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P R E F A C E .

. I I Y  1 "  °S C %  Magistrate’s work in Quetta
w  Y i t S ‘ T - T n th  “ s y e a r  (1 9 1 S ) so m e  eases c a m e  «|> 
£ “„  { J “ . 1 I * ! ' , ] '  Wf e c™ u e c t e d  w it h  th e  w o m e n  o£ so m e  o f  
t i l t  M e n ia l  (In d ia n ) castes fo u n d  in  Q u e tta . T h e  a d v ic e
and assistance of the leading men of the castes concerned 
■uas sought and the cases were satisfactorily settled It 
appeared tome that it would he useful, for future reference, 

lnf°rmation regarding some of the customs of 
tuest castes, I consulted the leading men {punch) of the 
wariQcis castes, made enquiries from them, and the result is
Pu r bia castes ^  S'raI’ers’ Gl,'alas- »l*obfe and Menial 

A b Z . ' c s i  7 i “ub“ itted> in 'Iraft, to Colonel

!,0th of wta tSSme 1\ otts not only interesting but most useful. Incom- 
hom lhtt ll‘,UU”’h aS they Me> they are being printed in the
aTs f and t e ? * V T ™  °f f0"18 *» the settlement ofcases, and that the officers who have to deal with such cases

further e ^ r t t !  ^  * *  °’'

J a m i a t  It A I,

Settlement Extra Assistant Commissioner in Baluolnstan,
and

Revenue Assistant to the lleocnue Commissioner in
Baluchistan.

Q u d t t a ;

The 1st October 1918,

' g°^aY



§L
s_

©

*

\ ’
. V » *

A

CONTENTS.'

Pages.
1. Sweeper . . . . .  1 —G
2. Gw'alas . . . . . .  7_10
3. Dhobis . . . . . .  ] 5
4. Purbia Castes . . . . .  1G_23

Pa«i s ................................................................ .................
Kathiawar Moehis . . . .  25—26

\ ,

L

i ■ \

i
V '

, *



<SL
N o. I.

S W E E P E R S .

■so;̂ <? ° / ^ e customs o f sweepers residing in Quetta {verified 
and attested on 24th June 1918).

These notes deal with the. Hindustani, and the Puniabi sweeners T , 
wlio are residing in Quetta, The information has been furnished by * ’
the following leading men J

H IN D U S T A N IS .

1. Ghisa, son of Bhola, caste Pilial, resident of Sold. District
Kohtak.

2. Bhiku, son of Mukha, Durguchh of Beri, District Rohtak.

3. Indrfij, son of Chiman, Durguchh of Mundka, District
-Delhi.

4. Bhagmall son of Khushal, Dhikao, of Eijwasi, District Delhi
5. Launga, son of Triklia, Sode, of Nugar, District Delhi.

P U N J A B IS .

L  S D i S t  Gujrafu i Uda Bakbsh Mat-U5 of Thoma Bathil,

2 ’ " S k T  ° f  Rangu' Luthar Bha^ ‘> of M ajra, District

3. Budhu, son of Soda, Kandiale of Kauwan Lit, District Sial-
kot.

4. ISihal Gadda, son of Jaura, Sahotre of Gude, District Lahore.
5. Mantii, son of Shama, Haraudawe of Bainks China, District

Gujranwala.

I  haj e  also consulted Bhai Viram Dass, an Udasi S£dhu, who is in 

II os pi tab the 8Weepei'S in the compound of the Station

QuettJtov™  I Z  ab0ut/ f ty f ? nilies o i  the Hindustani sweepers in the Famllitt an,  
nil - . > an(t about two hundred families in the Cantonments “ ***•
their principal sub-castes are

Pihal, Durguchh, Dhikao, Sode, Didlan and Bhut.

J here are about eighty families of the Puniabi sweetie™ m fi.*

Kaudiare, Luthar Bhatti, and M attu. " ’ ( h)^pnb.uid, G ill, Sahotre,

r
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sens: .,. 3. The Hindustanis believe in Lai Beg, and the Punjabis in Rishi

Balmik, and are known respectively as the Lal Begi and Balmiki.
The sacred books of the former are Vedas, and that of the latter Rama- 
-a n  Balmiki. Some of the Balmikis- also believe in Gum Nanak Lev,
Ihe founder of the Sikh religion, and the Sikh Scriptures (Guru Grantb

Sahib).
These sweepers have their own Brahmans who officiate at marriages 

and other ceremonies.
A  considerable number of the sweepers have been converted to 

Christianity, and these converts are said to be making marked advance
ment in education, and in their social life. ^

P!« „of wor- 4. The sweepers have a mandir or place of worship m the sweepers
street (north of the Gaisford Memorial School), at Quetta. Thereat
twcTouru rtivaras (Guru's chamber), one in the Lalkurti lines, and 
the other in the compound of the Station Hospital ni the Cantonments, 
where Guru Granth Sahib is kept, and recited daily by the Bhais.
The Hindustani sweepers also visit Hardwar.

The Hindustanis take oath on Lai Beg, Ganga, and Jam na (rivers), 
while the Punjabis take oath on Balmik. Private disputes are often, 
disposed of by an oath which is administered m  the following manner :

The parties, with some of the leading men {punch) assemble in 
the mandir, the person who is required to take an oath, 
bathes, strikes, three, five, or seven strokes with a stick 
on the kettle drum (inalcara) which is kept m  the mandir 
and taking the name of Balmik makes his statement, thus 
« In the name of Balmik I  deny the charge which has 
been brought against m e /'

The dead bodies are buried in the burial ground which is on the 
east hank of the Lohra on toe Brewry Road. Cooked food is given
in alms, among the Hindustanis on the 3rd and 13th day, among the

Punjabis on the 7th and 40th day.
In all cases (men, women, children, married or unmarried persons) 

mourning is observed for thirteen days.
Circumcision is practised among some of the Punjabi sweepers w o 

follow the mkah system of marriage, but even among them it is not 
general. k

food Mid Drink. 5 Both the Hindustanis and Punjabis assert that they have given up 
eating n:Urdnr (dead animals of any* kind) and they eat the meat of 
^  sGvn and f  .wlsj and do hot eat beef or pork. Hare {Khargo ah) 

a sacred animal, would not kill it or eat its flesh
The men drink country Hqour and also smoke, hut women are supposed 
uot (0 drink, and only a few of them smoke, The Punjabi and Hindus
tani sweepers iuterdine.

t\ The Hindustani speak Hindustani and the Punjabis, the Innjabi j 
i  (!f the me i ,,m  lead Hindi and CWmukki and about 80 of their 

children n o  rm<\ learning l  >duin the schools which have been opcnci 
h i- the Christian Missionaries, in the town and cantonments. _ _ _ _ _ _ _

* This warns to bo doubtful.
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x $ *r .«^y  > 7- Here in Quetta all are engaged in their legitimate profession, ow*r««<w.

i.e. scavenging; some of them, especially converts to Christianity, 
have taken service such as cooks, hearers, etcetera, and their females 
work as Ayahs (nurses) and dais. In  their own country a good many 
of them are engaged in agriculture as tenants or day labourers.

8. The mother is considered impure for thirteen days after the birth mm. 
o fa  child; on the 40th day she is ceremoniously pure when the house 
is washed and cleaned and a Brahman is fed.- On the same day the child 
is given name, among the Hindustanis by a Brahman and among 
the Punjabis by the parents.

!). Am ong the Punjabis a father has the right to give away his Bttro.-h-ii «»a 
daughter in marriage; and a mother can only exercise such right with 
the consent and approval of the near male relatives of her deceased 
husband. W hen no such relatives exist, the mother can give away her 
daughter in marriage. In the case of a step-daughter, the step-father 
has the same rights about the disposal of her hand as the real father.

Am ong the Hindustanis, the girl’s father goes to the boy’s house 
where some leading men of both the parties assemble; he presents a 
chuddar (wrapper) and one rupee to the hoy and puts a tilak  (vermi
lion mark) on Ids forehead.

Am ong the Punjabis, the girl’ s father goes to the boy’s house and 
presents a date (ckliuhara), one rupee, I j  seers of rice and five lumps 
of gur to the b o y , also applies Icesar (saffron) to the boy’s garment.
Then the boy’ s father presents to the girl a suit o f clothes {Dopata—  
wrapper, Knrta shirt and a pair of pyjamas. A ll these clothes must 
be of some coloured doth, preferably red), a pair of shoes; about five 
seeisof dry fiuit (mithai raisins, dates and almonds!; and if he is well-to- 
do some ornaments such as phvl, chank, has and karian.

These are the binding portions of the betrothal ceremony.

Am ong the Hindustanis the minimum age at which girls and boys 
are married is 7 and M) years respectively, and among the Punjabis 11 or 
12 in case of girls and 14 or 15 in case of boys. Infants are sometimes 

' betrothed.

Am ong the Hindustanis marriage can’t take place in the gois of 
mother, father and grand-mother (dadi), but among the Punjabis, the 
only got in which a marriage can't take place is that of the father, 
lhus, a Punjabi lad cannot marry his uncle’s daughter, but he can
marry his mast’ s (mother’s sister’ s), mama s (mother’s brother’s) 
daughter. .

The converts to Christianity marry among Christians—-but some of 
those v  ho are in the probationary stage (and are known among the 
Christians as Kacha Iscii•) occasionally take girls in marriage from 
among their old hiradri.

U.\ _The Hindustanis erect a Ferfi-marriagebooth (like Hindus), and o, 
the binding portion of marnage.is Seven phnus round the sacrificial lire, * ’”* . 
lo r  purposes or marriage, the Punjabis are divided into two class •*: those 
belonging to trails-h-aiu Districts Cujranwala, Sialkot, .Theliuh, d u im t,
etc.), who observe the Muhamma.v n tdkdh ceremony which is perfumed 
by a Musalman i/wlla, while 1 belonging to tbe Cos-—Bavi lb . rviots
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(Lahore, Amritsar, Ludhiana, etc.) perform the phera ceremony. Those 
who believe in Sikh Scriptures also conform to the phera ceremony, 
tint marriages can take place between (i) Hindustanis am? (ii) Punjabis 
of both sections, and the marriage ceremony is performed according to 
the section or caste to which the bride belongs. N o marriages are 
performed on Tuesdays, and among the Hindu-Chuhras none during 
the periods proscribed by the Hindu Shdstras. Musalman sweepers 
don’t celebrate marriages during the Muharram.

Srij-frier and H .  The system of exchange of girls in marriage (known as watt a
‘ ..... “'Je' satta or atta satta) does not exist among the sweepers; but bride price is

paid, which varies among the Hindustanis from Its. 200 to 300, and among 
the Punjabis from 100 to 300. This is known as kharch and is paid 
in advance, half at the time of betrothal and half on the day of marriage. 
W ell-to-do, and respectable families, especially those who observe phera 
ceremony, do not take this kharch.

Both Hindustanis and Punjabis give dowry (known as das or daj) 
to their girls on marriage, which varies according to the means of the 
parents. The Hindustanis give to .their girls clothes and cash (from 
Its. 11 to 101) and the Punjabis give suits of clothes, ornaments, cooking 
pots and household furniture, but no cash.

The girl retains her name on her marriage; but when a man takes a 
second wife, the first wife having died, his parents give toe second wife 
a new name.

The system of Ghar-Jamai (house son-in-law) is known that is— a 
man agrees to marry a girl and live with her parents. But unless a 
W'ritten agreement exists, the Jamai can leave his wife’ s home and take 
her away at any time he may like.

A  girl who has been married before puberty cannot revoke her 
marriage; but the husband can repudiate the marriage on attaining 
majority. *

12. Clothes dyed in kasnmha are not worn by men or women. A  
virgin generally wears dandi (small ear lings) ; a married woman wears 
dandi*Jhwrnhe, Nath (nosering) which is the distinctive mark of a . 
married woman* and coloured clothes (red) ; and a widow must not 
wear a noth (nose ring) and must wear only white clothes. A  married 
woman who goes about in white clothes is considered to be indecent.

Diwr.-. 13. Both among the Hindustanis and Punjabis a woman is general
ly divorced for misconduct; among the Hindustanis the divorce (fa r  ugh- 
khutti) must be formally announced in the presence of panch (five men), 
while among the Punjabis the talah is' given by a written document.

A  woman cannot claim divorce if her husband deserts her or refuses 
to maintain her, but she can claim maintenance [nan-o-nafkah). To 
obtain a divorce she leaves her husband’s protection and misconducts 
herself.

Until a woman i? divorced, she1 can claim maintenance allowance 
from her husband which amounts to about Its. 5 per mensem for herself 
and about Its. 8 for each of the children, if she has any. I f  after the 
marriage, the husband is found to be impotent, the wife cannot claim a 
divorce hut with the consent, or connivance, uf her husband she cau
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jhabit with a brother or a cousin of her husband, and the children 

born of such union belong to the husband.
A  divorced woman can remarry any one she likes, but among the 

Hindustanis she cannot remarry her first husband; and the man who 
marries her has to pay to the first husband compensation which is about 
half of the amount spent by him on his marriage, the exact amount 
being, generally, settled by the panchayat.

14. There are no restrictions to polygamy, but in practice a man only Polygamy. 
marries a second wife, when he has no children from the first wife. A
man can have two sisters as co-wives.

15. Am ong the Hindustani sweepers a brother-elder or younger "idci i.
(dewar or jetk) of the deceased husband has the first right to marry the 
w idow ; but among the Punjabi sweepers she is free to choose her 
second husband. In  the first case, the question of kharch does not arise;
and in case of Punjabis, no kharch is payable if the widow marries a 
dewar or a jeth , but if she marries an outsider she can make her own 
terms.

The children of the widow go to the legal heirs of her deceased • 
husband; she keeps unweaned children for a year or so and the heirs of 
the deceased husband pay her for their maintenance at Rs. 2 or Rs. 3 per 
mensem for each child.

W hen  a widow marries a dewar or a jeth  she takes with her the 
property of her deceased husband, if she has no grown up son or sons ; 
but if she marries an outsider she can only carry with her the clothes 
(lire) she is wearing, i.e. suthan, kurta and dopata. I f  there be a grown 
up son of the deceased husband he takes possession of the property 
dven when the widow marries a dewar or a jeth.

Am ong the sweepers who observe the Musalman system of marriage 
(trans-Ravi sweepers of Punjab) the nikah must be performed, but in 
the case of sweepers who observe the phera (Hindu) ceremony of marriage 
the widow is married by the ceremony known as chdddar anihizi (put
ting a wrapper). A t  the ceremony punch or leading men assemble, the 
bride-groom brings a white cotton sheet, four corners of which are 
dipped in saffron paste; he puts this sheet (chuddar) over the head of 
the widow. Then follows a feast to the biradri.

A  widow must not, according to custom, take a second husband 
within twelve months of the death of her first husband.

16, Am ong the Punjabi sweepers, in case of Siah kari of an unmarried sm  tan. 
girl (whether betrothed or not) the parents of the girl and her seducer 
pay a fine to the panchayat which varies from Rs. 7 to R s.25 ; this money 
is spent in feeding the panchayat or rather in drink. The seducer 
cannot, according to custom, marry the girl.

In  the case of a married womari, the husband and the Sia/t kar both 
pay a fine (amount same as in case of unmarried girl) which is spent on 
drink.

In case of a widow,’ the panchayat fine (eland) is paid by the heirs 
of the widow and her seducer.
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I f  it be proved that the woman was not a consenting party, the 
amount of eland, payable by the seducer is raised, sometimes to as much 
as Rs. 50.

I f  the seducer of a woman belongs to a caste other than sweepers, 
the husband of the woman pays the ordinary eland to the panchayat if 
lie takes the case to the court; but if he does not go to court, he has to 
pay double the amount of eland. Thus if a sweeper woman misconducts 
herself with a Hindu or Musalman, and the case is taken to a court, the 
husband of the woman pays the ordinary eland (Rs. 7 to 25) but if he does 
not seek redress in a court of law Ids danel is 14 to 50 rupees.

Among the Hindustani sweepers, if adultery is committed with the 
consent of the woman (unmarried girl, married woman or widow) and 
the care is not taken to a court, the woman's heirs (unmarried girl and 
widow), or husband has to pay a eland of Rs. 25 and the seducer Rs. 50, 
but if adultery is committed without tho consent of the woman, and the 
case is not taken to a court, the seducer alone has to pay a eland of
Rs. 100. The woman (virgin or widow) remains with her heirs, and 
if she is married she remains with her husband.

I f  a widow or a married woman, who has been abdueted chooses to 
remain with her sedneer, compensation is paid to the woman's heirs or 
husband, which is determined _ in each case by the panchayat. The 
ordinary compensation for a widow is Rs. 200 and for a married woman 
it varies from Rs. 300 to 450. In  such cases, the panchayat eland payable 
by each party (the heirs of the woman and the seducer) is Rs. 5.

Taiuiayai. 17. The sources of income of these panchayats are
(i) a fee of Re. 1 or 1-4 paid on birth of a son.
,ii) a fee of Rs. 2-8 levied from the parents of the bride, and 

from the bridegroom on marriage.
N o such fee is paid on the remarriage of a widow or a divorced 

woman.
The amounts thus realised are expended in charities.
The panehayat deals with civil cases, petty criminal cases of tho 

linutn, and with social offences, and the punishments awarded are
(i) small tine or dand which is spent in drink.
(ii) stopping of hukapant (excommunication).

This latter punishment is awarded in case of malt, kari of a sweeper 
man or woman with a member of the castes considered inferior sueh as 
Mums and Gag ra t : :f a woman uses bad language towards a panch ;  
or when a person refuses to pay the eland imposed by the panehayat.

18 The Hindustani sweepers do not cut a piped tree; they do not
Tab°°' nluck a tit a phal (pumpkin) off the plant or cut it but they do not

obieet to oOOk and eat it if cut by someone else. Mo sweeper would 
piCe” to a married daughter of the family, as a gift, a broom (Jharu), a 
chlaj (winnowing fan) or a chkann-skve.

Stteiutm. 19. Adoption is permitted; the rules of inheritance are not very
definite, hut ckunda m ud  system of divi sion of property is followed.

Note.—For deluded account of sweepers, the article on Chuhnw in the 
“ c'lo" "u. v of the Tribes and Castes of tho Punjab and NorUriWoat Frontier Province 
(vJi.ll, pages 182-212)” should be consulted,
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G W A L A S .

Note on some of the customs of Gwalas (A/tirs) residing in Quetta 
verified and attested on the 9th July 1918.

1. The information embodied in this note has been obtained from  
the following leading men of the Gwalas residing in 
Quetta :— >

1. Eamphal, son of Dip Singh, Jhaka (Ahir) of Bahrnmpur,
District Aligarh ;

2. Bihari, son of Katu, Gliosi of Allahabad ;
3. Ajudhia son of Ganesh, Kalyan of Allahabad ;
4. Chhotu. son of Purai, Jhausa of Allahabad j
5. Eadha 6on of Nawaju, Maihor of Allahabad, and
6. Their Brahman or prohit (who officiates at their marriage- and

other ceremonies)— Pandit Bhagwati Parshad, son of 
BLarion Parshad of Barabanki.

or® about 30 families of Gtbalat in the Quetta Municipal 
, j ts teantli), twenty families in the cantonments, and a couple C ‘

of families each at Chainan, Pishin, Sibi and Loralai. The principal 
castes are Mathor, Gadrya (known also as Charm or graziers) and 
Ghost.

a J5‘ Tht gwalas are Hindus by religion, they believe in Krishna 
Avtar, and their sacred book is Bhagwat. They have n<> place of 
workship, at present, in Quetta, but a Thakar* Dwara is being built 
m  the Gwal Mandi, in which idols (Mufti) will be placed— the principal 
one being that of Krishna. f i t

They do not seem to have any system of prayers, in the families.
In  disputes the binding oath is that of Ganga (River < ianges).

The Gwalas have their own burning and burial ground (apart from 
that of other Hindus), at the foot of the Mnrdar H ill. Bodies of 
children up to ten years of age are buried, while of those (both males 
and females) above this age are cremated. In case of cremation, the 
bones (p te l)  are gathered on the third day, put in an earthen jar, kepi 
buried in the ground and sent to Hardwar whenever an opportunity 
occurs. The ceremony known as sudh is performed on tho 10th day, and 
Brahmans are fed on the 13th day, after death.

The period of mourning for children is five days, and for adults 
thirteen days.

4. They both (men and women) eat meat of sheep and g oa l:, but F*>t . - m , ; ,*, 
do not eat fowls and eggs, nor the meat of any other animal or bird.
The meat eaten is halal, and not jhaika ; in fact eating of jhatka meat 
is considered a social offence. The men, even hoys above the ago of 
five years, drink wine, and most of them smoke.

* This was opened and consecrated on the Janam Aslvtmi Day 2Uth August 1018.
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They would eat Jcachi food [i.e., food cooked in water) of a Brail- , 
man, and paki (food cooked in ghi) prepared by a halwai (Hindu con
fectioner), but do not eat kabki food prepared by any other castes.

language. 5 rpiiey 8peak a vulgar form of Hindustani ; and none of them are
literate. A  couple of the boys are now learning Urdu in the Quetta 
boys' school. Some of them, who have larger transactions, keep an 
account book of sales of milk, etc., in which entries are made daily by a 
Mnnshi and the account is made up monthly. The Munshi is paid some 
remuneration, for keeping the account, this varies from 2 to 3 'rupees 
per month. Their letters are written, generally in Urdu, by the profes
sional letter writers who oharge about one anna for writing a letter, 
including cost of paper.

Occupation. g_ They are graziers and milkmen ; they keep cows and cow
buffaloes, but no sheep or goats. A ll the household work is done by 
the women who also sell milk in the various parts of the town and 
cantonments ; and also sell Vplas (dried cowdung cakes). A  cow 
calves in 9 months and 15 days, and a cow-buffalo in 10 months and 
15 days. The milk of a newly calved cow or buffalo is not used or 
sold for the first 9 days. In India some of the Gwalas are engaged in 
agriculture. N o Gwalas would sell milk on the Dewali day ; many 
of them do not give away milk by sale or otherwise on Puranmashi day* 
and some do not sell any milk on Tuesdays.  ̂ The Gwalas do not 
manufacture batter or ghi, and buy ghi when required from the bazar.

Sirlk. 7. A  mother is considered ceremoniously Impure for eleven days
after child birth ; on the 12th day the purification ceremony known as 
Irak,, is held, when a Brahman performs the pitja, for a fee of about one 
rupee. A  feast is given to the kinsmen. The mother, however, does 
no household work for forty days. A  child is given a name, on the day 
it is born, in consultation with a Brahman.

Seirotha! anct g A girl can be betrothed by her father, or a male guardian or 
marriage. relative, but when no male relatives exist, a mother can give away her

daughter in marriage.
Preliminary negotiations for betrothal (sagai) are made by the eldem 

of the parties; generally by the w om en; when this has been done, 
the bridgroom's father iuvites the punch and the bride s father to some 
place inot his own house), when the panch are served with wine, at the 
expense of the bridegroom's, father and the engagement, is announced.
The bridegroom's father then sends five rupees to the bride. The an-
no uncement of the engagement in the presence of the panch (headmen) 
and the handing over of Ks. 5 to the bride are the binding part of the
sagai betrothal.

The a<res at which marriages are ordinarily celebrated are for boys 
12 to 16, and for girls 7 to 11 years. The phera (circumlocution of the 
sacrificial file) ceremony of marriage is observed. I he bride goes to the 
bridegroom's house for a couple of days, then returns to her parents ; 
and the gauva (leave taking) ceremony is performed when the bride 
is about sixteen years old. Then she finally goes to the bridegroom. 
Consummation only takes place after the gmuia, also known as M:<hlawii.
When the bride's parents have no male children of their own, they
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sometimes arrange that the hrklegroom should live with them after 
his marriage. This is called ghar ja)nai.

Marriages can't take place in the father's and mother’s got of a 
boy.

No bride price is paid, nor does the custom of exchange of girls in 
marriage prevail among the Gwalas.

Dowry (da/ej) is given by the parents of the girl according to their 
means, ih e  bride retains her own name after marriage.

The distinctive ornaments of a married woman are Jhanjhar (anklets) 
ordinarily made of brass or bell metal-jphul).

9. Custom does not, ordinarily, permit a divorce, but if the husband «»«*•«. 
or the wife changes religion, divorce necessarily follows. I f  a husband 
deserts his wife or refuses to maintain her she applies to the punch, who 
consult the husband, and with his consent set the woman free, and she
can then choose her second husband. The marriage ceremony performed 
in such cases is that which is known as chdddar andazi. A. married 
woman who deserts her husband and misconducts herself is allowed to 
remarry on payment of a dand (fine) to the pancJ/ayat (see Siah lean). 
ih e  children, if any, remain with the father. A  divorced woman must 
not remarry within twelve months of her divorce.

10. A  man can only take a second wife, with the consent of his first Taverns. 
wife even if she be childless. I f  a man marries a second wife without
the consent of his first wife, he is ex-communicated ( hukd pdni band) 
from his biradri ; and the panch impose a fine on him. The punch 
can also Compel him to divorce his first wife and let her remarry if she 
w' desires. The cases of polygamy are very rare among the Gwalas, 
there being only two men (Chhotu and Parma) each of whom has two 
living wives. In both these cases, the first w’ives wero childless. In  
case of Parma, he abducted Eabo's wife, who became his second wife, 
he having paid compensation determined by the panchayat (see siatI- 
kati).

11. A. dewar, i.e., a younger brother of the deceased husband, who WUc*>. 
has no w ife of his own living, has the right to marry the brother’s 
widow. I f  there be no unmarried dewar or the unmarried dewar does
not want to marry the widow she can choose her second husband, 
according to caste rules ; but the husband she chooses*is required to nay 
as compensation, R«. 250. O f this rupees 50 are spent on feeding the 
bcradri (chiefly m  wine), and Rs. 200 are paid to the heirs of the deceased 
husband, the son or sons are entitled to receive this money, but if 
thue tie no sons the money is payable to the nearest male relative of the 
deceased husband, who also takes charge of the children if there be any of 
_ e ust. Husband; but un weaned children remain with the mother for 12 or 
iiil-p1011 - f f  no ,I,a>atenancc allowance is paid. On remarriage, a widow 

l ’ the property of her deceased husband only the
of ttif i h T T  jUln%  A  widow must not remarry within 12 months 
of a d d o w t  h  i -  fu St husbaml- The roamage O n io n y  in the ease ' 

a wu J  “  \n° Wn as M r  man who wishes to
her a new Slut of clothes, the wrapper or dupata 

must bt wlnte, the corners of wh.ch must be dyed in turmeric water, and
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a pair of jhanjlar (anklets) and in the presence of some men puts the 
wrapper on the widow. The biradri are then feasted. The Gwala 
feasts generally consist of wine only which is freely served to all 
present.

A  widow cannot take any active part in the ceremonies of marriage 
of other persons, and she is not allowed even to touch the clothes or 
ornaments which may have been prepared for the bride or the bride
groom, she being considered unlucky. She must not wear jhanjhar, 
nor apply sandur-vermilion to her many-hair parting.

Siahtari. 12. In  case of a virgin, there is apparently no punishment to the
girl's parents; but the seducer is made to pay a fine to the pane hay at and 
the girl is married to him by the phera ceremony.

In  the case of a betrothed girl, the seducer is made, by the punch, 
to pay dand (compensation) to the man to whom she was engaged, and 
is allowed to marry the girl. The amount of dand is determined by 
the panch according to the merits of each case ; and until it is paid the 
seducer and the girl's family remain excommunicated.

In  the case of a married woman, the seducer has to pay to the 
aggrieved husband Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 2 ,500 as compensation, and keeps the 
woman. Until the compensation is paid, the family of the seducer are 
excommunicated. I f  the man is poor, and cannot pay the amount 
himself, he asks for contributions from the members of his biradri.

About three years ago, Babo’s wife was abducted by Parma (section 
10) who had to pay Rs. 2,500 as compensation, of which the panchayat 
feasts cost about Rs. 700, the balance being paid to Babo.

I f  a widow is abducted, her heirs are entitled to a compensation 
(Rs. 200) and the biradri to Rs. 50 which are spent on drink. I f  a 
divorced woman is abducted, no compensation is demanded.

W hen a Gwala woman commits siah hari with a Hindu of any 
other caste than a Gwala, her husband pays a dand to the biradri, 
which varies from 5 to 100 rupees. I f  she commits siah kari with a « 
non-Hindu (Musalman, etc.) she must go to Hardwar (Ganges) to be 
purified ; on her return the panch assemble and impose a dand on her 
which varies from Rs. 150 to Rs. 200. Until the dand is paid, the.faimly 
is excommunicated. On payment of the dand, the biradii is - reconciled 
and the woman lives in peace with her husband.

It  is admitted that the morality o f the Gwala women is very lo w ; 
the husbands connive at the misconduct of their women, and the biradri 
only intervenes when & flagrant case comes to their notice.

In  the feasts that are held at the expense of delinquents, all male 
members of the community (even boys five years old) are invited, and 
country liquor is served. W om en do not join these feasts.

I’cmekayai- 13, There is no regular panchay at of Gwalas iu Q uetta; hut grey
ben ids ai 1 men of means are recognised as elders {panch). \v hen a 
dispute or a social offence has to be decided, all the male members of the 
community arel invited, and their opinion obtained. It is credit
able to this community that very few, if any, of theii cases come befoit 

<. the courts. Thft severest punishment which the punch can impose, is the
excommunication— known as hv.ka pam band. W hen a person or a

• c0,>x
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family is placed under this ban, no member of the community would 
associate with them, dine, drink, or smoke with them, and would not 
even help them in carrying their dead to the cremation ground.
This punishment is inflicted in serious cases such as :—

(i) Si ah Jcari.
(« )  Eating food, or smoking hukka with a person of prohibited

castes.

(Hi) Associating with a person br family who has been excom
municated.

(tv) Eating J/iaika meat.

(v) Itefusal to pay debts which have been judged as due, by tbe
p  anch.

(»t) Refusal to pay the (land imposed by the pane//.
14. Like all other Hindus, the Gwalas consider cow as a sacred #««•«* ...-inait, 

animal.

15. A  wife has life interest in the property of her husband, and ivhmfmcr, etc. 
grown up and married sons cannot claim a share of the property so long
as the mother is living. O n her death or remarriage, the property 
devolves on the sons, all of whom have equal share. Unmarried girls 
are entitled to maintenance.

The custom of adoption prevails; the boy adoptedmust be a near 
relative— son of a brother or of an uncle.

N o. I I I .

Hindustani Hindu Dhobis.

Notes on some of the customs of Hindustani Hindu Dhobis residing 
in the town and Cantonment of Quetta (verified and attested on the 
29 th July 1918.)

The information has been furnished by the following leading m en;__h.jormmu.
1. China, 6on of Baidu, resident of M eerut;
2. Kalian, son of Puran, of A gra ;
8 . Jawah&r Lall, eon of Parsadi of A g ra ;
4. Gajadhar} son of Kishen of Sitapur; and
5. Balli, son of Lahori, of Kangra.

■i ^ ese ^ ve (nen kve in the town. The leading" men among the 
lMiobis of the Cantonments are: Chaudhris Mullu, Dval (Stall:

Kalufafcd D ev T ^  (L al Kurti) '  Pat KauriA  Narain (Top Khaua),

• are about two hundred families of the Hindustani Dhobis
M w .  U 7 m aud Cantonments; of these two families are of ***■
h W  d v, °<T f n 1! Iuldela-. and the rest are Haid to be Kanuujia. In 

T 1 80 th«y known as ja l  pao/^r Klmtri.
iho Kauaujia consider themselves superior, and do not interdine or
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intermarry with the Marwari or the Bundela. They do not seem to 
recognise any other sub-castes.

Religion. 3. ]3y religion they are Hindus of the orthodox (Sanatan Dharama)
S c h o o lth e y  believe in the Hindu sacred books, and  ̂sacred places, 
and worship, in Quetta, at the temples of Pani iNath (<Togi) and Mahabir 
(Hanuman). They have no separate place of worship of their own.
The binding oath is that on the Ganga.

The dead bodies of unmarried persons (males and females) are, 
irrespective of their ages, buried in a burial ground which is within the 
Cantonment limits, while those of married persons (and of widowers and 
widows) are cremated and the ashes and bones thrown in the Quetta 
L oh ra.' Unlike other Hindus, these Dhobis do not send the bones 
(phul) to Ganges at Hardwar. Mourning is observed for three days , 
and on the 18th day a feast is given to the birad'ri and the family of 
the deceased is then considered ceremoniously pure. U ntil this 
ceremony (known as ter wan•) is performed, the family does not inter'., me 
or smoke with other families. The terwan feast is only given in the 
case of persons who had been married (including widows and widowers) 
and consists of pun, dahi, and vegetables ; and country liquor is also 
freely served. Females also join this feast, but take their food after 
the men have eaten.

The kirya is also performed in consultation with a Brahman, generally 
on the 10th or 11th day after death. Like all Hindus they perform 
annual shradh for their dead.

Wood and drink. 4 . The Dhobis eat meat of sheep and goats, and also eat fish, but they 
do not eat fowls, eggs or pork. The meat eaten is halal, but there is 
no caste objection to eating Jhatkd. Men drink wine and some smoke 
tobacco, and the women are not supposed to drink, but some of the old 
women take to hukka smoking. Dhobis would not eat kachi (food 
cooked in water) from the hands of members of any other castes, but they 
would eat pakki that is sweets, puns, etcetera, cooked in /hi.

Language. 5. The language spoken is Hindustani; none of the Dhobis can
read and write.

Occupation. 6. The occupation followed is that of washing and cleaning clothes j a
Hindu Dhobi has no scruples in washing clothes for Musalmans and 
Christians, but he will not wash for sweepers and other untouchable 
castes. Donkeys are kept for carrying clothes to ghats— washmg places.
W hen the work is done piecemeal, the wages vary from 12 to ib  
clothes per rupee; and when Dhobis take private service in a family 
for the whole time they are paid monthly from 20 to 3o ; some or the 
Dhobis earn as much as Rs. 60 per mensem by washing for more than 
one small European family, and charging Rs. 8 to Rs. 14 per month 
■f.-om each family. The women do all the household work, assist m  
drying, ironing, etc. of clothes, taking clothes to the families, taking food 
to the men at the ghats; but those who have male relatives fit for work 
do not do the actual washing.

7. The mothe' is considered ceremoniously impure for 1| months; 
at. the end of twelve days she has her first bath, when she begins to do 
jjer household work. On the 40tb day, she has the final bath, when
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' x i! ^ m e m b e rs  of the liradri are feasted. The children are named on the day 

of the birth in consultation with a Brahman. The names given are 
those common among Hindus such as Bhaghwan Dass, Hem  Raj,
Kalyan Dass for boys, and Ganga Devi, Narain Devi for girls. But 
some of the names are peculiar such as Ghisa, and Husaini for men 
and Dallo for women.

The tonsure ceremony (Mundan) is performed, both of girls and 
boys, at the age of l i  months, at the temple of Pani Nath. The 
Dhobis do not wear Janeo (sacred thread).

8. The father has the right to give his daughter in marriage; in BdrcOai a»i 
the absence of father, his near male relatives, and when no such marrias{- 
relatives exist, the mother can give away her daughter in marriage.
The betrothals [sagat) are arranged through the Chaudhris or leading 
men. A  Chaudhri interviews the father or guardian of the girl and 
of the boy and obtains their consent. Having done this, the Chaudhri 
invites the leading men of the biradn and the fathers or guardians of 
both parties, when the betrothal is announced and the ceremony of 
jiiyala piyali is performed. This consists of presentation, in the 
presence of the leading men of the liradri, by the girl’ s father, of a 
white turban and one rupee to the boy’ s father, and their exchanging 
cups of wine. After this ceremony, a suitable day is fixed, when the 
boy’s father invites leading men of the biradn, and by their hand 
sends to the girl a hash (silver necklace) and sweets worth about two 
rupees, wffiich Being accepted by the girl’ s father render the 
betrothal binding. The bridegroom’s father presents rupees five to the 
panel and these are used in drink.

Marriages do not take place in the father’ s and mother’s gofs. The 
ages of girls and boys, at marriage, vary from 5 to 12 and 7 to 14 
years respectively among the well-to-do people, while among the people 
of ordinary means girls and boys are seldom married below the ages of 
20 and 25 when they are fit to take the duties and responsibilities of 
householders. In the former case the bride does not go to her husband’s 
home until she reaches the age of puberty. The date of marriage is 
fixed by a Brahman, and the binding part of the ceremony is the 
seven phera circumlocution round the sacrificial fire. The Brahman who 
officiates at marriage is paid a fee of Re. lj- by the bridegroom.
Respectable and well-to-do people consider it derogatory to accept bride 
price, but among the poorer people it is generally demanded and paid,

/ the amount varying from Rs. 30 to Rs. 100. The bride’ s father gives 
dowry according to his means. The Dhobi women do not wear a 
nose ring (which among some of the Hindu castes is considered the 
distinctive mark of a married woman), but the ornaments specially 
worn by a married woman are the churis (bracelets) and toe rings, 
fhe married woman applies sendur to the many (hair parting) and mast 

to her teeth— which custom does not permit a widow to use. The girl 
retains her parental name after the marriage.

The marriage expenses vary : the brides’ party spending from Its 80  
to Its. 30U and the bridegrooms from Rs. 100 to Rs. 500 according to . 
their means.
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^E'f<v. 9. A  woman can be divorced for misconduct, or when she deserts
her husband. The divorce can be effected in consultation, and with 
the approval, of the panchayat to whom the husband pays Rs. 12. 
as penalty known among the Dhobis as ChJundli. Out of the 
12 rupees, a small amount is paid to the Nai (barber) who summons 
the panch and serves them when assembled, and larger portion is spent 
by the biradri on drink.

A  married woman wrho has no children and whose husband proves 
to  be impotent can obtain divorce by applying to the panchayat, and 
she can be remarried. The woman, who is divorced, can only take with 
her the clothes she is wearing, and has no right to any clothes, ornaments 
or utensils which may have been presented to her by her parents at her 
wedding or given her by the husband.

Ptijgany. 10. Polyuamv is not prohibited by custom, though in practice it is
rare. There are” at present two cases among the Dhobis; Kalu and 
Dibbn (Devi) each of whom has two living wives.

Wiicmt. 11, Remarriage of widow's (rand) is permitted; the dewar
(younger brother) having the first claim to the widow's, hand, 
but a widow must in no' case marry an eld§r brother (Jeth) 
of her deceased husband. I f  there be no dewar, or if the dewar 
does not want to marry the widow, she can, subject to caste re
strictions, choose her own husband, and in such a case the heirs 
of tho deceased husband can claim compensation— which is ordi
narily half " f  the money expended by the husband on the marriage 
and which varies from Rs. 100 to Rs. 400. The children, if any, remain 
with the heirs of the first husband.

The marriage ceremony of a widow is simple. The intended 
husband invites half a dozen leading men, feeds them ; then he goes 
to the widow's home with a suit of clothes, sweets worth about 2 
rupees, some rice and dal. These he presents to the widow, who 
puts on the new clothes, and comes home with him. The husband then 
pays Rs. 18 to the panchayat which are spent on drinks. The rite of 
widow remarriage is known as dharona.

There has been one case of widow remarriage, recently in Quetta,
Babu Lai, Dhobi, married the widowed daughter of Nanwa with the 
consent of-her mother.

kari. 12. I f the parties be both Dhobis, the custom is as follows

,V, In the case of a virgin, the nahkar pays a dand of Rs. 60  
and the parents of the girl pay Rs. 1 8 , This is 
called chhinala. O f the 18 rupees 12 are spent on feast 
by men and Rs. G by the women of the biradri. 

if,) | Q the case of a betrothed girl, the dand payable is the 
same as for a virgin, but in addition to tbe dand, the 
seducer has to repay to the man to whom the girl was 
betrothed the expense.• incurred on the iShyoi-betrothal. 

rc\ In, the case of a married woman, the seducer has to repay 
the husband the expenses incurred by him on the marriage,
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and he and the husband of woman each pays to the biradri 
a dand of Rs. 18. The husband can still keep the woman 
if he likes.

In  the above three cases the seducer cannot marry the girl or the 
woman seduced, but she can be married to someone else.

(d) In the case of a widow the seducer pays the panchayat a 
fine of Rs. 18 and keeps the woman.

I f  a Dhobin commits Siah kari with a man of another caste, and 
the case is not taken to a court, the woman is forgiven her first 
offence, by payment of a dand of Rs. 18 to the panchayat, but on 
the commission of a second such offence, she must be divorced by her 
husband and excommunicated from the biradri. I f  the husband still 
wishes to keep the woman he too would be excommunicated. I f  in 
the case of the first offence, the offender be non-Hindu, the husband 
of the woman has to pay the usual fine (R ■ ■ 18), also pay to a 
Brahman for reciting for him the story from a Sacred book known 
as the katha of Sat N(train, keep fast and feast the biradri.

The charge of Siah kari cannot bo admitted and the customary 
punishment awarded, unless supported by the evidence of two eje- 
witnesses who must be Dhobis.

(e) I f  a Hindu Dhobi commits Siah kari with a non-Hindu
woman, he has to pay a dand of Rs. IS  and has to perform
the katha, etc., mentioned above.

13. Panchayat. There are certain men who are recognised by the 
biradri ag their leading men and are known as the Chauahris, but 
when a panchayat is held all male members of the community, above 
the age of five years, join. The panchayat has a meeting place, which 
is hired, a servant, generally a Nai, is kept, who summons the members 
when necessary and furniture and cooking utensils for feasts of 
the biradri are provided. The following are the sources of income of 
the panchayat:—  ^  ^

(1) Fees paid on the birth of a son . . . . .  . • 7 0 0
(2) Ditto of a daughter . . • ' • . 3 0 0
(3) Fees paid by the bridegroom's party on betrothal . . . 6 0 0
(4) Fees paid on marriages : —

* By bridegroom’s party—
For male members of the biradri . . . . 13 0 0
For female ditto . • • . 7 0 0

By the bride’s party :—
For male members of the biradri • • • . 6 8 0
For female ditto • • • . 3 8 0

(6) On the death of a married person male or female . • . 6 0 0
(6) Band or fine imposed for various social offences . • •

The income thus derived is spent chiefly on feasts t.o the panchayat, 
in maintaining the place where the biradri hold iheir meetings, in
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charities to Sadhus, and in the cremation or burial of indigent persons 
among the. Dhobis.

14. The pancliayat deals with petty civil and criminal cases be
tween the members of the community and enforces its awards by 
moral pressure. Anyone who refuses to abide by the panchayat award 
is excommunicated (hukka pani land). The [panchayat imposes dand 
in the following cases : —

(a) For unintentionally smoking the hukka of an inferior caste,
Rs. 2 to Rs. 5.

(i) For the first offence of intentionally smoking hukka of 
an inferior caste, dand as in (a) ; also hatha of Sat Narain.
For a second such offence the offender must be ex
communicated.

(c) A  Dhobi or Dhobin committing siah kari with a member
of an inferior caste— first offence Rs, IS.

(d) For unnecessarily giving oath to a Dhobi Rs. 5.
8«erti ohjttu. 15. Dhobis, like all other Hindus, hold cow as sacred. A  Dhobi 

must not cut a green pipal, or a fig tree, nor must he pluck off the 
plant a Lauki, Kasiphal or laingan.

Adoption. 16. The custom of adoption is recognised, the hoy to he adopted
must be a near relative, brother's or uncle’s son. The adopted son 
(palak beta) has the same rights as the real son. .—

No. IV .

M IS C E L L A N E O U S  P U R B IA  M E N IA L  C A S T E S.

Note on some o f  the Customs o f  the Menial Fur ha  Castes 
(13th August 1918).

These notes deal mainly with the following Purbia Menial Castes, 
found in Quetta, chiefly among the private servants of British Officers.
I  have also added brief notes about Pasis (another Purbia caste) and 
the Mochis of Kathiawar who are residing in Quetta.

Mormwu, 1. Bedesi Ram, son of Jagu Ram, Jeswara of Jaunpur,
2. Jamedar Behari, son of Ramchand, Jeswara of Jaunpur.
3. Shiv Charan, son of Saifu, Jeswara of Jaunpur.
4 Sheobalak, sun of Sukhlal, Jeswara of Azarnpur.
5. Beni, sod of Bhola, Jeswara of Azarnpur.

6 . Budhai, son of Bechu, Kori of Sultanpur.
7. Devi, son of Bhinda, Kori of Sultanpur.
H. Ilanunman son of Sukhai, Kori of Pariabgarh.
9 . Panohu, son of Badal, Kori of Sultanpur.

1U. Runmn, son ôf Siri Ram, Koli of Agra.
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11. Gapu, son of Bansi, Kori Ghagbarpal, of Gonda.
12. Hanu, son of Ganeslii, Beswara Kori of Rai Bareily.

Besides the Jeswara and other castes there are Hindustani Mochis, 
whose leading men in Quetta are :—

13. Mangal Ram, son of Badal Ram, Beswara of Unati ;
14. Bachu Lall, son of Basgat Ram, Dhusia of Benares ;
15. Phalli, son of Nanda Ram, Jeswara of Jallundhar;
16. Tufaoi, son of Bhada Ram, Dhusia of M eerut;
17. Tuli Ram, son of Siv Barat, Dhusia of Rawalpindi; and
18. Kalii, Dhusia of Benares.

2. The approximate number of families of these castes, in the Families. 
Quetta town and Cantonments is as follows

Jeswara [ . , . . . . . . . 4 0  families.
Kori of Saltanpur . . . . . . . .  40 „

.. A g r a ............................................................................. 10 „
„  Partapgarli . . . . . . . 10 „

K o l i ..................................................  10 „
Gliagharpal (Kori) . . . . . . .  11 „
Beswara (Kori) . . . . . . . .  100 „
Ivhatik . . . . . . . .  4* • »*

Mochis (of various castes) 50 families comprising about 125 persons 
(including females and children).

Each of these castes is self-contained, that is to say the members of 
each caste intermarry and interdine only within the caste; even the 
Koris of Sultanpur do not intermarry or dine with the Koris of Agra.
The only thing common among them is the wane. W hen a general 
panchayat of the castes is assembled, w ine is served, but each caste 
must have their own glasses, failing w ln u they must drink with their 
hands (holding the two hand together,, pouring wine in them and then 
drink), but they must, not use the glass of another caste. Similarly the 
members of different castes may smoke eh Hum (earthenj bowl of the 
hukka, in which tobacco is placed), but must not use the hvhka of 
another caste.

Some of the Koris would eat Kachi food (cooked in water) from the 
Lands of Brahmans and other superior castes; and all would eat 
sweat meats made by Hindu confectioners in the bazar.

rQ 3 - T te  majority of these Purbias are H ^ d u s of the orthodox class 
(Sanatanists), worship God, by the name of Shiv Narain, and har e a 
sacred book of them own which is called the Granth. It  is also know n 
*3r the pbam GiMith or Anyas which is said to have been composed by 
M um  Vlas. It  m m  Hindi. They also believe in some of the Hindu 
sacied books— Raniayan, Mahabarat and Bhagwat. These Turbins have 
a place<oi worship (Gmdv,era)' of their own in the Gharibahad'street 
(near the old maudir oi the Arya Samaj) where au image of llanunmfin



' is stuck up in the wall in the verandah, and the Granth (the sacred
hook) is kept in an inner room under a canopy, and there is an Udasi 
Sadhu (a sect of Hindu ascetics) in charge. The headquarters of their- 
cult or the big Gvrdwara is at Sasna Bahadurpur, Post Office Belthia 
Road, District Balia in the United Provinces where there is said to be 
a large number of Sadhus well versed in the religious lore. The head 
priest is Bawa Sant Sewak Ram Muhant Mulki. Ordinarily they take 
oath by repeating Ram Ram, but in the settlement of disputes an oath 
taken in the Gurdwara standing before the Granth is cousidered decisive 
and binding.

One of the Mochis, Mangal Ram professes to be a follower of the 
Vedic Dharama i.e. Arya Samajist.

They have an initiation ceremony, known as Gurdharana (accepting 
a Guru or spiritual guide) both for males and females which can be 
performed any time, even when a child is 40 days old. I t  consists of 
imparting, by the Guru, to the disciple of a sacred text {Gnrmavtra) and 
feeding the poor and Sadhus, which feast costs from Rs. 5 to Rs. 50.
In the case of infants this mantar is breathed in the ear by the Gum.
The mantar is one and the same for all disciples, which is kept strictly 
secret. The Guru gives each disciple a certificate of initiation, known as 
the panam a, which contains instructions for the guidance of the 
disciple. From this secrecy of the initiation ceremony outsiders conclude 
that the cult is a branch of the Bam Mdrag.

The dead bodies of those who have been initiated ( Gurudharan or 
Gurtnukfi) are buried while those of uninitiated are cremated, and bones 
{phu l) sent to Hardwar. They used the Hindu .burning ground 

' {marghat) before, but the place being overcrowded, they have now been
pjv.n  a separate burial ground in the Cantonments close to the Cattle 
Slaughter Yard. Bodies to be cremated are still taken to the common 
Hindu burning ghat. The Sadhu— or in his absence an elder of the
,.a.qe__recites certain mantras from the Granth and the body is then laid
in the grave, and covered with earth.

The fan/a ceremony for the dead is performed on the 13th day, when 
Sadhus are'fed, and the family of the deceased are then ceremoniously 
pure. There is again an offering of cooked food in the name of the 
deceased at the end of 1£ months {tin pah hi), six months (chhimasi) 
and txvelve months {haras pati or rati), the whole of the biradri being 
feasted on the haraspati day. Some of the members of these castes 
perform Shradh annually for their dead ancestors— when one or more 
Brahmans are fed. This is called larkki. Ordinarily no marriages are 
celebrated for twelve months in a family in which there has been a death 
of an adult male, but if a son or a calf be bom in the house.within the 
twelve months (the period of mourning;, a marriage may he celebrated.

Peed <rni drink. 4. They both (males and females) eat meat of goats and sheep, also 
fish, but do not eat fowls, eggs, ducks, and the flesh of hare. The 
klocluV however, do not object to eat fowls, eggs and pork, but would 
not eat ducks. Men drink wine and some of the women to o ; some 
»iso smoke hvkka, and have no caste prejudices against the use of other 
intoxicants such as bhang, chants und gang a.

f ( 1 ) i  18 < S L
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Men who work as khansamah (cooks) and kUtmatgan do not object 

to handle beef, pork, fowls, etcetera, which they cook for their masters.
A t the dinners (khana) given to the brotherhood, two kinds of food 

(meals) are recognised, one being known as the kachi and the other as 
pakki. The kachi meal consists generally of rice, dull, meat, vegetables 
— cooked in ‘water; while the pakki consists of pur is, etcetera, baked in 
gin. The members of a particular caste would eat kachi food among 
themselves only; but thepakki food prepared by a member of another 
caste might be partaken.

Those who have taken a vow of bhagti (and are known as Bhagats—  
devotees) abstain from wine and live on vegetarian food.

5. The language spoken is Hindustani, also known as Brij Blnisha; 
and some of them can read and write the Nagri script of which there 
are two different kinds one being known as the Nagri and other as 
Kaithi. Their correspondence is generally carried on in the Nagri 
characters. Some of the Mochis can read and write Urdu also, and a 
few of them speak English. Four of the Moehi boys are attending the 
Sandemau High School.

fi. The ordinay occupation in which the Purbias are engaged is Occupy™*. 
domestic service of European officers :—

Jeswaras . Work as syces, cooks, beavers and kliitmatgam.
Koris . . V. ork as syces but do not take service as cooks and

bearers; somo among the Koris would not servo as 
syces. -

Gliagbarpals . Work as syces, but in their own country arc mostly 
weavers, and some are engaged in agriculture.

Beswara Koris . Do not take service as syces, bearers, etc., but serve ns 
diapnuis, ckaukidars, malis; and some have shops 
tor selling tobacco, pan, etc.

Kolis . . Are cooks, and
Kliatiks . . Work as syces; rear pigs and poultry.

Some of the Jeswaras are blacksmiths, and some of the Koris and 
Beswaras sell atta, dull, g/n, etc., and also pans. Kolis make ropes.

'  In pre-war days the ordinary wages of syces, cooks, M il mat ants 
bearers and malts were Bs. 1 2, Its. 18 to Ks. 20, Its IS Its 1 (; a„ j  

, 12> respectively, but since the war their wages have near! v ' doubled 
and even at these double rates it is, at times, difficult to obtain good 
servants in Quetta. b

1 he Mm Ins are engaged in making new hoots and repairing old 
B mi n0t ta,n tllie Ieather themselves, but import it from
f / T  and other ,Plaoes- They. would not touch kacha
ch'.una Judes) of any animal. Though Hindus by religion and strict 
in then observance of caste prejudices, the Mochis have no scruples in

excent thatUuf „ ^  (deluding cows and buffaloes*,
L  ° at' T,he " ‘tnngement of this rule 'use of the skin of

caste iT e  ^ m 7 nSOr a pf  a tie‘S uU<;k M excommunication from the 
L  onH, ,1 to h l n  I1?tJ en8r m!y ass)st in the trade, and than work 
is confined to household duties. These Modus consider the Sab or



20 iSL
stone (si1)  on which they work as sacred, possessing as they hold 
miraculous properties, and a representation of "V ishv Karma (the heavenly 
artificer). Before the day’s work is begun, this sil must be washed and 
its blessings invoked ■, and to step over it is considered a sacrilege. The 
wages of a Mochi vary, according to his skill, from As. 8 to Rs. 2 
a day.

Sira. 7. The mother is considered ceremoniously impure for thirteen days
on the birth of a son and for twelve days on the birth of a daughter.
She takes hath on the 12th or 13th day and liraclri are feasted.

Among the Mochis, the mother is considered pure on the sixth day 
of child birth (clihati) when she has her first bath; and on the 12th day 
she has the second bath known as the Barwan.

The children are named, among Beswaras and the Mochis on the 
day of birth, and among other castes on the sixth day (chhati) in con
sultation with a Brahman, v’hen wine is served to the members of the 
biraclri who are invited. It costs about Its. 25 in the case of a son, but 
in the case of a daughter the expense is much less as fewer guests are 
invited.

The bari is held on the 12th day, when the guests are again invited, 
in a larger number, each guest makes some present to the child, it may 
be a piece of cloth, some clothes, or trinket, and wine is served. The 
cost varies from Rs. 10 to Rs. 100 according to the means of the family.

The tonsure (Mundan,) ceremony must be performed on the bari day, 
or at any other suitable time within six months of the child’s birth- 
Near relatives are feasted on the occasion. Among the Mochis, however, 
there is no particular time fixed for the Mundan, and it may be per
formed any time.

...... r < ,:,0 8 . The father, and in the absence of father, the mother has the
marr"oc- right to give a girl in marriage. In case of a boy, the duty of finding

a wife for him devolves, in the absence of his father, on his uncle or 
other male relatives, the consent of the mother being also necessary.

Among the Mochis, the mother of a father less girl cannot give 
her in marriage without the consent of her deceased husband s male .
relatives.

Preliminary enquiries are made through the elders of the community 
and when the betrothal has been arranged some of the leading men 
assemble, and the girl’ s father or guardian presents one rupee (or more if 
he likes) to the boy. This is called barackhia and renders the betrothal 
binding.

Among the Mochis, the boy’ s father with some of the leading men 
of his biradri, go to the girl’ s father, who serves them with wine, and 
presents to the boy’ s father a glass of wine in which he places one rupee.
The boy’s father drinks the wine and takes the rupee. This is called
pig Hi a piyali.

Marriages cannot take place in the mother’ s and father’s got. The 
day of marriage is .fixed in consultation with a Brahman, and the 
binding portion of the ceremony is the seven pheras round the sacrificial 
fire under the guidance of a Brahman who recites certain uaored texts.



» ( f )}) ( f i T

Strictly according to the sacred books in which these castes, like most of 
the Sanatanists, believe, the girls must be married when under 12. years 
of age preferably under seven, and the boys may be a couple of years 
older; but the bride generally does not go to the husband’ s home until 
she has completed 12 years of age, when she finally takes leave of her 
parents, the ceremony being known as the ganna. But in these days of 
kali yug (the Iron Age) the dictates of religion are conveniently over
looked, and girls are generally married when they have attained puberty 
— and are fit to keep a home. Most of the people now take bride price, 
the amount of which varies from Its. 40 to Its, 400, but some well-to-do 
parents don’t accept a price for their daughters given in marriage. The 
Mochis, however, allege that among them even a poor man would 
consider it derogatory to accept a price for the hand of his daughter.
Such marriages are known as dharam (free gift). The system of ex
change of girls in marriage (guldwat) does not prevail among these castes.

A t the wedding, the bridegroom has to present the following clothes, 
etcetera, to the bride— this is known as c/iardwa.

_  Value Rs.
A suit of clotlics, consisting of a dhoti and a kurta . . 6
Itasli or Silver necklace . . . . . . 5 to 15
Han;d (rui oo or 8-anna pieces stringed together in a silk thread)

12 pieces . . . . . . . . . 6 to 12
5 anklets of brass . . . . . . . . 0
Ear-rings ( bali ) . . . . . . . .  2

The relatives of the bride, who are invited to the wedding, make her 
presents of cash, clothes, ornaments, etc., to which the father must add 5 
cooking pots, clothes worth about Rs. 25 and ornaments Rs. 40 to 
Rs. 50. A ll these are handed over to the bride and are known as the 
dahej or dowry. The distinctive mark of a married woman is the sandur 
applied to her many— hair parting. A  widow ceases to use this mark.
A ny clothes dyed in indigo would not be used by males or females 
among the Mochis.

9, Polygamy is permitted by custom, but it is in rare cases that a puygamf. 
man takes more than one wife. The second wife is generally a widow,
or divorced woman who is married according to chadar andazi system and 
is known as Udheri as distinguished from biyahata— married according 
to the phera rites.

Mangel Mochi has two wives living, one of them was the widow 
of bis elder brother Dukhia.

the custom of these castes does not permit a man marrying two 
sisters. ,«»

10. Except the Dhobis, other castes allege that they do not recognise j w «. 
divorce. Among the Mochis, however, a husband may divorce his wife
for proved misconduct, and a childless wife may claim a divorce on tho 
ground ot her husband proving impotent and obtain it through tho 
panchayat. A  divorced woman can be remarried, by the phera rite if 
the man marrying her- has no other wife liv.ng, but if he has already a 
wrfe then the marriage with a divorced woman will he performed by the 
S a ra m a  ceremony 1 wo instances are given: about seven years ago, 
feham Lall s wife obtained a divorce through the panchayat on* the

■ G° ^ x
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ground that her husband was impotent, and she was married to Sham 
Laths younger brother. About four years ago : Kalihs dharauna wife 
(remarried widow) was divorced for misconduct, and her seducer paid to 
Kalu Es. 30 as compensation. A  Dhobi can divorce his wife for miscon
duct with the consent of the panchayat.

WidoK. 11. Eemarriage of widows is practised. The younger brother
(deioaf) of the deceased husband has the first claim to the widow’ s 
hand, but if he does not wish to maintain her, she can choose a 
husband with the consent of the heirs of her deceased husband, and 
can he married after four days of the death of her first husband among 
Mochis, and after six months among other castes. The marriage cere
mony is known as the Dharauna. The man who proposes to marry the 
widow, goes with some leading men to the widow*s house, where they 
are entertained. Then he presents her a new suit of clothes and a white 
chadar, four corners of which are dipped in turmeric water, -and brings 
her home. Here he holds the marriage feast to whiAi he invites his 
near relatives only. The cost of such a marriage is within 50 Rupees; 
it mav be less. The children, if any, remain with the heirs of tho 
deceased husband. Out of the property of her deceased husband the 
widow can, on re-marriage, take with her only the clothes she is wearing.

&: hicari. 12, W hen  the'parties belong to the same caste, tin  penalties for siah
kart among the Purbia castes, except the Mochis are the following

(a) In case of a virgin, her seducer pays compensation to her 
parents and the gii l is married to him. The amount of 
this da ltd is fixed by the panchayat in each case and it 
varies from E s. 200 to Es. 400.

(h) In  case of a betrothed girl, the seducer pays to the panchayat 
a dan A of 11s. 22 ami the girl is married to the man to 
whom she was betrothed.

re\ In case of a married woman, the seducer pays a (land of 
ID  22 to the panchayat and the woman remains with her 
husband. B ut if she chooses to live with her seducer, the 
husband is paid compensation which is ordinarily Es.
120. In  such cases the consent of the panchayat to tlie 
woman’ s marriage with her seducer is necessaiy and no 
further (land (fine) is levied.

(cl) In  case of a widow, the seducer pays no fine, but has to 
give a feast to the biradn and marries the-w idow  accord
ing to dharauna rite.

(A I f  a married woman of one caste commits siah kari with a
’ ' man of another caste, the money spent by the husband on 

the marriage is paid back to him by the seducer, who keeps 
the woman and has to give a feast to the buadiu  But 
if either the man or the woman refuses to have the case 
settled bv panchayat, the case is taken to a court foi 
settlement.
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A m ong the Moehis there have heen the following cases :—

A n  unmarried daughter (mikia) of Ilazari Moclii rim away 
with some one to Karachi,.and after some time came hack 
herself. The case was referred to the panel ay at, Hazari 
was made to pay the panchayat a da, <1 of Its. 20 give 
one kac/ii and onepakki meal (S. 4) to the biradn and the 
girl was married to Sant .Bakhsli. Similar treatment would, 
it is stat sd, be accorded in the case of a betrothed girl, 
the girl, however, would be married to the man to whom 
she was engaged if he does not object. Hazards second 
daughter, who was married to Pamai, misconducted herself 
when living with her parents, who were made to pay a 
dand of Its. 35 and give one pakki and one kachi meal 
to the biradri and the woman was divorced by her husband.

13. Each caste has its own panchayat, but when an important TamUyaU 
matter is in dispute, or in which members of more than one caste are 
concerned a mixed ojrgeneral panchayatis held to which leading men 
of all the castes come.

the panchayat has a warnin' of their own in Quetta, where a 
Sadliti is maintained, the members of various castes pay monthly sub
scriptions towards its support, varying from annas 2 to 8 per month. On 
'Basant Panchmai day, a ,iela (fair) is held in the viandir and special 
subseiiplions are mised for charities. These special subscriptions 
sometimes amount to as much as 500 rupees. A  Kltazanchi (treasurer) 
appointed by the panchayat keeps the money ami the accounts and 
an annual contribution is sent to the head mandtr in Balia after 
the Basant Panchmai festival.

The panchayat deals with petty criminal and civil cases of the 
biradn, and punishes with dand the various social offences. These 
panchayats also settle such of the more serious disputes as muv lie 
reteried to them by the courts. The principal social offences are :—

(?) Taking food from the hands of a member o f another caste.

(“ ) Drinking liquor in the glass from which a member of 
another caste has drunk.

(***’) Smoking hnkka of a member of another caste.
(in) Cases of St ah kari.

The dand in these cases varies according to the seriousness of 

btrad n 1106 and the m° ney is SI>Cnt 0,1 lKluor hY the

W t e h T ' V f  llf? dman' j',1s,dtl'n.g' a woman of the biradri,
5  obst™ ĉ ve 111 tke discussions of the panchayat and 

el using to abide by the decisions of the panchayat.
(rri If a man kills a cat, or a cow, a cow when tethered dies in his 

house, he is required to take a pilgrimage to Ilardwar, 
and on return has to feed some Brahmans and his own 
eastern on, and also pay a Brahman for the recitation of
the hatha ol Sat Bartini.

- ‘ Gô \
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The punishment which is ordinarily awarded by the panchayat 
for social offences consists of a (land (fine) which is spent 
on drinks; giving one or more Jcachi or paJcJci meals to the 
liradri, feeding a number of Brahmans, and in serious 
offences a pilgrimage to Hardwar, and stopping the use 
of hu/clca.

W hen a Jcachi meal is given the members of the delinquents' 
caste alone would ordinarily partake of it, and members of other castes 
attending the feast would be given sitla— or the food stuffs (atIn, rice, 
dall, phi, etc.) which they would cook themselves. But if paJcki 
meal cooked by a Brahman or a halwai is provided all castes would 
partake of it.

Sacred Objects. 14. Cow is considered sacred ; and so are the p i pal, artjir and bohai 
trees which must never be cut when green. These castes also do not 

„ .pluck kasi pkal off the plant, but have no objection to eat it. A s - 
already mentioned (section 5) the Mochis hold the sil on w hich they 

■ work as sacred.
Adcfhcn. 15. The custom of adoption (dharam beta, pvs put, or le palak)

prevails ; a boy of the near relatives such as brother, uncle, etc., _ or one 
belonging to the same got, being adopted. H e has the same rights as 
the real sons. Ilulasi Beswara has recently adopted his brother's (Kali 
Din's) son, w'ho is 15 years old.

inheritance. 16. It is alleged that a widow inherits the property of her deceased
husband even to the exclusion of sons, but if she squanders the property,

*the panchayat can intervene, and allot her a maintenance allowance, 
the property being handed over to the sons.

Am ong the Mochis, however, it is the sons w'ho inherit, the widow 
and daughters being entitled to maintenance, so long as they are 
unmarried. The sons of a dharauna wife, however, only receive one- 
fourth of the share which the son of a liyahta wife would get.

p ajs 17. There are about one hundred Pasis in Quetta whose principal

castes a re :—

1. Baora.-.i,

2. Gujar,
3. Bachar,
4. Kainthwas,
5 . Kaspasia, or Rajpasia.,
6 . Gkarsainta or Ilorak, and

7. Baoria.

Castes Nos. 1 and 2 intermarry and interdine among themselves, 
but not with the other castes and their leading men are Ishwari,
Baorasi; Durga, Matan, Ori, and Chman Gujars. The remaining live 
castes are considered to be socially inferior to Baorasi and Gujar, but 
they are also exclusive and intermarry and interdine among their respec
tive castes only. Their chief occupation is agriculture and gardening, 
and they would not engage in menial services— such as syces, cooks, etc.

>--------- x  • *
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A ll the seven castes consider themselves much superior to the Koris, 
etcetera, dealt with in these notes, and would not oven drink water from 
the hands of members of these castes.

These men generally lives alone in Quetta and do not bring their 
families with them.

18, There are live families of these Mochis in the Quetta town ; all TVKathiiwar 
of the Sochi sub-caste and their leading men are Jadu Jetha, Dhanjee 
Ranchhor, Devjee Premjee, and Palljee Anjee :—

They profess to be Hindus of Santan Dharma, and believe in 
Bhagwat Gita and other Hindu sacred books. A n  oath on the 
Bhagwat Gita is binding among them. They worship at Hakeem Tola 
Ram ’s Thakardwara and the temple of Pani Nath.

The bodies of children np to live years of age are buried, while those
of above that age (and of married persons irrespective of age) are
cremated; the borffes being generally thrown in the Sariab Lohra.
Those, however, who can afford, send the bones of the dead —phul 
either to River Indus at Sukkur or to Hard war. The /ary a ceremony 
for the dead is held on the 11th day, and Brahmans are fed (uncooked 
fo id — sida is given as a Brahman would not eat food cooked by a 
Mochi) at the end of six months (chhemasi) and twelve months (rami).

These Mochis eat meat o K goats and sheep (Itaid  and not jhatha)
and fish, but will not eat fowls, eggs, ducks, or pork. They drink wins,
and smoke tobacco, but are not addicted to the use of other intoxicating 
drugs such as bhang, chants and ganja.

1 hey speak Gujrati language, which th ey .can  also read and 
write. 1 hey work in cured leather (pakka chatnra, which they import 
from Bombay, Cawnpore and Ahmadnagar, but would not handle inch a 
chamia (hides) ; their principal occupation is making of boots, country 
shoes they do not make. The wages of a skilled Mochi vary from Rs. 80 
to Rs. bit a month. They allege that most of them are heavily in debt, 
the teasons assigned are (1) that they have to pay for the leather in 
cash, while they borrow money for which they have to pay heavy 
interest to the money-lenders; (2 ) the exhorbitant rent paid for the shops 
in Q uetta; (8) the heavy cost of living in Quetta, and (1) the irregular 
payments by their customers for work done. To these may be added 
the heavy bill for wine in which most of these people including also 
the I ui >ia castes dealt with in these notes) freely indulge.

1 lie mother, On the birth of a child has her first bath on the 7th 
a y ), the second on 9th day and the third on the 40th day who.: in 
goes to the nearest stream (or other source of water, and mat . an 
0 ermg  ° f  some sweets, flowers and a cocoanut. The child is given a 
name, in consultation with a Brahman, on the 6th day (chkatti), and 

/ , ; ons, ™  (M»ndan) ceremony has to be performed within five years 
of the child s birth. But this can only be done at the temple of Dev i 
.goddess) in their own country (Kathiawar) and not in Quetta.

Betrothals are arranged by the elders of the families; when negotia- 
t i "ns have been completed, the elders of the boy’ s family visit the gill’s 

amily taking with them five pieces of cocoanut, and sweets worth 
about two rupees. The parents of the girl accept tljesc. ^ id» ^ tr ib u te
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the sweets and cocoanut among those present, and return one cocoanut . 
to the boy's father. Then follow dinners by both parties and the 
presentation of some sweetmeats to the girl by the boy's parents, which 
renders the betrothal binding. The marriage ceremony is performed by 
a Brahman, there being four and not seven— as is the case
am ong most of other Hindu castes,' round the sacrificial fire under a 
vcdi (marriage booth). Bride price is paid which does not excei d 
£ s . 100. Girls must be married while under twelve years of a g e ; but the 
boys at marriage are generally much older. The distinctive ornaments 
of a married woman are the ivory or bone bracelets [ch m s)  which must 
be broken immediately a woman’s husband dies. I f  a widow does not 
wish, to remarry she puts on gold bracelets. She wears a black chailar 
for twelve months, and can thereafter put on a white c/iadar.

llemarriage of widows is permitted; the younger brother {deioar) 
of the deceased husband having the first claim to the widow's hand. If  
he does not want, to marry her, she goes back to her parents (leaving 
the children, if any, and all the property except the clothes she is 
wearing with the heirs of her deceased husband) with whose approval 
she can choose her second husband. Bride price is paid, the amount of 
which varies and is about half of what is payable for a virgin. The 
man who proposes to marry the widow goes with some of the leading 
men and a Brahman to the widow's house, where the Brahman performs 
some pvja  for the couple. Then the woman puts on new clothes, and 
taking with them some fruits, flowers, sweets and a brass pot filled with 
water she and the husband go to the temple of Mahadev and make the 
offering. Thence they go home and there give a feast to their biradri.
The remarried widow is known as ghar yulmra as distinguished fiom  a 
Shadi wall wife.

I t  is alleged that there have been no known cases of Sia/i kart 
or divorce among these Mochis— not even in their own country—  
Kathiawar.

The} have no recognised panehayat few as they are, and the cases 
are generally taken to Courts for settlement. These cases are mostly 
pettv ones such as quarrels, assaults and defamation due largely to over 
indulgence in country, liquor; and of debts.

J. B A I .
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