Rape and mustard are also very useful forage crops, mon clover).

Methi, a trefoil, is used as green food for cattle, being o ften ,, , . 
sown with sarson and a little gram amongst cotton. Tara mira h fond)a 
grown also largely for cattle, and china is also grown for the same num9a°um- 
purpose ; methru is also grown.

Turnips are largely grown in many districts for cattle, and are R , 
very valuable as food for milch cattle and buffaloes.

Carrots are also grown, but not extensively.
Barley is the most generally used grain for feeding cattle, and Grains 

is given ground to plough bullocks and milch kine and buffaloes.
Peas are much grown and are greatly valued as food for milch
buffaloes. Gram (deer arietinnm) is occasionally used as forage, 
but too expensive to give to cattle.

Is grown in some parts principally for cattle, and is boiled o Mr 
before given.

Is a very valuable food for cattle, being superior to tbc ordinary ,r , , •
cot ton cake used in England. It is much valued as it increases thepsoraMUck 
quantity of milk and keeps cattle in good condition. It is, however, Cotton seed, 
considered to bo heating, and is hence o n ly  given in the cold 
weather months.

Cakes are very extensively used in the Punjab for cattle, and 
are of great value, those in general use being linseed cake, mustard C “ klml" ' 
cake and tara mira. Linseed is the best, and is given to milch 
cattle and working bullocks.

Leaves and branches of certain trees aud shrubs are eaten by r 
cattle; a detailed-account o f these will be found in Mr. Duthiris tuva.'"11* 
work on the subject. (

I  may menton the leaves of the Bor tree (Zizyphus vulgaris) as 
being specially prized and diligently collected for cattle and being 
credited with increasing the quantity of milk. Salt, a necessary, 
condiment, is always given to cattle, occasionally in the food.

Gut is much used, especially for milch cattle and those perform
ing hard work.

I I I  <SL
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.
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It may not be out of place hero to give the ordinary feed of 
plough bullocks (luring the year. It is about as follows: —

From Phagau (February) to Baisakh (April) —bhoosa, stalks of 
crops, wheat and grass. -•

Jaith (May) to Kartik (October)— Jo war, rawan, china grass 
and bhoosa. Or from 15th of November to 1st February— turnips, 
bboosa and grass; February on kbasil, green wheat; in March—  
methra and peas, bhoosa and g*rass; April and May— bhoosa and 
khul; M ay to ‘October— jo war ; October and November— bhoosa 
and khul.

■> . The natives say—
Giving china straw at Rabi harvest is feeding your bullocks on 

ghee, but if you give it them green it is butter in a dish. I f  yon 
feed bullocks on green wheat in “  Phagan "  (February) and with 
Jawav in (October) Kartik they will never come home tired. In 
“  Poll ” (I'ecemher) give turnips and add dry food in Magh (Janu
ary) ; fei'd them oa green wheat in Phagan and methi and sengi in 
Chait (March) — (Maconaehie.)

It is necessary to say that the milch cows only get fed on 
anything besides bhoosa and grass when they are giving milk.

CHAPTER ! ! . -  HIMALAYAN BREEDS.— PAHARI.

Breeds. Under this bead it is well to identify those animals found at
moderate elevations of the Himalayas in such districts as Simla, 
Seoraj, Kulu and Lahoul, Hazara, etc. These cattle are admirably 
adapted to-the country they inhabit, a purely mountainous one.

They resemble the dexter Kerry cattle of Europe in some degree, , 
but very slightly.

Ohnraoter- They are light, compact, and very active, and can climb about 
Uir». Pii]6 |u aearch of forage which are difficult for man to negotiate, 

a n d  which w ou ld  he inaccessible to the heavier breeds of animals.
These cattle are for the most part small, hardy, and well-bred 

little creatures despite their somewhat rough coats The most- 
general colours are black, red or a rusty black, and odd colours 
mo seldom mot with.
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They stand from 36 to 39 inches at tire withers. The line of: 
the back is straight generally, although occasionally a little dipped 
from loin to wither, where it is broken by the rise of the hump.

The hump is scarcely developed at all in the female, rising only 
about half an inch above the level of the spine. In the bull 
however, it is well marked, rising sometimes to a height of four 
inches above the back. At the junction of the lumbar and sacral 
bones there is a slight elevation.

The croup is not so markedly drooping in this breed as in some 
others, but the tail is badly set on.

The tail is fairly fine and whip-like, and ends in a tuft of long 
hair, which reaches as far as the middle of metatarsal region 
generally, but sometimes below it.

The head is fine, forehead broad, especially in the bull; face 
longish and fine; muffle small, jaw light.

The breadth of forehead is four inches, and from poll to muffle 
thirteen inches. The horns are usually coarse at the roots, and 
terminate in a fine point; they generally take a direction arching 
upwards and outwards, and vary in length from 4 inches to 12 
inches

The ears are comparatively small, measuring six to seven inches 
from root to tip, and, as a rule, are carried in a horizontal position.

The head is earned a little below the line of the body.
The neck short and stout in the bull, but light in the cow.
Dewlap well developed in the bull, less so in the cow.
Legs short and well formed, the forearm measuring 12 inches in 

circumference, and the height from elbow to ground is only 22 or 
23 inches.

The chest measurement is good for animals of thoir stature, 
being from 50 to 56 inches.

The ribs are strong and broad, and ihe cattle are very well 
ribbed up.

The length from scapula to first tail-bone is from 36 to 40 inches.
In the female the udder is very small, as are also the (eats, and 

i>i the male the scrotum and sheath are small and undeveloped, the 
latter being terminated by a tuft of hair.

t(f)| <SL
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

In temperament they are quiet, almost inclined to be sluggish *

It  is not customary to keep bulls for breeding purposes exclu
sively, and any bull o f a herd bulls a cow which comes into season.

The bulls are fit for breeding at the age o f four years, at which 
time they are considered to be in the prime of life, as are also the 
cows.

The cows are milked thrice a day when in full milk, and as they 
decrease in yield the number of milkings is reduced to two and one.

The quantity of milk obtained is not large, varying with the 
time of year and the amount of grazing available. The usual 
amount of yield is from one to two and-a-half seers per day. The 
qualify depends on the amount and quality of the food. Ghee is 
made from the milk and sold or consumed.

Bullocks and bulls are worked from the age of five, years.

The price is small, varying from 115 to 1130, the cows being 
much less valuable than the bullocks.

The work done by Pahari bullocks is little, ploughing and the 
preparation of the land being the only work expected.

They are, however, occasionally used by “  labanas ”  or carriers, 
when they are expected to carry a load of about one and-a-half 
maunds for a distance of 8 or 9 miles a day.- When such work is 
being done extra ration is given, and this is also the case with cows 
when in full milk.

Ike stables in which these cattle are kept vary but little in the
Stabling.

various parts of the lulls.
The houses are generally double-storeyed, and the lower storeys 

are the cattle-sheds; there is no ventilation, as a rule, excepting 
what takes place through the rough boarded floor of the upper

storey.
Manure is a very valuable material in the hills, and the stables 

arc kept littered to a depth of a foot or so ; the sanitary condition 
of such dens is of the lowest order.

* Noth.—Mr Walker says that the Pahari cattle in the Kumaon arc very 
wild, and for that reason many of them i.ru unworkable, hd.

• e0l*rx.
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During the summer months and until the snows commence the Feeding, 
cattle are grazed on the mountain sides, a n d  get nothing b e y o n d  
what they pick up.

The grazing at certain times of the year is excellent, and the 
hill cattle are then seen in splendid condition.

For winder feed, grass is collected as convenient, and dried for 
hay, on which the animals exist until the ensuing spring. Bhoosa is 
seldom cut with the crop, but I have-occasionally seen stacks in the 
hills. During the week it is the invariable custom to give a hand
ful or so of salt to the cattle, and after calving, gur, barley meal 
and milk are boiled together and given for a week or so. ■

T he general treatment of the calves is the same as in most Calves, 
places; they get at birth and up to about six weeks three teats, 
fritm this time to four months two teats, after which till six months 
one teat, after which no suckling. "When the cows are driven out 
to graze, the young calves are kept outside the village, where they 
nibble at the grass and get fresh air and exercise.

Pine needles are generally collected for bedding and make good Bedding, 
manure, Straw and leaves are also used.

CHAPTER III__ KAHLUR BREED.
The. State of Kahlur possesses an indigenous breed of cattle 

which differ very much from those which we have already' 
designated Paharis. They are slightly larger and differ in 
external conformation; the heads and horns are coarser and the face 
longer; the "ear assumes a more depending position; the hump, 
although small, is more developed than in the Pahari breed. They 
are generally lacking in barrel, not so well ribbed up, the quarters 
short and croup sloping ; tail whip-like and finished off with a tuft 
of black hair.

The height at the withers is about 41 to 48 inches. The line 
of the back is very straight and well adapted for pack purposes; 
there is a slight rise at the croup of an inch or two, after which it 
sloj>es badly and the tail is set on low down.

The Lead is coarser and longer ; the breadth of the forehead five 
inches, and length from poll to muffle 16 inches.; the horns usually

u
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curve upwards, outwards, then slightly inwards, the tips not 
being much approximated. The ears drooping and large, measuring 
8 inches from root to tip ; neck measuring about 15 inches and light 
in the cows, and heavier in hulls. Eyes surrounded b f black skin. 
The girth 54 to 57 inches at the chest.

Length from 36 to 40 inches In cows the udder nirlv deve
loped and teats better defined than in the Pahari.

Sheath of the male badly developed, and tuft of hair at the 
orifice. The limbs well developed, measuring from elbow to ground 
£10 to 24 inches, and the forearm 12 inches in circumference.

The joints large and strong.
Dewlap fairly developed. Colours very variable, white, black, 

piebald, skewbald, dun, and red, the colours in many eases being 
broken.

The skin generally black’ , whatever the colour of the hair may 
he.

Uses. They arc used for the same purposes as other hill cattle, and are
much used for carrying purposes by “  labanas11 who load salt on 
them.

Feediu*. As with other hill breeds.
The cows give from two to three seers and from it ghee is 

made. •
Price. f t  1 0  to  K 2 5 .

K aiilur B reed.

Height * ! Length Breadth Girth Girth
tt x. Ago. of elbow length. Horn.1 o f of Fore- of of Colonr.

hump. | face. head. phauk. cheat, j

Bn Uoolc, belies 10 43 39 12 i 1C 6 C CO 1 Rod.
„ „  7 44 40 12 , 37 0 6 CO
„ 6 44 .10 7 15 , 5 C 50 Black.

I 10 10 3C 0 10 4 0 57 i white.
,, I 4 43 40 9 10 5 6 5G Rid.

I 1 I 1
! Noth. -  Length in this and all other measurements is taken from point of 

shoulder to point of buttock, without curving the tape. Height to tan Imme
diately hi,hind the hump; length of fttuofrom poll to commencement of muffle.

~  Ed.
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.
• __________________ ____— ---------------------------------- ■-■■■-

CHAPTER IV .— MANDI BREED.
Most of the cattle owned by the people in Mandi are of the 

ordinary Pfthari breed, but towards the borders of the Suket a 
distinct locr l breed may be found.

The < attic are exceedingly small, but very strongly built 
wonderfully thick-set little beasts. They are in most part lculars 
like Suket cattle in general outline, Jmt stand very low on the leg.
They may in fact be said to be Suket cattle on a small scale.

The quantity of milk is from half to one seer; value about Ho 
• to R12.

Used for pack animals and cows for milking.
Same general management as other hill breeds.

M andi B reed.
i I

Lenjrtb Brendtk Gittli Girth
Sex , Ago. Height, Length. Horn. of ol (ore- of of

face,, head, shank, chest.

Cow , . . 6 83 33 11 13 4 5 60
„  . 10 33 33 8 13 4 5 48
....................................G 33 33 12 13 4 S I  14

Bollock . . 12 45 43 13 15 4 C I 60
„ , . 10 38 36 I 8 14 4 G 54

Cow . . .  7 36 30 | 6 14 4 0 61

•

SUKET BREED.
This is one of the best breeds of cattle met with in the Hima

layas. They arc found in the State of Suket, and are much prized 
on account of their superior size and weight, as also for their milk
ing powers in Kulu, where large numbers are to be seen. They 
differ from the other breeds seen in the Himalayas in general con
formation. Some of the cows are really handsome little beasts 

,  and very good milkers. ^
The skins are fine; hair smooth ; ears long but liner and more or 

less horizontal in direction; head tine, well shaped and breedy 
looking; neck light; bump hardly breaking the line of the back in 
the female, hut more developed in the male; back straight; dewlab

B a
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small ; quarter not very sloping, but short; loins broad and well 
form ed; tail fine, and having a tuft of black hair at the end reach
ing to mid-metatarsal region. The head in this breed is very 
characteristic, the face unusually long and small, straight from poll 
to muffle, measuring generally about 10 inches, the o.bital arches 
rise above the level of frontal bone considerably, thus giving the 
forehead a depressed appearance, the breadth, between the orbits is 
four to five inches. The horns usually arcli upwards and measure 
from a few inches to about a foot in length. The colours are 
generally even: many red, some black and a few white and dun.
Thu mammary gland is fairly developed, teats small.

Sheath of male badly developed and finished off with a few long 
hairs.

Milk. The cows are milked twice daily and give three to five seers of
milk, which is of good quality, and it is said that the yield of ghee 
per seer is ounce *

tending. They are grazed during the summer as is the case with other hill
cattle, but get, as a rule, salt every three days. When in milk the 
cows get of barley a couple of seers daily and after calving lugree 
41b, ghee 4lb, goor lib  for eight days.

The calf is generally given mustard oil for three days, otherwise 
if is believed that worms appear in the abdomen.

Price. f t  10 to  f t  2 5 .
S oket B reed.

_  —]
Height Length Qirth Br-adth

Sbx. Age. of phoul- ,Bcat'lua of Faee. H en . of loro* Colour.
I dors, cue- edicst. hoa<i.

•̂\ '• - | cygeal.

Cow . . . 9 43 39 58 1C GJ 5 Red.
„  . . 4 , 41 37 : 5»i 14 3 4 , ,

Bollock 8 45 41 60 17 12 4 I „
„  . . .  9 48 42 64 17 9 5 | „I Si Very

i good 
cow,

 ̂ i dun.

* Notb.—This corresponds with the milking powers of Kumaon cattle where 
tlio supply of milk is poor, bat the proportionate yield of batter is good.—Ed.

111, *8L
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"Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

CHAPTER V__ THE YAK OR CHOWRY BULL.
In the cantons of Lalioul anil Spiti wc find these animals and 

the cross between them arid the hill cows almost entirely tairiuy the 
place of ordinary cattle, more especially in Spiti and the higher 
villages of Lalioul.

Marco Polo observes : “  There are found many white cattle that 
in point of size may he compared to elephants. Their olur eois a 
mixture of white and black, and they are beautiful to the sight.
The hair upon every part of their body lies down smooth, excepting 
upon the shoulder, where it stands up to the heig’ht of about 1 liree 
palms (presumbly hand breadths). This hair or rather wool is soft 
and more delicate than silk. Many of these cattle taken wild will 
become domesticated and the breed produced belween them and the 
common cow are noble animals and better qualified to undergo fatigue 
than any other kind. They are accustomed to carry heavier burdens 
and to perform twice the labour in husbandry that could be derived 
from the ordinary sort, being both active and powerful/’

This fine species was described by Turner in the Asiatic Re
searches, Volume IV . He observes: “ liver the shoulder rises a thick 
muscle covered with a profusion of soft hair which in general is 
longer and more copious than that along the back. The tail is 
composed of a prodigious quantity of long flowing glossy hair.”
The Shoulders, ramp, and upper part of the body are clothed with a 
sort of soft thick wool, but the inferior parts with straight pendant 
hair that descends below the knee.

Yah— Bos Poephagus, B. Grunniens, or Poephagus Grunniens, 
is still to be found in a wild state, but has been largely domesticated.
The general aspect of the yak is distinctly Bisontine, and it carries 
the head low like the rest of the sub group. In the II extern 
Himalayas the wild yak is named Broug or Dong Hbroiigbri, 
which is generally pronounced Dongdi. Amongst all the quadrupeds 
the Yak is found at the greatest elevation ; it best stands the cold 
of the snowy mountains.

But at the same time the range of temperature in which a yak can 1 
live is veTy limited : the real yak can seaecly live in the summer at 
an elevation of 8,000 feet. Hermann and 1101)0111 SchlageutweU
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frequently found wild Yak on both sides of the range which separates • 
the Indus from the Sutlej, near the origin of the Indus and near 
the environs of Gaarto, but the greatest number of them was at the 
foot of the Karakorum range. It is when wild, horribly fierce, fall
ing on the hunter with horns and chest. The wild Yak does not 
come so far South as Rupshu but a few are met with in winter in 
the Nubra ranges; they migrate, however, before the end of April.
The Yak wanders about singly or in small herds, preferring secluded 
valleys to open hill sides, passing the day among the snow where it 
may be often seen at midday stretched at full length asleep. The 
prevailing colour of the wild Yak is black with a greyish tint on head.
In the winter herds graze below 8,000 feet on account of the great 
quantity of snow above that height., but in the summer they find 
pasturage as high as 17,000 feet, consisting of grass and small 
tufted cariees on which they browse with avidity.

The size of the Dong is four times that of the domesticated 
Yak ; it is black all over having occasionally a white streak on the 
forehead. The horns of a full grown bull are said to be three feet 
long.

The domesticated Yak is common in Rupshu ; it can travel twenty 
miles a day. The ears are generally pierced and ornamented with 
a tuft of scarlet worsted ; the eyes are large and beautiful; red dun 
particolored aud white are commonly met with.

Much of the wealth of the people of East Nepal consists in its 
rich milk curd eaten either fresh or dried, or powdered into a kind 
of meal. The hair is spun into ropes and woven into a covering 
for tents which is quite impervious to the wind or rain. The hair 
of the tail is greatly esteemed by the women of the plains to add 
ro their hack hair. The female drops one calf in April and the 
calves are very lively. The flesh is delicious, much richer and more 
juicy than common m eat; that of the older Yak is sliced and dried 
in the sun to form jerked meat called “  schat-t-chew ”  which is 
eaten raw and is a palatable food. The Yak loves steep places, 
delighting to scramble amongst rocks.

The average value is f i ‘22 to R30.
Yaks are bred in Bashahir whence they are sent for sale. In 

Spiti the people plough with it aud it carries loads; it furnishes

f(t )| <SL
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in tlie Punjab.

them milk and hair to make ropes. In the severest weather the 
animal appears to enjoy itself in the snows and is often to be seen 
with icicles of several inches in length hanging from its nose and a 
foot or more of ice to the hair of its neck and shoulders. Long hair 
hangs down and protects the eyes. The Thibetan Dzo, Zho, or Zo, 
is a hybrid from the bull Yak and the Indian Zebu.

There is a great variety of colours amongst them, but black oi 
white are the most prevalent.

In the higher parts of the Himalayas the Yak itself is in most 
use, but in the less elevated tracts several breeds crossed with the 
common Indian cattle are most used.

The common Yaks used in the plough are ugly enough, and 
have more the appearance of large shaggy bears than oxen, but 
“ the Yaks used for riding purposes/’ says Hoffmeister, “ are 
infinitely handsomer animals.”  Cunningham says that “  tho I)so 
or Zho is a very handsome animal with long shaggy hair, generally 
black and white.”

The Yak was mentioned by Oelian in the third century, who 
quaintly remarks that “  they are black cattle with white tails from 
which fly-flappers are made for Indian kings.”

Hodgson fully describes the Yak as follows :—
“  Tho Yak or cliowry bull o f Thibot lias 14 pairs o f ribs, a strong dorsal 

ridge, though limited in extent to tho withers, and which is therefore justly 
considered to belong to tho Bisontine group, though, perhaps, it is an aberrant 
or oeculant species, more connected by the characters of its skull with the 
Bubalines than the Taurines, The distinguishing characters of this skull are 
its moderate size and weight, dimension o f length more preponderant from 
increase in the facial region over those of breadth than in the common ox, 
the lrontal bones are distinctly, though trivially convex in the upper part 
whence they pass with a somewhat obtuse angle into a trigonal occipital 
piano of very moderate size. The excess of the facial over the frontal region 
of tho skull is as 11 to 7.”

The occipital plane in the ox is square, whereas owing to tho 
boldly defined and pointed parietal ridge and to the rounding off of 
the froutals on either, side of it, tho same plane in the Yak is , 
trigonal.

The muffle is small.
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Notes on indigenous breeds of Cattle in the Punjab.

Upon the whole the skull of the Yak, as compared with that of 
the common ox, is larger in proportion of the size of the animal 
and exceeds the bovine skull as much in breadth as it falls short 
of it in depth. The horns of the Yak are of moderate size, jet 
black, rounded and smooth and occupy the ends of the frontal apex, 
‘having the frontal arched between them as well transversely as 
lengthwise. The horns are directed at first outwards, then reverted 
upwards and backwards with a bold curve.

The body is covered with long hair, excepting over the 
perinteum inside of the thighs and hypogastric region from anus 
to prepuce, which is nude, the hair along tho superior of the above 
nudity forming a long fringe with definite margin ; the nudity is 
carried partially forward to sternum ; armpits bare.

The head is long, facial line straight, muffle vague aud small, 
narcs oblique, ears small and oval, horizontal ; limbs very short 
and fine ; barrel deep and compressed ; tail very short and tapensd 
reaching only to mid buttock ; tail terminates in large quantity of 
bushy hair. Dewlap only slightly developed. Mammary gland 
small, four teats narrowing wedgewise. Hoofs much hollowed.”
The Yak does not thrive below 10,000 feet, and experiments to 
acclimatise it at lower elevations, have been unsuccessful, but the 
cross breeds may be brought down much lower.

The Yak is used for carrying packs, especially over glaciers or 
other difficult roads, for ploughing and for riding in the snow J he 
carries a load of two or three maunds ; he cannot, however, travel 
for many consecutive days without getting knocked up. He is 
wonderfully surefooted. He is impatient under the yoke, and turn 
meu are usually required to plough, one to hold and one to drive.
He is a very timid animal with strangers, but quiet enough with 
the people.

p , They are grazed on the mountain sides, in fact turned loose to
forage for themselves, which they manage to do, even when a con
siderable quantity -of snow covers the ground, by scooping it away 
with their hoofs. They are left to roam about by themselves 
during the summer and are only reclaimed when the ploughing 
season or the winter tomes round. During the winter they get  
dried grass and are stabled in the villages.
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

T h e  m a le  is  c a lled  Y a k c h a  a n d  th e  fe m a le  B re e m o .

The quantity of milk given is but small, one to two seers. Milk.
R 2 5  to  R 5 0 .  P™*-

* Y ak .
— ---------------------- ---— -   --------------------------- — -------------------- ~ ------------------— ■— ----------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------

r«n
Sox. Height. Length. to Horn. Girth.

nose.
____ e_____ _______ _______ _________

Yak bullosk . . .  50 GG 20 14 70

•  I n  S p i t i  a n d  L a lio u l  th e  c ro ss  b reed s- a re  m u c h  u se d  f o r  Niuncs and 
a g r ic u l tu r a l  w o rk  a n d  a lso  fo r  c a r r y in g .  T h e y  do  m o re  w o rk  t h a n  '  al'" 'tlCH- 

o rd in a ry  h i l l  c a t t le ,  b e in g  m u c h  h e a v ie r  a n d  s t r o n g e r ; t h e  fe m a le s  

a lso  a re  sa id  to  b e  su p e rio r  a s  m ilk e rs , g iv in g  u p  to  fo u r  se e rs  w h e n  

g o o d  ones. A l l  t h e  c ro sse s b re e d  f re e ly  to g e th e r  a n d  w i th  th e  p u re  
s t o c k ; in  th e  fo rm e r  case  th e  ra c e  d e g e n e ra te s .

I n  S p i t i  th e  m u le  b e tw e e n  th e  Y a k c h a  a n d  th e  “  R a te h a ,”  a s  
th e y  d e s ig n a te  t h e  h i l l  cow s, is  c a l le d  “  Z h o  ”  i f  a  m a le , a n d  
“  Z h o m o '1 i f  a  fe m a le , a n d  f ro m  th e s e  a n d  th e  Y a k c h a  o r  B re em o  
th e  “  S tro o l  ”  m a le  a n d  “  S t r o d e  ”  fe m a le .

B o th  th e s e  c ro ss  b re e d s  a re  so m e w h a t s im ila r  in  fo rm  to  th e  Y a k , 
b u t  w a n t  h a i r  a n d  a re  less s t r o n g ly  m a d e .

F r o m  th e  B re em o  a n d  th e  h i l l  b u ll  p ro c e e d s  a n o th e r  h y b r id ,  

viz., t h e  “ G a r r a ”  a n d  “  G a r r i , ’’ b u t  th is  c ro ss  is o f  r a re  o c c u rre n c e , 
th e  p u re  s t r a in  b e in g  g e n e ra l ly  k e p t  w i th  t h e  B re e m o  ns t h e  

p ro d u c e  is  m u c h  in f e r io r  to  t h e  Z h o .

A l l  t h e  c ro ss  b re e d s  a re  e m p lo y e d  In  h u s b a n d r y .  I n  L a lio u l  
th e r e  i s  a lso  f o u n d  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  th e s e  c ro s s -b re d  a n im a ls ,  
w h ic h  a r e  c o lle c tiv e ly  c a lle d  “  C h u rn s .”  I n d iv id u a l  n a m e s  a s  
f o l lo w s :  a h i l l  co w  is  c a l le d  “  R a t e h a "  a n d  a  b u l l  “  B a n g th , "  th e  

Y a k , a n d  i t s  f e m a le  B re e m o .
R a te h a  a n d  1 'a k  — Z h o m o  fe m a le ,  Z lio p o  m ale .

B a n g th  a n d  Z h o m o  =  T a)m o  fe m a le ,  T a lp o  m ale . 1  'X 0  1  1
Z h o m o  a n d  Y a k  =  G a r  m o a n d  G a rp o .  J

B re em o  a n d  B a n g th  =  G a r m  a n d  G a rr i.

' Gô X
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Notes on indigenous breeds of Cattle in the Punjab.

Pure Yak. The pure Yak is only met with in small numbers in the lower 
villages, where it is kept as a bull for breeding purposes, and the 
Breemo not below Darcha in Lahoul.

The Zkomo and Zhopo are consequently the most frequent 
cross seen.

Zliomo and These take more after the Yak than the cow, and are in their 
/'llopo general characters stamped with his peculiarities. They somewhat 

resemble Highland cattle.
Description. The body is massive, on short legs covered as in the: Yak with 

Iongish hair which is, however, in much smaller quantity than in 
the Yak. The line of the back from behind the hump is straight, 
the quarter long, and tail fairly well set on.

The dorsal ridge, larger in the male than the female, extend 
some distance in front of the withers.

The neck, short and light in the cow, heavier in the bull.
The dewlap small and commeneiug very far back.
Head very loug, especially the face; the muffle small, horns 

round, long, black, fine and very sharp, and generally arched up
wards; ears small and horizontal.

The height at the withers is about 39 inches in Zkomo to 41 
in the Zhopo. The girth is good, 54 to 58, length is about 40 
inches.

The limbs are very short and stout, the elbow 21 inches from 
ground, girth of forearm 12 inches, and shank six inches.

The head is carried very low ; as a rule the tail is hairy from 
the root, and resembles a thick mule’s tail, the hair being long, but 
the tail short.

The mammary gland but slightly developed ; teats regular but 
small.

Colours. The colours are black, or black and white, the tail being fre
quently white. Red colours are sometimes seen.

Feeding. Cows and Zkomo, Zhopos, etc., are all grazed during the summer
and stall-fed in the winter time on hay. After calving the cows 
receive some gur and suttoo.

They also get salt occasionally.



I
* . ; ': ’ ‘ i

. . 3c.r ->v ' S.i v ”v o f hidis. OCi:»«,CsliiUtLs..May 1202.

A Garpo lowing ranch less of the Yak than in Plate No. 5.
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O n e  to  th r e e  s e e r s ; b u t t e r  a b o u t  a  c h i t t a c k  f ro m  each  se e r. Milk.

Z h o m o , H 1 0  to  fS 2 5 ;  Z h o p o , K 2 0  to  R 2 5 .  Price.

• Z uqmo—Z hopo.

1 'ti
Sei- S 3 1 , | j

" • 3 a | s K § to ® 3 o j s . sW EH 3 Ut’ (A 03 &

Zhomo 6 38 j 39 11 16 5 0 55
,» 5 y9 ! 40 12 15 6 G 58
.. . . 0 38 | 40 14 15 G 6 54

Zhopo 6 39 4.0 , 0 16 5 G 58

H A Z A R A  D ISTRICT.
M r. N u n n ,  in  h is  r e p o r t  on  th is  d i s t r ic t  u n d e r  th e  h e a d in g  o x en , 

s a y s : “ T h e r e  is  th e  g r e a t e s t  d iffe re n ce  in  th e  co w s a n d  b u llo c k s  o f 

t h e  H a r ip u r  a n d  M a n s e b r a  o r  K a g a n ,  th e  l a t t e r  o f w h ic h  a re  sm a ll  
h a r d y  a n im a ls ,  a b le  to  c lim b  th e  s te e p  sid es o f  th e  h i l ls  in  s e a rc h  o f 
g r a z in g  l ik e  g o a ts .  T h e y  v a ry  in  h e ig h t  f ro m  50  to  5 5  in ch es , a n d  Description, 
a re  re d  o r b la c k  in  c o lo u r  w i th  r o u g h  h a ir  p a r ta k in g  m o re  o f th e  
n a tu r e  o f  W e ls l i  o r  K e r r y  c a t t le  t h a n  a n y th i n g  I  h a v e  e ls e w h e re  
se e n  in  f h e  c o u n tr y .  I n  K a g a n  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  b u llo c k s  a re  used  
fo r  p a c k  p u rp o se s , b u t  in  A b b o t ta b a d  a n d  H a r ip u r  m o s t  a re  u sed  
f o r  p lo u g h in g .  T h e  m a r k e d  f e a tu r e  in  th e s e  h i l l  c a t t le  is t h e  v e ry  
s m a ll  size  o f th e  h u m p  c o m p a re d  w i th  th o se  o f  t h e  p la in s .”

T h e  c a t t l e  a b o v e  a l lu d e d  to  seem  to  b e  th o se  o f t h e  P a h a r i  b re e d .

M r .  N u n n  g o e s  on  to  s a y :  “ T h e  c a t t le  o f H a r ip u r  a p p e a r  to  

b e  a  v e ry  m ix e d  b re ed  o w in g  to  th e  f a c i l i t ie s  fo r  im p o r t in g  f ro m  

th e  P u n ja b  a n d  th e  G o v e rn m e n t  b u l ls  t h a t  h a v e  b een  p r e s e n t  in  
th e  d i s t r ic t  fo r  so m e  y e a rs  p a s t .”

H e ife r s  a r e  o c ca s io n a lly  u se d  fo r  p lo u g h in g ,  b u t  m ilc h  co w s Work, 
se ld o m , i f  e v e r . ••• Milk.

T h e  sm a ll  c o u n tr y  co w s a re  w o r th  f ro m  B 1 5 e n d  o x e n  a b o u t  p £; .t ,
R 5 0 , i f  g o o d . S o m e  o f  th e s e  in  H a r ip u r  b y  G o v e rn m e n t  b u l ls  h a v e , 
h o w e v e r , b e e n  so ld  fo r  f t  180 to  R 2 0 0  p e r  p a ir .

I n  M a n s e b ra  T a h s il  a n im a ls ,  a s  a  ru le , g e t  n o th in g  b u t  g r a z in g ,  j i 0(Wi|)g 
a n d  “ b l r o o s a ”  e i th e r  w h i te  o r “  m isa ,”  g e n e ra l ly  th e  fo rm e r ,  e x c e p t

f( S)| - <SL
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i n  B a la k o te ,  B h o g u r m u n g ,  a n d  K a g a n ,  w h e re  th e r e  is  n o n e  a v a i l 
a b le ;  in  th e  “  i la k a s  ”  o f M a n s e h r a ,  P a k h l i  a n d  T a n a u l,  a b o u t  h a lf  
to  o n e  see r o f  som e s o r t  o f g r a in ,  w h a te v e r  is  c h ea p es t, is  g iv en , 
e x c e p t in  th e  m o n th s  o f  J u ly ,  A u g u s t  anct S e p te m b e r ,  d u r in g  th e  
ra in s , w h e n  g r a s s  is s p r in g in g  u p  a n d  is  e x c e p tio n a lly  g o o d . G ra s s  
is  c u t  a n d  m a d e  in to  h a y  a ll  o v e r  th e  d i s t r ic t  f o r  w in te r  c o n su m p 
tio n , in  S e p te m b e r  o r  O c to b e r , a n d  in  N o r th e r n  H a z a ra ,  u p  to  th e  

t im e  th e  sn o w  fa lls ,  t h e  a n im a ls  a re  l e f t  o u t  to  g ra z e . P lo u g h  
b u llo c k s  f ro m ' t h e  m id d le  o f  M a y  to  th e  m id d le  o f  J u n e ,  w h e n  
d o in g  th e  h a r d e s t  w o rk , a r e  g iv e n  o n e  to  tw o  seers o f  a rd a w a k  a t  
n o o n , a n d  p a c k  b u llo c k s  g e t  t h e  sa m e  r a t io n  w h e n  w o rk in g . I n  
A b b o t ta b a d  th e  m e th o d  o f  fe e d in g  is  th e  sam e  e x c e p t  t h a t  c o tto n  
seeds a re  u se d . I n  H a r ip u r  th e  m ix tu r e  o f m u s ta r d  c ak e  a n d  
a rd a w a li  is  c o n tin u e d  u p  to  t h e  m id d le  o f  O c to b e r , a n d  w h i te  b h o o sa  
is  o f te n  a d d e d , w h e n  th e  m ix tu r e  is  c a lled  g h o tu .

F ro m  O c to b e r  to  M a y  k i r b y  a n d  g re e n  m o th  a re  g iv en .

BRITTANY CATTLE.*
W ith  a  v iew  to  im p ro v in g  th e  m ilk in g  p o w ers  o f  th e  P a h a r i  

b re ed  o f c a t t le ,  som e B r i t t a n y  c a t t l e  w ere  s e n t  in to  th e  K u lu  s u b 
d iv is io n  to  M r. D o n a ld  a n d  to  M r .  M a c k a y  o f M a n a li .  I t  w a s  
fo u n d  t h a t  th e  c h a n g e  in  c lim a te  a n d  fo d d e r  in flu en ced  th e m  v e ry  
m u c h , a n d  t h a t  th e  y ie ld  o f m ilk  fe ll  off.

M r .  D o n a ld  o f  D h o b ie  sa y s  t h a t  th e  co w  s e n t  to  h im  a b o r te d  on  
th e  w a y  u p  a n d  a g a in  a f te r w a r d s .

T h e  b u ll  w a s  u sed  a  l i t t l e  b y  th e  z e m in d a rs , a n d  so m e 15 h e a d  
o f  h a lf-b re d  s to c k  w ere  b o rn , n e a r ly  a ll b u ll  ca lv es , w h ic h  w ere  
p ra c t ic a l ly  u se le s s  fo r  p lo u g h in g ,  o w in g  n o t  o n ly  to  th e  a b se n ce  of 
th e  h u m p , b u t  a lso  to  th e  in c re a sed  s t r a ig h tn e s s  o f th e  n e c k . I t  
m u s t  b e  re m e m b e re d  t h a t ,  h o w e v e r  sm a ll  t h e  h u m p  m a y  b e  in  
I n d ia n  c a t t le ,  t h e  sh a p e  o f  th e  neck  re n d e rs  i t  possib le  to  c a r ry  th e  
y o k e , o w in g  to  t h e  d ip  w h ic h  is  p r e s e n t  b e fo re  t h e  w ith e r s  o r  d o rsa l 
r id g e  co m m en ces, w h i l s t  in  E u ro p e a n  c a t t le ,  a s  a  r id e ,  th e  n e c k  is

*  N o t e .— The introduction of any breed of European cattle is harmful, as 
has been demonstrated in Bengal, where the importation of English cattle did 
great damage in forming a hybrid stock which was very ninoh addicted to con
tracting, in a virulent form, all the diseases of the country. They were also 
harmful, in that the hoinp which is so necessary an adjnnet in draught cattle 
became extinct.— Ed.
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A SahiWnl Ball, Montgomery District. This animal is young and not fully developed, but tho length and well ribbed np condition will show #
what powor the animal possesses. Note the prominent forehead and short horns.
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• Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

short and straight, and the head carried in a more erect position, so 
that the adapting of a yoke becomes a difficult matter. All the 
young stock, excepting one very young calf, died from rinderpest, 
as did also the Brittany cattle-themselves.

Mr. Mackay of Mauali was more fortunate, but told me iliat 
he had to take tlxe most elaborate precautions against rinderpest.
He received a bidl and a eow some years ago, and I saiv the 
produce— a well grown bull and a cow*, pure-bred Brittany cattle, 
four very young half-bred cow calves, and one half-bred bull calf.
The pure-bred bull was a well grown-animal but not fit for plough
ing owing to the defects already pointed out. The half-bred stock 
was too young to form any opinion of, but there was evidently a 
much more symmetrical outline, total absence of the bump and a 
longer straighter croup. The ears were in all eases erect. The 
colours of the half-bred stock, in all cases but one, which was of a 
mottled colour, were red and black. I  was informed that the cow 
did not yield any more milk than the good Pahari cows in the posses
sion of Mr. Mackay, that is a little over two seers. Under these 
circumstances I do not think that the experiment can be considered 
to have so far been a successful one, and when we consider the 
frightful prevalence of rinderpest in these Himalayan districts, it 
must be evident that risks of infection and death of improved animals 
from this disease are enormous, and that the prospects of benefiting 
the breed by the importation of foreign animals amongst them very 
poor indeed. It appears to me before expending money and energy 
in this direction to be necessary to teach the people to take proper 
care of the animals which are at present in their possession, and 
then to endeavour, to give them a better class of animal to care for.

CHAPTER VI— BREEDS OF THE PUNJAB P L A IN S .-T H E  MONTGOMERY
BREED.

Called Lambi Bar; Sahiwal, and spoken of by Mr. Nunn as 
- being called “  Than ”  or “  Lola.” * This breed comes from the 

neighbourhood of the Ravi from the Bar. The cows are the best 
milkers pf any breed in the Punjab. The peculiarities are the

* Noth.—Lola simply moans dewlap, and refers to the high development of 
it in this breed.— Ed.

■ eot̂ \



Notes on in d ig e n o u s breeds o f  Cattle in the Punjab.

length of the tail, which should reach !o the ground. The horns 
should be short, not exceeding four or live inches in length; the 
skin thin and the coat fine. In the cow the udder is very large and 
capacious, and the teats long and regular. *

Description. The head is long; forehead rather narrow; ears small-sized; the 
face long and fine ; the head is large ; neck short and light. There 
is present, and well developed, the peculiar fold of skin under the 
abdomen in a position corresponding to the sheath of the male 
.which is called by the natives “  Lola,”  but which is not by any 
means peculiar to this breed alone. The dewlap is not very large, 
but is well developed ; the limbs are light. The milk escutcheon is 
very good. The back is slightly dipped and longish, and rises 
generally an inch or so at the croup; tail sweeping the ground and 
not very thick. Sheath in the male well developed and tufted with 
hair. The limbs are symmetrical, and the general outline is good.
The bullocks are active and good workers, the cows are good 
milkers, yiolding from 7 to 12 seers per diem, or even more in some 
instances. They are usually milked twice during the day.

Feediug. As in other places, cows are fed well when in milk, but are
turned on to the bar to graze when dry.

l>r;rp A good milch cow fetches from R.40 to S60, depending on the
quantity of milk she gives the rate being usually 115, sometimes 
ltd, ])er -eer of milk she yields; an ordinary cow fetches 1125 to 
ft85, and a pair of oxen ROD to R100.

Castration. Bullocks arc generally castrated at between two and-a-half to 
three and-a-half years of age, in the months of March or April, by 
the process o f mulling, which has been already described. They are

Work. put to work at four years, and if well taken care of will last till 
tic " are twelve or fourteen years oi: age. The good points of a 
hull ji k arc large mild eyes, small cars, broad chest, broad shortish 
uc„.|- aim and shank measurement, broad hoofs, short stout
pasterns, soft line akin, and a long thin tail, a thick tail being oon-

Nativc. idea* side d to be a very objectionable point, denoting laziness. Grey 
of colours. a)|j  w|p| e arc tbe best colours, brown is good, but red is considered 

to be very bad, and black worst of all. A whito or parti-coloured 
nvutli tongue is also much disliked, black being thought the best.

I I I  *SL
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Montgomery Bribed.
, ■■■ ̂  > d S

a >> 3 g p b;2 *; • -a o  2  s  i 2
.a 2 2 j ^ "3  O «  3 £

Breed. ® ® c 3 °  ® 2  * 1 '& o'
5  5  O 2 .£3 3̂ 2̂ -  Jd
Ui to ^  O fcc to 60 tc * £  d

1 S_ _g I_  a_'5* J__.i |J_ s _i_

Montgomery bullocks 0 $  X  * «  g  g - g  IS ! f  ?
”  3 9J 17 84 40 <13 27 1 50 02 12 0
”  4 10 18 | 6 40 49 27 50 GO. 12 7

2 10 20 i 9 49 49 21 51 G> 12 0
51 9 19 | 10 i 17 40 27 50 63 13 7

Montgomery cow ^  10 »  »  «  g  |J , «  g  i t  7
7 12 10 9 43 43 2 ' i 40 63 15 8

** | 7 12 20 0 I 12 17 23 19 Cu 14 8

CHAPTER VII.— MALWA BREED.

A very fine breed of cattle exists in Malwa, in the district 
known as Malwa, on the southern side of the river Sutlej. They 
are very superior animals, showing a great deal of blood, very- 
handsome and active, of great height, fast trotters, and in great 
demand on account of their weight for moving heavy weights. A Description, 
typical Malwa bullock stands from 56 to 60 inches in height at the 
shoulder. The head is characteristic, small and light, the horns 
curving upwards, more or less in the form of an arc, rather inclined 
to be thick in the male, but fine enough in the cow, usually black 
in colour, and of medium length ; the forehead is broad and fiat; 
the skin above the orbits is wrinkled in arcs; the space between 
the horns being great. Thore is a decided dip below the frontal 
hones, which is more marked in the males than the cows, and gives 
to the forehead somewhat of a convex appearance; the nasal hones 
are very small, fine and short, and the face looks dipped in both 
male and female, It is short, the muffle small and cleanly cut ; 
the eats are medium-sized ; the jaw light; tho ears well set back 
from the horn; neck short and strong in the male, light in the 
female; the hump large in the male, smaller very much in the 
female. In the bull its superior border often bangs over to ona 
side. The dewlap large, commencing from the chin and hanging 
in folds, causing wrinkling of the skin of tbc neck ; it is larger in

|(1)| <SL
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Notes on indigenous breeds of Cattle in the Punjab.

the male than the female, extending to the ensiform cartilage of 
the sternum, and a fold of shin commencing from its termination 
backwards to the sheath of the male, so that it appears to be conti
nuous with that structure. The shoulder very good, very free from 
the body and nicely defined ; the chest broad, not particularly deep
looking, but of very good girtli, being well rounded. The back, 
dipping slightly from behind the hump and rising again gradually 
to the croup in both male and female, broad and strong, the angles 
of the croup presenting a founded appearance, after which it slopes 
slightly downwards ; but this part is decidedly good as compared 
with most other breeds, the tail being well set on and fine and 
whip-like, extending to the point of the hock and being finished 
off with a tuft of black hair which reaches to almost the fetlock ; 
the quarter good and well dropped ; the barrel very good, ribs 
extending well back to the ilium; the sheath of the male large 
and triangular, the skin being folded from just behind the termina
tion of the dewlap and terminating in a more or less pointed apex, 
which is hairless. The mammary gland of the cow is not large; 
the teats of moderate size, very well formed ; there is an extra
ordinary fold of skin running forward from the udder some inches 
in depth and looking like a veritable sheath. Altogether the male 
is much stronger and larger than the female in every way; the 
skin is very fine and thin and the coat light. The prevailing 
colour is white or grey, the horns aud hoofs being black; the 
shoulders are often almost black in the bulls. The bullocks, many 
of them, are too much on the leg.

,lsi'3 Mam of this breed if well bought make good ordnance
bullocks. The majority are useful transport animals.

The bullocks of this breed are much sought after for draught 
work, especially in “  majholis ”  and “ rathe,”  for which they are 
admirably suited and command a good price when well matched.

Milk. The cows arc fair milkers, but not out of tlie common, yielding on
an average five or six seers of milk. Large numbers of them are

FaiiH' brought every year to all the large cattle fairs of the southern parts
of the province for sale, and take many prizes which arc offered 
Cor draught, cattle, the bullocks being especially good as compared 
with other breeds met with in the province.
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

A  g o o d  p a ir  o f  b u llo c k s  w il l  f e tc h  f r o m  B 1 0 0  to  11151), a n d  Price, 
i f  e sp ec ia lly  go o d , R 2 0 0  p e r  p a ir .

Malwa Breed.

Breed. VC,nfith P°m '°  v 0r5‘  I.enetli I'cigbt at Girth ofof horn, muffle, Bead. lub111, shoulder. 0l:eet. 8">uk.

Malwa bullock . . 6 2 1  8.$ 52 56 SO 7
„  7 22 8 53 56 74 S
„ 4 22 10 51 56 72 8

. 15 20 9$ 51 53 82 10
„ . . 16 22 0 51 60 7.8 10
„ . . 14 21 9 50 62 7!) lo

Malwa covr . . i 7 20 8 48 53 72 8
„ . . i 8 20 9 50 56 72 8
„  . . 10 19 0 49 62 73 8
„ . . 8 18 10 , 52 51 70 8
„ . 1 4  21 8 I 51 56 74 8

THE MANJA CATTLE.
B e tw e e n  t lie  S u t le j  a n d  th e  B a v i  lies a  h ig h  u p la n d , b ro a d  Topography, 

a n d  f a ir ly  c u lt iv a te d  to w a rd s  th e  n o r th ,  b u t  c o n tr a c t in g  to w a rd s  
t h e  so u th , a n d  becom ing- a s  i t  c o n tr a c ts  m o re  a n d  m o re  d e se rt ,  u n t i l  
a t  la s t i t  a ssu m e s t i e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a  b a r re n  s te p p e  covered  w ith  
lo w  b u sh es  a n d  in  fa v o u ra b le  seaso n s c o v e re d  w i th  l o n g  g ra s s  m u ch  

p rize d  a s  p a s tu ra g e  fo r  c a t t le .  T h is  t r a c t  is  th e  c e le b ra te d  M a n ja ,  
th e  h o m e o f  th e  J a t ; c a t t le  a re  k e p t  in  la r g e  n u m b e rs  in  th e  p a s 
to ra l  p a r t s  o f th e  d is t r ic t ,  in  th e  M a n ja  o f  C h u n ia n , Iv a su r  a n d  

L a h o re . T h e  M a n ja  c a t t le  a re  a  su p e rio r  b re e d  p resen tin g - so m e  Description 
p e c u lia r itie s  T h e  ox en  a re  m o re  or less c o m p a c t a n d  s tu r d y ,  v e ry  
a c t iv e  a u d  w il l in g  w o rk ers , T h e y  a re  in  m a n y  re sp ec ts  s im ila r  in  
m o s t  p o in ts  to  th e  c o m m o n  P u n ja b i  ox^n , b u t  a re  su p e rio r  in  o u t 
l in e  ; th e  fo rm a tio n  o f t h e  sh e a th  w ill  serve to  d is t in g u is h  th e m , 
ho w ev er, fo r  w h ereas i t  is v e ry  sm a ll a n d  close iu  th e  P u n ja b i,  i t  is 
la rg e  a n d  th e re  is  a  d is t in c t  fo ld  o f loose sk in  h a n g in g  dow n fo r  
som e in ch e s  in  th e  M a n ja  b re ed  of b u llo c k . T h e  cow s are  v e ry  g o o d , 
w e ll-sh ap e d  a n im a ls , h a v in g  so m e w h a t o f  th e  c h a ra c te rs  o f th e  
M o n tg o m e ry  c a t t le  to  w h ic h , h o w ev er, th e y  are  in fe rio r. T h e y  a re  
m u c h  l ig h te r  g e n e ra lly  a b o u t th e  h ead  a n d  n eck . T h e y  h a v e  th e

0



Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

“  lola "  or fold of skin before noticed as being present under the 
abdomen of many breeds. In colour they are generally black mixed 
with white or, in other words, grey. These are quite up to stan
dard as transport cattle, but not heavy enough for Siege train or 
ordnance.

Prices— Are about the same as the good ordinary Punjabi 
village bred animals. A  bullock fetches from R20 to R80, and 
cows fetch from RIO to R60. The zemindars do not care to sell 
them.

M anja B reed. •
_____________ _______________ _________________________  ■**

Poll Breadth I Height •
No. Breed. Aire. to of fore- Horn. Length. Girth. ' of Shank,

muffle. head. 1 > shoulder
______________________ ______I___ _________I_____|_____  __________

1 Mania 6 16 6 7 41 | 69 56 7
2 Bullock 5 17 6 10 23 66 52 7
3 „ . . 8 17 7 8 43 75 56 8
4 Cow , . 7 40 7 7 J 42 62 50 7

COMMON VILLAGE BREED OF CATTLE. -D E S I, PUNJABI.

These, as may be expected, offer very great variations -as to size 
and quality. Naturally the best specimens are to be found where 
grazing is good. I  may say that some districts are unsuitable for 

Food and the breeding of cattle, fodder scarce and water impregnated with 
saline matters, which act injuriously on the animal. Scarcity of 
forage brings about a condition in which the system becomes 
weakened, the growth checked and the animal stunted and undeve
loped, and the stock of such animals inclines to be puny. The stock 
of old debilitated animals also is generally found to be undersized 
and, as a consequence of these conditions, we find some very small 
and inferior cattle in every herd, and in some places the whole of 

Description the animals are undersized and inferior. Many of the bullocks are 
very good compact beasts, standing on short legs, active and good 
workers. The head is peculiar, bulging considerably at the orbital 
processes, having a convex aspect when viewed from the side of t he

|(1)| (gL
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

bead, the forehead afterwards running sharply backwards. The 
heads are coarse, necks longish, hump fairly developed, line of 
the back straight, loins wide, croup bad in shape but fairly mus
cular, tail of medium length, sheath very small and close. In the 
cow there is no fold of skin (“ lola” ) under (he abdomen. The 
cows give but a small amount of milk.

Management as before mentioned. ,
Price, variable. •
Colours, mostly grey or red.

P u n j a b i .

, Vnrm. ^Iuzzlo Height Girth Girth
toeed. Ear. Horn. lieaj  to Length. of of of

Poll. shoulder* shank, chest.
---------

Punjabi cow . 11 7 |  8 50 40 60 7 64
. . . .  8 9 1\ 18 39 1 42 5 54

• 10 8 i  8 19 41 48 61. 03
Bullock 10 16 8 20 47 53 7" I 73

.. . . n  12 9 20 40 52 8 72

.. • 1 0 i  17 9 21 42 53 8 67

CHAPTER V III-C A T T L E  OF MARIANA AND SIRSA.
(EDITOR.)

Wells are at a great depth, and in a year in which the rainfall Water ami 
is small, quickly become brakisk and undrinkable. In such a coun- Foiider’ 
try it follows that large tracts of land are required for the grazing 
of very few animals, but from this fact it also follows that the 
cattle are of a very hardy and useful kind. They have to wander 
far to get enough food for their daily requirements. This fac-t of 
extensive but somewhat meagre pasturage has proved itself the , 
ideal breeding country for all kinds of stuck, the plains of the Pun- Compail.ous 
jab, Guirat, Sindh and Beluehistan rear the best stock in both of Breeding 
horses and cattle, and the same is seen in the western prairies ot 

. America, the Argentine, and the horse runs in tin’ back blocks

Note.—The soil is a loam or sandy loam, nnd the fodder entirely Soil, 
dependant on the rainfall which is confined to the rainy season only. 1 tho 
rain fails then the water which is dependant on tho ponds also fails, and water 
famine is the result.—Ed.

0 a
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of Queensland, and other colonies in Australia. The dry sandy 
soil contains lime which is essential to the rapidly growing bony 
formation of the young stock. The scarcity of the fodder ensures 
a plentiful amount of exercise on the part of the stock in seeking 
sufficient for their wants, and the fodder growing on such open 
sandy plains, although small in quantity, is always rich in nitrogen
ous principles, as distinct from the watery, fleshy grasses growing 
in marshy places which, although bulky, arc poor in their compara
tive percentage of feeding properties.

Ireland may be quoted as a damp but still rich country in pas
turage, but there, young stock are more or loss stall-fed from the 
time of their birth, they have a free run, and grazing in plenty, but 
they never have to subsist on what they glean, grain is always 
given and hay that is made with the natural juices in it is given, 
quite of a different nature to the hay that is made in India, in 
which all the natural juices and seeds are allowed to dry or drop 
out before the grass is cut. The Zemindar only stall feeds his 
young stock during scarcity, and in the winter months, if they are 
in work.

It is very painfully evident in India, in all places where cultiva
tion is extending, that stock raising is declining, and the exten
sion of irrigation canals and the consequent development of culti
vation, has driven away the breeding industries. This is very 
marked in districts like Karnal. The extensive enclosing of forest 
lands, and the large areas that they shut off from the grazing capa
bilities of the land, have also had a great deal to do with the 
decline in the quality, size, and the soundness of the stock raised in 
districts where forest reservation is most marked. It  is a pity that 
forest cultivation cannot be carried on and at the same time give 
free access to the reserves for grazing, at any rato for certain times 
of the year. It is certainly necessary that tracts of land be kept 
for the raising of trees, and the growing of grass, for stacking in 
the event of famine, but I cannot help thinking that this is carried 
too far. Captain Pease, in his report on Hariana and Sirsa, says ‘ 
as follows :—

“  Of late years, owing to increase of the population and the 
consequent extension of cultivation the extensive breaking up

yy^ ' e°>^\
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of even the Shamildt lands originally designed for grazing grounds, 
and cattle breeding, has suffered very greatly, and is decidedly on the 
decline, so that we find less attention given to the subject than 
formerly was the case. This is the opinion of every agriculturist 
and other native I have spoken to on the subject. To show the 
effect, which retention of waste as grazing land ha3 on cattle- 
breeding the effects of Munshi Aminehand’s revenue rates on 2S 
villages made in 1863 in eastern Hariana may be noted. In this 
settlement * of the area of each estate was excluded from assess
ment for pasturage and cattle increased 92 per cent, under the 
settlement. The extension of cultivation must drive out cattle 
breeding as an occupation, as it is necessary in order to breed cattle, 
according to the method adopted by the natives of this country, to 
be able to move the herds about when pasture fails in any oue 
part. This is out of the question almost at present, in fact in 
many parts the so-called grazing ground is as bare as a billiard 
table for many months of the year and the cattle have to be 
stall-fed."

The whole of the tract produces a number of cattle greatly in Production 
excess of requirments and must be looked upon as a store from which uâ e> 
arc supplied many of those districts in the Punjab and North-Western 
Provinces, iu which cattle-breeding has been completely pushed 
out by extensive cultivation. Those in which the physical characters 
of the country, the soil and climate, do not permit of good cattle 
being raised, and in consequence the production of oattle does not 
meet the requirements of the cultivators. Very great numbers 
of cattle annually leave the tract, many as calves being taken by 
Banjaras and Baioparies, who purchase throughout the districts aud 
attend in considerable numbers the fairs held at Jahazgarh, Hissar,
Bhiwani and Sivsa. The young stock are taken off to districts 
where Jungle is to be’found, reared there, and then disposed of to 
the zemindars. The income to the tract from this trade is many 
lakhs of rupees annually. Iu addition to this we have a pretty 
constant drain by ordinary purchasers from various parts of the 
countiy. The cattle, it is said, go as far as Calcutta, especially milch 
cows, which are purchased by Banjaras and taken to the Kosi market 
in Muthra, whence they arc taken by purchasers from this part.

' GoSN
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The divisions of the district in which Hariani Cattle are bred 
is as follows :—

(I) llariana Ban gar or lies,— Means the tract to the east 
of the Hissar district and a great part of the Rohtak 
district.

(?) The Nali, Sotar and ^ . — Includes all the Ghaghar 
Valley and the country immediately adjoining it.

\3) The Barjar.— Or sandy country stretching south of the 
Nali or Ghaghar Valley to Bikaner where it meets 
Mar war. It stretches east nearly to Hissar and west 
nearly to Bhawalpur.

{4) The Hold or Jungle.— Is the great dry tract between 
the Ghaghar and the Satlej Valleys. Sometimes the 
Malwa is considered to include that part of the Jungle 
or Rohi, which is now inhabited by Sikhs of the Malwa 
proper.

Co) The Nai Baud (up-country) or Hither.— Is the tract 
lying below the Danda all along the river Satlej.

CATTLE OF HARIANA.
(PEASE.)

Distribution. Cattle from the above mentioned tracts are purchased by three 
different classes of purchasers, namely, Banjaras, Beoparies and 
agriculturists. The former are chiefly “  Chohan Kajputs,”  the 
latter “  Roras.”  The following are the receiving districts: Gur- 
gaon, Delhi, Hissar, Umballa, Meerut, Saliaranpnr, Muzaffarnagar, 
BalandsliaUr, Aligarh, Nabha, Patiala, Jeypur, Dujana, Alwar,
Dera Ismail Khan, Dera Ghazi Khan, Shahpur, Feerozpur, Amrit
sar, Agra, Etawah, Cawnpnr, Mainpuri, Etah and Rampur.

Large cattle fans are held in the tract twice a year at Jahaz- 
garh, in the Jhajjar tehsil, of the Rohtak district, and at Bhtwaui 
and Hissar in the Hissar District.

The Jahazgarh fair is a very old established one and dates back 
from the time of Jhajjar Nawab. It was originally held at Bari 
but was moved to Jahazgarh some 8u years ago.



('(ffj <SL
v i r —y y yV , '’" V  . . on

BREEDS OF INDIAN CATTLE, PUNJAB. oJ

Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

RO H TA K  DISTRICT.
CATTLE OF HARIANA.

Mariana cattle vary somewhat in the different parts of the tract. Description. 
Those of Jhajjar, Rohtak, Mahim and Hansi are of the best size 
and quality, the heavier animals being found to the north of 
Rohtak (Mahim) and in Hansi. The cattle in Sampla are smaller, 
as may be seen by the measurements, and those of the eastern parts 
of Gohana are also small compared with others. Those of Rohtak 
are perhaps rather smaller as a rule, more active looking, have 
smaller ears than those seen at Hansi and Hissar. Altogether 
I consider the good Rohtak and Hansi cattle perhaps more suitable 
for agricultural purposes than those of II issar proper. These latter 
have large ears which hang very loosely and give one the idea of 
the animal being less active In general characteristics, however, 
they are the same. I refer to the ordinary indigenous breed, and 
not to the doglas or mixed breeds seen in the neighbourhood of 
the Government Cattle Farm which I look upon as simply mongrel 
stock.

The indigenous breed is by no means uniform in size or quality, 
as has been already noted. It is astonishing to note the differ
ences even in neighbouring villages. In some the cattle are a good 
level lot with but few inferior animals amongst them, whilst in 
others the herds show great variation containing numbers of 
indifferent animals. This is most marked in the eastern parts of 
the Sampla and Gohan tehsils, and is due greatly to the damage 
done by had bulls which are driven from other districts and turned 
loose here. This is the result chiefly of carelessness in management 
and in the provision of suitable bulls, and it proves how very neees* 
sary it is to gain a precise knowledge of the conditions which exist 
in the various villages before taking any steps which might seem 
to he indicated from a general view of a tract of country for sup
plying bulls, or taking other measures for the improvement of the 
cattle. Neglect in obtaining accurate information has doubtless 
given rise to errors, and unsatisfactory results from the supply of 
Hissar bulls.
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

Uniformity. The herds, as has been said, lack uniformity but not in all 
eases. I n most herds the cows vary considerably in size, power 
and milking qualities, thus we find cows varying in height at the 
shoulder from 46 to 5? inches in the same herd so that it is diffi
cult to strike an average. It is better perhaps to deal with the 
good animals to be seen. These are excellent brood stock capable 
of producing as good agricultural cattle as can be desired. Select
ing a typical animal of 56 inches we find the chest measurement 
CD, girth 11 inches, girth of forearm 16 inches, shank 74 inches.*
The head is fairly light but coarser than in many other breeds, 
face long, horn fine and fairly short and carried more or less hori
zontally, the neck of medium length, light body, longish limbs, 
clean and strong, feet small, hard and well shaped, tail fairly 
short and fine. The skin is rather coarse, thick, altogether the cows 
look well-bred and active. The udder is fairly capacious, teats 
regular and well formed. The milk yield varies from 6 to 12 seers 
daily. There is a small fold of skin in front of the udder. A 
series of measurements are appended.

Bullocks. The bullocks are the best draught cattle in the Punjab. These
may be divided into ordinary plough or draught bullock, and those 
good enough for Majhaulie, the difference being only in size and 
quality. They are compact, active, and capable of great endurance.
The points chiefly considered by the people are, skin fairly thick, 
eyes large and intelligent. Sheath should be small and close, horns 
short and curving upwards, a span in length, short fine tail, and 
good shank measurement. The feet hard, well shaped and small.
All the bullocks, I am sorry to say, do not come up to this standard, 
but a considerable number do so.

The better class of indigenous hulls are splendid specimens, and 
it would indeed be a difficult matter to provide more siutable 
animals for the production of draught cattle such as are required 
for agricultural purposes. They vary in height but the general 
thing is about 60 to 60 inches at the shoulder. I consider the 
most suitable height to he 56 or 67 in the Kohtak district. The 
head is small and light, comparatively, in the lower parts of the

*Nots.__In a well proportioned animal the girth should be roughly nine times
the girth of the onunon bone.—Ed.

' G° v \
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district, but inclined to be coarse towards the north. The horns 
curving upwards more or less in the form of an arc, generally black 
in colour and comparatively short. The forehead broad, the horns 
well apart. The skin about the orbits and face often wrinkled, 
there is a considerable dip in the frontal bones giving the forehead 
a markedly convex shape when viewed in profile. The face is com
paratively line and short, the muffle cleanly cut. Altogether the 
head presents a compact appearance.

The lnimp is of considerable size. Dewlap large and hanging in 
folds. Chest broad, not very deep, but of good girth, the barrel well 
rounded and not too heavy. Back broad and flat, loins broad and 
powerful. Tail light, short and fairly well set on. Sheath small 
and close, but larger than in European cattle, occasionally triangu
lar, especially in northern districts, arm shapely and of good girth.
Eeet small, black and hoofs hard. General appearance active. The 
points looked for by the people arc the same as in the bullock.

In disposition these bulls are extremely quiet as a rule and one 
sees the cow-herd lads, little more than children, driving them 
about in the herds. I  approached and handled them pretty freely 
in company with the cow-licrds and they evinced no disposition to 
show fight. Unfortunately all the bulls are not of the same excel
lence and many inferior animals are to be met with,

The colour of the whole of the cattle is pretty uniform, broken Colour 
colours are seldom if ever met with. The skin is usually black 
or chocolate coloured, the hair grey, darker at tho shoulder and 
neuk, and on the flanks sometimes almost black or blue. Tho bulls 
are usually black over the neck, shoulders and flanks and are occa
sionally dark all over.

In the Itohtak district the cattle are generally kept in open Management, 
kraals, named gawara, formed of the dried thorny bushes of the 
jhar-ber (zizplius nnmmularia) situated either immediately outside 
the village or more frequently close to the house. The cows arc 
driven out to graze on the waste, cultivated fields, or into the 
jungle, where available, and brought up again at night In most 
parts all the cattle receive some juar stalks when they are brought 
in and bullocks and cows in milk get, besides, biuoula or cotton-
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Water. seed and khal or cake. They rely for water on the rain water col
lected in tanks called johar, being seldom given well water except

Calves. at such times as the jobars dry up. They are not given brakish 
water and get no salt as a rule. The cows usually have their first 
calf at about 4 years and many of them calve in January, Febru
ary or March. The calves usually are allowed half the milk for 
four months and they are then gradually weaned, after which

Castration, they go out with the herd to graze. Bull calves get boiled guar for 
some time. "They are emasculated by the ordinary native method 
of pulping the testicle at between two or three years of age. The * 
bullocks are generally kept up, and stall fed.

Locnl mune-. Names given to bulls are Bijliar in Jhajjar, ankav and khagar 
in Rolitak and Sampla and often angya by the Ranghars. Oxen 
up to two years are called baichra, then Bahira, after which baladh, 
until they get old when they are named dhanda; cows up to two 
years bahri, then baclii and gae. Cattle are spoken of collectively 
as dangar.

Grazing. The breaking up of jungle land and the consequent curtail
ment of the grazing area coming under the head of waste or 
jungle has already been alluded to. Still in some villages of 
Rohtak the area is fairly extensive. In other parts, however, the 
village waste is nothing more than an exercise ground, as Dr. 
Voelcker puts it, there being not a blade of grass excepting for a 
short time during and after the rains. Given good seasonable rain, 
however, there is no lack of grazing excepting from April to June, 
when the grasses are always scanty. On the Barani lands 
where the crops are dependent on the rains and which form perhaps 
sixty per cent, of the cultivated area in the Rohtak district a good 
dual of grass chielly dhup is produced on which the cattle can graze.
1 he owner of a field is entitled by custom to gvaze his own cattle 
for two or three weeks after the crops are cut, but after this the 
village cattle graze over it without distinction. The line of sand 
hills which runs down the eastern side of the Rohtak tahsil and 
crosses the Jhajjar sub-division obliquely in a south easterly direc
tion, is covered in parts by a sparse growth of dhup and other 
'■Taases which afford a considerable amount of grazing for countless

®  <8L
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herds of cattle especially in the southern parts. There are three 
grass reserves, “ hirs,”  belonging to Government in the Jhajjar 
tehsil, one at Sonar-wala, near Jhajjar, another at Dadri, and a third 
at Chhuchakwas of about 6,000 bigas. Great numbers of cattle are 
driven to those in the rains. These reserves are a valuable resource 
in times of dearth and I was pleased to see a good deal of hay 
stacked in them as a provision against a year of scarcity. Cattle- 
breeding naturally flourishes in their vicinity as may be gathered 
from the fact that the small village of Islamgarh wnich is on the 
edge of the bir and contains only about sixty houses has about a 
thousand head of cattle in it. The cattle of twenty villages in 
the neighbourhood are sent to graze in the birduriug the rain, and 
in ordinary times the cattle of the villages near the bir graze there.
In addition to this some villages still have fair stretches of jungle 
which provide some grazing in their vicinity. I  w as sorry to see 
the considerable stretch of jungle at Chaudi being broken up. In 
times of scarcity cattle are driven to other districts to graze such as 
the jungles of Kamal, the lower part of Amballa, etc.

All cattle receive some stall feeding to supplement the grazing Stall feeding, 
all over the tract. The chief fodders used are juar pala (rice 
straw) bhusa, gram, cake and biuoula (cotton seed). Cows in milk 
are better fed than dry cows or bullocks. They get about 13 to 15 
seers of kutti or chopped juar stalks or bhusa of gram and wheat or 
barley mixod with pala. A pound or two of cake, klial and about 
a seer of cotton seed, (binoula.) The favourite mixture all over the 
country seems to be that named sani, it consists of lmtti (jowar 
stacks) in small pieces and guar boiled in water mashed and mixed 
with it. I f  guar be not used khal may be soaked in water ami 
mixed with the kutti or cotton seed boiled and mixed with it or 
even ground gram. The amount given differs in towns and villages.
In towns perhaps milch cows receive more attention than in the 
villages ; cows not in milk get three or four poolas or small bundles 
of juar stalks thrown down to them when they are tied up for the
night.

Bullocks get saui or kutti aud gram and bhus with pala regu
larly.
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Cotton seed is considered to be heating and is only given during 
the cold weather, hlial being substituted in the hot season. The 
cattle are entirely stall-fed during the rains and require less when 
grass has sprung up, after then I  should estimate that the cost of 
feeding to the zemindar would be two annas a day average.

Price* I gather from the people that cattle have risen considerably
• in value during the last 20 years, and there appears to be every 

probability of a further rise as decrease in cattle-breeding in other 
districts continues. The rise may be attributed to (1) the increased 
cost of production owing to curtailment of the grazing area due to 
the grazing grounds and jungle having been brought under cultiva
tion, (2) to increased demand iu districts where the production has 
fallen much below the requirements, (3) to money having become 
cheaper.

There are now few places where cattle have not to be stall-fed 
during some part of the year, and in most places they receive food 
in addition to what they can pick up grazing all the year round 
with the exception perhaps of the two months when grass springs 
up after the rains.

or Local bred bulls are those which have already been described.
Bullslimmi The '̂ are ûruec  ̂ l°ose when about a year or more old by Hindus 

on religious grounds at the death of a relative: they are branded 
usually with Mahadev’s trisul, shaped like a trident, on one quarter 
and Vishnu’ s chalsar on the other, and from the time they are re
leased remain loose, being usually fed by the family who have 
offered them. They accompany the cows when they go out to graze, 
and are allowed by the Hindus to feed on the crops in the cultivated 
fields; as a geueral rule, the utmost a man does is to drive them 
off his lands if they are eating too much of his crops. They gene
rally come up to t '10 village at night, and when fodder is scarce 
receive some fodder from the people. They give little trouble and 
are usually very docile; many of these bulls are splendid animals, 
and being good specimens of the indigenous breed are iu every 
respect the most suitable animals which could he found to keep up 
the excellence of the cattle of the tract. In villages where Hindus 
predominate, especially on Bn rani lands, there is generally no lack 
of good bulls, especially where there arc a few wealthy families,
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but in Rangarh villages there are few ; these people relying more 
on getting their cows covered by the bulls belonging to the 
neighbouring Hindu or Jat villages. These animals are nono 
too plentiful, as it appears that the custom of turning them loose 
on religious grounds is falling somewhat into disuse, and it was 
said that oceasionally a village has to subscribe to turn one loose.
Ag cultivation extends and the population increases and becomes 
more mixed, the liberties allowed to these animals in the way of 
grazing on cultivated fields naturally become restricted and the 

• people, especially Mahomedans, do not content themselves with 
simply driving them off their fields, but occasionally use a lathi 
or a kulahri by way of a pursuader. I  think that anything which 
interferes with the provision and maintenance of these animals is 
to be deprecated, and that any one who voluntarily causes them an 
injury should be severely punished. It is very .evident that if 
the practice of releasing them ceases, cattle-breediug must suffer 
severely, for the provision and maintenance of two or three thou
sand bulls in a district like this if it had to be managed by 
purchase and stall feeding would represent a considerable amount 
of capital. The practice which is the best possible for securing 
to the villagers a good sire for the village cattle has been allowed 
so long by custom that it almost amounts to a law, and consider
ing thfit it is for the general good, and that by means of it alone 
tbe country lias been provided with cattle and the indigenous 
cattle been raised to the standard of excellence they have reached, 
it is a pity that measures should be taken which tend to bring it 
into disuse.

Unfortunately all the Brahmiui bulls do not come up to the 
same standard of excellence; many small animals are found, espe
cially in the villages in the eastern part of the district. The reason, 
or one reason, for this probably is that the people of the villages in 
which these animals have been turned loose, generally' in the neigh
bouring districts, if they have good cows do not approve of these 
small bvdls. When therefore they get an opportunity on a dark 
night, they tie them behind a cart and deport them eastward, then 
turn them loose. I have seen men in the Delhi district taking off 
three or four bulls at a time to let them loose in the eastern villages

■ GoKs*\
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of the Rohtak district. This is a very pernicious practice, as the 
bulls do much harm in the herds and to the cultivation. This is 
also a common practice in the ease of bad bulls and there is quite a 
collection of them at places like Bahadatgarh, Kharkhauda, etc.
The people would be very glad to be relieved of these animals, and 
I  believe quite a number would be forthcoming. There are some 
good specimens amongst them which would be suitable for cows, 
about 44 at the shoulder, and of the same type. Thefollowiug mea
surements give an idea of the better class of animals alluded to.
He stands 50 inches at the shoulder, 51 at the croup, 27 at the 
elbow, is 40 inches in length, is 71 at the chest, 8] abdomen, girth 
of forearm 17 and girth of shank 8 inches, is 10 years old. A 
sturdy well-built little bull.

This system of providing bulls is no doubt open to some objec
tions. In the first place they oommenoe work when they are too 
young, probably a year before they are fit; (2) unsuitable animals 
are often turned loose, and are a nuisance; (3) there is no way of 
getting rid of them when they are old and past work; (4) the 
supply is uncertain, and if it frdls there is some trouble in obtaining 
a suitable bull; (5) they arc soon worn out and purely on account 
of the amount of work they do as one hull is considered to be suffi
cient for 150 cows.

The people get rid of unsuitable animals by deporting them; as 
has been stated they can also drive them away from the herds as a 
rule, and they do so where cattle breeding flourishes. In some parts 
hulls are found in excess of the requirements, whilst in others there 
are not sufficient. The excess is generally found in towns where 
wealthy salmkars live and the deficiency in parts where the Hindus 
are poor and cannot afford to release bulls. It is a groat pity that 
there is no more give and take about the people, but certainly assist
ance is given by neighbouring villages very often. It would be a 
very good thing if the district authorities could in any way manage 
to regulate the distribution of these animals, and 1 think it could be 
managed. But before anything of the kind can be attempted, a 
more correct, knowledge of the distribution of bulls is an absolute 
necessity, and this is one of the points in which the Veterinary

• G°t& X
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subordinates of the Civil Veterinary Department are of great use in 
obtaining information; these men note on the following'points when 
they visit a village;— (1) class of stock present, good, medium or 
inferior. Whether more or less uniform in height. (2) Height of 
the average cows seen. (3) Number of bulls and their class whether 
sufficient or not. (4) What grazing is available. (5) Whether 
the people take interest in cattle breeding and feed their cattle well.

In case of the failure in supply of Brahmini bulls, arrangement 
will have to be made to ensure the provision of others if cattle-breed
ing is to be carried on. It will become necessary to either supply 
the animals or to collect sufficient money for the purchase of bulls 
from the village and impose a small tax for the feeding of bulls.
This, it is hoped, however, will not become necessary in the tract with 
which we are at present dealing. I think it is highly advisable, 
however, to see that every village in the tract has a good herd bull 
or two if necessary and few selected bulls to be introduced if found 
desirable.

As has already been stated, some bulls bred at the Government Government 
Cattle Farm at Hissar have been distributed in the district with a 
view to improving the breed of cattle in it. The practice of using 
them has, however, fallen into disuse. It has been stated by the 
district authorities that the people do not appreciate them. I have 
made numerous enquiries into the matter and find that my own 
opinion coincides with theirs. The Hissar Farm, established for 
the purpose of providing heavy draught bullocks for artillery  and 
commissariat, w’orks on the system of producing them by cross
breeding, aud twelve or more herds of cross-bred stock are main
tained. No efforts have been made at the Farm, so far as [ am 
aware, to establish and perpetuate a separate breed so us to bring it 
under the claims of being a “  special improved breed” suitable for 
ordnance or transport, and the consequence is the cattle seen are 
almost without exception crosses of various descriptions. The 
Hissar Farm bred animal, even the so-called pure bred Mariana 
supplied to the districts, is not more suitable than the ordinary local 
one, and the people of Hariana district excepting in certain parts of 
the Hissar tehsil dislike them very much, as they have all the faults 
they consider worst. These are large loosely hanging cars, large
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sheath, carcase large, heavy and loosely put together, sprawling 
feet, besides the appearance of being soft and sluggish. They are 
also in addition to all this “  doglas ”  or cross-bred. Bulls of all the 
various crosses seem to be obtained indiscriminately from the Ilissar 
Farm. We have the following crossed of all degrees to select from
(I) Nagore Iiariana, (2j Nagore Angole, (3) Nago’ e Sindh, (4)
Nagore Gujrat, (5) Mysur Gujrat, (6) Mysur Nagore, (7) Mysur 
Angole, (8) Gujrat Hariana, (9) Gujrat Nagore, (10) Gujrat Angole,
(II )  Gujrat Mysur, (12) Nimar Mysur. Doubtless these animals 
may be useful Cor the service they are bred to render, but the distri
bution of such animals in a really good cattle breeding district is a 
measirre which is open to a good deal of criticism.

Note.— Tho above remarks by Captain Pease on Hissar quite agree with my 
own. The system of breeding there lias for years been wrong, but from obser
vations made during a recent visit, Major Gunn, wbo was then in charge, appeara 
to have appreciated this. He is endeavouring to correct the errors made by 
restoring tho pure bred Hariani; at present the breeds most distinctive are—
Ilariani, Guzcrati and Mysore, and, in a lesser degree, Angole.

By a careful selection of cows showing a well marked strain of Hariani a 
herd could be formed which in the course o f a few years by mating with pure 
Hariani bulls would become a typical Hariani herd. A second herd of Guzerati 
could he formed in the same way. I  think these two distinct breeds might he 
kept and this would he quite enough to attempt. It would he almost impossible 
to keep distinct herds o f Angole, Mysore, etc.

For the production of transport cattle if  it were found necessary oue or two 
cross-bred herds containing a strain of Mysore could also be maintained, and 
in the same way a cross-bred herd containing a strain of Seinde or Aden could 
bo kept for milking purposes.

I  think, however, that i f  the Farm could produce pure bred hulls o f tho 
Hariani and Guzerati or WadyttI type it would he fulfilling a very creditable 
duty. -.Ed.

Work (lone hj Agricultural Bullocks—  Ploughing and preparing 
the soil is the chief work w l i i e h  falls to the lot, of the agricultural 
stock in this district with the exception of carting. The roads are 
chiefly unmade and all the produce destined for export has to he 
conveyed to the railways either to the east, and west of the district.
The carts are exceptionally large and strongly built, and, as a rule, 
curry about 40 maunds. Four bullocks are employed. rlhey march 
chiefly at night and in the early monring, resting during the heat 
of the day- The main road between Bhiwani and Dehli shows at
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times a constant stream of carts going and returning, well irriga
tion is scarcely ever seen, so the bullocks escape this most trying 
form of labour. In some parts bullocks are sold off when ploughing, 
etc., are over, and fresh ones bought to avoid the expense of stall- 
feeding necessary owing to lack of grazing, but this is not com
monly the caSe. The bullocks work in the sugar mills during the 
pressing season. They are always well fed when working and 
indeed at other times. •

Cattle-breeding in Sirm.— As in Rohtak so in the lower parts 
of the Hissar district and especially in the Hariana tract, cattle 
breeding is decidedly being steadily pushed out by the extension 
of cultivation. The people in many parts of the southern districts 
are now becoming more dealers than breeders, buying bullocks 
largely in March at the fair for agricultural purposes and selling 
them off as soon as they are no longer required. This is especially 
the case in parts of the Hissar district near the sadr, and I visited 
several villages where it was the custom. 1 have mentioned on 
many occasions that the reason for this custom is that it is cheaper 
to buy and sell than to breed and rear, and when such a custom 
prevails the breeding of cattle is, as an industry, doomed.

The general management of cattle in this district differs but Management 
little fronj that adopted in the Rohtak district. It. seems, however, 
to be more customary if there is a good rainfall in the west to drive" 
great numbers of cattle into the prairies of Bikaner, whore ex
tensive and good grazing is obtained.

There is a considerable amount of cattle trade in the district Fairs, 
which will always act as a healthy stimulus to breeding and 
will tend more to keep it alive than anything else. The fairs at 
Hissar and Biwani as well as those of Sirsa and Jahazgarh 
and many in the adjoining ryasat of Jhind are well attended by 
Baiparies and Baujaras, so that the people have little difficulty 
in getting rid of any class of cattle. They find a ready market 
for calves of all ages and for adult stock, both large and small.

When cattle plagues have been especially prevalent there the 
demand for adult stock is much greater to replace the losses which 
have occurred at the fairs in Phagun and Oknit (February and

• I>



/ n

{(f)! <SL
BftEGDS OP INDIAN CATTLE, PUNJAB.

Notes on indigenous breeds o f  Cattle in the Punjab.

Marc’i), there is a greater local demand than at tlio3e in Bliadon 
and Asauj (August aud September), as cattle have to be bought at 
the former for the kharief and rabi ploughings and, as has been 

-already stated, many of the bullocks purchased are resold at the 
- later fairs. In addition to the local supply available for sale at 
these fairs many cattle are brought from neighbouring Rajputana 
States and sold. The Hariana bred cattle are bought for the 
North-Western Provinces and Punjab districts.

It is estimated that about 15 thousand animals change hand, 
at each fair at Ilissar representing an exchange of about four 
lakhs of rupees.

MANAGEMENT OF CATTLE IN EASTERN PUNJAB.
Almost every vdlage in this district has still a considerable 

area of pasture land, and it is usual to send out all the unemployed 
cattle of the village daily under the charge of a cow-herd to 
graze in the village common, and, when there is no crop on the 
ground, into the cultivated fields also. The bullocks and the more 
valuable milch animals are sometimes but rarely kept by their 
owner apart from the rest of the herd; but usually all the cows 
and buffaloes and all the calves with the village bull are driven out 
into the common in the morning after milking time and brought 
back again in the evening. There is sometimes great difficulty in 
supplying them with water. So long as there is water in the vil- 
Jagu pond, they are allowed to drink and wade in it, but when the 
pond dries up, water has to be drawn for them, from the well with 
great trouble; but, as is the case in many villages, the water of 
the well is too saltish to drink, the cattle have to be driven to 
some neighbouring village to drink from the well there, and a con
siderable sum has often to be paid for this privilege ( “  pilu ”  ).
In many villages a grazing fee “  b h u n g a is  paid for the cattle of 
the village, and usually a higher fee is charged for cattle of other 
villages.13 There are still vast tracts of unenclosed prairie in 
Bikaner, there the same system still prevails that was prevalent 
in Sirsa before the spread of cultivation. In the rainy season, 
afteî  the annual growth of grass has sprung up, large herds of 
cattle are driven south into the prairie from Sirsa, Patiala, aud even

■ c° i ^ x



WW \ w f l i *  " r / . S '  l,

\ |rjX .
—  A t  -". •*" a V  i

j
Survey cf Iridia.QftLcea. Calcutta.Way <302.

©t
T?I* u[ Cow U•':•'! smith of L i This U a poor spcclraon and of the kind uuaily found iu tho villages ne^r Dhiwaui.

'̂y- ^  ̂ J'LATE XU



! (  l i F  ] I ' platexv. i n y

V  9 e

‘‘ ' ^ V ' - .

Photogravure Survey o f India OfUces.C alcu.tta.June 1302.

A 6mall but shapely llariana Cow fropi Hansi. The horns aro too curved. No. lO^w'de measurements.



f(f)| <SL
\%>---

BREEDS OF INDIAN CATTLE, PUNJAB. 01

N otes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

as far north as Ludhiana, are kept grazing there until the grass 
dries up, when they are driven northward home again. Fees are 
paid to the Bikaner State and to the local authorities for permission 
to pasture and water the herds ( “  gol ”  ) sometimes as much as 
Rs. 2 a head for grazing and Re. 1 for watering, but more often 8 
annas for grazing and -1 aunas for watering. The growth on the 
Bikaner prairies is wholly dependent on the rain fall, and when, as 
in 1880, rain fails, no grass is produced and no cattle are driven 
southward. In some years of drought little or no grass grows on the 
village commons, and the cattle are allowed on the cultivated land.
Mr. Oliver is of opinion that the prairie is being brought under 
cultivation too rapidly, and urged that in the interests of cattle, 
steps shoidd be taken to check the spread of cultivation in the 
more advanced parts of the district, and to reserve a large area in 
each village as a grazing ground for the cattle ; and similar propo
sals have again been made. But, however desirable such arrange
ments may be to keep up a supply, in ordinary times they would 
have little effect in protecting the cattle from starvation in times of 
drought. In such years the uncultivated land produces almost 
nothing. In Sirsa, cultivation actually increases the produce of fod
der, and especially of storable fodder, and thus renders the district 
better able to support its cattle in years of drought.

Prices
Good bullocks fetch Rs. 125, Ordinary Rs. 60, lowest Rs. 20 
Cows , . „  60 „  dO „  16
Buffaloes . . „  120 ,, 50 „  85
Male . . „  80 „  15 „  5

Production.— The production of cattle is greatly in excess of re
quirements, as the country is for the most part Bagar, where 
camels are used for all purposes of burden and draught cattle but 
seldom employed. Whatever cattle are bred, therefore, in this 
part are mostly in excess of requirements and the people make a 
very fair profit on them. They are sold at the cattle fairs which 
are held twice yearly at Sirsa, the best adult stock to “ Baiparies ”  
chiefly Boras from Shahpur, Dera Ismail Khan, I'eroaepur, Ambnla,
Banu, who sell them in their own districts and also in those of

D %
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Gurdaspur and Amritsar. They sell on the udhar system, taking 
payment in two instalments called do hist, the first payable in 
January and the second in July. The second class of purchasers 
are “  Banjaras ”  chiefly Chauhan Rajputs from the districts of 
Aligarh, Mainpuri, Agra, Etawah, Etah, and Farrukhabad. These 
take chiefly young stock or small Bikaner bullocks which they sell 
for work in sugar mills. The young stock are disposed of in their 
own districts as far as Cawnpur. They are purchased by cultiva
tors in parts where grazing is available, who rear them by grazing 
them on the fields after the harvest has been got, and in usar lands 
and jungle which is plentiful in Aligarh and Etah. The majority 
of the email adult stock is taken by men who go to the sugar grow
ing districts. Young stock chiefly to Aligarh and Farrukkabad?

Bulls and The colour of Hariana bulls and bullocks is generally a slate 
bullocks. colourj pgptef on the ribs and darker on the neck, shoulder and 

Height. flanks; pure white is sometimes met with. The height of the 
Description. |JU|jg mcacurcd behind the hump is from 56 to 64 inches, back wide 

and straight from behind the hump to setting on of tail. The tail 
is fine and of moderate length terminating in a tuft of black hair.
They have good barrel and are well ribbed up. Tail fairly well 
put on, but as a rule there is a tendency to droop at the quarters.
The thighs are well let down and the legs well shaped with good 
bone measurement which is generally 15 to 21 inches round the 
elbow, and between 7 to 9 inches round the "  cannon ”  bone. The 
dewlap in the bull is fairly well developed, extending from the 
chin to the sternum.

Chest is round and deep; the girth measurement just behind 
the hump ranges from 70 to 72 inches. The head is coarse.

The ears are of moderate size and drooping.
Horns of moderate thickness, well shaped, springing in a grace

ful curve from the forehead, and of about 12 to 16 inches in 
length.

In some cases the horns are very much thrown back and he 
almost flat, while in others again the horns are quite loose at the 
socket, and shake with the movement of the head.

The eyes are bright and intelligent. The feet are generally
black and well shaped.

• Go ^ N .
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The dry sandy soil upon -which the cattle are raised is very 
favourable to their healthy development.

The bulls are generally free from vice.
The description of the oxen given above applies generally to Ci.ws. 

the cows, but they arc of course lighter in build.
The cows generally have their first calf at three years old, and, 

as a rule, make good mothers, having plenty of milk.
The udder is capacious and well formed and extends well 

forward with the milk-veins well developed ; teats from one-and-a- 
half to two inches in length, equal in thickness, and hanging perpen
dicularly ; a good mileh cow gives from 8 to 12 seers daily.

Nearly all the male calves are castrated at about two years Castration, 
old, few, if any, being kept as breeders; the people depend for 
these either on the Government bulls supplied from the farm, or 
upon sacred bulls which have been turned loose; castration is 
performed by crushing the testicles as being easier and more speedy 
in healing than cutting. As soon as the operation is performed, 
the animal is turned loose and, as a rale, requires no further care or 
attention.

These depend chiefly on the season and the quantity of grazing pr;ceft 
available# but, as a rule, young good plough bullocks average from 
R120 to R140 per pair.

Cows known to give from 8 to 12 seers of milk sell from R50 
to R7 0 each when in milk.

The people of this part of the country thoroughly appreciate p, (,ilinrr 
the value of feeding and caring for their cattle. The village manage* 
cattle are daily driven out to graze, and, as a rule, a piece of ment" 
village land is kept as a common grazing ground. In the evening 
the cattle return to .the village^, and are then provided for either 
in open thorn fence, known as “  baitooks,”  or in the different 
houses of their owners.

When there is a failure of the annual rains, which is not an 
unfrequent occurrence, the plough cattle are, as far as possible,
•tall-fed with kurbi, joar (Sorghum vulgare), bajra stalks
( Pennisctum typhoidea), or wheat and barley blioosa.



| 1 |  <SL
5 4  BREEDS OF INDIAN CATTLE, PUNJAB.

Notes on. indigenous breeds o f Cattl9 in the Punjab.

The cows, on the other hand, unless they happen to be in milk, 
have, as a rule, to take their chance c f what they can pick up,

Weaning. The calves are weaned at about four months old, and are
generally reared in a state of semi-starvation.

The cows are put to the bull again at the first opportunity, 
but most cows come in season during July and August, or just 
after the commencement of the rains, dropping their calves at the 
beginning of the hot weather, which is unfortunate, with the 
exception of the rainy months from July to September. The 
grazing is very scanty, while for water the cattle are dependent, 
as a rule, on the rain water that collects in pools or on the canal.
The water in the wells, being from 100 to 120 feet from the 
surface and often brackish, is seldom or never given to the cattle.
The supply in the rain pools is very uncertain, and in a season of 
drought the cattle suffer considerably.

Disease. Amongst the most prevalent diseases to which the cattle of the
Hariana district are subject, foot and mouth (vernacular name 
Rorah) claims the first place; in fact, it is seldom absent, though 
more prevalent during the cold weather months. Fortunately the 
diseaso is, as a rule, of a very mild type, or otherwise the utter 
disregard of all precautions against infection by cattle owners 
would be attended with far more serious results than it is ; in fact 
the natives hardly look upon it as a disease.

Rinderpest; Rinderpest is a scourge that, probably owing to the great heat 
vernacular an(j dryiiess of the atmosphere, is happily rare, but when, in a 
Saruk. season of great scarcity, it does break out, it claims its thousands.

Treatment being of no avail, and the means of proper isolation and 
segregation out of the power of the owner, it is only by breaking 
up their herds into small lots and scattering them all over the 
country that the disease eventually disappears.*

Anthrax: Just after the rains commence, often carries off large numbers
d̂ '^ Q oH ° f carile) and the misfortune is that owners, as a rule, knowing 

that the disease must prove fatal, take no more trouble about 
them, but turn out the unfortunate animal into some secluded spot 
to die. _____________________

* Note.—This was written before the introduction of tho Sornpathio treat
ment.—E d .
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Malignant sorethroat (vernacular name Gala phula) and red water 
(vernacular name Lai peshab) are also prevalent at certain seasons.

This is the vernacular name given in this district to a disease pilwt 
which cattle are particularly liable to during the months of Sep
tember and October; it is not dangerous, nor does it leave any 
bad after effects, but while it lasts, the animal shows signs of 
having lost the use of one or more of its limbs, it refuses to graze, 
rumination ceases, and the beast rapidly loses condition; the dura
tion of the attack is generally from three to four days.

It is believed to be caused by the cattle being allowed to graze 
while the dew is on the grass in the early morning, at which time 
a small parasite is found adhering to the stems of certain grasses, 
which, if swallowed, causes the symptoms above described.
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Hnriana Cow No. 10 4 S4 52 70 6J 6 6 19 7 Hansi.

Harinna Cow 5 measurements could not be taken. „

CHAPTER IX__ NOTE ON THE KUTCHI CATTLE OF THE JHANQ DISTRICT,
By Ma. B r o a d w a y , Zemindar of Jhang District.

In this district there are two distinct breeds of bovine cattle, 
viz., Kutchi and Bar cattle. Kutchi is the name of the country 
lying between the river Clienab and Thall.

Following is a description of the average Kutchi ox :
IIeight measured behind the hump IS hands, the line of the 

back is usually straight from the loins to the shoulder, where in 
some, animals there is a rise of an inch or two. This line is 
abruptly broken by the hump which is well developed in the bull, 
but less than half the size in a castrated male.

The croup has a very slight droop and the tail is well put on.
The tail usually is fine and long and terminates in a tuft of long

* N o m —Other measurements of Hariam cattle will bo found m the text—Ed.
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hair commonly black. The zemindars here consider a fine long tail 
both in the cow and ox good, a coarse or thick tail bad, as an 
animal possessing it has generally a craven jheart and sluggish in 
Ills movements.

The loins and back are wide and level, the hind-quarters are 
muscular, and the legs strong and shapely. The head is small and 
•well shaped. Ears small and slightly drooping. Eyes large, bright 
and intelligent. Horns in some grow upwards, and in others hori
zontally ; they are very seldom more than three inches in length.
The neck is not short neither unusually heavy, but castration when 
young has the effect of fining it down considerably. Head well 
put on. dewlap of a medium size. The shoulders are sloping and 
supported on well-shaped legs with a forearm ranging from 13 to 15 
inches in circumference, large joints with a measurement of from 6 
to 7 inches below the knee. The chest is round and deep with good 
girth, measurements usually from 60 to 6a inches at the heart. 
Sheath small and close, not supplied with long hair at the orifice. 
Temper and disposition good. Very willing at work and quick in 

Castration. his movements. Castration is only resorted to when an animal is 
inclined to be fiorce, and is done at three or four yearn old.

Bul]g Bulls are never kept exclusively for breeding purposes.
The cows are very nearly the same size in every way as the 

oxen, only a little lighter in limbs, The zemindar takes quite as 
much, if not more, care of his cows than he does of his oxen. As the 
cow is not only the producer of milk and butter for the family, but 
also the source from which he is steadily supplied with oxen for his 
farm, it is not easy to get him to part with them.

Mi)lt The milk production is from three to four seers a day.
Colour. Grey, white, red and black, of which the two former prevail ;

mixed colours are rare.
^  rpho average price of a pair of bullocks is R50, and that of a

cow H I8.
The zemindar is naturally fond of bis cattle, as they are his all 

in this world. Should one die, the family mourn as much for it as 
they would for a deal’ relation or child. He takes as much care as 
possible of them, and, as a rule, has a shed adjoining his own hut 
for them, if not they share his hut with him. rl here is very poor

’ g°^Tx



Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

grazing ill this part o£ the district, and the zemindar has to grow 
fodder crops such as jowar, turnips, etc., for his cattle, which he 
cuts and mixes up with wheat straw for them. Cows giving milk 
get a little cotton-seed and oilcake as well, with their straw, to 
improve the quantity and quality of their milk.

In this district buffaloes arc chiefly kept and bred by zemindars Buffaloes in 
who have land between and on the banks of the rivers. They are ^ trjchtang 
prized on account of their milk which is very rich. Every zemin
dar that can afford it keeps a few.

Bulls are picked out and only kept by the well-to-do zemindars, Breeding, 
and the poorer men are allowed to bring their female buffaloes to 
them.

Calves are generally dropped in September and October. As a Bulls, 
rule, male calves are killed and eaten as soon as born as the zemin
dar grudges it the milk of its mother; female calves are taken 
care of and well nourished. The female buffaloes begin to breed at 
four years old and continue breeding for about ten or twelve years.

They ealve every other year, and give from six to twelve seers 
of milk.

The male buffalo stands measured at the shoulder about 13 bands. Male buffaloes.
In appearance he is ungainly and very slow and awkward in 

his movements. His head is not too large in proportion to his size.
The horns are from two to two-and-a-half feet in length and 
generally curved. Ears are small. Eyes comparatively small but 
intelligent. The back is not straight and rises considerably as it 
approaches the shoulder. The croup droops very much and the tail * 
is badly put on. flhe body is massive, chest measurement about 
7 i feet. Legs short and thick, measuring a good 10 inches below 
the knee, large joints and broad powerful feet. Skin is black with 
hardly any hair on it. Colour black or brown, the former prevails.
Scrotum and sheath small and always black except in albinos.
Docile in temperament. They are very little used for agricultural 
purposes. Tenants who have farms on the river banks sometimes 
use them for ploughing, but not if they can afford to keep bullocks.

The male calves that have been allowed to grow up aro sold to 
dealers.

?(S): <sl
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Tlie average price of a good full-grown male buffalo is R25, the 
female buffalo fetches from R60 to R100.

Feeding and The buffalo is generally kept on the islands or banks of the 
mcnt.SC" river and feeds on the coarse grass which is commonly seen growing 

by the river. They are very seldom stall-fed. When they are, they 
get just what is usually given to a cow, in which case their milk is 
very rich.

Diseases. Rinderpest rare, anthrax common, foot and mouth disease very
common, cow-pox every other year or so ; buffaloes chiefly suffer 
from it ; dysentery and diarrhoea are scarcely heard of in these parts.

K u ca i C attle B reed.

„  „  Fore- Poll to Height at s , k Girth of
No. Broed. Hoin. h(,ad mufHe, Length. Bi,0ulder. shimk- chest.

1 Kutolii 3 8| 20 4S 51 8 72
2 Bullock . .  4 8 22 49 51 8 71
3 4 74 20 48 48 8 72
4 ”  ; . 7 8 19 48 45 9 58
5 ”  . 5| 8 20 49 48 1\ 68

K A R N A L  D IS T R IC T .
(PEASE.)

The K a r n a l  district is divided into three parts, called, respec
tively, Bangar, Khadir and Nardak.

The Khadir is the low-lying riverain tract lying towards the 
east of the watershed. It is much cultivated and produces good 
crops. The cattle found in this part of the district differ but little, 
if at all, from those which we call Panjabi cattle found in other 
districts of the Panjab, a description of which has been already 
given.

NARDAK CATTLE.
The N a r d a k  -—This tract lies to the west of the Khadir, consist- 

W  of the table-land of the Karnal Tahsil, is high and arid, the 
water lying at great depths, and but. little cultivation being carried 
on. The Nardak is essentially a grazing country, consisting of
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large grassy plains separated by dhak jungle. Depressions collect 
water, and jheels, locally known as “  dubar,”  are formed. In the 
Nardak, which possesses such natural advantages and where a large 
majority of the people are Rajputs, cattle farming is very exten
sively carried out, and every village is rich iu herds. Many of the 
Rajput villages have no other industry but ghee and cattle dealing, 
and what little cultivation is carried on is simply with the objoet of 
supplying a sufficiency of fodder for the cattle.

The cattle found in the Nardak present at least one distinct- Character of 
breed, b description of which will be given. The crosses are 
numerous and bewildering, but any animal having Nardak blood 
in him will be readily distinguished The photograph attached 
furnishes an excellent illustration of the main characteristics of the 
breed. Pure Nardak cattle are not common, hut the specimen given 
here is said to be an absolutely pure bred one.

They are small inferior animals. The most striking point is the 
formation of the head and, more especially, of the face which is 
very small, narrowing abruptly below the orbits and from thence to 
the muffle, remaining almost uniform. The muffle is well-defined, 
the jaw very light and lean. The forehead is fairly broad, the 
horns are small and fine, more especially in the male, whilst in the 
cow they are longer generally. The ears are medium-sized or 
smallish ; the neck very short; head carried below the line of back.
The dewlap is well developed, the body very short and compact, 
covered with roughish hair, croup sloping, tail short, reaching to 
mid-tarsal region. Sheath large and pendant, triangular and 
pointed more or less. Legs short and strong. Udder of the cows Cows, 
fairly well developed; teats small and regular.

The cows give from 3 to 8 seers of milk per diem Price of Milk, 
bullocks, plough, about R60 per pair; cow RIO to R25 or more Price, 
according to milking power,

BANQAR CATTLE.
The Bangar is the intermediate country below the Nardak Country 

together with the small area of highland included in tahsil Description 
Panipat. It is for the most part a sheet of cultivation interspersed o£ cattl°
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with great swamps and large barren plains covered with saline 
effloresenee. 'I he Bangar cattle are the best found in the Karnal 
district, and probably correspond to the Bagar or Hariana breed.
They are of large size, rather leggy in appearance, generally white 
or grey colour. Have large thick horns, arching upwards and 
outwards and blunt at the tip. The head is very long and narrow, 
especially the forehead which is also slightly convex; the eyes are 
consequently near together; the jaw is heavy, ears large and 
depending. The neck is light in both bullock and cow, and the 
head carried more erect than usual. The hump is of average size, 
the back straight, loins broad and strong ; croup sloping, tail short, 
reaching only to point of hock, thick at its origin, but tapering 
lapidlyand bearing a tuft of black hair. The sheath varies in 
size, but usually of moderate development and inclined to be 
triangular; the chest is broad and deep; the abdomen light as is 
also the flank, and the animal has a fairly lengthy appearance.
These bullocks are valuable for draught, especially for fast work in 
majholis and raths, which are in general use amongst the people 
of this district. They are also very good plough animals.

Mi)k The cows are fair milkers, giving from 7 to 12 seers of milk
per diem.

Price. Prices.— They vary very much in price, a good pair of tiotting
bullocks being worth from R150 to H250. Plough bullocks RSO 
to R120 or more, and cows R15 to RIO.

General ma- Cattle are kept in the jungle villages for the mest part in small
nogomenf. yar(]8 made by fencing round a small piece of land in the villages 

or near it. The feeding is much the same as in ether places.
J owar is much grown as fodder.

Grazing. Grazing is not by any means so plentiful as might bo expected,
and most villages have land preserved for the growth of grass and 
hay-making (hire). The cattle are grazed in herds (gol) by herds 
men (pali), usually boys, excepting in the Nardak where cattle 
lifting is by no means uncommon and where men are consequently 
employed as herdsmen. Grass is cut and stacked for use. During 
the mins and oold weather, if the season has beon a good one, 
large herds are driven from the Bangar tract into the jungles of

ID  <SL
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the Nardak and leased land for grazing taken, or else a capitation 
fee is paid. The cattle are driven out to graze as soon as the dew 
is off the grass in the cold weather and return to the villages at 
sunset. In the hot weather they graze from dawn till I I  A.it., 
and again from 2 till evening, returning to the village to drink in 
the middle o f the day. In the rains they also graze for three 
hours before dawn, returning to the village to be milked. This 
last is called “ Pasar,”  and has a great effect in increasing the 
quantity of milk, as the cattle graze so much more freely before 

• the sun sets up, not being tormented by flies and heat. The 
plough cattle are also driven to Pasar in the rains both in the 
morning before dawn and after sunset. By tho end of the cold 
weather the grass is all eaten and the ponds dry, and the cattle 
have to leave the Nardak for the canal and riverian tracts or tho 
villages of the Siwaliks. On the other hand, the cattle of tho 
canal and Khadir tracts are in many parts driven out of their 
villages by the floods in the rainy season and have to take refuge 
iu the higher tracts of the country.

As before stated the yield of milk is variable in the different ^ j tcr8ni* 
breeds. It is made mostly into ghee, which is sold. The yield of 
ghee is small, only half a ehittack per seer of milk. 'I he milk is 
boiled at night in a vessel called karhauni and a little sour curd 
(dahi) put into it, nest morning the milk is churned in a churn,
(thauli) with a churn stick (raji) made of kiiir wood with 
four arms at the bottom. A  string is wound round the stick, and 
pulled alternately each way by pulling the ends of the string.

Reeeive here the same treatment as in other places. Calve*,
The cow is used after four years of age, and is generally Breeding, 

made to calve about Cheit or Baisakh.
The steers are castrated in the usual native way and Kept for Castration, 

ploughing or other work, or else sold off at the age of about 
3 years at an average of K15 to R80. The heifers are seldom Wee. 
sold. There are numbers of Hissar bulls in the district, and much
of the stock is dogla or cross-bred. Not much carets given to the
selection of native cattle. , n .

The cattle dealers of the tract are Banjaras, the Commissariat 
Agents of the old Emperors since the time of the Lodts. I base

■ G°i& X



Notes on indigenous breeds o f  Cattle in the Punjab.

men come up from the east in the cold weather, buy up young 
steers, and take them away.

B anoar Breed._______________. ‘
.

s i -i • o
'Z  £  oO ± . CU ~* .C r2

Bnngar Breed. § g £  § § « 2
r 4 *M , ® o x
® c’ ° e 3 O ŵ 0 E i , j 5  •
5 ^ 5 ^ - S  °
" S r t i ' r J t i j b c ^  tc ®
P C rt .j-1 p  t !  P a .o a> o O X•J X £ K ~3 O v J O

Cow . . .  12" 21" 7" 56" 9'' 7" 55" 66"
Bullock . . . 13 24 7 60 9 8 46 72

„ . . , 12 20 7 61 8 7-J 49 71
..............................  17 27 7J 62 8 7 50 72

. 19 28 8' 63 8 8 51 78
„  . . . 18 27 7 62 8 7 50 68

M easijrkmknt of (K arnai.) N ardak B ullocks.
1 ~  o

<DE
en •a £ *g *;
o S -x  s  *g 2  x

No. DkSCSTPTIOK. S £ I I  I  a S
g “  «Z x  xo ■= 5 ■£ ^ “ VX3 « S3 ■« .a *S *3

K. tjra o S 3 £
g s e. £ o s £ ,spj _ is n p3 U uj

1 Nardak bullocks . . .  4 21" 7" 49" 6j* 6" 64
2 [ „  . . .  4 22 7 50 5 6 48
3 „ . . .  5 22 8 50 6 5 49
4 Nardak cow . . ■ 6 20 6| 53 9 7 72
5 „  . . .  4 18 6 46 8 7 53
6 Naidak bullock . . 7 20 6 60 9 7 60
7 K hadir cow ■ • . 9 19 6$ 48 9 7 60
8 ,, . 8 20 6 48 9 7 65
9 Khadir bullock . . . 9 10 OJ 48 9 7 60

CHAPTER X.— DERA GHAZI KHAN.
The breeds of cattle found in the Hera Ghazi Khan district 

arc very superior indeed, showing great quality and above ordinary
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Uo>:. Ghazi K im  Cow (Bhaguari). Thi* is a Tory good Rpcumen, but not to bo compared to tho true bred Bhagnari wliioh aro only found
in tbc Naree tract of Baluchistan,
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A Dora Ghazi Khan Bull (Bhagnari). This specimen is very liko the Sibi cattle. Noto the short horns and protuberant forehead. It is not
however so massi** ^-'"L
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power. They are all exceedingly well-shaped symmetrical ani
mals, showing very high quality. They appear to be closely allied 
to the Sindi breed, and are very good draught animals. There are 
at least three breeds recognised here, and I will endeavour to de
scribe these.

* ° BHAGNARI BREED.*
•The best breed is the Bhagnari breed, which comes from the Bhag- 

nari district, between Jacobabad and .the Bolan pass, The people 
in this part of the country breed very large numbers of cattle for sale 
and have a large trade in them. They sell large numbers to the 

!  Mazari tribe, and these are the Mazari cattle for which the tribe 
is jioted. There is also a large trade in such cattle with the Lahoris, 
a tribe, in the Indus valley.

These cattle arc by far the best bred for draught purposes I 
have vet seen in the Panjab. They are above An odium stature, 
about M hands at the shoulder, very handsome, possessing fine 
silky coats and thin skins, the colour of the skins invariably black 
and of the hair covering them white or grey, generally black 
about the shoulders and neck, the rest of the body being white.
Some are much darker than others in colour, but generally white 
predominates. They are easy to distinguish from other Punjab 
breeds* possessing wrell marked differences. The first point which 
strikes us is the head, which is very bovine in appearance, that is 
to say, the frontal and parietal region is very broad and massive,

« the frontals especially are broad and the horn cores are sot on very 
wide apart; the horns themselves being short, stumpy, of great 
girth, and terminating in a broadish point Their direction is in 
almost all cases outwards and upwards. The forehead arches very 
considerably, and is broad, dipping again at a level with the supe
rior commissure of the eyes. It again curves slightly forwards 
just above the muffle. The muffle is small, tho jaw light; the 
eye large and .mild, the ear of medium size. The head is carried 
fairly erect, but in some cases is slightly below the line of the 
Lack. The neck is very short comparatively. The dewlap well

* Notb.__These cattle are bred entirely in a comparatively small area in the Naroc
tract near Sibi'and in that part of Kalat tonitory bordering in the Thai Cbotiali dis
trict. Animals found in Dera Glmzi are mostly imported or from imported stock.-—A’rf.
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developed ns is tlie hump. The chest is good, broad and deep 
the shoulder good, sloping and fairly light; the limbs strong and 
of medium length. The line of the back is fairly straight, dipping 
very slig'htly immediately behind the hump and rising again 
very slightly to the croup, which is of good conformation in 
these animals. The girth and belly measurements arc good, and 
the loins broad and powerful. These animals, although appearing 
to be rather long in barrel, are exceedingly well ribbed up. The 
tail is long and very tapering. The sheath large and more or 
less triangular.

* Feeding.— The feeding usually comprises grazing, whilst grass
can be obtained ; at other times jowar, which is grown here in very 
large quantity and affords forage, not only to cattle but also to 
horses, both in the green state and as grain; oil-cake of thru lmia 
is also used with bhoosa, T he people are very fond of jowar as a 
grain for feeding animals, and consider tliat it possesses great 
fattening properties, which is easily understood, as it contains 
large quantities of starch. In season of scarcity the cattle are sent 
to the riverian tracts.

Uses.— Chiefly as draught cattle for dragging the instrument 
with which the people hank up their hill torrents. They are very 
good workers and are quick at their work. Of the cows 1 can say 
but little, hut their milking powers are said not to be out of the 
common, the usual yield of milk being small for such a good breed, 
about five or six seers being the averago reputed yield. Prices of 
the bullocks are high, It50 is paid for the most inferior and 31150 for 
really first class animals. One man informed me that he had a 
bullock for which he had refused It 180.

THE DAJAL BREED.
This is another which deserves notice. Dajal is a town in the 

Jam pur tahsil of the Dera Ghazi Khan district, which was founded 
by a grazier, where the breeding of cattle is carried out to a very 
large oxtent— so much so, indeed, that the cattlo bred here have 
received the name of the Dajal breed and are highly valued. It 
appears to me that there are but few, if any, points of difference 
between the Dajal cattle as regards their points and those previ
ously described, and it would seem to he most probable that these 
are the same breed of animals an the Bhagnari which have been

• G0 [> \
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Derft Ghazi Khan Bullock (Bhagnari). A fair specimen. Quarters aro poor.
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A D a j a l  Bollock (Dora Gliazi Khan District). Vide text.
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imported to Dajal and formed the basis of the present breed ; or else 
the Bhagnari cattle have been crossed with an animal having nearly 
the same general characteristics. The Dajal cattle are said to ba 
even better workers than the Bhagnari, but this may be only I ĉal 
prejudice. I  attach a photograph of a bull of this breed, which will 
show the great similarity if not the identity of the breeds. The 
management and prices, etc,, are much the same and require no 
special notice here.

DESI BREED.
The third breed to be mentioned is that called the Desi. 'I hese 

are altogether inferior animals to the abovementioned breeds, much 
smaller and slighter, standing about 12 hands at the shoulder.
The head is much like the other breeds before mentioned, the fore
head broad, horn short, and the nasal considerably dipped, neck 
very short, hump average size, colours black about head, neck and 
shoulders and grey or white over the rest of the body. They are 
worth but little and are not strong enough to plough or perform 
any other agricultural work. They are chiefly used for light 
work and pack purposes. As milkers they are inferior ; manage
ment, etc , the same.

Measurement of B hagnari Bullocks.
"

| . | .

Breed. |  1  j j  !  4  |  jj E I£ r; ® IS o -a
° ° °£ .£3 O .£3 © ©
s s s i f s e s i w

I
Bhagnari bullock . . 2 2  7 4 41 60 72 7 ) 7  6 6

„  . . . 21. 6 4 .10 55 66 7 7 7 6
„ . . . 21 6 4 43 57 77 7 7 7 6}
„ . . . 21 5 4 40 65 66 7 7 CJ 6
., .’ 20 6 5 44 67 76 7 6$ 7 6
„  . . . 20 6 6 4 ) 63 70 7 7 7 6
....................................  20 6 7 43 53 70 7 OJ 6 5
., ‘ . . . 20 6 7 38 53 72 7 7 6 5
....................................  22 6 4 42 55 65 7 7 0 5

. . . 21 7 4 42 58 64 7 6* 7 6
». . . . 2 3  6 4 43 i 44. 67 7 7 7 6
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Measurement op  D ajal B reed.

1  i  i  ! g !
Breed. *g ^  «g

tp 15 |t |D ^  -a M -a
§ o S § .£ g jS

Dajal cow . . 28 6 4 40 72 7 7 54,
„  bullock . 2 0  6 4, 42 75 7 7 54

20 8 8 45 77 7 7 60
• • 22 9 6 46 76 8 6 55

„  cow 18 5 5 42 66 7 6 46
„  bullock . 20 7 5 43 76 7 7 54

M easurement op Desiii (D era G hazi K uan) B reed.

e I  . i  „•
Breed. 8 S S |  a a--  a ■» 2 S 2 E

5 O .Cl -W ° 4̂ ^ ^ rj
a £ "a ll1 5  "te 5  &  ta
J  |  J  $  | 2 £  H 5h3 P s* » J W c! ) J 0  3 ^

Deshi bullock, Dera Ghazi
Khan . . . . 19 7 5 50 64 7 7 7 41

Deshi bullock . .  . 18 5 2 48 68 7 7 5 36
„  • • • • 19 6 4 48 60 6 6 6 86
„  . • • . 19 6 6 44 60 6 6 7 40

• - ■ 18 5 9 48 60 6 6 5 30
>, • • • • 17 4 7 45 55 6 6 6 42

CHAPTER X l . _  DIMINUTIVE CATTLE (GA1NIES).

The numbers of diminutive cattle met with in the Punjab are 
but few, but specimens may be occasionally seeri. They are kept as 
curiosities sometimes by the people. They vaiy in size considerably,

' ecW \
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but are all very small. In appearance they are often handsome *• 
little beasts as is the specimen which the photograph represents.
They are more or less useless, but make very excellent beef if well 
fed and fattened.

Diminutive bullock— (Gaine) Punjab.
Cattle in the Pind Dadan Khan Sub-division.

NOTE BY MR. SYKES.
The animals in the Pind Dadan Khan tabsil are of mixed breeds; 

and those of pure descent have degenerated considerably from the 
breed still to be found in Tallagang ; partly, I believe, from the 
difference in climate, and from the fact that they are treated with 
much less care and subjected to far harder work than is the case in 
Tallagang.

During my short tour in Tallagang I endeavoured to form 
some estimate of the character of the breed of cattle in that plateau 
by holding two cattle fairs at Tallagang and Taman respectively.
I was thus able to compare about' 200 different animals. It may 
be remarked here that, although there are several Government 
bulls in the tahsil, they have as yet had an almost inappreciable 
effect on the character of the original stock.*

A  typical ox in this tahsil stands from 51 to 54 inohes, Description, 
measured behind the hump.

The line of the back in most casos slopes slightly downwards 
from the loins to the hump but in many cases it is straight, and in 
some the slope is the other way.

The hump is large and well developed ; its height is from 6 to 
7 inches ; in tho cow it is much smaller; castration does not greatly 
decrease its size. The length of the back from the tail to the 
hump is usually from 44 to 50 inches, and from the nose to the tail 
the whole length of the animal is from 84 to 90 inches.

The croup droops somewhat ; the pelvis is narrow.

* Note. —This is exactly what is natural, a small foreign element is quietly lost 
in ilio prepotency of the original and well (stahl shed stock, and it is fortunate that 
(t is so—vide note on Patwsri cattle— Ed,

B 2
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Gain! P,m« The back is wide and stron»- Tlle tail is lon.? ancl fairly  fine>
jab! e n d i n ' ?  in a long tuffc of hair. The hindlegs are strong and well

proportioned.
The ears are larger and are generally held back horizontally or 

extended onwards ; they are from 8 to 9 inches in length.
The horns when well developed take an upward and forward 

direction, curving slightly iuwards ; their length is about 14 inches.
Tn many oxen the horns have been pared down, and in no case are 
they of full length till the animal is fully six years old.

The neck is very thick and powerful. The dewlap large and 
pendulous, extending from the chin down below the legs, making 
it rather difficult to take exact measurements of the breadth of the
sternum.

The front legs are very thick, with large joints and measuring 
1? inches below the knee.

The chest is round and deep, the barrel measurement is fiom 74 
to 78 inches.

The ox stands well; he is large-jointed but well proportioned.
Golonv. In  colour there is a great difference between different animals.

The most prevalent colour is perhaps grey and white under
neath. The colouring does not pass gradually from one shade to 
another, but the distinctions are abrupt; thus many oxen are black 
and grey or red and grey ; some very handsome animals are pure 
black, others almost entirely red. The ox is well cared for and not 
allowed to work in extreme heat.

Pood. The food generally consists of ehara bhusa or the oil-cake of
the sarson or tara mira puss.

Disposition. The ox is generally of a mild disposition. About 1 in 20 may 
be kickers; all showed some restiveness when I approached them.

Castration. Castration is performed when the animal is about four or five
vears old ; before that the young bull is allowed to mmgle freely with 
the cows in the village pasture. The operation is never performed with 
o knife, the testicles are crushed with a stone and atrophy iollows.

Breeding. * N o 'bu lls  are kept for breeding purposes, but the strong de
velopment of the ox is no doubt due to the late period at wh.ch

M )\ <SL
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castration is performed.* Cows are smaller in all tlieir proportions, 
their udders also are very small. Cows arc not allowed to breed 
till two years old ; the supply of milk then varies from 1 to 5 seers 
of milk a day.

The most approved colour of cattle is black and white, the red 
colour being less thought of.

The excellence of the breed is preserved by the careful attention 
which is always given to cattle stock, and by the comparative 
maturity of the cows when allowed to breed. The ordinary price 
of an ox varies from R60 to R100 and of a cow from E20 to ft 80. pdoo. 
Immense numbers are sent to the Amritsar fair for sale. In times 
of scarcity stock has to be sold at a loss in order to provide for 
immediate expenses.

Cattle diseases are of rare occurrence ; they are known under Disease, 
the name of Arba, probably anthrax, and mull khur or foot-and- 
mouth disease.

SEMbDIMINUTIVE CATTLE.
(PEASE),

There is a small breed of cattle which is found all over the Description. 
Punjab, but more especially in the northern districts in very large 
numbers. The animals of this breed vary somewhat in size, but 
are for the most part semi-diminutive, averaging about 42 inches 
at the shoulder. They are uot by any means badly shaped little 
beasts, and generally compact and very active. The horns, in the Dorns, 
majority, are rudimentary, two or three inches in length, broad at 
the base, arid set on wide apart.

In the male the head is comparatively massive but shapely; 
the forehead broad and arched; orbits prominent, eyes large and 
mild; face narrowing rapidly below orbits, between which the skin 
is thrown into wrinkles; face fine; muffle well defined, jaw light.
The neck short, stout, and sloping upwards towards the hump; the 
head being carried below the line of the hack. The hump fairly 
developed, back rising slightly to the croup, which is good in theso 
animals; cliest girth is fair, varying between 50 and 60 inches,

* K ote.— This facilitates the covering of cows by young immature bulls, tho 
deleterious effects of which have already been remarked upon.— Ed.
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and tlie belly from 50 to 64 average. The tail coarse, tufted with 
black, reaching to fetlock; limbs strong and long (too much on 
the leg) and sheath small, and close in some, but larger and 

^ folded in others; probably the result of crossing, dewlaps small.
In the cow the head is smaller and finer, the neck lighter and 

longer, the forehead narrower and the quarter deeper. The udder 
small, and teats ill-developed.

Photographs show enough to distinguish these animals with
ease. ^

Colour. Colours are various, all kinds being met with; but probably
grey, dun, and roan, are the most common.

Milk. The cows give but little milk, up to a seer and a hall'
Work. generally. The bullocks are but little used, but occasionally they 

are, it is said, used for light work by the peasants. I  have seen 
them pulling in the lead of a team, but mostly carrying packs. 
Dhobie’ s bullocks are almost invariably of this breed.

Many thousands are sold to butchers, more especially the cows 
and heifers for beef, at prices varying from 114 or R5 to itllJ.

S m a l l  C ommon P unjabi.
~ ~  _  -  p  —
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CHAPTER XII.—-NOTE ON THE BUFFALOES OF THE PUNJAB^
(PEASE).

The Bubaline group is represented in the Punjab by the buffalo 
(Bos bubalus), generally called the water buffalo on account of its 
semi-aquatic habits and its love for bathing in muddy pools of 
water.

The wild buffalo (Bubalus arni) is not to be found in the Punjab 
at the present day, but it would appear from Mooreroft’s journey 
in Ladakh to have been present during his time near Patiala or 
Groraknath.

The distinctive features of Bubalines are as follows: W ith regard Description, 
to the skull there are some points which characterise the skull of 
bubalines from that of oxen. The skull is much elongated in 
comparison with its depth and width, and the face is especially 
lo n g ; the forehead very convex, wide and massive. The horns 
not round as in the ox aud yak, but triangular and thicker, more 
or less deeply ribbed on one face. The forehead is markedly 
convex in all directions; the face below the orbit suddenly narrows 
and grows narrower towards the muffle which is obscure and fine; 
the face presents a narrow long appearance. The head is carried 
straight, nose to the front, and much below the line of the back. The 
neck broad, strong, short, and massive. Dorsal ridge well marked ; 
dewlap small, ill-defined. Carcass compact, very massive, sup
ported on exceedingly short, strong limbs. The sheath fairly 
developed in some breeds, but destitute of hair. The loins wide 
and strong. Angles of the eronp more or less equal in height, 
croup sloping. Tail of variable length, tufted with long hair.

The skin thick, generally black, and covered sparsely with 
stiff hair, which is most plentiful on the head, neck, and shoulders 
and on the knees. The colours arc mostly black, brown and a 
lew albinos are met with. There is often a white etar on the 
forehead and a white tip to the tail, and in some cases white legs 
have been met with.

In  the milch buffalo we find a very well-developed udder with 
four long, soft and well-shaped teats.
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Buffaloes are much more weighty and powerful animals than 
bullocks ; they are, however, slower in their movements, and are 
considered by some to be ugly, unwieldy brutes. They work well 
enough at slow work, requiring weight and strength, and draw 
loads and water where it lies deep, which is beyond the power of 
a small-sized bullock of the Punjab, but they are unable to 
work in the sun or great heat, and if made to do so, quickly 
succumb.

Habit. Being semi-aquatic animals, the buffalo thrives best in those
situations where water or marshes are abundant, and along the riverian 
tracts of the Punjab, a daily bath in a cool pool being requisite 
to keep the animal in good health. In such situations the buffalo 
is in its element and may be seen lying in the water ruminating, 
with only bis bead showing above the surface protected from the 
biting rays of the sun and attacks of insects.

j f  ilk. The buffalo is considered to be a most valuable animal by the
people of the Province generally as a milk producer, and in former 
times it was used almost solely for this purpose, it being considered 
a disgrace to use the males for work. It was formerly, and is still at 
the present time, considered to bo a mark of wealth in some places 
when a man keeps a buffalo or two. In those districts where these 
animals are kept solely for milking, it used to be the custom to kill 
and generally to eat all male calves as soon as they were born, in 
order to save the milk of the mother.

To show how much a buffalo is valued, I may say that, as a 
general rule, when a zemindar loses a bullock he only grumbles a 
little harder than usual, but if a buffalo died he would sit down and 
cry and mourn for it.

^rorlf Things have changed very considerably of late years with
regard to the employment of buffaloes for agricultural purposes.
I t  was formerly considered to be a disgrace to work them and a 
mark of poverty, but at the present day no sight is more common 
than buffaloes yoked in carts, ploughs and wells, and in fact a 
considerable share of agricultural work now falls to their share.
In some places where the water lies deep, as, for instance, in the 
Charkbari mahal of the Sialkot district, buffaloes are preferred to
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bullocks and arc used in large numbers, and so in many other places 
where the indigenous breed of cattle is small and inferior.

They are also much used for ploughing in laud destined for the 
growing of rice and in which, on account of much of the ploughing 
having to be done under water, the work is very heavy.

On account of the slow movements of the buffalo it is generally 
considered, to be advisable to yoke him with a bullock in order to 
keep him going, and this is frequently done.

The destruction of young male calves is now carried out to a 
much less extent than formerly on account of the good market there 
is for young males at the various fairs.

The cow buffaloes used for breeding are splendid animals, of Cows.
enormous weight, and they are endowed with great milk-producing
powers, on which account they are highly valued by the people.
The amount of milk given varies very greatly in different breeds
and also in different animals of the same breed. It averages from
four to six seers in the inferior animals, from 12 to 13 in medium
animals, and from 15 to 30 seers in the best. As a milch animal,
therefore, it is not difficult to understand that the buffalo cow takes
precedence of other cattle, and that they are better fed and cared Profits aranm-
for than other cows, and they are more carefully bred with a view jnE to, 1t,'e

T , J l;eep o£ buf
fo improving the yield of milk. 1 may here quote some very faloes.
excellent remarks from the Gazetteer of the Dera Ghazi Khan
district which will show what the approximate profit to be obtained
from a herd of inferior buffaloes may be considered to be. In an
ordinary herd of forty on an average $rd or jth  will be in milk at
once, an equal number will be in calf, and the remainder will be
made up of young beasts under four years old, of animals that have
not held, or are barren, or past bearing. Take the amount of milk
at the lowest computation to be four Beers per diem, The yield of
ghee is about one seer to every 16 seers of milk, which would givo
about 2£ maunds for the whole year, but allowing for the amount
o f milk consumed by the calf, the real yield of ghee is I f
maunds. Ghee sells at the rate of about 1 J seors per rupee, ami
the annual income, therefore, from one buffalo is H35, and if 12
buffaloes in 40 are iu milk, the annual income of the owner from

' G°lfeX
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the gliee should be R420, and this is very probably near the mark.
The expense of keeping a herd when the man lias sufficient grazing 
is little more than the pay of the herdsman, and, besides the ghee, 
the owner must make a little out of the young males, which sell at 
the rate of from R20 to R30 between two and three years of age> 
so that the average realisation from a herd of 40 strong with 12 in 
milk would be about R500.

Breeding. Seeing that the zamindar of the present day has such a high
opinion of these animals, it would be a matter for wonder were he 
not very particular in the selection of bulls as sires for improving or 
keeping up the standard of excellence, and I  think that I may 
safely say that more care is exercised in the selection of a buffalo 
bull for breeding purposes than in any other animal in the Pan jab.
It  is by no means customary to allow any brute to sire the stoek> 
but, as a general rule, a bull is selected by a committee of zamiu- 
dars who best understand the points to be desired, and who after 
due deliberation select an animal which will best meet their require
ments, and the bull is then taken charge of by some wealthy 
zamindar who allows the use of it for the cows when necessary. 
These stud bulls are well fed and cared for and aro magnificent 
animals. Care is taken in the majority of eases to mate the ani
mals with the more esteemed strains with a view to obtaining an 
improved cross. I have seen many very fine animals which have 
been selected as bulls, and they certainly show that much trouble 
lias been taken to select useful animals, and there seems to be a 
generally prevalent opinion that an improvement in this direction 
is taking place.

The female buffalo begins to breed usually at about the age of 
six years and carries the calf for about ten months; she will, uuder 
favourable circumstances, breed at intervals of two years up to the 
age of 16 to 18 years, and will continue in milk for about a year 
after calving.

The milk of the buffalo differs from that of the cow in its 
chemical composition as well as its appearance, taste, colour, and in 
the butter which it contains, It has a very white colour and a 
peculiar insipid taste, and the butter made from it is very white.
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ŝ ĥhABS^W!®* •̂“ ‘ - ■ '-'  ̂ W Tĵ
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The amount of fat it contains is a good deal larger than that found 
in cow’s milk, and hence the larger amount of ghee yield. The 
sugar it contains is of a variety differing from that of ordinary 
cow’ s milk or Lactose, and is present in larger amount than that 
in cow’ s milk. The fact, too, differs from that found in cow’ s milk 
in containing minute quantities of sulphur and phosphorus, and n 
yielding four times as much caproic acid. It also contains a small 
quantity of citric acid. These chemical differences will account for 
its difference in physical characters. 'The quantity of milk given 
varies of course with the season and the length of time since calving 
and with the character and quality of the food, I believe it is not 
uncommon for a very good cow to give as much as twenty seers 
during the day, and in some cases even as much as twenty-five or 
thirty seers is given—a quantity which, so far as my memory 
serves me, comes up to that given by a good short horn under the 
most favourable conditions of housing and feeding in Europe.

In the country villages removed from large towns the people Ghee, 
do not sell their milk ; it is a point of honour with them not to do 
so. Ghee is prepared from the milk as soon as convenient. It is 
customary for a shop-keeper or his agent to attach himself to a 
large herd of animals; he advances money to the graziers, who in 
return let him have every third day the butter from their herds.
The butter is quickly run or clarified, and thus converted into ghee, 
which is sent into the large markets for sale.

Milch buffaloes are, as a general rule, milked once during the Times of 
day, but sometimes twice* especially after calving. milking.

It has been customary, until lately, as has already been staled, Calves, 
to cut the throats of all male calves as soon as they were born iu 
order to save the milk, and they were, when thus slaughtered, eaten 
by the people. This custom doubtless prevails to a very consider
able extent, but it seems to mo, however, to be gradually failin'1' 
into disuse, if one may judge from the enormous numbers of male 
buffaloes which are to be seen at the large fairs, and there appears 
to me to be a great and growing inclination to use these animals 
for agricultural draught. The cow calves are always of course 
kept and well cared for. It seems to be customary to get the
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calves dropped in the rains when grass is plentiful. The calf is 
allowed to suckle, at first it is given three teats, later two, and 
then at about three months old is taught to eat the ordinary food, 
and is weaned, occasionally being allowed one teat up till five or six 
months. The calves are delicate creatures and are difficult to rear, 
being much subject to intestinal disorders, specially vertigo. They 
are covered at birth with a wooly hair. For the first three days 

Native super- after a calf is bom, it is allowed to suck only a small quantity of 
stitiona. milk, as the zamindars have a great prejudice against “  bei?tjn ”  

crediting it with causing abdominal affections, especially diarrhoea. 
When the calf has been killed the cow will often, as is well known, 
become fretful and withhold her milk, and in such cases the calf 
skin is stuffed with straw and placed in sight of the animal.'

Other practices of a horrible description are also practised 
under the name of “  pliooka,” * which arc of course useless and are 
most cruel and reprehensible. I may mention that when a buffalo is 
being milked, the calf is always kept near the cow to encourage 
the flow of milk. Should the milk of a newly-calved cow be 
deficient in quantity, it is usual to give milk mixed with gur to 
her, and also a mixture which is known by the name o f runji ”  and 
is composed of w'heat, barley, pulses and gur boiled together for 
some little time.

Feeding. Milch buffaloes, as a rule, get well fed, and the more especi
ally so during the time they are in milk. During the dry season 
before the rains, mustard oil-cakes, grain and bhusa form the chief 
ration. Cotton seed about one seer per diem is also mixed with 
the bhoosa and given with the object of increasing the fat-forming 
properties of the milk.

When the rains break, the cattle are driven out into the waste 
lands to graze and the buffaloes accompany them, and during this 
time when grass is very plentiful they get hut little beyond it to eat 
excepting in exceptional cases where a compound made up of gram, 
parched and raw, thin stalks of “ dal/'1 bran, gram husks, of 
each one seer, which suffices with from six to eight seers of 
bhoose, for one day’s feed at any time. After the rains and during

* Note.— Vide note by Major Mills— Ed.
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the cold season green grass and charri are added, and the gram or 
other mixture is slightly decreased. Turnips and carrots are also 
given in the winter as is also “  khal.”  “  Khasil ”  or green wheat 
and barley is generally given in the spring all in addition to grazing.
The leaves of the Ber tree or jungle plum {Zizyphua vulgaris) 
are very much esteemd when dried and are given with a viev- to 
increasing the yield of milk. W ith regard to other foods these have 
been mentioned under the heading “  cattle/’ and do not again require 
enumeration. Grazing is carried out in the same way as with Grazing, 
cattle, and I  mentioned the custom of driving out the herds to 
graze early in the morning in the hot weather before the sun gets 
up and the flies get very troublesome, this is called “  passar/’ 
Buffaloes will eat much coarser grasses than bullocks and will thrive 
on such as would not keep a bullock. The numerous rivers and 
canals form the summer grazing grounds before the rains and after
wards the “  bars,”  swamps, and kadir lands. Horse-dung is often 
given to buffaloes and is supposed to increase the quantity of milk.

A great deal of confusion seems to prevail with regard to the Breed, 
breeds of buffaloes to be met with in the Punjab, and it is impos
sible for me to enumerate them all satisfactorily. I  will, however, 
endeavour to distinguish the better marked breeds I have met with.

BUFFALOES— (HAR1ANI).

The Hariana buffaloes are almost as celebrated for excellence 
as are the cattle. They are fine massive animals, the chief charac
teristic about them being the shape of the horns which are in the 
better bred ones spirally twisted and small; this shape is knowm 
generally in the Punjab as Kundi. A very great proportion of 
the animals, however, have the horns of the shape known as Kateha 
kundi in which the twist is imperfectly developed. In the better 
bred animal the horns are small black and spirally twisted. They 
are considered to be the best breed of buffaloes in the Punjab for 
milking and are consequently valuable. They are massive heavy 
beasts standing on short powerful legs. The best of them in 
the llohtak district are to be seen in the villages about Nidanah and 
Bntanah where they are kept in great numbers.
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Butanali itself contains nearly a thousand buffalo cows, the 
neighbouring villages of Baroda 668, Biehpari 417, Ahulana 
441, Jaysi 690, etc. These animals are more numerous in the 
northern villages of Gohana and to the eastward, Chikanwas in 
Hissar is also said to be a good place for them. The people bestow 
a good deal of care on the breeding of these animals. Good bulls 
are employed generally turned loose with the herds as are Brahmini 
bulls. The people feed them well and value them highly. The 
young male calves are sold off as soon as possible, the peopl do 
not use them for any kind of work and they are reared in a state of 
semi-starvation, being looked upon as a nuisance. They aro sold off 
to Baperi dealers, who come round purchasing in the district and who 
take them northwards where they are employed as draught animals.

The cows have their first calf at between four and five years and 
■go on breeding for nine or ten years.

Mil:,. This varies from 7 to 14 seers a day in ordinary animals, but as
much as 20 seers is given by a few buffalo cows.

Pj.Jpp Young males are sold for a few rupees and at four years they
seldom fetch more than fi30 ; cows, good, R60 to R 150 according 
to quality and yield of milk.

BUFFALOES IN SIRSA.

Buffaloes cannot stand heat well and are seldom made to work 
in this district, but sometimes a buffalo may be seen in a cart or 
plough, or working at a well, yoked along with a bullock. Male 
buffaloes are usually sold to dealers from the districts farther north, 
where they are used in cultivation, while buffalo cows are kept 
for milk and breeding purposes.

Thus, three-fourths of the buffaloes in the district are cows and 
almost all the buffaloes sold at the Sirsa fair, where sometimes 
nearly a thousand change hands, are males. The average price of a 
buffalo male at Sirsa fair is about R12, but sometimes H I5 
to R20 can be got. Buffalo cows are highly valued for their milk.
A buffalo calves, when five years of age in the eleventh month, usually 
about July ; she ordinarily gives six or seven calves at intervals 
of two years. The calf is allowed to take all the milk for the first
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B titan all itself contains nearly a thousand buffalo cows, the 
neighbouring villages of Baroda 668, Biehpari 417, Ahulana 
441, Jaysi 690, etc. These animals are more numerous in the 
northern villages of Gohana and to the eastward, Chilian was in 
Hissar is also said to be a good place for them. The people bestow 
a good deal of care on the breeding of these animals. Good bulls 
are employed generally turned loose with the herds as are Brahmini 
bulls. The people feed them well and value them highly. The 
young male calves are sold off as soon as possible, the peopl; no 
not use them for any kind of work and they are reared in a state of 
semi-starvation, being looked upon as a nuisance. They are sold off 
to Baperi dealers, who come round purchasing in the district and who 
take them northwards where they are employed as draught animals.

The cows have their first calf at between four and five years and 
'go on breeding for nine or ten years.

Mil!.. This varies from 7 to 14 seers a day in ordinary animals, but as
much as 20 seers is given by a few buffalo cows.

Price. Young males are sold for a few rupees and at four years they
seldom fetch more than B30 ; cows, good, R60 to R150 according 
to quality and yield of milk.

BUFFALOES IN SIRSA.

Buffaloes cannot stand heat well and are seldom made to work 
in this district, but sometimes a buffalo may be seen in a cart or 
plough, or working at a well, yoked along with a bullock. Male 
buffaloes are usually sold to dealers from the districts farther north, 
where they are used in cultivation, while buffalo cows are kept 
for milk and breeding purposes.

Thus, three-fourths of the buffaloes in the district are cows and 
almost all the buffaloes sold at the Sirsa fair, where sometimes 
nearly a thousand change hands, are males. The average price of a 
buffalo male at Sirsa fair is about ft 12, but sometimes B16 
to ft20 can be got. Buffalo cows are highly valued for their milk.
A buffalo calves, when five years of age in the eleventh month, usually 
about July ; she ordinarily gives six or seven calves at intervals 
of two years. The calf is allowed to take all the milk for the first
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ribs large, fiat, and extensive, reaching well back, the animal being 
what a horseman would call “  well ribbed up.”  The back from end 
of dorsal ridge, straight and broad ; loins very wide and powerful; 
haunch bones more or less prominent, and level at all the angles ô  
the croup sloping but wide, deep, and massive; quarter good, skin 
not very black nor hairy ; the hair smooth; skin fine ; tail of mode
rate length and finely tufted, extending to mid-metatarsal region.
The udder is well developed and capacious; teats long and soft. In 
the bull of this breed tbe following points are noticeable. Forehea-1 
broad, massive, and convex; horns much spirally twisted; face 
broader than in the female ; eye large, watchful, and prominent; 
face covered with hair, especially about the forehead ; neck exceed
ingly thick, broad and strong, and rising from the poll tc the 
commencement of the dorsal ridge which is well marked; shoulders 
heavy; great depth of chest; legs very short and powerful, meta
carpal s sometimes measuring ten inches in circumference, and but 
five in length; back and loins broad and flat, immensely powerful; 
tail fine of medium length and only moderately tufted.

B ulls. Bulls of this breed are always preferred as sires by the zemin
dars and breeders as they are the best strain for milking powers.
The quantities of milk yielded vary of course, but it is generally 
large in these animals, averaging, perhaps, abont 10 or 12 seers 
during the day, but as much as 25 or 30 seers is not uncommon.

Price of ci.ws. The price for a good milker is about 11100 to R150, for an ordinary 
cow fi  10 to R60, and males from R15 to 840.

RAVI BREED.

Description. The Ravi breed of buffaloes is a very much inferior animal to 
that just noticed. It is to be found in the Sandal Bar and 
sometimes spoken of as the Sandal Par buffalo. These arc very 
coarse animals, of a very black colour covered with a coarse 
hair which is more plentiful about the head, neck and shoulders, 
the knees have long coarse tufts of hair on them which extend 
somo distance down the shank and point in a downward direction.
The head is very ugly indeed; forehead very convex; the horns 
coarse and thick and projecting outwards, backwards, upwards for
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some distance and then sharply curved forwards and downwards at 
the tips; the face is very coarse and hairy, and seems depressed 
below the orbits, giving the head somewhat of a bull dog appear
ance ; the mouth and jaws are coarse. The ears large depending 
and hairy; the skin is thick and generally intensely black ; the 
general outline of the body not so symmetrical as in the preceding 
breed; the tail of medium length and thickness and tufted. The 
udder of moderate size. As milkers these animals are nothing out 
cc ihe common, they yield a fair amount of milk probably averag
ing six seers per diem.

The males are used .for well work in the Sandal Bar, where the 
water lies at a considerable distauce from the surface, aud also for 
ploughing rice fields along the banks of the rivers. The prices are 
lower, a good milch cow buffalo fetching from RGO to RSO, ordinary 
R IO to R50 and males from R15 to R35.

R avi Breed.
.............. i 1'’ - - -=-*-* . ̂  iaruaxuassa-r roma*

h8.C | 'S .
Breed. .§ §  e  •§

o ts i  | «  . 2

Ravi' . 19 25 8 8 21 88 48 77
„  . . .  21 20 8 9 22 51 40 75
„  . . .  19 26 8 10 22 '52 48 72
, . . . 15 27 9 10 21 52 48 81
„  . . .  19 25 8 8 21 50 48 76
„  . . .  20 24 8 10 20 52 48 77

The Pahari breed o f  buffaloes differs from any other breeds very 
markedly. They come from the outer or lower Himalayas, more 
especially from Mandi, where they are kept in large numbers by the 
hill Gujars, who lease .grazing runs from His Highness the Raja 
called “  Soanas ”  where the pasturage is very luxuriant. This is an 
inferior breed, being small in size, coarse, and giving little milk.

The body is covered, more or less, with hair, more especially at 
the forehead, neck, and shouldersj the head is massive for the size 
of the animal; the horns very broad at the base where they

t
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sometimes measure as much as 10 inches in circumference, they take 
a direction downwards, backwards, upwards, outwards, and forwards ; 
the forehead is very convex and massive in the male, flatter in the 
fem ale; the face is coarse, not nicely shaped, and the head looks 
short from poll to muffle ; neck short and strong ; dorsal ridge not 
very defined; tails very short, not reaching to the. point of the 
hock ; the sheath in the male short and close ; the mammary gland 
of the female small. These animals come in large numbers every 
year to the Sialkot cattle fair for sale, but only the young males am 
seen as a rule. They are usually purchased by the zemindars for 
well work on the “  Charkhari mahal, ”  where the water lies deep and 
the indigenous breed of cattle is inferior and not of sufficient weigut
and power to raise the water. _ .

They give but a small quantity of milk, five or sue seers being a
fair yield from them.

P a h a r i  B r e e d , ______ __________ ________

sus a
.  13 Pi £ . 2c . O 3 O ja — Sn a a> ,a o ,n 53 S 3

Pahari broeda. . a ~  ■§ 1

tt-a  . -g "  1i U) »  ® a S 5 5s -s a g i  » o s  s a 8 *  53 S W £ fi »  a g Eh £ j  a a

tk 15 14 10 I 18 41 43 21 14 8 37 67 77
Pab«n . • • • ” ; 14 9 10 17 40 48 25 12 8 40 69 81

»  * ’  ‘  ’  . . 18 16 11 8 *0 40 47 27 14 8 40 63 73
............................................... ......... 15 14 10 9 21 48 47 26 14 9 40 72 78
<> • • ■ ’ '  , 12 12 10 9 24 49 48 24 15 8 43 72 78

16 13 10 10 j 21 48 47 27 12 9 42 70 ’ 8

The common village or Punjab breeds may be found all over the 
Punjab. These animals are, as a rule, inferior, lighter m carcass 
and average as milkers. They may be divided into two classes : the 
long-homed and the short-horned. The long-horned variety is 
larger and more weighty than the short-horned; the shape of the 
horns is what is known as “  Raipheli ”  or sickle-shaped or “ katcha 
khundi ”  or twisted something after the fashion of a khundi but 
very imperfectly. I  quote from Mr. Broadway’s report a des
cription of these animals. The head not too large in proportion to 
size; the horns from two to two and-a-half feet in leng h and gene- 
rally curved - ears are smallj eyes comparatively small but intelh-
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f  Cattle in tbe Piwjab.

gent; tlie back is not straight but rises considerably as it approaches 
the shoulder; the croup droops very much and the tail is badly put 
on ; the body is massive; chest measurement about 7| feet; legs 
short and thick, measuring a good ten inches below the knee, large 
joints and broad, powerful feet; skin is black with hardly any hair 
on it, colour black or brown, the former prevailing; scrotum and 
sheath small and always black except in albinoes; docile in tempera- 

* merit.t
The short-horned variety have small horns slightly curved back

wards and pointing towards the shoulder and measuring some seven 
• t°  ên inches. In length the head is smaller and very lean, face fine 

and no depth of jaw. The carcases light and tail short. They are 
inferior to the long-horned variety. They are used for all agricul
tural purposes and for milking.

Prices.— The average price of a male buffalo may be taken at
H30, whilst a cow fetches more or less money according to the
quantity of milk she will give. For milking purposes the brown
coloured or “  kali buri ”  animal is preferred to the “  kali boli ”  or
black coloured animal. The buffaloes found in the Manja country
are very good animals indeed, and possess a few characteristics of
their own. They are good milkers and very good workers. They

. are powerful beasts with a good outline, very convex forehead, finer
horns, and broadish face. 1 he body outline good, and the mammary
gland shapely; ears medium sized; tail fine and long. They are
preferred by the people as working animals.
© •

M anja B reed,
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Manj » • . . .  22 20 10 65 57 84 10
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.................................................. 16 20 11 52 54 PO !)
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in tlie Punjab.

ilalwa Ivffaloen come from the Malwa country on the southern 
side of the Sutlej river. They are fairly large sized animals and 
are good milkers ; as draught animals they are slow. The heads are 
finer than in most other breeds and are moie shapely ; the foreheads 
flatter and the faces fine. The ears small and the horns fine, often 
twisted. They are heavy and compact, the skin but slightly 
covered with hair ; tail long and fine and well tufted; horns are 
usually twisted slightly downwards, backwards, upwards and in
wards in the form called katehi khundi.

They are good milkers, averaging about eight seers. Buffalo cow 
of good quality fetches about B 1 0 0 ; ordinary R50 to R60. 
Male, good, B35 to R40 ; ordinary R25 to RoO.

M alwa B reed.
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M I j jj i 9 9 22 do 52 i 8& 81 Female.
M ' 17 9 91 23 44 50 1 8 83

*' ’ i 6 12 0* 22 48 53 9 69 Male.
”  ' ‘ 19 13 9 21 50 54 9 70

]g 9 9| 23 50 54 | 9 86 Female.
’ ‘ 20 9 9 20 43 , 52 9 80  ̂ Male.

q here is a very good breed of large sized buffaloes in the valley 
of Ilajaur, but I have never had an opportunity of seeing them, 
Moorcroft remarks : “ The valley is celebrated for its breed of
buffaloes.”  None of the peculiarities of this breed are known
to me.

CHAPTER X lll.— POTWAR BREED.
EDITOB.

Description The breeding district of the Potwar breed extends from 
of ornery. [ helum in a northerly direction for some 120 miles on tlie banks of 

the river and the centre in which the best cattle are found is at 
Teligung and Chakmal, some 60 to 70 miles from Jhelum in a westerly
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Small village Buffaloc Cow, southern Punjab. The males are used greatly for work.
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

direction. The country away from the river in the direction of 
the. above named places becomes hilly and rocky and intersected with 
ravines, hence the small size somewhat resembling Pahari cattle 
which is a noticeable feature of the Potwar or Mikhra breeds.
The breed has been in existence and quite distinct as long as we have 
any record.» Anywhere outside or on the borders of the district 
named, the cross with outside breeds becomes apparent and the 
ordinary village cattle (Deslii) are in evidence. Even in and 
abound Jlielum itself the intermixture with other breeds is very 
apparent.

The grazing grounds along the banks of the Jhelum are very Grazing, 

good, giving large quantities of grass during the majority of the 
yeaf. From June to September the grounds arc flooded by the 
rising of the river, and this sufficiently waters the ground for the 
remainder of the year. .

Reserves are maintained from which Zemindars are allowed to Reserves, 
take grass at a nominal rental, viz., for 13 annas a month a man 
may take as much as he can carry once a day. This grass is 
usually stacked for use in ease of scarcity.

Colour white, muffie black, head short; forehead wide; face Description 
short, eyes small, thick overhanging eyebrows, muzzle wide, upper r'^'JU"'

' lip thick, overhanging, cars short, pendulous, pointing obliquely 
backwards and downwards, neck short and thick, dewlap well deve
loped, well developed hump, long deep shoulder, short sturdy 
legs, straight on feet, no tendency to calf knee; back long and 
straight; well developed loins, girth, deep and well rounded ribs ; 
croup short; quarters sloping; tail well set on, long and thin 
with tuft of hair reaching to the heels; strong thighs, with 
well developed strong hocks; walks perfectly straight. Very small 
sheath.

Skin white, mottled brown or black, face short and narrow, Description 
forehead wide and hat, horns fairly long and fine, curving outwards of row 
and upwards, ears small, pointing downwards and backwards, 
shoulder deep. Well rounded chest and ribs, back short and strong, 
well developed loins, croup short, tail well set on, quarters sloping 
downwards longer and straighter than in many classes of Indian
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Notes on indigenous breeds of Cattle in the Punjab.

cattle, legs short and strong, occasionally calf kneed, hocks strong, 
and well developed, feet small and well shaped.

This is a typical cow of the breed, and is what is seen in Photo 
No. I I  and III .

Description Small compact bullocks, short face, wide forehead, slightly
of bullock. conVex, eyelids heavy, upper lip thick and overhanging, nostrils 

wide, horns in the majority of cases short and thick, ears sloping 
backwards and downwards, neck long and strong, well developed 
hump, dewlap small, and. sheath barely perceptible, back short, 
strong and straight, quarters sloping, tail well set on, big girth, 
short, powerful legs, straight hocks and little tendency to calf 
knee.

The horns are not uniform in either of the sexes in some eases 
being short and curved or straight, and in other cases being mode
rately lon g ; they are, however, never very thick or course.

Uses, They are not big enough for trausport and ordnance, but for
the ordinary agricultural purposes of the district they are distinctly 
useful, being small but sturdy and active, especially useful in places 
where it is hilly, split up with ravines, stony, and sandy ground in 
which only small active cattle can work.

Work. They usually work about six hours a day.
They are used iu plough and well work, The work of pulling 

carts is done by bullocks obtained from Ilissar and other districts 
bought usually at Amritsar.

Cows. For two months, viz., from the 15th July to the 15th of Septem
ber, the cows are entirely grazing, in the rest of the year they get 
bhusa, oil-cake and ardawa; they are given this additional food 
when they are in milk but only grass or bhusa is given when 
they are dry. The extra feeding depends on the season, churry, 
moll), green barley and turnips, ote., are also given in their time of 
harvest, but when no otlier food is available bhusa is given.

Bull*. The Zemindars consider that one bull is enough for 60 to 70 cow s;
they do not like the bulls to be tied u p ; they prefer them to be 
running loose in the old fashioned way; they think the breed is 
getting small and they consider that a larger bull would be pre
ferable to improve the strain.

Young stock. Young stock run with their mothers ( ill nine or ten months old.
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Potwar Ball. Vida measurements No. 1 of Jhclum District This is a fair speoimon of a Potwar Bull.
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

The period as to ho ,v long a calf is allowed to suck its mother’ s 
milk, and how much milk is given depends as to whether the owner 
like3 his calf. I f the calf is a good one, he gives the whole of the 
milk to the calf for the whole period the cow is in milk, some give the 
calf half the quantity of the cow’s milk for three or four months, 
then one fourth. #

A good cow gives from four to eight seers of milk daily. Some jjju^ 
Zemindars give their cows milk and ghee a short time before 
parturition.

Castration is performed at the age of three years, it is done by Castration, 
the method of mulling.

No bulls are selected, the immature calves are allowed to cover Breeding, 
cows, and sometimes bulls are obtained from Talagong tehsil, 
which is considered the best breeding centre.

A cow giving eight seers of milk is worth H50. pr;oet
Price of an ordinary cow giving four or five seers of milk is about 

B25 to B30.
Price of a good, working and well bred pair of bullocks is about 

K200; the price of bulls vary according to tbeir breeding.
Diseases— Gloss anthrax, foot and mouth, and rinderpest.
There are no cattle fairs in the district.' One should be held Fair*.

* at PinxLDadan Khan to give prizes for the best lulls of three 
years old at which time they could be selected for breeding purposes- 
I  would only give prizes to animals of the Potwar or Mekra 

. breeds.
The district I am sorry to say has suffered considerably from the 

importation of Hissar bulls, these mongrels have left their stamp very 
markedly in some cases and it is rather common to see a Potwari 
withGuzrati horns and the long narrow face of the Hariani. 'Ibis 
is regrettable and its ill effects in the way of stag knee, crooked backs 
and weak loins are now apparent in a breed that is noticeable for 
its freedom from the above defects. I hope this invasion of ill bred 
coarse animals will stop.

The breed in this district has up to now been kept fairly pure 
on account of its isolated position, but with increased facility of 
transport, cross breeding is becoming prevalent.
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Notes on indigenous breeds o f Cattl" in the Punjab.

General I t  is acknowledged tliat amongst Indian Zemindars that cattle
Ucmaiks. breeding is mainly left to chance, no arrangements are made for the 

efficient selection of bulls, no arrangements for the storage of fod
der, the grazing is often inefficient and uiisupplemented by artifi
cial food, calves are seldom allowed the full quantity of milk and 
are weaned too early.

The fact, however, remains, as is seen in the Potwar breed and 
others. That certain typical breeds of cattle have been evolved in 
the course of some thousands of years, that these types are confined 
to certain districts, that there has been undoubtedly the introduc
tion of outside strains, hut they have become absorbed or swamped 
in the prepotency of the existing breed of that district.

The survival, then, of any distinct breed, is mainly the result 
of Nature's unassisted efforts, and points out to us that the type 
found in any one particular district should on no account be trans
planted from tliat part, and that we should not attempt to graft 
that type upon any other type existing in another place, with the 
supposed intention of improving the breed of that part.

Cattle breeding haviug been so left to Nature, she has de
monstrated the districts in which gcod types may be bred; and 
equally bo in districts where the cattle are .poor and inefficient, 
we may safely conclude that the conditions, both climatic and 
otherwise, do not provide a suitable habitat for the breeding and 
learing of cattle.

From ibis I would conclude that attention to cattle breeding 
be confined to those districts in which Nature has already shown 
us that cattle may be bred with satisfactory results. The de
ficiency in other districts to be met by the importation of suitable 
draught cattle, when fully grown, from those districts where they 
may be obtained.

The facts to be gleaned (1) from the natural conditions of a 
district, (i) the existing breeds, as they are, plus man's interven
tion, (3) the survival of the fittest and (4) natural selection, should 
be taken every advantage of. Nature, in the majority of instances, 
will have demonstrated what is possible and what is not. In such 
a country as India, where everything is the result of thousands of 
years of domestication and natural selection, the places in which to 
cany out cattle operations or not, are so palpably demonstrated,
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A pair of Nukra or Pot war Bullocks. They aro each typioal specimens of good working bullocks.
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Potwar Cow, Vide Nr, 2 iu Jhelum measurements, A fair specimi j, showing well developed teats and uddar.
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"Motes on ind:venous breeds o f Cattle in the Punjab.

that we should not make the mistake of endeavouring to force con
ditions in any place where from reasons stated above, we are un
likely to expect any satisfactory result.

From this it will be seen that the methods to be employed in 
either resuscitating, or improving a breed, arc to breed bulls in that 
locality in which tnc breed already exi-ts. These bullrs to be got 
from selected cows and not to be used for stud purposes until three 
years old.

In  order to improve conditions in the Jkelum cattle, I  would 
suggest that fairs bo held and that prizes be given for one, two and 
three year old bulls, and from this class suitable animals could be 
selected and reared for stud purposes. I would also give prizes to 
young heifers, as it is this class of animal that the zemindar does 
not do well, and it is impossible to expect good results, in breed
ing, from poorly developed cows. These classes to be in addition 
to the ordinary classes for bullocks in singles and pairs.

J helum D istrict.
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' 1Ball No, 1 . . 3 49 1 56 65 7 6 of 19} 7 Jhelum.
I

Cow No, 2 . . 5 43f 50 61 0 0} 11’ 19 6
» i t  | | •

Cow No. 3 . • 4 46*46 .61 6} 6ft . 9| IS 6

Nukra BullockNo.4 5 50 ! 54 69 6f 6J 12 19}! 7 Cliak
Jamal.

„  No. 5 4 51} 50} 66 7\ 6} 8} 19i| 8

„  No. C ... 52 ! ... j ........... i ... j  ... 1 ... j  ... „
TJn 7  Mon,moments„  TSO. /  . . .   ......................................................... | ••• , o. .u Id not bo

taken.
„  No. 8

7 52 55 69 7f 6f 8 19 7 , Kala.
:

„  No. 9 5 49 54 62 6f 5 J 8 18 "6} „
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